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T o KULE Ur ruoLI.HI ul THZ
DISSEMINATION OF ENOWLEDGE

~....Being an address by the Director of the National Library of Nigeria, Mr. S. B. Aje, at the annual

conference of the Nigeria Publishers Association held at Ibadan recently.

The President, distinguished ladies
and gentlemen. It gives me great plea-
sure to have this privilege of address-
ing you this year while you are about
to commence your annual general me-
eting. | have looked forward to this
opportunity to meet you in a body to
discuss matters of mutual interest to
us: you as producers of the material
receptacles of knowledge and we as the
disseminators of knowledge and aiders
its consumers.

| am therefore grateful to the Pre-
sident, Mr. M. O. Akinyele, who acce-
ded to my request and who has alloted
time to the discussion. | also appreciate
your response to attend this extra-or-
dinary session. Let me hope that our
association will become stronger on
the basis of the common interest bet-
ween us so that we may serve our clien-
tele more effectively and with increa-
sed profit to all.

The Roie of Publishing.

Publishing represents a vital and in-
dispensable function in the knowledge
industry. There is no gainsaying the
fact that without publishing knowted-
ge cannot be effectively disseminated
in a world of rapid development. It can
also be proved that it is publishing that
has escalated the pace of development
in the world. Publishing as we know
it today has become a highly technolo-
gical process but it still must not lose
its professionalism which inheres in the
essential philosophy that dissemination
constitutes the vitamin which sustains
the growth of knowledge. Dissemina-
tion is the elemental process compara-
ble to the natural phenomenon of the
dispersal of seeds which leads to pro-
pagaticn of the species of a plant, as
we know very well.

The world has become conscious of
the processes of producing and propa-
gating knowledge. The publisher is the
catalyst. At the other end is the au-
thor's audience who constitute the con-

sumer of the product. The consumer
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in his own case is besieged by an ava-
lanche of the products of knowledge
and he needs to quickly identify the
various components, particularly tho-
se of them that are of immediate in-

terest to him.

put out on sale by a small group of
people somewhere in Gongola State
of Nigeria on a subject that is of inte-
rest to this man in a small village in
India? This is where standardisation
comes in and the world is moving to-

MR. S.

This:is a fromidable problem. There-
fore the consumer is anxious to devise
ways of rapid identification so that se-
lection, that is, choice for eventual con-
sumption may be quicker. Not only
that, he also wants to be in control
to the extent of being aware of what
is available to him to use from and use.
This is not easy particularly in a world
of rapid generation of ideas that are
quickly made known and not kept sec-
ret. The situation is further aggravated
by increasing shortage of time for what
there is to do.

Universal Bibliographic Control

A global approach to the problem
of awareness and also to the whole qu-
estion of identification has become im-
perative. How does a man in India be-
nefit from a pamphlet published and

B. AJE

wards accord in this matter so as to
create general awareness for everybody
and to facilitate choice of items of
knowledge to the average seeker. The
concept that has emerged for solving
the problem is known as Universal Bi-
bliographic Control (UBC).

In the recent past several bodies ha-
ve addressed themselves to this pro-
gramme and as of today three areas
have attained a reasonable degree of
stability which is mainfested in various
systems.

ISBN

The first system is the International
Standard Book Number (ISBN). This
ensures that every book, that is, mono-
graphs published anywhere in the wor-
Id is assigned a unique number which
cannot be taken by any other mono-



graph. This monograph will always be
identified by that number only. There
are many advantages to this. One of
these covers ordering, making it faster
and less expensive of time, energy and
material. Another advantage derives
from the fact that information about
each publication is stored in one cent-
ral data bank in the world.

This facilitates dissemination so that
any interested personts can be made
aware of the existence of a monogiaph
publication, however small. By colla-
tory there is an automatic guaranteed
extension of the market for that single
item in the world.

How does this work? It is simple.
There is a central Data Bank located in
Berlin by concensus of all the agencies
which initiated the system. All nations
of tl.e world are, however, welcome to
participate in it free of charge. Each
national, linguistic or geographical unit

Let us look at the other side of the
coin. Ifa pui)lisher is not registered for
this purpose his publications cannot be
fed into the international data bank
and the advantages listed above dre-
lost.

There are cases of publishing houses
incorporated in Nigeria but affliated to
an international headquarters located
outside the country.

The international headquarters in
some cases allocate block numbers to
these houses for application in Nigeria.
Invariably the numbers relate to the
country in which ‘the headquarters is
located or the language block in which
it operates. Such numbeérs applied to
publications originated and produced
in Nigeria impose one fundamental dis-
advantage.

In the centrai data bank the publica-
tions do not register as Nigerian, and
do not match with Nigerian publica-

only numbers allocated in Nigeria by

‘the competent authority, which is the

National Library of Nigeria.
ISSN

The second system is known as the
International Standard Serial Number.
This, the ISSN, is a unique code for the
identification of serial publications,
which can be used wherever informa-
tion on serials needs to be recorded or
communicated. It operates in the In-
ternational Serial Data System (ISDS)
with headquarters in Paris. Initially fi-
nanced by the UNESCO and the Go-
vernment of France, the International
Centre (IC) has now been constituted
by statute as an organ of the member
states of UNESCO under a General As-
sembly consisting of member states wh-
ich have acceded to the statutes and set
up national centres.

Nigeria has satisfied the two condi-

“...A global approach to the problem of awareness and also to the whole question of identification has
become imperative. How roes a man in India benefit from a pamphlet published and put out on sale by a
small group of people somewhere in Gongola State of Nigeria on a subject that is of interest to this man in

a small village in India?”’

has been allocated a group identifier
either on linguistic, national or politi-
cal basis.

For example, Nigeria has a choice
of taking the same number in the Eng-
lish-speaking block or one as a country
Nigeria. We have chosen the latter and
it is 978. This is so recorded in the
International Data Centre;

Here in Nigeria, we can register eve-
ry publisher and allocate them num-
bers within the group indentifier 978.
Each number is made of ten digits of
which the group identifier has already
accounted for three. The rest is divided
between the publisher identifier, the
serial number of the book and a tenth
digit which is a check.

There is a national agency in each
country to allocate the numbers and
to keep a record of items published
with the numbers The National Libra-
ry of Nigeria is the agency for Nigeria.
As all books issued in Nigeria are re-
quired to be deposited in the National
Library by law (National Library De-
cree 29 of 1970 Section 4) the Nation-
al Bibliography of Nigeria which lists
such publications also records the num-
bers. :

tions. They count for the country of
the international headquarters of the
publishing house. As a result Nigeria is
losing in terms of the score of nui.eri-
cal output. Even though it is actually
producing it is the other country that
takes the count and the credit.

This is not only anomalous, it is
grossly unfair and it should be checked.
For record purposes not only should
Nigeria as a country know what it pro-
duces in quantitative terms, the world
should also know and recognise it. The
ISBN, locally assigned is the answer to
that.

To be specific any ISBN starting wi-
th 978 represents a Nigerian publica-
tion. If it starts with O (zero) it is of
English origin and could come from
the United Kingdom or Canada. | urge
that we avoid this pitfall by securing
independence in this regard from any
overseas international headquarters.
Nothing will be lost, but the house will
gain credit for what it achieves.

| therefore appeal to all those who
have not registered in Nigeria to do so,
soonest and those who have hitherto
used numbers allocated outside Nige-
ria to desist from doing so, and use

tions and is a member of the General
Assembly. The national centre for Ni-
geria is located in the National Library
of Nigeria. Under the statute, a Govern-
ing Board elected from among the me-
mbers of the General Assembly runs
the affairs of the Interhational Centre.
The first Board has been elected and a
Nigerian, the speaker, is the current
President.

The International Centre is the data
bank for serials throughout the world.
It allocates block numbers to the vari-
ous nations. Here allocation is by po-
litical entity either a nation or region.
The national centre assigns numbers
to serials.

It is therefore the responsibility of
publishers of serials to get in touch
with the National Library of Nigeria
for allocation of numbers to their res-
pective titles.

One number goes to each title and
is of constant application to appear on
every issue without variation. All that
has been said for ISBN applies to the
ISSN in the area of its importance.

ISBD

While the foregoing systems take
5
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care of the counting of publications
1ssued as monographs and serials for
awareness and identification, another
system known as International Stand-
ard Bibliographic Description (ISBD)
assures accurate recording of data rela-
ting to the publication for easy ex-
change. All countries are expected to
issue lists -of publigations emanating
from their respective territories in the
name known as national bibliography.

The measure taken to ensure com-
prehensive listing is legal deposit, whi-
ch is provided for and is operative in
Nigeria. An agreement has now been re-
ached on the format for recording data
on publications in the national biblio-
grapheis. This is convertible to compu-
ter format for producing machine rea-
dable catalogues (MARC): which faci-
litates exchange of information throu-
ghout the world.

ISBD recognises specific areas such
as author, title, publisher, price, etc,
which must be clearly provided on any
given publication and be identified eas-
ily. Experience has shown that many
Nigerian publishers do not observe the-

se basic requirements. Books have been
issued without a definite title The

title-page has become standardised in
its contents, but not all publishers
seem to be aware of this Items like
place and date of publication are
freguently absent, not to talk of the
price

It is realised that the physical pre-
sentation of Nigerian books do not as
yet in many cases allow for printing
on the price of the book. When the
Nigerian book begins to arrive with
dust jackets, may be this will be pos-
sible.

(a)  Title and statement of authorship

area

Title and statement of authorship
are important for the identification of
a book therefore a standard book must
have a destinctive title, and clear infor-
mation about the intellectual respon-
sibility for the work. That is, there
must be printed on the title page of the
book, - the title and the correct form
of the authors’ names. In this connec-
tion attention is drawn to 1SO/R1068-
1969: Title leaves of a book. Every
publisher should have this. Similarly,
ISO/R—8S—19864: Layout of periodi-
cals will be much help.
(b)  Edition

Edition statement is also very im-
portant for identification of a publi-

cation. Edition statement should be
printed on the title page. It is also ne-
cessary to know if a book was pre-
viously published, either in another
country or by a different publisher.
Such information, or the history of
the book usually appears on the verso
of the title page.
(c) Imprint

Imprint information is important
from the point of view of the book
trade and for retrieval purposes. Imprint
is made up of (i) the place of publica-
tion; (ii) name of publisher; and (iii)
date of publication in that order. Im-
print information is not complete with-
out any of these three elements. Date
of publication for example, is useful
for knowing the currency of a publi-
cation and the number of publications
produced in a country within a parti-
cular period.

The place of publication helps to
know the particular location cf the
publisher concerned. It has to be the
city, town or village. With complete
imprint information, publishers can be
easily contacted in order to purchase
more copies of the publications.

(d) Collation

Collation means the physical make
up of the publication i.e. pagination,
number of volumes, binding, accom-
panying ‘materials, etc. What is requi-
red here is that all publications should
be properly and distinctively numbe-
red. Number of pages helps to diffe-
rentiate a pamphlet from a book.
When number of pages is recorded on
the catalogue card, it helps the reader
to know how big or how small the pa-
rticular publication is. When a publi-
cation is numbered it facilitates refe-
rences.

(e) Series

If a publication is part of a series,
such information should be indicated
on the book, either in the prelimina-
ries or in the subsidiaries. Series state-
ment helps readers who are interested
in publication of particular series, e.g.
Heinemann’s African Writer Series.

(f)  Notes

Notes qualify and amplify the for-
mal descirption of a publication. The-
refore the publisher can include any
information in the preliminaries of a
book which can bring out background
information or help to understand the
content of the book. Notes can be gi-
ven on the title, author, or content
of the book.

(g) ISBN, Binding and Price

The international standard book nu-
mber (ISBN), binding and price con-
stitute a unique identification of a pu-
blication. The inclusion of ISBN on a
publication, whereby each item pro-
duced by a publisher bears this uni-
que number which also identifies co-
untry of oriain and publisher, is a gre-
at booster for the book trade.

The use of the ISBN in Nigeria, as
described above, will not only help
to identify the publisher and coun-
try. of origin, but will also provide a
numerical check to the items publish-
ed in the country. It is very impor-
tant, and indeed compulsory in-some
countries for each book deposited th-
rough legal deposit to have an ISBN.
This is to the mutual advantage of bo-
th the country and the publishers.

(h)  Price

Price is important for the book
trade and for price standardization.

A librarian, especially a cataloguer,
finds it necessary to give full biblio-
graphic details in describing a book ac-
cording to the new “International Stan-
dard Bibliographical description (IS-
BD)” Such detailed information is ga-
thered from different parts of the pu-
blication.

For this purpose, a publication is
grouped into parts termed prime sour-
ces of information. Different areas of
a bibliographic description are found
from one or other of the prime sour-
ces of information. Publishers are the
refore required to include adequate in-
formation on their publications in or-
der to facilitate such detailed descrip-
tion.

Prime So-
Areas ources of
Information
1. Title and statement | Title page
of authorship
2. Edition Title page,
other pre-
liminaries
3. Imprint Title page,
other pre-
liminaries
4. Collation Publication
itself
5. Series Publication
itself
6. Notes Publication,
or anywhere
7. ISBN, binding, Publication
price itself or any-
where

Contd. on Page 19




THE HEALTH LITERATURE SERVICES:

Possibilities and Challenges

Being a Paper presented at the annual conference of the Nigerian Library Association (Lagos Division)

Held in Lagos, 15th December, 1977.

The Annual Conference is a place to learn. Its educational
values cannot be overstressed. Although we sometimes think
of it as a place for society affairs and business, committees,
coupled with a few hours of entertainment, renewing old
friendships and, finally returning home with a month of keep-
ing in touch.

But it is true that there is no other place better to become

enlightened, informed and rejuvenated than at the annual
meeting of such renowned professional association such as
ours.

If we consider the future of this profession and the sweep-
ing innovations in technology, the broadening horizon of re-
search and the complexity of socio economic and governmen-
tal influences on our profession, we must with one accord
accept the challenge of the times. To meet the challenge, we
must constantly update our knowledge and skills.

This year’s theme is ““Libraries and the Nation’'s Health"”
and hence the topic for our annual lecture is no less related.

The intention in this paper is to give you an outline of the
Government plan to fulfil its obligation in bringing health
facilities to the people of Nigeria whilst relating it to inter-
national health’s scenery to justify the need to involve every-
body in health care delivery.

The need for provision and use of health literature ser-
vices for effectiveness will also be reviewed with examples
drawn from everywhere including Nigeria and lastly, | hope
to draw your attention to some of the challenges posed by the
problems which time might have allowed me to discuss. First,
an anology is given for answer to What Is Health Care?

Health is an inalienable right of every creature whether
human or animal. It is a basic need. This can be illustrated
by the anology of a child who likes to drink water to quench
a thirst, and just turn on the tap and satisfies his thirst not
knowing that many hands had been involved in bringing the
water so close to him or a thirsty man who turns a faucet,
fills a glass, and drinks deeply of cool, pure water. Thus a
a basic human need is satisfied in simple fashion.

Or so it seems to the casual consumer or the provider. But
no one seem to involve himself, at any level beyond that of
plumber’s helper, with the slaking of thirst-can ignore the com-
plex factors which determine_whether and how this basic need
will be satisfied.

When the horizon is broadened to include more than the
local plumbing and to consider public water supplies, the
provider of pure water as well as the socially conscious con-
sumer must take into account the influences of geography,
political scienee, economics, chemistry, microbiology, indus-
trial toxicology, epidemiology, system analysis, architecture.
and city planning'- to name a few. Thus planning in such a
field requires an especially long perspective and a great brea-
th of understanding.

By

Dr. S. O. OYESOLA

So it is with Heaith Care .......... To the anxious parent
whose infant daughter is wheezing, the precess for meeting
the need may sometimes appear very simple - call the doctor,
who prescribes or indicates mode of treatment, the phariia-
cist who dispenses the drug, the nurse who administers the
medicine, and soon the child is better. A simple, personal
services is rendered at the proper time and place to. meet an
individual’s perceived need, or complaint.

But the satisfaction of the needs of society for health
care in its broadest aspect is a much more complex process,
and many factors will determine whether and how an indivi-
dual’s needs can be satisfied. Health care must be viewed in
terms not only of cure but also of prevention and rehabili-
tetion. At whatever angle it is viewed, three important infor-
mation needs can be identified viz.: Education, Patient Care
or Practice and Research.

The Federal Government took some decisive steps to sup-
port the saying ‘“The Wealth of the Nation is the people’s
Health” by including in the 3rd National Bevelopment Plan
Period (1975 - 1980) a National Basic Health Service Scheme
(BHSS)!

The Basic Health Service Scheme (BHSS):

The Federal Government got a step further in the impli-
mentation of the Plan, with the establishment, by decree, an
Implimentation Agency for the National Basic Health Service
Scheme in addition to the revision of the budget allocation
for Health Programmes throughout the country:

A total sum of N1,173m. to both the Federal and State
Governments for their collective health projects in five years

1975 - 1980. 3




Nm.

Federal Government 693m
Anambra State 35.500m
Bauchi " 42.500m
Bendel " 38.659m
Benue " 21.850m
Borno " 16.750m
Cross River " 27.350m
Gongola " 24.147m
Imo " 40.147m
Kaduna " 19.658m
Kaneo " 27.156m
Kwara "’ 15.000m
Lagos " 40.848m
Niger " 20.915m
Ogun " 12.545m
Ondo " 15.590m
Oye a 15.590m
Plateau " 16.151m
Rivers " 27.855m
Sokoto " 21.185m

This showed an increased of N143.002m or 54% over the
original allocation The BHSS objectives, among others, are:

(1) to initiate the provision of adequate and effective
health facilities and care for the entire population
as a forerunner for the intorduction of National
Health Service in Nigeria.

(Z) to carry primary health care to the people in rural
and other areas.

(3) to correct imbalances between preventive and cura-
tive health care.

(4) to correct imbalances in the location and distribution
of health- institutions.

(6) to provide.the infrastructure for all preventive pro-
gramme such as the control of communicable disea-
ses, family health, environmental health, nutrition
services, health education mental health, dental hea-
Ith, school health, health statistics and community
health statistics and community health activities.

(6) to establish in the long-run, a dynamic health care
system best adapted to the local conditions and the
level of health technology.

Other favourable signs are:- The new Universities, of llorin,
Jos, Sokoto, Calabar and Maiduguri started with plans for new
medical schools. Many State Governments are now running
Schools of Health Technology. The admission to the existing
Medical Schools have been doubled in spite of budget cuts
and many new hospitals are being built; there is also a govern-
ment proposal to build at least one teaching hospital in each
state of the federation.

In addition. more attention is being given to biomedical
research efforts in order tQ keep pace with the developed

'nations: The Medical Research Council through the Institute
8

for Medical Research has also intensified its research pro-
grammes.

As expected, other health professional institutions such as
the Schools of Nursing, Pharmacy, Radiography and Midwifery
to mention a few, are being expanded to supply the manpower
need of the BHSS.

In addition, to the progressive efforts of the Federal Gove-
rnment in furthering the declared objectives of the BHSS, spe-
cial attention is given to see that “Health is obtainable at the
‘grassroot’ of our economy by the establishment of compre-
hensive Primary Health Care Centres in the rural areas. Spe-
cial focus of these services include Rural Health Clinics, Dis-
pensaries, and Health Centres.

This bold but ambitious plan enumerated above is conso-
nant with the declared objectives of the World Health Organi-
zation expressed in the spirit of international health as man's
inalienable right which re-echoed at the last World Health
Assembly recently when President Carter reportedly said:-

“...These questions affect us all, since increased interna-
tional travel hastens the spread of disease throughout
the world. But a greater degrec of co-operation between
scholars and scientists of all nations can slow that
spread, and even wipe out certain diseases altogether,
smallpox, for example, is almost eradicated... We also
know that health and economic develepment are closely
linked. The child with malaria often misses schools, the
anaemic worker, with a parasitic infection, is less pro-
ductive than he should be.

We need to pursue programmes which break this cycle
of poverty, disease and hunger. My country also sup-
ports  the bold and innovative new programme of re-
search in tropical diseases being developed in co-opera-
tion with the World Health Organization. These efforts
will bring us closer to our goal: a world in which all peo-
ple can live free from fear of crippling and debilitating
diseases.

With these efforts outlined to improve the health care
delivery from all fronts by the Federal Government, the need
to have easier access to health literature information as part
of the National Plan becomes quite obvious.

We shall now examine what facilities are available to
meet these needs and then hazard some salutions to where

there are very acute inadequacies.

Health Information Systems For
Health Care Professions:

The information systems designed to cater for the needs of
the health care staff are many and vary in type of services
provided and patrons served. The most common area where
they all meet is the demand for information for education,
research and practice which must be responsive, rapid and
less expensive.

The libraries can be grouped into the following categories:

Private or Society Libraries:

Most of these are as old as the society that founded them.
e.g. the Royal Society of Medicine London and the Cleveland
Medical Association Library in Ohio both were founded in the
19th-century.



Some of the society libraries have museums containing
records of the discoveries and inventions in medical sciences.
For example, the Howard Dittrick Museum of Historical Me-
dicine in Cleveland is a very important and functional arm
of the Health Sciences Centre Libraries in Cleveland Ohio
(Helerstein 1977). Many of its activities are based within the
academic life of the universities and other academic medical
institutions where they are situated.

The society libraries are significantly respected for the roles
they play in the teaching of history of medicine which form
part of the curricular of some notable medical shcools. The
Welcome History of Medicine Library in London comes readi-
ly to mind. They share in between them magnificient collec-

tions of rare books including manuscripts, portraits, and arti- .

facts of ancient medical practices. One of the most essential

asperts of these facilities is the use as an educational resource
centre for children from the primary school level. The Nigerian

Medical Association has no collection of this size and impor-
tance.

The libraries have also been used as national resources in
many countries, Wade (1976) wrote of the Royal Society of
Medicine:-

"1 believe that in becoming a British Lending Library
Department BLLD back-up the library has taken a really
important step towards giving real substance to the hope
of our forerunners - that the library should be worthy
of the nation.”

Institute and Research Libraries:

These in name go with the Institute or Research Centres to
which they are attached. But the Institutes reflect on medical
speciality e.g. The Institute of Child Health in Ahmadu Bello
University and University of Lagos respectively. The Nationa!
Veterinary Research Institute in Vom, and Nigeria Institute
of Trypanosomiasis Research in Kaduna. The Research Cen-
tres specialise in conducting basic reseach and they assume
national importance. Libraries for the two categories provide
services to meet the, needs of postgraduate students and re-
search staff in medicine and related disciplines.

The Medical Research Council in Yaba, Lagos, inaugurated
on January 26, 1973, is the only one of its type in Nigeria
and it is addressed as the Medical Research Council of Nigeria
and National Institute for Medical Research with a Director
who also is the Secretary to the Council. The Library has
been recognised from the outset as important supporting ser-
vice of the research programmes throughout the Federation.

In the Institute’s programme for development, there are
provisions for a well-designed and functional library befitting
the Institute tnat will replace the existing very small but
useful collection now serving the needs of research fellows
and other personnel at the Institute.

There are many well developed research libraries serving the
Teaching Hospitals, Government and Private Hospitals, Uni-
versities and government institutions in countries where they
are established. Some of them like the Clinical Research In-
stitute Library in Norwich, England and the National Insti-
tute of Cancer Research in U.S. render services to institutions
all over the world.

National Library:

It is convenient, considering the time at our disposal to
discuss one of these types. The National Library of Medicine

(NLM) at Bethesda, in Maryland, U.S.. It is part of the Health,

Education and Welfare Department of the U.S. Government
functionaries. It was founded in 1836 as the Library of the
Surgeon General’s Office, in Washington with well over a mil-

lion volumes, it takes about 10,000 current periodicals out of
which it provided current indexes - author and subject to
only about 2,400.

This is published as Index Medicus which first appeared in
1879 as an Index Catalogue of the Library of the Surgeon’s
General intended primarily for the general practioner. This a
versatile tool for libraries and librarians serving the health
care field and deserves some attention.

Index Medicus:

As the successor to the Index-Catalogue it covered the
whole field of medical literature (Morton 1974) noted that
its founder's intention was not to make the Index Medicus

cope with the rapid indexing of current literature, but de-
clared in its first preface of Index Medicus of 31 January,
1879, that is would record the titles of all new publications
in medicine surgery and the colleteral branches received during
the proceeding month and that they will be followed by the
titles of valuable original articles upon the same subject
found during the like period, in medical journals and transac-
tions of medical societies. The periodicals thus indexed will
comprise all current medical journals and transactions of value.

The Index-Catalogue, Index Medicus and the baby Abrid-
ged Index Medicus had above, all established in the U.S. a
pioneering tradition for the comprehensive indexing of me-
dical literature, which had been carried forward to the present
day.

Other very useful and important services from the National
Library of Medicine will be discussed later for their interna-
tional importance and as versatile computerized information
retrieval tool.

Medical Schools Libraries:

The main users of these libraries are the faculty members,
students and doctros. The doctors are expected to use the
Hospital Librarigs which should cater for their clinical and
continuing education needs. But invariably, the interns and
consultants, probably due to the fraternal ties, are very good
users of the school libraries long after they had qualified.
Though the ideal thing is to use another library specially de-
signed to cater for their needs.

They also form the majority of the nation’s collections in
biomedical information for education of budding health care
professionals. It was even announced recently ‘that each of
the new universities, as earlier mentioned will have a medical
school and, by stretch of imagination, they will establish me-
dical or health sciences libraries.

What Do These Libraries Do?

Like others anywhere in the world, they all strive to meet
needs of their clients through the provision of both graphic
and non-graphic materials, the recording, indexing and classify-
ing of these materials. The accessibility and dissemination of
information are essential characteristics of the medical or heal-
ths sciences libraries.

The present trends include the involvement in the use of
educational technology through the Biomedical Communica-
tion Centres, for instance, at the University of |badan, E. La-
tunde Odeku’s Medical Library, It isa replica of the over used
Continued on p. 14
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CALL FOR MORE CHILDREN BOOKS

Publishing in Nigeria dates back to
many decades ago when the colonial
lords were at the helm of affairs in this
country. The whole idea started with
missionary societies pioneering the ven-
ture. The christian missionaries started
with the printing of religious books
and pamphlets which were used to im-
part moral lessons to the christian “ad-
herents and the literate public. There
was no limit to what could be publi-
shed as long as it conformed with mo-
ral norms and does not conflict with
the laws of the land.

The Nigerian public gulped down
their throats the contents of these lite-
ratures with less regard to the quality
of the contents. We were being led
by those we then regarded as all round
masters in anything thinkable.

Hitherto many books read in this
country came from Europe and we re-
lied on the whiteman solely for
our education both morally, soci-
ally and economically. They published
for us books on varying subjects like
English, Physics, Chemistry, Biology,
Religion, Mathematics, Accounting and
Secretarial practice. These books were
used then and they formed the bed-
rock of oir education.

Today, the tide has changed consi-
derably. Although alien publishers are
still many in the country, yet indige-
nious publishers are encouragingly spr-
inging up and this gives us a sort of
consolation that a brighter tomorrow
is in sight for Nigeria. Perhaps it is
pertinent to mention that apart from
the missionary publishers concerning
themselves with religious books, colo-
nial masters established governmem
documents and information pamphléts
to proiect the image and functions of
the government.

It is noteworthy that this century
has withnessed the appearance on the
printing scene of eminent Nigerians
who are worthy in character and learn-
ing to man our growing economy in
the printing and publishing industry.
We can now boast of such publishing
industries specialising on not only
commercial printing but oan book pu-
blishing.

It is also noteworthy that even in
alien publishing houses in Nigeria such
10
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as Macmillan publishing Company, Ne-
Ison Publishing Company, we have Ni-
gerians occupying responsible positions
which has placed them in vantage posi-
tions to gssist in the running of the
affairs of the companies, and their
skill and expertise have contributed
immensely to the economy of Nigeria
in the printing and publishing indus-
try..

Having spoken briefly on what pu-
blishing had been in the past and what
it'is presently in Nigeria, it is important
to draw attention to one vital aspect
of publishing which is almost lacking
in this country - that is the publishing
of children’s literature. It has been
said that since Nigeria is not yet gene-
rally a reading public it has been sus-
pected in some quarters that it will
amount to an economic risk to pub-
lish books for children.

It should be noted that most of our
children in the hinterland of the coun-
try are not exposed to education in
good time. Unlike the children in ad-
vanced countries who have the advan-
tage of early education, majority of
Nigerian children start schooling at the
age of six years. It was of late that
nursery education was introduced to
Nigeria and this facility is exclusive to
children of the top brass in the society
who could conveniently afford the ex-
horbitant cost of sending their child-
ren to nursery schools. This has hinder-
ed the publishing of children’s books.

It is believed that parents, majority
of who are illiterates, could not afford
to buy books for their children since

many of these parents are very poor
and could not even afford three squ-
are meals a day. Perhaps it is in place
to mention here some of the reasons
why children’s books have not enjoy-
ed the patronage of publishers in this
country.

Apart from the aforementioned rea-
sons, there are insufficient writers of
children’s leterature in Nigeria. The
few, who venture, into such avenue
do so on part time basis because as it
is, the risk being so much in terms of
sales and patronage thus making the,
venture quite unrewarding.

Also, the publishers lack adequate
financial resoruses, manpower, and
equipment to handle such venture. The
publication of children’s books require
very. sophisticated equipments like fo-
ur-colour machines and priting papers
because children’s books are produced
with special papers. The duty on print-
ing machines and papers is so prohibi-
tive that it has escalated above the
reach of many publishers and unless
children’s books are cheap many pa-
rents will not be able to afford to
buy them for their children.

The above are some of the pro-
blems facing the publishing of child-
ren’s books in Nigeria, and it will be
in place to suggest solutions to these
problems so that the generation of
young ones in this country may have
the benefit of reading “Yooks meant
for their age and thereby enjoy the
benefits derivable from such books.

First among the solutions | am sug-
gesting is that Nigerian intellectuals
should be encouraged to write books
for children now that we are in the
era of the Universal Free Primary Edu-
cation (UPE) so that our children
may have enough to read. We already
have some of them trying to make
their mark in the field af children’s
literature. These include Mabel Segun,
Cyprian Ekwensi, Chinua Achebe, to
mention a few.

The heavy duty on machines and
papers meant for printing books for
the use of schools should be lifted so
that publishers may be encouraged to
import these machines without hinde-
rance.

The government, in pursuance of



its policy on education and in order
to realise its dreams on the Universal
Free Primary Education, should give
financial subsidy to indigenious pub-
lishers to mass produce qualitative chil-
dren’s literature and also support this
with liberal loan facilities through ths
banks or direct from government th-
rough a board that may be set up for

that purpose, so that publishers can
operate free of financial hinderance.

lllustrators and graphic artists in
this country (thank God we have many
of them) should be encouraged to work
in collaboration with writers and pub-

lishers of children’s books $o as to pro-
duce good quality children’s literature

for our children. A well illustrated
children’s book will no doubt arrest
children’s attention and aid their per-
ception ability.

Finally the Federal Military Gove-

mment should consider as a matter of
urgency, the establishment of ore-se-
hool education facilities in both urban
and rural areas of the country so that
the young ones may have a taste of
education before .their full primary,
education begin.

Teacher trainina ptogramme shoula
be intensified in order to produce suf-
ficilent manoower to handle the <Gu-
cation of the vouriy ones at both pre-
schoul and primary sghool levels.

Accomodation
Problem:Causes

and the Way Out

By MR TAIWO SALAWU

One of the major problems which
the developing countries of the world
had to grapple with is acute shortage
of accommodation and Nigeria is no
exemption.

‘Generally speaking, Nigeria is an ag-
rarian economy with the majority of
the population depending either direct-
ly or indirectly on agriculture for their
means of livelihood. One is therefore
tempted to believe that majority of the
population should be concentrated in
the rural areas. But this is far from the
truth. The urban areas are overpapula-
ted at the expense of the rucal areas.

The reasons for this is not far fetch-
ed. With the availability of white colar
jobs and the concentration. of light and
heavy industries in the cities, there is
an influx of people, especially the yo-
ung school leavers, into the cities in se
arch of fortaine.

Other reasons why there 1s 2 mad
rush to big cities like Lagos, Bnugy
Ibadan, Kaduna and Jos to mention a
few, are that despite the fact that the
country gained independence seventeen
years ago and coupled with the fact that
the country is enjoying oil boom, agri-
culture. ts still being practised with the
same old ana crude implements used
by our great grandfathers. The method
of bush fallow, shifting cultivation and

communal land ownership which hinder

extensive as well as intensive agriculture
is rampant among a great majority of
our farmers.

Mechanization of agriculture is yet
in its infancy and the peasant farmers
are not yet familiar with the use of
tractors fertilizer or combined haves- s
ters as i1t 1s the case in other developed
economies such as the United State of
America, Britain and the U.S.S.R.

Farming in Nigeria is so tedious to
the extent that most farmers would not
want their children to step into their
shoes by taking to farming. Hence you
see thousands of people both literate
and illiterate flocking into the cities to
seek better fortune.

The effect of these mass movements
is overpopulation of the cities and depo-
pulation of the rural areas with the re-
sult that the various governments of the
country are incapable of finding a per-
manent solution to the big problem of
accommodation to every individual that
needs one. Consequently, majority of
the urban dwellers live in unhealthy,
and in most cases subhuman conditions
such as in make-shift houses and under
the bridges springing up everywhere
particularly in Lagos. This has also given
rise to social and economic problams
such as armed robbery, drug adiction
and exploitation of the masses by the

TAIWO SALAWU
few shylock tandlerds who arbitrarily
increase house rents with flimsy ex-
cuses.

The governments of the country,
both the federal and the state, are, how-
ever, trying hard to battle with shortage
of accommodation. With the introduc-
tion of housing programmes whereby
thousands of housing units are built
annually by the state and federal gove-
rmments, it is hoped that the problem
will soon be a thing of the past.

The various government decrees and
edicts on rent and the setting up of
tribunals to adjudicate n cases between
tenants and landlords over rents and te
nancy agreements are steps in the rig.
direction.

Needless tn <ay that much as the go-
vernments are trying, the housing pro-
blem is far from being completely sol-
ved. Efforts should therefore be stepped
up by all governments of the federation
by way of cancelling contracts awarded
to contractors who prove inefficient and
dealing ruthlessly with any landlord who
increases his house rent without govern-
ment approval. ‘

By: Taiwo Salawu,
Head of Stores Section.
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New Appointments

Listed below are the new members employed to further improve the

staff strength of the National Library of Nigeria and in a bid to plug the holes

created by those members who left recently. Among the new members of

staff are Oluyemi O., Umo, A., Clerical Officers; Afere, A. O., Assistant

Clerical Officer; Adejuwon, A.

(Miss) and Kalu A. Library Assistants;

Olakanpo Y. (Miss) Aliu, F. B., Olude, O. Miss, Lanlchin, S. Oshindeko,
E. O. (Miss) Kalu, N. Abawa, O. and Obaleye J. F. (Miss) ali library

attendants.

Also recruited are: Jimoh S. S., Tradesman Gre;de I1l. Obadiaru P. and

Ogunkola O. (Miss) both Typists Grade I11: and Awofade C. (Mrs) Telephone

Operator.

On the list are also four motor drivers and two night watchmen.

They are Alimi T. Aboki U. Adeniyi T. and David S. Drivers; and Gombe

M. B. and Gombe G. Night Watchmen. Three gardeners: Tito R. Sule J,

Oyiji L. and two Cleaners: Chokwe B, and Dadoe A. were also appointed.

NIGERBIBLIOS is
growing fast,why don’t

' BIRTH

OLATUN]J1 OYENIRAN

It is quite some time that we repor-
ted any birth in this journal. We are
happy therefore to announce the arri-
val of a baby boy to Mr. Moses Oye-
niran, a Driver with the National Lib-
rary. Little Samuel Olatunji Oyeniran
above joined the Oyeniran family on
18th August, 1977 but his photograph
got to us recently. We will not deny
him a space. Nigerbiblios wishes him

a prosperous and long life.
J
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Confirmation
of Appointments

The Management of the National
Library has confirmed the appointme-
nts of the following members of staff:
Akhigbe E. (Miss) Senior Typist, Lana
A. (Miss) Sofolabo S. T. (Mrs), Egwu-
orwu J. T. (Mrs), Solanke A. (Mrs) all
Library Attendants and Nwogu S. A.

Driver.

P

you get together with US!

Promotions

For every hard work there is always
a reward, the Nigerbiblios rejoices with
the following members of staff on
their recent elevation to higher posts.
They are: Abodunde E. O., formerly
Acting Deputy Secretary, who now
becomes a substantive Deputy Secre-

tary; Salawu T. Clerical Officer Grade
1, now Senior Clerical Officer; Fola-
rin F. B. (Mrs) and Olukoju S. T. both
Tradesmen Grade 11, who are now

Tradesmen Grade 1.

Others promoted are Martins K, and
Akinleye D. O. both Tradesmen Grade
Il now Tradesmen Grade 11. Four

Typists Grade |ll were among the re-
warded hard workers. They are: Any-
aeze E. N, Akintelu B. (Mrs) Araka T.
(Mrs) and Onyeama E. N. (Miss) who
were promoted Typists Grade Il. Two
Cleaners were also elevated to the post
of Messengers.” They are: Attuah C. M,
and Oyekanmi M. A.

Left the Service

The following members of staff have resigned their appointments with the
National Library: Abolaji, J. A., Librarian Grade |l; Akhigbe, E., Senior Typist;
Ayeni, O. T. and Molake, Y. (Miss) both Assistant Clerical Officer; Ogunnade A.
and Odusole, A. O. both Library Attendants.
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The Director of the National Libra-
ry Qf Nigeria, Mr. S. B. Aje, has been
elected Chairman of the UNESCO In-
ter-governmental Council on General
Information Programme.

The announcement was made by
the representative of the Director—
General of UNESCO, Mr. W. Lohner,
during the UN’s Agency Regional Se-
minar on Bibliographic Control in Af-

\

(Aje Elected Chairman UNESCO
Council

rica which had just ended in Lagos.

The Council. which was created by
UNESCO at its 19th Session in Nairobi
in 1976, is to guide the planning and
implementation of the General Infor-
mation Programme and to promote the
development of education, culture,
science and technology through co-
operation between member states in
the context of the Programme ..

i

MR S. B. AJE

_/

omolayole becomes
N.L.A secretary

The Head of the Acquisition De-
partment of the National Library of
Nigeria, Mrs O. Omolayole, was elec-
ted Secretary of the Lagos Division of
of the Nigerian Library Association at

MRS. O. O. OMOLAYOLE

its last Annual General Meeting held
at the Eko Holiday Inn, Victoria Island,
Lagos on Thursday, 15th December,
1977.

Nigerbiblios therefore congratulates
her for being so honoured. It also re-
minds her that by her election, all eyes
will now be on her because many of
her professional colleagues will be ex-
pecting nothing short of the best from
her being a member of staff of the pre-
mier library of Nigeria.

Once again, Nigerbiblios wishes her
the best of luck and also solicits on
her behalf, co-operation from all mem-
bers ot staff.

MEMBERS GET
TOGETHER'

A staff party was
28th January, 1978 this year to bring
both members of staff, their spouses
and guests together in an informal at-
mosphere to enjoy themselves and ex-
change views and ideas.

zgain held on

This >year’s party was an all-embrac-
ing one for participantation cut across

the entire hierarchy of the organisa-
tion. It was not just eating and drink-

ing only during the party, but music
was supplied by a chiscoman while a
Calabar dancing troupe, some of the
casts in the famous radio variety enter-
tainment slot “Join the Bandwagon"’
and “Zoro” the man who performs
some acrobatic feats with his bicycle
were in attendance to make the even-
ing a memorable one.

get across to your customers through

NIGERBIBLIOS

13



Continued from p. 9

slogan Education or Resource Centre for the Health Sciences
Professions. The emphasis of this centre is in the provision of
all audio visual materials that form the bulk of instructional
support to all academic lectures senmars and other studies in
the medical school but based within the library premises -
thus forming the Health Communication Centre per se.

1ts stock includes slides, tapes, audio and videotapes, films
trips and §ilm, and other visual aids materials used during
any learning process which can be used as both teaching
resource - materials intended for use by the teacher; and learn-
ing resource -an item or environment structured so that a user
may be expected to learn from it (Ojoade 1977)

Special provision and probably typical of medical school
libraries are the provision for literature searches both on the
spot and through interlibrary processes for their research
or post-graduate students.

Though, it is yet to be confirmed that within the Health
Care Information field a lost information can lead to death
of a patient, but its validity is obvious. The librarians of these
libraries are often faced with situations whereby they found
themsleves bound by ethical practices to keep our secret
secret.

For instance, the writer was on one occasion forced to
tackle a reference inquiry involving the offering of an infor-
mation which may lead to a possible legal proceeding bet-
ween an unidentified patient and the doctor-lecturer specia-
list who administered a drug of which the patient had read
about its side effects in the literature.

Thus because of their unique connections, the medical
school librarians had to be on their guards when attending
to their professional duties.

Another area-of service in medical school libraries attached
to hospitals whether general or teaching is the unspecified
number of inquiries coming from the casuality or the surgi-
cal operating room. The doctor who perhaps remembered
that ke had an article on the. treatment of a child with
short breath once in a ournal in the library could call for infor-
mation on what had been recommended. It is not a strange
inquiry to be asked to read the summary or list the prognosis
described on the telephone.

The intention here is not to emphasis that the librarians
do something extra-ordinary but only to reinforce the fact
that the work of these people involve more than the acqui-
sition and loan of books. Librarianship as a service-oriented
profession should not only meet the needs of the users but
should' also anticipate and initiate services that are responsive

to needs of the users. These are what the medical school lib-
raries- and librarians offer their patrons

Hospitals and Other Libraries:

Those included under these are the Teaching Hospitals,
General Hospitals, Schools of Nursing and other paramedical
institutional libraries. Some general features among these lib-
raries are that the Schools of Nursing are usually attached to
Teaching Hospital and hence have a joint library service.

General Hospitals (unlike the Nigerian pattern) are charac
teristically independent of any other health care institution,
for example, the General Hospital in- Lagos. But no General
‘Hospital by convention could divorce itself from training
I'GSpOHSIbIIIﬂOS of all categories of staff. An. example to us
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‘in Nigeria are the Schools of Health Technology programmes

in different parts of the country. For example, in Bauchi
State, there would be training facilities for midwives and
nurses in their current planning period for which adequate
funds had been allocated.

The libraries for hospitals generally cater for the continu-
ing education needs of both doctors and other health pro-
fessionals includfng the non medical staff e.g. the technical
and secretarial staff. These are the health team needed for
quality patient care.

In addition, patient needs are also catered for mostly by
the provision of recreational reading materials but ideally
based on the advice of the attending physician. It is usual
and inadvisable to allow a patient ‘access to the library, even
where you have patient-library services well established.

Bibliotherapy is a term often used in error for books ge-
nerally provided for the use of patients. ThlS %is not torrect
It is a special service offered by competent and trained staff
usually with experience in librarianship to a special group
of client whose indisposition could be ameliorated by reading
or being read to, some ot the carefully selected titles.
The users may include mentally imballanced or those who
are temporarily emotionally disturbed. It is usually a service
recognized as part of the entire prognosis in health care in-
stitutions.

CONPUTER PRODUCER INFORMATION
RETRIEVAL SERVICES .

There are many computer data bases very important to
health sciences information services. The Chemical Abstract
Services (CAS) Biosciences Information Services (BIOSIS) e.g.
Biological Abstracts; Institute for Scientific Information
(IS1) Services e.g. Current Contents; the Clinical Practice and
the Life Sciences are all commended to you for their excel-
lence as essential ‘Current Awareness’ tools to mention a few.
“For now, the following are discussed:

Medlars/Medline:

Medlars (Medical Literature Analysis and Retrieval System)
is a by-product of the compilation of Index Medicus, Index
to Dental Literature and International Nursing Index.

In 1970 tne National Library inaugurated tne experimental
AIM—TWX (Abridged Index Medicus via the Teletypewriter
exchange Network) service. It is a new service from which
MEDLINE (Medlars on-line déveloped and provided outline
searching of 4,000,000 citations, representing about half the
MEDLARS Journais since 1969.

The hierarching of terms, as represented in MeSH headings

can be explored on-line and up to 45 users can use the
system simultaneously.

The MEDLINE computer recognizes some 9,000 medical
subject heading that can be combined to search on a precise
topic e.g. Zinc Metabolism: Metabolic Shock: Shock Metaboli-

sm. In addition to the subject headmgs, the computer can
search by an author’s name, works in the title of the article. a
publication late, language, a specific journal, or a combmatlon‘
of these elements. Printed out at the terminal is a listing of re-

ferences each containing the author, article title, and journal
source.

It is also possible to print out the medical subject heading
that were used to index each article - In a sense a “‘telegraphic
abstract’” Searches that result in large numbers 'of references
retrieved are usually not printed out on-line at the terminal,
but off-line at the N.L.M. and mailed to the requester the next
day




Medline operationally started in 1971. It permits immedi-
ate access to half-a-million references to articles in 2400 of
the world’s most important heaith and medical journals. The
bibliographical citations in the data base formed by the in-
dexing of current medical literature, contains terms from the
special vocabulary for biomedical literature known as MeSH.
A trainéd searcher uses the same list of words to get the re-
quested references for articles on the designed object out of the
computer. Citation can also be located by author title, journal

or language.

Where Services can be Obtained Outside the U.S.

About 250 medical and health libraries in the United
States and Canada are linked together in a nationwide data
communications network. Scientific centres or biomedical
libraries in Australia, Brazil, France, Sweden and United
Kingdom are making services available in their countries as
a part of an international computer based health information
network.

MEDLINE materials imore relevant to West Africa are made
available to libraries in Nigeria through Medline Output on
Medicine in West Africa, a service obtainable, until last month,
through the World Health Organization Library in Geneva,
Switzerland. There in Geneva a terminal is linked directly to
the National Library of Medicine. It was no doubt a rapid
access to current literature information from the world’s
leading biomedical joyrnals on West African Medicine from
WHO Medline Centre.

Circumstances leading to its stoppage had been the dismay
of all biomedical researchers and academic health care practi-
tioners particularly in Nigeria and other Anglophone and
Francophone African countries.

As versatile as this service is to us in Africa, it is not with-
out its inadequacies. This is partly due to the journal selection
nolicy stated thus:-

“In the selection of materials for indexing, the National
Library of Medicine is advised by a group of distingui-
shed physicians, medical editors and medical librarians.
The Library indexes literature that has been judged
most useful to Index Medicus Users but it is not possible
to include every journal and monograph that might
contain usefui article”.

This statement accounts for the fact that not all medical
or health related articles reported in journal published outside
U. S. are indexed. In fact, research had confirmed that only
two titles out of the twenty-four listed in the Nigerian Health
Sciences Periodicals are indexed in the Index Medicus and
hence citations of other medical journals are consequently ex-
cluded. This matter will be brought up later under the challen-
ges that lie ahead of librarians working in the health care
field in Nigeria.

Charges:

The charge for a MEDLINE Search will vary, aceording
to an institution’s policies. Depending on the length and com-
plexity, the user may anticipate a charge of up to $8.50 for an
ordinary search. Some MEDLINE Centres are able to absorb
the cost and do not charge the user. The charges sometimes
cover the communications cost from the user’s terminal to the
National Library. of Medicine Computer as well as, if applica-
ble, the assistance of an analyst or searcher.

Otherwise the institution, which may be a local hospital,

medical school or other health science library, pays a charge
based on the amount of computer time used, telephone com-
munication costs, and the number of references printed out.
For the benefit of those who are cost conscious or willing
to compare values of the Index Medicus and MEDLINE Servi-
ces, | commend to you (Harley 1975) article on information
costs.

National Library of Medicine Services to libraries in Nigeria
are free both for the cost of the materials sent and postage.
The materials are either photocopy of journal articles not
available in Nigeria and MEDLINE printouts all of these are
airmailed to the requesting library under the U. S. Aid Pro-
grammes.

Medline Offshoots:

These consist of other on-line services. They are accessible
via terminals which connect users to the computer at the
National Library of Medicine. The following are available.
TOXLINE (Toxicology Information On-Line) operational since
Septermber 1972. It contains information for health profess-
jonals and scientists working in the areas of pharmacology/
toxicology, environmental pollution, occupatjonal health and
safety, medicine, and related field. TOXLINE has an ex-
tensive collection of about 350,000 references and abstracts
from the scientific literature including references with MeSH
terms from Toxicity Bibliography abstracts from_International
Pharmacuetical Abstracts; and other miscellaneous references
on the health effects of pesticides.

SDILINE (Selective Dissemination of Infermation On-Line)
is a data base containing all citations to the forthcoming prin-
ted edition of Index Medicus, thereby making available some
20,000 references to users almost one month prior to publi-
cation in Index Medicus. This consist of the current month’s
input to MEDLINE

CATLINE (Catalogue On-Line) is a data base containing full
bikliographic information for all monographic and book ma-
terials catalogued at National Library of Medicine and appear-
ing in the National Library of Medicine Current Catalogue
since 1965. It contains about 150,000 items. CATLINE is
used in support of a number of library activities ranging from
acquisitions and cataloguing to reference and inter-library
loan.

SERLINE (Serials On-Line) is a data base of serial records
containing bibliographic and locator information for about
6,500 current biomedical serial titles. Using SERLINE, it is
possible to identity which specific titles are held by any of
177 participating medical libraries. SERLINE is used primarily
in support of interlibrary activity.

CANCERLINE - spunisored in collaboration with National
Cancer Research Institute has some 40,000 abstract in the
area of cancer research.

AVLINE (Audio Visual on-line) The physicians through
MEDLINE have access to audio visuals housed at the Nationa.
«Medical Audiovisual Centre (NMAC) in Atlanta.

The centre, which has been part of the library since 1967
is engaged in developing a programme that may have an im-
portant influence on health science teaching, recertification,
and continuing education programmes. With the assistance
of panel educators and specialists, the centre identifies, collects
and evaluates audiovisi:als used in medical and dental educa-

tion.
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Instructional materials judged to be sound in content and
high in technical quality had become part of a new on-line
retrieval system known as AVLINE.

As with journal articles, the NMAC will lend health science
motion pictures of video tapes to institutions of higher learn-
ing and to individual health professionals. Whilst on the AV
it is pertinent to note additional facilities provided by the Tea-
ching Aid at low cost project of the Institute of Child Health,
London and the Royal College of General Practitioners - spon-
sored Medical Recording Foundation both are producing ma-
terials appropriate to Nigerian needs and non-profit-making
prices.

The Lister Hill National Centre for Biomedical Communi-
cations is another component of National Library of Medi-
cine. The Centre establsihed in 1968 draws on talents of me-
dical educators, system specialists and . . . . .
communication engineers to apply modern technology to
the problems of health information transfer. It played an im-
portant role in the inital development of MEDLINE and is
now engaged in experiments involving satellite communica-
tions in support of medical education areas of Alaska.

EXCERPTA MEDICA:

The Excerpta Medica Foundation is an international non:
profit organization founded in 1946 with the principal aim
to further the progress of medical knowledge by making in-
formation available to the medical and related professions
on all significant basic research and clinical findings:reported
in any language throughout the world.

About 4,000 Physicians (Blanken & Stern 1974) 16 colla-
borate worldwide with the Foundation’s Executive Editors and
a staff of 100 practicing medical specialists and researchers
who serve as index editors with about 250 additional full-time

personnel comprising abstractors, medical translators and su-

perviosrs, etc., currently publishing 40 titles in Excerpta Me-
dica series of English language journals, each covering a parti-
cular biomedical speciality. More than 3,500 of the most im-
portant serials in the biomedical field constitute the source
material for the data base and the 40 Abstract Journals.

Some speeial features include first the archives which now
contain over half a million microfilm representing over

22,000,000 pages of original articles from the 20,000 indivi-
dual journal issues received annually by Excerpta Medica
which are microfilmed from cover to cover before processing
and abstracting.

Thus this microfilmed library, a coopérative endeavour
between the Excerpta Medica Foundation (EMF) and the
Royal Netherlands Academy of Sciences, has ensured since
1960 that complete contents of more than 2,500 biomedical
periodicals are stored annually. Secondly in addition to the
computer produced abstract journals of the regular series
Excerpta Medica produces 20 “special services’ or abstract
bulletins and bibliographies designed to cover only the very
best literature in more than highly specialised subject areas.

Two other sections which go considerably outside the sco-
pe of coverage of Excerpta Medica as defined earler on, are
mainly Health, Economics and Environmental Health both of
which contain information of general interest to the public
and hence should be included in the list of Journals of any
library.

In the foregoing | have attempted to list the possibilities
and problems of attempts being: made worldwide to provide
rapid access to information needs of the health care profes-
sions. This sketches users’ environment of the Health Sciences
16

Libraries.

Efforts had alsc been made all along to draw on Nigerian
scene in order to highlight some of the challenges of our
times.

RESEARCH STUDIES:

It is necessary, to inform or remind some of us one of the
few relevant research studies 17,_18 that had been undertaken
within the area covered by the topic of this lecture.

W.H.O. FEASIBILITY STUDY:

This is a field study undertaken in 1975 by Seymour Taine,
Chief Office of Library and Health Literature Service, W.H.O.
Geneva, Switzerland, under the directives of the Director,
W.H.O. Regional Office in Africa.

Taine visited some African countriesincluding Kenya and
Nigeria with the purpose of advising the W.H.O. Africa Regio-
nal Office in Brazzaville of the feasibility of a Regional Lib-
rary Service for the African Health Professionals. The main
purpose, | presume, included recommendations of the proba-
ble location of the Regional Library of excellence.

Taine's report identified, among others, the following:-
training and education of library staff: improved book and
journal collection: additional abstracting and indeﬁng of jour-
nals: extension of mechanisms for acquiring materials from
abroad: photocopying equipment: audio visual equipment.
facilitating cotwversion of local to hard currencies for procure-
ment abroad: improved regional communication: transporta-
tion facilities: and extension of the medline service.

Though the report is not yet published but | believe efforts
are being made to implement part of the recommendations.

HOW YOU ARE AFFECTED:

The analogy given about the Health Care comes in handy
again whether Public, Private or Commerical, academic non-
medical and national, you are as librarians, your users cannot
afford to be left health-information thirsty.

How many libraries in Lagos beside those who should,
have copies of the Nigerian Medical Directory or the Lagos
State Hospital Formulary and Mediscope. These, among others,
are obtainable free, except the Directory. But they give basic
information any user could expect to find in any library. The
information on their availability are often made public. For
example, the.Lagos State Hospital Formulary was announced
over the Radio and Television Network News Programmes.

RURAL HEALTH INFORMATION SERVICE:

The Rural Health Service, as mentioned earlier on in the
paper is an essential aspect of the BHSS and as far as the
brain drain slogan goes, it has greater dimensions within the
concept of a developing economy. It is also an open secret
that well qualified and progressive young practitioners in the
health care field usually find their ways to urban areas after
fulfiling the National Youth Corps Service.

It is therefore essential that adequate provisions are made
to encourage these cadre of health professionals to stay longer
in the rural areas where their services are needed most. An
example of lack of basic needs germane to the problem being
addressed here can be deduced from (Ogunseinde 1976)
when he wrote about difficulties facing a Government Hos-
pital Medical Officer in writing medical papers:

Continued on p. 18




National Library Publications

SERIES
Nigeria Elsewhere
1.  Special Libraries in Nigeria. 1966 50k #1.00
2. Thearts in Nigeria: a selective bibliography. 1967 50k #1.00
3 18th and 19th century Africana in the National
Library of Nigeria. 1967 50k N1.00
4. The National Library of Nigeria: a guide to its use. 1967 Free 0. P.
5.  Serials in print in Nigeria, 1967 50k ¥1.00
6. Index to selected Nigerian periodicals. 1965 #1.00 #:3.00
7 Religious literature in the vernacular in the National
Library. 1968 50k #1.00
8. A bibliography of Nigerian Arts. 1968 50k #1.00
9. A bibliography of biographies and memoirs on Nigeria. 1968 50k 1,00
10.  Books on Nigerian languages: a bibliography. 1968 50k #1.00
11.  Index to Nigeriana in selected periodicals. 1966, 1968,
(Supercedes Index to selected Nierian periodicals) #1.00 #3.00
12 t:‘S_oc_:ial life and.customs in Nigeria: a selective ‘
ibliography. 1969 50k #1.00

13.  Theses and dissertations accepted for higher degrees

in Nigerian Universities, 1966—1967. 1969 50k #1.00
14.. Libraries in Nigeria: a directory, 1966—31967. 1969 50k - #:1.00
15.  Serials in print in Nigeria, 1968. 1969 1.00 #3.00
16.  Theses and dissertations accepted for higher degrees

in Nigerian Universities, 1967—1968. 1970. 50k #:1.00
17. Libraries in Nigeria: a directory, 1967—1968. 1970 50k #1.00
1€. Index to Niaeriana in selected periodicals, 1967. 1970. #1.00 #3.00
19 Nigerian books in print, 1968. 1970. #1.00 #3.00
20.  Technical journals for industry FID-415 Nigeria 1970 50k #1.00
21. Lagos past and present: an historical bibliography, 2nd ed.

1970 #1.50 3.00
22. Theses and dissertations accepted for higher degrees :

in Nigerian Universities, 1968—1969. 50k #1.00
23 Subject guide to pefiodicals in the National Library

of Nigeria: a selected and annotated list. 1970 30k 50k
24 Theses and dissertations accepted for higher degrees 50k #=1.00

in Nigerian Universities, 1969—1870
25 Nigerian books in print, 1970. 1971 100 N300
2€ Nigerian Civil War, 1972 150 #4300
27 Theses and dissertations accepted for higher degrees

in Nigerian Universities, 1970—1971 50k 1.00
28. Libraries in Nigeria: a directory, 1971 #1.50 #3.00
29 Bibliograpny on labour in Nigeria, 1910—1971. 1974. ~1.50 #5.00
30 Meeting of the Working Group on Interlibrary Lending,

lle-Ife, April 24 & 25, 1974 #1.50 #2.00
31 Nigeria National Conference on Library Statistics,

Lagos, July 31 — August 3, 1973. (Report) 1974. #3.00 #6.00
32 Nominal list of practising librarians in Nigeria 1974 1976. 1.50 N=3.00
33 Peep hole into pre-independent Nigeria. 1975 #1.00 #1.50
34. Nominal list of practising librarians in Nigeria, 1976 1976. ~N1.00 #3.00

35 Transportation in Nigeria: a bibliography. 1975. ~N=3.00 #-5.00
36 Library cooperation in-Nigeria. Phase one inter-library lending

Handbook. 1976.
37 National digest of library statistics 1972, #3.00 N6.00
38 Libraries in Nigeria: a directory 1974,
30
40

Conference of State Librarians, 1975. Proceedings.

Theses and dissertations accepted for higher degrees
in Nigerian Universities, 1972—1973.

41 Scriptures in Nigerian languages — a bibliographv
42 Nigerian books in print, 1975.

(N.B. Series nos. 38 — 41 are not yet published)

PERIODICALS AND CURRENT BiBLIOGRAPHIES 1 National bibliography of Nigeria (Montnly, half-yearly and annually).
2 Nigerbibhos (Quarterly)
3 Annual reports

=




Continued from p. 16

““Government hospitals not involved with medical schools
often lack the full facilities of the paramedical sector”. He call-
ed on the government to improve the situation by the provi-
sion of some basic laboratory facilities usually found in teach-
ing hospital and used for investigations and diagnosis:

“Finally” ne writes, “a reference library is not easily ac-
cessible (if at all existing) to the doctors, yet it can be of
great value in stimulating the interest of doctors in searching
for references”’.

What is being done in this area?. | would say nothing. The
only service similar to this is what Hague (1975) reported as
medical library extension activities at Ahmadu Bello University
service. This covers three hospitals, Kaduna, Kano and Malun-
fashi.

This calls for a solution and challenge to planning acumen
of our profession.

Nigeria is a developing country with a developing economy.
It is one of the places where resources, both in human and
matzarials are scare. The survival of the nation vis-a-vis the
economy, depends on how these scarce resources are utilized.

We should not feel unconcerned anymore with things
around us. Health Sciences Information Services, | will suggest,
should permeate through our national resources for library
provisions. Libraries whether public special o academic must
be involved in this crusade.

The Nigerian Library Association as a body has also a part
to play. This could be achieved through the Health Sciences
Library and Information Services Group of the Nigerian Lib-
rary Association. The Group was inaugurated at a short but
impressive ceremony at the University College Hosptital, Ibadan
on the 26th of August, 1977.

I will not bother you with the aims of this Group since you
can get this from copies of the Newsletter published to com-
memorate the launching but | will like to mention here and
now that other countries, particularly in Africa, are looking
forward to Nigeria for a vigorous and more effective leader-
ship in the library profession. (Sheriff 1977), Librarian, Fou-
rah Bay College, University of Sierra Leone writes:-

“i ray delights because an inauguration ceremony de-
notes joyous activities of festivity though this is not all
that there is to a very important ceremony like yours.
There is a more serious and perhaps more memorable
aspect ot it. That of serious and thoughtful planning for
the development and nurturing of a professional associa-
tion. In this regard we hope your association will make
valuable contributions towards the development of me-
dical librarianship not only in Nigeria but in the inter-
national field. We therefore look forward to your gene-
rating innovative, practical and useful professional ideas
which would "help solve many of our bibliographic and
other problems in Health Sciences’.

Other papers delivered on the occasion emphasized among
others, the need to create a legal deposit library for copies
of published medical and scientific journals, staff development
through exchange and training.programmes with National Lib-
rary of Medicine in U. S., retrieval of scattered articles pub-
lished on Nigerian health problams in many foreign journals
and particularly (Nsolo 1977) hinted members of the Health
Seiences Library and Information Services (HSLIS) Group
at the launching ceremony about the Federal Ministry of
Health's proposal to build a new €entral Medical Library at

Yaba at a cost of N883.250 - what a happy note to sound
and it is indeed a welcome news

(Amosu 1977) is the latest of all papers affording us a
general review and future prospects of libraries serving the
health professions in Nigeria. She was forthright in saying:

..... The need for speedy and appropriate information
work will even be greater than in the present medical
schools because many faculty members will be far from
the library and so will students and will have to rely on
active assistance of librarians.”

Therefore we need in this country and West Africa in
particular the following:-

(a) A Health Information “Clearing House”- this will
be the nucleus of all health science libraries in the
country cooperating to make their holdings usable
by one another. This is necessary so that the library
clienteles will have access to all by submitting a requ-
est to one.

(b) A simple but very cogent statement of functions
which should include availability of information in
health sciences research institutions in West Africa.

(c) An organization composed of professionals and non-
professionals but interested individuals in the health
sciences literature services for West African countries.
The Health Sciences Library and Information Group
is a budding agent.

(d) Government sponsored Indexing Service for all locally
published journals. Irrespective of the fact that they
are included in foreign indexing service. This will
ensure accessibility and promptness.

Finally, knowledge of information is a commodity that
has value when it is exchanged or disseminated. But infor-
mations should be gathered and organized for use. Hence, the
trio - gathering, organising and disseminating of information
are desirable prerequisites to Information Exchange.

Unknown information, | submit, Mr. Chairman, is a loss of
both human and material resources. It leads to unnecessary
duplication and wasteful economic resources. To health mat-
ters, it can lead to loss of life if the right information no
matter in whatever form, failed to reach the right man at
the right time. Thank you for listening.




Contd. from Page 6

The question of a standard presen-
tation to ensure the presence of all
areas. required for full bibliographic
description of Nigerian produced bo-
oks should be taken up very seriously
by your Association this year. We are
at your service and are ready to pro-
vide any assistance in promoting this
whenever your executive committee
plans to launch it.

Generally speaking your association
should be concerned with standards.
We are no longér in the early stages of
publishing since we have the experien-
ce of other peoples to draw on. If we
adhere to existing standards we shall
not only place our products on a wi-
der market than this country, we shall

PUBLISHING AND DISSENMINATION OF KNOWLEDGE

also be in a position to contribute po-
sitively to the development and im-
provement of the standards in the
world context.

There is no doubt that we are ca-
pable of contributing, but before we
can we must use what there is and un-
derstand it. Then the Nigerian expe-
rience will afford stimulus for research
and improvement.

Book Production Statistics

I do not wish to stop. this brief dis-
cussion without drawing your atten-
tion to book production statistics whi-
ch is collected on national basis and

published by UNESCO. This is a very
important exercise and it is urged that
every publisher should endeavour to
facilitate the collection of such stati-
stics. If your executive so wishes we
can discuss the format for the collec-
tion at a future date.

Finally, we, that is libraries, as cor-
porate representatives of your consu-
mers would suggest that closer links
be maintained on these matters as this
is the only way to eliminate the skep-
ticism which usually pervades new id-
eas as these.

Mr. President, members of the Ni-
gerian Publishers Association, | thank
you for listening, and wish you a suc-
cessful annual general meeting.

IFLA 50" Anniversary: Focus on Universal

Bibliographic Control (UBC)

...Being the concluding part of the report of |EFLA—50th Anniversary made by members of staff who represented

Universal bibliographic control is a
long-term programme initiated by the
International Federation of Library
Associations and Institutions (IFLA)
to ensure effective control of biblio-
graphic records.

The basis of IFLA’s approach to
UBC was stated as early as 1969 in the
following resolution of the “Interna-
tional meeting of Cataloguing Experts”
(IMCE) organized by IFLA ““Commi-
tte on Cataloguing” at Copenhagen:

"Efforts should be directed towards
creating a system for the interna-
tional exchange of information by
which the standard bibliographic
description of each publication

would be established and distribu-
ted by & national agency in the
country of origin of the publication.
The means of distribution in such
a system would be through the me-
dium of cards or machine readable
records. The effectiveness of the
system will be dependent upon the
maximum standardization of the
form and content of the bibliogra-
phical description.”’

These objectives have been adopted
by IFLA and UNESCO as a major pro-
licy objective to work towards the
creation of a “world wide system for
the control and exchange of bibliogra-

the National Library of Nigeria at the Congress.

phic information”’; so as to make ““uni-
versally and promptly available, in a
form which is internationally accep-
table, basic bibliographic data on all
publications issued in all countries.”

In order to achieve the objectives
of UBC, both IFLA and UNESCO, for
more than two decades, have engaged,
at different levels and through various
activities, in the promotion and deve-
lopment of:-

(a)
(b)

National bibliographies

International standards for
the description of the materi-
als which form the contents
of the national bibliographies.

(c)  Channels for the prompt in-
terchanye of bibliographic re-

cords.

Reports of the activities of the
IFLA UBC office, and of the various
working groups established for the pro-
motion of the objectives of UBC, were
presented during last year’s IFLA Con-
gress in Brussels.

IFLA’s Programme of International

Stan:lar= Bibliographic Descriptions
ISBDs)

Mrs Dorothy Anderson, Director of
IFLA International Office for UBC,
oresented a detailed and comprehen-

sive progress report on the activities
of the UBC Qffice. The IFLA UBC
Office was established in Juty 1974 as
an extension of the IFLA Cataloguing
Secretariat (1971-74) and with an ex-
pansion of its activities, for §he pur-
pose of promoting and developing a
system of internaticnal bibliographic
communication.

Mrs. Anderson enumerated the achi-
evements in the area of standardiza-
tion especially with regards to the use
and adoption of the completed 1SBDs.
She reported on the finished and near-
completed products of the various wo-
rking groups on different I1SBDs.

For example, the International St-
andard Bibliographic Description for
Monographic Publications (ISBD(m)),
the 1st standard edition. of which was
published in 1974, has not only been
adopted and used by many national
bibliographic agencies, but has also
been translated into many languages.

A revised edition of the Interna-
tional Standard Bibliographic Descrip-
tion for serfals (ISBD (s) and the
first edition of nternational Standard
Bibliographic_Description for Non-Bo-
ok Materials, ISBD (NBM) were pub-
lished in August last year. Copies of
these publications, she promised would
be distributed freely to delegates at the

19




International Congress on National Bib-
liographies which followed immediate-
ly in Paris from September 12th to
15th, 1977. The following I1SBDs

ISBD (CM) — for Cartographic ma-
terials

and
ISBD (G) — General International

Bibliographic Descri-
ption were reported
ready for publication
by the end of this
year.

Reporting on the achievements in
the development of channels for the
prompt inter-change of bibliographic
records in machine readable format,
the UBC Office announced the publi-
cation of Universal MARC Format
UNIMARC which was then available
for purchase.

UNIMARC is recommended to co-
mputer-based bibliographic agencies for
use in their machine readable catalo-
guing. UNIMARC specifies the tags,
indicators and subfield codes to be
assigned to bibliographic records in
machine readable form, for mono-
graphs, serials, cartographic materials,
films, music and sound recordings.
UNIMARC will eventually be expan-
ded to include manuscripts and other
forms of materials.

The chairmen of the working groups
on two other ISBDs-namely, ISBD
(Music) and ISBD (Old Books) gave
progress reports on their activities.

Referring to previous comments and
the need for the revision of existing
ISBD texts, Mrs. Anderson envisioned
that so far as it was not possible to
anticipate all bibliographic problems
that might appear, and since biblio-
graphic matters were never static, ISBD
texts would continue to be criticised,
and consequently each text might not
hold firm for more than a few years.

Nevertheless, it would be impracti-
cal, in terms of time and money to con-
tinue to embark nn a series of revision
meetings as with ISBD(M) and ISBD(S).

However, future programmes would
be directed towards ensuring a combi-
nation of “’sensitivity to bibliographic
needs and users’ requirements with the
stability of printed texts’ -a task which
must be achieved “not too fast, so as
to leave users in a constant bewilder-
ment” and not too ‘“‘slow so that our
standardizaiton manuals lag behind bi-
bliographic changes."”

Concluding, Mrs. Anderson said

“IFLA, in its new structure is present-
20

ing a new professional image to the
world, and as part of this image will
be a new methodology in watching
over its bibliographic standardizing ac-
tivities.”” She hinted on the establish-
ment of a small consultative panel in
conjunction with the IFLA UBC Of-
fice, which was later discussed by the
Standing Committee of the Section
on Cataloguing.

She finally emphasized the role of
the national bibliographic agencies in
considering the implications of using
ISBDs nationally. Since the ultimate
goal of the acceptance of international
standard practices as the basis for de-
veloping UBC, is better service to lib-
rary users over a wider range of mate-

rials from many more countries, there
should be no hesitation in accepting
“space slash space, space colon space
...... " in other words, ISBDs.

Corporate Headings

Also as part of IFLAs efforts in
the area of standardization. the Work-
ing Group on Corporate Headings gave
a report of its recommendations con-
cerning the following:-

1. Corporate bodies for cataloguing
purposes

2. Problems concerning the form and
structure of corporate headings, ge-
neral consideration.

3. Territorial authorities.

4. Subordinate corporate bodies.

The Working Group on Gorporate
Headings recommended that an inter-
national standardization of the form
and structure of corporate headings is
essential, along with the use of autho-
rity files, for the realization of the
UBC programme.

Evaluating the Finger print Stan-

dardizing activities of IFLA has also
been extended to the recording of fin-
ger-prints. Mr. John Feather, Librarian
of Bodleian Library, Oxford Univer-
sity, gave a report of the “‘tests on the
use of finger prints in library catalo-
gues’’. The tests were carried out to
establish the ‘‘discriminatory ability
of the finger print.

According to the report, finger print
was designed to be used in union cata-
loguing projects with a machine reada-
ble discrimination in such projects
could be done by computer. But it was
always intended to be used in conjuc-
tion with conventional catalogui'g da-
ta, not as a substitute for it.

MRS B. S. BANKOLE

Absolute uniformity of practice in
recording finger prints was essential if
it was to perform its task properly. If
such uniformity of practice could be
achieved, there was no reason why
libraries should not record finger prints
as a matter of course in cataloguing
their own early printed books, as has
been done at the National Library of
Scotland.

Concluding, Mr. Feather recommen-
ded the establishment of a small stand-
ing committee to act as a clearing hou-
se for, and arbiter of, the problems en-
countered in the application of the
finger printing rules.

National Bibliographies as effective

weapons for Universal Bibliographic
Control.

The concept of UBC has always be-
en based on the creation of an interna-
tional network made up of component
national parts, all integrated at the na-
tional level to form the total system.
In order to achieve the objectives of
UBC, national bibliographic control
must be ensured through the develop-
ment of national bibliographies. At na-




tional levels, both IFLA and UNESCO
have supported and encourage the es-
tablishment in each country, of a na-
tional bibliographic agency which will:-
(a) Establish the authoritative bi-
bliographic record for each
new publication issued in the
country.

(b)  Publish those records with the
shortest possible dealy in a
national bibliography which
appears regularly.

(c) Produce and distribute the re-
cords in a standard physical
form i.e. cards, machine read-
able tapes, etc.

(d) Receive and distribute within
its own country similiar reco-
rds produced by other natio-
nal bibliographic agencies.

During last years IFLA conference
in Brussels, Dr. Gerhard Pomassl, chair-
man of IFLA Committee on Bibliogra-
phy, presented a comprehensive repo-
rt of ten years’ activities (1966—1976)
in the promotion and development of
national bibliographies.

These activities include, surveys and
analysis of the status of current natio-
nal bibliographies throughout the wor-
Id; the publication of the ‘“Synoptic
Tables concerning the current natio-
nal bibliographies”; and survey of the
status of bibliographies in the develop-

ing countries.

Dr. Pomassl in his report welcomed
IFLA’s decision to establish a section
on bibliography, which was to be mer-
ged with the section on cataloguing
to form the Division on Bibliographic
Control. This he said “means a new
quality in the bibliographical work wi-
thin IFLA, as the section on biblio-
graphy will be able to rely on the for-

mer Committee on Bibliography"’.
He recommended that the new sec-

tion should pay further attention to
the question of current and retrospec-
tive national bibliographies; and it sho-
uld assist particularly those countries
which have just started to build their
own bibliogrgphical system. Dr. Pomas-
sl hoped that together with the section
on cataloguing, there should be an ex-
change of experience between national
bibliographic centres on the introduc-
tion of international standards such as
ISBD, ISBN (International Standard
Book Number) and ISSN - Internation-
al Standard Serial Number.

The section on bibliography should
deal with the relations between UBC
and UAP {(Universal Availability of
Publications); and with the important
questions of international and national
cooperation between the natio al bib-
liographies and specialized bibiiogra-
phies. He concluded with the advice
that research should be done in many
implications automation had for biblio-
graphical work.

During the long discussion which
followed this presentation, a number
of issues concerning the coverage, com-
prehensiveness, of, and responsibility
for production of, national bibliogra-
phies; together with relationship to
archival collections and the bibliogra-
phic control of journal articles in or-
der to ensure full coverage, were raised
and debated.

Some of the questions raised were
postponed for further discussion dur-
i the World Congress on National
Bibliographies following the IFLA Con-
gress. However, it was unanimously
agreed that it was very important to
have “a bibliagraphy which is up-to-
date”.

The following resolutions were ma-
de at the end of the session - that re-
gional seminars where targets could
be set for periodic review should be
held; a journal of communicaiton sho-
uld be established; available hands to
be sent to other needing countries, and
finally that the programme should be
reviewed a year after the initial work-
shop.

International Congress on
National Bibliographies, Paris,
12—15 September, 1977
The UNESCQ'’s contribution to the

promotion of bibliographic control,
covers a wide range of programmes, in-

UNIVERSITY OF IFE BOOKSHORP LIMITED

lle-Ife, Ondo & Uyo

Academic & Textbooks
General books and Children's (esoecialiy picture-story books for younger children)
Wide range of paperbacks
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Specialists stockist of African creative writing — in English and French

+  Growing specialisation in Caribbean and Afro-American creative writing in English
Magazines and schoiarly periodicals
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» Gramphone records (Ife & Ondo shop)

+ Snacks & soft drinks (Ife shop)
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» Educational & social stationery
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UNIVERSITY OF IFE BOOKSHOP LTD.
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Uyo College of Education Campus, Phone 503 '
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uuding the standardization of library
statistics, manuals on various catalo-
gue tools; directories of reference wo-
rks in particular fileds and regions;
support for seminars and conferences;
and support for the work of non-gove-
rnmental international organizations
such as IFLA, ISO/TC 46 ({Interna-
tional Standards Organization Techni-
cal Committee 46 Decumentation)
and FID (International Federation for
Documentation)

The activities of UNESCO in the
area of UBC have been based on two
policies - concern for fundamental stu-
dy and research; and reliance on natio-
nal activities. UNESCO believes that
development of national conditions are
essential to the progress in universal
bibliographic control.

Fer this reason, it had in the past
sponsored series of regional meetings
on the planning of library services i.e.
tor Latin America in Quito in 1966;
for Asia in Colombo in 1967; for Af-
rica in Kampala in 1970. and for the
Arab countreis in Cairo in 1974.

The Paris World Congress or na-
tional bibliogranriies was organized by
UN:SCO, within the frame work of
its “General Information Programme”’
in collaboration with IFLA, as a fo-
rum for the meeting of many national
bibliographic agencies. The main ob-
jectives of the congress were to iden-
tify milarities and to suggest standard
practices for those elements which are
common to all natianal bibliographies;
and to make recommendations which
have validity for all, in order to faci-
litate the exchange df records and hence
to make the physical objects so reco-
rded more easily obtainable.

The congress was attented by over
200 experts made up of editors and
producers of national bibliographies
from the member countries of the

United Nations. During the four days
of the world congress, a working do-
cument, prepared by the IFLA inter-
national Office for UBC, copies of
which were sent in advance to all the
invited delegates, was examined and
discussed in detail.

The experts deliberated during the
eight working sessions on specific as-
pects, such as:- the national biblio-
graphy: basis and objectives; require-
ments and specifications; expansion
and developments and the national bi-
bliography of the futuare. It is remark-
able that the Director of the National
Library of Nigeria, Mr. S. B. Aje, was
elected the President of this World
Congress.

Ten resolutions were passed at the
conclusion of the congress, the high-
lights of which include:-

Legal deposit laws; selection of mate-
rials for the national bibliography; pre-
sentation and frequency of the printed
.iational bibliography; International in-
formation systems; the International
Scrials Data System and Resource Sha-
ring.

On legal deposit, it was resolved
that UNESCO draft model legislation
would serve as a basis for member
states in attaining national bibliogra-
phic control, and would take ‘nto ac-
count the relationship between copy
right and legal deposit. On selection
of materials for the national bibliogra-
phy, the Congress agreed, that national
bibliographies as a minimum, include
the records for monographs and first
issues and title changes of serials, in-
cluding official publications of the na-
tional imprint.

Considering the importance of the
International Serials Data System
{ISDS) the Congress resolved that me-
mber states should promote the esta-

blishment of a national serials data
centre, if possible, guithin the national
bibliographic agency and that the In-
terrelationship of the ISDS data file
and the serial records of national bi-
bliographies, be studied and the results
of the study be considered in the revi-
sion of the ISDS guidelines.

Finally, with regards to cooperation
and resource sharing, it was decided
that UNESCO and other appropriate
institutions be asked to provide the ne-
cessary funding to establish pilot sche-
mes for national bibliographic agencies,
or te produce national bibliographies
and to support national, regional or
international, seminars and training
workshops for these purposes

It is not possible to include every
detail in this short report. Therefore,
a fuller and more detailed analysis of
the deliberations at the congress, will
later be made available.

UBC, as conceived by IFLA and
UNESCO, is a long term policy, with
a programme of activities encompas-
sing a wide range of recommendations
and projects, some of which cannot be
expected to show results immediately.
However, as more countries adopt in-
ternational standards for their biblio-
graphic records, and as more countries
develop their computer based informa-
tion systems, the concepts of UBC will
become a reality.

Mrs. B. S. Bankole
Head, Cataloguing Dept.
National Library.
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