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X case in point is the invusrcn of Tripoli 
v die US "his -b.euld have received 
un.t.nmous condemnation from the 
A,r’-- but t did not

- ■ > sb h ’
!Tt-:;r> objective is >o r’rc’-cn

pupils. Inose who 
iked exam papers to

Freetown- j 1 
Sierra Lecne.

Diplomatic wickedness

’•errw<

•m lari

r ■•■.i.-.- .anntH I 
um.-c Jtandma

i- U'v.jtdH

leaders should make it their 
-----task, therefore, to make every 

dual feel they have a place in society 
• •: denvrng them their basic rights

Sunny Chim Nwachukwu, 
Port Harcourt. Nigeria.

Not a blunder at all
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Sandy Kabaguay, 
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Divided we lull
Sir.

Now that the year 1980 is coming to an 
end. I think most of u> have a question to 
■)sk. What has Africa achieved this year? In 
!r,v opinion, it has been more lo>s than

Abdul Hassan Fackic’s One man's blun­
der (African Concord. II September) is a 
'•ery good example of writing without cross 
checking voui tacts.

For schools to be on holiday while the 
GCE examinations are being taken was not 
a decision taken by Education Minister

i Tnahina alone. Both school heads and 
teachers agreed that this was the one way 
warns could be better supervised to avoid 
leakage of exam papers NJom.ihina mere­
ly rubber stamped the idea.

And it educational standarcs ,.:c tailing.
has nothing to do with Ndomahina but 

h.ck of diligence by f..... 1
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Repressive actions

Military politics

Democracy

5

<_J rvi

West Africa/Atlantic Ocean

... a State cannot be governed 
successfully by “gun-power” 
alone.

ivcrned suc- 
>ne. So once 

*ne back to their 
:e is treated with

Once again, 
coup success.

The coup makers’ treason
Eben Davies, writing from Freetown, argues that coups

When you talk about democracy in West 
Africa today, it depends on what you mean 
because the military assures us that they 
want democracy and that is what they have 
seized power to maintain — of course we 
all know so well their own brand of 
democracy.

Military governments in most cases are 
out of their depths. They do not have the 
answer to West Africa's many problems. 
Their argument that they shot their wav 
into the leadership role to put things right 
now brings a knowing smile for we know 
that as a group their only qualification is 
"being armed." Their acts are treasonable. 
For one can argue that because West 
Africa is plagued with political, social and 
economic ills, if 'here is a group with any 
pretence of legitimacy “to se.ze power" lo 
right things, that group should be the 
Xomists and political sc.ent.sts - clear- 
|y not milita™ men.

from corruption, nepotism, economic and 
political management, and all the ilk that 
had put the previous regime in disgrace.

The result is an un holy mix of ••con­
trolled political power” and 'gun-power”. 
Political power is bargained for. and in­
stead of doing all the things they promised 
when they took power, a search is franti­
cally made for scape-goats by the military 
to explain why the country is not yet ready 
to be returned to civilian rule or why 
civilian rule should not even at this junc­
ture be whispered about.

So once a coup is successful, its leaders 
lust rule behind the gun. Coups are high- 
isk undertakings. To retain power, with­
ut exception, one of the first things coup 
jaders do is to suspend the constitution, 
an political parties, and detain politicians 
nd leading government officials seen to be 
ao closely connected with the ousted 
overnment. Theirs is the mistaken idea 
hat all the country’s ills have been caused 
>y these people.

Within a short space of time, one begins 
o see the emergence of military politics, 
ligh ranking officers are switched about. 
,ome are tired, and all of a sudden tribal 
iffiliations become a thing of consequence, 
-rom being the nation’s protector from 
ixternal aggression, the military’s role 
ihifts to that of defending or protecting 
itself. Regularly in military politics one 
hears about counter-coup plotters, their 
discovery, their trial and execution, all 
within a matter of weeks.

However, this is not to say that some of 
AFRICAN CONCORD 16 OCTOBER 19ao

ments have been crushed and we can all go 
forward in unity to build a better or a new 
nation.” Meaning; “Those who have 
opposed us have been killed or imprisoned 
or are missing and to hell with what you 
think (for we know you cannot say it We 
as a government can now govern as we 
please).”

The carrot of “civilian rule" ultimately is 
usually the next step. This is where hand- 
picked people — usually intellectuals, are 
given specific jobs with political overtones. 
Factions such as students, lecturers, trade 
unions, the bar associations and the press, 
arc all admonished to join in and create a 
new state or usher in a "new order” free

tamount to treason.
Touring the past two decades, starting 
irwith Ghana in 1966, military coups 
and counter-coups have become endemic 
in West Africa. It calls for sober reflection 
when one observes that in the 17 states 
from Mauritania to Equatorial Guinea, 
only four states — Cameroon. Ivory Coast. 
Senegal and the Gambia have escaped 
military take-overs.

Now this raises the 
presence of the military 
politics now a thing of p> 
does it mean that democratic government 
now has no place in West Africa? But 
before attempting to answer this question, 
one needs to know how the military got a 
foothold in the governing-business in the 
first place.

There arc two answers to this. The first 
s that often the military think they can 
nake a better job of governing particularly 
indcr a dictatorship or a repressive re­
gime. which is how they viewed Nkrumah’s 
Ghana in 1966. Second, the military have 
)ften intervened to topple corrupt regimes.

These reasons presuppose the fact that 
he military feel they can cure all a 
;ountry’s political, social and economic 
iroblems. And here lies their greatest risk 
>f failure. They simply cannot achieve this, 
'he civilians they have replaced know this, 
actions within the armed forces know it, 
nd I dare say, even the coup leaders 
hemselves know it.

as in the early stages of the 
____ the country becomes unst­

able. By then, other factions (civilian and 
military) have re-grouped. They take up 
arms and become bolder. The incumbent 
military junta feels trapped and resorts to 
repressive actions. Suspects are summarily 
tried and executed for wanting to over­
throw the government — a thing the 
incumbents had done themselves.

As I see it, there is no end to the military 
dabbling in politics in West Africa. The 
leaders have lost their chances by using the 
very army to remain in power. A chain­
reaction has been set in motion that cannot 
be stopped. The military, now like a mad 
dog. has turned on them. But in the case of 
a mad dog. it can be killed — the military 
cannot. For good or evil, the idea of the 
military in African politics has come to stay 
and generally, democracy seems to have 
taken flight. You cannot talk to a bullet 
The gun has become mightier than the 
constitution — otherwise how can one 
explain the summary suspension of con­
stitutions as soon as the military take over?

the coup-scarcs are not without founda­
tion. The military thinking usually runs like 
this: “If Fit Lieutenant X can do it. why 
not Captain Y!” Indeed, coups and their 
organisation are a field of activity which 
involves extreme alternatives — absolute 
power in success and the firing squad in 
failure. There is no in-between and these 
men cannot appreciate the fact that there is 
no intrinsic reason why this should be so in 
trying to run the affairs of state. After all it 
is a job someone has to do.

Alas, a state cannot be goi 
cessfully by “gun-power” alon 
the soldiers have gone bad 
barracks, the populace is ;r. 
announcements such as: "Subversive cle-

question: Is the 
in West African 

permanence? And 
-•mocratic govt 

place in West Afrit

know how the military got
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1 and Randall Robinson of the Trans-Africa lobby group, based in j 

| generating a new awareness of the evils of apartheid by its j 
, members’ ceaseless demonstrations in front of the South .African 

Embassy in Washington and the country’s consulates around the US. , 
The efforts of the Free South Africa Movement have also 

resulted in the disinvestment by many companies, state and local 
•overninents from South African-related businesses. On the 
Capitol Hill, the scat of the House of Representatives and the 
Senate, there occurred a spillover of the activities of the 
Movement. when members of the Congressional Black Caucus 
began to push for strong sanctions against South Africa.

When the black Congressmen, with the support of Democrats 
and liberal Republicans, introduced the present Sanctions Bill in 
Mav. it was considered a joke by certain observers who 
eonjcctured that it would not see the light of day. particularly in 
the Republican-dominated Senate. The adoption of the Bill "last 
week Monday by the House, concurred to by an overwhelming 
majority of the Senate on Thursday, is also an indication of the 
growing influence of black politicians in the .American political 
process.

Such rewards of jxvlitical organisation as has been demonstrated 
in the activities leading up to the passing of this Bi1.!, as well as the 
growing sophistication of black politicians like Jesse Jacksen. will 
cnsuie that in the years ahead more ground will be gained no: only 
Cot change of America’s ••constructive engagement” pohev but 
possibly in reversing the general American attitude to Africa.

RcpoHs in the British press since the Sanctions Bill show that 
Mr Thatcher's tloxcrnmcnt. in spite of denial from. No 10 
powniug Stieet. is now beginning to feel what one writer referred 
to as "Biitain's splendid isolation” on apartheid. Defiant of ml the 
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COMMENTARY

hand. 
Eyadema had prepared the ground well. In August he   - , «------

announced that his country had become a target of international Tup "idpals of the ailti-COlOIlial movement, 
terrorism. He was not too specific on facts but let it be known that OlinClUW ■
it was likely that there was s----  .....nwv
Togolese dissidents were arrested for their part in this murky plot. 
The object of the exercise was to key in on the much publicised 
international anti-terrorism campaign that is so much in fashion in 
the West. The bogey of Libya is always useful to justify the most 
far roarhjng measures.

■"a’s signal did not go unnoticed in Paris. The French 
than happy to oblige and promptly dispatched troops 

Togo from the unknown, but dangerous external 
T_ passing it should be noted that President Mitterand 

linister Chirac hotly vied with each other as to who

France, ‘the silent gendarme of Africa
France S military assistance to Togo is just one deployment abroad stands ready to supplement French forces in 
example of the former colonial power’s gunboat Afnca- French officers also train and often supervise the national I
diplomacy, writes Kofi Buenor Hadior armies of Francophone Africa. Paris has adopted a deliberate
rmhe •>. . e u . ! . policy of curbing the effectiveness of her client states' armies
Tassist the dX e it FrCnCh, °OpS had bccn ,nv,tcd to With the exception of Senegal, the armies of Francophone Afnca
srthe in , °a E° W“ "'"’‘’s'a rou,,ne ma,,er' As far suitable only for policing functions.
soldiers on rl, !?, .mCr r‘ W“f conccrncd ,hc Prescnce of French It is noI 0|d sentimental ties that keep France in Africa. France I 
d? cussion Pr« r Lom *as "°‘a maItcf worthy of serious has perfected a new insidious form of colonial domination Togo ' 
nothinp cnnld h< ” nass,n8be Eyadema of Togo acted as if represents an excellent illustration of a formally independent but
oroblems rioht nat“ra* than t0 ask Paris ,t0 Put his totally subservient African neo-colony. In principle Togo ought to ,
threqt tn hif niip°f U?e EyadJma could not admit that the be a prosperous nation. It exports phosphate, cocoa, coffee and 
rehrinn? came from within Togo. An elaborate public cotton. Located off the Gulf of Guinea it is in an ideal place to

C W3S ,launchcd’ Pointing the finger at an ill- become one of the main economic centres of West Africa.
ohliainolv nnT',nSJ',rkdcanetr' In Togo and Francc thc media Lome handles substantial trade for the land-locked countries of I 
to a! French mtcrvention as a proper response Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger. Yet Togo faces a sombre future. In :
l ?n ®*tcrnal thrcat (? tbe mtegnty of a sovereign stme. 1982 Togo was reclassified as a ‘least developed country- 
K wiri^nrJ!HVMy?nC 10 Tu kn0WS’thc °PPosit*on to Eyadema indicating the downward slide of the country’s economy. This ' 
nrrddi.nP™ th’ Jaces rebels mtent on ridding the country of his reclassification was not the result of a natural disaster but the i 
fhat M i^LhH.U8h rcs,stanSe and force‘ Eyadcma understands outcome of stupendous rip-off of her economy. From 1975 to 198(1 I

°n
The Eyadema regime represents a negation

—— V., uul 1VI 11 W Mivnil llldl —------ ----- ------- ..

some Libyan involvement. Nine The chains of colonialism have been 
replaced by a new form of enslavement. 
The exercise of French power over Fran-

far reaching measures cophone Africa is more insidious than the
Eyadema’s signal did not go unnoticed in Paris. The French Old Colonial Order. 

to 'savc^Togo" fromy the° urtno wlP'bu^'danrero Ched l,r°°Pi To8° has lit,le contro1 ovcr her conomy- Through the Banque 
aggressor. l/pass.ng it shouFJIfcnotod tt PesTden m“ d“ EaK TT
and Pnmc Minister Chirac hotly vied with each “he as to who issues To£°’s currency: ^ance controls the financial levers of 
should take the credit for this splendid act of ii™JLw t To8°’s economy. French banks do a roaring business in Togo and 
diplomacy. P d °f '"'""ational ,hes parjs club of official creditors has no inhibitions about

insisting on having a say in government policy. A nation which has 
The snvprpiffnlv nf tho Pead™----------■------- -- sold ils economy to foreign banks can have little power over its
1 ne sovereignly 01 tne tyadema regime IS destiny. In every respect the Eyadema regime expresses all the 
more akin to an official administering local features of a puppet government. It is not popular support but the 
government than the E c backing of Paris that provides the mainstay of the Eyadema
government man tne government of an presidency. The ultimate guarantors of the regime arc the French 
independent state. military.
--------------------------------------------- ------------------------------- The Eyadema regime represents a negation of the ideals of the

The farce that is unfolding in Lomd should remind Africans that anti-colonial movement. The chains of colonialism have been 
colonial oppression is not restricted to the southern part of the replaced by a new form of enslavement. The exercise of French 
continent. In true banana republic fashion, it is the French power over Francophone Africa is more insidious than the old 
businessmen and soldiers who run Togo. The sovereignty of the colonial order. It creeps behind the scenes and operates through a 
Eyadema regime is more akin to an official administering local network of puppet regimes, whose loyalty is only to themselves 
government than the government of an independent state. and their European masters.

France has never left Africa. In fact there arc currently more It is now commonplace to pretend that thc French empire in 
French expatriates in Francophone Africa than during the last Africa no longer exists. French troops landing in Lome are seen as 
years of the colonial era. African independence from Paris was natural as the day giving way to the night, a silent invasion not 
always conditional on its former colonies accepting French worthy of comment or protest. These are the circumstances that 
interests on matters to do with foreign and economic affairs. A allow France confidently to claim that she is defending Togo from 
series of military alliances between Francophone Africa and Paris foreign enemies.
provide the pretext for French gunboat diplomacy. And the Paris The events in Togo should not go unnoticed. Resignation to the 
dominated franc-zone has served as a framework for the existing state of affairs means the abandonment of the objective of 
subordination of thc economies of the ex-colonies to the dictates Africa and Africans. What future has Africa as long as foreign 
of French interests. troops remain the policemen of a significant part of the continent?

As recent events in Togo show, France is the silent gendarme of Embarrassment at this silent invasion, a reluctance to confront its 
Africa. A network of military bases in Djibouti, Dakar, implications is a reaction worthy only of cowards. We must face 
N’Djamena, Port Bouet, Libreville and Bangui provides the this dreadful reality and prepare now for its transformation. Only 
infrastructure for the 6,200 French troops stationed in Africa. In when the last foreign troops have left the continent can Africa 
addition the airmobile Force d'Action Rapidc designed for rapid truly set out on the road to freedom.
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Go won: Money was no problem 
as tariffs on imports, quantitative 
restrictions and exchange control in 
trade and capital investments.

Adjustment or currency realignment 
measure which is the real option for en­
suring long lasting solution of payment 
imbalance was not adopted. For all the 
year, Nigeria adopted a system of 
allocating foreign exchange ad­
ministratively through the much 
taunted, maligned and stringent import 
license apparatus and avoided exchange

dustri.il
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SFEM

Odozi
i 1 sure that authorised dealers do not delay
I ’ the delivery of foreign exchange. The 

guidelines state that, “if an authorised 
i dealer fails to make deli-very of foreign

A wolowo: Managed Nigeria ’r finances after 
the civil war.

the four fold increase in oil pric 
was to reduce the impact of the 
increase on their economics, 
monetary authorities in euphori 
oil-induced boom in external reserves 
allowed the naira to appreciate against 
the currencies of Nigeria’s major trading 
partners.

Earlier, the monetary authorities had 
failed to adjust the external value of the 
Nigerian Pound in 1971 when the goal 
convertibility of the dollar was suspend­

ices. This 
: oil price 

But the 
ia of the

ed and the dollar, pound and other 
currencies were devalued. This was in- 
spite of the fact that the movements ot 
the Nigerian Pound exchange was pegg-

||||||

exchange 
from the 
rency, a penalty 
naira amount per 
customer until ... 
However, any i 
fails to deliver within seven days 

of the agreed date may have 
his dealership permit suspended or 
withdrawn. Also “in the event that 
customer is unable to make the naira 
payment within two working days, the 
transaction will be reserved and the 
customer will assume all exchange losses 
and in addition, a charge of 0.25 per 
cent of contract amount in naira.”

The procedure of buying foreign ex­
change in SFEM and the delivery of 
fund for an individual as discussed 
above is similar to that of a corporate 
body. However, companies and in­
dividuals are not allowed to buy or sell in 
SFEM, if they are placed under foreign 
exchange embargo by the Federal 
government.

within three working 
date of payment in local

“'*y of 2 per cent of
per day will be pair

il the delivery takes 
any authorised dealer that 
deliver within

agreed date

the going exchange rate in SFEM.
The guidelines on SFEM tries to en-

Shagari: Depleted the foreign reserve 
ed to that of the dollar.

By maintaining the high value of the 
Nigerian currency, the government not 
only encouraged importation of all types 
of goods bui subsidised such importa­
tion. The goods and services imported 
mainly served the elite class rather than 
the masses. The mass of the people paid 
for the imporied goods at inflated 
prices while the industrialists, mer- 

■ chants and their bankers benefitted from 
the subsidies.

West Germany, Britain and all members 
of the Organisation of Economic Co­
operation and Development (OECD) 
floated their currencies in response to

The cost of the over valuation to the 
economy has been to discourage ex- 
noris, encourage imports and deplete the 
reserves. For instance, the country's im 
ports grew from N3.72 billion in 1975 to 
N12.01 billion in 1981.

From 1981, as the international de­
mand for oil dropped and prices of od

N11.02 billion in 1981, N8.72 billion in 
1982 and N7.64 billion in 1983. Because 
of the very high value of the naira, the 
drop m export revenue could not induce 
cutback in the level of import to match 
« ffln N1O/77 
1982 and N8.90 billion in 1983. Thus the

billion in December 1981 and NI.O98 
billion in December 1985. External bor- 
r°ExtcrnSrdebts piled up from N2 17 
biluv-n in 1980 to N13.86 billion with an 
b“rd"nPaThen 1 ?86ebudget puts X dd-i 
service obligation at N4 4 billion or 
about 42.0'Vo of projected foreign ex­
change earnings. The debt trend 
shown in Table 1. In addition the 
Federal and state governments are owing 
N27 67 billion as domestic debt as at 
31st December. 1985.

The over-arching implicatiot of the 
aforesaid is that it is mi more 
economically wise to cling tenaciouslv 
to over-valued Naira and the import 
licensing system. There was thus the 
need for a realistic exchange rate to 
check the free wheeling abuses and. 
scrambling for import licences. The 
establishment of the Second-tier Foreign 
Exchange Market is one way to enable 
the naira find its value, although it may 
turn out to be the most painful compo- 
nent of the Structure Adjustment pro- 
SrThe'pertinence for a restructuring and 
diversification of the production pat. 
terns of the Nigerian economy is an ir­
resistible goal identified by both the 
policy makers and the public alike.

This pursuit is with a view to minimiz­
ing the country's import dependence and 
reliance on the oil sector as the sole 
source of foreign exchange earnings. 
The situation has become particularly 
expedient in the light ol the prevalent 
economic predicament ot Nigeria 
development in her international 

■eCm an efforT‘lon|aunch Nigeria on the 
path of economic growth and develop, 
ment, the present administration has 
evolved a Structural Adjustment Pro- 
&mg«di^^er^t?‘ 

»uShf98P6r°goTn7l9rS - 
’The main elements of SAP include the 
establishment of the Second-tier Foreign 
Exchange Market (SFEM) in order to 
achieve a realistic exchange rate for the |
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the tmpaci <

seen by 
the In­

ly hosted a 
tedium sacle

lingered species
_ •- gon>.-back and forth on the effect of the 

cits.-i'jale industries. Nimi Wariboko was present 
-- .jion where optimists won.

dui.i.,
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in SFEM era has been 
uncertain, and recently

special business weekly h 
of SFEM on small and me—

irdiog io Mr Nath Creimo, an official of lhe Investors' 
fe'iutiar was organised to stimulate creative minds 

-u i./. . ; of survival of small to medium-sized com-
tr. the iFEM era.

- ViuDoiarin. the assistant general manacer of Con- 
Merchant Bank echoed what appeared to be in the 
’nan; participants: The SFEM will not necessarily kill 

•ma. ---ait firms. Other discussants include Alhaji R.B. 
-.-ear- managing director, ARB Nominees Limited and Mr 
-irnr- Atrnaga, the Editor Publisher of Investors’ Digest.

.-.’nsensus among the speakers was that SFEM by en-
. . Jiaging efficient allocation of resources in the economy and
- r nine the real value of the Naira in the international 

marke efficient management of resources by com 
will ue a survival strategy — not dependent on govern- 
- small s-alt industries can find a niche for

r :.-e.\e. and efficiently manage their resources, they would 
-jreiy survive.

Muboiarin drew laughter when he included himself in the 
o* common-men whom he >aid do not care about who or 

survived SFEM. He is only interested in the benefits con- 
•jmer wjl; derive from SFEM-induced efficiency, lower 
■>r..es, better quality products and services.

However, financial expens and observers of the money and 
capital market in Nigeria maintain that gloom hangs over the 
e-.1^tenet of the small scale and medium-sized companies.

| F or instance. Alhaji Umaru Mutallab, managing director of
. United Bank for Africa, addressing the 2nd National 

Delegates Conference of UBA Senior Staff Association, at 
; Ibadan, said: The survival of small and medium-sized com- 
: panics may be threatened. Financing problems may wipe out 
j many of this category of firms.
( In his contribution, Mr. Milton-Job of the National Hank of 

Nigeria noted that the demise of a large number of small and
i medium scale business will increase unemployment. The com-
• mencement ?f SFEM has brought in its wake certain problems 
, w hich if unsurmounted by small scale companies, their swan 

song will be in the air.
The competition arising among businesses for increased 

capacity utilization of their plants and machinery is putting 
•.•ain on the liquidity position of small scale firms as naira 

equivalent of foreign currencies increase . This means that i 
I small-scale industries that are financially weak will be wiped t 

12

out soon as they cannot ixrgx r
foreign exchange it bring it ~ rrr_:_

The chance of these maH-ir-e: get—: -_:-a. jr rrci rank- 
to finance their foreign, exenange reztfrerirr. r vr~ tjnt He 
recent recall of N3.3 billion from in-. cr^rmerxa. anc mer­
chant banks by the Central Bam. zr.z me id
SFEM indicate that bank.- v.il. zrar.::m. o: redr
facilities to their customer? mciuzm; me muii?-scaie com­
panies.

The granting of loans by nan., ::a r-.-ome competitive a? 
purchase of currency a: Srr . nece sna the demand ftr 
more credit facilities. W hat count.- . rCiUi:onsnir with banks 
and size of the firm in securing oai he pre biem is ho» 
small scale firms can cel the righ: relationship giv-r. their smafil 
size and limited connection m the svsterr.

The possibility of raising fund a: inc Sccon- Tier Securities
Market is also slim. The listing pnyedurc. the illiqa 
banks and the character of Nigeria's productive system pose 
obstacles.

Another problem in the SFEM :* the fiuc:u.rioa in the rates 
of exchange and its unsalutory impact of *mai: *cale firms. 
This category of firms do not have :he expertise and fund to 
saveguard themselves against exchange -a:e fluctuations.

However, participants at the *cmi.nar enumerated six impor­
tant factors which will ensure the su: v ivai and growth of small1 
scale business, particularly .n this initial period of the struc­
tural adjustment programme.

First, it was suggested that small scale firm* should employ 
the services of financial exports to educate :hem on exchange 
rates and how to take advantage of changes. Second, they 
should purchase in advance so as to reduce losses which follow 1 
lluctuaiions in lotcign exchange.

Another factor is efficient management of internal 
resources. If small scale industri-" exploit the adv antaces of 
economics of scale and prevent waste, these would lead to 
cost reduction and profit maximization They should aNopool 
their resources together in a kind of industry co operatives or 
investment trust into which all members will pas* the naira 
value of their import requirement*. Thi* give* additional 
financial clout. The advantage is that *uch a poo! of big 
enough could employ a professional portfolio overseer who, 
if not able to deal directly, will at least bring to bea, his pro-

I fessional expertise to the overall benefit of the members
Mergers and acquisition is another factor for the survival of 

small scale companies in the era of SFEM. This is to increase 
resource base and financial bouy ancy.

Finally, it was recommended that the Federal Government 
use its increased earnings from SFEM as venture capital to 
support small scale industries.
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Thank yuu.

Yours Sincerely,

L

Jer Jubilee Anniversary of your bank, we pay 
men and women on this auspicious occasion.

Tribute to wise men and women
United Bank for Africa Limited 
97 — JOS, Broad Street, 
P.O. Box 2406, Ijagos.

L6
Alhaii U.A. Mutallab C.O.N.: F.l.B. 

Managing Director & Chief Executive

’S1'"080
lhOcroB^'986

COtACOBO'60

5years of wiseWith

Dear Wise Customers,

As we begin to celebrate the SHvc~ r I JL. 
special tribute to all of you wise men and

Just how would we have marked 25 years of Wise Banking without all the 
support and patronage of all of you wise men and women.

Here’s raising a toast to your continued well-being and prosperity onda 
pledge to remain where you’ve always wanted us, a leader in innovative 
banking and customer satisfaction.

»®
125 YEARS OF WISE BANKING |
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Ogunsheye: Is SFEM the last option ? 
difficulties in communication and 
blems with reference to literacy.” 
him, the CBN is still learning, and it ..._z 
become unavoidable in the near future 
to adopt this system taking a cue from 
the Zambian experience.

The need for a realistic exchange rate 
is particularly important if its dual role is 
appreciated. A high one for instance will 
not favour the local manufacturer but

L
Falae: The market will he free

I 3

nriate pricing 
ting system in 
solved as ma- 
rr a mix of the

Dutch option and the marginal 
system by which bidders are debitc 
the bid rates they quote while bcii 
made to sell at the marginal 7 
dealers’ willingness notwithstanding 1 
monetary authorities seem to be reli 
tant in taking the steps because of wl 
Odozi called administrative incon' 
nicnccs in monitoring it in a country li 
Nigeria. These, according to him, ; 
elude ‘‘the large expanse of territc

ciitical question as put forward by such 
bankers like Kingsley Ikpe of the ICON 
(Merchant Bankers) and A. Akuazaoku 
of African Continental Bank (ACB) is 
‘‘who had the banks been bidding for?” 

It is true as Ferreira put it that the first 
bidding was essentially for the bank’s ac­
counts as customers were yet to be con­
sulted. The question is however more 
relevant during the second session. 
Tongues have been wagging that the 
willing buyers had been such customers 
who were ready to remit their funds out 
of the country at any price. These in­
clude especially the Indians whose funds 
had been locked in the country for som- 
time. The ensuing capital flight that is 
consequent on this is of concern to all.

The reality of the commitment of this 
class of people to effecting the flight has 
made people such as Dr. Michael 
Omolayole the former Chair- 
man/Managing Director of Lever 
Brothers Nigeria Limited believe that the 
exchange rates during the first two bid­
ding may not be too high afterall. Ac­
cording to him ‘‘Nigeria should max­
imize the Naira value she gets from these 
people who arc bent on effecting capital 
flight at onset when they are bent on go- 

r they might have left 
iturcrs can now settle 
realistic exchange rate 
step on the part of 

*— ’ * jethat

would encourage capital inflow. On the 
other hand a low one will discourage in­
flow but appeal to businessmen. 
Somehow a realistic compromise has to 
be struck. Meanwhile apprehensions still 
rent the air as to the efficacy of SFEM in 
getting the country out of the present 
economic doldrums within the context 
of SAP. What with its attendant infla­
tion and the possibilities of business 
failures? This and other issues still 
bother Nigerians’.

That there will be an upward shift in 
the price level at least in the short run is 
undeniable. This will lead to a sharp fall 
in the consumption level. The result of 
this on the industries would be by way of 
unsold stock as consumption fails to 
meet up with the enhanced capacity 
utilization under SFEM. The classical 
definition of depression would then be 
ushered in, where demand falls short of 
supply. This will in itself be a real pro­
blem that needs urgent attention 
Perhaps the best option for the govern^ 
ment is to effect prudent demand 
management at the onset when it has a 
lot of Naira at its disposal. To raise 
wages or unduly increase the money in 
circulation would fuel inflation the 
more. It would therefore be necessary 
for the government to identify the ad­
vent of real depression when it <omes 
Then the Naira hitherto earned by 
government could be utilised in 
stimulating demand through increases in 
wages and other expenditures.

Professor Ayo Ogunsheye would 
however want the government who will 
be ‘‘awash with Naira” under SFEM to 
“accelerate the payment of its debts to 
the private sector while the advanced im­
port duly scheme should be modified so 
that duty is only paid on presentation ol 
bills of landing as against proforma in­
voices.”
The issue of payment of duty has been 
of special concern to businessmen. Alha- 
ji M. Abdulahi a Kaduna-based 
businessman for instance decried a situa­
tion where a businesman is made to pav 
duty on the production of proforma in­
voices when foreign manufacturers 
would not commence production unless 
letters of credit are confirmed. Before 
the goods finally arrive in the country a 
period of eight to nine months might 
have elapsed. The typing down of the 
businessman’s fund for so long which 
often attracts interest payment and its 
consequence on the liquidity could be 
avoided if payment of duty is based on 
the production of bill of lading.

That there will be a new era of liquida­
tion under SFEM is undeniable as 
marginal firms incapable of effective 
competition would fold up. In order to 
avoid some sectors being “ousted by 
sheer economic foices”. Chief |.A. 
Shovombo, Chairman Indigenous 
Business Group of the LCCI has called 
for "a sectoral allocation formular to 
ensure greater benefit and success of the

17

people who arc bent 
flight at onset when i 
ing... maybe after 
genuine manufacti 
down for a more r. 
regime.” Such a _....... _
Nigeria would moderate the Icakagt 
will follow capital flight, he said.

One other person who could not sec 
the need for excessive emotional out- 
bins! in the bid rales for the two sessions 
is Professor Ogunsheye. He likened the 
Nigerian situation with a bad sore which 
has been neglected for so long. Even- 
tually when the patient consulted a doc­
tor, the already malignated leg was 
recommended for out-off. The patient 
according to him should be ready to pay 
the price for his negligence in the first 
instance. We cited the sugar being im­
ported into the country in recent times 
under the import licences not valid for 
foreign exchange which were purchased 
at the rate ranging from N4.5 to N5.00 
for US SI.00.

Banks who claimed to have adopted 
scientific approach in the determination 
of these bidding rates also lent credence 
to this. Ferreira who is the Chief Dealer 
for NMB revealed for instance that his 
bank was deeply involved in the financ­
ing of import licence not valid for 
foreign exchange. According to him, 
“experience has shown that foreign sup­
pliers who were willing to obtain Naira 
in exchange for their goods did so at a 
rate of about N4.5 to US -1.00.” 
Maybe it is against this background that 
some analysts have tended to suspect the 
N3.4999 exchange rate for it: “the figure 
looks unreal.”

The issue of appropr.. 
mechanism and the debitini 
the market remains unres 
jority of the dealers prcfei 
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Nafira’s rise
CROSS RATES (IN N)

2nd Tier

Bid No. 2Oct. 2 Bid No. 3 Oct. 9 Oct. 9

1.7004

Okongwu

Operating Guidelines

19AFRICAN CONCORD 16 OCTOBER 1986

— Nimi Uariboko
— Ade Ayoola

5.0839 
7.3462 
0.7688 
2.5J8O
0.0330 
3.1056 
2.2288

3.4999
5.0001
0.5380
1.7605

Bid No. I Sept. 26 
Dollar

• Pound Sterling
f rench Franc 
Deutsche Mark 
Yen
Swiss Franc 
Dutch Guider

0.2228
2.1600
1.5581

0.0110
1.0447
0.7532

0.2601
0.8511

4.6174 
6 6269 
0 6900 
2.2578 
0.0299 
2.7840 
1.9972

would 
of the 
atten-

coun-
;crians

>FEM has j:
rallcl m:

scheme. This call is not out of place if 
one considers the importance of such 
sectors as agriculture to the realisation 
of the economic development aspira­
tions of Nigeria. Victor Odozi • 
however not support this because 
possible distortions that will be 
dant on it. The solution lies in efficiency 
and re-allocation of resources in line 
with the reality of the time, That is of 
course what restructuring really means. 
Hopefully other supporting fiscal 
policies would be enough to serve as in­
centives for local production. One of 
this, which is a challenge to local in­

number BOC is lower than that of last week 
which stood at N5.5999. Also the lowest bid 
of last week: N2.750 was below that of the 
preceding week: N3.000.

The total demand for foreign exchange at 
the third bidding stood at S75.525 million as 
against S98.I million dollars at the second 
bidding session. This drop of S22.575 million 
is explained by the reduction in the 
percentage of funds banks could get. 
knew these limits and pegf ‘ ‘ 
demanded at the maximut

the 
2*'- Banks 

•ged the amount they 
-V...U..UVM m <■>«. ...oa....am allowed for them. 
The total demand at each bidding session has 
not reflected the overall demand for fordgn 
currencies is put at the economy. T e 
monthly demand for foreign currencies is put 
at over S0.67 billion. The bidding session is 
only a conscious attempt by banks to imit 
demand to the limited supply. __

SFEM update:
t-'OR two consecutive weeks bankers watch- 
JT ed the naira slump and tumble. But last 
Thursday, the naira climbed from 19.77 
American Cents on October 2, to 28.57 
Cents. This meant a rise of 8.8 Cents or 44.51 
per cent appreciation over the preceding 
week’s bid Thus the dollar now sells for 
83 4999 as against 85.0584.

The new rate emerged at the third bidding 
session of the Second-tier Foreign Exchange 
Market. At the First-tier Market 81.7004 
exchange for a dollar - that is, a naira is 
equivalent to 59 American Cents.

The embarrassing situation in which the 
determined rate in SFEM made the naira too 
cheap, vis-a-vis the major currencies at the 
black market appears to have ended The 
naira value in the SFEM has gone higher than 
the rate at the parallel market. A dollar 
exchanged lor 84.70 in the parallel market on 
Octooer 2, whereas on the reverse a naira was 
valued 21 Cents.

The sudden rise could relate to three 
factors. Dissatisfaction with the second 
bidding session led to a modification of the 
operational guidelines of the market. 
Allocation of available foreign exchange to 
the two categories of authorised dealers was 
reduced from 10 per cent for the bigger banks 
and seven per cent for the rest to five per cent 
and three per cent respectively. A second 
reason was, the choice of marginal rate, 
rather than the average of the successful bid 
rates as the reference exchange rate at which 
all successful bid will be settled.

Third, more foreign exchange was 
available which checked high bid rates as 
bankers became more confident of getting 
funds forcing them to discontinue high 
bidding as means of securing funds. Thirty- 
six banks were successful in the third bidding 
compared to 13 banks at the last bidding 
session. The increase in the amount available 
for bidding - from S50 millions at the second 
bidding to S75 million • gave reasonable 
assurance to every bank.

It must be noted that not all banks were 
optimistic. The pessimistic ones offered rates 
ranging 85.0002 to 85.3499 to the dollar. 
However this week's highest bid rales of 
85.3499 submitted by a bank with the code

sidized products and so on are gone fc 
ever. "Nigerians should begin to thin 
of paying respect to the importance c 
capital cost. This is what structural ad 
justment is all about."

The success of SFEM would lead t< 
improved capacity utilisation, creat 
more job opportunities nd reduce th 
rale of inflation in the long run. Thesi 
undeniably are desirable conditions ir 
the economy.

Last week’s exchange rate had the blessing 
of all banks. It was described as satisfactory 
professional and realistic. Bankers echoed 
after the session: “it makes sense’’. Bankers 
had another cause to be happy as the number 
of successful banks increased. Out of the 39 
banks that submitted bidding, 36 were 
successful. Two banks offered rates below 
the marginal rate and the third was 
disqualified on the basis of wrong use of 
forms and non-disclosure of bid amount. The 
bank that submitted the marginal rate did not 
get all what it asked for. It demanded S2.25 
million but went home with SI.80million 
as the 35(h successful bank brought up the 
cummulative total to S73.20 million •

The dealers were reminded by Victor 
Odozi, director of Exchange Control of.CBN 
to summit their daily, weekly and monthly­
returns on SFEM transactions to the CBN in 
keeping with the provisions of (he enabling 
Decree, the General Operating Guidelines 
and the supplementary Guidelines.

— Nimi Wariboko

dustrialists.is the 100 per cent retention 
of export earnings.’

With the triumph of the monetarists 
in Nigeria, the bureaucrats have left the 
management of the economy to the 
private sector especially the banks. They 
have a duty to play towards its success as 
SFEm and infact the entire SAP con­

stitute the last option open to the c 
try. The success depends on Niger 
who arc the architects of their own for­
tune. Okongwu has implored Nigerians 
to “strive to create requisite resources 
for the financing of the market... the old 
days of subsidized exchange rates, sub-
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As with most markets of this kind, a 
futures market can be expected to develop 
20

The current economic crisis arose parrhr 
because of wrong policies of the past winch 
effezrively neglected such vital sectors as 
agricukure and self-sustaining local indus­
tries. .Although details are not } et avxl- 
able. it is hoped that the Federal govs—- 
meat win use the opportunity of the SFEM 
to correct some of the sectoral imbalances 
of the past. In particular, it is reoessai} to 
make provision for sectoral allocat’or. of 
foreign exchange which guarantees that 
ident!5ed priority sectors get some of the 
funds. Such a system may result ir. dif­
ferent exchange rates for different sectors, 
although this is not inevitable.

1 cus if the demand for foreign; 
for trading purposes is high relarl 
amount auctioned for that set 
exchange rate will be higher than ir. the 
case of another sector where demand and 
supply are equal. This will not be easy 
because it would require monitoring to 
ensure that funds are used for the purpose 
tor which the bid was made. It will be 
disasmous if, for example, purely trading 
houses which have the ad\antage of higher 
mrnoxer rates and profits were to get the 
bulk of the auctioned foreign exchange 
purely on the basis of ability to pay.

This would only ensure the imports of 
3te consumer goods, and intensify the le\el 
of dependence of the Nigerian economy on 
tcneign sources. The mentality of a trading 
ccs: economy which has dogged the 
ctuztry for so long will only be perpetu- 

by a degmaric application of a laissec-
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have an

— Oluwambo Balogu

awarding;governments printing more money ana 
> a foregone conclusion.

N3.49 to the dollar must have shone rays of 
hope on the company.

At PZ Industries - manufacturers of a 
brand of detergent, toilet soaps, body cream.

Uganda’s bitter taste of SFEM
Rocked by civil strife with successive g"■ 
triple digit pay increases, SFEM’s failure was

allow importation of essential goods and 
services. The auction market system was 
'Museveni: Done with the market

Industries shy away
Manufacturers of essential goods have adopted 
attitude of wait and see since SFEM came into town.

I J GANDA has finally abandoned
' its system of foreign exchange ‘ 

auctioning after four years of what boil- s 
ed down to a sour romance. The divorce 
came last August at the head of a seven- 
month trial of the revised second tier 
system by the Museveni Government.

Immediately after the ousting’ of 
General Tito Okello Lutwa’s regime, the 
new National Resistance Movement 
Government suspended the inherited 
‘one door’ system through which foreign 
exchange was auctioned for all external 
transactions. The ‘one door’ had merged 
the first and second windows from June 
1984.

At the end of February this year, the 
Museveni Government lifted the suspen­
sion on foreign exchange transactions to

AFRICAN CONCORD 16OCTOBER 1986'

rush, he told African Concord. The impact 
SEEM would take some months to come, 
said. PZ has managed to keep vcia 
quantities or Pjodu'*, >. the rairt 
before the arrival of SFEM and in spite of 
The secret of this fact was not known. v 
Akpoveta pleaded that his company be giv 
time to monitor situations. “It is too eai 
now to say anything. Why not come back i 
say, one or two months’ time,” he said.

A similar cold reception of the SFEM w 
noticeable at Food Specialities, a compai 
that manufactures an array of household ai 
baby food items: and at the premises of || 
company manufacturing Ovaltine. A sour 
close to the company’s Managing Directs 
Mr. Partridge, disclosed that no decision hj 
been taken on the buying of foreign exchaa, 
at the SFEM.
He said that if the company finally decided 
patronize the market at the SFEM’s rate, tl 
logical thing to follow would be an increase 
the prices of items at the same percentage th 
the cost of production had shot up. Mr 
Pampam of Lever Brothers pointed out that 
similar action was likely to be taken by mo 
manufacturers. She said there was a limit i 
which prices could rise if companies mu 
retain the loy ally of consumers.

Observers were of the view that it w; 
unfair for government to expect that essenli 
commodities could be produced under ll 
naira rate quoted at the SFEM and still I 
made available within the reach of tl 
common man. They argued that SFEM w; 
bound to usher in an inflation spin 
Government has admitted this fact b 
contended that prices would stabilize when s 
manufacturing organisation would ha- 
begun increased capacity utilisation.

rpHE improvement in the rate of the naira 
IL for this week’s transactions al the second- 

tier foreign exchange market (SFEM) as fixed 
during last Thursday's bidding session 
probably raised the hope of manufacturers of 
essential commodities - detergents, toilet 
soaps, milk and beverages. The downward 
slide that characterized the two previous 
bidding sessions had earlier driven the 
manufacturers into recluse and made them to 
adopts wait-and-see posture to the SFEM.

Lack of enthusiasm to patronize the 
market was evident in companies like Lever 
Brothers (Nig) Limited. PZ Industries 
Limited, Cadbury and Ovaltine. They 
complained that the rate of N4.62 to the 
dollar arrived at during the first bidding was 
unreasonable. The rate at the second bidding 
was even"higher. It was put at N5.08 to the 
dollar.

Said Mrs. Yeside Pampam of the corporate 
affairs section of Lever Brothers: “If we buy 
at (hat rate, how much do you think we 
should sell Omo?"

Later in the month, when Lever Brothers’ 
plants which were shut down earlier in the 
year roar back to life it would be no thanks to 
SFEM. According to Mrs. Pampam, the 
company had continued discussions with its 
bankers. Apparently, the rates being quoted 
by Lever Brothers had not come near the 
fixed exchange rates at the SFEM. And this 
has forced the company to keep a distance to 

monitor the SFEM situation. Last week’s rate of

still put in abeyance and industries 
need of foreign exchange were asked 
channel their requests to the Bank 
Uganda, through their commerci 
banks.

Government’s bias for vital impoa 
was a product of the country’s c 
cumstances: Uganda then had jia 
emerged from a five year war and w- 
short of consumer goods such as soa_ 
sugar, salt and baby food, raw materie 
for vital industries, petroleum producB 
spare parts for machinery ar- 
automobiles, drugs and buildir 
materials. All these products and sorz 
others were given priority in the forei 
exchange allocation at the rate of 14« 
Ugandan shillings to one dollar.

Ry March, a modified form of tl
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ve the money to meet 

increased expenxcx ami ilnn
. ....„d to printing money.
“Tlie OXvc AlminiMUihM «n the »vmiv 

of its Inst hnaiKial y«at, num|vd mto 
thecronoirn ovei shilling hM billion oi 
useless monex Nxaiim' o| iix fiillmc io 
control /towimneni • \pitilliiiiv. ihv 
Okello ndiniiiriiaiion aIm' ••»« I’Mxnl tin- 
mono Mipph I" anoiln i xlnllinpx i'm) 
billion in iis ms months in ollnv/* 
kisekkn Mini.

In.lnnuais I^Nl. ihc mom \ in«n«uh 
lion u«s Shs JI billion Ihisioxvio 
billion bs iXvomlvi. In I’Vil, n nn. Mis 
44 billion. Ih l\vemb« i l’H<1, moi 
suppls iC.ieluvl Shs III billion lb li 
JOSS, ii mas Sin IS’ billion I 
Museveni Goseminent nut Mv. 
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z\. 21) fold Oil puces jumped 

i 1 fimrs, prices <»f lolwco, beer mid 
f>li drink , also increased, fiovrrnrncni 

quir kly saw ihe need io do sornelhnm. 
Jne.lir .iboiii (he-..ilanes of worker.. In 
June 1982, civil servants were exempted 
from payiih’ income tax. In April 19.83. 
workers had a 2i) percent increase m 
vages. Two months later, they hac‘ 

another 50 percent increase. In 1984/85, 
government workers had their salaries 
irepled, with a minimum salary fixed a: 
5t)00 shillings. Workers earning less than 
150.000 shillings yearly were spared of

d
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enough o>j; wc z-.r.z:-. 
plantain rz.'i n 
•aaple. mat.-.ke
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war which di’ 'jr"en 
acduir.itu’.n an.su: >L 
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M.E.T.S. INTERNATIONAL COMPANIES 
SUPPLIERS

Of quality food products - grains, products for ice 
cream manufacture, jams and jellies, seafood, beans, 

in addition to wine, food packaging equipment hoists, 
and 425 industrial chemicals.

All enquiries to: P.O. Box 35401, 
Houston, Texas 77235 USA.

families i 
In strict i 

the I

run i.wunilitdb

Come grow with us in the USA!!!

We’ll trade

INTERNATIONAL
COMMODITIES

for your account
Gold: Silver: Gold: Currencies: Cocoa. 

Coffee: Sugar. (JS Treasuries and Copper

• Minimum investment 
$20,000

• Complete confidentiality
To open your internationally 
managed commodity trading 

account, write today to

Fortune Investments 
Group Ltd

Post Office Box 802517 
Chicago

Illinois 60680-2517
USA

(713) 723-9446 721-1658 
TELEX: 804294 SPEDEX.

AFRICAN WORLD 
TRAVEL SERVICES 

LOW COST FLIGHT 
SPECIALISTS TO

LAGOS 
NIGERIA

. contact:
AFRICAN WORLD TRAVEL 

SERVICES
Radnor house 

5th FLOOR, SUITE 501, 
93 REGENT STREET, 

LONDON W1
TEL: 01-734 7181 

734 7182 734 7183

TAXFREE 
AUTOMOBILES
Choose your new car from 
any of the following brands

AUDI • BMW • DAIHATSU • FIAT 
FORD* HONDA* HYUNDAI* JAGUAR 

LANCIA • LAND-ROVER • MAZDA 
MERCEDES-BENZ • MITSUBISHI 

NISSAN • OPEL • PEUGEOT • PORSCHE 
RENAULT* RANGE ROVER 
SAAB • SUBARU • SUZUKI 

TOYOTA • VOLKSWAGEN • VOLVO

We always give the lowest prices but 
never sacrifice our service.

Individual and wholesale enquiries 
welcome

All other services available

TRANSIT AUTO EXPORTS LTD
3 The Green, Richmond, 

Surrey, TW9 1 PL.
Tel: 01-940 3648

Telex: 928174

‘ ,O0°
Wh

en in ngland call at our London offices for a really good deal. Special price fnr
—._____ .  container loads. r

PROSPEROUS FUTURE
E>© you suffffeir from any 

of these?
1. Insecurity, in terms of future plans.
2. Financial worries.
3. Job prospects in your country or a 

country of your choice.
Friendship, love, marriage. 
Social worries, childcare and child 
career.

Professional advice on application for 
British Citizenship or permanent 
esidenhal visa.

Your career prospects

Irrespective of your nationality, wo are here 
to assist and help you, your frlenda and 

‘ $ to overcome any of these problems 
confidence. Enquiries from outside 

United Kingdom must enclose an 
International Reply Coupon.

Enquiries from the United Kingdom, please 
send two stamped SAE’s 8%ln x 4ln (do not 

Include letter) to:

THE DIRECTOR (Welfare 
Department),

OTHER WORLD SERVICES 
35 NORTH AUDLEY STREET, 

MAYFAIR, LONDON 
W1Y1WG

Please do not call at our office without 
appointment. Send your enquiries today. 

Thank you.
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get rid ol hi\

Pix by Sccun Adcbayo
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the 
the

the Chief 
e the na-

■ , cabinet reshuffle to highest
;V- P 'Ot

B*. ■'revedetice ir 
-i General Staff 
cn’< No. 2 cilizt 

State. Early in its I 
ministration has been caught in this con- 
trviersy about who should be No.2. 
Military leaders dodged the issue then

in military eras, th-
T >s supposed to be

ten, after the Head of 
life, the Babangida ad-

spoke about 
with some 

ly External Affairs 
Bolaji Akinyemi.

Inforn 
Cktue’s__
;^ana:ed frot

Babutgitia: Another surprise drop 
saying the regime was not concerned 
about positions as it worked as a team.

The misundersunding was later laid 
to rest by President Babanrida himself 

words ar.d deeds and by a 
gr.er-.—.er.t gazette stating the order of 
-reesder.ee. Ckiwe had represented him

Babangida drops co-pilot 
^residen: B- ■ 
quarters
^ICERi \ x . 

t‘h"u'G«- -■ 
K’r'al D.» Pi:_7. 
J- .trnixx? \\ 
ilN'sulationx .<• 
'•^tincxx H w 
and ?:..w . k \ .

adjn“-_ L—
Last week, the Farce* x- 

^uncil (AFRC ed ~i zx.-r-.-g 
"us» *hcn u ar-.c-r.--ed ve 
L°mmodore Eb - LC-e "C“ rhe ex- 
J,led post of Cr“e: r C-rtra. Staff. 
*ear Admiral Auexks Aihacx who 
Va* then the Chief :f Na-al Start was 
named UkiweN successor. Ukr*« has 
nuj gone into bister, as the first person 
0 so removed.

_ No reason for the char.se was given by 
‘■resident Ibrahim Babangida who ar.- 
nounced h aI lhe of the six hour 
%RC meeting in Lagos.

u' Ukiwe’s aides told the Africar. 
i°7c°rd that the absence of the hespec- 
. acted naval chief at Abuja was the ca- 
J°r reason. “His removal had much to 
S.0 ^ith his abserxe at the Independence

^nn‘versary celebrations”, an aide 

, _.Informed sources m Lagos sacd 
absence from the parade 

: his dissatisfaction with 
remony. He was placed 
General Dcmka: Bali. 

Lboirma.-: Jain Chiefs of Staff and
E^isrer.

tmpiamed bmeriy about vis

in various fora in the capacity of a vice- 
president. This is in addition to the time- 
honoured tradition that the military 
leadership (Bali) cannot take precedence 
over the political leadership. Ukiwe 
handled mostly political matters.

The National Day protocol committee 
was said to have reversed the traditional 
order of precedence on the pretext that 
the National Day parade was a military 
occasion. Whether such a far-reaching 
reversal was made with the President’s 
knowledge is unclear. But Ukiwe was 
not persuaded that the National Day 
celebrations could be a military matter 
and reportedly told the President so.

It is. however, being speculated that 
Ukiwe’s removal was not entirely 
because of his boycott of the Abuja 
parade. For some time, he and General 
Babangida had not been agreeing on 
some issues. An informed source at 
Dodan Barracks vaid Ukiwe and his boss 
did not agree for instance on the refund 
of salaries deduction to junior workers. 
“This argument was that the nation 
needs more money to get out of the- 
woods”, the source said.

Some other sources 
Ukiwe’s running war 
ministers, particularly 
minister. Professor ovnaji .-ximiijvuh. 
With General Babangida, Ukiwe had 
once publicly embarrassed him during 

uproar over Nigeria’s membership of 
Organisation of Islamic Conference. 

Ukiwe said then that he knew nothing 
about the decision and that it was never 
discussed at cabinet level.

However,' under the 1979 Constitu­
tion, President Babaneida is empowered 
to make certain foreign policy decisions 
without reference to his cabinet. With 
the OIC issue still a sleeping bomb, it 
was not impossible that Babangida used 
the Abuja incident to get rid ol hi\ 
critical No.2, and fast.

reesder.ee
char.se
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Ukiwe: His absence at Abuja caused jitters

mu uuuiilliw;

immodore
— Jsent at
> explana-

Bri&u». 
fficcr Cor 

Divisioi

Foreign dignitaries at Nigeria’s national day 
Commodore Ukiwc’s departure has 

left some room for further speculations 
on his political future. The president did 
noi say whether Ukiwe would be 
redeployed or not. There is the sugges­
tion in the air that he is in line for a 
ministerial appointment. The other 
avenue open to him was that of becom­
ing the head of the navy. This has shut 
itself against him due to the appoint 
inent of Rear Admiral Patrick Koshoni 
who until then was the Minister of 
Labour, Employment and Productivity

Commodore Ukiwe, 46. was the se­
cond nasal ever to become a Number 
Two man in the history of the military in 
Nigerian politics He was also the first 

office, m either a militarty 
government, 1' 
was rocked by . 
terpretation s 
almost made a:

In his 26 year 
service. Commodore Ukiwe 
public limelight 13 years ago. 
when he was made a mer 
Supreme Military Council ____ o ....
regime of General Murtala Mohammed. 
Thereafter he became the military gover­
nor of Niger State and later, ad­
ministrator of Lagos State.

In January 1984, he was appointed the 
Flag Officer Commanding the Western 
Naval Command (FOC West). From that 
post Commodore Ukiwe became Chief 
of General Staff (CGS) when the 
Babangida administration came into be­
ing. During the Buhari regime, Ukiwe 
also served as a member of the Supreme 
Military Council (SMC).

Preceding the announcement 'of 
Ukiwe’s removal was that of the retire­
ment of Mr. Elim lyang which takes ef­
fect from November 1, 1986 after 37 
yeqrs of service in the police force. The 
news of Mr. lyang’s retirerAent did not 
come as a surprise. It was a national 

AFRICAN CONCORD 16 OCTOBER 1986

- • .............- ■ • UI3K> IIIV Jll'l

number two aiizen to be removed from 
...........-..y or civilian 

His ascendance to power 
i an initial confusion of in- 

w hen General Abacha 
an issue out of it.
irs in the Nigerian Military 

e came to 
„ >. That was 
rmbcr of the 

during the

Nigerian Army, Commodore Godwin 
NJubuisi Kanu, and Air Com- • 
\ureni Yusuf, who was not pres 
Uic svvearing-in ceremony. No explana- 
;i<m was given for his absence.

Bneadier Duba who was born in 1942 
m Kontangora, Niger State is not new to 
public life- Apart from sening as 
Brigade C ommander, he was ; Iso the 
military administrator of Bauchi State 
and Commander 23 Armoured Brieade 
from 1978 to 1979. Between January 
1984 and August 1985, he was .ne gover­
nor of Sokoto state.

During the Nigerian Civil \\ar 
Brigadier Duba served as troop com: 
mandcr and was later a Squadron leader 
and a regimental commander. DUba 
replaces Brigadier Yohanna Kure in the

Colonel David Alechenu Mark who is 
popular among members of the arms 
was born on April 8, 1948 at Oturkpo 
Benue State. Colonel Mark who replaces 
Colonel Raji Rasak*. who became the 
governor of Ogun state last month, was 
commissioned into the Nigerian Arms in 
1970. During the coup of December 3|, 
1983, Colonel Mark was director of 
telecommunications in the army. Bet­
ween January 1984 and August 1986, he 
was governor of Nicer State.

Commodore Godwin Ndubuisi Kami 
had a taste ot public life in 1976 follow­
ing the creation ot additional seven 
states. He was the first military governor 
of Imo State. Later he was transferred to 
Lagos State.

He became a member ot the AFRC in 
his new capacity as Flag Officer, Naval 
Training. He replaces Commodore 
Babatunde Eleebede. But both Com­
modore Elegbede and Brigadier Yohan­
na Kure according to the president, 
would remain in the AFRC ‘“on per­
sonal merit”.

— Ben Etaghene
25

rumour for sometime. Many people 
even speculated that Police Commix 
sioncr, Fidelis OyakhJomc. tonne’ 
governor of Rivers state was removed. i< 
lake over from Mr. lyang as Inspector 
General.

On h's independence day nationwide 
broadcast. President Babangida said 
that the Nigeria Police Force was to be 
overhauled Prior to that, on the eve ol 
his departure to Harare to attend the 
Non-Aligned Movement summit, the 
president gave an ultimatum to the 
police io either curb the country of the 
hideous crime ot armed robbery or own 
up to its failure

On the history making day which saw 
the nation’s number two citizen out of 
office, three out of four new AFRC 
members were sworn in. They arc Col­
onel David Mark, Director, Corps of 
Signals, Nigerian Army; Brigadier 
Garuba Duba, General Officer Com­
manding 2 Mechanised Division,
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bit«iness/shipping news

Our registered customers could negotiate for a monthly credit freight account.
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iuu countries.

Freepaks Ltd 
75176 Rosebank Road 
London E17 8NH

Tel office 281-247112
Tlx 296585 BSRPRO G

our special high discounts on freight

business n°' WaStC Y°Ur ‘ime °r °UrS’ contact us onlY if you seriously mean to do

Investment: Freepaks Ltd today offers rare opportunity to our customers to inves in 
the UK booming property business with only 25% sterling investment. W y ren 
hotel when you can buy your own flat/house.

res^0^^Our cos^ 15% if you use our shipping services to Nigeria and the

comnnn'ite'Shlpment of commercial goods for local governments, state corporations, 
incentives UniVerSltles’ hosPitals’ government agencies attract our special cash

Home-returning Nigerians benefit from 
charges.

Freight payment at destination accepted subject to UK terminal charges being paid 
here in sterling.

We ship every single item, including of course your cars, in steel containers to 
protect your goods against damage.

Export/Import: We have buyers for almost everything from Africa. We act as buyers’ 
agents and confirm orders for our registered and regular customers.



et

 >153*K-rf

» lj.lt**

le-tCs. m

b .-vc« *' *
l*ib> tf

•-■u-! 20 arc * 
<■• ’•• ] <hild-c~ 

_•• ir .e m X .
C'C*

___ r£.
Tac

■riped to

I H (IlhOH 

\» hh v

I hr. -.hortfa- 
.ippeiiic for fi'- 
attendant ascer 
put ihe commoc. 
and has forced • 
*•. i can reach

1,000. Sts 
e Alhaji r*

R*. M
the release 

it v1 j»i«t >! %IO8.' 
^A . ,M*M «< Mn ,h‘'

,„ b.I.n.f <>. HI...... .
,ai.. the '•>! •" *1"- I""” ■'

«,-c «p. lt>r ll- • -*■ *“
-jJb a.HHi; I.- •
bw.Wnmmaa  ...........  ’
... i<e J.it.iw ..............,U| "‘
S-.arr .'I .!«.*' .......... .. “u """'' '
dnfK. ..... • .... . ....... .

........ ..... ....... 
to, Na’.* ...................... ........... ..

**«• 1
■mihe.* kM'd *41

. l axwfc

-» m n —jliHr
- / » I Jill li. -»?r-xn’

-* ii\mrr~ •’IS I Jt
-•> -• ixrt iie Ui :er?
•— -.-mMT- irtc? lie
-• 4.::vr:ii?.«si a*, iftai the
-» u/ 4-i: -.r-. ■ sen -jnwi :!»t

«Mc inrtla* h »lll«»UV 
»n t'*1' The- 

rrt(.deUr~. <•'*- *• *,u,^e
Kri .«ob «adll of I

i»ri- rcfiimd *•* ■

.wmr.* traders presented 
ia-'j’s. With drijj'.iu"

queried Uu«
fteir source of livetihAod r 
theirs. Resiuntd ia th<» | 

.. - the) ask for more (lv»rt • 1 
•Gii of their monies paid for | 
iar unsupplied. Thr NN's/

it attscaafcarrangements for till-, refwod. «•,»? ....
iradcrs come against a wall a; i.j.

relaad of the commission wrrr <ooui*re*4 (N • . i 
i»s' oai u> people who oprruli'l .i >
<*»er of dark. r..,

l>r the whole, the MNS< Is tslllp/ fN
IL-. lusiotners worth M6 nilllloo / 
jeMMixc. flunked hs his Ih‘-
srroenil Munugei Kid. Mupo .»
other tup staff, stated ciii|ilMll<-«l|.- Hluf 
compar* r.tuld pat what tl #<*>*.• t'Nf MhI ■«.. nmiirr. j'»>sklers ovtc || |h|Hii/i* I i



Nigeria

and negligence on the

Has 
Wab

and directed that fuller and deserving 
briefs be filed by the two sides. They 
also directed that all the Attorneys 
General in Nigeria be invited to express 
their views as ‘amici curae’ (friends of 
the court).

Hearing in the appeal ended last week

trikefe CJ of federation

Executed in error
An unprecedented legal tussle was held at the Supreme 
Court last week.
pHE Supreme Court will, on Deccm- 

bcr 5, 1986, deliver judgment in a 
case which (it was admitted last week by 
the Federal Attorney-General and 
Minister for Justice, Prince Bola 
Ajibola) seemingly put the nation’s 
judicial system in a square box. Declared 
Prince Ajibola: “It is a very important 
case because of its constitutional con­
tent.. It is important for the development 
of our law and will decide whether our 
judicial system calls for a review.”

At the centre of the legal tangle is an 
armed robbery convict, Nasiru Bello, 
whose public execution was prematurely 
effected five years ago by the Oyo State 
Government while a valid appeal against 
his sentence was still pending. His 
dependants - - 14 m number — are ask­
ing for N100,000 as reparation from the 
Oyo State Government for the “illegal 
killing” of their bread-winner and 
damages done by it to the name of their 
family. The Appeal Court in Ibadan 
presided over by Justice (Jchc Omo 
dismissed their claim on the ground that 
the plaintiffs’ “cause of action was 
unknown to the law." it however 
recommended that compensation be 
paid by the government to the depen­
dants of the deceased to "assuage their 
feelings."

When the appeal first came up for 
hearing at the Supreme Court last July, | 
the court decided that the appeal raised 1 
serious and fundamental issues of law 
AFRICAN CONCORD 16 OCTOBER 1986

on a dramatic note with the Attorn- 
General of Kwara State, Mr L 
Obasa, making a last minute U-turn h 
asked the court to discountenance 
earlier argument in support of 
respondents. He filed a fresh one 
favour of the appellants. On the whole 
13 attorneys-general presented indepen’ 
dem briefs of argt 
which cast their lot 
appellant’s counsel, 1 
Ijaodola, praying that 
allowed to succeed. The 
joined the respondents. 
General of Oyo State, ir. 
court to dismiss the nr 

j ground of proce 
I of summon 

proceeding i 
I marked 
I .u- z^u:.

h,;
the
in

presented indepen* 
lument. seven out Of 

on the side of (ft.. 
Prince Joseph o 

the appeal be 
remaining 

-r .the Attornev- 
:n State, in calling on the 
niss the appeal on (he 

_ :edura! defects in the writ 
i and pleadings. The entire 

_ at tnc hearing was, itself 
marked by exciting exchanges between 
the Chief Law Officers and the seven 
Justices — Justices Mohammed Belk” 
Anthony Aniagolu, Dahunsi Coker’ 
Adolphus Karibi-Whyte, Saidu Kawu’ 
Chukwudifu Oputa and Alfa Bello 
Belgorc who heard the appeal.

Federal Attorney-General Prince 
Ajibola, was one of those who opposed 
the appeal. He agreed that there were 
reckless and negligence on the part of 
the respondents in prematurely ler, 
minating the life of Nasiru Bello, but 
contended that it was not an "illegal kill, 
mg" as pleaded by the appe||an(s,' 
counsel

He noted that ’here was a valid judg- 
ment which had not been offset by any 
competent court at the time of Nasiru’s 
execution. The case of the appelants 
said the Justice Minister, had been spoilt 
by bad writ of common and pleadings 
"My lords, it is a writ with an uglv facc 
,” he declared. But his contention earn­
ed him rigorous probing by the court.

“Has he (Nasiru) a right to appeal?" 
Justice Coker asked “He has a right io 
appeal." Prince Ajibola replied. “Has 
he a right to live to prosecute his appeal?

He was asked. "He has a right 
to live to prosecute his appeal" replied 
the Minister.

"If he was not allowed to live to pro­
secute his appeal, is that not unconstitu 
tional?"
Prince Ajibola told the court that he 
would call it any name but certainly not 
“illegal." Later, it was the turn of Mr 
Henry B. Fabunmi, the Attorney 
General of Oyo State who was also the 
respondent, to walk the tightrope. He 
told the court that Nasiru’s execution 
resulted from an "administrative er­
ror," but according to him, "We did noi 
commit any illegal act. The court was 
not satisfied. " What did you commit? 
demanded Justice Bello (presiding).
"Il was as a result of an administrative 

omission," replied Mr. Fabumi
“What was the omission?" Justice 

Bello pursued further. "The man was
29
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piementation.
Despite the ruling that “all former tickets 

bought in naira are now only good for only 
refund" But Okafor stayed in Lagos for four 
days. The situation remains confusing 
because the government has failed “to come 
out clearly on what is to be done with respect 
to price fixing,” This failure and the lack of a 
clear-cut direction has contributed to the 
hardship and disorder at the international 
wing of Mu'rtala Mohammed airport.

It is evident that this tug-of-war will con 
tinuc because of “the unrealistic bidding by 
banks for the naira" at the second tier 
market. During the first two weeks of SFEM. 
the naira depreciated but it picked up strength 
in the third". How much this will contribute to 
ease the current stalemate remains to be seen. 
And as a representative of one of the airlines 
said, "the Federal Government, in spite of 
this, has to come out with something con­
crete."

According to ministry officials. 
Minister of Transport and Aviati 
Brigadier Jerry Uscni, has been making some 
frantic efforts to brief the president on how­
to resolve the issue. They said that the 
ministry was on the verge of structuring a 
new air fare rate for the airlines during the 
period of the SFEM.

The search for a solution has also attracted 
the attention of International Air 
Transporters Association (IATA) which has 
indicated its willingness to send a delegation

—

urtala Mohammed Airport

Afir travel crisis
For airlines which hauled passengers by the thousand, 
now take a twinkle as airlines demand clarification on SFEM.

decision of the *29 foreign air- 
lines operating in the country to sus­

pend the sales of tickets in naira had par- 
icularly hit Nigerian international travellers 

w o incidentally have become the first 
casualties of the Second-tier Foreign Ex­
changes Market (SFEM). Their plight is a 
catalogue of human miseries. Since the begin­
ning of the month when airlines started to 
shun naira ticket holders, Murtala Mohamrri- 
cd International Airport has hosted an 
unusual crow reminiscent of either Christmas 
or Easter holiday.

Nigerian travellers with confirmed tickets 
bought in naira could not travel due to the 
deadlock arising from the operational prin­
ciples of SFEM . The airlines want air fares 
that would reflect the rates of exchange 
charged in SFEM. But the Federal Govern­
ment has failed to provide any guidelines.

The airlines argue that it would be un­
profitable for them to charge existing fare 
and repatrate their revenues through the se­
cond tier market. After an initial refusal to 
accept tickets purchased with naira, on Oc­
tober 2 they decided to make refunds 
"because there was no possible agreement in 
the horizon." That decision had a far 
reaching impact on travellers leaving Nigeria. 
This was manifested in the case of one Mr. 
Dominic Okafor who left Agbor in Bendel 
State with a confirmed ticket for Amsterdam 
on a KLM flight. But he was caught in the 
middle of a government policy and its im- 
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to mediate in the ongoing controversy with 
the Nigerian government. Since the beginning 
of this month, foreign airlines operating in 
the country have minimal level of passenger 
traffic. With their refusal to carry passengers 
from Nigeria with tickets purchased in 
naira the national carrier has an unprecedented 
upsurge in patronage. The situation has 
degenerated into one of the worst ever 
recorded human suffering assc’uted with air 
travelling in Nigeria.

Its attempt to maintain the status quo 
led to the "overflowing” of passengers 
at the Nigeria Airways counter while 
most foreign airlines counters were vir­
tually empty. Many foreign airlines now 
pick, up very few passengers from 
Nigeria. For Egypt Air the impasse has 
not had much impact on their business 
as "this is no peak season" for them. 
But for British Caledonia which opera­
tion a DC 10 with usually hundreds of 
customers it is a different story. Since 
the beginning of the "crisis” they have 
had the average of 60 passengers per 
week.

For KLM, the Dutch carrier, in nor­
mal times operates three flights out of 
Lagos per week. Its aircraft, a DC 10 thc with the capacity for 240'passengers only 

t,on’ picked up 30 passengers from Lagos per 
night.

The story is about the same for all of 
them. The few passengers ihey carry­
now are those foreigners returning home 
with tickets purchased in their countries 
of origin or those who received prepaid 
ticket.



Ft

ui,<

AFRIC AN IVSA'S? > cXTV'FER .afc

paper

- -.ere ie
-;rr?rT ~~:2

7-c ir<.»M-4 rounded Jp fcu^zg 
>-«sh in which rresdflS 

,z *• principal privaie -j£zzs^i:

— T7Z 35ti 
~ sad 

“L — izd

GEC'GE
STAS-F’ 

(PAPE=
T- — znc reginiUL oxeratjon
-.-•ttzr Join Sehaan»4Sytm

no jeieased until five 
Awn Chief of Staff 
power.

Although the Museveni Government h«x 
pledged that all those arrested will be given 
a proper trial it has already breached 
Ugandan lav tn detaining the suspects toi 
more than 24 hour- and removing them 
from police custody

Kayliire'*. wife Betty who uas with her 
husband at the time of arrest, has. aba 
fuelled the controversy by her description 
of how tiiey were both "ambushed'' by a 
gioup of soldiert in their car Her husband

i r the firs: fime in
21 year? ths: members 

u' tut cabinet have been 
detained.

■ v. toe firs', time in 2D years that 
wemuen of the canine: have been de- 
•-criF.-t Minor Oriole created the prece- 
oen it: 3966 when as Prime Minister he 
itad so ministers arrested after a stormy 
parliamentary debate in which they 7v.»e,l 
< th confidence vote in him The sa were 
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East Africa

The Amin factor

.rrxnntnpr iuu countries.

icrican envoy that 
fighting each 
involved. He 

icalt with South

Kigongo rman of the National Resistance Council (NRC),

guests to be given a rousing welcome.
So large crowds, including flag-waving 

schoolchildren, lined the 21-mile Kampala- 
Entebbe road. The two had been expected 
to fly in the same aircraft with Museveni, 
but the Ugandan leader came earlier, 
apparently to receive them on arrival.

: by 
Air

At a State House press conference 
Gaddafi was at pains to explain that he had 

People waited patiently in the scorching supported former military dictator M;
nshine for seven hours, but neither Amin because Amin had expelled Israelis

up. Foreign envoys and from Uganda. At a mosque in Kampala he
tebbe were advised to “call called for the Islamisation of Uganda and

denounced Christianity as a colonisine 
religion. Christians were colonists. S 

His remarks drew strong objections from 
the Ugandan Anglican Bishop fOr Kigezi 
Diocese, south-western Uganda, the Rt 
Rev Festo Kivingere. and from Kenyan 
President Daniel arap Moi. They set off a 
debate in the Ugandan press about 
whether the country had benefited from 
Gaddafi’s visit.

Moi. a devout Christian, dismissed 
Gaddafi’s claim that Christianity was a 
Western religion trying to colonise the 
African continent. He said anybody with 
any knowledge of African history would 
know that Christianity started in Africa 
and had a better claim to the continent

33

sunshine for seven hours, 
leader showed up. Foreign envoys and 
pressmen at Entebbe were advised to "call 
it a day’’ because the authorities had not 
been able to contact the guests. Then, 
when everyone had left, at 8.30 pm 
Sankara flew in on a Burkina Airlines 
Fokker 28 jet.

Gaddafi came two days later — at 3.30 
pm on 6 September.

The night before, three Soviet-built 
Ilyushin aircraft brought 250 Libyan troops 
— Gaddafi's personal guard — in two 
bullet-proof BMW limousines, and two 
Land Rovers mounted with sophisticated 
long-range guns. The Libyan troops, in 
green-brown camouflage uniform, lined 
both sides of the Entebbe runway and took 
up positions all around the otherwise quiet 
airfield.

Entebbe airport has known little activit 
since Israeli commandos raided it ln 
and rescued 100 hostages taken there 
armed Palestinians in a hijacked 
France Airbus.

When Gaddafi arrived, other Libyans in 
plain clothes could be seen above on the 
waving bay toting AK 47 assault rifle­
while yet more patrolled the airpon s 
tarmac. They totally overshadowed th- 
Ugandan security personnel.

Dramatic entry

A small helicopter with foreign registra­
tion numbers landed first, almost from 
nowhere, carrying a Libyan army officer 
dressed in a smart cream parade uniform 
with matching striped cap and dangling a 
green baton.

Then Gaddafi himself came with a fleet 
of four large aircraft which landed in such 
quick succession it was not possible to tell 
on which he was travelling. The Libyan 
leader emerged from one of the four jets 
looking every inch a messianic figure, to be 
greeted with a warm embrace by President 
Museveni.

Entebbe airport had never seen such a 
display of military might and wealth of 
aircraft. One enthralled spectator whis­
pered to a newsman: “This is indeed the 
man who challenged the most powerful 
country in the world, the United States "

He greeted foreign envoys — from lh 
West only the Italians attended — and 
local Muslim leaders, and then a horde of 
Libyan militants who had flown in with him 
on one of the aircraft chanted: "Down 
down US! Death to the Americans. To 
Americans.’’ The same group had demons­
trated in Harare when Gaddafi spoke to 
the Non-Aligned leaders.

^oji Moses

Uganda

Echoes of the Gaddafi visit
Cn|anCl^nS are SV discussing the controversial visit of Libyan leader 

onel Gaddafi, which followed his appearance at the Non-Aligned 
mmit Meeting in Harare. David Musoke reports from Kampala.

T.°? fiAa/ter .’he departure from Kampala
AbictTs most controversial figure, 

voionel Muammar Gaddafi of Libya, the 
dav e ®°eS On ’n Uganda about his three­
pm visit and Libya's relations with the 
government of President Yoweri Muse-

Two weeks after Gaddafi’s departure, 
Musevem summoned the American am- 
^?y^e°vish8anda' R°bCrt '°

He clarified, said the state Radio Ugan- 
oa, that Uganda's relationship with Lib 
mamly sprang f.„.„ ,„c 
sympathised with his guei 
!ben.Na,i°nal Resistan 
(NRM), and that Libya helped 

stru88^e against the goverr
Milton Obote and General Tito

 Neutrality
Museveni told the Ami

oth^^enCa and Libya wcre fighting’each I 
would not get involved. He IAfriJ»dwh“ ha' Amcrica dealt with South 

A. "h,le ™ny Africans were getting r 
killed. Most African countries had con­
demned South Africa, and yet they were 1 
still dealing with America.

Gaddafi s arrival caused quite a stir in t 
Kampala. He and Captain Thomas Sanka- i 
ra, leader of Burkina Faso, had been 1 
expected at Entebbe airport on September < 
4 for stopovers on their way home from the t 
Non-Aligned Summit in Zimbabwe. Muse- , 
vem had appealed on the radio for his j
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The Libyan leader emerged 
from one of the four jets looking 
every inch a messianic figure, to 

la’s relationship with Libya be greeted with a warm embrace 
from the fact that Libya President Museveni.

----- srnlla movement, J 
ince Movement 

i the four- 
wernments of 

i<ai Tito Okello.
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rise of one of

New-look factory

The turning point

international brigade of volunteers for southern Africa at

standii
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special

Southern Africa

problem besetting Mr Makwabarara’s fac­
tory.

The unit recommended changes to the 
manufacturing process which, according to 
Mr Makwabarara, was “primitive”. It 
produced a new design to streamline it, 
helped him acquire appropriate machinery 
and engaged the Indian team which had 
considerable experience in enamelling. 
The team, led by Mr Ramesh Tyagi, a 
mechanical engineer and technical director 
of the National Industrial Development 
Corporation of India, visited Mr Mak­
wabarara’s factory. And the IDU arranged 
for Mr Makwabarara to visit factories in 
and around Delhi.

nphe'possibility of an international 
JL brigade of volunteers to help Africa’s 

six frontline states in the struggle against 
irtheid has been raised in a speech to 

immonwealth MPs by Commonwealth 
Secretary-General Shridath Ramphal.

He was addresssing delegates to the 
annual conference of Commonwealth par­
liamentarians in London's Westminster. 
The idea was floated towards the end of a 
speech, for which Ramphal received a 
standing ovation, reviewing Common- 

'th action on apartheid from last Octo- 
—. - m Nassau to the August
summit of seven Commonwealth leaders in 
London.

He spoke of the massive damage caused

Apartheid

International brigade proposed
five Thc Commonwealth Secretary-General floated the idea of 

c international brigade of volunteers for southern Africa at a
meeting in London. John Street reports.

by South African aggression and economic 
disruption and destablisation in neighbour­
ing states, which are mostly Common­
wealth members. Then he said: “If Pre­
toria continues to resort to aggression and 
inhumanities beyond its borders, the obli­
gation on the international community to 
defend the extended family of apartheid’s 
victims will be undeniable. A humanitarian 
international brigade could well be the 
response of people world-wide, whatever 
governments do."

The reference immediately led to com­
parisons with the international brigades of 
foreign volunteers who fought on the side 
of the republican forces against General 
Franco's fascists in Spain in the 193O’s.
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The Plant is s“'tabIe for !"akin8 o,h«

P ie nea future. His ambition ,s to 
mJh se production to the factory', fun 

ritv oPf 300 5|OVCS 3 day whcn “f*™' 
“PXee shifts of eight hours. He follows a 
Miicy of employing disabled people and 
h°Onetofrhis™rorkers. Wilson Nzuma, 38.

: after patient traimng from his boss. -For

Xn oMheir ability to contribute to 

SOHeyis,kceonridem he can sell as many 

TSme^ Wf'hXo^ WeTro

Han and contractor.
-1 had always been fascinated by any- 

thing electrical.” he recalled dunng a vts.t ‘ IDU's offices at the Commonwealth 
Secretariat in London last month to show 
Oft his pride and joy: A gleaming stove.

-I used to fiddle with things electrical 
when I was a boy and taught myself about 
Urtricitv bv reading books as I grew

O der " He" thanked the IDU for its 
.urince and said: "This is a dream come 

uuc . . . I don't think 1 could have achieved 
it without their help.

-It is not only good for me but also for 
the country. 1 have answered the call by 
he government by establishing this fac- 
orv The Government is very, very 

nleased with Commonwealth assistance 
and appreciates what it has done for us."

Mr Makwabarara recently resumed pro­
duction at his new-look factory. Unlike 
other stoves in the market, which are large 
ones with four steel hot-plates, his units are 
small and have two elements. The ele­
ments produce heat more quickly than the 
plates — saving both time and electricity. 
The stoves are largely made from local 
materials. “More than 70 per cent of the 
raw material was imported before the IDU 
suggested changes. Now, we only need to 
import just 13 per cent. We are even 
making our own elements!”

“My first stove was made from a second­
hand one I bought at an auction,” he says. 
“I repaired it and put in one of the 
elements from London.” Mr Makwabar­
ara, aged 46 and father of five children 
added: “We used to battle making fiv*. 
stoves a day. Now, we can produce 60 
without difficulty.”

The turning point in his fortunes came 
after a small team of engineers and techni­
cians arrived at his factory from India to 
help him sort out the problems which were six I 
retarding his progress. The team was sent apai 
by the Industrial Development Unit (IDU) Con 
of the Commonwealth Fund for Technical c 
Co-operation, the developmental arm of 
the Commonwealth Secretariat, which had 
been asked by the Zimbabwe Government 
for assistance.

The IDU was set up, on a recommenda­
tion of Commonwealth Industry ministers’ w ------- -
meeting in Bangalore, India, in 1979, to wealth action on apai
help speed up the industrial process in the ber’s summit in Na
developing Commonwealth. It took the 
Zimbabwean project on board in 1985 
when it found enamelling as the main 
AFRICAN CONCORD 16 OCTOBER 1986

‘Mr Mop’ earns first million
Asif Khan’s report tells the story of the rise and 
Zimbabwe’s youngest millionaires.
IT'rom shop cleaner to Zimbabwe’s first 
-T black industrialist — that is the proud 
claim of Tony Makwabarara whose factory 
makes electric cooking stoves for low- 
income families.

The stoves are cheaper to buy and run 
than their rivals on the market. They are 
also helping Zimbabwe protect its environ­
ment. The factory was established in 
response to a call by the Government 
which was concerned at the number of 
trees being chopped for fuel. Inexpensive 
stoves, it was hoped, would go some way 
towards checking this trend.

The stoves are proving so popular that 
Mr Makwabarara plans to increase his 
workforce from the present 73 to 200 
within a few months. His reputation is 
spreading, enquiries about his products 
have been received from Kenya, Zaire and 
Zambia. It should not be too long before 
he enters the export market.

Mr Makwabarara may be on the way to 
becoming a millionaire, but he began his 
career as a £4-a-week cleaner in a camera 
shop in Salisbury — as Harare, the Zim­
babwean capital, was them known. He 
started the factory near Harare in 1980, the 
year Zimbabwe became independent, with 
£500 and with the help of a pair of switches 
and elements bought for £9 in London.
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The Secreury-General was. however. 
•Xkirg of a huxazitarian rather than a 
coabstaat role .in the context of the 
deepening economic and social needs of 
Sooth Africa’s neighbouring states.

The Commonwealth has already ex­
tended help to these countries in their 
efforts to reduce dependence on South 
Africa and overcome the effects of South 
African acticn designed to punish them for 

launched educational schemes for exiles

PREPARATIONS

BEST VALUE FOR PRICE 
Norville (Beauty) Laboratories Ltd 
11 Tabley Road, off Parkhurst Road, 
Holloway, London N7 ONA

Phone: 01-607 8431-2

(f

AND Cocoa Butter Cream 
To combat Rough Dry Skin

apartheid and commitment to 
ainst poverty in Third World 

id complement official 
in for these countries, whose efforts 
iprove the living standards of their 
le have been set back by South Africa.

I people from many 
world were driven by

Europe. The volunteers from the US 
included many blacks.

One battalion was named after Shapurji 
Saklatvala. who in the 1920’s had become 
the first Indian to be elected to the British 
House of Commons. It included many 
Cypriots from London. In India itself. 
Nehru worked for the Indian Committee 
for Food for Spain which organised the 

-------------------- .vi despatch of foodstuffs to the Spanish 
their stand against apartheid. It has also people fighting fascism. Not ail the volun-
launched educational schemes for exiles teers in Spain had combat roles. British
from South Africa and Namibia seeking poet W H Auden was among many writers 
refuge in neighbouring countries. who joined ambulance units.

~ Ramphal’s humanitarian qualification.
Commitment as well as the circumstances in Southern

---- —----------- ----------------------------- Africa at present, preclude a close parallel 
\ oluntary action, inspired by the revul- with the Spanish experience.

There could be a special role for volun­
teer engineers in several fields and for 
others with industrial experience to help 
repair the damage caused to road and rail 

, power s ~‘
Jrica’s campaign of economic dis- 

. ..o .'... principal 
^irgcts of Pretoria’s raids on neighbouring 
* untries. __ '1__ r_........ 2.
.s designed to keep these countries in 
perpetual dependence on South Africa’s 
own transport system for vied imports and 
exports. The development cf alternative 
routes is a priority aim cf Southern African 
countries, eager to whittle down their

sion against a; 
the war agaii 
countries, coula complement official others with industrial experience to help
support for these countries, whose efforts repair the damage caused to road and rail
to improve the living standards of their systems, power supplies and factories by
people have been set back by South Africa. South Africa's campaign of economic dis-

Several thousand people from many location. These are among the principal 
countries across the world were driven by ‘argots of Pretoria’s raids on neighbouring
idealism to enlist in the fight against untries. The disruption of transport links 
fascism in Spain. They included noted —J ‘ ‘
writers like France’s Andre Malraux. later 
to become a minister in the French 
Government. Some 70 nationalities were 
represented in the international brigades in 
Spain, though most volunteers came from

neighbour's economic dominance.
The work of volunteers in Southern 

Africa would have a specific focus. Is 
addition, the anti-apartheid thrust wow 
give a political edge to the concern w™ 
development, which may appeal to to^ 
people who see apartheid as the modem 
face of slavery.__________________

Commonwealth debate
MPs from almost all the 49 Common­

wealth countries attended the meeting ir 
London — the 32nd to be held of the 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Asser­
tion. which was founded 75 years ago. Toe 
next meeting is in Kuala Lumpur. .Malay 
in 1987. One of the major debates ir 
London was about whether the Common­
wealth can survive apartheid. Delegate* 
were just about unanimous that it would. 
One said: “Apartheid must not survive the 
Commonwealth. It must be the other way 
round (

Ramphal made a tough speech, critical 
of Britain's failure to support stronger 
sanctions Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher had earlier defended Britain s 
cautious position, arguing that it was not 
the Commonwealth's role to dictate policy’ 
to members. Ramphal replied. "It is not 
possible to be true to the Commonwealth 
while being less than militant against 
apartheid.”

WRITERS WANTED 
(Prizes to be Won)

Writers are wanted for an African Cultural Society in South 
West Georgia. United States of America.
The Society, which is a non-profit organisation, publishes a 
popular periodical. It requires type-written articles of 5-10 
pages which must, cf course, be original on any of the 
following topics:-
7 African history - 10th Century to present day.
2. African Culture and Customs.
3. African Politics — 17th - 19th Century.
4. Contemporary Africa before the advent of 

colonialism.
5. Education and Enlightenment.
6. Religions before Colonialism.
7. African Traditional Medicine.
8. Other relevant interesting aspects.
Illustrative photographs and sketches will be an advantage; 
and articles are welcomed twice monthly. A copy of 
selected articles shall be published in the Society's 
newsletter.
Prizes which are paid in US Dollars, shall be offered for each 
selected article in the undermentioned manner:-
a. First Prize—US250.00b. Second Prize—US150.00
c. Third Prize US 100.00
There is possibility of becoming a regular writer for the 
periodical.
Please address articles to:
The President
AFRICA (PAST & PRESENT)
P. O. Box 2446. Albany Georgia. 31702 U.S?A.
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American revolution are being remembered, reports Richard Ellis

Back to slavery

Fight for freedom

^rrntMi roipnis in anoinpr iuu countries.

shower of musket balls”, according to 
Benjamin Quarles in his book, “The Negro 
in the American Revolution”. In 
Massachusetts, Salem Poor was cited by 14 
officers for acting “like an experienced 
officer, as well as an excellent soldier”.

But despite their contribution, little 
changed for blacks after the British defeat. 
The new Constitution recognised the legal­
ity of slavery and counted a slave as “three- 
fifths” of a person in determining taxes.

dywine and Yorktoi 
iteering for the 1812 
L ^ ' inson was fiwi 

the Civil War ended in 1865.
Despite such treatment, the case of 

Robinson, and others, is something black 
Americans today should look back on with 
pride, according to Maurice Barboza, the 
man largely responsible for gaining the 
monument to black patriots. Barboza, 

ssident of the Black Revolutionary War 
>n, was inspired by his 
of a picture hanging on 

___s living-room wall. It 
rcat, great, grandfather in 

rm.

Free blacks and slaves volunteered to 
serve in the army hoping, like the white 
colonialists, to gain their freedom. Free 
blacks hoped for the same political rights 
whites enjoyed The slaves dreamed simply 
of a taste of liberty. But even volunteering 
to risk their lives for freedom was not 
enough. In 1775, at a meeting attended by 
George Washington and Benjamin Frank­
lin, it was decided to bar further black 
enlistment.

Two years later, however, the colonial­
ists desperately needed manpower and 
blacks were actively recruited. They fought 
in all the major battles.

Two blacks, Prince Whipple and Oliver 
Cromwell, were in the boat with Washir~ 
ton \ -------- o
the Delaware River to capture Trenton, 
New Jersey. Blacks were wounded, cap­
tured by the British and died just like their 
white compatriots; and many were heroes 
in battle.

In Virginia, William Flora stayed at his 
post until the end despite being “amidst a 
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celebrations marking 200 years of inde­
pendence.

He argues: “This unfortunate attitude 
which reinforces separateness, is the 
offspring of an educational system whose 
purpose was to make blacks feel inferior 
and apart from the mainstream. The 
remnants of Jim Crow (statutes enacted by 
the Southern states beginning in the 1880's 
which legalised segregation between the 
races) still behave as an invisible band 
which keeps us divided, grasping for an 
American we can call 'ours'."

Barboza says the monument to black 
patriots will "make us see that the history 
of blacks did not begin with the bus 
boycotts of the 1950’s. but rather had its 
roots deep in America s past. ’ The siting 
of the tribute, he says, is important. He 
and other campaigners want it to be 
directly opposite the memorial to the 56 
signers of the US Constitution, in gardens 
separating the Lincoln Memorial and the 
Washington Monument.

________________________________Barboza argues. "The patriots' memo- 
” Z____ 3 rial must be closest to these things with

For slaves like James Robinson, ot which jt shares a common history and with
Louisiana, it was back to slavery, after whlch jt js communally perceived to have
being decorated for valour at the battles ot no re|atlonship at ai|. Only then can the
Brandywine and Yorktown. Even after . . .. -u_---- , .
volunteering for the 1812 war against the 
British, Robinson was not freed until after

memorial explode the myths and misper­
ceptions."

It is the spirit of patriots like James 
Robinson, the slave who fought in two 
wars but was still denied his freedom, that 
is the real backbone of America. Barboza 
claims.

He says: “People lose sight of some very 
fundamental things. They define success as 
education, wordly goods, external things. 
But there are certain things you need to 
survive — perseverance, desire, strength. 
These elements were possessed by people 
that happened to be slaves, people who 
survived horrendous indignities.

“Some of us don’t know what we have 
unless we look back. We’re all descendants 
of these people, black or white, descen­
dants in spirit. Like Mr Robinson’s free­
dom, the patriots memorial is long 
overdue.

had believed that the scheme was a 
showpiece of high technology farming 
making a profit. In fact it has never 
been so.

First hint of the setback came in mid­
August with the announcement that the 
project was being shifted from South 
Clarendon to land in adjoining St 
Catherine and that the acreage would be 
planted in bananas.

The policy of the Seaga Government has
37

USA

Black heroes remembered
After being ignored for more than 200 years, black heroes of the 

from New York.
T^he forgotten heroes of America’s Re- 
A volutionary War are suddenly being 

rediscovered. The black soldiers who 
helped defeat the British in 1776, ignored 
for 210 years because of their colour, are 
finally being recognised.

After years of lobbying by black histo­
rians and others, a monument to the 5,000 
blacks who fought in the war will shortly be 
erected in Washington. A bill calling for 
such a monument recently passed the 
House of Representatives without opposi­
tion and is expected to be approved by the 
Senate by Christmas.

It will be the first time mainstream 
America will have formally saluted the 
black patriots of the Revolutionary War, 
whose role has been excluded from most 
history books. Of the 5,000 slaves and 
freed black men who took up arms, only 
one gets regular mention in the accounts of 
the war — Crispus Attucks, whom many 
Americans will know as the first casualty of 
the Revolution.

But few of them will know — because 
the books neglect to mention it — that 
Attucks, shot dead at the 1770 Boston 
Massacre, was a runaway slave from 
Massachusetts. Only chronicles of the war 
written mainly by black historians in the 
past few years have begun to reveal the 
extent of the black soldier’s role in the war.

pres
Patriots Foundatior 
childhood memory < 
his grandmother’s 
showed his grea 
Civil War uniforr

He visited the Library of Congress and 
discovered a wealth of black history that 
has largely remained hidden, a fact he said 
has contributed to an “ambivalence 
among black American’s today about

Jamaica

An economic misadventure
One of the most promising agricultural diversification programmes 
inaugurated by Prime Minister Edward Seaga’s Government in 
Jamaica has come badly unstuck. Cedric Lindo reports from Kingston.

TJrime Minister Edward Seaga's 
I economic policies have been dealt a

mwell, were in the boat with Washing- severe blow that follows hard on the heavy 
when he made his famous crossing of voting in Jamaica’s local elections w

- - - - months ago in favour of former Prime
Minister Michael Manley's opposition 
People’s National Party.

It has just come to light that the hig 
profile, much-vaunted Spring Plain winter 
vegetable project has lost more than 
million in four years. Until now the pu
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February 1984 produced ten inches of rain.

Your gateway to West Africa

I
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FREETOWN-MONROVIA-ABIDJAN-A£fflA-LM©S
Service begins the moment you call

SIERRA LEONE AKM
Flights depart London (Gatwick) every Saturday and 

Paris (Orly) every Friday and Saturday
For further information telephone or contact-

TRAVEL & TOURISM LTD.
IG.S.A. for Sierra Leone Airlinesl

34 St. George Street, London W1R 9FA. Telephone: 01 - 491 3291/408 0676
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Prime Minister Edward Seaga: another blow to 
his public standing
good yields.

By January 1983 good quality vegetables 
were being exported to the US, making use 
of transportation via a cargo plane en route 
to the US from Venezuela.

But mistakes in spraying for disease and 
the inability to make full use of the cargo 
space produced a loss. Then a single day in hopes. They

been not to take the public into its 
confidence and there was no other infor­
mation The silence produced a storm of 
protest. A |oint statement revealing the 
facts was then issued from tin former and 
present chairmen oi the National Invest­
ment Bank of Jamaica. The former chair­
man is Dhiru Tanna. a highly regarded 
business consultant, originally from Ugan­
da. The present chairman is Mayer Mata- 
Ion. who controls vast business interests in 
Jamaica and is the head of one of Jamaica's 
most successful business families.

To a stunned public the statement re­
vealed a loss in the first year, 1982-83. of 
just under JS7 million, of JS11 million in 
the second and of JS29.9 million in the 
third. Losses in 1985-86 could be around 
JS30 million. As this is taxpayers' money 
the public is furious.

The statement did show a degree of bad 
luck, mainly because of a change in the 
rain pattern in the South Clarendon. It said 
statistics over 91 years to 1961 had shown 
the area to be "a virtual desert" during the 
five months when vegetables would be 
grown for the US and British markets. 
Monthly rainfall was between one and one- 
half inches and two and one-half inches.

In the Seventies rainfall between 
December and April was even less. In 1982 
the government invested heavily in the 
project after an experimental plot de­
veloped by Eli Tisona of Israel had shown

Excess moisture in the harvested vege­
tables led to huge losses

The next year unseasonable rains struck 
again, and were aggravated by mistaken 
forecasting 1 - m;iUimg intelligence 
firms in the US and Britain. I he market 
forcherrv tomatoes had been badly overes­
timated. The chan men savthey received a 
50-page document lull ot apologies u 
added: "The project does not benefit from 
their apologies."

Other reasons for the losses have bee 
given as a drop in the value of the pouno 
sterling and a fall in the US prices. * ese 
price factors have always been a prob cm 
with farmers but the huge amounts. ) 
Jamaican standards, have come as a shoe •

The transfer to a different area 
hoped, avoid unseasonable rains. * e 
statement emphasises that the other 
government projects in the area — over 
200 acres of mangoes, a 30-acre expen- 
mental plot of grapes, a large fish farm and 
now the increased acreage of bananas " 
should, over ten years, more than offset 
the losses in the vegetables grown for the 
US and Britain.

It stresses that the yield per acre in 
bananas, more than 20 tons, is now higher 
than that of a banana project in the east 
which is deemed a great success. But 
people are not much concerned with future 
’ . ^ y see a J$70 million loss which
must come out of their pockets.
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The crucial factor . .. was the 
certainty that Reagan would 
veto the proposed legislation.

USA

Triumph for black sanctions lobby
Jeremy Harding, reporting from Washington, examines the role of Afro-American pressure groups in getting

American organisation based in the capi­
tal. w hich seeks to influence the legislative 
and executive on the formulation of US 
foreign policy in "the black Third World.”

Under normal circumstances, a confer­
ence of delegates from both chambers of racist. ----- .. .
the legislative — the House and the Senate "Ronald Reagan, s e
— would have debated the Bill. The House enough to be a racis . c
would then have had a chance to win back generalities: Communism .r . , , . b , , tc Soviets bad.some of its tougher sanctions proposals, 
attenuated by the Senate. But the time 
factor was paramount, and the Bill had to 
be on the President’s desk as early as 
possible in order to avoid a "pocket veto"
— a veto by default, which would have 
allowed Reagan to sit on the Bill without a 
formal decision one way or the other. A 
pocket veto kills a Bill simply because 
Congressional recess begins before the 
statutory ten day limit for a Presidential 
response to proposed legislation has ex­
pired.

Proponents of sanctions in the House 
cut their losses and opted for a rapid vote 
on the Senate version of the Bill, jettison­
ing the idea of a bicameral conference. 
Intense activity followed Reagan’s formal 
veto, as the Legislative drove for a two- 
thirds majority in both chambers to over­
ride the President. The majority was 
assured in the House, which voted to 
override the veto on 29 September by 313 
to 83. It was in the Republican-dominated 
Senate that the President and his allies 
were working to break the override.

But Senate Republicans were divided

approved it.
The Senate version of the Bill included a 

ban on the import of coal, iron, steel and 
strategic minerals from South Africa and 
Namibia, severance of air links, a ban on 
all new investment and on the export of US 
petroleum products, computer technology 
and weapons. While many regarded these 
as adequate sanctions, they fell short of the 
House’s sweeping proposals.

Why was the House, where pro-sanc­
tions sentiments were running high, pre­
pared to settle for the Senate’s version of 
the Bill, as it did on 12 September by an 
overwhelming majority of 308 to 77? The 
answer lies in the intricacies of US con­
stitutional procedure — a narrow chicane 
through which all the painstaking efforts of 
black, labour, church and humanitarian

~ -----------o, —.,t,u6uvm «»<W»UH6I
the Sanctions Bill onto the statute books.
A/Tajor trade and economic measures 
IV Aagainst South Africa became law on 
2 October as the Senate overrode Presi­
dent Reagan's veto on sanctions with a 
decisive majority of 78 to 21.

The vote marks the final stage of a 
running battle between the President and 
the US Congress over sanctions legislation 
and further undermines the administra­
tion’s ailing policy of constructive engage­
ment.

The current sanctions legislation took a 
long and complex route to the statute 
book. It was introduced in the House of 
Representatives as a result of intense overwhelming 
pressure from anti-apartheid lobbying answer lies in 
groups in Washington and elsewhere. Most stitutional proc 
notable of these is Trans Africa, an Afro- through which

uuscu in inc capi- black, labour, ciiuiuii unu numaimanun 
tai, which seeks to influence the legislative anti-apartheid organisations were being

------- - squeezed. The crucial factor in manoeuv­
res on Capitol Hill was the certainty that 
Reagan would veto the proposed legisla­
tion, which he duly did on 26 September.

^"Fordgn'le^io^Tommi'Ue 

leader Robert Dole, who hoped to rally the 
Senate behind the President

In Washington, the waiting was stra.ned 
and attentive. Two Ato-Amenajit aet.v.

i"ng!e"f°r,s for S113"86 SOUlher" Afnca 
would be intensified.--------------------

Mandatory sanctions
want the Usi?

— a view reiterated recently by Coretta 
Seott King on her return from southern 
Africa and by the Reverend Jesse Jackson, 
who also advocates increased US aid fur 
the front line states to mitigate the effects 
of destabilisation in Pretona.

At a press conference in Washington on 
13 September. Rev Jackson accused the 
President of pursuing "race conscious- 
policies in southern Africa, though he said 
[hat Ronald Reagan himself was not a 
racist. Jacqueline Wilson of W O A concurs. 
-Ronald Reagan." she says, isn t clear 
enough to be a racist. He is clear on two 
generalities: Commu-m bad. capitalism 
good; US good. Soviets bad. That s the 
depth of his analysis of these issues." 
Debate on the President s character and 
motives is largely peripheral. It does, 
however, illustrate the extent to which 
feelings have intensified in the US over the 
issue of apartheid. On the basis of Con­
gressional voting alone, it is clear that the 
policy of constructive engagement has 
isolated the White House

There are Reagan loyalists in the US 
Congress who will light to have the 
sanctions taw repealed, pressing the condi­
tionality clauses of the legislation which 
stipulated that sanctions can be relaxed it 
Pretoria shows progress in the dismantling 
of apartheid. Nonetheless the conditions 
arc stiff, and include the release ot Mande­
la abolition of the Group Areas Act and 
the unbanning of majority-backed political 
parties. That will make matters tough for 
S "But°for TransAfrica. WOA and others 
who still wish to sec comprehensive man- 
d itorv sanctions adopted by the US. the 
road ahead is likely to be equally hard 
eoine.

Almost a decade old now, TransAfrica 
began preparing the ground early on for a 
widespread sanctions movement in the US 
with concerted public education campaigns 
in schools and workplaces. It also lobbied 
assiduously on Capitol Hill, developing 
links with the Congressional Black Caucus 
and working behind the scenes to galvanise 
a broad bipartisan coalition of representa­
tives in favour of sanctions. TransAfrica 
was the driving force behind mass protests, 
involving arrests of many Afro-American 
celebrities, outside the South African em­
bassy in Washington.

Another parallel organisation, the 
Washington Office on Africa (WOA). has 
also been pushing for sanctions and numer­
ous changes in US policy on southern 
Africa WOA has campaigned for 14 years 
to end US support for minority rule in the 
region. It keeps up a steady stream of 
educational materials on South Africa, 
briefing churches, peace groups, labour 
organisations and others on background 
history and current developments in the 
area.

By June 1986, with mounting pressure 
from TransAfrica, WOA and other 
groups, the House of Representatives 
approved a bill advocating a total trade 
boycott against South Africa and full 
divestment of all US holdings, public and 
private. The Bill went to the Senate, where 
it was debated, modified and approved. 
From there it returned once again to the 
House. But it was now in less stringent 
form than it had been when the House first 
AFRICAN CONCORD 16 OCTOBER 1986
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Robert Mugabe recently spoke at the United Nations General 

,int-|- . .Jeremy Harding reports from New York.

Ak: munu\." he said, would bring peace to the 
region.

Hie Non-aligned chairman stressed the 
importance of multilaleial approaches to 
international conflicts. ascribing the faiitiie 
to resolve deteriorating situations in the 
Middle East Central America and Africa 
to a c;isis of faith in multilateralism, in this 
regard, he also called for an international 
conference on the Middle East and en­
dorsed the rights of the Palestinians to self- 
determination.

A brake on the arms race and impre 
meats in the world economic situation.• 
Mugabe, would likewise be achieved by 
’•creative commitment to the 
multilateralism.” Affirming t 
implementation of immedia 
enshrined in Stage One of Global Negotia­
tions. he restated the importance of the 
New International Economic Order as a 
whole and commented later at a press 
conference: "We have all been working 
hard io get justice done tor the developing 
countries " I le added "Our economiesaie 
tottering because ot depressed markets.” 
Citing lack ot finance and technological 
flows into Third World economies as 
central issues to be debated al the UN. he 
described the debt burden on the develop­
ing world as "a monster devouring most of 
our economic systems ”

Pressed on the question of US aid to 
/' ... a'v.'.u a bone of contention since 
■ . ; ■ .mnounccd its mkntion to cur olf

Carter Administration to the emerging 
Zimbabwean Government to recompense 
white minority property holders and 
undertake the acquisition of land. That 
context, said Mugabe, had since changed, 
as had the US Administration. In any ca 
he reiterated, the question of Zimbabwe 
sovereignly was "not negotiable. He 

poor and eat

. i nbabv can Prime ' Imisier and 
•’n-.oigned chairm i Robert 
'- addressed the I N General 
IT on 2 October, the i S Senate

.. I'.u;; i >e tinal \ on sanctions

sovereignly was "not neg< 
added: "We would rather be 
grass but remain sovereign.”

As a frontline premier. Non-Aligned 
chairman and Commonwealth head 
state. Mugabe’s continued support ror 
sanctions clearly raises questions regarding 
the ability of Zimbabwe to withstand 
retaliation by Pretoria. Mugabe believes 
that retaliatory pleasures from South 
Africa will cut both ways. "South Africa is 
more dependent on us than yve are depen­
dent on them.” he told reporters.

He invoked South .Africa’s relatively 
high investment levels in Zimbabwe, con­
trasting them with minimal Zimbabwean 
asset.*, in South Africa. If the worst came to 
the worst, he indicated, he would 
nationalise South African enterprises in 
Zimbabwe and cut remittances to some 
tO.littn Zimbabwean national** currently 
resident.m South Africa. This in itseli. he 

.inu worth 
.. -"a lot of

•

■

T '.in* ■: ilw Assembly’s -list session 
"•* t the : nda of the eighth Non-

Aligned summit before the gathering.
Consistent with the emphasis of the 

-ummit itself and of the Non-aligned 
['•reign ministers meeting in Luanda last 
year, his address focused chiefly on the 
current crisis in southern Africa. He drew 
attention to the situation in Namibia, 
commenting on the number of nations that 
had won independence since UN Resolu­
tion 1514 on decolonisation six vears ago. 
But Namibia, he noted, remained under 
South African domination.

i he I N. said Mugabe, must condemn 
South \lnca. as the Non-aligned nations 
had k i its occupation oi Namibia, as well 
as .i overall policy ot destabilisation in 
- uthc Africa. He also characterised the 
notion >• ’linkage.’ — tvmg N imibian 
indepc. <e to the withdraw.i. oi Cuban 
tn n 'in Angola - as "unacceptable ” 
S ... Mug'be continued, was

i n :i cits is " 1 he root cause.” 
nil id.” He called for 

A ■ ..... er, to subscribe to ll>.

Mugabe conceded that sanctions ug.iinst 
Victoria would entail hardships for Zim­
babwe. particularly in terms of revenue 
losses from textile and chemical exports to 
Pretoria. "These aie some of the things we 
must endure.” he said. "There has to be a 
fight against apartheid by all of us and we 
are prepared to do our lot.”

News of defeat for the Reagan .Ad­
ministration on sanctions came midway 
through Mugabe’s press conference, as a 
reporter interrupted proceedings with 
details from Washington (xee sanctions 
article). “I say. well done to the people of 
the United States.” Mugabe responded. 
"When peoples of the world interact at 
non-governmental levels." he said, •’there 
is a reciprocity of feeling that transcends 
hard and fast positions of state. Leaders 
come and leaders go. but the people live 
forever.”

Whether the mass of Americans are able 
to keep up continued pressure on Pretoria 
for an end to apartheid remains to be seen. 
Hie US anti-apartheid movement could 
yet find that the wind of domestic oppos­
tion to the South African regime has 
dropped awa\ in the wake of sanctions 
legislation. Ie i\mg a li.iid core of lobbyists



World 

'&■

’pointed am- 
has also held

world’s people. Ted Morello reports from New York.

confidence” — that it “needs revitalisation 
.. to bring it in line with the priorities of a 
changing world." He called for urgent 
consideration of the UN’s financial crisis, 
and warned:

“The crisis, if allowed to persist, has the

&

Choudhury, new UN General

Then, suggesting that the Third World 
might well give a lesson to the deficit- 
plagued UN, he added: “We, in countries 
like Bangladesh, are experts at managing 
things with very small resources.”

Clearly, this year the Third World has 
one of its own in the chair. Choudhury is 
no stranger to the job. As one of 16 vice- 
presidents of the 39th assembly session in 
1984, he took his turn at wielding the gavel 
in the occasional absence of then-President 
Paul Lusaka of Zambia.

This year, with the endorsement of the 
Asian group whose turn it is to hold the 
regionally rotated presidency, Choudhury 
was elected in his own right to succeed the 
40th session’s Jaime de Pinies of Spain. He 
will hold the office until his successor is 
chosen on the opening day of the 42nd 
assembly next September.

In his inaugural speech, Choudhury 
asserted that the UN faces a “crisis of 
AFRICAN CONCORD 16 OCTOBER 1986

______.n.s.nanonipnuu country

our compatriots in regions where poverty 
and deprivation mark everyday existence. 
It is the aspirations of these peope that the 
United Nations embodies.

“Take, for instance, my own political 
constituency in Sylhet, located in a remote 
comer of Banglad ’• Tin- in some places 
there almost stands still. Not much sign of 
the 20th Century is to be seen, while the 
world hurtles towards the 21st.”

His speech was received with acclama­
tion. Then, shortly after his election, the 
urbane Choudhury bridled at a press 
conference characterisation of Bangladesh 
as “one of the poorest countries in the 
world." He replied tartly:

“I do not know what you mean by my 
coming from one of the poorest countries 
in the world. Poor in the monetary sense, 
perhaps. But we are a country of 100 
million people, and for a determined 
people, human resources can be an asset."

The new President
Humayun Choudi—.^,,    
Assembly president
UN business has been conducted, he said:

“No one has decreed that we must adopt 
several hundred resolutions at every Gen­
eral Assembly session —just as no one has 
decreed that we must generate mountains 
of paper every year which no one can 
possibly read, let alone absorb or act uj

"Can we not make our gene 
purposeful? Must we perpetual 
cy to act as though the pas 
resolution absolves us of further 
bility for the subject in question?"

He ticked off the key agenda challenges 
that have so far defied the UN’s best

United Nations

‘Don’t forget the poor’ 
The new man in the presidential chair of the United Nations General 
Assembly is Foreign Minister Choudhury of Bangladesh. In his 
acceptance speech he reminded his colleagues of the poverty and 
deprivation that marks the everyday existence of so many of the

'IT’oreign Minister Humayun Rasheed 
JT Choudhury of Bangladesh — one of 
the world’s least developed countries — 
accepted the presidential chair of the newly 
convened 41st United Nations General . . . . th
Assembly with some emotion when he “The crisis, if allowe 0 Pe . ’- 
reminded his colleagues from 158 nations: potential of crippling the organisation to 

gbm^^rT^t^ is:
™°f ™nya-rf.^ a.CX aroradous effort <o break with .he 

past.” Of mounting criticism of the way 

0

140-plus i 
schedule 
Choudhury’s 
ahead.The new President should have trouble following the interventions —  e "° 
without interpretation. He is fluent C° 
English and French, the UN’s prinC) **? 
working languages, as well as in Beru»-Ci 
Urdu and Italian. In addition, he ha * 
working knowledge of two other offil a. 
UN languages — Spanish and Arabic 3 
and of Portuguese, German and Bah Indonesia. asa

Choudhury’s diplomatic career dit 
back beyond the birth of the country h represents. When he joined the fort­
service in 1953, today’s sovereign nation*8*? 
Bangladesh was still the eastern provi °f 
of Pakistan — separated by a thous**^ 
miles of India from western Pakistan a 
so it would remain until the 1971-72 independence.  *" ar ot

Choudhury’s pasf —
During the war years, as chjHrf'^r 

Bangladesh mission in New o .. . 
Choudhury negotiated recognition of infant nation with over 40 governm™ 1 lhe

In 1972, he became the Banglad' k 
Government’s first ambassador to VV*” 
Germany, with concurrent accreditat*e'St 
Switzerland, Austria and the Holy $c*?n,to 
was also Bangladeshi representative'l 
UN International Atomic Enerev ln?the 
UN Industrial Development Orcanic • he 
both based in Vienna. 6 "“ation.

After four years in Bonn. Choudh was appointed first ambassador to <J. 
Arabia with concurrent accreditat'5au<** 
Jordan and Oman. Simultaneous^*1 i!° 
represented his country as perm- representative to the Organisation oT”?1 
Islamic Conference. ‘ foe

1982 he was appointed bassador to Washington. He has als k*"1’
--Rome. Baghdadi .C,d 

Lisbon and Jakarta. Last May, Choi’au S’ 
was elected a member of parliament **Ury

On entering the foreign .service k trained in the Pakistan Foreign Offi » ,e 
other government departments i? a!ld 

.ao ~  British Foreign Office and other <>n d,e
"a Md °n lhc asscmbly lo take ment departments, in the British Fwf™' 
a bold and decisive step here and now to and Commonwealth Office in Lund "1'8" 

amnh. a"d a° * 'C ilbhorre"t system of at the Fletcher School of Law and D|,u"d 
apartheid and to find a just and lasting macy in Massachusetts. U U,Pl«-

p°" '° ,be Problem of the Middle East In 1984. he was awarded the Mahatm 
and Palestine." Gandhi Peace Prize by William anden^tiCa elIhe UN ",he on|y organisation University in Virginia in recognition of h? 
enjoying the confidence of the world outstanding contribution to wor|d ‘nis 
community” in dealing with other knottv. through his diplomatic activities. (Kace

41

perennial agenda items: disarmamem 
human rights, the environment.

Among the newer problems, he added 
"drug abuse and terrorism . assuming unprecedented proportions a”* 
causing death and misery to many all os

All of the issues he cited are among items on the 41st session's L, 
• and will be debated und’* 

chairmanship in the U(.."

repi

tn June

teral debates d,P^™“d Jakarta 
ite a tenden- 
issage of a 

responsi-
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Commodities

Cocoa

way. both working at below 
capacity, the other four have 
ceased to be operational.

The good news on the hori­
zon is that by December the 
first phase of the S300 million 
project to restore the corridor is 
scheduled for completion, and 
then the route will handle 60 
per cent of the frontline states 
trade. By the time the second 
phase is finished in mid-1989 
the frontline states will have 
ceased their dependence on the 
South African railway system. 
But it is the interim period that 
caused SADCC the most worn-, 
and whether or not Pretoria will

; militarily 
, corridor.

Nnamdi Anyadike

Tlte corridor is one of six 
outlets to the sea that the land­
locked frontline states have 
which border South Africa. The 
other routes have either de­
teriorated or else have ceased 
functioning altogether. The re­
maining five are the Chinese 
built Tazara railroad linking 
Zambia with the Tanzanian 
port of Dar es Salaam, the 
Benguela railway through An­
gola. the Blantyre to Nacala 
route linking the Malawi capital 
to the Mozambique port of 
Nacala. the Blantyre to Beira 
route, and the Harare to 
Maputo route. However with 
the exception of the ‘Beira

Botha’s threat to US grain shipments
VIII clumsy attempt by South 
African Foreign Minister Pik 
Botha to sway the opinion of 
the US Senate on 2 October 
who were deciding whether to 
oven ide President Reagan’s 
sanctions veto, almost certainly 
led to the override being carried 
through by a substantial 78-21 
majority. But the sinister con­
tent of the phone call by Botha 
to kc\ Senators needs to be 
examined.

In essence what Botha said 
was if the White House veto 
was overriden, then he would 
seek to ban South .African 
importation of US grain, most 
ot n destined tot Atric.in states 
tuither north. His plea was of 
the usual ‘you leave me no 
alternative” varietv and he ins­
tilled his countrx’s position in a 
BBC interview “They are 
diowning us Hiey are digging 
out glares, and when I moan 
about it I am told I am interfer­
ing.” Whether his government’s 
calculated decision to starve 
black African states to the north 
is the appropriate action ot a 
cormtiy being “drowned.” is 
arguable, but the premise of 
Ihctotia’s retaliation might well

In a sense there are two 
strands to the South African 
threat to reta'-.ate against its 
neighbours The first is the 
bam-. • : of US gram from arrix- 

•g South Atnean ports for 
sb pment northwards The 
scsvoo s me poss: ?’.e refuxv by

Meanwhile, concern con­
tinues to be voiced in Europe 
about the state of the Nigerian 
crop. A spokesman at Gill and 
Duffus. the important London 
commodity trading syndicate, 
have confirmed earlier reports 
that concern over the Nigenan 
crop has led to it being dis­
counted by as much as 30 per 
cent below the prevailing aver­
age world price. One of the 
traders told African Concord 
that since the abolition of the 
NCB. European buyers have 
only been prepared to buy Nige­
nan cocoa on discount.

“We get calls from Nigerian 
exporters all the time asking us 
to buy cocoa. But until we have 
actually seen the crop, we are 
not in a position to judge its 
quality.” The trader said that 
with new exporters entenng the 
market replacing the NCB. 
there are two risks facing fore- 

corridor'aiid the Tazara rail- ign buyers. Firstly, there is the 
• • • - risk that exporters in Nigeria

will not honour their commit­
ment and produce the cocoa, 
and secondly, the crop when it 
does arrive might be of dubious 
quality.

According to the trader, es­
tablishing a free market in cocoa 
without the necessary controls 
could damage the country’s pos­
ition severely as a cocoa expor­
ter. “As a percentage of world 
production. Nigeria's output is 
small, and if importers cannot 
be guaranteed good quality 
from Nigeria, they will switch 
their attention to other expor­
ters.”

Estimates for the new sea­
son’s crop (1 October 19S6-31 
September 19S7) is put at 80.000 
tonnes, which is a third down 
from the 120.000 tonnes pro­
duced in the 19S5-S6 season 
This crop has been further de­
pleted by ‘black pod disease 
which has ravaged Nigeria’s 
crop for the past two seasons-

I ven farmers 
........ .....IV harvest their 

crop early before the beans are 
ready in order to avoid contami­
nation. However, this practice 
will need to be curbed through 
the gieater use of chemica 
spiaying. If farmers yield U 
temptation and pick the crof 
beloie u is ready. in order t< 
tend off black rod disease oi 
the one hand, and cash in on th 
.lughei puces currently bein 
paid b\ Nigenan exporters o 
the other, the future of th

further emergency food aid in 
1986. Botswana and Mozam­
bique.

So in the present crop season 
not only is there no short term 
food shortage but the problem 
within the biggest exporter in 
the Southern African Develop­
ment Coordination Council 
(SADCC). that is Zimbabwe, is 
actually how to get rid of un­
wanted surplusses. These are 
estimated to be at least 1.4 
million tonnes of grain stored in 
the country’s warehouses, with 
no market. When Zimbabwe 
implemented the economic 
sanctions agreed at the London 
mini-summit it was left with no 
buyers for the estimated 
200.000 tonnes of grain it once 
sold Pretoria.

The present threat by Botha 
could hardly arrive at a more 
opportune moment to empty 
Zimbabwe’s overflowing 
warehouses. At a stroke Zim­
babwe could supply states like 
Zambia with grain in place of 
South Africa, and deplete its 
stocks at the same time.

But here lies the second ele­
ment in Botha’s possible re­
taliatory package, the S.AR 
monopoly of the transport sys­
tem. Whether it is Botha’s in­
tention to recall the estimated 
'.000 SAR locomotives in use   
at any one time on the SADCC attempt to sabotage 
railway system in order to stop the repairing of the ci 
them moving Zimbabwean 
gram through the region, is not 
y et known, but if it is. then the 
results could be catastrophic. 
Without the railway system, 
transporting gram will mean a 
long haul bv nucks clogging ur

recon’s, small rural roads. Tarl 01 lheir four-nation 
:F. Wcm Atnc.ui tout comi'nsing 'h'“‘

.nv.v-; ■ Cow dTvoire. Ghana. Nigeria added incentive K> h;
• cogniran: c: t'e South *uui Cameroon, the Cocoa
- v'd c • ts -cz ar, the Association ot I ondon (CAI) 

arrived in I agos on 23 Septem­
ber Hie group, which first vis­
ited Cote d'hoiie and Ghana

Cowon.’No III), have 
been holding talks with Nigenan 
exporters. Vhcv ate believed to 
be utgmg them to install a 
sc.f.sfactoiv svstem ol inspection 
to replace the Nigerian Cocoa 
Board VNCB) mspeetoiafi' that 
bus now been abolished.

Al RIC AN CONCORD lo OCTOBER 19S«
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Tea

Gambia

Congo

Sugar

Copper

ieral
i their

ber $121 a 
$135.20 a tonne.

coastal basin in the south.
Overall crude oil output this 

year is expected to decline to an 
estimated 5.54 million tonnes 
from 1985’s total of 5.82 million 
tonnes. The drop is a result of 
the fall in production of E|ps 
main inshore fields (Pointe-In- 
dienne. Mengo, Kundji, and 
Bindi). Expected oil revenue 
this year is forecast to be in the 
region of S800 million, com­
pared with $1.1 billion last year.

per was £915 a tonne, and three 
month copper £940 a tonne.

By the close of the week, 
Friday 3 October, prices were 
cash grade A copper £917 a 
tonne, three month grade A 
copper £941.50 a tonne. Stan- QUALITY teas have slart«> • 

v a ivnne. At the start of dard copper ended at cash cop- show signs at the latest o 
■eek, Monday 29 Septem- per £894 a tonne, and three tea auct.on of falling in value 
prices were September month copper £920 a tonne. though the poorer b end 
5.50 a tonne, December maintaining pnee levels^At the
* a tonne and March 1987 1 . ni 

ON the London 
change (LME), c0 
fell during the week negating 
most of the price rises of the 
previous two weeks. At the start 
of the week, Monday 29 Sep­
tember, copper grade A cash 
copper was £937.75 a tonne, and 
_e^mo?th coPPer £961 a ton-

Star.da.J copper cash cop-

Monday auction, 31,585 pack­
ages were on offer and East 
African quality teas managed in 

 spite of the general price 
in Geneva, weakening to retain their value 

rose slightly to from ^e previous auction.
’ ’ ' • Central African quality teas

rose by as much as 4-6p kg from 
the previous auction. This con­
firms the trends established 
through the summer months of 
good demand for African teas, 
often at the expense of teas 
from the Indian sub-continent. 
Price quotations at the auction 
were quality teas 195p a kg, 
medium teas 163p a kg and low 
medium teas 126p a kg.

:t agreement  __ package'<
iota system = ArOUIld Africa support ti

IMF thumbs up
GAMBIA'S economic recovery 
programme has received further 
endorsement by the IMF. A 13. 
month standby loan of SDR 5 1 
million, an SDR 4.7 million 
compensatory facility, and an 
SDR 8 million structural adjust- 
ment facility, are to be made 
available over the next three 
years as part of an IMF financial 
package of SDR 17.8 million to 
support the government's recov- 
ery programme.

Formal approval of the pack­
age was given on 19 September 
after a joint World Bank/IMF 
meeting in Washington on 26 

at the August to assess the country’s 
a $27 medium term recovery pro. 

standby gramme. The two bodies were 
I Bank is said to be very impressed with 

the progress made so far in its 
programme which aims to raise 
real economic growth by 3.3 5 
per cent a year over the next 
three years.

Measures so far introduced by 
Gambia include a flexible ex­
change rate system, a crack­
down on tax and duty evasion, a 
cut back on civil service staff, 
and a programme of privatisa­
tion for state-owned tourism 
and fishing companies.

Under the three-pan pack- 
□p in oil prices age, the standby loan of SDR 
thevear 5.1 million will support the 

 government’s 1986-7 adjust­
ment measures, primarily aimed 
at raising output through pro­
duction incentives and new pric­
ing policies. The SDR 4.7 mil­
lion compensatory financing 
facility can be drawn imrnedi- 

,nco’s ately. and will be used to offset 
nised th* shortfall in export earnings 

’ and fish (Gam­
bia's main hard currency ear­
ners). The final part, the SDR 8 
million structural adjustment

43

 nnantc in anothpr 100 countries.

SUGAR fell during the week 
for both the London Daily Price 
(LDP) and refined white sugar. 
Prices for most futures contracts 
though remained stable. At the 
start of the week, Monday 29 
September, the LDP for raw 
sugar was $125 a tonne and 
white sugar was $179 a tonne. 
Futures contracts were October 
$103.40 a tonne, December 
$121 a tonne and March $134.40 
a tonne. By the close of the 
week, Friday 3 October, the 
LDP was $118.50 a tonne and 

i V'*'1'”* *’/u* “ lu“' white sugar $170.50 a tonne, 
n ard copper cash cop- Futures contracts were Decern- 
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FOLLOWING approval 
start of September for 
million 20-month IMF s 
arrangement, the World Bank is 
lending Congo $4 million for 
technical assistance in aid of the 
government’s strategy for diver­
sifying economic activity. The 
loan is for 17 years and provides 
a four year grace period, but the 
plan to diversify is a two year 
scheme and will focus on 
policies to promote the growth 
of the non-oil economic sector. 
As the recent World Bank 
report stated (African Concord 
No: 111), Congo has suffered 
more than most African coun­
tries from the droj 
since the start of t.._ ,.

The project will also help the 
government to design and im­
plement financial policies. To 
this end, a financial economist 
and macro-economic planner 
will be hired for its duration. 
But in the meantime, the pre- 
eminence of oil in Congo's in eX|

=i^S^ gstd 
through a strategy to promote The final ( 
the exploration of the central s(rucIJ

in the north and the

country’s production 
bleak.

On the London market at the 
close of trading, Friday 3 Octo- 

Prices December 
rt«? a ,onne' March 1987 
41,556 a tonne, and May 1987 
£1,580 a tonne. At the start of 
the wee1' u—1 — -
ber, p... 
£1,475.50 
f! tCmnC and Match 1987 
it,554.50 a tonne.

THE week before the October 6 
OPEC conference

 ----- - one of those crude oil prices  ,
ket quirks during the week just above $14 a barrel for the 

which so bedevils commodity key North Sea Brent crudes. At 
trading. Though all the factors the start of the week, Monday 
continue to be bullish (that is, in 29 September, Brent North Sea 
favour of strong market prices), crude stood at £13.50 a barrel 
onepc r substantja[]y and Dubai crude at £13.10 a

u~ reason for barrel. By the end of the week, 
•rice fall Friday 3 October, Brent crude 
- was £14.05 a barrel and Dubai

crude $13.80 a barrel.
In Geneva much discussion 

will be centred around the 
nature of the market 
to replace the que 
adopted at the August summit. 
It has been reported that the 

through- collateral damage done by Iran 
v season and Iraq to each other’s oil

exporting capacity has hidden Recovery scheme 
what is in fact a dangerous poi r ciu/img -»
tendency towards overproduc­
tion, in contravention of quotas, 
by certain OPEC states.

Whether opposition to the 
je strong enough to 

result in their being abandoned 
remains to be seen, but consum­
ers will be anxious to see some 
evidence that OPEC can con­
tinue to maintain market disci-

COFFEE showed cr.c of 
• quirks during the 
so bedevils commuuuy 

ling. Though all the factors 
tmue to be bullish

iavour of strong market prices), 
prices actually fell substantially 
during the week. The r 
the unexpected pr 
appears to be what is known as a 
‘technical correction’, that is to 
say heavy selling by the big 
traders of future positions, to 
release liquidity tied up 
future contracts to allow und< 
lying supply/demand factors to 
reassert themselves.

As will be the case t’ 
out the rest of the new season, 
which started on 1 October, it 
will be the state of the Brazilian 
crop that will strongly affect the 
market. The most African sup­
pliers like Cote d’Ivoire which 
exports ‘Robusta coffee’, and 
Kenya, which exports got 
quality coffee, can expect is to 
exploit the niche left in the 
market by the Brazilian short­
fall.

At the close of trading, Friday 
3 October, prices were Novem- plinc. 
ber £2,235 a tonne, January 
1987 £2,190 a tonne and March 
1987 £2,135 a tonne. At the start 
of the week, Monday 29 Sep­
tember. prices were September 
£2,457.50 a tonne, November 
£2,473 a tonne and January 
£2,420 a tonne.
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SFEM takes off
ALMOST unnoticed amid all 
the attention given to the start 
of Nigeria’s SFEM. Ghana's 
own first foreign exchange 
auction opened on 19 Septem-

rescheduling negotiations with 
the Mozambique Government 
' **■ , ‘ > years. Howev-

. agreement is unlikely to be 
iched until the government

.--ring
track all the way up 
Malawi border and will 
invaluable improvement 
nation's infrastructure.

ivernment 
t $1.1 bill 
fiscal yeai 
institution*

first auction went hurriedly but ward an IMF package. The 
smoothly.

jublic 
ngs. and a 
gricultural 
or a GDP 
•r cent by 
in the rate 

of inflation, currently at 10.5 
per cent.

appointment of Eneas Comiche 
as governor to the country’s 
central bank, Banco de Mozam­
bique, had facilitated progress. 
Mozambique’s former colonial 
power, Portugal had also gone 
some way towards breaking the 
deadlock. Under an agreement 

; year, the 
country agreed to reschedule 
S170 million in bilateral debt.

IMF negotiations
government MEETINGS between seven 

western banks, as well as IMF 
ils, com- 
late last 
are to 

iling of Japanese aid
FOLLOWING a three day state 

on 19

facility will support Gambia's 
adjustment programme to 1988- 
9.

Prior to the Washington

disbursement. The IMF has 
already provided two one-year 
standby arrangements to 
support the government’s recov­
ery programme. The last one for 
SDR 13 million, was approved 
in April. Central de Cooperation

The specific measures that are Economique (CCCE) for the 
to be implemented with the aid phase-two rehabilitation of the 
of the latest loan,.........................   ~ '
rehabilitation of the commercial 
banking system, a further reduc­
tion in the country’s cunent 
account deficit, the encourage­
ment of increased public and 
private domestic saving 
move towards more agr 
reforms. The aim is for 
growth rate of 4 per 
1988. and a reduction in

IMF steps in
IMF board approval for
Mauritania's economic recovery ^e'
programme was given on 22 _____>
September in the form of an 

auvMvu u» uvKiviu- SDR 15.9 million structural ad-
ber. The new Ghanaian SFEM ^S^nentJaC'y^-t^r 
will operate every Friday after- - K,t'
noon at auctions in Accra. As a 
market, its modus operandi is 
slightly different from the Nige­
rian SFEM in that it is less 
encompassing. The Ghanaian 
SFEM. drawn up and im­
plemented with IMF assistance, 
has the same goal as the Nige­
rian and other foreign exchange 
markets, that is. to bring the 
currency exchange rate close to 
levels obtained on the market, 
hence making the flourishing 
black market obsolete.

It aims to stimulate exports 
and domestic production, by 
introducing a more realistic ex­
change rate. However, whereas 
in Nigeria the SFEM is used for 
virtually all transactions barring 
debt servicing and government 
donations, in Ghana the SFEM 
deals with a more limited 
number of transactions. The 
‘first tier', that is the old official 
exchange rate, will still be in use 
for the importation of crude oil, 
essential drugs, 
debt senice payments, and 
other selected imports. The and Mozambican officials 
country’s main export cocoa will menced in Washington 1 
also go out under the first tier, month. The meetings 
This will leave the second tier discuss the reschedul 
for the rest of Ghana's import Mozambique's estimated $200 
and export trade. million commercial debt. The

The same fears that were bank advisory committee 
expressed about Nigeria's headed by the Paris based 
SFEM, notably that a few pow- Banque ■ * ’ T'
erful bidders will be able to includes 
exert undue influence on the Standard Chartered Bank, 
market, have been mentioned in France’s Societe General, and 
connection with the Ghanaian Portugal’s Banco Pinto & Sotto 
market. At the first auction. 74 Mayor, has been involved in 
bids were submitted and an ‘ * *’ 
exchange rate of SI to 128 was 
struck. The government has for the past two 
made S2.5 million available for er.---------- * "
the auction from a variety of rca< 
sources, though mainly export completes negotiations leading 
receipts and concessionary to an IMF standby facility.
loans. Bidders were required to Prior to the Washington h_r„_____________
fill in a special application form meeting, the seven banks met in teral co-operation. As part of
obtainable from the Bank of London on 23 September, and it the deal, the Japanese will send
Ghana detailing their bids in was understood that some a mission to Niger this month,
"J ™ - -u - movement had been made to- ’ ’

for current projects.
One project that seems likely 

for future Japanese-Niger coop­
eration is the reafforestation 
programme at Quallam in the 
northern Sahel zone. In return 
Niger will seek to increase its 
uranium deliveries to Japan, 
where it is already the fifth 
largest supplier, though produc­
tion levels are unlikely to in­
crease until the present depre­
ssed world price improves.

visit to Japan ending 
September. Niger’s President 
Kountche announced that Japan 
would provide $43 million in aid 
in fiscal 1986-7. Half of the total pcr 
will be for road rehabilitation, beei 
which is one of the govern- ragini 
ment’s main priorities. The rest, 
$25.7 million, will be disbursed 
jointly with the World Bank 
under its special sub-Saharan 
African facility.

was reported to 
satisfied with the

Kountche was reported to n ••• 
have been satisfied with the Brazilian aiu 
result of the meeting which he AT the enS of a three day visit 
hoped would boost further bila- to Zaire. Brazil's transport 
. i . )art mjnjstcr Cameiro Tavares, said

1 on 21 September thqt his
.v mid iiiuiiui, country will provide $65 riiillion 

to study ways of increasing aid for the construction of a gold
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Delay in reform
SUt>AN has delayed the 
economic reform package that 
the IMF and World Bank have 
been pressing for since last year. 
Apart from the well publicised 
food shortages in the south in 
the continuing civil war, the 
country has total forcing 
debts of $10 billion and IMF 
arrears of $300 million with no 
vis; I means of repayment.

A debt rescheduling agree­
ment between the country and 
its official and commercial cre­
ditors, has been firmly ruled out 
unless the country undertakes 
an economic reform pro- 

imme. The latest budget for 
j fiscal year 1986-7, was

Railway to be 
upgraded
A 165 million French franc ($ 
24.7 million) loan has been 
announced by France’s Caisse 
Central de Coopi 

i specific measures that are Economique (CCCE) 
implemented with the aid phase-two rehabilitatic

include the 615km Nacala railway. The loan 
is part of a wider project, last 
estimated at $100 million and, 
though financing arrangements 
are still far from complete, the 
breakdown looks like Canada 
$22 million, EEC $23.7 million. 
Finland $1 million, Italy $2.2 
million, Portugal $40 million 
(for phases one and two inclu­
sive), UK’s Overseas Develop­
ment Administration $3 million, 
and the Mozambican Govern­
ment $15 million. The pro­
gramme will mean replacing and ®^ar 
improving stretches of existing t"e 

the way up to f tember by finance minister, 
Berh;- Omar, and is a deficit 
budget of $1.2 billion. But the 
minister was confident that $796 
million of the deficit could be 
financed through forcing loans 
and grants.

The government predicts re­
venue at $1.1 billion in the 
coming fiscal year, though fi­
nancial institutions put the fi­
gure at $700 million. Expendi­
ture has been calculated at $2.26 
billion compared with $2,438 
billiui. in 1985-6. Out of this 25 
~*r cent, or $440 million, has 
oeen earmarked for the civil war 
__ging in the south of the 
country.



Business Forum
refiner}'. The refinery will be in Board (GMB) has already taken March 1986. What to do with

chances of alternative export 
markets to Zimbabwe’s neigh-
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PARTS
Very low 

freight rates
B&S DURBIN LTD 

(Established over 20 years) 
240 Northolt Road 

South Harrow 
Middlesex, England 

Tel: 01-422 1303 
Telex 896 274 DURBIN 0 
(Opposite South Harrow 

Middlesex Underground Slabom

Storage problem
WITH a continuing good 
vest in the country, Z:mb: 
now faces a major storage prob­
lem of where to put all its grain.

__  The parastatal Grain Marketing 
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Algeria 
Angola 
Benin 
Botswana 
Burkina Faso 
Burundi 
Cameroon 
Cape Verde Is 
Ccn Africa Rep 
Chad 
Comoros 
Congo Peoples Rep 
Cote d’Ivoire 
Djibouti Rep 
Egypt 
Equatorial Guinea 
Ethiopia 
Gabon 
Gambia 
Ghana 
Guinea Bissau 
Guinea Rep 
Kenya 
Lesotho 
Liberia

National Alumnium Comp?"'' 
and J ' 2..
Consultants.

Prime Minister Musokotwane 
urged Indian companies to in­
vest funds in Zambia.

Kilo in the Ituri sub-region to 
the east of the country, and is 
part of a wider Brazilian com­
mitment to the Zairean gold 
refining industry.

This was established in 1984 
■when the country helped to 
finance an expansion on behalf 
of the Zairean state-owned 
company office des Mines de 
Kilo-Moto (Okimo).

The current
to raise Zaire’s annual gold 
production to 6 tonnes. In meet­
ings with his Zaireari^dounter- a x» •part. Transport and Communi- AfrlCail ClUTCHCy RatCS

cations Minister Kasata Kinyan- • ' .
ty Mutati, Tavares- offered Country Currency Value of
Brazilian technical help on Dollar
transport and planning. He told 
Mutati about the similarities 
between the two countries given 
their size and tropical location.

LEYLAND, 
BEDFORD, FORD, 

MERCEDES-BENZ and 
other makes and models 
in stock. LHD and RHD. 

Engines, Axles, 
Gearboxes, Tyres, etc. 
Exporters to all parts of 
the world. Packing and 

shipping.

V- -
EMM ,s: 

COMMERCIALS

delivery of 1 million tonnes of the stocks remains a problem, 
grain and exports total de- given that the main export mar- 
liveries of 1.67 million tonnes of ket. South Africa, is ruled out 
maize by the 1986 season’s mid- by Zimbabwean sanctions. The 
October close. Though the pro- chances of alternative export 
jected figure is slightly down on markets to Zimbabwe’s neigh- 
the 1.8 million tonnes harvested bours are unlikely to provide a 
last year, the crop will still satisfactory substitute to their
present problems due to the own generally good harvests,
carryover stocks left from last The one remaining export
year. The prediction is that avenue would appear to be

project will aim carryover stocks will be above grain purchases by drought
*’c nnnudi .(he 14 million tonne level of stricken, or locust hit countries.

Indian visit
A ZAMBIAN delegation 
headed by Prime Minister 
Kcbby Musokotwane has been 
on a 12 day mission to India. 
The delegation, including Zam­
bian commerce and industry 
minister Jameson Kalaluka, and 
Minister of Finance Knsingo, 
had talks with the two Indian 
industrial corporations, Tata on 
steel projects and Birla for a 
wood pulp project.

These talks formed part of an 
overall strategy in seeking In­
dian assistance for the setting up 
of a steel rolling mill, an ------ -
aluminium smelter plant, paper Libya 
pulp and oil processing unit, and Madaj 
a fruit and vegetable processing 
plant.

The Zambian delegation also 
held talks with state owned 
Central Electricity Authority, 
x,"*:onal Alumnium Company

Metallurgical Engineering Nj|eria P

Rwanda 
Senegal
Sierra Leone 
Somali Rep 
South Africa 
Sudan Rep 
Swaziland 
Tanzania 
Togo Rep 
Tunisia 
Uganda 
•7-;— D.»p 

Zambia 
Zimbabwe
Source: Financial Times of London
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Theatre

Caribb.
buffet inna all a 
new
a col

Eugene Williams wl? S d'rcc“ 
describes the tester!“that •' 

'"durance [ared b.O''';"aeily 
they stniooU* °Ur ^'Omo 
in*een«y and‘Yv‘:r„ . .......

-asis-"'*..,.
Sistren’s work i« a ,

»«=&»■*.: 

"omen they '•seekmT of
Music
Balancing the 
elements
Anyone who is familiar with 
African Dawn will have noticed a 
change in its presentation and 
performance The change is not 
so much between the group’s act 
in the past with what it is doing 
now, as with the equilibrium, 
simplicity and communication of 
its performances.
The African Dawn collective has 
now adopted orature — the unity, _____ _________
fusion and integration of art forms African costumes, 
against elitist specialisation, 
(artificial division between say, 
poetry and music, drama and 
mime). The collective has now 
ensured that all the ingredients 
used in its multi-media work are 
given equal time and space to 
reach their full potential.

In a recent performance at the 
Africa Centre in Covent Garden, 
London, with teenage ’kora’ 
prodigy Tunde Jegcde, the 
audience left for home not only 
satisfied with the rhymes and 
rhythms of African Dawn’s 
dramatised revolutionary poetry, 
but also the competence of the 
musicians. In addition, we were 
all more educated than before 
about the struggles of the Pan 

large African Congress (PAC) against 
apartheid.

Introducing the evening’s 
performance, poet/sculptor/writer 
Pitika Ntuli excited the audience 
with a couple of his stand-and- 
deliver poems, “Every stone 
throw is Azania rising up .. A 
video film on the imprisonment of 
Joseph Mlebo, a leader of the

m"n?A„aannds'h'Pd°P“lar 

!«xxxs^mb.t.

10 depict the lives of these 
women. The dialo— - 
with pan 
we rise, a

another old favourite. Humour 
and audience participation are 
equally important aspects of the 
musical. The set is a senes of 
sound boxes and tie-dye hangings 
which are used in an ingenious 
way to create settings from dance 
hall to factory.

Live music, provided by Joy 
Erskine on the Congas and the 
band Works of Women, ranges 
from heavy dub to Etu or Maroon 
African drum rhythms. Dance 
plays an essential rote, and the 
final scene is a celebration dance 
of African militancy. These 
features allow the work to be 
described as orature, since 
orature is defined as a: "Multi­
process, multi-level fusion of the 
cultural and the political, of art 
forms and languages, grounded in 
the experience, tradition and
46

Q: So how much time do you spend 
working in Jamaica?
A: We work all year round. The 

ir isn’t spent on theatre, 
al with administration, 
, workshops, research . . ■ 
,e a theatre season from

befall, ah so M >’ear 
We deal 
textiles,' 
We have__
March to May usually. 
Q: Sistren first toured London in 
1983. Is there anything you hope to 
achieve this time round? 
A: We are launching our first 
book. Lionheart Gal. It’s an 
autobiography of the nine years of 
our existence. It was a collective 
process. Our artistic director 
[Honor Ford Scott] played a * „ 
part. She asked us, for example, , 
to draw a picture on how we 
relate to men, then we talked to 
her about this. So we went 
through different stages. The 
designs we have, which will be on 
display, depict something of each 
individual story.
Q: Do you think that the book and 
the film Sweet Sugar Rage will help PAC, was shown. The film 
you to reach more people? touched on the history,
A: Yes. because even in some circumstances and rote played by 
countries like Belize some of the pap in .

war being waged between the 
fascist apartheid regime and 
patriots of the African majority.

Tunde Jegede, showing no 
emotion on his face, but 
occasionally tilting his head a 
fraction to thumb a wicked note 
or two, played a number of 
rousing classical Mandigo tunes to 
applause from the audience.

Then, taking its own time to stir 
from the acoustics of a hollow 
gourd, Torera Mpedzisi, 
Zimbabwean member of African 
Dawn, played a traditional tune 
from his ‘mbira’ (thumb or finger 
piano).

Before the applause stopped, 
the song shot up, “Shoo-ooo-shol- 
oosa, shosholosa...” African 
Dawn had arisen with a Zulu song 
of resistance! The accompanying 
poem to this famous African 
song, made more popular here in 
London over the years by African 
Dawn, “broke” with a power 
poem by Merle Collins, a 
Granadian member of the 
collective:

‘‘lam a woman who looked for 
water with her bare feet. . . who 
from the beginning marched 
alongside her brothers. .

African Dawn sat and stood 
with two acoustic guitars, two 
‘dono’ drums, two ‘aprepensua’ 
drums, one ‘dawuro’ (gong), a 
‘kabasa’ (rattle), and dressed in 
an assortment of colourful

With such musical weapons 
resistance the poems flowed i 
heated antagonism to the 
manipulations of the internal 
strife in El Salvador. The internal 
contradictions brought upon that 
nation by the greed of the 
oligarchy (property-owning ruling 
classes), by Uncle Sam.

The heated struggle and 
resultant scandal of the 
Sharpeville massacre in Azania 
was also contested with words. In 
West Africa the poem, “Yer 
Bcpim Do" — "We shall struggle 
on", leapt from the gun-muzzle 
lip of Kwesi Owusu, from Ghana, 

.. Ye mpanyinfo adzifodzi. . 
na woama ye rebre yi. .(It is 
the greed of our leaders which has 
resulted in our toil.)

Although, collectively each 
member of the group was at home 
with a musical instrument, it was 
not too difficult to discern the 
poets from the musicians. Torera 
particularly fascinated me with his 
confident vocal and instrumental 
support to the more adept poets, 
like Ahmed Sheikh whose 
powerful contribution in a 
memorable African Dawn 
conversational piece is 
unequalled:

■^omen were shocked to know 
that women worked under such 
conditions. A country that is 
developed, a country that they 
look forward to sending their 
children to to University. I feel 
the harshness of the reality is 
there [in the film] and it has its 
own message. (Sweet Sugar Rage 
is a dcomuentary produced by 
Sistren with sugar workers from 
Clarendon, Jamaica.)

Monique Ngozi Nri 
Sistren tour 1-26 October at the 
Albany, Commonwealth Institute 
and the Shaw Theatre. An 
exhibition of textiles opened at the 
Black Art Gallery on 14 October. 
The film Sweet Sugar Rage is 
available on 01-995 0269 
(London).

.~..SFoc«sTour 1986 
SFsKbS3* -ttxsssfe lcd Sr.tren. Th. «"«omen Paulfne Crawford. Laura Burrell

enduraS “faced by our J 7 and r>rst day of their London tour.
^^SdlOpr«'“thuei'as Q^o^sinifecireprese^ 

- es n ? e mcaninR to workin8 class *omen forking 
,nsl frighteninp nriH Sistren: WelL m°St °9 ner dJ 

?«nal dwellers nf odd* class, middle class and upper class 
women really look to us to p 
the way for them. Because 
mean, who is listening to •
We reach a level now where we 
can speak out through our p «y • 
through our workshops, e c, 
when we speak for ourseive , 
not for us alone but for the 
women. It gives them the 
motivation that there is a vol 
out there. It gives us a fee!,n8 

\v«*r*i.luwn and c°untrv nearness, because most ot w
W°rkshops like this with ’ we use in ,he production comes
additional research .. from them!

isis tor the musical. Q: Do you work with theatre groups
ne musical is “of lh p „ /rom other Jsiands at all?

Tw narrator, a coml,;.'..""P1"' A.-Oh yes, in terms of our
workshops. Last summer we nao 
the Caribbean Popular Theatre 
exchange. Everybody came from 
different cultural backgrounds. 
We had groups from Belize, 
Dominica, St Lucia, Trinidad and 
Tobago, St Vincent, Cuba ma 
workshop at the Jamaican School 
of Drama. (The groups produced 

e other; a P*ece called in a J°nkl,',^U
•lar forms S,yle which toured ,he is,and) 

^an culture ■

• 1 he dialogue is awash 
werbs: Ah so we fall, ah s 

*ense, a refrain from the theme 
song Muffet inna alla
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further

The Challenge of Industrialisation 
in Nigeria — A Personal Insight, 
By Chief Onwuka Kalu, 
Basic Trust, Lagos

great 
igies which 
the

"/ am Azania 
my name itself 
a platform, a programme..."

Wala Danga, from Zimbabwe, 
played a consistent beat as 
background to most of the poems. 
Vico Mensah, from Ghana, was 
particularly marvellous 
exchanging good vibes with 
Torera, and Eduado, from 
Uruguay — I can still feel the 
rattling in my head.

The African Dawn collective 
was formed in 1980. It is 
committed to Pan-Africanism, 
popular culture and 
internationalism.

Kofi Hagan, Jr.

a greater part of our wealth out of 
the country."

In prescribing an economic 
blueprint for the country. Chief 
Kalu submits that copy 
engineering is the most critical 
challenge facing industrialisation 
in Nigeria. This submission stems 
from the author’s admiration of 
the wonders copy engineering has 
performed in Japan. He cites 
small and medium scale industries 
as holding the key to the nation’s 
development and therefore 
advocates for a research and 
development policy "that will put 
to work the natural resources of 
the country and meet the 
demands of higher standards of 
life and to translate productive 
skills into tangible products and 
services.”

There is no such thing 
transfer of technology, t 
asserts, because “technc 
hardly be transferred will

‘Popular Islam' south of the 
Sahara,
Ed by J D Y Peel C C Stewart, 
Manchester, 1986. £8.50.

lich the The Global Possible: Resources, 
development and the new century, 
Ed by Robert Repetto, 
Yale, 1986, £45 hb. £13pb 
Environmental experts offer a 
broad overview of the state of the 
world’s threatened resources and, 
drawing from recent experiences 
in many countries, propose 
corrective measures.

With very little time for 
preamblesand any attempt at 
theoretical conceptualisation, 
Chief Kalu throws the first salvo 
in the first chapter titled “Why we 
couldn’t industrialise” in which he 
blames the colonialists for our 
current travails. In a simple, 
down-to-earth manner, perhaps 
arising from the author’s 
background as a practical, 
realistic industrialist. Chief Kalu 
rests the cause for Nigeria’s 
underdevelopment on 
colonialism, which, he says, 
created a laissez-faire economy 
that "was purposively skewed 
against the native population so as 
to benefit the colonialist. He 
buttresses this assertion with the 
"evidence” that “no real 
infrastructure for industrial 
development existed except, of 
course, that which aided the 
production of exportable 
agricultural staples.”

The pre-indcpendcnce plans 
formulated by the colonialist, the 
author argues, were not 
development-oriented but geared 
towards creating transportation 
and communication facilities that 
would ease the evacuation of raw 
materials to mother Britain. The 
transnationals also come under 
hammer for the role they played 
in disorientating the Nigerian 
economy.

Chief Kalu moves from this 
historical perspective to assess the 
development plans that have been 
implemented to date. He 
postulates that these plans were 
not only fraught with 
contradictory policies and 
deficient in supporting the rural 
areas but also highlighted our 
"national foolishness to have 
relied only on oil.” The author 
then proceeds to analyse the 
contemporary Nigerian economy 
which he dubs a "moral" one, 
because of the citizens proclivity 
for subsistence living instead of 
large-scale production that could 
trigger off more investment and, 
therefore, accelerate the 
industrialisation process of the 
country.

After this critical self-re- 
examination, Chief Kalu submits 
that the Nigerian economy suffers 
from extreme disorientation and 
contradictions. The Enterprises. 
Promotion Programme. whii ’ 
author believes would have 
reverted this trend, was subverted 
by unpatriotic Nigerian 
middlemen with their foreign 
collaborators. Consequently, “the 
noble economic scheme of

Saudi Arabia: A case study in 
development
By Fouad Al-Farsy. KPI. 1986. 
Dr Al-Farsy argues that Saudi 
Arabia, the only nation to use the 
Holy Ou'ran as a State 
Constitution, is adjusting well to 
the conditions of the 20th century 
while sustaining its distinctive 
Islamic Identity.
Star Wars,
Ed by E P Thompson, 
Penguin, 1985, £2.95. 
Arguments for and against Star 
Wars are assessed. The book then 
proceeds to make a powerful case 
against Star Wars. Expensive, 
unnecessary, a clear breach of the 
Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) 
treaty, provoking the USSR, 
probably not technically feasible 
and even if carried out will never 
form a nuclear umbrella over 
America that is missile-proof. 
This final concept reveals 
Reagan’s determination to take 
the nuclear issue into space — a 
daunting and provocative idea!
Digging up the mountains. 
By Neil Bissondath, 
Andre Deutsch, 1986, £8.95. 
The author focuses on 
contemporary themes of 
dislocation, revolution, and the 
shifting politics of the Third 
World Neil Bissondath, born in 
Trinidad, writes about the stories 
of people in circumstances well 
beyond their control.
Women, Work and Ideology in the 
Third World,
Ed by Haleh Afshar, 
Tavistock.
The authors in this volume discuss 
the ’invisibility’ of women’s work 
in Malaysia. Sudan. Iran. 
Bangladesh. Ghana. Tanzania. 
Java. Brazil. Morocco, and India 
Although these countries differ 
politically, socially, and 
economically there is a gi 
similarity in their ideolog 
define female labour as ti 
property of men
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An economic recession, worse 
than that of the late thirties stalks 
across the globe with majestic 
sneers and for Africa it has been a 
mountain of woes. Even as the 
West defies the recession to break 
fresh grounds m agriculture, 
science and technology, 
nations continue to sink 
into economic doldrums.

Haunted by the spectre of 
stagnation, they have begun to 
seek ways to revamp their 
economies and break the colonial 
ties which have perpetuated this 
anomaly. But dishearteningly, 
our leaders and,indeed, 
intellectuals have talked too much 
and done too little. This lack of 
political will and the wide gap 
between theory and practice have 
remained the major handicaps of 
most African nations in the search 
for real development

This appears to be the balance 
which a Nigerian entrepreneur. 
Chief Onwuka Kalu, attempts to 
strike in his inspinngly patriotic 
book The Challenge of 
Industrialisation in Nigeria. The 
book is an attempt at bourgeois 
radicalism. It is a far cry from the 
Smithean orthodox economic 
theories and principles that have 
formed the bible of our so-called 
experts: experts whose only claim 
to expertise lies not in their 
successful formulation and 
impiiiiiivuiu.iv'.. ------------- 1
economic policies but in the promoted no enterprise afterall, 
acquisition of degrees. but rather aided the siphoning of
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igas 
, the author 
lology can

thout 
judicious local research and 
development of indigenous 
products and organisations." 
Hence, he opts for exclusively 
made-m-Nigeria trade fairs that 
promote locally manufactured 
goods and attract necessary 
foreign inputs for the accelerated 
growth of domestic industries.

A dispassionate analysis of the 
work clearly marks it out as a 
transparently patriotic 
contribution to the nation's search 
for a self-reliance strategy. This is 
what one thinks Chief Kalu would 
want to be noted for and not just 
his millions The observations, 
analysis, conclusions reached and 
suggestions proffered hold true 
for any Third World nation 
struggling to fight off the yoke of 
imperialism. It is no doubt a 
commendable effort by a 
hardworking, self-made 
millionaire who definitely has 
nothing to lose from a peripheral 
capitalist economy that tends 
more towards the imperialist 
west Jackson Ekwugum



I

I 
r

u -~ our first 
j..... ..... Ill’s an

autobiography of the nine year 
our existence. It was a collective 
process. Our artistic director 
(Honor Ford Scott] played a large 
part. She asked us, for example, ( 
to draw a picture on how we .....
relate to men, then we talked to perfot 
her about this. So we went 
through different stages. The 
designs we have, which will be on 
display, depict something of each 
individual story.
Q: Do you think that the book and 
the film Sweet Sugar Rage 
you to reach more people? 
A; Yes, because even in some 
countries like Belize some of the

;m, “Yer
: shall struggle 

i-muzzle
5_»wu»u, nom Ghana, 

*.. .Ye mpanyinfo adzifodzi.. 
na woama ye rebre yi..(It is 
the greed of our leaders which has 
resulted in our toil.)

Although, collectively each 
member of the group was at home 
with a musical instrument, it was 
not too difficult to discern the 
poets from the musicians. Torera 
particularly fascinated me with his 
confident vocal and instrumental 
support to the more adept poets, 
like Ahmed Sheikh whose 
powerful contribution in a 
memorable African Dawn 
conversational piece is 
unequalled:

Music
Balancing the 
elements
Anyone who is familiar with 
African Dawn will have noticed a 
change in its presentation and 
performance. The change is not 
so much between the group’s act 
in the past with what it is doing 
now, as with the equilibrium, 
simplicity and communication of 
its performances.
The African Dawn collective has 
now adopted orature — the unity, 
fusion and integration of art forms 
against elitist specialisation, 
(artificial division between say, 
poetry and music, drama and 
mime). The collective has now 
ensured that all the ingredients 
used in its multi-media work are 
given equal time and space to 
reach their full potential.

In a recent performance at the 
Africa Centre in Covcnt Garden, 
London, with teenage ‘kora’ 
prodigy Tunde Jegcde, the 
audience left for home not only 
satisfied with the rhymes and 
rhythms of African Dawn's

first day of their um—■■

women Tr'them^ecause 1

can speak out 
through our workshi its
noUor'us’alone but foHhe

a piece called Ida in a Jonkunnu 
Style which toured the island.) 
Q: So how much time do you spend 
working in Jamaica?
A: We work all year round. 1 he 
full year isn’t spent on theatre. 
We deal with administration, 
textiles, workshops, research.
We have a theatre season from 
March to May usually.
Q: Sistren first toured London in 

equally important aspects of the 1983. Is there anything you hope to 
musical. The set is a series of achieve this time round? 
sound boxes and tie-dye hangings, A: We are launching c ~ r-’c* 
which are used in an ingenious book. Lionheart Gal. 
way to create settings from dance ——the i
hall to factory.

Live music, provided by Joy 
Erskine on the Congas and the 
band Works of Women, ranges 
from heavy dub to Etu or Maroon 
African drum rhythms. Dance 
plays an essential role, and the 
final scene is a celebration dance 
of African militancy. These 
features allow the work to be 
described as orature, since 
orature is defined as a: "Multi­
process, multi-level fusion of the 
cultural and the political, of art 
forms and languages, grounded in 
the experience, tradition and
46

Muffet inna all a wi is the title of a a 
new reggae musical performed by 
a collective of J amaican women 1
called Sistren. The play's director, nu»iau»» o>‘ “
Eugene Williams, writes that it Susan ^os^c^tr° i ondon tour, 
"describes the test of tenacity and firct rfnV thel 
endurance faced by our women as 
they struggle to protect their 
integrity and give meaning to 
their lives against frightening odds 
as marginal dwellers of the city 
ghetto.’’ Luckily for us, the 
language and songs of Sistren are 
much more direct.

Sistren's work is a rare example 
of the practice, of orature in the 
west. The content of their work is 
gathered from the community. In 
workshops with all classes of 
women they "seek to bring out 
and find solutions to the problems 
women face in their communities, 
both in town and country." 
Workshops like this with 
additional research formed the 
basis for the musical. Jrom otner -----. _

The musical is “of the People.’’ A; oh yes, in terms oi wchad 
The narrator, a combination of workshops. Last sun?m Theatre 
the master of ceremonies (hc Caribbean P°Pular_ from
Jamaican style and the popular exchange. Every.^'kerounds. 
spider man, Anansi, leads us different cultural Da 
through the stones of the We had groups from u and
traditional mother, the ambitious Dominica, St Lucia, i* ,n a 
young woman and the women 
who work in the Free Zone
Factory, bombarded by a wealth 
of useless products.

Sistren succeeds where others 
have failed in using popular forms 
of Jamaican and African culture 
to depict the lives of these 
women. The dialogue is awash 
with proverbs: Ah so we fall, ah so 
we rise, a refrain from the theme 
song Muffet inna all a wi’ Tfhfief 
from tief make God laugh is 
another old favourite. Humour 
and audience participation are 

irtant aspects of the 
: set is a series of

war being waged between the 
fascist apartheid regime and 
patriots of the African majority 

Tunde Jegcdc. showing no 
emotion on his face, but 
occasionally tilting his head a 
fraction to thumb a wicked note 
or two, played a number of 
rousing classical Mandigo tunes to 
applause from the audience.

Then, taking its own time to stir 
from the acoustics of a hollow 
gourd, Torera Mpedzisi. 
Zimbabwean member of African 
Dawn, played a traditional tune 
from his ‘mbira’ (thumb or finger 
piano).

Before the applause stopped, 
the song shot up, "Shoo-ooo-shol- 
oosa, shosholosa..." African 
Dawn had arisen with a Zulu song 
of resistance! The accompanying 
poem to this famous African 
song, made more popular here in 
London over the years by African 
Dawn, “broke” with a power 
poem by Merle Collins, a 
Granadian member of the 
collective:

“I am a woman who looked for 
water with her bare feet. . . who 
from the beginning marched 
alongside her brothers...”

African Dawn sat and stood 
with two acoustic guitars, two 
*dono’ drums, two ‘aprepensua’ 
drums, one ‘dawuro’ (gong), a 
‘kabasa’ (rattle), and dressed in 
an assortment of colourful 
African costumes.

With such musical weapons of 
resistance the poems flowed in 
heated antagonism to the 
manipulations of the internal 
strife in El Salvador. The internal 
contradictions brought upon that 
nation by the greed of the 
oligarchy (property-owning ruling 
classes), by Uncle Sam.

The heated struggle and 
resultant scandal of the 
Sharpeville massacre in Azama 
was also contested with words. In 
West Africa the poet 

___ _  Bcpim Do” — "Wei___  
dramatised revolutionary poetry, on", leapt from the gun-

„ but also the competence of the lipofKwesi Owusu, from Ghana, 
/ears of musicians. In addition, we were .. Ye mpanyinfo adzifodzi..

all more educated than before 
about the struggles of the Pan 
African Congress (PAC) against 
apartheid.

Introducing the evening’s
* jrmance, poet/sculptor/writer 

Pitika Ntuli excited the audience 
with a couple of his stand-and- 
deliver poems, "Every stone 
throw is Azania rising up .. ” A 
video film on the imprisonment of 
Joseph Mlebo, a leader of the 

will help PAC, was shown. The film 
touched on the history, 
circumstances and role played by 
the PAC in the civil and military
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Theatre women were shocked to know
that women worked under such

Corihlk conditions. A country that is

bean Focus Tour 1986 look forward to sending their

Ta,ikTfS^-n.spoke to me Burrell- there (in the film] and it has its
Has am Beverly Hanson and own message (Swett Sugar Rage
---.erfr^nWOWonthe « —

f Clarcndon.Jamaica.) 
Monique Ngozi Nri

Sistren tour 1-26 October at the 
Albany, Commonwealth institute 
and the Shaw Theatre An 
exhibition of textiles opened at the 
Black Art Gallery on 14 October. 
The film Sweet Sugar Rage is 
available on 01-995 0269 
(London).

‘describes the test of tenacity and first day of their
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A self-reliance 
strategy

1 suffers 
>n and 
rises 
ich the

treat 
proh 
and<

hardworkir 
millionaire 
nothing to I 
capitalist ec 
more towards tl 
west- Jackson Ekwugum

by unpatriotic Nigerian 
middlemen with their foreign 
collaborators. Consequently, ‘‘the 
noble economic scheme of

economic policies but in the promoted no enterprise afterall, 
acquisition of degrees. but rather aided...........................
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The Challenge of Industrialisation 
in Nigeria — A Personal Insight, 
By Chief Onwuka Kalu, 
Basic Trust, Lagos

“1 am Azania 
my name itself 
a platform, a programme...”

Wala Danga, from Zimbabwe, 
played a consistent beat as 
background to most of the poems. 
Vico Mensah, from Ghana, was 
particularly marvellous 
exchanging good vibes with 
Torera, and Eduado, from 
Uruguay — I can still feel the 
rattling in my head.

The African Dawn collective 
was formed in 1980. It is 
committed to Pan-Africanism, 
popular culture and 
internationalism.

Kofi Hagan, Jr.

Saudi Arabia: .4 case study in 
development
By Fouad ALFarsy, KPI. 1986. 
Dr Al-Farsy argues that Saudi 
/Arabia, the only nation to use the 
Holy Ou’ran as a State 
Constitution, is adjusting well to 
the conditions of the 20th century 
while sustaining its distinctive 
Islamic Identity.
Star Wars,
Ed by E P Thompson, 
Penguin, 1985, £2.95. 
Arguments for and against Star 
Wars are assessed. The book then 
proceeds to make a powerful case 
against Star Wars. Expensive, 
unnecessary, a clear breach of the 
Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) 

aty, provoking the USSR, 
ibabiy not technically feasible 
1 even if carried out will never 

form a nuclear umbrella over 
America that is missile-proof 
This final concept reveals 
Reagan’s determination to take 
the nuclear issue into space — a 
daunting and provocative idea! 
digging up the mountains, 
By Ned Bissondath, 
Andre Deutsch, 1986, £8.95. 
The author focuses on 
contemporary themes of 
dislocation, revolution, and the 
shifting politics of the Third 
World. Neil Bissondath, born in 
Trinidad, writes about the stories 
of people in circumstances well 
beyond their control.
Women, Work and Ideology in the 
Third World, 
Ed by Haleh Afshar, 
Tavistock.
The authors in this volume discuss 
the ‘invisibility’ of women’s work 
in Malaysia. Sudan, Iran. 
Bangladesh. Ghana. Tanzania, 
Java. Brazil. Morocco, and India. 
Although these countries differ 
politically, socially, and 
economically there is a great 
similarity in their ideologies which 
define female labour as the 
property of men.

‘Popular Islam’ south of the 
Sahara,
Ed by J DY Peel &CC Slewart. 
Manchester, 1986, £8.50.
The Global Possible: Resources, 
development and the new century, 
—— „y ncjii'llO,
Yale. 1986. £45 hb. £!3pb. 
Environmental experts offer a 
broad overview of the state of the 
world's threatened resources and, 
drawing from recent experiences 
in many countries, propose 
corrective measures.

An economic recession, worse 
than that of the late thirties stalks 
across the globe with majestic 
sneers and for Africa it has been a 
mountain of woes. Even as the 
West defies the recession to break 
fresh grounds in agriculture, 
science and technology, African 
nations continue to sink further 
into economic doldrums.

Haunted by the spectre of 
stagnation, they have begun to 
seek ways to revamp their 
economies and break the colonial 
ties which have perpetuated this 
anomaly. But dishearteningly. 
our leaders and. indeed, 
intellectuals have talked too much 
and done too little. This lack of 
political will and the wide gap

With very little time for 
preambles and any attempt at 
theoretical conceptualisation. 
Chief Kalu throws the first salvo 
in the first chapter titled ‘‘Why we 
couldn’t industrialise” in which he 
blames the colonialists for our 
current travails. In a simple, 
down-to-earth manner, perhaps 
arising from the author’s 
background as a practical, 
realistic industrialist, Chief Kalu 
rests the cause for Nigeria’s 
underdevelopment on 
colonialism, which, he says, 
created a laissez-faire economy 
that ‘‘was purposively skewed 
against the native population so as 
to benefit the colonialist." He 
buttresses this assertion with the 
“evidence” that “no real 
infrastructure for industrial 
development existed except, < 
course, that which aided the 
production of exportable 
agricultural staples."

The pre-independencc plans 
formulated by the colonialist, the 
author argues, were not 
development-oriented but geared 
towards creating transportation 
and communication facilities that 
would ease the evacuation of raw 
materials to mother Britain. The 
transnationals also come under 
hammer for the role they played 
in disorientating the Nigerian 
economy.

Chief Kalu moves from this 
historical perspective to assess the 
development plans that have been 
implemented to date. He 
postulates that these plans were 
not only fraught with 
contradictory policies and 
deficient in supporting the rural 
areas but also highlighted our 
"national foolishness to have 
relied only on oil." The author 
then proceeds to analyse the 
contemporary Nigerian economy 
which he dubs a ‘‘moral’’ one.

k—------ . j “ V because of the citizens proclivity
between theory and practice have for subsistence hving jnstead 
remained the major handicaps of )argc.sca|c production that could 
_ Afnmnn.itiniKintnpcnnrrn . .. . , trigger off more investment and, 

therefore, accelerate the 
industrialisation process of the 
country.

After this critical self-re- 
examination. Chief Kalu submits 
that the Nigerian economy! 
from extreme disoricntatioi 
contradictions. The Enterpn 
Promotion Programme, whit 
author believes would have ,,_r........Mt
reverted this trend, was subverted Ed by Robert Repetto.

most African nations in the search 
for real development.

1 This appears to be the balance 
which a Nigerian entrepreneur, 
Chief Onwuka Kalu, attempts to 
strike in his inspiringly patriotic 
book The Challenge of 
Industrialisation m Nigeria. The 
book is an attempt at bourgeois 
radicalism. It is a far cry from the 
Smithean orthodox economic 
theories and principles that have 
formed the bible of our so-called 
experts: experts whose only claim 
to expertise lies not in their 
successful formulation and 
implementation of result-oriented enterprises promotion, in effect.

■ 1.-"terprise afterall, 
the siphoning of

Crossword
LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION 
ACROSS: 1 Sudan, 4 Tutu, 7 
Imo, 8 Dean, 9 EPG, II AD, 12 
AH, 13 Ease, 14 Up. 15 Raft, 17 
Trani, 18 Roe, 20 Bias. 21 Fakir, 
24 Tororo. 26 L’lema, 27 Rot. 28 
CD, 29 NA. 31 Ibo, 32 ID. 34 
Mar, 35 Kino, 37 Leo, 38 Sanka­
ra, 39 Maize.
DOWN: I Safari, 2 Dye. 3 Nigh, 
4 Tone, 5 Udder, 6 Snip, 10 
Patriot, 11 Astral 12 Umbra, 16 
Peso. 19 Oar, 20 Brook, 21 
Fuddle, 22 Ken, 23 Imam, 25 
Orb, 30 Tribe, 31 Iris, 32 In, 33 
Door, 36 Bi.

a greater part of our wealth out of 
the country."

In prescribing an economic 
blueprint for the country. Chief 
Kalu submits that copy 
engineering is the most critical 
challenge facing industrialisation 
in Nigeria. This submission stems 
from the author's admiration of 
the wonders copy engineering has 
performed m Japan. He cites 
small and medium scale industries 
as holding the key to the nation’s 
development and therefore 
advocates for a research and 
development policy "that will put 
to work the natural resources of 
the country and meet the 
demands of higher standards of 
life and to translate productive 
skills into tangible products and 
services.”

There is no such thing as 
transfer of technology, the author 
asserts, because “technology can 
hardly be transferred without 
judicious local research and 
development of indigenous (
products and organisations." 
Hence, he opts for exclusively ‘
made-in-Nigeria trade fairs that 
promote locally manufactured 
goods and attract necessary 
foreign inputs for the accelerated ' 
growth of domestic industries.

A dispassionate analysis of the ’ 
work clearly marks it out as a 
transparently patriotic 
contribution to the nation's search ' 
for a self-reliance strategy. This is 
what one thinks Chief Kalu would 
want to be noted for and not just 
his millions. The observations, 
analysis, conclusions reached and 
suggestions proffered hold true 
for any Third World nation 
struggling to fight off the yoke of 
imperialism. It is no doubt a 
commendable effort by a

' mg. self-made 
e who definitely has 
i lose from a peripheral 
economy that tends 

the imperialist
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I Satellite of the earth
5 Bad
8 A boat

II Bone of the ear
12 New
13 Hearty endeavour
14 A card
15 In a certain position
16 Alternating current
16 Accordingly
19 Bone of forearm

24 Obstruct
in 25 Greek philospher

28 Narrow valley
29 Lift

Association
33 Structure in street
37 President of Liberia
39 Decree in divorce
40 Piece of timber used 

as support
42 Not off
43 District Adminis­

trator
4.4 A degree
45 African Trust

vcck. the first three winning entries recency a 
•pies of African Concord for six 

nth extension. Send your entries wit

J P-T3P

—— 
jived at our London Office will 

months Those already 
ith our subscription form

To.
African Concord Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS DOWN
1 Author of documen­

tary “The Africans”
2 Single
3 Female cells
4 Nothing
6 Mandela’s Congress |
7 Deposit of dust
8 Leguminous plant
9 Extreme

10 Handle
14 Capital of Ghana
18 Currency ofCurrency 

Mauritania
22 Sudan News Agency 20 Bite
23 Substance from 21 Greedy 

elephant tusks * ’
26 Size of letters 

typewriting .
27 Posho
30 District Commis- 32 Automobile 

sioner
31 Security for release
33 Main
34 Always
35 Whenever
36 Lump of tobacco
38 Anger
41 Old Testament
42 Swollen state
46 Furnace
47 Dress
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penetrate the myths and stay
There are many myths and half- 

truths being peddled about Africa. 
Get a truer picture of today’s Africa, 
her strengths and weaknesses, in 
AFRICAN CONCORD

Whether your interest is in politics, 4/ ,
business, culture or sports, —
AFRICAN CONCORD - Africa’s 
premier weekly newsmagazine - 
helps you make up your mind. f////////////

Take out a subscription NOW and 's//// /////!/h h\ 
stay in touch. ///////// ////// [wS|

The Premier Pan-African WEEKLY
Your weekly vehicle to reach decision makers
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A LTHOUGH, regarded as the most 
- financially bouyant sporting body 
mJ he continent, the Confederation of 
African Football (CAF) seems to have­
ns revenue base hit. For over two 
decades, the confederation has organis­
ed. three competitions without any 
serious intei luption. But the economic 
recession affecting most member coun­
tries could lake its toll on the continental 
spoils governing body.

Some countries are fit 
ingly difficult to | 
fines and enough money 
CAF's competition. L 
banned fror 

m indefinite 
the annual .. 
~ Said

L________
Lawai. Nigeria's Sports Minister .

attracted penalty from CAF whose rule 
is against absenting on two consecutive 
limes from any competition. Tanzania 
last year pulled out tn the first round en­
counter with Nigeria on ground of 
financial shortages.

Teams in such bad economic state had 
in the past put up surprisingly 
marvellous display. Mozambique whose 
chibsides pulled out of continental com­
petitions in 1984 because of financial 
crisis, were able to put together a strong 
national team.

After a meal of peanuts and cocacola.

A troubled Cup of Nations
Strapped for cash, several countries may not participate in the 
nations

the frontline country defeated 
Cameroun, at Maputo in an African Na­
tions’ Cup qualifying round in 1983. But 
Mozambique undid themselves with the 
defensive play two weeks later in 
Yaounde, and therefore lost 4-0.

The hurriedly assembled and ill 
prepared Taifa Stars of Tanzania almost 
put up the type of gut Mozambique 
displayed against Cameroon in Maputo. 
Under two minutes of the match with 
Ethiopia in Addis Ababa, Nasor Nvvi- 
nym had put Tanzania ahead. But the 
Ethiopians replied with four goals, while 
about 15 minutes to end the match, 
Zamoyoni Mogclla scored a consolatory 
goal for Tanzania.

This weekend, Taifa Stars will at­
tempt to pay the two goal deficit and 
probably move forward to meet Sudan 
in next January’s first round. Ethiopia 
had been one of the early pace-setters in 
the continent’s football scene, winning 
the Nations’ C. in 1962 and appearing 
in seven other . .Is.

But the country, whose national, 
Ydncwkatchew Tesscma heads CAF. 
has been eclipsed. Apart from qualifying 
for the 1982 finals in Libya, the last lime 
Ethiopia played and succeeded in the 
qualifying round was 1970. As hosts.

inning i 
pay affiliat ... , 

loney to participate in 
npetition. Libya was recently 
om all CAF’s competition for 

’ .PS,IOt* *or failure to pay 
......—• al filiation fee and numerous 

lines. Said an apparently enraged 
Ydncwkatchew' Tesscma. the CAF boss, 
“you've got to hit hard, even if it docs 
involve good African teams.” Not less 
than three other teams have withdrawn 
horn the preliminary rounds of the 
African Nations Cup, whose finals take 
place in Zambia in 1988%.

Such withdrawals are hinged on finan­
cial problems. Thg/Football Association 
ot Tanzania*. Zt-AT, had initially 
budgeted about 65.000 US dollars to 
finance the training of the Taifa Stars of 
Tanzania. But the sports ministry prim 
ed this down to about 20,000 dollars, 
which, FAT is claiming to be too small 
and is therefore contemplating 
withdrawing from the Cup of Nanons.

Tanzanian case is not isolated. The 
Zambians arc beginning to count the 
cost of their continued participation in 
the FI FA/Kodak World Cup and 
therefore may withdraw. With the cur­
tain already raised on the 16th African 
Nanons Cup competition, Mauritius, 
Lesotho and Mali have withdrawn, giv­
ing Madagascar, Tunisia and Rwanda 
sweatless berth into the first round pro­
per. Madagascar, the Indian Ocean 
Island, who gained a walk over are now 
drawn against the Harambe Stars of 
Kenya in January. Mauritius, whose on- 

appearance at the finals was in the 
1974 Cairo championship where they 
lost all three group matches, are yet to 
decide on their participation in the quali­
fying matches of the fourth All Africa 
Games, where they are also billed to 
meet Madagascar in January 1987. 
Mauritius had eliminated Seychelles, 4-1 
last month.

The uncertainty that surrounded Tan­
zania’s participation was cleared when 
the team showed up in Addis Ababa for 
the first leg preliminary round encounter 
with Ethiopia. A withdrawal could have
AFRICAN CONCORD 16 OCTOBE R 1986

soccer contest ot African
and therefore automatic participant in 
1976 championship, Ethiopia crumbled 
2-1 and I I to Guinea and Egypt bu» 
beat Uganda 2-0. That was not enough 
in a tournament that was played on 
league basis throughout.

Congo, another strong footballing i 
non ii. rhe 1970s. has experienced edij 
from the scene. But the Congolese 
peared set to regain old glory when tl 
beat Central African Republic 2-1 
Bangui. Cole D'Ivoire stands by for - 
outcome of the return match 
Brazaville this week end.

"wo other Central African countries 
tola and Gabon are engaged In‘ 

preliminary encounter. Angola 
first leg by a lone goal in Luan- 

da. Both teams have never • •
finals. The winner would h 
culean task of eliminating 2 
first round. Zaire had a spell 
nnent in the late I960* and r 
winning the trophy twice.
Sierra Leone Liberia encounters havv 

more in common other than the striking 
similarities in national teams apportion 
Both the Sierra Leone’s Stars aij 
Liberian Lone Stars had never moved 
beyond the qualifying encounters of the 
competition. Their duel ha* rhe same 
setting like that of Angola and Gabon 
Score line was very close 2-1, at the fir*s|’ 
leg. The qualifier meets Ghana next 
January.

Somalia shares the same characteristic 
vvith Sierra Leone, Liber a, Gabon and 
Angola. The country is among the eigh­
teen affiliates of CAF yet to qualify for 

the finals of the. biennial competition. Th 
Somalis were on the reciving end a for;? 
night ago in Kampala. They crumbled 
miserably, 5-0 to the Cranes of Uganda 
Philop Omondi, the ebony black striker 
who topped goal chart at the Accra 
championship in 1978 spearheaded the 
Ugandan attack.

With the five goal margin 
bookmakers easily tip Uganda as'the 
first round qualifier. If the outcome of 
the return match squares with the 
prediction. Uganda, the only giu. 
African team to have ever reached the 
final, will meet the Indomitable Lions of 
Cameroun.

Nigeria enters the race in January 
against the winner of preliminary round 
encounter between Togo and Equatorh 
Guinea, .Senegal are also on the standby 
for the outcome of the Guinea and Gam’ 
bia’s Scorpion preliminary round mai-" 
ches. Mozambique, the 24th nation to 
take part m the finals, arc drawn against 
Zimbabwe.
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‘This Is For Real’, a horror movie. 
•Ultimately,” Says Effiong, ‘‘I will gc 
back to the University to lecture. For 
now, this is where the real challenge lies. 
After that, I will retire and write more 
books.”

K) HEN the ‘poor theatre’ was coined, 
W he should have been made the god­

father. For prolific playwright, actor 
and stage director Bassey Effiong 
operates on a similar theme. His Anansa 
Playhouse is a club for all to join, but 
the actor perform free of charge. Since 
they came together, they have perform­
ed such plays as Ola Rotimi’s ‘The Gods 
Are Not To Blame’, Chinua Achebe’s

50

I yOU f
| JL one quite 
B she formed
§ Troupe, she left. She did

probably won’t find another 
quite like her. Just over a year after 
utd the Black Heritage Dance 

-----r„____________ U not have any con­
fidence in the directors, she said. Still, she 
supported them by directing clients to them. 
For example, she was instrumental to their 
performing at the Lagos State Trade Fair. 
Not long after that, she formed the African 
Heritage Dance Troupe. She performed the 
feat with the help of General (retired) 
Abisoye, now the chairman of the group, and 
Major (retired) Funso Ajayi, (the present vice 
chairman) whose assistance included the use 
of his house as the company’s premises. 
Soon, 15 members of the Black Heritage 
Troup joined her new company. Since then, 
the 25 member troupe (African Heritage) 
have toured Nigeria extensively and have also 
travelled to Bulgaria. Recently she heard 
allegations of financial impropriety leveled 
against her by her former group. Says Bhola 
Eberiga, 27, whose late mother was South 
African born and her father a Nigerian. ‘‘It’s 
ridiculous. If anyone owe anything, it is they 
who owe me my allowance. My present direc­
tors would not trust me if any of these were 
true.” Some of the ex-members who joined 
her new group concluded: “at Black 
Heritage, it was a harrowing experience.”

Ademola Oguntayo

Adebayo and Ogunro

VX7 HEN two captains man a ship, 
V V what happens — bedlam? But 

since 1981, Johnson Adebayo, and 
Sesan Ogunro set up Eminent Advertis­
ing in which they are joint managing 
directors, and things have gone well. 
Naturally, their favourite phrase is 
“three is a crowd”. But three had not 
always been uncomfortable. In 1980, 
when they set up Insight Communica­
tions with four others, things went 
smoothly for 18 months. That was until 
they found that their points of view dif­
fered a lot. So, Ogunro, a copy writer 
and Adebayo, a printing specialist, left 
together. From then on, they have been 
calling public attention to products and 
services in their own kind of way simply, 
but laden with meaning. Their clients 
have included the Vanguard Yellow 
Pages, the launching of Vanguard 
newspapers, launching of Prime People 
magazine, and promoting Lavina per­
fume. They both still have a complaint 
about the well-established advertising 
agencies. “The big Agencies should lay 
good examples,” said Ogunro, “by 
sharing accounts (clients), rather than 
monopolising the big companies to 
themselves.”

‘Things Fall Apart’, and J P Clark’s 
‘The Raft’, among others. Last week, it 
was another of Ola Rotimi’s plays 
( Kurunmi) that was performed at the 
National Theatre. But directing a cast 
that are not being payed is no easy task. 
So Effiong merged the dictatorial and 
improvisation approaches and emerged 
with the ‘play-way’, a new approach. 
This, he says, involves the psychological 
gauging of actors’ moods: He still has 
time to write books, and also to prepare 
the actors for a new television serial,
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ASK US FIRST. A bank that is trusted by both 
Nigerian and International Businessmen, UNION 
BANK is one of the largest in Nigeria, and indeed 
one of the top 500 banks in the world. With more 
than 190 branches in all parts of the Federation, 
assets well over N4 billion, and almost 70 
years’ tradition of banking in Nigeria, we are 
ideally placed to help you

UNION BANK offers a full range of modem 
banking services - retail and wholesale, personal 
and corporate, domestic and International. Our 
own proven capabilities are enhanced by first class 
correspondent banking relationships with access 
to global resources.

So when in Nigeria, or just contemplating 
doing business with Nigeria, ASK UNION BANK 
FIRST.

IMON DAKX OF LOOTED
. -40, Marina, Lagos 

Telex: 21222 
Telephone: 665439, 665441 

London Branch 
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13 Moorgate 
P. O. Box 148 

London EC2R 6DL 
Telephone: 01 - 6000751/2

Main Correspondent: 
Barclays Bank PLC 

54, Lombard Street London EC3P 3AH 
Telephone: 01-2838989. Telex: 887591 
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