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Nigeria 1s. 6d (Nl

when ECA is mentioned, has pointed out 
that while everybody can recognise the 
need for economic co-operation in 
Africa, this recognition is not the same 
thing as ** the patient evolution of studies, 
policies and institutions designed to 
satisfy the need and achieve the advant­
age ". Now, he claims, the essential 
“ multinational approach " is becoming 
an increasing reality in Africa, largely as 
a result of ECA’s work in many fields.

It must be remembered, loo, that 
ECA does a great deal of training of 
African experts and, because of the 
scarcity of material and the inadequacy 
of the resources of individual States, has 
itself to do a great deal of research 
before many of the problems with which 
it deals can even be discussed. If, to 
the outsider, ECA’s work in these ten 
years seems largely to consist of organis- 
mg meetings and issuing documents, 
rather than of planning and executing 
actual projects, this reflects less the 
inadequacy of the organisation than the 
situation of the continent. And if the 
meetings have established the multi­
national approach, the documents, in 
Mr. Gardiner’s words, arc probably “ the 
most comprehensive and intensive studies 
of the problems, opportunities and 
measures for the economic development 
of Africa".

A turning point came in 1963 when 
the Addis Ababa conference which 
founded OAU decided that the new 
organisation required ECA assistance. 
Subsequently, OAU made ECA virtually 
its economic arm. This does not mean 
that relations between the two, although 
they arc in the same city (admittedly 
at different ends of it), are happy, and 
Mr. Diallo Telli has told the ECA con­
ference that they arc not.

It is natural that OAU, with its 
small staff and uncertain budget, should 
feel a certain envy of ECA. In its 
imposing premises ECA has a profes­
sional staff of 137 and a non-professional 
one of 236, sustained by a budget of 
S4.65m. The staff and the budget, how­
ever. are not extravagant. That in any 
case, is not the point the critics make; 
they arc concerned that some 40 per cent 
of senior staff arc non-African, but miss 
the point that as this is a UN body,

y^T the first meeting of the Economic 
Commission for Africa, tension 

appeared between the then colonial 
powers and the African spokesmen, since 
the colonial powers were apprehensive 
that, in some way. establishment of the 
Commission, as a United Nations body, 
might lead to " interference" in their 
African territories At the meeting in 
Addis Ababa this week to celebrate 
ECA's tenth anniversary, some African 
delegates have complained of "inter­
ference" from outside the continent in 
the commission’s work.

The African fears expressed this week 
are as baseless as the European fears 
ten years ago. In both cases they arise 
from the fact that ECA is a UN body 
which should be. and is. a means of 
attracting outside assistance for Africa 
and publicising African needs outside the 
continent. Just as ten years go it would 
have been disastrous if ECA had become 
a small colonial body, so now those 
who want is to be narrowly African, 
misundcistand both its function and 
their own needs

In a scries of articles, of which the 
last appears on page 144. a corre­
spondent has surveyed the history and 
work of ECA. Such a commission would 

/ continent, but in 
ice could become 

leaving 
:sia. there 

_ ... Jrica. the 
continent, with 

No fewer

on [ 
tas survcyci 

of ECA. Such a 
be important in any 

importance could 
-------- ...is is simply because, 
aside South Africa and Rhodcsi: 
are 41 independent states in Af., 
greatest number in any 
half a dozen more to come, 
than 27 have populations under five 
million, some under a million; all arc 
poor This means not only that they 
have not the resources for development 
in isolation (there arc many sources of 
assistance for countries in this plight), 
it also means that many kinds of develop­
ment make sense for them only if under­
taken in co-operation with their neigh­
bours. Few have viable economics or 
attractive markets and partly, but by no 
means wholly, as a result of the colonial 
partition of the continent, economic rela­
tions between these slates have been, for 
the most part, tenuous.

In its first ten years what has ECA 
done to meet this challenge? Mr. Robert 
Gardiner, the Ghanaian Executive Secre­
tary, whose name always comes to mind
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sustained by UN money, ihrt 
nothing incongruous in its emplojn 
of non-Africans. And when no Ah 
is available, to refuse to emplo) a a 
African is no sen ice to the continol

The problem of ECA is not its •: 
but its members. The “interfeni 
with its work comes not from otf 
Africa but from within. If Afn 
governments paid heed to ECA s aft 
and attempted, even at some appa 
sacrifice, to implement its recomiwi 
lions, there would be no need tors 
minded and short-sighted compa 
about the alleged interference of ths 
side world in its work.

Francophones and 
Anglo-Saxons 
qpHE adherence of Mauritius to 
* French ■ speaking Afro-Mau 

Common Organisation (OCAM.) rep: 
on page 165. raises again in as 
way an old question: can Enj 
speaking states join OCAM? Maur 

: it is true, is an exception. There 
considerable French-speaking mi- 
there, it is considered (with the 
chelles) to be part of la jrancop'- 
and the Prime Minister himself. 
Seewosagur Ramgoolam. like man 
his officials is bilingual, so he < 
follow the proceedings at OCA. Is 
shasa meeting where he was an ob«

We are told, however, that an) 
can join the OCAM club. prow* 
rules are accepted. The members 
Ghana, for example, has sometimes 
suggested, and there was some m- 
that Kenya might be interested in 
ing. Mauritius has set a precede 
the first Commonwealth country to 
membership of the two associations 
Sir Seewosagur. is complementary

In reality, the adherence of 
English-speaking country of the siz 
influence of Ghana or Kenya to al 
French - speaking organisation 
OCAM. even though the political 
of its leaders may be in line "it 
pragmatic moderation of which 0 

I leaders are proud, presents obstad 
! On the one hand it would esi 
' the organisation as a much £ 

political threat to the OAU than ’ 
sents at the moment: there would 
little difference in criteria for mt 
ship that the one might seem to su 
the other.

Conversely, the ties which unti 
have bound OCAM states together 
been linguistic (all are French-spa 
commercial (all are associates < 
EEC) and cultural (the majority ai 
met French colonies). It has 
difficult enough for the organisat 
digest Congo-Kinshasa, from 
membership most of the orgams 
difficulties have arisen, from Tshoi 
the mercenaries and the UEAC 
The French are very much 
OCAM. and while seeing the Co 
a sphere of cultural expansion, dt

Mgr
W
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iply of Kainji 
st December,

■•hi example of one OCAM leader's concern 
uhoiii Nigeria: President Houphouet-Boigny 
receives refugee Biafran children.
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Hydroelectric 
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Lainji (the site

Dam At Work
“ By a Correspondent

. YVHEN the Niger Dam at Kainji is 
’’ officially opened on Feb 15 the most 

important project in Nigeria’s Six-Ycar 
'.(1962-1968) Development Plan will have 

“come to fruition, despite the general 
2shelving of this plan after 1966. and 

(despite the serious effect on construction 
'of the dam of the disturbances in that 

"'year. The distribution system for the
- dam’s power still has to be completed,
- but, since supply of Kainji power to 
“Lagos began last December, the project

apprehensive that such a large and rich 
addition to the club might be a Trojan 
horse for the Americans How much 
more might the French resist the intru­
sion of the dreaded Anglo-Saxons in 
what could turn out to be an OAU 
takeover bid for OCAM.

President Senghor has rightly said that 
English-speaking Africans are indifferent 
to learning French, and even sometimes 
encourage Fashodas, or anglophone- 
francophone discords in Africa. But he 
is wrong if he believes this to be a 
greater obstacle to unity than France’s 

i continued “special relationship" with 
her former colonics—infinitely more 

I complex and umbilical than the loose 
1 and diverse tics of the Commonwealth 

(the Commonwealth countries have no 
s comparable meeting to OCAM. they 
H only meet as part of a world-wide 
s Commonwealth). In this respect the 
■I preoccupation of OCAM leaders with 
a the Nigerian war, even if their current 
4 attitudes are likely to increase Nigerian 
i hostility to the whole French sphere of 

influence in Africa (see Report, “Is 
g There an OCAM Peace Mission?" on 
j page 165), may in the long run bring 

some benefits from the greater contact 
. and interest involved.

four contenders (who included Dumez. 
French contractors for the Niger bridge 
at Onitsha). At this time a World Bank 
Ioan was for long uncertain, though the 
Bank had already been involved with 
the scheme at many stages; it gave its 
approval to the project in 1963, after 
forming, in 1962. a Consultative Group 
of aid-giving countries to seek finance 
for Nigeria’s Development Plan. The 
Bank in March 1964 loaned S30m. to the 
Electricity Corporation of Nigeria for 
general construction of transmission 
lines and distribution facilities. Initial 
site works at Kainji had already begun 
when the World Bank made a loan of 
S82m. (£30m.) for the Dam—its most 
important contribution to the project.

By the end of 1964 a total of S238m. 
(£85m.) had been committed, including 
S84m. (£30m.) from the Nigerian 
Government. S82m. (about £30m.) from 
the World Bank, S26-lm. from Italy, 
S15m. from Canada, S14m. from the 
UK, Slim, from the USA, and S6m. 
from the Netherlands. With this help 

proceeded smoothly for about two 
The dam itself, 215 feet high 

1,800 feet across, was at an ad­
vanced stage, and coffer dams built 
across the right hand stream of the 
river to divert the flow, by the middle 
of 1966. Then, in September 1966, came 
trouble—first a minor strike following an 
accident, and then the pogroms, in which 
several Eastern Nigerian workers at the 
dam site were murdered; 1.000-1,500 
others were evacuated by Impregilo 
after this, leaving a big shortage of 
skilled labour. This was replaced very 
soon, however, and the departure of 
many Italian workers about the same 
time had only a limited effect on work.

The last bucket of concrete was poured 
into the dam on July 1967. With the 
closing of the intake gates a year later 
the harnessing of the river was complete. 
The flow of water through the spillways 
was then (August 1968) stopped while 
the lake level rose to the required level, 
and later resumed; during dry seasons the 
flow will continue, and the lower level of 
the Niger below the dam at those times 
will, it is thought, be compensated partly 
by tributaries, such as the Kontagora and 
Oli rivers not far below Kainji; but atten­
tion is being given to the supply of water 
downstream from the dam.

The power house contains four 80 mW 
generating sets; provision has been made 
to increase the number to 12, raising 
capacity to 960 megawatts.

The UN Development Programme is 
financing the intial operation of a Kainji 
Lake Research Centre; and it is thought 
10,000 tons could be added from the 
lake to Nigeria’s annual river fish catch. 
One beneficial side-effect of the project 
has been the pioneering for the sake of 
workers of pest and health measures; 
river blindness (onchocerciasis) has been 
brought under 95 per cent control in 
the dam area by river dosing techniques, 
and malaria has been reduced by bush 
spraying.

as a whole has been completed almost 
exactly on schedule, despite the disrup­
tion due to the war—which has affected 
imports through Lagos port, for example, 
though the dam is far from the war (it is 
about-220 miles NNE of Lagos).

The possibility of constructing a 
on the River Niger was considered 
1951. In 1954, the Electricity Corpor 
tion of Nigeria (ECN) commissioned tl 
Netherlands Engineering Consultants 
(Ncdcco) to undertake a navigation 
survey of the Niger and Benue; then 
Nedeco were commissioned, with Bal­
four Beatty, UK engineering consultants, 
to study tlic feasibility of siting a dam 
on the Niger above its confluence with 
the Benue. At the same time, two other 
firms of consultants. Sir Alexander Gibb 
& Partners and Preece Cardew & Rider, 
were asked to survey a site for a dam 
at Shiroro on the Kaduna river.

The UN Special Fund, the agency (now- 
merged in the UN Development Pro­
gramme) co-ordinating technical assist­
ance for pre-investment projects, agreed 
in Dec. 1959 on a more detailed survey 
of the possibility of harnessing the Niger 
river’s power. The World Bank was 
chosen as executing agency, and carried 
out the survey between March 1960 and 
April 1961, aided by Balfour Beatty and 
Ncdeco It recommended that, as the 
first stage of the project, a dam and a 
power facility with 
320.000 kW. an auxili: 
locks and a power 
should be built, at a total cost of Si 
(£74m. at the then exchange 
was also suggested that hy 
facilities might be set up 
miles downstream from K: 
suggested for the main dam), and at 
Shiroro Gorge: these could 
nearly Im. extra kW of power. 
Development Plan the projee 
estimated at £68m. for the 
which would include a dam, 
station, a s;-----
voir suitable for fishin" 
The second and third pha 
sist of the subsidiary dam 
Bank plan.

It was estimated that the dam would 
pay for itself by electricity generation 
alone (though it was always possible that 
natural gas might provide a cheap alter­
native means of power generation); but 
many important subsidiary benefits were 
hoped for, including facilities for large- 
scale irrigation in a relatively poor and 
underpeopled area (about 60,000 people 
had to be resettled because of the Lake, 
which flooded old Bussa.

A Niger Dams Authority and Niger 
Dams Advisory Board were created in 
1962. Balfour Beatty and Ncdeco, still 
Consultants to the project, invited ten­
ders for the main contract in 1963, after 
contracts had been awarded for pre­
liminary work. In 1964 Impregilo s.p.a. 
of Milan, contractors for the Volta and 
Kariba Dams (and, now, for the planned 
Kossou Dam in Ivory Coast) won the 
main contract; their tender of £35-5m. 
was lower than that of any of the other
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10 YEARS OF ECA: 4

Linking up the Mini-States
This week, at its nintli full session, 

celebrates the tenth anniversary of its

Improved transp 
at least help to

there is no proper 
ing services csscr 
nature. ‘ ~ 
was t

study co-opcr
ing countries,
ways and harbours (co-oper 

’ )g of airways, as she 
African Airways < 

after i

the UN Economic Commission for Africa 
foundation. In a final article on ECA our 

correspondent describes its efforts to improve transport between African countries, 
and to promote industry .

pjROM all ECA’s multifarious fields,
I select two for examples of what 

ECA might do for Africa. They 
co-ordination of transport and indus 
promotion.

In colonial days transport systems 
were designed to convey the produce of 
each African country to ports, and were 
directed primarily at overseas trade with 
the metropolitan powers. Although there 
was considerable co-operation among 
the various territories of the two French 
colonial federations, in West and Central 
Africa, there was virtually none between 
them and non-French African countries. 
Trade between African countries is very 
small, but it could and should increase.

sport between them could 
o increase it, even if it is 

unrealistic to pretend that the absence 
of transport between them is the chief 
reason for the low level of trade.

One of the earliest jobs of ECA was to 
iration between ncighbour- 
;, in the use of roads, rail- 

iration in the 
running of airways, as shown by the 
West African Airways Corporation, 
actually worsened after independence 
chiefly because Dr. Nkrumah wanted a 
separate airline).

So far, as in other fields, ECA has not 
done much beyond research and outline 
planning in transport. But a West Africa 
transport conference discussed, among 
other things, standardisation of vehicle 
legislation and signals, called for a study 
of soil stabilisation in roads and con­
crete surfaces, and the use of local 

rmanent body 
of a s

major recommendation accepted. 
USAID is completing a study of Middle 
Africa transportation, which will cover 
copperbclt area of the Congo, Zambia, 
Tanzania, Malawi, Uganda. Rwanda, 
Burundi and Botswana.”

In West Africa according 
ture in Self-Reliance,” the i

materials. It suggested a perr 
for the creation and running 
regional transport network in 
Africa for land-locked countries.

There has also been a study of the 
problems of transport across the Sahara, 
resulting in an application to the UN 
for finance for a pre-investment study.

More important, in 1964 the Secre­
tariat arranged detailed studies, with the 
co-operation of non-African countries, of 
sub-regional transport networks. A team 
from Federal Germany prepared a study 
which covered Niger, Upper Volta. 
Ghana, Togo, Dahomey and Nigeria. A 
Belgian team prepared a report on pos­
sible transport developments in an area 
embracing Chad, Cameroon, the Central 
African Republic, Gabon, the two 
Congos. Burundi and Rwanda. A French 
team studied similar problems in Mauri­
tania. Mali, Senegal, Gambia, Liberia 
and the Ivory Coast. An Italian team 
studied transport developments in the 
Sudan, Somalia and Ethiopia.

A preliminary study of eight proposed 
road links within the Chad Basin area 
has been completed at the request of 
the Chad Basin Commission, and its

; to “A Ven- 
------------ , — booklet pro­

duced by Mr. Robert Gardiner, the 
Executive Secretary, to mark the tenth 
anniversary of ECA, “consideration of 
transport problems has gone beyond the 
preliminary examination of proposals 
As a result of a meeting which took place 
in Lome in March I968, it has been 
recommended that pre-mvestment studies 
be made of the following links: (a) 
Ouagadougou-Lome trunk road through 
Koupela and Bhtta. (b) Ouagadougou- 
Niamey trunk road, (c) links between 
Upper Volta and Dahomey, (d) liaison 
between Niger and Dahomey, and (e) 
trunk roads from cast to west A similar 
development in areas west of the Ivory 
Coast will mark a significant advance 
towards the creation of a West African 
road network extending from Mauritania 
to Nigeria."

In river transport there is a current 
study of the navigability of the Niger 
with assistance from the Netherlands.

ECA has been active, too, in attempts 
to improve and co-ordinate African air­
lines and civil aviation facilities. Mr. 
Gardiner notes that African countries 
understand that the advent of giant air­
craft makes small national lines even 
more unviable.

The Secretariat has made a survey of 
shipping freight rates in West Africa, 
and has discussed arrangements for 
improving port efficiency and co-opera­
tion between existing shipping lines and 
prospective national lines Today 15 
African countries operate their own ship­
ping lines and the Secretariat hopes that 
these will become multi-national and 
that land-locked countries will be able 
to participate in them. Stabilisation of 
freight rates is urgently necessary.

In the field of transport. Mr. Gardiner 
says finally, it can be claimed that some 
progress has been made. “ The principle 
has been accepted that without an 
appropriately planned network. intra­
African trade will be difficult if not 
impossible to foster. Moreover, it has 
been accepted that machinery 
nomic co-operation in each si 
will include a specialised body 
field of transport. The scattered 
of multi-lateral and bilateral donors are 
being brought together and, if under the 
leadership of the ADB priorities can be 
established, a programme in which 
individual countries, sub-regional groups 
and international organisations could 
carry out allotted functions could be

launched."
Development of industry is an ob>..i 

field for ECA. Very few Africanfc- 
offer individually an adequate market'd 
most modern industries, and very I; 
have even the technical resource!! 
attract outside industrialists. It is h 
that a reduction in import and «,r; 
duties and harmonisation of procedi;, 
and improvement in transport, beta 
African countries may be as impor. 
in the development of industry asdn 
promotion. But promotion of im® 
was one of the first tasks set for H 
with the emphasis on mterf 
co-operation, usually “ sub-regional.

On this basis the following in® 
have been examined in detail and 
investment oppoi (unities in thcm 
been publicised: bricks, cerarnics.ru 
lories, rubber, textiles, electrot 
cement, cement-based mdustnes. i 
thetic fibres, beverages, tobacco, bap 
bagging materials, paint, glass, a 
and shoes, non-ferrous metal in 
engineering industries, furniture, F 
leum. iron and steel, chenuca 
fertilizers, pulp and paper, 
mechanised timber industries.

Conscious that in many cases only 
side private capital could produce 
the funds and the technical rcsoi 
ECA convened a conference of B 
trialists and financiers in Addis 
in 1967 to interest commercial pcof 
industrialised countries in A 
industrialisation.

Great imponanw -----
small-scale industries. Thes 
Gardiner, hold prospects of 
results and offer a suitable n 
developing African entrepreneurial 
city. A pilot advisory centre was set 
Niamey in 1966, to serve the West 
can sub-region. The centre has chan 
technical assistance and advice to 
African governments.

Such contributions to industrial 
opment, concludes the Executive 
tary, cannot be measured in terms 
number of factories constructed, 

er yardstick for n 
_ , __entially of an at 
ire. “The central concern oi 
to make industrialisation a fi 

human attainment and not an id 
human admiration.” The advant; 
accelerated . industrial deveh 
through sub-regional co-operati' 
obvious, but they are not c. 
achieve. “Therein lies the challcng 
sidcrablc groundwork has been < 
the last decade to meet this ch 
The practical details of co-opcratv 
been submitted to searching exam 
The benefits of co-ordinated iti 
development have been technical 
onstrated. The essential instituti 
accelerated industrial dcvelopm 
well on the way to their establis

The immediate tasks are to < 
multi-national industrial instituti 
policy and programming, pr< 
standardisation and research; i 
realisation of selected multi­
projects.

cerarnics.ru
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Power Mike and cement bag
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■i

guri, then in Kano. His strength, he 
says, was something he was born with, 
and was not built up with weightlifting. 
He used to do various strong-man acts 
for free at street-corner shows, at parties 
or in clubs, until five years ago he was 
persuaded to make a living from it. He 
was sponsored by the Nigerian Bottling 
Company (he appeared in the Coca Cola 
ads, under the slogan “Gives You 

red the whole federa­

tion saw a considerable expansion of fin­
ancial and technical co-operation through 
the medium of the Development Fund. 
There was the increase from S581m. to 
S800m of the Fund, the introduction of 
loans as well as grants, which meant 
more aid for industrial development; the 
possibility of short term advances for 
price stabilisation; and the increased con­
centration on agriculture. He also under­
lined the organs provided for by Yaoundd 
—the Council of Association, the Eur- 
Afncan parliamentary conferences, etc — 
as a beneficial "permanent dialogue”, and 
concluded by saying that the associates’ 
preferences were for "protection" rather 
than “ discrimination", and their aban­
donment would condemn certain 
associates to "an inadmissible economic 
and social regression".

ment had been net 
countries, 
Treaty of 
by indepe 
essential [ 
Yaoundd 
the structure of commercial exchanges, 
founded on the reciprocal preferential 
tariff areas. By June 1, 1968, the tariffs 
of all associates had been almost com­
pletely aligned with the treaty, but at the 
same time there was a provision for asso­
ciates to protect their infant industries.

Although it was difficult to interpret 
statistics of the last ten years, M. 
Rochcrcau stressed that while France 
suffered slightly from the association 
agreement, the exports from associates* 
to EEC countries other than France had 
increased between 1958 and 1967 at the 
rapid rate of 16-9 per cent a year. Over­
all exports of associates to the EEC only | 
increased at 6 per cent a year, a figure . 
less than those of the “ third world" as 
a whole to the EEC. especially Latin- I 
America, North Africa, and non-associ- 
ated Africa. The same trends are shown 
in the figures of associates’ imports | 
from the EEC. however. M. Rochcreau ' 
also emphasises that the second associa- j

Built-in Strength
1 am interested to sec that next Sunday. 

February 9, what is described as a 
“ Power Challenge” is being held at St 
Pancras Town Hall between a British 
challenger and " Power Mike." billed as 
“ the strongest man in Africa.’’ Power 
Mike is in fact Mike Okpala, a Biafran 
from the Awka area, who has been in 
Europe (partly in London, partly in 
Greece) for more than a year now and 
has recently done his act on the David 
Frost Show and on the children's 
programme Blue Peter. After schooling 
in the former Eastern Region he moved 
North some ten years ago as a trader 

realities which dealing in rubber tyres, first in Maidu- 
~ lay. he said. I____

had proved 
irfcctly viable, and had, notably, ’ 
1 all the changes there had been I 

_  ..58. He stressed par­
ticularly, that although the first agree- i 

h-.d been negotiated by European 
the second one, the Yaounde 

1964 had been freely negotiated 
jendent states. There were two | 
points he wanted to make about j 
J: firstly there was no change in 
— _<• -- 1 ...->-angCS

rential

It is now just over ten years since the 
first agreement associating African coun­
tries with the European Common Market 
came into force, at the same time as the 
EEC itself, on January 1, 1959. Reflect­
ing on the last ten years of association 
at a meeting last month at the Royal 
Institute of International Affairs, 
Chatham House, London. M Henri 
Rochcrcau, who is the member of the 
Commission of the European Communi­
ties with special responsibility for Over­
seas Development Aid (and was visiting 
London for talks on aid to developing 
countries), recalled that the < 
ciation was an integral part 
of Rome, as all the black A 
tries were at that stage overseas territories 
of France France itself had raised the 
problem in the discussions leading up to 
the Rome Treaty, because of the 
extremely close economic links she had 
with these territories, which “ might have 
threatened the formation of the Com­
mon Market " In the face of this, the 
options were to integrate the territories 
into the Market, or exclude them by 
making them totally “ third countries".

Neither of these was acceptable, so 
the compromise of " association” was 
reached, as "a pragmatic attempt to 
adapt the new European creation to 
economic and political 
they could not ignore " Toda) 
the formula of association h« 
itself per’ 
survived 
in Africa since 1951
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For over fifty years the bank has been associated with 
the trade and development of Ghana. Today, our 

sixty-three offices there keep us in continual contact 
with commerce, industry and agriculture, and give 

us an unrivalled knowledge of local conditions. This 
knowledge is freely available to all businessmen; if it 

would be useful to you, write to or telephone
R. J. Crankshaw, Business Development and International Division, 

54 Lombard Street, London E.C.3 (01-626 5656).

Bank 0.GO.
Britain's Largest Overseas Bank

Barclays in 
GHANA
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By a correspondent

Anomer west aincan ui me news hi ycars ag0; 
London recently, although indirectly, is of ma|prac

Scott.

K LINE

Griot

West Africa
via Hong Kong, Singapore and Cape

(KAWASAKI KISEN KAISHA, 
LTD.) Tokyo & Kobe, Japan

Jimmy, 
session man"

Progress of 
.fiJS the Probes

story,” 
playing 
but I i 
could

General Agents in U.K. A continent 
KAVffiSMLl (LONDON) LTD.

17, St. Helen’s Place, London, E.C.3.

:port on 
under Sir 
something 
Some Con; 
able documents for

rchasing, which deals 
dissolved UGFCC, 

organisation 
for the Mar-

Also accepting cargo to/from other 
West African ports, direct or with 

transhipment.

Further deuih tnd (pace bookinp abuiinailt 
through our atenu:

PALM LINE AGENCIES OF 
NIGERIA, LTD., LAGOS, 

PALM LINE (AGENCIES) LTD., 
ACCRA,

tion giving demonstrations of strength, 
including his acts of picking up a full 
bag of cement in his teeth (see r’~* ' 
carrying two girls on each arm, bcnuing 
a rod of iron in his mouth, and pulling 
two cars along together. In May 1966 
his tyre store was burnt down in the 
Kano riots, and in July 1966 he left 
Nigeria for Ghana, from where he pro­
ceeded on a West African tour. From 
his book of press cuttings, one can see 
he travelled widely in Dahomey, Togo, 
Cameroon, Ivory Coast, the Gambia 
and Senegal. In the last two countries 
(known for the popularity of wrestling) 
he seems to have had especial success. 
Although not a wrestler himself, since 
going to Greece last year, he has taken 
it up, and is now anxious to return to 
Africa doing wrestling as well as the 
strong man stuff.

Monthly Direct Express Service Japan to and from

Cull ins at:
MATADI, LAGOS/APAPA, 

LOME, TEMA, MONROVIA, 
FREETOWN, ABIDJAN.

WHEN General Ankrah set forth the 
civilian rule timetable last May and 

October he said nothing to suggest that 
the “cleaning-up” of the Nkrumah 
regime, through commissions of enquiry 
and prosecutions, should be completed 
before civilian rule returns. As the NLC 
has attached considerable importance to 
the exposure and punishment of the fin­
ancial misdeeds of that regime, it might 
be expected that it would insist on seeing 
this job through before handing over. But 
a glance at the work still to be done by 
the Commissions will show that if civilian 
rule were delayed until their completion, 
it might be delayed a long time.

About 50 commissions and committees 
of enquiry were appointed after the fall 
of the Nkrumah regime, nearly three 
v.-ire non; many were into allegations 

malpractices, corruption, and other 
alleged offences by members of the old 
regime; the Apaloo Commission into the 
“Kwamc Nkrumah properties,” for. 
example, and the Kom Commission (into 
the Workers’ Brigade). These touched on 
political aspects of the old regime, though 
the Workers’ Brigade probe, for example, 
dealt simply with actions by officers of 
the Brigade, not with the politics in which 
it was involved. Concentration has gener­
ally been on financial affairs and financial 
crimes. Only a few of these commissions 
dealing with these have touched on high- 
level Government actions. Among these 
few are the Apaloo Report already men­
tioned, the Azu Crabbe commission (into 
NADECO, the company formed to fin­
ance the CPP), and the Ollennu Commis­
sion (into import licences). These three 
presented their reports before the end of 
1967.

Many commissions dealing with finan­
cial offences have examined organisations, 
companies, and other bodies of varying 
importance, working under the old 
regime. Examples are the Housing Cor­
poration (Effah Commission); a state 
enterprise, the Furniture and Housing 
Corporation (Tsegah Committee); and the 
Cargo Handling Co. (Korantcng-Addow 
Commission). Reports on these show 
how the Nkrumah regime impinged on 
many aspects of life. So does the interest­
ing report of the de Graft-Johnson Com­
mittee on cocoa pure1—1— • •
at length with the ____  .
which was the CPP farmers’ 
and sole purchaser of cocoa : 
keting Board.

Some other aspects of the old regime 
have not been extensively probed. But 
the Ribeiro-Ayeh report gave interesting 
details about the Publicity Secretariat and 
various Nkrumah publications, while the 
report on prisons by the Commission 

Edward Asafu-Adjaye said 
_ about Preventive Detention, 
immission reports will be valu- 

futurc historians; the

Is Ob-la-di 
Deep Urhobo?

Another West African in the news in 
London recently, although ——!------
the musician Jimmy Scott. Jimmy, is 
what is called a “session man" on 
Conga-drums, has been around on the 
British music scene for 20 ycars or so 
(having originally been a seaman) and 
has become known for what he calls his 
“ words," phrases of what the Americans 
call scat. One of his favourite phrases— 
"Ob-la-di, ob-la-da, life must 
was perchance taken up by ti 
and made into a song which t 
British charts for three weeks 1 
and is still an outstanding 
Jimmy, not surprisingly feels 
about this, especially as th; 
has a West Indian 
because Ob-la-di is Jimi 
have my

an, and nobodj
>out but me,” h

it go on”— 
the Beatles 
topped the 

; last month
success, 

s grieved 
:ially as the Beatles’ song 
an rhythm attached to it, 
Ji is Jimmy Scott: “I 

whole Ob-la-di thing going, 
man, and nobody knows what it’s all 
about but me,” he says. He has made 
his own record called “ Ob-la-di Ob-la-da 

and plans to bring out a long- 
; record in which it is explained, 
gather from his friends that it 
mean something in "deep 

Urhobo.” For Jimmy is from the Scott- 
Emuakpor family of Warri in the 
Midwest State, and like so many Warn 
families is half Itsckiri, half Urhobo. 
Despite the fact that his " words” were 
stolen, he has been able to reap some 
of the fame of the phrase. I went to 
a concert that he took part in recently 
in London at the Round House, Chalk 
Farm, Mecca of the avant-garde, at 
which his newly formed group, which 
includes several Nigerians, provided a 
welcome change from the preceding 
soundstorm of the Pink Floyd (the 
centrepiece of whose act is frying an egg 
in front of the microphone). He plays a 
mixture of all styles, he says, rhythm 
and blues, high-life as well as the famous 
"soul" which is currently devastating 
Nigeria’s popular music.
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But

No matter how 
much you learn 
by working 
an reading...

people 
reports,

HANOVER 
------ ’69 

Saturday. April 26 
— Sunday, May 4 

Marfcotplaca ol th* 
WorWe tnduatrtaa

Experts in research, Information. Contacts,
production and distribution Know more. Do better, 
will let you in on their - - - - ■
know-how. F
Products, materials, methods. 
Technological innovations. j AA fxS
Hanover's credo: Important 
trade fairs in one place [tw
at one time. ISjQ

... you can still do better 
at the Hanover Fair!

Ethiopia Alcmkah Pvt. Ltd. Co., 
Asmara (Eritrea), Tel. 12933 
Kenya Jos. Hansen & Soehno 
(E.A.) Ltd., Government Road, 
Pioneer House, Nairobi, 
Tel. 23966/7/fl
Liberia Breckwoldt & Co. (Lib.) 
Ltd , Randall Street (Watco Build- 
ins), Monrovia, Tel. 22173

Malawi J. Abegg Limited, Llmbe, 
Tel. 5224/5____________________

You must visit!
Tanzania Jos. Hansen & Soc! 
(Tanzania) Ltd., Holland Hout 
Ohio Street, Dar-Es-Salaam, 
Tel. 21645
Uganda JoS. Hansen & Soehi 
(Uganda) Ltd., 4, Kampala Ro 
Kampala, Tel. 2342,2877

(the old Guinea Press) will, and si 
the Wiredu Commission into the Fi 
Corporation, and the Acolatse-S 
Commission of enquiry into the Da 
Marketing Corporation. This last 
sented its report to the NLC about; 
ago, and there has been some cri 
of the delay in publishing it (the he 
of this commission, and some c 
were in camera).

Since a White Paper is issued will 
report, some 
can be exj 
reports, as 
But mar" 
expectea iu

Nigeria Jos. Hansen &Soehne 
(Nigeria) Ltd., 31-33 Martin Street, 
Hamburg House, Lagos, 
Tel. 219 67,24406
Ponteco Bangui — Brazzaville — 
Pointe-Noire

Rhodesia HANRHO Manufacturers & 
Distributors (Pvt.) Ltd.. Century 
House East, Baker Avenue, Salis­
bury, Tel. 221 96,60945

Sierra Leone Breckv/oldt & Co. 
(S.L ) Ltd., Ross Road, Freetown, 
Tel. 3881/2
Sudan Jos. Hansen & Soehne (S) 
Ltd., Contomichalos Building, 
Behind the Parliament, Khartoum, 
Tel. 70108
Socopao Abidjan — Bamako — Zambia Jos. Hansen & Soehi 
Cotonou - Dakar — Douala — Fort- (Zambia) Ltd., Fourth Street, 
Lamy-Libreville-Niamey- |<dola, Tel. 2942 
Ouagadougou — Port-Eticnno — *
Port-Gent II-YaoundS

delay before publi 
cpected in the case of 
; of others already pub! 

lany of those mentioned c 
__ cd to be published in the nei 

months; the only commissions 
seem nowhere near publication of 
reports arc the three Assets Conunc 
headed by Mrs. Justice Annie Jiagg 
Justic E. N. Sowah and Mr. J. S. M 
Plangc Nothing has been publtsf 
a result of the immensely pains 
examination these have made fl 
careers, marriages, cars, bank acc 
properties, houseboy wages and 
minutiae of daily life of numeroi 
rtSgime leaders, except a part fl 
Sowah Commission’s findings a 
people, including five cx-Ministen 
three commissions arc still at worl 
all have large numbers to deal 
particularly the Jiagge Comm 
Unless the coming civilian Gover 
decides otherwise the Commissio 
Enquiry may be with Ghana for; 
time.

dom of the courts, also suggests either 
that the commissions may sometimes 
have recommended prosecution on (by 
judicial standards) uncertain evidence, or 
that the laws (all passed under the old 
regime) under which trials were held have 
too many loopholes. Anyway, some 
Ghanaians complain that the biggest 
profiteers under the old rdgimc are still 
scot-free.

Apart from this, the Commissions have 
not all presented their reports, and some 
have not finished their work. We have 
still to read reports on the Accra City 
Council (Akyea-Djamson Commission), 
the Food Marketing Corporation 
(Amoafo committee), the Black Star Line 
(Francois Commission), the Kumasi Citv 
Council (Totoe Commission), the funds 
of the TUC (Munufic Commission) and 
the Preventive Detention Act (probed by 
two University men. Dr. Adu Boahen 
and Dr. K. E. de Graft-Johnson). Mr. 
Justice Ollcnnu, who headed the import 
licences enquiry, is now heading an 
enquiry into the finances of the Uni­
versity of Ghana; and there is another 
headed by Mr. P. E. N. K. Archer, into 
Cape Coast University College.

These will probably not deal in any 
important way with the Nkrumah 
regime; nor, presumably, will Mr. Justice 
Fred K. Apaloo’s probe into the Land 
Laws or Mr. Justice C. E. H. Coussey’s 
into Forestry Reserve Settlement.
Mr. Cromwell Quist’s enquiry into the 
Star Publishing Co. and New Times Ltd

Ollennu report is a classic study of cor­
ruption encouraged by sweeping minis­
terial powers, the Apaloo report gives 
an impression of a spendthrift life led 
by Dr. Nkrumah and many of his minis­
ters, and the Asafu-Adjaye report is 
valuable for its section on Dr. Danquah 
and on prison conditions.

But the Commissions and Committees 
of Enquiry have not led to many prose­
cutions; some, after months of pains­
taking enquiry, recommend none at all 
It has been entertaining for the Ghanaian 
public to sec former politicians forced to 
account for every penny they spent at 
certain times, or to list their wives and 
children, or to reveal certain behind-the- 
scenes transactions with overseas 
businessmen that were never meant to 
become known; but one object of the 
exercise was punishment of the guilty. 
The heads of commissions arc nearly all 
judges and lawyers who, if they do not 
(as they are not always obliged to) follow 
the same laws of evidence as courts must 
follow, know that these laws must be 
taken into account. So they could be 
expected to show caution in recom­
mending prosecution, and not to do so 
when the evidence seems likely to be 
insufficient for conviction; sure evidence 
in cases of bribery, corruption, fraud, 
embezzlement and similar offences may 
often be very hard to find. But the 
frequency with which the courts acquit 

prosecuted after commissions' 
while it speaks well for the free-
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BOAC 
takes good care of you 
IN ASSOCIATION WITH NIGERIA AIRWAYS

past. 
Leone, 
optimis

Next week. West Germany’s 74-year- 
old President, who is making a West 
African tour before his retirement, is to

or both. Dr.
This might 

jscnt holding 
is lying very 
" j himself 

isition. For the future 
must belong to those 

I rather than those who 
:tiling scores from the 
i Nigeria and Sierra

JJOLITICAL interest in Ghana is now 
focused on the Constituent 

Assembly. Officially parties are still not 
allowed to operate; but nothing could be 
more political than the atmosphere in 
which the assembly meets, and is 
discussed outside. But as September 30, 

still 
for

heSpeect 
of lence.

The BOAC VClO’s engines are at the 
rear, out of earshot of the passengers.

Ask your Travel Agent for a little 
VClOdemess next time you fly abroad.

And travel at the speed of silence.

the date for return to civilian rule, 
approaches only two names are Suu 
mentioned with any confidence 
civilian leadership—those of Dr. Busia 
and Mr. Gbedcmah. This is extra­
ordinary, since both made their political 
reputations many years ago. one as leader 
of the opposition to Dr. Nkrumah, the 
other as Osagyefo’s lieutenant. It might 
be said indeed that this is the only signi­
ficant difference between their political 
stands; and since Mr. Gbcdcmah, too, 
moved over to oppose Dr. Nkrumah and, 
like Dr. Busia, was for a long lime in 
voluntary exile, it might be asked why 
they cannot join forces. It is a profound 
difference of personality rather than of 
tribal origin (Dr. Busia. an academic, 

, conics from the royal family of the Brong 
’ State of Wcnchi, while Mr. Gbcdemah is

a very competent self-made Ewe busi­
nessman) which ensures that for the time 
being, at any rate, they will be rivals. 
Mr. Gbcdcmah, however, has no embryo 
party behind him, while Dr. Busia has 
the old United Party. Inside this, how- 

• ever, his lead is challenged by Mr. Joe 
Appiah, also once one of Dr. Nkrumah’s 
closest lieutenants but later one of his 
most famous detainees. Dr. Busia is now 
in the Constituent Assembly, Mr. 
Gbcdemah outside. What effect this will 
have on their relative political fortunes 
(Mr. Gbedcmah still has to be cleared 
by the Jiaggc Commission on assets of 
former leaders of the Nkrumah regime) 
I don’t know. Ghanaians who favour a 
“third force,” which would make a 
national appeal to counter the incipient 
tribalism of Ghanaian politics, and 
attempt to use the talents of former CPP 
men, together with people who previously 
stayed well away from politics, feel that 
they might, when their own strength is 
established, call on either, < “
Busia and Mr. Gbcdcmah.
suggest that the man at pres 
back—and Mr. Gbcdemah is 
low—could in the long run find 
in the stronger pos;’;”" c"“ 
in Ghana surely i 
who look forward 
base politics on scttlinj 

Events in N.’L
•, however, do not support that 
istic view.
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(LIVERPOOL) LIMITED
Marked recovery in Group's fortunes
Mr. P. B. Hunter envisages 
further progress in current year
The 72nd Annual General Meeting of John Holt & 
Company (Liverpool) Limited will be held on the 28th 
February in Liverpool. The following are extracts from 
the Statement of the Chairman, Mr. P. B. Hunter, circu­
lated with the Report and Accounts for the year ended 
31st August, 1968:—

In my statement last year to the members of the company, I said 
that there were encouraging signs of improvement and I forecast 
that even If the Nigerian dispute were not settled, we should make a 
small profit. Events have provedthatthls was a pessimistic view. The 
signs of Improvement which I then saw, continued and increased 
throughout the year with the result that the trading profit for the year 
amounted to-£853,000, which compares with a loss of £355,000 in the year ended 31st August, 1967.

i The breakdown of the profit figure appears In the Directors’ 
Report. This shows that, in spite of the continuation of the war in 
Nigeria, our West African activities were ableto return encouragingly 
Improved results. The drop In turnover reflects the fact that we 
have, throughout the whole year, been cut off from our trading 
ventures, motor agencies and other activities in the East of Nigeria.

Improvement was also achieved in the wines and spirits side of 
our business, which now accounts for approximately one quarter 
of the Group's turnover and profit before charging Finance and Group central administration expenses.

By taking advantage of opportunities to improve our investment 
portfolio and to sell properties surplus to the Group's needs, we 
have realised capital profits during the year amounting to £433,000.
SUCCESS OF BOARD’S POLICY

To some extent, the recovery which theseflgures reveal has been 
helped by the good trading conditions which we have experienced 
in those parts of Nigeria in which trading was possible during the 
year. Despite this, there can be no doubt that the results provide 
incontrovertible evidence that the steps which we have been taking 
to improve management and to control overheads, as described by 
me last year, aro having success. It is significant that, in spite of the 
fact that costs were steadily rising throughout the year, the cost of 
finance and of our central overheads dropped from £684,000 in 1966/67 to £608,000 in 1967/68.

The company has started 1968/69 with a staff in good heart and 
strengthened resources. In Nigeria and in Ghana strict exchange 
control and import licensing apply. In the meantime, trading results 
from Nigeria, up to the time of writing, continue to be in excess of the 
corresponding periods last year. Traffic on the Niger and on the 
Benue is’still prevented by the war, so that our river fleet remains 
almost wholly Idle, but there Is great activity in the oil regions round 
Warri in the Mid-West, and our modernised portthere and its engine- 

" ering workshops, with the damage of war made good, are in full 
operation and doing record business. I look for a big improvement 
In profit from this source this year even if the fleet remains tied up.

The wine trade also continues to improve. Lamb & Watt Limited, 
makers of British wines and cordials, moved into their new and greatly 
enlarged premises during last year and started to operate their 
modern plant towards the end of the year. With a capacity more 
than four times that of their old plant they are building up their 
turnover, and as a result we expect them to add this year a significant figure to the profits of the wine group.
encouraging outlook

I I therefore believe that, in the current year, we can confidently 
expect a further improvement in the company’s profits from its present operations.

The improvement In the Group’s liquid position has enabled us 
to resume our policy of development and diversification in the 
United Kingdom without restricting our activities in other parts of 
the world, and active steps are now being taken to find suitable opportunities for investment.

In these circumstances, the Directors have decided to recom­
mend the payment of afinal dividend of 17% making a total dividend 
of 20% for the year. The Treasury has no objection to this increase.

join in celebrations in Niger i 
of Heinrich Barth, who died it 
know of no similar honour accorded 
in Nigeria, although as Thomas Hod 
has said, Barth even today has a $1 
claim to being the greatest histona 
Nigeria. He was German by birth 
in academic training but English 
adoption. z\t the age of 28, when bi 
a lecturer in comparative geograph 
the University of Berlin, he bean 
member of James Richardson’s exj 
tion to the Western Sudan. He bre 
to this five and a half years’ jou 
intellectual equipment such as no 
vious European traveller in this n 
had had. Not only was he a dai 
scholar, a modem linguist, and an a 
scholar, but he had already trav 
widely in Arab territories. His aa 
of the institutions of the Fulani Et 
and of Bornu in his great five-vo 
Travels and Discoveries in North 
Central Africa is still most vali 
and his account of Kano’s foreign 
in the middle of last century is d 
But he also established clearly the 
nection between these areas, in wl 
now Nigeria, with North Africa, 
is now Mali, and with the whole c 
Western Sudan, including what is 
Niger. He also was probably the 
European to have access to some i 
tial arabic documentary sources 
West African history. Dr. Lueb 
also opening an exhibition in Fort 
to mark the centenary of the first jo 
of Gustav Nachtigal, another Ge 
traveller, who explored the River 
which runs into Chad, crossed the S 
from Tripoli via the Tibesti mow 
and travelled to Khartoum by w 
Bornu.

After three years as Permanent 
tary. Finance Ministry, No 
Nigeria (population 29m ). two ye 
Financial Secretary for Sierra 
(population 2|m.) and three ye 
Financial Secretary for the G 
(population 350.000), John Tayk 
become Financial Secretary for 
serrat (population 15.000). This is 
self-imposed demotion. For since I 
Nigeria, where he began his sen 
1938, John Taylor, apart from J 
period in commerce, has been w 
overseas for the UK Ministry 
seas Development. He was, in 
first official to be-enrolled by the 
try in its corps of specialists avails 
posting overseas, and, although 
serrat’s prosperity has been p 
the Financial Secretary’s salary di 
depend on the size of the island, 
his position in the UK Ministry’s 
lishment. The Administrator < 
island, by the way, is Dennis Gibb 
self a former administrative off 
Eastern Nigeria. I am sure tl 
traditional antipathy between 
officers in Eastern and Northern 
will not in this case be resurrecto
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African Renaissance by Leonard Barnes 
(Victor Gollancz, 45s.).

African maj 
fashion of I. 
thousand 
back on

in social or 
iffusc real

■J

I1 

B

, the 
i.e., 

ral areas.

xys that one 
the uncm- 

is not just that 
t that thej

He

of Mr. 
strength

books and 
publications

FUTURE BELONGS TO FARMERS
observations. Mr. Barnes saj 

great troubles about 
jloycd in Africa today is 
Ley are unemployed, but that they are 
jrobably unemployable. He also 

’ serves that if all now engaged in agri- 
a good day’s work on effi- 
there would besa deluge of 

roducc. 
iers, howeve 
i is possibl 

io it
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of the 
pio; 
thej 
prol 
obsc 
culture did a 
cient farms, L 
unsaleable pro

One wonders, however, if accurate 
generalisation is possible about African 
“peasants"—who include the Ashanti 
cocoa farmer with two sons at the uni­
versity, and the wandering Somali 
nomad, the fiercely conservative Fra-Fra 
women of Northern Ghana who farm 
while their husbands work in the South, 
and the go-ahead Wachagga coffee 
farmers of Mount Kilimanjaro.

As subsidiary issues Mr. Barnes deals 
with Africa’s balkanisation, -and in 
particular with the currency division 
which works against economic co-opera­
tion. He dismisses most arrangements 
for economic co-operation as insincere, 
and is particularly critical of France’s

Wm. H. MULLER & CO. (LONDON) LTD., 
LOWER THAMES STREET LONDON E.C.3.

Teleprinter: BA TA VIER 281 n Telegraphic Address: Batavier

ICEW writers on Africa have had such 
11 long experience as Mr. Leonard 
Barnes, and his new book is a result 
of much study and wide travel through­
out the continent. It is both depressing 
and highly optimistic.

Events in Africa since independence 
might give a picture of "a high-degree 
of political instability and administrative 
incompetence; a reckless squandering of 
economic resources combined with an 
absolutely king-size capacity for corrup­
tion and graft of all sorts in all social 
strata including the 'highest (indeed 
especially the 'highest); <a .perverse 
tendency to break up useful political and 
economic associations into ever less 
viable smithereens; and finally a morbid 
relish for meeting their difficulties with 
violence and savagery." All this, how­
ever, Mr. Barnes thinks, may seem 
irrelevant by the end of the century; 
but only if African states adopt a com­
pletely new approach to their problems.

There must be carefully thought-out 
family planning, ’or ever worsening 
standards of living are inevitable; and 
what Mr. Barnes calls, aften-ta lecture 
by the Director of Ibadan’s Research 
Institute, the “Onitiri gap,” must be 
closed, i.e., the gap between the urban 
and rural areas. TTiis is not just a social 
gap or a gap in income levels, but springs 
from the severance of peasants from the 
developing points of the domestic 
economy.

It is in the peasantry that Mr. Barnes 
places his faith, seeing them as genuinely 
“ underdeveloped” and therefore still 
able, unlike the Western World (whose 
civilisation, in his view, is doomed) to 
make a new start. “The African is in 
a real sense underdeveloped; his (laws 
arc all deficiencies which can be made 
good. The white man is in an equally 
real sense overdeveloped; his flaws are 
all excesses too deeply ingrained to be 
unlearnt. In the post-climax world the 

nay revive, in a new growing 
f his own, all yesterday's seven 
years, and so put the species 

___ __ the straight path. The white 
man’s old wood cannot flower again. 
Humanity’s chance of a second shot at 
civilisation, if it gets one, may be due 
in part to Africa’s consistent refusal 
through the centuries to yield to the 
cultural aggression of the west.”

There are, too, many percipient

arrangements with her former colonics 
and of the /Xfrican agents of that policy.

In the Ivory Coast, he sees “ expansion 
without growth" (growth being inter­
preted as a cultural phenomenon 
“expressed by changes in social organisa­
tion which tend to diffuse real income 
evenly. . . .”). But there is Guinea, for 
Mr. Barnes the most hopeful country, 
which has experienced growth, although 
without economic expansion.

One can question many 
Bames's statements; e.g., on the 
of a speech by Brig. Afrifa, he seems to 
think that Ghana is “ threatened with 
disintegration." He believes that the 
agents of the colonial powers (whom he 
blames greatly, although accepting that 
they did construct an infra-structure), 
had contempt for the tribal peasantry— 
many African intellectuals would com­
plain of the opposite attitude. There is, 
too, rather a».lot of generalisation about 
“Africans.” Mr. Barnes takes to 
unreasonable lengths criticism of “aid,” 
but is quite right to emphasise over and 
over again that Africa's solution must lie 
inside Africa, and, so far as possible, in 
lessening rather than increasing depend­
ence on the external market, to which 
aid often leads.

This part of the argument has already 
been admirably stated by Mr. Guy 
Hunter in Best of Two Worlds, but 
it is interesting that Mr. Barncs, from a 
totally different viewpoint, should support 
it so strongly and should be so critical 
of the leaders of independent Africa. 
Mr. Barnes gives-a most attractive and 
convincing picture of- the kind of
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* Ghana
* Nigeria

•. s.s. “Jean Merrnoz” 
.. s.s. “Jean Mern'cz'* 
.. s.s. “Jean Mermoz” 
.. s.s. “Jean Memos” 
.. s.s. “General Mangin”

m“‘vaLEXCHftNGEAS’' AN

■MPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT TO THE NIGERIAN 
COMMUNITY IN GREAT BRITAIN

dolphin maritime & aviation services ltd.,
wish to announce their SAILING DATES and FARES for 1969;

Depart London Arrive Lagos Ship
loth April I9£9 26th April 1969 ..
19th June 1969 Sth July 1969
28th August 1969 " ” .. 12th September 1969
2nd October 1969 " ” ■■ 16th October 1969

22th November 1969 * .. ■■ 12th December 1969
FARES for ALL SAILINGS will be ^3 Adult,~ £46~ f°r eac‘1’ child 2-10

COMPLETE COVERAGEFire / Motor / Marine /Accident 
'Royal Exchange' has been insuring people all over the 
world for nearly two and a half centuries. As one of 
Britain’s leading, progressive insurance companies they 

give Complete Coverage in West Africa.

Apply to your local branch or office in
- Thr» Cameroun Republic

* Liberia
i * Sierra Leone

company. Ide n ties 
^7 per head.

■W1 0>AIl_llNk3O v»i«i --------------r
and £15 per child under 2 years of age.

arrange6’ ARE ONLY available when bookings are made through this 
gements made through any other company would cost £130... you S1ve

Send for full details of all arrangements, including our special saving scheme
DOLPHIN MARITIME & AVIATION SERVICES LTD 

81 New Bond Street, London, W.l. 
01-493 7681.

■' jee: 13 Paton Street, Pl< < mlllly, Mainlimter 
Cen 1717.
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S. SALISBURY (Tailors) 
409 Holloway Road, N.7. 
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The Economics of Foreign Aid by 
| i Raymond F. Mikesell (Weidenfeld and 
I j Nicolson, 63s.).
! • This book is announced as the first of

a new series, Aldine Treatises in Modem

sufficient, perlz“, ;; 
Evans provide a wealth of < 
reading at prices you can at 
Ask your local bookseller. 
Evans

Mr. Alex Salisbury, well known West 
End tailor visits embassies, hotels 
for suit orders and fittings (or at 
Savile Row, Piccadilly, London, W.1). 
Hand tailoring in Silk, Silk Mohair 
and fine Worsted at reasonable cost 
for best quality tailoring.

Books you can’t 
afford to miss 
and can 
afford to buy 
New Voices of the 
Commonwealth, for instance. 
It's an outstanding anthology 
of the best work by young 
Commonwealth poets. Howard 
Sergeant has edited this volume 
with the unerring skill of an expert. 
Vibrant commented West Africa 
Spellbinding said the 
Nigerian Daily Sketch 
and London's Daily Telegraph 
stated simply There is insight 
as well as pleasure to be 
gained from this anthology 
New Voices of the 
Commonwealth is available 
throughout West Africa. The 
paperback edition costs 10/6 
and the cased version is 25/- 
What more can we say? 

Jrhaps, to add that 
good 

ifford.

ing politically . 
the US would 

because a recipient had failed to 
certain economic targets, he says, 
political credibility—though he 
two cases where it was done. He f; 
arrangements under which “pr 
loan releases would only be maci 
passu with actual expenditures 
sectoral programs in accordance with the 
agreed-upon sectoral plans ". Aid would 
flow like a round of golf: the recipient 
would have to put the ball down each 
hole before starting the next.

Unless aid succeeds in inducing policy 
changes, it is likely to do more harm than 
good. It may underpin regimes which 
arc incapable of development, and bolster 
the status quo. that is underdevelopment. 
Unless the donor secs to it that aid is 
well used, recipients will very likely do 
the wrong things with it. c.g„ set up high- 
cost industries which require a high level 
of protection. In the author’s views, aid 
to India, by these tests, has failed. He 
urges close agreement between donors, 
because "influence tends to be minimal 
where aid is provided by several".

On his way to these conclusions, Pro­
fessor Mikesell goes over numerous 
growth-theories: “a bewildering number 
of highly abstract models on the basis 
of stylised variables and assumptions 
regarding economic behaviour and 
organisation He throws them all out 
of the window and concludes that the 
practical aid administrator should select 
strategic sectors or projects. Develop­
ment strategy is "the searching out of 
bottlenecks and leverage points for pro­

Economics, edited by Professor Harry G. 
Johnson of the University of Chicago 
and LSE. Written by the Professor 
of Economics at the University of 
Oregon, it is mostly about American aid 
and its attitudes are different from those 
commonly met in the United Kingdom 
when “aid ” is discussed. The main prob­
lem, for this author, is how to influence 
the recipient. Aid " constitutes an 
involvement by the donor in the internal 
policies of the recipients", By and 
large, underdeveloped countries arc in 
that condition because they have not 
made the necessary social and economic 
arrangements. A low skill level is “the 
essence of being underdeveloped". The 
purpose of aid is “improving the quality 
of human beings as producers, adminis­
trators and entrepreneurs".

Underdevelopment is something 
can be cured, but only if the suffer 
""pared to co-operate. Self-help 

qua non of development, and 
of successful aid. And it has not 

happened; “success stories on 
foreign aid for development” are rare. 
The author secs no moral reason why 
rich should aid poor merely to level out 
the world’s wealth, but he docs think that 
rich countries have an interest in helping 
poor countries to achieve self-sustaining 
growth.

The author is much concerned with 
this problem: how docs the donor 
influence the policies of the recipient 
without becoming politically offensive? 
The idea that the US would stop aid 

achieve 
s, lacks 

quotes 
favours

program 
ide pari 

on

regenerating rural communities, complete 
with secondary industries, which could 
set Africa off on a different road from 
that which has already failed in the 
Western world.

All the time the book plugs away at 
the central theme. It urges Africans, 
whatever the crimes of colonisation and 
the Western World, to see that if you 
attribute your troubles constantly to 
others, then you will do nothing about 
them and will, instead, start witch- 
hunting against those thought to be 
agents and supporters of the guilty out­
siders. "The great gain, amid all the 
disasters, of the first decade of ‘inde­
pendence ’ is this. It has ''become 
manifest beyond all cavil that the whole 
complex melting-pot of Africa’s current 
troubles boils down to two cardinal 
issues, which needless to say are intim­
ately connected—population and the 
relation between town and country.”

Unhappily, at the end of this stimu­
lating and farseeing book, there comes 
a quite unnecessary appendix, seeking to 
explain the Nigerian situation. At once 
Leonard Barnes forgets all the advice 
he offers earlier; his human sympathy 
for the plight and the courage of the 
Biafrans takes over. His history is 
reasonably accurate: but he is as 
obsessed as any Biafran propagandist 
with the idea of “ Backward North- 
Progressive East,” and flatly asserts that 
creation of new states in the North had 
modified the power-structure there " in 
no way"—tell that to the Tiv, or the 
Yoruba, or the Kanuri, or even NEPU 
men in Kano. Balkanisation, tl 
constantly reminds us, is one of 
greatest evils: but, not, it seems, i 
follows the success of Col. Ojukwu.

:More senous, all Mr. Barnes’s 
prejudices emerge <in one grotesque 
passage. Even if the Federation, he says, 
“contrives to buy the instruments of 
biological warfare from the Western 
powers, whose substantial help in 
Operation Overkill has been unworthily 
pressed upon it, those instruments will 
be incompetently applied in the field.” 

So, apparently, France arms Nigeria, 
not Biafra, the Americans have not 
banned arms to both sides, the British 
have been “ pressing” arms on Nigeria; 
and the Soviet Union, whose example 
for Africa Mr. Barnes often praises in 
the book, is not supplying the most 
potent instruments of destruction. Nor 
does it interest Mr. Barnes that Sckou 

j Tourd. his favourite among African 
leaders, vehemently supports the Fcdera- 

| tion, or that Houphouct-Boigny, his pct 
I hate, supports Biafra. One wishes that 
I this appendix, unlike the others—on 
I Rhodesia, the Chinese communes, and 
j African statistics—had been omitted.

D. W.
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UNITED WEST AFRICA SERVflCE
jointly

POLISH STEAMSHIP VEB DEUTSCHE
and their allied CompanyCOMPANY SZCZECIN SEEREEDEREI ROSTOCK G.D.R.

A fleet of modern vessels Weekly departures

Refrigerated cargo from the Baltic and

Multipurpose deeptanks Western Continent to
P.O. BOX 2694

Passengers accommodation Morocco, Canary Islands
LAGOS

West Africa and v.v. TtUpk.,*: 21742

Local Office in Nigeria

131, BROAD STREET,

SUN INSURANCE
OFFICE LIMITED
HEAD OFFICE: 63 THREADNEEDLE
ST., LONDON, E.C.2

ELDERS INSURANT
COMPANY LIMITED
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ire-crisis 
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1967-68 from 
Birmingham.

For expert advice 
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Richard Wright, by Constance Webb 
Putnam ($8 95).

Tlic Furious Passage 
by Fern Marja 
Joseph, 42s.).
These two “biographies” of major 

literary .personalities of Black America 
present an abrupt contrast in approach 
to thodelicate subject of writing in depth 
about another writer. Miss Webb goes 
in for a massive, minute by minute life 
story, covering in 400 pages every 
possible aspect of anything anybody 
could wish to know about Richa 
Wright.

Aspects of the Biafran Affair, by George 
Knapp (Britain-Biafra Association, 
2s. 6d.). Nigeria: Labour Party Talk­
ing Points No. 23 (Transport House, 
3d.). Biafra (Save Biafra Committee, 
6d.).
The literature of the Nigerian crisis is 

still largely in the pamphlet stage 
although one hears rumours of works 
from universities, and journalists, and 
Nigeria itself is reportedly going to 
duce an official history of the 
Walter Schwarz’ book was a pre-< 
study, and French books .that i___
appeared on the subject are essentially 
pamphlets. The items reviewed here are 
very definitely in this category—the last 
item is like a supplement of Peace News. 
They add little to the considerable 
amount of literature already published of 
this nature. Knapp's booklet is the most 
interesting as /a well-documented 
marshalling of the Biafran arguments 
against the British government’s handling 
of the war (he very properly declares his 
interest as a partner in a consultants 
firm, External Development Services, 
which advised the Eastern Nigerian 
Government, and later the Government 
of Biafra on economic and political

moting growth". The most essential 
sector is the export sector. Getting the 
balance of payments right, he thinks, is 
the most essential step towards self- 
sustaining growth. F.J.P.

matters). Intentionally polemic, he 
makes capital from some of the feebler 
performances of Her Majesty’s ministers 
on the subject, in particular Mr. William 
Whitlock last August. I am personally 
weary of Second World War analogies, 
more misleading than they are helpful. 
But Knapp’s partisanship is much more 
reasonable than that found in the Save 
Biafra Committee pamphlet, which is 
both hysterical and ill-informed. The 
Labour Party’s “Talking Point” is 
something of a non-pamphlet, reading a 
little like those fact-sheets that the 
Central Office of Information put out; 
within these limits, useful. But we are 
still in the stage of small arms fire; the 
“Big Berthas” are still to come.

K.W.

Books and PubUcatioi 
Received
Human Rights by Peter Archerdb 

covering in 400 pages every Research Series, Fabian Society,JJ 
J aspect of anything anybody
wish to know about Richard Centre of West AfricannStudies W 

w Sometimes -laborious, some- 1967-68 from the University 
times- casting careful insights, she is

always remarkably confident in 
authenticity of her material; so muc 
that one would like to -see ‘ 
of the originals, such as “pen 
reminiscence, scholarship and bu 
analysis," but also on diaries, lei 
unpublished novels and other mail 
Out of all this Wright, who died ir 
ally early at- the age of 52 in 1 
emerges as a considerable person. 
Anyone interested in the man, his w 
and the evolution of Afro-Amei 
writing (the book, for example, 
siders at length his visit to Ghani 
coverage of the Bandung conference, 
his involvement with the literati 
Presence Africaine in Paris), should 
much that is of great value in it 

There is less to be had from .
Eckman’s book.
Baldwin’s life make extremely read 

.«copy, the adulatory treatment, oa 
level of a high-class 

of James Baldwin, E<K5ip ,co'umn' .;doK 
Eckman (Michael “Ji,

For while aspect
_____iely 
treatment, 
pseudo-intelta 
him little jus 

pcunvaivu 4 <is with the kmc 
smothering liberalism of which h 
always*complaining.
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(Former Vice-Chancellor,
University of Sierra Leone )
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Elder Dempster Agencies Ltd.
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Elder Dempster Agencies Ltd.
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Sierra Leone
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Cie maritime des Chargeurs Reunis
THREE FAST SERVICES
FAR EAST/WEST AFRICA

from Japan, Hong Kong, to Matadi/Dakar range.
Sailing from Japan 26th each month.

EUROPE/WEST AFRICA
(Dakar/Pointe Noire range). Weekly Sailings.
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AGENTS
FAR EAST/WEST AFRICA—FRANCE/WEST
AFRICA SERVICES
Nigeria:
Lagos Apapa. Union Maritime et Com- 
mercialc (U.M.A.R.G.O.). 5 Creek Road— 
P.O. Box 94 APAPA.
Port Harcourt. TRANSCAP, Ltd.. 8
Aziklwe Road—P.O. Box 429 PORT HAR­
COURT
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Accra
Takoradi
Tema
Sierra Leone:
Freetown: TRANSCAP (SIERRA LEONE)
Ltd. P.O. Box 704
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(our Royal 
of Deputy 
since 1962 

)orman. now 
As Deputy 

_ attendance 
* degrees on 
idrcsscs which 

inspiring Durham 
University conferred an honorary doctorate 
of Civil Laws on him for his distinction 
in matters of Scholarship. State, and the 
judiciary.

When the University 
was formed he was electe 
lor by name instead of I 
deemed important that 
remain with the Univer* 
be attached to a political 

Sir Henry did not 
the College . ' "

1 He was alw. 
requested, cither on 

I tionai matters or on 
and his wise counsel 
tivc. He dined regul 

It was not "<”’•”■11 
the final 
althot 
ncutr 
rej 
to

announcement 
reply from the NRC 

ic youthful impetuosity 
and inexperience which attended some 
aspects of that rdgtmc.

In its annual service in June this year 
personal banner with its coat of arms 
he lowered, and his stall vacated, in 

and ceremony in the Chapel of the

SIR HENRY
LIGHTFOOT BOSTON
Sir.—The part Sir Henry Lightfoot Boston 
played in higher education in West Africa 
was of considerable significance.

For many years, hundreds of overseas 
students, particularly those from West 
Africa, received inspiration from the record 

_______ ; student days in 
Many newly-qualified Nigerian 

Ghanaian barristers who passed 
rgh Freetown on their way home made 
: efforts to meet him because of his 
idary abilities.
. the Queen's representative 

Visitor) he held the position 
Visitor to Fourah Bay College 
in succession to Sir Maurice De 
Governor-General of Malta 
Visitor he was regular in his attci 
at Congregations, conferring ' 
graduands. and delivering adc 
were wise, instructive and ir .

conferred an honorary 
.aws on him for his

ottp he behaved 
Jignity but in the 
I danger he was 

ipletc account

(PALM LINE) Cabl«(:Hln»(aPOBI80 
I (Agencies) - Cablti: Palmar POB2I2 
I LIMITED’ jCabl.i: (via Accra)

ie:
: TR/k,rr'*n

is also not true that the backlog 
due to overseas creditors stands at £N25m. 
The fact is that the so-called backlog is. 
in large part, made up of the assets of 
some of the expatriate banks in the eastern 
states, which they treat as external liabilities 
of Nigeria when those states were declared 
seceded.

AFRICA'S FIVE STAGES
Sir.- As a keen observer ot the newly 
independent African states. I think the- fol— 
lowing five stages of development occur 
in all former African dependencies which 
are now independent countries.

In the first stage the country is declared 
independent. This is immediately followed by 
jubilations on a national scale: politicians 
promise everything under the sun.

Stage two is "Operation Mismanage­
ment." The leaders unexpectedly catapulted 
to heights of power find their former ideals 
of mass welfare swamped by the 
unenviable ideals of personal welfare. Their 

acquired wealth is dumped in safe places 
road. Foreign investors arc openly asked 
grease the palms of " the powers that 

this scares away genuine investors.
Thirdly, the country goes under the firm 

grips of “Mr. Bankruptcy". The Finance 
Minister is forced to go from one world 
capital to the other with cap in hand 
begging for loans. The masses begin to 
experience biting, pinching, poverty. in 
the fourth stage, there is either a mob 
rising against the government, or an army 
take-over followed by tribal warfare

Finally, the country awards itself the 
BA degree in Political Science- the "B" 
for Begin and “A" for Again The process 
of governmental machinery starts all over 
again with a new lot who may be as 
rotten, petty and incompetent as their 
predecessors.

This cap seems to fit Nigeria. Ghana. 
Sierra Leone and many other African 
States. I shall be indebted to 
readers who will furnish me 
of African countries whose j~ 
ence developments are complete 
from the pattern described abo\

Sami Eihve

/ of Sierra Leone 
ted its first Chancel- 
by office, as it was 
the choice should 
:rsity rather than 
:al office.

regard his duties at 
and the University as sinecures, 

vays ready to give advice, when 
cither on University constitu- 

i internal difficulties, 
was invariably effcc- 

ilarly with the students. 
iot generally known (hat during 

period of (he last civilian regime, 
ough he preserved his political 
trality in public, privately he wrote 

:gularly in advisory and admonitory terms 
> those m power about the unsettled and 

restless atmosphere and the dissatisfaction 
of the general public.

During the Lansana com/ 
with much restraint and di 
face of house arrest and 

c to write a lucid and comp.w 
his actions during and after the elec- i 

tions. The final decision he took, to call > 
Mr. Siaka Stevens as Prime Minister was 
his and his alone, and he stood firmly I 
by it.

He was forced to proceud on leave by I 
the Juxon-Smith regime and also summarily , 
and unworthily forced to retire—a decision , 
which was rescinded by the present civilian I 
government, which continued to regard I 
him as Governor-General until his death.

His last year in London was one of | 
continuous ill-health, although he rallied | 
once to insist on the BBC and other news 
media that he still held the position of 
Governor-General — an 
which produced a r 
characteristic of the 

incxperii 
of tl

Order of St. Michael and St. George at 
St. Paul’s Cathedral—this being the custom 
for a deceased Knight Grand Cross of the 
Order, an honour first bestowed on an 
African in his person. It will symbolise 
the ending of the connection between his 
country and Britain which has lasted for 
almost two centuries under nine sovereigns, 
and which, although sometimes unclear and 

jcs. will always 
in the forth- 

ffican African

NIGERIA'S TRADE
StR.—With reference to yoi
“Nigeria this Year" in the Januaty 18. 
1969, issue of your magazine. I wish to 
correct the statement that. "Nigeria was, 
however, still running an adverse trade 
balance last year—some £N30m. in the 
first 10 months "

In fact Nigeria had a trade surplus 
£N14 6m. in the first 10 months of 19 

Exports... IN 166 0m.
Imports............... £NI5F4m.
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poor countries was
. ablem to be faced in the 

years, the gap between those 
sess and those who have nothing 
’much more serious problem than 

between the Communist world and
The Emperor of Ethiopia. 
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tention to Africa’s
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Alrainc Ltd. (Freetown, Lagos, Monrovia, Port
Harcourt. Tema, Takoradi. Warri)
Socopao (Abidjan)
Camara & Cia., Ltd. (Luanda)
Luic Teixeira Da Silva (Lobito)
WAINWRIGHT BROS & CO. LTD., 15-17 Eldon
Street, London. E.C.2, ENGLAND, and
19 James Street, Liverpool 2.

I
commercial 
news

I___ ____________________________________
ECA's Tenth Anniversary Meeting 
wm AL-L- .l lcnth anniversary and to promote pro­

ducts of small-scale industries and semi­
manufactured products of African countries.

U Thant, arriving in Addis Ababa to 
address the meeting, said the gap between 
rich and poor countries was the most 
serious problem to be faced in the next 
ten years, the gap between those who 
possess and those who have nothing was 
a “much more serious problem than that 

the

WEST AFRICAN AGENTS:
General Agents :

IN Addis Ababa the UN Economic Com- 
* mission for Africa began on Feb 3 
its ninth regular planning session, which 
this time also marks the tenth anniversary 
of the Commission* Representatives of 41 
African states are attending the session— 
the first since the eighth in Lagos in 1967. 
since these full sessions arc now biennial 
This session is to concentrate on industriali­
sation and the modernisation of agriculture, 
and will cxajnme a programme for the five 
years 1969-73: co-operation in education, 
research and statistical work (on which EC A 
has concentrated particularly! is planned.

Mr. Allison Ayida. permanent secretary 
of Nigeria’s Federal Ministry of Economic 
Development, completes with this session 
(due to end on Feb 14) h:s two-vear term 
of office as Chairman of the Commission 
Concurrently with the meet: 

d by observers from <___
and Spain iall associated with ECAi.

EC A Exhibition is being held to mark

All state corporations and statutory 
potations in Ghana which now depr: 
Government grants should from tlu» 
become self-supporting or they will Mi 
for long, the Commissioner for Apia.: 
Mr. Albert Adomakoh. has told tlx r 
conference of the State Farms Corpcn 
He said the idea of state farms L 
socialistic flavour, and the Corpcr 
needed a spirit of commercial enterproc 
this reason he was considering chanp' 
name. The Corporation had. he said.! 
good progress towards supporting i 
after cuts in spending [about a third c 
farms were closed down after the cw 
1966]. The Commissioner said that L 
Ghana was an agricultural countn 
agriculture was not up to standard, aal 
production was needed

democrats." __ ,
who opened the meeting, 
countries to pay more attc 
development needs.

In a message the British Minister of 
Overseas Development. Mr Reginald 
Prentice, said the British Government was 
prepared to bilateral aid agreements with 
African countries or groups of states if the 
schemes were approved by ECA OD.M 
officials represented the UK. at the meeting;

’ " » Gorse headed France’s dclcga-
:nt Kenyatta also sent a message, 

give “more 
ort” to the

O An African Civil Aviation Own 
has been agreed upon by represent^ 
33 African states, meeting in Addis A 
The International Civil Aviation Orf 
tion is responsible lor secretariat wft 
the new organisation, until it cr“- 
own secretariat. AFCAC will have*' 
man and four vice-chairmen, one from 
of the Economic Commission for A 
four sub-regions: it will promote * 
ment of civil aviation and defend r 
states’ aviation interests.

O The acting managing director of I 
Airways has announced that 
the Corporation’s " pool ’’ agrecmr 
Nigeria Airways comes up for rent 
the end of March this year. Gban 
"reappraise the 1967 Agreement ai 
whether it is in the interest of 
Airways to continue ” with it. Asked 
the Nigerian war situation, he said G 
aircraft had been insured against 
risks." [The VC 10 chartered to ME 
destroyed at Beirut, was not.)

Cameroon Cotton
A report of Cameroon’s orgat 

responsible for cotton cultivation d< 
progress in achieving the production 
of 75.000 tons of seed cotton per y 
1970-71. as projected under Cam 
second Five-Year Plan. In the fi1 
years of the Plan, results were disap,' 
due to abnormal climatic condition 
the report, but the area under cul 
has already increased above the 
hectares projected by the Plan, at 
a considerably increased use of fc 
and mechanised farming, there is re 
hope that the current season will 
sharp increase in production to ai 
mediate level, between the 1965-61 
of 58,000 tons and the Plan target.

By 1970-71 it is hoped to achieve a 
yield of 38-39 per cent (it is 37 per 
present) by continuing the pro, 
improving the quality of plants, 
should give a total of nearly 
tons of lint cotton in 1970-71, « 
with 21,000 tons in 1965-66 A new 
factory has been constructed at 
during 196S for a capital invest! 
some 120m. CF/\ francs; this w 
the country’s ginning capacity to 
90.000 tons. A project for a new 
seed oil mill at Maroua at a 
investment of 360m. CFA has been 
in principle by the Federal Goo 
who are seeking loans from Franc,
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8, Tenia. Mar. I, 
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ROYAL INTEROCEAN LINE
INWARDS—STRAAT BALI from Chin: 

j Hong Kong sld. Hong Hong *— ° J— ’
A papa Feb. - ----------- ---
Tema Feb.

p 21, Frcctow

HOEGH LINE

Dakar Mar. 3, Freetown Mar. 7, Monrovia 
Mar. 8, Abidjan Mar. 11.

HOLLAND WEST AFRIKA LIJN

February 8. 1969

—■t.........................................  6/7. '.

IR LINE/SEVEN STAR LINE/

WESTBOUND—BELLAV1A Luanda Jan. 22, 
Douala Jan. 25. Tema Jan. 27, Abidjan Jan. 29; 
SAKUMO LAGOON Ghana Jan. 26/Fcb. 1.

BLACK STAR LINE/CONTINENT/WA
SOUTHBOUND—KULPAWN RIVER Dakar 
Jan. 20. Freetown Jan. 23. Abidjan Jan. 25, 
Takoradi Jan. 27, Tema Jan. 29, Lagos/Apapa 
Jan. 31; BIA RIVER Hamburg Jan. 20, 

RDS—STRAAT DALI from China and ^ntw"P Jan- Rotterdam Jan. 24, Dakar 
Kong sld. Hong Hong Jan. 8 due Lagos/ Jan. 30.
Feb. 7. Cotonou Feb. 13. Lome Feb. 15, NORTHBOUND—KORLE LAGOON Tako- 

Feb. 16. Abidjan Feb. 17. Monrovia Feb. nidi Jan. 21, Rotterdam Feb. 3: BENYA 
. ..~own Feb. 22, Dakar Feb. 25, Conakry RIVER Abidjan Feb. 12, Avonmouth Feb. 24, 

Mar. 2; STRAAT FRANKLIN from Japan London Mar. 6.

uuu duuuuuu. Feb. 20.

HUGO STINNES TRANSOZEAN 
SC11IFFAHRT GMBH
KOHOLYT HUGO STINNES sld Dunkirk 
Feb. 1 due Las Palmas Feb. 7. Dakar Feb. 10. 
Conakry Feb. 12, Monrovia Feb. 14, Abidjan 
Feb. 17, Cotonou Feb. 19, Lagos/Apapa Feb. 
20. Douala Feb. 23.

WESTWIND AFRICA LINE
WESTBOUND—BUENA FORTUNA sis. 
Luanda Feb 2. Abidjan Feb 8; SOPHIE C 
sis. Abidjan Mar. 16; WESTWIND-sls. Luanda 
Mar. 5, Lagos/Apapa Mar. 12.

GOLD STAR LINE

ELDER DEMPSTER LINE

.. ................
From Hull:—KOH1MA sig. Hull Feb. 10.

lui
Victoria Feb. 14; SALABA due Luanda Feb.

NORTHBOUND—To Liverpool :-FOURAI* 
BAY due Liverpool Feb. 9. DARU due T‘ 
Feb 9; DONGA due Las Palmas Feb. 
DUNKWA due Sapclc Feb. 10. KABALA 
Takoradi Feb. 9; OWERR1 due Avonmouth

IoDublin:-CITY OF GUILDFORD due

due Sapclc Feb. 11.

BA1A due Dakar Feb. 14.

From India/Pakistan/Burma:—NA1RNBANK 
due Apapa Feb. 8.

BARBER WEST AFRICA LINE

ft
T5S L“a"da Fcb-*'•d” Ma“' F'b-

1 Halifax (NS) third week Feb. lor Freetown,
I Monrovia. Abidjan, Tema, Lagos/Apapa,
I Douala. 1'akoradi.

HOMEWARDS—TITANIA due U.S North 
Atlantic mtd-Feb.

I JAPAN “K” LINE
1 WESTBOUND-F— Japan M> Hons Konis HOLLAND WEST AFRIKA LUN

’-mW . ISS»».JSS.SSM3 ESCiSUalt
=■ * SSxlSSp

PALM LINE
j SOUTHBOUND—From London:—IBADAN
] PALM due Matadi Feb. 2.
’ From Liverpool:—LAGOS PALM’due Tema

>' From ^Liverpool:—LOBITO PALM due Lobito

I To LondonELMINA PALM sig. Sapele Feb.

[| To^Continent:—BADAGRY PALM sig. Douala

< a r k in n GOLD STAR LINE
< Kb li “ O.L, ?2l*{\VTiC^bT‘14n Mb.' ?•I ...... ■gJft.M:

NOPAL WEST AFRICA LINE Sinpapore Feb. 19/20, Durban Mar. 6/7. .

: ims =•:
Orleans Mar. 6, due Takoradi Mar. 26.

I‘J WESTBOUND-NOPAL LUNA sis. Luanda 
j Mar. 2. Takoradi Mar. 8, due New Orleans 
'. Mar. 26. Houston Mar. 30; NOPAL SUN sis.
P Luanda Mar. 17, Takoradi Mar. 25, due New

The history of Banking dates 
so far back that no one really 
knows where or how it began! 
Archaeological evidence howevt 
abounds to prove that the Assyria 
Egyptians and Phoenicians 
had instruments similar to 
present day promissory notes, 
bills of exchange and cheques— 
and performing much the same 
roles—long before the Greeks 
and Romans! The earliest 
Bankers were indeed money 
changers who played a very active 
role in the trading transactions 
between people from different 
states with different currencies. 
The very word " BANK " is derived 
from the old Italian word 
Banca meaning a bench or 
counter. The counters of the 
money changers, upset according 
to biblical tradition In tho 
Jerusalem Temple by Jesus Christ 
were indeed the bank.
Of course no one would 
dream of setting up a bank in a 
church these days, but the 
Temples of Greece at one time 
in history housed the earliest 
deposit vaults known to man.
You won't find a branch of 
National Bank of Nigeria Limited 
or any of their correspondents 
in London, Paris or New York, 
in a church—not even a Greek 
temple. One or two have been 
known to be situated near 
churches, but there's no fear of 
religious or any other kind of 
fervour upsetting the bank! What's 
more, National Bank do know 
their own business—as you'll 
soon find out if you take your 
foreign exchange, trade or even 
simple things such as current 
accounts or savings—problems 
to them.
Why don't you try your nearest 
branch? You might even learn 
some more about how banking 
has progressed Into tho 20th 
Century while you're about it! 
Besides, they're “ The Bank You 
Can Trust I!"—Reason enough, 
surely!

(OPTIONAL BANK 
WOF NIGERIA LTD.
Head Office: 82/86 Broad 
Street, Lagos, Nigeria 
Branches throughout tho Country 
London Branch: Throgmorton 
Avenue, London, E.C.2. Tel. 4303 
Now York correspondents: French 
American Banking Corporation 
J. Henry Schroedor Banking 
Corporation

5 Mar. 26. Houston Mar. 30; NOPAL 
• Luanda Mar. 17, Takoradi Mar. 25, 
j1 Orleans Apr. 13, Houston Apr. 17.
f

l•:

2W5«.'T /SioS
S"iU° SlWlM SS 
Nigcria/Ghjna to Singapore, Hong Kong and 
Japan second half Feb. first half Mar.

EDWARD NASSAR LINES

Lagos Mar. 4. Monrovia Mar 
Mar. 11, Famagusta Mar. 30.

SCANDINAVIAN WEST AFRICA LINE
SOUTHBOUND—HJELMAREN Idg. Scan­
dinavia and Bordeaux during Feb.; YARRA- 
WONGA Idg. Scandinavia and Bordeaux dunng 
late Feb/early Mar.. MANGARELLA Idg. 
Scandinavia and Bordeaux during Mar.
NORTHBOUND—1NNAREN Idg. West Africa 
for Scandinavia second half Feb /early Mar. 
MINNESOTA Idg. West Africa for Scandinavia 
during Fcb./carly Mar.; HJELMAREN Idg. 
West Africa for Scandinavia dunng Mar./carly 
Apr.

CHARGEUR REUNIS
C1RCEA arr. Lagos Feb. 12, Tema Feb. 18, 
Freetown Feb. 26; TANAGRA sig. Kobe Feb.

MITSUI OSK LINE
K1NKASAN MARU sld. Kobe Jan. 22 due 
Lagos Feb. 22. HOEISAN MARU sld Kobe 
Feb 4 due Lago. Mar. 14; KASUGASAN 
MARU sis. Kobe Feb. 20 due Lagos Mar. 22.

MAERSK LINE
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Nigeria's Paper Mill 
At Work

;c was due 
and the k

was started 
very of agri- 
periodic food

paper 
iroduction.

papers (including 
calender and supc

involve credit and co-of 
making the farmer's li 
raising 
populat

Dr A. F. G. Markham. FAO representa- 
lancc of 
copulation 
Kwadaso 

e said it was “not 
c people to go back 
taking any efforts at

paper 
sends

through 
Northern 
in which, 
have shares.

sc Audit Cor- 
.d liquidator, 
a on disposal

iccrn is to 
industry 

produce £ 
and cashc 

industrial

O The North Eastern State 
to establish its own radic 
state’s Commissic 
Edmund Mamiso 
in the north shot 
stations.

0 Vice-Chancellor of Ibadan Uni'J' 
Dr. Adcoyc Lambo has said that 
Institute of Petroleum Technology nu« 
created at-the university.

tc GovcnuK 
own radio station, 

ioner for Information, 
o. said all the other s 
?uld set up their own:

0 Mr. Gordon Thomson has succeeded 
MT. William Duncan as General Manager 
of Barclays DCO in Lagos.

ircctor of 
diary the Sierra Leone I 
r h¥ reported in last week's 
rews."

yroblcm arose when it 
mill would not be 

.-pccted, to use the 
-roduct. from the 

.-w.ory at Bacita. near 
—* the advantage of 

I. although the paper 
the drawbacks of the 

<. The paper mill has 
'-version of bagasse 

oegun 
such 
how- 

; own

O The fibre bag p 
Plateau State, prod 

year, more that 
well above

. a year. Last j 
t the Northern

O The Rockefeller Foundation has 
Ibadan University a total of £F34J 
the past 10 years, for the Institute1 
African Studies. the Department 
Psychiatry. Neurosurgery and Neutw'J 
development of a drama programme-'- 
housing, and several other purposes.
O A State bank is to be set up*#- 
South-Eastern State of Nigeria. It "ill 
branches in each division.

tivc in Ghana, stressed the import: 
development of life for the rural pop 
in an address to students at the K 
Agricultural College. He 
always enough" to ask people to p 
to the land, without making any ct 
improving living conditions in rural areas. 
Also, “the greatest single impetus to pro- prod 
duction would be the development of a Cxcis 
satisfactory marketing system which must 

apcration." Only by 
life better, and by 

I his income, will a "stable rural 
ition" be achieved.

wove, 
and 

: by 
t of 
pro-

. this 
Nigeria—lay

J by the 
by the

ma.

imported' al ,hc Sch001
market) t>e«d°p.nS countries 1
aduemg hc sa!d- PcnTllt an °P;i

t was rela- la,l°" 8r°'vlh- perhips 
ting of pro- per ycar 
JSA1D team Cocoa Crops—Latest

• Ghana’s cocoa purchases for the week 
ending January 30 were 4.770 tons, bringing 
the total for the season to 307.563. Nigerian 
purchases to mid-January arc estimated at 
about 157.000 tons.

Kainji Dam and 
Lagos Bridge

The second Lagos bridge 
opened on February 8. ai 
Dam on February 15.

Feeders Forge Ahead
Nearly half the feeder roads planned 

under the programme started in Ghana in 
December 1967 have been built—-225 miles 
out of 500. Apart from this work under 
the national feeder roads campaign. 47 
miles have been built under the 107-milc 
pilot scheme for feeder roads in the Eastern 
Region. Roads completed in the national 
programme include links between Dunkwo 
and Twifu-Praso (Central Region). Kwutn: 
Danso and Kojo Krom (Brong-Ahafo). 
Salaga and Bimbila (Northern) and 
Kpando-Alavanyo-Wcibe (Volta).

The feeder roads programme 1 
because of difficulties in deliver 
cultural produce, one cause of p. 
shortages in towns.

. Pedler has been appointed a 
William Baird, not of its sub­

Development Co., 
•••i- 's " Commercial

0 Amalgar 
produced 3. 
the last nine- months, compared with 
tons in the corresponding period o 
previous year. The company. 
J5 per cent of its operating , . ...
oyalties and income tax to Nigeria in pended ope 
967-68, has not obtained clearance for closed dowr 
emittance of profits to the UK.

o A Japanese industrial cone 
up a £lm. petrochemical 
Nigeria’s northern states, to F‘ 
phosphate fertiliser for food an 
the leader of a Japanese ii._ 
said after a visit to the northern £ 
Hc said these states would be inwet 
participate through the New N? 
(formerly Northern Nigeria) Develop 
Company in which, it is planned, al 
states will

O Northern 
which makes Top 
up by officials for 
—oduction began 
uAvise payment arrears, 
reached £256.000.

O A steady rise in farmers’ incomes, and 
birth control, are needed now to stop the 
drift of rural people to the towns, though 
in the long run this migration is a “sound 
phenomenon.’’ Professor Z. L. Sadowski— 
Polish dean of the Faculty of Economics 
at the University of Ghana—said in a 

the School of Administration, 
like Ghana should. 

>timum rate of popu- 
s about 1 pcr cent.

The Jeb ba mill when it was idle—the notice 
said “No Vacancy."
'T'HE Jebba Paper Mill in Kwara State, 

the first paper mill in Nigeria, has gone 
into production, making printing and 
writing papers (including cream 
poster, calender and super-calender, ; 
bleached and unbleached kraft). Built 
Coutinho Caro of Hamburg at a cost 
£4m.. the mill—a contractor-financed 
jecL like several others carried out by 
and other companies in 
idle for over two years. It is owned 
Federal Government and managed 
managing agents’ firm. Birla of Calcur 

The long idleness of the plant was 
buted to poor siting (not near the imp 
raw material sources, or the ma 
and to the doubtful economy of produc 
in Nigeria goods whose import 
tively cheap. The eventual startir 
duction followed surveys by a US 
and a Canadian firm.

The raw material pr 
turned out that the 
able, as officially expect! 
bagasse, a sugar by-pnx 
Nigerian Sugar Co.’s factor 
Jebba. This destroyed tii 
Jebba as a site. and. al'1- 
mill is now working. tl.v 
site apparently remain. . 
no machinery for conversion of bagas 
into pulp, though studies have now begi 
on the possibility of installing 
machinery later; one problem here. 1 
ever, is that the sugar factory uses its 
bagasse as fuel, and would, if it were to 
sell it to the paper mill without loss, have 
to find cheap alternative fuel. Now the 

mill imports pulp through Lagos, and 
finished products back there.

imated Tin Mines of Nigeria 
J.798 tons of tin concentrates in 

’ h 3,482 
of the 

which paid 
: profits in 
Nigc -’

• The executive of the Ghana National 
Farmers’ Union has called for restoration 
of the former constitution (replaced by the 
recent Ordinance No. 433) of the Cocoa 
Marketing Board and to give farmers a 
full voice in the affairs of the Board. 
The Ordinance reduced the CM B's powers 
and the farmers’ representation.
• The 4-2m.-cedis extensions to Accra 
International Airport will be officially 
opened on February 25, as part of the 
celebrations of the third anniversary of the 
coup. Tlic Daily Graphic says it is hoped 
that General Ankrah will then confirm 
the change of the airport's name to 
“Kotoka International Airport."
O Ghana's State Furniture & Joinery 
Corporation, a State enterprise which sus­
pended operations in 1967. has now been 

vn. Mr. J. K. Dadson. Managing 
Director of the State Enterprise Ai ” ~ 
poration, has been appointed 1- 
pending a government decision on 
of the assets and liabilities.

Commercial 
Publications

Simplified technical information ' 
guidance on end uses is given about < 
of the less well known West African 
woods in part two of the new lf‘ 
Africa Company (Timber) leaflet 
African Hardwoods. Nineteen $F-' 
arc described; the first part of this !*'• 
dealt with 19 of the better known wo>v

New interest has been stirred, Nr‘ 
larly in the UK. in these timbers 
UACO’s sister company. Holmes (Wr>- 
Ltd. in Lincolnshire, who are cxr^' 
the commercial possibilities .of Alt* 
woods not previously extracted to an)»' 
extent says UACT.

plant at Jos, in B 
iduced over 16m 

last year, more than in the previous 
and well above the original tarp: 
10m. a year. Last year it was atl 
meet the Northern States Mark 
Board’s demand for bags.
0 Nigeria’s North Central I 
misstoncr for Education has ca 
IDA (World Bank affiliate) to impte 
its loan of S6 4m. towards expanse 
post-primary education in the not: 
states. (Replenishment of the funds c' 
ID/X. agreed upon last March, a 
become effective until the USA ap 
the American contribution.)

Breweries’ plant in k 
Beer, has been k 
the second time i 

last June, because 
, alleged 'to I
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NOTICE

Western State Notice No. 24

COMPETITION FOR ENTRY TO THE 
ADMINISTRATIVE AND SPECIAL DEPARTMENTAL 

CLASSES OF THE 
WESTERN STATE OF NIGERIA 

PUBLIC SERVICE, 1969
m of intending candidates that 

entry to the Administrative Class and 
ital Classes of Auditors, Assistant 

C'w'ictics, Produce Officers and 
rn State of

e and place of attendance 
latcs.

12. Further information may be obtained from the Secretary, 
Public Service Commission, Ibadan, the Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Establishments and Training, Ibadan or the 

Tuitment Attache, Nigeria High Commission (Recruitment 
—9 Mor^mnbcrland Avenue, London, W.C.2.

E. A. Emuleomo,
Secretary, Public Service Commission

tclligcnt awareness of current affairs which any educated 
person may reasonably be presumed to possess.

(iii) General. This will consist of two questions—one will 
test ability to detect dubious thinking, and will contain short 
passages of which the Logical Force is to be discussed 
critically. The other will test ability to draw Statistical 
Inferences from a table of numerical data.

6. The written examination will be held on the 25th of April, 
1969 in Lagos, Ibadan, Ife, London, Washington and at such 
oilier centres as may be determined later.

7. Minimum transport expenses to and from London and 
Washington will be refunded to candidates who arc in the

i o J-—-—.- — British Isles or the United States of America respectively, who
be invited for tests and interviews travel to and from those cities for the purpose of taking the 
ion Board. The Public Service written examination. In respect of attendance at the Public 

a&S&s. s=n; B„s.
neither serving officers nor resident in the city where the Board 
is held to help them in defraying the cost of their accommoda­
tion and transport expenses in that city. A refund of minimum 
local transport expenses to and from the place of interview is 
also payable. In all cases candidates will be responsible for 
arranging their own accommodation and transport and meeting 
the cost in the first instance.

8. Each candidate will be required to pay an examination 
fee of £5 5s Od which is not refundable.

9. Serving officers are being informed of the special arrange­
ments affecting them. Other candidates who have already 
applied on Form WNPSC. 1 for appointment to one or more of 
the classes mentioned in paragraph 1 above should, if in Nigeria, 
send to the Secretary, Public Service Commission. Ibadan, 
Treasury Receipt for the £5 5s Od competition fee or, if outside 
Nigeria, send £5 5s Od by Money Order or Postal Order, crossed 
m each case, to the authority to whom they addressed their 
applications on Form WNPSC. 1 under a covering letter

t0 their applications. These must be received not later 
than 20th February, 1969. This Commission will not accept 
any responsibility for money sent in any other manner than that 
prescribed.

10. Candidates who have 
should send the fee in the r 
application on "

igncu to test ocrvicc x_omr..

st African ’ 
lies in due

)wing papers:

they : 
hcatic

It is notified for the information --------- J!
the 1969 competition for entry to the Adminianu<.». 
the Special Departmental Classes of /Xuditors, 
Registrars of Co-operative Societies, Produce Of? 
Inspectors of Taxes, all in Scale ’A’, in the Westen 
Nigeria Public Service will start in April 1969.

2. The competition comprises:
(а) a qualifying written examination, conducted by the 

West African Examinations Council;
(б) a scries of tests and interviews, known as an Extended 

Interview, conducted by the Public Service Selection Board;
(c) an interview before the Public Service Commission.

Only those candidates who reach the qualifying standard in 
the written examination will be invited for tests and interview- 
by the Public Service Sclcctic 
Commissioners will subsequen 
didate’s performance at the Sei-------------------,
will themselves interview.

3. To be eligible for admission to the competition, a candidate 
who is not already a serving officer in the Western Slate of 
Nigeria Public Service must hold a First or Second Class 
Honours Degree from a recognised University, or alternatively 
in the case of the Special Departmental Classes of Auditors 
and Inspectors of Taxes, a recognised professional qualification, 
i.c., the Final Certificate or Associate Membership of any of 
the following Professional Bodies:

(0 Institute of Chartered Accountants:
GO Association of Certified and Corporate Accountants;
(Hi) Institute of Cost and Works Accountants;
(fr) Institute of Municipal Treasurers and Accountants.

Note. (1) For the Special Departmental Classes of Assistant 
Registrars of Co-operative Societies, an Honours Degree in 
Economics is preferable and for the Class of Produce Officers, 
the Honours Degree must be cither in Agriculture or Economics.

(2) ‘Recognised’ in the above context means ‘recognised by aPPl 
the Government of Western State of Nigeria.’ refer

4. Candidates who arc sitting for any of the above qualifica­
tions in 1969 will also be eligible for admission to the competition 
on the understanding that if they fail to secure the appropriate 
qualifications, they will automatically drop out of the com- , 1 
petition. she.

— ..... ....ve not yet applied but wish to do so 
: fee in the manner prescribed above, with their 

Form WNPSC. 1, to the Secretary, Public
5. The written examination will not be designed to test ^crvicc Co.mm,ss’°n. Ibadan, if they arc in West Africa, or to

candidates on the subjects in which they hold degrees, but, to 1 . Rccruitmcnt Attache, Nigeria High Commission (Re­
test their ability to think clearly and to understand and write \vU^’\1Cnr Section), 9 Northumberland Avenue, London,
English and also their knowledge of current affairs, with c u 1 arc ,uropc, or to the Head of Chancery, 
particular reference to West African Affairs. Notes for the Embassy of Nigeria, 500 Dupont Circle Building, Washington 6, 
guidance of candidates drawn up by the XX'est African V, 1 ‘hey are in the United States of America or Canada. 
Examinations Council will be issued to all candidates in due ~PC aPP lcH’°n5. ana *ces niust be received not later than 
course. The Examination will comprise the following papers: inursuay, 20th February, 1969.

central idea of the passage.
(ii) Current Affairs. This will be in two parts. Paper I will I .. 

consist of three questions of the traditional Essay type, all of Ministry of Establishmc
which must be answered. Paper II, an objective test, will Recruitment Attache, Nig
consist of fifty questions, all of which must also be answered. Section), 9 Northumbcrlar 
In both papers the range of questions will be such as will 
cater for the graduate, the University student as well as the 
non-graduatc. The questions arc intended to test the in- ;
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For further details: 

Telephone 01-254 3941 
or write

Protem Secretary, 
66 ClissoM Crescent, 

London, N.16.

THE AFRICAN CITY (6) 
“Alien Minorities in African Cities” 

by Mr. Simon Abbott.
Tuesday, lllh February 7.30 pm. 
Admission 2s. 6d. Members free. 

African Centre.
3S King Street Covent Garden, W.C.2.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
MUST BE PREPAID

IT CASH.POSTAL ORDERS OR MONEY ORDERS ONLY

»d»erti»emenu are accepted on the expreu terms:—th'y 
ire subject to ancellidon -about notice it the discretion 
el the publishers and whilst every effort will be made to 
publish the advertisement, on the dues specified, no 
euirintee of insertion due an be given. Signatures of the 
two highest ranking officers must be received for 
advertisements suing lists of elected oh.cer^ The 
proprietors do not iccept lability for loss or damage 
caused by printed errors or inaccuracies and they may 
nuke any alteration or re-arrangement in the wording of

s •• w- "*
UEBU-REMO UNION.

ANNUAL GENERAL

IJESHA UNION OF GREAT BRITAN 
AND IRELAND

PLACE. 103 GOWER STREET, W£l 
TIME: 2 pm.

K. O. OLAITAN, General SecrcUf)

WEST AFRICA 
is now on sale at lcad>nE newsagents

EDINBURGH 
and 

GLASGOW 
fekx;<ro“xnx^""“’

OGBOMOSO PARAPO 
(Gt. Britain and Ireland) 

ANNUAL CONVENTION
This is to inform members that the 
Annual Convention of the PARAPO will 
take place on Sunday, 16th February, 
1^69. at All Saints Church Hall. Prince 
of Wales Drive, Battersea Park. London, 

S.W.ll.
STARTING FROM 12 NOON prompt. 

AGENDA
1. Reading and adoption of minutes of 

the last meeting.
2. President’s Report.
3. Correspondence.
4. Finance.

BREAK FOR REFRESHMENT.
5. Debate on President's Speech
6. Mouon to amend the constitution— 

Mr. A. Emiola.
7. Election of Officers.

DUNNI AYANDIPO. 
Publicity Secretary

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 
An industrial concern in Nigeria is 
seeking manufacturers who can 
invest capital, supply needed 
machinery and establish joint 
ventures for a pencils manufac­
turing factory to be established in 
Nigeria. Write in complete con­

fidence giving full details to:— 
NDAH DEVELOPMENT CO.

LTD.,
P.M.B. 1035, 

IKEJA, 
LAGOS. NIGERIA.

LONDON’S WEST AFRICAN RECORD CENTRE 

STERN’S RADIO 
126 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, Wl.

Telephone: 01-387 1539 and 5553 

TOP HITS FROM NIGERIA I! 
FOUR NEW CONGO LP.i AND FORTY NEW CONGO SINGLES

Titlei Artiste Price

SJSaSabb. •; ::: ::: ::: ::: ~ ~
‘i; ; i “ih 

Stirtime Vol. 1,2. <■ 3 ............................Dark City Suters ..................... £1 17s. W.
Eni Moyi Wura/To Keep Nigeria One ... Ogundare ............................. 17s-

: : ::: lit tt 
OlomVcbtrT.m*M»ria Odeko Ehenewr Obey ’''I:

ft ft
Three new E.P., bVojo^wa^JIgali MuVaTba.'Ebcn'eler Obey-Price 13.. 6d. 

New L.P.1 by Adcolu's Western Toppers Band. Price £1 17s. fid.

Postage In England and Home Counties—Is. fid. per record. Air Postage U.S.A. Ils. per lb. 
Records posted all over the world.

EBI TE YIE by the AFRICAN BROTHERS, IO/9d.

On receipt of 2s. fid., together with a large, stamped, addressed envelope, our 
new comprehensive list will be forwarded.

your wedding
Complete Coverage at thc-Churc 

Reception.
Choice of Service: —

1. Photographed (Wedding albu® 
supplied).

. Filmed—in colour.

. Recorded—on tape.
Write or telephone no«:-
JULIAN BROWN

15 St. Loo Mansions, 
St. Loo Avenue. Chelsea, 

Tel.: 01-352 8850.

THE GOLDEN STAR CLLB
46 Westbournc Road, N.7 

(otT McKenzie Road).
Open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday. 

Records and Go Go Show 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday.

Proudly present 
The Rhythm Soul African Highlife 

Dance Band.
Licensed Bar for members
Club open from 7 o’clock 

cnouincs for booking of Bands, 
: contact Top Deck Management 

at the above address.
Bands arc available for all functions plus 

Disc Jockey .
Tel: 01-607 6573.

TRADE NOTICE

A large Nigerian Exporting Com­
pany has line quality Nigerian 
coffee (Robusta and Laberica), 
Gum Arabic (all grades of Sokoto, 
Maiduguri, etc.). Sheanut and 

Piassava for export.
Enquiries are invited from reput­

able importers.
All enquiries should be directed to 

The Export Manager, 
P.M.B. 1035. Ikeja, Lagos State, 

Nigeria.

IKEJA DIVISIONAL UNION
The inaugural meeting of the above 

named Union 
will be held on

Sunday. 23rd February , 1969. 
at 2 p.nL prompt.

All Indigenous citizens from .•
Ikeja and Mushin Districts arc 

dially invited to attend.
Meeting place: 9 City Mansions. 
North Rd.. London. N.7. Nearest 
tube station. Caledonian Road Buses 

14. 17. 221. 196. 127. 253.
Conveners- R. B. A. Jafojo.

A. A. Shongobiyi.
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SITUATIONS VACANT

Vacancies for

GHANAIAN MOTORS SPARE PARTS SUPERVISORS

Applicants in Ghana should apply at once to

The General Manager, Africa Motors, P.O. Box 1642, Accra, Ghana.

Vacancies for

NIGERIAN TRAINEE COMPUTER STAFF
vacancy).

The training will be arranged in the U.K. and will start in about July/August 1969. It will
continue for approximately twelve months.

applicants

Closing date for application is 28lh February 1969.

Apply giving full particulars to the Recruitment Manager,

The United Africa Company Limited, 1 Blackfriars Road, London, S.E.1.

from Nigerians currently in 
jrammers. (There

Applicants should have been educated 

equivalent. They also must have had 

Parts Store. If they have attended 
advantage.

Applicants must be under 30 years of age.

from students in their final year of Degree Courses. The subject 
3 as applicants are capable of logical thought and

up to West African School Certificate standard or the 

some years practical experience in keeping a Motor Vehicle Spare 

courses in spare parts administration, this would be an added

Applicants in the U.K. who are planning to return t® Ghana before the end of 1969 should apply 

to The Recruitment Manager, The United Africa Company Limited, 1 Blackfriars Road, London, S.E.1.

Africa Motors a member of The United Africa Company of Ghana Group, has vacancies for 

Ghanaians to take up positions as Spare Parts Supervisors in Ghana which offer good prospects 

for career advancement.

Applications are invited now f 
of the degrees course is not important so long 
have an aptitude for this type of work.

The United Africa Company of Nigeria Limited invites applications f.w.„ 
the U.K. who have the ambition to be trained to become Systems Analysts/Progi 
will be more than one vacancy).

Those who satisfactorily complete the training will proceed to Lagos to become members of 
the Company's Computer Centre Staff.
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th.^ ~ D-"^Tnn Students highly recommend 
'■ Kapai Results " way to examination 

;^\~and W1th ovcr 155.000 passes, it's 
You rccci« first-class postal 

aX.b>rABnuiL and ,carn swiftly in the 
comtort of sour own home. No text books 
ilsclfUt,Ulrcd‘ ^VCfy course is complete in 
enriv ’ ‘ ’ -you are guided step-by-step to 
hi examination successes for: G.C.E., 
and Banking:. Secretaryship
chn«man> olhfr examinations. To help vou 
FrSz* Vos"'" SC°d y°“ °n appl,cano" "our 
"nte today to: Careers Adviser,

THE RAPID RESULTS COLLEGE 
<• \v t'n J’hl-3. Tuition House. London. 
Tr .r i °S 03,1 at 235 Grand Buildings, 
•niralgar Square. W.C.2 Telephone: 01-930

Member of the Association of 
British Correspondence Colleges.

4 N eithcraje plot to ovenhrow the NEC.
-’-J kaiers. install Air Marshal Otu 

as head cf a nr* sniEtary administration 
las: December. and restore Dr. Kwamc 

by March this year
: Director of Public 
N. K. Taylor, at the 

opening of state evidence before the 
a—iron Commission, inquiring into Air 
Marshal Otu's alleged subversive activities. 
Mr Taylor claimed that General Ankrah. 
Messrs. Hartley and Deku of the NLC. the 
A-zcrney-General (Mr. Victor Owusu), Mr. 
Komla Gbedemah—former Finance Minis­
ter—and a businessman. Mr. Mark Colic, 
were all marked down for death, and Dr. 
Kofi Busia and Mr. Joe Appiah for arrest.

Some security men who went to Guinea 
from China with Dr Nkrumah after the 
coup, and some students sent from the 
USSR to Guinea, were given military train­
ing in Guinea. Mr. Taylor said: a Guinean 
army officer supervised training at a camp 
on Tamara island, and boxes of arms and 
ammunition were shown to trainees at the 
Alpha Yaya camp, where—Mr. Taylor 
added—it was said they (the arms and 
ammunition) would be taken by sea to a

b near Nzima in Ghana’s Western 
:gion [Nzima is Dr. Nkrumah’s home 
strict]. Dr. Nkrumah. as well as the 
curity chiefs Ambrose Yankcy senior and 

,_nior. addressed the trainees, said the 
DPP, adding that the ex-Prcsidcnt had a 
radio transmitter and receiver seized from

• the Ghana mission in Conakry, and acquired 
a powerful receiver from the USSR, so .

i that he could listen in to messages from 
i Ghana army and police headquarters (he 
1 listened to reports of the April 17, 1967. 
j rising. Mr. Taylc

The DPP men 
he alleged, had 

j Guinea, includi" 
I head of the 
, Mr. Taylor 
| been official!

in cost

Ur. Appiah
Olti in tluil moiilli'v 
Olii Imd. Il'’ iillrBi'd.

ka Miiutly bflfo’i- lit'' April 
,,)iuM nifothin will. Appliih 

in | oikIoii in 11"' ini"» Pfiifi. 
, (old him ry. lyililni' iilmill lite

he li.id, in I"'1 Ml I aVl(l( 
i oi ov<iil.i"'.‘/ifn' (h>iif*inl«

reports 
Taylor added).

mtioned many people who. 
j visited Dr. Nkrumah in 

,jding Mr. Ekow Eshun, former 
: CPP overseas branch and [xs 
• admitted, though it has not 
illy admitted in Ghana before] 

now in custody in Ghana. He said Dr. 
Nkrumah had spoken to some people of 
many unsuccessful plots to return to 
power. On Air Marshal Otu. he said that 
there was one allegation putting the former 

I Chief of Defence Staff on the list of those 
1 to be arrested after the planned coup. 

but that other evidence suggested he hud 
. written to the cx-Presidcnt and had met 

'xiled CPP leaders in London; that leltcis 
:,lk.geJlj. from him and wmeono che lu.l 

. u.cn wnt lo another I andon Nkmniiih 
1 supporter. Hubert Aiwh'. »"■!
: ullieer »ho took a letter from All Maf.hu 

■....... ......

■ Kotoia W-' 

risine of lu» «>t
I and Film" i 

but had not 
meetins (whete I 
alleged—apokeil

GHANA
Otu Enquiry: Story of Coup Plot

Ankrah and Kotoka, though sayng 
net wish to restore Dr. Nkrumab).

Mr. Taylor said the plot pum® 
carried out on Dec. 12. 196S, J™ 
“Operation Double Cclcbrauon .il 
succeeded, he said. Air Marsha a 
have taken over and accused t 
enslaving and selling it to 
capitalism. Then he would have 
a state ot emergency and allowed Jri 
refugees to return, according o 
account, before calling elections la 

Dr. Nkrumah's return.
O Mr B D. Addai (Ashanti F 
said" in the Constituent Asscmb 
Ghana should have a statej 
occupied by a “Ghanahenc 
state, so tnat the co^try 
a monarchy. The 
should be a chief from < 
of Chiefs, who—together 
of learning, the Christian 
Muslim Council—should elec 
Ghanaian ciuzen, he said, 
entitled to become heir ;o me 
since everyone belonged to are.

Dr. Alex Kycrcmatch. C m 
Local Government, and L 
hene, managing director o^ 
(now on leave), have 
Assembly that a number 
mittecs should be set ’ 
various aspects of the C 

Dr. Kyercmaten ( 
City Management Comr 

nber of the Asscmt 
which committee 

and submit his 
nittee s,.v---------
forward the result 

bly.
S. N. Acquah (Amanfi Adc 

District) said it sbould be 
the Constitution that no p 

minister or other minister 
receive gifts for his perso^ 

so said the President shoul 
“ nef from a Rcgioni- 

a five-yearly rotatiff 
and any foreigner who wished to 
a Ghanaian should first have (■ 
allegiance to a stool.

Public speeches on 
proposals have continued 
Assembly.

Proceedings at the Assembly car 
standstill several times one day bcca 
was no quorum. The Speaker had 
the Marshals of the Assembly to 
the members’ common room to 
members who were relaxing.

° The I'ioneer says there is “gcnU- 
Ihat electors may not be photogrs 
the t'lcctoral Commission bef- 
gcneial elections because the pho 
r«|iilpment has been delayed. Th— 
Ekvtotal Commissioner. Mr. Jta 
Ctabhe, .said he would be “■ 
ion y" if the photographing 
litlpoiilhlo.
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surplus, and economic ,-u 
Re-activated by its £2m.

Bank, the Produce Marketing 
now able to buy all produce 

It is believed that the board's 
company in London has been 

lling bigger qua 
that it has be

local production of food remains unsafslac- 
tory. It seems, therefore, that as the 
Financial Times says: "Continued restraint 
in government expenditure, control of illicit 
diamond digging, increased local food pro­
duction this therefore is the simple but 
unappetising economic programme before 
the government. To enforce it. political 
stability and political strength are essential."

against 749 carats in 1942. but he would 
still like more reinvestment by the com­
pany and hoped for the day when 90 per 
cent, of senior staff would be Sierra 
Leoneans. He promised that the govern­
ment would do its best to control illicit 

in SLST leases; the number of 
rs in the Kono district, where the 
lie. would be reduced to reasonable 

Mr. J. B. Morton. SLST's resident 
said that the comj 

tcurity problem, whi> 
I by getting nd of 1 
'gers'* from the area 
‘foreign elements."

.....__________________________
Ba"ia Teian Sie- and A/rj- Telan Sic. together with the 

■ing in procession to the church and cemetery from 
>f the late Governor-General. Sir Henry Lightfoot

• The Western Nzima Youth Association 
has been banned in the Western Region 
on the grounds that it was working for 
political purposes and was not properly 
registered under law. It is also accused 
of inciting people not to pay rates.
0 The Government is I 
orientation course for 
trained doctors, it is repe 
was started because it 
Soviet medical training

0 Treason charges agai 
Juxon-Smith, other membe 
and two former Attorneys 
held at a special session 
Court an February 
charges arising out 
over in March 1967 aj 
Lansana and 15 ethers I

• Speaking at the opening of a new plant 
at the Sierra Leone Selection Trust 
diamond mine, the Minister of Mines and 
Labour said the government intended to 
review mining agreements to ensure Sierra 
Leone obtained maximum benefits front 
them. He noted that the SLST production 
now averaged 700,000 carats annually.

SIERRA LEONE 
Economy on 
Recovery road
I ED by Mr. Brian Quinn, former Intcr- 

national Monetary Fund resident 
representative in Frcctowm, a four-man 
IMF delegation is this week in Sierra 
Leone. The visit is a routine one of the 
kind Ute IMF arranges to countries, which. 
«:t._ Lvonc, have stand-by credits from 

Sierra Leone has had two 
The first, for S3 6m. was in 

r the Margai Government and 
for a similar sum. was made 

in i-wvcmoer 1967, after an IMF delega­
tion had visited the country to study­
measures taken to balance the budget 
and improve the balance of payments.

IMF credits arc made to member stales 
of the Fund not as loans or budgetary 
support but to provide foreign currency 
against local currency They have to be 
repaid within five years During this period 
the Fund expects a creditor to take steps 
to improve its balance of payments and 
its domestic financial stability.
A correspondent writes:

This time the delegation's visit is unlikely 
to be followed by a stand-by credit. This 
is not only because a third stand-by credit, 
unlike a first and a second, is by no 
means automatic for Fund members, but 
because Sierra Leone probably docs not 
need one. The second credit has not been 
fully drawn and the economic situation, 
from the IMFs point of view, is fairly 
good. Overseas reserves, at some £lHm, 
now stand at twice their level at the end 
of 1967, continued restraint in government 
expenditure is likely to produce a budget 

activity is reviving.
loan from the

Standard 
Board is 
offered, 
marketing __ ,
handling bigger quantities than ever before, 
and that it has been able to take better 
advantage of booming world cocoa prices 
(although the crop is comparatively small— 
4,000-5,000 tons) than Ghana or Nigeria. 
Coffee prospects look good and palm 
produce marketing has been normal.

Last year sales of diamonds by 
diggers were a record; long-term Japanc 
contracts will allow Sierra Leone Dcvclc 
ment Company to extend production pro. 
ably, and bauxite production is satisfacto1 
Rulilo production by Sherbro Minerals, 
is true, has run into serious technical diffi­
culties, which appear to affect the dredge, 
while the quality of the vast deposits is 
also now questioned.

For mining, however, main source for 
many of the country's overseas earnings, 
the serious problem is the illicit digging 
on the Sierra Leone Selection Trust leases, 
now on such a scale that the company’s 
operations may be jeopardised if the

O Abolition of the 12 district councils 
responsible for local government outside 
Freetown and the Western Area has been 
suggested in the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. E. G. Kargbo. He alleged that 
the councils had been responsible for a 
"terrible waste" of public funds, running 
into hundreds of thousands of leones, and 
that they lacked competent staff. Mr. 
Prince Williams, the member for Bo town 
and a former chairman of Bo Council, 
said that in the past district councils had 
run effectively, but dishonesty and ineffi­
ciency had led to their downfall. Although 
time after time the Auditor-General’s

iged to protect the leases, 
1 its authority.
into production of the 
•s not an unmixed bless­

ing. BP is providing the management and 
other companies have participated in the 
equity. But because its conception, under 
the Margai regime, was unrealistic, the 
refinery is going to need subsidising in 
some form. The tourist hotel at Lumley 
Beach, one of the best examples of a 
"white elephant" in Africa, remains 
empty. Happily, it has been paid for (the 
trouble about the refinery is that the 
government still has to find most of the 
cost), yet no operator can be found who 
will take it as a gift.

Unemployment, the Prime Minister has 
said, is the country’s most serious prob­
lem. It is particularly serious because 
some of it arises from retrenchment of 
uneconomic projects of the Margai regime. 
But there is little that the government 
itself can do to improve the situation, since 
as a correspondent has pointed out in the 
London Financial Times, any effort artifici­
ally to provide employment attracts yet more 
people from rural areas to the towns, and. 
by creating purchasing power which is trans­
lated into a demand for imports, can affect 
the balance of payments. In the meantime

tx carats in 
more reinvestment 
hoped for the day 
senior staff woul<

He

reports had drawn attention to corruption 
and incompetence nothing had been done. 
Other members suggested that the councils 
were too big and the members incor 
tent. The Minister of Finance allege 
unsuccessful candidates for parli 
entered the councils.

Mr. Siaka Stevens himself, it has been 
reported, on taking office said that reform 
of the councils was one of his objectives.

The Deputy Minister in the Prime 
Minister's office alleged in the debate that 
it was usual for presidents of district coun­
cils to connive with officials to make our 
bogus contracts. On the other hand, the 
chiefdom administrations were equally 
corrupt. Other speakers maintained that 
district councils must remain, but need 
reform. The Minister of the Interior said 
that nothing hasty could be done, but that a 
committee would be appointed to examine 
the problem.
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under OAU auspices in Algiers 
March 10 to 16.

—'an hotel * 
.ials on an 

with help 
The hotel 

participants in th 
which Mali has no 

for reasons of expet

• All political prisoners 
by the previous rdgimc

there was a six-hour march-past on Kin­
shasa's Boulevard 30 Juin. President 
Mobutu presented the Grand Cordon of the 
Order of the Leopard to Presidents Bongo 
(Gabon). Lamizana (Upper Volta), Eyadema 
(Togo), and Mme Hamani Diori. All other 
Presidents present had previously received 
this decoration.

r report on the OCAM Nigeria peace 
>n, see page 165.)
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IVORY COAST
Projects for a new coastal road linking 

Accra and Abidjan have been discussed by 
a Ghanaian delegation visiting the Ivory 
Coast capital (regular meetings were agreed 
after General 
Coast last /— 
run along thv 
lagoon, from 
Assinic, via Assinic 
of the lagoon. 
Tarkwa. Sour 
Development Bank, which I 
seminar on transport in Afr. 
quarters in Abidjan (to make an inventor 
of existing and planned transport proji 
on the African continent), would be will 
to finance the project. At the 
Accra and Abidjan arc only linkc 
long internal road via Abengoi 
Sunyam. crossing the border at 
Ahenkro.

been red 
.1 nr* 

: grouped 
:h as Sufi 

Keita (Fi 
jrny). U 

and G 
all of 

long the ne» 
Karim Ba 

in Washing 
ondon), who b 

T.ansport, 
icrly Ambassid 
Secretary for li 
• figure is a I 
,e government 

. Secretary of 2 
Service Ctviqut (i 
Chief of Staff < 

and a leading 
>m the old oppow 
■ 1950s. Barry Ibr 

Secretary-Gent 
will also be 

f State for Id 
created. -M
Secretary t 

j of the P

2,000 mo u mere at the tw 
"recession of former Vice-Pr 

ipson. The President < 
suit and top hat, m 
cortifge along the ha 
Palm Grove cemetery

MALI
A joint Franco-Malian commissu 

met in Bamako to discuss economic, 
rial and monetary relations. This 
fourth meeting of the commission sit 
France-Mali monetary agreements in

egation of Egyptiar 
,uw talks with officials 

built in Bamako ““ 
ian technicians.

med to house partic 
ican Games 
------>t host

IN BRIEF
Liberian President and Mrs. Tubma 

among 2,000 mourners *u 
funeral procession of former 
Clarence Simpson. The Pr< 
in morning 
behind the 
route to the

movement of people and 
matic relations, a ccncr 
be found in time, 
a special mission by

■ Upper Volta to Bang 
and that Congo-K 
agreed to normalise their relations, 
conference was followed by announcements 
that traffic across the Congo had been 
resumed, and that the Centrafrican blockade 
of Chad had been halted. On his return 
to Fort Lamy from Kinshasa, President 
Tombalbaye of Chad said: “we cannot con­
tinue to quarrel, for quarrels risk compro­
mising the interests of our peoples There­
fore. in the political and even in the 
economic view of OCAM and above all of 
the OAU we shall have to co-opcrat 
an airport interview while seeing off i 
ing leaders. President Mobutu said tl 
conference had succeeded in restoring peace 
to Central Africa.

The day after the conference closed all 
leaders present (President Tsiranana of 

gascar left before the final closing 
., to go to Pans on his way home)

SENEGAL
Talks with the Gambia

Sources in Bathurst indicate that the 
Prime Minister, Sir Dauda K. Jawara, has 
expressed “surprise" to the Senegak 
High Commissioner in The Gambia. 1 
Babacar N'Diaye at public complaints by 
President Senghor and his Finance 
Minister Jean Colin at the level of 
smuggling from the Gambia to Senegal 
(President Senghor has described the 
smuggling as posing a “mortal peril " to 
the Senegalese economy, while M. Cohn 
described it as “economic aggression.") 
Sir Dauda is reported to have told M. 
N'Diaye that a matter such as this should 
be discussed through diplomatic channels. 
In a Press conference, he said that he 
had expressed concern and regret to the 
Senegalese. The Gambian govt 
remained convinced that the inter 
the two countries were best served by d 
cussions “in the spirit of the 1967 Tree 
of Association," not through “pub 
accusation and counter-accusation." I 
also said “The Gambia sympath 
the Senegalese economic situatior 
there is anything she can help 

igly do so." 
ittcr was high on the agenda of 

veek’s meeting in Bathurst of the 
.•cgal-Gambia inter-ministerial cornmit- 
•. which was to be followed by a meeting 
tween President Senghor and Sir Dauda.

GUINEA
The government has been 

and enlarged to include several 
tarics of state. These arc 
a few “key" ministers, such . 
Diallo (Finance). Nfamara 
Trade), Ismael Tourc (Econor 
Bcarogui (Foreign Affairs) 
Diagne ’ ,r'
remain 
tancs 
(formerly ~—
recently auvivJitci 
Secretary of State 
Sckou Camara, for’ 
Pekin, who is now 
Trade. Anot' 
military man 
Kaman Dial 
charge of 
as being 
People's 
Diallon 
the PD(

• An agricullural scheme w malel 
self-supporting in farm produce 
launched by the PGG.

• Several new ambassadors 
appointed, notably M. Fad,ala Ko 
moves from the Moscow entta 
become Ambassador to USA 
based in Washington, replacing M. 
Bangoura; M. Dioro D'allo. 
Governor of Guineas Mali region 
sent to Moscow; M Ansou K 
former Governor of Kandoura repo 
envoy to Peking. Other appomtnw 
Mr. Sakho (Havana), and M u.
Souarc (Lagos).

• A conference of experts of the organi­
sation of Senegal River States (OERS) has 
met in Conakry to discuss stock breeding 
and measures to combat cattle diseases. 
This is the first meeting under the organisa­
tion’s auspices since the coup in Mali in 

Representatives of all four 
itrics (Guir— °------ ’

) took part L,, ««
meeting. 
Gambia, 

flowed by 
ce in Dakar

Conference Decisions
'T'HE summit of OCAM attended by ten 
x out of fourteen presidents (see last week) 

was held in Kinshasa last week from January 
27 to 29. The final communique recorded, 
notably, that President Dion of Niger had 
been re-elected by acclamation to a third 
term as chairman of the organisation; satis­
faction that Congo-K and Rwanda had 
decided to resume relations; a decision to 
co-ordinate their efforts in inter-African and 
international politics; a call for a united 
front in the renegotiation of the Yaounde 
Convention of association with the EEC 
for maintaining and reinforcing preferences, 
and obtaining price support and acceptance 
by the FED of the necessity for rapid indus­
trialisation of associated states; a call for 
the removal of the convention before 31 
May at the latest; a reaffirmation of 
solidarity with the OCAM sugar agreement, 
noting that the heads of state had studied 
means for improving its efficiency; approval 
of the creation of an African Cultural 
Institute, and of measures to increase the 
action of member states in international 
organisations such as the World Bank and 
the IMF, whose representatives addressed 
the conference. Other resolutions from the 
Council of Ministers meeting prior to the 
summit were also adopted, including not­
ably the approving report of OCAM Secre­
tary-General Falilou Kane. This said that 
the organisation had stayed generally within 
its 1968 budget of 242.800.000 CFA francs 
(£323,000), but the budget for the forth­
coming year would be slightly reduced 
because some of last year’s budget had not 
been paid: some countries were not even 
paid up for previous years. Reports differed, 
however, on the amount still owed.

The conference approved the admission 
of Mauritius to OCAM; the island's Premier, 
Sir Sccwosagur Ramgoolam, was an 
observer at the meeting. It was also 
agreed that the next OCAM summit would 
be held in Yaounde in January 1970.

In^his closing speech to the conference. 
President Hamani Dion announced that 
Congo-K and Congo-B had agreed at the 
request of OCAM (in a message transmitted 
to Brazzaville by President Eyadema of 
Togo) to normalise their relations in the 
economic field without delay as well as in 
transport, telecommunications and the free 

id goods. On diplo- 
iretc solution would 

He also announced that 
f President Lamizana of 
igui had been successful 

Chad and CAR had
The lidjan have been discussed 

delegation visiting the Ivory 
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il Ankrah’s state visit to Ivory 
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‘ I think this 
ising the pro! 
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• The Dahomcj 
criticised by 
over the dirty

re long it
Lagos decli 
OCAM initiative, and 

newsmen that the

work of the OAU Consultative Committee 
of which both Niger and Congo-K are 
members, or whether a new demarche might 
be made. It has been known that for some 
time the OAU Committee has been making 
strenuous efforts to fulfil the mandate 
had from last September's OAU summit 
Algiers 
Addis

1 speculation about 
peace mission arising < 
summit in Kinshasa (sc_ , 
subject had been raised at 
opening session by President 
Boigny of Ivory Coast, who 
unhappy war between Nigcn. 
would without doubt be c.__
unofficial sources confirm that the 
had several meetings on the subject. No 
mention of the war was made in the 
official communique, however, and the 
OCAM Secretary-General. Falilou Kane, 
when asked if any peace move had been 
agreed on. would neither confirm nor deny 
such a move. A little more light was cast 

subject by President Tombalbaye of 
speaking on his departure at Ndnli 

Ft; he said that Presidents Dion and 
tu. “with their colleagues." had been 

entrusted by OCAM "with the task of 
going to a fncndlv countrv to meet both 
antagonists"; OCAM had “the imperative 
duty to force these brothers to agree " It 
was not dear from this, however, whether 
it had merely been decided to encourage the

jss relief airlift from 
i-hcld territory has 

three unsuccessful 
aircraft had to turn back 

landing at Uli. appat 
landi 

report
- the Bi.

airstrip). Later, when the difli- 
three aircraft 
on one night.

° The new Red Cros 
Cotonou to Biafran- 
finally started, after 
attempts when 
without 
of confusion over the 
pilots (the codes are 
every week, to help 
use of the airstrip), 
culty had been overcome, 
went from Cotonou to Uli 
August Lindt. International Red Cross com­
missioner general for West Africa, who 
had negotiated with President Zinsou the 
agreement on the airlift, flew on the first 
flight. Food stored in Fernando Po is being 
taken from there to Cotonou by air and 
sea (about 5,000 tons of food arc thought 
to be in Fernando Po).

Is There an OCAM 
Peace Mission?
'T'HERE has been a certain amount of 
* speculation about a possible OCAM 

out of last week's 
see page 142). The 

I the conference's 
nt Houphouet- 

who said that "the 
ia and Biafra " 
discussed, and 

Presidents 
subject, 

made in 
and

° The Soviet Ambassador in Nigeria, Mr. 
A I. Romanov, has warned all foreign 
powers to steer clear of Nigeria's internal 
affairs or face the consequences. The envoy 
said it has become crystal clear that some 
foreign countries, particularly the United 
States, were responsible for the prolonga­
tion of the current war in Nigeria. He 
deplored the dubious role of the Americans 
who. he said, were well known for hiding 
their faces after causing serious crises 
between two countries or internal conflicts 
between brothers of one nation. He warned 
that the silence of the Soviet Union in the 
Nigerian crisis should not be taken for 
laziness or stupidity, adding that the 
Soviet people were peace-loving and would 
not like to be dragged into a crisis which 
is the internal affair of Nigeria Mr. 
Romanov was speaking at Kaduna airport 
before flying to Lagos at the end of a 
two-day visit to the North-Central State 
capital, during which he attended a con­
ference of the N gcnan-Soviei Friendship 
and Cultural Association.

(More Nigeria News on next page.)

NIGERIA
Bombing Raid on 
Midwest

FEDERAL government statement has 
said that an unidentified plane flew 

over Midwest State last week, and bombed 
Obagie village, killing four people and 
wounding others Obagic is eight miles from 
Benin, and there was speculation that the 
raid, the first on Nigcnan-held territory since 
Oct. 1967. was aimed at Benin airport The 
statement said "another strange aircraft 
also suspected to be in the service of the 
rebels dropped four home-made bombs in 
the vicinity of Calabar airport No-one was 
injured " The Nigerian air force is now 
on a '* seek and destroy" mission in what 
was called the "new situation." It is under­
stood that a similar aircraft had been seen 
over Benin earlier in the week, but no 
bombs had been dropped. The aircraft have 
also reportedly been seen at Sapele. Warn 
and Koko in the Midwest.

Meanwhile Biafra radio has said that 
Nigerian bombers attacked civilian centres 
in Biafra over the weekend, kilting 57 
people Increased frequency of air raids 
has been confirmed by a number of 
journalists currently in Biafra 

At a press conference in 
weekend. Chief Enahoro.

confirms 
currently 

press conference in Lagos at the 
... Chief Enahoro. Commissioner 

for Information, said the raid might have 
been carried out by an aircraft used by a 
relief organisation, "returning from the 
rebel-held areas where it picked up the 
bombs," which he said were home-made 
Molotov cocktails filled with shrapnel, 
similar to those dropped on Lagos in 1967. 
The government believed the aircraft had 
come from Libreville or Sao Tome, he 
said, and was a medium-sized transport 
aircraft, not a regular bomber Biafra has 
denied any responsibility for the raid.

There arc still no definite reports of the 
start of the expected federal offensive. 
Lagos sources suggest the objective is to 
cut Biafra in two on the Okigwi-Owcrri axis, 
rather than another frontal assault on 
Uli.^ Chief Enahoro. at last Saturday's news 

the Biafrans had 
outskirts/of Owcrri. 

been “ beaten back with heavy 
casualties ". He also said: " something is 
brewing. I can’t add to that." Sources 
earlier last week had said that the meeting 
of the army and air force commanders with 
the three divisional commanders in Benin 
had decided .to “step up" operations.

Chief Enahoro—no authorisation for Dahomey. 
national Red Cross with a base to resume 
its illegal flights the radio said it was hard 
to sec how this could be reconciled with 
Dahomey's declared support for Nigeria; 
“While we do not like to think that 
Dahomey is toeing the fine of Gabon and 
the Ivory Coast, it is hard to believe which 
side she is supporting in the current crisis." 
Chief Enahoro told newsmen that the 
federal government was opposed to all 
relief flights outside Nigeria: “ We have 
not authorised routes from Dahomey to 
rebel-held areas and indeed with the latest 
air action there is no prospect of giving 
them a free route. The federal government 
had no previous knowledge of the agree­
ment from the Dahomey government, 
which was always regarded as a friend. The 
Red Cross informed us of the agreement 
after it was signed." President Zinsou told 
newsmen in Yaounde (where he was stop­
ping over on his way back from the OCAM 
meeting in Kinshasa) that the flights were 
in line with his policy of getting the two 
sides round the conference table: 
“Dahomey is neither for Nigeria or Biafra 
in the conflict. I do not know what the 
attitude of the federal government is, but 
I am convinced for my pan that it will 
agree with us that we should both try to 
help human suffering."

ng

in 
to resume the work adjourned in 

/Xbaba shortly before, and it is 
expected to meet before long in Monrovia

■ Federal officials in Lagos declined to com­
ment on a possible C “ 
Chief Enahoro told newsmen that__
federal government would not react to such 
peace moves until it heard about them 
officially. Early this week, however. 
Admiral Wcy, Commander of the Nigerian 
Navy, took a special message from Gen. 
Gowon to Gen. Ankrah. who is also a 
member of the OAU Committee. On his 
return to Lagos, the Admiral said, when 
asked about OCAM: "We have no cause to 
doubt the ability of the OAU, but if any­
body wants to try let him do so. But we 
feel the OAU is capable of handling the 
Nigerian crisis." It is reported that this 
affirmation of confidence in the OAU was 
the keynote of Gen. Gowon's message.

In an interview President Mobutu said 
that he thought the Nigerian war had been 
going on for too long. “When military men 
take power, it is normally to bring better 
conditions for the people. But in Nigeria 
we arc watching a conflict which is. above 
all, tribal.” It was time the leaders began 
to think and ask themselves "why are we 
fighting He was quoted as saying that 
all participants in OCAM's summit were 
anxious for an early end to the war. Other 
reports said that most Presidents in the 
private discussions had felt that a cease­
fire should be pressed for. Rumours about 
a possible peace mission had alleged that 
representatives of Cameroon and Ivory 
Coast might be sent to Biafra. and of 
Dahomey and Niger to Lagos.

° In an interview in the Niamey maga­
zine Niger. Foreign Minister Abdou Sidikou 
said “We arc in favour of Nigerian unity, 
without ambiguity.” Asked if Niger’s 
attitude was conditioned by the presence 
in Niger of over Im. Hausa he said: “if 
we should think this we would ourselves 
be tribalising the problem. We arc close 
to the people of the North, but we don't 
want them to rule us through their 
numbers."
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News from the Stat
Following a meeting in Lagos of 

cation commissioners from the £2 
the federation, it was announced th 
“indigent students’ scheme” shoal 
scrapped. They recommended a m 
loan scheme for university studetn 
immediate federal government fia 
assistance for those of them who 
from war-stricken areas. Students a 
declared indigent should continu 
receive government aid. Earlier, Mr I 
Federal Commissioner for Educate 

under the scheme, for wind 
government allocated £1 

■. 621 students out of IJIi 
had benefited so far. On 

---------_ from some northern state 
the scheme was not being equitably1 
stored. Mr Briggs said that new® 
objecting to the principle of aidm 
students, but anxiety had been ex; 
ns to “the availability of suitable m 

i certain parts of the country." Her 
that the federal government was ar 

par.tics in educational developin' 
igena. and was determined to do 

gap without delay.

• ' A judge of the New Ycri> 
Supreme court has forbidden Susan’ 
to collect more money for Biafraa 
She was accused of civil, not era 
offences: unauthorised use of the ina 
two Biafra relief bodies, and collaM 
her own Babies Appeal, which, C 
stated, was no: registered under hi 
judge said Miss Garth had no facilit 
carry out her plans. She said later th 
had simply been “ honestly raising l 
for the starving children of Biafra. 
would now go on collecting in.the (JI

o Port Harcourt airport, closed « 
traffic since its capture last Mj 
Federal forces. has been ref 

1 ' Nigerian Airways arc prepanng 
j | schedules for passenger flights to th

O Chief S. L. Edu has resigned 
missioner for Health in Lag< 
because he says his “ many

‘ interests" were suffering. The .
urged him to resign 
to him in the Geor 
Airways.

NIGERIA —continued

French Deputies'Visits
The leader of the four-man French 

parliamentary delegation visi.ing Nigeria 
told Chief Enahoro that the French were 
sympathetic to Biafra because they con­
sidered the Biafrans underdogs. The con­
cern in France was based on humanitarian 
considerations. Chief Enahoro replied to 
this that there was only a thin line between 
humanitarian and political considerations. 
“Humanitarian considerations can predis­
pose victims of propaganda towards politi­
cal decision." A message was sent to the 
federal government from the Foreign 
Minister. Michel Dcbni. assuring Lagos 
that France «v»i£d continue to recognise 
only die federal government Before leaving 
Nigeria M. Fould said in all his tour of 
the federation, he had “not the slightest 
impression of genocide.**

A delegation of two Gaullist MPs visit­
ing Biafra called on France at the end of 
their visit to recognise the secessionist 
state. While in Umuahia they had witnessed 
a large pro-French rally, with a vast pic­
ture of de Gaulle, and cnes of “ Ojukwu 
Power." “De Gaulle Power" and "We 
love the French." Speakers at the rally 
said that France and America could check 
the Anglo-Soviet offensive.

• On Friday last week the US Secretary 
of State. W. P Rogers, summoned Nigerian 
Ambassador in Washington. Joe lyalla. to 
discuss developments in the Nigena-Biafra 
conflict. The same day, 27 Senators signed 
a resolution calling on the government to 
intervene for a cease-fire.

o Chief Obafcmi Awolowo, Federal 
missioncr for Finance, has receive 
Report of the Interim Revenue Aft’ 
Committee The Committee was apF 
in July last year to review the < 
revenue system in the country with i 
to “achieving a more equitable i 
division of revenue among the twelve 
of the Federation." The final arrarf 
will await the recommendation of th 
posed Constitutional Review Assemb' 
Fiscal Review Commission.

Nigerian students in America and the 
Caribbean have sent an open letter to 
Gen. Gowon calling for a quick end to 
the civil war to forestall US intervention 
for Biafra. The students claimed that a 
group of Senators and Congressmen, joined 
by Mrs. Pal Nixon, had launched a cam­
paign to arouse sympathy for the 
secessionists, and that if the war con­
tinued “the United States will come in with 
all its military might on the side of the 
secessionists "

Assets Tribunal i 
with the approval i 
cleared another 51 
g S. O. Ighodaro and 
)dcmo of Ishara.

road check-point.
® Dame Margery Perham, who 
tember, following a visit to Nice 
cast an appeal on Lagos Radio to 
to surrender, has written an open

O The church relief bodies merged
Church Aid. which has for several months 
organised the major relief effort for 
Biafran-hcld territory, have held their first 
meeting, in Copenhagen. They decided that 
Scandinavian churches would deal with 
transport contracts and recruitment of air 
crews. German organisations with sea 
transport of relief supplies. Vatican repre­
sentatives with air links between Europe 
and Sao Tome, and the World Council of 
Churches with press and information. Joint 
Church Aid is now able to organise about 
17 relief flights per night.
O A Nigerian Army finnj 
three Ibo civilians in a pul 
Enugu for trying to dclh 
the commander of the First 
Enugu He said the bomb we 
reaching the headquarters in 
Col. Mohammed Shuwa, killing tv 
soldiers and wounding two policemen at
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