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Kaduna State

Branch, NYCN Call
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Concerted Effort for The Revival of Reading

Culture

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF "GERIA KADUrA BRANCH ‘er
n Ceslaetal s 5% o
HALYOUTH COL YCIL CF NIGE
u“;m METROFOU Loc.\L GOYERNHENT

he Kaduna State Branch of the
National Library of Nigeria (NLN),

in collaboration with the National Youth
Council of Nigeria (NYCN), Kaduna

Plateau State Branch

State Chapter, on Wednesday, 23 April
2026, commemorated World Book and
Copyright Day with activities aimed at
promoting reading culture and intellectual
development among students.

The event, held in line with the global
theme “Read Your Way” and the National
Library of Nigeria
“Rebranding Reading: From Duty to
Delight,” attracted students, education
stakeholders, media representatives, and
literary organizations.

national theme

Continued on page 2

Hosts Jos Book Fair,

Marks World Book and Copyright Day

he Plateau State Branch in
T collaboration with the Jos Book Fair
and the Plateau State Library Board,
hosted the 2026 Jos Book Fair alongside
the commemoration of World Book and
Copyright Day from April 22 to 25, 2026,
in Jos.

The four-day event featured a series of

literary, educational, and interactive
activities aimed at promoting reading
culture, intellectual engagement, and

community development.

Proceedings commenced on April 22 with a
road walk across Jos metropolis to
sensitize the public on the importance of
books and reading, followed by a keynote
session at the National Library delivered by
Prof. Ahmad Rabiu, who emphasized the
role of reading in acquiring deep knowledge

and fostering personal growth.
Continued on page 2

Tinubu Renews
Anunobi’s Tenure

Details on page 6
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Enugu State Branch Host Author Exposition, and
Reading Advocacy

Pan African Institute of Management and
Technology Students Visit Rivers State Branch.

Nasarawa State Branch Marks World Book and
Copyright Day with Awareness Campaign
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Other activities on the opening day included an
interactive quiz on African literary classics and
a guided tour of the National Library conducted
by the Head of Branch, Mrs Sarah Emmanuel.
Participants were introduced to the library’s
services and facilities. The day also provided
opportunities for networking and book sales,
satisfaction with

with vendors expressing

audience engagement despite minor challenges.

Additional activities included the launch of
Beyond Pages magazine, an authors’ meet-and-
session, and

greet indigenous

presentations

language
by the Summer Institute of
Linguistics. Goodwill messages were delivered
by dignitaries, while closing remarks by Mrs.
Sarah Mshelia Emmanuel emphasized the
importance of legal deposit in preserving
knowledge and encouraged participants to

The second day, April 23, marked the official
celebration of World Book and Copyright Day.
The event commenced with welcome remarks by
the Convener of the Jos Book Fair, Dr. Hankuri
T. Gaya, who highlighted the theme, “Reading
for Pleasure,” noting that reading for enjoyment
remains fundamental to learning and influence.
The programme featured a spoken word
performance by the Plateau Poetry Society,
while the keynote address delivered on behalf of
Prof. Lilly Ezeala by Mr. Peter Oye
underscored the role of books in preserving
culture and shaping society.

A major highlight of the day was the unveiling of
the Read Plateau 2026 Project, an initiative
designed to promote reading culture among
students. As part of the project, books were
distributed to 22 secondary schools, with plans
to establish book clubs and organize reading

competitions.

embrace reading as a lifelong habit.

Continued from page 1

In her welcome address, the Head of Branch, Mrs.
Martina Egwuibe, highlighted the importance of the
celebration to the education sector and emphasized
the need to promote reading as a catalyst for
national development.

Highlights of the event included paper presentations
focusing on the role of libraries and reading in
Gora Rahila Chirai,
presented a paper titled “The Use of the Library in

education. A Librarian,

Education,” where she outlined strategies for
developing reading habits among students, the
importance of libraries to academic success, and
practical steps for establishing functional school
libraries. She also addressed common barriers to
reading and suggested ways to overcome them,
alongside techniques for effective reading within the
library environment.

In a second presentation titled “Rebranding
Reading: From Duty to Delight,” Mrs. Martina
Egwuibe encouraged students to move beyond
viewing reading as a compulsory academic task and
instead embrace it as a pleasurable and lifelong
activity. She noted that cultivating a reading culture
is essential for both individual growth and societal
development.

Speaking at the event, NYCN Kaduna State
Coordinator, Comr. Bilal Bello, urged students to
prioritize reading physical books and develop
critical thinking skills, cautioning against excessive
reliance on artificial intelligence tools such as
ChatGPT at an early stage.
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Other NYCN coordinators, including Comr.
Sheyin Wakili (Chikun LGA) and Comr.
Abdullahi Usman (Kaduna South LGA),
also encouraged students to read diligently in
order to excel academically and become
responsible members of society.

The attended by
participants from seven secondary schools,
NYCN
government areas, members of the press,

programme  was

coordinators from three local
NLN staff, and representatives of key
literary and professional bodies, including
the Publishers Association of Nigeria, the
Printers Association, and the Association of
Nigerian Authors.

As part of efforts to support reading culture,
a publisher donated 50 titles comprising 70
volumes of books. The materials were
distributed to the the

participating schools and to students who

libraries of

made presentations during the event.

A total of 71 students received certificates of
their
involvement and to encourage sustained
reading habits.

participation in recognition of

The event concluded with a vote of thanks
delivered by Librarian Sarafina Adamu, who
expressed appreciation to all partners,
stakeholders, and participants for their
Guests were subsequently
entertained with light refreshments.

contributions.

April 2026

About 251 participants, including librarians,
authors, publishers, poets, students, media
representatives, persons with hearing
disabilities, and other stakeholders, attended the
World Book Day event.

Activities on the third day, April 24, focused on
capacity building and knowledge sharing. A
session on “How Books Are Made” and “ISBN
and Legal Deposits” was delivered by Mrs.
Sarah Emmanuel and Mr. Reuben Nengese,
providing insights into book production and
documentation processes.

This was followed by a panel discussion on
“Books as Community Influencers,” featuring
Mr. Izang Alexander, Dr. Hajiya Jamila, and
Mr. Philip Dimka, who discussed the role of
books in shaping values and driving social
change.

Participants also engaged in a reading session, a
networking break, and a writing workshop
organized by the Plateau Writers Association of
Nigeria (PLAWS) themed “From Idea to
Manuscript: Maintaining Originality in an Age
of Artificial Intelligence.” Facilitators, including
Mr. Nathaniel Tanko, Dr. Eric Pam, and Mr.
Victor Meshach,
producing authentic literary content.

Another session titled “Children and Books:

Influencing the Future through Books,” led by

guided participants on

Mrs. Grace Hywere and Miss Stephane
Augustine, highlighted the importance of
cultivating reading habits among children. The
day concluded with a spoken word performance
by the Plateau Poetry Society.

The final day, April 25, featured a talk on
“Book Marketing for Authors” delivered by
Mr. Sam Semako, which provided practical
strategies for promoting literary works.

A panel session on “Books as Influencers in the
Digital Space” included contributions from
Lendung Tungcham, Muyiwa Joseph, Dr.
Nanre Nafziger, and Mr. Izang Alexander
Haruna, who explored the growing impact of
digital platforms on reading and publishing.
Other highlights included a reading session, an
inclusive programme titled “Reading and Your
Disability” facilitated by Miss
Augustine, and a family reading segment

Stephane

designed to encourage shared literary
experiences.

The event concluded with closing formalities and
a farewell networking session, bringing the 2026
Jos Book Fair to a successful end.

In a concluding remark, organizers described
the convergence of the Jos Book Fair with the
global celebration of World Book and
Copyright Day, alongside the unveiling of the
Read Plateau 2026 Project, as a significant
milestone in  promoting literacy and
strengthening reading culture in Plateau State

and beyond.
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Enugu State Branch Host Author Exposition, and Taraba State Branch

Reading Advocacy

e .I .
e Enugu State Branch of the National
Library of Nigeria (NLN) on Thursday,
23 April 2026, marked the World Book

and Copyright Day at

its branch office,
Enugu with activities
reading and

Independence Layout,
aimed at promoting culture
intellectual development.

The celebration, held under the theme “Go All
In,” emphasized the importance of deepening
engagement with reading by connecting books to
personal interests and passions. The theme also
promoted reading for pleasure as a pathway to

knowledge, creativity, and lifelong learning.

Nasarawa State Branch
Marks World Book and
Copyright Day with
Awareness Campaign

The Nasarawa State Branch on 23 April 2026,

marked the World Book and Copyright

Day with activities focused on promoting reading
culture and raising awareness on copyright
protection.

As part of the celebration, the branch organized a
display of relevant information resources for
library users, showcasing materials across various
subject to encourage reading and
knowledge acquisition. The library also engaged
the public

programme aired on Agate Radio, aimed at

areas

through a radio sensitization
increasing awareness of the importance of books
and intellectual property rights.

During the programme, emphasis was placed on
the importance of copyright as a legal protection
and other

granted to authors, publishers,

creators, giving them exclusive rights to
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which
highlights the role of books as bridges between

In line with the global observance,

generations and cultures, the

branch organized an exposition of selected literary
works by notable authors,
Emecheta and J. P. Clark.

The programme also featured explanations of

including Buchi

different book formats, including electronic books,
audiobooks, and print materials such as large print,
hardback,
familiarizing participants with diverse reading

and paperback editions, aimed at

options.
The importance of reading in knowledge
acquisition, historical understanding,

entertainment, empowerment, and bibliotherapy
were higlighted.

Participants also shared their views on the impact
of books in shaping personal growth and societal

development.
The Branch reaffirmed its commitment to
promoting literacy, encouraging reading for

pleasure, and expanding access to information
resources for all.

reproduce, publish, and benefit from their works.
Participants were sensitized on the need to
respect intellectual property, as copyright laws
serve to motivate writers and creators by
safeguarding their efforts from unauthorized use.
The branch highlighted that copyright protection
applies only to works expressed in tangible form,
such as written texts, music recordings, and
artistic creations, and does not extend to mere
ideas. It also addressed common forms of
copyright infringement, including plagiarism,
piracy, counterfeiting, and unauthorized
reproduction through reprography.

The branch reaffirmed its commitment to

promoting literacy, protecting intellectual
property rights, and enhancing access to
information for sustainable national
development.

Call for Strong
Reading Culture on
World Book Day

he Taraba State Branch on Thursday,

T 23 April 2026, commemorated the

World Book and Copyright Day with a
series of activities aimed at promoting
reading culture, raising awareness on
copyright, and highlighting the importance of
books

development.

in education and personal
As part of the celebration, the Branch
organized a book exhibition featuring a wide
range of publications across diverse fields,
including literature, science, history,
technology, arts, and the social sciences. The
exhibition provided an opportunity for
library users, students, and members of the
public to explore various resources and
encouraged a culture of reading across
disciplines.

Also, sensitization sessions were held to
emphasize the importance of reading as a
lifelong habit. Discussions also focused on
the significance of copyright and intellectual
property rights in protecting the works of
authors, publishers, and other creators,
ensuring that their contributions are duly
recognized and rewarded.

The event further espoused the vital role of
books in education, research, and personal
growth. Speakers noted that books remain
essential tools for knowledge acquisition,
innovation, and self-development, while
libraries continue to serve as key centres for
learning and intellectual engagement.

The National Library of Nigeria, Taraba
State Branch, reaffirmed its commitment to
promoting literacy, supporting educational
advancement, and safeguarding intellectual
property rights. The celebration served as a
reminder of the enduring value of books in

fostering informed, enlightened, and creative

societies.




Pan African Institute of Management and Technology
Students Visit Rivers State Branch.

_-é g The visit provided the students an
=) opportunity to gain practical insight into
library operations, information management,
and the role of the National Library in
supporting education and research. Staff of
the branch conducted guided tours and
interactive sessions, exposing the students to
; key services, collections, and professional
{ SR i NS : I practices within the library system.

Stl\‘/lldents of the Pan African Institute of The exercise formed part of the institution’s

anagement and Technology paid an academic  efforts to complement classroom learning
visit to the Rivers State Branch of the National with hands-on experience, thereby enhancing
Library of Nigeria within the week as part of the students’ understanding of their course
requirements of their academic pursuit. content.

Imo State Branch Marks World Book Day with Call to

Deepen Reading Culture

. The celebration, held at the branch, was
= guided by the theme “Go All In,” which

encourages individuals to explore their

passions more deeply through reading. The
theme also promotes reading for pleasure by
linking books to personal interests and
hobbies.

As part of the event, the library organized a
book exhibition featuring a wide range of
d JFL / publications across relevant subject areas.
N A . 3 The exhibition was designed to stimulate

r I Yhe Imo State Branch of the National Library of interest in reading while sensitizing

Nigeria (NLN) on Thursday, 23 April 2026, participants on the importance of copyright

commemorated World Book and Copyright Day and the protection of intellectual property.

with activities aimed at promoting reading culture 1h¢ Branch, reaffirmed its commitment to

and raising awareness on copyright and intellectual fostering a vibrant reading culture and
supporting the protection of creative works

within the society.

Osun State Branch Marks World Book Day with
Exhibition to Promote Reading Culture

I he Osun State Branch of the National ;ccess to information, and their role in fostering

Library of Nigeria joined the global personal development and societal progress.
community in commemorating World Book

property.

and Copyright Day with a special exhibition

of library materials held at its premises.

The exhibition featured a carefully curated
selection of information resources drawn from
various subject areas, reflecting the theme and
significance of the global celebration.

The displayed materials were aimed at
highlighting the importance of books and
knowledge dissemination in society.

The exhibition was designed not only to mark
the annual observance but also to promote
public awareness on the value of reading,
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Kaduna State Branch
Marks 2026 International
Girls in ICT

Day

e Kaduna State Branch of the National
Library of Nigeria (NLN), in
collaboration @ with IHSAN Initiative,
commemorated the 2026 International Girls in
ICT Day on Friday, April 24, 2026.
International Girls in ICT Day is observed
globally on the fourth Thursday of April each

year under the auspices of the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU). The 2026
celebration was themed “Al for Development:
Girls Shaping the Digital Future.”

The event aimed to expose girls and young
women to opportunities in Information and
Communication Technology (ICT), promote
digital literacy, and reinforce the role of the
library as a hub for inclusive technology
education, in line with the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG 4 and SDG 5).

In her remarks, the Head of Branch, Mrs.
Martina Egwuibe, reaffirmed the National
Library’s commitment to bridging the digital
gender divide through improved access to
electronic resources, coding tools, and digital
literacy programmes. She emphasized the
importance of equipping girls with relevant
technological skills to thrive in a rapidly
evolving digital world.

Also speaking, the Coordinator of ITHSAN
Initiative encouraged participants to embrace
Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics
(STEM) fields as pathways to innovation and
economic empowerment.

The programme featured two presentations
which highlighted the role of ICT in enhancing
teaching and learning, as well as the evolving
function of modern libraries in supporting
digital skills acquisition.

Participants, mostly students, actively
engaged in an interactive question-and-answer
session, raising concerns on cybersecurity, Al
career opportunities, and online safety.

Key outcomes of the event included the
sensitization of 70 girls on ICT -career
prospects and the ethical use of Al, increased
awareness of the National Library’s digital
services among attendees, and strengthened
collaboration between the NLN and IHSAN
Initiative for future girl-child development
programmes.
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National Librarian Directs Acquisition of Nigeria Copyright

Commission Pays

Current Gassets and Official Publication

Courtesy Visit to Imo
State Branch

The National Librarian and Chief Executive Officer of the National Library of Nigeria,

Prof. Chinwe Veronica Anunobi, on Friday April 10 2026 visited the Imo State Branch in
Owerri as part of her routine inspection of service delivery in order to strengthen library

services and enhance institutional effectiveness across state branches.

During the visit, the National Librarian gave directives on the acquisition of current gazettes
and official publications, emphasizing their critical role in fulfilling the statutory mandate of
the National Library. She also directed efficient liaison with the headquarters to facilitate
improved access to web-based resources and the KOHA system for librarians managing legal
deposit functions in state branches. This, she noted, would significantly enhance operational
efficiency and service delivery nationwide.

Prof. Anunobi commended the Imo State Branch for maintaining a clean, orderly, and Officials of the Imo State Zonal Office of

Nigeria Copyright Commission (NCC),
led by their head, Mr. Oseji Martin paid a

courtesy visit to Mrs. Ifeoma Obi, the newly

conducive environment for learning and research, and encouraged staff to sustain the high
standards observed while remaining committed to the core values of the institution.
In her response, Mrs. Ifeoma Obi expressed appreciation for the visit and reaffirmed her

commitment to working closely with the National Librarian to achieve shared goals that will appointed Head of Imo State Branch of the

National Library of Nigeria, Owerri, Mrs.
Ifeoma Obi on Thursday, April 9, 2026.

The
collaboration and strengthening institutional
relationships between the Commission and
the National Library.

During the meeting, the NCC officials

positively impact the organization and the nation at large.

visit was aimed at fostering

Nasarawa State Branch Receives Special
Donation, Records Legal Deposit Submission

he Nasarawa State Branch of the National
Library of Nigeria on Wednesday, April 8,

2026, received a special donation of the Holy
Qur’an in two volumes, marking a significant
addition to its collection.

The donation was made by Mohammed
Mohammed Sarki, Imam of Masallacin Izala,
located on Kaduna Street, Sabon Pegi, Lafia.
The contribution followed a request by the
Head of Branch, Mrs. Angela E. Anya, to
which the donor graciously responded.

With the new addition, the branch is now
better positioned to meet the needs of its
diverse users. Efforts are also underway to
secure a donation of the Holy Bible (English
version) to further enrich the collection, given
its high demand among patrons.

In addition to the donation, the Imam also
made a legal deposit submission comprising
two titles in ten volumes of monographs. He
expressed his willingness to provide additional
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copies in future to enable distribution across
all branches of the National Library of
Nigeria nationwide.

The donation and legal deposit submission
were formally acknowledged with letters of

appreciation issued by the branch.

outlined their core mandates, providing
insight into the scope of copyright law,

including the protection of intellectual

property
infringement, and the promotion of creativity
and They

common  misconceptions

rights, enforcement against
addressed
the

emphasizing

innovation. also
about
Commission’s  operations,
transparency and their commitment to
supporting creators and other stakeholders.
the team highlighted the
broader benefits of copyright law to national
development, noting that  effective

enforcement encourages investment in the

Furthermore,

creative industry, stimulates economic
growth, and helps preserve the nation’s
cultural heritage.

In her response, Mrs. Ifeoma Obi expressed
appreciation for the visit and reaffirmed her
commitment to working closely with the
Commission to achieve shared goals that will
positively impact the organization and the

nation at large.
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STATE HOUSE
PRESS RELEASE

President Bola Ahmed Tinubu approves
the renewal of the tenure of NLN DG

President Tinubu approved the renewal of the tenure of
Prof. Chinwe Veronica Anunobi as CEO of the National
Library of Nigeria for a final term of five years. She was
first appointed on 2nd September, 2021.

Since assuming office, Prof. Anunobi has led several
institutional reforms aimed at repositioning the National
Library as a modern technology-driven knowledge
institution, including the development and
operationalisation of the National Repository of Nigeria,
the Newspaper and Magazine Locator, the Index and
Abstract to Nigerian Newspapers, and the National
Virtual Library of Nigeria.

She has also played a strategic role in advancing the
long-awaited completion of the National Library
Headquarters project and in initiating plans to migrate
heritage collections from the 34 state branches to the
new headquarters in Abuja.

The President expects that the renewal of her tenure would
ensure continuity in the implementation of ongoing reforms,
completion of the National Library Headquarters project,
and execution of the 2025-2030 Strategic Plan of the
institution.

-

Bayo Onanuga
Special Adviser to the President
(Information & Strategy)

April 22, 2026

Prof. Chinwe Veronica Anunobi
Director-General / Chief Executive Officer
National Library of Nigeria

NATIONAL LIBRARY 6
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Bauchi State Branch Advocates for Safety
and Health at Work

r I Yhe Bauchi State Branch, on April 28, 2026
marked the International World Day for
Safety and Health at Work, an annual event

organized by the International Labour
Organization (ILO).
The programme focused on promoting

awareness of occupational safety and health, as
well as encouraging the prevention of workplace
hazards and accidents.

This year’s celebration is themed
“Revolutionizing Health and Safety: The Role
of Al and Digitalization at Work.” In her
opening address, the Assistant Director and
Head of the Branch, Dr. Regina Ngorngor,
emphasized that workplace safety is a collective
responsibility that begins with the identification
of common hazards, including electrical risks
and unsafe environments, and emergency
preparedness. She also emphasized the emerging
role of artificial intelligence and digitalization in
enhancing safety

communication, as well as the need for regular

monitoring and

inspections and staff training as preventive
measures.

The event aimed to raise awareness on safety
and health practices, educate participants on
hazard identification and prevention, promote
the use of modern technologies in ensuring
workplace safety, encourage a proactive safety
culture, and reduce occupational risks and
accidents.

Activities during the event included reading
sessions on workplace health and safety, hazard
identification exercises, demonstrations on
emergency response procedures, and interactive
discussions on best safety practices.

In a goodwill message,Umar Kasim Ningi , a
representative of the State Library Board
commended the initiative, describing it as
impressive and impactful. He noted that it was
the first time he had witnessed a library
commemorating the event and praised the
Bauchi branch for setting a commendable
further
Ngorngor for recognition, citing her dedication
and

example. He recommended Dr.

contributions to promoting safety
awareness in the state.
The event concluded with the presentation of

gifts to participants.

Lafosd b, L
Lib ook fos

Adeleke University Visit Osun State Branch

L ecturers and students of the Department
of Library and Information Science, Adeleke

University, Ede, Osun State, on Thursday,
April 2, 2026, embarked on an academic visit
to the National Library of Nigeria, Osun
State Branch, Osogbo.

The delegation arrived at the library premises
and was warmly received by the Acting Head
of Branch, Dr. Basheer Abiodun Sanni.

Dr. Basheer Abiodun Sanni
briefing on the historical background and

delivered a
statutory establishment of the National
Library of Nigeria.

He explained that the National Library was
initially established by an Act of 1964, which
was later replaced by Decree No. 29 of 1970.
The decree, he noted, provided for the
establishment of National Library branches
across the federation and outlined their core

mandates and functions.
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The Head of Branch, Dr. Basheer Abiodun
Sanni further assured the students of a guided
tour of the various sections of the library,
where they would be acquainted with the
specific functions and services of each unit.
The assurance was received with enthusiasm
by the students, who expressed eagerness to
gain practical insight into library operations.

April 2026
Ogun State Branch
Receives Appreciation

From Publisher

he Ogun State Branch of the National
Library of Nigeria, on Thursday, April 9«

2026 received an appreciation material from
Learner’s Pride Publication, Abeokuta.

The material, titled “Appreciation of Your
Laudable
recognition of the branch’s

Services,” was presented in
outstanding
contributions and sustained commitment to
quality service delivery.

According to the publishers, the material was
designed to acknowledge and encourage the
continued excellence,

National Library’s

particularly in  supporting educational
development and promoting a reading culture
within the community.

The
relationship between the Ogun State Branch

and stakeholders in the publishing sector,

gesture  underscores the strong

reflecting mutual support and appreciation for
impactful service.

The presentation is expected to further
motivate staff of the branch to sustain and
enhance the quality of services provided to the
public under the leadership of Dr. Mrs.
Abosede Sangosanya.

Imo State Branch

Commemorates World
Health Day

he Imo State Branch of the National
TLibrary of Nigeria, led by the Head of
Branch, Mrs. Ifeoma Obi, on Tuesday April 7,
2026,
commemorating World Health Day, themed
“Together for Health: Stand with Science.”
As part of activities marking the day, a health

joined the global community in

awareness session was organized for members
of staff to promote the importance of
maintaining good health and adopting healthy
lifestyle practices.

During the session, emphasis was placed on
the critical role of sound health in enhancing
productivity and efficiency in the workplace.
Participants were reminded that a healthy
workforce is essential for optimal performance
and remains a vital asset to national
development.

The event served as a timely reminder of the
need to prioritize health and well-being in both
personal and professional spheres.
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