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In 1962 we pioneered the manufacture of 
paints in Nigeria. Since then, we have also 
pioneered most of the developments in 
several aspects of the Nigerian paint 
industry. We have grown too from one 
factory plant to two with well over twenty 
depots all over the country.
Our extensive distributive channels run by 
reputable Nigerians (thus further creating 
employment for thousands of Nigerians) 
have helped us considerably to ensure 
stable supplies to our numerous consumers 
— individual and corporate — all over 
Nigeria.
Mindful of the high level of manpower 
demanded by the paint manufacturing 
industry, we have continously trained and 
developed our staff at both management 
and technical levels.
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in the legislature. They propose a 
sort, with an executive president. 
Federal Council and Federal Asset 
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maximal access to influence and power, but this

»ely, it 
or simply
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Options for South Africa

have to crawl in exhaustion over the corpses of their 
followers to conclude a truce and begin negotiations .

The South African authorities would need first to 
demonstrate their good faith by committing themselves to 
the principle of full and equal citizenship for all South 
Africans and effective participation in the same 
government irrespective of race. Discriminatory laws 
would need to be repealed. Then those negotiating must 
include the true leaders of the people. Banned 
organisations and leaders would have to have their 
restrictions lifted and be allowed to mobilise support and 
campaign; persons convicted under various security laws 
would have to be amnestied. It is inconceivable that any 
talking would take place without Nelson Mandela and the 
other men of Robben Island playing a leading part.

The authors state that "these are lough demands for any 
ruling group to accept". In fact, it is inconceivable at the 
moment that any Afrikaner leader would entertain such 
proposals. But when he is led to the edge of the abyss 
his mind may change. If negotiations were ever to 
start there would still be enormous difficulties in 
establishing some common declaration of intent. If the 
white side had been driven so far as to make the 
concessions necessary to mount talks, it is likely that the 
black side would feel so confident that it would be unwilling 
to contemplate anything other than complete yicl , 
making another big assumption that "the parties recc 
and acknowledge a common predicament that 
magnified unless the conflicts are restrained __
regulated", the authors go on to debate what sort of a 
constitution might help a future South Africa.

Some years ago the Progressive Party lost all African 
support by advocating a loaded franchise that many saw as 
a device for hanging on to white rule. That has now been 
completely abandoned. The authors propose full adult 
franchise, but a proportional representation system that 
would ensure a sensitive reflection of support for all parties 

a federal system of some 
, perhaps supported by a 
:mbly on the Swiss model. 

>rd minority groups 
--------  ------ . — -t", but this access 
should be in a co-operative, coalescent context, and not 
merely oppositional". A coalition government is foreseen. 
Majority rule might be tempered by some sort of minority 
veto in some cases and safeguards such as a Bill of Rights. 
The Nigerian practice is quoted for ensuring that all 
sections are fairly represented in the police, civil service 
and other government bodies. "The operation of the 
political system must, as far as possible, deny or minimise 
the pay-off to racial or ethnic appeals; and converse 
must provide rewards to coalescent, linkage, 
interracial movements”.

There is, of course, no immediate 
happ* 
setbui 
they 
bug!
•iven now to a 

ippai 
x We

prospect of any of this 
ppening. The Pretoria racialists, in spite of some 
tbacks and in spite of the evidence of history, still think 
ey are winning. A hard liberation struggle still has to be 

fought. But it is encouraging that some thought should be 
given now to a way forward out of the bloodshed towards 
an apparently unlikely interracial peace. The authors quote 

Max Weber: “ All human experience confirms the truth_
that man would not have attained the possible unless time 
and again he had reached out for the impossible".
•South Africa's Options: Strategics tor Sharing Power bv / >.~777 

Sliihhfrt and Ihnid H'cldi lRc\ <

IT HAS BEEN a bad few weeks for the racialist South 
African rulers. The destruction of over £3m. worth of 
oil-from-coal installations was the most successful act of 
sabotage committed by the African National Congress. 
Schoolchildren continued to demonstrate the defiance of 
youth. Bishop Tutu led a number of clergymen to break the 
law in showing that apartheid is abhorrent to the Christian 
conscience. And Nelson Mandela managed to smuggle out 
of his Robben Island cell a Soweto anniversary message 
predicting the eventual triumph of democracy.

The thought processes of the white rulers are notoriously 
slow, but the message must be getting through that they are 
driving down a dead-end street. The sociologists would say 
that they are in a "no-win situation". The fact that they are 
also without friends in the world has most unfortunately 
been concealed by the present visit of the British Lions 
rugby team. The rugby reports have been the one thing to 
boost while morale, and this should lie heavy on the 
consciences of the British sportsmen if longer violence is 
the result.

That there are other options open to South Africa is the 
conclusion of a book* published by two white South 
Africans, F. van Zyl Slabbert, who is leader of the 
opposition Progressive Federal Party, and David Welsh, an 
academic who has been involved in Progressive politics. 
Their argument is that the problems of democracy in a 
multiracial society are not insoluble — they spend much 
time quoting from the new Nigerian constitution — if the 
will is there. "There are those who believe that the only 
way it is going to happen is through some violent overthrow 
of the present regime. .. . Such an approach is likely to 
entail untold misery, struggle, sacrifice and bloodshed, with 
the desired outcome of a more just and democratic South 
Africa in no way certain. ... Can a more democratic 
dispensation be negotiated as a possible alternative? . .. 
The white government will not easily relinquish its position 
of entrenched privilege and power. It is likely to happen 
when the costs of domination are outweighed by the 
possible advantages of negotiation ..

It is not possible to predict when — or indeed if—this 
position would arise, or whether a white South African 
government would ever recognise that it has reached this 
impasse. All that can be hoped is that “it is not necessarily 
inevitable that the representatives of the conflicting parties
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lificance of this was not interests above the overriding interests of assembled in Kaduna. Kano. Borno. Benin 
the party and nation”. ' '.................. !l"

The congress adjourned without holding 
any elections for officers. It is to be 
reconvened at some future date.

It is obviously of the greatest importance 
to Ghana at a time when there is an urgent 

' ”’ty and confidence in 
the ruling party should 

mity to function propel* 
f the present dispute v.... 

stration of the personal
.er and authority of President Limann 

iromise candidate for the 
e has yet to show his grip

and Ibadan before the Yola meeting. The 
party is in other sorts of disarray, with 
several members of the National Assembly 
being suspended because of their expressed 
differences with the party secretariat over 
the governors’ meetings, and with open 
disagreement between the Senate Leader. 

----- Senator Sabo Bakin Zuwo. and the Chief 
erly. Whip. Dr Junaidu Mohammed, on the one 
will hand, and Governor Rimi on the other.

The position is complicated, and the 
issues many-sided. Governor Balarabe 
Musa has said that he felt obliged to attend 
the Yola meeting in the interest of the 
Government of Kaduna State and because

and the idle factories that the PNP 
inherited.

Alhaji Imoru Egala similarly said that the 
present state ofaffairs had been the result of 
the undermining, hypocrisy and selfishness 
of some members of the party. He told the 
old guard that they were the same 
who had betrayed Nkrumah. They 
withdraw and give the younger gei 
chance. Mr. Krobo Edusei. 
regional chairman of the party. 
PNP would continue to achieve 
spite 
polit

Widely Established Throughout
Sierra Leone . Ghana . Nigeria . Liberia 

Republic of Guinea . Cameroun Republic
Head Office Bridgewater House.

60 Whitworth Street, Manchester 1.
Pans Office 141 Boulevard Haussmann

THE NATIONAL congress of the ruling 
People's National Party of Ghana ended in 
Kumasi last week after two days instead of 
the planned three and with the dissolution 
of the party’s central committee. President 
Limann has taken over responsibility for 
running the affairs of the party, in 
consultation with Alhaji Imoru Egala, the 
party’s founder, and Nana Okutwer Bekoe. brotherhood. He 
the national chairman.

The full signi" 
immcdiatcly clear. Some reports spoke of it 
as a move "to save the PNP from an 
imminent split”. Other reports said that the 
trouble arose because documents, including 
proposals for amending the constitution of 
the party, had not been prepared in time. _____________

There was certainly some evidence of ill- need for stability 
feeling. President Limann appealed to government that t>. 
delegates to shun the cheap criticisms of maintain enough uni 
those who are "obstructive and insincere". The best result of t’.. 
He said they were "individuals wearing be. firstly, a demonst 
blinkers and deliberately refusing to face power and authority of President Limann ISSug, many-sided. Governor Balarabe 
the realities of our time". The critics had — he was a compromise candidate for the ^jusa has said that he felt obliged to attend 
been the very people who had destroyed the presidency and he has yet to show his grip Yola meeting in the interest of the 
economy, he said. They had played a major on the parly machine — and. secondly, the Government of Kaduna State and because 
part in decnsion-making since the fall of emergence into eventual positions of -jt is a matter of honour to do so”. It has 
. krumah and should. therefore, be held influence in the party of a new generation of becn arcuetj that he and Governor Rimi 
responsible for rhe debts, the empty coffers young politicians. altend ,hc mccling „ governors and not as

representatives and thus the party has 
ght to issue prohibitions. The whole 

area of the exact relationship between party 
authorities and members elected to various 
posts or assemblies is one that requires 
further thought and clarification (this 
concerns other parties as well as the PRP) 
obviously party discipline must be 
maintained to some degree, but equally 
obviously a governor has obligations to the 
people of his state as well as obligatioas to 
his party, and a member of a state or federal 
assembly has obligations to his constituents.

There are differences in the PRP about 
possible alliances. It is no secret that 
SenatorSabo Baken Zuwo and Dr. Juniadu 
Mohammed favour a working relationship 
with the NPN, for instance, while the two 
PRP governors would rather seek some sort 
of partnership with the UPN. Malam 
Aminu Kano is firmly opposed to any 
alliance.

Much of the party tension arises from 
personality clashes and some comes from 
Malam Aminu Kano’s reluctance (like 
many aging party leaders) to prepare for his 
retirement from the scene and make clear 
what succession he expects.

Fortunately, the party has three years to 
sort out its differences before the next 
election. It would be a tragedy if the party 
which offers the most clear-cut radical 
programme, and the party which has a 
strong appeal for the young and for women, 
should be permanently damaged by internal 
dissension.

party
SS divided 

.•r generation a
Ashanti

,. said the MALAM AMINU KANO is facing a most 
■ success in serious challenge to his authority as leader 

te of the "diabolical machinations of of the People’s Redemption Party (PRP) 
political acrobats". Nana Okutwer Bekoe with the decision of the PRP governors of 
said the party had inherited problems Kaduna and Kano. Balarabe Musa and 
associated with the latter days of the CPP— Mohammed Abubaker Rimi. to defy his 
character assassination, cliquism. intoler- direct instructions by attending the meeting 
ance and undermining of true party at Yola. Gongola State, of the "nine 

referred to members governors — that is. the governors of the 
"who put their personal or regional UPN. GNPP and PRP states who^had
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Problems that food aid creates
Alex Rondos analyses.wilh particular reference to the cases of Mali and Cape Verde, the relation between food aid

for

joly.
nave been the main

roblems for 
«s been the

one
; of the exj

>c placed on domestic food
i Council assured the Group ‘PQ|'Q||@| mSTkot’

in Mali

■eated
,-S to
plans ex pc
o the couk

to the international communi'** 
substantial amount of emergency fo 

-controlled. ;r. theory, Mali;
----- I.—... ‘--jygjjt by (b(. S|ate

OP AM. whose responsibility it is to 
■ccs and to ensure supplies to the 
deprived markets As it happens. 
>0 and 80 per cent of food 

“ Stic markets in Mali is 
ivate traders Cereal 
■I is stagnating, while it 

exports Mahan 
ig the lowest in the

proi
For the donors, the latest World Food

Council meeting was another occasion to P P 
m.nrk thmr ><“-ippointment. The goal of • 

a,d by OECD member- -

to enforce its monopoly 
These basic facts h;

contributors to a situation which results in 
the existence of , ,
called the parallel market, where prices are 

er than in the official market. OPAM 
/es priority treatment in some areas which 

. artificially low prices in the official 
id, when traders 

know that they can sell at a high price, they 
will buy from the producer at a price slightly

easy to make 
even a tactical withdrawal from their 
present positions. An important donor like 
the US is not going to pull out and that is not 

tended. It supplies over 60 per 
the Sahel. But it is

i, if one examines the AID 
Miowledges, at least privately, 
of flooding food deficit 

with US grain Similarly.
ar. example, is unlikely to 
duction increase markedly: „  —  
: it suffers from is not one of insists on new roads while donors press

TL.. ■ -pugs 

icon initiated.
time 
ifica-

I colloquiur 
year made tl 
taken prect 

r-term solutions for 
s food problems".

s posed again in Arusha 
at the latest meeting of Senegal.

■ - ■ secitsccr
the pre 
produc 
inter

aid. 63.3 .
amounted to $1,210,000. oi wi
S 1,132.000 was given as bilateral aid. 

The fact, however, is that neither side in this glee 
this debate — the donors and the recipient situation ■ 
governments — will find it easy to make greatest 

a tactical withdrawal from their drought ol 
present positions. An important donor like of disruj.....o .... . 
the US is not going to pull out and that is not delicate production system and 
even recommended. It supplies over 60 per official reserves. At a technical 
cent of food aid to the Sahel. But it is problems created during 
clear to the US. if one examines the AID been compounded by the g 
files, that it acknow ledges, at least privately, inability to provide the rural 
the failure of flooding food deficit adequate fniu.iuv Tv. 
economies with US grain Similarly, or for sufficient storage capacity. 1 

. to take an example, is unlikely to has been a perennial issue betv 
ireal production increase markedly; government ol >••«*. «*■•«* 

roblem that it fro*.
action but of marketing. This impli

•rnal reforms, which have been initiate 
but whose success will be a long t 
coming and which have serious ramif . .. 
lions in the general political and economic 
order. pnv;

During the colloquium at Nouackchott. risk 
two countries were dealt with whose 
-vncrience has been very different and 

ild prove instructive in the food aid 
debate.

mark their disappointment. The goal of 
10m -ton food aid by OECD member­
states was met in 1979 but the other 
objective of centralising the gathering and 
distribution of food for aid has failed. The 
World Food Programme, the ideal 
institution for this purpose, has seen its role the e> 
diminish since 1975. In 1977. of the called 
SI.9I2.500 donated and loaned for food higher

and the E^pean Cornnwmty proofed 
''210.8m of this The United States, on the 
other hand, gives the lion's share of food

3 per cent of all aid that year. This higher than the official one. OPAM is thus 
:d to $1,210,000, of which denied its source of production.

A brief glance at some of the causes of 
gloomy diagnosis suggests that the 

ition is retrievable, but only with the 
: degree of political effort. The 
of 1968-73 naturally had its effects 
opting the country's relatively 
production system and reducing 

level the 
the drought have 

government's 
,t r  . al sector with

adequate finance for stabilisation of stocks 
or for sufficient storage capacity. Transport 

perennial issue between the 
of Mali and donors. Bamako 

_. ' . for
improvement of the wide network of 

secondary roads and tracks. The latter’s 
maintenance is easier and cheaper. At 
present government transport fleets arc not 
enough and have left the way open for the 
"nvatc truck owner who is scarcely going to 

damaging his vehicle on the untended 
roads linking the centre with some of the 
most deprived regions in the country.

Depending on the year. OPAM controls 
between 20 and 40 percent of the market. 
This, in the view of many who have had to 
deal with OPAM. is caused by the rigid laws 
making it a monopoly without the capacity 
to execute its obligations. There are fixed 
producer and consumer prices and all the 
intermediary' financial problems are strictly 
regulated. Under circumstances where a 
significant proportion of the national 
production is exported to neighbouring 
countries where the producer price is more 
attrativc. OPAM is left with very little room 
for manouevre. This incapacity merely 
aggravates the cereal deficit.

The situation is aggravated by the fact 
that the local authorities responsible for the 

food collection of cereals have very little 
financial and technical back-up from the 
government

What has intensified the pro 
Mali in the last six years has .  
depressingly low levels of producer prices. 
This is one of the most unfortunate 
examples of the exploitation of a rural 
population for reasons that have little to do 
with economics but more with the fears of a 
politically paraly sed military’ regime which 
dreads the prospect of unrest in Bamako 
if food prices are raised. The result has 

at the border zones. One 
prospects for the Senegal 

'. projects. Unless there is 
igional producer price 

'to gain 
jal River 
to be lost 

in clandestine exports to Senegal and other 
countries.

OPAM is in debt, to the tune of 39bn. 
Malian francs, it was estimated in 
mid-1979 This debt is almost four times the

FOOD Al D has that dubious distinction of 
keeping both disaster and cure at bay. The 
debate surrounding this form of aid 
therefore concentrates on two mam 
questions, at what stage does food aid 
become necessary? And. if it is deemed to 
be necessary how should the assistance be 
supplied and distributed? The question is 
political, moral and technical. One report 
at the C1LSS colloquium held in 
Nouackchott last year made the point that 
"food aid has taken precedence over 
longer-term solutions for solving the 
world's '

The problem was 
some ten days ago a 
the World Food Council Developing 
countries left embittered by what they felt 
was the parsimony of the donor states. The 
latter had attended this occasion, meant to 
be at the ministerial level with only two 
countries represented by ministers. The 
only country to make an offering for the 
people affected by the latest drought in East 
Africa was Canada The donors repea’* * 
their call for developing countries 
present overall food and agricultural p' 
so that donors could channel aid to 
neediest sectors. The point of the request 
was that more emphasis in the food aid 
debate should be placed on domestic food 
production. The (  
of 77 that this request, now passed as a 
resolution, would not become a condition of 
assistance or an interference in their 
internal affairs.

When the total aid given every year to 
Upper Volta, to take a striking example, 
surpasses the volume of the annual budget, 
sovereignty and the donors' assurances 
must surely need to be carefully redefined. 
The fact that 
now gone so: 
food aid is no 
much of the I

MALI, everyone insists, is potentially 
self-sufficient in food In 1976 it had an 
excellent year and then promptly sold most 
of its surplus abroad because of pressure on 

iced to be carefully redefined, the balance of payments. 1977 was a bad 
t the French Government has year and Mali was left stranded, appealing 

ic so far as to state, on paper, that to the international community for a 
J panacea and that furthermore substantial amount of emergency food aid 
food aid that has been sent to State-controlled, in theory. MahanState-controlled, in theor

whom it is intended |IIW •!/"<" 1 • Stnbiliseprice:
19801 is an impoctanl official change of „;b!in and dc| 
heart. It will create more problems for bc(wccn 6G 
French relations with those regimes provided to the domest
whom food aid is the most effective way SUpp|ied by pnv.»»-
sweeping the rural problem under v production in Mali 
carpet.  , should be producing

For the donors, the latest World producer prices are among
" aween 20 and 50 per cent lower

neighbouring states. OPAM has -----r------- -
the technical nor financial capacity been smuggling 
— ....--------- •- shudders at the .

River development |
... some form of reg.-..-. r.—

what is euphemistically co-ordination, what Mali stands
• - from reclaimed land in the Senega

basin in the years to come is likely t<



WEST AFRICA 16 Jum 19101054

7 he (liimea Cmlf Line

Elder Dempster Lines

^tezzJozkzzi^'
Palm Line

77/i Nigerian National Shipping Line

lilaek Star Line

Hough Lines

Compagme Maritime Zairoise

WiMtm^/3^31
West Africa with security
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Tel 051 2561024/5 Teles 629190 Telegram- UKWALLIVERI’OOI

It's a pleasant surprise to find how our 
partnerships can make jour job of shipping to 
West Africa go more smoothly - our partner­
ships through consultation with exporters 
and importers.and our partnerships between 
the seven European and African shipping 
lines that make up UKWAL.

All this,coupled with the fact that we 
have the largest number of ships calling at the 
widest range of West African ports.enables us 
to give you optimum coverage at sensible rates.

What's more, when it comes to 
containers. UKW'AL and ACE are also the 
perfect partnership. You need your cargoes in 
the safest and most reliable hands between 
here and West Africa.

So call us and see how our Partner 
Ships ctin work for you.

The
Partner Ships
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_■ who work on 

This form of 
cd by the rules 
Hally the US. , ,,,

the relatively high
Cape Verde strategy

lis type of aid.
If there is one basic problem which faces 

Cape Verdian authorities it is in the 
relations with donors, and this fact reflects 
the discussions that took place at the World 
Food Council meeting in Arusha. For Cape 
Verde, food aid is seen as part of a 
long term development strategy, which 
aims for economic independence The Cape 
Verde authorities are in the course of 
preparing a longei four-year development 
plan which will facilitate matters for donors, 
some of whom are gradually moving 
towards a multi annual approach to aid. At 
present the system is dominated by a cycle 
of dramatic annual pleas for emergency aid 
which then has to be followed by 
consultations and deliberations on the part 
of the donors by which time there has been a 
serious gap between the request and 
deli'

CHARTER/SCHEDULE FLIGHTS
To Lagos and Kano only

Schedule I from 90 pence 
Consolidation | per kilo 
SERVICES WEEKLY TO 
FREETOWN. MONROVIA. LOME 
COTONOU ACCRA. LAGOS.

Rates on application
SEA FREIGHT
Ro-Ro Consolidation Twice weekly 

Weekly

gap _
udivery of aid.

The report to the ClLSScolloquiur 
up best the policies undertaken in 
Verde: "The experience ofCape T‘ 
an important example of how 
international co-operation to 

_____ short-term issues (such as unemplo; 
recipients of and try to eliminate the longc 

bottlenecks (erosion and opening up c 
certain parts of the islands), whil 
simultaneously ; 
mentality of de|

annual budget of lObn. Malian fn___
has to import food at a time when 
balance of payments is deeply in the red t 
undcrscverei 
shortage. Until the governr 
towards reinforcing the | 
peasant farmer food aid wi 
only alternative.

Worst effects 
are avoided 
THE STORY OF CAPE VERDE is a 
complete contrast Unlike other CILSS *'li'nn,ne- * [»c ‘ 
member-states there is very little likelihood ? Pr°Jc^ s. p 
of it achieving self-sufficiency in food and Detwccn 77 ani 

, , . , n*cmirr*i*c urer>> i
there is no real alternative employment 
outside the rural sector. The difference with 
Cape Verde though is that it stands out as an a
example of how a developing country has 
managed to accept food aid while avoiding 
the worst psychological consequences of 
such total dependence on the outside world. 
Food aid to Cz~z b 
ways: free distribution to consume 
for work projects and the selling off, 
in order to finance the "erne 
programme".

Free distribution has always been modest 
and directed to social groups that have been 
identified as the most vulnerable; the old, 
sick, children, refugees, families with cases 
of malnutrition and women who head a 
household The aid is given either in food or 
cash. However, this assistance has never 
reached more than 10 percent of the total 
value of food aid annually 

The food-for-work proje 
food as a salary for those 
government projects, 
assistance is largely conditioner 
of some donor states, especii 
Distribution costs and ‘ 
rate of monetisation of the < 
economy limit the utility of this type u. H>«*. 
In addition, the government is very 
conscious of the dangers that such aid might 
create a mentality of dependence among 
workers.

The most impressive use of food aid in 
Cape Verde, however, is the emergency 
programme. The aim here, on the part of 
the local authorities, has been to meet the 
two overwhelming economic problems for 
the islands; unemployment and the 
elimination of certain basic structural 
obstacles in the economy, such as the 
isolation of parts of islands, by the 
construction of more roads, increasing the 
output of supervised holdings and 
increasing the storage capacity for grains 
that are to be marketed. The effect is to 
eliminate direct assistance, which has 
tended to create a psychological 
dependence on aid. while giving 
government greater independence 
management of its projects.

While no-one would pretend that the 
system is perfect, all observers have agreed 
that the Cape Verde authorities have 
approached the complex question of 
identifying projects and the r.—,-------
jobs m those projects with rare attention. 
Short-term employment has to be created 
and must not coniiici wnn me tuture 
development planning. The projects have

francs. Mali to be profitable if the entire exercise is to be 
’* —*--u its of any value to the society.

. , ------- land Under the emergency programme the
: pressure because of an energy food aid is distributed by the Ministry of 
itil the government takes steps Commerce, which has created a specific 

position of the organisation for this purpose. The Emprcsa 
/ill be seen as the Publica de Abasrecimento. EMPA. has 

warehouses and stores throughout the 
islands. The finance acquired by the EMPA 
stores from the sale of food aid is 
transferred to the National Development 
Fund, whose activities are co ordinated by 
the State Secretariat to Co operation and 
Pfenning. The Fund finances the execution 

“ )to 1978 itwas estimated that 
nd 94 per cent of the fund's 

resources were covered by the sale of food 
aid. The fund, in a reasonable year makes 

"t least one-third of the national budget.
on a year like 1977/78 when there was 

serious drought, it constitutes about half the 
annual budget.

Though it has not been without its 
problems both the implementation and 
employment rates under the emergency 
programme have been encouraging. By 
1977/78. the implementation rate had risen 
to 80 7 per cent. Job creation has even 
exceeded expectations with implementa­
tions rates of 105.5 percent in 1976 and 
120 percent in 1977. especially in the rural 
sector. If there has been a slight problem it 
is that the capital intensive projects have 
lagged behind somewhat. It is estimated, 
therefore, that in 1977/78 190m. Escudos 
($5.3m ) were redistributed to Cape 
Verdians as wages from the emergency 
programme This is out of a total for the 
programme in that year of 282m. Escudos 
($7.8m.).
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jor private value tn addition to the plaque 
the head of an oba illustrated ab< 

resentations of the 
. >expected 

by the Sotheby s experts to sell for about 
£200.000. The present auction record fora 
Benin work of art is £185.000 for a figure of 
a flute-player sold at Sotheby’s in July.
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1964. The other great rarity is a double bell 
carv ed from is ory and dating from the first 
half of the sixteenth century. A price in 
excess of £160.000 is predicted for this.

The five-figure plaque illustrated on the 
cover shows a w amor chief flanked by two 
soldiers and attended by two naked 
retainers. It is remarkably nch in detail and 
is described in the catalogue as a "splendid 
example of the bronze-casters* skill". AH 
such plaques were produced between the 
middle of the sixteenth century and the first 
quarter of the seventeenth century.
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was not 
Society 
Geogra. 1 
1821 and 
Appropriate 
Institutions 
delivered addresses of greeting 
representatives of the Societies in 
(1833) and the American Geographical 
Society (1852). A Society was formed in St 
Petersburg in 1845 and a telegram from the 
Director of its logical successor, the 
Geographical Section of the Soviet 
Academy of Science, was also read out to 
the Duke of Kent, who presided, and to 
invited guests from the world over.

The Society is particularly remembered 
for involvement in revealing the sources of 
the Nile, but there arc few 19th century 
travellers to other regions of Africa who 
were not at some time sponsored, assisted

Geographical 
anniversary
SIR Clemence Markham once wrote of the 
Royal Geographical Society that its ‘ long 
array of gallant and brilliant achievement* 
has wrought a marvellous change on the 
map of Africa". But Africa has always been 
there. Indeed it has been truly said that the 
darkest thing about what the Victonan* 
sometimes called the Dark Continent 
their own ignorance of it — an ignorance 
which the Royal Geographical Society did 
much to dispel. Last week the Society 
celebrated its 150th Anniversary and it B 
interesting to reflect how much Africa has 
changed not only in her own development 
but also in the image which she reflects in 
the minds of men and women the world

One of the earliest references to Africa in 
the minutes of the Society refers to‘ablank 
on the map. a mysterious region exciting the 
ciinousity of geographers and explorers — 
most of whom, today, are more properly 
called travellers, since they asked their way 
and were guided — and even sometimes 
carried — to make their so-called 
"discoveries". Nevertheless the RGS. as it 
is usually known, played a very significant 
role both in bringing knowledge of the 
cities, rivers and lakes of Africa to the 
outside world and in their accurate survey 
It was fitting therefore that two of the guests 
that the Queen. Patron of the Society, 
stopped to exchange a few words w ith at the 
evening reception were Professors 
Mabogunje ami Udo of the University of 
Ibadan. "Have you come all this way just to 
join us here?’" she enquiried.

Although established in 1830 the RGS 
fact the first Geographical 
Europe The Societe de 

aphie de Paris was established in 
‘ that of Berlin in 1928 

iriatcly the Directors of these 
attended the ceremony and 

as did 
Mexico

THE BENIN bronze plaque which is 
reproduced on the cover was sold at 
Sotheby’s in 1954 for £450. It comes up for 
sale again on Monday. June 16. when it is 
expected to sell for about £200,000: I shall 
report the exact price it fetches next week. 
The contrast gives an indication of the way 
appreciation of the artistry' of the old Benin 
craftsmen has spread; but it also gives rise to 
thoughts about how this sort of money is 
bound to encourage the smuggling and 
faking of artefacts, and other sorts of 
corruption.

The plaque is part of one of the most 
important sales of Benin work for many 
years. Sotheby’s describes it as "The 
Property of a European Private Collector" 
and refuses (on instructions from the 
vendor) to offer any further information. 
This is a slightly pointless coyness, for the 
collection is well known and anyone who 
studies the subject knows that the seller is 
Mr. Adolph Swartz, a Dutch businessman, 
head of a firm manufacturing essences for 
use in perfumery, and a man who has built 
up since 1954 one of the few major private 
collections of Benin art. The catalogue 
introduction by Professor Philip J. C. Dark one of the earliest repn. 
says that the collector "had an eye for fine Bini brass-casters* skills. It. too. is 
pieces and was particularly interested in by the Sotheby s experts to sell I 
establishing the historical context of his £200.000. The | 
collection through study of the literature".

There are two other items of exceptional
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barbar 
them t

discover, 
climbed in the year of the Queen's 
coronation by an 
Hunt, the present
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escaped their 
book by Ian 

liirtheM ends of 
this

or honoured by the Society 
includes Burton, Speke, Land...
Baker, Livingstone. Stanley etc. Hardly a 
corner of the continent escaped their 
probing. An absorbing book by I 
Cameron entitled 7 <> the l<inhe\i ends 
the l-.uiih. which commemorates t

y it Q: It seems that it didn't really touch most 
the people because those were just so-called

'es and steals with a 
i. you think society has a right to 
and shoot him. but when an 
e gentleman with a degree, a 
y and a position arbitrarily 
millions or thousands into private 

you expect the punishment 
.j be different. Well that's one of society's 
problems that there are different standards 
and values for different people.

Master-Sergeant Doe’s 
coup is defended

me r.timi, wiin.ii vuiiiiucinuraies this u- ..
anniversary, freely admits that monies were ^la^a Fahnbulleh, the Liberian singer, was recently in Lagos for the 
easier to come by m the 19th century for launching of the Miss Black World organisation at the National Theatre, and 
work in Africa than elsewhere — *n Monrovia. In an interview with Nii K. Bentsi-Enchill, she discusses thi 
Antarctica for example — a further clear 
illustration, if one were needed, that the 
history of tcrntonal imperialism in Africa  
cannot be divorced from commercial and when 
missionary interests.

Indeed, founder members significantly 
included several of Sir Joseph Banks' Africa 
Association, which was incorporated into 
the Society in 1831. Government interest 
and support was early too. in the realisation 
that trade and the flag followed hard upon 
exploration in Africa. However, the RGS is

Lagos was about a barbaric, etc. etc " I was quick to remind 
-»« Economic Summit them that in the sixties when I was at school 
ireign Minister Baccus we were utterly horrified to hear that Sir 
cd away? Were people Abubakar Tafawa Balewa, Ahmadu Bello, 

ing about if’ Akintola. Okotie-Eboh had been mur-
Yes. there was a lot of discussion dered, and the way all these people had 

with been murdered! When I mentioned that, 
and all those years of massacres and civil 
war. and then " L  ;
Muhammed and the executions after- 

 „ wards . and they said •‘Well, you 
e Ghana or know ..

particular if they had been to Q: And the routine executions of armed 
.ruggles (unsuc- Liberia, knew about the contradictions in robbers on Bar Beach ..
j be first to reach that society So they were sympathetic and. A: Exactly
Poles and the 1 think, understood the reasons why '' ’* *u_‘

and ascent of Everest — first happened Like some Liberians and like t
- ■ - f the world, people in Lagos were criminals.

:d by the executions I think this is A: Yes, when a man 
where people forgot about the sympathy loaded gun. 
and began to question what was going on. stand up a 
Q: It is interesting that Nigerians were so honourable 
shocked by executions in Liberia. personality
A: Yes. this ls what I found . . . well, 1 didn't channels mi! 
really find it strange because, let's face it, bank accounts, 
everyone always wants to pretend that to be different, 
theirs isn't so bad. When a lot of my 
Nigerian friends were saying. "How

needs. The address of the Community 
Centre, in which she has an office, is St. 
Andrew's Church. Salusbury Road. 
Kilburn. W9. (The “Salusbury" is not a 
misprint: the inhabitants of Kilburn 
apparently have some original ideas about 
spelling.) Mrs. Topen and the Ghana Union 
will also have to turn their attention to 
ensuring an income for the centre: theCRE I 
grant is a one-off thing. '

> Qiiiiuuiien, me Liucuan — ------ -----------7 ■ »■>—
launching of the Miss Black World organisation at the National Theatre, and 
m Monrovia. In an interview with Nii K Bentsi-Enchill. she discusses the 

clear Present situation in Liberia.
Question: Your visit to 
week after the OAU 
-l.vii your new For 
Matthews got tumec .. 
still talking abc " :‘n 
Answer: ,11V1V _________ ____
and people were often confronting me 
the situation back home in Liberia.
Q: Were people generally sympathetic or 
hostile to the April events?

--------------„ A: I think everybody who was aware, 
remembered also for the search for the whether they came from Nigeria, Gi.«..... c." 
Northwest Passage, the crossing of the wherever, and particular if they hac*' 
Australian deserts, the struggles (unsuc- Liberia, knew 
ccssful in the lattercase) to be first to reach that society So they 
the North and South Poles and the 1 think, understooc

•very and ascent of Everest — first happeni 
icd in the year of the Queen's test of 

expedition led by Lord shocked 
President of the Society.

Project for 
children
A FULL-TIME Projects Officer has been 
appointed for the Ghana Union 
Community Centre in Kilburn. London, 
and the project should get off the ground 
soon. The person appointed is Mrs. Ruby 
Topen, who came from Accra to Britain 15 • 
years ago, at the age of 13. and was 
educated at school in London and then at 
the School of Oriental and African Studies, 
where she took a degree in African history 
and Hausa. Since then she has been at the 
International African Institute as a 
Research Fellow and Project Co-ordinator.

The appointment was made possible by a 
grant of £8,000 made by the Commission 
for Racial Equality The job description 
submitted to them would seem to be 
something that will tax even Mrs Topen's 
energy and abilities. She will be expected to 
produce a "cultural orientation programme 
aimed at children of Ghanaian extraction 
. . . organise social activities for Ghanaian 
children and children of other cultural 
backgrounds with a view to developing 
closer relationships . . . develop a resource 
centre and courses on African studies for 
adults and children ... organise a free legal 
advice centre . . and produce a news 
letter". 

Mrs. Topen's first priority will be to 
establish contact with Ghanaians in London 
and learn about their children and their
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way. They will always 
irbaric; we will always 

yone else, 
do it in

Q: Did you find yourself having to justify 
the executions?
A: Well. 1 realise that one killing or 13 

ings do not justify anything and if I want 
dllow theAnything

CM
RO M
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killings do not justify anything am 
to follow the book 1 do believe the rule that 
thou shall not kill. However, when you arc 
dealing w ith an explosive situation, a 
situation of war. you don’t expect thereto 
be no blood. To have thought there could 
have been a change in Liberia without 
bloodshed would have been dreaming. If a 
change had come before April 14 last year, 
then maybe it would have been without 
blood. But I could not see a change without 
blood coming after last April 14becausea 
lot of blood was shed that day. Even for 
those people who do not remember all the 
blood that was shed in the past, this was the 
first time in our lifetime that so much blood 
was spilt, and the situation was never calm 
again.
Q: We read in the Western press about the 
violence that followed the April 12 
uprising, the looting and harassment of 
foreigners and "Congo" people. What was 
it like when you got to Monrovia?
A: I arrived around May 22. a good month 
after all these events had been reported,sol 
found the city relatively calm. You do 
notice when you arc passing the homes of 
former officials who were arrested that their 
houses have been looted But compared to 
last year when there was outnght 
vandalising and looting of businesses and 
almost everything in sight in the city centre, 
this year it was turned on the houses of 
those officials and people they knew had 
been carried away. This was done by 
soldiers, not under orders, the few 
renegades who take things into their own 
hands, and a lot of civilians, neighbours of 
these people, who live in shacks. This was 
their day to take their revenge so they went 
in and carted off what they could.
Q: A lol has been made of t he barbarism of 
the executions.
A: Let's put it this \ 
make us appear bar 
seem to be more barbaric than anyi 
Maybe the Liberian people did 
excess on that particular day.
Q: I’m told there is a slum just by the 
Barclay Training Centre?
A: Oh yes. On the beach there where these 
people were executed are the living 
quarters of the soldiers, and it is a slum area 
where you wouldn't want your dog orcut to 
live. My understanding is that if you treat a 
man like a dog then you don’t expect him to 
act like anything else.
Q: 1 also understand there were only about 
150 trained men out of an army of about 
5.000’’
A: 1 wouldn't put the number above that. 
Maybe the rest of Africa, having heard of a 
coup in Liberia by Master Sergeant Doe 
and so forth is not aware that our army was 
really non-existent. Yes. the names were 
there on the payroll, some uniforms were 
supplied and so on. but basically they kept 
those people for ceremonial and pompous 
occasions, visits of heads of state and things 
like that. But the rest of the soldiers were 
really left to survive. Their duties were 
anything from going to gi 
house or going on the pl
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 sted of a 
"topic but had not been  
e system, and we were the know the lust 
 of Africa in terms of in touch wi 

 Now if "seventeen illiterate continent, f 
men" could do it; even if it was with guns redeemer to his . 
they knew what would be the consequences of Liberian people to 
if they failed and we must admire their working to fulfil the 
courage. They knew that the democratic ordinr--------------------------
process in Liberia could never be changed 
democratically, and they realised that a 
coup would never be forthcoming fro“ * " 
upper echelon of the army because 
were put there through patronage 
more education do you need to analys 
like they did?
Q: What about the tribalism business’’ f 
A: From thecolonial powers, the imperialist important to 
press etc. the thing they have always done is our monev ’ 
to divide and rule. Now the focus is on pcop!: 
Liberia. Up until recently the concentration take [ 
was on the "native Liberians" and the leader 
" Americo-Liberians": there was no 
emphasis on the Vai or the Gola. we were 
all indigenous Liberians or Americo- -----
Liberians, now that the "native Liberians" with Africa’s problems all these 
in the persons o'f Sergeant Doe and the PRC They have been , .. 
have toppled a government identified as little kingdoms. Without glonfyir. 
Amcrico-Liberians, there is a new death of Dr Tolbert. I think developments 
agitation All of a sudden our tribes have in Liberia will have a positive impact on the 
been discovered. All the years 1 have been OAU.

We are direc* 
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-  emphasised 
the apparent lack of a clear programme. ,r‘b: 
raised the problem of tribalism, and pointed S’. 
out the lack of education of the soldiers. 
What is your appreciation of the change’’ 
A: Well, a change is a beginning, a new 
beginning. It's like a newborn child. You 
got to wet on yourself or whatever, reach 
the stage w hen you can crawl, when you can 
walk. Liberia had a change Even though it 
was expected, most aware people felt it 
would happen by 1981-82 — but it 
happened on April 12 On the education 
thing, one of the greatest tragedies in Africa 
is that with the coming of "Western 
civilisation", Africans have come to look on s

Mitillu Falinbulleh.
hearing about Chea Cheapoo or George 
Boley, they were never referred to as 
Kranh. They are Liberians. I think at this 
time, we the Liberians of the younger 

notation cannot afford to want to listen to 
balism.

„ What about the stories that soldiers went 
to this bank here and took this amount of 
money, went there and took that amount’’ 
A: The media are always so concerned with 
the sensational aspects. Yes, there are true 
stories of soldiers, not under orders, who 
took it upon themselves to go into people's 
homes to intimidate people because they 
knew they could get away with it then. It 
happens everywhere when there is chaos 
and confusion, but it is also used to discredit 
the positive things that might be going on. 
So a soldier got away with a thousand or two 
thousand dollats. But where were these 

, .. .. same concerned and observant reporters
mey as ignorance and sturdy 1 have a whc„ corruption sccntcd ,0 bc parl of thc 
Jf itinerate relatives who 1 know have lcd codc ofconduct7

commonsense and who are wise The fact Q. We have seen B.K.CU5 Matthews lurned 
that an Afncan cannot read orwn e English from t|K cconom|l. summit of lhe 
does not mean he cannot make a decision in 0AU anJ Mas|cr & Doc from ,hc 
the interests ofhis own people. The miluaiy EC0WAS summit wh has lhB bccn 
and civilian government is capable of |lappening> |
handling the administration of this country. One explanation ot what has been
I think they have enough qualified people, happening is that by not recognising Master

For 133 years. Liberia had boasted of a Sergeant Doe, other African leaders hope | 
lot of educated people but had not been (0 deter similar coups. If so, they do not i 
able to change the system, and we were thc know the history of Liberia and they are not 
laughing stock of Africa in terms of in touch with what's going on in the 
nationalism. Now if "seventeen illiterate continent. Master Sergeant Doe is a 

people. The same struggle 
□pic to have a leadership 
— • . aspirations of the 

viw.nary people is going on in other Afncan 
countries. The refusal of other African 
leaders to allow Liberia in has only unified 

from the (he country even more behind Master 
i they Sergeant Doe. It is ironic that the last straw 
What (hat broke the Tolbert Administration's 

ifse that back was its very prestigious OAU project 
which we couldn't really afford but the 
prestige of being OAU Chairman was very 
important to him. After about S350m. of 

~?ney was spent on hosting these 
people and now they don’t think we should 

part because we have removed our 
:r, it brings Liberia to a point of 

realisation where we begin to deal with the 
problems of the OAU 1 think all our 
African leaders have been avoiding dealing 

16 years 
They have been trying to retain their own 
little kingdoms. Without glorifying the 
death of Dr. Tolbert, 1 thin!

were carted off to private farms to work I 
know a couple of people who were soldiers 
but worked as ordinary civilians; they didn't 
live in the barracks and didn't wear 
uniforms because there were no uniforms to 
give them. They considered themselves 
soldiers though they ncvercamcd guns, but 
they lived in the community. 1 think people 
just began to realise after April 12 the 
predicament of the soldiers.
Q: To some extent then, ordinary soldiers 
were just like ordinary workers?
A: That's right. Because maybe they had thc 
arms, they decided to take action, but they 
were actually echoing the feeling of thc 
masses. Yes. we call them soldiers and they 
carry guns, but up until April 12 they were 
largely a part of thc civilian population.
Q: There has been disagreement about the 
substance of the change. An article in II ex/ 
Africa last week for instance e 

arent lack of a clear prog 
nroblem of tribalism, and 

iuuk of education of the s
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long existed between our three

I

Call or write:

ECONOMY 
FLBGHTS 

TO 
AFRBCA 

Three year full time course 
and correspondence courses available.

Central college facilities 
include library, full-time academic staff, 
comprehensive study manuals

For prospectus write to:
INTER-AIR TRAVELS 
16-17 Jacey Galleries 

523 Oxford Street 
London W1N 9HH 
Tel: 01-493 7843 
Telex: 8952994

tors and the Seventeenth Summit 
Organisation. I have no 

> the total support and 
commitment of all Sierra Leoneans and 
friends at home and abroad, the efforts 
which we have made in the preparation for 
these meetings will be crowned with

Chart University Tutors 
T-T-W 

Bachelor of Law 
Degree 

University of London 
(External)

Contact us before your next 
flight to Accra. Lagos, Abid­
jan, Douala, Johannesburg. 
Lusaka, Monrovia, Nairobi. 
Dar-es-Salaam and many 
other African destinations. 
Remember we are the Afri­

can travel specialists.

The Registrar. Chart University Tutors
53, Great Sutton Street, London. ECIV ODQ 

or telephone 0I-251 4981 (24 hour answering service) 

i complete
larty system.

an with a review of the
lied that he had visited

an earlier visit to
Jent Sekou Toure).

jeria. The Presidents
iia has visited Sierra

rarticipated in the 
■it in the South of 

recently from the 
!. He referred to 

regrettable misunderstandings" 
developed with Liberia but said. 

' 'g possible to see that 
ings are cleared as 
” :rra Leone valued 

other connections
PlVShleltl

Thirty-fifth Session of the Council of success."
Ministers and the Seventeenth Summit Another important
Meeting of the Organisation. 1 have no said, was the meeting on January . 
doubt that with the total support and at Conakry Dec. Sierra Leone, of II

By a correspondent
PRESIDENT Si AKA STEVENS of Sierra 
Leone, al the State Opening of Parliament 
in Freetown on June 6. looked forward to 
the holding of the OAU summit at the 
beginning of July and. on internal matters, 
promised a Bill to complete the 
establishment of a one-pt

The President bega 
past 12 months, recall 
Guinea (reciprocating z 
Sierra Leone by Preside 
Kuwait. Qatar and Alger 
of Ghana and Tanzania 
Leone. He attended the OAU economic 
summit in Lagos, par 
Franco-African summit 
France and returned  
ECOWAS summit in Lome, 
“certain 
that had 
"We will do everything p 
these misunderstanding 
soon as possible.” Siei 
highly its historic and ■ 
with Liberia.

The President continued: "In July last 
year, I led our delegation to the Sixteenth 
Summit of the Organisation of African 
Unity held in Monrovia where my 
delegation made constructive contribution 
to the deliberations of that Summit. In a few 
days from now. as you are all aware. Sierra 
Leone will have the honour of hosting the

event, the President 
31. 1980.

  the Heads 
of State of Guinea. Liberia and Sierra 
Leone "The outcome of that Summit has 
not only strengthened the fraternal bonds 
that have sob ’ " . ........*
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■ : u..t over an(j abovc a|| n paved 
■»y for the formal admission of the 
 s Revolutionary Republic of Guinea 
Mano River Union. 1 have no doubt of rutile valued at Le 1.6m. was made last 

: accession of the Republic of Guinea v’---- *—
e Mano River Union will result in 
,e political and economic benefits as 
provide an added leverage 

ss struggle to meet the basic 
peoples.” 

griculture. the j 
emphasis on t

VIDEOS
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Buy from us at tax-free prices. 
Guaranteed quick supply of 
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the grant of a mineral oil 
icencc to a consortium of 

ipanics, exploration for 
> deposits will commence

between the also for the crea«. 
opportunities and g- 
amongst the pcop 
irrespective of their c< -------

He added: “The infrastructural 
developments that have taken place in 
Sierra Leone in connection with our hosting 
of the 17th OAU Conference have given 
a further boost to the Tourist Industry in 
this country. 1 wish to take this opportunity 
to express the appreciation of my 
Government to various International 
Agencies such as the European Economic 
Community, the United Nations Develop­
ment Programme and the International 
Labour Organisation for their assistance, 
especially in the training of middle-level 
personnel in the tourist and hotel industry.

"My Government intends to construct a 
new National Museum and a new Cultural 
Village to match the ultra modern hotels 
that have been built. Consideration is also 
being given to the establishment of Cultural 
Centres in Bo. Makeni and Kenema. In 
keeping with my Goverment’s policy of 
encouraging cultural exchanges at Interna­
tional level, cultural agreements have been 
signed with a number of friendly countries, 
and Sierra Leone is now a full member of 
the African Cultural Institute."

On education, the President noted that

jublic of Guinea November.
“I am pleased to announce that 

agreement was signed recently ’ 
Government and the Austrian state-owned 
Austro-mineral Company to re-open the 
Marampa iron ore mines. Studies 

 conducted show that the project is 
production of rice, economically feasible, and will initially 

involve the treatment of ore tailings.
“The 1961 Bauxite Mineral Prospecting 

and Mining Agreement was successfully 
renegotiated during the year under review, 
and makes provision for increases in rents 
and fees and for effective participation by 
Sierra Leoneans in the top management of 
the Company At present prospecting for 
bauxite is being done in the Kamakwei area 

negotiations arc currently being 
conducted between the Government and 
Alussuise to conclude an agreement for 
bauxite mining and processing in the Port 
Loko area.

"Following 1 
*—'^ration lie 

provided American oil com| 
z  otalvalue mineral oil and gas > 

exports, with diamonds alone this year.
• 63 per cent of the country's "A few months ago the Gove 

eport earnings. received a favourable feasibility re
• The timely resumption of rutile the Kimberlite deposits in 1 

roduction. and the price increases of ---------- t;
imonds and bauxite were major factors and ho ding consultations with experts with 
lich contributed to the present favourable a view to arriving at a suitable arrangement

position of the mining industry. Rutile for the exploitation of these deposits, 
production was resumed in July, 1979. and “Gold will continue to occupy a high 
the first commercial shipment of 7,500 tons priority in our exploration efforts in the 

ensuing year.”
The President said tourism was a vehicle 

"not only for earning foreign exchange but 
also for the creation of employment 

general understanding 
oples of the World 
colour, race orcreed " 
"The

countries but 
the way “ ~ ‘ 
People's 
to the M 
that the a 
into the 
immense pi 
well as rrn 
relentless 3t 
of our r”-'I

In agriculture, the government continued 
to lay emphasis on the j 
“The unprecedented importation of large 
quantities of rice last year was a direct result 
of the vagaries of weather conditions and 
the invasion of army worm pests. Tocombat 
this situation, my Government approved 
the mounting of a Crash Rice Programme 
during the current cropping season. The 
Programme is supported by new tractors, 
power tillers, and implements which have 
already been deployed in various parts of and 
the country. It is hoped that this exercise 
will contribute in no small measure to 
increasing our national production of nee."

On mining, the President said: "The vital 
role played by the mining sector in past 
years was maintained during 1979. During explorz 
the year, mineral exports provided Americ 
approximately 60 percent of the total value mine 
of domestic exports, with diamonds alone this ye 
contributing 63 percent of the country's "A few months ago the Government 
export earnings. received a favourable feasibility report on

■The timely resumption of ruttie Ktmberhte deposit, Kono. My 
production, and the pnee increases of Government ha, been studyinE the report 
diamond, and bauxite were maior factor, and holdmgconsultat.ons wnh expert, wtth 
whi

GHANA
Roshview (GH) Ltd
Yellow House
No. 3 O»u Lebedl Road 
PO Box 14745 Accra
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ilitiei 

year, two 
  Chiefs were

held — one in the Southern Province and 
the other in the Eastern Province. It is

- -  expect 
that the University of Sierra Leone has held 

not-too-di 
providit 
meet t
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e who are concerned 
v.opment and progress of 
Nigeria, the implications 
deserve serious attention, 
the central trade union are 

a political ideology, i.e. 
is possible to interpret 

Umoh's article to mean that poli 
ideology which accounts for the spliu ■■ 
central labour movement is separ-’" 
distinct from trade union poli

Marxism and trade 
unions in Nigeria
Paul Okojie offers a reply to the two articles by Umoh James Umoh. The 
articles have stimulated other replies and comments, which we will publish 
in subsequent weeks.

INI WO ARTICLES on the trade unions in Umoh to be more informed (i.e. the history 
Nigeria (II < v Ulrica, May 26 and June 2). of the trade union splits) his account of the 
Umoh James Umoh attempted to explain ----- -- — —1 •
why. between 1949 and 1974. successive 
central trade union bodies created to serve 
the interest of all union members given careful attention to his evidence, 
experienced three major splits. The articles However, for those * 
raise a number of disturbing matters which about the dcvelopm 
deserve careful consideration. trade unions in

He uses the word "MarxisLs" without his conclusions 
making clear what he means by it. He also The splits in 
used the word 'Left" in a confusing way. Is blamed on . 
it a generic word’* Does it include Marxists? Marxism. It is possible to interpret Mr. 
The confusion gcLs worse when he draws Umoh's article to mean that political 
distinctions between "Marxists". "Liberal ideology which accounts for the splits in the 
Socialist” and "Liberal Left". Who on earth central labour movement is separate and 
is a 'Liberal Left”.’ distinct from trade union policy and

Even in matters where one expected Mr. philosophy. If this view is correct, trade

"it is becoming increasingly difficult for Paramount Chiefs in the Provinces hi 
Sierra Leoneans to study in the United become more aware of their responsibilit 
Kingdom, more particularly in the legal as natural rulers. During the • * 
field. At the same time, the country needs Conferences of Paramount Cl 
personnel trained in Law to serve not only 
as Barristers and Solicitors but also in 
various other fields. I am pleased to disclose 

formally approved the establishment of a 
Law Faculty." r.w.-...e.. ------- ----------

President Stevens said: "Government meet and discuss matters of mutual 
will, in this Session, initiate a Bill to give interests, these Conferences have afforded 
effect to consequential provisions relating Paramount Chiefs the opportunity of 
to the One-Party System established by the having Government's policy explained to 
Constitution of Sierra Leone. This Bill will them. The benefits and development! 
amend and repeal certain Acts of our resulting from these meetings are now being 
Parliament which are inconsistent with the seen in terms of various self-help projects 
provisons of the One-Party Constitution of ranging from agriculture and health to 
Sierra Leone and thereby finally remove, basic social and economic infrastructure 
inter alia, the last vestiges of a multi-party including rural roads and bridges.
system of Government." "The Register of Voters which was last

On finance, he said: "During the fiscal revised in 1975 is now completely out of 
year 1979 80. my Government and the date. It i ' ‘ J
International Monetary Fund (IMF) this year, 
reached an understanding on the use of the revised ; 
Fund's resources under a Standby Credit Electoral 
Agreement which is designed to support 
Sierra Leone's economic Stabilisation  
Programme. However, since the conclusion Tribal Headmen and 
of the Standby Programme, developments the Western Area.” 
outside our control have continued to The President ended by s 
hamper the attainment of our financial Speaker. Honourable Mcml 
objectives. Recent escalations in the cost of concludi ' ''
imported oil and other external cost 
increases which we have had to absorb, 
coupled with the weakening * 
tional prices for our main agricultural 
exports have caused a substantial 
deterioration in our terms of trade."

The President referred to local 
government reforms. "During my meet- every Sierra 
the-people tours, I spared no pains m 
explaining Governments policy and the 
need for every citizen to be totally i 
in the task of nation building 
self-help and collective efforts. As

saying: "Mr. 
 ibers. before

ling this address, let me say that the 
next few weeks will be an important and 

. historic period in the history of our 
of interna- country. Delegations from fifty Sister 

African States will be converging in 
Freetown to attend the 35th Session of the 
Ministerial Conference and the 17th 
Summit Meeting of the OAU. To this end, 
 -.7 C;c~a Leonean must play his or her 

pains m ow n part to ensure that the Conferences are 
and the a success. I therefore appeal to you as 
involved Parliamentary Representatives to give our 
through Government the fullest support in this

• a result, important task."

:tcd that a third Conference will be 
in the Northern Province in the 

Jistant future. Apart from 
mg a forum for Paramount Chiefs to 
 and discuss matters of 

interests, these Conferences have a 
Paramount Chiefs the oppor‘ 
having Government's policy explt 

T‘._ and develc
: from these meetings are i 
terms of various sclf-helf 
from agriculture and 

social and economic ir.fi 
ling rural roads and bridge 
te Register of Vote- "hie 

) 197:
is intended therefore that during 

ir. the Register of Voters will be 
and brought up-to-date. The 
Commission in the past year was 

involved in the Election of a number of 
Paramount Chiefs in the Provinces and of 

Village Headmen in
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,'NC). In 
with the 

)sition until 
o end their

lean that Marxists have always caused the 
t. bitterness and division of workers 
ig ideological lines? Or docs he simply 

„.un that Marxists have contributed to 
splits, bitterness and division, etc ...?

1 do not intend to defend the "Marxists . 
In fact, it is not necessary to do i 
argue that Mr Umohconfused I
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inion leaders arc at fault in conflating 
ideology with trade union 

philosophy. This line of reasoning leads to 
the conclusion that trade union policy r”'1 
philosophy provide the requisite base 
trade union unity, and thzt 
ideology is merely divisive.

He argued, correctly, that the splits which 
occurred weakened the effectiveness of 
trade unions in Nigeria generally. Were the 
splits inevitable? As explained above, Mr. wher 
Umoh believes that union leaders ought to leau. 
have confined themselves to recognised 
trade union functions. It is, as shall 
argued later, a fallacy Ig mSu.t.c that 
discrete distinction between trade unionism living stL..«u.M w. ...v. 
and politics is possible. He blamed the characterise the problem as 
Marxists for the splits, although he between Marxists and non-Marxist 
equivocated, when he wrote: misrccognise the complexity of the

"Throughout the history' of the (See Robin Cohen Labour and Politit.s in 
Nigerian labour movement, Marxists Nigeria. 1974; R. Sandbrook and Robin 
have always contributed (author's Cohen, The Development ol an African 
italics) to the split, bitterness and Working Class, 1975).
division of workers along ideological Mr. Umoh's articles almost amount to a 
lines." call which says, "Stop the Marxists now Umoh

The problem with the sentence is the use before they take over". What evidence has 
of the word "contributed". Did Mr. Umoh Mr. Umoh for this view9 
mean that Marxists have always caused the Firstly, let us look at the claim that 
split, bitterness and division of workers Marxists caused the splits in the central 
along ideological lines? Or does he simply labour movement. Mr. Umoh wrote that 
mean that Marxists have contributed to the cause of the first split of the Trade 

Union Congress of Nigeria (t* ~ ‘
trade unioi

of the (Sec 
 . Marxists Nigc 

Iways contributed (author's CGu 
to the split, bitterness and 

i of workers along ideological

inion called 
 „ m of Labour

(NNFL). However, in 1950, the Nigerian 
Labour Congress was formed to unify the 
two factions. The NLC failed, not because 
of the undemocratic actions of the Marxists. 
' . ' “ the NLC's ineffectiveness.

: puts it in this way:
"In 1950, mercantile workers went 
on strike. The failure of the strike and 
the dismissal of workers reduced the 
influence of the first NLC. Many 
unions withdrew from it. ” 
March. 1951 to July. 1953 tl  
NLC existed only in name and had no 
influence among the workers or in the 
country."

Therefore it was disingenuous of Mr.
' when he wrote that:

‘The first NLC inaugurated in 1950 
.. disintegrated because of the 

political differences of the leaders." 
his own admission, it was clear that the 

tCtive NLC had to be replaced. In
All Nigerian Trade Union 
(ANTUF) was formed "to 

. .....  . ineffective first NLC". This
aligned to the National suggests that ANTUF represented the 

an Citizens (NCNC). In consensus of opinion in the labour 
voted to align with the movement. Not satisfied. Umoh wrote:

NCNC. and this remained the position until "But because of the leftist leanings of
1948. In 1949, the TUCN voted to end their leaders of ANTUF. many democratic

By hi 
ivement. Mr. Umoh wrote that ineffect 
of the first split of the Trade 1953, the 

igress of Nigeria (the first central Federation 
„„V11W   in body) was over whether the replace the

In fact, it is not necessary to do so. 1 want to TUCN should be a 
argue that Mr Umohconfused thesituation Council of Nigeriar 
by giving weight to this aspect of the 1943, The TUCN s 
problem and therefore failed to recognise K,rK,r’ »>»« ’■a™ 
the more important areas which could

union leaders arc at fault in conflating equally be blamed for the trade union splits alignment with the NCNC against the 
political ideology with trade union in so far as one secs the splits as a problem at wishes of the “Leftists" who wanted to sec 
-KiioFopHy This line of reasoning leads to all. Mr. Umoh failed to look at central trade the alliance continued. Mr. Umoh claims 

conclusion that trade union policy and union structures (which were adversely that the Leftists, feeling peeved that they 
. i... -jisitc base for commented on by Mr. Justice Duro Adebiyi could not remain in the NCNC under the

that political who headed the Trade UnionTribunal), the TUCN umbrella, broke away from the 
government (see Adcho Commission; First TUCN to form a rival central un: 

------ . Report pf the Wages anti Salaries Review the Nigerian National Federation!
weakened the effectiveness of Commission. 1971) and the employers. • •• ----- •

kh___! ii.. u» .u. Obviously, unions arc bound to disagree
/here the feeling exists that some union 
jaders are more favourably disposed to 

agree with government interventions in but because of 
... .. ... .. be trade union autonomy, even when those He 
' to assume that such a interventions have an inimical effect on the 
.tween trade unionism living standards of union members. To 

He blamed the characterise the problem as an issue 
splits, although he between Marxists and non-Marxists is to
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sponsored study in Western Europe.
", . . many trainees, on their return to 
Nigeria leave the labour movement 
for positions in government, politics 
or even multinational co-operations. 
The net result of these programmes is 
to siphon off local leaders in to 
positions outside the labour move­
ment; the “foreign aid' nature of 
international trade union organisa­
tions vitiates the accountability of 
union leadership to the demands of 
the rank and file."

While Lubeck’s study is limited to Kano, 
the evidence does not suggest that 
right-wing central unions are better or 
worse than left-wing unions. The 

.emment while paper on the Adebiyi 
ide Union Tribunal accused the centra! 

unions of •“racketeering, abuse of office, 
personality cult, politicisation, corrupt 
conflict of interests and similar malp 
tices". The central labour organise

: question which is never asked is 
' for what?" The belief feeds on itself 
le unionswill bargain better and more 

effectively for their members if they were 
united. If bargaining better and more 
effectively means more of the Morgan. 
AdeboorUdoji types, then it is a mistake. It 
is time to recognise that these types of wage 
negotiations arc harmful to trade union 
members.

Instead, the unions should strenj 
and improve the effectiveness of their I 
unions. Contrary to general belief, the 
separate central union bodies showed a organise 
reasonable degree of internal stability. 
Relative to other institutions in the state 
which experienced major violent changes 
(the military institutions and society 
generally) the trade unions were fairly opportunism 
stable. It is important to note that the union Z... ..I., ..
leadership had been dominated by nearly central labour 
the same personalities over the three whether the 
decades, therefore, it becomes easy to 
understand why efforts to unite them failed. 
The Apena Declaration (1974)showed that 
union leaders were prepared to unite 
because of expediency and not principles.

Mr. Umoh has warned the nght to guai J 
against the disruptive influences of the 
Marxists, especially in view of 1981. The of integrity. It is not 
question which he does not ask is why a perse 
should we be so trusting of the right? In a influen 
research on a ULCN affiliated house union union 
in Kano. Paul M. Lubeck found that: poin

"the careers of three officials intej 
representing the Kano branch of the ur"v> 
United Labour Congress, contrasts " .. -----
sharply with those of the rank-and- "the right to command and ex| 
file workers." receive obedience" (B ddmt Strike.

One of them was offered an ICFTU In decree after decree the Federal

the status quo.
The facts do not show that the "left" are 

more likely to split central trade union 
bodies than the right. Mr. Umoh fails to found 'to be dishonest (IIH 4/mw. 
consider why these splits occur, but February 28. 1977). On their international 
contents himself with meaningless labels. conncctfons. the Adebiyi report stated that: 

"Massive financial and material 
support from international organisa­
tions was wasted, a good portion of 
the financial and material donations 
found their way into pockets of 
individuals. The Central Labour 
Organisations had been run like 
“cults' with only a few top officials 
trusted to know how the financesand 
other affairs were managed" (H'est 
Africa. ibid).

The ideological claim of the different 
central trade union bodies is functional 
only, as it seems, because union leaders do 
not believe that they could generate their 
financial resources from their own 
members. In fact, they have never tried to 
organise membership so as to be 
independent of foreign financial aid. It was 
the case that the ideology you subscribed to 
is equivalent to the source of financial aid 
you arc likely to gel. Therefore.

“ii was inevitable.
As to why a house union affiliates to a 

organisation, it is doubtful 
decision to affiliate is 

influenced by the ideology of the central 
organisation. Local rather than national 
leadership plays the most important part. 
As Lubeck shows in his research, the rank 
and file workers were quite prepared to put 

lard their trust on a local union leader if they 
thought he was honest, upright and a person 
of integrity. It is not inconceivable that such 
•> notion would play an important part in 

-cncing affiliation to a national trade 
union organisation. From this vantage 
point, labels do not count. It is a matter of 
ntegrity. This is important as it is the house 
inions who experienced what Gouldnei 

calls the manager s structural authority.
cpect to 
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union leaders withdrew and r<»<»A 
positii e Veps to prevent the drift oj the 
\ tuerutn trade union moi ement to the 
left.'

Mr. Umoh. it seems, is very selective in 
defining what he calls "split". He does not 
sec the conduct of the right-wing trade 
unionists in this instance as splitting the 
central trade union body, instead their 
action as ““democratic union leaders" is to 
take “positive steps to prevent the drift of 
the Nigerian movement to the left". My 
scoreboard of split causers is as follows: 
Marxists I. Rightwingers I.

In 1959. working away tirelessly as ever, 
the state managed to shore together 
another unified trade union body — this 
time itwascalled the Trade Union Congress „OV( 
of Nigeria. As usual, it split — exactly a year -]-nu 
after. This time. Mr. Umoh did not say who UIUU1U» u, —-
caused the split, except that the cause of the personality cult, politicisation, corruption, 
split was ideological. In May. 1962. yet conflict of interests and similar malprac- 
another central labour organisation failed tices". The central labour organisations 
to hold the two factions together. The "left" between 1969 and 1975 were run with little 
broke away. In fact the split merely restored regard for system and care. The leadership 

^“O- exhibited little, if any. sense of
:ts do not show that the "left" are responsibility or accountability to workers 

likely to split central trade union t|lcy represented Some officers had been 
than the right. Mr. Umoh fails to fou'nj lo be dishonest (B'cW .4/mw. 

why these splits occur, but February 28. 1977). On their inteir.a:.cr.J

As ls common w ith many commentators on 
the Nigerian trade union movement, the 
necessity for the central unions to be unified 
is posed as unproblematic and incontrover­
tible.

The
"unity I 
that the
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government limited the power 
therefore the effectiveness of the 
Government statements suggest 
strong unions were desirable, but 
employers, government actions  
different from reality. Employment laws 
provided little or no protection against 
victimisation and unjust dismissals The trr 
rank and file workers remained as 
vulnerable as ever. This vulnerability is spon 
more irksome because of the power of the Eure 
employer to issue verbal reprimand, impose 

wages, inflict 
Peasant work.

employer to issue verbal reprir 
extra hours of work, dock \ 
demotion, transfer to less pl 
closer supervision.

The experience of trade unions in Nigeria 
is that they arc 
risk, to fight 
right, grievances which in some societies 
would be treated as part of the social wage, 
i.e. items outside pay negotiations which arc as 
equally beneficial to all sections of society, arc, t

The state is seen and continues to be seen WI 
as independent and therefore acting on 
behalf of all classes. Here. Mr. Umoh see 
to accept the ideology u. .—B-----
uncritically as the ideology of the working 
class. The role of the state as an e 
and by implication a vested interest in 
maintaining low wages, 
appreciated The governm 
instrument of authority i 
state, acts naturally in t 
capital. The govei 
authority, but only 
Acting as such instrument, it is possi— 
it to act as if it genuinely wants labour ur 
while in fact it acts against this desire 
unions must be aware of this ploy.

—  three as Democrats, one as a 
 iahst and another as Liberal 

Left. For “Democrats" substitute "Reac- 
‘ ------------will be the
„. ...» -«...-..ing labels, the 
serious. It suggests that 

innot be democrats. If this is the 
the union leaders, then an 

: war between them seems 
Quarrels over overseas sponsor- 

:r labels arc unimportant matters. 
As V. L. Allen (The Memiine <>/ l\ orkme 
Ckix* in Allied). I Wallerstein (Ixlt mid 
Riehl in Africa) and G. Arrighi and John 
Saul

mem in I ropiud Afrit a) have argued, labels 
are not accurate descriptions ofwhat people 

•*—y are.
The NLC needs to widen its perspective. 

If its organisational structure remains as it is 
at present, then revolutionary language as 
expressed by the leadership will be no more 
than a revolution from above, i e. empty 
rhetoric. The NLC must move in the 
direction of improving the social wage in 
order to benefit those classes who. because 
of special circumstances, are not union 
members. These arc the old. the feeble, the 
sick, the unemployed and the urban and the 
rural poor. If they cannot fight to achieve 
the extension of the social wage, then their 
irrelevance to the underprivileged in society 
will become more obvious. This is the war 
the unions must fight.

  This fight concerns wealth distribution, 
facts as they and as far as the unions are involved in it.

they arc acting politically. It is in the logic of 
things that those whose labour efforts 

the social wealth should 
>ate in the distribution of the wealth 

power. In 
’ distribut 

not undermining the poli
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and Judging by what Mr. Umoh said, there is 
unions, a danger that the selfishness which afflicted 

sted that the old central union organisations might say they 
Jt like all surface again. It seems that the union TheNI 

were leaders arc involved again 
positions. Mr. Umoh tells us 
has sponsored 150 union leaders abroad for 
radc union courses This, it seems, 

become a source of dispute. Of the 
cnonsorcd trips, 45 were to ” 
Europe Yet. Mr. Umoh is complaining: 

"The Marxists in the NLC arc now 
compaigning seriously to prevent 
industrial unions from fraternising 
with their international counterparts 
in Western Europe."

The basis of this complaint is not clear 
“' right-wingers (assuming that is what 

arc if you "fraternise" with Western 
irope) had twice as many sponsored visits 
the "Marxists". With the ' 

<• the dispute is very petty
. /hat is one to make of this classification

 — by Mr. Umoh. He named five NLC officers generate
ie. Mr. Umohseems as Marxists, three as Democrats, one as a parucipf
of the ruling class Liberal Socialist and another as Liberal created with their labour 

' -----— participating in the process of distribution,
they arc not undermining the political 
process, but by their intervention they 
indicate the inequalities of unequal wealth 
distribution which is the effect of excluding 
the class which generates the social wealth. 
In participating in the distribution process, 
it is important for the trade unions not to act 
as aclass for itself, but as the authentic body 

(The Memiine <»/ H urkimt for all the working class. The unions need 
), I. Wallerstein (Ixli mid not fear political responsibility, but must 

... If rim) and G. Arrighi and John show wisdom and common sense in their 
(_S«kiidrini mid Eummmc Deiehip- organisation and actions

 Continuous
Cargo receiving with 

warehousing and open 
Storage facilities as required



WEST AFRICA 16 June lilt

Mauritanian outlook

10 am

carpets and

Electrically 
t(r)opical —

3 minutes from 
Oxford Circus

sector, 
fishing, 
severe

Akjoujt 
fucl-inten! 
high arsenic co 
below 
therefore cor
1978 Large < 
of Nouakcho 
a rise of about 
increased by an
1979 The entire 
cement plant in 5

:isanim 
. of fist

sector, real 
:n low (about 

cent in 1979). 
in 1977. was

II.«
i=

oil ori'roll oft

ting 
don

»rew at an a v erat 
t during 1974-", 

>wth of consume'
■ domestic prod 
s. by just over 1 
nng gap was f 
let inflows of forci 

ouguiyas 
in 1979. r 
DP in 1974

Siera 
Export

3^5

___ I Horne Counties 
nywhcre in the UK 

mts to students 
inged

tui/i CM. write or telephone

Leaving 
for home?

Why not contact us?

BRESHA 
(UK) LTD

International Freight Forwarders
— We II ship your goods or cargo

to any destination
Shipping of general cargo to Africa

— household and personal effects
— cats, trucks, buses
— all kinds ol machim
— containers and loll
— commerciial goods

Airfreight of general cargo Io Africa
— personal luggage
— commercial goods 
prices from 85p per kilo

I o» cost ait trascl io West
* Free estimates London and I
* Collection from any
* Special discounts
* Insurance arran*....

BRESHA (UK) Ltd.
Priory House 

Kingsgate Place
London NW6 

01-328 5003 01-328 7251 ex 34 
lelex 8954616

Open Office hours —
— 5.30 pm, Monday to Friday

73 Oxford Street. London W1 
Tel: 01-434 2344 01-734 7773 
Telex 896021/2/3 (Utrans G)

To see the very latest in a wide range ol 
tropicahsed goods visit our new extensive 
showrooms We stock TVs. Hi-Fi Video and 
cassettes, washing machines and all 
household appliances We are main agents

The author of this IMF Survey report feels that withdrawal from the Western 
Saharan conflict and an improvement in trade last year brightened the 
country’s prospects for 1980

Check prices for furniture, 
bedding too!

DELIVERY? Direct to your home. Shippers or 
under the personal export scheme.

HILTON DIRECT EXPORT

for 
PYE. PANASONIC. JVC, SONY 

INDESIT. TRICITY. BELLING, etc.

Just arrived

POOR WEATHER, sluggish world de­
mand for iron ore. and three years of fighting 
Polisario, the former Spanish Sahara 
imposed a heavy toll on the Mauritanian 
economy in recent years During 1974-78. 
gross domestic product (GDP) declined by 
4 per cent, and on a per capita basis it 
decreased by about 14 per cent Although 
an improvement in iron ore production, 
since Mauritania withdrew from the 
struggle with Polisario, led to an economic 
recovery m 1979. with real GDP rising 
almost 11 percent, the deterioration in t..^ 
past had been so pervasive that GDP in 
1979 was only slightly above the level of 
five years earlier. Furthermore, since 1974. 
the production base of the economy has 
shifted markedly from the primary to the 
tertiary sector. Concurrently, the resource 
gap widened as the country embarked on an 
ambitious investment programme, largely 
financed from abroad, and expenditure for 
domestic consumption increased rapidly

The 1979 economic recovery was led by a 
significant rise in the production of 
livestock (26 per cent), cereals (80 per 
cent), and minerals (6 per cent) Iron ore 
output, which accounts for most mineral 
production, rose by 26 per cent. The 
construction and public works sector also 
expanded sharply by 52 per cent in 1979 
because of increased building activity, 
especially housing, and the beginning of 
work on (he last portion of the 
trans-Mauritanian road, a 1.000-kilometre 
road linking Nouakchott to Ndma.

Gross domestic expenditure at current 
prices grew at an average annual rate of 17 
per centdurmg 1974-79, reflecting the high 
growth of consumption and investment, 
while domestic production rose at current 
prices, by just over 1 per cent annually This 
widening gap was financed from abroad, 
and net inflows of foreign resources grew 
from 312m. ouguiyas (UM) in 1974 to 
UM8.900m in 1979. rising from 2 per cent 
ol nominal GDP in 1974 to 31 per cent in 
1979.

Over 25 per cent of Mauritania's GDP 
originates m the traditional 
principally from livestock raising, 
and cereal cultivation After the _____
drought which ended in 1972. the livestock 
population returned to pre-drought levels. 
While no official data exist for livestock, a 
sizeable part is exported on the hoof to 
Senegal and The Gambia, with such 
unofficial exports probably representing 
Mauritania's largest source of foreign 
exchange receipts. Agricultural production 
consists mainly of subsistence cultivation of 
cereals (mostly millet, sorghum, and rice), 
as well as vegetables, dates, and gum arabic 
Domestic food production, which is largely 
dependent on weather, is insufficient for 
domestic consumption needs Thus, 
Mauritania must import much of its food

The modern sector, which accounts lor

about 17 per cent of GDP. is based on 
mining and fishing and on a small 
manufacturing sector. Mining activities 
generate about 67 per cent of the output of 
the sector and consist primarily of the 
exploitation of iron ore. gypsum and. until 
1978. copper. The principal company 
engaged in iron ore mining is the Soci£t< 
Nationals Industrielle et Miniere (SNIM).a 
public enterprise jointly owned by the 
Mauritanian Government (51 perccntjand 

sing by foreign stockholders (49 per cent), 
the Deposits of iron ore that are being mined at 

Zouerate and arc estimated at 75 million 
tons will be exhausted within ten years at 
the current rate of exploitation 
Mauritania's production of iron orc rose by 
26 per cent to 9.4m. tons in 1979. after 
declining by 0.5 per cent in 1978 and by 20 
per cent in 1977.

Mining large deposits of iron orc at 
Guelbs will raise production to about 14m 
tons annually by 1984 The first phase of the 
project, scheduled to be completed by 1982 
at an estimated cost of UM22,600m.. "ill 
begin production in 1983; the second 
phase, which will cover the period 1986-89. 
is estimated to cost UM 9.700m Both 
phases are financed by the World Bank, as 
well as by a consortium of Arab lenders.

Copper concentrate was mined at 
through a very expensive 

process, but because of its 
ontent was exported at prices 

those of the world market and 
copper mining was halted in May 
•e deposits of gypsum to the north 

ott yielded 13.500 tons in 1978. 
33 per cent, and production 

I additional 15 per cent in 
: gypsum output is sold toa 
Senegal.

Fishing is an important economic activity 
The stock of fish off the continental shelf of 
Mauritania has been estimated at 4-5m 
tons, with an annual potential catch of 
500.000 tons. Modern fishing and 
fish-processing industries are concentrated 
in Nouadhibou. with a fleet of ships al the 
port linked to the processing plants While 
fishing activities, except for artisanal 
fishing, are now largely undertaken by 
foreign companies, the Government will 
gradually control fishing in Mauritania s 
territorial waters and limit permits to 
foreign fleets. To augment its fishing 
production, the Government is attempting 
to create joint ventures with foreign 
companies By mid-November 1979. four 
joint enterprises were formed, involving 
Libyan. Iraqi. Swedish, and Nigerian 
interests, and a Saudi Arabian company has 
expressed interest in a joint venture.

Despite recent large-scale investments 
made in the manufacturing 
growth is estimated to have beei 
2 per cent in 1978 and 5 per 
An oil refinery, completed
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operate because it lacked a supply Government and 21 per cent by the public
oil and had no markets to sell enterprises, with 7 per cent representing

---- — —  -------- spending by the private sector, mostly for cent of GDP). The cumulative over: 
housing construction deficit was financed------------ *— *

For 1980-85, total planned investment assistance Foreign 
expenditure amounts to UM50,000m., of 40 per cent of tl 

' ‘ • • • iubiic borrowing, part
suppliers' credits, f 
of the deficit. Recc 
banking system, which remained relatively j 
small in 1975 and 1976. rose appreciably in 
1977 but was partially reimbursed in 1978.

In 1979, the fiscal situation improved 
sense what, following the adoption of more 
restrictive demand management policies i; 
and Mauritania's withdrawal from the 
Sahara conflict Revenue increased by 11 
per cent to UM6,000m , mainly resulting I 
from better collection of income and import ;
taxes and a moderate recovery in receipts 
from mineral exports Current budget

- by 0 8 per cent, in 1 
nitlays for military j 

jet deficit to

unable to O[ 
of crude c 
excess production, no administrative 
structure, and no trained manpov 
sugar refinery, also built in 1977, 
because of the narrow spread between 
prices of raw and refined sugar, which 
makes it more costly to refine sugar locally 
than to import sugar that is already refined, hal 

Finally, an electric iron furnace, which 
was expected to produce 10,000 tons of 
steel a year from scrap metal (worn rails 
from SN1M). did not start operation as 
scheduled in early 1979 because of 
technical difficulties.

After these unfortunate experiences, the 
Government shifted emphasis fro™ 
large-scale projects to « 
medium-scale industries 
potential for employ ment. To that ci 
March 1979 the Government rej' 
Investment Code of 1976 and cst 
research centre, the Centre d'Etude ct de 
Promotion Industnelle (CEPI), to identify, 

•rvisc viable small-scale 
rovidc management 

icdium-sized firms.
scs, a
wned firms 

ic paint, matches, soft 
books, and blankets.

.overnment of 
an ambitious

nmg royalties virtually
vards the end of the period,

grew at an average
:cnt. partly as a result from mineral exports Cur 

.allies in expenditure rose slightly by 0 
current spite of a sharp rise in outlays

■ 'rage equipment, causing the budge 
unly decline by 9 per i 

As extra, but' 
marginally to UM 
deficit fell *-■ * -

. ’g »n 
1978. However, as the 
expenditure acccleratec 
annual rate of 3 r 
Mauritania's in'w.

.......... . overt’ ‘ 
a large widened 
d firms 
“--s. soft

irpnses, 
tiding by 
ismg 
:or 1980-85, total plant 
----- ----------------  to Ucxpei-------------------------

which about half will be realised by public 
enterprises, mainly SNIM, and the other 
half by the Government More than half of 
the total investment will be allocated to 
productive sectors, with primary emphasis 
on mining (30 per cent), transportation (25 
per cent), and agriculture (13 per cent). The 
remaining investments will be distributed somewhat, follown 
among housing and social infrastructure 

Mauritania's overall fiscal situation 
emphasis from deteriorated considerably during 1975-78 
small-scale and Although mining royalties ’ " 

s with greater disappeared towa,^ „ 
total budget revenue grew at an aven 
annual rate of 11 per cent, partly as a res 

ipling in fishing royi' 
■' : growth in 

id to an avert
appraise, and supervise viable small-scale annual rate of 35 percent, reflecting mainly decline by 9 per cent, 
projects and to provide management Mauritania s involvement in the conflict As extra, budgetary outlays declined 
assistance to small and medium-sized firms, over the Spanish Sahara, the budget deficit marginally to UM2.700m . the overall fiscal 
As to manufacturing enterprises, a large widened progressively from UM700m. m deficit fell by 6 per cent to UM8.100m . or 
number of small privately owned firms 1975 to UM5.900m in 1978 Dramatic the equivalent of 28 per cento! GDP Asin 
profitably manufacture paint, matches, soft increases in capital expenditure in 1975 and previous years, the deficit was almost 
drinks, sponges, notebooks, and blankets. 1976. mainly for the construction of the entirely financed by external assistance. 

During the 1970s the Government of trans-Mauritanian road and several including grants from the European 
Mauritania embarked on an ambitious large-scale industrial projects, caused the Community's stabilisation of exports 
investment programme Between 1974 and overall fiscal deficit to reach a high of UM programme (STABEX) and from Arab 
1979 gross investment expenditure 10.800m. (48 per cent of GDP) in 1976. countries. Recourse to bank financing 
amounted to UM38.000m.. representing. After a sharp reduction in tnvcstment remained relatively small.
on average over 28 per cent of GDP O! expenditure in 1977. the overall fiscal During 1974-79, net domestic credit 
total expenditure during this period, about deficit declined by more than a fourth, in expanded at an average annual rate of 32 
72 per cent was invested by the 1978. as the growth in current outlays - - « - ...
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During 1974-78, 

payments position deteriorated 
ably, with the current account 
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imports and a sharp drop in exports The
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ments.
ation improved slightly in 1978. 

J--' nc in imports of goods and 
i the abatement in 

This import reduction.
by a sharp drop in 

I lowing stepped-up 
»cnts to the production 
f iron orc Imports of

• payments for 
■w.w.e... . .....................1 contracts, and the
current account deficit was reduced by 14 
per cent As inflows of foreign assistance 
remained at the 1977 level, the overall 
deficit declined by half to SDR27m and 
w as mainly financed by an accumulation of 
arrears and by some debt renegotiation 

Mauritania's overall external payments 
position improved somewhat in 1979 
Because of a 19 per cent increase in exports, 
prompted by a recovery in the volume of 
exported iron orc. the trade deficit declined 
slightly as imports of goods and services 
rose only marginally

The cease-fire in the Sahara conflict in 
1978 contributed to an increase in private 
transfers, following a return of foreign 
technicians employed in the modern 
economic sector As a result, the current 

deficit decreased slightly to 
As net capital inflows were 
r cent higher than in 1978 — 
cling an SDR58m increase in 

equity of the SNIM — the overall deficit 
s reduced to SDR5m Net foreign assets 

increased as a result of debt service relief 
stemming from rescheduling a number of 
foreign loans.

strong import demand was mainly related to 
purchases of military equipment and 
investment goods, and as the implement*- 
tion of projects gained momentum, 
payments for services contracted abroad 
increased substantially.

The current account deficit, which more 
than doubled, was financed by massive 
foreign assistance in the form of grantsand 
loans. Foreign borrowing, which had been 
relatively small, became an important 
source of financing, covering close to half 
the current account deficit. A residual 
surplus of SDR9m. helped to boost gross 
official reserves to the equivalent of 3 6 
months of imports.

The external pay ments position eroded 
again in 1977. with the overall balance 
reverting to a large deficit Disruptions in 
the mining and transport of iron ore 
reduced the volume of minerals exported, 
while world market prices abated, thereby 
lowering the value of total exports by 15 per 
cent Meanwhile, imports continued to 
increase, spurred by new purchases of 
military equipment, investment goods, and 
foodstuffs. Although the completion of 
some projects reduced the service deficit 
substantially, the current account deficit 
widened marginally. Project-related 
foreign borrowing was reduced as some 
projects were completed, while official 
transfers, partly in support of current 
budgetary operations, were reduced by 19 
per cent. The overall deficit rose to almost 
SDR60m and was financed by a large 
drawdown of international reserves and by 
rescheduling and delaying some debt 

service payn
The situat 

owing to a decline in im| 
services connected with 
investment activity Th 
however, was offset I 
export volume foil 
disruptions by insurgcr 
and transportation of i 
services reflected lower 
foreign construction

on
per cent.

rdit expansion during 1978,
ver with a further reduction in net

Mgn assets, caused the growth in broad deficit, and their level dropped in terms of 
ley to slow down to only 2 per cent, a imports of goods and sen ices from over six 
far below the growth in nominal GDP. months at

■ on the Government rose.
14 per cent.

39 per cent in 1977. Even though net The export decline was due to a drop in 
i assets of the banking system world demand tor iron ore. compounded by 
:d during this period, especially in disruptions in production and transporta- 

iwth of broad money still tion caused by guerrilla activity. As foreign 
cent, a rate lower than the aid. mostly in the form of grants, was not 
al GDP sufficient to cover the current account

.‘growth of domestic deficit. Mauritania had to supplement the 
isiderably to only 3 use of international reserves with the 

n-r cent, respectively (46 per cent in rescheduling and delaying of debt service 
. in response to a moie restrictive payments
policy toward the private sector After a surplus in 1974. the overall 

ving grown by 18 per cent in balance of payments position went into 
to (he private sector declined to deficit in 1975. Exports declined by lOpcr 

in 1978 and remained cent, as a result of slack world demand for 
1979 Credit to the Mauritania's minerals Imports declined by

7 per cent, and the sen ice gap turned into a 
sharp deficit, mainly because of higher 
payments for forcigr ' ■—
cumulative effect of these factors proc 

substantial increase in the current acc

financing needs of the mining company mam factors behind the import growth were 
(SNIM). as well as the deteriorating fiscal an increase in government investments, 
situation. As a result of this rapid increased need for foodstuffs, rising I 
expansion, the ratio of domestic credit to costs, and after 1976. Mauntan 
nominal GDP rose from 15 per cent in 1974 involvement in the Sahara conflict, 
to 39 per cent in 1977. Even though net ........ * J“"‘ *' “ ”
foreign assets of the banking system 
declined during this period, especially in disruptions in production and trans 
1977, the grow th of broad money still tion caused by guerrilla activity. As ( 
averaged 15 percent, a rate lower than the aid. mostly in the form of gr 
growth in nominal GDP sufficient tc

In 1978 and 1979, the | 
credit slowed down com 
and 4 per 
1977). in
credit policy toward the private sector

After having grown by 18 per cent in
1977. credit to (he private sector det
10 per cent in 1978 and remained 
unchanged in 1979 Credit to

i Government, on the other hand, declined
I sharply by 49 per cent in 1978. due to a
! large loan reimbursement made possible by payments for foreign contractors. The 

a higher inflow of external assistance, but cumulative effect of these factors produced 
rose in 1979 by 71 per cent, as the Central a substantial increase in the current account 
Bank's claims on the Government deficit and. as official transfers and capital

> increased by 24 per cent. inflows remained unchanged, the overall
The slower credit expansion during 1978, deficit reached SDR25m. Official interna-

1 together with a further reduction in net tion.il reserves were used to finance the 
foreign assets, caused the growth in broad deficit, and their level dropj 
money to slow down to only 2 per cent, a imports of goods and service
rate far below the growth in nominal GDP. months at the end of 1974 to three months 
In 1979. as claims on the Government rose, at the end of 1975
broad money increased by 14 per cent Conditions worsened in 1976 when a 12 

Mauritania's external per cent rise in exports, induced by a modest 
• . apprccj. recovery of iron ore shipments, was

it deficit overshadowed by a 59 per cent increase in 
imports, and the ensuing trade deficit was 
seven times larger than that of 1975. The

tion.il
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jpcn the matter after his overthrow. But 
> story of the Volta Lake compensation 

ayments is a disgraceful one.
Nobody could complain that the 

was started in haste or in ignorance. I 
be said — a point not made in this book — 
that the VRP preparatory' commission was 
determined to examine fully in advance not 
only those issues which a decision to go 
forward would depend but also those which 
would ansc if the project was implemented, 
but w'ould not themselves affect the 
decision. In the end. however, as E. A. K.
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Itrir Africa recent Is ran a series <>f tirtides 
critic isinx lite I'olta River Project (March 24 and 
JI. April 7 and 14) and a response from the 
Munuxiiix Director oj Mdco Untie 2).

Kalitsi a senior VRP official, put it. 
"implementation concentrated on power as 
the direct economic objective and 
important work to achieve socio-economic 
objectives and ensure desirable biological 
conditions were left in abeyance ..

Dr. Hart’s analysis is important for any 
country in whose development programme 
big dams are an essential feature. Nigeria, in 
particular, is at present facing difficulties 
arising from compensation arrangements 
for those displaced by the Bakolori Dam. 
But in no country can a single dam have 

i given such national significance as was 
Akosombo Dam by the Nkrumah 

Dr. Hart’s most telling point, however, is Boyernment. If the alumina plant is finally 
made by the figures he gives of the number built to feed the Tema smelter with Ghana’s 
who left the resettlement villages. Within own bauxite the project’s economic benefits 
four years over half the 67,500 whose land Ghana would increase significantly. But

was inundated and who were resettled had Dr Hart emphasises that an alumina plant 
left the villages established for them by the of economic size would produce a surplus 
Volta River Authority. Dr. Hart ignores the which would have to be exported although 
fact that because of the nature of Dr. supplies arc already plentiful. He urges 
Nkrumah’s rule many farmers reluctantly consideration ofa formal arrangement with 
accepted official decisions about the area of Guinea which already produces alumina on 
their land which was flooded, only to an enormous scale. He also mentions the 
reopen the matter after his overthrow. But prospects offered by ECOW AS for aluminium 
his story of the Volta Lake compensation —using industries, although suggesting that 
payments is a disgraceful one. the big alummiumcompanies would oppose

*■ , . ... —------ .u_. .u., project this development. But it was in fact Dr.
It could Nkrumah who was unenthusiastic about the 

plans Kaisers themselves forward for 
fabrication in Ghana because these 
depended on Ghanaian entrepreneurs, 
whose development he disliked.

Dr. Hart’s conclusion is pessimistic. He 
sees the development of aluminium 
smelters in poor countries — Sierra Leone, 
Guinea and Cameroon, for example, as well innri

A dam mistake?
The Volta River Project ,</ Case Sillily in Politics ami lei Inudous hv David Han I Ediiihurxh been; 
Universits Press. L7.5O) the <
COMPLETED on schedule, at acost under Dr. Hart’s most telling point, however, is government. If 1 
the estimate, and free of accusations of made by the figures he gives of the number built to feed the 
corruption. Ghana’s Volta River Project who left the resettlement villages. Within ownbauxitcthe] 
(VRP) might appear to be an example for four years over half the 67,500 whose land 
development projects in the Third World, was inundated and who were resettled had 
But Dr. Hart, in the first detailedcritique to 
be published of the VRP’s benefits to 
Ghana, sees it as “a case of unintentional 
exploitation resulting from narrow 
self-interest.”4 Ghana, he concludes, has 
benefited little from the project, while some 
tens of thousands of Ghanaians, removed 
from the area flooded by the lake created by 
the Akosombo Dam or obliged to act as 
hosLs to these refugees, have lost much 
because of it.

The idea of building a dam on the 
fast-flowing Volta River to generate 
electricity which could — since this requires 
enormous supplies of electric power — turn 
Ghana's bauxite into aluminium, went back 
to 1915. when it was suggested by the 
Director of the Gold Coast Geological 
Survey. Sir Albert Kitson. The idea was 
taken up by the British Government after f 
the 1939/45 war as a means of ensuring 
aluminium supplies for the sterling area. 
That Labour government no doubt 
believed that the project would also benefit 
greatly the then Gold Coast colony. |

In the end, Dr Hart shows, the project 
became simply one for producing cheap 
power for the Valeo aluminium smelter at 
Tema in which Kaisers of California holds 
the controlling interest. The secondary 
advantages to Ghana promised by Dr 
Nkrumah and his associates — widespread 
development of industry because of the 
availability of cheap power, the raising of 
living standards generally, and the 
improvement of agricultural practises 
have not materialised. Indeed only the 
Volta Lake fisheries have really produced a 
bonus for Ghana. And because world 
maiket factors in the end prevented the use 
in the Tema aluminium smelter of alumina 
processed from Ghana's own bauxite — 
whose existence was a major influence in 
the thinking of those who conceived the 
Volta River Project around the time that 
Dr. Nkrumah was born — even the smelter, 
which uses most of the VRP power and gets 
it at favourable rates, earns comparatively 
little foreign exchange for Ghana, although 
it guarantees servicing of the loans made for 
the dam.
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Meticulous 
history 
Ihc Solima 
1/<ii’/»<w/v Fvle (Xvakon 
I reetown. l.e 9. SIO, (5) 
WITH ITS territory r.ow divi 
Guinea and Sierra Leone, the Solima 

alunka Kingdom was, for almost a century 
up to 1884, an example of the capacity of 
African leaders to "bring some cohesion to 
disparate policies’* and to "effect 1884 to the power of Samori — Dr. 
organisation of commerce on a relatively 
grand scale". Dr. Fylc maintains. The 
Yalunka are a southern Malinkc people of Falaba and a short-lived rebellion against 
("Djalonke" is the French version of their Samori it had ceased to exist before the 
name, which they themselves pronounce Protectorate was proclaimed in 1896. If the 
"Jalunka"). and are one of several peoples state had still 
now divided by Guinea's frontiers. 
Beginning his study in the middle of the 
17th century Dr. Fyle explair ..  
perhaps too great detail for the Tu7 _f_ '.Jr.
non-spccialist — how four Yalunka clans of historical work which is becoming 
came to settle in Solimana. in the area which increasingly important in the historiog- 
K-c.-.m... • • raphy of .Africa; a study of a group or an

ope meticulously building 
tradition and all other 
I an essential contribution 

of states and regions, 
end be completely 

on the basis of such

primary production, and not an escape from 
it. "The aluminium smelter in t,.v 
World is likely to remain an enclave."

There is little to criticise in this carefully 
argued analysis. Dr. Hart speaks of a 
"fairer" international distribution ofwealth 
without defining this elusive concept. He 
secs the retention of the office 
Governor-General after independence in 
Ghana as a "subtle form of dual control" 
maintaining British influence, a view which 
would astonish the British and Ghanaian 
holders of the office. His discussion of the 
world cocoa market is sadly over­
simplified. He is critical of the 
capital-intensive nature of the Tema 
smelter, as if a special "bare-hands" 
technology could be invented for a Ghana ^.iu .uv ..... ........... — 
smelter. And he exaggerates the effects of emphasises that, because it arose from the 
the VRP on Ghana's trade with the US. in need to resist an outside danger, it was not 
which cocoa has long been and still is the as it is often supposed that West African 
main factor. Confusing, too. he says that the 
Nkrumah government opposed nationalisa­
tion of the VRP. when he means only the 
smelter. But it is the central thesis which 
matters, and which deserves attention.

Dr. Hart seems to attribute to political 
infli'-~'-' -—• - ' ”
offi  
however, mention the

became the Solima state. It is the book's aim raphy AG.c... .. 
to identify the challenges — chiefly the area of limited scoj 
attempt of the Fula (Fulani) of the Futa up from oral tr. 
Jalon of modern Gunca, which helped to available material :i 
bring them together The dans migrated to to the wider history of states and regions, 
the area for varying reasons but. says Dr. which can in the end be completely 
Fyle. they were really "seeking their constructed only on the basis of such 
fortunes'. .And the emergence of the state studies. This study is of particular interest

need to resist an outside dang 
as it is often supposed that 
prc-colonial West African states are. an 
example of successful invaders forming a 
state of which they arc the ruling daw. 
perhaps to become merged completely with 
their subjects.
 Dr. Fy Ic is able to describe in convincing 

fluences too great an influence on US detail the organisation of the state. It was> 
Ticial attitudes to the VRP. He does not federation, and had features which would 

however, mention the episode which was now entitle it to that description. It had.for 
said to have draw n President Eisenhow er's example, a form of standing army, while all 
attention to the then dormant project in murder cases were tried at the capital. 
1957. Dr. Nkrumah's Finance Minister, Mr. Falaba. The rulers of the "towns" were 
Gbedemah, experienced discrimination in a obliged to stay at the capital, leaving their 
restaurant in the southern states and in administrations in the hands of their 
consequence the Preside!  
the White House, in a briefing on Ghanaian Th 
affairs before Mr. Gbedemah's visit the nope 
President was given details of the VRP. with the c 

revive it.

as Ghana — as simply another form of they formed was due to their need to unite 
““------------------- ------------------------u —.-------- from .,galnst (he pu|a

the Third Dr. Fyle. uses skilfully the surprising, if 
still sparse, amount of written mateml 
covering the events and the area with which 
he deals. He pays tribute to Gordon Laing, 
for example, whose Travels were published 
in 1825. and uses Winterbottom and 

of Winwood Reade. But he shows that 1 
scholarly historian who skilfully collects 
oral tradition can reveal deficiencies in their 
accounts. He is also at pa 
anthropologists have for 
accepted as historians of 
those he describes, although 
historian can point to wcakt 
accounts.

The kingdom was established before the 
end of the 18th century Dr Fyle

now entitle it to that deseng 
example, a form of standing army. u..« 
murder cases were tried at the caj 
Falaba. The rulers of the "towns" 1 
obliged to stay at the capital, leaving 1 

 ... administrations in the hands of I
.•nt invited him to ’seconds-m command", as Laing observed

The state was small Dr Fy le notes that 
loint in it was further than 35 milesfrom 

...c capital, although Falaba itself may have 
had by the end a population of 15,000. But 
it was never isolated or moribund. In 
particular it played an important role in the 
trading system of Upper Guinea. It wasalso 
greatly influenced by the attraction of the 
then British Colony of Sierra Leone — 
Freetown and its immediate area — as a 
trading 
aspect of the kingdom's histc 
important contribution to the I 

territory now divided between Sierra Leone.
The kingdom was destroyed before the 

British Protectorate was declared over (he 
Sierra Leone hinterland and before the 
Bntish-I rcnch partition It succumbed in 

 . " ’ ~ Fyle
gives insufficient explanation of his rise and 
significance — and in spite of a brief rebirth 
of Falaba and a short-lived rebellion aga 
Samori it had ceased to exist before

'aspruv.......wU... .U^M.

been in existence. Dr. Fyle 
suggests, the British would have found it 
difficult to fit it into their system of 

ins m detai! — "balkanised" chicfdoms.
The book is a valuable example of a type
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i peoples everywhere”.
Individually, many African authors have be | 

called on their colleagues to curb their that
i... ___________----- for an overseas market the time being. Ccrtai
of and address themselvesto a home audience, realities of

As the Zambian novelist and poet O. K.
Sibctta (who writes in Lozi)has put it: "An 
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since it is the work of a Creole scholar of 
Fourah Bay who has made a significant 
contribution to the study of the hinterland 
of his country, a study which in the past has 
received far less attention than has that of 
the well-documented history of Freetown 
and the Colony. It is important, too, since it 
concerns a state now whose territory is 
divided, as a result of colonial partition, 
between two independent states, and so 
helps to create that sense of West African 
unity from which so much of value can THAT THE FUTURE of African 
spring. literature belongs to literature in the

The book runs to some 170 pages and has African languages is a view that has been 
an attractive cover. The text was voiced by many African writers It is also 
“composed" in the UK but the printing, by the opinion of the Union of Writers of 
the Government Printer, Freetown, has African Peoples, the organisation set up in 
produced a few pages of indistinct print. 1975. whose stated policy is "to give special 
Eight photographs are satisfactorily encouragement to the literature of Africa in 
reproduced, and there arc very few the indigenous languages and at the same 
misprints There arc six maps Some of the time promote the adoption of a single 
names in the first, showing the chicfdoms in language for the continent of Africa, as an 
Sierra Leone's present Northern Province, instrument and symbol of the unity of 
are difficult to decipher In this the position African ' “
of the Solima Yolunka Kingdom, shown 
clearly on later maps, is not evident.

Specialists may search for inaccuracies in 
this pioneering work which is only one < 
the author's contributions to the study of his 
country's history. A layman might venture 
to question the statement that in Guinea 
"the majority of the population is 
Yalunka and Mandinka" since, 
the census figures for that country 
notoriously unreliable, the Fula must t 
least the second most numerous 
while the Yalunka arc not sigmficar 
as a section of the Malinkc.

THE LONDON ACADEMY OF 
ADMINISTRATIVE STUDIES 

offers a full range of academic 
qualifications that can assure 

Success in Business 
Overseas students wishing to acquire 
UK qualifications leading to a 

professional career or University 
ARE URGED TO APPLY

"Literature, as a process of linking 
images, utilises language and 
upon the collective experience, 
history, embodied in that langi 
writing one should hear 
whisperings, all the shoi 
crying, all the loving and 
the many voices in the 
voices will never speak 
foreign language " 
However, it would seem that a decision to 

publish creative writing in one of the 
indigenous African languages will have to 

promoted more by nationalistic rather 
in commercial considerations, at least for 

w nnly the publishing 
producing literature in the 

African languages present an unhappy 
picture According to John Nottingham, the 
former director of the East African 

Soso, human being who expresses his sentiments Publishing House, titles published by them 
although in music, poetry, folklore, proverbs and in the indigenous languages were all "a 
—try arc riddles. If these arc not shown in one's financial disaster", even though one of 

be at indigenous writing then one has failed to them was a prize-winning novel in Luo and 
js group, reach one's audience" And Ngugi wa the other a translation, back into the 
int except ‘Thiongo, in a recent interview on the BBC original Acholi. of Okot p’Bitek’s Song of

- ---- »»f a ovnn mnro Lawmo. David Maillu of Comb Book
Publishers, a pioneer in the field of popular

And Ngugi wa 
irvicw on the BBC

African service, has put it even more
M.D.C eloquently, and has said-

Thinking
il of a career?
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other publishers say. there is indeed a [ , 
market for creative literature in Swahili, if can mij 
not in any of the other African languages, demon*

exceptions 
prescribed 
for examination 
numbers <* 
population. . 
sity Press in F’ 
Press Limited) 
three books in

j production costs subsidised). Second!), 
much of the promotion and advertising nuy 
well be hampered by the fact that there is a 

absence of newspapers and 
■ in many African languages, with 

the exception of Swahili and some of the 
Nigerian languages. An added difficulty in 
Kenya, for one. is the absence of a defind 
language policy (Kenya has recently 
switched back to using English, in addition 
to Swahili, as its joint official language) 
which makes it difficult for publishers to 
select in which African languages to 
publish, if at all. As far as Swahili a 
concerned. Heinemann's Henry Chakava 
estimates that only about 50-60 per cent 

rily 30 per cent can actually 
language The situation in 
somewhat different, where UK 

the official language and probably some 95 
per cent of the entire population speak it.

One aspect that seems to favour 
increased African language publishing is 
the fact that there is ample evidence that 
plays presented in the African languages 
can enjoy huge popularity, as was clearly 

istrated by the phenomenal success of

The apparent publishing flops ofbooksm 
the African languages arc something of - 
r>,,?zle. but can perhaps be explained. 
—>st partially, by two factors: first, the 
majority of people tor whom books in the 
indigenous languages arc intended, ie 

—__r___ '“.gely the poor, non-elitist urban
:e a play, the communities, can ill afford the luxury of 
East Africa a buying books, even a so-called “cheap"

vm! per 
pessimistic 

.. . ,---------------------- ... running
the .African languages who reported
However, the bulk of their publishing certain new titl 

output is aimed at the school book market, writing as well 
and when it comes to creative writing the translation of Alex 
response throughout indicates that, thus far Nottingham feels that, contrary to what 
at least, this has proved disappointing in other publishers say. -• 
commercial terms, certainly for any titles market for creative liter 
that are intended for a general market. The

literature, has stated in an interview that his exceptions are those books that are 
titles in Kiswahih were “the slow ones" in prescribed reading and which have been set 
terms ot sales. And Henrv Chakava of for examinations, which can sell in large Puzz 
Heinemann's in Nairobi has reported that a numbers depending on the total student eas 
translation into Luganda published by them population. For examj 
of Chuiu a Achcbe's Things Fall Apart sity Press in Nigeria (now 
“proved commercially unsuccessful”, even Press Limited) has sold 
though Luganda being one of the major three books in Yoruba 
Kenyan languages and being studied as an others historical fiction).
examinable subject at School Certificate title, when prescribed, may average an 
level annual sale of about 6.000 copies and

In an attempt to try to investigate further “
into this I recently conducted a survey 
amongst the main publishers of material in 
the African languages, although I should 
add that I did not cover the major national 
literature bureaux (c.g The Ghana Bureau 
of Languages or the Rhodesia Literature 
Bureau) who do. of course, publish widely repoi 
in the indigenous languages, but most of 300copi 
whose publications are simple readers or as their 
material for adult literacy. Among the their pert 
multinationals. Longman, for example. “Maybe", 
publish in no less than 17 main languages, market, but we are 
15-plus Kenyan languages, and seven-plus books", and goes 
Ugandan languages. Macmillan's affiliate, what is requir 
the Northern Nigerian Publishing Company subject-matter and marketing me 
in Zaria has a particularly strong Hausa list. One person who sounded a . 
and others like OLIP. Heinemann's and pessimistic was John Nottingham, now1 read 
1'homas Nelson have also published w idely running Transafrica Book Distributors. Tanzania is.somcv 
in the African languages who reported that he had done well with

>ulk of their publishing certain new titles in Ktswahili. both original 
writing as well as translations — including a 
translation of Alex Hailey’s Roots.

which can sell in 1.
— on the total stuu«.u. 
»„.nple. Oxford Univer-
- '-iw called University
■» wid 60,000 copies of largely .... (—----- .

' (one a play, the communities, can ill afford the luxury of 
In East Africa a buying books, even a so-called "cheap" 

title, when presenbed. may average an book (and a "cheap" book is somethmgofa 
annual sale of about 6,000 copies and myth anyhow, unless the runs are huge or 
OUP's East African branchhasanumberof the ' 
best-selling titles which have sold some 
30.000 copies each, one book. Xakupenda 
Lakini by K. Kuria. first published in 1964. marked 
has sold a staggering 120.000 copies. But magazines in mar 
when the titles are not presenbed. the 
picture looks gloomy, and publishers 

lorted annual sales figures of as few as 
lies. The length of the books, as well 
• prices, do not seem to influence switc 
performance in terms of sales ' ~ 

. admits one publisher "there is a 
are producing the wrong 

:s on to say that "maybe 
ired is a change in 
.------ ..... mcthods".

....w a bit less speak it. and only
John Nottingham, now read the ‘

■ Complete form for further information.
Full range available for Export

I 
0 
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they 
they

resolutions. But what most 
meetings have badly neglected is the 
question of the audience, for writing 
African languages for one, anc” 
effectively reach that audienc 
that the i 
anywhei 
and 
kind

and 
book 

place in 
elaborate 

: speeches

HWUtMi/ AFRO-ASIAN TRAVEL CENTRE 

/ TRAVEL SYSTEM Z 1 SSX
/ are now operating in partnership f j B [ , , \/ for flights to I Flr.U vp J/ LAGOS & ACCRA \J ■j®'
/ Visit our offices in the centre and in the West End of L on don

African Travel System 

QJ ' f kfi ® North End Parade I Afro-Asian Travel Centro
North End Road '<) 52 Shaftesbury Avenue
LondonW14 ‘'•’don W17DEtVoI-^31 Kon”n9,on’ ”dil|7 Circus)

(24 hour service)
Telex: 261426

—cly distributed? What importance, 
should be put on quality of 

:tion? Should new norms for simply 
roduced books be found? These are some 

he questions that need answers, and it is 
idicnce on which the future of African 

and the establishment of a lively 
indigenous publishing industry 

As that 
Nigerian 

has put it: 
ust speak the 
•'nations and 

lary African 
of African

16 June 1980

any way pan-African in their coverage 
In any event, to find new avenues ar 

.... ids of effectively marketing books 
the African languages calls 
enterprising and innovative publishing 
---u, an(j jt ;s something on which 

ing publishers and African books development 
>o) councils should put their heads together, 
nd But of course merely publishing and 

providing books does not necessarily create 
literacy or foster the reading habit. 
Attitudes to books and reading in Africa 
have been governed by many social and literatur 
cultural factors, and they are also heavily 
affected by the lack of a sufficient number

• retail outlets or libraries, at  
the rural areas. Whilst the African book 

professions have a major role to play, the 
initiatives for significant change must 

from government-backed 
and initiatives by local 

lorities with the aid of the media, and 
jircs a strong political lobby for the 
the book and library development 

conferences, seminars, 
on publishing and 

ament in Africa have taken 
recent years, most preceded by t 
official opening ceremonies, fine 
by education ministers, and often 
concluding with pious and long lists of

publishing Indus 
depend. As I 

  successful Nig'*r 
publisher Gabriel Ombonoje ' 

“The African author must 
language, fulfil the expecta 
satisfy the needs of the ordim 
reader The social richness c. 
literature, that is, the number, the 
intensity and quality of the 'earth' 
connections, must be determined by the 
African reading public. Our literature 
must find its inspirations from the hard 
life of the people and focus on our 
reality, know it better and thus create the 
necessary critical consciousness among 
the people and ultimately lead them to 
true development and freedom."

to methoi
an 

. in 
ruba, approach, 
iwing publishers

ate Duro Ladq 
ith huge succes-, *> 

Or.

Ngugi wa Thiongo’s Ngahiika Ndenda. So librarian from Kenya responded bv saving r«„i., • » . tsuccessful in fact that the government was such an undertaking “would be useless and mJ? ,O1?' B.Ut..what. mo.St- 5ni.

-jgSSSMaS
In West Africa, too, there are now an In any event, to find new avenues and kind 

incrcasmg number of writers who try to methods of effectively marketing books in What sort of interests should they serve 
reach a na tonal audience through an the African languages calls for an or foster? In what languages should they be 
indigenous language. For example, in enterprising and innovative publishing written?Atwhatsortoflcvclshouldlheybe 
Nigeria per ormances of plays inYoruba, approach, and n is something on which pitched? How can they be most effectively 
particularly those by Ola Rotnm (following publishers and African books development and widely distributed? What importance, 
in the footsteps of the late Duro Ladipo) councils should put their heads together, if any should be put on quality of 
have been performed with huge success and But of course merely publishing and production? Should new norms for simply 
to enthusiastic audiences. Or, in Sierra providing books does not necessarily create prod 
Leone, dramatists such as Dele Charley and literacy or foster the reading habit, of th 
especially Pat Maddy now write their plays Attitudes to books and reading m Africa the aut 
in Kno. Maddy ’ also developing a have been governe'1 »«' •------• - • • -
socially-commited theatre aiming to raise cultural factors, an- 
the people's political consciousness affected by the lack

Co-incidentally it might be added, of either retail vutk 
however, that there is, sadly, not one single in ’’ 
centre or library in Africa that is professions have a 
systematically collecting creative writing in initiatives for 
the African languages, other than what is largely come 
published locally. 1 have always felt that this programmes < 
was a deplorable situation, especially now authc 
when more and more material is being this requi 
published However, when, at a conference cause of t 
held in 1976 on the theme of "Progress in Many 
African Bibliography". I confronted meetings 
librarians from East and West Africa developr 
concerning this fact and suggested that at recent y> 
least one major library in each of these 
regions start collecting African language 
materials seriously, one distinguished

— —...»..uture, j
• hvavily and viable g  
number will all so much 

ibove all hard-headed and
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Four poems by 
Demola Araoye

Elegy for the Unsung 
Heroes

Reaction to the 
Post-mortem

Eko (looking back from 
Yauri)

But some mountaineer 
still crawls the ran fled zones 
chest against crag 
and songs suf fled on the lips 
spurn - smiling at danger

SUNDAY & THURSDAY 9 am — 2 pm 
MONDAY. TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY 

AND FRIDAY 9 am — 5.30 pm

THEN A VISIT IS WORTHWHILE 
TO THE NEW
METRO

TEXTILES
for 

all sorts of 
EMBROIDERIES 

LASTEST FASHIONS of 
WONYOSI, VOIL & ORGANZA

& SPRAY LACES 
GEORGES 

NEW 8 TONE DAMASK 
HAYES HEADTIES 
GUINEA BROCADE 

etc. otc. etc.

Shipping & Travel 
ad, East Dulwich 
SE22 9EF

LOWEST PRICES ASSURED 
at 

35A & 35B WALM LANE, 
WILLESDEN GREEN, 
LONDON NW2 5HT 

Tel. 01-459 6516

18 June 1810

/ say there arc no regrets 
to the withered primrose of youth 

say there are no daggers drawn 
• the stupefying revelations of the
post-mortem

I say there are no anchors for sorrow 
only, only the wish to sleep 
and forget the questions 
and remember the answers.

Trams Jubilee Line io Willesden Green Tube 
Station

Buses 8 176 260. 266 Greenlme 719

GC
28-30 Upland Roar 

LONDON. S
Tel: 01-693 6632 01-693 0427 01-693 (M2B

sculptors 
the bone pains 
to the watery resistance of the marrow 
the soul bleeds
to gushing taxations that go 
beyond survisal, beyond sleep. 
But even beyond them 
I want to sleep 
after this long trek.

against stones sharp 
in a defiant ascent to the pinnacle. 
.Mum.
the high snows are no consolation

I want to sleep for the dead
after this long trek and their whitened bones
the head aches wither.
to the chipping hammer of mischievous They are the remains

• ■ of the unsung dead
the ghosts of the unheralded 
the heroes of whom you ask. 
.Mum, 
those of whom you ask.

.Matched scales, 
the frail stability of Fulani roundheads 
perching empty calabashes 
on a windy day. 
Strange concoctions of sane herbalists 
deranged doctors 
and polluted gospels 
all crush you 
there, 
where the city is on the precipice 
and they tread on the tightrope 
tn the perpetual struggle to survive

Kinsmen defecate the shores
; in incestous love of the flesh the soul is bled,
market places silently for no cowries can carry supra­

terrestrial messages anymore 
m wrong rolls on the mats, 
but there arc no stories to tell. 
There is no general excitement 
to the all engulfing craze 
even to the confusing waltz of the native 

assemblage
to strange tunes, to no tunes 
to silent rythms, bewildering choruses 
sifting through the maddening din 
but there is no sensation for i endors! 
there are no stories to tell.

But there is no bitterness 
no regrets to the wasted ;

journey
there is no sour taste from the cold 

wash-down of the
bitter-lea f meal
no odious belching from the melting 

communion
not for the host nor the guest 
who watch the sunset's 
singing the doxolgy 
and standing askance 
with a blank slate 
full of unanswered questions.

TAX-FREE EXPORT 
TROPICALISED ELECTRICAL 

GOODS

CONTAINER 
service to Lagos and Jamaica jl 

and Household goods

SHIPPING |i
Dealing m Electrical 
and Domestic 
Appliances, i.e. 
Refngerators.
Air-conditioners, Gas 
Cookers. Washing 
Machines. Stabilisers 
Trunks, Barrels. 
Generators, Petro' 
Saw. etc. Electric Fans 
16in. I4in and 12in

Do not ask for the ghosts 
of the unsung heroes. 
Mum.
Even ive the new merchants 
bartering Our uncertain days 
for edifices stripped naked in i 
are set for shallow graves 
to battle with our wild dreams. 
This is our FA TE 
hidden from the village centurions 
when they read the tablets 
on the eve of nativity.

There are no stones to tell 
the tides have battered the strong 
and swept to the shore 
fossils dug-out from peaceful graves 
where all comers can feast the eyes 
but tell no tales.
there are no stories to tell.
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IWUKA CHI

b Sierra Leone Diamonds Ltd.
25 Pultney Street,

8 Freetown,
8 Sierra Leone.

★ Shipping of general cargo — including cars, trucks, 
personal effects and machinery at competitive rates.

★ Low airfreight cost from 80p per kilo.
★ Air ticket arrangements available at low costs.
★ Consignments packed in either lined case, steel 

container, roll on — roll off.
★ Discount for students.
★ Freight payment at destination by arrangement.
★ Collection, removal and storage at low costs.
★ For reliability, low cost rates, service and our long 

experience in shipping to East and West Africa — we 
consider unchallengable.

Contact us for your shipping problems, we can 
ease your burden by collecting, packing and shipping 
your goods to any destination.
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LETTERS 
to tlite Editor

c front, our interests He in the 
.. modern technology at 
e and those advances 
>nest with us with reg 

this technology i 
so that they car 
ist be'*-

J

into t
Sut 

social esteem. Itmig....
:k man has served the with la n 

■■■■■■% it is time we began to ir 
r own interests. a
:HUKWUEDO,',,r'z'"" ’

pattern of r 
’ the mir 

arcly,• 
ightbe easier 
i tu nfgriit 

indeed, black • 
any hope? " 

JOIWEGBU Liverpool

US policy 
towards Africa
SIR: Spurred, apparently, by his claimed love for 
freedom and human rights, President ~ ' 
for the past five months or so orchestra.vu « 
vigorous if not vicious campaign against the 
Soviet Union because of her military intervention 
in Afghanistan Apparently banking on the short 
memory or indifference of the vast majority of 

; the world's citizens to current and recent even'* 
; the President proclaimed the Soviet action the 

greatest threat to world peace since the Se’cond 
' World War and culled on the whole world to take 

measures to punish the aggressor In particular, 
the Third World was directed as usual to sec the 
Soviet action as specifically directed at it as 
the freedom of one of its members has been 
encroached upon Fortunately, realising that in 
the African context freedom for Zimbabweans 
and South African blacks is more important than 
freedom for the Afghans, most African countries 
made a different interpretation of the crisis and 
refused to be used once again as pawns in what is 
essentially a big power game of strategic as 
opposed to real interests.

For the likes of Kenya's Arap Moe, who appear 
never to question the true nature and purpose of 
America's claimed love of freedom for Third 
World countries, the recent race notsin Miami, 

,i sparked off by the acquittal by an all-white jury of 
tour white policemen accused of beating a black 

| businessman to death, should serve as an

example. They once again show that in spite of all 1' g j q 0 i fl Q

remains deeply unjust and raciall]^bmseTS Hopelessness”
that the Carter administration has done little or
nothing to improve the lot of black Americans. SIR: One evening in the last week of May 1978,1 
Perhaps, more importantly , the racial situation in came across the following on a wall in the heart of 
America seriously questions America's right Paris. “Noir e'est noir, il n'v a pas d'espoir" 
to be the self-appointed freedom-fighter and (Black is black, there is no hope) It might have 
defender of peoples thousands of miles away been a mere repetition of what a young French 
when it cannot guarantee freedom and justice to musician sang some years ago, but the writer 
a section of its own people might have been making a point. Anyway, all

Some of our leaders, in fact most of them, through my visit and especially during the 50-odd
need to be rcmindcdof where the true mtercstsof minutes of the flight back to London, the sweet

__________  the African pcople'slie. On the "freedom" front, melody of the original song (not by the French 
it Carter has African interests lie in the procurement of musician) echoed in me, but the words, those
chestratcd a freedom and respect for black people words and the message they seemed to convey

everywhere, including the United States and were never to be forgotten
South Africa. In this respect, our true friends arc Having read your report, 'Towards a French 
those countries which help the liberation Commonwealth' (West Africa, 19 May), I feel
movements and vote with us at the United like taking off in search of the author of the

:nts, Nations and not those which sustain South writing on the wall to learn just what really
i the Africa's apartheid prompted him or her. I know too many citiz '

J On the economic front, our interests lie in the French-speaking African countries, intel 
e procurement of modern technology at a lovable and noble men and women, to

reasonable price and those advanced countries myself to conclude that all citizens of these
which arc dishonest with us with regard to the countries are delighted with the very chains that
quality and pricing of this technology and also in hold them in bondage. It just can't be!
the training of Africans so that they can take over First, what is the significance of independence 
at some future date must be seen as wanting to if most of these countries after 20 years, cannot 
keep us in the dark forever and so cannot be stand on their feet and walk unaided, let alone 
regarded as true friends. The African politicians feed themselves'’ Secondly, if after 20 years of 
and businessmen who collude with foreign 'co-operation', aid and dependence on French 
business interests to deplete our meagre paternalism, the present is as catastrophic as the 
resources must see themselves as saboteurs and future is hopelessly bleak, why can't the 
must accept responsibility for the spite and helmsmen see that continuation of the same 
dension with which black people are treated all pattern of relationship would only lead deeper 
over the world, even on their own soil; for into the mire’’
economic and technological achievement are Surely, something must be wrong somewhere, 
inextricably linked with social esteem, it might be easier to reconcile nittissage culturelie 
Throughout history the black man has served the with la nigritude than to feed ourselves. Yes, 
interests of others I think it is time we began to indeed, black will always be black, will there be 
identify and sene our own interests. any hope? What a sickening hopelessness!
Merseyside. UK DR CHUKWUEDOIWEGBU Liverpool ONWUKA CHEGWE
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•neatest news so far from the West 
■-region thisycar was reported in IVetr 
May under the heading of From the 

piece of news (N6m. electronics 
Owcrn, lino State) raises the hope 

’ — T'-c.---- ...II join the
bandwagon of world manufacturers. Nigeria is 

beginning to make electrical goods such as 
onditioncrs. radio, television

refuge 
plannc 
feasibility studies ar 
of view of the fcasi

Grafton Wax Prints, 
Fancy Prints, Hayes Head Ties, 

Intorica George

16 Jm 1IN

the Constitution of the United Nations Indwtnil 
Development Organisation.

For the record, I wish to point out that, aj 
Sierra Leone’s Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations Industrial Dcvcl 
Organisation, I signed the Constitutiono. 
of my country in Vienna in the Min 
Foreign Affairs, on 29th August, 1979,.. 
27th state to do so.
Rome

Margaret St 

Hs.

- Mortimer St.
===5£ ==

Little Portland St

MargaretSt 2

- f -

SIR: There are some enormous social ana 
economic gains to be achieved by the use of some 
relevant foreign reports. Two quick cxamplesare 
the US government reports on the dangers d 
cigarette smoking, and the Rand Corpotatio: 
research on alcohol abuse. No doubt these 
researches cost significant sums of money but are 
available, nonetheless, in most libraries in thif 
country Developing countries can benefit 
tremendously by the use of such information

Apparently. Ghana consumed (72,605m- 
worth of tobacco between 1974-75 (WestAfnct. 
April 28) The economics of this and similir 
abuses ought to raise senous and monl 
questions Mr M P Ansah. Ghana’s Minislcrof 
Health, must have caught our attention when I* 
observed that the temporary financial gams 
enjoyed by the Government would be whittled 

,r away by the long-term losses in death atd 
disease Of course, the Government d 
Ghana is responsible for the health of het 
citizens. the producers of the State Express'555 
and the Rothman's King Size and snrnlir 
multinationals have no such social accountability 
They operate in Ghana and other developing 
countries in order to maximise their profits 
Meager tokens, now and then, are totally 
unacceptable considering the disastrouseffectscf 
such industries

What Akinjide said
SIR; The attention of the Honourable 
Attorney-General of the Federation and the 
Minister of Justice. Chief Richard O. A. Akinjide 
S. A.N., has been invited to the letter of Mr Joe 
Appiah of Ktimasi. Ghana, captioned 

• Immodest Claim' in the May 26 issue of West 
■i/rnu Mr Appiah is right when he asserted: **1 
find it difficult to believe that the learned 
Attorney General of Nigeria and Minister of 
Justice did in fact make the claim attributed to 
him in this report".

What the Honourable Attorney-General ti 
Minister of Justice said and which was accurat 
released to the media on the issue raised **" 1 
Appiah. is. "Nigeria has the largest nuniuv-i 
lawyers. very’ brilliant ones too. and obvioi 
nmonu the best, in Africa". You will see that 
word "among" was omitted from the rej 
reasons unknown to me I am grateful to 1 
Appiah for giving me this opportunity to correct 
the impression which the Honourable 
Attorney-General has no intention to convey to 

<»">■ other African brothers.
* S.

now I 
airco

can be earned out on a long-term and profitable 
basis and that the products of the enterprise will 
genuinely be ‘‘Nigerian-made’’ goods and not a 
mere assembly of parts. Perhaps one might 
suggest that this sort of enterprise be divorced 
from the control of government officials (whose 
apparent tardiness in decision-making is in 
conflict with commercial productive enterprise) 
and placed under an independent profit-oriented 
Board of Directors who will then be responsible, 
by way of their annual and Auditors' reports, to 
the established government and the taxpayer

Viewed from two angles one would conclude 
that this is a most admirable economic 
proposition on the part of the planners. The first 
viewpoint is the outflow of Nigerian foreign 
earnings. If there are accurate statistics showing 
foreign exchange expenditure per item head, this 
will most probably reveal that quite a large 
percentage of Nigeria's expenditure on foreign 
goods Is on electronic and electrical equipment. 
In fact, statistics is just a means of the proof of a 
fact which is indisputably apparent from the point 
of view of the nation's need (bordering on greed) 
for this equipment. They are therefore necessities 
in the present-day level of development From 
this standpoint, a lot of foreign exchange 

mi cxrend„UIC „,n ,,c apprecaN, „n«ncd.
<»/ the I edetutum mid Mim.der oj Justne The second viewpoint is that of opening up a 

'A big news indeed' practical field for our engineers. So far. our
SIR. The greatest news so far from the West engineers have earned their name merely on
.African sub-region thisycar was reported in IVer/ papers which arc based purely on theories. They
Africa of 5 Mas under the heading of From the ha'c ncver rcall> bccn S‘'cn ,hc opportunity, or
Snirei This piece of news (N6m electronics ra,hcr. they have never really sought the chance,
industry in Owern, Imo State) raises the hope demonstrating their theoretical knowledge in 
that in course of time Nigeria will join the Pr’*etical terms They have preferred to remain 

manufacturers. Nigeria is behind the closed doors of air-conditioned 
inning to make electrical goods such as offices, dressed elegantly and attending to phone 

iiiuitioncrs. radio, television sets, tails and visitors— the "contractors".
iterators etc. One can only hope that the DIPO ODUWOLE
icrs have earned out adequate project The 27th State

ind arc satisfied, from the point SIR: In the issue of West Africa. April 28th. you 
vitality report, that this project stated that Sierra Leone is the 79th state to sign
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The programme is restricted to a maximum of 27 
students. The fee is £340 payable in full to North 
East London Polytechnic on registration. Case 
Study material to be purchased at an additional 
cost of £30. Polytechnic library facilities will be 
available to registered students.

I
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Contact the Registrar of the Business Faculty at 
North East London Polytechnic. Telephone 
01 -590 7722 ext 2027 or 2028 or the Course Tutor, 
R Edulji 01-597 7722 ex 2244

The Department of Business Studies offers an 
intensive specialised summer programme to 
prepare students for the Institute of Marketing 
Diploma examinations to take place in November. 
1980.

Letters to the Editor MUST bear the writer’s full 
un iki name and address though this is not normally 
by this Publkhed. Writers are advised to keep the letters 

e 1960s succ*nct and to type them where possible.

Ghana’s current development plan rests in the 
area of food production, health, housing and the 

L improvement of the infrastructure. Tobacco 
production and manufacture of cigarettes for 
local consumption docs not fit our economics, 
social and health needs at all; such activities are 
definitely opposed to saving Ghana now or ever 
In my opinion, the planners of Ghana’s cconc 
must guide these "cigarette-alcohol multmati 
als" so that their efficient resources can Ise turned 

ound and used more productively I consider 
iltinational participation - - - - • — 
m. millet, cassava, plantain and other 
jJstuffs as progressive.

Accra ANIS HAFFAR

Water transport in Nigeria ""!>?
SIR: Your wide ranging survey of Transport in 
West Africa (H’csr Africa, May 5) reveals the

-1—iments that have occurred and the and her barge 
iv maintain progress in this field. My 1962'63. it was,

Merest is in Nigeria’s River Transport remain as a 
future. The

programme from September 29 to ove 
The whole programme is integrated and both 
parts, full-time and evenings, must be taken.

NORTH EAST LONDON POLYTECHNIC II

Longbrldge Road II 
Dagenham |||

Essex RM8 2AS II

rapid developments that have 
necessity to maintain progress in this 
special interest is m Nigeria's River Transport 
systems to which Dr David Hilling’s article pays

1 considerable attention
The formidable natural obstacle presented by 

the Bajibo Rapids has previously been 
insurmountable The Kamji Dam. primarily for 
hydro-clectnc power, should afford the 

) additional benefit of overcoming the rapids. 
Situated 20 miles down-river from Kainji. 
despite blasting and dredging, this rocky stretch 
of the nver has remained hazardous and virtually 
impassable for large river vessels The 
construction of Jcbba Dam will create a new lake 
to cover the Bajibo rapids thus providing a safe 
route to Sokoto State and the Republic of Niger 
The Shirroro Dam on the Kaduna River will 
significantly assist in the regulation of the “ 
flow to complement the dredging a’ 
performed in the lower Niger With the rapids 
flooded and these improvements completed, the 

I opportunities for increased nver transportation 
should quickly be realised.

Company, 
powered by 
The tug ani 
towed in ta* 
width of 64 f 
reason, the Ministry 
determined that a sing 
should be locked through i 
For this reason the locks 
over 637ft m length. This t 
proceed upriver with 3.250 
draught Down-river the load vv: 

,C1 W11I 6ft 2in She may have been a httl 
ic Niger river engineering of the time as • 
alrcadv only possible for some four months of the year, a 

c rapids fact which Dr Hilling brings to our attention Yet 
the cost per ton mile for cargoes earned t 
vessel worked out at 0.25 old pence m the . _ 
compared to 0 6 old pence for the less modern

vessels in the fleet Road transport costs in those 
days were 3 pence per ton mile on long hauls

A major increase in the use of the Niger now 
appears likely to become a reality In line with 
contemporary’ conservation policies, it is of 
paramount importance that this should be 
encouraged to the maximum. The River should 

irned be seen to be again "living" and facilitate good, 
ite by cheap access to new areas of commercial 
, they expansion, 
flood London

No cause
for disappointment

zommentatore have complained that 
:rian Head of State, Master Sergeant 

Samuel Kanyon Doe is of a very low rank 
and uneducated. While that is true, w e cannot run 
away from the fact he is a man of action. There 
were highly educated soldiers in the Liberian 
army but none of them had the nene to risk his 
life as Master Sergeant Doe and hismendid This 
was because these men were paid sufficiently well 
and therefore were not interested in rescuing 
the suppressed and exploited people of Liberia 
who had been crying in the wilderness for a little 
more bread, a little more butter and a little more 
nee

Master Sergeant Doe is not the only half 
-J-jcated soldier or national leader in history. 
«uc late President William V. S. Tubman who 
_ ':d Liberia for 27 years did not hold a college 
—;.~Jter Sergeant Samuel Kanyon Doe is 
therefore, no exception
Monrovia J. MICHAEL KUNMEH

As Dr Hilling shows, the Niger River was of 
real importance when roads were virtually 
non-existent, or only capable of taking the 5-ton 
truck compared to today’s 35-tonner It is 
interesting to look back to the time when the 
Nigerian Railway m Northern Nigeria was being 
constructed Before the First World War, much 
of the railway track and equipment was car^—• 
directly from Europe to Baro in Niger State 
small ocean-going coastal ships. Of course, t*— 
were timed to arrive during the peak river flouu 

in the production of of August-September Even in the 1960s, coastal 
vessels with draughts of 10 feet played an 
important part supplementing the River fleets. 
These coasters were ‘ble to ply to Makurdi, 500 

from the sea. SIR: Some cor
Hilling comments upon the size of the locks the new Liber* 

in Kainji Dam These were constructed to take '* ' ”
the Niger River Transport (UAC) Tug Congola 
— 1 her barge tram. During discussions in 

is considered that her type would 
likely maximum for the foreseeable 
Gongola. which still operates from 

Warn within the fleet of Niger Benue Transport 
iy. was built by Yarrow in 1957 and 
1 by two 550 hp Ruston Paxman diesels, 
and her eight barges, which were push 

* tandem, had a total length of 637ft and 
54ft To keep the cost of the locks within 

y and its consultants rightly 
igle line of four barges educ 

gh rather than in tandem. The_______
uks are 40ft in width and ruled Libena 

barge tram could degree Mastc 
t) tons at 5ft 2m 

,vas 4,450 tons at 
ttlc in advance of 

is these loads were 
anthsof
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Talking about trading 
from a correspondent

chances for joint venture invest­
ment. as well as markets for 
machinery and equipment sales. 
Mr. Parkinson instanced the 
openings for local motor vehicle 
component manufacture to com­
plement the vehicle assembly 
industries which have virtually 
eliminated vehicle imports

He advised businessmen to note 
the shift from spectxular projects, 
though a careful study of the I Vth 
National Development Plan will 
reveal opponumties for big 
contracts in such fields as 
telecommunications, power and 
transport The shift is to medium­
sized schemes such as the need for 
more agriculturally based business 
all the way from growing to 
processing

The opportunities are there, 
declared Mr. Parkinson, adding 
that admittedly there are risks but 
potential profits are commensu­
rate There are obstacles to be 
tackled, too. but these merely 
emphasise that Nigeria is a market 
meriting the attention of senior 
management, not just routine calls 
by junior stall Businessmen 
intending to approach the Nigerian 
market should do their homework 
thoroughly (he reminded his 
audience that hu> ministry nins 
informative seminars and stands 
ready to help businessmen who 
seek its aid. "We run a responsive 
sen ice. tell us w hat you w ant us to 
do for you"), offer detailed plans 
and take local advice. This last is a 
matter with which the Nigeria- 
British Chamber of Commence can 
help.

seeking transfer of technology and 
procuring technology.

Nigerian businessmen, he said, 
fully realise that one cannot gu 
round demanding an "intellectual 
property" (if such demands are 
met it may well be that the 
technology delivered is outmoded 
or inappropriate). They want to 
procure useful technology fordut 
consideration — the Chiefs legal 
background became very patent u 
this section of his speech. The 
nine-month budget, still unhappilj 
not clear of the legislature* 
debates and with some of ns 
proposed projects at risk of being 
aborted for lack of time, has made 
some gestures to improve pay­
ments for technical assistance 
though the permitted level is not 
yet generous. Nigerian business­
men would be working to improve 
these still more, partly becu<e 
technology needs are going to 
figure largely in future shopping 
lists to advance Nigerian industry 
which already has a lot of the 
necessary hardware in plxe.

Visa problems, of course 
dominated questions from the 
floor and the High Commissioner 
generally played a straight bat to 
them. In answering questions 
about obtaining mulitple re-entry 
visas he said that when these are 
sought one of criteria applied ts 
"Why can't this person be based 
full-time in Nigeria rather than 
outside and visiting often'" The 
logical inference from this ts that it 
is to become easier to obtain 
residence and work permits for 
non-Nigerians. Mr. Yolah con­
firmed that this ts indeed so when 
he was asked after the meeting

THE ANNUAL General Meeting 
of the London Chapter of the 
Nigerian-British Chamber of 
Commerce. now three years old. 
was told ol steady progress by the 
London Chapter, which now has 
78 members of various categories 
and is aiming for a century by the 
next AGM Also by then it hopes 
to have reached outside London, to 
organise workshops on Nigerian- 
British commerce in Cardiff. 
Birmingham. Manchester. Liver­
pool. Glasgow. Edinburgh and 
Aberdeen. Such exposure should 
help to increase membership.

The AGM was also told that the 
Lagos Chapter is now making good 
progress, having suffered a setback 
with the most untimely death of 
Chief Henry Fajemirokun during 
its formative stages.

This is good news because it is 
of the essence of the NBCC that it 
should function effectively in both 
countries since the mutual 
membership and contacts which it 
can thus offer to visiting 
businessmen are obv lously a 
persuasive reason for joining and 
contribute to its economic and 
commercial (and perhaps even 
political) influence.

Chief A O Lawson. President 
of the Lagos Chapter, attended the 
London meeting and chaired the 
re-election of London's President. 
Sir Peter Masefield, but actually he 
did that not as President from 
Lagos but in his concurrent role as 
Vice-President of the London 
Chapter At the conference which 
followed the AGM Chief Lawson 
resumed his Lagosian persona or 
perhaps was pushed back into it 
since he was an ml h<n addition to 
the scheduled speakers.

The title of the conference was 
"Nigeria, the way ahead for British 
exporters and investors". Mr. Cecil 
Parkinson. Minister of State at the 
Department of Trade, was the first 
speaker. He pointed out that 
Nigeria is clearly set for another 
period of strong growth, unlike so 
much of the rest of the world at 
present. He stressed, how ever, that 
Nigeria w ill not again offer the easy 
money of the 1975-77 boom 
period and the pattern of demand, 
w hich then seemed to cover almost 
anything that could be got into the 
country, will be very 
K,; zerian importers w ill i

king goods so much as the 
.'hinery to make them, nor will 

this mean only consumer goods. 
Industries supplying other indus­
tries are developing and will offer

Question of 
confidence

His Excellency the 1 
Commissioner for Nigeria. M 
Uthman Yolah. said that althc 
the Minister had already s 
ot w hat he had had in mi 
there were still some imp1'* 
points which he wished tv ... 
The first was a matter 
confidence: British confidenc, 
Nigeria. British businessmen are. 
he felt, too cautious, too aware of 
potential risks, losses and failures 
in Nigena. “Your competitc 
not so excessively cautious", 
Britain’s loss of trade growth 
Nigeria.

Perhaps at one 
months ago. it might 
unreasonable. Hi- 
suggested. fvi ii><. 
ignorant to be cautious about the

effects of the process of returning 
to civilian rule in Nigeria. Now at 
least 95 per cent of that caution 
should be abandoned: civilians arc 
governing, democracy has reap­
peared vociferous and even 
raucous. Indeed Nigeria could 
make a claim to be more 
democratic than Britain; not only 
are there five parties and 20 
elected legislatures "but vv ith us a 
minority cannot elect the govern­
ment. But do not be afraid of 
demoenxy, you have survived it in 
Retain".

le then went on to repeat Mr. 
Parkinson’s point about the 
changed style of demand in 
Nigeria, the desire now not so 
much for goods but for the means 
to make them and the wish for 
industrial investment on the 
pattern that British businessmen 
have long applied in Europe and 
North America, a partnership of 
equals.

Finally he spelled out most 
plainly the importance to 
businessmen of Nigeria's opposi­
tion to the existence and practice of 
apartheid m South Africa and 
Namibia and the effect of trading 
with South Africa. "We should like 
to see more being done by you. We 
believe you have influence We do 
not expect instant success for your 
efforts but we should 
you try mg. If you do nc 
try to end these evils tl 
likely to find us untrusting

Chief A. O Lawson said that 
British goods and businessmen still 
stand well in Nigerian eyes but 
neither arc in Nigeria as much as 
they should and could be.

Pointing out once again the 
opportunities which the Fourth 
National Development Plan will 
set forth he repeated the guidelines 
of the Plan to reduce unemploy­
ment (and rural migration to the 
cities), to speed up technical 
development, to increase produc­
tivity (and training) and coupled 
with that to try to re-onentate 
national attitudes to work gener­
ally and to reduce reliance on oil by 
developing other industries and 
agriculture (Sir Peter Masefield 
commented that the guidelines 
sounded an appropriate recipe for 
Britain as well and he hoped that 
the Minister had taken earnest 
note of them)

Chief Law son said the guidelines 
have already indicated a need for 
some N9.000m. of investment 
from the private sector. Nigerians 
cannot themselves find that sort of 
investment, he said, so that there is 
plenty of opportunity for joint­
venture investment, as well as the 
business to be found in Federally • 
funded projects. The Chief said 
that there are steps afoot to reduce 
obstacles to increasing private 
investment and said that existing 
regulations were to be kept under 
constant review for possible 
modifications.

He then said that the Nigerian 
Government was under pressure 
from Nigerian business to lead the 
Third World in recognising and 
applying the distinction between

ne time, many 
jht have been not 

le. His Excellency 
for the timorous or

Opportunities in 
Francophone

The day before the NI 
conference the London Cha 
of Commerce had held a seminar 
entitled Passport to Francophone 
Africa" and intended to remind 
British businessmen of the 
opportunities there.

Mr Gerald Raingold. of Banque 
de Paris et Pays-Bas. outlined the 
target area very clearly anil then 
crisply offered some more detailed 
information on four countries, the 
Ivory Coast. Cameroon. Gabon 
and Niger, with almost throw -away 
references to the sort of openings 
which might be worth investigating 
— for example, discussing 
Cameroon he observed. "There b 
a shortage of light aircraft" He 
concluded by outlining methods 
available for financial Fran­
cophone trade, reminding his 
audience that joint ventures could 
include other European or 
Japanese concerns as well as 
African partners.

Mr Michael Koenig provided a 
quick tour of the legal framework 
w hich businessmen could expect to 
meet in Francophone Africa. It s 
basically French practice but in the 
20 years of independence some 
local variations have developed 
and some forms now common in
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Further 
promptings

As these two meetings show, 
British businessmen arc regu­
larly urged to go to Afnca and help 
themselves to a slice of the action 
Clearly the number of trade 
missions from various bodies 
visiting Nigeria and other places 
show that this advice is being given 
some heed, but a quick glance at 
the makeup of the average mission 

lany of the companies 
re already trading with 

-»fnca and their man is just 
sensible advantage of the 

apcr fares, and other convcm- 
•s offered by a trade mission 

i visit existing customers and 
at some new ones. That is, of 
, good but what would be 
would be more visits by

doing business there now has to 
make radical new assessments; 
new decisions have to be taken, 
new policies formulated. This 
means that senior men must go to 
Africa.

“Having 
remember __ i______
mistakes can be expensive, s 
your homework thorough!} 
wealth of accurate <-------
information is available 
own government departmc 
the vanous African embas 
High Commissions in Lond 
also have shrewd and e»n» 
commercial counsellor^ i 
African countries.

> suggestion that the 
riuin.„,market is easy, "the 
market is not waiting for you but it 
is there.- And Wcsimcx experience 
has shown that it can be worth

>ge is still 
was at t

> where 
idy evidenced an 
; business with Nigeria, 
wants to reach a wider 

•oplc who do not 
the opportunities 

be found by those 
~ seek them 
...ercdtogive 
isconccrtmglj 

experts c
wt even Africans, i 
: conventional wii 
Africa hands' is ;

as yesterday's newsps 
their pers 
be value

“Probably the most important 
thing to do on your first visit is to 
Ind yourself a good fnend, 

:ther you choose to call him 
agent, your representative, 

local director or your 
correspondent. In the first instance 
ask your local Embassy to arrange 

interviews and, if possible, 
sions Be prepared 
effort and yourself

differs in many 
Common Law. 
elements of contr 
Law are missing I 
code. In French c< 
the fund 
"cause", 
believes to b 
fulfilled by 
putting it r 
docs he tl 
do?" Getting 
clear is most 
matters v ' 
handled ... 
and subset 
be avoidec 
honest bu' 
for reviewing tl 
contract (novation).

Although it may seem fearsome 
at first sight, reasonable care and 
attention to drafting clearly and 
using professional advice can 
produce contracts which are both 
secure in French legal eyes and 
reassuring for British businessmen 
but do not try to do things in a 
hurry, this is even more so in 
Francophone Africa than in 
France.

He made it plain that the way 
still involves going to sec for 
oneself, adding that it would be 
wise to think in terms of £3,000 for 
afortnight —up£l,000since 1977 
— and that the first visit can be to 
capital cities with subsequent visits 
to the hinterland markets. Practical 
hints poured out, some of which 
should not have been needed such 
as write letters in French, label 
goods in French. He also made the 
important point that meeting dates 
is very important; the importer 
may lose the value of his import 
licence if the goods don't arrive in 
time; and if the relevant documents 
don't amvc in time it is the British 
exporter who pays for waiting time. 
Documents should always go via a 
bank.

Distribution systems arc com­
plex, said Mr. O'Connor Do not 
expect to find specialist dealers but 
do not think that because a trader's 
store is small his trade is small. As 
well as checking your prospective 
customer’s bank references — 
think in terms of cash against 
documents rather than credit — 
watch his store for a while and chat 
with a few of the locals (French will 
be enough, you can hardly be 
expected to know Wollof or 
Dyoula). Thanks to transport 
problems local industries, such as 
bakers, often order in fairly 
substantial lots three or four times 
a year instead of the small weekly­
packets for a similar business in 
Europe

In some 
countries. 1 
everybody 
Coast is i 
to land 
comf 
but 
Bout

informal supply lines which ntvu 
be kept full to satisfy their 
customers: Guinea, "things are 
changing there, it could be worth a 
visit."

There was nos 
Francophone mi

The final speaker was Mr. 
Bernard O'Connor, of Wcsimcx, 
who largely repeated, with 
appropriate modernisations, the 
excellent speech which he deli­
vered to a CBI conference 
draw the attention of 
businessmen to the commcr 
possibilities of Francophone Af 
(!(<•'/ Africa May 9. 1977). since 
then Senegal has become a slightly 
less attractive market of it Mr. 
O'Connor said; this time, expect 
small orders only. There have been 
some changes since his CBIspeech, 
import licences are now easier and 
tariffs more level, French 
privileges seem to be less obtrusive 
there arc more local traders and 
the markets are less chauvinistic 
with sales of UK goods having 
improved considerably over the s 
past five years. Mr. O'Connor has 
even found it possible to interest 
more British manufacturers in the 
market — he stressed that 
Wesimex, and so his experience, 
was in the business of selling goods 
not capital nor technical exporting. 
So long as there is the will there is a 
way.

France itself 
independence.

When seeking government 
contracts it is essential. Mr. 
Koenig said, to draw on the 
services of experienced inter­
mediaries who can advise on the 
most effective way of drafting 
tenders, even to their phrasing, and 
on the channels which should be 
consulted at which ministries. 
Without this sort of skilled 
guidance through government 
by-ways one has to be very very 
lucky to be awarded a contract.

At the non-govemment level the 
important thing to remember is 
that the French law of contract 

ways from the 
Many of the 

tract in Common 
from the French

■ > ivin.ii contract probably 
idamental factor is the 
. namely what each party

> be the obligations to be 
.y the other party, or 
in another way, “What 

think you are going to 
that unequivocally 
important. Other 

. which need to be carefully 
1 are conditions precedent 
sequent (the latter should 
•'ed as much as possible by 
ousinessmen) and grounds 

the terms of the

businessmen whose good 
yet reached Africa, visits _____
men — chairmen and managing 
directors — determined to make 
real commercial discoveries.

Often the exhortations to tackle 
the African market come from 
people with a mainly theoretical 
awareness of their subject, such as 
politicians and busy, highly-placed 
officials in the Department of 
Trade or the Treasury. Now 
another voice has joined in to 
proclaim the profit in West Africa, 
an African voice.

Chief Francis Arthur Nzcribc is, 
however, something of a hybrid, 
being in a substantial way of 
business in Bntain as well as in 
Nigeria — indeed he set up the 
London-based Fanz Organisation 
some of whose activities have 
nothing to do with Afnca, before 
starting his Nigerian businesses. A 
man whose own commercial 
activities have brought such 
material symbols of success as 
three Rolls-Royces — when these 
arc mentioned, he likes to pom t ou t 
that as a prudent businessman he 
also owns three horscs"in case the 
cars break down" — has some 
claims to a hearing for his advice

As a Nigerian, Chief Nzcribc 
reckons that he has a fair 
knowledge of that market and its 
opportunities. He also has interests 
and cxpenencc in other West 
African countries which, he 
believes, could offer Bntish- 
industry almost as much scope as 
Nigeria — and 
ECOW> 
certain!) 
commc

usk yc 
some 
some social occasi 
to put a lot of ef, 
into this job

"The eventual choice, is of 
course, a purely personal one for 
you and him, but if I may offer my 
own opinion here, do not ask the 
man who is already an agent for a 
dozen other companies to act for 
your firm — he already has his 
hands full and will not be able to give 
the attention that you believe your 
activities deserve Go and seek out 
a new entrepreneur who will have a 
dose interest in making a success of 
your business There arc plenty of 
them to be found but they do have 
to be sought out. If you have got 
the right man. your next visit will 
be much smoother and probably 
much more profitable

“It seems to come asasurpnseto 
some British businessmen that 
there are plenty of other 
competitors from different coun­
tries offering their wares. All these 
people have to be seen by some 
overworked government official or 
technocrat or local businessman, 
who has a great deal more to worry 
about than the fact that you are 
booked on the plane home the day 
after tomorrow (Part of the 
problem is that he lacks the 
mid-management support in his 
own organisation that really comes 
after years of experience rather 
than some diploma passing.)

“This is where you fnend, your 
local representative is invaluable. 
It may take him weeks to set up a 
meeting that lasts just ten minutes, 
but when he sends for you, go. 
Most significant orders are 
dinched on the spot. They no 
longer roll in by mail and telex, 
certainly not until people know you 
personally. You, orsomebody with 
full authority to make dedsions, 
must always be prepared to go to 
Afnca — and often at short notice 
— if you really want to get 
business.

try 
is even more 

>ne Africa tSi

me quick notes on various 
es. Mr O'Connor said that 
,„y knows that the Ivory 
; rich so everybody is trying

1O..J business there and (he lllc ucvau, 
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ormal supply lines which need to

remember 
WAS (For example, Niger 
inly is a country of enormous 
icrdal potential by the end of 

the decade and a casual glance at
> might not suggest that 
s one of Africa's biggest 

industries)
Chief makes his point 

bluntly in a take-it or Icave-it style 
at the same time making it p.. 
that he has more sympathy w 
those who openly reject what 
may say, than those who tar 
leave it. To some people he sou, 
like a Mancunian trying to stir 
Southerners into action — having 
taken his degree in engineering at 
“—u**-tcr University he rccog- 

c The Chief started to 
__ ___  r_ Jic encouragement to 
Bntish industry last autumn at a 
meeting of the Nigerian Bntish 
Chamber of Commerce. (West 
Afnca, November 19) and the 
message is still much the same. But 
that was at a fairly specialised 
gathering where the participants 
had already evidenced an interest 
in doing 
Now he 1 
audience of per 
seem to know 
that can 
prepared to se

Having offer 
the Chief dis 
“There are no 
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i ocptcmber.

NIGERIAN NATIONAL SHIPPING 
LINE
SOUTHBOUND - RIVER OTI 
Liverpool May 2. Monrovia May 11 
Apapa May 14 RIVER MAD A - 
Hamburg May 5. Bremen May F 
Antwerp May 9. Rotterdam May I J.

16 June UN

e the building of a 
ind newsprint mill 

St Whilte- 
Nigenan

mill's 
newsprint 

locally 
un 
of

OT AFRICA LINE AB
SOUTHBOUND — VALLMO laid 
.ng Wallhamn June 15. Felixstowe Jcse 
16. Rotterdam June 17. Zeebnigp 

June 18. Lc Harve June l». 
KAPRIFOLVOV 24 WallhamnJul) I. I 
Felixstowe July I. Rotterdam July 1 1
Zeebrugge July J. Le Harve July 4. I
Dakar July II. Lagos.-Apapa July Ik I 
Tcma July 17. Abidjan July It- 
Monrovia July 20.

MITSLI O.S.K. LINE
BRAVE PIONEER sailed Lagm Maj 
JO. Port Harcourt June 9. Abidjan Juns 
18-20. Monrovia June 20-25.vaihbxi 
to Japan. TEMDA1 WA AS Abdja 
June 12-16. Lagos Apapa June 17 July 
I. Abidjan July J-5. back to Jqui 
HERO1ANE WA A4 armed Laps 
June I. ETD June 16. Abidjan Jua 
18-21. Port Harcourt June 2J-2L 
Douala June JO-July 1 back to Japaa 
SEAMASTER voyage WA Al wk 
Singapore June 8. Lcbeto June 27-Juh 
I. Abidjan July 6-8, Apapa July 10 21 
Port Harcourt July 22-27, Douala Jdy 
29-31. .Matadi August 2-7 GRAND 
WING voyage WA B4 ETDSingapxt 
June 20. Abidjan July 17-19. Mourn 
July 21-24. Lagos July 27-August 7. 
Douala August 8-11. Abidjan Angst 
14-16.

- SAINT
May 23. Rouen 

30. Bordeaut 
: 13. Port Genbl
June 21

BARBER LINES
EASTBOUND — TEX.AS due 
Tenerife June I J, the Dakar. Freetown. 
Monrovia. Abidjan. Tcma. Lagos. 
Douala. TAMPA loads Jacksonville 
June 9. Norfolk June IL Baltimore 
June 12. Philadelphia June 14. New 
York June 17. Sunny Point June 19 for 
Tencnfe. Dakar. Freetown. Monrovia. 
Tema. Lagos and Douala.
WESTBOUND - TEXAS loads West 
African ports 5-10 July for US. 
Atlantic ports discharging 20-25 Julv 
TAMPA loads West Afncan ports as 
above 19-25 July forU S. Atlantic ports 
discharging June 4-10 August.

PALM LINE
SOUTHBOUND - APAPA PALM 
Abidjan May 4-6. Tema May 8-15. Port 
Harcourt May 17-28.

E.A.C. LINES
SOUTHBOUND — BORINGIA 
Oslo Moss May 17. Copenhagen May 
22. Aarhus May 27. Hamburg May 31. 
Bremerhaven May 31. Rotterdam June 
1. Antwerp Zeebrugge June 2. 
RouenLc Havre June 3. Tencnfe June 
7. Dakar June 9. Freetown June 10. 
Monrovia June IL Abidjan June 20. 
Tcma July 5. Lome July 4, Lagos. Apapa 
June 14. Douala June 18.
NORTHBOUND — FI ON IA Port 
Harcourt July I. Lagos Apapa July 4. 
Cotonou July 2. Lome July 5. Tcma July 
6. Abidjan July 7. Monrovia July 
Freetown July 27. Dakar July 
Tenerife July 14. Amsterdam July- 
Antwerp July 17. Rotterdam July 
Bremen July 23. Hamburg July 
Aarhus July 19. Copenhagen July 
Oslo Moss July 26. I ' ‘

SC ANDIN AVIA WEST AFRICA LINT 
SOUTHBOUND - LYCAON Aarhus 
June 2. Copenhagen June J. 
Norrkoping June 5-6. Banjul Dakar 
May 23-24. Freetown May 26-28. 
Monrovia May 29-Junc I. AbidjanJune 
3-7, Tcma June 8 11. Cotonou June 
12-16. Port Harcourt June 18-28, 
Douala June 26-29.

handling your paper work and for 
safely, he will stick rigidly to what 
the rule book says. A good idea is 
to retain a local solicitor or 
accountant who understands all the 
regulations and who can handle the* 
appropriate forms and look after 
•your interests at every stage, 
particularly on local taxation 
matters, and secure necessary 
permissions. It will cost you some 
money and time but you will find 
that, generally speaking, getting 
your money home can be fairly 
straightforward if things have been 
done properly right from the 
beginning of your Afncan ven­
tures.
“Just get out there and sell —or 

buy "

now we arc enjoying the luxury of 
choice but there is certainly 
nothing wrong with British 
technology, goods and services but 
do not take Nigeria, or anywhere 
else in Africa, for granted.
“Every businessman is 

interested tn profits, that is his 
raison d'etre and the measure of his 
efficiency. We hear a lot of 
complaints about British com­
panies having their money tied up 
and being unable to get it out. I 
honestly believe that over 60 per 
cent of them arc caused by ignoring 
local laws and conditions — these 
should be followed to the letter — 
remember, a young official who 
lacks the confidence bom of 
years of experience may be

S.C.A.D.O.A.
SOUTHBOUND 
MATHIEU Dunkirk May 
May 27. Lc Havre May 30 
June 2. Cotonou June ’* 
June 26. Pointe Noire J

arrange talks on cocoa in Geneva 
at the end of July. Whether these 
talks arc to be negotiations towards 
a new ICA will be decided nearer 
the time. But it cannot be denied 
that there is a guarded optimism in 
the cocoa industry which did not 
exist very widely a month ago.

After the news cocoa prices, 
which had already showed some 
improvement after the news of 
Rayner's deal (lint .4frim. June 9) 
to buy 100.000 tonnes of Ivory 
Coast cocoa — at a reputed 11.030 
a tonne — had lifted that overhang 
off the market, rose and at the 
middle of last week all 1980 
contracts were above £1.100 a 
tonne and next year's above 
£1,200.
Contract to build 
paper mill

Foster Wheeler World Scrv i 
are to supervise 
£200m. pulp an 
designed by Parsons 
more Lyddon for 
Newsprint Manufacturing 
Cross Riser State The 
100.000 tonnes of 
annual capacity, using 
grown ttmelinn arhorea as the main 
raw material, will make it one Oi 
the largest in Africa.

Contracts worth more than 
£!00m. have been placed with 
various British companies tn 
connection with the project which 
is due to be completed in 16 
months. Black & Clawson have a 
£!0m. contract to provide 
machinery for the two production 
lines and other companies will be 
providing other equipment.
o Net British aid to developing 
countries tn 1979 amounted lo 
£974m.. equivalent to 0.5 percent 
ol GNP. This compares with 
£759m. in 1978. equal to 0.4 per 
cent of GNP. Mr Neil Marten. 
Minister for Overseas Develop­
ment told the House of Commons

These figures are net of capital 
repayments to the United King­
dom in respect of past aid loans 
They have been compiled accord­
ing to the OECD Development 
Assistance Committee's new basis 
of assessment which requires the 
inclusion of promissory notes 
* losited in respect of certain 

...wJtilateral agencies instead of the 
drawn down.

MEDAFRICA GOLDEN
NIGERIA LINE
SOUTHBOUND—ALKJ 
illes June 2. Leghorn June 
June 11. Lago. June 28. Port Harcourt 
July 3.
NORTH EUROPE - ASUNARO 
Baloinc May 18. Dunkerque May 21. 
Rotterdam May 23. Ipswich May 25. 
Antwerp June I. Inigos June 15. Port 
Harcourt June 24
USA — CAPBON St John June I. 
Montreal June 8. Quebec June 13. 
Lagos June 30. Port Harcourt July 7 
BIRGITTE B New York May 24. 
Baltimore May .30. Abidjan June 18.

OPEC picks a 
$32 barrel

The meeting of OPEC ministers 
in Algiers last week decided, by a 
majority, to set a basic reference 
price of $32 a barrel for crude oil 
and keep within a ceiling of $37 a 
barrel. The average OPEC price 
was just under $32. Saudi Arabia, 
however, currently charging $28 
for the reference barrel, said that it 
would not be raising its price to the 
new level nor would it yet be 
reducing output, it is easily the 
biggest producer, from the present 
9.5m. barrels a day so that the 
situation is still not very clear, 
especially as some countries have 
been having to sell their oil below 
the theoretical and publicised 
prices.

Producers al the higher quality 
eJ}d of lhc sca,c* which includes 
Nigeria, have agreed not lo raise 
their price above $37 for the time 
being.

It was announced during the 
meeting that the OPEC countries 
had agreed to increase their 
co-operation with non-oil produc­
ing developing countries.
• The Africa Committee of the 
London Chamber of Commerce is 
holding a one-day conference on 
Energy Resource Planning in 
Africa on July 10. Topics to be 
discussed include : power genera­
tion in Africa, substitution for 
fossil fuels, small-scale hydroelec­
tricity. and alternative energy.

Pause for 
cocoa

The meeting of the International 
Cocoa Council which had been 
called to deal with matters involved 
in winding up the International 
Cocoa Organisation, 
demise at the end of Mr 
International Cocoa 
and to arrange t 
the money in th< 
to the producing 
ICCO — some S85rr 
decided to delay ac 
next meeting in Scj

They decided upon this after a 
message from the general secretary 
of Unctad. under whose aegis the 
ICA comes, urged them to try yet depo 
again to reach co-operation in the multi 
cocoa industry. Unctad is to cash

ELDER DEMPSTER LINES 
SOUTHBOUND - DL'MBIA sails 
I rvcrrwl June 17. SAPELE sails 
Liverpool June 19. SOKOTO sails 
W arn June 18. 
NORTHBOUND — PEGU 
Dublin June 19. SEKONDI due ‘ 
June 21 SHERBRO due London 
16.
E A.STBOl 
due Apar 
Douala Ju
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9 am—6 pm

Bleachii

2A Tottenhall

NOTICES

CARS FOR SALE

BUY DIRECT 
FROM LONDON 

at special export prices

Thursday 
Sunday

GOLD GOLD GOLD
We stock 18ct gold jewellery

Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Friday

?nd Headt'es

The special 
, effects.

D & LEE TEXTILES LTD
265 KINGSLAND ROAD London E2 Tel. 01-739 8069□

INTERTEC 
Llnburn House, 

Suite 309, 
342 Kilburn High Road, 

London NW6 
Tel: 328 9521 

Telex: 268048 G 514

Tel: 01-437-8360 (24 houre). 
01-437 6391

CAR SPARE PARTS 
Cut out the middle man — 

buy DIRECT from 
manufacturers

For your supplies of: 
Japanese 
American 
European

Car parts/accessones 
Contact

EASTERN AGENCIES 
& SALES CO

10 Dryden Chambers, 
119 Oxford Street. 
London W1R 1PA

EXPORT CARS
115a Glenthorne Road. London vv- 3 q 

Tel: (01) 741 0364 Telex: Autoex  „

CHRISTIANSBORG 
ENTERPRISES

* Cheap Airfreight Cargo lo 
destination in Africa

* Low Air Tickets to any part of the

* Shippers o' Household Goods. 
Vehicles & General Cargo

* We can arrange for collection of 
goods from homo or place of

* Manufacturers Representatives for 
capital & consumer goods Put m 
your order & wo wm supply 
pro-forma Invoice by return

CASH AND CARRY
c? •P-T 21-31 Wood,leld Pllceii 0 (\ b m0" Harr°* Road>UI^avUETels9i27

JUST ARRIVED
6 tone DAMASK Alade 2222 with six crov 

Head Holland Prints Guinea Brocade Laces an 
OPENING HOURS:

BLACK
COSMETICS 

and hair preparations 
LONDON S LARGEST SUPPLIERS 
PERSONAL CALLERS WELCOME

Dyke S Dryden Ltd.
Unit 1. to SI Loys Road 

TOTTENHAM LONDON N17 
off Tottenham H.gh Road. Nt Bruco

TEL 01-808 7616 — 01-800 7624

9 am—1 Pm
9 am—-2 Pm

OVERSEAS AGENTS WANTED 
FOR READY MADE 
LADIES GARMENTS 

MANY ATTRACTIVE STYLES OF 
DRESSES AND SKIRTS IN 

TRICEL. POLYESTER AND ACETATE

P/ease con'acr or visa 
CARINA SPORTSWEAR LTD. 

22'27 The Oval. Hackney Road. 
London E2 9DT

Telephone 880 5401/2. Telex 22568

or. WEST AFRICA CO ORDINATOR 
KAM (NIG.) LTD

6 Pepple Street. Doi 989 
. IKEJA. LAGOS 
Telephone 960149

,l.srs m household

Wholeaola Only

Afro Wigs Yak W.gs. Yak Hair. 
Skm Top Wigs Squiggles Plaits 
Moppets Freedom. Popcorn 
Cosmetics Shirts Tights Swiss 
Watches. Dutch Wax Prints. Plain 
and Embroidered Georges (Oil 
Boom Zig-Zag Horse Sier) Also 

industrial Welding Rods etc

Send lor price list and brochure 
We also took for Agents 
everywhere Best terms

LONDON'S LARGEST CASH AND CARRY 
Specialising in all famous brands of 

JEANS AND CASUAL WEAR FOR LADIES. MEN 
AND CHILDREN AT VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES 

Strictly Wholesale and Export 
(shipping arranged for Overseas Customers) 

AMPLE CAR PARK
OPEN 9 am—6 pm Monday to Friday. Sunday 9 am—2 pm

DRULA
lleaching-Wax for Dark Skin and Freckles 
It helped so many — it will help you too

— NORMAL — CONCENTRATED —
— ESP. CONCENTRATED — 
DRULA-COMPLEXION-SOAP 

DRULA SUN TAN LOTION
FROM YOUR CHEMIST OR DRUG STORE

SOLE UK DISTRIBUTORS

RAVI KA LTD.
Road, Palmore Green. LONDON N13 6HX 

Telephone 01-889 1545

Contact

A-& G. Rochford Ltd..
LOWOOO GARAGE, 12 Kings Avenue,1 
LONDON SW4 8BQ. Telex: 8951677 g) t////SsJ

CHRIST APOSTOLIC CHURCH 
(CAC) LONDON BRANCH

Halleluiah! Hallelujah!! HallelujahHI
Glory be to the Lord in the highest. Hallelujah. This is to inform 

all the children of God that. He the Lord has worked in a wonderful 
way for us that a permanent place of worship has been provided

The new venue is the Old Parish of St. Mary. Church Street. 
Stoke Newington. London N16

We therefore urge all members and new members to please 
jorn us in our Sunday services

We are conducting a revival in the church at the moment 
and members are urged to join in. Come and see the 
wonderful work of God in your life. "Free is healing, free is 
salvation Bring your problems to JESUS and He will surely 
help you through When coming, endeavourto bring someone 
or a friend with you, provided you have the belief that JESUS 
never fails.

Time of worship on Sundays: noon—2.00 pm.
Place of worship: Old Parish of St. Mary Church, Church 
Street, Stoke Newington, London N16.
Buses 73.141 and 171 will take you near (o our doorstep Please 

phone the minister in charge between 6 00 pm—midnight weekdays 
and 6 00 am—noon weekends

Tel 01-249 7470 Mr Ajibade

For a regular

CONTAINER 
service to Lagos and for all 

of your

SHIPPING
Phone 01-074 3366

SHIPPING A CAR?
Out service includes FREE COLLECTION FREE STORAGE and LOWEST RATES to any 

West African destination

HOUSEHOLD and PERSONAL EFFECTS
FREE ESTIVATES m your home FREE TEA ChESTS and PACKING. CRATING i 

BANDING on OUR OWN PREMISES
Visit us any lime during office hours

or telephone 01-622 1243 (5 lines)
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For further information, apply to:

Royal Hill,

Greenwich,

LONDON

Tel: London 853 4484

COMPETITIVE PRICES

educational

LE/

I
CARS FOR SALE

NOTICES Cont.

Department WA1
Correspondence College Registrar.

EDUCATION 
FROM LONDON 

BY 
HOME-STUDY

period
Io choosa

THE CENTRE 
FOR BUSINESS STUDIES

Meridian House,

Small 
COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

LEFT-HAND DRIVE 
NO SENSIBLE OFFERS REFUSED — 

BARGAINS GALORE

Contact now

INGO LTD
72 West End Lane. London NW6 

Tel (01) 624 9643

_______ ft '
ONE YEAR DIPLOMA COURSE
Reass-atle lea. beginner* welcome

Shetland *>p ng speed ceve'oc- 
—er: refresher auS-o. e’t.jc sk.lis. 
E-; s*i •.'ED-CAL SHORTHAND

Day c.cnmg and Saturday 
ccurtcs

RSA L C C PITMAN EXAMS
Su’foiK House 1 s Whitf.eld 
= ace Wf eld Street London

W1p5SF 01-368 2290 92C6

Latest Dei

OLYMPIA WOODEN 
PACKING CASE MAKERS 

Packers and Stiiopors 
Tel: 01-602 4136'0097 

Avon Trading Estate. B'oc* 6 
Avonmore Road. London W14 SJS

FIRST step to SUCCESS s a.- 
a-a ■ ’ cation ana the surest way 
o’ gettmg a quah’ict 
through Wolsey Han t 
~ ---------- enceColk

course

Eternal Sacred Order ol 
Cherubim and Seraphim 

Learn Soraph.c Scene# SoM 
difficult problems through 

ful prayers and prayer booM 
Contact: Mother Prophetesi 

Janet Awojobi 
7 Ranelagh Road 

Tottenham. LONDON N17

vision course (Sept—Dec).
itanev (ACAI Foundation Level

FULL TIME EDUCATION 
IN LONDON

North London 
Tuition Centre

MM o- OCT ■O'"f">'lJ« 
Scene* and Social scenes Maths aid Co 
put-r.g lone-yW - twetarm imt itrtC)

Prc’eiuonil QualiflcetlDna IABE i*S. AC*
I Marteimg and ICCII

Secretirnl end Engllill Courw (RS*. ICO
i p.iman anj Cen'br^te en-nnatom)

1 Send for Prospectus The Regstrer
7 Wcrtcry Artnve, lM*#. «fl- 
Tat. 01-8M 7411/2

pass 
ion of

Special f 
include ( 
LCC Bar 
agement 
Teaching 
and Busi
Prospectus 
Dept PG6 
0X2----- ---

AIRLINE COURSES AN 0 F 
MANAGEMENT. But 
studies typ -; 
prospectus 
Centre. 10 
London WC2 
Telex 27775.

«••"•*«==■ *‘10 HOTEL 
-usiness 

,-pmg and telex Free 
Belair Education 
Denmark Street.
Tel 01-836 1316

DEAN TUTORIAL COLLEGE 
0 and 'A' level courses - H 

subjects Revision and intense 
courses Also English language- 
aii levels For prospectus r: 

application forms, write to.
Tne Registrar, 

Dean Tutorial College. 
187A Seven Sisters Road.

London N4 3NG.
Tel: 01-263 1435/6.

SANDRA SEC^^TAmAA.
EARN* SECRETARIAL 

SKILLS EASILY

GEORGES 1980 
Free electronic watch worth £15 
with every order valued £50 and 

over.
•i»l oiler tor a limited pi 
ssigns — hundreds Ic 

from.

□iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii>iii*>i'h 

= LEFT-HAND DRIVE CARS e 
^Specialists m Fine Quality Cars at z 
— Ba'gam Puces =
Z Rush to me nearest Prone .mo R nq = 
=M( George at 01-531 2573 u- 01 508 = 
=6029 o’ c.i-l m and see us al 61 Cecil z 
=Road. E17 7 days pc- week z
z This week 5 special car — =
= Datsun 14OY 1979. =
= as now z

olsey Hall 
jiand

VENAHILL LTD.
Export Car Compound, 

1269 London Road. Norbury.
London SW16. 9 to 6 pm 

(not Sundaye) 
Tel: 01-679 5544 

| and 01-679 4677

jiliiiillilliiriiiiiiiiii>iiiuiii|ll,ll,lllll,1 

I Association of
1 Cost and 
I Executive 
I Accountants 
E Examinations are heti
E under the supervision
E of West African 
= Examination Council 
= m June and December 
= FCEA (FELLOW) 
E ACEA (ASSOCIATE) 
= Members are entitled to 
= designate as Incorporated 
= Executive Accountant 
= Part-Exemption is granted 
= tor HNC D o' equivalent 
z Write to
E The Secretary-General. 
E The Association ol Cost & 
= Executive Accountants Ltd 
= (by guarantee) 
= 330 Holloway Road
= London H7 6NJ
E 01-609 4195
EllllllHllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllimHH

ALL MAKES OF CARS
DATSUN OPEL TOYOTA
MAZDA BMW MERCEDES

PEUGEOT FIAT RENAULT
VW

Correspondence courses leading to 
qualifications from the Professional 
Institutes and the General Certificate of 
Education.

IN LONDON 
Full-time Course 

in
Business Administration 
One year Diploma Course

Graduates or Equivalent 
Starting OCTOBER 1980 

Centre for Business 
Administration (WA) 

30 Baker Street 
LONDON W1. ENGLAND

-.ation is 
■e Oxford 

lege With a 
Wdse, Hai course you get the 
personal attention o’ a qualified 
tutor and a guarantee of 
treeadC'tionai tuition if reauirea 
to pass you' examination 
Option of fees by easy 

-- Lessons sent by 
Service Courses 

GCE WAGCE RSA 
inking Admin Man- 

ICSA Statistics
I Theology Languages 
stness Wnte for free 
)S to W Milligan MA 

_5. Wolsey Hall. Oxford 
6PR Engio

TEACHER S DIPLOMA 
in the 

MONTESSORI METHOD 
OF EDUCATION

Nursery Fr.mary and Aff.J-rt: 
ccu'505 Fb:l-tir-e coursev com-re 
ng September ConezporCe‘9 

•courses commence any time

LONDON MONTESSORI CENTRE 
st Mark a Halt. Balderton Street

fora dvanced studies
(Sept—Juno) Also a twclvc-woek rovlaion course (Sept—Doc).
Business Studios Courses Accountancy (ACAI Foundation Level 
O-ploma in Bus-ncss Administration
Tu-tion tee tor a'l one-year courses is C800 plus VAT
For prospectus and application forms wr.te to The Registrar 243a p >' 
Whitechapel Road London El Toi 01-247 2166 7

A RAPID RESULTS 
COLLEGE

Home Study Course can give 
you success in GCE School 
Cert RSA or a Professional 
qualification in Accountancy. 
Banking. Book-keeping Man­
agement. Marketing. Selling, 
Stores Supervision. Transport 
etc For details of our 
specialised courses write for a 
free copy of YOUR CAREER to 
your nearest Careers Adviser 
quoting Dept NR4

• Box 7926 Lagos. Nigeria
• Box 3703. Accra. Ghana

THE RAPID 
RESULTS COLLEGE

Dept NR4 Tuition House.
London SW19 4DS____



WEST AFRICAIf Jint 1980 1083

NATIONAL ELECTRIC POWER AUTHORITY

2. 13

12

13

12

11

7. Princi 10

09

irs

SITUATIONS VACANT

Other Posts
Principal Personnel Officer (Safety) 
Principal Estate Surveyors

12
12

DIRECTOR OF PERSONNEL 
External Advert No. 9/80 
May 7, 1980

12
13
14.

15.
16

12
10
09
11
10 
09

Salary 
Grade Level

14
13
12

Io
09

Engineering Posts
1. Chief Engineers

(Electrical. Mechanical and Civil)
Assistant Chief Engineers
(Electrical. Mechanical and Civil)

3. Principal Engineers
(Electrical. Mechanical and Civil)

4. Chief Technical Officers I 
(Electrical. Mechanical and Civil)

5. Chief Technical Officers II 
(Electrical, Mechanical and Civil)

6. Principal Technical Officers I 
(Electrical, Mechanical and Civil)

T. Principal Technical Officers II 
(Electrical, Mechanical and Civil)

8- Senior Technical Officers 
(Electrical, Mechanical and Civil)

Aspirants for p 
hold a recognii 
Chartered Instit 
parts I to IV of 
accounting qualifications. Thre' 
post-qualification relevant expe... 
demanded of applicants for the 
Executive Officer I and Principal 
respectively.
For the posts of Principal Personnel Officer (Safety) and 
Principal Estate Surveyors, applicants should hold a 
recognised university degree (or equivalent professional 
qualification) in the appropriate fields of study. In 
addition, they should have acquired at least eight years 
post-qualification relevant experience.

Salary 
Grade Level 

14

C. REMUNERATION AND OTHER CONDITIONS OF 
SERVICE
The Salary Range of each Grade Level is as follows:

Range lor Pensionable Range for Contract 
Appointment Appointment

#9.168x#320—#10,128 #10,498 x#368-#11.602
#8.064x#320— #9,024 #9.228x#368-N10.332
#7,404x#216— #8.052 #8.470x#248— #9.214
N6,744x#180— #7,284 #7,710x#208- #8.332
#5.760x#162— #6.732 #6.580x#186— #7,696
N4.668x#162— #5,640 #5,324x#186- #6.442

ACCOUNTING POSTS
9 Principal Accountants

10. Senior Accountants
11 Accountants

Principal Executive Officers I 
Principal Executive Officers II 
Senior Executive Officers

Entry point will depend on candidate's qualifications and 
experience Appointments made to Nigerians will be 
pensionable subject to probationary period of two years, 
but other successful candidates will be offered 
appointments on contract basis. Transportation to 
Nigeria will be provided for overseas appointees and their 
families as well as luggage. Fringe benefits and other 
conditions of service are as laid down for senior 
employees of identical grades in the authority.

A. VACANCIES
The National Electric Power Authority, which Is 
responsible for the generation, transmission and 
distribution of electricity throughout the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria, invites applications from suitably qualified 
persons to fill the following vacancies:

B- THE JOBS, QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE
For engineering posts, areas to be covered will include 
ransmission. distribution, power station laboratory 

technology, purchasing, electrical maintenance, mechan- 
lcal maintenance, civil works, protection-control­
metering, line maintenance, boiler maintenance, turbine 
maintenance, instrumentation and staff training. 
Applicants for posts 1.2 and 3 must possess a recognised 
university degree or equivalent professional qualification 
'n the appropriate field of study. In addition, they must 
have acquired a minimum of 14. 11 and eight years 
post-qualification relevant experience respectively.
Posts 4. 5. 6. 7 and 8 call for the Higher Technician 
D|pioma or its equivalent in the appropriate field of study, 
together with minimum of 15.12. nine, six and three years 
°t Post-qualification relevant experience, in that order.
Applicants for posts numbered 9. 10 and 11 above 
should possess any of the ACCA, ACA and ACMA. 
Those for Principal Accountants and Senior Accountants, 
however, need six and three years post-qualification 
relevant experience respectively

D. METHOD OF APPLICATION
Application forms are obtainable within the country from 
the Director of Personnel or any of the Authority's 
Directors of Operations/Directors of Distribution/Distnct 
Managers/Undertaking Managers. In the case of overseas 
applicants, the forms are obtainable from NEPA Office. 
York House, 199 Westminster Bridge Road. London SE1; 
Embassy of Nigeria at 1333 16th Street, NW. Washington 
DC. and from Nigerian Consulate Office. 575 Lexington 
Avenue. New York. NY. USA.
Applications duly completed should be forwarded to the 
Director of Personnel. Electricity Headquarters. 24-25 
Marina. Lagos. Nigeria. (In case of applicants in Nigeria). 
OR
NEPA London Representative.
York House.
199 Westminster Bridge Road.
London SE1
(In case of overseas applicants.)

All completed applications must be received not later 
than Friday. July 25. 1980.

■ posts numbered 12, 13 and 14 should all 
jnised higher diploma or certificate of the 
□Utute of Secretaries and Administrators, or 

any of the aforementioned professional 
ualifications. Three and six years 

jerlence will also be 
posts of Principal 

Executive Officer II
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FLYBNG TO
WEST AFRICA?

IF YOU HAVE 
ANY DIFFICULTY 

IN OBTAINING 
YOUR COPY OF 

WESTOTIM
Please write to the 

Publisher in London
WEST AFRICA 

PUBLISHING CO. LTD.,
BATH HOUSE, 

53 HOLBORN VIADUCT, 
LONDON EC1A 2FD.
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>l ana container departures 
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I UNITY PARTY
| OF NIGERIA
I manifesto group
I (UK Branch)

I All members of the Manifesto Group are
II invited to meet

CHIEF
I OBAFEMI AWOLOWO
I The National President of the Unity , 
I Party of Nigeria al CHURCHILL HOTEL, | 
I 30 Portman Square. London W1. on , 
I Sunday 15th of June. 1930. at 11 am I 
I prompt Attendance is essential 
I (nearest underp'ound Oxford Circus) I 

I The meeting scheduled for Conway
House is hereby cancelled

UP NIGERIA! UP AW O’

Latitt Adenekan
W°0>J»267l 639 0253

i

HAIR IS OUR BUSINESS

Hylton and Hylton
West London Barbers, 

2b Portnail Road, London W9

_______ Tol. 01-969 C2B0__________

RECRUITMENT INTO THE 
GHANA PUBLIC SERVICES

The next round of interviews for appointments in the Ghana 
Public Services will take place between July and August. 1980

Qualified Ghanaians wishing to be considered for 
appointment should write for application forms to

THE DIRECTOR OF RECRUITMENT (OVERSEAS)
GHANA HIGH COMMISSION
38 QUEEN S GATE
LONDON SW7

to whom completed application forms should be returned not
later than 30th June 1980
Qualified Ghanaians resident outside the United Kingdom 
should apply for the forms from their nearest Embassy

WEST
magazine

is available to passengers on

Nigeria Airways, Ghana Airways 
Swissair

British Caledonian, Ethiopian Airways

Nigerian Travel Associates 

CHEAP 
FARE TO

WEST 
AFRICA 
any time 

and also we guarantee low' 
rate, reliability and fast 
despatch to your unaccom­
panied freight with .our 
collection services at Ikeja

Airport. Lagos. 
Pieeso contact 
NIGERIAN 

TRAVELLING 
ASSOCIATES 
05 Sugden Road 

London, SW11 5EB 
Tel: 01-228 8733 
or 67 Ijesna Road

(PO Box 1794, Lagos) 
Hire, Suru-Lere, Lagos

FCFA (Fellow) 
AGFA (Associate)

Examinations are held 
half-yearly In June and 
December.
The minimum qualifica­
tions for student registra­
tion are School Certifi­
cate: R.S.A. Stage II; 
G.C.E Ordinary Level and 
Grade II Teacher's Certlfl-

For hirther Information, wlte 
to: The Secretary, American 
Chartered Institute of Finan­
cial Controllers and Adminis­
trators, 30 Clinton St., 
Newark, N.J. 07102. U.S.A.

air travel

Free tea e-ts:s
AIR CARGO: Frcm 953 cer K :
SEA FREIGHT; =fj- r C"?
AIR TRAVEL: C*M9 Charter fights

DETENTE LTD
25 ARCHWAY ROAD. LONDON N19 3TU.
Tel: 01-263 6516’8331.
(Mon.-Frl 9-5 pm Sat 9-1? 30 pm'

n
High quality Coke for engineer­
ing. Lime for building and 
domestic, large or small quan­
tities. Western Fuel. Quayside. 
Newcastle upon Tyne. NE1 3EP.
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CARS FOR SALE

HOLIDAYS

photography FOR SALE

NOTICES Coni.

Rawlings 
speaks out

DIAL-A-FLIGHT
01-520 7911 

313a Hoe Slreot
London El7

Dateline
AFRICA

T
Il Jum 1880

YOUR WEDDING

1. PHOTOGRAPHED 
(Wadding albums supplied)

2. FILMED — IN COLOUR
3. RECORDED ON TAPE

W«ite or telephone now

JULIAN L. BROWN
3 OCTAVIA STREET 

LONDON SW11 
Telephone 01-228 9190

Jcutcr.ar.t Jerry John 
(retd.), has called on 
)uth, "in whom is to be 
wealth of labour and 

rage 
has

AIRCRAFT: 
HS748 Series 2A
Year of Manufacture: 

Nov 1970
Total Airframe Hours 
(Since new): 9115.20 

Total Landings 
(since new): 13540

For further details. contact:
GHANA AIRWAYS CORPORATION, 
GHANA HOUIE, P.O. BOX 1638.

ACCRA. GHANA
GHANA AIRWAYS CORPORATION 

12 OLD BOND STREET.
LONDON W.l.

SELVI HOLIDAYS
■Probably tho’ bost air (are centre 
Now ottering low cost flights to 

■Ghana. West. East and South
Africa Also Europe and USA

GHANA
Limann stands firm on constitution

According to the Pioneer, the 
old guard would not take such 
criticism lying down and it became 
apparent that any attempt to hold 
elections In the "strained but frank 
talking atmosphere might lead to 
undesirable consequences which 
might provide opponents of the 
party with a windfall". Security at 
the Prempeh Assembly Hall was 
tight, and "robust looking men" 
frisked delegates before allowing 
them to enter the hall. A nominee 
for the post of Ashanti Regional 
Minister was reportedly found to 
be carrying a pistol The congress 
ended prematurely with the 
dissolution of the Central Commit­
tee, no election of national officers, 
and the carrying of a motion 
proposed by Alhaji Imoru Egala 
and seconded by Nana Okutwer 
Bekoc II, national chairman. As a 
result, President Limann, In 
consultation with Alhaji Imoru 
Egala and Nana Okutwer Bekoe 
will administer party affairs until 
anotherdelegateconference is held.

President Hilla Limann declared 
during a closed session of the 
People's National Party Congress 
in Kumasi that he had sworn before 
God and the nation to defend the 
constitution and would defend it. 
Those who had been pestering him 
to alter parts of it, he said, should 
therefore get off his back. "I will 
never, never alter it." Alhaji Imoru 
Egala, carrying the title of 
"Founder of the Party," told the 
old guard that they had had their 
chance, so they should withdraw 
from the front and give their 
support in the background. He said 
the younger generation must be 
given their chance, too. The present 
state of affairs had been the result 
of the undermining, hypocrisy and 
selfishness of some party members. 
The old guard, he said, were the 
same people who had betrayed 
Kwame Nkrumah. While he spoke, 
reported the Pioneer, he pointed to 
where the old guard, including Mr. 
Kwesi Armah and Mr. Alex 
Quaison-Sackey, were seated.

NEWS OF EXPRESS SHIPPING 
TO WEST AFRICA

Are you still with the general problem of finding a trustworthy 
and very reliable shipping company to handle the shipmentof 
your goods and unaccompanied personal and household 
effects to West Africa? Wo have good news for you. You can 

now stop shopping around

CONTACT 0MA EXPRESS CARGO"
This is a company run by a shipping professional — Member of the 
institute of Freight Forwarders and the Institute of Shipping 
Executives A company brought into being to help eliminate all the 
known shipping problems often faced by shippers like you No doubt 
you know what these problems are Wo are committed to eliminate 
these problems for good As a result OMA Express Cargo Is now the 
loading household name in the home of most individual shippers to 
West Africa They all ship through our reliable express service You are 
equally a West African shipper and therefore you are also equally 
entitled to en|oy all the benefits associated with shipping to West 
Africa
V/e collect from your home — we provide lined cases — we pack very 
carefully with every item fully protected — we deliver to docks — we 
attend to all shipping and customs documentations — we pay UK 
docks dues and West African harbour dues on your behalf To assist 
you to the full, we have extended our services further to ports of 
destination Our agents in Lagos and Port Harcourt will give your 
goods speedy clearance through customs, etc Hurry now Make OMA 
Express Cargo your household name Reserve your cargo space with

us before it is too late
* SHIP WITH OMA EXPRESS ANO SMILE AT DESTINATION *

For further information and space reservation please contact 
Mr Qpuda M Abali, M Inst F F , Export Commodity Consultant

DMA EXPRESS CARGO AGENCY 
International Freight Forwarders

Apponted Agen's to most African Importers
A company Drought to Doing to help solve Shipp ng problems

Wesl African Sr notvs Union _

Specialists m handing 
Household. Personal 
Effects. Cars. Trucfts. 
Vans 4 General 
..............e. etc

Flight-Lieutenant Jen 
Rawlings 
Ghana's you 

' found a w<
enthusiasm", to gather cours 
and reject "a system which I 
failed the nation and its outworn 
traditions which have deepened 
the people's plight". He said the 
task of national reconstruction 
required the concerted efforts of 
the people who constitute the 
country’s greatest resources. The 
former AFRC chairman was 
speaking to a large audience of 
journalists and members of the 
public at the Accra Community 
Centre to mark the anniversary of 
June 4.

Flight-Lt. Rawlings said there 
were young men and women in 
medicine, law, technology, jour­
nalism and in the military who had 
recognised the need to serve the 
country but who continued to go to 
waste in frustration. He said the 
experience of active youth in 
progressive countries had been of 
direct- involvement in productive 
work with ordinary workers and 
farmers to make a positive impact 
on the rapid overall development 
of their societies.

The former AFRC chairman 
denied a GN A report published in 
the GIhiiiuuiii Tinies that he had

reaffirmed his loyalty to the PNP 
Government. Describing the 
report as absolute nonsense, he 
said that as a Ghanaian and a 
soldier, his loyalty was to the state 
and the Constitution, not to any 
government. He illustrated his 
point by saying Brigadier J. 
Nunoo-Mensah. former Chief of 
Defence Staff, was retired by the 
PNP Government because he 
refused to declare his loyalty to it 
and affirmed his loyalty to the State 
and the Constitution. Flight-LL 
Rawlings said "it was this very 
insistence of Brigadier Nunoo- 
Mensah on distinguishing a 
soldier's loyalty like any other 
citizen's to the State and the 
Constitution that made him 
unacceptable to certain powerful 
elements in the government."

According to the former 
chairman, the government con­
vened a meeting soon after last 
September 24 which was attended 
by the President and Vice- 
President, the Minister of Defence, 
Mr. S. K. Riley -Poku, and Mr. Kofi 
Batsa, chairman of the PNP 
Publicity Committee, as well as 
Rawlings and Brig. Nunoo- 
Mensah. He said government 
members demanded that the 
Brigadier declare his loyalty to the 
government The Brigadier 
insisted on the loyalty of the 
commissioned officers and senior 
army personnel to the State and the 
Constitution and not to the

AM EE yC amex house' north end road‘ WEMBLEY. MIDDLESEX
100 CARS TELEX - 888941 AMEX WEM
INSTOCK 01-903 4184/5 IS Mlns Oxlortf Circus
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to retirement 
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Students are 
sent home

The University of Ghana. 
Lcgon. has closed down until 
further notice. The university's

Retiring age 
remains at 55

The Government has decided 
that all civil servants who reached 
the formercompulsory retiring age 
of 55 before September 24 lit 
year but still remained in tbeir 
posts arc deemed to have retired 
w ith effect from the dates on whrh 
they individually reached the art 
of 55 They were however deemed 
to be on a one-year contract 
starting on that dale of retirement 
A statement from the office of the 
head of the Civil Sen ice ud 
enquiries had been made by end 
servants since the Constitution 
promulgated as to the effeclnt 
date for implementing the ne* 
compulsory retirement age of 60 
The statement explained that » 
circular letter of August 6 last year 
raising the retirement age from 55 
to 60 years had been w ithdrawn s 
it had no legal backing. Principal 
secretaries, head regional admin? 
trative officers and heads rf 
various public establishments were 
asked to bnng the notice to tN 
attention of all affected people and 
ensure that the contract appoint­
ments of affected people wen 
terminated on the dates due and 
before September 24. 1980.

5,000 dismissed
About 5.000 workers from 

various divisions of the Glum 
Industrial Holding Corporation

the Middle East and overseas 
courses has made them notice the 
different nature of the relationship 
between senior and junior ranks in 
modern armies and the relation­
ship that exists in our own army. I 
believe the spirit of our present 
democratic constitution is against 
the maintenance of such an 
oppressive system in a 20thccntury 
army.

"The process which the rank and 
file themselves militated on June 4 
must be seen as part of a growing 
democratic insistence in all areas of 
human hfc and must be allowed to 
develop to embrace a review of 
appointments, especially when 
these appointments arc politically 
motivated and not based on any 
acknowledged merit, the election 
of committee and councils as 
representatives of the rank and 
file, the removal of restrictions on 
constitutional rights of soldiers. In 
other words the military code mu-t 
be seen to reflect the democratic 
spin! of the new constitution. If 
those who have emerged from their 
hiding places to assume positions 
of command in the armed forces 
arc too terrified to recognise the 
democratic process begun by the 
rank and file themselves, they 
should withdraw themselves into 
their holes and give way to men of 
courage and vision or else nsk 
being blown away by the new wind 
of change. A peaceful and 
democratic growth of our armed 
forceswill ensure that it is not only 
capable of defending the 
sovereignty of our nation but it is 
fully and productively integrated 
into the national development 
effort"

Academic Board said the decnior. 
to send over 4,000 students home 
was taken in view of the 
■'unbearable conditions'' on c»n 
pus. A statement signed b 
Professor Adize-Bekoe. th 
Vice-Chancellor, explained tint 
"although according to ne»t 
reports the University Teathtn 
Association of Ghana (UTACi 
had advised members to return t? 
work, the absence of junrr 
workers still means that arnuift- 
ments for feeding, sanitation and 
security cannot be maintained"

Parents to pay 
more fees

Parents will soon be rayrag 
two-thirds of the total cat cf 
boarding fees of second 
as a short -tenn solut 
increasing cost of the 
school system, 
one-third will 
••■’vemment.

ainena

government in power. This 
resulted in a heated argument for 
some seven minutes and the 
meeting ended abruptly The next 
thing the government did was to 
retire "this honourable and 
distinguished soldier" |Mr Kofi 
Batsa walked into the offices of 
H'rtT Africa in London to deny 
categorically that such a meeting 
ever took place).

Flight-Lt. Rawlings asked Parli­
ament to investigate seriously 
"what seems to be a campaign of 
reprisals directed at certain 
members of the armed forces for 
their roles in the June 4 
revolution". He said Parliament 
must not listen to ministers alone 
but must hear what the soldiers, 
too. have to narrate, "because such 
reprisals are the very cause of 
instability in the forces even if 
those who organise them profess 
the security of the State". He said 
the reprisals also threatened the 
harmony existing between the 
armed forces and the civil sector. 
Since the September 24 handover, 
he said, there had been a lot of 
misleading analysis and proposals 
dealing w ith situation in the armed 
forces with the result that some of 
the commentaries had gone so far 
as to attack not only the integrity of 
the armed forces but also to 
question its very existence. The 
forces were an important institu­
tion undergoing rapid and 
profound changes June 
the beginning of an imf 
in the forces histor 
new democratic 
forces."

Flight-Lt. Rawlings said, "In 
terms of hardship, of being able to 
fend for your family, the situation 
is worse now than it was before . . 
we should all have learnt by now 
the longer the genuine aspirations 
of the people arc repressed the 
greater the danger of an 
uncontrollable explosion".

On the armed forces. Fhght-Lt. 
Rawlings added that "the present 
system of discipline which we 
inherited from the past is based on 
the blind subordination of junior 
ranks to superior ranks — a system 
known in the forces as obey before 
you complain. This authoritarian 
military code protected the 
corruption of senior officers from 
being questioned and exposed by 
their juniors and enabled soldiers 
to be used in defending an 
oppressive system which benefited 
only a handful of people. The 
foundations of this undemocratic 
system were severely shaken on 
June 4 — a natural reaction whose 
dimensions could have been more 
explosive and bloody. But there 
are still some senior officers who 
advocate such a system despite the 
severe jolt it has received. It is 
obvious that the appointment of a 
few senior officers to the highest 
ranks docs not as such ensure 
discipline and normalise the 
situation. We have seen how 
generals have created a mess not 
only in the armed forces but in the 
country at large. The exposure of 
our soldiers and to other armies in
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The retniivq 
be subsidised by the 

government. announced fr 
Kwamena Ocran. Minister rf 
Education. Culture and Spotts *1 
the 40th anniversary speech aid 
pn/e-giving day of the Agpn 
Memorial Zion School in C»?e 
Coast. He said the enure cc« 
would eventually be shifted on to 
parents, "but that will only bedcrc 
when we have reached the sup 
where the parent can have r 
meaningful choice whether or net 
to send the child to dry 
institutions." Government polcy 
he said, would be directed in the 
next four or five years towanS 
promoting day institutions anJ 
improving public transport.

normal practice. "This action is 
perfectly in order in a letter of this 
nature for. after all. I am expected 
to retire on June 19. 1980." he 
stated Brigadier Quainoo disag­
reed with a Ministry of Defence 
statement that he wits writing 
anonymous letters and had been 
visiting Burma Camp and other 
military installation units at night 
to incite troops to mutiny.

"These are gras e allegations and 
in the light of the general sense of 

’ insecurity gripping everybody. I 
wonder why I have never been 
questioned by any of the security 
agencies." he said. He said 
allegations made against him had 
been "fabricated to add colour to 
an otherwise drab and unconvinc­
ing concoctions against him."

He requested the press houses to 
publicly prove allegations that he 
had been contacting and picking 
retired soldiers and toured the 
press houses to seek publicity for 
himself Explaining the incident of 
June 3. at the Tcshie Military 
Camp. Brigadier Quainoo said he 
had gone there to have a letter 
inviting the press to a conference 
cyclosty led by the duty clerk. He 
said since the orderly officer was 
not in the office, he was asked to go 
and come back at seven o'clock in 
the evening. He said he went back 
as arranged but saw himself 
surrounded by three officers with 
rifles, with one of them saying they 
had instructions to arrest him He 
said he told them that he had 
simply come to have a letter 
cyclostyled for him and that he was 
going to sec the Commandant 
himself. Brigadier Quainoo said 
when hcentcredhiscarandstartcd 
the engine, the officer shouted for 
the guards but nobody responded 
The officer then grabbed a rifle and 
opened fire on his car. He said he 
got out of the car. went to the office 
to wail for the Commandant and 
when he narrated his story, the 
Commandant apologised to him 
and asked him to go.

The banning order. Brigadier 
Quainoo said, was nothing but a 
feeble attempt to force a low- 
profile on him. and declared "lam 
not guilty of any offence against 
any authority or discipline as 
alleged."

Brigadier Arnold Quainoo. the 
former Army Commander, has 
been prohibited from all units and 
installations under the Ministry of 
Defence and from using Ministry 
vehicles. According to a statement 
from the Public Relations Directo­
rate of the Armed Forces, 
Brigadier Quainoo would hence­
forth enter any unit of installation 
"at his own nsk" The statement 
pleaded with civilians and retired 
servicemen to leave the institution 
of the Armed Forces alone to 
enable servicemen to get on with 
their work

Brigadier Arnold Quainoo. 
former army commander, has 
objected to the government 
statement that he had been retired 
from the Ghana armed forces. He 
said he was due for retirement on 
June 19 this year, and therefore 
was still a serving officer on the 
active list until the effective date of 
his retirement

a press statement issued in 
Accra Brigadier Quainoo said he 

• received a letter dated December 
14 last year, from the Military 
Secretary at the Ministry of 
Defence advising him of a decision 
to retire him compulsorily on June 
19. 1980. He said according to 
Arttie 15-21 ofthe Ghana Armed 
Forces Regulations on Administra­
tion. he was expected to intimate 
his acceptance or otherwise of the 
decision within 14 days of receipt 
but he objected to his compulsory 
retirement.

He denied allegations that he 
had been writing and signing letters 
as the Army Commander, and 
pointed out that his letter, which 
was tn reply to one relating to his 
retirement, was the only one he 
had written and signed

Brigadier Quainoo said 
«'gncd this letter to reflect nis rank 
and position in accordance with
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Gom retired
Lt.-Col Alfred Gom, formerly 

serving with the UN Peace­
keeping Force in Lebanon, until 
imprisonment by Israeli authorities 
for gun-running, has been retired 
from the Nigerian Army, under the 
"services no longer required" 
clause of the army, with effect from 
June I. A letter from the Military 
Secretariat, State House. Marina, 
said Lt.-Col. Gom could retain his 
army rank and would be paid six 
months salary in lieu of notice. His 
other entitlements under the army 
terms and conditions of service 
including pensions would be paid 
to him when due. the letter stated 
The Army Officers Pay Office and 
Army Records Department have 
been instructed to recover 
whatever Lt -Col. Gom owes the 
army

Rumours denied
President Shehu Shagari has 

denied rumours of mass demobili­
sation and dismissals of soldiers 
which have been circulating since 
the so-called "voluntary retire­
ment" of six top military officers in 
April. The officers concerned were 
Major Generals Joe Garba, Olu 
Bajowa and George Innih, 
Brigadier F B. Akmola and Air 
Commodores Dan Suleiman and 
A. Falope.

The President explained that the 
retirement of these officers 
coincided with a routine exercise of 
terminating the services of officers 
on temporary commission. He 
further explained that some old 
army veterans recruited to sen e in 
the civil war had been retained for 
ten years after their senices were 
necessary.

Officials accused 
of embezzlement

Thirty-two officials of the 
Ghana National Reconstruction 

rps (GN RC> have been indicted 
the management for allegedly 

zlmgovcrCl.Sm Captain J 
vu, deputy organiser of the 

said olficcn had misap 
ited sums ranging fror 

9 He 
efore

“Corporal’s 
coup”

There have been rumours of an 
attempted coup in Nigena by a 
discharged army corporal who was 
described as "mental". Acommen- 
tary by the Federal Radio 
Corporation (FRCN) said "In the 
early hours of Saturday. May 24, a 
discharged army corporal illegally 
gained access into one of the 
studios and attempted to make a 
broadcast. The ex-soldier was 
arrested by the guards on duty and 
was later identified to be the same 
person who made a similar visit to 
the studios on September 8. 1979 
attempting also to make a 
broadcast"

The name of the ex-soldieiF.was 
not given nor the details of his 
intended broadcast But uncon­
firmed reports said he was going to 
announce a coup. The FRCN also 
said that the unnamed leader of the 
laughable coup had been treated as 
a mental patient at the Armed 
Forces Hospital. Kaduna, last year.

The Xuiiomtl Ctiiuord news­
paper, apparently contradicting 
the FRCN, reported that there was 
an attempted coup adding that 28 
people have been arrested in 
connection with the incident.

| (GIHOC) have been dismissed 
I after they had stormed Parliament 
| House and interrupted proceed- 
I mgs to draw attention to their 

grievances. Police guarding their 
factories said they had instructions 

' not to allow the workers back in
President Limann held a meeting 
with representatives of the political 
parties in Parliament the following 
day and visited Parliament to sec 
the extent of the damage caused by 
the workers.

Workers 
locked out

Workers of the various divisions 
of the Ghana Industrial Holding 
Corporation (GIHOC) in the 
Accra-Tema area were kept out of 
their work places by steel- 
helmeted and truncheon-bearing 
policemen, the day after about 500 
of them had invaded Parliament 
House, chanting war songs, and 
reportedly damaging furniture and 
official documents The Gluutunin 

I hunt reported similar damage 
the Ministry of Industries, the H: 
ofTrade Unions and the GIHOC 
head office The workers were 
demanding implementation of new 
salary structures and allowances

The lockout happened al a time 
when GIHOC management was 
reportedly meeting a parliamen­
tary delegation behind closed 
doors, Meanwhile, lawyers for 
nearly 1.000 GIHOC workers 
dismissed by the government after 
the demonstration have filed suit 
actions challenging the govern­
ments right to dismiss them None 
of the affected w orkers has so far 
reapplied for work as demanded by 
the government The Majority 
Parliamentary Leader. Mr C C 
Fitih, satd Parliament would not 
tolerate any further violent
disruptions of its proceedings and 
demonstrators should present
petitions to the Speaker or the 
Clerk of Parliament. GN A 
reported that armed policemen 
were guarding Parliament House 
against a repetition of the GIHOC 
workers demonstration 

Senior staff 
protection

Senior staff of the Ghana Cargo 
Handling Company decided to 
return to work after assurances 
from the Minister of Trans; 
Communications. Mr 

I Sawycrr, that adequate j 
would be made to ens 
salcty from junior workers Some 
junior workers had allegedly 
beaten-up some senior staff and 
chased others off into town in 
trying to force the management to 
sign a new collective agreement. 
The workers also laid down their 
tools for three days to back their 
demand. The Senior Staff Associa­
tion called on the government to 
appoint a substantive managing 
director for the company so as to 
effectively check "underground 
dealings", and undermining on the 
part of certain staff members in 
collusion with sections ot the 
workers to cause disaffection.

Cor; 
by tl 
embezzli 
K. Sowu 
Corps, r 

inatcd sums ranging from 
000 to C 376.419 He was 

evidence before the 
iry Public Accounts 

which is holding a 
preliminary investigation into the 
GN RC accounts. Capt Sowu said 
some of the cases had been 
referred to the police He added 
that some of the officials had been 
found Io have made fictitious hotel 
claims for hotel bills while others 
sprayed barren land as farms and 
misappropriated revenue from 
farm produce sales.

Medical supplies 
from CCBG

The Concerned Citizens for a 
Better Ghana (CCBG). a non- 
pohtical Ghanaian organisation 
based in New York, has donated 
drugs and other medical supplies to 
the Government and people of 
Ghana The drugs include Chloro- 
qum. Aspirin. Syringes. Needles 
and Penicillin. Hie drugs were 
presented by Dr. Sammy Mensah. 
President of the organisation, at a 
ceremony held at the Ghana 
Mission'Consulatc-Gcncral m 
New York According to Dr- 
Mensah, the drugs were purchased 
with money collected at a 

fund-raiser for Mother Ghana 

htReceiving the supplies on behalf 
of the Government and people of 
Ghana was Mr J D K F°''- 
Acting Head of Mission Mr f ob 
thanked the CCBG for the gift and 
urged all Ghanaians abroad to help 
rescue Ghana from .is economic 
m.shapbv contributing their quota, 
as the nationals ol other countries 
domiciled abroad have been doing 
Among those present at the 
cercmonv were Mr. r* * 
Domes-. Deputy Ambassador and 
Permanent Representmve to (ht

Mr S E An-magyei.Mr E 1 V
Getting on top 
of river blindness

TI,ci„c.den«0t

negligible, a spokesman for the 
National Onchocercas Sec-

(WHO) Speaking in an interview

since the nver blindness 
jntrol exercise began in 1975 in 
hana. no children born after 
376 have contracted the disease 

"The control of the disease in the 
Northern and Upper regions is a 
great success,' he added

The spokesman said following 
the control exercise, inhabitants 
who evacuated the originally 
affected agricultural areas are now 
free to return to settle in those 
areas to continue with their 
farming. He said a data collection 
exercise aimed at extending the 
control programme to the Volta 
and Brong-Ahafo regions was now 
under way. and that the control 
programme was scheduled to last 
20 years. The first phase of the 
project ended in December last 
year

No Graphic
The Dmly Gtuphii, 

largest-circulation daily 
paper, did not appear on June 7 
because of a shortage of vital 
materials, reported GBC radio

NIGERIA
Chadian troops 
arrested

Twelve of the Chadian soldiers 
who invaded parts of Koukawa 
local government area tn Borno 
State have been arrested. The 
State's Commissioner of Police, 
Alhaji Dahidu Didah, said a rifle 
and more than 600 rounds of 
ammunition were also recovered 
from them, also recovered was 
over N5.000 believed to be money 
taken from fishermen on Lake 
Chad. In the invasion the Chadian 
soldiers killed five persons and 
took away 1.000 head of cattle 
Alhaji Dahidu Didah said the area 
is now under full control of the 
Nigerian armed forces, while the 
9th division of the police arc 
guarding the western side of Lake 
Chad.
• The re; 
war-tom 
ing the lives of Nigerian. .. 
the border towns is the s"u 
editorial comment by the 
lunex It says that these ; 
terrorism from across the 
by the Chadian soldiers, 
were carried out with „__
impudence, smack of a total 
disregard for the country's laws

According to the paper, the 
incidents justify Nigeria's efforts 
seeking a lasting solution to the 
Chadian problem, for she realises 
that it will not be in the best interest 
of Africa for neighbouring states to 
be strife-torn for too long. 
However, the lune* notes that 
Nigeria already has enormous 
refugee problems as a result of the 
conflict in Chad and argues that a 
situation whereby the lives and 
properties of Nigerians living in the 
border towns are insecure will be 
too much to bear. The paper feels 
that security measures should be 
tightened at the Chadian border to 
put a stop to the menace of soldiers 
from the country.
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The Ondo State project is 
estimated to cost about N59 6m 
Official sources said that more than 

'armers in the Ekiti-Akoko 
the state would benefit
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River basin plans
The chairman of the Upper 

Benue River Basin Authont) 
Alhaji Ibrahim Usman, has said 
that his authority expects » 
produce about 129,918 tonnesei 
rice, wheat, guinea corn, cotton 
and maize by 1983. Other 
projected products of the met 
basin include sugar cane and large 
quantities of vegetables.

Alhaji Ibrahim said that 369,000 
hectares of land have been

The Crude Oil Sales Tribunal 
investigating the alleged missing 
N2.8bn oil money of the NNPC. 
has concluded its public hearings at 
the Institute of International 
Affairs. Victoria Island. Lagos. A 
total of 69 witnesses from within 
and outside Nigeria gave evidence 
before the tribunal (see ll'<v 
A trim. April 14 and 28. June 2 and

Budget passed
The House of Representatives 

has passed into law President 
Shagari's 1980 Budget of N9.04bn. 
after more than two months of 
what many critics of the legislators 
described as "unnecessary delay". 
The amount covers both the capital 
and recurrent expenditure of the 
f ederal Government for a period 
ot nine months, beginning from last 
April, to December. The recom­
mendations of the 13 committees 
who reviewed the budget proposals 
were accepted without debate.

Training ship 
for cadets

! vessel has been 
ic Nigerian National 

Line for uxr by the 
College of Nigeria in 

i Cross Rncr State 
ring this, the Minister ot 
the Federal Ministry of 

sport. Malam Garba Wushishi 
that the vessel could 

accommodate 30 cadets at a time 
lhe Minister, who was visiting the 
Nautical College, hinted that the 
f ederal Government was looking 
into the possibility of acquiring 
another ship which could be used 
simultaneously as a training and 
cargo vessel Malam Wushishi also 
spoke of steps already taken to 
ease the problem of qualified staff 
for the institution

New fishing 
vessels

four fishing ve 
Mariotti Ltd of Ger 
been bought by Imano (Nigeria) 
Ltd. The first of the four. M'T 
Agbekc is due for immediate 
delivery to the company tn Lagos, 
the second. M/T Atna will sail to 
Lagos next week and two others 
M/T Ainu and M/T Uju will lx? 
delivered in June

A spokesman for Imano Ltd 
said the vessels will be on charter to 
several government organisations 
such as the Nigeria National Fish 
Company for 2'j years during 
which period they will be used as 
(taming vessels for the crews of the 
fishing company.

• The Eastern Naval Command 
based in the Cross River State is to 
be equipped with new and faster 
gunboats to enable it to carry out 
its services effectively and efficient­
ly This was announced by the 
out going Commandant of lhe unit.

order had been to enable the 
tribunal to have access to all the 
documents needed for its assign­
ment. The Tribunal’s report was 
expected to be submitted to 
President Shagari on Monday. 
June 16.

World loan for 
Green Revolution 

lhe World Bank has granted a 
N 21.66m. loan to the Federal 
Government towards agricultural 
projects under the Green Revolu­
tion Scheme The loan was the 
ninth lending from the World Bank 
to the Federal Government 
towards agricultural development 
in the country. The latest loan 

' I go towards agricultural
Ms in Ondo State, according 
■rid Bank sources. 
: Ondo State pr 
ited to cost about

from the project. Similar 
have been started in 
Gusau. Oyo and Gombe.

Rural projects
The Minister of Agriculture. 

Alhaji Ibrahim Gusau. has 
announced that the Federal 
Government will establish rural 
integrated agricultural develop­
ment projects in all the states of the 
federation by 19S3. He explained 
that the move is to ensure 
self-sufficiency in food production 
throughout thccountrv bv the sear 
1985.

.Alhaji Ibrahim said the rural 
development department of his 
ministry was being expanded to 
provide manpower for rural 
development programmes related 
to agriculture He said the 
construction of the rural manage­
ment institute at Bonn. Kwara 
State, was being accelerated to 
tram the much-needed agricultural 
manpower The minister also 
announced the opening of the Bida 
Agricultural Development Project 
at Bida, which was set up in 
co-operation with the Niger State 
Government.

Two of the last witnesses. Chief 
Festus Marinho, the managing 
director of the NNPC and Alhaji 
Tijani Dagazau. a Nigerian agent 
to most oil companies operating in 
the country, told the tribunal that 
the former head of state. General 
Olusegun Obasanjo, never influ­
enced any oil contract awards not 
dictated sale prices of Nigeria's 
crude.

In his evidence. Chief Marinho 
stated that there were absolutely 
no unusual dealings between him 
and General Obasanjo, when the 
general took over the portfolio of 
Commissioner for Petroleum from 
Brigadier Buhari Chief Marinho 
declared." All my dealings with him 
then were carried out during 
official hours and were always in 
writing. He only approved the 
recommendations on sales prices 
made by the NNPC and all these 
arc on records for generations to 
see."

Chief Mannho explained that he 
was empowered by the NNPC 
Board of Directors at its meeting 
on February 23. 1978, to submit 
memorandum in matters relating 
to expenditure of over N5m. 
through his chairman for onward 
transmission to the Federal 
Executive Council for approval. 
He stated. "There was no contract 
signed by General Obasanjo, or the 
late General Murtala Muhammed. 
Contracts entered into by the 
NNPC with the oil companies were 
signed by me as the managing 
director, in accordance with lhe 
law." He apparently contradicted 
the evidence of some witnesses and 
that oftheNNPCchairman. Mr. A 
K. Hart, who had stated that his 
board was used as a rubber stamp ' 
to ratify arrangements and •• 
contracts that had been concluded 
and that the Federal Executive 
Council interfered with the 
management of the NNPC.

Concluding the hearings, Mr. 
Justice Irikefc called on counsel to 
submit all the corroborating 
evidence in their client's favour 
within four days. He said his 
tribunal was satisfied that it had 
done its very best and would leave 
appropriate actions to be taken 
against the various categories of 
the Corporation's staff to the 
Government. He ordered all the 
corporation's staff on suspension 
since the beginning of the inquiries 
to resume work immediately, but 
he excluded lhe chairman. Mr. A 
K. Hart, and Chief Festus 
Mannho. the managing director. 
He explained that (he suspension

Hydro-electric 
project shelved

The Federal Government 
suspended plans to build t‘; 
N2.5bn. Lokoja hydro-electrt 
project because "the project»» 
likely to involve the rcsettlemerl 
of about 270.000 people inhabit^ 
over 800 towns and villages rathe 
area. It would also cost the 
government the Kotonkafe 
Bridge."

Alhaji Ibrahim Mohammed 
Hassan. Minister of Mmes and 
Power, explained that it »<# 
unwise to site all the hy dro-electric 
stations in one vicinity of the River 
Niger, w hich had been dammed at 
Kainji and Jebba, both on the same 
stretch The minister ako ex­
plained that about 17 states were 
against the building of the Lokoji 
Dam. Alternative sites such » 
Zungcru, Makurdi Falls and the 
Mambilla Plateau are being 
considered. Alhaji Ibrahim slated

The’ last Federal Military 
Government announced (he pro 
ject on September 28 last year, 
three days before they left offke 
The announcement was erected 
with protests, especially b) 
politicians from Benue and Kwara 
states, who argued that a dam of 
that magnitude would involve 
massive movement of people from 
their places of origin

The Midland Bank of London 
has denied that the alleged N2-8bn. 
oil money of the NNPC was ever 
paid into any of their branches in 
Britain. According to the London 
I'liuuuiiil Timex. the foreign 
manager for Midland Internation­
al. Mr Robert Hubbard, told the 
Crude Oil Sales Tribunal (presum­
ably during their visit to Britain) 
that both the NNPC and the 
Central Bank had accounts 
the Midland but that such a 
sum of money had never 
transferred from one branch to the 
other.

More branches 
to be opened

lhe governor of lhe Central 
Bank. Mr. Ola Vincent, has said 
that he would intensify his 
on-going programme of having to 
compel commercial banks to open 
branches in different parts of the 
country. Mr. Vincent said Nigeria, 
with its population estimate of 
100m.. was under-banked with 
only 700 branches of all categories 
ot banks. He therefore appealed to 
all the banks to use their own 
initiative to establish branches 

.throughout the country before they 
may be forced to do so

Rail strike off
The Nigerian Union of R*.’. 

way men has decided to call offrs 
industrial action. This follow ed a 
agreement reached at a meetej 
held in Lagos between lhe unm 
leaders and the Minister c( 
Transport, Alhaji Umaru DlU 
At the meeting it was resolvedb 
refer some outstanding issues b 
the public review unit for fitd 
determination within the next ho 
weeks.
• Die Federal Government ta 
earmarked the sum of NJOO.OW 
for the establishment of tie 
proposed National Institute for 
Labour Studies. Announcing th, 
the Minister of Labour. Produax- 
ily and Employment. Mr Satrxl 
Adebisi Ogcdengbe. said tie 
institute should facilitate under 
standing of industrial relates 
w hich has been lacking in tie 
country . The proposak for there* 
institute have been forwarded to 
(he labour committee of lhe Ho.se 
of Representatives.
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Mkpasi.

. . . . but the Africa Centre 
booking is not suitable

(Nearest tube stations: 
Marble Arch and Baker Street) 
from 11 am prompt to 4 pm

ONLY UPN MEMBERS 
ARE INVITED TO 
THIS QUESTIONS AND 
ANSWERS RECEPTION

ABIONA OWOLABl
U.K. Executive 
Publicity Secretary

to SUNDAY, 
JUNE 15, 1980

of 
luchi

NEW VENUE:
CHURCHILL HOTEL 
30 PORTMAN SQUARE 
off OXFORD STREET 
LONDON W1

A. A. NWACHUKWU
Secretary-General, UPN 

of UK
Tel: 01-228 9501

YEMI ADELABU
London Executive 
Asst. Publicity Secretary 
Tel: 01-263 1040

Olympic Com 
of the Suprer 
in Africa. hs_ 
would be sending 
the Moscow Olyr 
petitors 
athletics, 
and boxir

project The 
the authority 

the whole of 
e eastern half of

rural
programme

■ ’nistry has set 
and monetary 

stnaltsls on the 
successful

indicated that 
: in the 
Gulf of 
African 

rotcct the marine 
J natural resources 

condemned 
iping of refuse 
■ of toxic and 
I wastes.

Protecting the 
environment

Dr. Wahab Dosunmu, Minister 
of Housing and Environment, has 
said that an environmental 
protection law would be made as 
soon as the draft is completed 
Meanwhile, environmental impact up J
assessment would be made unit
mandatory before approval of best

or projects in the Fourth indust
mnal Dcs<

Mayo- 
areas which he 

potentials 
of large-scale irr 

le also annour

earmarked for the 
operational area of 
covers almost th 
Gongola State, the _ 
Bauchi State, the southern part of 
Borno State and small portions of 
Plateau and Benue states

The authority chairman 
announced that seven pilot farm 
projects have been opened at 
Callum. Gassol. Donga. Dadin 
Kowa. Bagel. Mayo-Inc and 
Genyo. areas which he described 
as having potentials for the 
development of large-scale irriga­
tion schemes. He also announced 
that 21 sites have been chosen for 
the construction of dams on the 
Mambilla Plateau.

it amonj 
—bool children. Attn, 
vr>.ui Ike of King'- r'- 
won first prize 
of the Fee 
College. Warn. » 
Halilu Yusuf of 
ment College, 
junior level wir 
O Ike. Enug" 
Lagos. 
Okigwc. 
O An I 
ordered
ment to answer on June 30 the s*"' 
filed by some proprietors a 
trustees against the abolition ol 
private schools m the state Mr 
Justice I. O. Agoro stated that the 
legal technicalities barring the 
recognition of various interest 
groups in the case have been 
cleared.

be 
approval of 

major projects in the Fourth 
National Development Plan, while 
the enforcement programme of the 

i environmental protection legisla- 
1 non would come into effect during 

the plan period 
The minister

Nigeria might participate 
regional sea studies of the 
Guinea with other West . 
nations to proti 
environment and 
in the area He 
indiscriminate dumf 
and open burning 
non-toxic industrial...... .....

He announced the winners of 
this year's essay competition on 
environment among seconc* ~ 

, school children. At the senior lev*.,. 
, Osita Ike of King s College. Lagos.

re. Charles A Ajuyah 
edcral Government 

came second and 
f Federal Govern- 

, Sokoto, third The 
inners were. Samuel 

nugu.NkemC. Ammalu. 
and Ernest

igwe. in Imo State 
Ikeja High Court has 

I the luigos State Govern- iui w......
i suit Rivers Sta------
and promised that his i

" of sponsor a reseai
in the proposed ir

Cross River 
l-oreisn 'ndus'

mulish who "»
<he Crou Ri»'r Slalc havc """ 
awured ol »»»■" co.open.uon 
from Ihe sin" govemmenl. This 
was a promise l» lh' s,a" 

Dr. Clement Isong.
exchanging views with a 

l-oar-man Bulearian 
delegation which has been visiting

01 Dr hong, however, stated that 
hls govern ent would only

Olympic team
Mr. Abraham Ordia. was a promor 

Secretary-General of Nigeria’s Governor.
Olympic Committee and President while^

:me Council of Sports 
lias said that Nigeria 

j a team of 61 to 
ympics; 37 com-

would take part in 
■ weightlifting, wrestling 
ing.

FROM THE STATES 
Bauchi

The 19m -litre Gubi temporar 
dam constructed at the cost c 
N 3 Km . on the outskirts of Bauch. 
State capital, has been commis­
sioned The State Governor. 
Alhaji Talari Ah. described the 
project as the biggest ever earned 
out through direct labour by the 
state government. The dam is 
expected to ensure regularity of 
water supply in the state

Bendel
The Bendel State Government 

has floated a Nlm. loan to aid 
small-scale industrialists who may 
wish to establish industries in the 
rural areas The State Commis­
sioner for Industry. Trade and 
Co-operatives. Dr. Robson 
Momoh, explained that the loan 
scheme was part of the state 
government’s niral integrated 
development programme He 
explained that his mini 

a consultancy a 
t to advise indust 

way to run 
stnal ventures

Benue
The .Ven- An.-enmi has reported 

a tremendous response to the 
appeal fund to build an Institute of 
Political Studies in memory of the 
late Senator Joseph Sarwuan 
Tarka at his home town of Gboko. 
near Makurdi. in Benue State 
Over half a million naira was 
realised at the launching of the 
fund, chaired by a Kano-based 
businessman. Alhaji Aminu Dan- 
tala, who donated N 100,000

Other major donors were Dr 
Olosola Saraki. N 50.000. Chief M 
K O Abiola. N20.000. Mr Tilley 
Gvr«lo- N25.OOO. Mr C C Onoh. 

,7 N10 000 The Benue State 
,CVe1, Government gave N 100.000.

River. Stale. N50.000. Plateau 
State. N 20.000. Bauchi State. 
N 10.000: Niger Slate. N 3,000. 
Borno State. N 2,000.

The Governor of Benue State. 
Mr Aper Aku. said the institute 
would be built by the graveside of 
the late senator and would devote 
,ls attention to rediscovering the 
true history of Nigeria la a 
been distorted by colonialists. In

. .l... i.;< government 
sarch depart- 
institute

prom is 
w ould
ment ir
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• The wife of the Plateau Suit 
Governor. Mrs. Mary Lar. ha 
called for a law which would malt 
it compulsory for girls in the 
northern states not to leave school 
before the age of 17. She explained 
that such a measure would help a 
uplifting the standard of woman 
education and prevent early 
marriages. She advised parents to 
change their misconception that 
western education was bad ad 
leads to corruption. She con­
demned the attitude of man. 
parents who prefer to send their 
sons to school rather than their 
daughters, basically on the 
argument that the daughter uill be 
married away to someone after 
draining the resources of their 
parents during training. Mrs. Lar 
was speaking as a special guest at 
the government secondary school 
Soba. Zana, where she was the fmt 
principal.

• An 11-man board of governors 
has been appointed for the Kano 
State Transport Corporation, with 
Alhaji Audi Howeidy. a retired 
head of the state civil sen ice and a 
one-time secretary to the State 
Military Government, as chair-

O The Ondo State House of 
Assembly has passed a motion to 
ask the Federal Government to 
build more prisons in the state 
According to the resolution, a 
maximum security prison and an 

inary one should be built at 
Akure. while the existing 
Owo. Ondo. Ikare. Ikere. 
and Okmpupa. should be m 
nised 
admini* 
state".

In another development, the 
Secretary of the Government. Mr 
M A. Popoola. announced that the 
state government has banned 
fund-raising activities in all the 
schools in the state He explair 
that the government was c< 
cerned about abuses in I 
disbursement of such funds

Kano
The Governor of Kano State. 

Alhaji Abubakar Rimi has con­
demned the management of the 
Nigerian economy by successive 
military regimes that had ruled the 
country for 13 years. He said the 
military indulged in prestige pro­
jects like the FESTAC. while 
ignoring the general standards of 
living and the lev cl of production in 
the country .

Alhaji Rimi said the military w 
carried away by the brief spell 
the oil boom until they were cat. 
---U.. |nflj||On Thc

stily introduced measures such 
as the Foreign Exchange and thc 
Anti-sabotage decrees, which he 
said was •'medicine after death" 
He stated. "It was out of sheer 
nusmanagem 
that thc Oba» 
ted thc count , 
loans" He told members of the 

snan Economic Society (al 
uivir annual conference in Kano) 
(hat it was their duty to examine 
thc economic policy of the country 
and make recommendations to thc 
Federal Government. Thc socie­
ty's conference this year was spon­
sored by the Bank of thc North.

Kaduna
A new external telecommunica­

tions system is to be built in 
Kaduna to enable thc northern 
states of the country to dial 
overseas calls without going 
through Lagos.
• Payment vouchers totalling over 
N2m in respect ot capital projects 
executed by the Kaduna Local 
Government Council have been 
reported missing from the Coun­
cil s Cash Books An audit task 
force attached to the judicial 
commission probing the affairs of 
the council said the missing 
vouchers totalled 550 and were 
supposed to have been issued 
between the 1977/78 to 1979'80 
financial years.
• The Business Cor 
Kaduna State Hous< 
has recommended . ___ __
salary for thc Head of Service of 
rhe state. Since coming into power, 
(he Kaduna State Governor has 
not been able to appoint a head of 
sen ice. The Secretary to thc 
Government. Alhaji Abidu Yazid. 
has been holding the two posts.

© Members of two committees — 
the Committee on Discipline in

JI of 
aught maxi 
litary

Tlie Sokoto State House ol 
Assembly has set up a specul 
committee to look into the 
possibility of prohibiting the sale 
of alcohol within Sokoto city 
Presenting thc motion. Alluji 
Muhamm.idu Augic said Sokoto 
aty is the scat of Islam and itwai 
well known for its holiness all over 
thc country He stated, we should 
stop thc sale and consumption ol 
alcohol in thc city in order to keep 
it Islamically pure. Alhaji 
Muhammadu said since 99percent 
of (he population in the city were 
Muslims, it was shameful to note 
that over 200 off licence shopsand 
bars were being operated in the 
aty He therefore called on the 
House to support thc motion so 
that thc sellers would he moved to 
about four kilometres out of the 
state capital. Alhaji Muhamnudu 
suggested that the hotels and off 
licences when vacated should be 
converted into mosques and 
residential houses.

Another member. Alhaji Atiku 
Zurmi from Mayasa constituency 
drew thc attention of the House to 
thc deteriorating situation brough 
about by thc sale of alcohol in the 
'holy aty' He said he had 
investigated from clergymen who 
confirmed that a good Chnstian 
absented from dimkmg Alhap 
Ibrahim Turakin Gwandu in his 
contribution told thc House to 
view the issue from two angles — 
socially and religiously before 
passing it into law. He said that 
although thc majority of thc people 
in the area are Muslim and they 
should know that thc sale and 
consumption ot alcohol cannot be 
banned for non-Mushms. But

Gongola
The people of Ganyc Local 

Government Area in Gongola 
State are asking (he government to 
carve out three more local 
governments from thc present 
council. The proposed new 
councils would have headquarters 
al Ganye, Gangchanji and Lengdo 
respectively.

• Gongola State Ministry of 
Agriculture and Co-operatives has 
cleared a total of 8.000 hectares of 
land under the land clearing 
scheme for this year.

The State Principal Agricultural 
Officer. Mr. S. S. Rasheed, said 
that about 104 hectares of land at 
the Dwam Irrigation Scheme had 
been planted with rice. An 
additional 96 hectares would soon 
be cultivated, he added.

He said that thc aim of the 
scheme was t< 
with crops and then sell it 
farmers at a token price of N 23.40 
per acre, in order to boost 
agriculture in the state His 
ministry has already realised more 
than N 179.280 as revenue from 
the scheme Mr. Rasheed said thc 
government had created five 
zones Yola. Mubi. Gany- — 
and Wukari. for thc sch

• A total sum of Ni 5m has been 
earmarked as loans for mixed 
farming in Kano State during the 
current financial year This* was 
announced in Kano by the state's 
Commissioner for Rural and 
Community Development. Alhaji 
Mahmud Othman. while inau­
gurating thc state's Agricultural 
Loans Committee. Thc new 
committee comprises of all 
chairmen of local government 
councils in Kano State.

He also announced that 2.000 
emcot ploughs. 500 ox-carts and 
4.000 work bulls had been 
purchased for this year's farming 
season and that these would be 
distributed to mixed farmers in the 
rural areas of the state He pointed 
out that about 100 mixed farmers 
in each of the local government 
areas of Kano State would benefit 
from the exercise. In addition, each 
LGC in the state would be given a 
total of N50.000 for the purchase 
of 200 works bulls for distribution 
to interested farmers in their areas.

" 'X-------------
I I other infrastructure they might

: i Ji need In his reply, (he leader of the 
Bulgarian delegation, Mr. Volcn- 
tin Penkovski. said that his

I ' J government intended to set up a 
’ ' | pharmaceutical manufacturing fac- 
]ij , lory in thc Cross River State He 

added that two Nigerian partners 
have already indicated their 
interest in the project. A feasibility 

M survey to determine the viability of
‘ I thc project and its market has r

s:

Company Limited. / 
Maiwada was until his appoint­
ment thc general manager i< 
Kongo Conference Hotel, Zana

He also announced the 
appointment of Malam Sult 
Alumbugu as member of board of 
directors of thc Plateau Relevant 
Technology Board- Both appoint­
ments arc with immediate effect

Post Pomary Institutions and the 
Committee on Creation of New- 
Local Governments have been 
appointed by thc Governor of 
Kaduna State, Alhaji Abdulkadir 
Balarabc Musa. Addressing the 
members of thc two committees, 
thc Governor said thc agitations 
for the creation of new local 
governments stemmed from the 
apparent neglect and discnmma- 
tion against some areas within thc 
jurisdictions of the existing local 
government councils in thc 
provision of faalities and basic 
infrastructure

Governor Balarabe Musa also 
said that the situation in schools 
called for a review of attitudes and 

as far as discipline is

O Governor Solomon D Lar, of 
Plateau State, has approved the 
appointment ot Alhaji Maiwada B 
Keffi as thc new general manager 
of Plateau Hotels and Tourism

Plateau
Professional ability rather than 

seniority has been made thc 
criterion for promotion in the 
Plateau State. This w as declared by 
the State Governor. Mr. Solomon 
Lar. at the swearing-in ceremony 
of members of thc state Civil 
Service Commission. He explained 
that thc aim was to build a 
result-oriented civil service.

Thc governor advised th" 
commission to ensure fairness and 
equal treatment in all matters 
involving thc civil servants. He 
warned them against arbitrariness, 
nepotism and other malpractices 
that had always bogged the civil 
service Members of thc commis­
sion arc: Mr. Y. M. Lang, 
chairman; Alhaji Ahmadu Tanko. 
Mr Bitrus Pam. Mr James Akabe 
and Mrs. Julia Uscni. who is a 
part-time member.

Thc Ondo Slate Assembly has 
passed a bill legalising pools 
betting and allied businesses in thc 
state. Although thc bill w ould have 
to be assented to by thc state 
governor before it becomes law. 
reports said that many promoters 
have already begun to renovate 
pools betting offices closed dow n in 
thc last financial year when thc 
business was banned by thc 
Federal Military Government

The bill provides for a board to 
grant, renew or revoke pools 
betting licences. It also provides for 
a minimum tax ofN2,000 for fixed 
odds bets and N 1.000 on treble 
chance bets. A 10 percent tax will 
be charged on winnings and 
dividends of fixed odds stakmgs, 
the bill stated.
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Akekoyc deposils, estimated at 
500m. tons, into 1.2m. tons of 
alumina and 150,000 tons of 
aluminium.

Power to run the plant will be 
generated by a hydro-electric dam 
on the Konkoure River. The 
French state electricity company is 
planning the installation, which is 
to have a capacity of 300 
megawatts.

A joint concern formed in 1976 
by Guinea, Egypt. Saudi Arabia. 
Libya, Kuwait, Iraq and the United 
Arab Emirates will mine the 
bauxite

Guinea has about 9,000m tons 
of bauxite deposits, between 
one-third and one-half of the 
world’s reserves. Last year, it was 
reported that about one-third of 
the output ofthe big Kindiadcposil 
in Western Guinea was being 
exported to the Soviet Union at 
well below world prices

"For our part.’ he went on, "we 
consider that Arabs must avoid 
secondary conflicts in order to 
devote ourselves to the essential 
battle (against Israel), which is why 
we welcome any mediation, from 
whatever qua

The Saudi 
and Saudi Forcif 
Saud Bin Faisai 
Rabat and Algie

The Kuwaiti
Amu. has said mat me oanurau 
conflict would soon be solved by a 
proposal from Prince Fahd to give 
autonomy to the territory while 
keeping it under Moroccan 
sovereignty

Guinea has signed agrcemcnLs 
with several Western and non- 
aligned partners to build an 
aluminium production plant at 
Ayckoyc in the nonh cast. Radio 
Conakry announced in a broadcast 
monitored in Dakar.

The radio said the partners were 
the GosernmenLs of Algeria, 
Nigeria and Rumania, two US 
companies and companies from 
Switzerland and Yugoslavia. The 
broadcast did not say how much 
the plant would cost nor when it 
would go into service.

According to earlier reports, the 
plant is to process bauxite from the

Four people were killed and 
more than 20 wounded in a fight 
between villagers supporting dif­
ferent political parties in the village 
of Medina Gounasse in Casa- 
mance. Southern Senegal, AFP 
reports

Its sources said that the two 
parties were supported by i' ~ 
ethnic groups, and the polu 
be called to end the battle. Local

Alhaji Mamuda Yabo from 
Shagari constituency said the 
Houm: should not make laws in 
part*. He said it should affect the 

I whole Mate since 95 per cent of the 
population were Muslims. Alhaji 
Mamuda said the House should 
also include, dangerous drugs. 
Indian hemp, smoking and all sort 
of alcoholic drinks since they were 
all against the Islamic doctrine

CMZ
Compagme Maritime Zairoise.
Kinshasa Rep du Zaire

VIDEO RECOWER/OTLOUR TVs 
For local supply and export

Mozambique and Zaire will 
soon sign a co-operation agree­
ment expected to lead to the 
reopening of Mozambique's ports 
to Zaire’s mineral exports, the 
Mozambique News Agency has 
reported The statement follow ed a 
three-day visit by President 
Mobutu to Mozambique President 
Machcl is reported to have told 
port workers at Maputo that Zaire 
trade will soon be flowing through 
the railhead harbours of Beira and 
Maputo

Traffic between the two 
countries was suspended in 1975 
when Mozambique scaled its 
frontiers with Rhodesia, in support 
of the nationalist movement. The 
line from Zaire’s Shaba Province 
passes through Zambia and 
Zimbabwe In addition, Zaire was 
forced to use the long and 
expensive route to its Atlantic port 
at Matadi when the Bcnguela 
Railway was disrupted by guerilla 
activity. That link has yet to be 
opened to international traffic

elections in March last year were 
won by the Senegalese Democratic 
Party. PDS. the national opposi 
tion party, which was running the 
local co-operative The sources 
said that the Rural Council running 
the co-operative had now been 
dissolved

WESTERN SAHARA
Moroccan rights 
reaffirmed

Moroccan Prime Minister. 
Mohti Bou Obeid, has said that the 
resumption of mediation by Saudi 
Arabia in the Western Sahara 
conflict docs not mean that 
Morocco is relinquishing its rights 
over the Sahara".

Mr. Mohti Bou Obeid added in 
an interview that "the position of 
Morocco with regard to the 
Saharan conflict is unalterable and 
not open to any discussion" He 
said that "in the past, mediation by 
Saudi Arabia has been hampered 
and frustrated by the lack of desire 
show n by Algeria to w ant to settle 
the difference between us ”,

The Moroccan Prime Minister 
said that Saudi Arabia had recently 
resumed its efforts and was trying 

up events "having found 
of greater understanding 
part of the Algerian
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of states, once 
private domame of 

il powers, are now

mdcnce — but tw o delicate 
:ms still have to be ironed 
These problems, Brazil's 

the government of 
a and the fate of 

-----icks, concern a number 
of African diplomats But it is 
thought that relations between 
Brazil and South Africa, already 
considerably diminished, could 
decline still further as South 
America’s largest country forges 
closer tics with Black Africa. 
Others also believe that closer ties 
between Brazil and Black Africa 
can only help improve the lot of 
Brazilian blacks. The blacks, 
shipped as slaves from Africa by 
the Portuguese, are still victimised 
at times today despite a law against 
racial discrimination

I he E\pni> Spa ml reported 
that the restrictions imposed oa 
vv ithdraw al of savings and capital 
transfers abroad after April 12 had 
been lifted by the Head of Stale 
from May 16, axordmg to Mr 
Charles Greene, Governor of th 
National Bank of Liberia. Banka 
at the meeting said as long as th 
government provided protects 
and kept the restrictions lifted,the 
economy would grow steadily 
More investors would come to the 
country and people would tuc 
restored confidence in the banker 
system However, they complained 
that certain unidentified soldien 
were in the habit of approach^ 
bankers for loans, an arbitrary 
practice they felt could affect th 
peaceful atmosphere 
enced in the bankinf

G.
the gover

banking
?cd bankc

point of this diplomatic 
which is aimed in 

^articular at English-speaking East 
ca. could be a tour of a number 
African countries next year by 

President Joao Figeuiredo. There 
has, however, been no official 
announcement on this.

Brazilian overtures to Africa 
date back to the end of 1972 and 
followed a period in which Brazil 
had turned a blind eye to the 
colonial policy of Portuguese 
Prime Minister Antionio de 
Oliveira Salazar's government.

After the revolution m Portugal 
in April 1974. the pace stepped up

African. .American and Euro­
pean historians and sociologists 
attended the first International 
Colloquium, in Dakar, on the oral 
traditions of Kaabu. The Collo­
quium. whose patrons are the 
Heads of State of The Gambia. 
Mali. Guinea Bissau and Guinea, 
was opened by President Leopold 
Sedar Senghor of Senegal.

The Gambian delegation sub­
mitted papers, including maps of 
the ancient Kingdom of Kaabu and 
its states, a historical outline of 
Pachesi. the gnots and Nyanchos 
(warriors) of Kaabu. the battle and 
the fall of Kansala. and the life of 
Janke Wally until his accession.

Another Kaabu personality. 
discussed was Kclepha Sannen. 
There were also papers dealing 
w ith Islam and the local religions of 
the kingdom from the 13th to the 
19th centuries.
O The Acting Nigerian High 
Commissioner to The Gambia. Mr. 
D Obiaja, has presented a trophy 
to the 864-pupil Muslim High 
School, which was founded six 
years ago. to be awarded to the 
student with the best performance 
in the School Certificate Class.

Libyans walk out 
at human rights

The Libyan delegate w alkcd out 
of the ministerial meeting ot the 
Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU) on a human rights Charter 
for Africa in protest against the 
presence of an Egy ptian delega­
tion. The Libyan delegate later 
returned to the meeting w hich w ill 
adopt a human rights charter to 
present to the OAU summit.

Nine of the OAU's 50 member 
countries were absent from the 
conference: they are Liberia. 
Malawi.Congo. Uganda. Equator­
ial Guinea. Swaziland, Seychelles. 
Benin and Sao Tome and Principe

markedly and barely I 
later Brazil cut the feet 
the Portuguese Govt 
General Antonio de Spinola by 
recognising the unilaterally- 
declared government of Guinea- 
Bissau.

Rapid recognition of the MPLA 
government in Angola in 
November 1975, several months 
before the end of the Angolan civil 
war, continued the trend.

The present Brazilian 
which came to power 
military coup in 1964. has based its 
policy towards Africa on solid 
pragmatism. Neither the extreme 
left wing political views of the 
present Angolan regime nor the 
Cuban presence in that country 
have undermined good relations. 
The pragmatic attitude to Africa is 
central to the foreign policy of 
Brazil, a developing country that 
also produces computers, tanks, 
fighter planes, civilian aircraft and 
nuclear power stations.

The Volkswagen "Beetle" car. 
which is no longer constructed in 
Europe, is still produced in Brazil 
from where it is exported, in 
particular to Nigeria. Othersalesto 
Africa include fighter bombers to 
Togo, tanks to Libya, supermar­
kets built in Angola, roads in 
Mauritania and cars and lorries to a 
range of countries.

A number 
considered the i 
former colonial 
turning towards Brazil for such 
products as tractors, which arc 
both cheaper and easier to 
maintain than those built in 
Europe.

For its own part, 
not to simply look 
market, has indi 
to increase oil imports, in 
particular from Nigeria and 
Algeria. In recent months. African 
heads of state and businessmen 
have made numerous visits to the 
Brazilian capita). Each of these 
visits could lead to major 
co-operation projects, a number of 
which could involve Brazilian aid 
in building dams.

Brazil might be on the road to 
establishing good relations with all 
African countries — even Mozam­
bique. which remained cool 
towards Brazil at the time of its 
indepcr * 
probleti 
out These pre 
attitude to the 
South Africa 
Brazilian black

Protest about 
assets priorities

Mr. Baccus Matthews, the 
Foreign Minister, criticised the 
military rulers when he appeared 
before the People’s RcJemptwa 
Council to answer questions abou 
hisassets He said" "I am appears 
in protest before you because yea 
should have declared your asseS 
before requiring the mmisten 
appointed to declare their'. 
However, in due respect for you I 
am happy to appear in the cause of 
the people."

He said he had no bank account 
no real estate and no income 
except that from his government 
post At the time of the Apnl 11 
coup he w as in jail awaiting tnalon 
a charge of high treason.

Investment and 
the revolution

The People's Redemption 
Council issued the following 
statement on 30 May entitled 
" Foreign Investment in the Present 
Revolution" “Foreign investment 
occupies a pivotal place in the 
national economy. In all the major 
economic sectors (rubber, ironore. 
forestry) foreign capital is domin­
ant. At the end of 1979. direct 
foreign investment in our country 
amounted to S746m. Inadditionto 
the large number of people 
employed in foreign-ownedenter­
prises (52.500). foreign invest­
ments account for 42 9 per cent of 
the gross domestic product. Ths 
means that Liberia is highly 
dependent on foreign capital for 
our nation's annual production, 
growth, and hence the welfare of 
our people.

"Such is the reality of our 
situation. Ideological considera­
tions aside, therefore, it would be 
Utopian and even suicidal if the 
Government of the People's 
Redemption Council (PRC) did 
not opt to .support and encourage 
foreign investment in its prog­
ramme for national development.

"It is true that the financing 
requirements for supporting our 
development objectives demand 
(hat we mobilise our own human 
and material resources, put an end

Robert G. Zuo. 
of the government 

on banking and 
urged bankers in 

: the interest of the 
poor people as their priority and to 
help them improve themselves 
through loans for business. Capt. 
Zuo was addressing a meeting with 
heads of financial institutions at the 
Capitol building to discuss 
problems confronting the "New 
Liberia" He assured bankers of 
government co-operation in the 
discharge of their duties once it was 
in the interest of the poor people 
who had suffered so long from 
exploitation al the hands of the 
privileged few. He put the 
question: "What justice is estab­
lished when a rich man negotia 
loan only to add to his riches

AZAP reports that Mozam­
bique has already taken steps to 
improve its ports and transport 
facilities. It signed a contract for 
the purchase of 20 locomotives 
which is being financed by the US. 
Last year Mozambique bought 25 
other locomotives.

ANGOLA
Change in US 
attitude

There is grow ing pressure on the 
US Government to recognise the 
MPLA government of Angloa. 
The release of an American held in

Sola since 1975 has been seen in 
shington as a breakthrough in 
■Angolan relations. Senator 

Paul Tsongas who has been active 
in US-African policies said after 
the announcement of the release: 
"This in not a routine decision by 
the Angolans. It is a significant 
diplomatic overture preceded by 
years of delicate manoeuvres." He 
added: "We have before us a 
wavering Soviet client, a young 
state not yet entrenched in a 
dogmatic Marxist mould Do we 
offer an alternative to the leaders 
of Angola or do we abdicate our 
responsibility and leave the field to 
the Soviets? The time for 
recognition of Angola is now."

A little earlier the former 
Secretary of State, 
Vance, urged the US 
to recognise Angola.

The Slate Department has 
issued a statement say ing that the 
presence of Cuban troops in 
Angola was hindering any 
improvement tn relations between 
the two countries.

African tour 
by Brazilian

In the early seventies. Brazil, the 
largest country in South zkmerica 
and the nation with the world's 
second largest black population 
after Nigeria, moved to bridge the 
gap separating it from Africa.

The Brazilian Foreign Minister, 
Sr. Ramiro Saraiva Guerrciro, 
continuing this trend, is on a 
five-nation African tour 
spearheading a major Brazilian 
diplomatic drive. Sr. Gucrreiro, 
whose visits to Tanzania, Zambia. 
Mozambique. Zimbabwe and 
Angola, will take him to countries 
never before visited by a Brazilian 
foreign minister, has described 
1980 as "an African year" for 
Brazil.

The key 
offensive, 
partic 
A fries 
of Af
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Bangurah 
verdict

After sitting for several 
and hearing more *u" 
witnesses, the inquest ii 
death of the late Sam Ba 
former Governor of the I 
Sierra Leone, has come to an 
and given a verdict. The seven

:es and
vem 

. that 
friendly 

clmation 
ransfers

The

jurors gave a unanimous verdict of 
death by foul means (murder) but 
could not agree as to who 
committed the murder. Three of 
the jurors said that it Was 
committed by person or perso^ 
unknown and the other four named 
four suspects, all of whom gavc 
evidence at the inquest. The four 
arc: Abdul Bai Contch, Sirnity 
Jalloh, Mohamed Jagne and thc 
niece of thc late Governor. Titty 
Koroma. Warrants have been 
issued for the arrests of the four 
suspects who will face a murder 
charge.

Medical check 
for S. I. Koroma

First Vice-President S. j 
Koroma has been flown to Europe 
for a medical check, and the 
Minister of Finance. Mr. Francis 
Minah. has been sworn-in to act

t. with Mr. 
ylor acting as First 

lent.

Koroma may not b««ellenough(Q S/1 NN
be back m ume for rhe OAV Xs>?.'<vS>
M.nb.crratMeetmg.burt^bo^Law officers held 

nt to , .,
rands over bn De

Two law enforcement officers 
were arrested after one of them 
allegedly gavc thc other $5,500 to 
obtain thc release of three political 
prisoners, including Winston Hen­
nes, son of thc former Speaker of 
thc House, thc late ”' 
Hennes Announcing tl 

•nee recer 
f the ruling

Protection for 
foreigners

People from ncighbo 
can countries have beer 
the government's full prot 
Liberia despite the hostile 
shown by some 1  
countries towards thc People's 
Redemption Council. In an 
interview with thc US-based 
International Ohtenci, the Minis­
ter of Planning and Economic

crisis, Afro/ Arab
ind the report on the 
„f a centre for food 

■—*"iology and the 
:port on 
11 disasters

Economic PlannTZs “S' 

years and the police headquarters

and 
PRC Gove 

therefore able, 
means, to assure 

slots the favourable invest- 
it climate which thc Tolbert 
im.e attempted to assure by 
u. political repression.
In this connection, thc PRC 

Government will maintain the 
dialogue it has begun with labour 
and with employers to eno,r'’ 
greater productivity and indt 
peace and harmony.

"Given these assun 
PRC

Minister, Dr 
has said that 

iced an invitation 
OAU Summit jn

. .yen. oenvrar n,e...«.'of life'Organlnmn of AI

'-a. Command- African Unity, it has a right to tn?11 rs
v. firmed Forces, attend any of thc meetings of the t,
Samuel Pearson organisation Dr. Contch was by of hrQx n., ,

..... Minister Chea speaking nt a news conference. or
condemned thc incident Asked why Nigeria had refused 

evolutionary and against admittance to the Liberian
of thc Liberian people delegation to thc OAU Economic 
ic money was given by Summit in Lagos. the Minister said
i Officer Beatrice Bao that countries have a right to

- eman determine the individuals who 
[ the they let across their borders, and in

prisoners — Winston Africa, immigration laws differ 
Henries. Lester Parker and Lou.s from country toaNintry.

sister-in-law of Winston Henrif 
whose father was among 
Tolbert officials executed in Apr

O A delegation led by Mr. Gabncl 
Baccus Matthews Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, has visited Togo 
for talks with President Gnas- 
smgbc Eyadcma. host of thc recent (hc c 
summit of ECOWAS heads of firc.( 
state which refused thc participa­
tion of Master Sergeant Doe

Affairs, Dr Togba-Nah Tipotch. 
declared there is not a gram of 
truth in rumours of possible 
expulsion of citizens from sister 
African countries. He said citizens 
now have fuller opportunities to 
participate in thc Liberian 
economy and must view them­
selves not as foreigners but as 
fellow brothers and sisters.

Dr. Tipotch said missionaries in 
Liberia, including members of the 
United Methodist Church, had thc 
right to move about their daily 
activities freely. If anything was 

iccted or if anyone among them 
anything wrong it would be 

treated on an individual basis He 
asserted that concern about 
missionaries came about as a result 

: aim of thc political ambition of former 
.and Vice-President Bennie Warner of 

the United Methodist Church who 
indicated opposition to thc PRC 
Government. Dr Tipotch said no 
missionary in Liberia should have 
fear of government retaliation 
because of Bennie Warner's 
actions

to social inequalities, and practice 
austerity- However, the capital 
derived from this policy will still 

. not suffice to finance our 
I development. Accordingly, thc 
I PRC Government wishes to renew 

its repeated invitations to local and 
foreign private investments, par­
ticularly those that go to expand 
the productive capacity of thc 
economy and utilise domestic 
resources, including labour and 

I other resources. For it is only 
I through economic progress that 
I the government will be enabled to 

satisfy the basic needs of thc people suspe 
who arc at one and the same time did i 
the instrument and subject-matter 
of the Revolution.

•'Meanwhile, the old investment 
' coders being reviewed with the; 
' of streamlining thc procedures; 
1 establishing a more attractive 

investment climate. Thc objective 
of thc new process is to provide 
greater case of granting incentives, 
remove inequalities between 
economic sectors, and improve thc 
geographical spread of economic 
activities.

"The government realises that in 
I order for foreign investment 
J come to our country it dema.— 
I what is called 'a favourable 
I investment climate' And object- 
I ively, the investment climate has 

indeed improved in Liberia since 
the April 12 Revolution. Because 
this revolution, enthusiastically son of  
embraced by thc vast majority of thc ’ House, thc late ‘ Richard
Liberians, has defused the social Hennes Announcing this at a
time-bomb and is attempting to press conference recently, the
remove thc conflicts which, under co-chairman of thc ruling People's to at
the Tolbert regime, stemmed from Redemption Council, Major Gen- Freet
rampant corruption and gross cra| Tliomas Wch Sycn, General mcmt
inequalities. Thc PRC Govern- Thomas Quinwonkpa, Command- African 
men! B Therefore able, by In. General of rhe Armed Forces. abend any of lire meetings 01 rhe 'w' rQ
democrale means, lo assure lhe D’fcnce MiniMer Samuel Pearson orgamsauon Dr. Cornell was by re,hr g," o„ <>.„

■ investors lhe favourable invest- Jnd Jus„ec Minister Chea speaking al a news conference. ot lNu '"ire?1
' menl climate which thc Tolbert Chcapoo condemned the incident Asked why Nigena had refused Kre. '"!,?'"re 1 3""

regime attempted to assure by M antl.revolutionary and against admittance to the Liberian ""re '"re1,'"! re',?''-" ";‘re. a,,e
sheer political repression. the interest of the Ubenan people delegation to the OAU Economic {Jj L>re. "r,!««, “no

in this connection, the PRC They said the money was given by Summit in Lagos, the Mimstersaid 'SCfj  ''fc, d

........... ............ . -
=

- rster Parker and Louis from country to country. 2^ *»r t 'Q'Otfi'O|, ”>iw

f Winston Hennes. Meeting will include President "»'>e «. '">er 's
was among 13 Stevens'idea for the formation of a Ql, : Sta°

- • responsive mechanism in the < Ct| »n w»s,«-Tr?
structure ofthc OAU which would I Of K, • P I =» 
help to detect and defuse Af I Id j Ur,S 
impending crisis before they got of jjtcr the Su n 9 

°Ullwouldmeanccrtainchangesin q' Man^-* Y'i»“sI'“,?’Met,<,n
lOAUCharter.butuwouldbea ft^men,thand

waiting until the fire had slatted hou” re.""d'd bhS™'; They 
before trying to put it out.

It would be a body of 
presented by ambassad 
:mber states accredit 

Ethiopia. 
Council, 

weeks forcc.
than 50 The oil c 
into thc co-operation and 

Jangurah, establishment of;
Bank of science and tcchnoLp, 

Secretary-General’s ref 
drought and other natural

Ministerial Meeting, but i------ .
he will be back to help President 
Stevens receive the Heads of State 
when they arrive in Freetown early 
next month.

Dr. Conteh 
on OAU

Thc Foreign 
Abdulai Conteh. 
Liberia did not nc 

attend thc O> 
Mown, like 
nber of thc '

nity. ii 
of thc

—y let across their I
Lfrica, immigratio..

. intry to count;
c Foreign Minist
agenda for the

teting will include President 
evens' idea for thc formation of a 
sponsive mechanism in the , 
ructurc ofthc OAU which would I Of K. .

to detect and defuse Oli.i
idmg crisis before they got 
f hand.
ould mean certain chanj

r. but it would 
mg mxhinc. he' 

starting, rati 
the fire '

juld be a body of States. at Brc 
represented by ambassadors of headq 
member states accredited to '

and like the Security 
it would always be in

cm pl 
ducth

,.cacc and harmo
“Given these assurances u 

reassurances, thc PRC Gove 
ment is entitled to hope ti 
investors would adopt a f 
attitude and resist any incl 
towards massive transfers and 
evacuation of assets. The PRC 
Government is also entitled to 
hope that investors will take 
advantage of our enthusiastic 
welcome and join us in the 
progressive development of our 
nation and its people.”
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Making cement

I NEWLY

desii

COMPETITIVELY PRICED

GEORG#

TWILLDENE TEXTILES LTD.

NOW!
Top Quality 

Unbeatable Prices 
- Latest Designs

Now available from 
stock

Company ( 
mcnt was

NEW UNE HANDWOVEN 
"ASHOKE" WRAPPER AND 

HEADTIE SETS 
£25 PER SET OF 3

y ten 
tment 
been 

_c9m.

WE ART HEADTIE SPECIALISTS
Swiss/Dutch/English 

£4. £6. £12. £16 
according to quality

PRINTED
WOOL 

(FENI CLOTH)

rpo ration 
the Sierre Leone 

Company. The production 
1,200 tonnes a year.

oaMas*

H

Akwete George 
Festac Heads 
Tiger Heads 
Mercedes 
Ipi Tombi 
Naira 
Pineapple 
Flying Saucer 
Star of Africa 
Barclays

FINEST AVAILABLE 
QUALITY 

100% PURE WOOL
including 

igns not available 
elsewhere

HI
RECEIVED!

Latest designs for 1980 
in Top Quality Damask — 

in up to 7 colours

3rd Floor, Circus House, 26 Little Portland St.,'London W1 
Underground: Oxford Circus 
Tel: (01) 637 7385/9 (5 lines)

Business hours 11—6 Mon to Fri Closed Sat/Sun
All prices include VAT — No extras to pay 

Personal caller* only

Histories for 
President

Two books on the history , 
Sierra Leone have been presentc 
to President Stevens by the author. 
Written f.
Cecil Fyle...............
the Departme"’ 
Studies. Fourah 
books Alimomy S,,., 
Leone and Sidnimi
Kingdom (reviewed in this issue of 
IFesr Africa) arc an examination of 
traditional life and the system of 
political life and organisation in 
Sierra Leone before colonial rule.

Aliinamy Solukii is the biog­
raphy of a 19th-century ruler ofthe 
Limba tribe, while Stdainum 
Yalnnka's Kingdom relates the 
history of the Yalunka Kingdom 
from the mid-17th century to the 
beginning of the colonial period.

Congratulating Dr. Fylc for his

of
ted f * • ‘ 

dent Stevens by the author -----
by history lecturer, Dr. again

fie, who is Acting Head of Aftcr a
?f„ Af™:n V'“.^>h Bay College. The is Io bc , 

Solnkii oj S emi maje w 
unuin i aliinku

in this issue 
examination
ihe systcr 

-----lisatio

Writer and 
ment Division is to be set up in the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry- A mission from the 
United Nations Development 
Programme and the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation has been 
in Freetown to look into the uonc 
possibility and have presented Yoke 
their findings to the Minister of bcca( 
Agriculture and Forestry, Dr. Joe 
Jackson.

promoted are: Mr- J- S. 
sales and marketing

Alusuisse to 
mine bauxite

The bauxite deposit found in the 
Port Loko District, is to be 
exploited by the Swiss Aluminium

in 12 months. The ministerial scholarship and research, Prcsi-

park for 100 vehicles. documenting the history of Sierra
. , . Leone, and mentioned particularly

• A Water and Land Develop- the establishment of the first
ment Division i« to be^set up in the sctt|cmcnl around Bullom, just

" " opposite Freetown on the Sierra
Leone River, which, he said, 
formed a gateway to other 
settlements in Bradford. Rotifunk. 
Scnehun and Suhma. He men- the 
tioned the role played by Mamy will 

ko of Scnchun, who later ’ 
uccame chief of Moyamba. and 
whose name has been given to the 
new hotel in Freetown, and the 
Englishman Pa Harris, who settled 
and contributed to the develop­
ment of Sulima, as persons whose 
lives were worth writing about.

Co nt 
company has _... 
the development of the area 
..111 assist in the socio-political 
setting in that part of the country.

Cold storage 
promotions

The Freetown Cold Storage 
Company, the oldest Swiss 
company operating in Sierra 
Leone, has promoted 11 Sierra 
Leoneans to top managerial posts 
within the company. The Genera) 
Manager of the company, Mr 
Hans Schmid, said that contrary to 
rumours that the company had 
been sold or was m the process of 
dosing down, the promotions were 
m keeping with the corny 
policy of Sierra Lconcani:«»»w«>. 
and a clear indication that the 
company is here to stay Mr 
Schmid said that since 197S the 
number of expatriates working for 
the company has been reduced 
from 14 to six. a move. which he 
said, makes room for more Sierra 
Leoneans who have the experience 
and dnse to work hard and to 
succeed.

Those 
Mengor,

EXAMPLES FROM STOCK
£15 Executive £33
£20 Concorde £33
£20 Volvo £30 i £33
£24 New Sweet Mother £33 
£24 Motorway £33
£24 Plains £7
£25 Silk £18 & £20
£25 Plus London's biggest range 
£30 of Jacquard designs all com- 
£30 petltively priced!

After a period of nearly 
cal manufacture ofcen 

to be resumed. This has I 
made possible by a Lc 
agreement signed in Freetown 
recently between the World Bank's 
International Finance Corp 
(1FC) and the Sierre 
Cement Cc 
target is 1. Miss Chinny 

daughter of the 
jf the then Eastern 

gena, Dr. Okpara 
new Mrs. Eccles-James is a- 

lomist and met her husband 
four years ago while studying in 
West Germany

(Alusuisse). An agrcc- 
___ s signed in Freetown 
recently between the company mid 
the Sierra Leone Government 
which allows the company to start 
operations in an area which 
includes that formerly exploited by 
the Dcko Mines. 
Franc., S. 1

area•• division; Mr M. N. O tan
assistant to the chief accounts 
and Mr. Lionel L. Y. Coke life 
new supermarket floor manager

The only lady among the r.e» 
managers is Miss M P Palme:, 
who is now the assistant personnel 
manager.
O The former sales manager of E? 
(SL) Ltd.. Mr Donald Smythe- 
Macauley has been appointed 
general manager of the company e 
succession to Mr. Callander. Mr 
Smythe-Macauley is the first Siem 
Leonean to hold this office.
O Dr Keddy Eccles-James,send 
Mr Horace Eccles-James, cry 

ampanv's councillor and former Director ^ 
misation, the Bank of Sierra Leone andMn

Eccles James, and brother of Erx 
James, recently got married in the 
West German city of Duisburj- 
Hamborn.

His bnde was 
Okpara. eldest < 
former Premier of 
Region of Niger 
The i ” c' 
ccone

manager of the company's miners 
water manufacturing division. M: 
•Bernard Thomas, product!?: 
manager; Mr. F. Tucker, sales 
manager, soft dnnks: Mr. Sale 
Kamara, production supeiMB 
and Mr. S. I. Koroma, chief 
security officer, all of the site 
division.

Mr. Edw;
vermarke
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I

1

GHANA ^AIRWAYS
AFRICA’S FRIENDLY AIRLINE

I
I
II

OUR MENUS ON BOARD ARE THE BEST-IN THE BUSINESS 
EVEN OUR COMPETITORS ACCEPT THIS.

EXCELLENT FOOD FROM OUR OWN MODERN KITCHEN.
SO WITH GOOD FOOD AND EXCELLENT SERVICE 

YOU WILL HAVE A TRULY PLEASANT FLIGHT.

GOOD FOOD MAKES 
THE JOURNEY ENJOYABLE


