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Protocol

I am glad to address you today on this occasion of the flag-off of the 1999.
National Immunization Days scheduled for 9th-15th October, 1999 and 20th-
26th November, 1999, and the official launching of the Nigeria Immunization
Fund (NIF) which is a private sector initiative.

These events are great strides in our efforts to eradicate poliomyelitis—a
disease that cripples and occasionally kills our children, as well as ensuring
sustainability in our routine immunization services.

Polio is a vaccine preventable disease. It is one of the six childhood

communicable diseases targeted for control under the National Programme on
Immunization.

Since 1979, Nigeria has been part of the global Polio Eradication Initiative.
The Expanded Programme on Immunization was formally launched in 1984 and
renamed in Nigeria as the National Programme on Immunization in 1985 so as to
reflect its national identity as a programme by Nigerians, for Nigerians.

The 49th World Health Assembly in 1988, set the year 2000 as the target
date for global polio eradication. Amongst key strategies for polio eradication
are :

(7) National Immunization Day which involves the administration of Oral

Polio Vaccine to children under the age of 5 years ;

(i7) routine immunization aimed at providing infants with vaccine protection,

(iif)active surveillance reporting of cases of Acute Flaccid Paralysis to
measure the effectiveness of the immunization activities.

In May and June 1999, using the novel strategy of House-fo-House
immunization, over 20 million children were immunized with oral polio vaccine
in the 15 states that participated in the exercise. There is evidence that the House-
to-House strategy provided the best outreach to delivering vaccines and other
health services to the greater proportion of our children. Nigeria enjoys the pride
of being the first African Country to have adopted the House-to-House approach.
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dication of polio. The Nigeria Immunization Fund

will provide a much needed impetus for the achievement of this goal.
Polio has been cradicated from countries with

s R socio-economic profiles that
are similar to Nigeria's. So, we too ¢

o . an do it. Not that we have much choice ; polio
cradication 1s now a global issue, and we have no option but to strive and join the

league of polio-free nations. And with Nigeria having the unique chance granted
by the World Health Organisation to be the first nation in Africa to apply the

House~to—Hous_e strgtegy, we are rather obliged to succeed in order to encourage
our brother nations in Africa.

Qur Governm.ent through the National Programme on Immunization is
committed to providing all the necessary political will and support that will

ggarantee that every Nigerian child is protected against vaccine preventable
iseases.

In the pursuit of this objective, the government has not only procured vaccines
for routine and supplementary immunization services, but has also set up zonal
vaccine cold stores currently operational in Bauchi (North-East), Kano (North-
West) and Lagos (South-West) while arrangements have reached an advanced
stage for the take-off of three other Zonal Cold Stores at Minna (North-Central),
Warri (South-South) and Enugu (South-East) by the year 2000. It is my hope that
State and Local Governments will reciprocate the good gesture of the Federal
Government by fully supporting all immunization services.

At the end of the National Immunization Days, it is expected that every
household and every child under the age of five years will be identified and
immunized with Oral Polio Vaccine. The exercise requires extensive social and
political mobilization. It also requires massive mobilization of resources from
both public and private sectors.

The House-to-House immunization will provide the opportunity to extend
immunization services to communities that have till now been inaccessible. It
will also afford us the opportunity to stimulate mass awareness not only for NIDs,
but also for routine immunization services.

Furthermore, it will provide a forum for the communities to actively
participate in delivering immunization services and assist in searching for and
identifying cases of acute flaccid paralysis. It is obvious that this is a daunting
and expensive venture and the government cannot go it alone.

] also want to urge leaders in areas where there have been communal clashes
to put their differences behind them during the forthcoming National Immunization
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