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N A T I O N A L  C O N F A B
•  1  i U )  l i

residen t O lusegun 
O basanjo yesterday 
turned down a request 

by a high-powered delegation 
o f  40 M uslim  leaders to 
reconstitu te  the national 
political reform conference so 
that it reflects the nation’s 
religious composition.

Senate passes 
N1.799tr budget
By Isa Sanusi and Hammeed 

M. Bello, Senior Political 
Reporters 

he senate passed the 
2005 budget yesterday 
authorising the appro­

priation ofN 1.799 trillion from 
the consolidated  revenue 
fund o f the federation barely 
sjx months after President 
Oluseguii Obasanjo presen­
ted the Appropriation Aet to 
a jo in t sesstefl o f  the two 
ehamber* o f  the National
Assembly. .......  “

The chairm an, senate 
committee on Appropriation 
and Finance, Senator John 
Azuta-Mbata, told the senate 
that the budget was delayed 
because o f the prolonged 
consultations w ith stake­
holders in the attempt to ar­
rive at an acceptable revenue 
framework, adding that the 
budget was predicated on an 
average oil price benchmark 
o f 30 US dollars, 2,708,000 
barrels crude production level 
per day and an exchange rate 
ofN 133 per dollar.

Senator A zuta M bata 
noted that the N200 billion fis­
cal deficit generated by the 
total expenditure will be fi­
nanced by half o f the excess 
crude revenues accrued in 
2004, N20 billion to be gener­
ated from sale of federal gov­
ernment properties and N63.7 
billion privatisation proceeds 
expected from  the sale of 
ALSCON and NITEL.

Foreign and dom estic 
debts gulped over N355 bil­
lion, with a total o f N745 bil­
lion going into recurrent ex­
penditure while N608 billion 
has been appropriated for 
capital expenditure. With the 
scrapping o f the Ministry of 
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By Habeeb I. Pindiga,
Political Reporter

O basanjo at a m eeting 
behind closed  doors 
reportedly told the delega­
tion, which was led by the 
Sultan o f  Sokoto, A lhaji 
Muhammadu Maccido, that 
he never considered religion 
as a factor in putting together 
the conference.

The M uslim  leaders 
comprising traditional rulers

and Islamic scholars, under 
the auspices o f the Nigeria 
Supreme Council for Islamic 
Affairs (NSCIA), were at the 
S tate H ouse in A buja to 
express their dismay with the 
lopsided composition o f the 
conference’s leadership and 
membership.

Daily Trust learnt that this 
was sequel to a meeting ear­
lier held in Kaduna Tuesday, 
where it was resolved that the 
council should  ask the 
president to nominate more

Muslims into the conference.
A dependable source at 

the meeting told Daily Trust 
yesterday that the delegation 
protested to the president 
that though M uslim s 
constitute 65 per cent of the 
n ation’s population, their 
representation in the confab 
was 160 against 233 Chris­

tians.
But an adamant Obasanjo 

reportedly told the gathering 
that he was “disappointed” 
that the Sultan has led such a 
“crowd” to him, when he (the 
president) had at an earlier 
m eeting  February  28 
explained to the Sultan that 
religion was not part of the

factors considered in nomina­
ting delegates.

Daily Trust gathered that 
NSCIA secretary general, D r.! 
Lateef Adegbite who spoke ] 
on behalf o f the group told j 
O basanjo  that there  was 
apprehension  am ong 
Muslims that the conference, j 
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... Adm its failure 
over debt relief

• Begins another world tour
P residen t O lusegun 

Obasattjo yesterday 
Vttieed His frustrations 

in his efforts to get debt relief 
fer the«eoutitry over the past 
fiyg-.years even as he sub= 
ports the House o f Represen­
tatives which on Tuesday 
passed a resolution calling for 
a stop to further payment of 
foreign debts.

Speaking when he re ­
ceived a delegation from the 
House of Representatives led 
by its Speaker, Aminu Bello 
Masari, Obasanjo however 
called for patience as he em­
barks on a last round of cam­
paigns for debt relief and can­
cellation from Nigeria’s credi­
tors and development part­
ners.

He said: “I would want to 
appeal to you to say that I 
take serious note o f  this 
motion and I am aware of your 
concern and I share your 
frustrations. I will want to

j By Reuben Yunona, Settlor 
Reporter State Home

appeal to you Mr; Speaker 
that you allow me to y§e the 
best e ffo rts  a f  us ip 
government and those men 
and women o f goodwill out 
there.”

Recalling his frustrations 
in the debt re lie f  effo rt, 
Obasanjo who was presented 
with the House motion by 
Speaker Bello Masari said: 
“As you rightly observed, 
from tho-time I won the elec­
tion in February 1999,1 have 
gone round the world not 
once. I have met all the people 
that matter politically in the 
Group o f 8 and Group of less 
than 8.

“Occasionally, I get good 
words. Then they prescribe 
that you must do this, you 
must do that and one of the 
things that they wanted us to 
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Sultan o f  Sokoto Alhaji Muhammadu Maccido (left) and Shehu o f  Borno Alhaji Mohammed Ibn- 
Elkanemi during the meeting o f  elders ofSupreme Council o f  Islamic Affairs with President Obasanjo 
at the state House, Abuja... yesterday. pjx: joe Oroye.

Niger demands 80% 
revenue acruing to NEPA

N ieer State renresen- . __

!
iger State represen­
tatives at the national 
po litica l reform  

conference have called for the 
setting aside of 80 per cent of 
revenue accruable to the 
N ational E lec tric  Pow er 
A uthority  (NEPA), as 
derivation for distribution to 
power producing areas

By Habeeb I. Pindiga,
Political Reporter

Conjoined Zimbabwean twins separated
A  pair o f seven-month- 

old twin boys from 
Zimbabwe who were 

joined at the abdomen and 
shared a liver are recovering 
in Toronto’s Sick Kids Hos­
pital after a successful sepa­
ration surgery.

The boys, Tinashe and 
Tinotenda are recovering in 
the critical care unit where 
they are in critical condition

By Elkanah Chawai,
Reporter (Foreign Desk) with 

agency report

on life-support.
Dr. Jacob Langer said the 

surgery went as planned on 
Monday, with no unexpected 
complications, but the boys 
still face risks.

The operation had been 
expected to last eight hours

but w ent b e tter than ex ­
pected.

The boys who have cleft 
lips and palates, will still have 
to undergo surgery to correct 
those problems before they 
go home.

As well, doctors will at­
tem pt to stra igh ten  their 
spines, which became curved 
because of the way they were 
attached.’

The representatives are 
also seeking compensation 
on environmental degrada­
tion caused by flood.

In a four-page presenta­
tion, Professor Shehu Jibril 
Bida said “Niger state has 
three electricity generating 
plants supplying almost 80 
per cent o f the nation’s pow­
ers. We pray the conference 
will support the establish** 
ment o f HYPPADEC and 80 
per cent derivation from rev­
enue accruing to NEPA and 
the nation.

“Secondly, we deserve 
compensation on environ- 
m entat disaster caused by 
regular flood wiping away 
some villages like Bussa,

Shiroro and Muregi.”
Bida’s presentation cafne 

in the wake of persistent de­
mands for resource control 
by delegates from the South- 
South. They had earlier on 
Monday and Tuesday been 
pushing for control o f  oil 
wealth to address environ­
mental degradations afflicting 
the Niger Delta communities.

Bida also called for the | 
development o f agriculture j 
and control o f deforestation, 
desertification and erosiop.

Speaking on the role o f tfte'; 
military in a democracy, Bida 
urged for respect to the Khaki-, 
whom he said, laid down their j 
lives to fight a war for th e j 
un ity  o f  N igeria . |. 
The military had been under 
attack at the confab for their 

Contd. on Pg 2

http://www.niaerianstockexchanae.com


P a g e  2

\i
U
|C

P
d
K
P
b
a

4
o:
ir
lit
w
m

Of %
di
hi
ex

an 
wl 
en 
ac 
wc 
sal 
a i 
att 
be

A1 
sta 
bui 
tin  
wa 
in 
out 
the 

re ra  
the 
ous 
be j 
Coi

rep
we:
eac
go\
pas
Mu
able
app
Yor
criti

pub 
and 
docl 
are t 
The
Prin. 

r j  52?
Tel:

which is expected to take far 
reaching decisions, may not 
protect their interests since 

j the composition and especi- 
: ally leadership are slanted in
I favour o f Christians.

He reportedly said since 
I independence, no govem - 
| ment has manifestly been 
! unfair to Muslims in appoint- 
I ments like the present one.

According to the NSCIA 
! scribe, the source said, in the

military, o f the 19 army comm­
anders only one is a Muslim,

S the remaining are Christians;
I Qf  the 15 in the air forcc one 

is a Muslim and J4 are Chris- 
i tians; among the 84 aittbas- 
j sadors, 50 are Christians and 
I 34 are M uslims; o f  the 45 

permanent secretaries, only 
I 16 are Muslims; only 17 of the 
I 41 ministers are Muslims and 

only four o f the 46 heads of 
! parastatals are Muslims.

A degb ite , D a i ly  Trust 
j le a rn t, sugg ested  to  the 
i president that Muslims have 
; run out o f  patience.

In his response, Obasanjo 
I reported ly  expressed  dis- 
; pleasure with the delegation,
: saying that since he had made 

his point to the Sultan, this 
! visit was unnecessary.

According to the source,
I Obasanjo faulted some o f the 

figures given, contending 
th a t “ s ta tis tic s  can be 
dangerous” .

He was also said to have 
reminded the delegation that 
there was a time when Nigeri­
ans across religious divides 
voted for a Muslim-Muslim 
ticket and heavens did not 
fall.

Obasanjo was also said to 
have quoted  the relevan t 
sections to  pxplain to the 
M uslim  lead ers  th a t the 
co n stitu tio n  m erely  said  
federal character should be 
adhered to and that as far as j 
he was concerned religion i 
w as no t p a rt o f  federal 
character!

Besides this, he said he 
w as no t re sp o n sib le  for 
nominating state delegates, 
and w en t on to  m ention  
states where he appointed 
only M uslims even though 
they had substantial number 
o f  C h ris tian s  in  th e ir  
population.

On the 65 per cent Muslim
composition as mentioned by
A degb ite , O basan jo  said  j 
w hat was w idely believed | 
even internationally was that 

[ N igeria is about the only 
I nation with 50-50 Muslim- :
| Christian population. He also j 

em phasised  that h is only j 
sister is a Muslim.

The president also faulted 
allegations that nobody had 
been punished for the Plateau 
re lig io u s  c lashes, saying 
1,166 people had so far been 
arrested, 13 convicted and 47 

I are in court.
He, how ever, adm itted 

J according to our source that 
1 “well, we are not perfect. We 

m ay have m ade som e 
m istak es, bu t we should  
show example to other coun- 

! tries that religion will not 
I divide us.”

At this point the delega­
tion was said to have taken 
ex cep tion  to  O basan jo  s

Obasanjo Contd. from  Pg 1
president^that in a dialogue inc luded  Sheikh  D ahiru
situation, there should be 
compromise. One of the emirs 
was also said to have flared 
up and asked the Sultan to 
le ll the president that Muslim 
delegates would be asked to 
pull out o f the conference.

He was said to have told 
the p res id en t th a t i f  he 
refused to bulge, there may 
be no peace.

At th is po in t an appa­
rently furious Obasanjo was 
said to have interrupted and 
said “I’m the chairman of this 
meeting. Enough is enough. 
Closing prayer.”

At this point the Sultan 
asked Sheikh Shanff Saleh to 
say the p ray ers  and the 
president afterwards stood 
up, shook only the hands of 
the Sultan and walked out of 
the room.

Besides M accido, other 
trad itio n  ru le rs  on the 
entourage were the Emir of 
Kano, Alhaji Ado Bayero; 
E m ir o f  K atsina , A lhaji 
Muhammad Kabir Usman; 
Shehu o f  B orno , A lhaji 
Mustapha El-Kanemi; Emir of 
Gwandu, Alhaji M ustapha 
Jakolo; Emir of Zazzau, Alhaji 
Shehu Idris; Olukare of Ikare; 
Oba of Agbede; Emir of Ilorin, 
Alhaji Sulu Gambari; Emir of 
Yauri, Dr. Zaiyanu Abdullahi; 
and Etsu Nupe, Dr. Yahya 
Abubakar.

The Islam ic  scho la rs

Bauchi, Sheikh Bashir Sambo, 
Sheikh  A dam  Isa Idoko , 
Sheikh Sanusi Gumbi, Sheikh 
Sharif Sale, Sheikh Ahmad T. 
O rik i, P ro fesso r Ishaq  
Oloyede, Malam Ishak Sani 
and Malam Ismaila Khalifa.

A lso  p resen t at the 
meeting were Vice President 
Atiku Abubakar; Governor 
A bdullah i A dam u o f 
N asaraw a state; G overnor 
Ahmed Sani of Zamfara state; 
H ead o f  S erv ice  o f  the 
Federation, Alhaji Mahmud 
Yayale Ahmed; Chief o f Staff 
in the Presidency, General 
A bdu llah i M oham m ed; 
minister of the Federal Capital 
Territory, Malam Nasiru el- 
Rufai and Presidential Assi­
stant, Dr. A liyu M odibbo 
Umar.

Earlier the presidency had 
dropped 12 out of 52 names 
o f the NSCIA delegation that 
asked to see the president. 
Among those not permitted 
into Aso Rock were Dr. Datti 
Ahmed, Mallam Nafiu Baba 
A hm ed the president and 
secretary  o f  the Suprem e 
Council for the Implemen­
tation of Shariah and Sheikh 
Yakubu M usa, a K atsina- 
based cleric, who was once 
detained  on susp icion  o f 
sup p o rtin g  “ te r ro r is t” 
activities.

Nigeria earned N345.8bn
 _____from crude sales in January

1 External reserves hit $19.59bn

Debt relief contd. from pgi
do very much is to reform and Obasanjo said and warned the
as you know, we have a very 
deep and very comprehen­
sive reform going on.”

Though Nigeria was now 
doing things differently as 
prescribed by the creditors, 
this has not transformed into 
debt relief, Obasanjo said.

“People say to us, you are 
dofttg what is right, we cart 
see it. But nothing else is hap­
pening, what we have been 
doing wrong in the past, we 
are trying to do right now. Not 
only that Nigeria bears the 
burden o f looking after the 
situation in Togo and Liberia, 
before the international com­
munity was ready, we were 
th e re , even in D arfu r,” 
Obasanjo said.

He explained that Nigeria 
was no t only  b e ing  its 
brother’s keeper, but doing it 
for the role.

“ We have accep ted  to 
bear the brunt in this respect, 
but what do we get out of it, 
now, when everything seems 
right then we hear things like 
how is your budget doing?,”

country’s creditors to take 
note of the mood of Nigeri­
ans on the issue o f foreign 
debt.

He wondered why coun­
tries like India and Pakistan 
could qualify for almost 100 
per cent debt relief while Ni­
geria does not qualify.

P resen ting  the foreign 
debts resolution adopted by 
the H ouse on T u e s d a y ^

^Speaker Bello Masari said, 
“the House w a s 'convinced 
that from 1999 to date,” your 
adm inistra tion  has estab ­
lished sound socio economic 
structures to attract cancel­
lation o f Nigeria’s huge for­
eign debt.”

Stressing that the House 
was dismayed by the refusal 
o f  our external creditors to 
cancel N igeria’s debt and 
provide necessary economic 
relief, Masari said the House 
resolved to “call on Mr. Presi­
dent to cease forthwith, fur­
ther external debt payment to 
any group of foreign credi­
tors.”

N igeria earned about 
N 345 .8  b illio n  
th ro u g h  sa les o f  

crude oil in January alone, the 
C en tra l B ank o f  N ig eria  
(CBN), has revealed.

The apex bank also said in 
its monthly report on the fi­
nancial and economic status 
of the Nigerian economy for 
January 2005, released yes­
terday in A buja, that the 
nation’s foreign reserves rose 
15.5 percent to US$ 19.9 bil­
lion at the end of January this 
year, while inflation rate for 
the 12-month period the same 
month was estimated at 14.0 
percent, compared with 15.0 
percent recorded in Decem­
ber 2004.

Also, the report which is 
issued by the research de­
partment o f the CBN, puts 
total currency in circulation 
in the economy at N543.3 bil­
lion, while accounts on for­
eign exchange flows in the 
nation’s economy within the 
month under review showed 
a net inflow of US$ 1.6 billion.

According to the report, 
Nigeria’s crude oil output in­
creased by 0.4 percent in 
January this year over De­
cember 2004’s level o f 2.24 
million barrels per day (mbd) 
or 69.44 million barrels for the 
month.

The report said further 
that crude oil export was esti­
mated at 1.79 mbd compared 
with 1.78 mbd in December 
last year. It added that in the 
spot market, the average price 
o f Nigeria’s reference crude, 
the B onny L igh t, was 
US$46.86 per barrel indicating 
an increase d f 15.1 percent 
over the level o f the precede

By Ahlhed L Shekarau,
Group Business Editor

ing month.
Thus, at an average o f 

US$46.86 per barrel and with 
an estimated daily sale o f 1.79 
million barrels, the nation 
earned a total o f US$2.6 bil­
lion, an equivalent ofN345.8 
billion from the sale of crude 
oil alone.

On the foreign exchange 
market, the CBN report said 
there  w as an in flow  o f 
US$2.65 billion as against an 
outflow o f US$1.05 billion, 
resulting in a net inflow of 
US$ 1.6 billion. The report said 
further that sales of foreign 
exchange to authorised deal­
ers by the CBN within the 
m onth  am ounted  to 
US$674.33 million, compared

to US$668.93 million in De­
cember 2004.

The weighted average ex­
change rate o f the naira vis- 
a-vis the US dollar in Janua 
this year, according to the n 
port, depreciated from 
preceding m onth’s le ^
N 132.56 p e r  dollar to N 132.'

In the financial sector o f 
the N igerian  econom y, 
money supply grew as total 
d ep o sits  w ith  the CBN 
amounted to N 1.2 trillion, in­
dicating an increase ofN162.3 
billion or 16.2 percent, but the 
banking system’s net credit 
to the federal governm ent 
declined by N 188.8 billion or 
97.0 percent to N5.8 billion, 
and banking system’s credit 
to the private sector also de­
clined by N 21.9 billion or 1.4 
percent to N 1.51 trillion.

Soludo heads 
new M int board

T he Central Bank o f  
N ig eria  (C B N ), 
yesterday dissolved 

the board o f the N igerian 
Security Printing and Minting 
(NSPM) Pic, and constituted 
a new one w ith the CBN 
governor, Professor Charles 
C. Soludo, as chairman.

Also yesterday, the CBN 
reconstituted the m anage­
ment o f the NSPM Pic other­
wise referred to as the Mint, 
throwing out three o f its ex­
ecutive directors and also

.epresented by three people j 
on the new board as against i 
its two seats in the past.

Thomas De La Rue, which 
hitherto had two representa­
tives on the mint’s board, now 
has no seat as it only retains 
about three percent stake in 
the company, while the Bu­
reau o f  Public Enterprises 
(BPE), will retain its single 
seat since the plan to privatise 
the company has not been 
completely shelVed.

Our source disclosed fur­
ther that following the re­

cutting down the size o f its structuting o f the company’s
departments from nine to five, management, there will otily

It WOuld be feealled that t. . ttttunFal tndrtdiiiSfe in

the Federal Capital Territory, 
its sub-head has now been 
mopped into that o f the of­
fice o f the Head o f the civil 
service o f the federation.

The presidency will in this 
year’s budget, cost the nation 
overN68 billion for both capi­
tal and recurrent expendi­
tures, while the budget as a 
whole has the potential of a 
surplus o f about N46.7 bil­
lion.

After the Appropriation

President, Adolphus Wabara, 
said “I hope the president will 
this time, implement the bud­
get in full,” while Senators 
Y usha’u A nka and Bode 
Olowoporoku noted that it is 
a tragedy that the. budget 
grossly neglected the fund­
ing o f the agricultural sector.

Similarly, the senate has 
named thirteen senators for 
the harmonisation committee 
that will reconcile the budget 
passed by the senate and that

Niger Contd. from  Pg I
ignoble role in the nation s 
malaise.

“The army occupies a stra­
tegic position in the life of a 
nation for it defends, protects 
and promotes sovereignty, 
peace and security o f the na­
tion,” he said.

Bida also canvassed an 
autonomous third tier as pro- j 
vided in the constitution.

“O ur local governm ent 
system needs to be realisti- j 
cally examined. The frequent | 
replacement of elected coun- 
cillors and chairmen with ap­
pointed caretakers needs to | 
be checked and stopped,” he 
said. ...............

Senate Contd. from  P g l

tives and the committee is 
expected to complete its work 
before the end of this month.

The budget harmonisation 
committee of the senate con­
sist o f Senators John Azuta 
Mbata, Abubakar M aikafi, 
Jonathan Zwingina, Daniel 
Saror, Tokunboh Afikuyomi, 
F arouk  B ello -B unza, 
Mamman Ali, Iyiola Omisore, 
Ken N nam ani, Emmanuel 
Okpede, Ike Ekweremadu, 
Isa iah  B ala t and V ictor

n v, uU1U — ...... be five general managers in
the ape* bank effectively took tnint as against nine,
control o f the mint late last u nd©r th e p r e s e n i  ar-
fflrtntfa. rangement, our source said,

H  n p rp p n t  c tak fi tO j.1____...HI /\n o  iTAnpralacquired 77 percent stake to 
emerge as m ajority share­
holder in the company.

A dependable source in 
the NSPM Pic, told D aily  
Trust that at an emergency 
board meeting held yesterday 
at the company’s Abuja fac­
tory, Professor Soludo an­
nounced the dissolution o f 
the former board o f directors 
w hich was headed by his 
deputy in charge of opera­
tio n s, Dr. S ham suddeen  
Usman.

The new  board , our 
source revealed, will have six 
CBN officials as against three 
in the former one, while the 
federal government will be

Meanwhile, the House of 
R epresentatives yesterday 
raised a team headed by the 
House leader, Hon. Abdul 
Ningi, for th&harmonisation 
o f the 2005 budget'passed 
separately by both chambers 
with differences in figures.

The Speaker, Aminu Bello 
Masari, who announced the 
decision at yesterday’s ple­
nary, gave the names o f mem­
bers of the ten-man team to 
include the Appropriations 
and Finance Com m itte^haii^

there will be one general man­
ager each for the Abuja and 
Lagos factories o f the com­
pany; a general manager in 
charge of finance and admin­
istration department, another 
for human resources depart­
ment, as well as the GM, Spe­
cial Business Unit, a newly 
created segment which incor­
porates former security docu­
ments and commercial de­
partments. ^

These! five general manag­
ers, the source diselosed fur­
ther, will now report directly 
to the managing director since 
the position o f executive di­
rectors (ED s), have been 
phased out.

and Farooq La wan.
Other members, Masari 

said, included Hons. Nasiru 
D an tiye , B ethel A m adi, 
B anko le  D im eji, Law an 
Shuaibu, Clever Ikisikpo, Ayo 
Adesiran and Jeff Ojinika.

Masari said the decision 
to make the House Leader to 
head the H ouse 
harm onisation com m ittee, 
rather than a committee chair­
man, was to discourage such
committee chairmen from de­
fending only the interest o f j 
their committees rather than_
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n it e l : Pentascope asks 
court to stay proceedings

P e n t a s c o p e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
yesterday prayed 

a federal high court sitting 
in A b u ja  to  stay  
p ro c e e d in g s  to  a llow  

<ploration o f  arbitration  
_ lause in the c o n tra c t 

jB>greement m ade w ith  
Nigeria Telecommunications 
Pic.

Counsel to Pentascope, 
Mr. Imole Aladedoye, said 
th a t s ince  th e re  w as an 
a rb itra tio n  c lause  in tfte 
a g reem en t, it sh o u ld  be

From Kemi Ogedengbe
* Judicial E ditor___

explored to solve the dispute 
otherwise, the court could 
entertain it.

Nitel Pic, Nigeria Mobile 
Telecommunications Ltd and 
Bureau o f Public Enterprises 
(BPE) had filed a n a tio n  on 
notice against Pentascope 
over breach o f agreement.

The p la in tiffs  in the ir 
statement o f claim, said that 
sometimes in March 2003, an 
agreement was entered with

National Mosque fund 
raising begins today

T he launching o f the N5 
billion appeal fund for 
the rehabilitation  o f 

the national mosque will take 
p lace today  at the Eagle 
square, Abuja.

A s ta tem en t by the 
launching and fund raising 
su b com m ittee  signed  by 
assistant director, informa­
tion, Salisu Sale Na’inna, said 
the occasion will be chaired 
by the Sultan o f  Sokoto, 
A lhaji M uham m adu M ac­
cido.

The chairman, presiden- 
•  tia l co m m ittee  on the 

rehabilitation o f the national 
mosque, President Olusegun 
O basan jo , is the  spec ia l 
guest o f honour while Vice 
President Atiku Abubakar is 
chief guest o f honour.

The ch ief launcher the

Robber to die 
by hanging

From Uthman Abubakar
Senior Rejfprter (Features)

fund raising is Alhaji Aminu 
A lhassan-D antata , the 
executive chairman, Dantata 
Group of Companies while the 
guest speaker is Alhaji Yusuf 
Maitama Sule.

It could be recalled that last 
Tuesday in Abuja President 
Obasanjo stressed his commit­
ment to sensitise all Nigerians 
to m obilize funds for the 
rehabilitation o f the mosque, 
saying, “the brotherhood of all 
Nigerians across religious and 
ethnic boundaries.

He noted that if  the country 
could succeed in its religious 
pluralism  it w ould have a 
lesson to teach the world, 
m aintaining that not many 
countries in the world have 
succeeded in that respect.

the  d e fe n d a n t com pany  
w h ich  re g is te re d  as a 
com p an y  in the
Netherlands.

The plaintiffs contended 
th a t a p a rt from  the 
m anagem ent con trac t o f  
March 13, 2004, there was 
no o th e r c o n tra c t m ade 
between the plaintiffs and 
the  d e fen d an t or any 
referable contract giving to 
it on any legal issues.

T hey  s ta te d  th a t 
sometimes in October 2004, 
the defen d an t sta rted  to 
dem and  fo r in c rea se  in 
p ay m en t o f  fees o f  the 
management contract from 
the initial sum o f $ 10 million 
to $ 16 million per annum.

The plaintiffs therefore 
ask for a declaration that 
the m anagem ent contract 
agreem ent executed b e t­
ween the plaintiffs and the 
defendant dated March 13, 
2003, was a violation o f the 
C o m p an ies  and A llied  
Matters Decree, 1990.

But, when Pentascope 
told the court to^ stay the 
proceedings, the plaintiffs, 
through their counsel, Mr. 
G badeyan O ladele, from  
A lex  Iz in y o n  (SA N ) 
C ham bers said  that they 
cam e to  the  co u rt to 
ch a lle n g e  the en tire  
agreement.

The court, presided over 
by Ju s tic e  Jo h ah  A dah, 
asked both parties to submit 
their written agree-ment and 
ad jo u rn ed  the m a tte r to 
April 12,2005.

From Lawal Ibrahim
Correspondent (Katsina)

T he Katsina state high 
court No. 4 has found 
one fu)ani man named 

Damau Sani from Sabuwa local 
government guilty o f armed 
robbery and has sentenced him 

! to death by hanging or firing 
squad.

The man was found guilty of 
taking part in an armed robbery 
attack on one Alhaji Hashimu 
Umar at his Rabin Iwa residence 
in Sabuwa local government on 
October21,1998.

The condemned man who 
| was said to have led robbers, 

snatched six hundred and fifty 
| thousand naira and other 
i valuables. Two people were also 

said to have lost their lives during 
attack others received beating.

In the course of the trial, the 
i prosecution called eight 
witnesses to prove their case, 
while five others testified for the 
convicted person.

Passing judgm ent, the 
presiding judgeJustiec Ibrahim 
Musa Saulawa, said the gravity 
of the offence committed by the 
convict warrants his sentence to 
death decried the increasing 
incidence of robberies in the 
state and the country.

However, two other accused 
persons, Sani Abubakar and 
Law#l Ibrahim, were discharged 
and acquitted for want o f  { 
evidence.

Plateau appoints traditional 
rulers for new chiefdoms

T he controversy 
surrounding the 
creation o f  a new 

chiefdom and the appointment 
of a traditional ruler in Kanam 
local government are of Plateau 
state may have been put to rest 
as the state government has 
started the installation of chiefs 
in the newly created chiefdoms 
and development areas (DA’s) 
in the stat e.

Controversy had last week 
engulfed the creation of a new 
chiefdom out of Kanam Emirate 
and the appointment of a fresh 
traditional ru ler for the 
Bogghom people in the area.

W hile a group, “Con­
cerned Bogghom Citizens,” 
kicked against the develop­
ment, praying to remain with 
the present emirate system 
under the Emir of Kawam, the 
Bogghom  D evelopm ent 
Association % elcom ed the 
creation with applause.

However, the Plateau stage 
government yesterday began 
the installation of all traditional 
rjjlers for the newly created 
chiefdom s beginning with 
Bogghom  in Kanam local 
government area.

Announcing the appoint­
ment of Alhaji Shehu Suleiman 
as the Pangkwal Bogghom 
(Chief o f Bogghom), in Jos 
yesterday, the governor, Chief 
Joshua D ariye. said the 
government would be guided

From Jibril Dauda,
Regional Editor(Jos) 

by the wishes of the people in 
(he creation o f  the new 
development areas and the 
traditional rulers for them.

He said the creation o f 
development areas was to 
bring government closer to 
the people and advised the 
new Pankwal Bogghom to 
carry all his people along 
w ith o u t b ias as the 
custodian o f  the peop le’s 
culture.

C om m en ting , the 
national p residen t o f  the 
B ogghom  D evelopm en t 
Association, Johnson Paah, 
commended Chief Dariye for 
creating a chiefdom for the 
Bogghom people as well as 
more districts and villages in 
the area.

L -R : Em ir o f  Zazzau Dr. Shehu Idris, Etsu-Nupe Alhaji Yaya Abubakar and Emir o fllo rin  Alhaji 
Ibrahim Sulu Gambari during the meeting o f  the Elders ofSupreme Council fo r  Islamic affairs with 
President Obasanjo at the State House, A buja ... yesterday Pix: Joe Oroye

Reps reject Obasanjo’s 
amendment to lottery bill

G ov Josh u a  D arive

T he H ouse o f  
Representatives has 
re jec ted  the

am endm en ts sough t by 
President Obasanjo to a Bill 
for the establishment o f the 
National Lottery Regulatory 
Commission and Trust Fund.

The b ill w as 
reconsidered yesterday in a 
com m ittee  o f  the w hole 
H ouse ch a ired  by the 
depu ty  speaker, A ustin  
Opara and m embers were 
anonymous in their refusal 
to gran t approval to the 
am endm ents proposed by 
the president.

The president proposed 
amendments to six sections 
which the House upturned in 
preference for the provisions 
o f the sections as presented 
to the p re s id en t fo r h is 
assent.

The am endm ents 
re jec ted  w ere those  o f  
sections 2(3), (a) and (b) and 
section 12 (9).

The president proposed 
in 2(3) that the chairman and 
members o f  the board shall 
(a) be appointed by him and 
are (b) to serve on part time 
b asis  w hile  the H ouse 
in s is ted  th a t the 
a p p o in tm en t m ust be 
subject to the confirmation 
o f  the senate.

In sec tio n  12(g), the 
p re s id en t p ro p o sed  
am endm ent w as for 
maintaining general financial 
reserves subject to general 
or special directives that may 
be given in that behalf by the 
p re s id en t in acco rd an ce  
with the provisions o f  the 
Act, but the House insisted 
that the clause, “subject to 
the co n firm a tio n  o f  the 
national assembly” must be 
included in the section.

Section 19( 1) as amended 
by O basan jo  w as a lso  J 
thrown out. “The president 
m ay grant license to any j 
person or body corporate to 
operate a national lottery or | 
any lo tte ry  by w h atev er I

F ro m  H am m eed  M . Bello and  

Z a in a b  A lim i, P olitica l Reporters

nam e i f  the p res id en t is 
sa tis f ied ,” but w hat was 
passed  req u ires  th a t the 
president may grant such

licen ces bu t upon  the 
reco m m en d a tio n  o f  the 
supervisory commission.

Also rejected were similar 
amendments by the president 
to sections 33(1), 36(3) and 

_____________________

Northern Speakers visit 
Lake Chad oil sites

S peakers o f the 19 
Houses o f Assembly in 
the North have paid a 

visit to sites o f oil exploration 
in the Lake Chad Basin area 
as part o f their effort to mount 
an intensive campaign for the 
resum ption o f  exploration 
activities earlier abandoned 
by the N ig e ria  N atio n a l 
P e tro leu m  C o rp o ra tio n  
(NNPC).

The S peakers are  in 
M aiduguri, Borno State to 
attend the fourth meeting o f  
th e ir  Forum  o f  N o rth ern  
House o f Assembly Speakers 

The NNPC was engaged 
in oil exploration in the Lake 
Chad from the late 1970’s but 
abandoned oil search in the 
late 1980’s under circum s­
tances believed by many to 
be controversial and political.

Abdullahi Bego,
Stringer (North East)

C h a irm an  o f  ' the 
N orthern Speakers Forum 
and Speaker o f  the Kwara 
State House o f  A ssem bly 
Alhaji Isa Ibrahim Bio who 
led the Speakers to the oil 
s ite s  in M agum eri local 
governm ent area o f  Borno 
S tate yesterday  said  that 
the  v is i t  is a im ed  at 
inspecting sites o f  federal 
government projects wif/i a 
view to knowing the level 
o f  progress in the execution 
o f  the projects and enacting 
a p p ro p r ia te  le g is la t io n  
which would ginger various 
northern state governments 
to  c a m p a ig n  fo r  th e ir  
com pletion or execution by 
the government.

Gombe lawmaker dies
A  m em b er o f  

representing Nafada 
north in the Gombe 

state H ouse o f  Assem bly, 
A lh a ji K aw u Ib rah im  
N afada , has d ied  a fte r  a 
p ro tra c te d  illn e ss  at the 
Federa l M ed ica l C en tre , 
Gombe, last Sunday at the 
age o f  48.

An ANPP m em ber and 
the c h a irm a n , H ouse  
Committee on Information, 
Alhaji Kawu Nafada, served 
as the special assistant on 
information, during the last 
ad m in is tra tio n  o f  A lha ji 
Abubakar Habu Hashidu.

The deceased who had 
w o rk ed  w ith  the  H ausa  
Service o f  Deutsche Wele in

From Mohammed Abubakar,!
I Correspondent (Gombe)

G erm an y  and  the  th en  
Bauchi Radio Corporation in 
the 80’s was treated at the 
Saudi-German Hospital in 
Saudi Arabia and a private 
hospital in Germany before 
his death.

He left behind two wives 
and eight children and was 

■*-buried according to Islamic 
rites in Gombe,

T he d ea th  o f  K aw u 
N afada brings to two the 
num ber o f  lawmakers lost 
by the Gombe state House 
o f  Assembly in the present 
d isp e n sa tio n  a f te r  the 
demice of Mr. Saura Akawu. 
who died late last year.
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NATIONAL CONFAB... NATIONAL CONFAB... NATIONAL CONFAB...
Confab stalem ates on rules of
procedure
A >r \ .  t

ByAbdu Labaran,
Group Politicah Editor

(R-L) Alltaji Mohammed Bello Kirfi (Wazirin Bauchi), Ambassador Mohammed Adamu and Am- 
\ bassador M ohammed Chadi Abubakar aft Bauchi delegates discussing during the sitting o f  the \ 
I National Political Reform Conference in Abuja...yesterday Pix: Kennedy Hgbonodje....

FG deliberately ‘anti-north’
-  Northern Assembly SpeakersA s they begin their 

fourth  m eeting in 
M aiduguri yeste r­

day, S peakers o f  the 19 
Northern States Houses of 
Assembly have called on del­
egates to the ongoing na­
tional political reforrp confer­
ence to pay special attention 
to what they called “the fed­
eral government’s deliberate 
‘anti-north policies’, which 

■ have remained inimical to the 
‘political, economic and so­
cial well being o f the north” .

The Speakers said that the 
| confab delegates should ‘re- 
! sist the temptation of being 
d iverted by triv ial issues 

| such as the cre'ation of wards,
I local governm ents and 
i states’ while delegates from 
I the northern part o f the coun- 
| try ‘should not play the os- 
| trich’ but look at the problems 
affecting the region and the 

| country in general seriously.
Speaking at the opening 

j ceremony o f the meeting of 
j the Northern Speakers Fo- 
| rum, chairman o f the forum 
! and speaker o f the Kwara 
State House of Assembly, Isa 

I Ibrahim Bio listed some of the 
j policies o f the Obasanjo-led 
I federal government which the 
j Speakers believe are ‘anti- 
| north’ and inim ical to the 
region’s interests.

These, according to him,
I include the price regime of pe­
troleum products where a li- 

! ter o f petrol sells at 48 naira 
I per liter in the south while the 
| same quantity o f petrol .sells 
[ at 56 naira in the north.

C onsidering the impor- 
| tance o f oil in industrial and 
economic development, ac- 

i cording to Bio, ‘investors will 
i prefer Jo  invest in the South 
! due to this price disparity.

The northern speakers fo­
rum chairman also described 

I as anti-north, the recent es­
tablishment by the federal 
government o f three thermal 

| power plants in the South 
i West as against the proposed 
I but abandoned Nigeri'a?s hy- 
! d ro-e lec tric  dam  project, 
i which is capable o f generat-

From Abdullahi Bego,
Regional Editor (North East) i 

ing 5,000 megawatts of elec­
tricity in the country.

Isa Ibrahim Bio also cited 
the poor and low supply of 
fertilizer by the federal gov­
ernment as another indicator 
o f the extent o f neglect o f the 
north, despite the fact that 
agriculture is the mainstay of 
the northern economy.

Arguing that the future of 
the north is in the hands of 
its people, the Kwara Assem­
bly speaker urged delegates 
to the National Political Re­
form Conference to be proac­
tive in their strategy and to

ensure that the north gets a 
fair share of all national re­
sources.

The chairman of the north­
ern speakers forum also indi­
cated that the ongoing politi­
cal reform conference will be 
one o f the main agenda of 
their Maiduguri meeting for 
the purpose o f taking a com­
mon stand and forwarding 
same to the northern del­
egates at the conference.

Daily Trust also learnt that 
the speakers meeting will de­
liberate the abandonment o f 
oil exploration in the Lake 
Chad basin.

fter more than two 
hours o f debate yes 
.terday, delegates at' 

the on-going national politi­
cal reform conference still 
could not adopt the rules of 
procedure that will guide de­
liberations as the conference 
lasts.

The rules of procedure, or 
standing orders which were 
finetuned by Prince Bola 
Ajibola (SAN), led eight-man 
committee, were supposed to 
be debated and adopted yes­
terday but it was however not 
to be so as delegates could 
not agree on the manner of 
contributing to debates.

W hile  som e delegates 
wanted recognition for indi­
vidual delegates to be by rais­
ing hands, others preferred 
that the names of those who 
wish to contribute to discus­
sions be written in advance 
o f the session.

With the debate centered 
essentially on these two po­
sitions, it was little wonder 
that delegates in their submis­
sions that started at 9:00am 
and lasted up to 11:1 Oam, 
when chairman, Nikki Tobi, 
put an end to the oral sub­
missions and directed that 
any further contributions on 
the issue be submitted in writ­
ing.

While it lasted, some del­
egates found the contribu-

tions o f  some o f their col­
leagues as unnecessary, be­
lieving that some (delegates) 
only spoke just to see them­
selves appear*on television.

A delegate from  Rivers 
state argued that the three 
m onths given to the del­
egates was sufficient for them 
to conclude the conference 
but regretted that unless the 
chairman was firm and reso­
lute, the conference may not 
meet the deadline.

chairman Nikki Tobi, Deputy 
chairm an  A lhaji Sule I 
Katagum and secretary, Rev. | 
Mathew H. Kukah, lamented 
the “unruly” conduct o f del-1 
egates yesterday.

Prince Ajibola who heads 
the eight-man committee of 
the conference that finetuned j 
the stan d in g  o rders, 
minded fellow delegates t l f l | ^  
“rules are made for men 
not men for rules,” urging 
that haste be made to move 
ahead. And with that Justice 
Tobi put an end to the oral 
deba tes th a t la s ted  tw o j 
hours, ten minuttes without

Prince Bola Ajibola (SAN), 
who found himself elevated 
to the high table alongside much progress. ......

Adamu seek full implementation of
r  “This unique opportunityconfab report has p resen ted  us another

\ ormer minister o f agriF i
culture and delegate to 
the confab, Dr. Hassan 

Adamu, has urged for full 
implementation of the confab 
report for the benefit o f all 
Nigerians.

“I sincerely hope, Mr. chair­
man, that this conference will 
find ways and means to en­
sure that our recommenda­
tion  are no t docto red  or 
rubbished at the end o f the 
day but must be fully imple­
mented for the benefit o f all 
Nigerians,” Adamu said in his 
response to the presidential 
inaugural address.

He lamented the cost o f 
governance, and called on 
the confab to reform the presi­
dential system.  _____

chance to reassess, reform, 
define and redesign both the | 
economic and political land-j 
scape o f Nigeria,” he said.

Adamu lamented the dearth | 
o f industries and called for 
“ serious overhaul” o f  the j 
nation’s industrial policy.

“At present, we are still lit- ] 
tered with dead industries, j 
erratic power supply, while 
our health institutions are in | 
coma. Our educational insti- j 
tutions need urgent attention 
even as law and order needs I 
to be overhauled and streng-j 
thened. W hile the poverty 
level in our country is u n ac -! 
ceptable, the environmental 
degradation is alarming and 
our bio diversity is seriously j 
threatened." lie said._______ I

.1966 coup killings 
unnecessary-^ duwo

F ormer chief o f Naval 
Staff retired Admiral 
Akin Aduwo, has de­

scribed the killing of top gov­
ernment functionaries during 
the January 1996 coup d ’etat 
as unnecessary and a result 
of overzealousness and self­
ishness on the part o f the mili­
tary.

Aduwo spoke yesterday in 
Abuja at the on-going na­
tional political reform confer­
ence.

Contributing to the debate 
on P resid en t O lusegun 
Obasanjo’s inaugural speech,

1 Justice N iki Tobi

By Habeeb I. Pindiga,
Political Reporter (Senate)

the ex-naval boss who is on 
the Ondo state delegation, 
said the bloody experience of 
January 15,1966 was a horror j 
that must never occur again, j

In executing the coup, sev­
eral government officers were 
shot dead. They include the 
then prime minister, Alhaji 
Abubakar Tafawa-Balewa; 
Premier o f the Western re­
gion, Chief Samuel Ladoke 
Akintola; Premier of Northern 
Region, Sir Ahmadu Bello; 
and Brigadier General Zakari 
Maimalari, among others.

Aduwo, who was among 
the military top brass o f the 
time, said his colleagues over­
did their brief.

“There was some element 
o f selfishness on the part o f 
the military,” he said.

The ex-naval chief listed 
: those killed in the coup and 

lamented that their death were 
unnecessary.

He said it was a shame and 
I dishonour to use military uni- 
! form to perpetrate bloodbath.

A duw o said  he was on 
leave when the military struck 

| on January 15,1966.

FOCUS ON FURNITURE AND 
INTERIOR DECORATING 
COMPANIES IN NIGERIA

Nigeria’s furnishing and decorating companies are 
bracing up to the challenges of the industry by producing and 
selling of high quality and durable materials that are of global 
standard.

Going by the high quality products of the operators of 
this sector of the economy, there is the need to publicise their 
activities in order to tap the potentials of the market to the 
maximum.

To appraise the contributions of the stakeholders in the* 
industry, Media Trust Limited, the publishers of Daily/ 
Weekly Trust newspapers, will publish a special focus on 
the manufacturers and suppliers of durable and high-grade 
furniture and furnishing items.

The date of publication is Wednesday, March 23,2005, 
while deadline for submission of materials, the company’s 
profile and artworks is three days tq.ihe publication date.

For participation and further enquiries, please contact 
the Special Projects Department on the following numbers:

080-32916731, J080-37038663, 080-42145839 or 
09-6720346, 5235787 exts. 124 & 117
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A letter to IGP Sunday Ehindero
M “ B “ “   -̂-------'

y dear IGP, I write 
this at the instance 
o f  my 15-year old 

son. Last Friday March 4, 
Iwas to leave Abuja very early 
in order to see my family some 
where in Cross River State.

Just as I was set to leave, a 
call came through from my 
younger brother advising me 
not to travel as he said a 
friend had called him  the 
prev ious day saying M a- 
kurdi, the Benue State capital, 
through which I must pass to 
get to Cross River State, was 
jjn fjre as a resu lt o f  the 
foolish action o f  one o f  your 
men. Once again a policeman 
had killed a commercial driver,

| who refused to part with the 
I usual N20, provoking protest 
and mayhem.

My brother advised that if 
I m ust trav e l, I shou ld  
undertake due diligence to be 
doubly sure that it was very 
safe  to  pass th rough  
Makurdi.

I s ta rted  w ork ing  the 
phones trying to call some 
friends and relatives I know 
in Makurdi to find out what 
the situation was. Due to 
congestion in the network 
and the g en era lly  poor 
services o f  th e 'te lep h o n e  
operators, I could not get 
th rough  to any one in 
Makurdi.

It was much later I got to 
know that the crisis has been 
doused and that it was now 
safe  to travel th rough  
Makurdi.

As a result o f this delay in 
I trying to ascertain whether or 
j not it was advisable to travel,
|I ev en tu a lly  go t to my 
destination quite late that day, 
to the great consternation of 
my family.

My aforesaid son queried 
| me why I had to keep them in 
so much suspense. I patiently 
explained the situation to 
them. Makurdi was on fire 

]because a police corporal 
had shot dead a bus driver 

j and a female passenger who 
;was pregnant because the 
| former had refused to give him 
| usual N20 bribe.

When I told them this story, 
my son told me that since I 
am a journalist, I should write 

! to you. I said that thousands 
o f journalists and commen­
tators haye written on this 
m atter and that it had not 
made any impression on the 
police authorities.

He said I should add one 
| more voice to this popular cry, 
explaining to you the worries, 
pains and sorrows which the 
police cause to families and 
citizens o f  this country.

Sir, if  my family had not 
| urged us to do so, I would 
not have bothered to write to 
you on this matter. I have said 
so so many times on this page 
that the police is one o f  the 
th ree  in s titu tio n s  in th is 
coun try  tha t devours the 
citizens. The other two are 
the law  courts and the 
hospitals.

My prayer every morning 
before I set out o f my home is 
that: “Lord, prevent anything 
that will lead me and members 
o f my family to being takei

•to a police station, a law court 
o r an h o sp ita l” . These 
institutions often devour the 
peace, prosperity and life o f 
the citizens.

Sir, how many lives will 
trigger-happy policemen take 
in this country because o f 
N 20 before  som ething is 
done to stop this detestable 
practice? How rt^tny riots, 
such as the one that took 
place in Makurdi, take place 
before the conscience o f  the 
p o lice  h igh com m and is 
p ricked  to  do som eth ing  
about this reproach.

As a decent citizen, nothing 
causes me more shame and 
sorrow than the taking of N20 
by the police at check points. 
They openly demand this as 
a righ t. A ny d riv e r tha t 
refuses to give is either killed 
or delayed as a punishment.

When $ou took over, you 
reeled out a ten-point agenda, 
harping on the need not to 
return “fire for fire” as your 
p red ecesso rs  d id , but to 
“protect with integrity.” Since 
then, I have been expecting 
that you will move vigorously 
a g a in st b rib ery  and 
corruption in your force. But 
today, the collection o f N20 
is s till th riv in g  in your 
o rg an isa tion . A nd as the 
incident "in Makurdi shows, 
the killing o f  innocent and 
defenseless citizens by the 
police who are supposed to 
“protect them with integrity” 
is alive and kicking.

As th ings stand  today  
even with your own ten-point 
agenda, the mission o f  the 
N ig erian s p o lice  can be 
d efin ed  as one to  k ill, 
inconvenience and provoke 
citizens to riot and destroy 
property.

W hen you took over, a 
friend tejjsed me. He flattered 
me by saying that since I see 
things with spiritual eyes, I 
should tell him whether you 
will be different from our 
former IGPs and whether you 
will give to Nigeria a bribe and 
corruption-free, disciplined 
and decent police force.

I told him quite frankly that 
I do not expect anything much 
from you. That you will only 
be lucky if  you retire without 
your integrity being assaulted 
as was the case with some o f 
your immediate predecessors.

I hinged my prediction on 
the  fac t th a t you are a 
system’s man; that you rose 
through the ranks in that force 
and that it would be a serious 
miracle if  you ever emerge to 
commit system suicide.

To simplify my point, given 
the attitude and orientation 
o f  ou r p o lice  force, no 
member o f  that organisation 
can do anything radically  
d iffe ren t u n less tha t 
institution is dismantled and 

•rebuilt reorienting its men and 
women to have high integrity, 
to respect the sanctity  o f  
hum an life  and to  be 
accountable to the w hole 
society.

Today, the Nigerian police 
personnel, be he a primary 
school leaver or a university 
graduate, is the most power­
ful individual in the land

is even more powerful than 
the president o f  the country 
for he has great authority 
with little or no responsibility. 
So enormous in his power 
that he is often the accuser, 
the judge and the executor o f 
the sentence. He can, and 
does, kill without any dire 
repercussions. Once he kills 
and provokes further killings 
and  d estru c tio n  th rough  
riots or protests, the sanction 
he often gets is a quiet trans­
fer to a less lucrative beat or 
a dismissal from the force as 
happened in the case o f  the 
co rpo ra l w ho k illed  and 
provoked the fatal protest in 
Makurdi.

Sir, I do not know your 
religious orientation. If  you 
are a born-again Christian, 
the first step I suggest you 
should take if  you intend to 
leave the Nigeria police force 
better than you met it, is to 
publicly apologise for the 
pains, sorrows and reproach 
that our police have brought 
upon this land over the years. 
They have killed, mained and 
destroyed the property o f  
m any innocen t c itizen s. 
Above all, they have defiled 
th is land th rough the 
shedding o f  innocent blood. 
You must take responsibility 
for these atrocities and repent 
on behalf o f the whole force.

O ur police have contri­
buted a great deal to the 
culture o f  lack o f respect for 
human life. Just imagine the 
way they kill so-called armed 
robbers, put them in the boot 
o f  their cars and come and 
disgorge them triumphantly 
as if  these were games killed 
by hunters! Each time I watch 
on TV, a d isplay  o f  dead 
bodies as claims o f  police 
success in the fight against 
armed robbery, I am feeled 
with deep revulsion. Rather 
than commend the police, I 
silently curse them for their 
impunity and extra-judicial 
killings.

For me, the success o f any 
IGP is measured by how far 
he has succeeded or failed in 
stopping the collection o f 
N20 at checkpoints. For me, 
this is the height o f impunity.
It reminds me every time I see 
it, o f how low we have sunken 
as a nation.

I f  the p o lice  are too 
depraved to stop collecting 
bribe, let them do it in a more 
decent manner. They should 
not give bribery such a bad 
name.

Sir, if  we were in a better run 
society, I will expect you to 
be hum ble and concerned 
enough to write me a short 
le tte r apologising  for the 
heart ache the action o f one 
o f  your men has caused an 
in n o cen t c itiz en  and his 
family. But here, high public 
officials like you pay no heed 
to the heart-felt complaint o f 
aggrieved citizens.

However, I will feel happy 
if  as a result o f  this tender 
letter, you are moved to reform 
our police and make them 
m ore resp o n sib le  to the 
people they are supposed to 
serve.

I wish you success in this

sH O R T
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Nigeria’s ‘most attractive’ career path
N ot long ago, I 

conducted indepth 
interview s around 

the country to determine our 
a ttitude  to  419 and also  
which is the best career path 
in our country. It is a plea­
sure to bring the outcomes 
to readers’ attention in this 
piece.

N igerian  soc ie ty  has 
grown from the good old 
days when you could count 
the respectable professions 
and occupations on your 
fingertips. In my days, the 
most respectable ones were 
teaching, priesthood, and 
jobs in the civil service, 
lawyers used to roam around 
court premises and police 
s ta tio n s  in  th o se  days 
looking for suspects to be 
bailed. No one wanted to join 
the military and very few 
wanted to be businessmen 
or women. To opt for a career 
in the military in those days 
was indicative that you were 
sard up and just wanted to 
survive and o f  course the 
businessmen and women o f 
the olden days w ere not 
regarded as straight forward. 
Remember, that most o f  the 

businessmen and women o f 
y este r years began th e ir 
career as moneylenders or 
middle men and women with 
ample tricks that enable them 
to deal ruthlessly with their 
clients.

But things have changed 
in our country. The economy 
las grown and our country 
is aw ash  w ith  vario u s 
professions and. occupa­
tions. We have law yers, 
doctors, businessm en and 
women, top civil servants, 
u n iv e rs ity  tcach ers  and 
bankers. We cannot ignore 
the acco u n tan ts , tow n 
planners, engineers archi­
tects and so on and so forth. 
These professions continue 
to attract the young and a 
quick survey would indicate 
that no Nigerian wants to 
study the hum anities that 
will lead them to no where 
everyone w an ts to be a 
professional today. Thus, 
the aim is to study medicine, 
b ank ing , en g in eerin g , 
nursing etc.

It is against the backdrop 
o f  these observations that I 
sought to gauge the a tti­
tudes o f  Nigerians towards 
career paths. I wanted to find 
out from a cross section o f 
our society based on their 
c n o w le d g e /e x p e r ie n c e  
which arc the best and worst 
career paths.

The focus is on career 
paths in the military, civil 
se rv ice , u n iv e rs ity  and 
banking.

Rising to the top is the 
career goal or every indivi­
dual and so the aim is to be a 
permanent secretary in the 
civil service, a managing 
director in a banking estab­
lishment, a general in the 
military, and a vice-chan­
cellor in a university. Our 
respondents had a lot to 
share  w ith  me on these 
career paths.

to be very a ttrac tive  and 
getting to post o f  a general 

. meant a lot a few years back. 
To be a general was like being 
a king that ha*d boundless 
access to state resources and 
the possibility o f  becoming a 
head o f  state. They argued 
that every general used to 
regard himself as a potential 
head o f  state. Funds were 
av a ilab le  and enorm ous 
recognition was accorded to 
the general in our society.

H ow ever, th ings have 
changcd rather quickly and 
generals arc now to he seen 
and not heard in Nigeria. The 
chances o f  ris in g  to the 
position  o f  head o f  state 
recede daily  as the political 
class continues to maintain a 
stranglehold  on key posi­
tions in society . For my 
respondents career in the 
military is no longer as attrac­
tive as it used to be.

The b an k er used to be 
important but there are now 
fears about the  uncertain 
economic situation. Banks 
are collapsing or being forced 
to merge and this may mean 
retrenchment for quite a lot.

First the chances o f  rising 
to  the post o f  m anaging  
director o f  a bank today is 
diminished. In any case, the 
risks in the pathway to the 
top o f  a bank are immense 
especially in the age or fraud, 
419, theft e.t.c. Getting to the 
top  does not n ecessarily  
guarantee rem aining there 
because perfo rm ance is 
requ ired  and th a t m eans 
generating so much for the 
shareholders. Consequently, 
my respondents rated the 
post o f managing director o f 
a bank as a high risk one and 
is only marginally attractive’ 
and worth pursuing.

Next comes the post o f vice- 
ch an ce llo r w hich  many 
concluded is the worst job

Rather, suitable candidates 
should be cajoled to take ori 
the assignment.

Perhaps the most attrac­
tive o f  the lot is that o f  a 
permanent secretary. But not 
that o f  s ta te  perm anen t 
secretaries who are regarded 
as a little better than errano 
c le rk s  because  they  are 
bereft o f powers. The spen 
ding limit o f  these officers at 
the state level is low. The 
state governors run a one 
line budget which means that 
the buck stops on th e ir 
desks. As such, most o f the 
state permanent secretaries 
arc impoverished after their 
career in the service. They 
are never in a position to 
award huge contracts and 
cou ld  th ere fo re  hardly  
m uster enough money for 
their retirement.

Before reporting on their 
perception o f  the federal 
permanent secretaries, let me 
quickly digress to career path 
in the federal civil service 
that they believe arc worth 
less despite it glamour and 
this is that o f  the career 
diplomats. It was amazing 
that many regard career in 
the Foreign Service as not 
worth it for the following 
reasons, first, it takes time to 
become an Ambassador. Not 
only that, career diplomats 
experienced ail form s o f  
hum ilia tion  during  th e ir 
career and as such Nigerian 
diplomats are a miserable lot. 
They pointed to reports o f 
the eviction o f the Nigerian 
A m bassad6 r from* his 
residence in Malabo for not 
paying his rent and to efforts 
o f  Nigerians in Cameroon to 
refurbish our Chancery. Our 
diplomats are not paid on 
tim e an d /o r not read ily  
provided accom m odation 
when they return home after 
posting. They struggle to be

*

our coun try  today  f o e .  a  p o s te d  to  places that are 
varie ty  o f  reasons. They -considered juicy, a situation 
argue that it is a thankless job. that fuels a lot o f  backing in 
The holder is at the mercy of'- their ranks 
students who may invade They risk o f  becom ing 
his/her lodge at any time over alcoholics or their wives
any grievance. The jun io r 
workers are after the vice- 
chancellor that fails to ensure 
parity in salaries paid to them 
and other staff members. The 
senior administrative staff are 
also at the throat o f  the vice- 
ch an ce llo r i f  he /she  tilts  
towards the academic staff. 
Besides, the fellow academics 
are deeply suspicious o f  VCs 
that pander to the dictates of 
the government o f  the day 
because of the fear that the 
integrity and autonomy o f 
the un iv ers ity  w ould  be 
compromised.

T hese days, a v ice- 
chancellor is believed to be 
at the mercy o f government

suffering from acute depres­
sion because they are not 
allowed to work in foreign 
lands arc not remote. All or 
these factors led my respon­
dents to conclude that career 
in Nigeria’s Foreign Service 
is a dignified nonsense. * 

All in all, the kudos go to 
the federal permanent secre­
ta rie s  w hose p osts  are 
viewed by my respondents 
as the best in our country 
today they are faceless but 
are “chopping life”. They are 
never on the firing line beca­
use they are not responsible 
for the'prom otion o f  their 
s ta f f  w hich is a lw ays a 
source *of problem  in any

of the day because the post*-  organi-sations. They travel 
is a political one and govern- exten-sive’iy and therefore
ment expects the VC to dance 
to its policy regardless o f  
whether it is acceptable to the 
university community. These 
factors lead our respondents 
to rate the VC very low and 
to conclude that any one 
aspiring to be VC should have

access anaple estacode. They 
pos-sess a high spending 
power and also control enor­
mous administrative powers. 
My respondents concluded 
that the. federal permanent 
secre-taries are unlikely to 
leave o ffice  as poor
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Y O U  R  L E T T E R S

Re: Is Shekarau carrying 
vengeance too far?

W hen I finished 
reading the

rejoinder by Abuba­
kar Babba in Daily Trust of 
13th January 2005, I 
concluded that, he 'is one of 

■the few blind supporters of 
M allam’ Shekarau in Kano 
that are recruited to write and 
criticize anything good.

That not withstanding, 1 
thought we have learnt to 
respect o n e’s opinion 
especially  on m atters that 
affect personalities in 
politics. As one that comes 
from Kano, it is expected that 
the author possess some 
level o f  to lerance when 
political issues are raised. 
You should have tolerated 
M allam M uhammed Buba 
from  Adam awa, who 
expressed his opinion on the 
M inister o f  D efence, Dr. 
Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso by 
mentioning some of his good 
achievements while in office 
as Governor of Kano state, 
and the unw anted, 
unw arranted hostility  
tow ards Kwankwaso by 
Shakarau.

These expressions made 
by Mallam Buba were right 
and it has pleased many of 
us the admirers and ardent 
supporters o f Kwankwaso. 
There is no hiding the fact 
that Kwankwaso has 
perform ed cred itab ly  in 
term s o f  provision o f 
infrastructure in the length 
and breadth o f Kano state 
during his well-spent tenure. 
He has given Kano city a face 
- lift by construction and re - 
habilitation o f many roads 
that assisted  to ease the 
heavy traffic  in Kano 
m etropolis. He has

revo lu tionalised  the
educational sector in the 
state by rehabilitating all the 
dilapidated classrooms in our 
schools and constructed 
new ones. His focused 
adm inistration  has also 
rehab ilita ted  many ■
secondary schools in Kano 
state als» built new junior 
secondary schools that are 
supposed to absorb the 
prim ary school leavers, a 
situation that has changed 
today for worse since the 
inception o f  S hekarau’ s 
administration.

We still remain proud of the 
6064 lauduble projects 
undertaken by the 
Kwankwaso administration, 
His achievem ent in rural 
electrification is second to 
none in the present 
d ispensation . They are 
transparent and truly people 
oriented and people are 
happy to have them executed 
for their own benefits and 
nobody can deny them, not 
even the Justice Badamasi 
Panel.

The author should also 
know the difference between 
the people’s oriented pattern 
o f governance of Dr. Rabiu 
Musa Kwakwanso and that 
o f the so-called ‘Mallam’s ’ 
deceptive pattern  o f  
administration. ‘Mallam’ has 
openly claim ed that his 
adm inistration is not 
interested in execution of 
projects but is out to correct 
the ‘minds’ of the people of 
Kano state via the jingles of 
“Daidaita sahu”?

Abubakar Babba and his 
sponsors lack political 
cohesion and tolerance by 
clearly  dem onstrating his

immaturity and impatience in 
his sponsored article in which 
he tried to castigate Mallam 
Buba for ju s t saying that 
‘Kwankwaso is good’. I 
would request him to go back 
to the drawing board of Kano 
politics and try to study its 
intrigue before he jumps into 
writing things he is not sure 
of his article clearly depicts 
his ignorance about Kano 
politics and what it takes to 
be a politician if he is one.

It is no longer secret the 
dem onstration o f  lack o f 
commitment to do what is due 
to Kano since the inception 
of Shekarau.

This is also justified by the 
composition of his (Mallam’s) 
cab in e t,. A trace o f  
antecedents of more than half 
of his cabinet members will 
shock any w ell-m eaning 
citizen of Kano. We shall fold 
our arms and watch how 
these odd fellows will perform 
in Kano and the pages o f 
history are there waiting.

There is so far nothing 
spectacular about ‘Mallams’ 
adm inistration in terms o f 
perform ance and we 
challenge the likes o f 
Abubakar Babba to come and 
show us the justification of 
his w rite u p ’ aim ed at 
prom oting and protecting  
Shakarau.

We shall continue to resist 
and expose deceit wherever 
it is and for the likes o f 
Abubakar Babba I wish you 
more happy eye - service to' 
your sponsors whose deceit 
will not spare even you.

M u h a m m a d  S a n u s i  
M a m m a n , G a rk i v il la g e ,  
G arki, A bu ja

N!lgeria’s post-
i n d e p e n d e n c e  
development history 

has been characterised by 
distortions, which have stunted 
the meaningful growth of the 
nation. These constraints cut 
across the polity, economy and 
society. Most important is the 
dearth of reliable statistics.

Since the inception of this 
administration, certain actions 
have been taken by the Federal 
Government to chart a path to 
sustainable development. 
Encapsulated in a 
comprehensive reform agenda, 
the policy measures and related 
initiatives should be commended 
for their anticipated far-reaching 
impacts on the nation ana 
people at large.

In line with its commitment 
to leaving a worthy legacy, the 
Obasanjo administration will 
conduct a population census 
this year. Census in Nigeria has 
always been very dicey and 
politically volatile. It has 
continuously generated much

Much ado about headcount
heat and controversy, often 
manifested in mutual distrust, 
acrimony and threats to the 
stability of the nation.

Typically, the on-coming 
exercise is generating heat. 
Government in its ‘wisdom’ had 
expunged religion and ethnicity 
from the Census questionnaire, 
a decision that has not gone 
down well with some segments 
of the populace.

The conduct of most national 
projects has often been divided 
along religious, ethnic and 
political lines, and 
unfortunately, this is the 
premise on which the country 
precariously seats. Threats to 
boycott the Census are rife, 
especially as many people link 
population with power-sharing 
and resources allocation.

Census, as statistics, is one 
of the pillars of development 
planning. As the popular 
expression goes, you cannot

Re: Obasanjo’s war against Islam
have read the

§Td~\rTS-MH^f i  j l I__b_y
X N A C O M Y O  in
the Daily Trust edition of 9th 
March 2005.

I commend NOCOMYO for 
taking the initiative to enlighten 
the people, particularly the 
grassroots. I suggest you open 
a website, if you do not have 
one, for more interactions.

It is not as if we have not 
been following the activities of 
Mr President, but as it is in our 
practice, you give someone time 
to see how far he goes so that 
you do not jump into hasty 
conclusions. Also you allow him 
to rope himself with enough 
evidence to prove your case.

We have been silent for a long 
time almost becoming a little 
late. We either take action now 
by enlightening the people or 
the people will continuously be 
misled.

The Muslim community has 
been accommodating for a very 
long time. This is out of our 
belief that whatever scheming is 
in place, the religion of Allah will

be protected, However, we 
should know that we have a role 
to play that is educating the 
followers and defending 
anything done against the 
religion. The plot to weaken our 
religion was reflected in the 
delegate nominations for the 
conference.

We are aware o f the Christian 
brothers in the North and 
always work in harpiony with 
them before politicians decided 
to create friction among us for 
their selfish interest.

We are prepared to do what 
it takes to correct the erroneous 
impression created of Islam and 
the thinking that Muslims are 
in the minority in Nigeria. 

Binta Ibrahim, Kaduna 
ferimabBxidum2002(ayahoacoMk

plan well without facts, because 
facts are sacred. The issue of 
placing unnecessary premium on 
primordial and such other 
divisive indices may hamper the 
ultimate objectives of the census 
exercise.

Census data is not tied'up to 
revenue allocation, public 
appointments or the ubiquitous 
federal character. Such data, as 
indicated severally, is designed 
to determine primarily how 
many we are. In addition, there 
are many other variables such’ 
as age group, gender and the like 
which are very critical to the' 
work of development planners 
and policy makers at the Federal, 
State and grassroots levels. 
When an individual, for instance, 
is registered, his State of origin 
and place o f residence are 
indicated. The fact that an Imo 
indigene lives ift Kano does not 
mean that his ‘State of Origin’ 
would change.

Census 2005 is a worthy 
exercise that should attract the 
support o f all well-meaning 
people, As it is, the European 
Union (EU) has committed about 
113.5 million Euro (N20 billion) 
to the exercise, which is a 
measure of their confidence In 
this project.

W hile‘not ignoring the 
concerns o f those who are 
kicking against the exclusion of 
religion and ethnicity from the 
questionnaire, the authorities 
need to make effort (through 
sensitisation and public 
enlightenment) to persuade the 
majority of Nigerians that the 
Census is not designed to favour 
one segment of the country or 
marginalize another. Let us keep 
the faith. So help us God.

1 O nom e O k iem u te  Isoko , 
Delta State

Reactions to articles published in 
this paper may be directed to the 

editor via the' entail address: 0 
editorfadailytrust.com
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Regional Conference on Islamic Faith-Based Organisation in Sub-Saharan Africa
Abuja -  Nigeria - 1 4 - 1 8  March 2005

*

The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) ill collaboration with the Nigeria Supreme Council of 
Islamic Africa is facilitating a Sub-Saharan African Islamic Faith Based Organsiation Conference, 
from 14.to 18 March 2005 in Abuja.

The Conference will allow Ulamas and Imams in Sub-Saharan Africa to contribute to the well-being of 
the population through better understanding and knowledge o f Islam 's view on issues related to 
Reproductive Health. Gender and Population and Development. The Conference will also provide a 
forum for the creation o f Network o f  Islamic Religious Leaders on Population and Development.

I he Conference theme is “ISLAM AND FAMILY WELL-BEING” and it focuses on six themes:

>  Islam, Family Planning and the fight against Maternal and Infant Mortality
>  Knowledge o f HIV/AIDS and strategies to fight it
> Female Genital cutting (FGC) and harmful practiccs against mother and child health
>  Rights and responsibilities o f women in Islam
> Family Life Education and Adolescent Health in Islam
> Reasons for the creation o f Religious Network on Population and Development

Venue is the Conference Hall o f NICON Hilton Hotel, Abuja, The official opening ceremony is at
10.00 a.m. on Monday 14 March, 2005,

Among the dignitaries expected at the Conference arc:

Ms. Fame I lane Ba, Director, Africa Division, UNFPA Headquarters, New York
Grand Multi o f Atahzar
Ayatola Mahdi -  Hadavi Moehadari o f IranV w

Moustapha O u ere - President o f National Association o f Imam, Senegal 
Sheikh Hassan Cisse o f  Senegal
Abdelaziz Ben Abdallah -  Adviser to the King of Morroco on Islamic Affairs
Ezcdcn Alsawi, Vice Chancellor. University o f Alahzar, Egypt
His Royal Highness, Sir Alhaji Abubakar Maccido The Sultan o f Sokoto
Dr. Lateef Adegbite. Secretary-General, National Supreme Council o f Islamic Affairs
M. Sidi Miohammed Ould Chewa, Head o f  Delegation, Mauritania
Al-Sheik Tejan Sillah, the Chief Imam o f the Central Mosque o f Sierra Leone
His Royal Highness, Alhaji Ado BayenxCFR, LLD, JB. Emir o f Kano
Sheik Ibrahim El Zakki Zaki
Jaamatul Nasrul Islam
Federation o f Muslim Women Association
Gd vcmors/Emirs and National Assembly Members

Signed
UNFPA/NSCIA
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The debris of dilapidated manufacturing concerns across the country is the outcome of^ears of harsh 
operating conditions too well known and unnecessary to repeat. Suffice it to state that weak and at times 
non-existent infrastructure remains a huge burden.

#

In addition to policy somersault, funding remains a challenge to all stakeholders in the manufacturing sector, 
the several palliatives, including Small and Medium Industries Equity Investment Scheme {S M IEIS } and 
other sector-specific incentives notwithstanding.

Similarly, low industrial capacity utilization has rubbished any degree of competitive edge in the sector while 
the few surviving companies are now drowning in the flood of globalisation,

C u r r e n t  S t a t u s
At independence in 1960, the contribution of the manufacturing sector to Gross National Domestic Product 
(G D P ) was 3.8%. Notwithstanding the growing contribution and dominance of the oil sector since the 
1970s, manufacturing recorded impressive performance and contributed on the average about 9 .9 %  while 
from 1975 1381. industrial capacity utilization was consistently above the 70%  mark.

The story today is different The sector is back at independence level. The manufacturing sector 
contributed4.7 to GDP in 2003 while industrial capacity utilization dropped to a paltry 48.8% in 2003.

In summary, based on survey covering 1500 members of MAN, about 30% of industries have closed 
down, 60% are ailing companies and only 10% operate at sustainable level,

t

[e e b l .
In response to thas# daunting problems, the Manufacturers Association of Nigeria (M AN ) has taken up the 
challenge to midwife new strategies to rescue local manufacturers from the present precarious situation: 
return the industrial sector to improved productivity; and restore manufacturing to its proper position in 
Nigeria's economy, especially in terms of contribution to growth and development,

UniSew Nigeria PLC 4 ^

JACOBS VINES J.m

n the unfolding development, the new mission of M AN would be driven through the M AN Nationwide

the country to take a common stand on major issues that will lead manufacturers out of the present 
quagmire.

The Forum is further designed to create the opportunity for consolidating the opinion and interests of all MAN 
members on issues of specific and general interests to their businesses,

O S !S § l$ B fe
The outcome of the Forum will empower the Manufacturers Association of Nigeria to promote the 
formulation and effective implementation of policies that will deliver a virile manufacturing sector in Nigeria.

M o d  a
The ons-d&y Forum  will take place sim ultaneously in M AN Branches in 12 locations in the country, It is 
therefore mandatory for CEO/Deputy of all MAN m em bers to participate at the venue indicated below in 
their respective Branches:
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Israelis to leave 
West Bank towns
I

M id d le  E ast &  A s ia

srael has agreed in talks to the- ' Gaza Strip’s Erez 
cede control o f  two West • ‘Checkpoint, is the most high-
Bank towns - Jericho and 

Tulkarm - to Palestinian forces 
in the coming days.

Israel’s army will draw back 
from the town o f  Jericho first, 
Palestinian leader Mahmoud 

said.
However, a meeting between 

him and Israeli Defence Minister 
Shaul M ofaz ended without 

i agreement on when and how far 
I the Israeli forces will withdraw.

The talks form part o f  an 
; effort to revive a stalled peace 
process.

Contacts between Israeli anti 
Palestinian officials were frozen 

i after a suicide bomb attack by 
! Palestinian militants in Tel Aviv 
killed  four Israelis on 25 
February.

The meeting between Mr 
Abbas and Mr Mofaz, held at

19 bodies found 
dead in Iraq

T he bodies o f  19 people 
who were shot dead have 
been found near the 

i western Iraqi town o f  Qaim, 
i police said.

The dead, discovered on 
j Tuesday night, were all wearing 
i civilian clothes, hospital officials 
j  said.

In the capital, Baghdad, a 
! suicide car bomb attack has 
I killed at least two people and 
injured more than 20.

*  The blast happened when 
the bomber drove a rubbish truck 
c lo se  to the m inistry o f  
agriculture and Sadeer hotel 
before detonating explosives.

The ministry building caught 
fire but police said the main target 
may have been the hotel, which 

| is used by Iraqi po lice  and 
I Western contractors.

In other incidents atross the 
| country:

A policeman was killed and 
three others were wounded when 
their patrol was hit by a roadside 
bomb in the southern city o f  

! Basra, the Associated Press news 
agency reported.

The director o f  al-Furat 
hospital in Baghdad, Dr Adi I 
Abd-al-Karim, was shot dead on 

f  his way to work, al-Arabiya 
reported.

The son o f  a police officer, 
kidnapped on I March, was 
found shot dead on Tuesday in 

! the northern city o f  Mosul, the 
| AFP news agency reported.

The BBC correspondent in 
Baghdad said the feeling in Iraq 
is that the tempo o f  insurgent 

i attacks is rising again after a lull 
| during February in the wake o f  
! elections.

The political process in Iraq 
i is currently stagnant during 
| efforts to form a government, 
BBC  correspondent added, 
a llow ing  insurgents the 
opportunity to renew attacks.

The Baghdad attack began at 
16.30am with insurgents firing a 
rocket-propelled grenade onto a 
checkpoint sealing off the main 

[road to the ministry and Hotel 
Sadeer.

“I saw a black BMW pull 
! up to the checkpoint and shoot 
! one guard. There was a change 
o f guard at the time. The BMW 
killed the guard and cleared the 
way for the garbage truck to 

; enter,” Haidar Hamid told the 
AFP news agency.

profile contact between the two 
sides since the Sharm al-Sheikh 
summit in Egypt last month.

At the February summit, the 
two sides tentatively agreed that 
Israel will give Palestinian police 
control over five West Bank 
tow ns - Tulkarm, Jericho, 
Q alqilya, Ramallah and 
Bethlehem - to test theifrability 
to curb militants.

Israeli forces have kept a 
tight grip on the towns since 
2002 after a spate o f  suicide 
bombings. Correspondents said 
the checkpoints have crippled 
Palestinian social and economic 
life.

Mr M ofaz said “we will 
apparently transfer control over 
two ... towns, after a meeting of 
security officers”.

“We are talking about 
Tulkarm and Jericho,” he said.

Mr Abba* said all Israeli 
checkpoints in their vicinity  
should also be vacated.

“We are not talking about 
towns, but also surrounding 
areas,” he said.

He said Jericho, built near an 
isolated oasis some distance 
away from Israel, would be the 
first to be vacated.

The town was reportedly 
chosen after doubts over the 
immediate handover o f Tulkarm, 
w hich lies c lo se  to Israeli 
population centres and is seen 
as a greater security threat.

Earlier on Tuesday, Mr 
Abbas accused Israel o f stalling 
on agreements to hand over the 
West Bank towns and release 
Palestinians im prisoned on 
suspicion o f  militancy.

Saddam’s trial begins Oct
T  'Ihe trial o f  former Iraqi 

leader Saddam Hussein 
will begin before the nation 

votes On a new constitution in 
October, senior officials said.

A special tribunal, set up in 
2003, has been trying to amass 
evidence agains^ Saddam  
Hussein and colleagues accused 
o f crimes againsfchumanity.

In February, it said was ready 
to try five o f  the former leader’s 
associates.

Saddam Hussein has been 
charged with the deaths o f  
thousands o f  Iraqi Shias and 
Kurds during his 1968-2003 rule.

He was captured by US 
forces near his home town o f  
Tikrit in central Iraq in late 2003.

Sheikh Humam Hamoudi, a 
leading figure in the United Iraqi 
Alliance which won the majority 
vote in January’s elections, said 
putting the ex-leader and his 
senior associates on trial will be 
a priority for the new  
government.

Iraq’s poll winners are in 
talks to pick a new government, 
which in turn will be charged

with creating a committee to 
frame a new constitution for Iraq.

Iraqis are scheduled to vote 
on the new constitution in mid- 
October, before another round o f  
elections in December.

Iraq’s national security  
adviser Mouwaffaq al-Rubaie 
said he hoped Saddam Hussein’s 
trial w ill begin  “around 
September, October, well before 
the general referendum, so we 
can go to our people and say this 
is Saddam in the box and this is 
your constitution, go ratify it”.

No official date has been set 
for the trial o f  any captured 
officials from the former Iraqi 
administration.

However, a special tribunal 
set up to judge them said in late 
February that it had gathered 
enough evidence to frame charges 
against five top lieutenants o f  
Saddam Hussein.

The trials have been delayed 
several times because o f  an 
apparent deadlock over the 
appointm ent o f  ju d ges and 
lawyers, as w ell as security 
concerns.

Lebanese president to push for new govt
L ebanon’s President Emile 

Lahud will consult with 
'lawmakers to try to form 

a new government, emboldened 
by a pro-Syrian rally/in Beirut 
that drew hundreds o f thousands 
o f protesters.

The political horse-trading 
comes as Syrian troops started 
to pull back to the east o f  
Lebanon under a tw o-stage  
withdrawal announced at a 
summit between Lahud and his 
Syrian counterpart Bashar al- 
Asad on Monday.

Syria’s ambassador to the

United States said the troops 
would be out o f  Lebanon by 
May, when legislative elections 
are to be held.

“They are actually being 
withdrawn today,” Imad 
Mustafa told CNN television on 
Tuesday. “We will do this as 
soon as possible, even long before 
May.”

The comment follow ed a 
fresh ca ll by US President 
George Bush for Syria’s military 
and intelligence forces to be out 
o f Lebanon before the elections, 
and a warning to al-Asad against

US unease over fresh law in Taiwan
T

he US has reacted with 
dism ay to an anti­
secession law that would 

allow China to use force against 
Taiwan.

The White House described 
the plannedjaw as “unhelpful”, 
while a military chief warned 
about what he termed China’s 
“significant” military growth.

US legislation obliges it to 
resist any use o f  force by China 
against Taiwan, and provide a 
means o f defence.

China sees Taiwan as its 
territory, and has threatened to 
use force if  the island formally 
declares independence.

Chinese legislators said that 
force would only be used as a 
last resort, i f  peaceful
reunification efforts failed.

In separate statem ents, 
White House spokesman Scott 
McClellan and state department 
o ffic ia l Richard Boucher 
criticised the law.

Both branded the proposed 
legislation “unhelpful”. “We 
oppose any attempts to 
determine the future o f  Taiwan 
by anything other than peaceful 
m eans,” Mr M cClellan told  
reporters'. Ruled by separate 
governments since end o f Chinese 
civil war in 1949 China considers 
the island part o f  its territory

China has offered a “one 
country, two systems” solution, 
like Hong Kong.

M ost people in Taiwan 
support status quo.

Mr Boucher said the state 
department had made it clear to 
Chinese and Taiwanese officials 
that passing legislation “is not 
going to help solve the problem”.

Secretary o f  State Condol- 
eezza Rice is reported to be 
planning a visit to China later this 
month. Earlier, Taiw anese  
lawmakers responded quickly 
and angrily to the proposed  
leg isla tion , saying it was a 
pretext for attack.

“It has caused tension in the 
region,” said Chiu Tai-shan, vice- 
chairman o f  Taiwan’s Mainland 
Affairs Council.

“Communist China tries to 
use this b ill to deny the 
sovereignty o f the Republic o f  
China [Taiwan] and unilaterally 
change the status quo o f  the 
Taiwan Strait,” he added.

The draft law - known as the 
“anti-secession law” - is designed 
to spell out the legal steps 
required before China would take 
action against Taiwan.

The proposed law does not 
g ive  details o f  what 
developm ents might trigger 
Chinese action.

Delegates to the National 
People’s Congress were told on 
Tuesday that China “shall 
employ non-peaceful means and 
other necessary measures” if  
hopes for peaceful reunification 
were “completely exhausted”. 
Som e analysts said C hina’s 
emphasis on “non-peaceful” 
means appeared designed to 
include alternatives to military 
force, such as blockades or 
sanctions.

N o sovereign state can 
tolerate secession, and every 
sovereign state has the right to 
use necessary means to defend 
its sovereignty and territorial 
integrity

Announcing the bill, senior

legislator Wang Zhaoguo argued 
that China’s basic policy towards 
Taiwan remained the “one 
country, two systems” formula, 
as employed in Hong Kong.

Also on Tuesday Admiral 
William Fallon, head o f  the US 
Pacific Command, told the 
Senate Armed Services  
Committee in Washington that 
ongoing C hinese m ilitary  
procurement was a “cause for 
concern”.

China has concentrated on 
building up its maritime 
capab ilities, acquiring  
submarines and aircraft from 
Russia, as well as building its 
own.

“It seems to be more than 
m ight be required for their 
defence,” Reuters news agency 
reported Adm Fallon as saying.

resorting to “delaying tactics and 
half measures”.

Lebanon’s caretaker Defence 
Minister Abd al-Rahim Murad 
said the redeployment o f  6000 
Syrian troops towards the 
eastern Bekaa Valley had begun 
on Tuesday and would take a 
week to 10 days.

The withdrawal w ill also 
cover Syrian in te lligen ce  
personnel, including their 
headquarters in Beirut, a senior 
Lebanese military official said.

Lahud was to hold  
mandatory parliamentary 
consultations to name a new  
prime m inister after the 
resignation o f  the government 
last week in the face o f protests 
triggered by the 14 February 
killing o f  former prime minister 
Rafiq al-Hariri.

Umar Karami, who  
succeeded al-Hariri, quit last 
Monday after four months in 
office but remains caretaker 
prime m inister until the 
formation o f  a new government.

Opposition lawmakers have 
been demanding a pledge for a 
Syrian withdrawal as well as the 
resignation o f  Lebanon’s public 
prosecutor and top security  
chiefs as conditions for them 
joining the talks.

Al-Asad on Monday pledged 
to pull back his country’s 
rem aining 14,000 troops in 
Lebanon towards the Bekaa, 
where most o f  the troops are 
already based, by the end o f

March. But he stopped short o f  
announcing a full withdrawal.

Under the 1989 Taif Accord 
that ended the 1975-1990 civil 
war in Lebanon, the Syrian and 
Lebanese governments are to 
decide the strength o f  the Syrian 
force remaining in the Bekaa and 
when they would be withdrawn 
completely.

A s Syrian troops w ere  
dismantling their posts on the 
mountains outside Beirut on 
Tuesday, about 400 ,000  
demonstrators swarmed the 
capital for a pro-Syrian rally 
called  by the Hizb Allah  
organisation. ,

“We are united here to above 
all thank Syria, the Syrian  
people and the Syrian army 
which has stayed by our side for 
many long years and is still with 
us”

“We are united here to above 
all thank Syria, the Syrian  
people and the Syrian army 
which has stayed by our side for 
many long years and is still with 
us,” said Hizb Allah leader 
Shaikh Hasan Nasr Allah.

The rally, which dwarfed 
some o f  the recent opposition 
rallies, co incided  with the 
anniversary o f  the Baath Party’s 
rise to power in Syria, which has 
pulled the strings in political and 
military life  in Lebanon for 
almost three decades.

But the international 
community kept the heat on 
Damascus.

State of emergency to remain in Nepal
TIhe state o f emergency in 

Nepal could remain in 
force until the end o f April 

according to the country’s 
constitution, a senior minister 
said.

King Gyanendra sacked the 
government and imposed a state 
o f emergency in the country on 
1 February.

Fundamental rights have 
been curbed and political leaders, 
rights activists and journalists 
have been detained.

The king took direct power 
because he said the former 
government had failed to tackle 
Nepal’s Maoist rebels.

There has been international 
condemnation o f  the move and

calls for dem ocracy to be 
restored to Nepal.

The vice chairman o f  the 
council o f  ministers in the new 
royalist government, Kirti Nidhi 
Bista, told the BBC  that the 
present state o f emergency could 
“constitutionally” remain in 
force until the end o f  April.

The Nepalese constitution 
requires the emergency Jo be 
ratified by a two-thirds majority 
in the lower house o f  parliament 
w ithin three months o f  its 
imposition.

The low er house o f  
parliament, the house o f  
representatives, has, however, 
been suspended for neariy three 
years now.

It is not clear whether the 
upper house - the national 
assembly - will be convened.

Correspondents said that 
even if  the national assembly is | 
convened, ratification o f  the j 
emergency is unlikely because ; 
the majority o f  the national 
assembly members belong to ; 
opposition parties which have 
formed an alliance against the 
*ing.

Nepal plans to relax curbs 
on c iv il rights gradually, a ; 
m inister in the new royalist j  

government has said.
The M aoists have been 

fighting a nine-year insurgency j  

in which about 11,000 people 
have been killed.
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Clinton to undergo heart surgery Colombia extradites rebel ‘SoniaV

F ormer US President, Bill 
Clinton, is to have an 
other heart operation 

this week, barely six months 
after he underwent a qua­
druple heart bypass surgery. 
He is expected to spend be­
tween three and 10 days in a 
New York hospital to remove 
fluid and scar tissues under 
anaesthetic. The procedure 
is sometimes necessary af­
ter heart surgery, a spokes­
man said.

Mr Clinton first under­
went surgery on 6 Septem­
ber last year after complain­
ing of suffering pains ij) his 
chest and breathing difficul­
ties. Doctors said that he 
was in imminent danger of a 
major heart attack before the 
operation. Since his last sur­
gery, Mr Clinton has opened 
his presidential library and 
toured tsunami-stricken ar­
eas in Asia. He also gave a 
speech endorsing  John 
Kerry’s unsuccessful bid to 
win the US presidency for 
the Democrats.

Doctors at the New York 
Presbyterian Hospital/Co­

lumbia University Medical 
Centre said that the opera­
tion, known as a decortica­

tion, would take place on 
Thursday morning. They said 
that the procedure was not

Chechen rebel leader, Aslan Maskhadov, has been killed by Russian 
troops fighting to quell a long rebellion in the mainly Muslim Caucasus 
region, the Russian army announced on March 8, 2005.

‘medically urgent’ and that 
Mr Clinton’s activities had 
not contributed to; his con­
dition. The scar tissue had 
formed as a result o f fluid 
build-up causing a compres­
sion of the left lung and some 
discomfort to Mr Clinton, 
they said. The operation is 
‘low risk’ and should even­
tually enable the former presi­
dent to ‘resume work with­
out limitations.’

‘I feel f in e ,’ said Mr 
Clinton on Tuesday, adding 
that he planned to play golf 
a day before Thursday’s op­
eration. According to him, 
‘All they have to do is drain 
it... It’s no big deal/

Mr C lin ton’s highest- 
profile recent engagement 
has been as US ambassador 
to parts o f south and south­
east Asia ravaged by last 
Decem ber’s tsunami. Ap­
pearing alongside his prede­
cessor in office, George Bush 
(Snr), he cam paigned to 
raise funds for the region.

C olom bia has extra 
d ited  a top rebel 
leader and one o f the 

most senior women in the 
.Revolutionary Armed Forces 
of Colombia (FA^RC) to face 
drug-trafficking charges in 
the US. OVnaira Rojas 
Cabrera, known as Sonia, is 
accused of running a large 
d rug-traffick ing  ring for 
FARC. Sonia has taken what 
is most likely to be a one way 
trip to the US. She is accused 

i o f running a network that 
i earned the guerrillas tens of 

millions o f  dollars.
Sonia was captured in

C hechen resistance ‘to con tin u e’
T he killing of Chechen 

separatist leader, Aslan 
Maskhadov, will not 

j end resistance to Russian rule 
jin Chechnya. This was said 
| by a rebel spokesm an, 
Akhmed Zakayev, who added 
that a successor would be 

j chosen within days.
Mr Maskhadov, who was 

| e lec ted  p residen t o f  
| Chechnya in 1997, was report­

edly killed by Russian troops 
in a raid on Tuesday. He was 
widely considered the most 
moderate of Chechnya’s rebel 
com m anders, having d is­
tanced himself from a string 
of terror attacks and called for 
peace talks with Russian au­
thorities. Russian television 
broadcast pictures o f the 53- 
year-old’s half-naked corpse 
lying in a pool o f his own

blood. '
Mr Zakayev, who is based 

in London, said, ‘The resis­
tance will continue, no doubt 
about it.’A ‘military commit­
tee,’ he said, is legally empow­
ered to choose a successor 
to Mr Maskhadov until elec­
tions can be held. He added 
that ‘Aslan Maskhadov will 
be much more dangerous for 
the Kremlin leadership in

UN to review Iraq inspection work
A fter getting a fresh appeal 

from Iraq to end the 
costly work of UN weap­

ons inspectors, UN Security 
Council members have said that 
the time to review examining their 
future was getting closer. UN 
chief weapons inspector, 
Demetrius Perricos, raised a se­
ries of issues that members 
needed to address in considering 
whether to wrap up the opera­
tion of the UN Monitoring, Veri­
fication and Inspection Commis­
sion (UNMOVIC) or change its 
mandate. According to UN dip­
lomats, he maintained that UN 
inspectors could still play an im­
portant role.

What seemed clear, accord- 
ing-to Brazil’s UN ambassador, 
Ronaldo Mota Sardenberg (the 
current council president) who 
spoke after the meeting, was that 
‘the idea that the mandate should 
be revisited is now becoming a 
reality.’ ‘So this is a next step for 
the council,’ he added. When that 
step would be taken is however 
unclear.

Sayifig that it was ‘very hard’ 
to give a timetable, Sardenberg 
believed that it would be good to 
wait for the election of a perma­
nent Iraqi government under the 
new constitution, which is ex­
pected in December. Meanwhile 
Security Council members would 
need to address the issues relat­
ing to inspections, such as the 
verification and certification that 

! Iraq’s weapons of mass destruc- 
| tion programmes have been dis- 
i mantled. ‘This is a complex pro- 
i eess that'is starting,’ Sardenberg 
said. ‘It doesn’t mean that it will 

| start only by the end of the year.
I It shoilld start earlier than that.’

The interim Iraqi government 
has been waging a public cam- 

! paign to stop using Iraqi oil rev­

enue to finance UNMOVIC, 
which is responsible for eliminat­
ing Iraq’s alleged biological, chemi- 
cal, and long-range missile 
programmes. It wants to do the 
same with the International 
Atomi# Energy Agency (IAEA), 
which is responsible for getting 
rid of its alleged nuclear 
programme. In a letter to UN Se­
curity Council members before 
Tuesday’s meeting, Iraq’s UN 
ambassador Samir Sumaidai said 
that Iraq’s oil revenue was used 
to fund two bodies that ‘have be­
come irrelevant’ at a cost of more 
than $12 million annually for 
UNMOVIC and $12.3 million 
over the next two years for the 
IAEA. He asked the council to 
invest in the reconstruction of 
Iraq and address the immediate 
needs of its people by transfer­
ring about $400 million of Iraq’s 
oil money still held in UN ac­
counts to the country’s develop­
ment fund.

UN inspectors were sent to 
Iraq after the 1991 Gulf war which 
ousted the invading Iraqi forces 
from Kuwait. UNMOVIC and 
IAEA inspectors left Iraq just 
before the March 2003 US-led 
invasion and have since been 
barred from returning, while US 
teams have been permitting to 
continue the weapons search. In 
October however the chief US 
arms inspector, Charles Duelfer, 
said in a report that his Iraq Sur­
vey Group (ISG) had found no 
weapons of mass destruction in 
the country, thus discrediting 
President George Bush’s stated 
rationale for invading Iraq.

Sumaidai reiterated that the 
‘new Iraq’ had no intention of 
embarking on any new weapons 
programmes and therefore ‘can­
not possibly represent a source 
of threat.’

But according to UN diplo- j 
mats, Perricos had wondered in | 
his briefing to the Security Coun­
cil whether the Iraq Survey 
Group’s report was the final J 
word or whether there was scope j 
for an independent assessment ctf 
Iraq's disarmament - and if so who 
should do it and how. He said it 
was still necessary to determine j 
Iraq’s biological, chemical, and | 
missile capabilities and render j 
them harmless, which included 
looking at manufacturing and re­
search facilities, the diplomats 
added.

Perricos reportedly cited sev­
eral outstanding questions not 
answered by the US inspectors, 
such as what happened to 25 Al 
Samoud 2 missiles and 326 SA2 
engines that UN inspectors didn’t 
have time to destroy before they 
left; and what happened to the 
bunkers at the former Muthanna 
chemical weapons site 55km 
northwest of Baghdad, which 
was under UN seal and contained 
hundreds of damaged Chemical 
artillery rockets and toxic chemi­
cals.

The chief UN inspector also 
raised the possibility of getting 
more information from the Iraq 
Survey Group, but argued that 
UNMOVIC would be an inde­
pendent way to assess Iraq’s dis­
armament in the shortest possible 
time whenever necessary. To con­
firm Iraq’s disarmament, Perricos 
said that the Security Council 
would need to decide whether 
dual-use civilian/military items al­
ready monitored by the United 
Nations should be scrutinised 
again for a limited period of time 
to reassure trade partners that the 
items were not misused and build 
confidence in the Middle East as 
a zone that was free of weapons 
of mass destruction as per the 
Council resolution of 1991.

death than he could ever have 
been in life, when he was call­
ing for peaceful dialogue. It is 
a very big loss but it is not a 
death blow to us, as (Russian 
President V ladim ir) Putin 
thinks.’

Mr Maskhadov, a former 
Soviet general, was branded a 
terrorist by Moscow for his 
involvem ent in the w ar in 
Chechnya. He was ousted 
from power as the democrati- 
cally-elected president when 
R ussian  troops invaded 
Chechnya in October 1999 on 
Mr. Putin’s orders. He fre­
quently denied involvement in 
attacks by separatist Chechen 
guerrillas, including \s . year’s 
Beslan school siege and the 
2002 Moscow theatre seizure. 
C hechen w arlord  Sham il 
Basayev -  M oscow’s most 
wanted man - claimed respon­
sibility for those attacks.

M r M askhadov had re­
peatedly called for talks be­
tween the Chechen rebels and 
the Russian authorities, and 
said just last week that all he 
needed to bring a peaceful end 
to the conflict was one ‘30- 
minute, fair, face-to-face dia­
logue’ with President Putin. 
Moscow rejected his over­
tures however, refusing to ne­
gotiate with what it described 
as ‘wanted terrorists.’

Nikolai Patrushev, head of 
R ussia ’s in ternal security  
forces (FSB), informed Presi­
dent Putin that Mr Maskhadov 
had been killed. The president 
thereupon called for further 
investigations to ascertain 
how Mr Maskhadov had died 
in the Chechen village o f 
Tolstoy-Yurt and pledged to 
honour the Russian forces in­
volved in the raid. Few details 
o f the Russian special-forces’ 
operation near the Chechen 
capital, Grozny have so far 
been released.

Chechnya’s Moscow-ap­
pointed deputy prime minister, 
Ramzan Kadyrov, told the 
Interfax news agency that the 
intention had been to take Mr 
Maskhadov alive, but he was 
killed as a result o f his body­
guards’ ‘carelessness’ in han­
dling their weapons.

February last year in a heli 
copter-borne raid by elite Co 
lombian troops. Seized along 
with her were documents and 
a laptop computer that pro­
vided much of the evidence; 
to be used against her in 
court.

Not only has FARC lost: 
one of their top female com-K 
manders with Sonia’s arrest, 
the rebel m ovem ent also 
fears that she might be pres­
sured by the US authorities 
and the threat o f facing a sen­
tence of more than 20 years 
in prison to reveal vital infor­
mation about their finance 
system

Odd World
‘Don’t die in six months’
A  man given six months to live by his doctors was told 

by an Italian court to come back in 14 months for a 
decision on his insurance claims. Carmelo Cisabella, 

39, has an inoperable spine disease and was anxious to pick 
up some $596,300 from his insurers in already-agreed dam­
ages to ease his final months of life, II Messaggero newspa­
per reported on Tuesday.

Cisabella turned to the Sicilian courts to speed up the 
process by putting pressure on the slow-moving insurers, 
but was told, to return next year to hear their decision. In 
protest, he chained himself to the gates of the law courts to 
bring attention to his plight.

II Messaggero said that Cisabella’s woes dated back more 
than a decade when he was left paralyzed by a motorcycle 
accident. Confined to a wheelchair, he subsequently devel 
oped a lethal infection of the spine. The insurance claim dates 
back to the road crash.

Italian justice is notoriously slow and takes an average of 
3,041 days reach a decision in a civil case.

‘Free public transport for good dressing’
T he Japanese city o f  Kyoto is offering free public trans 

port and entry to tourist attractions for the next eleven 
days to anyone wearing a kimono. The scheme is a bid 

to promote the traditional costume, which most people now 
wear only on special occasions. About 20 tourist attractions 
are reportedly offering free entry, including Nijo Castle, Kyoto 
Tower, and some museums. Those that may not possess a 
kimono could hire it for 3,000 yen ($28) a day, said Ami Tsujii, 
a Kyoto official in charge of promoting traditional industries.

Kyoto is an important centre for the Japanese textile in­
dustry. It is one o f Japan’s most traditional cities and home to 
hundreds o f temples and shrines. It was also Japan's seat of 
government from the 8th to the 17th centuries.

Man in cold seeking love
A  Los Angeles man who sneaked into Canada in Febru 

ary to see his Internet girlfriend will be deported - 
minus all his fingers and some o f his toes - the 

Winnipeg Sun newspaper has reported. Charles Gonsoulin, 
41, will have the fingers and toes amputated because of se­
vere frostbite suffered during his 100-hour trek from Pembina, 
North Dakota across the Canadian border to Emerson, 
Manitoba where he was found on a golf course on February 
23 suffering from hypothermia. ‘It is better to have loved and 
to have lost than never to have loved at all,’ the Sun quoted 
Gonsoulin as saying. ‘It was all worth it for me. It’s the differ­
ence between sitting around dreaming about things and go­
ing out and getting them.’

Gonsoulin and the Canadian woman met in an Internet 
chat room in 2002. The woman lives in Quebec, Gonsoulin’s 
lawyer, Mike Cook, told a court hearing. Quebec is about 
2,500 kilometres (1,6Q0 miles) east o f Manitoba.

Gonsoulin could not enter Canada legally because he was 
convicted of robbing a Pizza Hut in Arkansas in 1984, the 
newspaper said, and hi girlfriend could not afford to travel to 
Los Angeles. He therefore took a bus to North Dakota where 
he crossed the border.

‘Mr. Gonsoulin didn’t really know that any place on earth 
could be so cold and inhosffiTable,’ Cook told a court hearing 
on Monday, adding that his client had never felt tempera 
tures under 10 degrees Celsius (50 degrees F). Temperatures 
dipped below -26 degrees C (-15 degrees F) during his long 
hike.

Gonsoulin is receiving medical treatment in a Winnipeg 
jail. He still has not met his girlfriend face-to-face, but they 
have’Spoken on the phone and Gonsoulin said they were still 
in love.
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B u s in e s s  T r u st
j Today's  
I fl ight schedule

A lb a rk a  A ir
| Lagos - Abuja 07:20

15:15
13:00

Abuja - Lagos 8:45a.m.
11:00
13:15
17:00 .

j Maiduguri - Abuja 06:50 j

Abuja - Maid 17:00
Lagos - Yola 1:00 p’m

Abuja - Yola 14:30
Yola - Abuja 15.30

Yola - Lagos 4:00 p’.m

: C h an ch an gi A irlin es
L agos-A b u j 8:15a.m.

11:00a.m.
12:10p.m.
4:45p.m.

Kaduna - Lagos 8:30a.m. j
;P/H - Lagos 9:00a.m.

4:30p.in.
Abuja - Kaduna 2:30p.m.
Kaduna - Abuja 1:30p.m.
IR S  A irlin es •

CBQ - Abuja 8.00 a.m.
| Abuja - Lagos 9:45a.m.
j jLagos - Kaduna 9:30a.m. j !

Kano - Lagos 7:30p.m.
Lagos - Kano 11:15a.m.

| K aduna-L agos 11:00a.m.
j Lagos -Abu/M M 2:30p.m.
| Abuja - MM 1:45p.m.
| MM - Abuja 3:45p.m.

A b u ja -C B ,5:15p.m.
•' Kano - Abuja 1:15p.m.

A b u ja -K an o 2:30p.m.
I Kano - Lagos 3:45p.m.

Lagos - Kano 6:00p.m.

E A S  A irlin es
Lagos - Abuja 8:15p.m.

11:45a.m.
5:45p.m.

A buja - Lagos 10:15a.m.

, 7:15p.m.

: L agos - Jos 11:45a.m.

| Jos - Lagos 2:30pm .

Dasab Airlines
: Auja- Lagos 8:30 a.m.

Lagos -PHC 10:30 a.m.

| PHC-Lagos ' 12:30 a.m.

Lagos-Kano 2:30 p.m.

Kano-Lagos 4:30 p.m.

Lagos-Abuja 6:30pm.

ADC A irline
Lagos-Abuja 7:15 a.m.

- 12:45 p.m.

Abuja-Lagos 8:55 a.m.
Lagos-Calabar ll:15a.m .

Calabar-Lagos 7:20 a.m.

P/H-Lagos 9:45 a.m. ]
Most airlines operate the

same flight schedule
on week days.

1
n line wfth its efforts to 
raise the N25 billion 
:apital base as required 

Central Bank o f 
(C B N ), the

25bn capita liza tion
V

NAL partners Indian bank
T he M anag ing

an in v e s to rs ’

for subscription 4 billion 
ordinary shares o f 50 kobo 
each at N2.50 per share.

According to him, the 
partnership betw een the 
two banks will go a long 
way to enhance efforts to 
raise the N25 billion as 
required by the CBN.

He explained that NAL 
Bank made a profit before 
tax ofN  1.35 billion in 2004 
pointing out that the bank 
has made profit after tax 
projections ofN837 million 
and N 1.31 billion for June 
2005 and  June  2006

From Yushau Adamu Ibrahim,
Correspondent (Kano)

respectively.
Shedding more light on 

the a c tiv itie s  o f  its new

partners, the MD explained 
that SB1 has a netw ork o f  
14,000 branches with a total 
asset base o f  $126 billion, 
and it made a net profit in

excess of $1 billion in 2004.
The bank, he explained 

further, is also rated as one of 
the top 10 banks in Asia and 
is said to be among the top

100 banks in the world.
The public offer of the bank’i 

shares which opened on the 28 
of February 2005, is expected to j  

close on the 30th ofMarch, 2005.

Intercity begins sensitisation on IPO
T n'I t
JL t:

’’ntercity Bank Nigeria Pic 
| Tuesday officially opened 
its initial public offer (IPO) 

targeted at raising N 13 billion 
to increase its shareholders’ 
funds in compliance with the 
new minimum capitalisation 
o f  N25 b illion  set by the 
C en tra l Bank o f  N igeria  
(CBN).

As part o f  this drive, a 
team of officials o f the bank 
on Tuesday kick-started the 
sensitisa tion  cam pagin  ;in 
Abuja.

By Ahmed I. Shekarau, 
Group Business E ditor

A stA ?-»co

Briefs

Leading the three-m an 
team comprising Mr. Tony 
W uyep o f  'M a rk e tin g  
D ep a rtm en t in A buja  
Regional office and Shina 
Olajide o f Customer Service 
in M aitam a B ranch  o f  
Intercity, M anager o f  the 
Maitama Branch o f the bank, 
Yahaya Yakubu said, they 
w ere on the sensitisa tion  
campaign to solicit further 
support for the bank to meet 
its target.

Yahaya said tomorrow, 
Friday, M arch 11,2005, the 
b a n k  is  h o ld in g  a 
c u s to m e r s  fo ru m  in 
M in n a , th e  N ig e r  s ta te  
cap ita l, adding that m any 
m ore are being planned for 
v a r io u s  p a r ts  o f  th e  
country .

A c c o rd in g  to  h im , 
s e r ie s  o f  c o n s u l ta t io n s  
a re  b e in g  h e ld  w ith  
[n te r c i ty  B a n k ’s
s ta k e h o ld e rs  a c ro s s  the  
c o u n try  on th e  o f fe r , 
ad d in g  th a t th e  b an k  is 
op tim istic  that its shares

m ay be oversubscribed .
T he M aitam a b ran ch  

m a n a g e r  o f  I n te r c i ty  
d isc lo sed  tha t the bank is 
cu rren tly  in m erger talks 
w ith  lik e-m in d ed  banks, 
s tressing  tha t “we are ftot 
in  a h u r ry  to  m erg e  to  
avoid  the experiences o f  j 
o th e r s  w h o se  m e rg e rs  j 
failed” .

The bank has a lready  j 
secured  approvals o f  the j 
S ecu rities and Exchange, j 
Commission (SEC) and the j 
N igerian  S tock E xchange ' 
(NSE) for the IPO.

J
sthc proposed JA1Z Bank International Pic, an interest- 
free and profit sharing bank awaits itsjipproval to 
:ommence banking operations, it has embarked on 

series o f  consultation  w ith its shareholders and other 
stakeholders to work out strategies for the capitalization of 
the bank in line with the new CBN N25 billion requirement.

Already, the proposed bank held a successful Investors’ 
Fora in Kano, Kaduna and Bauchi, while expecting to hold 
others in Gusau, Lagos and Ibadan this week.

At a special strategy session held in Abuja, the Board

Belgium eyes Virgin Nigeria
T T ;

J .  E

across

le Belgian ambassador 
to Nigeria, Dirk Van 
E echkhaut, has 

expressed Belgium’s desire 
to improve bilateral relation­
ship with Nigeria especially 
in the aviation industry , 
expressing opti-mism that a 
positive  nego tia tion  
agreem ent betw een the 
Belgian airline and Virgin 
Nigeria would further cement 
good relationship between 
the two countries.

A ccording to a press

From Anas A. Galadima,
Reporter (Business)

the country, deliberated and agreed to adopt the general 
consensus reached by shareholders at the previous fora that 
bank should meet the N25 billion CBN requirement through 
public offer o f its shares.

Broad Bank
A s part o f its efforts aimed at increasing its market share,

Broad Bank has opened a new branch at Ibadan, Oyo 
E sta te .

A release signed by the bank’s He&d, Corporate Affairs,
Mr. Tony Ajiro said the new branch in Ibadan is in line with 
the strategic plan o f the bank to rapidly grow its branch 
network thereby taking its services closer to more Nigerians.

“ It is hoped tha t the b ranch , w hich has a lready  
com m enced operations, w ill serve as catalyst for the 
development o f the location and impact positively on the 
li\ s of the people” said the statement.

The bank therefore enjoined people in the town to call at 
the branch to transact business with the bank so as to enjoy 
its products and services.

Access Bank
A ccess Bank increased its branch network with the 

opening o f  its branch in Birnin-Kebbi, Kebbi state last 
week. The branch commissioning which was performed 

by Alh. Adamu Aliero, the governor, had in attendance 
members o f the state executive council and chief executives 
o f  institutions operating in the state.
A statement from the bank made available to Business Trust 
said while speaking at the occasion, Alh. Adamu Aliero 
congratulated the management of the bank for taking the 
initiative to identify with the state by establishing branch in 
the state. He enjoined other investors to emulate Access 
Bank and join in the drive towards the economic development 
o f  the state.
Mr. Herbert Wigwe, Deputy Managing Director, Access Bank producers and consum ers.
Pic, in his remarks commended the people and government o f j h e r e  is need  fo r p ric e
Kebbi State for the friendly spirit displayed in welcoming the s ta b il i ty  and  su p p ly
bank into their midst. He specifically thanked the governor security for all concerned-
for creating the right business atmosphere in the state and S p e c u la to rs  sh o u ld  also
promised to help drive its socio-economic growth objectives, realize that they are doing

statem ent signed, by the 
Chief Press Secretary to the 
M in ister o f  A viation, the 
am bassador m ade this 
revelation when he paid a 
courtesy call on the minister 
o f  A viation, M allam  Isa 
Yaguda, in his office recently.

The am bassador, who 
expressed his appreciation of 
the hum an and m ateria l 
resources in N igeria, said

improved bilateral relation- 
sh ip  b e tw een  th e  tw o  I 
c o u n tr ie s , in a v ia tio n , 
would also boost tourism  i 
and in c rease  in v estm en t 
oppor-tunities for Nigeria, j 

The minister, according 
to the statem ent, thanked 
the am bassador for his visit j  

poin ting  out that N igeria ! 
h as  s ta te -o f - th e -a r t  
equipment in all her airports 
com paring  them  to w hat j 
obtains in other parts o f  the 
world.

Obasanjo urges OPEC to check oil prices
P:re s id e n t  O lu seg u n  

’O b a ssa n jo  has 
adv ised  that ex ces­

s iv e  and in d isc r im in a te  
increase  in p rices  o f  oil 
would not be beneficial in 
the end.

To this end, he called on 
members o f the Organization 
o f  P e tro leu m  E x p o rtin g  
Countries (OPEC) and non­
oil producers alike to work 
towards price stability and 
supply security.

He spoke while declaring 
open a two-day workshop 
on mechanisms for capacity 
b u ild in g  o f  R eg io n a l 
E co n o m ic  C o m m u n itie s  
(RECs) and speeding up o f 
key New P artnersh ip  for 
A f r ic a ’s D e v e lo p m e n t 
(N E PA D ) In fra s tru c tu re  
Projects, Abuja.

He appealed  to OPEC 
countries and non-OPEC oil 
producers to moderate the • 
h igh  p ric e  o f  o il in 
accordance with OPEC price 
modulating mechanism.

His words: “Excessive 
and volatile oil prices are 
not in the best interest o f

By Reuben Yunana,
Senior State H ouse R eporter

more harm than good.” 
P re s id e n t O b asan jo  

w ho u n d e rsc o re d  the 
im portance o f  the w ork ­
shop , s ta ted  th a t it was 
a n o th e r  o p p o r tu n ity  to 
respond, in a more concrete

w ay, to som e o f  the j 
d ev e lo p m en t p rob lem s 
facing the country.

Regional economic com- j  

m unities, he noted, repre­
sen ted  essen tia l bu ild ing  
blocks for integration and 
dev e lo p m en t in the  j 
continent. In line with the ; 
NEPAD objectives.

fiy a e r o
to  A C C R A ,  

L O M E  
&  M A L A B O

For your tickets visit aero offices and agents
or call: + 234 (01) 7749723, 7731886, 0803 310 3385
for airfreight to M alabo Call: 0803 706 6370
A ccra  -  +  233 21 674457
Lo m e  -  + 228 2260373
M alabo -  + 240 -  90592 w w w .  a c n .
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Northern speakers visit Lake Chad oil sites
S peakers o f the i 9 Houses 

o f  A ssem bly  in the 
North have paid a visit 

to sites o f oil exploration in 
the Lake Chad Basin area as 
pail o f their effort to mount 
an intensive campaign for the 

-^resumption o f  exploration 
.^activities earlier abandoned 

by the N igerian  N ational 
IPetroleum  C o rp o ra tio n  
(NNPC).

The speakers are in 
iMaiduguri, Borno state to 
I attend the fourth meeting of 
the Forum  o f  N orthern  
House of Assembly Speakers 

-i The NNPC was into-oil 
exploration in the Lake Chad 
from  the late 1970’s but 
abandoned search in the late 
1980’s under circumstances 
believ ed  by m any to be 
controversial and political.

Chairman o f the Northern 
Speakers Forum and Speaker 
of the Kwara state House of 
Assembly, Alhaji Isa Ibrahim 
Bio, who led the speakers to 
the oil sites in M agum eri 
local governm ent area o f 
Borno state yesterday, said 
that the v isit is aim ed at 
inspecting sites o f  federal 
!government projects with a 
Iview to knowing the level o f 
progress in the execution of 
the pro jects and enacting 
appropriate legislation which 
Iwould ginger various nort­
h e rn  state governm ents to 
cam paign for their com p­
letion or execution by the 
government.

Business Trust also learnt 
that the speakers intend to

• 'From Abdullahi Bego,
: Regional Editor (North East)

use the visit to the Lake Chad 
in the memo they might send 
to northern delegates atte­
nding the National Political 
Reform Conference to urge 
them to argue strongly for the

resumption o f oil search in the 
Chad Basin.

The speakers believed 
that the abandonment o f oil 
exploration was a result o f 
neglect by successive admin- 
is tra tio n s  in the coun try  
rather than due to any scien­
tific data disproving the pres­

ence o f oil in the Nigerian 
sector o f the Chad Basin.

Sources also told Busi­
ness Trust that the speakers 
are enamored by the disco­
very o f oil in the Chadian 
sector o f the Lake Chad, and 
believed that in this era when 
the political history o f the

T he National President, 
A ssociation o f  N ig ­
erian Licensed Cust­

oms Agents (ANLCA), Chief 
Ernest Elochukwu has called 
on members o f  the National 
A ssem bly  to rise  up and 
bring sanity into the clearing 
and forwarding practice.

The ANLCA president 
stated this while addressing 
m em bers o f  the N ational 
Assembly on the proposed 
council to regulate freight 
forwarding in Nigeria.

A ccording to him, the 
greatest impediment to the

professionalisation  o f  the 
c lea rin g  and fo rw ard ing  
practice is the activities of 
touts and impostors.

He lam ented that even 
the vulcanisers who pump 
deflated car tyres at the Roll 
on Roll O ff (RORO) port su­
ddenly transform to being re­
ferred to as clearing agents 
by presenting themselves as 
such to the unquestioning 
members o f  the importing 
public.

“ It is so m eth ing  o f  a 
national shame that touting 
has continued to flourish in

various aspects o f our nati­
onal economic life for the sim­
ple reason that we as a people 
have disclaim for norms and 
standards,” Chief Elochukwu 
said.

W hile  su p p o rtin g  the 
need for the establishment of 
a council t-o regu la te  the 
p rac tice  o f  c lea rin g  and 
forwarding, the ANLCA boss 
stressed that the association 
refused to be hoodwinked 
into accepting a situation that 
would officially up-hold an 
all-comer affairs where touts 
would have legality conferred 
on them albeit, unwittingly.

‘Stocks will boast maritime sector’
C hief executive officer 

(CEO), Japaul Oil and 
Maritime Services Pie, 

N ig e r ia ’s f irs t m aritim e 
company to be quoted on the 
N igerian  Stock Exchange 
(NSE), Mr Paul Jegede has 
stressed the need to create 
awareness on the maritime 
sector, saying that maritime 
s tocks are fo r m atu red  
investors.

Mr Jegede disclosed this 
during an exclusive interview

with Business Trust recently.
He explained that apart 

from the money which the 
company is raising through 
its initial public offer (IPO), a 
foreign  bank has already 
approved $30 million facility 
for the company.

According to him, $5 mill­
ion out o f the $30 million was 
already in the com pany’s 
kitty.

“We are building up a bu­
siness empire that would out-

No parastal’ll be spared in reforms -M inister

T he M inister o f  Tran­
sport, Dr Abiye Prec­
ious Sekibo has said 

that no parastatal under his 
ministry would be left untou- 

Iched in the on-going reforms 
of the federal government.

The m in is te r’s declar­
ation which was made over 
the weekend in Lagos during 
an interactive session with 
maritime reporters is coming 
on the heels of the removal 
o f  M r F erd inand  A gu as

From Adelanwa Bamgboye,
Correspondent (Lagos)

director-general o f the Natio­
nal M aritim e A u th o rity  
(NMA).

The minister said that the 
shake-up within the transport 
ministry Actually started with 
the sacking o f the board of 
the Nigerian Ports Authority 
(NPA) when Arch. Aminu 
Dabo was replaced with Chief 
Adebayo Sarumi.

“We started w ith NPA 
where we carried out a lot of 
changes in the entire trans: 
port sector, we are going thro­
ugh a period o f reform and 
no parastatal will be left unto­
uched,” the minister said.

To this end, Dr Sekibo 
said that the National Clea­
ring  F o rw ard ing  A gency  
(NACFA) must be in private 
hands. According to tne min­
isters, anything the private 
sector can do better, gover­
nment will hands off.

line the promoters and even 
the subscribers, that would 
span over gener-ations.”

“ So we have enough 
money to take us to the next 
level, we have equity, and 
ship loan which we are going 
to put together to acquire 
some equipment to serve as 
good income generating base 
for the benefits  o f  su b s­
cribers,” Mr Jegede said.

The CEO stressed that 
apart from Japaul, there is no 
other company doing serious 
business in ship building, 
adding that ship build ing 
only constitu tes about 20 
percent o f Japaul’s business.

He said further that within 
seven months, the company 
has built three tugboats each 
o f  w hich would cost N80 
million to import, adding that 
it cost Japaul far more less to 
build the tugboat.

It was gathered that the 
first of the three boats, that 
have capacity range of 500 to 
800 tip was sold to a multi­
national company presently 
engaged in Shell project in 
Bonny Island.

a i T il

*

i

Customs agents urge NASS to sanitise shipping industry

Tmisp<)rtnunkei\Di\4biyeSekih()(rigltf),\lanuguigDim1i)r,ytgaiaiilnlaiulWaten\xiysAitiluirity(NIWA),En$ieerAAbidxdiar0iMlk)wuiexeaifi\x!SLxrauiy, 
NigeriaShippers 'Council (NSC), CapL Adamu Bill on board a \esselduring an inspection tourbytheminister-recentfy.

International 
Oil price stays close to $55

Chide futures stayed close to $55 a barrel yesterday, 
anchored by a weak dollar, cold weather and jitters 
ahead o f next week’s meeting o f the Organization of 

Petroleum'Exporting Countries.
OPEC oil ministers have signalled they will not raise 

output a stance that analysts said was not surprising 
considering the organization already is producing over its 
quota.

And even a decision to boost production at the meeting 
in Iran on March 16 would come too late to compensate for 
the late outburst o f winter in the Northern Hemispnere 
driving heating oil demand.

On the New York Mercantile Exchange, light, sweet 
crude rose 14 cents to $54.73 a barrel in electronic trading 
bv late morning in Europe. Heating oil prices were up less 
than a cent at $ 1.5295 a gallon.

Brent crude was up 7 ccnts at $52.91 a barrel on the 
International Petroleum Exehangc.

Ng W eng H oong, o il ed ito ria l m anager at 
Energyasia.com, said traders remain worried about the tight 
demand-supply situation.

“There’s an element o f panic buying going on here,” he 
said. “Oil companies are under-replenishing their reserves.”

The 10 OPEC countries bound by production quotas 
pumped an estimated 700,000 barrels a day last month above 
their joint 27 million barrel ceiling.

With the organization unlikely or unable to go much 
above that, “we need the weather to get wanner,” said 
analyst Deborah White at SG Securities in Paris.

“OPEC cannot help that we’re getting major snowstorms 
in the (U.S.) Northeast even if  they had more capacity they 
can do nothing to put more heating oil in the Northeast 
instantaneously.”

Also driving prices higher was the strong euro, which 
rose above $i .33, its highest level since early January.

Because crude is sold worldwide in U.S. dollars, and 
because the currency has lost 8 percent o f  its value against 
the euro in the last four m onths, OPEC nations have 
signalled support for higher oil prices as a hedge to maintain 
their buying power in Europe.

Several OPEC ministers have said they see no need to 
raise output.

Continental Airlines summoned 
over Concorde crash

"TT "TS company Continental Airlines was widely expected 
|  I to be placed under judicial investigation over its 
V -X  role in the Concorde crash five years ago which a 

report found was triggered by a piece o f metal that fell from 
a Continental D C-10.

Ken Burt, the American vice-president of the company’s 
technical division, appeared early afternoon before an 
examining magistrate for a “first questioning with a view to 
being place under investigation,” according to judicial 
sources.

The company itself was also likely to be placed under 
investigation for “ involuntary homicide and injuries,” they 
said.

Under French law a judicial investigation is normally a 
first step towards eventual criminal charges.

A judicial enquiry into the crash o f  the supersonic 
airliner near Charles de Gaulle airport in July 2000 concluded 
in Decem ber that a titanium  alloy strip fell from the 
Continental Airlines D C -10 that took o ff just before the 
Concorde.

The piece o f  metal punctured the Concorde’s tyre, 
sending debris upwards into the fuel tank which then 
exploded. All 109 people on board as well as four people on 
the ground were killed.

The report said the strip played a “direct” role in the 
accident, although a “relative weakness” on the interior 
surface o f the Concorde’s distinctive delta-shaped wings 
which held its fuel tanks also contributed.

It said that the titanium  alloy strip  installed  by 
Continental Airlines was a replacement part whose usage 
was not sanctioned by the A m erican civ il aviation 
authorities and that “ the rules o f  aeronautical metal 
construction were not respected by the employees o f 
Continental Airlines.”

A source  c lose  to  the in v es tig a tio n  said  these  
conclusions made it “ logical” that the company be placed 
under judicial investigation.

Continental Airlines has denied responsibility for the 
crash and said it woukl fight any criminal charges stemming 
from a French probe o f the*accident.

“We strongly disagree that anything Continental did 
was the cause o f the Concorde accident and we are 
outraged that media reports have said criminal charges may 
be m ade against our com pany and its em ployees,” 
spokesw om an Rahsaan Johnson said in a statem ent 
released after publication o f  the report.
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Volkswagen gets off on poor start
G erm an au to  g ian t, 

Volkswagen said that 
business got off to an 

iunsatisfactory start in the 
first th ree m onths o f  the 
current year.

E u ro p e ’s lead in g  car 
maker also promised to step 
!up cost-cutting efforts after 
;its flagship VW brand lost 
m oney for firs t tim e in a 
! decade last year.

“As in 2004, operating 
profit for the first quarter o f 
2005 will not be satisfactory,”

VW chairman Bemd Pische- 
tsrieder told the group’s an- 

* nual earnings news confer­
ence here Tuesday.

“However, we are expe­
cting an improvement in the 
course o f the year bec-ause 
important, high-volume mo­
dels will be available from the 
second quarter and second 
half o f2005.” „

VW said it planned to 
launch “more than 20 new 
products and product var­
iants” during the course o f

British Airways names 
Irishman as new CEO

B ritish Airways annou­
nced the appointment 
o f  Irishm an , W illie 

; Walsh, the former chief exec­
utive o f Aer Lingus, as repl­
acem ent to BA’s departing 
chief executive Rod Eddin- 
gton.

A u stra lian  Rod Eddi- 
ngton, 55, would leave the 
British flag carrier at the end 
| o f September.

W alsh w ould  s ta rt as 
chief executive designate on 
May 3 and assume the full 
role upon Eddington’s depa­
rture.

In v esto rs  cheered  the 
appointm ent as BA shares 
gained 2.26 percent to 282.75 
pence in afternoon London 
trade. The FTSE 100 index of 
lead in g  shares fe ll 0.12 
percent to 5021.0 points.

Willie Walsh a 43-year- 
old former pilot resigned his 
post at Irish airline Aer Lingus. 
at the end o f January.

“W illie  has an o u ts t­
a n d in g  rep u ta tio n  in the 
airline industry around the 
world for the way in which 
ihe transformed the fortunes 
o f  Aer Lingus from a high- 
cost underperforming carrier 
into a successful and p ro f­
itable entity,” said BA chair- 
man Martin Broughton.

“ M any com m en ta to rs 
have rightly said that Rod 
Eddington will be a hard act 
to follow but I am completely 
confident that in Willie we 
have captured the very best 
person*ifor the job ,” Brou­
ghton added.

Rod E ddington w hose 
departure has been on the 
cards for several m onths 
arrived at BA in May 2000 
and has taken  the a irline  
th rough  one o f  the m ost 
testing periods in its history.

Shortly after his arrival, 
BA’s flagship plane, Conc­
orde, was withdrawn follo­
wing the Air France Concorde 
crash (news - web sites) in 
Paris in July 2000. BA subse­
quently scrapped all Conc­
orde flights in October 2003 
after 27 years o f  service.

E ddington steered  BA 
through the slump in air travel 
following the September 11, 
2001 te rro r is t a ttack s in 
Washington and New York, 
after which he oversaw a large 
cost-cutting programme to 
axe thousands o f jobs.

Under his leadership, BA 
was also hit by the Iraq war, 
the A sian  SA RS c ris is , 
trades union disputes and a 
sharp rise in the price o f 
aviation fuel.

2005 and that would enable 
the group to increase the nu­
mber o f worldwide deliveries 
this year.

In the United States, the 
group was pinning its hopes 
on the launch o f the new Jetta 
and the Passat to boost unit 
sales, while the Passat, the 
G olf Plus and the low-price 
Fox w ould  help  d rive  
E uropean  sa les h igher, 
Pischetsrieder said.

In addition, VW planned 
to intensify cost-cutting, with 
3.1 billion euros (four billion 
dollars) earmarked for this 
year alone.

The belt-tightening w o­
uld lead to an improvement 
in operating earnings, Pisch­
etsrieder said, without say­
ing by exactly how much.

Full-year operating profit 
after special items was set to 
improve, the chairman said, 
“although the extent o f this 
im provem ent depends on 
external factors that cannot 
be predicted at present.”

Nevertheless, 2005 had 
no t s ta rted  p a rtic u la rly  
auspiciously, with unit sales 
declin ing in the first two 
months o f  the year.

In January and February 
combined, custom er deliv­
eries totalled around 687,000 
vehicles, down 0.5 percent 
from the year-earlier period.

It was primarily the all- 
im portant Chinese m arket 
that put a drag on overall 
group sales. D eliveries in 
China declined by 33,000 
units year-on-year, w hile 
cumulative sales in all other 
m arkets  ro se  by  around  
30,000 units in January and 
February.

And the situation in key 
markets such as Germany, 
China and the US was expe­
cted to remain “difficult” this 
year, VW continued.

EADS shares drop, as 
Jumbo Airbus takes off

T he European A eron­
au tic  D efence  and 
S pace C om pany 

(EADS) reported a 60-percent 
surge in net profit for 2004 
and raised its target for this 
year.

But it said that the break­
even point for its superjumbo 
airliner, the A3 80, would be 
higher than expected, mea- 
ning that it would have to sell 
more aircraft to recover start­
up costs because the dollar 
was weak.

The European conglo­
m erate, which controls the 
Airbus aircraft manufacturer 
and has w ide-ranging def­
en ce  aeronautics interests, 
produces in euros but sells 
in dollars.

EADS jo in t chairm an, 
Philippe Camus said the A3 80 
project would reach a break­
even point when more than 
300 planes were sold, if  the 
dollar remained weak against 
the euro and o ther cu rre­
ncies.

“I f  we fix the euro/dollar 
rate at 1.30 euros, and based 
on w hat we have already 
done for the programme (in 
terms o f  currency hedging), 
and also taking into account

the h ig h er dev e lo p m en t 
costs, we get a break-even 
point that is well above 300 
planes,” Camus said.

Last week, Airbus chief 
executive Noel Forgeard, set 
to replace Camus later this 
year, to ld  A viation W eek 
m agaz ine  tha t the  A 380 
breakeven  po in t w as 270 
planes, instead o f  the 250 
planes originally forecast, but 
he said this was due exclu­
sively to cost overruns.

Shares in EADS dropped 
1.51 percent to 23.54 eurso in 
midday Paris trading, in a 
market 0.38 percent higher, 
am id in v es to r d isap p o ­
intment with the higher A3 80 
break-even point and profit 
taking, dealers said.

“ The h ike above 300 
aircraft isn ’t good new s,” 
said Harald Liberge-Dondous 
o f brokerage Aurel Leven.

“It’s an unpopular annou­
ncement, even i f  it isn ’t a 
catastrophe,” he added.

Net profit surged by 60 
percent to 1.03 billion euros 
(1.36 billion dollars) from the 
2003 figure, fuelled mainly by 
the A irbus a irc ra ft 
m anufacturing subsidiary, 
and a switch into profit by

space activities.
The resu lt was h igher 

than the company had expe­
cted and the group, which 
owns 80 percent o f  Airbus, 
said it was raising its target 
for operating profit this year.

Total group sales were in 
line with forecasts at 31.76 
billion euros.

EADS raised  its 2005 
target for earnings before 
interest and tax (EBIT) to 2.6 
billion euros from a previous 
2.4 billion euros, saying that 
the growth it was achieving 
reflected improved perfor­
mance by all divisions, partly 
o ffset by less favourable 
foreign exchange coverage 
and the w eakness o f  the 
dollar.

The group expected sales 
this year to rise by 3.9 percent 
to 33 billion euros driven by 
an increase o f 10.0 percent in 
defence activity sales.

The group also said it 
intended to deliver 350-360 
A irbus airliners this year. 
EADS noted that 2005’s mo­
dest increase would reflect 
higher deliveries o f  single­
aisle aircraft.

“The 2005 aircraft mix will 
be less favourable than in 
2004,” it said.

FED E R A L  A IR P O R T S A UTHO RITY O F NIGERIA

FEDERAL AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF NIGERIA
*

INVITATION TO TENDER FOR <1* 
THE SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION 
OF X-RAY BAGGAGE SCREENING  
MACHINES AND WALK-THROUGH  

METAL DETECTORS
The Federal Airport Authority of Nigeria (FAAN) 
employs x-ray baggage screening machines to 
facilitate passenger and luggage movements at the 
airports. Reputable companies are hereby invited 
to tender for the supply and installation of these 
machines and walk-through metal detectors in 
some designated airports* Details are contained 
in the tender documents.
REQUIREMENTS:
Tenderers who must have been registered with 
FAAN will be expected to provide evidence of the 
following documents along with their tenders.
•  Certificate of incorporation
•  Records of company income tax paym ents 

over the last three (3) years.
•  Bank reference from a reputable commercial 
, bank
•  Certificate of registration with FAAN
•  Records of successful performance on similar 

projects
SUBMISSION OF BIDS:
The tenders should be submitted bv hand or 
courier, in sealed envelopes, marked “SUPPLY AND 
INSTALLATION OF X-RAY SCREEN IN G  
MACHINES”, not later than four (4) weeks from the 
date of this publications to The Board Secretary, 
F ed er a l  A i r p o r t s  A u t h o r i t y  o f  N i g e r i a ,  
Headquarters, Ikeja, Lagos*
Tender documents can be obtained from the 
Board Secretary on payment of N20,000.00 
(Twenty Thousand Naira only) non-refundable 
fee.
Tenderers will be informed of the date for 
the opening of tenders.

Signed:
Management
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COMPANY NAME
ADSWITCH PLC. r
CUT1X PLC 
Sector Totals
AGRICULTURE/AGRO-ALLIED

: 0K1TIPUPA OIL PALM PLC.
THE OKOMU OIL PALM COMPANY PLC 
PRESCO PLC.
Sector Totals
AUTOMOBILE & TYRE »
DUNLOP NIGERIA PLC.
R. T. BRISCOAE PLC.
Sector Totals 
BANKING
ACCESS BANK PLC 

! AFR1BANK NIGERIA PLC.
P \  i-IRST ALTLANT1C BANK PLC

Ch a r t e r e d  b a n k  pl c
■^COOPERATIVE BANK PLC.
! COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT BANK PLC.

EIB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC.
: FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC.

FSB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC. 
GUARANTY TRUST BANK PLC.
GULF BANK OF NIGERIA PLC 
HALLMARK BANK PLC 
INTERNATIONAL MERCHANT BANK PLC. 
INLAND BANK (NIGERIA) PLC. 
INTERCONTINENTAL BAijIK PLC.
LIBERTY MERCHANT BANK 
LION BANK OF NIGERIA PLC. 
MANUFACTURERS BANK NIGERIA PLC.
NAL BANK PLC.
OCEANIC BANK PLC 
REGENT BANK PLC 
STANDARD TRUST BANK PLC 
TRANS INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC. 
TRADE BANK PLC.
UNITED BANK FOR AFRICA PLC.
UNION BANK NIGERIA PLC.
UNIVERSAL TRUST BANK PLC 
WEMA BANK PLC. •

: ZENITH BANK PLC 
Sector Totals 
BREWERIES
CHAMPION BREWERIES PLC.
GUINNESS NIGERIA PLC.
NIGERIAN BREWERIES PLC.
Sector Totals 
BUILDING MATERIALS 
ASHAKA CEMENT PLC.
BENUE CEMENT COMPANY PLC.
CEMENT CO. OF NORTHERN NIG. PLC 
WEST AFR. PORTLAND CEMENT CO. PLC. 
Sector Totals 
CHEMICAL & PAINTS 
BERGER PAINTS PLC.
CAP PLC.
D. N. MEYER PLC. .
Sector Totals
COMPUTER & OFFICE EQUIPMENT
TRIPPLE GEE AND COMPANY PLC.
Sector Totals 
CONGLOMERATES
A. G. LEVENTIS NIGERIA PLC.
C F A O NIGERIA PLC.
JOHN HOLT PLC.
UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC.
P. Z. INDUSTRIES PLC.
S C O A NIGERIA PLC.
U.A.C.NIGERIA PLC.
U.T.C. NIGERIA PLC.
Sector Totals 
CONSTRUCTION 
G CAPPA PLC
JULIUS BERGER NIGERIA PLC.
Sector Totals
ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY
INTERLINKED TECHNOLOGIES PLC. 
NIGERIAN WIRE AND CABLE PLC.
Sector Totals
FOOD/BEVERAGES & TOBACCO
7-UP BOTTLING COMPANY PLC *
CADBURY NIGERIA PLC.
FLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC.
NIGERIA BOTTLING COMPANY PLC. 
NESTLE FOODS NIGERIA PLC.
NORTHERN NIGERIA FLOUR MILLS PLC. 
Sector Totals
HEALTHCAREEKOCORP PLC.
EVANS MEDICAL PLC.
MAY & BAKER NIGERIA PLC.
NEIMETH INTERNATIONAL PHARM. PLC. 
PHARMA-DEKO PLC.
GLAXOSMITHKLINE CONSUMER NIG. PLC 
Sector Totals
INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC PRODUCTS
NIGERIA ENAMELWARE COMPANY PLC. 
FIRST ALUMINIUM NIGERIA PLC.
B.O.C. GASES PLC.
VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC.
Sector Totals 
INSURANCE 
AI1C0 INSURANCE PLC.
CORNERSTONE INSURANCE CO. PLC. 
LASACO ASSURANCE PLC.
LAW UNION AND ROCK INSURANCE PLC. 
NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC.
PRESTIGE ASSURANCE PLC.
ROYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE PLC. 
STANDARD ALLIANCE INSURANCE 
UNIC INSURANCE PLC.
WEST AFRICAN PROV. INS. COY. PLC. 
Sector Totals
MACHINERY(MARKETING)
BLACKWOOD HODGE (NIGERIA) PLC. 
Sector Totals 
MANAGED FUNDS 
C & I LEASING PLC.
Sector Totals
PETROLEUM(MARKETING)
AFROIL PLC.
AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC.
ETERNA OIL & GAS PLC.
MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC.
CONOIL PLC.
TEXACO (NIGERIA) PLC.
TOTAL NIGERIA PLC 
OANDO PLC.
Sector Totals
PRINTING & PUBLISHING
ACADEMY PRESS PLC.
Sector Totals 
REAL ESTATE
UACN PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT PLC. 
Sector Totals 
TEXTILES
UNITED NIGERIA TEXTILES PLC.
Sector Tot ah

SO OF DEALS QUOTATION(N) QUANTITY TRA
2 0.43 20,000

1.24 60,000
4 . ! ■ j 80,000

0.81 7,000
5 17.00 84,176
15 8.93 41,352
21 132,528

14 1.94 81,358
3 t 5.06 16,528
17 97,886

1 1 3.42 222,655
47 6.63 2,314,669
2 3.41 8,650
2 3.90 4,300
3 1.92 12,050
1 0.75 94,100
1 2.26 192,003
547 * 22.91 1,530,099
29 1.20 243 ,210
255 9.18 1,789,308
8 0.44 1.430,304
2 1.77 2,100
37 0.58 3,260,517
7 1.32 248,867
4 7.81 3,283
1 0.80 100
3 0.59 7,166
16 1.18 1,913,670
3 2.80 31,920
4 4.93 4,000
0 0.81 0
12 7.41 160,150
22 1.59 876,109
1 1.35 30,000
18 10.00 55 ,930
287 19.20 1,136,879
11 0.70 78,444
5 3.93 26,269
198 13.60 2,742,795
1,537 18,419,547

1 4.23 5,000
207 79.94 651,103
438 36.10 1,596,039
646 2,252,142

60 22.48 213,762
10 4.20 31.750
6 7.10 26,351
43 9.97 223,435
119 495 ,298

16 4.65 84,340
15 6.32 138,431
9 4.80 54,554
40 277 ,325

1 0.87 100
1 100

4 1.00 214,025
9 4.35 6,862
4 0.70 11,429
149 15.56 385,324
64 10.45 196,306
1 1.09 1,250
93 14.17 555,264
10 0.96 66,000
334 1,436,460

1 2.23 341
4 15.55 5,520
5 5,861

1 1.21 5,000
5 0.70 18,300
6 23,300

21 22.55 117,553
135 49.99 218,557
24 16.61 48,282
48 50.85 39,542
60 141.00 40,191
2 15.00 11,299
290 475,424
8 0.75 120,500
1 1 2.59 36,350
7 4.85 42,500
17 2.99 60,661
2 4.09 30,570
16 8.20 42,927
61 333,508

1 3.40 200
9 0.99 68,900
3 2.80 8,551
17 3.00 130,629
30 208,280

3 1.66 13,950
1 1.40 40,000
3 0.79 296 ,524
2 1.19 50,000
1 3.02 17,637
2 i 1.97 253,181

; 12 I 2.91 3,920,229
I 4 i 0.67 36,529
! 14 ! 0.90 262,302
1 6 i 2.60 28,615
i 48 4 ,918,967

11 ! 0.64 100
1 1 100

1 5 ; 1.38 52,008
; 5 52,008

i 3 1 0.75 6,500
99 i 50.30 694,608
20 2.04 323,450
34 166.03 106,760
47 105.50 38,543
37 157.10 56,241
51 165.00 80,282

1 185 j  89.55 229,994
! 476 1,536,378

1 1 1.90 100
j  1 100

! 32 8.52 196,700
i 32 j  196,700

i 1 2.10 I  4,932
1 I 1 4,*32

VALUEOFSHARES
8 ,600.00

74.400.00
83,000.00

5 ,670.00
1,430,292.00

374,273.80
1,810,335.80

150,708.95
83,631.68

234,340.63

TOP 10 TRADES YESTERDAY

761 
15,346, 

29, 
16 
23, 
70 

433, 
35,069. 

288. 
16,201 

629.
3.

1,905
303

25.

4
2,271

89
19

1,186
1,332

40
559

21,629
53

103
36,873

135,273

480.10
255.47
496.50
770.00
136.00
575.00  
926.78  
314.69  

.473.17 

.879.37 
,333.76  
,717.00  
,580.05 
.800.40  
.640.23

80.00  
,227.94  
,111.64  
,376.00  
,720.00  

0.00 
.,71 1.50 
,826.28  
,500.00  
,300.00  
,719.17  
,995.92  
,237.17  
,253.45  
,437.59

21 .150.00  
51,571,763.33
57.458.713.61  

109,051,626.94

4,772,570.29
135,368.41
183.821.30

2.224.582.26
7.316.342.26

406,461.48
877,358.92
261,859.20

1,545,679.60

87.00
87.00

213 .825 .00
29.917.50

8 .000.30  
6,023,831.81  
2.051,289.62

1,362.50
7 ,868,090.88

63 .360.00
16.259.677.61

760.43
85 .836.00
86 .596.43

6 ,050 .00
13.059.00
19.109.00

2 ,653,952.20  
10,918,047.10  

801,964.02  
2,011,654.86  
5,703,801.66

161.235.00  
22,250,654.84

90 .375 .00
95 .592.00  

207,423.15
176.947.50
125.031.30  
353,472.54

1,048,841.49

680 .00
65,737.08
24 ,820.30

391.722.00  
482,959.38

23.157.00
56.000.00  

234,253.96
59.500.00
53.263.74  

498,766.57
10,868,858.83

24.474.43  
231,861.34

73.182.75
12.123.318.62

64.00
64.00

71 .906.04
71.906.04

SYMBOL VOLUME VALUE TRADES
UBN 1,136,879.00 21,629,719.17 287
G ULFBANK 1,430.304.00 6 2 9 3 3 3 .7 6 8
F1RSTBA NK 1,530,099.00 35,069,314.69 547
NB 1,596,039.00 57,458,713.61 438
G U A R A N T Y 1,789,308.00 16,201,879.37 255
M A N N Y B A N K 1,913,670.00 2 ,271,111.64 16
A F R IB A N K i 2,314,669.00 15346 ,255 .47 47
Z E N IT H B A N K 2 ,7 4 2 .795 .0 ) 36,873,253.45 198
IM B 3,260,517.00 1,905,580.05 ' 37
ROYALEX 3,920,229.00 10,868,858.83 12

T O P 1ft G AINERS
SYMBOL LVSICLOSE YESTERDAY’SaOGE CHANGE
PZ 10.11 10.45 + 0 3 4
U A C-PRO P 8.22 8_52 +0.30
NOLCHEM 105.30 105.50 +020
UBN 19.04 1920 +0.16
G U A R A N T Y 9.03 9.18 +0.15
PFIZER 2.85 2.99 +0.14
NIGERINS 2.88 3.02 +0.14
NB 36.00 36.10 +0.10
DUNLO P 1.85 1.94 +0.09
SK BEEC H A M 8.11 8 2 0 +0.09

T O P 10 L O SE R S
SVMHI 1ASTOGNK YESTERDAY’SO jOSE CHANGE
TO TAL 173.00 165.00 -8.00
NESTLE 142.50 141.00 -1 5 0
7UP 23.49 22.55 -0.94
PRESCO 9.40 8.93 -0.47
UNIPETROL 90.00 8 9 5 5 -0.45
C A P . 6.65 6.32 -0.33
RTBRISCOE 5.32 5.06 -0.26
M A Y & B A K E R 5.10 4.85 4 )2 5
A S H A K A C E M 22.70 22.48 -022
LEVBROS 15.76 15.56 -0.20

4
34,826

659
17,722
4,044
8,980

13,484
20,676

100,399

875.00  
,374.20  
,838.00  
,693.14  
,993.49
495.00  

,508.10  
,168.64  
,945.57

190.00
190.00

1.678.608.18
1.678.608.18

10.357.20
10.357.20  
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FG worried about high cost of LPG -Paki
S pecial Assistant to the president on petroleum matters, 

Alhaji Ja’afaru Paki, says government is concerned about 
the rising cost o f  cooking gas.

“We are as worried as the consumers and in no time we 
will solve the problem,” Paki said in a chat with the News 
Agency o f Nigeria (NAN) yesterday in Abuja.

NAN reports that the cost o f  the source o f energy for the 
urban elite has been on the increase since the last quarter o f 
last year.

A NAN market survey showed that a 12.5kg cylinder of 
cooking gas is selling at between N2,500 and N2800 depending 
on the retail outlet.

The figure is higher than the N 1,700 for which it sold in 
December.

The commodity is available at most usual selling points 
and retailers could not give convincing reasons why the 
incessant increase.

Many attributed the rising cost to shortage o f  supply from 
the NNPC.

Paki said government was seriously looking at the causes 
o f the high cost holistically with a view to proffering solutions 
in the interest o f consumers.

“Ensuring availability o f cooking gas is a serious challenge 
to us and we are leaving no stone unturned to make the 
commodity available and affordable,” he said.

He assured that governm ent has taken a num ber o f  
measures that would ensure availability and affordability of 
the product.

Paki listed some o f the measures to include massive 
importation, encouraging local production and supply from 
the refineries among others.

R egional securities b od y elects A l-F aki as chairm an
T he Director-General o f  the Security and Exchange 

Commission (SEC), Musa Al-Faki, has been elected the 
Chairman o f the International Organisation o f Securities 

Commission (IOSCO), African and Middle East Regional 
Committee (AMERC).

The News Agency o f  Nigeria (NAN) reports that Al-Faki 
emerged chairman through a consensus among members at 
the IOSCO regional body’s general meeting hosted by Nigeria 

i in Lagos at the weekend. «
According to a statem ent, signed by SEC’s Head o f 

Corporate Affairs, Ismaila Ville, with the appointment, Al-Faki 
| w ill oversee the affairs o f  the A frica and M iddeel East 
I jurisdiction of IOSCO for the next one year.

The statement said that in the motion for the election of 
! Al-Faki at the meeting, Mr Jeff Van Rooyen, Executive Officer 
I o f  the Financial Services Board (FSB) o f  South Africa, noted 
; the sterling qualities exhibited by the Chief Executive o f SEC 
i since he assumed office.

Van Rooyen said that Al-Faki’s character when he first 
I attended the body’s meeting hosted by South Africa showed 
i that he was capable o f  leading the regional body toward 
I achieving its goal and objectives.

“I have never seen anybody new on the job who has 
demonstrated such a firm grip o f  the issues associated with 

! the job as Al-Faki has,” Van Rooyen said.
The South African, apex capital market, insurance and 

pension fund regulatory authority, also said that Al-Faki had 
learnt so fast within so short a time o f his coming into contact 

i with IOSCO AMERC and therefore deserved his nomination.
In his contribution, after several affirmations to the motion, 

| the substantive Vice and Acting Chairman o f IOSCO/AMERC, 
i Mr Japhet Katto, C hief Executive Officer o f  the Capital 

Markets Authority (CM A) o f Uganda, who presided over the 
meeting, lauded Al-Faki’s leadership qualities.



We represent an equal opportunity employer, established with responsibility for supporting the reform apm la of 
Government. This agency requires Ihe services of experienced personnel to fill the following two (2) vacant

positions in the organisation-

POSITION 1; ’Head, Central Accounts Unit
AGE' Over 3S years
EDUCATION

* Musi have a Bachelor of Science (li,Sc.) Accounting 

degree and
♦ f t profesdowal accounting qualification from a  

recognised IflSlltuMon/body*

EXPERIENCE:
Candidate most have worked m a medium to large private 
sector company for a of IS years and in a senior

<* fflarayflfnoit portion for at least 5 of those years, Hi? / she
must also be computer literate, fanntar with IT account!^ 
systems, controls and seomiy, It is expected that die 
successful candidate will have experience to improwe the 
quality of the linaiual awoiipî ng and w rtn n j t,J« 
otgamsation and developing both financial and 'management 
in form ation systems' (M IS} to support orgarisaboiiaf and 

'departinental accwniabiltty-

KEY TASKS

1, Provide Monthly MIS Statements
Provide all departments with the erilteaf rtwnggpriem 
performance am! financial Jrionnaftion m a refiaWe and
timely manner. Establish t ie  necessary operational 
derision making mmum and procedures to ensure 
ihe m s m an effective working document and report 
mechanism,

j > Annual Audited Financial statem en t
Coofdiiate the preparation of annual fe u d a l 
statements for audit m a reliable and timely manner*

3 , Financial Standards & Controls
Put kit p t e  suitable procedures, controls and systems 
to ensure that all transactions (historical and fulure) 
sire accounted f& in a manner shat is consistent with 
the founding fegilalimi, legitimate amendments 

thereto, and best practices,

4, Business Plans & Control Budget
To have the specific detailed operational respoitibifty 
fcr Initiating and coordinating the business planning' 
and m M  budget process lor Hie organisation and 
ensuring that die process is a valid reflection and 

quaiiiittcatiun of the plans,

5, Resourcing
To identify in advance and set out in dear im m  ttie 
resources and support required to rm»et the project 
plans for trie organisation. In addition, plan, monitor, 
evaluate and review all aspects of the project activitieŝ

'POSITION 2: Head, information Technology Unit

AGE: ’ AtaW 35 Yeats
EDUCATION:

* B (Sc) in n/Computier Saeme/Englneetjng or any. 
other qualifications m related fceld from a recognised 
university, a  Masters degree would be an advantage,

* Professional certification m  mtwork acfcninistratiQn 
ami security e g , CGNP, COE, CCSP, MSCl etc or any 
related certification would be p i adw itsp*

OPERfENCEr
Candidate must have not t o  than 10 years work m p m w w  
five of which must have been on a managerial post in a 
medfunVtarge otpmsato, tweriftg tte fc to n g  areas;

* At least h years experience in network design and 
implementation

* Exim m m  of I idjp Cle^/Support Management
* Proficiency m U tm , Windows, Lotus

m m k  saeurfty, VPN, business contttaiy and 
support to office staff in PC related help.

» Windows NT, 2000, VOIP, Gsco equipment aod MIS 

packages.
* Skills in 5QI Server, and Lotus «o?es/Domino venaon 

§ or 6.5.
* Collaboration toots ifce Microsoft Prefect

Central/Server and document management systems 
liich as Lotus OoininaOoc tie an advantage. 

* Strong hands-on people m.inagrmen1 experience is 
essential.

KEY TASKS
The ofpitisatioii it footong far an individuat wih a sold 
Infrastructure background wno will be able to build exceKem 
working retaitariships,, be innowrtive, eneiptic# reliatie and 
able to went wci under pressure and multi-tasks under its II 
pfogrant.

His/ner duties w i Irtriutte the strengthening m l expansion 
of' liiy ex&ftg network InfrastrudbirOr and ihe development 
and implementation of software application,,

me candidate w f assist in strengthening the IT unit in its 
cmcsi to deliver relate services to the o f p m a f c  lle/She 
wVI manage 3rd party suppliers, new Software (Hum an 
Resource llan&pm ifi! and Am um iig systems), as well m  
email and v/d? acCMty.

CO M PHISATIO N PACKAGE
1 tie proposed rcimuneratron tor both positions fat1 s within 
the federal CMI Sî vioe sa îiy stnictuie, howevit the 
pacfeiye is significantly enhanced ci recognition of the 
mteiectiidi op^atmg envionmei i, the spedal 
assignment agency is undertaking. The starting pomt far 
eadi successful candidate shall he a funauf i of v^rniKm™* 
e?q>prien«er and current status-,

SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION

All applications indicating the position at top left of 
envelop, should be received by the advertiser 
{address below) not later than two weeks from date 
of this publication. Only shoit-listed candidates will 
be contacted.

The Advertiser,
M >  Sox 12970, Wuse,
Abuja,



T h u r s d a y ,  M a r c h  10, 2 005

To our esteemed Readers and Advertisers

Advertorials, petitions and related materials in 
Weekly & Daily Trust Newspapers

M edia Trust, publishers of Weekly and Daily 
Trust take very seriously, its responsibil 
ity to the public to publish all points of 

view, including those we do not share. We think this 
fis the function 6f an independent, liberal newspaper 
dedicated to the pursuit of the common good. We 
are also conscious of the fact that it is a shortsighted 
business policy for a newspaper to shut out a par­
ticular point of view for its own reason or due to 
pressure from powerful institutions and advertisers.

I But we are also aware that professional agitators 
can use the pages of newspapers to malign goverfi- 

s ments, companies and individuals on spurious 
grounds. •

Caught between our desire to give voice to the 
concerns of the voiceless and to protect public and 
institutions from unfair and demoralising attacks, we 
have been forced to develop a more stringent policy 
for the placement of advertorials, petitions and other 
related materials in the pages of our newspapers.

The new policy is a$ depicted hereunder:

1. The writer(s) of such advertorials must not be 
anonymous but people who can stand by what they 
say, with their full names and addresses.

2. If there is any accusation at any person or 
organisation, such writer(s) must substantiate the 
claims with evidence, which can stand before a Court 
of law. For example, if they claim that a contract 
was inflated, they must show Media Trust, relevant 
documents to back this up.

3. The placement must be fully paid for, before it 
is carried.

4. The author(s) should be prepared to accept cor­
rections or alterations made by us but the corrected 
version would be shown to the author(s), before 
publishing.

5. In the alternative, we are prepared to enter into 
an indemnity agreement with those who place such 
advertorial which will put the onus of proof squarely 
on them.

6. The publishers have the right to reject any piece 
considered to be libelous, containing assertion with­
out supporting facts and figures to prove the authen­
ticity of such claims.

7. Media trust employees that collect such mate­
rials have been instructed to contact the advert man­
ager, who will also consult further with the relevant 
superior officers to analyse the piece before place­
ment is made.

— i
8. If the publishers of Daily Trust! Weekly Trust 

reject any materials regarded as unprintable based 
on the above considerations, they will not enter into 
any correspondence with the author(s).

Finally, we wish to assure our readers that we will 
not shy away from publishing fair and balanced criti­
cisms of any government or individual, which is in 
the nature of free exchange of ideas.

«

This, we will continue to do in our free opinion 
columns and with advertorials where some readers 
feel strongly enough to pay for them. We thank you 
for your support and assure you that we will do our 
best to keep your trust.

\

Signed:
Management.
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: Building on listenership t
S ince N agarta  Radio 

started test transm is 
sion on March 7,2004 

i it has made significant impact 
| on information dissemination 
in its area o f coverage which 

| includes the 19 northern states.
! Listeners have testified that its 
signals are received in Niger 

j Republic, Cameroon and Chad 
| beyond the country’s borders 
j and as far south as Lagos and 
| River States within..

The private radio stat'fon 
I has a digital 60 kilowatt trans­
mitter which is received on 747 
kimohertz on the medium wave 
band. Originally, Nagarta Com­
munication Ltd was granted a 
frequency modulated ( f  M) li­
cense in 2002 to operate from 
Gusau, the Zamfara state capi­
tal, but according to the Direc­
tor General o f the National 
B roadcasting C om m ission 

! (NBC), Dr Silas Yisa, the man- 
j agement was advised to move 
to a more central location in 
Kaduna and have a medium 

: wave licence for a wider cov- 
| erage.

Technical quality and loca- 
; tion is not what Nagarta Radio 
listeners say has endeared it 

; to them. The birth o f the radio 
| station at this point in time has 
brought a gladdening wide 

I choice to a large percentage of 
| radio listeners, especially in 
| Northern Nigeria. Most radio 
stations in the North, espe- 

! daily the Federal Radio Corpo­
ra t io n  o f  N igeria  (FRCN) 
K aduna, are governm ent 

I owned and are likely to pro­
duce programmes not neces­
sarily tailored to the needs and 

i aspirations of their listeners 
but to the needs of the gov­
ernment in control.

Since the liberalisation of

By Sani Babadoko(Kaduna 
" Bureau Chief) 

the broadcast industry in Ni­
geria in the 1980s, and the exit 
o f  governm ent m onopoly, 
northerners have waited and 
hoped that private investors in 
the north will invest in the sec­
tor with speed to crnate a vi­
brant network of private radio 
stations that would be tailored, 
not only to the satisfaction of 
their appetite as northerners 
but also designed to pursue 
the crucial and strategic needs 
o f the people for social, cul­
tural, economic and political 
growth and development. This 
expectation was not based on 
the fact that information is 
w ealth  but because radio 
broadcasting still remains the 
most popular means of impart­
ing mass information to the 
people in both the rural and 
urban areas. However, this ex­
pectation could not be met be­
cause since the 1980s only 
Freedom  Radio and now 
Nagarta have taken up the chal­
lenge in the north. •

This situation points to a 
wide shortcom ing between 
economic and political needs 
of the people and the initiative 
and patriotism o f n o r t h s  in­
vesto rs w ho, out o f  .sneer 
short-sightedness, will rather 
invest in ventures with quick 
returns than in strategic sec­
tors.

Yet Nigerians, especially 
northerners, listen more than 
they read and they maintain 
radios in their homes, market 
stalls, private and commercial 
vehicles, in their pockets and 
even while they tend to their 
cattle in the bush as their in­
separable companion. It is the 
radio that gives them first hand

*
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information about their coun­
try and the world they live in. 
They get to know about goods 
and services from the radio, 
and above all, most o f their 
entertainment in music and 
drama as well as spiritual guid­
ance come through the radio.

The Northerner’s avid in­
terest in the radio is a direct 
consequence of historic devel­
opm ent o f  radio broadcast 
services in Nigeria. The Brit­
ish colonial rulers introduced 
radio service, then known as 
redifussion, into N igeria in 
1932. It became really popular 
during the Second World War. 
The need to mobilise Nigeri­
ans, especially  Hausa lan­
guage speakers, to support the 
British war effort against Hit­

ler’s Germany, made the Brit­
ish to put radio into more ef­
fective use in the colonies. 
They introduced programmes 
in Hausa, which they beamed 
to all Hausa speaking areas of 
West Africa. It was the British 
that popularised the resonat­
ing voice of two distinguished 
Nigerian broadcasters. These 
two, Alhaji Isa Kaita and Alhaji 
Sani Kontagora, warmed the 
British Broadcasting Corpora­
tion (BBC) Hausa service to the 
hearts o f many Hausa listen­
ers from its base in Accra, 
Ghana at that Line.

Those who can remember 
those days can recall how the 
voices of these eminent broad­
casters during the Second 
World War actually popular-

(L), Emir o f  Zazzaru Alhaji Shehu Idris (R), the 18th Sultan o f Sokoto, Alhaji Ibrahim Dasuki at the commissioning o f  Nagarta Radio.

Former military president, General Ibrahim Babangida, right, with chairman o f  the commissioning ceremony o f Nagarta Radio, General Muhammadu 
Wnshishi

received from these stations is 
reliable, authentic and timely. 
In contrast, they regard the in­
formation from the radio sta­
tions within the country as of­
ten jaundiced, misleading, in­
accurate or tailored to suit the 
caprices o f the powers that be. 
In deed, news o f what is hap­
pening in Kaduna is often 
learned through the BBC or 
VOA and not from local sta­
tions. A ccord ing  to m ost 
northern listeners, local sta­
tions report only what the gov­
ernment has done and quite 
often even that may prove to 
be misleading or exaggerated. 
They believe that the foreign 
stations using high profes­
sional expertise, human and 
material resources, which they 
deploy to information gather­
ing and dissemination, ena­
bled them  to dom inate the 
airwaves.

Yet much as the foreign ra­
dio station are able to satisfy 
the peoples’ thirst for credible 
information, some yawing gap 
exists in the limited extent to 
which foreign programmes are 
able to cover crucial areas of 
interest to Nigerian listeners. 
This is the gap Nagarta Radio 
seemed to have committed it­
self to filling.

At this point, it bears re­
peating that the response of 
northern investors to the lib­
eralisation o f the broadcast in­
dustry, nay the media in gen­
eral has been quite disappoint­
ing. So far, only two of the 17 
private radio stations, Nagarta 
and Freedom, are owned by 
northern investors while only 
one te lev is io n  sta tio n s, 
Desmims Independent Televi­
sion (DITV) is located and run

ised the war against Hitler as 
well as idolised the bravery of 
the allied forces. Since then all 
the m ajor ideological, eco­
nomic and political powers of 
W estern Europe, A sia, the 
United States o f America as 
well as Russia made it their 
policy to pursue external radio 
broadcasting services to Af­
rica. Through it, they are able 
to penetrate and influence the 
opinion and attitude o f deci­
sion makers and the general 
public. The radio made them 
gain inroads into the minds of 
the people who in turn began 
to believe or at least share in 
the causes being pursued by 
the foreign powers.

This situation continued 
even more vigorously in the 
cold w ar years between the 
Western and the eastern world. 
Africa became one of the main 
targets o f the struggle for the 
minds o f  the people. Major 
African languages, notably 
Swahili and Somali in East Af­
rica, Arabic in the north and 
Hausa in the West, were care­
fully chosen for broadcasting 
services. These languages are 
still used by the BBC, Voice of 
America (VOA) Radio Deutch 
Welle, Radio Moscow and Ra­
dio Beijing among others.

It is significant to note that 
N ortherners have becom e 
fond of these foreign radio sta­
tions, not because they prefer 
things foreign but they became 
addicted to them because they 
have grown to realise that any 
piece o f information they re­
ceive from these foreign jadio 
stations must have been sub­
jected to the highest standard 
o f  broadcast journalism . In 
other words the information



in the north.
Nagarta Radio was bom in 

this northern situation with the 
aim of quenching the thirst of 
Northerners for a credible ra- 

Hpton of their own. North­
erners-yearned for long for a 
radio station that will spring up 
d irectly form their culture, 
which understands their way 
of life and which responds ac­
tively to their social, economic, 
cultural, religious and political. 
needs and aspirations. Nagarta' 
is said to have been estab­
lished as a response to the fact 
that government alone cannot 
possibly provide the entire in­
frastructure for the dissemina­
tion o f the information needed 
by the people. The diversity of 
the political and economic in­
terests of government, whether 
federal or state, places enor­
m ous co n stra in ts  on the 
broadcast stations they own. 
Inevitably, there is bound to be 
wide differences in the opera­
tional methods and strategies 
between private and govern­
ment owned broadcast institu-. 
tion.

So, lis teners expect 
Nagarta Radio to seek, among 
others, tg develop and provide 
programmes on political is­
sues, as well as agricultural, 
health, arts, science technol­
ogy and culture: Issues of reli­
gious and cultural relation­
ships need to be tailored to 
strengthen the moral and tra­
ditional bonds o f unity among 
Northerners in particular and * 
Nigerians m general.

The listening public today 
is already sophisticated. They 
can distinguish between good 
and bad stations, and between 
credible and unreliable ones. 
The public therefore, expect 
the quality of programme pro­
duction and presentation o f  
Nagarta Radio must seek not 
only to match the existing 
tandards in its operating en- 
ironment but to surpass it. Its 
ewsgathering must be based 
n unalloyed industry while its 
ews reporting must be an­

chored on credibility and in- 
egrity and never sycophancy. 

Its credo in news reporting is: 
ruth no matter how bitter.

They also expect Nagarta 
adio should make it a cardi­

nal objective to win back lost 
adio audiences who have de­
eloped a sophisticated taste 
or foreign radio broadcasts. It 
an do this by giving them 
redible, hom e-grown pro- 
ram m es w hich they have 
one ^through such p ro ­

grammes as: Kowane Allazi 
nd Kasar mu a yau 

According to the chairman 
f  Nagarta’s board of directors,

A cross section o f  guest at the commissioning o f  Nagarta Radio...recently

A lhaji M agaji D am batta, 
Nagarta Radio aims, “to raise 
the standard o f broadcasting 
in Nigeria to a very high level 
o f excellence by utilising the 
knowledge, skills and creativ­
ity of our staff in enriching the 
lives of our listeners and wid­
ening their horizon.

“We will promote to the 
fullest our cultural, moral and 
religious values and will be 
uncompromising in the fight 
against all the evils manifest­
ing in our society; against 
decadence and against indo­
lence. We will try to inspire the 
confidence of our audience by 
identifying with their aspira­
tions and being factual, objec­
tive  and cu rren t* ’ A lhaji 
Dambatta declared in his mis­
sion statement at the official 
commissioning o f the station.

Giving an insight into the 
objectives of the station in an 
interview, the general manager 
of the station and a veteran of 
the Voice of America, Mallam 
Shehu Yusuf Maitama Kura 
said, “Our number one goal is 
that Nagarta Radio station will 
play a very important role in 
ensuring national unity, peace 
and stability. Number two, we 
have to educate our listeners 
on basic health issues like the 
pandemic of HIV/AIDS, tuber­
culosis and about general hy­
giene. How to keep their homes 
clean and tidy. On educational 
institutions and responsibili­
ties, what can parents* do to 
help their kids get go school?

“We are going to do any­
thing to help people under­
stand the social problem o f 
almajirai, because this is a 
social problem. It has nothing 
to do with religion. It has noth­
ing to do with Ethnicity. Al­
though the m ajority o f  our

almajirai are Hausa speaking 
people it has nothing to do 
with religion. So we are goirfg 
to do everything possible to 
enlighten parents about their 
responsibilities to their chil­
dren.”

N agarta  R adio, w hich 
broadcasts mainly in Hausa, 
according to its general man­
ager, Mallam Shehu, will also 
focus on one of the problems 
that has caused a lot o f  vio­
lence among communities in 
the north, that is the indigene/ 
settler dichotomy. “I think the 
;ssue o f settler or non-indi­
genes is being used by politi­
cians who want to score politi­
cal points. But Nagarta Radio 
will do everything to unite the 
people and in fact that is our 
motto, that the north must be 
united because if  the North is

united Nigeria as a whole will 
be united, and if the North has 
a problem Nigerian will con­
tinue to have problems be­
cause it is only in the North 
that we have more than 250 
ethnics groups in Nigeria and 
until and unless these ethic 
groups unite and have a pur­
pose or goal there will never 
be any peace.

“We are like a family in the 
North there is nobody that is a 
settler and nobody who is an 
indigene not only in the North 
but in Nigeria as a whole and 
we have programmes tailored 
and targeted towards sensitis­
ing people to know that no­
body is a settler and nobody 
is trying to get rid o f anybody 
or displace anybody. Every­
body has a responsibility as a 
citizen and also as a member of

the community.”
Mallam Shehu assured that 

Nagarta Radio would be a so­
cial crusader.” Nagarta Radio 
has a strong message of unity 
in diversity because if  God 
w ants Us to be one ethnic 
group or one religion he would 
have created us so. God has 
the power to make everybody 
to be Christians or Muslims, 
Hindus or Budhists. He did not 
do that and God created us into 
various ethnic groups with dif­
ferent religions for you and me 
to understand each other bet­
ter. Whether you like it or not 
there are Muslims and Chris­
tians in Nigeria and the Nige­
rian constitution guarantees 
freedom of worship, freedom of 
thought, freedom o f associa­
tion and freedom o f move­
ment.”

TVIallam Shehu was how­
ever evasive as to the owner­
ship o f the radio station, “I 
want us to judged by what we 
do. I always tell people that the 
most important question to ask 
is what will Nagarta Radio do 
and our motto is, telling the 
truth no matter what.” Some 
sources have pointed to the 
former military president, Gen­
eral Ibrahim Babangida as the 
owner while some pointed to 
the National Security Adviser,( 
General Aliyu Gusau. Both 
were present at the official 
commissioning ceremony of 
Saturday, February 26,2005.

However,' ~ is how Nagarta 
Radio brings the advantages 
inherent in a private station to 
bear in giving its listeners what 
they want t > hear that will mat­
ter most.

Genera! Muhammadu Wushishi, Chairman at the commissioning o f  Nagarta Radio.
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. UBE expends N3.12bn 
(on 9,650 primary schools
T he Universal Basic 

Education has ex 
pended N3.12 billion 

| in executing 9,650 projects in 
l primary schools throughout 
j the country under its commu­

nity initiated self-help project 
! schcmc. ,

A  breakdown shows that 
the UBE executed at least 10 
projects in each o f  the 774 
I local government anas in the 
country, with the various 

j communities where the ben­
efiting primary schools are 

I located contributing N624  
million as counterpart fund­

ing.
According to a statement 

| by the UBE, the community 
initiated self-help project 

i scheme was institutionalised 
: as a process o f  making com- 
| munities contribute meaning
I ful to the improvement o f  
education service delivery 
system.

Each o f  the 9 ,650  ex- 
j ecuted projects, the UBE said 
; is targeted at improving ac­
cess, equity and quality in 

{schooling resulting in in- 
j creased primary school enrol- 
i ment figures, gender balance 
and a mutual sense o f  success 
between the school and the 

i host community. /
The communrty initiated 

| self-help project scheme now 
| in its second phase, the UBE 
I added enhances the capacity 
| o f host communities to imple­
m ent projects according to 
specified criteria, improving

By Henry Ontunu, Senior 
Reporters (Education)

the infrastructure o f  their 
schools by addressing areas 
o f greatest needs, willingness 
to participate in projects with 
minimal support and supervi­
sion froiA government while 
the involvement o f  communi­
ties ensures that projects are 
sustained.

' While only 132 projects 
were executed during the first 
phase o f the scheme, the UBE 
said the benefits o f  the 
scheme include consolidating 
the gains o f  participation with 
self-help community initia­
tive, involving and empower­
ing more communities to help 
realise the objectives o f  the 
UBE and encourage commu­
nity to own schools.

Rep. sponsors workshop for 
maths, English teachers

c
hairman, House o f  
Representatives com 
mittee on media and 

publicity, Rep. Abike Dabiri 
has opened a workshop for 
the training o f  mathematics 
and English Language teach­
ers in Ikorodu local govern­
ment as part o f  her contribu­
tion to education develop­
ment in Lagos state.

Speaking at the opening 
ceremony o f  the workshop in 
Lagos, Rep Abike Dabiri said 
she wasmotivaaed by the poor 
condition o f  schools andpoor 
performance o f  students>in 
mathematics and {English lan­
guage.

She said the phobia for 
mathematics by students has 
resulted in large scale failure 
in the past.

Rep. Dabiri said the math­
ematics teachers needed to be 
trained to be able to teach 
their students properly.

By Bukola Oladiji (Intern) 
Lagos ,

In-her speech, the wife of  
Lagos state governor, Mrs 
Oluremi Tinubu said the 
project will be for the ultimate 
benefit o f  people in Ikorodu 
local government and Lagos 
state.

“I believe very strongly 
that a turn-around o f the cur­
rent situation could be 
achieved i f  more exciting and 
participatory method o f  
teaching English language 
and mathematics and devel­
oped,” she added.

Speaking at the event, the 
national marketing manager 
o f Promacichor Nigeria Lim­
ited a co-sponsor o f  the work­
shop, Mr Chris Elumu, said 
the project is a wonderful one 
that is why cowbell has been 
a part o f  it. He said 
Promacichor supports quali­
tative education in both pri­
mary and tertiary institutions.

I n the Guardian o f  Tuesday, March 1,2005, Presi 
dent Olusegun Obasanjo was reported as express 
ing the determination ofhis administration to ‘end 

the monopoly o f  the Academic Staff Union o f  Uni­
versities (ASUU) by ensuring that each university 
has its own academic staff union’. According to the 
newspaper, the President made this known recently 
in an interactive radio phone-in programme where 
he was quoted as saying that ‘it is unfortunate that 
things have been the way they are regarding FG/ 
ASUU relationship. I have said it times without 
number that there is nowhere in the world where one 
union paralyses the whole tertiary institutions o f  a 
nation’. The President conclusively said that ‘each 
university wi\\ have its own union and if the union of 
the university wants to close down its institution, good 
luck to it’ (http://www.guardiannewsngr.com/news/ 
article03>.

This was not the first time that the government 
made this intention known. Close watchers o f  the_. 
dynamics ofFG-ASUU relations are aware that what' 
the President did was simply re-iterating a long-stand­
ing intention o f  his administration. And when seen 
Within the context o f  government wider plan to de­
nationalize and then decentralize powerful (read ‘ir­
ritating’) national unions in the industrial relations 
system, it becomes clear that the President was not 
merely issuing a threat.

I j About nine months ago, (precisely on Monday, 
28 June, 2004) the BBC News (UK edition) reported 
that ‘Nigeria seeks to curb union power’. And fur­
thermore it reported that President Obasanjo said that 
‘Nigeria’s powerful umbrella trade union body will 
be broken up’ (http://news.bbe.co.Uk/l/hi/world/ 
africa/3846807.stml. Interestingly, it also reported the 
President as saying that ‘we forced the people to be­
long to the union because we were military. We are 
now in a democracy and we want Nigerians to do 
things democratically, but labour does not want to be 
democratic’. Also in August last year, while declar­
ing open ajhree-day Retreat o f  the House o f  Repre­
sentatives in Minna, the President (we are quoting 
the THISDAY Newspaper) ‘restated the resolve o f  
his administration to decentralize Labour as he urged 
members o f  the House o f  representatives to pass all 
pending executive bills, including the Trade Union 
reform Bill, into law’ fhttp://www.thisdavonline.com/ 
news/20040817news08.html).

Labour leaders are not in doubt as to why the 
government wants to clip the wings o f  NLC. In the 
opinion o f  the government, NLC has become too 
‘stubborn’, ‘confrontational’ and perhaps too ‘radi­
cal’ for its liking. In a more political sense, one la­
bour leader (the president o f  the National Union of 
Food Beverage and Tobacco Employees, Comrade 
John Onyenemere) opined that the Labour Bill was 
‘aimed at ensuring that it not only disintegrates the 
Nigeria Labour Congrss (NLC), but to also stifle la­
bour which has emerged as the only credible opposi­
tion in the polity’. What the bill wants he continued 
is  that ‘there should be multiple labour centers and 
by that government’ feels that labour cannot speak 
with one voice again because there would not be only 
One central organization by removing the automatic 
check-up (see http://www.thisdavonline.com/news/ 
20040806news 19.html V This is the background 
against which the proposed de-nationalization and 
eventual decentralization o f  ASUU should be seen. 
However unlike the industrial unions presently un­
der the NLC which can still legally form multiple 
central organizations along industrial lines if  ASUU  
is decentralized, a central body can only exist under­
ground (illegally) since it would not be permitted by 
law. 3

Before we go further, let us re-state that this col­
umn wishes, hopes and prays for a better FG-ASUU 
relations and it will try very hard to encourage that 
through periodically calling both sides to respect a 
culture o f  dialogue and collective bargaining. It is 
along this line that one calls on ASUU again to have

a serious re-think o f  its use o f  strikes as an ef­
fective weapon o f  achieving its objectives. On 
the other hand'ihe government should show !j 
good faith in the use o f  dialogue and due proc-! 
ess in its relations with ASUU. This was why 
this column was sad some weeks ago at the in­
ability o f  the government to appear in court on 
two occasions when its case with ASUU was toj 
be heard. This is not a demonstration o f  good 
faith. But having said all these, it is not proper 
for the government to decentralize ASUU by 
de nationalizing it through legal means?

We do not think it is advisable to d en a­
tionalize ASUU in the interest o f  democracy, j 
The right to freedom o f association and assem­
bly under a democratic dispensation (which the 
President rightiy mentioned earlier in the BBC 
news under reference above) is an important 
one in the history o f  people’s struggle against 
the authoritarian tendencies o f  the states in Eu­
rope and America and during the period o f our 
nationalist struggle in Nigeria. Over the centu­
ries, three types o f  rights have been won. Ac­
cording to T.H. Marshall (1950 & 1992) in his 
Citizenship and Social Class, civil rights (eg  
right to life, own property etc) were won in the 
eighteenth century. Then political rights (eg  
right to vote, right to form associations, right 
to make free speech, join unions etc) were won 
in the nineteenth century, while social rights 
(eg right to security through housing, educa­
tion, health, enjoy acceptable standard o f  eco­
nomic welfare belong to the twentieth century 
(cf. John Kingdom 2000: ‘Citizen or State Cotl- j 
sumer? A Fistful o f  Charters’, in J. A. Chandler 
(ed): The C itizen 's C harter. A ldershot: 
Dartmouth Publishing Company Ltd.). i

Consequently, i f  for any reason the govern­
ment wants to decentralize any national union, 
it should leave such to the rank and file o f the i 
members o f  the unions themselves to decide. It 
should not be imposed on the union through ij 
government legislation. That in itself means! 
stifling the right o f  the unions to form an asso­
ciation. We cannot say that people have right | 
to form a legitimate association and still go { 
about abridging that right through dictating the; 
form it should take. In any case, the need to I 
form either a local (ie branch or plant level) j 
union or a national one, is usually dictated by 
the reality on the ground. If for instance, there 
is a national employer, then there would be need 
to have a corresponding national union to re­
late with national employer and through it ad­
dress issues o f  national significance from the 
employer that affect the local union members.
If on the other hand, there is no national em­
ployer, then the unions would restrict their ac­
tivities locally. I guess this an important princi­
ple o f  industrial relations, which the govern­
ment should not overlook.

We humbly and resp&tfully wish to request 
Mr. President to privately ask one o f  his fine 
and brilliant Policy Advisers in the person o f  
Prof. Julius Ohonvbere how the world would i 
react if  he goes ahead to abridge a political right 
won in the 19* century, in this 21a century. We 
are sure the Julius we know, would have some j 
reservations but we would be surprised i f  he 
thinks differently. The challenge before all o f  • 
us both the government and ASUU, is to find a ; 
better way o f  resolving their long-standing con­
flict in a rqpje constructive way. This is a chal­
lenge this column feces from time to time. And 
there would be no rest in this column until both j j 
■the government and ASUU begin to speak the i : 
language each side would understand even ; 
when there is a problem.

Dr. Obasi writes from  the Department o f  j 
Political and Administrative Studies, Univer- 
sitv ofUotswana. (iahorone, Southern Africa. \ j

mailto:zikobasi@yahoo.com
http://www.guardiannewsngr.com/news/
http://news.bbe.co.Uk/l/hi/world/
http://www.thisdavonline.com/
http://www.thisdavonline.com/news/


Don charges media to give 
more attention to scientists

nrpcirlawf <-1______ «T lhe president o f  the 
Nigerian Academy o f 
Science, Prof. Gabriel 

i O gunm ola, has urged the 
j  press to b rin g  sc ien tif ic  
developm ents by Nigerian 

j scientists to the limelight. 
^ 4. A d d ressin g  a new s 
(FCDiiference today in Lagos, 

jP rof. Ogunmola expressed 
regret that the press lay more 
emphasis on negative things 
than on scientific discoveries.

“You did it for politics and 
! for politicians by elevating 
them and bringing them to 

j  limelight. Why will ypu not 
do sam e fo r sc ien tists*

ion to less important things, 
saym g: “F o o tb a lle rs  are 
rewarded for playing for one 
hour with millions o f  Naira, 
whereas scientists are hardly 
ever mentioned or rewarded 
when they achieve a feat.” 

On agricultural develo­
pment, Ogunmola said it was 
unforgivable for Nigerians to 
be hungry in spite o f  all its 
resources, including lartd that j 
God bestowed the country 1 
with.

He added tha t by not 
addressing the energy needs 
o f  the country, the govern­
m ent had not tackled  the I, ---- - ™  ow w m oib m em  naa not tac

j  discovering and looking for problem o f hunger 
solutions to problems facing He said  the N igerian

j  ^ e  country,” he queried.
O gunm ola, a Chem ist, 

I cited the example o f  Fela and 
j  Olikoye Ransome-Kuti, sayi- 
i ng that while Fela’s death was 
I ce leb ra ted  by the p ress ,
; n o th in g  w as done w hen 

j  Olikoye died, whereas the 
i latter achieved a lot more for 
j Nigeria in terms o f comm- 
| unity health.

He also accused govem- 
| ment o f  paying more attent-

govemment must, as a matter 
o f  urgency, shift its emphasis 
to solar energy, agricultural 
rev o lu tio n  and set up 
standards in agriculture.

“Until we are able to put 
energy into agriculture, we 
will never be able to feed 
o u rse lv es  and so lv e  the 
problem o f  hunger,” Ogunm­
ola said and urged rich Niger­
ians to establish scientific 
demonstration centres.

Sokoto requires N35bn 
for primary education

m e sum o f  N35 billion „ -................... . . , ,
1 . From Ahrlnifatak in som e sr. non IC nortimiln*

- L  f<

Gov. Goje assures 
ATBU of assistance
M 1 Ombe State ffovpmnr  :—— G ombe State governor, 

A lhaji M uham m ad 
Danjum a Goje, has 

assured A bubakar Tafawa 
Balewa University (ATBU), 

j  Bauchi o f his government’s 
! continued support.

The governor, who was 
; speak ing  w hen the v ice- 
l chancellor o f  the university, 

Professor Garba Aliyu Babaji’ 
paid him a courtesy call, said 

i the establishment o f  Gombe 
| State University did not mean 
i the ■state w ould  n eg lec t 
I ATBU in terms o f  assistance.

He p ro m ised  tha t h is 
I government would continue 
j to give necessary support to 
j the university, as “it is in our

From Muhammad^UjubakarJ
Correspondent (Gombe)

ses being offered.
The governor called on 

students not to dabble into 
religious fanaticism  or be 
in flu en ced  by d e trac to rs  
saying they should oppose 
anything that w ould slow 
them down.

In his address, Professor 
Babaji, who commended the 
governor for establishing a 
state university said Nigeria 
has room for more univers­
ities and as such the Gombe 
State University is a welcome 
development.

He p o in ted

te sum o f  N35 billion 
is said to be required 

—- for the proper positi­
oning o f  primary education in 
Sokoto State.

S peak ing  re c e n tly  in 
Sokoto while presenting the 
reports o f  the 23-m em ber 
com m ittee for the reposit­
ioning o f primary education 
in the state, the chairman, 
A lhaji M uham m ad B ello 
Dogon-Daji, said this amount 
will be required in order to 
address all the lingering  
problems plaguing primary 
education in the state.

Alhaji Dogon-Daji, while 
presenting the com m ittee’s 
report to governor Attahiru

From Abdulfatah  
Abdulsalam i, Correspondent \

(Sokoto) n e  pointed out that on the
The committee also disci- whole, newly 4,500 additional 

osed that there is a disturbing c *assrooms were renairpH

in some schools, particularly 
in urban areas.

He pointed out that on the

d isp a ra te ly  in schoo l 
en ro lm en t betw een  local 
governments, with Gudu and 
B in ji hav ing  the low est 
figures while Gada, Kware 
and T am buw al have the 
highest number o f  children 
who are out o f  school.

The committee stressed 
further that the existing pupil/ 
teachers o f 1:43 could be said 
to  be reaso n ab le  w hen 
rev iew ed  from  a w ide 
perspective, adding that thereport to governor Attahiru PersPec£ive, adding that the

Bafarawa that although there Pr°blem is becoming glaring
has been  ap p rec iab le  when considered on the basis

—  r    ou t tha t
I as 11 is in our Bauchi and Gombe States are
j collecti ve interest that ATBU still the key catchments areas 
I succeeds. o f  his university.

Governor Goje said indig- The new ly established
enes o f the state would still G om be S ta te  U n iv e rsity

1T r ^n_   ___* 1 i

increase in enrolment at all 
levels o f  education in the 
state in recent years, but that 
the g ross en ro lm en t o f  
primary school present level 
stood at only 60 per cent 
while two-fifth o f school-age 
children w ere still out o f  
school.

req u is iteo f  those  w ith  
qualification.

Alhaji Dogon-Daji said 
6,973 q u a lif ied  secu la r 
teach ers  are  u rg en tly  
required in addition to 6,300 
others between now and the 
end o f the year, revealing that

| continue to patron ise  the
university and other universi-

j  ties in the country, so as to
nPHAflt n «   !  f

whose governing board was 
inaugurated recently is on the 
process o f  admitting its first

Gov. Mu’azu 
education

there is too much congestion i morale is verY low due to low 
 ------------       I pay and heavy work burden.

7 -j wuumuiiai
classroom s were repaired  
across the state in order to 
ensure a m ore conducive 
teach in g  and  lea rn in g  
atmosphere.

The chairm an  sta ted  
further that there is still an 
urgent need for the provision 
o f  123,000 additional two- 
sea te r desks in o rd er to 
ensure that pupils no longer 
sit on mats or on the bare 
floor, adding that assorted 
books in various sub jec t 
areas and other instructional 
materials were also required 
to make teaching easier.

Alhaji Dogon-Daji said 
his co m m ittee  also
discovered that community 
participation in the running I 
o f  primary schools is rather j
low  in c lu d in g  the |
participation o f  traditional ! 
rulers, adding that teachers’ j 
morale is very low due to low

19 
northern 
states to I 

fund ABU I
—Gov.

From I.avval Ibrahim,
 Correspondent (Katsina)

T lhe governing council 
and m anagem ent 
board o f the Ahmadu 

Bello  U niversity  (A BU ), 
Z aria , is to ad d ress  the 
northern governor’s forum 
on the shortage o f  funds that I 
is currently crippling smooth j 
operations in the institution. | 

Katsina State governor, i 
Alhaji Umar Musa Yar’Adua j 
gave the hint while playing ! 
host to the management of! 
the school led by its Vice-1 
Chancellor, Professor Shehu |

| Usman Abdullahi.
He ad v ised  A BU  j 

i authorities to come up with a I 
| feasible, independent and 

su sta in ab le  source  o f  I 
fund ing  fo r o n w ard j 
co n sid e ra tio n  by the 19 i 
northern governors.

The governor who was 1 
responding to complaints o f I 
lack o f fund said its effect on j 
the academic viability o f  the ! 
institution, said any problem i  

facing ABU is the “problem 
of the entire north because it I 

the  lead ing  lig h t o fis

lauds NTI over teachers’who required upgrading ^  was ^  ^

, „ '/v/wuujf, ou ao IU piUtCJc) Ui dumi
j  b e n e n t  from a variety o f cour- set o f  students.

Katsina ETF seeks private 
elaboration to revive education
p h e  K a ts in a  S tate  [ *......... "T he K a ts in a  S tate  

E d u ca tion  T rust 
Fund (ETF) has appe­

aled to wealthy individuals, 
other stakeholders as well as 
the people o f  the state to help 
salvage the educational sys- 

I tem in the state.
Chairman o f the board, 

Alh. M oh’d Dalhatu, made 
the appeal in a chat w ith 
new sm en sh o rtly  a fte r 
donating N 1 million worth of 
reference library text books to 
the Hassan Usman Katsina 
Polytechnic.

He said the response o f 
people in the state towards 
the d ev e lo p m en t o f  
education has been anything 
but encouraging.

Alhaji Dalhatu said the 
provision o f  adequate and 
qualitative education to the 
society is a collective respo-

From Lawal Ibrahim,
Correspondent, (Katsina) 

risibility o f  everyone in the 
state and promised that the 
state education trust fund will 
donate more books to the 
polytechnic library to enable 
the school meet some o f the 
requirements laid down by 
NBTE for the accreditation of 
some courses offered by the 
school.

In a response, the Rector, 
H assan  U sm an K a ts in a  
Polytechnic, represented by 
the school’s Bursar, Abbas 
Tukur, thanked  the 
management o f  ETF for the I 
remarkable gesture, saying 
attem pts by the school to 
secure the books in the past 
have failed and assured that I 
the school w ould put the 
books to judicious use.

G ov ern o r A hm adu 
M u ’azu o f  Bauchi 
State has lauded the 

National Teachers’ Institute 
1 (N T I), K aduna fo r its 
| contributions to the develo- 
j pment o f  teachers ’ education.

M u ’azu m ade the 
j  commendation on Monday, 

in Bauchi, while declaring 
open a two-day retreat on 
service delivery, organised by 
the NTI for its management 
and senior staff at Zaranda 
Hotel, Bauchi.

The governor said many 
teachers in Bauchi State have 
benefited from the

Distance Learning Prog­
ramme (DLP) of the institute, 
noting that “we are satisfied 
with the perform-ance o f  its 
product.”

He reiterated the Bauchi 
State government’s determin­
ation  to ensure  th a t all 
p rim ary  schoo l teach e rs  
a tta in ed  the p re sc rib ed  
minimum teaching qualifica­
tio n  o f  N CE w ith in  the 
shortest possible time.

He directed all teachers,

NCE level to register in the 
courses offered by the NTI.

He noted that teachers’ 
welfare had been receiving 
prior attention in the state, 
alongside the provision o f  
ad eq u a te  fa c ilitie s  fo r 
teaching and learning.

M u’azu explained that 
the state government’s effor­
ts had started paying-off, 
based on the improvement in 
the performance o f  the state 
students in SSCE 2nd NECO 
examinations.

Earlier, the NTI Director, 
Dr. Ahmed M odibbo, said 
the choice o f Bauchi for the 
retreat by the NTI was not 
only for its hospitality but as 
a mark o f  identification with 
the sta te  for its laudable 
education programmes from 
which the NTI operations in 
the s ta te  had b en efited  
immensely.

Modibbo said the retreat 
was organised in response to 
government’s directive that 
each m in is try /p a ra s ta ta l 
agency should produce its 
Service Charter.

He exp lained  that the

citizens about what they can 
expect from the public service 
and what they can do to seek 
redress when such services 
fa il to d e liv e r  th e ir  
expectations”.

The director urged stake­
holders in education, particu­
larly state governments and 
their agencies to partner with 
the institute in ensuring the 
smooth implementation o f its 
training programmes.

Governor Mu ’azu

educational development in 
the entire region.

“A p art from  th e ir  | 
traditional roles o f supporting I 
the school as governors, they i 
must join hands together to 
sustain the school in order to i 
enab le  it m id -w ife  the 
sp rin g in g  up o f  o th e r j 
institutions and universities ! 
in the country.”

He sa id  m ost o f  th e  j 
universities in the country 

| w ere m ere g lo rif ie d  j 
I secondary  schools, hence I 
| the need to support ABU to I 
; retain its leading role.

Earlier in his address, the |
| V ice -C h an ce llo r o f  the 
j university Professor Shehu I 
j Usman Abdullahi mentioned j 
| some o f the problems facing j  

I the institution and urged the 
i government’s intervention to 

enab le  the . in s ti tu tio n  
| com pete  fav o u rab ly  and  ! 
j  stand sustainably on its feet, i  

He also  thanked  the I 
Katsina State government in I 
its effort in establishing the i 
School o f Basic and Remedial 
S tud ies (S B R S ), F un tua  I 
which he said has gone a long i 
w ay  in im prov ing  the i 
stu d en ts  in take  in to  the I 
u n iv e rs ity  from  the 19 
northern states.

He hoped on the need to 
construct more lecture thea- I 

I tres, language, laboratory | 
and other science libraries to 1 
im prove the q u a lity  o f  
teaching in the school.
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Mathematical Centre designs 
programme to enhance maths study

T he National Mathematical 
Centre in collaboration 
w ith the N igerian  

Television Authority (NTA) is 
to design  a m athem atics 
im provement programme to 
improve the performance o f  
mathematics students.

The director-general o f the 
centre, Professor Samuel Ale,

! d isc losed  this at a one-day  
national seminar on ‘Recent 

! Numerical Methods for Solving 
I D ifferential Equation,’ held 
; recently in Abuja.

The sem inar w hich had 
| m athem aticians and

postgraduates students drawn

Provost warns 
students 

i against vices
| From Waziri Isa Gwantu,

(Stringer), Zaria

T he Samara College of 
Agriculture has admitted 
and matriculated 307 

j students out of the 760 that 
| applied for admission in the 
i institution for the 2004/2005 
i academic session.

Speaking at the matriculation 
\ ceremony, the provost of the 
| college, Dr. D.A. Labe, told the 
; newly admitted students that 
I “some of you might have faced 
; frustrations of rejection by or in 
j other schools, but the college has 
I adopted you to form, inform and 
j reform you academically and 
i morally. It is therefore our hope 
j and wish that you make your 
I stay here worth while so that you 
i will graduate at the end of your 
I course in flying colours of 
j academic and characters.”

The provost advised the 
j students to be focussed in their 
I mission while in the school and 
i should always allow their 
i activities, aspirations and 
i ambitions in life to be guided by 
! the college’s philosophy of 
! “centre to learn, leave to serve,”
| ‘to remain focused, you must 
j shun such vices as cultism,
•j marauding activities, drug 
j addiction, examination 
| malpractices, religious fanaticism 
! and seductive dressing.’

He regretted that the dressing 
j mode of most female students in 
: the college, like in other tertiary 
■ institutions, is getting closer to 
j nudity which dose not make them 
I good ambassadors o f their 
! parents, states, the nation and 
i their institutions.

In his address, the director 
I of the division of agricultural 
j college, Ahmadu Bello 
| University, Dr. Salihu Dadari, 
j said the Samaru College of 
I Agriculture has graduated 
I students the world over in 
I various disciplines of agriculture.

“Most of the middle level 
i manpower requirement in the 
j areas o f agriculture o f 19 
j northern states and others have 
i passed through the college. It is
I thereforejjour hope that you will 

mak^( good use o f the 
| opportunity offered you to be 
; here,” he admonished.

In his speech, the vice 
j chancellor of the university, 
Professor Shehu Usman 
Abdulahi, announced that the 

I federal government has mandated 
; all tertiary institutions in Nigeria,
! to supplement about 25 per cent 
I of their financial requirements for 
I adequate teaching/practical 
| assignments.

“It is because of this reason 
j therefore that we had no option 
| other than to review our school 
| fees so we can get little money, 
i at least for the maintenance of 
| your classrooms, hostels and 
\ environment for conducive 
i learning “he disclosed.

;By Salaudeen Ozigi (Intern)]

from over 13 o f the nation’s 
universities considered  
pre6pects for cooperation and 
collaboration amongst Nigerian 
m athem atical sc ien tists, 
especially between young and 
advanced scientists within and 
outside the country in order 
to develop in itiatives and 
resources o f  international 
standing for re-awakening and 
sustaining interest ^n the 
mathematical sciences.

In his welcome address, 
Prof. A le com m ended the 
commitment and continued 
support o f  the resource 
persons drawn from the 
nations universities for their 
efforts aimed at strengthening 
young academics, lecturers and 
researchers in the mathematical 
sciences, stressing that he 
hopes that such efforts would 
yield the desired results by 
broadening the appreciation of  
mathematics and improve the 
com petence o f  the
participants.

He assured the
participants that given the role 

j the centre and mathematical 
I sc ien tists can play in the 
: nation’s development, and in 

making the people o f Nigeria 
and the West Africa sub-region 

i mathematically literate and 
technological developed, the 

i  centre would continue to work 
I with determination towards 
! ensuring the e ffective  

functioning and development 
I o f  the centre.

The director-general said 
I the Joint H igher D egree  
; Programme (JHDP) which is 
i  the first o f  its kind in the 

country established by the 
centre will commence by the 
second quarter o f  this year in 
collaboration with six other 
universities.

“What the N ational 
Mathematical Centre, was 
established to do must be done. 
The emphasise before was on 
the postgraduate courses, 
workshops and research.

The Education Tax F und  (ETF) assistant director (public relations), Mr. Jacob Alada (I), assistant director fu n d s  generation, Mallam Aliyu Naiya (m) and executive 
secretary ETF, Mallam M ustapha Jaji making a point at the two-day “Leadership and effectiveness workshop” held by the E T F  fo r  its management s ta ff in Abuja...yesterday.

NUC issues guidelines far non-degree courses
O  O  non -d eg ree  program m es

T Ihe National Universities 
Commission (NUC) has 
re leased  fresh

g u id e lin es  to  reg u la te  the 
run n in g  o f  non -degree  
programmes and the award o f 
diplomas and certificates by 
Nigerian universities.

The executive secretary o f 
the N U C, P ro f. P e te r 
Okebukota, who announced the 
release o f the new regulations 
in A buja, said  the need to 
streamline the running o f  such 
courses arose because o f the 
disparity among the various

Three schools win Nestle 
Milo arts competition

N estle N igeria Plc 
has declared three 
schools in Lagos 

state as winners o f the star 
prices o f  its year 2004, 
Nestle Milo School’s Art 
C o m petition  w ith  the 
schools carting home 15 
Internet-ready com puter 
sets and N400,000 each.

Addressing the press in 
L agos, the m arketing  
manager, Nestle Nigeria Plc, 
sponso rs o f  the 
com petition , M rs. Iquo 
U koh, announced  the 
winner as the NITEL Staff 
School, Oshodi, St Louis 
College, Idumu Lagos, and 
St Leo’s Catholic Nursery 
and Primary School Ikeja.

A ccord ing  to  her, 
NITEL Staff School Oshodi, 
won the first prize o f  10 
Internet-ready com puter 
sets, while St Louis College 
Idumu, Lagos, and St Leo’s 
C ath o lic  N ursery  and 
primary school, Ikeja, won 
the second  and th ird  
positions that earned them 
five in te rn e t-read y  
computer sets andN400,000 
respectively.

She said  ‘to rew ard  
these  schoo ls fo r th e ir  
efforts, all participating  
schools will be going home 
with Milo products while

By Samson Ojo,
Correspondent (Lagos)

the schools that come 3rd, 2nd 
and Is1 will be going home with 
library books worth N400,000,
5 se ts  o f  com puters w ith  
Internet access and 10 sets of 
computers with Internet access 
respectively.’

On the aims and objectives 
o f the arts competition which 
started in 2003, she said the 
com petition  has th ree  key 
objectives: by inculcating and 
enhancing the study o f arts in 
children through creative arts, 
to create wealth (by selecting 
master pieces) from supposed 
wasted branded foil materials 
o f  Milo and to contribute to the 
development o f the educational 
sector and sports.

For the 2005 edition, which 
will commence this week till end 
o f  October, 2005, Mrs. Ukoh 
stated that the competition will 
be opened to all the primary 
and secondary schools in the 
country.

The primary school pupils 
are expected  to  use 500 
b randed  N estle  M ilo fo ils 
obtained from either the 450 
grammes or 900 grammes tin, 
w hile  secondary  schools 
participants are to use 1,000 
branded Nestle Milo foils for 
the same purpose.

By Hernry Omunu, Senior j
Reporter (Education)

universities in the country in 
their modalities for admission 
into sub-degree programmes, 
curriculum content, curriculum 
im p lem en ta tion  and
conditions for transition to 
degree programmes.

Henceforth, the NUC said 
all such programmes can only 
be own by any university after 
the approval o f the senate o f 
the in s titu tio n , w hile  the 
minimum entry qualification 
must be five credits obtained 
at tw o s ittin g s  and tha t 
teachers on such programmes 
must posses a minimum o f a 
Masters Degree.

The NU C has also  
directed that students who 
successfully complete non­
degree awarding programmes 
m ust reg is te r w ith JAM B 
before transiting to degree 
programmes, and that final 
exam ina tion  m ust pass 
through an external examiner.

Similarly, the NUC says 
the award o f  diplomas should 
be for duration o f  two years, 
that universities should stop 
co nducting  p rep ara to ry  
courses for SSCE and UME on 
cam pus. It added tha t 
co n su ltan cy  u n its  o f  
universities can from now 
onw ards only  run  sho rt 
proficiency training courses 
lead ing  to  the  aw ard  o f  
certificates and have been 
barred from  running sub­
degree programmes.

The NUC arrived at the 
new guidelines after meeting 
with officials o f universities 
offering non-degree awarding 
cou rses in A buja, last 
Thursday.

Prof. O kebukola in his 
address at the occasion, said 
while 95 per cent o f Nigerian 
universities run non-degree 
courses with enrolment for 
such courses constituting a 
q u a rte r o f  the studen t

p o p u la tio n , the m ode o f  
im p lem en ta tion  o f  such 
programmes however lead to 
the admission o f  students of 
doub tfu l quality  in to  the 
university system.

This development, he said 
is partly responsible for the 
declining quality o f  Nigerian 
graduates, adding that the 
‘NUC in line with its statutory 
mandate o f setting minimum 
stan d ard s and ensuring  
qu a lity  o f  un iv ers ity  
ed uca tion  in N ig eria  is 
ob lig ed  to  rise  up to  its 
responsibility in that regard.’

A lso  speak ing  at the 
meeting, Prof. Ignatius Uvah, 
the NUC d irec to r for 
academ ic p lann ing  and 
research, said in the 1990s, 
m ost u n iv e rs itie s  w ere 
persuaded to give up their

degree  program m es 
because compliance with this | 
directive made it possible for j 
a university to be eligible for 
the 1992 W orld B an k ; 
University Sector Adjustm ent! 
Credit Project.

‘Today, a lm ost all ! 
universities offer non-degree i 
programmes both in science- i 
based  and  a rts -b ased  j 

disciplines.
‘It is ag a in st th is  I 

backdrop that the NUC, the 
regulatory body, for orderly 
developm ent o f  university 
education in N igeria, and i 
concerned  abou t the j  

uncoordinated proliferation 
o f  these  n o n -d e g re e | 
programmes, decided that an j 

instrument be put in place for j 
regulation o f their operation j  

in Nigerian universities,’ he j 

said.

Gov Shekarau wants 
demonstrating 

students suspended
T Ihe Kano state ministry 

o f education has been 
d irected  to suspend 

students who participated in 
a demonstration in the state 
capital. Governor Ibrahim 
Shekarau gave the directive, 
w arn ing  th a t his 
ad m in is tra tio n  w ill not 
to le ra te  any form  o f 
indiscipline from students.

Governor Shekarau was 
speaking after receiving a 
report o f the demonstration 
staged by the students o f 
Gwale secondary school over 
the closure o f the school gate 
by the principal after tb» 
opening time o f 8.00am.

According to him, the act 
is a sign o f irresponsibility 
despite the effort to uplift 
education in the state.

‘A t the w ake o f 
government’s determination

By Alivu S Machika,
Correspondent Kano

to  res to re  the g iory  o f 
education in the state, any ! 
student who misbehavcsnvill j 

be dealt with accordingly,’he | 
said.

The g o verno r fu rth e r j 
urged all principals in the ; 
state to make it a policy that | 
any student who comes to 
school after 8.00am should be I 
sent back, calling on them to i 
ensure strict adherence to the i 
principles o f  discipline and 
teaching.

H e then ad v ised  the j 

principals to live by example j 

by being punctual to their | 
duty posts for the students | 
to emulate them, adding that i 
teachers are( the best category ; 
to  help  in hum an I 
d evelopm en t th rough  [ 
teaching and guidance.
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This is one o f  the numerous food joints in Abuja.
Pix: Felix Onigbinde

•  e v i c t s  r o a d  s i d e  t r a d e r s
~  premises o f  the shopping mallC om m ercial and ve 

h icu la r ac tiv itie s  
came to a halt yester- 

| day when the Department of 
Development Control o f the 

| Federal Capital Development 
; A u tho rity  (FC D A ) again 
closed the Herbert Macaulay 
Way, the major commercial 
transport route in Abuja.

Also another major thor­
oughfare to the old Wuse 

| Market was closed to traffic 
j as bulldozers were seen de­
molishing goods o f makeshift 

j traders, some of whom relo- 
•cated to the pedestrian lanes 
a long  H erb e rt.M acau lay  
Way, W use Z one 5 
penultimate week after their 
ev acua tion  from  the old 
Wuse and Bakassi markets.

O ur correspondent re ­
ported that goods worth mil­
lions were destroyed in an 
operation that lasted several 
hours amidst tight security.

Eyew itnesses told our 
correspondent who went to 
the scene few hours after the 
operation started that there 
was no previous warning as 
to the dem olition exercise 
while several motorists and 
passengers complained of the 
frequency o f the closure of 
the city’s main commercial 
transport route.

Distressed by the sudden 
interruption in their activities, 
bus d rivers converted  
M om bassa S tree t, W use 
Zone 5 to a bus stop while 
many traders besieged the

along the street to save their 
wares from destruction.

Officials o f FCDA were 
seen clearing the debris o f the 
demolition when our corre­
spondent arrived the scene 
while the main road remain

deserted as police and mem­
bers o f  the Civil D efence 
Corps were seen at strategic 
points.

Efforts by our reporter to 
speak with some FCDA offi­
cials failed as the declined 
comment.

FCT CJ swears-in 19 new magistrates
r - T V  rr^-r ' ' •'

MTUN collections for 
union’s welfare -chairman
T

he chairman, Motor 
cycle  T ransport 
U nion o f  N ig e ria  

(MTUN), FCT chapter, Com­
rade Obi Nwaogwugwu, has 

| said that money generated 
; from the sale o f the union’s 
daily ticket is used for the 
welfare o f the union .

Comrade Nwaogwugwu 
| told our correspondent that 
j the money, N 10 daily, is col­
lected to help members o f the 
union who might need any 

I form o f assistance from the 
i union.

He also  said  tha t the 
money so collected is also 
used to organise lectures, 
seminars and rallies.

Comrade Nwaogwugwu 
frowned at a situation where 
members are made to make 
m ultiple paym ents for the 
ticket saying that members 
shou ld  in sis t on pay ing  
once.

He called on m otorcy­
clists to report anybody or

By Benjamin Auta, Crime \ 
Reporter 

the ticket more than once a 
day.

Recently, some motorcy­
clists complained about mul­
tiple payments for the tickets 
forced on them by some offi­
cials o f  MTUN, which re­
sulted quarrels and fighting.

he FCT chief Judge 
Justice Lawal Hassan 
Gummi, has sworn in 

nineteen new magistrates into 
the FCT judiciary.

In his speech during the 
ceremony, Justice Gummi, 
who urged the new magis­
trates to approach their work 
with honesty and decency, 
said fifteen out o f the nine­
teen magistrates sworn in will 
be engaged in mobile court 
operations within Abuja, En­
vironmental Protection Board 
(AEPB) as well as the Abuja 
municipal and Gwagwalada 
area councils.

He urged them to handle 
the assignment as a special 
one and to be civil in their ap­
proach and not act as a it is a 
military tribunal.

According to him, “we 
will recognise and reward 
hard work and similarly we 
shall punish laziness, corrup-

TV station for Abuja, 
soon —el-Rufai

T he minfster o f the Fed By Ebenezer John Buoro. i a cuui i was uueiiueu
eral Capital Territory (Intern) I t0 create a more conducive

(FCT), Mallam Nasir corded by Aso Radio He 1 le? T ? f  environment for ™-
a . ralchildren,added that the company, Aso

By Abdulwahab Deji 
Ajikobi, Stringer (Abuja)

tion and indiscipline.”
The FCT Chief Judge also 

asked the new magistrates to 
ignore the police and other 
governm ent agencies that 
want to push them to negate 
theii^constitutional duties.

Abaji LG 
awards N13m 
contract for 

primary schools
T he chairman, Abaji area 

co u n cil, A lhaji 
M oham m ad A ugulu 

Loko, has awarded a contract 
o f N 13 million for the con­
struction o f  two blocks o f  
classrooms each for primary 
schools in four communities 
in the area council.

This was made known by 
the head o f works department 
o f the council, Alhaji Jibrin 
Gani, recently in the area 
council.

Alhaji Gani said that the 
council’s effort was intended I

(FCT), Mallam Nasir 
Ahmad el-Rufai, has said 
plans are on the pipeline to 
introduce a television station 
know n as Aso Radio and 
Television Services in the ter­
ritory.

The minister made this 
revelation while chatting with 
newsmen in his conference 
room yesterday. .

A ccording to him, the 
proposed television station is

Radio and Television Plc will 
be provide basically commer­
cial service when it becomes 
fully operational.

The interim board o f the 
television station is be com­
posed  o f  M oham m ed 
Alhassan, Ikenna Ndaguba,

He said the communities 
to benefit from the new con­
struction o f primary schools 
include Pandagi, G bako, 
G bogbodo, K ekeshi and 
Mawogi.

Alhaji Gani observed that 
most rural communities in the 
area lack adequate c lass­
rooms and had to study un-

MFCT doctors have
V

no cause to fear’
esident doctors in the 
C T  mi '

R '
FCT ministry have no 
causa to fear about 

the recent dissolution o f the 
FCT ministry, a spokesman 
o f the doctors has said.

The FCT ministry’s dis- 
| so lu tio n  announced  last 

week had plunged several 
em ployees into panic de­
spite repeated assurances 
about their jobs’ security.

Dr. Abdullahi Kudani, a 
spokesman of the FCT resi­
dent doctors told the News 
Agency o f  Nigeria (NAN) on 
Tuesday in Abuja, that the 
de-merger of the FCT minis­
try from the Federal Capital 
D evelopm ent A u tho rity  
(FCDA) would not affect the 
jobs o f his colleagues.

He said that the health 
department was one o f  the 
four newly created mandate 
secretariats under the FCDA, 
with each headed by an ex­
ecutive secretary.

“Other secretariats cre­
ated with that o f  health, in­
cluded those o f Agriculture, 
Education and Transport. 
They are like the ministries 
in the states and their heads 
are like the commissioners, 
so what is the problem?” he 
said.

He regretted that the re­
cent statement credited to 
one o f the NARD national 
officials was unfortunate. 
“That official ought to have 
clarified the status o f  our 
colleagues. He did not study 
the contents o f the instru­
m ent dissolving the FCT 
ministry, which is very clear 
about the status o f staff.

“The instrument clearly 
stated that the minister could 
retain the services o f  any 
staff o f the former FCT min­
istry in the interest o f  the 
public,” he said.

He confirmed that last 
month, prior to the dissolu­
tion, a form was circulated to 
all MFCT and Federal Capi­
tal Development Authority

(FCDA) staff, to indicate 
which they would prefer as 
their employer.

Kudani denied that all 
NARD members indicated 
preference for the MFCT, not 
knowing that the days of the 
ministry were numbered.

“They cannot deny the 
knowledge that the creation 
o f mandate secretariats more 
than six months before was 
to signal the dissolution o f 
the FCT ministry.

“People resort to all sorts 
o f things to discredit the on­
going reform programme in- 
the FCT by saying that they 
were blackmailed, because 
nobody told them what the 
form was meant for and the 
implications o f choosing ei­
ther o f the two employers,” 
he said.

Also speaking on the is­
sue, the FCDA acting direc­
tor o f Health and Human Ser­
vices, Dr. Abubakar Koro- 
Mohammed, said that there 
was no cause for alarm be­
cause his mandate secretariat 
is under the FCDA.

“If  our m andate secre­
tariat is under FCDA and any 
o f the doctors working in our 
hospitals wants to work else­
where, no one is bound to 
stop him. In any case, the ten­
sion had been depleted by a 
circular issued today (Tues­
day) indicating that our staff 
have the whole o f this week—  
to indicate where they want 
to belong,” he said.

On the allegation  that 
NARD members who opted 
for transfer out o f  FCDA 
would be denied their 22 per 
cent call duty medical allow­
ances, Koro-Mohammed said 
that each would be paid irre­
spective o f where he is serv-

’ng '«“Once the federal govern­
ment agrees to something on 
the NARD members, it be­
comes applicable to all its 
members working in any gov­
ernment outfit,” he said.

SALE LOCATED AT KARIVfO;

LOCATION:
A well planned estate consisting o f !  2 units 
o f  3 bedroom flats, 12 unit o f  4 bedroom 
sem i-detached  houses and 6 units o f  4 
bedroom terraced houses at various stages o f 
completion within the low density region o f 
K arm o R es id e n tia l L ayou t. It has an 
accessible road network and close to I ife 
Ca

T ijani A bdu lah i, B o l a ^ Z ^ L T 1 T  ST y AnQ(TArinim j .1 ' , aer trees, tr condition hesaid-
Onagoruwa and the general undermines the pupils’ con-
managerofAso Radio, Bashir ; centration and comprehen-

Asking Price:
Negotiable, but very attractive

A*

Ownership Title:
Good, covered by authentic Certificate o f 
Occupancy issued by the Ministry o f  the 
federal Capital Territory

Contact 09-3140151-2
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Women tasked on campaigns 
against HIV/AIDS, others

N igerian women have 
been told to rise to the 
challenges posed by 

HIV/AIDS, malaria, polio, 
and the sale and consum ­
ption o f fake and adulterated 
drugs in the country. Making 
this appeal recently in Abuja 
at the opening o f a national 
health summit for wives o f 

! local government chairmen, 
the national president o f the 
Association o f Local Gover­
nments in Nigeria (ALGON), 
Hon Baver Dzeremo, said the 
time had come to rise in uni­
son in the defence o f people 

; threatened by diseases and 
j socio-economic problems, v  

According to Hon Dzer- 
J-emo, ALGON, in collabor­

ation with the Office o f  the 
First Lady o f the Federation, 
pu t to g e th e r the hea lth  
summit as its contribution to 
the improvement o f  health 

| status o f  the country. The 
theme o f the summit was,

I ‘The health o f  the nation:

Bauchi govt 
provides succour 

to railway women
F oodstuff worth over N 1 

million was donated by 
the Bauchi state gover­

nment to the wives of railway 
| workers and pensioners who 
I for the past tw enty seven 
months had not been paid 
salaries, pensions, and their 
lather entitlements. The don­
ated food items included 100 

.-bags o f rice and 100 bags of 
maize.

Donating the items to the 
women, the Bauchi state head 
o f service, Umar Bello Gam- 
awa, said that it was part o f 
the state government’s ges­
ture to alleviate the sufferings 

| o f  the railw ay staff in the 
j state. He explained that the 
government would equally 
pursue  the issue o f  th e ir 
husbands’ unpaid salaries 
and p en sio n s  w ith  the 
Federal M inistry o f  Tran- 

! sport. He assured them that 
the state would not relent in 
its efforts to ensure that the 

| salaries, pensions, and other 
| en titlem en ts  due to  the 
workers were paid when due.

Receiving the items, the 
leader of railway women, Mrs. 
R hoda A li, expressed her 
ap p rec ia tio n  o f  the sta te  
g o v e rn m e n t’s g estu re  to 

| alleviate the plight o f  rail- 
i w-.ys workers. She appealed 
; to fhe sta te  governm ent, 
requesting the Federal Mini­
stry o f Transport to pay their 
n isb a n d s ’ sa la rie s  and 

| tensions.
Mrs. Ali explained that 

the ir unpaid  salaries had 
caused  h ard sh ip  to th e ir  

I fam ilies as som e o f  their 
I children were expelled from 
! school for their inability to 
pay their fees while others . 
had fa llen  ill due to  the 
hardship they experienced.

• It would be recalled that 
j Daily Trust had reported the i 
p ro test m arch o f  railw ay  
workers’ wives in Bauchi to 

1 G overnm ent H ouse. The 
women, who numbered over 
1000, strapped their starving 

| children on their backs. They 
defied the scorching sun to 

| march the distance o f seven j 
k ilom etres to lodge the ir 
complaint.

By Sunday Ejikc Benjamin,
Health reporter

Roles o f wives o f local gov­
ernment chairmen in the fight 
against HIV/AIDS, malaria, 
p o lio , and o ther vaccine 
preventable d iseases .’ He 
expressed optimism that the 
sum m it w ould  en lig h ten  
delegates, as well as the gene­
rality o f  Nigerians, on the 
need to find common^gro- 
unds in the effort to combat 
the p revalence  o f  deadly  
diseases in the country.

Hon. Dzeremo said that 
the summit would serve as a 
platform for mobilising, ener­
gising, and training o f wo­
men in various communities 
to rise up against the diseases 
ravaging the country.

The A LG O N  national 
president also called on the 
media to join relevant agen­
cies and organisations in the 
fight to save Nigerian women 
and children from vaccine 
p reven tab le  d iseases. He 
expressed the association’s 
readiness to enter into partn­
ership with appropriate auth­
orities to save lives in the 
country.

Also addressing the ope­
ning ceremony of the summit 
was the wife o f  A LGON’s 
n a tio n a l p re s id en t, M rs 
Justice Dzeremo, who poin­
ted  out tha t the n a tio n ’s 
e ffo rts  cou ld  on ly  y ie ld  
meaningful results if  women 
at the  g rassro o ts  w ere 
mobilised in the same direc­
tion. She challenged stakeh­
olders in the health sector to 
do everything possible to 
prevent a monumental catas­
trophe and the collapse of the 
nations’ healthcare system.

Member House Committee on Education, Hon Dahiru Bomonta (left) and UBE commission executive secretary, Professor 
Gidado TaJtir, duringtitepublicltearingonaBiRforan actto establish the Nigeria UNESCO commission, held attheNational 
Assaitbfycomp!ex,Abuia-recentiy. Pix: Felix Onigbinde.

Obasanjo urges NASS to expedite 
action on environmental bill

re s id en t O lusegun  
Obas-anjo yesterday 
said that Nigeria needs 

to carry out a critical self- 
evaluation on domestication 
o f  g loba l en v iro n m en ta l 
agreements to maintain her 
leadership position on global 
environmental agreements. 
He also appealed to the Nati­
onal Assembly to collaborate 
with the executive in expe­
diting action on environment 
preservation bills to ensure 
good environmental manag­
ement in the country. The 
president, represented by the 
secretary to the federal gov­
ernment, Mr Uffort Ekaette,

By Zainab Alimi, Political Reporter

North must develop itself, Gov. Mu’azu
e governor o f  BauchiT hi

state, Alhaji Ahmadu 
Adamu M u’azu, has 

sa id  tha t the fu tu re  and 
industrialisation o f the north 
rested squarely on the people 
o f the region, as no other per­
son from any region would 
develop it. He disclosed this 
at a meeting with the board 
o f directors o f the Bank of 
In d u stry  at G overnm ent 
H ouse, Bauchi and noted 
with sadness the poor level 
o f  industrialisation  in the 
north. He blamed nor-them 
leaders for not showing inte­
rest in d ev e lo p in g  th e ir  
region.

Governor M u’azu expla­
ined that the allegation that 
the bank was very discrim­
inatory in giving out loans to 
small-scale industrialists was 
no t tru e , say ing  tha t no

From Tashikalmah Hallah.
Correspondent (Bauchi)

sadness however that some 
o f the industries established 
by the previous adm inist­
ration in the state were no 
longer operating while others 
were ‘killed’ since he assumed 
office. Appealing to the bank 
to educate the people on the 
processes involved in obtai­
ning loans, he noted that it 
would ‘require perseverance 
to persuade the people to 
change their attitude towards 
industrialising their area.’ 

Earlier, the chairman of the 
bank, Alhaji Zakari Ibrahim, 
had explained that the miss­
ion o f  the bank  w as to 
transform Nigeria’s industrial 
sector and integrate it into the 
global economy by providing 
financial and business sup-

preferential treatm ent was port services, 
given to any zone or region.
‘All that was required is for 
any p e rs6ri to fu lf ill the 
necessary conditions nee­
ded for obtaining loan.’

Governor M u’azu discl­
osed that his governm ent 
was planning to establish 
functional cottage industries 
ac ross the tw en ty  local 
government areas o f Bauchi, 
for which project the sum of 
N 1 billion has been set aside.
He added that p rovisions 
were made in the 2005 budget 
to accommodate the project.

The governor noted with

made the call while declaring 
open the second  annual 
In te rn a tio n a l Sum m it on 
Environmental Management 
in N igeria at Le Meridien  
Hotel in Abuja.

C hief Ekaette disclosed 
that N igeria has signed a 
num ber o f  conventions to 
protect the marine enviro­
nment and prevent the dum­
ping of hazardous and toxic 
materials, as well as to ensure 
that maximum advantage of 
the natural endowm ent o f 
N ig e ria ’s b io logical reso ­
urces was taken. ‘For the 
ozone layer protection, Nig­
eria maintain its 1996 cons­
umption level o f ozone-depl­
eting substances by the end 
o f this year, some o f which 
will be completely eliminated 
by 2010 as required under the 
Montreal Protocol on Ozone- 
depleting Subst-ances,’ he 
stated, adding that more than 
200 ozone-depleting-subst- 
ance-based industries will be 
retrofitted in this regard.

He d isc lo sed  th a t the 
government has spent over 
N 10 billion over the last three 
years to tackle erosion prob­
lems in almost all parts o f the 
country, with special atten­
tion focused on the Lagos 
Bar Beach erosion issue.

He lis ted  the e s ta b li­
shment o f a National Council 
on Shelter Belt, Aforestation, 
Erosion, and Coastal Zone 
Management under the chai­
rmanship o f Vice President 
Atiku Abubakar, the commi­
ssioning of feasibility studies

for the provision o f integ­
rated  w aste m anagem ent 
facilities in 15 cities o f  the 
country, and the approval o f 
the national environmental 
sanitation policy and progr­
ammes by the Federal Exec­
utive Council as some o f the 
measures taken by the federal 
government to address vari­
ous aspects o f the environ­
m ental p rob lem s o f  the 
country to ensure improved 
quality o f life.

Argungu 
festival gets 

N180m boost
By Godwin Tyonongo,

Stringer (Abuja)

Ihe annual A rgungu 
Fishing and Cultural 
Festival has received 

fin an c ia l boost from  the 
corporate world, with C osh-j 
aris and Globe Motors jointly I 
dolling out N 180 million from 
their coffers for the fiesta. 
M altina, another corporate j 
firm, has donated the sum of 
N20 million in cash and N65 
million worth of items, as well 
as a supply o f its brand of 
drinks throughout the dura­
tion o f the festival.

The K ebbi s ta te  g o v ­
ernor, Alhaji Adamu Aliero, i 
who disclosed this in Abuja, 
said that financial institutions 
have indicated in terest in 
sponsoring the festival.

He disclosed that one of 
the te leco m m u n ica tio n  
outfits in the country, MTN, 
has prom -ised to fund the 
hosting of the 2006 edition of 
the fe s tiv a l, w h ich  w ill 
henceforth be staged in the 
third week o f March. Aliero 
said further that a contract 
has been awarded to expand 
the river for the fishing com- j 
petition, and that constru­
ction work would commence 
after this year’s festival.

He announced that the | 
person to net the biggest fish 
would drive home a brand 
new bus, w hile  the nex t | 
person would win N 1 million.

Atiku condoles Benue over 
death of first republic politician
T

J L  c

ie Vice President, Atiku 
Abubakar, has sent a 
condolence m essage 

on the death o f first republic 
politician and member o f  the 
then  F ed era l H ouse o f 
Representatives, Chief Peter 
Tarkende, to the immediate 
family of the deceased as well 
as to the g o v ern o r and 
people o f  Benue state, Dr 
G eorge A kum e. The vice 
p re s id e n t’s m essage was 
d e liv e red  by his spec ia l 
assistant for special duties, 
Hon Shima Ayati, who led a 
40-m an delegation  to the 
M akurdi residence o f  the 
deceased. He lamented that 
the Tiv politician died early.

Ayati said that while the 
counterparts o f  Chief Tark­
ende lived on in other parts 
o f  the country, particularly 
the south-west, first republic 
politicians in Tivland have all 
passed  on. The deceased  
was the last o f  the seven

From Hir Joseph,
Correspondent (Makurdi)

members that represented the 
defunct United Middle Belt 
C ongress (U M BC) at the 
Federal House o f  Represe­
ntatives in 1959.

‘On behalf of the Vice Pre­
sident, Alhaji Atiku Abub­
akar, I condole the immediate 
family, the Ter (second class 
chief) o f Guma, Chief Ivokor 
Nongo, the Tor Tiv, HRH Dr 
.Alfred Torkula, the Benue 
state governor, Dr George 
Akume, and the entire people 
o f Benue state on the death 
o f an illustrious son,’ said 
Hon Ayati. He nam ed the 
other six members o f UMBC 
at the-1959 Federal House of 
Representatives as the late J. 
S. Tar, C. T. Gaza, E. T. Orodi, 
Vincent Shisha Dzungwenen, 
Iyorkyaa Ako, and Kundu 
Swem.

Jigawa blames police for communal clash
The J igaw a sta te  

governm en t has 
blamed the police for 
alleged com plicity  in last 

weekend’s communal viol­
ence along the state’s boun­
dary with Bauchi in which 
eigh t persons d ied. The 
Jigawa state deputy gove­
rnor, Ibrahim Hassan, appor­
tioned the blame when he 
visited Maruta, the scene'of 
the violent clash. ‘The police 
aided the Gurumi community 
in the Shira council area of

From Hassan A. Karofi,
Correspondent (Dutse)

Bauchi to ravage M aruta 
village in Jigawa,’ he alleged.

A ccord ing  to H assan, 
‘reports from the area indicate 
th a t serious co m p lic ity  
fuelled the crisis, as a result 
o f which more than 200 hou­
ses were razed and 48 people 
wounded. It is indeed dishea­
rtening that those saddled 
with the responsib ility  o f 
maintaining law and order

can perpetra te  such a tro ­
cities.’

Hassan stressed that the 
Jigawa governm ent would 
present its case before the 
federal government to find a 
solution. In his words, ‘the 
situation has gone beyond 
the pow ers o f  the sta te  
government. We will there­
fore seek the federal gover­
nm ent’s in tervention  as a 
w ay o f  en su rin g  la s tin g  
peace in the area.’

H assan v isited  28 the

victims on admission at the 
Gw aram  hospital and the 
Bimin Kudu medical centre. 
He was shown about 100 
e^h isters o f  tear gas and 
bullet shells believed to hav£ 
been used by the police.

A bitter dispute has raged 
betw een  the tw o com m ­
unities in the past two years 
over the relocation o f a 250- 
year-old market from Maruta 
to Gurumi village. Violence 
erupted again last Sunday.
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E ko
Day: Tinubupreaches

gender equality
-  -  -  ■he issue o f  gender 

eq u ality  and 
cam paign against 

all forms o f  discrimination 
against wom en and girl 
child on Tuesday attracted 
attention as women across 
L agos jo in ed  . their  
counterparts all over the' 
world to mark the 2005  
International W om en’s 
Day.

With the them e;‘Thirty
years o f  United Nations 
efforts to promote gender 
e q u a lity ’, the L agos 
governor, B ola Tinubu, 
who led the state executive 
to celebrate with women in 
the state at Ikeja police  
c o lle g e , said in ju stice  
against w om en was 
injustice against all.

Tinubu ca lled  on 
government at all levels to 
g iv e  w om en , the | 
opportunity to play their 
unique roles. This, he said, ! 
w as necessary  for the ! 
stability o f  democracy.

According to him, this 
y e a r ’s w om en ’s day 
presents the nation with j  

the opportunity to reflect i 
on all issues bordering on 
the complaints by women 
like lack o f ^ e q u a l  
opportunity.

The governor slated  
further that Lagos State | 
was in fu ll support o f  
women agitation for equal 
opportunity adding that ! 
th is inform ed the ! 
appointment o f  more female 
ju d g es and perm anent 
secretaries in the state civil I 
service.

Justifying the creation ; 
o f  a separate ministry for i 

women affairs and poverty 
alleviation as part o f  efforts 
to integrate women into the

p o lity , Tinubu said  
government would continue I 
to do more by raising the j 
standard o f  living o f  fcomen j 
and children.

Speaking at the occasion, 
the w ife  o f  the governor,
Chief Remi Tinubu, called on 
w om en to -tgded icate  
themselves to upholding a l! ! 
the core Values and virtues i 
o f  w om anhood both as j 

w iv es and m others. S h e ! 
thanked the state I 
com m issioner for Women i 
A ffairs and Poverty j

Alleviation fWAPA), IVfrs.
Joke A d efu lire  and the 
ministry for organising the i 
even t to celeb rate] ^  caption. Mr<Funke Fatiugba 
womanhood. !   • -  - ........

LASG donates 50 cars to magistrates
he L agos State | ByOlumideBajulaiye,  ■ . /he L agos State  
governm ent on 
Tuesday donated 50 

cars to the state’s judiciary 
for the o ff ic ia l u se o f  
magistrates. The gesture 
followed a similar donation 
o f  40 vehicles to the Lagos 
State Board o f  Internal 
Revenue (BIR) to boost the 
perform ance o f  revenue  
officers at the state’s 36 tax ' 
offices.

The v e h ic le s , all 
manufactured by Korean 
auto firm, Kia, are estimated 
at over N75 million.

P resenting the cars, 
Governor Bola Tinubu said 
his administration’s reforms 
o f  the ju d ic iary  w ere  
informed by the need to re­
en g in eer  the v ita l 
institutions o f  democracy 
adversely affected by the 
military.

According to him, over 
N600 million has been set 
aside to rehabilitate the

By Olumide Bajulaiye,
correspondent (Lagps)

magistrate courts in this 
y e a r ’s budget and a 
committee has been set up 
to visit the courts to assess 
th ose to be handled  
immediately.

The governor said  
further that the 
improvement in the weifare 
o f  ju d ic ia l o fficer s , 
rehabilitation o f  existing 
courts, provision o f  decent 
v e h ic le s , fundam ental 
leg is la tiv e  reforms and 
enhancement o f  the speed 
o f  ju d ic ia l p rocess are 
step s to ensure

given to the magistrates to 
fulfil the administration’s

commitment to make the 
judiciary in Lagos State the
V

best in term! o f  motivation 
in the country.

Sanitation: Ministry gives Computer 
Village traders ultimatum

t J  1 he I.apos Statp t><> n,o<.  i.i . -c  .« „  .

Police arrest fake 
officer in Agege

A  fake pol iceman who
Z A  was ou t'to  extort 

■X. \ j n o n e y  from
unsuspecting Lagosians has 
been arrested in Agege area 
o f the state after he ordered a 

| Lagos based accountant to 
bail himself out for driving a 
Tokunbo (fairly used) car at 

j the weekend.
The suspect identified as 

Olarenwaju Lawal was said to 
have taken to his heels the 
moment som e po.licemen 

j came on the scene.
Sources told Eko Trust 

j that Olarenwaju in whose 
possession a police warrant

By Bola Ojuola, Stringer, 
(Lagos)

card with his photograph was 
found was operating at 
Fagbola area o f Agege last 
Friday before he was caught.

The Lagos State police 
public relations officer, Mr. 
Adem ola A debayo, who  
confirm ed the arrest o f  
Olarenwaju, -told’ our 
correspondent that a team o f  
policemen from Elere police 
station pursued him and 
picked him up after he fled the 
scene. He said the case was 
how ever still under 
investigations.

fulfilment o f  the planned 
promotion o f  the rule o f  
law as a core sustainer o f  
democracy.

The governor-added  
that with the provision o f  
o n -lin e  serv ices  in the 
court a long with the 
automation o f  the court 
registry, the courts have 
been upgraded to meet the 
ch a llen g es o f  the 21st 
century.

The veh ic les are the 
first batch o f  90 cars to be

he Lagos State 
governm ent on 
Tuesday gave traders 

in the Computer Village in 
Ikeja a 72-hour ultimatum to 
sanitise their environment and 
rid it o f illegal street traders or 
face indefinite closure.

The state m inistry o f  
Environment in a letter to the 
president, Computer and 

the Allied Dealers Association o f

Gov. Tinubu

Nigeria, Mr. Balogun, said the 
| state was not pleased with the 
i environm ental state ' o f  
j  Computer Village and may be 
j forced to shut it down.

The letter made available 
I to our correspondent in 
j  Alausa on Monday said the 

executive members o f the IT 
j village were given 72* hours 
I to move every trader from the 
\ roadside into their respective 
i shops, move,phone sellers 
; with no shops to the GSM 
i Village, Stop the roadside 
| Sales of phones and computer 

accessories in show-glass, 
tables and boots.

Other activ ities to be 
stopped are the illegal 
dumping o f  refuse on 
Kodeshe Bridge footage, 
Simbiat Abiola Road and the 
surroundings o f  the Kodeshe 
area.

The special adviser to the 
governor on Environment, Mr. 
Bola Ilori, signed the letter 
dated March 4,2005 while the 
office o f the commissioner for 
Environment Mr. Tunji Bello 
was copied.

Ilori in the letter said that

he was surprised that after the 
evacuation exercise o f  last 
nionih mid several appeals 
from the traders and their 
executive that sanctity would 
be brough( to ti ê area, the 
reverse was the case.

Ilori said, “After the 
operation, w e heldLa meeting 
with your association in which 
we handed down our 
directives with a 48-hour  
ultimatum to either internally 
cleanse the village.or we may 
have to shut down the village 
pending when you are ready 
to restore environmental sanity 
to the Village and you chose 
the former.

“It was [Observed by our 
investigation.unit that you 
actually made af, attempt to 
comply and the association 
shut down the village for one 
day on Monday 28,h February, 
2005 and sahity prevailed on 
Tuesday and W ednesday. 
However, we discovered that 
by Thursday 3 rd March 2005, 
all the illegal activities have 
resurfaced with vigour.

“Your Association pleaded 
for the release o f  those we 
caught with an assurance that 
they would not come back to 
the roadside and that you 
shall put in place appropriate 
security measures to prevent 
street trading and dumping o f  
refuse on the roadsides 
around the village. However, 
it is becoming apparent that 
you are either unable or 
unwilling to control the ugly 
d e v e lo p m e n t.  ”

He said <he Computer 
Village is the main IT market 
in Nigeria,r and should  
therefore be ihe pride o f ‘the 
nation, but street traders and 
some greedy shop owners 
have conspired to turn the 
village into an eyesore that 
daily attracts negative  
comments froim local and 
foreign IT enthusiasts.

When our correspondent 
visited the Computer Village 
on Tuesday to verily the claim 
o f  the state governm ent, 
traders in th^area confirmed 
that members k f the state Kick 
A gainst Indiscip line had 
visited their area to complain 
about their environment

One o f  the trader that 
spoke with our correspondent 
said that the traders agreed 
that the area was congested 
due to several business 
activities going on in the area 
at the same time.

He said, “This is a place 
where we have been selling 
for many years now, the 
government cannot just close 
us down. I think the real issue 
is that they are looking for 
money in the state and they 
oppress the masses in the 
process.”

Som e other traders 
how ever agreed that the 
surroundings were dirty and 
confirmed that the computer 
village had be closed down 
last Monday to allow traders 
clean the environment and 
that the environment was now 
the better for it.
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5 Reasons to invest 
in NAL Bank shares

H  NAL Bonk is on institution founded upon 
inventiveness, quality and integrity,

■  NAL Bank ptoneered merchant banking in 
Nigeria , as far back as I960. Today,
NAL Bank has expanded H i operations to 
include commercial banking services, while 
retaining its leadership role in investment 
banking.

■  NAL Bank is the flagship of a strong
financial services group, which includes NAL 
Asset M anagem ent & Trustees Ltd, NAL 
Registrars Ltd, NAL Insurance Brokers and 
Nigeria Stockbrokers Ltd.

■  NAL Bank has consistently recorded annual 
profits since inception.

® NAL Bank is a solid, well-structured and 
professionally-run bank.
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K a n o  T rust
KNSG to transform Quranic school

w

T he Kano state govern 
ment is to transform its 
Quranic schools to the 

levels o f  primary and second­
ary schools. Disclosing this 
while receiving Sudanese del­
egates, the state governor, 
Mallam Ibrahim Shekarau, 
described Quranic schools as 
the oldest form o f education 
in northern Nigeria. He said it 
w ould be w iser to raise 
Quranic schools to the level 
o f modem schools in order to 
integrate them with Western, 
education. According to him, 
Muslims could only worship 
Allah when they are well edu­
cated. He added that Quranic 
schools constituted an im­
portant base for Islam ic  
know ledge and provided  
guidance in understanding 
the principles o f  worship. 
They therefore deserved the 

I utmost support o f  all Mus­
lims.

Governor Shekarau also 
: pleaded that those guarding 
:the survival o f  the Quran

By Aliyu S. Machika, 
Correspondent Kano 

(that is, the memorisers), who 
are largely students o f  
Quranic schools (tsangaya), 
should be given adequate 
care, courage, and support. . 
He commended the efforts o f  
the Sudanese government to 
transform Quranic schdbls to 
level o f  higher education in­
stitutions, which has encour- j 
aged Muslim communities in 
other countries to emulate 
their example. He assured the 
delegates that the Kano state 
government would collabo­
rate with the Sudanese gov­
ernment in supporting  
Quranic sch oo ls in both 
countries.

Earlier, the head o f  the 
Sudanese delegation and di­
rector o f  a Quranic school. 
Sheikh Hussaini Ali Adam, 
said that they were in Kano 
to observe the level o f  gov­
ernment support for Quranic 
schools and how they en­

hanced the level o f  education 
in Nigeria. He said that the 
transformation o f  primary 
schools, secondary schools, 
and universities to Quranic 
schools did not mean that 
Sudan neglected Western

education, for the objectives 
o f  the two could be inte­
grated. He added that the 
Sudanese experience in mar­
ry ing both objectives has 
drawn international interest.

Sheikh Ali Adam further

stated that .Sudan was ready 
to support to Kano state gov­
ernment in transforming then- 
secular schools intttQuranic 
schools. H e  disclosed that 
Sudan will sponsor six (6) 
people in collaboration with

K ano s ta te , tw o each  o f  
which will study at the sec- j 
ondary, undergraduate, and 
the master’s degree levels in 
Sudan to further strengthen 
the relationship between the 
two governments.

From Yusha'u Adamu
Ibnkiat, Correspondent Kano 
ity. Prof Abdulkadir added 
that restoring the former sta­
tus as a boarding school 
would help restore its re­
nown. He advised Alhaji Gani 
to continue to address issues 
that have direct impact on the 
people’s lives, particularly is­
sues o f  health, agriculture, 
education, and business.

I College deterioration 
worries speaker

T he speaker o f  the Kano 
state House o f  Assem  
bly, Alhaji Balarabe

•Saidu Gani, has expressed
! concern about the detcriorar :
j tion o f  Rumfa College, Kano 
and pledged to assist in the 
restoration o f  its lost glory.
He made the statement while 

Ving the executive com- 
membcrs o f Rumfa Col- 

ege Old Boys Association, 
irected them to assess 
>ring all the needs o f  the 

ege to the attention o f  the 
ouse o f Assembly for fur- 
ier action.

tiaji Gani regretted that 
fa College, which was 

Wished in 1972 and was 
among the best and most 

>ular colleges in Africa, 
in such a terrible shape, 

leaking as an old boy o f  the 
ege, he said that restar­
ts lost glory was their 

ective responsibility. He 
ged to solicit assistance 

rom his colleagues to assist 
le college.

an earlier address, the 
ooal president o f  Rumfa 
ege Old Boys Associa 
, Professor Dandaiti 
ulkadir, told Alhaji Gani 

lat they were in his office to 
ster their solidarity as well 

seek assistance for their 
rmer college. He said that

Alhaji Ado Bayero Emir o f Kano Mallam Ibrahim Shekarau Gov.of Kano

KNSG woos Chinese investors
T Jhe Kano state govern 

ment has appealed to 
Chinese investors for 

more investm ents in the 
state. It pledged to provide 
an enabling atmosphere for 
foreign investment with a 
view to enhancing the socio­
economic status o f  the state. 
The state’s deputy governor,

From Yusha’u Adamu 
Ibrahim, Correspondent kano
Engineer Magaji Abdullahi, 
made the pledge while declar­
ing open a Chinese photo ex­
hibition tagged ‘Vision into 
China,’ which was jointly  
organised by the Chinese 
embassy and the Kano State 
History and Culture Bureau.

Kumbosto expends N20m on computers
N20miHion was From Ahmed Abubakar, cil, Alhaji Sagiru Abdulkadirvet N20miilion was 

I expended by the 
Kumbosto local gov­

ernment council on the pro­
curement o f  20 computers and 
building o f  a computer cen­
tre. While commissioning the 
computer centre, the Kano 
state governor, Mallam  
Ibrahim Shakarau, said that 
the computer was a necessity 
to world development and

that the centre would help to 
impart computer know-how to 
the youth. He commended 
the chairman o f  the council 
for the project and assured 
him o f the government’s con­
tinuous support for projects 
that have direct bearing on 
the people’s lives.

The chairman o f the coun-

Takai disburses Nlm materials 
on girl child education

O
ver one million naira 

j has been spent by 
the Takai local gov­

ernment council on the pur­
chase o f  materials for the 190 
female students that gained 

_ adm ission into various
college was facing sen- boarding schools in Kano

From Ahmed Abubakar,

ous problems, indwhng the 
lack o f adequate classrooms, 
laboratories, and sporting fa- 

icilities. He charged Alhaji 
Gani to do everything pos­
sible to assist, as colleges in 

; Katsina, Kaduna, and Sokoto 
were all receiving assistance 
from their old boys. He 
stressed that the assistance 

! was necessary because gov­
ernment alone could not 
shoulder all the respoasibil-

While distributing the 
materials to the students, the 
chairman ofthecomcil, Alhaji 
inusa Abdul lahi Dambazau, 
said that the gesture was in­
tended to assist the parents 
o f  the beneficiaries by reduc­
ing the weight o f  their ex­
penses in sending their  
wards to school. While call­
ing on the students to recip­
rocate the gesture thro-ugh 
discipline and hard-work, 
Alhaji lnusa Dam-bazau reit-

erated his council’s commit­
ment to give priority to the 
education sector.

The items presented to the 
students included mattresses, 
suitcases, dining plates, buck­
ets, and books. The council 
chairman, who said that edu­
cation was the back-bone o f  
social developm ent, d is­
closed his keen interest in 
developing the education 
sector.

Meanwhile, the local gov­
ernment council has em ­
ployed and posted more than 
70 primary and islamiyya  
school teachers to various 
schools in the area.

Panshekara, disclosed that 
his council embarked on the 
project in line with the state 
government’s policy on hu­
man developm ent and to 
save the youth from the det- : 
rimental snares o f  idleness. 
He said that the council de­
cided to site the computer 
centre in Zawachiki, which 
was named after the Emir o f  
Kano, Alhaji Ado Bayero.

While the commissioned 
computer centre will have an 
initial intake o f 45 students, 
another centre was expected 
to be com m issioned at 
Maikalwa in the near future.

Engineer Magaji stated 
that the incumbent adminis­
tration in Kano state has fo­
cused its attention not only 
on improving the existing  
economic infrastructures, but 
also on providing new ones 
for the benefit o f  the busi­
ness sector. ‘Our people are 
very industrious and, given 
the right atmosphere, their 
entrepreneurial capacity  
would immensely increase.’ 
Engineer Magaji stated that 
Kano state had one o f the larg­
est markets in Nigeria. He 
gave the assurance that the 
state government would con­
tinue to accord priority to the 
culture and history o f  the 
state, for culture was not only 
a means o f  attaining sustain­
able development but also o f  
forging greater cohesion and 
unity among the people. Re­
affirming that the Shekarau 
administration was ready to 
restore the lost glory o f  the 
state at all levels, he called on 
the people o f  the state to sup­
port government in that re­

spect.
Also speaking also at the j 

occasion, the Ambassador o f  
the P eople’s Republic o f  
China to Nigeria, Mr. Wang 
Yuu Chu, d isc losed  that ! 
since the establishment o f  
diplomatic relations between 
Nigeria and China 34 years 
ago, their friendship'has 
yielded positive results for 
the two countries. Mr. Yuu 
stated that China/Nigeria  
trade amounted to over 2.18 
billion US dollars in 2004, a 
development which he attrib­
uted to the existing cordial 
relations between the two 
countries. He appealed for the 
maintenance o f this cordial 
relationship. Pointing out that 
China and Nigeria shared a lot 
in terms o f  their economic, 
cultural, and technological 
requirements, he believed  
that Chinese investors could 
be persuaded to invest more 
in Nigeria. Mr. Yuu Chu de­
scribed the exhibition, which 
is also to hold in Abuja and 
Lagos, as a way . o f  portray­
ing the developm ent ©f 
China

200 women in Garun Malam benefit from
From Jamilah Nuhu Musa, g*ve the council the neces 

Correspondent kanogoat loan

T:I wo hundred women 
have benefited from 
an 800-goat revolving 

loan offered them by the 
Garun Mallam local govern­
ment council o f  Kano state. 
The chairman o f the council, 
Alhaji Abdullahi Mohammed 
Maikano, said that the mea­
sure was intended to em­
power the women in the area. 
He disclosed that local gov­
ernment intended to improve 
the welfare o f  women to en­
able them reap the dividends

o f democracy. ‘That is why 
we are giving the women this 
loan,’ he stated.

Alhaji Maikano urged the 
recipients o f  the loan to look 
after their animals in order to 
reap maximum benefits. He 
reiterated that the state gov-*4 
ernment w as concerned  
about the welfare o f  women 
generally and has embarked 
on various projects for the 
purpose o f  improving their 
lot. He therefore called on the 
women in Garun Mallam to

sary support.
On his part, the head o f  the 

council’s agriculture depart­
ment, Mallam Ado Shehu 
Rimi. noted that women were 
the mothers o f  future leaders 
and urged them to look after 
their children properly. He 
said that the council would 
carry them along in all its 
schemes.

Responding, the women 
thanked the council members 
for the loan, stating that it 
would help to cushion them 
from hardship.



P a g e  31

Kwara DPM s indicted, 
to refund N23mchairm en  P ^ —---------------

Poverty Alleviation: State 
managers converge in Damaturu

T lhe general managers o f  ! ~    s  , ■ ,
Com m unity based ' Umar Gusa" 1 lmmg hosptimtalitv acmrH^

Poverty Reduction

From Isa Umar Gusau,
Correspondent (Damaturu)

o f  living o f  people in the 
state.

Mrs. Okechukwu noted 
that the CPRP which was 
estab lished  by the World 
Bank, was aimed at changing 
the Nigerian society into that 
free from  overw helm ing  
poverty.

She com m ended Yobe 
State government for what

  - v . v n ;  KCUULUUfl
Programme (CPRP) for Cross 
River, Kebbi, Abia, Yobe and 
K ogi S ta tes , y es te rd ay  
co n v erg ed  in D am aturu ,
Yobe State capital, to rub 
minds together with a view to 

I devising strategies aimed at 
en su rin g  the su ccess  o f  

| poverty alleviation in Nigeria,
Speaking yesterday, the

chairperson o f  the general „ _______
| m anagers, M rs. E det she refered to as overwhe- 
; O kechukw u, the g enera l 
manager, community poverty 

i reduction programme, Cross 
j R ivers S ta te  sa id  th e ir  
! meeting in Yobe State was 
informed by the position o f 
the "state tow ards poverty  
alleviation.

She said Yobe State had 
been in the lead in drafting 
p o v erty  a l le v ia t io n . m ap 
aim ed at com ing up w ith 
strategies that would ensure 
the upliftment o f  the standard

Iming hosptipitality accorde- 
d them on their arrival on 
Monday into the state, while 
thanking the government for 
su p p o rtin g  the p o v erty  
alleviation programme.

The team o f the general 
m anagers a lso  inc luded  
p riv a te  co n su ltan ts  and 
other affiliates engaged in 
technical hum an resource 
services to the various states 
as part o f the strategies aimed 
at ensuring the success o f  the 
programme.

F orm er cha irm en , 
treasurers and dir-ectors 
o f  p erso n n el

management o f  the 16 local 
co u n c ils  in K w ara S tate  
in d ic ted  by the Ju s tice  
O luyem isi A jayi ju d ic ia l

™ commission o f  inquiry are to 
j refund over N82 million to the
; coffers o f  government and 
| face prosecution.

Briefing newsmen at the 
p o st ex ecu tiv e  council 
meeting in Ilorin yesterday,

| the state commissioner for 
j local g o v ern m en t and 

chieftaincy affairs, A lhaja 
Nimota Ibrahim, disclosed 
that 34 former chairmen, 20 

i DPM s, 23 treasu rers and 
heads o f  departments were 
indicted at the commission o f 
inquiry w hich probed the 
activities o f  councils from 
1999 to 2003.

Giving a breakdown o f 
the report o f  the commission 
which the state government 
has started  to im plem ent, 
Alhaja Nimota said Asa local 
government has the highest 
refund o f N5.8 million.

The com m issioner said, 
indicted DPMs would refund 
N23 million, while the 34 
chairmen o f the 16 councils 
who served within the period 
would refund N29.7 million, 
treasurers indicted have N22 
million to refund and HODs 
N 8.?m illion to refund to the 
coffer o f government.

She explained that the 
indicted officers would also 
have other punitive measures

| From Abdulrazaq Adebayo,
Correspondent (florin)

awaiting them after refunding 
the monies ,fo the govern­
ment.

Commissioner for inform- a n ow anrps 
ation, Alhaji Rahim Adedoyin prosecution.

a lso  co rro b o ra ted  his 
c o u n te rp a rt’s subm ission  
say ing  p o litic a l o ffice  
h o ld e rs  in d ic ted  by the 
co m m ission  w ould  also  
fo rfe it th e ir  sev eran ce- 
a llo w an ces and face

 ..................... - 1 prosecution.

Plateau gets Solomon 
Lar library foundation

A

n In te rn a tio n a l iFrom R a k i v a  AIn te rn a tio n a l 
Library foundation is 

_  be established in
Plateau State in honour o f the 
first civilian governor o f  the 
state, Chief Solomon Lar.

President and founder o f 
the fo u n d a tio n , H on. 
Moorey Dalen, who is also 
commissioner for science and 
tech n o lo g y  in the sta te  
disclosed this at a press con­
ference in Jos on Tuesday.

According to Hon. Dalen, 
the library which is intended 
to be specialised one is aimed 
at creating impact on learning 
and to have a lasting effect 
on good governance.

He said  the idea to 
establish the Solomon Lar 
international library foundat­
ion was promised on the fact

From Rakiya A. Muhammad, 
I Correspondent (Jos) 
that since 1958, Chief Lar has 
remained a relevant pillar in 
N ig e ria ’s p o litica l realm  
th rough  his p o litic s  and 
philosophy o f emancipation 
o f the down-trodden.

“C hief Lar is not just a 
p o litic ia n , bu t a v ib ran t 
progressive elder statesman 
w hose co n trib u tio n s  to 
Nigeria had catalysed mass 
political and social consci­
ousness, national unity and 
stab ility ! The foundation 
president observed.

He added that Lar has 
also remained resolute in the 
s tru g g le  fo r the se lf- 
determination o f  the middle 
belt region as a distinct geo­
political entity............................. .. political entity.

Threat to demolish NPA mosque
M  worries PHC Muslims

uslim s in P o rt .... —

:

.................    -   _ j have otherpunitive measures

Policeman detained for assaulting7-year old Frnm Uoccah a 1/  <h a th n rn iio li inxmofi /vni.' -

A policem an (nam e 
withheld) is in police 

—- .^custody for claiming 
to be a prophe# after he went 
berseck and beat a seven 
year-old boy to coma.

The incident happened 
on M onday in the Bokoto 
quarters o f  Dutse, the Jigawa 
State capital  —      ; lauuai.

Goje pledges to investigate 
Ashaka Cem over 

marginalization allegations
r p he G om be S ta te  r ;he G om be S tate  

gov ern o r, A lha ji 
Muhammad Danjuma 

G oje, has p ro m ised  to 
investigate  a llegations o f  
m arg in a lisa tio n  lev e lled  
ag a in s t A shaka  C em ent 
C om pany by its host 
com m unity o f  Funa Kaye 
local government area o f the 

| state.
Leading a delegation o f  

prominent personalities from 
the area, the chairman o f the 
local governm ent, A lhaji 
Abubakar Abubakar, told the 
g o v ern o r tha t "Ashaka 
C em ent C om pany has 
stopped buying gypsum from 
ind ig en es o f  the council 
preferring to <buv its gypsum 
from Sokoto State.

The chairman also told

;From Mohammad Abubakar,!
Stinger (Gombe)

company has refused to put 
their people in position o f  
au th o rity  even w hen a 
vacuum is created and they 
are the next in seniority to 
occupy those positions.

Governor Goje who told 
the delegation that he was 
go ing  to  sea t w ith  the 
management o f the eompany 
to iron things out pointed out 
that it was not right for the 
com pany to deny its host 
com m unity and the entire j 
North_ east reg ion  the j 
privileges they deserve

From Hassan A. Karofi,
Correspondent (Dutse) '

According to Daily Trust 
investigations, the police 
co rp o ra l e a r lie r  had a 
disagreement with the boy 
over an unknow n m atter 
w hich  led  to h is loss o f  
control and beat the boy to 
coma.

When Daily Trust visited 
the hosp ita l the boy was 
lying critically ill with three 
o f  his teeth broken.

Eyewitness account says 
the policeman sensing the an 
angry mob might descend on 
him began to shant slogans 
claiming he is a prophet of 

: Islam sent to the people

a th o rough  in v es tig a tio n  
would be conducted, even as 
he called for calm in the area.

The re-occurring cases of 
brutality by the police in the 
Jigawa State command have 
been rising in recent times, 
sometime ago, many o f such 
cases had led to the death o f 
m any innocen t peop le  in 
hands o f  police

uslim s in Port 
H arco u rt have 

— raised loud voices in 
resistance to the threat by the 
N ig erian  P o rt A u th o rity  
(NPA) to demolish the only 
worship house for them in the 
ports.

Some o f them who spoke 
to Daily Trust have vowed to 
take the ir lives into their

From M uhammad Ajah,
[ Reporter (Port Harcourt)
past without interference with 
the mosque.

The Muslim community, 
according to a document, had 
in 1991 applied to the Port 
Authority for a parcel o f  land 
to build a mosque which was 
g ran ted  and thus thetake the ir lives into the ir § ran ted  and thus the 

hands if  the demolition threat buildin8 o f  the mosque in the 
was not reversed. same year.

It was further observed 
that the mosque is in an area

NPC staff 
threaten to 

sabotage census
By Abdullahi M. Guiionia, 1

Labour Reporter
ta f f  o f  the N ationalS ta f f  o f  the N ationa  
P o p u la tio n  C om m ­
ission (NPC) under the 

crowd who later besieged his 1 ^morella o f Joint Consultative 
. °  , C om m ittee  (JC C ) haveresidence threatening to kill 

him for blasphemy and bum 
down his house.

H ow ever, tim ely  
intervention o f  elders in the 
quarters with police presence 
saved  the s itu a tio n  and 
brought tension in the area 
under control.

Daily Trust learnt from 
p o lice  a u th o ritie s  who 
confirmed the incidence that 
the p o lice  co rpora l is in 
custody.

According to the Force 
Pub lic  R ela tions O fficer

 - - -w ̂  n a v e
promised to sabotage the 
success o f  2005 census 
scheduled to take place in 
November this year.

The NPC staff vowed that 
the *2005 census would not 

1 hold until the commission 
| pays them their allowances 
: and salary arrears, 
i It would be recalled that 

the NPC staff had last year 
i locked-up the chairman and 
j the director- general o f  the 
: commission and forced them
: to release the N 100 million setJicirlo    . .

was not reversed.
According to the Deputy 

Chief Imam (DCI) of the NPA 
m osque, A lhaji A bubakar 
Dan Asabe, the demolition 
threat was contained in a quit 
notice posted all over the 
m osque and its 
n e ig h b o u rh o o d  tha t the 
worshippers should vacate 
the building w ithin seven 
days.

Imam Asabe noted that 
the managing director o f NPA 
who came to inspect the Port 
Harcourt ports few weeks ago 
had ordered the demolition of 
the  m osque w ith in  two 
weeks.

A ccording to him , the 
m osque co m m ittee  has 
a lread y  w ritten  the 
presidency and has copied 
the River State governor, the 
leader o f  the R iver State

1 ------- u. uu U lta
from the road and that the 
Muslims in the employment 
o f NPA and others in other 
c o rp o ra tio n s  o p era tin g  
within the Port Harcourt port 
com plex such as Nigerian 
Custom, National Maritime 
Authority Staff, NAFDAC 
sta ff, licen sed  custom s 
operators, JOM ALIC staff 
who are not less than 1,000 
o bserve  th e ir  da ily  
congregational prayers and 
Jum a’at service on Friday in 
the mosque.

“We regard this decision 
to demolish the mosques as 
one made malafide because 
it is between two buildings 
w hich  are cu rio u s ly  not 
affected by the road to be 
constructed by NPA. Again 

a lte rn a tiv e  p lace  o f
ui me K.iver s ta te   r tgain

branch o f Nigerian Supreme no al.te rn a tiv e  p lace  of 
Council for Islamic Affairs worship has been provided,” 
(NCIA), Alhaji Ahmed Okiri e dePuty Imam averred.4-U r---
w ho is currently  
representing the state at the 
National confab, asking them 
to intervene and secure their 
only worship house in the 
port.

Investigations by Daily
'a u— 1 xiuinuiiati j Trust rev ea led  tha t thp* 

viieges iney deserve. r e la t io n s  O fficer j  up-set 40 tLr J n t o f  mosclue situated between the doi**n a
He observed that Ashaka (FPRO), DSP Sunday Digha, I million owed the staff ^ort Health House and the
nent Comnanv haH in the policeman is hplipvpH tr. ; Acting chairman o f JCC J ° 'nt m aritim e industria l

C om rade M usa Ib rah im  lahour council house within
Erena, who disclosed this to the Port Harcourt complex
Labour reporters in Abuja, has been in existence for 14
said, the NPC is owing its : years even as more than four

He therefore warned o f 
the n eg a tiv e  e ffec t the 
demolition might have on the 
entire Muslims in NPA and 
also the religious sensitivity 
it may have on other Muslims 
particularly in Port Harcourt 
and especially in the Muslim 
dom in a ted  p a rts  o f  the

vculiiai/isnaKa x-------
Cement Company had in the the PoI>ceman is believed to
nast - be having a mental problempast reneged in its role o f  
p ro v id in g  fo r its host 
com m unity  say ing  the

and would soon be taken to 
hospital a fter prelim inaryThe chairman also told com m unity  say ing  the nosPltal a n e r  prelim inary  j Labour reporters in Abuja, has been in existence for 14 

the g o v ern o r tha t the company is worse than tho^e mvf f 18atl0n!k  -! sai% t te  N r c  is owing its years even as more than four
— 4— .....................................  in the Niger-Delta area. He assured the public that I statt part of 2000 leave grant, managing directors o f NPA

 ................... ~ — ------r— — —  2 among other things. have inspected the port in the

C H A N G E  O F  N A M E
I, formerly MISS JUMMAI 
EMAIKU, now to be called 
M RS J U M M A I  GANA.  
Former documents remain 
valid. N.Y.S.C. and public to 
note.
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NIGERIA’S M O ST RELIABLE  
SUPPLIERS O F PO W ER  

GENERATORS AND SERVICE  
COM PANIES

Power generation and distribution in Nigeria have been 
grossly inadequate to m eet the electricity supply  
requirements, despite the huge investment and attention by 
the authorities to revive the sector.
As a result, the epileptic and erratic power supply has forced 
several organisations to source for alternative power. Giving 
its critical role to the nation’s industrial and economic 
growth, the participation o f the private sector has become 
imperative and desirable.
Recognising the contributions o f the private sector in this 
troubled sector. Media Trust Limited, the publishers o f  
Daily and Weekly Trust Newspapers will publish a special 
supplement on the major dealers/marketers and servicing 
companies o f power generating sets and accessories in 
Nigeria. The focus is to sensitize the public on their 
contributions /achievements to the nation’s economy, 
promote their image and identify challenges facing the sector. 
The publication date is Tuesday, March 15, 2005. For 
further enquiries and participation, interested companies are 
requested to call the Special Projects Department on any 
o f  the follow ing nos: 08028494170, 08037038663, 
08042145839, or 09-6720346.

V A C A N C I E S
An International Non-Governmental Organization with an office in | 
Abuja seeks qualified candidates to fill the following vacancies:
1. PROGRAM ASSOCIATES
The candidates must have competence and interest in at least one of | 
the following areas: 
i Human Rights Advocacy
ii. Constitutional and Electoral Reform
iii. Transparency & Accountability 
Successful candidates will be assigned to work in Abuja.

Candidates must have the following:
Relevant Degree(s) in Law, Humanities, and the Social Sciences | 
Strong leadership, organizational and management skills 
Programme development skills.
Strong verbal and written communication skills.
Must be computer literate 
Must be a team player 
Must be able to handle multiple tasks and priorities effectively |

2. ACCOUNTANT
The applicant shall possess the following skills and qualifications 

A good first degree or equivalent in Accounting, Economics, 
Business Administration or other disciplines from a reputable 
institution.
Professional qualification in Accounting e.g. ACA, ACC A, 
1CMA
At least 2 years post professional qualification.
Prior work experience in a reputable accounting or auditing 
firm, institution of higher learning or Government Corporation. 
Working experience in an international civil society 
organization would be an added advantage.
Proficiency in QuickBooks, Excel, and other finance 
application packages.

- . A strong sense of integrity and honesty. (
Excellent written and oral communication skills.
Proven time management.
Multiple task management capabilities.
Excellent understanding of accounting standards, principles and | 
ability to implement civil society accounting policies.

3. MONITORING AND EVALUATION OFFICER
The applicant shall possess the following skills and qualifications: 

Relevant degree(s) from a reputable institution 
Proven capacity to develop and implement monitoring and 
evaluation indices and matrices 
Excellent written and communication skills 
Good knowledge of Nigerian civil society 
Good grasp of donor reporting requirements 
Must have excellent computer skills 
Must be a team player 
Must be able to handle multiple tasks and priorities effectively 
Must have a sense of integrity and honesty

Remuneration
Remuneration would be commensurate with status, qualifications and | 
position.

Method of Application
Application letters accompanied with Curriculum Vitae should be sent | 
before 25th March 2005 to:

The Director 
P.M.B. 505

Garki - Abuja or talk2demmie@vahoo.com

mailto:talk2demmie@vahoo.com
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Crisis: US to establish air IT 
mobility hub for Africa
Ihe Chief o f  Air Staff w  According to him, the level o f African standby forceIhe Chief o f  Air Staff, 
A ir M arshal Jonah 
Wuyep, has said that 

the  U n ited  S ta tes  is to 
establish an air mobility hub 
fo r A frica  to  a ss is t the 
continent in managing and 
co n tro llin g  c rises . A ir 
M arshal Jonah  W uyep 
explained that the facility 
w ould  enhance  m ilita ry  
operations, especially in the 
face o f expanding demands of 
peace support and disaster 
m anagem ent operations in 
Africa. He made this remark

Air Marshal Joseph Wuyep

By Ruby Rabiu, Defence 
Reporter 

while receiving Major General 
Jonathan Gration, director o f 
p lan s and p o licy  o f  the 
United States Air Force, who 
led a team  o f  o fficers to 
explore the feasib ility  o f  
establishing such a depot in 
Nigeria.

Wuyep said that the US 
team will also inspect the C- 
130 fleet and other facilities 
in Lagos to ascertain their 
level o f  cap ab ilitie s  and 
usefulness for air mobility. He 
pointed out that the United 
States, by this gesture, was 
consolidating the existing 
cooperation between the two 
serv ices , add ing  th a t the 
relati(*nship had suffered 
greatly  as a resu lt o f  the 
m ilita ry ’s involvem ent in 
politics. ‘It is sad to note that 
th is  m u tua lly  ben efic ia l 
relationship  suffered as a 
result o f the prolonged period 
o f military rule in Nigeria,’ he 
sa id , add ing  tha t he w as 
happy to note'that Nigeria’s 
re tu rn  to d em ocratic  
g overnance  in  1999 was 
rekindling the relationship.

According to him, the level of 
support and cooperation that 
ex is ted  betw een  the tw o 
services in the 1970’s and the 
early 1980’s was yet to be 
attained.

R espond ing , M ajor 
General Jonathan Gration said 
that the United States was 
interested in assisting the

African standby force in its 
peace keeping operation so 
as to maintain peace in Africa. 
General Gration explained that 
lend ing  a hand to A frica 
w ould  also  boost 
development in the United 
States, for it would be wise to

Ihe Ekiti state governor, 
Mr. Ayo Fayose, has 
described the rumour 

about his plan to relocate the 
state’s secretariat from the 
state’s capital, Ado-Ekiti, to 
Afao-Ekiti, his home town, as 
cheap blackmail and a grand 
designed  by his p o litica l 
enemies to few  the seed o f 
discord in the state. Reacting 
to the a lleg a tio n  by the 
umbrella body for Ado-Ekiti 
in d igenes, the  A do-E kiti

Fayose 
denies 

report on 
secretariat 
relocation#

help Africans take care o f  ! Progressive Union (APU),
African problems.

Katsina awards 525m contract 
to electrify 29 villages

T

Jigawa sets up c’ttee on assets of 
agric supply coy From Hassan Karofi,

Correspondent (Dutse)

he Jig aw a  sta te  
governm ent lias set 
up a 7-man committee 

to determine the assets and 
lia b ilitie s  o f  the s ta te ’s 
agricultural supply company 
and conduct a cen su s o f  
boarding institutions in the 
s ta te . S peak ing  at the 
in au g u ra tio n  o f  the tw o 
committees, the state’s head 
o f  service, A lhaji Ibrahim 
Manzo, drew the committee’s 
attention to the reoccurring 
problem s o f the company, 
which had defied all efforts to 
render it effic ien t. W hile 
charging the committee to be 
upright in d ischarging its 
ass ig n m en t, he equally  
congratulated them on their 
appointment.

According to the head of 
service, the committee is to 
determine the current costs o f 
all assets and property o f the 
company. It is to ascertain the 
co m p an y ’s deb to rs and 
recom m end the w ays and 
m eans o f  recovering such 
debts. He equally charged the 
committee to determine the 
liabilities o f the company and 
how best to offset them, and 
also  „ to  m ake any  
recommendations that would 
assist in the improvement of 
the company.

In h is resp o n se , the 
chairman o f the committee, 
Alhaji Mohammadu Mu’azu, 
w ho is the  perm anen t

secre tary  o f  revenue and 
in v estm en t, p rom ised  a 
speedy com pletion o f  the 
assignment.

Meanwhile the committee 
for the census o f  boarding 
institutions will ascertain the 
actual number o f students in 
all hoarding schools in the 
state. Both committees are to 
submit their reports before 8lh 
o f April 2005.

he K atsina  sta te  
governm en t has 
aw arded a contract 

for the electrification o f  29 
rural villages across 17 local 
government areas at the cost 
o f N525 million under the 5th 
phase o f  the s ta te ’s 
electrification programme in 
the y ea r’ 2005. B rie fin g  
newsmen in his office shortly 
a fte r the aw ard o f  the 
contract, the commissioner 
for rural, social development, 
you th  and spo rts , Engr. 
Muttagha Rabe Darma, said 
that the contract will cover a 
1000km network including 
both inter-town connections 
(ITC) and town development 
networks (TDN). He said the 
state has electrified a total o f 
101 towns and villages at the 
costofN2.3 billion from 1999 
to date, out o f which only nine 
were yet to be connected with 
the national grid.

‘Twenty one contracts 
were awarded through the 
state tenders board,’ he said, 
‘while seven were awarded 
th rough  the m in is te ria l 
ten d ers  board . The 
con trac to rs w ere g iven  a 
maximum completion period 
o f  14 weeks, depending on 
the nature o f the works to be 
undertaken.’

From Lawal Ibrahim 
Katsina, Correspondent 

(Katsina)

Engineer Darma said that 
the ministry considered the 
people’s economic activities 
as w ell as p o litic a l 
expediencies in selecting the 
p ro sp ec tiv e  b en efitin g  
com m unities o f  the 
electrification  project. He 
hoped that all the connectable 
villages and towns in the state 
would be connected to the 
national grid by the end o f the 
administration’s tenure.

The b en efitin g  local 
government councils include 
K atsina , D aura, Jib ia , 
Kankiya, Kafor, and Dandume 
local governments.

F ayose  said  th a t those 
b eh ind  the rum our are 
m em bers o f  a p a rticu la r  
opposition  party  who are 
a fra id  o f  the num erous 
ach ievem en ts h is
government has recorded in 

i less than two years in office 
| and were working to put him 
| at loggerhead with the people 
I o f  the state, especially the 
! indegenes o f  A do-E kiti.
I ‘T h e ir headache is w hat 
! w ould  happen  w hen the 
; president comes to the state 
! in April and sees my great 
j  achievements. So they have 
| figu red  out all so rts o f  
| strategies to disrupt peace in 
| the state and discredit my 

government,’ he said.
Mr. Fayose said that his 

ad m in is tra tio n  w as only  
i  trying to create an extension 
i o f the ministry o f agriculture 
! to be located along the newly

From Femi Oladipo,
Stringer (Ado-Ekiti)

constructed 14 kilometer Ado- 
Ekiti/Afao-Ekiti road, which 
has enough land for practical 
agricu lture and extension 
services. He disclosed that 
his governm en t’s p lan  to 
construct a N30 million house 
between Ado-Ekiti and Ikere- 
Ekiti to accom m odate all 
agenc ies re la tin g  to 
education, which will have a 
multi-purpose hall and a cyber 
cafe, would portray the state 
as a true  fo un ta in  o f  
knowledge.

‘How can anybody say I 
am p lan n in g  to  re lo ca te  
ex is tin g  b u ild in g s at the 
secretariat complex to Afao- 
Ekiti when Afao, my home 
town, is not even up to a ward. 
The land  m ass o f  the 
secretariat in Ado-Ekiti is 
bigger thaathe whole Afao,’ 
he said.

CAMBRIDGE
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EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES IN TH E  UK

CAMBRIDGE SEMINARS 
TUTORIAL COLLEGE

Offers GCE A-Levtls , University foundation P rog ram m e and G C SE* for September 2005 entry.
Top quality University entrance assured upon completion for all subject areas.

We specialise in Medicine, Law, Engineering, Pharmacy, Business and Architechture

Cambridge seminars would like to congratulate the following Nigerian students from the class of 2004 
on their entrance into University.

A. Ahmed: Computer Sci. Sheffield U; 0 ,  Adebayo: Accounting, Nottingham U; 0 . Adedokun: Pharmacy; 
Brighton U; F, Adejumo; Marketing; Kent U; K. Ademoh; Pharmacy; Brighton U; A.Adenuga; Business IT; 
London U; 0 . Akinyede: Accounting; Lancaster U; 6  Alimi: Economics; Essex U; I. Banigo: Chem. Engr. 
Birmingham U;
0 . Busari: Pharmacy Manchester U; A. Eyisi: Law, Sheffield U; B.Hammanga: Computer Sci. Loughboroug 
U; I. Huthman: Accounting, Cardif U; L. Lawson: Economics. Bristol UWE 0 . Jokosenumi: Law, Sheffield U; 
N.Malunga, Business, Kent U; A.Muoneke: Computing, Kent U; M. Nyako: Agriculture, Reading U;
1. Nyako: Law, Kent U; E. Qbanero: Business IT, London U; N. Qgbuagu: Com, Sys. Ehgf. Birmingham U; M. 
Qgomudia: Bee. Engr. Nottingham U; T. Ogunde: Eiec. Engr. Nottingham U; U. Okeke; Law, Kent U;
C.N. Okeke: Computer Sci. Kent U; C.E. Okeke: Business,l e n t  U; AOmolayo: Pharmacy, Brighton U;A. 
Onasanya: Architecture. Dundee U; C. Onukwue: Accounting, Esse* U; I. Onukwue: Economics, Essex U;
N. Opene: Chem. Engr. Birmingham U; M. Waziri: Pharmacy, Brighton U; A. Zakariyau: Economics, 
Birmingham U.

Competitive fees - Cambridge Seminars Tutorial College is not associated with agents and therefore 
the money saved on agents’ fees is passed onto our clients.

•
Students and their sponsors are invited to meet Mr. Sean Grady, Director of Studies on his visit 
to Nigeria.

Thursday 10th March, Friday 11th March, Saturday 12th March at the Sheraton Hotel, Ikeja 
(9am - 7pm) for private meetings.

Sunday 13th, Monday 14th March, Tuesday 15th March at the Nicon Hilton Hotel, Abuja 
(9am -7pm) for private meetings.

For further details, please contact:
CAMBRIDGE SEMINARS
4, Hawthorn Way
CAMBRIDGE *
CB41AX.UK  
Tel: 00 44 1223313464 
Fax: 00 44 1223355352
e-mail: cambridgeseminars@camsem.fsnet.co.uk 
or contact: 0803 402 2609/0803 402 2608
hotteshoppe@yahoo.com _ > H 5

Islamic new year: Governor Bukar Abba praying fo r  Nigeria

mailto:cambridgeseminars@camsem.fsnet.co.uk
mailto:hotteshoppe@yahoo.com
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I n s id e  P o lit ic s
APGA condemns detention of Chairman
b EFCC

L-R Hon. Sam  Shaba, Chairman House Committee on Pension, Mr. M ohammed Ahmad, DG Na­
tional Pension Commission with Hon. Jazuli Imam during the consultative Forum with prospective 
closed Pension Fund Administrators held a t ‘Yarudua Centre in Abuja yesterday_______________ _

Don’t politicise census, Kogi
deputy gov warns
T lhe Kogi state deputy 

G overno r, C h ie f  
P h ilip  Salaw u has 

w arned local governm ent 
chairmen in the state not to 
b rin g  in p o litic s  in . th e  
forthcoming national census 
ex e rc ise  ' say in g  that 
politicising the headcount 
wiU be counter productive.

S peak ing  du ring  the 
flagging off o f  the campaign 
fo r the 2005 C ensus in 
Ajaokuta local government 
area, Chief Salawu urged all 
the various communities to 
come together to make the 
exercise a success noting that 
it is in the interest o f every 
body'irrespective o f political 
d ifferences to ensure the 
success o f  the 2005 census.

“This is an exercise  in 
which everybody must be 
involved and an attempt to 

I d e lib e ra te ly  exclude
som ebody  w ill only  
boomerang on the area” he 
no ted  u rg ing  council 

| chairmen to put in extra effort 
| to ensure 100 percent success 
I in their respective area.

A lso  speak in g  at the 
occasion, Honourable Moses 

i Ado Okino, who represents 
A jao k u ta  F ederal

| Constituency in the House of 
Representatives called on all 
the political stakeholders in 
the area to ensure that the 
exercise is hitch free.

C au tio n in g  aga in st
conducts that will m ilitate 
against the success o f  the 
exercise, Hon. Okino said 
that the headdount was for the 
p u rpose  o f  na tio n a l 
developm ent and that any 
area that has its population 
improperly enumerated will 
only have itself to blame at 
the end o f  the day.

The A jao k u ta  local 
gov ern m en t council 
chairm an , H on. H assan 
B a logun ap p ea led  fo r

cooperation  from  all and 
sundry in the area so as to 
m ake the 2005 census 
exercise a success.

M eanwhile, nearly N l,5  
million, three buses and 14 
motor cycles were donated

tow ards the su ccessfu l 
conduct o f  the exercise with 
the D eputy  G overno r 
donating  th ree buses, 10 
m o to rcy c les  and N .25 
m illio n  w h ile  H on. A do 
O kino  d o n a ted  four 
m o to rcy c les  and N .25 
million.

Ihe A ll P rogressive 
G rand  A llian ce  
(A PG A ) y este rd ay  

p ro te s ted  the a rre s t and 
detention o f  its chairm an, 
Chief Chekwas Okorie by the 
E conom ic and F in an c ia l 
Crimes Commission (EFCC).

A statement yesterday in 
Abuja by the party’s deputy 
national chairman (South), 
Barrister Maxi Okwu said 
O korie  w as d e ta in ed  on 
T uesday  a fte r  he had 
honoured an invitation to the 
commission’s headquarters.

Okw u said  the E F C C ’s 
action amounted to taking 
sid es  in the in te rn a l 
leadership crisis rocking the 
party, and added that the 
detention was illegal.

“It is obvious to any keen 
observer that the purpose o f 
th is  illeg a l and 
unconstitutional detention 
was not only to embarrass but 
a lso  to  p u t him  out o f  
circu la tion  and allow  his

By Habeeb I Pindiga,
| ■ political reporter
traducers opportunity to gain 
som e political advantage.

The EFCC in this case has let 
itse lf  as a w illing  tool to 
political buccaneers who do 
not wish the party well,” the 
statement declared.

Aide vows to drag Yerima 
into presidential race
S

p ec ia l ad v ise r o f  
P o litica l A ffairs to
Governor o f Zamfara 

sta te , Hon. Jam ilu  Jam s 
Kaura has asserted that only 
Governor Ahmed Sani had 
the credentials to become the 
p residen t o f  the country 
come 2007.

He to ld  D aily  T rust in 
Kaduna that the Governor’s 
record as an achiever and 
bridge builder had led to 
calls from all over the country 
for him to contest adding that 
Ahmed Sani is the president 
that Nigeria has missed for 
so long 

“I am in person calling for 
A hm ed Sani Y erim a to 
contest because as Governor 
he constructed over 1,700 
housing units for workers, 
built Zamfara Television, a 
s tad ium  and  saw  to the

Group salutes Masari on This Day award
h p  T P f f i o l o t i u a  n r \r \rrrotn 1 ota/1 tUa  fIhe L eg is la tiv e  
M on ito rin g  G roup 

has

Alhaji Aminu Masari

congratulated the Speaker of 
the  H ouse o f
R ep re sen ta tiv e s , A lhaji 
Aminu Bello Masari on his 
recent conferm ent by This 
D ay  N ew sp ap er as the 
Representative o f  the year.

The LM G , in a 
congratulatory message by its 
N atio n a l co o rd in a to r, 
Ibrahim Kaula Mohammed 
urged the speaker to see his 
award as a tonic for good 
legislation that will improve

the lot o f  the Nigerian people 
who the House represents.

The group noted that the 
award symbolised national 
ap p rec ia tio n  o f  the 
performance o f  the Speaker, 
adding that the award is well 
deserved and timely.

LMG particularly extolled 
speaker M asari’s political 
maturity and sagacity saying 
that these qualities in the 
sp eak er have served  the

nation in good stead.
The legislative Monitoring 

Group vowed that in keeping 
w ith  its  c reed  o f  never 
allowing the labour o f  the 
n a tio n ’s heroes p ast and 
present be in vain, it will 
recommend the Speaker to 
the National Honours Award 
Com m ittee for a national 
award o f  Grand Commander 
o f  the O rder o f  the N iger 
GCON.

Benue PDP chieftain condemns Ali, Anenih’s 
emergence as leaders
C ...............................

|hieftains o f the ruling 
Peoples D em ocratic 

'Party (PDP) in Benue 
state have taken exception to 
the em ergence o f  Senator 
Ahmadu Ali as the Party’s 
National Chairman arguing

From Hir Joseph,
Correspondent (Makurdi)

the party ’s state secretary, 
and Prof. A da U gah, the 
MBA programme Director, 
condemned N EC’s decision

that the election of A lT b y  the lA0/ eplf c^ cl!ief ? g be with 
PDP N atio n a l E xecu tive  A^ adu A1] from Kogi state.

Ih e  trio , who spoke to

b e lie v e r o f  d ia lo g u e  bu t 
m onologue w hich  is not 
healthy for dem ocracy 'in 
Nigeria.

The MBA also condemned 
“ the im p o sitio n  o f  Tony 
Anenih as BOT Chairman, a 
position which was zoned to 
south east under the PDP 
power sharing arrangement.”

The emergence o f Ali and 
A nenih to lead the PDP, 
according to professor Ugah 
has completed the complete 
take over o f the PDP by the 
conservative  w ing o f  the 
party  calling on N igeria’s 
progressives to rise against 
the creeping dictatorship into 
our polity.

PDP N atio n a l E xecu tive  
Council (NEC) is a negation 
o f the party’s zoning formula. 
A cco rd in g  to them , 
somebody from Benue, the 
home state o f  Audu Ogbeh, 
should have been elected to 
com ple te  the  fo rm er 
chairman’s tenure.

A lso , the m id d le -B e lt 
A llian ce  (M B A ) led by 
professor Ada Ugoh viewed 
c h ie f  Tony A n e n ih ’s. 
emergence as chairman o f the 
PDP B oard  o f  T rustees 
(BOT) as a deliberate plan 
to marginalize the south-east 
g eo p o litic a l zone w hich 
according to it (MBA) is to 
produce the BOT’s chairman.

Three ch iefta ins o f  the 
p arty  from  B enue s ta te , 
namely chief Simon Shango, 
Dr. Samuel Ortin, who is also

From  Sani Babadokoj
iCorrespondent Kaduna 

tran sfo rm a tio n s  o f  the 
am ateu r Z am fara  U nited  
team  in to  fo rm id ab le  
premiership club side in the 
country.

“These developments we 
believe he can replicate for 
N igeria not to talk o f  the 
nomerous economic benefit 
that can be derived from his 
personal relationship with 
Islam ic  c o u n tr ie s ,” Hon. 
Jamilu said.

Asked if  Sharia will not 
s tand  in h is w ays as 
Christians are uncomfortable 
with it, Hon. Jamil Kaura 
averred that C hristians in 
Zamfara state can attest to the 
fact that Shari’a has provided 
them with a more conducive 
atmosphere to transact their 
legitimate businesses.

“Sharia is only for Muslims 
but it has brought sanity to 
our society and Ahmed Sani 
w ill no t go and  im pose 
Sharia, for instance in Port 
Harcourt which is a Christiaq 
community.

He said Ahmed Sani would 
be the compromise candidate 
that the north will be best 
advised to settle for between 
Ib rah im  B abang ida  
Muhammadu Buhari, Atiku 
Abubakar and Buba Marwa 
because he is the candidate 
the youths readily identify 
with.

According to him, it is the 
people that are calling for 
Yerima’s consent to contest 
that are behind the posters in 
most cities in the North , 
noting that such is the mark 
o f the Zamfara governor’s 
acceptance in the region

D a ily  Trust sep a ra te ly  
viewed the development as a 
d e lib e ra te  p lan  to sho rt 
change Benue state, which 
acco rd in g  to them , gave 
p re s id en t O basan jo  the 
highest votes both in 1998 
and 2003.

Pro. Ugah who particularly 
accused president Obasanjo 
o f  s ing le  handed ly  
“engineering the removal of 
Ogbeh” said A li’s emergence 
was at the (instance) o f  the 
president.

He said “O basanjo  has 
made h im self an incubus, 
m ilita tin g  ag a in st the 
prog ress o f  N igeria  as a 
family o f  consensus builder. ■ 
By that act, Obasanjo has 
showed him self not to be a

L-R Dr. Umar Dikko, Kaduna state delegate apd Group Captain Usman Jibrin, and Alhaji 
Zakari Yakubu Nasarawa delegates, discussing during the sitting o f  National Political Re- 

Conference in Abuja, yesterday
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Majestic Chelsea show Europe they mean business
  V  It was a strange, fantas- the q u a lity  we have and J. * ex ert his in fluence  in

E ven i f  C helsea ulti 
m ately  fail to be 
crowned kings o f Eu- 

j rope this season, nothing will 
! detract from the majesty of 
their 4-2 Champions League 
win over Barcelona.

The eno rm ity  o f  
^helsea’s victory cannot be 
iv e r-e s tim a ted  and it 
shocked the players them ­
selves.

tic gam e,” striker M ateja 
Kezman said after Tuesday’s 
first knockout stage match. 
“To go 3-0 up against a team 
like Barcelona in less than 20 
minutes, knowing there was 
another 70 minutes to go, was 
a very unusual feeling.

“We dropped a bit when 
they came back to 3-2, that 
was very tough. Bfct the way 
we then came back proved

proved that we can compete 
with, and beat, the best teams 
in Europe.”

Trailing 2-1 from the first 
leg, the Premier League lead­
ers raced into a 4-2 aggregate 
advantage after just 19 min­
utes.

Barcelona went ahead on 
the away goals rule after re­
plying twice before half-time 
through World Player o f the

Year Ronaldinho, the second 
goal a gem  from  the 
Brazilian.

The unrelenting tension 
o f the second half, the stun­
ning skills o f both teams dis­
played on a slippery surface 
and skipper John Terry’s de­
cisive goal 14 minute^ from 
time ensured the match be­
came one o f  the greatest in 
Chelsea’s history.

United struggle to find positives after
T i  K~ an aee r A lex d J d J  J .M an ag er A lex 

F e r g u s o n  
struggled to find 

the positives a fte r Manches­
te r  U n ite d ’s C ham pions 
League elimination by AC 
Milan.

United now have a clearer 
fixture list as they pursue

i Chelsea, for the P rem ier 
L eague title  and lessons 
learned in two tough games 

: against the Italians will pay 
d iv idends in the  fu tu re ,

Ferguson said.
M ilan w on the firs t 

k n o c k o u t round tie 2-0 on 
aggregate after a 1-0 home 
victory in the second leg on 
T uesday thanks to a fine 
headed goal from Argentine 
Heman Cjespo.

“The result frees up our 
fixture list a bit. Chelsea still 
have a lot o f  matches to play 
and you’ve got to remember 
that football is unpredict-

Milan defeat
able," Ferguson said.

“Ju st four w eeks ago 
Juventus had a six-point lead 
in Serie A and now they’re 
level with Milan. The same 
kind o f thing could happen 
to us.”

Second-placed United are 
eight points behind Chelsea 
w ith nine gam es to play. 
Chelsea reached the last eight 
after Jose Mourinho’s team 
eliminated Barcelona after a 
4-2 second leg thriller.

Ferguson put U n ited ’s 
loss to Milan down largely to 
a lack o f experience o f big 
European games. Only three 
United players on Tuesday 
were involved in the 1999 
European Cup-winning cam­
paign - captain Roy Keane, 
Paul Scholes and Ryan Giggs.

Y oungsters W ayne 
R ooney  and C ristiano  
Ronaldo were allowed little 
room by the veteran Milan 
defence while striker Ruud 
van Nistelrooy lacked match 
fitness after being injured. 
The Dutchman fluffed a good 
chance to equalise 20 min­
utes from time.

“I think the quality... 1 am 
happy with that. I am happy 
with the age (of the team) as 
well. They can grow up to­
gether. We are a good team 
and we will get better,” Fergu­
son said.

“They are the right age 
and they can form a forceful 
team for the next five or six 
years.

“Experience counted to­
night. Players o f 19 or 20 are 
not the final product, it is only 
games like these that can give 
you that,” said Ferguson who 
named M ilan’s over-30 de­
fenders C afu  and Paolo 
Maldini as the best players 
in the tie.

M idfielder K eane said 
United did not deserve to 
progress because of their lack 
of punch up front.

“ I th ink  not to have 
scored over the two legs and 
not to have tested  the ir 
keeper a bit more is more dis­
appointing than anything 
else. If  you don’t score in the 
two gam es you d o n ’t de­
serve to go through,” he said.

Even before kickoff pas­
sions Vere running high fol­
lowing the London side’s al­
legations, Barcelona’s riposte 
and UEFA’s infervention af­
ter the controversial first leg 
two weeks ago.

C helsea  a lleged
B arcelona  coach Frank 
Rijkaard had spoken to match 
referee Anders Frisk at half- 
time at the Nou Camp.

The Spanish league lead­
ers denied anything untoward 
had taken place. Chelsea 
coach Jose M ourinho then 
suggested Pierluigi Collina - 
w idely  regarded  as the 
world’s best referee - would 
officiate the second leg.

Although UEFA said they 
opted for C ollina to take 
charge without being influ­
enced by the controversy, the 
backdrop added to the ten­
sion before kickoff.

Perhaps that tension told 
on Barcelona’s players who 
committed a string of woeful 
mistakes early on.

The opening goal after 
eight minutes followed a slip 
by Xavi in midfield which al­
lowed Frank Lampard to feed 
K ezm an the loose ball. 
Kezman crossed for Eidur 
Gudjohnsen to score.

Chelsea were 2-0 up after 
17 minutes when Lampard 
put the ball into the empty net 
after calamitous Barcelona 
defending.

Two m inu tes la ter 
Chelsea made it 3-0 when 
Lampard and the outstanding 
Joe Cole com bined to set 
Damien Duff racing through 
the wilting Barca defence to 
score again.

Barcelona finally woke 
up. Deco, who won the Eu­
ropean Cup with Mourinho at 
Porto last season, began to

ex ert his in fluence  in 
m idfield and C am eroon’s 
Samuel Eto’o began to run at 
the Chelsea backline.

Collina awarded the visi­
tors a penalty after 27 min­
utes w hen Paulo Ferreira 
handled for Ronaldinho to 
score.

Twelve minutes later the 
Brazilian scored again with a 
shot that bamboozled even 
the brilliant Chelsea goal­
keeper Petr Cech. A right­
footed toe-punt was in the 
back o f Cech’s net before he 
could move.

Chelsea, almost assured 
o f the English title, seized a 
place in the quarter-finals 
when Terry pow ered in a 
header from a comer for his 
fourth Cham pions League 
goal o f the season.

B arce lo n a  c laim ed  
Ricardo Carvalho had im ­
peded  g o a lk eep er V ictor 
Valdes on the line and the 
goal should have been disal­
lowed. Collina waved away 
their protests and their hopes.

Strangely both teams de­
fended excellently  for 70 
minutes in a match that pro­
duced six goals, a testimony 
to the skill o f the forwards as 
much as the tenacity of the 
backlines.

The only blot on a memo­
rable night came after the fi­
nal whistle when Eto’o said 
he was racially abused by a 
Chelsea steward and a fracas 
developed as the defeated 
Barca players trudged to ­
wards the tunnel. ,

However, this could not 
detract from a scintillating 
game which put Chelsea, and 
th e ir  R ussian  b illio n a ire  
owner Roman Abramovich, 
just five matches from Euro­
pean glory.

Yamusa berates Eagles’ handlers
A  n thony  Y am usa, the support o f the authori- , , . . .  tough zone, Yamusa urged

F ergu son  .-..the M an ch ester  U n ited  m an ager a ttr ib u ted  h is  
te a m ’s C h am pion s L ea g u e  ex it to  in experien ce

A nthony  Y am usa, 
Team m anager o f  
premier league debu­

tantes, Nasarawa United 
FC has berated  Super 

E a g le s ’ coach C hristian  
Chukwu over the non-exist­
ence of a standing national 
senior team.

“The time Chukwu has/ 
spen t w ith  the E agles is 
enough for him to build a 
standing team since he has

the support o f the authori­
ties,” Yamusa said.

He told the News Agency 
o f Nigeria (NAN) yesterday 
in Abuja that Chukwu should 
change the attitude o f “incon­
sistency” in inviting players 
for the Eagles’ camp.

“Most times Chukwu be­
lieves in names instead o f 
fishing out new players.

“He is always afraid o f 
taking risks by inviting home-

based players for training 
only to dump them at crucial 
matches,” he said.

He criticised the Super 
Eagles’ late build-up to the 
World Cup qualifier against 
Gabon on March 26, adding 
tha t C hukw u shou ld  de- 
emphasise the use o f “ready­
made players”.

On the draws o f the world 
youth soccer championship 
which grouped Nigeria in

Gov. Bukar Ibrahim of 
Yobe on M onday 
flagged off the North 
j East zonal preliminaries o f the 

Nigeria Colleges o f Educa­
tion Games (NICEGA) in 
Gashua, Ba3e Local Govern­
ment Area.

Ibrahim commended or- 
| gan-isers o f the zonal games 
and charged Colleges of Edu­
cation to accord attention to 

I extra-curricular activities like 
i sports apart from academic 
| pursuit.

“Such games had releva- 
ncc especially as sports not 
:>nlv provide a break ft

dious academic activities but 
also contribute immensely 
towards the development of 
mental abilities, alertness of 
students, more so as sports 
was a unifying force,” said 
the governor.

He pledged to rehabilitate 
sports facilities in the College 
o f  Education, Gashua and 
provide financial and logis­
tics support to ensure that 
athletes from the institution 
attended the biennial games 
regularly.

C olleges o f  Education 
from Azare in Bauchi; Jalingo

Borno>, Yola in Adamawa, 
Potiskum, Kashini College of 
Education in Borno are tak­
ing part in the preliminaries. I 
Jigawa College o f  Education I 
is taking part in the games as j 
guests.

Provost o f the host col­
lege, Alhaji Abba Das Kuru. 
appealed to participants and i 
officials for a hitch-free com­
petition, adding: “Competi­
tions such as this should be j 
viewed as a unifying event j 
and not a w in -a t-a ll-co st j 
games.”

Events competed for in- 
eluded Football basketball,

volleyball, handball, hockey, 
ten n is , b adm in ton  and

squash are events to be com­
peted for at the games.

tough zone, Yamusa urged 
Coach Samson Siasia, to seek 
for technical advice from 
more experienced coaches.

The F lying Eagles are 
grouped along with defend-j 
ing champions Brazil, Swit- j  

zerland and South Korea in 
the championship billed to 
kick-off in June in Holland.

“We are in for a tough 
fight. I hope that our grgup- 
ing is not an early exit for us,” 
he said.-

He ca lled  on o lder 
coaches such as Chief Festus j 
Onigbinde, to encourage and 
assist the younger ones es­
pecially Siasia, instead o f 
criticising them at all times.

Shekarau Babes head to Holland March 25
Shekarau Babes FC of 

Kano has been invited 
to take part in an inter­

national tournament in Hol­
land from March 25 to 27.

Alhaji Magaji Danbatta, 
Co-ordinator o f the Federa­
tion o f  Youth S occer 
(FEYSOC), told newsmen in 
Kano on M onday that the 
team was selected following 
its impressive outing during

President Cup in Abuja.
The team had failed to at­

tend the President’s Cup kl* 
Florida, USA last month due 
to visa problem.

Danbatta said, “I am very 
sure with this development 
Gov. Ibrahim Shekarau would 
do everything possible to 
ensure that the team attended 
the championship in Holland.

“It is unfortunate that af-

leased N22 million for the 
Florida trip, the US Embassy 
in Nigeria refused to facilitate 
their visa.”

The co-ordinator com ­
mended the government for 
its contribution to the devel­
opment o f grassroot soccer 
in Kano.

He assured that the team- 
would continue to win more 
laurels not only for Kano but 
also for Nigeria.
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ICC to relocate to Dubai Lopez

Tlhe International Cricket 
Council has confirmed that 
it will relocate its offices 

from England and Monaco to 
D ubai in the U n ited  A rab 
Emirates in August 2005.

In an e-m ail to the News 
A gency o f  N igeria (NAN) in 
Lagos, ICC P residen t Ehsan 
Mani said the movement staff to 
one location would enable the 
organisation to serve its members 
better.

Over recent years the ICC 
has op e ra ted  from  sp lit 

'headquarters, with the cricket 
ad m in is tra tiv e  and a n ti­
corruption elements in London 
and the commercial and financial 
operations in M onaco,” Mani 
said.

“The B oard  has been  
co m m itted  to un ify in g  its 
administration for scyie time and 
after considering a range of offers 
from  around  the w orld , the

Directors were o f the view .that 
Dubai provided the best way 
forw ard for the international 
game.

“The package on offer to 
relocate the ICC to Dubai was 
very attractive and preparations 
are now in an advanced stage to 
move to the Emirate in August 
this year.”

Mani said the decision was 
made even harder by the sport’s 
deep  h is to r ic a l links w ith

England.
“C learly , c r ic k e t’s deep 

association w ith England and. 
particularly Lord’s-as the historic 
home of the sport was a factor 
tha t w eighed  heav ily  in  the 
B o ard ’s d iscu ssio n s on th is 
matter.

“N evertheless, like m any 
international governing bodies 
before us, it is clear that operating 
in the United Kingdom under the 
current system is not in the best

‘Greek league matches are fixed’
The head o f Greece’s state- 

run  b e ttin g  com pany 
believes some matches in 

the Greek football championship 
are fixed.

His rem arks could hardly 
have come at a worse time, having 
been made in the wake o f  an 
investigation by UEFA following 
allegations o f  match-fixing in a 
UEFA Cup m atch p layed  in 
Greece in December.

“I cannot prove it and I think 
it is hard to prove but I believe 
there are fixed games in the Greek 
championship,”

g o v e rn m e n t- a p p o in te d  
Anestis Filipidis, chairman of the 
OPAP gam ing  agency, to ld  
Metropolis radio on Tuesday.

“What we need is clean and 
civilised football and we do not 
have tha t, apart from  a few  
exceptions.

“According to my experience 
and what I have seen, I do not 
th ink  it is im possib le  to fix

games,” he added.
The OPAP gaming agency is 

E u ro p e ’s b ig g es t b e ttin g  
company by market value.

The com m ents m ade by 
Filipidis have upset the Greek 
Football Federation (FA), which 
has been riding the crest o f  a 
wave since the Greek national 
surprisingly won Euro 2004 last 
summer.

“At the moment, we do not 
want to say anything about this. 
M aybe la te r ,” an angry  FA 
official told Reuters.

UEFA, European soccer’s 
governing body, is conducting an 
investigation into match-fixing 
a lleg a tio n s  re la tin g  to las t 
D e c e m b e r’s U EFA  C up tie 
between Panionios o f Athens and 
D inam o T bilisi and possib le 
links to the German refereeing 
scandal.

Panionios beat the Georgian 
team 5-2 in Athens after trailing 
1 -0 at halftime and 2-1 early in

the second half.
British betting com panies 

noted unusually heavy betting on 
ex ac tly  such  a scenario  
prompting the investigation.

In Germany’s biggest soccer 
scandal in decades, referee Robert 
Hoyzer has confessed to fixing 
matches in the German Cup and 
lower leagues in return for money 
from gamblers and has said the 
ring also fixed matches in Austria 
and Greece.

The Greek FA has already 
asked the Germans for details

regarding H oyzer’s testimony 
relating to alleged illegal betting 
and m atch-fixing activities in j 
Greece.

A lthough  OPAP has 
prev iously  expressed doubts 
over the legitimacy o f the Greek 
league, this is the first time its : 
head  has open ly  said  som e 
matches were being fixed.

OPAP does no t in c lu d e  | 
G reek  gam es in its  b ig g est 
football betting game “Let’s bet” j 

which includes matches from | 
around the world.

interests o f  our members.”
Mani thanked the MCC for 

providing a home for the ICC 
since it w^s foupded in 1909.

“I would like to thank the 
MCC for its*role in running and 
then hosting the ICC over the 
past 96 years. This support will 
be reco g n ised  in a m ore 
appropriate w ay at a suitable 
tim e and we will continue to 
work closely with an organisation 
that remains the guardian of the 
Laws o f the Game.”

Saeed A1 Muntafiq, Director 
General o f  Dubai Development 
and In v es tm en t A u thority , 
welcomed the ICC’s decision.

“We welcome the relocation 
o f  the ICC to the Em irate o f 
Dubai,” A1 Muntafiq said.

“To have one o f the world’s 
major sports choose Dubai for 
its new Global Headquarters is a 
significant compliment for the 
region. It is evidence that leading 
sporting organisations recognise 
D ubai as an im pressive and 
suitable location for maximising 
the impact o f their sports.”

Jbel

Pennant drops drink-driving appeal
A rsenal midfielder Jermaine 

/ \  Pennant has dropped his 
A. X ap p ea l against a three- 
month ja il sentence for drink 
d riv in g , co u rt s ta f f  said  on 
Tuesday.

A staff member at Aylesbury 
C row n C ourt confirm ed  the 
fo rm er E ng land  under-21

midfielder had changed his mind 
after saying he w ould appeal 
immediately after his sentence 
last week.

Pennant, once tipped as one 
of England’s brightest footballing 
talents, pleaded guilty to drink- 
driving and driving while banned 
after police caught him driving a

M ercedes w ith  a lam p post 
• dragging underneath.

At the time, he was already 
serving a 16-month driving ban 
fo r an ea rlie r  d rin k -d riv in g  
offence.

He w as on loan  to 
Birmingham City when he was 
jailed.

Valencia are much better 
o rg an ised  u nder 
coach  A nton io  Lo1 
than under former boss Clau 

R an ieri, club  cap ta in  D avid 
Albelda said.

“We have im proved tacti­
cally, and we now go into games 
knowing much more about our 
rivals style o f  play,” the Spain 
international told sports daily 
Marca on Tuesday.

Lopez succeeded Ranieri last 
month, after the former Chelsea 
boss was sacked eight months 
into his second spell at the club, 
following their shock UEFA Cup 
exit to Steaua Bucharest.

U nder L opez, V alencia’s 
performances have improved and 
they have taken three points 
from Real Beds, and achieved 
creditable draws against high­
flying Real Madrid and Sevilla.

“We are putting in the same 
amount o f effort as before but 
the results are different because 
we are in the positions we should 
be in on the field,” added Albelda.

“Before we always tried, but 
tactically we weren’t well orga­
nised.

“Now we are sticking with a 
fixed line up, and we are also 
getting some injured players back 
like (Roberto) Ayala.”

V alencia , las t se a so n ’s 
champions, are fifth in La Liga, 
one p o in t beh in d  V illa rrea l 
th o u g h  w ith  a w orse  goal 
difference.

AN EXQUISITE OFFICE COMPLEX IN CENTRAL AREA, ABUJA

LOCATION: PLOT 259, Cadastral Zone AO, 
Abuja. 

PROPERTY: Office complex of 5 floors,
with open floor plan and 
Warehouses on the ground 
floor completed with modem 
and High-tech finishes

SITE AREA; 18,600 m2
(Half is fully developed)

FACILITIES: Central Sewage System,
Uninterrupted Water supply 
Generator House,
Dedicated 350kva Transformer 
800kva & 200kva Generators 
2 Diesel Tanks of 11,000 

Litres each 
8 Passenger Lift 
Court Yard 
Car Park

P R i r F *  N600m (covering the building, facilities and 
the underdeveloped portion)

Interested buyers should send their offer to General Manager, 
Property & Insurance, P.O. Box 2508, Lagos not later than 4th April 2005.



damawa United Foot 
ball Club are taking 

• missed promo- 
i case to a higher level, as 

officials o f  the club have con­
cluded arrangements to stonn 
the FIFA headquarters in 
Zurich any moment from now.

It will be a follow up to a 
protest letter earlier submit­
ted to the world soccer gov-

Adamawa storm FI FA over promotion ticket

V

A  very reliable source dis­
closed to KICK OFF that the 
cfcb chairman Emmanuel Zita 
and the Adamawa State Com­
m issioner for Youths and 
Sports, Adamu Gumm have 
been pencilled down for the

To underscore their seri­
ousness over the promotion 
saga and boost their claim for 
automatic promotion from the 
Pro League Division 1A last 
season, the Adamawa State 
government has already ap-

Ni g e r i a  Ga b o n  w o r l d  c u p  c r a c k e r

lion naira for the trip to 
Zurich, the source further 
confirmed to KICK OFF.

Adamawa United, who 
made good their threat to 
boycott the Premier League 
promotion playoff in Kaduna

in January, said they are still 
hopeful they will feature in die 
top flight once FIFA inter­
venes.

It would be recalled that

from Adamawa to substanti­
ate their claims. The club’s 
officials have since complied, 
and have also copied the Ni­
geria Football Association.

Doubts over Okocha’s fitness
r I  There are fears about the Manchester Citvanrl fnilorltn r . i .  . • _  k jThere are fears about the 

fitness level o f  Super 
Eagles and Bolton skip­

per Austin ‘Jay Jay’ Okocha 
as Nigeria prepare for their 
crucial World Cup qualifier at 
home to Gabon later this 

! month.
Incidentally, Okocha also 

| missed Nigeria’s last qualify- 
| ing game against Gabon in 
| Libreville because o f  fitness 
| problems.

The inspirational 1 
playmaker has been ruled out I 

j o f Saturday’s FA Cun — 
;‘cr-final crunch tie against: 
! Arsenal at the Reebok Sta- j 
i dium due to a hamstring in­
jury, and it may take another 

j full week for him to heal up 
i completely.

Okocha picked up the i  

•problem during Monday’s 1- j 
0 Premiership victory at L

Manchester City and failed to 
appear for the second half. 
According to reports from 
the Bolton medical staff, the 
2004 Nations Cup MVP is 
likely to require at least a 
week’s recovery before he will 
be back on the pitch again

Bolton boss Sam 
Allardyce lamented the in­
jury to his skipper, which is 
expected to prevent him from 
lining up against The Gun­
ners, and by extension, the 
Super Eagles unless he re­
covers well on time.

T h e only disappoint 
ment is that Jay-Jay is going 
to miss out on the cup tie,” 
said Allardyce. “He will prob­
ably take a minimum of seven 
days to recover and Saturday 
will be too soon for him and 
that’s a great shame.^  “ mi ■» a  g ic a i  snam e.

Bauchi soccer clubs set to
T
football clu

he managements o f  
Wikki Tourists, 
Zabgai and Wunti

!ubs m  Bauchi on 
Monday decided to sink ihe 
differences, which had alien­
ated their fans.

The News Agency o f Ni­
geria (N A N ) reports that 
Wunti FC and Zabgai FC are 
amateur sides.

Officials o f  both clubs 
visited the chairman o f  the 
Wikki Tourists, A lhaji 
Abdullahi Danbaba in his of­
fice in a bold move to end the 
bad blood the rivalry had 
caused.

A statement signed by 
Malam Rabiu Bello, Wikki 
Tourists quoted Wunti FC 
c h a i r m a n ,  M a la m  tdris 
Abdullalii as saying during 
the visit thlt the two clubs 
had decided to end the fric­
tion between diem .

Abdullahi described the 
trend where each club plot

ACB 
Football 

Club plan 
—return

A  CB Football C lub is to
i Z A  be revived soon to 
f  ^-become a model club
in Africa, as the bank moves 
to make more N igerians  
happy.

The Managing Director 
o f  ACB International Bank,

| John Udeka told KICK OFF 
that the bank is currendy sell­
ing 25 billion ordinary shares 
at 80 kobo each to encourage 
football fans to buy into the 
bank.

N icknamed * Lagos Rang­
ers’ for their similar brand o f  
robust football with their 
Enugu counterparts, ACB 

I Football Club were once fa­
mous in Lagos State where 
they shared supremacy with 

| Stationery Stores, NEPA and 
j Julius Berger.

The club was disbanded 
in the mid 90s after playing in 
the Nigerian top division for 
more than a decade.

Famous Nigerian  
internationals who donned 
the yellow and green colours 
o f  ACB in the past include 
longest-serving former Super 
Eagl es captain Stephen 
Keshi, Henry Nwosu, Austin 
Eguavoen, W illy Okpara, 
Chidi Nwanu and Moscow i

end rivalry
ted  th e H pstm rtiriri ^ted the destruction o f  the 
other as ugly, adding that it 
had adversely affected the 
progress o f  the clubs.

He said they had resolved 
to chart a new course by work­
ing harmoniously with one 
another.

Abdullahi appealed to the

management o f Wikki Tour­
ists to settle all outstanding 
transfer fees owed the two 
amateur clubs to consolidate 
the new development.

Thanking them for the 
visit, the Wikki chairman 
promised to pay the out­
standing transfer fees.

Okocha ...has picked up a hamstring injury during a 
Premiership nuOch against Manchester City.—   — ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------°  “  premiership match against Manchester City.

AFN wants states to hold competitions
r p h e A t h le h e  Federation “i f  they are going to se- geria (N A N ) rcportVthat F  1 / 1 1 1 1 1 / 1 1 , 5  

I  or  Nigeria (AFN s) Iprt athlptpc tKm/m u o * —  a c x t <*_____   ,  • . ■__-___ « /.
JL ;

o f  Nigeria (A F N ’s) 
zonal meets which has 

been restricted to under-23 
athletes in each o f  the six 
geo-political zones will com­
pel the states to organise 
competitions to select their 
teams. Abdrtl-kariHI AtiiU, 
AFN’s Technical Committee 
Chairman has said.

Amu said it was up to the 
state AAAs to draw up stan­
dards for selecting athletes to 
represent them at the zonal 
meets.

lect athletes, they must evolve 
some parameters for such se­
lections, as those states that 
will just sit down to select 
athletes will not do well,” he 
noted.

He observed that the 
deed for fairness would com­
pel them to stage selection 
trials.

Amu said the AFN meets 
would enable the state 
AAA’s take control o f  their 
athletes.

The News Agency o f Ni-

AFN’s focus now restricts 
athletes to take part only in 
meets in their zones only in­
stead o f  the previous practice 
o f participating in all meets 
by travelling long distances.

“Nobody can now con 
tiM S
such as Kano or Calabar are 
too far away. Ibadan, venue 
o f  this w eekend’s South- 
West meet, is certainly not a 
considerable distance from 
Oshogbo, Abeokuta, Lagos, 
Ekiti orOndo. Other meets are^   *■------------------------------------------  V/1, v' vvr. U1 ini- 1-mu ui vyiKio. vainer m eets are

Sports devt: Gabros official lam basts govt
G

abros International t,le enthusiasm o f  youths in- ment in the state  »nH n m » i  ®abros International 
FC o f  Nnewi has de 
cried the dwindling 

fortunes o f  soccer and other 
sports in Anambra.

Club secretary Ikye 
Igbokwe told the N ew s 
Agency o f  Nigeria (NAN) 
that the government should 
be held responsible for the 
decline o f  sports in the state 
because o f  its lack o f inter- 
est, attention and encourage­
ment.

He said past administra­
tions in the state never 
show ed keen interest in 
sports development, except 
the Jim Nwobodo regime in 
the then old Anambra.

“Anambra State has the 
best footballing and other 
sports talents in the country 
b u t la c k  o f  government en-

WUiiUlUUIl cA pectea to  Jast eTght hours

the enthusiasm o f  youths in­
terested in sports,” he said.

Igbokwe urged the state 
government to show the way 
by sponsoring sports activi­
ties in the schools and local 
government areas before lur­
ing the corporate bodies for 
co-operation. “Sports is all 
about talents you discover 
and nurture through 
competitions. No amount o f  
m oney spent on sports, 
especially football, is a waste. 
It is an industry providing 
em ploym ent to teem ing  
youths,” he said.

Gov. Oiji Uzor Kalu, he 
said, had shown what ben­
efits could be derived from 
sports by turning Enyimba 
FC into a big business.

Igbokwe lamented that 
.there w a s not even a mioi_sta-_

ment in the state and urged 
the government to have a re­
think because sports, espe­
cially football, was a great 
mobiliser o f  people.

He said that between  
1994 and 1998, three 
professional clubs - Jasper 
United, Udoji United and 
Gabros - were making waves 
in the national league, but 
today where are they, only 
Gabros is still surviving  
because the government had 
failed  to assist them  
financially.

Igbokwe said league  
matches at the Rojenny Sta­
dium, Oba, then used to gross 
about N1.3 million but now 
league matches at the same 
venue fetched as low  as 
N20,000. “How then can they 
survive to fly the state’s flag 
at the national competitions 
when they run the game with 
nothing in return and the state 
government is not assisting?” 

Gabros now play their 
home matches at Aba, Abia, 
instead o f in Anambra, its ori­
gin.

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE RESILTS
A rsenal

B ayern L everkusen

J u v en tu s

Bayern M unich 0

L iverpool 3

R e a l  M a d r id  0

attached.
VJ U1̂  WCiC regular flood wiping away 

some villages like Bussa,

being organised for contigu­
ous states.”

The AFN Technical chief 
reitertated that the federation 
would be very firm on the new 
under-23 age restriction for 
the meets.

8 who do no* pro­
duce their birth certificates 
will not be allowed to take 
part. And we will not accept 
any swont declarations,” he 
stressed.

Amu said the six states in 
the South-West could regis­
ter a maximum o f  10 athletes 
and two officials each, for 
whom die AFN would take 
officially responsibility.

He, however, added that 
“they are at liberty to register 
any number o f athletes for the 
competition”.

He disclosed that there 
would be no entry standards, 
for the meets.

“An event is only valid 
when the competing athletes 
are up to foes'. It is also when 
a maximum o f four athletes 
complete an event that it be­
comes valid”

The six zonal meets for 
the 2005 athletic season are 
scbethiledas follows: Ibadan 
(March II and March 12), 
Bauchi (March 25 and March 
2§) and Calabar (April 22 to 
April 23>

Others are: Enugn (May 
6 to May 7), Abuja (May 21 
to May 22) and Kano (June 3 
to June 4).

A Doping Seminar for all 
athletes and officiate would 
be held in each o f the zones 
during the meets, to he co n ­
ducted by the AFN’s Anti 
'J o n i w ,-   -

attack at the confab for their I 
Contd. on Pg 2
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n Monday morning I got a telephone call from 
Akin Oshuntokun, the managing director o f  the 
News Agency o f Nigeria. We had established a 

relationship with Akin, before the 2003 elections, when 
he was part o f the Obasanjo campaign team. He came to 
our offices a couple o f  times to explain the perspective o f  
candidate Obasanjo, as well as sometimes, even to take 
us up on what he perceived to be our bias against his 
candidate. These visits included an opportunity we gave 
him to attend our editorial board meeting, in order to get a 
first hand experience o f  .our often robust debates o f  is­
sues, national and international.

Akin had just finished reading Kabiru Yusuf’s column 
for the week, THE KUKAH I DIDN’T KNOW, which I 
felt was particularly well written and so reflective o f  the 
deep anger in many parts o f  Nigeria about the curious 
choices Obasanjo made for the leadership o f  the National 
Conference. Akin asked me after the usual greetings, i f  
people really felt that strongly about the# choice o f  two 
Christians, Justice Niki Tobi and Rev. Fr. Mathew Hassan 
Kukah, as the head o f the conference. I replied that the 
passion generated was very deep and it seemed to have 
become a trend for Obasanjo to make such insensitive 
appointments.

But Akin would not have any o f that! He reminded me 
o f the nationalist credentials o f  President Obasanjo; add-* 
ing for effect, that in the South West, Obasanjo is be­
lieved to be more Northern than the average Northerner. I 
was quick to reply-that the nationalist Obasanjo has trans­
muted, and has become more tribalist than the typical 
Afenifere zealot.

However, I also underlined the fact that I have had the 
•  opportunity in the past three years to meet Obasanjo on 

different occasions, citing the Sallah meeting we held with 
him at his Otta residence on November 29th, 2003 as an 
example.

I was happy about the nationalist forthrightness o f  his 
answer to a question from one o f  the Lagos journalists 
who had queried the distribution o f Value Added Tax rev­
enue nationally, especially to the Sharia states, who they 
accuse t)f iidt alidWlttg the Consumption df aieohol but 
would not mind to eolleet VAT revenue aeeruing from the 

'sale o f  alcohol in the southern stated QfeaMfiflje had given 
a short shrift to the question, and re-iterated that we are 
attempting to build one country; such*a country cannot 
be built on the basis o f  discriminatory practices.

We had ended our discussion on Monday morning with 
-  Akin Oshuntokun agreeing that there is the need to under­

stand ourselves better in Nigeria across all our divides, 
but above all the actions o f the government must at all 
times respect the sensitivities o f  the Nigerian people. It 
was significant that this conversation took place, because 
in many ways, it confirmed that people take very seri­
ously the opinions that we labour each week to paste on 
the pages o f our newspapers, including the people in gov- 
emment. It is however also indicative o f  the alienation o f  
the people in government from the broad opinions o f  vari­
ous constituencies in Nigeria, that Akin Oshuntokun would 
be asking me i f  the issue o f the leadership o f  the National 
Conference was something to be worried about at all.

My surprise comes from the constituency that Akin 
represents, the vocal, newspaper-based, elite o f  the south 
west and the Lagos area, who for several years, spent 
each day o f  their access to the Lagos press to lampoon 
governmental appointments or policies' in Nigeria’s recent 
past, that seemed to favour either Northern Nigeria or the 
Muslim community in general. It has beceme unfashion­
able, now that Obasanjo is in government, and everything 
apparently seems to be skewed in the direction o f the 
Yomba elite and the south west, for commentators to be 
critical o f  Obasanjo and his administration.

"? The truth is that there is a Conflict o f perception in the 
public arena today in Nigeria, about the policy choices, 
and performance o f  the Obasanjo administration. The spin 
doctors o f  the regime would like us to believe that these 
are the best o f  times for Nigeria; and who can blame them? 
The business lobby around the president is creaming off

Between performance and perfection^
huge sums o f money in all kinds o f  business deals and 
would therefore want Obasanjo to be seen in the bdst 
light possible.

On the other hand, the majority o f  the Nigerian people 
cannot understand why a supposedly democratic regime 
would be so hell bent on imposing policy instruments that 
cause so much hardship for them. At the street level, the 
perception o f Obasanjo is one o f  an uncaring, vindictive

By Is’haq Moddibo Kawu 
ka'Yuniodibboia vahoo.com
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president, whose years iH power have witnessed an in* 
eredibie inflow o f money imo the nation’s goffers, but

hostile to the poor, enamoured o f foreigners, beholden to 
a business clique, and captive o f  technocrats doing the 
biddings o f impenalism and foreign transnational capital.

Unfortunately for Obasanjo, his clique o f  technocrats 
deepen his alienation from the people because o f  their ar­
rogance and disdain for the Nigerian people. They also 
compound their arrogance with an incredible level o f  in­
competence which has cost Nigeria so much. For ex­
ample the major plank o f the government’s economic pro­
gram is the unconstitutional process o f  privatisation o f  
our national asset.

Yet despite all their arrogant posturing the program 
has been so badly handled and Nigeria has been so thor­
oughly short changed in many o f these deals. We all re­
member the SOLGAS fiasco in respect o f Nigeria’s most 
important industrial project, the Ajaokuta Steel Complex. 
The SOLGAS chaps were brought in, and at a point even 
the Secretary to the Government o f the Federation had to 
issue a query, when allegations surfaced that they were 
beginning to pilfer equipment from the complex. After 
much damage, SOLGAS was eased out, an Indian outfit 
took over, and nobody was punished for the SOLGAS 
deal.

Obasanjo also gave out our National Hospital to a Brit­
ish consortium, ev$n when Nigerians were administering 
the institution voty  competently. But in the spirit o f  his 
regime, total surrender to the neoliberal doctrine o f  mar­
ket place capitalism, only foreigners are good enough to 
run big institutions. And run it they did, into crisis! Their 
incompetence became such an embarrassment that they 
were eventually eased out, after ensuring that our coun­
try has lost a tidy sum o f  money. But in tune with the anti­
corruption image o f  the regime, "again nobody was pun-
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ished for the loss that our country suffered.
Then there is the PENTASCOPE mother o f  all deals! 

So .incredible was the disadvanwge to Nigeria, that the 
then new ly-appointed M inister o f  Com m unications, 
Cornelius Adebayo wrote a many-page memo to Presi­
dent Obasanjo, about the PENTASCOPE agreement. In 
less than two years, NITEL made a transition from being 
one o f the most liquid government agencies, with a tre­
mendous capacity for growth, to an agency that has to 
borrow money to pay salaries! All in the context o f  the 
madness o f  selling our country by the Obasanjo regime!

Despite all these failings, the chaps Obasanjo gave the 
mandate to run the show have been so arrogantly unre­
pentant. Nasir el-Rufai, the architect o f the PENTASCOPE 
deal, told the National Assembly body investigating the 
deal that “I have no apology to give. I have moved on and 
I have been promoted for what I did in BPE. We were the 
ones given the responsibility and we did it and our bosses 
were pleased.” So with this type o f  mindset, it is obvious 
that Nigeria is in deep trouble with Obasanjo and his tech­
nocrats.

Obasanjo believes fervently that his charity begins 
abroad, especially in the capitals o f  the Western coun­
tries. He jumps at every opportunity to go to Europe and 
America, cant resist photo opportunities with George Bush, 
Tony Blair and others. To get their endorsement he zeal­
ously implements their recommended economic policies. 
The trips around the world are said to be in aid o f  getting 
debt relief, yet even he has just confessed that he had not 
made a headway in respect ?f debt relief. But I guess that 
he must have bought a new pair o f  knee pads, because he 
has also announced that he will begin His last roun'd o f  
trips around the world to b g for d^bt relief! We can safely 
assume that the new round of journey will last till 2007, 
and the result is similarly predictable, He will fail again I 

It must however rankle Obasaiyo and his spin doe=
tors, who cant stop telling us the progress are making 
to see a new index on failed states or candidates for fail­
ure, which is based on a selected “Low Income Coun­
tries’ Under Stress (LICUS)” as defined by the World Bank 
to include Nigeria. This is according to the latest edition 
o f THE ECONOMIST Magazine. The report says that 
“states can fail because o f external shocks, or they can 
decay from within, or both.”

Nigeria, according to the report has an estimated 
136million people and in 2002 it has a GDP per person o f  
$300, while the annual GDP, percentage change, per per­
son, between 1990 and 2002 is -0.30 The report further 
stressed that a couple o f  Oxford University based intel­
lectuals “have tried to measure the cost o f a typical poor 
country becoming a LICUS, ie, as unstable as‘Nigeria or 
Indonesia... They added together an estimate o f  growth 
forgone because o f  instability and an esjimate o f  the spill 
over effect on neighbouring countries, and arrived at the 
startling figure o f  S82 billion.”

The argument that Nigeria is potentially a failed state 
is one that the government can be expected to take very 
seriously, because it is coming from a source that they 
have courted in recent times, THE ECONOMIST o f Lon­
don which recently organised an investment forum at­
tended by Obasanjo himself.

A way out o f  the impasse? The six hundred million 
naira voted for image laundegng can become useful here. 
The Nigerian political elite is a past master o f the art of 
throwing money at problems, instead o f  creatively think­
ing out the solution to the issues at hand. It is not likely 
that they would do things differently with this new prob­
lem. So between performance and perception, Obasanjo j  

isn’t just faring well in his husbandry o f the Nigerian state. 
The perception is far more negative than the credible per­
formance. But he still has up to 2007 to make an effort in


