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A p a r tn e rs h ip  
b e tw e e n  the  
Federal G overn ­

ment and the private sector 
is aim ed at k ick -starting  
activities in the real sector 
o f  the econom y to o k -o ff 
yesterday w ith a take-o ff 
inauguration o f  a N 4 .151 
billion Small and M edium 
S cale  In d u s tr ie s  E q u ity  
In v e s tm e n t S chem e 
(S M IE IS ) by  P re s id e n t 
Olusegun Obasanjo.

The schem e w hich is

33 banto boostsmall-scak influstrits with N4bn
By Osborne Adi Jn r b u s in e ss  o p e ra to rs , w ith  industries. la u n c h in g  in  Ab

being sponsored by 33 banks 
under the ausp ices o f  the 
Bankers Committee came on 
stream following a challenge 
th ro w n  to  cap ita l m arket 
o p e ra to rs  by  the  C en tra l 
Bank to prom ote small and 
medium  scale industries as 
p ivo t o f  resusc ita ting  our 
dwindling economy.

Under the new initiative,

b u s in e ss  o p e ra to rs , w ith  
asse t b ase  n o t exceed ing  
N 200 m illion , apart from  
trading are qualified to obtain 
funds to run their businesses 
in  c o n c e r t w ith  th e  
participating banks.

Specifically, the scheme 
requires banks to prom ote, 
invest, nurture and provide 
fin an c ia l and m an ag e ria l 
services to new and existing

industries.
D etails o f  the initiative 

in d ic a te d  th a t p a r tic u la r  
e m p h ase s  a re  p la c e d  on 
a g ro -a ll ie d , in fo rm a tio n  
te c h n o lo g y  and
t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  
manufacturing, educational 
e s ta b lish m e n t,  se rv ic e s , 
tourism  and le isure, solid 
m inerals and construction  
sub-sectors o f  the economy.

the
la u n c h in g  in  A b u ja , 
P re s id e n t O b asa n jo  
described the schem e as a 
c o l le c tiv e  d e s ire  o f  all 
stakeholders in the Nigerian 
econom y to reactivate and 
revitalise the industrial and 
agricu ltural sectors o f  the 
economy, “so as to achieve 
high and sustainable output 
and employment growth.” 

He noted that the scheme

h as  b ee n  c o n c e iv e d  in 
such a manner that it goes 
b e y o n d  th e  b an k s  
p rov id ing  the necessary  
funds and  then  fo ld in g  
their arms. “It calls for the 
active participation o f  the 
banks in the se tting-up , 
n u r tu r in g  and
development o f  the SMEs 
which will require them to 
bring in their expertise to 
the businesses to  ensure 
that they are run efficiently 

contd. on v s  2
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FG, States share N143bn
V  1  i-f T T .  „  T 1 s 3 m e £ W t f o r ! t s t a r l i e ,  in d ic a te d  t h . t  he w as th rea t position on fee m oney hat

J  By Suleim an M uham m ed | re^ sal t0 share the m oney unpetu rbed  by the th reat. “ It is their money and it been consistent, argued tha

The National Economic 
C o u n c il (N E C ) 
c o m p ris in g  the  36 

state governors under the 
c h a irm a n sh ip  o f  V ice- 
President A tiku Abubakar, 
,has reso lved  to  share the 
con troversia l $1.1 b illion  
(N143bn) excess crude oil 
m o n ey  k ep t in  the  
stabilisation account by the 
Federal Government.

The excess p ro fit accrued 
b a se d  on th e  F ed e ra l 
G overnm ent’s 2001 budget 
projections which fixed the 
price o f  crude oil at 18 dollars 
p e r barre l bu t w hich w as 
exceeded when prices for the 
same quantity skyrocketed to 
over 30 dollars.

The 36 sta tes had  last 
week threatened to drag the 
Federal Governm ent to the

Supreme Court for its earlier 
refusal to share the money 
am ong  the  th ree  tie rs  o f  
government.

P re s id e n t O lu se g u n  
O b a sa n jo . h o w ev er

in d ic a te d  th a t he w as 
unpetu rbed  by  the threat. 
“We shall meet in court,” he 
to ld  the g overno rs at the 
NICON Hilton Hotel, Abuja 

esterdav, in reaction to the

threat.
“It is their money and it 

is also our money, but it has 
not yet been budgetted,” the 
President stressed.

The governors, w hose

Obasanjo tasks African
_   •  A

p
leaders on security
re s id e n t O lu se g u n  mic development.
O b a sa n jo  has 
e n jo in e d  A fric an  

5 leaders to intensify security,
* peace and stability in order 
to ensure the success o f  the 
new African initiative, which 
w as in itia te d  to  p ronfo te  
in d u s tr ia l  g ro w th  in  the 
continent.

The president who gave 
the charge in Dakar, Senegal 
during the m eeting  o f  the 
Steering Com m ittee o f  the 
initiative said security, peace 
and stability in the continent 
serves as pre-condition for 
th e  su c c e ss  o f  A fric an  
dreams.

He said now that Africa 
w as on the threshold  o f  a 
new  re la tionsh ip  w ith  the 
in d u s tr ia lis e d  w o rld , it 
behoves on the leaders to 
provide the necessary envi­
ronm ent to promote econo-

The steering com mittee 
w as se t up  to  harm o n ise  
A frican econom ic p rogra­
mmes in anticipation o f  the 
continent’s next engagement 
with the G-8 countries.

“The resources are there. 
And there must be political 
will on both sides - Africa and 
our developm ent partners,” 
he said, adding that African 
leaders unanim ously endor­
sed the new  economic ini-

contd. on pg  2
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he Federal G overn­
m e n t has  ag a in  
extended the deadline 

 _______ _ for the privatisation o f NITEL

No Oba, no peace in Ilorin - Fasheun

President Olusegun Obasanjo (I), with the CBN.Governor, Dr. Joseph Sanusi (r) at the 
launching o f  Small and Medium Industries Equity Investment Scheme in Abuja... yesterday.

Pix: Kennedy Egbonodje

November now deadline for NITEL’s sale
fromSeptembertoNovember, A llow ed certair

eader o f  the O odua 
P e o p le s  C o n g ress  

/(O P C ), Dr. Fredrick 
Fasheun, yesterday declared 
that “unless there is a Yoruba 
O ba in  Ilo rin , the ancient 
town will have no peace. It is 
a question o f  justice. ’

Speaking in an exclusive 
interview with Daily Trust in

From Olumide Bajulaiye,
in Abeokuta

Abeokuta, Fasheun declared 
th a t, “ 15 p e rc e n t o f  the  
p o p u la tio n  en jo y  the  
presence o f  the Emir. Let the 
85 percent that are Yoruba 
enjoy an O baship in Ilorin 
land. This is what we are

contd. on pg  2

ju st as a new tim e-table has 
been approved for the sale 
ofNigerdock.

Consequently, the tim e­
table which was expected to 
h av e  te rm in a te d  on 
September 31,2001 has now 
been reviewed to end early 
November 2001.

M allam Hassan Usman, 
B P E  D e p u ty -D ire c to r  
(O p e ra tio n s )  sa id  at th e  
w eek ly  p re ss  b r ie f in g  in 
A buja, yes te rd ay  th a t the

extension follow ed certain 
development that emerged in 
the course  o f  fine-tun ing  
f in a n c ia l an d  re g u la to ry  
requirem ent o f  the company 
in  a p o s t-p r iv a t is a t io n  
market.

According to him, it was 
discovered that there were 
c e r ta in  g rey  a re a s  th a t 
needed to be cleared in order 
to put potential investors in 
a better picture o f  the entire 
transactions.

ForN igerdock, the new 
contd. on pg  2

position on the m oney has 
been consistent, argued that 
it becam e imperative for the 
F ed e ra l G o v e rn m e n t to  
re le a se  th e  $1.1 b ill io n  
(N143bn) in order for them to I 
deliver democracy dividend | 
to the electorate.

B r ie fin g  s ta te  h o u se  I 
correspondents jointly after I 
the five-hour NEC meeting, | 
presided over by the Vice-

contd. on pg  2\

Grenade kills 
teenager in Lafia
A teenager, M aste rl 

Abbati Sambo, 10, 
lost his life at the 

weekend in Lafia, Nasarawa 
State, while playing with an 
o b je c t su sp e c te d  to  be a |  
grenade.

T he fa th e r  o f  the  I 
d e c e a se d , A lh a ji A liy u  
S am bo  to ld  th e  N ew s 
Agency o f  Nigeria (NAN) in 
Lafia on M onday that the I 
incident occurred on Friday 
at No. 52, Makurdi Road in 
the state capital, at about 4 j 
p.m.

S am b o , sa id  the! 
deceased, who was until his I 
death, a primary four pupil o f  I 
Maiduname Primary School, I 
Lafia, collected the object 
from  h is younger b ro ther | 
shortly before it exploded.

H e sa id  A b b a ti w as I 
characteristically inquisitive 
and was fond o f  dism antling I 

contd. on pg  2
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President, the Governors d is c r ib e d  as the  n e a r
o f  Oyo, R ivers and Kebbi 
States, C hief Lam  Adeshina, 
Dr. Peter Odili, and Alhaji 
A dam u Aliero respectively 
sa id  th a t th e  F e d e ra l 
G o v e rn m e n t’s e a r lie r  
decision to keep the money 
had been reversed.

They subm itted that the 
m eeting therefore, directed 
the M inister o f  Finance, the 
A ccountant-G eneral o f  the 
Federation, and all the state 
commisisioners for finance to 
jo in tly  w ork out modalities 
for the sharing.

C h ie f  L ajn  A d e sh in a  
sta ted  tha t cu rren tly  m ost 
states cannot at present pay 
salaries and allow ances o f  
their w orkers “despite funds 
received from the federation 
account.”

Adeshina said, much as 
the governors be lieved  in 
s ta b ilis in g  th e  econom y, 
states are currently in poor 
financial positions.

Em phasising on w hat he

collapse o f  state trasuries, 
G overno r L am  A desh ina, 
declared: “O ur perform ance 
will be nill and we shall pose 
a d an g e r to  d em o crac y ,” 
argu ing  that it w as not in 
good faith  for the Federal 
Government to keep the $1.1 
b il l io n  w in d fa ll  in  the  
stabilisation account.

The new  developm ent, 
may likely reverse the earlier 
d e c is io n  by th e  s ta te  
g o v e rn m e ts  to  sue  th e  
Federal Government over the 
oil windfall. Six states, one 
each from the six geo-political 
zones, were earlier mandated 
to  sue  th e  F e d e ra l 
G overnm ent on the issue.

T h e  m e e tin g  a lso  
frowned at recent directive by 
the Central Bank o f  N igeria 
(CBN ) urging com m ercial 
banks to  evo lve stringen t 
m e a su re s  a g a in s t s ta te s  
w ishing to obtain loans for 
e x e c u tio n  o f  p ro je c ts .  
Consequently, the CBN has

33 banks Contd. from pg 1

an d  p r o f i ta b ly ,” th e  
president said.

H o w ev er, he sa id  
a l th o u g h  in a d e q u a te  
financing is considered to be 
a major obstacle facing small 
scale industries, the issue o f  
in a d eq u a te  in fra s tru c tu re  
rem ained  a c ritica l factor, 
hence, governm ent has put 
in place necessary measures 
to  r e h a b il i ta te  k ey  
infrastructural facilities such 
as pow er and energy.

President Obasanjo then 
en jo ined  the p artic ipa ting  
banks to ensure the success 
o f  th e  sc h e m e  by  fu lly  
c o o p e ra tin g  w ith  th e  
g o v e rn m e n t in  its  
determ ination  to revitalise

the economy.
T h e  C e n tra l B a n k  

G o v e rn o r, M r. Jo se p h  
S a n u s i, in  h is  a d d re s s , 
assured governm ent o f  the 
b a n k ’s c o m m itm e n t to  
nurture the scheme, saying 
it would grow and imbibe the 
virture o f  accountability.

T h e  s c h e m e ’s o p e ra ­
tional g u ide lines and re s ­
ponsibilities assigned to all 
stakeholders, he said, entails 
how  banks w ere to use and 
m anage their funds.

A ccording to  the CBN 
governor, all partic ipa ting  
banks have agreed to set-up 
units or offices to manage the 
funds on their behalf, in order 
to ensure the success o f  the 
scheme.

NITEL
tim e-table was a product 

o f  an ag reem en t betw een  
B P E  an d  a ll sh o r t l is te d  
in te n d in g  b id d e rs , w here  
prospective investors w ere 
given six weeks to conduct 
due diligence, w hile the core 
investor will em erge by the 
end o f  October, 2001.

T he e ig h t b id d e rs  fo r 
N ig e rd o c k  in c lu d e ; W est 
African Shipyards Ltd; KVO 
ASA; N avim or Consortium, 
Edobal Energy Co. L td and 
C o f le x ip s te n a  O ff -sh o re  
International.

Contd. from pg 1
O th e rs  a re ; S to ck  

O ffsh o re  S .A ., H ee re m a  
Maritime Contractors Nig Ltd 
an d  G lo b a l In te g ra te d  
Construetors Nig. Ltd".

T h e  T ra n sa c tio n  
Inform ation  m em orandum  
(IM ) fo r N IT E L  is to  be 
dispatched to core investors 
b y  M o n d a y  n e x t w eek . 
T hereafter, investo rs w ho 
w ish  to  p ro ceed  w ith  the 
te c h n ic a l  an d  f in a n c ia l 
bidding stage will be allowed 
access to the data room  for 
due process.

been directed to review  the 
policy.

Similarly, the governors 
described as “uncalled-for,” 
a c i rc u la r  b y  th e  C B N , 
directing states to lim it loans 
to their tenure. “There are 
capital projects that are o f  
lo n g  te rm  b e n e f it  to  the  
people, and as such these 
p ro je c ts  c a n n o t be 
co m p le ted  w ith in  a sho rt 
p eriod  o f  tim e ,” dec lared  
G o v e rn o r  P e te r  O d ili o f  
Rivers State.

Rivers Assembly protests, adjourns 
indefinitely over murder of legislator

A T?1X7*M*C* Ctofo IJ A* U'fl rtf

1 ;
Ihe Rivers State House of 
A ssem bly  (RV HA ) 
Monday reacted swiftly 

to the k illin g  o f  one o f  its 
m em bers by ad jo u rn in g  
indefinitely.

T he ad jo u rn m en t is to 
p ro te s t the k illin g  o f  Hon.- 
M onday Tam bari N dor and 
would remain in force pending 
the arrest o f his killers. Hon. 
Ndor, who represented Ichana 
II Constituency, \Vas killed on 
S unday  n igh t by yet to be

Gov Haruna sacks commissioner
Governor Boni Haruna of 

Adamawa State has 
sacked his com m i­

ssioner for Youths and Sports, 
Alhaji Mahmud Gurumpawo.

A terse statement signed by 
the Secretary to the State 
Government (SSG), Mr. John 
Manassa, said the governor 
relieved Alhaji Gurumpawo of 
his “appointment as a member 
of the state executive council 
with immediate effect.”

Although no reason was 
given for the decision, there has 
been a wide-spread speculation 
that Alhaji Gurumpawo might 
lose his post due to his poor 
relationship with the governor.

The former commissioner 
was also said to have expressed 
his in terest to contest the 
forthcom ing chairm anship 
election for Ganye Local 
G overnm ent council, the 
governor was however reorted 
to have declined to assure him 
of his support.

There have been growing 
speculations that Alhaji 
G warampawo was having 
romances with some political 
groups in the state, and that the 
governor had accused him of

From Abdullahi Tasiu 
Abubakar, in Yola

disloyalty.
However, in an interview 

with journalists in Yola after 
issuing the statement, the SSG 
said the rem oval o f  the 
commissioner was “a normal 
administrative change. It has 
nothing to do with any political 
undertone.”

Alhaji Gurumpawo, a former 
judge in the state judicial service 
commission, had reportedly 
made a desperate attempt to 
escape the sacking by contacting 
a respected traditional ruler in 
the state to come to his aid. But 
the governor had already issued 
the order for his removal before 
the traditional ru ler could 
intervene.

It was only a few months 
ago that Alhaji Gurumpawo 
formally disengaged from the 
judicial service commission 
following pressure from the 
state House of Assembly which 
ordered all serving 
commissioners to resign their 
civil service appointments as 
required by the 1999 
constitution.

F rom  W isdom  P atrick , in j
Port Harcourt with Agency\ 

Reports 
identified gunmen at the gateTof 
his Rumuomasi residence in 
Port Harcourt on his return from 
Bori in Ogoniland.

An ey ew itn e ss  to ld  the 
News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) 
that the killers had earlier called 
twice at the residence o f the 
legislator in his absence, saying 
they wanted to lobby him over 
issues re la tin g  to illegal 
structures in the state.

The legislator, who was, 
until his death, the chairman of 
the lands and housing 
committee of the Assembly, 
was also attacked a fortnight ago 
along with members o f his 
committee at the site of an illegal 
structure along Abonema Wharf 
in Port-Harcourt. 1

The Speaker, Mr. Chibuike 
Amadi, who led other legislators 
to the residence of the deceased 
as well as the office of the Rivers 
State Police Commissioner, said 
members o f the Assem bly 
would not resume sitting until 
concrete result was recorded by 
the police in the murder ease.

Amadi wondered why the 
police commissioner refused to 
honour an invitation by the 
Assembly over the increasing 
rate o f  robbery and 
assassinations in the state.

He said members o f the 
assembly were angry at the 
gruesom e m urder o f Ndor, 
stressing that they would not 
resume sitting until their safety 
was assured.

Amadi recounted several 
incidents of threats, attacks and 
harassment of the legislators, 
which, according to him, had not

Oba Contd. from pg  1 
advocating. A nd unless are trying to correct them  so

there is this justice done in 
Kwara, there will be no peace. 
The agitation w ill continue.

“I f  justice has been done 
to the Igbo in Kwara and they 
have been given an Eze, w hy 
are the Yorubas, the original 
owners o f  the land, denied a 
leadership o f  an Oba,? It is 
unfair, it is unjust, and we will 
not allow  peace to reign.”

T h e  le a d e r  o f  the  
m ainstream  O PC  stressed  
that “anybody w ho th inks 
Ilorin doesn’t belong to the 
Y o ru b as  d o es  n o t 
understand the history o f  this 
nation. All others w ho speak 
against the Oba in Ilorin are 
trying to annex Yorubaland.

S p e a k in g  fu r th e r ,  he 
observed that “in our recent 
h is to ry , w e k n o w  th a t 
m istakes were m ade and we

tia tive , w hich  w as the 

m erger o f  the m illennium  

p a r tn e rs h ip  fo r  A fr ic a n  

recovery  prog-ram m e and 

the Omega, plan conceived 

by  th e  S e n e -g a le se  
President.

He said African leaders 

were challenged to work with

Obasanjo Contd. from

G-8, with Canada as chair­

person o f  the next sum m it at 

which detailed programme o f 

action will be submitted, and 

u rg e d  th e  c o m m itte e  to  
produce a clean docum ent 

for presentation to African 
leaders.

pg  l
President Obasanjo em p­

hasised tw o critical factors 
for effective imple-mentation 
o f  the action plan, saying, all 
A frican  m em bers m ust be 
ca rrie d  a lo n g , and s ta k e ­
ho lders m ust be educated  
and co n v in c e d  ab o u t the 
relevance o f  the concept to

that there will be peace, there 
will be developm ent, there 
will be progress in Kwara and 
Nigeria as a whole. But to say 
that Ilorin doesn’t belong to 
Y oruba is standing history 
on the head.”

Fasheun further pointed 
out that the present Em ir o f  
Ilorin w as known as Kolapo 
“w hich he adopted to enable 
him  gain the support o f  the 
Yorubas in his quest for the 
Ilorin throne, but he tactically 
changed his Yoruba nam e to 
Sulu-Gambari on assumption 
o f  office.”

W hen asked to com m ent 
on whether the present emir 
w ill be rem oved to actualise 
th e ir  d ream , Dr. F ash eu n  
explained that “we are not 
saying there shouldn’t be an 
Em ir o f  Ilorin to cater for 
th o se  w h o  b o w  to  th e  
turban. But for peace, justice 
and fair play, the 85 percent 
o f  the population w hich the 
Yoruba constitutes m ust be 
allow ed to have the ir own 
leader.

“And Yoruba traditional 
leaders are “Obas,” so there 
is no way we will not have an 
Oba in Ilorin. The presence 
o f  an O ba for the Yorubas in

Ilo rin  o f  cou rse  does not 
mean that we are sending out 
the emir to whom the Fulanis 
now  pay obeisance.”

H e p o in te d  o u t th a t 
various tribunals have been 
set up in th a t regard  and 
urged the state governm ent 
to  re le a se  th e  E k u n d ay o  
report on the matter. He said 
he w as no t su rp rised  that 
people like Saraki are saying 
there is no Yoruba in Ilorin, 
add ing  tha t “w hen  Saraki 
w ants to  identify  w ith the 
Yorubas, he bears Olusola, 
but the m om ent he goes up 
N orth, he bears Abubakar. 
So we are not w orried about 
his inconsistencies.”

He, however, debunked 
the rum our that some South- 
West governors are planning 
to m ake use o f  OPC during 
the forth-com ing elections, 
adding that OPC does not 
c o n s ti tu te  p o li t ic a l  fo o t 
so ld ie rs  fo r any  p o litica l 
platform.

“We are for every Yoruba 
person. I f  a Yoruba person 
constitutes a good material, 
an electoral material, we will 
queue behind such a person 
whether he is in AD, PDP or 
APP. We are not partisan, we 
are political,” he said.

Dr. Peter Odili
been addressed by the police.

Responding, the Rivers 
Police Com m issioner, Mr. 
Stanley Egwuelu, condolcd them 
on the loss of their member.

He, however, said he had, in 
response to the invitation of the 
assembly, sent an Assistant 
Com m issioner o f police to 
represent him because he had 
“other pressing matters.”

Egwuelu said the police was 
doing its best and recalled the 
commendation the command 
received from the president 
during the last security retreat 
in Abuja.

He assured that the police 
would do its best to apprehend 
those behind the murder of the 
legislator.

Meanwhile, the corpse of 
the deceased has been deposited 
by members o f the assembly at 
an undisclosed mortuary in Port 
Harcourt.

A peoples Dem ocratic 
Party (PDP) top notcher from 
the area, told the News Agency 
o f  N igeria (NAN) in Port 
Harcourt, that the legislator 
from the drisis-torn area of 
Ogoni, was shot on the head at 
his gate as he was driving into 
his house at the Market Road in 
Rumuomasi in the state capital.

The state House of 
Assembly did not sit as the 
legislators had trooped to late 
N dor’s residence on a 
condolence visit.

Grenade Contd.

from pg  1

any object at his disposal.
• He said the child was in 

the process o f  playing with 
the object w hen it exploded, 
an d  th e  so u n d  o f  the  
explosion heard within a wide 
area.

Sambo said that the boy 
w h o se  r ig h t  p a lm  and  
s to m a c h  w ere  b a d ly  
dam aged in the explosion, 
w as im m ediately rushed to 
th e  L a f ia  S p e c ia lis ts  
Hospital, w here doctors and 
other para-medical personnel 
struggled in vain to save his 
life.

“M y gentle Abbati died 
before m y own eyes in the 
hospital, reeling in  pain  at 
about 8 p.m,” Sambo sobbed.

He said he reported the 
case to  the N igeria  po lice 
post along M akurdi road.

H o w ev er, w h en
contacted, the Police Public 
R e la tio n s  O fficer, Isaach  
Ochanehi told N A N  that the 
c o m m an d  w as  y e t to  be 
inform ed about the incident.
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Yorubas will decide over Obasanio at the appropriate time -  Ige
T  ‘   ".. '

he M inister o f  Justice 
an d  A tto rn e y -  
G eneral, C h ief Bola 

Ige, said Yorubas would take 
a d ec is io n  on w h e th e r  to 
support President Olusegun 
O basanjo’s candidacy for the 
2003  e le c tio n s  a t the

appropriate time.
S peak ing  in  L agos on 

M onday at a lecture marking 
the 60lh anniversary ofYoung 
M en C hristian A ssociation 
(Y M C A ), Ig e  sa id  the  
d e c is io n  t o ' su p p o r t 
Obasanjo or not has nothing

Gana commends 
Haruna’s achievements

Inform ation and National 
O r ie n ta tio n  M in is te r , 
P rof. Je rry  G ana , has 

com m ended G overnor Boni 
Haruna o f  Adamawa State for 
his adm inistration’s policy o f  
completing all the abandoned 
projects it inherited.

M a k in g  th e
com m endation  at a public 
forum  in A dam aw a at the 
w eekend  at the end o f  an 
inspection tour o f  projects in 
th e  s ta te  by  the  n a tio n a l 
m edia tour entourage, Gana 
id e n tif ie d  som e o f  such  
p ro je c ts  as th e  s t a te ’s 
s e c re ta r ia t,  an d  the  s ta te  
House o f  Assembly complex.

T he tw o  p ro je c ts  had  
been abandoned for alm ost 
tw o d ecad es  by  p rev io u s  
adm in istra tion . O thers, he 
said, were the rehabilitation 
o f  roads, ed u catio n al and 
m e d ic a l in s t i tu tio n s ,  
including rural electrification 
and w ater projects.

H e said the state 
government had even gone 
further to provide new 

Im edica l  and educational

1 facilities, adding that by so 
doing, it had brought dignity 
} to dem ocracy and restored 

I p e o p le ’s c o n f id e n c e  in 
I government.

G ana stressed the need 
I fo r  a i r  the  th re e  tie rs  o f  
I g o v e rn m e n t to  s tr iv e  to  
[ re s to re  c re d ib i l i ty  to  
I d e m o c ra c y  by  m a k in g  
I governance relevant to  the 
J people, particularly through 
I the provision o f  all the basic 
[necessities that would make 
j life worth living.
I Speaking earlier, Haruna 
I sa id  so o n  a f te r  h is  

ad m in is tra tio n  d iscovered  
th e  a b a n d o n e d  p ro je c ts  
w h ich  (Put a c ro ss  a ll the  
socio -econom ic sectors, it 
adopted the ph ilosophy  o f  
prioritizing and com pleting

the projects, and w ent ahead 
to  rehab ilita te  all ex isting  
structures.

H a ru n a  sa id  th ro u g h  
such measures, a conducive 
en v iro n m e n t h ad  b ee n  
c re a te d  fo r  te a c h in g  and  
learning in the schools, as a 
result o f  which appreciable 
in c re a se  in  s tu d e n t 
en ro lm e n t an d  a c ad e m ic  
e x c e lle n c e  h ad  b ee n  
achieved.

Prof. Jerry Gana

FG flags off work 
on third road 

project in Gombe
The M in ister o f  S tate for 
W orks and H ousing , Mr. 
G a rb a  A li on  M o n d a y  
f la g g e d -o f f  w o rk  on  the  
rehabilitation o f  the 128 km 
Gombe-Dukku-Darazo road, 
w hich is being executed by 
the Federal Governm ent at a 
cost o f  more than N3 bi 11 ion.

S p e a k in g  a t the  
ce rem o n y , A li sa id  th e  
execution o f  the project was 
divided into two sections, 
section one covers 70 km 
s ta r ts  fro m  G o m b e  and 
te tm in a te s  at D u k k u , in 
Gombe State, while section 
two covers the 58 km stretch 
from  D ukku to D arazo, a 
town in Bauchi State.

He announced that two 
reputable road construction 
firms had been engaged to 
h an d le  the co n tra c t w ith  
section  one cos ting  N 1.6 
b illio n  b e in g  h an d led  by 
D e k it C o n s tru c tio n  
Com pany while section two 
w as a w a rd e d  to  T r ia c ta  
Engineering Construction at 
a cost o f  N 1.4 billion.

The m inister said. Dekit 
and Triacta were picked to 
hand le  the tw o co n trac ts  
because they had executed 
previous ones aw arded to 
th e m  s a tis f a c to r i ly  and  
e x p re sse d  th e  h o p e  th a t 
th e y  w o u ld  ju s t i fy  the  
confidence reposed in them.

Ali also d isclosed that 
the scope o f  w ork on the 
projects included executing 
“a firm  and good quality  
fin ished  road , capab le  o f  
ta k in g  tra f f ic  tw ic e  the  
existing capacity.”

The minister recalled that 
P re s id e n t O lu se g u n  
Obasanjo, while on a state 
visit to Gombe State last year, 
p ro m ise d  to  p la c e  the  
rehabilitation o f  the road on 
the priority list o f  the Federal 
Governm ent, adding that he 
was happy that the prom ise 
had been fulfilled.

to do w ith politics.
His words: “The mere fact 

that one loves the Pope or is 
w illing to w ork with him  does 
n o t m a k e  on e  a R o m an  
Catholic,” adding that, “I am 
not in a PDP government, but 
in O basanjo’s governm ent,” 
he added.

T h e  N ew s A g e n c y  o f  
Nigeria (NAN) reports that the 
O yo S tate  G overnor, Lam  
A d e s in a , w as  re c e n tly  
suspended by the Afenifere 
in  the  s ta te  fo r a ff irm in g  
support for the re-election o f  
Obasanjo in 2003.

On the 2003 elections, Ige,

who is also Deputy Leader 
o f  Afenifere, a Pan-Yoruba 
socio-cultural group, said 
a n y b o d y  w ho  th in k s  
Y oruba p eo p le  w ill  see 
paople rigging the elections 
w ill not live to hear the 
result.

. “Yorubas will take your 
bread with the N500 notes 
inside and will spend it but 
will still vote our own way,” 
he said.

O n em erg ing  Y oruba 
groups such as the Yoruba 
Council o f  Elders (YES), the 
m inister said they did not 
depict any form o f  disunity.

Chief Bola Ige

“T he Y oruba co u n c il o f  
elders is not against Yorubas.

W hat w e have is only some 
m is u n d e rs ta n d in g  am o n g  
small group o f  leaders,” he 
explained.

He claim ed that Yorubas 
were 50 years ahead o f  other 
ethnic groups educationally, 
and  a ttr ib u te d  th is  to  the 
legacy o f  late C h ief Obafemi 
A w olow o  an d  th e  fre e  
education program m e o f the 
Second Republic.

He restated the need for a 
national conference to review 
the 1999 constitution, stating 
that “there is need for all o f 
us to sit round a table and 
agree or disagree over some 
aspects o f  the constitution.

Nigeria, Niger Rep take inventory Of border resources
®  7 ”  1  "  alrPT ,nP S tn  r.nmhfll

N lg e ria  and N ig e r 
Republic are to set up 
a technical committee 

to  jo in t ly  u n d e rta k e  an 
inven to ry  o f  the resources 
along the boundary between 
the countries.

A communique issued at 
end o f  a four-day international 
sem inar on  N ig eria -N ig e r 
tra n sb o rd e r  co -o p e ra tio n , 
stated that experts from the two 
co u n tries  shou ld  evo lve  
efficient and scientific methods 
o f  u til iz in g  the  av a ilab le  
resources.

The communique said the 
human and natural resources 
along the boundary should be 
efficiently managed to allow for 
the sustainable development o f 
the those resources for the 
socio-economic growth o f  the 
two countries.

It said there was the need 
to  e s tab lish  m ore bo rd er 
markets and free trade zones at 
strategic locations along the 
border, adding .that private

Aviation: FG 
retires directors

sp a n  o f  the going re- 
o r g a n i s a s i o n 
iro g ra m m e in the 

u\ U.iK-r. u i ,iK in 
, t. ‘u 'ar. %>._
‘ .! " l. i*..l -

'
retirement o f  four directors. 
They are: Mrs. A.O. OJuwo, 
Director o f  Finance;.»Mr. A. 
O d ir i. D irector!,, o f  
A d m in is tra tio n : Glj>t. A. 
Azike, Ag. Director or^irline/ 
Operations and Mr. Kola Ojo, 
Ag. Director o f  Kngineering.

T he re tirem en t no tice , 
w h ic h  ta k e  c f fe c t  from  
M onday , d ire c te d  a ll the 
directors to  handover their 
responsibilities to  the next 
m o st s e n io r  o f f ic e r  in 
com m and  in th e ir  various 
departm ents w ho w ill now 
o v ersee  the  a ffa irs  o f  the 
departm ents.

In another developm ent, 
th e  p re s id e n t has  a lso  
approved the appointm ent o f 
Alhaji Yusufii Mohammed, as 
s u b s ta n tiv e  M a n a g in g  
D irector, N igeria  A irspace 
M a n a g e m e n t A g en c y  
(N A M A ) w ith  im m ed ia te  
effect.

entrepreneurs and nationals 
o f  the two countries should 
utilize the facilities provided 
by financial institutions in 
bo th  co u n tries  fo r the 
prom otion o f  international

commerce.
T he com m unique

reco m m en d ed  th a t the tw o 
co u n tries  shou ld  es tab lish  
perm anent jo in t institutional

ag e n c ies  to  com bat
desertificatiQn, drought, flood, 
the shrinking o f  Lake Chad, 
q u e lea  b ird s  invasion ,
agricultural pests and human 
and animal diseases

Gov Yar’Adua signs Sharia bill into law
G

o v e rn o r  U m ar 
■Yar’A d u a  o f  
Katsina State, has 

signed the codified Sharia 
law  in  K a ts in a  S ta te  
em pow ering  the a lready  
estab lished  Sharia courts 
to entertain criminal cases.

The C om m issioner o f  
In fo rm a tio n , A lh a ji 
S u le im a n  J ib ia , w ho 
disclosed this to newsmen 
in K atsina  M onday, said 
K a ts in a  S ta te  w as 
d e te rm in e d  to  en su re  a 
sm o o th  and  e f fe c tiv e  
im plem entation o f  Sharia

From Hassan A. Karofi,
in Katsina________

legal system in the state.
He said it becam e necessary 

to  c o d ify  th e  law s so th a t 
ju s t ic e  c o u ld  b e  e a s ily  
dispensed as justice delayed is 
justice denied.

A lh a ji Ju b ia  ad d ed  th a t 
governm ent would provide tfic 
necessary  suppo rt to  e n s u rt 
th a t  law s an d  o rd e r  are 
preserved to create a  peaceful 
co-existence in the state.

In another development, the 
state executive council meeting 
has approved  the re lease  o f

N 100 million to the Katsina 
Is la m ic  U n iv e rs ity ,
e s ta b l is h e d  by  a non  
governmental organization to 
aid its m ission o f  providing 
qualitative education to the 
p e o p le  o f  th e  s ta te , 
particu larly  in the areas o f  
Islam ic know ledge, science 
and law.

H e ad d ed  th a t 
g o v e rn m e n t b e lie v e s  the 
g e s tu re  w ill d o u se  the  
a g i ta t io n s  fo r  th e
e s ta b l is h m e n t o f  s ta te  
u n iv e rs i ty  as b e in g  
championed by some citizens
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From Hassan A. Karofi,
in Katsina

S a ra h  J ib r i l  la m b a s ts  
critics o f Sharia
F o rm e r  p re s id e n tia l  

aspirant and chieftain 
o f  th e  u n re g is te re d  

Progressive Liberation Party,
M rs. S a rah  J ib r i l ,  has 
d e s c r ib e d  c r i t ic s  a g a in s t 
Sharia implementation as ill- 
motivated.

S he in s te a d  c a lle d  on  
th em  to lo o k  in w ard  and  
establish their own religious 
laws so that a just an4 morally 
u p righ t so c ie ties  cou ld  be 
maintained.

Mrs. Jibril tofci journalists 
in Katsina during a one-day 
c o n fe re n c e  on  w o m en  
em ancipation  organised  by 
th e  P u b lic  E n lig h tm e n t 
Project, a non-governm ental

o rg an iz a tio n  on M onday , 
tha t since Sharia  is about 
m o ra l u p r ig h tn e s s  and  
co rrec tion  o f  m oral v ices, 
th e re  w as no reaso n  w hy 
a n y b o d y  sh o u ld  o p p o se  
such feat for ju st opposition 
sake.

She said that she had in 
some occasions urged some 
Christian cleric to instead o f  
opposing Sharia, fight for 
th e  e n tre n c h m e n t o f  
C h r is t ia n  co d e  o f  
r ig h te o u s n e s s  in  the  
constitution so that m orality 
could be enhanced.

C itin g  c u s to m a ry

tradition, where w idow s and 
th e  lik e  a re  su b je c te d  to  
d o m e s tic  h u m an  r ig h t 
v io la tio n s ,  sh o u ld  be 
c o r re c te d  th ro u g h  such  
codes.

She chided the unethical 
nature o f  N igerian  political 
leadership as an anom aly that 
su ch  re lig io u s  te a c h in g s  
should be able to deal with.

Mrs. Sarah Jibril therefore, 
called on both Christians and 
m uslim s to understand each 
other’s rights and protect them 
so th a t  m e a n in g fu l 
d e v e lo p m e n t an d  g ro w th  
could be achieved.

She u rged  N igerians to 
e n c o u ra g e  d ia lo g u e  and  
w orkshops that w ould unite 
followers o f  both religions so

FG urged to hasten work on Odi
1 T1 I n  « r . ■ I i t  J  * 1-  ' .. i. _By Katharina HerdaT he F e d e ra l
Government has been 
urged to speed up the 

reconstruction o f  Odi town,
Bayelsa State, and save the 
people from further suffering 
as th e  to w n  w as a lm o s t 
d e s tro y e d  tw o  y e a rs  ago  
after the killing o f  security 
men sent to quell a communal 
uprising in the area.

The governing council o f  
the National H um an Rights 
Commission, which had its 7,h
S ta tu to ry  m e e tin g  in th e  President Olusegun Obasanjo 
B a y e lsa  s ta te  c a p ita l ,  Odi town to am eliorate their 
Y enagoa, betw een  the 29 th hardship, 
and the 31s1 o f  July, 2001, also A c c o rd in g  to  th e
re q u e s te d  th e  F e d e ra l A ssistant D irector o f  Public 
G overnm en t to hasten  the A ffairs and Inform ation o f  
rehabilitation o f  the people o f  the NHRC, C h ief (M rs.) T.

Nwodo, who disclosed this to 
D a ily  Trust in  A b u ja , 
yesterday, the council noted 
after a visit to the town, that 
th e  500  h o u s in g ' u n its  
prom ised by governm ent was 
yet to be implemented.

T h e  c o u n c il  h ad  
discovered that nothing had 
been done to reconstruction 
o r reh ab ilita te  the tow n or 
people. So, it now called on 
g o v e rn m e n t to  fu lf i l l  its  
promise without further delay.

In another developm ent, 
the council has called for the 
im m e d ia te  p ro v is io n  o f  
accommodation for 250 police 
officers currently living in their 
offices in Bayelsa State. C hief 
(M rs.) T. N w odo described 
th is  as a v io la tio n  o f  the 
officers’ right to dignity.

Boni Haruna warns board 
members against corruption

Governor Boni Haruna 
o f  A d am aw a S tate  
has  w a rn e d  b o a rd  

m em bers in the state against 
engaging in corrupt practices.

S p e a k in g  a t the  
inauguration o f  the chairmen 
and m em bers o f  the boards 
an d  p a ra s ta ta ls  in  Y ola 
recently, the governor said he 
would not condone any form 
o f  corruption.

“ It goes w ithout saying 
that you must avoid engaging 
in corrupt p ractices o r any 
negative tendency that would 
portray  th is governm ent *n  
bad light,” he added.

In s te a d , y o u  sh o u ld  
p reoccupy  yourselves w ith 
g en e ra tin g  new  ideas tha t 
w ould raise the m anagem ent 
standards o f  your respective 
boards,” he said.

The governor also warned 
against rivalry and conflicts 
b e tw e e n  th e  b o a rd s  an d  
m anagem ent o f  governm ent 
agencies.

“ I m u s t w arn  th a t 
governm ent will not tolerate 
u n n e c e s sa ry  f r ic t io n  and  
c o n f lic t o f  ro le s  b e tw een  
board and its m anagem ent,” 
he added.

He charged them  to be

From Abdullahi Tasiu 
Abubakar, in Yola

efficient in the discharge o f  
their duties, and to encourage 
the sta te  civ il se rvan ts to 
improve their productivity.

T h e  g o v e rn o r  a lso  
inaugurated two com mittees 
fo r the im plem enta tion  o f  
g o v e rn m e n t’s o w n e rsh ip  
occupier policy on housing

and for R oad D evelopm ent 
Agency.

H e said, “no am ount o f  
blackm ail,” would m ake his 
governm ent reverse its policy 
o f  selling governm ent houses 
to civil servants.

Responding on behalf o f  
the com m ittees’ members, the 
state Com missioner o f  Works, 
Alhaji A dam u Aliyu, who is 
also their chairm an, assured 
the governor that they would 
ca rry  ou t th e ir  assignm en t 
with diligence.

Pipeline fire threatens Ogonfiand
A  n  p n \ n r A n m p n t o l  1 . . .n e n v iro n m e n ta l 

d e v a s ta t io n  o f  
u n i m a g i n a b l e  

p ro p o rtio n  ap p e a rs  to  be 
currently staring Ogoniland 
in the face.

T he N ew s A g en c y  o f  
Nigeria reports that the entire 
area was being ravaged by 
fire unless urgent steps are 
taken  to pu t o f f  scores o f  
p ip e lin e  f ire s  ig n ite d  by 
p ipe line  excavators in the 
area.

T he f ire s ,  w ith  the  
attendant thick black smoke, 
an d  n o tic e a b le  fro m  a 
d is ta n c e , e m a n a te  fro m  
different points in trenches 
where groups o f  youths have

been  ex c av a tin g  p ip e lin e s  
belonging to Shell Petroleum  
D e v e lo p m e n t C o m p an y  
(SPDC).

A N A N  co rresponden t, 
who accom panied assem bly 
reporters on a tour o f  Gokona 
C onstituency  in O goniland 
reports that Kpor, the capital 
o f  Gokana district, where two 
o f  the fire sites were located, 
a p p e a rs  to  h av e  lo s t its  
farmlands to the oil fire.

M eanwhile, the sites were 
litte red  w ith  crude  o il, all 
children aged between 10 and 
12 w ho were scooping some 
o f  th e  c ru d e  o il, f le d  on 
sighting the reporters.

that a peaceful and healthy 
nation could be built.

E arlier in his speech. 
Justice  M usa D anladi o f  
Court o f  Appeal, described 
wom en as an em bodiment 
o f  m o ra l e m a n c ip a tio n  
w hich Sharia legal system 
tends to  protect.

H e sa id  th e  
m isco n c e p tio n *  a b o u t 
Sharia  w as borne out o f  
ignorance o f  the law  which 
h as  g iv e n  w o m en  th e  
highest regard m 6re than 
any religion.

Q u o tin g  fro m  th e  
Q ur’an and Sunnah, Justice 
Danladi, argued that unlike 
w hat was portrayed about 
Islam regarding women, the 
re l ig io n  g a v e  th e  
W omanhood a conducive 
an d  re sp e c tfu l p o s itio n  
than any constitution.

H e sa id  u n le s s  the  
constitution was about half 
nakedness and portrayal o f  
w o m en  as se x u a l 
com m odities, Sharia  has 
p laced them  three grades 
above m en ju s t  to  show  
how  im portant they are to 
the world.

H e, th e re fo re , u rg ed  
w om en to understand the 
re l ig io u s  p ro v is io n s  o f  
Sharia  and explore it for 
their betterment.
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Lagos C J  refutes 
media reports

he L ag o s  S ta te

T C h ie f  Judge , has 
refuted  reports in 

som e national dailies (not 
D aily  Trust) th a t  som e 
indicted judges are still in 
p ra c tic e  in  th e  s ta te  
judiciary.

In a statem ent issued by 
the A ssistant C h ief Press 
O ff ic e r , L ag o s  S ta te  
Ju d ic ia ry , W asiu  B. 
O lu sey e , s ta ted  th a t the 
L agos S tate C h ie f  Judge 
(CJ), Justice I.A. Sotuminu 
d id  no t g ran t any  m edia 
interview  last W ednesday 
as reported.

He said that it was on 
Tuesday, A ugust 14, 201 
that the ch ief judge, while 
g ran tin g  an in te rv iew  to 
m e m b ers  o f  a N o n ­
governmental Organisation 
(NGO), “Access to justice,” 
s ta te d  a m o n g s t o th e r  
things that the allegations 
a g a in s t th e  tw o ju d ic ia l

From Adelanwa Bamgboye,
__________ in Lagos__________

o f f ic e rs  w ere  s ti l l  b e in g  
investigated by the Babalakin 
panel o f  inquiry set up by the 
National Judicial Council and 
n o t th e  L ag o s  S ta te  
governm ent as reported.

CHANGE OF NAME
I formerly known as MISS NKE 
CHINYERE KALU now wish 
to be called MRS NKE 
CHINYERE OKECHUKWU 
EZE. All firm er documents 
ramains valid; Internal Affairs 
Ministry, CIPPO and the public 
to note

1, formerly MISS JUM MAI 
ADAMU now MRS JUMMAI | 
GIDEON GOJE N A N.N.M. 
and public take note.

Anglican bishop to expel 
priests in secret cult

Gov Bola Tinubu

Any A nglican priest or 
m em ber who belongs 
to a secret society will 

be e x -c o m m u n ic a te d , th e  
Anglican Bishop o f  Enugu, Dr. 
E m m anuel C hukw um a has 
said.

S p e a k in g  a t th e  
inaugura tion  o f  N ike-W est 
Archdeaconry, at St. Andrews 
A n g lic a n  C h u rc h , T ra n s-  
Ekulu Housing Estate, Enugu, 
on Sunday, Chukwum ah said 
that the Enugu dioceses could 
no longer tolerate “so-called 
C h r is t ia n s  w ith  d iv id e d  
loyalty.”

T h e  b ish o p  a lso  
an n o u n ced  th a t an y  p r ie s t 
w ho fa iled  to  p e rfo rm  his 
functions with the fear o f  God 
and according to the oath o f  
office would be demoted.

He stated that the diocese 
c o u ld  no lo n g e r  to le ra te  
in c o m p e te n c e  am o n g  
o rd a in e d  m in is te rs  an d  
charged the new  archdeacon 
to brace up to the challenge 
o f  his duty.

T h e  b ish o p  e x p re sse d  
d is p le a s u re  o v e r  d iv id e d

o p in io n  a m o n g  som e 
Christians, pointing out that it 
h ad  a f fe c te d  th e  g a in s  o f  I 
Christianity in the country.

He querried, “w hy is it that | 
churches are springing up in 
every nook and crannies while 
a rm ed  robbery , co rru p tio n , 
h a r lo try , a d u l te ry  and  
fo rn ication  had  becom e the 
order o f  the day?”

The Anglican bishop also' I 
sp o k e  a g a in s t u n h e a lth y  
rivalry  in the church, saying 
that the church was the hope 
o f  th e  c o u n try  an d  u rg e d  
C hristian s to  rise  up to  the 
occasion.

T h e  n ew  A rc h d e a c o n , 
Venerable Benjamin Nnaji was 
until his upliftm ent, the Vicar 
o f  S t. A n d re w s  A n g lic a n  | 
Church, Trans-Ekulu Housing 
E s ta te ,  E n u g u , the  
h e a d q u a r te rs  o f  the  n ew  | 
archdeaconry.

St. Andrews church started 
w ith  a m e m b e rsh ip  o f  34 
persons, 24 years ago and has 
risen  to becom e the seventh 
A rc h d e a c o n ry  in  E n u g u  j 
diocese.
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EDITORIAL

Danger signals 
from the banks
It was the Greek philosopher, Euripides ol 

the materialist school, who said if you can 
“by all means, make money.” And since 

human nature is obsessed with acquisition, time 
and space has not diminished the import of the 
admonition. Today, there are more adherents to 
this ancient advice than at any time in history.

The latest are the new generation banks pre 
sided over mostly by “wonder-kids” — the sonsj 
of first generation bankers. In their quest for 
m^ga-profits in record time, these banks have 
introduced a new dimension into the marketing 
of composite banking products. They recruit 
mostly young ladies of between 24 and 28 years 
and give them high targets to meet within a given 
period. And the confirmation of their appoint­
ments or their elevation to the next levels is 
hinged on this.

Since these targets are sometimes in the 
neighbourhood of a billion naira, these ladies are 
somewhat forced to compromise their integri 
ties before moneyed men to win fat or corporate 
accounts,

It may appear that these banks or their man 
agements are not actually encouraging what has 
come to be known as “corporate prostitution’̂  
since they can claim ignorance of how their mar 
keters get the fat accounts.

But the fact that recruitment exercises into 
these banks stress youth and beauty and those 
so recruited are mostly graduates of music, ar­
chaeology, theatre arts or other such disciplines 
strengthens the suspicion that the banks are not 
entirely hostile to it. As it is, female staff have| 
become raw materials for minting mega-bucks 

Profit making is legitimate in a free-market 
economy, but where and when the profit motivej 
overrides reason and negates the human essence 
it becomes condemnable. To enrich female sta 
financially and then impoverish them morally is! 
at once an assault on morality and a blow to the 
image of the banking industry

It must be accepted that the level of unem 
ployment is high, nevertheless, banks must not 
exploit the situation to debase womanhood as 
that would be tantamount to the abdication o 
their social responsibility. This is what a former 
British Prime Minister, Lord Callaghan once 
called “the unacceptable face of capitalism”. We 
cannot but agree with him in totality. These 
banks must devise better ways of making fabu­
lous profits instead of abusing or misusing their 
female employees. They must not only have a 
human face; they must also, like their sober fore­
bears, have a moral face.

Additionally, the pack of new generation] 
banks should realise that their female employ­
ees are normal women desirous of living normal 
lives -  their careers notwithstanding. And thej 
situation whereby spinsters work till late into the 
night or cannot marry until after three or so 
years of employment is not helping matters. To-| 
day, banking halls have the highest concentra-| 
tions of single ladies, the majority of whom wil  ̂
end up as unfulfilled maidens or single mothers. 
This should not be SO.
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W E D N E S D A Y  C O LU M N
The Ghali Na’Abba website: an assessment

By Y. Z. Ya’u (yunusavau@hotmail.com)

Thie, elections in themselves do not imply democracy. 
However, given the fact that decision making has to be 
compact, we all cannot be there. W e must surrender our 

right to direct participation in decision making to someone to 
sit on our behalf. W e can only do this through free and fair 
elections. Elections therefore are a very major ingredient o f 
democracy. Elections make meaning only if  those elected genu­
inely represent the people who elected them. Representation 
has two major requirements.

The first is that there should be consultation between the 
elected and electors. This consultation allows the representa­
tive to know the problems, concerns, views and priorities o f  the 
people he or she is representing. Consultation is a two way 
process. This implies the exchange o f  information from both 
sides.

The second is accountability. This accountability has two 
dimensions. On one level, it means that the representative should 
truly reflect the consensus o f  his/her consultation in represen­
tational conduct. In other words, she or he should reflect the 
views, fears, concerns and priorities o f  the people. As a legisla­
tor, for instance, the representative should be informed by the 
views b f  the electors. The second level is that the representa­
tive has a duty to inform the constituency o f  every decision and 
implications. He/she should explain to the people the resources 
at the disposal o f  government and the agreed priorities as well 
as the basis for determining these priorities.

W hile the flow o f  information in meeting the obligation o f 
accountability is from one to many, that is from the legislator 
to the electorate, in the case o f consultation, it is from many to 
one. While broadcast and other fonns o f  mass media have made 
the former relatively easy, the latter is very difficult to organise 
by conventional technology. But now information technology 
has provided us with the means to do both more effectively.

One o f  the platforms for doing this is the Internet. Informa­
tion that a representative wants to share with the public can be 
placed in his website, which is a public notice board. On the 
other hand, people wanting to either send opinions or ask ques­
tions can reach their representative through her/his e-mail.

While some countries have been making great progress to­
wards what is today referred to as virtual or digital parliaments 
(parliaments online), we in Nigeria are still to wake up to this 
reality. The awareness about and the accessibility to informa­
tion technology are both very low in Nigeria. In the USA for 
instance, virtually every national legislator has a website. In 
Denmark, it is mandatory for every public office to maintain a 
website and an e-mail address.

Given the prevailing situation m the country, I was happy 
to have visited the website o f  the Speaker o f  the House o f  Rep­
resentatives, Ghali N a’A bba, nam ed ghali-naabba.com, I 
jum ped it through a link up from the gamji.com site, a website 
founded by my former colleague, Dr. Iro Ismaila. I have surfed 
it several times and found it quite inadequate a site for a person 
o f  that responsibility.

The site consists o f  eleven web pages, each o f  which stands 
separately. W hat appears to be the homepage is the biodata. 
This contains brief about the Speaker along with his picture. 
The picture frame takes over half o f  the page. There is a com­
ment page, a page for the National Assembly and a contact e- 
mail address. The remaining seven sections are speeches by 
the S peaker.

The first preliminary point to be made about the site is that 
we can say it is a dead site. This is because the latest document 
or update is dated April 2001. The website o f  a person holding 
such position should be updated daily. This brings me to the 
second preliminary point. W ebsites are supposed to contain a 
balance o f  both dynamic and static material. This is more so for 
a site dealing with legislation. Static contents are those docu­
ments which people regularly refer to but which do not change 
with time. Dynamic contents on the other hand is constantly 
changing. In the context o f  the National Assembly, this would 
feature news o f its meetings, decisions, movements, etc.

Although the Ghali N a’Abba site made two provisions for 
dynamic content (the news and comments), in actual fact, there 
is no dynamic content in it..The page referred to a^ news aptu- 
ally contains'speeches and therefore!does irtjustifc'to the in­

tent. As for comments, there are four updated pieces, which 11 
have been seeing for the past one month. This means that both I 
the comment and the news pages, although conceived as dy-l 
namic, are not active. 1

Thirdly, all th& other pages are documents, which could I 
have come under one single hyperlink. This is the result o f  the I 
lack o f  structure in the site. Before a website is posted, it should I 
be so designed with a clear structure to achieve its purpose. As I 
it is, other than to show that the speaker has a site, the website I 
cannot achieve the noble role o f  making the speaker and infor-| 
mation within the possession o f  the Speaker accessible to the I 
public. It would seem to me that the site was created without I 
any design specification or even goals in mind. j

The lack o f  structure in the site is underlined by a poor I 
layout and the lack o f  a site map (anyway, what do you need a I 
map for on a three item site?). The background is without any I 
inviting attraction. Second, the picture on the homepage, and I 
which took more than half o f  the space is used in all the other I 
pages. Apart from the fact that the picture consumes space, it is I 
too monotonous. There is obvious absence o f  effective use ofl 
space. !

The page on the National Assembly is both static and non-1 
active. There is nothing in the page beyond a brief about w hatl 
the National assembly is. It is veiy sad that the assembly that I 
has been engaged in many activities cannot be reached via its I 
Speaker. This is because, apart from the content deformity, it I 
has no link to other relevant pites on the National Assembly. I 
For instance, both Gamji and Assemblyonline have put sec-1 
tions on the National Assembly‘in their websites. The site should I 
have provided a link to these and to other relevant sites such as I 
that o f  the President. 1

There are two other technical problems. One is that the use I 
o f  green to highlight sub-sections o f  documents (as in all docu-| 
ment pages) and its use as the hyperlink indicator is confusing. I 
Users might be clinking on the sub-sections thinking they were I 
separate documents. This is poor use o f  colour. I

The other problem is that it has no user friendly interface or I 
tools. I have talked about the absence o f  a site map. There are I 
also no tools to make surfing easy. For instance ifyou  are at thej 
end o f  a document and wish to return to the top, there should be I 
a click option to allow you do this without having to spend time I 
scrolling through. In the same way, there is no connection be-1 
tween the homepage and the other pages (o f course the small! 
size o f  the website has allowed all the pages to be displayed at I 
the top). In a country Where telephone cost is still substantially I 
high and access speed is very low, this is both uneconomical! 
and tim e consuming. I

As a means o f  promoting democracy and accountability,! 
the site is a total failure. It should have bulletins for reaching! 
out to people who would need these dispatches such as the! 
media, researchers and research organisations and civil society! 
organisations. There should be voting mechanism  through! 
which the Speaker would have automatic online public poll on I 
issues that appear in the House. Even if  he would not directly! 
use this information, it would allow citizens to express their I 
views on the issues. This is the meaning o f  participation.

There should be a facility for answering back to queries by I 
citizens or even to acknowledge receipt o f  responses and com-1 
ments. The most elementary facility that is now almost univer-1 
sal, Frequently Asked Question (FAQ), is not considered wor-l 
thy o f  inclusion. Yet this is what would have educated many! 
citizens about the National Assembly and the Speaker without! 
involving his staff in answering routine questions.

Finally, since the National Assembly has not yet developed! 
it own site, the Speaker’s site should be able to deposit pieces! 
o f  legislation that the House has dealt with and those in thej 
pipeline. It should also spell out basic procedure on the ways in | 
which citizens can access the National Assembly.

All said, however, it is a step in the right direction. W e look | 
forward to the day that the Speaker’s website will not only live | 
up to its billing but that each member o f  the National and state’s j 
Assemblies would maintain active and interactive websites. A tj 
that stage we hope that the assemblies would pass the law that j 
would require all public organisations and offices to maintain j 
active websites.

Y. Z. Ya’u is the executive director o f  the Computer Lit­
eracy Project/P. O. Box 102J0, Kano.

mailto:yunusavau@hotmail.com
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The Honourable Minister FCT, ENGR. MUHAMMED ABBA-GANA 
on behalf of Borno State Caucus of the PDP, the State Executive of PDP 

all PDP. members and the entire good people of Borno State, warmly ’ 
welcome the Vice President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, DR. 

ATIKU ABUBAKAR, the Turakin Adamawa

ENGR. MUHAMMED ABBA-GANA ATIKU ABUBAKAR
Minister Federal Capital Territory Vice President Fed. Republic of Nigeria

and the Zanna Zantama o f  Borno, other delegates and officials 
o f the PDP to the North East Zonal Rally o f  the PDP, holding in 

Maiduguri on Saturday, 25th August 2001. 
I'on are welcome to Borno State, the real home o f  peace.

Signed
ENGR. MUHAMMED ABBA-GANA  

Honourable Minister, F C T
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[power is a word that means so many 
{different things to different individuals, 
[depending on their peculiar principles and 
Ibeliefs.

It is unfortunate that inNigerian today, 
|9 9  percen t o f  the peop le asp iring  to 
I leadership have a crude perception o f  what 
•power means. Some people simply see it 
las the stepping-stone out o f  the grinding 
[poverty o f  the lower class to the glittering 
[circle o f  the upper class. To these people.
I power is just the magic formula that will 
Jopen doors and afford them  access to 
[fabulous wealth and riches.

And some people look at power as the
I magic wand that will give them a larger- 
[than-tife  p ro file  and transfo rm  them  
(overnight into demigods who wield the 
Ipqwer o f  life-and-death over their fellow 
[hum an beings. S till o th e rs  see  it as 
j something that will provide them with the 
(opportun ity  o f  stru tting  abou t in the 
Jcorridors o f  power and rubbing shoulders 
I with the rich and the mighty. Some people 
{look at power as the opportunity o f  riding 
(pompously in an official convoy o f  siren- 
Iblaring posh-looking cars from one comer 
[o f the country to another or from the state 
[house to some so-called official function. 
iSuch conceited leaders are daily engaged 
[in  on e  co m m iss io n in g  ce rem o n y  o r 
I another, that in m any cases bear little 
I significance to the life o f  the people.

T h ey  a t te n d  th e  co m m iss io n in g  
Iceremony o f  boreholes, clinics, schools 
lor mosques. In  such ‘hollow’ ceremonies, 
[the ‘august guest’ seizes a ceremonial pair 
lo f  scissors and cuts a ceremonial piece o f  
[c lo th  to  the  gu llib le  app lause  o f  his 
[entourage and other ignorant onlookers. 
[Usually, whatever is being commissioned 
I- whether a borehole, clinic o r a  mosque -  
Ithe appearance and the hu llabaloo is 
[deceptive and belies the reality beneath 
Ithe surface.

And others view power as the means 
lo f  trotting around the globe in official je t 
[a irc ra ft, m e e tin g  w ith  in te rn a tio n a l 
[statesmen and sightseeing or shopping in 
[ex c lu s iv e  E u ro -A m e ric an  sh o p p in g  
[centres. To som e people, pow er is the

By Yahaya Umar Kura

chance o f  a  lifetime that is to be seized 
upon to  build palatial mansions fortified 
w ith the latest sophisticated  security  
apparatus, toge ther w ith  a s tring  o f  
expensive, posh cars, in a row in garages.

These rulers regard the state as their 
personal estate in w hich their personal 
whim, fence and caprice reign supreme. 
Thus they shamelessly lo o t plunder and 
squander the natioft’s resources without 
any feeling o f  remorse. For instance, a 
well-known politician and minister in the 
Second R epublic w as so g iddy w ith 
power that he boasted that he wished he 
could turn a pauper into a  millionaire 
overnight (through devious and shady 
contract deals o f  course!).

To cite another exam ple, a former 
military dictator w as recorded to have 
stated that ‘every man has his price’ and 
therefore it is only a  m atter o f  raising the 
right amount and it will be a simple matter 
to buy a  m an’s conscience.

N igeria is a place w here so m any 
strange and bizarre events occur daily. 
U n ex p e c te d , u n th in k a b le  an d  
unfathomable things casually take place 
in Nigeria. Thus no eyebrows were raised 
when the looters and plunderers o f  the 
pas t reg im es sta rted  m ak ing  pub lic  
appearances and m ounting the soapbox 
to  b rag  a b o u t h o w  d ilig e n tly  and  
selflessly they served their people during 
the days they were at the helm o f  affairs 
and holding the reigns o f  government. 
These plunderers are not satisfied with 
only flaunting their ill-gotten wealth in 
the face o f  the impoverished people o f  
Nigeria, they have to  add insult to injury 
by going round and mounting platforms 
to insult the intelligence o f  Nigerians.

In  th e  a b sen c e  o f  'any  lo g ic a l 
explanation for such wanton and insolent 
braggadocio, one can only jum p to the 
conclusion that these bigots whose sins 
o f  omission or com mission led to high 
levels o f  poverty, extreme inequality and 
severe shortages o f  basic necessities are 
simply suffering from a severe case o f

megalomania.
They are so stinking rich that they 

have the w herew ithal to m ake use o f  
pow erful publicity  m achinery that is 
presently working 24 hours a  day to shore 
up their badly dented image and present 
them  to the public as heroes rather than 
the villains people believed them to be. 
“To pu t the  records stra igh t” as the 
propagandists^like to put it.

In N ig e ria  to d ay , an y b o d y  w ith  
su f f ic ie n t f in a n c ia l s tre n g th  can  
manipulate o r shape public opinion to suit 
his narrow selfjsh interest. One has only 
to spread a portion o f  his wealth around 
to the various com ers o f  the country and 
within a shorj time the people will rally 
round to support whatever he is trying to 
se ll to  them . Such is the  natu re  o f  
N ig e r ia n s  to d ay . T h ey  are  so 
dehumanised and so corrupt that they can 
call a  man a devil today and yet tomorrow 
turn around to call the same man an angel. 
T h u s  m an y  co rru p t c iv il-se rv a n ts , 
d ish o n e s t b u s in e ssm e n , c ro o k e d  
contractors, middlemen and rogue retired 
and serving military m en and officers 
who committed untold atrocities are today 
sm ugly posing  as revered  leaders o f  
thought in their respective communities 
and the nation in general.

F ran k ly  sp eak in g , th ese  sm ooth  
criminals are not supposed to be roaming 
around freely on our streets. They are 
supposed to be cooling their heels in 
prison and atoning for their unspeakable 
acts. Alas! O nly petty criminals are daily 
being given harsh sentences by the courts. 
The question here is, what happens to our 
sense o f  social justice? W herever one 
goes in  th is  coun try  the scourge o f  
injustice is glaringly evident.

Is our democracy planned in such a 
w ay that there is a separate law for the 
ruling clique and their friends and family 
an d  a se p a ra te  law  fo r  the  re s t o f  
Nigerians?

O ne w onders w hat hopes has the 
common man in Nigeria today!

Yahaya is o f  the D epartm ent o f  
English and European Languages, 
Bayero University Kano.

Buhari, Dikko| 
and Oputa

By Jo sep h  G eorge

Y O U R  L E X T E R S

Oshiomhole’s defence of Abdulsalami
P r io r  to  th e  re c e n t 

statem ent credited to  
h im , C o m ra d e  

A dam s O sh iom hole w as a 
h o u se h o ld  n am e in  th e  
N igerian ‘labour’ circle only 
next to Pa M ichael Imoudu. 
Despite series o f  accusations 
including the recent one-by a 
fa c tio n  o f  th e  N ig e r ia n  
Labour Congress against him  
( Thisday  1 6 /7 /2 0 0 1 ) , 
C om rade O sh iom hole w as 
held  in high esteem  until he 
exposed his real inner se lf  by  
d e c la r in g  A b d u lsa la m i 
A bubakar not guilty  o f  the 
a l le g e d  f in a n c ia l  m a l­
adm inistration.

W h a t b a f f le d  m a n y  
N igerians w as w hy a  person 
o f  O sh io m h o le ’s s tan d in g  
should declare Abdulsalam i 
innocent on  issues before a 
co m m issio n  co m p rised  o f  
v e ry  h ig h ly  e d u c a te d , 
in f lu e n tia l an d  re sp e c te d  
Nigerians.

The activities o f  Com rade 
O s h io m h o le  d u r in g  th e  
A bdulsalam i regim e should 
be investigated to ascertain 
whether or not he benefited 
from what the regime is being

accused of. The allegations 
are too serious to be ignored. 
C orrup tion  has ea ten  deep 
in to  e v e ry  sp h e re  o f  o u r  
society from  the h ighest to 
th e  lo w e s t h ie ra rc h y . A n 
h o n e s t N ig e r ia n  is b e in g  
looked at as a dangerous man 
in the society because he is a 
th rea t to  those  asp irin g  to  
acquire illegal wealth.

The issue o f  handing over 
go v ern m en t w as a M U ST  
and therefo re  A bdulsalam i 
could not have dodged from

to one o f  the w orst crises this 
country ever experienced.

There should be no sacred 
cow s at this very important 
t im e  in  o u r  h is to ry  o f  
reconciliation. A ll N igerians 
m entioned at the com m ittee 
sitting M UST go and defend 
them selves. A  N igerian head 
o f  sta te is not g rea ter than 
p re s id e n ts  o f  A m eric a  o r 
S o u th  A fr ic a  an d  m an y  
others all over the w orld who 
have appeared before sim ilar 
c o m m iss io n s  in  th e ir

O b a sa n jo  h im s e lf  h as  
a p p e a re d  b e fo re  th e
com mission.

M e a n w h ile , C o m ra d e  
O sh io m h o le  sh o u ld  b e  
suspended from  his office if  
th a t w as  n o t a  c o lle c tiv e  
d e c is io n  o f  th e  N ig e r ia  
Labour Congress, otherw ise 
N ig e r ia n s  d e se rv e  p u b lic  
apology from  the Congress 
for the em barrassm ent cause 
them  by the publication.
P. T. Y. Dalli,
5B, Rimi Drive,

it as this could have resulted countries. A fter all, President Kaduna.

Security agencies please change 
uniforms for Muslim women

R e c e n t ly , B ritish  
police authorities re­
d e s ig n e d  s u ita b le  

uniform  outfits for M uslim  
fem ale  co p s . It is  a w e ll-  
known fact that Britain is a  
Christian state yet it does not 
a llo w  re lig io u s  b ig o try  to  
b e c lo u d  its  s e n s e  o f  
judgem ent. V arious religious 
faiths w ere given their rights 
to perform  according to the 
dictates o f  their religion.

It is quite disheartening 
that decades after our self­
independence w e could  not 
change for good. It is high 
t im e  w e  re -e n g in e e r  o u r 
p ro g ra m m e s  to
accom m odate all citizens o f  
th is  co u n try  reg a rd le ss  o f  
the ir religious faiths.

I am  therefore appealing 
to  a ll security  apparatus in 
th is  country  to  change the 
current skirts being used as

uniform s by M uslim  females 
in  so m e  o f  o u r  s e c u r ity  
agencies to ta lly  w ith their 
re lig ious be lie f. I f  B rita in  
w h ic h  is  a  C h r is t ia n  
d o m in a te d  c o u n try  co u ld  
consider separate uniform  for 
M uslim  policew om en w ith  
headscarves o r hijab, I see no 
reason w hy N igeria could not 
do the same.
Ayuba M. Saidu,
P. O. Box 3448,
Sokoto.

S ince the inception o f  the Oputa panel, o f  all the petitions I 
brought before it, none seem s to generate controversy I 
like the ones brought against the three erstwhile heads I 

o f  state, General M uham m adu Buhari (rtd), General Ibrahim | 
Babangida (rtd) and General Abdulsalam i Abubakar (rtd). 
W hile  G enera ls  B abangida and A bdu lsa lam i are b e in g j 
accused o f  connivance in the m urder o f  Dele G iw a and j 
M oshood Abiola respectively, General Buhari, on the o therl 
hand, is being accused o f  hum an rights violations over thel 
alleged encasem ent o f  U m aru Dikko by his adm inistration I 

in 1984.
The three erstwhile leaders have been invited several times I 

to go before the Oputa panel to clarify them selves o f  thel 
allegations, but they have invariably refused to honour thej 
in v ita tio n s . T h is  ap p a ren t lev ity  ag a in s t a co n stitu ted ! 
authority, given their position in the society, has generated a j 
spate o f  criticism s from the society.

A lthough I would not like to be a party to any act that can [ 
be interpreted as violation o f  hum an rights, abuse o f  pow erj 

I and disregard to the rule o f  law, I w ould w ant every right-1 
thinking N igerian to pause a little and consider the case ofj 
U m aru Dikko versus General Buhari. ;

W hile the allegations levelled against B abangida and[ 
A bdulsalam i can be said to be heinous and atrocious, since [ 
they involve unjudicious termination o f  human lives, a second | 
thought should be given to  that o f  Buhari. H is action was not[ 
inform ed by m ere vagaries o f  sadism and abuse o f  p o w e r j 
but it w as borne out o f  patriotism. Therefore it now becom es [ 
im perative to reconsider the m otive behind his action rathcrj
than its execution.

It is an incontestable fact that by the tim e Buhari seizedj 
the reins o f  power, the country w as heading for the abyss o f  
political and econom ic strangulation. Alhaji Shehu Shagari| 
and his lieu tenants had betrayed  the trust the e lec to ra te j 
reposed in them. Corruption and lawlessness were in top gear. |  
The econom y was badly rundown, and one o f  the major actors j 
in these acts w as U m aru Dikko. I

Since the economy was in a bad shape when Buhari seized[ 
power, his adm inistration had to take decisive steps to s to p | 
its further plunge into the abyss o f  recession. It is against this [ 
backdrop that the issue o f  salvaging the econom y becam e a l 
priority o f  his adm inistration. It w as therefore not surprising [ 
that his regim e em barked on w itch hunts o f  those suspected[ 
to have pilfered the national coffer. W hile some were arrested! 
and detained, som e escaped to the neighbouring or W estern [ 
countries. A m ong those that escaped w as U m aru Dikko.

He eventually becam e the m ost w anted then. This w asj 
m ainly due to  the part he w as believed to  have played in the! 
act o f  plundering the nation’s wealth. Every N igerian w asl 

i aggrieved by his action. A nd there w ere strident calls for his I 
I head and those o f  his alleged partners in plundering. It w asl 

this public outcry that prodded the Buhari adm inistration to I 
use every available means to  bring the operators o f  the Second! 
Republic to  book. And that explained why Dikko was encased! 
in a carton to  be brought to N igeria to stand trial.

N igeria  is a  country  w here the past is not taken into! 
consideration. It’s very unfortunate that N igerians have so l 
soon forgotten the m isfortune that people like Dikko brought! 
upon them. I f  N igeria w ere a country w here the rule o f  law is | 
respected, he w ould not have the freedom  to walk our streets[ 
a  free m an let alone have the tem erity to  drag the B uhan j 
adm inistration to the O puta panel.

W ell, C hinua A chebe has captured our attitude in h isl 
Things Fall Apart. Those who condem ned U m aru D ikkol 
and praised Buhari for the decision he took about one and a[ 
h a lf  decades ago are the ones lining behind the form er now ! 
to throw brickbats at the latter for not honouring the invitation! 
to the O puta panel. “W hy did he do it, is w hat they are saying!

now. I
Before Buhari can appear before the Oputa panel to defend j 

him self o f  the allegations Dikko brought against him , D ikkoj 
h im self m ust first appear before the panel to explain  to j 
N igerians his role as a  m inister betw een 1979 and 1983.! 
O therwise, he has no m oral justification to petition B uhan to j 
the panel. And if  the panel is worth the law that established! 
it, it ought not entertain Umaru Dikko’s petition. He and every! 
governm ent functionary o f  the Second Republic owe the[
country an apology. j

Mr. George is o f  10B, Bauchi Road, Jos, Plateau Sate. I
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Detained 
Students die 

in Eritrea
second student held in 

a desert detention camp 
in Eritrea for refusing 

to com ply with the 
governm ent’s holiday work 
programme has died.

The president o f  Asmara 
University, Woldeab Issak, said 
the student, Yemane Tekee, 
died at the Halibet hospital on 
Sunday morning where he had 
been receiv ing medical 
treatment for heat stroke.

Last ThursdaV, the French 
news agency AFP reported the 
death, also from sun stroke, of 
another student in the camp.

The dead students were 
among those taken to the site at 
Wia, about 30 kilometres from 
[the port city o f Massawa.

Massawa is known for its 
scorching tem peratures 
sometimes reaching as high as 
|49C (120F) at this time o f year.

The agency said that some 
|students were released to write 

exams. About 2,000 of 
were being held with very 

ittle  food and in poor

They were arrested a week 
||ago in dormitories aad at the 

Court where they had
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Lebanese court releases 
75 opposition activists

com pulsory w ork scheme, 
govemiw**’s interference in 

un iversity 's affairs and 
[inadequate support fo r the 
nstituticm.

In a defiant gesture, the 
: said they would only 

' with the holiday work 
; when their leader is 

| [either released or taken to court.
One of the 300 parents who 

I [gathered at the gates o f the 
university pleaded with the 
authorities for leniency:

“Please I beg you to transfer 
[ [them out of that place. Why did 

you send them to the hottest 
| [place on earth?” one said.

A Palestinian woman cries in fron t o fa  relative’s damaged house where Palestinian activist 
Samir Abu Zeid and his two children were killed on Monday. ----   c rxtticu (/« IVlUflUliy.

US opposes Palestinian observer
al-Kidwa said it was “difficult unlikelv to oroduce anv

proposal
AJrY

senior Palestinian 
official has urged the 
United Nations to do 

more to end fighting in the 
Middle East, as the Security 
Council discusses whether to 
send international observers to 
the region.

But the United States 
backed Israel in opposing a 
Palestinian proposal to send 
observers, m aking it very 
unlikely that the UN Security 
Council would get involved.

S eparately, German 
Foreign M inister Joschka 
Fischer arrived in the region for 
three days o f  talks with 
P alestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat, Israeli Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon and other officials.

Israeli forces and 
Palestinians exchanged fire in 
some half a dozen places across 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
on Monday. Palestinian sources 
said seven Palestinians were 
wounded.

Backed by Islamic nations 
at the UN, Palestinians renewed 
their appeal for international 
protection.

Palestinian delegate Nasser

al-Kidwa said it was “difficult 
to believe and impossible to 
ju stify ” what he called the 
Security C ouncil’s lack o f 
action.

BBC correspondent at the 
UN said that the Palestinians 
have been circulating a draft 
resolution more moderate in 
tone than previous motions put 
before the Security Council.

But, he said, it still calls for 
some form  o f m onitoring, 
which the Israelis reject.

Israeli Ambassador Yehuda 
Lancry said an international 
observer force “cannot 
dismantle the bomb factories... 
cannot in tercept suicide 
bombers ... cannot stop snipers 
and mortar fire”.

With the veto-wielding US 
opposed to an international 
presence, the council debate is

unlikely to produce 
concrete initiative.

The US has said it does not 
think taking the matter up with 
the Security Council is the right 
approach at the moment.

Acting US Am bassador 
James Cunningham  said 
Washington “question[s] the 
appropriateness and
effectiveness of any action here 
in New York”.

Still, observers believe, the 
debate may increase the 
pressure on Washington to take 
a more active role to try to pull 
both sides back from the brink.

Recent Israeli actions, such 
as its assassination policy and 
army incursions into Palestinian 
areas, have attracted widespread 
international criticism.

Palestinian suicide bomb 
attacks on Israelis have also

uthorities in Lebanon 
have released 75 

.Lebanese Christians 
jailed earlier this month in a 
m ilitary crackdown against 
Christian opposition activists, 
Lebanese judicial officials said.

They were fined three 
m illion Lebanese pounds 
($2,000) by a military court 
after being charged with 
threatening national security 
and belonging to outlawed 
political parties.

The group were among 
more than 250 Lebanese 
Christian supporters of jailed 
Lebanese Forces (LF) militia 
leader Samir Geagea and exiled 
army general Michel Aoun.

Many of those detained by 1 
the Lebanese army have already 
been released or tried on minor 
charges and given sentences of 
up to 45 days.

A Lebanese official said 17 
mem bers o f  the Lebanese 
Forces were still being held.

A ju d ic ia l source told 
Reuters news agency that they 
were connected to the case of 
senior LF member Tawfik al- 
Hindi, who was charged on 
Monday with conspiring with 
Israel against Lebanon and 
Syria.

Lebanon is technically at 
war with Israel and all contacts 
with it are regarded as treason.

Those still detained face 
sentences o f between three and 
25 years.

The activists were rounded 
up between August 5 and 8 as 
part o f a clampdown against 
Lebanon’s Christian opposition, 
which calls for an end to the 
presence in Lebanon o f some 
25,000 Syrian troops.

On Sunday, Pope John Paul

II criticised the arrests, saying 
dem ocracy could not be 
sacrificed for political interests 
of the moment.

BBC correspondent in 
Beirut said that the situation in 
Lebanon has been getting tenser 
by the day.

Reuters correspondent said 
Lebanese all over the country 
are hoping the outcome of the 
trials will help explain the 
turmoil their country has found 
itself in for the past two weeks.

Mr al-Hindi is being held 
along with two journalists - 
Antoine Bassil, a correspondent 
for Saudi A rab ia’s MBC 
television, and Habib Younis, 
who works for the London- 
based international Arabic daily 

'  al-Hayat.

Red Cross pleads for Sudan aid
T

 ...................... ............_______________ 1 ucic^ctic INasbCi

Mbeki leads tributes to late activist
South African President Thabo Mbeki has led tributes to the 

South African newspaper editor and anti-apartheid activist, 
Donald Woods, who died of cancer at the age of 67. 

j Mr Mbeki praised Woods for his courage in fighting apartheid 
and expressed “sincere regret and deepest condolences” to Mr 

[| Woods’ family.
Mr Woods died in hospital near London surrounded by his 

wife Wendy and five children, his daughter Jane said.
She said the former SoutB African President, Nelson Mandela, 

had telephoned his good wishes several days ago.
Mr Woods had drawn world attention to the case of Steve Biko, 

the black consciousness leader who was killed by South African 
security forces while in detention.

Former British Foreign Office minister and anti-apartheid 
campaigner Peter Hain said: “Donald was a close friend and one of 
South Africa’s most beloved freedom fighters. He sacrificed a lot 
to achieve his dream of a truly democratic non-racial South Africa.” 

South Africa’s ruling African National Congress (ANC) 
spokesman Smuts Ngonyama said: “It’s a shock and a painful blow 
for the country to lose a person of Donald Woods’ stature.”

The South African High Commissioner in London, Cheryl 
Carolus, described Mr Woods as a “truly great son of South Africa”.

“We are greatly saddened at his death but know too that it ended 
a long period of illness which he bore with his usual courage and 

U wit.
ii sa'd that, though his great life of courage had ended, his

spirit lived on with his people.
As editor of the Daily Dispatch from 1965 he forcefully 

condem ned the apartheid governm ent’s policy o f racial 
|| discrimination.

Mr Woods was forced to flee South Africa in 1977 after he was 
arrested and banned because of his friendship with Mr Biko.

Under a five-year banning order, he was barred from his office 
|| and forbidden to travel, write or speak publicly.

a
So
o f

he In te rn a tio n a l 
Federation o f  the Red 
Cross is again asking 

for more help to cope with the 
thousands o f  people in Sudan 
who lost their homes during 
the Nile floods.

An international appeal 
launched in Geneva 10 days 
ago has so far m et with 
disappointing response, 
far, on ly  a few  boxes 
medicine have arrived in the 
capital Khartoum.

In the p ast few  w eeks 
thousands o f  people living 
along  the N ile  have been 
driven from their homes as the 
river reached its highest level 
for 20 years.

The S udanese
Government and aid agencies 
are now  w o rried  abou t 
outbreaks o f  disease among 
the displaced people.

The R ed C ross says 
malaria and diarrhoea are the 
biggest problems.

In the town o f  Singe, some 
300 k ilo m e tre s  sou th  o f  
K hartoum , m ost o f  those  
made homeless have found 
sh e lte r  w ith  re la tiv e s  or 
neighbours.

But 500 are crammed into 
an emergency camp set up in 
some derelict buildings.

A id  w o rk ers  sp ray

stagnant pools o f  water with 
in se c tic id e , bu t cases o f 
malaria are on the rise as are 
eye and chest infections.

Children are especially 
vulnerable. There has already 
been one outbreak o f measles.

The Nile, which snakes 
through the city, is swollen, 
fast-m oving and 'perilously 
close to the top o f  its banks.

The governor o f  the city, 
Hashim Haroum, said the next

seven days will be critical, but 
m e teo ro lo g is ts  in
n e ig h b o u rin g  E th io p ia
forecast that the threat will 
continue into September.

There are sand bags to 
shore up the river bank, but 
not many and not enough to 
withstand a sudden big surge 
o f  flood water.

Further upstream, the Nile 
has already reached its highest 
level for 20 years, causing 
widespread destruction

Media crackdown 
in Zambia

Two journalists and two [ 
opposition politicians 
were said to be in hiding 

Monday following the issue of 
arrest w arrants after they 
accused Zambian President 
Frederick Chiluba o f  |
corruption.

Police said the four who 
face defamation charges include 
Edith Nawaki and Dipak Patel 
of the nearly formed Forum of 
Democracy and Development, 
FDD and the editor of the Post 
newspaper Fred M ’membe and 
his reporter Bivan Salueski.

The Poft had carried an 
editorial and an article in which 
the politicians had alleged that 
President Chiluba had diverted 
$4m allocated for emergency 
aid.

The food aid money has 
been missing since 1997. The 
government allocated it to buy | 
com, which never arrived.

The w arrant follow ed 
President Frederick Chiluba’s 
statement over the weekend 
which said he is considering 
taking legal action against them.

A police spokesman in the 
capital, Lusaka, has been quoted 
as saying: “All the police station 
in the country have been 
directed to arrest and detain any 
of them if seen.’

But the issue of the warrant 
has met with a hostile reaction 
from civic and opposition | 
groups.'

They are urging Zambians 
to sign a petition which says:
“rtlilnHQ ic a

Residents of the shanty town o f  Ghasharat, near Khartoum, where scores o f  fam ilies have 
been rendered homeless as the river burst its banks and destroyed embankments on Monday.
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Thatcher backs 
Duncan Smith

L ady Thatcher has 
revealed her support for 
Duncan Smith in the 

Tory leadership contest, saying 
Kenneth Clarke would steer the 
party to “disaster”.

The former prime minister 
described Mr Clarke as a man 

at odds” with the majority of 
his party members on “too 
many issues”.

In a le tter to the Daily 
Telegraph, she says the 
Conservatives would be deeply 
split under Mr Clarke.

Her comments follow the 
two candidates publishing their 
manifestos and the despatch of 
ballot papers to more than 
300,000 party members on 
Monday.

In the letter, Mrs Thatcher 
said Mr Duncan Smith would 
make a better leader.

She said: “I simply do not 
understand how Ken could lead 
today’s Conservative party to 
anything other than disaster.

“He appears to be an even 
keener enthusiast for the euro 
than is the prime minister, let 
alone the chancellor.

“He seems to view with 
blithe unconcern the erosion of 
B rita in ’s sovereignty 
Europe.”

She said she feared that 
under Mr Clarke, the Tories 
would be exposed as a party 
weakened by confusion and 
contradiction.

She said: “Time and again. 
Europe will be at the forefront 
of politics.

“Tim e and again, the 
Conservatives would be 
exposed as either hopelessly 
split or deeply cynical - either 
openly rebelling against their 
leader or going along with 
policies which they knew - and 
which others knew they knew 
to be wrong.”

She continued: “I am 
confident that, if  elected leader, 
Iain w ill restore the 
Conservative party’s faith and 
fortunes.

Gen. Joseph Ralston, Supreme Commander o f  NATO in Europe, left, is met by Major 
General Gunner Lange, Commander o f  the Task Force fo r  Operation Essential Harvest.

NATO plans to disarm Albanian
tha t co n d itio n s  are not

rebels
N ;A TO ’s ch ief

commander is to meet 
the alliance’s leaders 

to advise them whether NATO 
should give the go-ahead for a 
full-scale mission to disarm 
ethnic A lbanian rebels in 
Macedonia.

General Joseph Ralston is 
preparing his report after 
making a whistle-stop tour of 
the ex-Yugoslav republic on 
Monday.

E arlier on M onday, an 
advance unit of British soldiers 
arrived in Macedonia and met 
rebel commanders to discuss 
how the weapons would be 
collected.

NATO has said it will send 
a further 3,500 troops on a 30- 
day operation once it is 
confident a shaky ceasefire 
between the rebels and 
government forces has taken 
hold.

General Ralston held talks 
with M acedonian President 
Boris Trajkovski and other 
government ministers and met 
NATO officials already in

Macedonia.
He will take his findings 

back to NATO’s 19-member 
North Atlantic Council.

“Then it will be up to the 
nations of NATO as to what to 
decide ” General Ralston said at 
the end of his visit.

A BBC correspondent in 
Brussels says that although the 
ceasefire has not been perfect, 
there is growing pressure on 
NATO to act now, in case the 
fragile political agreement in 
Macedonia begins to unravel.

Hours before General 
Ralston arrived, rebels clashed 
with government troops near the 
village o f Poroj, near the 
northern town o f  Tetovo, 
although observers say the level 
of clashes has lessened in recent 
days.

NATO am bassadors in 
Brussels have been weighing up 
the risks of moving quickly into 
an unstable country against the 
dangers o f  a further 
deterioration in the situation 
while they wait.

If the advance guard decide

th a t co n d itio n s  are not 
appropriate, the NATO mission 
will be abandoned and the rest 
o f the troops will not be sent.

Correspondents say nobody 
expects the rebels to surrender 
all their guns, but they will need 
to give up several thousand 
w eapons for it to  be a 
meaningful gesture.

The plan is that the rebels 
will collect their own weapons 
and deposit them  at p re ­
arranged collection sites.

N ATO troops w ill then 
move in, seal the area, pick up 
the guns for destruction in a 
third country and leave.

Teams from the 400-strong 
British-led advance guard on 
Monday went into the rebel- 
held village of Nikustak, about 
16 km north-east o f the 
Macedonian capital Skopje, 
where they made contact with 
local rebel leaders.

They discussed details of 
how the disarmament mission, 
dubbed Operation Essential 
Harvest, would work.

Odd World
Americans s
M ore and more Americans are visiting Italy not to see the 

sites of ancient Rome but to taste the delights o f the rest 
of the country, according to a new survey.

Not only are long waits under the hot summer sun to get into 
sites such as the Colosseum turning visitors away, but the attractions 
of gooff wine, pasta and parmesan cheese are drawing people to 
other, lesser-known destinations.

A survey conducted by the tourist research group "Eta Meta” 
and published in the newspaper la Repubblica on Saturday indicated 
Americans are increasingly heading to Umbria in central Italy, to 
the Friuli-Venezia Giulia region in the far northeast and to the 
Mediterranean island of Sicily for their Italian experience.

A little over a quarter of those surveyed said they were choosing 
alternative locations because they wanted to get to know Italian 
cuisine better.

Another 21 percent said it was much more relaxing to be in the 
countryside eating wholesome Italian food after leaving stressful 
jobs and unhealthy diets in the United States.

And 17 percent said they were following in the footsteps of 
their Hollywood heroes. For years, Hollywood stare have enjoyed 
low-key vacations at quiet but luxurious villas in rural Italy, and it 
appears the trend is rubbing off.

“Americans are realizing that the Mediterranean diet is the best 
way to stay in shape and that courses in Italian cooking are better 
for handling stress than visiting a psychoanalyst,” a statement’ 
accompanying the survey said.

Black activist bids for White House
T he controversial black 

civil rights activist, the 
Reverend A1 Sharpton, 

has announced that he is to take 
the first step towards running 
for the presidency in 2004.

Mr Sharpton was last week 
released from prison, where he 
served a 90-day sentence for 
trespassing at a military camp.

was prc - .>ting against 
the navy’s use o f a bombing 
range on the Puerto Rican island 
of Vieques.

Mr Sharpton said that he 
wanted to halt the Democratic 
Party’s drift to the political 
right.

He has form ed an 
exploratory committee prior to 
launching a bid for the 
Democratic nomination for the 
next US presidential elections.

The com m ittee is to be 
headed by the prom inent 
Harvard academic, Professor 
Cornel West, who supported 
Green Party candidate Ralph 
Nader in the 2000 election.

Its job will be to determine 
the scope for a Sharpton bid for 
the presidency - how much 
support he can attract from other 
black leaders, how easy would 
it be to raise money to fund a 
campaign, and so on.

The BBC’s Jonathan

Marcus says that in getting in 
well ahead o f the field, Mr 
Sharpton is putting down a 
marker.

He told the BBC that his 
principal focus was the need to 
reform the Democratic Party 
itself.

“I think that we must deal 
with the abandonm ent of 
progressive ideas of some of the 
leadership o f the Democratic 
Party and the need to force this 
party to clarify its position on 
things like public education, the 
criminal justice system and 
international policy,” he said.

Correspondents say that Mr 
Sharpton has little or no chance 
o f  actually  winning the 
Democratic nomination, let 
alone the presidency.

But our correspondent says 
that the civil rights activist 
clearly hopes to emerge as a key 
power broker to influence the 
party’s agenda and to have an 
im portant say over who 
becomes its standard bearer in 
the next presidential race.

Sharpton is a founder of a 
civil rights organization called 
National Action Network.

He made two unsuccessful 
bids for the US Senate in 1992 
and 1994 and ran for New York 
mayor in 1997 but lost.

Suite
Sierra Leone:

The things men do
Bv A bdulazeez A bdullah i

Jhe world’s attention was again drawn to the! 
plight of victims of the fighting in Sierra 
Leone a few weeks back when a 10-year-old I 

Sierra Leonean was said to have been denied entry! 
into the United Kingdom for medical treatment duel 
to government bureaucracy or red tape. The young! 
ad, Issa Kamara, was abducted by rebels and roasted 

over a fire while his mother was forced to clap andj 
sing as: she watched.

Since the-Sierra Leonean civil war started somel 
years ago, there have been countless reports of acts! 
of barbarism and harrowing atrocities perpetrated by I 
le rebels who were at one time led by their erstwhile! 
eader, Foude Sankor, the rebels unleashed a reign! 

of terror over civilians in the country, presiding over j 
gruesome murders and maiming of innocent children j 
whose only crime perhaps was being Sierra Leoneans! 
on ‘the other side.’ The rebels, to my mind, should! 
at once be lacing charges at the war crimes tribunal. 
Dialoguing with them and signing peace accords isi 
akin to confirming some form of legitimacy to theirl 
course. They know loo well that modem society is]

Whatever their short 
comings, ECOMOG and 
U N A M SIL ’s efforts at 
restoring and maintaining 
the relative peace in the 
country is indeed! 
commendable.
not built on savagery and gross inhumanity as they’ve| 
exhibited.

Whatever their short comings, ECOMOG andl 
UNAMSIL’s efforts at restoring and maintaining thel 
relative peace in the country is indeed commendable.! 
For without them, Sierra Leone may have seized to I 
be a nation by now or it probably would have become! 
one full of amputees whose lives is condemned to| 
beggarliness and poverty.

A newspaper in the United Kingdom, the EasternX 
Daily Press was reported to have raised the required! 
money to fly Issa to London where specialists are tol 
carry out an operation to save his hands. The poor! 
child must, despite the hardships he had gone! 
through, consider himselflucky, atterall his situation! 
is redeemable. Our hearts, however, go out to many! 
others who are not so fortunate, whose present state | 
is now so irreversible.

It is baffling though why the British government! 
had to come under intense pressure from individuals! 
and organisations before it could allow Issa to be! 
flown over for the operation. The red tape which! 
almost marred the trip was hinged on NHS rules 
which stipulate that the boy could not receive 
treatment because of a lack o f ‘reciprocal agreement’ 
which in theory would allow UK nationals to travel 
for treatm ent in Sierra Leone in the same 
circumstance.

Very outrageous!____________________
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Ethiopian Air 
flies K ano- 

Middle East route
From Musa Umar Kazaure. in Kano

E th io p ia n  n a tio n a l 
a ir lin e r , E th io p ian  
A ir has in tro d u ced  

two weekly flights to Kano 
ro u te  to  e n h a n c e  its  
in te rn a tio n a l  c o n n e c tio n  
flights to M iddle East, other 
A frican  countries, Europe 
and far easte rn  E uropean  
countries.

The first flight, e  Boeing 
767 arrived M alam  A m inu 
Kano In ternational A irport 
last week amicfs’V pom p and 
c o lo u r, c a r ry in g  43 
p assengers, am ong w hom  
where 14 Ethiopian officials.

A t a b rie f reception at 
the a irport, the E th iop ian  
A m b a s sa d o r  to  N ig e r ia , 
Kadafo M oham m ed Hanfare 
said the introduction o f  the 
K ano  ro u te  is a im ed  at 
fu rth e r  s tren g th en in g  the 
b ilateral relations betw een 
the two countries. He noted 
that the Ethiopian airliner has 
been com ing to N igeria for 
the past two decades and this 
is its f irs t f lig h t to  K ano 
route.

H e h o p ed  th a t the  
in troduction  o f  the flights 
will be o f  mutual benefit to 
both countries.

Rabiu Kwankwaso, Kano Slate Governor
T h e K ano

C om m issioner o f  Finance, 
Dr. H afiz  A b u b ak a r w ho 
represented G overnor Rabiu 
M u sa  K w an k w aso  at the 
c e re m o n y  c o n g ra tu la te d ' 
E th io p ia n  A ir, fo r  
introducing the Kano route, 
prom ising that Kano will be 
a g o o d  m a rk e t fo r  th e  
airliner. He said that m any 
b u s in e s sm e n  fro m  K ano  
travel to Saudi A rabia and 
D u b a i f re q u e n tly , th e  
officials that they w ill not 
regret introducing the route.

T h e  n ew  f lig h ts ,  
according to the Operations 
M anager in Kano, w ill be on 
T uesdays at 1645 hrs and 
Thursdays at 1700 hrs from 
K ano  to  A d is -A b a b a , 
Ethiopia. The Kano cultural 
dancers added colour to the 
airport ceremony.__________

B
NDDC is broke, says MD

President Obasanjo

arely six months after 
th e  N ig e r  D e lta  
D e v e l o p m e n t  

C o m m iss io n  (N D D C ). 
received N2.6 billion from 
the Federal Government, its 

’M anaging  D irector, C h ie f  
G o d w in  G m en e sa id  th e  
com m ission is in dearth o f  
funds.

H e a lso  w a rn e d  th a t 
e x c e p t th e  fe d e ra l ,

From Wisdom-Uduak Patrick,
in Port Harcourt

GSM charges outrageous -N LC

T he N ig e r ia  L ab o u r 
Congress (NLC) has 
called on the federal 

governm ent to com pel the 
m anagem ents o f  the th ree 
licensed operators o f  Global 
S y stem s fo r  M o b ile  
Com m unications (GSM ) in 
the country to bring down the 
cost o f  their services.

The congress accused 
th e  m a n a g e m e n ts  o f  
ECONET, MTN andN IT E L  
o f taking undue advantage o f 
the th irst o f  N igerians for 
e f f i c i e n t  
telecommunications services 
by im posing  on them  the 
highest tariffs for one o f  the 
“o ldest” technology in the 
telecom m unications field.

T h e  c a lle d  w as 
c o n ta in e d  in  a p re ss  
statem ent by the N LC and 
m ade available to Business 
Day.

T he p re ss  s ta te m e n t 
titled: “Federal Governm ent 
m ust stop G SM  opera to rs 
from  exploiting N igerians,” 
s ig n e d  by  th e  N L C  
President, Com rade Adams 
O shiom hole, stated that “a 
glance at the tariffs suggest 
tha t they are not only the 
highest in the world, but are 
a lso  u n re a so n a b le , 
o u trag eo u s , u n ac ce p ta b le  
and totally at variance with 
our own situation.”

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  
statement, the down payment 
o f  N 5 0 ,0 0 0 , fo r  a n ew  
s u b s c r ib e r  is q u ite  
o u tra g e o u s  fo r  th e  sam e 
se rv ices  are o b ta in ed  fo r 
N13,673 in South Africa, the 
h o m e c o u n try  o f  M T N , 
N 1 4 ,5 0 0  in  T ogo  an d  
N 28,000 in Zim babwe, the 
base o f  ECONET.

T h e N L C  b o ss  
e x p la in e d  th a t th e  h ig h  
charges dem anded  by  the 
operators o f  G SM  represent 
a b e tra y a l  o f  o rd in a ry  
Nigerians who were led by 
these com panies to believe 
that GSM  could be afforded 
by salary earners.

Said he: “We are also

From Samson Ojo, in Lagos

p ersu ad ed  to b e liev e  tha t 
a c c e ss  c h a rg e  b y  th e  
o p e ra to rs  is a b s o lu te ly  
unnecessary and contradicts 
the principle o f  com petition 
and it confirm s our fear o f  
m onopoly practices.

T he co n g re ss  a rgued  
that the high tariff currently 
b e in g  a d v e r t is e d  by  th e  
licensed GSM  operators, is 
a c o n s p ira c y  o f  so rts  
betw een the operators and 
th e  N ig e r ia n
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  
Com mission (NCC) because 
th e  la t te r  c a n n o t c la im  
ignorance o f  w hat obtains in 
the neighbouring countries.

The text o f  the statement 
read: “The truth o f  the matter 
rem ains that N igeria being 
potentially the biggest GSM  
market in Africa shotild offer 
the cheapest ta riffs, i f  the 
un iversa l p rinc ip le  o f  the 
volum e determ ining the unit 
price applies.”

The congress expressed 
disappointm ent that NCC is 
allowing the GSM  operators 
to  r ip -o f f  N ig e r ia n  
consumers.

W h ile  ca llin g  on the 
Federal Governm ent and the 
N C C  to  c a ll th e  G SM  
o p e ra to rs  to  o rd e r , the  
statem ent explained that the 
Federal G overnm ent has a 
fundam ental responsibility  
and du ty  at p ro tec tin g  its 
citizens from  the brazen rip- 
o ff which the GSM providers 
have started implementing.

Comrade Adams Oshiomhole, SLC President

governm ent m ove very fast 
by p rovid ing  funds to  the 
com m ission, the objectives 
behind the establishm ent o f 
ND DC could be threatened 
and crisis m ay set in as the 
expectations o f  the people o f 
the area w ere high.

The M anaging Director, 
who gave the w arning noted 
that the governm ent’s desire 
to effec tive ly  develop  the 
ru ra l co m m u n ities  in the 
N iger Delta states should not 
b e  je o p a r d is e d  w ith  th e  
.problem o f funding.

R e c e iv in g  a se t o f  
docum ents entitled “survey 
g en e ric” p resen ted  by the 
N ig e r ia n  In s ti tu te  o f  
S u rv e y o rs  (N IS ), R iv ers  
S ta te  b ran c h , the  N D D C  
h e lm sm a n  e n l is te d  th e  
su p p o r t o f  th e  b o d y  o f  
surveyors in the raging battle 
a g a in s t  a t te m p ts  b y  th e  
g o v ern m en t to  s ta rv e  the

com m ission o f  funds.
Omene, w hile thanking 

the surveyors for their w e ll-  
a r t ic u la te d  v ie w s  as 
contained in the documents, 
he a s su re d  th e  N IS  o f  
im m ediate registration both 
as c o n tra c to rs  an d  
consu ltan ts, said contracts 
th a t co u ld  en h a n ce  ru ra l 
developm ent w ould only be 
aw a rd e d  b a se d  on the  
availability o f  funds.

B ut w hile  the N D D C  
m a n a g in g  d ir e c to r  is 
appealing for funds, analysts 
o f  the developm ent at the 
a g e n c y  sa id  th a t  th e  
organisation was gradually 
fo llow ing  the foo tpath  o f  
other sim ilar agencies.

T he S ta te  D ire c to rs  
N a tio n a l O rie n ta tio n  
A g en cy (N O A ), P ro fesso r 
Fred A lasia  to ld  B usiness 
Day that it w as business as 
u su a l in  th e  N D D C . 
According to him, since its 
incep tion  there is nothing

concrete on the ground to 
show  for the N 2.6  b illion  
g o v e rn m e n t re c e n tly  
released to them.

Business Day gathered 
that the m oney was alm ost 
gone as hotel bills. “About 
16 o f  them  are in different 
suites in Hotel Presidential, 
Port Harcourt a tN  15,000.00 
per night food and laundry 
exclusive.”

P ro fessor F red A lasia 
said m oney spent so far by 
the com m issions’ officials in 
hotel would have been more 
than enough to rent three 
bedroom  flats for its senior 
officials and still remain for 
fiscal p ro jec ts  that w ould  
better the life o f  the people 

-o f  N iger Delta.
He warned that NDDC 

was gradually going the way 
o f  N D B D C , “D F F R I, 
O M P A D E C  an d  o th e r  
s im ila r  a g e n c ie s  u sed  to 
waste government funds that 
would have been directed at 
developing the areas a round 
the N iger Delta region.

Workers disrupt Nigeria Airways operations again
The em battled Nigeria 

A irw a y s  L im ite d  
(N A L ) h ad  its  

operations d isrupted  again 
M o n d ay , as its  w o rk e rs  
trooped  out to p ro test the 
F e d e ra l G o v e rn m e n t’s 
silence on the cancellation o f  
p erm ission  gran ted  to  the 
a ir l in e  by  B r itis h  C iv il 
Aviation Authority (CBAA).

The aggrieved workers 
b locked the portion  o f  the 
ro a d  le a d in g  to  the  
P residen tial lounge o f  the 
M u rta la  M o h a m m e d

From Shakirat Abdulmajeed, in Lagos

International Airport, Lagos, 
b u t w ere  p rev e n ted  from  
entry by the team  o f  airport 
police command.

T he p la ca rd  ca rry in g  
workers were seen chanting 
a n ti-g o v e rn m e n t s logans, 
p a r t ic u la r ly  a g a in s t th e  
Aviation Minister, Dr. (Mrs.) 
K em a Chikwe. Some o f  the 
placards read “Chikwe must 
go,” “the sacking o f  Yomi 
Jones is not the solution to 
th e  p ro b le m  o f  N ig e r ia

Giwa tasks FG on GSM
F o rm er P re s id e n t o f  

M a n u f a c t u r e r s  
A s s o c ia tio n  o f  

Nigeria (MAN), C hief Rufus 
Giwa, has urged the federal 
g o v e rn m e n t to  m ak e  the  
rec en tly  lau n ch ed  G lobal 
S y s te m s  fo r  M o b ile  
C o m m u n ic a tio n s  (G S M ) 
a f fo rd a b le  to  o rd in a ry  
Nigerians.

S p e a k in g  in  an  
e x c lu s iv e  c h a r t w ith  our 
correspondent, G iw a was o f  
the opinion that “if  effected, 
low charges has the potential 
o f  e n h a n c in g  th e  s o c io ­
econom ic developm ent o f  
the country and its people.” 

H is w ords: “The poor 
m an on the street should not 
suffer for everything in the 
country, including the right

From Olumide Bajulaiye, in Abeokuta

APC sets up website for Nigerian dealers
A  U n ite d  S ta te s  

so f tw a re  firm , 
A m e r ic a n  P o w e r 

C o n v e rs io n  (A P C ) h as 
e s ta b l ish e d  a w e b s ite  to  
provide its N igerian dealers 
w ith  needed inform ation to 
enhance their operations.

This w as d isc losed  to 
Business Day in Lagos via 
an  e -m a il by  A P C ’s 
m a rk e tin g  m a n a g e r  fo r  
A fric a , Ja cq u i G rad w ell, 
who stated that the website

j From Bright Ewulu, in Lagos

d ed ica ted  to  the sou thern  
A frican  channel w ill also 
serve tw o other coun tries- 
South A frica and Kenya.

A c c o rd in g  to  her, 
“dealers can now check for 
upcom ing trade shows and 
APC events in their region.”

A p a rt from  th is , she 
stated that com pany’s news, 
press releases and product 
inform ations w ill be m ade

accessible to the dealers via 
the website.

G radwell was emphatic 
that the resellers in the above 
n am ed  co u n tries  stand  to  
gain from APC online sales 
su p p o r t an d  te c h n ic a l ' 
assistance where necessary.

“T echnical assis tance  
in c lu d e s  an  o n lin e  ch a t 
facility for priority support 
an d  in te ra c t iv e
u n in te r ru p tib le  P o w er 
S u p p ly  (P S ) s iz in g

application,” she stated.
She stated further that: 

“N ot only do our resellers 
qualify  for a personalised  
w eb -p ag e  on the w ebsite, 
but we also provide a regular 
e-mail newsletter.”

M e a n w h ile  A P C  has 
launched  a U PS un it that 
com bines U SB and serial 
c o n n e c tiv ity  in  th e  sam e 
model. The product comes in 
tw o versions -  B ack-U P S  
CS 500 and B ack-U PS CS 
350 w ith a run time o f  22 and 
16 m inutes respectively.

to  c o m m u n ic a te . T he 
com m on  m an  sh o u ld  no t 
suffer w hen his next door 
n e ig h b o u rs  in  G hana and 
R e p u b lic  o f  B e n in  are  
enjoying the same facilities.” 

T h e  fo rm e r  L ev e r 
Brothers M anaging Director 
s tre s s e d  fu r th e r  th a t “ I f  
everybody has access, it will 
assist us greatly. I f  I have to 
d iscuss any th ing  w ith  m y 
b ro th e r  in  O ko  in  O ndo  
State, he need not to travel 

T a?os for such discussion 
-  he w ill s ta y  th e re  an d  
discuss w ith m e.”

He decried  the recen t 
G SM  ra te s  ro lle d  ou t by  
N ITEL as too high for the 
com m on man, and appealed 
for a review.

M a k in g  p h o n e s  
available to Nigerians, Giwa 
explained w ould go a long 
w ay “in saving the lives o f  
o u r  p e o p le  th ro u g h  
a v o id a b le  d e a th s  on ou r 
roads and enhance social and 
business interactions”

T h e b u s in e s s  m o g u l 
insisted that “if  Ghana could 
have a system in whereby the 
p o o r  m an  c o u ld  u se  
te le p h o n e , th e n  N ig e r ia  
should also have it, that is my 
position.”

Airways.”
T hey  vow ed  to  m ake 

a c tiv itie s  in  the  n a tio n a l 
c a r r ie r  im p o ss ib le  i f  the  
federal governm ent refused 
to address issues affecting.

T h e  w o rk e rs  w ere  
h o w e v e r  d is p e rs e d  by  
airm ed pojicem en w ho shot 
canisters o f  tear gas into the 
air.

A s th e  te a r  gas  
e n v e lo p e d  th e  a ir, th e  
d e m o n s tra tin g  w o rk e rs  
re tre a te d  as th ey  run  fo r 
safety.

H o w ev er, M r. P e te r  
Ogaba, Chairman, National 
U n io n  o f  A ir  T ra n sp o r t 
E m ployees (N U A TE) has 
c a rp e te d  th e  A v ia tio n  
M inister, Dr. Kema Chikwe 
for her role in the problem  
that engulfed the airline.

He said the governm ent 
has  re fu se d  to  a s s is t  the 
airline to operate the L agos- 
London route, stressing that 
no  N ig e r ia n  c a r r ie r  has  
operated the route since the 
B r itis h  an d  N ig e r ia n  
g o v e rn m e n ts  s ig n e d  the  
bilateral agreement.

M e a n w h ile , th e  tw o  
B ritish  carrier, the B ritish  
Airways and Virgin Atlantic 
h av e  b e e n  e n jo y in g  
u n d is ru p te d  se rv ic e s  to  
N igeria on m onopoly basis.
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Nigeria may lose N58b
to vandalisation -Shell boss

i  i.‘ A. nm. tiio  theI he nation  faces the 
r isk  o f  lo sin g  $5.8

  m illion  (abou t N 58
billion) daily oil revenue due 

I to  th e  in c re a s in g  ra te  o f  
I v a n d a lis a tio n  o f  S h e ll 
I Pipelines in Ogoniland.

D e p u ty  M a n a g in g  
I D irector, Shell P etro leum  
I D evelopm ent C om pany o f

j From Rakiva A. Muhammad, in Lagos

vandalised and set on fire.’ 
T h is , M r. Im o m o h  

w a rn e d , co u ld  le ad  to  a 
deferm ent o f  over 240,000 
barrels per day.

H e n o te d  th a t
vandalisation had continued 
on buried pipelines that pass

Nigeria Limited (SPDC)!M r through the Ogoniland to the
„  , . ,  U Bonnv Term inal, stressing

the beginning o f  this year, 
SPDC has recorded 39 cases 
o f  p ip e lin e  vanda lisa tion , 
stressing further that since 

, the com pany left Ogoniland 
in 1993, its fac ilitie s  left 
beh ind  including the flow  
stations, flowlines, pipelines 
h av e  b e e n  su b je c te d  to  
persistent vandalisation.

he Chairm an, Board 
o f  d ire c to rs  o f  

_  N IC O N  P ic ,
A m b a ssa d o r  Y ahaya 
K w an d e has d ec ried  low  
level o f  participation o f  the 
governm ent and people o f  
Plateau State in the nation’s 
in su ra n c e  in d u s try ,
p a r t ic u la r ly  N IC O N  
Insurance Corporation.

A m bassador K w ande, 
whq is also an indigene o f  the 
s ta te  m ad e  th is  kn o w n  
rec en tly  w hen  he led  the 
b o a rd  m e m b ers  o f  th e  
insurance company on a visit 
to the state governor, C hief 
Joshua D ariye at Rayfield,

NICON boss tasks . 
Plateau govt on insurance

H e sa id  th a t re c o rd s  . "I
available showed a low level 
o f  p a tro n a g e  “ from  the  
people and governm ent o f 
Plateau State and it is really 
v e ry  sa d ,” s tre s s in g  th a t 
other states w ere enjoying 
th e  fu ll b e n e f i t  o f  the  
insurance services.

T h e  b o a rd  c h a irm a n  
warned such establishments 
in the state against the risk 
o f losing their property in an 
event o f  disaster and called 
on th em  to  u n d e r ta k e

I E gbert Im om oh w ho w as 
b rfe f in g  e n e rg y

I correspondents recently  in 
[L a g o s  lam en ted  tha t “the 
128inch and 24inch T ran s- 
(N ig e r  P ip e lin e s  ca rry in g  
1 crude oil from our land fields 

a n d  a lso  th ird  p a r ty  
I p ro d u c tio n  are  b e in g

B onny Term inal, stressing 
that if  these activities are not 
curtailed immediately, there 
w ould be untold dam age to 
the environm ent as well as 
the economy.

Mr. Im om oh also spoke 
on theft o f  SPDC pipelines, 
disclosing that during aa tour 
o f  the area last w eek, the 
com pany discovered that the 
old unused 12inch B o m u - 
B onny gas d e liv e ry  lines 
were being evacuated, neatly 
cut and trucked away in large 
quantities.

A ccording to  him , since

rsistent vanaansation. jus,  ---------- ---------------------— ——    ^

..Predicts oil boom 2010
_ | . . . . .  i r / x t  a  n c \  7 i r» T a  n n c  OTPflt nOtCTltlcll tO llVG UP tO

h e l l ’s H ead  o f  
E v a lu a tio n  and

 Identification  in the
Exploration Department, Mr. 
R a lf  H o ffm a n n  h as 
expressed  confidence that 
the year 2010 target to meet 
a h u g e  o il re se rv e  o f  40 
billion barrels is achievable.

H e w as speaking after 
his technical presentation at 
the m onthly m eeting o f  the 
N ig e r ia n  A s so c ia tio n  o f  
P etro leum  E xp lo ration ists

(NAPE) recently in Lagos.
Mr. Hoffmann who was 

co -au tho r o f  the p roposal 
that led to oil discovery in the 
D eep  O ffsh o re  N ig e r ia , 
Bonga South West, said the 
deep offshore w ill have to 
c a rry  th e  b u rd e n  o f  the  
requirem ent.

He said between eight to 
10 b illion  barrels o f  oil is 
e x p lo re d  fro m  th e  d eep  
offshore and in the next years 
the deep offshore w ill have

Students press for HYPPADEC
  n a n t  I r t W P T  n f

I Ron van den Berg, Shell MD

T he national body 
o f  the league o f  
s tu d en ts  o f  the 

four hydro producing states 
o f  Kebbi, Kogi, Kwara and 
N ig e r  h as  c a lle d  fo r  the  
speedy enactm ent o f  the law 
e s ta b l is h in g  th e

By Ahmed Shekarau

H y ro p ro d u c in g  A re as
D evelopm ent C om m ission 
(HYPPADEC).

A b ill c a llin g  for the 
e s ta b l is h m e n t o f
H Y P P A D E C  has a lre ad y

been sent to the low er house 
o f  the N ational A ssem bly, 
and is aw aiting its second 
reading on the floor o f  the 
house.

S peaking to  B usiness  
D ay  on  th e  fo rth c o m in g  
n a t io n a l s e m in a r  on  th e  
commission proposed for the

great potential to live up to 
expectation.

Com menting on drilling 
activities, the explorationist 
expressed confidence that it 
w ill increase in y e a r  2002 
even as licences expire in 
2003.

In  h is  p re s e n ta t io n  
titled: “Regional G eologic 
F ram ew ork  o f  the N ig e r-  
D e lta  D e e p w a te r ,” M r. 
H o ffm an n  n o te d  th a t the 
re m a in in g  e x p lo ra tio n  
potential is significant in the 
N iger Delta.

H e a d d e d  th a t  “ the  
d ee p w ate r p o rtio n  o f  th e  
N iger Delta basin presents a 
large volum e target, with a 
to ta l u ltim a te  v o lu m e  
potential that appears to be 
com parable to other m ajor 
deepwater basins around the 
w orld.”

Mr. Hoffm ann also said 
that the existing well contro t

From Buhari Bello, in Jos

security cover w ith NICON.
He called on institutions 

like the U niversity o f  Jos to j 
se iz e  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  
b e c a u se  o f  th e ir  a s se ts , 
saying that “ this is the only 
w ay  y o u  can  sav e  y o u r  
in v e s tm e n t w hen  tro u b le  
comes.

A m b assad o r K w ande | 
further stressed that NICON 
could invest on its client s 
p ro jec t on ly  w hen  it w as 
being properly patronised.

R esponding , the state 
g o v e rn o r, w ho  w as j 
represented  by his deputy. 
C h ie f  M ich ie l B ot M ang 
regretted the inability ot the 
state to patronise NICON.

H e a s su re d  th a t a 
machinery would be put in 
m o tion  to  ensu re  tha t all 
governm ent organs in the 
state patronised the company 
by obtain ing insurance on 
m ovable and non-m ovable 
properties.

27th ofnext month in Abuja I

"  I M - o c a r b o n s h a v e  been

TENDER NOTICE 
CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA 
NIGERIAN TREASURY BILLS

Notice is hereby given by the Central Bank of Nigeria that 91-day Federal 
Government of Nigeria Treasury Bills amounting to N 15,000 million will 
be issued by an auction-based system on Thursday, 30/08/2001.

Interested Authorized Dealers (Commercial/Merchant Banks, Designated 
Discount Houses and Brokers) are invited to submit tenders to reach the 
Public Debt Office, Central Bank of Nigeria, Lagos, not later than 1J0  
p.m on Tuesday, 28/08/2001.

Each tender must'be in multiple of N 1,000, subject to a minimum of 
N10 000 per tender. Authorized Dealers are allowed to submit multip e 
bids’and quote multiple rates. A tender may be for own account of 
Authorised Dealers or made on behalf of interested members of the public, 
who are advised to apply to their banks or Brokers for the Bills.

•
Tenders for the Bills should be submitted on the Prescribed printed forms 
in duplicate and in sealed envelopes clearly marked iTENDER tO K  
BILLSi The result of the tender will be announced before the close ot 
business on Tuesday, 28/08/2001. The Bank reserves the right to reject 
any tender in part or in full.

Allotment letters will be issued to successful tenderers on Wednesday, 
29/08/2001. Payment in full for the amounts of the accepted tenders must 
be made to the Central Bank of Nigeria not later than 1.30p. m on the 
issue date 30/08/2001. This will normally be effected by direct debit to 
the accounts of the affected Authorized Dealers which should ensure that 
their accounts with the Bank are adequately funded for this purpose.

PUBLIC DEBT OFFICE 
CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA 

TINUBU SQUARE 
LAGOS.

Abdulfatai L. Ibrahim  stated 
that the sem inar is intended 
to press further for speedy 
action on the bill.

Specifically , Com rade 
Ibrahim stated that “we want 
to use the opportunity o f  this 
seminar to draw the attention 
o f  the N ational A ssem bly 
and the Presidency on the 
need to speed-up action on 
the legislation to save our 
people from  being turned to 
m e re  re fu g e e s  by  th e  
ravaging floods.”

He said  thousands o f  
houses and farm lands are 
b e in g  “ s u b -m e rg e d  on a 
daily  basis,” stressing that 
the students league believe 
e s ta b l is h in g  th e  h y d ro ­
com mission is “the only way 
our people could  reap the 
dividends o f  dem ocracy.” 

T he p ro te im  c o ­
o rd in a to r  w ho  sa id  th e ir  
leag u e  is fu nded  th rough  
con tribu tions by m em bers 
and “ lit tle  su p p o rt” from  
so m e o f  th e ir  s ta te  
governors, claim ed that “we 
believe we are stakeholders 
in the ongoing effort towards 
consolidating the gains o f  the 
com m ission for the benefits 
o f  our people.”

He said m em bers o f  the 
S enate  and  the  H ouse  o f  
Representatives, academics 
and o ther p rom inen t sons 
an d  d a u g h te rs  o f  th e  
hydroproducing states will 
participate in the on e-d ay  
seminar.

Prisca Soares, NICON MD
encountered in 70 percent o f 
prospects drilled. _________

Indigenous participation

A  ....A dam ac Industries 
-  N igeria has clinched 

a $200 m illion (about N2.4 
billion) contact from  Shell 
P e tro le u m  D e v e lo p m e n t 
C o m p an y  (S P D C ) fo r  a 
pipeline project that would 
boost gas use.

T h e  c o n tra c t fo r 
O ffsh o re  G as G a th e r in g  
System  (O G G S) w as w on 
ag a in s t s t i f f  co m p e titio n  
from  E uropean , A m erican 
and K orean contractors, the 
O G G S  P ro je c t m a n a g e r  
R obert A sgill d isclosed in 
Shell’s bulletin.

T he p ip e lin e  p ro jec t, 
according to SPDC), the is a 
key elem ent in its p lan  to 
elim inate routine flaring o f  
a s s o c ia te d  g as , w h ile  
facilitating the expansion o f  
oil production offshore.

T h e  e n g in e e r in g , 
p ro cu rem e n t, in s ta lla tio n  
and com m issioning contract 
(EPIC) for the OGGS is to 
be executed by a  consortium  
offirms, com prising DSND 
Subsea N igeria Lim ited, (a 
s u b s id ia ry  o f  A d am ac  
Industries Nigeria) and stool 
offshore services.

The pipeline system is 
to  c o l le c t  an d  d e liv e r  
associated gas from  the new 
o ffsh o re  o il  f ie ld  
d ev e lo p m en ts  and  excess 
associated gas from  the w est 
to the N LNG  plant in Bonny.

The project, SPDC said

som e 2 80km s o f  3 .2 inch  
d ia m e te r  tru n k lin e , and 
rece iv in g  fac ilitie s  at the 
N L N G , p la n t a t B onny , 
a d d in g  th a t A d am ac 
Industries w ill estab lish  a I 
p la n t fo r  th e  c o a tin g  o f  
linepipes at the Onne Oil and 
Gas Free Zone.

A cc o rd in g  to  S hell s 
Developm ent Director, John j 
Barry, “it is part o f  SPDC's 
policy and vision to see the 
Nigerian oil and gas service 
contractor industry increase 
in size , co m p eten ce , and 
ability, such that over time. 
N igeria becom es the supply 
centre for the oil industry in 
West Africa.

H e a d d e d , “ A d am ac 
In d u stries , an ind igenous 
co n trac to r b ased  in  P o rt-  
H a rc o u r t, p ro v id e s
engineering and construction 
services to  the oil and gas 
in d u s try  an d  is s u ita b ly  
positioned to contribute to I 
S P D C ’s p ro g ra m m e  o f  
efficien tly  using  N ig eria ’s I 
abundant gas reserves.’

Also commenting on the 
consortium , OGGS project 
m a n a g e r  sa id  “ th e  
co n so rtiu m  com b in es the 
relative strengths o f  a wholly 
owned indigenous contractor 
and an international offshore 
construction contractor, and 
as su c h  is a  m a jo r  
b re a k th ro u g h  fo r  th e  
offshore N igeria oil and gas 
industry.”
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Jamaica is rich in a mu 
sical culture, which is 
rooted in a reggae tradi­

tion. How true is this and what 
are the other fields in which 
Jamaica has exhibited unique 
tendencies?

Your question is very pro­
found and wide. And perhaps I 
should begin by saying just how 
I perceive it on the basis o f  a 
definition o f culture. Culture is 
defined as a total pattern o f be­
haviour embodied in shared val­
ues, a common world view, re­
lationships, belief, music, arte­
facts, expressed in the perform­
ing and visual arts o f the peo­
ple, and certainly it is confirmed 
in the common attitudes of th e , 
people. In this regard therefore 
every counity is culturally rich. 
Where Jamaica stands out is in 
its ability as a small nation to 
impact upon the world. Jamaica 
has a population o f  approxi­
mately 2.6 million people occu­
pying some 10, 830sq kilome­
tres o f land space. But despite 
its small size the w orld has 
come to recognise Jam aica’s 
reggae music both as a musical 
form and as the stirring chant 
o f  the oppressed  and 
marginalized. A cross section of 
societies, the world over have 
identified with reggae, and Ja­
maica has influenced the world 
in many other ways. Its world 
view embraces equality o f the 
sexes and races. Its colonial 
constitution o f 1944 enshrined 
adult suffrage equally to both 
sexes. Its independence consti­
tution o f 1962 entrenched that 
provision. Jamaica’s population 
is comprised o f blacks roughly 
91 percent, mixed roughly 7.3 
percent, East Indians about 1.3, 
whites about 0.2 percent, Chi­
nese 0.2 percent. Jam aica’s 
motto is “Out o f many, one peo­
ple,” and this is an expression 
o f the equality o f races.

Jamaica’s determination to 
succeed as an expression o f the 
quality o f mind and shared val­
ues is dem onstrated consist­
ently through sports, its aca­
demic outlook and the intellec­
tual challenges it poses. Our 
athletes have consistently dem­
onstrated this kind o f determi­
nation on athletics tracks, and 
most certainly in the major ath­

letic activities and in football. I 
th ink Jam aica so far is the 
smallest global population that 
has ever had a team at the world 
cup. We are hoping this time 
around to be there and maybe 
we will meet Nigeria. But there 
are many other ways that Ja­
maica has influenced the world. 
Jamaicans strongly believe in 
self-determ ination. We have 
consistently, as a nation and as 
a people, supported people all 
over the world who are strug­
gling for self-determination. We 
have never lost the faith that 
everyone is entitled to his own 
place in the world.

Late Nesta M arley (Bob 
Marley) used music to argue 
fo r  the unity o f  the black race 
and heal the wounds inflicted 
through form s o f  racial con­
flict. In the 1970s fo r  instance, 
he brought the P eople’s Na­
tional Party leader, M ichael 
Manley and that o f  Jamaica’s 
Labour Party, Edward Seaga 
to embrace peace. What has 
become o f  his legacy today?

It is not that Bob Marley 
brought the leaders o f the two 
main political leaders together 
in order to embrace peace. Ja­
maica has a viable democracy. 
We only have two political par­
ties and these compete vigor­
ously for the votes o f the elec­
torate. There are times when 
emotions run high. Then they 
sometimes resort to violence to 
make a statement. This to me 
underlines what happens in the 
Jamaican political context. The 
concert which was organised by 
Bob Marley and others was en­
titled “The peace concert” and 
that was in 1979. At that time 
the two main political parties 
were actively engaged in cam­
paigning for the votes o f the 
electorate. The situation be­
came tense, emotions ran high 
and violence erupted in differ­
ent sections o f the country. It 
was felt that there was need for 
unity. This concert was held and 
the two leaders were invited to 
attend. So they both attended. 
And probably the glamour at 
that occasion was to have both 
leaders embracing and holding 
hands. It was a show o f unity 
and also a sign of peace. I think 
the election was perhaps the

The Kingston conflict is
Mr Carl Marshall is the Jamaican High Commissioner to Nigeria. 
Foreign Desk, he provides a perspective on the famous Jamaican 
imbroglio, the phenomenal position o f Bob Marley in Jamaican cult 
beth in Jamaican politics, and Jamaica s warm and enduring ties wzl—— —— — — ----------- .- O  I

His Excellency, the M ost Honouable Sir Horward 
Cooke. O.N., G.C.M.G., G.C.V.O., C.D.

bloodiest election in Jamaican 
history.

We have had general elec­
tions in 1989, 1993 and 1996. 
After 1980, we have had very 
peaceful elections. So can we 
see that as a reflection o f  the 
peace concert? I believe that 
both parties resolved that they 
should make an effort to con­
tain the enthusiasm o f their own 
supporters. That to me resulted 
in the peaceful general elections 
in subsequent years.

Now elections are around 
the corner in Jamaica. But Ja­
maica is now going through 
the pains o f  interparty squab­
bles with lots o f  lives and prop­
erties destroyed. What is the 
genesis o f  this?

In the past, campaigning 
for the people’s votes has re­
sulted in some of the violence 
and in almost every single elec­
tion, after that o f 1980 people 
have come to associate any sort 
o f communal conflict as parti­
san. But in my own opinion the 
com m unal co n flic ts  tak ing  
place in Jamaica now are not in­
spired by partisan politics. It’s 
just because many communities 
are polarised between the re­
spective parties. It is very easy 
to claim that any kind o f con­
flict, any kind o f disturbance is 
really triggered by political rea­

sons. But in the midst o f it there 
is also  the problem  o f  
criminality and I refer to raw 
crim inality. The problem  o f 
drug trafficking also compounds 
the problem. This is a new phe­
nomenon, which seems to have 
overcome Jamaica m the last 
few years. This was generated 
by a group o f persons whom we 
call deportees. Many o f them 
are persons who were bom in 
Jamaica but who were bought 
up outside Jamaica. And many 
left Jamaica when they were 
one year or two years o f age and 
they have never really lived in 
Jamaica, but they remain Jamai-

and they feel that the best way 
to deal with them is to send 
them back home. So they return 
to Jamaica and when they come 
back they return as criminals.

So we are having that prob­
lem in Jamaica where violence 
and crim inal activities have 
reached a height. From the re­
ports o f  the constituted author­
ity, the police, are saying that 
these conflicts may have been 
triggered by such persons. So in 
my view it is not politically mo­
tivated. It has a strong criminal 
background to it.

In the wake o f  the recent 
vio len ce  in West K ingston

^B utin  my own opinion the communal con­
flicts taking place in Jamaica now are not 
inspired by partisan politics. I t’s ju st be­
cause many communities are polarised be­
tween the respective parties. It is very easy 
to claim that any kind o f  conflict, any kind 
o f  disturbance is really triggered by politi­
cal reasons. But in the midst o f  it there is 
also the problem o f  criminality and I  refer 
Jo raw criminality.

can citizens. They developed 
criminal habits when they were 
abroad.

These foreign countries 
don’t know how to handle them

some people including the Edi­
tor o f  the Sunday Herald in 
Kingston, Franklyn McKnight 
believe  th a t p a r ty  loya lis ts  
have been encouraged by the

various political parties to perpetuate i 
lence to pave the way fo r  malpractic\ 
next y ea r’s election. How true is this t 
gation?

I don’t think this is true. The que 
has to do with the wake o f the recent 
lence in West Kingston. West Kingston 
scribes the Western part o f the city of I1 
ston. It describes a constituency as well 
violence that is taking place in Jamaica I 
is taking place more in the area o f 1 
Kingston, which is the Western part o f f 
ston. Well, that is one constituency. We I 
60 constituencies. West Kingston as a J 
stituency is a stronghold o f the Jama 
Labour Party. The leader o f the opposi 
had held this constituency ever since hel 
elected over 30 years ago. The Peoples! 
tional Party during this period has never! 
this constituency. The Jamaican Lai 
Party had no fear o f losing this constitua 
The People’s National Party does notl 
West Kingston as a constituency thl 
needs to win in order to form a govemn 
So there is no need for both political 
ties to be fighting over that particular I 
stituency. There is no need at all. If  thel 
lence were widespread, then it would [ 
gest something quite different. But it is I 
tained within the constituency of West I 
ston, which is a stronghold o f the La 
Party, and it is not a strong desire oj 
Peoples National Party to win it.

The Prime Minister, Mr. Patterson 
deployed the police and the soldiers to J 
trol the violence in West Kingston. B ui 
Seaga has accused them o f  instigating 
lence in his stronghold. Do you think J
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\n this interview with Musa Aliyu o f our 
radition o f Reggae music, the Kingston 
re and politics, the role o f Queen Eliza- 

th Nigeria. Excerpts.

Iv/o- o f  them are doing enough to restore peace 
l.v in in the area?
t lie- Well, I think the Prime Minster as head

o f government has a responsibility to ensure 
Ition the safety o f citizens across the nation. If a 
vio- situation develops which requires the pres- 
I de- ence o f the police and the soldiers, I think it 
ling- is the responsibility o f the government to en- 
The sure that its own constituted authority, that 
|iow is the police and soldiers, should be used to 
Vest bring the situation under control. If  that were 
(ing- done, then I would say the Pritne Minister 
lave is doing his best to control the situation. Vio- 
pon- lence is not one sided and the real issue is 
lean  whether the other side is now ensuring that 
Ition peace reigns. I really can’t say that enough 
vas is not being done. But what I can really say 

is that the Pymc Minister as the leader of 
von government in calling out the soldiers and 

the police and he has done what he is ex- 
ncy. pected to do as the political leader o f the 
I see country.
pt it Directly related to the above is the fact

that the Prime Minister has extended the 
par- “Olive branch ” to the leader o f  the oppo- 
pon- sition. What does this really signify?
vio- Jam aica is both an in teresting  and
fug- unique society. There is no war between the 
Ion- politicians. The olive branch suggests that
ling- you are calling for peace. There is no war
kour between politicians. I think what has hap- 
| the ' pened is that the Prime Minister had invited 

the leader o f the opposition to meet with him 
I has so that they would discuss the matter. I think 

that is really what the Prime Minister is up 
to. It is just that he wishes to extend the ol­
ive branch because there is no war between 
politicians, but rather to ask that both po­

litical leaders should meet and 
coopera te  in the effo rt to 
achieve peace.

The British Prime Minis­
ter, Tony Blair, recently paid a 
visit to Jamaica amidst the un­
rest. Do you think this visit has 
to do with the fear that the vio­
lence will extend to London  
with “ Yardie” gunmen shift­
ing base? I t seem s they are 
shifting on a daily basis ac­
cording to reports.

Prime Minister Blair’s visit 
to Jam aica really  em anated 
from a proposal made in 1999 
in Durban, South Africa that 
Caribbean heads o f  govern­
ments and the Prime Minister 
o f the United Kingdom should 
meet to discuss a re-orientation 
of the UK-Caribbean relation­
ship. So that visit was planned 
a long time ago. It is a coinci­
dence that the two events hap­
pened at that time. In Jamaica 
he met with the heads o f gov­
ernments from the Bahamas, 
B arbados, and G uyana, St. 
K ings and St. V incent and 
Trinidad and Tobago. So Prime 
M inister, B la ir’s visit to Ja­
maica was planned a long time 
ago.

Britain has offered the 
Jamaican government a dona­
tion o f  $285, 400 to figh t gang­
sterism  and dru g  crim es

through en h an ced  p o lic e  
training. Why is there a seri­
ous concern on the matter at 
this point in time?

Jamaica and Britain have 
had bilateral relations for a long 
time. Part o f the bilateral rela­
tions include technical assist­
ance from Britain to Jamaica in 
the training o f the Jam aican 
police. So this has been goin§ 
on for a long time. The offer o f 
a donation is only a part or 
rather perhaps a new aspect o f  
the bilateral agreement. It could 
be that the Jam aican police 
needs extra training in dealing 
with the kind o f violence. So, 
perhaps Britain has agreed to 
support the request for en ­
hanced training in this context.

So, it does not have to do 
with the fea r o f  the gunmen 
moving to London?

No, 1 don’t think so. I think 
it is more a question of the type 
o f training given to Jamaica by 
Britain. This suggests that there 
is the need to strengthen other 
areas. Certainly if  you are as­
sisting with the training of po­
lice you would be assisting with 
the training of the police so that 
the police would be able to do 
their work. Part o f the police 
work in Jamaica is to prevent 
v io lence . T his add itional 
amount is only just to upgrade 
w hat it has a lready  on the 
ground.

Jam aica  has recen tly  
been rated alongside M alta  
and Morocco as having effi­
cient health care services over 
and above countries like U.S., 
U.K. and Canada. What are 
the facts behind this?

Are you sure o f the source 
of information?

I  am sure o f  my source.
If  you tell me now that you 

are sure o f  your source, it 
makes me feel very good that

/ ' c

more ligh t on this arrange­
ment?

Yes we have a parliamen­
tary dem ocracy w ith Queen 
Elizabeth o f Britain as the titu­
lar head o f state, which means 
that she has no executive pow­
ers. She has only ceremonial 
pow ers, and du ties. Mr. 
Patterson is the head o f govern­
ment because in a parliamen­
tary democracy, the head of state 
is always different from the 
head o f  governm ent. In the 
presidential system o f govern­
ment he is one and the same 
person. It may seem usual to­
day, but we started off much 
like Nigeria. You started with a 
parliamentary system with the 
Q ueen as cerem onial head, 
though Nigeria had a governor- 
general. But there are a few re­
maining countries like Jamaica, 
Barbados, Australia, Canada, 
N ew  Z ealand , and perhaps 
there are even more than these 
that have opted to be republics. 
The concept ‘R epublic’ means 
they are still attached to the 
commonwealth but their head of 
state is som eone from your 
country like what obtains in 
Trinidad and Tobago and Do­
minican India, which was the 
first to have done this. So, the 
Anglophone African countries 
mostly operate the presidential 
system.

We are still with it. It is a 
monarchical system in the sense 
that the Queen of Britain is the 
titular head. We have a gover­
nor-general who represents the 
Queen. His function is not ex­
ecutive either. His functions are 
merely cerem onial. This has 
been so in Jamaica since 1962 
and we became independent in 
1962. We have had discussions 
coming up as to whether the sys­
tem should be reformed. The 
system is still with us, and ob-

Mr. Carl Marshall

before Jam aica. We studied 
your 1960 constitution when we 
were developing our 1962 con­
stitution. So we have always 
had close a relationship with 
Nigeria. Perhaps it is a coinci­
dence and perhaps not. We 
started in Africa with our resi­
dent mission, which began in 
Ethiopia. Because o f financial 
constraints the Ethiopian mis­
sion was closed.

The decision to re-Apen our 
resident mission in Africa as 
soon as possible there after, was 
motivated by our conscious un­
derstanding o f our cultural af­
finity, and historical ties. It was 
imbued by our strong desire to 
reconnect with our motherland 
and the need to strengthen sup­
port for our mutual, social and

So we are having that problem in Jamaica 
where violence and criminal activities have 
reached a height. From the reports o f  the 
constituted authority, the police, are say­
ing that thejse conflicts may have been trig­
gered by such persons. So in my view it is 
not politically motivated. It has a strong 
criminal background to it.

we are so efficient. Jamaica’s 
Primary healthcare system has 
been effective and I think it is 
as a result o f the kind of effort 
that we put into primary health 
care, that Jamaica’s health care 
is so highly rated today. We 
have had primary health care at 
the community level. I think the 
effectiveness o f this system is 
what has underpinned the effi­
ciency o f  the primary health 
care services.

Your country operates a 
constitutional parliam entary 
Democracy with Queen Eliza­
beth II  as the C hief o f  State 
an d  P rim e M in ister, Mr. 
Percival Patterson as the Head 
o f  Government. Can you shed

viously a national decision has 
not taken place as to whether 
that should be changed.

What is your assessment o f  
your country’s relations with 
Nigeria?

We have had a very long, 
profound, and cordial relation­
ship with Nigeria. In fact there 
are many Jamaicans who be­
lieve that their ancestors are 
from Nigeria. Certainly most 
black people in the West would 
be able to trace their ancestry 
to some countries in the coast 
o f Africa, and Nigeria is in­
cluded within this group. We 
don’t know w hether we are 
Yoruba or Ibo or Hausa. Nigeria 
became independent two years

economic growth. In addition, 
Jamaica is the largest English 
speaking independent country 
outside o f Africa. We see our re­
connection with Africa as one 
of great importance.

The decision as to where to 
establish such a mission bore in 
mind, to a large extent, ques­
tions o f reciprocity, depth and 
breath o f existing country-to- 
country relationship and geo­
graphical location vis-a-vis ac­
cess to other accredited coun­
tries.

In this regard there was no 
hesitation in deciding on N i­
geria. So the only resident mis­
sion we have in Africa is in Ni­

geria. We now service all tl 
other countries from Nigeri 
That means the headquarters 
in Nigeria. But soon we expe 
to establish another reside 
mission to service the countri 
o f Eastern and Southern Afric 
the decision as to where w 
similarly be determined.

The bilateral relation is c 
tensive and it has met wi 
some success. We have a tec 
nical aid programme and ma: 
nurses from Nigeria go to J 
maica, and others in the mei 
cal field go to Jamaica based 
an arrangement between the J 
maican and the Nigerian gc 
emment.

In terms of trade, we b 
oil from Nigeria and we a 
looking at other aspects o f c 
velopment. But I should tell y 
the first bilateral oil arranj 
ment between Nigeria and J 
maica started under the Pre 
dent, Chief Olusegun Obasar 
(in 1979). We are enhanci 
th is re la tio n sh ip  under t 
presidency again.

But the relationship is de 
and strong on the side o f t 
leadership o f both countries, 
is very strong in G77 and G 
and all the smaller committt 
seem to have Nigeria and . 
maica. At the U.N we supp 
each other, and all the other 
ternational bodies. There ; 
several Jamaicans here in I 
geria. We have many Jamaic 
women who are married in 1 
geria. We allow dual citize 
ship, so that offspring of th( 
people will be Jamaican. 1 
treat women in Jamaica w 
equality. When I said there 
equality o f sexes earlier, 1 v 
very serious because the spoi 
o f a Jam aican female has 
many rights in Jamaica as 
spouse of a Jamaican male. 1 
child o f a Jamaican female 1 
equal rights as the child o 
Jamaican male. So we treat bi 
sexes equally and you see t 
doesn’t happen in many coi 
tries.
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I n h is  bo o k  “ S a ’adu  
Zungur -A n  A nthology 
o f  the social and political 

writings o f  a Nigerian Nation­
alist,” Professor A.M. Yakubu 
o f  th e  N ig e r ia n  D efe n c e  
A cad em y , K ad u n a , S ays: 
“S a’adu Zungur is one o f  the 
unsung heroes o f  N igeria’s 
anti-colonial struggle. A per­
sp icac ious m ind, effu lgen t 
p o e t ,  v is io n a ry , e ru d ite  
scholar, radical politician and 
N ationalist...” .

Bom on 24 November 1914 
in Bauchi, the young Sa’adu 
started his early prim ary edu­
cation at the age o f  s!’> at the 
B auchi p rov inc ia l p rim ary  
school. H e en ro lled  at the 
Bauchi Elementary school and 
from  there he successfu lly  
passed the entrance exam ina­
tion into the K atsina H igher 
College, the highest institu­
tion o f  learning in N orthern 
N igeria at that tim e. Sa’adu 
spent only a year as a science 
pupil teacher in K atsina and 
w as transferred to the newly 
established Yaba H igher Col­
lege in Lagos, a formidable In­
stitution o f  learning in colo­
nial Nigeria. When Sa’adu left 
Katsina for Yaba in 1934, he 
became the first Northerner to 
be sponsored by the colonial 
a d m in is tra tio n  fo r  s tud ies  
outside the region. However, 
w hen S a’adu cam e hom e for 
the holidays, he refused to  re­
turn to Lagos.

In 1935, he again enrolled 
at the K ano school o f  H y­
giene and was in 1939 trans­
ferred to the Zaria School o f  
pharmacy.

In Zaria, S a ’adu started 
w hat could be described as 
his political career by found­
ing th e  fo llow ing  asso c ia ­
tions: H ausa Youths keep fit 
class, Northern Nigeria Youth 
movement and northern prov­
inces General Im provem ent 
Union. In the book “Sa’adu 
Zungur,” professor M ahmud 
observed that the latter union 
soon becam e under suspicion 
by the colonial adm inistra­
tion. This was m ade so be­
cause accord ing  to  the au­
thor, the late M alam Aminu 
Kano (a disciple o f  Sa’adu) 
w as quoted as saying that the 
activities o f  the union tran­
scended the elitist need for a 
fo rum  to so c ia lise  am ong 
th e m se lv es ... Its m eetings 
often turned into debates on 
the nature o f  the NA System 
and its conditions o f  service. 
Taboo subjects such as gen­
der equality, etc were freely 
d iscussed at such m eetings 
S a ’adu  op ined  th a t un less 
wom en received m odem  edu­
cation to enable them partake 
in governm ent service, the 
North w ould one day suffer 
severe indignity within N ige­
ria.

N o  w o n d er, B a rr is te r  
Haruna Yakubu, the Executive 
S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  n ew ly  -

Remembering the legacy of late Sa ’adu Zungur
By D anlam i B aban  Takko

form ed Sa’adu Zungur foun­
dation described the late na­
tionalist as, “the only single 
individual w ho struggled very 
hard to enlighten the people 
especially in the area o f  edu­
cation.” O utlining the objec­
tive o f  the foundation, the ex­
ecu tiv e  sec re ta ry  sa id  it is 
aim ed at uplifting the educa­
tional, econom ic and social 
status o f  the youths in p a r­
ticular and to ensure the gen­
eral developm ent o f  the citi­
zenry. In general however, Bar­
rister Haruna Yakubu like Pro­
fessor M ahm ud is o f  the opin­
ion that the late Sa’adu Zungur 
still rem ain unsung and there­
fore the foundation  w ill do 
everything possible to project 
h is  leg ac ies  so th a t “those  
w ho do not know  him  will 
know  him  and for others to 
emulate him.”

In “The m em ory o f  Sa’adu 
Z ungur” a translation  o f  an 
o b itu a ry  b y  A m in u  K ano  
“ T u n a w a  d a  M . S a ’adu  
Z u n g u r” , P ro fe s s o r
M ahm m ud qu o ted  the late 
M alam as saying o f  Sa’adu,: 
“ ..M alam Sa’adu is one o f  five 
people who have instilled poli­
tics in m y mind. I do not think 
that in m y long association 
w ith  p e o p le , I h av e  com e 
across som eone m ore intelli­
gen t than  M alam  S a ’adu. I 
have never m et som eone who 
is never tired o f  writing. N or 
have I ever m et som eone with 
a m ore passionate distaste o f  
the current state o f  this n a ­
tion.”

In d e e d  to  p ro v e  w h a t 
M alam  A m inu  had said  o f  
Sa’adu, the late Islamic Scholar 
Sheikh A bubakar M ahm ud 
Gumi said in his book “where I 
stand” : “Extrem ely intelligent 
an d  o u tsp o k e n , S a ’adu  
Z un g u r w as the son o f  the 
Im am  o f  Bauchi. ...Perhaps 
because o f  his childhood ex­
periences close to the Royal 
Palace, S a’adu Z ungur w as 
u n re m itt in g  in  h is  a t ta c k  
against the corruption o f  the 
traditional rulers. The emirs, in 

•particular, had been the sub­
ject o f  many o f  his poems pub­
lished in the Newspapers. Fur­
therm ore, he had links w ith 
N nam di A zik iw e and other 
m ore prom inent politicians in 
Lagos, at the tim e when one 
w as im m ediately  dism issed 
from government service if  one 
w as caught reading the West 
African Pilot, the newspaper 
w hich Azikiwe edited.”

In an article titled: “Lead­
ership in Nigeria: Taking ad­
van tage o f  H onest F ru stra ­
tion,” which he sent and was 
published in N igeria Review 
on 24 November 1945, M alam 
S a’adu castigated the “stupid

old form o f  colonial adminis­
tration” and the large num ­
ber o f  unenlightened Natu-

to the newspaper, Dr. Nnamdi 
Azikiwe m ade him  the corre­
spondent o f  the West African

Late Sa ’ad Zungur

ra l R u lers  an d  C h ie fs  in 
Northern N igeria.” As a re­
sult o f  his various contribu­
tions in the form  o f  articles

Pilot fo r the three N orth  -  
E a s te rn  P ro v in c e s  o f  
Adamawa, Bauchi and Bomo. 
That was in 1946. Professor

M ahm ud described S a’adu’s 
brand o f  journalism  as going 
beyond the ordinary. He says: 
“He was interested in inves­
tigative reporting couched in 
journalistic scoops. His fea­
tu re s  an d  re p o r ts  w ere  
characterised by their inci­
siveness, depth o f  investiga­
tion , preview , thought and 
topicality. He was determined, 
in the context o f  colonial ex­
perience o f  the Northern part 
o f  N igeria, to expose ind i­
vidual governm ental intem ­
perance on matters affecting 
in d iv id u a l  an d  co m m o n  
good.”

In 1945,-Malam S a’adu 
Z ungur w as appo in ted  the 
N ational Secretary o f  the N a­
tional Council o f  N igeria and 
the Cam erouns (NCNC) led 
by Dr. N nam di Azikiwe. In 
1950 S a’adu left NCNC and 
returned to the North where 
he actively participated in the 
fo rm ation  o f  the N orthern  
people’s congress (NPC) ini­
tia te d  and founded  by Dr.

Dikko, Tiyaje, Malam Yahaya 
Gusau and the late Abubakar 
Imam. When the Northern El 

" e m e n ts ’ P rogressive U nion 
(N EPU ) em erged  in 1950, 
however, S a’adu abandoned 
the N PC  and jo ined  it. A c­
cording to Sa’adu, part o f  the 
reasons why he jo ined  NEPU  
was: “I jo ined the crusade for 
Sawaba w ilfully because it is 
obligatory for a people who 
are oppressed and repressed 
to wage a war for s e lf -  libera­
tion.”

True to his words Sa’adu 
fought hard and w as unre- 
lentipg in the effort towards 
freeing his people (Northern­
ers) from the shackles o f  ig­
n o ra n c e  an d  su p e rs t i t io n  
am ong  o th e rs . A s a poet, 
S a’adu em ployed his literary 
skills In this regard, he wrote 
h is fam ous poem s ‘W akar 
B id ia’ (against innovation) 
and A rew a, Jam huriya Ko 
M ulukiya? (The North:)

Behind the sacking o f NAMA Boss
T he sa c k in g  o f  the  

M anaging  D irector 
o f  Nigerian Airspace 

m a n a g e m e n t A g e n c y  
(N A M A ), A lhaji Ib rah im  
Auyo recently by the m inis­
ter o f  Aviation has contin­
ued to generate ripples in the 
Aviation Industry. However, 
watchers view  the decision 
o f  the m inister as unjustifi­
able.

A lthough, the m in ister 
d id  n o t g iv e  an y  re a so n  
w hatsoever for sacking the 
N AM A boss, analysts pos­
ited that A lhaji A uyo was 
being made to pay for his role 
in the controversy surround­
ing the earlier sack o f  C hief 
R o c h as  O k o ro c h a , th e  
form er Chairm an o f  NAM A 
board  o f  d irec to rs  by  the 
minister.

O korocha was removed 
fo r allegedly  in flating  the 
cost o f  the contract award for 
the purchase o f  radar equip­
ment for the nation’s airports.

U p o n  h is  rem o v a l 
O korocha had contested this 
allegation vigorously, taking 
his case as far as the N a­
tional Assem bly to redeem  
his name.

Okorocha was later ab­
solved and acquitted by the 
H ouse o f  R epresen ta tives 
c o m m itte e  on  A v ia tio n  
w hich investigated  the a l­
leged scam, and m aintained 
during  the p robe tha t the 
c o n tra c t in  q u e s tio n  had  
been awarded before his ap­
pointm ent. As such, there 
w as no w ay he could have 
inflated it.

From Shakirat AbdulmajeedJ
in Lagos

O korocha’s claim was up­
held by Alhaji Auyo. Thus, 
contradicting the m in iste r’s 
position that O korocha was 
liable.

The contention  by ana­
lysts th a t A uyo m ay have 
been victim ised is probably 
inform ed by the fact that the 
m inister w as not know n to 
have issued any query w hat­
soever to  the N A M A  boss 
fo r any offence before his 
sack.

There is a general confu­
sion in the aviation industry 
that A lhaji Auyo, apart from 
doing his job  very well, was 
the m ost honest and, trans­
parent o f  all the C hief execu­
tives o f  governm ent’s major 
parastatals in the aviation in­
dustry.

T h e  sa c k in g  o f  th e  
N A M A  boss has portrayed 
the N igerian aviation indus­
try as unserious based on the 
fact that the aviation indus­
try  is ju s t trying to pick up 
a f te r  a long  p e rio d  o f  its 
bastardisation which led to its 
being blacklisted by the inter- 
n a t io n a l c iv il A v ia tio n  
organisation (ICAO).

A nalysts viewed the ac­
tion  o f  the m in ister as u n ­
called  for argu ing  tha t the 
nation’s aviation industry has 
long been yearning for pro­
fessionals in various fields, to 
w h ich  the  sack ed  N A M A  
boss belonged.

On the. rum oured allega­
tion that A lhaji Auyo was too

slow to m anage a parastatal 
like N A M A, Industry w atch­
ers faulted this allegation as 
unjustifiable.

“W hen you  look at the 
little tim e N A M A  was set up 
and headed by Alhaji Auyo, 
the m an has achieved a lot 
particu larly  in the area o f  
navigational equipm ent.”

K em a C hikw e M in iste r  o f  
Aviation

This can be attested to by 
the recent visit o f  the repre­
sentatives o f  the Federal Avia­
tion  A dm in is tra tion  o f  the 
U nited States (FAA) w ho in­
spected the nation’s naviga­
tional aids and enquired about 
areas to assist Nigeria.

The creation o f  N AM A in 
January  2000 has no doubt 
brought N igeria is aviation 
back into the lim elight. This 
according to industry w atch­
ers w as last week disrupted 
by  the step taken by the m in­
ister to dism iss the pioneer

M anaging D irector who was 
behind the dreams.

A n a ly s ts  a rg u e d  th a t 
Auyo who has been in the bad 
books o f  the m inister since 
the tim e he testified, was re­
cently given a one w eek u lti­
m atum  by the m inister to re­
pair the radar at A buja inter­
national airport, knowing fully 
well that such a project can 
never be achieved under one 
week.

Analysts how ever urged 
the minister to realise that the 
nation’s aviation industry “ is 
not a bread and butter affair’ 
and as such should  not be 
used to  settle any political 
score again.

How ever, the ripples in 
the nation’s aviation industry 
may no yet be over as the m in­
is te r  has a d v e rtise d  som e 
posts o f  directors o f  Federal 
A irports Aviation o f  N igeria 
(FAAN).

T hose  th a t m ay be a f ­
fected included the Post o f  
D irector o f  A dm inistra tion  
and Finance (DAF) which is 
c u r re n tly  h e ld  by  A lh a ji 
Ahmed Shuaibu, the minister 
has advertised for the posi­
tion o f  director o f  A dm inis­
tration.

Others include the D irec­
tor o f  Com m ercial Services, 
A irp o rts  M anager and the 
Post o f  director o f  Engineer­
ing. The Director o f  Engineer­
ing (FAAN) was sent on com- 
p u ls o ry  re t i re m e n t th re e  
months ago for dereliction o f  
duty during the inferno that 
gutted the local term inal on 
M ay 2000.



Jigawa to spend 
N40m on monuments
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T he new  M inistry for 
R e g i o n a l  
D e v e lo p m e n t in  

Jigaw a State has concluded 
plans to spend N 40 million 
on m onum ents, parks, city 
gates and parade ground in 
Dutse, the state capital.

Speaking to som e m edia 
correspondents in his office, 
the state Com m issioner for 
R e g io n a l D e v e lo p m e n t, 
A lh a ji Ib ra h im  B aba  
Chaich&i, sa id  a  b efittin g  
look would be bestow ed on 
Duts^, before the end o f  this 
year.

He said the m onum ents 
would be 25 metres tall while 
s a te llite  d ish es a re  to  be 
m ounted on their tops with 
TV, FM  stations and com er 
shops beneath them.

The com m issioner said 
his m inistry w as poised to 
give all the m ain towns in the 
state, especially in the five 
em irates, the befitting look 
th e y  d eserv ed  b e fo re  the 
ex p ira tio n  o f  the  p re se n t 
adm inistration’s tenure

I From Balam Muhammad Nasir,
   in Dutse 1

“It is part o f  our plans to 
build city gates at the m ain 
roads leading into the state 
capital,” he said, adding that 
the m inistry has earm arked 
N200 m illion for the project 

It is also part o f  the plan, 
he said, to build two m ighty 
roundabouts in the capital 
city, w h ile  the road  from  
Larabar-Tambari to Dutse as 
well as the by-pass, would be 
dualised.

Tow nship roads in all 
the five em irates are to be 
c o n s tru c te d , w h ile
rehabilitation o f  street lights 
will also be carried out at the 
cost o f  N 150 million.

Alhaji Chaichai stressed 
that in o rder to  m ain ta in  
ih e s e  s tru c tu re s , th e  
m in is try  h a d  a lre a d y  
em ployed 120 perm anent 
s ta f f  w h ile  tw o  re fu se  
disposal vehicles have been 
purchased to com plem ent 
their duties.

a a m im s iia u u i i  a im u iv .  q ov Turaki Samuni ____________    — ---------------------------------->»
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imported products

FG to pure
T

ig e r ia n  U n io n  o f  
Local G overnm ent 
E m p l o y e e s  

(N U L G E ), la s t w e e k e n d  
re je c te d  the  p ro p o sed  16 
p e rc en t share  to  the  local 
g o v e rn m e n t fro m  the  
fe d e ra tio n  a c c o u n t
re c o m m e n d e d  by  . the  
R e v e n u e  M o b il is a t io n  
A llo c a tio n  an d  F isc a l 
Commission, arguing that it is 
a g a in s t g ra s s ro o ts
development.

N U L G E ’s position  w as 
d is c lo s e d  by  th e  b o d y ’s 
national president, Dr. Deji 
A kinw alere, who noted that 
the proposed revenue sharing

NULGE rejects new 
revenue formula

From Yinka Oladoyinbo, in
Ibadan

form ula still m aintained the 
status quo as it reta ined  a 
large share o f  revenue to the 
Federal Governm ent to the 
detrim ent o f  the states and 
loca l g o v ern m en ts  in  the 
country.

Dr. A kinw alere further 
s tre s se d  th a t  th e  lo ca l 
g o v e rn m e n t w o rk e rs  
o p p o se d  th e  p ro p o se d  
fo rm u la  b e c a u s e  th e  16

percent grant allocated to the 
councils was an increase o f 
on ly  one percen t over the 
period o f  10 years.

“Our im m ediate reaction 
is to reject the proposal and 
to  call on all N igerians to 
reject it in the sense that most 
o f  the  re so u rce s  are  s till 
concenrated at the centre, the 
federa l and the  s ta te ,” he 
added.

H e ex p ressed  su rp rise

lase excess farm produce
he F e d e ra l
G o v e rn m e n t has 
concluded plans to  

p u rc h a se  e x c ess  fa rm  
p ro d u ce  from  farm ers in 
order to control the prices o f  
agricultural products in the 
country.

T h e  M in is te r  o f 
Inform ation  and N ational 
O rie n ta tio n , P ro f. Je rry

G ana, w ho announced  the 
plans in Jalingo at a public 
forum, said that the measure 
w as aim ed at elim inating the 
activities o f  m iddlem en and 
produce sellers’ associations.

Gana said that the Federal 
G overnm ent had iden tified  
the country’s farm ers as its 
last resort and assured that 
they w ould get real value for

T he National Ccouncil 
o f  M u s lim  Y outh  
O r g a n i s a t i o n s  

(NACOM YO) has expressed 
its w o rry  o v er the recen t 
d e c is io n  b y  th e  F e d e ra l 
Executive Council to ban the 
use o f  imported second-hand 
p roducts such  as veh ic les 
and clothing.

In  a press release signed 
by  N A C O M Y O  n a tio n a l 
p re s id e n t,  Ish a q  K u n le  
Sanni, the council described. 
The decision as anti-masses, 
a d d in g  th a t sp e c u la tio n s  
w ere  th a t im port du ty  on 
used vehicles was increased.

“The present decison to 
ban tokunbo vehicles w hich 
w as  a n n o u n c e d  by  th e  
transport m inister, Mr. Ojo 
M a d u ek w e  w as  ra th e r  a 
testimony to the insensitivity 
o f  the present governm ent to 
the suffering o f  the N igerian 
m asses,” N A COM YO said.

“Is the governm ent not 
aware o f  the low purchasing

By Yakubu Ozohu-Suleiman

p o w e r o f  th e  te e m in g  
population o f  Nigerians? Are 
they not aware o f  the fact that 
for any average N igerian to 
even buy tokunbo vehicle, he 
has to save for m onths or 
years?” the council asked.

The council also noted  
the 500 percent increase in

NITEL tariff, describing it 
as a n o th e r  a n ti-m a ss e s  
posture o f  the government.

The council observed  
that this w as contrary to the 
earlie r. p ro m ise  b y  the  
governm ent to increase the 
n u m b e r  o f  u se rs  o f  
telephone services in order 
to boost the econom y and 
discourage the movement of 
people through travelling, 
adding that such increase in

tariff has adversely affected 
the su b sc rib in g  pow ers  o f  
N ITEL custom ers and led to 
the tossing o f  m any lines.

W hile also frowning at the 
m o v e s  b y  th e  F e d e ra l 
G o v e rn m e n t to  in c re a se  
NEPA bills by next year, the 
council urged the government 
not only to rescind its decision 
to ban second hand tokunbo 
vehicles but to also reduce the 
im port duty charged on them.

m e ^  — -----o ---------- ------- -------------- ------------- -------

High studen ts’ population
1 num ber o f  students inherited

h  I a m e d  O H  0 X T 3  c i n s  l O l l  by his council and new rector
—  l .    A -   —   -— 1 w as  b e lo w  2 ,0 0 0 , fo r  an

1
he ch a irm an  o f  the 
governing council o f  
th e  F e d e ra l

Polytechnic, Idah, Prof. Olu 
Agbi, has attributed students’ 
population  increase in  the 
polytechnic to the council’s 
approval o f  the new  School 
o f  Environm ental Studies as 
well as other five academic 
programmes.

Prof. Olu Agbi stated this 
in  L o k o ja  la s t  w e e k e n d  
during  a co u rte sy  ca ll on

From Mamman Akpea, in
Lokoja

G overnor A bubakar A udu 
o f  Kogi State.

A c c o rd in g  to  the  
chairman, on assumption o f  
office last year, his council 
met a new  rector who was 
dynam ic, and com m itted to 
the growth o f  the institution 
that has suffered serious set­
back in the past and was set 
to revert the ugly trend.

H e re v e a le d  th a t the
waic U l  U 1 C  1 U W  n u i v m w m f i  --------         9 .

Displaced persons threaten hunger strike
 , .. 1 _ r   o n n v p r n m f ir i t  ha\

bout 80,000 people

A  to e in g  re fu g e  in  
Daudu and Ukpiam 
ca m p s in  G u m a L o ca l 

G overnm ent A rea o f Benue 
State have threatened to go 
on  h u n g e r  s tr ik e  i f  th e  
com m ittee m em bers do not 
s to p  d iv e r t in g  r e l i e f
m aterials m eant for them.

T he c h a irm a n  o f  th e  
refugees at Daudu camp, Mr. 
Z aa y em  G o ja , w h ile
sp e a k in g  to  D aily  Trust 
e x p re sse d  h is
d isa p p o in tm e n t o v e r  th e  
attitude o f  some com mittee 
m em bers w ho capitalised on 
the condition o f  the victim s 
to m ake quick m oney from

th e  sa le s  o f  th e  r e l i e f  
m aterials to outsiders.

Mr. G oja condem ned the 
a c tio n  o f  th e  c o m m itte e  
m em bers w ho due to their 
selfish interest, have killed 
th e  m o ra le  o f  n o n ­
governm ental organisations 
that are ready to assist the 
victims.

A ccording to him , “ five 
to seven persons die daily 
due to  to ta l  a b se n c e  o f  
m edical attention at Daudu 
and U kpriam  camps, despite 
the claim  by the governm ent 
to  have enough drugs in the 
state.”

He said some m em bers 
o f  the com m ittee set up by

th e  g o v e rn m e n t h av e  
in d u lg e d  in  d e l ib e ra te  
a t te m p ts  to  d en y  th e  
refugees o f  food supply to 
the camps.

D aily  Trust g a th e re d  
that some blankets and mats 
donated  to  refugees w ere 
e i th e r  fo u n d  in  p r iv a te  
houses or open market.

W h en  c o n ta c te d , the  
S ta te  C o m m iss io n e r  fo r 
Agriculture, who is also the 
Secretary o f  the committee, 
M rs. E liz ab e th  S h iluw a, 
denied the allegations but, 
however, urged the refugees 
to  re p o r t w h o e v e r  w as 
involved in  the suspected 
diversion to the police.

institution where large sum o f 
funds were being com m itted 
fo r  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  
m iddle level m an-power, so 
the need for change becam e 
necessary.

Prof. Agbi told G overnor 
A udu tha t bare ly  one year 
after the approval, students’ 
in ta k e  now  s to o d  at o v er 
6,000

T h e c h a irm a n  e q u a lly  
revealed that a m ulti-purpose 
w orkshop  com plex  fo r the 
s c h o o l o f  e n v iro n m e n ta l 
studies has been com pleted 
to g e th e r  w ith  a le c tu re  
threatre for 500 students.

Prof. O lu Agbi added that 
construction o f  two large halls 
to take care o f  the growing 
s tu d e n ts ’ p o p u la tio n  
construction o f  staff com plex 
as w ell as construction o f  a 
second  gate th rough  d irect 
involvem ent o f  the s ta ff  as 
consultants w ere been carried 
out.

H e sa id  the  in s titu tio n  
w o u ld  be 25 y e a rs  by  
February next year and plans 
are in the pipeline to celebrate 
th e  s i lv e r  ju b i le e  d u r in g  
w h ic h  th e  in s t i tu t io n ’s 
f e llo w sh ip  w o u ld  be 
conferred on Prince Abubakar 
A u d u  an d  o th e r  e m in e n t 
N igerians

their labour.
H e c o n d e m n e d  th e  

u n p a tr io tic  a c tiv i t ie s  o f  
various food and commodity 
se lle rs  across the  n a tion , 
p o in tin g  o u t th a t  such  
associations w ere capable o f  
bringing a government down 
th ro u g h  th e ir  n e fa r io u s  

activities.
A ccord ing  to  h im , the 

F e d e ra l G o v e rn m e n t has  
d ire c te d  th e  im m e d ia te  
e s ta b l is h m e n t o f  th re e  
c o m m o d ity  m a rk e tin g  
com pan ies in  p a rtn e rsh ip  
w ith genuine farm ers as a 
first step tow ards protecting 
fa rm e rs  f ro m  the  
m iddlemen.

S im ilarly , governm en t { 
has recapitalised the NACB i 
w ith N50 billion to empower 
farm ers to  p roduce m ore, 
having viewed the activities 
o f  c o m m e rc ia l b a n k s  as 
co u n te r p ro d u ctiv e  to  the 
econom y because o f  h igh  
interest rates on their credit 
facilities.

The m in is te r therefo re  
appealed to farm ers to take 
advantage o f  the policy by 
in v e s tin g  m a s s iv e ly  in  
agriculture rather thah using 
su c h  fu n d s  fo r  o th e r  
purposes.

A lso  s p e a k in g  a t th e  
forum , Gov. Jo lly  N yam e, 
e n u m e ra te d  h is
a c h ie v e m e n ts  w h ich
included the implementation 
o f  the new  enhanced salary 
package to civil servants and 
political office holders.

President Obasanjo

Engr. Tukur
that now that the trend the 
w o rld  o v e r  w as th e  
decen tra lisa tion  o f  pow er, 
anyone abreast with m odem  
developm ent strategy w ould 
n o t re c o m m e n d  su c h  a 
percentage, w hich he term  as 
ridiculous and unacceptable.

“We are rejecting it and 
calling on the president and 
the N atio n al A ssem bly  to  
reject it and they should as a 
m atter o f  fact review  it in 
fa v o u r  o f  th e  th ird  t ie r  
governm ents because m ost 
o f  the problem s and political 
tu rm o ils  in  A fr ic a  s ta r t  

j n o rm a lly  as a r e s u l t  o f  
[ concentra tion  o f  resources 
and pow er at the centre,” he 
said.

He, however, proposed a 
revenue sharing form ula o f  
30 percent for councils, 40 
percent for the states and 30 
p e rc e n t fo r  th e  F e d e ra l 
Government, adding that this 
w o u ld  e n a b le  th e  lo c a l 
g o v e rn m e n ts  s e ttle  th e  
p rim a ry  sc h o o l te a c h e rs ’ 
salaries w ith ease since the 
sa lary  w as been  deducted  
from  the allocation.

“N o b o d y  sh o u ld  b e  
d e c e iv e d  th a t fe d e ra l 
government have 41 percent, 
th e re  a re  c e r ta in  sp e c ia l 
fu n d s , b y  th e  tim e  y o u  
calculate the special funds, 
the Federal G overnm ent is 
h av in g  53 p e rc en t o f  the 

| s ta tu to ry  a l lo c a tio n ” Dr. 
Akinwalere added.

He therefore opined that 
fo r b e tte r  developm en t to 
take place at the grassroots, 
enough fund should be made 
available from  the federation 
account, “this will enable the 
people at the grassroots to 
have sense o f  belonging,” he
concluded.
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On the occassion of the Official Commissioning of the 
New Nigeria Police Headquarters, Abuja

Alhaji Muhammadu Dan-Madami Sa’in Katagum Chief Steven Akiga, Hon. Minister o f Police Affairs

The Chairman of the Board of Inland Bank (Nig) Pic

DIG Muhammadu Dan-Madami (Rtd) mni, (Sa ’in Katagum)

DIG Archibong Nkana (Rtd) - Director

on behalf of themselves, other members of the Board, 
Management and Staff of Inland Bank (Nig) He wish to congratulate

The Honourable Minister of Police Affairs

Chief S. Akisa

The Inspector-General of Police,

Mr Musiliu Smith
on the occasion o f  the official com m issioning o f  the 

New Ultra Modern Headquarters Building, Abuja

(LOUIS EDET HOUSE)



s M S I P P  P O U T I C S
House faces N900m fine 

over bribery scandal
. , .--------- t . mT-------------------------1 to  th e  p re s id e n c y  pa

A t

::

T h e  c o n tro v e rs ia l  
bribery allegation that 
rocked the House o f  

Representatives m id last year 
may have been laid to rest as 
the House is faced w ith N900 
m illion fine should it decides 
to re-open investigation into 
the matter.

Speaking w ith newsm en 
at the  a s sem b ly  p rem ises  
recently, the chairm an House 
o f  Representative Committee 
on A nti-corruption N ational 
E th ic s  an d  V alu es , H on . 
A dam s Ja g a b a , d isc lo se d  
th a t  c o u r t in ju n c tio n s  
r e s tr ic t in g  th e  L o w e r 
Cham ber from investigating 
the m atter have already been 
served on the House.

Pledging his com m ittee’s 
c o m m itm e n t to  f ig h t 
m isappropriation  o f  public  
funds, H on. Ja g ab a  u rg ed  
N igerians to report (petition) 
an y  a c ts  o f  b r ib e ry  to

Gemade

| By Ahmed Tahir |

a p p ro p r ia te  a u th o r i ty  as 
failure to do so is an offence.

In fact section 23 o f  the 
A ct has em pow ered  every  
N igerians to  be a positive  
p r iv a te  in v e s t ig a to r  an d  
failure to  report bribery  or 
gratification is an offence, 
he said.

W hile, prom ising that his 
committee woujdrecom m end

to the p residency  patrio tic  
N igerians w ho report acts o f  
bribery  or gratification  for 
n a t io n a l  a w a rd s . H on. 
Ja g ab a , h o w ev er, ad v ised  
that such petition has to be 
substantiated noting that it 
is an offence under Section 
25 o f  the A ct to m ake false 
s ta te m e n ts  th a t  te n d  to  
mislead.”

A ll n o m in e e s  fo r  any  
national award he suggested, 
sh o u ld  be c le a re d  by  the 
Independent Corrupt Practice 
and other Related Offences 
Commission.

bill that would make 
it c o m p u lso ry  fo r

   J o c a l  g o v e rn m e n t
council chairm en in Rivers 
S tate seeking re-election to 
v a c a te  th e ir  p o s ts  th re e  
m onths before the election 
w as at the w eekend signed 
into law  by G overnor Peter 
Odili.

T h e  A ct t i t le d  “ L o ca l 
government am endment bill 
w as am ong six o ther b ills  
signed into lay by the Rivers 
State governor.

Odili told newsm en that, 
th e  lo c a l g o v e rn m e n t 
amendment bill would among 
o th e r  th in g s  re g u la te  the  
activities o f  council chairmen

O d i l i  s i g n s  L G ,  
- f i v e  o t h e r  b i l l s
 “  the governor were the stateFrom W isdom -Uduak  

Patrick, in Port Harcourt health and allied m atters law, 
m eant to check the activities 
o f  m u sh ro o m  c lin ic s  and 
m aternal issues.

w ,_. m
• 4?'

the All Peoples Party 
,  (A P P ), G eo rg e  

M o g h a lu , h a s  u rg e d  th e  
National Assem bly to look at 
the param eters used by  the 
R e v e n u e  M o b ilis a t io n , 
A llo c a tio n  an d  F isc a l

A lh a ji  H am m an  T u k u r, w h y  the com m ission came
proposed 41.3 per cent for the out w ith the proposal and the
federal governm ent, 31 per assem bly should look at the

  tips Kure
for second term

ational chairman of
th e  P e o p le s
D e m o c ra tic  P a r ty  

_ _  _>) C h ie f  B a rn a b a s  
em ade, has advised those 
id d in g  to  c h a lle n g e  
ovem or Abdulkadir Kure o f  
iger S tate  to  th in k  tw ice 

before entering the race.
G e m a d e  m a d e  th e  

s ta te m en t at the  w eek en d  
during the PDP rally held at 
Bako K ontagora Stadium.

H e said  G overnor Kure 
w as a rare specim en in the 
ranks o f  PDP governors in 
v ie w  o f  h is  g la r in g  
achievements in the state and 
drew the attention o f  those at 
th e  r a l ly  to  th e  le v e l o f  
tran sfo rm atio n , w hich  has 
taken  place th roughout the 
state.

S in ce  th e  c o m in g  o f  
Kure’s administration in 1999, 
he said, m any w ater projects 
h av e  b e e n  c o m p le te d , 
hosp itals bu ilt and schools 
established.

“4 have travelled all round 
and I have seen for m yself,” 
he said.

The chairm an added that 
“th is governm ent is do ing 
well in Niger State. Those who

From Kashim Sule,
in Minna M

towant to challenge the 
governor therefore, should 
get ready.”

cent to the states and 16 per 
cent to the local governments. 

W hile the new formula for 
A llo c a tio n  a n a  n s c a i  t h e  federal governm ent was 
C om m ission  (R M A FC ) in  reviewed downward by about 
w orking out the new  revenue seven per cent, tha t o f  the 
sharing form ula am ong the states and local governm ents 
three tiers o f  government. were increased by  seven per 

T h e  new sharing formula, c e n t an d  o n e  p e r  ce n t 
w h ic h  w as  p re s e n te d  to  respectively.
P re s id e n t O lu se g u n  R e a c tin g  to  th e  n ew  
O basanjo last Thursday, by  sharing  fo rm u la , M oghalut ” Obasanjo lasi inursudy, uy

Group opposes Adesina’s re-election
V*e* a m h i t i o n  o f  I C o m c n n  O in .  I H l n n l n u n  S D S ltiC U l

Gemade

h e  a m b itio n  o f  
G o v e rn o r  L a m id i 

_  A d e s in a  to  b e  r e ­
elected for a  second term  in 
the 2003 general election may 
be under threat as a group, 
th e  A g b e le o y a  h av e  
threatened to  scuttle the re- 
election bid.

The leader o f  the group, 
C hief M ustapha Adeoye, told 
n ew sm en  th a t ra th e r  than  
support the incum bent, the 
group has decided to  back 
C hief O m ololu Olunloyo, a 
one-tim e g o verno r and  an 
asp iran t under the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP).

C h ief A deoye, w ho led 
eight other m em bers o f  the 
group to C h ie f O lunloyo  s 
h o u se , to ld  th e  fo rm e r  
g o v e rn o r  an d  h is  p a r ty  
su p p o rte rs  p re se n t at th e  
occasion that the A gbekoya 
has concluded plans to stage 
a peaceful protest on August 
29, over the insensitivity o f 
G o v e rn o r  A d e s in a ’s 
administration to the plight o f 
the com mon man.

H e e x p la in e d  th a t the  
peaceful protest was m eant to 
rem in d  G o verno r A desina  
about the strength and pow er 
o f  the Agbakoya.

S a id  he : “ G o v e rn o r
A d e s in a  in s te a d  o f  
addressing the basic needs o f  
the m asses w ho voted him  
into office is busy tam pering 
w ith the O baship structure in 
the state to suit his whim s and 
caprices.

T h e  A g b e k o y a  b o ss

From S»mson Ojo,
in Ibadan

c o n d e m n e d  G o v e rn o r  
A desina for h is  div ide and 
rule tactics in  governing the 
s ta te  an d  c o m m e n d e d  
O lun loyo  fo r the laudab le  
a c h ie v e m e n ts  re c o rd e d  
d u r in g  h is  s h o r t- l iv e d  
administration in 1983.

A ccording to him , C h ief 
Olunloyo showed a particular 
interest in the welfare o f  the 
m asses espec ia lly  w ith  his 
adm inistration’s policy.

C h ie f  O lu n lo y o , w h ile  
responding to the Agbakoya 
told the members o f  the group 
that PDP has concluded all 
plans to takeover the south­
west.

param etres used in w orking 
o u t th e  fo rm u la  to  e i th e r  
in c re a se  o r d e c re a s e  th e  
percentage.”

The N ational Secretary  
said that like other Nigerians, 
m em bers o f  the A ssem bly  
w ould w ant developm ent to 
reach  th e ir  constituencies, 
adding: “ I th in k  w h atev er 
th e y  w ill  do  o n  th e  n ew  
fo rm u la , th e y  sh o u ld  
c o n s id e r  N ig e r ia  f i r s t  to  
enable every  N igerian  reap 
the dividend o f  dem ocracy.” 

M oghalu  describ ed  the 
new  sh a rin g  fo rm u la  as a 
“welcome development, and 
said: “the truth about it is that 
w h a te v e r  can  be d one  to  
m ake developm ent reach the 
grassroots will be welcomed.” 

He, however, said: “It is 
one th in g  to  in c re ase  the

percen tage and ano ther ti 
judiciously make use o f  it foi 
the benefit o f  the people.” 

“So, it is my prayer thai 
th o se  w h o  are  g iv e n  the 
responsib ility  to  spend the 
money should be ready to use 
w hatever they w ill get froir. 
the  in c re ase  to  m ake life 
m eaningful to people o f  the 
country,” he said.

Similarly, Sen. Sa’idu 
Dansadau, APP-Zamfara. has 
commended the RMAFC for 
the proposed revenue 
sharing formula, saying ttai 
more should have been given 
to the states and local
government^ because o f  thcu 
greater responsibilities.

Dansadau urged member' 
o f  the Assem bly to have tht 
interest o f  the nation at heart 
w h ile  c o n s id e r in g  th< 
p ro p o s a l,  ad d in g : 
should  trea t the issue wid 
utm ost im portance.’

= . * o n e  th in g  to  in c re a s e  m e  ___________
istration in 1983. west._____________ __________ L------------——---------- -------------- «  > » t -j t 1

A n  chairman solicits direct funding for
, elections and  fo r it to  conduct d e m o c ra c y , h e  s tr  

* W m a n  o f  A1 lance  R eacting  to  the proposed  elec tions anu  ttihairm an p f  A lliance Reacting to the proposed 
for Democracy (AD), sharing form ula, Ahmed said
A lh a ji A b d u lk a d ir  for INEC to be independent 

o f  th e  e x e c u tiv e  an d  to  
c o n d u c t f re e  an d  fa ir  
e lec tions, it m ust d raw  its 
funds from  the  fed e ra tio n  
account.

A h m ed , sa id  in  A b u ja  
M onday that INEC m ust get 
its revenue allocation direct 
from  the federation account 
for it to be autonomous.

T h e  p ro p o se d  n ew  
re v e n u e  sh a r in g  fo rm u la  
p re s e n te d  to  P re s id e n t 
Olusegun Obasapjo last week 
by the Revenue Mobilisation, 
A llo c a tio n  an d  F isc a l 
Com m ission (RM AFC) did 
n o t m ak e  an y  sp e c ia l 
p rov ision  fo r the electoral 
body.

In the proposed revenue 
sharing form ula, the federal 
governm ent w ould get 41.3 
per cent o f  federally-collected 
rev en u e , w h ile  sta te s  and  
local governm ents w ould get 
31 per cent and 16 per cent 
respectively.

The balance o f  the money 
to the derivation, ecological, 
F C T  d e v e lo p m e n t,
ag ricu ltu re , so lid  m inerals 
d e v e lo p m e n t an d  th e  
U niversal B asic E ducation  
funds.

free and fair elections, it must 
be included in the revenue 
sharing form ula ju st like the 
FCT developm ent fund, the 
e c o lo g ic a l fu n d , the  
agriculture fund and the solid 
minerals development fund.

“ W ith o u t th a t, w e are
, c nr IP

d e m o c ra c y ,” he stressed  
n o tin g  h o w ev e r, th a t th 
a l lo c a tio n  g iv e n  to  lo c i 
governments was on the hig 
side.

A h m ed  u rg e d  ih 
National Assembly to revie- 
fe d e ra l g o v e rn m e n t 
a l lo c a tio n  in  th e  sharin  
form ula downward to mal

R -The Minister o f  State for Power and Steel, the Minister o f  W“,e[  * es° “r' e*LA.

Abuja..-lust week. Pix: Kennedy_Egbono4je_
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Fear and loneliness: Great thorns in human flesh9
T t is not uncom mon to hear -------- ------------------- ., . . * I

p eo p le  ta lk  a b o u t th e  B> JosePh A iyejoto  M o reo v e r, th e  in n o c e n t is positive fear and loneliness I

j GAY ACTIVIST TIED UP IN S & M PROTEST

H ong K ong police arrested five gay rights activists for 
disorderly conduct after they staged the territory’s' 
first sado-m ado-m asochism  protest against a recent 

|ra id  on a live sex show.
A bout 10 m en and w om en, w ho ca lled  them selves: 

“Rainbow A ction,” m arched across H ong K ong’s central 
I district to a police station on Sunday, sporting leather outfits 
land  chains and mock whipping each other through the streets.
I When they arrived, a hooded dem onstrator tied another 
lin  bondage gear to the police station’s gate.
I Scuffles bspke out when officers tried to cut him free from 
Ihim  as dem onstrators tried to force their way into the station.
I The protest was sparked by a police raid on a local sex 
I shop on A ugust 12 during a sadom asochistic party. Twenty- 
I six people w ere arrested. -

The group accused police o f  applying double standards 
lin  determ ining what constitutes an indecent perform ance.
I They said police were more tolerant o f  broadcasters who show 
p ro g ram m es which they said were just as indecent.
I The five arrested were led away by police in handcuffs. 
(Police said all have been released on bail o f  $128.

WOMAN ENTERS APARTMENT 
| THROUGH HOLE, STEALS GAMES

A  Japanese w om an has been charged with entering her 
neighbour’s apartm ent through a hole that took two 
weeks to carve and stealing gam e software and video

|  tapes.
M ika Hasegawa, 28, is alleged to have used scissors to 

I patiently and inconspicuously open a hole through the 4- 
linch wall o f  her closet, covering it w ith cardboard so her 
Ineigbor w ouldn’t notice, police said Sunday.
: . She then squeezed through the 12-inch by 16-inch hole
I twice, stealing gam e software and video tapes from the man 
I who lived next door, a police spokesman in Yorii, near Tokyo 
I said.

TOWN SPURN ‘MR. POTATO 
HEAD’ GIFT

A  giant, “Mr. Potato head,” statue given by a US town 
to its tw in town in central England had to be removed 
because local people said they d idn’t like it.

Pavtucket in Rhode Island, where the “Mr. Potato head”
I character featured in the “Toy story” movies was invented, 
Jsent the seven-foot-tall plastic effigy to the town o f  Belper 
I where it was put up outside the local M cD onald’s.

But tow nsfolk  launched a cam paign dem anding that 
I tourism  officer Reg W hitworth get rid o f  it.
I “We started getting letters saying, ‘why has this horrible 
I thing appeared stuck in the m iddle o f  town? We don’t w ant it 
Jhere , W ayne Bontoft o f  local new spaper the Belper News 
Itold Reuters on Monday.

The $8,700 statue, based on the simple toy which involves 
Iticking plastic arms, feet and facial parts into a potato, but 
I now been banished to a children’s playground and will later 
jb e  put in a nearby “W ild W est” them e park.

Bob Billington, head o f  tourism  in Pawatucket, which 
jtw inted with Belper in 1993, said the reaction had upset people 
lin the N ew England town.

“ Patato heads here in Rhode Island attract quite a lot o f  
I positive attention. We though it was a rice gesture,” he told 
I B ritain’s Sun newspaper.

TOURIST ALERT AS PANTHER 
REPORTED

R esidents and holidaym akers on Sardinia are on the 
lookout for a black panther reported to be roaming the 
southeast tip o f  the Italian M editerranean island.

Three Italians on holiday near the capital Cagliari reported 
I seeing a large beast creeping through the grass as they made 
I their way toward the beach on Thursday, Sardinia’s Unione 
I Sarda new spaper reported, on its website on Saturday.

Police were called in and searched the area, about 12 miles 
least o f  Cagliari, but could find no traces. Residents and tourists 
Iw ere told to keep a watchful eye, however.

We definitely saw it, it w as no jo k e ,” the newspaper 
I quoted one witness as saying. “It moved really quickly and 
I nim bly through the bush right in front o f  us. At first we were 
jconfused, then we were scared, and then we ju st ran,” he 
I said.

It is not the first tim e black panthers, known as the beast 
Jo f  the night and generally found in Southeast Asia, have 
Ibeen spotted in Sardinia. There have been reports in the same 
l^ rea fo rth ep a s ttw o  years but none has so far been confirmed.

I t is not uncom mon to hear 
p eo p le  ta lk  a b o u t the 
inherent fear in them and 

th e  lo n e lin e ss  they  
experience. There are many 
factors and situations around 
that coujd make a man to be 
filled w ith intense fear and 
consequently, the period o f  
being lonely sets in. Fear is, 
however, an emotion intended 
to help preserve our lives by 
w arn ing  us o f  danger. We 
m ust, nevertheless, control 
fear rather than perm it it to 
control us. Once it has served 
its em otional purpose as a 
warning signal, we must dispel 
it so as to avoid its intrusion 
into the logical reasoning by 
w h ich  w e d ec id e  upon  a 
course o f  action.

But wait a minute, what are 
th e  ca u se s  o f  fea r  and 
loneliness? Fear on its part 
can  com e as a re su lt  o f  
w rongdo ing  that has been 
com m itted by an individual 
a g a in s t an o th er. A s in 
somebody, who has just lied 
a g a in s t o r d e fa m e d  the 
character o f  another, or one 
w ho has ju s t  m u rd e red  
another or a robber who just 
carried out his bestial activity. 
Concerning the above group 
o f  p e o p le , th e re  is ev e ry  
te n d en c y  th a t th e re  is a 
pricking o f  the conscience as 
soon as they  encoun ter an 
in n o c en t p e rso n , b ecau se  
they, on their part, are guilty. 
The fear that com es out o f  
guilt is such that can definitely 
lead to eventual death or a 
sudden catastrophe.

However, there is another 
level o f  fear borne out o f  the

loss o f  hope as a result o f  
d isa s te r  lik e  the  sudden  
death o f  a loved one, the loss 
o f  property, failure in one's 
pu rsu it o r som e seem ing 
d isap p o in tm en ts , fea r o f  
poverty, criticiSfn, ill-health, 
future, old age and death. 
Fears that come on the heels 
o f  these are 'nevertheless 
necessary but must not be 
allow ed  to  do m in a te  the 
mind as, i f  permitted, such 
fears have a way o f  impeding 
p o s it iv e  th in k in g  and 
psychological activeness o f  
not only the spirit and soul 
bu t also  the  b o d y  o f  an 
individual.

T h ere  ex is ts  an o th e r  
level o f  fear, which I have 
earlier mentioned briefly; i.e. 
the fear tha t signa ls and 
w arn s  c o n c e rn in g  an 
im p e n d in g  d anger. It 
c a u tio n s  on the  n eed  to 
either retrace one’s steps or 
stop  o n e ’s m o vem en t as 
soon as signs o f  danger are 
noticed. This can come in the 
fo rm  o f  th e  fe a r  o f  the 
Supreme Being; or the fear 
o f  constituted authorities. 
The fear at this level sets in 
as soon as an individual is 
going beyond the permitted 
b o u n d a ry  o f  ac c e p ta b le  
religious and societal norms. 
There is positivism in such a 
fe a r  as it p re v e n ts  an 
individual from going astray. 
He that is down needs fear 
no more, thus a saying goes. 
With this much on fear, you 
m ay w ish to ask yourself 
w h y  y o u  n ee d  to  fear.

M o reo v e r, th e  in n o c e n t is 
a lw a y s  b o ld  an d  is no t 
intim idated by circum stances 
an d  s itu a tio n s  a ro u n d . I f  
therefore the fear in you is not 
associated w ith the signal o f  
danger, then, cast it o ff in order 
n o t to  be in h ib ite d  and 
prevented by it from  forging 
ahead; except it is the fear o f  
guilt.

But loneliness! H ow  can 
one resolve its heinous bite? An 
individual can become isolated 
from the society and in fact, from 
life under such conditions, which 
seem  to pu sh  h im  to being  
misunderstood, misinter-preted 
or misrepresented.

For exam ple, one whose 
p rincip les and ideals are not 
a d e q u a te ly  u n d e rs to o d  can  
easily drink deep from the well 
o f  loneliness. A  man whose trust 
is dam pened w ould definitely 
loose confidence in men and 
hence withdraw into his shell. 
The fear o f  the unknow n can 
make an individual lonely. As 
su ch , e v e ry m an  n ee d  to  
ch e ck m ate  h is  em o tio n a l 
altitude and attitude in relation 
to his immediate environm ent 
and time in order to be able to 
a d ju s t as the  s itu a tio n  m ay 
demand.

O f  fe a r  an d  lo n e lin e s s , 
everyone w ho dream s to  be 
great in life m ust not shy away, 
but overcom ing it is another 
virtue that propels an individual 
to living a worthwhile life.

A ll g reat m en w ho have 
influenced hum anity  in their 
own individual ways, because 
o f  their personal visions have 
drunk deep from  the well o f  
lo n e lin ess . M en ex p e rien ce-——    -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------- VI 1V11VV

Randy applicant jailed for attempted rape
A n a n n li r a n t  u/hrt

!
n applicant who went 
so u rc in g  fo r  
-em ploym ent at the 

federal secretariat, Abuja, has 
landed instead at an A buja 
U pper A rea C ourt, fac ing  
charges o f  indecent assault 
and attem pted rape.

It all happened sometim e 
on July 10, 2001, when one 
Adamu Shariff, an applicant 
went to the federal secretariat, 
A buja to try and see w hether 
he c o u ld  se c u re  an 
employment.

N arrating his experience 
to Daily Trust recently at the 
c o u rt p re m ise s , A d am u  
Shariff said he had decided 
to go and eat at the basem ent 
o f  th e  fed e ra l s e c re ta ria t 
com plex when he m et pretty 
H adiza Shehu selling petty  
item s like kolanuts, sw eets 
and biscuits.

According to him, both o f  
them  were chatting at a  very 
se c lu d e d  a re a  o f  th e  
basem ent when a policem an 
suddenly swooped on them 
and dem anded his identity  
card.

He said he was unable to 
p roduce any  id en tity  card  
hence the police arrested him

fo r s e d u c in g  and  
attem pting to rape the girl.

However, the police in 
th e ir  F irs t  In fo rm a tio n  
R e p o rt (F IP ) B efore the 
c o u r t, in s is te d  th a t  th e  
accused w as sighted  at a 
very rem ote and secluded 
part o f  the car basem ent 
p a rk  o f  th e  fe d e ra l 
secretaria t, caressing  the 
little girl while his trousers 
w ere already unzipped.

However, w hen the charge 
w as read out to him , A dam u 
o p te d  to  p le a d  g u il ty  an d  
passionately begged the Upper 
Area Court Judge, Mallam Aliyu 
Abdulrahm an for leniency.

The judge in his ruling, said 
the accused w as “w icked” and 
rather than engage in profitable 
venture that could earn him  a 
liv in g , h a s  tu rn e d  in to  
crim inality and sentenced him  
to one year in ja il o r N 5,000 
option o f  fine.

positive fear and loneliness 
because th e ir  v is io n  never 
deserts them  and they alone 
u n d e rs ta n d  th e ir  b e lie f . 
T h e re fo re , s in c e  n e i th e r  | 
royalty nor beauty can keep 
one aw ay  from  th ese  tw o 
inherent attributes o f  man, the 
sure way to live is to  be the 
best o f  you at all time. In as j 
m uch as you are right, m ore 
o f  y o u r  b e in g  w o u ld  be 
towards the positive and far 
aw ay from the negative.

N everthe less , you  m ay 
wish to take inspiration from 
the follow ing great m en who 
liv e d : ca m e , saw  an d  I
conquered because they did 
not allow  fear and loneliness 
to  o v e r ta k e  th em  a n d /o r  
o v e rru le  th e ir  s e t g o a ls . 
Becon stayed in his pavilion 
for m any years planning how 
to execute a new feat, Harvey 
had his abode in the cave, | 
and Descartes stayed in bed 
a lo n e  w ith  h is  th o u g h ts . 
N ew ton was oblivious o f  the 
dinner bell calling him, trying 
vainly to distract him from his J  

ideas, Wordsworth walked the 
lonely way, thinking about life 
and his love, K ant sat pensive ] 
by his stove, Hegel walked in 
the m ud w ithout shoes as he 
m e d ita te d , c o m p le te ly  
unaw are o f  his discom fort. 
N a p o le o n  p la n n e d  h is  
cam paigns while plodding on 
lonely roads, C harlem agne 
persisted and intently learnt | 
alone those lessons he had 
m issed  as a ch ild . M ozart 
preferred to dance rather than 
to  eat as long as he could 
com pose. All these had their | 
fea rs  an d  tro d  th e  lo n e ly  
roads, but they defeated the 
tw o by achieving great feats. 
They refused to allow the time 
an d  tid e  o f  life , ev e n  its 
vagaries to depress them. So, 
i f  tjiey, w hy not you? The 
best w ay to overcom e and be 
yourself is to  develop your j 
se lf-c o n fid e n c e , b ru sh in g  
ev e ry  o d d  a s id e  by  | 
conquering  you r fears and 
d ev e lo p in g  ev e ry  courage 
needed to live. To do this, do 
not w aste a m inute thinking 
ab o u t odds and o b stac les , J  

in s te a d  p re s e rv e  a  r ig h t 
mental attitude— the attitude 
o f  courage, frankness and  j  
good cheer.

An Hausa artist demonstrates his physical strength to the admirers during 
Joint North West Trade Fair in Minna ... recently. Kano and Niger States Day at the 
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Two Housewives sue husband [ L a d i e s ’ L i n e  
for more access to him
T wo housewives, Hajia 

S a ra tu  H a ssa n  an d  
F a tim a  H assan  

I recen tly  caused pro longed  
1 laugher at the A buja Upper 

Area Court, when they said 
I they w ere ready to  divorce 
I their husband A m inu Hassan 
1 for not allow ing them  more 

access to him.

By Uwem Umo

o f  choice cars hardly stays at 
hom e and even w hen he is at 
h o m e , th e y  h a rd ly  h a v e  
access to him  as they would 
have wanted.

“He is always travelling 
fro m  A b u ja  to  K an o , 
M a id u g u ri an d  in fa c t 
anywhere there isbusiness,” 
sa id  th e  f irs t w ife , H a j ia ' 
Saratu, while the second wife 
claim ed that the A lhaji even 
“talks about business, money

even in his sleep.
W hen questioned by the 

A lk a li  w h e th e r  he
u n d e rs to o d  w hy th e  tw o 
w o m en  w ere  se e k in g
divorce, M alam  A m inu said 
he was at a loss as to w hy his 
tw o w ives “ should  pi An a 
c o u p ” a g a in s t h im
considering the fact that he 
cares for them  to the extend 
that he never allows them  to 
lack anything.

Said he, “anytime I am 
trav e llin g  and I do  travel

frequen tly , I m ake sure I* 
leave them  w ith  bags and 
bags o f  food and even money 
w ith a standby car each.”

A t th is  ju n c tu re , the 
p re s id in g  ju d g e , M a lam  
A liyu A bdulrahm an advised 
h im  to  stop trav e llin g  for 
abou t one or tw o m onths, 
stay m ore at hom e and give 
his tim e to the two women.

Said the judge , “don ’t 
ju st leave them to bags and 
bags o f  materials things, also 
g ive them  som e bags and 
bags o f  love and care,” and 
advised the couple to go and 
report back after one month.

B y  H a b i b a  A d a m u

I Aisha Isma’il, Women Affairs Minister

It all started  w hen the 
I m atter w as brought to the 

Area Court jointly by the two 
housewives w ho prayed the 
court to give them  a divorce 
because their husband was 
not devoting m uch tim e to 

I them  and the children.
Both sought divorce on 

I th e  g ro u n d  th a t M alam  
Aminu w as not discharging 
his matrimonial responsibili- 

I ties adequately.
The court w as however 

I th ro w n  in to  p ro lo n g e d  
laughter when in an answer 
to  a q u e s tio n  fro m  the  
p re s id in g  A lk a li w h e th e r 
th e ir  h u sb a n d  w as no t 
providing enough m oney for 
food and other requirements, 
the tw o w om en  answ ered  
that “ food and m oney  for 
o the r needs w as not the ir 

| problem .”
A ccording to them , if  it 

I w ere a m atter for any thing 
1 material, they could as well 
have gotten them  from  their 
parents but told the court that 
th e  is s u e  w a s  b e y o n d  

I materialism .
The wom en complained 

I that their husband w ho is a 
wealthy m erchant w ith stalls 
in  W use  (o ld  an d  n ew ) 
m arkets coupled w ith a fleet

Conmen on the prowl
A staff o f  Daily Trust, 

M iss Esther Kantiok 
Sheyin encountered 

conm en, w ho w ould  have 
ch a rm e d  h e r  in to  g iv in g  
aw ay  all h e r  p essess io n s  
including the m oney in her 
b a n k  a c c o u n t and  o th e r  
e x p e n s iv e  p ro p e r t ie s  at 
home.

N arrating the incident, 
M iss Kantiok said that she 
w as w a itin g  fo r a tax i at 
Wuse old m arket junction by 
Sani A bacha expressw ay in 
Abuja, w hen one o f  the two 
conm en approached her.

She added that he told 
her he is a businessm an from 
Senegal and had a business 
transaction with one woman 
in Abuja. The man w ho she 
described as slim , ligh t in 
com plexion and o f  average 
h e ig h t,  re q u e s te d  h e r  to  
direct him to one holy trinity 
nursery and primary school 
because, that is w here the 
w om an said she is living.

At this juncture, she said 
his accom plice approached 
them and w arned the other 
c o n m a n  th a t  p o lic e  w ill  
arrest h im  because th is is 
N igeria , and not Senegal. 
A dding that how could  he 
supply  goods to  a w om an 
w ho  d id  n o t pay  fo r  the  
supply without collecting her 
address.

"I then voiced m y fears 
to the second m an w ho was 
plum p dark in com plexion 
and has a pot-belly. I told 
h im  I do  n o t w an t to  be 
m ixed up w ith  419 people 
but since he is a stranger he 
can go to  the po lice," she

Bv Habiba Adamu

stated.
M iss K an tio k  fu rth e r 

e x p la in e d  th a t th e  
accom plice suggested  that 
the first con man should take 
a taxi and check M aitam a 
area in search o f  the woman 
because that is where many 
em bassies are based.

H er w o rd s : "I th en  
guessed at the game they are 
playing. Because something 
like th is  hap p en ed  to  m y 
cousin. She cam e hom e one 
day  and  g a th e red  all h er 
e x p e n s iv e  b e lo n g in g s  
including the m oney som e 
people gave her to keep fur 
them  for contribution. It was 
m uch latter we discovered

that she was charm ed to do 
so," she narrated.

O ur sta ff then advised 
the m an to take a  m otorcycle 
because is faster and cheaper, 
adding that she was about to 
d e p a r t w h en  th e  se co n d  
conm an tried to delay her by 
p o in tin g  o u t th a t the  
b u s in e s sm a n  d e a ls  w ith  
shippers.

M iss Kantiok added that 
despite their effort to delay 
h e r  o r  ra th e r  d raw  h e r 
in te re s t  to  th e m  and 
su b se q u e n tly  acco m p an y  
th e m  to  w h e re v e r  th e y  
wanted to go, she left them 
there and took a taxi. "W hen 
I turned around to see i f  they 
have le ft too, I saw  them  
approaching another man in 
the same way as they did to 
me," she concluded.

Mummified corpse found 
in Alps May be Japanese
The mumm ified corpse 

o f  a m o u n ta in e e r  
fo u n d  in  th e  A lp s 

close to the F rench-Italian 
b o rd er cou ld  be th a t o f  a 
J a p a n e se  c lim b e r  w ho  
disappeared 29 years ago, the 
Japanese consulate said on 
Friday.

“ T h e  b o d y  c o u ld  be 
M akoto O hashi,” Japanese 
C o n su l Y uri K o d ere  to ld  
Reuters.

K odera said that Italian 
police had found a business 
c a rd  b e lo n g in g  to  the  
m issing  Japanese  c lim ber 
close to the mumm ified body 
discovered on the G randes 
Jorasses m ountain, part o f  
the M ont Blanc m assif, on

School children at a recent event

Thursday.
“ O h a sh i le f t  one

m orning in July 1972 with 
four o the r clim bers. They 
returned alone,” the consul 
said.

K o d e ra  sa id  the
Japanese Foreign M inistry  
w a s  try in g  to  c o n ta c t 
O h a s h i’s re la tiv e  to  find  
som eone who could identify 
the body. Ohashi was 22 at 
the tim e o f  the accident and 
w as d e sc r ib e d  as a good  
climber.

Potato stops ballet

A round 2,000 ba lle t- 
g o e rs  w ere

evacuated from Lon­
don’s prestigious royal O p­
era H ouse on thursday night 
when a backstage fire alarm 
w ent off-triggered by an ex­
ploding baked potato.

“T here w ere w isps o f  
smoke. It took fire-fighters a 
w hile to find the cause o f  the 
s m o k e ,” a L o n d o n  F ire  
B rig a d e  sp o k e sm a n  to ld  
Reuters.

“Eventually they found 
a small kitchenette backstage 
and in a m icrowave were the 
r e m a in s  o f  an  e x p lo d e d  
potato.”

T h e  a u d ie n c e  w s 
a l lo w e d  b a c k  in to  th e  
b u ild in g  a f te r  a b o u t 20 
m in u te s  to  w a tc h  th e  
rem ainder o f  the ballet.

“N o one has c la im ed  
ownership o f  the potato,” the 
spokesm an said.

A word is enough for the wise

T he rate at w hich divorce is carried out in our society 
to d a y  se em s lik e  p e o p le  h av e  fo rg o tte n  the  
sacredness o f  marriage. In reality however, we must 

give 90% o f our efforts to make it work once it is contracted.
one o f  the m ajor problem s that drive or force a w om an 

out o f  her m atrim onial hom e is her m o ther-in -law  that is 
why. M ost w om en prefer to live w ith their husbands and 
children only, rather than staying under the same ro o f w ith 
a m other-in-law .

M ost m other-in -law s regrettably treat their daughter- 
in -law s in a bad way. Some show wackiness, jealousy, 
malice, indifference etc. to their daughter-in-law s.

In w hatever dirty or bad w ay you treat your daughter- 
in-law , it contributes directly or indirectly to the lack o f  
peace, unhappiness that exist in their home. This can as 
well sever their good relationship no  m atter how  long they 
took in building it.

Rem em ber that it is not easy for him  to divided his 
attention between the two im portant wom en in his life. 
Eyeing everything he do to his wife will only com plicate 
m atters. Therefore, it is not good for you to always portray 
him  as some one who prefers his w ife m ore than you his 
mother. Each o f  you has a special position in his heart, so, 
there is no need fo r you to try and make him  despise his 
w ife because it is only that w ay you would feel safe.

Islam ically divorce is som ething that Almighty Allah 
(S.W.T.) perm its m uslim  to do but at the same tim e He is 
unhappy w henever it takes place. You as a m o ther-law - 
law should not be the cause o f  G od’s wrath.

A nother thing a m o ther-in -law  who is in the habit o f  
trea ting  her d a u g h te r-in -la w  in a bad  m anner should 
consider is that she is jeopardising her son’s chances o f  
getting into paradise (Aljannah). This is because a m an’s 
gate o f  getting into paradise is through his mother, that is 
as long as he is obedient to her.

Pressurising your daughter-in -law  to the extend o f  
m aking her to dem and divorce from your son, or telling 
lies to him  about his w ife will only belittle you. because 
w henever he discovers that he divorces his loving wife 
based on your lies it would make him turn his back on you 
or deviate and disobey your wishes and commands.

We all know that it is an expected duty o f  a child if  
not com pulsory for him /her to obey his/her parents. By 
m aking him  to disobey yop because o f  your crafty and 
cunning ways is like m aking him  to disobey his creator.

There are som e m other-in -law s who make sure that 
w hatever their son would buy, it must be two. I f  he buys 
wrapper for his w ife he m ust buy one for his m other as 
well. He could not buy a gift to his w ife w ithout buying the 
sam e to his mother. He has to h ide it from  his m other 
w henever he is to give his w ife some money. W henever he 
brings things hom e he has to take it first to his m other to 
choose before taking it to his wife. A ll in the nam e o f  not 
w anting to offend and upset her.

W ho as a w om an w ould stand all this? Even if  there is 
som e behaviours o r bad characters you do not approve 
about your daughter-in-law , being w icked or showing any 
o f  the behaviours I m entioned above is not the best way 
out. Rem em ber that there are many ways to kill a rat.

“Love for your brother w hat you love for y o u rse lf’ 
that is a part o f  the Hadith o f  the Prophet M uham m ad 
(S.A.W.). N o w om an in her right senses m ore especially 
these kind o f  m o th e r-in -law s could stand this kind o f  
treatm ent, i f  they are to change position w ith a daughter- 
in-law . Therefore it is bad o f  you to engage in this kind o f  
behaviour.

O ne thing I w ant w om en to  understand is that by 
causing divorce w e are only creating havoc to  ourselves 
and the society. The rate o f  divorcees in our society is equal 
or more than the num ber o f  unm arried wom en today. And 
m ost o f  th ese  d iv o rce es  w ere  fo rced  to  leav e  th e ir  
m atrim onial hom es because o f  a w icked m other-in-law .

I f  you as a m o ther-in -law  could not help in cm ling 
the m enace o f  divorce practices that is threatening t’,e 
society and the w om en’s w orld in particular. Then ou 
w ould do us a great favour by not creating havoc.

Well, as the saying goes “there is no smoke without 
f ire .’ Like the H ausa version says “Ruwa ba ya  tsami 
banza.” Some daughter-in-law s incur all these and much 
m ore because o f  lack o f  respect and obedience they show 
towards their m other-iri-law s.

But w hat we should understand and take note is that, 
i f  you have an unscrupulous m other-in -law  no m atter what, 
ju st bear in m ind that she can not send you packing out o f  
your matrimonial home. Be patient *> ’ ’ " ’“ everything 
to stay in peace and harrr . _,uur husoand. and
also respect his m other even if  she makes it difficult for 
you becaucp she is also your m other(-in -law ).



Page 20
Wednesday August 22, 2001

F or the records
M r. P residen t, last 

year, the Revenue 
M o b i l i s a t i o n ,  
A llo c a tio n  an d  F isc a l 

Commission submitted to you 
its  R e p o rt on  the  
Rem uneration o f  Public and 
Political Office Holders and 
the Jud ic ia ry  .We are here 
again today to submit to you 
our recom m endations on the 
form ula for Revenue sharing 
-v e r t ic a l ly  b e tw e e n  th e  

s  d iffe ren t tiers and arm s o f  
g o v e rn m e n t, an d  a lso  
horizontally among the States 
and th e  Local G overnm ent 
Councils. The R eport is in 
two volumes. Volume One is 
on  b o th  th e  v e r t ic a l  an d  
ho rizo n ta l fo rm ulae  w hile  

3  Volume Two exclusively deals 
with the Derivation principle.

In  p re p a r in g  and  
subm itting this Report, the 
C o m m iss io n  d e r iv e s  its  
a u th o r i ty  fro m  v a r io u s  
s e c tio n s  o f  th e  1999 
C onstitution o f  the Federal 
Republic o f  Nigeria. We have 
especially considered Part I, 
Section  32(b) o f  the Third 
S c h e d u le  to  th e  1999 
C onstitu tion , by  w hich the 
Commission shall have power 
to “review, from tim e to time, 
th e  re v e n u e  a l lo c a tio n  
form ulae and p rincip les in 
o p e ra tio n  to  en su re
co n fo rm ity  w ith  chang ing  
realities” . We have also taken 
into account Section 162(2) 
w hich stipu lates tha t “The 
President, upon the receipt o f  

-  ad v ice  from  the  R evenue  
M obilisation A llocation and 
Fiscal Commission, shall table 
before the National Assembly 
p ro p o s a ls  fo r  re v e n u e  
allocation from the Federation 
Account, and in determ ining 
the fo rm u la , th e  N atio n al 
A sse m b ly  sh a ll ta k e  in to  
a c c o u n t, th e  a l lo c a tio n  
principles especially those o f  
p o p u la tio n , e q u a lity  o f  
S ta te s ,  in te rn a l  re v e n u e  
generation, landmass, terrain 
as well as population density: 
Provided that the principle o f  
derivation shall be constantly 
re flec ted  in  any  approved  
formula as being not less than 
th ir te e n  p e rc e n t o f  th e  
re v e n u e  a c c ru in g  to  th e  
Federation A ccount directly 
from  any natural resources”.

As you are fully aware, 
Y our Excellency, R evenue 
A llocation in this country is 
now  about to put on its tenth 
ca p , th e  f ir s t  b e in g  th e  
re c o m m e n d a tio n  o f  the  
Piiillipson’s Commission over 
ha lf a century ago -1946 to be 
specific. N o doubt, it is w ith 
s y s te m a tic  s tr id e s  s in c e  
P h i l l ip o n ’s th rough H icks 
Phillipsun, Chicks, Raisman, 
B in n s , D in a , A b o y ad e , 
Okigbo, Danjuma, Shonekan 
(b o th  o f  w h o m  w e are  
fortunate to have in our midst 
to d a y ). T h e se  a re  th e  
gentlemen, through whom the 
w ork o f  revenue sharing in 
-this c o u n try  has been 
M arching along, g^. = : ’
the  p ro c e s s  re le v a n t 
experience and expertise over

Issues in the new revenue allocation formula
An address by the chairman o f the revenue mobilisation, allocation and 
fiscal commission, Engr. HammanA. Tukur, mni on the occasion o f the 
presentation o f the new revenue allocation formula in August, 2001
th e  v e a rc  : ___________________________________ . . .the years.

P le a se  p e rm it us to  
o b se rv e  th a t g e n e ra lly  
sp e a k in g , m u ch  o f  th e  
fu n d a m e n ta ls  o f  f isc a l 
federalism do not change. The 
Anatomy and Physiology o f  
revenue sharing have also not 
u n d e rg o n e  m uch
m e ta m o rp h o s is  in  th is  
co u n try . B u t in  o u r 
exam ination o f  trends since 
1946, we w ere struck by how 
m uch  p o lit ic a l and  so c io ­
econom ic changes have taken 
place. For exam ple, there has 
b ee n  so m u ch  g ro w th  in  
g o v e rn m e n t re v e n u e  and  
corresponding  expansion in 
government activities. Equally, 
too, there has been explosive 
g ro w th  in  p o p u la tio n , 
u rb a n is a tio n ,  an d  in  the  
num ber o f  States and Local 
G overnm ent C ouncils. The 
e x p a n s io n  in  e c o n o m ic  
activities has also resulted in 
trem en d o u s en v iro n m en ta l 
p o llu t io n  an d  e c o lo g ic a l 
degradation. Besides, over the 
years ou r na tio n  has faced  
trem endous deterioration  o f  
o u r  e d u c a t io n a l sy s tem  
particularly at the foundation 
stages. The system seems to 
have moved away from the well 
e s ta b lish e d  p h ilo s o p h y  o f  
e d u c a tio n  fo r  w o rk ” to  
education for m ere acquisition 
o f  p a p e r  q u a l if ic a tio n  by 
w hatever means and w ith all 
its  a t te n d a n t c o r ru p tiv e  
p ra c tic e s . S im ila r ly , th e  
nation’s discovery o f  oil and 
its exploitation seem to have 
killed the nation’s initiatives in 
d e v e lo p in g  its  o th e r  v a s t 
natural resources in the solid 
m in e ra ls  an d  a g r ic u ltu ra l  
sectors. The dependence on 
oil seem s to be increasingly 
th re a te n in g  n o t o n ly  th e  
security o f  the nation but its 
very existence as a corporate 
entity. The restiveness o f  the 
youths in the oil p roducing 
a re a s , an d  th e  u rg e  fo r  
re so u rc e  c o n tro l b y  the  
p o l i t ic a l  c la ss  a re  a ll 
syndrom es and com plications 
arising from this dependence 
emerging on a mono-economy.

A ll th e se  fa c to rs  h av e  
direct bearing on the sources 
an d  q u an tu m  o f  re v e n u e s  
a c c ru in g  to  th e  v a r io u s  
se c to rs  o f  th e  n a tio n . The 
C om m ission has taken into 
a c c o u n t th e se  fa c to rs  in  
a r r iv in g  a t th e  R e v en u e  
Form ula being recom m ended 
as these reflect w hat has been 
referred to in the constitution 
as “changing realities” which 
an y  n ew  re v e n u e  fo rm u la  
m ust take into consideration.
It is in re c o g n itio n  o f  the 
above factors that the “Special 
Funds” concept in  the vertical 
form ulae inherited  over 
years, has been re ta in -j with, 
som  e a dj u st m e n t ’ fj§?*

in c o rp o ra te  the
Com m ission’s innovation o f  
B a s ic  E d u c a tio n  fo r  the 
a c q u is i t io n  o f  lite ra c y ,

part to ignore such w ealth o f  
experience from  w hich one 
co u ld  tap  an d  re d is c o v e r  
a l te rn a t iv e  s o lu t io n s  to

1

President Olusegun Obasanj

num eracy and basic skills 
that w ill reasonably  equip 
our teaem ing youths to earn 
a liv in g  in  a resp o n sib le  
m anner that can contribute 
to the overall developm ent 
o f  our nation. The Special 
F u n d s  h a v e  a lso  b ee n  
incorporated to  enable the 
u rg e n t n e e d s , fo r  
d iv e rs ify in g  the  rev en u e  
b ase  o f  th e  n a tio n  by 
d e l ib e ra te ly  an d
co n s is te n tly  in v e s tin g  in 
b o th  so lid  m in e ra ls  and  
a g r ic u ltu re  w ith  the  
appropria te  sc ien tific  and 
technological research that 
w ill d e v e lo p  th e se  
com m odities to exportable 
levels in the quickest and 
most efficient manner.

Let me hasten to add that 
the essence o f  the Special 
Funds is to form  a basis for 
effective operation o f  certain 
specially identified problems 
o f  the Federal Republic as an 
entity .The Funds are being 
recom m ended to be used, as 
hitherto, to tackle peculiar 
problem s. They are also to 
be used to deal w ith jo in t 
statutory responsibilities o f  
th e  c o n s ti tu e n ts  o f  the  
Federal Republic ofN igeria, 
that require special attention.

O n m e th o d o lo g y , w e 
took into account the views 
e x p re sse d  in  th e  sev era l 
mem oranda submitted to the 
C o m m iss io n  by  th e  
re s p e c tiv e  t ie rs  o f  
governm ent, the organised 
p rivate sector, and indeed 
other Nigerians at large. We 
again examined the previous 
reports on the subject in this 
c o u n try  as w e ll as' th e  
e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  o th e r  
F ederations, because they 
have usefully constituted a 
sto c k  o f  lite ra tu re  and  a 
co rp u s  o f  h is to r ic a l  
in form ation . It w ould  not 
have been e x p e d ie n t or 
intellectual!} desirable o; r

Engr. Hamman Tukur

p ro b le m s  o v e r  f isc a l 
fed e ra lism  in  N ig eria . A s 
w isdom  from  the past, we 
benefited by them  and we are 
certainly better positioned to 
tackle current fiscal problems 
aris in g  from  the chang ing  
re a l i t ie s  o f  o u r  tim es . 
S im ila r ly , w e h e ld  
consultations w ith officials 
from  the various T iers and 
A rm s o f  governm en t, and 
g a th e re d  s ta t is t ic a l  d a ta  
w hich we analysed in order 
to  a r tic u la te  the  in ten d ed  
goals and policy outlines o f  
re v e n u e  sh a rin g . T he 
C o m m iss io n  th e n  u sed  
deductive analysis from  data 
empirically validated to draw 
o u r co n c lu s io n s  from  the 
established observations. In 
addition, w e adopted w hat is 
usually referred to as the ‘mix 
an a ly s is  a p p ro a c h ’ in  ou r 
en d e av o u r to  en su re  goal 
a c h ie v e m e n t su b je c t to  a 
minimum level o f  government 
responsibility. A ll o f  these we 
consider to be very helpful in 
d e te rm in in g  w h a t m ay be 
feasible and acceptable by all. 
A bove all our m ethodology 
h as  th e  b e a u ty  and
advantage o f  simplicity.

We are firm  in our belief 
th a t  fe d e ra lis m  is a
constitutional arrangement in 
w hich  the federa ting  units 
form  a un ity  w ith  defined  
au tonom y in the ir in ternal 
affairs, and in such a m anner 
that law-m aking pow ers and 
fu n c tio n s  a re  d is tr ib u te d  
accordingly w ith som e to the 
n a t io n a l o r  c e n tra l 
governm ent, and som e to the 
States and indeed others to 
Local Governments. Another 
im p o r ta n t g u id in g
philosophy in our approach 
has been fairness in revenue 
a llo ca tio n  o r w hat can  be 
a d e q u a te ly  d e s c r ib e d  as 
“distributive justice.” In other 
words, we have rightly  felt 
th a t r'eV entit a l lr ie h tio i/7

sh o u ld  be done in  such  a 
m anner as to provide each o f  
th e  s ta k e h o ld e rs  w ith , a t 
least, a m in im um  level o f  
funds in the  ligh t o f  th e ir  
re sp o n sib ilitie s  but tak ing  
in to  accoun t the ava ilab le  
resources. We have therefore 
re flec ted  it in the vertical 
formula such that no tier o f  
government is worse o ff in its 
re la tive  position  given the 
current fiscal realities o f  our 
n a tio n . T h e  fo rm u la  th a t 
em erged has also attem pted 
to  a d d re s s  th e  ra g in g  
co n tro v e rsy  ab o u t the so- 
called “zero allocation” for* 
m a n y  o f  th e  L o ca l
Governm ents in the country. 
However, the Commission, is 
sure that Mr. President, will 
in the course o f  events, find a 
m ore lasting and politically 
accep tab le so lu tion  to  th is 
perennial problem.

O n th e  p r in c ip le  o f  
d e r iv a tio n ,  w h ic h  is th e  
subject matter ofVolume II, we 
have been guided also by the 
se v e ra l m e m o ra n d a  an d  
re p re s e n ta t io n s  on th e  
subject as well as research by 
Consultants appointed by the 
Com mission. It becam e clear 
to the Com m ission that the 
m a jo r ity  o f  re sp o n d e n ts , 
particularly from  beneficiary 
a re a s , o p in e d  th a t the  
d e r iv a tio n  fu n d  sh o u ld  
benefit people at the grass 
ro o ts . T he C o m m iss io n ’s 
recom m enda tion  the re fo re  
has  so u g h t to  en su re  th a t 
th o se  w ho sh o u ld  b en e fit 
from  the fund do so directly 
and are also involved in its 
administration. We wish to 
em phasise that the derivation 
fund is intended to improve 
th e  q u a lity  o f  life  o f  th e  
beneficiaries. Therefore both 
th e  S ta te s  an d  L o ca l 
G o v e rn m e n ts  sh o u ld  b e  
developm ent-oriented in its 
utilisation. The Com m ission 
strongly recom m ends that to 
am eliorate the restiveness o f  
the m ilitant youths, the funds 
should not form part of the 
Consolidated Revenue of the 
b en efic ia ry  State
Government. The State and 
Local G overnm ents for the 
d ire c t  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  
co m m u n itie s  in  the  a reas 
should  exclusively  use the 
funds. In th is  re g a rd , the 
Com m ission urges the State 
A sse m b lie s  o f  th e  a re as  
p ro d u c in g  th e  n a tu ra l 
re so u rc e s  to  in vo lve the  
traditional rulership class 
and their communities in the 
management of the Funds.

Mr. President Sir, may I at 
th is ju n c tu re  acknow ledge 
th a t it w o u ld  h a v e  b een  
u tte r ly  d if f ic u lt ,  i f  n o t 
impossible, to accomplish this 
onerous assignm ent w ithout 

!the eo-ope'rntl'on ifricf support

o f  all the Arms o f  Government 
-Executive, the Legislature 
and the Judiciary as well the 
three tiers o f  G overnm ent - 
F e d e ra l, S ta te  an d  L o ca l 
G o v e rn m e n ts . T he
Presidency in particular has 
g iven  the C om m ission  the 
necessary moral and financial 
support and encouragem ent | 
for w hich w e are eternally  
grateful. To all N igerians, we 
w ould  like to  exp ress ou r | 
appreciation for the tolerance, 
u n d e rs ta n d in g  an d  c o ­
operation we have received. 
O u r v a r io u s  e x p e r ts , 
c o n s u lta n ts  an d  th e  
Com m ission’s officers are all 
to  be co m m en d ed  fo r the 
arduous w ork put into this 
historic exercise.

Y our E x c e lle n c y , 
P residen t, C om m ander-in - 
C h ief o f  the Arm ed Forces o f  

. th e  F e d e ra l R e p u b lic  o f |  
N ig e r ia ,  C h ie f  O lu se g u n  I 
O b a sa n jo , it is  n o w  m y 
h o n o u r  an d  p r iv ile g e  to  i 
present to you on b eh a lf o f  | 
the R evenue M obilisation , 
A llo c a tio n  an d  F isc a l 
C om m ission  these  rep o rts  j  
which contain our considered 
re c o m m e n d a tio n s  o f  th e  
FORM ULAE FOR THE | 
A LL O C A T IO N  OF  
REVENUE accruing to the 
F e d e ra tio n  A c c o u n t, 
in c lu d in g  th e  d e r iv a tio n  
p r in c ip le s  to  a ll th e  
beneficiaries Specifically, the 
vertical formula is as follows: 

Federal Government 41.3, 
S ta te  G o v e rn m e n ts  3 1 .0 , 
Local Governments 16.0, 

Special Funds:
(i)  F C T  D e v e lo p m e n t | 

Fund 1.2 (ii) Ecological Fund 
1.0 (iii)  N a tio n a l R eserve | 
Fund 1.0 (iv) Agriculture and 
Solid Minerals, Development 
F u n d  an d  its  a s s o c ia te d  | 
S c ie n c e  an d  T e c h n o lo g y  
Research 1.5

(iii) Basic Education and | 
Skill A cqu is ition , (B E SA ) 
Fund 7.0 and the horizontal 
form ula for disbursem ent o f  | 
the funds am ongst States and 
Local Governm ents is also as 
follows: (i) Equality 45.0 (ii) 
P o p u la tio n  2 5 .0  ( i i i )  
Population D ensity  2.0 (iv) 
Internal R evenue Effort 8.0 
(v) Landm ass 5.0 (vi) Terrain 
5.0 (vii) Rural Roads/Inland | 
W aterways 1.5 (viii) Potable 
Water 1.5 (ix) Education 4.0 (x) 
Health. 3.0

The Derivation Principle 
rem ains 13% for now  w ith 
60%  o f  it to the States and J  

40%  to the Local Government 
Councils producing areas.

Y our E xcellency , these  j  
reports constitute our advice 
on the subject in com pliance 
with Section 162(2) o f  the 1999 j 
C onstitution o f  the Federal 
Republic ofNigeria.

Thank you.
Engr. HammanA. Tukur, 

mni
BSc, M. Engr., C. Engr., 

FN SE, M IE E , F Y C T I 
CHAIRMAN,

Revenue M obilisation, 
A llo ca tio n  a n d  F isc a l \ 
Commission Thursday 16th 
a i tg u s t i^ O O l  nw 9 Brlain
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Ondo commissioner 
questioned over N23m theft
A four-man team from 

the office o f  the In 
spector-G eneral o f  

Police (IGP), arrived Akure 
la s t F rid ay  to  in v estig a te  
a llega tion  o f  N 23 m illion  
theft made against the Ondo 
S ta te  C o m m iss io n e r  fo r  
L ands and  H o u sin g , w ho 
was sacked last week, reports 
the N ew s A gency o f  N igeria 
(N A N ).

T h e  S ta te  A tto rn e y -  
General and Com m issioner 
fo rx Ju s t ic e , C h ie f  D ele  
O gedengbe to ld  NAN that 
the team  scheduled to return 
to Abuja later had held useful 
discussions w ith his office 
over the matter.

He, however, reiterated 
th e  s ta n d  o f  th e  s ta te  
governm ent on the m atter, 
saying that the responsibility 
‘re s ts  sq u a re ly  on  m y 

m in is try  b ec au se  it is an 
O n d o  S ta te  g o v e rn m e n t 
affair.”

Ogedengbe dispelled an 
insinuation that he had been 
su m m o n e d  to  A b u ja  to  
answer a query on why legal 
action was instituted against 
the  sack ed  co m m issio n er 
without proper investigation.

“It is a blatant lie. I was 
not sum m oned to A buja and

it is neither the business o f  
the Federal Government, IG, 
or the state police com m and 
to question me about how  I 
handle the matter.”

“ N o t e v e n  th e  s ta te  
governor can question  the 
w ay I deem  fit to  handle the 
matter. It is only  a public 
outcry that can query how an 
a t to rn e y -g e n e ra l  is 
co n d u c tin g  the  affa irs  o f  
ju stice . He m igh t then be 
fo rc e d  to  r e s ig n ,” 
Ogedengbe said.

He, however, noted that 
c o m p le m e n ta ry  e f fo r ts  
could be applied to achieve 
the same goal o f  bringing the 
culprit on an allegation o f

fraud to book.
O n the w hereabouts o f  

the em battled commissioner, 
the attorney-general said he 
had returned from  A buja and 
w as  at p re s e n t in  p o lic e  

..custody as h is prosecution  
would continue.

T h e  c o m m iss io n e r , 
(names withheld) was sacked 
from  the  s ta te  cab in e t on 
A u g u s t 8, fo r  a l le g e d ly  
d e f ra u d in g  th e  s ta te  
governm ent o f  N23 million 
in an estate property deal. He 
was consequently arraigned, 
together with an Akure-based 
estate agent, now  at large, 
before an Akure m agistrate’s 
court w hich fixed A ugust 23 
for hearing.

T w e n t y - y e a r - o l d  
E m m  a n u e 1

  Nzem eka, who was
nabbed  at the prem ises o f  
T rium ph  M erch an t B ank , 
Ikoyi, Lagos, while attem pt­
ing to cash N30,000 w ith a 
forged cheque, was last week 
sent to ja il w ithout an option 
o f  fine at a Lagos C hief M ag­
istrate Court.

T he accu sed  w as sen ­
tenced to one m onth im pris­
onm ent w ith hard labour for 
each o f  the four count crim i­
nal charge, having pleaded 
guilty as charged.

T h e  t r ia l  m a g is tra te ,  
(Mrs!1) Em iola Fabam  held 
that “the crime is a very se­
rious one. I have decided to 
be lenient w ith the accused 
p e rso n  b ecau se  a f te r  due 
consideration o f  the cheque 
adm itted as exhibit ‘C ’, it is 
obviously written by a nov­
ice and this means that the 
accused person is still new  in 
the trade.” The accused is an 
able bodied  m an w ho can 
utilise his youth and strength

Man jailed over 
N30,000 forged cheque
From Adelanwa Bamgbove, in Lagos

in more productive w ays but 
has chosen otherw ise,” the 
court held.

In  h is  p le a  fo r  m ercy  
(allocu tus), M.P. Johnson, 
la w y e r  to  th e  a c c u se d , 
begged the court to tam per 
justice with m ercy and that 
the accused had no previous 
crim inal records.

According to prosecuting 
p o lic e  S erg ean t N ich o las  
A tum onye, the accused on 
July 22, 2001 at about 1130 
hours w ent to  a C hurch at 
S hell H ell M uson  cen tre , 
O n ikan , L agos, w here  he 
s to le  a b a g  c o n ta in in g  
N5,000 cash, docum ents and 
T riu m p h  M e rc h a n t B ank  
c h e q u e  b o o k le t N o. 
000433612 to 00043650 and 
L ion Bank cheque booklet

N o. 0 0 0 1 2 4 1 2 -0 0 0 1 2 4 5 0  
property o f  one Patrick Etim.

About two days later, the 
accused was apprehended at 
T rium ph  M erch an t B ank ,
186, Awolowo Road, Ikoyi, 
Lagos where he presented a 
forged cheque w ith the sig­
nature purported to be that o f 
Patrick Etim.

W h en  th e  N 3 0 ,0 0 0  
fo rg e d  c h e q u e  w as p r e ­
sented, the forgery was de­
tected by the B ank’s signa­
ture verification officer who 
imm ediately alerted his unit 
head and a report was made 
to  the police.

Daily Trust gathered that 
in his first statem ent to  the 
police, the accused report­
edly denied stealing but on 
A ugust 5 ,2001 , fo llow ing  
further interrogation he vol­
un teered  add itiona l s ta te ­
m ent adm itting the offence.

nv/v OU......V..V- * —- j -   Gov. Adefanti____________________ |_____________________________

Three PDP m em bers rem anded in prison  
custody for conspiracy
T

or nearing.------------------------------    , ~ :---------------   —--------- —------ —

Man, 50, falls victim of police bullet

I   .....

ndiscrim inate use o f  fire 
arms by the law enforce 
m ent agents has claim ed 

a n o th e r  v ic tim  in  L ag o s  
where a 50-year-old man was 
allegedly shot by a team  o f 
m o b ile  p o lic e m e n  a t the  
Oshodi flyover.

Two m obile  po licem en 
h av e  b e e n  d e ta in e d  in  
c o n n e c t io n s  w ith  th e  
incident.

T h e  50 y e a r-o ld  m an , 
who w as later identified as

I hree m em bers o f  the 
Ebonyi State chapter 
o f  the PDP, Timothy 

O d aa h , O n u  Jo h n  and  
S y lv es te r N w ab ara , w ere  
rem anded in prison custody 
Tuesday on the orders o f  an 
A b u ja  C h ie f  M a g is tra te  
court for alleged conspiracy 
and culpable homicide.

T he a c c u se d  are  a lso  
b e in g  h e ld  fo r  “ c a u s in g  
grevious harm  by dangerous 
m e a n s , a s s a u lt  an d  
mischief".

Prosecutor, Mr. Harrison 
Om eoka, had told the court, 
p re s id e d  o v e r  b y  A lh a ji  
M uham m ad K olo, that the 
accused persons storm ed a

m e e tin g  o f  th e  n a tio n a l 
executive o f  the party  on 
August 10 and attem pted to 
kill one Francis Elem.

O m eo k a  sa id  th e  
suspects also carted aw ay 
m e m b ersh ip  re g is tra tio n  
form s o f  the Ebonyi State

chapter o f  the party on the 
day o f  the incident.

No plea was taken at the 
s itting , bu t the m ag istra te  
o rd e re d  th a t  37 o th e r  
accom plices, still at large, be 
brought before the court at 
the resum ed hearing o f  the 
case on Septem ber 17.

Ib rah im  w as sa id  to  have 
b ee n  sh o t by  a te a m  o f  
m obile policem en under the 
Oshodi flyover.

The tragedy reportedly  
struck w hen a com m ercial 
bus with registration number 
LA 779 W F approached a 
s to p -a n d -s e a rc h  sp o t 
m o u n te d  by  th e  m o b ile  
p o licem en  and  the  d riv e r 
allegedly refused to stop.

P o lice  rep o rt revea led  
that the bus driver was halted 
fo r  a ro u tin e  c h e c k  b u t 
in s te a d  o f  o b e y in g  th e  
command, he sped o ff to beat 
th e  p o lic em en  w ho w ere  
a l le g e d  to  b e  e x to r t in g  
m oney from  drivers at the 
check point.

Angered by the action o f  
th e  d r iv e r , th e  a rm ed  
policem an reportedly shot at 
the vehicle with the intention 
o f  dem oblising  it, only  to

h a v e  th e  b u lle t  h i t  th e  
in n o c e n t 5 0 -y e a r-o ld  
Ib rah im  w ho d ied  on the  
spot.

His corpse and the driver 
o f  the vehicle w ere taken to 
Oshodi police station.

In another developm ent, 
the police have recovered a 
pu m p  a c tio n  g u n  N o. 
2586687 from  a suspected 
a rm e d  ro b b e r  w ho  w as

Eight ritualists in police net

E ight suspected ritual 
killers w ere on M on

  day paraded by the
O gun  S ta te  P o lice  C o m ­
m and at its Eleweran H ead­
quarte rs , hav ing  been  a r­
rested w ith a hum an skull.

A lso paraded were sto­
len vehicles, a Lexus Jeep 
and a Honda (CRV) Jeep, re- 
covered from suspected ban-

From Olumide Bajulaiye, in
. Abeokuta

Fake NAFDAC officials arrested
T he po lice  in L agos 

h av e  n a b b e d  tw o  
meft parading them ­
selves as officials o f  the N a­

tional A gency for Food and 
D rug  A d m in is tra tio n  and 
Control (NAFDAC).

The two fake NAFDAC 
offic ia ls, Ifeany i A kpovili 
and Anselem  Okparaji, were 
alleged to have conspired to­
gether on A ugust 1, 2001 to 
im personate N A FDAC offi­
c ia ls  at 36 N o n ifu  c lo se , 
O n ig b o n g b o , M a ry la n d , 
Ikeja.

T hey  w ere  a lle g e d  to 
have ex to rted  the sum  o f  
N 2 ,0 0 0  fro m  o n e  D an ie l 
O n w u k a in  M arch  u n d e r 
false pretence. The offence is 
pun ishab le under sections 
516 , 484  an d  408  o f  the  
crim inal code.

In another development, 
the police last w eek upon in­
form ation received that one 
Idris H arim a alias A lom a 
has in his possession some 
a rm s an d  a m m u n itio n s , 
policement attached Ojo di­
vision left for the house o f 
the suspect at No. 2 Hassan 
Street Afrom edia Ojo, with 
a duly signed search w ar­
rant.

During the search, five 
locally m ade single barrel 
shot guns w ere allegedly re­
covered in his room.

C o n f irm in g  th e  in c i­
dents, Lagos Police Public 
R elations O fficer (PPR O ) 
Victor Chilaka said the sus­
pect has been arrested and 
taken  to  the  s ta te  C .I.D . 
Panti Street w ith the exhib­
its for further investigation.

d its  at Ig b o g ila  w h ile  a t­
tem pting to ferry it across to 
the Republic o f  Benin.

W hile parading the ritu­
alists, the state police com ­
m is s io n e r , P rin c e  U dom  
E kpoudom , explained  that 
prior to their arrest he had 
earlier recceived information 
from  some m em bers o f  the 
public about their hideout.

“A  team  o f  d e tec tiv e s  
storm ed a hide-out o f  crim i­
nals at Ago Igunu and Ijoko, 
Sango O ta where the trio o f  
Akani Garuba, L ateef Ogun 
and O lalekan Soyeju w ere 
arrested w ith a hum an skull.

“They are at present as­
sisting us w ith inform ation 
on what they intend using the 
skull for, though one o f  them 
had inform ed us that it was 
part o f  items needed for ritual 
purposes,” the police com ­
m issioner said.

A lso arrested  are Peter 
A y in d e , S u n d ay  A y in d e , 
K io m an  A yinde, I s m a ’ila  
Ayinde and Tamason Ayinde, 
all from Benin Republic, who 
w ere accused o f  perfecting 
plans to m urder their nephew

one Afejak Kodjo, who was 
lured to M essan village in 
Iju, Agege from the Repub­
lic o f  Benin for ritual pur­
poses.

“The five suspects who 
are uncles to the victim  have 
confessed to plans to m urder 
th e  v ic tim  w h o  is th e ir  
nephew  for m oney m aking 
r itua ls ,” the com m issioner 
confirmed.

lynched by a mob at Iponri, 
in Surulere, Lagos.

B ased  on  in fo rm atio n  
received, the irate mob had 
set ablaze an arm ed robbery 
suspect, when a team o f  anti­
robbery  po licem en  led by 
one Inspector F. E zem ade 
w e n t to  th e  sc en e  and  
recovered the pum p action 
gun which w as taken to the 
Iponri police station.

Ex-Army major 
charged with robbery
A retired arm y m a jo r ' 

(n am e s  w ith h e ld )  
h as  b ee n  ch a rg ed  

w ith robbery before a Lagos 
C hief M agistrate Court.

T he 53 -year-o ld  m ajor 
an d  one C o llin s  A d en iy i 
Adedapo 35 and others now 
on the run were charged un­
der the robbery and fire arms 
special provision decree No. 
5 o f  1984.

Specifically , the m ajor 
was alleged to have falsely 
told the police that his broth­
ers’ car which was stolen was 
sighted at Lagos State U ni­
versity and requested for po­
lice assistance contrary  to 
section 125 (a) o f  the crim i­
nal code.

The accused arm y m ajor 
according to the police, used

a P eugeot 504 Saloon car 
w ith a fake registration No. 
BM 395GGE to m ount an il­
le g a l ro ad  b lo c k  an d  a t ­
tem pted to  rob one A ngus 
Eze, an offence punishable 
under the robbery and fire 
arms Special Provision D e­
cree.

Before carrying out the 
crim e, the duo and others 
now on the run were alleged 
on August 8, 2001 to have 
conspired together to com ­
m it armed robbery.

No plea w as taken from 
the accused persons. W hile 
adjourning further hearing 
till Septem ber 26, trial m ag­
istrate Mrs. A.O. Ogala or­
dered that the two accused 
p e rso n s  be co m m itted  to  
prison custody on remand

~rom left: the Minister o f  Police Affairs, Chief Steven Akiga, President Olusegun Obasanjo and the Inspector-
General o f  Police, Mr. Musiliu Smith during the Presidential Retreat fo r the Nigerian Police in Abuja.......
August 18, pix: K-ehnedy Egbonodje
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Work starts on Gwarimpa Housing Estate
J L u L sefforr a lT rS id lm l | By Em m anuel Ande the Authonty  is g ° ing to be He m aintained that the ™

"n an effo rt to prov ide 
houses for all residents 

. o f  the F ederal C apital 
I Territory (FCT), w ork has 
now  resum ed on the long 
a b a n d o n e d  G w a rim p a  
housing estate.

The M anaging D irector 
I o f  F e d e ra l H o u s in g  
A u th o r ity  (F H A ), E n g r. 
Ibrahim  M ustapha, in a chat 
w ith  n e w sm e n  in  A b u ja  
stated that FHA is no more 
owing any contractor, saying 
th a t th o se  V ho  are  
c o m p la in in g  o f  n o n ­
paym ent o f  th^ir fees had no 

I certifica tes to certify  such 
| paym ents.

M ustapha said m ost o f  
I the  h o u se s  in  G w arim p a  
I Estate are to be dem olished 
I because o f  the poor w ork 

done by the contractors, a 
situation he blam ed on the 
p a s t g o v e rn m e n t fo r  
aw arding such a sensitive 

I p ro jec t to  con tac to rs w ho 
h av e  no k n o w le d g e  o f  
building.

H e d isc lo se d  th a t the 
I M inistry o f  Foreign Affairs,
I u n io n  h o u se s  and  o th e r  

private firms are involved in 
order to achieve the dream 
o f  having the biggest estate

in N igeria’s capital city.
C o m m e n tin g  on  th e  

re trenchm en t o f  staff, the 
FHA ch ief executive said it 
is to enable the A uthority to 
re fo c u s  an d  re d e f in e  its  
duties to y ield  d em o cra tic ' 
dividends to the people.

He pointed out that since

the A uthority is going to be 
com m erc ia lised , it is not 
p o s s ib le  fo r  it to  
a c c o m m o d a t e  
unresosurceful staff, adding 
that some o f  the sta ff are not 
useful to the authority.

“How can you have 30 
d r iv e rs  w h en  y o u  h av e  
fewers than 20 vehicles?” he 
queried. _______________

He m aintained that the 
survival o f  the FHA purely 
depends on the patronage o f  
the pub lic , no ting  that its 
m ajor obligation is to make 
sure that those who invested 
their m oney got the desired 
benefits. 4

The FHA chief executive 
also disclosed that in the next 
tw o  w e e ks, w o rk  w o u ld

No ripples over Perm Secs’ postings

com m ence on the rebuilding 
o f  the federal housing estate 
in  L u g b e , a p ro je c t  he 
d e s c r ib e d  as the  w o rs t 
a m o n g  F H A  p ro je c ts  in  
Abuja.

He said that m ore than 
h a lf o f  the FHA structures in 
Lugbe w ould be dem olished 
b e c a u s e  o f  th e ir  b ad  
condition.

Head o f  Civil Service 
o f  the Federation , 
A lh a ji  M ah m u d  

Y a y a le  A h m ed , has  
d ism issed  rum ours o f  the 
existence o f  ripples w ithin 
the presidency as a result o f  
the p o stin g  o f  P erm anen t 
Secretaries.

Speaking with newsm en 
in his office, Alhaji Ahmed 
pointed out that much as the 
presidency always ensured 
that no state is left w ithout a 
perm anent secretary, it is not 
its resp o n sib ility  to force 
such perm anent secretaries 
to perform.

H e e x p la in e d  th a t 
periodic postings were done 
to increase efficiency, and 
not as a punitive m easure,

Yayale
B y A ustine Odo

m oreso  as no one shou ld  
m a k e  an y  p la c e  h is 
perm anent abode.

The Head o f  Service said 
the  p o stin g  o f  perm anen t 
s e c re ta r ie s  th o u g h  v e ry  
significant, was one o f  his 
easiest assignments, and that 
such posting had been done 
as a w ay  to  a c h ie v e  
n e c e s sa ry  o rg a n isa tio n a l 
e f f ic ie n c y . H e ad d ed  
however, that public officers 
m ust not em phasise on their 
in d iv id u a l g o a ls , w h ich  
w o u ld  be a g a in s t 
organisational goals, i f  their 
overall aim  w as to have a 
quality to be responsible and 
responsive to the yearnings

o f  the ordinary people.
“The Civil Service must

Alhaji Mahmud Yayale Ahmed, 
Head o f  Civil Service o f  the 
Federation.

a lw ay s g e a r  i ts e lf  to  the 
realisation o f  that laudable 
objective, and in the course 
o f  it, you always can imagine 
exceptions, and enjoy these 
e x c e p tio n s  to  h a p p e n , 
b e c a u s e  y o u  wi l l  learri 
m ore,” he said.

A lh a ji Y ayale stressed 
th a t g o v e rn m e n t w as 
refocusing the civil service 
in a transparent and honest 
way, devoid o f  any ripples 
in the posting o f  permanent 
secretaries.

“There is no ripple and 
there will be none as far as I 
remain the Head o f  Service 
o f  the  f e d e ra t io n ,” he 
concluded.

Patients decry poor services in Garki General Hospital
■f flrelv c i v  mnnthc — ‘ — __ j - _ i iBarely six months after 

the M in is te r o f

F edera l C apita l 
T errito ry  (FC T ), Engr. 
M oham m ed A bba-G ana, 
p rom ised  to change the 
d ep lo rab le  co n d itio n  o f  

government, owned hospitals 
in the FCT, condition in the 
Garki General Hospital has 
worsened as it has now turned 
into a mere consulting clinic.

Some patients who spoke 
to our reporter complained 
that, they hardly see doctors 
to attend to them, as nurses 
alw ays ask those  seeking  

medical attention to wait for 
j doctors, only to wait for over 
six hours without seeing any 
doctor.

M rs. G race Y usuf, a 
patient, told Daily Trust that 
since she was admitted o the 
hospital, only the nurses are 
attending to her, “any time I 
ask the nurses o f the doctor 
who is supposed to attend to 
me, they would tell me that he 
is not around and 1 have spent 
over one week here now,” she 
said.

Mr. Ben Oga, who has a 
patient in the male accident 
ward, told our reporter that 
since he arrived at the hospital 
w ith his elder brother who 
sustained injuries in a road 
mishap, it is only nurses that 
have been taking care o f his 

brother.
O ga said  the G arki 
General Hospital is no more a 
p lace  to save lives, but a 
slaughter ground, a situation 
he blamed on both the poor

attitude o f Nigerian medical 
doc to rs w ork ing  in 
government owned hospitals 
and the lack o f good facilities 

A ehospitals

drugs.
When Daily Trust visited 

the h o sp ita l y es te rday , 
patients were seen abandoned

on their sick beds, even as the 
resident doctors’ strike is long 
over. A nurse  w as seen 
advising other patients to seek

m ed ica tio n  in p riva te  
hosp ita ls , since the Garki 
General Hospital cannot cater 
for them.

lted man attempts suicide

Engr. Mohammed Abba-Gana., 
FCT Minister.

“G overnm ent is not 
serious to equip its hospitals, 
the people in power always go 
abroad for medical treatment 
at the expense o f  tax payers, 
i f  you calculate the money 
government spends to treat 
only Malam Adamu Ciroma, 
the M inister o f  F inance in 
Germany, it can comfortably 
equip over 10 hospitals in the 
country,” he stated.

It would be recalled that 
in February this year when the 
FC T M in is te r  v isited  
government hospitals in the 
Federal Capital Territory he 
promised to give it a human 
face, but till date, the situation 
is growing worse as patients 
p a tro n is in g  the ho sp ita ls  
hard ly  get the p resc rib ed

m id d le  ag e d  
unemployed m an at 

J ^ t h e  w e e k e n d  
allegedly attem pted suicide 
at Karmo, one o f  the satellite 
towns in Abuja after he was 
jil'te^ by his girlfriend.

1 lie man was alleged to 
have  taken  a q u an tity  o f  

I shaving powder after the girl 
[ in fo rm e d  h im  o f  h e r  

in te n t io n ' t o end  the  
relationship for reasons best 
known to her.

Daily Trust gathered that 
the relationship between the 
m an  w ho  a lre a d y  had  a 
teenage daughter and the girl 
had been going on tor the 
past two years until the girl 
decided to call it quits.

It w as also gathered that 
efforts m ade by the man to 
m ake the g irl change her 
d e c is io n  p ro v e d  fu tile ,  
prom pting the man to drink 
the shaving pow der because 
o f  her decision.

N eighbours said  w hen 
the girl was informed that the 
m an had drunk the shaving 
pow der because o f  her, she 
m erely told her inform ants 
th a t it, w as n o n e  o f  h e r  
business, add ing  “I no de 
se ll, I no dey  buy, no be 
w ahalla.”

The m an who was rushed

iy Ik en n a  E m eka O kpanii Z° ne 4 ' s*ie  m a*<es a lot
 ____________ _____ ‘___] or m oney from the zone 4

to h o sp ita l,  D aily  T n  
'g a thered , w as d ischarged  
yesterday,

C lose friends w ho did 
not w ant their nam es in print 
sa-id th e  m an  re sp o n d e d  
rapfjdty to  tre a tm e n t and 
would soon be his Usual self. 

G iv ing  reasons, fo r  the

closerfriends told Daily Trust 
that the: lady was the “father 
o f  the m an” as she w as a 
usual face in the evenings at

• bus in 
f the une

i relatio

:ide
pov\

i that is why

ie sh a v in g  
end said

;m in question had not 
ged her mind despite all

>athisers to reconsider
her decision.

Com m unity leader calls for 
increased security in Tasha

he Igbo com m unity  
leader in Tasha II area 
o f  the Federal Capital

Mr. Dika Bwala,
FCT Police Commissioner.

T errito ry , C hief A gw u 
Onwuka, has appealed to the 
inspector General o f Police, Mr. 
M u siliu  Sm ith  to increase  
security in the area, following 
increased activities by armed 
robbers.

Speaking to new sm en in 
Abuja recently, Chief Onwuka 
said the robbers attacked Tasha 
II a lm ost on a daily  basis, 
thereby  pu tting  the lives o f  
residents in continuous danger. 
He called on police authorities 
to urgently build a police post 
in the a rea  fo r co n stan t 
m o n ito rin g  o f  un law fu l 
activities. According to him, 
that step would be one in the 
direction to rem edy the high 
level o f insecurity in the area.

Sheda 
gets stable 

power 
supply

The people o f  Sheda in 
the  K w ali A rea 
C o u n c il w ill so o n  
b eg in  to  e n jo y  s te a d y  

lectricity supply, courtcsy 
o f  a new transformer that has 
been brought to the place.

T he N atio n a l E le c tr ic  
P ow er A u th o rity , N E PA , 
w ill so o n  in s ta ll  the  
tra n s fo rm e r , w h ich  w as 
provided by the M inistry o f  
Federal Capital Territory 

Residents o f  the village, 
w h ich  has b ee n  w ith o u t 
e lec tric ity  for m any years 
now , h av e  e x p re s se d  
happiness with the provision 
o f  the transformer.

They said it would help 
solve som e o f  the ir socio­
economic problems.

The residents w ho spoke 
to Daily Trust, said they had 
e a r l ie r  a p p e a le d  to  the 
M in is te r  to  p ro v id e  th e  
transformer, and thanked the 
chairman o f  the council, Mr. 
S am u el G w am na fo r h is  
e f fo r ts  in g e t t in g  th e  
tra n s fo rm e r . A fem a le  
resident who asked not be
n am ed . e x p re sse d
displeasure with a situation 
whereby government offices 

'in  the  a re a  , e n jo y e d  
e le c tr ic i ty  su p p ly  w h ile
residents did not.

A n o th er resid en t,
Y akubu Adam u, described!

derriberacY . s a v i ng  ;h

: iippealeti to the counci 1 and
the M in is t ry  o f  F ed e ra l
Capital Territory to  Jocus on 

'
areas within the territory to  
enable rural dwellers feel the 
im pact o f  governm ent and 
the newfound democracy.

. SegunAgagu , 
Minister o f  Power & S teel
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Lawal, Tchoutang 
not wanted at Rod a
D utch club Roda JC 

K erkrade have put 
th e ir  tw o  A fr ic a n  

internationals - Garba Lawal 
and Bernard Tchoutang - up 
for sale.

The team  from Lim burg 
said their squad is too big and 
want to off-load the pair.

Lawal, who played for N i­
geria in the 1998 W orld Cup 
f inal s ,  an d  T c h o u ta n g , a 

tmber o f  C am eroon’s N a­
ns Cup w inning side last 

ear, have beeifplaced on the 
insfer list as a result.

“These 'Hyo players leave 
too often because o f  intem a- 

jnal com m itm ents and that 
e don’t w ant to deal w ith 

anym ore,” said Roda director 
NIol Hendricks.

“W e are prepared to talk 
any clubs about a sale.
In the future, we are also 

going to make sure we don’t 
buy players who we are go­
ing to lose all the tim e because 
they have to go o ff  and play 
fo r th e ir  n a tio n a l te a m s ,” 
Hendricks added.

Roda say they are also not 
nterested in loaning the two 

out but w ant to sell the 27- 
year-old Lawal and 24-year- 
old Tchoutang.

Their transfer listing is the

| By Ismaila Umaru Lere
latest m an ever-increasing 
hardening o f  attitude am ong 
European clubs towards A f­
rican and South A m erican 
players who have regular in­
ternational com mitm ents.

Lawal has been at Roda 
since 1996 and helped them 
win the Dutch Cup in 1997.'

T c h o u ta n g  jo in e d  th e  
D utch o u tfit from  T urkish  
club V anspor at the start o f  
the 1997/98 season.

Velappan slams 
Afro-Asian stadia

T \

i
he Secretary-General 
o f  the Asian Football 
Confederation, Peter 

V elappan, has condem ned 
the stadia being used for the 
Afro-Asian Games.

M r.Velappan called them 
“obso le te” and likened a t­
tem pts to renovate them as 
“ saving a dying cancer pa­
tient.”

He w as in a party o f  Af­
rican and Asian officials who 
w ere in N ew  Delhi over the 
weekend to inspect the facili­
ties for the first Afro-Asian 
gam es due to take place in 
November.

Two stadia will be used 
for the eight team  tou rna­
ment.

The A m bedkar stadium 
is popular w ith local fans, 
though is cramped and basic.

T h e  o th e r  v e n u e , th e  
Jaw aharlal N ehru stadium , 
w hich will hold the opening 
and closing ceremonies, was

b u ilt 20 years ago for the 
1982 Asian Games.

B o th  are  b e in g  r e f u r ­
b ish e d  and In d ia ’s S ports 
M inistry  said they  w ill be 
ready by 30 September.

But critics said it is sim ­
ply an eleventh hour spruc­
ing up o f  old venues.

The line-up for the foot­
ball tournam ent also leaves 
m uch to be desired.

K o re a  an d  J a p a n , th e  
W orld Cup co-hosts, are not 
participating as their players 
are too busy.

A nd in another blow  to 
the  gam es, the  S ecre tary - 
G eneral o f  CAF, M ustapha 
Fahmy, admitted that the four 
African teams would be un­
likely to bring their European 
stars along.

Releasing them  in w hat is 
already  an ex trem ely  busy 
year looks an increasing ly  
dubious prospect.__________

Inter Milan’s Adriano, right is fouled by Real Madrid’s Fernando Hierro, left while Madrid’s Aitor Karanka I 
looks on during the Santiago Bernabeu trophy soccer match in Madrid, Spain. The fou l led to the wining goal 
fo r  Inter as they beat Real Madrid 2-1.________________________

Canadian Embassy lambast Sports Ministry

T t

i
Ihe Canadian Em bassy 
in  A ccra, G hana has 
la m b a s te d  S p o rts  

M inistry  offic ia ls for the ir 
penchant for junketing round 
the world, noting that it was 
the m ain reason it refused to 
issue visas to som e officials 
recently.

The Em bassy said it w as 
aversed to issuance o f  Cana­
dian visa for invalid and ir­
relevant reasons, observing 
that N igerians officials were 
enamoured w ith foreign trips.

The Em bassy had turned 
dow n the request for visas to 
a id e s  o f  S p o rts  M in is te r

By Patrick Andrew
Ishaya M ark Aku when they 
a p p lie d  fo r  v is a s  k to

There are no mafia in Super Eagles -Erico
C o n tra ry  to  D an ie l 

A m o k a c h i’s o u t­
burst in the press re­
cently  that there is a m afia 

group in the national team , 
S u p e r  E a g le s  c o a c h , Jo e  
Erico, has said that there is no 
iota o f  truth in the Am okachi 
claims.

S p eak in g  on  a p o p u la r 
te le v is io n  p ro g ra m m e  in 
Lagos at the weekend, coach 
Erico said that Amokachi was 
not fair to himself, saying that 
the form er Everton FC player 
was not totally fit as at the last 
time he trained w ith the Su­
per Eagles before the Sudan 
match.

The form er NEPA  coach 
m aintained that the technical 
crew was not ready to com ­
promise the ethics o f  the game 
by selecting Am okachi ahead 
o f  fitter and stronger player, 
add ing  th a t the  A m okach i 
could not m ake the team  due 
to these factors.

“ I can  assu re  ^ o u  th a t

From Babs Oyetoro,
in Lagos

there is noting like a m afia 
or clique in the Eagles. W e 
have our standard o f  picking 
p layers. I f  you don’t m eet the

standard you cannot make the 
team ,” he explained.

He assured that N igeria 
would do better in the W orld 
Cup promising that discipline 
w ould be their w atch words

before and during the W orld 
Cup.

C o m m e n tin g  on  th e  
p rep a ra tio n  fo r the W orld  
Cup, the coach said the tech­
nical crew  has m apped out

the strategy o f  m onitoring all 
the Super Eagles’ players in 
their various clubs to  deter­
m ine the ir form s. “W e are 
go ing to  pu t th ree team  in 
place,” he added.

O lym pic C om m ittee 
president Juan Anto-

Samaranch goes
1 o rm er In te rn a tio n a l d a y s  in  a  n o sp ita l in  

L ausanne last m onth after 
returning from the Olympic 
meetings in M oscow, where 
Jacques Rogge was elected 
as his successor.

The IOC said at the tim e 
he was suffering from  “ex­
trem e fatigue.”

A fter his release on 27 
July, Samaranch spent a few

back to hospital
days in Lausanne, then trav- in good spirits.”
e lle d  hom e to  B a rce lo n a , 
w here he is now  receiving 
further treatment.

IO C  D ire c to r-G e n e ra l 
Francois Carrard said: “I am 
told he is staying for som e 
days at the hospital for fur­
ther observations.

“ I sp o k e  w ith  h im  a 
couple o f  days ago and he is

N o  d e ta ils  a b o u t 
Sam aranch’s medical condi­
tion have been released, how­
ever friends have said he is 
being treated for kidney prob­
lems and is undergoing dialy­
sis.

S a m a ra n c h  w as  IO C  
president for 21 years and is 
now  honorarv life president.

Edmonton, Canada to jo in  the 
N igerian athletes participat­
ing in the W orld Cham pion­
ship.

Though the m inister and 
his personal assistant w ere is­
sued visas, o thers w ere re­
buffed by the Em bassy with 
the advice that they should 
cultivate the habit o f  sitting 
dow n  in th e ir  c o u n try  to  
work.

Trustsports learnt from an 
official in the m inistry that 
the em bassy specifically said 
“program m es fo r develop­
m ent w ere planned at home 
not in foreign land nor dur­
in g  fo re ig n  c o n fe re n c e s  
hence your officials should 
better learn to cut dow n on 
unnecessary  foreign trips, 
the official said, adding that 
the sports m inistry w as thor­
oughly em barrassed.

Trustsports recalls that it 
w as not the first tim e the em ­
bassy had rebuffed requests 
for v isa from  sports officials, 
recently w hen the leadership 
o f  the Sports W riters A sso­
ciation o f  N igeria (SW AN) 
ap p lied  fo r v isa  to  enable! 
them  travel to Canada to at­
tend the A IPS C onference, 
the Em bassy declined, a de 
velopm ent that caused N ige 
ria to  fail to  participate at the

Samaranch
n io  Sam aranch  is back  in 
hospital.

Samaranch, 81, spent 11

Maradona regrets taking drugs
"  — iego M aradona said ~ ■ * * • • —  ’

I the biggest regret o fDihis career w as taking 
drugs - but urged the football 
world not to  judge him  on that 
alone.

The 40-year-o ld  A rgen­
tine, w idely regarded as the 
best player in the w orld after

Super Eagles’ coach, Shuaibu Amodu, and two assistants want things straightened out.

Pclc, was suspended from the 
gam e for 15 m onths for drug 
abuse 10 years ago.

M ore fam ously, he w as 
e x p e lle d  fro m  th e  1994 
W orld Cup finals for testing 
p o s it iv e  fo r  b a n n e d  s u b ­
stances.

But in an interview on the 
o f f ic ia l  F IF A  w e b s ite , 
M a ra d o n a  sa id  h e  had  
learned his lesson after three 
positive tests in all.

“The biggest m istake o f  
all was taking drugs,” he said. 
“This one action  saddened 
and hurt m any people espe­
c ia lly  m y  w ife  an d  m y 
daughters.

“ It is som eth ing  I w ill 
never stop regretting but it 
doesn’t make me a monster.”

M aradona claim ed tha t 
gam e had started to becom e 
a lm o s t ro b o tic  s in c e  he 
stopped play ing  four years 
ago.

“M uch m ore im portance 
is now  attached to physical 
conditioning, tactics and de­
fensive p lay  than  to  tech r 
nique and attacking football.

“ S om etim es I w atch  a 
gam e and w onder w hether 
the p layers  have been  re ­
placed by robots.”

A rgentina’s 1978 W orld 
C u p -w in n in g  h e ro  sa id  
today’s players w ere being 
asked to  perform  far too of­
ten.

“O ften they go on to the 
field looking tired and jaded. 
Fans pay a lot o f  m oney to 
see the top teams and play­
ers and w hat they end up get­
tin g  is  o f te n  a 
d isappo in tm ent.”

M a ra d o n a , w h o  no  
longer plays but has 18 sat­
ellite dishes at hom e so he 
can w atch  foo tball w o rld ­
wide, was equally outspoken 
w hen  i+ """>*■ *- -1

wages.
Unlike many in the game, 

he believes the top players 
should earn even more than 
they do.

“Clubs receive the lion’s 
share o f  all transfer fees and 
that is sim ply not right,” he 
said.

“I still don’t  think that top 
players earn enough money.
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Amodu wants
'A to clarify 
his status

< # #

Tffls Space 
Is F o r  
S a le

By Ismaila Umar Lere,
with agency report

$ 1 1 ,0 0 0 .

“I have not really lost 
sleep over the salary that 
I ’m being paid,” he said.

N igerian  football fans 
an d  p u n d its  h a v e  s u g ­
ges ted  th a t fo r A m o d u ’s 
a c h ie v e m e n ts , th e  NFA 
should  raise his m onth ly  
w age to w hat Bonfrere was 
earning - $30,000 per month.

Super E ag les coach 
A m odu Shaibu has 
dem anded  that his 
[ employers clarify his “ac- 

I tual status” after qualifying 
N ig e r ia  fo r  n e x t y e a r ’s 
World Cup finals in Japan 

| and South Korea.
A m odu took over the 

I reigns o f  the national team 
after his p redecessor was 

|sacked .
Former Eagles technical 

I a d v ise r , D u tc h m a n  
Johannes Bonfrere paid the 
price for a string o f  poor re­
su lts  w h ic h  p la c e d  the  
country’s World Cup quali­
fication in jeopardy.

Amodu, the first-hom e 
grown coach to get N igeria 
into a World Cup, said: “All 
I am concerned about now 
is to know m y status.”

“People have asked me 
w hy I am bothered since 
P re s id e n t O lu se g u n  
O basanjo  and everybody 
are saying I should lead the 
team  to the W orld Cup.”

“M y experience in and 
out o f  the national team  for 
seven years has taught me 
to do things properly.”

W hen N igeria qualified 
for Japan and K orea, the 
NFA said it had rewarded 
Am odu w ith a perm anent 
deal to take the team  to the 
2002 African N ation’s Cup 
in M ali and the World Cup 

1 finals.
But speaking about the 

deal as he and his assistants 
see it, A m odu said: “The 
b rie f we were given was to 
qualify for the N ation’s Cup 
and World Cup.” •

“There is now  need for 
I the authorities to-come out 

c lea rly  and  le t us know  
w hat happens next.”

“Until that is ironed out, 
any th ing  can happen  be- 

| cause this is N igeria.”
A m odu  w as f irs t ap- 

I pointed as N igeria’s coach 
| in 1994 but was sacked in 

1997 by the sports authori­
ties at the time for “non-per- 

1 form ance and gross insub- 
| ordination”.

The coach said he was 
I n o t b o th e re d  a b o u t th e  
NFA’s inability to increase 

| his current monthly wage o f
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AS Roma captain Francesco Totti, right, and striker Gabriel Batistuta, cheer after winning the Italian
ainst Fiorentina Rome Ol Stadiumercu Sunda Roma won 3-0.

Brazilian Inter Milan striker Ronaldo pushes the ball past an Enyimba 
defender during the friendly soccer match in Milan on Sunday. The 
match was a testimonial for the Onu International organization and Argentina’s Juan Veron, second left, is mobbed by teammates after he scored against Ecuador during 
the money earned will be used fo r the African and South American their World Cup qualifying match at Atahualpa Stadium in Quito, Ecuador. In the background is 
poor children. — r„.*—  v — j — r  j  * * - • j •* — — -
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Ecuadorean Jaime Kaviedes. Second right is Argentine Hernan Crespo. Others are unidentified.

Strands o f  Fate w r i t te n  i l l u s t r a te d  b y  H u la s; c - M u s ta p h a
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