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in the future

.. Save today with UBA.a UBA
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The future welfare of your wife is important 
because she is the mother of your 
children UBA can help you to make sure 
your wife is well provided for A UBA 
Savings Account and the UBA Safeguard 
Insurance Policy is the answer.
This unique Insurance Scheme is absolutely 
FREE of charge to all UBA Savings Account 
holders In the event of death by accident, 
UBA will pay out double the amount of 
money left in the savings account - up to 
a maximum of N2.000
Go nowto your nearest branch of UBA and 
find out details of, and exceptions to, the 
UBA Safeguard Insurance Scheme
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NEWBREED subscribes to the view that the 
war on corruption could be won if we are sincere 
and practical about it.

Who to bell the cat? The process of finding such 
a personality;
for a smooth ir , . . ,
subjects of the Editor-in-Chief’s column this month. 
Sec page 6 .

MUHAMMED ALI - Champion and still Champion.
October 30 established the date when the legendary 

Muhammed Ali knocked out in eight rounds odds- 
on-favourite George Foreman in a world heavyweight 
boxing fight watched by millions of viewers all over 
the world.

It was a magnificient victc 
incredible style which Ali later 
system". Foreman had pro; 
his ineptitude and inferiority   _ ,„w,
manner. Ishmael Alabi reports on Page.. 56 ...

Printing
SMURFIT PRINT

of evolvinq measures that would make ap ~ ~~
implementation of this objective are the

Editor-in-Chief’s column this month. »

THE WHOLE TRUTH ABOUTREVENUE ALLOCATION
In a Federal system of government, the problem 

arises how to achieve fairness in revenue matters I 
between the centre and the states on one hand, and ■ 
between the different States on the other.

Beginning with this issue, our Contributing Editor, I 
Mr. Olu Akaraogun examines on page 27. how the 
various expert committees grappled with the problem 
and how their recommendations varied with constitu- 1 
tional changes and with changes in the balance of 
political and economic forces.

JACKSON FIVE TOURS AFRICA:
Motown comes home to Africa, but not so many 

of its world-famed artists. So it was that when in 
March the Jackson Five, easily the youngest; the 
most popular and successful of the groups recording 
under the Motown label, toured some West African 
countries, and gave live concert shows, it was both a 
breath-raising and epoch-making event. Our inter­
national correspondent, Kwame Braithwaite was there 
to capture the spirit of the occasion. See page 48.
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Philips Cassette Recorders have a reputation 
for accurate, wow-froo sound reproduction. 
Philips pioneered the "Special Cleaning 
Cassette" invaluable for hot climates. All 
Philips Cassette Recorders use both mains and 
Philips batteries. Remember too. that Philips 
network of dealers and the Philips after-salo 
service for all your Philips' products 
is ready to serve you.
Come to Philips and see our range of Cassotta 
Recorders, or send for your FREE copy of our 
Product Review brochure to:
Philips (Nigeria) Limited. 
6 Ijora Causeway, P.O B<
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CHkT WITH THE EDITOR- 
IN-CHIEF

inq 
of 
to 

jnce
the Federal Commtao* 

io Adetoro 
l edition of 

I'm a 
jubling.

the innocent and erode 
in the government and 
What government has alwe 
encourage is the use of the t 
procedure for reporting to 
priate government agencies k 
of corruption.” The Head of 
concern-is well taken.

While identifying ourself with the cru- 
**■ government to fight corruption, 

IEED begs to disagree with General 
rruption should 
’olice and other

What the put 
lay not be 
public officials regard as

agree that in an ideal situation, it 
to report corruption through time 
d procedures. But where in the 
the situation ideal?

sade by
NEWBRI  
Gowon that cases of corr 
be reported only to the Pc 
investigation units. The Police depart­
ment is a State apparatus. What happens 
if a senior State official is indicted? 
Possibly the general public will be in the 
dark about it. This kind of arrangement 
will give room for cases of corruption to

WAR ON CORRUPTION- 
WHO WILL BELL THE CAT?

Last month, we were forced to excise our article titled "The War On 
Corruption" due to forces beyond our control. This accounted for the 
missing pages 5/6 and 7/8 in the October issue. We are deeply sorry 
for the inconvenience and disappointment our readers suffered. Despite 
the excision of those pages containing "The War On Corruption" article 
last month, however, we have refused to abandon the spirit of the 
corruption article. We insist that the article which was killed when it 
was ready to circulate must see the light of day. Consequently, the 
article is re-written and we hope the message will not be misunderstood, 
but digested and taken in good faith.

Once again, we offer our profound thanks for your kind understanding 
about those missing pages in NEWBREED last October edition. We also 
seize this opportunity to wish you a very happy Christmas, and hope 
the New Year will usher in good luck and prosperity for all

General Yakubu Gowon was forced to 
condemn corruption and admitted that 
"We have never had it so bad." That 
was during his ABU speech on the occa­
sion of the Convocation ceremony of 
the Ahmadu Bello University in 1971.

As if to convey further the magnitude 
of the problem, the Head of State in his 
last October address to the nation lamen­
ted that despite gigantic efforts to wipe 
out the vice of corruption, "I regret to 
say that corruption is still very much 
with us.

"Many people however feel that not 
much is being done to seriously tackle 
the problem and there are those who 
even think that reporting cases of corrup­
tion is being deliberately discouraged. 
What government sought to discourage, 
however, is not the issue of reporting 
cases of corruption but rather the use of 
methods that can do a lot of damage —

public confider 
its functionaries.

/ays sought to 
time-honoured 
to the appro- 

,-s known cases 
1 of State's

WAR ON CORRUPTION BEGINS:
Whenever the political history of Nige­

ria is re-appraised, it would be stained by 
a chapter on corruption and abuse of 
public office. The culprits in that chapter 
would be the elected, and so-called lea­
ders of our nation who times and 
times again in the conduct of their public 
offices have often held out with one 
hand the dubious and dishonest gospel of 
selfless service to the nation, even as they 
battle ceaselessly to loot the nation's 
coffers with the other hand.

Ever since 1960, when Nigeria attained 
her political independence, this nation 
has been in the throes of escalating 
corruption. Now and again, we have 
searched our conscience and failed to 
find an appropriate phrase to convey our 
disgust and outrage with this corruption 
of Nigerian public life. But without 
mincing words, this nation is fed up with 
fruitless commissions of inquiry into the 
illegal and immoral earnings, the mis­
management and embezzlement of public 
funds, squandermania, gross abuse of 
office and obstruction of justice by the 
corrupt political class our environment 
has produced. Our treasury has been 
burgled and emptied in broad daylight 
by mafia political leaders in the name of 
service to the nation.

tndeed every schoolbc 
was corruption and its r 
forced the military to take over the 
of government. The militar 
set itself the task of ridding 
these maladies that plagued

ooy knows that it 
related vices that 

reigns 
iry voluntarily 
g the nation of 
d her.

However, since the military incursion, 
matters have reached a stage where the 
"God-fearing, honest and impeccable"
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be disposed of without solving the basic 
problem. What the public may regard 
as corruption may not be what the State 
apparatus or pt 
corruption.

We 
is best 
honoured 
world is ti

The nearest case to an ideal situation 
is to be found in the US yet. It happe­
ned during the Watergate scandal that 
President Nixon controlled the Justice 
Department.

How could Nixon have ever been 
brought to justice by reporting him to 
his appointees in the US Justice Depart 
ment?

If we apply the analogy to Nigeria and 
draw the natural inference.it will be seen 
that those who resorted to swearing 
affidavits in court were neither mischew- 
ous nor being merefy fanciful.

For instance, 
ner for Industries, Dr. Eyitayc 
argued in the September 1974 
NEWBREED that "If anything, 
millionaire debtor  Far from dot 
I don't think that I had had anything 
which is beyond what in fact I would be 
expected to have, and which is reasonably 
expected of a person of my standing after 
seven years in government to possess."

Dr. Adetoro admitted, among other 
things, his dual status as a shareholder 
and Commissioner in charge of the imp­
lementation of the indeginisation decree. 
Commissioner Adetoro raised #£100.000 
from UBA to enable him purchase 50,000 
shares in Philips (Nigeria) Ltd.

inference.it


REVENUE ALLOCATION ANO NATIONAL UNITY

Dr. Eyitayo Adetoro

criti- 
Dina 

I far-

fact that a review 
previous revenue

jater use of the |
.dfication as well as

open channel
/hat would win

any further com- 
Uther have the law 
made any state-

When the revenue allocation debate show how we 1 
was at its height a few months ago, it was at the subject from 
apparent that prejudices t \ J — -•-« •-
of the commentators dL ,.u,v Mtv 
necessary basic information and back­
ground about the subject to guide them 
to arrive at rational conclusions.

Governor Rotimi of the Western State, 
—:sed the complexity of the subject,

us the war against corruption.
CAN AWOLOWO/AZIKIWE HEAL THE 
WOUNDS OF CORRUPTION?

An interesting aspect of the 
battle against corruption and abuse of 
office, especially in Nigerian public 

 life, is the search for new leadership
c confidence in when the military regime decides to end 
functionaries," their corrective assignment. The argu- 
' a"'< ment |S that since the military regime

under the hardworking leadership of Gen­
eral Gowon has failed to make a major 
impact in eradicating corruption, a change 
of leadership may make the difference, 
since the present regime is now pre­
occupied with economic development.

NEWBREED DECEMBER 1974

In my editorial comment on the Ade­
toro issue, I stated that Dr. Adetoro 
would dispell ill-feelings and suspicion of 
wrong doings if he clarified in the public 
interest some questions.

There has not been . 
ment from Adetoro, nei 
enforcement agencies i 
ment.

It is this kind of silence maintained by 
Adetoro and the Federal Military Govern­
ment over allegations of corruption and 
abuse of office that "do damage to the 
innocent and erode public confid----- !~
the government and its f 
not the use of the press and affidavit 
testification. General Gowon and the 
Federal Military Government should en­
courage greater use of the press and 
affidavit testification as well as the Police 
channels. This kind of < 
in reporting corruption is wl

have progressed in looking 
-- - __,.ct from narrow Regional 

apart, a majority (State) stand-point to taking a compre- 
lid not have the hensive NATIONAL outlook on the im­

pact of whatever revenue-sharing formula 
is agreed upon.

Even then, there are critics of the new 
formula. Why, they ask, should sacrifices 

emphasised the complexity of the subject, f°r national unity be made only in the 
noting that five expert committees had °f revenue allocation? Why not in 
previously studied and made recommenda- other equally sensitive areas? Why indeed?, 
tions on revenue allocation in the period This argument, whatever its merits, 
between 1951 and 1968. she-" *u“* «-—>

AnIn order to throw light on the subject, pu| 
NEWBREED commissioned a special re- 
view article. The aim was to go over the 
ground covered by the five previous reve­
nue allocation committees - to see the 
problems they grappled with and the 
rationale for their final recommendations 
and to find out why no revenue-sharing 
formula satisfied the needs of the coun­
try for any length of time.

NEWBREED’s comprehensive review 
article was in the works when the Head 
of State, General Gowon in his National 
Day speech (October 1,1974) announced 
that the Supreme Military Council had 
agreed on a new revenue allocation for­
mula for Nigeria.

The question arose whethei 
abandon the article we had ] 
prepared and merely report a 
on the significance of the hew revenue­
allocation formula.

In the end, we decided that this is an 
occasion when the need for public enligh­
tenment should over-ride the requirements 
of journalistic topicality.

Unless Nigerians know what had gone 
before, they cannot fully appreciate the 
full significance of the revenue allocation 
formula announced by General Gowon 
on October 1, 1974.

What is even more important is the 
of the work of the five 
allocation committees

argument, whatever its meri 
shows that old habits of thought die hard. 
And that is why there is need for full 
jublic enlightenment on what has gone 
uefore in the field of revenue allocation.

It is within the realm of possibility 
that in the very uncertain future a civilian 
government may find itself in power 
in Nigeria.

What prevents such a regime from 
unscrambling the omelette; undoing every­
thing that the military regime had done 
and reviving the old, fruitless controversy 
about revenue allocation?

This can happen unless the lessons’of 
the past are learnt and care is taken to 
avoid past errors.

This briefly is our justification for 
going ahead with our plans and publishing 

gSsSSSE 
1950 and 1968.

The article includes the views, 
cisms and recommendations of the Dir- 
Committee which are radical and f«.- 
rcaching, but which had never been made 
public; although we notice policy makers 
borrowing generously now and then from 
the ideas of the Dina Committee.

The new revenue allocation formula 
announced by General Gowon on Octo­
ber 1, 1974 is such a radical and hope­
fully, final departure from the past that 
NEWBREED is going to report and com- 
ment upon it in a separate and subsequent 
article.



WAR ON CORRUPTION
WHO WILL BELL THE CAT?

c

TH-

a star figure in

NEWBREED DECEMBER Dr. Chikc Obi1974

President 
he could

peace. stab
trerebry c .

V/'# ■

argument 
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OTHER LEADERS:
Among several other Nigerian leaders 

who are now believed to be aspiring for 
high public office when the military quits, 
the names of Alhaji Inua Wada, Chief 

" j Kano

minant political grot 
both 
capaci

These 
publicly 
corruj 
me. I

deser.
two C.-i
honest.' 
the soc eti

against Awo- 
of them have

Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe
The Owelle of Onitsha.

Chief Awolowo in particular has con- 
: '.tently advocated the birth of a "Peo- 
pie s Republic" of Nigeria. The elimina- 
ton of corruption, mass production of 
food, free education at all levels, a bene­
volent housing scheme and an open govern 
nment would be the central priority of 
-uch a Republic.

But the other 
•owo/Azikiwe is , 
been probed.

Chief Awolowo -__ -
1962 Coker probe.

In 1956, Dr. Azikiwe featured promi­
nently in the Foster - Sulton Commi-

ig however is not in the pre'? 
•’on as in whether he has tv 
jase to torpedo himself Ha 
ctatorship. This base he r..t 
is to contribute effectively2 

.vhich he has proclaimed H 
to wage. So Chike Obi's prcc 

he gets there.

ELLECTUALS:
efforts of the intellectuals afc 
some mention. These consist d 

oups. The first are those 
i y believe there is much wrong w?

ty and wish to bring about re. 
changes. This group has often sought- 
guide me nation's conscience in times; 
stress along the path of probity withcd 
fear or favour.

The second group consists of those 
ose rambling sophomoric and socialists 
diagnosis of the maladies of our times 
does not extend beyond the 
newspapers. The men in this group 
preach but do not practice and tat 
generous liberal editorial support throng 
which they pour out their Sunday venom- 
Their bandwagon is made up of various 
groups and committees; leftists, radio's 
and so called free thinkers. Obviously 
not all of them are misguided; sori 
have displayed a great deal of zeal * 
analysing situations but generally all o’ 

..., _3________  _ them appear guilty of preaching the
>sed to public probes of their gospel of truth on the altar of polite'

• • expediency.
Their evident penchant for polemic*’ 

sing nothing and, where there is some* 
thing, their apparent flair for banahW- 
jingoism and idealistic aberrations do not 
make them our best bet for the batt-’ 
against corruption.

the moment is on 
•re economic prosperity, 
ettention from the evils 

.2//BREED feels econo- 
t, peace and stability 

p'-aje in a country that is 
affl cted and riddled with corruption and 
a decrepit life style.

However, back, to post-military lea­
dership, Chief Obafemi Awolowo and 
Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe,two elder statesmen 
tinrjvi life ambitions of becoming Execu­
tive President of Nigeria remain unful­
filled and thwarted so far, are good 
talents and candidates for the job, some 
people have argued. Both men who 
are now in their sixties can no longer be 
interested in chop-chop politics, but in 
doing a good job for history according 
to this people.

Chief Awolowo in

me names or Ainaji mua w<soo, 
Anthony Enahoro and Alhaji Aminu 
continue to echo prominently.

Inua Wada and Anthony Enahoro be­
longed to the First Republic in the 
manner in which Aminu Kano also be­
longed, having been all members of do- 

and served in 
id in various other

CHW WITH THE EDITOR- IN-CHIEF |M 
ceoends cn leadership". A grow; 
z = at the top who are corrup- 
• pe out corruption". Thusgnt- 
cate. Dr. Chike Obi believes hi 
a of wiping out corruption in 
ty from Nigerian society. Df 
z'.'z other credentials for ths 
. are his impeccability, his btat 
-ess and dare-devil approxr

government an< 
:ities.

? gentlemen's names were never 
linked with any of the various 

ipt maladies of that discredited regi- 
_  However, in the case of Alhaji Inua 

Wada who served as Minister of Defence 
before the military take-over, it's a trui­
sm often easily ignored that Northerners 
are less disposed to public probes of their 
high office-holders, a fact which miti­
gates the trenchant outward impeccabi­
lity of some of these leaders. Alhaji 
Aminu Kano could not have been probed 
because he was in the opposition then, 
and was never appointed to public office. 
Chief Anthony Enahoro was never pro­
bed.

This notwithstanding, one cannot pro­
claim too confidently their ability 
willingness to battle corruption effe 
vely.

LONE VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS 
DR. CHIKE OBI:

Mathematician Chike Obi advocates a 
Committee of Dictators to rule Nigeria 
and he believes that if he were to be 
~ or Chairman of that Committee 

put the country on emergency 
alert for 25 years at least.

Lack of effective leadership is what 
Dr. Chike Obi diagnoses as being respon­
sible for the corruption Nigerian so­
ciety. The question of corn; Jtion he
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WAR ON CORRUPTION
WHO WILL BELL THE CAT?

ia, Chief E .0 A. Odeyemi 
ilitical role by asking for

General Hassan Katsina

DECEMBER 1974
Ex-Communications Comm.
Joseph Tarka

ULC Secretary General, 
Chief E.O. Odeyemi

jplace them with 
«' ronresentatives 

io have no

Brigadier Mobolaji Johnson contributed 
by saying* '"?zr.z._! • • •
left a lor- tc „;1M1

impression of allegations of wrong doings'
js doctrine of Joseph Tarka. General Gov
'71 prosecu- ‘

For in the face of the weighty
- . - --------- -------a.. p-I.VM VI

the civil war and has brought unity and 
stability to the country. He is wise 

to know how to handle the 
t situation. Nobody should attempt 

to teach him what to do or pressurise 
ions him into making a decision." - (Daily •

Looked at any way, there is quite 
some merit in that appeal as it is true 
that for too long, the average Nigerian 
worker on whqae vote, willingness or 
support succeeding Nigerian governments 
have thrived in power is one of the most 
down-throden and least catered for wor­
ker anywhere. It is also.true that he has 
been exploited for too ’long to remain 
indifferent to his plight and condition.

But while workers have potential poli­
tical power, it is the responsibility of 
their leaders to harness and co-ordinate 
such power for the governance of this 
country by workers for good or evil. 
But can their leaders do this? Can they 
effectively bell the cat of corruption? 
Have they come out of the corrupt 
woods themselves? When have they 
succeeded in containing their penchant 
for mis-management and for diverting 
foreign subventions into their pockets?

CHBJ WITH THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
WAR AGAINST CORRUPTION CAN BE 
WON:

So, like we asked earlier, can the war 
against corruption be won in Nigeria? 
Opinions are divided.

One school of thought argues that 
Nigeria has laid a concrete corrupt foun-

THE LABOUR ALLIANCE: dation, and that it would be very diffi-
The power of labour hitherto unre- cult, if not almost impossible, to break

ckoned with in Nigerian politics is a *k" 
reality today. The talk about the forma­
tion of a Labour Party to govern Nigeria 
after 1976 is not mere empty braggadocio 
but a practicable political development.

Recently, no less a figure than the 
General Secret""* ' ' 
Congress of Nigc, ------------------ -—
reiterated this political role by asking for 
Labour participation in the military go­
vernment. In an appeal made in Zaria, 
Chief Odeyemi called on both the Fede­
ral and State Governments to sack all 
Commissioners and ref' * 
Labour Leaders, farmers' repre 
and selfless intellectuals who 
political ambition.

Brigadier Mobolaji Johnson

against him. The public impression was 
...   ,— . also strengthened by various utterances
iemp case is a clear indica- on the subject and the government's own 
firmness of the Nigerian stone-walling on the issue.

public morality. Brigadier Mobolaji Johnson contributed 
-------------- Tarka/Dabohaffair, by saying: "General Gowon should be 
pronouncements by certain highly left alone to decide what to do about 
officials gave the impression of allegations of wrong doings against Mr. 

the existence of a dubious doctrine of Joseph Tarka. General Gowon success­
commissioners' immunity from prosecu- fully led Nigeria through the period of 
tion. For In the face of the weighty the civil war and h»« 
allegations against the former Commissio- stability 
ner for Communications, the Govern- enough 
ment's inaction was construed as meaning present $; 
that Mr. Joseph Tarka enjoyed special JoJerch 
procedure in answering to the allegatic 
of corruption and abuse of office levelled, Times.)

dation, and that it would be very d 
zJt, if not almost impossible, to br 
this iron-cast foundation.

The other view, which we subscribe to, 
is that the war on corruption can be won 
if we are SINCERE and PRACTICAL 
about it.

 .v— m  The present military regime as stated
;tary of the United Labour earlier is engaged'and over burdened with 
igeria,Chief E.OA.Odeyemi various time-consuming national assign­

ments like re-organising the Army, eco­
nomic development, international poli­
tics, creation of political institutions, etc. 
that it is not feasible that adequate atten­
tion and priority is given to war on 
corruption. Perhaps that is one of the 
many reasons it would be unwise if the 
press is gagged and intimidated. A vigo­
rous and watchful press will help the 
military to check itself and check corrup­
tion before it reaches a point of no return 
to normalcy or a run-away epidemic.

The first task that must be done and 
done now is to have one law that will 
relegate everyone to an equal level. That 
is, anyone, no matter how highly placed, 
who engages himself in criminal conduct, 
should be given the punishment due to 
him according to law. This is presently 
not seen to be the case, although we have 
reasons to believe and to hope tfjat the 
forced retirement of Brigadiers Adekunle 
and Shotomi for their part in the lyabo 
Olorunkoya hemp case is a clear indica 
tion of the f. — . 
military on issues of | 

However.during the T< 
certain 
placed
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dogmatic
a total

 and distant relations 
for shady and mercenary acti-

Gene- 
govern 

scharge

the Auditor 
or the Pub'c

and c 
plete 
they 
they 
In ot 
goes 
whet: 
in a rr

s to conclude that those
NEWBREED edition of

21, under new leader*
In that editorial, we 

"one of the tricky issues that Nigeria 
d the masses is the

The Daily Times report referred to here 
also quoted the Deputy Chief of Staff 
Supreme Headquarters and Commissio­
ner for Establishments, Major-General 
Hassan, to whom the same question was 
also directed, as saying he agreed entirely 
with what Governor Johnson said.

Even on the publication of the Police 
investigation, Mr. Tarka, speaking on the 
issue said: "I don’t care for Godwin 
Daboh’s ignorance of due processes of 
government. I know he has never been a 
member of government. He only walked 
across the corridors of power. So, I act 
on his behalf. But I know that as far as 
I am concerned, nobody has made any 
enquiries of me. They are making enqui­
ries of Godwin Daboh; so that is his own 
business with the Police. I do my own 
business, and that is work".

Now, if the Police are ven 
swift and thoroughly efficient i 
lesser citizens when they are suspectet 
wrong doings, why should a citizen 
shouting on top of his voice and brag that 
"nobody can probe me". Is Mr. Tarka 
claiming immunity from probe as a for­
mer member of government, or did he 
plea-bargain his ministerial position to 
escape "impeachment” by the Police? 
The answers to these questions are not 
known to the Nigerian public; but if it 
emerges that Tarka enjoyed "immunity” 
from probe as a member or former mem­
ber of government, then it is a serious 
misapplication of immunity.

Commenting on the claim of minis­
terial immunity as fraudulent, a former 
Cabinet Minister in the Balewa regime.

14

CHAT WITH THE EDITOR-IN-C
who is now a practising solicitor declared: WAR ON CORRUPTION "There is n0 such doctrine of minis- honest adership.

terial immunity in law. When we refer to 

WHO WILL BELL THE CAT? Par*,amentarY immunity, we mean state* • ments made in parliament either in course 
of debate or in written answers by minis* 
ters of the government to parliamentary 
questions. Such statements are priviled- 
ged and are not actionable at law, even 
if they may contain defamatory matters. 
Of course when such statements are 
repeated outside parliament, they are 
actionable.

"However, sometimes, ministers of the 
government enjoy some degree of immu­
nity under State security during periods 
of emergency, crisis or rebellion: when 
certain rights of the citizens under the 
constitution are suspended in the interest 
of State security".

•adership.
n axiom that national leaders 
des the world over never com- 
stewardship poorer than when 
p stewardship. In most cases, 
-■ as over-night millionaires, 
rds, it seems that corruption 
th high offices in the world, 
is in Nixon's America or 
or civilian" Nigeria.
f the above stark reality, can 
rishful dogmatism of 100 
nest leadership?
k it would make sense to 
;n corruption and establish 
n the ruled if we design and 
2 constitutional safe-guards 
inmand and compel public 

.. ..thout exceptions to make 
----- declaiations of their Assetsand 

 abilities on taking up office. There- 
j after, their personal accounts should be 
s made public annually by * ** 

to what the Head of State can oo m me General of the Federation 
event of accusation being levelled against Accounts Committee.rv vioilant a member entirely depends on the ere- "Any leader who does not relish this 

in orob ' dibility of the allegations and his belief idea should never aspire to hold public

»y are suspectedof Or disbelief of the alleged charges. Gene- office.. >uld a citizenkeep ,here are conventions that govern "Measures should also be devised to 
is voice and braq that the conduct of ministers in the discharge track down unscrupulous leaders who

Is Mr Tarka of their Pub,'c affairs. For instance, might use their near and distant relations
ministers before taking office submit to a as fronts for shady and mercenary acti-

must adhere vities".on-observance uf The present lukewarm attitude to fi- 
infraction of the ghting corruption, the present style of 

secret declaration of assets and liabilities 
to the constituted authority and private 
Police investigation of corrupt charges 
against "big men" in the society will not 
win us the war against corruption in 

leader- Nigeria. So let us all resolve from this 
December 1974 onwards that "To keep 

clean of corruption and dirty 
tricks is a task that must be done and 
won".

we af 
per cc

'V.'e
wage 
confidi 
enforce
that w.‘

v> Oldie aevuii«.y . officers.
He continued: "I don't know of any public c 

procedure that must be invoked. Minis- Lial 
ters of State like other citizens are sub 
ject to the ordinary laws of the land. As 
to what the Head of State can do in the 

' ‘ — •—.~ll—anainet
>nds on the ere-

.bino ------- • - — leDetionS
‘d of or dl!belief °f the alleged 
keeo r""v' —, the conduct of ministers in the dis< 

of their public affairs. For ins 
ministers before taking office submit to a 
code of conduct which they must adhere 
to while in office. Non-observance of 
that code, if it leads to inn '
convention, will result in the removal or 
dismissal from office of the minister con­
cerned”.

We would like to 
proposals in the K“ 
March 1974, page 
ship still hold . 
argued that ’ 
has confused the masses is the 
and unequivocal demand for



THERMOCOOL

OLYMPIC
4.4 cu. ft.
(Extra space allows lor 
5 large boor bottles in

THERMOCOOL
THE NAME TO TRUST AND DEPEND UPON

For a Cold Cold Drink 
you need a 
Cool Cool 
FRIDGE

(Extra space allows for 
10 large beer bottles 
in the door)

(Its Guaranteed)
For too long NIGERIANS HAVE HAD TO ADJUST their 
particular needs and taste of design in refrigerators to 
what has been manufactured for others.
At THERMOCOOL we have designed a fridge to suit 
Nigena. WE HAVE ADJUSTED OUR DESIGNS TO 
SUIT YOU. That means that you get all you expect from 
an ordinary fridge — plus more
Check these THERMOCOOL advantages for yourself
• Fully tropicalised fridge with greater cooling capacity.
• Modern design and extra, strong metal body.
• Specially designed doors to give more room tor cooling 

large size bottles.
• Adjustable shelves giving maximum use of space
• Lockable door for safety. **

Reliable after — sales service with spare parts always 
available.
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excitement in the 
and if you have sound plans 
ireams. come and see us.

business for F ’ J J ------ *
> Get details they encoui
together sound financial
With... |f you want to create some

business world, g~
instead of just dr
anytime, any branch. You'll meet your 
kind of people there.

) need to succeed in the hard business world
’ Barclays aided them through all the many intricate financial 
Get details they encountered in getting their business ontoa

il footing

Executives Diligent.keen.energetic Theyve been real assets to
their companies But now they've set up ' 

themselves And they're still our kind c
With their sound business experience, the 

aware of how much help they would need " 
before they were ready to go independent 

they came to Barclays With their qu 
determination and properly thought-out plar 

they inspired the kind of confidence men

Barclays Bank of Nigeria Limited
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/ means of mass media 
Ifill its objectives of

njt pan- 
)wer. 
avoid

.vinnii 
>f Dr.

' to be able to 
lust desist from 
progress. Only 

tfully call itself

Mazi Uchechuku Okoro, 
No. 81, Oduto/a Street, 
Sa bon Gari — Kano.

Readers comments should be short, accurate, signed with 
writer's full address. Lengthy letters will be ebridged.—ED.

AND SO THEY SHED THEIR CHAINS
,As'our*'knowiedge thiS\Ooun?™,Sn7Xs?,tohthePea°Sere°a! ru“

~ ■ ders of your magazine and other men of 
goodwill, the "news of the year" would 
certainly be the granting of pardon to the 
1966 men.

At long last; and glory bel
Even as we rejoice with these men who

jst living 
or such.

so with most of our public figures, 
we are quite informed about their 
tudes. Our problems, 
quite unique. All we r 
who will dedicate himsel 
dump a place worthy c 
labourer or a university dun v 
Nigerians should realise at this 
a man who lives by his own selfish end nal stability.

Haruna D. Izah,
c/o Dahiru I. Mshelizeh, 
Public Service Commission, 
Maiduguri, N.E. State.

’neurs in the whole 
ry will pay him 
he include the 

teaching of God as the Creator in schools' 
curriculum. We should remember that, 
the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

paramount knowledge. The disappearance of reli- 
journalists gious knowledge in schools since the take­

over is not only a tragedy, but is also like 
building a tower on a sandy foundation.

Again, in the interview. His Excellency 
got it all correct when he said that the 
Ibos are not sheep to be led to pasture.

In as much as no leader can claim sole 
credit for making the Ibos co-exist with 
their fellow Nigerian brothers after the 

H'w-’-’-r - civil war, I am grateful to the Head of
The survival of the press is thus of State General Gowon who granted them 

crucial importance to progress and natio- amnesty.
What the Ibos want, like their counter­

parts in other States, is stability, good 
roads for easy movement of their trucks, 
wheel barrows, cycles, mammy wagons 
and taxi cabs.

The average Nigerian in the East Cen­
tral State is not after the background of 
who rules him, neither does he care for I 
the schools he attended, nor how much 

how capable those who rule deliver his 
rights and legitimate goods on demand.

To the Administrator, what value popu­
larity? Since popularity is valueless, why 
do some people in Nigeria suggest that 
General Gowon be made the next Presi­
dent after military rule? All the same, a 

)ular Administrator can be requested 
people to administer them in a 
regime while the unpopular one 

will both lose his name and deposit on a 
poll day should he venture. In this res­
pect, Dr. Chike Obi was correct when he 
said that "as long as things go well with 
them, they don't care for any other 
person". The big question now is, who 
will bell the cat; is it the intellectuals?

What of the East Central State headed 
by a Don, decorated with pundits and 
co Don Commissioners? To whom then 
will the Army hand over powe ».^..,»qEED asked? perh

BE FRANK.
No press or any 

can claim to fulf 
serving the people when it easily succumbs 
to the government, thus rendering its 
whole organ ineffective.

For the press of today 
stand the test of time, it mi 
actions detrimental’ to its | 
by so doing can it right! 
press of the people.

Any constructive journalism must be
frank and fearless. It must not only country, the same history will 
point out courageously where the govern- much gratitude should U ...v 
ment has gone astray, at the same time, - - - • -
it must give greasy report where and 
when it is rightfully due.

But above all, it is of p— 
importance for pressmen and joui 
to survive these conditions withoi 
dering to the whims of those in po\ 
The Press should as much as possible ai 
notorious government red-tapery.

For until it can come out boldly and 
condemn nefarious acts of the govern­
ment, the masses will continue to live in 
surveillance and at the same time be 
grossly ineffective in the society.

freed men not be 
jwever, that the ardu- 

iding this country
- . - —. —■------- —wt.l6r asso­

ciated malignant vices - the task that cost
rnmniPtpH°d and mone^ “ will the Army hand over power in 1976, 

yp‘* „ be completed. as NEWBRE£D asked? ^ert,ap5 t0 Ihe
are' °D V °yr methods 50 former politicians who might have learnt 

7hr....i ,But lo.n9 (iwe the atheirspirit of the revolution. Long live a 
united and indivisible Nigerial 
Ilorin. O'Mere—Abdullah.

le when we could be
 I support the idea 

i Federal Military Government Even as we rejoice with these men who dent 
irobe the assets of all existing have regained their freedom and we popi 
and State commissioners plus commend General Gowon's great magna- by his 

ho have resigned and who feel nimity, we should not, blinded by joy, civilian 
ild escape the galores unnoticed, forget those that mounted the campaign wj|| tot 
word of guidance to the fut- for their freedom viz: NEWBREEDand poll J-- 

-—-jointed into Dr. Tai Solarin whose march to Lagos 
he probed was foiled by the spurious and malicious 

  , :ial com- campaign of some retrogade newspaper.
„.w .. the end it swells un- Let the newly 

expectedly, then such a man would be too disappointed ho\ 
answerable for his sins. ous uphill task of ride

I, personally, will like to plead with of corruption, nepotism and other 
the entire masses of this nation to think dated malignant vices =fu- *--■ 
again once and for all that a leader can't us $o much peace, bloo 
be made over-night, and that it is the j$ yet to be completed, 
mind of the people that makes a great 
nation. Dr. Adetoro has come to confess 
his weakness to us. I only hope he 
understands the fact that he will only 
reap what he has planted.

Long live NEWBREED - the magazine 
of the peoplel Long live the people's

Paghi Ibrahim Vandu-Chikoto, 
Midwestern Nigeria Water Board, 
(NYSC), Headquarters, B/City.

READER'S COMMENT —
DR. ADETORO APPEARS DISAPPOIN- CONSTRUCTIVE JOURNALISM MUST WHAT VALUE POPULARITY?
TING. BE FRANK. Your recent interview with His Exce

Your analysis of Dr. Adetoro’s official No press °r lencV lhe Administrator of the East Cer
wrongdoingswasreallyinspiring. lamalso . 'm . ' .' . tral State, Mr. Ukpabi Asika is yet ano
of the opinion that Nigerians are yet to »™ng the people whenlit easily succumbs ther landmark in thiscountry's journalism 
learn a lesson. Although it is said that renderln9 It is not my intention to sing your praise
solutions do not come in cellophane whble °r9an , . ., , ,or a i°b we" done- but rather ,0 Pln
wrappers or in cookio-tin patterns to For the press of today to be able to point a few discrepancies out of plente 
problems such as ours, but at least some stand the test of time, it must deast from ous academic answers by His Excellency. 

■ mswers could be found. This can only a«ions detrimental to its progress Only |n as much as history wij| remember 
ie possible if all the millions of people by 50 do'ng ‘ rlgh,fully cal1 l,salf the Administrator for his courageous eff- 

-nhabiting this great country, with God’s pref ot the peop e' . . or> "> ,akmg over schools from missions
uidance, roll up their sleeves and tackle , ^ny constructive journalism must be and private entrepren ’ ’

them together. I am terribly disappointed frank an.d.fea[les!: °n!v country, the same hit
in Dr. Adetoro's view that he believes in 
no ideology, no philosophy, "but just 
interested in joining the winning". What 
for then does he want to "just" join the 

ing side? I am ashamed that a man 
’. Adetoro's calibre does not feel that 

e has a lot to do for his country besides 
in it. But, I do not blame him 
Our problems have always been 

of our public figures, and 
luite informed about their atti- 
ur problems, as we all know, are 

All we require is a man 
»lf to making this 
of living, be he a 

• don or Ex-this. 
stage that 

►elfish ■_J
has no room here today. We want a man 
who can sacrifice. For what right have 
you to expect others to make a sacrifice 
for the common good if you won't take 
the chance yourself?

However, Mr. Editor, we look forward 
to fellows like you, in the press, to alert 
the masses of this great nation fora need 
to stage a revolution against a corrupt 
society such as ours. As our knowledge 
of the world around us broadens, may God 
bless all the citizens of this great nation 
to see the true path to their own freedom. 
The days are gone 
over-run in darkness.  
that the Federal Military Gover 
should probe the assets of all e> 
Federal a 
those who 
they could escai 
And a word of guL-— — 
urel Before any person is appe’ ‘ 
a public chair, his assets should be 
and tendered public by a specie*, 
mittee, and if at 

lly, tucii • 
)le for his sins.

•rsonally, will like to 
b masses of this nati;
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*ORLDS LARGEST MOTORCYCLE MANUFACTURER 
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: gives superb tide 
jletely troublefree 
engine speed

dual seat g 
liain.comple 

torque at lower 
it acceleration.

compare your

< BSW
with any other motorcycle 

in its class...

41)

JK
you will find that it w

Honda s world-wide reputation lor dependability is a result of brilliant design and excellent engineering. Also it results 
from the manufacturing techniques which include carelul checking of all component parts prior to assembly, alert 
checkers to study each machine as it leaves the production line. If the checkers detect any defect the machine is 
rejected to ensure that the Honda you buy is perfect in every detail.
When you add this type of quality manufacture to the service and parts availability, you know why you ca.- 
depend upon Honda Benly to deliver you safely and on time anywhere any Irie.

Sold and Serviced by. LEVENTIS MOTORS LIMITED

■iqine qives more 
fast top speeds.

ide and maximum 
durabi ’ minimum maintenance 

•The pi .-. ■' ' brakes avoid accidents 
’Bright I ,dd to riding safety 
•Strong sui;>eii4on with sturdy rear 
shock absorbers give comfort over 
bad roads.

•Soft flat top r 
"No timing chi 
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k for fast at
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SAVING OPPORTUNITY 
ON NEWBREED SUBSCRIPTIONS

twelve iouej).
• K6.00 for two yssrs (saving me N4.00 under the normal subscription rate of 

Mi o.OO for twenty four issues).

for that qn feeling
Unwind from the stresses of modern living
Cast away your cares
Experience the caressing comfort that
only Dunlopillo can provide.
Revitalise your body and mind -arise 
refreshed from the luxury of Dunlopillo.

NEWBREED-a magazine that cruiadei for an open society 
Without doubt the sleekest. frankeit, moit stylish and fearleii 
magazine in Nigeria today. We publiih anything under the sun 
within the laws of Nigeria We dig out itoriei behind the headline!.

The following report n adapted from an appraisal by an 
international magazine-"Africa Report" -

"From Pin-Upi to Politics. A new breed of magazine for a new 
breed of Nigerian, NEWBREED ii a faianatmg reflection of tie 
new Nigeria. From Women'! Liberation to local politics to 
education, the publication leenu to touch the intereiti of thote 
who are or who eipire to be in the money economy"

The report continued "NEWBREED seem! to reach for the 
well- educated and well-off...... The magazine combine* elementi
of American magazine! luch ai New:week and Playboy to entice 
emotion and provoke thought at the tame time".

Join the NEWBREED Club of reader!. Special introductory 
offer to lubicriben at 25% diicount for one year and 40% discount 
for two yean-off newi Hand price!

In thu era of paper ihortage, the mort reliable and cheapen 
way to ensure regular supply of NEWBREED ii to act now, by 
mailing thia subscription coupon to:

hac*2ime'
35, OGUNLANA DRIVE,SURULERE. P.O. BOX 5414, LAGOS.
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ny voice 
ncert?” 
infact I 

room for

My visitor: "There's much grass in your 
lawn."

I "You came for a visit and not to graze" 
I retorted.

Leventis Technical Limited 0
IDDO HOUSE

RADIO& |
TELEVISION [

Husband: 
| is this?"
Wife: "Ralph, darling, it's dried wood
meat."
Husband: "Thought as much. An axe please."

1
RECORDSI® 

CASSETTES &T 
CARTRIDGES |

I—

My kindergarten brother hopped into 
the bed-room when daddy was giving me 

i his latest advice on cigarette smoking. 
He cuddled around me and resumed his 
play. My dad stood up later to kill a 
boozing mosquito and the boy tucked a 
stick of cigarette into my hands.

I later learnt my friend gave it to 
him for me. I bought him goodies for 
his craftiness.

OFFICE f
MACHINES I

> daddy 
a six-yt 
teral. 
there

Our teacher suddenly became hysteric 
early one morning. "You are all getting 
rotten " he exploded " and this 
will not happen under my nose. A report 
has reached me that one of you bad eggs 
is disturbing a girl in the next school. 
The person concerned takes this girl out 
to nightclubs, swimming pools and makes 

llove to her under the flower hedges." 
I He continued to roar. "Before I punish 
I the one, I like to show the class the 
I person by throwing this chalk at the boy." 
I he finalised. He pretended to throw the 
I key at someone and we all ducked.

Vocalist: “Did you noti 
filled the hall during 
Disgusted spectator: 
noticed a lot of people 

I K”

"I knew daddy would kn- mummy 
.someday" a six-year-old al his
mother’s funeral. An inqiut.. ic detec^ 
Hue was there and asked "How?” 
"Daddy was ever fighting mum in bed. 
Afy mum doesn't like noise and so she 
took all the beatings lying down, C

I where it has landed her now. " she sobl

A little girl (to her father leading a 
skinny dog home): "What kind of a 
puppy is this you bought daddy? 
Father: "I want to hand it over to the 
police for sale." 
Girl: "But daddy.it loc.-' 
doesn't look a police dog 
Father: "It's on purpos 
going to serve in the secrc

I ****@@@@** **@.'*
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presenting the sensational
VITAFOAM

1 MATTRESSES
Supporting it evenly, comfortably. A Vitafoam 
'air-flow' mattress is soft, yielding, so the cooling 
air channels are not pressed flat

You sleep comfortably on a Vitafoam air-flow 
mattress because you sleep cool • because you 
sleep on air.

It's a sensation I A dreamy sensation I. . .

The 'airflow' mattress has special channels to allow 
the free passage of air. So air caresses away the 
excess heat of your body os you sleep I 
Why are these channels not pressed flat by the 
weight of your body I 
Lio on any Vitafoam mattress and you lie on air. 
Millions of tiny bubbles of air that shape them­
selves to your body

Enjoy that dreamy sensation called
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WOMAN IN A MAN'S WORLD

to

good for me.
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On 
for 
tigat

the inspiration 
"My desire to 

to portray 
~*rspectives as 

m portrayal of

of the game is profit."
the perennial shortage of petrol 

public consumption, Mr. Asekun cas- 
 ited those who have lumped oil explo­

ration and production with marketing 
companies. "Where petrol comes from 
has nothing to do with my Company". 
Mr. Asekun is married with one daughter.

All this said, Mr. Asekun's story is 
without doubt the story of the transfor­
mation of a man without a background 
in oil from a top programmer in the NBC 
to a position of rapid competence and 
responsibility in an entirely new manage- 
ment capacity. 

“At the moment, 
she told pace setter, is'to 
through in the mechanical aspec 
equipments they buy and also 
them on how to handle s"rh ; ~ 

..... Asked why her profession 
I to ,0° fcw women, she answered 

„------ the graphy entails dealing with danj
government. 'This done, everything else poisonous chemicals. “You d 
is a matter of preference. But the name to buy 

> is profit." whole s

lography and photo-engraving an 
ghly specialised and technical pro 

in which you find too few

IS HE "ANOTHER DIRECTOR"?
He has been on the hot seat as an 

Executive Director of the Japan Petro­
leum Company for under six months, 
yet Mr. Femi Asekun is already carrying 

„  on his shoulders a heavier load of respon- 
the male monopoly in that field sibility than he had hitherto. When he 

was appointed only after a brief spell 
popularly known, with the Company, not a few people 
it the Department wondered whether Mr. Asekun was not 

University of Ibadan, 'another Director'; a Nigerian employee 
lays, produces them but of a PetroIleum Company wielding a big 
art because she likes to name but nonetheless powerless to do 
.cise and improve them, much to influence decisions and imple- 

. ment them in the interest of his fellow 
Nigerian workers.

F Had he actually faced this contradic- 
, tion, pacesetter asked him. Not at all was 

his reply. He added, "one unique thing 
about Japanese is that an employee is 
never expected to resign from his place of 
work. He is expected to grow and die 
with his Company. So my Company pro­
vides all its employees job satisfaction 
and good conditions of service. It is this 
standard which is responsible for the Ja­
panese economic miracle".

On the vexed question of oil companies 
not ploughing some of their profits to 
develop oil-producing areas, Mr. Asekun 
pointed out that oil companies had 
meet their contractual obligations to 1

FIRST NIGERIAN FEMALE PLAY­
WRIGHT.

IN Nigeria, women have invaded al­
most all fields of human endeavour ex­
cept playwrighting. But with the emer­
gence of Mrs. Nwazulu Sofola on the 
scene, 
has been broken.

Zulu Sofola, as she is | 
is a full time lecturer at 
of Theatre Arts, I 
She writes her play 
does not take part 
stand out to criticis

One of her plays, 'The Wedlock of 
the Gods" was presented at the Univer­
sity of Columbia in the United States of 
America. The play also won first place 
in this year's Federal Government Colle­
ges' Drama competition in Lagos.

'King Emene' also written by her, has 
been translated into the Norwegian lan­
guage for Radio Oslo.

With all her intelligence and charm, 
Zulu Sofola is a loving mother and 
devoted housewife. She told me that 
she still cooks, bakes and sews.

Talking of her experiences as the first 
Nigerian female playwright, Zulu Sofola 
said her only problem comes from the 
attitude of some men who feel that art 
is not for women, whom they claim have 
not got the brain to write plays.

'These men have gone to the extent 
of sabotaging the staging of my plans.

"When such a thing happens in the 
theatre where co-operation of everyone is 
needed, the whole thing becomes a hard 
battle.

Asked how she got 
to write, she declared: 
write stemmed from a wish to 
the black man in his true pen 
opposed to the jaundiced pi 
him by whites."

She stated that a writer who is not 
understandable either in thought, or in 
language is not communicating.

Lithe 
' two higl 
1 fessions

women.
For how do you fancy a woman 

stand in complete darkness in a closed 
room for hours on end, mixing chemicals; 
making sure light does not proliferate 
an expensive film and separating different 
shades of colours? Strange but not 
unusual and already, it is happening here 
in Lagos.

For the consultant to the VYB repro­
duction division in Apapa is a 33-year-old 
Nigerian Mrs. Inyang Brynjolf Pederson.

Inyang is a trained lithographer/photo- 
engraver who bestrides a man’s world 
like a colossus. Asked how she got into 
a man’s domain, Mrs. Pederson explained 
that this was not unconnected with “my 
instinct to do tilings with my hands”.

my main role here, 
is to put customers 

UUMJ aspects of the 
sy buy and also to train 
handle such equipments.”

i appeals to 
i that litho- 
ngerous and 

.vu don’t want
r a dress or two every week and the 
 set-up is so manly and involves a 

lot of time. I wouldn’t really blame 
, women for not going into it. It is the 

same everywhere”, she added.
Inyang who is married to a Danish 

lecturer, Mr. Pederson resides with her 
family in the College of Technology 
compound in Yaba.

Asked what it involves to co-exist 
with a white, she replied cheerfully, I 
“Well they are all human. It is according I 
to the man you have and my man is just |

sr pre 
she ar
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being devoted daih 
met any student g

girls in as man^ 
/en working, t

nes. 
>< iiour 
I never 
i’s Me

'dog-t-----
fertility.

thod, I can only depend on what has been 
written on the subject to judge the 
plausibility of the Rimmer-Chartham cla­
ims. From what I've read, if you carry 

e course as prescribed, it is claimed 
you can add at least an inch to the 

th and girth of your penis. One inch 
may sound small, but it's definitely a 
morale booster if nothing else. And if 

i are worried about your penile size, 
it you really need is a morale booster. 
POLLJUVEN: This is said to be a 
’paration from freshly fermented pollen. 

Is suppos J * L--------’
~~*'ties.

him. I know that this man has worn out 
four teenage girls in as many months. If 
it is Polljuven working, then it's not 
doing badly.

SENSITIZING and DESENSITIZING 
many product 
From Blakoe, 
These sensiti- 

a---------- . ays are designed to help
--------------------------------- .._j -|red |ovef. get h!s pecker 

.and keepitup.and hard. The Desensi- 
ing creams, sprays, and balms are guaran- 
:d to restrain penile greed, and banish 

?mature ejaculations for a 
J these creams are unisex 

specific 
‘here are

range 
agging 

) lUHUHAt-l fluid which "pro­
electrifying effect to stimulate

' reason 
------ ...th sex".

It has been proven that the basic element 
that all these medications contain is 
Vitamin E. So to those adventurous or 
disenchanted people who cannot find 
these wonder drugs, I advise that they 
start paying serious attention to their 
vitamin balance. 'E'.....that is the word
for zest.

Then of course there are the stimula­
tors. It must be here noted that 90 per 
cent of these artifices are constructed for 
the pleasuresof the female body. There is 
the battery-powered artificial dildo that 
is commonly termed the VIBRATOR, 

/ho eel There are many manufacturers of this 
»nThie ^‘^Yourself 9ad get, but they all serve 

the same basic purpose, which is to 
vigorously but gently message the female 
erogenous zones. This is an efficient 
masturbatory device for the young lady 
who wants to do her own thing. It can 
also be used by a- man suffering from 
premature ejaculation. He could message 
his partner to within three-quarters of her

mg a good lover is a wholetime job. other nation. The English however had v 
is why so many lovers fail. But a few other sex aids to their credit. One F

of these, was the root of the Orchis, 'ms- 
commonly known as "dog-stones", which out tbe 
was eaten to increase fertility. Another tbat 

- , was the forked mandrake which, probably fengtf
pled with laissez-faire edonism have because of its phallic appearance, became 

renowned as a cure for sexual weakness.
Here in Nigeria, there exists in Opobo Y°u 

town a highly reputed and acclaimed what 
aphrodisiac concocted from a mixture of 
barks, rushes and roots. Thosewhohave Pr®P- --------- ...
tried it and got so stimulated that they 11 *s supposed to have amazing restorative 
could not even sit down for longer than properties. But a report in one US-based 
five minutes at a time would confirm its international glamour tabloid dismissed 
aphrodisiac potential. It has highly resto- these claims as absolutely misleading, 
rative powers; but unless it is taken inaccurate . I ve met a man who 
minimally, it produces such a painful and insists Jhat it worked, and sth I works, for 
extreme erection as to cause virtuosity. 1 1 *"•'*•*' *k'** ♦ 1

long-term research has 
into their qualities. The scope ai.„____,
of today's sex aids leave little t ' 
sired. These aids range from medications 
to be chewed, drank or rubbed; through 
visual aids employing colours, fetishes, 
fantasies, or patterns; to external stimu­
lators guaranteed to make human inter­
course appear redundant; stimulatory 
devices that some owners could easily fall 
in love with; health centres and cures 
involving psychic courses in the control 
of erogenous responses.

There are a-few of these modern aids 
that merit a few words here.

SCEPTICISM.
In this age of scepticism and modern ___

science, it is normal for sex aids to be SEXAGENTS: There are many 
scoffed at unless intensive, objective and names within this category.

’ 1 been conducted through inverma, to Stud, 
and variety sing creams or spra^ 

le to be de- the over worked, tir

tisinc
teeo
the curse of prerr 
period. Some of 
(e.g. Bladie's) but most have 
instructions as to gender usage. Tf 
a few that promise even the coldest of 
women rapturous and easy orgasms - 
maybe even multi orgasms.

ORAL MEDICATIONS: These ran 
from Everfit pills ("to life your saggi

™ bhak,?ehexer?ishr:simple, medically designed and approved the man or woman who for 
device helps you shrug off dullness, giving fee,s temporarily disenchanted witf 
you heightened pleasure and greater stay.ng |1 has been nrnvpn that fho hac!n al 
power", so reads the manufacturer's adver­
tisements for this modern gadget. But 
three young Nigerians (one of them a girl) 
who have had the opportunity to put the 
energiser to the test, expressed guarded 
scepticism as to the acceptability of the 
manufacturer's claims. Gbemi, whose 
West Indian boyfriend had used this 
artifice, says: "It boosts your ego more 
than it does your penile power".

Two Americans, Paul Rimmer and 
Dr. Chartham claim to have perfected a 
process, they term the CHARTHAM 
METHOD, "that will help men who feel 
that nature was not generous e 
when bestowing them with penes." This 
is a course of exercises, manipulations 
and message, together with a vacuum 

'pain in its passive (masochism) or active developer, supposed to imporve the len- 
(sadism) forms. Social researchers claim 9th and circumference of most pent 
that there existed more sadists and maso- The course lasts for twelve weeks, an ho 
chists in England then than existed in any bein9 devoted daily to it. Having 

mat anw ctnHont of Dr. Chartham'

Ben 
That i 
sexual incompleteness is not an aber­
ration unique to this or any other gene- 
- I,on. It is as old as sex itself. But 
i>:e demands of today's industrial society 
coupled with laissez-faire edonism have 
conspired to wilter away the sexual pro­

of the present generation preventing 
it from being as sexually potent and 
adequate as its predecessor. Yet being 
an investigative, analytic and prolific ani­
mal, mankind started inventing and dis­
covering sex aids from the beginning of 
time. Indeed, whatever was in the fruit 
Eve offered Adam, we are at least positive 
that its effect could be safely deemed 
aphrodisiac.

Long before Henry the Navigator, the 
"discoverer" (according to basic history 
texts) of Africa could crawl, African 
societies had delved into the ticklish and 
intimate problems of sexual inadequacy 
and evolved a science to produce sex aids. 
The sexual prowess and potency of an 
ancient Ethiopian tribe grew so prodi- 
guously, after their religious leaders had 
discovered the stimulatory effects of pow­
dered Rhinoceros Horns, that this age- 
old aphrodisiac is still employed today 
even in far-off North America. The 
modern demand for this aid has compe­
lled the Rhino Preservation Society to 
take a firm stand against the slaughter of 
this fast-disappearing species.

During the French Revolution, a few 
peasant citizens announced that Pruffles 
(a type of mushrooms) are guaranteed 
aphrodisiacs. In less than twelve months 
after this declaration, Pruffles cost so 
much that only the privilcdged citizens 
and Citoyenues could afford to indulge 
themselves in this amor-boosting meal. 
In fact, it was rumoured, and some still 
believe, that the citizen Emperor-General 
Napoleon was very dependent on the 
love qualities of these mushrooms.

India, in the age of the thousand 
nights, was a sensual community that 
industriously plied the ecstatic paths of 
sex research and pleasures. All the sense 
would be externally stimulated by serene 
music, mesmerising dancing, mouth-wate­
ring flavours, expensive perfumes, 
intoxicating incenses, and softly caressing 
intimate fingers belonging to beautiful vir­
gins. They were masters of the sex art.

Due to their highly conventional un­
emotional lifestyles, the Elizabethans 
employed only their fantasies and 
idiosyncrasies as sex aids. Algolagnia was 
the major of these. Algolagnia is a 
sexual deviation that is directly related to 
pain in its passive (masochism) or active 
(sadism) forms. Social researchers claim
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gentlemen. Can 
myself be tied t

there is a wide 
designed to be

• very expedient because prep; 
ling liberalized (not the goinc 
ZmENT type) and are 
riment more. The elec- 
t media have allowed

tors, 
products c 
penis before intercourse, 
have frills, protrusions, 

>age the sen- 
mitals (espe-

are prepared to 
jartners by learning 
foreplay, you need 

I. No matter 
mis be long or short, fat 
ve or deadened a bit

you are 
stories 
go aha 
tWOfc,.____..... ..

ape the tortures of bging physi 
licted to a scarce, resistance-forr 

poison.

SADISM
The Marquis de la Sade unwittingly 

gave his name to an aberration that one 
finds it hard to understand until it is 
remembered that variety is the spice of 
life. Sadism when transmitted into sexual 
pleasure is a crucial aid to some ladies and 

~ i you imagine me letting 
to a chair naked, to be

THE NIGERIAN SOCIETY.
Now that we have summarily reviewed 

the sex-aids on the market, let us have an 
inside look at the Nigerian society, and 
its preparedness for these modern gadgets 
of pleasure. Traditionally, the Nigerian 
man is little more than aselfish automated 
animal when it comes to sex. He couldn't 
care whether his partner enjoys hu,:Jf 
or not, provided he is allowed to "do two 
or three rounds". Pre-coital foreplay, 
and post-intercourse love-making means 
very little to him. He would kiss the 
lass a few times, knead her breasts briefly, 
then roll on top — time for business.

But the new breed of Nigerians, espe­
cially the young adults, are attempting 
to remove this stigma of detached physi­
cal motions that suppress the emotional,

whipped by a beautiful demented female 
that insists she can only come off (cli­
max) that way? No, thank you. But 
even that is more reasonable than maso­
chism in which case a man (or worns-’ 

' 1 ’ ) unless you admi- 
ie punishment to him. Edmund 

 late American orator, admitted 
that "we humans have a degree of delight 
in the real misfortunes and pains of 
others". I agree with him. 1 can under­
stand (though not approve) a man who 
enjoys seeing others suffer (it gives him 
a false psychological security) but what Nigerian ^VsteR, 
one gains, from being irrationally subjec- sex-objects with 
ted to physical and mental torture, esca- want the Qjuir,n 
pes me. There are literally thousands factory, 
that depend on these traumatic and 
dramatic sex-aids for their sexual satis­
faction.

seen as amounting to psychic reparations 
- payments for abuses dating back to the 
days when Jaja of Opobo's coming was 
but a prophetic future vision.

]an) This demanding process has rendered 
imp hallowed definitions of masculinity base­

less. Traditional sex rules are becoming 
blurry. Today, to assert the traditional 
"male chauvinism" of dominance, po­
wer, stoicism, bravery, independence, agg­
ression, competition and tough indifferen­
ce is derided by the enlightened female 

N°w the soul sisters, at least the
, want to be treated as 

bex-oojects witn intellect. In bed, they 
want the giving to be mutual and satis-

climaxing, and then bring both of them 
to a nultaneous orgasm through inter- 
cc-. ■ The intensity of a woman's 

. produced by a vibrator is likely 
greater than one achieved through 

rse. But no woman can fall in 
th a vibrator, so take heart, you 
s reading this, 
on stimulate 

• ot rubber 
. over the

Tn.-ie products  r 
□nd knobs designed to messaj 
sitive areas of the female ger. 
-‘ally the clitoris).

For the man who needs it, there is a 
vibrator for men. It is normally built into 
tubes that are slipped over the penis to 
affect a sensual messaging to ejaculation. 
But things are getting more life-like (even 
•f ridiculous). Specially designed and 
constructed inflatable life-size dolls are -  
on the market in the USA, across Eurosia, cannot come (climax) 
and on the quiet-quiet in some African nlst*r some Punishment 
countries. Even in Lag< s. These dolls Burke^ late Ame.ncen 
allow lonely guys to work off some of 3 " 
their pent-up emotions in them.

Of course we must not down-play the 
effects of all forms of pornography: 
writings, graphics, films, strip-tease shows, 
and fantasy. However, since these are not 
guaranteed to increase sexual prowess or 
desire, we shall skip them.

DRUGS.
Some connoisseurs of the artful science dramatic sex-aids for their sexual satis- Which brings us to sex aids for the 

of sex resort to the euphoria-producing faction. folks who agree that nothing is new under
drugs like alcohol, marijuana, ampheta- WircDiAM cnriFTV the Sun> lf you need them> and 03,1 lay
mines (speed) and cocaine (please don't NlbtHlAN ouuiciy. your hands on them, please go ahead and
fool yourself that cocaine isn't on the Now that we have summarily reviewed try. Discuss this over with your soul 
Nigerian scene). Alcohol is not a reco- the sex-aids on the market, let us have an partners, but don't attempt to forcefully 
mmendable aphrodisiac since its positi- inside look at the Nigerian society, and convince anyone that they must be used, 
vism is checked by a negative incapaci- its preparedness for these modern gadgets There, are millions (over half of the 
tation. It's like giving a keen sword to a of pleasure. Traditionally, the Nigerian world's population) who do not use any 
tired and disinterested swordsman, man is little more than aselfish automated sexual aids yet get the best out of sex. 
Marijuana researchers claim that the drug animal when it comes to sex. He couldn't Do not forget that everything can be 
could have some aphrodisiac qualities - care whether his partner enjoys herself faked except an erection. It is the one 
but please don't forget the law of the land, or not, provided he is allowed to "do two fact of masculinity that exists. If you 
Amphetamines are medically recommen- or three rounds". Pre-coital foreplay, men can get it up, can have pleasant 
ded stimulants, but very dangerous ones and post-intercourse love-making means intercourse for at least three minutes 
if abused - so lay off them if you can. very little to him. He would kiss the before ejaculating, and 
If you know where to get cocaine, and if lass a few times, knead her breasts briefly, cooperate with your pai 

not scared by all those true then roll on top - time for business, the science of sexual ft 
you hear about this killer drug. But the new breed of Nigerians, espe- not worry. You are normal.

go ahead and try it. Maybe after one or cially the young adults, are attempting whether your pen' 
two lays you'll peacefully pass away, and to remove this stigma of detached physi- or thin, sensitive 
escape the tortures of being physically cal motions that suppress the emotional, (within reason), 
addicted to a scarce, resistance-forming, the mental, and the completely ecstatic And for you women that find that 

fusion of two minds and two bodies into most of the time it's happening, you're 
one entity. This is very expedient because preparing the next meal in your mind, 
our females are getting liberalized (not the going through practised mechanical me- 
FEMINIST MOVEMENT type) and are thods, and praying "I hope he finishes 
prepared to experiment more. The elec- soon. The oaf is killing me"; I say try 
tronic and print media have allowed sex aids. Maybe your frigidity is a 
women to communicate with one another temporary ailment resultant of your not 
as never before. It has allowed women communicating efficiently with him.
an outlet of feelings and desires that But if you do not agree with my views, 
attempt to place manhood on trial. They folks, just.forget everything I've said, and 
now demand from men what could be stick to your own unique sex modus.
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sive concep* 
see in prac» 
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and how the

>ved a rather elu- 
: is instructive to 

various expert 
with the problem 

recommendations varied

existing revenue-sharing 
cunent acrimonious reve- 

diich all the States of the 
;r as fair. This is 
irience in Nigeria

which did not satisfy all the Regions all 
of the time.

Of the three principles guiding revenue 
allocation, namely — derivation; need; 
and national interest; each was given 
varying emphasis at each of the Nigerian 
constitutional conferences held in 1950; 
1953; 1957 and in 1958.

So far, five expert Committees have sat 
to study and make recommendations on 
an ideal or widely acceptable basis of 
revenue sharing in a federal Nigeria.

The first was the Hicks Commission of 
1951; the next was that headed by Sir 
Louis Chick in 1953; the third was that 
led by Sir Jeremy Raisman which repor­
ted in 1958. Then Mr. KJ. Binns headed 
another expert Committee which repor­
ted in 1965.

The last revenue allocation committee 
which sat in Nigeria was that chairmanned 
by the late Chief I.O. Dina and which 
reported during the Nigerian civil war in 
1968.

In the final analysis, all these expert 
committees seem to have been playing 
variations on the theme of how best to 

e government revenue in a federal 
rria.
iscal fairness has proi 

ept, but then it 
ractice how the 

grappled 
icir recon

political and constitutional

-8 For example, Nigeria started a federal 
egion. arrangement with three Regions and a 
it that federal government at the Centre. Curren- 

tly, we now have 12 States in the federa­
tion and nobody can say for sure whether 
or not we shall have more States in the 
future.

These pc 
cal effects

State with regard to petroleum are NOW 
in a position similar to that of the former 
Western Region with regard to cocoa 
during the boom period of the Korean 
war in the early 1950’s.

The problem of how to arrive at a fair m ..
basis of revenue allocation arose precisely was asked to i 

-i------- -> from a unitary the financial
federal consti- a unitary to 

ment in Nigeria.
After an exhaustive study of the prob­

lem, he concluded that the Pnn£*P ® 
derivation favoured thef former ^Western 
Region; 
the forr 
fessed tl 
he could discover that woi 
to the former Eastern Region.

In the circumstances. Government res­
orted to all sorts of fiscal compromises

r the principle of Need favoured 
rmer Northern Region. He con- 
that there was nc principle which 
• • - >uld do justice

Debate in Nigeria: A Chapter of Opportunism 
By Olu Akaraogun.

Currently and in the years ahead, Nige­
ria is expected to earn fantastic revenues, 
almost beyond the dream of avarice, from 
her petroleum trade.

In the current fiscal year, it is expec­
ted that 72 per cent of federal revenues 
will be derived from petroleum.

All this has led to a passionate and 
sometimes acrimonious debate over how 
best to share revenues between the fede­
ral government and the constituent States 
of the federation.

This is what the debate on revenue 
allocation in Nigeria is all about.

Before crude petroleum became a domi­
nant economic asset for Nigeria, the coun­
try earned her foreign exchange from the 
sale of a few export commodities such as 
cocoa, groundnuts, cotton, palm-kernels 
and rubber.

The country also earned foreign ex­
change from the sale of tin ore and colum­
bite mined from the Plateau minesfield.

Before Shell-BP started to market Nige­
ria’s crude petroleum abroad, the federal 
government earned revenue mainly from 
Customs and Excise duties on a variety of 
items.

The share of Customs and Excise reve­
nue going to the former Regions depended 
on the volume of goods imported or 
exported from the different Regions.

During the boom period of the Korean evolve with 
war and up till the middle 1950’s, the changes, 
greatest volume of imports went to the “ 
Lagos and the former Western Region. 
That was why the Western Region at___
period was a champion of sharing revenue 
on the principle of derivation.

Thus, even before petroleum became a 
major export commodity, the different ______
Regions had always squabbled over how These political changes have had radi­
best to share revenue accruing from the ca] effects on e_-.L.D ----------
export sales of cocoa,cotton, groundnuts, formula The current acrimonioi 
palm-kernel, tin ore, hides and skin. nue sharing which all

Both the Mid-West State and the Rivers federation will consider 
c*"*“ —.*1. j • not easy, as our expci

since 1946 has shown.
Sir Sydney Phillipson was an astute 

civil servant who grappled with this prob­
lem of revenue sharing in its earlies 
stages. He was a Financial Secretary who

’ ’ ‘ consider among other things, 
implications of shifting from 
a federal system of govern-

because Nigeria changed fror 
form of government to a fv<. 
tutional arrangement.

In a federal system, the problem arises 
how to achieve fairness in revenue matters 
between the Centre and the States on 
one hand; and between the different 
States on the other hand.

experience elsewhere and in Nigeria 
shown that there cannot be a static 

conception of what is a fair revenue allo­
cation formula. The ideal thing is to 
evolve a dynamic system, which will



own 
rated

7

presents in a 
j terms of ref- 

the conclu- 
is of the five

anges and with 
of political and

Genera/ Yafcu&u Gowon -Head of State
NEWBREED DECEMBER 1974

with constitutional chai 
changes in the balance c 
ecoi'i me forces.

the whole, it is safe to say that 
should venture an opinion on the 
allocation debate in Nigeria with- 
icquaintance with the problems 
nmas which the five expert com- 

nave revealed.
BREED therefore j 
•gical sequence, the 

the observations;
and recommendations ....

< 1 committees which have so far
-'•■d the problem of revenue allocation 

in Nigeria.
The first was that headed by an Oxford 

expert in Public Finance, Dr. J.R. Hicks.

ALLOCATION—
But to reduce the revenue of the 1 

so as to give it no more than it cou 
claim on the principle of derivation 
the principle of need, would involve 
large a reduction as to invite a cats

nues.
* The principle of derivation.
* The principle of needs.
* The principle of national interest.
The proportions in which the four trophe.”

^cn Commission admitti 
in a mood of desperation mixed wii 
frustration:

“An allocation of revenue which wi 
satisfy the reasonable claims of the Non 
and of the West is not difficult to di 
cover; but one which will satisfy all th 
claims which the Eastern Region, as 
result of a series of historical accident 
had been allowed to develop, is pas 
the wit of rpan to devise”.

This was the observation in 1951 of ; 
committee of expatriate officials whi 
'-quid not be readily accused of bias ir 
mvour of one Nigerian ethnic groui 
against the other.

With the benefit of hindsight, one car 
only say that in 1951, with regard tc 
revenue allocation, the Eastern Region 
was the problem child of the federation 
an unenviable position which the Western 
State was to occupy much later.

Before the Hicks Commission sat, the 
Nigerian Government had established a 
scries of “ideal percentages” to guide it 
in its allocation of revenues to the Regions 
after the introduction of the Richard’s

THE HICKS COMMISSION
Arising from the 1950 Ibadan confe­

rence of the review of  ~ 
titution.t 
revenue allocation reviex 
Nigeria (Hicks) wuo ivuvn».

“An expert and independent enquiry 
should be undertaken in consultation 
with all concerned, to submit proposals 
to the Govcmor-in-Council for division of 
revenue over a period of five years bet­
ween the three Regions and the Central 
Nigerian Services, in order to achieve in 
that time a progressively more equitable 
division of revenue as between the three 
separate Regions and the Centre.”

“If investigation by the expert com­
mittee proves that one Region has been 
unfairly treated during past years, that 
Region should be allowed a block grant 
so as to make up for part of what it has

This was the main objective of the 
Hicks revenue allocation committee which 
was set up after the constitutional review 
conference held in Ibadan in 1950.

It is relevant to explain that under the 
Richard’s Constitution, the Regional Coun­
cils did not possess legislative powers.

The financial powers of the Regional 
Councils were limited to the review of 
the annual and supplementary estimates 
of expenditure on services and works 
classified as Regional.

The Regional Councils did not possess 
any legal pqwer of raising or appropria­
ting revenue for regional expenditure, a 
fact which was implicit in their lack of 
any legislative powers at all.

All revenues available for Regional 
purposes, whether they were “declared 
regional” or not, were voted to the Regions 
by the Legislative Council of Nigeria 
as lump sum grants, each grant constitu­
ting a separate head of expenditure in the 
Estimates of Nigeria.

Broadly speaking, the Hicks Commi­
ssion based their recommendations on 
four principles:

• The principle of independent reve-

on the J 
cause the 
the lion’s share 
too mi 
would 
swallow

The 1 ....  .
hold a balance between these competing 
claims.

There remained the problem of the 
Eastern Region. It was found by the 
Hicks Commission tliat the East received 
during 1951, a larger allocation out of 
“non-dcclared revenue” than either the 
West or the North; the Commission con­
fessed that there was no principle which 
they had been able to discover which 
justified an allocation to the Eastern 
Region of the size which it received in 
1951.

The Hicks Commission confessed their 
dilemma in the following terms:

“Greater stress on derivation moved the 
advantage in favour of the West; greater 
stress on need moved it in favour of the 
North; both principles went against the 
Eastern Region; if the 1951 allocation 
to the East was used as a basis of measure­
ment.”

“We have to face the fact that the 
Eastern Region is a poor area (that was 
in 1951) which during the period pre- 
ceeding 1947 became possessed of a sys­
tem of public services more expensive 
than it could have financed from its 0"m 
resources had those in fact been separatvu 
from the general resources of Nigeria, or 
from the share of the general revenues of 
Nigeria which could be allocated to it on 
any fair system of distribution.

principles were mixed were not clear. 
The impact on each Region of Nigeria 
depended on the proportional mix of the 
four principles guiding revenue allocation.

If more weight was given to the prin­
ciple of independent revenues, there was 
a shift in the total distribution of revenue 
in favour of the richer and more developed 
Regions. In practice, the more principles 
of independent revenues and the princi- 

Jvrivation were pushed at the 
:f ±3 other principles, the more 

*iven to the Western Region and the 
j both the Northern and Eastern .

. . , coult 
principle favOi 
'avoura-

, it was 
 and the

West, the distribution of revenue depen­
ded very much upon the relative weights 
which were given to the principles of 
needs or of derivation respectively.

It was observed that too mi 
principle of derivatioi 

j Western Region to swallow vp 
of all the funds available;

luch stress on the principle of needs   
cause the Northern Region to Constitution. 

' up the lion’s share also.
Hicks Commission attempted to

of independ.... 
pie of derivatii 
expense of the g 
was given to the Western Region 
less to both the Northern and

ig from the 1950 Ibadan confe- Distribution according tothepri; 
the review of the Nigerian Cons- of needs on the other hand, was fai 
the terms of reference of the first ble to the Northern Regions. Thus, 
allocation review committee in found that as between the North an 

(Hicks’) was as follows: West, the distribution of revenue d

pus 
icipk

»e wei
“riples
«.vly.
luch stress 
jn would 
..’How up 

lilablc;
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The following tables give some idea of 

how these “ideal percentages” worked 
out in practice.

The amount 
determined f

among Nige- 
___ ation clearly 
given before the

46 per cent
43.9 per cent

45 per cent
41.7 per cent

30 per cent
30.6 per cent

29 per cent
27.4 per cent

East __
34.6 per cent
37:1 per cent
36.4 per cent

West
24.7 per cent
28.0 per cent
27.9 per eent

North
40.7 per cent
34.8 per cent
35.7 per cent

Year______
1948 -49 
1949-50
1950 -51

24 per cc
25.5 per c-

26 per c
30.9 per c

u.cnue 
eviden

Year________
As laid <|own 
by Government

1948 —49~

1949 -50 
1950-51

principle of derivation, the 
ry little case at all ”

g examined the problem of reve- 
tcation and having openly admi- *

NOTE: It is interesting to see from these 
figures how both the North and 
the West in actual fact received 
less than their estimated “ideal 
percentages”; while the East, in 
every year, received more than 
its estimated “ideal percentages”. 
It was not the only instance 
where in the matter of revenue 
allocations there was a divergence 
between what was considered to 
be ideal and what was in fact 
practicable.

should be paid to the Northern Region 
in order to assist it to make up for the 
deficiencies .in equipment, especially 
of schools.
The Hicks Revenue Allocation report 

was signed by both Dr. J.R. Hicks of 
Nuffield College, Oxford and by the 

Incy Phillipson, a former 
iretary to the Government

late Sir Sydnc’ 
Financial Seen., 
of Nigeria.

The recommendations were legally em­
bodied in Nigeria (Revenue Allocation) 
Order-in-Council 1951.

The differences in views a 
rians about revenue allocat 
emerged in the evidence 
Commission.

The Western Region wanted the prin­
ciple of derivation adopted; the Northern 
Region favoured the principle of needs, 
while the Eastern Region wanted .the 
principle of national interest.

In a nutshell, each Region advocated 
the adoption of a principle which would 
yield it maximum gain in the revenue­
sharing exercise. This attitude persists 
however clumsily commissioners, minis­
ters, military leaders and civil servants

Commenting on these ideal percen­
tages, the Hicks Commission said:

“The official ideal percentages have led 
the Northern Region to suppose that it 
has been receiving less than its due on the 
principle of derivation. That money which 
should have gone to the Northern Region 
has been going to the East.”

“This belief on the part of the Nor­
thern Region has been a large part of 
the reason for the appointment of the 
Hicks Commission. Now, investigate" 
of the calculations seems to show tl.ul 
this Northern belief is largely mistaken. 
It is very probable that the “ideal per­
centages” attributed to the Northern 
Region was much too large.” *

“This is not to say that the North has 
no case for revision of the allocations of 
revenue in its favour. It hasaa strong 
case, but its case must be based on the 
principle of NEEDS, not on that of 
derivation.”

“On the [ 
North has verj

Having 
nuc alloca

tted their confusion and dilemmas, the 
Hicks Revenue Allocation Committee made 
the following recommendations:
* Revenue already declared Regional sh­

ould be handed over to complete 
Regional control with the Regions 
having power to fix such rates of tax 
as they think fit.

* The tax on motor spirit should also be 
handed over to complete Regional 
control.

Jthat * One t*ie revenue from taxes on 
tobacco and cigarettes should be allo­
cated to the Regions in accordance 
with consumption.
A grant of substantial amount should 
be given to each Region for every 
adult male tax-payer in that Region, 

t of this grant should be 
_________ from lime to time by the 
Council of Ministers.

* A plan is proposed whereby a uniform 
system of income taxation should be 
imposed on all tax-payers in all parts 
of Nigeria.
A special once-for-all capital grant
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HAUT GOUJTSJRE

A caped top on a straight skirt with slit. A Frank Usher three-piece with sleeveless tank top

Ishmael Alabi.

Sleeved blouse on pleated knee-length skirt. A Kimono topped dinner dress with contrast sash

e skirts 
juses. 
pull­

use from 
istingui

»°«

woolen bo nr 
range of bag 

. They were 
of cot 
first

That’s it.
The fashion trend this Chr> 

stmas m Lagos and other ma 
jor world capitals is the Skirt. 
The Skirt is back in vogue 
and with blouses and match 
mg waist coats, they form 
just the thing to combine 
sporting line, comfort and 
elegance.

High fashion to be sure is 
already in Lagos, fashions 
that are inspired to varying 
degrees by what is happening 
in the saloons of the high 
fashion couturiers in Europe 
and elsewhere. Our problem 
here however is that with 
the proliferation of boutiques 
and fashion houses in the 
urban centres, so many peo­
ple have already gone into 
business for business sake 
without basic knowledge of 
fashion tastes that it is diffi­
cult to separate the chaff 
from the gram.

This nevertheless is a funda­
mental element of fashion gro­
wth which should right with 
time.

So it was that not too many 
people were in for the surprises 
which unfolded recently at a 
charity fashion show organised 
by the Dolphin Fashion House 
is a sub urban apartment at 
Cameron Road, Ikoyi. It was 
a Christmas stock which woul 
do pride to the wardrobe of 
an Arab oil mogul.

It drew wild applaus 
the select cream of dist 
shed personalities, man. , 
women, who were present

For there were many and 
varied styles for the skirt; 
large skirts, slim skirts, flo­
wing skirts well cut on the 
hips which do not widen with 
very smart waist line.

And going with the 
were such items as bloc 
shoes, thin and thick pull­
overs, woolen bonnet and a 
whole range of bags and bra­
celets. They were all impor­
ted items of course, but actua 
lly for the first time, they 
were the originals, shipped 
from Europe from such repu 
table fashion houses like Frank 
Usher. Dior and Saint Laurent.

But the biggest surprise 
of the evening were the Dol­
phin creations, themselves, 
made and tailored in Nigeria 
for the woman with taste, 
wanting elegance and comfort 
all draped in one. Those long 
flowing embroidered evening 
outfits were really smashing 
Haul couture, that's it.
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THE LOUIS CHICK REVENUE ALLO­
CATION REPORT.

Two years after the Hicks’ recommen­
dations were adopted, Nigerians held ano­
ther conference to review their consti­
tution.

camouflage 
criteria of 
interest”.

were to 
lined by the

n of Nigeria and the 
 i of revenues, and to 

make recommendations therein.
SIR JEREMY RAISMAN COMMISSION Co^on“Re'X" 

Among other things, the Raisman Com- Government and the West Regional Go- 
mission attempted to cure certain defects vemment advocated maximum deccntra-

»ove, the 
field of 

jsult of the 
eral terri-

their motives with alleged 
“objectivity” and “national

These defects include the following: 
ident reve- 

Regions.
* The deficiencies in the application of 

the principle of derivation, particu­
larly as it relates to the allocation to 
the Regions of their share of import 
duties derived from sources other than 
motor spirit and tobacco.

* The absence of any provision which 
would differentiate at all between the 
particular needs of a Region and the 
revenues arising within its boundaries. 
Specifically, the Raisman Commission

on revenue allocation was given the follo­
wing terms of reference:
1. To examine the existing (1958) divi­

sion of powers to levy taxation in the 
Federation of Nigeria and the 
system of allocation of the revenue 
thereby derived in the light of:-
(a) cxperiencc of the system to date,
(b) the allocation of functions between 

the governments in the federation 
as agreed at the conference (1957);

(c) the desirability of securing the 
maximum possible proportion of 
the income of Regional Govern­
ments should be within the exclu­
sive power of those governments to 
levy and to collect, taking into 
account considerations of national 
and inter-regional policy;

(d) in connection with (c) abo\ 
special problems in the C 
indirect taxation as a resul 
position of Lagos as a feder 
tory;

(e) insofaras the independent revenues 
that can be secured for the various 
governments are insufficient to pro­
vide not only for their immediate 
needs but also for a reasonable 
degree of expansion, and bearing 
in mind the federal government’s own 
further needs, the desirability of 
allocating further federal revenue 
in accordance with such arrange­
ments as will best serve the overall 
interests of the Federation of Nige­
ria as a whole.

Let us remind ourselves that when the 
Raisman Commission was appointed in 
1958, Nigeria was still a British Colony.

It was a federation consisting of three 
Regions - East, West and Lagos; and 
North. Southern Cameroons was treated 
as part of the Eastern Region of Nigeria 
for purposes of revenue allocation.

In their evidence 
Commission, both

motor spirit, which had been noticed in the working of
50 per cent of all export duties, the Louis Chick revenue allocation sys- 
The full amount of personal income i icin.
tax levied and collected by the federal Ti.v-v e.
government is returned to the Region * The limited range of indepent 
in which the tax payers (Africans) arc nucs in the hands of the 
resident,
All mining royalties and rents;
Fees for small craft licences.

* Revenues collected by the Federal 
government but shared out to the 
various Regions in the fixed propor­
tions of:
40 per cent to the West,
30 per cent to the North;
29 per cent to the East;
1 per cent to the Southern Cameroon.
— ------- ~e cr) per cent

ities other
These revenues consist of 50 
of the proceeds of import dut 
than those on motor spirits and tobacco.

♦ Revenues collected and retained by 
the Regional Governments:
Direct tax; Produce Sales tax; licence 
fees and service fees; interest on loans 
and earnings on surplus fund invested; 
revenue from Regional departments 
and undertakings.
Since at present the bitterness over 

has something to do wit 
t accruing from petroleui.. 

sales, it is significant to note that between 
1954 and 1959, all mining royalties and 
rents (including those from petroleum) 
were to be given wholly or in part to the 
Regions, according to and in proportion 
to the Regional consumption or ORIGIN 
of products or commodities.

ang of evidence Qne general observation which should 
all over Nigeria, be maijc about the Louis Chick report is 

' ' (hat it showed a definite transition from
a multiplicity of principles of revenue 
allocation to a sole criterion of revenue 
sharing based on the principle of deriva­
tion.

At the 1953 Constitutional Conference, 
bc there were two opposing views:

That of maximum regional fiscal auto­
nomy and financial independence and;

That of a national economic policy 
leading to balanced development.

There has never been satisfaction over 
long period with any formula of revenue

Dissatisfaction with the practical wor-

Thesc series of conferences were inten­
ded,at least by Nigerians,to give themselves 
greater say over their own affairs, leading 
in the end to total political independence.

The 1953 Constitutional Conference, 
among other things, decided to appoint a 
Fiscal Commissioner to examine and re­
port on the financial effects of the newly 
proposed constitutional arrangements.

The conference laid down the guide­
lines that the principles of NEEDS and 
national interest should NOT be applied 
in future to revenue allocation.

One major feature of the report on 
revenue sharing by Sir Louis Chick was 
its emphasis on the principle of derivation.

In his terms of reference. Sir Louis 
Chick was asked, among other tlungs, to Qintc Ul 
give regard to “the need to provide the rcvcnuc , 
Regions and the Centre an adequate t)ic yast amount 
measure of fiscal autonomy within their sales, it is sienific 
that the total revenue available to Nigeria 
is allocated in such a way that the 
principle of DERIVATION is followed 
to the fullest degree compatible with 
meeting the reasonable needs of the Centre 
and each of the Regions”.

After the usual takim r 
from interested parties all over Nigcri 
the Fiscal Commissioner, Sir Louis Chick 
made the following recommendations 
which were implemented and remained 
in force between 1954-1959.

The important features of the Chick 
recommendations are these:
* The following revenues i 

collected and wholly rctai 
federal government:
50 per cent of the net proceeds of all
export duties;
25 per cent of the import duties on
tobacco; aL..or--
50 per cent of the net proceeds of sharing in Nigeria.
import duties other than those on Dissatisfaction with the practical wor- 
motor spirits and tobacco company tax. of the Louis Chick revenue sharing

* Revenue collected by the Federal system led to the appointment of another
Government but assigned wholly or Fiscal Commission in 1957.
in part to the Regions according to That commission was to examine the 
and in proportion to the Regional existing division of powers to levy taxa-
consumption or origin of products or tjon jn the Federation of Nigeria and the 
commodities: system of allocation of revenues, end tc
50 per cent of the import duty on ' ' 
tobacco;
50 per cent of all excise duties,
100 per cent of the import duty on
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revenue allocation committee 
ally asked to review the folio-

jula for the distribution of 
. he “Distributable Pool Accou-

— £2 million
(533 percent) 
- £0.8 million

objectives, 
icndcd two

•mprormse 
of derivat

revenue allocation committee 
as headed by Mr. KJ. Binns and 

reported in 1965 was the first of 
id since Nigeria attained political

inder 
in tii

Tin. 
was 
wing
1. TI 

pn
2. Tl.

di. 
ini 
th

ice in 1960, It was the fourth

S their recommendations, the 
•mmission tried to take four

lula for the allocation of the 
of mining rent and royalties, 
ortion of the proceeds of 
/able in respect of import 
ia of any commodity other 
jr spirit, diesel oil, tobacco, 
:blc spirit, or beer, which 
to the “Distributable Pool

lisation and the exercise of regional fiscal 
jurisdiction within regional areas. Both 
regional governments were relatively strong 
financially.

The Eastern Region argued vehemently 
in favour of a federal levy and the collec­
tion of revenues sufficient for specified 
national purposes, and as well, for dis­
cretionary grants to the Regions to pro­
mote the harmonisation of regional social 
services’ standards.

^On^the sharing out of the “Distribu- 
nue, the Raisman 
the principle of

revenue was to be 
lows:-

wecn the various Regions in the pro­
portion of:-
40/95 to the Northern Region;
24/95 to the Western Region;
31/95 to the Eastern Region;
30 per cent of all import duties except 
those on beer, wine, liquor, motor 
spirit, diesel oil and tobacco;

* Revenue collected and retained by the
Regions:
Personal income tax of Africans and
non-Africans in the Region;
Taxes on partnerships, clubs, trusts, 
and other unincorporated associations;
Licence fees and service fees;
Interest on loans and surplus funds
invested;  . o._
Revenue from Regional Departments Nigeria told the Bini 

the proj

is
Act

3. Th. 
fun

The . . 'ous Regional Government of 
3inns Commission tint 

•portion of federal government 
revenue being transferred to the Regional 
Governments should be increased subs- 
tancially either by way of the Distribu­
table Pool Account or by the payment of 
SPECIFIC GRANTS which would be 
divided amongst the Regions on a per­
centage basis.

report, the Binns commission 
lided by the following over-riding

and undertakings;
Sales tax on produce other than toba­
cco, motor fuel, hides and skins.
Other important features of the Rai- 

man recommendation include a grant of 
£500,000 (old currency) in 1958-59 to 
the Northern Region to make up for 
short-falls in previous years.

Mining rents and royalties were to be In their 
distributed as follows:- were guiuv.

50 per cent to the Region of origin, Pri"c?p ...
20 per cent to the federal government; . That the welfare of he
m ‘‘niet«hnt-.hip of Nigeria as a whole must be promoieu30 per cent to the Dtstnbutable an(J Rc|;jon shou|d t|ttrefo«be
Pool Account. placed in a comparable financial position
General Import revenue was to be and s|)ould bc ablc> after making due 

allocated as follows:- allowances for differences in financial
70 per cent to the federal government: po|icies to makc an equivalent contri- 
30 per cent to the “Distributable Pool bution from its recurrent budget towards 
Account”. »Uz» Onnnnixn oT itr nnr.itnl 4 n Vl>1 rt tl HlCOt
The Federal Government of Nigeria 

wasconstitutionally empowered to appoint 
from time to time, a Fiscal Review 
Commission to review the distribution of 
proceeds of mining and mineral royal­
ties and rents; and the size, composition 
and distribution of items of revenue 
going into the “Distributable Pool 
Account”.

Before the adoption of the Raisman 
recommendations, the Western Region # 
received the lion’s share of revenue based 
on derivation.

When the allocation formula was cha­
nged from derivation to “Distributable 
Pool Account“, between 1959—1965. the 
share of the Western Region was the 
lowest. Over the same period, the share 
of the Northern Region and of the 
Eastern Region increased considerably.

The Raisman Revenue Allocation for­
mula was in force in Nigeria between 
1959 and 1965 inclusive.

THE BINNS COMMISSION.
The revenue allocation 

which was 
which i 
its kint

table Pool Account” revem 
Commission ruled out t 
derivation.

Among other things, the Commission 
was convinced that it was desirable for 
the future to get away from a system 
under which the distribution of large 
sums of money rests on calculations that 
can never be entirely accurate and which 
lend themselves to controversy.

The Commission therefore tried to 
reach a compromise position between the 
principles of derivation and the principle - 
of needs.

In making
Raisman Con  
main factors into account.
These were:
* Population;
* The basic responsibilities of each Re­

gional Government;
* The need for continuity in regional 

public services and;
* The need for balanced development 

throughout the federation of Nigeria.
On the basis of these factors, Raisman’s 

recommendations for revenue allocation 
in Nigeria could be summarised as follows:
* Revenue collected and retained by the 

federal government included import 
duties on beer, wine and liquor;
70 per cent of all other import duties 
except those on motor spirit, diesel oil 
and tobacco;
Excise duties on beer;
70 per cent of excise taxes on soap 
and mineral waters;
Company taxes;
Lagos Personal Income Tax;

20 per cent of mining royalties and rents.
* Revenue collected by the Federal Go­

vernment but assigned to the Regional 
Government according to derivation 
or consumption:
All export duties according to Region 
of origin of product;
Import duties on motor spirit, diesel 
oil, tobacco as well as excise involved; 
50 per cent of mining rents and royal­
ties according to Region of deposit of 
mineral concerned.
Revenue collected by the federal go­
vernment but allocated into a “Dis­
tributable Pool” and shared out bet-

the financing of its capital development 
programme.

In order to achieve these c' 
the Binns Commission rccomnicnt 
alternative sets of proposals: 
The first set of proposals were:
* The retention of 30 per cent of the 

general import revenue and of the 
proceeds of mining rents and royalties 
as at present (1965) in the Distribu­
table Pool Account.
The substitution of a set of percentages 
for the 90-50 fractions at present 
(1965) being used to allocate the 
revenues in the Distributable Pool 
Account to the Regions, that is:- 
Northern Region — 40 per cent 
Eastern Region - 31 per cent 
Western Region — 21 per cent 
Mid-Western Region —8 per cent.

♦ The payment of a block of annual 
grant of £3.75 million (old currency) 
as from 1965-1966 to 1968-69 by 
the Federal Government to the Regions

’ as follows:-
Northem Region
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grossly inadequate
jectivity.

creation of 12 States, the
ried would become even more

s out
4igeria.
allocation, the 

financial 
1967. The effect

application has been 
■g inconsistency. It k 
.o some tax revenues and 
■ers, while a different set 

■ plied in the allocation of 
me other taxes”.
■gested:

;>ic of derivation should 
discarded as quickly as 

: .1 system of allocation of 
igned essentially for a dynamic 
l policy evolved”.

42 per cent 
30 per cent 
20 per cent 

Nigeria - 8 per cent
The Commission headed by Mr. KJ. 

Binns reported in 1965 and the take-over 
of power by the Nigerian Armed Forces 
occured on January 15, 1966.

The Binns revenue allocation formula, 
slightly modified, was still in force throu­
ghout Nigeria until 27th May 1967, when 
the Supreme Military Council of Nigeria 
promulgated Decree No. 15 of 1967, -----------------------------
which created twelve States out of the clearly thaUio single 
former Four Regions of Nigt

With regard to revenue
relevant law is the Constitution (Fit
Provisions) Decree of 1967. The_____
of this decree was to sub-divide the 
allocations to each of the former 4 
Regions of Nigeria among the new States 
contained in those former Regions.

A number of criticisms have been 
made against the Constitution (Financial 
Provisions) Decree of 1967.

Among these are:
That it dealt only with the Distribu-

Dina observed further:
Ovation principle has bede- 

■dopment of a rational and 
:n of revenue allocation in 
poisoned inter-govemmen- 

nd has exacerbated inter- 
and conflict. Perhaps 

other single factor, it has 
'cvelopment of a sense of 

common citizenship in

“The 
villed the 
equitable 
Nigeria, 
tai relat* 
regional 
more th. 
hamper 
nation;: 
Nigeria

Mor. 
arbitrar 
appliec 
partially 
of formu. 
revenue

Chief . 
“The .

therefore 
possible ami a 
revenues desig 
development ,----- ---------------

He noteu that the POLITICAL OBS­
TACLES in the achievement of ideal 
revenue allocation formulae are consi­
derable. He said:

“It is however my belief that provided 
the objective of rapid economic deve­
lopment is acceptable to the majority of 
our people, what may seem politically

ipalatable in the short-run, but econo- 
ically desirable in the long run, would 

be pursued in the long-term interest of 
Nigeria”.

The Federal Government of Nigeria 
appointed an interim revenue allocation 
committee on 7th July 1968 and it was 
asked to submit its findings and reco­
mmendations within four months of 
its appointment.

The Chairman of the Committee was 
Chief I.O. Dina. Other members of the 
Committee were Professor 0. Aboyade 
of Ibadan University (Faculty of Econo­
mics); Mr. A.E. Ekukinam) Mr. Ibrahim 
Tahir; Mr. P.O A. Dada; Mr. F.M.C.Obi;

“Fiscal Measures” at Mr. Ahmed Tallib; Professor T.M.Ycsufu 
and Mr. D.O. Ogunyemi.

In the history of revenue allocation 
review exercises in Nigeria, this was the 
first occasion when revenue sharing arran­
gement was being examined, not by so- 
called foreign experts, but by a committee 
of Nigerians whp have lived all their lives 
with Nigerian problems and who hope­
fully, share the aspirations of patriotic 
Nigerians for their country.

Before discussing the substance of the 
views of the Dina Revenue Allocation 
Committee, it is useful to note some of 
their own criticisms of the previous and 
existing (1968) revenue sharing formula 
in Nigeria.

------  As we have already noted, Decree No. 
jyo Adedeji, 15 of 1967 which created 12 States out 
Comnussio- of the existing Regions also provided that 

~ the new States should share the revenue

(213 per cent)
- £0.6 million
(16 per cent) 

Mid-Western Region - £0.35 million 
(93 per cent) ■

This proposal was subject to the dis- 
antinuance as from the 1965-66 Finan- 
.al Year of the then current arrange- 
lent whereby the Federal Government 
aid to the Regions a share of tne general 
xcise revenues.

If the practice of paying a share of 
he general excise revenue to the Regions 
vas continued, then the block annual 
jrant was to be £3 million (old currency) 
ind it was to be distributed as follows:-

Northern Nigeria - £1.7 million 
Eastern Nigeria - £0.6 million
Western Nigeria — £0.4 million
Mid-Western Nigeria — £0.3 million 
The second set of proposals nut for­

ward by the Binns Commission was that 
if the Federal Government refused to 
accept the recommendation that it should 
make fixed grants to the Regions during 
the next four years (as from 1965) in 
addition to their allocation from the 
“Distributable Pool Account” and prefers 
that the increased payment due to the 
Regions should be reflected in a larger 
Distributable Pool Account, then two 
adjustments should be made as follows:
* The percentage of the general import 

revenue and revenue from mining rents 
and royalties to be credited to the 
Distributable Pool Account should be 
increased to 35 per cent.

* Tne proceeds of the Distributable Pool 
Account so composed should be dis­
tributed amongst the Regions of Nige­
ria as follows:-
Northern Nigeria 
Eastern Nigeria 
Western Nigeria 
Mid-Western “

THE DINA COMMITTEE
Before the end of the Nigerian civil 

war, a conference was mounted by the 
Federal Ministry of Economic Develop­
ment at the Ibadan University in March 
1969.

The theme of the conference was 
“National Reconstruction and Develop­
ment in Nigeria.”

One of the participants at the con­
ference was the late Chief I.O. Dina 
who read a paper on fiscal measures. 
The significance of this contribution was 
that Chief Dina was also the chairman 
of an interim revenue allocation commi­
ttee which was the first to be headed by 
a Nigerian.

Also, all members of the commission 
were Nigerians drawn from all over the 
country.

Chief Dina was a foundation lecturer 
in history when the University College 
Ibadan was established in 1948. He later 
took a degree in economics

Chief Dina, in the civil service of the 
Western Region, worked as permanent 
secretary in the Ministry of Economic 
Planning; and in the Ministry of Finance. 
His last national assignment was to work 
as the Chairman of the National Shipping 
Line.

In his paper on -----
the Ibadan conference on reconstruc­
tion and development (1969), Chief Dina 
made the following observations:

“A casual glance at the history of 
revenue allocation in Nigeria would show

• ‘ Jg principle has created
more conflict and bitterness than the 
principle of derivation. It has been 
argued that the principle is not only 
unfair, it is unrealistic and inaccurate to 
the extent that the data on which it is 
based are grossly inadequate and lacking 
in any obje_..

With the 1 
criticisms levie

I poignant.”
Quoting from a book “Nigerian Federal 

Finance” written by-Dr. Adeba’ 
who is at present the Federal C 
ner for Economic Development, Chief

table Pool Account and therefore failed 
to take cognisance of the additional 
administrative costs involved in the crea­
tion of new States.

The decree was criticised for failing 
to realise that the status • 
longer be assumed in deci^ 
nuc allocation arrangement.

Finally, the decree was criticised for 
failing to take account of the basic 
element which formed the basis of the 
original allocation of revenue between 
the constituent units of the Federation, 
namely:- population; financial need; 
derivation; and even development.
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Of 
ion

most two 
Nigerian ch

:ncc bctv 
i and bi

(a)
(b)
(c)

States, charged at | 
tions formerly cxer 
Governments to:

far as the various analysis of the
. -1 t|ie past gO,

* ..nCgration has been bedevilled

let us turn to the substance < 
: of the Dina revenue allocate

allocated to the former Regions out of 
which they were created.

According to the Dina report, this 
really means that the Binns revenue allo­
cation system was retained; but its rule 
of thumb application to the new States 
in consequence of Decree No. 15 was 
apparently illogical.

ting al- 
of the

of a 12-State federation _ 
by the economic facts of 
armed conflict.

istruct
past 

not often 
there is ... 
finance; mi 
federal deveThe Dina committee were sittir 

years before the end g 
ivil war.

irlicr on, a 
I percentages" which 
_> a guide in the effort 
equitably.
the Dina Committee

DINA’S CRITIQUE OF PAST 
REVENUE ALLOCATION SYSTEM. 
The committee observed that there 

had been a growing asymmetry bet­
ween the function of, and resources 
available to, the various component go­
vernments in the federation.

Said
“It a_ 

as much a duty to rectify the glaring 
inadequacies of Decree 15 of 1967, as 
it affects Revenue Allocation, as it is to 
create an allocation sys — 
better geared to promote 
mic and political intej 

elopment 
Con~:*

This is true not only as between the 
Federal Government and the State govern­
ments, but also among the different State 
governments.

“This imbalance between constitutio­
nal functions (or fiscal responsibilities) 
and financial resources was further under­
lined in 1967, by the arbitrary nature of 
Decree No. 15 of 1967; an imbalance 
which was a subject of serious represen­
tation put to us by many State govern­
ments”.

Another criticism of past revenue allo­
cation system was as follows:

“The existence of a multiplicity of 
taxing andspending authorities with regard 
to the same revenue source or expendi­
ture function not only generates major 
administrative problems, but also reduces 
the effectiveness of any fiscal co-ordina­
tion effort.

Once it is accepted that the over­
whelming social urge is for accelerated 
economic development as a major pre­
requisite for expansion of welfare services, 
then the point must be sustained that 
financial relations become only meaning­
ful in the context of integrated develop­
ment planning”.

A third criticism of past revenue sharing 
formulae made by the Dina Committee 
was this:

The Dina report further noted that 
the provisions of Decree No. 15 of 1967 
have been criticised as arbitrary, being 
the result of hurried decisions taken in 
the exigency of creating new States in 
conditions of a national emergency.

Another ground of criticism was that 
Decree 15, 1967 dealt only with the 
Distributable Pool and therefore failed 
to take cognisance of the additional 
administrative costs involved in creating 
new States and of the basic elements of 
the previous allocations of revenue bet­
ween th* - :■ - ;; - -
ration, namely:

Population;
Financial Needs;
Derivation;

(d) Even national development.
*1__ T>:____________  .the Dina report: 

appears to this Committee that it is 
ich a duty to rectify the glaring 

1967, as

-------- -/stem which is 
geared to promote national econo- 

ad political integration and general 
economic development.”

The Dina Committee stated boldly: 
*We believe that fiscal arrangements in 

Nigeria should reflect the new spirit of 
unity to which the nation is dedicated.

It is in the spirit of this new-found 
unity that we have viewed all the sources 
of revenue of this country as the common 
funds of the country to be used for ( 
cuting the kinds of programmes wL., 
can maintain this unity”.

The Dina Committee aaid it was not 
surprising that neither the pre-1967 reve­
nue allocation formula (as represented by 
the Binns Commission) nor the emergency 
revenue allocation measure contained in 
Decree No. 15 of 1967, proved adequate 
to meet the new and complex situation 
of a 12-State federation as compounded 

a prolonged

“There is often an unduly large gap 
between the allocation principles enuncia­
ted in various reports and the extent to 
which they were given operational inter­
pretation.

The principles appeal impressively ob­
jective in their verbal description but are 
not strongly evident in the final formulae 

imon w*“c*1 *iave always appeared to be sub- 
exe- jective,y prescribed.

fhich **A maJOr explanation of the gap bet­
ween precept and practice in the reports 
of most of past Fiscal Review Commi­
ssions can be found in the conflicting 
objectives they were striving to reconcile”.

A fourth criticism which the Dina 
Committee made of past revenue sharing 
efforts was as follows: “The theoretical 
construct underlying the approaches of 
the past Fiscal Review Commissions is 

i stated or clear. It is true that 
no unique theory of public 
meh less any unique theory of 

-Jvelopment finance.
But there exist certain aspects of the 

theory of public finance which would be 
applied to federal finance in the context 
of development, however rudimentary 
the nature of such a theory”.

On the general political framework, 
the Dina Committee said among other 
things:

“So f _ i:„ ______
Nigerian political process in 
national integration has bee

competitton between tribes 
regions for scarce develop- 

:ces.
do not suggest that this is a 
ch can be solved through 
:ns alone, we are none the 

that its solution can be 
rapid economic develop- 
.insurance of all States and 
least minimum national 
distribution of welfare". 

>mmittee then talked of 
shift to a political ethos 
;VE FEDERALISM.

•ed: “The essence of the 
rative federalism is the 

Jed on the concept of a 
-rship between the Centre 

U.S on the one hand and
■ nthpr”

by the development of aggressive ethnicity 
— the O'itSr inn hottvMn fritiAC
localised 
ment re

Whir 
problei: 
fiscal a 
less co 
enhanc. 
ment a:. 
groups 
standar

The 1 
the nee 
of CO-3

They 
shift to 
emphasis 
working 
and the . ... — — —
among the St.ites themselves on the other".

The Dina Committee than adverted 
to the work of Sir Sydney Philhpson 
on the financial implications of the intro­
duction of a federal arrangement with 
constituent Regions, in 1946.

Sir Sydney tried to achieve the twin 
objectives of inter-regional equity and 
balanced national development. He con­
sidered two principles - derivation and 
even national development.

Sir Sydney Phillipson maintained that 
for the purpose of* quantifying “even 
progress”, population was the best indi­
cator of human needs - he did not 
appear to have applied this principle in 
his recommendations. Sir Sydney admi­
tted that in a single economy there were 
enormous,if not insurmountable,statistical 
problems in ascertaining the region of 
derivation in respect of the three major 
components of “non-declared" revenues - 
export duties, company tax; import and 
excise duties.

We have noted much eai 
number of “ideal p 
were worked out as a 
to allocate revenue o'”

On these efforts, M 
observed:

‘There was a divergence between the 
principle of derivation and budgetar)’ 
realities.” The Dina Committee set their 
mind to avoid discrepancies of a similar 
nature.

Now, 1 
the work  
committee.

The main purpose of appointing the 
committee was the need of working out 
a more equitable interim allocation of 
revenue than thatin Decree No. 15 of 1967.

The terms of reference of the Dina 
Committee arc as follows:

“In the light of the creation of twelve 
' present with the func- 

ircised by the Regional
». charge 
former!)
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A girl cned to her mother, "Help! I ve 
been raped by an idiot." "How do you 
know he was an idiot?"asked the mother. 
"Because I had to tell him how and what 
to do."

‘If* I refuse to go 
you really commit 
husband.

That has been i 
yes’.

my usual procedure,

"Yes — and very badly- 

' • • • *

* * ♦ ♦ * ♦ @@@@* * ♦ •

In the big cities people team about life 
very quickly.

Two boys playing in the street saw 
a friend peering through a window into 
a house.

'Quick!' he said. "There's a man and 
a woman fighting in bed."

One other boy, aged about five, looked 
in and said: 'They're not fighting - they'll 
making love."

The last little boy had a good look, too, 
and said: "Yes - and very badly-

Two young girls were talking in their 
ficc canteen when the subject, as usual, 
•"e round to discussing the men in their 
.ice.
"I wouldn't have anything to do with 

Kola Ojo, if I were yousaid one of the 
girls.

"But why not?" asked her friend. "He 
seems such a nice sort of man."

"Ah! But he knows an awful lot of 
very dirty songs."

But surely he doesn't sing them in the 
office?" asked the friend. "I've never 
heard him sing dirty songs."

"No, perhaps not — but he certainly 
whistles them!

****@@@@*»*«@@@@»*»*
to bed with you, will 
suicide?’ asked my

Mr 3.- icr:n our local hippie came 
orri work. "Honey, I was 
executive committee from 
d to" he explained to his 
• ju had better smear those 

venly over your lips and 
:;d of the stains too. She
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happens. Your skin blossoms into 
brightness Its texture becomes petal- 
soft and silky, then you realise that 
nothing but nothing - can bring you a 
delightful skin beauty as successfully 
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It is no exaggeration to say that scarcely 
nild any two States be found to agree 

item in the composition and 
the “Distributable Pool

suggested by
(a) * '
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(0
(g)
(h)

ly against 
less pros-

* “awing

economic”.
Getting into the heart of the matter, 

the Dina Committee said:
“We would like to think that we have sonal income obligations.

To this end, a Joint Tax Board be 
constituted to undertake the adminis- 

pcrsonal taxation until a 
istitution invests this function 

‘ Government.
•deld from excise duties should 
inger be tetained completely by 
?ederal Government, but shared

the Distributable Pool Acc- 
shared on the much pub- 

ittle quantified principles 
eds, even progress and

our review of Nigeria’s fiscal 3. For the 
:, the main bone of contention 

way in which the “Distri- 
Account” was composed

It j- tliis kind of consideration that 
un Ijriincs our view that the revenue 
allocation principles can c 
appraised in the framcwoi.v w. .... ....v- 
graied national political outlook and na­
tional economy”.

The Dina Comrtiittce observed further: 
"In our view, part of the expl 
the unsatisfactory result of th 
revenue review studies unde, t J

ic fact that most of

made a beginning in rationalising on the 
basis of revenue allocation in this country 
which can be progressively ’ 2 
as more articulately quantified in the 
future, in the never-ending task of revenue 
allocation.”

“The crux of the revenue allocation 
exercise," says the Dina Committee, “lies 
partly in the choice of items covered by 
the centrally-collected funds and partly

   on how these are shared among the various 
only be logically governments".

vork of an inte- “From our 
experience, thv 
lias been the i

.vu .»...»>■ butable Pool
" alanation of an^ allocated.

ory result of the series of 
studies undertaken hither­

to can be found in the
them attempted,under political pressures, 
to bend their fiscal arrangements to the 
increasing demands for regional autonomy.

In the new circumstances of today, 
an absence of an effective coordinating 
machinery cannot meet the stringent fiscal 
demands of a new form of federalism 
orientated towards greater national inte­
gration.

The pragmatic formulae of earlier reve­
nue allocation exercises may have served 
well the needs of the regional system, but 
they can hardly stand the more 
governmental structure of todaj 
the background of a relatively I . 
perous fiscal-resource base, but gro\ 
expenditure requirements.

Our analysis of the counfry’s fiscal 
experience and assessment of its present 
fiscal problems and requirements, accor­
dingly assume perspectives different from 
those of past fiscal review commissions”.

The Dina Committee noted further:
“We believe that fiscal allocation is 

one of the/ sensitive points of which 
special effort must be directed at mini­
mising such conflicts.

A new outlook and a new sense of 
direction is required to extricate the 
country from the throes of the AGGRE­
SSIVE STATISM of the past, which has 
had a deleterious effect on the emergence 
of a strong and prosperous nation.

To do otherwise would serve to per­
petuate and intensify avoidable develop­
ment differentials among the various states

rivalry and group conflict in Nigeria
We recommend that the old “Distribu­

table Pool Account” be changed and 
re complex renamed the “States JOINT ACCOUNT”.

"In sharing the proceeds of the States 
Joint Account among the States, we have 
done our best to improve on the metho­
dology and the principles of past fiscal 
review commissions.

Hitherto, 1 
ount has been 
licised, but lit 
of derivation, nee< 
national interest.

Instead, we have proposed a set of 
lOpossible principles asallocation criteria.”

The following are the new principles 
’ ’. the Dina Committee:

Independent revenue 
Derivation
Basic needs
Minimum national standard.
Population
Tax effort
Financial prudence 
Fiscal efficiency

REVENUE ALLOCATION
look into and suggest any change in 
the existing system of revenue allo­
cation as a whole. This includes 
..’.1 -onns of revenue going to each 
government besides and including

Distributal Pool;
■st new revenues sources both
•nc federal and State govern- 

and;
findings within 4 months.”

a Committee was appointed 
1968.

.linary observations on what
.eived to be their task, the

.imittee said:
meaningful and realistic, any

■; of revenue allocation must not
.. ople with problems enumerated

.nns of reference, but also take 
mil of the great necessity for natio- 
cconomic development and social

and entrench in an intractable form group (i) 
conflicts within the next federal system, (j)

“To us, the right approach to mini­
mise latent conflicts in a federation is SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS 
not to be found necessarily in concen- Having taken account of these prin­
trating power in the Centre, but in over- ciples, the Dina Committee made a num­
hauling the mechanics of decision-making ber of recommendations, which could 
and improving the channels of commu- be summarised as follows:- 
nication — social, political as well as 1. There should be a uniform income 

tax legislation for the whole country 
in order to ensure uniformity of rates 
as well as of the net burden of per­

refined as well tration of ] 
new cons 
in the Federal

2. The yie 
no long 
the Fe>..._ ,  
with the States, and that the entire 
proceeds of company tax should con­
tinue to be retained by the Federal 
Government.

purpose of revenue sharing 
and assignment, the existing distinc­
tion between various types of imports, 
or between production and consump­
tion, should be discontinued.

-■-»» ----------- 4. The present jurisdiction of the States
could any two States be found to agree over Sales Tax should always be sub-
on a given item in the composition and ject to the agreement of the national
sharing of the “Distributable Pool Joint Tax Board.
Account”. 5. Rent in respect of in-shore operation

Making one of their radical suggestions, should be assigned in full to the 
the Dina Committee said: States concerned.

“We suspect that the term "Distribu- 6. Royalties from in-shore (petroleum) 
table Pool Account”, whatever its hallo- operations should be assigned to:-
wed respectability in other federations, Federal Government - 15 percent
has acquired some unhealthy psycholo- state Derivation - 10 per cent
pea tinge in the experience of regional special Granls A  5*”
rivalry and group conflict m Nigcna 7 ALL revenue ac£nling

operations - (premia, rent, licences 
and royalties) should be assigned to 
the Federal Government; the 3-mile 
limit from the coastline being taken as 
the dividing line for this purpose, and 
should be allocated as follows:
Federal Government - 60 ptr cent 
State Joint Account - 30 per cent 
Special Grants Account - lOpercent.

8. State Governments should explore the 
possibility of charging marriage licence 
fees in respect of marriages performed 
under customary law and for regis­
tration of births.

9. A turnover tax should be levied on 
companies as an alternative to tax on 
profits where a firm does not declare 
profits and that, even when such pro­
fits are declared, the tax should be 
levied on whichever of the two is likely 
to yield higher revenue, that is, either 
the Turnover Tax or the Profits Tax.

10. A capital Gains Tax should be intro­
duced not only on stock values, but 
also on Real Estates and on other
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goose that
_ gerian eco- 

revenue allocation debate will

:ts and figures which 
>f discussion. Those 
1 suggest what per­

fair.

forms of property, especially in urban 
areas.

11. A compre 
rity Sche 
which, 
the?

j we 
iment should 
>ut the Dina report.

income per head 
and the Western

past;
vhich 

it on sett- 
c path of 
r vision of

icmes should attract mat- 
"g grants from State Governments. 
J application of the above revenue 
ication principles should be with

js, occupations and profc- 
r the work of goldsmith; 
c.s; b—bers; bricklayers;

lorse owners; professional photo­
taxi owners; pharmacists;

accountants; doctors; sur- <uv
private practice; carpenters; revet

eamstresses; butchers; watch of j

origin shot 
5 per 
Grants

With off-shore petroleum, Dina 
ted that tl. ” ’ ’ " 
have 60 per , 
should have 30 per 
Grants Account sho

The Western-government owned news­
paper - The Daily Sketch in its editorial 
opinion of May 14, 1974 suggested the 
following revenue allocation formula with 
regard to petroleum:

20 per cent to the State of origin;
5 per cent to the Federal Government; 

and 75 per cent to the other eleven 
states.
These are hard fact’ 

could form a basis of 
who disagree should 
—*---s they consicjer

One great merit of the Dina reco- 
v.. « mmendation is that it tried to lay the 
This fc11051 of.the principle of derivation. But 

the fact that this recommendation was 
rejected shows that this particular ghost 
dies hard.

Whatever the injustices of the p 
whatever the old political scores wl 

le influential leaders arc bent or. s 
«ng; the fact remains that the path of 
sanity for all of us is to keep our v».v.. 
ONE NIGERIA.

For the first time in our history, a 
federal government has the economic and 
financial means to toster our unity through 
a fair distribution of amenities and eco­
nomic projects.

This is the rationale behind the Dina 
recommendations. This is why we think 
the Federal Government should have 
second thoughts aboi ' taxes.

adoption of the Dina recommen- The wide disparity in incoi 
on annual occupational licences between say the Mid-West a..u

effect from 1st April 1969. will brinj
All the States of Nigeria submitted within Ln 

memoranda to the Dina Committee; *'* 
only exception was the East Central 
State which was a theatre of military 
operations in the Nigerian civil war. The 
Dina Committee sat and submitted its 
report almost two years before the end 
of the Nigerian civil war.

NEWBREED has examined the work boi 
of the five expert committees on revenue 
allocation for two main reasons.

First, to provide basic background 
information on a burning public issue.

Secondly, it would be obvious to any­
body who has read the issues involved 
as analysed by the five expert committees 
that the subject is more complex than the 
facile air-port statements of military lea­
ders and civilian commissioners would 
seem to sugges 

It is signific: 
ttee consisted i 
made a rational critique of the

cent; while the State of 
have 10 per cent; and 

go to the Special

will bring millions of more Nigerians 
.. j .._-.l_._j fhc (ax an(j

the make them discharge their civic duties.
If this induces them to-have a greater 

awareness, of their civic responsibilities, 
it is to the good of Nigeria.

Since petroleum is now the g 
lays the golden egg in the Nigc 
nomy, the revenue allocation d<

)il down substantially to how best to 
share earnings accruing from petroleum 
between the Federal Government and the 
States of the federation.

All through the debate on revenue 
allocation so far, very few people (mili­
tary leaders or civilian commissioners) 
have come up with hard figures and facts 
on how best to share Nigeria’s petroleum 
earnings.

The Dina Committee for example 
gested that with r ’ ' ' ' 
leum operations - 
should hr — “ 
cent; t

■nrehensive National Social Secu- 
cheme should be introduced to 
all wage and salary earners and 
iployers.on their behalf, would

bate for pension purposes and 
benefits.

case of organisations which 
ueady established their own 
atory pension schemes, such 
s should continue but only to 
cent that employees’ contribu- 
\ceeded the ratio of contribu­
te the National Scheme.

■nments should introduce occu- 
•nal licencing for the various trades 
;ofessions, and the licences should 
icwable ahnually.

Dina Committee suggested the fol- 
ng categories of trades, occupa- 

ins and professions for licensing and 
special income assessment, 
j nese trades ’•’* 
ssions cover u.v • 
money-lenders; barbers; 
race-horse 
graphers; 
lawyers; 
veyors in _ 
fitters; seamstresses; butchers; watch 
and clock hawkers; motor mechanics. 
This list is by no means exhaustive; it 
is a random selection from the list 
given by the Dina Committee.

13. All revenues from both occuf 
licences and taxes on assumed income 
should accrue to the States of residence 
of the individuals concerned, except 
in respect of senior professionals — illvltl 
such as doctors, lawyers and surveyors w|iy 
whose areas of practice necessarily rcjec 
transcend State barriers, their occupa­
tional licences (but not income taxes) 
should be levied by, and the revenues 
accrue to, the Federal Government.

14. As a pre-requisite for objective analy­
sis of fiscal federalism, a uniform 
system of presenting government acc­
ounts to embrace the entire public 
sector of each State be evolved for the 
whole of Nigeria.

15. An account which is to be designated 
the “Special Grants Account” should 
be established mainly to meet the 
principles of national interest, and be 
administered by the permanent Pla­
nning and Fiscal Commissions reco­
mmended to be set up.

16. The allocation of the States Joint
Account to the States Governments 
should be in accordance with the 
principles of basic needs; minimum workers in the big commercial firms pay 
national standards and balanced deve- income taxes to the various governments, 
lopment. A lot of self-employed, professionals,

17. Self-help schemes should attract mat- merchants and wealthy market-women do 
ching grants from State Governments, not pay

18. The application of the above revenue The ; 
allocation principles should be with dations

__ , sug- 
™est. gested that with regard to in-shore petro-
Scant that the Dina commi- leum °Pcra|ions - the State Joint Account 

entirely of Nigerians. It stl0uM have thc Hon’s share - 70 per 
iuauc . iduunal critique of the four “"<= 'hc Fedcral Government should 
orevious revenue allocation committees. kc.eP >5 per 

The work and recommendations of should 
the Dina Committee display an intellec- p cent sh°uld 
tual frankness and political vision which bra"!su ASfc°unt- 
are admirable. But it was the first With otf-shore petroleum, Dina sugges-

enue allocation report in the history that the Federal Government should 
vi Nigeria wliich was rejected by the have 60 per cent; the State Joint Account 
Federal Government. should have 30 per cent; and the Special

It is rumoured that some of its reco- Gr^1Js Account should have 10 per cent, 
mmendations were considered too radical. 1 he Western-government owned news- 
It is also suggested that Dina’s under- PaPcr — TheDaily Sketch in its editorial 

ipational lying political assumptions were too far 
I income ahead of the realities of Nigerian politics.

However that may be, NEWBREED 
prefers to wait for an authoritative state­
ment from the Federal Government on 

/ the Dina recommendations were 
rejected.

We can only say for the moment, that 
some of the Dina recommcndationshave 
such public importance that they should 
be brought up on the national agenda centages 
for critical discussions. r>~~

The first is the need to launch a 
National Social Security scheme. This 
is a broader conception than the limited 
National Provident Fund scheme.

A comprehensive social security scheme 
is one of the ways to bring home to 
ordinary Nigerians the reality and the w‘iat 
economic justice of our much trumpeted some 
oil boom. “ng,

Another of Dina’s recommendations 
that should be given urgent airing is the 
introduction of occupational licences for 
a wide range of professions and occu­
pations.

At the moment, only civil servants and



Percentage of 
population. (1963)

Binns AllocationState

18%Western State 17.0%

2%2.6%

8%4.5% 8%

42%
7%10.3%

in the oneness of Nigeria ‘7%7.3%

7%Kano State 10.4%
7%

7%

7%4.3%

30%
17.5%11.2%

Type of Revenue

10 per cent

5 per cent10 per cent

Regions

1964-65

Northern

Western

£ 2,045,000
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8.3%

2.8%

Federal Govern­
ment

State Deriva­
tion

20% for the 
whole of Western

Region

States Joint 
Account

Special Grants 
Account

Allocation after Decree 
No. 15 of 1967.
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REVENUE ALLOCATION

Amounts Received by the Regions from 
the Federal Government (Old Currency).

Lagos State

Mid-Western

Northern Region 

North-Western 

North-Central

North-Eastern

Benue-Plateau

Kwara State

Eastern Region 

East Central State 

South Eastern 

Rivers State

Excise Duty

Import Duty

Export Duty

Revenue Allocation and Percentage Distribution of Nigerian 
Population Showing the Combined effects of the Binns Report 

and of Decree No. 15, 1967.

14.0%

7.2%

60 per cent

50 per cent

15 per cent

£12,073,000 

£15,419,000 

£ 9,414,000 

£ 1,512,000

£16,044,000

£16,915,000

£14,012,000

30 per cent

50 per cent

70 per cent

£18363,000

£12,194,000

£15,095,000Eastern_____________

Southern Cameroons 

Mid-Western

The Dina Interim Revenue Allocation Committee Recommended 
the following Formula for Sharing the following listed Revenues :—

Selected 

1959-60
Years.

1962-63

7.5%

5%

Percentage 
charge frc-n 

1970-71 lo 1974-75 
62&9 
4353 
1269 
-143 
653 
44.2 
81 I 
87 7 
76.4 
30.0 
69.5 
68.7

1973
Est. Pop. (m)

1.9
9.2

11.5
9.9
73
73
5.1
5.2
4.6
3.0
1.8

1974-75 Estimated Federal Statutory 
Allocations to the States 

Allocation 
(*m) 
139.9 
101.1 

58.4 
47.4 
41.7 
35.0 
34.9 
30.1 
29.1 
28.2 
23.9 
20.7

is: Will the Federal 
ickle under to them?

commends in good con- 
to evolve a formula of 

>n considered fair by all 
. ria, if possible.

<y of Nigeria should be 
ly in the area of revenue

Uocation from Federal Covenuntnl
„.>vernmen Is

♦*•000
Estimated amount

1974-75

IM

M
28 J 47

Mul-Wcstern

Western 
North Eastern
Kano
North We-. 
Benue-Pb I
North Cen— 
South Eastern

Lagos

1974/75 CANNOT form 
litical and economic stabi- 

ry.
objective is to build a 

ted country. At the 
ho are beating the tom- 
paratism and arrogance

Sial£_ 
Mid-Western, 
Rivers 
East Central 
Western
North-Eastern 
Kano
North Western 
Benue-Plateau 
North Central 
South Eastern 
Kwara
Lagos

• Revenue Received through Statutory Aik 
by Stale Govci 

♦*'000 
Actual amount 

1970-71 

it 
24246 

estem 19258 
btcau 16.022 

■" g 
Sources. lluduet Eitimatri and New Nine nan. April IO. 1974.

States in fie
the basis o’
lity in our 

Nigeria’.
— strong an
, moment.

tom of •.
__ are very 

The
Governn

We 1
— NEWE

science .
revenue

__ the State
But th 

reflected.
__ allocation

Our bcii............... -
—__ should be icf cted in all facets of our 
__  national life - employment opportuni­

ties; properly ownership; freedom to
— reside anywhere in the country without 

being made to feel like a “stranger” as it 
is now.

___ In short, Nigerian citizenship should 
be given more meaning, without regard to

— an individual’s ethnic origin, religious or 
_ political beliefs.
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luxury and safety to help you on your way For further 

information contact your nearest SCOA garage or dealer
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Text and Photos .
Kwame Braithwaite

The Jackson Five 
relax besides the pool 
at the Taranga Hotel..

alor 
the

•rformed for the < 
■e building for a

___________ ^.^.2 radio,
the national newspaper Le Soleil.

As it 
____ I the 

Zambia and Ethiopian proposals

I could have 
in the streets, 

people, but 
varied styles 

ire, and with six 
known as the Jackson 

“'^cially 
high posters 

/here. So, as 
drew crowds of 

ils and sidewalk 
/thing from carving. 
i(oras (a predecessor

proud of. A lone 
' situation that tn« 

w«.ry, Indiana.
It was still dark when we touched 

down at Yoff airport in Senegal, since 
the sun had not yet made its way across 
the African continent. We disembarked 
and were escorted to the V.I.R. lounge 
where about 35-40 drummers and dan­
cers greeted us at the entrance outside the 
building. They performed for the group 
and we entered the building for a Press 
Conference with Senegalese radio, TV and

evening, 
ight 184

It was a Tuesday evening, when we 
boarded Pan Am flight 184 with the 
Jackson Five on their first ever tour 

The tour promoted by a 
f Secka, a film- 
ist was to take 

•ngements 
Ethiopia.

After the conference we returned out­
side to the dancers and the fellows got 
into the act, 
that the danc

The festivities continued for about 
30 minutes by which time the sun had 
risen, almost as if the drummers and 
dancers had made it appear, (the change 
from night to day was so sudden, that I'm 
not so sure that they didn't).

We boarded the three vans for the 
trip to the city and to the Taranga Hotel 
near Independence Square. The hotel 
was the newest in the city, less than ten 
months old. It is adorned with plenty of 
African sculpture.

Now if I were alone, 
roamed inconspicuously ir 
and just blended with the 
when in a large group with 
of noticeably U.S. attii 
persons as well 
Five, it is not quite so easy, espec 
since there were three foot high po 
of the group almost everywf 
we walked, the group drew 
fans, curious individual 
salesmen with everyth 
beads, jewellery and K<

Promoter Mamadou Seckka 
to bring the tour to their areas. • 
turned out, technicalities barred 

for this trip.
especially since the ratio of black people The jackson Five have become extra­
's also much greater. mely and extremely secure in the

So that everyone was excited, being |ast years |t wa$ about three years 
that it was the first trip to Africa for ago< that they began to show a profit, 
most of them. We had just finished a and now tbejr sound investments have 
picture session in the airport and the J5 assured the family of a future that we all 
were tired. They had flown from Los can be proud of. A long way from the 
Angeles that morning, had a three and poverty situation that they started in, in 
half hour layover at which time the press Gary, Indiana, 
conference was held and had a six and a 
half hour flight still ahead of them. 
Despite their hectic schedule, they were 
very co-operative allowing pictures and 
autographs to other passengers and air­
port personnel.

The entourage of assistants numbered 
25. Since the three youngest, Randy, 
Michael and Marion were still in school, 
Mrs. Rose Fine, their private tutor, was 
olong for the ten days journey. Even at 

le time of take-off, we did not know 
how many countries we were going to 
make. We were sure of the original dates 
in Dakar, but promoters from other into the act, trying to emulate the steps 
African countries heard of the trip and that the dancers were doing. I'd have to 
tried to make some belated arrangements say that Randy copied the steps best of all.
NEWBREED DECEMBER 1974

to Africa.
Senegalese Mamadon Jonny 
maker and former journalis 
the group to Senegal and if arrar 
permitted, Ghana, Zambia and I

Secka sees a vast new market for 
live performances as well as record sales 
opening up in Africa in the next few 
years. With a population close to 500 
million, it could revolutionise the whole 
marketing and sales picture. Currently 
a record in America selling one million 
is the gold-mark for which all artists 
strive. With more than twice the popula­
tion, chances would be greater by far, 

jcially since the ratio of black people 
Iso much greater.

jryone was excited, being 
le first trip to Africa for 

We had just finished a 
.irport and the J5 
flown from Los 
had a three and
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tape recorder cassette tape .

Cassette car stereo 
th MW radio

CSW-216 Cassette car stereo 
player with MW/SW radio

1W/SWI/SW2 TRS-1I71 4-bar 
irtable radio AC/battery pot 
tape recorder with cassette ta

nuclear plants. For 
in home appliar 
This year Hitacl

performance, for example. And high-level technology gives outside the U.S.
Trust Hitachi. If there’s a way to make something better, 

Hitachi finds the way.

@ HITACHI

SCT -llSlRAfF 
AC/battery port 
with cassette taf

Hitachi finds the way 
to make sound travel better

years we’ve been one of Japan’s leaders 
ances and heavy industrial equipment, 

itachi is the seventh largest industrial company

Through advanced technology we’ve found the way to 
make car stereos and cassette tape recorders better than 
ever. Integrated circuits assure long life and stable 
performance, for example. And high ’ ' '
you rich and clear sound. Constant research and 
development by Hitachi is resulting in better electronic 
products for a wide range of needs.

You can expect reliability from Hitachi, maker of more 
than 20.000 products ranging from transistors to



Interpreter helps Jermaine Bargain for sculpture.

"J. 5" watch drummers and dancers at YOFF Airport Welcome.
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delegations l.D. for the duration of our 
stay. Tl ' —♦
sought ?•: 
and post 
a very 
all thin1 

The 
after or 
of the 
that o'. 
Smoke 
more tl 
and th'.

young 
and di;

)wn, Are
the Staple Sin;

i most of the 1

ey became one of the most 
items, along with J5 photos 
Yes, "Get it Together” was 

•oriate message indeed, with 
ng considered.

was going well, when ,ust 
he explosion effects in one 

, the smell of smoke, like 
trical fire was in the air, 
gulfing the stage, much 
t was used for the effect, 
tikes went dead. It seems 
the equipment and lights

the mouth", they replied, "No, no, no, 
we are not for revolution of the mouth... 
the revolution of violence."

The concert started slightly late, and 
the Jackson Five were the only group 
on the show. The show opened with an 
introduction by Secka, and Frankie Cro­
cker. (Mamadou translated for him). 
They set the stage and brought on the 
J5 amidst the wild cheers of the audience. 
They opened with the title tune from their 
"Get it Together" LP which somehow 
seemed appropriate. G.l.T. was the 
theme, an

>or//v 
affoca 
of the guitar) to sell.

In Senegal, like in all parts of Africa, 
the people are friendly. Like in most 
parts of the world they are also curious, 
so at times one might feel that he is on 
display, if it is evident that he is a 
stranger to the area. There is a kind of 
warmth most brothers in Africa display 
when meeting brothers from the U.S., 
because of the celebrated lifestyles and 
what they read in newspapers and maga­
zines. Sometimes what they imitate isn't 
quite the best attributes, but there is 
unquestionably a widespread adoration 
for "soul brothers" and news about the 
western black experience.

Even the young revolutionaries are 
soul fans and dig such names as 
James Brown, Aretha Franklin, Stevie 
Wonder, the Staple Singers, The Jackson 
Five and most of the top names in the 
field. But many judge the acts only as 
how they relate to the worldwide black 
liberation struggle.

Just before the concert at the Demba 
Diop Stadium, the first of the three shows, 
we talked to several students sitting in the 
first row, waiting to see the Jackson Five. 
They were very vociferious about their 
anti-Senghor stand (president of Senegal), 
and strongly disapproved of his "yes sir 
boss, yes sir boss" ties with France. 
They were equally anti-Nixon for his 
lack of concern for African Liberation 
and the freedom of black people every­
where. They came down hard on French 
and US. imperialism, and called Presidents 
Senghor and Nixon a whole lot of "mutha- 
fukkas".

In one interview, when asked if he 
liked the Jackson Five, one student said, 
"I can say yes..... But I like, because they
are black men. But if they are "yes. Boss, 
yes Boss"..... after the white man......
everytime after white man, I don't like. 
But if the Jackson Five are black, and 
proud to be black, I like it". It seemed 
that in each interview about the show, 
politics crept in and the youth used the 
opportunity to express their dissatisfac­
tion with the way their country was being 
run and vowed openly that there would 
be a revolution.

When asked by Frankie Crocker what 
they were doing about it, they replied 
"Revolution, Man!..... everybody must do
revolution here." When Marion ques­
tioned whether it was a "revolution of
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The Jackson Five pause at the entrance to the slave house at Goree Island

Jackie signs Autograph for young Senegalese. NEWBREED DECEMBER 1974
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3ICA
on the transformers, one of them 
. sing a power failure.
nythm was still loud and clear, 

seeing that they were getting 
•:ce for the vocal mikes, Marlon, 
•?l and Jackie left the stage, as the 

’m continued, while repairs and/or 
cements were made. When they 

rned to the stage, there was a thun- 
ous applause and everything was clear 

s -ling from then on.
i'he audience, which had been rela­

tively quiet until then, became alive and 
appreciative of what they almost missed.

There was a point where Michael 
while singing, jumped off the stage into 
the camera pit,and walked to the audience. 
He took off his jacket, and threw it to 
the ground, and a mad scramble ensued 
for the "souvenir". A tug of war follo­
wed for the item, but the winner was 
promoter Johnny Secka, beating all, in 
the "battle of Michael's jacket."

The crowd was as much as J5 crowd 
as the teenagers in Gary, Indiana, or 
Los Angeles, California. They especially 
liked the rhythmic choreographed num­
bers like "Daddy Was A Rolling Stone". 
Not at all like their daddy, Joe Jackson 
who was, as always, with them on the 
tour. Pop, who handles the business, 
is the brain behind the group and the 
single most reason for their success.

Mrs. Katherine Jackson (mother of the 
group), who was not on the trip (nor 
were the wives of Tito and Jermaine) 
recently reminisced about the days back 
in Gary "One of the reasons the boys 
picked up interest in music is because 
Joe and I would not let them hang out 
in the streets too much. I remember 
when the boys won their first talent 
contest. Naturally I was kind of surprised 
when they were announced as first place 
winners.

“Many times Joe would spend money 
needed for thrf house on microphones, 
guitars or some other necessity for the 
group. Being a mother, I used to be 
quite concerned about the way money 
was spent around the house. But need­
less to say, the investments for the instru­
ments were necessary and it was benefi­
cial because the boys practiced very hard 
and all those years of talent shows and



Promoter Mamadou Seckka translates.

Crowd listens as Griot tells of Goree Island slave life
NEWBREED DECEMBER 1974
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say, but near to the island many 
swim out to meet the boat and 
coins thrown from abroad.

The slave pr 
the Dutch and 
Goree Island.

wrw
AFRICA
small engagements paid off."

Joe Jackson was not without his own 
moment of glory, for he was honoured 
by the Senegalese government, with the 
highest medal of the country. Medal of 
the Lion, in a special ceremony 
honour. In the absence of Pn 
Senghor, who was in France, the medal 
was presented by Monsieur Fall, the Minis­
ter of Tourism, who is among the nicest 
and most efficient persons around. In 
turn, Michael presented the government 
with their latest gold record.

By far, the most dramatic part of the 
trip was the visit to Goree Island, where 
tko ^|ave prison and houses still stand.

year thousands of tourists take the 
. joat from Dakar to Goree. The 

waters are still inhabited by sharks some 
children 
dive for

jrison was built in 1776 by 
d was the last one built on 

The first one was built 
by the Portuguese in 1536. During the 
Portuguese rule, which lasted until 1580, 
all around Goree were slave houses, pri­
sons and a capacity count of 1,200 slaves. 
The waiting was long, two to three mon­
ths in cramped cells, in chains waiting 
for the ships to come and make the 
crossing. Some cells for men held 15 to 
20 slaves, sitting with their backs to the 
wall. The chains were removed only 
once per day to allow them to go to the 
toilet. The living was so bad that it 
created the first yellow fever which took 
half of the population of Goree in 1789. 

Many of the members of the entourage 
were visibly shaken, as the tour guide, 
the griot, told the history of Goree. He 
gave the Jackson Five, and some of us, 
pieces of the chains, now rusted, that 
held our forebears, men, women and 
children only a small percentage of which 
actually lived to reach the slave planta­
tions of the South and the West Indies. 

The Saturday and Sunday shows at 
the Theatre National Daniel Sorano, were 
also dynamite but the most deeply inflic­
ted memory was Goree Island.
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by Ishmael Alabi.

“Yes. Joe
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MUHKMNsEE ME
CHAMPION and sditCHi.
Float like a butterfly; Sting like a bee.

icy 
istoi 

char* 
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social

loser and still champion
Not long after Atlanta Got 
Maddox decided to permit.

by the punching power of this “street 
fighter” who had not been taken beyond 
the second round in his previous eight 
fights. For those who cared to read 
beyond the lines however, the feat was 
not too unexpected.

Fight of the Century
Dateline: Kinshasha.

Louis and is able to show how inextri­
cably boxing champions arc heroes of 
related acts that serve as parables of cul­
tural change.

For our purpose, we arc not interested 
in all the details of this biography. Suffice 
it to say that having examined 
all of Ali’s fights from Jerry Quarry to 
Bonavcna and his loss of the heavy 
weight title to Joe Frazier in The Fight 
Of The Century, Schulbcrg asked in his 
book: “Did Ali’s defeat by Joe Frazier 
mean the end of the Ali legend? Could 
a super-ego who has made braggadocio a 
way of life live with liimself in defeat? 
another American newspaper inquired. 
The answers Schulberg provide are ger­
mane to what we need here in analysing 
the return of Ali to heavyweight cham­
pionship glory on the morning of Oct. 
30, 1974 in the Twentieth of May Sta­
dium in Kinshasha, Africa.

For Schulberg had said in his book 
that “just as people get the government 
they deserve, so .each period in our 
history seems to create the heavyweight 

impion it needs to express itself on 
platform where body, language and

,m>1 currents fuse.”
The author concluded:

Indeed, many will see wliat happened 
in the Twentieth of May Stadium, Kin­
shasha, as an exposure of Foreman’s 
deficiencies and of his self-defeating cru­
dity and lack of imagination. But we were 
only aware of those weaknesses because 
Muhammed All refused to be impressed 
hv tl.rt tllic

Two centuries of prize fights from 
Molineaux to Joe Louis could not have 
failed to produce their own legends and 
sagas. Yet none so true to the moods of 
the times, so true to the theatrics of 
refined boxing, and to the yearnings of 
crowd response and interest which can 
ever surpass that brought into modern 
boxing by Muhammed Ali, “that utter­
most of Warriors, the vigorous valiant, the 
dazzle of them all”.

For a long time to come, the question 
as to who is the greatest heavyweight 
champion of all times would continue 
to agitate the minds of sporting writers 
everywhere, but certainly, no one will 
ever dispute Muhammed Ali’s contribu­
tions to boxing. Is it his claims to have 
ressurected heavyweight boxing from the 
doldrums or his role in bringing meaning 
into an intrinsically demeaning sport or 
in educating the whole of mankind about 
the virtues of an essentially crude craft 
that anyone will seek to dispute? But no 
one is more aware of those contributions 
than Muhammed Ali himself. For oft- 
repeatedly, he has said: “I’m the greatest, 
the greatest of all times.” With his recent 
victory, he is already being tagged the 
Alpha and Omega of boxing and who 
dares contradict?

_ ___ ______  _ ivernor Les­
ter Maddox decided to permit Ali’s come­
back fight with Jerry Quarry in Georgia, 
Atlanta, after a three-ycar lay-off, his 
personal biographer Schulberg began to 
piece together the webs and strands of 
a life which had known several ups and 
downs. The biography written in the 
tradition of the American protest novel 
was an author’s uncompromising potrait 
of a man who despite his enormous 
following the world-over was a victim of 
vicious American negrophobia. Schulberg 
takes the reader through two centuries 
of prize fights from Molineaux to Joe
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a fabulous era m the history of boxing 
in the world. For October 30 established 
the date when the legendary Muhammed 
Ali knocked out in eight rounds odds 
on-favounte George Foreman in a world 
heavyweight boxing fight watched by 
millions of viewers all over the world.

It was a magnificient victory recorded 
in an incredible style which Ali later 
defined as the “rope system” easily ano­
ther one of his many contributions to 
boxing.

The return to glory was effected in 
like manner as it all started way back in 
June 1964 when Ali dethroned odds-on- 
favourite Sonny Liston who bowed out 
in the seventh round. Soon after Foreman 
was counted out, Ali leaped in triumph 
and then fell, pushed by a mob invading 
the ring before he sat on his hunches 
while pandemonium raged above him. 
Hclmetted troops beat back the crowd 
with their batons and finally, Ali was 
able to raise his hands to the dawn sky 
and urge 60,000 onlookers to cry “Ali 
boom a yea”. Foreman, his right eye 
swollen and blood trickling from his 
nose and mouth sat hunched in his 
comer, friendless, dejected and a broken 
man.

As Foreman swung and missed, Ali 
firmly backed into the ropes taunting 
him “show me sometliing, you ain’t got 
nothing”, he grunted as Foreman landed 
to the elbows, the arms and sometimes 
even below the belt. By the eight and 
decisive round, jt was the matador toying

Tia^vi L. —. —.disputed champion but 
_ lives on. The scenario 

of Muhammed Ali is the sum of all our 
baseness and nobility. He is the mirror 
in which we may examine our viciousness 
and thoughtlessness and our fast moments 
of virtue. It is a time of light and dark­
ness.”

Thus, we could see now why Ali. 
the people’s Champion’s victory over 
Foreman, the WBA champion in Kinslia- 
sha is just more than another boxing 
laurel. We should see also why Ali could 
demand and obtain universal attention in 
his post-fight press conference to proclaim 
confidently and with immunity that he 
is the greatest citizen in America today. 
But above all else, we could scorn now a 
pre-fight review in the London Times of 
Tuesday, Oct 29, 1974 by Neil Allen 
which went: “psychologically rather than 
statistically, we have to measure Ali’s 
most permanent euphoria against Fore­
man’s phlegmatic attitude to ’life. 
Ah’s charisma should dwindlq wit 
19-foot ring if his retreat is cut c 
Foreman’s relentless advance. 1 am afraid 
that this will be the last waltz for the 
great athlete I first saw in the Rome 
Olympics 14 summers ago. He has come 
home to Africa too late.” Misguided 
and mischievious this preview now sounds, 
but it is representative of many, if not all 
the predictions and previews that went 
out in the world’s press before the fight.

Yet if any one had cared to open 
“Loser and Still Champion”, the answers 
were permanently there. For Schulberg 
had said that all along what we see with 
all the other innovations Ab brought 
to the climatic ritual of the heavyweight 
championship are the new tactics of 
confrontation politics. “He applied to 
the traditional ceremony of the ring the 
outlandish behaviour of Abbie Hoffman 
Of more importance however, he was the 
first ideal practitioner of the craft to 
tap out on the heads and bodies of his 
opponents the message “black is beau­
tiful.”

But in the sceptical pre-fight reviews 
and calculated onslaught on the man in 
the world’s press, everyone ignored this. 
Not even the Black Bomber Joe Louis 
who picked “street fighter” Foreman to 
win.

“How, a visitor to Las Vegas inquired 
could Ali be a 3-1 underdog against 
anyone?”

“I’d make Foreman 4 to 1 if he 
hadn't got cut over the right eye in the 
training accident. Joe Louis said. If Ali 
tries to grab and hold on like the referee 
let him do against Frazier last time. 
George will break his back”. Well enough 
of adverse preview publicity and off to 
Zaire.
BIGGEST BOXING UPSET OF ALL 
TIMES.

What happened there will now pass as 
NEWBREED DECEMBER 1974

with the bull as Ab burnt in left hands 
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million vice 
expected io —
blow-by-blow television transmission ol 
the fight. About the same figure was 
projected for continental Europe. Euro- 
sia and Africa. Not much could be said 
in this respect of Nigeria where viewers 
had a boom day when paid transmission 
of the fight was cancelled in the last 
minute and by courtesy of Philip Morris 
a giant American concern, Lagos and 
Ibadan fans were told to relax at home 
and enjoy the transmission five within 
the prccints of their residence.

What accounted for the decline in 
viewing may be psychological stemming 
from the massive pre-fight adverse pub-
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luncheon.
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; rating of the ills of impe- 
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African Heads of States.

musical event which 
___ ___ j of the best names in 

the business like James Brown, Stevie 
Wonder and Aretha Franklyn. The musi­
cal event actually went on despite the 
postponement but was a big financial 
loss because it was not conceived as an 
independent event but was tied to the 
fight and was only separated from it by 
circumstance - a cut sustained by Fore­
man during a training session with sparring 
partner Bill Me Murray. Yet, this decrease 
in monetary expectations should not 
detract too much from the significance 
of the fight.

For, to all intents and purposes, the 
Ali-Foreman championship fight next to 
the Olympic Games which take place

licity which built up Foreman to super- 
star status and made Ali’s bid look like 
a hopeless cause. Of course, this had 
the natural effect of keeping off many 
prospective fans from watching as they 
could not bear the sight of their idol 
being pummelled into pieces by a not too 
acceptable opponent. The other reason 
could be attributed to the Foreman 
injury which forced postponement of the 
original date of the fight from September 
25 to October 30 and threw into chaos 
all the related fiesta and festivals which 
the organisers had mounted to recoup 
their substantial investment.

This include a 
was to star many

George Foreman sits beside a bevy of black American 
beauties and rock and pop music star lames Brown.

~...j ... four years is indeed the fight has helped President Mobutu Sese
biggest single sporting event of our time. Seko to further consolidate his a^ieatj' 
It was not only the piost rapturous, the .
most exhilarating and the most expensive, a ‘ 
it was the first involving blacks to be t0 
staged in a black African country'. Many 
years ago, a black African countiy, Nige­
ria, hosted a world middleweight title 
fight involving Gene Fulmer, a white and 
the late Dick Tiger.

The last three heavyweight title fights 
all involved Americans of course, but 
not one was held in the United States. 
There was Kingston, Jamaica where Fore­
man battered Joe Frazier loose from 
the crown; then Tokyo and then Caracas 
where Foreman dismissed Ken Norton 
the man who had broken Ali’s jaw. And 
now Kinshasha as far as ever from New 
York’s Madison Square Garden which used 
to be considered the Mecca of the boxing 
world in the ’60s.

These competing claims should no 
doubt help to explain the significance 
Africans and blacks everywhere attached . ’ 
to the fight. The successful staging of ® ® 
the fight in Zaire was not only a victory tn 9 
for blackism; it has also helped to p 
Zaire and Africa firmly on the woi 
map. The publicity generated by the 
fight is one that no amount of naira can 
purchase.

In strict political terms also, the
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SHOULE aU RETIRE?
The question has been asked too many 

times in the last few weeks whether 
Muhammed Ali should make his exit 
Having reached the apogee of Iris great- 

, should Ali hang his gloves while the 
»ing is good; while the victory is 

torv 0,76(11 and savours of. a remarkable end 
nUt to a 81°r*ous carreer? Or should he 
orld stay and Ash1 on-

Pondering the same questions in the 
London Observer of Nov. 3, 1974, Hugh 
Mclivanncy wrote: “We should have 
known that Muhammed Ali would not 
settle for any ordinary old resurrection. 
His had to have an additional flourish. 
So having rolled away the rock, he liit 
George Foreman on the head with it” 
To which I add that having resurrected 
on the mutilated body of the dethroned 
Foreman, Ali should ride on; fight on 
till his bones are rotten. For, after all, 
whether loser or still champion, Ali is 
boxing’s Alpha and Omega. And boxing 
is the richer for liis presence.

In conclusion, I would like to add 
that Ali’s triumph over Foreman is our 
hope that light cannot be hidden under 
a bushel. Hence, naked power and brute 
force can never triumph over intelligence 
and truth.
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Once the crowns come off the Star bottles 
and that beautiful golden beer starts flowing - 
there’s a ‘happening’.

Troubles melt. People relax. Friendship grows.
Brightness takes over your world Life becomes 
a great big bubbling pleasure.

The sensation is unique. You feel STAR-BRIGHT
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