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jail break
From Ibraheem Musa, Kaduna No prisoner escaped in the foiled move, which off when ambulances were evacuating corpses

was the second in four months. brought from inside the prisons.
SEVEN prisoners were kilted during an Although journalists were barred from enter- Several injured prisoners and one wounded
attempted jail break in Kaduna yesterday, while ing the prison for an on-the-spot assessment, prison guard were taken to a nearby infirmary, 
the administrative offices and workshop as well billows of smoke were seen from outside and according to reports.
as entire prison records were razed down by fire fighting vehicles kept bringing water till A source told Daily Trust that authorities got
rampaging inmates. afternoon. Similarly, reporters were cordoned Continued on page 5

PHOTO: IBRAHEEM MUSA

out, killed
By Abdulmutallib A. Abubakar

YOUTHS in Riyom Local 
Government Area barri­
caded the Abuja-Jos high­
way yesterday and killed 
seven people travelling 
along the route, introduc­
ing a new dimension to the 
tit-for-tat violence in Pla­
teau State where hundreds 
have been killed since Janu­
ary.

Those killed yester­
day were passengers trav­
elling through Jos from 
other parts of the country,

according survivors o f the 
attack at Tahoss village, 30 
kilometres south of Jos.

Surviving passengers 
said Christian youths from 
the Berom tribe barricaded 
the road as early as 9:00am, 
stopping vehicles and 
interrogating passengers 
to ascertain their religious 
affiliations or ethnic ori­
gins, after which those who 
were from rival tribes and 
religion were dragged out 
of the vehicles and beaten.

Our correspondents
Continued on page 5
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Ibori: Militants 
ambush Onovo's men

6 die in Kano 
road accident
FromJaafar Jaafar, Kano

SIX persons were burnt to death 
early yesterday when a trailer col­
lided with a tanker at Gwasama 
village in Rimin Gado Local 
Government Area of Kano State.

Daily Trust gathered that the 
tanker with registration number 
XJ 879 KMC had a head-on col­
lision with the trailer when its 
driver swerved to avoid a motor­
cyclist.

Immediately after the colli­
sion, the two vehicles went up in 
flames, trapping the six passen­
gers. It was gathered that three 
other occupants of the vehicles 
escaped unhurt.

Kano Sector Commander o f 
the FRSC Ahmed Kagori Hassan 
said nine persons were travelling 
in the two vehicles when the acci­
dent occurred.

By Boco Edet, Misbahu Bashir, Abuja, & 
Kayode Ekundayo, Lagos

AN attempt to arrest former Delta 
State Governor James Ibori failed 
yesterday as militants protecting 
him attacked police officers del­
egated by the Inspector General of 
Police Ogbonna Onovo on the out­
skirts of Delta State yesterday.

The delegation which included 
an Assistant Inspector General of 
Police, the State Commissioner of 
Police Yakubu Adamu Alkali, two 
Assistant Commissioners of Police 
and 10 operatives of the Economic 
and Financial Crimes Commission 
{F.FCC) was led by Deputy Inspec­
tor General ofPolice Ekpodo Udom.

An EFCC official said the mili­
tants opened fire and during an 
exchange, damaged the DIGs 
vehicle. He said the delegation had 
to retreat when the attack became 
intense.

The Inspector General of 
Police Ogbonna Onovo had ear­
lier ordered Iboris arrest after the 
EFCC declared him wanted over a 
N44 billion fraud and other charges.

The Police Force Public Rela­
tions Officer ACP Emmanuel 
Ojukwu said a court had ordered 
the police to arrest Ibori and the 
order was received by Onovo.

Meanwhile, the police yester­
day withdrew officers and men 
from guarding Ibori. According 
to a statement from Iboris Media

Assistant, Tony Eluemunor, the 
police withdrew Iboris police 
guards early yesterday. He also said 
EFCC agents had been harassing 
people in Iboris houses in Lagos, 
Abuja and Oghara in total disregard 
of the Federal High Court in Asaba 
ordering the EFCC to maintain the 
status quo in the case between him 
and the commission.

“Chief James Onanefe Ibori 
wishes the entire world to know 
that the Federal Government as is 
currently led by Acting President 
Goodluck Jonathan has disobeyed 
the ruling. Instead, the president 
has ordered the police and the 
EFCC to disobey the court and 
arrest him,” he said.

However, Eluemunor in a sepa­

rate statement last night, alleged 
that “a large detachment of a Joint 
Force of Mobile Policemen, sol­
diers, plus plain clothes men, 
believed to belong to the Economic 
and Financial Crimes Commis­
sion, stormed Chief James Ona­
nefe Iboris Oghara, Delta State 
home this evening. They came in 
seven Hilux Pick Up vans and two 
Peougeut Expert vans, that had all 
vehicle lights on. They were led 
by two motor-cyde out-riders. 
They harrased and manhandled 
people they met at Iboris home 
before spreading the mayhem they 
brought with them into Oghara 
town, making poeple to run helter- 
sketter, as there was panic evrey- 
where.”
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Volcanic ash: Shekarau, Oshiomhole, 
Fashola, Oyinlola stranded abroad
From Jaafar Jaafar, Kano, Vincent Egunyanga, 
Benin, & Kayode Ekundayo, Lagos

KANO State Governor Ibrahim Sheka­
rau, Edo State Governor Adams Oshiom­
hole, Lagos Governor Babatunde Fashola 
and Osun Governor Olagunsoye Oyinlola 
are among passengers stranded abroad as 
a result of cancellation of flights following 
thick clouds of ash from a volcanic eruption 
which has disrupted air travel across Europe.

Oshiomhole had accompanied Acting 
President Good Luck Jonathan to the United 
States and was returning from America via 
London when all flights across the European 
airspace were cancelled.

The governors absence from the coun­
try has led to the postponement of the “One

Man, One Vote” rally twice. Fashola and 
Oyinlola are among many Nigerians trapped 
in the United States.

The two governors were invited by the 
African caucus of the Harvard University in 
the John F Kennedy School of Government.

The Commissioner for Budget and Eco­
nomic Planning, Ben Akabueze said, “The 
governor is being caught up by volcanic ash 
which is a matter of global concern.”

Five days after his scheduled return, Shek­
arau is unable to return home from London.

Shekarau left Kano in company of about 
10 top government officials for New Jersey, 
US on April 4 to deliver a keynote address 
at the Annual Convention of the Nigeria in 
Diaspora Organisation (NIDO).

He also delivered a lecture at Cardiff, U K

ACF holds 10th anniversary
From Maryam Ahmadu-Suka, Kaduna

THE Arewa Consultative Forum (ACF) will 
celebrate its 10th anniversary on April 29, a 
day after its Annual General Meeting, retired 
Brigadier General M.A Umar, the anniver­
sary’s planning committee chairman said 
yesterday.

In a statement, he said the anniversary 
would highlight corruption and its ills as well 
as social conflicts. “Lectures will be delivered

on the general theme, Fighting Corruption 
and Social Conflicts for Development and 
discussions will follow” he added.

According to Gen Umar, the anniversary 
will also enable ACF to assess itself. On why 
the forum chose corruption as its theme 
for the lectures, the ACF said corruption 
deprived people of the necessities of life. 
“Corruption steals the empowerment of our 
youths, it steals their opportunities and robs 
them of their future,” he added.

Meningitis kills 35 in Sokoto
From Rakiya A.Muhammad, 
Sokoto

CEREBRO spinal meningi­
tis has so far claimed 35 lives 
in Sokoto State this year, the 
Director, Medical Services 
and Public Health in the state 
Ministry of Health Dr Haliru 
Alhassan has disclosed.

He said the outbreak was 
recorded in 19 local govern­
ment areas of the state with 
about 300 people affected 
in the state this year. The 
director said yesterday while 
flagging-off the distribution 
of CSM vaccines in Gum- 
burawa district, Wamakko

Local Government Area 
that the disease had reached 
an alarming rate in four local
government areas including 
Wamakko, Tambuwal Sabon 
Bimi and Tureta.

Alhaji Haliru however 
assured that the Ministry 
of Health had commenced 
immunization in many com­
munities in the state, adding 
that the ministry had also 
targeted the military, para­
military and the NYSC for 
the conduct of the immuni­
zation exercise. The direc­
tor advised people to avoid 
sleeping in congested rooms. 
He also urged them to ensure

personal and environmental 
hygiene as part of measures 
to check the situation.

Chairman of Wamakko 
Local Government Area 
Alhaji Isah Mohammed 
Dundaye stressed the need 
for people to always report 
promptly any outbreak of 
the disease in their com­
munities for prompt action. 
According to him, the coun­
cil was making efforts to curb 
the menace in the afea. The 
chairman said the outbreak 
was recorded in three vil­
lages in the council including 
Tudun Kasuwa, Kasarawa 
and Gidan Kaduna.

Goje loses younger brother
From Aliyu M. Hamagam, Gombe

GOMBE State Governor Danjuma Gojes 
younger brother died Monday in Abuja after 
a protracted illness.

Forty-two-year-old Alhaji Babayo Goje 
died a few weeks after returning from a medi­
cal trip to Egypt His remains were flown to 
Gombe from Abuja for burial after a funeral 
prayer was conducted by Sheik Abubakar

Lamido at the palace of the Emir of Gombe.
The late Babayo left behind two wives, many 

children and his older brother, Goje. He has 
been buried according to Islamic rites. Until his 
death, he was the chairman of Shamruff and 
Gas Oil. The funeral prayer was attended by 
the Emir of Fika, Alhaji Muhammad ibn Abali, 
Damaturu, Alhaji Hashim ibn El-Knemi, both 
from Yobe State and the Emir of Gombe Shehu 
Abubakar as well as Governor Goje.
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Emodi returns as Senate 
rejects Igbeke

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar

SENATOR Joy Emodi who was 
recently sacked by the Enugu 
Appeal Court yesterday staged a 
surprise return to the Senate as 
the declared winner of the Anam- 
bra North senatorial seat Alphon- 
sus Igbeke was denied swearing- 
in by leadership of the Senate.

Emodi (PDP) was seated in 
the chamber before most of her 
colleagues while Igbeke (ANPP) 
was also in the National Assembly 
armed with his certificate of return 
issued by the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) in

readiness to take oath of office and 
allegiance.

But shortly after Senate Presi­
dent David Mark took his seat, Sen­
ate went into a dosed session which 
lasted for about two hours and later 
continued the business of the day 
without admitting oath on Igbeke.

Briefing newsmen on the mat­
ter, Chairman of Senate Commit­
tee on Information and Media 
Senator Ayogu Eze (PDP, Enugu 
North) said Emodi will keep her 
seat because Senate is aware of 
a conflicting judgment by the 
Enugu Appeal court on the same

“We have a procedure in the 
Senate; we will not deal with a 
matter in a way to preempt the 
outcome of a judicial process. The 
Appeal Court in Enugu issued 
two judgments, one returning 
Joy as duly elected the other by 
the same court in the same breath 
in favour of one Igbeke.”

He said Emodi has returned 
to the court to seek interpreta­
tion to the two judgments “We 
will not do anything until we get 
a clear indication on which of the 
judgments they want to take prec­
edence.”

But briefing newsmen ear­

lier, Igbeke denied any conflict­
ing judgments as claimed by 
the Senate saying “There is no 
such confliction. The court has 
never declared her winner of 
the election. They are just try­
ing to ridicule the judiciary. The 
court has not issued any injunc­
tion restraining the Senate from 
administering oath of office on 
me. I will continue to come here 
every day until the right thing is 
done.”

Daily Trust checks however 
revealed that the Appeal Court 
in Enugu, on February 19, 2009, 
ruled in a case filed by one Jes­

sie Balonwu of the Labour Party 
that the April 14, 2007 Anambra 
North senatorial election was 
properly conducted.

The same court also ruled on 
March 25, 2010 annulling the 
election of Emodi and declared 
Igbeke winner of the Anambra 
North senatorial election.

In a court motion on notice 
served the Senate by counsel to 
Emodi, Barrister Festus Okoye, 
the senator has returned to the 
same court seeking to upturn 
the decision of the court to annul 
her election to the Senate and to 
uphold the earlier judgment.
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: Chief of Army Staff, Lt-Gen. Abdulrahman Dambazau, Minister of Defence Chief Adetokunbo Kayode and Minister of State for Defence 
adua, during the visit of the ministers to the Army Headquarters in Abuja, yesterday.
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Ministers: 
Taraba, Ebonyi 
get nominees

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar

ACTING President Goodluck
Jonathan has sent two aHH.-  . ......i».ti i<ii nominees to
the Senate to represent Taraba 
and Ebonyi states in the Execu­
tive Council of the Federation 
(EXCOF).

The nominees are Professor 
Christian Onyebuchi Chukwu 
from Ebonyi State and Dr. Oba- 
diah Ando from Taraba State.

Political intrigues within the 
ruling PDP had hindered nomi­
nation of a minister from Ebonyi 
State during the last screening 
exercise by the Senate after which 
38 ministers were confirmed.

But a source told Daily Trust 
that the rift over nomination of 
a minister to represent the state 
has been settled and the name 
of Professor Chukwu was sent 
to the Senate and it is expected 
that he is going to be the health 
minister.

Professor Chukwu is former 
Chief Medical Director of the 
Ebonyi State University Teaching 
Hospital.

Dr. Ando is replacement for 
Alhaji Umar Aliyu whose nomi­
nation was withdrawn after series 
of petitions from several stake­
holders in Taraba State.

The two nominees are 
expected to face Senate for 
screening and confirmation 
within the week

Plot to oust Bankole suffers set back
ByTuraki A. Hassan

THE move to impeach Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Dimeji Bankole suffered yes­
terday as members of the Nigeria First Forum 
(N FF) who are canvassing for his removal 
failed to convince their colleagues to allow 
them present the motion at the plenary ses­
sion yesterday.

At the commencement o f yesterday’s 
seating, a member o f the group Rep. Dino 
Melaye (PDP, Kogi) indicated his intention 
to raise a point o f order which will have 
paved way for the presentation of the motion 
but Deputy Speaker Usman Bayero Nafada, 
who presided the sitting, called for a closed

door session.
At the session, Nafade was said to have 

pleaded with his colleagues to shelve the 
impeachment plan saying that the speaker had 
ordered the payment of all their entidements 
and benefits which was one of the reasons for 
the planned impeachment.

The plenary began with heightened tension 
as due to several meetings held by NFF mem­
bers at different locations in Abuja recendy on 
the modalities to be employed to oust Bankole 
and finding his possible replacement.

The members reportedly disagreed on the 
modus operandi to be adopted to ease out 
Bankole and that they also failed to agree on 
who will succeed him.

An NFF member from Lagos State said 
Bankole should not be treated in isolation 
arguing that the whole leadership should be 
removed which did not go down well with 
some of the NFF members.

However, there were indications that the 
NFF may not be able to get the simple majority 
needed to remove the speaker as those sympa­
thetic to him are said to have intensified lob­
bying in a bid to get their colleagues drop the 
impeachment plot.

The move to oust Bankole is being spear­
headed by the South-West caucus chairman 
Rep. Ayoade Adeseun (PDP, Oyo) who is also 
the chairman House Committee on Appro­
priations.

Sovereign fund to replace excess crude account
By Mohammed S. Shehu

THE National Economic Council (NEC) 
has approved a plan to replace the Excess 
Crude Account (ECA) with a National 
Sovereign Wealth Fund (SWF) to manage 
the nations extra earnings from prices of 
crude oil.

The council also resolved to discard tax 
consultants in states and empower state 
boards of internal revenue to perform their 
duties while the federal government prop­

erty coordinates and implements national tax 
policies in a bid to tackle problems associated 
with double taxation.

The meeting attended by state gover­
nors, ministers, Inspector General of Police 
Ogbonnaya Onovo and Central Bank Sanusi 
Lamidi Sanusi was chaired by Acting Presi­
dent Goodluck Jonathan. Briefing newsmen 
shortly after the meeting, Finance Minister 
Segun Aganga and his National Planning 
counterpart Shamsudeen Usman said the 
SWF is meant to be a robust institutional

framework and strong fiscal policy for man­
aging excess crude earnings.

They said it would irresponsible to spend 
all the crude oil earnings now. Aganga said the 
fund will be deployed to critical infrastruc­
tural needs like power and mass transporta­
tion. “The council also considered the idea of 
setting up of the National Sovereign Wealth 
Fund This is a concept which is quite famil­
iar to particularly oil producing countries; it 
is a very robust institutional framework for 
managing excess revenue which today we do

have in the excess crude account.
“The idea is that this is not only going to 

provide us stronger institutional framework 
which is a strong fiscal way of looking at 
policy. “The intention is that the fund will be 
funded by what we have in the excess crude 
oil account today. The only difference is that 
the money in the excess crude account today 
does that legal framework and is not managed 
as the one I explained. By the way we are the 
only OPEC country that does not have the 
SWK’ Aganga said.

t
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Jonathan bans 
National Anthem at 
Economic Council 
meeting
By Mohammed S. Shehu

A drama ensued yesterday at the 
opening ceremony of the monthly 
National Economic Council (NEC) 
meeting when Acting President 
Goodluck Jonathan, who presided 
over the event, ordered the meet­
ing to commence without the ritual 
National Anthem.

The NEC, like most government 
functions, are usually ushered with 
the singing of the National Anthem 
but yesterday was an exception and 
the decision to ignore the ritual by 
Jonathan without prior notice, took 
all the governors and ministers in 
attendance by surprise.

Even attempt by the governors 
to remind Jonathan of the goof’ 
yielded no result as he insisted that

it was not done in error.
He explained that his decision to 

rule out the National Anthem and 
pledge was predicated on an advice 
by his protocol officers who told 
him that the singing of the National 
Anthem was wrong.

“I was told by the protocol unit 
that singing the National Anthem 
during NEC meeting is wrong,” he 
said.

The meeting was attended by 24 
governors and eight deputy gover­
nors. Others at the meeting were 
the FCT Minister Bala Moham­
med, National Planning Minis­
ter Shamsudeen Usman, Finance 
Minister Olusegun Aganga and 
the Secretary to the Government 
of the Federation Mahmud Yayale 
Ahmed.

Impersonation: Army 
mulls change of uniform
By Misbahu Bashir

THE Nigerian Army will change 
its camouflage because the cur­
rent one is being used by imper­
sonators to commit crime, Chief 
of Army Staff Lieutenant General 
Abdurahman Dambazau has said.

Dambazau disclosed this yes­
terday when ministers of Defence 
Adetokumbo Kayode and Mur- 
tala Yar’adua visited the Defence 
Headquarters in Abuja.

“The uniform will be intro­
duced after the Army Council has 
approved it,” he said, adding that it 
will be difficult to obtain the new 
one without approval.

He said a new walking boot 
has also been introduced for the 
army and will be used when the 
council approves it.

Also speaking, Chief of 
Defence Staff Air Chief Marshal 
Poul Dike said military will give 
the constituted authorities the 
support to work and will abide

by their constitutional responsi­
bilities.

He conducted the ministers 
round the Military Joint Opera­
tion Centre in which Nigerian 
troops anywhere in the world can 
be located on a computer screen 
and be communicated with. At 
the centre, military specialist can 
trace spots of civil unrest on the 
request of the police.

Chief of Naval Staff Vice 
Admiral Ishaya Ibrahim told the 
ministers that the maritime sec­
tor is vital to the economy and 
called on government to encour­
age the Navy to protect it.

Chief of Air Staff Air Marshal 
Oluseyi Petinrin said they will 
undertake a display of military 
air craft to showcase their air 
power.

Minister o f Defence 
Adetokunbo Kayode said the 
government will improve the 
welfare of military and their 
operational capability.

Anti-Ogbulafor 
group meet 
tomorrow

By Abdulmutallib A. Abubakar

PEOPLES Democratic Party’s 
(PDP) Reform Forum will make 
a ‘historic and momentous’ deci­
sions about the fate of the party 
tomorrow.

According a statement signed 
by Chief Aleogho Dokpesi, the 
meeting will be conducted in 
Abuja.

Daily Trust learnt that issues 
to be discussed include how to 
change the national leadership 
of the party especially as the 
national chairman Prince Vin­
cent Ogbulafor is being accused 
o f corruption.

PDP has been bedeviled by 
leadership crisis and has failed 
to hold its National Executive 
Committee meeting since Good­
luck Jonathan became the acting 
president as result of prolonged 
ailment of the President Umaru 
Musa Yar’adua.

Sanusi:
Nigeria's oil
sector not helping 
economy

By Hamisu Muhammad

CENTRAL Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) governor Sanusi Lamido 
Sanusi said the Nigerian econ­
omy is not benefiting much from 
the wealth of the oil sector.

Speaking yesterday at the 
Nigeria Association of Energy 
Economics in Abuja, Sanusi said 
the data available shows a weak 
backward linkage of the oil sub­
sector with the rest of the econ­
omy.

Sanusi, represented by Uwatt 
B. Uwatt, said “While oil receipts 
constitute over 80 percent of the 
total federally collected revenue, 
the sector contributes less than 
40 percent to Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP), indicating a 
weak backward linkage of the oil 
sub-Osector with the rest of the 
economy”

He said there is urgent need to 
enhance the linkage of the energy 
sector with other sectors of the 
economy to allow for maximiza­
tion of the value chain

Also in his contribution, 
Managing Director of the Nigeria 
Liquefied Natural Gas Engr. 
Chima Ibeneche said oil money 
is misused in the country.

He said all money from the oil 
sector supposed to go to capital 
projects alone not for consump­
tion purposes or importation of 
consumable goods.
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Sokoto guber appeal: Wammakko ask S/Court to set aside ex-parte order
By Adelanwa Bamgboye

GOVERNOR of Sokoto State 
Aliyu Magatarkada Wammakko 
has asked the Supreme Court to 
set aside its ex-parte order dis­
missing the appeal filed in cham­
ber by the DPP candidate in the 
2007 general election Alhaji 
Muhammadu Maigari Dingyadi.

Chief Wole Olanipekun 
(SAN), counsel to Wammakko, 
said this while moving a motion

yesterday before a panel of the 
apex court headed by Justice 
Mahmud Mohammed.

The ex-parte order was made 
in the chambers of the Supreme 
Court 10th March 2010, follow­
ing a letter addressed to discon­
tinue the appeal written to all the 
Justices of the Supreme Court and 
the other parties by Rickey Tarfa, 
counsel to the appellants - Demo­
cratic People Party (DPP) and1 its 
candidate -  Alhaji Muhammadu

Maigari Dingyadi.
Olanipekun said the sitting in 

chambers of the court on March 
10, 2010 and the ex-parte order 
made violated the governor’s right 
to fair hearing and was also done 
without jurisdiction.

Olanipekun also prayed the 
apex court to strike out the notice 
of withdrawal of the appeal by the 
appellants dated January22,2010. 
The motions were supported by 
INEC and the PDP who were also 
named as co-respondents in the

suit.
Opposing the motions on 

behalf of the appellants, Rickey 
Tarfa said that the right to with­
draw the appeal was derived from 
the constitutional right to appeal, 
adding that it was the appellants 
claim that conferred jurisdiction 
on the court.

He said the letter written to the 
justices of the apex court was not a 
private letter since other parties in 
the suit were also copied. Hearing 
in the case continues today.

Govs oppose plot to sack Ogbulafor
TH E Governor’s Forum, headed by 
Governor Bukola Saraki of Kwara State, met 
on Monday inAbuja where they discussed 
national issues.
Below is the text of the communique:

Governors noted the activities of an ille­
gal group called PDP Reform Forum which

has sent out letters purportedly signed by 
one Rt. Hon. Aminu Bello Masari, former 
Speaker, House of Representatives and one 
High Chief Aleogho Dokpesi calling for a 
meeting.

The action of the group is not in line with 
the party’s Constitution; we condemn the 
action very seriously. We urge the Party t o t ake

disciplinary action against these members 
in line with the Party’s Constitution.

The Governors call on all their party mem­
bers and supporters across the country to dis­
regard the proposed meeting and not to attend.

The Governors also noted recently how the 
press has been inundated with allegations of 
corruption against the National Chairman of

the party, Prince Vincent Ogbulafor, and that 
none of those allegations has been proved. 
Despite this, some are calling for his removal.

The Governors condemn any move to 
remove the Party Chairman or members of 
National Working Committee, other than 
as laid down or stipulated in the party’s 
Constitution.
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Balat
Foundation 
immunises 
3,000 against 
meningitis
From Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

OVER 3,000 people, mostly chil­
dren in Madakiya and Kagoro vil­
lage in Kaura Local Government 
of Kaduna State, have been immu­
nized by the Isaiah Balat Founda­
tion following an outbreak of 
Cerebrospinal Meningitis (CSM) 
in the villages. Speaking during 
the immunization, Senator Isaiah 
Balat said he provided the vac­
cines to people of the area to pre­
vent the deaths of more children. 
He stressed the need for privileged 
individuals in the society to assist 
less privileged ones.

“With the dilapidated situation 
of health facilities in the country, it 
is important that privileged indi­
viduals in the society rise up and 
assist those always at the mercy of 
any epidemic. We are interested 
in helping the society, supporting 
people when there are outbreaks. 
We feel the help should be preven­
tive instead of allowing it to hap­
pen first,” he said.

In his remarks, the secretary 
of the district head of the village, 
Malam Dominic Maza, com­
mended the Foundation for the 
immunization, saying it would 
go a long way in preventing the 
spread of the disease in the area.

In Kagoro, the paramount 
ruler, Oegwam Ufai Bonet, was 
the first to receive the vaccine, 
followed by some of his council 
members. The exercise witnessed 
a large of turnout of parents and 
children. Beneficiaries who spoke 
to newsmen lauded the gesture.
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7 die in Kaduna jail break
Continued from page 1

a leak that inmates would strike at around 5am when some of them are 
usually taken outside the prison walls in search of water. Although the 
prisoners were not taken out at 5am yesterday, the authorities apparently 
did not take precautionary steps.

By 6.15am yesterday, ihe crisis started at the ‘G’ line where armed 
robbery suspects unlocked their cells and pounced on prisoners, a 
source said, adding that seven inmates were dead and several others 
were wounded in the process. However, Comptroller General of Prisons 
Olushola Ogundipe claimed that only two people died in the attempted 
jail break and no inmate escaped.

According to the source, the warders who were on night duty were 
overpowered by the inmates and they were only saved by reinforcements 
from the training school opposite the prison yard. The officials had to 
disguise as prisoners by wearing prison uniforms in order to escape the 
wrath of the rampaging inmates, he added.

There are conflicting reports as to what led to the attempted jail break. 
While an unofficial source said the inmates were protesting for improved 
welfare, Kaduna state police commissioner Tambari Yabo Muhammad 
blamed the incident on one condemned convict, Reverend King, who 
is an alleged serial rabble rouser transferred from Lagos. Reverend King 
has been further transferred to Katsina prison on Saturday, he said.

A source corroborated the commissioner’s explanation when he told 
Daily Trust that one Aminu, who was the arrow head of the failed jail 
break, was King’s “boy’.

When asked, Ogundipe refused to disclose where King is because 
of the security implications but he confirmed that some inmates have 
indeed been transferred. He blamed the crisis on congestion at the rob­
bery awaiting trial section of the prison. Ogundipe said the Kaduna 
prison has the capacity to hold 524 inmates but right now, there are 797 
and out of this number 539 are awaiting trial. He said a strike action by 
judiciary workers may have contributed to the high number of awaiting 
trial inmates.

In an interview with journalists, Ogundipe said that “by 6.15 this 
morning, the doors were unlocked when the prisoners opened them 
and overpowered the guards, went straight into yard and went straight 
to the workshop and brought out dangerous weapons which they used 
in attacking everybody. In the process, buildings were burnt down by 
the inmates, the admin block and the workshop were completely razed 
down by the inmates.”

He said the prisoners dug a hole around the prison wall where they 
attempted to escape from it. “Luckily students from the training school 
cordoned off the place and there was no single escape. No prisoner 
escaped. Not a single prisoner escaped. But we lost two inmates and 39 
were injured with various degrees of injuries,” he added.

The Comptroller General said even when their cells were opened by 
the rioting inmates, the condemned prisoners among the convicts did 
not attempt to run away.

Ogundipe also thanked the Kaduna police command for bringing the 
situation under control, and the state government and the state emer­
gency management agency for taking care of the wounded.

7 bus passengers dragged out, killed
Continued from page 1

learnt that the attacks were a 
reprisal to avenge the killing of 
four people in the area by sus­
pected Fulani marauders on 
Monday.

The youths mounted road­
blocks since Monday night but 
were dispersed by the men of 
the special task force. They later 
regrouped yesterday morning.

Chairman of Riyom LGA Mr. 
Simon Markus confirmed to BBC 
H ausa yesterday that six people 
were killed in the incident. He 
said security officers had been 
drafted to the area, and that six 
corpses had been exhumed. He 
lamented that the people killed 
were mere passersby. “Those peo­
ple killed have no idea of what was 
happening,” Markus said.

A police officer in the area 
who refused to be named because 
he was not authorised to speak 
said seven people were con­
firmed dead and several others

were injured.
Security forces tried to send 

the youths off the road but they 
were initially overpowered 
because of their superior numeri­
cal strength. They later succeeded 
in opening the road and rescuing 
many passengers.

Our correspondent saw some 
of the victims brought to the state 
Criminal Investigation Depart­
ment and later taken to Jos Cen­
tral Mosque.

One of the victims with a 
deep cut in the head, Abdullahi 
Adamu, 23, said he was attacked 
while delivering a bus load of veg­
etables in a J5 bus with registra­
tion number SA 455 DAS.

“I was driving towards 
Akwanga (Nasarawa State) when 
I noticed a group of youths who 
were carrying machetes, cutlasses, 
catapults coming towards us. As 
soon as I noticed their unfriendly 
mood I started to reverse my bus, 
but it was too late, the engine 
of the bus died completely. But

before they arrived where we 
were, I jumped out of the bus and 
also told the remaining two pas­
sengers to run,” he said.

“I ran until I got exhausted. 
That was how they pounced on 
me beating and throwing stones 
at me, until a mobile police­
man came and rescued me. But 
because they were so many them, 
the policeman found it very dif­
ficult to protect me. Luckily for 
me a car was brought by some 
policemen and they took me away 
and brought me to the state CID 
office,” he said.

On the two passengers in his 
bus, Adamu said, “I don’t know 
whether they are alive or dead 
because we all ran in different 
directions.”

Another survivor Alhaji Sani 
Shuabu said he was on his way 
from Abuja to Bauchi with three 
other people to deliver building 
materials when they were stopped 
by a group of protesting youths 
carrying knifes, cudgels and sticks

at a junction.
He said the youths started 

raining insults on them and asked 
them to alight from the vehi­
cle after which they descended 
on them, beating them. He said 
they ran but were pursued by the 
youths, hauling large stones at 
them. Shuaibu, who had a deep 
cut on his wrist and in the back, 
said he was rescued by two mobile 
policemen he run into.

Police spokesman ASP 
Mohammed Lerama confirmed 
that there was “problem” in the 
Riyom area, but said he could not 
speak on the matter yet because 
state police commissioner had 
gone to the scene to ascertain the 
situation.

Assistant Army Public Rela­
tions Officer Lt-Colonel Galadima 
Shekari said troops were on their 
way to the scene of the incident at 
the time of filing this report

State Commissioner of Infor­
mation Gregory Yenlong said 
when he heard about the incident

he called the Riyom local govern­
ment chairman to confirm, and 
was told there was problem. He 
said the chairman pledged to call 
him back and brief him over the 
incident, but was yet to do that 
as at the time our correspondent 
called.

AFP news agency reported that 
the military exhumed seven bod­
ies from fresh, shallow graves in 
the area. The bodies were buried 
in remote forests of Tahoss.

Former minister of state for 
information and communication, 
Alhaji Dasuki Ibrahim Nakande, 
said from the reports he got from 
members of his community, no 
less than nine innocent passersby 
were killed by the Berom youths.

He said Governor Jonah Jang 
must be held responsible for the 
killing of innocent persons and 
must be prevailed upon by his col­
league governors to own up and 
take responsibility for the killing 
since the youths were from his 
ethnic group.
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NIMET cautions N/East 
farmers on early planting
From Sharafa Oauda and Yahaya 
Ibrahim, Maiduguri

FOLLOWING last week’s rainfalls 
in Yola, some parts of Yobe State 
and drizzles on the outskirts of 
Maiduguri, Borno State, all in the 
North East, the zonal office of the 
Nigerian Meteorological Agency 
(NIMET) has cautioned farmers 
in the zone against early planting 
as the rainfalls were caused by fluc­
tuation in the inter-tropical con­
vergence zone oscillation (forward 
and backward) movement, result­
ing in moisture presence. The

Northeast Zonal Manager of the 
Agency Malam Zakariyau Darazo 
said this yesterday in Maiduguri.

According to Malam Darazo, 
the inter-tropical convergence 
zone is a line dividing the north­
east trade zones and the southwest, 
which keeps fluctuating along wind 
directions. “If it is moving towards 
the north, it can move up and then 
come down. So, these rains have 
come at this time, when the oscil­
lation movement has moved to the 
northeast.

So it came with some moisture. 
And that is what brought in that

rain. But now the oscillation move­
ment has moved back south wards 
again. It keeps on fluctuating until 
it gets to the north and even outside 
the country.

“We told people earlier in the 
year that rainfall prediction for the 
2010 would be begin from around 
June. So for us to start experiencing 
rainfall in April, the implication is 
that people may want to start farm­
ing activities. With the first rain, 
they would think it is the begin­
ning of the rainy season. They can 
clear the farms, but not to go into 
planting because it is not yet the

rainy season. There is difference 
between rainfall and the onset of 
the rains. These rains that have just 
fallen in some parts of the North­
east of recent are not enough to 
embark on farming,” the NIMET 
spokesperson warned.

Malam Darazo added that 
farmers should wait until the 
onset of the rains begin, especially 
in Maiduguri, so that they do not 
go into planting their crops when 
the temperatures get very high due 
to shortfall in rain, and lead to the 
destruction of their seedlings and 
waste their scarce resources.

. .  j r *  m
FROM  left: C hairm an , Africans fo r U tility  Regulations (AFUR), Prof. Assi Benie, A dm in is trato r, N a tio n al E lectric ity  R egu lato ry  
Commission (NERC), Im am uddeen  Talba and M in ister of State fo r Power Nuhu Somo W ya, during  th e  7th  annual conference and  
G eneral Assembly o f AFUR in Abuja, yesterday.
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Commission recovers N21 bn from corporations

From Ismail Mudashir and Mar­
yam Ahmadu-Suka

THE Fiscal Responsibility 
Commission (FRC) has recov­
ered N21 billion as operating 
surplus of 18 federal corpo­
rations, the Head of Strategic 
Communication Dr. Adewumi 
Abitoye has said.

Speaking during a courtesy 
visit to Governor Mohammed 
Namadi Sambo of Kaduna 
State, he said the money was 
recovered from the corpora­
tions following efforts of the 
commission. He said the 
money which was recovered in 
2009 had since been remitted to 
the Federation Account. “The 
corporations are supposed 
to be remitting 80 per cent of 
their profits to the Federation 
Account and use the remaining 
20 per cent but they don’t, due 
to our efforts, we were able to 
recover this amount”, he said.

Earlier in his address, the

chairman of the commission, 
Alhaji Aliyu Jibril Yelwa, advo­
cated for the diversification of 
the country’s economy from 
oil, saying the over-reliance on 
oil posed a serious challenge to 
the country. While stressing 
the need for a strong and relia­
ble development plan, he urged 
state governments to establish 
fiscal committees similar to 
that of the Federal Govern­
ment to address development 
challenges.

Governor Sambo com­
mended efforts of the com­
mission and assured that the 
state government would soon 
establish a fiscal responsibility 
committee.

The governor who was 
represented by the Secretary 
to the State Government Mr. 
Waje Yayok said the govern­
ment had realized the need to 
develop the agricultural poten­
tials of the state in an effort to 
diversify the revenue sources of 
the state.

Bankole row not opposition affair -  Ndume
From Isa Umar Gusau, Maiduguri

MINORITY Leader in the House 
of Representatives Mohammed 
Ali Ndume says the purported 
moves being made to oust Speaker 
Oladimeji Bankole is a power tus­
sle among PDP members and not 
a business of opposition members.

Ndume who spoke with our 
correspondent yesterday in a tele­
phone chat said the PDP men were 
flexing muscles in search of power, 
noting that the party had never 
been serious and committed to 
good governance in Nigeria since 
1999 when it came into power.

Ndume who represents 
Gwoza, Damboa and Chibok 
federal constituency of Borno 
under the ANPP, said the opposi­
tion would only take position on 
the purported impeachment if 
charges supported by facts were 
presented before the House which 
would show whether the Speaker is 
innocent of impeachable offences 
or guilty.

“If you recall, during the 
impeachment of the former

Speaker, the opposition parties 
were active because either group 
relied on us, we supported the 
impeachment on the strength of 
facts concerning charges brought 
against the leadership.

Now, I just returned to the 
country, I am hearing rumours 
that there are impeachment moves 
going on, well, from all I know, this 
is just a PDP affair, it is a fight for 
power between pro-Yar’adua and 
pro-Jonathan members of the PDP. 
The party is divided because since 
it came on board, the PDP has 
always personalised public offices.

When Yar’adua was in charge, 
the government was all about 
people close to him and now that 
Jonathan is in charge, the people 
around him also think they should 
have power.

That is how confused and 
unpatriotic the PDP has always 
been, there are PDP members who 
wish to hold offices even if they last 
one week in office, that shows the 
level of power tussle in the party 
rather than purposeful govern­
ance”, he said.

Police rescue 
kidnapped NIF0R DG

From Vincent Egunyanga, Benin

BARELY twenty four hours after 
the Inspector General of Police 
Ogbonna Onovo warned the 
Edo State police command on 
the high rate of kidnapping in 
the state, the command has freed 
a kidnap victim from kidnappers 
in Benin.

The victim, Dr. Dere Okiy, an 
Executive Director of the National 
Institute for Oil Palm Research 
(NIFOR) was whisked by a gang 
at about 4.45pm on Monday but 
regained freedom at 11pm same 
day. He was on his way home 
from the office when the gun men 
attacked him. One of his security 
aides was shot in the process.

Dr. Okiy who narrated his 
ordeal before newsmen at a news 
conference organised by the Edo 
State Commissioner of Police, 
Kachi Udeoji, commended the 
police for the swift response to the 
distress call. “They dragged me out 
of my vehicle and put me inside the 
booth of their vehicle and drove off 
on high speed. They later stopped 
and dragged me into a bush. They 
removed my wedding ring, wrist 
watch and handsets. They also 
removed my tie and used it to tie 
my hands.

“They asked me to cooperate 
with them that everything would 
be fine as soon as they got in touch 
with my wife. They also warned me 
that they did not want the police to 
be involved in it or else they would 
kill me. Later, three of them went 
out to get food, leaving one behind 
to watch over me. After a very long 
time, the three did not return, the 
other made effort to call but there 
was no network.

Lamido questions 
rationale for Iwu's sack
From Yusha'u A Ibrahim, Dutse

ACTING President Dr. Goodluck 
Jonathan, state governors and other 
elected office holders should relin­
quish their respective seats if they 
allow the removal of chairman of 
the Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) Professor 
Maurice Iwu, Jigawa State Gover­
nor Sule Lamido said Monday in 
Dutse.

Governor Lamido said while 
receiving the Deputy Inspector 
General in-charge of A’ Depart­
ment, DIG Uba Bala Ringim, “If 
Professor Maurice Iwu is being 
regarded as evil by certain peo­
ple within the government, they 
should not forget that it is the 
same person that conducted the 
elections that saw them into their 
various offices, hence they should 
also see their elections and govern­
ments as evil as well”.

Lamido said he owed no one 
any apology for making such a 
statement, adding, “If Maurice 
Iwu should be removed as a result 
of pressures from certain groups 
or America, then the president of 
this country and all elected persons 
including myself that were elected 
under the supervision of the INEC 
chairman should honourably relin­
quish our respective offices as well”.

Lamido suggested thaf Iwu 
should only vacate his position- 
on the account that his tenure has 
expired.
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States yet to provide over 70 
million doses of malaria drug

By Ruby Leo

EFFORTS by the federal govern­
ment to meet the deadline set by 
international bodies to eradicate 
malaria may suffer setback if states 
are unable to provide the remain­
ing 70 million doses needed to 
adequately cover the population.

Mining: Minister 
moves to attract 
foreign investors
By Abdulkadir Badsha Mukhtar

MINISTER of Mines and Steel 
Development Arch. Musa 
Mohammed Sada has promised to 
collaborate with other ministries 
and relevant government agen­
cies to move the sector forward 
and attracting investors.

Sada made the comment yes­
terday when Minister of state for 
Interior Mr. Humphrey Aba vis­
ited him in Abuja.

Sada said, “We can only move 
forward appropriately and prop­
erly by cooperating with others in 
areas we can help one another to 
achieve results.”

He said to attract a lot of inter­
national expertise and investors 
with funds from “all walks of life”, 
there is the need for a cordial rela­
tionship among stakeholders.

Minister of State for Interior 
Mr. Humphrey Aba said there is 
need for good working relation­
ship between the two ministries 
as investors from across the world 
have to come through the minis­
try of interior for their relevant 
Immigration documents.

Riot control: Police 
want more teargas
By Misbahu Bashir

THE FCT Police Command said 
it wants more riot control facilities 
including teargas and other close 
range facilities.

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police in charge of Operations in 
the FCT Stephen Ekpei said this 
when Deputy Inspector General 
of Police (Operations) from the 
force headquarters John Hamza 
Amadu visited the command.

Ekpei said it is not ideal for 
policemen to face rioters with 
long range guns and other danger­
ous weapons. DIG Hamza Amadu 
said the crime rate in Abuja has 
gone down and the Inspec­
tor General of Police Ogbonna 
Onovo is compiling the needs 
of the policemen with a view to 
addressing them. ■ Meanwhile, 
FCT Police Commissioner John 
Haruna told the DIG that offic­
ers of the command are not ben­
efiting from the National Heath 
Insurance Scheme project in spite 
of salary deduction.

Minister of state for Health 
Alhaji Suleiman Bello said this at 
a press briefing to mark the 2010 
World Malaria day in Abuja.

He said Nigeria would need 
about 153million doses of malaria 
drugs for both the private and pub­
lic sector.

Bello said so far the govem-

ByAisha Umar Agaie

PERMANENT Secretary of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Ambassador Martin Uhomoibhi 
said there would be zero tolerance 
for corruption and other conduct 
unbecoming of Foreign Service 
Officers.

He made the statement during 
a workshop for Foreign Service 
Officers at the Auditorium of the 
Institute for Peace and Conflict 
Resolution in Abuja.

The permanent secretary 
said the workshop was a serious 
business, rather than a jamboree, 
instructing the director in charge 
to take a roll-call of officers, and 
report back to him, pointing out

ment has provided 83milllion 
doses, leaving a gap of about 70 
million doses which are supposed 
to be filled by states and local gov­
ernment.

The minister said the federal 
government alone cannot ade­
quately run the malaria race with­
out effective collaboration from

that the list of attendance would 
help him make future decision.

Speaking at occasion, Direc­
tor-General of Bureau of Public 
Procurement Engr. Emeka Ezeh 
told the participants that the 
bureau hopes to take Nigeria to a 
level where the best practices in 
public procurement are imple­
mented in the overall interest of 
national development.

He said if the public contract­
ing system is governed by the 
principles of integrity, transpar­
ency, competence as well as com­
petitiveness as national ethos, a 
good ground would have been 
provided for the social, cultural 
and technological advancement 
of the country.

state and local governments.
“I also appeal to states to help 

fill existing commodity gaps in 
addition to strengthening and 
empowering state malaria con­
trol programmes within the con­
text of integrated disease control,” 
he said.

Earlier the coordinator of the

National Malaria Control Pro­
gramme Dr Folake Majekodunmi 
said Nigerians’ behavioural change 
is one of the greatest challenges 
being faced by the programme.

She said a lot will be accom­
plished if Nigerians adhered to the 
preventive measures of eradicating 
malaria.
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Afribank chairman, 4 directors face trial today
By Boco Edet

CHAIRMAN Board of Directors of Afri bank 
and four other Directors are to be charged 
before the Federal High Court in Lagos today 
for allegedly misappropriating depositors 
funds totaling N67 billion.

They were arrested by the Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) on 
Tuesday and kept in custody pending their 
arraignment today.

EFCC’s Spokesman Femi Babafemi said

the bank chiefs arrested include Osa Osunde 
(Chairman), Jibrin Isa, Isa Zailani and 
Chinedu Onye.

Already the anti-graft agency had arraigned 
the former chief executive of the bank Sebas­
tian Adigwe and others said to be at large 
before the same court on a 36 count charge 
for allegedly granting credit facilities worth 
almost N 150billion between 2008 and 2009 
without adequate security among others. The 
bank chief pled not guilty to all the charges.

EFCC is investigating some banks indicted

by the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) for 
granting non-performing loans of over N1 
trillion.

The affected banks were Afri bank, Bank 
PHB, Union Bank, Intercontinental Bank, 
Oceanic Bank, Fin bank, Spring Bank, Equi- 
torial Trust bank and Wema Bank.

So far the EFCC has recovered over N171 
billion from high profile debtors, including 
top operators of the stock market and the oil 
industry, government agencies, connected 
businessmen owing the banks.

FG will not to tolerate corruption -  Perm sec Judge disqualifies self in suit against Keyamo
By Atika Balal

A Federal Capital Territory (FCT) 
High Court Judge has disqualified 
himself from further hearing a case 
filed by the Comptroller-General of 
the Nigeria Customs Service against 
Lagos based lawyer Festus Keyamo.

The Customs CG Abdullahi 
Inde Dikko, through his counsel 
Amobi Nzelu, had asked the court 
to commit Keyamo to prison for 
contempt of court but the court 
ordered that he appear before it at 
the next adjourned date.

But last week, Keyamo filed an 
application before the court asking 
the trial judge in the contempt pro­
ceedings filed against him to dis­
qualify himself from hearing and 
determining the matter.

Justice Abubakar Talba said he 
disqualified himself in the interest 
of justice and referred the case to the 
Chief Judge of the FCT high court 
for re-assignment

Dikko, who is being accused of 
forging his West African Examina­
tion Council (WAEC) certificate 
and that of the Nigerian Institute 
of Management, had last year sued 
Keyamo and the Scroll Magazine 
for defamation.

He had asked the court for an 
interim order restraining Keyamo 
and the magazine from publishing 
any libelous statement concerning 
him.

The court had in turn restrained 
Keyamo and his agents from pub­
lishing anything libelous against 
Dikko.
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Kano shuts 44 private schools
From Jaafar Jaafar, Kano

THE Kano State government has dosed down 44 private 
schools for operating without licences and failure to upgrade 
their facilities.

Announcing this yesterday at a news conference organised 
by the state Ministry of Information, the state Commissioner 
for Education Alhaji Musa Salihu said the ministry shut the 
schools in order to sanitise the activities of privatelyowned 
schools.

The commissioner sai4 that out of the 44 sealed schools, 
27 were registered but kept operating without upgrading their

facilities. He said the remaining 16 were found to be operating 
without licences. He said the ministry was finding it difficult 
to employ regulatory mechanisms or fully supervise the activi­
ties of the schools due to the growing number of the schools 
and their private status.

“Currendy, there are 850 private schools operating in Kano. 
So it is imperative to have a regulatory body under the ministry 
that will be mandated to supervise their activities,” he said.

On the mass failure in the NECO/WAEC examinations, 
the commissioner said only five per cent got five credits and 
above in Kano State.

“The situation in Kano is a relatively rosier. In other states,

you will see that only 1.5 percent to 2 per cent got five credits 
and above,” said the commissioner.

The commissioner also disclosed that the rate of illiteracy 
in the state had reduced from 41.8 per cent to 39.3 per cent. 
“From 2003 till date, a total of 114 adults have enrolled in the 
agency’s basic literacy programme, out of which 95,100 were 
successful,” Salihu said.

While enumerating the achievements of the ministry, 
Alhaji Salihu said under the State Education Sector Project 
(SESP), the ministry had expended N1,783,770 on purchasing 
core text books, teachers’ guides and workbooks for primary 
and junior secondary schools.
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FROM left: M inister of State for Health Alhaji Suleiman Bello, National Coordinator, National M alaria Control Pro­
gram m e (NMCP) Dr. Folake Adem ola-M ajekodunm i and Chairm an, W orld M alaria Day Organising Com m ittee  
Sir Patrick Ikem efuna, during the ministerial press conference on World M alaria Day 2010 in Abuja yesterday.

Zamfara to sack absentee teachers
From Sadeeq Aliyu, Gusau

THE Zamfara State State Commissioner for Science and 
Technical Education Alhaji Ibrahim Sani Bakura has directed 
the state’s Science Teachers Board to sack any teacher who 
abstains from work for one month without notice.

The commissioner who gave the order while on an inspec­
tion tour of one of the schools under his ministry expressed 
concern over the rate of absenteeism by teachers.

“Reports reaching me indicate that some of our teachers 
stay away from school for some days or months without any 
notice while some who claimed to be on study leave are not 
in the universities. We also gathered that some have secured 
other jobs in Abuja and other places, but they want continue

receiving our salaries”, he said.
He warned that henceforth, any teacher who absconds 

from duty for one day would be queried. He added that the 
ministry would not hesitate to terminate the appointment 
of anyone who is found to be unserious.

He said government was committed to ensuring that all 
ongoing classrooms and hostel projects were completed 
before the end of this administration. Bakura also said gov­
ernment had approved the supply of laboratory equipment 
and instructional materials for both science and technical 
subjects.

The principal of the school, Alhaji Sani Aliyu Moriki, ear­
lier complained of inadequate classrooms and hostels and 
urged speedy completion of the new buildings.

Hearing on Plateau m/cycle 
operators for May 17
From Mahmud Lalo, Jos

A Federal High Court in Jos 
has fixed May 17, 2010 for 
hearing on the sujt filed by 
commercial motorcyclists 
against the state government’s 
ban on their operations in Jos 
and Bukuru metropolis.

It would be recalled that 
they had through their counsel, 
Barrister Muhammed Lawal 
Ishaq, filed a case in court on 
Fd>ruary 22 against the state 
government, the Plateau State 
Assembly as well as the state 
Attorney General challenging

the ban on their operation.
The motorcyclists want an 

order directing the respondents 
not to infringe cm their rights by 
promulgating a law prohibit­
ing the use of motorcycles for 
commercial purposes as doing 
so would deprive them of their 
means of livelihood, which is 
protected under section 34 of 
the Constitution.

The case was initially 
scheduled for March 9, but 
was later fixed for April 20 
and later moved to May 17 
because courts are not sitting 
at the moment

Adamu receives community 
title
From Hir Joseph, lafia

FORMER Nasarawa State 
Governor Abdullahi Ada­
mu has been conferred 
with the highest traditional 
title in his ethnic group, the 
Adawajiti Afo.

The title makes Adamu the 
traditional guide and protec­
tor of the Afo people and 
makes him eligible to sit with 
the paramount ruler of his 
community, Alhaji Abdulr- 
rahaman Otto, to take vital 
decisions for the people.

The conferment was

made at Udege Development 
Area under the Nasarawa 
Local Government Area 
of the state before a large 
crowd of associates of the 
former governor, including 
a former deputy governor of 
the state, Halilu Bala Usman 
and the Emir of Lafia Mus- 
taphaAgwai.

Adamu told the crowd 
that the honour came to 
him as a surprise, but that he 
accepted it with a promise to 
make positive contributions 
to the development of Afo 
people.

Kano NBA elects new exco
From La wan Danjuma Adamu, 
Kano

THE Kano State chapter of 
the Nigerian Bar Association 
Monday elected new execu­
tives to run its affairs. The 
election was held at the Kano 
High Court complex.

The positions of the 
chairman, vice chairman 
and treasurer were con­
tested for while other candi­
dates were returned unop­
posed Abdulrazaq Aikawa 
emerged Chairman while 
Ubi Ujum Eteng was elected 
the Vice Chairman, Abdul­
lahi La wan Musa, Secretary, 
Ibrahim Garba Warn, Assist­
ant Secretary and Aminu Sani 
Gadanya, Social Director.

Others are, Idris Ibrahim 
Haruna, Financial Secre­
tary, Abdulsalam A Misbau,

Treasurer, Salisu Mohammed 
Tahir, Publicity Secretary and 
Ibrahim Aliyu Nassarawa as 
National Delegate.

The election was con­
ducted by a three-man dec 
toral committee which had 
Dde Olaniyan as its Chair­
man, Dalhatu Ibrahim 
Daneji the Vice Chairman 
and Nurudeen Ishola as Sec­
retary.

The new executives have 
been issued certificates of 
return by the electoral com­
mittee chairman, Barrister 
Olaniyan. They are to man 
the assodation for two years.

The electoral committee 
chairman, Barrister Olani­
yan, charged the new leader­
ship to live up to expectation, 
saying they should strive for 
the independence and integ­
rity of the judidary.

Bakolori irrigation workers 
sued over rent default
From Sadeeq Aliyu, Gusau

WORKERS on the Bakolori 
Dam irrigation project have 
been taken before the rent 
tribunal in Gusau, Zamfara 
State, over their alleged fail­
ure to pay backlogs of rents 
on their residential quarters.

The quarters which has 
several housing units was 
initially owned by the Sokoto 
Rima River Basin Develop­
ment Authority (SRRBDA) 
which rented them out to 
staff of the authority, but was 
said to have been sold to the 
Abdu Gusau Polytechnic in 
Zamfara without notifying 
the tenants.

The polytechnic had filed 
an affidavit praying the tri­
bunal to pay the rent arrears, 
adding that the area known

as^  Colony’ had already 
been sold to the polytechnic 
by the River Basin Authority. 
TTie tenants are however say­
ing that they are not owing 
any rent arrears, but had 
been paying rents through 
monthly deductions from 
their salaries.

The tribunal, presided 
over by Justice Aminu Jinaidu 
Kaura has adjourned the case 
to April 22,2010.

^ T h e  tenants 
are however 
saying that 
they are not 
owing any 
rent arrears.
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Kuru victims sue PSC, 
IGP, Plateau govt
From Ahmed Mohammed, 
Jos

VICTIM S of the January 
crisis in Kuru Karama, 
Plateau State have filed 
a suit against the Police 
Service Commission 
(PSC) Inspector General 
o f Police (IGP), the Pla­
teau State government 
and four others, claim­
ing N100 billion as dam­
ages. 150 people includ­

ing women and children 
were reportedly killed 
and stuffed inside a well 
during the crisis.

In a suit filed yesterday 
by counsel to the victims, 
Barrister Ahmed Garba, 
before the Federal High 
Court in Jos,the victims 
alleged that though there 
was a security breach in 
Jos on January 17,it was 
contained by security 
operatives, but that the

defendants’ actions led 
to the escalation of the 
crises.

They added that the 
killings started after the 
former Plafeau State 
Commissioner o f Police 
Mr Gregory! Anyanting 
made some ‘careless state­
ments’. Ahmed Garba 
said his clients lived in 
peace and harmony with 
one another ifor over 40 
years before the incident.

Over 1,000 intending 
pilgrims in Katsina LG 
jostle for 211 seats
From Lawal Ibrahim, Katsina

ABOUT 1,100 intending 
pilgrims are jostling for 
the 211 seats allotted the 
Katsina Local Government 
Area in Katsina State.

The seats were allocated 
to 11 wards in the local gov­
ernment based on numeri­
cal strength. Our corre­
spondent gathered that

about 1000 indigenes of 
the local government have 
been forced to go to other 
local government areas 
with fewer intending pil­
grims to secure seats while 
others are planning to go to 
other states.
THE person in charge of 
the distribution of hajj seats 
in the local government 
and the state’s Attorney

General Muntari Ibrahim 
introduced a ballot system 
in all the wards for the seats.

A hajj official in the 
state, who spoke to our cor­
respondent said the prob­
lem was caused by some 
pilgrims who insist on 
embarking on the exercise 
every year denying others 
the opportunity to partici­
pate.

Al-Mustapha: Court 
adjourns hearing to May 19
From Benjamin Auta, Lagos

A Lagos High Court in Vic­
toria Island presided over by 
Justice Mufutau Olokoba has 
fixed May 19 for the defence 
counsel to cross examine the 
prosecution witness in the 
case involving the former 
Chief Security Officer (CSO) 
to th£ late Head of State 
General Sani Abacha, Major 
Hamza Al-Mustapha and 
three others.

Major Al-Mustapha, 
Commissioner of Police 
James Danbaba, Jibrin Bala 
Yakubu and Mohammed 
Rabo Lawal have been stand­
ing trial for over 10 years now 
on the allegation that they 
masterminded the death of 
late Kuburat Abiola and an 
attempt on the life of the pro­
prietor of the Guardian News­
paper, Mr. Alex Ibru.

Earlier, prosecution wit­
ness, Mr. Felix Ugbaugwu, 
an Assistant Inspector Gen­
eral of Police (AIG) identified 
three video tapes tendered by 
the prosecution led by Pedro 
Lawal from the Special Inves­
tigation Panel (SIP).

“The first tape contains 
the report of an alleged terror­
ist attack and plans to counter 
it by the third accused, Sgt 
Rogers and Katako,”he said.

He added that the second 
tape showed Mr. Sunday Mai- 
chibi’s trip to Abuja and back 
to Lagos to see the Inspector 
General of Police on the mat­
ter while the third tape con­
tains a confrontation between 
the second defendant Mr. 
James Danbaba, Sgt Rogers 
and Katako on the matter.

The AIG added that the 
SIP report was sent to the 
Deputy Inspector General of 
Police in charge of the Crimi­
nal Investigation Department 
at the Force headquarters, 
Mrs A. Ojomo, for onward 
delivery to the Attorney Gen­
eral of the Federation (AGF). 
Mr. Ugbaugwu added that the 
matter was handed over to the 
Lagos State government on 
the recommendation of the 
Attorney General because the 
accused persons committed a 
state offence.

The defence counsel 
could not cross examine the 
witness because original cop­
ies of the tapes tendered by 
the prosecution had not been 
given to them as ordered by 
the court.

Justice Okoloba ordered 
the prosecution to provide 
the original copies of the 
tapes and adjourned the mat­
ter to May 19 and 20 as well as 
25,26 and 27.

Kidnapping in Edo 
highest in zone - DIG
From Vincent Egunyanga, Benin

INSPECTOR General of Police 
Ogbonna Onovo has said that 
the rate of kidnapping in Edo 
State is the highest in Zone 5 of 
the police command. The com­
mands that make up Zone 
5 include Edo, Delta and 
Bayelsa States.

The Inspector Gen­
eral, who was represented 
in Benin by the Dep­
uty Inspector General 
of Police ‘C’ Depart­
ment Udom Udo Ekpou- 
dom, said this while on an 
inspection tour of com­
mands under, zone 5 of

the police command.
He therefore called on 

the Edo State Police Com­
mand to check kidnapping 
in the state, saying the sit­
uation was unacceptable.

He also called on senior 
officers in the zone to check 
the activities of junior offic­
ers, especially those at the 
checkpoints.

Responding, the Assist­
ant Inspector General of 
Police in charge of zone 5 
AIG Mohammed Abubakar 
told the visiting DIG that 
there were some logistics 
problems facing the zone 
and appealed for help.
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6 6  ByTunde Asaju

The lamentations of Hamman

6 6  By Muhammad Ajah

Would Iwu's departure or 
retention make any difference?S ince the politicians have 

settled down with Good- 
luck Jonathan, it appears 
as if  with Jonathan, noth­
ing can go wrong. And like 

a good bride, the acting President 
flew a sizeable bird to Washing­
ton DC and had_a handshake with 
Barack, the man of the moment. I 
was told he took lessons in handling 
the fork and knife as he dined with 
the first family o f the world.

Like a good student, Jonathan 
listened to all the tantrums that the 
Americans could throw, and like an 
old parent, he calmed them down. 
He even assured them that if Dame 
Pat did not cook well, he was ready 
to seek extra lessons from Dora, 
provided the Americans continue 
to call him a good boy. I like leaders 
who in the presence o f Americans 
do not pretend that they rule sov­
ereign nations capable o f taking its 
own decisions.

S overeignty as some o f you 
know is relative and except 
American troops are in your 

country reducing unemployment 
at home, you cannot expect to be 
treated as well as Hamid Karzai. If  
you don’t know what I mean, please

How can he raise such 
a false alarm that 
because government 
has been spending 
money, Nigeria would 
go for broke?

ask Madam Clinton who had to eat 
her words when Karzai reminded 
her that it takes only a few days of not 
shaving to grow a Taliban beard and 
disappear in the ubiquitous moun­
tains o f Tora Bora. I wish I could 
say so about the rock of Aso. And it 
ought to have been so, but for a man 
called Hamman Tukur.

T he man who heads a power­
fully powerless commission 
that is supposed to appro­

bate and reprobate our finances has 
been crying wolf. That is, apart from 
using some o f his commissioners as 
occasional punching bags, the man 
has added to his controversy-stud­
ded cap the title o f prophet o f doom. 
Tukur has been making predictions, 
and if  his foresight is taken seriously, 
the boyish smile crisping the face of 
our Acting President could disap­
pear for a frown. But I think, having 
returned from America, he ought to 
have learnt to ignore the screaming 
headlines of Nigerian newspapers. A 
politician once told me that if  you 
live by what you read in the papers, 
you may be tempted to stay in your 
watering hole and die there.

So, most Nigerians have learnt 
to avoid stressful situations by not 
reading most o f the things they 
see in newspapers. As for Tukur, 
methinks he has been sleeping for 
a long time since the last boxing

round at the Central Business Dis­
trict. Methinks too, that because of 
the proximity o f his office to that of 
the CBN, he must have been hallu­
cinating about how much is in the 
excess crude account. Otherwise, 
how did he know that the account is 
almost depleted? How can he raise 
such a false alarm that because gov­
ernment has been spending money, 
Nigeria would go for broke? I mean, 
what is Lamido Sanusi’s business if 
not to tell the guys at the Mint to 
print more naira? After all, Soludo 
has stopped the wasteful venture of 
printing them abroad. And nobody 
should blame him if he also ingenu­
ously ordered the mint to print more 
anytime it looks like there will be no 
more fresh cash to carry on the party 
at Wadata Plaza.

This is why I am very suspicious 
about this wolf crying by Hamman.
Is the man suddenly getting close to 
retirement and realizing that there 
may not be enough money left in 
the excess crude account to pay his 
severance package? Or is he afraid 
that his allowances may be cut? 
Because, from what I hear from the 
other experts, the money is meant 
for the raining day, and if  he asked 
Idang Alibi, you do not wait until 
the waters reach your knee before 
befriending the ferryman. So, what 
is wrong if  government spends rainy 
day money buying umbrellas in har- 
mattan?

H amman is giving tongue 
wagers something to chew 
with his recent outburst. 

Because, I hear a little bird tell me 
that a country with 150 million pop­
ulation but generating less than 2000 
megawatts o f electricity and trans­
mitting less than half that amount 
is truly broke. Then I heard a fish 
swimming past and saying that a 
country whose assemblymen did 
not pass five laws other than appro­
priation bills in three years is equally 
broke.

A country that is 50 years old but 
cannot organize simple elections 
is truly broke. And a nation where 
armed robbers operate by night and 
hand over to kidnappers by day is 
also broke. A country whose roads is 
messed up by accidents and cracked 
by overloaded trailers instead of 
working its rail lines is broke. A 
nation whose schools close down 
for longer than they remain open; 
and whose certificates are as worthy 
as toilet paper, is seriously and truly 
broke.

S o, which broke is Hamman 
Tukur talking about? The 
poor have moved from 0-1-0 

to 0-0-0 and their tear glands have 
dried. And somebody once told me 
that he who is down needs fear no 
fall. Maybe Hamman is afraid of 
losing his tea and travel allowance. 
Otherwise, we have known for long * 
that Nigeria is truly -  broke. The 
question is how do we fix it, who 
do we ask to fix it and for how long 
would we have to wait to fix it?

(tundeasaju@yahoo.co.uk)

T he Chairman of Independ­
ent National Electoral Com­
mission (INEC), Professor 
Maurice Iwu, has not only 
seen the fiery face of acute 

criticism in Nigerian politics, but may 
have felt the touches of divine warning 
from the Holy Scriptures if ever he could 
accept repentance.

Since after the successful but heavily 
flawed general elections in 2007, there 
have been several calls to overhaul the 
electoral system through what former 
President Olusegun Obasanjo coined as 
electoral reform. Yes, the elections were 
flawed to the extent that the first benefi­
ciary, President Umaru Musa Yar’Adua 
confessed it. Evidences are still rife till 
today. It is very sad that nearly-three 
years after the conduct of the general so- 
called elections, some of the politicians 
declared as winners by the Iwu-led INEC 
are ousted out of office. Senator Emordi 
may yet not be the last.

The Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) as the name sounds 
is supposed to be the beginning and basis 
for positive change in Nigeria. I read with 
amusement INEC’s campaign posters 
scattered on the walls of Nigerian cities 
especially before elections. Inscriptions 
on such posters read: “Cast your vote -  
it’s your right! Say no to rigging. Say no to 
violence. Election is no war!” Invariably, 
these words are created to convince the 
public that INEC was sincere and very 
ready to do the nation proud by doing 
the right thing. On the other hand, the 
inscriptions speak volumes of the fail­
ure of the whole system because results 
from such elections have hardly shown 
that the people’s votes count.

Can the read among
w w the masses keep their

dignity and Nigerian
nobility and say no to
electoral frauds and
violence?

B ecause of this apparent failure of 
the system - a collective corrobora­
tion between the government and 

the seemingly learned governed - hold­
ing credible elections have been a night­
mare. So it has been that every boss of the 
national electoral body faced queries at 
different levels. Some were faced will calls 
for investigations over alleged corrupt 
practices. Some were faced with the calls 
for outright termination of appointment. 
And some were faced with death threats.

However, the controversy over Iwu’s 
stay or sack must be handled with utmost 
caution. Those who support his sack, or 
oppose his reappointment after the expi­
ration of his tenure next June, claim that 
it will be a big relief and good news to 
all Nigerians. They claim that he has lost 
confidence of all Nigerians as an unbi­
ased umpire to preside over the nation’s 
electoral body, adding that it would also 
be a good signal to the ongoing electoral 
reforms on course.

This category of people may yet be 
unaware that Iwu’s appointment and 
sack are guided by constitutional provi­
sions. The appointment is tenured and 
can only be terminated by a two-third 
majority of the Senate’s vote. Except the 
President decides otherwise as the case 
may be in Nigeria, he exerts his uncon­
stitutional powers, break into the Senate 
and gets his way.

It seems we must continue to remind 
ourselves that the system is a vicious cir­
cle. Iwu may not really be the cause, just 
as any minister in a Nigerian cabinet is 
incapacitated to make any meaningful 
change even if they tried to. If Nigerians 
-  including the politicians, the judiciary, 
the security operatives and the masses 
say that we can get it right, we will get 
it right

Can the Nigerian politician ever 
allow INEC to hold credible elections 
by not bribing their ways -  bribing the 
unscrupulous INEC officials, the unpat­
riotic security personnel, the malleable 
press outfits to blow their trumpets loud, 
the hungry community, religious and 
traditional youth leaders?

C an the judiciary always remain 
the last resort of justice by con- 
standy annulling the selection of 

the anointed and enforced candidate? 
Can the security operations sincerely 
allow the boxes not to be snatched or 
stuffed? Can the read among the masses 
keep their dignity and Nigerian nobility 
and say no to electoral frauds and vio­
lence? Can the press unite and fight more 
for full enthronement of democratic eth­
ics and values? Nigeria will be okay.

That said, however, even if Iwu is 
removed, our electoral woes would 
increase rather than decrease because 
the political machineries will not allow 
things to work right for the masses. It 
is true that who pays the piper dictates 
the tune. With the situation on ground 
till today, the grip of the presidency on 
INEC is such that whoever heads it must 
dance to the tune of the piper. Our sys­
tem has shown that corruption is the 
bane of development in every aspect we 
labour. Every new appointee has a dif­
ficult task to satisfy his or her financial 
needs, those of the immediate family 
members and the tribal men.

The next general elections are bare 
less than one year away. If it takes some 
Nigerian politicians the whole tenure of 
their appointment to solidify their per­
sonal gains, one will entertain little doubt 
that the appointment of a new INEC 
Chairman will be a wasteful venture. To 
get it clearly right, anyone who cares can 
imagine the level of lobby already going 
on to replace a yet not-vacant seat. What 
do we think the person who spends 
heavily or indulges in fetishism to get an 
appointment will offer the people? And 
at the end, the president is misled to 
appoint one who must be loyal to a fault, 
not for the people but for the pipers.

Iwu’s case should not trouble us any 
longer. Just in less than fifty days, the 
nation will begin to decide whether or 
not the 2011 general elections will be 
free and fair, with or without Iwu in the 
INEC.

Ajah wrote from Abuja (mobahaw- 
wah@yahoo.co. uk)
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And the petroleum 
ministry goes to ••• 
Bayelsa!

N igerians waited for who 
would clinch which 
post as the Easter break 
fades preparatory to 

the swearing in of Dr. Goodluck 
Jonathans fresh cabinet. There 
were speculations here and there 
as to the postings of the new Min­
isters. And trust Nigerians, some 
of the speculations turned out to 
be true; and this is especially true 
with regards to the Petroleum 
Ministry.

A lot of noise is however 
being made as to the rationale 
behind why the Acting President 
‘hijacked’ the juiciest Ministerial 
portfolio to his home State. Peo­
ple suddenly forget that we had 
just in the recent past a President 
who also doubled as the Petroleum 
Minister, and made away with it.

The noise being peddled 
around Mrs. Diezani Allison-

Send vour letters to letters@dailvtrust.com

Madueke’s choice reminded me 
of what a certain Mrs. Adekunle 
wrote in Daily Trust, Tuesday, 
10th July, 2007 who then was 
advocating for her kith and kin to 
be appointed the FCT Minister in 
then yet to be constituted Presi­
dent Yar’adua’s first cabinet. It is 
also worthy of note that her kith 
and kin possesses such compe­
tence, professional, bureaucratic 
and otherwise required for the 
office of Minister, especially the 
FCT she was canvassing for. But so 
does every other part of this coun - 
try; in fact I stand bold to say that if 
where I come from is to be used as 
yardstick, every local government 
area in this country can product a 
competent Ministerial candidate.

What those making the noise 
are perhaps unaware that Mr. Pres­
ident (in whose stead Dr. Good­
luck Jonathan is now acting) has 
the reserve to appoint whomso­
ever he feels is competent; and he 
(Mr. President) will be comfort­
able with. This is to say: the posi­
tion of a Minister of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria is more of a

Political Leadership position. This 
means that anyone from any part 
of the country once considered 
competent by Mr. President can 
be appointed.

Mrs Adekunle’s ethical frame 
of mind is one shared by many 
sentimentalized Nigerians when 
it comes to the issues of national 
progression. Attitudes like Mrs 
Adekunle’s and those crying 
over why Allison-Madueke was 
deployed to the Petroleum Minis­
try can only do more harm than 
good in a nation that is simply in 
need of God-fearing and compe­
tent leaders at all levels in order 
to move it out of its present sorry 
state. Mrs. Allison-Madueke being 
the first female to have risen to the 
position of Executive Director 
needed to be celebrated and be 
given also the chance to contribute 
in resolving the seemingly unend­
ing challenges in the Nation’s oil 
sector.

Philips Mbursa Ndahi, Block 
A, Sky Memorial Complex, Wuse 
Zone 5, Abuja (ndahiking@ 
yahoo.com)

Text us on 08131 8000 30
Re: Rep upbraids IBB over 

comment on youths

I say kudos to Dino Melaye. IBB 
got served and deserves more for 
insulting our sensibility... More 
crushing and weighty blows are 
coming straight at your face and 
any other ex-this and -that that 
wants to follow suit. IBB should 
be ashamed of himself to even 
think of contesting for presidency, 
despite the hardship his adminis­
tration caused the good people of 
Nigeria.
A. T. Mohammed, NuhuBamalli 
Polytechnic, Zaria, Kaduna 
State, 08065665107.

Prison break!
THE cases of jail break arise as 
a result of congestion and slow 
judicial decision-making. Some 
spend more than five years in jail

without trial; the authorities con­
cerned should try and reform the 
system to avoid recurrence. 
HARUN A. Imam, Kaduna, 
08038226335.

Re: Presidential system too 

expensive

IT  is interesting that Hamman 
Tukur would make this claim. 
Our leaders and their cohorts 
are taking us for a ride! Imagine, 
this same Tukur, whose commit­
tee recommended jumbo pay for 
political office holders and per­
manent secretaries, leaving the 
minimum at a paltry N6,500 is 
now singing a different song alto­
gether. In a serious country like 
China, one can imagine what his 
punishment would be for mis­
leading the nation.
ABUBAKAR S. T., Kano,

08099663312.

FCT failed first test
THE first failure of the FCT 
Minister is his rush to order the 
removal of speed bumps. Please 
let the emergency wards in FCT 
hospitals prepare to buy more 
equipment to handle the expected 
surge in accident victims. 
07068156281.

Leave the bumps alone!
JUST make them bigger and 

smoother, like those near SSS 
headquarters and no one will 
speed irresponsibly over them. 
Those shouting Remove! are reck­
less drivers who do not obey or 
understand traffic rule of slowing 
down at all junctions! They ruin 
their cars out of reckless regard for 
other road users.
08033056419.

By Abdul-Azeez Suleiman

2011: Yobe in safest pair of hands
I f  there is one lesson from the recent history of Yobe 

state, it is that Governor Ibrahim Gaidam has within 
a short time been able to stimulate in the people and 
government officials a feeling of interdependence by 
showing that they cannot always expect to take, but 

they must give as well. That way, the people have imbibed 
a spirit of commonality to face common tasks and jointly 
seek solutions.

This common resolve was strengthened by a chain of ade­
quate programmes rolled out by the administration. Among 
them is a systematic programme for women empowerment, 
on which the governor has persistently said he would not 
relent, equivocate, or excuse, saying that Yobe has not only 
founding fathers, but founding mothers as well. The impact 
of the administration’s commitment to this programme had 
breadth and depth, with huge improvements in girl’s access 
to education around the state already, indicating that the lit­
eracy rates for women, which used to trail far behind those of 
men, will be within a single digit of men’s by the end of May 
2011. Already girls now fare nearly as well as boys in primary 
and secondary enrolments in Yobe state.

The administration then unfolded a comprehensive 
action plan for the improvement of the lot of children, the 
elderly, the sick and all those people who for any reason are 
worse off than others.

To this end, the government has so far achieved the con­
struction of ultra-modern hospitals around the state and also 
renovated all the general hospitals in Gaidam, Gashua and 
Potiskum and re-equipped them to the tune of N 200 million. 
As a new health initiative, he also introduced a drug revolv­
ing scheme into which he invested well over N28 million. 
This structural improvement was complimented with the 
recruitment of expatriate medical doctors to help the indig­
enous medical officers man the upgraded health facilities.

The governor then went for a housing programme that 
aims to do away with discrimination once and for all and 
guarantee that in future there will no longer be prejudice 
against any family owning or renting a home. To actualize 
this dream, his government set out to construct 500 hous­
ing units across the 17 local government areas and in all the 
senatorial zones of the state including Damaturu, the state 
capital in addition to an imposing estate along the Maidiguri 
road made up of220 low-cost housing units with a mosque, 
a clinic, a primary school, a police station, corner shops and 
a fire service station.

Boosting the educational sector, Gaidam approved the 
implementation of the 27.5 percent teachers’ salary scale, 
TSS. To further equip the teachers to put in their best, many 
of them were sent on courses in core science subjects like 
mathematics, chemistry, physics and biology at the National 
Mathematical Centre, Abuja. Others were sent to the Uni­
versity of Ghana, University of Abuja and the National Edu­
cational Development Centre in Ondo state. He then estab­
lished the high standard Yobe Turkish International College 
at Mahmudu near Potiskum which has since become a centre 
of academic excellence.

This remarkable breakthrough in such a short period 
comes as a result of Gaidam’s commitment to the pursuit of 
a principle of “collective care, collective strength.” This prin­
ciple essentially means that leadership, spiced with care and 
compassion for all and by all, is the only practical action that 
is needed to help people lift themselves to their full poten­
tial. It also means that for a leader to be able to get and to 
give the standard care that his people require, he has to do it 
together with the people by stimulating and co-coordinating 
an environment that encourages everyone to contribute and 
every one to benefit; an environment in which everyone has 
responsibilities as much as everyone enjoys rights.

It is a principle, which Gaidam subscribes to, that when 
collective progress is collectively pursued, the weak becomes 
strong, the needy are lifted, the talent is given a chance to 
flourish, and the unemployed is turned into the employed 
contributor.

But he is also consciously aware that, noble as this idea 
of *all being contributors, and all being beneficiaries” may be, 
it can not be secured by most of the people most of the time 
if they’re just left to themselves, stranded, and isolated from 
government with their whole life chances dependent upon 
luck.

These are the building blocks that form the secret of Gaid­
am’s success in just a little over one year which guarantee that 
he will be re-elected as governor of Yobe in 2011.

Suleiman wrote from Wuse 11, Abuja (weekend.news@ 
yahoo.com)
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Sudan elections
T he Sudanese multiparty elections which took place for 

eight days from April 11 and ended early this week, were 
remarkable in that they were the first to be held in nearly 
a quarter of a century. The last democratic elections took 
place in 1986. The elections were proposed under a 2005 

peace accord that ended more than two decades of north-south war, and 
promised southerners a referendum in January 2011 on whether they 
should declare independence. Although the overwhelming majority of 
southerners are thought to favour separation, many had warned there 
was a risk of conflict in the build-up to the polls. More than 16 million 
registered voters cast their ballots in over 10,700 polling stations for 
the presidential candidates as well as regional governors and legislative 
and local representatives.

The elections had international dimensions, with intense geopoliti­
cal interests among world powers. Expectedly, reviews of the outcome of 
the elections in foreign capital have been mixed. The US released a state­
ment yesterday deploring what it said were electoral irregularities and 
blamed the government and the National Electoral Commission (NEC) 
for not anticipating them and taking steps to mitigate their effects.

Sudan’s Arab neighbours hailed the conduct of the polls, while Rus­
sia said they were “free and fair by African standards”.

Perhaps the fairest assessment of the polling was made by the Carter 
Centre: “While it is too early to offer a final overall assessment, it is 
apparent that the elections will fall sort of meeting international stand­
ards and Sudan’s obligations for genuine elections in many respects,” 
said a statement from the Centre, one of several groups observing the 
balloting. Opposition presidential candidates withdrew from the elec­
tion. Their withdrawal was moot because they did so after the deadline 
allowed by law, a decision that dismayed many of their backers and sup­
porters because the election process was part of a wider agreement that 
could determine the political future of Southern Sudan, which includes 
the Darfur region. Their withdrawal gave Sudan’s incumbent Presi­
dent Omar Hassan al-Bashir easy win. However, southern Sudanese 
still voted for the leader of the semi-autonomous government of South 
Sudan. The leader of the former Southern rebel Sudan Peoples Libera­
tion Movement (SPLM) contested against the former foreign Minister, 
Lam Akol for the leadership of the south.

Al- Bashir was the only presidential candidate in the election under 
the National Congress Party (NCP). He has pledged to invite opposi­
tion groups to join his government if he won the election in a bid to 
rekindle the faltering peace deal with the south. Bashir’s NCP and other 
northern parties had vowed to campaign against separation, although 
analysts have suggested that the north would be loath to lose control 
of the oil-rich south.

The Sudanese elections, like any in a country under intense inter­
national scrutiny, have had their drawbacks, it must be admitted that 
they represent a step forward in country’s quest for a lasting peace. It is 
unfortunate that southern candidates withdrew before polling began, 
because it was an opportunity to demonstrate that they really desired 
peace, and an end to one of the continent’s longest conflicts. But it’s not 
too late; we advise them that for the sake of their people, they should 
team with the victorious party to work out a formula for participa­
tion in the administration in the run-up to next year’s referendum. 
President al-Bashir has already sent out invitations to the opposition 
groups to participate in his government. We hope that he would follow 
through, and take new steps to end the conflict in Darfur. The nega­
tions between Khartoum and Darfur rebel groups, currently stalled, 
should be revived. He should also resolve a dispute over the position 
of the country’s north-south border which is the remaining sticking 
point in the 2005 accord.

Sudanese people should regard the election as the first step in a 
long way to stability and development in their country. We expect that 
future elections would improve on the shortcomings of the last one. No 
electoral process is perfect; but each subsequent one should build on 
the success of the preceding one with one. The recent election in Sudan 
should therefore be regarded as the foundation for greater democratic 
development. The international community can help the process by 
encouraging accommodation, not stoking embers of division.
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Jonathan's next good luck
F or 4 days this week, we 

as a nation watched 
and followed the Nige­
rian Acting President 
Goodluck Jonathan 

taking the world stage in the 
United States of America. On 
invitation from President Barak 
Obama, Goodluck Jonathan 
attended the Global Nuclear 
Security Summit. America is 
concerned that nuclear mate­
rial could become accessible to 
extremist groups who would use 
it without qualms and engage in 
mass murder of especially Ameri­
cans, hence the sponsorship of the 
conference on ways to check the 
looming catastrophe.

We watched Jonathan’s pose 
with President Obama and I 
believe many Nigerians asked 
themselves questions as the two 
leaders looked each other eyeball 
to eyeball. Did Jonathan fit the 
role? Was he Presidential? Did he 
command respect commensurate 
with Nigeria’s global importance 
and significance? Was he able to 
assert Nigeria’s view of the sub­
ject of the conference and did he 
secure beneficial commitments 
from the superpower?

We are aware that Acting Pres­
ident Jonathan was barely stabiliz­
ing in his headship of the country 
Nigeria. His taking of Presiden­
tial responsibility has remained 
controversial with every decision 
taken receiving critical appraisal, 
including the decision to have 
Secretary to the Government 
Yayale Ahmed take charge while 
the Acting President was in the 
United States.

M y candid impression is 
that the Acting Presi­
dent performed credit­

ably and surprisingly so because 
he was hardly engaged in any 
international undertaking while 
serving as Vice President. He was 
calmly poised as he sat beside 
President Obama, as if taking 
cues for looks and gesticulation.
I felt he inspired Obamas respect 
as he shared America’s fears and 
concerns over nuclear weapons 
falling into the hands of extrem­
ists and terrorists. To cap it, he 
also highlighted Africa’s worry 
over the ease with which small 
arms fall into the hands of mili­
tants and violent dissidents on 
the continent. It can not be lost on 
Obama that the Yar’adua admin­
istration successfully negotiated 
an amnesty for the militants of oil 
rich Niger Delta, securing peace 
that has boosted the production 
of crude oil.

Goodluck Jonathan demon­
strated deep insight of the rela­
tionship between small arms 
manufacture and proliferation 
from the developed countries, 
and the incessant political insta­
bility and wars in Africa. After 
all, his Niger Delta has seen and 
suffered the acquisition of small 
and medium firearms by restive 
militants. Nigerian patriotism 
was sufficiently inspired.

I thought it was good that Act­
ing President Jonathan gave audi­
ence to Alhaji Umaru Mutallab 
whose son is standing trial in

Timawus 
Mathias
timmathias@yahoo.com

America for attempting to bomb 
an American commercial air­
liner last Christmas day, prior to 
departing Nigeria for the Summit. 
Apart from assuring Nigerians of 
.the interest of the administra­
tion in this case involving a citi­
zen, it indicated that the Acting 
President had seriously prepared 
for the substance of the trip, and 
not the “jamboree” as many for­
eign heads of state are wont to 
do. Jonathan reminded America 
that it was the failure pf the west­
ern systems that the would-be 
bomber became indoctrinated by 
Al Qaeda in England and not in 
Nigeria. It would have been wrong 
to take it out on Nigeria.

The ultimate cynosure of the 
trip was the appearance on the 
Christiane Amanpour inter­
view. (I did not watch the BBC 
one). Acting President Goodluck 
Jonathan displayed innocent can­
dour as he tackled the questions, 
but was forthright and even suc­
cessfully left his answers with 
pregnant meaning, particularly 
the question of whether he would 
defy the PDP zoning of the Presi­
dency to the North and run for the 
office. He was circumspect, draw­
ing attention to the many options 
he had, but asserting that the issue 
was not on his priorities now. With 
his no qualms about former Presi­
dent Ibrahim Babangida seeking 
to return to power Jonathan left us 
wondering why it was of concern 
to the Americans if former Nige­
rian Military President ibrahim 
Babangida should seek to return 
to power.

I t was obvious from his con­
fidence that Goodluck 
Jonathan would assert himself 

and be his own man for a tenure 
that is accountable. He was frank 
on President Yar’adua’s illness but 
would not be drawn into discus­
sion on using the constitutional 
provisions for him to shunt into 
the Presidency fully. His priori­
ties are to render efficient Electric 
Power Supply and to offer credi­
ble elections in which votes count. 
Normally in interviews, CNN 
Anchor Christiane Amanpour 
intimidates guests with intelligent 
reasoning and a deep knowledge 
of the subject. Not with Jonathan, 
who at points in the interview, 
became a teacher and “lectured” 
on say the Plateau crisis, the war 
on corruption and the status of

Nuhu Ribadu, Maurice Iwu the 
Chairman of the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
and the conduct of credible elec­
tions in the future, in which votes 
“will count?.

With his evasive economy 
with words and his opening up 
only where he had advantages, 
I wonder if I should believp that 
pressures for Jonathan taking full 
reins of power now or contest to 
retain power come 2011 are not 
a result of the Acting President’s 
body language to the clamouring 
sycophants and political patron­
age speculators.

A cting President Goodluck 
Jonathan returned home 
to Nigeria where there is 

still apprehension about whether 
the Nation can be moved forward 
at full ahead, given the possibil­
ity of a fully recovered President 
Umaru Musa Yar’adua. Jonathan 
needs to maintain his focus to

ensure that identified problems 
are tackled to conclusion within 
time frames. He should identify 
modular programmes within 
the budget and achieve them 
within 12 months. The promised 
6 thousand megawatts should be 
delivered with minimum delay. 
O f course there has been a lot of 
looting in the power sector. But 
in Jonathan’s interest, he should 
look ahead and aim at delivery on 
promise. To engage in probes now 
will slow the development process 
and waste time and effort.

The North’s political agenda 
for 2011 seems to have been 
set, by what many Northerners 
believe to be former President 
Obasanjo’s game plan for power 
not to come to the North after the 
Jonathan/Yar’adua first tenure. 
Former President Babangida’s 
run of fury against an ever deter­
mined General Buhari are said to 
be aimed at thwarting Obasanjo’s 
believed objectives. Both North­
ern Generals have a long feud 
and will, it is believed, therefore 
fight to the finish. General Aliyu 
Gusau presently National Secu­
rity Adviser to Acting President 
Jonathan, is unlikely to defer to 
any of his senior colleagues his 
ambition to be president, arguing 
that they have been there before 
and should therefore give the 
turn to him. This being so, Gen­
eral Gusau might, and will most 
likely watch the fight, and if he is 
not favoured to win the out come, 
choose to work for a retained 
Goodluck Jonathan President in 
2011. Thus 3 “dogs” fight for a 
bone, and a fourth weak and too 
small to fight “dog” picks it up. 
And this just might be Jonathans 
next good luck!

ttSST

Jonathan reminded America that it was 
the failure of the western systems that
the would-be bomber became
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unusual
The famous GRA in Kano is slowly and painfully turning into one big slum, with 
bad roads and rubbish heaps dotting what should have been a splendid setting.
From Lawan Danjuma Adamu, Kano

U SUALLY, the acro­
nym GRA, mean­
ing Government 
Reserved Area, 

(common in Nigeria) can be 
interpreted to be a euphemism 
for affluence and a better stand­
ard of living. These exclusive 
residential.areas were originally 
created to quarter white colo­
nial administrators. However, 
after independence, Nigerians 
began to occupy administrative 
senior posts that hitherto used 
to be the exclusive preserve o f 
the white overlords, including 
their highbrow and secluded 
GRA residence.

From colonial days to 
the independence era, these 
enclaves have continued to 
maintain an elitist identity; sep­
arate from the larger society; 
complete with basic infrastruc­
tures, such as road networks, 
pipe-borne water, schools, shops 
and the rest. The presence o f 
these amenities, coupled with 
the serene and egalitarian way of 
living in these government cum 
elites quarters, made land acqui­
sition in the area to be highly 
competitive and expensive. So 
it is with their super-high rent*.

In Kano State, the larger part 
of its GRA is situated in Nas- 
sarawa Local Government, and 
the large chunk of these prefer­
ential residences, fall within the 
area called Bompai. This part 
o f Kano is synonymous with 
modernity, because in this place 
you can find some of the earliest 
footprint of civilization. Apart 
from a police headquarters and 
the National Television Author­
ity’s station that are located 
meters apart, you can also find 
a cluster of some of the early 
and famous hotels, and a conur­

bation o f industrial complexes.
With years gone by, the Bom­

pai GRA is now turning into a 
complete shadow of its former 
self, shelving its exclusivity and 
prestige on a daily basis. How­
ever, the residents o f the noble 
quarters blame neglect on the 
part of government, for what 
has become of their hitherto- 
highly-revered abode.

Just last week, officials from 
the Nassarawa Local Govern­
ment Revenue Technical Com­
mittee circulated notice o f pay­
ment for house numbering fees 
to the entire households in the 
area. The letter requested every 
household to pay the sum of 
N2,000, in the space o f one 
week, for numbering of their 
homes and naming of streets.

Contained in the notice, was a 
reminder of the constitutional­
ity o f the levy, as provided by 
Section 7 of the 1999 Constitu­
tion and Decree 21 of 1998.

The objective of the proposed 
numbering of the houses was for 
“easy identification” by “gov­
ernment agencies like (NEPA) 
PHCN, Nigeria Population 
Commission (Census), Water 
Board, NIPOST, EPI Immuni­
zation etc” which is the style in 
vogue in “other big cities like 
Abuja, Kaduna, Lagos, Onitsha, 
Port Harcourt etc,” the commit­
tee posited.

H owever, instead of the 
proposed exercise to 
enjoy support among 

the GRA dwellers, it drew fierce

criticisms. The sharpest, com­
ing from a youth body Bom ­
pai Development Association, 
which was formed five years ago 
with the objective, among oth­
ers, of salvaging the community 
from pervasive infrastructural 
decay and lobbying govern­
ments and their agencies.

It secretary general, Junaidu 
Sa’idu Gwarzo, described it as 
a way of fleecing people, who 
have lost touch with government 
for over two decades. “Number­
ing of homes is not our prior­
ity now. Although it is not a bad 
idea entirely, but there are more 
pressing issues requiring urgent 

■government intervention than 
pinning numbers on our homes. 
I can tell you, none of our elected 
leaders has come here to repair

our dilapidated roads or rotten drainages 
, since the return of democracy in 1999. I 
have lost count of the number of letters we 
have written to Nassarawa Local Govern­
ment, ministries and government agencies, 
pleading with them to provide one service 
or the other to the community, but all our 
entreaties fell on deaf ears,” the secretary 
general averred.

He said they were honoured only on 
one occasion with a reply from a minis­
try, directing them to liaise with another 
ministry for road repairs in the area, but 
he said the project has not been executed 
since 2006. “Why is Nassarawa Local Gov­
ernment asking us to part with our money, 
when it has turned a blind eye on us all this 
while?” he queried, suggesting instead that, 
the council “can channel the grants it has 
been receiving all these years to number 
our homes. They have the courage to cite 
constitutional provision to back their quest 
of getting us part with our money, forgetting 
also that our welfare is a constitutional right 
they must provide.”

Inside the GRA, the decay and appar­
ent government absence , speak for them­
selves. The last major road repair in 20 
years, investigation has revealed, was the 
one done two years ago on Durbin Katsina 
Road by the state government. Many roads 
are in a complete state of disrepair, includ­
ing the economically important ones that 
lead into Bompai industrial area. At certain 
points, roads that were named after promi­
nent personalities like Isa Dutse Road, 
Sule Gaya Road, Ali Akilu Road have their 
tarred surfaces completely off, in addition 
to giant potholes that dot what remains of 
them, thus rendering them cumbersome 
for plying.

In a food company situated on Isa Dutse 
Road for instance, D aily Trust gathered 
that there is a standing order banning driv­
ers from using the road, which half is com­
pletely washed away. To escape the penalty 
therefore, the drivers will, for example, 
detour through St Louis Avenue, drive up 
Umaru Babura Road, which is like making a 
complete circle, before delivering products 
to customers, located at the other extreme 
end of the same Isa Dutse Road.
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ACTING President Goodluck 
Jonathan

For 3rd time in a 
month: Jonathan stalls 
PDP NEC meeting
HOW can he allow such meeting to 
hold at this time? The Acting Presi­
dent wants to also maneuver his way 
to have an easy ride for the ticket in 
2011 and he knows that it will be dif­
ficult for him to get the mandate if 
people like Ogbulaforare still in con­
trol The only time to allow for such 
meeting to hold is when the current 
chairman has vacated his seat which 
he will soon do because of the 100 
million naira corruption charges lev­
eled against him by the ICPC. 

Lamara Garba Azare
hnutragajba@yahoo.com
**************************
He is very sure that he cannot 

achieve his desired goal(s) in the 
meeting until his homework is com­
pleted

Ismail Hussain 
ismailhussam79@yahoo.c0m

Rep confirms moves 
to oust Bankole
WHY wont our representatives 
use their remaining time to focus 
on what will impact the electorate 
instead of changing the leadership 
which will not benefit the masses ? 
Are they aware that very soon they 
will go back to their electorates? 

Abnbkr Badrn Jkamshi
damuma@yahoo.com
**************************
Mr Speaker, it is Allah that gives 

and takes away power. Some pcxv 
pie think that you are not supposed 
to be on that seat but Allah’s will 
is beyond mans imagination- We 
shall continue to pray for your sue 
cessful tenure in office because it 
seems the two anti corruption 
bodies are being used to dear any 
stumbling Mock against 2011. 

Idriss Keletuma 
idris.keUy@yahoo.com

FRSC minister disagree 
on Abuja speed breakers
THIS is a welcome development. 
The Road Safety boss knows that 
the speed bumps do not conform 
with international safety standards 
so whyput them in the first place and 
make Nigerians look like a bunch 
of people who do not kne w  what ls  

proper? I can imagine the number 
of expatriates that must have had a 
good laugh over the speed bumps 
wondering whal age we live in. The 
bumps should lie removed because 
they have caused more harm than 
good Iw destroying ak>t of cars. Road 
safety officials should be stationed at 
strategy points to control traffic and 
check people breaking the law.

Nyako, Aminu: We don't 
want Atiku in PDP
I don’t know why Gov. Murtala 
Nyako, Prof. Jibril Aminu and oth­
ers don’t want Atikus return to PDP. 
Is it wrong for a boy to return to his 
home after a misunderstanding? I 
think PDP is a party for all. A per­
son like Atiku is an asset to any party 
because of his influence and popu­
larity. I am calling on PDP leaders 
in Adamawa to accept Atiku with 
good faith so as to move their state 
forward 

Mas
mas4reaIs@yahoo.com
**************************
I swear to God if I were Atiku, Fd 

prefer resigning from politics than to 
take this humiliation. These are peo­
ple that were under his control and 
they are the same ones now reject­
ing him. What did he expect from 
them? Atiku should better think 
twice and resign with some dig­
nity. He should not allow his quest 
for power to lead him to the great­
est humiliation of his life. The ball is 
still in his court

Usman Ahmed Danbaba 
danbaba1986@yahoo.com

Senator Aminu has foiled to real­
ize the fact that Adamawa Politics is 
not all about him. He sees Turaki as 
a threat to his political carrier. PDP 
isn’t his personal belonging. It is a 
political party which emerged on a 
platform of the likes of Atiku. Aside 
from that, in a democratic arena 
political parties are open to any indi­
vidual who is willing to join. 

OdieBaba
ocheodangla@yahoo.aym
**************************
I wonder whether Nyako and

ADAMAW A State Gov Murtala 
Nyako

Aminu are politicians at all or 
maybe we can call them political 
party members. Is it not ridiculous 
for any political party that is worth 
its name to shut its door against any 
person more so someone like Atiku? 
Any person who does that certainly 
is not a politician even if he is hold­
ing a political office. I am in AC and 
I really don’t support Atikus idea of 
going back to PDP and to say I am 
happy he has left our party is cer­
tainly a lie. Every political party will 
welcome Atiku in to its fold but PDP

Sunusi Musa
iyando22@yahoo.com
**************************
I don’t know why chieftains of 

PDP in Adamawa State are afraid 
of Atiku coming back to party. Are 
they afraid of dominance? Or maybe 
it is the famous saying that they are 
robbing Peter to pay Paul. For me 
though what is happening in PDP is 
the nemesis of what they are doing 
to this country. It is the clash of the 
titans that would happen in 2011.

PROFESSOR Jubril Aminu

/anna Baruwa Gashua
bukar.zanna@yahoo. com
**************************
For God sake, Nyako and Aminu 

why should you say that Atiku 
should not be accepted in PDP? 
Don’t forget that he is the one that 
brought all of You especially Jibril 
Aminu to PDP. You are biting the 
fingers that fed you.

Adamu
aamujeli@yahoo. com
**************************
I have watched over time the 

unkindness of Jibril Aminu towards 
Atiku. Neither of them is my rela­
tion but I think a political party is 
not the exclusive preserve of a select 
few. Let us learn to be accommodat­
ing please.

Emeka
dinnayal@yahoo.com
**************************
I see the party to be at war with 

itself. Some party members see 
themselves as indispensable. How 
time flies: the Atiku that was the

bride of these politicians has now 
become a ‘leper’ that must not even 
be touched with a very long pole. 
The party leaders from Adamawa 
should note that all that goes around 
will come around one day. It will def­
initely come to their turn. To Atiku, 
I ask must he serve this country in 
that capacity? He had been a Vice 
President for eight years, what else 
does he want I think this is good 
for him.

OlaEsuruoso
supabes@yahoo.com
**************************
For once, the PDP :« ! > < >ming 

more democratic r >ting,
but still people like minu
and Nyako who pla> God in the 
state party should be called to order 
before it is too late.

TinaOko
okotina@yahoo,cpm
**************************
I am very happy about the PDP 

chairman comments to Nyako, 
Aminu and the restPDP is for all 
Nigerians.

Khalid Gora
gorahaladu@yahoo.co.uk

Adamawa state has been mov­
ing forward without Atiku. This is 
the same PDP that Atiku called all 
sorts of unprintable words two years 
back. He is begging to return now 
because he has realized recently that 
his chances are diminishing. Being 
popular and having electoral value 
are two different tilings in politics. 
Atiku is popular but his political 
value for now is zero.

C3uis
c.akase@yahoo.com

Atiku: How Balarabe Musa and co frustrated Mega Party

FORMER Vice President Atiku Abubakar

IS it because Alh. Balarabe Musa 
stayed away from the initiative of 
the Mega party that made you to 
dump your party (AC) and your 
followers?

Mamdom, D. S
dmamdom@yahoo.com
**************************
Atiku’s political career is fad­

ing very fast. His boys are going 
against him. A good population

of the masses only developed 
some interest in him when he 
pretended to be fighting the PDP. 
Now it seems everybody is tired 
of him.

But for Balarabe Musa, I con­
sider him a leader, a hero and a 
life achiever and zero percent cor­
rupt

Usman Ahmed Danbaba
danbaba1986@yahoo.com

Alleged theft of N104m: ICPC files charges against Ogbulafor, others

sdegpshie@yahoo£om

NIGERIA! A wonder country. The 
grand design is now manifesting. 
Where were they when this man was 
cleared by the security and found 
credible enough to lead the largest 
party in Africa? Had he not com­
mitted the offence then? Or was it 
that Jie was covered in order to scale 
through? Why the delay to expose 
him tor an offence said to have been 
committed about 9 years ago? I want 
to believe that his travail may not be 
un-connected with the grand design 
to intimidate the man so that he can 
succumb to their wishes. In any 
case, whether it is politically moti­

vated or not, since the matter has 
gone to court, I will advice Ogbu­
lafor to honorably resign from his 
chairmanship of the PDP in order to 
clear himself. Also, the police should 
arrest him to effect investigation. If 
he is innocent he can prove that as 
the case progresses in the court but 
with this development, the man is no 
longer credible to lead the party. He 
should vacate.

Lamara Garba Azare
lamaragarba@yahoo.com
**************************
I need clarification on whether 

Chief Vincent Ogbulafor is pro-

Jonathan or anti-Jonathan because 
in our country Nigeria, if you are 
with the President you would not be 
prosecuted or indicted for whatever 
you embezzled So why is this case 
instituted against Ogbulafor? Is he 
still the Yar’adua die-hard? Let me 
advice ChiefVincent that Nigeria as 
he knows is not like America. Being 
among the ruling class means you 
are totally surrendered to the will 
of the C-in-C. If not you would 
undergo the experiences of the Rib- 
adu’s and el-Rufa’is.

Zanna Baruwa Gashua 
bukarzanna@yahoo.com

I don’t want to believe that the
allegation only came up when the
PDP chairman opened up on the
so-called zoning the presidential
ticket to the north.

Sagir Bununu
mgwaska@yahoo.com
**************************
Is this just because he is 

against Goodluck’*  presiden­
tial ambition? It is so bad that 
anti corruption agencies are 
totally dependent upon the 
presidency.

Usman Ahmed Danbaba 
danbaba1986@yahoo.com

mailto:hnutragajba@yahoo.com
mailto:ismailhussam79@yahoo.c0m
mailto:damuma@yahoo.com
mailto:idris.keUy@yahoo.com
mailto:mas4reaIs@yahoo.com
mailto:danbaba1986@yahoo.com
mailto:ocheodangla@yahoo.aym
mailto:iyando22@yahoo.com
mailto:dinnayal@yahoo.com
mailto:supabes@yahoo.com
mailto:gorahaladu@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:c.akase@yahoo.com
mailto:dmamdom@yahoo.com
mailto:danbaba1986@yahoo.com
mailto:lamaragarba@yahoo.com
mailto:bukarzanna@yahoo.com
mailto:mgwaska@yahoo.com
mailto:danbaba1986@yahoo.com
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You read about the habits of highly effective people.

Now discover the tools.
Zain understands th e  im portance  o f business efficiency. W e are proud  to  announce th a t D r . S t e p h e n  C o v e y ,  

w o rld  ren o w n ed  m o tiva tio n a l speaker and au th o r o f “ T h e  7  H a b i t s  O f  H ig h ly  E f f e c t iv e  P e o p le ” , w ill b e  

in N ig eria  fro m  th e  2 1  s t  o f  A p r i l  2 0 1 0 .  D r . S t e p h e n  C o v e y  w ill be speaking  ab o u t his la test book on 
m otiva tion  and th e  secrets o f personal business effectiveness.

Zain Enterprise Solutions. Success is efficiency in motion.

Fo r m ore information send  an email to  enterprisesoIutionshelpdesk@ng.zain.com

mailto:enterprisesoIutionshelpdesk@ng.zain.com
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NDIIKWE IN GLORIOUS EXIT FROM NCC
Zik Prize in Leadership

By Public Policy Research and Analysis Centre (PPRAC)

HE Dr. Aliyu Babangida, Niger State Governor (Middle) handing over the 
award to Engr. Ndukwe, while Senator Ayo Arise watches

■  2nd From left HE Alhaji Danjuma Goje, Gomhe State Governor. Wife o f Senate President, 
Mrs. Helen Mark, congratulating Engr Ndukwe (right) while Senator Jitbril Aminu /“S 
right) watches

Recipients o f the awards fo r  2009from left Governors Godswill Akpabio ofAkwa Ibom 
State, Alahji Dajuma Goje o f  Gomhe State, Alhaji h a  Yuguda ofBauchi State, Alhaji 
Babangida Aliyu o f  Niger State (  who chaired the occasion), Helen Mark who 
represented Senate President, David Mark, Senator Jubril Aminu, Engr. Ernest Ndukwe, 
and Executive Secretary o f  PPRAC, Prince Emeka Obasi

I From le ft, Prince Obasi, Gov. Yuguda, Chairman o f  NCC Board, Alhaji Ahmed 
Joda Gov. Danjuma Goje and Engr. Ndukwe.

IC T  Development Icon o f the Decade
By National Daily JN ^ w sp ap e r^ ^

* if'

|s |p%  jg jttcK sff H

- ' jkfPJI
■  Engr. Ndukwe receiving the National Daily's ICT Development Icon o f the 

Decade, from veteran broadcaster, Ambassador Segutt Olrnola
■  Engr. Ndukwe exchanging p leasantries with the D elta State Governor, 

Em m anuel Uduaghan

■  From Left, Engr Ndukwe, his wife. Ndali Ndukwe, Mrs. Ekeh, and her husband, Chief Leo 
Stan Ekeh, Chairman ofZinox Group

Engr. Ndukwe (left) with Mrs. Ndali Ndukwe exchanging pleasantries with 
Noilv\vood A ctor; Kanayo O. Kanayo (standing) while the Director General o f  the
NYSC, Brig Gen. Maharazu Ismaila fsiga, watches

Father o f M odem  Nigeria Telecom
By CommumcationsWeek

Engr. Ndukwe presenting a lifetime award to former 
Minister o f Communications, Air Vice mar5shal Canice 
Umenwaliri (rtd) while Chairman o f  Communications 
Week. Engr. Bob Okonvia watches.

Engr. Ndukwe with wife, Ndali ( left) displaying the award o f  
Father o f Modern Nigerian Telecom

From left Engr. Okonyia, Mrs Ndali Ndukwe, Engr. .  
Ndukwe with award shortly after presentation by wife o f 
Communica tions Week Publisher, Mrs. Nwogbo

O



The end o f the 10 years tenure of Engr. Ernest Ndukwe as the EVC/CEO of NCC was heralded with a week long activities featuring many 
awards and climaxed with a memorable farewell cocktail by an appreciative Board, Management and Staff o f the Commission on Thursday, 
April 1, 2010 when he handed over to Acting EVC, Engr. Stephen Bello at NCC Headquarters in Abuja.
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Farewell Cocktail at NCC Headquarters, Abuja.

Fnmhfk Dr Joseph.UtmH Dr. Sylvams F.hibovo, && HUsmx Mr. ■  Board Members with EVC Jrom left: Mr. Felix Adeoye, C ommmion Secretary, Engr. Bello.
Clement Ihembe, Mr. Tom Ojobo (Director, Human Capital and Infi-astructum Group) Mr Dave Imoko, Dr. Bashir Gwandu. Chief Patrick Kentebe. Engr. Ndukwe, Engr. Muktari limit, Mr. Bayo
Director, Public Affairs. Atoyehi (esq) and Dr. Michael Onyia

The Most Revolutionary Technocrats of the Decade
Bv Dasoul Media Democrat Award Series

*£«g?: Ndukwe (4 from right) and Professor Nicholas Damachi Perm Sec. Ministry o f Information 
and Communicatio%s(4 left) with officials o f DA Soul Media during the presentation o f the award 
for Most Revolutionary Technocrats o f the Decade.

■  Engr. Ndukwe ( left) receiving the plaque for the award from President/CEO o f Da Soul 
Media. Mr. Kletsaint Akor ( right) while Professor Nicholas Damachi, Perm Sec. MOJC 
watches.

Distinguished Continental Leadership Merit Award
By African Youth Society, AYS,

*  From Left, African Youth Society, Monsiuer Issa llliaso, handing 
over the award to Engr. Ndukwe, while Executive Secretary, A YS. 
Dr. QlusegunAdeleye watches.

*  From left Miss Beauty Obiazi, Dr. Olusegun Adeleye, Monsiuer tssa lliyasu, Engr. Ndukwe and Chief Kassim Anabere, 
Patron A YS. Mr. Dave Imoko and Hon, Olusola Dada

*&Engr. Ndukwe (right) in handover shake with Engr Stephen Bello right) while from Left NCC 
Commissioners, Mr. Bayo Atoyebi and Engr. Kentebe. applaud

g  Mrs. Maryam Bayi, Head, Human Capital at NCC counts down as NCC Commissioners 
from left Mr. Bayo Atoyebi, Engr. Bello, Engr. Ndukwe, Engr. Muktari Zimit, Dr. Michael 
Onvia and President o f DBI, Professor Raymond Akwule cut the farewell cake.

■  Officials o f DBI from left. Dr. Okey Ugwueje, Professor Raymond Akwule. Engr. Ndukwe. Engr. ■  Engr Ndukwe with some o f the staff o f the Commission 
Bello, Dr. Popoola and Viola Usoro.
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INTERNATIONAL

SUDANESE President Omar al-Bashircasts his ballot at a polling station in Khartoum last week.

Sudan ruling 
party rejects 
USpollscharge

PRESIDENT Omar al-Bashir’s ruling party yesterday rejected US accu­
sations that last week’s landmark polls in Sudan were not free and fair, 
but it welcomed an offer for cooperation.

“One of the most important criteria to meet the international stand­
ards is ‘free and fair,’ and we have met this criteria,” Ibrahim Ghandoor, 
a senior official of the National Congress Party (NCP), told AFP.

Between April 11-15, Sudanese went to the polls to choose their presi­
dent, legislative and local representatives in the country’s first multi­
party elections in more than two decades.

On Monday, though, the US State Department said the elections were 
not free and fair, after international observers said the polls had failed to 
reach international standards.

“This was not a free and fair election. It did not, broadly speaking, 
meet international standards,” State Department spokesman Philip 
Crowley said in Washington. “That said, I think we recognise that the 
election is a very important step in terms of implementation of the CPA,” 
the Comprehensive Peace Agreement that ended a decades-long civil 
war between north and south Sudan, Crowley said.

Washington “will continue to work with the government in the north, 
the government in the south, as we move forward with full implementa­
tion of the CPA and the vitally important referenda (on southern inde­
pendence) that’ll happen in January of next year.”

The NCP welcomed the offer. “We welcome the cooperation with the 
US government for the implementation of the CPA and for the sake of 
bilateral relations,” Ghandoor said.

Two key Bashir challengers — the Umma Party’s Sadiq al-Mahdi and 
Yasser Arman of the former rebel Sudan People’s Liberation Movement 
(SPLM) — withdrew ahead of the election. That paved the way for a 
near-certain Bashir victory. The election was also marred by logistical 
problems and delays including polling stations opening late or not at 
all, names misspelled or missing from registration lists and ballot boxes 
being delivered to the wrong polling stations.

International observers also cited instances of intimidation and har­
assment, while the opposition accused Bashir’s NCP of fraud. EU foreign 
affairs chief Catherine Ashton voiced concern over “deficiencies” in the 
process, saying they should be addressed.

“Although these elections have been particularly complex, I note with 
concern the deficiencies as identified already by the EU EOM (Elec­
tion Observation Mission) and other observers,” she said in a statement 
on Monday. “It is important that the noted shortcomings are urgendy 
addressed,” particularly in view of a planned referendum in January 
2011 on self-determination in South Sudan, Ashton added. Meanwhile, 
Sudan’s close ally China hailed the process for being peaceful.

Eight killed in central 
Somalia battles
HARDLINE Shebab militia fought yesterday with a pro-government move­
ment in central Somalia in battles that claimed the lives of at least eight 
fighters and wounded 14 others, the groups said.

The Shebab raided a town controlled by moderate Islamist Ahlu Sunna 
group, sparking heavy fire exchanges. “The holy fighters of Shebab launched 
a huge offensive on the supporters of the apostate government around Masa- 
gaway. They lost in the battle and we killed many of them,” Shebab spokes­
man Sheik Ali Mohamoud Rage said. But Ahlu Sunna denied being defeated. 
“Our forces are still having the upper hand... We will continue to fight until 
we liberate the oppressed in Somalia regions,” said Sheik Abdirahman Abu 
Yusuf, the Ahlu Sunna spokesman. The Ahlu Sunna group has fought along­
side the Somali government troops a ; Shebab in the central and 
southern Somali regions. The A1 Qaeda-ii x ebab, who follow the 
very conservative Wahhabi interpretation and despise the Sufi Ahlu Sunna as 
“grave-worshippers,” recently destroyed Sufi clerics’ tombs and have banned 
their celebrations in the regions they cont

Two Rwandan generals 
arrested for graft, misconduct
TWO senior Rwandan generals 
have been arrested over accusa­
tions of corruption and miscon­
duct, the army announced yes­
terday.

Former airforce chief Lieu­
tenant General Charles Muhire 
and Major General Emmanuel 
Karenzi Karake, an ex-deputy 
chief of the United Nations-Afri- 
can Union peacekeeping force in 
Darfur, were suspended from the 
force.

“Muhire was suspended for 
the serious crime of corruption

and abuse of power, (Karake) for 
misconduct against the principles 
guiding the Rwandan defence 
forces discipline,” army spokes­
man Major Jill Rutaremara told 
AFP. “The decision was taken to 
instil discipline.”

The two generals were mem­
bers of an exclusive circle of top 
military officers in  the former 
Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) 
rebel movement which brought 
an end to the 1994 genocide.

The RPF is currently Rwan­
da’s ruling party headed by Presi­

dent Paul Kagame, who is widely 
expected to seek, and secure, re- 
election in presidential polls due 
in August.

Kagame last week reshuf­
fled senior military officers and 
appointed the army chief as his 
defence minister.

Muhire, who had been head of 
the airforce, was appointed chief 
of the reserve force. Last month 
Rwanda accused two former sen­
ior army officers exiled in South 
Africa of instigating grenade 
attacks in the capital Kigali.
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Lebanese PM says 
Scud accusations like 
Iraq'sWMD

LEBANON’S Western-backed prime minister has denied 
Israeli allegations that Hezbollah obtained Scud missiles, 
comparing them to the false American charges that Iraq 
had weapons of mass destruction ahead of the 2003 US-led 
invasion.

Saad Hariri appeared to be trying to'ease tensions raised 
by Israeli President Shimon Peres’ accusations that Syria 
supplied the Lebanese militant group with Scuds, which 
can carry a warhead of up to 1 ton and would be far larger 
than the biggest rockets previously in Hezbollah’s arsenal. 
Syria has denied the Israeli allegations and Hezbollah has 
neither confirmed nor denied them.

On Monday, the US State Department summoned Syria’s 
deputy chief of mission in Washington, Zouheir Jabbour, 
and accused Damascus of “provocative behaviour” in sup­
plying arms to the Iranian and Syrian-backed Hezbollah.

A State Department statement did not specifically men­
tion the alleged Syrian arms deals but alluded to the transfer 
to Hezbollah of Scud ballistic missiles.

Hariri compared the charges with US allegations that 
Saddam Hussein was developing weapons of mass destruc­
tion, which were the main rationale behind the U.S.-led war 
in Iraq but turned out to be false.

“The media suddenly started reporting that there are 
Scud missiles in Lebanon. Do you know what a Scud mis­
sile means? I believe it is as big as this room,” Hariri said 
yesterday in Italy. His comments were reported by Leba­
nese media.

Hamas burns 
recreational 
drugs, taxes 
cigarettes
GAZA’S Hamas rulers 
yesterday burned nearly 2 
million pills of a painkiller 
many Gazans take recrea- 
tionally because they say it 
relaxes them and provides 
temporary relief from the 
territory’s hardships.

The disposal of the 
drugs comes days after 
the Islamic militant group 
confiscated cigarettes from 
Gaza shops to collect taxes 
on them.

Both moves are part 
of Hamas’ efforts to 
strengthen its grip on Gaza 
and impose its strict inter­
pretation of Islam on the 
impoverished seaside ter­
ritory’s 1.5 million Pales­
tinian residents.

Hamas Health Minister 
Basim Naim said authori­
ties burned some 1.7 mil­
lion pills of a drug called 
Tramadol that had been 
seized from smugglers who 
sneak it through tunnels 
under the Egyptian border.

Tramadol is a powerful 
painkiller, related to mor-

China's Shanghai Expo offers trial run

phine and heroin, though 
most countries don’t treat 
it as a controlled substance.

Experts have said that 
those who stop taking the 
drug after regular use often 
develop flulike withdrawal 
symptoms, though long­
term effects are rare. Gaza’s 
Health Ministry recognizes 
the drug as a painkiller, 
Naim said, but allows its 
sale only by prescription.

The drug’s popular­
ity in Gaza has grown in 
recent years as the qual­
ity of life has plummeted. 
Hamas seized the territory 
from forces loyal to Pales­
tinian President Mahmoud 
Abbas in 2007, and Israel 
and Egypt imposed a strict 
blockade in 2007, causing 
shortages of many basic 
goods.

In late 2008, Israel 
launched a 3-week offen­
sive in Gaza to stop militant 
rocket fire on Israeli towns. 
The war killed about 1,400 
Gazans and left vast swaths 
of the strip in ruins.

By Charles Onunaiju, with 
Agency reports

ORGANISERS of Shang­
hai’s World Expo gave 
members of the public a 
preview of the massive 
event yesterday as they 
tested facilities and pub­
lic transportation 10 days 
before the official start.

“The Expo looks great. 
I want to see all the foreign 
pavilions today,” said Wang 
Huifen, a 50-year-old hotel 
employee waiting to enter 
the huge Expo site.

More than 200,000 peo­
ple visited the Expo on the 
first of six preview days 
before the official May 1 
opening after a limited 
number of preview tick­
ets were issued, an Expo 
Bureau spokesman said.

For China, the World 
Expo is the latest showcase 
of its growing global clout, 
following the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics, and Shanghai 
has planned an Expo on an 
unparalleled scale to show 
it can rival the world’s great­
est cities.

The six-month event 
is set to be one the largest 
gatherings of humanity, 
with 192 countries partici­
pating and organisers say­
ing they expect up to 100 
million visitors.

Only 10 to 15 pavilions 
were ready for visitors yes­
terday, the spokesman said, 
as workers scramble to fin­
ish work in time for May 1. 
A 23-year-old surnamed 
Cao spread his arms wide, 
waving Chinese and Expo 
flags in both hands at a gate 
in front of the China Pavil­
ion, a 60-metre tall inverted 
pyramid that towers over 
the Expo site.

“I am very happy to see 
Expo finally starting,” said 
Cao, adding he had just

arrived in Shanghai from 
Beijing and planned to sell 
the flags over the next six 
months at five yuan (75 US 
cents) a pair. Fang Qian, 12, 
got the day off school after 
her mother’s real estate

company offered them two 
of the pink preview tickets 
the day before.

“I want to see the French 
pavilion because its design 
is very special. There’s an 
outdoor restaurant on the

top and I,ve never been to 
France,” Fang said. “I also 
want to visit the China 
pavilion.” Today marks the 
next trialday, and then four 
consecutive days beginning 
Friday.

The Institute of Directors 
Nigeria Abula Branch

Quarterly M em bers1 Night/Dinner

The Institute of Directors Nigeria, Abuja Branch is 
holding its quarterly Members' Night on 
Wednesday, April 2 1 , 2 0 1 0  at Reiz Continental 
Hotel, Central Business District Abuja at 7 pm.

The Dinner Speech will be given by the Guest 
Speaker Deputy Governor of Central Bank of 
Nigeria, Dr. Kingsley C. Moghalu.

Special Guest of Honour: Ms Josephine Tapgun 
Hon. Minister of State, Federal Ministry of 
Commerce & Industry

The Institute of Directors is a foremost professional 
body with wide membership around the world and 
promotes corporate governance, integrity and 
transparency in business

Members of the Institute and their guests are 
invited to attend.

IoD Nigeria Abuja.
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International
Chavez says Colombian 

candidate would pose threat
PRESIDENT Hugo Chavez is hurling harsh 
words at the leading presidential candi­
date in neighbouring Colombia, saying he 
would pose a threat to Venezuela and its 
allies if he is elected.

Chavez complained about the leading 
candidate to succeed Colombian Presi­
dent Alvaro Uribe yesterday night while he 
denounced US meddling in Latin America.

Chavez was hosting a summit of allies 
ranging from Cuba’s Raul Castro to Bolivia’s

Evo Morales.
Chavez warned that Colombia would 

become a serious threat to its neighbours if 
former Defense Minister Juan Manuel San­
tos wins the presidential elections.

Voting will be held on May 30, and a 
second-round runoff is likely between the 
top two candidates.

“Now he wants to be president. This is 
a threat to all of us, especially for Ecuador, 
Venezuela and Nicaragua,” Chavez said.

Europe
allows
some
flights
but ash
prompts
new delays

EUROPE eased its aerial 
lockdown yesterday with 
around a half of its sched­
uled flights taking to the 
skies, but more ash from 
Iceland’s billowing volcano 
prolonged the agony of 
most stranded passengers.

Although the eruption 
of ash which has blackened 
the skies around the Eyjaf- 
joell volcano lost some 
o f its fury, plumes which 
headed towards Britain 
meant the runways at the 
continent’s busiest airport 
remained closed.

As some countries 
including France, Ger­
many and Belgium
allowed a gradual resump­
tion of flights, passengers 
lucky enough to get a ticket 
home spoke o f their utter 
joy.

“I’ve never been so 
happy in my life going 
back home,” said Shahriar 
Ravari from San Diego, 
waiting at a Paris airport 
for a flight to Los Angeles 
with the end of his travel 
nightmare in sight. “I love 
France but to be going 
home is something else.”

Millions of people have 
been stranded across the 
globe since Europe began 
shutting down airspace 
six days ago and the world 
association of airlines, 
LATA, says the crisis is 
costing the industry 200 
million dollars a day.

Eurocontrol, the body 
coordinating air traffic 
control across the region, 
said around 14,000 flights 
scheduled in Europe for 
Tuesday should take place, 
representing around half 
of the normal volume.
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Over 1 , 0 0 0  Trucks
Now on the Road

SPARE PARTS SERVICE CENTERS MOBILE SERVICE VAN

F E A T U R E S
> 3.6ltr Powerful Diesel Engine
> Power Steering with Tilt Cabin
* Large and a Wide Body Best in class
> 3 Ton Payload Capacity

FINANCE
AVAILABLE F ir s t R a n d

K an o : 15 Ibrahim Taiwo Road. [Tel: 0706 206 0776,0709 520 2401]
A b u ja : 5th Floor, IGI House, 3 Gwani Street, Off IBB Way, Wuse, Zone 4. [Tel: 08055030114,07056786202] 

M aid u g u ri: 10 Busari Road, Opp. Maiduguri Flour Mills. [Tel: 0705 5275455,0805 437 5770,0807 369 2759] 
L ag os: 31 Ize-lyamu St, Off Billigsway Rd, Oregun, Ikeja [Tel: 0702 7953797,0805 5787871,01-7624713,01-7624714]
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ZARIA ACADEMY
A co educational institution established in 1998

P.O. Box 532 Zaria, Kaduna State.

The following candidates are successful in the Zaria Academy Entrance Examination conducted on 6th March, 2010. 
They are invited for oral interview on 24th April, 2010 at the following centers: -

(I) Zaria: Zaria Academy Shika, KiNmetre 10, Funtua Road (Candidates from Kano, Kaduna, Zaria, Sokoto, Katsina, Zamfara and Kebbi).
(i0 Abuja: New Capital School, Kwame Nkruma Road Asokoro, Abuja (Candidates from Abuja, Nasarawa, Niger, Kogi, Kwara and Lagos/Ota) and *

(Hi) Bauchi: Sa'adu Zungur Primary School (Candidates from Bauchi, Yola, Jalingo, Gombe, Maiduguri and Jos), at 9:30am.

Exam No Name of Candidates

I BA/21 Hussmi Tahir Moh. Zahar

I 3 BA/12 Kabir Habib

BA/11 Boyinga Nuga

BA/04 Mamman Mustapha

BA/01 Abdulkarim Aminu

7 BA/09 Marouda Haruna Mustapha

% BA/03 Gidado Abubakar Ahmed

*
BA/10 Garba Abubakar

ifr BA/98 Muhammad Garba Nunideen

li ' KT/02 Nuhu Aminu Isah

14- XN701 Gidado Mukhtar Abdulhamid

”
KN/02 Goni Abdulaziz Ali

16 KN/07 Ibrahim Umar

1? £N/08 Dayyabu Suleiman

!S KN/IO Bilal Ado lnuwa

KN/12 Sada Abubakar Moh'd

28 KN/15 i'iurudeen Abubakar Sadiq

a t ' KN/16 Baffa Bello Mohammed

-- KN/18 Habib Najib

i n KN/19 Musa Abdul Basil Isah

24 KN/20 Abdulrazaq Suleiman

25 KN/22 Aliyu Muhammed M.

26 KN/23 /angina Salihi Mohammed

KN/24 Mohammed N’ajib

30 SO/23 Mainasara Ibtahim

il S0/06 Ameh Gabriel

)2 SO/11 Ahmad Muhammad 
Atxluira/ak

SO/27 Abubakar Dalhatu Muh. Anwar

34 SO/24 Aminu Sadiq Sahabi

35 SO/26 Aliyu Aliyu Mukaddas

: 'fc* 80/04 Aminu Bello Azizah

. « 80/02 Muhammed Lamido Aminu

M SO/IO Ahmad Abulaziz Ahmad

39 MA/01 Abubakar Zannah Ali Sadiq

40 01/06 Nuhu Yusuf

41 OT/05 Hanafi Abdulmalik

42 . OT/04 Adcribigbe Ayomide

43 OT/03 Jaito Abdul - Rauf

44 OT/02 Lawal Abdulmajid

SO AB/12 Mubarak Isa Umar

51 AB/OI Mohammed Nurodeen

52 AB/05 Abdullahi Aliyu

53 AB/02 Ya*u Abdullahi. B.

54 AB/03 Usman Kama!

AB/08 Ztihairu Salawu

Aa-09 Abubakar Moh’d Al-Amin

AB/10 Gimba Said

ART 3 Yakubu Danfuloti B.

E l AB/I4 Abdulrauf Hassan

AR'Il Dikko Muhammejl

AB/15 Ismail Abubakar Tsiga

.AB/16 Muh’ammed Yascer

AB/1* Aliyu Htiss&mt A.

65 AB/17 Walt Mustapha Ahmed

66 AB/22 Tasiu Salim Gachi

AB/21 Ibrahim Yazidu

AB/32* Hammayo Fad.ilAminu

;o

ZA-49 Yakubu Mubarak

ZA/06 Hamisu Ahmed

71 ZA'09 Mohammed Mustapha A.

ZA'10 Jumare Suiatman

n ZA/04 Abubakar AbduMkecra Sadiq

74 ZA/15 Ahmad Shuaibu Musa

75 ZA/48 Yakubu Mansur

76 ZA/13 Tammu Farouk Abubakar
----- *
77 ZA/23 Minka Fioikmg

ZA/44 Bab<i Ahmed Muharak

ZA/25 Mohammed Sadeeq Abubakar

» ZA/26 Yerima Fuad Mohaim«ed

M ZA/27 Abdulmumiiu Tanko

ZA/29 Ndayako Umar

ZA/46 Baba Ahmed Imran

S4 ZA/30 Isa Imrana Lawal

S5 ZA/43 Okwori S. Obobu

i l
ZA/50 Ibrahim Haruna

■ ZA/51 Garba Muhammad Sani

ZA/21 Thompson Dalhatu

M ZA/22 Abdulmajid Isah

m ZA/39 Alkali Akinin

9) ZA’35 Tahir Abubakar Sadiq

92 ZA/53 Abdullahi Tasi*u

JSS 1 Girls

S/N Reg.N* Name

1 B A/13 , Abdullahi M. Mariya

2 KT/03 Bagiwa Asma’u Lawal

3 KT/04 Mudassiru Hafsai;

4 KN ;>i Auwalu Rahama

5 KN/B Hassan Nana Hauwa

6 i J # t 4 Tsiga Ismaiia Amina

7 SSMW Suleiman Sada Sadiya

8 Nasir Amina Isiya

9 SOil 3 Tukur Atsha Tukur

10 Harana Naja’atu

II TR'02 Goje Khadijat

Kabir Hauwa

20

Sani Khadijat

Anisa Abdulrazaq

Sule -  Umar Fatima

A M ?  B Alkali Maryam Moh’d

Rahama Aliyu

Ibrahim Falmata

i Abdullahi Rabiat

Abbati Maryam

Muhammed Asiya

Modibbo Maryam

Bello Ummul Khari

25

[.awan Mohammed Farida

Musa Mohammed Zainab

A M i |  BabangidaJHafsat

27 ] Yakubu Iliya Rebecca

28 : - Mustapha Rabiatu

29 Sabo Babangida Rahamah

JO Ibrahim B. Maryam

31 I'AJBSf"; Muhammad Mardivah

32 1 ' Dantani Aisha Mull'd

33 = Muhammed Nusaiba K.

34 f c W ®  I Buba Moh'd Salma

35 ZA-OS g AdamZubaida

n AB/05/S Abdullahi Moh'd AbulFatahi

H  zA/° 2 Sadiq Sabirah Orize

5 1 '

38

ZA/12 Aminu Bashir Hauwau

ZA/37 Bashir Maryam

39

40

ZA/20 Salisu Nafisa

ZA/05 Ben -  Wiwuga Nadtrniletin

41 ZA/52 Nana Fidausi Sanusi

42 ZA/16 Shuaibu Hauwa'u Musa

43 ZA/14 Shuaibu Musa Asamau

ZA/31 Sumaila Ranlat

45 ZA/'36 Khelid hjajara Lawal

46 ZA/3S Asiy? Bashir Maigemu • *

4? ZA/34 Ma’arufFatima .

4S. Z.V28 Musa Ummi Salamatu

49 AB.06 Mubaraka Yusuf

59 AB/031 Yahaya Hamza Zaynab

SS1 Boys’

F.&am
INo

Name of Candidates

. 1 KN/09/S Dayyab Yusuf

T

KN/05/S Mahmoud Sani Kabir

SO«5/S Ameh Joseph Eneojo

j -4. S(>1S.'S Muazu Mustapha Jodi

• 5 AB/OI/S Buba Salihijo Ibrahim

AB/03/S Aiyelangbe Jimmy James

AB/04/S Haruna Abubakar Sadiq

AB/09/S Jala! Buhari

AB/12/S Aliyu Abdullahi

10 ZA/IO/S Abdullsalam Hamza

11 ZA/ll/S Okwori Jenikeri

ZA/13/S Baba Ahmad Adnan

!3 ZA.WS Raflndadi lawal Kabir

i l ZA/09/S Abubakar Idris Umar

15 ZA.'01/S Sadiq Ahmad Isa

ZA/05,'S Qlugbemi Olubopo A,

SS 1 Girls

S/N Reg. No Name

1 RAfti'S Ahmed Aisha Nabila

'2 BA Abdullahi Gwaram Aishatu

3 Abdulahi Garba Halima

4 K im -’S Isah Mujitaba A'ishatu

5 SO/19/S Rufa'l Aisha Ahmad

6 SO'ifrS Muazu Saratu Jodi

7 SO/25/S Aminu Sahabi Aisha

8 Atl/05/S Ibrahin Idirs Firdausi

9 A B » S Zaiewa Fatima Jibril

10 mm® Yusuf Maryam .

11 AB/lf/S
.....~ T-................
Ismaiia Maryam Tsiga

12 ABfWS Karaye Aisha Mustapha

13 z \m  s Hadiza Haruna Jumare

14 AB'KVS Idris Nana Amina

FOR FURTHER 

INFORMATION 

Contact: 
080-36786173, 

080-56826171 

www.zariaacademyng.com  

zariaacademy@hotmail.com

http://www.zariaacademyng.com
mailto:zariaacademy@hotmail.com
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FORUM FOR A UNITED PDP
CIO Modoji Road.GRA, Katsina, Tel: 08033851981 

KATSINA STATE

Prince Vincent Ogbulafor 
National Chairman, 
Peoples Democratic Party, 
Wadata Plaza, Wuse, 
Abuja

Your Excellency,

No! To The Illegal Dissolution of Katsina State PDP Executive by His Excellency 
The Executive Governor of Katsina State, Barr. Ibrahim Shehu Shema

We the undersigned humbly write to appeal to your 
good sense of judgment to look into the recent 
political developments in Katsina state, our state, 
which led to the unilateral and thoroughly unwarranted 

dissolution of the executive committees of the PDP, our 
party, at all levels by his Excellency the Governor, Alhaji 
Ibrahim Shehu Shema.

2. At this point in time, dissolution of the party executive 
officers to be replaced by so-called care-taker 
committees (populated by supporters of the Governor) 
is not what the PDP in Katsina state is in need of: The 
party is in dire need of reconciliation arising from the 
2006 Gubernatorial Primaries and also arising from the 
poor judgment of the Governor whose speciality is the 
systematic marginalization of party members especially 
foundation members, who are seen to be, in the words 
of his cronies, enemies to be sidelined and frustrated 
out of the party.

3. The current onslaught of the Governor who has no 
mandate whatsoever to dissolve the Executive 
Committees, a prerogative of only the National 
Secretariat is a step further in weakening the party in 
Katsina state and must therefore be resisted by all 
bona-fide members of the party.

4. By hijacking the National Secretariat's responsibility, we 
can see a clear case of arrogance and poor literary 
understanding of the constitution of the party and its 
history: this in our view is like stabbing us in the back by 
somebody whose only claim to political relevance is to 
be at the right place in the right time.

5. Your Excellency will do the POP a lot of good service by 
denouncing the Governor's unilateral activities as 
regards party politics, in this our State. For a start it may 
be interesting for the National Chairman to look into how 
a serving Senator of the Federal Republic- as if they do 
not have anything to do in the Senate-would be the 
chairman of the state caretaker committee. Is that what 
happened in States where dissolution occurred? The 
motive is clear. To perpetuate himself in power at all 
costs by manipulating the party structure to his 
advantage; an action that can destroy the party's 
achievements in the last 12 years, Including its history.

6. Would the Governor have been so daring to dissolve if 
Mutawallen Katsina was healthy and kicking? We are 
now beginning to see the aptness of the Hausa adage 
“Tsintattar Mage bata Mage”. We shall rise to fight this.

7. Contrary to even his own resolutions as to the 
constitution of the so-called caretaker committees, all

we had all over the state, in the local governments 
where he has been able to recruit willing partners, is a 
coalition of the hopeless “hopefuls' of friends and 
associates, without any known party affiliation. Where is 
he taking us to?

8. Your Excellency may wish to recall that the issue of 
dissolutions is not new. Times without number, the 
Governor's boys had bombarded the National 
Secretariat with* pretentious petitions stating that the 
Katsina PDP executives have outlived their statutory 
tenure. This is not true and this cannot stand in the face 
of available facts in the National Secretariat and here on 
grounds.

9 . As we approach 2011 general elections, soprie people 
are increasingly becoming desperate to either secure, 
fresh mandate or if that is not possible, to undermine the 
party for their 3eJft5tr-fntemsi -̂-YQiir Excel!ency has a 
responsibility to checkmate those treacherous 
elements within the party.

10. In light of the above therefore, we state unequivocally 
and in every strong terms that we are fully in support of 
those officials of the party who have gone to court to 
stop the mad rush to dissolve. We support them and 
stand by them. This is a question of principle which 
cannot be compromised.

11. Your Excellency may look at this matter urgently by 
investigating the issues here-in raised and take 
appropriate action to redeem the situation before it is 
too late: the politics of marginalization, sidelining and 
exclusion has never been in the best interest of the 
party.

12. Accept Sir, our warmest regards.

Signed.
1. Dr Mustapha lnuwa
2. Muntari Lawal Katsina
3. ZubairuAltGafal
4. NasiruUmarChakis
5. HaladuAshiru
6. Sanusi Hayin gada Malumfashi
7. Isa Bala Funtua ^
8. Dantata Mashi * a

o c
1. H.E Barr. Ibrahim Shehu Shema, <Jk>vt House, Katsina
2. Deputy National Chairman, Wadata House, Abuja
3. Zonal Chairman North West Zone PDP, Kaduna
4. Alh. Kabir M. Daudawa, State Chairman, PDP Katsina 

state. ^
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NIGERIA CUSTOMS SERVICE
CUSTOMS INTER-ZONAL GAMES

FUND RAISING DINNER
Towards a successful execution of 

the 2010 Comptroller-General of Customs Inter- Zonal Games,
scheduled for Calabar, Cross- River State, the Central Organising Committee 
hereby invites all Stakeholders and Friends of the Nigeria Customs Service to 

a Fund Raising Dinner Scheduled as follows:
Date: Thursday 22“ April 2010 

P j U  M * .  Gate Restaurant !SB < S I.,„  Road, L „ o ,

a as

Time: 6:00 pm

.. ......... , , . . . .

,77) HUMAN DEVELOPMENT JNITIATIVES
NGO Development & Management Training
This broad based training is aimed at oddressing the highly deficient agarecfBonal capacity needs of nascent NGOs and providing the foundation fix success to potential NGO founders and managers. St will 
therefore provide participants witn jrwaluatole NGO mafxjgement, fundraising, networking and financial management skills as wel as a8 round project development and Implementation skills, FdfficDants w i benefit 
frOTt»richk^hlsofB(x»dm®T^j«sofsucx«sftjiNG<^andCorBu8cB*<X!govwK»icearsdboa«ddev^cptwit!ssues.
For Whom? Existing and Potential NGO Founders and 8oard Members, Executive Directors. Directors and Heads of Departments, Project leaders. Programme Managers. Team leaders. NGO Consultants etc. 

focutfv Prof. Sarah 8A  Ctoto Prof. Omoloiu Soyambo, Prof. fiotap Ovasanoye and Mr. IhomasAjtoona

A VENUE: A
HDI-Ch*d Rights Education Centre,

Tw  2 iwaya Stood, Ona^ftsba, Lagos,

COURSE FEE :
N10,000 00 per participant
Fee covers tuition, course materials, tea break and lunch.

DATES:
May Diet: 4 May, 2010 
July Diet 6* July 2010 
September Diet: 7th July 2010

2 * COURSE IN CHILD SOCIAL WORK
Theme: The Social Worker 6  Child Protection 
Under The Chttd Rights Act 
A 2-day intensive training programme to update 
the knowledge, skills and aptitudes of social 
workers for effective and efficient service 
delivery towards implementing the Child Rights 
Act/Laws.
For Whom: 1. Those who work or intend to start 
work as social work practitioners. (2). Those who 
desire to enrich their experience in social work 
and 3. Those who provide chttd welfare services 
Topics:
1. Ethical Issues in Social Vfork Practice
2. Handling Children with Behavioural &

Learning Challenges
3. Interviewing Skills for Social Workers
4. Dealing With Mental Health and Substance 

Abuse in Social Work
5. legal issues in Social Wort!
6. Best Practices and Challenges of Social Work
7. Case Studies & Practical Exercises in Child 

Social Work
Date: 18* and 19“ May, 2010
Venue: HOl-Child Rights Education Centre, 2 

Iwaya Road, Q«ike*Yaba, Lagos.
Course Fee: N30,000.00per participant.

CHILD RIGHTS TRAINING FOR HEALTH 
PROFESSIONALS 

Theme: Promoting fit Protecting Children'* 
Rights in Health Care Practice
This 2-day training aims at equipping health 
professionals with in-depth knowledge and skills 
with which to uphold and promote childrens 
rights In their daily practice. It also aims at 
enhancing the capacity of parents to meet the 
developmental and health related needs of their 
children with 
Topics
1. Child Health and the Law
2. Child Protection Policy and Chttd Abuse
3. Girf-CMd Health and Gender Equity in 

Development
4. Enhancing Child Rights within the Health Care 

System
5. Understanding Special Chttd Health Services 

Programmes: A Case Study of Selected States
6. Key Issues inChild and Maternal Health

Date: 20* and 21* May, 2010
Venue: HDS-Child Rights Education Centre, 2 

Iwaya Road, Onike-Yaba, Lagos. 
Course Fee: N25,000,00 per participant.

CHILD RIGHTS TRAINING FOR SCHOOLS 
ADMINISTRATORS AND CARE GIVERS 

Tfiem e: Im plem enting Child R ights  
Legislations in Educational Institutions

This 2-day training aims at equipping 
professionals in the field of education with 
requisite knowledge and competencies with 
which to address and promote child rights Issues 
in educational settings. St also aims at enhancing 
the capacity of parents and care givers to meet 
the developmental and education related needs 
of their children and wards.
Topics
1. Child Education Under theCRAand USEC
2. Regulatory Framework for Establishment of 

Schools and Educational Institutions
3. The Montessori Education and Child 

Participation
4. implementing Child Rights in Early Childhood 

Education
5. Effective Strategies for Coping With 

Challenging Behaviours in Early Childhood 
Environment

6. Case Studies and Practical Exercises

Bate: 25*and»* May, 2010
Venue; HDl-Chitd Rights Education Centre,

2 hvaya Road, Onike-Yaba, Lagos.

Course Fee: N25,000.00 per participant.

5”  COURSE IN CHILD RIGHTS EDUCATION 
Theme: Implementing Child Sights Legislation in 
Nigeria

Training Focus:
1. implementing the Child Rights Act in Nigeria: 

Prospects and Challenges
2. The Family Court System Under the Chttd Rights

Act
3. Child Education Under Child Rights Act and 

Universal Basic Education
4. Child Health and the Law
5. Child Participation and Cultural Standards in 

the Child Rights Act
6. Child Justice Administration Under the Child 

Rights Act
7. Wardship, Fostering and Adoption Under Child 

Rights Act
8. Handling Children with Behavioural Challenges
9. Programming for Orphans and Vulnerable 

Children

Date: 8“ to Iff" June, 2010

Venue: HDI-Child Rights Education Centre, 2 Iwaya 
Road, Onike-Yaba, Lagos.

Course Fee: N40,000.00 per participant.

inte^x^ondi and Of^1i2C&jn§. £$$ ‘acuity
i Coket 0?- funmi Bornrr-ĉ k©, Dr Jdong©$£ and Professor

NB: f&e covers Mtion, course materials, tea break and lunch, 
HQf'CRfC Faculty: H D ! C ' < £ C f a c u :t y  m e r r - b e r * a r e C c a ; e e x p e r t s  a n d £ v c $ @ £ d r a w n  f r o m t h e O c tx s & r r -k z  * . c f c c o •>. e d u c a t i o n m t t e z a s  s w s i ! c r # c s r

80S

Fo? registration, kindly moke payments in favour of Human Develeoment Initiatives into G1 Bank A/C No. 201 118 053 ) 12 . ror further enquiries please contact Mike 0802 S22 5045. Bade:

%

SPECIAL INVITATION
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BUSINESS
0805 1000 536

For Helicopter flights to anywhere 
in Nigeria and direct flight into 

Abuja township call:

LO AS
H E LIC O P TE R S  

Maryland Heliport, Ikeja, Lagos

GSM- +234 803 4413432 
+234 705 666 9020

wsb> ww.02s-hecoptfif.com 
Ê l:contact@oa$4i8Sccptefs.CQn)

Salaries: NITEL workers 
may resort to violence
By Yunus Abdulhamid

ALTHOUGH Nigerians are not known 
for the Palestinian style of protest, work­
ers at the Nigerian Telecommunica­
tions Limited (NITEL) and its mobile 
arm, Mtel under the aegis of Concerned 
NITEL/Mtel have threatened to make 
Nigeria ungovernable by resorting to 
suicide bombing if they are not paid 
their salaries,

The workers said they have not

One of the staff on duty, Hassan Yusuf 
said if government does not come up 
promptly to pay them their salaries, they 
may be forced into suicide bombing and 
other forms of violence out of frustrations.

Okonkwo Martins lamented that they 
have staged protests at BPE, National 
Assembly, etc and also sent petition let­
ters to ministers of communications, Jus­
tice and Finance who are member of the 
National Council on Privatisation (NCP), 
yet there had been no sign of action.

pay interconnection fee,” he said.
Following the removal of Christo­

pher Anyanwu as Director General, Act­
ing President Goodluck Jonathan had 
set up a committee to review his stew­
ardship with ministers of Justice, Com­
munication and Finance as members.

The dissolution of the cabinet after­
word caused a natural death to the effort. 
Weeks after a new cabinet was consti­
tuted by Jonathan, nothing has been 
heard.

are threatening to make the country 
ungovernable for the federal govern­
ment except practical steps are taken to 
remedy their deplorable situation.

An estimated N15 billion is needed 
to pay the two years salaries of the 3,500 
workers of the beleaguered companies.

When Daily Trust visited the MTEL 
interchange office in Wuse 2 Abuja 
Monday, dozens of staff were seen on 
duty attending to skeletal services. 
Despondency and frustration as well 
anger marked their responses to enquir­
ies.

switches were on, while the generators 
were humming to power their services 
rendered to private network providers 
(PTOs).

Engr. Muhammad Yabo demonstrated 
to this reporter that the Mtel network was 
still working by using his Mtel line to call 
another one.

“Everything is in order here. Govern­
ment only needs to-be decisive and come 
out on the way forward for NITEL/Mtel 
to move on. We cannot call other network 
only because of their disconnecting us as 
there has been no stable management to

CBN

CBN EXCHANGE RATES
19/4/2010

Zenith Bank appoints 
Emefiele as MD designate
From Kayode Ekundayo, Lagos

SHAREHOLDERS of Zenith Bank Pic yes­
terday at the bank’s Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) approved payment of a dividend pay­
out of 45K per share amounting to N 11.3 bil­
lion and a bonus of one for every four.

Besides, the outgoing managing director 
Jim Ovia also presented formally the desig­
nated managing director of the bank, Godwin 
Emefiele.

Ovia, who quits in August is a pioneer staff 
and CEO of the bank and steered the bank from 
its modest beginning 20 years ago to its present 
height. Many shareholders also paid glowing 
tribute to Jim.

Zenith announced a pre-tax profit of N35 
billion. During the year under review, the 
Zenith group recorded gross revenue of N 
277billion up from N”2 11 billion representing 
a 31 per cent revenue growth from previous 
year, indicating an increasing dominance of 
the Zenith brand in market and has followed 
it up with an equally remarkable first quarter 
result that showed a N55 billion gross earnings 
for the period ending March 2001.

STOCK M A R K ET  IN D E X
Date: Tuesday, Aprfl 20,2010

Index: 28,029.78

Volume: 967,545,543

Cap: N 6,779,714,732,650.00

TRUST INDEX

Chukwuma Nwoko couldn’t be reached 
for comment as he was said to have trav­
elled out of town.

New Generation Telecoms, a con­
sortium of three companies including 
China Unicom bided $2.5 billion for 
NITEL on. February 16. The transac­
tion took a decisive turn two days after 
when China Unicom denied involve­
ment in the bid. However, some days 
after, it confirmed its European office 
had pledged technical and managerial 
support to the group should it emerge 
victorious at the bid.

YKN 1.603

B u r e a u  d e  C h a n g e  R a te s  J

BUYING

Dollar N151

Euro N204

Pound N234

SELLING

Dollar NI52

Euro N206

Pound N236

I Source: S& J Bureau de Change, Wuse Zone 4, Abuja.

Inflation 12.3%

GDP 6.68%

Budget N4.6tr

Ext. Reserves Acct $41.5bn

Excess Crude Acct $3.9bn

Poverty Ratio 54.4%

Monetary Policy Rate 6%

Banks 24

Oil Price $82 a barrel

Power Supply 2,500MW

-  Oil output per day 2.6mbd

Broad Money Supply N10,618,587.9m

Credit to Private Sector N10,006,236.9m

Inter-Bank Rate 1.1700%

Treasury Bills 2.02%

Deposit Rate 10.98%

Prime Lending Rate' (§l 18-28%
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The winners pose with a 
Man United official at one 
of the entrances to the 
Old Trafford stadium.

Excited winners doff their 
caps to Glo for giving them a 
live experience of the famous 
Old Trafford dugout.

Inside the team's 
room, Glo Promo
identify with their 
Man United playa

Winners getting a fe©! of 
the turf right inside the 
Old Trafford stadium.
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RECHARGE AND GO TD OLD TRAFFORD
  ALL EXPENSES PAID ----------

YOU TOO
A

■locker 
I  winners 
favourite

7 '  17 9 «0 21

The winning team show off their 
custom made Man United Jerseys! 
at the entrance to the Old Trafford j

Lmuseum.

The Gio Promo winners relish 
a special moment with the 

H  latest Manchester United
silverware.

MAN UNITED FIXTURE LIST
|m m | Apr 24

M a y iT S l

Yes, you too can watch Manchester Unitects 
remaining exciting matches live at Old 
Trafford, all expenses paid. Recharge with 
N200 or more and stand a chance to file out 
with your dream team.

Gio is the Official integrated Telecoms Partner of Manchester United 
in Nigeria, Ghana and Republic of Benin.

Rule your world Cjlo



30 DAILY TRUST Wedesday, April 21,2010

ABDULLAHI D ikko Inde, N igerian Customs Service boss

Task force sacks Customs 
check points in North-East
From Isa UmarGusau, Maiduguri

A task force set up by the Comptrol­
ler General of the Nigerian Customs 
Service Abdullahi Dikko Inde has 
dismantled numerous check points 
across highways in parts of the North 
East, which were regarded as illegally 
preventing free mobility of lawful 
goods in the region.

Checks and enquiries from 
motorists and inter-state traders 
by our correspondent, show that 
check points hitherto existing in 
Auno along Maiduguri-Damaturu 
highway; T-junction along Banki 
in Bama local government area; 
Mubi junction and Numan bridge in 
Adamawa state, Kiyawa and Azare in 
Bauchi as well as other check points 
along Gombe-Bauchi and Maidug­
uri-Kano roads and other parts of 
the region have mostly disappeared 
in recent times.

The check points had been a 
source of worry for motorists and 
traders especially those transporting goods such as fabrics from Kano to Maiduguri with most of them

complaining that they were being 
extorted at check points mounted by 
some custom men whereas they were 
not carrying prohibited items. Some­
times, the check points led to protests 
along highways.

Daily Trust gathered that Mow­
ing public complaints, a 14-man task 
force set up by the Customs’ boss 
some four months ago and deployed 
to the northeast zone from the cus­
toms headquarters in Abuja immedi­
ately swung into action, trailing and 
arresting officers at check points for 
investigation and prosecution.

Traders at the Maiduguri Mon­
day Market have since applauded the 
effort of the Comptroller-General, 
thanking him for clearing a major 
threat to their businesses.

Malam Gana Abubakar, who 
brings in wrappers from Kano to 
Maiduguri, said in recent months 
virtually all the check points have 
disappeared He recalled that in the 
past, many traders had to offer bribes 
before they were allowed to freely

move their goods which were not in 
the prohibition list of the customs. 
“We are very gratelul to this comp­
troller-general, I think the customs 
under him deserves accolade and it 
is necessary to say so because if they 
were doing wrong things we will also 
say it loud” Abubakar noted

Some of the traders who ply 
Dikwa-Gamboru and other boarder 
areas in Bomo State however noted 
that while they appreciated the sack­
ing ofcheck points, they were worried 
by the severe scrutiny oftheirvehicles, 
tricycles and any equipment by the 
taskforce who suspect that smuggled 
items were being concealed, describ­
ing the exercise as time wasting.

A custom official in the Bomo 
command said though he was neither 
a member of the task force nor hold­
ing brief for them, he believed that the 
scrutiny was not to embarrass trad­
ers and motorists but to ensure that 
importations were done without pro­
hibited items and with all levies remit­
ted to government.

Business

Jazz up your City driving, the Honda way.
Honda cars are well-known for exceptional quality and 
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T he  Power o f  D ream s

Honda cars are well-known for exceptional quality and 
performance. The 2010 range is equally built to surpass your 
expectations. Visit your nearest Honda Place Showroom today 
to find out more about these exhilarating models.
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Starting at: #2,495,000

THE HONDA PLACE
13A, Adeyemo Alakija/Akin Adesoia Street, V/l, Lagos 
0702 8442088. 0803 3264526. 0805 7759889. 
01-8525040. 8520004,8520005 
VICTORIA ISLAND (?)
01-8983296. 01-8741047.0702-8022472 
APAPA
01-8520222, 01-8524444,0605-7761006 
UESHA
01-8520202.01-8520776,8520203. 0805-7761004

IKEJA
01 -3520003.01 -8741005.
0805 4799999,01 -8522082.
0702 80061170805 6149963, KADUNA 
0702 8005924,07028022371 T*/Fax: 062-237810.211289. 
UEKW 08037040138
01-852 0001,0803 9765001 
ABUJA 
0805 4099999.
09-2348007.2349384 
08034099999.08042133869.

PORT HARCOURT
0805 4277777,084-238317, 
0803 4277777.0803 4299999.

KANO
0805-4399999,0803-3264552. 
064-640862.

CALABAR
0803 9765 000 
0805 9765 000 
0803 3617 050
MAIDUGURI:
07028024365
08052222324
IBADAN
08055550477
08039765001

Emai hondasates@staHkmgroup.com, hondaservtos@staliiongroup.com, hondacare@stalliongroup.com

HOTLINES:
SM E S/U
01-8520010,01-8520011.01 -8524444, 
01-8520776.01-8525040.
01-8520202. 01-8520222. 01-8520207. 
01-8520203
Honda Finance-
07028442088 07028759613, 8520011 r 
8525040,8520004,8520005. 

honda.com.ng

Comex aaan/0140

*

mailto:hondasates@staHkmgroup.com
mailto:hondaservtos@staliiongroup.com
mailto:hondacare@stalliongroup.com


DAILY TRUST Wednesday, April 21, 2010

Business/Aviation
BUSINESS

Air passengers are stranded around the world as a result of ash cloud across Europe.

Aero introduces new flight 
fares system
AEROCONTRACTOR has announced the adoption of an 
advanced pricing strategy and price optimization application 
called Aviator, with the capacity to make available 26 different 
types of fare on every flight.

Announcing this initiative, the airlines Head of Commer­
cial, Robert Prophet said that this application is the first of its 
type by any Nigerian carrier and it is a decision support tool. 
that can evaluate historical flight date, using it to make demand 
forecasts and allocating seats to the fare classes in order to maxi­
mize profitability.

He explained that Aviator is a new generation revenue man­
agement support designed for the most dynamic business envi­
ronment, adding that the new system covers low cost logic, low 
cost carrier optimization and a host of decision support func­
tionality to allow Aero to maintain market leader position.

He hinted that numerous European and North American 
airlines currently use the Aviator for their revenue management.

His words: “Aviator will put Aero ahead of its competitors. 
Since Aero adopted a new business model last year based on an 
efficient fare (pricing) and operational scheme, it has become 
the dominant carrier in Nigeria.

“This innovation is a key component of Aero’s business 
model where pricing is a key lever in responding to market 
forces. The Airline Revenue Management Application helps to 
maximize revenue and profits.”

Foreign flight operations 
begin at Lagos airport

From Nahimah Ajikanle Nurudeen, Lagos

CHEERS of joy rang out as flight operations commenced yester­
day at the Muitala Muhammad International Airport (MMIA) 
Lagos after a devastated travel plans due volcanic ash cloud. The 
skeletal flight operations began following the re-opening of air­
space in some European countries.

Daily Trust visit to the airport revealed that British Airways, 
Arik air, KLM, Virgin Atlantic, Lufthansa and Air France have 
indicated readiness to depart from the airport any moment

Passengers were seen around the tickets counters of various 
airlines at the departure hall of the airport to confirm their check 
in time as some were already boarding their flights. Workers of 
the airlines regretted the huge sum of money their airlines had 
incurred as a result of the volcanic ash which shut down most

airspace in Europe.
According to a release by the British Airways media consult­

ant in Nigeria, the Quadrant Company Limited, “latest depar­
ture information for Lagos to London new departure date is 
Tuesday 20 Apr 2010 (13:00 Local time).Passengers who were 
stranded may also proceed to the airport to check-in, as online 
check in is not available.”

The statement continued: “British Airways aims to resume 
some flights into and out of London s airports from 7pm on 
Tuesday April 20 following the proposed reopening of U K , 
European airspaces by the aviation authorities. Please check 
your exact flight details on ba.com or call your travel agent 
before departing for the airport”

BA stated that the airline was working on detailed plans to 
help as many customers as possible who have been unable to

fly due to the unprecedented circumstances that have forced 
all airlines operating in northern Europe in the last one week 

An Arik air official who preferred anonymity said the airline 
flight may resume flight at about 3pm if the final confirmation 
comes from the airlines’ management

However, other airline staffs from Lufthansa, Air France and 
KLM could not ascertain their operations but only said that they 
expect their flights to arrive in Nigeria, while the arriving aircraft 
will convene intending passengers from Nigeria to their various 
destinations in Europe. Some of the passengers who spoke to Daily 
Trust expressed delight over the resumption of flight even as some 
of them were still afraid ofthe safety situation in European airspaces.

A British Airways passenger told this paper: “I am very happy 
that I will be travelling today but I am still concerned about the 
weather condition in the UK, you know anything can happen.”

Rivers donates fire 
truck to FAAN
AS part o f efforts to boost safety and security at the Port 
Harcourt International Airport, Rivers State Government 
has donated three brand new fire trucks to the Federal 
A irports Authority o f  Nigeria (FAAN).

A ccording to the General Manager, Public Affairs ot 
FAAN, Mr. Akin Oluknule, the donation o f the fire trucks 
was sequel to an early appeal by FAAN’s M anagem ent to 
the Rivers State Governm ent in 2009 to partner with the 
Authority to prevent the airport being downgraded from 
Category 9 to Category 8.

He stated that the state governm ent had earlier 
released two o f  the fire trucks to FAAN while the third 
one was delivered to the Authority last week.

Olukunle explained that the three tire trucks include 
two M ercedes Benz A C T R O S 3358 Regular fire trucks 
and one Ford Rapid Intervention Vehicle (R1V).

W ith  the donation o f  the three Fir Trucks, he said, 
the Port H arcourt International A irport has now fully 
s > ))2 x C a ie y n r v 9  .siaJus.

Receiving the fire trucks on behalf o f FAAN ’s M an­
aging D irector, Mr. Richard Aisuebeogun, the Regional 
M anager, (South -E a st)  as well as Port H arcourt Inter­
national A irport M anager, Engineer H enry Anyanwu, 
thanked G overnor Rotim i Chibike Amaechi adm inistra­
tion for the donation.

Volcanic ash: Foreign airlines count losses
FOLLOWING the eruption of volcanic ash which has crippled 
flight operations in and out of the European countries for over 
five days, foreign Airlines operating in Nigeria at the weekend 
continue to record huge operational losses with thousands of 
passengers stranded at Lagos and Abuja airports.

The cumulative estimated loss put together by the global 
airlines’ body: International Air Transport Association (LATA) 
is pegged at over $200m daily.

According to statistics released by the global airlines regu­
latory body: International Air Transport Association (LATA), 
British Airways is losing about $30m daily, while Lufthansa 
Airlines is losing a daily average of $34m, whereas the Middle 
East carrier: Emirates Airlines has far lost over about $50m.

There are still no flights either from the Murtala Muhammad 
International Airport, Ikeja, Lagos as at Monday with all other 
aspect of business activities at the international wing of the air­
port saw the impact of the no flight operations. Major operators 
affected in Nigeria are:British Airways, Virgin Atlantic Airways, 
Lufthansa Airlines, Air France/KLM, and Arik Air.

The increasing losses by global airlines comes on the heels of 
agitation by Eurgoean carriers for compensation for non flight 

operations since the European Union dosed the European air­
space as a fall out of the volcanic ash, which the airlines are argu­
ing is unwise on the grounds of poor leadership and information 
mismanagement.

This comes just as airline officials affected by the volcanic ash 
are putting pressure on European Union to re- open the airspace.

A meeting was convene among the twenty countries on how to 
resolve the opening of the dosed airspace, as some carriers includ­
ing Lufthansa, KLM, BA took a test flight to the sky to ascertain 
safety of flight operations in the European skies.

Online reports indicated that some countries in Europe, 
induding Poland, authorities re-opened the airport for a few 
hour after it was dosed on account of the non seizure of the vol­
canic ash.

Britain sent Royal Navy warships to rescue those stranded 
across the Channel by the volcanic ash cloud while IATA criti­
cizing European offidals regarding their action oflack of “coor­
dination and leadership” in the crisis that shut down most Euro­
pean airports for a fifth day.

According to IATA, “Eurocontrol, the air traffic agency in 
Brussels, said less than one-third of flights in Europe were taking 
off Monday - between 8,000 and 9,000 of the continent’s 28,000 
scheduled flights. Passengers in Asia who had slept on airport 
floors for days and were running out of money staged protests 
at airport counters.

All airports were open temporarily yesterday in Spain and 
the country volunteered to become the new hub ofEurope toget 

stranded passengers moving again, hiftastructure minister Jose 
Blanco said Spain could take around 100,000 people under the 
new emergency plan, which focuses on aircraft trying to bring 
Britons home from Asia, Latin America and North America. 
Spain will also beef up train, bus and ferry services to get travel­
lers to their destinations.”



I  3 2
BUSINESS DAILY TRUST Wednesday, April 21, 2010

Business/International
Tanzanian Stock Exchange 
partners Nigeria's

THE Dar-es-Salaam Stock Exchange in Tanzania is to part­
ner with the Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE) in the creation 
of its second-tier securities market.

Mr. John Mwaitete, Enterprise Growth Market Coordi­
nator of the Dar-es-Salaam Stock Exchange, saicl this when 
he led a team to the NSE on Monday.

He said his team was at the NSE to acquaint itself with 
the operations of a second-tier market, adding that the 
Dar-es-Salaam Stock Exchange was about to'launch its 
own segment.

Mwaitete said that the new segment would be called 
Enterprise Growth Market.

“We were delegated to get abreast of what the launch 
will require, yhat it involves and the experiences the NSE 
went through before it launched its own,” he said.

Mwaitf te expressed satisfaction with the warm recep­
tion acco ded the team by the NSE.

The director General of the NSE, Prof. Ndi Okereke- 
Onyiuk commended the team for the bold move to seek 
information from a fellow African nation.

Sb a said that the Dar-es-Salaam Exchange was modeled 
after the NSE, adding that the two markets had enjoyed 
J.on standing relationship which would be sustained.

Ax Binos Yaroe, NSE General Manager, Operations and 
Tr ormation Technology, said a five-day programme had 

iii prepared for the team members.
Yaroe said that the team would interact with stockbro- 

ers, visit some issuing houses as well as at least two com- 
j  inii listed in the second-tier market.

’ ,v:f!he Securities and

price rises as 
confidence returns
WORLD oil prices have risen after investor confidence 
returned and hopes for an end to flight disruptions due to 
Icelandic volcanic ash were boosted.

US light crude oil rose by $1.22, or 1.5%, to $82.67 a 
barrel. London Brent oil rose by $1.03 to $85.26 a barrel.

The oil price had fallen by about $4 since fraud charges 
filed in the US against Goldman Sachs on Friday shook 
market sentiment. The price of oil hit an 18-month high 
earlier this month.

Goldman Sachs reported a net profit of $3.5bn for the 
first three months of the year on Tuesday, nearly double 
the profit it posted a year earlier. Goldman has rejected 
allegations by the US financial watchdog that it defrauded 
investors. The oil price was also boosted by news that some 
European airports were reopening.

Demand for oil, and therefore its price, dipped sharply 
while planes were grounded across the world because of the 
Icelandic volcano eruption last Thursday. BBC.

50,000 S/African 
workers to strike at 
port, rail

Yaroe said that the Dar-es-Salaam Stock Exchange was 
established in 1996 and started operations in 1998.

He said that the Exchange, which currently has 11 listed 
companies and five government bonds, had a lot to learn 
from its Nigerian counterpart. (NAN).

SOME 50,000 workers 
could go on strike at South 
Africa’s port, rail and pipe­
line operations after wage 
talks with logistics group 
Transnet failed, a transport 
union said on Tuesday.

A strike at monopoly 
Transnet could cripple 
transport of coal and iron 
ore exports, distribution of 
fuel and shipping in Afri­
ca’s biggest economy.

The South Afri­
can Transport and 
Allied Workers Union 
(SATAWU) said Transnet 
had offered to raise wages 
by eight per cent, while the 
union was demanding an 
increase of 15 per cent.

The country’s inflation

rate stands at 5.7 per cent.
The union said it will 

present Transnet s final 
offer to its members on 
April 22, when it will 
decide on whether to 
strike.

“Conciliation in a wage 
dispute between the two 
recognised unions and 
Transnet came to an end 
late last night, making way 
for the possibility of strike 
action across South Afri­
ca’s port, rail and pipeline 
systems,” SATAWU said in 
a statement.

Transnet’s staff are rep­
resented by Satawu and 
the United Transport and 
Allied Trade Union. (Reu- 
ters/NAN).

Morocco's 
March inflation
up 0.9%

MOROCCAN consumer 
prices rose 0.9 percent in 
March from a year ago on 
higher food prices, below 
the government forecast of 
around 1 percent, the state 
High Planning Commis­
sion (HCP) said yesterday. >

Food prices, which 
account for more than 40 
percent of the inflation 
gauge, grew 0.9 percent 
while non-food prices had 
increased by the same pace, 
it added.

On a monthly basis, 
inflation rose 1.4 percent in 
March versus the previous 
month on a 3.3 percent rise

in food prices, the Com­
mission said.

Underlying inflation, a 
measure used by Morocco’s 
central bank to fix mone­
tary policy which excludes 
goods with volatile prices 
and state tariffs, was up 
0.1 percent in March com­
pared with the same month 
last year.

Last year’s headline 
inflation showed a marked 
slowdown of 0.5 percent 
from a 2008 figure of 3.9 
percent— the highest level 
in a decade due to high 
food and energy prices. 
(Reuters)

Goldman Sachs profits 
top $3bn
US bank Goldman Sachs has seen its profit for the first 
quarter of 2010 nearly double.

The bank reported net earnings of $3.46bn (£2.25bn) 
for the three months to March, up from $1.8bn a year ago.

Goldman also revealed that it paid its employees about 
$5.5bn in compensation, equivalent to 43% of its revenue.

Earlier, the UK’s Financial Services Authority (FSA) 
announced a formal enforcement investigation into the 
bank regarding recent fraud allegations.

The results were ahead of Wall Street expectations, with 
revenue coming in at $12.8bn, up 36% on the year, and 
beating forecasts of $1 lbn.

BBC business editor Robert Peston describe^ the results 
as “another spectacular set of figures”.

Shares in the bank rose more than 1% in pre-market 
trading. ; \

Goldman’s $5.5bn pay pot is spread across the bank’s 
33,100 employees, implying an average of $166,000 each.

However, the proportion of compensation to revenues 
was lower than it paid a year ago, when it set aside 50% of 
revenues for remuneration.

BBC.

Kenyan oil firm acquires new well
NATIONAL Oil Corporation of Kenya said on Tuesday 
it planned to acquire 2D seismic data at Block 14T on the 
Magadi Basin that will help market it for licensing as an 
exploration area.

Although Kenya, east Africa’s largest economy, has no 
proven reserves, exploration interest in the country has 
increased on the back of discovery of oil in neighbouring 
Uganda and natural gas in Tanzania.

The government has leased out 24 blocks to explorers, 
with at least 11 blocks of those having been licensed in the 
period since September 2008.

“National Oil Corporation intends to acquire 2D seis­
mic data for Block 14T... at a regional grid over the Magadi 
Basin to establish whether there exists a petroleum trap­
ping system...” it said in an advertisement in the local Daily 
Nation newspaper.

“The data will be used in promoting the area as a petro­
leum exploration block worth licensing by the Government 
of Kenya,” the advertisement, which sought expressions of 
interest from consultancy firms, added.

Firms with exploration licences in Kenya include Ana- 
darko Petroleum, Chinas CNOOC and Origin Energy.
(Reuters/NAN).
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NATIONAL OPEN UNIVERSITY OF NIGERIA
14/16, Ahmadu Bello Way, P. M. B. 80067, Victoria Island, Lagos.

INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL ADVERTISEMENT APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHANCELLOR
The post of the Vice-Chancellor of the National Open University of Nigeria will become vacant on 15 October, 2010. In accordance with the 
provisions of the Universities (Miscellaneous Provisions) Decree No.11 of 1993 as amended by the Universities (Misceilaneous 
Provisions) (Amendment) Act, 2003, the Governing Council of the University wishes to commence the process for the appointment of a new 
Vice-Chancellor for the University. Consequently, applications are hereby invited from suitably qualified candidates for the post. Interested 
candidates are requested to note the following information:

THE UNIVERSITY
The National Open University of Nigeria (NOUN) was established by 
the Federal Government in May 2002 in line with the provisions of the 
National Open University Act 25 of 1983. The mission of the 
University, as a dedicated single mode open and distance learning 
institution, is to make education available to as many people as are 
sufficiently prepared, able and willing to benefit from the various levels
of education provided through the open and distance learning mode.

•

The University, with its Headquarters located at 14/16 Ahmadu Bello 
Way, Victoria Island, Lagos, has a liaison office in Abuja, a campus in 
Kaduna and 39 Study Centres spread across the Country.

THE POSITION
The Vice-Chancellor, as the Chief Executive Officer of the university, 
is responsible to the Governing Council and the Honourable Minister 
of Education for day to day management of the university. He or she is 
required to provide strategic direction to management, staff and 
students and provide advice on academic, administrative and fiscal 
policies to Senate and Governing Council of the University. As 
standard bearer of the University, the Vice-Chancellor is required to 
procure funding, initiate high priority academic work, enhance public 
awareness, vigorously pursue advocacy for open and distance 
learning and promote the good image of the institution.

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CANDIDATE
The candidate for the post of Vice-Chancellor must possess a good 
earned PhD from a recognized university and proven managerial 
skills for human and material resources. The candidate is also 
expected toe
(a) Be a distinguished scholar of the rank of Professor with ability to 

provide academic and administrative leadership to the 
university Community;

(b) Possess clear vision for the development of the University and 
realisation of its mission;

(c) Command the respect of the national and international 
academic communities by virtue of his/her track record;

(d) Demonstrate interpersonal and team building skills and ability 
to strengthen the relationship between staff, students, and 
other members of the university community;

(e) Enjoy excellent physical and mental health;
(f) Exhibit the entrepreneurial drive and ability to attract funds and 

mobilise other resources for development of the University;
(g) Have demonstrable ability to establish and maintain 

partnerships with local and international governmental and 
non-governmental agencies;

(h) Possess a strong working knowledge of Nigeria’s education 
system; working knowledge of open and distance learning 
would be an advantage.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SERVICE APPLICABLE TO THE 
POST
The Vice-Chancellor shall hold office for a single term of five (5) years 
only on such terms and conditions as may be specified in the letter of 
appointment. The remuneration and other conditions of service are 
as applicable to the post of Vice-Chancellor in all Federal Universities 
in Nigeria and as may be determined from time to time by the 
Government/Governing Council of the University.

METHOD OF APPLICATION
(i)Each application, including the candidate's detailed curriculum 
vitae(and one page summary) duly signed and 
dated as well as a statement of his/her vision for the 
University’s future, should be made in 30 copies. The curriculum 
vitae must contain the candidate’s name in full, age, marital status, 
educational attainment, nationality, and professional and academic 
achievements.
(ii)Each application should include the names and addresses of three 
referees. Each applicant should request each of his/her referees to 
forward, direct to the Registrar, a confidential report on the 
candidate’s character, academic and managerial abilities in a 
properly sealed envelope marked Post of Vice-Chancellor: 
Referee’s Report with name of candidate at the top left hand corner 
of the envelope.
(iii)AH applications and referees' reports shall be submitted under 
confidential cover and addressed to:

Registrar and Secretary to Council 
National Open University of Nigeria 
14/16 Ahmadu Bello Way,
P.M.B. 80067,
Victoria island,
Lagos State.

(iv)ln the case of candidates identified by the Search Team, each 
application shall, in addition to the foregoing requirements, be 
accompanied by a letter of consent duly signed by the candidate.
(v)The sealed envelope(s) containing the applications or 
nominations should be marked POST OF VICE-CHANCELLOR at 
the top left hand comer and forwarded to reach the Registrar not later 
than 31 May 2010,

NB: The Governing Council reserves the right to extend the closing 
date if deemed necessary, and/or re-advertise the position should 
this particular process not yield the desired result.

Signed:
Josephine O. Akinyemi (Mrs.)

Registrar and Secretary to Council
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DIGEST
Scientists discover secret behind health 
benefits of Mediterranean-style diet

THE secret of why a Mediterra- 
nean-style diet is so healthy has 
been explained by scientists.

Consuming large amounts of 
olive oil suppresses genes which 
cause inflammation and can lead 
to problems like heart disease, 
they found.

The diet has long been linked 
to good health.

It typically includes plenty of 
olive oil, fish and fruit and vegeta­
bles, as well as small amounts of 
red meat and dairy products.

Scientists have found that eat­
ing food cooked or soaked in olive 
oil represses several genes which 
trigger inflammation in the body.

Francisco Perez-Jimenez, 
from the University of Cordoba, 
in Spain, who led the study, said: 
“These findings strengthen the 
relationship between inflam­
mation ... and diet and provide 
evidence at the most basic level 
of healthy effects derived from 
virgin olive oil consumption in 
humans.”

He added: “Several of the 
repressed genes are known to be 
involved in pro-inflammatory 
processes, suggesting that the diet 
can switch the activity of immune 
system cells to a less (harmful) 
profile.”

The research looked at the 
effects of a diet rich in olive oil on 
20 patients.

Inflammation can trigger con­
ditions such as atherosclerosis, or 
furring of the arteries.

As well as reducing heart prob­
lems, studies have also suggested 
that adhering to a Mediterranean- 
style diet can reduce the risk of 
developing Type 2 diabetes, Alzhe­
imer’s disease and even depression.

The findings are published in 
the journal BMC Genomics.

June Davison, cardiac nurse at 
the British Heart Foundation, said: 
“This research suggests an inter­
esting reason why olive oil may be 
helpful in protecting the heart.

“This study found that phe­
nols -  a micronutrient of olive oil 
-  ‘dampened down genes that can 
cause inflammation. That’s impor­
tant as inflammation is linked to 
the development of cardiovascu­
lar disease.

“It supports current advice that 
it’s better to use unsaturated fats 
such as olive and rapeseed oil, over 
saturated fats such as butter, lard 
and'ghee. However any oil you use 
should still be used sparingly as it 
is high in calories.”

Culled from telegraph.co.uk

■

Scientists have found that eating food cooked or soaked in olive oil represses several genes which 
trigger inflam mation in the body

High-fat diet in pregnancy' increases 
granddaughters' risk of breast cancer'

A grandmother’s diet can play a part in the chances o f a 
grand-daughter suffering breast cancer, a study has found.

Pregnant women who eat a high-fat diet increase the 
risk that their granddaughters will develop breast cancer, 
it said.

They risk triggering changes in their offspring’s breast 
tissue, which are then passed down through future genera­
tions, scientists believe.

Around 45,000 women in Britain develop breast can­
cer every year, and one in three of these go on to die from 
the disease.

Overall, a woman has a one in nine chance of develop­
ing the cancer over the course of her lifetime.

Now researchers have found a link between a high-fat 
diet during pregnancy and the risks that daughters will go 
on to develop the potentially deadly cancer.

The increased risk also extended to their granddaugh­
ters, the study found.

And it could even pass down through sons, on to their 
daughters, researchers said.

The team behind the study admit that they do not know 
the exact mechanism which makes future generations at 
increased risk of developing the disease.

However, they believe that genetic changes inside breast 
tissue could be to blame.

These changes could also be passed down through gen­
erations of the same family.

Sonia de Assis, from Georgetown University, in Wash­

ington said: “That is our theory, but we really don’t know 
how it is happening -  just yet.”

However, she added: “The implications from this study 
are that pregnant mothers need to eat a well-balanced diet 
because they may be affecting the future health of their 
daughters and granddaughters."

Scientists increasingly believe that lifestyle choices 
being made today can affect future generations in years 
to come.

Previous studies have found that an unhealthy diet dur­
ing pregnancy can increase the risk of a womans grand­
children suffering from Type 2 diabetes, the most common 
form of the disease.

Earlier this week researchers also suggested that women 
who are obese or who smoke while pregnant could increase 
the risk that their sons will have a low sperm count, and 
could find it difficult to conceive.

The latest study, carried out in animals, found that if 
pregnant rats were fed a high-fat diet both their daughters 
and granddaughters had a higher risk of developing the 
disease.

Although it was high in fat, the diet contained the 
same overall number of calories as a control group given 
a healthy diet.

Researchers believe that this suggests that it was not 
the overall amount eaten but the fat content which was to 
blame for the negative effects.

As well as helping to protect future generations, scien­

tists also warn that a healthy lifestyle can reduce a woman’s 
own chances of developing breast cancer.

The World Cancer Research Fund, the major health 
charity, estimates that around four in 10 cases of the dis­
ease could be prevented if women stayed slim, drank only 
moderate amounts of alcohol, exercised more often and 
breastfeed their children.

The latest findings were presented to the American 
Association for Cancer Research 101st Annual Meeting, 
also in Washington

Culled from Telegraph.co.uk

,The implications from this 
study are that pregnant 
mothers need to eat a well- 
balanced diet because 
may be affecting the future
health of their daughters

*
and granddaughters
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Sign Language

Who are you calling KNOCKHEAD?
Photo location: Summer Palace, Beijing, by Philip Bamfield 
Culled from telegraph.co.uk

DIAGRAMLESS
ACROSS

1. Tiny drink 
4. Pea shell
7, Speed contest
8. Finished 

10. Puts a  fid on 
12. Appeared to be
14. Judges' gowns
15. Strike lightly 
17. Snouts
19. Rainless
20. Fizzy liquids
22. One phis eight
23. It follows 

22- Across
24. Chooses
26. Salon supply
27. Figure out
28. Wear i
31. Small
32. Fuiy

33. Watchful 
35. Paid out 
37. Edible fisli 
39. Shindigs 
41. Hold up 

{a bank)
44. Coat parts
46. Roaring cats
47. Created
48. Bridle straps
50. Ask for alms
51. Confronted
52. Bronze likeness 
54. Grins
56. Snow
57. Beers’ kin
58. Poet’s ‘before*
59. “Of coursef

DOWN
1. Rescued

2. Frosts {a cake)
3. Far each
4. Edgar Allan —
5. Bakery need
6. Evil spirit
7. Lawn birds 
9. Live <»t)

10. Apple center
11. Fur wrap
12. Outer—, 

astronaut’s 
realm

13. Say no to
14. Urban rodent 
16. Tart beverage 
18. Perceive
20. Quite a few
21. Zebra marks
24. Snoose
25. Painful spots 
28. It hoots >

30. Comfy room
33. Lets in
34. Native 

American group
35. 'Performs in a 

choir
36. Slight 

quantities
37. Automobile
38. Mine deposits 
40. Foot digit
42. Lyric poems
43. Garden plot 
45. Asp or adder 
47. Rains and bulls 
49. Ado
51. Manicure need 
53. Employ 
55. Spring month

SOLUTION TO DIAGRAMLESS
w E B S
R A E E
A S I A
P E G

SUDOKU
The Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9x9 square grid 
made up of smaller 3x3 square grids (regions). The 
numbers already present w ithin the puzzle are 
"given"- these are there to start you off. The aim is 
to complete the puzzle by filling the empty cells. 
Every digit from 1-9 needs to fit in each row, col­
umn and region of 9 squares. Each row, column 
and region must contain just one instance of each 
number, 1-9.

1 3 2

1

8

1

8 1

1

1

Solution to Sudoku 131

7 8 3 4 2 1 5 6 9

6 5 2 8 9 7 1 4 3

9 1 4 6 3 5 8 2 7

1 7 6 9 5 8 4 3 2

4 2 5 1 7 3 9 8 6

8 3 9 2 6 4 7 5 1

2 4 8 7 1 6 3 9 5

3 6 1 5 8 9 2 7 4

5 9 7 3 4 2 6 T 8

%
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No 10 Downing Street 
bugged by MIS, claims historian
Bugs placed in the cabinet room by Harold Macmillan in 1963 and not removed until 1977

M
15 secretly 
planted bugs 
in 10 Downing 
Street despite 
repeated offi­

cial denials and they remained 
in place for more than 10 years 
during the tenure of five prime 
ministers.

The disclosure was to have 
been included in the official his­
tory of MI5 by the Cambridge 
historian, Christopher Andrew, 
published last year to mark the 
agency’s 100th anniversary It is 
believed to have been suppressed 
by senior Whitehall officials to 
protect the “public interest”.

Bugs are understood to have 
been placed in the cabinet room, 
the waiting room, and the prime 
ministers study, at the request of 
Harold Macmillan in July 1963. 
They remained there until James 
Callaghan removed them in 1977.

An MI 5 file referring to the 
operation was included in the 
draft of Andrew’s book, The 
Defence of the Realm, according 
to the Mail on Sunday. Whitehall 
officials did not deny the claims.

It is believed this is what 
Andrew was referring to when 
he wrote in the preface to the 

book to “one significant excision”, 
which, he said, he believed was 
“hard to justify”.

Andrew said the issue should 
be taken up by the parliamentary 
intelligence and security commit­
tee. It is not known whether it did 
so before the Commons was dis­
solved for the general election. It 
is believed the short MI5 file on 
the operation, seen by Andrew, 
does not explain why the bugs 
were planted or whether all the 
prime ministers during the period 
were told. The file was reported to 
contain “no product”, suggesting 
MI5 officers did not use any infor­
mation emanating from the bugs.

The bugs were installed at 
Macmillan’s request in 
July 1963, a month after 

John Profumo, secretary of state 
for war, resigned over the Chris­
tine Keeler affair. It is possible 
Macmillan wanted to make sure 
no other ministers or officials 
were involved. MI5 was in close 
contact with Macmillan during 
the scandal.

The bugs are understood to 
have been removed after Mac­
millan left office but were rein­
stalled by his successor, Sir Alec 
Douglas-Home, who was con­
cerned about Soviet spies. They 
remained during the period in 
office of his successors, Harold 
Wilson and Edward Heath. It is 
unclear whether they knew about 
the bugs.

FORMER Labour prime minister Harold Wilson was convinced of an MI5 plot against him but it's unclear if he knew about the bugs 
planted at NolO.

Callaghan ordered them to 
be removed in 1977, the year he 
cleared MI5 of a plot against Wil­
son’s Labour government. Calla­
ghan said in a statement to MPs: 

“The prime minister is satis­
fied that at no time has the secu­
rity service or any other British 
intelligence or security agency, 
either of its own accord or at 
someone else’s request, under­
taken electronic surveillance in 
No 10 Downing Street”.

Despite official denials, Wil­
son made clear he believed he 
was the target of MI5, sometimes

gesturing to pictures on the wall 
or to the ceiling.

Andrew suggests that minis­
ters were more concerned about 
“subversive” colleagues or MPs 
than MI5 ever was.

In a foreword to Andrews 
book, Jonathan Evans, head of 
MI5, writes: “Information has 
only been omitted if its disclosure 
would damage national security 
or, in a small number of cases, 
if its publication would be inap­
propriate for wider public interest 
reasons”.

Culledfrom guardian.co.uk

The buqs were installed at 
Macmillan's request July 
1963, a month after John 
Profumo, secretary of state for 
war, resigned over the 
Christine Keeler affair. It is 
possible Macmillan wanted to 
make sure no other ministers 
or officials were involved

HAROLD Macmillan

\



DAILY TRUST Wednesday, April 21,2010

News Extra

Thai protesters were 
threatening yester­
day to fortify their 
scrawling encamp- 
I Iment in Bangkok’s 

upscale district before venturing 
out to ‘wage a big war’ to topple 
the government they decry as ille­
gitimate.

Soldiers in full combat gear 
guarded other nearby sections 
of the capital in an increasingly

££ T h es tan d -  
offin 
Bangkok 
has cost 
merchants 
tens of 
millions 
of dollars

tense standoff that has shuttered 
five-star hotels and glitzy shop­
ping malls and threatens to dam­
age Thailand’s image as a tourist 
paradise.

Key protest leader Nattawut 
Saikua canceled a rally 
that had been planned for 

yesterday.
He said that thousands of pro­

testers were instead shoring up 
their defenses while guards, some

BANGKOK worker passes lines of police in the business district of Silom.Three five 
star hotels in the nearby Rachaprasong area have closed, citing safety concerns

THOUSANDS of'Red Shirt'anti-government protesters are threatening to topple 
the government on the streets of Bangkok

Thailand's Red Shirts ready to 
wage'big war'against government

Silom Road, the Red Shirts would 
stage a march down that road to 
boost morale of people working 
along the avenue.

Nattawut also indicated that 
the demonstrators were open to 
negotiations to end 40 days of 
confrontations and chaos in the 
city.

‘Our group is always open to 
outsider suggestions. Whatever 
group wants to propose a solution 
to the crisis, we’re happy to hear 
these solutions,’ Nattawut said.

Abhisit - speaking on gov­
ernment-run television channels 
Monday night - said he would 
not set a date for protesters to be 
forced out of their encampment.

The Red Shirt protesters, 
formally known as the 
United Front for Democ­

racy against Dictatorship, initially 
were camped in a historic district 
of Bangkok.

A failed attempt by security 
forces to flush protesters from 
that neighbourhood on April 10 
erupted into the worst political 
violence Thailand has seen in 18 
years, leaving 25 dead and more 
than 800 wounded.

The protesters consist mainly 
of poor rural supporters of former 
prime minister Thaksin Shina- 
watra and pro-democracy activ­
ists who opposed the military 
coup that ousted him in 2006.

They believe Abhisit’s gov­
ernment is illegitimate because it 
came to power through a parlia­
mentary vote after disputed court 
rulings ousted two elected, pro- 
Thaksin administrations.

with bulletproof vests, set up new 
checkpoints in the areas they now 
occupy.

Red Shirts were seen sharp­
ening hundreds of long bamboo 
rods and piling them into tall 
stacks, part of an arsenal of crude

Red Shirt security details are 
manning checkpoints fortified by 
barbed wire, controlling traffic 
into and out of the protest zone.

Security forces moved into 
nearby Silom Road Monday to 
deter any Red Shirt incursion

all remaining guest to check out. 
Both said they would reopen next' 
Monday.

Other hotels across Bangkok 
reported dramatic drops in occu­
pancy rates.

Nattawut had promised a large

AN anti-government 'red shirt' protester stands behind a barricade built with bamboo poles and 
tyres at an intersection close to the Silom Road financial district in Bangkok

weaponry that also included bro­
ken up pavement stones.

The ‘Red Shirt’ protesters - 
who are demanding that Prime 
Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva call 
early elections - have been occu­
pying the Rajprasong district for 
more than a month and now are 
camping in nearby main roads 
covering several city blocks.

into the central business district, 
where several major banks and 
corporations have their head­
quarters. The standoff in Bang­
kok has cost merchants tens of 
millions of dollars.

One hotel inside the protest 
zone, the Holiday Inn, closed its 
doors yesterday while the neigh­
bouring InterContinental told

rally yesterday at an unnamed 
location, but later said the pro­
testers would first work to prevent 
soldiers from clearing them out of 
their camps.

‘We will fortify our rally cam­
pground to ward off any invasion 
before we go out to wage a big war,’ 
he said. Nattawut said that once 
troops moved out of the nearby
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Testicle
CLAMPING the testicle

the patient 8mg and injected him­
self with the other 2mg.

Hospital staff said the doctor 
appeared unsteady on his feet, 
bumped into boxes, held on to a 
wall and was ‘weaving’ down the 
corridor.

He was later found in the doc­
tor^ mess room, ‘deeply askep
and taken in a wheelchair to A&E.

An internal inquiry at the hos­
pital was launched and during dis­
ciplinary hearings he confessed to 
self-injecting the drug, telling col­
leagues it was the ‘worst thing he 
had done in his life’ and he was 
ashamed of himself.

A year later while still at the 
hospital he removed patient As 
testicle by mistake, the GMC was 
told. The hearing, scheduled to 
last three weeks, was adjourned 
to today.

Surgeon'cuts off 
patient's testicle 
by mistake'
A

 patient lost a testicle 
during an operation 
after the surgeon 
accidentally cut 
it off, the medical 

watchdog was told yesterday.
Dr Sulieman Al Hourani was 

only supposed to cut out a cyst 
on the patient’s right testis, but 
instead he ‘mistakenly’ removed 
the whole testicle, the General 
Medical Council (GMC) heard.

Dr Al Hourani, who worked 
as a locum surgeon at "Fairfield 
General Hospital in Bury, Greater 
Manchester, is accused of miscon­
duct over the error and faces fur­
ther charges of injecting himself 
with a drug meant for a patient 
and stealing tablets.

The medic, who is now practis­
ing in Jordan, is not present or rep­
resented by lawyers at the Fitness 
to Practise Panel which is hearing 
his case at the GMC in Manches­
ter.

The panel decided to proceed 
with the case in his absence as he 
had been notified of the hearing 
but chose not to engage’ with the 
GMC or appoint lawyers to repre­
sent him.

Sarah Prichard, counsel for the 
GMC opening the hearing, said a 
man, known only as patient A, had 
gone into hospital for the cyst to 
be removed on September 5 2007.

He was the first patient of the 
day and his medical notes made it 
‘perfectly clear’ the procedure was 
to be excision of right epididymal 
cyst’.

Ms Prichard added: ‘The 
theatre staff will tell the 
panel that their impres­

sion of what happened was that 
Dr Al Hourani had mistakenly 
removed the testicle rather than 
the cyst and expressed him(self) 
TO&tsx cjoi\Ve. 'iwc’p’CYbeA xVa 
rather than that which the patient 
had consented for was removed.

‘Staff had no discussion or 
issue raised by Dr Al Hourani in 
the procedure as to why he was 
changing from excision of a cyst 
to removal of a testicle.’

Ms Prichard said the mistake 
was made as one nurse helping the 
surgeon turned her back to get a 
stitch and when she turned around 
the testicle had been removed.

‘Literally as the nurse turned 
away to get a transfixion stitch the 
incident occurred and the testicle

Dr Sulieman Al Hourani was only supposed 
to cut out a cyst on the patients right tes­
tis, but instead he'mistakenly'removed 
the whole testicle, the General Medical 
Council (GMC) heard

removed.
‘Such was the level of concern 

they immediately realised it could 
be a serious medical incident and 
took steps to complete the relevant 
documentation.’

A month later it is alleged the 
doctor, who qualified after study­
ing at Jordan University of Science 
and Technology, stole two boxes of 
dihydrocodeine from a treatment 
room on a ward at the same hospi­
tal. An investigation was launched 

v\\e  (JlocVck 'N-as, 

his employers, Pennine Acute 
Hospitals NHS Trust, who ran the 
hospital.

The panel was told of another 
incident involving Dr Al 
Hourani more than a year 

earlier, on Sunday August 27,2006.
He had consulted a colleague 

and was advised to inject a patient 
with 10 milligrams (mg) of mida­
zolam, a powerful sedative drug.

Instead Dr Al Hourani, who 
was the only surgeon at the hospi­
tal that day to treat patients, gave

DR Sulieman Al Hourani 'mistakenly' removed a whole testicle 
of a patient

THE surgery took place in Fairfield General Hospital in Bury, Greater Manchester
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Niger revokes housing projects
From Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

NIGER state government has announced the revocation 
of the contract of housing projects at Bida and Kontagora 
areas of the state following failure of the contractors to meet 
specifications and deadline.

The commissioner of land and housing, Alhaji Hassan 
Abdullahi who spoke through the permanent secretary of 
the ministry Alhaji Yakubu Ibrahim at a press conference 
yesterday in Minna stated that the decision was necessary

to complete work in the place.
“The state government t of Niger state has approved the 

revocation of mass housing project at Bida and Kontagora 
on the grounds of failure to meet contractual agreement 
earlier agreed upon,” he said.

He explained that already the sum of N1.7 billion is 
required to complete the housing projects at the two loca­
tions, adding that parts of the work left is that of completion 
of basic infrastructures in the estates.

“The amount of money to complete the remaining work

at both sites is N1.7 billion which is expected to cover the 
infrastructural facilities like perimeter fencing, road walks 
and police post. The present arrangement is that when the 
required amount of money is made available, the remaining 
part of the job is expected to be completed in May accord­
ing to specification”, he said.

In a related event, the commissioner disclosed that own­
ers of the land for the proposed three arms zone have been 
compensated with N34 million which he said is to be paid 
in piecemeal to land owners.

A com m ercial build ing in Abuja central area

FCTAto 
develop 
tourism sites

Byfaustapha Suleiman

THE Federal Capital Territory 
Administration, FCTA, through 
the Tourism Development 
Department has said it has iden­
tified several potential tourism 
sites within the territory, which 
when properly developed will 
attract both international and 
local tourists.

This was contained in a 
speech presented by Secretary 
Social Development Secretariat, 
Barrister Habiba Sani Kalgo at 
the interactive session workshop 
organised by the Tourism Devel­
opment Department of Social 
Development Secretariat with 
tour operators, Airport taxi driv­
ers and youths from Area Coun­
cils in the FCT held yesterday in 
Abuja.

Represented by Alhaji Garba 
Mohammed Dukku, she dis­
closed that the sites include 
Aso Caves, Katampe Hill, which 
according to her is the acclaimed 
geographical centre o f Nigeria 
and a must site to visit, Jabi Dam, 
Arts & Craft Village among oth­
ers.

“In addition, we are presently 
in the process of documenting 
the list of “1st to be established in 
the FCT,” which is aimed at clas­
sifying for historical and tourism 
promotion purposes, all the pre­
mier monuments in the territory 
like, roads, hotels, buildings, fill­
ing stations, settlements etc, for 
proper identification for histori­
cal/ tourism significance.”

She however described as 
unfortunate the lagging behind 
of most African Countries in tap­
ping into the huge global tourism 
potentials.

CNPP demands action on shoddy land deals in FCT
By Abbas Jimoh

THE Conference of Nigeria Political Parties 
(CNPP) yesterday in Abuja called for concrete 
action on cases of reported corruption espe­
cially on land allocations in the FCT.

CNPP secretary general, Willy Ezugwu, 
who however hailed the Minister of FCT, Sena­
tor Bala Mohammed for admitting that there 
is massive fraud going on in the administra­
tion of the nation’s capital, Abuja, urged the 
minister to ensure a thorough investigation of 
the fraud and irregularities which he said he 
discovered in land administration in the FCT.

He said that corruption and fraud in land 
administration could have been halted if Presi­
dent Umaru Yar’Adua had listened to calls for 
the removal of the then FCT Minister, Adamu 
Aliero given various allegations of corruption

against him arising from his misrule of Kebbi 
state.

“CNPP repeatedly called for Aliero’s 
removal, but primordial sentiments kept him 
in office. Now, we are learning that the fears 
we expressed about him are real. Reports now 
abound of how Aliero used cronies from Kebbi 
state to allocate plots of land meant for other 
Nigerians to himself.

“We however want to warn that this time 
around, Nigerians will not accept any play to 
the gallery as we have had enough of that. We 
will not want to find out later that personal 
scores are being settled with the fraud or that 
a powerful godfather or cabal has waded in 
to save the neck of those involved. We do not 
want the kind of charade that characterized 
the now infamous power probe just as we do 
not want the farce that Aliyu Modibbo played

out Nasir El-Rufai-two former Ministers of 
the FCT. What we expect that the closing year 
of this present administration will be used to 
right some national wrongs,” he said.

He urged that the new FCT Minister also 
direct his attention to contracts awarded since 
the same 2007 since it is now evident that a 
lot of undesirable things happened under the 
watch of Modibbo and Aliero as FCT Minis­
ters.

He said, “We at this point urge other Min­
isters in Acting President Goodluck Jonath­
an’s cabinet to go public with the irregularities 
they have discovered in their ministries for it 
is obvious that many public officials exploited 
President Yar’adua’s illness and the resulting 
power vacuum to defraud the nation. Cover­
ing up such atrocities is as bad as committing 
them.”

Doma promises more housing, infrastructure
From Hir Joseph, Lafia

NASARAWA State governor, Aliyu Akwe Doma, yesterday 
commenced his tour of local governments and develop­
ment areas of the state at Kara, adjoining Abuja, the Fed­
eral Capital Territory (FCT) where he promised sustained 
development in the areas of housing, infrastructure and 
security to match the exploding population.

“Kara Local Government Area occupies a special posi­
tion in our development strategy because of its proximity 
to the Federal Capital Territory, its teeming population and

the loyalty and commitment of the people to this adminis­
tration” Doma told a large crowd at the council secretariat.

The governor, who led members of the State Executive 
Council (SEC) including the Secretary to the State Govern­
ment (SSG), Timothy Anjide on the tour, said the nearness 
of Kara to the FCT makes the area one of Nigeria’s fasted 
growing settlements with challenges for adequate develop­
ment which he promised to sustain.

As part of the administrations commitment to meet 
the development aspiration of residents of the area, Doma 
named the on-going work on Gitata-Panda-Kara road to

further link the FCT with Nasarawa, the construction of 
a Multipurpose Comprehensive Primary Healthcare Clin­
ics across the area, and what he called the “World Bank- 
Assisted Urban Renewal Project.”

The governor also named the arrangement for the con­
struction of a 6,000-unit Joint Housing Scheme in Kara in 
partnership with the Federal Ministry of Lajids, Housing 
and Urban Development; the recent partnership agree­
ment with the Federal Housing Authority and Sharp Lit­
tle City Limited for the development of a 11,450 housing 
units.

mailto:property@dailytrust.com
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Action deserving caution
IN his first press brief­
ing the FCT minister has 
really commenced mak­
ing good his vow to stamp 
on the incessant land rack­
eteering by suspending all 
forms of transactions on 
plots allocated from 2007 
to date, pending the out­
come of investigations. 
For keen observers of the 
various FCT administra­
tions over the years this 
is a familiar trend. It took 
el-Rufa’i almost one and 
a half year investigat­
ing irregularities in land 
administration of his 
predecessors prior to his 
commencement of alloca­
tions, almost a year by the 
Modibbo administration 
in which the Senate was 
involved in the investiga­
tion and about 6 month by 
the immediate past Sena­
tor Alieros administration.

Battling the phenom­
enon of land misappro­
priation which proved to 
be the major cankerworm 
bedeviling urban manage­
ment in Abuja requires the 
contribution of able hands, 
seasoned as well as honest 
stakeholders from those 
within the system; plan­
ning, land administration 
and management, and 
those outside; develop­
ers financiers and others. 
To our knowledge people 
with these qualities within 
the system are rare. It is 
necessary to differentiate 
those actions taken by the 
civil servants under direc­
tives from above, and those 
which they have personally 
initiated. We also urge the 
honourable minister to 
investigate the erring staff 
in line with the established 
civil service rules and reg­
ulations and not to spare 
any that is genuinely found 
wanting as a deterrent to 
others, for these sparring 
are what encourage others 
to also engage in more mis­
deeds in die future

We thus implore the 
new Minister to watch, 
listen, and act on what he 
has personally experienced 
while on the seat before 
apportioning blames or 
taking severe actions, and 
not to act based on titde- 
tattle from sycophants who 
cannot substantiate any of 
their complains. This is 
because many at times, 
some would selfishly feel 
begrudged due to the fact 
that they are prevented

for them to acquire.
It is also important for 

the minister to understand 
that most of the sharp 
practices are perpetrated 
by the politicians and the 
cohorts that accompany 
them to the service, who 
have nothing at stake 
apart from conscience for 
those who value them, 
against the civil servants 
who are genuinely afraid 
of loosing their jobs 
when discovered to have 
engaged in misdeeds. We 
would not like the minis­
ter to make similar mis­
takes as his predecessors 
of compulsorily retiring 
the honest and innocent 
that rather deserved com­
mendation; for it shall 
strengthen the resolve of 
those erring left behind 
to continue their dishon­
orable act, while believ­
ing that after all honesty 
doesn’t pay, the system is 
therefore going to be ren­
dered more vulnerable 
and more undesirable 
than the minister would 
want it, his work will then 
be rendered more diffi­
cult. Then, posterity and 

. the wrongly affected indi­
viduals shall never for­
give him for taking those 
actions in disregard of the 
required caution.

At this juncture we 
wish to draw the Hon­
ourable Ministers atten­
tion to the recent legal 
victory o f the victims of 
such injustice by a previ­
ous administration. The 
time the authority needed 
the services o f those fine 
staff most, was the time 
a former minister com­
pulsorily retired them 
from the service based on 
hearsay. The funny aspect 
of this matter was that, 
ironically, among those 
the former Mr. Minister 
sought for their forgive­
ness when his inevitable 
end of tenure approached 
were those he unjustly 
retired and maliciously 
gave bad names after 
hanging. Mistakes due 
to exegesis of duties they 
could forgive, but not 
any deliberate flippancy 
towards tarnishing inno­
cent images for the pur­
pose of earning unde­
served credit. We wish to 
now draw the attention of 
our new Minister to guard 
against taking similar 
decisions, and hold dear

records and whom we are 
sure can honestly assist 
him towards achieving 
his desired goals of sani­
tization.

He does not need to go 
far to identify those that 
can be suitable to the task, 
because they are popularly 
known for good works 
with many proofs rather 
than evil. Or, for a start, 
let him identify those or 
who actually initiated the 
discovery of hundreds 
of fake allocations by a 
previous administration 
during the tenure of his 
immediate predecessor, 
who afterwards greedily 
reallocated all the recov­
ered plots prior to the end 
of his tenure. Or, who is 
or are behind the initia­
tion of the ongoing probe 
in AGIS where some offi­
cials are discovered to be 
financially defrauding the 
system prior to the begin­
ning of his tenure? Many 
know the likes of Hajiya 
Nana Buhari, the FCTA 
Director of Lands, with 
due respect, not because 
they are untouchables, 
but is known to all that 
they cannot be bought, 
and any attempt to vic­
timize their type must 
have been masterminded 
by those at the top that 
saw them as stumbling 
blocks for the achieve­
ment of their selfish ends.

Submitting to the 
whims and caprices of 
anybody no matter how 
high shall not augur well 
for the high regard and 
expectations we have for 
the Honourable Minis­
ter, and shall certainly 
weaken our resolve of 
throwing our weights 
behind his laudable 
actions. We feel rather 
than diverting our atten­
tions to pointing accus­
ing fingers at the inno­
cent and giving them bad 
names to be able to hang 
them, the system should 
on the contrary be bet­
ter off by recognizing 
their contributions. On 
our part by making con­
certed efforts to assist 
our leaders to achieve 
better results that shall 
positively affect us, the 
likes of those the minis­
ter started. We are aware 
that he has a very trying 
position, and with his 
antecedents we have con­
fidence he can surmount
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Delta govt sued 
over land dispute
ByAbubakarYakubu

THE Delta State Govern­
ment has been dragged to 
court over the alleged dem­
olition and confiscation of 
a parcel of land belonging 
to Ogbe-Owelle commu­
nity in Okpanam, Oshimili 
North Local Government 
Area of the state.

Lewis Ifeadi, Mordi 
Chukwu, Stephen Okoye 
and Andrew Chuwuzo on 
behalf of the community, 
want a stay of action on 
further demolition of struc­
tures in the place as well as 
N200 million as compensa­
tion.

In a suit filed in Asaba 
High Court, .ounsels to 
the communLy, Onychi 
Ikpeazu (SAN) and Den­
nis Nwanokwai claimed 
that the land was legally 
de-acquired from the Delta 
State Government in 2005 
and receipted for by the 
states land, survey and 
urban development, min­
istry.

The community stated 
that they stated having 
problems on the said land 
when the state government 
chose a site across the land 
for the construction of the 
Delta State Airport.

They alleged that top

government officials and 
political officers started 
pulling strings to convert 
the said land for their own 
use by forcefully taking it 
over from the legal owners.

It will be recalled that an 
oil support service firm in 
the same area had in Janu­
ary taken the Delta State 
Government to court to 
obtain a court injunction 
restraining the government 
from further demolishing 
their property as well as to 
stop building Late Maryam 
Babangida Women Devel­
opment Centre, pending 
the determination of the
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NGO renovates classrooms in Ofante
AS part of efforts to meet 
the educational needs of 
the less privileged in the 
society and in fulfillment 
of its mandate, a Non- 
Gove-nment Organisation 
under the aegis of Help 
Line Foundation,Abuja, 
has completed the reno­
vation of a block of class­
rooms in Ofante, Olam- 
aboro Local Government 
Area of Kogi State.

At the handing-over 
ceremony of the class­
rooms to the school 
authorities, the President 
and founder of Help Line 
Foundation, Mrs. Jumai 
Ahmadu, said the renova­
tion of the classrooms was 
a modest contribution of 
the group to the develop­
ment of education in the 
country. •

school, built since 1978, 
has been neglected by the 
state government, stressing 
that students are learning 
under un-conducive envi­
ronment which she noted 
has contributed to the poor 
performance of students in 
recent past.

In her words; “The ren­
ovation of the classrooms 
is our modest contribu­
tion to the development of 
education in the country in 
addition to the scholarship 
scheme aimed at bridging 
the gap between the have 
and the have not. To be 
candid, it is our belief that 
poor learning environ­
ment contribute r . mass 
failure as we witnessed in 
the recent NECO/WAEC 
conducted throughout the 
country.”

called on the state and 
local government to focus 
on the educational needs 
of the less privileged in the 
society, pointing out that it 
is by so doing that govern­
ment can reduce the crime 
rate in the country.

Speaking further on the 
project, the Programme 
Director, Mr. Jacob Shaibu 
noted that the organization 
took the initiative of reno­
vating the school after con­
sultation with stakeholders 
on the factors responsible 
for mass failure in recent 
time.

Some of the students 
who spoke to our corre­
spondent shortly after the 
handing over ceremony 
expressed joy over the ges­
ture and called on other 
stakeholders to emulate

mailto:umarshuaibu1@yahoo.com
mailto:property@dailytrust.com
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Kogi spends 
N2.6 bn on 
stadium
From Isiaka Wakili, Lokoja

THE Kogi State govern­
ment has so far spent the 
sum of N2.6 billion on the 
on-going construction of 
the International Stadium 
in Lokoja, the state capital.

Engineer Xu Zilong, the 
Director of Tee Engineer­
ing Company (Nigeria) 
Limited, the Chinese com­
pany handling the project, 
yesterday disclosed this to 
our correspondent at the 
site of the project.

Zilong, who noted that 
the total budget as initially 
quoted on the bill of the 
project was N2.6 billion, 
said more money would

be needed to take care of 
other things like drainage, 
among others.

He assured that the sta­
dium, which he said was 
of FIFA standard, would 
be completed by Novem­
ber this year, noting that 
the project had already 
reached 70 percent of com­
pletion.

“The progress of the j ob 
is 70 percent. Our plan is 
to finish the project by this 
November and it is still 
feasible. I am handling it 
based on \yhat is on the 
bill. We request additional 
money to construct the 
drainage. All the struc­
tures, except the drainage

and the roofing, have been 
completed,” he explained.

The Commissioner 
for Information Tom 
Ohikhere described the 
stadium as a monumen­
tal project of the current 
administration, claiming 
that it was one of the white- 
elephant projects aban­
doned by past administra­
tions. “I think the Gover­
nor Idris-led administra­
tion deserves commenda­
tion from all and sundry 
for committing the limited 
resources of at its disposal 
to realize this gigantic 
project. The contractor has 
also been able to meet the 
deadline,” he said

ANDAL SCIENCE ACADEMY
GWARZO ROAD, K A BUGA, KANO 

P. O. BOX 12856, KANO - NIGERIA

Boarding Science S econdary  School for Boys

2010/2011 Session
In Andai Science Academy: Only 15 students per classroom (2) Computer for every 

student in the class (3) All classrooms are air conditioned (4) Internet facility id every 
classroom (5) Projector and Printer in every classroom (6) Standard laboratory and Library 
(7) Air conditioned hostel rooms with Fridges (8) Excellent sporting facilities (9) 
Sumptuous meals and clean environment (10) Adequate water and power supply 
(11) Competent and qualified teachers.
A pplication Forms A vailable At: I For Enquiries:
^  Abande Memorial School, Maidugurt Cal!:O8O253OO«a$/08O7O599626
*■ Aiidai Science Acadsmy, Kano 
w  Mary Travis School tnuwa Wads Road. Kacturw 
'«** Nadi International School, Vo)a 
<**- Turaki International School. MalaH GRA, Kaduna 
<r Esteem inti School 7 Safi stmt Wi»« Zen* 4 Abuja

Completed Application forms should reach the Principal on or before Friday, 14th May, 
2010. Limited vacancies in JS2 and 3 are available 
Examination Date: Saturday 15* May, 2010
Venue: School prt mises at Kabtiga, Gwarzo Rd Kano
Time:

We Aspire Today to  Inspire Tc

W ORK in progress a t the Kubwa expressway expansion pro ject site

Bauchi park relocation: Court 
adjourns to May24
From Ahmed Mohammed, Jos

THE High Court number 
nine sitting in Jos has 
adjourned till May 24 the 
suit between the members 
of the Nigerian Union of 
Road Transport Workers 
(NURTW) and the Plateau 
State Government over the 
governments intention 
to relocate Bauchi Road 
Motor Park from its present 
location.

Inhabitants in the Park 
through their association 
NURTW filed a suit in 
August last year before the

court seeking restraining 
order to stop Plateau 
State Government from 
relocating the park and 
wants the court to stop the 
committee set up by the 
Government to not submit 
their recommendations to 
the government pending 
the determination of the 
suit

Both counsels to 
the plaintiffs and the 
defendants assembled 
yesterday to adopt their 
written addresses including 
hundreds of the inhabitants 
o f the park left the court,

when court officials 
announced that the judge 
will not sit yesterday and 
advised the counsels to take 
another date for the adoption 
of their written addresses.

Governor David Jang 
o f Plateau state set up a 
12 man committee under 
the states Commissioner 
o f Housing and Urban 
Development, Mr Gaius 
Chidawa, to identify the 
various bottlenecks and 
hazards inhibiting the 
smooth secure and effective 
operation of the present 
Bauchi road motor park.

FG advocates transparent 
procurement process

From Mohammed Shosanya, Lagos

A major impetus that will bring about the 
desired change in the process of contract 
award in the public sector usually charac­
terized by financial indiscipline is being 
orchestrated by the office o f the Special 
Adviser to the President on Relations with 
Civil Society.

The move, according toa statementyes- 
terday aims at ensuring strict compliance 
o f all provisions o f the 2007 Public Pro­
curement Act, a law adjudged as critical to 
bringing sanity in the public sector.

Speaking in Abuja at a one day work­
shop on mapping/baseline survey of the 
ministries, departments and agencies 
(MDAs) of government and civil society 
organizations and networks, the Special 
Adviser to the President on Relations with 
Civil Society, Prince Chime Ume- Ezeoke, 
noted that Public Procurement takes a 
monumental chunk of national resources 
and as such abundant energy should be dis­
sipated at making it transparent £

The workshop was a prelude to the 
execution of the programme on ‘inproving 
civil society involvement in the economic 
reform and governance project (ERGP)’ 
being implemented by the office of the Spe­
cial Adviser to the President on Relations 
with Civil Society, with the active support 
of the World Bank.

Ezeoke said that the programme was 
one of the ways which the Federal govern­
ment has designed to mainstream the Civil 
Society in the Economic Reform Agenda.

In his goodwill message Onno Rhui 
Country Director o f the World Bank 
affirmed the Banks determination to sup­
port effort of the Nigerian government to 
entrench transparency, accountability and 
all inclusive governance system.

Rhul represented at the workshop by 
Bayo Awosemubi, Lead Procurement Spe­
cialist, in the World Bank stated that the 
Bank has over the time shown commit­
ment to the Nigerian Reform Programme 
and had supported Institutions in meeting 
identifiable chajlenges.
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as also observed that roads like Kud- 
kd, Nababa Badamasi Road, Kazaure 
Muhammadu Maude Street, Yusuf 

jG um el Road and some section of 
Ila Mohammed Way near a popular 
Ire store, are equally in decrepit shape.

' ot even the historical NTA rounda­
bout along Umaru Babura Road -  
which unconfirmed accounts claim 

first roundabout to be built in the state 
fared of the negligence-induced rot. 
|g raining season, residents s the 

lent is overgrown with weeds and 
s, such that strangers mistake it for 
i where they can answer natures call, 
hat the rains are away, the edifice is 

mg the look of a building project that 
ben abandoned at foundation stage, 
decades ago. The flowers that once 

It the resplendent colour o f a GRA 
lark, are half-killed by the persistent 
shortage, while its stone pavement has 
oeen distorted.
[ would be possible, some of the resi- 
argue, they would uproot their homes 
; raining season and proceed on holi- 
i other parts of the state, in order to 
the perennial flooding caused by 

ce of drainages.
ttenever it rains here, we have to swim 
ih the water into our homes and our 

35-year-old Ibrahim Sani Bala 
Ins. Because no major road project has 
ifldertaken for a long time, the drain- 
stem in the area, like the road network, 

Itally collapsed, it was learnt.

Sani further disclosed that, 
because his Rwaff Road family 
residence is located along a slopy 
terrain, rain waters flow right 
through the gate into his fenced 
compound, adding that the 
problem is compounded by the 
fact that he could not break his 
wall to make way for the water, 
as that will mean draining it into 
his neighbours’ houses. This 
forces them therefore, to spend 
days waiting for the water to be 
absorbed into the ground. “That 
is the problem we face here. It 
is a big discomforting menace. 
Think of the mosquitoes, think 
of the inconvenience of wading 
through a contaminated pool 
which constituents you cannot 
tell, and think of our children,” 
he stated.

In some parts o f the GRA, 
investigations revealed that 
the drainages were deliberately 
blocked to pave way for erection 
of new homes. Similarly, block­
ing of drainage along Umaru 
Babura Road, it was observed, 
has resulted in rain water eating 
up and destroying either sides of 
the largest and one of the oldest 
roads in the area, in addition to 
flooding people’s houses.

The GRA, Gwarzo pointed 
out, is on its way to becoming a 
slum. He explained that routine 
refuse evacuation by govern­
ment agencies have since been 
suspended, leaving the residents 
t wallow in waste and garbage. 
The secretary general attributes 
heaps of garbage in the streets 
c* id in people’s homes, to the

absence of refuse collection 
points and regular clearance 
of waste. Last year, it could be 
recalled that people in the area 
criticized the closure o f the 
only refuse collection centre in 
the community, situated near 
the residence o f late Muham­
madu Abubakar Rimi, by the 
state Refuse Management and 
Sanitation Board (REMASAB),

where they complained of being 
exposed to health hazards, as a 
result of refuse taking over their 
homes. Reacting however to the 
complaints, the managing direc­
tor of the board, Engineer Has- 
san Musa said the decision was 
based on an earlier collective 
agreement with the residents.

“This place does not have 
the taste and status of a GRA

 __. "S' -s ....

___ ___________  _______ _______ - -

SECTION of St. Louis Avenue threa ten ed  by erosioin due to  lack o f drainage.

to swim 

our our rooms
Wm miII m '  ’  *

any longer. It is a slum,” a civil 
servant who wants to remain 
anonymous, said of the area. But 
in spite of the visible rot, Bom- 
pai GRA still serves as home to 
many of Kano’s prominent per­
sonalities, comprising retired 
civil servants, senior military 
officers and politicians.

Gwarzo charges the local 
council officials of discriminat­
ing against residents o f Bom- 
pai on the basis o f their rela­
tively small population. “We

are treated unfairly here. If  you 
go to the communities that are 
neighbouring ours, you will see 
new projects going on, but they 
justify neglecting us, by saying 
we do not turn in huge votes 
during elections,” he stated can­
didly.

Corroborating Gwarzo, the 
assistant secretary general of 
Bompai Development Associa­
tion, Ilyasu Yaro, said the dis­
crimination on account o f vote 
has been on for a long time. He 
said even where members of the 
community have been observ­
ing civic responsibilities, by 
participating fully in elections, 
the elected leaders have never 
reciprocated.

While most of the blame goes 
to the officials of Nassaraw? 
Local Government, other resi­
dents argued that the deplorable 
state of Bompai GRA, cannot be 
attributed to lack of adequate 
funds on the part of the council, 
as the local government ranks 
among the first 3, out o f 44 local 
government in the state, that 
have the largest revenue base 
and from which it is amass­
ing huge fortunes in internally 
generated revenue. Likewise, 
Nassarawa is believed to be one 
of the local governments that 
receive fat grants from the fed­
eration account, on account of 
its high concentration of popu­
lation.

Meanwhile, all attempts by 
our correspondent, who visited 
the local government secretariat 
on three different occasions, to 
get the response of the council 
over the complaints and allega­
tions, were not successful, as the 
reporter was either told, by the 
local government information 
officer, Sagir Abdullahi, that the 
chairman was not in the office, 
or he was convening a security 
council meeting. Similarly, on 
some occasions, the informa­
tion officer refused to pick the’ 
reporter’s calls. >
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We wish to invite associates and well-wishers of our chairman, Alhaji Umaru A, 
Muttallab (CON) to the installation ceremony on his appointment as Chancellor,

Venue: Convocation Square, Benue State University, Makurdi 

Date: Friday April 23rd 2010

Time: 9:00a.m,

) OFFICE: Nigeria Re-Insurance House, Plot 784 Herbert Macaulay Way, Central Business District, Abuja. P. 0, Box 12946, Wuse-Abuja, Nigeria 
Tel:- 09-4611547, website: www.finmalfinaJKettd.com; E-mail: info@finmaffinancettd.com

)S OFFICE: KANO OFFICE:
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ontlnentai Bank Head Office Maganda Road, Kano
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MINNA OFFICE:
313, Campaign Office 
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GOMBE OFFICE: 
NearBima Lodge 
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ALHAJI UMARU KWAIRANGA, fcs
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Managing Director/Chief Executive Officer 
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Civil defence official 
jailed for theft
By Hussein Yahaya & Ibraheem A. Fatai

A 26-year-old civil defence offi­
cial was on Monday sentenced to 
one month imprisonment without 
fine option for stealing a car stereo 
from a vehicle belonging to one 
Esangbedo O.E.

Matthias Odeh was convicted 
for forcing the car’s door open and 
stealing the stereo on April 8.

Police prosecutor, Ahmed 
Mohammed, had earlier told the 
court that on April 8, one Esanb- 
gedo O.E. of SCID, Jalingo, Taraba 
State, reported to the police that 
the accused stole his car stereo.

He said during police investi­
gations, the stolen car stereo was 
recovered from the accused, add­
ing that he committed an offence 
punishable under Section 288 of 
the Penal Code Law.

When the charge was read to 
the accused, he pleaded guilty and 
asked for leniency.

Based on his confession, the 
prosecutor asked the court for 
summary trial under Section 157 
of the Criminal Procedure Code 
and Magistrate Aminu Moham­
med sentenced him to one month 
imprisonment without fine option.

FCTA 
establishes 
call centre
ByNasirlmam

FCT Minister, Sen. Bala Moham­
med, yesterday announced that 
the FCT Administration has estab­
lished a call centre for residents to 
send any information, suggestions 
and complaints.

According to the minister, resi­
dents of the FCT are expected 
to key into the call centres to 
set agenda for government with 
regards to issues that have direct 
bearing on residents of the terri­
tory.

He said the call centre has phone 
number09-4603600-9 and website 
www.fct.org.gov and will provide a 
location directory as well as receive 
accident and traffic reports.

“General enquiries about the 
FCT, suggestions and ideas to 
make Abuja a better place will be 
highly welcomed,” he added.

The minister assured that he 
would soon embark on town hall 
meetings, adding that the call cen­
tres shall also receive complaint on 
service delivery by agencies and 
officers of the FCTA.

FCT land director 
sent on forced leave
By Nasir Imam

FCT Minister, Senator Bala 
Mohammed, has approved the 
immediate compulsory leave of 
the FCT Director of Lands, Hajia 
Nana Buhari and the Deeds Regis­
trar, Dr. James Agbonhese.

A statement by the Special 
Assistant (Media) to the minis­
ter, Nosike Ogbuenyi, quoted the 
minister as saying that the action

became necessary in order to 
allay widespread public anxiety 
over alleged land racketeering 
and other shady practices in land 
allocations in recent times, partic­
ularly after the dissolution of the 
immediate past Federal Executive 
Council (FEC).

“The need for the officers to 
embark on compulsory leave is to 
create an unfettered atmosphere 
for an unbiased investigation into

the allegations of shady land deals 
in the affected department and 
the charges arose from certain 
petitions from members of the 
public,” he explained.

The statement pointed out 
that the General Manager 
o f AGIS, Mr. Isa Jalo, who 
assumed duties a month ago, is 
not affected by the compulsory 
leave order.

According to the statement,

the FCT minister further directed 
that the officers proceeding on 
compulsory leave should hand 
over to their immediate subordi­
nates in line with the practice in 
the service.

Our reporter learnt that a com­
mittee of experts has been set up 
to look into the allegations lev­
elled against the affected offic­
ers and submit its findings to the 
minister within two weeks.

Suspected corps members'attackers granted bail
By RomokeW. Ahmad

A father, Samuel Ebenebe and his 
son, Ifesinachi Ebenebe, accused 
of causing grievous hurts to two 
corps members at Nyanya were 
yesterday granted bail by an Abuja 
magistrateaftut sitting at Kara.

The corps members, Rasaq 
Bello and Hakeem Bello are pres­
ently on admission at the National 
Hospital, Abuja.

At yesterday’s hearing, the court’s 
registrar told the court that when he 
went to the hospital, he saw one of 
the corps members on a wheel chair

but was not allowed to enter inside 
the ward. “The hospital authority 
asked me to get a letter from the 
court before I can be allowed to 
assess their conditions,” he said.

Chief Magistrate Ahmed Shuaib 
granted them bail in the sums of 
N700.000 each and one surety each

in like sums. The magistrate also 
ordered that the sureties must be 
civil servants of not less than grade 
level 07 and must reside within the 
court’s jurisdiction with verifiable 
addresses.

The case was adjourned to May 
31 for further hearing.

ANPP against bye-election at Kwali
By Abubakar Sadiq Isah

THE Kwali chapter of the All 
Nigeria Peoples Party (ANPP) 
yesterday rejected calls by the 
Peoples Democratic Party 
(PDP) that the Independent 
National Electoral Commis­
sion (INEC) should conduct 
bye-election in Ashara ward 
of the council.

Kwali ANPP Secretary, 
Musa Salami, while reacting 
to a petition by the chairman 
of PDP in Ashara ward, Mr. 
Hashimu Danfulani, said 
claims by the PDP that the 
election conducted in Pukafa, 
Tekpese, Konan-Mada and 
Riwaza of Ashara ward were 
marred by irregularities was 
untrue.

According to him, the 
result presented showed that 
ANPP scored 12 votes while 
PDP had 143 votes at Pukafa 
polling station.

At Konan-Mada polling 
unit, ANPP scored 15 votes 
and PDP had 41 votes, while 
at Tekpese and Riwaza polling 
stations, electoral materials 
were snatched by hired thugs 
and elections did not hold. 
The ANPP secretary denied

allegations in the petition that 
the party hired thugs to snatch 
ballot boxes and chased away 
PDP supporters from casting 
votes at Tekpese and Riwaza 
villages. ,

“There was no election at 
Riwaza as well as Tekpese poll­
ing stations due to the snatch­
ing of electoral materials and 
the total number of voters reg­
istration in both units are 584,” 
he said.

He therefore wondered how 
PDP with all its resources and 
the security at their disposal 
can accused the opposition of 
rigging and hiring thugs.

He alleged that four sus­
pected thugs arrested by 
the police on Election Day 
were PDP members as they 
wore the party’s tag on their 
necks, adding that before all 
the results were collated and 
declared by INEC’s returning 
officer, PDP’s agent Barrister 
Enoch Etsu certified as well as 
apprehended his signature in 
the result that was announced.

Reacting, acting Kwali 
council Chairman, Mr. Dan- 
lami Saleh Yebu, denied that 
the suspected thugs were 
members of the PDP.

PIC: NASIR IMAM

Labourer jailed for burning neighbour's property
By RomokeW. Ahmad

AN Abuja Grade 1 Area Court sit­
ting at Kara last Wednesday sen­
tenced a 44- year- old labourer to 
three days imprisonment for setting

his neighbour’s property ablaze.
Mathais Tari of Federal Housing 

Authority, Phase II Kara, Abuja, 
was convicted for mischief, an 
offence contrary to Section 336 of 
the Penal Code Law.

Prosecutor Umar Muhammed 
told the court that on April 14, 
one Suraju Ibrahim of FHA Phase 
II reported to the police that on 
the same date, the accused person 
entered his room, brought out his

property valued at N67.200 and set 
them ablaze.

He said the accused admitted 
committing the crime to the police 
because the complainant accused 
his son of stealing N10,000.

The accused pleaded guilty to 
the charge and blamed the devil for 
his action.

Judge Salisu Garba sentenced 
him to three days imprisonment or 
to pay N5,000as fine.

mailto:citynews@dailytrust.com
http://www.fct.org.gov


CITY NEWS DAILY TRUST Wednesday, April 21, 2010

Driver denies intimidating
senator's wife
By Hussein Yahaya & Ibraheem A. Fatai

A 30-year-old driver yesterday in 
court denied intimidating a sena­
tor’s wife.

Ekawhe Dennis of Masaka vil­
lage, Nasarawa State, was accused of 
threatening thewomanonAprill2.

Prosecutor Isenyo Adoche told 
the court that on April 12, one 
Mrs. Maria Ngaji, wife of a sena­
tor, reported through one Paul 
Idu that the accused threatened 
her life.

“The accused threatened the 
complainant’s life through tel­

ephone calls asking her to send 
money and threatening her, if she 
fails to send the money,” the pros­
ecutor said.

The prosecutor said the offence 
is punishable under Section 397 of 
the Penal Code Law.

When the charge was read to

the accused, he denied them and 
requested for bail, which was not 
objected to by the prosecutor.

In her ruling, Magistrate Ann 
Akobi granted the accused bail 
in the sum of N100, 000 with 
two reasonable sureties in like 
sums, who must reside within

the court’s jurisdiction.
She also ruled that one of the 

sureties must be a civil servant of 
not below grade level 07 and that 
the second must show evidence of 
means of livelihood.

The case was adjourned to May 
11 for hearing.

Abuja to host youth 
leadership summit
By Abbas Jimoh

A two-day national youth leadership 
and economic summit for 700 partici­
pants is to be held in Abuja, organisers 
said yesterday during a media brief­
ing.

The summit which is organised by 
the Guardians of the Nation Interna­
tional (GOTNI), Nigeria Economic 
Summit Group (NESG), Ministry of 
Youth Development and some other 
government and private institutions 
is tagged “Leadership for Transfor­
mation: Imagine the Possibilities”.

GOTNI President Linus Okorie 
disclosed that the summit’s objectives

includes, bringing the youths face-to- 
face with decision-makers in relevant 
fields, exposing the youths to relevant 
organisations that drive the economy 
in order to facilitate the development 
of their initiatives and ideas as well 
as to instil leadership values in them 
while at the same time bringing them 
together for networking.

Okorie explained that 700 partici­
pants chosen through nominations by 
their companies, organisations, men­
tors and states, would be required to 
submit an essay on why they deserve 
to participate at the summit, adding 
that the best among them would be 
chosen and invited as participants.

Residents want water bills addressed
By Usman A. Bello

RESIDENTS of Utako district 
have called on management of 
FCT Water Board to address the 
problems associated with water 
bills payment as well as undue 
disconnection.

They made the call during a 
forum organized for the board’s 
customers by FCT Water Board 
in order to sensitize them on the 
recent increases in water rates as 
well as to know their problems 
and address them.

The residents commended 
the board for uninterrupted 
water supply but complained of 
low water pressure, non-reflec­
tion of paid bills, inherited debt

and undue disconnection by the 
board.

Reacting, the board’s Director, 
Engr Jibril Ibrahim, assured resi­
dents of improved service deliv­
ery, saying the delay associated 
with bills payment was as a result 
of the board intention to change 
from manual bill payment to auto 
meter payment, adding that the 
problem will be solved as soon as 
the process is completed.

“On accumulated bills, the 
board is ready to collect 50 per­
cent of the total bill owned by 
customers and you should install 
water meters in your houses in 
order to prevent over billing as 
well as make it easy for the board 
to constantiy read for accurate

billing,” Jibril said.
He called on estate develop­

ers to give detailed information 
on the capacity of their estates, 
so as to solve the problem of low 
water pressure associated with 
some areas.

According to him, the board 
has to adjust domestic water sup­
ply from N50 to N80 per cubic 
meter, while commercial is from 
N100 to N150, due to increase in 
the cost of production and to be 
able to serve customers better.

“We would take corrections 
from all the observations, com­
ments made by consumers and 
strategize as well as improve on 
the services we render to the 
area,” he said.

THE INSTITUTE OF CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS OF NIGERIA  fey As* o f pMSSmsm Ha.  -..................
I O K C M A  a n o  d i s t r i c t  s o c i e t y

5* Northern District Accountants’ Conference I confluence 20 10)
Theme of the Conference: “The Financial Crisis in a Developing Economy: The rote of Chartered 
Accountants."

Dale:- Sun.2"* Thur.6 * May2010 
Venae: - Confluence Beach Hotel, Lokoja,

Kogi State, Nigeria.

SUNDAY 2"™ MAY 2910: - Registration of Participants.
Foundation Laying of the District Secretariat, at 3,00PM

MONDAY 3"" M AY 2010 -  Opening Ceremony 
PLENARY SESSIONS:
PAPERONE: Financial Crisis in a Developing Economy: The Role of

Chartered Accountants. - By: Chief Dr. J .  O. Otnuya Bsc, Msc, 
FCADtrectar (Board) Central Bank of Nigeria, Abuja.

TUESDAY 4™ MAY 2810
PAPER TWO: Financial System Reforms in Nigeria Economy: Prospect and

Challenges, -By: Professor B.C. Nwankwo PHD. Dean Faculty of 
Management Science, Kogi State University Anyigha,

WORKSHOP 1: The impact of Agriculture on Nigerian Economy as a Panacea to the
Realkatioa of Vision 20:2020* By: Dr. Stm  Negedti 

WORKSHOPS: Critical Analysis of Revenue Generation as a tool for Socio­
economic and Infhtsmictural Development in Nigeria -  By Chief 
Mrs, Ifueko Omoigui FCA, Chairman Federal Inland Revenue 
Service. Abuja.

CONFERENCE FE E:
N 25,000.00 (This includes Conference materials and Gala Night)

"Mandator; Continuing Professional Education (M PC£)
Members will be awarded credit points for only the activities auended during the conference. 

Method of Payment:
Payments should be in Bank Draft or Cash made payat ie to The Institute of Chartered 
Accountants of Nigeria, Conference Account Number. 119401010001298 Fidelity Bank Pk: 
nearest to you.

For Further Information Contact:
ALH, M, M. USMAN, FCA ALH. ADAMU FARUNA, FCA
CONFERENCE CHAIRMAN VICECHAIRMAN
08067078623 08036008680

MA RK ABUH, AC A ELIJAH EVINEMI.ACA
CONFERENCE DIRECTOR CONFERENCE SECRETARY
08033053344 08053668860

NATIONAL WATER RESOURCES INSTITUTE,
Mando Road, P.M.B. 2309, Kaduna, Nigeria

ADVERTISEMENT OF VACANCY 
(Internal and External)

The National Water Resources Institute, Kaduna, a parastatal of the Federal Ministry of Agriculture 
and Water Resources, hereby invites applications from suitably qualified candidates to fill in vacant 
position of Chief Accountant, In line with the Federal Character Commission's guidelines, 
interested applicants from the following under represented states: Abia. Adamawa. Akwa-Ibom. 
Anambra, Bauchi, Bayelsa, Cross River, Delta, Ebonyi, Ekiti, Enugu, FCT, Jigawa, Kebbi. Lagos, 
Nassarawa, Ogun, Ondo, Osun, Rivers, Sokoto, Taraba. Zamfara, are to note and fullfil the following 
laid down criteria:

CHIEF ACCOUNTANT: CONTISS13
Holder of a Masters Degree in Accounting or Finance from a recognized institution of higher 
learning with 12 years cognate experience OR holder of a good honours Degree or HMD in 
Accountancy or Finance or equivalent Professional Accountancy,qualification(s) with at least 14 
years post-qualification cognate experience. Working experience in education tertiary institutions, 
research institutes, training institutes or any such organization shall be added advantage. 
Considering the challenges of the office, applicant should be well-grounded in all facets of Accounts 
and Finance. Those not registered as chartered/certified Accountants with 1CAN, ANAN or any 
suchrecognizedprofessional accounting body need not apply.

METHOD OF APPLICATION:
Interested applicants should forward their applications along with 12 copies of their Curriculum 
Vitae to which 3 sets of photocopies of all cited certificates/documents should be attached. The CV 
should highlight the following, among others: Name (surname first), post applied for, current 
employment and salary, date and place of birth. Stare and Local Government of origin, marital status, 
postal address, telephone number, educational institutions attended, qualifications obtained with 
dates, membership of professional bodies, working experience with dates and schedules handled, 
names and addresses of 3 referees.

All submissions should be in sealed envelopes with clear indication of post applied for at the top left 
comer of the envelope and addressed to:

The Secretary to the Institute,
National Water Resources Institute,
P.M.B. 2309.
Mando Road, Kaduna.

Applicants should request their referees to send confidential reports on them directly to The 
Secretary To The Institute.

All applications must reach the address above within six (6) weeks from the date of this publication.

Signed:
SECRETARY TO THE INSTITUTE
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NIGERIAN NATIONAL PETROLEUM CORPORATION
NNPC Towers, Herbert Macaulay Way, Central Business District,

P.M.B. 190, Garki, Abuja - Nigeria.

INVITATION FOR PREQUALIFICATION OF BIDDERS FOR THE 
UPGRADING OF FIRE HYDRANTS' WATER PRESSURE IN 
NNPC TOWERS, ABUJA

The NIGERIAN NATIONAL PETROLEUM CORPORATION (NNPC) intends to upgrade the 
water pressure of the existing Fire Hydrants in NNPC Towers.

The existing Fire Hydrants System was designed to take its supply mainly from 
municipal water supply at a desired hydrant pressure range of 9 to 10bar. However, 
in recent times, the pressures have fallen to an undesirable level - below 1.5bar. 
This development has informed the need to modify and upgrade the existing Fire 
Hydrant Water Supply and Distribution System so that the desired minimum 
pressure of lObar at each Hydrant Post can be achieved.

Accordingly, NNPC hereby invites reputable, competent, and experienced 
companies for pre-qualification for the works.

1. SCOPE OR WORKS
The scope of works of the contract shall cover Engineering,
Procurement and Construction (EPC) and shall include but not limited to 
the following:

■ Study/Detailed Investigation of the existing fire facilities which shall 
include but not limited to
o Public water (mains) supply, Boreholes (current service

status, yields and inter-linkages); 
o Water Storage Tanks, [ground and roof tanks] and

interconnections to meet with the new fire fighting minimum 
storage demand of 750m3. 

o Fire Hydrants posts, Layout and re-engineering/sizing with
the necessity to erect four (4 nos.) additional surface hydrant 
posts with mobile monitors.

* Carry out Detailed Engineering Services to determine the adequacy 
of all existing fire facilities or otherwise and where applicable establish 
shortfall and appropriate remediation

« Carry out all necessary modification/remediation works to achieve 
the desired functional Fire Hydrant Pressure with desired storage capacity.

2. PRE-QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS:

Interested firms should submit prequalification documents detailing the 
company's capabilities and financial status as follows:

(i) A cover letter summarizing the contents of the prequalification 
document.

(ii) Legal status (public liability company, corporation, etc) 
registered capital, paid up capital, date of establishment, 
Nationality and country from which control is exercised.

(iii) Evidence of Company Incorporation in Nigeria, current 
registration with the Department of Petroleum Resources 
(DPR), registration with NNPC or any of its subsidiaries;

(iv) Tax clearance certificate for the last three years;

(v) Company HSE policy statements, procedures, organization structure, 
HSE Plan for the works and Company safety statistics for the past 3 
years

(vi) Detailed Company profile including organizational structure 
and available manpower including those dedicated or specializing in 
Fire Water System installation with a list of key professional staff and 
their resume.

(VII) Details of foreign/local technical partners, including inception date, 
scope and copy of executed agreement;

(viii) Evidence of availability of requisite and appropriate skills among key 
staff and persons to be engaged in the project;

(ix) Evidence of works undertaken which are considered relevant in 
demonstrating your ability and capability to successfully undertake 
this project; and evidence of having successfully carried out such 
works in the past ten years;

This information shall include:

(a) Title of Projects;
(b) Brief Description of Projects;
(c) Clients;
(d) Scope of Work performed;
(e) Date of award of Contracts.
(f) Contractual period for execution of projects;
(g) Actual period of execution;
(H) Reasons for discrepancies between (g) and (f) above if any;
(i) Nature of contracts (fixed lump sum, reimbursable etc);
(j) Name and address of a referee in client's company for each referenced 

project (provide telephone numbers and e-mail address for quick 
reference). Please provide NNPC with letter of authority to confirm 
previous relevant experience as claimed.

(x) For a joint venture or partnership, the previous experience being claimed 
must include those executed by the joint venture or the partnership.

(xi) Company's audited accounts and financial reports for the past three years 
and bank reference from reputable class Abank;

(Xii) Willingness to commence work based on a letter of Intent. (LOI)

3 NIGERIAN CONTENT STRATEGY PUN

Provide the following to demonstrate compliance with Nigerian Content 
Development Policy of the Federal Government of Nigeria:

(a) Description of your company's committed infrastructure in Nigeria 
including well-equipped offices and adequately equipped workshop;

(b) List of Nigerian Engineers, and other specialists that would be engaged 
in the proposed works;

(c) Description (list) of the equipment & materials of Nigerian origin to be 
procured and used in the execution of this contract, and the names 
and addresses of suppliers;

(d) Names and addresses of indigenous services and local 3rd party 
businesses that would support the contract including specific areas 
where they will be utilized;

(e) Details of company's targeted training and understudy programme for 
this contract to maximize the utilization of Nigerian personnel.

(f) Description of your Contract Management Team. Please also submit an 
organizational chart to substantiate this information;

(g) Description of your Procurement Centre location in Nigeria. Please 
also submit an organizational chart to substantiate this information.

4. SUBMISSION OF PREQUALIFICATION DOCUMENT
The requested information and any supporting documents in respect of this 
requirement should be submitted in one original plus two copies not later 
than four (4) weeks from date of this publication. The documents should be 
sealed and clearly marked "PREQUAUFICATION FOR NNPC TOWERS FIRE 
HYDRANTS' PRESSURE UPGRADE” and submitted to the officeof:

THE GROUP GENERAL MANAGER
ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY DIVISION
BLOCK -B'HTH FLOOR
NNPC TOWERS
HERBERT MACAULAY WAY
CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT
ABUJA

This publication and the ensuing qualification process neither creates any commitment by 
NNPC nor establishes any legal relationship with NNPC. All costs incurred as a result of a 
company's response to this invitation for preequatification and any subsequent request for 
information shall be on responding company’s account.

NNPC reserves absolute discretion and right to either accept or reject any documents and it

any applicant to participate in the exercise o f to enter into any correspondence concerning 
the selection of any company for the works.

Please note that this is not an invitation to tender. Full tendering procedure wilt be

Signed: NNPC Management
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RE-OPEN LETTER TO THE NATIONAL CHAIRMAN OF THE PDP 
PRINCE (Dr) VINCENT OGBULAFOR

Perhaps one needed not bother writing a 
rejoinder to the above titled paid advert 
which appeared in several national dailies of 

Wednesday, April 14th, 2010 in the light of the fact 
that the writers who claimed to be "concerned" PDP 
members are non-existent in the Party's register.

In the said advert, the writers, one Alhaji Umar 
Halilu Jega and Hajiya Mairo Inuwa Yauri, while 
acknowledging the feet that Kebbi State has 
enjoyed, and continues to enjoy religious, tribal and 
political peace, claimed that this situation may soon 
be reversed because of the "massive thug activities 
being perpetrated by armed political thugs 
operating with the consent and active connivance 
of people in government''

In their vain attempt to justify their fictitious 
assertion, the writers claimed that the State 
Governor, His Excellency, Alhaji Sa’idu Usman 
Nasamu Dakingari travelled to his home town of 
Dakingari on the day that a serving commissioner in 
his cabinet was giving out his daughter’s hand in 
ma:r iage. According to their ridiculous claim, on the 
Governor’s entourage "were some two thousand 
hr aviiy armed thugs who invaded the wedding 
v jnue where they attacked and wounded several 
h tvited guests of the Honourable Commissioner."

While not attempting to hold brief for any of the 
security agencies in the state, f would like to point 
out the falsehood in these allegations. First, the 
Governor travelled home a day earlier than the 
purported wedding day of the Hon. Commissioner’s 
daughter because he too had a wedding ceremony 
to be held in Ms country home on that same day. As 
is usual with him, and as can be confirmed try all 
who are conversant with him especially members 
of my constituency, The Press, the Governor 
travelled home alone, with only a handful of his

persona! aides. He was joined on the day of the 
event (the following day) by members of his cabinet 
including this writer, as well as the State 
Commissioner of Police, the Director of State 
Security Service, their officers and men, as well as 
men of the Civil Defence Corps. Each and every 
one of these officers can confirm my statement that 
in spite of the huge crowd of well-wishers who 
turned out for the occasion, not a single injury was 
recorded either at the venue, on the road to and fro, 
or even at the residence of the Hon. Commissioner 
where a parallel wedding ceremony took place.

Another childish, ludicrous and patent falsehood is 
the claim by the writers to the effect that the 
Governor stopped his convoy at Ujariyo village on 
his way to Gotomo for a wedding last Monday and
ordered some political posters removed and people 
beaten, one even wounded. Not even me, a 
minnow in the entourage, can descend so low as to 
do that or even trade words with such opponents
talk less of Alhaji Sa’idu Usman Nasamu Dakingari, 
whose negative view and absolute disdain on 
political thuggery is welt known across the State.

It is a documented fact that Governor Sa’idu Usman 
Nasamu Dakingari had appealed to the people of 
Kebbi State, particularly the youths, at several fora 
to do away with money induced politics and more 
especially, political thuggery. He had appealed to 
the youths whose stock in trade had hitherto been 
drug-induced thuggery reminiscent of politics 
before his advent to check among themselves to 
see if they could identify a single child of any well- 
to-do politician or public office holder.

To divert their attention and redirect their energies 
to something more productive, Governor Dakingari 
Opened more schools, introduced a functional dry 
season farming scheme with heavily subsidized

inputs as well as government support in the 
establishment of small scale ventures. As a matter 
of fact, no other administration has done more in 
the area of youth development in Kebbi State than 
the administration of Governor Sa'idu Dakingari.

While I do not intend to use this medium to dwell on 
the over flogged issue of the already settled case of 
Kebbi State PDP Chairmanship in the State, I wish 
to categorically state that the assertion that the 
State i Governor is "entertaining the idea of 
abandoning the PDP for another party* is 
laughable. Perhaps, and I STRONGLY suspect this 
to be so, it is the sponsors of the writers who are 
entertaining that idea, having observed the political 
pulse pfthe people of Kebbi State.

I also wish to observe here that the assertion by the 
writers which ascribed and conferred the powers 
that I firmly believe belong only to Allah, to the effect 
that "nobody can succeed in becoming anything 
politically today in Kebbi State except through 
Aliero“is blasphemous and not worthy of a reply.

Having said ail these, one therefore begins to 
wonder what is the writers' real motive behind this 
hurried, blind and un-thoughtful paid advert? Could 
it be aimed at diverting the attention of the security 
agencies from their diligent investigation of some 
other painful and irreparable act that recently took 
place in the state. Can that possibly be what the 
writers wish to cover? We keep our fingers crossed. 
Allah is all knowing.

IBRAHIM MUSAARGUNGU 
Senior Special Assistant to the Governor 

(Media & Publicity)

A N A T IO N A L  A G R IC U LTU R A L EXTEN SIO N  
A ,  A N D  RESEARCH L IA IS O N  SERVICES

.J m a & L  FEDERAL MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND WATER RESOURCES 
AHMADt BELLO UNIVERSITY P.M.B. 1067, /A R IA  NIGERIA 

| Ref: N A t B M P W A - 1____________________________________________________ T  April, 2010

INVITATION FOR TENDERS FOR PROJECTS BY SUITABLY 
QUALIFIED CONTRACTORS FOR 2 0 1 0  APPROPRIATION

In compliance with Federal Government 2007 Public Procurement Act, The National Agricultural 
Extension and Research Liaison Services (MAfekLSU Federal “Ministry o f Agriculture and Water 
Resources, Ahmadti Bello University, Zaria hereby invites reputable and experienced Contractors to tender 
in respect o f its approved projects under the 2010 Appropriation.
The areas are:
A S K IiX  ACQUISITION AND DEVELOPMENT CENTER
.  SUPPLY OF EQUIPMENTS.
•  SUPPLY OF FURNITURES AND APPARATUS FOR FOOD TECH. LABORATORY.
B LIBRARY INFORMATION, DOCUMENTATION AND CIRCULATION

ESTABLISHMENT OF INFORMATION RESOURCE CENTER AT HQ AND 5 ZONAL 
OFFICES.

•  SUPPLY OF EQUIPMENTS FOR INFORMATION RESOURCE CENTERS AT HQ AND S 
ZONAL OFFICES.

C MANAGEMENT OFADOPTED VILLAGES
•  SUPPLY OF EQUIPMENTS, FURNITURES AND FIELD MATERIALS 

SUPPLY OF FACILITIES FOR 5 ADOPTED VILLAGES IN NWZO ZARIA, NEZO 
MAIDUGURL NCZO BADDEGI BIDDA, SEZO UMUDIKE AND SWZO, IBADAN.

D PACKAGING AND DISSEMINATION
.  UPGRADING OF RADIO TV STUDIOS AT SWZO IBADAN AND SEZO UMUDIKE.
2 REQUIREMENTS

Interested Companies are to collect Tender Documents from the Institute upon payment of 
N20,000.00 only in the Institute Cash Office. Submission or the Tender Documents should be 
made in a seated envelope indicating on the top left hand corner o f  the envelope the code 
provided against each area o f interest as listed above along with the following documents:
Ccrti ficate of incorporation from the Corporate Affairs Commission.
Evidence of membership o f relevant professional bodies (e. g, COREN, NIA, NIQS, CORBON etc) 
as the case may be.
Possession o f tax clearance Certificate for the past three years.
Value Added Tax (VAT) Registration Certificate.
Bank reference letter indicating evidence o f  accessibility to credit facility.
Copy of audited account for the past three years.
Comprehensive company profile indicating (he CV of key personnel.
Verifiable evidences o f past job experiences in similar projects of interest in the past Syears 
indicating the contract sum and evideneeof satisfactory job performance.
Any other evidence/document that would confirm the skill/competence of the individual 
contractors. ■*
SUBMISSION OFTENDER DOCUMENTS
Three copies o f  the Tenders Documents should be sealed in separate envelopes and labeled
"Tenders Document: L ot......... " to be sent not later than 2:00 p.m. two (2) weeks from the date of
advertisement addressed to:

Resident Due Process Unit, National Agricultural Extension and Research 
Liaison Services, Ahmadu Bello University, P.M.B. 1067, Zaria.

ISSUES TO NOTE:
Documents submitted after two <2) weeks from the date o f  this advert will automatically disqualify 
the applicants).
The Institute is neither committed nor obliged to write any company to tender nor award any contract 
to partners, contractors, consultants or agents.
The Institute is not bound to accept the lowest of any tender submitted.
The Institute shall not be responsible for any cost incurred in the preparation and submission o f  
documents.

3.

SUMAILA LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
KANO STATE

NVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION FOR TENDER

The Sumaila Local government council is desirous of undertaking road 
project in 2010, in view of this, the local government is inviting 
competent and interested companies for pre-qualification to carry out 
the project.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Construction of300m Asphalt Overlay road, in Sumaila Township, 

PRE-QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENT
Interested pre-Qualification bidder must submit the following:
•  Evidence of incorporation
•  Registration with the state government
» Company Audited Account for 3 years
•  Evidence of Tax Clearance for 3 years
•  Evidence of Financial Capability or banking support
•  Technical Qualification/Experience of key staff
•  Similar project executed and evidence of knowledge of industry
•  Equipment and technological capacity *
•  Annual turnover
•  Vat registration and evidence of past remittance 

PRE-QUALIFICATION TENDER
i

The pre-qualification document shall be returned to the Secretary, 
Residence Due Process Team, Sumaila Local Government Council.

Signed
DIRECTOR PERSONAL MANAGEMENT 

Sumaila Local Government Kano
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M INISTRY OF DEFENCE 
(P R E S ID E N T IA L  C O M M IT T E E  O N  B A R R A C K S  

R E H A B IL IT A T IO N )
A R E A  I  I ,  G A R K I -  A B U J A

I M P R O N  I M 1 A T  T O  P R I M  \ R S  S C H O O L S  W l )  P R I M  M< \  
I I I  M  i l l  I N S H i l  I I O N s  IN M i l  H  V R \  B A R R  VC k s .

I M ) l  R \  I \ R  2010 M i l  I T \ M l  M  l> l . \  I I O P M I  N I G O  M  S
( M D G l .

1.  IN T R O D U C T IO N

The Presidential Committee on Barracks Rehabilitation intends to carry 
out rehabilitation works and provision of equipment, furniture and 
recreational facilities in primary schools and primary health care 
institutions in Military Barracks Nationwide under the year 2010 
Millennium Development Goals Programme. Competent contractors 
are by this publication invited for prequalification for the jobs.

2. O B J E C T IV E
The objective of the programme is to upgrade die standards of 
infrastructures in the schools and the medical facilities in the barracks.

3. DESCRIPTION OF WORKS
Rehabilitation of various primary school buildings and primary health 
care facilities in Military barracks nationwide along with provision of 
equipment, furniture and recreational facilities.

4. PREOUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
Interested companies are required to include in their submissions die 
following:

a) Company Profile.
b) Certificate oflncorporation in Nigeria or Overseas.
c) Evidence of company registration with Ministry of Defence 

and/or Federal Ministry of Lands, Housing and Urban 
Development.

d) List of similar projects (veri fiable) completed in the past three 
years.

e) Company tax clearance certificate for the last three years
f) Evidence of VATregistration.
g) Financial capability.
h) Evidence of technical, operational and managerial capabilities.
i) Other relevant additional information.

5 SUBMISSION OF PRE-QUALIFICATION DOCUMENTS
Pre-qualification documents, which should be enclosed in a sealed 
envelope marked '2010 MDG PRE-QUALIFICATION1 at the top left 
hand comer, should be addressed and delivered to:

The Secretary;
Tenders Board,
Presidential Committee on Barracks Rehabilitation,
Ministry' of Defence,
11, Mahathma Gandhi Street, Area 11,
Garki-Abuja.

not lata- than 2 weeks from the date of this publication.

6 . A D D IT IO N A L  IN F O R M A T IO N

a) Please note that this is not an invitation to tender.
b) Tender information and instruction shall be given only to 

companies that have been screened and found suitable for the
jobs.

c) Only pre-qualified companies will be invited to participate in the 
anticipated competitive tendering.

d) Late submission of pre-qualification documents will be rejected.
e) The Ministry of Defence reserves the right to reject any 

application,

ARC. O.OLADOY1NBO-OJOMO,
Signed.

Ag.Chairman, PCBR.
For; Honourable Minister.

M I N I S T R Y  O F  D E F E N C E  
( P R E S ID E N T IA L  C O M M I T T E E  O N  B A R R A C K S  

R E H A B IL I T A T IO N )
A R E A  11, G A R K I - A B U J A

1. INTRODUCTION
The Presidential Committee on Barracks Rehabilitation intends to 
carry out rehabilitation works in Military Barracks Nationwide 
under its year 2010 Programme. Suitably qualified and competent 
contractors are by this publication invited for prequalification.

2 . O B J E C T IV E
The objective of the programme is improvement of the well being 
and welfare of the military personnel by rehabilitating and 
upgrading the facilities and infrastructure in the barracks.

3. DESCRIPTION OF WORKS
Rehabilitation of various buildings and facilities in Military 
barracks nationwide.

4 PREOUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
Interested companies are required to include in their submissions the
following:

a) Company Profile.
b) Certificate oflncorporation in Nigeria or Overseas.
c) Evidence of company registration with Ministry of Defence

and /or Federal Ministry of Lands, Housing and urban
Development.

d> List of similar projects (verifiable) completed in the past
three years. y~

e) Company tax clearance certificate for the last three years.
f> Evidence of VAT registration.
g) Financial capability.
h) Evidence of technical, operational and managerial

capabilities.
i) Other relevant additional information.

5. S U B M IS S IO N  O F  P R E - Q U A L IF IC A T IO N  D O C U M E N T S
Pre-qualification documents which should be enclosed in a sealed
envelope marked *2010 PRE-QUALIFICATION’ at the top left
hand comer, should be addressed and delivered to:

The Secretary,
Tenders Board,
Presidential Committee on Barracks Rehabilitation, 
Ministry of Defence,
11 „ Mahathma Gandhi Street, Area 11,
Garki-Abuja.
not later than 2 weeks from the date of this publication.

6 . A D D IT IO N A L  I N F O R M A T I O N

a) Please note that this is not an invitation to tender.
b) Tender information and instruction shall be given only to 

companies that have been screened and found suitable for die 
jobs.

c) Only pre-qualified companies will be invited to participate in 
the anticipated competitive tendering.

d) Late submission of pre-qualification documents will be 
rejected.

e) The Ministry of Defence reserves the right to reject any 
application.

A R C . O . O L A D O Y IN B O - O J O M O ,
Signed.

Ag. Chairman, PCBR.
For: Honourable Minister.



PROFESSOR Jerry Gana with former Head of State Muhammadu Buhari at the Leadership round table meeting in Abuja 
recently.
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Inside Politics
Jostle begins to replace 
dead Gombe senators
From Aliyu M. Hamagam, Gombe

AROUND 10 People’s Demo­
cratic Party (PDP) chieftains in 
Gombe State are jostling to take 
the senatorial slots hitherto occu­
pied by the late Senators Tawar 
Wada and Kawu Peto Dukku.

Wada and Dukku died three 
weeks ago. They represented 
Gombe South and Gombe North 
senatorial districts respectively.

The contenders for the Gombe 
South slot include state deputy 
governor John Yoriyo, agric com­
missioner David Albashi, former 
deputy governor Joshua Lidani, 
housing commissioner Arabs 
Rukuje and member of the House 
of Representatives Adamu Kalba.

In the northern district, the 
contenders include erstwhile 
minister of state for education 
Aishatu Jibril Dukku, commis­

sioner for local government 
Dahiru Buba Biri, state attorney- 
general Zubairu Umar, informa­
tion commissioner Sa’idu Alkali 
and Dukku local government 
chairman Ahmed Walama.

Yoriyo is said to be favored for 
the southern district slot because 
of his incumbency advantage, and 
Albashi is expected to be his fierc­
est challenger.

Lidani is also running a strong

campaign, because he comes 
from Kaltungo, where people are 
clamouring that one of their own 
should have the seat, given that 
Wada who held the post for seven 
years was from Billiri while the 
serving deputy governor is from 
Balanga local government.

The chances of Hajiya Aishatu 
in Gombe North are slim, accord­
ing to politicians in the zone, 
allegedly because she did not

carry the people’ along while she 
was minister.

For his part, the attorney- 
general is considered too ‘tight- 
fisted’ to make any impact, politi­
cians say.

Alkali faces accusations of 
non-fulfillment of promises, 
while Walama will contend with 
allegations of unacceptability 
among the people in his local gov­
ernment area.

Guber poll: Al-Makura writes Nasarawa PDP

From Hir Joseph (Lafia) & Abbas 
Jimoh (Abuja)

THE People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) in Nasarawa 
State has received the first 
letter of intent for the gov­
ernorship race from a chief­
tain of the party Umaru 
Tanko Al-Makura, who said 
he has been under intense 
pressure to withdraw' for 
Governor Aliyu Doma.

Al-Makura visited the 
party’s secretariat in Lafia, 
and had a brief discussion 
with some party officials 
led by the state chairman 
Yunana Ilya. The meet­
ing was held behind closed 
doors, but Al-Makura told 
newsmen later that he was 
there to remind the party of 
his letter of intent he submit­
ted earlier on.

He also said pressure 
continued to mount on 
him from various quarters 
to withdraw from the race, 
but that he would carry on 
regardless.

“No matter the level of 
pressure, unless the pres­
sure can undo your thinking 
or motivation which is not 
likely to be in my own case, 
so pressure or no pressure, 
Tanko Almakura is contest­
ing for the office of the gov­
ernor come 2011,” he said.

Tin  the letter of intent 
he submitted to party, Al- 
Makura said he was in 
the race to “enhance the 
physical development and 
general well-being of our 
people. I wish to state with 
every sense of responsibility 
and humility that we need a 
more vigorous approach to 
governance, if  we have to 
attain and achieve dividends 
of democracy which our 
people yearn for through 
the manifestoes and pro­
grammes of our party.”

A former member of 
the Constituent Assembly, 
Al-Makura was state secre­
tary of the defunct National 
Republican Convention 
(NRC).

Forget 2011, group tells Jonathan
From Muhammad Abubakar, 
Bauchi

ACTING President Good- 
luck Jonathan has been 
advised to respect his party’s 
zoning arrangement which 
says it is the turn of the North 
to produce the next president 
in 2011 in the interest of the 
continued peaceful co-exist - 
ence in the country.

Chairman of a Bauchi- 
based group, Vanguards 
of Northern Nigeria, Al- 
Ameen Sani Mohammed, 
who gave the advice in a 
statement in Bauchi yester­
day, described calls by the 
‘Northern Friends of the 
South-South’ that the act­
ing president should go for 
the seat in 2011 as unfortu­
nate.

“The suggestion by this 
group is sinister and capable 
of derailing the good inten­
tions of the acting president

from attending to criti­
cal national issues that are. 
threatening the corporate 
existence of the country 
itself. The call by this group 
should be discarded by the 
acting president,” he said.

He said the group 
should have advised the 
acting president to con­
centrate of realising the set 
goals of the present admin­
istration within the remain­
ing period such as dredging 
of the River Niger, power 
supply, organising free and 
fair elections and address­
ing the Niger-Delta issue.

The group also criti­
cised what it described as 
persistent attacks of prom­
inent Northern personali­
ties such as Muhammadu 
Buhari, *Yakubu Gowon, 
Ibrahim Babangida, Atiku 
Abubakar and President 
Umaru Yar’adua in some 
sections of the media.

'Adam awa PDP has already received Atiku'
From Andrew Agbese, Jos

FACTIONAL chairman of the PDP 
in Adamawa state, Chief Medan Ten- 
eke, has reacted to the protest by some 
members of the party in Adamawa 
state over the return of former vice 
president Atiku Abubakar. He said 
the protest was belated as his faction 
has since received Atiku back into the 
party.

Teneke, who spoke with newsmen 
in Jos yesterday, said he was surprised 
to hear some people opposing Atiku s

return when plans were already on by 
the state chapter of the party to organ­
ise a reception for him.

“Atiku has passed through the due 
process and has been received at his 
ward and local government what we 
are trying to do at the state chapter is 
to organise a reception for the former 
VP to honor his return to the party. 
So any talk about not welcoming him 
back does not arise,” he said.

The factional chairman com­
mended the national chairman of the 
PDP Vincent Ogbulafor for asserting

that the PDP is for the people and is 
ready to welcome new members into 
it instead of driving them away.

He said Atiku, being a former vice 
president who single handedly floated 
a political party that won states like 
Lagos and Edo, is an asset for any 
party and Adamawa would not miss 
the opportunity of having him back.

Teneke said a special party card 
would be presented to the former vice 
president at the reception the state 
chapter of the party headed by him 
would be organising for Atiku soon.

Tribunal reserves judgment in Osun guber case
THE Justice Ali Garba-led election tri­
bunal on Monday reserved judgment 
in the retrial of the suit filed by Action 
Congress (AC) governorship candidate 
in the 2007 election, Alhaji Rauf Areg- 
besola, against Governor Olagunsoye 
Oyinlola of the PDP.

Speaking after the adoption of writ­
ten addresses by the parties in the case, 
Garba said the tribund would notify par­
ties of the date fixed for judgment 

“I commend all ofyou for your under­
standing and cooperation throughout 
the sittings of this panel,” he said

Earlier, Garba had given each party

five minutes for summary address and 
three minutes for adoption of address.

While adopting his written address, 
state Attorney-General Niyi Owolade, 
who represented the police, submitted 
that the inability of the petitioner to ten­
der the police report had knocked out the 
basis for the retriaL

Lead counsel to the first, second and 
third respondents (Oyinlola, Olusola 
Obada and PDP), Malam Yusuf Ali, urged 
the court to discountenance the petition 
on the grounds that it lacked merit 

Counsel to INEC, Mr Dayo Famakin- 
Johnson, also adopted his written address

and prayed the tribunal to dismiss the 
petition due to lack of evidence.

But lead counsel to AC, Chief Ebun 
Sasegbon, said the Police Force frus­
trated the efforts of the petitioner to ten­
der the police report Fie said the police 
attempted to negate the petition before 
the panel by denying the report

Sasegbon recalled the arrest and pros­
ecution of two of the petitioner’s counsel, 
adding that this was responsible for the 
inability of the petitioner to tender the 
report He urged the tribunal to enter 
judgment in favour of the petitioner. 
(NAN)
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TRU ST  C LA SS IF IED
A t  A M R U  8 I L  M A  A R U F  IS L A M IC  

O U lO A N C i  AM O C O U N S K t  C E N T R E
Tim  |mbiae m k^iyy rasiifysng tbas sbs? &h&ve n®mm$
Ox^mwxMkm hm  applkni fb$ C^rpamm A&mm Ccmimks&m, 
Ab-aja for ?£gistrMiors tsssder past *C* o f  the Cca&p3gi£$$ an*! Atlk&l 
M&tier Act I WHk 
HisHmsiMi mr*s

I.. Dr. $h£iktj iMbman A »i^b» - C V w s
2, M&ilam Abubakar ligbe -Secretary
3, H a jiys  J M M t C, O kom
4, m  altam Swh&il Sheikh Q&maxt

Alim and Obje«tiv«sj 
1, To propagator Islam  wish w isdom
.$♦ To  mctsloa&s the «f>ir& o f  wmty ami $*®ae« smftiig Nsgmsis

3. To o**%hte« N «g.erisB Ntol *m the aeed tm  eduesttoft
4, To fgotecff a»<S p tm m w  the rig h t #t»4 gNrog&gty ' 

Ophansand wk4mis
Assy obJ«a?tksrt io tbe re^isl?aisca» shciaM be ^jtrward^dl is» tbe 

Cisfpcsrate Atlairs plot 420* Tigris
€mmm%k&ffA.gmyi Iroosii Street, M»iia»ta^Abt*|» wttbto 2^  d a^sof 
tMs pt«Wicaito«.

Siped: 
lxbaral-ha<| Chamtjers 

M « a i  P r a c t it io n e r *

V O R A N P H A N G  Y O U T H  D E V E L O P M E N T  
A S S O C I A T I O N  K A D U N A

No!icc »  hereby gtvc« to the general public that above 
named Association is apply for Registration under 
Companies and Allied Matters Decree 1990 law o f the 
Republic oFHigeriia,
XfeftaSQMftMHUMEIj

1. John Kassish
2. Mesfeaehi Danjma
3 . Justin  Ishaya
4. Wisdom Yalcubu 

Alms and Objectives
1. 0tt(types»ea«^pEOg)ne«
2. To contribute to improving the living standards, 
socio-economic well-being, cultural and moral upliftment 
o f the people o f Nigeria, Africa and the world.
Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to 
the Registrar-General Corporate Affairs Commission, 
plot 4 2 0 , Tigris Crescent, off Agwiyi (ra s a  Street, 
Maitama. Abuja within 28 days o f  this publication 

Signed:
Secretary

BWfiLBWANG OLD FRIENDS ASSOCIATION (BOFA)
The genera public is hereby notified Shat the above nanwt arganizaiian 
has applied to the Corpor ate Affairs commission for registration under 
parTCToftfie Co<r*>ani*s and Allied Matters Ac! No 1 of 1990.
THE TRUSTEES ARE:

2, David
3; ■ ,James VfiSSfi
4. Cecilia EyesSa
5. Joel Sunday
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES:
1. To come together am i foster weity.
2. Tb develop each sodaty economicaBy and finandaty.
3. Tohe^brwigprogressanddevetopm entofowaim am atef.
4. To enhance and promote the educational advancement of a8 
State«$ of our #mamater.
5. To strive in fostering peace, progress and development in our society. 
Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to she Registrar- 
General Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 420 Tigris Crescent 
Agsiiyto Irons* Street, Maitama Abuja, within 28 days of M s publication

Signed:
GODFREY GABRIEL DSWAN

LOSS OF DOCUMENTS
This is to inform the general puttie of the loss of the following 
documents:
1, Offer of terms of Grant/Conveyance of approval and 
acceptance of offer of Grant right of occupancy with the federal 
capital territory, Abuja and No. MFCT/LA/1992/Bo t 933.
2. Original offer of terms of Grant/Conveyance of Approval 
with ref. No. MFCT/LA/91/BN 1347 dated 15th November 1993 
in respect of Plot No 1325 of about 697sqm located within 
Katampe District beating HAAGA KPADOO MARY. Belonging 
to Alhaji Fatihu Ishaq M.

All declared missing. All efforts made to trace the said 
documents proved abortive if found please return to the 
nearest police station.

LOSS OF DOCUMENT
This is to inform the genera* public of the loss of original 
documents bearing the following
(1) Provisional Allocation of Plot Ref No. PIP 
C/P/PROJMO/VOL1/2 dated October 23, 1995  bearing 
Mrs. Mary Dang of No. 127, Rantya Gyel, P. O, Box 6083, 
Jos.
(2) Original Certificate of Occupancy with Certificate 
Number P L 2 6 5 8 6  bearing Mrs. Mary Joshua Dang.

AH efforts made to recover the said land documents 
proved abortive. If found please return to the nearest 
Police Staton.

This is to inform the general pubSc that the above named Church has 
applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission for registration under part "C* 
of the companies and aised matters act no. 1 of 1990 .
THE TRUSTEES ARE:
1. Pst (O f) OGRSn&Azu Aniiemeke
2. Pst (M rs) Faith Araemefei
3. Pst. Kingsley Soman
4 . D e a o m fid e fe e is rt;*
5. Mr Christopher Mbury
S, Deacon D onate UOhe Anlemete 
J. Vivian Heylnwa Beys 
8. Mrs. Sonia Efcoman 
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
1, To preach M i gospei of the Lord Jesus Christ In the Nations
2. Totmin, equip and send competent sospei ministers lo affect Nations
3. To establish institutions o f learning fham elementary to tertiary levels.
4, To establish aid institutions for the poor, pfrystcalty chatenged folks, 
ageing,, wkSow ansi txphans.
Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to the Registrar- 
General, Corporate Affairs Commission. 420 Tigris Crescent, off Aguiyi 
tronsi Street. P.M.B 19B. Maitama, Abuja within twenty-eight 28 days from 
the date of this publication ,

SIGNED:
Barrister Festu* Alitui

E V E R  IN C R EA SIN G  WORD O F FAITH C H U R C H
The general public is hereby notifying that the above named Church 
has applied lo the Corporale Attain. Commission Abuja for 
registralMMi under part *C* o f the Cwaipanies a»d Allied Matter Act
Ko.
Tlia TI'uslees are:

1 > Rss>. Da^id CHuwaiwyin Olaiteyia
2. PaittoriMrsi Julian MojisoiaOladovm

Aims and Objectives:
I. To propagate the gospel
.2. To establish Churches wherever converts arc made so that they 

can be taught word o f  Ood unto maturity 
.t. To establish o f Ministry for the training

o f gospel Ministers
4 . To engage in social w«rk community tteveiopmem and child 

welfare programmes, old people’* homes and other somite 
activities

5. To propagate the gospel o f Jesus Christ, redeeming soul* for 
God's kingdom

Any ohjcstion to the registration should be forwarded to the 
Registw-Oenetai CMpontfe AtTairs Conmii*sk>n. plot 4 2 0 . Tttpia 
C r e s c e n t ,  oft'Aguiyi b o a t  Street. Maitama, Abuja within 28 days o f  
tbisjwMieatsm.

Signed:
Secretary

NEHEMIA GLOBAL OUTREACH
The §®r©r.a{ pabuc is h&ns&y ififofmed 1has Ins s&o m  rssmsd sooeh* w  
app^ed Jo She Corporate Mass Comnnss&jon, Am # for fegisJratsow unstef PART 

makers act 1900-
The trustee* w®
1. EVAJMG. (OR>. ERIC OTCHERE * CHAIRMAN
2. PASTOR>FUKQR DANIEL O SAH E^ SECRETARY
3. APOSTLE (OR) JOHNSON MATTALEH VV1LLIAWS- MEM8ER
4 peAC0Ne$$ Victoria otch^re- m im b e r
s re v  }M«s> g la o vs  acNme v m m & H
8 HAKEEM AFOLAJ& AKJYOOE - MEf̂ BER
7. APOSTLE JOSHUA MAKAMJUOLA SIMEON- MEMBER
AIMS AND OBJECTIVE ARE:
1. To preach ?fie got@& o* oa  lorct Christ ail over the wofW 
2 To e$t̂ 4ish m m m $  fin in g  o ^ r^s  to em&ewer

mm and ■womsn lo  evmg&im iZm word of God.
3. To worsyp t&e im d in the beau?y of His hofiness and demcr^rate Hjs 

perwef by prophecy, heating afsd sa&ahon.
4 To ider«rty cm  mottm' by (ft&jiM di»ais«fO« v%*<{aeo«

Any objection to  ttm above re ^ ra fc o n  should be forwarded to Regtsirar 
General. Corpomte A#a*r» Comrrttssion. 429 Tigns Crescent Off Aguyi 
Irons* Street, MaSama, Abufa w m n  28 days of the pubiicaCon 

Sifted:
EVANG (OR,) ERIC OTCHERE 

CHAIRMAN

RESURRECTION GLORY HOUSE CHURCH

CHANGE OF NAME
I formerly MISS AOEDULU AWELEVYA DORIS now wishes to be 
addressed as MRS. SAKA AWELEWA OOR1S. « l former 
documents rwnain valid. ZENfTKBANK PLC and general public 
taka note.

I, Formerly GAMBO SALEH, Now wish to be called as , 
ABUBAKAR GAMBO SAM8Q, Ail former documents remain I 
valid COLLEGE OF LEGAL % ISLAMIC STUDIES MISAU, Public I 
take note.

I, Formerly MR FARUK INUSA ABDULGHAFAR Mow wish to 
be called as MR GBADEBO OLALEKAN ABDULGHAFAR
Ail former documents remain valid public should lake note

I, Formerly MISS ROSEMARY NKIRUKA, Now wtsh to be called 
as MRS ROSEARY ROBERT OSUJI. All former documents 
remain valid. General pubfe shooid take note,

I formerly Known as OKORIBE EMUHOWHO JOHN OKPIRORO
now wishes to be known as A8ADA EMUHOWHO JOHN 
OKPIRORO, All former documents remain valid,NYSC RCCG and 
public note please,

I, fonnerly konow as GEORGINA ALOYSIUS ODENIGBO, now 
wish to be known as GEORGINA ONYKSNBUO. All former 
documents remain valid, General public to note,

I, formerly known as IBRAHIM ISMAIL KANO, nown wish to be 
known sa IBRAHIM ISMAIL DOGARA. Ail former documents
remain valid. General public take note.

EXCELLENT COVENANT MINISTRY INTERNATIONAL
The general public Is hereby notified that the abone named Church has 
applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission kx  Registration under Part 
'C  o f the C am paris araS Allied Matters A d, 1990.
The Trustees are:
1. ReverereJ Kenneth Okafor
2. Pastor Jim Balogun
3. P a sto r M rs. B lessing  O tta fw
4. Pastor Mrs. Damans Okqjie
5. Pastor James imahlosen
6. Mr InfeanyscirtWBJ Okafor 
Aims artd Obiectiyes
(a) To prea«* the Gospel in a» parts trfthe World
(b)To establish and maintain Churches and Missions In Nigeria and in 

Tareign sanas
(c) To train, ordain and Sasnce carxhdates (or she work o f the gospel 

Ministry
Any objection to the above registration should be forwarded to the 
Registrar General, Corporate Affairs Com mission, Ptot 420 Tigris 
Crescent Off Aguyi Iransi Street, Maitama, Abuja within 28 days o f the 
publication

SIGNED:
Chief L.D, NZADON, Legal Practitioners 

Messrs L.D. NZAOON & Co , Legal Practitioners 
No 12, Mubi Road, Yola

TO ALMIGHTY ALL BELONG SOCIETY OF NIGERIA
Th*: $emr$8 puttee- m tomb? mfemmi mat ̂  n w w i socie% has
the Cfe?ps3?ate Mskm A h ip  uMm C
w rp ^ e s  m ti mmw% ad  1980'
fh®  ar^-1 M r, H A K E £ M  A T O IA S IA K T V O D E -
2. MR i m m  SODE v SECRETARY
3. ENGINEER FATAt OGUNSOtA- m m m
4. MR ERIC OTCHERE MEMBER5. A L H A J I K O L& tfO U E  A W O I^ S O W C ^  M E M B E R
e ,  m r  m m m  K r i s h n a  - m m m
?. *m lUNi? BAMSSHlGBtK - !̂ EMSÊ
«. CHIEF CmSS AVIE iE lE  « M E ^E R
AIMS A NO O BM C m B A ftg
t.to  vmvtite sisasa) m i i f m ^ o f i  m a m m  fer the aiek. Ism  m&
ixpkmsi,
%?k> p?x?v*0» high m m  fe r th« and
3.1b a'lhMce prsgrMss tm  pt&u&& m& Mwfy tmm &mm. M$®zt m& mpfotos&m 
■md K> b«̂ W m  M  hsnse.
4>0Mf̂ gi hope m the sick in the
5.Put%ng srtiiim arsd hspa en Ihe feces that are hepetes#.
Am  i&jtcskxt ?<? tom z te m  rws^rafeai s^o^d m  fomssrtted tes tim ftatfffiW  
Cofpcrate *& & *  pteK. 420 T ^ te  Oj«*c®nt Q$ Agttfi lrms& M
Maitama, fixup  wrtm  23 days of »e  pLbtieatlm,

HAKEEM AFOLABIAK3YODE 
CHAIRMAN

I formerly FATIMA MU'AZU LADAN now wish to be 
and known as MRS FATIMA HASSAN HASSAN. All former 
documents remain valid. The general public take note.

I, formerly MISS AJAYI ESTHER ODUNAYO wish to be known 
and address as MRS, ADEKANYE ESTHER ODUNAYO. Former 
documents remain valid. General public please take note

I, formerly known and address as MISS EDUKHURE 
OSAYEMWENRE now wish to be known aid address as MRS. 
ANORUE OSAYEMWENRE SOPHIA. AH formal documents 
reman valid. General public please take note.

I. formerly known as MISS YOMOLA ABIOOUN FULANI now 
MRS YOMOLA ABIOOUN JONES. All former documents remain 
valid . PubSc to note

I, formerly known as JATO NGOLKOU, now wish to be known as 
JAMES ANIOKETA All former documents remain valid. The 
general public to take note.

I. formerly known as IBRAHIM JUMMAIHAFSAT. now wishes to 
called MRS IBRAHIM JUMMAI HAFSAT. AH former documents 
remain valid. Public take note.

I. formerly called MISS JAM1LA MUHAMMAD now to be called 
MRS JAM1LA MUHAMMAD MURTALA All former documents 
remain valid. Genera! public please note.

I. formerly MISS ETHEL MANEJU OBETULE now MRS ETHEL 
MANEJU AUDU Former documents valid, Caritas University 
Enugu, NYSC and general public take note.

I. formerly MISS SA'ADATU YAKUBU YUSUF now MRS 
SA'AOATU OMENEKE AMINU Former documents valid. Unfcuja 
and general public take note.

I. formerly EZEH UCHECH1 HELEN now wish to be called NNAJI 
UCHECHI HELEN, AH former documents remain valid. General 
public take note.

1. formerly known as, MISS WOSU CHtKARU GRACE now wish to 
be known as MRS OLORUNTOS1 CHIKARU All former 
documents remain valid. Diocese of Evo Anglican Communion 1 
and general public take note.

I, formally known and called as GANA GRACE wish to be known 
as MRS. OGO-OLUWA OLUWATEMI GRACE. /Ml former 

I documents remain valid, General public to note.

I, formerly known as MISS HAPPY EVBOMA now wish to be 
called MRS HAPPINESS GILBERT EKALABA Former 
documents remain valid NYSC and general public take note.

I, formerly ZAINAB TANKO UMAR now wish to be called MRS 
JENET ISAAC ADMA. Ail former documents remain valid. The 

i general public take note.

I I, formerly knows as MISS BUKOLA C. OYINKOLADE wished to 
be known and addressed as MRS. BUKOLA C. OBATAYO. All 

: former documents remain valid. General public take note.

i I. formerly known as MISS FRANCA NWACHIOMA CHIBUZO 
now wtsh to be known as MRS. FRANCA NWACHIOMA MEZE.
All former documents remain valid. Nigeria Immigration Service 
and general public take note please.

I. formerly MISS MARIAM ELE ATULUKU now wish to be MRS i
MARIAM ELE ABOULLAH! All former documents remain valid 
Afribank and general public take note

I, formerly GERALDINE UNOMA ANISHA now GERALDINE 
UNOMA HARUNA All former documents remain valid. General 
public please note.

I, formerly EJIOFOR NWANNE MARY now AMALIRI NWANNE 
MARY (MRS) All former documents remain valid General public 
take note.
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Lagerback's right to invite 
Kanu, others -Lumumba

By David Ngobua

FORMER NFA presidential aspir­
ant, Hon. Lumumba Dah Adeh 
has said no matter what any­
body feels about the 44-man list 
released by Super Eagles Techni­
cal Adviser, Lars Lagerback, he 
believes the Swede has presented 
a balanced list as he couldn’t have 
come up with anything better 
than what he has presented.

Speaking to Trustsports yester­
day, the former member of House

Let me say

players.
In addition, he observed that 

had the coach gone for players 
who are in the twilight of their 
career in search of experience, 
critics would have still com­
plained that the team lacks those 
who have the required strength to 
do the dirty work.

Lumumba therefore said that 
what Lagerback has done is in 
order because his list is made up 
of youthful players who need the 
experience of mature players like 
Kanu Nwankwo, Chidi Odiah, 
Joseph Yobo and John Utaka.

“I don’t like speaking on tech­
nical matters but let me say that I 
do not see anything wrong with

see anything 

wrong with 

Lagerback's 

list

of Representatives said in as much 
as he is not favourably disposed to 
speaking on technical matters, he 
must not fail to call on Nigerians 
who are vehemently opposed to 
the list to give thecoach a chance.

He said the players on the list 
are among the best the coach can 
identify within this period, just 
as he added that even if the coach 
decided to go for only young 
players, the list would have been 
criticized for lacking experienced

a combination of young and older 
players who will complement one 
another.

“Let me tell you something. 
Had it been the coach settled for 
old players, others would have 
raised eye brows on the ground 
that football is played now by 
youths who have a lot of energy. 
And if he had gone for only youth­
ful players, others would have 
called for experience. In all I say 
there is nothing seriously wrong 
with the list”, he stated.

Lumumba maintained that the 
Technical Adviser knows the cali­
bre of players he wants to take to 
South Africa and those who have 
issues with his list should wait and 
see what he will offer in the end.

“Let’s wait and see what the 
coach wants to do. South Africa 
2010 is around the corner. When 
the Championship begins, we 
would be in a better position to 
either condemn or commend his 
work”, he advised.

N W AN KW O  Kanu w ill have an o th er shot a t th e  W orld  Cup finals, desp ite  d w in d lin g  fo rm .

Utaka: I never doubted my quality
PORTSMOUTH striker John 
Utaka has welcomed his recall 
to the Nigeria squad, while 
saying he has never doubted 
what he can produce on the 
pitch.

Utaka has suffered a slump 
in form as well as some nig­
gling injuries to be frozen 
out at both Pompey and the 
Super Eagles.

But he told MTNFoot- 
ball.com that even when it 
all seemed he had lost his 
way, his self belief remained

intact.
“I have never doubted what I 

can do on the pitch. This is a gift, 
a talent,” said Utaka.

“We changed owners and 
managers at will, and everybody 
came with his own ideas and his 
own players. There was no sta­
bility at the club.

“Also, some people will not 
care to know that I suffered inju­
ries - hamstring, groin.

“It’s also a fact that even if  
you are not playing, it does not 
mean, you’re not a good player.

It does not take away your qual-•, )) lty.
He admitted the arrival of 

former Chelsea boss Avram 
Grant was the key to his new­
found form at Fratton Park.

“His coming was a big boost 
for me. He told me to go out and 
enjoy myself. He gave me more 
confidence,” said Utaka, who 
featured at the 2002 World Cup 
in Korea and Japan.

“He’s a good manager because 
he has worked at some top clubs 
previously and he knows a good

player when he sees one.”
Utaka last played for Nigeria 

in June as a late substitute 
against Tunisia in a 2010 World 
Cup qualifier at the Rades Sta­
dium, near Tunis.

“I’m happy to be back with 
the squad and like always, I will 
give my best for Nigeria,” he told 
MTNFootball.com on Monday.

“I’m also looking forward to 
the World Cup, where I believe 
we will do well.

“I have the confidence and 
determination and so I’m opti­

mistic I will be in South 
Africa.”

However, the former 
Rennes striker has restated 
his preference to lead the 
Eagles attack rather than 
being played as a right winger 
or the second striker.

“I’m a centre-forward, a top 
9 .1 only have to get a good run 
in that position and w ithjhe 
right support and delivery, I 
will be scoring consistently 
for both club and country,” 
he disclosed.
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Bio: Mistrust cause for 
low sponsorship drive

Musa: Amokachi 
tips me for World 
Cup

LEAGUE hotshot Ahmed Musa 
has received a major boost in his 
quest to feature at the World Cup 
after former international Daniel 
Amokachi told him he is confi­
dent he could make the final cut 
for South Africa 2010.

Musa’s goals and displays 
helped Amokachi to his first tro­
phy as coach, and the former 
Nigeria World Cup star took time 
out to advise the Kano Pillars star 
that with hard work and the right 
attitude, he could make it all the 
way to the final 23-man squad to 
the World Cup in June.

“Yes, coach Amokachi called 
me aside and advised me to con­
tinue to work because he is very 
confident I will be finally picked 
for the World Cup,” 15-goal Musa 
told MTNFootbaU.com.

The former JUTH FC of Jos 
star has already taken his first bold 
move to star in South Africa in 
June after he was picked by Nigeria 
coach, Lars Lagerback, among 
half a dozen players from the local - 
league in a 44-man provisional 
squad for the showpiece event

The other players from the ;
Nigeria Premier League picked for 1
the World Cup training squad are :

| goalkeeper Bassev Akpan (Bayelsa g
I United), Tema Suswan (Lobi j
J Stars), Solomon Okpako (Kano ?

Pillars), Bartholomew THenwK,, * ^.wiutuiu; ana uaDnel Reuben v
(Enyimba).

Onuoha puts 
club before 
Eagles

MANCHESTER City defender 
Nedum Onuoha has put his inter­
national career on hold because he 
plans to use the summer to sort out 
his club future, officials have told 
MTNFootbaU.com.

“He has told us he cannot 
consider playing for Nigeria now 
because he wishes to use the sum­
mer to look for a club and not play 
at the World Cup,” spokesman for 
the Nigeria Football Federation 
(NFF), Ademola Olajire, said

The 23-year-old Onouha has 
struggled to establish himself at 
star-studded City, where Ivory 
Coast international Kolo Toure, 
Joleon Lescott, Pablo Zabaleta and 
Belgium star Vincent Kompany are 
ahead of him in the pecking order.

This season, he has made 13 
appearances in all competitions 
and scored twice. He still has a year 
left on his Manchester City contract

It was gathered that Nigeria 
coach, Lars Lagerback, spent sev­
eral hours trying to convince the 
Warri-borh central defender to 
star for the Super Eagles at the 
World Cup in June.

That could well explain why 
the former Sweden coach left him 
out of a 44-man provisional squad 
list for South Africa 2010.

Onouha has featured for the 
England U21s, but following a 
new FIFA ruling, he can change 
allegiance to feature for the birth­
place ofhis parents.

He was first called up by 
Nigeria three years ago.

CORPORATE bodies’ reluctance 
to respond to sponsorship drives 
by Nigeria’s sports federations is 
largely due to their mistrust on how 
the funds would be used 
SPORTS Minister, Alhaji Ibrahim 
Isa Bio, said this in Lagos yester­
day during his maiden visit to the 
National Stadium.

Bio, who is also the Chairman 
of the National Sports Commis­
sion (NSC), said that steps would 
be taken to restore the confidence 
of the sports partners.

He said drastic steps would be 
taken to ensure public funds were 
properly handled by sports officials.

He disclosed that he would 
soon send the recommendation of 
the probe panel, which investigated 
the missing 236,000 dollars from

NIGERIA’S boxers lack the basics 
of the sport as their training has 
been built on a faulty foundation, 
resulting in their poor outing in 
international outings.

The newly appointed Technical 
Adviser of the Nigeria Boxing Fed­
eration (NBF), Idika Nsofor, said 
in Lagos yesterday.

Nsofor said the boxers lacked 
the fundamentals of the sport,

the coffers of the Nigeria Football 
Federation (NFF), to Acting Presi­
dent Goodluck Jonathan.

He said he would carry out 
whatever he was asked to do on the 
matter by the Acting President.

He announced plans to convene 
a summit to address the problems 
militating against sports devel­
opment in the country, adding it 
would look into short, medium 
and long-term planning for sports 
in Nigeria.

He said the proposed sum­
mit would not be a talk shop but a 
gathering of all sports stakehold­
ers, who would design a blueprint 
for the development of sports in the 
country.

He acknowledged that Nigeria 
was blessed with abundant human

which should have been imparted 
to them in their various states 
before their invitations to the 
national level

He said the pugilists had guts 
and packed powerful punches, but 
the absence of the basics was mili­
tating against their development 

“The boxers are supposed to be 
taught these basics by their state 
coaches because boxing is guided

resources in the field of sports but it 
had not been reflected in the coun­
try’s performance in recent years in 
international competitions.

He noted that the country’s age­
ing sportsmen and women were 
not being replaced as fast as they 
should

The minister said more atten­
tion will be focused on medal-win­
ning sports to regain Nigeria’s lost 
glory in sports.

According to him, for Nigeria 
to regain its past glory in sports, 
there is a need to take more seri­
ously, sports that will bring it glory 
in international competitions.

“It is common knowledge that 
sports in Nigeria in the past few 
years have been dwindling, and I 
think we need to strategise to regain

by rules and regulations. It is not 
street brawls.”

“Since I began working with 
them in the past two weeks, I dis­
covered that the rhythm is not 
there. These are shortcomings, 
which I will concentrate on,” said 
Nsofor.

He said the boxers did not 
require to be taught the basic rudi­
ments of the sport when preparing

our glory.
“Its a pity that the last time 

Nigeria had the best show in sports 
was at the 1996 Atlanta Olympics 
where we won gold medal in foot­
ball,” Bio noted

He, however, said that sports 
could still be revived if concentra­
tion was placed on those areas that 
could secure more medals for the 
country.

He added that plans were under 
way to encourage Niger Delta 
youths to be involved in profes­
sional swimming.

The minister stressed the need 
to give priority attention to grass 
roots sports development, particu­
larly through zonal competitions, 
school sports as well as the military 
and police games.

for tournaments if they had been 
imbibed such skills earlier.

He said the recent training tour 
of Ghana was a good exposure for 
the teenage fighters being trained 
for the Youth Olympic qualifiers in 
Baku, Azerbaijan.

He said he planned to organise 
a seminar for state coaches on the 
need to teach their boxers to fight 
with rhythm.

  -

Coach says boxers lack basics
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Rested Ribery ready to 
face road-weary Lyon
BAYERN Munich’s gentle treat­
ment of Franck Ribery will see 
him fit for todays clash against a 
Lyon side which had to take to the 
road for their first appearance in 
a Champions League semi-final. 
Frenchman Ribery was taken off 
midway through the second half 
in their 7-0 thrashing of Hanover 
96 on Saturday to conserve energy 
ahead of the Bavarians’ first 
Champions League semi-final 
since winning the tide in 2001.

“I believe he will be ready to 
play,” Van Gaal told reporters. “I 
protected him a bit because he has 
had some stiff muscles.”

Van Gaal, who has steered the 
Bundesliga leaders to the Ger­
man Cup final and is on track 
for an unprecedented treble for 
a German team, can also count 
on striker Miroslav Klose after 
he overcame a stomach virus that 
kept him out of Saturday’s Bun­
desliga match.

Experienced midfielder Mark 
van Bommel and defender Holger 
Badstuber will not be available for 
the first leg on Wednesday due to 
a suspension.

Lyon, playing their first ever 
Champions League semi, had to 
borrow 10 mini vans from their 
academy to travel to Munich as 
their flight plans were scuppered 
by the cloud of ash spewing out of

an Icelandi icano and drifting 
across Europe.

They were on their way to 
Stuttgart on Monday, spending the 
night there and then driving on to 
Munich on Tuesday morning.

“Coach trips remind me of 
\ ?n I was young in Brazil,” joked 
Brazil defender Cris, the Lyon cap­
tain. “It’s difficult for everybody 
u at we have to accept it,” he told 
reporters.

“Were 
feeling 
good, we’re 
about to 
play our 
first semi­
final. What 
we need to 
do is forget 
about the 
trip to focus on our match. We’ll 
be ready.”

Cameroon midfielder Jean 
Makoun (groin) and defenders 
Jean-Alain Boumsong (calf) and 
Mathieu Bodmer (thigh) are side­
lined with injuries.

While they have no suspended 
players, seven could be miss­
ing for the return leg if they pick 
up a yellow card on Wednesday, 
including Cris and playmaker 
Miralem Pjanic.

Lyon warmed up with a tense 
2-2 draw at champions Girond-

will be ready
to play

ins Bordeaux on Saturday that 
left them in third place in Ligue 
1, nine points behind leaders 
Olympique Marseille, with five 
matches left.

“It will be tough against 
Bayern,” predicted Lyon coach 
Claude Puel.

“The Germans are always 
dangerous in big matches and 
Bayern just knocked out Man­
chester United. They have Arjen 

Robben and 
Franck Ribery 
hitting for them 
again. We know 
what to expect,” 
he said.

Probable 
teams 

Bay­
ern Munich: 

22-Hans-Joerg Butt; 21-Philipp 
Lahm, 6-Martin Demichelis, 
5-Daniel Van Buyten, 23-Danijen 
Pranjic; 31 -Bastian Schweinsteiger, 
7-Franck Ribery, 10-Arjen Robben, 
25-Thomas Mueller; 11-Ivica Olic, 
33-Mario Gomez.

Lyon: 1-Hugo Lloris;
13-Anthony Reveillere, 3-Cris, 
28-Jeremy Toulalan, 20-Aly Cis- 
sokho; 8-Miralem Pjanic or 
10-Ederson, 6-Kim Kallstrom, 
41-Maxime Gonalons; 7-Michel 
Bastos, 19-Cesar Delgado; 9-Lisan- 
dro Lopez.

Bayern eyes final buoyed by big win
BAYERN Munich will have a 
distinct advantage going into 
its Champions League semifi­
nal against Lyon—the German 
team was spared a long journey.

Lyon is taking a two-day trip 
in several minivans to Munich 
because of the air traffic disrup­
tions caused by volcanic ash 
from Iceland.

With Bayern also in devas­
tating form, the club chairman

is trying to keep the players as 
down to earth as possible.

“Its not good to be too 
euphoric,” Karl-Heinz Rum- 
menigge said.

After ousting Manchester 
United in the quarterfinals, Bay­
ern is in the last four for the first 
time since it won the title in 2001.

While Lyon had to settle for 
a 2-2 draw with Bordeaux in the 
domestic league, Bayern romped

to a 7-0 rout of Hannover at home.
“This 7-0 result has no mean­

ing for Wednesday’s match,” 
defender Philipp Lahm said 

Midfielder Bastian Schwein­
steiger warned his teammates about 
being complacent.

“Lyon eliminated Real Madrid 
and Bordeaux, against whom we 
lost twice in the group stage,” Sch­
weinsteiger said

Bayern is on course for a treble.

It is two points ahead of Schalke in 
the Bundesliga and it is also in the 
German Cup final.

But the buildup to today’s match 
against Lyon has not been totally 
without distractions.

Coach Louis van Gaal went 
home to attend the funeral of his 
mother-in-law and missed some 
practice sessions.

Star playmaker Franck Rib­
ery practiced on his own Monday

because of slight hamstring prob­
lems, although he is expected to be 
able to play.

Van Gaal will be without his 
captain Mark van Bommel, who is 
suspended

“It’s a loss,” the coach said 
Van Gaal is hoping that his team 

will not concede a goal at home.
“A 0-0 or 1 -0 is better tharr2-1. 

It sounds funny, but that’s how it is,” 
Van Gaal said
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Felix Adedapo Adenaike: 
A musketeer at 70

The venerable Chief Obaifemi Awolowo it was 
who once tagged them the “Three Musket­
eers” of Nigerian journalism on account of 
their journalistic derring-do and the fact 
that, like the original Musketeers, they were 
inseparable. They were Messrs Segun Osoba, 
Felix Adenaike and Peter Ajayi. Tomorrow Adenaike will 

be 70.
The three straddled Nigerian journalism in the seven­

ties in a way few reporters, editors and media managers 
have. Late Alhaji Babatunde Jose, Nigeria’s most accom­
plished journalist, regarded Osoba as his mirror image. In 
the wake of the July 1975 bloodless coup against General 
Yakubu Gowon, Jose had cause to catapult Osoba, who had 
no university degree, to the editorship of Daily Times, then 
the flagship of Nigerian journalism. The graduate editors in 
the stable, some of them Osoba’s senior, didn’t like it. They 
successfully enlisted the new 
regime of General Murtala 
Mohammed to move against 
Jose by portraying him as a 
potential threat to the regime 
because of the enormous edi­
torial power that he undoubt­
edly packed.

Consequently Jose was 
forced to retire which in 
turn led to a premature end 
to Osoba’s editorship of the 
Daily Times; Osoba was editor 
for barely four months by the 
time Jose left. It was, however, 
a pyrrhic victory for Jose’s tra- 
ducers; while he was allowed 
to gracefully retire, they were 
all sacked after the authorities 
discovered they had more or 
less lied against the great jour­
nalism icon.

Osoba quickly moved on to become the general manager 
of Herald, published by Kwara State. With Peter Ajayi as the 
editor, the two soon established the newspaper as one of the 
best in the country. However, their muckraking style eventu­
ally proved too much for its owners and the two left for Sketch 
owned by the Western Region and later joindy by its successor 
states of Oyo, Ondo and Ogun. First Osoba and then Ajayi 
served as its managing director, both with distinction.

Before them, however, was Felix Adenaike. His journey 
to the top of Sketch started in 1966 when he left his job as 
head teacher and joined the Western Region’s Ministry of 
Information as Information Assistant. Five years later he left 
for the Daily Times as a features and editorial writer. He was 
to more than prove his mettle as an opinion writer.

There can be no better evidence of this than his endorse­
ment for the job of the editor of West Africa magazine, the 
most authoritative regional newsmagazine to come out of 
English speaking Africa, by its longest serving editor, the late 
David Williams, and by no less than the great Jose himself. 
That Adenaike did not eventually become the editor -  Wil­
liams was succeeded by Kenneth McKenzie who lasted only 
two years - was absolutely fortuitous.

The magazine was founded in London 1917. The London 
M irror group which was the major owner of Daily Times later 
bought it. Williams became its editor in 1949 and edited it 
for 29 years. In between he raised the circulation from a 
negligible 700 to over 30,000.

By the time he retired in 1978 at the age of 65, there was 
hardly any post-colonial West African leader he was not on 
a first name basis with. By then, the magazine had become 
THE authority on West African affairs. Such was its influ­
ence that both apartheid South Africa and the then isolated 
Israel secretly bought into it, apparently to gain some influ-

Adenaike celebrates his 
70th birthday tomorrow 
it would be without one 
of the Three Musketeers 
of Nigeria's journalism, 
Peter Ajayi who died in 
September last year
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ence in the region.
The radical Murtala/Obasanjo regime regarded this as 

unacceptable and General Olusegun Obasanjo, who had 
taken over following the February 1976 murder of General 
Mohammed in an attempted military coup, forced the two 
pariah states to sell their shares to Daily Times, then already 
part owners of the magazine.

Two years or so before Williams was to retire he met 
with Jose in Lagos and asked for someone he could groom 
as successor.

“I wanted Felix Adenaike,” Williams told me in an inter­
view for the defunct Citizen which I managed (Citizen, 
November 4,1991). “I went to (Alhaji Babatunde Jose, then 
chairman of Daily Times) and said ‘look Babs, I should be 
retiring in two or three year’s time. Have you got a bright 
chap I could work into the job?’ So Babs picked Felix who 
had never even been abroad at that time but proved to be

excellent. He proved to be

It is sad that as oh so good in the thing 
that mattered most if you 
are to be an editor. Every­
body would see him and 
talk to him, you see, and 
he was so good with his 
English. In fact he was so 
much better dressed than 
my British staff.

“Then the Daily Times 
decided suddenly that 
they wanted him as (their) 
correspondent in London.

“There were others, 
of course. There was Nii 
K Bentsi Enchel from 
Ghana, who was very 
very clever indeed, but it 
was im p o s s ib le  to  m a k e  
him an editor because he 

quarrelled too much. He came from a French university and 
he was so valuable to me as a French speaker and he wrote 
well... But I knew his problems. It was out of question to make 
him an editor because there would be no staff left within a 
month -  he couldn’t stop quarrelling.”

And so it was that Adenaike never became the editor 
of the then authoritative West Africa. Instead he remained 
in London as the European Correspondent of Daily Times 
for a year.

It was from there that he became the chief executive of 
Sketch in 1976 and stayed on till 1978. That year he went 
back to his journalistic Alma Matter as its District Manager 
for Oyo, Ondo, Ogun and Kwara States.

His last stop in a journalism career that must have been 
highly self-fulfilling was as Editor in Chief of the Nigerian 
Tribune. During his time the newspaper wrote some of the 
most well-informed and literate opinions in Nigerian Jour­
nalism that made it a must read for common folks and policy 
makers alike.

I do not now remember the year or the matter that led 
to a dispute between himself and the newspaper’s publisher, 
Oluwole Awolowo, Awo’s eldest surviving son. But it was as 
much a mark of Adenaike’s professional standing before Awo 
as it was a mark of the great leader’s regard for merit that he 
took sides with the editor in chief rather than with his son, 
much, I was told, to the chagrin of Oluwole’s mother and the 
man’s “jewel of inestimable value.”

It is sad that as Adenaike celebrates his 70th birthday 
tomorrow it would be without one of the Three Musketeers 
of Nigeria’s journalism, Peter Ajayi who died in September 
last year.

Still we cannot but wish him - and Osoba, the other Mus­
keteer still alive -  many more years of service to journalism 
and to the country as a whole.

4 * —  r m  A  *
MAICON and Inter Milan ran roughshod over Barca 
in the first leg of their Champions League bout. Is the 
defending champ doomed?

Advantage Inter Milan

Tireless Inter 
Milan produced 
a rip-roaring 
home perform­

ance to overpower Bar­
celona 3-1 and leave the 
holders in real trouble 
after an awe-inspiring 
Champions League semi­
final, first leg yesterday.

First blood went to 
Barca,’forced to make a
14-hour bus journey to get 
to Milan, when Pedro slot­
ted in Maxwell’s pull-back 
after 19 minutes but Inter

were soon level thanks 
to the unmarked Wesley 
Sneijder.

Inter right back Mai- 
con, later stretchered off, 
then put the hosts ahead 
after a quick breakaway 
early in the second period 
and Diego Milito headed 
in the third to send Inter 
fans into ecstasy after 61 
minutes. Barca pushed 
hard for a way back late 
on but have it all to do in 
the second leg at the Nou 
Camp next Wednesday.

A

Ronaldinhoconsiders 
Man. City move

Ronaldinho is considering a Premier 
League switch to Manchester City, as 
Milan hesistate over a new deal, reports La 
Gazzetta dello Sport.

Despite a forced 25 per cent pay cut as part of 
Milan's extension offer, Ronaldinho reportedly 
agreed to stay on regardless of questions over Leon­
ardo's future.

However, Milan have faltered over securing his 
services and he is becoming frustrated with the 
delays. As a result, the Brazilian is now reconsidering 
reported interest from Manchester City, who would 
guarantee him the wages he is currently earning at 
Milan.
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