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1
• The "whirlwind of change” 

which blew into African 
continent in form of 
democracy in 1990 was 
not powerful enough to 
completely blow off from 
Africa’s political scene 
the sit-tight rulers JSM 
gives you the details of 
tragedy of transition.

<3 Crisis, occasioned by 
Inter-foreign 
Exchange Market 
(IFEM) looms 
again in the money 
market making 
Nigeria's currency a 
weakling among 
foreign currencies.

The romance with
Molue buses by 
Lagosians has a couple of 
weeks ago become a 
death kiss, yet they 
cannot do away with 
these ‘wheeled 
coffins' without 
hardships.

In his hey days as Nigeria's Head of State, 
Gowon was synonymous with one Nigeria. a sym­
bol of Unity. Go-On-With-One-Nigeria. But since 
his fall in 1975 Nigerians have since obliterated 
all that in their minds as they later discovered 
that they have been singing a wrong song.

Gowon misread Nigerians’ political awareness 
and staged a come-back into Nigeria’s political 
scene, having failed to give the then nascent 
Nigeria a purposeful leadership.

The result of this unpardonable ‘sin’ is his 
outright rejection by his own people in his 
local government. TSM noted for its insati­
able appetite for first-hand information and 
inquisitiveness gives you details of Gowort’s 
1993 second Waterloo.

COVER: Chukwuemcka Odumegwu 
Ojukwu has been a controversial man since 
his childhood. The Biafran war lord and in­
deed his people, the Igbo, seem to still suffer 
for ever attempting to cede from Nigeria. 
Twenty-six years after the civil war crime 
was committed the much ochestrated — 
3Rs — reconciliation, rehabilitation and recon- 
stmctioin still remain a farce, a cajole as Ojukwu 
and indeed his men are yet to be fully recon­
ciliated, rehabilitated and reconstructed politi­
cally and economically and even socially. This 
apparently explains why Ojukwu is repeatedly de­
nied leadership of Nigeria.

Ojukwu bares his mind why he is being sys­
tematically and nakedly schemed out of anything 
Nigeria. TSM. in its characteristic manner pro­
vides you the zesty food of the interview with 
Ojukwu.
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Kano State 
Governor is * 
accused of 
financial 

impropriety by 
his former aide. 1 7
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ond reason that I was 
the army. Was Gowon not 

from the army? Gowon was

ras Gowon not

army? Gowon was not
I J!-----•- 1 1

. *■■■■« MM ■ •■■"J

bridged that ceiling and they! 
had to actj'even though they acted too I 
soon. It is a panic action. One final I 
thing is, I agree that there is a leader- I 
ship in this country. How it got there, I 
well, we all know. Once he is already I 
here, I agree he can dictate, but don't I 
expect me to assist that authority to I 
oppress me. I will not do it This is the I 
reason, I keep complaining. Come out I 
openly and say I have decided that I 
Ojukwu shall not run. There’s nothing 
I can do about it until we change the 
government I will say okay, or until 
elections bring in a different type of 
government But don’t come and tell 
me I haven’t paid tax; don’t say to me 1 
have been dismissed. They are not ten­
able reasons.

word of mouth, there 
was a gazette notice 
to that effect. There 

were proceedings even 
for extradiction based 

on the fact that he 
was dismissed. He was 

cleared. It was the 
same day that there 
was announcement 
made in Nigeria that 

we were both granted 
free pardon. Thank 
God that I still have 

the the instrument of 
free pardon, and it 
states clearly that it 

cleared me from 
anything, any 

allegations against 
the Nigeria law and 

specifically, any 
allegation contrary 

to the army act, navy 
act, airforce, act.

a gazette notice to that effect There 
were proceedings even for extradition 
based on the fact that he was dismissed. 

He was cleared. It was the same day 
that there was announcement made in 
Nigeria that we were both granted free 
pardon. Thank God that I still have 
the instrument of free pardon, and it 
states clearly that it cleared me from 
anything, any allegations against the 
Nigeria law and specifically any allega 
tion contrary to the army act. navy 

. In the first year. airforce act. Anywhere in tne 
months of sale wor|d> a free pardon, is a free pardon, 

royalty and paid unless the Babangida regime is going 
. to find a new definition. On the basis

totalled somcim.ig - the rcgion of of this, it is verv clear, that what is hao- 
N40 000 I don’t know how many of those pening is discriminatory. If you as jour-
now considered qualified have paid as nalists would demand to see the tax
much t-ix as 1 have and the sales have rctums of all the candidates that have
continued of course, in diminishing re- bcen c|eared you will see that certainly
tums. But the facts arc the receipts are , havc bcen paying more than most of
hands 1 am going to publish them. In tbem. Why all this? Let’s take the war.
fact before vou leave 1 will give them to , have said somewhere that very reluc-
you so that you publish them tor every- tantly j am being led to accept that
body to see the receipt from the tax;au- there is invisible ceiling to which cer-
thority in Enugu to the effect that I nave ujn powcrs tbat be jn Nigeria have dic-
bern paying my tax regularly The sec tbat /yd( /^o should not rise

beyond. I believe that my crime is seek­
ing to bridge that invisible ceiling to 
which certain powers that be in Nigeria 
have dictated that Hdi Igbo should not 
rise beyond. I believe that my crime is 
seeking to bridge that invisible ceiling.
1 believe that we are tolerated in Nigeria/ 
only tolerated not accepted. Two years 
ago we p * ’ 1 —
ceiling when we suddenly discovered 
that no Igbo man can be made a Gen­
eral. It was this kind of thing, talking 
and press conferences and lot of pro­
tests that have given us a little lee way. 
Ndi Igbo yes, are now promoted to gen­
eral rank but only to be retired with im­
mediate effect i-

So we talk about this political ceiling. 
Of course, when Dr. Azikiwe wanted to 
become President of Nigeria, the at­
mosphere then indicated that he was 
about to become. Again, a lot ol these 
people don't have creativity, imagina­
tion. They slapped on him this tax 
payment hoax as well. But in those 
days, of course, he still had recourse 
to law. We still believed in the rule of 
law, but the military since then have 
eaten up any vestige of legality that we 
have nurtured in Nigeria. We have been 
now ruled by the whims and caprices 
of some uniformed personnel of Nigeria 
armed forces. There is no longer the 
rule of law, democracy and democratic 
processes are rhetorics and nothing 
more. Now you ask me the reasons and 
why? I want to go forth by saying to you 
that one of real reasons is that, (and 
1 can say it because 1 am a Nigerian 
citizen, a full fledged Nigerian citizen) 
th$ military, the armed forces of Nigeria 
is afraid of Emeka Odumegwu Ojukwu. 
Once I decided to run, they saw me as 
winning, and by winning I would haveto him

it became the best seller, 
in fact in the first nine 
thetaxURenf^imyjXm&7m 
SS^Xhing m the region of

low l.v. --------
[ualified have paid 

naiJ the sales have 
;. in diminishing re- 

the receipts are 
to publish them. In 

-uv’e I will give them to 
You so that you publish them for every­
body to see the receipt from the tax au- 
f boHty in Enugu to the effect that I have 

paying my tax regularly The sec­

dismissed from 
dismissed 

**y*n uic army r ,._s not only
’smissed by word of mouth, there was
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»?!« wou!d be yoc- ~u: Lae of ocbon’

-an within the law I am going to seek 
the whole lot. legal, anyth.that is

What is your assessment of the transition 
progr*rrr? and future of democracy n this

J country?
You don’t get a democracy by calling
: _ zz r b-; z - z ~ .-

| racy by killing the democratic process.
1 You see I began to doubt our govem- 
• ment attachment to democratic princi- 
I pies, when they started to design the 

new Nigerian type democracy. Let us 
not play with words. We know what 
democracy is. We know what demo 
cratic practice is. It s taken hundreds of 
years to build up. We know what is 
democratic, and know what is not. It s 
like trying suddenly to get the whole 

lot of scientists in Nigeria together 
and say. yes. we want a wheel and 
everybody say we know this is a wheel.
And we say. ah’ we need a Nigerian 
wheel. No. we can't start inventing a 
wheel, it’s been invented. What you can 
do is to know how you can use it. The 
same thing, you cannot invent a new 
Nigerian democracy. Don't tell me that 
by banning people from taking part in 
politics, it is the new Nigerian democ­
racy. No. It’s Nigerian autocracy. It’s 
Nigerian, oppression. It is certainly not 
democratic.

So you see. the transitional programme 
is fraught with so many contradic­
tions. as this one I have cited. You and 
I. have watched, thank God. the entirety 
of Eastern Europe change. And that is 
what is meant by transition. In most 
countries, the longest period was six 
months. The Nigerian transition has 
spanned for about five years, which I 
believe is another way of postponing, 
the possibility of handing over. I don’t 
see anything that prevents Nigeria from 
haring a transition that takes three 
months. The transition programme it­
self is full x>f tricks. In fact it’s like a 

i magician trying to do things. We have a 
population that can vote, decide their 
future. Why do you think then only in 
Nigeria that you need to guide the 
Deople into democracy. And who are 
you in any case to guide the Nigerian? 
What gives you the unique qualifica­
tion to guide Nigeria? In fact, if you look 
at things on the surface, by mere fact 
of wearing a uniform you aie least qual­
ified to guide Nigeria into democracy. 
In Nigeria, what we require more than 

anything is for Nigerians to sit round the 
table, discuss: looking at each other 

; face to face to discuss the type of so- 
1 ciety they would wish to live in. When 
I they have evolved certain notions on 
i the type of society thev would like to 
i five in. these notions become 
I the parameters of their together- 
• ness in a state. These parameters could 

| | then be taken on by experts and trans-

I believe if you have very good man­
power. you should use that as leverage.
1 believe if you arc great at cocoa produc- | 
ing <>r rubber producing, use that as 
your leverage. But always know that, 
the primary ownership is yours, Yes. I 
you air living on top of oil - it belongs 
to you. You might negotiate a position 
in Nigeria, using oil as your leverage. 
But never forget that the primary owner 
is the person living on top of it. We have 
to dr« idr wh.it tvpr ol Nigeria it is going 
to be Is it a melting pot Nigeria It could 
be. In which case we just strive to de 
fuse all enthnieism. It's easy. Every­
body is a Nigerian, and where you are. 
you have equal rights then* In *hat 
situation yon will be able to choose 
your own culture because it will be 
such a nebulous thing, not so impor­
tant. It dors not affect vour governance, 
everybody is a Nigerian as a Nigerian- 
You might say no. these things are so 
important that you must go along any 
where hi Nigeria with your ethnic label. 
Then you have to define all the other 
things pertaining ethnic self. Our prob­
lem is actually that nobody sat down 
to plan Nigeria. A lot of peopie that went 
to the constitutional conferences in 
!• upland heard of federation for the first 
limr ai ihr coqstitutional conference 
Win n tliry had an impasse, someone

lated into constitutional principles. 
And these principles are then thrown 
open for discussions. After such dis­
cussion. they are then thrown out on 
a plebiscite for acceptance or rejection. 
It’s only then that you get the type of 
constitution that will bring into being 
the type of society we all agree to live m 

You advocated for a national conference
recently at Ibadan, can you define the 
agenda for such a conference?

I think actually everything I have said 
by its very nature is part of agenda. It 
is the agenda that 1 am elaborating. 1 
think that a national conference cer 
tainly will do the basic work of defini 
tion.

—We need to know what our state is.
—We need to know who our citizens 
are.
—We need to know what the lowest 
denomination of Nigerianisni is. 
That is. that unit that cannot In­
further reduced, no •natter where it 
finds itself in Nigena.
—1 think it is very important that we 
define ownership, particularly ol na 
tional resources. 1 believe very 
strongly that those who live on top 
of our national resources are the pn 
man' owners of such resources ami 
that they should negotiate th<*ii 
place within their conglomerate nation 

using wnat they have as level age.
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being removed because there is a

MMM

, all comrades in arms 
me that was the only way 

to keep together. Unfortunately, on re­
turn, they found it necessary to change 
the agreement of Aburi. As I sit here, I 
can assure you that if we had followed 
Aburi, one: there would have been no 
war. Two, by 1993 as we are sitting here.

was the free will of the Nigeria people. 
The adhoc constitutional conference 
was such. And it is significant that 
every change in the structure of 
Nigeria, apart from the creation of Mid­
West has been as a result of military 
fiat No Nigerian has really been prop­
erly asked what he feels about the 
change of structure. We are today in 
Anambra. Yes. It is because Babangida 
has decided that there should be an 
Anambra State and that its borders 
should be what we find. He never went 
into discussion with anybody, I mean 
a formal discussion, with the people of 
Anambra State about this. So when we 
talk about national conference, I look 
to the conference which first will set 
the pattern acceptable to all of us.

When somebody says that this 
should be an Islamic State, we should 
grant him right to think that way. That 
is how he sees it The only thing is 
that being a Roman Catholic, I don’t

unity would have been "stronger be­
cause of it The problem of Nigeria is 
that some people think that they only 
control reason; that they are the ones 
to consider what is reasonable or not 

r masses 
say no, you don’t even understand.

I spent and designed a firm basket with 
which to hold, contain Nigeria at that time.

Do you think the ghost of Biafra is haunt-

 .. for
this question is to cast the Ghost of 
Biafra as a headline or not I believe I 
am 
ceiling, an invisible one which some I 
people have placed on the resurgence 
of Ndi Igbo like they stopped Zik, 
Mbakwe, the same way they are stop-

 ---------   ~..v..Cvcryou are in P*ng mC‘ And 0131 iS the W3y 1 See *L 
situation of crisis, it is always better That n0 reaI ^bo should in dlc 

> ..................... - .7..................time of some people or forever, I don t
uO know, should rule or be the president 

you go too of Njgerja simple. And they will do any- 
lt,CUK .y'natlme ^ing to prevent, whenever they find of crisis, will exacerbate whatever is on fhat ;t ic

Continued on Paqe 16

Atlantic, you clap. For his own people 
that may be very legitimate. The unfor- 
tunate thing is that to do that you have , ^were disqualified?
to pass through my area. And I am t Vdont know if the real reason ft 
gonna let you. Simple.

Could you reconcile this call for national 
conference and the Aburi Conference 
where you were said to have called for 
confederation?

First of all, I never used those terms. 
I didn’t use the terms confederation at 
Aburi. The point is whenever you are in 
a ----- ' —’ • - 
to be loose enough, so as to be able to 
accommodate the whole. If yo” go tes 
close, the friction, particularly in a time

the ground and you will find yourself

agree with him Simple You want it to fighting. I went to Aburi in a desperate I 
be an Islamic State, I don t If you in- effort to find accommodation in Nigeria, 
tfi'en I will insist on a Roman Catholic I am very proud that at that time | 
State. But if I am not going to have my my colleagues, 
Roman Catholic State, you must not agreed with c: 
have your Islamic State. • -

Therefore let us agree that religion 
should be out of it We will now have a 
secular state. This is what the national 
conference should be doing. Because 
actually those who propagate them are --------------- ----------------------o -
quite legitimate. The only thing Nigeria would be stronger, and^ our 
is that when you are living together, ----- ,J
you throw in some of your freedom 
so that
you get the protection of the large over­
all group. This is what we haven’t done. ------ ------ --------------------
When somebody says my ambition is And, when these the other

g|
assS

One of the Anambra State Tax Receipts issued to Ojukwu 1990

said in a situation like this 
obviously is to create a t. dera 
they said yes. yes. we ‘"“..dated 
oration. There was nobody
from Nigeria to «° ‘“^ever since, 
negotiate a federation. Andlev 
we have continued in r
the strait jacket of federation which 
was in fact imposed upon us at til 
ference in London. Each time' .
met to discuss our future-omebody 
has decided to halt the conference be 
cause perhaps they did not like what

say I have decided I 
that Ojukwu shall not 
run. There’s nothing

I can do about it until
we change the I

 government. I will say I 

  okay, or until elections!
bring in a different I

type of governmer
But don’t come and I 
tell me I haven’t paid I 
tax; don’t say to me 11  
haven’t paid tax; don’t! 
say to me I have been! 
dismissed. They are I 
not tenable reasons. I
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second fall

ment to go ahead and vie for the head­
ship of Nigeria — the second time. His 
people preferred an unrated politicians 
Dalhatu Tatida who was former Presi­
dent Shehu Shagari * personal physi­
cian to him. He beat Gowon with a 
whopping 165 to 29 votes.

Gowon’s bid for Nigeria's top job 
began on a shaky note. When the press

UST wht 
becoming a real elder statesman___
man di ng national acceptance and re­
spect. he fell That was the second fait

The first time he fell was in 1976 
when his constituency, the military.

. ___ n had picked up the
■p^S^ nominaUon fo^s under 
ETthe banner of NRC. no t manj people

picking 
"^e^onmaHsU were insistent, 
a fete people put it- the other way. 
“Gowon was out of the country at the 
time. It was a group of friends who 
picked the forms for him”. This group 
of friends must have had a lot of confi­
dence in Gowon to have picked up the 
forms for him in his absence.

swept him out of power via a Coup 
D’etat. At the time. Yakubu Gowon. a 1 
retired army General. Nigeria's Head of 
State for nine years, went to an OAU 
meeting in Entebbe. Uganda. He was at 
the meeting when a phone call in- J 
formed him that his townsman. Joe 
Garba, a colonel then, had announced 
a coup which removed him from office. !

Gowon had to quickly leave Entebbe 
for London where he made himselfvery ! 
useful by taking a first, second and doc- ! 
torate degrees in political science.
The first fall wasn't disgraceful. We 
are 'used to our number one citizens 
being removed via military coups. In 
any case. Gowon recovered quickly and 
soon became an elder statesman.

ell was this 
other Saturday. February 20.1993. And 
it was an unfortunate, if not embaras- 
sing. fail. This time around, it wasn’t a 
military coup which threw him out of 
power. It was his adopted brothers and 
sisters, in his adopted Zaria Local Gov­
ernment Area. Kaduna State, telling 
him in no unmistakable terms that. 
"No. we don't want you to be our leader 
any more."

Gowon failed in Zaria. in his bid to 
• get his local governments' endorse- I ..

----- as
of the reasons for the 

of 
his

of Gowon
> Zaiigo-Kataf re-echoes
1 one (

disgraceful
Yakubu Gowon
local government

The public decided to take a ^ait- 
and-see attitude. If Gowon picked up 
the forms, then, the presidential race 
would be more interesting, especially, 
as Emeka Odumegwu Ojukwu. the man 
who led the other side of Nigeria 
against Gowon's side in a 30-month 
civil war. was also reported at the time 
to have picked the form under the SDP

However, the feeling was that if some­
body picked up the form in Gowon s 
absence. Gowon would call the person, 
say thanks but. "I don’t want the form. 
I’ve had enough of being Nigeria s
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given to Ojukwu in

■ i------ a .come back from exile 
courtesy of Shehu 

Shagari and quickly 
pitched his political

number one citizen. I like the national 
role I’m playing now. I don’t want to 
identify myself with any political 
party.” Those who thought Gowon 
would do this were disappointed. He 
filled the forms and returned them. A 
breather tor a possible withdrawal 
from the race by Gowon came when the 
press reported that he had returned an 
incomplete" form and that NEC had 
marked _it incomplete. Many inter­
preted this to mean that Gowon deliber­
ately returned an incomplete form so 
NEC would disqualify him. They felt it 
showed signs of unseriousness.

But the alleged "incomplete" nature 
of the form didn’t stop NEC from clear­
ing Gowon to go ahead with his presi­
dential aspirations, sparking off specu­
lations that it is either NEC deliberately 
cleared Gowon in spite of the incom­
plete nature of his form and its late sub­
mission. to lead him on to defeat, or 
that NEC was too anxious to please 
Gowon‘s sponsors.

Gowon was to say exactly his posi­
tion in an interview with the BBC a few 
days to the Ward Congress where he 
Hot the nod from his Wusasa Ward to 
go ahead to the LGA stage. He told the 
BBC that he was a reluctant aspirant, 
emphasising that he was in New York 
when the form was brought for him. Not 
many believed him. They argued that 
Gowon was now a 56-year old man who 
has a doctorate degree in the bag and 
had become exposed internationally, 
and not a 32-yeai old young nilitary of­
ficer who. with only a school certificate, 
became a Head of State and presided over 

bloody civil war. He now has the will to 
‘•ay no they argued. What they mean is 
that if one could forgive Gowon for 
bring a reluctant Head of State between 
1969 and 1974. one wouldn’t forgive 
him for trying to "dabble" into the same 
position in 1993 pleading reluctance 
again.

Those who believed him point out 
that it was not out of character for 
Gowon to say he is reluctant, emphasi­
sing that he was a reluctant Head of 
State who had a lot of responsibilities 
thrust on him when he was ill-pre­
pared. He was propped onto that posi­
tion by some strong men around him.

When John Aguiyi-Ironsi. then Head 
of State was killed in Ibadan in a milit­
ary coup, the highest ranking Nigerian 
army officer then was Brigadier Ogun- 
dipe. By right, he was supposed to re­
place Ironsi as Head of State but 
that never happened. Actually, nobody 
ha.«> been able to explain what hap­
pened. whether Ogundipe ran away 
from Nigeria on his own or whether he 
was pressurized to do so to make .way 
for Gowon's “installation." But he

ran away to London, where he later 
became Nigeria's High Commissioner, 
Gowon was then made Head

of State by some powerful powers, not­
ably, Usman Katsina. He voiced his re­
luctance, but it was weak, and in any 
case, he seemed to have had no choice.

The story is that Gowon was chosen 
to be a compromise*' Head of State. He 
was a Christian, and wasn't from the 
core North. He was from Middle-Belt 
Two factors which they thought could 
assuage the East which had lost a son 
in Ironsi. But to also be acceptable to 
the North, Gowon was “knocked" in to 
shape. First, he dropped his English 
name Jack, and Yakubu became his offi­
cial name. In the Koran there is a 
prophet called Yakubu. Second, he was 
handed a manifesto. In fact, it was al­
leged that the first manifesto handed 
down to him by some radical Norther­
ners was in form of his first broadcast 
to Nigerians as a Head of State. The 
speech allegedly contained a portion 
which said that the North was seceding 
from the rest of Nigeria. That portion 
was cancelled when Britain allegedly 
intervened, counselling that Nigeria 
would be better off as one country.

But our investigations revealed that 
contrary to Gowon’s "reluctant song" 
this time around, he began to prepare

""Politics & Pdllty______ _____ ___________  
advertisement carried in the New Nige­
rian newspapers, asked Gowon to go 
ahead and take a shot at the presiden­
tial seat. Gowon must have taken the 
signatories as representative of the 
wish of a cross section of Nigerians.

The second was the alleged meeting 
of an NRC caucus and Northern elders 
over Gowon’s aspirations. According to 
the reports, as was carried in newspap 
ers and some news magazines, the NRC 
caucus, as well as Northern elders had 
considered the aspirations of both 
Gowon and Bashir Tofa. And the out 
come? While the
caucus was split into two ip their sup­
port for Gowon and Tofa, the Northern 
elders were reported to have backed 
Gowon. In fact, at least two magazines, 
one using photographs on the cover, 
had given the impression that the final 
‘fight’’ would be between Gowon in the 
NRC. and Moshood Abiola, in the SDP. 
Gowon felt secured in the alleged back­
ing of the powerful Northern elders. ,

The third was the much trumpeted 
support given to Gowon by Aso Rorfc 
According to this allegation, Gowon 
was among the, at least, four IBB close 
friends "whom he gave unflinching 
support to go ahead."

Opinion, however, is that those who 
encouraged Gowon to go ahead and bid 
for the presidency a second time were 
tlie ones who put him in this embarras­
sing situation. They were unfair to him. 
Thev didn't take pains to find out if 
Gowon was psychologically ready to be­
come Nigeria’s head of state a second 
time. They took little pains to notice 
that perhaps, the little tire in'the young 
Gowon which made him to be a fairly 
successful Commander-in-chief has 
been doused by Gowon's status as a 
civilian all these years. The fire no 
longer sparks.the voice no longer carry | 
the command of a soldier. The gusto I 
seems gone. The voice has become I 
soft, refined, courtesy of grooming I 
from Warwick University, London. 1

We have had the privilege of listening - 
to Gowon talk at occasions since he •- 
was rehabilitated by the Federal Gov­
ernment. and at such occasions. 
Gowon sounded more like a tired man 
than a President in-making.

After listening to his speech in 1992 
when he was given an honoraiy docto­

rate degree by the Rivers State Univer­
sity ofTcchnology. a lecturer had re 
marked casually. "This isn't the voice 
of soldier, a former head ot state. The 
voice sounds tired, too ordinary, no 
spark" And even though it may not be 
appropriate to judge him on this occa­
sion. one recalls that in 1982 when he 
came back from self exile in London 
and went to thank Shehu Shagari— 
Gowon’s voice shook visibly. He was-

■n fi>4 iWK
for the presidency early in 1992. con 
suiting with traditional rulers and 
Northern elders. The launching of the 
Yakubu Gowon Centre, we gathered, 
was part of the efforts to sell him to 
Nigerians. We also gathered that he not 
only tried to talk Tafida into stepping 
down for him but that on the congress 
day, his supporters allegedly tried brib­
ing delegates with N 10.000.00 each.
Three factors gave GowOn the cour­

age to go ahead with his presidential 
aspirations. First, was the massive sup­
port given to him by his ward as soon 
as he picked the forms. At the time, 
over 250 people had, in aii eight page
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Dial doesn’t come entirely as a sur­
prise.

In 1990. when there was a r 
riot in Kaduna, Gowan's family house 
where his aged mother was l’-"”'1 
burnt by the rampaging
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aaade in the presence of Gowen At a 
book launch. Ah-.ola took a swipe at 
Gowon where Two of them were special 
guests.
While man
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Nigeria for nin

time." Go won didn t behave 
heard, tut the point was 
same.

In their own reaction to his presiden­
tial aspirations, his Middle Belt clan 
told a soft sell magazine He is more 
an Hausa man." According to one of 
their spokesmen. Harry Hagher, a pro­
fessor and a senator of the Second Re­
public. -he neglected us while he was 
in power. We are not surprised he iden­
tifies himself more with the Hausa 
people than with us. Let them vote him 
in."

His ’Hausa People' didn’t quite do 
so either. They surprised him by 

, humiliating him at the LGA congress, 
’ throwing him back to his own oeonle. 

"Ba kataf’. they chanted. He is a Kataf 
naan, that is a non-Hausa. The denial

I of Gowon by both the Hausa Fulani and 
his Middle Belt people presented 
Gowon as one without a political base. 
The tact is that Gowon has not really 
been acceptable to either the Hausa Fu- ment allegedly given toOjukwu in 1 «ih i 
lam or the Middle Belt The recent de- ia his senatorial zone by the thru nij 

ing NPN. Ojukwu had conn- back limn 
exile, courtesy of Shehu Sh.igaH mid 

religious quickly pitched his political trnt in (|H- 
u*ily house NPN. He felt his popularity was at (In 
living, was peak, particularly after the unpir 

Hausa Fulani cedented reception he was given win n

moslems.
And in Plateau State. Gowon has no 

house. To give him a sense of beloncinn 
when he came back from exile. Plateau 
Stale people decided to build a befit 
ting mansion” for him. The projec t 
stuck. Till now. it is uncompleted . 
people appear to have lost interest in 
the house. Gowon has been asked to 
complete the house, if he is interested 
at a remaining sum of N400 million. He 
hasn't shown any interest so far.

Perhaps, Gowon’s relationship with 
his people from both sides (Kaduna and 
Middle Belt] explains why his return from 
exile was no big event It was not celeb 
rated. It almost looked like he sneaked 
in. unsong.

Could these have led to Gowon's de­
feat at the LGA congress?

At worst, the expectation was that 
Gowon was going to be beaten at the 
National level. That he would be among 
the three finalists of his party at the 
National Convention scheduled for 
Port Harcourt between March 27 and 
March 29.

Ever since his presidential aspira­
tion was scuttled, an incident which 
has been described in political circles 
as the greatest upset of Option Al so 
far. speculations have been rife as to 
why Gowon was rejected at the pn 
nary stage. Let’s start with the 
dane.

Some people are of the opinion that 
Gowon may have been given the tirat

want him in the senate 
the ,%PP and gave • >

• was on- r.ii< d r^ed the Sen- BJ

au ■■ ■■ ■ expenseOjuk-A j never seemed u die forgot- S 
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t-. -.entwnh
tb<- which ag-^>d number of people
still associate with NPN

The comparison here ts zzaz the NRC 
allegedly arranged f-r .v. defeat of 
(..luon Top members alleged;-. knew 
in their heart that Go- an mav be alia- 
bUuy to sell to Nigerians if he accufai- 
Ully emerges as the candidate. For 
reasons: One. Nigerians. bored with 
military rule for now . may still be as­
sociating him with the military .As far 
as such Nigerians are concerned, he 
would be just an extension of the milit­
ary. Two. he had ruled for nine years 
before, which some Nigerians think is 
more than enough. .And three, having 
been a major participant in the civil

< ate n essence Gowon mav remind 
them of the civil war and thus hinder 
the chances of NRC in the core East 

l?e most serious here is 
Gowon s alleged pro-IBB stand, which 
many people dislike.

Another speculation is that Gowon 
and .V'e T’' °f the raCe bv b°th NEC 
That hu c."31 Go'-ernment w hich felt 
'hit his defeat would douse the furore 

‘ e tbr disqualification of 
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The NRC chairman of 
Gowon’s ward, 

Abubakar Yusuf, a 
moslem, agreed that 

the supporters of 
Tafida may have used 
religious sentiments 

to push Gowon out of 
the race but he quickly 

pointed out that 
Gowon was no 

[ politician. Said the 
chairman, “He failed 

because he never 
campaigned for one 

day. He never showed 
up. Even during the 

ward congress, he was 
I not there. He sent a 
I representative. All we 
I saw were his 
I colourful posters.”

song. He told the press that Gowon’s 
failure had nothing to do with tribal or 
religious politics orto hisnot campaign­
ing. He said, "The people love him. He 
failed because of money. I believe the 
delegates were bribed. There is nothing 
money cannot do. Ordinarily the people 
love him. They pressurized him to run 
for presidency." |

Gowon’s brother’s belief agrees with 
the story making the rounds in Kaduna 
that a lot of mqney exchanged hands 
in Zaria to make sure that Gowon was 
defeated.

A source told us that the state gov­
ernment allegedly bribed virtually all 
the delegates to make sure that Gowon 
didn’t succeed. Said the source, each 
delegate got over N20.000 for this 
assignment This doesn’t, however, 
agree with the earlier story that the 
state governor was behind Gowon.

Lurking behind this "bribery" to vote 
Gowon out is the Zango-Kataf distur­
bances. TSM gathered that after the dis­
turbances and the protests which 
greeted the judgement and consequent 
condemnation of Zamani Lekwot and 
co to death, the Muslim Hausa/Fulani 
in Kaduna State swore chat no Christ­
ian was going to get elected as the pres­
ident of Nigeria. Said the source, "Mos­
lems were taken aback by the reaction 
from Christians who conveniently for­
got that hundreds of moslems were 
slaughtered by Christians during the | 
Zango-Kataf disturbances.” This may 
have contributed to the alleged about- 
turn by the Governor not to back 
Gowon anymore. Said a source in 
Kaduna, "Dabo Lere was called by pow­
erful people in Kaduna and was 
given an ultimatum to not only with­
draw his support for Gowon but to see 
to it that Gowon was defeated."

If this is true then the Zango-Kataf 
disturbances will have far more effect 
on the political iuture ot me nanon 
than we thought. It is likely to affect 
the voting pattern during the presiden­
tial election.

There have been several reactions 
since Gowon’s ouster from the presi­
dential race at the local government 
level. The most indifferent reaction 
came first from Gowon himself. He said 
in a telephone interview with NAN in 
London. "I am not worried one.bit I am 
sorry for those who invited me (to 
run). I am a democrat at heart and in 
practice and have learnt to accept de­
feat or victory whenever they come. 
Gowon. after a couple of days in Lon­
don. may have changed his mind, which 
accounts for his strong second reac­
tion.

The funniest reaction was from a re­
tired Army General who claimed to 
have phoned Gowon to ask him to keep 
off when he read in the papers that he 
picked the presidential nomination 
form. He told TSM. "Gowon’s failure

But Gowon. who sounded indifferent 
in his first reaction to his defeat, via a 
telephone interview with a NAN corres­
pondent has done an about-turn and 
fired off a strongly worded letter to NRC 
National Headquarters.. Abuja. alleging 
discrimination.

In a four-pagc letter signed on his 
behalf by his Campaign Director and 
agent, Abdul Maikilishi, Gowon alleged 
that, "religion was recklessly used by 
people in high positions who ought to 
have protected the constitution." He al­
leged that voters were told openly at 
the polls not to cast their votes for 
Gowon because he is a Christian. He 
also alleged that a day before the elec­
tion. his moslem supporters were in­
timidated in the mosque by "Mallams 

lUMivt, .___ who warned them on the danger of vot-
ich power in Lagos State. When elec ,ng for Gowon." He revealed that at dif- 
n time came, she was asked to go fcrent meetings held just before the 

uuuicst in her state. Ogun. She failed elections, delegates were openly 
two times in Lagos State. But even the threatened with, death by "slaughter-

Howevcr. Gowon's younger brother 
Daniel who is the traditional head of

• Gowon's Wusasa Ward sings a different
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gin, could have expected Zaria to vote 
for him. The dominant tribe. Hausa Fu- 
lani, would prefer their own blood to 
any other person at all times.

If the Nursing Officer is right, 
perhaps, Gowon should’ve drawn an in­
spiration from the "wisdom" of Abiola 
and the failure of Tokunbo Dosunmu 
Obafcmi Awolowo’s daughter. Abiola, 
in spite of the fact that he's been living 
in Lagos most of his life, contributed 
to the development of Lagos State, and 
even buried his first and most beloved 
wife. Simbiat in Lagos, ran back home. 
Abeokuta, in Ogun State to contest the 
local congresses.And in Tokunbo's case, the fact that 
she is married to a Lagos State man 
didn’t save her. Nor did the fact that 
her late father, Awolowo, weilded so 

mu( "n—
I tion time came, 
i contest in I

twu iiiuca o-fj.---------------case of Nnamdi Azikiwe in 1954 could in'*" if th™ <• *.• * have warned Gowon. Zik was set for a ?. " _th ? h,m-

landslide in the Western Region until 
the eve of the election when his most 
loyal supporters were reminded of his 
tribe and were made to switch im­
mediately to Awolowo. Zik was forced
to go back home.

Tribal politics wasn't the only factor 
seriously at play Gowon’s religion 
Christianity, allegedly helped undo 
him. The Chief Nursing Officer who 
spoke'about tribalism said "Gowon is 
a Christian and coming from a predo­
minantly Christian area in Zaria 
worked against him. His opponent is a 
moslem, from Kaura Ward, a predomin­
antly muslim community in the heart 
of old Zaria."

The officer said that for long. 
Gowon's adopted ward had been op­
pressed because of their religion, 
pointing out. "The only time they were 
given a sense of belonging was when 
Pamela Sadauki a Christian, from that 
ward was appointed Deputy Governor 
under a military administration, 
but even then, three days after the ap­
pointment. electricity and water were 
cut oil from the place."

The NRC chairman of Gowon’s ward 
Abubakar Yusuf, a moslem, agreed that 
the supporters of Tafida may have used 
religious sentiments to push Gowon 
oui oi the race but he quickly pointed 
out that Gowon was no politician. Said 
the chairman, "He failed because he 

never campaigned lor one day. He never 
-showed up. Even during the ward con­
gress. he was not there. He sent a rep­
resentative. All we saw were his colour-
lul posters."

Tafida agreed with this when he told 
the press that he. Tafida. never cam­
paigned. but added a tribal sentiment 
when he said, "I knew I was going to 
defeat him. He was no threat This was 
a local government election and 1 am a 
local man. Gowon is not a local man."
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must that there 1: no vsce~.cy in the pre:;
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hand o.er 27?

• wouldn t kz.'jt, what Babangida 
thinks. J don t even bother to End out 
particularly in this hand over of power 
My view is this Power is a very seduc 
th' ' ommodity absc -te power, really, 
totally seductive I don't agree to 
negotiate power either I think what 
you do is you take pow er. In some coun­
tries the institutions have been created 
in such a way as u> sound warning 
alarms sufficiently to frighten the in­
cumbent whenever he chooses to act 
outside the institutions anc 
then he knows intuitively what would 
happen should he do so. So he hands 
«wr In areas like ours where our in 
solutions are not firm 
the requirements remain the same. V.e 
have to create a situation which makes 
it very clear to a military incumbent 
that he can no longer hold. It is that 
that maxes the military incumbent tc 
hard over power. It’s not your rhetoric 
Th..i won't help. So take the first effort 
if ti e politicians of Nigeria have under- 
sto- d that this was a struggle between 
the military class and the political 
cla* and they locked themselves into a 
room and came out with a national gov­
ernment and presented it as the alter­
native. Babangida could no longer post­
pone anything. At any stage when he 
is confronted with the national will he 
< an t do anything about it He has the 
military but they will not shoot 80 mil­
lion people And he is human enough tc 
realise that Once they start shooting, 
hr might go early. So you see that the 
point about presidency not being vac 
ant sounds beautiful. It’s good. It’s like 
writing a poem or writing literature. But 
the fa- t remains that we have to cease

i vxxaer rv ar* narrsg flhe

.•'r _.gg«-' tLP voces oeca.se
I | aai bDF Bwi wfeelfcw Oney tike fit or

When somebody says 
that this should be 

an Islamic State, we 
should grant him 
right to think that 

way. That is how he 
sees it The only 
thing is that being 

a Roman Catholic, I 
don’t agree with him. 
Simple. You want it 

o be an Islamic State, 
I don’t If you insist, 
then I will insist on 
a Roman Catholic 

State. But if I am not 
going to have my 

Roman Catholic State, 
you must not have 
your Islamic State.

th* East. That is 
iotng. It is only by 

getting the mass rre s -pport erf the East. 
| that th* victory of tie West ran be 
| translated into a greater victory. With-

rar >. r. -t>m tc Agala Knase or 
lie pres-Ort _a .—a. whatever tne_r 
■iacaMtf* w th La* Ncrtn gets for teem 

| will 'jzly be uzue left tr.ers The left 
! over* ?*»» tie Western v-.-_*s will nv.

whole lot of us wantd.-trentiy>? We 
let him know that we wan’.: dJlerenUy.

Whenever I hear the presidency is not 
vacant. it sounds like we go and seek 
his permission to do politics and if he 
says “1 am not ready. “ "Yes. sir. we are 
sorry- and we pullback- I mean if we 
are still that way. he should continue. 
Mind you. God forbid that I should be 
ever accused of asking the mtliiary to 
continue in any gavrr-.~gct.

How should Igbos figtt the forces 
that have pul a cefljtg on ±eir political 
aspirations?

To start with, we have to decide 
whether we are Niger-s-.s or not You 
cannot be a second c'-ass Nigerian. You 
are either not a Nigerian cr a Nigerian. 
I maintain that we are the most expen­
sive Nigerians on God s earth: because 
the amount they spent in bringing me 
back into being a citizen cf Nigeria is 
astronomical. Oh yes a lot of money 
was spent in war. to bnng us all back 
into the citizenship of Nigeria. So we 
should walk S foot tall with our heads 
up. What I will not accommodate is a 
Nigerian that creeps inn Nigeria And 
this is what most of us are doing That 
is why we are beginning to wonder, 
whether the presidency is vacant or 
not. As far as I am not sitting on that 
seat of the presidency it is vacant

The military is a formidable factor in the 
______________ Nations’s political arrangement How do

notioss'.'vhat he »ants. Bui if the National Defence Council NDSC

oeca.se
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______ uelieve that those who rule this country actually get a feel 
of the situation. They don’t know what 
is going on. There is not a single Nige­
rian worker whose remuneration for 
lowest work can carry through the 
period for which that remuneration is 
given. No monthly salary carries any­
body of his standard for a month.

You say this is one country, when it 
soothes you, you say to the 
state governments go and nego- 
tlate. How can you be given in this 
state this level, and in the next 
state something lower. That distortion 
the country cannot carry. Whatever 
happens in this country, the federal 
government has to go to the aid of the i 
state governments to be able to get out 
of this impasse we are in. And please 

Ojuku)u....l will talk about IBB the day he leaves

not satisfied. No genuine Igbo can be prise is that it hasn’t been going on for 
admonition which I always give on this way’^cane^i “ntt^N^eria'shu- 

issue. You can do so many things because ation to a worker who lives and ear 
you have power, but one thing Is dear, you salary has so Iong been Iosi f 
cannot hold down 25,. of your population the reaj cost oj living whichever wav 
for ever. If you don t do it today, it will be you look at it Jdo not believe thatthn=» 
forced on you tomorrow. ,„ho «.i. j aciuany t

The case of Zamanl Lekwot? of the situation. They don't kne..
I don't need go into details. I don't is going on. There is not a single Nig< 

think he should be hanged. But on this rian worker whose remn"— 
one because I am not going into details 
vet for Zamani Lekwot. I use the word.
I beg Babangida, as the president of 
Nigeria to use his powers and show 
mercy on Zamani Lckwot 1 believe that 
his execution would harm Nigeria more 
than it would heal Nigeria I repeat. I, 
Emcka Odumegwu OJukwu, for once in 
my life. beg Babangida. please be mer-

What is your assessment of the implication 
of the current nationwide workers strike?

Nigeria has never ceased to surprise 
me And the real surprise is not that 
we have a strike going on. the real sur-

I I am happy that finally you have rec- 
I ognised ft, because it’s been going on 
I for a very long time. It is even helped 

very much by one factor which I don’t 
think you have addressed your mind 
to. What, in fact, is definition of an Eas­
terner? Is it anybody that speaks a cer­
tain or number of languages? Or just 
anybody bom, extracted from any geog­
raphical area ? We have to be very care­
ful. The Babangida administration has 
done wonders with window dressing. 
Thus I am always very wary’ about col­
lating names because somehow they 
have been able to put certain names 
that appear to be Eastern and in fact 
are not Easterners, and never be Eas­
terner, and would never be Easterners. 
At this point I always draw attention 
that it is not the person, it’s not every 
person who says "Nno" (welcome) who 
is Igbo. From that you can go to other 
areas. The same way it is not every one 
that says "Sanu" (welcome) that is 
Northerner.

We have a problem, and I am talking 
to you as an Igbo. we cannot guarantee 
our greatness if we cannot hold on to 
our children. If we keep giving birth to 
runaway children we can never be 
great We cannot expect others to do 
our work for us. Any buffoon picked up 
by accident and placed in a position 
from the north, somehow the North can 
rally round that person and use him 
for the Northern benefit. The same goes 
to the West. The only rogue, runaway 
child comes from the East. 1 think we 
better look into our culture and our so , 
ciety to establish our control over our 
own children so that no matter who is 
out in a position we rally behind him. 
make him do things because he is rep­
resenting us even though we did not

J vote him there but once there, he is 
representing us. This is the biggest 
area where actually we lose in the East 
In your profession, and I am deliber­
ately provoking you now. the general na 
tional tendency is that newspapers 
lean to the West

But you and I know that 
virtually over 70% of the operatives are 
Igbos from the East, and if you then go 
to 8U% it is the total East 11 we cannot 
hold our children, don't expect the 
Yoruba who want to exploit them for 
their newspapers to do that for us. 
There is something wrong with our so­
ciety.

How do we explain the obsence of South- 
em military’ men at the NDSC?

Trie leadership of the country at this 
critical stage has decided that the pro­
file should be what it is now. It's theirs 
to do what they are doing. It's ours to 
complain. We are complaining. What is 
the reason? It could be part of this ceil­
ing I am talking about It could be some­
thing else. But the fact remains, I am
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I When somebody 
|says^Wambihon is to I dip the koran info the 
waters of the Atiantic 
you clap. For his own 

1 People that may be I 
Tu very legitimate. I 
The unfortunate thino I 
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the thing thattegotag to change
Its resulting. Its temble. How can 
you? The only thing actually that act 
has done is the public recognition that 
your salary is. anyway, too high. Be 
cause nobody asked you to do it and 
you are doing it. it is clear that you have 
a conscience about the level of your 
own salary. So while we talk about 
•trike. it is actually the general degra­
dation of our society. There is. nothing 
working.

Do you have any regrets in going into 
politics: since^you came back from exile?

No. I will always be in politics anyway. 
I never left it. In exile I was in it I wrote 
my- constitution, of my party, funny 
enough. I called it Social Democratic Pam 
Party when I was in exile.

Oh yes when I was in exile I wrote it 
all out I have never been out of it For 
as long as Nigerian is not at peace I 
cannot be out of politics. There are so 
many things wrong with the state and 
it will be a terrible self-indulgence for 
me to go and sit down and for young 
people to say. ‘I have seen him. he was 
this and this,’ no. What you 
want is somebody who is always in the 
arena. When I came back and the ‘J _ 
from the North came and said to me. 
"Ikemba. you know we are so happy you 
are back. We would want you to quietly 

=sit at home and people wall come and 
■consult you.” When they finished, I re- 
■>lied that you are right, you know.
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■ ABBA DABO:

By Adagbo Onoja
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...

embroiled in a fight to 
finish with his former

■ nc prelude to the leaflet said that boss, Kabirti Gaya of
Kano State. had not displayed restraint

and told to confh 
being drafted to L U1C gUVCHI’ 
ship of Kano, he said that instead 
being drafted, he was rather drafti: 
someone else.

When Gaya emerged, it was thus 
taken as the fellow Abba Dabo must 
have drafted for the governorship job. 
And in more ways than one, he (Abba) 
has come up as a drafter.

Over the years and in the many jobs 
he has done, he has acquired a knowl­
edge of who is where, how it is done, 
where is it done and what is to be done. 
He has also established himself to the 
status of one of the most materially ad-

Dabo is 
an otherwise tactful and sagacious fel­
low. He has a pedigree that logically en­
sures this, having been the president 
of ABU Zaria Student Union in his un­
dergraduate days, a journalist and an 
editor of the New Nigerian on Sunday 
and. Chief Press Secretary to ex-presi­
dent, Shehu Shagari. He 
the Managing Director of the Kano 
State newspaper, The Triumph, chair­
man of the defunct Liberal Convention, 
a publisher himself (The Insider), a 
businessman and lately secretary to

job he was kicked out mid January this 
year by the governor, Kabiru Gaya.

Penultimate Tuesday 
ever, this pedigree, per" , 
first time, failed Abba. The police carted 
him away into detention. He was al­
leged to be the brain behind leaflets 
containing damaging information on 

| the state governor and his administra­
tion and which were being circulated 
massively all over Kano metropolis.

TSM found that the police were work­
ing on the theory that only Abba had 
assess to that kind of information on 
Gaya as contained in the one-page leaf­
let especially the aspect which said 
that the governor has a three million 
naira bus-like car which he bought 
from Germany and which, according to 
the leaflet, had among othei ihings. a 
telephone, satellite dish, video, televis- ( 
ion, refrigerator and a bed.

Other allegations were that the gover­
nor had purchased 13 houses scattered 
in Abuja. Kaduna and Bauchi and had 
500 wrist watches costing over 5,000 
dollars about N 130,000. He was also 
said to have made car gifts to the wife 
of all commissioners in the state 
executive council.

The governor was of course aghast 
He reportedly ordered the arrest of 
Abba and then left Kano town same day. 
The ex-secretary to the state govern­
ment was left to cool his feet in a police

vruinarily. Kano (is) not the place The story is told, for example, how 
where the NRC could tumble and until Abba, in one day. raised nearly 10 
—’■ "* water politically. Not million naira on the telephone for NRC

uc uamido and others are campaigns, Gaya never really believed 
the legitimacy of NEPU- he was in the race.
This meant that a Eventually Gaya won the governor-

• ship and needed to consolidate power.

--------- -
f„II Af 9 nira miu ..«•»■ 311 ill (M BIBLf" OUw Someone like Abba Dabo who could
I (III liOWW WVBV cause some disarray in SDP circles was

■ W being expected from the NRC camp for
that job. But Abba had his eyes on the rrefant to ce" till Thursday afternoon-February national level and was not thinkingA former secret"'y w 25th. 1993 when he was granted bail. much of Kano which was why. when

v ’ Q. t. Government is He had been arrested along with four cornered by a journalist at that time,
Kano braie . others, most prominent of whom was and told to confirm or deny that he was

Wada Waziri. a comrade of the labour being drafted to contest the governor­
congress. ship of Kano, he said that instead of

The prelude to the. leaflet said that being drafted, he was rather drafting
----------------- • - - - * sompnnAoir-

hraad ° ^™"Vwo‘rke7s7n SeX‘e'

a u writers who clearly por­
trayed his excellency as a man of 
AnrfCsne Pambouyance and profligacy

orT U’e hiSh dCfirce in‘en=st 
™ K“° as exPressed in such in­

terrogatory remarks as "was Abba re- 
ally involved".

The arrest and detention of Abba is VanCed of the rising bJur«L7sl7in'tZ 
the Climax so far. of a relationship gone no,rth- bourgeoisie in the

x°“ s•
Ordinarily. Kano (is) not the i c°>°nial society SUrVlval in a neo’ 

publisher himself (The Insider), a where the NRC could pIacc T,le story • - - 
businessman and lately secretary to splash much water voliUr'ii ?>nd unti|Abba.r
Hie Kano State government from which ^"'^Lamidoandoth^^ e^^" the ieiephonei^NRc'

. Kabiru G^.“" PRP heritage. This melnr"^ 7 "^U’ 
lay in Kano, how- from NRC was heading for a^rashTfT 
:rhaps for the very R crash if he

Kabtru Gaya, Governor of Kano State
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Atba Dabo .... sacked by his friend

terms of 
proaches ar.d

transition to 
Kano State.

t fortune of the SDP is 
NRC should do as a 
cautions a party 

last Thursday in Kano.
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from IBB as opposed to his more cauti­
ous and sometimes indifferent SSG. 
That, of course, was interpreted to 
mean jealousy of a short of inability to 
get along, mere was also the issue oi 
one of the two living under the image 
of the other, this time the governor 
under Abba. Positive things about the 
regime were ascribed to the ex SSG 
while negative onces were more likely 
to be ascribed to the governor 

, who had been nicknamed as the fair 
, complexion version of a Sabo Bakin 
• Zuwo implying that between the last 
/ and present civilian governors of the 
: state, the difference is only in their 
’ complexion. Much of these were mat­

ters of perception but they had perco­
lated in popular psychology in Kano. 
At the same time. Abba could be seen 
doing all the formulation and im­
plementation of strategies of handling

contradictions, economic manage­
ment. link ups especially in the court 
case which challenged the governor’s 
election and NRC’s consolidation of 
power in a hostile political terrain.

Informed sources at the Kano Gov­
ernment House hold that the current 
drama between the governor and his 
former SSG had its roots in the role the 
SSG played or did not play in the period 
the governor was said to have wanted 

. to contest the on-going presidential 
primaries.
Abba was not only suspected to be un- 
enthusiastic but in fact held to be nurs­
ing the same ambition to be president 
or supporting a long time friend of his. 
Bashir Tofa. also a Kano man. The gov­
ernor may have taken this if Abba had 
not. on top of it all. behaved like want­
ing to sanction his excellency for 
spending public money in unbecoming 
-■’ays hosting senators and Gaya's fel- 

>w governors of the club of 30 fame. 
Unconfirmed report has it that Onu 

of Abia State and Kabiru Gaya of Kano 
had emerged m a balloting scries at the 
meeting of the 30 governors. One out 
of this two was to be chosen as a pres­
idential candidate nominee of the club 
(of 30J.

Back home then. Gaya was said to be 
in need of the advice and leg works of 
a Mr. Fix-it in his SSG only to discover, 
as it was put to TSM. that he "no longer 
had any as such, again."

It was then time for him to move 
against his former point man. His mor­
ality did not like a shabby treatement 
,for an ex-aide but the governor had a 
powerful lobby to contend with. He was 
being told that Abba should be treated . 
as a disloyal element who had. on ac­
count of that, become dangerous. j

In the end. he was presented with ( 
three options of how to cut Abba off the t

to the 
i - -- ** caucus

•is-. -- = --.ends were
™ ^Xrem*^ 

' CH outside it
he ,rrn:ngOfJan>UT73rd-199rS?5? 10 -k - job and it 

h:s- -A22 PIa^s feU into 
Sen. ^tyone was happy At least 

inbuilt contradiction in 
two people of different ap- 

. 5ocia!isation going it to-
u’as bour-d to manifest later, 

traya is acknowledged to be an ex- 
tremely good natured person devoid of 

I nnUfVnC,!.Ousncss or wickedness. But 
politically he is also acknowledged to 
nave no experience of relating to people 
outside Kano. Even in Kano, he dis­
trusted the elites contrary to his SSG 
whose political socialisation made the 
company of people of all areas neces­
sary and somehow natural.

Managerially, Gaya watches said the 
governor had the knack for saying that 
everything is all right thus compelling 
his chief bureaucrat (Abba) to moder­
ate or tamper with most of his direc­
tives. Gaya has said that Abba tampered 
w ith his directives as SSG. He told The 
T't-j-'v.h recently after sacking the ex- 
SSG that there were loti of contradic 
lions going on in the government with 
Abba as SSG. that he would give direc­
tives and contrary ones would be car-

I ried out or they would not be fully 
implemented and that those who 
couldn't get along had to go.

Ven- important too in the drama were 
the duo received President Baban- 

gida’s overtures to Kano State. The 
president is reported to consider Kano 
strategic for whatever reasons and has. 
according to insiders, given the go ver- 
nor the impression that he is the spec 
ial friend of Mr. President Gaya is said 
to be wholly enthusiastic and unscep- *’ay 
tical about eyery such move Io*

regime without much ado. ,
One was to. in obedience to the tacit I 

agreement between Abba and Gaya in 5 
January 1991 that whoever wanted to B 
leave should discuss with the other, 
czdl the SSG and discuss with him tnat 
he had to go. This option was dis­
carded. Reason: vou don’t give an Abba 
Dabo any notice He’s a « orId m*n and 
can mess up things if not taken by sur-

Second option failed to carry weight 
too. It was that w hich would feature a 
Government House press release say­
ing that /Abba Dabo had resigned as the 
secretary to the state government and 
the governor has accepted his resigna-

“The third which carried the day was 
then to cause an announcement nam­
ing a new SSG. but without any men­
tion of Abba.

And so on the might of January 1 <. 
1993. a news flash kind of story on 
Radio Kano was announcing Haruna Un- 
gogo. a mathematician, as the acting 
secretary to the state government 
There was no mention of Abba Dabo. 
Abba had lost his job.

Contrary- to expectations. .Abba re­
fused to talk to the press on the issue. 
All that he managed to say to The 
T~ .."Th and FRCN Kaduna were that 
the governor probably misjudged him 

as having failed to give necessary sup­
port when he ;the l Governor) briefly as­
pired to the presidency.

Reactions to his arrrest and deten­
tion the week before therefore bor­
dered on surprise. People like Abdul- 
karim Daiyabu. an activist of the Kano 
Chamber of Commerce said on BBC 
that the Governor was confirming the 
allegations against him bvordering his 
cx-SSG’s arrest.

A position which the governor's 
press secretary. Nasir Zahradecn did 
not accept Zahradeen said it was frus­
trated and disgruntled politicians who 
were distributing the leaflets which ac­
cording to him had no truth in then 
beyond inciting the people against the 
government

Which. of Gaya and Abba Dabo is 
wrong or right, is not what seems to be 
the concern of some NRC elements in 
Kano State. This group is more con- I 
cemed that at the rate things arc going 
(especially between Gaya and Abba) 
Gaya may not be handing over to him- 
self or another NRC governor but to an 
SDP candidate. Which will signal the 

irrelevance of the NRC in

Already, the Rimi-Sule Lamido axis 
ol the SDP controls 27 out of the 34 
local governments of Kano State in 
stateS °f SDP chairrnansh'P °r this

Reversal of this 
not a battle the 1 
divided house, 
theoretician
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Monday. March 1 
nation s workers 
longest and mos* 
dustrial action 
dent Nigeria 
duty posts. They 
very wonderful Murid; 
dally after “arm-tuis 
tiers of govern rr. .-.is 
whopping 45 pert. nt salary ir.-.reasc. 
Wonderful it .. .zai
They had prepared early e -ugh for 
day’s job and as earlj as 6 30 a.m. the 
workers had stalled milling around all 
the k.iown bus stops in metropoli­
tan Lagos to be conveyed to theirdiffer- 
ent destinations.

Their effort turned out to be a disap­
pointingly long wait as the king of 
Lagos roads." and most patronised 
means of transportation in the nation's 

former capital
popularly known as Molue simply dis­
appeared. The no-availability of these 
special buses on Monday morning 
brought life in an ever vivacious Lagos 
to a standstill. It had the setting of a

I coup day as total confusion reigned for 
i the: better part of Monday. Economic 
I near-paralysis came to the fore, thus 
| making the government workers* 
■ strike looked like a child’s play. All the 

bus-stops were turned to threatres of

By Akaninyene Es -.-e. Felicia 
Oamen, Grace Onyegbula E 
Ar emu Kehinde

noisiest place in day time Lagos, to 
Ikeja jumped from N2 to between N3 
and N5. From Oshodi to Ojota. it went 
up to N5 instead of the former N2. At 
Lawanson. commuters were forced to 
cough out N15 to reach CMS. a major 
bus stop in Lagos Island. The fare in- 

■-----se was observed at practically all...... ....................... workers bus stops in Lagos A new phrase was ar.d students struggled, fought and evenintroducedintothetransportlex- 
shtr.ed e x .h other to board: the few av- icon — special drop as taxi and 
s.litlem.n. . uses that plied the roads. tehukab- drivers and motorcycle

?. \ ~ tale ■' agon;, and frustration operators popular called ixada |
■ n Lag sians. Already pushed to charged bctw\.tu Siu 
the wall by the worsening economic between N20 and N50 . _r —
s.tuati-.r. the workers paid through tively. Some drivers cut their routes by 
the.r nose to their destinations as driv- half in order to make greater kill of the 
-rs introduced outrageous fares on all commuters.
routes. Thr -•? who could not afford the Smart commuters, bent on reaching 
exorbitant t barges or simply did not their destinations used all available 

any means of transportation, did means of transportation. Heavy duty 
" — ’ ' r trailers, tractors and tippers were not

• 'j*“vcs spared as all available spaces were of frustra- filled by human cargo. Even private car 
heir agony, owners were forced to carry angry com­

muters. Those who would not oblige 
received the wrath of the “mob". At 
least three mercedes benz cars, two 
peugeot saloon cars and a Nissan pat­
rol whose drivers would not act the 
good Samaritan were alleged to have 
had their windscreens put to sminthe- 
reens by angry commuters.

Train, hitherto forgotten for its snail-

Paralysis on Lagos roads
Government's 
sanitize the o 
our roads inches Lago- 
sians to the abyss. r__

crease was observed.. >=, the frightening crowd of workers bus stops in Lagos A
and students struggled, fought and evenintroducedintoL.- 
sht-.-d e x .□ other to board: the few av. jcon _ spCcial drop

Kibukab- drivers and motorcyc 
jerators popular called

^aarged between N100 and N300 and 
u per drop respec-
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signals to all strata of government and 
its officials were involved in frantic ef­
fort to save the situation.

The first step was.to mobilize availa­
ble Lagos State government commer­
cial buses to ply all routes in Lagos. 
Throughout that Monday, only govern­
ment owned buses, except the Kombi 
type were seen on the streets of Lagos. 
However, in spite of the upsurge by 
commuters, operators of the buses still 
charged old rate. But its impact was not 
tclt as the suffering heightened. Sens­
ing that government activities might 
grind to a halt, especially coming on 
the heel of the 23-day old industrial ac­
tion. government succumbed to the 
transport owners subterfuge.

Same Monday, the police, the Federal 
Road Safety Officials and Lagos State 
government functionaries met to re­
view the situation. The verdict of 
their parley was the extension of the 
deadline by two weeks as it had become 
apparent that government effort had 
been vitiated. A police source told TSM 
that the police and other security 
agents back pedalled on enforcing the 
directive alter receiving security report 
that if the suffering persisted for too 
long, a spontaneous street riot might 
ensue.

Isaac Akinmoyede, spokesman for 
Lagos State Police Command, would 
not hear this. He told a TSM reporter 
that there was no security report that a 
riot was in the offing. He re-echoed his 
boss’ statement that the two weeks 
grace period was given in sympathy to 
the "hues and cries" of the masses. 
James Danbaba, the Lagos State Police 
boss had earlier said that the extension 
was on humanitarian grounds as

speed movement, came in handy as 
commuters scrambled for available 
space and risked their lives in the pro 
cess by hanging precariously on the 
doors and windows of the moving giant. 
There were shouts of "ohs and "ahs 
al Oshodi bus stop as the madding 
crowd gazed in dismay at those risking 
their lives just to reach their various 
destinations.

It was a well plotted coup and the 
execution was a photo-finish affair. The 
coup plotters, the Moluc owners and 
their drivers literally forced govern­
ment to its knee by withdrawing virtu­
ally all Molue buses from the streets 
and al least proved one point, the indis­
pensability of the "love-hate" bus to 
Lagos transport system. Government 
officials first threw the salvo the previ­
ous week by issuing an ultimatum to 
both commercial drivers and private 
car owners that any vehicle not cer­
tified as roadworthy should not be seen 
on the streets of Lagos as from Monday, 
March 1. Given that emphasis for road 
worthiness was on Molue buses that 
had for the past one month been turned 
to coffins on wheel, their owners and 
drivers retreated to their shells came 
back with a bomb back with a womb 
that called the bluff of government.

Timothy Olatunbosun. a Molue 
driver and National Union of Road 
Transport Workers (NURTWI member 
told TSM at Ikeja bus stop. "What we 
learnt about the checking last week 
and what the Inspector General of 
Police said, we preferred to keep our 
vehicles at home instead of going to 
Kirikiri" (the nation’s most feared 
prison). That action sent dangerous

“there is nowhere in the law where it 
is stated that notice has to be given 
before vehicles are checked for any de­
fect whatsoever".

If the decision to suspend the en­
forcement of traffic law$ was a 
humanitarian gesture, police action in 
the matter did not save the situa­
tions. In fact, it aggravated issues. On 
Thursday, February 25 when Aliyu 
Atta, an Alhaji and Inspector General 
of Police told the nation government 
intention to sanitize our roads by en­
forcing strict traffic laws with effect 
from March 1, his men did not allow 
the message to sink as they swooped 
on commercial drivers that very Thurs­
day. About 50 Molue buses were im­
pounded that Thursday by both the 
police and Federal Road Safety Corps- 
This irked the transporters who later 
said that their decision to withdraw all 
Molue buses on Monday was in part 
triggered by the seizure of their vehi­
cles. But Akinmoyede told Secretary of 

cles. But Akinmoyede told TSM that the 
police did not impound any vehicle. 
However, the National Secretary of 
the NURTW, Vincent Jack said enforce­
ment of government order was prema 
sure. He asserted that failure by the 
state government to provide adequate- 
alternative to private transporters’ ser­
vice worsened the situation.

He might be correct The only differ­
ence between Lagos State government­
transport system and private concerm 
is that the former’s buses are all road­
worthy. Once one is seen be be faulty, it is 
withdrawn from the road. But hardly" 
any impact is made by the Lagos State 
government Its emphasis on making
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quick re­
public has cf such tyres while other spare parts 

are not in the market He indicted the 
police and the government by saying 
that once government invites the police 
to check bus drivers, “they are opening 
road for police to dupe us”, and that 
government has not done enough for 
the citizens.

Everyone agrees that government 
should' do something with the precari­
ous transport situation in Lagos, espe­
cially in relation to the incessant gh­
astly accidents invoking Mclue buses. 
Within the past few weeks alone many 
lives have been sent to their untimely 
death through these buses. On Feb­
ruary 8. no fewer than 25 people were 
burnt to ashes when a Mbfue bus caught 
fire at the Lagos Third Mainland Bridge 
Six days after, a similar incident oc- 
cured along Iju road in Agege area of 
Lagos where three of such buses ram­
med into one another and unspecified 
number of commuters lost their lives. 
Again, on February 23. another molue 
bus somersaulted on the Eko Bridge in 
Lagos and collided head-long into an 
abandoned vehicle and buried 10 
people in the process. This particular 
incident moved the various govern 
ment agencies to say - “enough is 
enough".

dnver told TSM that State
government charges S1.600 a day to 
merriai11!13 Jubilee Line buses to com- 

dnsers. while private Mo'ue 
wuers lease theirs out at N1.300 a day. 
Th. -7 could not corroborate the state­
dot, but Ede said that these exorbit- 

force drivers to overuse the 
vehicles through excess loading: and 
over-speeding in order to make re­
turns. To worsen the situation, the 

are Paid by tbe drivers before 
the buses are released in the morning, 
so dnvers embark on the mad rush, 
that sometimes result in ghastly acci­
dents in a bid to break even.

Again, the short notice, (it was ini­
tially three days) given commercial 
drivers to put their rickety buses in 
good shape was an overkill. It was an 
impossible task given the comprehen­
sive overhaul expected from the owners 
and drivers and the cost of spare parts 
in the market Even by extending the 
deadline by two weeks, government is 
merely postponing the evil day as indi­
cations are that the Monday experience 
will come back to haunt the nation at 
the expiry of the deadline. TSM gathered 
that the two weeks extension was still 
unrealistic. The deputy national sec­
retary of the NL’RTW. Abdulazeez 
Bogunmbe told TSM that though his 
union gladly welcomed government 
more to clean the mess off our roads, 
the March 15 deadline was unrealistic 
given the nature of problems these veh­
icles face. He said NURTW investigation 
showed that at least three mouths was 
needed to bring the vehicles to required 
standard. He told our reporter that 
spare parts were not only expensive but 
scarce. He estimated that it would cost 
a staggering N 150.000 to put some of 
the Molue buses back in good shape and 
that such money was not available. 
Bogunmbe however issued a warning 
signal that "if the government refuses 
to extend the ultimatum by three 
months, the issue would snowball to a 
national one." He said sympathy 
would be drawned from other states, 
adding that “road transport workers 
are not like nurses or doctors. If they 
go on strike for two days, the economy 
will be paralysed."

Olatunbosun even extended the 
union argument by saying that auto 
owners would borrow money to repair 
their vehicles, but that commuters 
should be ready to bear the cost via 
increased fare. Olatunbosun who 
spoke to our reporter with anger ex­
pressed on his face said the cost of re­
pairing vehicles is unbearable. To him 
a 3 tonne tyre used in Molue vehicles 
cost N2.5OO and a single Maine ex- 
cost N2.500 and a single Molue is ex-

The police, the Vehicle Inspectorate 
Officers (VIOs] the FRSC and Lagos 
State government took the gauntlet to 
curb the carnage on the roads. Aliyu 
Atta who announced government plans 
said all vehicles should be certified 
road worthy with particular reference 
to tyres, brake, fire extinguishers, 
headlights, certificate of insurance, 
driving licence and general comforta­
bility of the vehicles for commuters.

A typical Mohn- bus is a death trap, 
roving for where to hang its (human) 
cargo. Most of them are not only old 
but virtually unserviceable. Mainlv 
found in Lagos, they arc propelled by 
faulty engines that emit smoke and suf

This journey could be the Iasi.

■MMMwLife & Style

fer from overheating and occasionally 
catch fire. They also suffer from inces­
sant brake failure, lacking any comfort­
able facility and susceptible to ghastly 
accident especially when driven by re­
ckless and inexperienced drivers. 75/M 
discovered that some of the drivers are 
not licensed but grew on the job from 
conductors to “driver". Another sour 
taste is the flooding of fake spare parts 
in the market. A driver who simply gave 
his name as Alimi lamented the spectre 
of fake spare parts and the havoc they 
cause. “These days we don't even know 
which is which. You go to the market 
to buy brake fluid and they tell you this 
is Taiwan, this is Russia. At the end of 
the day you discover that none of them 
is original. Recently, my company re­
paired our motor engine at N 17.000 and 
the thing parked up again within a 
week", he lamented to TSM

The question now is how will govern­
ment effect the desired change without 
worsening the hardship Nigerians have 
already been subjected to. The harsh 
economic situation and spiralling cost 
• •f rvrrvthing have made the issue <>t 
sanitizing the roads very touchy and 
potentially dangerous Already the 45 
per cent salary increase just approved 
for government workers has been re­
duced to nothingness by the high cost 
of virtually all other services. The situ­
ation smacks of a replay of what Nige 
rians went through exactly a year ago. 
It could be. remembered that on March 
5. last year, government through the 
Central Bank further deregulated the 
foreign market which led to the devahi 
ation of naira by over 80 pet cent. That 
action reverberated by sending the 
prices of everything under the Nigerian 
sun beyond the reach of many. Till date, 
many are yet to recover from that 
trauma and with the further deprecia­
tion of the naira to an all time low and 
high transportation cost, no one can 
say if .Julius Ceasar s Ides of March is 
not here with us.
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Rust is like cancer. U 1 % of it fa sighto) 

°n your car about 90% could be hidden 
Unseen underneath your car paint The 
Part seen is like a tip of an ice berg. Car 
repair companies have special devices 
such as indoscope, for determining the 
extent of rust in a car.
Treatment: First of all. the car is 
stripped naked. Everything in the car 
is removed, including the seat The area ! 
where the rust has been spotted is cut 
off and a new metal is welded to it It 
must be certain that no rust remains 
after this treatment otherwise it will 
spread again.

Usually after welding a new metal to 
a car. rust most often starts from the 
edges of the welded spot After welding 
therefore, cover the spot with prima. 
Prima is a non-pigmented paint used 
to exclude air and moisture from a 
newly - welded metal.

Apart from prima. it is recommended 
to apply sealant to the welded parts of 
the car. Sealant exclude air, moisture 
and salt permanently.

Rust conversion is done by brushing 
the body of the car with a special bmsh. 
Rust removal: This is rubbed on the 

Sbody of the car. It converts rust, not 
^easily detected into a metalic sub- 
^stance.
—?ust prima: It sen’es two purposes. It 
=s used as a base for the top coat paint

It also makes the top coat paint, 
dhere or last long. It supports the pre

‘testicle r-Ke-c 
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and WALED Motor Mechanical Com" 
pany Limited and here are some farts 
We gathered on car care.
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vention of rust also.
Painting: Painting serves two pur 
poses. For beautification and protec 
tion of the car.

Prima is the top coat painting. There 
is one or two systems. The one coal 
system is cheaper but last for only one 
year. Two coat system is more expen 
sive but can last for up to six years. 
Cavity Conversion: The doors anc 
cavity are places where rust can easilj 
start Cavity wax is applied to preven' 
rust. The cavity wax prevents watei 
from getting into the metal. The wax is 
unreactive to salt water. Cavity wa> 
should be applied after every sfr 
months.

Under body coating is needed ever} 
three months. This is very important 
because rust usually spread from here.

It is often advised that car owners 
keep an extra tin of paint in their cars. 
After a scratch it is necessary that the 
painting is re painted immediately tc 
prevent the metal from water.

Detergents: Detergents can haw 
negative influence on car paints. It 
therefore not recommended for c:» 
washing. There are special detergents 
however suitable for this purpose • 
Look for them in your local stores. A 
product recommended for car-wash is 
called paint guard. Wash your car w»tb 
water only and polish with paint guard- 
It has a glittering effect on car paints-

Wash the underneath of your car reg' 
ularly. Wash with hot water. To leave 
this part of your car unwashed, is a sure 
way of spreading rust

Cockpit spray: This product is used 
thus: spray it in your car cock pit an.<' 
wipe with a clean cloth. The cock P>* 
will begin to glitter in no time at all- 
has a lemon aroma.

car-servicing
A NEW car should be serviced once 
in two months. As the vehicle gro*® 
older more lubrication of the engine i- 
necessary. There must be enough en­
gine oil for proper functioning.

Make sure worn out parts are quick- 
replaced to forestall greater darnag" 
being done to your car.

The most important thing however t— 
that you watch out for any strange de­
velopment in your car like Strang" 
noise in the vehicle. Once you discov® 
this, quickly take your car to a main  
nance garage to locate where the 
is coming from. This helps to minim* 
tlie problems often associated ve 
cles.
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Will Nigerians ever break 
the African time jinx? 
That seems unlikely as 
the crea me de la creme of 
the society are getting 
more and more enmeshed 
in this quagmire.
By Emma Anyamele Jnr.
With Akaninyene Esiere

FR1CAN time!
How else can one account for the be- 
hind-schedule commencement of the 
FMA. if not tor this syndrome which 
has eaten deep into the fabric of the 
Nigerian society.

Ry 4 p.m. February 28 when the show 
was scheduled to have kicked off, there 
were no visible signs of any major event 
in the offing. Only the FMA banner flut 
taring at the entrance D of the Cinema 
Hall of the National Theat still gave 
jne the impression that something 
might still happen and that it could 
>nly be a question of time.

Indeed, time budgeting was their 
greatest undoing. The mammoth of fun 

' seeking crowd that thronged the large 
, hall would have been thrilled to no end 
I if it were an all night affair. The curtain 
i was eventually unveiled at 6 p.m. and 
I this had a toll on the show proper. For. 

by the time the music awards were mid 
’-•ay on course. Femi /Xnikulapo Kuti. 
>' ho performed creditably as the an­
chor man of the night was virtually talk

John Momoh and presently Managing 
Director of Channels Incorporated. 
who thought he should seize the oppor­
tunity the night afforded, to sell his pct 
telly project Momoh was stunned and 
obviously discomfitted as Tyna 
stamped the symbol of her award vio­
lently on the rostrum and walked away 
like somebody possessed.

The African Oyinbo had definitely set 
a precedent which might not augur 
well for shows of this kind.'In the an­
nals of music awards in Nigeria. Tyna’s 
action has no equivalent The only case 
close to this, but then still very faraway 
is that of the Afro Beat King who has 
never honoured the NMA by attending 
their shows despite the fact that hr still 
wins awards yearly Fela's reason for 
disrespecting the NMA is that he 
deems its parent body I’MAN too small 
to give him an award. But then, his son 
Femi Anikulapo Kuti normally repre 
sents him there and missed only on 
one occasion. Thus, until the end of 
the show the audience was still 
dumbfounded as they could not find 
any reasons to justify Tyna’s weird at 
titudc.

Zeal Onyia. ace trumpeter, music col­
umnist, song writer and a broadcaster.

Tyna Onwudiwe sets 
a precedent

ing to an empty hall. Not even his nb 
cracking jokes nor the live pertor- 
nances sandwiched between awards 
were enough to hold back the restive 
audience who were itching to go as 
darkness enveloped everything it came 
across. And by the time the ultimate 
award — the artiste of the year, came 
around, virtually no one was there to 
applaud later the artise of the moment.

This unpalatable scenario was not 
helped by Tyna Onwudiwe's unpredic­
tability. Who would have known that 
the A,'.-. an < .. , whose debut album
had already clinched the favourite 
sleeve design award and who had al­
ready enchanted the audience 
with her rendition of her song B'a * J 
Black, will reject the favourite cross­
over music award, her album, ’ 
Oytnbf fetched her. This action of hers 
as she later stated stemmed from the 
fact that she quarrelled with the appel­
lation ‘cross-over’ placed in juxtaposi­
tion with her album

The first victim of Tyna’s unpre­
cedented action former NTA's
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•r — Shina Peters, 
in many quarters.

for. 
tout

I

ranging from the trivial to the immense. 
Indeed as Srt/r as lie is fondly called 
by Ken Calebs Ohimese. squirmed 
amidst the heat generated by the pun

length and breath of the niteclub in 
search of the body encapsulating that 
voice of gold.

We implore you to search no further. 
His name is Peter Hills Mukoro. a 
graduate of the Nigerian Institute of

with which he holds them spell bound.
He aptly described the night ot Feb­

ruary 24 at the Niteshift as one o. ex­
traordinary character and it stuck. A 
pulsating night of intrigue, suspense, 
conflict, climax and resolution with 
protagonists in the persons of ace foot* 
bailer and ex-international.

The Guvnor's night of 
expostulations

dren by Sony Okosuns; Trado-contem- 
porary music — Peter Eribi (East) 
Salawa Abeni (West). Balia Miller ' 
(North); Favourite Gospel music — 
Funmi Aragbaiye: Favourite cross-over 
music — African Oyinbo Tyna On- 
wudiwe; Favourite highlife music—Ibui 
Kambiri (live and let live by Oliver de 
Coque: Favourite Fuji music — Fuji (*>/ 
lection by Wasiu Ayinde Marshall: 
Favourite Pop music — African Oyinbo 
by Tyna Onwudiwe; Favourite Juju 
music — Experience by Shina Peters; 
Favourite Reggae music — Him Fc 
Corci by Ras Kimono: Song of the year
— Molhcilc.ss children — by Sony Oko- 
sun: Album of the year — Experience by 
Shina Peters: Favourite female vocalist
— Salawa Abeni: Favourite male voc­
alist — Blackky;
— Artiste of the year

As it was feared ir

as he received his scroll of honour 
echoed the feelings of a good number 
of People in the hall, when he decried 

termed "copy-catism" in the 
:i ia,. music scene in his acceptance 
tch "I feel honoured." says he. "but 

happy man.given what is hap- 
i the music scene in Nigeria, 
deteriorated to copy-catism.

,J u"s dictated to us.
____  to them for a 
idvised that the FMA and 
> should begin to lay 
the cultural content of

Tony Okoroji the president of PMAN. 
was not present at the show. Neither I 
were the PMAN officials. This was also ■ 
the case at the first ever FMA. This - 
seems to confirm the belief in so many 
places that PMAN’s executives feel 
irked by this usurpation of its func­
tions in a domain'* which it has all the 
while regarded as its exclusive pre­
serve. Could this also account for their 
disregard for I992’s FMA celebrity 
Daniel Wilson whom after being sho­
wered with awards at the FMA got no­
thing at the NMA’

This has no douln placed both 
awards committees at different al­
titudes and also beyond the ambience 
of complementarity. And as we look for­
ward to the NMA. if this scenario is re­
capitulated m the ong run. then we 
can't help n aching very definite con­
clusions.

The one is mi ex-interna­
tional footballer and 
the other is an ace musi­
cian. loin us as we take 
lieeps IlltO their lllliaue Jl>unlal‘sm (NIJ|. who speaks English 
' . 1 with the confidence and competence, of*
lives. a native speaker. He is the Guvnor’s

pearl, no doubt, and has been with him 
for about two years now. He likes what 
he is doing especially the musical as­
pect of it. since he has a penchant for 
music.

■i.JP^fr^^SUMING it is When next you go there, check him 
your first time at Niteshift, the u out at the DJ’s cubicle, directly on your 
sher has just led you to your seat way to the male and female vanities, 
and your eyes have finished devouring This is where he joins forces with the 
the cosiness and aesthetics of the DJ to assail the audience with subli 
place and as you nod your head and tap mated music interspersed with a voice 
your leet appreciatingly to the vibes cir- —:‘u • *«----------•’*------- •
culating in the atmosphere, one of the 
first things that is hound to hit von and re 
ally hit your hard like a missile, is the 
powerful, rich and sonorous voice of 
the duty announcer at NiteshifL Im­
mediately, you will think you are listen­
ing to the radio and such names as bailer and ex-international. Segun 
Willy Egbe. Boniface Asuquo. Tony Odegbamiand ace musician. Sony Oku 
Ibegbulam. Mani Onomonu etc cross suns, goaded by the audience, who as 
your mind in a flash. "No! no!! no!!!" sailed them with fusillade ol questions

' you say to yourself emphatically, f— -----"---------
there appears to be something ab(

i this voice which you can’t really 
fathom. Instinctively, you scan the

what he 
Nigerian mu; 
speech "! 
I’m not a 1 
pening in 
We have Gv-----For long, the world has 
we should dictate to 
change." He at 
other bodies 
emphasis on 
our music.With citations read by Ohi Alegbe. ex 
Deputy EditoroffheA/m-.mGwoi./antl 
Associate Director of guadrant. a 
Public Relations outfit, other reci 
pients of these scrolls of honour, given 
to certain distinguished Nigerians for 
their contributions to the growth and 
development of the Nigerian music in 
dustry were: Gerald Emeka Pine. 
IGeraldo Pino) Nigeria's James Brown, 
Jos based Bala Miller. Osy Denobis 
Ohidigho the youngest recipient n il 
and a studio engineer. Taslini Alam 
Salam (Ala Tessy Sal) who worked with 
Tera Kota to produce the monster hit 
/.miivil.i/io'i loi Sodom and Chuk 
wuemeka Akalonu an aci nniplished 

singer.But the cynosure of all eyes in this 
category of the awards was 83 year old 
Alhaji Abdulrafiu Babatunde King who 
was aided unto the podium Those 
amongst the audience who hitherto 
were ignorant of the genesis of Juju 
music went home better informed, cour­
tesy of Babatunde King whom the audi 
cnee welcomed by rising lull length ,\< 
cording to the ace guitarist and |uju 

. music trail blazer, his first album in 
193(1 titled Dr. Tunde Sapara who was 
the head ol the ,hi|u men iiiicdu Hit­
men and traditional healeisi m l.agos gave 
juju music its name, .is people started 
referring to him as a Juju musician. In 
recognition of his excellence and 
fatherly mien Shina Peters prostrated 
lull length before him while Ebcne/er 
Obey bowed and stood reverently by
Il'Hl.

to add pep to the night. Dele Taiwo 
and the Womandator Peggy Curtis 
Imanah . rendered a song which was 
a miscegenation of Reggae .nid .Ji,;,, 
Other live performances were by Junior 
and Pretty. Daniel Wilson. Mike Okri 
and the Waka Queen Salawa Abeni. Vic­
tor Essiet the Mandator and the master 
impressionist Centi Jack. These artis 
les were delight to behold.

The music awards winner s roll call 
for the night is as follows:
Favour Fuji song — li<<Ynppii bv Ayinde 
Marshall; Favourite Juju song — I h 
cncc by Shina Peters; Favourite Reggae 
song — Bang belly by Blackky: Favour­
ite cross-over song */■>//!<•//< ,/M/
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311311015 to his credit, the
5 the DJs

formed his decision to set up a number 
of businesses while still playing soc­
cer. This also showed that he was ig- 
norant of the prospects of soccer out­
side the shores of Nigeria.

And today, will he say his. has been 
a success story? "The answer is there 
for all to see he says. At least the fact 
that I am here (Niteshift) answers that 
questions.” And in the affirmative too.

Now. how about this for a teaser? Do 
you know that PMAN owes Sony Oko- 
suns eighty naira? Well, you never can 
imagine the surprises this night of sur­
prises will surprise you with. The first 
executive president of PMAN who 
claims that the pluralisation of his sur­
name (Okosun to Okosuns) is in recog 
nition of the multiplication of his fam­
ily. revealed that at the time he oc­
cupied the then unpopular seat of the

Okosuns
MikeOkri 

(rom Okosun s 
once asked 
should be , 
'he studios 
,nK 'or poor fini-Ih-’ ">u
'o'hisbysavOkosun l 
leant to work . B ,hat'"usicians i 
"ngineers so th",' 'J* hand with

^•HehaXXZdo^

unwen. JVonne Maha and 
testimonies to h°m he produced as 
'"Ude to tne m,„„ posi,i'’itv of his at- 
further conm" ° "R art'stes. This is 
»'anees "'»'<* by other in- 
have taken bin *ancc which would 

This night wh7chhe'Bight to recite' 
houneing from "ch s“w the. Guv'nor 
'he other gleeful C’,d of thc cIub to 
dan<-<-. riddle' l y.was favoured by 
*hi«-h saw er , " fashion parade. 
B,b,a"a Ohio leaXl"llsbeau,y queen

—.  ______ d,nK the pack.

------ ----------- _
aoazine. march u, iws

-With Barbara The.?,“-s 
unerounian beautv^- 

jSWLsadSB
> lose my clients.- And on ^7“ 

en^P Ored audience “ 

But the audience was not to be deter- 
ed as it fired on and on. and in the 
recess made the hot seat hotter for

tith T..ilda until he read it in the 
nagazmes. rAME to be precise. He said 
te found it difficult making comments 
ibout something which never existed i 
n the first place. He stated that he had 
lever claimed to be a moralist and so 
wondered why anybody should feel so 
strongly about his alleged affair with 
Barbara. Then he gave a poser: "if any- 
lody_.ri the house feels he has the 
noral justification to condemn me for 
he wrong he feels. I've committed, 

then iet him cast the first stone at me." 
This poser was greeted by applauses 
and cheers and on this note he rested 
his case.

But then 80 percent of the questions 
Mathematical Odegbami answered on 
this night were football oriented. "Why 
should Nigeria always fall prey to 
Ghana and Cameroun?" he was asked. 
“Is it because they are superior?" "The 
-reason is more of psychology than 
■superiority." he answered: why should 
■excellence be sacrificed on the alter of 
□nediocrity in the name of quota system 
-which has never augured well for 
Nigeria ever since it was injected into 
the realm of soccer? Segun said this 
practice has its genesis in the desire 
to represent every section of the coun­
try in the national team so that nobody 
will feel left out. He gave the examples 
ol Baba Otu Mohammed and Yakubu 
Mambo who were not even Nigerians 
but were used to assuage the yearnings 
of the Northerners.

And their names did the trick: why 
didn't he go professional in his hey 
days .it the peak of Nigerian soccer? 
This he attributed to ignorance. For. 
this was When Nigerian footballers 
........ -ocn peanuts as allowances and 
what mattered was the joy and glory- of 
doming the national colours w-h.ch

[ ihe ultimate. The picture, there- as _____
"a h had in his mind of a person hot seat, the Ozzidi exponent st 
fore, he f M,as spent on the that t[lc fifty thousand naira which
J of soccer was one of penury and -----------
X“«r wretchedness. He did not want to 

poor man and he did not want to 
^d his iifc in mise,y a"d

lems of the association, was erro ne- 

i smsasss 
i ««?•’ .c.onsPlractes and factionalism

« nich m turn resulted in what he called 
UP a“emPts from which he emerged 

grateft^?^ for this’ hc is ctcnially
i NRn 1 l° God’ 50• on leaving office, 

Wa? Cft oul of 010 N50.000,
. °” ' S°ny knows when he will 

ciaim it
rclHi>5d ?hether he has changed his 
an islam^ nC-C hc is known to have sung 
both th n^CCe-01(1 man *’ho has read 
hdsMmB,1Cand “te Koran claimed 
nlv Hid demoted Christian, but sim- 
P } did what he did in order to boost 
album. CCPta^i ,ty and saIes of his

ith twer*— —**- 
fnnng„- » ” ---- — — -“O LVJ 1113 A.
who oft/ O^ldisrri blames 
indigenotsPXf<:rrOrcign music to r 
%«u;c Nigerian rnuT 

music^nd”^’ °nwards-jt »5 no longer 
king The. r JUSl mus‘c for the Ozzidi 
monev and°^S W*U now shift Awards 
The better S y fe,t Justified for this, 
he said • Part °f ^*s musical career 
anti-apartheidSr«nl championing the 
which he e d Crusadc musically, for 
ultimately £^teKd l° *el nothing and 
s°n Mandela, obandshakc from Nel-

■ stepned „ osun has therefore 
Prcskfential0 Bashorun MKO Abiola's 

<his £7mpaign train and hc did
is no wav hr „lrn?COtlvtetion that there 
chief without x b*assoc>ated with the 
ofweakh aSkinR in his shadows

even thcTren01^-*^11 ,1as started and 
been put intoara“on cause which has 
r“- f. ‘ on£« has not been spared 

thoroughness.
n W110 Was bent on drinking 

Pool of artistic experi- 
ci.fU,« .son85 or sounds 

ff >ndiscriminately at
L iW,.*r.ds fhc end. thus mak- 

--------- 1 replied 
musicians should

— .... »», 17" *.** *“*na witn sound ----- ----  _,ha' the later don't cut

- what did 
‘dlcgation t. 
^hingto 

__ *____  * . ____ _ 'vho th re7^ 
president of PMAN. the association was nUOS P°‘nted
financially impotent In fact, he didn’t Ol,v< ka Onwer 
even see a treasury, not to talk of meet- 
ing any money in the coffers.

Fielding questions from thc audience 
he reclined in Niteshift’s gurvnor’s 

stated 
i was 

.given to him personally by Bashorun 
Abiola when he gave him a copy of his 
album and which he even used in at 
tending to some of the teething proh
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ftW Mm is not

Michael Jackson, pop’s greatest gift.
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By Joseph (Jmunegbu 
with agency report

of this world 
—Says Brooke 
Shields

ICHAEL 
| Jackson is more than just a megaster 

and a half. He is the world’s most re­
nowned popstar. Still only 34, the man 
or "boy," they fondly call "Whako 
Jacko," has traversed the heart of the 
music scene for close on 23 years — 
enough to make him a veteran! He shot 
to stardom at the tender age of 11 — a 
child prodigy — banging away three 
number one hits with the Jackson 5, 
Michael was the centrepiece of that 
group.

As if this was no mean feat, Michael 
Jackson went a step further on his 
own. For most of the eighties, he did 
not cease to amaze. His dance steps., 
brilliant pop tunes and a flair for the 
extra ordinary — he was king of pop. A 
genius and an odd ball rolled into one. 
But his greatest claim to fame is his 
thriller and bad LPs, which has become 
the best sellingalbums in history. Thril- 
let tops all, with 48 million copies sold 
worldwide. And the cash has not 
stopped rolling in either. Sony Enter­
tainment, has awarded him a contract 
worth billions of dollars.

Though, Jackson's latest. Danger­
ous. is trudging along at a mere 4 mil­
lion copies. Not quite the Jackson stan­
dard. Last year, Forbes magazine noted 
his financial standing for 1992 to be in 
the region of $51 million to $88 million. 
Yes! this is big money. But Jackson is 
said to be losing touch. "Ole Twinkle 
Toes" still has his magic footwork, but 
the audience are leaving in droves. 
Perhaps, he aims to regain the confi­
dence of the fans by opening up in pub­
lic and coming out of his reclusive 
shell. "Let people have his own side of 
his story," he appears to be saying. And 
why not "Ole Twinkle Toes," "Whako 
Jacko," “Peter Pan" or whatever one 
likes to call him, has taken a lot of jibes 
in recent years. He aimed to redress 
the balance by giving a blockbuster in- I

I tervicw to the Oprah Winfrey Show, re- j

cently, where Jackson bared his mind 
on some touchy personal issues. It was 
electric. His first television interview 
in 14 years. And it was a sell out

The person Winfrey, who is equally 
a super celebrity in her own right, fired 
the questions and Jackson went on the 
offensive. No, he does not sleep in a 
hyperbaric chamber — what it was, is 
an equipment at a burns centre he 
founded after he charred the side of his 
head, shooting a 1984 Pepsi advert

No, his creamy white bleached skin 
is not an attempt to deny his black 
roots. "I am proud to be a black Amer­
ican." he says. No, his bleaching is not 
the reason for his skin problems. He 
suffers from a disorder which destroys 
the pigmentation of the skin, “...it is in 
my family," he remarks. His doctor, 
Madha Pathak, a professor of dermatol­
ogy at Havard, tries to confirm this: 
"Michael Jackson, may die from other 
diseases but not from this one. He will 
have a normal life." No, he did not have 
a full scale plastic surgery, it was a min­
imal one to "remodel" his nose and slip 
in a chin cleft

Whatever one makes of these an­
swers to Winfrey, it has not hidden the 
fact that Jackson has never had a nor­
mal life. His topsy-turvy lifestyle has 
shot from one extreme to the other. 
And its roots began at childhood. In 
fact, his early years were sad and 
wounded. And this is reflected in adult­

hood.
He told Winfrey that during rehear­

sals, "I would look out and see all the 
children palying...and it would make 
me cry." Before a tour of South Amer­
ica, he hid away crying because he did 
not want to go.

His teenage years were just as bitter.. 
"Very, very sad years," he lamented to 
the ace soap interviewer. His strict 
father would call him "ugly," and be 
would cry everyday, he revealed. He re­
luctantly and defensively admitted re­
ceiving his father's beatings. But he 
exhibits no remorse to a childhood 
gone away. "Dangerous is dedicated to 
my dearest parents, Katherine and ,_ 
Joseph Jackson," he enthused.

It is not then surprising that the 
Peter Pan of the pop world is still a 
child at heart —just as the fabled Peter 
Pan who never grew up. Jackson iden­
tifies more with pet animals and chil­
dren than with adults as himself. And 
this is understandable given his dep­
rived childhood.

But one question he left unanswered 
was the state of his love life.” He has 
dated Brooke Shields, though the ac­
tress says, no wedding bells are in the 
offing yet Shields, 27, also grew up in 
similar circumstances as Jackson did. 
Right from childhood she was exposed 
to the naked glare of clicking cameras. 
Perhaps, this is why Jackson relates 
more with her than most other adults. 
In the best possible way, Shields says, 
"Michael is not of this world." This 
sums up the state of Michael Jackson s 
inside world, which he permits very few 
people a look in.
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' leaders. • 
Civility.

democracy refers
as ....---------------------------------- * c5«ain attit
he did so in a manner that ensured that lrait ''h'ch has 
practice did not negate theory.

1 am sure that the illustrious Awo
would be turning uneasily in his grave m — • ^-uiviLIA 
at what today is passing the lang. worst uah ''?° disPlaV 
uage and content of political dis- <ators i, the most d 

anc.„, "d fascists in hi

. ft a federation as diverse 
ano multivalent as ours, the possibility

• ut onollthic view on any issue can 
he^t ’ be rUled out Nor is it even

.. "y* for the cultivation of a democ- 
in C cuIt^re« to have the nation speak 

voice. What is definitely worth 
*orrjnng about is the way we disagree. 
.n r.ec.ent times, we are witnessing a vir- 

. decay of discourse manifested in 
yanous forms: in p ace of dissent, we 

enthroned demagoguery; in place 
o counsel, the elderly and the experi­
enced in our national community 

ave opted for arrogant hectoring, in 
place of explanation, those in authority 
have chosen the path of self-righteous 
justification: in defiance of recourse to 
the due processes of the law. those who 
feel wronged have resorted to threats 
of Armageddon; in place of dialogue, we 
insist on brutal confrontation: in place 
°f appeal, we have opted for incitement.

Underlying all this is a think miasma 
of seemingly incurable cynicism about 
the future of our country, about the 
structure and nature of our federation, 
about our leadership, including ourin- 
dividual existence has come under cyn­
ical apprehension.

In more recent times, what one may 
poetically refer to as our "habit of un­
happiness" with ourselves has as­
sumed a new and more dangerous i 
mension. Some of our citizens who are 
privileged to travel abroad once in a 
w hile have begun to massively export 
and publicise their cynicism ana 

j reservations about the realities of ou 
; country to other Lands, far away places 
1 to which some of our predicaments can 

be traced. By choosing to exercise o 
legitimate right to freely express 
news about our country outside oi 
borders, especially in Western capita** 
ar*d through Western media. ue’ 
elite, may in fact be contributin£ nh’on 
much talked about negative Per£cpt . 
of our country in other lands. Po 
and scathing criticism of any Nigenan 

: administration outside our shores j 
i sound attractive on the surface- . 
, each time we raise our voices 

audiences to spotlight our fax ling • 
arc demeaning out heritage an u 
lining our individual linkage to 
colonial trap. Such uttc5a”^jStory 
earn us acclaim in lands who it-es.

I is littered with unprintable a founda.
! we may even be honoured dj ________
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tions of dubious endowment; we may 
even get a few more paid trips with the 
hospitality usually accorded ex-slave 
with some extra dollars or pounds.

But each time any of us goes out 
there to deride our country, something 
in us dies.

I refuse to be convinced that we can­
not responsibly air our reservations 
about ourselves within the borders of 
our land nbr is it easy to accept the 
assumption that we can better bring 
about the changes that we desire by 
playing to the gallery of international 
attention.

The world that we are trying so vvrv hard 
to impress has a new sense of humour 
and more urgent worries and would 
rather that we in Africa stay home and 
find solutions to our problems.

Saying NO is a healthy part of the 
democracy we so badly crave. Those 
who say NO arc no less patriotic than 
either those who say YES or the ones 
whom history and destiny have placed 
in the cockpit of today’s experience. If 
I understand them correctly, those in 
the cockpit of power are not necessar­
ily a verse to the voice of dissent. The 
source of concern is the manner of ex­
pression. I share in the worry that 
perhaps there are too many of us mem­
bers of the elite shouting at each other 
from the roof tops; those underneath 
cannot understand us even though we 
pretend to be shouting on their behalf.

Nor is the tradition of dissent and 
political opposition new in our land. 
Our pioneer nationalists bequeathed 
us that legacy if no other. They said NO 
to the British: that is probably one 
reason why we are all gathered here 
this afternoon talking freely about the 
things that touch us all. Easily the 
most strident and immortal voice in the 
tradition of constructive opposition 
and dissent in our land is the late polit­
ical sage. Chief Obafemi Awolowo)

(God bless his noble heritage). In the 
hands of Awo. the dissenting voice was 
a necessary tool for the process of na­
tion-building. He never j 
our common household be pu 
down but instead insisted that it ccw.„ 
be made stronger and remarkably, he 
did proffer suggestions based on facts 
and figures. And when he had the op-

sent in our land.
The virtual collapse to discourse in 

today's Nigerian cannot of course be 
divorced from the most crucial task on 
hand, namely, the quest for a new 
democratic order.

Precisely, it is the imperative of democ­
racy that has loosened our diverse 
tongues in different dialects. This 
perhaps is as it should be. But in the 

for dcmocracv. I believe that

| The collapse of 
discourse

quest f ________
dialogue, the interplay of diverse views 
and the aspiration to a consesus ought 
to be the norm. The trouble is that we 
are not speaking to ourselves: we are 
talking past each: words with the ar­
mour of real bullets.

There lies the danger.
In my view, the entire democracy pro­

ject in our country gravitates, for now. 
around two polarities engaged in a 
Nigerian variant of a Cold War. Here. let 
me borrow from the recent thoughts of 
my friend and brother. Chinwezu. 
There are th*bsc who have mistaken 
democracy for civilian rule. Yes. indeed 
prr. d5IPocracies are headed and gov- 

» i. • ?hc rucIs of civil society, but 
no all civil dispensations arc democra- 

. id BarTe. Ayatollah Khorneini. 
Ferdinand Marcos. Jean Bedel 
BanHnSa\,Marcias ftCuvma. Kamuzu 
R ° ’ Houphouet Boignv. Pictha 
2 'na may have largely belonged in the 
that»KCateCory oI "civilians " I doubt 

----- - na. ™al. lhose who insist on civilian rule
preached that would lnd °f tbe transition programme 

PuHed kind0 tO° ea^er to accept to live in
!d that it could "ds °r societies that history has 

hc C*° ?SSOCiatr "i'h some oi these

and figures. And when he had the op­
portunity to put into practice his ideas 
as the Premier of the Western region.
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movements began to sweep through 
Eastern Europe and parts of Africa, we 
were the first African country under 
military dictatorships to opt, voluntar

Have we stopped to ask how come 
that the elite in nearly every African 
country faced with the institution of 
democratic reform after the Cold War 
uses the same phrase? Have we 
stopped to ask what these hurriedly as­
sembled and incoherent debating 
societies have produced in those Afri 
can countries that have embraced the 
new phraseology. Someone must 
quickly do a study of the origins of the 
language* of Jhe New World Order!

But from available evidence from 
Moscow to Maputo, from Luanda to 
Lome, from Kiev to Kinshasa, from 
Azerbajian to Abidjan, the series of 
sponsored national conferences that 
came in the wake of the wave of anti­
dictatorship movement on 
dictatorship is not automati­
cally a pro-democracy movement since 
it can be led by retired or aspiring fas­
cists and feudalists) especially in Af­
rica. have largely negated their original 
purposes. In Zaire, an embattled 
Mobutu is moored on his luxury yatch 
on the River Congo while prime Midis- 
ter Tsishekedi and his national confer-
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systematic transition to'civil 
*• The errors on the way 
embolden rather than 

- us.

I am not only the witness of thesp 
tragedies through which our country has 
passed. There may be people in this assem­
bly who share my sense of loss: there may 
even be others in this gathering who 
have lived with shrapnels lodged in 
their limbs or bowels for the past 22 
years.

From the ashes of that ruin, we rose 
and began the tortuous process of 
learning to walk again. The wounds are 
beginning to heal but the scars in our 
collective soul remains. I stand before 
you as a witness of both the ruin and 
the reunion. This is why I shudder at 
invoking a second Armageddon to be­
fall our country.

Our collective response ought to be 
a re-echo of tlic reflex response of the Jews 
whenever the holocaust is mentioned;

quest for personal vendetta disquised 
as pursuit of the good of masses that 
they have neither known or under­
stand. insistence that their perception 
of reality is the ONE sure path to salva­
tion; the use of intemperate ideologies 
that have been discarded by societies 
whose ancestors spurrted those very 
ideas.There are also in our society, soldiers 
and other members of civil society who 
manifest some of the finest attributes 
of democratic humanism: dialogue, re­
spect for the views df others, disputa­
tion of ideas, healthy competition, re­
spect for due process and compromise. 
These men and women, who luckily 

| constitute the majority of our country- 
i men constitute, in my view, the PKO- 

DEMOCRACy movement In a genuine 
democracy, soldiers have a role for as 
long, as they imbibe the essential 
values of democratic culture. This is 
why I recommend that all categories of 
officers and men in our uniformed 
forces should take a daily lesson in our 
constitution and be made to pass writ­
ten and oral examinations on elements 
of the Nigerian constitution and basic 
civics as a pre-requisites for promo­
tions.

For the PRO-CIVILIAN RULE move­
ment, the instruments and processes 
of the on-going transition programme 
cannot bring about civilian rule "with 
immediate effect" They have preferred 
alternatives ranging from the now fash­
ionable national conference to the ab­
dication and dismantling of government 
in favour of anarchy. None of these pos­
sibilities can be dismissed easily. But 
I doiibt that we have made any effort to 
unearth the etymology of the phrase 
"National Conference."

ity. for a sy. 
democracy, 
should 
humiliate

*As morality gradually takes centre 
stage in diplomacy and international 
relations. I can see US Marines taking 
up positions all over Somalia. Very few 
Nigerians realise that the noble work 
upon which the United States, through 
the United Nations is doing today in 
Somalia is only a more equipped, better 
financed and more professional pack- 

•aged imitation of what we are doing in 
Liberia and through the agency of 
ECOMOG. I commend the sense of re­
sponsibility of the United States but I 
prefer what we are doing in Liberia, for 
it is nobler to shed African blood to 
restore the dignity of Africans than 
have others do it for us! My heart of 
course goes out to those of our com- 
pariots who have come to harm's way 
in the Liberian operation.

If I have spoken at some length and 
with some degree of passion and con- 

nt people aeaa. in nearby Came cern about my country, there is a per- 
the anti-dictatorship movement sonal explanation for it. In late adoles- 
rnduced an onnositinn ccnce, I came to know my country in

the long dark days of the Civil War. In 
place of school, my nation taught me 
endless lessons in tragedy; in pla^e of 
toys, my nation gave me mock wooden 
rifles as a member of the Boy's Com­
pany only graduate to more lethal 
weapons a few months after: id place 
of the Sunday worship, we chanted 
daily dirges as we buried the ever pre-'

encc people are in the city centre of 
Kinshasa engaged in fruitless debates. 
Once in a while, Mobutu, to whom the 
military is largely loyal, sends his 
paratroopers into town to surround the 
parliament building and reminde the 
Prime Minister that he is still in charge. 
In between, the people suffer, for there 
is neither state nor society and the eco­
nomy is left to its own designs as the 
West which installed Mobutu in the 
first plpce has withdrawn all assistance 
and frozen all credits. In nearby Togo, 
the same situation replays itself by the 
day as Eyadema routinely sends his 
soldiers to harass the assembly of 
Prime Minister Koffigoh to do his bid­
dings. In Cote d’Ivoire, I do not know 
of what has become of the pro-democ­
racy movement In Angola, a US bro­
kered arrangement has succeeded in 
bringing Jonas Savimbi and his gueril­
las into Luanda. Elections have been 
held. Savimbi has been defeated but he 
has refused to accept the verdict of the 
people: instead, we hpar sporadic gun­
fire in the city centre now and again: at 
the last count, there were over 1000 
innocent people dead. In nearby Came- 
roun. C -** • -----
has produced an opposition that is 
poised to plunge that country into civil 
war... In far away Russia, Boris Yeltsin 
is presiding ovtfr a song with neither 
rhyme norrhy. In all these places, the 
economies has worsened and the wef- 
fare of the people, in whose name the 
National Conferences were convened, ______________ _ ___
has taken a back seat while the elite of the Sunday worship, we chanted
battles for which faction will hold the daily dirges as we buried the ever pre­
key to the national vault So much for sent dead in shallow graves; in familiar
national conferences and "arrangec" places. I watched the pastoral inno-
democracies. cence of my village life which 1 had

If 1 may turn to the endangered zone grown to cherish devastated by the
of our national discourse.. 1 am pre guns of war. 
pared to risk the contention that 
beyond the prevalent cynicism, beyond 
the rising tide of unbelief, beyond the grow­
ing erosion of confidence in ourselves 
and in the face of changes that have 
driven great nations into shreds and 
reduced others into slaughter slabs or 
simp]y.boards for skeletons, our coun­
try has achieved a few feats which, in 
the circumstances, we may be over­
looking.

♦Outside the United States of 
America, we are easily the single most 
ethnically and culturally diverse feder­
ation that has managed to survive the 
balkanisation and armed disintegra­
tion and factionalisation that has re­
sulted from the end of the Cold War. 
We are still here under one constitu- 
don (suspended, routinely amended or wl)enever thc holocau‘ tis mentioned: 
‘"-Before" 'he wave’of pro-democracy ^VER AGAIN. For Nigeria, for me is

Chidi Amula, former chairman of Daily 
Times editorial board, delivered this ad­
dress at the launching of his book. PRIH''" 
OF THE HIGER.
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I Trans>Uona|Hr?' Ernest sh°nekan. 
1 nounced ,h„ ,o°“ncd chairman an- 
/ he exp!ajnprt 1993 budge‘ in January, 
I change d 0131 oaicial foreign ex 

®arkS ,e,pt Ots7-9 billion «?s ear- 
/ an>ount s^’bn,3 nSCa' -Vear' °' this 
. f°rdom- • 7 blIllon be allocated 
' be for Use> whUe S2 4 billion will 

1 for ex-t^ . ervicin£ and $°-8 billion 
I drawn f * resc™- Inference to be 
I BanknfK°m this ,s that the Ce°tral 
I avails hi A1^ena should be able to make 
j Inter? ^bout 890 million {or saIe at 
I °n xvcp?5eifri Exchange Market (IFEM) 
I 52 we fc bas!s (4*7 billion divided by 
l sbouki’ Tbls means fhat the CBN 

i , miUin “ave sold an approximate N720 
: ■ dish^ to authorized banks for onward 

I irnport-eni^nt to manuIacturers and 
‘ thic ers ,n the first two months ot 
I U1,s .Vear.

I Ife "°'Vever. going by transaction at the 
■ clear PentdtJniate week, it becomes 
/ seem tbe monetary’ authorities 
I n°t to be fully in control of monet-

I they ransactlons in the country’. Or if 
jn are- their operational

I causism is defective. This is be- 
■ affair,^ 016 performance of the Naira 
I era h otJler currencies (which 

• both ‘7e^ tO unPrecedfented levels at 
-■ b the parallel market and the bureaux 

j thehde left much to be desired. At 
chan°Ur<?dUV de change: the naira ex- 

nged for N44.58 to the pound sterling
6 Against N39.19 in the preceding
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so^°fo^'t°SIbl.e,d,K,ccks afio io grab 
Don H^erc 1 c°si-Imagine a situa- 
baa*s in .Vi«ri , four biSees<

to Die hall tr.2nIts D^asurers came
- culators Th„. electronic cal- 

ennnterparcs ’ tU°UKlti first wait r°r the“'
• Ulc‘n=>elvesV ; bld be{orc bidding 

ram- a battle fnr result of Lhis- il hC' • 
as oank chier, “. mval ofthe fittest 

c°n1n>erciaf75g'1ed tO bid highcsL 
as far as biddinn Measurer went 

only J,? nf -S36 00 to a dollar. It 
at saved the ,",cn'cnti°n of the CBN 

CBVs Director .xr°n M Rashced.
• a,d the h a f ForciSn Exchange

r^nks^en- -oub,^ submitted by the 
EBn n as .. trageous and that the 
suits. - constrained to cancel the re- 

-Mthounj) , I
dent of the v cve Akinretove. presi- / 
dyended the °c? Marl'<;t Association

- saja’ng that ts°n of bls rollcagues /nn^for^^nCry did not '°r 
"^"oal exPe??"consumption.many

^°n °f <he ban?cChOndcm^d the ac’ 
nrctoyc. -tr h’cfs. According to / 

Usurers bid for their

foreign er-i, 

TeZS°Zideb,s'^'i’f- 
ri^re -

trend , J ciow"'

"h°
eek- *hile al „

N31.25 fnUt'5 d°Har The 
h’33.22 at .J*' Farauei m^t £e at 
against.N27 3a bureaux de‘chKet and 
in the pr«M3CdN37.25 
cedented e.vrh-? reek- ThifeCti'cl.v 
buted to ,d«Pera1: mo‘i-asUDnr‘’ 
^^atlostourar^
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ts for such 
bids for its

stated that the 
economy |S .

q^ngerously hanging 
°n a precipice due 

to the seeming 
infusion that has 

tended the foreign 
^hange market-

gross distortion 
>t has generated.

generated, "tia.—o to tinker endlessly with our exchange 
rate system, we must alsofind the cour­
age for the supportive fiscal measures ” 
Nwaka advised. “A reflection of this- 
proportion is that external balance wfij 
be very difficult to achieve for as Iong 
as our banking system rates have to 
high and real interest rates will aiSQ 
have to pick up before we can reserye 
the flow of Hight capital." he submitted

Already Nwaka’s fear of the preserit 
scenario affecting the external balanCe 
of payments has started manifesting 
self. A recent report indicates that to^ 
external debts stock have worsened v 
a whopping 137.8 billion naira, wh$ 
is an increase of 25 percent in 
months. This is an outcome of the 
cent depreciation of the naira. 
though Nigeria’s debts in dollars ' 
stand at 27.56 billion dollars which U 
551.2 billion naira as at when the 
federal budget was announced, the tion now has to pay about 689 billj^' 
naira or more due to the official h 
change rate. Also, the federal gove^' 
ment would require 60 hillion naira 

to service her exter­
nal debts for this year, an increase oj 
12 billion naira over 48 billion naira 
Transitional Council projected, for exercise. Economists are theref^ts 
quick to say that the current depre^ 
tion. which represents a major dis^ 
tion in the budget will lead to an rK 
crease in the overall budget deficit 
jcctcd at 28.6 billion naira. In that 
thenaira equivalence of the nation 
external budget debt stock will 
tinue to rise in line with further de*< 
ciation of the local currency.

In the last two years, the budget ficit averaged N40 billion per anr>3^s 
and the broad definition of money s, tx ply (M2) increased by 49.2 percen/'*^ 
1992 alone. And without any appr^ 
able expansion in foreign excha^^p 
earnings, the naira has had to dej^ ' 
ciate substantially in order to mainr^^ 
a semblance of equilibrium. With aberrations, the naira exchange rat^^c* 
sponded by moving from N4 to a doj * 
at the end of 1986 to N20 to a dollaJ^' 
the end of the 1992.

And by last year, the pendulurx economic analysts indicated that th^
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clients and they are agents 
customers, since no bank t;
own use."However, Ebere Nwaka, a chartered 
accountant with Lion Bank PLC, Lagos, 
said that one incurable shortcoming of 
the Structural Adjustment Programme 
(SAP) is its inability to find an accept­
able stable exchange rate for the na­
tional currency. He stated that the eco-

____ _ method which I 
results in gradual devaluation of the I 
naira and the offer of only $80 million | 
foreign exchange for sale, fuelled the I 
speculations that the apex bank might I 
have listened to advice of the World I 
Bank, International Monetary Fund t 
(IMF) and creditor nations in adopting ‘g 
the N25 to a dollar as the exchange rate. ■ 

As expected, the naira crashed, sei B 
ling at N24.99 to a dollar with less than B 
17 banks being successful. It also B 
sparked off a bidding war among fi* B 
nance houses. Apart from not achiev- B 
ing a stable-and acceptable exchange 
rate for the naira devaluation, which 
the Structural Adjustment Programme 
set up in 1986, failed to achieve its pri­
mary aim of boosting non-oil exports 
by making them more attractive to 
foreign importers. It also failed to dis­
courage imports.

It is therefore on the basis of this that 
experts have come out openly to call 
for a total overhaul of the system- 
Olasupo Akano, of the Department of 
Economics, University of Lagos, said 
that for now it appears pointless to 
keep on depreciating the naira.“unless- 
we believe that its pricing has entered 
a zone which makss our exports un­
competitive or which makes import de-

a? ~ “rs ™ «■
Vea. larBest devaluation ation of svstem. When last month It eventually I
f'tiMW,hen with furth®r , M18 to a do'- took off. the CBN re-introduced the I
'ar -15 move<1 upwards e {a?t that Dutch Auction system which was re- I
gov.‘stookplacedesp vrM about si jectedinl992 asaresultofits- 
biH.Crnmeni had out on r“ervesinad- shortcomings in tackling the country’s I
dlti°n 'torn the nationalr cated the foreign exchange problems.

"to $3.2 billto The adoption of this method which I
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I Investigations to
I TSM show that the
| prices of basic 
household needs have 

shot beyond the 
affordable levels of 

most consumers, in 
the wake of further 
crash of the naira. I 

The affected goods I 
are household and I

edible products, I
alcoholic drinks. I

shoes and clothing I 
materials. I

J a Aiidulkadir.. Agriculture 
Secretary

As at the time 
of filing this report, a bottle of Star beer 
sold at a minimum price of N12 big 
stout iGuinessj N25. small N14. 
Legend. N10, Guider, N12. Malt 
drinks N7 and Minerals N4.

Consumers have, increasingly, found 
it difficult to make ends meet James 
Iroh. a ri master of a primary school 
in Lagos, expressed the fear of what 
consumers should expect, ih the near 
future. He said that as a result of the 
belief that when prices go up. they 
hardly come down, consumers are now 
buying in bulk, due to indiscriminate 
increase in the prices of commodities.

Not only that investigations show 
that workers in many establishments 
are now pressing on their employers 
through different tactics to drive home 
their demand for increase in pay pack­
age in form of bonus.

Most of them hold that the bonus if 
paid, should not be less than a hundred 
percent of their basic salary as opposed 
to earlier agreement of 50 percent

Even if these efforts yield their de­
sired results. TSM gathered that this 
may provide little solution to the prob­
lem on hand, because the continued 
reduction in money supply to banks 
has made traders relunctant to bring 

down the prices of their commodities.
Further investigations show that in­

crease in prices of commodities may 
not necessarily be the handiwork of 
manufacturers, but that of middlemen 
and retailers who want to cash in on 
this to better their conditions. But even

.mi oeliev- ^noes
_______ “nsum-

pressures unbearable.” Explain- 
Jhat the present development will 

£ multiplier effect on the eco- 
-^ano said that, “the federal 

si,ernment as a matter of urgency. 
hf>e<?s to come into the situation by 

I I Ung further depreciation of the 
I d‘set a rate beyond which the

^aiue of the naira cannot go."
But if this is not done, he further 

i stated, the current depreciation of the 
currency will have a terrible effect on 

economy with concomitant rise in 
: w cost of living. This implies that the 
; c°st of services will in crease, while 
I goods will attract much more than the 
. Oi*dinary man can afford. And he is right 
I °ur survey of the commodity market
I shows.

loney

as the prices remain high, demand by 
consumers continues to rise.

This view was corroborated by 
sources at P.Z. Industries PLC and Nes­
tle Foods PLC both located at Ilupeju 
Industrial Layout. Lagos. The sources 
said it is possible that traders engaged 

I in different measures to maximise their 
j profits, even to the extent of keeping

them off their display stands (hoarding 
the goods].

But traders at Balogun and Ketu mar­
kets in Lagos, said that they should not 
always be held responsible for scarcity 
and hike in market prices. They drew 
an inference from what they called “the 
realities of market forces of demand 
and supply.” stressing that for now. 
they have ready buyers for their goods 

but that the supply is inadequate. On 
what is responsible for short supply, 
the manufacturers attribute it to in­
crease in the cost of spare parts, and 
difficulties in obtaining foreign ex­
change, “The prices rise so high that 

we find it difficult to procure most of 
the spare parts." They however quickly 
added that the increase in factory 
prices are not as high as what obtains 
in the market

Olaniyi Yusuf. Marketing Director of 
Nigerian Breweries PLC had earlier 
explained that his company has no con­
trol over the price at which its products 
are sold: “We have no control over the 
price of Star at the local restaurant just 
as we do not have control over the price* of Guider at L Hotel Eko Meridiem" he 

1 said, blaming the rise in prices of their 
1 products on the ever increasing cost of 
■ production.’ The cost of other major ingredients 
’ in brewing is not left out Packaging 

cost too. he explained had increased 
owing to the devaluation of the naira 
and high interest rates charged by 
banks.

TSM research shows that since 1988 
the beer market has been on five per­
cent yearly decline leaving more and 
more unsold stock for most companies 
in the capital market. This annual de­
cline has equally engendered scepti­
cism among prospective stock buyers 
making it even more difficult for the 
privatisation exercise to work.

Brewers also recount endless tales 
of woe which they blame on the ban on 
advertising of alcohol on the electronic 
media, with no clear indication that the 
sector s capacity utilization will im­
prove from 1990’s 54 percent as the 
situation is becoming worse. The in­
dustry is now spending more in adver- , 
tising by shifting emphasis to such 
things as sponsorship of events espe­
cially sports.

In spite of harvest of profits in the 
commodity market a staff of Bata Shoes 
does not beUnr it 1. „.e

— selfish interests of

Investigations by TSM show that the 
i Prices of basic household needs have 

shot beyond the affordable levels of 
most consumers, in the wake of further 
^sh of the naira.

The affected goods are household 
mid edible products, alcoholic drinks, 
shoes and clothing materials. The 
Prices of these materials are now be- 
toeen 20 — 40 percent increase. For 
"•tance. the price ofDerica tin of pure 
rice that used to sell for N12 now sells 
^°r N16 and N20 depending on the mar- 

I while a gallon of vegetable oil for­
merly bought between N50 — N60. now 
sells between N80 — N95.

The brewing industry in Nigen 
equally facing a turbulent time as the 
Prices ofbeerand malt drinks soar out _t | 
of the reach of Mgeria’s low income ear-
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SPECIAL PROJECTS EDITOR,

2, Isijola Street, I'upeju, 
P.M.B. 21687, Ikeja, Lagos. 
Tel: 01-966324

4th Enugu 
International Trade Fair 
And Where We Fit In

The nineties may be knotty and hasty but the bottom 
line is survival. And you should.
Your zesty magazine ISM has designed a survival kit for 
you. You just can't miss out this time.

TO resist the squeeze and avoid the red of operations 
business must adopt aggressive marketing, public rela­
tions strategies etcetera.

You already know that the 4th Enugu International Trade 
Fair is in the offing. TSM is not only covering it but offers 
tips on how to keep aflout and smile to the banks.
So, send us company profiles, products and service briefs, 
and adverts.
This special Trade Fair Edition, hits the streets on Sunday, 
March 28 1993. Reach us ahead of time.

---------------- ^u.g on Impor­tation of consumer goods. Rather, gov­
ernment should reduce duties on Im­
ported spare parts, used in the produc­

tion of consumergoods.lincrease allo­
cation to agriculture, as well as encour­
age local sourcing of availableraw mat­
erials as tills will not only ensure stable 
market for products, but will also 
strengthen indigenous manufacturers 
n the spirit of SAP.

sgsBp 
sumer’s choice in the varieties usu- ures so as to red °n -ef mFas‘ 
made available to them, and these prod- JonX I1T ereedyd blit foj

ucts arc always designed for all '°"g ”>11 government continue to 
categories of society. Theoption. there- ™ ™',ef measures? The solution, ac 
fore, is for the consumer to find his ™lnS t0 industry analysis.does not 

own level and taste.
Ironically, while foreign exchange 

rate soars and prices of goods jump 
high, sectoral allocation to agncul-

I turc records dismal growth.
For example, the overall credit alloca­

tion to the agricultural sector in the 1st 
quarter of 1992 declined by 21 percent 
Official statistics from the Central

Bank of Nigeria stated that about 
N12.414 million was granted to 3.282 
farmers in September last year as 
against N 15.659 million in the month 
<»f August and which was to. 5246 farm­
ers. The amount granted in September, 
however shows a slight increase of 
about 3.1 percent over the correspond­
ing period in 1991. Of this amount, the ( 
food crop sub sector received about 
60.7 percent or N10.016 million for j 
2951 farmers. The live-stock subsec- | 
tor got N 1.042 million or 8.4 percent I 
which was benefitted by 214 farmers. I 
The amount to cash crop subsector I 
was N0..304 million or 2.4 percent, in- I volving 66 farmers while the remaining I 
amount of N 1.053 million was granted I to 51 farmers in other subsectors. I

The CBN also said that Katsina State I 
received the largest amount of N2.221 I 
million or 17.9 percent, distributed to I 
400 farmers. Bauchi State got N1.324 I 
million or 10.7 percent. Yobe State re- I 
ceived N 1.238 million or 10 percent for 1 
372 farmers. Anambra. Delta, Edo, 1 
Jigawa and Og»«n did not receive any 1 
loan under the scheme.

Some agriculturists have expressed 
fear that the relatively good perfor­
mance of these sectors may likely de­
cline further this year. They hinged 
their argument on the provisions of

I this year’s budget which removed gov- I 
ernment participation in the procure- I 
ment and distribution of fertilizer I 
nationwide. While announcing this I 
year’s budget. Ernest Shonckan, I 
Transitional Council Chairman said 
that Federal Government plans to "dis­
engage completely from the procure­
ment and distribution of fertilizers." 
believing that complete deregulation of 
the business is not likely to have any 
grievous effects on the small-scale 
farm holding units which remain the 
centre piece of Nigeria’s agricultural [ 
policy. But present realities have more I 
or less punctured this belief.
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...It is the plague of com­
mercialisation and the 
idents are crying out.

HIS 
has remained with the sc v o, 
but nobody would have believed the 
speed at which it is now eating up the 
Dolphin Upper Medium Housing 
Scheme, in Ikoyi. Lagos State. The es ­
tate being the property of the 
Lagos State Development and Property Cor­
poration (LSDPC) has now been invaded 
by corporate bodies, most of them fi­
nance houses. This naturally has at­
tracted its vice by way of invasion by 
numerous visitors, who now throng the 
estate in search of businesses.

It has continued to bother the resi­
dents. greatly. Though, whilst some are 
bearing their grief in silence others 
have retused to do so. lying low. Four 
of them, led by Hirat Balogun, a house­
wife and in fact, a former Attorney-Gen­
eral of Lagos State have dragged, the 
LSDPC and nineteen others including 
Babatunde St Mathew-Daniel, his wife. 
FCA Ogbe. E.O. Solarin. S.O. 
Oyiefesobi. P. Alabi. all doctors. N. Edu 
and J.S. Abu. to a Lagos High Court. —

Their grouses are many, but it bor- . U==
ders on a single truth as they alleged 
in their statement of claim tha -*■

Page 3b

times under the guise of being employ­
ees or clients or customers of com­
panies or business houses operating 
in the estate.”

In addition, the plaintiffs alleged that 
the failure of LSDPC to enforce the re­
sidential user-only covenant, have 
made them to suffer damages due to 
the noise and disturbance occasioned 
"thereby the plaintiffs use and enjoy­
ment of their property havebeen seri­
ously disturbed."

Also they claimed in particular that 
the number of vehicles that throng the 

estate make it no^lpngcr possible for 
their children to "play safely or ride 
their bikes on most streets or visit 
friends and that the large number of 
offices and business houses have at-

in their statement of claim “*-* 
Dolphin estate was leased to the re 
dents for residential purposes oniy- 

1 They are. therefore, at a loss how. 
; defendants disregarded the resi 
. user-only covenant and sublet th 
' wings of duplexes to and or alloueo 
, to be used by various corporate 
; for their businesses and other 

mercial purposes. the
TSM gathered that in 1 

LSDPC. by newspaper advertisermen^ 
and brochures “advertised tn 
struction and sale of 412 numJJto656 
dential duplexes (later increased 
number) in Dolphin estate.” Eacn 
of the duplex consists of ^^^te 
rooms, three bath rooms and sePer 
parking area. °t in a
facilities, the duplex which is fivc 
plot of five hundred and 10 - of 
square metres, has a large g ,-----
nine metres by seven metres 
There is also a provision of —- 
space in the back for boys quart 
kitchen terraces.

nt

Dolphin Estate under siege 
to is that, the 

What all these pom minodation 
Dolpiri estate is not .jy where the
for just anybody espe . to' pay a man- 
residents were Q0 naira after a
datory deposit of 1 -'..950 naira when
non-refundable fee 0 * ~he houses. It 
they were applying K' h of thosewas further gathered th« residents
wings of duplexes „bbourhood of 
an amount in the & 
470.000 naira. three other

--------6. Hairat Balogun aw 
society for long plaintiffs amongst houses as of-
re believed the ing that “the use o commercial 

flees. businesses a ven serious 
centres ”ow™"5' Do!phin estate as 
security problem persons of
very many people includ ^stionabIc 
dubious character statc at all
motives now swarm

£sTn front |
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tractcd and continued to attract a 
horde of hangers-on. such as "Moluc, 
“Danfo" buses, "Kabu Kabu," and 
numerous roadside canteen and haw­
kers, "thus depriving the estate of the 
peaceful, serene and quiet atmosphere 
of a residential estate of that nature."

—458 Corporalion driue
— / 768 Corporation driue
— 182A Corporation driue 
—144 A8 BASSO. Roac 
—292A, Badagry St 
—292A Badagry SL 
—948, Island Way. 
—83A 8 B, Badagry St 
—226A,EliosaSt 
—49A 8 B, Corp, driue 
—272A, Corp, driue
—186A, Corp, driue 
-2IOA8B,lsaleEkoWay
— 100A, Corp, driue
— 100A. Corp, driue 
—181B,/sale Eko Way 
—House 179B. 
—House 132A
—House 55A
—House 190A 

. — House 119A 
—House 180B
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corporatt 

fyer unless there 
that rio allottee 
dvention of the notwithstanding the 

tion of the crisis may 
__ ting unless of course, the 

very stern on the issue.
question however on most lips 

was why the authorities have not taken 
steps to provide certain basic 
amenities, such as schools, supermar­
kets and health clinics in the area for 
use by the residents.

comamercial invader®
Amede Finance Inueslment (Hig.) Lid 
Creatiue Finance Lid
First Aid Finance 8 Inueslment Co Ltd 
International  Standard Securities Ltd 
Ventures Finance 8 Procurements Ltd 
Geo Bureau De Change 
Equilorial Trust Bank Ltd 
Population  Acliuilies Fund Agency 
National Drug Law EnforcementAgency 
Techniques Engineering Architectural Marketing 
Credit Bond Inuestments Ltd
QllfilititQ'””1—'-

At the end, the plaintiffs then asked 
the court for an injunction to restrain 
the defendants, their servants, agents, 
tenants or privies, from carrying on or 
permitting to be carried on in theirvari- 
ous houses, businesses and commer­
cial activities as is the present case; an 
order compelling tilc LSDPC to take all 
necessary and adequate steps to en­
force the allottees'compliance with the 
conditions of allocation of the said 
houses; and general damages to the 
tune of two million naira.

The defendants and some of the ten­
ants spoken to refused to comment 
on the issue claiming that since the* 
matter has been referred to the court, 
they will rather wait until the court de-

•= HOn>Of Ole stiP“laUoi

M^GmupLld eUd

Primary School Ud
TV Broadcasting Company

TSM gathered furthc. mat me case o 
Adeniran Ogunsanya and Bode 
Thomas in Surulere is particularly 
pathetic and shows how government’s 
good intentions are flouted and ther 
♦aken for granted. Those areas were re 
sidential houses built for civil servants 
in the seventies. When commercial ac­
tivities started creeping in, the resi 
dents cried foul but at the long run 
they gave up. In fact, it is now the vogue 
to lease or sell the houses outrightly 
to *‘”z;ness ventures.

Consequently, most of the houses 
have been destroyed and rebuilt by the 
new owners to reflect their corporate 

According to the lawye- —' 
is a clause that says tht. <u ., S shall sublet, the contravention res.dent.al pur-
said clause 10 noth””'** . , .. practical resolution of theasked for anonymity g unl,

in the general .mphcat.on of the court js 
Hear him: It is really sad that The 

...gvuans no matter their class do not abide by laws unless it favours their 
hidden motives. When an estate is pro­
vided for residential purposes only, the 
authorities, know why they did so. and

Some ©ff

. cides. ft was the same story at the of- using it otherwise is bound to creat 
flees of LSDPC along Town Planning sociological, health and other prdl ' way llupeju but an officer revealed that lems."

the corporation had warned the allot- "But then, this is not the first time 
tees on several occasions about the This scourge has been with us. Lool 
breach of conditions of allottmcnt to at Victoria Island and Allen Avenue 
n0 avail. Ikeja." he continued "Thev were origi

“The truth of the matter is that the nally planned as residential areas onb
allottees are mostly society figures and but what is happening in these area: 
it is a pity that most of them take laws now.” ?
into their hands." he said "And that is TSM gathered further that the 
bow thev take us to court at anytime Adeniran Ogunsany- how tney umc j Thomas in Surulere
depending on which side they are, on pathetic and shows 1 
any given issue. We w. we o . good intentions are 
assistance of the court in this particu- ?akcn --------
'a The warning, the LSDPC official men­

tioned may not be unconnected with 
several newspaper advertisements 
especially the one in Thc Guardian of 
June 29, 1992 which the plaintiffs re­
ferred to in their claim. to busim

In that advertisement titled: Illegal c„„„.
conversion of houses at the Dolphin 
Housing Estate. Ikoyi into office" the 
LSDPC stated clearly that it is a viola-

— tion of thc stipulation i” - -■
the letter of allocation given to each 
allottee which states that “the house 
should be used for residential pur­
poses only.’

A lawyer who 
spoke on the 
matter. 1 

Nigerians
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went (FOTE), i 
launched to rid the 
of oily wastes.
By Ademola Adedoyin

>ra.ge facility: A source of enuiron mental pollution.

tion who stood in for the president Oli 
Maduka. an engineer. FOTE. “con 
corned about the visible pollution of 
our land, air and water resources bv 
waste used oil. and the danger posed 
to public health and welfare." decided 
to address the issue through a multi 
pronged approach.

These include updating information 
on types and quantities of oily wastes 
and their sources in Nigeria, carrying 
out inventory of laws, regulations or ad 
ministrative directives related to waste 
oil collection and disposal and con­
ducting a public education programme 
to inform the public of the needs for

sludges, bitumen, slops and sedi­
ments. according to FOTE. constitute 
the greater part of these oily wastes. 
-Cd- Ubani, an engineer with Nations 
0*1 PLC sheds more light on this. Said 
he: "Waste oil means any semi liquid 
or liquid used product consisting to­
tally or partially of mineral oil or syn­
thesised hydrocarbons (synthetic oils I. 
oily residues from tanks, oil-water mix­
tures and emulsions." And according 
to Evans Ainayi doctor and boss of the 
Federal Environmental Protection 
Agency. (FEPA) "most used oils -

h young organisation, 
friends of the Environ­
ment (FOTE), is formally 
launched to rid the society

in Nigeria. It was this very ambit! 
programme code named Environ °Us 
tai Protection Programme that Fn'r” 
called a select audience of pollutin FE 
free environment enthusiasts to r ~~ 
mally adopt at the Federal Palace Hot ? 
Lagos last Monday. It was also an or 
sion to formally launch FOTE. CCa 

According to Jerry Nwankwo a d 
tor and vice-president of the ori>a„,Ot

5? mission,
Of collecting adOd°“ * order 

°th. ° preserve the e
n»nf.'bo'esLhf action includ^iSi’’p 
rican’fofcoii 'bI‘shment and 1 -j jU 
anU oth'bblers110" facili,ies 
otilir U,er .A8- roadside ri’ 
‘Ubr?alion or ners- encouraged o> 
ano ants in d,sPosal of colle<-

Sse”1"'..an."" o,1Vlr Clcty where altitu LL,ctod w- Lonn>ent has not 
«r?Ue°foilv Inuch enthusias

yOu Y their names
yUu ' lu" know them. From their name 
CaUSp°-Jlcl tel1 0131 theirs is a worthy 
ronm ’ They are the friends of die envi- 
io ent- And that is their name. FOTE 
inipSrH>rL Their mission is to see to the 
Nige?Verncnt and preservation of the 
ronn an human and ecological envi- 
^age?nL Specifically, they intend to 
diSpo r.elentless war against improper 

And n °f oily wastes and spent oils.
Ule 11131 >s some tall ambition, given 
issUeO"lewhat carefree attitude to the 

a safe and sound environment
_____ _____________

magazine, march m, iw
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5.3 million barr<

____J

Page 40

;.___________
pollution unlimited

’3 of 
envi 

serious 
-•—« an

___

would have to show enough interest 
and encourage the NGOs.

FEPA showed that it has seen the 
issue of wastes from the petroleum in­
dustry as a threat to a safe environment 
when in February 1992. in conjuction 
with the Federal Ministry of Pet­
roleum Resources, it organised the 7th 
Bienrial International Conference on 
the Petroleum Industry and the Nige­
rian Environment. At the conference. 
FEPA introduced the draft document 
titled "National Guidelines and stan­
dards for Wastes Management in the Oil

Waste Management in the oil and Gas 
Industry and it is my hope that FEPA 
Guidelines and standards for waste 
management in the Nigeria Oil Industry 
will be released in 1993."

It is also this 1993 that FOTE plans 
to go into action. And there are three 
areas which FOTE intends to focus im­
mediately. One is the public campaigns 
to create the awareness in the vehicle 
owner. generator owner. motor 
mechanic and Nigerians generally that 
spent oil should not be disposed of in­
discriminately.

FOTE will also concentrate effort on 
convincing government to -evive the 
mechanic village project and pursue it 

•with more determination. This.

and Gas Sector in Nigeria." for public 
assessment

The FEPA conference recommended
the establishment of National

Guideline and standards for effective 
waste Management practices in the pet­
roleum industry’ which should include 
provisions for collection, storage, 
treatment and recycling of waste oils: 
and the vigorous pursuit of environ­
mental awareness and education bv 
government, industry and non gov­
ernmental organisations.

Said Aina: "My agency is now in the 
nrocess of completing the Draft Na­
tional Guidelines and Standards for

Nwankwo told ISM. is to ensure cen- 
tralised collection system. The organ* 
sation also plans to build collection 
centres where waste oils can be dis 
posed of.

But this may be a herculean tasK- 
And this because "There are no posi­
tive inducements for the holder of the 
used oil to arrange for proper disposal 
and the collection of such quantitie- 
from widely dispersed and unpredicta 
ble locations is uneconomical in nor

the SUNDAY MAGAZINE. MARCH 14.

tain heavy metals and organic com­
pounds which are toxic and may be car- 
cinogeric." (i.e cancer causing}.

The problem of environmental pollu­
tion resulting from oily wastes is sen- , 
ous because efforts have not even 
begun to tackle it Roadside mechanics 
and service stations dump used oil re­
covered from vehicles on the environ­
ment as a routine. There is neither any 
collection nor disposal system for used 
oil. In fact, as at now. "collection of 
u’aste oil is not yet obligatory in 
Nigeria, in the words of Ubani. And 
that is why "annually, about 20 million 
gallons of crank case oil and other po­
tentially recyclable oils are released, 
according to Aina, "into the Nigerian 
environment from mechanic work­
shops. pow er stations and commercial 
houses. "

In application of lubricants, some of 
the products are out rightly consumed in 
service. The proportion consumed 
varies with the type of product and ser- 

i vice involved. It can vary from 80 per­
cent of the new oil. as in the case of 
turbine or transmission oils, to zero in 
the case of lubricants’ used as two 
strokes oils or process oils. Between 
1988 and 1992. Nigeria's lubricants 
consumption stood at 1.108.395.000 
litres. In 1992. Nigeria consumed 7.6 

billion litres of petroleum products.
"One percent of this volume, said 

Ubani." represents approximately the 
volume of lubricants which is not com­
pletely consumed or converted during 
use ami this represents a potentia 
pollution problem after use.The total lubricant consumed in 
Nigena is put at 5.3 million barrels. And 
out of this quantity." Ubani noted 

again "equivalent of about 4.6 million 
barrels of uncollected waste will re-pre 
sent a potential pollution threat an 
loss of both recyclable and energy re­

sources."To the environmentalists.a situa 
where well over 4 million barrels 
waste oils are released into the t- 
ronment annually calls for a concern. Apart from constituting 
eye-sore, oil wastes contaminates s 
lace and underground water, it a so p 
vents the growth of flora and soil ta •• 
h is all for these reasons that F 
feels strongly that now is the ti 
a concrete action to be taken.

But despite the fact that oil m 
ers and consumers generally a 
been compelled by any enactme 
collect these wastes. FEPA has $ v- 
'vork along that direction* V’" * 

emmental organisations.FOTE are expected to can^.°u £are. 
rammes of action that will
^L°n ±*n this war bodies and the citizenry in nt;es 

I against waste oil. But the auth
—----
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mal market term i.e the cost of collec­
tion outweighs their commercial 
value." said Ubani.

He however opined that: "the en­
vironmental threat wnich they repre­
sent can only be eliminated by a co-or- 
dinated comprehensive collection sys­
tem in which the collectors are obliged 
to accept all waste oils regardless of 
quantity, quality or location."

For Nigeria. Ubani advocates state 
collection system. The system which 
is practised in Germany will use fund 
raised by a levy on lubricants sales to 
support the collection and disposal of 
used oil. "For example. Ubani said, “if 
ten kobo levy is imposed per litre on 
lubricant sold/consumed in the coun­
try. the sum of approximately N30 mil­
lion would be realised from the esti­
mated 300 million litres of lubricant 
sold each year. This amount, in Ubani’s 
view, could be used to purchase main­
tain collection vehicles and pay staff 
(salaries.

The local authorities, the national oil 
engineer suggests further, would be 
made to provide facilities at strategic 
locations for the collection'deposition 
of waste engine oil.

In case the government is not willing 
to impose 10 k litre tax. Ubani said the 
responsibility of waste oil disposal

could be made to rest squarely on the 
shoulders of the Petroleum Industry it­
self. He said further that it may be 
necessary to ask retail consumers to 
return used automotive crank case oil 
by marketing new oil in combination 
with a container for the return of the 
used oil.

On the disposal of the waste oils, 
Ubani suggested burning as fuel in 
solid waste incinerators, control burn­
ing as fuel for industrial boilers and 
cement manufacturers and blending 
into fuel oils ’ "depending on the use 
which has been made of the original 
product, (as) waste oil (may) contain 
different types and concentrations of 
contaminants."

These indeed are daunting tasks. 
And any organisation that decides to 
face such tasks would know that these 
are not problems taht could be solved 
all alone. For an issue like this which 
goes beyond a local problem. FOTE 
would need the support of everybody 
iwithin and outside Nigeria to make a 
success of its self-imposed assign­
ment And that exactly was Aina's 
word of advice to the young organisa­
tion. "You are (also) aware that environ­
mental problems transcend national 
boundaries. It is therefore essential 
that your organisation snould work 
hand in hand with both government

and non-governmental bodies and also 
maintain links with other NGOs at sub­
regional and international levels.

"This, Aina said further," will enable 
you to strengthen your capacity and 
technical competence on environmen­
tal and related technological issues: as 
sure access to the global pool of knowl­
edge and information as well as facili­
tate the sharing of experiences and 
skills."

This very much FOTE has realised. 
Since it was formed on 18th December 
1991, it has sought both local and inter­
national attention. Three members of 
the organisation attended the Earth 
Summit in Rio De Janerio. Brazil last 
June. At present FOTE is an affill»ate 
and Nigerian focal point for EARTH­
ACTION INTERNATIONAL — a Global 
citizen lobbying network.

FOTE, a non-political. non-profit and 
non-governmental organisation cur­
rently has about 30 high flying profes­
sionals as members. To carry out its 
programme of activities for the 1993 94 
period, about N4.5m is needed. At the 
formal launching of the association 
last Monday, individuals, oil com­
panies and other corporate entities 
identified with the association’s aspi­
rations by donating generously to its 
purse. But the association can make 
do with more of such generous dona­
tions. It is a worthy cause you should 
identify with. You will be saving our en­
vironment if you did.

Comsumer to pay more 
for electricity ezten- 

sion
Henceforth any corporate body, indus­
trial lay out or community that intends to ex­
tend its electricity supply beyond u)hat HEP 
Pic put in place should be prepared to pay 
more. This is because HEP Pic has reviewed 
regulations guiding distributing networks

Consumers have henceforth been prohi­
bited from direct purchasing of electrical mat­
erials such as polls, cables etc required for 
electricity connection and extehtion projects.

According to lhenew regulation which is 
designed to boost trhe revenue base of the 
commercialised outfit. those who require elec­
tricity extention are to pay directly in to the 
coffer to HEP Pic amount covering the total 
cost of the service which 'shall be calculated 
using prevailing contract rates or cost based 
on approved adjudicated tender price. ‘

Furthermore, the consumer will also pay to 
the purse of tghe company 10 percent of the 
cost of materials to be purchased as 'labour 
cost.' Seven and half percenty of total cost is 
also to be paid to HEP Pic as ‘headquarters 
charge,' to cover the cost of processing relev­
ant contract papers and two and half percent 
as transport charge and some percentage as 
'on cost charge.'

Aina... Tireless effort to ensure safe enui ronmenl



AF

quag-

By Joseph (Jmunegbu

Fige 42
%- 

Ml

^gggr, _ —
The tragedy of transition

it was thought that the end of com­
munism would also bring about the end 
of western support for bandit guerilla 
movements who were ensuring that 
their countries knew no peace since 
independence.

Though other more meaningful guer- 
rila movements continued to flourish, 
it is doubtful that these could serve as 
•i midwife to a new social order in the 
continent The guerrilla movements 
may at the end of the day become mere 
tools for replacing sit tight dictators, 
without actually solving or addressing 

socio economic problems of its 
various countries. In any case, it is bet­
ter to avoid being caught up in 
mire of war and destruction.

What is presently happening to Af­
rica can be compared to the effects of 
a world war. The inter-tribal conflicts 
apart, environmental upheaval acute

, Africa's
111,1 Iti-party democracy 
hit full gear in 1990. After 
nearly three years, it ap­
pears her transition train 
is derailing.

as pr°«stscracies Motorships and corrup- 
tigbt ^ler5'seen as the yearnings 
tion- It wa® ,_ation of the citizens
. r wider »hev would be 8OV’
° directing iea- era took off.

ed_ But whuo eupboria was not 
!t was a long 't
going to »htne deligbt over the tall of 
of direction^ w peter out as new 

wars.
and the M leaders helped blow up 
many Afr>M ion5. While the transi 
national government was
tion to demo rica.wars and con-
sweeping acr° ^e increase Liberia, 
flicts were ^““d Vganda were on the 
Chad. R»3"%ozamb;que and Angola, 
boil. And m ■transition to

democracy

■■"=== [SCE thc 

clamour by African nationalists for in­
dependence from colonial rule took 
place. 1990 marked, the beginning of a 
second wind of change.’ It occurred be­
cause of the poor show ing of Africa s 
thirty odd years of post independence 
period, which was largely heralded by 
single party dictatorships and military 
rule.

But by 1990 many dictatorships w ere 
being toppled or threatened — follow - 
ing the collapse of the Soviet bloc — *n 
favour of the western style multiparty 
democracies. It was tagged the- second 
wind of change, blowing across the Af­
rican continent Benin. Gabon. Ivory 
Coast. Mozambique. Chad. Cameroon. 
Congo and Angola were among the 
countries caught by the new develop­
ments. And at the end of 1990. Zambia- 
Guinea and even Somalia, under Siad 
Barre introduced laws to allow general 
elections in early 1991. Virtually al 
over the continent. 1990 was marked 
by a greater tendency towards denioc 
ratic reforms.

The agitation for multiparty democ
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is the answer. Every state should be 
encouraged to evolve a system which 
would suit its own peculiar case.

Looking at some-specific cases, why is

not working, despite UN participation?

0

he was ruthlessly killed. Mobutu Sese 
Seko stepped in and served western in­
terests. He presided over one of the 
world's most corrupt states. Kwame 
Nkrumah did a fair share of reawaken­
ing Africa’s political consciousness 
throughout the late 1950's and early 
1960’s. In 1958, Nkrumah wanted to 
prepare the agenda for the liberation of 
Africa from neo-colonial rule. This did 
not serve the interest of the West And 
he was kicked out of power by the milit­
ary boot Namibia in April 1990 was at 
last given independence. Sam Nujoma 
became Namibia’s first president^aftcr 
winning a free and fair multiparty elec­
tions. Namibia's independence would 
not have seen the light of day, but for 
the efforts of the Angolan government 
and Cuban troops who defeated South 
Africa in the famous Cuene Cavale bat­
tle in 1988, which paved the way for the 
West to reluctantly barter Namibia’s in 
dependence for the removal of Cuban 
troops from Angola. Jean Bedel 
Bokassa of the Central African Repub­
lic. was also the West’s man. He seri­
ously dealt with his country’s intel 
lectuals — who arc a major taproot for 
developing democratic cultures. And 
the list goes on.

Africa is however, pushing ahead 
with her transition to multiparty demo 
cracy. Ghana and Angola held presi­
dential polls last year, while Kenya and 
Senegal recent I v completed their own 
elections. The general trend in these 
four countries were that incumbent 
leaders have remained in power, to the 
annoyance of oppositional forces. The 
elections were thus tainted by pockets 
of violence and accusations of electoral 
hand In the ease of Angola, the presi­
dential elections resulted in the re states have diversed historical ex­
sumption of the civil war. Certainly, periences. there is no system we can say

The UN is essentially controlled by 
the US. And any interest not tallying 
with US interests, may not see the light 
of day within the UN forum. Resulting 
from this is the situation whereby 
when a party knows it has an external 
support (in this case the Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola; UNITA, 
rebel force) they discard constitutional 
frameworks. Whether inside or outside 
the UN body, the US is part of the Ango­
lan problem. America seems to consider 
her interests more paramount than 
anything else, even when it hurts the 
people concerned. The US will pretend 
that they are working in the interest of 

. the people while policies are being 
geared towards their national interests 
which could be economic, military or

famine and the political and economic 
crises, already mentioned seem to but­
tress the tragedy of Africa’s transition 

to multiparty democracy.But the West has contributed to the 
tragedy of Africa. In some cases they 
have preferred bad rulers to the prog­
ressive ones who could have assisted 
in bringing Africa out of the woods. 

Radical African leaders were seen as 
tottering towards communism. With 
the disintegration of the Soviet Union, 
the West is yet to end crises in Africa. 
which were showcases for cold war 
rivalry between the superpowers. It 
gives the impression that more was at 
stake for the West, rather than simply 

containing communism.
Zaire's Mobutu, bandit guerrilla 

movements in Mozambique and Angola 
and the notorious apartheid regime 
were all sustained by the west — to con­
tain communism. Zaire was prevented 
embracing Patrice Lumumba, a highly 

leader who held the prog- 
people at heart. Lumumba 

r< liised (<> play bail with the West. So

cracy in tunc with our traditional set 
up. It is an imposition, and we will not 
make headway or implement democ­
racy as our aspiration, have guided. 
That is the problem.

If Africa cannot embrace democracy, 
which political framework should she 
adopt?

Africa should make a decision on 
whether it wants to follow the western 
political framework. If so, we must be 
prepared to play the game according 
to the rules. However, because African 
states have diversed historical

these mistrusts will not usher in a 
stable climate for multiparty rule.

Against these developments 
sought out Segun Odesola. a University 
of Lagos, political science lecturer, the transition to democratic rule in Angola 
who has been receiving media atten- r"* mi
lion recently,concerning the on-going 
transition programme. Odesola was 
asked to assess Africa’s transition to 1 
democratic rule and its prospects: 1

Why is the transition to democratic rule < 
in Africa suffering from multifaceted prob- I 
lems?

Because democracy as it is concep 
tualised. is strange to Africa. We have 
different cultural backgrounds and dif­
ferent circumstances to that of the 
West, so necessarily there must be dif­
ferences in democracy. That is why 
we have a major misunderstanding of 
what democracy entails. We want to 
play the game without following the 
rules.

Do you think Africa can evolve a democ • 
ratic system based on western principles?

It is not our system, neither is demo-
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WORLDSCOPE:

Terrorists Bomb hits 
New York

ITALY
Corruption brings Italy's 

economy to its knees
AsEniES •--- - ----a- rtua .

The MNSD mill nou> slug it out urith 0^ 
Mahsmane of the 'Social DemoratK 

Convention (CDS), the larges: opposition 
pang. Mahamane polled 28 percent, while s« 
other candidates trailed far behind the top tU!O 
candidates.

Polling was quiet Jn the country 's first mi* 
tipany presidential elections, since indepcr 
de-ice from France £7 years ago. although re­
ports of irregularities "were lodged in some 
towns. and the Tuaregs in the North were op­
posing the whole election procedure.

Compiled by Joseph Umurtegbu

: ..as be , .vd that sc' sc" "j• - -
the communists After the collapse o ,JZ€

• • . • ■■ - - - ;• 

against the politicians. Italians 
mehsed by the scandals, which reveaie 
politicians received bnbes in rebum 
fat contracts, leading to expensive u 
elephant projects which has crippled the 
norr.y of the country.

. otherwise.
t tn relation to Zaire, the transition to mul- 
| tiparty democracy did not take off at all.

What is tiie problem here?
The West’s treatment of individual 

African states is full of double stan­
dards. First they will pretend to have 
no special interests at stake. While 
propping up a leader to serve their

• needs. If such a person is no longer 
useful to the West, he would be dumped 
for something else. The US kept

• Mobutu for sometime as a friend of the 
West

How would you perceive Nigeria’s final 
lap in the transition programme to democ- 

; ratic rule?
; Power is not something you give will in- 
; gly People must struggle to have
• power. And it is within these struggles

I________________

bullet proof car was 
destroyed in the bomb blast.

A BOMB blast, last weekend. rocked the 
Wc'ld Trade Centre complex in Hew York. u - 
ling at least five people and injuring 800 more, 
at the time of the report

The bomb was planted at the bottom 
110 storey building, blowing holes through 
the six basement loors. In the ensueing 
mayhem. up to 100.000 people struggled 
through smoke and darkness. down the tw.n 
tower building's flights of stairs to reach safety 
Mhile others made their way to the rooftop- 
awaiting a rescue helicopter. Il was be-te.y 
that a large number of people could be bu- ie 
at the bottom of the second tallest budding in 
the world.

that Nigeria's forthcoming presidential 
elections, must be looked at The 
Ncnhemers do not want to give power
willingly. If power benefits you it is not 
easy to relinquish. The South must 
make articulated efforts to wrest power 
from the North. In this case, if the pres­
idency* does not come to the South in 
the next presidential elections, then 
there must be a constitutional confer­
ence to reconsider the structure of our 
federation. Otherwise, there should be 
a rotational presidency.

The military is also part of the prob­
lem. The present military administra­
tion gave people various reasons to 
doubt their intentions, and it has been 
suggested that they have remained as 
part of the transition programme So. 1

would only appeal to the military* to en­
sure that August 27. 1993 is realistic

What are the prospects for Africa's trans­
ition to multiparty democracy?

In the first place, politics cannot be 
divorced from economics. Africa s 
economic crisis may likely destabilise 
the polity. Since most of the economies 
of .African countries are manipulated by 
external forces, whoever pays the piper, 
dictates the tune. As long as we rely on 
receiving foreign aid. we will remain in- 
depted to the West and always look up 
to them for assistance. The fate of Af­
rica's democracy* will remain with the 
Europeans, unless we can become self 
reliant If Africa ran control her 
economies she will be able to control 

her politics.

eanu'hile. nine different groups claimed 
■ ^pcnsibility for the terrorist attack, including 
aueged Serbian and Croatian militant groups 
since negotiations on the CLN sponsored peace 
, ,CT were to begin last Monday, 
inth l U;'JyS ^Ore attack. Police sources 
c c claimed that the Serbian Liberation

.seemed to be the group that has the 
/^^r‘^*ndent knowledge of where the 

uas planted.attack on the World Trade Centre was 
' jCocatwe because the US President Bill 

a proof car in the building.
when visiting New York. The 

■^ent is guarded by the US Secret Service 
3n °^lce in the complex. Most of their 

es were destroyed, including the Presi-
proof car.•he terrorists attack on the World Trade 

.. !rS u,as first of its kind in New York,
j . Uears- the worst of which, occurred in 

*. jg^o when 40 people were killed
^ornb blast gutted Broad and Wall

NIGER:
Ruling party leads Niger ® 

presidential polls
r^/'GER S former ruling party s 
may likely win the country 's first frcep'&,,“ 
tial elections, held last weekend, aithiug 
final results show that voting would go * 

■un off between the top candidates. 
Mamadou Tandja of the National Movemen 
r a Democratic Society (MNSD) leading 
e election by 34 percent of the Iot3f JSS 
tst so far. as al time of the report
the former party of ex-president Ali-Saibou- 

■ who was prevented from taking part in 
I elections by a national pro-democracy conic 
1 ence in 1001

damaged the count-y s once res. ..ent eco­
nomy and its ability to functor.. - the modem 
world. Amidst the * q~ic: revolution' agamst 
corrupt politicians, 'taly's Prime Minister 
Giuliano Amato, is trying to g^pple the 
economic crisis and tide the country over until 
parliament can produce electoral and con­
stitutional reforms to enable a healthy alterna­
tion ofgovemmenb
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SOS 
Young working lady in 
landlord distress needs 

apartment urgently. 
Please help. Call Pat. 
(01)525071. Thanks.

The Tenant's Blues
Must you wait this long to be thrown out like a fish lying prostrate on sand?

The reason for the treatment you got is simple. You were living in a house not a horn? a home that is all yours. We know that times are hard. But we're profess’onallv' 

committed to giving you the lifeline to hold on to when all hope is lost With N15m as 
our capital base; we'll help you realise that hope should never be lost. And if efficiency and innovativeness mean anything to you, then you must be talking to us now. '

The sooner you visit us, the sooner you can give your landlord a quit notice ton 
We make the landlord-tenant war less of a fight.
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...It is the sport that took 
Nigeria to the pinnacle of 
world sporting excellence. 
Now boxing is at its low­
est ebb. Why?
By Isodi Dike

page 46
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TTf^-2^ ICK Ihetu 
Tiger must be shivering in his grave 
now. And the way it looks, his ordeal 
is not likely to end in the near future. 
Unless of course, something drastic is 
done to alleviate his suffering, and en­
sure. that his obnes are given due re­
spect and allowed to rest in perfect 
peace.

WANTED :r aw <1

Tiger was a man who lived, fought and 
won laurels for Nigeria. This culmi­
nated in his world middleweight boxing 
crown which he gallantly
wrested from Gene Fulmer at the 
Liberty Stadium, Ibadan. And they 
were many such gallant fellows, who 
ensured that Nigeria’s name was writ­
ten in gold in the world wherever the 
punchfest was mentioned.

Before Tiger was the forerunner, 
Hogan "Kid” Bassey who brought the 
first world title to the country in 1957 when 
nc won the featherweight belt in Eng­
land. At the 1964 Tokyo Olympics. 
N’ojeem Maiyegun brought the first ever 
medal at that level — a bronze. He was 
followed by Isaac Ikhuoria. with

 from the Nigerian. Because of 
c3n °n assist3”00 Ghanaian
their °r0 cvcntually go home with 
boxer Sdollar® only. He has paid his 
about JU authorities who bv then 
dues '“.Achieved their policy aim. 
maj ha\ these shady set-ups iron- 

Bchm ^ornC Nigerians. They have icaHy. arc poor sUte bQX.
^Nigeria that now they do not 
" to get the real champions. All 

do is go to Ojuelegba or any such 
Sace gather a few touts, dub them Nige 
rian national champions and off they 
are to Ghana. Togo or Benin Republic 
as the case may be.

The consequences arc sordid. The 
boys arc beaten silly, their alleged title* 
are snatched from them and at the end 
they would have been used to beef up 
the curriculum vitae of the foreign 
boxer, who may be. is being prepared

Olympics: Davidson Andeh. the World 
Amateur King. Bash Ali former junior 
World Cruiser Weight champion, Godwin 
Anyaneme. world super middle-weight ex­
champion and only recently Hunter 
Clay. World middle-weight champion 
besides three Olympic silver medals.

It is in fact a glorious profile for box­
ing as a sport in Nigeria. The esteem, 
and management of the sport used to 
speak volumes but now all the efforts 
made by these great men like Dick 
Tiger seem. to have gone down the 
drain.

This is not an idle chat At present 
boxing as a sport in Nigeria is doing 
a macabre dance. It is now a caricature 
of its former self and sports followers 
believe that unless an urgent step is 
taken, boxing may be shuffling out of 
the much needed rhythm.

Gone for instance are the days when fans 
would look up to see a worthy champi­
on. Most of those who parade them­
selves as boxers are not only half-fits, 
they are turning out to be societal mis 
fits' The fights are no longer there and 
the fans are beginning to loose impre­
ssion of what it used to be.

The boxers are the worse hit Their 
appearance, to say the least is a shame. 
They live from hand to mouth (some 
are actually beggars who parade the 
sports city at every occasion). Their 
conditions have become so pitiable 
that, some unscrupulous elements 
have cashed in on this to manipulate 
the misfits of our sporting system.

7SM Snorting got wind of a syndicate 
in the West African sub-region that 
specialises in exploiting these boxers, 
whose only sin now is that they have 
decided to make the punch trade a pro­
fession.

This is their modus operandi. The 
unsuspecting boxers (the few that have 
any titles left) are lured to any neigh- 
hmiring country’ with promises of dol­
lars The fight is so packaged by the 
nerpetrators to look "attractive" to the

' fo«et the exchange rate at home 
“ m Ghanaian countertpart for instance

”also promised about 400 dollars and 
he authorities give him all the assist, 
“ce he deserves - for a number of 

 too.
followed bv Isaac tkhuoria. with re"e first is that they want to wrest 
another bronze at the 1972 Munich atIe be it the sub-regional or Afn-
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cers of the 
of Control

L

' IF

added “But what happens after that I 
stage. I turned pro in 1988 after many I 
amateur glories for this country but I 
would you say I have improved? No. If I 
all had been normal I should have be- I 
come a world champion by now."

Enyika’s allegation is a much-ban- I 
died one in boxing circles. Emmanuel I 
Adeleye, the Secretary-General of the I 
Nigerian Boxing Board of Control (NBB 
of C recently put the blame at the door 
steps of the National Sports Commis­
sion. (NSC) According to him, the pol­
icy of not encouraging amateur boxers 
to go pro and win world title is the bane 
of the growth of the pugilistic craft 
He accused NSC of appointing notable 
amateur boxing stars as state coaches. 
This, he noted dulls their desire to aim 
to excellence in the pro ranks. I

Adeleye may have a point as others 
continue to wonder at what is happen­
ing now to the development of boxing. 
Why, for instance should Mederick 
Taylor, the man whgo Peter Konyeg- 
wachie battled to a stand-still at the fi­
nals of the 1984 loss Angeles Olympics 
be a world champion only six years 
later, when silver boy. Konyegwachie 
is still tottering to find his feet in the 
paid ranks.

eal” for
for an African or world tide elimina

^cording to some officer
Lagos State Boxing Board ’ ^ans in 
the names of the allege ?WcknoW 
the syndicate are with them.
about three of them wiU make
down on them soon. Tn Tunde
their names known M r 
Oshuntolu. the Board s press

That is to the members of th

happened to the noble art oi 
fence in Nigeria. allegationsAllegations and count bgctwcen 
have been making the rou Enyika. 
all the parries “"'.“J'® champion of Af- 
is the bantam weight P ..Boxing 
rica. He kicked off b omotion. 
is down because of lack oi p .
Promoters don't always want

\ X.-'
Ml

ote becaUSNe °friaC populace still loves 
He says £ework is not prop­
boxing but th promoters so they 
erly done now there is already 
'^ouw^ness by the Nigerian pub- 

Uc." i.a believes that the sport
Enyika Messing of the corporate 

needs the b the government

ST-SKSS*^ 
byi'eonenne^ Rudos to the

However. E> Y „Thcrc is no problem 
amateur rank . state and thc
in amat.e Associations are doing well. 
National A5® ‘petitions. picking tal- 
TS? traiSng those talents'' he
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Hogan Basscy...Ask the boxers

supports 
«—t even where 
■ end up pricing 
its. "They should 

right now.
getting fan-

7s^,&JXrboxer- Jeny Okorodudu told 
cause tkHiat boxing is dead b 
any nl|t?Cre is no encouragement from 

quarter. -The government should

Jen-v ?VO pr° boxing as in Ghana says 
chanu?h° is also the current African 
catena *°n in 1116 Super Middleweight 
kno«th' "J-ook at the NBBofC.Doyou 
talk rhe board has no office, n 
Start f Phone- fax. records or sec- 
org-»rr S’ So bow can they successfully

,Se pro boxing.”

Jcrry. also gave a punch to 
sportswrite,... -Let them report 
I lS wt"-'ther good or bad ins«;ad of 
backing out b’xing news after the 
sunnS conference." Adeleye appear U 
suPPort Jerrv's claim against tn 
sportsmrtte^ onl in another vein Jn

days Of boxing. He w as of the view that 
lhe present crop of writers could us 

3— 
jng include the reduction of sp .

Provision of training facilities wh>ch 
claimed are in very short supp > .

Collins Omuzaga is the the pre j 
°f Nigerian Association of Profe” “ms 
Boxers. He summed up the pr 
?f boxing then as the board s lack 
interest of boxers welfare; lack 
adequate rating, meagre fight P 
delay in payments and most imp 
tantly. lack of regular fights.

But we also have other schools ol 
thought The man who brought 'he 
world title to these shores. Hoga 
sey has continued to make it kn 
that the boxers have the chunk 
blame. -Nigerian Boxers witln«^ 
any world title for a long “mu„said 
unless they shun all the vices 
to a national daily “/ have seen so manj 
Nigerian boxers who are good enough 
to win world tide but they

some other factors militating against 
boxing growth.

According to him. it is not too unusual 
to realise that worthy fights have not 
been forthcoming in Nigerian boxing 
circle. He attributed every thing to the 
economic situation in the country. “Be­
fore now we used to invite world class 
boxers to come and fight our boxers 
here. We cannot do that now because 
of the exchange rate. We simply cannot 
pay the boxer, his manager, coaches, 
and then cater for their flight tickets. 
Where is the money” he asked “what 
we have now decided to do is to dis­
cover potential champions, train and 
take them out to fight.”

stated that, the issue of 
________ uepenus on the money 

factor but there arc rules that must be 
followed. “Look, promotion is all about 
money. We want to keep our boxers 
busy so if any man has the money to. 
promote them and can satisfy the laid- 
down procedure we will gladly give out 
the licence to such a man.”

On the falling standard of the cur­
rent boxers he said that, that mainly is the 
fault of the boxers, their trainers and 
managers. “We only make the rules. 
It is the duty of the managers and train- i 
ers to take the boxers to the ton.” . 1

After all said and doner it would 
appear that the NSC is not 
lying idle. Recently its boss 
agreement with Cuba, a country re­
nowned for its boxing prowess. As a 
result two Cuban boxing coaches have 
already been engaged for the country’.

Sports followers who spoke to TSM 
S” h.- stated that all hands must be 
on deck if boxing is to survive this 
tumbling fortune. Some point to the 
United States where they claimed that 
organisers packaged wrestling and I 
boxing and sold both to the world with 
resounding success.

The authorities in Nigeria must do 
something akin to that bold move — go 
back to the drawing board, put their 
acts togetner. repackage boxing and 
other sports for that matter before cry­
ing for corporate, government or other 

analysing helps from Nigerians.

...............
han ^ubuoke...SPecialiSation b tne 
new SIVAA’ song

women, booze and smoking."
Tunde Oshuntolu sc; 

Claim too but added that 
thev are serious, they 
.hemselues out of fighL. . 
know how the economy is 
so instead of insisting on g—-s •»•*- 
tastic pay packets, they can settle for 

mailer ones over a period of time" he
-That wav. they can achieve set- ®aLct at the end of the year, the prom­

pts make their money and everyone 
“ nappy instead of having to stay idle 

‘‘’The man'who^stecrs the affairs ofthe 

Snorts Writers Association of Nigeria H<_ funhcr stated that, the is 
i SWAN). Fan Ndubuokc. also took apo who get licences depends on the
hot at this issue with particular refer factor,.........S e to the area that affects his men 

Heir him: -The problem with boxing is 
”e‘, of administration, the boxers

selves and promoters. Boxing has Sen a nose dive we know, but what
n we do? As sportswriters we can 

report, not organise boxing oun
b°“p'n-sentlv the quality is nothing to

•rite home about I think we need a 
aieal approach to sports develop-Sent generally, not just boxing."
-our concern now as sportswriters 

• - to encourage specialization. We feel 'that if a reporter is devoted to one par 
licular sport that he can bring out his 
b Ade Omotosho is the Executive Di-
' < Top Brand Organisations, a

promotion outfit He laid the sSnie squarely by the ringside of box- 
Dla d "those who parade themselves 
crS 'imnoters and managers with dubi- 
aS P .?mts - He then, advised the NBB

scrutinise properly before issu c 1 licences to would-be promoters 
ing out NSC in the same vein to

begg»>B “ . aid w reducing the cost 
c°mt‘tage of the sportsha’l.
OfThe president of the NBB of C.

L Adcove. a pnnee had 
01ay'd> sav He started by stating that 
thC ?three bouts have been lined-up; 
about litre c d Qn the Sportswnters 
°CdCethe handlers before 
and
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Isaac Ikhuoria gets a 
hard punch

AttYTIME amateur boxiny is ntcnlioncd in (his 

country, you begin to suspect him but just add 
Olympics to it. and you are sure to bet your 
life it is Isaac Ikhuoiia. He slatted lust as an 
Olympic bronze medalist Lalei he metamoph- 
osed as a coach and in 1982 he hit national 
scene with a crop ol young talents from the

wel 14.'
lor Ikhuoria to recom- 

I champion ol Davidson.

the cake by leading the boys to a spectacular 
outing at the Los Angeles Olympics. One of 
his wards, Peter Konyegwachie came home 
with a silver medal

But Isaac Ikhuoria continued Io amass med­
als al the various championships leading 
again to two silver medals from the 1992 Bar­
celona Olympics. Il is a tall credential as a 
coach but those who say so they should know, 
arc saying otherwise.

Jerry Okorodudu one of Isaac s wards to the 
1984 Olympics says instead, that Ikhuoria is 
one of the forces killing amateur boxing in the 
country
Okorodudu only made vocal what has been 
secretly whispered on several occasions that 
Isaac Ikhuoria has intentionally dr otherwise 
sat on the path of progress of several boxers 
now in Edo and Delta states.

Jerry alleged that the case ol Roland 
Omoruyi and ex-world amateur, king. David­
son Andeh is pathetic. 'Roland was invited 
from Bauchi then to Bendel Slate sports coun­
cil. He has been on grade level 7 since 1981 
till date' says Jerry 'His only increase is in 
the steps. Il is Isaac Ikhuoria who has refused 
to recommend him for no reason yet the same 
Ikhuoria whojoined the sports council tn 1978 
al level 8. is now in lev<

According to Jerry. I 
mend that an ex-worldi 
Andeh s calibre be posted lo a village (Afuze) 
is just another way of side-tracking him. 'This

Tyson’s ray of hope?
,hdd b°tE ''mn'Mike Tyson

/ja/i. sooner than expected. Recently 
ve eran rape lawyer Allen Dershowitz started 

ge£™Cess ^at maU bim oul °fl,w dun 
inrHh ^L C P°inl affidavit. Dershowitz is pray 

g ie court, to annul the six year conviction 
t rape and social misconduct handed out to 

by son last year.
ne of the grounds claims that the jury was 

$'? several ways. Specifically Dershowitz 
h Jir ^al juct9e- Patricia' Gifford that 
handled the matter, has a long record of bias 

rapc Cdses and should not hair been allowed to handle the matter

'mP°rtant witness lor Tyson who 
vu c have made an impact in his evidence 

wa*not allowed to testify.
tO ^^owitz, the alleged rape 

mh ^csiree Washington, lied to the jury 
r.f Shc denicd that (he prosecution will he 

he fit from the proceeds of her claim.
m n Tyson s appeal aims to correct, the 
nruf. fenture °f the jury, by admitting facts

, relevant to the case and lo show that De- 
S,re^ ’^on,rdr9 to earlier posture actually con . 
SC// C •wkSev taxing time-bomb.

It will be recalled that Mike Tyson was jailed 
2 f'ebr“‘lry l992- for social misconduct dur 
hg a Black Beauty Pageant in Indianapolis. *

Compiled by Isodl Dike

Who roped in 
Sportswriter in 
robbery case?

FDEUS Igbinigic is one sportswriter that is 
not going lo find his ordeal very funny. But 
how would he have known recently when the 
news hit town lhal the premises of the Satellite 
newspapers was invaded by armed men. that 
his name would be mentioned. Ever since he 
has been picked up by the police.

The robbers had raided and made away 
with large sums of money supposed to be 
meant for workers salaries How. Fidelis a 
former Punch reporter works for 
Satellite but how he become roped tn as an 
alleged accomplice is as mysterious as can 
be.

There arc three versions now making the 
rounds. One is that somebody wrote a letter 
implicating him: two is that, his co-worker did 
and the other is that he was said to have been 
seen by his luend who is a'security man of 
the company The man has since denied mak­
ing that allegation claiming lo close associates 
lhal tn fact he was the person the robbers first 
encountered and lhal he did not see Fidelis.

TSM Sporting gathered lhal the police. fol 
lowing alleged complaints lodged by certain 
iiuIn 'u h ials l tai< ‘arHer discontinued the case 
lo enable all the complainants come forward 
but that until the lime of going lo press, none 
had < omc lotwaid

Another vcision is as ridiculous as they 
come That Fidelis who close associates say 
he is always in jeans and T-shirts was impli- 
( alcd by someone who claimed that the iob- 
heis woie masks and ivcw in jeans and J- 
shiils Yet TSM Sporting authoritatively learnt 
lhal it was one ol Fidelis close colleagues who 
hinted lhe police that the boy practices some 
undisclosed habits which was evident in lhe 
(an! when the lohbeis stun A

As nsn.it lhe gtapevine is abuzz and the 
spoiistviiieis aie still wondering what rhay 
have gone wrong. However il is heavily 
rumoured that Fidelis may have entered his 
present wahala because ol the much looted 
ci >1 league who was alleged to have been mak 
ing the rounds to newsrooms in Lagos with 
til-bits concerning the story and an alleged 
involvement by Fidelis Thai, in fact they 
' laimed was how Guardian Express got lhe 
stoiy II hit led lo Fidelis being invited by police.

Until lhe case is finally and adequately in­
vestigated the sportswriter 's late may continue 
to hang in the balance

[°r development of boxing h 
is uih^ lAnde,'‘ should be where lhe actio. 

he lo lh,s 
C°achcd mosl °f os-' 
9loues as you would say. have beer

& hL' 3Oin9 "



1

leader in high quality stationery and toiletries
Apex Mill. •
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APIX Mill

Hies started *<th scribbles 
Apex Mill exercise book

Many success stones 
pages of an

n cleaning 
the’ pagesleu by a wlrte var,ety 01 h'9h 

Mill office stationeryare maintained by 
quality Apex M.“. c'

^pex/Mill is still helping to produce

THOMAS WYAH NIGERIA PLC
*££V5oK>»»’ F*^miTED. Pl« »■ P-o- ®«"Mfr i Industrial Esta'a. P.M.B. 5073, Port Harcourt.

jJJSl Rd" RdA*“* U,0A O«M

& ^£S NO. =• M. «- ““

MAIDUGURI SALcS DC gxDlCtSC STATIOXEMX axd exmxofes

and the to>ietr<es come -n handy in 
up Junior who is alreaay scribbling on t 

of an Apex Mui exercise book



. assn

5

Phzer

| VISING

Pfizer.

ostjexv/««>»» /
eV? 

DROPS

proven commitment to health care in Nigeria.
PFIZER PRODUCTS PLC.1 HENRY CARR STREET. PM 8 21111. IKEJA

Pfizer, Nigeria's first and leading local manufacturer 
of pharmaceutical products has made significant 
contribution to healthcare In Nigeria.
We oiler a range otmore than 100 high quality health 
promoting and life saving products which are house­
hold names and leaders In their respective markets. 
Al Pfizer, we continue Io salve for Innovation and 
excellence In what stands as a model tor the phar­
maceutical Industry.

Ben-Goy
Jg . Ben-Gay // ,

Brings commitment to life 
with high quality pharmaceuticals
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Alex Akinyele....Executive 
chairman of HSC

COVER: Politics, Nigerian politics, hasd a 
peculiar definition. The way we go.about it has 
a telling on the stuff we are made of. And as 
the national congress of the two political par­
ties closes in, dirty elements of the much hated 
Second Republic politics are being exhumed. 
Issues and ideas on how to salvage a famishing 
nation are being put in the cooler while key 
presidential aspifants go for the gutter lan­
guage to smear their opponents. Moshood 
Abiola and Baba Gana Kingibe, notable pres­
idential aspirants from the SDP, desperate to 
lead their party, are on a fight-to-finlsh war of 
words that may mar the party’s national con­
vention.

I The war of nerves betwe< 
the loraelio and the 
Paleotiniano has been 
shifted to Nigeria. A 
couple of weeks ago the 
Israeli Ambassador to 
Nigeria, Moshe Gilboa, 
granted an interview 
to TSM where 
the Palestinian question 
come up for mention. 
In this edition, his 
Palestinian counterpart, 
Samir Balter reacts alleging 
misconceptions and 
distortions of history 
facts. -----------

The 1988 Koko toxic waste saga is back again. 
Nigeria is abuzz with signals that our shores 
are being turned to waste dump sites. TSM 
brings you a plethora of efforts to deposit the 
dangerous products while government agen­
cies turn on blind eye.

t-
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W It io no longer news that 

the Ejeh of Ankpa has been 
relieved of hio post. 
Abubakar Andu esdusively I 
bares his mind to 
TSM on nhy he '
Deposed the Ejeh o.,,.oo

'x.’J

The stage of adolescent 
ia crucial in the life 
of anyone. How parents 
handle their children 
during this period 
determines to some 
extent their future life 
TSM gives you a recipe 
on our behaviour towards 
The adoleocent. 0.0O0o.

O Ales Akinyele imons he 
is the authentic Executive 
Chairman of the NSC. 
But there is another 
"chairman” quietly 
taking over his job. 
He is Obodo, the Chairman 
of the Stadium Area 
BOyS. 0....00000000.0,

YaJ<ubu-
H^hofAnXPa



-In a world of its own

Wilfort people are unique people - 
different, top class, high taste. Just 
like Wilfort Dark Ale itself - a unique 
drink that’s worlds apart.


