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T he mother o f the 23- 
year old Jibril Tasi’u 
Zage who confessed to 

the killing of Hajia Sa’adatu 
Rimi, yesterday said that her 
son (Jibril) was mentally de­
ranged.

Speaking to Daily Trust in 
an interview in Kano, Malama 
Halima Tasi’u said Jibril was 
mentally disturbed since he 
was duped of the sum of five 
hundred thousand naira re­
cently by419ners.

Narrating her ordeal to 
our correspondent, Malama 
Halima explained tearfully 
that “early this month, five 
men came to his shop at­
tached to his family house 
looking for him.

He was called home on his 
GSM and after they had an 
audience with him for about 
40 minutes they invited him 
to their residence for more 
discussions,” she said.

Malama Halima said after
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Awoniyi backs Northern govs
C hairman o f the Arewa 

C onsultative Forum 
(ACF), Chief Sunday 

Awoniyi, says he has confi­
dence in the capacity  o f  
Northern Governors to appre­
ciate the mood o f the elector­
ate, which he said is against 
the third term bid and to re- 

j sist moves by the presidency 
to “cajole, urge or intimidate 
them into supporting it.” 

Reacting yesterday to un- 
i confirmed reports that Presi­
dent O lusegun O basanjo  
would be meeting with some 
selected northern governors

By Sufuyan Ojeifo,
(Special Correspondent) \

in Abuja tomorrow in a bid to 
have them endorse the ten­
ure extension, Awoniyi said 
the governors are mature 
people and collectively will do 
the right thing in the present 
circumstance.

Speaking in an interview 
with reporters in Abuja, he 
stated, “ I have heard the 
rumour myself and 1 believe 
very many Nigerians have 
heard it too. Whether it is true

or not, I do not know. But I 
think on behalf o f the gover­
nors, from the bit I know about 
them and their mood, they are 
not children; they will do the 
right thing ultimately.

“They cannot be unaware

of the mood of the electorates 
in each of their states and I 
believe they are not likely to 
go against the mood o f the 
electorate sin their states. 
The mood is against the third 
term bid and it will be very un­

wise to go against the mood 
o f the people, no matter the 
pressure”.

Awoniyi said that he does 
not expect that any governor 
would wish to have President 
Olusegun Obasanjo’s admin­

istration continue 
May 2007 against i 
drop o f the “horr. 
th ings that happ. 
Anambra and Oyo > 
According to him: 

Cont. <

F rom Yushau Adamu 
Ibrahim , Correspondent 

(Kano)
they finished all the arrange­
ments with him, a day after, 
he co llec ted  his m oney 
amounting to N500,000 (five 
hundred thousand naira) and 
handed it over to them with a 
view to supplying him with 
cement.

Since he gave them the 
money, she went on, nobody 
supplied him with even a 
single bag of cement and he 
did not recover his money 
uptil today.

“Jibril has not been him­
self since the incident hap­
pened and the entire family 
has em barked on serious 
prayers with a view to make 
him recover his mental state 
of health,” Halima stated.
'  She also recalled that Jibril 
had a similar case two years 

Cont. on Pg. 2

Gov. Adamu Aliero, Chairman, Northern Govs Forum

Hajj2005: Reps quiz N5bn loan to NTCH
nViorvhar in  c p r i P n r o i r r n  A -PPo« • \4  m».

T he House of Represen­
tatives’ standing Com­
mittee on Foreign Af­

fairs probing the 2005 Hajj, 
has raised alarm that a N 5M - 
lion loan given to the National 
Technical Committee on Hajj 
(NTCH), for the exercise may 
have been misappropriated.

Also, the committee in its

By H abeeb I. Pindiga,
Assistant Political Editor

Robbers kill policeman 
escorting corpses to Sokoto

A  police officer escort­
ing the corpses o f five 
accident victims was 

shot dead by armed robbers 
along Sokoto -  Gusau road 
on Monday.

Confirming this to news­
men at the Usman Danfodiyo 
University Teaching Hospital, 
Sokoto (UDUTH), the Sector

From Aminu Mohammed,
Regional Editor, Sokoto. j

Commander o f the Federal 
Road Safety Commission in 
Sokoto, Mr. Lucas Umar, said 
the accident involving a truck 
loaded with 50 bags of grains 
and 79 passengers occurred 

Cont. on Pg. 2

15-page report submitted to 
the lower chamber, alleged 
that the budget for the del­
egation o f the Amirul Hajj, 
Alhaji Ibrahim Mantu, was 
overshot to $972,818 (equiva­
lent of N 136m) from $676,040 
. The report accused Mantu 
o f  not accounting for the 
funds.

The report, obtained ex­
clusively by Daily Trust in 
Abuja yesterday, was an out­
come of a probe instituted last 
year by the Usman Bugaje-led 
committee following a motion 
moved in the wake of the 2005 
Hajj crisis by Dr. Haruna 
Yerima o f the All Nigeria 
People’s Party (ANPP) from 
Bomo state.

But M antu yesterday, 
dismissed the report as “an­

other chapter in the series of 
campaigns o f calumny and 
blackmail against the office of 
the deputy senate president 
by Bugaje on behalf o f  his 
paymasters who are desper­
ate to get power at all costs.” 

Findings o f  the House 
committee’s probe indicated 
high level fraud and non-ac- 
countability in the Director­
ate of Pilgrims Affairs (DPA)

of the Foreign Affai 
try and the NTCH, led 
fessor Abubakar Gw a 

Part o f  the do, 
reads: “The comm 
informed that the feo. 
emment made a loai 
sum o f N5 billion to 
tional Committee on 11 
explanation for this \> 
the funds from the - t  
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ness to the governors, at the 
national political reform con­
ference, they stood firm and 
told Obasanjo that they could 
not go against the decisions 
o f  the Northern delegates as 
O basanjo had w ished be­
cause the delegates spoke for 
their people.

“The northern members of 
the Senate at their meeting in 
Kaduna, rejected the project. 
The spokesman o f the Gov­
ernors Forum at that same 
meeting also spoke against 
the project. Everybody in­
cluding the governors saw 
the derision and boos with 
which the proponents o f the 
project were greeted as mem­
bers filed out after the meet­
ing. Some senate members 
who were known to be for it 
dared not show their faces at 
the Kaduna meeting.

“Also, some three weeks 
later at the 40th anniversary to 
commemorate o f the death of 
the Sardauna o f  Sokoto at 
Arewa House, Kaduna on 14th 
January this year, the north­
ern senators and members of 
the House o f  R epresenta­
tives sent a joint message to 
the jam-packed audience that 
they were united against the 
third term project.

“T hat m eeting  passed  
three unanimous resolutions. 
The first resolution was that 
the governors should meet 
urgently to forge unity among 
themselves and work out a 
programme o f unity for the 
good o f Nigeria and the North 
with the support o f the former 
Heads of State and Presidents 
o f  N orthern  o rig in  and 
present the programme to the 
North for action.

“A resolution was also 
passed to congratulate the 
northern senators and mem­
bers o f the House o f Repre­
sentatives for their joint mes­
sage, promising to keep to 
th e ir  w ords and th a t the 
people o f the North were fully 
behind them.

“The northern governors 
meeting now proposed, I be­
lieve, must take these resolu­
tions into account and seek 
ways to give them effect. At 
the personal level, I know that 
several o f the governors are 
N OT seeking  a re tu rn  to 
power. I believe they will 
prove to be honourable men 
and that they will oppose a 
third term even if  they do not 
proclaim so from the roof­
tops.

“I do not see how a gov­
ernor or any prudent man for 
that matter, can give his sup­
port to inflicting a further four 
years o f the kind of shameful 
mode o f grotesque illegality 
in governance we experi­
enced publicly in Anambra 
and Oyo states, not to men­
tion great failures o f charac­
ter and performance and the 
kind o f blind loyalty that the 
p resen t reg im e considers 
proper or indeed necessary.”

He stressed further, “ In 
any case, in view of what has 
happened in Anambra and 
Oyo states where democracy 
has been set back by local 
warlords and their thugs and 
where arbitrariness has re­
placed decent rule o f law, why 
would any governor wish to 
have that type o f regime in­
flicted on this country for an­
other .fouriiyears. come May 
2007 andiprabably beyond? i.

“I think things are getting 
worse everyday in terms o f 
co n stitu tio n a lity  and one 
thing that these governors 
can do for this country is to 
ensure that the rule o f  law 
reigns supreme between now 
and 2007. If they can do this, 
they will go down in our his­
tory as a group o f men who 
upheld democracy and good 
governance at our great hour 
o f need.”

Awoniyi, who described 
Obasanjo as our modem day 
budding Hitler, alerted on the 
dangers o f tyranny and dic­
tatorship staring the nation in 
the face on acco u n t o f  
O basanjo’s leadership and 
urged leaders and well-mean­
ing Nigerians to stand up and 
be counted in the fight to nip 
the third term project in the 
bud.

According to him, “the 
nation is in very, very grave 
danger and anybody who is 
in doubt about tyranny and 
dictatorship staring us in the 
face, step by step, should go 
and read and re-read how 
Adolf Hitler became the dic­
tator o f Germany using thugs, 
murder, terror, rigged elec­
tions and subversion o f the 
very constitution that brought 
him into power until a stage 
was reached when leaders did 
not stand up.

“The German parliament 
even passed an enabling Act 
which made it possible for 
Hitler to abolish legitimately 
all other political parties and 
to then declare him self the 
supreme leader of Germany. It 
took great sufferings, loss o f 
lives and the second world 
war to put Hitler down. A simi­
lar scenario is emerging in 
Nigeria today and all right 
thinking people must stand 
up and be counted to make 
sure that it does not suc­
ceed,” he warned.

His Royal Highness, the Oba o f  Lagos, Oba Rilwan Akiolu in a group photograph with the National War College (NWC) teu» - huh 
paid him a courtesy call during the NWC participants' tour o f  military and police establishments... recently.

Pregnant mother, 4 children, others perish in fire
A  pregnant mother, Mrs. 

Caroline Isere and her 
four children, together 

with two o f her house helps 
d ied  in a fire  inc iden t at 
Muchia, Sabon Gari local gov­
ernment area of Kaduna State.

Mrs. Isere’s neighbour, 
Mr. Nosaya Ihese, said the 
tragedy happened at about 12 
midnight on Sunday.

Nosaya said the fire must 
have been caused by high 
voltage  pow er supply  by 
PHCN.

He said nobody escaped 
the fire in the entire Isere fam­
ily, except the husband, Mr. 
Isere, who was in Kaduna, as 
he worked with the Kaduna 
branch o f Union Bank Pic.

Ihese gave the names o f [on;> is ,low volta8e and not 
the deceased as Mrs Caroline high voltage.
Isere, 36, David Isere, 6 , We enjoin communities 
Esehen Isere, 4, Emanuel and under the unit to always give 
E m anuela Isere (tw ins) 2 
years, as well as the house 
helps, Dorcas, 17 and Victory 
12.

The Zaria Unit Deputy 
Manager o f PHCN, Mr. Bayo 
Dada, confirmed the incident, 
but dismissed allegation that 
the fire was due to the supply 
o f  high voltage power.

He said “there was no 
record o f  high voltage in the 
area throughout Sunday. We 
keep records o f all power sup­
ply situations.”

“The daily complaint by 
people in Zaria and its envi-

proper attention to th 
trie appliances to a\ 
currence,” dada p ea
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near Bisalam village in Dange 
-  Shuni local government area 
o f  Sokoto State.

Mr. Lucas Umar said the 
truck which was from Illela in 
Sokoto state to Jos, somer­
saulted after the driver lost 
control in an attempt to avoid 
a pot hole.

According to him, the po­
lice officer who was escort­
ing the five corpses and other 
injured passengers to hospi­
tal in Sokoto was shot dead 
by armed robbers who were

grims welfare boards were not 
being remitted to the Direc­
torate o f  Pilgrims Affairs so 
that it will have the necessary 
cash backing to request for 
the foreign exchange to facili­
tate payment that were to be 
made in the Kingdom o f Saudi 
Arabia. The committee was 
unable to track the move­
ments and proper records of 
these funds. We have reason 
to believe that the funds were 
subject to abuse.”

On M antu, the repo rt 
said: “The sum o f $672, 040 
was budgeted for the 2005 
Amirul Hajj delegation. Ac­
tual expenditure rose to US 
$972, 818.53. Explanations 
proffered by DPA was that 
two payments of US $ 150,000 
each were made to the Aminil 
H ajj d e legation . But no 
voucher or supporting docu­
ment was presented to sup­
port the payment.”

It added: “The DPA in the 
course of the 2005 Hajj opera­
tions has undertaken expen­
diture in excess o f approved 
budget for the Amirul Hajj 
d e leg a tio n ” , and reco m ­
mended a further probe into 
Mantu’s, spending “to estab­
lish the financial dealings on 
the excess budgetary expen-
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diture for the Aminil Hajj del- playing ostrich, having failed
egation.

Responding on behalf of 
the deputy president o f the 
Senate, chief press secretary 
to  M antu, Mr. S ylvanus 
Namang told Daily Trust that 
the Amrul Hajj had not col­
lected anything besides what 
is meant for his delegation, 
describing the allegations as 
smear attempts.

“If  there is any problem in 
budgetary expenditure, it is 
the ministry that should be 
b lam ed. The A m irul Hajj 
d o esn ’t have any budget. 
That office is a ceremonial 
office that doesn’t have any 
perquisites attached.

“Let me tell you, this is part 
of the campaign o f calumny 
against the deputy Senate 
president by chairman o f the 
House committee, Dr. Usman 
B u g a je .... It is m ere 
blackm ail....B ut he should 
know that the Amirul Hajj is a 
religious office that should 
not be politicised. The Amirul 
Hajj didn’t dip his hands into 
the foreign affairs ministry 
pocket, what he collected was 
what was allocated to him as 
trav e llin g  a llo w an ce .” 
Namang said. r  , ■, m

He accused Bugaje o f

to right the perceived wrongs 
in Hajj operations when he 
was in charge o f Hajj matters 
for three years as political 
adviser to the vice president. 
“He was in charge o f Hajj 
matters for three years but he 
didn’t improve the situation. 
As chairman o f the House 
committee, his office had over­
sight over Hajj matters, so he 
is as culpable as the ministiy 
in ev e ry th in g .” N am ang 
added.

The report o f the Bugaje 
, committee also declared N130 
million balance missing from 
the 2004 Hajj as it was not 
carried over to the 2005 Hajj 
and no explanations were 
given for this.

It accused DPA o f illegally 
surcharging each o f the 60, 
000 pilgrims o f $30, amount­
ing to $1, 805, 700 for non­
sp ec ified  reasons, even 
though N 3,000 administrative 
charges were collected from 
each pilgrim.

“The accounting p rac­
tices o f the DPA leaves much 
to be desired, as there are no 
clear records and statements 
from banks to facilitate inde­
pendent reconciliation o f its 
financial transactions or re­

port thereon....
“The Auditor General o f 

the Federation should in com­
pliance with constitutional 
stipulations for the audit o f 
public bodies, appoint an in­
dependent auditor to audit 
the financial transactions of 
the 2005 Hajj operations and 
a report be submitted to the 
National Assembly in three 
m onths from the date the 
House endorses the recom­
mendation.

“C o n sidering  the o b ­
struction o f  investigation, 
dereliction o f duty and sheer 
incompetence o f the DPA and 
the ministry of foreign affairs, 
the current officials, i.e. Direc­
tor, DPA and the accountant 
should be immediately sus­
pended to allow free access 
to records.” The report said.

The committee also a l­
leged the politicisation o f  the 
Hajj operation, lack o f law 
guiding Hajj operations, poor 
logistic arrangements, poor 
screening that allows aliens 
to use N igerian passports, 
contracting o f non-credible 
airlines, overstay o f pilgrims 
in camps, late commencement 
o f  preparations, insufficient 
aircrafts and the;allocation of 
too many official seats.

operating along the S- 
Gusau road.

The sector com r 
confirmed that last M< 
accident involving a truck 
was the seventh along ;he 
Sokoto -  Gusau road in rec ent 
times.

It would be recalled hat 
two trucks were involve; in 
separate accidents dun n . he 
Xmas break killing 28 .md 
th ree  p assen g ers  re sp e c ­
tively.

The first truck which %*• as 
from Sokoto to Onitsha - .is 
involved in an accidem a ki­
lometer away from Sokoto kill­
ing three o f  its occupants 
while the second truck whu h 
killed 28 passengers fell i t > 
a ditch near Bakura alon g v  
Sokoto-Talata-M afararo .

Meanwhile, the Dan.:. 
Shuni local government col i 
cil and the Sokoto state > 
ernm ent have promised • 
foot the bill o f the injured pa>- 
sengers who are receh it j 
treatment at UDUTH.

M u r d e r
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back when he experienced a 
serious headache. She adde,: 
that he was hospitalised in 
one hospital along Hajj camp 
Kano.

Malama Halima said tha: 
in his efforts to recover m- 
money from the 419ners. Jibn 
was one time detained at Met 
ro p o litan  po lice  station  
(M TD) after he allegedK  
fought w ith  one o f  the 
419ners at Sabon-Gari, Kan >

When Daily Trust visited 
MTD police station for vert 
cation, an inspector incha,. 
o f crime told our correspc 
dent that he did not recet 
any case from Sabon Gari du 
ing the period in question.

The police public relation > 
officer, Kano state police 
command, Deputy Suprin 
tendent o f Police (DSP), Bab. 
Muhammad, when coptactei! 
said he w&s not aware of thr 
arrest o f Jibril Tasi’u Zage
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suit -  FG urges court

The M anaging D irector o f  Clear Impression Printing Press, Kano, A lhaji Iro Ibrahim (right) being welcom ed by M edia  
Trust L im ited Group A dvert Manager, M alam  Salisu Ibrahim M oham m ed (left) to the 3rd  A n nual Trust D ialogue held  in 
A bu ja ... Thursday.

VP’s ex-ADC’s whereabouts unknown
TIhe whereabout o f Mr. 

Abdul Yari, the former
  Aide-de-Camp to Vice

President A tiku A bubakar 
became a subject o f  contro­
versy in the federal high court 
yesterdy as security opera­
tives claim ed that he* had 
since been released while his 
relatives maintained that they 
had no t set eyes on him 
since the alleged release by 
the State Security Service 
[SSS],

Yari, a C hief Superint­
endent o f Police was w ith­
drawn as the vice president 
ADC bv the Inspector Gen­
era! o f Police, Sunday Ehin- 
dero, on November 29, 2005, 
for an alleged breach o f  sec­
urity and was subsequently 
d e ta in ed  by the S tate  
Security Service.

At yesterday’s hearing of 
fhe case instituted by >ari 
seeking to affect his release, 
the SSS told the Court that 

j Yari was released on bail last 
Sunday at about 5 p.m.

A legal officer with SSS 
who declined to give his 
nam e, bu t c la im ed  to be 
representing the SSS as a 
friend o f  the court in the 
case to ld  the p resid in g

judge, Justice Babs Kuewumi 
that Yari was released to a 
member o f his family oil bail.

Counsel representing the 
A tto rn ey  G enera l o f  the 
Federation and M inister o f 
Justice , Mr. O koi M artin 
colaborated the claim o f the 
SSS, that Yari had long since 
been released on bail.

Yari’s lawyer. Mr. Ricky 
Tarfa (SAN) however contra­
dicted the claim.

He told the court that no 
member o f the family o f the 
former ADC had seen him 
since he was detained. ’

The family members who 
thronggd the court to witness 
the proceedings also denied 
the claim of the SSS that Yari 
had been released on bail.

S p okesperson  o f  the 
family, who identi tied himself 
as a cousin to Yari. Mr Seidu 
Ogbole said that they were 
worried about his absence if 
in actual fact he had been 
released by the SSS.

He sa id , “ We are 
surprised to hear that he has 
been re leased  from  SSS 
custody we have not set our 

es oh him and we believed 
ra t i f  he was

Sunday, he should be at home 
now ”

Meanwhile, Justice Kue­
wumi has fixed March 6 for 
ruling in the suit filed by Yari 
challenging his detention.

Yari filed the suit at the 
Federal High Court in Abuja 
against his boss, the Insp­
ector General o f  Police chall­
enging his w ithdraw al as 
ADC to the vice president 
and his subsequen t de te ­
ntion  w ithou t tr ia l since 
December.

The suit was filed under 
the F un d am en ta l R igh ts 
(E nforcem ent P rocedure)

Rules, 1979.
Yari is seek ing  fo r a 

declaration that his arrest 
without any legal justification 
is unconstitutional.

He is a lso  seek ing  a 
declaration that his detention 
at the Force Headquarters 
and the S ta te  S ecu rity  
Service Headquarters was a 
violation o f his fundamental 
human rights.

He asked  the court to 
make an order o f perpetual 
in junction  restrain ing the 
police and the SSS and the 
A tto rney  G enera l o f  the 
F ed era tio n  from  fu rth e r 
detaining him illegally.

T he federal government 
has asked  a federal 
high court sitting  in 

Abuja to dismiss a suit by the 
former governor o f  Balyesa 
State, Diepreye Alamieye- 
seigha, seeking to stop his 
extradition to stand trial for 
alleged m oney laundering 
charges in London.

Rotimi Jacobs, counsel to 
the federal government, in an 
objection, also stated that the 
court lacks ju risd iction  to 
entertain the suit.

The federal government, 
in a m otion  on n o tice  
pursuant to Order 25 Rule 2 
o f the Federal High Court 
(Civil Procedure) Rules 2000 
and inherent jurisdiction o f 
the court, argued that the 
p la in t i f f ’s su it w as 
embarrassing, vexatious and 
amounted to a gross abuse 
o f  co u rt p ro cess . 
Abdulkareem Abdullahi, an 
Investigating Police Officer 
(IP O ), in an a ff id av it in 
support o f the objection, told 
the cou rt to d ism iss the 
p la in tiff’s suit as it would 
am ount to s ittin g  on an 
appeal over the order o f the 
federal high court in Lagos.

A bdullah i also denied 
allegations that the federal 
g o v ern m en t w as beh ind  
A lam iey esig h a ’s tr ia l in 
London.

At the mention o f the case 
y este rd ay , the p re s id in g  
judge, Justice Jonah Adah, 
adjourned to February 22, for 
hearing.

Daily Trust had reported 
that the em battled form er 
B ay elsa  s ta te  governor, 
d e ta in ed  by secu rity  
operatives, had asked an 
Abuja federal high court to 
halt government’s moves to

Obasanjo names ministerial nominee
P

tin

.re s id e n t O lusegun  
O basan jo  has
p resen ted  to the 

S enate, M rs. G race O oja 
Ogwuche a m inisterial 
nominee from Benue state.

O gwuche is to replace 
form er M inister o f  E nvir­
onment, Dr. Iyorchia Ayu, 
who left the federal cabinet

ac tu a lly
5 pm  on

in co n tro v e rs ia l
star.eesiiast year.>:

By Habeeb I. Pindiga

The n o m in a tio n  w as 
communicated to the Senate 
th ro u g h  a le tte r d a ted  
January 18, presented on the 
floor o f  the upper chamber.

Obasanjo also yesterday, 
asked the senate to confirm 
the appointment of Justice F. 
F. Tabai as a judge o f  the 
Supreme Court. ' 5r ,f!
V  • f. 11 ’ . D . .T .T ':  —

A cco rd in g  to the 
president in a letter dated 
January 16, Tabai is to fill the 
vacancy  c rea ted  by the 
retirement o f  Justice D. O. 
Edozie whose exit took effect 
from November 10,2005.

T abai, a ju d g e  o f  the 
Bayelsa state Court o f  App­
eal, has been recommended 
by the N atio n a l Ju d ic ia l 
Council, Obasanio said.
—rr 731 i r ' r / i '  1 — - * i

ByRubyRabiu.
Senior Reporter

extradite him to face mone\ 
lau n d erin g  charges 
L ondon.

He had instituted the 
against the backdrop > 
alleged threat by govern; 
to send him back to the I - 
to face trial.

L ondon p o lice  h.n' 
arraigned him at a local e 
in the UK but he jumped h 
and returned to Nigenar 
“mysterious circumsta- - 
that later culminated ir t 
impeachment by the st. 
H ouse o f  A ssem bly  
December 9,2005.

Following his remov.i 
the Economic and Final  ̂
Crimes Commission (EF( 
accu sed  him  o f  m ones 
laundering and dragged hm 
before the federal high c 
Lagos, which fixed Tuesd~\ 
for definite hearing.

However, Alamieyesigha 
in his originating sumn < 
against the Attorney Ger e r 
o f  the Federation (A (il 
Inspector General o f Polk , 
and the EFCC, had askee t . 
court to compel both the l( i I' 
and the EFCC to release a : . 
return him as governor.

T hrough his team  
lawyers; A lfred Kasumu 
Mike Ozekhome and Mike 
Okoye, the p la in tiff  aU 
dem anded a conseque; i 
o rd e r re s tra in in g  tK  
defendan ts from  fu rth .i 
a rre s tin g  him  un less tK  
House o f Assembly com pk 
with section 188(10) o' . 
1999 constitution.

He also prayed the cou-' 
to determ ine whethe- 
virtue o f section 308( 1 
the constitu tion , s e c ts ’ 
6 ,7 ,8 ,9 ,1 0  and 11 o f  the 
Extradition Act, LFN , 2<>i - 
and section 31 oftheCrimm.il 
Procedure Act, cap C 41 I . F \  
2004, the EFCC was right v  
arrest the plaintiff despwc 
h is im m un ity  .V incent 
Obianyi in a 25 paragraph 
a ffid a v it to  support the 
plaintiff’s suit, averred that 
since D iepriye’s return u> 
N ig eria , the  federal 
government has th reatens 
to enforce his extradition 
once the British court sen  e' 
it with an arrest warrant

N i g e r  D e l t a :  

One dies in clash
Ex-UBA MD urges 

elite to rescue Nigeria
O ne person was shot 

dead  w hile  o thers 
su sta in ed  serious 

injuries in a violent clash 
between militant youths and 
soldiers at Ikorumo village in 
Bayelsa state.

Confirming the incident 
to the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC), Hausa 
Sendee monitored in Abuja 
yeste rday , the s ta te ’s 
co m m issio n er o f  po lice , 
H afizu  R ing im , sa id  it 
happened when the militant 
youths attempted to’burn the 
Agip Oil well in the village.

Hafizu said, “I received 
information today that the 
militant youths o f  Ikorumo 
village attempted to bum the 
Agip oil well in the area and 
the soldiers who are guar­
ding the place tried to prevent

By A bubakar Haruna,
Reporter

them and in the process, one 
person am ong the youths 
was shot dead while others 
sustained injuries”

He added, “even though 
no arrests have been made 
but as I am talking to you, the 
s itu a tio n  is now  under 
control.”

He noted that the police 
are do ing  ev ery th in g  
possible to maintain peace 
and order in the area and 
assured that the police will 
fish out the rioters and bring 
them to book.

According to the BBC, a 
w itn ess  w ho spoke to it 
under anonymity, said that 
the militant youths who came 
out in groups brandishing

dangerous weapons stormed 
the area where the Agip oil 
well is located on Monday 
m orn ing  a lleg ed ly  on a 
mission to set it on fire.

He added that the youths 
are aggrieved that the Agip 
oil company has failed to give 
them  sch o la rsh ip s  and 
provide social amenities in 
the area.

The militant youths in the 
N iger D elta have been at 
logger-heads with the federal 
governm ent for allegedly  
abandoning their areas in 
terms o f development.

The militant groups had 
launched several attacks on 
the oil companies operating 
in the area  and in som e 
instances, held their s ta ff 
hostage as a strategy to draw 
governm ent’s attention to 
their problems.

F orm er M anag ing  
Director o f the United 
Bank for Africa(UBA), 

M allam  A bba K yari has 
launched a clarion call to 
distinguished Nigerians to as 
a matter o f urgency come out 
o f their retreat to serve the 
nation  from  w hat he 
described as another drift 
perpetuated by those all out 
for personal gain instead of 
public good. He lamented 
that corruption and cronyism 
have become the major means 
o f  having wealth.

The sta tem en t m ade 
av a ilab le  to  D a ily  Trust 
m entioned: A lison Ayida, 
Ahmed Joda, Amadu Kurfi, 
Anthony Enahoro, Alfa Wali, 
Adamu Fika, Adamu Ciroma, 
B ukar S huaib , Sunday  
Awoniyi, Datti Ahmad, Sani 
Zangon Daura, Sule Kumo, 
Edwin Clark, Femi Okunnu, 
Maitama Sule, Tayo Akpata, 
H ope H arrim an , Sule 
Katagum, Sobo Sowemimo, 
P h ilip  A siodu , M ahm ud 
Tukur, Philip Asiodu and 
Umaru Dikko. He called on 
them to once again rescue the

nation.
“F orty  years ago,- the 

coun try  w as in s im ila r  
s itu a tio n  bu t w ith  saner 
people. Then you actively 
and co n sc io u s ly  ra llied  
around in holding the centre 
and averted fragmentation, 
even as the crisis led to a 
needless civil war. Today, you 
seem to be helpless when the 
scenario o f forty years ago is 
unfolding in you life time. I 
do not believe you rallied to 
save the country then in order 
to see it destroyed now.”

Mallam Abba Kyari who 
is also a form er editor o f  
Democrat noted that: “It is 
time for men o f good will to 
sit together and w ork out 
sensib le  so lu tions to our 
common problems, so that

By Isa Sanusi
Asst. Head, Home V<n -

the business o f govern nu 
-th e  wellbeing, welfare a 
security o f  the citizens t s t r . 
dom inant issue o f  pu ' 
policy.”

He further obsen ed 11 
today the pursuit o f  pi a 
has been  reduced  
personal gain and not pub 
good, thus deserting dui 
p leasu re . “D esp ite  tK  , 
fundamental changes it i 
the time for the wise men 
forty years ago to ret re i 
w hen the co un try  -K 
nurtu red  and* saved t • 
frag m en ta tio n  is now 
resembling an asylum t - 
o v e r by lu n a tic s  on r  
periphery.”

Dismiss Alamieyesiegha’s
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Police arrest 23 
pipeline vandals

The H ead o f  the village alleged to be harbouring the pepiline vandals being questioned by the IG P during their parade at 
the F orce H eadquarters, Abuja ...recently.

T h ree ro b b ers sh o t 
I in  P o rt H a rco u rt
T he police in Port Har­

court said they have 
shot three suspected 

| armed robbers in a shoot out 
| at Gambia street in Mile One 
I area o f the city.

The state’s police public 
I relations officer,.t)SP Ireju

From Ikenna Eincka Okpani,
Bureau Chief Port Harcourt.

Barasua, said in a statement 
that the police were alerted 
o f  an armed robbery opera­
tion at the scene and they mo­
bilised  to the area imme-

POLICE EMERGENCY PHONE LINES
Route/coverage area
Apo (Gudu) Legislative 
Mechanic Village

Telephone num bers
08065803210 
0804231 5582

Asokoro/Maitama District

Central Business District 
(Construction and Independence 
Avenues)/City Gate G in Junction

Garki IjSc 11

Jabi/Utako/Gwarimpal & 11/ 
Karmo/Gwagwa

: Karu/Nyanya

Kubwa/Bwari/Zuba/ 
Dei-Dei Route

Roving Unit

W u se l& D

Zuba/Giri/Kwali/Abaji Highway (1)

Zuba/Giri/Kwali'Abaj i Highway (2)

08065803206
08044907942

08065803203
08044907939

08065803205
08044907941

08065803207
08044907943

08065803208 
0804491 1520

08065803209 
0804491 1496

08065803211 
0804491 1526

08065803204
08044907940

08065803201 
0804491 1523

0806 5803202 
0804491 1524

diately.
The robbers on sighting 

the police opened fire and the 
police returned the fire and 
in the p rocess, they shot 
three o f  the robbers while 
others escaped.

The incident, according 
to her, occurred  at about 
3.00am and that the robbers 
actually died on their way to 
hospital.

M rs B arasua said  the 
police recovered one locally 
made revolver pistol with one 
live cartridge, ten expended 
ammunitions, one jack knife 
adding other offensive wea­
pons. Other items recovered 
are GSM handsets, trinkets, 
wristwatches and a colour 
television.

In a related development, 
the police in Omuku have 
a rre s ted  one C h igozie  
Awulom for alleged murder of 
one Prince Awulom o f the 
same community.

The suspect alleged that 
the victim had earlier inflicted 
w ounds on him  w ith a 
machete during a scuffle and

in his b id  to re ta lia te , he 
attacked him with a machete 
inflicting him with injuries 
that led to his death. He said 
it was not his intention to kill 
him  as he w as only 
retaliating.

The police said they are 
still investigating the case.

T he police yesterday 
paraded 23 suspected 
pipeline vandals at the 

Force Headquarters, Louis 
Edet House, Abuja.

A jo int team o f mobile 
| policemen and men o f the 
| Civil Defence Corps set up 
| by the federal government to 
| stem  the tide o f  pipelines 

vandalisation in the country, 
arrested the suspects over 
the weekend.

In sp ec to r G enera l o f  
Police, Mr. Sunday Ehindero, 
who spoke directly with each 

| o f  the su sp ec ts , w arned  
| po licem en to desist from  
I con n iv in g  and co llu d in g  
i with criminals whose main 
| concern is to sabotage the 

economy o f the country.
He said, “today’s police 

j force would not protect any 
| policeman who chooses to 
j disgrace us.

“I have also warned all 
j. sec to r com m anders to be 
| steadfast in their duties since 

I have been receiving reports 
against some of them. But let 
me use this opportunity to 
w arn  th a t any sec to r 
commander who fraterrises 
w ith  c rim in a ls  w ill be 
disgraced.”

Som e o f  the item s 
recoveied from the suspects 
include 10 generating sets 
four pumping machines, 33 
jerry cans, 10 hoses, drilling 
tools, two cars (one Toyota 
arid one M azda) and five 
cutlasses.

The C om m andan t 
General o f the Civil Defence 
Corps, Dr. Ade Abolurin, who 
a tten d ed  the  cerem ony  

- -alongside the IG, said that his

By R ubyR abiu.
Senior Report.

men are ready to pro\ e I etr 
worth by working with the 
police to identify err- nals 
who specialise in vanda. '  i p  
pipelines.

Fake doctor 
kills two

From Lawal Ibrahim. A..;

A  25-year-old traditx 
medical practitioi 
Tasiu Ibrahim , 

appeared before a cour 
K atsina charged v. 
death o f  two women bn 
to him for treatment.

The suspect was .ilk 
to have caused the dear 
his victims by hitting then 
the head repeatedly w r 
hoe handle.

The prosecutir ̂  
officer, Sergeant Mo!... 
read in g  from  the 
information report, said 
Sani Iliyasa, the hush - 
one o f  the deceased. R.1r 
reported the incident to 
police in Matazu local g 
mment.

He said the suspeet <. 
med that was the treat- 
for epilepsy.

The prosecution a Ik 
also that the suspect g. \ i 
sam e trea tm en t to 
Alkaman Samaila, who 
reportedly  suffering ‘ 
high fever.

No plea was taken « 
the p resid ing  m agistr. 
Kabir Shuaibu, adjou: 
case to 16™ o f  Febru 
2006, for hearing and onx 
the accused rem am kv  
prison custody.

C o n d u c to r in  c o u r t 
fo r  c h e a tin g , th e ft

As

O ther Hot Lines 
Compol/DC OPS Numbers
FCT Police Commissioner’s Director Line 09-2341470
Office o f  FCT Police Commissioner 09-2341800
FCT Deputy Police Commissioner (operation) 09-2341811 
Co-ordinator MOPOL Visiting Units 0802 301 9123

08055917706
O thers

0803 200 3913,09 -  2341199,09 -  2341198,09 -  52387! 1 
D a ily  T r u s t  H o t l in e s

08d39686S54 and 0S056418945 Sunday Ehindero, Police IG

conductor who sells 
tickets to passengers 
it Jabi Park has been 

dragged before  an A buja 
Magistrate court for allegedly 
cheating his master o f  N33, 
000  out o f the money gotten 
from the sale of tickets.

The police report made 
a v a ilab le  to D a ily  Trust 
revealed that two workers at 
the Jabi Park ,Ikeokwo Ikp- 
ama and Collins Nwachukwu, 
had gone to the police station 
to inform the police that the 
accused , Samuel Chukwe, 
had absco n d ed  w ith  his 
master’s N33,000 which he 
m ade from  the sa le  o f  
travelling tickets.

The report added that the 
accused who also works at 
the park was entrusted with 
the sale o f travelling tickets 
which he sold and tied with 
until he was apprehended by 
the police.

The accused person is 
being charged with criminal 
breach of trust to which he 
pleaded not guilty.

The police prosecutor, 
Christopher Pato, told the

By RubyRabiu,
Senior Reporter

court that investigations into 
the matter has already been 
concluded but they would 
need sometime to assemble 
their witnesses.

M agistrate Abdul Dogo 
had admitted the accused to 
bail in the sum o f N60, 000 
and one surety in like sum 
and adjourned the case to 
February 6,2005 for hearing.

In another development, 
one.Ali Mustapha from Zaria 
has been sentenced to two 
months imprisonment by an 
Abuja magistrate court for 
stealing  a handset during 
prayers in a mosque at Jabi 
Park.

The accused person acc­
ording to the police inform­
ation report, had entered the 
mosque on the pretence o f 
praying and had immediately 
picked the pocket o f  Mr. 
Abubakar Turaki taking his 
Sagem  H andset valued at 
N6,500.

The rep o rt fu rth e r 
revealed that the accused ran

away and entered anot 
m osque in the p 
pretending to be pn > i 
was caught by some Mu- 
brothers who handc> 
over to the police.

The accused who di< 
deny the allegations le - 
against him, told the c. 
that hunger and frusi'. 
led  h im  to stea lin g  . 
picking o f pockets.

He pleaded for lem 
The prosecuting co r  

Mr. Ameh Ahmed, to in 
co u rt to try  the  aci u 
sum m arily  since  h 
admitted to committn 
crime.

He told the court t 
accused  w as a first t 
offender as he has no? ’ 
arraigned before any c >i 

M agistrate Abdul 
delievering his rul nj 
that the accused has - • 
ample remorse but add 
he would be punishn 
to serve as a detern  
others

He sen tenced  
accused to two in< r 
prison or in the alter-.;, 
pay the sum ofN 200 l
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A  Minna high court has 
d isch arg ed  and 
acqu itted  the n a ti­

onal vice chairm an o f the 
Peoples Dem ocratic Party 
(PDP), Alhaji Abubakar Ma- 
gaji, who has been standing 
trial on charges o f  alleged 
corrupt practices.

The court presided over 
by Justice Mariam Dzukogi, 
held  th a t the ev idence  
adduced by the prosecution 
w as no t su ffic ien t to 
prosecute the accuse.

The judge said that the 
prosecution’s evidence had 
been discredited, as the oral 
witness o f  the prosecution 
witnesses 2 ,3 ,4  contradicted 
the statement to the police, 
adding that, “when they are 
co n trad ic ted  on m ateria l 
facts, such evidence must be 
explained by the prosecution 
but the prosecution failed to 
proof this.”

j From  A ideloje O jo, Minna

“The prosecution’s evid­
ence has been discredited 
and therefore, the accused 
cannot be convicted on the 
basis o f  unreliable evidence.

The evidence against the 
accused person presented 
before this honourable court 
is no t enough to give 
conviction. The evidence has 
been  d isc red ited  and 
unreliable and no reputable 
court will convict on it. The 
accuse  perso n  is hereby  
discharged,” she said.

The PDP chieftain was 
charged  to co u rt on 
September 2, 2000, by the 
In d ep en d en t C orru p t 
Practices and other Related 
offences Commission (ICPC), 
for allegedly offering bribe to 
Justice Bima o f the Suleja 
high court to show favour in 
a chieftaincy case before the

court.
H e w as accu sed  o f  

offering the judge a N500,000 
bribe.

However, counsel to the 
accused, Ayodele O ladele 
(S A N ), m ade a no case 
submission in favour o f the 
accused, arguing that the 
PDP boss’s visit to the Suleja 
high court judge was based 
on a sympathy visit after the 
judge was robbed by some 
armed men and secondly to 
solicit assistance as a friend.

T he d efen ce  counsel 
a rgued  that the essen tia l 
e lem ent that the accused 
offered a bribe to get favour 
in a case before the judge has 
never been proved before the 
court and urged the court to 
discharge the accuse.

In h er ru lin g , Ju stice  
Mariam Dzukogi held that the 
court never doubted the fact 
that a gift was offered but that 
the fact was never proved 
that the money was corruptly 
given to influence a case 
pending before the Suleja 
court.

Justice  D zukogi m ade 
reference to the evidence o f 
the principal witness, Justice 
B im a, w ho sa id  th a t the 
accused came to visit him to 
sympathise with him on the 
robbery incident.

She explained that the 
court can only decide on real 
facts available before it and 
not on imaginary facts.

In all, the ICPC called 
e leven  w itn esses  and 
presented 13 exhibits before 
the court.

Reacting to the court’s

Odili wants law to 
limit litigation charges

T he R ivers s ta te  
governo r, D r P e te r 
Odili, has called for a 

law to peg how much a lawyer 
could charge a common man 
as litigation fees.

He was speaking against 
the backdrop o f rising cost 
o f litigation and its potential 
to deny justice to the poor at 
the public presentation o f the 
Rivers state high court civil 
procedure rules, 2006, in Port 
Harcourt yesterday.

The governor said some

From Ikenna Emeka Okpani,
Bureau Chief, Port Jiarcourt

of the issues concerning cost 
of litigation would have been 
resolved if  the law had placed 
some restrictions on what 
lawyers should charge the 
ordinary man.

Odili said his government 
would like to see efforts in 
that direction as it would 
ensure that more common 
people get access to justice.

He expressed optimism

Man in court over death of cyclist

i cross section o f  suspected vandals arrested by po lice and m em ber o f  the C ivil D efence  
Corps along Lokoja/A baji and paraded  a t the F orce H eadquarters, A bu ja  with their  
equipm ents ...recently.

j ------------------ oirftvvt 'Tr------ -------Tn rr̂ T'"T>'"'n'rt'y,‘— r~ >i"rj rtiiw  

Corruption: PDP vice 
chairman discharged, acquitted

O ne Mr. Friday Enahoro, 
a driver with Big Joe 
Ventures, has appe­

ared before an Abuja Senior 
Magistrate court for running 
over a m o to rcy c lis t and 
killing him instantly.

The driver who was alle­
ged to have been driving his 
vehicle dangerously along 
the Nnamdi Azikiwe way by 
NICON junction, had hit the 
m otorcyclist, Mr. Gbenga 
Odiah, resulting in the later 
sustaining serious injuries 
that led to his death on his 
way to the Maitama General 
Hospital.

The accused person who 
is being charged for dange­
rous d riv in g  c o n tra ry  to 
section 27 o f the Road .Traffic 
Act (RTA) Cap section 48 o f 
the federal laws o f Nigeria, 
p leaded  not gu ilty  to the

By Shehu O thm an Shehu
charge.

The prosecuting police 
officer, Mr Ambi Ayuba, told 
the court that investigations 
into the case has not yet been 
completed, adding that the 
extent o f damage caused by 
the accused has not yet been 
ascertained by the police.

He urged  the court to 
grant him an adjournment to 
enable him assemble witne­
sses to prove his case while 
he did not object to the bail 
o f the accused person.

The p res id in g  sen io r 
m agistrate, Zainab Bashir, 
admitted the accused person 
to bail in the sum of N300,000 
with two sureties in like sum, 
adding that the two sureties 
must be civil servants wor­
king in the FCT and not 
below GL09.

that the new  rules would 
create job opportunities ĉ r> 
ecially for young lawyers and 
assured that the govem m cr 
w ill support the p ro cc -s  
through early payment 
sa la rie s  for law yers That 
would be employed.

Earlier, the Chief Judi: c -: 
the state, Justice Iche Ida. 
had said the review of the 
1987 edict was informed u'. 
the need to improve on the 
high court structure and aehi- 
eve a just, efficient and sp<. - 
edy dispensation o f justice

He said the previous m L '  
have become obsolete and 
inadequate to meet the ru ■ 
o f  litigants, lawyers and the 
public especially in a .* 
g row ing ju risd ic tio n  like 
Rivers state.

Earlier in a church sen e 
to mark the occasion, 
M ethodist B ishop o: P> : 
H arcourt, Rt. Rev. Efi r z  
E kpenyong, had char, e : 
judges and lawyers not • 1 
pervert justice but to do right 
to all manner o f people im> 
pective o f their background, 
and social status.

He said that workir. j  u 11 • 
the judiciary  was a cTi\ m. 
calling and therefore sho i 
be viewed by all practitioner 
as a sacrosanct assignme 
p o in tin g  ou t th a t ju d g e - 
would only have rest o f mini 
if  they do the right things uni 
dispense justice without fea 
or favour.

AMAC FHA LUGBE MARKET
FINAL REVOCATION NOTICE

This is to notify all those with allocation 
letters for Stalls, Warehouses, and 
Accelerated Shops in Lugbe FHA 
Market, who have not paid the 1st 
installment of Construction fees to do so 
at any Oceanic Bank Branch, A/C No. 
0441201005223 on or before 31st ol 
| January, 2006 or risk revocation.

in g  a n d  la w , Hlupet
ation* a | A 
.v.t'-rq a ii q a

f vi t ci ' j i 1 j i

AMAC
(Announcer)

- f ' 4+ .*■
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E ight children have been 
admitted at the Wurao 
G eneral H ospital in 

Sokoto State as a result o f an 
outbreak o f meningitis in the 
local government area.

The d isease  w as first 
reported in Tutukawa village 
and it later spread to Lugu 
village.

A lready , the  .state 
government has released the 
sum o f N1 million for the 
purchase o f drugs for the 

| affected areas and other areas 
that may likely be affected.

C onducting the s ta te ’s 
co m m iss io n er o f  health

From A m inu M oham m ed,
Regional Editor, Sokoto

round the affected areas and 
the victim s at the general 
h o sp ita l in W urno, Dr. 
Cherima J. Yakubu, told the 
co m m issio n er th a t the 
outbreak o f the disease was 
rep o rted  as soon as the 
villagers realized that some 
children were having severe 
fever and headache.

He said they were rushed 
to the hospital and out o f the 
eight children affected so far, 
five have been treated and 
d isch arg ed  w h ile  the

NEWS
Meningitis hits Sokoto

T he Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP), said it has 
no hands in the alleged 

plan to use state governors 
to push for a third term for 
P resident O lusegun O bas­
anjo.

The p a r ty ’s N atio n a l 
Publicity Secretary, Mr. John 
Odey, told the News Agency 
o f  Nigeria (NAN), yesterday 
in Abuja, that the PDP has no

links with the allegation.
“We have not summoned 

any meeting with any gove­
rnor on the amendment o f the 
constitution and we are not 
going to do such a thing.

“The National Assembly 
is constitu tionally  em po­
wered to deal with all issues 
bordering on law making and 
we do not have that power 
as a political party.

Return of pilgrims in Sokoto
zone epileptic -Kebbi Dep Gov

His Royal Higness, the Oba o f  Lagos,Oba Rilwan Akiolu welcoming the Commandant o f  the National War College, Rear 
Admiral Anthony,Isa to his palace ...recently, „ ii>

T ie  Deputy Governor of 
K ebbi s ta te , A lha ji 
Su leim an A bubakar 

A rgungu , has exp ressed  
dismay over the attitude o f 
Kabo Air to convey pilgrims 
from the Sokoto zone back 
home.

He was speaking at the 
Sultan A bubakar In terna­
tional Airport, Sokoto, over 
the weekend when he visited 
the a irp o rt to find  out 
whether the third batch o f the 
state’s pilgrims have arrived.

According to him, it was 
very unfortunate that the 
airliner did not learn from the 
experience o f airlifting the 
pilgrims to the holyland last 
month when over 300 inten­
ding pilgrims from the state 
were left behind.

The deputy -  governor 
said the state was not happy
with the airliner and appealed 
to the managbmenf o f  Kabo

From Aminu M ohamm ed.
Regional Editor, Sokni

Air to speed up the airlr 
Kebbi pilgrims now strands 
at Jeddah airport in Saud 
Arabia.

M eanwhile, onh  ,
960 pilgrims out o f3,552 : 
K ebbi sta te  have so :a 
returned home while 9S~ • r 
Zamfara out o f  3,383 I 
a lso  re tu rn ed . H ow ever 
Sokoto state which has n .  
four flights in the last 10 1. 
have abou t 2 ,250  ol 
pilgrims back home o 
4785.

Over 10,000 pilgrini> 
Sokoto, Kebbi and Zar 
states who were airlifted' 
the Sultan Abubakar Ink 
tional Airport, Sokoto. p 
rmed this year's hajj bin 
3,885 have so far been air 
back home

N/Delta: NLC calls for release 
of abducted oil workers

N LC president, Adams 
Oshiomhole, has cal­
led for the release of 

the four oil workers held ho­
stage by some groups in the 
Niger Delta since January 11.

Oshiomhole, in a state­
ment yesterday in Abuja, said 
that the NLC remains firm in 
its b e lie f  that there w ere 
compelling local concerns in 
the Niger delta which require 
u rg en t p o litic a l and 
constitutional solutions.

He however said that oil 
workers, whether Nigerians 
or expatriates, were not in any 
way responsible for that state 
o f affairs, while their abduc­
tion will not solve the prob­
lems.

A ccording to him , the

NLC is opposed to violence 
and h o stag e -tak in g  as a 
means to pursue grievances 
no matter how justified they 
may be.

“We hereby appeal for the 
immediate release o f all the 
hostages,” he said and urged 
the federal governm ent to 
in ten s ify  n eg o tia tio n s , 
adding that any resort to high 
h an d ed n ess  or m ilita ry  
solution might be unhelpful.

He again stressed that the 
Niger Delta problem could be 
solved through a variety o f 
m easu res , in c lu d in g  jo b  
creation.

“This is a challenge bef­
ore the president and mem­
bers o f  the National Asse­
mbly,” he said.

rem aining three were still 
receiving treatment.

R esponding , the sta te  
co m m iss io n er o f  hea lth , 
Alhaji Abubakar Zaki Amali 
Tambuwal, assured that the 
state government has taken 
ad eq u a te  m easu res  to 
prevent the spread o f  the 
disease.

A cco rd in g  to him , as 
soon as the m a tte r w as 
rep o rted  to  G o v ern o r 
A ttah iru  B afaraw a, he 
approved the release o f N 1 
million for the purchase of 
d rugs d esp ite  the non 
ap p rova l o f  th is  y e a r ’s 
budget.

A lhaji A bubakar Zaki 
Amali said his m inistry is 
prepared for any eventuality 
as adequate measures have 
already been put in place to 
tack le  the  sp read  o f  the 
disease.

‘PDP has no hands
in 3rd term campaign'

‘We do no t have the 
powers, neither do the gove­
rnors. We are confident that 
the National Assembly will 
make any constitutional rev­
iew  w hen n ecessary ,” he 
said.

Odey who blamed polit­
ical opponents for spreading 
rumours on the Third-Term 
agenda, said the PDP has 
commenced a public awar­
eness campaign aimed at ed­
ucating the populace on the 
nation’s electoral process.

“We are em barking on 
this public enlightenment to 
engage our supporters and 
other Nigerians so that toge­
ther, we can build a strong 
and virile political culture for 
the country,” he said.

He said the PDP believes 
that if  the public was properly 
enlightened on the electoral 
process, the electioneering 
process would be virtually 
hitch-free.

“There is also this issue 
o f  g o d -fa th e rism  in our 
p o lity ,” he said, arguing,

‘when there is proper 
ation and the elites are n . 
Ived in the politics o f the 
communities, god-fatlu ■ 
will be eliminated” . On 
plans by some m em ber^ 
the PDP to launch the Mi> - 
ment for the Restoration . 
Democracy (MRD). a p. 
tical association, Ode\ - 
the party  w ould enterte: 
such movement.

“We are not intimidate 
and we are not afraid bee a - 
we do not want a system u ! 
ere only the PDP will e \ t '  
he noted, stressing ihu 
lure o f strong opposition i 
the country was not health 
for democratic governance

He criticised other p> I 
tical parties for not having 
capacity  to challenge 
PDP government on i>si „ 
that could help develop th 
country.

“They spend much o f :h 
time raising spurious clai 
on the pages o f new spap. t 
just to cause distractions 
the government,” he said

Participants o f  National War College Course 14 viewing an Agusta helicopter a; 
Naval Air Station, Ojo, during their recent tour o f  militaiy and police establishments
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Hajj: Can we ever get it right?

“very much in order.”
In seeking a solution to 

this perennial failure, there is 
also the need to exam ine 
M antu’s claims that airlines 
usually contracted to airlift 
the pilgrims were not repu­
table enough.

A ccord ing  to M antu, 
there is the need to engage 
p ro fessiona l a irlines like 
Saudi Air, Ethiopian Airlines, 
British Airways or South Af­
rican airlines. That way, we 
shall get the best for our 
people.

Observers have also ar­
gued that the involvement o f 
several bodies handling the 
exercise creates confusion in 
the organisation as roles al­
ways overlap.

“The DPA, NCH and the 
Amirrul Hajj are all expected 
to carry out same functions 
and this is just a panacea for 
confusion,” remarked Jibrin 
Mohammed, a Kano-based 
journalist. Mohammed attrib­
uted the incessant racketeer­
ing in the Hajj programme to 
a collusion between airline 
operators and too many Hajj 
officials seeking for “quick 
cuts.”

Mohammed is sure that 
the situation would continue 
until the Hajj Commission is 
passed into law.

Analysts have also called 
for a thorough investigation 
into the affairs of the DPA and 
the NCH as some airlines that 
transported some pilgrims in 
the last two exercises were 
yet to be paid. Such a situa­
tion might just explain the re­
luctance to come to Nigeria.

Many have also called on 
government to hands off the

exercise  and allow  those 
ready to pay the “right and 
competitive fare” to work with 
private handlers with whom 
they could be sure o f  a better 
deal.

“That is better than the 
crow d we now  have that 
breeds confusion every other 
year,” argued Shehu Ladan, 
one o f the disappointed in­
tending pilgrim s in Abuja 
who said that the subsidy 
granted by government usu­
ally ends in the pockets o f 
civil servants.

For most keen observers, 
the recent vow by chairman 
o f the Senate Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, Sen. Jibril 
Aminu, that the National As­
sembly will order a thorough 
investigation o f  the “sheer 
and unadulterated incompe­
tence that sham ed the na­
tio n ,” appears soo th ing  
enough.

U nfo rtunate ly , m any 
commentators have found it 
difficult to extricate the Na­
tional A ssem bly m embers 
from the “shame.”

Top officials o f the NCH 
who craved anonymity, have 
continued to complain o f the 
overbearing attitude o f poli­
ticians who they say armtwist 
the officials to have their way.

Observers believe that a 
meaningful investigation into 
the Hajj activities must be ex­
tensive as many players are 
involved in the exercise.

One ready exam ple is 
when the NCH paid N33.1 
million to the Nigerian Immi­
gration Service for the print­
ing o f 65,000 pilgrims pass­
ports and id en tity  cards 
which were to be delivered in

Pix: Oladipupo Odunenv

September.
By early December when 

the NCH went to the National 
Security Printing and Minting 
Com pany (NSPM C), the> 
were told that the money ha ' 
not been remitted from the 
immigration department, forc­
ing an urgent meeting with 
the internal affairs minister 
who ordered the remittance 
o f the sum.

Nothing was said about 
the cause o f the delay so thai 
a repeat could be avoided

W hichever way Nigeria 
decides to resolve this recur­
rent problem, it must be bome 
in mind that the Saudi au­
thorities are already gening 
tired o f  the recurring contu­
sion in Nigeria’s yearly exer­
cise.

Gwandu said this much 
last month when he noted that 
Nigeria is generally portrav ed 
in the n eg a tiv e  in Saudi 
Arabia.

Hear him: “Nigeria is seen 
as the nation with everything 
that is bad. We are rioters, 
we are the demonstrators, the 
late comers and the extension 
seekers.”

But while the nation de­
liberates on the Hajj failure, 
another recurrent decimal is 
already rearing its head-thou- 
sands o f  N igerians are al­
ready stranded at Jeddah air­
port in Saudi weeks after the 
exercise.

Pundits believe that a 
quick return journey to N i ge- 
ria for those who were able to 
make rt is the best apolog\ 
the Hajj authorities can offer 
for this year’s failure as tlc 
search for a more organised 
system continues.

M uslim s on arrival a t Lagos H ajj cam p fro m  Saudi Arabia waiting fo r  their luggage.

S o much has been said 
about the Hajj fiasco 
that left about 20 ,000  

intending pilgrims stranded 
in December 2005 even after 
they had done everything re­
quired to take them to the 
Holy land for the religious 
obligation.

A nd as expec ted , the 
main actors in the Hajj organ­
isation have continued to 
trade blames in their bid to 
absolve them selves from  
what is generally seen as a 
national shame.

W hile the M inister o f  
State for Foreign Affairs, 
Alhaji Abubakar Tanko, is 
angry that the three airlines 
contracted for the exercise 
disappointed the nation, the 
Amirrul Hajj, Sen. Ibrahim 
Mantu, has distanced himself 
from the shoddy arrange­
ments as his appointment was 
“purely cerem onial” w ith 
nothing to do with organising 
the exercise.

On their part, the Direc­
torate o f  P ilgrim s A ffairs 
(DPA), has complained o f in­
terference while the Prof. 
Abubakar Gwandu-led Na­
tional Com m ittee on Hajj 
(NCH), blames the bureau­
cratic bottlenecks in the en­
tire process.

For the  d isap p o in ted  
faithfuls who went through 
‘hell’ in Hajj camps, these ex­
cuses are neither here nor 
there. But for analysts, it is 
time to beam the searchlight 
on the pertinent questions.

Why must the intending 
pilgrims suffer every year? 
W hy should perform ing a 
simple annual exercise be so 
difficult? Why must Nigeria,

as confirmed by Gwandu, re­
main the black sheep o f the 
Hajj exercise? And above all, 
can we ever get it right?

Most o f  the comments on 
the exercise point to one 
thing-organisational inepti- 
tude-unofficially referred to 
as the Nigerian factor which 
captures the country’s ten­
dency to refuse to plan.

But a cursory look at the 
poor planning will reveal that 
it has its roots in corruption, 
a fac t a tte s ted  to by the 
Amirrul Hajj, Mantu.

Experience has however 
shown that the situation has 
only persisted because cul­
prits are never fished out and 
punished.

The Deputy Senate Presi­
dent who was jolted by the 
magnitude o f corruption es­
pecially in the areas of pass­
port and ticket racketeering 
that dogged the exercise last 
year, for instance, promised 
that heads will roll. But noth­
ing happened.

Last year too, according 
to Gwandu, air cargo carriers 
receivecf 12 Saudi Riyals to 
airlift each kilogramme of lug­
gage but reneged on that deal 
and elected to ship the lug­
gage at tw o R iyals per 
kilogramme.

Nothing has happened to 
the offending carriers even 
when Gwandu promised to 
ensure that justice be done 
as many pilgrims lost their 
luggages while those lucky to 
get theirs found it between 
October and November in­
stead o f  March.

Incidentally, this year’s 
ex erc ise , considered  the 
worst ever, was, by Gwandu’s

calculation, expected to be the 
best after the NCH reportedly 
licensed three airlines consid­
ered reputable for the exercise 
and promptly paid them 30 
per cent up front.

With the 58,000 pilgrims 
meeting the Sept. 27, 2005 
payment deadline and the pil­
grims reforms that ensured 
m ore participation  by the 
states, Gwandu was sure o f 
success until the opposite hit 
him in the face.

In seeking a permanent 
so lu tio n  to  the p rob lem , 
M antu has called  for the 
“right pricing” of the exercise.

According to him, Nige­
ria with an average o f60,000 
pilgrims every year should be 
very attractive to the airlines. 
He argued that the very low 
offer from Nigeria makes it 
imperative that aircrafts are 
leased  to co u n trie s  w ith 
higher offers while Nigeria is 
considered last.

Here, analysts believe 
Mantu has a point because 
several days after the com­
mencement o f the operation, 
there was no single airlift from 
Nigeria.

M antu also has a sup­
porter in Jahed Allam, general 
m anager o f  In ternational 
Trans-Air Limited, one of the 
airlines licensed for the exer­
cise who com plained that 
Nigeria’s offer was “very un­
attractive and not competitive 
enough.”

He said that the 900 dol­
lars offered by Nigeria per pil­
grim would not allow opera­
tors “to operate comfortably,” 
an argument rejected by NCH 
secretary, Samaila Yusuf, who 
said that the am ount was
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2006Hajj: Shame of Sakkwatawa
I t shall be called shame, 

shame, and shame! This 
was exactly what the hith­

erto supposed to be well-be- 
haved and spiritually upright 
pilgrims of Sokoto State dem­
onstrated penultimate Friday, 
January 20, 2006 at the King 
A bdulA zeez International 
Airport, Jeddah.

Prior to delving into de­
tails, the shame Sakkwatawa 
brought to Nigeria’s persis­
tent fragile but deteriorating 
image outside the shores of 
the country, one recalls with 
utmost displeasure the bad 
display of ignoran.ce and lack 
of decorum characterised by 
high level demonstration of 
inefficiency of Sokoto State 
Pilgrims Welfare Board where 
it allowed or conveyed its re-

By Suleiman M uhammad 
Sulaiman

tumee pilgrims to be so ran­
corous and w anton at the 
Jeddah Airport by unleashing 
mayhem on their brothers and 
sisters from FCT, Abuja with­
out any reason whatsoever 
to advance against the latter.

Going by reports from both 
local and international media 
organisations, Sokoto State 
pilgrims after spending two to 
three days at the Jeddah Air­
port decided to stage a drama­
like crisis on the about-to-de- 
part and innocent pilgrims of 
Abuja for no other reason 
than that the FCT pilgrims 
were alleged to have been ac­
corded special treatment; that 
is, they didn’t spend more

“Pilgrims from Sokoto State should realise 
that their FCT counterparts share no geo­
graphical zone with them in Nigeria; hence, 
having different bodies to cater for them. More 
so, their hajj carrier companies differ. Then 
why should they (Sokoto pilgrims) have de­
scended so low as to start beating their broth­
ers? Does Islam not preach peace and broth­
erhood? Had they forgotten the spiritual mis­
sion undertaken at the holy land?”

than a day but were about to 
board their return flight.

The so-called argument of 
whether the FCT pilgrims did 
not spend a day or an hour at 
the airport further buttressed 
the efficient and professional 
manner with which the FCT 
M uslim  Pilgrim s Welfare 
Board discharged and coor­
dinated the annual pilgrimage. 
In fact, they deserve commen­
dation for that.

Anybody who observes 
hajj, either in the past or o f 
recent, will acknowledge or 
justify that the FCT Pilgrims 
Board’s laudable attempt to 
compete with and/or emulate 
o ther countries with hun­
dreds o f thousands o f p il­
grims who stay at Jeddah Air­
port for a very minimal period 
is a good one. It will surprise 
any reader that the author of 
this write-up is a living wit­
ness during the 2004 hajj at 
Jeddah Airport where within 
a couple o f  m inutes, over
1,000 pilgrims of Afghanistan 
formed a queue but the inter­
esting part o f their attitude is 
that nobody begged for ex­
cuse (or whatever favour) to 
join queue ahead o f the last 
person he met. To the amaze­
ment of self and other fellow 
Nigerians, within five to 10 
minutes, one ceased to see 
any Afghan as they were effi­
c iently  shown the way to

board their flight back home!
Unlike some states in my 

country and in particu lar 
where Sakkwatawa decided 
to behave otherwise, such 
decency and discipline are 
lacking and to the dismay and 
chagrin of all responsible in­
dividuals, Sokoto State pil­
grims started shouting, using 
unprintable words on their 
fellow brothers and sisters for 
no other reason than the re­
sult o f inefficiency of their 
state’s pilgrims board! In fact, 
they started stoning the FCT 
pilgrims with sachets of Zam- 
Zam water or any object they 
could  lay their hands on. 
What a shameful act!

With the foregoing insight, 
I wish to draw the attention of 
pilgrims particularly those 
from Sokoto State who threw 
decorum and decency to the 
dogs that they should remem­
ber their mission to the Holy 
land and need to, without any 
apology, engage in sober re­
flection on their ignominious 
conduct, which didn’t portray 
the true and exemplary culture 
or teachings of Islam. And, 
may they be reminded of one 
o f  the verses o f  the Holy 
Qur’an which says upon in­
tending pilgrims: “...H ajj is 
(during) well-known months, 
so whoever has m ade H ajj 
ob liga to ry  upon h im se lf  
therein (by entering the state

o f  lhram), there is (to be fo r  
him) no sexual relations and 
disobedience and no disput­
ing during Haii. A nd what­
ever g o o d  you  do -  A llah  
kn ow s it. A n d  take . . . ” 
(Surah Al-Baqarah, 2:197).

Rather than be guided by 
the foregoing Surah, our 
brothers from Sokoto be­
haved in a very unruly man­
ner by engaging themselves 
recklessly and wildly upon 
their brothers and sisters from 
FCT in a manner reminiscent 
o f Jahiliyya period!

For record purposes, I want 
to categorically state that I 
am neither from FCT geo­
graphical zone nor am I hold­
ing any brief for the board. 
However, I hail from the same 
zone with Sokoto but one 
finds (like any other decent 
minds) the conduct of Sokoto 
State pilgrims very unaccept­
able and condemnable in all 
ramifications of good norms, 
civilisation and more impor­
tantly what Islam teaches. 
Even if one finds the reckless 
conduct of Sokoto pilgrims to 
be too rigid, one cannot but 
blame their state Pilgrim s’ 
Welfare Board for lack of 
good organisation and mana­
gerial skill. How come that the 
pilgrims stayed at the airport 
for three consecutive days 
after leaving M akkah or 
Madinah?

At the first instant iv
should they be b rou j to 
Jeddah if their flight • >t
on ground? And is th a
the operation was su d
to be coordinated? 
my experience durin g t \ 4
hajj on the conduct ar 
cient organisation w I
saw over the airlifting 
Afghanistan pilgrims .
Her explained.

Pilgrims from Sokot 
should realise that the 
counterparts share n. 
graphical zone with th 
Nigeria; hence, having 
ent bodies to cater for 
More so, their hajj camei 
panies differ. Then 
should they (Sokoto pil • - 
have descended so lov. i' t 
start beating their broti e 
Does Islam not preach p e ... 
and brotherhood? Had th. - 
forgotten the spiritual mi - 
undertaken at the holy lam

In conclusion, I wish \  
particularly call on the Sc - 
State governor, AH. 
Attahiru Bafarawa to w 
any delay investigate : 
way and manner the stau 
grims board organised 
handled this y e a r’s h jj . 
which brought shame t 
only to his state but the con: 
try in general. The exemp 
conduct and organisatii 
skill o f states with more pi 
grims like Kano should be 
emulated.

S u le im an  M u ham m ad  
S u la im an , No. 1A, A rdo  
Street, Nasarawa State.

ano State has the slo­
gan, “Centre o f com- 

lerce” and defining 
the concept in terms of “trade” 
would still have been aptly 
named were the concept to be 
defined in terms of “politics.” 
Kano is the state which both 
the least expected candidate or 
consensus candidate could 
win or lose election simulta­
neously depending on the cir­
cumstances on ground in any 
given situation and time.

If we can recall clearly 
around 1989-91, an Igbo man 
contested and won councillor- 
ship election in Kano. One can 
rightly observe that Kano is a 
typical Islamic society, because 
the impact o f Islamic culture 
and trade spans over seven 
hundred years in Kano.

And about one thousand 
years of intricate traditional and 
political structure has been in 
place. It is the most heteroge­
neous and populous Hausa 
state in the NQrth. These and 
many other factors make Kano 
a more politically volatile state. 
At the same time, it’s a sensi­
tive state to any government 
at the centre that seeks or 
wants to maintain power in Ni­
geria.

I feel that politicians in Kano 
should extol the virtues of the 
late Emir o f Kano, Alhaji 
Abdullahi Bayero and Malam 
Aminu Kano of blessed memo­
ries.

In terms of political ideology, 
Kano politicians Should emu­
late the current ANPP deputy 
governor, Engineer Magaji 
Abdullahi for so many rea­
sons. I sincerely feel that the 
current ANPP government un­
der the leadership o f Malam 
Ibrahim Shekarau (my past 
principal in Hadejia), should 
try and come to terms with all 
the good pieces o f advice 
given to them by Ujudud 
Shariff in his Tuesday column 
of Daily Trust on 22M April, 
2003 two or three days after this 
government was installed. But 
if the Kano ANPP deems it fit 
lo, seek for re-election come 
2007. then I don’! think IVifl be

Governments, politicians and people of Kano/Jigawa
biased if I single out Engineer 
Magaji Abdullahi to top the list 
of other credible Kano ANPP 
members for the primaries and 
governorship elections in rela­
tion to the factors that 
characterised his past political 
struggle during the days o f 
SDP.

On the other hand, what is 
happening in both Kano and
Jigawa PDP is simply a dem­
onstration of an addressed and 
expressed will of the democrats 
concerned wishing to articu­
late their grievances and make 
redresses. That can be seen in 
both their conferences (Rimi 
faction) of 1st and 3rd Octo­
ber, 2005 respectively. Alhaji 
Muhammad Abubakar Rimi, 
member, Board of Trustees o f 
the PDP; former Minister o f 
Labour and Productivity, Alhaji 
Musa Gwadabe; former 
Speaker, Federal House ofRep- 
resentatives, Alhaji Umar Ghali 
Na’Abba; former Minister of 
Mines and Power and later the 
Internal Affairs Minister during 
the late General Sani Abacha 
military administration. Alhaji 
Bashir Dalhatu; former Minis­
ter of State for Works. Alhaji 
Saleh Shehu; ex-civilian gov­
ernor of Jigawa State, Barrister 
Ali Sa’ad; former Ambassador 
of Nigeria to Tanzania. Alhaji 
Ahmed Usman; former Ambas­
sador of Nigeria to North Ko­
rea, Alhaji Daudu Suleiman and 
several other party members 
held a congress on Monday, 
3rd October, 2005 in Kano as a 
group popularly referred to as 
PDP Ta Jama 'a (the People’s 
PDP).

Consequently, on Thurs­
day, 20* October, 2005, another 
PDP faction popularly referred 
to as PDP Ta Abuja (Abuja 
PDP) met in the Sani Abacha 
Stadium, Kano, comprising the 
PDP bigwigs from Abuja. 
These included deputy na­
tional leader who represented 
the PDP National Chairman, 
Ahmadu Ali. Others Ift, atten-

By Ahmadu A. Is’haq

dance are too numerous to 
mention by name. I f  you 
look at this situation, it easily 
generates the fear of creation 
o f factions capable o f tearing 
the PDP into two houses (at 
the time of writing this piece). 
One can easily cast his mind 

.back and relate to what tran­
spired in PRP in the Second 
Republic resulting in two ma­
jor factions of Santsi and Tabo 
and those characters are the 
same people in today’s wran­
gling of PDP; this time around 
united together (the Santsis 
and Tabos). Also, on the other 
hand, there is this probability 
of re-union especially if you 
apply the concept of the theory 
of development that says “at 
the end of every crisis, there is 
development.” Because trying 
to be a good student of history 
especially if we relate to the 
case in 1998 when all charac­
ters o f people were brought to­
gether, some in bloc and formed 
the PDP as the strongest party 
not only in Nigeria or Africa, 
but the world at large. I cannot 
easily divorce the fact that 
consociationalism would be a 
viable option to restore nor­
malcy and greatness in PDP 
(emphasis mine). Let’s bet!

The most important thing to 
consider in making analysis 
about this case is the reaction 
of common people on Thurs­
day, October 20,2005 congress 
where they carried posters of 
different candidates including 
IBB, Obasanjo/Atiku, Uzor 
Kalu, Kwankwaso, Aminu 
Dabo and Ganduje on the other 
hand from all walks o f the 
venue. Some notorious youth 
carried a bier with a whitish 
object inside indicating a dead 
body. Jumping and shouting, 
‘Rimiya mutu, mun huta! ’ (Rimi 
is dead and we’re at peace!). 
Because the whitish object in­
side the bier indicated the 
corpse of Rimi with his poster

attached, which they handed 
over to the speaker at the con­
gress, Alhaji (Comrade) Wada 
Waziri, and finally to Akida 
House at Maiduguri Road, 
Rimi’s campaign office.

Talk about Jigawa State in 
particular, the important politi­
cal issue is that of “successor- 
ship.” The incumbent gover­
nor should contend with the 
rising popularity of the cream 
of speculated interested politi­
cians cropping up by the day 
for the sake o f development 
and progress of democracy in 
the state, so that he can score 
his 40 per cent pass mark on 
leaving office after eight years.

Turaki should not tread or 
witch-hunt anybody and 
should also realise that the suc­
cess of the truce brokered be­
tween him and former Foreign 
Affairs Minister, Sule Lamido 
largely depends on how truly 
Sule Lamido is committed to be 
his brother and sisters’ keeper 
(I wish his speech of October 
20,2005 in Kano came from the 
bottom of his heart). And also 
how strong the governor is to 
accommodate the political in­
ter-play in the spirit of allow­
ing the natural role o f events 
between and among diverse in­
dividuals or groups of politi­
cians. Some among the specu­
lated interested politicians 
have exhibited courage as well 
as healthy competition with the 
incumbent governor at various 
levels in the past and at 
present; like Alhaji Bashir 
Dalhatu in the 2003 guberna­
torial election and Farouk 
Adamu Aliyu, ANPP member, 
Federal House of Representa­
tives and chairman, House 
Committee on Population for 
his incessant and vibrant role 
of criticising and addressing 
the shortcomings of the Turaki 
ANPP government.

Alhaji Saleh Shehu, former 
Minister of State Works is an­
other person that the agony of 
the politics of successor-ship

shouldn’t harm. For so many 
reasons because as contained 
in the Daily Trust of Friday, 22 
July, 2005 “the fall of erstwhile 
Minister o f State Works, Alhaji 
Saleh Shehu, was largely seen 
as a result of the truce entered 
between these two erstwhile 
political enemies. The works 
minister’s open quest to con­
test the state PDP guber ticket 
has pitched him against 
Lamido and Governor Turaki.

However, Saleh Shehu is still 
not left behind and in fact was 
interested to keep the record 
straight in the sense that you 
admire his style o f politics 
when on Saturday, October 24, 
2005, he toured some major cit­
ies in Jigawa including Dutsc 
and Hadejia to express his ges­
ture for the support accorded 
him while serving as the minis­
ter, and to solicit for more sup­
port which of course was dis­
played by the cheering crowd 
of people to his convoy carry­
ing his posters and that of his 
boss, Vice President Atiku 
Abubakar.

For Ali Sa’ad, ex-civilian 
governor o f Jigawa State, he 
still celebrates his performance 
in the sense that “ 12 years af­
ter his administration, no gov­
ernment in Jigawa has broken 
the record he set in the provi­
sion of 1,000 houses in a very 
short period of time with the 
little money they earned com­
pared to what is provided 
now.”

Still cropping up on the list 
of speculated interested can­
didates for Jigawa gubernato­
rial seat in 2007 are Alhaji 
Ahmed Usman, former Ambas­
sador of Nigeria to Tanzania. 
He participated actively in 
Jigawa PDP, but while some 
people speculate about his in­
terest for governorship, others 
view him as a senatorial candi­
date wishing to contest elec­
tion come 2007.

From all the foregoing, now 
is sincerely the time to make

the Jigawa slots thus: polm 
cians and people o f  Jigawa 
should wake up “to give their 
today for tomorrow.” While 
they celebrate the change of 
focus by the Turaki govern­
ment, they should also pra> n 
God to guide these prosper 
tive eminent politicians, and 
bestow them with wisdom for 
employing healthy compe; t 
in the general interest of the 
people to address the issue of 
who amongst them becomes 
what, why and how. “Sacrifice' 
remains the greatest single 
thing in this respect.

From what happened in 
Jigawa in the past, the concep' 
of re-election bid of an incur 
bent government unlike it 
Kano is a viable exercise, bir 
this issue is not a pressing one 
at the moment. The ideal th:n. 
to do now is to explore the con­
cept o f development but th. 
one which emphasises that 
“central to any attempt at de­
velopment is the enlargement 
o f  people’s choices thereby 
providing them with access u 
resources, which are neces­
sary for decent living.” The in­
cumbent government 
Jigawa State has after six 
wasteful years embarked on 
some laudable projects that are 
sincerely long overdue for ex­
ecution; like the much-hyped 
mass housing programme that 
was on the millennium budget 
o f  year 2000  in which 100 
houses each would be built in 
all the 27 local government an J 
50 development areas making 
a total of 7,700 houses all ovt~ 
the state.

Let the Jigaw a people 
strike a ‘deal’ with Govetno 
Turaki about the state of the 
current exercise. If duly com­
pleted, then they should pra> 
to God to save Turaki frorr. 
the EFCC after leaving office 
in 2007.

Ahmadu A. I s ’haq wrote in 
from  67, Farm Centre, GRA, 
Kano.
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A hmed Yamel was a 
bright student and a 
sportsman. He played 

active hockey, - inch was the 
schooi’s pastime. For his rr i- 
cho outlook, he was popuk ly 
called Man in oar secondary 
school days in the mid-sixties! 
You could therefore imagine 
my disbelief when he recently 
told me that he shed tears of 
nostalgia after reading my last 
piece titled The Revealing  
Lullaby ofBebiya. Man, shed­
ding tears! I was touched. It 
was a story that every one of 
us from that culture knew. The 
setting was very familiar to 
every one o f us and we remi­
nisce a lot as we pitied our 
children for losing out to TV 
and video gam es on that 
score.

As we reminisced over the 
bygone days, A hm ad El- 
Rufa’i, (no relation to the fa­
mous minister) my four-year- 
old son, walked in singing a 
stanza from one o f the stories 
I had told them the previous 

! evening. El-Rufa’i was one 
| day almost refused treatment 
| at the National Hospital where 
1 he v/as taken to by his mother 
! due to some ailment; because 
j one o f  the hosp ita l s ta ff  
1 thought he was the son o f the 
| famous minister. The reason 
| was that the staff had to sleep 
j outside the previous night 
! because his ‘illegal’ structure 

home in one o f the satellite 
| towns was demolished by the 
! FCDA. It took concerted ef- 
i forts to convince the staff that 
| while the minister’s name was 
! a surname, my son’s name was 
! a first name and therefore he 
i could see that there was no 
| blood relationship between 
i the two. My poor son was 
I grudgingly treated ultimately.

When Yamei asked me how 
j come my son wa* singing 
j such old folklore song, I toid 
| him that some o f the stories in 
| my pieces 1 actually retold to 

my children whenever my 
DSTV card expires and they 

I liked  them  a lot. It &ven 
' tempted me to bring down the 
I satellite dish and replace it 
! with a Candlelight storytelling

The ungrateful hornbill
session in the family sitting 
room. He laughed and asked 
what was the story again as it 
1 5 escaped his memory. I 
k  !• 'am  that it was “The un- 

h '‘"nhil!” and went 
ahead to teli him and his friend 
the story again.

Once upon a time, when 
birds and other animals talked 
like human beings, there was 
a female hornbill (Sheda in 
Hausa language) that had 
been looking for a husband for 
quite a long time without get­
ting any suitor. She would fol­
low other girl-birds to the tree- 
top arena every bird-market 
day, with the hope that some 
lonely bird may see and pro­
pose to her, but she never had 
any luck. Other birds laughed 
at and told her that no bird 
worth his salt would marry 
such a long-beaked creature. 
Her beak was so long that 
whenever she sat in her nest, 
it would be protruding out like 
one of the branches she had 
her nest on.

She was disliked by her 
bird-people and derided by 
humans. She became very 
upset and restless. She would 
frequent ponds, lakes and riv­
ers; in fact, wherever birds 
flocked, she would be there 
hopefully trying to be noticed 
by a suitor. Bn? her beak was 
too long they said and there­
fore nobody v anted a wife 
with such a long and piotrad­
ing appendage “How would 
one hold such a creature in 
ireetop ballroom dances?” a 
cute little robin or some other 
exotic bird would ask in jest. 
She indeed became an un­
happy creature and would of­
ten sit alone r a branch con­
templating her oredicameat.

should buy an eye protector 
else she could easily pluck 
one’s eyes out if  one dared 
cross her. Other birds would 
cackle in jest and fly away. 
This really got to her and she 
would spend the night in the 
trees crying until one day, a 
group o f birds tried to play 
some pranks on her.

They knew that the king of 
birds, Dawisu the peacock, 
had lost his senior wife of re­
cent. They went and told him 
that there was a beautiful girl- 
bird who would fit the royal 
nest-hold of the king and she 
was yet to be betrothed to any 
bird and felt that the king de­
served to be consoled by her 
beauty. The king bought the 
idea and said he would pay 
Sheda a visit to see for him­
self.

A cute colourful robin was 
quickly sent to warn Sheda of 
the king’s impending visit and 
its purpose. T he poor girl-bird 
became agitated, apprehen­
sive and not knowing how to 
cover her long beak. On the 
other hand, she thought it 
would be a God-sent opportu­
nity to be able to entice Dawisu 
the peacock and king of birds 
and become his wife. She spent 
the whole night thinking of 
how to cover her long beak at 
least until the marriage had 
taken place. She thought and 
thought until an idea began to 
form in her mind.

Early in the morning, Sheda 
flew to the family tree o f the 
little dove and asked if  she was 
home. She was led to the 
branch in which the little dove 
sat eating a few worms she had 
earlier picked up from the fields 
nearby. ‘To what occasion do 
I owe this visit, oh Sheda!"

Tmo matte: how hard she The little gid-dove asked some-
cried to woe i - tutor die tno- w hat su rprised that Sheda
merit they su * ler long beak, would paly her a visit that early
they would j û  up speed and in the me ’ : _ Shed 7 to Id ic
flap awiy.h j si- anddiigher 1 litre k  o f the impending

visit o€Cki m su-m d  Its ve£sdn.
diau bud ; heard spying Sheasked that she be allowed
w hoever < : : T ied  Sheda to borrow the dove’s small

beak for three days until the 
marriage was contracted, then 
the dove would have her beak 
back.

The little dove was full of 
pity and kindness. She re­
moved her beak and gave it to 
Sheda, but entreated her to 
make sure she brought it back 
in three days time as the dove 
could not feed using Sheda s 
long and unw ieldy  beak. 
Sheda swore by the lost bones 
of her mother that immediately 
the wedding was over, in three 
days’ time, she would bring 
back the beak to the dove.

That evening, Dawisu and 
his bird entourage paid a visit 
to Sheda and proposed to her, 
which she quickly accepted 
before something made him 
change his bird-mind. That 
same night, the bride was con­
veyed to the royal nest o f 
Dawisu where she was given 
a very cozy nest built earlier 
that morning. Sheda lived hap­
pily in the royal nest and for­
got about the poor dove who 
gave her the beak with which 
she was able to get married. 
She became the favourite wife 
of the king and anything she 
wanted, the king would oblige 
her.

A  month later, the poor dove 
had drastically lost weight as 
the beak she was saddled with 
would not allow her to feed. It 
was too big for a small bird that 
picked  sm all grains and 
worms. So she made up her 
mind to go find Sheda and re­
trieve her beak before she died 
of starvation. She could hardly 
fly but the tear o f dying pro­
pelled her into the blue skies 
from one treetop to the other 
asking for the whereabouts of 
the royal nest-hold o f Dawisu, 
the king o f all the birds! Every 
treetop on which she perched , 
she would sing a song iiius.

M am  sidan  nana masu

Dawisu sarkin Tsuntsaye 
Wata Sheda ta an  bald 
Da ga kwana ukku ta ce 

man
Yau gata hard a watanni 
Idan naje Koto 
Ni kan fad i kushangare 
Ni kan tashi kushangare 
Roughly translated: 
Owners of this nest-hold, I 

greet you 
I greet you night and day 
I ask if  I am at the royal nest 

ofDawisu 
Dawisu our avian king 
His hornbill wife borrowed 

my little beak 
For three days she prom­

ised me 
It has now dragged into 

many moons 
W hen I go out picking 

worms 
I tumble and fall headlong 
Her beak is too big for little 

me
Then the nest-hold would 

send her away w ith kind 
words to another treetop un­
til she got to the royal nest- 
hold o f the king and she sang 
similar appeal. At first, Sheda 
pretended she had not heard 
the dove’s appeal but other 
bird-wives did and stopped 
their chatter and listened at­
tentively. With the glee of 
envy, they told the little dove 
that she was in the right place. 
Grudgingly, Sheda welcomed 
her without shame. The little 
dove refused to hear anything 
but demanded for her beak 
back,which she forcefully re­
moved and threw the long 
untenable one back to Sheda 
and immediately flew away.

Sheda sat gloomily in her 
nest w ith a long beak protrud­
ing into the king’s treetop toi­
let. When Dawisu came back

from his royal court, he picked 
his ablution container and 
went round to his com er cnee 
only for his anus to be pneked 
by Sheda's long and un w eld> 
appendage. The king in\olun- 
tarily jumped and if  not bei a use 
he still practised fly inc. he 
would have tumbled d< ^ t he 
tree to his death. He turned 
around and began pullir.- :ne 
long appendage even a> > da 
cried out saying it her 
beak, not an alien thine W hen 
the king realised what it u as. 
he divorced and asked her to 
pack everything that belt niied 
to her from the royal nes: im­
mediately.

As I concluded the stor\ the 
other person sitting with darnel 
sighed and philosophically 
observed the sim ilarm  be­
tween Sheda and king Om. an 
ungrateful king in another land, 
who has a running batde w -th 
his people because he too re­
fused to return the beak a hich 
the people lent to him some 
years ago. Unlike Sheda. how­
ever, Oki kept himself in an im­
pregnable fortress, chi>elled 
out o f  rock, to escape the 
people’s wrath. But like tlx i ittle 
dove, the people were ccc t 
mined to get what belongs to 
them back, no matter whene ( >k i 
went and hid. He ma\ ; be 
as lucky as Sheda and _ > ^  >i 
free! They would surcharge 
him for all the camon he had 
been eating with their oner 
wise clean and holy beak'

We all laughed even is  the 
friend remained dead scnous 
about the surcharge of ( >m A' 
I bade them goodbye. I too 
thought of the day of reckon 
ing for such beak-stealing rul 
ers all over the work: and 
shook my head in unresolved 
anger over it.

! KU vana* i
tashin Ku

Ko nan , Zidan D

Reactions to articles published  in 
this paper m ay be directed to the 

editor via the em ail address:
■

editor(a)jdailytrust. com
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4 PLATEAU STATE INDIGENES OEVElflPMENT ASSOCIATION 
K U )
FCT, ABUJA 

OFFICE ADDRESS;
C-0 Plateau Suite Q ovenanetn's l-<xiye 

N. 2. J.J KaJsya Close 
Off, Jose Marti Crescent 

Aaokom Abuja

P U B L IC  N O T IC E
1. The attention of the leadership of Plateau State 
Indigenes Development Association (PSIDA), Abuja, 
has been drawn to a purported plan by some groups of 
persons to make public statements and/or actions on 
behalf of the citizens of Plateau State in Abuja.

2. Much as PSIDA, Abuja, believes in the fundamental 
rights of individuals and groups to express their 
opinions on state, national and international issues, the 
association wishes to state unequivocally that the 
purported planned action is not at the instance of 
Plateau State Indigenes Development Association, 
Abuja.

As a non-partisan umbrella organization that caters for 
the social and developmental needs of Plateau State 
Indigenes in Abuja, we, like all Nigerians and other 
citizens of Plateau State in particular, are concerned 
about the state of affairs in our beloved state.

3. Consequently, we have initiated and are exploring 
various avenues within our capabilities to assist, as 
stakeholders in Plateau State, toward ensuring that our 
state regains its normalcy and balance.

4. The planned action is and cannot therefore be the 
brainchild of PSIDA.

5. We wish to seize this opportunity to commend all 
categories of the citizens of the state and other 
respectable Nigerians for their assiduous efforts at 
bringing political equilibrium in Plateau State.

L o n g  l i v e  P l a t e a u  S t a t e

T H o n l r  v r * n

Pofifs Jĉeph M. KsdauriH*\&■
(Sseretmy)

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 
EVENT MANAGERS FOR INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION

A Strategic National Public Organization is ptannir o
host an International Exhibition in Abuja in the sec d 
quarter of 2006 and hereby invites Expression of InU 
from an Individual Professional Consultant or an 
experienced multidisciplinary Event Management 
Consulting firm with DEMONSTRABLE REQUISITE 
EXPERIENCE AND EXPERTISE to manage the planned fair.

Scope of Intervention:

► Developing a comprehensive and integrated 
strategy blueprint for the implementation of the 
entire project;

► Design market driven programme structure for 
the event as well as develop formats and systems 
for various aspects of the project;

► Provide on-going advisory services througnout 
the project to the client;

► Develop specifications and scheme of work for 
the relevant services;

► Responsible for the coordination of the entire 
process;

► Develop Marketing, Publicity, Logistics, Protocol
plans for implementation bearing in mind the 
local and international participation profile.

► Maintain presence in Client's Office throughout 
the duration of the project;

► Serve as Secretariat for the event;
► Develop tools for monitoring value and 

effectiveness of initiative; database to capture 
exhibitor and visitors profile of the event.

Interested Individuals or Corporate Consultants with 
requisite expertise and exposure in managing 
International Exhibitions and Events are invited to 
respond to this request for expression of interest by 
submitting detailed profiles to the Advertiser within one 
week from the date of this publication. No late 
applications will be entertained.

The Advertiser,
P, 0. Box 14282, 

Garki, Abuja, 
Federal Capital Territory 

Nigeria. J
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Trust International
Continued fro m  yesterday

Foreign & Diplomatic

i
‘Give Africa chance to grow1
■ f to nlrn naurr fVint II _ • . * i t '  I I  n • I . • nti nnfi nn/Minn «11 A___‘t is also good news that 

they are actively consid- 
_ering debt relief for other 

African countries that do not 
fall within the HIPC category, 
Nigeria has benefited from 
debt relief and we are grateful 
to those that made ft possible. 
While asking for more conce­
ssions from our creditors, I 
also urge those o f us that ha­
ve benefited from earlier relief 
to translate it to identifiable 

: development endeavours as 
proof o f  our genuine concern 
about the future o f our peo­
ple.

Distinguished Ladies and 
G en tlem en , the G erm an 
President, Mr. Horst Kohler 
hosted usjtp the  formal inau­
guration o f  his Partnership 
with Africa Initiative in Bonn 
in November 2005. We share 
in his genuine concern and 
dream for the future of Africa. 
We welcome the on-going 
dialogue between Africa and 
the Nordic countries. We note 
with satisfaction the outcome 
o f the just concluded meeting 
o f the Africa-Nordic Foreign 
Ministers in Cotonou, Rep­
ublic o f  Benin. We salute 
these initiatives and similar 
other Initiatives and pledge 
our full cooperation to see the 
visions encapsulated therein 
succeed. It is my fervent view 
that the future o f our contin­
ent tha t is now  receiv ing  
international investment must 
be one that is free o f conflicts, 
hunger, disease and want. It 
is also one that has evolved 
into a zone o f  peace; where 
its resources are exploited for 
the sole purpose o f  develo­
p ing  its  so c ie tie s ; w here 
despair has yielded way to 
hope; and where the security 
o f  generations yet unborn 
has been guaranteed today 
through good practices in 
governance.

Your Excellencies, our 
initiatives within the AU and 
NEPAD have continued to 
receive international endorse­
ment. History therefore beck­
ons on us to strengthen our 
determination to create and 
sustain the enthusiasm  to 
meet the growing aspirations 
for development by our peo­
ple. Where we lack the capital 
and technological know-how, 
we are blessed with enormous 
resources o f land end abund­
ant labour to engage in const­
ructive and comparative part­
nership with the international 
community. It is axiomatic 
therefore that this is a basic 
underlining fact in the search 
fur solutions to Africa’s prob- 
lems.

Dear Colleagues, our coll­
ective experience is indicative 
o f the fact that good practices 
in governance f! 
qualit

frv)m tne
commitment 

r o f lead
Toda>
desire

laract
even

lture

tocus 
^adership. 
>t more is 
orthy that
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towards sustainable devel
opment is being attained. The 
onus o f sustainability there­
fore resides with us. While 
congratulating those o f  us 
that have committed ourse­
lves to this process, I urge 
those who have not, to find 
the positive reasons to acc­
ede to APRM. The APRM pr­
ocess has served to improve 
the image o f Africa. I cong­
ratulate Ghana as the first 
country to be peer-reviewed.

Your Excellencies, disting­
uished Ladies and Gentlemen,

Support Mission (IGASOM) 
to deploy. The other factor im­
peding progress in the achie­
vement o f peace in Somalia is 
the lack o f  the necessary  
resources to prosecute the 
AU’s agenda in the country.

The Ethiopia-Eritrea bor­
der demarcation process has 
not recorded any significant 
progress owing to the diver­
gent perspectives o f  the part­
ies to the implementation of 
the Boundary Commission’s 
decision. The disturbing sign­
als arising from the troops

there can be no socijty .with- deployment in and around the 
out the youth. This is more Temporary Security Zone,
so that society being a conti­
nuum depends on its youth 
to relay the baton of regener­
ation. The strides we are mak­
ing today in reorganizing and 
reforming our society are the 
logical result o f the knowl­
edge and experiences which 
as youth we derived from our 
forebears. It was therefore 
m ost appropriate that the 
theme o f  the France-Africa 
Summit in December 2005 
dwelt on the qualities and 
potentialities o f the African 
youth.

I would like to use this 
opportunity to thank once 
again and congratulate the 
conveners o f  the sum m it, 
particularly our dear brother 
and President o f  the Republic 
o f  Mali, His Excellency Ama­
dou Toumani Toure, for succ­
essfully hosting that histo­
rical Summit. It is incumbent 
upon us as servants o f  our 
p eo p les , p a rticu la rly  the 
youth o f  Africa, to ensure that 
the outcome o f that Summit 
is given the necessary supp­
ort, both at national and cont­
inental levels.

Similarly, let me commend 
to this summit the recommen­
dations o f  the Joint AU/ECA 
Conference o f  Ministers o f 
Women and Gender Affairs in 
Dakar in October 2005, for 
serious consideration. We 
have arrived at a stage in our 
collective quest for solution 
to our problems when issues 
o f  interest and relevance to 
our womenfolk must take the 
center stage. Our commitment 
to the realization of the MDGs 
can only be total if we demo­
nstrate our abiding will and 
resolve to uplift, even jump 
start, our determination to put 
the gender and youth issues, 
especially as regards the need 
f«?r em pow erm ent, on the 
front burner o f the agenda o f 
the AU at all times. The AU 
must provide credible leader-

and the uncompromising sta­
nce o f the two parties should

ations and counter accusa­
tions o f both Sudan and Chad 
o f aggression in each other’s 
territory and support for reb­
els in each other’s territory 
are cause for serious concern 
and should be handled with 
the frankness it deserves in 
finding out the real aggressor. 
It is important that we take 
appropriate steps to discou­
rage acts o f  destablization. 
May I implore all parties conc­
erned to ensure continuous 
faithful implementation of the 
Comprehensive Peace Agree­
ment on Southern Sudan.

In the C entral A frican 
Republic, the seeming relapse 
into a stare o f  Insecurity curr­
ently being witnessed calls 
Tor our concerted attention. 
The need to find lasting solut­
ions to these conflicts and

President Olusegun Obasanjo

R e

ship within and 
continent in this 

In Somalia, r 
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beyond the

be o f  concern to all o f us. We 
would therefore like to call on 
the two parties to continue to 
exercise restrain and to coop­
erate with the international 
community towards a speedy 
resolution o f the dispute.

While appreciable progr­
ess is being made in the Abuja 
Inter-Sudanese Peace Talks 
on Darfur, the situation on the 
ground in Darfur remains a 
matter o f deep concern. In 
spite of the efforts made by 
AU Mission in Sudan (AM­
IS), insecurity continues to 
prevail while the humanitarian 
situation appears not to have 
improved. The resolution of 
the Darfur crisis is critical to 
the peace and stability o f the 
Sudan and the entire region. 
Let me say categorically to the 
negotiating parties in the on­
going Inter-Sudanese Talks 
that we can ill-afford contin­
ued delays in arriving at wor­
kable strategies. They must

challenges o f Insecurity and 
instability should continue to 
engage the attention o f  our 
Union in the days ahead. We 
should constantly have it in 
mind that peace and security 
are essential for development 
and progress. Besides, the 
scarce resources required for 
development are wasted in 
pursuing fratricidal wars.

In today’s Africa, political 
tensions and conflicts can 
only serve to reverse and eve­
ntually upstage the gains we 
have made towards develop­
ment and progress. I would 
also like to appeal to those 
sponsoring conflicts across 
Africa to please come to terms 
with realities and give the 
innocent African people a 
respite. They need to give our 
continent a chance to reflect, 
plan, organize, mobilize resou­
rces, strengthen institutions, 

promote democracy andanc
jment.

lunit

situat

responsibility in global affairs. 
It was against this backgr­
ound that in Maputo in 2003, 
we set in motion the process 
o f  institutional transform ­
ation o f the Union to meet the 
present day challenges. Whi­
le almost all the organs o f  the 
Union have been established 
and are o p era tio n a l, the 
operationalisation o f a few of 
them remains outstanding.

These include the Special 
Technical Committees, the 
Court, the Financial Institut­
ions and the full attainment 
o f the status of the Economic, 
Social, and Cultural Council 
(ECOSDCC). Y o u  will theref­
ore agree with me that the est­
ablishment of, and full oper­
ationalisation o f these Org­
ans. constitute the immediate 
challenge in the institutional 
transformation process.

Let me also remind us that 
to enable the Union to imple­
ment its programmes, member 
states must meet their finan­
cial obligations not only by 
paying their assessed contri­
butions but also by making 
voluntary donations to our 
solidarity programmes. Furth­
ermore, we need to recommit 
ourselves to ensuring that 
ou tstan d in g  and ex isting  
instruments are ratified and 
implemented by all member 
states.

In the same vein, about 
four years after the transfor­
mation o f the OAU to AU, our 
progress in the area o f socio­
econom ic in tegration  and 
ultimate political integration 
appears to be slow. Chir sea­
rch for paradigms and meth­
odology in moving the attain­
ment of our objective of socio­
economic and political integr­
ation forward resulted in a two 
day conference on the theme: 
Africa and the Challenges o f  
the Changing Global Order: 
Desirability o f  a Union Gove­
rnment, which we in Nigeria 
had the privilege to host in 
Abuja from 12-13 November 
2005.1 believe that the concl­
usions and recommendations 
from that conference would 
have been, com m unicated 
across accordingly. We wou­
ld therefore be helping the 
cause o f African Unity and 
development if  we freely arid 
honestly contribute our ideas 
to the debate at this auspic­
ious moment o f our history. 
Meanwhile, to give fillip to the 
p u rsu it o f  ach iev ing  th is 
objective, it is recommended 
that we should, without fur­
ther delay, accelerate the imp­
lementation or the basic ele­
ments o f integration such as 
policies of free movement of 
persons, goods and services 
across the continent.

In addition, we should 
evolve and harmonize policies 
in areas that w ill promote our 
common objectives of facilita­
ting greater interaction among 
our peoples, creating better 
standard of living for our peo­
ples, reducing poverty, creat- 

and putting Africa 
on a path ol
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beneficial to all. An> 
tructure w ithout firr 
solid foundation on the - 
are and well-being o 
pies in our different. c 
will either not hold o 
collapse.

Your Excellencies : 
uished Ladies and Gen: 
permit me to pay tribute 
Chairperson o f the G  n i 
ssion, Dr. Alpha Oumai k 
are, for the dynami c 
ship and the able rr.j- 
which he has been hai 
the affairs of the Comn.
We also recognize and a p r 
ciate the contributions 
other Commissioners j . 
as those of the officer 
staff o f the Commiss- i 

‘ ards the realization 
common goals and o b u . 
ives.

I would also like to e :' 
my appreciation to our 
ners whose presence a-r ■ 
us today is a testimo 
their genuine desire to . 
nue to collaborate with 
the development o f our 
nent. We hereby rec 
the trem endous su p r 
which you have renders 
our organization, espec i. 
the area o f peace and sc, 
as well as in address r_ t 
challenges of poverty ard f 
p rom otion  o f  susta : a- 
socio-economic develop” er 
in Africa.

Dear colleagues, di^ 
ished Ladies and Gent c 
as we meet yet again to 
uss the future o f  our gre 
continent, let us remain 
cious of the fact that we star, 
at the threshold o f  hi<;> 
The project new Africa - 
we m idw ife  m ust not b 
sacrificed at the altar of nai 
row interests o f  individua. 
and groups. No efforts ^hoi. 
Id be spared to consol c. 
the achievem ents alread 
recorded. Similarly, we shoal 
not shy away from tae> 
emerging challenges in :h 
best tradition o f  democr..: 
va lues, transparency  an 
respect fur the fundamer:. 
human rights o f our people'

Finally, and in all hum 11 :\ 
I would like to express - 
deep appreciation and satM 
action for the honour best 
owed on me and on my cou 
ntiy, Nigeria, for the opp' ■ 
unity to direct the affairs , 
our great continental ore.i 
zation for the past eights c 
months. I thank all my di st: r 
guished colleagues for ’he 
cooperation and supp r” 
ensuring that the burden 
not too heavy to cam  - 
God continue to guid- i 
right in deciding on the 
that our Great continen: 
follow.

Your Excellencies, di • 
uished Ladies and Gentle 
it is now my honour 
privilege to formally d. 
the 6 th Ordinary Session 
Assembly o f the Hea> 
State and Government 
African Union open 
that our deliberations 
yield positive results th : 
move Africa forward.

M ay God contin  
bless Africa. Thank you - 
much.
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Europe’s pot-smoking capital Sunday fo r  a trade show that is taking on the trappings o f  a major industry fair, complete with scantily dad  models, glossy brochures and, o f  course, samples.

S/Korean province plans aid for mail-order brides
A rural province in 

South Korea plans 
to give financial aid 

to help lonely male farmers 
pay for mail-order brides from 
overseas.

South K yongsang  
province plans to start a trial 
programme in which it will 
give 6 million won (3,500 
pounds) to male farmers who 
m arry foreign w om en, an 
official said on Tuesday.

South K orean farm ers 
have been turning to brides 
from other parts o f  Asia in 
recent years after struggling 

I to woo local women, who are 
often less than enthralled with 

j the prospect o f  rural life.
“Young men in the 

1 countryside have a hard time 
fin d in g  b rides and they 

| started to look elsewhere,”
I sa id  Ryu K um -ju , an 

agricultural policy official for 
the province, located in the 

; southern part o f the country.
“We decided  to give 

financial support to those 
| men for a trial period,” Ryu 

said by telephone.
The province also plans 

| to in crease  cou rses fo r 
foreign brides to help them

adjust to life in South Korea.
The local governm ent 

estimates it costs about 12 
million won ( 12,000  pounds) 
for a farmer to pay all the fees 
and travel required to find a

bride overseas.
The num ber o f  South 

Korean men who have married 
foreign women has rocketed 
in recent years. It hit 25,594 in 
2004, more than double the

11,017 in 20 0 2 , according to 
data from the Korea National 
Statistical Office.

China provides most o f 
the brides, while Vietnam is 
second on the list.

D utch  p o lice  have 
arrested a thief they 
dubbed  the

“salamander man” who talked 
his way into the homes o f 
dozens o f  unsusp ec tin g  
people by saying he was 
look ing  for h is lost 
sa lam ander, h am ster or

This crook 
gets an “A" 

for originality

Man jumps from moving jetliner onto tarmac
A n airline passenger 

bit a fellow traveler 
Monday, then jum ­

ped out o f  a jetliner as it was 
moving to take off, authorities 
said. He was later subdued 
with a stun gun.

The man was taken to a 
hospital from the Fort Laude­
rdale airport, the Broward 
County sheriff’s office said. 
It was unclear whether he was 
injured. The other passenger 
suffered minor injuries from 
the bite.

The Continental Airlines 
flight had been delayed for 
about 30 minutes, and as the 
Boeing 737 began to taxi, the 
man started yelling to get off, 
the sheriff’s office said.

He ran to the front o f  the 
plane and banged on wind­
ows and the cockpit door, 
authorities said. As passe­

ngers and crew members tried 
to restrain him, he bit a pass­
enger.

When the pilot depressu­
rized  the cab in , the man 
opened a door, jumped to the 
tarmac and ran toward the 
terminal. Deputies said they 
zapped him with a stun gun

after he resisted arrest.
Troy Rigby, 28, will be 

charged with criminal misc­
hief, criminal trespass, battery, 
resisting arrest with violence 
and battery on a law enforc­
ement officer, in addition to 
an outstanding warrant for 
m arijuana possession, the

sheriff’s office said.
The plane, set to fly from 

Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood 
In te rn a tio n a l A irp o rt to 
Newark, N.J., was carrying 116 
passengers and five crew  
members. It was rescheduled 
for later Monday, a Contin­
ental spokesman said.

iguana.
Police said Mon, 

had been hunting 
year-old homeless 
m onths and tha: 
admitted to about 6( 
towns across the coi

Once inside a ho 
man stole wallets a: 
cash. Police arrev  
Friday after a tip oft ;i 
nine empty w aller 
which had beer. 
day before.
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c a r .
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Drunk-driving suspect flees in police car
A  C hicago  w om an 

arrested for drunken 
driving slipped off 

h er han d cu ffs  and drove 
away in a police cruiser, police 
said on Saturday.

C hicago  re s id en t 
Veronique Armour, 22, was 
stopped early Friday as she 
drove in the wrong lane on a 
city street. W hile a police 
o ffice r w as rem oving  
Armour's 1995 Honda Civic 
hatchback from the street, she 
som ehow  escaped  the

handcuffs and drove away in 
the o ff ic e r’s cruiser, said 
police spokeswoman Joann 
Taylor.

Armour was caught a few 
minutes later in a parking lot 
about a mile away, police said. 

In addition to charges of

driving under the 
and related traffic 
A rm our faces ch 
possessing a stolei 
and escaping from

Whatever you do, don't call for the nurse

A*/ i v

Japanese nurse who 
tried to relieve her 

-work stress by tear­
ing o ff patients’ nails w is  
sentenced Monday to three 
years and .eight months in 
prison.

The 32-year-old Japanese 
'w om an , who w orked at a 
hospital in the ancient capital 
o f Kyoto, tore off the finge­
rnails and toenails o f  six 
femaie patients in September 
and October 2004. The patie­

nts were all imnt 
strokes or other iln 

The Kyoto Di-; 
said the woman h;i 
tted the cruel ac> 
stress she was un 
extra work forced 
her supervisors
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Each year, 100,000 Sudanese under-fives die o f  preventable diseases

UNICEF appeals for $805m in aid
U nicef has launched an 

appeal to raise more 
than $800m (£450m) to 

help women and children affe­
cted by humanitarian emerg­
encies in 29 countries.

The organisation praised 
donors for their response to 
disasters such as the Asian 
tsunami and Pakistan earthq­
uake.

But it said the number of 
humanitarian crises in 2005 
had taken its toll in overstre­
tched aid w orkers, under­
funded re lie f projects and 
donor fatigue.

Most appeals got just a 
fraction o f  the money called 
for, the UN agency said.

U n icef’s report, publi­
shed in Geneva on Monday, 
said that despite breaking fun­
ding records in 2005, only four 
ofUnicef’s 25 emergency ap­

peals had received 50% o f the 
required amount.

Children live in an almost 
constant state o f  emergency 
because they are growing up 
in extreme poverty

O f the requested $805m, 
more than a third o f the total 
is for Sudan, where contin­
uing conflict in the western 
Darfur region is threatening 
the survival o f  1.4 million 
children.

Dan Toole, U nicef s dire­
ctor o f the office of emergency 
programmes, who launched 
the H um anitarian  A ction 
Report, said a swift response 
to crises was essential to 
meeting long-term develop­
ment goals.

“In many o f these coun­
tries, children live in an almost 
constant state o f emergency 
because they are growing up

Rescuers hunt for Kenya survivors
R escuers are cutting  

through layers o f con­
crete hoping to find 

survivors from a building that 
co llap sed  in the K enyan 
capital, Nairobi.

At least eight people were 
killed and more than 100 are 
in hospital.

Many people are still tho­
ught to be trapped in the rub­
ble. Rescuers are concentr­
ating on four areas where they 
have heard tapping or muted 
voices.

US and Israeli teams have 
arrived at the site to help the 
rescue effort, with a British 
team due soon.

About 200 people were 
thought to be in or around the 
four-storey building when it 
collapsed on Monday. The 
building was still under con­
struction at the time.

The BBC’s Karen Allen, at 
the scene, says that although 
more heavy lifting gear has 
been brought in, much o f the 
debris is having to be moved 
by hand because o f fears that 
other parts o f  the building 
may collapse.

I was taking a nap after 
having had lunc^i >vtven I 
heard someone shouting to 
run.

Calvince Omondi, a volu­
nteer rescuer, told AFP news 
agency that contact had been 
established with several peo­
ple trapped in the building’s 
basement.

President Mwai Kibaki is 
to cut short a visit to Sudan 
to co-ordinate rescue efforts.

Both Police Inspecto r 
Matthew Limo and Kenyan 
Housing Minister Soita Shita- 
nda suggested that building 
regulations had been flouted, 
AFP reports.

“If there was any plann­
ing approved by the city cou­
ncil, that plan was not follo­
wed to the letter or it was not 
a proper plan,” Mr Shitanda 
said.

One worker, James Ofu- 
nyi, said the workers were on 
their lunch break, with many 
asleep in the building when it 
collapsed.

“I was taking a nap after 
having had lunch w hen I 
heard someone shouting to 
run, but I didn’t get downs­
tairs fast enough because the 
building started falling,” he 
told AP news agency.

“ I jum ped to the other 
side.”

According* to a Reuters
news agency reporter, s6me 
o f the concrete was still wet.

in extreme poverty, without 
access to education or the 
most basic health services,” 
he said.

The BBC’s Imogen Fou- 
lkes in Geneva says Unicef is 
unlikely to be funded in full.

With partial funding, she 
adds, the organisation will be 
able to carry out life-saving 
work such as food distribu­
tion and immunisation, but 
other long-term health and 
education projects may miss 
out.

A ccording to the 200- 
page report, areas in critical 
need o f funding include: 

Sudan, where an estim­
ated 17 million people are 
without access to safe water 
and more than 20  million are 
without safe sanitation 

E astern  and sou thern  
Africa, which have had more 
em ergencies over the past 
decade than any other region 
in the world, including the 
current drought, the HIV/ 
Aids pandemic and widesp­
read malnutrition.

Uganda rebels kill 
eight UN peacekeepers

U gandan rebels ambu­
shed UN peaceke­
epers in Congo on 

Monday, killing eight o f  them 
in a gunbattle that also left 15 
attackers dead near the Sud­
anese border, UN officials 
said.

The Guatemalan peacek­
eepers were looking for Lo­
rd’s Resistance Army rebels 
from Uganda who were beli­
eved to be in Garamba Natio­
nal Park, in Congo’s remote 
northeast, UN spoke-sman 
Kemal Saiki said.

The incident was the sec­
ond largest single loss o f  life 
suffered by the 16,000-strong 
peacekeeping mission since it 
began in 1999. Nine Bangla­
deshi troops were killed in 
F ebruary  2005 by ethnic 
militiamen.

The Ugandan rebels oper­
ate mostly from bases in sou­
thern Sudan, but some figh­
ters fled to eastern Congo late 
last year following pressure 
from Ugandan troops who ha­
ve been permitted by Suda­
nese authorities to pursue 
them to their rear bases.

Between 50 and 60 armed 
U gandan rebels launched 
M onday’s attack, which beg­
an at dawn and lasted about 
four hours until a helicopter- 
borne Nepalese contingent 
arrived in support, said Hans- 
Jakob Reichen, a UN military 
spokesman.

UN troops killed 15 o f the 
attackers, Reichen said. In 
addition to the eight peacek­
eeper deaths, five Guatemalan 
soldiers were wounded, the 
UN said.

The UN has about 16,000 
troops in mineral-rich Congo 
—  105 from Guatemala —  
helping the government sec­
ure a fragile peace after a 
1998-2002 war that drew in the 
armies of half a dozen African 
nations.

Saiki said the UN would 
not be deterred.

“A nyone w ho th inks 
we’re going to give up is seri­
ously mistaken,” he told The 
Associated Press.

At UN headquarters in 
New York, spokesman Steph- 
ane Dujarric said Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan “is dee­
ply saddened at and cond­
emns” the killings. Annan 
“expresses his deepest cond­
olences to the government o f 
Guatemala, to the families o f 
the deceased soldiers and to 
all the victims o f this tragic 
incident,” Dujarric said.

Separately, Dujarric said 
Indian peacekeepers serving 
further south in North Kivu 
province came under insur­
gent fire while on patrol. Peac­
ekeepers returned fire, killing

four attackers and captur i 
weapons, ammunition 
communications equipnu 
he said.

In Guatemala City, o f k  
ials m6umed the deat" ' 
said they would not withdra 
their troops from the UN fon 

“This is the cost o f pe. 
ce,” said Jorge Ortega Gaya- 
a Guatemalan army spoke 
sman. “One o f the most dan;, 
erous operations that h 
troops have is the imposi' u 
o f  peace.”

Including Monday's k '  
es, about 70 peacekeepc 
have died in Congo since t 
UN mission began, from f 
ting, disease and vehicle a. v 
dents. UN officials s^v 2* > 
the deaths were from com b

Congo is now AU head
A

Congo presiden t Dennis Sassou N guesso

n African summit on 
Tuesday picked Con- 

-go Republic to head 
the African Union after strong 
opposition to Sudan taking 
over the leadership because 
o f fears its human rights rec­
ord could hurt African cred­
ibility abroad.

Under a compromise deal, 
Sudan takes over leadership 
o f the pan-African body after 
Congo Republic steps down 
next year.

C ritics had said Sudan 
should not get the chair while 
it was under fire for rights abu­
ses in its western region o f 
Darfur, where 7,000 AU peac­
ekeepers are trying to uphold 
a tentative ceasefire between 
the government and rebels.

Some diplomats said the 
solution was mainly a face- 
saving measure for Sudan, 
which had initially been relu­
ctant to withdraw its candi­
dacy. They said Sudan’s chai­
rmanship in 2007 could well 
be challenged later on.

Rebels had threatened to 
quit A U -sponsored peace 
talks in Nigeria if  Sudan was 
picked as the next AU head. 
One Darfur rebel group said 
they would continue talking 
after Congo was chosen but 
would not accept Sudan’s 
presidency in the future if  the 
Darfur conflict was not reso­
lved.

“They are all congratula­
ting the Congolese president 
now,” a delegate told Reuters 
from inside the hall where 
heads of state and foreign mi­
nisters met on Tuesday and 
finally broke a deadlock that 
led to heated exchanges on 
Monday.

Shortly after the decision 
was announced in the hall, 
Congo President Denis Sass­
ou Nguesso took the chair 
from outgoing president, Nig­
eria’s O lusegun Obasanjo, 
who has held the post for ne­
arly two years.

Sudanese Foreign Mini­
stry spokesman Jamal Ibrahim 
said Sudan would take over 
the leadership o f the AU in 
2007. Ah AU official said a 
draft resolution on the issue

still had to be formally a p p - 
oved. Such resolutions are 
usually rubber-stamped

One rights group said this 
m ove ju s t p ostponed  the 
presidency problem and. h> 
promising Sudan the cha '  
failed to put conditions on S . 
dan to address rights ahu.. 
accusations.

“If Sudan’s record> ot a:- 
ocities disqualifies (Pre^ i 
Omar Hassan) al-Bashir t 
the presidency this year 
can we be sure that this do­
e sn ’t d isqualify  him n e \i 
year?” said Reed Brody I 
N ew  Y ork-based  H um ^r 
Rights Watch.

Western diplomats sa , 
the A U ’s decision to deL \ 
Sudan’s appointment show . 
the organization, set up i 
2 0 0 2 , would not be deflect 
from its mission to promo , 
democracy, human rights i - 
development and was re sp ' 
nsive to world opinion

“It definitely shows th.i 
they are very sensitive abo.r 
what the world thinks. " 
one Western diplomat.

The U nited States h . . 
said it was concerned about 
a Sudanese presidency

On the first day o f the 
summit in Khartoum, Afne 
nations w ere deeply sp lr  
about Sudan, which put ikcI: 
forward for the presidenc\ 
based on a tradition tha' ths. 
summit host takes over as the 
AU’s head.

Sudan had said it hat: t 
backing o f  North and I . ' 
Africa, but diplom ats sant 
southern, western and centra 
African countries had urgeu 
K hartoum  to withdraw, 
nomination.

The summit had discu­
ssed the possibility o f exten 
ding Nigeria’s term, but sorv 
African nations were war> r  
b reak ing  a trad ition  ot a 
rotating presidency.

O basan jo  had helped 
drive the AU forward on i "  
ues such as improving go\ e j 
mance. Diplomats saui t k 
influence o f the AU preM de n 
largely depends on the pers j 
on holding the post and satd i 
Congo’s Sassou had a > 
international reputation
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Trustlntemational
World Report

Venezuela leader hosts 
world social forum

T!

President o f  Venezuela Hugo Chavez waves to people in La Paz, Bolivia on Monday, Jan. 23, 2006. 
Chavez said he welcomed the political arrival o f  Bolivian President Evo Morales, a 46-year-old 
socialist who once claimed he would be ‘ Washington’s nightmare’ if  elected in the wave o f  new leftists 
gaining power at the ballot box.

Europe ‘knew abou t’ CIA flights
E uropean governments 

were almost certainly 
aware o f the CIA’s sec­

ret prisoner flights via Euro­
pean airspace or airports, a 
key report has said.

The prelim inary report 
comes from Swiss MP Dick 
Marty, for the human rights 
w atchdog the C ouncil o f  
Europe.

The US admits picking up 
terrorism suspects but denies 
sending them to Arab nations 
to face torture.

Mr Marty said he could 
not be certain that the CIA 
used secret prisons in Europe 
to interrogate terror suspects.
' The BBC’s Tim Franks at 

the Council o f  Europe says 
the Swiss senator’s report 
does not appear to reveal hard 
new facts.

Mr Marty began his inv­
estigation in November and 
presented his interim report to 
the Council o f Europe in Stra­
sbourg on Tuesday morning.

In his report, he said “ren­
dition” - the secret transport

o f prisoners via Europe to 
third countries whereithey 
may have been tortured - see­
med to have affected more th­
an 100 people in recent years.

He cited the case o f  the 
Egyptian political refugee, 
Abu Omar, who was, he said, 
abducted by the CIA in the 
middle o f  the Italian city, 
Milan, in 2003, flown to Egypt 
and then tortured.

The report said his case 
was just one part o f “a great 
deal o f coherent, convergent 
evidence pointing to the exis­
tence o f a system o f ‘reloca­

tion’ or ‘outsourcing’ o f tort­
ure”.

In another case, a German 
man was said to have been 
kidnapped in Macedonia and 
taken to Afghanistan.

Forty-six members, 21 of 
them from Central and Eastern 
Europe.

Set up to defend human 
rights, parliamentary democ­
racy and the rule o f law.

Acts as human rights wat­
chdog for Europe.

Oversees the European 
Court o f Human Rights.

thousands o f activists 
gathering in Venez- 
uela’s'capital for a six- 

day World Social Forum that 
opens Tuesday include anti­
war protesters, Indian lead­
ers, campaigners against free 
trade and environmentalists. 
But they are all united by one 
thing: their opposition to 
President Bush.

The forum, which was set 
to begin Tuesday afternoon 
with an anti-imperialist march 
through Caracas, was organ­
ized by Venezuelan President 
Hugo Chavez, who has frequ­
ently clashed with the United 
States and accuses it of plot­
ting to overthrow him. He is 
also one of the leading voices 
o f  the new left sw eeping 
across Latin America.

Organizers said more than
60,000 people had signed up 
to attend and tens of thous­
ands more were expected at 
the forum, about half o f them 
from outside Venezuela.

Anne Hess, an activist 
from Norway, said she was 
attending the meeting to pro­
test Bush and British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair, who led 
the 2003 invasion of Iraq.

“We need to stop the war 
in the Middle East,” she said 
Monday. “We need the whole 
world out in the streets again 
to stop Bush and Blair, and 
their crazy imperialist dre­
ams.”

Chavez is expected to

Dozens dead in
Balkan train crash
A

t least 44 people were 
killed when a passe- 
-nger tra in  plunged 

into a ravine in southern 
Montenegro.

US was ‘outsourcing’ 
torture -Probe

A  Swiss investigator 
said on Tuesday there 
was evidence o f “out­

sourcing o f torture” by the 
United States but he had not 
uncovered any irrefutable 
evidence that the CIA oper­
ated secret prisons in Europe.

Dick Marty, a Swiss sena- 
or investigating the charges 
for the Council o f Europe 
human rights watchdog, said 
it was “highly unlikely” that 
European governments were 
unaware of the abduction and 
transfer o f prisoners.

There was “a great deal of 
coherent, convergent evide­
nce pointing to the existence 
Df a system o f ‘relocation’ or 
outsourcing o f  torture*,” 
Vlarty said in a preliminary 
eport prepared for the 46- 
lation body in Strasbourg in 
eastern France.

“No cogent evidence has 
/et emerged on the existence 
n Europe of detention camps 
ike the one at Guantanamo 
3ay,” he added, referring to 
he controversial US military

detention center in Cuba.
The initial findings were 

serious enough to warrant 
further investigation, he said.

“On the other hand, it has 
been proved —  and in fact 
never denied — that individ­
uals have been abducted, 
deprived of their liberty and 
transported to different desti­
nations in Europe, to be hand­
ed over ter countries in which 
they have suffered degrading 
treatm ent and torture,” he 
said.

“It is highly unlikely that 
European governments, or at 
least their intelligence serv­
ices, were unaware.”

The US Central Intellig­
ence Agency is alleged to ha­
ve operated a secret network 
o f jails in Europe, covertly 
fly ing  p risoners through 
airports on the continent in 
CIA planes.

The US government has 
neither denied nor confirmed 
the reports o f secret deten­
tion centers, first made in the 
Washington Post in Nove­
mber.

M ore than 180 people 
were injured one o f the worst 
rail accidents in Montenegro’s 
history.

The disaster happened 
shortly after 1600 (1500 GMT) 
on Monday at Bioce, about 
10km (six miles) north o f the 
capital Podgorica.

Interior M inister Jusuf 
Kalam perovic said it was 
caused by a failure in the 
train’s braking system.

The train - carrying about 
300 people from the northern 
town of Bijelo Polje to the port 
town of Bar - plunged into the 
lOOm-deep (330ft-deep ) 
ravine full o f rocks.

Ninety of the injured are 
said to be children. Many were 
returning from a skiing trip.

The government has decl­
ared three days o f mourning 
and Transport Minister And- 
rija Lompar has offered his 
resignation over the accident.

Helicopters hovered over 
the site as rescuers struggled 
amid bad weather to reach the 
stranded survivors.

“I had fallen asleep when 
a loud noise woke me,” surv­
ivor Stanislava Bukovic told 
the Associated Press news 
agency.

“Then I felt something hit 
my head and lost conscio­
usness. The next thing I knew

I was on this stretcher,” she 
said.

Karman Chofu, another 
passenger, said: “ It was 
horrible, I saw many dead and 
wounded around me.”

M ontenegrin President 
Filip Vujanovic and Prime 
M inister Milo Djukanovic 
rushed to the crash site.

“A terrible tragedy happ­
ened at Bioce and everything 
is being done to reduce the 
number of casualties as much 
as possible,” President Vuja­
novic told reporters.

“The whole republic has 
been mobilised to save lives. 
We are all hoping that this 
terrible accident will have as 
few casualties as possible,” 
he added.

Serbia and Montenegro’s 
rail network has suffered from 
years o f under-investm ent 
but is used by much o f the 
population simply because it 
is the cheapest method o f 
travel, the BBC’s Balkans 
correspondent Matt Prodger 
says.

Montenegro is the smaller 
of two republics making up 
Serbia and Montenegro, the 
only two republics o f  the 

. former Yugoslavia still joined 
together.

It has a population o f  
about 620,000.

address activists on the side­
lines o f the conference. He 
has recently  strengthened 
ties across South America as 
left-leaning leaders have won 
pow er in coun tries from  
Argentina to Bolivia.

“Venezuela has become an 
epicenter o f  change on the 
world level,” Chavez said 
Friday, referring to the event 
in a speech. “That’s why (US) 
imperialism wants to sweep us 
away, o f course ... because 
they say we are a bad example. 
But they haven’t swept us 
away and they won’t.”

Chavez has used a win­

dfall in oil profits to funnel m i 
lions o f dollars into progran 
for the poor —  somethin, 
that has made him an inspir 
tion for like-minded acti\ i si - 
But organizers of the forur 
emphasized the event was n> i 
intended as a giant rally for 
Chavez, though it was bac ked 
by government funding as m 
past years.

The World Social Foruri 
was first held in Brazil in 2 0 1 
and coincides each year a 
the m arket-friendly World 
Economic Forum of politicu 
and business leaders i; 
Davos, Switzerland.

Conservative Party wins 
in Canada election

O TTAWA - Stephen 
Harper and his Cons­
ervative Party won 

national elections Monday 
and ended 13 years of Liberal 
rule, a victory expected to 
move Canada rightward on 
social and economic issues 
and lead to improved ties with 
the United States.

The Conservatives’ win­
ning margin was too narrow 
to avoid ruling with a minority 
government, a situation that 
will make it difficult to get 
legislation through a divided 
House o f Commons.

The triumph for the Cons­
ervatives came with many 
Canadians weary o f the bro­
ken promises and corruption 
scandals under the Liberal 
Party, making them willing to 
give Harper a chance to gov­
ern despite concerns that 
some o f his social views are 
extreme.

“T onight friends, our 
great country has voted for 
change, and Canadians have 
asked our party to take the 
lead in delivering that cha­
nge,” Harper told some 2,000 
cheering supporters at his 
cam paign headquarters in 
Calgaiy.

Relations with the Bush 
adm inistration w ill likely 
improve under Harper as his 
ideology runs along the same 
lines o f many US Republ­

icans.
Harper has said he wouK 

reco n sid er a US m issile  
defense scheme rejected h'. 
the current Liberal govern 
ment o f Prime Minister Pai. 
Martin. He also said he w an 
ted to move beyond the Kyo­
to debate by establishing diff 
erent environmental controls 
spend more on the Canadian 
military, expand its peacek­
eeping missions in Afghan­
istan and Haiti and tighter 
security along the border with 
the United States in an effort 
to prevent terrorists and guns 
from crossing the frontier

With nearly all votes cou­
nted in the race for the 308- 
seat House, officials results 
showed Conservatives with 
123 seats; Liberals with 103. 
Bloc Quebecois with 50, New 
Democratic Party with 28; and 
one seat to an Independent 
Three seats still haven’t been 
determined.

Prime Minister Paul Mar­
tin conceded defeat and said 
he would step down as head 
o f the party, though remain in 
Parliament to represent the 
Montreal seat he won again 
It was an unusual move to do 
both on the same night, but 
Martin appeared upbeat and 
eager to continue to fight the 
Conservatives from the oppo­
sition benches of the House.

Conservative Leader Stephen Harper gives the thumbs up in Calgan 
Canada, Monday, Jan. 23, 2006,...
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RE: ALLEGED THREAT ON KUMALIA’S LIFE -  A REJOINDER
W 'e read with utmost dismay the distortion of facts as presented by the Bomo State 

government through the governor’s Director of Press, Alhaji Usman Chiroma, on 
the above subject matter as published in a paid advert in the Weekly Trust edition 

of January 14 -  21, on page 16.
To start with, we want to make it abundantly clear that if the Chiroma we know is not 

on the payroll o f the Bomo State government as an employee, he would have perhaps 
been bold enough to state the facts of the matter, without trying to play to the gallery as 
demonstrated in that watery position.

But what he has done is allowed. At least, he has to justify his pay as the governor’s 
spokesman. However, at the appropriate time, we would not be surprised if he (Chiroma) 
makes a u-tum because even an infant in Bomo State today knows that the unprovoked 
attack on the person of our leader, Honourable Mohammed Umara Kumalia, was initiated 
and is being sustained by the state government.

It is therefore common to find the young and the old in Bomo State saying gaskiya, 
Mutane Sheriff ne suke neman fada kulun (meaning, it is the Sheriff’s people that always 
look for Kumalia’s trouble)”, when asked to comment on the recent and unfortunate 
dimension the politics of Bomo State has assumed in recent times.

Now, on the issue at stake, in the said advertorial, the Bomo State government 
claimed that Kumalia was accompanied by “illegally armed thugs as usual” and that the 
police report, as claimed by the government, indicated that at the venue of the wedding 
ceremony which Kumalia had gone to attend, a certain Alhassan Aliyu dared to shout “Sai 
SAS” in the presence of Kumalia. And that the intolerant of divergent vocal views, like his 
boss (Kumalia), one of his thugs,... completely enraged and unrestrained by Kumalia, 
violently attacked Alhassan (one of the governor’s thugs) with a machete in full public 
glare.”

Chiroma concluded in that advertorial that the rumour that Alhassan had been 
murdered precipitated that attack on Kumalia in his premises, which according to him 
(Chiroma), the police described as a “revenge mission”.

Nothing can be far from the truth. We made our positions clear in our petition to the 
office of the Inspector General of Police after the attack, to the effect that the Bomo State 
Police Commissioner has abdicated his office. So if what Chiroma said was true about his 
(CP) position, then we are not surprised.

But we must place on record that the attack was a premeditated one. It will interest 
the members of the public to know that before the attack, Hon. Kumalia wrote to the office 
of the Inspector-General o f Police (see box), Commissioner of Police, Bomo State; the 
Director of SSS, Bomo State, and even the office of the speaker of the Federal House of 
Representatives, intimating them of the planned attack.

In fact, the Speaker, Aminu Bello Masari, was said to have personally called the IGP 
on phone on the issue, before Kumalia left for Maiduguri for the wedding.

If the attack was not a premeditated one, what would about 200 army of political 
thugs who are well-known in the state to be the governor’s supporters be doing at a 
wedding the governor was not billed to attend? This, no doubt, clearly shows that it was 
a planned thing.

A s Kumalia alighted from the vehicle, they were all shouting ‘Sai S A S ’, but he 
ignored them and w ent straight into the venue o f  the w edding. And because he has 
always warned his supporters never to engage anyone in either a verbal or physical war, 
up till the point he went into the venue o f  the wedding, none o f  his supporters responded 
to the unprovoked provocation.

But as Kumalia w as later briefed by the Police who effected the arrest o f  one o f  his 
supporters, it was the thugs who swarmed on the young man when he dared to ask the 
group to shut up!

And when the Police noticed that Kumalia’s supporter was likely to be sent to nine 
feet below  the grouhd, follow ing the swarming on him, it quickly intervened by “arresting” 
the young man to safety.

That Kumalia is intolerant o f  divergent view s is untrue. Chiroma knows w ho between  
his boss and Kumalia is  intolerant o f  divergent views.

A gain, Chiroma know s w ho betw een his boss and Kum alia m oves about with  
political thugs. There are several instances to buttress the above subm issions, but just a 
few may suffice here.

During the 2004 hajj exercise, at the airport, while the governor was telling the then 
intending pilgrims that he was never briefed about their predicament by his deputy, Adamu 
Dibal, who was then the amirul hajj, one of the then intending pilgrims who perhaps knows 
what the issue then was, which we do not intend to address here, said to the governor”: 
Walahi, kai makaryeci ne (meaning, I swear in the name of God, you’re a liar).

Right in the presence of the governor, the thugs pounced on the man and beat him 
to stupour, until the deputy governor and other by-standers asked them to stop beating 
him. Was Kumalia there?

Two, when the then Police Commissioner, Ade Ajakaiye, who is now in Umuhia as 
AIG, was in Bomo State, the thugs also made an attempt to attack Kumalia. The first one, 
as soon as Kumalia got wind o f the planned attack, he shelved his scheduled trip to 
Maiduguri. And when he called security operatives in Bomo to go to the airport to 
ascertain his claim that the thugs were already positioned there to attack him, the security 
operatives went there and behold, they saw the army of thugs.

Again, when Kumalia eventually came to Maiduguri to address the press on the 
purported plan to recall him, the same thugs were seen in a coastal bus loaded with 
dangerous weapons. But for the then police commissioner’s wisdom, Ade Ajakaiye, who 
deployed a truck load of anti-riot Mobile men to the airport, only God knows what would 
have happened.

If the Police in Bomo State keep their records well, and are unwilling to be partisan 
in this unfolding scenario, the records are there for everyone to see. If as claimed by 
Chiroma, Kumalia is the one that has been provoking the attack, how come the government 
never reported any of such cases to the police?

So far, we have made five different reports on five different occasions to the police. 
When Kumalia was attacked at the wedding ceremony of the Zannah Dujima of Bomo’s 
children, Umoru Bukar Mandara, right inside Mandara’s premises, was he (Kumalia) the 
one that provoked that attack too? What about the attack on him in Biu? We are sure he 
provoked that one too?

It is on record that neither Kumalia nor any of his supporters have ever provoked 
any attack. Rather, it is the government sponsored thugs that have been attacking people 
perceived to be opposed to the governor’s style of governance. The list is long, but you 
can ask Kakina, the strongwoman of Bomo politics; Kaka Bolori, former MMC council 
Chairman or even Mutawalli Kashim Ibrahim-Imam, who was the PDP’s flag-hearer during 
the 2003 April gubernatorial poll. They will all tell you the name of the person that has 
been sending and has continued to send thugs after them.

It is true that Kumalia and the former Biu Council Chairman, Alhaji Ali Biu, were at 
the police station. But it was not necessarily to “exert so much pressure on the police to

free the culprit, apparently in an effort to cover up their tracks to obstruct ju->' 
criminal matter,” as claimed by the Bomo State government in that advertorial.

All we wanted was to know why only the young man was arrested w 
corresponding arrest of those who not only came to the venue of the wedding to ha: 
and intimidate us, but who also followed us to the premises of our leader, Kum 
unleash violence on us.

And in fact, the other group who chose to call themselves SAS super yout -
not arrested at all. They appeared from the Government House, Maiduguri on 7
December 20, 2005, in chauffeur-driven government vehicles and headed for the : 
headquarters; from there to a magistrates’ court, where they were assured of gettiru 
to come home later. And that was exactly what happened. Do you really call that an 
If you ask for our opinion, we will choose to describe it an “arrangee arrest”.

The said publication also described our leader, Kumalia, as someone who use 
and dumps” one. Chiroma should know better who that description fits. He should 
Dan-Shagamu who was used by the governor to insult our revered Shehu of Bonvi, >iir
the build-up to the 2003 elections on television, what has become of him today, after
“brave” appearance on television?

Beside Dan-Shagamu, what is the genesis o f the crises between Kakina ai d 
governor today? What about Kaka Bolori, Alhaji Ali Biu, and many others?
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OFFIC E O F THE PRESIDENT  
REGIONAL PARLIAMENTARY COM M ITTEE ON LAKE CH A D  BASIN 
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
Suite 1. 170, Annex 1, National Assembly Complex,
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December 15, 2005

The Inspector General of Police
Force Headquarters
Abuja

IM M INENT PLANNED ATTACK ON MY PERSON

I t has ju s t  co m e  to  m y no tice  to d ay  th a t so m e  thugs loya l to  th e  G o v e rn o r o f  B o m o  S tate , A li MikJu 
S heriff, h ave  p lanned  an  a tta ck  on  m y  person  to  be  c arried  o u t in M aiduguri w h ere  I w ill b e  attending 
th e  m a r r ia g e  c e re m o n y  o f  m y  y o u n g e r  b ro th e r  fro m  F r id a y  16 th , D e c e m b e r  to  M o n d a y , 19ih 

D e c e m b e r ,  2 0 0 5 .
The said thugs have held a meeting at the State Hotel, Maiduguri, today, Thursday, Decemtx- 

2005 between the hours o f 12.00 - 4.00 pm and have perfected their plans for .the attack some of which 
are physical assault on my person and entourage and driving into my convoy with heavily protected 4 
WD vehicles to cause accident, among others. _

As you are aware, 1 have in the past reported to you and the Bomo State Police Commissioner 
similar cases o f  attacks by the same thugs on my convoy carried out atvng the road in Maiduguri aad u  
the airport also in Maiduguri, wherein several people were injured and vehicles damaged. The photographs 
o f  such damaged cars and wounded individuals are in the possession -of die Maiduguri police headquarter 

As I am leaving for Maiduguri tomorrow, Friday, December 16, 2005, 1 therefore urge you to easurr 
that nothing happens to me or my entourage. These incidences have now.become a regular past-time 
activity o f  these thugs as they are never brought , to book in. spile overwhelming culpability.

This group o f thugs is being led by one Musa Banana and assisted by one Mallam, leading a gang of 
over 100 (one hundred) other unemployed youth who are notoriously popular in Maiduguri.

I th e re fo re , o n ce  ag a in  u rg e  y o u  to  u se  y o u r goo d  o ff ice s  to  p ro v id e  m e  w ith  en o u g h  secu rity  men 
th a t w ill en su re  m ax im u m  p ro tec tio n , w h ile  in v itin g  th e se  th u g s  fo r  a p ro p e r  in v e stig a tio n  o f  th is  ease 

A s a  law  a b id in g  c itiz e n , I w ill n o t re so rt to  an y  o th e r  m ean s  o f  p ro te c tin g  m y s e l f  o th e r  th an  the 
o n e  leg a lly  re co g n iz ed  b y  law , w h ic h  is  to  re p o rt to  th e  p o lic e  a u th o ritie s .

P lea se  tre a t a s  u rgen t.
Y ours S incere ly ,

H on. M oham m ed Umara K um alia
P re s id e n t,  R e g io n a l P a r lia m e n ta ry  C o m m itte e  

on  L ake  C h ad  B asin

C O P Y  T O
1. H on. S p ea k er , H o u se  o f  R ep re se n ta tiv e s
2. N a tio n a l S ec u rity  A d v ise r
3. B o m o  S ta te  C o m m is s io n e r  o f  P o lice
4. D irec to r, SS S , B o m o  S tate .

Although those distinguished politicians were not pawn in the governor’s chc^s 
board, they were just patriot who were genuinely interested in moving the state forward and 
who together with Kumalia joined hands with the governor to ensure his victory in 2003 
But what have become their lots today? The people of the state know better.

Contrary to the claims by the government, it is the restraint exercised by Kumalia 
and his supporters that has ensured continued peaceful political atmosphere in Bomo. It - 
the government and not Kumalia that is trying to create crises and anarchy, but Kumalia has 
refused to provide it with that opportunity.

It is on record that if  Kumalia and his supporters had done an inch of what the 
present governor did to the former governor of the state, Kachallah, prior to 2003 elections, 
by now, the state would have been thrown into a political turmoil. But we will continue to 
exercise restraint in the face of unprovoked attacks on us. Our leader, Hon. Kumalia, has in 
his usual manner written again to the Inspector General o f Police and other persons in 
authorities about this latest attack carried out inside a privacy of his own home and is 
awaiting the outcome of their intervention.

We are therefore using this medium to appeal to the people of Bomo State, the 
apostles o f peaceful co-existence in Nigeria to continue to exercise restraint in the face of 
unprovoked attacks on them by the government. God, who delivered the Israelites from the 
hands of Pharaoh, will one day deliver us.

Signed:
C om rade Zannah Shettim a
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B usiness Trust
Nigeria’s domestic debt hits N1.5 trillionWinners emerge in 

Moneygramendof 
yearpromo

F r o m  Z a k a r i y y a  A d a r a m o la ,
Lagos

M o n e y G r a m  
In te rn a tio n a l 
lived up to its

prom ise  o f  rew ard ing  its 
customers at the grand draw 
o f  the “W in with 
M oneyG ram . Share w ith 
MoneyGram” promotion held 
recently in Lagos.

The prom otion which 
had about 12,500 entries saw 
M aria A juzie  em erg ing  
winner o f the grand prize o f a i 
laptop computer in the draws i 
su p erv ised  by top 
rep resen tatives o f  United 
B ank o f  A frica  w hich 
inc luded  C h ika  M ordi, 
executive director retail, Chidi 
Okpalr-. head, retial products 
and ( nirles O ben, head, 
brand = ltd communications.

Sala ni A'cir> ade Abayomi, 
A debayo Aj-. like Tosin, 
Emmanuel Oin omi, Titus \ 
A fo lay an  Peter Ekeb.i 
M icheal Godfrey, Oketor.a 
O la jid e , A disa ri^ersa, 
Franklin Owhodua, Ad awuyi 
Adeniyi Gafari and Mopeiola; 
Zainab Odeniyi emerged as 
the ten lucky w inners o f  
Nokia mobile phones drawn 
from  the poo l o f  en tires  
p ick ed  by jo u rn a lis ts  in 
a tten d an ce  at the draw s. 
T w enty  five w in n ers  o f  
recharge cards w ere also 
picked at the draws.

S peak ing  at the 
cerem ony , C h ika M ordi, 
executive director, Retial 
B ank ing , UBA said 
MoneyGram was set to offer 
u n p ara lle led  v alue  to its 
custom ers in the years to 
com e w hich n ecessita ted  
U B A ’s com m itm ent to 
MoneyGram.

“UBA will be deploying 
the la rg es t M oneyG ram  
outlets in Africa. We strongly! 
iden tify  with MoneyGram 
because it believes in value 
c rea tio n , dynam ism  and 
helping the aspirations o f  all 
its stake holders. These are 
core  v alues M oneyG ram  
sh ares  w ith  U BA ” , said  
Mordi.

The prom otion  w hich 
took place between 13* and 
13"1 December 2005 according 
to  M ordi, produced three 
winners every week during 
the four weeks o f its duration. 
In o rd e r to em phasize  
Money Gram’s desire to share 
with the less privileged said 
Mordi, winners o f  the end o f 
y ear p ro m o tio n  w ould  
p a rtic ip a te  in p resen ting  
MoneyGram gift to the less 
p riv ileg ed  sla ted  for 
yjEstfciday . . . . . .    :

N ig e r ia ’s dom estic  
d eb t p ro file  
currently stands at 

about N1.5 trillion, director 
g en era l o f  the  D ebt 
Management Office (DMO), 
Dr. Mansur Muhtar has said.

He spoke at the opening 
cerem ony o f the Nigerian 
National Debt Strategy and 
N ew  F inanc ing  A nalysis 
w orkshop  in A buja  on 
M onday where he said the 
figure represents the state o f  j 
the country’s domestic debt 
profile at the end o f2005.

According to the text o f 
his speech made available to I 
Business Trust, Dr. Muhtar 
said “as at end-D ecem ber 
2005 the domestic debt stock 
am ounted  to abou t N 1.5 
trillion. It is importantto point 
out that although about 56 
percent o f this is in Nigerian 
Treasury Bills (NTBs), the | 
structure o f  the NTBs has j 
g rea tly  im proved  since  ;
2004.”

He observed that as at j 
end o f2005,80 percent o f the 
NTBs was composed o f  182 
day and 365 day instruments, 
s r e s s in g  th a t “ the 
programme for 2006 plans to 
e ’ i,d the teno r o f  FGN 
B eau . : 5 and 7 years. In 
particular, t. e domestic debt i 
m anagem ent ensures that 
budget deficit^ are no more 
funded with treasured bills j 
but with long-dated bounds.

The DMO boss revealed 
th a t the govern m en t is 
m aking progress w ith the ! 
establishment o f  a primary j 
dealer/market system, noting 
that the opera tion  o f  the 
system will encourage not 
on ly  local but fo re ig n  j 
investors to invest in FGN j 
bonds.

Speak ing  on the deb t j 
relief granted the country by | 
the Paris Club o f  creditor 
nations, Dr. Muhtar observ ed

B y A n a s  A . G a la d i m a ,
Business Reporter

that measures were being put 
in place to ensure that the 
country does not find her self 
in such a debt situation again. 
He said the existing strategy

would see Nigeria having no 
more Paris club debts by April
2006. In her remarks, minister 
o f finance, Dr. Ngozi Okonjo- 
Iw eala  said  the V irtual 
P o v erty  Fund to be 
established by the federal

govern m en t w ould  help  
“monitor and track the use of 
savings from debt relief in 
promoting pro-poor, MDG- 
re la ted  sp end ings;
s tren g th en in g  bu d g eta ry  
p ro cesses  and pub lic

expenditure man •.
She charged p, 

at the workshop n 
and make inputs « 
fine-tun ing  the 
external finance 
guidelines.

'eratc

A cross section o f  workers o f  the United Hank fo r  Africa (VBA) during the praise & worship time at the voluntary exit seminar party 
which was organised by the bank late last year.

Legacy becomes pension fund 
administrator
L egacy  P ension  

Managers Limited, one 
o f the 13 pension fund 

ad m in is tra to rs  g ran ted  
approval-in-principle by the 
National Pension Commis­
sion has been issued license 
to commence operations as a 
pension fund administrator.

The issuance follow ed 
the conclusion o f  inspection 
by the pension commission 
on legacy’s investm ent in 
inform ation and com m un­
ication technology (ICT) as

By A ustine O do,
Business E ditor

well as its unique operational 
processes..

A sta tem en t from  the 
company said the company 
began p reparation  for its 
op e ra tio n a l ta k e -o ff  by 
adopting a “first time right 
approach” by entering into a 
technical partnership with 
one o f  E u ro p e ’s la rg est 
banks, ING o f  the 
N e th e rlan d s to p rov ide  
advisory services in setting

up o p era tio n s , risk  and 
investment management, and 
a p lan n ed  tra n sfe r  o f  
knowledge to legacy.

ING o f the Netherlands 
has over the last 20  years 
accumulated experience in 
setting up pension schemes 
across the world; they had 
previously set up pension 
systems in over 20  countries.

Determined to ensure safe 
custo d y  o f  c o n tr ib u to rs ’

retirement benefit' , 
appoin ted  UBA P 
Fund Custodian, a suh' 
o f UBA Pic, as th e  
Fund Custodian 

The statement s 
M oham m ed M ace id 
managing director nc 
executive officer o f L 
Pension  M anagers 
assem bled a very pn 
ionally based team t 
positions in the compa

Non oil exports generate N il 5.1 bn

Committee on trade malpractices 
gets new chairman

P resid en t O lusegun  
O basan jo  has

approved  the
ap p o in tm en t o f  M allam  
Dahiru Ado-Kurawa as the

'- yialtam Ihihfi
..V/

\drr-Rnrtr,m

ch a irm an , p re s id en tia l 
com m ittee  on trade  
malpractices.

Mallam Ado-Kurawa is 
also a commissioner in the 
E conom ic and  F in an c ia l 
Crimes Commission (EFCC). 
A s ta tem en t from  the 
presidency made available to 
B u sin ess  Trust in A buja 
y e s te rd ay  sa id  the 
appointment takes immediate 
effect.

O ther m em bers o f  the 
co m m ittee  in c lude  the 
chairman, EFCC, Alhaji Nuhu 
Ribadu; executive secretary, 
NIPC, Engr. Mustafa Bello; 
specia l ad \ ise r to the 
president/head m onitoring 
uiuJ. .Ade -..Wa h.a&i-

m anag ing  d irec to r/C E O  
Nigerian Breweries Pic, Dr. 
Festus Odimegwu; comptr- 
oller-general o f the Nigeria 
Customs, Mr. J.G. Buba.

O thers are d irec to r, 
foreign exchange d ep art­
ment, Central Bank ofNigeria, 
Mrs O. O. Akanji; director 
(D om estic Trade) federal 
ministry o f  commerce, Mr J. 
D. E Akanbi; director, (Fiscal), 
federal ministry o f  finance; 
p resid en t, m anufactu rers 
A sso c ia tio n  o f  N ig e ria  
(MAN) Engr. Charles Ugwu, 
and national vice president, 
NACC1MA, Dr. H. Ademola 
Ajayi while Barrister Charles 
J. Etijk o f  the presidency 

_(OSGK) ike ̂ C fetaryJ — —

T he N on-oil exports 
betw een  O ctober 
2004 and December 

2005 generated a total o f  
N 115.1 billion ($689.6m) to 
Nigeria based on analysis o f 
the raw  data provided by 
Cobalt International Ltd.

A ccording to available 
data, a total quantity o f about 
89,016 metric tonnes o f tax 
p ro d u c t w as exp o rted  
b e tw een  O c to b er and 
December valued at N12.6 
billion.

As for the out put in 2005 
the m onth  o f  D ecem ber 
performed the highest with 
N 15.3 billion ($119.3m) while 
Ju ly  w as the low est w ith 
N6.8billion($51.4m).

Comparatively it would 
seem that non-oil products 
export was higher in 2005 than 
2004 if the comparism is based 
on performance between the 
m onths o f  O c to b er and 
December 2004 and the same 
period in 2005.1 ' j

According to oTficiaTs 5 f '

F r o m  B r ig h t  E * u l «
| Deputy Business Ediu <

Cobalt International Ltd 
export performance 
country was not stable 
period in review, say i n ■_ 
trend in export perform 
this year has not beer- - 
as it has risen and falle- 
to global economic . " 
that have prevai led a 11 '

“The exchange rai 
an o th e r fac to r 
co n trib u ted  to the r. 
coaster effect,” the repo 
sta ted . For insta- . . 
posited that cassava ; 
derivatives were a d w  
affec ted  by th is gi> 
econom ic change. a<.\ 
that only 10.6 metric u 
d ried  cassava  ch ips 
exported officially in '
2005.

The report posited 
the value o f  the ex; 
am ounted  to $ 6 ’ - 
(N70,660), saying th 
lastMayno&ignifkan : 
hasTieen recorded.
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‘Gas flaring to end before 2008’
T he managing director 

o f  N ig er D elta  
Petroleum Resources 

Limited, Dr Layiwola Fatona 
has p ro m ised  th a t his 
company will end gas flaring 
before the January 2008 date 
se t by the federa l 
government.

Part o f  the measures put 
in place by his company to 
achieve this, the managing 
d irec to r explained, is the 
building o f gas covering plant 
which will allow the company 
to take  the gas, w hich 
ordinarily would have been 
f la red , and p ro cess  it to 
natu ral gas-to -liq u id  and 
cooking gas.

“We believe, with all the 
things we have been hearing 
about IPP, we should be able

F r o m  M o h a m m e d  S h o s a n v a :
Correspondent, Lagos

Dr. Edmund Daukoru, min o f  
state, Pet. & Energy

to give the gas to the third 
party who will take that gas 
and do whatever they want 
to do with it,” he said.

A cco rd in g  to  him , 
currently, part o f the gas his 
company produces is used as 
fuel gas to run the generator 
at the flow stations, adding 
that a very small proportion 
o f  it is actually going to be 
flared.

“To go further by 2008, 
there is a collective obligation 
on the part o f everybody to 
stop gas flaring; we believe 
that we would have achieved 
that even before 2008.”

The m anaging director 
fu rth e r  spoke on the 
fin an c in g  o f  the energy  
sec to r in N ig e ria  and 
advocated the establishment 
o f  energy desks in some of 
the consolidated  banks in 
the country to provide the 
needed fund for the sector.

He said that the idea o f 
energy  banks e a rlie r  
advocated in some quarters 
is long  overd u e  w hile  
stressing that the setting up 
o f the energy desks will allow 
banks to break even.

“ I th ink  we can scale 
down to say let us have a

k n o w led g eab le  and 
com petent energy desk in 
say five o f  these banks. And 
when those five desks take a 
project; a Nigerian project 
and they say, okay let us 
spread the risks, I am sure 
funding of E&P will enter into 
new era,” he added.

T he
ha

m;

le federal government 
has ap p o in ted  the 
managing director and 

ch ie f executive o f  Zenith 
Bank Pic., Mr. Jim Ovia as the 
ch a irm an , N atio n a l
In fo rm atio n  T echno logy  
A d v iso ry  C om m ittee
(NTTAC).

Minister o f  science and 
Technology, P ro f T urner

FG appoints Ovia chairman. 
Infotech advisory c’ttee

By A n a s  A . G a la d i m a ,
Business Reporter

Coy plans expansion on rice farming

O
lam Nigeria Limited, 

jN ig e ria ’s p riv a te  
d ev e lo p e r and 

p ro cesso r o f  ag ricu ltu ra l 
p roducts, has p lanned  an 
expansion in its outgrowers 
and extension farming on rice 
in Benue State, next farming 
season . The ex p ansion  
programme which is expected 
to cover all rice producing 
com m unities in the state, 
according to the company’s 
o u tg ro w ers  and rice  
extension farming programme 
manager, Mr. Regi George, is 
to also double activities on 
the initial five communities in 
Otukpo, Makurdi and Guma 
local government areas.

Mr. Regi George who was 
accompanied by a member of 
the rice preview' committee 
and head o f  programme for 
lowland rice research unit at 
the N a tio n a l C erea ls  
Research Institute (NCRI),

From Hir Joseph,
Correspondent (Makurdi)

Badegi, told new sm en in 
Makurdi that the expansion 
programme was necessary to 
feed the inactivated  agro 
m ille rs  cu rren tly  under 
management o f the company.

He said for the factory to 
continue to produce, quality 
paddy rice has to be in full 
supply. This, according to 
him, can only be facilitated if 
farmers in the state and its 
n e ig b o u rs  are su p p o rted  
towards turning in bumper 
harvests.

Therefore, the programme 
manager promised that the 
initial 1,500 benefiting farmers 
o f  the co m p an y ’s 
outgrow ers and extension 
programme would be tripled, 
just as he disclosed that plans 
were on-going on other rice 
producing com m unites in 
the state.

Isoun  iu n au g u ra ted  the 
com m ittee  in  A buja  
yesterday where he charged 
members o f the committee to 
work assiduously to develop 
the co u n try  in te rm s o f  
Information and Com m un­
ication Technologies (ICT).

A s ta tem en t m ade 
available to Business Trust 
said in his response, Mr. Jim 
O via o b serv ed  tha t 
Inform ation and C om m u­
nication Technology (ICT) is 
the ‘cem ent’ that holds the 
future o f mankind together.

ICTs, according to Ovia, 
have becom e a subject o f 
great concern to mankind and 
sustainability o f all forms of 
development.

He noted that technology 
has become an integral part 
o f  so c ie ty  as peop le  
com m unica te  w ith  o ther 
devices and are capable o f 
p e rfo rm in g  in fo rm atio n  
processing and other tasks 
beyond human imagination.

“The effects on future 
so c ie ty  are  n o t y e t fu lly  
apparent, but it is certai> \at 
they will be very pn , ntnd

and breath-taking "
Therefore, let us - 

Nigeria for the knov 
he added.

O via  said  he saw 
appointment as an hono- 
a call to duty and t h - 
o th e r m em bers o t  
committee and the 
for the recognition.

The committee h. 
o f  22  persons as m, - 
Ovia promised to app- 
the assignment with \ 
and a sense o f  respor'  
and cooperation wit" 
members o f the com r  
dealing with the chalk- 
ahead.

and

Prof. Turner Isoun. 
Science & Tech

W n,

E xceptional L eadership  
O p p ortu n ities*
Our client is (he national regulatory authority for the telecommunications industry in Nigeria. It has been instrumental in opening the Nigerian market to competition, and is actively pursuing a 
market-driven approach to the further expansion of telecommunications services, efficient management of scarce resources, and ensuring that consumers are adequately protected. The 
organisation prides itself in being a transparent and open agency and an equal-opportunity employer, guaranteeing a most conducive working environment as well as a competitive staf* 
compensation policy. Recent changes in its staffing situation at the Directorate level have created the need for our client to make a select number of appointments to deliver its strategic vision anc 
advance business operations,

Director of Engineering Ref: T700
As head of the Engineering Directorate, the individual will provide direction and guidance to the 
management of a commercial frequency spectrum that supports Nigeria's fast-changing and 
rapidly expanding multi-billion naira telecommunication industry. Key elements of the job 
include:

•  Generating and recommending policy guidelines that will ensure effective utilisation of 
the spectrum;

•  Providing advice to government on ali matters relating to the spectrum, and 
telecommunications in general;

•  Supervising the planning and licensing of the spectrum to ensure fair and equitable 
allocation;

•  Monitoring of the spectrum and enforcement of licensing conditions to ensure an 
interference-free spectrum;

•  Providing effective leadership, continuous development and motivation of a  team of 
engineers;

•  Ensuring compliance with standards, ITU regulations and international best practices;
•  Providing support to other professional directorates to ensure co-ordinated 

development of operational license and spectrum regulations;
•  Liaising with industry operators, the public and government in order to effectively 

implement the organisation’s participatory regulation policy.

To succeed in this role, the ideal candidate must be an even-tempered, tolerant team player with 
strong leadership skills, and have the ability to constantly keep up with and adapt to the ever* 
changing telecommunication industry. The individual must also have good communication and 
interpersonal skills, be able to impart knowledge, mentor subordinates,motivate and inspire 
ttonfidence in people, and be proactive and visionary Broad knowledge of the political and 
socio-economic issues affecitr» the Nigerian telecom industry is essential, as are analytical 
thinking, competence In the use of computers and result orientation.

The ideal candidate should possess at least a BSc degree in Electrical. Electronic or 
Telecommunications Engineering with a  minimum of 15 years' relevant experience in 
telecommunications The candidate must have hands -on experience in installation, 
commissioning, operation and maintenance of telecom systems and be registered with COREN. 
Membership of any other professional engineering body such as NSE, IEE or IEEE and 
familiarity with ITU regulations, procedures and practices would be an added advantage.

Director of Licensing Ref; T701
The incumbent will be responsible for providing direction and guidance to the development 
implementation and monitoring of licensing and tariff policies to support investment inflow, effective 
competition, fair pricing and a robust diversified, stakeholder-friendly telecommunications sector 
This incorporates;
•  Advising on new areas/undertakings for licensing, including requirements anc 

conditions;
•  Ensuring that stakeholders in the telecommunications industry comply with licensing 

obligations and requirements;
•  Advising on tariff setting, interconnection rates, license fees and other charges:
•  Supervising the m anagem ent and collection of statutory fees, charges and 

contributions;
e  Co-ordinating industry consultation on new licenses or amendments to existing 

authorisations;
•  Promoting effective competition in the Industry;
•  Monitoring and gathering environmental intelligence on licensing and tariff issues; 
e  Supervising and coordinating zonal offices;
•  Coordinating activities of the Management Licensing Committee.

The role calls for at least a  first degree in Social Sciences, Sciences, Law, Engineering or Humanities 
A Masters degree or any relevant professional qualification such as CIM, ACA or registration with 
COREN would be an added advantage. The Weal candidate must also have a minimum of 15 years 
post-graduation experience of which 8 should be In the telecommunications industry and in a similar 
function. The candidate must be an even tempered, tolerant team player with strong leadership skills 
and have the ability to constantly keep up with and adapt to the ever-changing telecommunicate 
industry.
The individual must also have good communication and interpersonal skifls, be able to tmpar 
knowledge, mentor subordinates, motivate and inspire confidence in people, and be proactive and 
visionary. Broad krtowfedge of the political and socio-economic issues affecting the Nigerian tetecom 
industry is essential, as are analytical thinking, competence in the use of computers and result 
orientation.
If you meet the above requirements, please forward your application and a copy of your resume 
quoting the relevant reference number on the top right-hand comer of your resume to 
pwc.recruitmenteng.pwc.com or The Executive Search & Selection Unit, PncewaterhouseCoopers 
Limited. 5 th Floor. Katsina House, Ralph Shodeinde Sheet, Central Business District, Abuja.
Closing date for applications is 24 February 2006. Please note that only short-fisted candidates wi’lbe 
contacted.

*con nectedth inking
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FG approves 6 depots for Niger Delta
P re s id en t O lusegun  

O basan jo  has ap p r­
oved the establishment 

o f  six petroleum  products 
depots in the Niger Delta.

A member o f the presi­
dential task force on the init­
iative, Alhaji Awwalu Abub­
akar told newsmen yesterday 
in Abuja that this was part of 
efforts to ease supply and 
distribution of products in the

area.
A ccording to him , the 

move is also to align products 
prices in the area with those 
obtained in other parts o f the 
country.

He said centrality, navig­
ability, adequate landmass 
and linkage to most creeks 
would determine the siting of 
the project.

He said the project has

been estimated to cost N4.3 
b illion  to be draw n from  
public-private partnership.

Abubakar said Obasanjo 
had also approved the initial 
contribution o f stakeholders

as follows: NDDC 35 per 
cent, NNPC 20 per cent, state 
government in the riverine 
states, 15 per cent.

Others are local govern­
ments in the area five per cent

as well as core investors 25 
per cent.

He said that on the long 
run, the interest o f the funding 
agencies would be subseq­
uently divested to allow core

in v esto rs  to m ar 
project.

N A N  learn t 
project is expected t* 
pleted and com m ;" 
the end o f the year.

NSE plans electronic trading floors for Uyo, Bauchi

Commodity market begins 
trading March, targets all products

P lans have been concl­
uded for the commen­
cement o f  transactions 

I at the Abuja Securities and 
C om m odity  E xchange 

| (ASCE) in March this year, 
ju s t as tfte federal gover­
nment decided to include all 
commodities in the country 

| for effective coverage in the 
transactions.

Initially only seven com­
modities were listed at the 
market for a start to enable 
government pay more atten­
tion on som e specialized  
commodities in the country.

Speaking at yesterday at 
the second interactive ses­
sion on the establishment of 
a viable cash crop market in 

| Nigeria, the Managing Dir­
ector o f ASCE, Yusuf Abdur- 
rahim said the decision to 
accom m odate  a ll com m ­
odities at the start is to give 
chance to all stakeholders to 
partake in the market.

She said the benefit is to 
a llow  buyers and se llers  
know the prices o f  commod­
ities at the local market, sa­
ying the market will provide 
a veritable platform for far­
mers to mitigate the inherent 
risks in agricultural produ­
ction and marketing through 
the hedging.

A ccord ing  to him  the 
market will minimize post 
harvest w astes and losses 
through timely price infor­
m ation  d issem in a tio n  on 
radio, television and news­
papers.

Abdurrahim said this will 
create ready and expanded 
market for the Nigerian farm 
produce by serving as a gate­
w ay to  the  in te rn a tio n a l 
market.

He said that the market 
will not only limit it self on 
agricultural commodities but 
also trade in products and 
com m odities in the solid  
mineral sub->sector, energy 

: and fu rth e r prom ote  the 
growth o f the financial sector 
through the clearing services 
that will be provided by some 
banks that serve as clearing 
banks to the ASCE

Speaking on the need to 
have warehouses where, the 
products will be kept, Abdu­
rrahim said, ASCE is rolling 
out modalities to identify and 
locate w arehouses in the 
country, stressing that it is 
n ecessa ry  to encourage

By Hamisu Muhammad,
Business Reporter

p eo p le  to  b u ild  such 
w arehouses for e ffec tive  
storage.

T he N ig eria  S tock 
Exchange (NSE) has 
con c lu d ed  p lans to 

open additional branches of 
electronic trading floors in 
Uyo and Bauchi.

This was announced in a 
docu m en t on the 2005 
performance o f NSE issued 
by its Director-General, Mrs 
Ndi Okereke-Oyunke.

The docum ent m ade

av a ilab le  to the  N ew s 
Agency ofNigeria (NAN) in 
Kaduna yesterday, said the 
B en in  b ranch  o f  the 
electronic trading had been 
opened.

She explained that work 
had  s ta rted  on the 
automation o f  Kaduna and 
Ibadan trading floors.

“The p ro jec ts  w ill be 
concluded in 2006 along with

the automation of the Onitsha 
branch trading floor,” she 
added.

She explained that six 
stock brokering forms were 
revoked last year, including 
the Apex securities, Beac- 
hg rove S ecu ritie s , V iva, 
A k ito rch , A sset p lus and 
Halsec securities.

, “We are hopeful that the 
BPE would consummate its

decision to list th. 
N itel and Powe- 
Company o f Nigeria 
on the market 2006. '

O kereke-O nyun- 
the exchange had N 2 
in 2005 as against N 2 
in 2004 in market c j  

sation.
It had a tu rno  

N262.94 billion in 2' 
N225.82 billion in 2CH u
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W e  s e l l  S e c u r i t y
Loss o f iife and property are the main security fears o f every human being.

In Law  U n ion  and Rock, you have a solid friend that replaces tost items almost 

immediately and takes care o f your own in case you are not around.

These are the things our clients enjoy everyday 

Shouldn't you be a part o f them
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How banks can check online fraud
B anks must do more to 

p rom ote  secu rity  
am ong th e ir  online 

customers, the UK’s finance 
watchdog has said.

The Financial Services 
Authority (FSA) made the 
call as it revealed h a lf o f  
in te rn e t u se rs  are  e ith e r 
extremely or very concerned 
about the risk o f  fraud.

To ease sa fe ty  fears 
banks should make m ore 
effort to educate web users 
about online security, the 
FSA said.

B ut it w arned  i f  
custom ers were forced to 
foot the bill for online fraud 
77% would stop banking via

the web.
More than 1,500 people 

were quizzed about online 
bank in g  fo r the  FSA ’s 
Financial Risk 2006 report.

The study, which will be 
published today, January 25, 
2006, also showed that while 
m any w eb users w ere 
p ro te c tin g  th em selv es , 
almost a quarter did not know 
when they last updated their 
security software.

Security breaches 
“ M ost consum ers 

recognise they have some 
responsibility for security but 
they  are  no t n ecessa rily  
fo llow ing  th is ob ligation  
th ro u g h ,” FSA financ ia l

Victims recount 
experiences of online fraud
S om e adults say they 

have had their identity 
stolen or know a victim 

o f  ID fraud . W hich? 
magazine has said.

T hree  BB C  N ew s
website readers explain what 
happened to  them  w hen 
their ID was stolen.

V ik k i A n d e r s o n , 2 9 , 
b a n k  w o r k e r  fr o m
U x b r id g e :  W hen V ikki 
Anderson had her handbag 
stolen last July, she knew she 
was in trouble.

She was moving home 
and her passport and key 
personal documents were in 
the stolen bag.

“I cancelled everything 
tha t day, in c lud ing  my 
passport and reported the 
theft to the police. But I was 
s till w orried  about the 
possibility o f  ID theft.”

Vikki s nervousness was 
justified when she received 
a call from a car loan broker 
asking her when she would 
like her new loan repayments 
to start.

Vikki had not bought a
car.

V ik k i A n d erson : “ I told 
them  tha t w hoever had 
applied for the loan was not 
m e and decided to check my 
credit record immediately.”

V ikki found  tha t a 
frau d ste r had used  the 
stolen ID to obtain car loans 
worth more than £2 0 ,0 0 0  in 
her name.

Vikki also found that two  
direct debits had been set up 
on her bank account without 
her know ledge.

A fter a m onth, the loan  
com pany concluded  that a 
fraud had taken p lace and 
told Vikki that she w ould not 
b e liable for the loan.

“T h e fra u d ster s  h a v e  
caused a serious amount o f  
damage.

“1 was recently turned 
dow n for a c red it card  
because my credit rating has 
been damaged.”

Vikki is trying to get the 
two major credit reference 
ag en c ies , E xperian  and 
Equifax, to amend her credit 
record.

“The whole process is 
not something I would want 
to  rep ea t, I have spen t 
hundreds o f hours trying to 
sort everything.

“ I s till fear that the 
fraudsters will strike again, 
even though I have done 
everything I can to stop it 
from happening.”

L aura M cD on ald : But 
the  deb t re la ted  to  an 
address that Laura had left

crim e sector leader Philip 
Robinson said.

“ To tack le  the  losses 
associated with fraud, banks 
shou ld  con tinue  to  drive

secu rity  and th is  m ust 
include educating consumers 
on the im p o rtan ce  o f  
protecting themselves.”

It added that figures from

industry body Apacs showed 
internet fraud losses rose to 
£ 14.5m in the first six months 
o f2005.

While admitting that the

more than four years ago.
Laura had fallen victim 

to a not too sophisticated but 
still highly-eftective fraud.

“ The housing  asso c ­
iation had left my nameplate 
up outside my old address. 
The fraudster had simply- 
seen my name and decided 
to obtain goods using it.”

Laura soon discovered 
tha t the m ail o rd e r debt 
w asn't the only cloud on the 
horizon.

“My name was used to 
obtain books from a book 
club and I am cu rren tly  
dealing with that debt.”

In order to prove that she 
w a sn 't  the  person  
responsible. Laura has had 
to make dozens o f  phone 
calls and send a copv o f  her 
birth certificate and utility 
bills to debt collectors and 
credit reference agencies.

N a s ir  A h m e d , 4 3 , IT  
e n g in e e r  fr o m  L o n d o n :  
N asir A hm ed fell for an 
increasingly common type o f 
ID fraud.

It started in September 
2004 when he received a call 
at home apparently from his 
bank.

The caller told Nasir that 
someone was trying to carry 
out a fraudulent transaction 
on his account and that to 
stop  it they  needed  to 
confirm his personal details.

N asir  A h m ed : Eager to 
fight the fraudsters, Nasir 
confirmed to the caller his 
name, address, date o f  birth, 
place o f birth - everything, 
in sh o rt, n eed ed  to 
perpetrate a sophisticated ID

Nasir heard nothing for 
a month, then on opening his 
c red it card  sta tem en t he 
found that more than £ 11,000 
had been taken, mostly to 
buy f lig h t tick e ts  and 
travellers cheques.

“It was a real shock and I 
ca lled  my c red it card  
company straight away who 
agreed to,freeze my account 
and investigate.

“ It to o k  them  th ree 
months to sort this out and 
credit the account. All that 
time I worried that they would 
say that they thought it was 
me who had sp en t the 
money, how would I find 
£11,000?

“W here does a person 
go for help? The police said 
it was a matter between me 
and the c red it card  
company.”

Nasir was struck by the 
professional nature o f  the 
fraud. , T ;n, n, , r , ) j

Lloyds is trying out new measures to beat online fra u d

A m e r ic a n  a d m its  
h ija c k in g  P C s

A  20-year-old American 
has admitted hijacking 
thousands o f

computers and using them to 
send out spam.

Jeanson James Ancheta 
p lead ed  g u ilty  in a Los 
Angeles court to charges of 
conspiring to violate anti­
spam and computer misuse 
laws, and fraud.

Prosecutors said the case 
was the first to target so- 
called botnets.

These are netw orks o f  
computers that are infected 
with malicious software and 
then used to send spam and 
attack websites.

“ M r A n ch e ta  was 
responsible for a particularly 
insidious string o f  crimes,” 
said a spokesman for the US 
a tto rn e y ’s o ffice  in Los 
Angeles, Thom Mrozek.

“He hijacked somewhere 
in the area o f  half a million 
computer systems. This not 
only affected computers like 
the one in your home, but it 
allowed him and others to 
o rch es tra te  la rg e -sca le  
attacks.”

Zombie networks 
Mr Ancheta was charged 

in November with 17 counts 
o f conspiracy, fraud and other 
crimes in connection with a 
14-month crime spree that 
started in June 2004.

He was accused o f taking 
ad v an tag es o f  flaw s in 
M ic ro so ft’s W indow s 
operating system to infect 
hundreds o f  thousands o f  
co m p u te rs , c rea tin g  a 
“zom bie  n e tw o rk ” o f  
machines.

In en te rin g  h is gu ilty  
pleas, Mr Ancheta admitted 
selling access to his botnet 
to firms which fed pop-up ads 
to the infected computers.

A m ong the m ach ines 
infected were US m ilitary 
computers in 'California and 
in Virginia.

Under a plea agreement, 
Mr Ancheta is expected to 
receive from four years to six 
years in prison when he is 
senten(^4,oi^ 1 May, though

r .S' I 
I .a io .'*• n

the deal has to be approved 
by a judge.

He also agreed to pay 
$15,000 (£8,800) in restitution 
to  the m ilita ry  fac ilitie s  
a ffec ted  and  fo rfe it the 
p ro ceed s o f  h is ill ic it  
activities, including more 
than $60,000 (£35,000) in cash 
and a 1993 BMW.

figure was “relatively low” the 
FSA did point out that the 
figure had more than trebled 
from the £4m lost in the same 
period a year earlier.

In an effort to curb the 
growing problem o f online 
fraud banks are testing new 
security tools.

Lloyds TSB began trials 
o f  a new two-part security 
system  last year to tackle 
scams where fraudsters hack 
p e o p le ’s PCs or use 
“phishing” em ails to steal 
login details.

Online safety
Around 30,000 custor _ 

were sent a keyring-si . 
secu rity  dev ice  w hi, 
generates a six-digit c; 
w hich changes e v e n  
seconds - to be u^. 
alongside usernam es . 
passwords.

“We recognise that ni. 
banks are a lready  ta k r  . 
steps to engage consume - 
Mr Robinson added.

“Initiatives like the 
Safe O n lin e ’ c a m p a ir 
between the government 
the p riv a te  sec to r sh. > 
consum er education  
beginning to happen.

“But banks need to I. ■ 
c a re fu lly  at consu; - 
attitudes and whether th . 
initiatives are effective 
maintaining confidence.” 

Online fraud h ^ a ls o  
the headlines recertify a 
reports that criminal gar - 
had stolen millions fron 
g o v ern m en t th rough  
credit scams involving : 
D epartm ent for Wor^ 
Pensions and Network Ra 

Such frauds are cam . 
out by criminals who steal a 
individual’s name, date > 
birth and National Insura 
num ber and use these 
p e rso n a l d e ta ils  to  s tta  
money from the govern nu - 
by m aking fraudulent • 
credit claims.

CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA
TENDER NOTICE  

NIGERIAN TREASURY BILLS
Notice is hereby given by the Central Bank of Nigeria that 91-day Federal 
Government of Nigeria Treasury Bills amounting to N 10,000,000,000 will 
be issued by an auction-based system on Thursday, 02/02/2006.

Interested Authorized Dealers ( Banks, Discount Houses and Brokers) are 
invited to submit tenders to reach the Issues Office, Central Bank of Nigeria. 
Lagos, not later than 1.30pm. on Tuesday, 31/01/2006.

Each tender must be in multiple o f NI, 000 subject to a minimum of N10. 
000 per tender. Authorized Dealers are allowed to submit multiple bids and 
quote multiple rates. A tender may be for own account of Authorized Dealers 
or made on behalf o f interested members o f the public, who are advised to 
apply through any of the authorized dealers.

Tenders for the Bills should be submitted on the prescribed printed forms in 
duplicate and in sealed envelopes clearly marked “TENDER FOR BILLS' 
The result o f the tender will be announced before the close o f business on 
Wednesday, 01/02/2006. The Bank reserves the right to reject any tender in 
part or in full.

Allotment letters will be issued for successful bid on Thursday, 02/02/2006 
Payment in full for the amount o f the accepted tenders must be made to the 
Central Bank of Nigeria not later than 1,30pm on the issue date 02/02/2006 
This will normally be effected by direct debit to the accounts o f the affected 
Authorized Dealers which should ensure that their accounts with the Bank 
are adequately funded for this purpose.

ISSUES OFFICE 
CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA 

TINUBU SQUARE 
; LAGOS. ]<• !■  ̂
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Business Trust
1ST-TIER SECURITIES THE NIGERIAN STOCK EXCHANGE REPORT AS AT TUESDAY, JANUARY 24, 20o

Company Name No of Deals Quota tion(N) Quantity Traded Value of Shares
ADSWITCH PLC. 3 1.57 54,000 84,780.00
CUTIX PLC 3 3.02 53,600 162,412.00
Sector Totals 6 107,600 247,192.00
AGRICULTURE/AGRO-ALL1ED
LIVESTOCK FEEDS PLC. 2 2.10 15,448 32,490.08
OKITIPUPA OIL PALM PLC. 1 0.90 300 270.00
THE OKOMU OIL PALM COMPANY PLC 11 18.00 158,492 2,935,218.40
PRESCO PLC. 14 11.50 34,635 390,843.00
Sector Totals 28 208,875 3,358,821.48
AUTOM OBILE & TYRE
DUNLOP NIGERIA PLC. 22 2.79 190,707 511,663.48
R.T. BRISCOAEPLC.21 6.01 51,541 310,421.90

Sector Totals 43 242,248 822,085.38
BANKING

ACCESS BANK PLC 154 2.60 6,101,327 16,103,551.61
AFRIBANK NIGERIA PLC. 19 9.10 1,799,696 16,377,233.60
DIAMOND BANK PLC 2 7.75 100,100 775,775.00
EIB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC. 2 2.26 333,400 753,484.00
FIDELITY BANK PLC 13 2.93 971,739 2,847,195.27
FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC. 579 34.19 4,582,849 155,231,027.09
FSB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC. 7 1.14 445,743 508,147.02
GTBANK PLC. 399 13.00 6,630,870 86,268,528.22
INVESTMENT BANKING 18 4.57 2,455,174 11,220,145.18
INTERNATIONAL MERCHANT BANK PLC. 4 0.84 20,379,965 17,119,170.60
INLAND BANK (NIGERIA) PLC. 2 1.81 37,968 68,722.08
INTERCONTINENTAL BANK PLC. 195 8.99 5,112,253 46,277,287.14
LION BANK OF NIGERIA PLC. 2 1.40 2,000 2,800.00
NAL BANK PLC. 1 2.80 139,218 389,810.40

OCEANIC BANK PLC 85 6.00 7,354,837 43,991,398.88
OMEGA BANK (NIGERIA) PLC 2 1.91 244,200 466,422.00
UNITED BANK FOR AFRJCA PLC. 112 12.81 1,510,309 19,485,167.26
UNION BANK NIGERIA PLC. 87 25.48 278,730 7,102,040.40
UNITY BANK PLC 5 2.50 971,673 2,313,019.74
WEMA BANK PLC. 22 3.74 2,358,556 8,820,999.44
ZENITH BANK PLC 15 19.64 190,700 3,745,348.00
Sector Totals 1,725 62,001,307 439,867,272.93
BREW ERIES
CHAMPION BREWERIES PLC. 2 1.86 44,900 82,314.00
GUINNESS NIGERIA PLC. 119 102.00 369,448 37,622,930.44
NIGERIAN BREWERIES PLC. 334 36.52 1,423,896 51,682,526.60
Sector Totals 455 1,838,244 89,387,771.04
BUILDING M ATERIALS
ASHAKA CEMENT PLC. 88 33.70 401,578 13,525,499.30
CEMENT COMPANY OF NORTHERN NIG. PLC 14 7.09 61,373 441,625.18
WEST AFRICAN PORTLAND CEMENT CO. PLC. 154 16.40 1,242,417 20,540,343.94

Sector Totals 256 1,705,368 34,507,468.42
CHEM ICAL & PAINTS
BERGER PAINTS PLC. 10 3.90 293,924 1,120,333.70
CAP PLC. 9 8.86 10,031 88,874.66
D. N. MEYER PLC. 2 3.85 24,050 92,900.00
IPWA PLC. 1 0.37 25,000 9,250.00
NIGERIA-GERMAN CHEMICALS PLC. 4 4.31 131,462 567,821.22
Sector Totals 26 484,467 1,879,179.58
COM PUTER & O FFICE EQUIPMENT
TRIPPLE GEE AND COMPANY PLC. 1 0.43 266 114.38
Sector Totals 1 266 114.38
CONGLOMERATES
A. G. LEVENTIS NIGERIA PLC. 10 1.30 259,388 338,272.76
C F A O NIGERIA PLC. 13 3.57 27,755 97,951.44
JOHN HOLT PLC. 2 1.54 8,521 13,122.34
P. Z. INDUSTRIES PLC. 61 16.20 840,213 13,611,450.60
S C O A NIGERIA PLC. 1 0.97 62,443 60,569.71
U.A.C.N1GERIA PLC. 107 16.20 620,368 10,066,835.77
UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC 167 21.00 1,196,826 24,836,918.94
U.T.C. NIGERIA PLC. 6 0.80 64,030 51,364.30
Sector Totals 367 3,079,544 49,076,485.86
CONSTRUCTION
CAPALBETO 1 14.00 1,400 19,600.00
COSTAIN (W.A.) PLC. 2 1.09 192 209.28
JULIUS BERGER NIGERIA PLC. 5 21.50 1,500 32,250.00

Sector Totals 8 3,092 52,059.28
ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY
NIGERIAN WIRE AND CABLE PLC. 2 0.70 26,120 18,275.60
Sector Totals 2 26,120 18,275.60
FOOD/BEVERAGES & TOBACCO
7-UP BOTTLING COMPANY PLC 40 26.50 96,098 2,542,481.50
CADBURY NIGERIA PLC. 150 65.81 349,199 22,962,276.01
FLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC. 90 26.15 286,277 7,500,834.33
NIGERIA BOTTLING COMPANY PLC. 88 61.00 202,194 12,387,923.14
NESTLE FOODS NIGERIA PLC. 57 190.01 104,714 19,797,996.10
NORTHERN NIGERIA FLOUR MILLS PLC. 5 16.25 13,632 218,756.32
Sector Totals 430 1,052,114 65,410,267.40
FOOTWEAR
FOOTWEAR & ACCESSORIES MAN. PLC. 1 0.29 5,351 1,551.79
Sector Totals 1 5,351 1,551.79
HEALTHCARE
BCN PLC. 1 0.61 100 61.00
EVANS MEDICAL PLC. 7 2.52 108,718 273,969.36
GLAXOSMITHKLINE CONSUMER NIGERIA PLC 29 10.10 379,561 3,821,835.69
MAY & BAKER NIGERIA PLC 4 5.36 23,250 124,620.00
NEIMETH INTERNATIONAL PHARM. PLC. 1 3.23 26,571 85,824.33
PHARMA-DEKO PLC. 2 4.55 4,200 19,110.00

Sector Totals 44 542,400 4,325,420.38
INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC PRODUCTS
ALUMACO PLC. 1 1.24 1,140 1,413.60
B.O.C. GASES PLC 12 2.85 75,000 213,471.21
FIRST ALUMINIUM NIGERIA PLC. 7 0.71 299,159 215,362.89
OLUWA GLASS COMPANY PLC. 1 1.33 2,000 2,660.00
VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC. 83 4.70 517,052 2,460,370.80
VONO PRODUCTS PLC. 13 1.27 913,156 1,160,608.12

Sector Totals 117 1,807,507 4,053,886.62
INSURANCE
ACEN INSURANCE COMPANY PLC 1 0.54 15,000 8,100.00
A11CO INSURANCE PLC. 40 2.28 1,832,378 4,051,803.43
CORNERSTONE INSURANCE CO. PLC. 14 1.48 92,740 138,388.91
CRUSADER INSURANCE PLC. 11 1.70 303,895 519,158.20
GREAT NIGERIA INSURANCE PLC 1 1.38 2,000 2,760.00
N.E.M. INSURANCE CO. (NIG.) PLC. 1 0.58 200 116.00
NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC. 14 2.90 121,465 352,587.65
PRESTIGE ASSURANCE PLC. 5 2.14 15,860 33,906.00
ROYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE PLC. 17 3.02 216,892 636,045.75
STANDARD ALLIANCE INSURANCE 6 1.43 574,034 818,154.18
UNIC INSURANCE PLC. 25 1.36 5,603,314 7,056,207.51
WEST AFRICAN PROV. INS. COY. PLC. 12 3.07 61,078 189,205.64
Sector Totals 147 8,838,856 13,806,433.27
MANAGED FUNDS
C & I LEASING PLC 6 1.18 28,931 34,450.58
Sector Totals 6 28,931 34,450.58
M ARITIM E
JA PA U LO IL * MARITIME SERVICES PLC 13 1.85 83,858 161,300.58
Sector Totals 13 83,858 161,300.58

PACKAGING
NAMPAK NIGERIA PLC 2 , 1.52 12,328 18,738.56
POLY PRODUCTS (NIGERIA) PLC. 1 0.56 200 112.00
Sector Totals 3 12,528 18,850.56
PETROLEUM (M ARKETING)
AFROIL PLC. 9 0.52 54,000 28,585.00
AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC. 96 42.95 236,910 10,209,806.89
CONOIL PLC 86 91.00 40,474 3,705,680.22
ETERNA OIL & GAS PLC. 16 2.87 104,175 292,272.59
MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC. 31 155.06 35,516 5,535,539.28
OANDO PLC 168 94.10 254,141 23,911,786.82
TEXACO (NIGERIA) PLC. 21 114.70 21,703 2,494,427.90
TOTAL NIGERIA PLC 34 181.00 47,362 8,627,922.66

Sector Totals 461 794,281 54.806,021.36
PRINTING & PUBLISHING
LONGMAN NIGERIA PLC. 2 3.04 1,050 3,192.00
UNIVERSITY PRESS PLC. 4 1.50 16,205 24,507.50

Sector Totals 6 17,255 27,699.50 
REAL ESTATE

UACN PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT PLC. 46 9.58 1,030,324 9,767,576.12
Sector Totals 46 1,030,324 9,767,576.12
TEXTILES
AFPRINT NIGERIA PLC. 5

J 3 V - - i .
155,125 ' -»■1 58,94t.50r

UNITED NIGERIAJEXTILES_PLC. 9___ _ . ^ 2 8 ^ 4 1 ___________ 59,885.01
Sector ToUGT 14 183,968 118,832.51
Overall Totals 4,205 84,094,504 771,749,016.62

TOP 10 TRADES YESTERDAY
SYMBOL VOLUME VALUE TRAi’t
AIICO 1,832378.00 4,051,803.43 40
W EM ABANK 2,358,556.00 8,820,999.44 22
IBTC 2,455,174.00 11,220,145.18 18
FIRSTBANK 4,582,849.00 155231,027.09 i; 579
INTERCONT 5,112253.00 46377387.14 195
UNIC 5,603,314.00 7,056307.51 I I 25
ACCESS 6,101327.00 16,103,551.61 : ;  154
GUARANTY 6,630,870.00 86368,528.22 399
OCEANIC 7,354,837.00 43,991398.88 85
IMB 20379,965.00 17,119,170.60 4
TO P 10 GAINERS
SYMBOL LASTCLOSE YESTERDAY’S CLOSE CHAV
NESTLE 187.00 190.01 +3.01
CONOIL 90.00 91.00 1+ 1 .00
GUINNESS 101.00 102.00 +1.00
NNFM 15.48 1625 8*0-77
FIRSTBANK 33.61 34.19 ig-^O-SS
NB 36.00 36.52 I : 4 0 -52
UAC-PROP 9.13 9.58 -KM*
UNILEVER 20.62 21.00 +038
CADBURY 65.50 65.81 -K)3I
INTERCONT 8.78 8.99 * 0 2 1
TOP 10 LOSERS
SYMBOL LASTCLOSE YESTERDAY’S CLOSE CH AV  *

TOTAL 185.02 181.00 ' -4.02
TEXACO 117.00 114.70 \  -2J0
MOBIL 15630 155.06 -1.44
OKOMUOEL 18.60 18,00 -0.6(1
CCNN 7.46 7.09 -0J7
UBA
CUTIX

13.00 12.81 -0.19
3.17 3.02 -0.13

DNMEYER 4.00 3.85 -0.15
VITAFOAM 4.85 4.70 -0.15
BOCGAS 2.98 2.85

....................................................

-0.13

JSSi.—

The 20 most active stocks 
turnover volume at NSE in

Oceanic Bank International (Nig) Plc-2.342 billion shares.
United Bank for Africa Pic 
IMB international Bank Pic - 
Access Bank Pic 
Afribank Nigeria Pic 
Intercontinental Bank Pic- - 
Standard Trust Bank Pic- 
First Bank o f Nigeria Plc- 
Guaranty Trust Bank Pic - 
Great Nigeria Insurance Plc- 
Union Bank o f Nigeria Plc- 
EIB International Bank Plc- 
WAPCOPlc- 
Diamond Bank Pic -

-1.600 billion shares 
1.471 billion shares; 
1.316 billion shares 
1.223 billion shares 
1.182 billion shares 
1.133 billion shares
972.8 million shares
930.9 million shares 
839.8 million shares
788.7 million shares
717.4 million shares
581.4 million shares
543.7 million shares

Investment Banking & Trust Co. Plc-531.6 million sharv
Zenith Bank Pic - 
Fidelity Bank Plc- 
Nigerian Breweries Pic - 
Gulf Bank o f Nigeria Pic - 
Inland Bank (Nigeria) Plc-

498.7 million shares 
449.3 million shares 
415.0 million shares 
380.2 million share*- 
364.6 million shares

The 20 companies with the highest market 
capitalization in 2005 in descending order:

Company M arket C apitalisation (N ’Bn)
Nigerian Breweries Pic 293.42
First Bank ofNigeria Pic 160.1
Union Bank Nig. Pic 152.01
Guinness N igeria Pic 11327
Intercontinental Bank Pic 992
Zenith Bank Pic 99.0
Nestle Nigeria Pic 98.8
UBA Pic 90.7
Nigeria Bottling Co. Pic 84.92
Guaranty Trust Bank Pic 74.4
Cadbury Nigeria Pic 65.6
Total Nigeria Pic 62.14
Unilever Nigeria Pic 62.08
Oceanic Bank International (Nig) Pic 60.44 
Oando Pic 54.94
WAPCOPlc 51.93
Ashaka Cem Pic 50.02
Diamond Bank Pic 47.1
First City Monument Bank Pld' 43.43
Afribank Nigeria Pic 42.85
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A bdulraheem M. Duzu, 
a student of-Govern­
m ent Secondary 

School Wuse II, Abuja, seemed 
to be riding his bicycle with a 
lot o f pleasure, carrying his 
friend Nadar Umar Faruq of the 
Federal Government Science 
and Technical College, Orozo. 
He appeared proud, wearing a 
yellow crash helmet, Although 
it was, comparatively, much 
bigger than his head. Duzu’s 
passenger was not wearing any 
helmet. Both of them need not 
have worn any helmet because 
they were riding on a bicycle. 
But the rider was wearing one 
in clear expression of public ac­
ceptability of the reintroduction 
or reinforcement of the law, 
which mandates every motor­
cyclist in the country, to wear a 
crash helm et for his or her 
safety and that o f the passen­
ger.

The Federal Road Safety 
Commission (FRSC) announced 
late last year that with effect 
from January 1,2006, all motor­
cyclists and their passengers, 
should use the crash helmet as 
a safety measure against acci­
dents, and other unforeseen 
circumstances.

The sign ificance o f  the 
crash helmet to Okada riders

By Abdullahi M. Gulloma,
Reporter 

and other motorcyclists, ac­
cording to a senior road safety 
commander and head o f  the 
public enlightenment unit of the 
Abuja command of the Federal 
Road Safety Commission, Mr. 
Aide Okwonghai, cannot be 
overemphasised. He said that 
the use of the kit by Okada rid­
ers is vital, because they are 
what he referred to as “exposed 
road users” and are, therefore, 
prone to greater danger on the 
roads.

The FRSC official said the 
commission revisited the law on 
the enforcement of the use of 
the crash helmet, in order to 
ensure that motorcyclists in the 
country make effective use of 
the kit to protect their heads 
whenever there is an accident. 
According to him, enforcement 
o f the use of the item is nation­
wide, both for the rider and the 
passenger, and that defaulters 
are made to pay a fine of N 1,000 
(One Thousand naira) and at­
tend a com pulsory class o f 
some minutes, where they usu­
ally receive instructions on 
safety rules and regulations, 
and how to protect themselves.

Mr. Okwonghai said also 
that the FRSC is impressed with

what he referred to as “an en­
couraging compliance on the 
part o f the motorcyclists, espe­
cially Okada riders, and we are 
employing a corrective meas­
ure so that the people involved 
would adjust to the use o f the 
kit.”

A reasonable number of the 
Okada riders said there is wis­
dom in the introduction o f the 
crash helmet as, according to 
them, the kit would protect 
them in the event o f an acci­
dent. For instance, Kabiru Mo­
hammed, who came to Abuja 
from Zaria city in Kaduna state, 
said that the enforcement o f the 
crash helmet “is the most rea­
sonable thing the FRCS offi­
cials have done for the Okada 
riders.” Mohammed, a diploma 
holder, said he was particularly 
impressed that the commission 
values the lives o f Okada rid­
ers, and introduced the kit for 
their safety.

Speaking in support o f the 
submissions by Mohammed, 
Mr. Okafor Emeka, who said he 
is from Enugu state, stressed 
that the introduction o f the 
crash helmet by the FRSC, is a 
clear indication that the com­
mission is now taking its du­
ties and responsibilities to the 
Nigerian public more seriously.

4bdulraheem M. Duzu wearing a yellow helmet, while riding his bicycle alongside a friend.

He said that the crash helmet, 
which sells at between N1500 
and N 1800, was o f great value 
at the beginning of this month 
when he had an accident along 
the Abuja-Airport road. “I think 
if  it were not for this thing (in­
dicating the red helmet) I would 
have been a dead person by 
now. I took a passenger from 
Area 10 to the headquarters o f 
the Nigeria Union of Teachers 
(NUT) and before we reached 
our destination, we had an ac­
cident. It was a terrible experi­
ence. The helmet I was wearing 
was knocked in the encounter, 
which means I would have sus­
tained a major head injury,” he 
said.

Another fellow from Apo 
Village in Abuja, who identified 
himself as Hassan Rabiu, said 
he had seen the wisdom in the 
use o f the crash helmet. He nar­
rated his experience thus: “On 
Saturday January 14, 2006, I 
was returning to my house in 
Apo village and, unknown to 
me, some people were fighting, 
and as I approached the scene, 
one o f them picked a big stone 
from the ground and aimed at 
the other person, but he missed 
the fellow and the stone landed 
on my helmet, which threw me 
off the motorcycle, but without 

sustain ing  any 
injury. I stood up 
and thanked the 
A lm ighty  for 
saving me. And I 
felt that if  it were 
not for the hel­
m et, my skull 
would have been 
fractured.” 

H ow ever, a 
r e a s o n a b l e  
num ber o f  the 
Okada riders are 
not happy with 
the introduction 
o f the crash hel­
met, saying that 
it would further 
com pound the 
problems being 
faced by com ­
mercial motorcy­
clists. Specifi­
cally , Lawal 
Inuw a, Paul 
M ichael and 
U bale B arau, 
who are operat­
ing w ith in  the 
FCT, expressed 
concern  over 
w hat they  re ­
ferred to as the 
“exorbitant cost 
o f  the  h e lm e t ' 
ranging from N I, 
500 to N I, 800, 
and even
higher.” Accord­
ing to them, the 
crash  helm et

Another Okada man, Kabir Mohammed wearing a yellow c 
would make things difficult for given to Abuja, bee.
Okada riders and their passen­
gers, because the kit absorbs 
heat and passes it on to the user.

For M oses A nthony, 
Ibrahim Abba, Musa Dattijo, 
Mallam Umar Yusuf, Gabriel 
John and A m inu Isa o f  
Gwarimpa, Zone 5, Durumi vil­
lage, Lugbe, M pape and 
Mabushi, respectively, the in­
troduction o f the helmet was a 
deliberate attempt by the au­
thorities in the Federal Capital 
Territory and FRSC officials, to 
make life difficult for Okada rid­
ers operating in the FCT.

S pecifically , M oses 
Anthony and Umar Yusuf ar­
gued that the helmet was intro­
duced to frustrate Okada rid­
ers out o f Abuja. According to 
them, the enforcement o f the 
use o f crash helmet is restricted 
only to the Federal Capital Ter­
ritory, and that their counter­
parts in the other states o f the 
federation are still operating 
without the helmet.

According to Mallam Umar 
Yusuf, who hails from Zamfara 
state, “No Okada rider is using 
the crash helmet in my state, or 
in Katsina and Kaduna states. 
It is solely an Abuja issue.” His 
colleague, M oses A nthony 
concurred that Okada riders in 
Onitsha do not wear any hel­
met, and they move freely with- 
out let or hindrance. ”

Dismissing the above asser­
tion , how ever, the FRSC 
spokesm an, Mr. A ide 
Okwonghai, said that the en­
forcement o f the law is nation­
w ide, but that em phasis is

the nation’s capital. "It - 
true that the enforcemen: 
law on the crash helm c - 
in Abuja. Yes, Abuja is the . 
tal o f this country, and w e 
to have a capital where e- 
thing is almost in a perfect ■ 
We are trying to make A 
our own version o f  Lor 
where everything is in ? 
perfect condition,” he sau

Some o f the Okada r  
are also o f the view tha: 
demand by the FRSC i • • 
that both the Okada riders 
their passengers shouL 
the crash helmet is not 
ble. They based the r 
ments on the issue of re . 
and the fact that some N 
ans are arrogant, and w \  
wear the helmet if they ar. _ 
same by the m otorevi 
Apart from the issue ' 
gance, the Okada ride-- 
expressed the fear tha: 
o f  one helmet by nurre 
passengers could spre 
municable diseases amor , 
ers.

Kabiru Mohammec 
view that the use of the . 
helmet by passengers - 
suffer a major setback bee 
o f differences in religior 
cultural beliefs o f the N i j c 
peoples, saying that “as a V 
lim, you don’t expect me : 
struct a M uslim woman •* 
ing hijab to remove it and • 
the crash helmet, or as* 
erend sister to remov e h 
tie and replace it with th e - 
won’t work.”

In the same vein, Ac.

i ecu 
ery- 
:ate 
tHija 
don, 
».Hy

J era 
:M
ais, 
and 
- ear

the
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Mr. Dan, wears his red crash helmet as he goes about his Okada business

lusa and Bitrus Maigari o f 
i Village and Karimo in the 

FCT, are of the opinion that the 
pse of the crash helmet by pas­
sengers w earing traditional 

esses, amounts to a neglect 
|)f cultural values. According to 

la ig ari, “ H ausa, Igbo or 
r'oruba men with their native 
^aps cannot accept crash hel- 

et from Okada riders for their

safety.” His colleague, Musa, 
observed that Nigerian women, 
especially the ladies would not 
patronise any crash helm et 
from motorcyclists. “Women, 
especially the ladies, are so full 
o f  them selves, that as an 
Okada rider, you cannot say 
‘Madam, please wear this hel­
met for your safety.’ They will 
just look at you, and if  you are

not lucky they will abuse you. 
In fact, one lady told me she 
cannot wear that thing,” he 
said.

For Hassan Yinusa o f Wuse 
Zone 2, Abuja, one of the rea­
sons that would make the use 
of the crash helmet by passen­
gers practically impossible, is 
the fear o f contacting diseases 
as, according to him, “some 
people have different diseases 
on their heads like dandruff and 
so on,” and that there is the like­
lihood that these diseases can 
spread easily among passen­
gers.

One of the passengers, who 
identified h im self as Nuhu 
Hamza, said that the fears be­
ing expressed by Nigerians on 
the possibility o f  contacting 
diseases, through sharing o f 
the crash helmet are genuine, 
but that the only way out of the 
problem  is to sensitize the 
Okada riders on the need to 
ensure that they wash the kit 
on a regular basis.

Faulting this position how­
ever, Mrs. Margaret Shinkut 
and Dr. Ezekiel Yohanna, said 
that regular washing o f the kit 
is not a guarantee to check the

spread o f communicable dis­
eases among passengers that 
use motorcycles as a means of 
transportation. “Speaking as a 
medical expert, I don’t sub­
scribe to the view that if  an 
Okada rider washes his helmet 
regularly, those who use his 
helmet are not likely to contact 
diseases. Let’s say an Okada 
man washes the helmet when 
he comes back from work eve­
ryday in the evening, and from 
morning to that time he took a 
passenger with dandruff, for in­
stance, there is no certainty 
that that disease cannot be 
spread among passengers that 
use the helmet that very day 
before  he w ashes i t ,” Dr. 
Yohanna said.

A nother passenger who

identified herself as Mrs. V.: 
Iliya  said  the au thorities 
charged with the responsib 1 
of enforcing the use o f hel- 
should ensure that the> c 
their job, regardless of the ob­
servations raised by some pe 
pie as, according to her, “sa •e 
of life on the road comes firs: 
Mrs. Iliya, a resident o f Utak 
said all the talk about disease' 
religion and culture is a “gm  
mick and should be ignored 

Whether or not it is a g ir  
mick, it appears that the use 
the crash helmet has come to 
stay, and motorcyclists, espe 
cially the popular Okada nde^  
are adjusting to it, perhaps 
spired by the fear o f beiny ar­
rested by the officials of F e : 
eral Road Safety Commiss

shop near the FRSC office in Wuse Zone II, Abuja.

Kabiru M ohammed is o f  the view that the use oj 
the crash helm et by passengers would suffer a ma­
jo r  setback because o f  differences in religion, a r j  
cultural beliefs o f  the Nigerian peoples, saying tha- 
“as a M uslim, you  don  ’t expect m e to instruct u 
Muslim woman wearing hijab to remove it and w e a r  

the crash helmet, or ask a reverend sister to remo  < 

her head tie and replace it with the kit. I t won  

work. ” In the same vein, Adamu M usa and Bitru - 
M aigari o f  Garki Village and Karimo in the FC T 
are o f  the opinion that the use o f  the crash helm t  • 

by passengers wearing traditional dresses, am ou n t 
to a n eg lec t o f  cu ltu ra l values. A cco rd in g  :o 
Maigari, “Hausa, Igbo or Yoruba men with th e ir  

native caps cannot accept crash helmet from  O kada  

riders fo r  their safety. ”  H is colleague, M usa .  ob­

served that Nigerian women, especially the ladic '  

would not patronise any crash helm et from  m o to r ­

cyclists. “Women, especially the ladies, are so f u l l  

o f  themselves, that as an Okada rider, you cann 
say ‘Madam, please wear this helmet fo r  your safety
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Offer-Circular Pursuant to the Debt Management Office (Establishment) Act 2003 and 
the Local Loans (Registered Stock and Securities) Act (Cap 214) LFN 1990

THE CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA
on the authority o f  the

DEBT MANAGEMENT OFFICE
on behalf o f  the ^

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA
Offers for Subscription by Auction and is authorized to receive applications for

N25, 000,000,000  

3rd FGN BO ND  2009 (3-Y E A R  TENO R)*

o

o

&o
o

£o
£o
&os

o

&
o

os
o

o
E

Q

o

m
os
o

&

Application List opens 23rd January 2006 
Application List closes 25th January 2006

1. Interested investors and authorized dealers (Banks, Discount Houses and
Stockbrokers) are invited to collect application forms from any office of the 
Central Bank ofNigeria (“ CBN”) nationwide.

2  Interested members of the public are to submit their bids through any authorized
dealer nationwide to reach the CBN, Lagos not later than the closing date as 
specified. Application forms are also available on www.cwibank.wg and 
www.dmo. gov.ng for download and completion.

3. Authorized dealers are allowed to submit multiple bids and quote multiple rates. 
A bid may be for own account or made on behalf of interested members of the 
public.

4. Completed application forms should be submitted by the Authorized Dealers to 
Issues Office, 5 th Floor, Old Building, Central Bank ofNigeria,TLnubu 
Square, Lagos.

5. This is the 1st in the series of the programmed issues for the 1st Half o f2006 as 
set out below**:

Month Tranches Opening Closing

Januaiy
2006

N 25,000,000,000 3rd FGN Bond 
2009 Series 1 (3-Year Tenor)

23rd January
2006

25th January
2006

February
2006

N10,000,000,000 3rd FG N  Bond 
Series 2 (3-Year Tenor)

N20,000,000,000 3rd FGN B ond 2011 
Senes 3 (5-Year Tenor)

20th February 
2006

22nd February 
2006

M arch 2006 N10,000,000,000 3rd FGN Bond 2009 
Series 4  (3-Year Tenor)

N20,000,000,000 3rd FGN B ond 2011 
Series 5 (5-Year Tenor)

27th M arch 
2006

29lh March 
2006

April 2006 N I 0,000,000,000 3rd FGN Bond 2009 
Senes 6 (3-Year Tenor)

N20,000,000,000 3rd FGN Bond 2011 
Senes 7 (5-YearTencr)

24th April 
2006

26th April 
2006

M ay 2006 N20,000,000,000 3rd FGN Bond 2011 
Senes 8 (5-year tenor)

22nd M ay 
2006

24th May 
2006

June 2006 N20,000,000,000 3rd FGN Bond 2013 
Series 9 (7-year tenor)

26th June 
2006

28th June 
2006

6. Payment In dill for the amount of the accepted bids must be made to the 
Central Bank ofNigeria not later than 1.30 p jn . on the allotment day (Le. 2 
days after closure of Application List). This will normally be effected by direct 
debit to the account of the Authorized Dealers who should ensure that their 
accounts withthe CBN areadequately funded for this purpose.

*The DMO reserves the right to vary the amount allotted in response to market dictates.
** ThelssuanceCalendar may berevised in response to market realities.

Note: The issuance will continue during the second half of the year, the issuance
programme for the sec ond half of the year will be published in due c ourse.

SUMMARY OFTHE OFFER '

ISSUER:

THE ISSUE: 

UNITS OFSALE:

PURPOSE:

Federal Government ofNigeria ("FGN”)

N25 billion 3rd FGN BOND 2009 Series I

NI, 000 per unit subject to a minimum subscription of N10, 
000 and in multiples ofN l, 000thereafter.

To restructure part of the outstanding 91-day NTBs into 
longer-tenored bonds, provide benchmark instrument for the 
pricing of other securities in the capital market, facilitate the 
development of the bond market in general as well as fund the 
budget deficit

TENOR:
INTEREST RATE:

INTEREST PAYMENT: 
MATURITIES:

3 years
To be determined by auction The Marginal Rate that 
clears the volume on auction or the highest accepted rate 
becomes the coupon for the issue.

Payable semi-annually.
The series will mature as shownbelow:

N25 billion 3rd FGN Bond 2009Series 1 
NIObillion 3 rd FGN Bond 2009Series 2 
N20billion 3 rdFGNBcnd 2011 Series 3 
NIObillion 3 rdFGN Bond 2009Series 4 

N20billkm 3rd FGN Bond 2011 Series 5 
N10billion3 rdFGN Bond 2009 Series 6 

N20billion3 rdFGN Bond 2011 Series7 
N20billion3rdFGNBond2011 Series8 

N20billion 3 rdFGNBcnd 2013 Series 9

27th January, 2009 
24th February, 2009 
24thFebruary, 2011 
31 st March, 2009 
31 st March, 2011 
28th April, 2009 
28th April, 2011 
26th May, 2011 
30thJune, 2013

REDEMPTION: Bullet repayment on the maturity date.

STATUS:
1.

3.
4.
5.
6.

Qualifies as securities in which trustees can invest under the Trustee Investment 
Act
Qualifies as Government securities within the meaning of Company Income Tax
Act C'CITA”) and Personal Income Tax Act (“PITA”) for Tax Exemption for
Pension Funds amongst other investors
To be quoted on TheNigerian Stock Be change
Not subjectto a single obligor limits for banks
Zero weighting for capital adequacy purposes for banks
Qualifies as liquid asset for liquidity ratio calculation for banks

SECURITY:

PAYMENT TERMS:

UNDERWRITING:

PARTI ESTOTHE OFFER 

ISSUER:
ISSUER’S AGENT: 
AGENT BANK: 
STOCKBROKER: 
REGISTRAR:

Issue of Bonds is based on the full faith and credit of the 
Federal Government ofNigeria and is charged upon the 
general assets ofNigeria.

Payable in full on application

This offer will not be underwritten at the instance of the
FGN

Federal Government ofNigeria
Debt Management Office
Central Bank ofNigeria
Trade Link Finance and Securities Ltd.
Central Bank ofNigeria

DMO# DMO# DMO# DMO# DMO# DMO# DMO# DMO# DMO# DMO# DMO# DMO#

http://www.cwibank.wg
http://www.dmo
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C H A M
1 PHARMACEUTICALS

A Christian Health Association of Nigeria Company

CHAN Pharmaceuticals, a Christian Health Association of Nigeria (CHAN) company is today the oldest and largest drug distribution NGO in Nigeria. CHAN 
Pharmaceuticals has expanded to acquire a large asset base with Headquarters at Jos and six zonal drug depots within Nigeria. With a vision to be the preferred 
partner in healthcare, the company is seeking to recruit dynamic and performance driven individuals to fill the following vacancies.

1 HEAD PROGRAM & ADVOCACY

Reporting  to the M anaging D irector/C hiefE xecutive .
The ideal person shall be responsible for developing our consultancy business, w riting  and packaging 
proposals to donor and other international agencies covering all areas o f  service especially  in d istribution, 
logistics and pharm aceutical capacity  building.
H e/She shall also be responsib le for coordinating our public re lation, com m unication  and perception 
m anagem ent activity  6>y in terfacing  w ith  re levan t stakehol ders and the public.

Skills, Q ualification and Experience Required.

I) A good D egree in  Pharm aceutical Sciences and M asters in  B usiness A dm inistra tion  or Public H ealth  
E conom ics 'M anag  cm ent.
ii) H igh in ter-personal, com m unication and re la tionship  skills.
iii) A bility  to use m odem  com puter tools is very  im portant.
iv) U p to five years experience in  a Pharm aceutical consulting, A dvocacy or Public H ealth environm ent 
will be an advantage.

2. HEAD OF OPERATIONS
R eporting to the M anaging D irector/C hiefE xecutive .
The person shall be invo lved  in m anaging the  procurem ent o f  all pharm aceutical products, m edical 
consum ables and o ther com pany needs. He shall also m anage the activity o f th e  com pany’s quality  control 
laboratory  and coordinates all interfaces w ith  our suppliers and regulatory  agencies.

Skills, Q ualification and Experience Required
i) B .S c in P h arm acy  an d aM a ste rsD e g re e o ran M B A
ii) I l ie  ideal person m ust have overw helm ing know ledge o f  the Pharm aceutical industry  in and outside 
N igeria.
iii) H igh  inter-personal and re lationship skills.
Iv) C andidate m ust have five to e igh tyears  experience in  pharm aceutical m anagem ent.
v) U p to three  years experience in p rocurem ent in  a pharm aceutical environm ent will be an added 
advantage.

J.INFORM ATION SYSTEM MANAGER

R eporting to the M anaging D irector/C hiefE xecutive .
H ie  ideal candidate shall be responsib le  for optim izing and m anaging the  com pany's inform ation  
resources. H e shall m anage the installation, m aintenance and continuous service o f the com pany's 
inform ation  technology resource s.

Skills, Q ualification and Experience Required.
i) A good degree in  C om puter Science, S ta tis tics , B usiness A dm inistration  o r any related discipline.
ii) M usthave  m ore than  average know ledge o fN etw orking  M anagem ent a ndO perating  System .
iii) Invo lvem ent and  experience in  successful im plem entation  o f  any o f  the following in tegrated  E R P  
tools ( Sage Pastel, ACCPAC , N avi si on etc ).
iv) Should  have at least four years experience in  com puter operations, m anagem ent and  security.
v) S e lf starte rw ith  ability to w ork  w ith a w ide range o f  people.
vi) M ust be so lution conscious and perform ance driven individual.
vii) S /he m ust be innovative and m ust be able to le a rn n ew  tools and transfer know ledge to team  mates.

-I.PROCUREMENT AND REGULATORY AFFAIRS MANAGER
R eporting to the H ead  o f  Operations.
The ideal candidate shall be responsible for liaising w ith  regulatory  authorities in  all areas o f  product 
registration, im portation  and clearing o f  goods and shall ensure com pliance w ith  standards and 
procedures. S/he shall also be responsible for coordinating procurem ent activities in  a defined business 
sector.

Skills, Q ualification and Experience Required.
I) M u sth o ld am in im u m o fB .S cP h arm acy .
ii) M usthave  a sound know ledge o fregu la to ry  procedures.
iii)Should  have not less than three years post-qualification  experience in  pharm aceutical m anagem ent 
espec ia lly in reg u la to ry  affairs.
iv) Two years experience inpharm accu tica l m anufacturing  is necessary.
v) M ust have good  know ledge o f M icrosoft Office

5. FIELD SALES MANAGER (EAST)
Reporting  to the He ad, Sales &  M arketing.
The ideal person  shall control, coordinate and stim ulate the field  sales operations in  accordance w ith sales 
policies and  p rogram m es and shall grow  the com pany's business by  g iving com m itm ent to m onthly, 
quarterly  and annual sales targets in  h is/her defined area.

Skills, Q ualification and Experience Required

i) A  good degree in  Pharm acy w ith  three  years experience. F irst D egree in  B iological Sciences w ith  Five 
years experience in  Sales and M arketing o f  Pharm aceuticals could  be considered.
ii) E xcellen t com m unication and  inter-personal skills required.
iii) Posses si on o f an M BA  (preferab ly  in  M arketing) will be an added advantage.
iv) M usthave  good know ledge o f  M icrosoft Office.

6  QUALITY CONTROL MANAGER
R eporting to the H ead o f  O peration.
The ideal person  shall be invo lved  in  m anag ing  the  com pany’s quality7 control laborato ry  a nd  also 
ensure that all products supplied to the com pany m ee t all quality  standards.

Skill, Q ualification and Experience Required.

i) A good first degree in  Pharm acy / C hem istry and an M .Sc in Pharm aceutical C hem istry / Chem istry.
ii) A t least three years quality  control experience o r laboratory  m anagem ent in  a pharm aceutical 
environm ent.
iii) Should have sound know ledge o f  re levan t regulatory  requirem ents and current standards o f  Good 
M anufacturing  Practice (cG M P)
iv) H igh energy drive and ability to w ork  extra hours.
v) Good in terpersonal relationship  and com puter skills.
vi) M em bership o f re levan t professional bodies.

7  PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT MANA&ER

R eporting  to the H ead, Sales & M arketing.
The ideal person  shall develop and im plem ent annual and strategic business p lans in  a specified area 
o f  our pharm aceutical business to achieve agreed objective. He shall also be responsib le fo r driving 
our new  product developm ent activities.

Skills, Qualification and ExpeH erce Required.

i) A good degree in  Pharm acy
ii) Possession  o f  an M BA  (Preferably in  i\Marketing) w ill be an added advantage.
iii) M inim um  o f  3 years experience in  pharm aceutical sa les/m arke ting .
iv) Should  have excellen t p lann ing , co-ordinating anc. decision  m aking skills.
v) G ood analytical ability.
vi) G ood  com m unication  and presentation  skills.
vii) P rofic ient in the use o f  M icrosoft office

8. PROCUREMENT OFFICER
R eporting to die H ead  o f O perations
The person  in th is position  shall be  responsible for coordinating all p rocurem ent activities and m aking 
ex cell ent relationship  w ith  external parties to ensuretim ely  supply o f  re levant p ro  ducts and  services to the 
company.

Skills, Q ualification And Experience Required.

i) A good first D egree in P h arm acy , B usiness A dm inistra tion , Econom ics, 
purchasing and supply  or any o ther Social Science.
ii) E xcellen t negotiation  skill
iii) E xcellen t analytical and forecasting skills
iv) P rofic ien t in  M icrosoft office, especially  in  excel.
v) A t 1 e as t tw o y  e ars exp eri enc e in  sim il ar pro c e dure

9. MEDICAL SALES REPRESENTATIVES
R eporting to the relevant Field Sales M anager.
The ideal person  shall be responsible fo r prom oting selling and redistributing the com pany's 
pharm aceutical products and consum ables to our m em ber hospitals including o ther selected outlets and 
institutions.

Skills, Q ualification And Experience Required.
1) M ust hold a m inim um  o f  B . Pharm .
2 ) H onesty  and m aturity  in  character very  essential
3) E xcellen t inter-personal &  com m unication  skills.

10. PROJECT OFFICERS
R eporting to the H ead , C ustom er Service.
The ideal candidate shall m anage the im plem entation  o f  various th ird  party  contracts under h is  or her 
control. She/he shall also be responsib le  for supervising logistics and  d istribution activity  in  the relevant 
pro ject and shall w here necessary  interface w ith third party  clients.

Skills, Q ualification And Experience Required
i) A g o o d D eg ree  o rits  equivalent in Pharm aceutical Sciences.
ii)S houldhave  sound know ledge o flog i sties/d istribu tion  processes especially  in  Pharm aceuticals.
iii) M ust have good know ledge ofM icroso  ft office.
Iv) Should  have not less than  three years p ost qualification  experience in  a re la ted  field from  a functional 
logi sties and d istribution environm ent.
v ) E xcellen t com m unication and  inter-personal skill.
v i) M ust be flex ib le ,ready  to w ork  w ith others and underpressure .

11. DRIVER TO THEMANAGING DIRECTOR
The ideal person, who w ill be assigned to m anage the  M anaging D irectors ' official car, should be well 
exposed to the country 's ro a d te rra in  w ith  the  ability to m ove at little or no  notice.

Skills, Q ualification and Experience Required.
i) M inim um  o f  school certificate.
ii) M u sth av e  h igh in tegrity  and passion  for work.
iii) M usthave  inter-personal/com m unication  skills.
iv ) N o tm o re  than 3 5 years.
v) M ust have d riven  a top executive o f  a h igh ly  ra ted  organization for a t least five years.

Jill applications should be submitted not later than two weeks after this publication and directed ta

or
The HR/Admi*. Maaojer. The Customer Service Officer.

CHAN Pharmaceuticals Ltd/Ste. CHAN Pharmaceuticals

Little Rayfield Road,P. OB ox 6944, Jos Plateau State. Ibadan Depot. 241 Obafemi Awolowo way,

Molete Ibadan
Chanph arm.careers@gtnail.com

CHAN
PHARMACEUTICALS
A Christian Health Association o f Nigeria Company

...Your Preferred Partner In Healthcare

mailto:arm.careers@gtnail.com
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A n international non­
g overnm en ta l or 
ganisation, Oppor­

tun ities, Industria lisa tion  
Centres (OICI), has raised 
alarm on the rising rate o f un­
employment among youth, 
even as it has vowed to ad­
dress the situation. The coun­
try  d irec to r o f  O IC I, 
Jacqueline Hardware Glin, dis­
closed this when members of 
the centre paid a courtesy 
visit to the Kano State Com- 

,missioner o f Information, Dr. 
Tijjani Muhammad Naniya.

Jacqueline Glin observed 
that unemployment is one of 
the principal factors that un­
dermine the socio-economic 
growth o f any nation, point­
ing out that OICI is out to 
checkmate that ugly trend.

According to her, govern­
ment and other stakeholders 
should join forces with the 
centre to create employment 
opportunities for youth and

182 embrace 
Islam in

K a n o  T r u s t
NGO vows to battle unemployment

Takai
N o few er than 182 

peo p le  have em 
b raced  Islam  in 

; Takai local government, the 
j council chairm an , A lhaji 
j Inuwa Dambazau, has said.

Briefing newsmen on the 
activities of the council, Alhaji 
Dambazau noted that the af­
fected people embraced Islam 
following a repeated and ex­
tensive preaching by the lo­
cal governm ent and Kano 
State Islam ic Propagation 
Committee.

He added that this was a 
clear signal that the inaugu­
ration o f the committees has 

.started yielding fruitful result.
According to him, the im­

age o f  Islam and M uslims 
| would no doubt be revamped 

following the development, 
j vowing to unveil additional 
j strategies that would woo 

other non-Muslims into ac­
cepting the religion.

He gave assurance that 
the council would do every- 
fhing poss'hk  to assist the 
»ow converts so that they 

; would feel a sense o f belong- 

l ing-
While charging them to be 

j dedicated and hardworking in 
seeking the knowledge o f Is­
lam so as to worship the al­
mighty God based on the laid 
dow n c rite r ia , A lhaji 
Dambazau charged the entire 

^Muslims to embrace the new 
converts with open minds in­
stead o f discriminating them.

women, to reduce crimes and 
poverty in the society.

The OICI boss told the 
commissioner that the goal of 
the centre is to provide skill 
acquisition and vocational 
training for the unemployed 
so that they would be self-re- 
liance.

She said the beneficiaries

o f the programme are being 
trained on various trades like 
carpentry, soap making, agri­
cultural development,' hair 
care, tailoring and weaving 
among others.

Responding, the commis­
sioner assured OICI that gov­
ernment would provide con­
ducive atm osphere for the

hitch-free and successful im­
plementation o f its initiatives.

Dr. Naniya said the cru­
sade for total elimination of 
unemployment is one o f the 
top priorities o f the present 
administration.

He said Governor Ibrahim 
Shekarau , had last year 
launched poverty eradication

strategy tagged “Youth Em­
powerment Programme” un­
der the office o f his special 
adviser on youth develop­
ment.

Under the programme ac­
cording to the commissioner 
no fewer than 2 0 0 0  unem ­
ployed youth have so far re­
ceived extensive vocational

training.
Dr. N aniya ai 

each beneficiar> 
w ork ing  fac ilit 
N20,000.00 cash o 
various businesse-

He however, so 
support o f private t 
ing government alo 
shoulder such resp'

A cross section o f2005 Kano pilgrims during a seminar held at School fo r Arabic Studies (SAS) Kano...recently.

C’ttee orders NYSC to move to permanent site
T he Kano State zonal 

office o f the National 
Youth Service Corps 

(NYSC) has been directed to 
relocate to its permanent ori­
entation camp at Koraye lo­
cal government area o f the 
state, the chairman o f the sub­
committee on the relocation 
o f NYSC Orientation Camp, 

\ Alhaji Yahaya A labura, gave 
| the harder.

A lhaji A labura , who 
i spoke while on a courtesy 
| visit to the state's NYSC gov- 
; eming board chairman. Dr.
! Tijjani Muhammad Naniya, 
j observed that continued stay 
I of NYSC Orientation Camp at 
I the p rem ise  o f  U ngogo 
I Technical College is affecting 
i the students.

He said since adequate 
: facilities are provided at the 
| permanent camp, NYSC has

By M ustapha Isah Kwaru,
Correspondent, (Kano)

no reason o f  not relocating.
The relocation sub-com­

mittee chairman pointed out 
that massive examination fail­
ure o f  students o f the college 
was as a result o f inadequate 
classrooms.

This, according to Alhaji 
Alabura, could not be uncon­
nected with the fact that some 
classrooms were converted 
for use by corps members.

He, however, argued that 
the one m onth ultim atum  
given the school to conclude 
its session before the com­
mencement o f  the next orien­
tation exercise is inadequate, 
saying all hands should be on 
deck to ensure that NYSC 
move to its permanent orien­
tation camp before the next 
exercise.^ •; : ! • '

.1 ,T v f . f  '

In his remarks, the NYSC 
Governing Board Chairman, 
who doubles as the Commis­
sioner o f  Inform ation, Dr. 
Tijjani Naniya, gave assur­

ance that government would 
do all it could for the speedy 
relocation of NYSC orienta­
tion camp to the permanent 
site.

The commission, 
expressed delight for 
noted that govemmei 
not support any a. 
would cripple its edu 
development initiati

KNSG to execute N40m project 
in each constituency

T he Kano State gov R, v..ch.>’.. o f th e o ilre ’

:
he Kano State gov 

snt is to execute 
40 million naira project 

in each constituency in the 
s ta te , C om m issioner o f  
Budget and Economic Plan­
ning, Alhaji Nour Sani Hanga, 
has said.

S peaking  at a budget 
briefing yesterday, Hanga ex­
plained that each constitu­
ency would choose the type 
o f project it want and state 
government would execute it 
accordingly.

Alhaji Sani Hanga said

I By Yusha’u Adamu Ibrahim,
Correspondent, Kano

I revenue i

also that the state Budget 
Monitoring Bureau will con­
stantly monitor all the execut­
ing projects to ensure that 
they w ere adequately  ex­
ecuted.

The com m issioner said 
further that the ministry will 
ensure adequate implementa­
tion of the 2006 budget for the 
betterment o f all.

He pointed out that due 
to the FG resolve to use most

on projects executm 
planned on how to 
the little revenue it gc 

The commissioi 
said that Kano be 
S h a ri’ah im plem e 
state will ensure a 
utilisation o f  the pub 
throughout the year 

He also disclos 
presently the state is 
ing dual budgeting 
but with time it will a 
single budgeting s\ 
it'was the case in othi
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E k o  T r u s t
Collapsed Buildings: Lagos Assembly seeks FG’s help

T he L ag o s S ta te  
House o f Assembly 
has ca lled  on the 

federal and Lagos State gov­
ernment to save Lagosia’ 
from property owners wb 
in a bid to maximise p i r '■■■ 
contravenes building cot-v- . 
The call came on the h- is 
o f  the collapsed buildi % at 
Amukoko area o f th -tate 
last Friday in which five lives 
were lost.
M oving the motion on the 
floor o f  the H ouse under 
matters o f  urgent public im­
portance, the legislator rep­
resenting Ajeromi Ifelodun 
constituency, who is also 
the chairman, House Com ­
m ittee on E ducation, Mr. 
Kolawole Taiwo, noted that 
the developm ent was sad 
because officials o f  the Min­
istry o f Urban and Physical 
Planning had foreseen it. 
According to him, the atten­
tion o f the federal govern­
m ent should be draw n to 
A jeg u n le  w h ere  sev e ra l 
tribes are represented, add­
ing that it is also a place with

Stories by Ohmiide
Bajuliiiye, Correspondent 

(Lagos) 
an avalanche o f  sub stand­
ard buildings.
Taiwo said, “People should 
com e to our aid, govern­
m en t’s assistance  is also 
needed, lives are unsafe and 
w ick ed  p ro p e rty  ow ners 
w ho stea l from  the poor 
should be brought to book.” 
In his remarks another leg­
islator, Mr. L ateef Shitta— 
Bey, noted that there was a 
great p ro lifera tion  o f  the 
building sector which had 
led to construction o f  gro­
tesque buildings that do not 
stand the test o f  time.
“W hat is happening is a 

recipe for disaster, every­
body has become a building 
contractor, this has a cha­
otic implication, the inepti­
tude o f  housing officials is 
also responsible for the pro­
liferation, and property own­
ers just don’t care. They are 
after w hat they can g e t,” 
Shitta -b ey  stressed 
He stated that close moni-

NUP insists on strike
I n spite o f the plea by the 

Inspector General o f  Po 
lic e , M r. S unday  

Ehindero, the rank and file 
o f  the Nigeria Police Force 
have insisted to embark on 
their planned strike action.

The N ational Union o f  
Policemen (NUP), the um ­
brella body o f the junior po­
lice officers, while making 
this known in a statement in 

i Lagos said an ultimatum for 
the com m encem ent o f  the 
industrial action would be 
issued in due course.

N U P said  tha t na tion  
w ide m o b ilisa tio n  is on 
course, adding that the high 
command o f the force would 

| be compelled to comply with 
its demand.

In a communique issued 
at the end o f its meeting held 

| w eekend in A saba, D elta 
l State, signed by it spokes- 
! man, Sergeant Nelson Boro, 

NU P d em an d ed  am ong 
o th e r  th in g s  th a t the 
monetisation policy enjoyed 
by civil servants should be 
extended to members o f the 
police.

Further, it asked that the 
much publicised minimum 
wage introduced by Presi­
dent Olusegun Obasanjo be 
implemented among the po­
licemen without delay.

“The rem aining police

officer cadre or to Inspec­
tors o f  police, that officers 
and  m en tra n s fe r re d  to 
Force C.I.D in May 2005 be 
paid there 28 days hotel al­
lowance in lieu o f  accommo­
dation w ithout ranks d is­
crimination immediately”.

Noting that the rank and 
file em barked on historic 
strike action in year 2 0 0 2  
due to the insensitivity o f  
police management author­
ity to their plights, NUP em ­
phasized that the police lead­
ership had since not formed 
a forum to gauge the pulse, 
fee lin g s, a sp ira tio n s  and 
frustrations o f  members of 
junior officers.

Stressing that the bridge 
o f  understanding betw een 
police officers and jun io r 
ra n k s  has c o n tin u e d  to 
widen, NUP vowed that no 
threat from any quarter can 
stop it from embarking on 
the planned strike.

W hile  th ro w in g  its 
weight in support o f  the IGP 
anti-corruption crusade to 
san itise  the p o lice , N UP 
noted that a successful war 
against corruption remains 
a mirage if  the welfare o f the 
men remains neglected.

“Egunje, an euphemism 
for bribery  has becom e a 
disease which must be eradi­
ca ted  to ta lly  i f  the figh t

toring o f  the building sector 
could be a solution to the 
problem, adding that plan­
ning regulations also ought 
to be reappraised.
He said, “We should en- 
force adherence to quality

con tro l, a rch itec tu ra l de­
signs must be followed, we 
are ta lk in g  abou t hum an 
lives here, therefore build­
ing contractors m ust have 
the right qualifications.”
A m ember o f  the Assembly,

Mr. A b d u la te e f  A bdulR - 
asaq, said contravention o f 
building plans was suicidal. 
He called on the state gov­
ernm ent to procure neces­
sary equipm ent to com bat 
disasters.

A c c o rd in g  to  h im , 
owner o f  the house shoe 
be arrested and prosecu:. 
in order to serve as a deti 
rent to others.
The H ouse also com nu 
ded Julius Berger for hei 
ing out with rescue e ffo r

Some former ‘Area boys’being trained at the Rehabilitation and Skill Acquisition Centre, Tekunle, Ita-Oko...recently
__________________ Pix O lad ipupo  O dunew u

Ministry prioritises completion of road projects
T he completion o f  all 

o n -g o in g  road  
projects covering a 

total length o f  about 80km; 
upgrading o f  15 major roads 
in the Lagos Island business 
d is tr ic t  in to  h igh  s tre e t 
standards, and the com ple­
tion o f newly awarded roads 
covering a total length o f  
30km  are am ong p rio rity  
projects for the Lagos State 
M inistry o f  Works and In­
frastructure this year.

The commissioner, Engr. 
Rauf Aregbesola, who dis­
closed this, also listed the 
rehabilitation o f  recurrent 
and routine maintenance o f 
existing roads, and the reha­
bilitation o f  15km road by 
Decem ber 2007 under the 
Public In frastructu re  Im ­
p ro v e m e n t P a r tn e rsh ip  
(PIIP) programme as some of 
the other major focus for the 
year.

He reiterated  the state 
governm ent’s commitment 
to  galvanise all efforts to­
wards ensuring the develop­
ment o f motorable roads, im-

a^uiuji vGIFapi
av tualiocU.

creasing the road capacity 
to ease traffic congestion.

According to the com ­
missioner, strategies for im­
plem enting the objectives 
will include direct labour and 
contract awards from budg­
etary provisions, loan facil­
ity provided by the World 
Bank for LAMATA, m an­
agement o f  high streets by 
private  agencies, m ain te­
nance o f  roads by zonal 
agency contractors, private 
sector participation under 
the BOOT arrangement and 
the P u b lic -P riva te  secto r 
collaboration under the PIIP.

He noted that the com ­
pletion o f on-going projects 
is inclusive o f  road projects 
tha t w ere aw arded  since  
1999 and have reached their 
various stages o f  com ple­
tion, while new roads and 
bridges to be constructed  
this year include the flyover 
bridge from Itire-Okota road, 
expansion o f  Ago O kota/ 
2nd Bridge, Amuwo Odofin; 
Ish e ri O sh u n /I je g u n / 
Jakande E state  R oad via 
^V nnd the- expan-
sion o f  Badagry Expressway

as well as the dedicated bus 
lane for the Bus Rapid Tran­
sit (BRT).

Engr. Aregbesola opined 
that the dirty habits o f  the 
people b locking the drain  
w ith refuse w hich hinders 
the free flow o f water have 
further aggravated the easy 
disintegration o f  roads, add­
ing that concrete efforts are 
required through the routine 
and recurrent rehabilitation 
programme in order to keep 
the  a lre a d y  ta rre d  ro ad  
motorable.

A ccording to the com ­
m issioner, the operational 
modalities o f  the Private In­
frastructu re  Im provem ent 
P a r tn e rsh ip  (P IIP ) p ro ­
gramme will be reviewed in 
o rd e r to  enhance  its  im ­
provement, while stressing 
that the various PSP road 
p ro g ram m e w ill be 
reinvigorated.

He noted that the Bill for 
a law to establish a labora­
tory for regular Test o f Build­
ing and Civil Engineering 
C onstruction M aterials in

State House o f  Assembly, 
h o p in g  th a t w hen  it b e ­
comes operational, it would 
reduce the ugly incidence of 
collapse buildings, and also 
streamline civil engineering 
activities in the State.

T he c o m m iss io n e r  
added  tha t in frastru c tu re  
will also be provided at some 
Lagos S tate  H ousing E s­
ta te s , in c lu d in g  Ik e ja , 
S h ash a , A lag b a  and  the 
Lekki M illennium  Housing 
Schemes in order to encour­
age a llo ttees to take pos­
session o f  their houses and 
to make the estate liveable.

Engr. A reg b eso la  e x ­
plained that despite the tight 
fiscal regime which the min­
istry  operates and the in ­
creasing responsibilities of 
g o v e rn m e n t w h ich  bo th  
com bined to make previous j 
years quite challenging, it is - 
gratifying and soul lifting to j 
kno w  th a t the  m o d est | 
achievem ents recorded in j 
the past year in the area o f 
improvement to our road in- j 
frastructure has im pacted ! 
positively on a greater per- j

nf thp riti7fir»rv =
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I n s i d e  P o l i t I c s
3 rd Term:
C hief Olusegun Mathew 

A rem u O kikiolakan 
O basanjo, a retired  

General o f the Nigerian Army 
and former Head o f  State, 
happened on the n a tio n ’s 
political scene in 1998 when 
he was drafted into politics, 
specifically to contest the 
presidential election, as he 
had been anointed by the 
pow ers-that-be to succeed 
the then H ead o f  S tate , 
General Abdulsalami Alhaji 
Abubakar. Cotning from a 
m ilita ry  background , 
Obasanjo did not make any 
p re ten sio n  to being  a 
politician. He was crude in 
the art o f  politics. But he 
m anaged to forge ahead, 
causing tensions along the 
way.

When General Abubakar 
and former Military President, 
General Ibrahim Babangida 
packaged him to emerge as 
President, it was, as learned, 
designed to achieve a dual 
purpose: to assuage the 
feeling o f loss and pain by the 
Southwest zone, which son, 
Chief M.K.O. Abiola had died 
in the custody o f the federal 
government in which he was 
held by the regime o f the late 
G eneral Sani Abacha, for 
daring to declare himself the 
duly-elected winner o f  the 
an n u lled  June 12, 1993 
p re s id en tia l e lec tio n  at 
Epetedo in Lagos; and, two, 
to prom ote or further the 
military hegemony in national 
governance, perhaps with the 
prospects o f a member of the 
military clique taking over 
from Obasanjo.

T alk ing  abou t the 
ten sio n s that O basanjo  
caused along the way on 
acco u n t o f  h is p o litic a l 
naivety, consider these two: 
his announcement o f  N 130 
m illion  donation  to the 
Peoples D em ocratic Party 
(PDP), which unsettled the 
p a r ty ’s lead ersh ip  guard  
some of whom were interested 
in the party ’s presidential 
ticket as well as the polity, 
which got a scaring prospect 
o f  money influence in the 
emergent politics, although 
the furore generated made it 
impossible for him to redeem 
the pledge; then, the decision 
to choose Alhaji Abubakar 
Atiku, the Turaki Adamawa, 
as his running mate for the 
1999 presidential election. 
Besides, these two instances, 
he has, since assum ing  
power, been causing tensions 
in every nook and cranny of 
the polity.

O b asan jo ’s cho ice  o f  
A tiku , w ho had  already  
emerged as Governor-elect of 
Adamawa State, rattled the 
clan o f power brokers in the 
North who had calculated 
that having facilitated the 
emergence o f Obasanjo, he 
would be there to do their 
bidding. But alas! This Baba 
lyabo, as Obasanjo is now 
^ondly called, is different from 
the Head o f State o f 1976-7l>. 
He has become his own man; 
he has defined  his own 
course o f  actions even f 
cq jisidered  not to bo

By Sufuyan Ojeifo,
(Special Correspondent)

politically correct; it was his 
w ill to have A tiku as his 
running mate, the man with 
whom he could work; the man 
in whom  he w as, but no 
longer well pleased. Things 
have now completely fallen 
apart.

By that singular decision 
o f picking Atiku, prominent 
northern politicians such as 
A lhaji B am anga Tukur, 
Mallam Adamu Ciroma, Alhaj i 
Abubakar Rimi and Professor 
Jubril Aminu, who had either 
positioned themselves or had 
been positioned by powerful 
and strategic interests, got a 
shocker of their lives as their 
political calculations were 
shattered . The tension  
created by this was doused 
by the E m irs w ho w ere 
reached to talk with their 
peop le  to accep t A tik u ’s 
cho ice. But O b asan jo ’s 
action was appreciated by 
watchers of the development 
within the context o f his own 
possible understanding o f  
extended loyalty, which he 
expected to be total, military­
like, which he believed he 
could get from Atiku.

He had. perhaps, moved 
to pick Atiku in honour o f the 
loyalty  o f  his friend and 
second in command when he 
was Head of State, the late 
G eneral Shehu M usa 
Y ar’Adua, an intense and 
passionate power player in 
national governance, as well 
as a strategist and tactician 
in party politics, who was his 
(Atiku’s) political godfather. 
As the scion o f the Yar’Adua 
political dynasty, Atiku, who 
m ob ilized  the Y ar’A dua 
m ach ine  in the fie ld  for 
O basan jo ’s v ictory at the 
polls, was considered capable 
o f  sustaining the loyalty of 
the Yar’Adua political family. 
And he did that creditably. 
Which was why Obasanjo in 
the fu st term < from 1999-2003) 
handed over to him control 
ofthe party machinery. It was 
a lso  lea rned  tha t, to the 
displeasure > f  some hawks in 
government he was given the 
leeway to make significant 
input into the composition of 
the  F edera l cab in e t and 
appointment into the Board 
o f  parastata! corporations, 
besides his constitu tional 
ro le  as C hairm an  o f  the 
N atio n a l C ouncil on 
Privatisation (NCP).

Perhaps, Atiku s political 
sin, hi the estimation o f the 
hawks in the Presidency and 
the party, would be that he 
dep loyed  the pow er and 
influence o f his office and the 
s tra teg ic  re sp o n sib ilitie s  
given to him by Obasanjo to 
his own political advantage. 
For instance, those who had 
their eyes on the presidency 
and even Atiku’s position as 
Vice President stopped at 
nothing, in " te ir haw kish 
manner, to put a wedge in the 
sm ooth flo >*• p o litica l 
npprochem  -r that existed 
between bin ana Obasanjo. 
»■{i§ Hjtior- -• hr.)■ ■ • 3.cd. \»\ the

garb o f his quiet mien, was 
said to have cast him in the 
m ould o f  a disloyal Vice 
President. Thus, provoked 
internal disquiet within the 
V .P.’s p o litic a l cam p, 
particularly the disorientation

Obasanjo. Today, perhaps to 
the joy o f  the hawks, the soul 
o f the party has been wrested 
from the Vice President. He 
is treading and engaging in a 
balancing act on a very tight 
rope th a t cou ld  snap at

President Olusegun Obasanjo
w ith in  the P eoples 
D em ocratic  M ovem ent 
(PDM), Yar’ A dua’s group 
inherited by Atiku, coalesced 
with external manouvres in a 
bid to undermine his position 
and political future beyond 
2003. Inside Politics learned 
that a deliberate plot to scuttle 
A tiku’s second term as Vice 
President was perfected by 
forces within and outside the 
Presidency and the party.

It was also learned that 
they had co n sp ired  to 
collapse his political future 
abruptly by sow'ing the seed 
o f  hatred in the heart o f the 
P residen t. The p lo t had 
worked out fine as a Governor 
o f  one o f  the N o rth east 
States had, as gathered then, 
been  p en c iled  dow n to 
replace Atiku as Obasanjo’s 
running mate for the 2003 
presidential elections. It took 
the deployment o f political 
brinkmanship to salvage the 
situation and put Atiku back 
on track. The post-2003 
presidential prim aries and 
election developments in the 
Presidency and the PDP have 
continued to be appreciated 
against the backdrop o f  the 
dirty politics and pernicious 
manouvres that characterized 
the nom ination  o f  the 
Obasanjo/Atiku presidential 
ticket.

The m anouvres had 
sh arp ly  p o la rized  the
Presidency into two camps- 
the Obasanjo and the Atiku 
famps.' Biit.-as expected. the>r - 
contestation for supremacy 

-w ithin the party has now  
p roduced  a w in n er in

further exertion o f pressure. 
Inside Politics gathered that 
Atiku’s camp is in a quandary 
over how to prosecute the 
2007 p re s id en tia l ba ttle , 
p a rtic u la rly  ag a in st the 
backdrop o f  a burgeoning 
m onster that wHll stop at 
nothing to savage the camp 
and its leader. The vehicle of 
the Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC). 
the sleaze watchdog, is in full 
throttle to expose dirty deals 
by public officials who want 
to aspire for the presidency 
(or even the governorship or 
other offices).

H aving  succeeded  in 
assisting  the President to 
“silence” his Vice Presidem, 
so it seems, the hawks in and 
out o f government are now 
set on a tw o-p ronged  
approach  to the 2007 
presidency: one, they are 
nudging the President and 
the p residen t is enjoying 
being  nudged  on to 
“destroy” every potential 
aspirant to the highest office 
in the land. Former Military 
Administrator o f  Lagos State, 
B rig ad ier G eneral Buba 
M arw a has now been 
effectively silenced. Incum­
bent G overnors who were 
reportedly interested in the 
p resid en cy  have jum ped  
down from the high horse, 
leaving the field open in the 
north to Atiku, whose hope 
lies in God and not in the 
in stru m en ta lity  o f  State 
power; forme* tfemi oO tate  
and All Nigeria Peoples Pirty 
(ANPP) president'al candi­
date irt 2003. G en e ra1

M uham m adi Buhari, who 
has become more oi a cult- 
hero to the .u.'sses :.-f the 
north; and fori) m intary 
President, General 'bn.him  
Babangida, who is believed 
to be strategizing to return to 
Aso Rock in 2007. 
Babangida, also known as 
IBB. is said to be plotting his 
rou te  back to A so Rock 
P res id en tia l V illa . As a 
passionate and influential 
player in the nation’s power 
game, there are feelers that he 
is quietly syndicating with the 
pow ers-tha t-be  to ensure 
sm ooth  and successfu l 
handover o f power in 2007.

Ir, the south, Abia State 
Governor, Dr, Orji Uzor Kalu 
is the only one that has dared 
O basan jo  by fo rcefu lly  
coming out to declare for the 
2007 presidency . O ther 
aspirants, if  there are, seem 
to be pandering to the whims 
and caprices o f  Obasanjo's 
presidency. Not even the 
growing agitations for the 
presidency to remain in the 
south in 2007 have opened a 
vista for many to launch out. 
Inside Politics gathered that 
the region is largely acting 
out O b asan jo ’s scrip t, 
lending itself for use by the 
Presidency in furtherance of 
dishonourable tactics to hold 
unto the presidency that was 
honourably negotiated away 
by northern political elite and 
power brokers and carefully 
guided to him (Obasanjo) in 
1909 The hawks which are 
said to be encouraged by 
Obasanjo’s dissimulation on 
the issue o f  the 2007 
presidency, would stop at 
nothing to savage anybody 
from the south who shows 
interest in the presidency 
w ith o u t O b a sa n jo ’s 
“clearance” . This is why 
K a lu ’s business in terests 
have become targets o f the 
Federal Government's attack. 
Feelers are that the young 
Abia State Governor with 
m assiv e  natio n a l and 
international connections is 
determined to give the 2007 
presidency his all.

The scenario that is likely 
to emerge either ways- North 
and South- depending on the 
workability or otherwise of 
the Presidency’s agenda will 
see paiticipants in the 2007 
presidential race restricted to 
a few courageous ind iv i­
duals, p a rticu la rly  those 
whose hands have not been 
caught in the cookie jar of 
crim e. The p ro cess  o f  
intimidation by the govern­
ment and its hawks would 
have been completed. The 
identities o f those who would 
remain i n the race, from Inside 
Politics calculations might 
not be more than three very 
seriou* contenders in the 
PDP perhaps Babangida and 
Atiku from the north that is 
if  a  dark horse from the north 
that is accep tab le  to the 
power brokers is not propped 
up as a co rnp tom ise 
candicL e. The AN £p could 
also  p roduce  a strong  
candid: te in Huh. i if  th '
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Governor, PeterO dili. 
counterpart in Enugu 
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likely political scenario 
accentuated the fear th.it the 
2007 presidency, the bit \ittk 
for the soul ofNigeria. oulc 
make or mar Nigeria. I fN i gen. 
is marred, as contended b> 
analysts, the blame she . Id be 
la id  at the door steps ot 
O basan jo  and his haw ks 
who, in the interest o f  selfish 
agenda, have taken  a 
trajectory o f conflict in the 
determination of what should 
have been  a sim ple 
reciprocity on the issue ot 
power rotation between the 
n orth  and the sout as 
agreed to in a gentlemanh 
fashion in 1998.

The fear indeed is the 
possib ility  o f  cataclysm ic 
reac tio n s to the p lanned  
actualization o f  the selfish 
po litical agenda, w hether 
patent or hidden, or W'ha * ever 
it is, that Obasanjo an.: the 
haw ks in and out o ‘ the 
presidency might want t 
dow n the th roats
Nigerians. After all, a r< 
has been served 
Obasanjo s men in the 
that they would pull c. 
the N igerian federati 
they  did not re ta in  
presidency in 2007. 11 
the crux o f  the matter ti 
ancillary to selfish po! 
agenda of Obasanjo an 
hawks. I f  for instance, 
boycott the elections a 
have threatened and the\ 
out, then it means the 
anarchy in the land. Will 
wise for the President to 
over under such 
circumstance? That i ' 
fear. Indications are tha i 
President would latch o 
th a t, u sing  the re le \ 
p rov isions o f  the con 
tution, to extend his sta 
office by six months in 
first instance, and, pert 
for anothei six months, i 
chaos does not abate, 
is a possibility. But for; 
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2007: Storm in Borno as Kachallah,

political storm  o f  
wide ranging impii- 

a tions seem s set 
to sw eep across B o rn o ’s 

i political landscape soon, as 
fo rm er G o v e rn o r M ala 
Kachallah o f  the Alliance for 
D em o cracy  (A D ) and  
House o f  R epresentatives 
m em ber, M oham m ed 
Umara Kumalia (All Nigeria 
People’s Party, M aiduguri 
M etropolitan) along w ith 
several other politicians con­
clude arrangements to move 
over to the larges? opposi­
tion party in the State, the 
People’s Democratic Party 
(PD P).

Competent sources told 
D aily T rust in M aiduguri 
yesterday, that Kachallah’s 
and K um alia’s decision to 
leave their respective parties 
for the PDP follows several 
high level meetings in Abuja 
and Maiduguri with key PDP 
figures, including the PDP 
N ational C hairm an C h ie f 
Ahmadu Ali where the m o­
dalities for receiving the se­
nior B o m o  politic ians were 
worked out.

O thers set to decam p to 
th e  P D P  a lo n g  w ith  
K a c h a l l a h  a n d  K u m a l i a ,  

s o u r c e s  a l s o  t o l d  Daily 
Trust, i n c l u d e  t w o  A l l i a n c e  

f o r  D e m o c r a c y  H o u s e  o f  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  m e m b e r s  

f r o m  t h e  S t a t e ,  n a m e l y  

I s i a k u  J o s h u a  S h a r a  a n d  

M o d u  A l h a j i  M u s a  a s  w e l l  

a s  n e a r l y  t e n  B o m o  H o u s e  

o f  A s s e m b l y  m e m b e r s  f r o m  

the A D  and ANPP. A m on g  
the state l a w  m a k e r s  set to  
decam p to  the P D P  is  the  
former M ajority L eader o f  
the  H o u se , A lh a ji 
Abdurrahm an A bdulkarim  
who resigned his position 
last O c to b e r in c irc u m ­
stances linked  to serious 

j disagreem ent w ith G over­
nor Ali M odu Sherrif.

Our correspondent also 
i co n firm ed  tha t a fo rm er 
senatorial candidate during 
the 2003 elections in Bomo 
North Senatorial Zone, Hajja 
Fati Ibrahim Bulama, widely 
known as Kakinna, who is 
allied to the Kumalia faction 
in the All Nigeria People’s 

| Party, will also decam p to 
the PDP.

A lthough a defin itive 
date for the formal decamp- 

j ment o f  Kachallah, Kumalia 
and others to the PDP is yet 

i to be fixed, the issue has al- 
| ready started generating a lot 
| o f  political interest in Bomo 
! State, with many people see- 
; ing  the  d ecam p m en t o f  
| these politicians as a serious

Kumalia, others join PDP
From  A bdullahi B eso . Vj F

[Keg*
From  A bdullahi Bego,

egional Editor North Easi

challenge to G overnor Ali 
Modu Sherrif’s ambition for 
a second term in office in 
2007 . It a lso  ra ise s  the 
stakes in Bomo politics and 
clearly marks the thicken­
ing o f  the plot for the state’s 
gubernatorial ticket.

B oth  K ach a llah  and 
Kumalia were former politi­
cal a ll ie s  o f  G o v ern o r 
Sherrif in the All People’s 
Party (APP) before it meta­
morphosed into the All Ni­
g e ria  P e o p le ’s P a rty  
(ANPP). During the 1999 
general e lec tions, for in ­
s tan ce , w hen  A li M odu 
Sherrif contested for Sena­
to r and won the ticket to 
represent Bomo Central Dis­
trict in the Senate, he played 
a great role in the campaign­
ing and political foot w ork  
that b rough t A lhaji M ala 
K achallah as Governor. But 
the relationship b etw een  the 
tw o  tu rn ed  so u r  b e fo r e  
K achallah  co u ld  fin ish  h is  
first term  in o ffice .

W h ile  preparations w ere  
b e in g  m ade for K achallah to  
se e k  for a  seco n d  term  in  
the 2 0 0 3  e lec tio n s, S h errif 
reported ly  u sed  h is  ex ten ­
s i v e  c o n ta c t s  w ith in  th e  
A N P P  to  en su re  that the  
p a rty  c a l le d  fo r  p r im ary  
e lec tion  for the gubernato­
rial seat in B o m o  State, at a 
tim e that other incum bent 
A N P P  g o v e rn o rs  w e r e  
g iv en  au to m a tic  tick e ts . 
This developm ent clearly  
rattled Governor Kachallah, 
who then made the landmark 
but costly political decision 
to decam p to the Alliance 
for D em ocracy (A D ). By 
the  tim e  th a t K ach a llah  
moved to the AD with sev­
era l o f  h is  su p p o rte rs , 
Sherrif had got the oppor­
tunity to contest for gover­
no r under the A N PP and 
eventually won the election.

The 2003 gubernatorial 
election in Bomo State was 
itself a f i t te r  and keen con­
test betw een Sherrif, who 
re p re se n ts  th e  A N PP, 
Kachallah who represented 
the AD and Kashim Ibrahim 
Imam, who was flag bearer 
o f  the  PDP. Im am , w ho 
po lled  second to Sherrif, 
later challenged the election 
in the courts; a legal tango 
which lasted nearly one year 
b e fo re  S h e r r if  w as c o n ­

firm ed  G o v e rn o r by the  
elections appeal tribunal in 
Jos.

On his part, K um alia, 
who represents M aiduguri 
M etropolitan Constituency 
in the House o f  Represen-

2003 elections. H owever, 
political disagreements sepa­
rated them, adding to the tin- 
derbox that was to explode 
within the ANPP.

All these politicians now 
join Kashim Imam, who had

Governor Ali Modu Sheriff

tatives and w as m em ber o f  
the A N P P  N ational Board o f  
T ru stees , w a s  m o v in g  on  
w e ll w ith  the B o m o  State  
G overnor under the umbrella 
o f  the ANPP until recently. 
Although details o f  the fac­
tors that led to the frosty 
re la tio n sh ip  b e tw een  
Kumalia and Sherrif are still 
hazy, the two were literally 
at daggers drawn; splitting 
the ANPP into camps with 
virtually two separate party 
structures and following.

On several occasions, 
su p p o rte rs  o f  the  B orno 
S ta te  G o v e rn o r and  
Mohammed Umara Kumalia 
have clashed in Maiduguri, 
the state capital, the latest 
such clashes being in De­
cember, 2005.

Kumalia, was joined in 
his faction within the ANPP 
by Hajja Fati Ibrahim Bulama 
and former Maiduguri Met­
ropolitan (MMC) Chairman, 
A lhaji K aka Bolori. Both 
B ulam a and B olori w ere 
also S heriffs political allies, 
and had helped in the cam­
paigning that brought him to 
pow er as G overnor in the

ear lier  en g a g e d  G overn or  
Sherrif in a year-long  legal 
b attle  fo l lo w in g  the 2 0 0 3  
e lec tion s.

It is not clear how the 
new political union in the 
PDP might work out. There 
are extant issues that must 
be decided, and quickly, as 
to who would now be the 
P D P ’s flag  bea re r in the 
forthcoming 2007 elections 
and how  the new  decam - 
pees will fit in w ithin the 
la rg e r  s tru c tu re s  o f  the 
party in Bom o State.

Instructively, the PDP it­
s e l f  has n e v e r been  one 
un ited  house since 2003, 
when it fielded Imam as its 
f lag  b earer. T he p a r ty ’s 
problem s came to the sur­
face when four senior PDP 
politicians, nam ely M aina 
M a ’a ji L aw an , G am bo 
Lawan, Babagana Bafurra 
and Mohammed Wakil con­
tested the gubernatorial pri­
maries with Imam. A bitter 
row  follow ed the prim ary 
election, when three out o f  
th e  fo u r th a t co n te s te d  
a g a in s t Im am  d isag reed  
with the result which pro­

duced Imam as the winner. 
Their disagreement and pro­
test led the National Head­
quarters o f  the PDP to or­
gan ize  a second  p rim ary  
election under the supervi­
sion o f  the then N ational 
Vice Chairman (North West) 
o f  the party, Alhaji Iro Dan 
Musa.

The second  p rim aries 
a lso  p ro d u ced  K ash im  
Imam as winner, but Maina 
M a’a ji L aw an , G am bo 
L aw an and  M oham m ed 
Wakil surprisingly refused to 
p a rtic ip a te  in it, leav ing  
Babagana Bafurra and Imam 
to slug it out.

The antagonism that fol­
lowed the divisive primaries 
within the PDP might have 
been one o f  the reasons that 
cost the party the 2003 elec­
tions, as politicians opposed 
to one another trade allega­
tions o f  anti-party activities.

In add ition  to  costing  
the P D P  the gubernatorial 
sea t, th e sch ism  a lso  c o st  
the party in B o m o  State the 
m inisterial s lo t g iven  to it by  
President O basanjo w hen  he  
w as form ing h is cabinet for 
the secon d  term. T here w as  
bitter d isagreem ent am on g  

the politicians antagonistic to  
o n e  a n o th e r  a s  to  w h o  
should b e  presented to rep­
resent B o m o  in  the cabinet. 
W h en  n o  s in g le  p e rso n  
cou ld  be agreed upon, Presi­
dent O basanjo  reportedly  
sought the advice o f  former 
senior Bomo politician, Dr 
Shettima Ali Monguno, who 
suggested the name o f  fe­
m ale e d u ca tio n is t, H ajja  
B in tu  Ib rah im  M usa, to  
whom the President gave the 
post o f  M inister o f  State for 
Education.

Competent sources told 
Daily Trust that despite at­
tem pts at reco n c ilia tio n , 
th e se  p o lit ic ia n s  w ere  
clearly yet to reconcile fully. 
Many o f  them were not vis­
ible in party activities in the 
state leading to the election 
o f  a new  set o f  party  ex­
ec u tiv e s  led  by fo rm er 
House o f  Assem bly m em ­
ber, Alhaji Kolo Bukar. There 
have been insinuations that 
Im am  had ‘h ija c k e d ’ the 
p a rty  and  ‘in s ta lle d ’ h is 
‘cronies’ to its leadership 
but this allegation seems dif­
ficult to substantiate consid­
ering Im am ’s consistency 
and doggedness to remain

w ith  the  p a rty  at the 
grassroots in the post elec­
tion period and fund all its 
activities.

There is no doubt that 
the decampment to the P1)P 
o f  Kachallah, Kumalia and 
o th e r se n io r  p o litic ia n s  
along with their supporters 
in Bom o State would cre­
a te  a n o th e r p o w er bloc 
whose presence would a iso 
wield its own degree o f n- 
fluence within the party

Again, how the issues at 
stake are stream lined and 
agreed upon rem ain to “>e 
seen , b u t co m p e ten t 
sources told our correspon­
dent that in the discussi> • > 
leading up to Kachalla! 
and K um alia’s decision to 
jo in  the party, agreem crts 
have been reached that b< th 
old and new m em bers 
the party are ‘stakeholder 
and  ‘p a r tn e r s ’ w ho w ! 
‘w ork  to g e th e r ’ fo r the 
progress o f  Bomo State

D aily  Trust in v estig a­
tions show  that there are 
fears w ith in  political circles 
in Bom o State that Gover 
nor S h err if  m ig h t seek to 
e x p lo i t  th e  d iffe re n c es  
w ithin  the PD P not to allow 
the n ew  a llia n ce  to  worn. 
T h e  G o v e r n o r  h a d  b e e n  
su ccessfu l on  on e occasion  
in  the p ast, w h e n  h e  s u c ­
ceed ed  in w o o in g  on e tim e 
gubernatorial aspirant o f  the 
P D P  in the 1999 election*. 
A m b assad or B aba Ahmed 
Jidda to h is ow n  party, tf e 
ANPP.

G iven their knowledge 
o f  the B om o’s political his­
tory, however, it is unlikelv 
that m em bers o f  the ne* 
PDP a lliance w ould  g i\e  
such a window o f  opportu .. 
n ity  for the ir ranks to  be 
split.

A s G o v e rn o r S h e rr if  
continues to call the shots 
in his own ANPP, it also re­
mains to be seen what im­
pact the movements out of 
h is p a rty  w o u ld  have 
Sources told D aily  Trust 
that even as things stand, t 
is difficult to predict if  the 
A N PP w ould rem ain  one 
cohesive political unit as t 
faces the 2007 elections

On the whole, the m o v e­
m ent o f  form er G overnor  
Kachallah, Kumalia and oth­
ers to  the PD P in B o rn o  
State can be regarded as a 
w atershed  po litica l even :  
which, for better or w orse, 
w ould im pact seriously lr 
the politics o f  the next g en ­
eral elections in the state ir
2007.
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What begins as the sun rises?
Helps you make hay while the 
sun shines and ensures that your sun 
never sets?

C l u e

It's a partner you can
Trust

A L D IM N
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ASO R O C K : At the background is the Aso Rock, Abuja. By fa r the largest rock in the immediate vicinity o f  the FCT>the Aso Rock towers over the seat ofpower in 
Nigeria, the Aso Rock Presidential Villa, and also provides a dramatic background for the Three Arms Zone. Until it was displaced by development, Asokoro villu - 
existed at the foot o f  the rock, which served as refuge and a source o f  strength for the villages. Legend has it that a pond existed below the rock from which you were n 
allowed to draw water more than you can drink on the spot Waterfetchedfrom this pond could not be spilled, thrown or taken away. It is said that the rock houses pock • 
o f  caves which only the then inhabitants can trace or enter

Rent hike increases hardship for Abuja tenants
■ e<— 41   u— * ------ ....................................1— c  *■ J  1----------* /T — J1— — i n  1----------11—  -Kiecently, there was a  threat 

by  Landlords in the Fed 
ra l  C a p ita l  T e rr i to ry  

(FCT) to im plem ent their long­
tim e hatched p lan  to increase 
rents on their property. To the 
landlords, it does not m atter to 
them who bears the brunt o f  their 
action, what is o f  m ost im por­
tant to them  is to urgently break 
even on their investment in prop­
erty developm ent.

Daily Trust exclusively re­
p o rted  the in ten tion  o f  A buja  
Landlords to increase rents on 
their p roperty  and since then, 
there  have been  avalanche o f  
pleas by well-meaning Nigerians, 
including experts on p roperty  
management/agents on landlords 
to soft-pedal on their decision, 
in view  o f  the untold hardship it 
w ould bring on tenants i f  they 
increase rent on the already lim ­
ited houses in the capital city.

An A buja  based  p ro p erty  
m anager and estate agents, Mr. 
Obafem i Peter Ilori while com ­
m enting on the issue queried the 
intended m ove as, according to 
him, landlords have no reason to 
increase rent. He is not alone in 
this view as m any estate agents 
spoken to on the issue w ondered 
w hy landlords decided to bring 
another new  hardship on Abuja 
tenants.

W hat is com m on am ong the 
landlords is their quest to make 
quick turn-over on their invest­
m ent in property developm ent. 
They are believed to be taking 
advantage o f  the high demand for 
houses, following dem olition o f  
illegal structures by Mai. Nasir 
E l-R ufai’s adm inistration. It is 
not ju st enough to have an in­
crease dem and for a commodity, 
including houses, what m atters 
is w hat Mr. Ilori considered as 
an effective demand. A ccording
+r\ nmnprh/ r»Y nprt ftffp.p.tive

By S u n d ay  E jik e  B en jam in ,
4sst. Editor, Abuja Property

up w ith effective payment.
It is true that there are some 

dem ands that cannot be backed 
up w ith  p ay m en t due  to  one 
thing or the other. Property, un­
like o ther physical com m odity 
is w here one lays his or head 
through-out the period o f  time 
he/she decides to stay in that par­
ticular place. It therefore requires 
annual paym ent in advance or 
one m onth in arrears.

This therefore  m eans that 
ability o f  tenants to be consist­
ent in paym ent is very im por­
tant and should be put into con­
s id e ra tio n  b e fo re  le ttin g  ou t 
premises. It is in that view that 
an estate m anager and the M an­
aging Director o f  Obed Property, 
Mr. Obed Uche said, “we scru­
tinize tenants before letting out 
any p roperty  under our care” . 
Experience, he noted has shown 
that some tenants, because o f  the 
need and enthusiasm  to own an 
apartm ent in a place o f  choice, 
struggled for m oney to pay for 
one year in advance only to find 
it difficult to pay the next year 
when the rent is due.

There are several cases o f  
rent default in courts in A buja to 
compel defaulting tenants to pay 
up the arrears o f  their rents, re­
new rents o r vacate prem ises for 
owners who m ay w ant to let it 
ou t to w ould-be tenan ts he is 
sure o f  consistent payment.

W hat is how ever responsi­
ble for this developm ent m ay not 
be unconnected to the high rent 
landlords put on their property. 
It is obvious that dem ands are 
high for houses in Abuja now than 
ever because o f  the prevailing cir­
cum stances, dem olition o f  ille­
gal settlem ents. This does not

people looking for new  apart­
m ent at the m om ent are victims 
o f  El-Rufai demolition, and even 
i f  they are able to pay their rents 
now, there is every tendency that 
they will not be able to renew  
paym ent the next year. This is 
because now that they have their 
properties throw n out, they are 
zealous and w ould pay to get a 
ro o f over their head for the m o­
ment.

The rent increase i f  actual­
ized will no doubt increase the 
sufferings o f  m ost A buja resi­
dents, especially the urban poor. 
It w ill boil dow n to touch the 
prices o f  food stu ff  and o ther 
com m odities as prices o f  com ­
modities will invariably increase 
to enable traders m eet up with 
the current increased rent.

Experts in the property sec­
tor said landlords w ill only have 
justification to increase rents on 
their property i f  they carry out 
renovation works or added any 
value to their p roperties . Mr. 
Ilori told Abuja Property while 
discussing the issue that unless 
landlords carry out any o f  these 
two things, he o r she would have 
no reason to start talking o f  in­
creasing rent.

B eside the above reasons, 
the expert said, sitting tenants 
sometimes get exem ptions in the 
advent o f  increase because they 
are occupying the property be­
fore the repair works are being 
carried out. “In such cases, only 
new tenants bear the brunt o f  the 
increase by landlords, since they 
are m oving  in to  the p ro p erty  
n e w ” , d e c la re d  Mr. I lo ri, an 
Abuja based estate manager. He 
sa id  a s itu a tio n  w here  tho^e 
things are not carried out on a 
property, rent hike will be un­
justifiable.

Estate agents and m anagers 
are experts that can and should

d ev e lo p m en t (L an d lo rd s)  on 
how to go about rent increase 
since such m oves should be with 
the consent o f  tenants. A greeing 
to this challenge, Mr. Ilori said 
an estate  agen t w ho has both 
landlord and tenant as his clients 
can only play advisory role in 
the issue.

L ike he said, “one thing I 
keep telling landlords is that the 
buildings w hich they think they 
can make quick turn-over on their 
investm ents by increasing rents 
rem ain theirs as long as they ex­
isted on earth and w ould be in­
herited  by  th e ir ch ild ren  after 
their deaths. A s such, there is no 
need for any increase that w ill 
further increase the sufferings o f  
the people” .

In view o f  this development, 
tenants are being apprehensive 
o f  the next m ove by landlords 
since their plans to increase rents 
are being scuttled through pub­
lic opinion form ed by the gener­
ality o f  A buja residents. Abuja 
Property gathered that some ten­
ants have started initiating new 
ways o f  getting closer to their 
landlords in order to be  in their 
good books to avert quit notice, 
in the event that they (tenants) 
cannot afford to pay com plete 
amount, i f  their rent is increased. 
Already, some landlords have di­
rected their law yers and estate 
m anagers to start preparing let­
ters o f  increase or notice o f  pay­
m ents to be issued to tenants, 
notv that the year is ju st start­
ing.

M eanwhile, some landlords 
who are bent on the increase are 
not happy with the w ay the is­
sue 9f  the increase is going. They 
had thought it will be autom atic, 
in the sense that no body will 
ra ise  eyebrow  about it. I f  the 
p ra y e rs  o f  som e se c tio n s  o f  
A buja residents are answ ered,

to  averting  the  im pending 
crease by landlords. A buja larx 
lords, m any w ondered did no  
seem  to care for what an> pc 
centage o f  increase in rent wouk 
cause people residing in the I  ec 
eral capital city.

Property experts could no 
fathom the reason for the increa-x 
in  rents on properties when tK 
repair w ork is carried out, nc 
ther had they increased value i 
any kind to it. “It is not that th o  
are building new structures tha 
one will say that the prices ■ 
building m aterials are high . 
the quest for the increase in tK 
rent w ould have been justifies

W hat is how ever said t 
the  reaso n  fo r the  land lor. 
threat is not unconnected ' 
the dem olition o f  illegal - 
ments by the Federal Capit.i 
velopm ent Authourity ( F t I ) \  
in its bid to restore the ni i'  . 
p lan  o f  the capital city. A la  u 
a good number o f  these illeg. ■ 
tlem ent areas have been u 
out in the dem olition  exert - 
which authourities said wil K  . 
continuous exercise until tl 
sired goals are achieved.

Some landlords have 
quit notice to their tenants « . 
they felt will stand in their u  i\ 
to scuttle their plan to inc . 
the rent. An occupant o f  a ho - 
quarter, som ewhere in Wu 
Alh. Ibrahim B ashir told 
Property that his landlord e 
fu se d  to  c o lle c t  h is  ren t o 
N 200,000 w hich he pays , ;i . 
ally, and asked him  to v a c a \ 
property, sim ply because i 
the displaced persons froi 
Karimo is offering him N4< 
for. th e  sam e property

It is a high time the FC"! 
ister m akes a pronouncem  
this issue to allay the fear o f r o ­
dents as w ell as to sav e tci 
from untold hardship i f  the
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Obasanjo bans importation of steel water pipes
re sid en t O lusegun  in1 f . . r . , , — rr"7-!  to meet local demands, in- levels. tory and pipes in recognition stakeholders both in thiP re s id en t O lusegu  
Obasanjo has ordered 
a ban on all imported 

steel water pipes in the coun­
try. He stated this at the oc­
casion of the unveiling of SCC 
pipes factory certification in 
Abuja recently.

The President who had 
earlier commissioned the fac­
to ry  on 17 A pril 2003 
commended SCC Nigeria lim­
ited for getting the accredita­
tion o f American Petroleum 
Institution (API) and Interna­
tional Standard Organization 
(ISO).

In his opening address, 
the chairman, SCC (Nigeria) 
Limited, Chief Emmanuel C. 
Adiele said from inception, 
the SCC Steel Pipe Manufac­
turing Factory has produced 
all the steel pipes and allied 
requirements for the Gurara 
conveyance pipeline project 
and now been upgraded to 
produce steel pipes o f  vari­
ous diameters, to feed other 
■water , oil and gas projects 
across Nigeria. “On your gov­
ernm ent’s determination to 
support and sustain viable 
N igerian local industry in 
every way possible, we have 
continued to generate and

By M u sta fa  A b u b a k a r , Abuja \
human and material, specifi­
cally to upgrade and expand 
the capacity o f  the factory to 
global standards” .

Chief Adiele further said 
that they have the capacity

eluding those o f  the West 
African Markets. Importation, 
he said destroys local initia­
tive and solicited for a focused 
policy o f patronage o f prod­
ucts from SCC steel pipes fac-

He added that the compa­
ny’s commitment to the presi­
dent’s vision has started to 
bear fruit as the American Pe­
troleum Institutional and In­
ternational Standard Organi-

tory and pipes in recognition 
o f quality management sys­
tems and products ,w hich 
means “our pipes have offi­
cially been acknowledged to 
be manufactured to interna­
tional standard”, he affirmed.

He therefore urged all

lie and private sectors t< 
sider urgently, the nee 
accord preference to tl i 
o f  SCC products, in the 
o f  the numerous bern 
advantages that will be 
joyed.tory by governments at all zation have certified its fac

FCT Houses: FCTA releases 20,000 letters of offer to civil servants
G e

iving an update on the 
-sales o f  Federal Gov 
emment Houses, the 

Minister Federal Capital Ter­
ritory, Mallam Nasir Ahmad 
El-rufai has disclosed that a 
total o f20 ,000  letters o f offer 
have so far been issued to 
civil servants.

A statement by the spe­
cial assistant to the minister 
on information strategy, made 
available to Abuja property 
stated that the minister who 
spoke through his special as­
sistant, Econom ic M atters 
and the coordinator o f  the 
sa les exerc ise , Dr. A bdu 
Mukhtar expressed this while 
addressing jo u rn a lis ts  re­
cently in Abuja.

“The figure represents 
over 80% o f the offers avail­
able for the 32,000 housing

as a confirmation that the ex­
ercise in on course, 16,000 
civil servants have so far paid 
the 10 % mandatory initial 
payment for their houses and 
the m in is te r had gone 
through rigour o f  personally 
signing the 20 ,000  letters o f 
offer released so far”, he con­
firmed.

Dr. Mukhtar further dis­
closed that the FCTA had 
noticed that some public serv­
ant who had paid the initial 
10% deposit for the houses 
offered to them have started 
ejecting other tenants who 
share the facility and warned 
that his government will no 
longer tolerate such develop­
ment and that paym ent o f  
such amount doesn’t confer 
ownership on a prospective 
buyer and that “it is only the

eject tenants when it is fully 
satisfied that the full payment 
for a property had been made 
and ownership duly trans­
ferred as drastic action will be 
taken against those who still 
persist in ejecting tenants on 
account o f  the claim o f hav­
ing paid the 10% deposit” .

Speaking on the cha l­
lenges at the initial phase of 
the exercise which included, 
participating banks not fully 
ready at the beginning, he 
said this has been decisively 
tackled as the governm ent 
has been greatly encouraged

by the increasing enthusiasm 
o f banks to support the exer­
cise. “Eleven banks have fully 
come up and are set to loan 
over N7million to interested 
civil servants out o f the N 100 
billion ear marked for the sales 
as the first installment and 
single digit interest payable 
on the loans to be taken from 
the N 100 b illio n  fac ility  
through the Federal M ort­
gage Bank ofNigeria (FMBN) 
at 9.5% has been accepted by 
all the participating banks”, 
he stressed.

He therefore said tha: tl 
minister has assured tha j 
complaints will continu 
routinely looked into a 
stakeholders will be c a m  
along and appealed 
stakeholders to note tha: 
FCTA is simply workin_ a. 
cording to the guideline^ at 
timeliness approved b \  tl 
Federal Executive C < .-k 
(FEC). We hope to su b tn  • 
final report to the prc^ ,ie 
by June this year with a ' 
jected sales target over N 11 
billion feasible”, he added

deploy enormous resources, I units due to be sold, already FCTA which has the right to

Foreshore estate beckons for patronage
I  ^he Foreshore Lifestyle 
I Terrace E state, con 
1  structed by Forillon 

Transatlantic Limited is beck­
oning on all those who are on 
the lookout for peaceful en­
vironment in our increasingly 
chaotic cities.

A ccord ing  to close 
sources to promoters o f the 
estate project is far bigger 
from Forillon’s first project at 
Banana Island, Ikoyi, Lagos 
which was made up o f 14 

: units o f luxury townhouses 
each o f  which had 5 bed­
rooms, plus the guest chalets.

The project which had 
three blocks o f  four town 
houses and an addendum of 
pool, boys quarters, luxury 
landscaping. The town house 
went for N60million in 2005.

The new estate which has 
all the “condiments” o f  the 
first estate project to be em­
barked upon by Forillon and 
its prom oters also has 14 
blocks o f  buildings located 
close to the shore o f Lagos 
lagoon. Hence, it has access 
to the sea.

However, the foreshore 
lifestyle terraces is made up 
of 14 semi detached luxury ter­
races built to the house o f 
about N800million and will be 
let o ff to buyers at N75 or 
N80million per unit.

According to the repre­
sentative o f  Forillons, Mr. 
Yomi Ogunsola, the edifice 
was incepted, in terms of con­
stru c tio n  by the duo o f  
Telisol Nigeria Limited and 
B rick House construction 
Limited in January 2005 and 
will be finalized mid February.

Already, he said inquiries

Bright E w ulu ,
Deputy Business Editor, Lagos 
are hitting up for the house 
and five o f  the structures 
have been sold while inter­
ests have been received for 
nine o f the terraces although 
payments are yet to be made.

Other outfits in the estate 
deal include Guarranty Trust 
Bank PLC which serves as the 
financial adviser; agents are 
Diya, Fatimilehin and Co. and 
klif Consultants which over­
sees the project manager de­
partment.

The good th ing  about 
fo resho re  is th a t all the 
p ip p ings, w irin g s, even 
DSTV connections and air 
conditioner are executed be­
fore letting off the purchases.

A lso, other feature in­
clude recreational facilities/ 
club house as an addendum 
swimming pool, gymchild- 
ren’s play ground, babique 
section and jetty.

Available also are 500 
KVA standby generator, step- 
do\£n transformer with output 
control gauges, panel room, 
individual meters for each 
house, street lights on all 
roads and garden, borehole 
for water supply, water treat­
ment plant, underground and 
elevated water tanks and wa­
ter distribution networks to 
all houses etc.

These are. according to 
Ogunsola, Type A and Type 
B house in the estate. The 
Type B which are costlier 
m ostly faced the beautiful 
scenery of the Lagoon which 
the type A houses have views 
tailored to. the estate.

The type houses of' the

three story-building has ante­
room, living and dinning- 
room, kitchen store, stair hall 
etc at the ground floor. The 
first floor has the fam ily 
lounge, box room, terrace, 
ensuit bathroom, three bed­
room s etc and the second 
floor has master bedroom and 
a terrace.

Type B ground floor has 
carpets, garden terrace, en­
trance living room, visitors’ 
toilet, maid bedroom, store 
below and stair hall. First floor 
boast of family living room, 
dinning room, kitchen store, 
lobby etc while second floor 
plan include m asters bed­
room, ensuit bathroom bed­
room 2 and 3 and lobby.

The newly commissioned SCC Steel Water Pipes factory commissioned by President Olusegun Ohc'.mjA 
in Abuja last Friday Pix: Felix On .-bind*

El-Rufai approves c’ttee for new schools in FCT
T ^ o  put to rest the prob have M odel In s titu tio n s  tion and rehabilitation exer- He said during the iT put to rest the prob 

lem s o f  shortage o f  
classroom s and over 

crowded schools, in the Fed­
eral Capital Territory (FCT) the 
m inister of, M allam N asir 
Ahmad EL-rufai has set up a 
special committee for the re­
habilitation and construction 
o f  new schools across FCT. 
The E ducation  Secretary, 
FCT, Dr. Auwal Anwar dis­
close this at the 2005/2006 
Education Secretariat press 
Luncheon held in Abuja on 
Monday.

Dr. Anwar said that to be­
gin with, some 14 Basic Edu­
cation and Senior Secondary 
Schools have been identified 
on which about N 1.6billion 
wijl be ^pent. ;Thg‘ ideal is to

which will ultimately be the 
standard for the FCT. These 
schools he noted, include the 
new Girls Junior Boarding 
Secondary School opposite 
the Maitama hospital. “We 
have therefore commenced 
the processes o f establishing 
new schools in areas Durumi 
and Bukpe”.

“The massive influx o f 
people into FCT has resulted 
in the overstretching of exist­
ing infrastructure so much 
that we are left with no op­
tion but to build new ones. 
Towards this end, we estab­
lished  34 new p rim ary  
schools bringing the total 
number o f schools to 440. We 
also began a massive rertova-

cise that saw the complete 
overhauling o f  205 class­
rooms in the six Area Coun­
cils .

Six new classroom blocks 
were constructed, so were two 
modem Libraries”, he added.

The Education Secretary 
further said that after discov­
ering  tha t there  w ere no 
enough schools especially at 
the secondary and tertiary 
level in the FCT and the exist­
ing ones are generally over 
populated and lack basic in­
frastructure like classrooms, 
furniture and laboratories, the 
secretariat has to put up mas­
sive renovation efforts cur­
ren tly  going  on in the 
schools.

He said during the i 
tion o f the project co n  - 
it discovered some an < >r 
o f  at least 16 abande 
projects, projects on ->. 
ule but not seen on site 
contracts without con p . 
o f work were still r e t ! . 
outstanding liabilities 

“And after thorougn 
am inations, the comn 
recommended for co re , i 
which led to the ere a 
projects division he;u 
a Deputy Director unde 
secretariat and pro\
434 sets o f furniture t 
area councils (49 
Abaji, Bwari 62, Gu. a 
65, Kwali 95.Kuje ( 8 
AMAC 95)”,h b (?m r

led

by
the
o f

ada
and
erf.
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A h u j a  P r o p e r t y  
Managing Abuja market fire disasters

A s the weather change;
/ I  and dry season sets in. 

x  JL  the need to review and 
reflect on the past experience 
o f  A bu ja  m arke ts  f i r e  
d isa s ters  m anagem ent 
comes to mind. An outright 
situation which ca lls fo r  
im m edia te  a tten tio n  that 
would aid the campaign fo r  
returning Abuja city to its 
o r ig in a l p la n , which  
accommodate unique built 
environment fo r  Nigerians 
w ithou t unbu d g eted  
spending

Abuja Property takes a 
look on what lessons and  
leve l o f  p rep a red n ess  
expected o f  all residents and 
en d -u sers  o f  a ll A bu ja  
markets as they are expected 
to p ro je c t the  in ten tio n  
behind the creation o f  Abuja 
as the Federal Capital City.

At a national workshop 
on markets fire organized b\ 
N ational E m ergency  
M anagem ent A g en cj 
(NEM A), Abuja Properly  
m gled the N atio n a l 

coordinator, Fire D isaster 
P rev en tio n  and Safe ty  
Awareness A ssociation o f 
Nigeria, a none governmental 
agency  ,M r. B abang ida 
A hm ad Lam idi who 
articulated that for effective 
m anagem ent o f  A buja 
m arkets fire disasters, the 
transition from living without 
fire to living with fire which 
has made life in many ways 
easier, adven t o f  sa fe ty  
matches globally had made 
fire not only cheaper , but 
also available to everyone 
must be addressed. This he 
said  has a lso  crea ted  
constraint and risk, due to the 
perpetual presence o f  fire in 
hum an ex istence and has 
today created complicating 
fac to r, leav in g  to 
accom m odate  w hich  has 
posed  g rea t challenge to 
human society.

He added that “though, 
the ability to control fire is a 
cen tra l p roblem  in every 
known society and that is 
why overtime, human beings 
have learnt as part o f  their 
culture the act o f controlling 
fire. But as the society begins 
to  m ove from  sim p le  to 
complex, with scientific and 
technological breakthrough, 
the act o f  fire management 
and control becomes more 
so p h istica ted , thus every 
hum an being  has to go 
through a learning process in 
order to acquire the skill 
needed to deal with this new 
challenges” .

The A bu ja  P ro p er ty  
however affirm ed that the 
present study on fire disaster 
w hich show ned tha t less 
than 80.6% of people all over 
the world, especially in Africa, 
Nigeria most importantly and 
the third world nations still 
lack the basis skill in control 
and m anagem ent o f  fire , 
despite the constant use o f 
fire on daily basis without 
actually acquiring personal 
understand, o f it. ,

B y M u s ta f a  A b u b a k a r ,
Abuja

In  the m odern 
en cy c lo p ed ia , 'i r e  is 
ex p la in ed  as p i  cess o f  
com bustion m aniiested in

In the Federal C apital 
Territory there are markets 
tha t rep re sen t the tra d i­
tional markets', temporary 
or ro a d -s id e  m arkets', 
n e ig h b o r - h o o d /d is t r ic t

cal o i  gas cooking ap p li­
ances, careless in disposal 
o f  cigarette end, indi scrim i­
nate burning o f  refuse by 
the trad e rs  at fire  prone 
zones, illegal electrical con-

service station,
H ow ever, the cu rren t 

position o f  these two mar­
kets informed that the old 
wuse market have been de­
congested  illegal a ttach-

fi|v

Fire outbreak like this poses serrious threat to Ahuja markets. 
heat and light, the immcdi- m a rke t; specialized market
ate effect o f the manifesta­
tion, if  not controlled is de­
structive and can disintegrate 
a highly organized structure 
o f  organic substance like 
Abuja city and can be re­
duced to ashes and smoke. 
Combustion process is blind 
and aim less, doesn’t have 
any purpose w hich is not 
peculiar to fire and other 
natural forces, such as rain 
or w ind , w hatev er 
in flam m ab le  m a te ria l it 
touches, will be consumed , 
but then fire has a rare quality 
o f being self-generating and 
can cause  heat w hich 
sequentially turn to fire.

Abuja property in its fact 
findings to lasting solution to 
this unfortunate incidence 
gathered that in year 2 0 0 0 / 
2001  alone various markets 
fire in the country including 
Abuja caused damages es­
tim ated at N854.2 million 
n a ira  ap art from  loss o f  
lives, agonies, and o ther 
traum atic  effects. Subse­
quently, extended to other 
years due to improper m ar­
kets management.

Considering what m ar­
ket is therefore, Abuja mar­
ket like any other market is 
a regular gathering o f  peo­
ple where buying and sell­
ing ac tiv ities  take place. 
Trade in it is not only re­
s tric ted  to tang ib le  com ­
modities, but where buyers 
and sellers are physically  
b ro u g h t to g e th e r  to  e x ­
change goods and services, 
includ ing  o ther financial 
transactions such as securi­
ties , currencies like stock 
m ark e t, fo re ig n  m ark e t, 
black m arket, labour m ar­
ket, free market etc.

and central market.
However, it is important 

to note that, the non-avail- 
ability o f dependable data 
o f  these market before now 
, m akes the estim ation o f  
actual loss from market fire 
in A buja im possib le , but 
one thing is certain is that 
,all the above-m entioned  
c lassifica tio n  o f  m arkets 
have suffered one form o f 
fire disaster or another.

M arket fire w hich cut 
a c ro ss  the  len g th  and 
breadth o f  the city markets 
is inexhaustible. To bring to 
m ind  the g rav ity  o f  few 
m arkets that have had one 
or more doses o f  this fire 
destruction in Abuja are the 
evacuated “new Wuse mar­
ket”, re-organized old Wuse 
market.

F ire o u tb reaks in our 
m a rk e ts  a re  h o w ev e r 
caused as a result o f  m ulti­
fa c e te d  d e v e lo p m e n ts . 
A buja p ro p erty  furthered 
gathered that the causes o f 
market fires include Care­
le ssn ess , n eg ligence  and  
nonchalant attitude o f  trad­
ers and discovered that over 
95% o f the traders in Abuja 
markets lack know ledge o f 
fire prevention and safety, 
but unmindful o f the possi­
bility o f  an unfortunate oc­
currence or loss and acci­
dents that could lead to fire 
o u tb re a k  and  c o m p le te  
damage to the entire market 
and their properties. This 
a ttitu d e  has c o n tr ib u te d  
greatly to the high incident 
ra te  o f  m a rk e t f i re s  in 
Abuja. In most market in­
stances o f  lack o f  basic fire 
sa fe ty  k n o w led g e , often  
leads to misuse o f  e le c tr i- '

nec tion  and o ther unsafe 
practice.

Occurrence o f  natural 
disaster or sudden accident 
;Intentional act or Arson  ;

Lack o f  proper physical 
planning/design o f  markets', 
Sub-standard structures ; 
Free access o f  f ir e  figh ting  
v e h ic le  in to  th e  m a rke t  
arena during fire  outbreak; 
Lack o f  adequate water net­
work', Improper/illegal con­
nection o f  electricity, Lack 
o f  inadequate or stable se ­
curity system are also m a­
jo r  couses.

Reviewing past experi­
ence vise-a-vise managing 
m arket fires in Abuja, there 
is the need for lot o f  m ulti­
dim ensional approach due 
to  its  co m p lex  n a tu re . 
Therefore, in retrospect, a 
review  o f  past experiences 
shows clearly that there is 
‘tendency for more fire out 
breaks in an unplanned mar­
ket than in a well planned 
m arket’.

For instance, the statis­
tic o f  fire-outbreak in these 
markets before the evacua­
tion the new Wuse market 
and the re-organizing o f  the 
old Wuse market, indicated 
that as at 23rd July 2004 “5” 
m inor/m ajor fire-outbreaks 
were recorded in old Wuse 
market and as at 13 Febru­
ary 2004, over 15 m inor/ 
major fire outbreak were re­
corded in new Wuse market

The old W use m arket, 
built with perm anent struc­
tures, with illegal a ttach ­
ment without fire services 
station and the new W'use 
market which was with tem­
porary structure was con­
structed with sinks woods, 
planks and other com busti­
ble m aterials w ithout fire

ment, and the market revert 
to its orginal plan the new 
Wuse market, tem porary in 
nature have been dem ol­
ished, explained that it is 
obvious that “M arkets with 
poor planning and tem po­
rary in nature are likely to 
be more fire prone than per­
manent and well structured 
m arkets.”

A nother way to effec­
tively managed market fires 
is the consideration o f fire 
e lem ent for p roper p la n ­
ning. This brings to ques­
tion , w ho m anages? The 
absence  o f  a m ore c lea r 
d e fin itio n  o f  the  ro le  o f  
stakeholders in the manage­
m ent o f  m arkets has h in ­
dered all effort to curb mar­
ket fires in the past. “As 
entrenched in 1999 consti­
tution o f  the F ederal R e­
public o f  Nigeria provision  
o f  m arket, m a in tenance , 
regulation  and  contro l is 
the statutory responsibility  
o f  local governm ent coun­
cils as may be prescribe or 
am ended by the H ouse o f  
Assem bly o f  a State ”,

B efore now, th is ro le 
was fused, management o f  
m arkets involves various 
chains o f  rules and bureau­
cratic process such that it 
makes it difficult for plan­
ning regulations to be en­
forced both at the concep­
tion, design, post m anage­
m ent or im p lem en ta tio n  
stage.

And this has lead to so 
many irregularities that has 
ham pered  e ffic ien t m an­
agem ent and prevention o f 
f ire  o u tb re a k s  in A b u ja  
m ark e ts . T h is is fu rth e r 
com plicated by high level 
o f  unqualified local Coun­

cil Personnel, and the 
tude o f some o f them 
c o n n iv e  w ith  trad e r 
flaunt the existing r.- 
tions and most time d i' 
ing the o rig inal p la r 
A buja m arkets leadin 
congestion, illegal at: 
ment and un-access ro 
in the markets.

A lth o u g h , the  re 
initiative taken by the 
A dm inistration to invo! 
the p riv a te  sec to r in 
c o n s tru c tio n  o f  m a rk e t ' 
and m anagem ent, baser 
what is known as ‘"B 
Build Operate and Trai 
is quite commendable. 1 
m ethod, at the initial s 
will no doubt set the 
quired standard needt 
our market in the provi 
o f  required facility  \\ 
includes that o f  fire sa 
but at the long run, “ B 
M arket are expected t 
eventually transfer bat !■ 
FCT A dm inistration

T he p ro b lem  her 
who will be responsible 
the m anagem ent o f  th 
m ark e ts  a t the end. 
how com petent is that t 
operators in m anager 
and m aintain ing the n- 
kets retain  the standard 
ready set. Sim ilarly, wh 
w hat role will Local (>“ 
e rnm ent C ouncil p la \ 
such m arkets, even wK 
they are fully in contn  
su ch  m a rk e ts , can 
present com position o f  > 
cal G overnm ent Cou: 
re ta in  th is s tandard? A n 
many questions that neei 
to be answered.

A nd un til these  role^ 
are clearly defined the i ' 
sue o f  setting standard par 
ticularly  in the area o f  fire 
safety in our m arkets wil 
hardly be realized.

However, it is believed 
th a t w hen  p ro b lem  o f 
proper planning is resoh  ed 
adherent to basic fire safer \ 
standards can then be made 
possible, and decisions re 
gard fire safety design 
planning markets will aN. 
not be d ifficu lt or disre 
garded by market planners 
particularly if  the Bill at t u  
national Assembly for p a ' 
sage into law on fire p re ­
cau tio n  and con tro l th 
seeks to stipulate the stam 
ard fire safety code for ■ 
existing and new buildii _ 
including m arkets is sign .

On a final note, pro\ 
sion o f  adequate fire safer 
installation should inclu 
apart from  ensuring  th a ’ 
standard fire safety mater 
als are used in the constri 
tion o f markets to avoid tin 
spread, other fire protection 
facilities such as sprinkler - 
fire  d e tec tio n  and alarm  
system to give early warn 
ing and fire extinguishir 
system either fix or m o\ - 
able to help in fire fighti. f 
or to nib the fire on the bud 
will be required to efficien’ 
manage market fires.

\
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The changing face of Abuj a
W e lcom e to the 

Federal C apital 
Territory- Abuja, 

one o f  the finest cities in the 
world. A city endowed with 
all the beauties and splendor

o f  m other na tu re ; the 
green vegetation, rocks o f 
various shapes and sizes, the 
c ry sta l c lean  w aters, the 
serene atmosphere and cool 
weather, all sum up to make 
the city indeed *a place to 
behold and to cherish. A place 

I where people o f all tribes and 
tongues live, work and  feel 

j very much at home. A city 
I that showcases not only the 
greatness o f  Nigeria as the 
g ian t o f  A frica  bu t a lso  
symbolizes the unity o f the 
oyer 250 tribes that make up 
its citizenry.

T hrough  a long  term  
dev e lo p m en t plan  and 
meticulous execution which 
began in the 70’s by the then 
Murtala Obasanjo regime, the 
city has rapidly transformed 

; from bushes and huts o f the 
[na tives to  m ag n ificen t 
[ed ifices  accen tu a ted  by 
beautiful landscaping.

T h e road s are sm o o th  
and w ell layed out w h ile  the 
streets are neat and tidy. At 
night, streetlights blaze in the 
horizon and the city  is agog  
w ith outdoor activities. The 
n ig h tc lu b s  and  e a te r ie s  
(jo in ts) can b e found in all 
n o o k s and cran n ies o f  the 
city, adding life  and colour to  
<he rather quiet and serene  
atm osphere.

O utside Abuja, the story 
o f  the city  is often larger than 
life. Tall tales o f  a land flowing 
w ith m ilk  and honey. W here 
o n e  ca n  b e c o m e  v ery  
w ealthy in a short tim e. With 
th e s e  ta le s  th e r e fo r e , a ll 
m an n er o f  p e o p le  th ron g  
they including thousands o f  
u n e m p lo y e d  y o u th s  w ith  
hope and elation o f  settling  
dow n to a life  o f  b liss.

T he influx o f  peop le into

B y N a s i r  I m a m ,
Editor, Abuja Property

the city however brings with 
it so much hardship, crime

Karimo, Gwagwa and other 
o u tly in g  su rb u rb s, m ost 
times contending with lack of 
provision by the government

about
an eq u iv a len t o f  the 

popular C.M.S bus stop in 
Lagos is the traffic nerve

a good life. They migrate from 
all parts o f  the country in 
large numbers and could be 
seen withering and littering

The a lm ost com pleted overhead bridge a t the A po legislative quaters ju n ction , G arki Abuja, 
B erger N igeria Ltd, aim ed a t decongesting the persisten t traffic bottlenecks in the area. 

and other vices associated o f  the basic infrastructure centre o f  Abuja. Because o f
with urbanization. The cost 
o f  the  lim ited  liv ing  
accom m odation cannot be 
compared with any other city 

in  the coun try . The 
residents o f  Abuja pay by the 
skin o f  their teeth, in some 
areas  as m uch as h a lf  a 
m illio n  n a ira  fo r a tw o 
bedroom apartment and more 
than a m illion naira for a 
dup lex . In each case the 
hapless tenant must pay for 
two years rent together with 
1 0 % o f  the to ta l sum  as 
agency and legal fees. To cut 
co s ts  how ever, m any 
res id en ts  secu re  cheaper 
accom m odation  in the 
su rb u rb s o f  A bu ja  like 
Nyanya, Karu, Kubwa, Idu-

n ecessa ry  fo r hum an 
habitation.

It is also noted that about 
seventy percent o f  workers 
who live outside the city 
centre troop into the city for 
their daily business. The four 
lane roads o f  the city are 
re la tively  free during the 
weekends, but as early as 
6:30am o f each working day 
in the w eek, traffic  starts 
b u ild in g  up lead in g  to 
congestion o f the roads and 
all en try  po in ts from  the 
surburbs. The situation is 
particularly chaotic on the 
about 35 kilom eter double 
carriage way from Kubwa 
into the cap ita l territo ry . 
Similarly, the Berger round

this congestion o f the roads, 
people spend as much as one 
and a half hours on the road 
b e fo re  g e ttin g  to  th e ir  
destinations within the city.

The m enace o f  arm ed 
robbers in A buja and its 
environs is also the tell tale 
sign  o f  m ovem ent o f  all 
m anner o f  people into the 
Federal Capital city. In their 
bid to get rich quick, the 
faceless n igh t m arauders 
u n leash  te rro r  on the 
innocent citizens who toil 
night and day to make ends 
meet, leaving the residents in 
co n stan t fea r o f  these  
hoodlums.

The street beggars are 
not left out in this search for

being constructed by Julius

the hitherto clean streets o f 
the, city begging for aims from 
motorists and passersby.

The scarlet women also, 
have taken hold  o f  street 
com ers and dark allays o f  
Abuja in the quest for money 
and  good  life  th ereb y  
throwing morals to the bins 
and contributing largely to 
the spread o f various sexually 
transmitted diseases such as 
HIV/AIDs.

As a result o f  this daily 
m ovem en t in to  A buja  
therefore, the governm ent 
must move fast to implement 
the m aste r p lan  fo r the 
development o f  the Federal 
Capital Territory especially 
the outlying council areas by 
putting in place the necessary

in fra s tru c tu re  to  en 
re s id en ts  , deve lop  I 
residential and comme 
buildings. This would 
long way in reducing r \ 
o f  accom m odation  
congestion in the city ce 

The government aK  
to map out strategies 
resettling and rehabilit; 
these  beg g ars  
prostitutes who move 
the city by the day T 
should also be establis 
counseling units and cei 
where they can engage i r 
meaningful handwork o 
o ther. The g o v ern r 
should also include n 
m aste r p lan  or in itia  
deliberate policy to 
industries in the o u ’ 
council areais that will 
only provide employnie: 
the teem in g  you ths 
g raduate  from  secom 
and. tertiary institution- 
will also reduce the c i"  
such  p ro d u c ts  that 
b rought in from  Kad 
Lagos and elsewhere 

The N igerian Po 
obviously ill equipped 
lest motivated to pro \ i 
panacea for the men o 
u n d er w orld , 
government should then 
employ more policeme 
force o f250,000 men p ng
about 120 million people is 
g ro ss ly  in adequate  
Nigerian police force 
needs to be provided 
m ore m odem  equipi 
especially  communic; 
gadgets to be able to grapple 
with the sophistication and 
guts o f  the present dav armed 
robbers.

The present democr 
dispensation therefore 
the obligation to ensure 
well being and security 
lives and property in 
Federal C apital Territ< 
m ore <so w hen fore 
investors need a cono ive 
env ironm ent to inves: in 
Nigeria.
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Abuja, a
When it com es to 

m a g n i f i c e n t  
buildings, Abuja,

| the nation  federal capital 
j territory, is a realtor’s delight 
! dream  tran sfo rm ed  into 
; reality.

There is no mincing o f 
words. Abuja is very lovely, 
it is every' thing that Lagos 
could have been but is not .It 

| is better planned, managed 
1 and developed. This is not.
I to say th ere  are  no 
imperfections but what ever 

: they arte the federal might will 
s have things sorted

blinking o f the eyes .It would 
be very difficult for this to 
happen in any other major 
city. Nevertheless some o f 
the eye popping buildings 
donning the Abuja sky can 
enter the list o f  the m ost 
beautiful in the world.

'T hen  huge government 
presence is understandable 
because o f it administrative 
status.

Therefore, it does not 
come as a surprise that a lot 
o f  these  w ell-hee led  
b u ild in g s from the 
head q u arte rs  o f  F ederal 
M inistries and parastatals.

are better finished, elegantly 
set and flou  ishirtg. For 
example, the i agos marina 
office (now i headquarters

A uthourity  is an ordinary 
rectangular building but the 
former Abuja headquarters 
(now ceded top the Ministry 
o f Defence) is a ship shaped 
designer’s choice, but will win 
the architect award any day.

As if  to drive home the 
logic, some o f the ministry 
and parastatal are not even 
content with what they have 
p resen tly . In m ost every  
yearly  budget hat com es, 
they incorporate proposals 
to build better edifices that 
will make he covei 
realtor’s digest.

bu
hp;

Abuja has too many great 
buildings it is difficult to 
choose  w hich  are not. 
N evertheless, some stand 
out. They include the Twin 
Towers serving the Nigerian 
N a tio n a l P e tro leum  
C o rp o ra tio n  (N N PC ) 
headquaters.

O thers inc lude  the 
im posing  u ltra -m o d ern  
Central Bank ofNigeria(CBN) 
building, the International 
Conference Center which has 
hosted so many international 

o s trong  in 
r magnificent

:e in the eve nts.
con tentioi

istry o f bui lding:
irrently acc opm o
ig new InU 
the fact Eml

^rnati
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lem j\
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Games.
The m ost p ro m in en t 

buildings are found in the 
C entral B usiness D istric t 
(CBD) where you have hi-rise 
buildings. They are spread 
out over major roads like the 
O lusegun O basanjo  Way, 
Ahmadu Bello Way. Nnamdi 
Azikwe Way, AND Obafemi 
A w olow o Way, H erbert 
M acauly  Way, IBB Way, 
among several others.

Intrestingly, most o f the 
roads are nam ed afte r 

h e ro es . Pan 
world

the N nam di A 
In ternational A irp 
study o f what roads 
be built.

I f  only  on accc 
being a former fedem 
Lagos would get sor
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oes, 
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ices, 
ds are 
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PUBLIC NOTICE

W

HALLMARK ASSURANCE PLC IS NOT A 
SUBSIDIARY OF HALLMARK BANK

We hereby correct a general public misconception that HALLMARK 

ASSURANCE PLC is an affiliate, offshoot, subsidiary, partner, or in any form of 

joint venture with HALLMARK BANK PLC.

HALLMARK ASSURANCE PLC was established in 19 8 1 to  provide high quality 

Insurance Underwriting to the Nigerian public and has been doing this 

successfully for over twenty years.

Conversely, HALLMARK BANK was established ten years later in 19 9 1.

Although the bank was floated by HALLMARK ASSURANCE and her key 

shareholders, over the years, the shareholding structure of the bank changed significantly 

with a substantial divestment from the bank by our company and not in any way related 

to HALLMARK BANK at the moment as NO director (executive mr non­

executive) of the dissolved board of HALLMARK BANK has any shareholding 
in HALLMARK ASSURANCE PLC.

The inability of HALLMARK BANK PLC to survive the consolidation process in the 

banking sector therefore has no effect whatsoever on HALLMARK ASSURANCE 

PLC., which has, in the recent past, come under the control o f a highly focused and 

aggressive Board of Directors.

For us at HALLMARK ASSURANCE PLC, w e identify completely with the 

reform process in the entire financial services sector and have since commenced 

the first phase of our consolidation with a Private Placement. The keen interest 

being shown by the selected investors is a pointer that the company would 

emerge as one of the mega players in the insurance industry even before the 

curtain is drawn by February, 2007.

Signed
UGO (DR.) OBI RALPH EKEZIE

C H A I R M A N  O F  B O A R D

HALLMARK ASSU RANCE PLC
Hallmark Assurance House
266, Ikorodu Road, Obanikoro, Lagos.
Tel: 01-4973165, 01-4973166. 01-4938585. Fax: 4972201 
E-mail: hacplc@halimarkassuranceplc.com 
Website: www.hallmarkassuranceplc.com : A t e 'K R  o f  th e  n ig c rw n  

m ^ m sm sso o m x i
Branches:

OWERRf:
53 OWgwe Rood, 
jopp. Gov!. CoSejje! 
OvrtHTi. Tel. 083-23430*

ABUJA: P O R T  H A R C O U R TA B A KADUNA:
Shopping PSax 52. ErnekiKf Street 4. Eautaty Sfcwt, 5th Floor,

?1ol ’330 Je^e Street. Amojirvg Grace Pic\m Aba. Turatii Ah House,
Gailo Phases, Abuja D/line. Port Horco-j'! Tei: 082-223216 3, Kant* Road Kaduna.
Tef/fax- 09-2344727 Tei. 084-234*08

ENUGU: IOTA:
71, Ggx Road Enogtt J, Ifcthood Abia.‘a Way, 
Tel M24S5M} j (fcnstr Ijokc Road).

ISJSftgoOte 
; Trt 039-72;041

IKEJA: | ONiTSHA:
10, Ann** Street, {33, New Marte*
Off Toyin Street? I Onitsha.
St. Leo's Catholic Churcil'M. M6-413&4G 
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JIGAWA: ANPP'S MANY LIES AGAINST GOVERNOR IBRAHIM SAMINU TURAKI
I n the last few weeks, a lot of information ranging 

from the ridiculous to the weird, has been bandied 
about regarding Governor Saminu Turaki’s 

membership of the ANPP. It was very clear right from 
the beginning that some members of the Jigawa ANPP 
were talking from both sides of their mouth over the 
membership of Saminu Turaki in the party.

The first drama started with a report in the Daily Trust 
edition of January 17, 2006, titled: “ANPP Suspends 
Governor Turaki”. The caucus leader of the party, 
Alhaji Hadi Ukashatu, was quoted in the report as saying 
that Governor Turaki has decamped to the PDP and has 
“duly registered himself with the PDP, with registration 
number 148 at Unguwar Gabas ward in Kazaure local 
government of Jigawa state”. The biggest lie of the 
century in this case was that the number 148 was the 
membership registration number of “Lawan Lawan 
Abba”. The membership register of the PDP which is 
always available, has made nonsense of the Ukashatu’s 
claim. It was in fact amazing how the caucus leadership 
would openly lie over records that thousands of party 
members have unfettered access to. So, where is proof 
of the decampment process?

What was even more shocking was how these selected 
caucus leaders of the ANPP would insist that even 
commissioners in the Saminu Turaki government have 
decamped as party executives in the PDP without any 
proof. This white lie should be exposed for what it is 
since the Jigawa PDP membership register proves 
otherwise.

The other issue of concern over which these selected 
ANPP caucus leaders missed the point was when they 
claimed that the national chairman of the party has given 
support to the governor’s alleged anti-party activities. 
How on earth will a few members of the ANPP caucus 
in Jigawa be more committed to the party’s progress 
than the national chairman ? It seems these few caucus 
leaders are being more Catholic than the Pope.

Stories of Governor Saminu Turaki’s decamping to 
the PDP have not aroused any interest because Nigerians 
would expect such an announcement to come from the 
PDP itself and not the ANPP. In fact, the PDP would 
have organized a party to welcome the most popular 
ANPP governor into its fold. This is the reality and the 
reason why nobody would be interested in the latest 
round of empty propaganda by a few ANPP members 
masquerading as caucus leaders. Perhaps the funniest 
part of the so-called caucus leaders was when they filed 
a petition to the office cl the national chairman on 
January 7, 2006, trying to protest the hosting rights of 
the governor to organize the National Executive 
Committee (NEC), meeting of the party in Jigawa. The 
same imaginary decampment story filled every space

of the five-page petition. It contained signatures of 
people whose names have not been reflected. They 
were mere signatories to a petition and were presented 
as local government chairmen of the ANPP in the state 
without even their abbreviated names.

Interestingly, one of the signatories on page three of 
the petition, Alhaji Bala Ibrahim, whose name was made 
number four on the list, was in act < vvit of the country 
even before the petition was pieced tt v rher by the so- 
called caucus leaders of the ANPP.

Not only that, about five of the signal nes were said 
to have been unable to confirm the signatures attached 
to their names after the petition had been hurriedly 
submitted by the so-called caucus leaders. For the first 
time since 1999, a petition has been written by a political 
party that does not even know the names of its 27 local 
government chairmen.

Borrowing from the style o f A dolf H itler's  
Information/Propaganda Minister, Joseph Goebbels, the 
so-called caucus leaders proceeded to plant an 
advertorial in the Daily Trust edition of Wednesday. 
January 18, 2006, singing the same song. Reason? 
Gobbels said “a lie told a million times becomes the 
truth”. Guided by this illusionary logic, these few AN PP 
/leaders” went to newspaper houses with advertorials 
they were sure were cheap lies meant to score cheap 
political gains. In the advert, they claimed that a six- 
man committee has been set up to probe and recommend 
to the party whether or not further disciplinary action 
should be taken against the governor. As if the so- 
called caucus “decision” supercedes that of the national 
secretariat.

Even more ridiculous was the claim that the governor 
has “directed all members of his cabinet” to also decamp. 
Is political party membership a matter of personal choice 
or official instructions? This is impossible in a state 
like Jigawa with its history of political radicalism. } or 
the so-called caucus leaders to imagine that they can 
pull the wool over everybody’s eyes in this centun is 
self-delusory.

Fortunately for the people of Jigawa state, a sense 
came out of the caucus leaders’ madness. The Deputy 
Chairman of the party, Mallam Bako Muhammad, 
brought out the sense in the caucus leaders’ confusion 
by enlightening the people not to be hoodwinked by an 

j empty propaganda describing them as elements without 
| the constitutional powers to do what they were clai r ag 
( to have done.
i

Finally, we challenge the so-called caucus leadc: s ti 
I take a second look at all the outbursts they have n ide 
* and deny that they did not tell cheap lies to mislead h. 
public.

S i g n e d

AIHAJ1MUHAMMADU MURTa LA.
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A d a m  Gubernatorial aspirants oppose zoning
A o onm at<ut»:Ann -S.  1„:„;__4.1_*  ; l * 1 l  i c\nn I T  A1__  ^ _  ,1 A.

J L ' \ j

s the 2007 elections 
draws nearer, agita 
.tion by a section o f 

people in Adamawa State for 
the adoption o f zoning for­
mula in determining who be­
comes the next governor of 
the state is generating fresh 
controversy across the state 
as m ost aspirants are not 
favorably disposed to it.

The current agitation is 
led by the people from the 
central senatorial district who 
claim right to a shot at the 
highest political office in the 
state having played second 
fiddle to the Northern zone for 
eight years.

However, the view was 
rebuffed by the aspirants from 
the southern senatorial dis­
trict who insisted that either 
o f the zones that has not ben­
efited was also qualified to

Bauchi 
investment coy 
gets new MD

| From Tashikalmah Hallah. j
| Correspondent (Bauchi) j
T he Bauchi State gov 

emment has appointed 
Alhaji Abubakar Sule 

Katagum as the new helms­
man for the Bauchi Invest­
ment and Property Develop­
ment Company Limited.

The appo in tm ent o f  
Katagum, a seasoned finan­
cial manager, was in response 
to the unsound government 
revenue generation base.

Before his appointment 
the state revenue generation 
base was said to be weak cul­
minating to an ultimatum is­
sued by the state governor,

A lhaji Ahmadu Adamu 
Mu’azu urged all revenue col­
lectors to “block the leakages” 
or face the wrath of the gov­
ernment, and the invitation of 
the Nuhu Ribadu led Eco­
nomic and Financial Crimes 
Commission [EFCC] to sani­
tise the board in June last year.

“Over the years, it is glar­
ing that the capacity o f gov­
ernment revenue collection 
machinery has been weak, 
hence the very poor internally 
generated revenue collection. 
It’s our firm belief, that more 
could be achieved if  adequate 
control measures are put in 
place to ensure prudence and 
accountability in the collec­
tion and remittance process.

“To ameliorate this prob­
lem, governm ent has ap ­
pointed consultants to work 
hand in hand with the board 
o f Internal Revenue to reduce 
leakages o f  revenue 
generation...As is always the 
case, all Accounting officers 
will be personally responsible 
for any shortcoming in the 
area o f  revenue generation 
and remittance”.

Alhaji Katagum, a gradu­
ate o f Accounting from the 
Ahmadu Bello U niversity 
Zaria, was a director in the 
company before his elevation 
to the post of Managing Di­
rector which took effect early 
this month.

From Ham za Idris,
Correspondent (Yola) \ 

gun for governorship.
Reacting on the zoning 

controversy in an interview 
with Journalists on Monday, 
one o f the aspirants, on the 
p latfo rm  o f  the Peoples 
D em ocratic Party (PDP), 
Alhaji Mohammed Koiranga 
Jada, said the only acceptable 
arrangement was to make it 
go to the zone that has not 
enjoyed power yet.

Koiranga Jada said that 
the North and Central zone 
have had fair share of power,

explaining that the incumbent 
governor, Boni Haruna, is 
from  the N orth w hile his 
deputy, Bello Tukur, hails 
from the central senatorial 
zone, hence it was the South 
that should agitate for its turn 
in 2007.

Jada, who said he was 
qualified to contest election 
even if it was zoned to central 
or south, argued that though 
he was bom in Jada, he has 
been living in Jimeta, in the 
central zone for the past 29 
years.

“Zoning is not a problem 
to me because I built my

house here since 1977 and I 
gave birth to all my children 
here. I am very qualified to 
even contest election in cen­
tral zone”.

He however faulted the 
claim that the Vice President 
was representing the south­
ern zone, arguing that presi­
dential slot was a national af­
fair. “If people want to apply 
zoning to the position  o f 
president, it can only be said 
to represent the north, if  we 
go down to zone, then we can 
say he rep resen ts N orth- 
East”

Recently, one of the aspir­

an ts, S enato r Jonathan 
Zwingina, kicked against the 
Idea o f  zoning, saying that 
even at the national level, the 
PDP at its last convention 
have outlawed zoning at the 
national level, and wondered 
why such is still applicable at 
the state level.

He however revealed that

The Sultan o f  Sokoto, His Eminence, Alhaji Muhammadu Maccido (R), the Head o f  Service o f  the Federation, 
A lhaji M ahm ud Yayale Ahmed, at the presentation o f  Report o f  the N ational M osque Rehabilitation 
Committee to President Olusegun Obasanjo at the State House...recently. Pix: Joe Oroye

PDP may die a natural death-Birma
F

ormer minister o f educa 
tion during the late Gen 
eral Sani Abacha re­

gime, Alhaj i Dauda Birma, has 
predicted that from the ongo­
ing internal squabbles be- 
devil-ing the ruling Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP), the 
party will soon die a natural 
death or be completely swal­
lowed by the opposition All 
N igeria  Peoples Party 
(ANPP).

Alhaji Birma, who is a 
member of the national cau­
cus o f the ANPP and a close 
friend  o f  the p a r ty ’s 
flagbearer in the 2003 presi­
dential elections, General 
Muhammadu Buhari, made 
this assertion in Yola during 
a chat with Daily Trust on the 
emerging romance between 
sonje key officers of the ANPP 
and some elected members o f 
the PDP where he cited the 
massive withdrawal o f some 
PDP members from the party, 
pluralism o f its leadership in 
som e states and the pur­
ported agitation for third term 
as strong indicators for the 
party’s imminent collapse.

Alhaji Dauda Birma, who 
is also the Sarkin Gabas of 
Adamawa, stated that the 
ANPP is so far the visibly 
strongest opposition party to 
the PDP which according to 
him is in the verge of total 
collapse, a positive develop­
ment which he says “por­

tends the setting up o f the 
federal government by the 
ANPP in 2007 if the same type 
o f rigging is not perfected 
again”.

He said that the ANPP has 
an open door policy o f em­
bracing who so ever has the 
progress o f Nigeria at heart 
which is why many people 
from all nooks and crannies 
are rushing to join it. “Most 
o f them (people) around us 
are PDP members who have 
no shelter to put their heads 
on. Therefore, they are com­
ing over to ANPP and we are 
doing something to accom­
modate them because ANPP 
is a viable living party while 
PDP is scrambling”.

He however noted that it 
is not all the people coming 
to the ANPP that have the 
party at heart. He said there 
are certain elements that as­
sociate with the party with the 
aim of destabilizing it. “The 
PDP is infiltrating into the 
ANPP and is making sure that 
the party is not stabilized. We 
know what they are doing. It 
is not for us now to react, but 
when the electioneering cam­
paign starts, we shall put our 
house in order and we will 
survive”.

The ANPP stakeholder, 
who also shaded light on the 
perceived lost o f confidence 
in certain quarters in the lead­
ership o f Chief Don Etiebet,

maintained that as far as he is 
concerned, he is satisfied with 
the leadership style o f the in­
cumbent chairman. “I abso­
lutely have confidence in him. 
People may have some mis­
givings about him because we 
are living in a dynamic situa­
tion. He is the leader o f the 
party and is ensuring that we 
survive. If  he behaves in a 
particular pattern that ensures 
our survival which did not go 
well with some people, then 
these are the qualities that 
some people are calling to 
question. I have absolute 
confidence in him “, he reaf­
firmed.

the southern senato r.. 
trict was the most depr - ed 
zone in the state in u • - - 
appointments at the federal 
level.

Meanwhile, the . ral 
zone which has ab> 
aspirants has insisted t 
is the turn o f the zone - 
due.e governor.

C’ttee to settle Bafarawa, 
deputy rift arrives Sokoto
A-Six-man fact finding 

committee set up by 
he N ational Secre­

tariat of the ANPP is in Sokoto 
to find out the root cause of 
the unending crisis between 
Governor Attahira Bafarawa 
and his Deputy, Alhaji Aliyu 
Magatakarda Wamakko.

The committee which is 
headed by Adm iral Larry 
Amuso (rtd) was in Sokoto on 
Monday to hear from both the 
feuding camps, party leaders, 
and concerned members of 
the party.

Retired Admiral Amuso 
said this was with the aim of 
solving the problem s that 
have been rocking the politi­
cal atmosphere in the state for 
sometime now.

He noted that members of 
the committee were drawn 
from across the country in 
order to maintain neutrality in 
their fact finding m ission, 
pointing out that their sole aim 
was to bring peace to Sokoto 
State.

He observed that as many 
members o f the ANPP were 
ready to speak to them, the 
committee members ‘are ever 
willing to listen to as many as 
they can’.

He stressed the impor­
tance of neutrality in the task, 
adding that sense o f equity 
and justice was also essential 
to carry out the job.

The leader of the commit­
tee urged all the ANPP 
stakeholders in the state to be 
just, fair and truthful in mak­
ing their presentation to the 
committee.

He explained that solving 
the imbroglio would be prem­
ised on what they would be 
told and their report would 
also be based on the conclu­
sion reached from what is pre­
sented to them. Retired Ad­
miral Amuso stated that the

From Sadeeq Aliju.
Senior reporter, (>

committee would try 
as possible to spe. 
some o f the member- ! 
state House of Assen- 
all other stake- hok .- 
ANPP in the state, an 
fore assured that just 
prevail at the end o f :

Speaking earlier, t 
deputy  governor, M 
A liyu M ag a t.k . * 
Wamakko, thanked 
tional headquarters < : 
ANPP for its concc-t u 
timely intervention in he .> 
going cold war.

A lhaji M agatak.. . 
Wamakko explained t! . 
the years they had ; 
boured to build the pa" 
it was his candid opin 
the year 2007 ‘is pr< 
the party a better fiitir

He therefore de^ 
the intervention as 
mony o f their concern 
line with his belief th.it 
ANPP has a lot to ach <. 
the years ahead.

W hile ack n o w k  
that the party has per' 
credibly well in the p ’ 
elections, the deputy .: 
nor expressed optima 
God-willing 2007 is gi rt_ 
be their year as he hoped :! 
ANPP is going to take m 
the leadership of this cou: 
try.

M embers o f  the La-' 
Amuso led committee art 
Adamawa State chairnu- 
ANPP, Barrister Abdul . 
Bobboi, Rivers State \  V  
chairm an , Sir C lem . 
Menebar, Dr. Francis I _ 
the deputy National Scl 
tary o f ANPP, the Nat 
Welfare Secretary of \  \  
Hajiya Fatima Moha- 
and an ANPP elder fron N 
state, Abdulaziz Lapai

Politician gives N250,000 for 
reconstruction of Yola market
A[Peoples Democratic 

Party (PDP) gubema 
torial aspirant, Alhaji 

Muhammadu Koiranga Jada, 
has donated the sum of N250 
000  (two hundred and fifty 
thousand naira) to the victims 
o f the recent inferno which 
gutted over 250 shops in 
Fallujah Central Market in 
Yola, Adamawa State.

Koiranga Jada handed 
over the money to the affected 
traders when he visited the 
market on Saturday where he 
commiserated with the victims 
and was conducted round the 
scene o f the fire incident by 
the officials o f  the Traders

From  Ham za Idris,
Correspondent (Yola)

Association.
A lhaji Jada expressed  

concern over the huge eco­
nomic loss suffered by the 
victims, urging them to take it 
in good faith.

“I deeply sympathize with 
you over this fire outbreak 
which consumed your prop­
erty and destabilized your ac­
tivities, and I will continue to 
assist you in reviving your 
legitim ate businesses”, he 
stated.

Receiving the donation, 
the chairman of Gamzaki Trad­

ers Association, Mr. Y.> 
Teri, thanked Koirang. 
for his concern, calling 
politicians across the . 
try to imbibe the gestir 

He described Koira:u.. a 
a leading philanthropic - 
had never relented in - 1 - 
fort to touch the lives «>• 
common man.

“We appreciate  
generosity and concern 
our plight, we will ensu r e 
judicious utilization 
money in assisting the a: 
fected traders, may the 
mighty God reward you i-> 
dantly”, the chairman s
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Hajj: FG to recover 
$3m from Trans Air

T he M inister o f  state, 
Foreign Affairs, Alhaji 
Abubakar Tanko, has 

disclosed that the federal 
government has started the 
process of recovering over 3 
million dollars collected by 
Trans-Air as advance pay­
ment for airlifting pilgrims.

From Aisha Umar,
in Jeddah

Stating this in a press 
briefing in Jeddah, Tanko said 
that Trans-Air will also have 
to face penalty for not airlift­
ing pilgrims to Saudi Arabia 
in breach o f contract.

NEMA boss charges 
states, LG on disaster mgt
The Director-General, 

National Emergency 
Management Agency 

(NEMA), Alhaji S. S Makarfi, 
has said that disaster man­
agem ent can be properly  
handled from the federal level, 
if states and the local govern­
ments show commitment by 
putting in place disaster man­
agement outfits within their 
localities.

Alhaji Makarfi, in a paper 
entitled: “Institutional and 
Policy Framework for Disas­
ter Management in Nigeria” 
he presented at the 1st Na­
tional Summit on Disaster 
Management and Emergency 
Preparedness organised by 
the House o f  Representa­
tives Committee on Emer­
gency and Disaster Manage­
ment and the Presidency held 
at the Presidential Villa, Abuja.

According to the NEMA 
boss, states and local gov­
ernm ents need to provide 
leadership and coordination 
by being supportive in the 
provision o f information, fi­
nances, technical and mate­
rial supports, stressing that, 
“the state governments, be­
ing basically responsible for 
protecting their citizens from 
harm, ought to carry out pre­
paredness, m itigation, re­
sponse and recovery activi­
ties”.

He said government has, 
in the last five years spent 
billions o f naira for the provi­
sion o f relief items to survi- 

! vors o f various disasters, re­
turning distressed Nigerians 
from foreign countries as well 
as on the procurem ent o f  
equipments.

Alhaji Makarfi maintained 
that NEMA became a full- 
fledged agency in 1999 within 
the presidency as a func­
tional, interventionist, pro­
active and autonom ous 
agency to coordinate the 
management of disasters in its 
entire ram ifications in the 
country.

While explaining the ra­
tionales behind the setting up 
o f the agency by the govern­
ment, the NEMA D-G who 
said the agency essentially 

; coord inates d isaste r re ­
sponse plan, which he noted 
is clearly enshrined in the 
National Disaster Response 
Plan (NDRP), Nigeria’s disas­

t e r  response coordination 
, and response document.
*• :Alh$ji Makarfi said the 

DRP^utlines thS releS and 
iporisibilitie's o f identified 

respurge organisations with 
available facilities, equipment 
and personnel.. He further 
identified the reduction of the 
vulnerability o f people and

By Sunday Benjam in,
Senior Reporter.

communities in Nigeria to 
damage, injury and loss of life 
and property resulting from 
natural and man-made disas­
ters, and assisting in the an­
ticipation, recognition, ap­
praisal, prevention and miti­
gation o f disasters that may 
be caused or aggravated by 
in-adequate planning for, and 
regulation of public and pri­
vate facilities and land use as 
some o f the objectives o f the 
national disaster response 
plan.

“ I do believe that the 
document will mark a mile­
stone in the nation’s effort 
towards responding to disas­
ter in a coordinated approach 
by all federal agencies and 
departments as well as non 
governm ental o rg an i­
sations”, he stressed. The 
underlying philosophy, he 
said is to ensure promptness 
to disaster situations, maximi­
zation  o f  efforts and re ­
sources thereby reducing 
waste, duplications and en­
suring effective life saving 
activities.

The minister also said that 
Trans-Air will not be allowed 
to participate in future hajj 
operations.

However, he said, hajj 
fares for this year’s hajj was 
low and suggested an in­
crease to enable the authori­
ties offer better services, and 
to avoid the suffering experi­
enced by intending pilgrims.

Tanko also said that a hajj 
commission should hence­
forth manage pilgrims’ affairs 
to enable government hands 
off the responsibility forth­
with.

He further expressed con­
cern over the attitude o f some 
Nigerian women who came 
for Umrah and thereafter hide 
behind mountains until hajj, 
and described the attitude as 
an insult to Nigeria.

The m in iste r said  the 
women need to be enlight­
ened to stop living under the 
bridges and engaging  in 
nasty  acts w hich he said 
Saudi authority frowned at.

He explained that just be­
fore hajj Saudi Arabia minis­
ter on hajj called on the Nige­
rian government to evacuate 
about 27,000 Nigerians who 
have over stayed in Saudi 
Arabia.

Tanko apologized to Nige­
rians who paid their money, 
but could not make it to hajj, 
and promised that they will be 
treated specially next year, 
adding that increase in fares 
next year would not affect 
them.

He expressed hope that 
the airlift o f pilgrims on the 
return leg will be completed 
on February 1,2006.

Dr. Magnus L. Kpakol addressing the traditional ruler o f Okpekpe, His Royal Highness, 
Peter Osigbemeh, the Onwueweko o f Okpekpe clan during his tour ofEdo North... recently.

Attah commissions N120m 
projects in Akwa Ibom

N-L l  v

"ot less than N 120 mil­
lion worth of projects 
were inaugurated in 

various communities o f Uyo 
and Mkpat Enin local govern­
ment areas o f  Akwa Ibom 
State yesterday.

The projects which were 
embarked upon by the state’s 
In te r-M in is te ria l D irect 
Labour Committee form part 
o f the 134 projects built to be 
commissioned from January 
to March this year by the 
state governor.

From Edet Ekanem,
Correspondent (Uyo)

Makarfi boosts water 
supply with $41m vehicles
TI he Kaduna State gov­

ernment has taken de­
livery o f  41 vehicles 

and 100 motorcycles, as part 
o f $40.96 million boost to the 
supply o f quality water to the 
people in all parts o f the state.

The vehicles which in­
clude six water tankers, one 
articulated truck (trailer), a 
Toyota Coaster bus and 32 
pick-up vans are costed with 
the 100  m otorcycles at 
N225,407,800.

G overnor Ahm ed 
Mohamme<| Makarfi, who 
commissioned the vehicles 
yesterday at the Malali Wa­
ter Works, Kaduna, said the 
vehicles are for the mainte­
nance of water treatment fa­
cilities, routine water quality 
sampling, detection o f leak­
ages and repair of distribution 
network, as well as data col­
lection.

“Kaduna State govern­
ment secured a credit facility 
o f $40.96 million from the 
World Bank in September, 
2004 for the implementation of 
the National Urban Water 
Sector Reform  Project jn

From AbduIRaheem Aodu,
Correspondent (Kaduna)

Kaduna, Zaria, Kafanchan, 
Zonkw a, Sam inaka and 
Kagoro. World Bank pro­
vided $34.86 million through 
the International Develop­
ment Association, while the 
state government provided 
$6  million counterpart fund­
ing.

“The project was aimed at 
improving level o f service

delivery through restoration 
of water treatment facilities to 
their original state and im­
proving the financial viability 
o f the water board.

He said the project was 
expected to achieve improve­
ments in the level o f produc­
tion o f quantity and quality 
as well as revenue generation 
through components like re­
habilitation, procurement of 
equipments, consultancy ser­
vices and capacity building.

Speaking at the commis­
sioning o f  the projects at 
Ediene Ikot Obio Imo and 
Obio Etoi, both in Uyo, the 
state governor, Arc. (Obong) 
Victor Attah, said the state 
governm ent had last year 
commissioned 93 of similar 
projects executed by the com­
mittee at various communities 
in the state, adding that the 
gesture was to fulfill policy 
thrust o f his administration 
aim ed at b ring ing  about 
socio-economic transforma­
tion o f the state.

Obong Attah hinted that 
before March 31,2006 76 elec­
tricity 16 mini-water and 42 
sundry projects totaling 134 
projects w ill be com m is­
sioned, explaining that late in 
the year 2004 he approved a 
total o f 812 projects for the 
330 wards in the state and felt 
satisfied that the indigenous 
contractors performed well 
within the time limits on 632 
projects, but urged others 
who are at various stages of 
completion to put in more ef­
forts or have the contracts 
revoked.

The governor, who prom­
ised to provide funds to the

FG plans new service scheme for LG staff
I!’n its bid to improve mo­

rale of workers at the local 
-government level, the fed­

eral government has moved 
to initiate a new scheme of 
service for employees.

To this end, a 10-man 
committee has been set up to 
review the existing condition 
o f service for local govern­
ment employees.

The Minister of Intergov­
ernmental Affairs, Youth De­
velopment and Special Du­
ties, Col. Musa Mohammed 
(rtd), while inaugurating the 
com m ittee yesterday, said 
that “motivation is a veritable

way o f getting the best out of 
workers o f an organization 
and since the scheme pro­
vides a credible career struc­
ture for local government em­
ployees com parable w ith 
what obtains in the civil ser­
vice o f the federation at both 
the state and federal levels, I 
believe we are on the right 
path in getting the best out 
of our LG staff.”

The review, according to 
the minister, should “provide 
the avenue to correct the er­
rors and omissions observed 
in the old scheme o f service 
so that the new one will give

the local governm ent em­
ployees a document they will 
all be proud of.” The commit­
tee has one month within 
which to submit its report.

Responding, the chair­
man of the committee, Mr. Jo­
seph A. A labi, pledged to 
complete its assignment and 
produce a comprehensive re­
port that will recognize vari­
ous observations at the local 
government areas to be vis­
ited even though a recent 
workshop had made recom­
mendations in that regard.

committee for prompt pay ­
ments to contractors, urged 
benefiting communities not to 
see the facilities as govern­
ment-owned, but to liaise with 
the po lice  and v ig ilan te  
groups to protect the facili­
ties from  theft and 
vandalisation.

W hile appealing to the 
people o f the state for harmo­
nious and peaceful co-exist- 
ence for more development 
p ro jec ts , he also assured 
communities which have not 
benefited from the projects 
during  the p rev ious and 
p resen t phases o f  the 
programmes to remain calm as 
the government is doing ev­
erything possible to take care 
o f their needs during the next 
phase o f the exercise.

Project commissioned by 
the government on his first 
day include electrification 
project at Ikot Ebo, Nung 
Asang Ikono, Obio Etoi, D- 
Line Ewet Housing Estate. 
Atan Ofot, Osongama Estate

O thers are mini w ater 
project at Ediene Ikot Obio 
Imo and sundry projects at 
Jubilee Primary School Aka 
Offot and Four towns sec­
ondary School, all in Uyo lo­
cal government area and simi­
lar projects in Mkpat Enin 
LGA’s.

In his remarks at the oc­
casion, the Commissioner for 
Finance who is also the chair­
man, Inter-Ministerial Direct 
Labour Coordinating Commit­
tee, Mr. Umana Okon Umana, 
thanked the governor for his 
in te rest in the p ro jec ts  
through regular release o f 
fund for the completion of 
projects.

He said a lthough the 
com m ittee has com pleted 
other projects such as 42,000 
dual desks to primary schools 
in the state and renovation/ 
rehabilitation o f 182 class­
room s b locks, hosp ita ls  
wards, doctors’ quarters and 
laboratories will be commis- 
sioned in the next phase.___
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pregnancy
I n a move to check the 

reported ram pant cases 
o f  abandoned children 

within the town o f Funtua 
local governm ent area o f  
K a ts in a  S ta te , the  local 
g o v e rn m en t has so far 
re co rd ed  tw en ty  th ree  
p re g n a n t w om en ou t o f  
wedlock.

The local governm ent 
council w ill according to 
report sponsor DNA test in 
the state hospital.

First batch 
ofKwara 
pilgrims 

arrive Dorin
T he firs t b a tch  o f  

pilgrims from Ilorin 
zone arrived the Ilorin 

^-International A irpo rt 
y es te rd ay  aboard  Kabo 
Airline from Jeddah.

The Boeing 747 aircraft 
marked Dr. M. A. Dankabo 
Jarm an K ano a rrived  the 
Ilorin International Airport at 
abou t 11.40am  w ith 478 
pilgrims from Kwara, Ondo 
and Ekiti States.

Speaking with Daily Trust 
on arrival, both the chairman 
o f  O ndo S ta te  P ilg rim s 
Welfare Board, Alhaji Idris 
Balogun and Alhaji Ibrahim 
Oniye, an official o f  Kwara 
S tate  P ilg rim s B oard 
d esc rib ed  th e ir  trip  as 
successful.

Alhaji Ibrahim Oniye also 
com m ended  G overno r 
Bukola Saraki for his effort in 

'ensuring that the trip was 
successful to and fro Saudi 
Arabia, adding that about 268 
pilgrims from the state arrived 
aboard  the K abo A irline, 
yesterday.

However, the arrival and 
check in o f the pilgrims was 
not properly coordinated by 
SAHCO Sky Power Handling 
Company Limited charged 
with that responsibility as 
there were no adequate buses 
to convey the pilgrims who 
looked exhausted from the 
tarm ac to the p rocessing  
centre.

Similarly, other agencies 
involved in the handling of 
the arrival o f pilgrims were 
consciously missing except 
the airport manager, Alhaji 
Garba Ringim, who was on 
hand  to ensure  o rderly  
conduct o f the pilgrims while 
d isem b ark in g  from  the 
aircraft. > i -li ^
 —•p"“1-f—ft—ry—*tr;-n-^r..

/  tj j ' X n

F r o m  L a w a l  I b r a h im ,
Correspondent, Katsina

The su p e rv iso ry  
councilor o f  Funtua local 
government on educational 
and  so c ia l se rv ice s  
departm ent, A lhaji Shehu 
Lado M aikaka, w ho was 
quoted  in the sta te  radio 
over the weekend, said the 
co u n c il w as fo rced  to 
undertake the measure due 
to  re c e n t cases  o f
abandoned children within 
the area.

He sa id , bo th  the 
suspects and their parents 
would be taken for the DNA 
test in order to avoid mistake 
and  u n n e c e ssa ry
su sp ic io n s , w h ile  the 
confirm ed person must be 
ask ed  to pay a m o n th ly  
feeding allowance o f at least 
N 1,500 to the baby’s family. 
A side  from  o th e r 
d iscip linary  m easure that 
would be taken against them.

He then urged parents in 
the area to ensure proper 
good upbring ing  o f  the ir 
ch ild ren  by checking the 
type o f  friends they go out 
with.

In a related development, 
the council has directed for 
the census o f  all madmen and 
women roaming the streets 
o f  Funtua w ith a view  to 
evacuating them.

A lh a ji S hehu  Lado 
Maikaka who supervised the 
local government education 
and  so c ia l se rv ic e s  
department, said it was the 
chairm an who directed all 
councilors to bring reports 
o f  lunatics in their respective 
w ards fo r the co uncil to 
sp o n so r th e ir  p o ss ib le  
treatment in either Katsina or 
Kano Psychiatric Hospitals.

Efforts by Daily Trust to 
secure further comment from 
the local chairman on phone 
proved abortive.

From left are Dr. Hakeem Baha Ahmed, the Perm. Sec., Ministry o f  works, Hon. Chuma Nzeribe, Chairman Committee on D i\j\ter  
Management and Emergency, Hon. Tunde Salau, Chairman Organising Committee and the Director General o f  NEMA. Mhaji 
Salihu Shuaibu Makarfi during the two-day National Summit on Disaster Management organised by the Presidency in conju, rum 
with House o f  Representatives Committee on Disaster Management held at the State House, Abuja-.yesterday. Pix: Joe Oro> e.

Rivers govt vows to protect lives 
of foreigners
T he 

St 
ha

le governor o f Rivers 
State, Dr. Peter Odili, 
has assu red  B ritish  

c itiz en s  th a t the sta te  
government would continue 
to ensure their safety in the 
state, even as he has called 
for the establishm ent o f  a 
co n su la r o ffice  in Port 
Harcourt to make it easier for 
people o f  the state traveling 
to  get v isas  to  U n ited  
Kingdom.

The governor, who was 
speaking when the British 
Deputy High Commissioner, 
Mr. Peter Watertvorth, called 
on him in Port Harctourt, said 
he w as saddened  by the 
d ev e lo p m en t in  B ayelsa  
where some foreigners had 
been captured, saying that he 
would collaborate with his 
colleagues in other states to 
resolve the problem s and 
ensure the safety o f lives and

From Ikenna Emeka 
Okpani, Bureau C h ie f (Port 

Harcourt)

property in the Niger Delta. 
The governor prom ised to 
in te rv en e  to  ensu re  the 
safety and early release of the 
men.

“We would continue to 
do our best in ensuring that 
the environment is cordial, 
hea lthy , frien d ly  and 
hospitable and your citizens 
have comfort while living and 
working here,” he said, and 
th an k ed  the  B ritish  
gov ern m en t fo r w hat he 
ca lled  a ra re  h o sp ita lity  
extended to them when they 
visited Britain last year.

He called on the consular 
general to consider the issue 
o f a British consular office in 
Port Harcourt to facilitate the 
process o f securing visa by 
peop le  from  the area

especially sick people seeking 
medical attention in the UK.

He cited two incidents in 
the past w here visas were 
denied sick people, despite 
the fact that hospitals for 
th e ir  trea tm en t had been 
secu red  in the  U n ited  
Kingdom.

Earlier, the British envoy 
had described Rivers State as 
a very important state to both 
Nigeria and Britain as most of 
its nationals were working in 
the state for both the interest 
o f  the nation and the UK. He 
sa id  the B ritish  peop le  
working in the area needed

the p ro te c tio n  o f  i 
government in the state 
enable them  have a go 
working stay in the count 

The visit we g a th e r  
not unconnected wi th 
recent spate o f  a ttack ' 
B ritish  in te res t a 
kidnapping o f  some 
nationals in parts o f the \  
Delta. The kidnapper >. 
now asking for the release 
the fo rm er governo r 
Bayelsa State, Chief D ie- '. 
A lam eyeseigha and \  h 
A sari D okubo a n d  
substantial ransom beti 
they are released.

Kwara to assist trainee 
student farmers

a :

A cross section o f participants during the National Summit on Disaster Management and Emergency 
Preparedness organised by the Presidency in conjuction with House o f  Representatives Committee on 
Disaster Management held at the State House, Abuja...yesterday. Pix: Joe Orove.
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bout 1 0 0  you ths 
undergoing training 

.at the Malete Youth 
In teg ra ted  A g ricu ltu re  
Training Farm in Moro local 
government o f  Kwara State, 
are to be provided loans to 
em bark  on com m ercia l 
farming after completion of 
their training.

C onducting journalists 
round  the tra in in g  farm  
yesterday, the farm manager, 
Mr. Collins Spain, said the 
youths comprising 13 females 
and 87 m ales w ould  be 
tra in ed  in  m odern  farm  
management for 12 months in 
cassava, maize yam, poultry 
and fish production.

He said the ultimate aim 
w as to  m ake the  you ths 
commercial farmers and self 
employed citizens who would 
make fortunes in agriculture 
having acquired modem farm 
techniques involving land 
preparation, crop planting, 
p lan n in g  and  farm

From Abdulrazaq Adi
Correspondent (Ih ■

management.
... 4U JU L... J.i Ai -

According to Spur 
percent o f  the studcr - 
D iploma, H igher Nan 
D ip lom a and  Un i v . '  
g raduates, w hile the  
comprise school cert , 
primary certificate hoi de

Also speaking dur 
visit, the special ass 
you th  em pow erT, 
Barrister Muyideen . 
disclosed that the :r 
farm was fully equip \  
required agricultural in?., 
enhance the training , . 
while recreation facility- 
in place would comr>u 
the stu d en ts  trai- 
programme.

A lready , the Nla 
C om m unity  has d o n . 
1000  hectares o f  lin e  
expansion programme . 
training scheme out ■ i 
250 h ec ta re s  have  - 
cleared for the next p. 
season on the farm.

Kastina moves to
check unwanted



Kanu 
reconciled to 

substitute role
N igeria striker Nwa- 

nkwo Kanu is recon 
ciled to a substitute’s 
rule at the African Nations 

Cup after fracturing his chee­
kbone.

Kanu, who came on in the 
second half of Nigeria’s open­
ing Group D 1 -0 win over Gh­
ana, needed surgery after be­
ing injured playing for West 
Brom wich A lbion against 
Reading on Jan. 7.

“ I have to wait up to three 
or four weeks before I can re­
ally start to play,” Kanu told 
reporters after training on 
Tuesday.

“It doesn’t mean I can’t 
play football but I have to be 
cautious and careful.”

Asked if  it was a gamble 
to have played against Gha­
na, he said: “It was, but right 
now I’m okay. I train every ti­
me so I feel good.

“If w e’re winning 2-0 or 
3-0 there’s no point me com­
ing on. But if it’s difficult, of 
course you have to come on.” 

Kanu is optimistic about 
Nigeria’s chances in Egypt, 
despite the team unexpect­
edly failing to qualify for the 
World Cup in Germany.

“We are equal to the task, 
we are one o f the strongest 
teams in this competition,” he 
said. “The first game is always 
difficult but at least we got 
the three points and we have 

i to build on that.”
As for their prospects in 

12006 after reaching the Na­
tions Cup semi-finals in 2004,

| Kanu said: “The spirit is high,
I everyone wants to play and I 
j believe we can do better than 
that.

“We want to prove a lot 
I o f  people wrong. The World 
! Cup was a disappointment 
but we have to move on. This 
is a big tournament.

“Whether you’re going to 
j  the World Cup or not, every- 
i one wants to win it.”

Nigeria got off to a wor­
rying start in Egypt when 
midfielder Paul Obiefule col­
lapsed during a training ses- 

| sion last week. On the bench 
on Monday against Ghana, 
he trained on Tuesday.

“It was a shock,” said Ka­
nu, who needed heart sur- 
geiy soon after joining Inter 
Milan in 1996 for a life-threat- 
ening condition.

“Nobody could believe it 
because he was okay and 
suddenly it happened. It’s not 
only heart problems that cau- 

| se people to fall on the field 
though.”

Kanu has set up his own 
foundation to pay for heart 

| operations for African young- 
| sters.

“I think it’s the biggest 
j achievement I’ve made in my 
life - to save lives,” he said.

EGYPT 2006 AFRICAN CUP OF NATIONS
Okocha not sure for Zimbabwe
The team coordinator of 

the Super Eagles here 
at the Africa Nations 
Cup, Sumonu Bello Osagie, 

has said that it is not yet cer­
tain if  Austin Jay Jay Okocha 
will be available for Nigeria’s 
next match against Zimbabwe.

Eagles captain, Okocha, 
missed the Group D opener 
against Ghana on Monday 
because o f  a thigh injury, 
which officials say is not se­
rious.

The Eagles take on Zim­

babwe on Friday in their next 
match and Bello Osagie said, 
Tuesday, on Okocha’s state: 
“Okocha is fast responding 
to treatment, though I cannot 
say if  he will be available for 
the Zimbabwe match or not.

“W hat I can say, how ­
ever, is that he is working 
hard to regain his fitness 
quickly.

“He goes to the gym ev­
eryday and he is desperate to 
get into action.

“But let me assure Nigeri­

ans that w e’ll not rush any­
thing. I think it’s too early to 
make any pronouncement on 
Jay Jay ’s chances against 
Zimbabwe.”

Bello-Osagie would go on 
to describe the Super Eagles 
players here in Port Said as 
thoroughbred professionals.

This com m endation is ' 
com ing  in the w ake o f  
Nigeria’s victory over Ghana 
on Monday.

“I’m happy to inform Ni­
gerians at home that the Su­

per Eagles have so far be­
haved themselves here in Port 
Said.

“The boys were in high 
spirit after their victory over 
Ghana, but they did not allow 
that to get into their heads.

“They keep indoors when 
they don’t have anything do­
ing and even as I’m talking to 
you this morning (Tuesday, 
Jan. 24), ihey are all in their 
rooms.

“The beys are highly fo­
cused and th ? concentration 
here has been i onderful.

“I can only praise their pro­
fessionalism and sense o f pa­

triotism. They have  ̂< 
ported themselves so \ 
like thoroughbred pr 
sionals that they are " 

Bello’s commendai 
a clear contrast to the ■ 
tion in the Eagles car : 
this same stage o f the c ■ 
pionship two years ag 
Tunisia when three pla 
Yakubu Aiyegbeni, \  , 
Agali and Celestine H i 
yaro, were expelled 
camp for breach of can1 
les, less than 24 hours i 
Nigeria’s 1 -0 loss to th . 
las Lions o f  Morocco ir 
ir first game of Tunisia J

Drogba leads 
Cote d’Ivoire 
to second win

n early goal from Didier 
Drogba led-Elephants 

.o f Cote d ’Ivoire to 
their second successive win at 
the African Nations Cup finals 
on Tuesday, a 2-1 triumph over 
Group A opponents Libya.

The World Cup finalists, 
who beat Morocco 1 -0 on Sat­
urday thanks to a Drogba pen­
alty, are now on the cusp of 
the quarter-finals while Libya 
have been effectively elimi­
nated.

Chelsea striker Drogba put
Okocha missed the Group D opener against Ghana. It is not yet certain if  he will be available 
against Zimbabwe.

Yekini salutes EaglesN ig e ria ’s legendary match against their crack ri- speaking 1 am happy with thelgeria s legendary 
striker, R ashidi 
Yekini has saluted 

the Super Eagles for their gal­
lant display which earn them 
three points in their group D

against 
vals, the Black Stars of Ghana.

Yekini who lead Nigeria to 
the Cup o f Nations final in 
1994 in Tunisia, said from his 
base in Ibadan, “Sincerely

speaking I am happy with the 
victory, for it is not easy play­
ing against a team like Ghana. 
For that our boys deserve 
acknowledgment.”

The m an th a t ho lds

Pi
...Odegbami too
ment soccer pun arp pvtrpmplvwpal^rom inent soccer pun 

dits have continued to 
reac t to the Super 

Eagles Nations Cup victory 
against the Black Stars o f 
Ghana Monday courtesy of 
Taye Taiwo’s superb free kick.

Former Green Eagles skip­
per, Chief Segun Odegbami 
described the Eagles perfor­
mance as superb, saying it’s 
one o f the best matches in the 
championship so far. “It’s a 
fantastic performance, there’s 
still room for improvement, a 
few areas to tighten up, but 
I’m very impressed."

M athem atica l Segun 
Odegbami who has a place in 
history as a m ender o f  then 
Green Eagles squad that won 
the Nations Cup for Nigeria

for the first time in 1980 did 
not see the Senegalese as a 
particularly brilliant team, 
noting that their performance 
against Zimbabwe is an indi­
cation that they will have it 
tough aga in st the Super 
Eagles.

He told brilafm.net “the 
Senegalese played fairly well, 
not brilliantly at all, the Zim­

babweans are extremely weak, 
but the Eagles are playing at 
a terrific pace, I believe the 
team will get better with ev­
ery match.”

Odegbami while acknowl­
edging that there is still room 
for improvement is confident 
that this Super Eagles squad 
can win the third Nations Cup 
trophy for Nigeria.

R E S U L T S
Libya 1, Cote d ’ Ivoire 2 
Morocco 0, Egypt 0

T oday’'} fixtures
Angola vs Congo 4:15 pt^ 
Cameroon vs Togo 7:00 pm

N igeria’s individual highest 
goal-scoring record in the Cup 
o f Nations with 13 goals how­
ever advised the team to en­
deavour to play “as one fam­
ily  as the  com petition  
progresses.”

In the words o f the legend­
ary striker, “If  they can play 
together as one, they will en­
joy themselves and the game. 
And this too will make them 
go very far in the champion­
ship.”

Yekini also described the 
Ghanaians, “As a very hard 
nut to crack and it will require 
a very talented side like Nige­
ria to beat a team like the Black 
Stars. It was not an easy game”

He urged the Eagles not to 
allow the victory to becloud 
their approaches in the re­
maining games.

According to the former 
African Footballer o f the Year, 
“They should realize that they 
still have a long road to go and 
the coaches still have a lot o f 
work to do, especially on the 
te?ir^% defence.B ut on, tjae 
whole, I wish them the best in 
Egypt.”

the Ivorians one up aftc- 
mistake by Libya goalkeep. 
Muftah Ghzalla in the ' 
minute.

Ghzalla appeared to I . . 
smothered a shot by Arc >u: .. 
Kone but allowed the ba 
slip from his grasp, allow t . 
Kone to set up Drogba 
an easy goal from  cl 
range.

The Iv o rian s squ i 
dered two good chance 
add to their tally when K 
and Drogba went wide \ 
close-range headers.

Libya, hammered 3-i 
hosts Egypt in the oper 
game o f the toumameni 
Friday, grew in confide 
after several swift passu r 
moves and equalised i 
m inutes before halftiii - 
through Abdelsalam K 
mis.

Ita lian -b ased  w in - 
Jihad M untaser pulled  a 
cross back into the path * 
the tall Khamis, who tir . 
his run perfectly to Ik 
home.

It was Libya’s first g 
at the finals since their se- 
final appearance 24 year' 
ago.

Drogba went close to n. 
storing the Elephants' lea.: 
when he swivelled to h 
snap shot narrowly wide n  
the 50th minute.

Libya nearly went 2- 1 in 
fron t 14 m inu tes la te r 
through Nader Kara.

Kara, back after suspcr 
sion, missed the target v. 
only keeper Jean-Jacqu^ > 
Tizie to beat following a n l , 
interchange o f passes.

But the Ivorians clir.. 
hed victory when Ghzalla 
flapped at a high ball an 
Gneri Yaya Toure headed r  
from under the crossbar.

Cote d ’Ivoire’s progr. 
into the last eight and L ' 
ya’s fate in the eompctit' - 
is likely to be determined ti­
the result o f the Egypt-N! 
rocco game.
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Football pundits attempt answering some tough posers on the 25th African Cup of Nations

Names of 
respondent

Which country 
will win the 

Cup?

Which player 
will emerge 
top scorer?

Who will be the 
revelation of the 

tournament?

Which team will V 
be the biggest 

of flop?

Vhich pi ayer will 
be the highest 

scorer?

Which team will be 
the dark horse?

How far will 
Nigeria go

ShargeeOrkula 

(Daily Independent)

Camcroun Samuel Eto’o
|

John Mikel Togo El-Hadji Diouf Guinea Semi-fin.i

JideOpara
(National
Interest)

Cameroun Samuel Eto’o Too early to say Togo Too early to say DR Congo Semi-fir. i

Fidelis Ebu 
(Vanguard)

Can’t say now Samuel Eto’o — South Africa Didier Drogba ---- Final

Richard Jideaka 
(Sun)

■

Can’t say now Samuel Eto’o Too early to say Togo Chamaekh DR Congo Final

DeleOgunseemi
(Tribune)

Nigeria Samuel Eto’o Too early to say Togo Too early to say DR Congo Final

OlawaleAlabi
(Kick Off)

Nigeria Samuel Eto’o
|

TayeTaiwo Angola Sheyi Adebayor DR. Congo Final

David Ngobua 
(Abuja Inquirer)

Nigeria Dos Santos Guinea Togo Sheyi Adebayor DR Congo Final

Onah Iduh 
(Daily Trust)

Nigeria Samuel Eto’o
"

Taye Taiwo Togo Nwankwo Kanu Ivory Coast Final

GARKIII ULTRA MODERN MARKET

rm *

CURRENT PRICE LIST
N O  S H O P  TYPE PRICE N  P E R -U N IT

l A - Type (Lock-ups) 156 16m2 2,300,400:00

2 B &  C  (T.ock-ups) 1648 9m 2 1,519,950:00

3 D uplex  Shops 31 98ni2 12,760,350:00

4 W arehouses 24 36m 2 4,403,425:00

5. C lin ic  Facility (Purpose Built) 1 210m 2 24,882,500:00

6 B anking Facility 2 570ni2 60,712,250:00

7 O pen  Stall 496 4m 2 756,800:00

8 R estaurants w ith  servery 8 170ni2 20,172,000:00

9. C old Room s 40 15tn2 2,158,500:00

10 M eat Shops 64 tablet/ClMirs 4m 2 591,250:00

11 C hicken  Shops 108 cagfVCliaifs 4tn2 354,750:00

12. Luxury' Shops 62 44ni2 6,972,000:00

LOCATION: Garki II, Abuja.
FEATURE/INFRASTRUCTURE-^ Fire Scrvicc Station, Policc Station, Public Convcnicnccs, 
M osque, Refuse D um p, Beautiful Environm ent, Water, Electricity, Ample Parking Space,
C e n tra l  G e n e ra to r

i i R M S  O F  P A Y M E N T —-------------------------------------------- m
■ M in im u m  o f  30%  P ay m en t on  A pp lica tion  guaran tees P rov isiona l A llocation .

T h e  balance payable in 4 equal in s ta llm en ts  N O T  la te r th a n  S ep tem ber, 2006.
E arly  p ay m en t gua ran tees  a llocation .

■ O u tr ig h t (o n e  tim e ) p ay m e n t m ade  b e tw ee n  O c to b e r  2005 to  M arch , 2006 attracts  5%  D isco u n t 
and  also p ro tec t the  payer against fu tu re  rise  in p r it  .

a . O n ly  p ay m en ts  of-up  to  80%  will n o t be affected by any fu tu re  price  increase  as m ay  be occasioned  
b y  in fla tionary  tren d s  in  th e  coun try .

APPLICATION: A pplication b rochu re /fo rm s arc available a t the  fo llow ing designated 
p o in t for the  sum  o f  N5,000, U rb an  Shelte r L im ited ofFiccs in A buja and  Lagos, P ro ject Site 
in G arki II A buja, First Bank o f  N igeria  Pic, branches N a tionw ide  O r  any o f  o u r  Sales 
Representative N ationw ide.

■All paym en t shou ld  be m ade in to  U rb an  Shelters  L im ited G arki II 
U ltra  M o d ern  m arket A c c o u n t  N o . 4562030000833 w ith  First 
B ank N igeria  Pic. nationw ide.

For Subscription <& detail information, please contact______

O nuoha: 08044104358. Salisu: 08055603057, Arninu: 08055269579, 
Greg: 08035868891, Femi: 08036585148, Taofiq: 08055104151
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It’s f  
game at 
a time

- Eguavoen

Austin Eguavoen has 
said that it was crucial 
that the Eagles won their 
opening Group D match against 

rivals Ghana here in Port Said 
but they will continue take each 
game as it comes.

“It was most important that 
we won this game but at the 
same time, we will not be taking 
anything for granted and will 
instead take each game as a cup 

i final,” Eguavoen said.
“There is still a lot of woik to 

! be done on the team but this 
i victory will ccrtainly make the job 
| a lot easier. It has taken some 
pressure off us. But we will not 

| relax because our objective 
; remains to win this competition.” 

The Eagles campaign will be 
further boosted by the availa­
bility of Rennes forward John 
Utaka who has served out his 
suspension from the red card 
he received against Algeria in 
September.

“Utaka is a key member of my 
team and he has been doing well 
in training. We are only too hap­
py to have him back,” said Egua­
voen.

The Eagles coach also war­
ned that Zimbabwe wlxxn Nigeria 

| beat home and away during the 
i qualifying tournament will be no 
pushovers on Friday.

“We may have defeated them 
■ both at home and away but we 
| all saw what they did against 
Senegal but for a few mistakes 
they could have got a result for 

I themselves.
This is a different team from 

the one we played against in 
I Abuja and this time they have 
j  everything to play for as against 
i when we beat them 5-1 in 
Abuja,” he explained.

Meanwhile, Eguavoen des­
cribed the game against Ghana 

j  was a difficult one, though 
Nigeria was able to triumph at 
the end.

He said: “The game against 
Ghana was a very difficult one. 
When Nigeria play against 
Ghana, it’s always a tough tie.

“We have three reasons to 
be happy with this result: We 
won the game, which was very 
important, Ornma won the best 
player o f  the match and we won 

i the best support as you could 
see our fans everywhere ” 

Wilson Ornma won MTN’s 
Best Player award, while 
G hana’s captain, Stephen 
Appiah. was chosen fo> the LG 
F air Play award of the match.

Ap| tiah said: “Pm very happy 
with tb* w a y  we played We lost 
concentration towards th - end 
n id P iifria  scored 

‘ It could be painful to lose 
i  this way but mat’s football ’

A F T E R M A T H  O F  N IG E R IA /G H A N A  C R A C K E R

Oruma: No, I’m not under pressure
WiV-un Oruma, who A fter carting  aw ay the an<  ̂ they tried to frustrate as our next match ana that waiting for Nigeria but «<. re

emerged best pla­
yer after Monday’s 

A fric?  N a tio n s  C up e n ­
counter between the Super 
E agles and G hana B lack 
Stars, said that he was not 
u n d e r any  p re ssu re  to 
perform because Augustine 
Jay Jay Okocha was absent 
from the game.

It is b e lie v e d  th a t the 
fo rm er G o ld en  E a g le ts  
c a p ta in  on ly  m ade the 
E a g le s  lin e  up a g a in s t 
G hana  b e cau se  o f  the  
injury-enforced absence o f 
captain Okocha.

Oruma said o f  Okocha’s 
absence.

“ Jay  Jay  rem a in s  ou r 
captain and it would have 
been  n ice  to  have him  
around on the pitch, but he 
was very supportive even 
as he was on the bench and 
1 d idn’t feel any pressure.

“He urged us before the 
game to be ourselves and go 
out there to do the country 
proud.”

carting  aw ay 
aw ard  fo r b e s t p lay e r, 
in s ti tu te d  by sp o n so rs , 
MTN, at the end o f  Super 
Eagles 1-0 win over Ghana 
M onday  e v en in g ,
O lym pique  M arse ille  o f  
France ace, W ilson Oruma, 
w as fu ll o f  p ra ise s  to 
almighty God.

He said: “First o f  all, I 
have  to  th a n k  G od fo r 
making this possible.

Glory be to God in the 
highest.

“Also, I thank my team ­
mates. It was a team effort 
and I want to thank them 
v e ry  m uch fo r a ll th e ir  
support.

“1 also want to dedicate this 
aw ard to all our coaches: 
A ustin  E guavoen, D aniel 
Amokachi and Samson Siasia.

“They’re making us work 
h a rd  to  m ake us fit and  
become a great team in this 
tournament.

“Today (M onday) w e’re 
ab le  to prove ou rse lves. 
Ghana were too defensive

Egyptian fan tips 
Eagles for Cup

Though Egypt won its 
opening game at the on­
going Nations Cup on 
home soil, convincingly bea­

ting Libya 3-0, many Egyptians 
are still skeptical of their team 
winning the competition.

In fact Nigeriansportson- 
line.com can report that some 
Egyptian fans, like Mahmoud 
Sadek, are already conceding the 
trophy to the Super Eagles of 
Nigeria 

Mahmoud Sadek, 43, who says 
he is an Engineer and resides in 
the Port City of Alexandria in 
Egypt, told nigeriansports- 
onlme.com in a chat that the Super 
Eagles ofNigeria are the strongest 
side in the competition and are sure 
to win it 

“You (Nigeria) will win the j 
Nations Cup,” Sadek said in | 
response to a query1 on who he | 
thinks would win die Nations Cup.

“We, Egyptians, know your | 
team (Eagles) so well and we j  
believe they are the strongest skle 
in the competition.

“I don’t see us (Egypt) winning 
it because we have a very i 
inexperienced side with little j  

known stars like Mido.
“But you Nigerians have | 

(Obafemi) Martins, (John) Ltaka 
and Jay Jay (Okocha). I don’t see j  

any side in this competition that 
can stop you (Nigeria) from 
winning it,” Sadek said 
emphatically.

The 43 year old. wlio claims to 
run a big engineering outfit in 
Alexandria, went on to reveal thal ! 
he is a big fen of the Super Eagles 
and he and other fans were already 
mobilising to go and watch the 
Eagles play theirren Mining group 
matches in another Egyptian port 
city, Port Said.

i ’m a true fan of your team 
(Eagles) and always love the way i 
they play I JKei said car! ter we km >w j 
so much about your sidcand there 
; re so many fans o' y-xir national 
tsamhere mAiexan ina 

‘  We are alreaoy mobilising i  
ourselves to go wt.t* them play 
in Poit Said The Nasons Cup is

going on fine, but left to me it’s a 
foregone conclusion, you (Nigeria) 
will win it,” Mahmoud Sadek told 
nigeriansportsonline.com 

The Super Eagles next take on 
the Warriors ofZimbabwe in their 
second group game on Friday, alter 
beating the Black Stars of Ghana 
1-0 in their opening game of the 
competition on Monday.

us. We a lw ay s  knew  it 
would only take a goal to 
break them down and open 
the game up.

“Taye made the difference 
for us by scoring that goal 
and we can only continue 
from  there. I t ’s all about 
team work.

“Today, it w as T aye, 
tomorrow it could be me or 
K anu o r A ghah o w a or 
someone else.

“The next game is very 
important also. We’ll work 
with our coaches to fashion 
ou t an o th e r th ree  po in ts  
from there.

“This is the Nations Cup 
and you cannot underrate 
anybody.

“We saw what happened 
d u rin g  the  W orld Cup 
qualifiers, so you can’t write 
o ff any team. We just have 
to focus on our games and 
tak e  o u r o p p o n en ts  
seriously.”

Oruma believes the Eagles 
beat G hana because they 
were hungrier.

“ I th in k -th e  team  tha t 
wanted the match most won 
the  day. We w ere v e ry  
p o s it iv e  th ro u g h o u t the  
match and we deserved to 
win.”

D espite the im pressive 
victory on Monday, Oruma 
is c au tio u s  o f  N ig e r ia ’s 
chances at Egypt 2006.

“ W ell, w e ’re no t there  
yet,” the former Insurance 
o f  Benin m idfielder said, 
“bu t the m ost im portan t 
thing is to take the matches 
one by one.

“Now we have Zimbabwe

should be our focus.
“We know' every team  is

waiting for Nigeria 1 
also ready. We’ll ta* 
games match by m au 1

Oruma emerged best player after Monday’s clash avai 
Ghana

Ghanaian press bow to Eagles
T

lhe general consensus 
of Ghanaian journalists 
here in Port Said after

N igeria’s 1-0 defeat o f  the 
Black Stars on Monday is that 
the better team won on the

K uffour: We 
disobeyed o u r coach

G hana B lack S ta r’s 
defensive  T ro jan , 
Samuel Osei Kuffour, 

has attributed his team’s 0-1 
loss to the Super Eagles in 
M onday’s A frica  N ations 
Cup tie to their failure to play 
to instructions.

The fo rm er UEFA 
Champions League winner 
w ith  B ayern  M unich  o f  
G erm any  to ld  N ig erian - 
sportsonline.com: “We lost 
because we disobeyed our 
c o a c h ’s in s tru c tio n s!  
Everyone could see we had 
a n ice  gam e. I t ’s ra th e r 
unfortunate that we lost the 
game. The result could have 
gone cither side.

“We had tw o sco rin g  
opportunities tow ards the 
end hut we failed to take 
them.

“Nigeria had a not-too- 
c lea r chance  and they  
scored, but ! think we paid 
foi our carelessness. We lost 
concentration towards the 
end o f  the match.

“Our coach had instructed 
us to a lw ays sta tio n  
somebody in front o f  the ball 
whenever Nigeria had free- 
kick. We didn’t do that in the 
dying minutes and we paid.

“But all is not lost because 
we s till have tw o gam es 
ag a in st . Senegal and 
Zimbabwe. If  we win those 
games w e’ll go through.” 

Though K uffour w'ould 
adm it that the absence o f  
Chelsea o f  England star was 
felt by the Black Stars, the AS 
Roma o f Italy player believes 
G hana did  w ell against 
Nigeria on Monday.

The 1991 U-17 World Cup 
winner said:

“ O f cou rse  we m issed 
Essien, but I think we still 
played well in his absence.

“It would have been nice 
for him to be here. May be 
the result would have been 
different 

“B ut life  goes on. 
Hopefully, he’ll be with us lor 
the World Cup.”

day.
“Your team  (E ag les) 

deserved to w in,” blasted 
Michael Oti Adjei o f  Ball, a 
weekly soccer magazine in 
Ghana.

A d je i fu r th e r  to ld  
N i g e r i a n -  
sp o rtso n lin e .co m : “Your 
team  (Eagles) show ed they 
w an ted  the m atch  m ore . 
They created m ore scoring 
chances w hile we (G hana) 
ju s t  sat back to  soak  the 
pressure.

“O f cou rse , som eth ing  
was going to happen and 
in  th e  en d  it  d id . Y ou 
(N igeria) won. C ongrats.”

A nother G hanaian jo u r­
nalist, Sam uel A sam pong 
c o n c u r re d  th o u g h  n o t 
before pointing at M icheal 
E ssien ’s absence as their 
major problem.

“ Y ou c o u ld  see  w e 
m issed Essien very m uch 
in this m atch,” the Kotoko 
n e w sm a n  e x p la in e d  to  
N igeriansportsonline.com .

“ W ith  E ss ie n  in th is  
m atch we would not have 
played an u ltra-defensive 
3 -5 -2  p a tte rn . B u t y o u r 
team  surely  deser-ved  to 
win.

‘T m ean , you  c re a te d  
m o re  c h a n c e s  an d  th e  
result was fair.’

H o w ev er, th e re  w as a 
v o ic e  o f  u is s e n t  in th e  
m idst o f  all the accolades

for the Eagles.
France Football rep> > 

■Frank Simon told Nig. - 
sportsonline.com  thal : 
E a g le s  w ere  to o  ind 
dualistic.

“ I th in k  it  w as a \  
resu lt in  the end but 
honest w ith you, the n u : 
fell below my expecta ti.

“ Your team (Eagle-- 
particular, was very c i sa 
pointing. Your boys u . 
too  in d iv id u a lis tic  . : . 
th ink G hana played be: 
as a team .

“B ut Taye Taiw o’s g> 
w as a w inner any da> 
b ro u g h t sp a rk  to  
otherw ise dour m atch a 
I th ink  you (Eagles) nc 
to w ork hard i f  you 11 
to  go  fa r  in  th is  tou 
nam ent.”
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FALL-OUT OF NIGERIA/GHANA CLASH

T R U S T  C L A S S I F I E D
CHANGE OF NAMES

Herbs: For an  infection, itching of the private part, mucus & blood 
discharge, worm movement round the body, seeling, skin sore and waist pain, 
irregular and scapty srenses, loss of rner atmaHon, pa n il I menstrusttion and abaomrial 
pains malaria^hoid fever, gonorrhea, staph, candidiasis. T. ‘■u&ginaiis. Ecoi. Klehaseia.^

Herbs: Coifem g utamiis tir speiro pfodidrn It c specaiy fcr olgospamiB. 
aznsperm b a id  leciaspe rntia ti ii crease spemt co n tto  io nr. a I ie ue I ItoiV tikes 4 weeks 
to restore yoi rfe rtiife>/- tofe afco iaue tiealne rtfor nfe rtiliy for bolt me i aid wome i .

s i _ i r v i r v i i N i & / i v i o u n r M  o d o u r
Hs-rbs: IftJeiglt edictbi. Hp/Tsrnmy bfcstiig, fetes potbelly. aTTER PLUS; For iitena! 
cteazsiig,Cfeatses aid tietrcifyfofbocty odoi r, skit fasles.aid fiigai sfediof MouUi Odour; 
ittneafe tooIJacSe, mostt woi ids,bad breattfe, bieertitg g«m aid see tsroat

COUGHa,HYPERTENSION
bferbs: PiBiieife mpirittes it tie bbodusssefe.ltabo lurmalbes iigi bicod pi&ssi re & cardsc 
irreg i iarrties h€RBS: Its for cl rot r  coigl e g Astima, lAJioppiig coigi, TibecibSB, 
E foi d  is Tl roat ai d c» es tcos ge s tb s.L AC I ME | B *4 y Or *Bcc)
P e t  m o t e s  ( t t tm u r .  t  r e s p o n s e .
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i t  s  a  feo g a o d  f ' i  t m e  » ft; rb fty .
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Herbs: It rap cues bbod drciferfca to tie pel is tlerebv- makiig ite i larged. Htgidoid . 
tor ppmaire 'sterility poor erectfoi. qibt or bte ejaoifetoi. lack of sexie 
i i u o l i i t i . Y  em sstoi. hek of ugos raid utaliV It is i t  ftrrastin i  t e i t i  or addictive

Herbs: It contains potent Chinese and Lcx;ai herbs, t has inhibits 
on HIV.PT of infected Ml 4. Ithasstcng inlibicryeffect onthe virus uwthoLi any on 
term ads effect, t  also enhances hmunlyagai n^ H!V 12 weeks is needed -far 
hepatds B. THs isyax beg atematixe tochenicafe.

FIBROIDS.TUBAL BLOCKAGE
Herbs: for cancer (inthe breast), oral caviy, lump, melting of fibroid & c t  
growtli In the system. 4-8 wseks e. ai it takes to melt it complete^ (* 
cleanses b)od<.ad tailopian tunes. It takas 3 weehs to iestere your ferti'fc;

DIABETES.PROSTRATE^POOR SIG
Hfcrts: it brings down blocri su jar content n few weeks. It b good for b •• 
mellie ant! hsipidus. Hefte:for proper urhe retention, which leduoes the 
urination most conmon in aged people. Herbs: for poo' sight and imprcwe s-
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GRASSROOTS HEALTH CARE
INITIATIVE

T h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l ic  is  h e re b y  in fo r m e d  th a t  th e  a b o v e  n a m e d
O rg a n isa tio n  has a p p lie d  to  th e  C o rp o ra te  A ffa irs  C o m m iss io n  fo r
r e g is tra tio n  u n d e r  p a r t  ‘C ’ o f  th e  C o m p a n ie s  an d  A llie d  M atte rs
A c t,  1990 .
The Trustees are:
1. N k e reu w e n  B en so n  E ssien
2. U m o h  A m adu  A k p an  

; 3. V ic to ria  N . N w o k o ro
A im s  a n d  O b je c t iv e s :

; 1. To e m b a rk  on  G ra ss ro o t H e a lth  C are  In it ia tiv e s
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Ghana vow to fight on
B eaten Ghana Black 

Stars have blamed a 
loss in concentration 

for their narrow defeat at the 
hands o f  rivals Nigeria but 
promised that they will go for 
broke against both Senegal 

t and  Z im babw e in th e ir 
remaining group games.

“This defeaj kills m e,”

lamented defender Sammy 
Kuffour. ,

“We had a chance to 
even win the game in the first 
half only for us to lose in the 
dying minutes o f the match 
through a loss in concen­
tra tio n . But we are not 
completely beaten. We still 
have two more games to go

and we will do everything to 
win them.”

Skipper Stephen Appiah 
also shared the optimism of 
Kuffour.

“We are undaunted. We 
played well today even in the 
absence o f some o f our key 
players. We w ill keep the 
spirit high.”

Both players congratu­
lated those who stood in for 
keys stars Sulley Muntari and 
Michael Essien.

“We respect both Essien 
and Muntari but the players 
who took their places did the 
bu sin ess . We on ly  look 
forward to them joining us for 
the World Cup,” said Appiah.

Amokachi blasts Oruma is MVP
first half showing W

« n T, on rl in l-Uo -/tn ■ P 7 ▼ ▼ I

Eagles’ assistant coach 
Daniel Amokachi has 
said the team played 
| far below  par and not to 

| instructions in the first half j 
against Ghana Black Stars on 

| Monday here in Port Said.
“The boys did not play to 

instructions in the first half i 
and this almost cost us thes *
match. And so during the half j 

I time we had to do a lot o f | 
^talking to them in the locker 

room,” Amokachi revealed.
“But the most important j 

thing is that we took all three 
points.”

The Black Stars had to 
c lea r-cu t chances to go

ahead in the first period.
Amokachi, however, said 

the coaches w ill work on the 
team in time for their next 
game against Zimbabwe.

ilson Oruma was 
ad ju d g ed  the 
best player as the 

Eagles pipped rivals Ghana 
1-0 in the opening African 
N a tio n s C up G roup  D

Eagles leave Kanu behind
Pirobably as a result o f 

the euphoria from their 
1 -0 victory over Ghana 

M onday, the Eagles team 
bus left for their hotel without 
West Brom star Nwankwo 
Kanu.

Kanu, who came on as a 
second half sub in the Ghana 
match and caused the free 
kick from which Taye Taiwo 
made hay, therefore had to

find his way back to the 
team ’s hotel alone about 15 
m inu tes d rive  from  the 
stadium.

France Football reporter 
F rank  Sim on, w ho is 
covering the African Nations 
Cup, said that the bus left 
'P a p ilo ’ at the Port Said 
S tad ium  and th is again  
shov/s that some teams get 
things wrong because “they 
are overp ro tec tive  o f  the 
players”.

match played here in Port 
Said on Monday.

O rum a show ed  the 
form  that once w on him  
many fans in his days with 
the G o lden  E ag le ts . H is 
d a rin g  runs from  the 
midfield often troubled the 
Black Stars.

Nations Cup title spon­
sors MTN therefore awar­
ded him  a trophy for liis 
com m endable efforts.

“I dedicate this award to 
God who has continued to 
give me the strength to fight 
on. My teammates have also 
helped me to rediscover my 

| form,” Oruma said.
Ghana skipper Stephen 

w on the LG F a ir  P lay  Eagles defender, Taye Taiwo celebrates after banf>
award. winner against Ghana.
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Sylla warns Guinea of complacency
  . c l a s s e d  in  t h e  4 -1  r l p f e a t  tr» c r rp a t h n n p  f n r  t h p  f i i h i i p  I

w r g rit
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* uinea, surprise win 
lers over South A f

• rica, must beware o f 
; co m placency  w hen they  
meet Zambia in the African 
Nations Cup on Thursday, 
acco rd in g  to  m id fie ld e r 
Mohamed Sylla.

“Although both we and 
Tunisia won, I have a feeling 

; this group is far frSm de- 
i cided,” Sylla told Reuters in 
an interview in Alexandria on 

i Monday.
“There could still be one 

| or two turns in this group and 
if we don’t watch out, it could 
be a tight finish. My team 
mates have to make sure they 
are as com m itted  against 
Zambia as they were against 

i South Africa.”
Guinea beat South Africa 

i 2-0 while Zambia were out­

classed in the 4-1 defeat to 
Tunisia in the opening Group 
C matches last Sunday.

Sylla, left out o f Guinea’s 
starting line-up because o f  a 
back complaint, said he felt 
the team had the ability to 
improve on their performance 
at the last Nations Cup finals 
in Tunisia, where they con­
ceded a late goal against Mali 
to lose out in the quarter-fi- 
nals.’

“Everyone is setting their 
sights on the semi-finals, on 
going one better than last 
time,” he said. “There hasn’t 
been too much attention fo­
cused on us but we know 
that in our squad we have a 
lot o f good players.

“The team is young but 
alm ost all the players are 
based in Europe. It gives us

great hope for the future. I 
am only 30 but I feel like an 
old man in this group,” he 
quipped. Sylla is playing in 
his first Nations Cup after 
missing the last tournament 
for the birth o f  his first child.

Bom in the Ivory Coast, 
he made a choice as a teen­
ager to play for Guinea, where 
his father hails from.

“I was in the Ivory Coast 
junior side and played a few 
tra in in g  m atches bu t i t ’s 
good to play for my father’s 
country,” Sylla said.

Sylla grew up in the same 
neighbourhood as Ivorian 
international B onaventure 
Kalou and is godfather to 
Chelsea star Didier Drogba’s 
son. “He and I used to play 
at Le Mans together. I remem­
b er s ittin g  and w atch ing

Song to set new mark
in Togo tieigobert Song will set 

new mark for the 
lost matches played 

"at the African Nations Cup 
I finals when Cameroon meet 
I Togo in Cairo on Wednesday.

The 29-year-old, who re­
cently won his 100th cap, will 

;be playing his 25th tourna­
ment game, breaking the pre­
vious record o f 24 held by the 
form er Ivory Coast goal­
keeper Alain Gouamene.

The Cam eroon captain 
j has not missed a game at the 
tournament for his country 
since 1996 and is playing in 
his sixth finals.

The G a la ta sa ray  d e ­
fender made his 100th inter­
national ap p earan ce  in

•  • •

S a tu rd a y ’s 3-1 w in over 
A ng o la  in  th e ir  open ing  
Group B match. He became 
the sev en th  A frican  to 
achieve the feat, but the first 
from outside north Africa.

Gouamene’s mark could 
also  be surpassed  at th is 
N ations Cup by T unisian 
captain Riadh Bouazizi and 
his N igerian  co u n te rp a rt 
Austin Okocha.

Bouazizi marked his 20th 
game in six different tourna­
ments with a goal against 
Zam bia in A lexandria  on 
Sunday.

Okocha, playing in his

last to u rn am en t, m issed  
N ig e r ia ’s open ing  m atch 
against Ghana in Port Said on 
Monday but has 20 previous 
appearances to his name.

Gouamene had another 
record matched at this tour­
nament in Egypt —  his par­
ticipation in seven different 
finals having been equalled 
by the host team ’s striker 
Hossam Hassan.

Hassan, 39, has played in 
18 m atches since he first 
competed at the 1986 finals - 
the last tim e his country  
hosted the Nations Cup fi­
nals.

Champions League matches 
with him after training and 
then a few years later we were 
able to call each other to wish 
good luck for Cham pions 
League games.”

Sylla played in the com­
petition while with Celtic,

who he left for Leicester City 
at the start o f the season.

“I always knew D idier 
would become a big star but 
he is still down to earth and a 
lot o f fun. It would be nice to 
play against him in this com­
petition,” he said.
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Adebayor likely to start 
against Cameroon

Tbgo striker Emmanuel 
Adebayor is likely to 
sta rt h is c o u n try ’s 
next A frican N ations Cup 

qualifier against Cameroon 
on W ednesday, coach  
Stephen Keshi said on Tues­
day.

Adebayor was involved 
in a public slanging match 
with his coach on Saturday

night after refusing to start 
Togo’s opening game o f the 
to u rn am en t ag a in st the 
D em ocratic  R epublic  o f  
Congo.

The two traded verbal 
b low s at the po st-m atch  
news conference and Keshi 
had to be restrained from at­
tem p tin g  to con fro n t 
Adebayor on the team's bus 
in view o f reporters.

The Nigerian-born coach 
accused Adebayor of being 
a “cry baby” after being ini­
tially dropped from the team 
against the Congolese and 
then refusing to play when 
Keshi changed his mind and 
later restored him to the start­
ing line-up.

Adebayor made allega­
tions th a t K eshi was

new A rsenal signing was 
training with the team and 
Keshi struck a conciliatory 
tone  w hen he spoke to 
Reuters on Tuesday.

“It was not very profes­
sional but it has all calmed 
down now. I think he will start 
but I haven’t formalised my 
team yet.”

A debayor’s action also 
drew criticism from his team 
mates, but he was greeted 
jovially when he joined them 
for breakfast on Tuesday.

He did not want to com­
ment.

Togo lost 2-0 to the 
D em ocra tic  R epub lic  o f  
Congo in Cairo on Saturday 
and m ust avo id  d efea t 
against Cameroon in their

(  ameroon’s R igobert Song will set anew mark for the most matches played in the Nations Cup when 
the Indomitable Lions meet Togo in Cairo today.

Our Nations Cup starts against Congo
Angola, com prehen 

sively beaten in their 
.o p en in g  N ations 

Cup outing by Cameroon, 
say the tournament kicks off 
for real for them when they 
face Democratic Republic of 
Congo on Wednesday.

Angola, surprise qualifi­
ers for the World Cup, are un­
perturbed by Saturday’s 3-1 
defeat and believe they still 
can qualify from Group B 
providing they get a good 
result against the Simbas in 
Cairo. Coach Luis Oliveira 
G onca lves sa id  that 
Cameroon are in a different 
class from the rest o f  the 
group and that he did not re-

Congo and Togo to see who 
joins them,” he said.

“Cameroon are a much 
stronger side than the oth­
ers, we knew that before the 
com petition started. I f  we 
d o n ’t get a good  re su lt 
against Congo, then we will 
be worried.” Angola’s perfor­
mance at the tournament is 
under close scrutiny as some 
scep tics have questioned  
w heth er they  are  good 
enough to hold their own in 
Germany.

Their World Cup prepa

Cup qualifier in Rwanda in 
October, had been banned 
for nine months, ruling him 
out o f the trip to Germany 

The substance has not 
been revealed.

Congo kicked off with a 
surprisingly comfortable 2-0 
win over Togo, inspired by 
an impressive performance 
from captain Lomana LuaLua 
who scored one goal and set 
up the other.

However, the Congolese 
have also suffered their usual 
bout o f infighting.

They threatened not to
rations suffered another blotv-r (ace T°g°» claiming they had
l i i  a u n>c» x . not received any of their bo­on Monday when FIFA an*' ,, , , , nus p aym en ts, and onlvi
pounced  tha t d e fen d er agreed  tQ take the f je l;
Yamba Asha, who-failed » —_ —- ------- ——— —> -  *
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EDITORIAL
Hunger in East Africa
Tc

A  m

lie United Nations Food and Agricultural Organisation  
(FA O ) recently raised an alarm  that an estim ated  11 
m illion  p eop le  in fou r E ast A frican  cou n tries o f  

Som alia, K enya, D jibouti and Ethiopia are on the “brink o f  
starvation ” fo llow in g  a severe drou gh t th at has a lready  
caused som e deaths.

FAO  attributed  th is cr itica l con d ition  to the fa ilure o f  
seasonal rains exacerb ated  by p ast and  on go in g  conflicts  
lead in g  to crop  fa ilure and  d ep letion  o f  livestock  herds. 
Already, the K enyan governm ent has declared a fam ine and 
has cried out that it needs at least ISO m illion US dollars to  
feed  about 2 .5  m illion  p eop le in  the w orst hit areas, w hile  
FAO revealed that the southern part o f  Som alia is hard hit 
and needs abou t 64 ,000  tonnes o f  food  aid to survive until 
June this year. T he UN world food program m e also revealed  
that ovei*40 million US dollars are needed to stave starvation 
in  E thiopia w here about eight m illion people are currently  
rely in g  on food  aid; w hile in D jibouti, d rought cond itions  
have w orsened w ith no possible prospects o f  relief until the 
rains return som etim e in the year.

A lthough  instances o f  d rough t and d elayed  rainfall are 
alm ost norm al features in m ost regions o f  A frica, especially  
th e  “H orn o f  A frica ,” w here th is has b ecom e a lm ost a 
p e r m a n e n t p h e n o m e n o n , w e  are  a p p a lle d  th a t  th e  
govern m ents o f  th ese cou n tries con tin u e to ignore the  
fundam ental necessity to squarely tackle this problem  once 
and for all.

O u r concern  is due largely  to the fact that fam ine, food  
sh ortage or h u n ger do not occu r w ith ou t m on ths or even  
years o f  notice via shortage o f  rain, drought, locust or quela  
birds invasion , w ars and other natural d isasters that m ay  
im pede agricu ltu ra l activ ities. T he food  cris is in these  
African countries is therefore a potent indicator to the crisis 
o f  the state and  lead ersh ip  fa ilure in A frica  such  that the  
con tin en t w h ich  has argu ab ly  th e m ost fertile  land in the  
w orld has been unable to cater for the food needs o f  its people 
in  sp ite  o f  sc ien tific  and tech n o log ica l leaps in m odern  
farm ing and food production.

A frican leaders, since the end o f  colonial rule, have been  
u n ab le  or u n w illin g ly  to creative ly  form ulate any v iab le  
agricultural policy that m ake the continent self-sustainable  
in  food  prod uction  and p rocessin g . W e m u st put a stop  to 
this attitude so as to erase the denigration and stereotyping  
th at have becom e the m ark  o f  our race. O ur leaders m ust 
b u c k le  up  an d  ta k e  ex a m p les  from  A sia n  co u n tr ie s , 
e s p e c ia l ly  C h in a ,  w h ic h  d e s p i t e  th e  s e e m in g ly  
insurm ountable natural and ecological disadvantages, is not 
only  able to now  feed its billions o f  people but has becom e a 
m ajor food exporter to other countries.

F ood shortage, fam ine or  starvation  is not restricted  to  
the East African countries identified by FAO alone but rather 
a w idespread phenom enon all over the continent. Last year, 
N iger Republic w as in the news as gory pictures o f  haggard- 
looking and em aciated children and their m others suffering  
from  h u nger and starvation  w ere a ired  on in tern ation a l 
te le v is io n . H u n g er  and  m a ln u tr it io n  are  p erm a n en t  
experiences in m any countries o f  A frica, especially  Sudan, 
M ali, B urkina F aso, C had , E ritrea , U ganda and B urundi 
[while E th iop ia  had one o f  the m ost horrible and traum atic  
food  cr ises ever w itn essed  in A frica  in th e ’80s and early  

I ’90s.
W hile  there m ight not be any officia lly  declared  fam ine  

-  in som e parts o f  A frica, for instance, N igeria, it is apparent 
! th a t th ou san ds o f  p eop le, esp ecia lly  ch ild ren , d ie  d ue to  
m aln u trition  and m illions o f  fam ilies cou ld  barely  afford  
three square m eals a day.

W e urge African leaders to gird up and face the challenges 
o f  purposeful leadership, so as to  free their people from  the 
grip  o f  hunger and starvation . J h e  best w ay  to achieve this 
is to set up an AU food and agricultural body with the mandate 
to  ensure food security in A frica  through research on food  
cro p s, p rov ision  o f  policy  gu id elin es and early  w arn in g  
signals to avoid being caught o ff  guard by drought, delayed  
fa in  and o th er  natu ral c lim atic  ch an ges detr im en ta l to  
agricu ltu ra l activ ities. O u r leaders should  reconnect w ith  
th e  past w h ere A frica , w ith ou t the perq u isites o f  m odern  
tech n o logy , w as not on ly  ab le to  susta in  her p eop le, but 
through that attracted others w ho unfortunately colonised  

I Jier. T h e presen t situ ation  w here A frica  is portrayed  as a 
W eakling and in cap ab le  o f  feed in g  her p eop le is not on ly  
unacceptable, but denigrating.

M E HOST
Gbenga’s Freudian slif
o all it a Freudian slip writ large, but the controversial 

interview by the nation’s First Son (?), Gbenga, which 
The News o f January 16 used as its cover story must 

rank as arguably the greatest damage anyone has done to the 
image and substance o f President Olusegun Obasanjo’s ad­
ministration. The title the magazine’s General Editor, Ademola 
Adegbamigbe, used for his preface to the story, “Venom of 
Baba’s son”, couldn’t have been more apt; Gbenga spared 
no one, not even his dad, in that interview, albeit inadvert­
ently so. That the interview itself was, in a manner o f speak­
ing, a Freudian slip is obvious from the fact that it was purely 
the result o f a chance meeting between Gbenga and Omoyele 
Sowore, The News ’ correspondent. This was the chance meet­
ing at the unlikely venue of our border post with Benin Re­
public -  Seme -  which ended in Gbenga giving Sowore a ride 
in his vehicle, a ride that Gbenga will rue for a long time, if not 
for the rest o f his life; the interview was said to have greatly 
angered his father who is said to have a reputation for being 
unforgiving.

Not only has Gbenga’s inexplicable outburst in The News 
against just about everyone and everything damaged his old 
man’s claim as Nigeria’s greatest crusader against corruption -  
Gbenga, says with the authority of a First Son, that it’s all selec­
tive -  his interview has the potential of drawing public attention 
to the dismal record of his old man’s economic reforms.

So far, the controversy over the president’s self-perpetua­
tion agenda has managed to draw the public’s attention away 
from the failures o f these reforms -  the high unemployment, 
the inflation, the decay in our infrastructures, above all, the 
insecurity in the land.

As Thisday said in its editorial o f September 22,2005, “Any 
economic reform that does not provide jobs, mass transforma­
tion, power, food, basic health services, and social security is a 
failure. It is not enough for economic reforms to throw up a few 
billionaires even as poverty grinds the masses of the people 
into the dust.” And most Nigerians would agree with Thisday 
that this is exactly what the president’s economic reforms have 
done. Indeed, there are political observers who think the third 
term controversy is a deliberate ruse to allow a select few steal 
this country blind with few, if any, questions asked.

Whether this cynical view of the third term agenda is true 
or not, the fact remains that today, there is a lot more talk 
about the country’s politics than there is about its econom­
ics. Which is a great pity because the country’s economics is 
in a much worse shape than its politics, never mind the per­
sistent claims o f a turn-around by the president himself. 
Gbenga’s claims about his father’s commitment to economic 
reforms may have the unintended but desirable effect of draw­
ing public attention to those reforms.

If Gbenga is to be believed -  and I don’t see why not -  those 
who want his old man to stay beyond his second term do so, not 
so much because he is doing a great job of mending the economy, 
but because they are the greatest beneficiaries of those reforms. 
And these beneficiaries are not only “the top players in the 
private sector” as The News described them, but presumably 
even Americans who, in public at least, have rejected the 
president’s alleged third term bid. The Americans have since 
developed a keen interest in our oil and gas following the insta­
bility o f the Middle East, their main source of fossil fuel.

“The only reason why they are asking Baba to stay,” said 
Gbenga, “is because they are afraid of Atiku (Abubakar, the Vice 
President). They know he will come and take over everything 
they have built with his unquestionable greed. Look, quite a lot 
of people are putting a lot of pressure on Baba to stay. Even the 
Americans are passing messages through me. Forget about all 
those scripted public statements. They want him to stay.”

Baba, says Gbenga, would, however, not oblige them be­
cause, again according to Gbenga, first, the old man is too old 
to stand the riguors o f high office much longer as he is older 
than he claims and, second, “because he is busy doing so 
many things. You can see that planes are falling off the skies 
left and right. Baba has no time to get involved in these claims.”

If indeed the president has been too busy mending the 
economy to have time for those urging him to stay on beyond 
2007, then his exertions seem to have achieved pretty little. 
The fact alone that planes have been falling off the skies 
implies that those exertions, at least in the aviation sector, 
have yet to achieve the desired results. But there is a lot more 
than planes dropping o ff  the skies to suggest that the 
president’s economic reforms are not as curative or as altruis­
tic as its proponents often claim.

Take just two areas o f these reforms, namely, the Paris Club 
debt cancellation and the Fiscal Responsibility Bill. When 
news about the debt relief first broke last June, some o f the 
president’s men went as far as to dub it the country’s Second

By M oham m ed Haruna
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Independence after that o f October 1,1960 from our ci 
masters. Not only that, anyone who raised question * 
the credibility o f the debt cancellation or its costs u  a 
all kinds o f names.

For example, when Simeon Kolawole o f Thisda . clur 
that some o f those pushing for the debt cancellati 
personal interests in the matter, he managed to get the m 
ter o f finance’s dander up. Responding in Thisday of . 
2005, Dr Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala angrily asked, “Who arc • 
people who would handle the buy-back? Would Mr K. 
care to name them? Mr Kolawole must know more : 
Paris Club, Mr President, myself, the DMO and other - 
ing on this because we do not know what and who- 
talking about. The statement is libelous, disrespectfu 
extremely poor taste.”

Clearly, the minister meant no third parties were in\ > 
the negotiations for the debt cancellation. Six mont: 
this official position seems to have changed. It has no\' 
out that there has indeed been a third party and its n. 
Lazard Freres. Persistent rumours about the involver 
third parties, including the son o f the minister, app 
forced the Debt Management Office last week to issue 
than persuasive rejection. “The appointment o f Lazat 
as consultant by the federal government to assist N 
all levels o f the negotiation process,” said this stater 
a standard operating procedure for all countries enj_ 
seeking debt relief. Lazard Freres is one of the most res 
names in the area.”

The statement went on to say that the consultai 
were negotiated down from “the standard $200,000 - $2 ' 
a month to $ 100,000 a month DUE TO THE FACT THAT 1 < 
THE MINISTER AND THE DIRECTOR GENERAL 
DMO HAD THE TECHNICAL EXPERTISE TO DO \1 
THE WORK.” (Emphasis mine).

The question the minister o f finance and the chap - 
DMO should address is what expertise is required 
remaining work that would justify recruiting and p 
consultant the princely sum of $ 100,000 a month? At 
they are at it, they should also be spelling out to N 
the other costs they have to pay for the debt cancel:

It is possible that the benefit Nigerians may enjoy 
debt cancellation is worth the cost, but we can ne\ 
for sure if  we are not told the details. After all, the de • 
they say, is always in the details.

As with the debt cancellation story, Nigerians knou r 
little or nothing about the Fiscal Responsibility Bill. . 
ond area o f reform I mentioned earlier. Nearly two yea- 
Dr Okonjo-Iweala issued a pamphlet spelling out why N 
needs the bill. First, she said, the rules on expenditt. 
not always adequate and their enforcement was not 
consistent. Second, she said, though the country ha 
zones, 36 states and 774 local governments, “we h. 
ONE ECONOMY”, and there was therefore the need 
dination o f economic and financial policies among a 
government. Third, the country, she said, has this na- 
o f being profligate in times of oil boom, only to suffe- - 
debt hangover when the boom ends. The Fiscal Resp  ̂
ity Bill, she said, was the prevention needed to a - ■ 
painful cure for a debt hangover.

Two years after the executive sent the bill to the Na: 
Assembly, it is yet to be passed into law -  thank- i 
the fact that the Presidency does not seem to have j 
the kind of priority it has given the president’s th • 
agenda and thanks also to the fact that it does not ' 
have done its homework well in putting the bill toger 
month, it was stood down by the Senate for the gw > 
that the bill did not contain the financial implicatio; - 
implementation.

However, even if the bill were to be passed today 
no guarantee that we will see an end to the fiscal ind 
that has characterised the Obasanjo administration 
inception. Truth be told, the minister of finance was - 
large, wrong to talk about the inadequacy of rules of c \ 
ture in our public sector, because the sector does h. . 
a thing as Financial Regulations. She was right, hov 
talk about inconsistency in the enforcement of the . 
rules. The Fiscal Responsibility Bill may plug some 
loopholes in the existing system, but as with anythr 
made, it will come with its own set o f loopholes, since 
man-made is perfect. The difference is always the • 
and sincerity with which a set o f rules are applied.

Gbenga’s Freudian slip in The News is perhaps tl . 
damning exposure of the bad faith with which his far  
administration has implemented and, in some cases, i 
mulated its economic reforms. If the interview bring 
shift in the nation’s priority from our politics to our e 
it may turn out to be one of the most positive intervent 
the ongoing debate about the direction o f  our p> 
economy.
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