hairman of the Arewa
Consultative Forum
(ACF), Chief Sunday

Awoniyi, says he has confi-
‘dence in the capacity of
Northern Governors to appre-
ciate the mood of the elector-
ate, which he said is against
the third term bid and to re-
sist moves by the presidency
to “cajole, urge or intimidate
them into supporting it.”
Reacting yesterday to un-
.confirmed reports that Presi-
dent Olusegun Obasanjo
would be meeting with some
'selected northern governors

ORJI KAI.U
<
PRESIDENT

THIRID T ERM

By Sufuyan Ojeifo,
(Special Correspondent)

in Abuja tomorrow in a bid to
have them endorse the ten-
ure extension, Awoniyi said
the governors are mature
people and collectively will do
the right thing in the present
circumstance.

Speaking in an interview
with reporters in Abuja, he
stated, “I have heard the
rumour myself and I believe
very many Nigerians have
heard it too. Whether itis true

RIMI'S WIFE

My son is insane
-Mother of alleged killer

| he mother of the 23-

I year old Jibril Tasi’u

Zage who confessed to

the killing of Hajia Sa’adatu

Rimi, yesterday said that her

son (Jibril) was mentally de-
ranged.

Speaking to Daily Trust in
an interview in Kano, Malama
‘Halima Tasi’u said Jibril was
‘mentally disturbed since he
‘was duped of the sum of five
‘hundred thousand naira re-
‘cently by 419ners.

Narrating her ordeal to
our correspondent, Malama
‘Halima explained tearfully
that “early this month, five
‘men came to his shop at-
itached to his family house
looking for him.

. Hewas called home on his
{GSM and after they had an
audience with him for about
40 minutes they invited him
to their residence for more
discussions,” she said.

Malama Halima said after
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i From Yushau Adamu
. Ibrahim, Correspondent
(Kano)

they finished all the arrange-
ments with him, a day after,
he collected his money
amounting to N500,000 (five
hundred thousand naira) and
handed it over to them with a
view to supplying him with
cement.

Since he gave them the
money, she went on, nobody
supplied him with even a
single bag of cement and he
did not recover his money
uptil today.

“Jibril has not been him-
self since the incident hap-
pened and the entire family
has embarked on serious
prayers with a view to make
him recover his mental state
of health,” Halima stated.

« Shealso recalled that Jibril
had a similar case two years
Cont. on Pg. 2

or not, I do not know. But I

think on behalf of the gover-
nors, from the bit I know about
them and their mood, they are
not children; they will do the
right thing ultimately.

“They cannot be unaware

of the mood of the electorates
in each of their states and I
believe they are not likely to
go against the mood of the
electorate sin their states.
The mood is against the third
term bid and it will be very un-

Chief Sunday Awoniyi, Chairman, ACF

Hajj 2005: Reps quiz

he House of Represen-

I tatives’ standing Com-

mittee on Foreign Af-

fairs probing the 2005 Hajj,

has raised alarm that a N5 bil-

lion loan given to the National

Technical Committee on Hajj

(NTCH), for the exercise may
have been misappropriated.

Also, the committee in its

~ Robbers kill policeman
escorting corpses to Sokoto

police officer escort-
ing the corpses of five
ccident victims was

shot dead by armed robbers
along Sokoto — Gusau road
on Monday.

Confirming this to news-
men at the Usman Danfodiyo
University Teaching Hospital,
Sokoto (UDUTH), the Sector

From Aminu Mohammed,
Regional Editor, Sokoto.

Commander of the Federal
Road Safety Commission in
Sokoto, Mr. Lucas Umar, said
the accident involving a truck
loaded with 50 bags of grains
and 79 passengers occurred

Cont. on Pg. 2

By Habeeb L. Pindiga,
Assistant Political Editor

15-page report submitted to
the lower chamber, alleged
that the budget for the del-
egation of the Amirul Hajj,
Alhaji Ibrahim Mantu, was
overshot to $972, 818 (equiva-
lent of N136m) from $676, 040
. The report accused Mantu
of not accounting for the
funds.

The report, obtained ex-
clusively by Daily Trust in
Abuja yesterday, was an out-
come of a probe instituted last
year by the Usman Bugaje-led

committee following a motion -

moved in the wake of the 2005
Hajj crisis by Dr. Haruna
Yerima of the All Nigeria
People’s Party (ANPP) from
Borno state.

But Mantu yesterday,
dismissed the report as “an-

wise to go against the mood
of the people, no matter the
pressure”.

Awoniyi said that he does
not expect that any governor
would wish to have President
Olusegun Obasanjo’s admin-

woniyi backs Northern govs

istration continue
May 2007 against 1 ck
drop of the “hor S
things that happ
Anambra and Oyo
According to him:

Cont. on Pg. 2

other chapter in the series of
campaigns of calumny and
blackmail against the office of
the deputy senate president
by Bugaje on behalf of his
paymasters who are desper-
ate to get power at all costs.”

Findings of the House
committee’s probe indicated
high level fraud and non-ac-
countability in the Director-

Gov. Adamu Aliero, Chairmah, Northern 'Govv Forum

NSbnloanto NTCH

of the Foreign Affai
try and the NTCH, le
fessor Abubakar Gw

Part of the d

reads: “The comn was
informed that the federal goy
ernment made a lo the
sum of N5 billion t N:

tional Committee on
explanation for this .
the funds from the )
Cont. on Pg. 2
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ness to the governors, at the
national political reform con-
ference, they stood firm and
told Obasanjo that they could
not go against the decisions
of the Northern delegates as
Obasanjo had wished be-
cause the delegates spoke for
their people.

“The northern members of
the Senate at their meeting in
Kaduna, rejected the project.
The spokesman of the Gov-
ernors Forum at that same
meeting also spoke against
the project. Everybody in-
cluding the governors saw
the derision and boos with
which the proponents of the
project were greeted as mem-
bers filed out after the meet-
ing. Some senate members
who were known to be for it
dared not show their faces at
the Kaduna meeting.

“Also, some three weeks
 later at the 40™ anniversary to
. commemorate of the death of
the Sardauna of Sokoto at
Arewa House, Kaduna on 14"
January this year, the north-
ern senators and members of
the House of Representa-
tives sent a joint message to
the jam-packed audience that
they were united against the
third term project.

“That meeting passed
three unanimous resolutions.
The first resolution was that
the governors should meet
urgently to forge unity among
themselves and work out a
programme of unity for the
good of Nigeria and the North
with the support of the former
Heads of State and Presidents
of Northern origin and
present the programme to the
North for action.

“A resolution was also
passed to congratulate the
northern senators and mem-
bers of the House of Repre-
sentatives for their joint mes-
sage, promising to keep to
their words and that the
people of the North were fully
behind them.

“The northern governors
{peeting now proposed, I be- grims welfare boards were not
ieve, must take these resoly- | being remitted to the Direc-
tions into account and seek | S .

. torate of Pilgrims Affairs so

the personal level, 1 know that - that it will have the necessary

ways to give them effect. At

several of the governors are
NOT seeking a return to
power. I believe they will
prove to be honourable men
and that they will oppose a
third term even if they do not
proclaim so from the roof-
tops.
“I do not see how a gov-
ernor or any prudent man for
 that matter, can give his sup-
port to inflicting a further four
years of the kind of shameful
mode of grotesque illegality
in governance we experi-
. enced publicly in Anambra
and Oyo states, not to men-
‘ tion great failures of charac-
 ter and performance and the
- kind of blind loyalty that the
present regime considers
proper or indeed necessary.”
He stressed further, “In
any case, in view of what has
happened in Anambra and
Opyo states where democracy
' has been set back by local
‘ warlords and their thugs and
- where arbitrariness has re-
i placed decent rule of law, why
would any governor wish to
have that type of regime in-
flicted on this country for an-
other-founyears. come’ May
2007 andiprebably beyond? i

“I think things are getting
worse everyday in terms of
constitutionality and one
thing that these governors
can do for this country is to
ensure that the rule of law

reigns supreme between now |
and 2007. Ifthey can do this, |

they will go down in our his-
tory as a group of men who
upheld democracy and good
governance at our great hour
of need.”

Awoniyi, who described
Obasanjo as our modern day
budding Hitler, alerted on the
dangers of tyranny and dic-
tatorship staring the nation in
the face on account of
Obasanjo’s leadership and
urged leaders and well-mean-
ing Nigerians to stand up and
be counted in the fight to nip
the third term project in the
bud.

According to him, “the
nation is in very, very grave
danger and anybody who is

in doubt about tyranny and |

dictatorship staring us in the
face, step by step, should go

and read and re-read how !
Adolf Hitler became the dic- |

tator of Germany using thugs,
murder, terror, rigged elec-
tions and subversion of the
very constitution that brought
him into power until a stage
was reached when leaders did
not stand up.

“The German parliament
even passed an enabling Act
which made it possible for
Hitler to abolish legitimately
all other political parties and
to then declare himself the
supreme leader of Germany. It
took great sufferings, loss of
lives and the second world
war to put Hitler down. A simi-
lar scenario is emerging in
Nigeria today and all right
thinking people must stand
up and be counted to make
sure that it does not suc-

ceed,” he warned.

Daily Trust

His Royal Highness, the Oba of Lagos, Oba Rilwan Akiolu in a group photograph with the National War College (NWC) team which

ay, January 28§, 2006

paid him a courtesy call during the NWC participants’ tour of military and police establishments... recently.

Pregnant mother, 4 children, others perish in fire

pregnant mother, Mrs.
Caroline Isere and her
our children, together

with two of her house helps
died in a fire incident at
Muchia, Sabon Gari local gov-
emment area of Kaduna State.

Mrs. Isere’s neighbour,
Mr. Nosaya lhese, said the
tragedy happened at about 12
midnight on Sunday.

Nosaya said the fire must
have been caused by high
voltage power supply by
PHCN.

He said nobody escaped
the fire in the entire Isere fam-
ily, except the husband, Mr.
Isere, who was in Kaduna, as
he worked with the Kaduna
branch of Union Bank Plc.

Ihese gave the names of
the deceased as Mrs Caroline
Isere, 36, David Isere, 6,
Esehen Isere, 4, Emanuel and
Emanuela Isere (twins) 2
years, as well as the house
helps, Dorcas, 17 and Victory
12

The Zaria Unit Deputy
Manager of PHCN, Mr. Bayo
Dada, confirmed the incident,
but dismissed allegation that
the fire was due to the supply
of high voltage power.

He said “there was no
record of high voltage in the
area throughout Sunday. We
keep records of all power sup-
ply situations.”

“The daily complaint by
people in Zaria and its envi-

rons is low voltage and not
high voltage.

We enjoin communities
under the unit to always give

proper attention to th ec
tric appliances to avoic a re
currence,” dada pleade

RObberS Cont. from pg. 1

near Bisalam village in Dange
— Shuni local government area
of Sokoto State.

Mr. Lucas Umar said the
truck which was from Illela in
Sokoto state to Jos, somer-
saulted after the driver lost
control in an attempt to avoid
a pot hole.

According to him, the po-
lice officer who was escort-
ing the five corpses and other
injured passengers to hospi-
tal in Sokoto was shot dead
by armed robbers who were

cash backing to request for
the foreign exchange to facili-
tate payment that were to be
made in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. The committee was
unable to track the move-
ments and proper records of
these funds. We have reason
to believe that the funds were
subject to abuse.”

On Mantu, the report
said: “The sum of $672, 040
was budgeted for the 2005
Amirul Hajj delegation. Ac-
tual expenditure rose to US
$972, 818.53. Explanations
proffered by DPA was that
two payments of US $150, 000
each were made to the Amirul
Hajj delegation. But no
voucher or supporting docu-
ment was presented to sup-
port the payment.”

[tadded: “The DPA in the
course of the 2005 Hajj opera-
tions has undertaken expen-
diture in excess of approved
budget for the Amirul Hajj
delegation”, and recom-
mended a further probe into
Manty’s spending.‘to estab-
lish the financial-dealingson
the excess budgetary expen-

Reps Cont. from pg. 1

diture for the Amirul Hajj del-
egation.”

Responding on behalf of
the deputy president of the
Senate, chief press secretary
to Mantu, Mr. Sylvanus
Namang told Daily Trust that
the Amrul Hajj had not col-
lected anything besides what
is meant for his delegation,
describing the allegations as
smear attempts.

“If there is any problem in
budgetary expenditure, it is
the ministry that should be
blamed. The Amirul Hajj
doesn’t have any budget.
That office is a ceremonial
office that doesn’t have any
perquisites attached.

“Let me tell you, this is part
of the campaign of calumny
against the deputy Senate
president by chairman of the
House committee, Dr. Usman
Bugaje.... It is mere
blackmail....But he should
know that the Amirul Hajjis a
religious office that should
not be politicised. The Amirul
Hajj didn’t dip his hands into
the foreign affairs ministry
pocket, what he collected was
what was allocated to him as
travelling:, : allowance.”
Namang said.

He accused Bugaje of

playing ostrich, having failed
to right the perceived wrongs
in Hajj operations when he
was in charge of Hajj matters
for three years as political
adviser to the vice president.
“He was in charge of Hajj
matters for three years but he
didn’t improve the situation.
As chairman of the House
committee, his office had over-
sight over Hajj matters, so he
is as culpable as the ministry
in everything.” Namang
added.

The report of the Bugaje

. committee also declared N130
million balance missing from
the 2004 Hajj as it was not
carried over to the 2005 Hajj
and no explanations were
given for this.

Itaccused DPA of illegally
surcharging each of the 60,
000 pilgrims of $30, amount-
ing to $1, 805, 700 for non-
specified reasons, even
though N3, 000 administrative
charges were collected from
each pilgrim.

“The accounting prac-
tices of the DPA leaves much
to be desired, as there are no
clear records and statements
frombanks to facilitate inde-
pendent reconeiliation-of its
financial transactions or re-

port thereon....

“The Auditor General of |
the Federation should in com- |
pliance with constitutional |
stipulations for the audit of |
public bodies, appoint an in- |
dependent auditor to audit |
the financial transactions of
the 2005 Hajj operations and
a report be submitted to the
National Assembly in three
months from the date the |
House endorses the recom- |
mendation.

“Considering the ob-
struction of investigation,
dereliction of duty and sheer |
incompetence of the DPA and
the ministry of foreign affairs, |
the current officials, i.e. Direc-
tor, DPA and the accountant
should be immediately sus- |
pended to allow free access |
to records.” The report said.

The committee also al-
leged the politicisation of the
Hajj operation, lack of law
guiding Hajj operations, poor
logistic arrangements, poor
screening that allows aliens
to use Nigerian passports,
contracting of non-credible
airlines, overstay of pilgrims
in camps, late commencement
of preparations, insufficient .|
aircrafts:and theiallocation of *
too many official seats.

operating along the Sokoto
Gusau road.

The sector commander
confirmed that last Monday s
accident involving a truck
was the seventh along the
Sokoto —Gusau road in recent
times.

It would be recalled that
two trucks were involved in
separate accidents during the
Xmas break killing 28 and
three passengers respec-
tively.

The first truck which was
from Sokoto to Onitsha was
involved in an accident a ki-
lometer away from Sokoto kill-
ing three of its occupants
while the second truck wh

| killed 28 passengers fel

a ditch near Bakura along

| Sokoto — Talata — Mafara r«

Meanwhile, the Dang
Shuni local government co
cil and the Sokoto state
ernment have promised
foot the bill of the injurec
sengers who are recei

treatment at UDUTH.

Murder
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. back when he experience

serious headache. She addc
that he was hospitalisec
one hospital along Hajj camy
Kano.

Malama Halima said t!
in his efforts to recover

{ money from the 419ners, Jibr

was one time detained at Me
ropolitan police statio
(MTD) after he allegec

| fought with one of the
i 419ners at Sabon-Gari, Kai

When Daily Trust visitec
MTD police station for veri
cation, an inspector incha:
of crime told our correspo
dent that he did not recei
any case from Sabon Gari du
ing the period in question.

The police public relatior
officer, Kano state polic
command, Deputy Suprir
tendent of Police (DSP), Bab
Mtihaimmad, when coritacted
said'hé was not aware of the

i arrest of Jibril Tasi’u Zage
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One dies in clash

ne person was shot

dead while others

sustained serious
injuries in a violent clash
between militant youths and
soldiers at Ikorumo village in
Bayelsa state.

Confirming the incident
to the British Broadcasting
Corporation (BBC), Hausa
Service monitored in Abuja
yesterday, the state’s
commissioner of police,
Hafizu Ringim, said it
happened when the militant
youths attempted to’burn the
Agip Oil well in the village.

Hafizu said, ““I received
information today that the
militant youths of Ikorumo
village attempted to burn the
Agip oil well in the area and
the soldiers who are guar-
ding the place tried to prevent

ByAbubakar Haruna,
_Reporter

them and in the process, one
person among the youths
was shot dead while others
sustained injuries”

He added, “even though
no arrests have been made
but as I am talking to you, the
situation is now under
control.”

He noted that the police
are doing everything
possible to maintain peace
and order in the area and
assured that the police will
fish out the rioters and bring
them to book.

According to the BBC, a
witness who spoke to it
under anenymity, said that
the militant youths who came

dangerous weapons stormed
the area where the Agip oil
well is located on Monday
morning allegedly on a
mission to set it on fire.

He added that the youths
are aggrieved that the Agip
oil company has failed to give
them scholarships
provide social amenities in
the area.

The militant youths in the
Niger Delta have been at
logger-heads with the federal

government for allegedly

abandoning their areas in
terms of development.
The militant groups had

launched several attacks on :

the oil companies operating
in the area and in some
instances, held their staff
hostage as a strategy to draw
government’s attention to
their problems.

out in groups brandishing

The Managing Director of Clear Impression Printing Press, Kno, lhaji Iro Ibrahim (right) being welcomed by Media

and |

ormer Managing

Director of the United

Bank for Africa(UBA),
Mallam Abba Kyari has
launched a clarion call to
distinguished Nigerians to as
a matter of urgency come out
of their retreat to serve the
nation from what he
described as another drift
perpetuated by- those all out
for personal gain instead of
public good. He lamented
that corruption and cronyism
have become the major means
of having wealth.

The statement made
available to Daily Trust
mentioned: Alison Ayida,
Ahmed Joda, Amadu Kurfi,

. Anthony Enahoro, Alfa Wali,

Adamu Fika, Adamu Ciroma,
Bukar Shuaib, Sunday
Awoniyi, Datti Ahmad, Sani

¢ Zangon Daura, Sule Kumo,

Edwin Clark, Femi Okunnu,
Maitama Sule, Tayo Akpata,
Hope Harriman, Sule
Katagum, Sobo Sowemimo,
Philip Asiodu, Mahmud
Tukur, Philip Asiodu and

. Umaru Dikko. He called on
them to once again rescue the

Trust Limited Group Advert Manager, Malam Salisu Ibrahim Mohammed (left) to the 3rd Annual Trust Dialogue held in

Abuja ... Thursday.

VP’s ex-ADC’s whereabouts unknown

he whereabout of Mr.

Abdul Yari, the former

Aide-de- Camp to Vice
President Atiku Abubakar
became a subject of contro-
versy in the federal high court
yesterdy as security opera-
tives claimed that he had
since been released while his
relaiives maintained that they
had not set eyes on him
since the alleged release by
the State Security Service
[SSS1.

Yari, a Chief Superint-
endent of Police was with-
drawn as the vice president
ADC by the Inspector Gen-
eral of Police, Sunday Ehin-
dero, on November 29, 2005,
for an alieged breach of sec-
urity and was subsequently
detained by the State
Security Service.

At yesterday’s hearing of
the case instituted by Yari
seeking to affect his release,

i the SSS told the Court that
: Yari was released on bail last
: Sunday at about 5 p.m.

A legal officer with SSS

‘who declined io give his
name, but claimed to be
representing the SSS as a
friend of the court in the
cgse told .the  presiding

judge, Justice Babs Kuewumi
that Yari was released to a
member of his famiiy on bail.

Counsel representing the
Attorney General of the
Federation and Minister of
Justice, Mr. Okoi Martin
colaborated the claim of the
SSS, that Yari had long since
heen released on bail.

Yari’s lawyer, Mr. Ricky
Tarfa (SAN) howcver contra-
dicted the claim.

He told the court that no
member of the family of the
former ADC had seen him
since he was detained.

The family members who
thronggd the court to witness
the proceedings denied
the claim of the SSS that Yari
had been released on bail

Spokesperson of the
family, who identi{icd himself
as a cousin to Yari, Mr Seidu
Ogbole said that they were
worried about his absence if
in actual fact he had been
released by the SSS.

He said, “We

o

ar
surprisgd to hear that he has |

been released from SSS
custody we have not set our
eyes on him and we believed

that' if *he' was actually !
priy on

cedeased osHce D

S i

Sunday, he should be at home
1ow.”

Meanwhile, Justice Kue-
wumi has fixed March 6 for
ruling in the suit filed by Yari
challenging his detention.

Yari filed the suit at the
Federal High Court in Abuja
against his boss, the Insp-
ector General of Police ci;aﬁ
enging his withdrawal as
ADC to the vice president
and his subsequent dete-
ntion without trial since
December.

The suit was filed under
the Fundamental Rights
(Enforcement Procedure)

Obasanjo names ministerial nominee

resident Olusegun
Obasanjo has
presented to the

Senate, Mrs. Grace Ooja
Ogwuche a8 a ministerial
nominee from Benue state.
Ogwuche is to replace
former Minister of Envir-
onment, Dr. Iyorchia Ayu,
vho Ieft the federai cabinet
in controversial circum-

sriast e

stang

Rules, 1979.

Yari is seeking for a
declaration that his arrest
without any legal justification
is unconstitutional.

He is also seeking a
declaration that his detention
at the Force Headquarters
and the State Security
Service Headquarters was a
violation of his fundamental
human rights.

He asked the court to
make an order of perpetual
injunction restraining the
police and the SSS and the
Attorney General of the
Federation from further
detaining him illegally.

By Habeeb I. Pindiga

The nomination was
communicated to the Senate
through dated
January 18, presented on the
floor of the upper chamber

Obasanjo also yesterday,
asked the senate to confirm
the appointment of Justice F.
F. Tabaias ‘a judge of the
supreme Court. ¢

) '
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Ex-UBA MD urges
elite to rescue Nigeria

nation.

“Forty years ago, the
country was in similar
situation but with saner
people. Then you actively
and consciously rallied
around in holding the centre
and averted fragmentation,
even as the crisis led to a
needless civil war. Today, you
seem to be helpless when the
scenario of forty years ago is
unfolding in you life time. I
do not believe you rallied to
save the country then in order
to see it destroyed now.”

Mallam Abba Kyari who
is also a former editor of
Democrat noted that: “It is
time for men of good will to
sit together and work out
sensible solutions to our

common problems, so that

: By Isa Sanusi
Asst. Head, Home Ne

the business of govern:
—the wellbeing, welfare
security of the citizens is 1
dominant issue of pub
policy.”

He further observed t!
today the pursuit of pow
has been reduced
personal gain and not pub
good, thus deserting dut
pleasure. “Despite the
fundamental changes it i
the time for the wise me:
forty years ago to retre
when the country the
nurtured and’ saved forn
fragmentation is
resembling an asylum take
over by lunatics on t!

periphery.”

Nnow

Dismiss Alamieyesiegha’s
suit — F'G urges court

e federal government
has asked a federal
high court sitting in

. Abuja to dismiss a suit by the
. former governor of Balyesa

State, Diepreye Alamieye-
seigha, seeking to stop his
extradition to stand trial for
alleged money laundering
charges in London.

Rotimi Jacobs, counsel to

. the federal government, in an

objection, also stated that the
court lacks jurisdiction to

entertain the suit.

The federal government,
in a motion on notice
pursuant to Order 25 Rule 2
of the Federal High Court

i (Civil Procedure) Rules 2000
. and inherent jurisdiction of
. the court, argued that the

plaintiff’s  suit  was
embarrassing, vexatious and
amounted to a gross abuse
of court process.
Abdulkareem Abdullahi, an

- Investigating Police Officer
(IPO), in an affidavit in

support of the objection, told
the court to dismiss the
plaintiff’s suit as it would
amount to sitting on an
appeal over the order of the

. federal high court in Lagos.

«

Abdullahi also denied
allegations that the federal
government was behind
Alamieyesigha’s trial in
London.

At the mention of the case
yesterday, the presiding
judge, Justice Jonah Adah,
adjourned to February 22, for
hearing.

Daily Trust had reported
that the embattled former
Bayelsa state governor,
detained by security
operatives, had asked an
Abuja federal high court to

halt government’s moves to

According to the
president in a letter dated
January 16, Tabai is to fill the
vacancy created by the

retirement of Justice D. O. |
Edozie whose exit took effect

from November 10, 2005.
Tabai, a judge of the
Bayelsa state Court of App-
eal, has been recommended
by the National Judicial

By Ruby Rabiu,

Senior Reporter
extradite him to face money
laundering charges
London .

He had instituted the <
against the backdrop «
alleged threat by goverm
to send him back to the
to face trial.

London police
arraigned him at a local co
in the UK but he jumped b
and returned to Nigerian 1
“mysterious circumstanc
that later culminated in |
impeachment by the stat
House of Assembly
December 9, 2005.

Following his remon
the Economic and Financ
Crimes Commission (EFC
accused him of mone
laundering and dragged h
before the federal high court
Lagos, which fixed Tuesd:
for definite hearing.

However, Alamievesig
in his originating summo
against the Attorney Genes
of the Federation (AGF
Inspector General of Police
and the EFCC, had asked t
court to compel both the [¢
and the EFCC to release a
return him as governor.

Through his tean
lawyers; Alfred Kasun
Mike Ozekhome and Mik
Okoye, the plaintiff
demanded a consequer
order restraining
defendants from furtl
arresting him unless
House of Assembly comy
with section 188(10) o
1999 constitution.

He also prayed the ¢
to determine whether
virtue of section 308&(]
the constitution, sect
6,7,8,9,10 and 11 of
Extradition Act, LFN , 20
and section 31 of the Crin
Procedure Act, cap C41 LLFN\
2004, the EFCC was right
arrest the plaintiff despuc
his immunity .Vince
Obianyi in a 25 paragrap
affidavit to support ti
plaintiff’s suit, averred tl
since Diepriye’s retur
Nigeria, the fede
government has threatenc
to enforce his extradit
once the British court serve

it with an arrest warrant




Daily

Trust

Wednesday, January 25, 2006

The Head of the village alleged to be harbouring the pepiline vandals being questioned by the IGP during their parade at
the Force Headquarters, Abuja ...recently.

Three robbers shot

in Port Harcourt

e police in Port Har-
court said they have
i shot three suspected

armed robbers in a shoot out
at Gambia street in Mile One
area of the city

The state’s police public

2 From Ikenna Emeka Okﬁanl,
Bureau Chief Port Harcourt.

Barasua, said in a statement
that the police were alerted
of an armed robbery opera-
tion at the scene and they mo-

relations officer, DSP Ireju

bilised to the area imme-

a Gar!q I,& i

Jabx/Utako/(Jwanmpa 1&1V
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(Constmctnon and Independence
Avenues).anv Gate Giri Junction

‘FCT Police Commissioner’s Director Line
HOffice of FCT Police Commissioner

FCT Deputy Police Commissioner (operation) 09-2341811
Co—ordmator MOPOL Visiting Units

08042315582

. 08065803206
0804490 7942

08065803203
08044907939

0806 580 3205
0804490 7941

0806 5803207
0804 490 7943
0804491 1520
08065803209

0804491 1496

08065803211
0804491 1526

WnseI&H i 08065803204
. 08044907940
Zuba/Gm/Kwah/Aba;l Wby (1) - 08065803201
0804491 1523
Fubsa/ iR wali/Abi Highway (2) 08065803202
o 0804491 1524

09-2341470
09-2341800

08023019123
0805591 7706

Others
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Daily Trusi Hotlines

18035686834 an

d

08056418943

diately.

The robbers on sighting
the police opened fire and the
police returned the fire and
in the process, they shot
three of the robbers while
others escaped.

The incident, according

i-to-her, occurred at about

3.00am and that the robbers

i actually died on their way to .
: hospital. |
| Mrs Barasua said the |
. police recovered one locally
| made revolver pistol with one

live cartridge, ten expended

ammunitions, one jack knife |
adding other offensive wea- |
pons. Other items recovered |
i are GSM handsets, trinkets,
| wristwatches and a colour
i television.

In a related development,

. the police in Omuku have
. arrested one

08065803208

Chigozie
Awulom for alleged murder of

. one Prince Awulom of the

same community.

The suspect alleged that |
i the victim had earlier inflicted
{ wounds on him with a
machete during a scuffle and '

: . accused , Samuel Chukwe,

Sunday Ehindero, Police IG

recovered from the suspects |
i include 10 generating sets |

in his bid to retaliate, he
attacked him with a machete
inflicting him with injuries
that led to his death. He said |
it was not his intention to kill |
him as he was
retaliating.

The police said they are |

only |

_still investigating the case. -

| he police yesterday
paraded 23 suspected

“of the suspects,

i conniving and colluding |

. force would not protect any

i disgrace us.

Police arrest 23
pipeline y‘andals

" By Ruby Rabiu,

S R e
pipeline vandals at the e

Force Headquarters, Louis men are ready to prove theis

. Edet House, Abuja. worth by working with the

A joint team of mobile police to identify cr als

policemen and men of the who specialise in vandalising
Civil Defence Corps set up plpelmes

by the federal government to |

stem the tid f'l'*‘Fk d
e e | HAKe doctor
~ kills two

arrested the suspects over
the weekend. |
Inspector General of
Police, Mr. Sunday Ehindero,
who spoke directly with each | Pfom“““' Ibrahim,

warned | A5 vear-old tradinonal
medical practitioner,
Tasiu Ibrahi as

policemen to desist from

with criminals whose main | appeared before a court in
concert is to sabotage the | Katsina'charged with the
economy of the country. fl:?ltitr‘n oé) tr“t’;:a;glr;‘;? brought

He said, “today’s police The suspect was allcged

to have caused the death of
his victims by hitting them on
the head repeatedly with a

policeman who chooses to

“] have also warned all | hoe handle. _
sector commanders to be The prosecutlrl; police
steadfast in their duties since | ©fficer, Sergeant Mohammed,

reading fresa the first

I have been receiving reports | - :
£rep information report, said one

against some of them. But let

, : : Sani Iliyasa, the husband of
- me use this opportunity t0 | one ofthe deceased, Ramatu,
warn that any sector | reporied the incident to the
commander who fraternises = police in Matazu local gove-

with criminals will be | mment.
. disgraced.” _ He said the suspect -
Some of the items | med that was the treatment

i for epilepsy.

.

The prosecution allege
i also that the suspect ga

i s . i L‘
i four pumping machme-s,.33 | same treatment t a
i jerry cans, 10 hoses, drilling | Alkaman Samaila, w} -
| tools, two cars (one Toyota | reportedly suffering from
i and one Mazda) and five | high fever.
cutlasses. No plea was taken while
The Commandant | the presiding magistrate,
General of the Civil Defence | -20i Shuaifu, adjourncd the
. | case to 16t of February

Corps, Dr. Ade Abolurin, who 2006, for hearing and ordered
attended the ceremony | .

. Sy 00 Y | the accused remandc
alongside the IG, said that his | prison custody.

= .

Conductor in court
for cheating, theft

conductor who sells
tickets to passengers
t Jabi Park has been

dragged before an Abuja
Magistrate court for allegedly
cheating his master of N33,
000 out of the money gotten
from the sale of tickets.

The police report made
available to Daily Trust
revealed that two workers at
the Jabi Park ,Ikeokwo Ikp-
ama and Collins Nwachukwu,
had gone to the police station
to inform the police that the

had absconded with his

| master’s N33,000 which he
: made from the sale of

travelling tickets.

The report added that the
accused who also works at
the park was entrusted with
the sale of travelling tickets
which he sold and fled with
until he was apprehended by
the police.

The accused person is
being charged with criminal
breach of trust to which he
pleaded not guilty
prosecutor,

ato

j!‘:*‘ poijice

Christopher |

toid e

away and entered another
mosque in the park
| pretending to be prayi

was caught by some M )
brothers who hande 1
over to the police.

The accused who did rot
deny the allegations leveiled
against him, told the {
that hunger and frustr:
led him to stealir
picking of pockets.

He pleaded for leni

The prosecuting c«

Mr. Ameh Ahmed, t

court to try the ac
summarily since |
admitted to committis e
crime.

He told the court t
accused was a first
offender as he has no
arraigned before any ¢

Magistrate Abdul
delievering his ruling
that the accused has
ample remorse but add
he would be punishes
serve as a deter

~ ByRubyRabiu, |
Senior Reporter

court that investigations into
the matter has already been
concluded but they would
need sometime to assemble
their witnesses.

Magistrate Abdul Dogo
had admitted the accused to
bail in the sum of N60, 000
and one surety in like sum
and adjourned the case to
February 6, 2005 for hearing.

In another development,
one Ali Mustapha from Zaria
has been sentenced to two
months imprisonment by an
Abuja magistrate court for
stealing a handset during
prayers in a mosque at Jabi
Park.

The accused person acc-
ording to the police inform-
ation report, had entered the
mosque on the pretence of
praying and had immediately
picked the pocket of Mr. to

Abubakar Turaki taking his others
Sagem Handset valued at He sentenced
N6,500. accused to two mor
The FEDOT further ;’av‘f&"v‘-:" in the alter
i ; i = 2= 18 ¥ th < n 21 ]
revealed that the accusedran ~ Pay the sum of N20(
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A cross Aséét't"b}i/of suspectéd vandals arrested by police and member of the Civil Defénce

Corps along Lokoja/Abaji and paraded at the Force Headquarters, Abuja with their

equipments l.recently.

* Corruption: PDP vice
‘chairman discharged, acquitted

Minna high court has
discharged and
acquitted the nati-

onal vice chairman of the
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP), Alhaji Abubakar Ma-
gaji, who has been standing
trial on charges of alleged
corrupt practices.

- The court presided over
by Justice Mariam Dzukogi,
held that the evidence
adduced by the prosecution
was not sufficient to
prosecute the accuse.

The judge said that the
prosecution’s evidence had
been discredited, as the oral
witness of the prosecution
witnesses 2, 3, 4 contradicted
the statement to the police,
adding that, “when they are
contradicted on material
facts, such evidence must be
explained by the prosecution
but the prosecution failed to
proof this.”

 From Aideloje Ojo, Minna |

“The prosecution’s evid-
ence has been discredited
and therefore, the accused
cannot be convicted on the
basis of unreliable evidence.

The evidence against the
accused person presented
before this honourable court
is not enough to give
conviction. The evidence has
been discredited and
unreliable and no reputable
court will convict on it. The
accuse person is hereby
discharged,” she said.

The PDP chieftain was

charged to court on
September 2, 2000, by the
Independent Corrupt

Practices and other Related
offences Commission (ICPC),
for allegedly offering bribe to
Justice Bima of the Suleja
high court to show favour in
a chieftaincy case before the

court.

He was accused of
offering the judge a N500,000
bribe.

accused, Ayodele Oladele
(SAN), made a no case

submission in favour of the

accused, arguing that the
PDP boss’s visit to the Suleja
high court judge was based
on a sympathy visit after the

judge was robbed by some |
armed men and secondly to |
solicit assistance as a friend. |

The defence counsel
argued that the essential
element that the accused
offered a bribe to get favour
in a case before the judge has
never been proved before the
court and urged the court to
discharge the accuse.

In her ruling, Justice

Mariam Dzukogi held that the |
court never doubted the fact |

that a gift was offered but that

the fact was never proved |

that the money was corruptly
given to influence a case
pending before the Suleja
court.

Justice Dzukogi made

: reference to the evidence of
. the principal witness, Justice
: Bima, who said that the

accused came to visit him to
sympathise with him on the
robbery incident.
She explained that the
court can only decide on real
]

facts avai before it and

not on 11 ry facts

all, the 1CP(

called

. the Nnamdi

' rous

However, counsel to the | section 27 of the Road Traffic

i Act gRTA) Cap section 48 of

he Rivers state
governor, Dr Peter
Odili, has called for a

law to peg how much a lawyer
could charge a common man
as litigation fees.

He was speaking against
the backdrop of rising cost
of litigation and its potential
to deny justice to the poor at
the public presentation of the
Rivers state high court civil
procedure rules, 2006, in Port

. Harcourt yesterday.

The governor said some

Ventures, has appe-
ared before an Abuja Senior
Magistrate court for running
over a motorcyclist and
killing him instantly.

e driver who was alle-
ged to have been driving his
vehicle dangerously a%ong
zikiwe way by
NICON junction, had hit the
motorcyclist, Mr. Gbenga
Odiah, resulting in the later
sustaining serious injuries
that led to his death on his
way to the Maitama General
Hospital.

he accused person who
is being charged for dange-
riving contrary to

the federal laws of Nigeria,
pleaded not guilty to the

limit litigation charges

"~ From Ikenna Emeka Okpani,r ;
Bureau Chief, Port Harcourt |

of the issues concerning cost
of litigation would have been
resolved if the law had placed
some restrictions on what
lawyers should charge the
ordinary man.

Odili said his government
would like to see efforts in
that direction as it would
ensure that more common
people get access to justice.
He expressed optimism

= Manin court over death of cyclist

ne Mr. Friday Enahoro,
' a driver with Big Joe

By Shehu Othman Shehu |
charge.

e prosecuting police
officer, Mr Ambi Ayuba, told
the court that investigations
into the case has not yet been
completed, adding that the
extent of damage caused by
the accused has not yet been
ascertained by the police.

He urged the court to
grant him an adjournment to
enable him assemble witne-
sses to prove his case while
he did not object to the bail
of the accused person.

The presiding senior
magistrate, Zainab Bashir,
admitted the accused person
to bail in the sum of N300,000
with two sureties in like sum,
adding that the two sureties
must be civil servants wor-
king in the FCT and not
below GL09.

that the new rules w
create job opportunities
ecially for young lawyers a
assured that the governme
will support the proce
through early payment
salaries for lawyers
would be employed.
Earlier, the Chief Judge
the state, Justice Iche
had said the review of t

1987 edict was informed by

the need to improve on t
high court structure and a
eve a just, efficient and spe
edy dispensation of justice

He said the previous ru
have become obsolete ai
inadequate to meet the nee
of litigants, lawyers and t!
public especially in a |
growing jurisdiction
Rivers state.

Earlier in a church ser

to mark the occasion, The
Methodist Bishop of Port

Harcourt, Rt. Rev. Efi
Ekpenyong, had chargc
judges and lawyers not
pervert justice but to do rig!
to all manner of people irres
pective of their backgrour
and social status.

He said that working w
the judiciary was a divi
calling and therefore shou
be viewed by all practitioner
as a sacrosanct assignmen
pointing out that judge
would only have rest of min
if they do the right things an
dispense justice without fea
or favour.
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Meningitis hits Sokoto

ight children have been

admitted at the Wurno

General Hospital in
Sokoto State as a result of an
outbreak of meningitis in the
local government area.

The disease was first
reported in Tutukawa village
and it later spread to Lugu
village.

Already, the state
government has released the
sum of N1 million for the
purchase of drugs for the
affected areas and other areas
that may likely be affected.

Conducting the state’s
commlssloner of health

From Aminu Mohammed,
Regional Editor, Sokoto

round the affected areas and
the victims at the general
hospital in Wurno, Dr.
Cherima J. Yakubu, told the
commissioner that the
outbreak of the disease was
reported as soon as the
villagers realized that some
children were having severe
fever and headache.

He said they were rushed
to the hospital and out of the
eight children affected so far,
five have been treated and
dlscharged while the

N/Delta: NLC calls for release
of abducted oil workers

C president, Adams
Oshiomhole, has cal-
led for the release of

the four oil workers held ho-
stage by some groups in the
Niger Delta since January 11.

Oshiomhole, in a state-
ment yesterday in Abuja, said
that the NLC remains firm in
its belief that there were
compelling local concerns in
the Niger delta which require
urgent  political and
constitutional solutions.

He however said that oil
workers, whether Nigerians
or expatriates, were not in any
way responsible for that state
of affairs, while their abduc-
tion will not solve the prob-
lems.

According to him,

the

His Royal Higness, the Oba of Lagos,Oba Rilwan Akiolu welcoming the

Admiral Anthony:lsa to his palace. ...

LS T T T e

NLC is opposed to violence
and hostage-taking as a
means to pursue grievances
no matter how justified they
may be.

“We hereby appeal for the
immediate release of all the
hostages,” he said and urged
the federal government to
intensify negotiations,
adding that any resort to high
handedness. or military
solution might be unhelpful.

He again stressed that the
Niger Delta problem could be

solved through a variety of

measures,
creation.

“This is a challenge bef-
ore the president and mem-
bers of the National Asse-
mbly,” he said.

including job

recently,

i o

remaining three were still
receiving treatment.

Responding, the state
commissioner of health,
Alhaji Abubakar Zaki Amali
Tambuwal, assured that the
state government has taken
adequate measures to
prevent the spread of the
disease.

According to him, as

soon as the matter was
reported to Governor
Attahiru Bafarawa, he

approved the release of N1
million for the purchase of
drugs despite the non
approval of this year’s
budget.

Alhaji Abubakar Zaki
Amali said his ministry is
prepared for any eventuality
as adequate measures have
already been put in place to
tackle the spread of the
disease.

e Peoples Democratic

Party (PDP), said it has

no hands in the alleged

plan to use state governors

to push for a third term for

President Olusegun Obas-
anjo.

The party’s National
Publicity Secretary, Mr. John
Odey, told the News Agency
of Nigeria (NAN), yesterday
in Abuja, that the PDP has no

Commandant of the National War College

Participants of National War College Course 14 viewing an Agusta /z('/i('n[)re/ ¢
Naval Air Station, Ojo, during their recent tour of military and police establishme
] % !

‘PDP has no hands
in 3rd term campaign’

links with the allegation.

“We have not summoned
any meeting with any gove-
rnor on the amendment of the
constitution and we are not
going to do such a thing.

“The National Assembly
is constitutionally empo-
wered to deal with all issues
bordering on law making and
we do not have that power
as a political party.

Rear

“We do not have the
powers, neither do the gove-
rmors. We are confident that
the National Assembly will
make any constitutional rev-
iew when necessary,” he
said.

Odey who blamed polit-
ical opponents for spreading
rumours on the Third-Term
agenda, said the PDP has
commenced a public awar-
eness campaign aimed at ed-
ucating the populace on the
nation’s electoral process.

“We are embarking on
this public enlightenment to
engage our supporters and
other Nigerians so that toge-
ther, we can build a strong
and virile political culture for
the country,” he said.

He said the PDP believes
that if the public was properly
enlightened on the electoral
process, the electioneering
process would be virtually
hitch-free.

“There is also this issue

- of god-fatherism in our
pohty,

' Return of pilgrims in Sokoto

he said, alg,um

“when there is proper
ation and the elites are
lved in the politics of
communities, god-fathe:
will be eliminated”. O
plans by some membc
the PDP to launch the N
ment for the Restorat
Democracy (MRD), :
tical association, Odey s
the party would e t
such movement.

“We are not intimi
and we are not afraid be
we do not want a systei
ere only the PDP will e
he noted, stressing tha
lure of strong oppositi
the country was not he
for democratic governa

He criticised other
tical parties for not havir
capacity to challenge
PDP government on i
that could help develc
country.

“They spend much of
time raising spurious ¢
on the pages of newsp
just to cause distractios
the government, ” he sa

zone epileptic —Kebbi Dep Gov

e Deputy Governor of
Kebbi state, Alhaji
Suleiman Abubakar
Argungu, has expressed

: dismay over the attitude of
Kabo Air to convey pilgrims

from the Sokoto zone back
home.

He was speaking at the
Sultan Abubakar Interna-

. tional Airport, Sokoto, over

the weekend when he visited
the airport to find out
whether the third batch of the
state’s pilgrims have arrived.
According to him, it was
Very ut nfortunate that the
airliner did not learn from the
experience of airlifting the
pilgrims to the holyland last
month when over 300 inten-
ding pilgrims from the state
W crc]]cﬂ behind.
The deputy — governor
said the state was not happy
with the airliner and appealed
to'the management.of Kabo

? From Aminu Mohammed.
Regzonal Editor, Sok

A1r to speed up the airlif
Kebbi pilgrims now strand
at Jeddah airport in Sa
Arabia.

Meanwhile, only
960 pilgrims out of 3,552
Kebbi state have s
returned home while 987
Zamfara out of 3,383
also returned. Howe
Sokoto state which has 1
four flights in the last 11
have about 2,250
pilgrims back home o
4785.

Over 10,000 pilgrim
Sokoto, Kebbi and Za
states who were airliftec
the Sultan Abubakar Int
tional Airport, Sokoto.
rmed this year’s hajj bu
3,885 have so farbeen ai
back home

3
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Muslims on arrival at Lagos Hajj camp from Saudi Arabia waiting for their luggage.

o much has been said

about the Hajj fiasco

that left about 20,000
intending pilgrims stranded
in December 2005 even after
they had done everything re-
quired to take them to the
Holy land for the religious
obligation.

And as expected, the
main actors in the Hajj organ-
isation have continued to
trade blames in their bid to
absolve themselves from
what is generally seen as a
national shame.

While the Minister of
State for Foreign Affairs,
Alhaji Abubakar Tanko, is

- angry that the three airlines

. contracted for the exercise

disappointed the nation, the
Amirrul Hajj, Sen. Ibrahim
Mantu, has distanced himself
from the shoddy arrange-
ments as his appointment was
“purely ceremonial” with
nothing to do with organising
the exercise.

On their part, the Direc-
torate of Pilgrims Affairs
(DPA), has complained of in-
terference while the Prof.
Abubakar Gwandu-led Na-
tional Committee on Hajj
(NCH), blames the bureau-
cratic bottlenecks in the en-
tire process.

For the disappointed
faithfuls who went through
‘hell” in Hajj camps, these ex-
cuses are neither here nor
there. But for analysts, it is
time to beam the searchlight
on the pertinent questions.

Why must the intending
pilgrims suffer every year?

'. Why should performing a
i simple annual exercise be so
difficult? Why must Nigeria,

as confirmed by Gwandu, re-
main the black sheep of the
Hajj exercise? And above all,
can we ever get it right?

Most of the comments on
the exercise point to one
thing-organisational inepti-
tude-unofficially referred to
as the Nigerian factor which
captures the country’s ten-
dency to refuse to plan.

But a cursory look at the
poor planning will reveal that
it has its roots in corruption,
a fact attested to by the
Amirrul Hajj, Mantu.

Experience has however
shown that the situation has
only persisted because cul-
prits are never fished out and
punished.

The Deputy Senate Presi-
dent who was jolted by the
magnitude of corruption es-
pecially in the areas of pass-
port and ticket racketeering
that dogged the exercise last
year, for instance, promised
that heads will roll. But noth-
ing happened.

Last year too, according
to Gwandu, air cargo carriers
received 12 Saudi Riyals to
airlift each kilogramme of lug-
gage but reneged on that deal
and elected to ship the lug-
gage at two Riyals per
kilogramme.

Nothing has happened to
the offending carriers even
when Gwandu promised to
ensure that justice be done
as many pilgrims lost their
luggages while those lucky to
get theirs found it between
October. and November in-
stead of March.

‘Incidentally, this year’s
exercise, considered the

worst ever, was, by Gwandu’s

calculation, expected to be the
best after the NCH reportedly
licensed three airlines consid-
ered reputable for the exercise
and promptly paid them 30
per cent up front.

With the 58,000 pilgrims
meeting the Sept. 27, 2005
payment deadline and the pil-
grims reforms that ensured
more participation by the
states, Gwandu was sure of
success until the opposite hit
him in the face.

-In seeking a permanent
solution to the problem,
Mantu has called for the
“right pricing” of the exercise.

According to him, Nige-
ria with an average of 60,000
pilgrims every year should be
very attractive to the airlines.
He argued that the very low
offer from Nigeria makes it
imperative that aircrafts are
leased to countries with
higher offers while Nigeria is
considered last.

Here, analysts believe
Mantu has a point because
several days after the com-
mencement of the operation,
there was no single airlift from
Nigeria.

Mantu also has a sup-
porter in Jahed Allam, general
manager of International
Trans-Air Limited, one of the
airlines licensed for the exer-
cise who complained that
Nigeria’s offer was “very un-
attractive and not competitive
enough.”

He said that the 900 dol-
lars offered by Nigeria per pil-
grim would not allow opera-
tors “to operate comfortably,”
an argument rejected by NCH
secretary, Samaila Yusuf, who
said that the amount was

“very much in order.”

In seeking a solution to
this perennial failure, there is
also the need to examine
Mantu’s claims that airlines
usually contracted to airlift
the pilgrims were not repu-
table enough.

According to Mantu,
there is the need to engage
professional airlines like
Saudi Air, Ethiopian Airlines,
British Airways or South Af-
rican airlines. That way, we
shall get the best for our
people.

Observers have also ar-
gued that the involvement of
several bodies handling the
exercise creates confusion in
the organisation as roles al-
ways overlap.

“The DPA, NCH and the
Amirrul Hajj are all expected
to carry out same functions
and this is just a panacea for
confusion,” remarked Jibrin
Mohammed, a Kano-based
journalist. Mohammed attrib-
uted the incessant racketeer-
ing in the Hajj programme to
a collusion between airline
operators and too many Hajj
officials seeking for “quick
cuts.”

Mohammed is sure that
the situation would continue
until the Hajj Commission is
passed into law.

Analysts have also called
for a thorough investigation
into the affairs of the DPA and
the NCH as some airlines that
transported some pilgrims in
the last two exercises were
yet to be paid. Such a situa-
tion might just explain the re-
luctance to come to Nigeria.

Many have also called on
government to hands off the

exercise and allow those
ready to pay the “right and
competitive fare” to work with
private handlers with whom
they could be sure of a better
deal.

“That is better than the
crowd we now have that
breeds confusion every other
year,” argued Shehu Ladan,
one of the disappointed in-
tending pilgrims in Abuja
who said that the subsidy
granted by government usu-
ally ends in the pockets of
civil servants.

For most keen observers,
the recent vow by chairman
of the Senate Committee on
Foreign Affairs, Sen. Jibril
Aminu, that the National As-
sembly will order a thorough
investigation of the “sheer
and unadulterated incompe-
tence that shamed the na-
tion,” appears soothing
enough.

Unfortunately, many
commentators have found it
difficult to extricate the Na-
tional Assembly members
from the “shame.”

Top officials of the NCH
who craved anonymity, have
continued to complain of the
overbearing attitude of poli-
ticians who they say armtwist
the officials to have their way.

Observers believe that a
meaningful investigation into
the Hajj activities must be ex-
tensive as many players are
involved in the exercise.

One ready example is
when the NCH paid N33.1
million to the Nigerian Immi-
gration Service for the print-
ing of 65,000 pilgrims pass-
ports and identity cards
which were to be delivered in

Pix: Oladipupo Odunewu

September.

By early December when
the NCH went to the Nationa
Security Printing and Minting
Company (NSPMC), they
were told that the money has
not been remitted from the
immigration department, forc
ing an urgent meeting with
the internal affairs ministes
who ordered the remittance
of the sum.

Nothing was said abou
the cause of the delay so tha
a repeat could be avoided

Whichever way Nigeri:
decides to resolve this recui
rent problem, it must be borne
in mind that the Saudi au
thorities are already getting
tired of the recurring confu
sion in Nigeria’s yearly exer
cise.

Gwandu said this muc!
last month when he noted that
Nigeria is generally portrayed
in the negative in Saud
Arabia.

Hear him: “Nigeria is seen
as the nation with everything
that is bad. We are rioters
we are the demonstrators, the
late comers and the extension
seekers.”

But while the nation de-
liberates on the Hajj failure,
another recurrent decimal is
already rearing its head-thou-
sands of Nigerians are al-
ready stranded at Jeddah air-
port in Saudi weeks after the
exercise.

Pundits believe that a
quick return journey to Nige-
ria for those who were able 1
make it'is the best apology
the Hajj authorities can offer
for 'this.year’s failure as the
search for a more organised
system continues.
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The Premium life is a life that is free of stress and anxiety about the future.

Premlum Pension Limited offers you an opportunity of a worthy retirement.

It is set to make the employee’s pension contribution his most secured investment, his first premium asset.
He goes through his daily schedules with a confident smile, knowing that he will have a worthy retirement.

‘What to Know about
Premium Pension
Scheme

 WHAT iS THE NEW SCHEME? '
__The new scheme is a contributory, fully funded, privately managed pensxon scheme that is
_ based on individual accounts. It ensures that everyone who has worked receives his
- mhrement beneﬁts as and when due.

'%;,ﬂow DOES IT WORK?
_An 'employee contributes a percentage of his salary and the employer contributes a
pemeniage of the employee" s saiary towards the retirement benefits of the employee

WHATW!LL HAPPEﬂ TO THE CONTRIBUTION?
_ The total contribution will be paid out by the employer directly to a Pension Assets
_ Custodian (PAC) and will be managed and mested by the Pension Fund Administrator

PFA), Of the amplayees choice

.-u.-wmn' IS A PENSION FUND mmmmm ’

A Pension Fund Administrator is an entity licensed by the National Penston

_ Commission {(Commission} and charged with the responsibility of managmg and investmg
\ﬁaepen:simnmds Each employee is free to choose a PFA.

WHAT ls A PENSION ASSET CUSTODIAN?
The Pension Asset Custodian is an entity licensed by the National Pension
Commission to hold pension assets in safe custody..

HOWMUCH WILLINEED TO CONTRIBUTE?
A minimum of seven and a half percent of your monthly emolument except for the Military
which requires two and one half percent. :

HOWMUCHWILL MY EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTE?

A minimum of seven and a half percent of your monthly emolument except for the military
which is twelve and one half percent. However, the employer may elect to bear the full burden
of the scheme provided that the total contribution shall not be less than fifteen percent of the
monthly emolument of the employee. :

WILL THIS INVOLVE EVERYONE THAT WORKS?

Yes, with the exception of existing pensioners, those who have 3 years or less to retire as well
as categories of persons under S.291 of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.
Employees in the private sector who are in employment in an organization in which there are
five or more employees are also covered

HOW WILL I BENEFIT? -
You have the assurance that your old age is well catered for and that in the event of death your
family will have something to fall back on.

HOW CAN | BE SURE THAT MY CONTRIBUTIONS ARE SAFE?

All those administering or holding pension funds will be properly licensed and continually

regulated and supervised by the Commission. The Commission is empowered to sanction
and if need be prosecute defaulting operators.

Integrity

Trust

'HOW CAN | KEEP TRACK OF MY INVESTMENTS?
 Pension Fund Administrators will issue regular statements to employees.

WHEN WILL | HAVE ACCESS TO THIS MONEY?
Upon either retirement or at the age of 50, whichever falls later.

CAN | WITHDRAW ANY PORTION OF IT?

Yes, upon the later of either retirement or reaching the age of 50, and then only to the
extent that what is left is sufficient to guarantee that at least 50% of your last salary will be
paid to you monthly through an annuity purchased or a programmed withdrawal. If an
employee is rationalized before the age of 50 years, he or she may withdraw a lump sum of
money not more than 25% of the amount standing in the credit of his Retirement Savings
Account provided that such withdrawal shall only be made after six months of
rationalization and the employee does not secure another employment.

WHO CANICOMPLAINTOF IAMNOT SATISFIED?
The National Pension Commission.

WHAT IS THE GUARANTEE THAT THE ACCRUALS IN THE SCHEME WILL BE WELL
MANAGED AND NOT DIVERTED TO OTHER ENDS?

The functions of the PFA and Custodian are so clearly delineated that it is difficult for either to
misuse the pension funds and assets to the detriment of the contributor. Furthermore, the
commission would be unrelenting in protecting contributors’ fund through effective regulation

Premium
Pension
Limited

Z’ension Fund Administrators

HEAD OFFICE : 7,Dar-essalam Street, off Aminu Kano Crescent, Wuse II; Abuja Tel: 08- 4615700 -9
LAGOS OFFICE : 8 Norman Williams Street, South - West Ikoyi, Lagos Tel: 01- 2703501- 5, 7610428
PENSION SERVICE CENTRES : In all major First Bank branches nationwide

e - mail: info@premiumpension.com  Website: www. Premiumpension.com

Ethics Transparency
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IGMA Vaughn Sterling
Pensions Limited

With an account,
-3 Withdraw your pension as and when due
- Make monthly/ periodical withdrawals

- Enjoy sufficient pension throughout retirement

“* Your pension grows from sound investment to a

SlGMA "| ; secure future.

PENSIONS

A Hcensed PFA

StGMA Vaughn Sterhng Pens:ons Limited
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shame, and shame! This
was exactly what the hith-
erto supposed to be well-be-
haved and spiritually upright
pilgrims of Sokoto State dem-
onstrated penultimate Friday,
January 20, 2006 at the King
. AbdulAzeez International
. Airport, Jeddah.
. Prior to delving into de-
i tails, the shame Sakkwatawa
i brought to Nigeria’s persis-
. tent fragile but deteriorating
image outside the shores of
' the country, one recalls with
utmost displeasure the bad
display of ignorance and lack
. of decorum characterised by
i high level demonstration of
inefficiency of Sokoto State
| Pilgrims Welfare Board where
it allowed or conveyed its re-

It shall be called shame,

By Suleiman Muhammad

Sulaiman

turnee pilgrims to be so ran-
corous and wanton at the
Jeddah Airport by unleashing
mayhem on their brothers and
sisters from FCT, Abuja with-
out any reason whatsoever
to advance against the latter.

Going by reports from both
local and international media
organisations, Sokoto State
pilgrims after spending two to
three days at the Jeddah Air-
port decided to stage a drama-
like crisis on the about-to-de-
part and innocent pilgrims of
Abuja for no other reason
than that the FCT pilgrims
were alleged to have been ac-
corded special treatment; that
is, they didn’t spend more

“Pilgrims from Sokoto State should realise
that their FCT counterparts share no geo-
graphical zone with them in Nigeria; hence,
having different bodies to cater for them. More

. So, their hajj carrier companies differ. Then
why should they (Sokoto pilgrims) have de-
scended so low as to start beating their broth-
ers? Does Islam not preach peace and broth-
erhood? Had they forgotten the spiritual mis-
sion undertaken at the holy land?”

than a day but were about to
board their return flight.

The so-called argument of
whether the FCT pilgrims did
not spend a day or an hour at
the airport further buttressed
the efficient and professional
manner with which the FCT
Muslim Pilgrims Welfare
Board discharged and coor-
dinated the annual pilgrimage.
In fact, they deserve commen-
dation for that.

Anybody who observes
hajj, either in the past or of
recent, will acknowledge or
justify that the FCT Pilgrims
Board’s laudable attempt to
compete with and/or emulate
other countries with hun-
dreds of thousands of pil-
grims who stay at Jeddah Air-
port for a very minimal period
is a good one. It will surprise
any reader that the author of
this write-up is a living wit-
ness during the 2004 hajj at
Jeddah Airport where within
a couple of minutes, over
1,000 pilgrims of Afghanistan
formed a queue but the inter-
esting part of their attitude is
that nobody begged for ex-
cuse (or whatever favour) to
join queue ahead of the last
person he met. To the amaze-
ment of self and other fellow
Nigerians, within five tol0
minutes, one ceased to see
any Afghan as they were effi-
ciently shown the way to

board their flight back home!

Unlike some states in my
country and in particular
where Sakkwatawa decided
to behave otherwise, such
decency and discipline are
lacking and to the dismay and
chagrin of all responsible in-
dividuals, Sokoto State pil-
grims started shouting, using
unprintable words on their
fellow brothers and sisters for
no other reason than the re-
sult of inefficiency of their
state’s pilgrims board! In fact,
they started stoning the FCT
pilgrims with sachets of Zam-
Zam water or any object they
could lay their hands on.
What a shameful act!

With the foregoing insight,
I wish to draw the attention of
pilgrims particularly those
from Sokoto State who threw
decorum and decency to the
dogs that they should remem-
ber their mission to the Holy
land and need to, without any
apology, engage in sober re-
flection on their ignominious
conduct, which didn’t portray
the true and exemplary culture
or teachings of Islam. And,
may they be reminded of one
of the verses of the Holy
Qur’an which says upon in-
tending pilgrims: “...Hajj is
(during) well-known months,
so whoever has made Hajj
obligatory upon himself
therein (by entering the state

2006 Hajj: Shame of Sakkwatawa

of Ihramy), there is (to be for
him) no sexual relations and
disobedience and no disput-
ing during Hajj. And what-
ever good you do — Allah
knows it. And take ...”
(Surah Al-Bagarah, 2:197).

Rather than be guided by
the foregoing Surah, our
brothers from Sokoto be-
haved in a very unruly man-
ner by engaging themselves
recklessly and wildly upon
their brothers and sisters from
FCT in a manner reminiscent
of Jahiliyya period!

For record purposes, [ want
to categorically state that I
am neither from FCT geo-
graphical zone nor am I hold-
ing any brief for the board.
However, I hail from the same
zone with Sokoto but one
finds (like any other decent
minds) the conduct of Sokoto
State pilgrims very unaccept-
able and condemnable in all
ramifications of good norms,
civilisation and more impor-
tantly what Islam teaches.
Even if one finds the reckless
conduct of Sokoto pilgrims to
be too rigid, one cannot but
blame their state Pilgrims’
Welfare Board for lack of
good organisation and mana-
gerial skill. How come that the
pilgrims stayed at the airport
for three consecutive days
after leaving Makkah or

Madinah?

At the first instar
should they be br¢
Jeddah if their flight .
on ground? And is 1 \
the operation was s i
to be coordinated? \
my experience during .
hajj on the conduct a
cient organisation w
saw over the airlifting
Afghanistan pilgrims
lier explained.

Pilgrims from Sokot
should realise that thei
counterparts share n
graphical zone with t
Nigeria; hence, having
ent bodies to cater for
More so, their hajj carric
panies differ. Ther
should they (Sokoto pi
have descended so low
start beating their brot
Does Islam not preach
and brotherhood? Had
forgotten the spiritual n
undertaken at the hol:

In conclusion, I w
particularly call on the S
State governor, A
Attahiru Bafarawa fo wit
any delay investigat
way and manner the stat
grims board organisec
handled this year’s
which brought shame
only to his state but the «
try in general. The exem
conduct and organisati
skill of states with more
grims like Kano should
emulated.

Suleiman Muhamma:
Sulaiman, No. 14, Ard
Street, Nasarawa State.

“and trade spans over seven
hundred years in Kano.

- And about one thousand
- years of intricate traditional and
political structure has been in
place. It is the most heteroge-
neous and populous Hausa
state in the North. These and
many other factors make Kano
a more politically volatile state.
At the same time, it’s a sensi-
tive state to any government
at the centre that seeks or
wants fo maintain power in Ni-
geria.

1 feel that politicians in Kano
should extol the virtues of the
late Emir of Kano, Alhaji
Abdullahi Bayero and Malam
Aminu Kano of blessed memo-
ries.

In terms of political ideology,
Kano politicians Should emu-
late the current ANPP deputy
governor, Engineer Magaji
Abdullahi for so many rea-
sons. 1 sincerely feel that the
current ANPP government un-
der the leadership of Malam
Ibrahim Shekarau (my past
principal in Hadejia), should
try and come to terms with all
the good pieces of advice
given to them by Ujudud
Shariff in his Tuesday column
of Daily Trust on 22™ April,
2003 two or three days after this
government was installed. But
if the Kano ANPP deems it fit

sio seck for re-election gome
l)(}? then 1 don? t&nnkl'w:bbc

B -a*«#»ﬂ
v g

, grieva
redresses. That can be seen in

both their conferences (Rimi
faction) of 1st and 3rd Octo-
ber, 2005 respectively. Alhaji

Muhammad Abubakar Rimi,

member, Board of Trustees of
the PDP; former Minister of
Labour and Productivity, Alhaji
Musa Gwadabe; former
Speaker, Federal House of Rep-
resentatives, Athaji Umar Ghali
Na’Abba; former Minister of
Mines and Power and later the
Internal A ffairs Minister during
the late General Sani Abacha
military administration, Alhaji
Bashir Dalhatu; former Minis-
ter of State for Works. Alhaji
Saleh Shehu; ex-civilian gov-
emor of Jigawa State, Barrister
Ali Sa’ad; former Ambassador
of Nigeria to Tanzania, Alhaji
Ahmed Usman; former Ambas-
sador of Nigeria to North Ko-
rea, Alhaji Daudu Suleiman and
several other party members
held a congress on Monday,
3rd October, 2005 in Kano as a
group popularly referred to as
PDP 7a Jama'a (the People’s
PDP).

Consequently, on Thurs-
day, 20" October, 2005, another
PDP faction popularly referred
to as PDP 7a Abuja (Abuja
PDP) met in the Sani Abacha
Stadium, Kano, comprising the
PDP bigwigs from Abuja.
These included deputy na-
tional leader who represented
the PDP National Chairman,

"Ahmﬂd[‘i Ah. Otherb in atten-

and ﬁmse' characters are the '
same people in today s wran-

gling of PDP; this time around

_united together (the Santsis

and Tabos). Also, on the other
hand, there is this probability
of re-union especially if you
apply the concept of the theory
of development that says “at
the end of every crisis, there is
development.” Because trying
to be a good student of history
especially if we relate to the
case in 1998 when all charac-
ters of people were brought to-
gether, some in bloc and formed
the PDP as the strongest party
not only in Nigeria or Africa,
but the world at large. I cannot
easily divorce the fact that
consociationalism would be a
viable option to restore nor-
malcy and greatness in PDP
{emphasis mine). Let’s bet!
The most important thing to
consider in making analysis
about this case is the reaction
of common people on Thurs-
day, October 20, 2005 congress
where they carried posters of
different candidates including
IBB, Obasanjo/Atiku, Uzor
Kalu, Kwankwaso, Aminu
Dabo and Ganduje on the other
hand from all walks of the
venue. Some notorious youth
carried a bier with a whitish
object inside indicating a dead
body. Jumping and shouting,
Rimi ya mutu, mun huta!’ (Rimi
is dead and we’re at peace!).
Because the whitish object in-
side the bier indicated the
corpse of Rimi with his poster

and pxtigress of : _ int
the state, so that he can score  straight

his 40 per cent pass mark on
leaving office after eight years.

witch-hunt anybody and
should also realise that the suc-
cess of the truce brokered be-
tween him and former Foreign
Affairs Minister, Sule Lamido
largely depends on how truly
Sule Lamido is committed to be
his brother and sisters’ keeper
(I wish his speech of October
20, 2005 in Kano came from the
bottom of his heart). And also
how strong the governor is to
accommodate the political in-
ter-play in the spirit of allow-
ing the natural role of events
between and among diverse in-
dividuals or groups of politi-
cians. Some among the specu-
lated interested politicians
have exhibited courage as well
as healthy competition with the
incumbent governor at various
levels in the past and at
present; like Alhaji Bashir
Dalhatu in the 2003 guberna-
torial election and Farouk
Adamu Aliyu, ANPP member,

Federal House of Representa-
tives and chairman, House
Committee on Population for
his incessant and vibrant role
of criticising and addressing
the shortcomings of the Turaki
ANPP government.

Athaji Saleh Shehu, former
Minister of State Works is an-
other person that the agony of
the politics of successor-ship

admire hls style of politics

~ when on Saturday, October 24,
Turaki should not tread or

20085, he toured some major cit-
ies in Jigawa including Dutse

_ and Hadejia to express his ges-

ture for the support accorded
him while serving as the minis-
ter, and to solicit for more sup-
port which of course was dis-
played by the cheering crowd
of people to his convoy carry-
ing his posters and that of his
boss, Vice President Atiku
Abubakar.

For Ali Sa’ad, ex-civilian
governor of Jigawa State, he
still celebrates his performance
in the sense that “12 years af-
ter his administration, no gov-
ernment in Jigawa has broken
the record he set in the provi-
sion of 1,000 houses in a very
short period of time with the
little money they earned com-
pared to what is provided
now.”

Still cropping up on the list
of speculated interested can-
didates for Jigawa gubernato-
rial seat in 2007 are Alhaji
Ahmed Usman, former Ambas-
sador of Nigeria to Tanzania.
He participated actively in
Jigawa PDP, but while some
people speculate about his in-
terest for governorship, others
view him as a senatorial candi-
date wishing to contest elec-
tion come 2007.

From all the foregoing, now
is sincerely the time to make

_ remains the grea

thing in this respect.

. From what happened in
Jigawa in the past, the concept
of re-election bid of an incum
bent government unlike i
Kano is a viable exercise, but
this issue is not a pressing one
at the moment. The ideal thing
to do now is to explore the cor
cept of development but the
one which emphasises that
“central to any attempt at de
velopment is the enlargemer
of people’s choices thereb
providing them with access i«
resources, which are neces
sary for decent living.” The
cumbent government
Jigawa State has after si
wasteful years embarked on
some laudable projects that are
sincerely long overdue for ex-
ecution; like the much-hyped
mass housing programme that
was on the millennium budge
of year 2000 in which 10/
houses each would be built
all the 27 local government an
50 development areas making
a total of 7,700 houses all ove
the state.

Let the Jigawa people
strike a ‘deal’ with Governo
Turaki about the state of the
current exercise. If duly com-
pleted, then they should pray
to God to save Turaki from
the EFCC after leaving office
in 2007.

Ahmadu A. Is’haq wrote in
from 67, Farm Centre, GRA,
Kano.
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hmed Yamel was a
bright student and a
sporteman. He played

active hockey, » wich was the
schooi’s pastime. ior his ma-
cho outlook, lie was popule -1y
called Man in our secondar,
school days in the mid-sixties!
You could therefore imagine
my disbelief when he recently
told me that he shed tears of
nostalgia after reading my last
piece titled The Revealing
Lullaby of Bebiya. Man, shed-
ding tears! I was touched. It
was a story that every one of
us from that culture knew. The
setting was very familiar to
every one of us and we remi-
nisce a lot as we pitied our
children for losing out to TV
and video games on that
score.

As we reminisced over the
bygone days, Ahmad El-
Rufa’i, (no relation to the fa-
mous minister) my four-year-
old son, walked in singing a
stanza from one of the stories

{ I had told them the previous
evening. ElI-Rufa’i was one

day almost refused treatment
at the National Hospital where

| he was taken to by his mother
| due to some ailment; because

one of the hospital staff

| thought he was the son of the

famous minister. The reason
was that the staff had to sleep
outside the previous night
because his ‘illegal’ structure
home in one of th
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owns
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session in the family sitting
-oom. He laughed and asked
what was the story again as it
t« 7 escaped his memory. I
toi "im that it was “The un-
grotefi: hovnbill” and went
ahead to teli hi and his friend
the story again.

Once upon a time, when
birds and other animals talked
like human beings, there was
a female hombill (Sheda in
Hausa language) that had
been looking for a husband for
quite a long time without get-
ting any suitor. She wouid fol-
low other girl-birds to the tree-
top arena every bird-market
day, with the hope that some
lonely bird may see and pro-
pose to her, but she never had
any luck. Other birds laughed
at and told her that no bird
worth his salt would marry
such a long-heaked creature.
Her beak was so long that
whenever she sat in her nest,
it would be protruding out like
one of the branches she had
her nest on.

She was disliked by her
bird-people and derided by
humans. She became very
upset and restless. She would
frequent ponds, lakes and riv-
ers; in fact, wherever birds
flocked, she would be
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should buy an eye protector
else she could easily pluck
one’s eyes out if one dared
cross her. Other birds would
cackle in jest and fly away.
This really got to her and she
would spend the night in the
trees crying until one day, a
group of birds tried to play
some pranks on her.

They knew that the king of
birds, Dawisu the peacock,
had lost his senior wife of re-
cent. They went and told him
that there was a beautiful girl-
bird who would fit the royal
nest-hold of the king and she
was yet to be betrothed to any
bird and felt that the king de-
served to be consoled by her
beauty. The king bought the
idea and said he would pay
Sheda a visit to see for him-
self.

A cute colourful robin was
quickly sent to warn Sheda of
the king’s impending visit and
its purpose. The poor girl-bird
became agitated, apprehen-
sive and not knowing how to
cover her long beak. On the
other hand, she thought it
would be a God-sent opportu-
nity to be able to entice Dawisu
the peacock and king of birds
and become his wife. She spent
the whole night thinking of

how to cover her long beak at

X E
least until tae marriage he

The ungrateful hornbill

beak for three days until the
marriage was contracted, then
the dove would have her beak
back.

The little dove was full of
pity and kindness. She re-
moved her beak and gave it to
Sheda, but entreated her to
make sure she brought it back
in three days time as the dove
could not feed using Sheda s
long and unwieldy beak.
Sheda swore by the lost bones
of her mother that immediately
the wedding was over, in three
days’ time, she would bring
back the beak to the dove.

That evening, Dawisu and
his bird entourage paid a visit
to Sheda and proposed to her,
which she quickly accepted
before something made him
change his bird-mind. That
same night, the bride was con-
veyed to the royal nest of
Dawisu where she was given
a very cozy nest built earlier
that morning. Sheda lived hap-
pily in the royal nest and for-
got about the poor dove who
gave her the beak with which
she was able to get married.
She became the favourite wife
of the king and anything she
wanted, the king would oblige
her.

Amonth later, the poor dove
had drastically lost weight as
the beak she was saddled with
would not allow her to feed. It
for a small bird that

s b

from his royal court. he prckex
his ablution container anc
went round to his convemence
only for his anus to be pricked
by Sheda’s long and unwieldy
appendage. The king involun
tarily jumped and if not because

Dawisu sarkin Tsuntsaye
Wata Sheda ta ari baki
Da ga kwana ukku ta ce

man he still practised flying, he
Yau gata hard a watanni  would have tumbled down the
Idan naje Koto tree to his death. He turned
Ni kan fadi kushangare around and began pulling the
Ni kan tashi kushangare  long appendage even a
Roughly translated: cried out saying it was her
Owners of this nest-hold,I  beak, not an alien thing e
greet you the king realised what 1S
I greet you night and day  he divorced and asked her &

[ ask if Tam at the royal nest
of Dawisu

Dawisu our avian king

His hornbill wife borrowed

pack everything that belonge
to her from the royal nest im
mediately.

As I concluded the storv. the

my little beak ier pessorisiting wids Yol
For three days she prom- sighed and philosop .
lselctirEZQ now dragged into observed the similarity be
) o tween Sheda and king Ok, as

many moons
When I go out picking
worms

ungrateful king in another land
who has a running bat '

I tumble and fall headlong  his people because he e
Her beak is too big for little  fused to return the beak ch
e the people lent to his ne
Then the nest-hold would years ago. Unlike Shea S
send her away with kind . Fi L
i A ever, Oki kept himself
words to another treetop un- ble fi ) ‘
til she got to the royal nest- Pregnavie ortress, ¢
hold of the king and she sang  Out of rock, to cacape &
similar appeal. At first, Sheda  people’s wrath. But like the hitle

pretended she had not heard
the dove’s appeal but other

dove, the people wer
mined to get what belonged

bird-wives did and stopped  them back. no matter w k
their chatter and listened at- 1t and hid. He ma .
an r ; 1t s > 0 o i’ ¥ i
= mﬁly }Nnh the %leL of as lucky as Sheda and go scol
envy, they told the little dove |
: ; free! They would su g

that she was in the right place.
Grudgingly, Sheda welcomed
her without shame. The little
dove refused to hear anything
but demanded for her beak
back ,which she forcefully re-
moved and threw the long
nable one back to Sheda
and immediately flew away.
Sheda sat gloomily in her
nest with a long beak protrud-
ing into the king’s treetop toi-
t. When Dawisu came back

him for all the carrior |
been eating with the
wise clean and holy b
We all laughed eve
friend remained dea
about the surcharge \
[ bade them goodb
thought of the day of
ing for such beak-ste
ers all over the
shook my head in u
anger over it.

1

fi_ Reactions to articles published in
_this paper may be directed to the

“editor via the email addressé?';
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FCT, ABUJA
OFFICE ADDRESS
Cio Plateau State Government's Lodge
N. 2. 1.1 Kadiva Close
Off. Jose Marti Crescent
Asokoro- Abua

PUBLIC NOTICE

1. The attention of the leadership of Platecau State
Indigenes Development Association (PSIDA), Abuja,
has been drawn to a purported plan by some groups of
persons to make public statements and/or actions on
behalf of the citizens of Plateau State in Abuja.

2. Much as PSIDA, Abuja, believes in the fundamental
rights of individuals and groups to express their
opinions on state, national and international issues, the
association wishes to state unequivocally that the
purported planned action is not at the instance of
Plateau State Indigenes Development Association,
Abuja.

As a non-partisan umbrella organization that caters for
the social and developmental needs of Plateau State
Indigenes in Abuja, we, like all Nigerians and other
citizens of Plateau State in particular, are concerned
about the state of affairs in our beloved state.

3. Consequently, we have initiated and are exploring
various avenues within our capabilities to assist, as
stakeholders in Plateau State, toward ensuring that our
state regains its normalcy and balance.

4. The planned action is and cannot therefore be the
brainchild of PSIDA.

5. We wish to seize this opportunity to commend all
categories of the citizens of the state and other
respectable Nigerians for their assiduous efforts at
bringing political equilibrium in Plateau State.

Long live Plateau State

Thank vnn

Q £ £ ‘_" B % g

Damlong Wilma, 1P
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Wednesday, January 2§, 2006

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
EVENT MANAGERS FOR INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION

A Strategic National Public Organization is planning to
host an International Exhibition in Abuja in the second
quarter of 2006 and hereby invites Expression of Interest

from an Individual Professional Consultant or an

experienced multidisciplinary Event Management
Consulting firm with DEMONSTRABLE REQUISITE
EXPERIENCE AND EXPERTISE to manage the planned fair.

Scope of Intervention:

» Developing a comprehensive and integrated
- strategy blueprint for the implementation of the
entire project;

» Design market driven programme structure for
the event as well as develop formats and systems
for various aspects of the project;

» Provide on-going advisory services throughout
the project to the client;

» Develop specifications and scheme of work for
the relevant services;

» Responsible for the cocruination of the entire
process;

»  Develop Marketing, Publicity, Logistics, Protocol
plans for implementation bearing in mind the
local and international participation profile.

»  Maintain presence in Client's Office throughout
the duration of the project;

» Serveas Secretariat for the event;

» Develop tools for monitoring value and
effectiveness of initiative; database to capture
exhibitor and visitors profile of the event.

Interested Individuals or Corporate Consultants with
requisite expertise and exposure in managing
international Exhibitions and Events are invited tc
respond to this request for expression of interest by
submitting detailed profiles to the Advertiser within one
week from the date of this publication. No late

applications will be entertained.

The Advertiser,

P. O. Box 14282,
Garki, Abuja,
Federal Capital Territory
Nigeria.
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Continued from yesterday

‘Give Africa chance to

they are actively consid-

It is also good news that

ering debt relief for other
African countries that do not
fall within the HIPC category,
Nigeria has benefited from

| debt relief and we are grateful

to those that made ft possible.
While asking for more conce-
ssions from our creditors, I

| also urge those of us that ha-
' ve benefited from earlier relief
| to translate it to identifiable

development endeavours as

' proof of our genuine concern
| about the future of our peo-

' Gentlemen,

ple.

Distinguished Ladies and
the German
President, "Mir. Horst Kohler

hosted us g the formal inawe= <

guration of his Partnership
with Africa Initiative in Bonn
in November 2005. We share
in his genuine concern and
dream for the future of Africa.
We welcome the on-going

| dialogue between Africa and
| the Nordic countries. We note
| with satisfaction the outcome
| of the just concluded meeting
| of the Africa-Nordic Foreign
' Ministers in Cotonou, Rep-
| ublic of Benin. We salute

these initiatives and similar
other Initiatives and pledge
our full cooperation to see the

| visions encapsulated therein
| succeed. It is my fervent view

that the future of our contin-
ent that is now receiving
international investment must
be one that is free of conflicts,
hunger, disease and want. It
is also one that has evolved
into a zone of peace; where
its resources are exploited for

| the sole purpose of develo-

| ping its societies; where

despair has yielded way to

t hope; and where the security

of generations yet unborn

| has been guaranteed today

through good practices in

| governance.

Your Excellencies, our
initiatives within the AU and
NEPAD have continued to
receive international endorse-
ment. History therefore beck-
ons on us to strengthen our
determination to create and
sustain the enthusiasm to
meet the growing aspirations
for development by our peo-
ple. Where we lack the capital
and technological know-how,
we are blessed with enormous
resources of land end abund-
ant labour to engage in const-
ructive and comparative part-
nership with the international
commumtv It is axiomatic

therefore that this is a basic

_mh_«

|'!,lu -

fur ~.J!‘«111A»1‘.\ to Africa’s
lems.
Dear Collez

oues. our L\ﬂv

1ce 1S Indicative

Being a text of a speech by President Olusegun Obasanjo
at the sixth ordinary session of the assembly of the African
Union, Khartoum, the Sudan, January 23, 2006

towards sustainable devel-
opment is being attained. The
onus of sustainability there-
fore resides with us. While
congratulating those of us
that have committed ourse-
lves to this process, I urge
those who have not, to find
the positive reasons to acc-
ede to APRM. The APRM pr-
ocess has served to improve
the image of Africa. I cong-
ratulate Ghana as the first
country to be peer-reviewed.

Your Excellencies, disting-
uished Ladies and Gentlemen,

‘there can Be.no socrgqivgkthw ,

out the youth This 1s more
so that society being a conti-
nuum depends on its youth
to relay the baton of regener-
ation. The strides we are mak-
ing today in reorganizing and
reforming our society are the
logical result of the knowl-
edge and experiences which
as youth we derived from our
forebears. It was therefore
most appropriate that the
theme of the France-Africa
Summit in December 2005
dwelt on the qualities and
potentialities of the African
youth.

I would like to use this
opportunity to thank once
again and congratulate the
conveners of the summit,
particularly our dear brother
and President of the Republic
of Mali, His Excellency Ama-
dou Toumani Toure, for succ-
essfully hosting that histo-
rical Summit. It is incumbent
upon us as servants of our
peoples, particularly the
youth of Africa, to ensure that
the outcome of that Summit
is given the necessary supp-
ort, both at national and cont-
inental levels.

Similarly, let me commend
to this summit the recommen-
dations of the Joint AU/ECA
Conference of Ministers of
Women and Gender Affairs in
Dakar in October 2005, for
serious consideration. We
have arrived at a stage in our
collective quest for solution
to our problems when issues
of interest and relevance to
our womenfolk must take the
center stage. Our commitment
to the realization of the MDGs
can only be total if we demo-
nstrate our abiding will and
resolve to uplift, even jump
start, our determination to put
the gender and vouth issues,
it \l'\ as regards the need
i 5e YWET ﬂl I
front burner of the
the AU
must pr

he
agenda of
at all times. The Al

> 1

id leader
OV1Qag 1€ 1€aaCT-

t, On

Support Mission (IGASOM)
to deploy. The other factor im-
peding progress in the achie-
vement of peace in Somalia is
the lack of the necessary
resources to prosecute the
AU’s agenda in the country.
The Ethiopia-Eritrea bor-
der demarcation process has
not recorded any significant
progress owing to the diver-
gent perspectives of the part-
ies to the implementation of
the Boundary Commission’s
decision. The disturbing sign-
als arising from the troops
deploymentinand around the

- Temporary Securlty Zone;
and the uncompromising sta-
nce of the two parties should

President Iusegun Obasanjo

be of concern to all of us. We
would therefore like to call on
the two parties to continue to
exercise restrain and to coop-
erate with the international
community towards a speedy
resolution of the dispute.
While appreciable progr-
ess is being made in the Abuja
Inter-Sudanese Peace Talks
on Darfur, the situation on the
ground in Darfur remains a
matter of deep concern. In
spite of the efforts made by
AU Mission in Sudan (AM-
IS), insecurity continues to
pre\ ail while the humanitarian
(] ” on .vvw\‘\ ']
mmv oved. The re
'lii\,' i )lli{” g H
the pe:

rs not to have
solution of
1818 18 Ci1l tiCe u l\‘

> 1
iC€ ana St

ind the

& Diplomatic

ations and counter accusa-
tions of both Sudan and Chad
of aggression in each other’s
territory and support for reb-
els in each other’s territory
are cause for serious concern
and should be handled with
the frankness it deserves in
finding out the real aggressor.
It is important that we take
appropriate steps to discou-
rage acts of destablization.
May I implore all parties conc-
erned to ensure continuous
faithful implementation of the
Comprehensive Peace Agree-
ment on Southern Sudan.

In the Central African
Republic, the seeming relapse
into-a stare of Insécurity curr-
ently being witnessed calls
for'our coneerted” attention:
The need to find lasting solut-
ions to these conflicts and

challenges of Insecurity and
instability should continue to
engage the attention of our
Union in the days ahead. We
should constantly have it in
mind that peace and security
are essential for development
and progress. Besides, the
scarce resources required for
development are wasted in
pursuing fratricidal wars.

In today’s Africa, political
tensions and conflicts can
only serve to reverse and eve-
ntually upstage the gains we
have made towards develop-
ment and progre%% I would

4\<r’|‘

acCros
';U{lell.\
s and give the

\ 1§ ican peop

le a

-

responsibility in global affairs.
It was against this backgr-
ound that in Maputo in 2003,
we set in motion the process
of institutional transform-
ation of the Union to meet the
present day challenges. Whi-
le almost all the organs of the
Union have been established
and are operational, the
operationalisation of a few of
them remains outstanding.
These include the Special
Technical Committees, the
Court, the Financial Institut-
ions and the full attainment
of the status of the Economic,
Social, and Cultural Council
(ECOSDCC). You will theref-
ore agree with-me thatthe est-
ablishment of, and full oper-

atibhadlisation of these org-

ans, constitute the immediate
challenge in the institutional
transformation process.

Let me also remind us that
to enable the Union to imple-
ment its programmes, member
states must meet their finan-
cial obligations not only by
paying their assessed contri-
butions but also by making
voluntary donations to our
solidarity programmes. Furth-
ermore, we need to recommit
ourselves to ensuring that
outstanding and existing
instruments are ratified and
implemented by all member
states.

In the same vein, about
four years after the transfor-
mation of the OAU to AU, our
progress in the area of socio-
economic integration and
ultimate political integration
appears to be slow. Our sea-
rch for paradigms and meth-
odology in moving the attain-
ment of our objective of socio-
economic and political integr-
ation forward resulted in a two
day conference on the theme:
Africa and the Challenges of
the Changing Global Order:
Desirability of a Union Gove-
rnment, which we in Nigeria
had the privilege to host in
Abuja from 12-13 November
2005. I believe that the concl-
usions and recommendations
from that conference would
have been, communicated
across accordingly. We wou-
1d therefore be helping the
cause of African Unity and
development if we freely arid
honestly contribute our ideas
to the debate at this auspic-
ious moment of our history.
Meanwhile, to give fillip to the
pursuit of achieving this
objective, it is recommended
that we should, without fur-
ther delay, accelerate the imp-

I imtegration such as

ies of free movement of
ms, goods and services
a the continent

row’

¥

beneficial to all. Any s
tructure without firn
solid foundation on the w

are and well-being of o1

ples in our different cou S
will either not hold or
collapse.

Your Excellencies, dist
uished Ladies and Gentle
permit me to pay tribute
Chairperson of the Con
ssion, Dr. Alpha Oumar K
are, for the dynamic leade
ship and the able manne
which he has been hand
the affairs of the Commuiss
We also recognize and appr
ciate the contributions
other Commissioners a
as. these of the officer
staff of the Commissior
ards ‘the realization o
common goals and ol
ives.

I'would also like to exp
my appreciation to our p
ners whose presence a
us today is a testimo
their genuine desire to
nue to collaborate with us
the development of our ¢
nent. We hereby recognize
the tremendous suppor
which you have renderes
our organization, especiall
the area of peace and secun
as well as in addressing the
challenges of poverty and !
promotion of sustainab
socio-economic development
in Africa.

Dear colleagues, distingu
ished Ladies and Gentlemen
as we meet yet again to disc
uss the future of our great
continent, let us remain cons
cious of the fact that we stand
at the threshold of history
The project new Africa that
we midwife must not be
sacrificed at the altar of nar
row interests of individuals
and groups. No efforts shou
1d be spared to consolidat
the achievements alread
recorded. Similarly, we shoul
not shy away from tack
emerging challenges ir
best tradition of democrat
values, transparency an
respect fur the fundament:
human rights of our people

Finally, and in all humi
I would like to express
deep appreciation and satisf
action for the honour best
owed on me and on my ¢
ntry, Nigeria, for the opp«
unity to direct the affairs
our great continental orga
zation for the past eight
months. I thank all my ds
guished colleagues for
cooperation and supp
ensuring that the burder
not too heavy to car

God continue to g

I "» dk&lk; ng on
that our Great contin
follow

Your Excellencies
uished Ladies and Ge
y hon

.“«‘xli}
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rural province in

South Korea plans

to give financial aid
to help lonely male farmers
pay for mail-order brides from
overseas.

South Kyongsang
province plans to start a trial
programme in which it will
give 6 million won (3,500
pounds) to male farmers who
marry foreign women, an
official said on Tuesday.

South Korean farmers
have been turning to brides
from other parts of Asia in
“recent years after struggling
! to woo local women, who are
often less than enthralled with
the prospect of rural life.

“Young men in the
countryside have a hard time
: finding brides and they
started to look elsewhere,”
said Ryu Kum-ju, an
agricultural poligy official for
| the province, located in the

southern part of the country.
|  “We decided to give
| financial support to those
{ men for a trial period,” Ryu
| said by telephone.

| The province also plans
| to increase courses for
| foreign' brides to ‘help them

{

adjust to life in South Korea.

The local government
estimates it costs about 12
million won (12,000 pounds)
for a farmer to pay all the fees
and travel required to find a

bride overseas.

The number of South
Korean men who have married
foreign women has rocketed
in recent years. It hit 25,594 in
2004, more than double the

11,017 in 2002, according to
data from the Korea National
Statistical Office.

China provides most of
the brides, while Vietnam is ;

second on the list.

utch police have
arrested a thief they
dubbed the
“salamander man” who talked
his way into the homes of
dozens of unsuspecting
people by saying he was
looking for his lost
| salamander, hamster or

Man jumps from moving jetliner onto tarmac

n airline passenger
bit a fellow traveler
Monday, then jum-
ped out of a jetliner as it was
moving to take off, authorities

| said. He was later subdued

| with a stun gun.

The man was taken to a
hospital from the Fort Laude-

rdale airport, the Broward |

Drunk-driving suspect flees in
It was unclear whether he was |
' injured. The other passenger |
suffered minor injuries from |
- her handcuffs and drove

County sheriff’s office said.

' the bite.

| flight had been delayed for

about 30 minutes, and as the | ;
¢ 4 | Veronique Armour, 22, was
Boeing 737 began to taxi, the |

man started yelling to get off,
the sheriff’s office said.

He ran to the front of the
plane and banged on wind-
ows and the cockpit door,

‘ authoritie;s said. As passe-

ngers and crew members tried
to restrain him, he bit a pass-
enger.

When the pilot depressu-
rized the cabin, the man
opened a door, jumped to the
tarmac and ran toward the
terminal. Deputies said they
zapped him with a stun gun

after he resisted arrest.

Troy Rigby, 28, will be
charged with criminal misc-
hief, criminal trespass, battery,
resisting arrest with violence
and battery on a law enforc-
ement officer, in addition to
an outstanding warrant for
manjuana possession, the

sheriff’s office said.

The plane, set to fly from
Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood
International Airport to
Newark, N.J., was carrying 116
passengers and five crew
members. It was rescheduled
for later Monday, a Contin-
ental spokesman said.

Europe’s pot-smoking capital Sunday for a trade show that is taking on the trappings of a major industry fair, complete with scantily clad models, glossy brochures and, of course, samples.

S/Korean province plans aid for mail-order brides [)

This crook
gets an “A”
for originality

iguana.
Police said Mondav they
had been hunting the 33-
| year-old homeless for
| months and that had
admitted to about 60 thefis q
towns across the country. |
Once inside a house, the
man stole wallets and loose
cash. Police arrested him |
Friday after a tip off and found
nine empty wallets in his car,
which had been stolen the
day before.

! somehow

Chicago woman
arrested for drunken
driving slipped off

The Continental Airlines | aWway ina police cruiser, police

said on Saturday.

Chicago resident
stopped early Friday as she
drove in the wrong lane on a
city street. While a police
officer was removing
Armour’s 1995 Honda Civic
hatchback from the street, she
escapef* the

handcuffs and drove away in
the officer’s cruiser, said
police spokeswoman: Joann
Taylor.

Whatever you do, don’t call

Japanese nurse who
tried to relieve her
work stress by tear-
ing off patients’ nails was
sentenced Monday to three
years and eight months in

. prison.

“woman,

Armour was caught a few
minutes later in a parking lot
about a mile away, police said.

In addition to charges of

The 32-year-old Japanese
who worked at a
hospital in the ancient capital
of Kyoto, tore off the finge-
rnails and toenails of six
femaie patients in Septcmber
and October 2004. T‘he patie

pollce car |

driving under the mTuence
and related traffic violatons,
Armour faces charges of
possessing a stoles icle

and escaping from p

for the nurse

nts were all imm fter
strokes or other

The Kyoto Dist
said the woman ha
tted the cruel acts
stress she was un
extra work forced h
her supervisors

urt
um
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Each year, 100,000 Sudanese under-fives die of prevetable diseases

UNICEF appeals for $805m in aid

nicef has launched an
appeal to raise more
than $800m (£450m) to

help women and children affe-
cted by humanitarian emerg-
encies in 29 countries.

The organisation praised
donors for their response to
disasters such as the Asian
tsunami and Pakistan earthq-
uake.

But it said the number of
humanitarian crises in 2005
had taken its toll in overstre-
tched aid workers, under-
funded relief projects and
donor fatigue.

Most appeals got just a
fraction of the money called
for, the UN agency said.

Unicef’s report, publi-
shed in Geneva on Monday,

| said that despite breaking fun-
| ding records in 2005, only four

of Unicef’s 25 emergency ap-

peals had received 50% of the
required amount.

Children live in an almost
constant state of emergency
because they are growing up
in extreme poverty

Of the requested $805m,
more than a third of the total
is for Sudan, where contin-
uing conflict in the western
Darfur region is threatening
the survival of 1.4 million
children.

Dan Toole, Unicef’s dire-
ctor of the office of emergency
programmes, who launched
the Humanitarian Action
Report, said a swift response
to crises was essential to
meeting long-term develop-
ment goals.

“In many of these coun-
tries, children live in an almost
constant state of emergency
because they are growing up

Rescuers hunt for Kenya survivors

escuers are cutting
through layers of con-
crete hoping to find

survivors from a building that
collapsed in the Kenyan
capital, Nairobi.

At least eight people were
killed and more than 100 are
in hospital.

Many people are still tho-
ught to be trapped in the rub-
ble. Rescuers are concentr-
ating on four areas where they
have heard tapping or muted

| voices.

US and Israeli teams have
arrived at the site to help the
rescue effort, with a British
team due soon.

About 200 people were
thought to be in or around the
four-storey building when it
collapsed on Monday. The
building was still under con-
struction at the time.

The BBC’s Karen Allen, at
the scene, says that although
more heavy lifting gear has
been brought in, much of the
debris is having to be moved
by hand because of fears that
other parts of the building

| may collapse.

I was taking a nap after

having had lunch when I.

heard someone shouting to
run.

Calvince Omondi, a volu-
nteer rescuer, told AFP news
agency that contact had been

established with several peo- -

ple trapped in the building’s
basement.

President Mwai Kibaki is
to cut short a visit to Sudan
to co-ordinate rescue efforts.

Both Police Inspector
Matthew Limo and Kenyan
Housing Minister Soita Shita-
nda suggested that building
regulations had been flouted,
AFP reports.

“If there was any plann-
ing approved by the city cou-
ncil, that plan was not follo-
wed to the letter or it was not
a propér plan,” Mr Shitanda
said.

One worker, James Ofu-
nyi, said the workers were on
their lunch break, with many
asleep in the building when it
collapsed.

“I was taking a nap after
having had lunch when I
heard someone shouting to
run, but I didn’t get downs-
tairs fast enough because the
building started falling,” he
told AP news agency.

“I jumped to the other
side.”

According to a Reuters
news agency reporter, some
of the concrete was still wet.

i

in extreme poverty, without
access to education or the
most basic health services,”
he said.

The BBC’s Imogen Fou-
lkes in Geneva says Unicef'is
unlikely to be funded in full.

With partial funding, she
adds, the organisation will be
able to carry out life-saving
work such as food distribu-
tion and immunisation, but
other long-term health and
education projects may miss
out.

According to the 200-
page report, areas in critical
need of funding include:

Sudan, where an estim-
ated 17 million people are
without access to safe water
and more than 20 million are
without safe sanitation

Eastern and southern
Africa, which have had more
emergencies over the past
decade than any other region
in the world, including the
current drought, the HIV/
Aids pandemic and widesp-

Uganda rebels kill

eight UN peacekeepers

gandan rebels ambu-

shed UN peaceke-

epers in Congo on
Monday, killing eight of them
in a gunbattle that also left 15
attackers dead near the Sud-
anese border, UN officials
said.

The Guatemalan peacek-
eepers were looking for Lo-
rd’s Resistance Army rebels
from Uganda who were beli-
eved to be in Garamba Natio-
nal Park, in Congo’s remote
northeast, UN spoke-sman
Kemal Saiki said.

The incident was the sec-
ond largest single loss of life
suffered by the 16,000-strong
peacekeeping mission since it
began in 1999. Nine Bangla-
deshi troops were killed in
February 2005 by ethnic
militiamen.

The Ugandan rebels oper-
ate mostly from bases in sou-
thern Sudan, but some figh-
ters fled to eastern Congo late
last year following pressure
from Ugandan troops who ha-
ve been permitted by Suda-
nese authorities to pursue
them to their rear bases.

Between 50 and 60 armed
Ugandan rebels launched
Monday’s attack, which beg-
an at dawn and lasted about
four hours until a helicopter-
borne Nepalese contingent
arrived in support, said Hans-
Jakob Reichen, a UN military
spokesman.

UN troops killed 15 of the
attackers, Reichen said. In
addition to the eight peacek-
eeper deaths, five Guatemalan
soldiers were wounded, the
UN said.

The UN has about 16,000
troops in mineral-rich Congo
— 105 from Guatemala —
helping the government sec-
ure a fragile peace after a
1998-2002 war that drew in the
armies of half'a dozen African

| nations.

Saiki said the UN would

read malnutrition.

Congo president Dennis Sassou Nguesso

| not be deterred.

“Anyone who thinks
we’re going to give up is seri-
ously mistaken,” he told The
Associated Press.

At UN headquarters in
New York, spokesman Steph-
ane Dujarric said Secretary-
General Kofi Annan “is dee-
ply saddened at and cond-
emns” the killings. Annan
“expresses his deepest cond-
olences to the government of
Guatemala, to the families of
the deceased soldiers and to
all the victims of this tragic
incident,” Dujarric said.

Separately, Dujarric said
Indian peacekeepers serving
further south in North Kivu
province came under insur-
gent fire while on patrol. Peac-
ekeepers returned fire, killing

four attackers and captui
weapons, ammunition
communications equipmen
he said.

In Guatemala City, offic
ials mourned the deaths, b
said they would not withdra
their troops from the UN force

“This is the cost of pe
ce,” said Jorge Ortega Gayia
a Guatemalan army spok
sman. “One of the most dang
erous operations that
troops have is the impositic
of peace.”

Including Monday’s los
es, about 70 peacekeepers
have died in Congo since the
UN mission began, from fig!
ting, disease and vehicle acc
dents. UN officials say 2%
the deaths were from comba

Congo is now AU head

n African summit on
ATuesday picked Con-

go Republic to head
the African Union after strong
opposition to Sudan taking
over the leadership because
of fears its human rights rec-
ord could hurt African cred-
ibility abroad.

Under a compromise deal,
Sudan takes over leadership
of the pan-African body after
Congo Republic steps down
next year.

Critics had said Sudan
should not get the chair while
it was under fire for rights abu-
ses in its western region of
Darfur, where 7,000 AU peac-
ekeepers are trying to uphold
a tentative ceasefire between
the government and rebels.

Some diplomats said the
solution was mainly a face-
saving measure for Sudan,
which had initially been relu-
ctant to withdraw its candi-
dacy. They said Sudan’s chai-
rmanship in 2007 could well
be challenged later on.

Rebels had threatened to
quit AU-sponsored peace
talks in Nigeria if Sudan was
picked as the next AU head.
One Darfur rebel group said
they would continue talking
after Congo was chosen but
would not accept Sudan’s
presidency in the future if the
Darfur conflict was not reso-
lved.

“They are all congratula-
ting the Congolese president
now,” a delegate told Reuters
from inside the hall where
heads of state and foreign mi-
nisters met on Tuesday and
finally broke a deadlock that
led to heated exchanges on
Monday.

Shortly after the decision
was announced in the hall,
Congo President Denis Sass-
ou Nguesso took the chair
from outgoing president, Nig-
eria’s Olusegun Obasanjo,
who has held the post for ne-
arly two years.

Sudanese Foreign Mini-
stry spokesman Jamal Ibrahim
said Sudan would take over
the leadership rof the AU.in
2007. An AU official said a
draft resolution on the issue

still had to be formally app
oved. Such resolutions arc
usually rubber-stamped

One rights group said this
move just postponed the
presidency problem and. by
promising Sudan the chai
failed to put conditions on S
dan to address rights abusc
accusations.

“If Sudan’s records of a
ocities disqualifies (President
Omar Hassan) al-Bashir fr
the presidency this year. how
can we be sure that this d
esn’t disqualify him ne¢
year?” said Reed Brody fr
New York-based Hum
Rights Watch.

Western diplomats sa
the AU’s decision to de
Sudan’s appointment show
the organization, set up
2002, would not be defle
from its mission to prom
democracy, human rights
development and was res;
nsive to world opinion

“It definitely shows
they are very sensitive a
what the world thinks,”
one Western diplomat

The United States |
said it was concerned ab
a Sudanese presidency

On the first day of
summit in Khartoum, A fric
nations were deeply sp
about Sudan, which put its
forward for the presiden
based on a tradition that 1
summit host takes over as the
AU’s head.

Sudan had said it had the
backing of North and Eas
Africa, but diplomats sai
southern, western and centra
African countries had urges
Khartoum to withdraw
nomination.

The summit had disc
ssed the possibility of ext«
ding Nigeria’s term, but s
African nations were war
breaking a tradition
rotating presidency.

Obasanjo had help
drive the AU forward or
ues such as improving g
rnance. Diplomats saic
influence of the AU presidc
largely depends on the pers
onrhelding the post and :
Congo’s Sassou had a

international reputation
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Prewdent of Venezuela Hugo Chavez waves to people in La Paz, Bolivia on Monday Jan 23 2006.
Chavez said he welcomed the political arrival of Bolivian President Evo Morales, a 46-year-old

socmltst who once claimed he would be ‘Washington’s nightmare’if elected in the wave of new leftists

Europe ‘knew about’ CIA flights

. ands more were expected at |

uropean governments
Ewere almost certainly

aware of the CIA’s sec-
ret prisoner flights via Euro-
pean airspace or airports, a
key report has said.

The preliminary report
comes from Swiss MP Dick
Marty, for the human rights
watchdog the Council of
Europe.

The US admits picking up
terrorism suspects but denies
sending them to Arab nations
to face torture.

Mr Marty said he could
not be certain that the CIA
used secret prisons in Europe
to interrogate terror suspects.

The BBC’s Tim Franks at
the Council of Europe says
the Swiss senator’s report
does not appear to reveal hard
new facts.

Mr Marty began his inv-
estigation in November and
presented his interim report to
the Council of Europe in Stra-
sbourg on Tuesday morning.

In his report, he said “ren-
dition” - the secret transport

of prisoners via Europe to
third countries wheresthey
may have been tortured - see-
med to have affected more th-
an 100 people in recent years.

He cited the case of the
Egyptian political refugee,
Abu Omar, who was, he said,
abducted by the CIA in the
middle of the Italian city,
Milan, in 2003, flown to Egypt
and then tortured.

The report said his case
was just one part of “a great
deal of coherent, convergent
evidence pointing to the exis-
tence of a system of ‘reloca-

tion’ or ‘outsourcing’ of tort-

’”

ure”.

In another case, a German
man was said to have been
kidnapped in Macedonia and
taken to Afghanistan.

Forty-six members, 21 of
them from Central and Eastern
Europe.

Set up to defend human

rights, parliamentary democ- |

racy and the rule of law.

Acts as human rights wat- |
i their crazy imperialist dre-

chdog for Europe.

Oversees the European |

Court of Human Rights.
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i Venezuela leader hosts

world social forum

housands of activists
I gathering in Venez-
uela’scapital for a six-
day World Social Forum that
opens Tuesday include anti-
war protesters, Indian lead-
ers, campaigners against free
trade and environmentalists.
But they are all united by one
thing: their opposition to
President Bush.

The forum, which was set
to begin Tuesday afternoon
with an anti-imperialist march
through Caracas, was organ-
ized by Venezuelan President
Hugo Chavez, who has frequ-
ently clashed with the United

States and accuses it of plot- |
ting to overthrow him. He is |

also one of the leading voices
of the new left sweeping
across Latin America.
Organizers said more than
60,000 people had signed up
to attend and tens of thous-

the forum, about half of them
from outside Venezuela.
Anne Hess, an activist
from Norway, said she was
attending the meeting to pro-
test Bush and British Prime
Minister Tony Blair, who led
the 2003 invasion of Iraq.
“We need to stop the war
in the Middle East,” she said

Monday. “We need the whole |

world out in the streets again
to stop Bush and Blair, and

ams.”
Chavez is expected to

address activists on the side-
lines of the conference. He
has recently strengthened
ties across South America as
left-leaning leaders have won
power in countries from
Argentina to Bolivia.
“Venezuela has become an
epicenter of change on the
world level,” Chavez said
Friday, referring to the event
ina speech. “That’s why (US)
imperialism wants to sweep us
away, of course ... because
they say we are a bad example.
But they haven’t swept us
away and they won’t.”
Chavez has used a win-

dfall in oil profits to funnel n
lions of dollars into progran
for the poor — somethir
that has made him an inspir
tion for like-minded activist
But organizers of the fon
emphasized the event was 1
intended as a giant rally f
Chavez, though it was backe
by government funding as
past years.

The World Social Forur
was first held in Brazil in 20¢
and coincides each year wit
the market-friendly Worl
Economic Forum of politic:
and business leaders i
Davos, Switzerland.

Dozens dead in
Balkan train crash

t least 44 people were
killed when a passe-
nger train plunged

into a ravine in southern
Montenegro.

US was ‘outsourcing’
torture -Probe

Swiss investigator
said on Tuesday there
was evidence of “out-

sourcing of torture” by the
United States but he had not
uncovered any irrefutable
evidence that the CIA oper-
ated secret prisons in Europe.

Dick Marty, a Swiss sena-
‘or investigating the charges
for the Council of Europe
human rights watchdog, said
it was “highly unlikely” that
European governments were
unaware of the abduction and
transfer of prisoners.

There was “a great deal of
coherent, convergent evide-
ace pointing to the existence
of a system of ‘relocation’ or
‘outsourcing of torture®,”
Marty said in,a preliminary
‘eport prepared for the 46-
1ation body in Strasbourg in
zastern France.

“No cogent evidence has
/et emerged on the existence
n Europe of detention camps
ike the one at Guantanamo
3ay,” he added, referring to
he controversial US military

detention center in Cuba.
The initial findings were
serious enough to warrant
further investigation, he said.
“On the other hand, it has
been proved — and in fact
never denied — that individ-
uals have been abducted,
deprived of their liberty and
transported to different desti-
nations in Europe, to be hand-

ed over to countries in which | . Vi ;
. returning from a skiing trip.

they have suffered degrading
treatment and torture,” he
said.

“It is highly unlikely that
European governments, or at
least their intelligence serv-
ices, were unaware.”

The US Central Intellig-
ence Agency is alleged to ha-
ve operated a secret network
of jails in Europe, covertly
flying prisoners through
airports on the continent in
CIA planes.

The US government has
neither denied nor confirmed
the reports of secret deten-
tion centers, first made in the
Washington Post in Nove-
mber.

7

More than 180 people
were injured one of the worst
rail accidents in Montenegro’s
history.

The disaster happened

. shortly after 1600 (1500 GMT)
i on Monday at Bioce, about
i 10km (six miles) north of the
| capital Podgorica.

Interior Minister Jusuf

. Kalamperovic said it was

caused by a failure in the
train’s braking system.

The train - carrying about
300 people from the northern
town of Bijelo Polje to the port
town of Bar - plunged into the
100m-deep (330ft-deep)
ravine full of rocks.

Ninety of the injured are
said to be children. Many were

The government has decl-
ared three days of mourning
and Transport Minister And-
rija Lompar has offered his
resignation over the accident.

Helicopters hovered over
the site as rescuers struggled
amid bad weather to reach the
stranded survivors.

“I had fallen asleep when
a loud noise woke me,” surv-
ivor Stanislava Bukovic told
the Associated Press news
agency.

“Then I felt something hit
my head and lost conscio-
usness. The next thing I knew

.

I was on this stretcher,” she
said.

Karman Chofu, another
passenger, said: “It was
horrible, I saw many-dead and
wounded around me.”

Montenegrin President
Filip Vujanovic and Prime
Minister Milo Djukanovic
rushed to the crash site.

“A terrible tragedy happ-
ened at Bioce and everything
is being done to reduce the
number of casualties as much
as possible,” President Vuja-
novic told reporters.

“The whole republic has
been mobilised to save lives.
We are all hoping that this
terrible accident will have as
few casualties as possible,”
he added.

Serbia and Montenegro’s
rail network has suffered from
years of under-investment
but is used by much of the
population simply because it
is the cheapest method of
travel, the BBC’s Balkans
correspondent Matt Prodger
says.

Montenegro is the smaller
of two republics making up
Serbia and Montenegro, the
only two republics of the
former Yugoslavia still joined
together.

It has a population of
about 620,000.

Conservative Party wins
in Canada election

TTAWA - Stephen
O Harper and his Cons-

ervative Party won
national elections Monday
and ended 13 years of Liberal
rule, a victory expected to
move Canada rightward on
social and economic issues
and lead to improved ties with
the United States.

The Conservatives’ win-
ning margin was too narrow
to avoid ruling with a minority
government, a situation that
will make it difficult to get
legislation through a divided
House of Commons.

The triumph for the Cons-
ervatives came with many
Canadians weary of the bro-
ken promises and corruption
scandals under the Liberal
Party, making them willing to
give Harper a chance to gov-
ern despite concerns that
some of his social views are
extreme.

“Tonight friends, our
great country has voted for
change, and Canadians have
asked our party to take the
lead in delivering that cha-
nge,” Harper told some 2,000
cheering supporters at his
campaign headquarters in
Calgary.

Relations with the Bush
administration will likely
improve under Harper as his
ideology runs along the same
lines of many US Republ-

icans.

Harper has said he woul
reconsider a US. missi
defense scheme rejected b
the current Liberal gover
ment of Prime Minister Pau
Martin. He also said he wan
ted to move beyond the Kyo
to debate by establishing difi
erent environmental controls
spend more on the Canadiar
military, expand its peacek
eeping missions in Afghan
istan and Haiti and tightes
security along the border wit!
the United States in an effort
to prevent terrorists and guns
from crossing the frontier

With nearly all votes cou
nted in the race for the 308
seat House, officials results
showed Conservatives with
123 seats; Liberals with 103
Bloc Quebecois with 50, New
Democratic Party with 28; and
one seat to an Independent
Three seats still haven’t been
determined.

Prime Minister Paul Mar-
tin conceded defeat and said
he would step down as head
of the party, though remain in
Parliament to represent the
Montreal seat he won again
It was an unusual move to do
both on the same night, but
Martin appeared upbeat and
eager to continue to fight the
Conservatives from the oppo-
sition benches of the House

Conservative Leader Stephen Harer gives the thumbs up in Calgary
Canada, Monday, Jan. 23, 2006....
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ADVERTORIAL
RE: ALLEGED THREAT ON KUMALIA’S LIFE — A REJOINDER

\\cdncsda\. Jdnu.lr\ 25. 2006

government through the governor’s Director of Press, Alhaji Usman Chiroma, on
the above subject matter as published in a paid advert in the Weekly Trust edition
of January 14 — 21, on page 16.

To start with, we want to make it abundantly clear that if the Chiroma we know is not
on the payroll of the Borno State government as an employee, he would have perhaps
been bold enough to state the facts of the matter, without trying to play to the gallery as
demonstrated in that watery position.

But what he has done is allowed. At least, he has to justify his pay as the governor’s
spokesman. However, at the appropriate time, we would not be surprised if he (Chiroma)
makes a u-turn because even an infant in Borno State today knows that the unprovoked
attack on the person of our leader, Honourable Mohammed Umara Kumalia, was initiated
and is being sustained by the state government.

It is therefore common to find the young and the old in Borno State saying gaskiya,
Mutane Sheriff ne suke neman fada kulun (meaning, it is the Sheriff’s people that always
look for Kumalia’s trouble)”, when asked to comment on the recent and unfortunate
dimension the politics of Borno State has assumed in recent times.

Now, on the issue at stake, in the said advertorial, the Borno State government
claimed that Kumalia was accompanied by “illegally armed thugs as usual” and that the
police report, as claimed by the government, indicated that at the venue of the wedding
ceremony whick Kumalia had gone to attend, a certain Alhassan Aliyu dared to shout “Sai
SAS” in the presence of Kumalia. And that the intolerant of divergent vocal views, like his
boss (Kumalia), one of his thugs,... completely enraged and unrestrained by Kumalia,
violently attacked Alhassan (one of the governor’s thugs) with a machete in full public
glare.”

Chiroma concluded in that advertorial that the rumour that Alhassan had been
murdered precipitated that attack on Kumalia in his premises, which according to him
(Chiroma), the police described as a “revenge mission”.

Nothing can be far from the truth. We made our positions clear in our petition to the
office of the Inspector General of Police after the attack, to the effect that the Borno State
Police Commissioner has abdicated his office. So if what Chiroma said was true about his
(CP) position, then we are not surprised.

But we must place on record that the attack was a premeditated one. It will interest
the members of the public to know that before the attack, Hon. Kumalia wrote to the office
of the Inspector-General of Police (see box), Commissioner of Police, Borno State; the
Director of SSS, Borno State, and even the office of the speaker of the Federal House of
Representatives, intimating them of the planned attack.

In fact, the Speaker, Aminu Bello Masari, was said to have personally called the IGP
on phone on the issue, before Kumalia left for Maiduguri for the wedding.

If the attack was not a premeditated one, what would about 200 army of political
thugs who are well-known in the state to be the governor’s supporters be doing at a
wedding the governor was not billed to attend? This, no doubt, clearly shows that it was
a planned thing.

As Kumalia alighted from the vehicle, they’ were all shouting ‘Sai SAS’, but he
ignored them and went straight into the venue of the wedding. And because he has
always warned his supporters never to engage anyone in either a verbal or physical war,
up till the point he went into the venue of the wedding, none of his supporters responded
to the unprovoked provocation.

But as Kumalia was later briefed by the Police who effected the arrest of one of his
supporters, |twasthethugswhoswmmedontheyoungmanwhcnhcdaredtoaskﬂ:e

gmnptoshutup'

' And when the Police noticed fhat Kﬁmalia’s supporter was likely to be sent to nine
feet below the grouhd, following the swarming on him, it quickly intervened by “arresting”
the young man to safety.

That Kumalia is intolerant of divergent views is untrue. Chiroma knows who between
his boss and Kumalia is intolerant of divergent views.

Again, Chiroma knows who between his boss and Kumalia moves about with
political thugs. There are several instances to buttress the above submissions, but just a
few may suffice here.

During the 2004 hajj exercise, at the airport, while the governor was telling the then
intending pilgrims that he was never briefed about their predicament by his deputy, Adamu
Dibal, who was then the amirul hajj, one of the then intending pilgrims who perhaps knows
what the issue then was, which we do not intend to address here, said to the governor”:
Walahi, kai makaryeci ne (meaning, I swear in the name of God, you’re a liar).

Right in the presence of the governor, the thugs pounced on the man and beat him
to stupour, until the deputy governor and other by-standers asked them to stop beating
him. Was Kumalia there?

Two, when the then Police Commissioner, Ade Ajakaiye, who is now in Umuhia as
AIG, was in Borno State, the thugs also made an attempt to attack Kumalia. The first one,
as soon as Kumalia got wind of the planned attack, he shelved his scheduled trip to
Maiduguri. And when he called security operatives in Borno to go to the airport to
ascertain his claim that the thugs were already positioned there to attack him, the security
operatives went there and behold, they saw the army of thugs.

Again, when Kumalia eventually came to Maiduguri to address the press on the
purported plan to recall him, the same thugs were seen in a coastal bus loaded with
dangerous weapons. But for the then police commissioner’s wisdom, Ade Ajakaiye, who
deployed a truck load of anti-riot Mobile men to the airport, only God knows what would
have happened.

If the Police in Borno State keep their records well, and are unwilling to be partisan
in this unfolding scenario, the records are there for everyone to see. If as claimed by
Chiroma, Kumalia is the one that has been provoking the attack, how come the government
never reported any of such cases to the police?

So far, we have made five different reports on five different occasions to the police.
When Kumalia was attacked at the wedding ceremony of the Zannah Dujima of Borno’s
children, Umoru Bukar Mandara, right inside Mandara’s premises, was he (Kumalia) the
one that provoked that attack too? What about the attack on him in Biu? We are sure he
provoked that one too?

It is on record that neither Kumalia nor any of his supporters have ever provoked
any attack. Rather, it is the government sponsored thugs that have been attacking people
perceived to be opposed to the governor’s style of governance. The list is long, but you
can ask Kakina, the strongwoman of Borno politics; Kaka Bolori, former MMC council
Chairman or even Mutawalli Kashim Ibrahim-Imam, who was the PDP’s flag-hearer during
the 2003 April gubernatorial poll. They will all tell you the name of the person that has
been sending and has continued to send thugs after them.

It is true that Kumalia and the former Biu Council Chairman, Alhaji Ali Biu, were at
the police station. But it was not necessarily to “exert s0 much pressure on the police to

‘ ’ re read with utmost dismay the distortion of facts as presented by the Borno State

free the culprit, apparently in an effort to cover up their tracks to obstruct just
criminal matter,” as claimed by the Borno State government in that advertorial.
All we wanted was to know why only the young man was arrested w

corresponding arrest of those who not only came to the venue of the wedding t« 1S§
and intimidate us, but who also followed us to the premises of our leader, Kum o
unleash violence on us.

And in fact, the other group who chose to call themselves SAS super yout e

not arrested at all. They appeared from the Government House, Maiduguri on 1 .
December 20, 2005, in chauffeur-driven government vehicles and headed for the ¢
headquarters; from there to a magistrates’ court, where they were assured of getting
to come home later. And that was exactly what happened. Do you really call that an
If you ask for our opinion, we will choose to describe it an “arrangee arrest”.

The said publication also described our leader, Kumalia, as someone who use
and dumps” one. Chiroma should know better who that description fits. He shou sk
Dan-Shagamu who was used by the governor to insult our revered Shehu of Borno, d 2
the build-up to the 2003 elections on television, what has becomé of him today, aft !
“brave” appearance on television?

Beside Dan-Shagamu, what is the genesis of the crises between Kakina a
governor today? What about Kaka Bolori, Alhaji Ali Biu, and many others?

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
REGIONALPARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE ON LAKE CHAD BASIN
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
Suite 1. 170, Annex 1, National Assembly Complex,
3 Arms Zone, PM.B. 141, Garki- Abuja.
Tel/Fax 09-5231668
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The Inspector General of Police % mﬁfﬁi‘i f ;ti; LS R

Force Headquarters s

Abuja

IMMINENT PLANNED ATTACK ON MY PERSON

Sheriff, have planned an attack on my person to be carried out in Maiduguri where I will be attending

It has just come to my notice today that some ‘thugs loyal to the Governor of Borno State, Ali Modu
| 9th

the marriage ceremony of my younger brother from Friday 16th, December to Monday,
December, 2005. : '

The said thugs have held a meeting at the State Hotel, Maiduguri, to‘day,,'lhprsday, December 15
2005 between the hours of 12.00 - 4.00 pm and have perfected their plans for. the attack some of which
are physical assault on my person and entourage and driving into my convoy with heavily protected 4
WD vehicles to cause accident, among others.

Asyounreaware.lhavemthcpuqu)onedtoyonmdtbeBomoShtePohceCommum
mmlnumofamkshyﬂwamedmpmwmvoywnedoﬁdﬁgﬂnmdmﬂn&gmm at
meuwxbomMmd\mwhewnmaﬂpeopkmmmdaﬂmwmm
of such damaged cars and wounded Mvdanlsnm&emofﬁeummpohoem

As I am leaving for Maiduguri tomorrow, Friday, Décember 16, 2005 Hhetefenmgeyouwmn
that nothing happens to me or my entourage. These incidences. have -now become a regular past-time
activity of these thugs as they are never brought to book in. spite overwhdmmg culpability.

Mgmmofﬂmgswbem;ledbyoneMusaBmmdasmedbymMﬂhm,leadmgagang of
over 100 (one hundred) other unemployed youth who are notoriously popular in Maiduguri.

I therefore, once again urge you to use your good offices to provide me with enough security men
that will ensure maximum protection, while inviting these thugs for a proper investigation of this case

As a law abiding citizen, 1 will not resort to any other means of protecting myself other than the
one legally recognized by law, which is to report to the police authorities.

Please treat as urgent.
Yours Sincerely,

l;;n. Nit;h;\mmed Umnri Kumali.a
President, Regional Parliamentary Committee
on Lake Chad Basin

COPY TO

1. Hon. Speaker, House of Representatives
2. National Security Adviser

3. Borno State Commissioner of Police

4. Director, SSS, Borno State.

Although those distinguished politicians were not pawn in the governor’s chess
board, they were just patriot who were genuinely interested in moving the state forward an«
who together with Kumalia joined hands with the governor to ensure his victory in 2003
But what have become their lots today? The people of the state know better.

Contrary to the claims by the government, it is the restraint exercised by Kumalia
and his supporters that has ensured continued peaceful political atmosphere in Borno. It
the government and not Kumalia that is trying to create crises and anarchy, but Kumalia ha
refused to provide it with that opportunity.

It is on record that if Kumalia and his supporters had done an inch of what the
present governor did to the former governor of the state, Kachallah, prior to 2003 elections
by now, the state would have been thrown into a political turmoil. But we will continue t
exercise restraint in the face of unprovoked attacks on us. Our leader, Hon. Kumalia, has 1
his usual manner written again to the Inspector General of Police and other persons i
authorities about this latest attack carried out inside a privacy of his own home and is
awaiting the outcome of their intervention.

We are therefore using this medium to appeal to the people of Borno State, the |

apostles of peaceful co-existence in Nigeria to continue to exercise restraint in the face of |

|

unprovoked attacks on them by the government. God, who delivered the Israelites from the |

hands of Pharaoh, will one day deliver us.

Signed:
Comrade Zannah Shettima
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Lagos

lived up to its
ipromise of rewarding its
|| customers at the grand draw
iof the “Win  with

iMoneyGram, Share with

' MoneyGram”™ promotion held
-recently in Lagos.

. The promotion which
| had about 12,500 entries saw
‘Maria Ajuzie emerging
- winner of the grand prize of a

laptop computer in the draws

isupervised by top
(representatives of United
{Bank of Africa which
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iipicked by journalists in
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picked at the draws.
Speaking  at

‘Banking, UBA
mnparall“led value to its
customers in the years to
‘come which necessitated
‘UBA’s commitment to
MoneyGram.

“UBA will be deploying
the largest MoneyGram
outlets in Africa. We strongly
identitfy with MoneyGram
because it believes in value
creation, dynamism and

helping the aspirations of all

tits stake holders. These are
‘core values MoneyGram
'shares with UBA”,
 Mordi. :

. The promotion which

itook place between 13% and
13" December 2005 according |

'to Mordi, produced three
winners every week during

[ | the four weeks ofits duration.

In order to emphasize
| MoneyGram’s desire to share

iwith the less privileged said |

| Mordi, winners of the end of
'year promotion would
‘participate in presenting

flnncv(ir'zm gift to the less

5 Stard
?“‘ "‘ll -I- \‘Ll!i«‘l

ey
fOF

st

A.y.’.-.\.d\

From Zakariyya Adaramola, |
ff
: - - 3;
oneyGramf
International

nd communications. |
~ SalamiA'Gnade Abayomi,
|Adebayc A s tike Tosin,
omi, Titus |
| Ekeh,
' Micheal Godirsy, Cketona
Olajide, Adisa Thersa,:
| Franklin Owhodua, Adzwuyi
| Adeniyi Gafari and Mopelola
|| Zainab Odeniyi emerged as
iithe ten lucky winners of

from the pool of entires

recharge cards were also!

the
|ceremony, Chika Mordi,
éexecutive director, Retial
said |
‘MoneyGram was set to offer

said!
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ngerla s domestic debt hits N1.5 trillion

igeria’s domestic

debt profile
currently stands at

about N1.5 trillion, director
general of the Debt
Management Office (DMO),
Dr. Mansur Muhtar has said.
He spoke at the opening
ceremony of the Nigerian
National Debt Strategy and
New Financing Analysis
workshop in Abuja on
Monday where he said the

figure represents the state of | |

the country’s domestic debt
profile at the end of 2005.
According to the text of
his speech made available to
Business Trust, Dr. Muhtar
said “as at end-December
2005 the domestic debt stock
amounted to about N1.5

trillion. It is important to point |

out that although about 56
percent of this is in Nigerian
Treasury Bills (NTBs), the
structure of the NTBs has
greatly improved since
2004.”

He observed that as at
end of 2005, 80 percent of the
NTBs was composed of 182
dwy and 365 day instruments,
s.ressing that “the
prosramme for 2006 plans to
e . ud the tenor of FGN
Bina 5 and 7 years. In

By Anas A. Galadima,
| Business Reporter
that measures were being put
in place to ensure that the
country does not find her self
in such a debt situation again.
He said the existing strategy

would see Nigeria having no
more Paris club debts by April
2006. In her remarks, minister
of finance, Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-
Iweala said the Virtual
Poverty Fund to be

cstabllshcd by thc, fgdeml

government would help
“monitor and track the use of
savings from debt relief in
promoting pro-poor, MDG-
related spendings;
strengthening budgetary
processes and

public  guidelines.

expenditure man il
She charged p pants
at the workshop to deiberate
and make inputs ys of
fine-tuning the try’s

external financ

A cross section of workers of the United Bank for A frlca (UBA) during the praise & worshtp time at the voluntat:y exit seminar party
which was organised by the bank late last year.

particular, t:'e domestic debt |

management ensures that
budget deficits are no more
funded with treasured bills
but with long-dated bounds.

The DMO boss revealed
that the ernment is
making progress with the
establishment of a primary
dealer/market system, noting
that the operation of the
system will encourage not
only local but foreign
investors to invest in FGN
bonds.

Speaking on the debt
relief granted the country by
the Paris C!
nations, Dr. Muhtar observed

go!

ub of creditor

Legacy becomes pension fund
administrator

egacy Pension
Managers Limited, one
of the 13 pension fund
administrators  granted
approval-in-principle by the
National Pension Commis-

| sion has been issued license

to commence operations as a

| pension fund administrator.

The issuance followed

the conclusion of inspection

by the pension commission
on legacy’s investment in
information and commun-
ication technology (ICT) as

By Austine Odo,
Business Editor
well as its unique operational
processes.

A statement from the
company said the company
began preparation for its
operational take-off by
adopting a “first time right
approach” by entering into a
technical partnership with
one of Europe’s largest
banks ING of the
Netherlands to provide
advisory services in setting

Committee on trade malpractices
gets new chairman

resident

Obasanjo

approved the
appointment of Mallam
Dahiru Ado-Kurawa as the

Olusegun
has

waltam Daht do-Kurmvw -

chairman, presidential
committee
malpractices.

Mailam Ado-Kurawa is
also a commissioner in the

trade

on

Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission (EFCC).
A statement from the
presidency made available to
Business Trust in Abuja
yesterday the
appointment takes immediate
effect.

Other members of the
committee inciude the
chairman, EFCC, Alhaji Nuhu
Ribadu; executive secretary,
NIPC, Engr. Mustatfa Bello

1 i ¢
special agv:iser to e

said

president/head

Ml | i QL i B4

managing director/CEO
Nigerian Breweries Plc, Dr.
Festus Odimegwu; comptr-
oller-general of the Nigeria
Custorns, Mr. J.G. Buba.
Others are director,
foreign exchange depart-
ment, Central Bank of Nigeria,
Mrs O. O. Akanji; director
(Domestic Trade) federal
ministry of commerce, Mr J.
D. E Akanbi; director, (Fiscal),
federal ministry of finance;
president, manufacturers
Association of Nigeria
{MAN) Engr. Charles Ugwu,
and national vice president,
NACCIMA, Dr. H. Ademola
Ajayt while Barrister Charles

J. Etyk of the presidency

N bk
oA Y - —

up operations, risk and
investment management, and
a planned transfer of
knowledge to legacy.

ING of the Netherlands
has over the last 20 years
accumulated experience in
setting up pension schemes
across the world; they had
previously set up pension
systems in over 20 countries.

Determined to ensure safe

LUStOdV of Lontnbutors

retirement benefits
appointed UBA | ns
Fund Custodian, a su ary
of UBA Plc, as thei
Fund Custodian
The statement s 0
Mohammed Macc he
managing director i
executive officer of | cuacy
Pension Manage S
assembled a very ss
ionally based team 1 Key
posmons in the con

Non oil exports generate N115.1 bn

he Non-oil exports
between October
. 2004 and December
2005 generated a total of
N115.1 billion ($689.6m) to
Nigeria based on analysis of
the raw data provided by
Cobalt International Ltd.
According to available
data, a total quantity of about
89,016 metric tonnes of tax
product was exported
between October and

. December valued at N12.6
¢ billion.

As for the out put in 2005
the month of December
performed the highest with
N15.3 billion ($119.3m) while
July was the lowest with
N6.8billion ($51.4m).

Comparatively it would
seem that non-oil products
export was higher in 2005 than
2004 if the comparism is based
on performance between the
months of October and
December 2004 and the same
per iod-in 2003

According fo officials of

From Bright Ew

Deputy Business Ed
Cobalt Internationa he
export performan he
country was not sta
period in review, sa ‘
trend in export pert
this year has not be
as it has risen and 1
to global economic es
that have prevailed

“The exchange
another factor
contributed to the
coaster effect,” the rc e
stated. For insta
posited that cassava
derivatives were advc
affected by this 3
econemic change. a g
that only 10.6 metric t
dried cassava chij 1S
exported officially
2005.

The report posite
the value of the
amounted to $
(N70,660), saying tl
last May no significa

has been recorded
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‘Gas flaring to end before 2008’

e managing director
of Niger Delta
Petroleum Resources

Limited, Dr Layiwola Fatona
has promised that his
company will end gas flaring
before the January 2008 date
set by the federal
government.

Part of the measures put
in place by his company to
achieve this, the managing
director explained, is the
building of gas covering plant
which will allow the company
to take the gas, which

ordinarily would have been
flared, and process it to
natural gas-to-liquid and
cooking gas.

“We believe, with all the
things we have been hearing
about IPP, we should be able

Dr. Edmnd Daukoru, min of
state, Pet. & Energy

:From Mohammed Shosan)a
i Correspondent, Lagos

to give the gas to the third
party who will take that gas
and do whatever they want
to do with it,” he said.

According to him,
currently, part of the gas his
company produces is used as
fuel gas to run the generator
at the flow stations, adding
that a very small proportion
of it is actually going to be
flared.

“To go further by 2008,
there is a collective obligation
on the part of everybody to
stop gas flaring; we believe
that we would have achieved
that even before 2008.”

The managing director
further spoke on the
financing of the energy
sector in Nigeria and
advocated the establishment
of energy desks in some of
the consolidated banks in
the country to provide the
needed fund for the sector.

He said that the idea of
energy banks earlier
advocated in some quarters
is long overdue while
stressing that the settmg up
of the energy desks will allow
banks to break even.

“I think we can scale
down to say let us have a

knowledgeable and
competent energy desk in
say five of these banks. And
when those five desks take a
project; a Nigerian project
and they say, okay let us
spread the risks, I am sure
funding of E&P will enter into
new era,” he added.

Business Trust

e federal government
has appointed the
managing director and

chief executive of Zenith
Bank Plc., Mr. Jim Ovia as the

chairman, National
Information Technology
Advisory Committee
(NITAC).

Minister of science and

- Technology, Prof Turner

Coy plans expansion on rice farming

lam Nigeria Limited,
Nigeria’s private
developer and

processor of agricultural
products, has planned an
expansion in its outgrowers
and extension farming on rice
in Benue State, next farming
season. The expansion
programme which is expected
to cover all rice producing
communities in the state,
according to the company’s
outgrowers and rice
extension farming programme
manager, Mr. Regi George, is
to also double activities on
the initial five communities in
Otukpo, Makurdi and Guma
local government areas.

Mr. Regi George who was
accompanied by a member of
the rice preview committee
and head of programme for
lowland rice research unit at
the National Cereals
Research Instxtute (NCRI),

From Hir Joseph,
Correspondent (Makurdi)
Badegi, told newsmen in
Makurdi that the expansion
programme was necessary to
feed the inactivated agro
millers currently under
management of the company.

He said for the factory to
continue to produce, quality
paddy rice has to be in full
supply. This, according to
him, can only be facilitated if
farmers in the state and its
neigbours are supported
towards turning in bumper
harvests.

Therefore, the programme
manager promised that the
initial 1,500 benefiting farmers
of the company’s
outgrowers and extension
programme would be tripled,
just as he disclosed that plans
were on-going on other rice

producing communites in |

the state.

\
|
|
|
i

FG appoints Ovia chairman,
Infotech advisory c’ttee

By Anas A. Galadima,
Business Reporter

Isoun iunaugurated the
committee in  Abuja

yesterday where he charged

members of the committee to
work assiduously to develop
the country in terms of
Information and Commun-
ication Technologies (ICT).

A statement made
available to Business Trust
said in his response, Mr. Jim
Ovia  observed that
Information and Commu-
nication Technology (ICT) is
the ‘cement’ that holds the
future of mankind together.

ICTs, according to Ovia,
have become a subject of
great concern to mankind and
sustainability of all forms of
development.

He noted that technology
has become an integral part
of society as people
communicate with other
devices and are capable of
performing information
processing and other tasks
beyond human imagination.

“The effects on future
society are not yet fvily
apparent, but it is certair :1at
they will be very pre.ound

and breath-taking.”

Therefore, let us p

Nigeria for the know
he added.

other members
committee and the n
for the recognition

« The committee ha

of 22 persons as men
Ovia promised to appr

the assignment with |

and a sense of respons
and cooperation wit!
members of the commit

dealing with the cha
ahead.

Science & Tech

Ovia said he sa
appointment as an hor
a call to duty and t!

Prof. Turner Isoun,

compensation policy.

include:

the spectrum;

aliocation;

enginears;

et inkines

Exceptional Leadership
Opportunities™

Our client is the national regulatory authority for the telecommunications industry in Nigeria. It has been instrumental in opening the Nigerian market to competition, and is actively pursuing a
market-driven approach to the further expansion of telecommunications setvices, efficient management of scarce resources, and ensuring that consumers are adequately protected. The
organisation prides itself in being a transparent and open agency and an equal-opportunity employer, guaranteeing a most conducive working environment as well as a competitive staff

ntchanges in its staffing situation at the Directorate level have created the need for our client to make a select number of appointments to deliver its strategic vision and

advance business operations.

Director of Engineering Ref: 7700
As head of the Engineering Directorate, the individual will provide direction and guidance to the
management of a commercial frequency spectrum that supports Nigeria's fast-changing and
rapidly expanding muiti-biflion naira telecommunication industry. Key elements of the job

*connectedthinking

B AANE Proimsintnrd SRS AT TS

\n.qs,- ragorond D

satr adomark ot Pﬁcewawfhn us ﬁc'm“m

® Generating and recommending policy guidelines that will ensure effective utilisation of

® Providing advice fo govemment on all matiers relating to the spectrum, and
telecommunications in general;
® Supervising the planning and licensing of the spectrum o ensure fair and equitable

® Monitoring of the spectrum and enforcement of licensing conditions to ensure an
interferance-free spectrum;
@ Providing effective leadership, continuous development and motivation of a team of

Ensuring compliance with standards, [TU regulations and international best practices;
Providing support 1o other professional directorates to ensure co-ordinated
development of operational icense and spectrum regulations;

® Liaising with industry operators, the public and government in order to effectively
implement the organisation's participatory regulation policy.

To succeed in this role, the ideal candidate must be an even-tempered, tolerant team player with
strong leadership skills, and have the ability to constantly keep up with and adapt to the ever-
changing telecommunication industry. The individual must aiso have good communication and
interpersonal skills, be able to impart knowledge, mentor subordinates,motivate and inspire
donfidence in people, and be proactive and visionary. Broad knowledge of the political and
socio-economic issues affecting the Nigerian telecom industry is essential, as are analytical
thinking, competence in the use of computers and result orientation.

The ideal candidate shouid possess at least a BSc. degree in Electrical, Electronic or
Telecommunications Engineering with a minimum of 15 years' relevant experience in
telecommunications. The candidate must have hands -on experience in installation,
commissioning, operation and maintenance of telecom systems and be registered with COREN.
Membership of any other professional engineering body such as NSE, IEE or [EEE and
familiarity with (TU regulations, procedures and practices would be an added advantage.

Director of Licensing Ref: T701

The incumbent will be responsible for providing direction and guidance to the development
implementation and monitoring of licensing and tarift policies 1o support investment inflow, effective
competition, fair pricing and a robust, diversified, stakeholderfriendiy telecommunications sector

This incorporates

e Advising on new areas/underiakings lor licensing, including requirements and

conditions ;

e Ensuring that stakeholders in the tslecommunications industry comply with licensing

obligations and requirements;

LB J

contributions;

®

authorisations ;

eas o

Promoting effective competition in the industry;
Monitoring and gathering environmental intefligence on licensing and tariff issues ;
Supervising and coordinating zonal offices ;

Coordinating activities of the Management Licensing Committee.

Advising on fariff sefting, interconnection rates, license fees and other charges;
Supervising the management and coliection of statutory fees,

charges and

Co-ordinating industry consultation on new licenses or amendments to existing

The role calls for at least a first degree in Social Sciences, Sciences, Law, Engineering or Humanities
A Masters degree or any relevant professional qualification such as CIM, ACA or registration with
COREN wouid be an added advantage. The ideal candidate must also have a minimum of 15 years’
post-graduation experience of which 8 should be in the {elecommunications industry and in a simiar
function. The candidate must be an even tempered, tolerant team player with strong leadership skills,
and have the ability to constantly keep up with and adapt 1o the ever-changing telecommunication

industry.

The individual must also have good communication and interpersonal skills, be able o imparnt
knowledge, mentor subordinates, motivate and inspire confidence in people, and be proactive and
visionary. Broad knowiedge of the political and socic-economic issues affecting the Nigerian ielecom
industry is essential, as are analytical thinking, competence in the use of computers and resuft

orientation.
If you mest the above

requirements,
guoting the relevant reference number on the fop

, please forward your application and a copy of your résumé

right-hand comer of your résumé fo

pwe.racruitment @ng.pwe.com or The Executive Search & Selection Unit, PricewaterhouseCoopers
Limited, 5 th Floor, Katsina House, Ralph Shodeinde Street, Central Business District, Abuja.

Closing date for applications is 24 February 2006. Please note that only short-listed candidates will be
contacted.
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FG approves 6 depots for Niger Delta

NDDC(
ent, NNPC 20 per cent, state
government in the
states, 15 per cent.

resident Olusegun

Obasanjo has appr-

oved the establishment
of six petroleum products
depots in the Niger Delta.

A member of the presi-
dential task force on the init-
iative, Alhaji Awwalu Abub-
akar told newsmen yesterday
in Abuja that this was part of
efforts to ease supply and
distribution of products in the

lans have been concl-

uded for the commen-

cement of transactions
at the Abuja Securities and
Commodity  Exchange
(ASCE) in March this year,
just as tlﬁ federal gover-
nment dedided to include &1}
commodities in the country
for effective coverage in the
transactions.

Initially only seven com-
modities were listed at the
market for a start to enable
government pay more atten-
tion on some specialized
commodities in the country.

Speaking at yesterday at
the second interactive ses-
sion on the establishment of
a viable cash crop market in
Nigeria, the Managing Dir-
ector of ASCE, Yusuf Abdur-
rahim said the decision to
accommodate all comm-
odities at the start is to give
chance to all stakeholders to
partake in the market.

She said the benefit is to
allow buyers and sellers
know the prices of commod-
ities at the local market, sa-
ying the market will provide
a veritable platform for far-
mers to mitigate the inherent
risks in agricultural produ-
ction and marketing through
the hedging.

According to him the
market will minimize post
harvest wastes and losses
through timely price infor-
mation dissemination on
radio, television and news-
papers.

Abdurrahim said this will
create ready and expanded
market for the Nigerian farm
produce by serving as a gate-
way to the international
market.

He said that the market
will not only limit it self on
agricultural comm-odities but
ilso trade in products and

the solid
al sub-sector, energy
further promote the
growth of the financial sector
through the clearing services
that will be provided by some
banks that serve as clearing
banks to the ASCE

Speaking on the need to
have warehouses where-the

and

o 13
cts will be kept, Abdu-

rrahim said, ASCE is rolling
out modalities to identify
|

warehouses in the

dei
locate
country, stressing that it is

necessary to encourage

January

Commodity market begins
trading March, targets all products

25, 2006
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area.

According to him, the
move is also to align products
prices in the area with those
obtained in other parts of the
country.

He said centrality, navig-
ability, adequate landmass
and linkage to most creeks
would determine the siting of
the project.

He said the project has

By Hamisu Muhammad,
Business Reporter
build

people to such

warehouses for effective |

storage.

been estimated to cost N
billion to be drawn f!r!‘vl
public-private partnership

Abubakar said Obasanjo
had also approved the initial
contribution of \t;'kchniderx

as follows: 35 per

riverine

Others are local govern-
ments in the area tlu per cent

as well as core investors 25
per cent.

He said that on the long
run, the interest of the funding
agencies would be subseq-
uently divested to allow core

investors to m
project.

NAN learnt
project is expected t
pleted and commis
the end of the year

NSE plans electronic trading floors for Uyo, Bauchi

he Nigeria Stock

Exchange (NSE) has

concluded plans to
open additional branches of
electronic trading floors in
Uyo and Bauchi.

This was announced in a
document on the 2005
performance of NSE issued
by its Director-General, Mrs
Ndi Okereke-Oyunke.

The document made

available to the News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in
Kaduna yesterday, said the
Benin branch of the
electronic trading had been
opened.

She explained that work
had started on the
automation of Kaduna and
Ibadan trading floors.

“The projects will be
concluded in 2006 along with

the automation of the Onitsha
branch trading floor,” she
added.

She explained that six
stock brokering forms were
revoked last year, including
the Apex securities, Beac-
hgrove Securities, Viva,
Akitorch, Asset plus and
Halsec securities.

“We are hopeful that the
BPE would consummate its

‘A’M nr\!‘ (‘mmmw awn‘-w
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decision to list the
Nitel and Power g
Company of Nigeria
on the market 2006.”

Okereke-Onyun}
the exchange had N2
in 2005 as against N2
in 2004 in market
sation.

It had a turnc
N262.94 billion in 2
N225.82 billion in 20(
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How banks can check online fraud

anks must do more to
promote security
among their online

customers, the UK’s finance
watchdog has said.

- The Financial Services
Authority (FSA) made the
call as it revealed half of
internet users are either
extremely or very concerned

. about the risk of fraud.

i To ease safety fears

 banks should make more

effort to educate web users
about online security, the

FSA said.

B But< 1t “warned " if

- customers were fofced to

. foot the bill for online fraud

77% would stop banking via

ults say they

.:that Laura bad left

~ Victimsrecount
neriences of online fraud

ad their identity

 iation had left my nameplate

~ wasn’tthe only cloud on the

o&tam books fr
_dealing with that debt.”

Inardermprove thatshe |
person

calls and send a cop

the web.

More than 1,500 people
were quizzed about online
banking for the FSA’s
Financial Risk 2006 report.

The study, which will be
published today, January 25,
2006, also showed that while
many web users were
protecting themselves,
almost a quarter did not know
when they last updated their
security software.

Security breaches

“Most consumers
recognise they have some
responsibility for security but
they are not necessarily
following this obligation
through,” FSA financial

ore than four years ago.
Laura had fallen victim
to a not too sophisticated but
still hl% y-effective fraud.
¢ housing assoc-

outsid:

1.
“My name was used to

wasn’t  the
responsible, Laura has had
to make dozens of phone
ofher
birth certificate and utility
bills to debt co]lectors and
redit reference agencies.
: ,43. 1

that th ght it was
ne who egad spent the
how would 1 find

>

v“Where does a person'; ‘
go for help? The police said |

it was a matter between me
and the credit card
com, any.’ '

A ownet 9 ) ¢
a .y

Ji T ETIOY., A

_ Nasir Was. struck by the
%;ofessmna} _nature of the .

crime sector leader Philip
Robinson said.

“To tackle the losses
associated with fraud, banks
should continue to drive

security and this must
include educating consumers
on the

protecting themselves.”
It added that figures from

Lloyd.s' is trying out new measures to beat online fraud

American admits

hijacking PCs

| 20-year-old American
has admitted hijacking
i housands of

i computers and using them to
| send out spam.

Jeanson James Ancheta
pleaded guilty in a Los
Angeles court to charges of

| conspiring to violate anti-
¥ | spam and computer misuse

laws, and fraud.
Prosecutors said the case
was the first to target so-

. called botnets.

These are networks of
computers that are infected

with malicious software and |
then used to send spam and

attack websites.
“Mr Ancheta

insidious string of crimes,”

said a spokesman for the US |
attorney’s office in Los |

Angeles, Thom Mrozek.

“He hijacked somewhere |

in the area of half a million

computer systems. This not
only affected computers like |
the one in your home, but it |

allowed him and others to
orchestrate large-scale
attacks.”

Zombie networks

Mr Ancheta was charged
in November with 17 counts
of conspiracy, fraud and other
crimes in connection with a

14-month crime spree that |

started in June 2004.

He was accused of taking |
advantages of flaws in
Windows |
| operating system to infect |
- hundreds of thousands of |

Microsoft’s

. computers, creating a
| “zombie network” of
i machines.

In entering his guxlty |

pleas, Mr Ancheta admitted
selling access to his botnet

| to firms which fed pop-up ads

to the infected computers.
Among the machines
infected were US military

computers in ‘California and

in Virginia.

Under a plea agreement,
Mr Ancheta is expected to
receive from four years to six
years in prison when he is

. | sentenged on 1 May, though

RN
.00 2 I8

was |
responsible for a particularly |

the deal has to be approved Moo S ot Gf ‘obling

He also agreed to pay - fraud banks are testing new
$15,000 (£8,800)in restitution | Scouty tools.

by a judge.

to the military facilities

affected and forfeit the |
illicit !

proceeds of his
activities, including more

importance of

. people’s
than $60,000 (£35,000) incash | «
anda 1993 BMW.

industry body Apacs showed
internet fraud losses rose to
£14.5m in the first six months
0f2005.

While admitting that the

figure was “relatively low” the
FSA did point out that the
figure had more than trebled

i from the £4m lost in the same
. period a year earlier.

In an effort to curb the

Lloyds TSB began trials
of a new two-part security
system last year to tackle
scams where fraudsters hack
PCs: or zuse
phishing” emails to steal
login details.

Online safety

Around 30,000 cust
were sent a keyring-s
security device
generates a six-digit ¢
which changes even
seconds - to be
alongside usernames
passwords.

“We recognise that n
banks are already tal
steps to engage consum
Mr Robinson added.

“Initiatives like the
Safe Online’ campa
between the government
the private sector s
consumer educatic
beginning to happen.

“But banks need t
carefully at consu
attitudes and whether 1
initiatives are effectiv
maintaining confidence

Online fraud hasals«
the headlines recently :
reports that criminal g:
had stolen millions fron
government through
credit scams involving
Department for Work
Pensions and Network Ra

Such frauds are carric
out by criminals who stea
individual’s name, date
birth and National Insuranc
number and use the
personal details to st
money from the governme:
by making fraudulent !
credit claims.

CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA

TENDER NOTICE
NIGERIAN TREASURY BILLS

part or in full.

N

ISSUES OFFICE

TINUBU SQUARE
LAGOS.

Notice is hereby given by the Central Bank of Nigeria that 91-day Federa
Government of Nigeria Treasury Bills amounting to N10,000,000,000 wi!
be issued by an auction-based system on Thursday, 02/02/2006.

Interested Authorized Dealers ( Banks, Discount Houses and Brokers) are
invited to submit tenders to reach the Issues Office, Central Bank of Nigeria,
Lagos, not later than 1.30pm. on Tuesday, 31/01/2006.

Each tender must be in multiple of N1, 000 subject to a minimum of N 10,
000 per tender. Authorized Dealers are allowed to submit multiple bids and |
quote multiple rates. A tender may be for own account of Authorized Dealers
or made on behalf of interested members of the public, who are advised to
apply through any of the authorized dealers.

Tenders for the Bills should be submitted on the prescribed printed forms in
duplicate and in sealed envelopes clearly marked “TENDER FOR BILLS™
The result of the tender will be announced before the close of business on
Wednesday, 01/02/2006. The Bank reserves the right to reject any tender in

Allotment letters will be issued for successful bid on Thursday, 02/02/2006
Payment in full for the amount of the accepted tenders must be made to the
Central Bank of Nigeria not later than 1.30pm on the issue date 02/02/2006
This will normally be effected by direct debit to the accounts of the affected |
Authorized Dealers which should ensure that their accounts with the Bank
are adequately funded for this purpose.

CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA
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1ST-TIER SECURITIES THE NIGERIAN STOCK EXCHANGE REPORT AS AT TUESDAY, JANUARY 24, 200¢
Company Name No of Deals | Quotation ! Quantity Traded Value of Shares
ADSWITCH PLC. 3 1.57 54,000 84,780.00
CUTIX PLC 3 3.02 53.600 162.412.00 ES
Sector Totals 6 107,600 247,192.00
AGRICULTURE/AGRO-ALLIED
LIVESTOCK FEEDS PLC. 2 2.10 15,448 32,490.08 »
OKITIPUPA OIL PALM PLC. 1 0.90 300 270.00 »
THE OKOMU OIL PALM COMPANY PLC 11 © 18.00 158,492 2,935,218.40 8
PRESCO PLC. 14 11.50 34,635 390,843.00
Sector Totals 28 208,875 3,358,821.48 5%
AUTOMOBILE & TYRE 195
DUNLOP NIGERIA PLC. 22 2.79 190,707 511,663.48 ;
R. T. BRISCOAE PLC. 21 6.01 51,541 310,421.90
Sector Totals 43 242,248 822,085.38
BANKING 14
ACCESS BANK PLC 154 2.60 6,101,327 16,103,551.61
AFRIBANK NIGERIA PLC. 19 9.10 1,799,696 16,377.233.60 3%
DIAMOND BANK PLC 2 7.75 100,100 775.775.00
EIB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC. 2 2.26 333,400 753,484.00
FIDELITY BANK PLC 13 2.93 971,739 2,847,195.27
FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC. 579 34.19 4,582,849 155,231,027.09
FSB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC. 7 1.14 445,743 508.147.02
GTBANK PLC. 399 13.00 6,630,870 86,268,528.22 '
INVESTMENT BANKING 18 4.57 2,455,174 11.220,145.18 :
INTERNATIONAL MERCHANT BANK PLC. 4 0.84 20,379,965 17.119,170.60 301
INLAND BANK (NIGERIA) PLC. 2 1.81 37,968 68.722.08
INTERCONTINENTAL BANK PLC. 195 8.99 5,112,253 46,277.287.14 1.00
LION BANK OF NIGERIA PLC. 2 1.40 2,000 2,800.00 1.00
NAL BANK PLC. | 2.80 139,218 389,810.40 4
OCEANIC BANK PLC 85 6.00 7,354,837 43,991,398.88 077
OMEGA BANK (NIGERIA) PLC 2 1.91 244,200 466,422.00
UNITED BANK FOR AFRICA PLC. 112 12.81 1,510,309 19,485,167.26 +H).58
UNION BANK NIGERIA PLC. 87 25.48 278,730 7.102,040.40 052
UNITY BANK PLC § 2.50 971,673 2.313,019.74 -
WEMA BANK PLC. 22 3.74 2,358,556 8,820,999.44 045
ZENITH BANK PLC 15 19.64 190,700 3,745,348.00
Sector Totals 1,725 62,001,307 439,867,272.93 +038
BREWERIES
CHAMPION BREWERIES PLC. 2 1.86 44,900 82,314.00 +031
GUINNESS NIGERIA PLC. 119 102.00 369,448 37,622,930.44 +021
NIGERIAN BREWERIES PLC. 334 36.52 1,423,896 51,682.526.60
Sector Totals 455 1,838,244 89,387,771.04
BUILDING MATERIALS
ASHAKA CEMENT PLC. 88 33.70 401,578 13,525,499.30 CHANGE
CEMENT COMPANY OF NORTHERN NIG. PLC 14 7.09 61,373 441,625.18 4@
WEST AFRICAN PORTLAND CEMENT CO. PLC. 154 16.40 1,242,417 20,540,343.94
Sector Totals 256 1,705,368 34,507,468.42 230
CHEMICAL & PAINTS
BERGER PAINTS PLC. 10 3.90 293,924 1,120,333.70 144
CAP PLC. 9 8.86 10,031 88.874.66 60
D.N. MEYER PLC. 2 3.85 24,050 92.900.00
IPWA PLC. 1 0.37 25,000 9,250.00 137
NIGERIA-GERMAN CHEMICALS PLC. 4 431 131,462 567.821.22
Sector Totals 26 484,467 1,879,179.58 19
COMPUTER & OFFICE EQUIPMENT 15
TRIPPLE GEE AND COMPANY PLC. | 0.43 266 114.38 .
Sector Totals 1 266 114.38 15
CONGLOMERATES
A. G. LEVENTIS NIGERIA PLC. 10 1.30 259,388 338,272.76 5
CF A O NIGERIA PLC. 13 3.57 27,755 97.951.44 :
JOHN HOLT PLC. 2 1.54 8,521 13.122.34 .13
P. Z. INDUSTRIES PLC. 61 16.20 840,213 13,611,450.60
SCOA NIGEIIHA P(l:_c. 01 0.97 62,443 60,569.71 . . .
U.A.CNIGERIA PLC. 107 16.20 620,368 10,066,835.77 £
UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC 167 21.00 1,196,826 24,836.918.94
YNGR RLL o o #o% | The 20 most active stocks by
or Totals 367 3,079,544 49,076,485.86 .
CONSTRUCTION )
S = e s |tUTNOVEr volume at NSE in 2005
AIN (W.A.) PLC. 1.09 192 209.28 : . . 5 an
JULIUS BERGER NIGERIA PLC. 5 21.50 1.500 32.250.00 Oc'eamc Bank Interqatlonal (Nig) Plc 2.34? t?lllnon shares;
m&%% PR 8 3,092 52,059.28 United Bank for Africa Plc -1.600 billion shares;
NIGERIAN WIRE AND CABLE PLC. 2 0.70 26,120 18,275.60 IMB international Bank Plc - 1.471 billion shares;
Sector Total 2 ,120 18,275. 3
FO(;I;IB.EVSERAGES & TOBACCO - i Access Bank Plc 1.316 billion shares
7-UP BOTTLING COMPANY PLC 40 26.50 96,098 2,542,481.50 bank Niceti L
CADBURY NIGERIA PLC. 150 65.81 349,199 22,962.276.01 Afribank Nigeria Plc 1.223 billion shares
FLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC. 90 26.15 286,277 7,500,834.33 Intercontinental Bank Plc- 1.182 billion shares
NIGERIA BOTTLING COMPANY PLC. 88 61.00 202,194 12,387,923.14 e
N:i)?lTTlﬁliE FOODS NIGERIA PLC. 57 190.01 104.714 19,797.996.10 Standard Trust Bank Plc- 1.133 billion shares
N RN NIGERIA FLOUR MILLS PLC. § 16.25 13,632 218,756.32 . PRt -
Sm,,,.-,-,,,.,l,‘ 430 1,052,114 65.410,267.40 First Bank of Nigeria Plc- 972.8 m?llfon shares
FOOTWEAR & ACCESSORIES MAN. PLC. 1 0.29 5,351 1,551.79 Guaranty T'_'USt Bank Plc - 930.9 m?ll?on shares
m{;ﬁ‘éku 1 5,351 1,551.79 Great Nigeria Insurance Plc- 839.8 million shares
BCN PLC. 1 ey 0.61 100 61.00 Union Bank of Nigeria Plc- 788.7 million shares
EVANS MED PLC. 2.52 108,718 273,969.36 : 5 e
GLAXOSMITHKLINE CONSUMER NIGERIA PLC29 | 10.10 379,561 3,821.835.69 EIB International Bank Plc 717.4 million shares
MAY & BAKER NIGERIA PLC 4 5.36 23,250 124,620.00 WAPCO Plc- 1.4 million shares
NEIMETH INTERNATIONAL PHARM. PLC. 1 3.23 26,571 85,824.33 - - 28 .
PHARMA-DEKO PLC. 2 455 4,200 19,110.00 Diamond Bank Plc - 543.7 million shares
Sector Totals 44 542,400 4,325,420. ; =
INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC PRODUCTS : AR Investment Banking & Trust Co. Plc-531.6 million shares
ALUMACO PLC. 1 1.24 1,140 1,413.60 - = O
B.0.C. GASES PLC 12 285 75,000 213:471.21 Zenith Bank Plc 498.7 million shares
FIRST ALUMINIUM NIGERIA PLC. 7 0.71 299,159 215,362.89 Fidelity Bank Plc- 449.3 million shares
OLUWA GLASS COMPANY PLC. | 1.33 2,000 2,660.00 R 5 =
VlTA(F)OAM NIGEISUP;}‘ ELCj 83 470 517,052 2,460,370.80 Nigerian Breweries Plc - 415.0 million shares
VONO PRODUCT .1 127 913,156 1,160,608.12 e o
sﬁ?ﬁﬂ'ﬁé’s 117 1,807,507 4,053.886.62 Gulf Bank of Nigeria Plc - 380.2 million shares
- o 3 s
ACEN INSURANCE COMPANY PLC 1 0.54 15,000 8,100.00 Inland Bank (Nigeria) Ple 364.6 million shares
AIICO INSURANCE PLC. 40 2.28 1,832,378 4,051,803.43
CORNERSTONE INSURANCE CO. PLC. 14 1.48 92,740 138.388.91 Z E -
CRUSADER INSURANCE PLC. 11 1.70 303,895 519,158.20 The 20 companies with the highest market
GREAT NIGERIA INSURANCE PLC 1 1.38 2,000 2,760.00 T : 2
N.E.M. INSURANCE CO. (NIG.) PLC. | 0.58 200 116.00 capitalization in 2005 in descending order:
NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC. 14 2.90 121,465 352,587.65
PI(()I;:{S'!:GE éSSURANCE PLC. 5 2.14 15,860 33.906.00
ROYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE PLC. 17 3.02 216,892 636,045.75 e s
STANDARD ALLIANCE INSURANCE 6 1.43 574,034 818.154.18 Company Market Capitalisation (N’Bn)
UNIC INSURANCE PLC. 25 1.36 5,603,314 7,056,207.51 o :
WEST AFRICAN PROV. INS. COY. PLC. 12 3.07 61,078 189,205.64 I\{lgenan Brewe.nes ,Plc 29342
mr thkm R 147 8,838,856 13,806,433.27 First Bank of Nigeria Plc 160.1
A 3 :
C & 1 LEASING PLC 6 118 28,931 34,450.58 Union Bank Nig. Plc 152.01
e . 28931 39,450.58 Guinness Nigeria Plc 11327
JAPAUL OIL & MARITIME SERVICES PLC 13 1.85 83,858 161,300.58 inental Bank Pl
Sector Totals 13 83,858 161,300.58 Inte.rcontm . . 92
PACKAGING Zenith Bank Plc 99.0
NAMPAK NIGERIA PLC 2 : 1.52 12,328 18,738.56 le Nigeria Pl
POLY PRODUCTS (NIGERIA) PLC. 1 0.56 200 112,00 Nestle Nigeria Plc 98.8
Sector Totals 3 12,528 18,850.56
PETROLEUM(MARKETING) : UBAPlc 2.7
AFROIL PLC. 9 0.52 54,000 28,585.00 Nigeria Bottling Co. Plc 84.92
AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC. 96 42.95 236,910 10,209,806.89
g%g?u. I(’)LC 86 91.00 40,474 3,705,680.22 Guaranty Trust Bank Plc 744
NA OIL & GAS PLC. 16 2.87 104,175 292,272.59 S
MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC. 31 155.06 35,516 5,535,539.28 Cadbury Nigeria Plc 65.6
OANDO PLC 168 94.10 254,141 23,911,786.82 s
TEXACO (NIGERIA) PLC. 21 114.70 21,703 2,494.427.90 Tot.al ngex?a PPC 62.14
TOTAL NIGERIA PLC 34 181.00 47,362 8,627,922.66 Unilever Nigeria Plc 62.08
Sector Totals 461 794,281 54,806,021.36 3 ; ;
PRINTING & PUBLISHING Oceanic Bank International (Nig) Plc 60.44
LONGMAN NIGERIA PLC. 2 i 3.04 1,050 3,192.00
UNIVERSITY PRESS PLC. 4 [ 1.50 16,205 24.507.50 Oando Plc 5494
Sector Totals 6 17,255 27,699.50 W,
St At APCO Plc 5193
UACN PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT PLC. 46 9.58 1,030,324 9,767,576.12 Ashaka Cem Plc 50.02
Sector Totals 46 1,030,324 9,767,576.12 | .
TEXTILES s = Diamond Bank Plc 47.1
AFPRINT NIGERIA PLC. § 8 155,125 3 58,947.50" : : Bl 15 b sk
UNITED NIGERIA TEXTILESPLC.9 . _ _ _ | 207~ =4 73%a3 = = = 59°885°01 | First City Monument Bank’PI¢ 4343
Sector Totals 14 183,968 118,832.51 Afribank Nigeria Plc 4285
Overall Totals 4,205 84,094,504 771,749,016.62
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Kurore as crash helmet

bdulraheem M. Duzu,
a student ofs Govern-
ent Secondary
School Wuse I, Abuja, seemed
to be riding his bicycle with a
lot of pleasure, carrying his
friend Nadar Umar Faruq of the
Federal Government Science
and Technical College, Orozo.
He appeared proud, wearing a
yellow crash helmet, although
it was, comparatively, much
bigger than his head. Duzu’s
passenger was not wearing any
helmet. Both of them need not
have worn any helmet because
they were riding on a bicycle.
But the rider was wearing one
in clear expression of public ac-
ceptability of the reintroduction
or reinforcement of the law,
which mandates every motor-
cyclist in the country, to wear a
crash helmet for his or her
safety and that of the passen-
ger.

The Federal Road Safety
Commission (FRSC) announced
late last year that with effect
from January 1, 2006, all motor-
cyclists and their passengers,
should use the crash helmet as
a safety measure against acci-
dents, and other unforeseen
circumstances.

The significance of the
crash helmet to Okada riders

By Abdullahi M. Gulloma,

Reporter
cording to a senior road safety
commander and head of the
public enlightenment unit of the
Abuja command of the Federal
Road Safety Commission, Mr.
Aide Okwonghai, cannot be
overemphasised. He said that
the use of the kit by Okada rid-
ers is vital, because they are
what he referred to as “exposed
road users” and are, therefore,
prone to greater danger on the
roads.

The FRSC official said the
commission revisited the law on
the enforcement of the use of
the crash helmet, in order to
ensure that motorcyclists in the
country make effective use of
the kit to protect their heads
whenever there is an accident.
According to him, enforcement
of the use of the item is nation-
wide, both for the rider and the
passenger, and that defaulters
are made to pay a fine of N1,000
(One Thousand naira) and at-
tend a compulsory class of
some minutes, where they usu-
ally receive instructions on
safety rules and regulations,
and how to protect themselves.

Mr. Okwonghai said also

what he referred to as “an en-
couraging compliance on the
part of the motorcyclists, espe-
cially Okada riders, and we are
employing a corrective meas-
ure so that the people involved
would adjust to the use of the
kit.”

A reasonable number of the
Okada riders said there is wis-
dom in the introduction of the
crash helmet as, according to
them, the kit would protect
them in the event of an acci-
dent. For instance, Kabiru Mo-
hammed, who came to Abuja
from Zaria city in Kaduna state;
said that the enforcement of the
crash helmet “is the most rea-
sonable thing the FRCS offi-
cials have done for the Okada
riders.” Mohammed, a diploma
holder, said he was particularly
impressed that the commission
values the lives of Okada rid-
ers, and introduced the kit for
their safety.

Speaking in support of the
submissions by Mohammed,
Mr. Okafor Emeka, who said he
is from Enugu state, stressed
that the introduction of the
crash helmet by the FRSC, is a
clear indication that the com-
mission is now taking its du-
ties and responsibilities to the
Nigerian public more seriously.

that the FRSC is impressed with

He said that the crash helmet,
which sells at between N1500
and N 1800, was of great value
at the beginning of this month
when he had an accident along
the Abuja-Airport road. “I think
if it were not for this thing (in-
dicating the red helmet) I would
have been a dead person by
now. I took a passenger from
Area 10 to the headquarters of
the Nigeria Union of Teachers
(NUT) and before we reached
our destination, we had an ac-
cident. It was a terrible experi-
ence. The helmet I was wearing
was knocked in the encounter,
which means [ would have sus-
tained a major head injury ,” he
said.

Another fellow from Apo
Village in Abuja, who identified
himself as Hassan Rabiu, said
he had seen the wisdom in the
use of the crash helmet. He nar-
rated his experience thus: “On
Saturday January 14, 2006, I
was returning to my house in
Apo village and, unknown to
me, some people were fighting,
and as I approached the scene,
one of them picked a big stone
from the ground and aimed at
the other person, but he missed
the fellow and the stone landed
on my helmet, which threw me
off the motorcycle, but without
sustaining any
injury. I stood up
and thanked the
Almighty for
saving me. And |
felt that if it were
not for the hel-
met, my skull
would have been
fractured.”

However, a
reasonable
number of the
Okada riders are
not happy with
the introduction
of the crash hel-
met, saying that
it would further
compound the
problems being
faced by com-
mercial motorcy-
clists. Specifi-
cally, Lawal
Inuwa, Paul
Michael  and
Ubale Barau,
who are operat-
ing within the
FCT, expressed
concern over
what they re-
ferred to as the
“exorbitant cost

ranging from N1,
500 to N1, 800,
and even
higher.” Accord-
ing to them, the

crash helmet

of the helmet
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would make things difficult for
Okada riders and their passen-
gers, because the kit absorbs
heat and passes it on to the user.

For Moses Anthony,
Ibrahim Abba, Musa Dattijo,
Mallam Umar Yusuf, Gabriel
John and Aminu Isa of
Gwarimpa, Zone 5, Durumi vil-
lage, Lugbe, Mpape and
Mabushi, respectively, the in-
troduction of the helmet was a
deliberate attempt by the au-
thorities in the Federal Capital
Territory and FRSC officials, to
make life difficult for Okada rid-
ers operating in the FCT.

Specifically, Moses
Anthony and Umar Yusuf ar-
gued that the helmet was intro-
duced to frustrate Okada rid-
ers out of Abuja. According to
them, the enforcement of the
use of crash helmet is restricted
only to the Federal Capital Ter-
ritory, and that their counter-
parts in the other states of the
federation are still operating
without the helmet.

According to Mallam Umar
Yusuf, who hails from Zamfara
state, “No Okada rider is using
the crash helmet in my state, or
in Katsina and Kaduna states.
Itis solely an Abuja issue.” His
colleague, Moses Anthony
concurred that Okada riders in
Onitsha do not wear any hel-
mef, and they move freely with-
out Jet or hindrance.”

Dismissing the above asser-
tion, however, the FRSC
spokesman,; -  Mr.  Aide
Okwonghai, said that the en-
forcement of the law is nation-
wide, but that emphasis is

oter a an, Kabt Mhamed wearmg a yellow crash helmet

given to Abuja, because 1t s
the nation’s capital. “It
true that the enforcement of the
law on the crash helmet is only
in Abuja. Yes, Abuja is the capi-
tal of this country, and we need
to have a capital where every-
thing is almost in a perfect state
We are trying to make Abuja
our own version of London,
where everything is in fairly
perfect condition,” he said
““Some of the Okada nders
are also of the view that thé
demand By the FRSC officials,
that both the Okada niders and
their passengers should wear
the crash helmet is not
ble. They based their =
ments on the issue of religion,

Icasy-

2u-

and the fact that some Nigeri-
ans are arrogant, and would not
wear the helmet if they arc @rven
same by the motorcyclists

TO-

Apart from the issue of
gance, the Okada riders also

expressed the fear that the use
of one helmet by numerous
passengers could spread com-
municable diseases among us-
ers.

Kabiru Mohammed s o1 the
view that the use of the crash

helmet by passengers would
suffer a major setback because
of differences in religion. and
cultural beliefs of the Nigeran

peoples, saying that “as a Mus-
lim, you don’t expect me to in-
struct a Muslim womar

ing hijab to remove it and wear
the crash helmet, or ask

erend sister to remove her head
tie and replace it with the kit Tt

won’t work.”
In the same vein, Adamu
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usa and Bitrus Maigari of
arki Village and Karimo in the
CT, are of the opinion that the
e of the crash helmet by pas-
engers wearing traditional
firesses, amounts to a neglect
bf cultural values. According to
aigari, “Hausa, Igbo or
oruba men with their native
aps cannot accept crash hel-
met from Okada riders for their

-

eturns!

safety.” His colleague, Musa,
observed that Nigerian women,
especially the ladies would not
patronise any crash helmet
from motorcyclists. “Women,
especially the ladies, are so full
of themselves, that as an
Okada rider, you cannot say
‘Madam, please wear this hel-
met for your safety.’ They will
just look at you, and if you are

«

AT UR I

Mr. Dan, wears
not lucky they will abuse you.
In fact, one lady told me she
cannot wear that thing,” he
said.

For Hassan Yinusa of Wuse
Zone 2, Abuja, one of the rea-
sons that would make the use
of the crash helmet by passen-
gers practically impossible, is
the fear of contacting diseases
as, according to him, “some
people have different diseases
on their heads like dandruffand
so on,” and that there is the like-
lihood that these diseases can
spread easily among passen-
gers.

his red crash helmet as he goe.snt;‘bout his Okada business

One of the passengers, who
identified himself as Nuhu
Hamza, said that the fears be-
ing expressed by Nigerians on
the possibility of contacting
diseases, through sharing of
the crash helmet are genuine,
but that the only way out of the
problem is to sensitize the
Okada riders on the need to
ensure that they wash the kit
on a regular basis.

Faulting this position how-
ever, Mrs. Margaret Shinkut
and Dr. Ezekiel Yohanna, said
that regular washing of the kit
is not a guarantee to check the

s

any motorcyclists buy their crash helmets from Mr. Azibuk Abara’s shop ear the FRSC office in Wause Zone 11, Abuja.

spread of communicable dis-
eases among passengers that
use motorcycles as a means of
transportation. “Speaking as a
medical expert, I don’t sub-
scribe to the view that if an
Okada rider washes his helmet
regularly, those who use his
helmet are not likely to contact
diseases. Let’s say an Okada
man washes the helmet when
he comes back from work eve-
ryday in the evening, and from
morning to that time he took a
passenger with dandruff, for in-
stance, there is no certainty
that that disease cannot be
spread among passengers that
use the helmet that very day
before he washes it,” Dr.
Yohanna said.

Another passenger who

Page 28

identified herself as Mrs. M
Iliya said the author
charged with the responsib
of enforcing the use of heln
should ensure that they
their job, regardless of the
servations raised by some ;
ple as, according to her, “safe
of life on the road comes firs
Mrs. Iliya, a resident of Utak
said all the talk about diseases
religion and culture is a “gin
mick and should be ignored
Whether or not it is a gin
mick, it appears that the use
the crash helmet has come
stay, and motorcyclists, espe
cially the popular Okada riders
are adjusting to it, perhaps »
spired by the fear of being ar
rested by the officials of Fed
eral Road Safety Commissior

Kabiru Mohammed is of the view that the use of

the crash helmet by passengers would suffer a ma-

jor setback because of differences in religion, and

cultural beliefs of the Nigerian peoples, saying that

“as a Muslim, you don’t expect me to instruct a

Muslim woman wearing hijab to remove it and wear

the crash helmet, or ask a reverend sister to remov:

her head tie and replace it with the kit. It won

work.” In the same vein, Adamu Musa and Bitrus
Maigari of Garki Village and Karimo in the FCT
are of the opinion that the use of the crash helme:

by passengers wearing traditional dresses, amounts

to a neglect of cultural values. According 1

Maigari, “Hausa, Igbo or Yoruba men with their

native caps cannot accept crash helmet from Okada

riders for their safety.” His colleague, Musa, ob-

served that Nigerian women, especially the ladies

would not patronise any crash helmet from motor-

cyclists. “Women, especially the ladies, are so ful

of themselves, that as an Okada rider, you cannot

say ‘Madam, please wear this helmet for your safen
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Offer-Circular Pursuant to the Debt Management Office (Establishment) Act 2003 and
the Local Loans (Registered Stock and Securities) Act (Cap 214) LFN 1990

THE CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA
on the authority of the
DEBT MANAGEMENT OFFICE
on behalf of the
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA

Offers for Subscription by Auction and is authorized to receive applications for

N2§, 000,000,000
3rd FGN BOND 2009 G3-YEAR TENOR)*

Application List opens 23rd January 2006
Application List closes 25th January 2006
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g 3 Interested investors and authorized dealers (Banks, Discount Houses and TENOR: 3years d
Stockbrokers) are invited to collect application forms from any office of the % . : . Te
4 o Central Bank of Nigeria (“CBN™)nationwide. INTEREST RATE: Tlo be t;i‘etc:rrlmned by auT:tnorL ;hCChMmgnal Ratt:l that o
¥ =1 2 Interested members of the public are to submit their bids through any authorized e x eI auctlo'n i o G -
7 e | dealer nationwide to reach the CBN, Lagos not later than the closing date as becomes the coupon for theissue. Fa
specified. Application forms are also available on www.cenbank.org and -
g www.dmo.gov.ng for download and completion. Q:
3. Authorized dealers are allowed to submit multiple bids and quote multiple rates. - o~
o A bid may be for own account or made on behalf of interested members of the INTEREST PAYMENT: Payable semi-annually. o
— public. MATURITIES: The series will mature as shownbelow: =
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1 HEAD PROGRAM & ADVOCACY

Reporting to the Managing Director/Chief Executive.

The ideal person shall be responsible for developing our consultancy business, writing and packaging
proposals to donor and otherinternational agencies covering all areas of service especiallyin distribution,
logistics and pharmaceutical capacity building.

He/She shall also be responsible for coordinating our public relation, communication and perception
managementactivity By interfacing with relevant stakehol ders and the publiec.

Skills, Qualification and Experience Required.

I) A good Degree in Pharmaceutical Sciences and Masters in Business A dministration or Public Health
Economics/ Management.

11) Highinter-personal, communication and rel ationship skills.

1i1) Ability to use modern computer tools is very important.

iv) Up to five years experience in a Pharmaceutical consulting, Advocacy or Public Health environment
will be an advantage.

2. HEAD OF DPERATIONS

Reporting to the Managing Director/Chief Exccutive.

The person shall be involved in managing the procurement of all pharmaecutical products, medical
consumables and other company needs. He shall also manage the activity o fthe company's quality control
laboratory and coordinates all interfaces with our suppliers and regulatory agencies.

Skills, Qualification and Experience Required

i) B.ScinPharmacy and a Masters Degree or an MBA

ii) The ideal person must have overwhelming knowledge of the Pharmaceutical industry in and outside
Nigeria.

iii) High inter-personal and relati onship skills.

Iv) Candidate musthave five to eight years experience in pharmaceutical management.

v) Up to three years experience in procurement in a pharmaceutical environment will be an added
advantage.

Reporting to the Managing Director/Chief Executive.

The ideal candidate shall be responsible for optimizing and managing the company’s information
resources. He shall manage the installation, maintenance and continuous service of the company's
information technologyresources.

Skills, Qualification and Experience Required.
i) A good degree in Computer Science, Statistics, Business A dministration or any related discipline.
ii) Musthave more than average knowledg e o fNetworking Management and Operating System.
iii) Involvement and experience in successful implementation of any of the following integrated ERP
tools( Sage Pastel, ACCPAC, Navisionete ).
iv) Should have atleast four years experience in computer op erations, management and security.
v) Selfstarterwith ability to work with a wide range of people.
vi) Must be solution conscious and performance drivenindividual.
vii) S/he must be innovative and must be able to learnnew tools and transfer knowledge to team mates.

Reporting to the Head of Operations.

The ideal candidate shall be responsible for liaising with regulatory authorities in all areas of product
registration, importation and clearing of goods and shall ensure compliance with standards and
procedures. Sthe shall also be responsible for coordinating procurement activities in a defined business
sector.

Skills, Qualification and Experience Required.

I) Must hold a minimum of B.Sc Pharmacy.

ii) Musthave a sound knowledge ofregulatory procedures.

iii)Should have not less than three years post-qualification experience in pharmaceutical management
especially inregulatory affairs.

iv) Two years experiencein pharmaceutical manufacturing is necessary.

v) Musthavegood knowledge of Microsoft Office

The ideal person shall
policies and programmes and shall grow the company’s business by giving commitment to monthly,
quarterly and annual sales targetsin his/her defined area.

Skills, Qualification and Experience Required

i) A good degree in Pharmacy with three years experience. First Degree in Biological Sciences with Five
years experience in Sales and Marketing of Pharmaceuticals could be considered.

ii) Excellent communication and inter-personal skills required.

iii) Possession of an MB A (preferably in Marketing) will be an added advantage.

iv) Musthave good knowledge of Microsoft Office.

v

Reporting to the Head of Operation.
The ideal person shall be involved in managing the company’s quality control laboratory and also
ensure that all products supplied to the company meet all quality standards.

Skill, Qualification and Experience Required.

i) A good first degree in Pharmacy/ Chemistry and an M.Sc in Pharmaceutical Chemistry/ Chemistry.
i1) At least three years quality control experience or laboratory management in a pharmaceutical
environment. : 3

1ii) Should have sound knowledge of relevant regulatory requirements and current standards of Good
Manufacturing Practice (¢GMP)

iv) High energy drive and ability to work extra hours.

v) Good interpersonal relationship and computer skills.

vi) Membership of relevant professional bodies.

ALS
A Chnstian Health Association of Nigeria C om pany
CHAN Pharmaceuticals, a Christian Health Association of Nigeria (CHAN) company is today the oldest and largest drug distribution NGO in Nigeria. CHAN
Phamaceuticals has expanded to acquire a large asset base with Headquarters at Jos and six zonal drug depots within Nigeria. With a vision to be the preferred
pariner in healthcare, the company is seeking to recruit dynamic and performance driven individuals to fill the following vacancies.

Reporting to the Head, Sales & Marketing.

The ideal person shall develop and implement annual and strategic business plans in a specified arca
of our pharmaceutical business to achicve agreed objective. He shall also be responsible for driving
our new product development activities.

Skills, Qualification and Experierce Required.

1) A good degree in Pharmacy

ii) Possession of an MBA (Preferably in i "arketing) will be an added advantage.
ii1) Minimum of 3 years experience in pharmaceutical sales/ marketing.

iv) Should have excellent planning, co-ordinating anc decision making skills.

v) Good analytical ability.

vi) Good communication and presentation skills.

vii) Proficient in the use of Microsoft office

8. PROCUREMENT OFFICER

Reporting to the Head of Operations

The¢ person in this position shall be responsible for coordinating all procurement activities and making
excellentrelationship with external parties to ensure timely supply of relevant products and services to the
company.

Skills, Qualification And Experience Required.

1) A good first Degree in Pharmacy, Business A dministration, Economies,
purchasing and supply or any other Social Science.

i1) Excellent negotiation skill

iii) Excellent analytical and forecasting skills

iv) Proficientin Microsoft office, especially in excel.

v) Atleasttwo years experience in similar procedure

Reporting to the relevant Field Sales Manager.
The ideal person shall be responsible for promoting selling and redistributing the company's
pharmaceuti cal products and consumables to our member hospitals including other selected outlets and
institutions.

Skills, Qualification And Experience Required.
1) Must hold aminimum of B. Pharm.

2) Honestyand maturity in charactervery essential

3) Excellentinter-personal & communication skills.

Reporting to the Head, Customer Service.

The ideal candidate shall manage the implementation of various third party contracts under his or her
control. She/he shall also be responsible for supervising logistics and distribution activity in the relevant
project and shall where necessary interface with third party clients.

Skills, Qualification And Experience Required

1) AgoodDegree orits equivalentin Pharmaceutical Sciences.

i1)Should have sound knowledge oflogistics/ distribution processes especially in Pharmaceuticals.

iii) Must have good knowledge of Microso ft office.

Iv) Should have not less than three years post qualification experience in a related field from a functional
logistics and distribution environment.

v) Excellent communication and inter-personal skill.

vi) Must be flexible, ready to work with others and underpressure.

The ideal person, who will be assigned to manage the Managing Directors' official car, should be well
exposed to the country’s roadterrain with the ability to move atlittle or no noti ce.

Skills, Qualification and Experience Required.

1) Minimum of school certificate.

ii) Musthave high integrity and passion for work.

iii) Must have inter-personal/c ommunication skills.

iv) Notmore than 35 years.

v) Must havedriven atop executive of a highl yrated organization for atleast five years.

Al apphications should be submitted not later than two weeks ofter this publication and darected to:

The Customer Service Officer.
CHAN Pharmaceuticals

The HR/Admin. Masager.
CHAN Pharmaceuticals Ltd/Gte.
Little Rayfield Road P. O.Box 6344, Jos Plateau State.

X Molete Ibadan.
rm. I L

PHARMACEUTICALS

A Christian Health Association of Nigeria Company

...Your Preferred Partner In Healthcare

Ibadan Depot. 241 Obafemi Awolowo way,
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n international non-

governmental or

ganisation, Oppor-
tunities, Industrialisation
Centres (OICI), has raised
alarm on the rising rate of un-
employment among youth,
even as 1t has vowed to ad-
dress the situation. The coun-
of OICI,
Jacqueline Hardware Glin, dis-
closed this when members of
the centre paid a courtesy

director

| visit to the Kano State Com-
| missioner of Information, Dr.

Tijjani Muhammad Naniya.
Jacqueline Glin observed

' that unemployment is one of

the principal factors that un-
dermine the socio-economic

| growth of any nation, point-
| ing out that OICI is out to

“checkmate that ugly trend.

According to her, govern-
ment and other stakeholders
should join forces with the
centre to create employment

| opportunities for youth and

T

KANO TRUST

NGO vows to battle unemploymen

women, to reduce crimes and
poverty in the society.
The OICI boss told the

commissioner that the goal of

the centre is to provide skill
acquisition and vocational
training for the unemployed
so that they would be self-re-
liance.

She said the beneficiaries

of the programme are being
trained on various trades like
carpentry, soap making, agri-
cultural development, hair
care, tailoring and weaving
among others.

Responding, the commis-
sioner assured OICI that gov-
ernment would provide con-
ducive atmosphere for the

hitch-free and successful im-
plementation of its initiatives.

Dr. Naniya said the cru-

sade for total elimination of

unemployment is one of the
top priorities of the present
administration.

He said Governor Ibrahim
Shekarau, had last year
launched poverty eradication

strategy tagged “Youth Em-
powerment Programme’ un-
der the office of his special
adviser on youth develop-
ment.

Under the programme ac
cording to the commissioner
no fewer than 2000 unem-
ployed youth have so far re-
ceived extensive vocational

training.

Dr. Naniya
each beneficiar
facil
N20,000.00 cash

various businesses

working

He however, s
support of private
ing government alo )
shoulder such respo

N

|
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182 embrace

Islamin
Takai

o fewer than 182

people have em

braced Islam in

Takai local government, the

council chairman, Alhaji
Inuwa Dambazau, has said.

Briefing newsmen on the

| activities of the council, Alhaji

Dambazau noted that the af-
fected people embraced Islam
following a repeated and ex-
tensive preaching by the lo-
cal government and Kano
State Islamic Propagation
Committee.

He added that this was a
clear signal that the inaugu-
ration of the committees has

- -started yielding fruitful result.

According to him, the im-

‘age of Islam and-Muslims

would no doubt be revamped
following the development,
vowing to unveil additional
strategies that would woo
other non-Muslims into ac-
cepting the religion.

He gave assurance that

the council would do every-

1ng p LU dSSist uic

that they
would feel a sense of belong-
ing.

While charging them fo be
dedicated and hardworking in
seeking the knowledge of Is-
lam so as to worship the al-
mighty God based on the laid
criteria,

down

Alhaji

Dambazau charged the entire

A

"Muslims to embrace the new
converts with open minds in

stead-ofidiscriminating them

|

A cross section of 2005 Kano pilgrims during a seminar held at School for Arabic Studies (SAS) Kano...recently.

he Kano State zonal
office of the National
Youth Service Corps
(NYSC) has been directed to
relocate to its permanent ori-
entation camp at Koraye lo-
cal government area of the
| state, the chairman of the sub-
’ committee on the relocation
| of NYSC Orientation Camp,
‘="‘11€‘.\“ii'1: gay
the®order.
Alhaji Al
spoke while or
visit to the state’s NYSC gov-
erning board chairman, Dr.
Tijjani Muhammad Naniya,

bura, who

a courtiesy

observed that continued stay
of NYSC Orient

the premises of L

tion Camp at

ngo

echnical College is affecting
the students.

He said since adequate
facilities are provided at the
,NYSC

P crmanent ca nas

| By Mustapha Isah Kwaru, |

‘ Correspondent, (Kano) |

no reason of not relocating.
The relocation sub-com-
mittee chairman pointed out
that massive examination fail-
ure of students of the college
was as a result of inadequate

classrooms.
This, according to Alhaji
Alabura counld not he

nected with the fact that some
classrooms were converted

for use by corps members.
He, however, argued that
the one month ultimatum
given the school to conclude
its session before the com-
mencement of the next orien-
tation exercise is inadequate,
saying all hands should be on
deck to ensure that NYSC
move to its permanent orien-
}

tation camp before the

next

CXEIrcise

In his remarks, the NYSC
Governing Board Chairman,
who doubles as the Commis-
sioner of Information, Dr.
Tijjani Naniya, gave assur-

ance that government would
do all it could for the speedy
relocation of NYSC orienta-
tion camp to the permanent
site.

C’ttee orders NYSC to move to permanent site

The commissior
expressed delight for
noted that governme d
not support any !
would cripple its edu
development initiat

KNSG to execute N40m project
in each constituenc

'By Yusha’u Adamu Ibrahim,|

Thc Kano State gov
snt 1 to execute
Aj_ 40 million nai

a project

in each constituency in

state,

Budget and Economic Plan-
1ing, Alhaji Nour Sani Hanga,
has said.

Speaking at a budget

briefing vesterday, Hanga ex-

plained that each constitu-
ency would choose the type
of project it want and state
government would execute 1t

accordingly.

Alhaji Sani Hanga saic

Commissioner of

. ] ¢ K ¥
orrespondent, Aano

also that the state Budget
Monitoring Bureau will con-
stantly monitor all the execut-
ing projects to ensure that

they were adequately ex-

a B s o%
1€ COmMmissioner said

the ministry will

i
urther tha

nsure adequate impiementa-

he 2 »t far the
u 4 L1071 the

of the o1l revenue g

on projects ex:
planned on how
the little revenue i

The commiss
Kano
Shari’ah imple

said that

state will ensure
utilisation of the p
throughout the ye

He also disc

presently the stat

single budgeting

itrwas the case in
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he Lagos State

House of Assembly

has called on the
federal and Lagos State gov-
ernment to save Lagosiar
from property owners wh
in a bid to maximise pi-
contravenes building coic..
The call came on the b+ (s
of the collapsed buildi « at
Amukoko area of th- :tate
last Friday in which fi+2 lives
were lost. :
Moving the motion on the
floor of the Hcuse under
matters of urgent public im-
portance, the legislator rep-
resenting Ajeromi Ifelodun
constituency, who is also
the chairman, House Com-
| mittee on Education, Mr.
| Kolawole Taiwo, noted that
the development was sad
because officials of the Min-
istry of Urban and Physical
Planning had foreseen it.
According to him, the atten-
| tion of the federal govern-
{ ment should be drawn to
Ajegunle where several
| tribes are represented, add-
| ing that it is also a place with

Stories by Olumide
Bajulsiye, Correspondent

(Lagos)

an avalanche of sub stand-
ard b-uiidings.
Taiwo said, “People should
come to our aid, govern-
ment’s assistance is also
needed, lives are unsafe and
wicked property owners
who steal from the poor
should be brought to book.”
In his remarks another leg-
islator, Mr. Lateef Shitta—
Bey, noted that there was a
great proliferation of the
building sector which had
led to construction of gro-
tesque buildings that do not
stand the test of time.
“What is happening is a
recipe for disaster, every-
body has become a building
contractor, this has a cha-
otic implication, the inepti-
tude of housing officials is
also responsible for the pro-
liferation, and property own-
ers just don’t care. They are
after what they can get,”
Shitta —bey stressed
He stated that close moni-

ail

toring of the building sector
could be a solution to the
problem, adding that plan-
ning regulations also ought
to be reappraised.

He said, “We should en-
force adherence to quality

- Exo TrRusT
Collapsed Buildings: Lagos Assembly seeks FG’s help

control, architectural de-
signs must be followed, we
are talking about human
lives here, therefore build-
ing contractors must have
the right qualifications.”

A member of the Assembly,

Mr. Abdulateef AbdulR-
asaq, said contravention of
building plans was suicidal.
He called on the state gov-
ernment to procure neces-
sary equipment to combat
disasters.

According to him,
owner of the house sho
be arrested and prosecute
in order to serve as a deter
rent to others.

The House also commer
ded Julius Berger for help

NUP insists on strike

n spite of the plea by the
Inspector General of Po
lice, Mr. Sunday
Ehindero, the rank and file
| of the Nigeria Police Force
| have insisted to embark on
| their planned strike action.
| The National Union of
Policemen (NUP), the um-
brella body of the junior po-
lice officers, while making
this known in a statement in
Lagos said an ultimatum for
the commencement of the
industrial action would be
issued in due course.

NUP said that nation
wide mobilisation is on
course, adding that the high
command of the force would
be compelled to comply with
its demand.

In a communiqué issued
at the end of its meeting held
weekend in Asaba, Delta
State, signed by it spokes-
man, Sergeant Nelson Boro,
NUP demanded among
other things that the
monetisation policy enjoyed
by civil servants should be
extended to members of the
police.

' Further, it asked that the
much publicised minimum

| wage introduced by Presi-

dent Olusegun Obasanjo be

implemented among the po-

licemen without delay.
“The remaining police

1

prre

officer cadre or to Inspec-
tors of police, that officers
and men transferred to
Force C.1.D in May 2005 be
paid there 28 days hotel al-
lowance in lieu of accommo-
dation without ranks dis-
crimination immediately”.

Noting that the rank and
file embarked on historic
strike action in year 2002
due to the insensitivity of
police management author-
ity to their plights, NUP em-
phasized that the police lead-
ership had since not formed
a forum to gauge the pulse,
feelings, aspirations and
frustrations of members of
junior officers.

Stressing that the bridge
of understanding between
police officers and junior
ranks has continued to
widen, NUP vowed that no
threat from any quarter can
stop it from embarking on
the planned strike.

While thfowing its
weight in support of the IGP
anti-corruption crusade to
sanitise the police, NUP
noted that a successful war
against corruption remains
a mirage if the welfare of the
men remains neglected.

“Egunje, an euphemism
for bribery has become a
disease which must be eradi-
cated totally if the fight
against corruption i§ b

4 ) 5 1
aviudliiovu.

Some former ‘Area boys’ being trained at the Rehabilitation and Skill Acquisition Centre, Tekunie, Ita-Oko...recently

o

ing out with rescue efforts

Pix Oladipupo Odunewu

Ministry prioritises completion of road projects

he completion of all

on-going road

projects covering a
total length of about 80km;
upgrading of 15 major roads
in the Lagos Island business
district into high street
standards, and the comple-
tion of newly awarded roads
covering a total length of
30km are among priority
projects for the Lagos State
Ministry of Works and In-
frastructure this year.

The commissioner, Engr.
Rauf Aregbesola, who dis-
closed this, also listed the
rehabilitation of recurrent
and routine maintenance of
existing roads, and the reha-
bilitation of 15km road by
December 2007 under the
Public Infrastructure Im-
provement Partnership
(PIIP) programme as some of
the other major focus for the
year.

He reiterated the state
government’s commitment
to galvanise all efforts to-
wards ensuring the develop-
ment of motorable roads, im-

Tz ' -

i

creasing the road capacity
to ease traffic congestion.
According to the com-
missioner, strategies for im-
plementing the objectives
will include direct labour and
contract awards from budg-
etary provisions, loan facil-
ity provided by the World
Bank for LAMATA, man-
agement of high streets by
private agencies, mainte-
nance of roads by zonal
agency contractors, private
sector participation under
the BOOT arrangement and
the Public-Private sector
collaboration under the PIIP.
He noted that the com-
pletion of on-going projects
is inclusive of road projects
that were awarded since
1999 and have reached their
various stages of comple-
tion, while new roads and
bridges to be constructed
this year include the flyover
bridge from Itire-Okota road,
expansion of Ago Okota/
2nd Bridge, Amuwo Odofin;
Isheri Oshun/Ijegun/
Jakande Estaie Road via

Oilata R il th i et

oF »: e Mreiy S

1y Expressway

as well as the dedicated bus
lane for the Bus Rapid Tran-
sit (BRT).

Engr. Aregbesola opined
that the dirty habits of the
people blocking the drain
with refuse which hinders
the free flow of water have
further aggravated the easy
disintegration of roads, add-
ing that concrete efforts are
required through the routine
and recurrent rehabilitation
programme in order to keep
the already tarred road
motorable.

According to the com-
missioner, the operational
modalities of the Private In-
frastructure Improvement
Partnership (PIIP) pro-
gramme will be reviewed in
order to enhance its im-
provement, while stressing
that the various PSP road

programme will be
reinvigorated.
He noted that the Bill for

a law to establish a labora-

tory for regular Test of Build-
- :
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State House of Assembly,
hoping that when it be-
comes operational, it would
reduce the ugly incidence of
collapse buildings, and also
streamline civil engineering
activities in the State.

The commissioner
added that infrastructure
will also be provided at some
Lagos State Housing Es-
tates, including Ikeja,
Shasha, Alagba and the
Lekki Millennium Housing
Schemes in order to encour-
age allottees to take pos-
session of their houses and
to make the estate liveable.

Engr. Aregbesola ex-
plained that despite the tight
fiscal regime which the min-
istry operates and the in-
creasing responsibilities of
government which both
combined to make previous
years quite challenging, it is
gratifying and soul lifting to
know that the modest
achievements recorded in
the past year in the area of
improvement to our road in-
frastructure has impacted !
poesitively on a greater per-

enface of the citizenrv es- |
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hief Olusegun Mathew

Aremu Okikiolakan

Obasanjo, a retired
General of the Nigerian Army
and former Head of State,
happened on the nation’s
political scene in 1998 when
he was drafted into politics,
specifically to contest the
presidential election, as he
had been anointed by the
powers-that-be to succeed
the then Head of State,
General Abdulsalami Alhaji
Abubakar. Coming from a
military background,
Obasanjo did not make any
pretension to being a
politician. He was crude in
the art of politics. But he
managed to forge ahead,
i causing tensions along the
{ way.

When General Abubakar
and former Military President,
General Ibrahim Babangida
packaged him to emerge as
President, it was, as learned,
designed to achieve a dual
purpose: to assuage the
feeling of loss and pain by the
Southwest zone, which son,
ChiefM.K.O. Abiola had died
in the custody of the federal
government in which he was
held by the regime of the late
i General Sani Abacha, for
i daring to declare himself the
duly-elected winner of the
annulled June 12, 1993
presidential election at
Epetedo in Lagos; and, two,
to promote or further the
i military hegemony in national
| governance, perhaps with the
prospects of a member of the
military clique taking over
from Obasanjo.

Talking about the
{tensions that Obasanjo
i caused along the way on
account of his political
i naivety, consider these two:
‘ his announcement of N130
imillion donation to the
i Peoples Democratic Party
{ (PDP), which unsettled the

party’s leadership guard
some of whom were intereste
in the party’s presidential
i ticket as well as the polity,
i which got a scaring prospect
of money influence in the
: emergent politics, although
the furore generated made it
impossible for him to redeem
the pledge; then, the decision
to choose Alhaji Abubakar
Atiku, the Turaki Adamawa,
i as his running mate for the
11999 presidential election.
i Besides, these two instances,
‘he has, since assuming
| power, been causing tensions
i in every nook and cranny of
the polity.
Obasanjo’s choice of
i Atiku, who had already
i emerged as Governor-elect of
i Adamawa State, rattled the
i clan of power brokers in the
i North who had calculated
i that having facilitated the
i emergence of Obasanjo, he
i would be there to-do their
i bidding. But alas! This Baba
i Ivabo, as Obasanjo is now
fondly calied, is different from
the Head of State of 1976-74
become his own'man;

B{ Sufuyan Ojéifo,
(Special Correspondent)

will to have Atiku as his
running mate, the man with
whom he could work; the man
in whom he was, but no
longer well pleased. Things
have now completely fallen
apart.

By that singular decision
of picking Atiku, prominent
northern politicians such as
Alhaji Bamanga Tukur,
Mallam Adamu Ciroma, Alhaji
Abubakar Rimi and Professor
Jubril Aminu, who had either
positioned themselves or had
been positioned by powerful
and strategic interests, got a
shocker of their lives as their
political calculations were
shattered. The tension
created by this was doused
by the Emirs who were
reached to talk with their
people to accept Atiku’s
choice. But Obasanjo’s
action was appreciated by
watchers of the development
within the context of his own

possible understanding of

extended loyalty, which he
expected to be total, military-
like, which he believed he
could get from Atiku.

He had, perhaps, moved
to pick Atiku in honour of the

loyalty of his friend and-

second in command when he
was Head of State, the late
General Shehu Musa
Yar’Adua. an intense and
passionate power player in
national governance, as well
as a strategist and tactician
in party politics, who was his
(Atiku’s) political godfather.
As the scion of the Yar’Adua
political dynasty, Atiku, who
mobilized the Yar’Adua
machine in the field for
Obasanjo’s victory at the
polls, was considered capable

of sustaining the loyalty of

the Yar’ Adua political family.
And he did that creditably.
Which was why Obasanjo in
the first term ( from 1999-2003)
handed ove:r 10 him control
of the party 1 ‘
also learn
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government |
lycm\'ny to make
input into the composition of
the Federa! c
appointment into
of parastat
besides his constitutional
role as Chairman of the
National Council on
Privatisation (NCP).
Perhaps, Atiku's political
sin, m the estmation of the
hawks in the Presidency and
the party, would be that he
deployed the power and
influence of his office and the
strategic responsibilities
given to hir. by Obasanjo to
his own political advantage.
For instance those who had
their eyes on the
and even Atiku

i

Vice Presid

significant

avinet and
the Board

corporations,

nresidency

S position as

notning in

manner, top

smooth fl«

ynroch 1 wigte
[ It CX1

garb of his quiet mien, was
said to have cast him in the
mould of a disloyal Vice
President. Thus, provoked
internal disquiet within the
V.P.’s political camp,

particularly the disorientation

President bluségun Obdsanju

within the Peoples
Democratic Movement
(PDM), Yar’ Adua’s group
inherited by Atiku, coalesced
with external manouvres in a
bid to undermine his position
and political future beyond
2003. Inside Politics learned
that a deliberate plot to scuttle
Atiku’s second term as Vice
President was perfected by
forces within and outside the
Presidency and the party.

It was also learned that
they had conspired to
collapse his political future
abruptly by sowing the seed
of hatred in the heart of the
President. The plot had
worked out fine as a Governor
of one of the Northeast
States had, as gathered then,
been penciled down to
replace Atiku as Obasanjo’s
running mate for the 2003
presidential elections. It took
the deployment of political
brinkmanship to salvage the
situation and put Atiku back
on track. The post-2003
presidential primaries and
clection developments in the
Presidency and the PDP have
continued to be appreciated
against the backdrop of the
dirty politics and pernicious
manouvres that characterized
the nomination of the
Obasanjo/Atiku presidential
ticket
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srd Term: The hawks and th

Obasanjo. Today, perhaps to
the joy of the hawks, the soul
of the party has been wrested
from the Vice President. He
is treading and engaging in a
balancing act on a very tight
rope that could snap at

further exertion of pressure
Inside Politics gathered tha
Atiku’s camp is in a quandarny
over how to prosecute the
2007 presidential battle
particularly against thc
backdrop of a burgeoning
monster that will stop at
nothing to savage the camp
and its leader. The vehicle of
the Economic and Financia!
Crimes Commussion (EFCC)
the sleaze watchdog, is in full
throttle to expose dirty deals
by public officials who want
to aspire for the presidency
(or even the governorship o
other offices).

Having succeeded in
assisting the President to
“silence” his Vice President,
so it seems, the hawks in and
out of government are now
set on a two-pronged
approach to the 2007
presidency: one, they are
nudging the President and
the president is enjoying
being nudged on to
“destroy” every potential
aspirant to the highest office
in the land. Former Military
Administrator of Lagos State,
Brigadier General Buba
Marwa has now been
etfectively silenced. Incum-
bent Governors who wertc
reportedly interested in the
presidency have jumped
down from the high horse,
leaving the field open in the

Atiku, whose hope
lies 1 God and not in the

rumentaiit © State

north to

¥
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Muhammad 1 Butari, who
has become more o1 a cult-

hero to the w. sses of the
north; and forn .~ mi itary
President, Genecrai “brihim

Babangida, who is bebeved
to be strategizing to retuin to
Aso Rock in 2007.
Babangida, also known as
IBB. is said to be plotting his
route back to Aso Rock
Presidential Villa. As a
passionate and influential
player in the nation’s power
gamc. there are feelers that he
is quiztly syndicating with the
powcrs-that-be to ensure
smooth and successful
handover of power in 2007
Iri the south, Abia State
Governor, Dr, Orji Uzor Kalu
is the only one that has dared
Obasanjo by forcefully
coming out to declare for the
2007 presidency. Other
aspirants, if there are, seem
to be pandering tc the whims
and caprices of Obasanjo’s
presidency. Not even the
growing agitations- for the
presidency to remain in the
south in 2007 have opened a
vista for many to launch out.
Inside Politics gathered that
the region is largely acting
out Obasanjo’s script,
lending itself for use by the
Presidency in furtherance of
dishonourable tactics to hold
unto the presidency that was
honourably negotiated away
by northern political elite and
power brokers and carefully
guided to him (Obasanjo) in
1999. The hawks. which are
said to be encouraged by
Obasanjo’s dissimulation on
the issue of the 2007
presidency, would stop at
nothing to savage anybody
from the south who shows
interest in the presidency
without Obasanjo’s
“clearance”. This is why
Kalu’s business interests
have become targets of the
Federal Government's attack
Feelers are that the young
Abia State Governor with
massive mnational and
internztional connections is
determined to give the 2007
presidency his all
110 th

s likely

to emerge either way

and Scuth- depending on the
workability or otherwise of
the Presidency’s agenda will
see paiticipants in the 2007
presidential race restricted to
a tew courageous indivi-
duals. particularly those
whose hands have not been
caught in the cookie jar of
crime. The process of
intimidation by the govern-
ment and its hawks would
have been completed. The
identitics of those who would
remain in the race, from Inside
Politics calculations might
not be more than three very
seriouc contenders in the
PDP- perhaps Babangida and
Atiku from the noxtl
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Inside Politics

political storm of
wide ranging impli-
ations seems set

to sweep across Borno’s
political landscape soon, as
former Governor Mala
Kachallah of the Alliance for
Democracy (AD) and
House of Representatives
member, Mohammed
Umara Kumalia (All Nigeria
People’s Party, Maiduguri
Metropolitan) along with
several other politicians con-
clude arrangements to move
over to the largest opposi-
tion party in the State, the
People’s Democratic Party
(PDP).

Competent sources told
Daily Trust in Maiduguri
yesterday, that Kachallah’s
and Kumalia’s decision to
leave their respective parties
for the PDP follows several
high level meetings in Abuja
and Maiduguri with key PDP
figures, including the PDP

' National Chairman Chief
Ahmadu Ali where the mo-
 dalities for receiving the se-
nior Borno politicians were
worked out.

Others set to decamp to
the PDP along with
Kachallah and Kumalia,
sources also told Daily
Trust, include two Alliance
- for Democracy House of
Representatives members
from the State, namely
Isiaku Joshua Shara and
Modu Alhaji Musa as well
as nearly ten Borno House
of Assembly members from
the AD and ANPP. Among
the state law makers set to
decamp to the PDP is the
former Majority Leader of
the House, Alhaji
Abdurrahman Abdulkarim
who resigned his position
last October in circum-
stances linked to serious
disagreement with Gover-
nor Ali Modu Sherrif.

Our correspondent also
confirmed that a former
senatorial candidate during
the 2003 elections in Borno
North Senatorial Zone, Hajja
Fati Ibrahim Bulama, widely
known as Kakinna, who is
allied to the Kumalia faction
in the All Nigeria People’s
Party, will also decamp to
the PDP.

Although a definitive
date for the formal decamp-
ment of Kachallah, Kumalia
and others to the PDP is yet
to be fixed, the issue has al-
ready started generating a lot
of political interest in Borno
State, with many people see-
ing the decampment of

these politicians as a serious

Kumalia

From Abdullahi Bego,
egtonal Editor North East

challenge to Governor Ali
Modu Sherrif’s ambition for
a second term in office in
2007. It also raises the
stakes in Borno politics and
clearly marks the thicken-
ing of the plot for the state’s
gubernatorial ticket.

Both Kachallah and
Kumalia were former politi-
cal allies of Governor
Sherrif in the All People’s
Party (APP) before it meta-
morphosed into the All Ni-
geria  People’s ' Party
(ANPP). During the 1999
general elections, for in-
stance, when Ali Modu
Sherrif contested for Sena-
tor and won the ticket to
represent Borno Central Dis-
trict in the Senate, he played
a great role in the campaign-
ing and political foot work
that brought Alhaji Mala
Kachallah as Governor. But
the relationship between the
two turned sour before
Kachallah could finish his
first term in office.

While preparations were
being made for Kachatlah to
seek for a second term in

 the 2003 elections, Sherrif

reportedly used his exten-

-sive contacts within' the
- ANPP to ensure that the

party called for primary
election for the gubernato-
rial seat in Borno State, at a
time that other incumbent
ANPP governors were
given automatic tickets.
This development clearly
rattled Governor Kachallah,
who then made the landmark
but costly political decision
to decamp to the Alliance
for Democracy (AD). By
the time that Kachallah
moved to the AD with sev-
eral of his supporters,
Sherrif had got the oppor-
tunity to contest for gover-
nor under the ANPP and
eventually won the election.

The 2003 gubernatorial
election in Borno State was
itself a pitter and keen con-
test between Sherrif, who
represents the ANPP,
Kachallah who represented
the AD and Kashim Ibrahim
Imam, who was flag bearer
of the PDP. Imam, who
polled second to Sherrif,
later challenged the election
in the courts; a legal tango
which lasted nearly one year
before Sherrif was con-

- Governor Ali Modu Sheriff

Daily Trust

2007: Storm in Borno as Kachallah,

firmed Governor by the
elections appeal tribunal in
Jos.

On his part, Kumalia,
who represents Maiduguri
Metropolitan Constituency
in the House of Represen-

tatives and was member of
the ANPP National Board of
Trustees, was moving on
well with the Borno State
Governor under the umbrella
of the ANPP until recently.
Although details of the fac-
tors that led to the frosty
relationship between
Kumalia and Sherrif are still
hazy, the two were literally
at daggers drawn; splitting
the ANPP into camps with
virtually two separate party
structures and following.

On several occasions,
supporters of the Borno
State Governor and
Mohammed Umara Kumalia
have clashed in Maiduguri,
the state capital, the latest
such clashes being in De-
cember, 2005.

Kumalia, was joined in
his faction within the ANPP
by Hajja Fati Ibrahim Bulama
and former Maiduguri Met-
ropolitan (MMC) Chairman,
Alhaji Kaka Bolori. Both
Bulama and Bolori were
also Sheriff’s political allies,
and had helped in the cam-
paigning that brought him to

power as Governor in the

2003 elections. However,
political disagreements sepa-
rated them, adding to the tin-
derbox that was to explode
within the ANPP.

All these politicians now
join Kashim Imam, who had

earlier engaged Governor

Sherrif in a year-long legal
battle following the 2003
elections.

It is not clear how the
new political union in the
PDP might work out. There
are extant issues that must
be decided, and quickly, as
to who would now be the
PDP’s flag bearer in the
forthcoming 2007 elections
and how the new decam-
pees will fit in within the
larger structures of the
party in Borno State.

Instructively, the PDP it-
self has never been one
united house since 2003,
when it fielded Imam as its
flag bearer. The party’s
problems came to the sur-
face when four senior PDP
politicians, namely Maina
Ma’aji Lawan, Gambo
Lawan, Babagana Bafurra
and Mohammed Wakil con-
tested the gubernatorial pri-
maries with Imam. A bitter
row followed the primary
election, when three out of
the four that contested
against Imam disagreed
with the result which pro-

, Others join PDP

duced Imam as the winner.
Their disagreement and pro-
test led the National Head-
quarters of the PDP to or-
ganize a second primary
election under the supervi-
sion of the then National
Vice Chairman (North West)
of the party, Alhaji Iro Dan
Musa.

The second primaries
also produced Kashim
Imam as winner, but Maina
Ma’aji Lawan, Gambo
Lawan and Mohammed
Wakil surprisingly refused to
participate in it, leaving
Babagana Bafurra and Imam
to slug it out.

The antagonism that fol-
lowed the divisive primaries
within the PDP might have
been one of the reasons that
cost the party the 2003 elec-

tions, as politicians opposed

to one another trade allega-
tions of anti-party activities.

In addition to costing
the PDP the gubernatorial
seat, the schism also cost
the party in Borno State the
ministerial slot given to it by

 President Obasanjo when he
- was formirig his cabinet for
uﬁreseoondtcrm There was’

bitter dlsagmement among

A thcpolmcmsanugomsucto

_one another ‘as fo who

should be presented to rep-
resent Borno in the cabinet.

-When no single person

could be agreed upon, Presi-
dent Obasanjo reportedly
sought the advice of former
senior Borno politician, Dr
Shettima Ali Monguno, who
suggested the name of fe-
male educationist, Hajja
Bintu Ibrahim Musa, to
whom the President gave the
post of Minister of State for
Education.

Competent sources told
Daily Trust that despite at-
tempts at reconciliation,
these politicians were
clearly yet to reconcile fully.
Many of them were not vis-
ible in party activities in the
state leading to the election
of a new set of party ex-
ecutives led by former
House of Assembly mem-
ber, Alhaji Kolo Bukar. There
have been insinuations that
Imam had ‘hijacked’ the
party and ‘installed’ his
‘cronies’ to its leadership
but this allegation seems dif-
ficulf to substantiate consid-
ering Imam’s consistency
and doggedness to remain

with the party at
grassroots in the post el
tion period and fund all
activities.

There is no doubt t
the decampment to the PDP
of Kachallah, Kumalia anc
other senior politicians
along with their supporters
in Borno State would cre
ate another power b
whose presence would als
wield ‘its own degree of
fluence within the party

Again, how the issues
stake are streamlined a
agreed upon remain t
seen, but compet:
sources told our corresp«
dent that in the discussi
leading up to Kachallal
and Kumalia’s decision
join the party, agreemc
have been reached that b
old and new members
the party are ‘stakeholder
and ‘partners’ who w
‘work together’ for the
progress of Borno State

Daily Trust investiga
tions show that there are
fears within political circles
in Borno State that Gover-
nor Sherrif might seek to
exploit the differences
within the PDP not to allow
the new alliance to work
Fhe Governor had been

‘successful -on one occasion

in the past, when he suc-
ceeded in wooing one time
gubernatorial aspirant of the
PDP in the 1999 elections,
Ambassador Baba Ahmed
Jidda to his own party, the
ANPP.

Given their knowledge
of the Borno’s political his-
tory, however, it is unlikely
that members of the new
PDP alliance would give
such a window of opportis
nity for their ranks to be
split.

As Governor Sherrif
continues to call the shots
in his own ANPP, it also re
mains to be seen what in
pact the movements out of
his party would have
Sources told Daily Trust
that even as things stand,
is difficult to predict if th
ANPP would remain or
cohesive political unit as
faces the 2007 elections

On the whole, the move
ment of former Governe
Kachallah, Kumalia and oth
ers to the PDP in Born
State can be regarded as
watershed political even
which, for better or worsc
would impact seriously
the politics of the next gen
eral elections in the state i
2007.
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ecently, there was a threat
R:y Landlords in the Fed
ral Capital Territory
(FCT) to implement their long-
time hatched plan to increase
rents on their property. To the
landlords, it does not matter to
them who bears the brunt of their
action, what is of most impor-
tant to them is to urgently break
even.on their investment in prop-
erty development.

Daily Trust exclusively re-
ported the intention of Abuja
Landlords to increase rents on
their property and since then,
there have been avalanche of
pleas by well-meaning Nigerians,
including experts on property
|management/agents on.landlords
{to soft-pedal on their decision,
in view of the untold hardship it
would bring on tenants if they
increase rent on the already im-
ited houses in the capital city.

An Abuja based property
manager and estate agents, Mr.
Obafemi Peter Ilori while com-
mgmmg on the issue queried the
intended move as, according to
him, landlords have no reason to
increase rent. He is not alone in
this view as many estate agents
spoken to on the issue wondered
why landlords decided to bring
another new hardship on Abuja
tenants.

What is common among the
landlords is their quest to make
quick turn-over on their invest-
ment in property development.
They are believed to be taking
advantage of the high demand for
houses, following demolition of
illegal structures by Mal. Nasir
El-Rufai’s administration. It is
not just enough to have-an in-
crease demand for a commodity,
including houses, what matters
is what Mr. Ilori considered as
an effective demand. According
tn tha nranarfv ovnert effective
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up with effective payment.

It is true that there are some
demands that cannot be backed
up with payment due to one
thing or the other. Property, un-
like other physical commodity
is where one lays his or head
through-out the period of time
he/she decides to stay in that par-
ticular place. It therefore requires
annual payment in advance or
one month in arrears.

This therefore means that
ability of tenants to be consist-
ent in payment is very impor-
tant and should be put into con-
sideration before letting out
premises. It is in that view that
an estate manager and the Man-
aging Director of Obed Property,
Mr. Obed Uche said, “we scru-
tinize tenants before letting out
any property under our care”.
Experience, he noted has shown
that some tenants, because of the
need and enthusiasm to own an
apartment in a place of choice,
struggled for money to pay for
one year in advance only to find
it difficult to pay the next year
when the rent is due.

There are several cases of
rent default in courts in Abuja to
compel defaulting tenants to pay
up the arrears of their rents, re-
new rents or vacate premises for
owners who may want to let it
out to would-be tenants he is
sure of consistent payment.

What is however responsi-
ble for this development may not
be unconnected to the high rent
landlords put on their property.
It is obvious that demands are
high for houses in Abuja now than
ever because of the prevailing cir-
cumstances, demolition of ille-
gal settlements. This does not

Trust

people looking for new apart-
ment at the moment are victims
of El-Rufai demolition, and even
if they are able to pay their rents
now, there is every tendency that
they will not be able to renew
payment the next year. This is
because now that they have their
properties thrown out, they are
zealous and would pay to get a
roof over their head for the mo-
ment.

The rent increase if actual-
ized will no doubt increase the
sufferings of most Abuja resi-
dents, especially the urban poor.
It will boil down to touch the
prices of food stuff and other
commodities as prices of com-
modities will invariably increase
to enable traders meet up with
the current increased rent.

Experts in the property sec-
tor said landlords will only have
justification to increase rents on
their property if they carry out
renovation works or added any
value to their properties. Mr.
Tlori told Abuja Property while
discussing the issue that unless
landlords carry out any of these
two things, he or she would have
no reason to start talking of in-
creasing rent.

Beside the above reasons,
the expert said, sitting tenants
sometimes get exemptions in the
advent of increase because they
are occupying the property be-
fore the repair works are being
carried out. “In such cases, only
new tenants bear the brunt of the
increase by landlords, since they
are- moving into the property
new”, declared Mr. Ilori, an
Abuja based estate manager. He
said a situation wher€ those
things are not carried out on a
property, rent hike will be un-
justifiable.

Estate agents and managers
are experts that can and should

ASO R()CK. At the backgmund is the Aso Rack Abu;a. By far the largest mck in the :mmedmte vicinity of t}w F C'Tlgw Aso Roclz towers over the seat of power in
Nigeria, the Aso Rock Presidential Villa, and also provides a dramatic background for the Three Arms Zone. Until it was displaced by development, Asokoro village

existed at the foot of the rock, which served as refuge and a source of strength for the villages. Legend has it that a pond existed below the rock from which you were not
’ wawdm draw water more than you can drink on the spot. Water fetched from this pond could not be sptlled, ﬂzmwn or taken away‘ i is said that the rock houses pod en
|of caves which only the then Inhabmxnts can trace or enter

Rent hike increases hardship for Abuja tenants

development (Landlords) on
how to go about rent increase
since such moves should be with
the consent of tenants. Agreeing
to this challenge, Mr. Ilori said
an estate agent who has both
landlord and tenant as his clients
can only play advisory role in
the issue.

Like he said, “one thing I
keep telling landlords is that the
buildings which they think they
can make quick turn-over on their
investments by increasing rents
remain theirs as long as they ex-
isted on earth and would be in-
herited by their children after
their deaths. As such, there is no
need for any increase that will
further increase the sufferings of
the people”.

In view of this development,
tenants are being apprehensive
of the next move by landlords
since their plans to increase rents
are being scuttled through pub-
lic opinion formed by the gener-
ality of Abuja residents. Abuja
Property gathered that some ten-
ants have started initiating new
ways of getting closer to their
landlords in order to be in their
good books to avert quit notice,
in the event that they (tenants)
cannot afford to pay complete
amount, if their rent is increased.
Already, some landlords have di-
rected their lawyers and estate
managers to start preparing let-
ters of increase or notice of pay-
ments to be issued to tenants,
noWw that the year is just start-
ing.

Meanwhile, some landlords
who are bent on the increase are
not happy with the way the is-
sue of the inceease isgoingsThey
had thought it will be aufomatic,
in the sense that no body will
raise eyebrow about it. If the
prayers of some sections of
Abll_]a I't,SldentS are answered

2 Laccn a

to averting the impending |
crease by landlords. Abuja lan
lords, many wondered did n«
seem to care for what any pe
centage of increase in rent would
cause people residing in the Fec

eral capital city.

Property experts could n
fathom the reason for the increase
in rents on properties wher
repair work is carried out, ne
ther had they increased value
any kind to it. “It is not that they
are building new structures t!
one will say that the prices
building materials are high
the quest for the increase in 1
rent would have been justif

What is however said t
the reason for the landl
threat is not unconnected
the demolition of illegal s
ments by the Federal Capita
velopment Authourity (Fi
in its bid to restore the m
plan of the capital city. Alr
a good number of these illeg: -
tlement areas have been
out in the demolition exc
which authourities said wil
continuous exercise until t!
sired goals are achieved

Some landlords have iss
quit notice to their tenants
they felt will stand in theur
to scuttle their plan to inc
the rent. An occupant of ¢
quarter, somewhere in W
Alh. Ibrahim Bashir told
Property that his landlos
fused to collect his r
N200,000 which he pays
ally, and asked him to vac:
property, simply because
the displaced persons fror
Karimo is offering him N4
forsthe same property

Itis a high time the F(
ister makes a pronouncem
this issue to allay the fear
dents as well as to save !
from untold hardship if the

ava avantnally inecreaced b
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"Obasanjo b:

i resident Olusegun
P Obasanjo has ordered
a ban on all imported
| steel water pipes in the coun-
try. He stated this at the oc-
casion of the unveiling of SCC

pipes factory certification in
Abuja recently.

earlier commissioned the fac-
tory on
commended SCC Nigeria lim-

tion of American Petroleum

(ISO).
In his opening address,

Limited, Chief Emmanuel C.
Adiele said from inception,

‘water
across Nigeria. “On your gov-
ernment’s determination to

Nigerian local industry in
every way possible, we have
continued to generate and
‘deploy enormous resources,

he Foreshore Lifestyle
Terrace Estate, con
structed by Forillon

Transatlantic Limited is beck-
oning on all those who are on
the lookout for peaceful en-
vironment in our increasingly
chaotic cities.

According to close
sources to promoters of the
estate project is far bigger
from Forillon’s first project at
. Banana Island, Ikoyi, Lagos
i which was made up of 14
* ! units of luxury townhouses

i each of which had 5 bed-
rooms, plus the guest chalets.

The project which had
three blocks of four town
houses and an addendum of
pool, boys quarters, luxury
landscaping. The town house
went for N60million in 2005.

The new estate which has
all the “condiments™ of the
first estate project to be em-
barked upon by Forillon and
its promoters also has 14
blocks of buildings located
close to the shore of Lagos
lagoon. Hence, it has access
to the sea.

However, the foreshore
lifestyle terraces is made up
of 14 semi detached luxury ter-
races built to the house of
about N800million and will be
let off to buyers at N75 or
N80million per unit.

According to the repre-
sentative of Forillons, Mr.
Yomi Ogunsola, the edifice
was incepted, in terms of con-
struction by the duo of
+“Telisol Nigeria Limited and
Brick House construction
Limited in January 2005 and

Already, he said inquiries

The President who had |
17 April 2003 |
ited for getting the accredita- |

mstitution (API) and Interna- | Minister Federal Capital Ter-

tional Standard Organization | ritory, Mallam Nasir Ahmad
i El-rufai has disclosed that a

the ghairman_SCE MNigeri) total 0f 20,000 letters of offer

the SCC Steel Pipe Manufac- | . f aesi 23
turing Factory has produced | €13 assistant to the minister
all the steel pipes and allied |

requirements for the Gurara = 2vailable to Abuja property

conveyance pipeline project | stated that the minister who
and now been upgraded to |
produce steel pipes of vari- |
ous diameters, to feed other |
, oil and gas projects |
| Mukhtar expressed this while

support and sustain viable |

will be finalized mid February.

By ‘Mustafa Abubakar,Abuja

human and material, specifi-
cally to upgrade and expand
the capacity of the factory to
global standards”.

Chief Adiele further said
that they have the capacity

to meet Jocal demands, in-

cluding those of the West
African Markets. Importation,
he said destroys local initia-
tive and solicited for a focused
policy of patronage of prod-
ucts from SCC steel pipes fac-
tory by governments at all

levels.

He added that the compa-
ny’s commitment to the presi-
dent’s vision has started to
bear fruit as the American Pe-
troleum Institutional and In-
ternational Standard Organi-
zation have certified its fac-

ortation of steel water

tory and pipes in recognition
of quality management sys-
tems and products ,which
means “our pipes have offi-
cially been acknowledged to
be manufactured to interna-
tional standard”, he affirmed.

He therefore urged all

stakeholders botl in the

lic and private sectors t«

sider urgently, the nc

accord preference to ti

of SCC products, in the
of the numerous benc!
advantages that will |

joyed.

FCT Houses: FCTA releases 20,000 letters of offer to civil servants

iving an update on the
sales of Federal Gov
ernment Houses, the

have so far been issued to

i civil servants.

A statement by the spe-

on information strategy, made

spoke through his special as-
sistant, Economic Matters
and the coordinator of the
sales exercise, Dr. Abdu

addressing journalists re-
cently in Abuja.

“The figure represents
over 80% of the offers avail-

- able for the 32,000 housing

units due to be sold, already

Bright Ewulu, i
Deputy Business Editor, Lagos
are hitting up for the house
and five of the structures
have been sold while inter-
ests have been received for
nine of the terraces although
payments are yet to be made.

Other outfits in the estate
deal include Guarranty Trust
Bank PLC which serves as the
financial adviser; agents are
Diya, Fatimilehin and Co. and
klif Consultants which over-
sees the project manager de-
partment.

The good thing about
foreshore is that all the
pippings, wirings, even
DSTV connections and air
conditioner are executed be-
fore letting off the purchases.

Also, other feature in-

clude recreational facilities/
club house as an addendum
swimming pool, gymchild-
ren’s play ground, babique
section and jetty.

Available also are 500
KVA standby generator, step-
down transformer with output
control gauges, panel room,
individual meters for each
house, street lights on all
roads and garden, borehole
for water supply, water treat-
ment plant, underground and
elevated water tanks and wa-
ter distribution networks to
all houses etc.

These are, according to
Ogunsola, Type A and Type
B house in the estate. The
Type B which are costlier
mostly faced the beautiful
scenery of the Lagoon which
the type A houses have views
tailored to the estate. .

The type houses “of the

as a confirmation that the ex-
ercise in on course, 16,000
civil servants have so far paid
the 10 % mandatory initial
payment for their houses and
the minister had gone
through rigour of personally
signing the 20,000 letters of
offer released so far”, he con-
firmed.

Dr. Mukhtar further dis-
closed that the FCTA had
noticed that some public serv-
ant who had paid the initial
10% deposit for the houses
offered to them have started
ejecting other tenants who
share the facility and warned
that his government will no
longer tolerate such develop-
ment and that payment of
such amount doesn’t confer
ownership on a prospective
buyer and that “it is only the
FCTA which has the right to

Foreshore estate beckons for patronage

three story-building has ante-
room, living and dinning-
room, kitchen store, stair hall
etc at the ground floor. The

first floor has the family | ;

lounge, box room, terrace,

ensuit bathroom, three bed-

rooms etc and the second
floor has master bedroom and
a terrace.

Type B ground floor has
carpets, garden terrace, en-
trance living room, visitors’
toilet, maid bedroom, store
below and stair hall. First floor
boast of family living room,
dinning room, kitchen store,
lobby etc while second floor
plan include masters bed-
room, ensuit bathroom bed-

_room 2 and 3 and lobby.

eject tenants when it is fully
satisfied that the full payment
for a property had been made
and ownership duly trans-
ferred as drastic action will be
taken against those who still
persist in ejecting tenants on
account of the claim of hav-
ing paid the 10% deposit™.
Speaking on the chal-
lenges at the initial phase of
the exercise which included,
participating banks not fully
ready at the beginning, he
said this has been decisively
tackled as the government
has been greatly encouraged

by the increasing enthusiasm
of banks to support the exer-
cise. “Eleven banks have fully
come up and are set to loan
over N7million to interested
civil servants out of the N100
billion ear marked for the sales
as the first installment and
single digit interest payable
on the loans to be taken from
the N100 billion facility
through the Federal Mort-
gage Bank of Nigeria (FMBN)
at 9.5% has been accepted by
all the participating banks”,

He therefore said that the
minister has assured t! .
complaints will continu e
routinely looked into ar
stakeholders will be cas
along and appealed !

— e —

stakeholders to note that the
FCTA is simply working ac-
cording to the guidelines and
timeliness approved by the

Federal Executive Co I
(FEC). We hope to subi e
final report to the president
by June this year with a pro-
jected sales target over N 100
billion feasible”, he added

he stressed.

The newly commissioned SCC Steel Water Pipes factory commissioned by President Olusegun Obasa
» m 4bu]a last Friday

nje

Plx Felix

El-Rufai approves ¢’ttee for new schools in FCT

o put to rest the prob
lems of shortage of

classrooms and over

. crowded schools, in the Fed-
. eral Capital Territory (FCT) the

minister of, Mallam Nasir
Ahmad EL-rufai has setup a
special committee for the re-
habilitation and construction
of new schools across FCT.
The Education Secretary,
FCT, Dr. Auwal Anwar dis-
close this at the 2005/2006
Education Secretariat press
Luncheon held in Abuja on
Monday.

Dr. Anwar said that to be-

! gin with, some 14 Basic Edu-

cation and Senior Secondary
Schools have been identified

. on which about N 1.6billion

will be spent. Therideal-is to

ave Model Institutions
which will ultimately be the
standard for the FCT. These
schools he noted, include the
new Girls Junior Boarding
Secondary School opposite
the Maitama hospital. “We
have therefore commenced
the processes of establishing
new schools in areas Durumi
and Bukpe™”.

“The massive influx of
people into FCT has resulted
in the overstretching of exist-
ing infrastructure so much
that we are left with no op-
tion but to build new ones.
Towards this end, we estab-
lished 34 new primary
schools bringing the total
number of schools to 440.We

also bégan a massive reioVa--

tion and rehabilitation exer-
cise that saw the complete
overhauling of 205 class-
rooms in the six Area Coun-
cils.

Six new classroom blocks
were constructed, so were two
modern Libraries”, he added.

The Education Secretary
further said that after discov-
ering that there were no
enough schools especially at
the secondary and tertiary
level in the FCT and the exist-
ing ones are generally over
populated and lack basic in-
frastructure like classrooms,
furniture and laboratories, the
secretariat has to put up mas-
sive renovation efforts cur-
rently going on m the
schools = ==

He said during the inspec
tion of the project commitiee
it discovered some anomalies
of at least 16 abar ed
projects, projects on sched-
ule but not seen on site. paid
contracts without completion
of work were still reflected as
outstanding liabilitie

“And after thorough ex-
aminations, the cor ee
recommended for corrections
which led to the crea of
projects division headed by
a Deputy Director w the
secretariat and prov of
434 sets of furniture t SiX
area councils (49 s for
Abaji, Bwari 62, Gwa da
65, Kwali 95.Kuje 6% and

4 AMAC 95)”, he émp ed
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yordinator, Fire Disaster
Prevention and

Awareness Associa
Nigeria, a none governmei
agency ,Mr. Babangida
Ahmad Lamidi
articulated that for effective
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management of Abuja
markets fire disasters, the
transition from living without

fire to living with fire which
has made life in many ways
easier, advent of safety
matches globally had made
fire not only cheaper , but
also available to everyone
must be addressed. This he
said has also created
constraint and risk, due to the

| perpetual presence of fire in
{human existence and has

today created complicating
factor, leaving to

‘accommodate which has

posed great challenge to

| human society.

He added that “though,
the ability to control fire is a

| central problem in every
' known society and that is

| why overtime, human beings

have learnt as part of their
culture the act of controlling
fire. But as the society begins

{to move from simple to

complex, with scientific and
technological breakthrough,
the act of fire management
and control becomes more
sophisticated, thus every
human being has to go
through a learning process in
order to acquire the skill
needed to deal with this new

| challenges”.

The Abuja Property
however affirmed that the
present study on fire disaster
which showned that less

 than 80.6% of people all over

the world, especially in Africa,
Nigeria most importantly and

i the third world nations still
{ lack the basis skill in control

and management of fire,
despite the constant use of

| fire on daily basis without

actually acquiring personal
understand of it,

Manag

ing

B

Fire outbreak like this poses serrious threat to Abuja markets.

heat mmedi-
te 1anifesta-
tion, if not controlled is de-
structive and can disintegrate
a highly organized structure
of organic substance like

Abuja city and can be re-
duced to ashes and smoke.
Combustion process is blind
and aimless, doesn’t have
any purpose which is not
peculiar to fire and other
natural forces, such as rain
or wind, whatever
inflammable material it
touches, will be consumed ,
but then fire has a rare quality
of being self-generating and
can cause heat which
sequentially turn to fire.

Abuja property in its fact
findings to lasting solution to
this unfortunate incidence
gathered that in year 2000/
2001 alone various markets
fire in the country including
Abuja caused damages es-
timated at N854.2 million
naira apart from loss of
lives, agonies, and other
traumatic effects. Subse-
quently, extended to other
years due to improper mar-
kets management.

Considering what mar-
ket is therefore, Abuja mar-
ket like any other market is
a regular gathering of peo-
ple where buying and sell-
ing activities take place.
Trade in it is not only re-
stricted to tangible com-
modities, but where buyers
and seilers are physically
brought together to ex-
change goods and services,
including other financial
transactions such as securi-
ties , currencies like stock
market, foreign market,
black market, labour mar-
ket, free market et

market ; specialized market
and central market.

However, it is important
to note that, the non-avail-
ability of dependable data
of these market before now
, makes the estimation of
actual loss from market fire
in Abuja impossible, but
one thing is certain is that
,all the above-mentioned
classification of markets
have suffered one form of
fire disaster or another.

Market fire which cut
across the length and
breadth of the city markets
is inexhaustible. To bring to
mind the gravity of few
markets that have had one
or more doses of this fire
destruction in Abuja are the
evacuated “new Wuse mar-
ket”, re-organized old Wuse
market.

Fire outbreaks in our
markets are however
caused as a result of multi-
faceted developments.
Abuja property furthered
gathered that the causes of
market fires include Care-
lessness, negligence and
nonchalant attitude of trad-
ers and discovered that over
95% of the traders in Abuja
markets lack knowledge of
fire prevention and safety,
but unmindful of the possi-
bility of an unfortunate oc-
currence or loss and acci-
dents that could lead to fire
outbreak and complete
damage to the entire market
and their properties. This
attitude has contributed
greatly to the high incident
rate of market fires in
Abuja. In most market in-
stances’of lack of basic fire
safety knowledge, often
leads to misuse of electri-

nection and other unsafe
practice.

Occurrence of natural
disaster or sudden accident
Jntentional act or Arson :

Lack of proper physical
planning/design of markets;
Sub-standard structures
Free access of fire fighting
vehicle into the market
arena during fire outbreak;
Lack of adequate water net-
work; Improper/illegal con-
nection of electricity; Lack
of inadequate or stable se-
curity system are also ma-
jor couses.

Reviewing past experi-
ence vise-a-vise managing
market fires in Abuja, there
is the need for lot of multi-
dimensional approach due
to its complex nature.
Therefore, in retrospect, a
review of past experiences
shows clearly that there is
‘tendency for more fire out
breaks in an unplanned mar-
ket than in a well planned
market’.

For instance, the statis-
tic of fire-outbreak in these
markets before the evacua-
tion the new Wuse market
and the re-organizing of the
old Wuse market, indicated
that as at 23" July 2004 “5”
minor/major fire-outbreaks
were recorded in old Wuse
market and as at 13 Febru-
ary 2004, over 15 minor/
major fire outbreak were re-
corded in new Wuse market

The old Wuse market,
built with permanent struc-
tures, with illegal attach-
ment without fire services
station and the new Wuse
market which was with tem-
porary structure was con-
structed with sinks woods,
planks and other combusti-
ble 'materials without fire

arket revert

ment, and the m

to its orginal plan the new
Wuse market, temporary in
nature have been demol-
ished, explained that it is

obvious that “Markets with
poor planning and tempo-
rary in nature are likely to
be more fire prone than per-
manent and well structured
markets.”

Another way to effec-
tively managed market fires
is the consideration of fire
element for proper plan-
ning. This brings to ques-
tion, who manages? The
absence of a more clear
definition of the role of
stakeholders in the manage-
ment of markets has hin-
dered all effort to curb mar-
ket fires in the past. “As
entrenched in 1999 consti-
tution of the Federal Re-
public of Nigeria provision
of market, maintenance,
regulation and control is
the statutory responsibility
of local government coun-
cils as may be prescribe or
amended by the House of
Assembly of a State”.

Before now, this role
was fused, management of
markets involves various
chains of rules and bureau-
cratic process such that it
makes it difficult for plan-
ning regulations to be en-
forced both at the concep-
tion, design, post manage-
ment or implementation
stage.

And this has lead to so
many irregularities that has
hampered efficient man-
agemént and prevention of
fire outbreaks in Abuja
markets. This is further
complicated by high level
of unqualified local Coun-

operators in manag
ind maintaining the
kets retain the stand

ready set. Similarly,

what role will Loca
ernment Council p

such markets, even

they are fully in con

such markets, ca
present composition of
cal Government Cou
retain this standard?
many questions that n

to be answered.

And until these r«
are clearly defined the
sue of setting standard p
ticularly in the area of {
safety in our markets
hardly be realized.

However, it is belie
that when problem
proper planning is resoly
adherent to basic fire safe
standards can then be mad
possible, and decisions r
gard fire safety design
planning markets will als
not be difficult or disre
garded by market planners
particularly if the Bill at the
national Assembly for pas
sage into law on fire pr
caution and control tha
seeks to stipulate the stand
ard fire safety code for al
existing and new buildings
including markets is signed

On a final note, pros
sion of adequate fire safet
installation should include
apart from ensuring tha
standard fire safety mater
als are used in the constru
tion of markets to avoid fis
spread, other fire protect
facilities such as sprinkler
fire detection and ala
system to give early wa
ing and fire extinguish
system either fix or mo
able to help in fire fight
or to nib the fire on the |
will be required to efficien
manage market fires.
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The changing face of Abuja

elcome to the
Federal Capital
Foi Territory- Abuja,

one of the finest cities in the
world. A city endowed with
all the beauties and splendor

of mother nature; the
green vegetation, rocks of
various shapes and sizes, the
crystal clean waters, the
serene atmosphere and cool
 weather, all sum up to make
the city indeed a place to
behold and to cherish. A place
where people of all tribes and
tongues live, work -and feel
very much at home. A city
that showcases not only the
greatness of Nigeria as the
giant of Africa but also
symbolizes the unity of the
over 250 tribes that make up
its citizenry.

* Through a long term
{development plan and
i meticulous execution which
began in the 70’s by the then
Murtala Obasanjoregime, the
city has rapidly transformed
from bushes and huts of the
natives to magnificent
edifices accentuated by
| beautiful landscaping.

The roads are smooth
and well layed out while the
streets are neat and tidy. At
night, streetlights blaze in the
horizon and the city is agog
with outdoor activities. The
nightclubs and eateries
(joints) can be found in all
nooks and crannies of the
city, adding life and colour to
wwthe rather quiet and serene
atmosphere.

Outside Abuja, the story
of the city is often larger than
life. Tall tales of a land flowing
with milk and honey. Where
one can become very
wealthy in a short time. With
these tales therefore, all
manner of people throng
they including thousands of
unemployed youths with
hope and elation of settling
{ down to a life of bliss.

i The influx of people into

1, By Nasir Imam,

Editor, Abuja Property
the city however brings with
it so much hardship, crime

Karimo, Gwagwa and other
outlying surburbs, most
times contending with lack of
provision by the government

about

an equivalent of the
popular C.M.S bus stop in
Lagos is the traffic nerve

a good life. They migrate from
all parts of the country in
large numbers and could be
seen withering and littering

The almost completed overhead bridge at the Apo legislative quaters junction, Garki Abuja, being constructed by Julius
Berger Nigeria Ltd, aimed at decongesting the persistent traffic bottlenecks in the area.

and other vices associated
with urbanization. The cost
of the Ilimited living
accommodation cannot be
compared with any other city

in the country. The
residents of Abuja pay by the
skin of their teeth, in some
areas as much as half a
million naira for a two
bedroom apanmentandmore
than a million naira for a
duplex. In each case the
hapless tenant must pay for
two years rent together with
10% of the total sum as
agency and legal fees. To cut
costs however, many
residents secure cheaper
accommodation in the
surburbs of Abuja like
Nyanya, Karu, Kubwa, Idu-

of the basic infrastructure
necessary for human
habitation.

It is also noted that about
seventy percent of workers

- who live outside the city

centre troop into the city for
their daily business. The four
lane roads of the city are
relatively free during the
weekends, but as early as
6:30am of each working day
in the week, traffic starts
building up leading to
congestion of the roads and
all entry points from the
surburbs. The situation is
particularly chaotic on the
about 35 kilometer double
carriage way from Kubwa
into the capital territory.
Similarly, the Berger round

centre of Abuja. Because of
this congestion of the roads,
people spend as much as one
and a half hours on the road
before getting to their
destinations within the city.

The menace of armed
robbers in Abuja and its
environs is also the tell tale
sign of movement of all
manner of people into the
Federal Capital city. In their
bid to get rich quick, the
faceless night marauders
unleash terror on the
innocent citizens who toil
night and day to make ends
meet, leaving the residents in
constant fear of these
hoodlums.

The street beggars are
not left out in this search for

the hitherto clean streets of
the, city begging for aims from
motorists and passersby.

The scarlet women also,
have taken hold of street
comers and dark allays of
Abuja in the quest for money
and good life thereby
throwing morals to the bins
and contributing largely to
the spread of various sexually
transmitted diseases such as
HIV/AIDs.

As a result of this daily
movement into Abuja
therefore, the government
must move fast to implement
the master plan for the
development of the Federal
Capital Territory especially
the outlying council areas by
putting in place the necessary

infrastructure to R
residents , develo h
residential and comn al
buildings. This wou a

long way in reducing t! st
of accommodatio d
congestion in the city « e

The government also has
to .map out strategies for
resettling and rehabilitating
these beggars d
prostitutes who mu 0
the city by the day e
should also be estal d,
counseling units and es
where they can engage e
meaningful handwork 1e
other. The gover: 1t

should also include ts
master plan or in \
deliberate policy t« p
industries in the ou g
council areas that w ot
only provide employm o
the teeming yout!

graduate from sec
and. tertiary instituti t
will also reduce the

such products th re
brought in from K a
Lagos and elsewhere

The Nigerian P IS
obviously ill equipp d
lest motivated to pro he
panacea for the men he
under world. he
government should therefore
employ more policemen. A

force 0f 250, 000 men policing
about 120 million people is
grossly inadequate. The
Nigerian police force also
needs to be provided with
more modem equipment
especially communication
gadgets to be able to grapple
with the sophistication and
guts of the present day armed
robbers.

The present democratic
dispensation therefore has
the obligation to ensure the
well being and securnity of
lives and property he
Federal Capital Territory
more <so when forcign
investors need a conduciv
environment to invest in
Nigeria.

Abuja, a realtors’de

hen it comes to
magnificent
buildings, Abuja,

the nation federal capital
territory, is a realtor’s delight
dream transformed into
| reality.
There is no mincing of

\Duja 1S

It 1s every
could have bee

5 better

that Lagos
t1s not It
managed

11S 1S NOL,

> JUL viidal CVE

-

blinking of the eyes .It would
be very difficult for this to
happen in any other major
city. Nevertheless some of
the eye popping buildings
donning the Abuja sky can
enter the list of the most
vorld

government

h itiful int!
cn hgi».

derstandable

resence 1s
because of it administrati
status

Therefor €S not
come as a st 1se that !
of  these vell-heeled

Authourity is an ordinary
rectangular building but the
former Abuja headquarters
(now ceded top the Ministry
of Defence) is a ship shaped
designer’s choice, but will win
the architect award any day.

As if drive home the
c, some of 111.- ministry

rastatal are not even

Abuja has too many great
buildings it is difficult to
choose which are not.
Nevertheless, some stand
out. They include the Twin
Towers serving the Nigerian
National Petroleum

ywwnorat
Orpol

adquaters.
(

Others

Games.

The most prominent
buildings are found in the
Central Business District
(CBD) where you have hi-rise
buildings. They are spread
out over major roads like the

the Nnamdi \ z1kwe

International Airp
study of what roads
be built.

If only on acc
being a former feder
Lagos would get so
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PUBLIC NOTICE

HALLMARK ASSURANCE PLC IS NOT A
SUBSIDIARY OF HALLMARK BANK

We hereby correct a general public misconception that HALLMARK
ASSURANCE PLC is an affiliate, offshoot, subsidiary, partner, or in any form of
joint venture with HALLMARK BANK PLC.

HALLMARK ASSURANCE PLC was established in 1981 to provide high quality
Insurance Underwriting to the Nigerian public and has been doing this
successfully for over twenty years.

Conversely, HALLMARK BANK was established ten years laterin 1991.

5| Although the bank was floated by HALLMARK ASSURANCE and her key
s shareholders, over the years, the shareholding structure of the bank changed significantly
' with a substantial divestment from the bank by our company and not in any way related
to HALLMARK BANK at the moment as NO director (executive er nen-

executive) of the dissolved board of HALLMARK BANK has any shareholding
in HALLMARK ASSURANCE PLC.

The inability of HALLMARK BANK PLC to survive the consolidation process in the
banking sector therefore has no effect whatsoever on HALLMARK ASSURANCE
PLC., which has, in the recent past, come under the control of a highly focused and
aggressive Board of Directors.

For us at HALLMARK ASSURANCE PLC, we identify completely with the
reform process in the entire financial services sector and have since commenced
the first phase of our consolidation with a Private Placement. The keen interest
being shown by the selected investors is a pointer that the company would
emerge as one of the mega players in the insurance industry even before the
curtain is drawn by February, 2007.
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UGO (DR.) OBl RALPH EKEZIE
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JIGAWA ANPP’S MANY LIESAGAINST GOVERNOR IBRAHIM SAMINU TURAKI

n the last few weeks, a lot of information ranging
from the ridiculous to the weird, has been bandied
bout regarding Governor Saminu Turaki’s

fmembership of the ANPP. It was very clear right from

the beginning that some members of the Jigawa ANPP
were talking from both sides of their mouth over the
membership of Saminu Turaki in the party.

The first drama started with a report in the Daily Trust

edition of January 17, 2006, titled: “ANPP Suspends

Governor Turaki”. The caucus leader of the party,

- Alhaji Hadi Ukashatu, was quoted in the report as saying

that Governor Turaki has decamped to the PDP and has
“duly registered himself with the PDP, with registration
number 148 at Unguwar Gabas ward in Kazaure local
The biggest lie of the

= century in this case was that the number 148 was the
‘membership registration number of “Lawan Lawan
Abba”. The membership register of the PDP which is

always available, has made nonsense of the Ukashatu’s

claim. It was in fact amazing how the caucus leadership

would openly lie over records that thousands of party

~ members have unfettered access to. So, where is proof

of the decampment process?

What was even more shocking was how these selected
caucus leaders of the ANPP would insist that even
commissioners in the Saminu Turaki government have
decamped as party executives in the PDP without any
proof. This white lie should be exposed for what it is

since the Jigawa PDP membership register proves

otherwise.

The other issue of concern over which these selected
ANPP caucus leaders missed the point was when they
claimed that the national chairman of the party has given
support to the governor’s alleged anti-party activities.
How on earth will a few members of the ANPP caucus
in Jigawa be more committed to the party’s progress

‘than the national chairman? It seems these few caucus

leaders are being more Catholic than the Pope.
Stories of Governor Saminu Turaki’s decamping to
the PDP have not aroused any interest because Nigerians
would expect such an announcement to come from the
PDP itself and not the ANPP. In fact, the PDP would

‘have organized a party to welcomc the most popular

reason why nobody would be interes

This is the reality and the
ed 1n the latest

ANPP governor into its fold.

round of empty propaganda by a few ANPP members

masquerading as caucus leaders. Perhaps the ﬁ!m*i;f'i
part of the so-called taucus leaders was when they f

a petition to the office of the national « ‘m.muz..
January 7, 2006, trying to pr

on

the governor to or,«dm, the National Executis
Committee (NEC), meeting of the party in Jigawa. The |
same imaginary d“*:-.inp:: nt story filled every space
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| Chairman of the party, Mallam Bako Muhamn
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otest the hosting rights of |
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of the five-page petition. It contained signatures ot‘
people whose names have not been reflected. They

were mere signatories tc a petition and were presented
as local government chairmen of the ANPP in the state
without even their abbreviated names.

Interestingly, one of the s*enatories on page three of
the petition, Alhaji Bala Ibrahii-. whos= name was made
number four on the list, was in ‘act «-at of the country
even before the petition was pieced tc» :‘her by the so-
called caucus leaders of the ANPP.

Not only that, about five of the signa:: ries were said
to have been unable to confirm the signa . ures attached
to their names after the petition had becn hurriedly
submitted by the so-called caucus leaders. For the first
time since 1999, a petition has been written by a political
party that does not even know the names of its 27 local
government chairmen.

Borrowing from the style of Adolf Hitler’s
Information/Propaganda Minister, Joseph Goebbels, the
so-called caucus leaders proceeded to plant an
advertorial in the Daily Trust edition of Wednesday,
January 18, 2006, singing the same song. Reason?
Gobbels said “a lie told a million times becomes the
truth”. Guided by this illusionary logic, these few ANPP
“leaders” went to newspaper houses with advertonals
they were sure were cheap lies meant to score cheap
political gains. In the advert, they claimed that a six-
man committee has been set up to probe and recommend
to the party whether or not further disciplinary action
should be taken against the governor. As if the so-
called caucus “decision” supercedes that of the national
secretariat.

Even more ridiculous was the claim that the governor
has “directed all members of his cabinet” to also decamp.
Is political party membership a matter of personal choice
or official instructions? This is impossible in a state
like Jigawa with its history of political radicalism. For
the so-called caucus leaders to imagine that they can
pull the wool over everybody’s eyes in this centurv is
self-delusory.

Fortunately for the people of Jigawa state, a sense
came out of the caucus leaders’ madness. The Deputy
d,
brought out the sensé¢ in the caucus leaders’ confusion
by enlightening the people not to be hoodwinked b
propaganda describing them as elements wi

| the constitutiona! powers to do what they were cla:

: t <-'v T 7L 2 P -
;{U have done.

the so-called caucus lead
it i!' *hi‘ m'lh UIsts Ih“»’ hd\

ly, we challenge
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ike a second look ¢
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Adamawa Gubernatorial aspirants oppose Zoning

s the 2007 elections
draws nearer, agita
" Ation by a section of

people in Adamawa State for
the adoption of zoning for-
mula in determining who be-
comes the next governor of
the state is generating frésh
controversy across the state
as most aspirants are not
favorably disposed to it.

The current agitation is
led by the pedple from the
central senatorial district who
claim right to a shot at the
highest political office in the
state having played second
fiddle to the Northern zone for
eight years.

However, the view was
rebuffed by the aspirants from
the southern senatorial dis-
trict who insisted that either
of the zones that has not ben-
efited was also qualified to

From Hamza Idris,
Correspondent (Yola)

gun for governorship.
Reacting on the zoning
controversy in an interview
with Journalists on Monday,
one of the aspirants, on the
platform of the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP),
Alhaji Mohammed Koiranga
Jada, said the only acceptable
arrangement was to make it
go to the zone that has not
enjoyed power yet.
Koiranga Jada said that
the North and Central zone
have had fair share of power,

explaining that the incumbent
governor, Boni Haruna, is
from the North while his
deputy, Bello Tukur, hails
from the central senatorial
zone, hence it was the South
that should agitate for its turn
in 2007.

Jada, who said he was
qualified to contest election
even if it was zoned to central
or south, argued that though
he was born in Jada, he has
been living in Jimeta, in the
central zone for the past 29
years.

“Zoning is not a problem
to me because I built my

house here since 1977 and I
gave birth to all my children
here. I am very qualified to
even contest election in cen-
tral zone”.

He however faulted the
claim that the Vice President
was representing the south-
ern zone, arguing that presi-
dential slot was a national af-
fair. “If people want to apply
zoning to the position of
president, it can only be said
to represent the north, if we
go down to zone, then we can
say he represents North-
East”

Recently, one of the aspir-

ants, Senator Jonathan
Zwingina, kicked against the

Idea of zoning, saying that.

even at the national level, the
PDP at its last convention
have outlawed zoning at the
national level, and wondered
why such is still applicable at
the state level.

He however revealed that

the southern senator

trict was the most depr
zone in the state in tern

appointments at the f
level.

Meanwhile, the «
zone which has ab
aspirants has insistec
is the turn of the zone |
duce governor.

Bauchi

investment coy

gets new MD

| From Tashikalmah Hallah,

i Correspondent (Bauchi)
he Bauchi State gov
ernment has appointed
Alhaji Abubakar Sule

Katagum as the new helms-

man for the Bauchi Invest-

ment and Property Develop-
ment Company Limited.

The appointment of
Katagum, a seasoned finan-
cial manager, was in response
to the unsound government
revenue generation base.

Before his appointment
the state revenue generation
base was said to be weak cul-
minating to an ultimatum is-
sued by the state governor,

Alhaji Ahmadu Adamu
Mu’azu urged all revenue col-
lectors to “block the leakages”
or face the wrath of the gov-
ernment, and the invitation of
the Nuhu Ribadu led Eco-
nomic and Financial Crimes
Commission [EFCC] to sani-
tise the board in June last year.

“Over the years, it is glar-

wing that the capacity of gov-

ernment revenue collection
machinery has been weak,
hence the very poor internally
generated revenue collection.
It’s our firm belief, that more
could be achieved if adequate
control measures are put in
place to ensure prudence and
accountability in the collec-
tion and remittance process.

“To ameliorate this prob-

| lem, government has ap-

| pointed consultants to work

hand in hand with the board
of Internal Revenue to reduce
leakages of revenue
generation...As is always the

| case, all Accounting officers

will be personally responsible
for any shortcoming in the
area of revenue generation
and remittance”.

Alhaji Katagum, a gradu-
ate of Accounting from the
Ahmadu Bello University
Zaria, was a director in the
company before his elevation
to the post of Managing Di-
rector which took effect early
this month.

i

The Sultan of Sokoto, His Emi

e, Alhaji Muh

du Maccido (R), the Head of Service of the Federation,

Alhaji Mahmud Yayale Ahmed, at the presentation of Report of the National Mosque Rehabilitation

Committee to President Olusegun Obasanjo at the State House...recently.

Pix: Joe Oroye

PDP may die a natural death-Birma

ormer minister of educa
Ftion during the late Gen

eral Sani Abacha re-
gime, Alhaji Dauda Birma, has
predicted that from the ongo-
ing internal squabbles be-
devil-ing the ruling Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP), the
party will soon die a natural
death or be completely swal-
lowed by the opposition All
Nigeria Peoples Party
(ANPP).

Alhaji Birma, who is a
member of the national cau-
cus of the ANPP and a close
friend of the party’s
flagbearer in the 2003 presi-
dential elections, General
Muhammadu Buhari, made
this assertion in Yola during
a chat with Daily Trust on the
emerging romance between
some key officers of the ANPP
and some elected members of
the PDP where he cited the
massive withdrawal of some
PDP members from the party,
pluralismof its leadership in
some states and the pur-
ported agitation for third term
as strong indicators for the
party’s imminent collapse.

Alhaji Dauda Birma, who
is also the Sarkin Gabas of
Adamawa, stated that the
ANPP is so far the visibly
strongest opposition party to
the PDP which according to
him is in the verge of total
collapse, a positive develop-
ment which he says “por-

tends the setting up of the
federal government by the
ANPP in 2007 if the same type
of rigging is not perfected
again”.

He said that the ANPP has
an open door policy of em-
bracing who so ever has the
progress of Nigeria at heart
which is why many people
from all nooks and crannies
are rushing to join it. “Most
of them (people) around us
are PDP members who have
no shelter to put their heads
on. Therefore, they are com-
ing over to ANPP and we are
doing something to accom-
modate them because ANPP
is a viable living party while
PDP is scrumbling”.

He however noted that it
is not all the people coming
to the ANPP that have the
party at heart. He said there
are certain elements that as-
sociate with the party with the
aim of destabilizing it. “The
PDP is infiltrating into the
ANPP and is making sure that
the party is not stabilized. We
know what they are doing. It
is not for us now to react, but
when the electioneering cam-
paign starts, we shall put our
house in order and we will
survive”.

The ANPP stakeholder,
who also shaded light on the
perceived lost of confidence
in certain quarters in the lead-
ership of Chief Don Etiebet,

maintained that as far as he is
concerned, he is satisfied with
the leadership style of the in-
cumbent chairman. “I abso-
lutely have confidence in him.
People may have some mis-
givings about him because we
are living in a dynamic situa-
tion. He is the leader of the
party and is ensuring that we
survive. If he behaves in a
particular pattern that ensures
our survival which did not go
well with some people, then
these are the qualities that
some people are calling to
question. I have absolute
conﬁdence in him *, he reaf-

(C’ttee to settle Bafarawa.
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deputy rift arrives Sokoto

Six-man fact finding
committee set up by
he National Secre-

tariat of the ANPP is in Sokoto
to find out the root cause of
the unending crisis between
Governor Attahiru Bafarawa
and his Deputy, Alhaji Aliyu
Magatakarda Wamakko.

The committee which is
headed by Admiral Larry
Amuso (rtd) was in Sokoto on
Monday to hear from both the
feuding camps, party leaders,
and concerned members of
the party.

Retired Admiral Amuso
said this was with the aim of
solving the problems that
have been rocking the politi-
cal atmosphere in the state for
sometime now.

He noted that members of
the committee were drawn
from across the country in
order to maintain neutrality in
their fact finding mission,
pointing out that their sole aim
was to bring peace to Sokoto
State.

He observed that as many
members of the ANPP were
ready to speak to them, the
committee members ‘are ever
willing to listen to as many as
they can’.

He stressed the impor-
tance of neutrality in the task,
adding that sense of equity
and justice was also essential
to carry out the job.

The leader of the commit-
tee urged all the ANPP
stakeholders in the state to be
just, fair and truthful in mak-
ing their presentation to the
committee.

He explained that solving
the imbroglio would be prem-
ised on what they would be
told and their report would
alsobe based on the conclu-
sion reached from what is pre-
sented to them. Retired Ad-
miral Amuso stated that the

committee would try
as possible to speal
some of the member
state House of Assem
all other stake- hol
ANPP in the state, ar
fore assured that just
prevail at the end of
Speaking earlier, 1
deputy governor,
Aliyu Magat
Wamakko, thanked
tional' headquarters
ANPP for its conce
timely intervention ir
going cold war.
Alhaji

it was his candid opin

the year 2007 ‘is pron
the party a better futurc

He therefore des
the intervention as
mony of their concer:
line with his belief t!

ANPP has a lot to achic

the years ahead.
While acknowle
that the party has pert
credibly well in the pr
elections, the deputy

nor expressed optimisn
God-willing 2007 is gon
be their year as he hope
ANPP is going to take
the leadership of this «

Members of the |
Amuso led committee arc
Adamawa State chairn
ANPP, Barrister Abdulr
Bobboi, Rivers State AN
Sir Clen

chairman,
Menebar, Dr. Francis

the deputy National S
tary of ANPP, the Nat
Welfare Secretary of AN
Hajiya Fatima Mohan

and an ANPP elder fron
state, Abdulaziz Lapai

P011t1c1an gives N250,000 for

| From Sadeeq Aliju

Magatak
Wamakko explained tha
the years they had a
boured to build the part

reconstruction of Yola market

Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) guberna
orial aspirant, Alhaji

Muhammadu Koiranga Jada,
has donated the sum of N250
000 (two hundred and fifty
thousand naira) to the victims
of the recent inferno which
gutted over 250 shops in
Fallujah Central Market in
Yola, Adamawa State .
Koiranga Jada handed
over the money to the affected
traders when he visited the
market on Saturday where he
commiserated with the victims
and was conducted round the
scene of the fire incident by
the officials of the Traders

From Hamza Idris,
Correspondent (Yola)

Association.

Alhaji Jada expressed
concern over the huge eco-
nomic loss suffered by the
victims, urging them to take it
in good faith.

“I deeply sympathize with
you over this fire outbreak
which consumed your prop-
erty and destabilized your ac-
tivities, and I will continue to
assist you in reviving your
legitimate businesses”, he
stated.

Receiving the donation,
the chairman of Gamzaki Trad-

ers Association, Mr. ¥
Teri, thanked Koirang
for his concern, call
politicians across the
try to imbibe the gestu

He described Koirang
a leading philanthropist

had never relented in
fort to touch the lives
common man.

“We appreciate

generosity and concer

our plight, we will ens

judicious utilization of

money in assisting t
fected traders, may t

mighty God reward you ab
, the chairman sa

dantly”
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Ha]] FG to recover

Daily Trust

- $3m from Trans Air

he Minister of state,
I Foreign Affairs, Alhaji
Abubakar Tanko, has
disclosed that the federal
government has started the
process of recovering over 3
million dollars collected by
Trans-Air as advance pay-
ment for airlifting pilgrims.

From Aisha Umar,
in Jeddah

Stating this in a press
briefing in Jeddah, Tanko said
that 7rans-Air will also have
to face penalty for not airlift-
ing pilgrims to Saudi Arabia
in breach of contract.

NEMA boss charges

states, LG on disaster mgt

| he Dlrector General,
I National Emergency
Management Agency
(NEMA), Alhaji S. S Makarfi,
has said that disaster man-
agement can be properly
- handled from the federal level,
if states and the local govern-
ments show commitment by
putting in place disaster man-
agement outfits within their
localities.
Alhaji Makarfi, in a paper
entitled: “Institutional and
Policy Framework for Disas-
ter Management in Nigeria”
he presented at the 1% Na-
tional Summit on Disaster
Management and Emergency
Preparedness organised by
the House of Representa-
i tives Committee on Emer-
. gency and Disaster Manage-
ment and the Presidency held
 at the Presidential Villa, Abuja.
According to the NEMA
' boss, states and local gov-
ernments need to provide
leadership and coordination
by being supportive in the
provision of information, fi-
nances, technical and mate-
i rial supports, stressing that,
“the state governments, be-
ing basically responsible for
protecting their citizens from
harm, ought to carry out pre-
paredness, mitigation, re-
sponse and recovery activi-
g
He said government has,
in the last five years spent
billions of naira for the provi-
sion of relief items to survi-
vors of various disasters, re-
turning distressed Nigerians
from foreign countries as well
as on the procurement of
equipments.
Alhaji Makarfi maintained
that NEMA became a full-
 fledged agency in 1999 within

By Sunday Benjamin,
Senior Reporter.

communities in Nigeria to
damage, injury and loss of life
and property resulting from
natural and man-made disas-
ters, and assisting in the an-
ticipation, recognition, ap-
praisal, prevention and miti-
gation of disasters that may
be caused or aggravated by
in-adequate planning for, and
regulation of public and pri-
vate facilities and land use as
some of the objectives of the
national disaster response
plan.

“I do believe that the
document will mark a mile-
stone in the nation’s effort
towards responding to disas-
ter in a coordinated approach
by all federal agencies and
departments as well as non
governmental organi-
sations”, he stressed. The
underlying philosophy, he
said is to ensure promptness
to disaster situations, maximi-

zation of efforts and re- |
sources thereby reducing |
waste, duplications and en- |
suring effective life saving

activities.

The minister also said that
Trans-Air will not be allowed
to participate in future hajj
operations.

However, he said, hajj |

fares for this year’s hajj was
low and suggested an in-
crease to enable the authori-

ties offer better services, and |
to avoid the suffering experi- |

enced by intending pilgrims.
Tanko also said that a hajj

. commission should hence-
. forth manage pilgrims’ affairs
to enable government hands |
off the responsibility forth- |

with.

He further expressed con-
cern over the attitude of some
Nigerian women who came
for Umrah and thereafter hide
behind mountains until hajj,
and described the attitude as
an insult to Nigeria.

The minister said the
women need to be enlight-

. ened to stop living under the *

bridges and engaging in |
nasty acts which he said |
Saudi authority frowned at.
He explained that just be-
fore hajj Saudi Arabia minis-

ter on hajj called on the Nige- |

rian government to evacuate
about 27,000 Nigerians who
have over stayed in Saudi
Arabia.

Tanko apologized to Nige-
rians who paid their money,
but could not make it to hajj,
and promised that they will be
treated specially next year,
adding that increase in fares

next year would not affect |

them.

on February 1, 2006.

br Magnus L. Kpakol addréss;'ng the traditional 7ru71er70f apekpé, His Roﬁ Htéhnesc

Peter 0s1gbemeh the On wueweko 0f Okpekpe clan during his tour of Edo North... recently.

Attah commissions N120m
projects in Akwa Ibom

ot less than N120 mil-
lion worth of projects
were inaugurated in

various communities of Uyo
and Mkpat Enin local govern-
ment areas of Akwa Ibom
State yesterday.

The projects which were
embarked upon by the state’s
Inter-Ministerial Direct

i Labour Committee form part

He expressed hope that |
the airlift of pilgrims on the |
return leg will be completed
i state governor.

of the 134 projects built to be
commissioned from January
to March this year by the

| the presidency as a func- |
tional, interventionist, pro- |

‘active and autonomous | _. L
Ee ye orae 0. pick-up vans are costed with

‘agency to coordinate the
- management of disasters in its
entire ramifications in the

country.

Makarfi boosts water
supply with $41m vehicles

he Kaduna State gov-

I ernment has taken de-
livery of 41 vehicles

and 100 motorcycles, as part
of $40.96 million boost to the
supply of quality water to the
people in all parts of the state.
The vehicles which in-
clude six water tankers, one
articulated truck (trailer), a
Toyota Coaster bus and 32

the 100 motorcycles at

| N225,407,800.

While explaining the ra- |
tionales behind the setting up |
of the agency by the govern- |
ment, the NEMA D-G who |

said the agency essentially

coordinates disaster re- |

sponse plan, which he noted

~National Disaster Response |

_ 4ter response coordination
iand response document.

R .outlmcs the
% 1 ou31b111tles of i
§ resource orgamsatlons with
; available facilities, equipment

~ ‘and personricl. He further
- _identified the reduction ofthe

Governor Ahmed
Mohammed Makarfi, who
commissioned the vehicles

yesterday at the Malali Wa- |

ter Works, Kaduna, said the

vehicles are for the mainte- !

nance of water treatment fa-

S ( : | cilities, routine water quality
\is ‘clearly enshrined in the |

sampling, detection of leak- .

| ages and repair of distribution

. Plan (NDRP), Niggria’s disas- network, as well as data col-

lection.

jAlhgji Makarfi said the |
les and |
ntified

“Kaduna State govern-

ment secured a credit facility

of $40.96. million from the
World Bank in:September,
2004 for the implementation of
the National Urban Water

Sector Reform: PIOJeu in &
.~ that “motivationis a ventable

1’ 3vulnerabxllty of people’and

From AbdulRaheem Aodu, |
- Correspondent (Kaduna)

Kaduna, Zaria, Kafanchan,
Zonkwa, Saminaka and
Kagoro. World Bank pro-
vided $34.86 million through
the International Develop-
ment Association, while the
state government provided
$6 million counterpart fund-
ing.

“The project was aimed at
1mprov1ng level of serv1cc

FG plans new service scheme for LG staff

rale of workers at the local

government level, the fed-
eral government has moved
to initiate a new scheme of
service for employees.

To this end, a 10-man
committee has been set up to
review the existing condition
of service for local govern-
ment employees.

The Minister of Intergov-
ernmental Affairs, Youth De-
velopment and Special Du-
ties, Col.. Musa Mohammed

In its bid to improve mo-

* (rtd), while inaugurating the

committee yesterday, said

delivery through restoration
of water treatment facilities to
their original state and im-
proving the financial viability
of the water board.

He said the project was
expected to achieve improve-
ments in the level of produc-
tion of quantity and quality
as well as revenue generation
through components like re-
habilitation, procurement of
equipments consultancy ser-
vices and capacity building.

" From Edet Ekanem,
Correspondent (Uyo)

Speaking at the commis-
sioning of the projects at
Ediene Ikot Obio Imo and
Obio Etoi, both in Uyo, the
state governor, Arc. (Obong)
Victor Attah, said the state
government had last year
commissioned 93 of similar
projects executed by the com-
mittee at various communities
in the state, adding that the
gesture was to fulfill policy
thrust of his administration
aimed at bringing about
socio-economic transforma-
tion of the state.

Obong Attah hinted that
before March 31, 2006 76 elec-
tricity 16 mini-water and 42
sundry projects totaling 134
projects will be commis-
sioned, explaining that late in
the year 2004 he approved a
total of 812 projects for the
330 wards in the state and felt
satisfied that the indigenous
contractors performed well
within the time limits on 632
projects, but urged others
who are at various stages of
completion to put in more ef-
forts or have the contracts
revoked.

The governor, who prom-
ised to provide funds to the

way of getting the best out of
workers of an organization
and since the scheme pro-
vides a credible career struc-
ture for local government em-
ployees comparable with
what obtains in the civil ser-
vice of the federation at both
the state and federal levels, I
believe we are on the right
path in getting the best out
of our LG staff.”

The review, according to
the minister, should “provide
the avenue to correct the er-
rors and omissions observed

in the old scheme of service -

so that the new.one will glve

the local government em- |

ployees a document they will
all be proud of.” The commit-
tee has one month within
which to submit its report.
Responding, the chair-
man of the committee, Mr. Jo-
seph A. Alabi, pledged to
complete its assignment and
produce a comprehensive re-
port that will recognize vari-
ous observations at the local
government areas to be vis-
ited" even though a recent

workshop hdad made recom- | : : :
' laboratories will be commis-

sioned in the next phase.

mendations in that regard.

committee for prompt pay-
ments to contractors, urged
benefiting communities not to
see the facilities as govern-
ment-owned, but to liaise with
the police and vigilante
groups to protect the facili-
ties from theft and
vandalisation.

While appealing to the
people of the state for harmo-
nious and peaceful co-exist-
ence for more development
projects, he also assured
communities which have not
benefited from the projects
during the previous and
present phases of the
programmes to remain calm as
the government is doing ev-
erything possible to take care
of their needs during the next
phase of the exercise.

Project commissioned by
the government on his first
day include electrification
project at Ikot Ebo, Nung
Asang Ikono, Obio Etoi, D-
Line Ewet Housing Estate,
Atan Ofot, Osongama Estate

Others are mini water
project at Ediene Ikot Obio
Imo and sundry projects at
Jubilee Primary School Aka
Offot and Four towns sec-
ondary School, all in Uyo lo-
cal government area and simi-
lar projects in Mkpat Enin

© LGA’s.

In his remarks at the oc-
casion, the Commissioner for
Finance who is also the chair-
man, Inter-Ministerial Direct
Labour Coordinating Commit-
tee, Mr. Umana Okon Umana,
thanked the governor for his

. interest in the projects

through regular release of
fund for the completion of
projects.

He said although the
committee has completed
other projects such as 42,000
dual desks to primary schools
in the state and renovation/
rehabilitation of 182 class-
rooms blocks, hospitals
wards, doctors’ quarters and
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Kastina moves to |
- check unwanted |

T
{
l
E
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pregnancy

n a move to check the

reported rampant cases
M of abandoned children
| within the town of Funtua
local government area of
Katsina State, the local
government has so far
recorded twenty three
pregnant women out of
wedlock.

The local government
council will according to
report sponsor DNA test in
the state hospital.

_ Firstbatch
of Kwara
pilgrims

arrive llorin

he first batch of
pilgrims from Ilorin
zone arrived the Ilorin
~International Airport
yesterday aboard Kabo
Airline from Jeddah.

The Boeing 747 aircraft
marked Dr. M. A. Dankabo

Ilorin International Airport at

of Ondo State Pilgrims
Welfare Board, Alhaji Idris
Balogun and Alhaji Ibrahim
Oniye, an official of Kwara
State Pilgrims Board
described their trip as
successful.

Alhaji Ibrahim Oniye also
{commended
{ Bukola Saraki for his effort in

‘ensuring that the trip was |

i successful to and fro Saudi
Arabia, adding that about 268
| pilgrims from the state arrived

aboard the Kabo Airline, 1

| yesterday.
{ However, the arrival and

‘,check in of the pilgrims was |
“j not properly coordinated by |
' SAHCO Sky Power Handling |
| Company Limited charged o

{with that responsibility as
| there were no adequate buses
to convey the pilgrims who
' looked exhausted from the
tarmac to the processing
centre.

Similarly, other agencies
| involved in the handling of

consciously missing except

|disembarking from
| aircraft.

T TR s < i R e G S

Jarman Kano arrived the |

about 11.40am with 478 |
pilgrims from Kwara, Ondo
«and Ekiti States. |

Speaking with Daily Trust |
on arrival, both the chairman |

! women roaming the streets

Governor |

' the arrival of pilgrims were |

| the airport manager, Alhaji |
| Garba Ringim, who was on :
‘hand to ensure orderly |
conduct of the pilgrims while |
the

From Lawal Ibrahim,

Correspondent, Katsina

The SUpervisory |
councilor of Funtua local
government on educational
and social services |
department, Alhaji Shehu |
Lado Maikaka, who was
quoted in the state radio
over the weekend, said the
council was forced to
undertake the measure due
to recent cases of
abandoned children within |
the area. 2 ?

He said, both the |
suspects and their parents |
would be taken for the DNA
test in order to avoid mistake
and unnecessary
suspicions, while the
confirmed person must be
asked to pay a monthly
feeding allowance of at least
N1,500 to the baby’s family.
Aside from other
disciplinary measure that
would be taken against them.

He then urged parents in
the area to ensure proper |
good upbringing of their |
children by checking the
type of friends they go out
with.

In a related development,
the council has directed for
the census of all madmen and

of Funtua with a view to
evacuating them.

Alhaji Shehu Lado
Maikaka who supervised the
local government education
and social services
department, said it was the
chairman who directed all
councilors to bring reports
of lunatics in their respective
wards for the council to
sponsor their possible

treatment in either Katsina or
Kano Psychiatric Hospitals.

Efforts by Daily Trust to
secure further comment from |
the local chairman on phone |

| citizens that

|

From left are Dr. Hakeem Baba Ahmed, the Perm. Sec., Ministry of works, Hon. Chuma Nzeribe, Chairman Committee on Disaster

Management and Emergency, Hon. Tunde Salau, Chairman Organising Committee and the Director General of NEMA, Alhaji
Salihu Shuaibu Makarfi during the two-day National Summit on Disaster Management organised by the Presidency in conjuction

with House of Representatives Committee on Disaster Management held at the State House, Abuja...yesterday.

Pix: Joe O Ve

Rivers govt vows to protect lives
of foreigners '

e governor of Rivers
State, Dr. Peter Odili,
has assured British
the state
government would continue
to ensure their safety in the
state, even as he has called
for the establishment of a
consular office in Port
Harcourt to make it easier for
people of the state traveling
to get visas to United
Kingdom.

The governor, who was
speaking when the British
Deputy High Commissioner,
Mr. Peter Watertvorth, called
on him in Port Hardourt, said
he was saddened by the
development in Bayelsa
where some foreigners had
been captured, saying that he
would collaborate with his
colleagues in other states to
resolve the problems and
ensure the safety of lives and

. Okpani, Bureau Chief (Port |
i Harcourt)
property in the Niger Delta.
The governor promised to
intervene to ensure the
safety and early release of the
men.

“We would continue to
do our best in ensuring that
the environment is cordial,
healthy, friendly and
hospitable and your citizens
have comfort while living and

working here,” he said, and

thanked the British
government for what he
called a rare hospitality
extended to them when they
visited Britain last year.

He called on the consular
general to consider the issue

of a British consular office in |

Port Harcourt to facilitate the
process of securing visa by

people from the area

especially sick people seeking
medical attention in the UK.

He cited two incidents in
the past where visas were
denied sick people, despite
the fact that hospitals for
their treatment had been
secured in the United
Kingdom.

Earlier, the British envoy
had described Rivers State as
a very important state to both
Nigeria and Britain as most of
its nationals were working in
the state for both the interest
of the nation and the UK. He
said the British people
working in the area needed

the protection
government in the s
enable them have a d
working stay in the c«

The visit we gathered is
not unconnected wi
recent spate of attacks on
British  interest ind

kidnapping of some of its
nationals in parts of the Niger
Delta. The kidnappers are
now asking for the release of
the former governor of
Bayelsa State, Chief Diepreve
Alameyeseigha and Alhaj
Asari Dokubo and a
substantial ransom before
they are released.

proved abortive.

A cross section of participants during the National

(

&

Summit on Disaster Management and Emergency |

Preparedness organised by the Presidency in conjuction with House of Representatives Committee on |
Disaster Management held at the State House, Abuja...yesterday.

« 43 Plx Joe Oroye. |

Kwara to assist trainee
student farmers

bout 100 youths

undergoing training

at the Malete Youth
Integrated  Agriculture
Training Farm in Moro local
government of Kwara State,
are to be provided loans to
embark on commercial
farming after completion of
their training.

Conducting journalists
round the training farm
yesterday, the farm manager,
Mr. Collins Spain, said the

| youths comprising 13 females
| and 87 males would be

trained in modern farm
management for 12 months in
cassava, maize yam, poultry
and fish production.

He said the ultimate aim

| was to make the youths
| commercial farmers and self
| employed citizens who would
| make fortunes in agriculture
| having acquired modem farm
| techniques involving land

preparation, crop planting,
planning and farm
managemeit. ”

Lol <~ . 2 4.

From Abdulrazaq Adebaye
Correspondent (1

According to Spair
percent of the students are
Diploma, Higher National
Diploma and Uni
graduates, while 1 est
comprise school certificate or
primary certificate holders

Also speaking during the

visit, the special assistant on
youth empowerment,
Barrister Muyideen ba,
disclosed that the training
farm was fully equipped with
required agricultural inputs to
enhance the training scheme,
while recreation facilities put
in place would complement
the students tr: 12
programme.

Already, the Malete
Community has donated
1000 hectares of land for

expansion programme o! the
training scheme out of which
250 hectares have been
cleared for the next planung |
season on the farm.

1
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Kanu
reconciled to
substitute role

igeria striker Nwa-
nkwo Kanu is recon
ciled to a substitute’s

rule at the African Nations
Cup after fracturing his chee-
kbone.

Kanu, who came on in the
second half of Nigeria’s open-
ing Group D 1-0 win over Gh-
ana, needed surgery after be-
ing injured playing for West
Bromwich Albion against
Reading on Jan. 7.

“I have to wait up to three
or four weeks before I can re-
ally start to play,” Kanu told
reporters after training on
Tuesday.

“It doesn’t mean I can’t
play football but I have to be
cautious and careful.”

Asked if it was a gamble
to have played against Gha-
na, he said: “It was, but right
now I’m okay. I train every ti-
me so I feel good.

“If we’re winning 2-0 or
3-0 there’s no point me com-

ing on. But if it’s difficult, of

course you have to come on.”

Kanu is optimistic about |

Nigeria’s chances in Egypt,
desplte the team unexpect- |
edly failing to qualify for the
World Cup in Germany.

“We are equal to the task,
we are one of the strongest
teams in this competition,” he
said. “The first game is always
difficult but at least we got
the three points and we have
to build on that.”

As for their prospects in |

2006 after reaching the Na-

tions Cup semi-finals in 2004,

Kanu said: “The spirit is high, |

everyone wants to play and I |
. bﬁalleve we can do better than
: that.

Okocha not sure for Zimbabwe

he team coordinator of
the Super Eagles here
at the Africa Nations
Cup, Sumonu Bello Osagie,
has said that it is not yet cer-
tain if Austin Jay Jay Okocha
will be available for Nigeria’s
next match against Zimbabwe.
Eagles captain, Okocha,
missed the Group D opener
against Ghana on Monday
because of a thigh injury,
which officials say is not se-
rious.

The Eagles take on Zim-

babwe on Friday in their next
match and Bello Osagie said,
Tuesday, on Okocha’s state:
“Okocha is fast responding
to treatment, though I cannot
say if he will be available for
the Zimbabwe match or not.

“What I can say, how-
ever, is that he is working
hard to regain his fitness
quickly.

“He goes to the gym ev-
eryday and he is desperate to
get into action.

“But let me assure Nigeri-

ans that we’ll not rush any-
thing. [ think it’s too early to
make any pronouncement on
Jay Jay’s chances against
Zimbabwe.”

Bello-Osagie would go on
to describe the Super Eagles
players here in Port Said as
thoroughbred professionals

This commendation is’
in the wake of

coming
Nigeria’s victory over Ghana
on Monday.

“I’m happy to inform Ni-

gerians at home that the Su-

Okocha missed the G rroup D opener against Ghana. It is not yet certain if he will be available

! | against Zimbabwe.

‘Yekini salutes E

igeria’s legendary
striker, Rashidi
Yekini has saluted
the Super Eagles for their gal-
lant display which carn them
| three points in their group D

. “We want to prove a lot |
-of people wrong. The World |

{Cup was a disappointment
but we have to move on. This
is a big tournament.

“Whether you’re going to |

rominent soccer pun
dits have continued to

the World Cup or not, every- |

‘one wants to win it.”

Nigeria got off to a wor- |

rying start in Egypt when

' midfielder Paul Obiefule col- |

lapsed during a training ses-
sion last week. On the bench
on Monday against Ghana,
he trained on Tuesday.

“It was a shock,” said Ka-
‘nu, who needed heart sur-
gery soon after joining Inter

Milan in 1996 for a life-threat- |

ening condition.

“Nobody could believe it
because he was okay and
suddenly it happened. It’s not
only heart problems that cau-
se people to fall on the field
though.”

Kanu has set up his own
foundation to pay for heart
operations for A frican young-
sters. :

“1 think 1t’s’the biggest
achievement I’ve made in my
life - to save lives,” he said.

l react to the Super
Eagles Nations Cup victory

| Taye Taiwo’s superb free kick.
Former Green Eagles skip-
per, Chief Segun Odegbami
described the Eagles perfor-
mance as superb, saying it’s
{ one of the best matches in the
. championship so far. “It’s a
| fantastic performance, there’s
still room for improvement, a
few areas to tighten up, but
I’m very impressed.”
Mathematical Segun
Odegbami who has a place in
history as a member of
Green Eagles squad that won
the Nations Cup for Nigeria

| against the Black Stars of
Ghana Monday courtesy of

{ the

match against their crack ri-
vals, the Black Stars of Ghana.

Yekini who lead Nigeria to
the Cup of Nations final in
1994 in Tunisia, said from his
base in Ibadan, “Sincerely

degba

for the first time in 1980 did
not see the Senegalese as a
particularly brilliant team,
noting that their performance
against Zimbabwe is an indi-
cation that they will have it
tough against the Super
Eagles.

He told brilafm.net “the
Senegalese played fairly well,
not brilliantly at all, the Zim-

speaking I am happy with the
victory, for it is not easy play-
ing against a team like Ghana.
For that our boys deserve
acknowledgment.”

The man that holds

mi too

babweans are extremely weak,
but the Eagles are playing at
a terrific pace, I believe the
team will get better with ev-
ery match.”

Odegbami while acknowl-
edging that there is still room
for improvement is confident
that this Super Eagles squad
can win the third Nations Cup
trophy for Nigeria.

Libya 1, Cote d’Ivoire 2
Morocco 0, Egypt 0

RESULTS

Today's fixtures

_ {émgolam Congo 4. 13 pu; - ca

Cameroon vs Tooo 200 pm

per Eagles have so far be-
haved themselves here in Port
Said.

“The boys were in high
spirit after their victory over
Ghana, but they did not allow
that to get into their heads.

“They keep indoors when
they don’t have anything do-
ng and even as I’m talking to
you this morning (Tuesday,
Jan. 24), they are all in their
rooms.

“The bevs are highly fo-
cused and tk> concentration
here has been ronderful.

“I can only praise their pro-
fessionalism and sense of pa-

triotism. They have
ported themselves s
like thoroughbred p
sionals that they are.’
Bello’s commendat
a clear contrast to the
tion in the Eagles car
this same stage of the ¢
pionship two years a
Tunisia when three pl:
Yakubu Aiyegbeni, \
Agali and Celestine !
yaro, were expelled
camp for breach of car
les, less than 24 hours
Nigeria’s 1-0 loss to th
las Lions of Morocco i1
ir first game of Tunisia

Drogba leads
Cote d’lvoire
to second win

n early goal from Didier
Drogba led-Elephants
of Cote d’Ivoire to
their second successive win at
the African Nations Cup finals
on Tuesday, a 2-1 triumph over
Group A opponents Libya.
The World Cup finalists,
who beat Morocco 1-0 on Sat-
urday thanks to a Drogba pen-
alty, are now on the cusp of
the quarter-finals while Libya
have been effectively elimi-
nated.
Chelsea striker Drogba put

agles

Nigeria’s individual highest
goal-scoring record in the Cup
of Nations with 13 goals how-

ever advised the team to en- |
deavour to play “as one fam- |

ily as the competition
progresses.”

ship.”

Yekini also described the |

Ghanaians, “As a very hard
nut to crack and it will require
a very talented side like Nige-
ria to beat a team like the Black
Stars. It was not an easy game”

He urged the Eagles not to
allow the victory to becloud
their approaches in the re-
maining games.

According to the former
African Footballer of the Year,
“They should realize that they
still have a long road to go and
the coaches still have a lot of
work to do, especially on the
team’s defence.But on the
whole, T wish them the best in
Egypt.”

the Ivorians one up aft
mistake by Libya goalkeey
Muftah Ghzalla in the
minute.

Ghzalla appeared to |
smothered a shot by Ar
Kone but allowed the b:
slip from his grasp, allo
Kone to set up Drogb
an easy goal from c
range.

The Ivorians squ
dered two good chance
add to their tally when K
and Drogba went wide 1
close-range headers.

Libya, hammered 3-
hosts Egypt in the opei
game of the tournamen
Friday, grew in confidc
after several swift pas
moves and equalised
minutes before halfl
through Abdelsalam K
mis.

Italian-based wing
Jihad Muntaser pulle
cross back into the patl
the tall Khamis, who ti

In the words of the legend- | s i peiectly 70 he

ary striker, “If they can play
together as one, they will en- |
joy themselves and the game. |
And this too will make them |

o very far in the champion- |
R E . storing the Elephants” lea

home.

It was Libya’s first go
at the finals since their ser
final appearance 24 years
ago.

Drogba went close to r«

when he swivelled to h
snap shot narrowly wide
the 50th minute.

Libya nearly went 2-
front 14 minutes la
through Nader Kara.

Kara, back after suspei
sion, missed the target w
only keeper Jean-Jacq:
Tizie to beat following a
interchange of passes.

But the Ivorians clii
hed victory when Ghza
flapped at a high bal
Gneri Yaya Toure headed
from under the crossbar

Cote d’Ivoire’s progi
into- the last eight and 1
ya’s fate in the compet
is likely to be determined
the resuit of the Egypt-!
rocco game.
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2006 AFRICAN CUP OF NATIONS POSERS
Football pundits attempt answering some tough posers on the 25th African Cup of Nations

amesof  Which country| Whichplayer ~ Who willbe the Which team will Which player will Which team willbe How far will
respondent . will win the will emerge ~ revelation of the be the biggest  be the highest the dark horse?  Nigeria go?
’ Cup? . top scorer? } tournament? of flop? j scorer?

Shargee Orkula Cameroun Samuel Eto’o . John Mikel Togo El-Hadji Diouf Guinea Semi-fina

(Daily Independent)
b‘}icgé Opara' : ~ Cameroun Samuel Eto’o Too ear}j%_to_ say fogo Toq_eafiy to say DR Congo ,Se;ﬁi-ﬁn.x.
B ‘ . - . - _ .

FldehsEbu 5 Can’tsaynow| SamuelEto’s | - _SoizthAfﬁca Didier Drogba k — . Final

Richard Jideaka | Can’tsaynow| Sarauel Eto'o

Toocarlytosay | Togp ~ Chamackh DR Congo Final

- f:"iSamué;l'Eﬁ}’o‘: . TayeTaiwo |

BN

- DR. Congo

Sheyi Adebayor

DosSantos  Guinea

’:,’:.Sarﬁuél Eto’ o

TayeTawo |

.
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STILE SELLING

GARKI II ULTRA MODERN MARKET

| NO  sHOPTYP UNITS PRICE N P

A - Type (Lock-ups) 156 16m?2 2,300,400:00

2 | B&C (Lock-ups) 1648 9m2 1,519.950:00

3 Duplex Shops 31 98m2 12,760,350:00

4 Warchouscs 24 36m2 4,403.425:00
5

Clinic Facility (Purpose Built) | 1 210m2 24.882,500:00

Banking Facility 2 570m?2 60,712,250:00

6
7 Open Stall 496 4m2 756,800:00

3 ‘ 8 Restaurancs with servery 8 170m2 20,172,000:00

I 9. | Cold Rooms 40 15m2 2,158,500:00

10 | Meat Shops 64 tables/Chairs | 4m2 591,250:00

11 Chicken Shops 108 cages/Chairs | 4m2 354,750:00

| 12. | Luxury Shops 62 44m2 6,972,000:00

LOCATION: Garki II, Abuja. APPLICATION: Application brochurc/forms arc available at the following designated
EEA:FL’RJ;L\:F_RQSTRUCTURl;:'. Fire Servicc Station, Police Station, Public Conveniences, point for the sum of N5,000, Urban Shelter Limited offices in Abuja and Lagos, Project Site

Mosque, Refuse Dump, Beautiful Environment, Water, Electricity, Ample Parking Space, in Garki II Abuja, First Bank of Nigeria Plc, branches Nationwide Or any Sales
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It’s ¢
game at
- atime
- Eguavoen

ustin Eguavoen has
said that it was crucial
t the Eagles won their

opening Group D match against |

rivals Ghana here in Port Said
but they will continue take each
game as it comes.

“It was most important that
we won this game but at the
same time, we will not be taki
anything for granted and will
instead take each game asa cup
final,” Eguavoen said.

“There is still a ot of work to

b;: done on the team but this |

i
|
i
|

r

on Oruma, who
cmermd best pla-
yer after Monday’s

Africe Nations Cup en-

| counter between the Super

Eagles and Ghana Black
Stars, said that he was not

| under any pressure to
| perform because Augustine
| Jay Jay Okocha was absent
{ from the game.

It is believed that the

| former Golden Eaglets
| captain only made the
| Eagles line up against
| Ghana because of the

victory will certainly make the job |
a lot easier. It has taken some |

pressure off us. But we will not
relax because our objective
 remains to win this competition.”

The Eagles campaign will be |

 further boosted by the availa-
 bility of Rennes forward John
' Utaka who has served out his
i suspension from the red card
 he received against Algeria in
| “Utakaisakey member of my
' team and he has been doing well
| in training. We are only too hap-
| py tohave him back,” said Egua- |
i voen.

|

|

The Eagles coach also war- |

' nedthat Zimbabvwe whom Nigeria |

t

beat home and away during the |

qualifying tournament willbeno |

pushovers on Friday.
“We may have defeated them

both at home and away but we |
all saw what they did -against |

Senegal but for a few mistakes
 they could have got a result for
themselves.

This is a different team from

the one we played against in |

| Abuja and this time they have

- everything to play for as against |

:when we beat them 5-1 in
. Abuja,” he explained.

. Meanwhile, Eguavoen des-
 cribed the game against Ghana

was a difficult one, though |

Nigeria was able to triumph at |
the end.
He said: “The game against |

Ghana was a very difficult one. |
When Nigeria play against |

Ghana, it’s always a tough tie.
“We have three reasons to
be happy with this result: We
- won the game, which was very

- player of the match and we won

see our fans everywhere.”
Wilson Oruma won MTN
Best Player award, while
Ghana’s captain, Stephen
Appiah, was chosen for the LG
Fair Play award of the match.
Appiah said: “Pmivery happy
with the way we plaved We io
ntration fowards the ene

o Cr-ared
INigena SCOrea

cone

Id be painful to ioss

is way but that’s football ’

The 43 year old, who claims to

injury-enforced absence of
captain Okocha.

Oruma said of Okocha’ 's
absence.

“Jay Jay remains our
captain and it would have
been nice to have him
around on the pitch, but he
was very supportive even
as he was on the bench and
I didn’t feel any pressure.

“He urged us before the
game to be ourselves and go
out there to do the country
proud.”

After carting away the
award for best player,
instituted by sponsors,
MTN, at the end of Super
Eagles 1-0 win over Ghana
Monday evening,
Olympique Marseille of
France ace, Wilson Oruma,
was full of praises to
almighty God.

He said: “First of all, I
have to thank God for
making this possible.

Glory be to God in the
highest.

“Also, I thank my team-
mates. It was a team effort
and I want to thank them
very much for all their
support.

“I also want to dedicate this
award to all our coaches:
Austin Eguavoen, Daniel
Amokachi and Samson Siasia.

“They’re making us work
hard to make us fit and
become a great team in this
tournament.

“Today (Monday) we’re
able to prove ourselves.
Ghana were too defensive

Egyptian fan tips
Eagles for Cup

hough Egypt won its
I opening game at the on-
going Nations Cup on
home soil, convincingly bea-
ting Libya 3-0, many Egyptians
are still skeptical of their team
winning the competition.
In fact Nigeriansportson-
line.com can report that some
Egyptian fans, like Mahmoud

Sadek, are already conceding the |
trophy to the Super Eagles of |

Nigeria.

Mahmoud Sadek, 43, whosays
he is an Engineer and resides in |
the Poit City of Alexandria in |
Egypt, told nigeriansports- |
online.com inachat that the Super |
Eagles of Nigeriaare the strongest |
side in the competitionand are sure

towinit.
“You (Nigeria) will win the

Nations Cup,” Sadek said in |
response to a query on who he |

thinks would win the Nations Cup.

“We, Egyptians, know your
team (Eagles) so well and we
believe they are the strongest side
mthe ion.

| “Idon’tseeus(Egypt)winning |
| it because we have a very |
inexperienced side with little |

known stars like Mido.
“But you Nigerians have
| (Obafemi) Martms (John) Utaka

| and Jay Jay (Okocha). I don’tsee |

any side in this competition that
can sfop you (Nigeria) from
winning it,” Sadek said

| run a big engineering ouifit in
| Alexandria, went on to reveal that
important, Oruma won the best

| and heand other fans were already
the best support as you could |

he is a big fan of the Super Eagles

| mobilising to go and watch the
Fagles play their remiining group

| matches in another Egyptian port

city, Port Said.

“I'm a true fan of your team
(Eagles) and always love the way
theyplay. Likel said cartier, weknow

so rmuch aboivowr sideand there

are $O0 1 f sur national
ih

arc alreacv 1 'hii"“;.l‘c"

SCIVES 10 2O W them play

in Port Said. The ons Cup 1

going on fine, but lefi tome it’s a
foregone conclusion, you (Nigeria)

will win it,”” Mahmoud Sadek told

nigeriansportsonline.com.

The Super Eagles next take on
the Warriors of Zimbabwe in their
second group game on Friday, after
beating the Black Stars of Ghana

competition on Monday.

i yet,’

and they tried to frustrate
us. We always knew it
would only take a goal to
break them down and open
the game up.

“Taye made the difference
for us by scoring that goal
and we can only continue
from there. It’s all about
team work.

“Today, it was Taye,
tomorrow it could be me or
Kanu or Aghahowa or
someone else.

“The next game is very
important also. We’ll work
with our coaches to fashion
out another three points
from there.

“This is‘the Nations Cup
and you cannot underrate
anybody.

“We saw what happened
during the World Cup
qualifiers, so you can’t write
off any team. We just have
to focus on our games and
take our opponents
seriously.”

Oruma believes the Eagles
beat Ghana because they

: were hungrier.

“I think-the team that

. wanted the match most won

the day. We were very
positive throughout the
match and we deserved to
win.”

Despite the impressive
victory on Monday, Oruma
is cautious of Nigeria’s
chances at Egypt 2006.

“Well, we’re not there
* the former Insurance
of Benin midfielder said,
“but the most important
thing is to take the matches

1-0 in their opening game of the | one by one.

“Now we have Zunbabwe

AFTERMATH OF NIGERIA/GHANA CRACKER

ma: No, I’'m not under

as our next match and that
should be our focus.
“We know every team is

pressure

waiting for Nigeria but -
also ready. We’ll tal
games match by matc!

Oruma emerged best player afterAMonday’s clash u:'a_l'f:

Ghana

Ghanaian press bow to Eagles

he general consensus
of Ghanaian journalists
here in Port Said after

Nigeria’s 1-0 defeat of the
Black Stars on Monday is that
the better team won-on the

Kuffour: We

disobeyed our coach

hana Black Star’s
defensive Trojan,
Samuel Osei Kuffour,

has attributed his team’s 0-1
loss to the Super Eagles in
Monday’s Africa Nations
Cup tie to their failure to play
to instructions.

The former UEFA
Champions League winner
with Bayern Munich of
Germany told Nigerian-
sportsonline.com: “We lost
because we disobeyed our
coach’s instructions!
Everyone could see we had
a nice game. It’s rather
unfortunate that we lost the
game. The result could have
gone cither side.

“We had two scoring
opportunities towards the

end but we failed to take
them

“Nigeria bad a not-tog-
clear chance and they
scored. but ! think we naid
for our carelessness. We 10s
concentration towards the
end of the match.

“Qur coach had instructed

us to always station

somebody in front of the ball |
whenever Nigeria had free- |
kick. We didn’t do that in the |

dying minutes and we paid.
“But all is not lost because
we still have two games
against . Senegal and
Zimbabwe. If we win those
games we’ll go through.”

admit that the absence of
Chelsea of England star was
felt by the Black Stars, the AS
Roma of Italy player believes
Ghana did well against
Nigeria on Monday.

The 1991 U-17 World Cup
winner said:

“Of course we missed
Essien, but I think we still
played well in his absence.

“It would have been nice
for himte be here. May be

ild have been

result v

ith us for

day.
“Your
deserved to win,

team (Eagles)
>’ blasted

i Michael Oti Adjei of Ball, a

weekly soccer magazine in

. Ghana.
. Adjei further told
PN gl e T oA

sportsonline.com: “Your
team (Eagles) showed they
wanted the match more.
They created more scoring
chances while we (Ghana)
just sat back to soak the
pressure.

“Of course, something
was going to happen and
in the end it did. You
(Nigeria) won. Congrats.”

Another Ghanaian jour-
nalist, Samuel Asampong
concurred though not

- before pointing at Micheal
Though Kuffour would |

Essien’s absence as their
major problem.

“You could see we
missed Essien very much
in this match,” the Kotoko
newsman explained to
Nigeriansportsonline.com.

“With Essien in this
match we would not have
played an ultra-defensive
3-5-2 pattern. But your

team surely deser-ved to
win.

“lomean. you created
more chances and he
result was {

WO Ve b | a

voice of dis nt in the
midst of all the accolades

for the Eagles.

France Football rep«
Frank Simon told Niger
sportsonline.com that
Eagles were too ind
dualistic.

“I think 1t was ¢
result in the end but
honest with you, the mat
fell below my expectat

“Your team (Eagles
particular, was very d
pointing. Your boys we
too individualistic
think Ghana played bet
as a team.

“But Taye Taiwo’s g
was a winner any day
brought spark i«
otherwise dour matc!
I think you (Eagles) 1

to work hard if you hop

to go far in this ¢
nament.”
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| for their narrow defeat at the

| promised that they will go for

§

hana VOW to fight on

lamented defender Sammy
Kuffour.

“We had a chance to
even win the game in the first
half only for us to lose in the
dying minutes of the match
through a loss in concen-
tration. But we are not
completely beaten. We still
have two more games to go

eaten Ghana Black
Stars have blamed a
loss in concentration

hands of rivals Nigeria but

broke against both Senegal

and Zimbabwe in their

remaining group games.
“This defw.; kills me,”

- Amokachi blasts
first half showing

ahead in the first period.
Amokachi, however, said
the coaches will work on the
team in time for their next
game agamst Zimbabwe.

agles’ assistant coach
Daniel Amokachi has
said the team played
far below par and not to

| instructions in the first half |

 against Ghana Black Stars on
{ Monday here in Port Said.

| instructions in the first half |
| time we had to do a lot of
-wtalking to them in the locker

| room,” Amokachi revealed.

| thing is that we took all three
| points.”

| clear-cut chances to go

-t

e

| The general public is hereby informed that the above named

{iregistration under part ‘C’ of the Companies and Allied Matters
| Act,
| The Trustees are:

{}3. Victoria N. Nwokoro

| Aims and Objectives:

Eagles leave

robably as a result of

the euphoria from their

1-0 victory over Ghana
Monday, the Eagles team
bus left for their hotel without
West Brom star Nwankwo
Kanu.

Kanu, who came on as a
second half sub in the Ghana
match and caused the free
kick from which Taye Taiwo
made hay, thgr:.fore had to

“The boys did not play to |

and this almost cost us the
' match. And so dunno the half

“But the most important

The Black Stars had to

- GRASSROOTS HEALTH CARE
INITIATIVE

Organisation has applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission for
1990.

1. Nkereuwen Benson Essien
2. Umoh Amadu Akpan

i3 To embark on Grassroot Health Care Initiatives

27 To improve awareness in basic health care and
community health care programmes

3 To be part of the Vanguard for HIV/AIDS awareness
campaign

Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to the|
Registrar - General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 565, Ndu!a;
Square, Wuse Zone 5, PM.B. 189, Abuja, within twenty-eight (28)!
days of this publication. [

SIGNED:
Abubakar Usman Esq.
Suite 2, Arewa Suites

CBD, Abuja.

-

i

LOSS OFDOCUMENT |

i| The general public is hereby notified about the loss of Right of |
il Occupancy number MISC
{ Gudu District measuring about 4575.56 square metct
Lo Abuja Plaza Departmental Stores I td If found. plecase
i to the undersigned or the nearest Polic€ Station.

11870 in respect of Plot 949, Bl
belonging |
return |
Federal Capital

{ Territory Administration and other concerned authorities should

pleasg take note

Signed
Management
08033491686

{1 the name of HAMISU SARKI covering Plot 385, Kubwa Ext. II
(Re-location) is missing. Please take note Bwari Area Council.

PUBLICNOTICE

This is to inform the general public

hat my landed document ir

Signed:
Emmanuel Kodu

?Nations Cup Group D

Kanu behind

and we will do everything to
win them.”

Skipper Stephen Appiah
also shared the optimism of
Kuffour.

“We are undaunted. We
played well today even in the
absence of some of our key
players. We will keep the
spirit high.”

Oruma

ilson Oruma was
adjudged the
best player as the
Eagles pipped rivals Ghana
1-0 in the opening African

Both players congratu-
lated those who stood in for
keys stars Sulley Muntari and
Michael Essien.

“We respect both Essien
and Muntari but the players
who took their places did the
business. We only look
forward to them joining us for
the World Cup,” said Appiah.

is MVP

match played here in Port
Said on Monday.

Oruma showed the
form that once won him

the Golden Eaglets. His
daring runs from the
midfield often troubled the
Black Stars.

Nations Cup title spon-

find his way back to the | sors MTN therefore awar-

team’s hotel alone about 15 |
minutes drive from the |
stadium. '
France Football reporter
Frank Simon, who is |
covering the African Nations |
Cup, said that the bus left |
‘Papilo’ at the Port Said
Stadium and this again
shows that some teams get
things wrong because “they
are overprotective of the |
players”.

commendable efforts.

“I dedicate this award to
God who has continued to
give me the strength to fight
on. My teammates have also
helped me to rediscover my
form,” Oruma said.

won the: LG Fair Play
| award.

| CHANGE OFN ME

1, formerly MISS ADAMMA ANTHONIA CHUKWUMALUME, now wish to be
known and addressed as MRS ADAMMA ANTHONIA OKAFOR. All former
documents remain valid. Oceanic Bank, UNN and public to note.

I, formerly known as Miss Grace Osim Ewa, now wish to be called Mrs. Grace
Isaac Igiri. All former documents remain valid The general public and State
Ministry of Health should please take note.

I, formerly MISS MARIAN ENA NIAMEH, now wish to be known and addressed
as MRS MARIAN ENA FEMOWEI. All former documents remain valid. General
public to take note.

I, formerly known as PEACE CHIMEZIE UKAEGBU, now wish to be known as
iMRS PEACE CHIMEZIE NZEWUJI. Former documents remain valid. MOCA,
{NERFUND and the general public to note.

many fans in his days with |

ded him a trophy for his

Ghana skipper Stephen |

Janua

>dnesday,

S
Eagles defender, Taye Taiwo celebrates after bar ging
winner agam st Ghana.
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Syllaw

- & M uinea, surprise win

\J‘ners over South Af
i rica, must beware of
‘complacency when they
~meet Zambia in the African
‘Nations Cup on Thursday,
according to midfielder
‘Mohamed Sylla.

“Although both we and
Tunisia won, I have a feeling
this group is far frém de-
cided,” Sylla told Reuters in
an interview in Alexandria on
Monday.

“There could still be one
or two turns in this group and
if we don’t watch out, it could
be a tight finish. My team
mates have {0 make sure they
are as committed against
Zambia as they were against
i South Africa.”

i Guinea beat South Africa
2 0 while Zambia were out-

Wednesday, January 25, 2006

classed in the 4-1 defeat to
Tunisia in the opening Group
C matches last Sunday.

Sylla, left out of Guinea’s
starting line-up because of a
back complaint, said he felt
the team had the ability to
improve on their performance
at the last Nations Cup finals
in Tunisia, where they con-
ceded a late goal against Mali
to lose out in the quarter-fi-
nals.’

“Everyone is setting their
sights on the semi-finals, on
going one better than last
time,” he said. “There hasn’t
been too much attention fo-
cused on us but we know
that in our squad we have a
lot of good players.

“The team is young but
almost all the playurs are
based in Europe It ;Dlves us

Song to set new mark

igobert Song will set
a new mark for the
ost matches played
rat the African Nations Cup
finals when Cameroon meet
Togo in Cairo on Wednesday.
The 29-year-old, who re-
cently won his 100th cap, will
be playing his 25th tourna-
ment game, breaking the pre-
vious record of 24 held by the
former Ivory Coast goal-
keeper Alain Gouamene.
The Cameroon captain
has not missed a game at the
tournament for his country
since 1996 and is playing in
his sixth finals.
The Galatasaray de-
fender made his 100th inter—
‘national appearance

Adebayor likely to start

great hope for the future. 1
am only 30 but I feel like an
old man in this group,” he
quipped. Sylla is playing in
his first Nations Cup after
missing the last tournament
for the birth of his first child.

Born in the Ivory Coast,
he made a choice as a teen-
ager to play for Guinea, where
his father hails from.

“I was in the Ivory Coast
junior side and played a few
training matches but it’s
good to play for my father’s
country,” Sylla said.

Sylla grew up in the same
neighbourhood as Ivorian
international Bonaventure
Kalou and is godfather to
Chelsea star Didier Drogba’s
son. “He and I used to play
at Le Mans together. I remem-
ber smmg and watchmg

...in Togo tie

Saturday’s 3-1 win over
Angola in their opening
Group B match. He became
the seventh African to
achieve the feat, but the first
from outside north Africa.

Gouamene’s mark could
also be surpassed at this
Nations Cup by Tunisian
captain Riadh Bouazizi and
his Nigerian counterpart
Austin Okocha.

Bouazizi marked his 20th
game in six different tourna-
ments with a goal against
Zambia in Alexandria on
Sunday.

Okocha, playm«v in his

last tournament, missed
Nigeria’s opening match
against Ghana in Port Said on
Monday but has 20 previous
appearances to his name.

Gouamene had another
record matched at this tour-
nament in Egypt — his par-
ticipation in seven different
finals having been equalled
by the host team’s striker
Hossam Hassan.

Hassan, 39, has played in
18 matches since he first
competed at the 1986 finals -
the last time his country
hosted the Nations Cup fi-
nals

against Cameroon

go striker Emmanuel

Adebayor is likely to

start his country’s

next African Nations Cup

qualifier against Cameroon

on Wednesday, coach

Stephen Keshi said on Tues-
day.

Adebayor was involved

in a public slanging match

with his coach on Saturday

{af G % & ladurofusedy o allow keﬁha.

g. &
a.

7 206 P4 516}

s':’

night after refusing to start
Togo’s opening game of the
tournament against the
Democratic Republic of
Congo.

The two traded verbal
blows at the post-match
news conference and Keshi
had to be restrained from at-
tempting to confront
Adebayor on the team’s bus
in view of reporters.

The Nigerian-born coach
accused Adebayor of being
a “cry baby” after being ini-
tially dropped from the team
against the Congolese and
then refusing to play when
Keshi changed his mind and
later restored him to the start-

ing line-up.
Adebayor made allega-
tions that Keshi was

victimising him_becausc he

#tozbe t?s%@rm }(bbaygr

Lome

new Arsenal signing was
training with the team and
Keshi struck a conciliatory
tone when he spoke to
Reuters on Tuesday.

“It was not very profes-
sional but it has all calmed

down now. I think he will start |

but I haven’t formalised my
team yet.”

mates, but he was greeted
jovially when he joined them
for breakfast on Tuesday.

He did not want to com-
ment.

Togo lost 2-0 to the |

Democratic Republic of
Congo in Cairo on Saturday
and must avoid defeat
against Cameroon in their
next Group B malch to have

EGYPT 2006 AFRICAN CUP OF NATIONS

arns Guinea of complacency

Champions League matches
with him after training and
then a few years later we were
able to call each other to wish
good luck for Champions
League games.”

Sylla played in the com-
petition while with Celtic,

who he left for Leicester City
at the start of the season.

“I always knew Didier
would become a big star but
he is still down to earth and a
lot of fun. It would be nice to
play against him in this com-

ngola, comprehen
sively beaten in their
opening Nations
Cup outing by Cameroon,
say the tournament kicks off
for real for them when they
face Democratic Republic of

Adebayor’s action also Congl ot Iesteadey.

drew criticism from his team |

Angola, surprise qualifi-
ers for the World Cup, are un-
perturbed by Saturday’s 3-1
defeat and believe they still
can qualify from Group B
providing they get a good
result against the Simbas in
Cairo. Coach Luis Oliveira
Goncalves said that
Cameroon are in a different
class from the rest of the
group and that he did not re-

gto ‘ahsu&aﬂ xpect h;s feamito
&

#0.0
ba

etition,” he said.

Cameroon’s Rigobert Song will set a new mark for the most matches played in the Nations Cup when
the Indomitable Lions meet Togo in Cairo today.

Our Nations C

upstarts against Congo

-Angola

Congo and Togo to see who
joins them,” he said.

“Cameroon are a much
stronger side than the oth-
ers, we knew that before the
competition started. If we
don’t get a good result
against Congo, then we will
be worried.” Angola’s perfor-
mance at the tournament is
under close scrutiny as some
sceptics have questioned
whether they are good
enough to hold their own in
Germany.

Their World Cup prepa-

rations suffered another blow: r
on Monday when FIFAcank

pounced that defender
Yamba Asha.-wha-failed a

Cup qualifier in Rwanda in
October, had been banned
for nine months, ruling hin
out of the trip to Germany

The substance has not
been revealed.

Congo kicked off with :
surprisingly comfortable 2 0
win over Togo, inspired by
an impressive performance
from captain Lomana Lualua
who scored one goal and set
up the other.

However, the Congolese
have also suffered their usual
bout of infighting.

They threatened not to
face Togo, claiming they had
‘not received any of their bo-
"¢ 'Payments, and onl
dz,regd to take the flezd

B e e o
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victim of armed robbery attack?

Dail

*  Areyou

Have you been involved in an accident or been a

witness to it happening to others?
Do you have a touching personal experience you
want to share?

Call us on these numbers let the world read your story.
News Room
08039686854 and 08056418945
Advert
08033202211 and 08033209894

Hunger in East Africa

e United Nations Food and Agricultural Organisation
(FAO) recently raised an alarm that an estimated 11
million people in four East African countries of
Somalia, Kenya, Djibouti and Ethiopia are on the “brink of
starvation” following a severe drought that has already
caused some deaths.

FAO attributed this critical condition to the failure of
seasonal rains exacerbated by past and ongoing conflicts
leading to crop failure and depletion of livestock herds.
Already, the Kenyan government has declared a famine and
has cried out that it needs at least 150 million US dollars to
feed about 2.5 million people in the worst hit areas, while

- [FAO revealed that the southern part of Somalia is hard hit

nd needs about 64,000 tonnes of food aid to survive until
Eune this year. The UN world food programme also revealed
hat over'40 million US dollars are needed to stave starvation
n Ethiopia where about eight million people are currently
¢lying on food aid; while in Djibouti, drought conditions
ave worsened with no possible prospects of relief until the
rains return sometime in the year.
| Although instances of drought and delayed rainfall are
almeost normal features in most regions of Africa, especially
the “Horn of Africa,” where this has become almost a
permanent phenomenon, we are appalled that the
overnments of these countries continue to ignore the

fundamental necessity to squarely tackle this problem once

- land for all.

A el

| Our concern is due largely to the fact that famine, food
shortage or hunger do not occur without months or even
{ears of notice via shortage of rain, drought, locust or quela

irds invasion, wars and other natural disasters that may

‘impede agricultural activities. The food crisis in these

frican countries is therefore a potent indicator to the crisis

‘of the state and leadership failure in Africa such that the

ontinent which has arguably the most fertile land in the
orld has been unable to cater for the food needs of its people
n spite of scientific and technological leaps in modern

. farming and food production.

African leaders, since the end of colonial rule, have been
nable or unwillingly to creatively formulate any viable
gricultural policy that make the continent self-sustainable
n food production and processing. We must put a stop to
his attitude so as to erase the denigration and stereotyping
hat have become the mark of our race. Our leaders must
uckle up and take examples from Asian countries,
specially China, which despite the seemingly
surmountable natural and ecological disadvantages, is not
nly able to now feed its billions of people but has become a

ajor food exporter to other countries. '

Food shortage, famine or starvation is not restricted to
¢ East African countries identified by FAO alone but rather
widespread phenomenon all over the continent. Last year,
iger Republic was in the news as gory pictures of haggard-
ooking and emaciated children and their mothers suffering
rom hunger and starvation were aired on international
elevision. Hunger and malnutrition are permanent
xperiences in many countries of Africa, especially Sudan,
ali, Burkina Faso, Chad, Eritrea, Uganda and Burundi
hile Ethiopia had one of the most horrible and traumatic
ood crises ever witnessed in Africa in the’80s and early
90s.

While there might not be any officially declared famine

. in some parts of Africa, for instance, Nigeria, it is apparent

that thousands of people, especially children, die due to
malnutrition and millions of families could barely afford
three square meals a day.
| Weurge African leaders to gird up and face the challenges
of purposeful leadership, so as to free their people from the
grip of hunger and starvation. The best way to achieve this
is to set up an AU food and agricultural body with the mandate
to ensure food security in Africa through research on food
crops, provision of policy guidelines and early warning
signals to avoid being caught off guard by drought, delayed
rain and other natural climatic changes detrimental to
agricultural activities. Our leaders should reconnect with
he past where Africa, without the perquisites of modern
echnology, was not only able to sustain her people, but
hrough that attracted others who unfortunately colonised
er. The present situation where Africa is portrayed as a
eakling and incapable of feeding her people is not only

‘unacceptable, but denigrating.

ROVUYOIVNIE Gbenga’s Freud

interview by the nation’s First Son (?), Gbenga, which

The News of January 16 used as its cover story must
rank as arguably the greatest damage anyone has done to the
image and substance of President Olusegun Obasanjo’s ad-
ministration. The title the magazine’s General Editor, Ademola
Adegbamigbe, used for his preface to the story, “Venom of
Baba’s son”, couldn’t have been more apt; Gbenga spared
no one, not even his dad, in that interview, albeit inadvert-
ently so. That the interview itself was, in a manner of speak-
ing, a Freudian slip is obvious from the fact that it was purely
the result of a chance meeting between Gbenga and Omoyele
Sowore, The News’ correspondent. This was the chance meet-
ing at the unlikely venue of our border post with Benin Re-
public — Seme — which ended in Gbenga giving Sowore a ride
in his vehicle, a ride that Gbenga will rue for a long time, ifnot
for the rest of his life; the interview was said to have greatly
angered his father who is said to have a reputation for being
unforgiving.

Not only has Gbenga’s inexplicable outburst in The News
against just about everyone and everything damaged his old
man’s claim as Nigeria’s greatest crusader against corruption —
Gbenga, says with the authority of a First Son, that it’s all selec-
tive — his interview has the potential of drawing public attention
to the dismal record of his old man’s economic reforms.

So far, the controversy over the president’s self-perpetua-
tion agenda has managed to draw the public’s attention away
from the failures of these reforms — the high unemployment,
the inflation, the decay in our infrastructures, above all, the
insecurity in the land.

As Thisday said in its editorial of September 22, 2005, “Any
economic reform that does not provide jobs, mass transforma-
tion, power, food, basic health services, and social security is a
failure. It is not enough for economic reforms to throw up a few
billionaires even as poverty grinds the masses of the people
into the dust.” And most Nigerians would agree with Thisday
that this is exactly what the president’s economic reforms have
done. Indeed, there are political observers who think the third
term controversy is a deliberate ruse to allow a select few steal
this country blind with few, if any, questions asked.

Whether this cynical view of the third term agenda is true
or not, the fact remains that today, there is a lot more talk
about the country’s politics than there is about its econom-
ics. Which is a great pity because the country’s economics is
in a much worse shape than its politics, never mind the per-
sistent claims of a turn-around by the president himself.
Gbenga’s claims about his father’s commitment to economic
reforms may have the unintended but desirable effect of draw-
ing public attention to those reforms.

If Gbenga is to be believed — and I don’t see why not — those
who want his old man to stay beyond his second term do so, not
so much because he is doing a great job of mending the economy,
but because they are the greatest beneficiaries of those reforms.
And these beneficiaries are not only “the top players in the
private sector” as The News described them, but presumably
even Americans who, in public at least, have rejected the
president’s alleged third term bid. The Americans have since
developed a keen interest in our oil and gas following the insta-
bility of the Middle East, their main source of fossil fuel.

“The only reason why they are asking Baba to stay,” said
Gbenga, “‘is because they are afraid of Atiku (Abubakar, the Vice
President). They know he will come and take over everything
they have built with his unquestionable greed. Look, quite a lot
of people are putting a lot of pressure on Baba to stay. Even the
Americans are passing messages through me. Forget about all
those scripted public statements. They want him to stay.”

Baba, says Gbenga, would, however, not oblige them be-
cause, again according to Gbenga, first, the old man is too old
to stand the riguors of high office much longer as he is older
than he claims and, second, “because he is busy doing so
many things. You can see that planes are falling off the skies
left and right. Baba has no time to get involved in these claims.”

If indeed the president has been too busy mending the
economy to have time for those urging him to stay on beyond
2007, then his exertions seem to have achieved pretty little.
The fact alone that planes have been falling off the skies
implies that those exertions, at least in the aviation sector,
have yet to achieve the desired results. But there is a lot more
than planes dropping off the skies to suggest that the
president’s economic reforms are not as curative or as altruis-
tic as its proponents often claim.

Take just two areas of these reforms, namely, the Paris Club
debt cancellation and the Fiscal Responsibility Bill. When
news about the debt relief first broke last June, some of the
president’s men went as far as to dub it the country’s Second

Call it a Freudian slip writ large, but the controversial
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| By Mohammed Haruna
Independence after that of October 1, 1960 from our cols

masters. Not only that, anyone who raised questions abo
the credibility of the debt cancellation or its costs was calle

all kinds of names.

For example, when Simeon Kolawole of Thisday cla:
that some of those pushing for the debt cancellatior
personal interests in the matter, he managed to get the m

ter of finance’s dander up. Responding in Thisday of July 2

2005, Dr Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala angrily asked, “Who are 1
people who would handle the buy-back? Would Mr K«
care to name them? Mr Kolawole must know more tha
Paris Club, Mr President, myself, the DMO and others w
ing on this because we do not know what and whon
talking about. The statement is libelous, disrespectfu
extremely poor taste.”

Clearly, the minister meant no third parties were inv«
the negotiations for the debt cancellation. Six months
this official position seems to have changed. It has now
out that there has indeed been a third party and its 1
Lazard Freres. Persistent rumours about the involver
third parties, including the son of the minister, app
forced the Debt Management Office last week to isst
than persuasive rejection. “The appointment of Lazar
as consultant by the federal government to assist Ni
all levels of the negotiation process,” said this staten
a standard operating procedure for all countries eng
seeking debt relief. Lazard Freres is one of the most re
names in the area.”

The statement went on to say that the consultas
were negotiated down from “the standard $200,000 - $2
amonth to $100,000 a month DUE TO THE FACT THAT B
THE MINISTER AND THE DIRECTOR GENERAL O
DMO HAD THE TECHNICAL EXPERTISE TO DOMOS
THE WORK.” (Emphasis mine).

The question the minister of finance and the chaps
DMO should address is what expertise is required
remaining work that would justify recruiting and pa
consultant the princely sum of $100,000 a month? And
they are at it, they should also be spelling out to Nig
the other costs they have to pay for the debt cancella

It is possible that the benefit Nigerians may enjoy f
debt cancellation is worth the cost, but we can never &
for sure if we are not told the details. After all, the de
they say, is always in the details.

As with the debt cancellation story, Nigerians know p
little or nothing about the Fiscal Responsibility Bill, the
ond area of reform I mentioned earlier. Nearly two years
Dr Okonjo-Iweala issued a pamphlet spelling out why Nig
needs the bill. First, she said, the rules on expenditure
not always adequate and their enforcement was not a
consistent. Second, she said, though the country has
zones, 36 states and 774 local governments, “we have
ONE ECONOMY?”, and there was therefore the need for
dination of economic and financial policies among all tiers
government. Third, the country, she said, has this nast,
of being profligate in times of oil boom, only to suffer se
debt hangover when the boom ends. The Fiscal Respon
ity Bill, she said, was the prevention needed to av«
painful cure for a debt hangover.

Two years after the executive sent the bill to the Nat
Assembly, it is yet to be passed into law — thanks in p
the fact that the Presidency does not seem to have g
the kind of priority it has given the president’s thir
agenda and thanks also to the fact that it does not se«
have done its homework well in putting the bill togethe
month, it was stood down by the Senate for the good
that the bill did not contain the financial implicatio
implementation.

However, even if the bill were to be passed today
no guarantee that we will see an end to the fiscal ind
that has characterised the Obasanjo administration
inception. Truth be told, the minister of finance was
large, wrong to talk about the inadequacy of rules of ¢»
ture in our public sector, because the sector does h:

a thing as Financial Regulations. She was right, how«
talk about inconsistency in the enforcement of the e»
rules. The Fiscal Responsibility Bill may plug some
loopholes in the existing system, but as with anythu
made, it will come with its own set of loopholes, since
man-made is perfect. The difference is always the
and sincerity with which a set of rules are applied.

Gbenga’s Freudian slip in The News is perhaps

_damning exposure of the bad faith with which his f

administration has implemented and, in some cases, ¢v¢
mulated its economic reforms. If the interview brings al
shift in the nation’s priority from our politics to our ¢

it may turn out to be one of the most positive intervent
the ongoing debate about the direction of our p«
economy.
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