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Business

BPE says it is awaiting
NCP meeting to approve
the sale of Nigerian Tel-
ecommunications

Sport

Dutch coach Guus Hid-
dink shuns Nigeria and
will take charge of Turkey
until 2012

Senator Mohammed Mana
says Nigeriawould have
grounded without an act-
ing Presidefit

Beginning of the end:

Six-man FECteam
tovisitYar'adua

By Mohammed S. Shehu

WEEKS of foot-dragging by the Fed-
eral Executive Council over President
Umaru Yaradua’s health situation
began to unravel yesterday when it
constituted a six-member team to
visitthe ailing President in Saudi Ara-

bia and obtain a first-hand assess-
mentofhis condition. The decision,
sources in the meeting told Daily
Trust, was a compromise against
suggestions to invoke Section 144
ofthe 1999 Constitution and begin
the processes of declaring Yaradua
medically unfit to continue to hold

his office.

Members of the committee
include Minister of Health Prof.
Babatunde Osotimehin, Minister
of Agriculture Dr Abba Sayyadi
Ruma, Minister of Foreign Affairs
Chief Ojo Maduekwe, Minister of
Petroleum Dr Rilwanu Lukman,
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Attorney General and Minister of
Justice Prince Adetokunbo Kay-
ode (SAN), as well as Secretary
to the Government of the Fed-
eration, Alhaji Mahmud Yayale
Ahmed.

Daily Trust learnt that at yes-

Continued on page 5

Power

supply
drops to
2,500mw

By Fidelis Mac-Leva

NIGERIA’S power supply
dropped again to 2500mw
yesterday and may drop
even further as oil giant
Shell, the major gas supply-
ing company in the coun-
try, has given the Power
and Petroleum Resources
Ministries up to this week-
end to evacuate the stock of
wet Condensate currently at
the Warri Refinery or risk
the shutting down of Shells
two gas plants located in
Delta State.

The Power Hold-
ing Company of Nigeria
(PHCN) had announced
a drop in Nigerias power
generation to 2700MW
from the 3700MW that
was obtainable in Decem-
ber last year. Sources at
both (PHCN) and the
Power Ministry confirmed
the drop in power supply to
2500mw but wouldn’t want
their names in print.

The volume of wet con
densate at the Warri Refin-
ery, which Shell wants
evacuated, is currently put
at about 472,000 barrels.
Daily Trustgathered thatin
letters separately addressed
to the Power Minister,
Lanre Babalola and that
of Petroleum Resources,
Rilwanu Lukman, the man-
agement of Shell warned
that if the Warri Refinery
fails to evacuate at least
Continued on page 5
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THE Nigeria

$NBA) Maiduguri branch is to
sue the Borno State govermmreat
gs)yvglbas»ths Poligeover thek i t

From Ahmed Mohammed, Jos

the Plateau Police command has
said that it has recorded isolated
“ ses of attacks at p.rimlol «
laae under Riyom Local Gove
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Niger closes illegal

From Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

AUTHORITIES of the Ministry
rfS S i and Hospital Services
in Niger State have closed amo
tuary for lack of compliance with
statutory standards re,o,red to
set such a facility.
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Services Dr
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EDO State governor Adams
Oshiomhole yesterday suspende
* , inral government cnair
w Chief Johnson Emasealu
of Akoko-Edo Local Govern-
ment Council and Patrick Aisien

of Oriomwon Council.
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Bello (right) and Vice Chairman of Al-Habibiyyah Relief'Servi%rAlhaHA’bdulGa (mid5'e) with the Aclrnin Secretary, Alhaji Nuhu
tion's disbursement of zakat fund in Abuja yesterday.

Plateau:'209 Fulani
herdsmen Kkilled in 3 LGS

By Suleiman M. Bisalla

PLATEAU State chapter of the
Miyetti Allah Cattle Breeders
Association has alleged that 209
of its members were murdered in
Jos South, Riyom and Barkin Ladi
Local Government Areas of Pla-
teau State shortly after the recent
violence in Jos North Local Gov-
ernment

A petition dated February 12,
addressed to the Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (SARS), Force
Criminal Investigation Depart-
ment, Abuja, and signed by Sale
Bayari and Mallam Nuru Muham-
mad, both leaders of the asso-
ciation, gave the names, age and

ACTING President Goodluck
Jonathan could win support as
a candidate for the presidency
in 2011 if he delivers in coming
months, said a former minister
with areputation as a key reformer.

Jonathan has not said he might
stand for the presidency and the
place on the ruling party ticket
has been widely expected to go
to someone from ailing President
Umaru YarAduas Muslim north
rather than Jonathans more heav-
ily Christian south.

But Nasir El-Rufai, a north-
erner, became one of the first to
openly suggest the possibility of
support for a Jonathan candidacy.

“YarAcfuais from the North but

addresses of the old, women and
children who were allegedly killed.
The 15-page petition which
was copied to the President ofthe
Supreme Council of Islamic Affairs
and Sultan of Sokoto, President
of the Christian Association of
Nigeria (CAN), chairman of the
Governors’ Forum, among others,
also include 77 perpetrators of the
killings and their addresses.
However, only the copy sent
to security agencies contained the
long list of the accused to avoid
jeopardising the of investigation.
The association accused some
prominent government officials
and traditional rulers of complic-
ity, saying the Killings took place

dignethingfortRrRQSBA, just like
many before him,” he told Reuters
in response to emailed questions.
“If Goodluck shows real lead-
ership over the next few months,
many of us will campaign for him
to be our president. And | think
Nigeria and the West African sub-
region will be the better for it,” said
El-Rufai, who has been tipped in
local media for a possible position
in Jonathans administration.
Jonathan, the vice president,
assumed executive powers last
week, over two months after
YarAdua left for a Saudi hospital.
El-Rufai was one of the most
senior members of former Presi-
dent Olusegun Obasanjos team,

Ganmy Adepoju, at a media briefing on the founda-

under their nose.

“Apart from the fact that almost
all the killings of the cattle breeders
took place within Berom land, our
investigation also show that these
unprovoked and heartless killings
of innocent people took place in
local governments and areas where
there is a strong presence of state
government officials,” the petition
read in part.

The petition said 81 Fulanis
were killed in Jos South, out of
which 27 died in non-combatant
encounter in Du Village. It also
gave the names of 112 Fulanis,
mostly youths, who were said to
have been killed in Fan District and
surgpundigg-villages of Panadadi,

serving as minister for the capltal
Abuja and heading the privatisa-
tion agency, and was tipped as a
potential candidate for the 2007
election.

But he lost out to YarAdua,
who was seen as less radical and
won the presidential race.

After denouncing high level
corruption, El-Rufai was himself
accused of wrong-doing during
his time in government. Dismiss-
ing the accusations as politically
motivated, he left the country and
has remained critical of YarAdua.

If Jonathan were to stand for
election, at least for the ruling
party, he would need the backing
of northern politicians because

Runji and others in Barkin Ladi. 16
Fulanis were also alleged to have
been killed in Riyom.

“We observed that the killings
ofthe Fulanis took place 48 hours
after the cessation of hostilities in
Jos, giving the impression that the
genocide was well thought out,
planned and executed communally
and conspiratorially in these areas,”
the petition declared.

The petition also argued that
the Fulanis, as nomadic people,
fall outside the area of Jos where
the crisis erupted and are not in
dispute with the Berom people
over political or land matters to
deserve the kind of'sage treatment
thapgaui.

El-Rufai: Jonathan could get PDP ticket for 2011

of an unwritten commitment to
rotate power between Nigeria’
regions.

Since YarAdua appears likely
to serve only one term, instead of
the two allowed under the consti-
tution, many northerners believe
his successor should be from the
north too.

Local media have suggested
that if YarAduas return became
impossible, making Jonathan
president, El-Rufai could be a
candidate for the vice-presidency
and therefore potentially for the
presidency itself.

“l want to assure you | am not
in any race to be that person,” El-
Rufai said

12 states raise N374bn bonds-NSE boss

By Naskfi A.Yahaya

DIRECTOR General of Nige-
rian Stock Exchange Mrs Ndidi
Okereke yesterday said 12 states
raised N374.6 billion as bonds in
the past 11 years.

She spoke during an investiga-
tive hearing by the House of Rep-
resentatives committee on Capital
Market. She asked the National
Assembly not to restrain states
from floating bonds for tenure not
exceeding the tenure of elected

officials. Lagos State tops the list
with N290 bn; Imo State with
N18.5 bn; Kwara State N17bn;
Niger State N6bn; Delta, N5bn;
Crosss River and Akwa Ibom each
borrowed N3 bn.

Others are: Yobe State N 2.5bn;

Ekiti State N3.9bn; Kebbi State
N3.5bn; and Edo State N1bn

She said the EFCC, ICPC and
other agencies should deal with
misapplied bond proceeds. Also
at the hearing, the Governor of
Central Bank of Nigeria Mallam

NEWS

ByAbubakar A. Ibrahim

FORMER Chiefof Army Staff
(COAS) General Theophilus
Danjumahas donated N 15 bil-
lion ($100million) to the needy
with the aim ofproviding free
education and medical services
among others.

He made the donation
through the TY Danjuma
Foundation, a Non- Govern-
mental Organisation (NGO) he
set up to provide free medical
services to rural areas, enhance
the quality ofeducation ofchil-
dren and young adults as well
as alleviate poverty incommu-
nities by providing basic social
amenities.

Speaking in Abuja while
addressing group of NGOs
through which the money
would be made available in
rural areas all over the coun-
try, Danjuma said he was
making the donation from the
expansive wealth he had been
blessed vtith, saying he made
the money from his shipping
concern, and his recent foray
into the oil business.

I wanted to solve all Niger-
iasproblems but did not know
how to do it and how to start.
The only thing | knew about
philanthropy is about money
being given out and found that
only a fraction of such money
reaches the target,” he said,
adding that he had to under-
take studies in the United
States to ensure thatthe money
gets to the targeted audience.

Explaining how the foun-
dation hopes to reach the
intended beneficiaries, Thelma
Ekiyor, Executive Director of
the TY Foundation, explained
that the foundation will not
be run as a charity but a phil-
anthropic organisation con-
cerned with making grants
available.

Danjuma said he was moti-
vated to come to the people’s
aid because of failures by suc-
cessive governments to sus-
tain poverty alleviations pro-
grammes and providing lasting
social amenities to Nigerians.

Sanusi Lamido Sanusi said section
24 of Debt Management Act that
mandates federal and states gov-
ernment seeking loans to obtain
approval ofthe Minister of Finance
should be discarded because it is
not workable.
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NHIS boss gets court

Injunction against removal

By Fidelis Mac-Leva

A Federal High Court in Abuja
has granted an interim injunction
restraining the Minister of Health,
the Attorney General ofthe Federa-
tion as well as the National Health
Insurance Scheme (NHIS) from
interferingwith the performance of
Dr. Waziri Dogo Mohammed from
office as Executive Secretary of the
National Health Insurance Scheme,
pending the determination of a

motion filed by the plaintiff.

This followed a motion exparte
filed by Dr. Dogo at the court
in Abuja challenging his recent
removal from his tenured appoint-
ment as Executive Secretary ofthe
NHIS.

In the motion which was filed
on hisbehalfbyhis Counsel, Emeka
Okoro, the plaintiffsoughtan order
of interim injunction restraining
the defendants from interfering
with orhindering the plaintifffrom

performing his duties as the Exec-
utive Secretary of the National
Health Insurance Scheme pend-
ing the hearing and determina-
tion ofthe motion on notice.

The plaintiff also sought for
an order that “all parties hereto
maintain the status quo before
10th of February 2010 when the
NHIS issued as letter purported
to have appointed a certain Dr.
Kenneth Korve as Acting Execu-
tive Secretary ofthe NHIS.”

After reading the affidavit
in support ofthe motion sworn
to by Agbawodike Ifeanyiwa, a
legal practitioner, the presid-
ing Judge, granted the order of
interim injunction restraining
the defendants from hindering
the plaintifffrom performing his
duties as Executive Secretary of
the NHIS pending the determi-
nation ofthe substantive motion
which was fixed for March 1st
2010.

ON DO State Deputy Governor, Alhaji Ali Olanusi (second right), Commissioner of Transport, Chief Omoniyi Omodara (right), inspecting

members of the Ondo State Sunshine Traffic Schme (STC) during the launching of the scheme in Akure on Tuesday.

Lavwyers ask court to stop Jonathan

By Afikd B9

A federal high court in Abuja will
today hear acase that seeksto nul-
lify the declaration of Goodluck
Jonathan as acting president and
all the decisions he has taken in
the absence of President Umaru
Yaradua.

Jonathan was made acting
president lastweek by aresolution
ofthe Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives pending the return of
President Umaru Yaradua from
his medical leave in Saudi Arabia.

But a group of eight lawyers
led by a human rights activist

Elhiief NispsDwvem Am
case before a federa
Abuja challenging

the decision.

In the case tiled beloiv lutice
Dan Abutu, the lawyers want the
court to declare that there was
no president and commander
in chief of the armed forces in
Nigeria since November 23,2009
when President Yaradua left for
Saudi Arabia.

They also seek the court to
void “every actdone or purported
to have been done” by Jonathan in
the absence of President Yaradua.

They equally want a declara-

k -all!

tion that by virtue of the com-
bined provisions of sections
5(1), 144, 145, 146 and 148
of the 1999 Constitution Cap
C 23 LFN, 2004, “the written
transmission of a letter to the
National Assembly was NOT
complied with by the alleged
text message and or telephone
call allegedly sent to the (Sen-
ate President and Speaker House
of Representatives) by the ailing
President from a yet to be dis-
closed location.”

Joined in the suit aro the
Senate President David Mark,
Speaker Dimeji Bankole and

Attorney-General and Minister
of Justice Adetokunbo Kayode.

The plaintiffs are also seek-
ing a court declaration that by
virtue of Sections 5 (1), 144,
145, 146 and 148 (1) (a) of the
1999 constitution, the act by
Acting President Jonathan of
sending the Armed Forces to
Jos, Plateau State without lawful
authority was void because he is
not the Commander in- Chief
and same ought to be reversed
immediately.

The motion has been slated
to be moved before Justice Dan
Abutu today.

Constitution: Senate set to amend section 145 today

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar &Turaki A. Hassan

THE Senate is set to move for the amendment
ofSection 145and 1900fthe 1999 constitution
today in amove to checkmate the controversy
generated by President Umaru Yaradua’ fail-
ure to send a vacation letter to the National
Assembly leadership.

Yaradua left the country in November 2009
to seek medical attention in Saudi Arabiawith-
out communicating his absence to the National
Assembly forcing the lawmakers to pass a reso-
lution declaring Goodluck Jonathan as Acting
President.

The billwhich was read for a firsttime on the

floor ofthe Senate yesterday is slated for debate
and third reading today.

Also, majority senators yesterday supported
the amendment ofSection 221 ofthe 1999 Con-
stitution to enable independent candidates con-
test during the 2011 general elections.

Senate President David Mark said, “We will
fast track the amendment process there will be
no voice vote, every Senator will be identified to
vote individually to get the required 2/3 major-
ity! Sponsored by the Deputy Senate President
Ike Ekweremadu and 43 others, the bill seeks
to enable the legislature to empower the Vice
President or Deputy Governor to function in
acting capacity in the absence ofthe occupier of

the respective offices, for reason ofvacation,
ill-health or any other situation of tempo-
rary incapacitation.

Ifthe President isunable or fails to trans-
mits the written declaration within 7 days,
the National Assembly may by a resolution
made by a simple majority ofthe vote of each
House of National Assembly mandate the
vice president to perform the functions of
the office of the President, as Acting Presi-
dent, until the President transmits a letter to
the President of the Senate and the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, that he is
now available to resume his functions as
President.
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Govs'

absence stalls
constitution
review session

By Nasidi A Yahaya

A public hearing by the House of
Representatives ad-hoc commit-
tee on the proposed amendment of
1999 constitution was stalled yester-
day followingthe non-appearance of
state governorsand other stakehold-
ers.

Apparently disturbed by the
absence of the governors, Chair-
man of the ad-hoc committee and
Deputy Speaker of the House of
Representatives Rep Usman Bayero
Nafada sought leave ofthe Speaker
Dimeji Bankole to have the hearing
put offtill next week

The hearing was organized
to collate inputs on the proposed
amendment to sections 76, 116,
132, 145, 146, 178, 190 and 191 of
the 1999 Constitution ofNigeria.

The legislators want a fixed time
for'all election related litigations to
be determined before a new elected
political office holder can be sworn-
in.

They also want to alter Section
145 to make the Vice President or
Deputy Governor to assume duties
in acting capacity in the absence of.
the President or Governor from the
country for aperiod 0f21 days or in
the event oftemporal or permanent
incapacitation.

The lawmakers also want to
make it mandatory for the president
and governors to transmit a letter to
the National Assembly in the event
thathe wants to embark on any leave.

Out ofthe 36 states ofthe federa-
tion, only Bauchi, Kwaraand Taraba
sent representatives. Chief Justice
of the Federation Justice Aloysius
Katsina-Alu sen| a representative in
the person ofJustice G. A. Oguntade.

Aondoakaa,
2 others
sued over
contempt

By Atika Balal

A suit has been filed before an
Abuja Federal High Court seek-
ing an order committing former
Attorney General ofthe Federation
(AGF) for contempt by sanction-
ing the deposition of a concocted
counter affidavit filed before the
court on February 8.

Chief Nkereuwem Udofia
Akpan wants the court to com-
mit Michael Aondoakaa alongside
Acting Director, Civil Litigations in
the Federal Ministry of Justice and
one Ndukwe Odiba for contempt
by deposing to falsehood in the
said affidavit.

He is asking for an order of
mandamus directing the Inspector
General of Police to arrest investi-
gate and possibly prosecute the
Aondoakaa alongside the Acting
Director, Mrs. A. O Mbamali and
the deponent Ndukwe Odiba for
offences bothering on treason and
treasonably felony.

He also wants the AGF and
Executive Council of the Federa-
tion or their agents to desist from
spreading provocative remarks
and contrived falsehood that will
overheat the polity.
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By Idris Ahmed

UNITED Bank for Africa has
received further endorsement of
its strong brand strength, rising
161 places to 285th in the latest
ranking of the Top 500 Banking
Brands by the Banker Magazine.

The increase from 451 in 2008
to 285 in the 2009 ranking makes
UBA the second fastest growing
financial brand globally and the
fastest world wide outside the US,
said Kalu Okoronkwo, the bank’
Media Relations officer.

UBA was awarded an “A” rat-
ing in the annual ranking ofbanks
worldwide, with a brand value
estimated at US$322million.

Brand value was arrived at
through a discounted cash flow
methodology based on estimated
future royalties.

The survey benchmarked the
strength, risk and potential of a
brand, relative to its competitors,
on ascale ranging from AAA to D,
similarto acredit rating. The data
used to calculate the ratings came
from various sources including
Bloomberg, annual reports and
brand finance research.

UBA currently operates in
16 countries including Nigeria,
Ghana, Uganda, Cameroon, Cote
d’lvoire, Liberia, Sierra Leone,
Senegal, Burkina Faso, Chad,
Benin, Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia,
Gabon, and Guinea together with
presence in New York, London
and Paris.

Power
supply drops
to 2,500mw

Continued from page 1

100,000 barrels ofwet condensate

by February 20, further supply
of dry condensate would not be
guaranteed. It is only by so doing
that the gas plants at Oben and
Sapele which are currently shut
down would be reopened, Shell
stated in the letters addressed to
the two Ministers. «

Daily Trust findings show
that there may be further drop in
power generation in the country
as a result ofthe degeneration in
gas supply from the six sources of
gas supply in the country, namely
Chevron-1, Chevron-2, Sapele
gas plant, Ugheli gas plant as well
as the ones located at Oben and
Utorogu.

For instance, it was gathered
that although 185million stand-
ard cubic feet (mscfd) of gas per
day is expected from Chevron
Escravos-1, nothing is currently
forthcoming from there. Simi-
larly, the Chevron Escravos-2
gas plant is expected to supply
1300mscfd per day but is cur-
rently supplying nothing while
the Sapele gas plant which has
the capacity to supply 50million
mscfd is also currently undersup-
plying.

RSTOSIs

Jonathan: |did notapprove N300bn for rallies

ACTINY Presitleat Goodluck
Jonathan yesterday refuted allega-
tions that he approved N300 bil-
lion expenditure for pro-Yaradua
rallies and other rallies in his
interest.

Ihe denial was contained in
a statement issued by his Senior
Special Assistant on Media and
Publicity, Mr Ima Niboro.

He also refuted the allegation
that members of the National
Assembly were bribed to pass the
resolution making him the Acting
President and Commander-in-
Chiefofthe Armed Forces.

The statement reads: “Today,
the first installment of the
planned and well coordinated
media onslaught against the

Six-man

Continued from page 1

terdays council meeting at the
Presidential Villa, Minister of
Foreign Affairs Minister Ojo
Maduekwe presented a memo
asking the council to invoke Sec-
tion 144 ofthe 1999 Constitution
and request the Senate President
and the House Speaker to consti-
tute amedical panel to ascertain if
the president ispermanently inca-
pable of discharging his duties
due to ill-health.

A source at the meeting said
Federal Capital Territory Minis-
ter Mohamed Adamu Aliero was
the first to speak out against the
memo, saying it would be harsh
forthe FEC to invoke Section 144
when it is yet to send a delegation
to visit the ailing president. He
suggested that the council should
send emissaries in order to ascer-
tain the condition ofthe President

Ac'ting President, Dr Goodluck
Jonathan, was published in a
national newspaper.

“It was alleged that he
approved the expenditure of a
whopping N300 billion for both
pro-YarAdua rallies and those
that were in his interest. “The
report also claimed that mem-
bers of the National Assembly
were bribed to do their patriotic
duty to save the nation from drift.

“It can be recalled that a few
days ago, there was an allegation
of a purported release of 2 bil-
lion dollars from the excess crude
account to governors to facilitate
their endorsement of Jonathan as
acting president.

‘While we commend the

and at the same tijne, convey for-
mal appreciation to the authori-
ties of Saudi Arabia for hosting
the President. Alieros sugges-
tion, sources said, was supported
by Works Minister Dr. Hassan
Lawal, and the council thereafter
resolved to constitute acommittee
to visit the ailing President.
Briefing reporters shortly after
the meeting presided over by Act-
ing President Goodluck Jonathan,
Minister of Information and
Communications Professor Dora
Akunyili said the constitution of
the committee was the “unani-
mous decision of the council.”
She said “Council constituted a
six-man team to go to Saudi Ara-
bia to visit Mr. President and his
family. I he team will also convey
aformal appreciation ofthe coun-
try to the King of Saudi Arabia.”
She said the team would leave the
country as soon as they secure

Chairman of the Governors
Forum, Dr Bukola Saraki, for
dealing satisfactorily with that
allegation in arejoinder, itisinter-
esting to note that 2 billion dollars
translate to roughly N300 billion.
“There is therefore no ques-
tion that both allegations emanate

from the same source.
We know those behind these

publications. Nigerians have
come to know them as careerists
in power.

But we see them as misguided
elements determined to exceed
their call of duty and play God
over the affairs of the nation.

'They are wicked
ungodly and their time is up!

“Never again, must we allow'

and

FCteam to visit Yar'adua

their visas.

Yesterdays decision was the
first time that the FEC, made up
exclusively of Yaradua-appointed
ministers and advisers, agreed to
take any concrete step to ascer-
tain the ailing rulers health status,,
nearly three months since he left
the country to seek medical atten-
tion in Jeddah. On three previous
occasions, FEC merely declared
that the presidents absence from
the country did not amount to
incapacitation. Things how-
ever began to change from last
week, when the National Assem-
bly, by a unanimous resolution,
installed Vice President Goodluck
Jonathan as Acting President.

It is not at all clear if the FEC
team will be able to see Yaradua
when they get to Jeddah. Among
the many delegations that went
there in recent weeks and failed
to see him were several state gov-

our nation to be strangulated by
a privileged few who will rather
fiddle with our commonwealth
while the nation burns.

“We are aware that they have
set aside a huge war chest in bil-
lions ofnaira to bring the Jonathan
acting presidency to disrepute by
any means possible.

“It is therefore hardly surpris-
ing that as corny as these allega-
tions obviously sound, they still
get mention in our media space.

“We are fully on the tracks of
this so called group; this unfortu-
nate band of liars. In the fullness
of time, they shall be brought to
book. We find no need to dignify
the N300 billion allegation with a
response.” (NAN)

ernors, his private secretary, PDP
national chairman Vincent Ogbu-
lafor and his deputy, as well as a
7 member House of Representa-
tives delegation.

Meanwhile, the Acting Presi-
dent has said that the country
would explore power generation
from coal in the next 18 to 24
months.

Akunyili saidthis ather brief-
ing, which-was jointly*addressed
by her colleagues, from Aviation,
Dr Babatunde Omotoba; Trans-
port, Ibrahim Bio and Internal
Affairs, Ademola Seriki.

“In the course of the meeting,
the acting president directed that
within the week, he will meet with
the Ministers of Mines and Steel,
Power and Petroleum with a view
to fashioning out ways ofgenerat-
ing power from coal in the next
18 to 24 months in the country,”
she said.
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Nasarawa tops World Bank's rating on health projects

From Hir Joseph, Lafia

NASARAWA State is atop the
World Bank chart in the imple-
mentation ofthe Health Systems
Development Projects (HSDP)
in the country, the joint mission
of representatives of the bank
and those of the Federal Minis-
try of Health have said.
Following this rating, the
state will draw down additional
funds to the tune of$3.5 million

Sultanate
c'ttee collects
N6ém for Jos
crisis victims

From Rakiya A Muhammad, Sokoto

RELIEF materials and cash worth
over N6 million have been col-
lected by the committee set up
by the Sokoto Sultanate Council
tb help victims of the recent Jos
crisis, the chairman ofthe com-
mittee has said.

Chairman of the commit-
tee Prof. Sambo Wali who dis-
closed this in Sokoto yesterday
said the relief materials included
60 bundles of roofing sheets and
300 bags of assorted food items
such as rice, millet, guinea corn
as well as 800 bags of cement,
among others. He said over N2
million cash would be presented
in aid of the victims. Professor
Wali added that 537 bags of used
clothes and foot wears were also
presented to the committee for
onward submission to the Mus-
lim victims of the crisis.

He said four articulated
trucks left Sokoto yesterday with
the materials to be submitted
to the Emir of Wase Dr Haruna
Abdullahi for onward presenta-
tion to the victims.

Lack of qualified
teachers worries Kebbi

From Ismaii Adebayo, Birnin Kebbi

LACK of qualified teachers has
been identified as a setback for
the educational advancement of
Kebbi State. Professor Tijjani M.
Bande expressed this at the launch
of the N 100 million appeal fund
for reconstruction of the Adamu
Augie College ofEducation Library
which was recently burnt.

He said apart from lack of qual-
ified teachers, the challenges fac-
ing education in the state included
dilapidated infrastructure, short-
age of technical capacity for reha-
bilitation and construction. He
said education in Kebbi could be
improved if fhese challenges are
addressed.

Professor Bande noted that
government alone should not
be expected to do everything all
the time, because it has limited
resources, with a wide range of
competing uses. He said there
was the need to compliment the
efforts of government in meeting
the socio-economic needs of the
people.

from the World Bank to complete
the health sector projects which
were awarded for execution
upon the release of $1.5 million
in 20009.

Director of Planning,
Research and Statistics of the
Federal Ministry of Health Dr.
Mohammed Leke who led the
World Bank task team leader in
Nigeria, Mrs.

Ann Okigbo, and othermem-
bers ofthe mission to Lafia yes-
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terday, told Governor Aliyu
Akwe Doma that the rating was
the fall out of the days of project
assessment in the areas they were
located.

The team had visited among
other projects, the School of
Nursing and Midwifery, Lafiaand
the General Hospital in Doma
where work was still on going.
“We are going round to see what
is happening with the projects
at the state level. Nasarawa State

is the first point of visit. This is
because Nasarawa has done so
well, more than states that much
more funds were released to
them. We are impressed with the
level ofimplementation.
Nasarawa was the least state
the funds were released to, which
is $1.5 million whereas other
stateshad well over $5 million.
Yet, the state has done so well.
We are impressed”, said Dr. Leke.
He also disclosed that the

first lady, Hajiya Ralia Domas
pet project, the Breast and Cer-
vical Centre located in Lafia has
attracted the attention ofthe team
which has made recommenda-
tions for the centre to be visited
for future considerations.
Governor Doma said he was
pleased with the analysis and
assessment ofthe team and prom-
ised his government’ increased
commitment and determination
towards completing the projects.

GOVERNOR Peter Obi of Anambra State (right) with Executive Director, Springbank Pic Dr. Kabir Ahmed who visited him at the Gov-

ernment House, Awka, recently.

Don't tamper with
scholarships - Gov

From Muhammad Bello, Port Harcourt

RICH indigenes of Rivers State have been advised not to tamper with
scholarship opportunities provided to poor indigenes of the state.

Governor Chibuike Amaechi gave the advice while announcing the
names of indigenes of Gokana who have benefitted from the various
categories of the state government scholarship scheme.

He appealed to the rich to stop hijacking the scholarships from the
children of the poor who needed them most. The governor said to
make sure that the scholarships getto the poor, he would ask the Rivers
Sustainable Development Agency to conduct tests in the rural schools

rather than just staying in Port Harcourt to announce interviews for

the scheme.

“The idea isto get to the poor men’s children in the rural commu-

nities and get them trained in good schools where big menk children
attend so that they can compete with them”, he said.

Answering questions from journalists, the governor said govern-

ment would soon advertise for recruitment of qualified teachers to fill
the gaps in the system while free school uniforms and books are to be
provided in public primary and secondary schools in the state. The

governor also hinted that over N3 million had been released to settle the
arrears of pensions while the Ministry of Finance is to ensure regular

payment of pensions.

Gombe puts N100m
iInto drug revolving fund

From Aliyu M. Hamagam, Gombe

THE Gombe State government
has injected over N 100 million
into the states drug revolving
fund as part of its effort to make
access to healthcare delivery easy
to all in the state, the state Com-
missioner of Health Dr. Umar Isa
Hinna has said.

Hinna said yesterday while
speaking with our correspondent
that the revolving fund had an
initial capital base of N60 million
which was increased to N110 mil-
lion this year.

According to him, it is neces-
sary for government to improvise
ameans ofselling drugs to people
at affordable prices since it is not
possible to dispense drugs free of
charge.

In a related development,
the commissioner said there
were about 800 indigenes of the

state that were given automatic
employment while undergoing
various health related courses in
higher institutions of learning
across the country.

GOV. Danjuma Goje
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Saraki
SWears In
Chief of
Staff, special
advisers

From Mustafa Abubakar, llorin

KWARA State Governor Bukola
Sarakt yesterday swore-in a sub-
stantive Chief of Staff as well as
four additional Special Advisers.

Dr Ali Babatunde Ahmad,
who was the Senior Special Assist-
ant to the Governor is now the
Chief of Staff. The four Advisers
include Alhaji Musa Abdullahi,
v/ Architect Tunji Ayodele, Chief J.B
Ogunrinola and Mr James Kolo.

At the swearing in ceremony,
Governor Saraki said hisadmin-
istration  was determined to
ensure the growth and develop-
ment ofthe state.

He charged the newly
appointed officers to be commit-
ted, saying the task before them
was very challenging.

“The Special Advisers are to
take charge of specific schedules
aimed at improving the living
condition of the people and to
make appropriate recommen-
dations to the government. | am
happy to inform you that they are
people ofimpeccable character”,
he said.

He also urged them to be cou-
rageous, principled and transpar-
entin the discharge oftheir duties,
adding that the state government
would create an enabling environ-
ment for them to perform their
duties.

“It is therefore my belief that
you will all reciprocate this good
gesture by working assiduously
to pursue governments goal
and objectives in your various
offices” he added.

In his acceptance speech on
behalfofthe appointees, the newly
appointed Chiefof Staffsaid they
would be loyal and dedicated in
the discharge oftheir duties.

Thursday, February 18, 2010

Cross Rivertoclose200 schools

From Muhammad Bello, Port Harcourt

THE Cross River State govern-
ment has concluded plans to close
down 200 private schools in the
state.

The Commissioner for Educa-
tion Professor Offiong E. Offiong
who disclosed this to newsmen

yesterday at the weekly media
interaction maintained that the
affected schools whose names
would soon be published failed
to meet the basic requirements of
having Physics, Chemistry, Biol-
ogy and Computer laboratories, a
library and an Assembly hall with
adequate classrooms as recom-

mended by the team of inspec-
tors that went on an assessment
of the schools.

He said the exercise which
would be conducted yearly will
help check the proliferation of
private schools who were more
interested in making money, than
ensuring quality education. The

ministry also decided that hence-
forth, all primary school teach-
ers in the state must possess a
National Certificate of Examina-
tion (NCE) while every secondary
school teacher must have a Bach-
elors degree or a Post Graduate
Diploma (PGD) in Education or
related discipline.

PIC: FELIX ONIGBINDE

Nigerian arraigned over burning of Zamfara village

From Sadeeq Aliyu, Gusau

TWO persons including a Niger-
ien were yesterday arraigned
before Magistrate Court V in
Gusau,Zamfara State for burning
down Addani, avillage in Mara-
dun Local Government Area of
Zamfara State.

The Police First Informa-
tion Report said sometime last
year, the district head of Goran
Namaye told the Maradun Local
Government Council that the
accused persons, Abubakar Dan-
isa alias Danbuzu from Niger

NUT disagrees with LG boss on

teachers'salary

From Kehinde Akinyemi, Abeokuta

THE Nigeria Union of Teachers
(NUT) has disagreed with the
Chairman of ljebu-East Local
Government Area of Ogun State
Mr. Tunde Oladunjoye on his call
for the state Joint Account Alloca-
tion Committee (JAAC) and the
State Universal Basic Education
Board (SUBEB) to be scrapped.
Oladunjoye had called for the
scrapping ftfthe two bodies, alleg-
ing that they were responsible for
the inability ofthe local govern-
ment councils to pay the 27.5 per
cent teachers’ salary scale in the
state. But, the state chapter of the
NUT yesterday accused the coun-
cil boss ofbeing self-centered and
attempting to create confusion
and chaos in the primary school
system. The state Chairman ofthe

NUT, Comrade Sam ldowu, while
addressing newsmen in Abeokuta
said the suggestion by Oladunjoye
that each local government coun-
cil should take full responsibilities
ofthe payment of teachers’ sala-
ries is uncalled for.

“If he, and a few local gov-
ernment councils are able to pay
teachers’ salaries, we ask, what
aboutthe urban local government
areas whose monthly allocations
are not enough to pay. We know
how the monthly allocations are
shared at the JAAC meetings
because we are duly represented.
We appeal to him to, in the inter-
est of development in Ogun and
in the interest of the masses that
elected him into office, stop forth-
with his obnoxious campaign
for the scrapping of JAAC and
SUBEB", he said.

Republic and Ibrahim Maigora
conspired with a group of people
and set the village on fire, leading
to the death of five persons.

Although, the reason for their
action is yet to be ascertained,
the prosecutor, Sergeant Daniel
Longwal, told the court that the
accused were charged for crimi-
nal conspiracy, mischief by fire
and culpable homicide contrary
to Section 97, 336 arid 221 of
the Penal Code to which they all
pleaded guilty.

He also told the court that
investigation into the case had

been completed and the case
diary had been sent to the office
ofDirector for Public Prosecution
for legal advice. He then urged the
court to adjourn the case.

Magistrate Halira A.B Mamud
adjourned the case to March,
3 and ordered that the accused
should be remanded in prison till
then.

Still in the same court yes-
terday, three persons Murtala
Abdullahi, Suleman Isa and
Awwalu Sani were charged for
criminal conspiracy, kidnapping
and armed robbery, contrary to

Court adjourns hearing

on Uwazurike

From Johnkennedy Uzoma, Owerri

A High Court in Owerri, Imo
State yesterday adjourned
hearing on the bail application
brought before it by the coun-
sel to the leader of the Move-
ment for the Actualization of
the Sovereign State of Biafra
(MASSOB) Chief Ralph Uwa-
zuruike, who is standing trial
for allegedly abducting one Pas-
cal Okorie. The court presided
over by Justice Goddy Anuniho
yesterday fixed March 1,2010 as
the new date for hearing on the
matter.

He said kidnapping and
abduction carried a death sen-
tence. Before the adjournment,
the prosecutor Barr. Kevin
Nwokorie asked the court to
adjourn the case on the ground
that the registrar had yet to

assign the case to a court. Barr.
Nwokorie said he had already
filed information on the matter.

He said the information was
filed on February 12,2010, about
one month after Uwazurikes
arrest.

Counsel to ChiefRalph Uwa-
zuruike, Barr. Vincent Okpal-
aeke, opposed the motion for an
adjournment, saying nothing new
was attached to the matter.

He said it was the duty of the
prosecution to ensure that justice
was done.

Barr. Okpalaeke described the
motion to adjourn the matter as
aploy to keep the accused incar-
cerated.

According to him, Uwazu-
ruikes willingness to answer the
police on phone was a clear indi-
cation that he was ready for trial
and should be granted bail.

Sections 97, 273 of the Robbery
and Fire arms Act Special Provi-
sion Cap. 398 ofthe Laws of the
Federation.

Police ~prosecutor told the
court that the accused persons
conspired 'and kidnapped one
Lawali Shehu aged 13, at Kwata
area in Gusau where he was
receiving Arabic lessons. They
were also said to have on the same
day, broken into the house ofone
Ibrahim Alfa and robbed him of
his handsets. Their matter was
also adjourned to a later date.

Nasarawa
almajirai get
transit home

From HirJoseph, Lafia

ALMAJIRALI in northern part of
the country now have a transit
home in Lafia,Nassarawa State.
The center was constructed and
furnished to rehabilitate them.

Theprojectwhichwasunveiled
at the weekend by the Centre for
Women, Youth and Community
Action (NACWYCA) is working
with UNICEF to establish child
protection networks in. various
communities in the state.

NACWYCA has targeted
about 500 children for the pro-
gramme.

Director of the center Mr.
Nawani Aboki said the centre
had constituted aproject advisory
committee which meets quarterly
to brainstorm on how to improve
on the center.
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Why many children are out

of school - UBEC

From Hamza Idris, Damaturu

THE Executive Secretary of the
Universal Basic Education Com-
mission (UBEC) Dr Ahmed
Modibbo Mohammed Tuesday
said millions of children are out of
school because of the misappro-

priation of human and material
resources.

He said this in Damaturu at a
workshop on “Transparency and
accountability: Panacea for Effec-
tive Universal Basic Education
Programme organized for educa-
tion secretaries, heads of planning

and other stakeholders in the edu-
cation sector.

Modibbo, who was represented
by Alhaji Umar Njidda, Borno/
Yobe UBEC officer urged the par-
ticipants to work hard to ensure
an effective and efficient educa-
tion system.

presentation of a Coaster bus to the association in Lagos yesterday-

Fire guts boys' hostel in Ji

From Yusha'u A |btahim, DUSE

A fire Tuesday razed a boys’
hostel block at the Federal
Government College (FGC)
Kiyawa in Jigawa State, destroy-
ing property worth millions of
naira.

Some of the students who
spoke to Daily Trust said they
were in class when suddenly
they noticed heavy smoke from
their hostel, indicating that,
there was a fire in the hostel.

“l lost all my belongings to

the fire. The MBSt paiRful thing
is that all my books and JAMB
slip were part of the belong-
ings | lost to the fire. Many of
my colleagues also lost similar
items to the fire”, a student said.

He expressed gratitude to
God that no one was killed or
injured by the fire, but called
on the federal, state and local
governments to come to their
aid, noting the incident would
affect their studies if govern-
ment did not respond on time.

The Principal ofthe College,

Tradersseek army's
help on Bukuru market

From Ahmed Mohammed, Jos

THE Plateau State Traders and
Marketing Association in Jos
South local Government Area
has writtento the General Officer
Commanding 3rd Armoured
Division of the Nigerian Army
General Saleh Maina over plans
to demolish the Bukuru market.
The letter signed by coun-
sel to the association, Barrister
Ahmed Garba, in Jos yesterday
said, “Following the recent crisis
that affected Jos -North and Jos
-South Local Government Areas,

traders atthe Bukuru market lost
property worth billions of naira,
but the Jos South Council with-
out sympathy wants to demol-
ish the market which will cause
the affected families and traders
untold hardship”.

He said the council told the
traders of its intention to demol-
ish the market without follow-
ing due process, adding that the
council suspended all economic
activities ofthe memberswithout
giving them notice, contravening
their rights to public hearing as
enshrined in the constitution.

Mr. Emmanuel Akpan, said the
fire was noticed by the students.
“The students and the school
authorities just woke up in the
morning around 8am 'while the
school was in session to notice
the fire. The entire property in the
hostel were completely destroyed
by the fire” he said.

He said although there was
no loss of life, mattresses, books,
blankets, beddings, JAMB scratch
cards and slips worth millions of
naira were destroyed by the fire.

Akpan who told our corre-

“Transparency and account-
ability for maximum utilization of
all intervention funds allocated for
the basic education programme is
anecessary ingredient to ensure a
brighter future for our children”,
he said.

Chairman of the Yobe State

gawa

§Beﬂggm that the cause of the

fire was yet to be ascertained by
the school authorities, assured
that the students would soon
be relocated to another place to
allow the repair of the hostel.

The state Commissioner for
Education Professor Rugayyah
Ahmad Rufa’i who visited the
school shortly after the incident,
told Daily Trust that state gov-
ernment would facilitate the
intervention of the Federal
Government which owns the
school.

Universal Basic Education Board
(YUBEB) Alhaji Suleiman Jaji said
corruption was also responsible for
the poor quality ofeducation.

He called on the participants to
take advantage ofthe workshop to
improve basic education delivery
in the state.

Police parade
robbery
suspects at
Lagos
Airport

From Nahimah Ajikanle, Lagos

THE Airport Police Com-
mand yesterday paraded three
suspected armed robbers after
arresting four criminals with dan-
gerous weapons on motorcycles
along the Murtala Muhammed
Airport road.

Police Commissioner, Air-
port Command Mr Danazumi
Doma said one of the suspects
was still at large as he escaped
while the police attempted arrest
them on Tuesday.

According to Doma, the four
suspects were riding on a com-
mercial motorcycle when inter-
cepted by his men.

He said during interrogation,
one ran away while military cam-
ouflage uniform and belt, knives
and other dangerous weapons
were found with the remaining
three.

Doma disclosed that the flee-
ing suspect escaped into a crowd,
making it difficult to arrest him,
stressing that detectives had com-
menced a manhunt for the sus-
pect.

He said the three suspects had
been transferred to the Airport
Command Criminal Investiga-
tion Department (CID) for fur-
ther investigation and possible
prosecution.

NLC, AC back Kaduna health workers on strike

From Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

AS the strike by health workers in
Kaduna State enters its fourth day
today, the Nigerian Labour Con-
gress (NLC) and the Action Con-
gress (AC) in the state have declared
support for the workers, saying the
state government should fulfil
pledges made in the Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) signed
with the workers.

The workers commenced the
strike following the failure of the
state government to implement the
November 17, 2009 agreement it
entered with the union. The AC
in a statement signed by its Public-
ity Secretary Barrister Mohammed
Musa Soba condemned the man-

jii>> Mi—minr"

ner in which the state government
responded to the strike. It said the
workershad the rightto demand for
their entitlements.

“While we sympathize widi the
poor people of Kaduna State who
are victims of the face off, we must
also understand the dilemma of
the health workers in dealing with
an insensitive administration that
places priority on frivolities and
unnecessary executive luxury,” he
said.

The party said the strike action
had exposed the “hypocrisy ofthe
free health care propaganda” ofthe
state government vis-a-vis the huge
amount of money being sunk into
the health sector in the state.

“The threats ofdismissal against

the striking health workers by the

state government and the militari-
zation ofthe health sector are prim-
itive and dictatorial and have no

place in a democratic dispensation.

The government should eschew?
the toga of arrogance and respect
the terms ofthe MOU it voluntar-
ilyentered with the workersin order
to save the lives ofthe people ofthe
state,” the party said. The NLC in

a letter to Governor Mohammed

Namadi Sambojointly signed by the
state chairman and secretary, Com-
rade Daniel Bissala and Comrade

Henry U. Shekarau respectively,

called for the quick intervention

of the state government in order to
douse down the tension created by
the ongoing strike.
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USjury convicts
Igerian on
fraud charges

A 3l-year-old Nigerian
man could face up to 20
years in prison after being
convitted Tuesday of
charges related to running
advance free fraud scams
for live years, according
to the U.S. Department of
Justice.

Okpako Mike Diam-
reyan lived in' Nigeria,
Ghanaand the US. between
August 2004 and August
2009, running scams that
involved sending e-mails
and making phones calls in
order to perpetrate advance
free fraud, technology news
service PCWorld reported.

The scams try to entice
victims into sending money
with the false promise
they’ll receive agreater sum
of money in the future.

Diamreyan posed as a

government or bank offi-
cial, sending fake docu-
ments to victims in order
to persuade them to send"
money via money transfer
services such as Western
Union. Prosecutors alleged
“‘numerous” victims sent
money to Diamreyan, both
directly and indirectly.
Diamreyan is scheduled
for sentencing in U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the District
of Connecticut on May 7.
He could also face a fine of
$250,000 for each of three
wire fraud counts, the jus-
tice department said.
Advance fee fraud scams
have existed for many years,
but fraudsters have been
able to canvas an ever-
increasing number ofpeo-
ple using spam e-mail. The
type of scam is also known

as 419 fraud, named after
part of the Nigerian crimi-
nal code that deals with
fraud.

Advance fee frauds are
believed to be a multi-bil-
lion dollar industry, but
prosecutions are rare. Tech-
nology companies such as
Microsoft and Yahoo have
filed some lawsuits due to
the use of their brands in
a version of the scam that
falsely informs potential
victims theyve won a lot-
tery run by the companies.

The top three countries
for advance fee fraud losses
in 2009 were the US. at
$2.1 billion, UK. at $1.2
billion and China at $936
million, according to fig-
ures released last month by
Ultrascan, a Dutch private
investigations company.

Nigeria gets anti-terror software

By Abdulkadir Badsha Mukhtar

THE Netherlands has
donated “Eison Software
Kit” to the Nigerian Immi-
gration Service to enhance
its fight against terrorism
and other cross border
crimes.

Briefing reporters
shortly after meeting with
the Ambassador of Neth-
erlands to Nigeria, the
Comptroller General of
Immigration Mr. Chukwu-

rah Udeh said the software
is for detecting criminals
on their way out or into the
country.

“They promised they
want to strengthen what-
ever we are doing by given
us equipments to reinforce
our fight against illegal
migration, and that is what
they come to actualised
today,” he said.

The software, accord-
ing to Udeh, would help
the immigration uncover

and unveil “elements” that
would come in any form
“be they terrorist, identity
fraudsters, illegal migra-
tions” among others.

The equipments are to
be installed at the Nnamdi
Azikiwe International
Airport  Abuja, Mur-
tala Muhammad Airport
Lagos, Port Harcourt Air-
port, Aminu Kano Interna-
tional Airport, and Immi-
gration Training School
Kano.

Japan approves NIOm for rural water supply

By Aisha Umar

THE Japanese Grassroots Human Security
Projects yesterday signed a NIOmillion
contract with the Community Based Devel-
opment NGO Forum (CBD-NGO forum)
for the implementation ofa project for the
improvement ofrural water situation and

sanitation.

Japan Ambassador to Nigeria Mr. Tos-
hitsugu Eesawa and CBD-NGO forum Pro-
gramme Coordinator Rehab David signed
on behalf of their respective group at the
Japanese embassy in Abuja yesterday.

The project involves building of nine

boreholes and two maintenance tool kits
at Akwanga local government area in Nas-

sarawa State for one year.

The ambassador said Japanese assist-
ance to Nigeria since independence has
amounted to N600 billion ($4.2 billion),
focusing on education and water/sanita-
tion, 103 projects with a total amount of

$5m have been implemented throughout

Nigeria since 1998.

Mrs Rehab David assured the ambas-
sador that her vision is to build a credible
community through water and sanitiza-
tion, adding that she will do a quality work
and spend the money judiciously.

Yar'adua: Group says N/Assembly resolution in order

By Lami Sadtq

THE resolution passed
by the National Assembly
empowering Good luck
Jonathan as acting Presi-
dent is not entirely uncon-
stitutional, a Non Govern-
mental Organisation has
said.

The group, Seven Won-
ders of Democracy, said
through its spokesman

Tom E. Obulu that the deci-
sion ofthe lawmakers is an
actofverbal amendment of
Section 144 ofthe constitu-
tion pending a final one.

Mr Obulu said the res-
olution tallies with the
wishes of the majority of
Nigerians.

He called on Jonathan
to fish out civil servants
who were reported to have
looted the treasury since

ailing President Umaru
\ar adua leftthe country for
medical treatment in Saudi
Avrabia.

The group said the
Acting President should
send a bill to the National
Assembly to make laws on
the recommendation of
Justice Mohammed Uwais
electoral reform report for
good governance and fight
against corruption.
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ADAVAWAS U f COMMUNITY AND SOCIAL DEVELOPIVENT AGENCY (AO-CSDA)
BEQUEST FCR EXPRESSION CF INTEREST fl .
It

(CU\BUt'Fﬂ_I\ﬂ' SERVICES)
HiH tt
1191

CONSULTING SERVICES. 4495-UNI P090S44

A, The Federal Government of Nigeria has received a Credit from the international
DevelopmentAssociation (IDA) towards the implementation of the Community and Social

SJS T tS 2 K CS®? and intendS to app'y part Of ihe pf0Ceedsforconsultancy
now in Mine (9) Lbz\s tn A*Eamav%%mé MS‘CP&? ?5%'3 é&ﬁXﬁYd%E%ﬁrEFdﬁt?%S”\mﬂﬂE'es for

8. OBJECTIVE OF THE SURVEY

The overall objective of fhe survey is to collect and collate baseline information on sampled
fcommunrtiesm Nine (9) ofthe Twenty One (21) LGAs to be considered in fhe first instance
T lt«a™ ! e) S10&f 'srin pfovid,n9 opportunities for intervention by the project and aiso
J S f8d !-S flmpact b!sed GOmPafisor>of pre and post project situation in the

first batch of the assignment

C. SCOPE OF WORK

The consultant (s) is expected to visit She nine (9) Local GovernmentAreas and obtain the
followng general information inrespect ofall the LGAs and communities,

1 NameofLGAand Communities

2. Distance of the community to the LGAHQand State Capital.

3 rrtjterfOn °f Community disa99re9ated into gender / adult / children / ethnicity /

Natural resources features such as land, waterand forests.
cattle anti*others)*”09 P8ttern’ crops' y'e,ds’ domes{ic animats such as sheep goats.

Auvailable infrastructure (Schools, Health Centers and their status, Wafer Supply etc).
Average Household size (Family) disaggregated into gender/adult!children
Average Household income distribution.
Sources of household income/ economicactivities.

10, Socjo-cultural features that influence community economic development such as
marketsays and frequency, focal festivals and historic events.

11, Existing village organizations such as CDAs. CBOs etc.

The following specific information is to be provided:
Economic environment of the communities in the LGAs. This should include but not
to 'he economic activities, the social and cultural factors that influence
ecanorrac development and sharing of common property resources, sources of
livelihood o, families and their income per capita. Specific attention should be placed
ongender and vulnerable group (men, women, youth, disabled, minorities etc}.
a.™ wat8r. QuaMy and changes in parameter within the LGA. Water and soil

and tested Soth at fhe field anﬁ%ﬁbﬁ%e%t%w.rces e.% wells boreholes etc
Structure of formal and informal Institutions and their current roles in community

developmentactivities. y
Agricultural production systems, cropping patterns, yields, household income and
constraints to agricultural productivity.

. .. ®fses®s*atus of resources (land, forests, waferetc) within the LGAs and
tdenHy indicators that coukJ be ussd to monitorchanges. \
Auvailability and quality / condition of infrastructural facilities in 0 sectors such as
education, health, wafer, environmental/ natural resources, rural electrification socio-

hv thlang POrt 1f0adf ' iypes shouW be covered ~tudirsg thos

dytincies Government NGOs, thé/pcommunlty or oﬁ1er deve'lopqmenta

adopted” 60131 PfObtems of concem to  community and mitigation measures being

K SdSSSTf57**LGAS” B s@e*"*> am *m" «m% -
S Provide information on how to develop measurable indicators to be used in impact
evaluation totearn sector.

10 abovefe * compfeher,S(Ve on each of  communities fey LGAs based or* the

i.  Average noofpersons/vehicles plying the existing community road per week,

O, SKILL REQUIREMENT

The study is expected to be conducted by a consultancy firm with personnel possessina

requisite qua*ificai©n and experiencein conducting rural baseline surveys Each member
! should have at least five (5) years post qualification experience. The team

should compose of the following expertise,

h a Socio-Econormst/ Rural Economist/ Rural Sociologist/Agricultural Economist

b ANatural Resourcesexpert/ Environmentalistand

c. AHydrologist

In sedition, the consultancy firmshall work with ihe Agency in designing the questionnaire

and reviewing the collected information to ensure quality and consistency,

E. The Adamawa State Community and Social Development Agency (AD-CSDA) now
invites eligible consultants to indicate their interest in providing the services Interested

information indicating that they are qualified to perform the
services (description of similar assignment, experience insimilar conditions, availability of

qualfficafions am°n9 etC) Consuiten}s maV associate to enhance their

F. Aconsultant will be selected in accordance with the procedures set out in the World
Banks Guidelines; Selection and Employment of Consultants by World Bank grow ers
(current e.ditiopz. Interested consultants may obtain further information at the address
below during office hours 22.00 to 16.00 hours

£' Expre®&®n of Merest must be delivered to the address below by 12 noon not later
than 2 weeks fromthe date ofthis advert, whether by post or hand delivered.

The General Manager,

Adamawa State Community &Social DevelopmentAoencv

No 57, Atiku Abubakar Road.

PMB2110, Yola

Adamawa State

Nigeria.
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' - Federal Inland Revenue Service
15, Sokode Crescent, O ff Michael Okpara
iStreet, Wuse, Zone 5, Abuja.

T he attention of the Federallnland Revenue Service (FIRS) has been drawn
to reports in a section of the media to the, effect that the Federal
Government has approved reductions in the rates of Com panies Incom e

Tax and Personallncom e Tax.

For the avoidance of doubt, the National Tax Policy recently approved by the
Federal Executive Council reflects government’'’s desire to ensure a conducive tax
regime for corporate bodies and individual taxpayers. The overriding philosophy
of the tax policy is to promote fiscal responsibility, deploy taxation to grow the
Nigerian economy, achieve a shift from direct to indirect taxation and institute
structures thatprom ote investm ents.
: I : : :

As is usualin fiscal policy issues with farreaching public im plications, there ought
to be astatutory legislative backing before such policies can come into effect. In the
absence of such legalenactment, the status quo with regards to Com pany Income

Tax and Personallncome Tax stands.

These clarifications have become necessary to avoid misleading corporate and
individual taxpayers. THE CORRECT POSITION AS AT THISM O M ENT IS
THAT THE TOP M ARGINAL RATES FOR COM PANIES INCOM E TAKX
A N D PERSONA AL IN CO M E TA X REM AIN AT 30 % A N D 25 %

RESPECTIVELY UNTILTHELAW S AREAMENDED

Therefore, all corporate and individual taxpayers are to note these clarifications

and ensure com pliance with regard to theirtax obligations.

Signed:
Director corporate Communication Department
Federal Inland ffrvtnue Service.
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Buhari's exit will not affect our victory in 2011 -Shekarau Group

WE, the supporters—f General
Buhari know that he will come
out in 2011 by the grace of God,
and only time will tell, whether
General Buhari’ exit will affect

PDP National Chairman, Chief
Vincent Ogbulafor

Ogbulafor can't
seeYar'adua

CHIEF Ogbulafor could not see
Yaradua because he has a bad
sight and that is why he travelled
to India to check his eyes. These
are facts and those with Ogbulafor
that waited behind could not see
Yaradua because the First Lady,
lurai told them to get permission

from the Saudi Arabia authorities .

before they could see YarAdua,
dead or alive. What exactly ishap-
pening here?

Kotoko

gecaRconsylianis@sympatico.ca

Why do we choose to live in
deceit in this country? All the
same, “This too shall pass away”.
Anything hidden will be made
open, with God impossibilities
will be turned into possibilities. |
fear for our country. Technology
and all the cameras in this world
have failed to show Nigerians the
condition of their president. May
God have mercy.

Da Paul D Gyang

Did Ogbulafor leave for India
because he has eye problem,
which became obvious when he

could not see Yaradua or what?
Rash

This is becoming too much. If
the national chairman of the rul-
ing party cannot see the ailing
president, then who else would
be allowed to?

Joe Bassey

kunizarl2@yahoo.com

Ifyou could not see him, it is
either because he is too small or
your vision is'really poor. | think
it isthe second option, that iswhy
you headed for India to check
your eyes. Maybe, the president
has vanished. | thought you were
one ofthose saying the president
was hale and hearty and that he
will soon be back.

Abdul

onibolaj@yahoo.co.uk

the ANPP or not. We also want
people to know that the time to
doubt General Buhari’ credibil-
ity is over.

Zanna Bukar Baruwa

JOos Hau

panelvindicates us

AJIBOLA is a legal virus capa-
ble of destroying the peace and
progress of not only Nigeria, but
the world. He was infected with
the virus when he started hob-
nobbing with Governor Jang. May
Almighty God help him.

Idris Dahiru

dabukat22@yahoo.com

Hausa Muslims deserve justice
and equity because their great
grandparents settled in Jos and
developed it to its present state.
Go to Ghana, Hausa Muslims,
who are originally from Nigeria
are there with all their rights
given to them. There was a time
a Hausa man was avice president
there. The indigenes should sacri-
fice Jos North and allow the HauSa
Muslims to contest and win elec-
tions.

Barr.Shuwa

alminshuwa65@yahoo.com

The truth is always bitter. Ifwe
must live together as one Nigeria,
we should learn to accept our
faults and turn away from evil.

TanimuAmos

tamamosl@yahoo.com

mukar.zanna@yahoo.com
The exit of our dear leader,

Muhammadu Buhari from the
ANPP has left the party leaders

PRINCE Bola Ajibola

The government should always
try to be fair in all situation. Pos-

in a serious dilemma. But we,
his supporters are solidly behind
him. God Bless Nigeria.
Yahaya Ibn Idris Abu
ibnidrees@gmail. com

terity willjudge those in authority
harshly ifthey do otherwise.
Dankane A. Zamfara

I support Shekarau and would
like to be his South-East cam-
paign organiser.

Obiji Stephen

obijistephen@yahoo.com

sa community: 'Ajibola

dankanel 7f@yahoo. com

Any one setting up an investi-
gative panel has an expectation.
Sothe report must tally with what
is expected. Anything other than
that will not be accepted. It is said
that, he who pays the piper dic-
tates the tune, that is what hap-
pened with the Ajibola panel.

Aminu Usman

aminujae@yahoo.com

Bola Ajibola is biased and a
threat to the peaceful co-exist-
ence ofour great country, Nigeria,
because his panel only acted
according to the wishes and aspi-
rations ofthe Jang government.

Idris H.

idrisharon4real@yahoo.com

May G~d bring an end to pov-
erty in this>country, so that we can
have men who can stand up and
say the truth, no matter what the
consequences would be. For God
sake how can someone like Aji-
bola allow himselfto be used by
Jang and his cohorts?

Mohammed. M. L

mhmd2000ng@yahoo.com

FG probes Boko Haram members'execution

I was shocked when 1saw the
video clip. It made me regret
being a Nigerian. A country
where law enforcement agen-
cies can kill at will, because
they have no value for life. The
authorities cannot protect its
citizen and they pretend not to
know when things like this hap-
pen. They had to be reminded
by foreign countries to protect
their citizens.

Chris Anegode

SRR A

It is really unfortunate that
our leaders are insensitive to
issues affecting the people.

Had Al-Jazeera not released
that horrendous video clip, the
police would have continued to
tell the world lies on how they
quelled the Boko Haram upris-
ing.

It is now clear that they are
not only amateurs, but are also
barbaric in their approach to
issues.

If the government is seri-
ous, such police men would be
allowed charged for genocide.

Haro

harpismai\@yanog.com. .

| see no reason why Nigerian
authorities did not take action
on what happened in Maiduguri
last year, why did they wait till
now. The youths are losing con-
fidence in the nation’s leaders.
ALISKE

AlIskeZ L, G099, SO v nin

The Inspector General of
Police should please speed up
this investigation and punish
those involved appropriately.
That video brought tears to my
eyes. It should not be ignored,
but thoroughly investigated. Itis
also an indictment on the Nige-
rian media that wasted all their
resources looking for issues that
could divide Nigeria.

Gladstone Oghonna

ogladstone@yahoo.co.uk

THE late Mohammed Yusuf, leader of Boko Haram sect
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OPINION

By Usen Uduak

Suldl\gmaml\/(udlat?

tsnot the best oftimes for Nigeria.
Atbest, itisat acrossroads. From
a sick but recalcitrant President
and most ofhis retinue ofaides to
a biting fuel scarcity and Shylock
black marketers who smile to the banks
at the expense of the masses, to the list-
ing of Nigeria among United States
watch list, a nation cant be in a lousier
situation than we have been for some-
time now. But thank God the National
Assembly has come to the rescue,
i s Instructively, perhaps, nothing set
'the country up for a bad start as the
Farouk Mutallab saga. It reverberated
from one end of the world to the other,
drawing a deserved ire and condemna-
tion, doing more damage to our already
image deficit. Now every Nigerian,
just for the singular “crime” of being a
Nigerian, must be dissected, naked, at
international airports around the world,
especially if he is US-bound. That is a
typical case ofone oily finger soiling the
rest.

It is however noteworthy that the
measure we are receiving over the
Mutallab wahala is the portion of a
people whenever they fail to do what
they are supposed to do and do things
they arent supposed to do. After all, we
can be sure US would not have swiftly
listed South Africa or Ghana on terror

Infact, Farouk started hisjour-
ney from Ghana and passed
through the Netherlands; yet,
to the US, these nationals are
among the saints

watch list if their national was involved.
In fact, Farouk started his journey from
Ghana and passed through the Nether-
lands; yet, to the US, these nationals are
among the saints. But while the world
hates and derides us, we even do worse
to ourselves. We have dressed ourselves
in a rats clothing. So, who would blame
the big cat called US for coming after us?
Yes, we have left our farms unweeded,
and the serpents ofreproach and insults
have taken over.

T he debates around whether or
not Alhaji Mutallab, Farouk’
father deserves a national award

tells it all. It is unavoidable to identify

him as father of the bomber. But how
else would the world now identify him
most easily? How many people around
the world know or now remember that
this gentleman was once a former Min-
ister (Secretary) in the Federal Cabinet
ofNigeria when such Office conferred a
lot ofrespect on the occupier. How many
now remember that he is an immediate
past Chairman of one of our foremost
banks and a peaceable Muslim? But
can we# sincerely begrudge the world
when we, his fellow countrymen and
women, seam to have forgotten, hence
the debates that have trailed the Deputy
Senate Presidentsmotion that a national
honour be conferred on the man?
Apart from a write-up posted on a

Nigerian online community website

by one of our many never-come-home

siblings in the Diaspora whose main
preoccupation and contributions to

nation-building is armchair criticisms,
I also read a letter to the editor of one
the newspapers. The writer contended
that it was dishonourable and frivolous
to have called for a national honour on
Alhaji Mutallab and that “In a country
where truth is a scarce commodity, it
becomes athing to applaud when some-
one tells the truth to save his own neck
and that ofhis members.” Thatisagriev-
ous point of misjudgement.

The truth is if there was anybody
who tried to prevent the December 25
incident, it was Mutallab the father.
He gave out a very vital information-
painful as it were- that his son (not his
neighbour’ son, for God’ sake!) may
have fallen into the hands of religious
extremists. That information, from all
good sense of reasoning, could not just
have been to save his neck and that of
his family.

A nd even if indeed that was his
purpose, it doesnt obliterate
the fact that his action mitigated

our embarrassment in no small meas-

e. "lo talk down on Ekweremadu’s

prayer for the conferment of a national
honour on Alhaji Mutallab translates
to a grievous underestimation of the
import of his action. Look at it this
way: Alhaji Mutallab informed the US
Embassy and Nigerian security authori-
ties he was no longer comfortable with
his son’ extreme views and ways, but it
apparently fell on deaf ears or the con-
cerned authorities in US and Nigeria
underestimated it. Again, President
Obama admitted his people failed on
that one, but it did not stop him from
listing Nigeria on the US terror watch
list alongside notorious states like
Somalia, Irag, Pakistan, Afghanistan,
etc. Isit not reasonable to conclude that
but for that proactive action, we would
have been listed among States Sponsor-
ing Terrorism (by US standards) such
as Cuba, Iran, Syria, etc and also faced
graver international sanctions and dis-
positions?

But | have another idea. If we must
agree with the opinion that someone
who did the right thing does not deserve
a national honour, then let us award it
to those who failed in their duties. Let
us honour Obama for putting us on ter-
ror watch list even though he admitted
his country failed in that instance. Let
us honour the US security agencies for
failing to share and act on intelligence as
was admitted by Obama. Let us give itto
the US Embassy here and the US Immi-
gration for not withdrawing Farouk’
visa pending full investigation into
his fathers warning. Let us award it to
most Nigerian parents who would have
regarded giving away such information
asdriving adeadly nail against their sons
future. Let us even give it to all those who
have mismanaged Nigeria and her edu-
cational system for ages forcing parents
who can afford it to scatter their children
overseas, away from parental guide and
watch, in search ofquality education. In
fact, let us even reassemble Obasanjo’s
host offormer cooks and stewards in his
Villa days that received national hon-
ours in 2006 and upgrade their awards.
For all we care, Mutallab and Senator
Ike Ekweremadu can go to Jos, Borno
or Bauchi ifthey feel so Boko-harassed.

Uduak wrotefrom Abuja.
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By Farouk Ibrahim

100 days on, remembering Abubakar Abba Umar

CC It is not how long one lived,
but how well” that is impor-
tant, wrote a mourner on the
condolence register. Abu-

, bakar Abba Umar had his life
gruesomely terminated at the age of
42, 0n 11th November 2009 at Utako
Districtin Abuja. His killers were not
contentwith fracturing his skull with
a bullet; they also used uncommon
incendiary material to immolate him
jnside his car. What remained were
barely ash and pieces of crumbling
bones.

Abba, as he was called by friends
and family members, was an excep-
tionally gifted, honest and hard-
working individual. Although he
was the first law student to graduate
with a first class in the faculty at the
University of Maiduguri in 1992, he
never attended primary or secondary
school. He missed both but was able
to educate himselfat home.

His father who was an eminent
Islamic scholar wanted Abba to fol-
low in his footsteps. Even at tender
age Abba was able to memorize a
lot of Arabic texts. But he opted for
Western education. Family members
recall him buying Basic English and
mathematics textbooks. Later on
he enrolled at the Arabic Teachers
College in Gombe and later in Mai-
duguri from where he proceeded to
College of Legal Studies Yola where
he emerged with adistinction. Even-
tually he made it to the University of

Asifhehada
premonition that
hewes about to
leave this world

Maiduguri where he got a first class
and won many prizes in 1992.

Abbas sojourn took him to Lagos
for his National Youth Service Corp
with the National Deposit Insurance
Corporation (NDIC) in 1994. He
did so well as a corps member that
he was retained. His former boss
Ahmed Almustapha remembered as
someone who would not close from
work until his boss did. He was so
impressed with Abba’ performance
thaj when he was appointed Regis-
trar-General of Corporate Affairs
Commission he made Abba his Spe-
cial Assistant in 2001.

B oth men began the task of
transforming the CAC from a
corruption-ridden enclave to a

world-class organization.

Known for his vociferous stand
against graft, Abba made sure that
who engaged in it in the organisa-
tion never got a second chance. That
actually turned out to be his undo-
ing. When former president Oba-
sanjo muted the idea of setting up
the EFCC, Malam Nuhu Ribadu, its
chairman, took Abba on board to
draft what later became the EFCC
law. He also became one ofthe board

members ofthe EFCC. With his new
role at the EFCC, life became miser-
able for lawyerswho forged CAC cer-
tificates. He handed each that came
his way to the EFCC forprosecution.

Afterthe recentdisclosure ofbank
debtors by the current CBN Gover-
nor Sanusi Lamido Sanusi, some of
the big debtors who were equally
rich and influential wanted the CAC
to illegally amend the share value of
their companies. They faced a stum-
bling block in Abba in his position
as Special Assistant to the Registrar
General.

A friend did an assessment of his
personal security and advised him to
leave the CAC along with his former
boss last June, arguing that he would
become easy target of the opponents
of hisl former boss. On the other
hand, where there appeared to laxity
on the part of the new team at CAC,
his personal safety would be at risk
too.

Few months after the take-over,
things began to go sour; he sensed
that his presence there was not being
tolerated. He told his family mem-
bers of his fears.

H e planned to take a breather
by going to Harvard for a
higher degree. He would

apply for study leave, which he

decided that ifit was not granted, as
he suspected would be the case, he
would simply resign. On the night

November 11, 2009, before he could

put his plans into action, his assail-

ants struck

Abba was a dev<vut Muslim who
never missed his prayers.

He had just completed construct-
ing a beautiful mosque in Gembu
powered by solar panels, first of its
kind in his native Taraba state. As
ifhe had a premonition that he was
about to leave this world, he hurried
the project and expended a large
chunk ofhis savings on it.

Those who will feel the pain of
Abbak departure include the many
widows and orphans he had been
assisting Financially.

Less than a year before he was
killed, he also expended a good
part of his savings on paying for a
poor 14-year old to have a cochlear
implant. The poor boy reacted to
some antibiotic after a severe illness
and lost his hearing as a result. He
had to drop outofschool for over five
years. He was taken to the school for
the deafbut he was not making much
progress. Abba managed to save
some money to pay for the surgery.
Today, the boy could hold aconversa-
tion on the phone!

Abba did many other things to
help people in need when he could;
yet he left very little material wealth
that could barely take care of his
immediate family.

May Allah have mercy on his
soul and grant him eternal rest, and
expose his Killers before the entire
world. Itis 100 days to the day today
since this brilliant young man was so
senselessly and brutally killed; those
responsible are still at large.

Ibrahim wrote from Asokoro,
Abuja.
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Who says Jonathan
can'treturn
to his VP post?

W hen | read The
Guardians Febru-
ary 6, 2009, page
14 story “South-

Sputh: Who Succeeds Jonathan?”,

the writer named those waiting

in the wings for the post of Vice
president as limi Alaibe (former

NDDC Managing Director),

James lbori (former governor

of Delta State) and Peter Odili

(former governor of Rivers State).

I am tempted to ask The Guard-

ian and the writer who told them

that Jonathan, after being acting

President (without making him

a substantive one) for the period

left for YarAdua, would not be

considered as the Vice President
for another presidential candidate

Thursday, February 18, 2010

from the north come 2011 -going
by the zoning system?

Tostart with none ofthe names
suggested in The Guardian article
merits the position VP of Nigeria
under PDP should Jonathan
decline to be. We have all heard
from an ex-militant (General
Boyloaf) who claimed that the
first N20 million he got to form
his militant garrison came from
Alaibe when the latter was with
the NDDC. ltis ironic to suggest
James Ibori, who is facing serious
legal challenges on corruption-
related cases. How about Peter
Odili, who most Nigerians accuse
ofpromoting the militancy in the
Niger Delta for personal political
exigencies? It is alleged that Odili
cannot visit his village in Rivers
State for fear of being attacked
because of his perceived conduct
while in the Port Harcourt Gov-
ernment House. Like lbori, he
too is facing serious graft-elated

Text us on 08131 800030

These polymer notes...
NIGERIANS are deceived every-
day the emergency polymer naira
notes in the N20 and N50 denom-
inations are fading to white paper.
You mean the CBN guys havent
noticed?

MONA, Karu, 08036048730.

Wishful thoughts

I’'M very sure ifPresident Yaradua
were around, the excess crude oil
money would have been shared in
accordance with due process, and
notin the promotion ofsome self-
ish agenda.

08036573800.

Hausa can't be settlers’
language

THE indigenes of Plateau State
should tell us why do they use
Hausa in communicating, when
that language is a settlers’ lan-
guage? Ifyou asked the Berom to
convey a message for you to the

Angas man, he definitely would
use Hausa asmedium ofcommu-
nication. Why? How does every
indigene understand and speak
that language when it is a settlers’
language?

EDWARD, Bukuru, Plateau
State, 08137803474.

We knew this all the time
EVEN before the Aljazeera video
clip on the extrajudicial killing of
unarmed people, Nigerians knew
that the Boko Haram leader and
his father-in-law were most likely
murdered by the police. What was
done about that?

EAmans, 08036520161.

Still on Ajibola’s panel

WE should not blame the eru-
dite legal icon for reaching such
conclusions. When the oppos-
ing party boycotted the panel
instituted by the state, what do
you expect from him? Ajibola
only acted based on the report

charges in court.

Nigeria deserves the respect
of the international community.
Even if there should be need to
look for VP stuff in the south-
south region (should Jonathan
decline), and if Nigeria agrees that
such position should come from
ex-governors, what about those
Jonathans counterparts, former
governors who walk the streets
freely with clean records?

Jonathan is eminently quali-
fied to return to his Vice-Presi-
dent seat as provided by zoning
come 2011, more so if he com-
pleted his Pfesidency on acting
capacity. There is nothing wrong
with that, after all we all remem-
ber how (even) a substantive Pres-
ident in South Africa later served
as a Vice-President to Dr. Nelson
Mandela’ presidency.

Dr Ahmed Mustapha, Plot
1239Daura Road Katsina (Mus-
taphaa27@yahoo.com)

submitted by those who were
willing to submit their posi-
tions. No amount of cheap
blackmail can soil Ajibolasrep-
utation.

IDRIS, Yola, 08030583696.

No reason to complain

IF the Hausa community were
serious, they should havre joined
in the public sittings ofthe Ajibola
panel, and perhaps issue aminor-
ity report, if they disagreed with
the main findings. But to begin to
cry foul is our style ofnot accept-
ing the truth, but trivialising eve-
rything.

TANKO, Kaduna, 08098771941.

The guilty are afraid

THOSE calling Buhari to quit
politics are probably corrupt,
who know only he can end their
dubious acts when he becomes
president.

ABU Amin, Bauchi,
07039277581.
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By Bolaji | Ahmed

University of Abuja
deserves better leadership

F or more than fifteen years after it was established
in 1988, the University of Abuja could not live up
to its expectation as a centre oflearning reflecting
the status of an institution in the Federal Capital
Territory. One ostensible reason for this was the

reluctance of successive administrations to take a bold step

and expand the confines ofits territory, leaving the surging
population packed at the mini campus in Gwagwalada.

Though, past administrations in the University have
made some contributions, particularly, in the area of laying
down basic foundation for further development, a honest
appraisal ofhow far the University of Abuja has faired in the
over two decades ofits existence, cannot deny the immediate
past vice chancellor, Professor Nuhu O. Yaqubs administra-
tion the award of the best VC of the University so far. That
administration not only succeeded in moving the university
to its permanent site, it helped to nurture academic opti-
mism and a culture of sound scholarship in the university
community as vices such as cultism, examination malprac-
tices, etc were roundly dealt with.

With the expiratign of the tenure of that administra-
tion in May 2009, marly had expected that whoever would
take over from the outgoing VC would have the feryour and
administrative acumen to improve upon the good works
and help lift the university farther. Since he assumed office,
on 1st July 2009, the new Vice Chancellor, Pjofessor James’
Sunday Adelabu, his administration has failed to live up to
expectation.

In the last eight months that he held sway as the vice
chancellor of University of Abuja, Professor Adelabu, has
embarked upon staff redeployment exercise that has done
the university community more harm than good. He saw
to the entrenchment of his science-based counterparts in
certain strategic positions ofauthority, helped create an envi-
ronment that could upset the religious and ethnic harmony
prevalent in the university; unnecessarily delayed the pay-
ment of staff salaries; refused to pay the long overdue staff
and contractors claims, etc. He has also demonstrated crude
autocracy and has been unwilling to setin motion machinery
for the appointment of Deputy Vice Chancellors. His mantra
for this inability to meet most ofthe above obligations is that
the university is bankrupt.

Perhaps his handling of the recefct 2009/2010 admission
exercise was the most annoying ofall,hisadministrative mis-
steps. Devoid ofany semblance oftransparency, and charac-
terized by unabashed favouritism, that exercise was the worst
that any administration ever carried out in the history ofthis
University. A couple ofmonths after the post UME was con-
ducted in November 2009, the candidates were kept in limbo
as their results were not immediately released on the internet.

After endless rumours about the possible cancellation
of the Post Ume (since thousands of scripts were marked
manually instead of electronically), the authority decided
to release the first batch of successful candidates in Janu-
ary 2010, with their so-called post Ume results attached. As
candidates began to question the rationale behind this, the
Adelabu administration decided to release the so-called sec-
ond list, and belatedly uploaded the results ofthe candidates.

Aside from the fact that the list contained largely names
of those who were mainly from a particular geo-political
zone, it heavily alienated and marginalized candidates even
from the catchment area. While 60 was made the cut-off
mark, there were candidates who scored less than that, but
were admitted; and others who had far more than the cut-
off mark, but were not admitted. This problem was partly
envisaged when instead of allowing a committee to handle
the exercise, as was the case in the past, the VC took personal
charge of the whole exercise.

Now there is speculation that a third list would be
released sometime this month, at least before the convoca-
tion ceremony of the University. For an administration that
has set such false and unenviable standard, there isno doubt
that the list would not be different in nature from the first
and second ones.

The admission exercise in most institutions of higher
learning has helped to deny university education to a lot of
Nigerians, many of who are competent and qualified. T.he
University of Abuja, which is afederal institution located in
the heart ofthe federal capital, should have no businessjoin-
ing this bandwagon of lopsidedness in admission exercise.

Ahmed isofthe Department ofBusinessAdministration,
University ofAbuja.
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AU resolution
against
military coups

A frican Union leaders recentlyended asummitin the
Ethiopian capital, Addis-Ababa with a new chair-
man and series of resolutions aimed at stabilising
the continent. The new AU Chairman is Malawian
President, Bingu waMutharika. He takes over from

Libyan leader Muammar Kaddafi.

Notable among the decisions taken at the end of the summit
was the determination to put a stop to military interruptions
ofthe democratic order in member countries of the continental
body. The summit also promised to tackle electoral frauds and
seek to end wars and conflicts that plague some countries.

Itisnotthe firsttime that the Union would be making a proc-
lamation against coups. Byits own rules, military incursions into
governance are usually not welcome. But in the last year alone,
four military coups were recorded in various parts of the conti-
nent. Theyare violent military takeovers in Madagascar, Mauri-
tania, Equatorial Guinea and Guinea Bissau. Such unwarranted
interfernce on the part ofsoldiers shows that it would take more
than resolutions to keep them from intervening in the political
order.

Mostofthe leaders in Africahave been in the saddle forvirtu-
allyaslong asthe continent exchanged colonial flags for political
freedom. The emergent leaders made a mockery ofthe electoral
process, muzzled opposition and turned their countries into per-
sonal fiefdoms. They keep themselves in powerwith the support
oftheir close allies and other surrogates. They muzzle opposition
and send dissenting voices either into forceful exile or into jails.
In such countries, state media are tightly controlled and voices
of dissent are hardly given space. Corruption is pervasive and
the leader is usually richer than the state displaying opulence
and affluence while the majority continues to wallow in abject
poverty and squalor.

Such a sorry state of political disorder associated with the
African democratic order is a recipe for military intervention
and accounts for the growing number of military coups in the
continent. Unless such leaders have a change of heart and free
the democratic space, it remains to be seen how coups can be out-
lawed. Those who make peaceful change impossible make violent
change inevitable are words that our leaders should keep in mind.

T he quest to end conflicts would definitely follow the same
recipe. The absence of the ideals of democracy and good
governance, corruption, ethnicand tribal domination and

inequitable sharing ofnational wealth aswell as forceful domina-

tion of one religious view over others are the reasons why wars
and conflicts thrive in the continent. Any resolution that does
not practically tackle these issues at the base would work as effec-
tively as any paper horse being prepared to win a practical war.
The best antidote to coups cannot be found in fine rhetoric
or fantastic resolutions. They are found in good governance and
leadership that isaccountable; and an electoral system that is free
and fairand respectsthe true wishes ofthe people in its outcome.

It must be found in openness and true respect for the rights and

privileges ofthe citizenry and the provisions ofthe sanctity ofthe

constitution and not the onesthat are amended at will to suit a sit-
tight leader. It mustbe found in the use ofavailable resources for
the greatest happiness and welfare ofthe majority. Ifthese ideals

are scrupulously followed, coups, wars and conflicts would be a

thing of the pastand democracy can then blossom.
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Climate change and our future (1)

A BANTU for Develop-
mentisan African non
governmental organi-
sation NGO working
in five critical areas,

gender, governance, poverty, peace

and health. It undertakes capacity
building for NGOs to enable them
engage with these issues from a gen-
der perspective. Ata Board meeting
of the ABANTU Regional Office
for West Africa (ROWA) in Accra,
Ghana in January, the organisation
reviewed its activities in 2009 and
the efforts being made to respond
to emerging development issues in
its area of work. One of the issUes
discussed was climate change and
the ABANTU regional office made
an impressive presentation ori the
work it had been doing around the
issue of climate change in Ghana.

ABANTU for Developments

Nigeria Country Office which I rep-

resented at the meeting was asked if

it had been involved in the various
activities that the civil society had
been organizing around the issue of
climate change. | mentioned that |
participated at the last Inter Faith

Action for Peace in Africa IFAPA

Summit in Gaborone, Botswana in

November 2009 which focused on

climate change and had planned to

share the outcome of the Summit
with the civil society groups and
other stakeholders in the country.

A n opportunity to do so was
the stakeholders meeting
on climate change which

was organised by an Abuja based

NGO, Change Managers Interna-

tional Network (CMIN) in part-

nership with Action Aid Interna-
tional on February 11, 2010 at the

Yaradua Centre in Abuja. The one

day meeting was convened to hear

the outcome of the United Nations

Climate Change Conference of Par-

ties (UNCC-COP 15) which held

in Copenhagen, Denmark from

December 7 to 18 2009. At the

meeting, participating countries

like Nigeria committed to Proto-
cols and strategies for coping with
the effects of climate change. CMIN
had earlier organised apre - Copen-
hagen Public Interest Dialogue on

November 18,2009 in Abujawhich

recognized that climate change

resulting from global warming is a

threat to sustainable development

and that women and men have dif-
ferent gender roles, gender practi-
cal needs and strategic interests.

It further recognized the need to

mainstream gender into coping

strategies on the effects of climate
change, taking into cognisance
indigenous knowledge and adapta-
tions. It further noted that wsmen
make up 70 percent ofthe poor but
have limited access to decision mak-
ing bodies and resources while men
have control over decision making
and resources and that when envi-
ronmental disasters occur, women
are more affected. The outcome
of the PID was communicated to
the National Planning Team for
the COP 15at that time. The Post

UNFCC-COP stakeholders meet-

ing tagged ‘COP-15 Outcome and

Next Steps’was therefore convened

for CSOs that participated at the

PID and COP-15and Government

representatives to discuss and strat-

egise on the next steps.

Civil Society
Watch

By Hajiya Bilkisu (mni)

The meeting began with a wel-
come address by the President of
CMIN, Mrs. Felicia Onibon. She
welcomed participants and recalled
that civil society organisations made
their inputinto COP 15through the
public interest dialogue. She drew
attention to the earth quake in Haiti
and said all stakeholders must see
it as a wake up call to take action
on climate change before disasters
occur. She welcomed the Govern-
ment% decision to establish a Cli-
mate Change Commission in the
country. In his remarks, the repre-
sentative of Action Aid Nigeria Mr.
Obo Effang said his organisation

a climate change conference to
which all the 35 state Governors will
be invited. It is also advocating ade-
quate funding of desert encroach-
ment projects in Northern Nigeria.
Mr Maxim Ugwuoke said Lagos is
amini Nigeria where all groups are
represented and when environmen-
tal disasters happen the refugees will
head to Lagos in search of succour.
This will put an extra burden on
infrastructure and also pose a secu-
rity problem. By promoting projects
that will ensure environmental sus-
tainability the state is also investing
in its own security and that of the
country. Lagos state istherefore pro-
moting desert expedition and shar-
ing best practices of countries that
have successfully conquered their
encroaching desert.

The meeting then shifted its
focus to the COP-15 and partici-
pants shared their views on the con-
ference. Most ofthe participants felt

£ £ The outcome ofthe PIDwas
communicated to the
National Planning Team
forthe QOP 15at that time

consider climate change a timely
and worthy issue to engage with and
it was fully represented at the COP
conference through participants
from 53 countries drawn from its
partner organisations worldwide.
Mrs Anne Addeh of CMIN set the
tone for discussion and invited the
Head of Climate Change Depart-
ment, Lagos state to make his pres-
entation.

In his report Mr. Maxim
Ugwuoke said Lagos State govern-
ment had made the issue of climate
change a priority because the state
has ahuge population of 17.5 million
and 180 kilometres of coastal line
which makes the state extremely
vulnerable to the effects of climate
change. Global warming means
rising water level and the resultant
flooding of low land areas. Lagos
is the 15th city on the global list of
countries that are threatened by cli-
mate change and if nothing is done
the city will be submerged! The state
government had to invest heavily in
projects to control tidal waves at the
bar beach which had led to Ocean
surge and the flooding of the high
brow Victoria Island. He shared
with participants the awareness gen-
eration activities on climate change
undertaken by the Lagos state gov-
ernment. Among these are estab-
lishment of climate change clubs in
schools, development of manuals for
training and enlightenment on cli-
mate change, an essay competition
for schools and recruitment of 150
graduates to visit schools for imple-
mentation of the climate change
enlightenment project. A Summit
on climate change was organised in
the state and thirty five Local Gov-
ernment areas replicated the summit
using the local language to ensure
grass roots participation.

For national level outreach, the
Lagos state government isplanning

thatthe industrialised countries that
are polluting our common world
were not keen on making commit-
ments to reduce the emission. The
initial plan was to use the Berlin
Plan of Action as the working doc-
ument for COP-15 and all parties
were supposedto act on itand make
commitments inline with Kyotoand
its Protocols.

\
he Kyoto Convention is a
UNCC document but the 13
I industrialised countries that

make the highest contribution to
global warming were not ready to
reduce their emission ofgreen house
gas. Mrs Herietta Alhassan of the
Climate change Desk in the Minis-
try of Environment said COP-15was
well attended and there were about
20.000 participants. Theywere how-
ever disappointed that after thirteen
hours of plenary sessions, no legally
binding document was produced.
The COP -15 Accord came out as a
compromise because of the evasive
tactics of the industrialised coun-
tries. All parties agreed to take note
of the Copenhagen document not-
ing that the second commitment to
Kyoto starts in 2013.The global com
munity also resolved to mobilise 100
billion US dollars by 2020 to combat
the effects of climate change.

The Presidential Adviser on
Climate Change said the twelve
paragraph document known as the
COP-15 Accord is empty but it was
what the conference produced. He
urged civil society participants at
the meeting to engage with it and
step up their awareness activities in
their various communities to ensure
that climate change is made aprior-
ity nationwide. He said the Federal
government had trained seventy
consultants on climate change who
are ready to provide technical assist-
ance to the civil society groups:
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Kenyans
protest as

ment has been repeatedly criticised
athome and abroad for failing to
tackle the root causes of the post-
poll violence, bring the perpetra-
tors to justice and eradicate cor-
ruption and impunity.

AFRICA REPORT 17

INTERNATIONAL

Simmering tensions between
the premier and the president
boiled over at the weekend when
Odinga sacked the education and
agriculture ministers accused of
graft before Kibaki vetoed the

move. Kibaki argued Odinga did
not consult him and had no author-
ity to fire ministers, prompting
the premiers Orange Democratic
Movement (ODM) to threaten a
boycott of cabinet meetings.

political

CIiSIS

deepens

KENYANS yesterday marched to
vent their anger at a coalition gov-
ernment slowly falling apart over
graftallegations and its inability to
further key reforms pledged two
years ago.

Thousands ofpeople displaced
by the violence that broke out fol-
lowing the disputed December
2007 elections began marrhino
from the Rift Valley to Nairobi
on Tuesday but their 200-kilo-
metre (120 miles) procession was
aborted. Anti-corruption activists
also demonstrated outside Presi-
dent Mwai Kibaki's office in Nai-
robi

“We want political account-
ability, shouted scores of dem-
onstrators gathered in front ofthe
presidents office, standing next to
a sign describing the institution as
a corruption-free zone”

“We welcome the recent sus-
pension of senior civil servants
and two ministers,” Okiya Omta-
tah, who led the protesters, read
outin apetition. He said the dem-
onstrators backed neither side in
the countrys coalition govern
ment. We now call upon your
Excellency to use state machinery
to ensure the two suspended min-

isters do not continue to occupy
their ministerial offices,” he said,
referring to Prime Minister Raila
Odingaks decision to sack them at
the weekend, subsequently over-
ruled by President Mwai Kibaki.

In the Rift Valley, displaced
people had launched their march
on Tuesday, saying they feared the
death ofthe coalition government
could spell further misery for hun-
dreds of families still in limbo two
years after the violence.

“We have a message for the
president. We want him to listen
to our grievances because we fear
this coalition may collapse before
weareresettled aspromised,” Peter
Kanuki, who led the march, told
AFP.

Aimed police yesterday
blocked the protestors on the high-
way however and government lor-
ries eventually drove them back
to their tents after local officials
promised to relay their concerns
to the government.

Up to 15,000 of the 250,000
people displaced by post-election
violencestill remain in camps since
the 2008 unrest, which killed some
1,500 people.

Kenyas unwieldy unity govern-

Four killed in gunfight
between Somali soldiers

I0UIL

| IUHT

c O R R 1 Iv n () N

\ STOP

SIDESHOW ~
m
tallega.l
Zimbabwe Rights group 'outraged' by

sanctions'must

go7-Mugabe officers in Guinea govt

THE appointment oftwo army officers implicated in crimes, including

ians, officials said.

,wo ofthem civilians, were killed during infighting
between Somali security forces at Ex-Control checkpoint” Abdurah
man Hersi, a government security official, told AFP.

Acontrol checkpointisthe namegiven to akey intersection on the
hundrdJn f ~ ° gad,S|ni ‘0JAfS°ye-a town further' west around which
hundreds of thousands ofdisplaced people have are camped “We are

Herald 8 St,rrCd Ae tight ,hat broke this morning,”

thattw° d ,ta ofgovernment sol-

d ie S r::"
P°Ints ar<Mmd the “ tersection, sparking an

armedclash.
on ™ eshootout enipted as the government troops began a security

PRESIDENT Robert Mugabe
said yesterday that he and his
partners in Zimbabwe’s unity
government agreed that “sanc-
tions must go” a day after the
European Union extended its
restrictions on the country.

We are in agreement,
Mugabe told reporters after a
tourism conference in Harare.
“We are all agreed that the sanc-
tions must go.”

But EU leaders yesterday cited
a lack ofprogress in implement-
ing the power-sharing agree-
ment.

a massacre of opposition supporters, to Guinea’s interim government
is an outrage, Human Rights Watch said yesterday.
Dufka’ Senior West Africa ~searcher for the New York-

M outrranKatT ’Said Major Claude Pivi and Lieutenant-Colonel
or“ Camarawere both implicated in serious rights abuses

a deSb
and should not be in the transition government
outrage"E I T T ~» A Mthe ,lewgovernmentisan

ingmurder! Dufka told AFp,Ca  'neXrrenie” Ser'OUSakuses’ 'nckK™

nightThan?nOUnced °” Guineas IﬁJUb“_C television station on Tuesda:
night that Piviwas confirmed as the minister in charge of presidentia
S antH 8 .38 thC milX,ster of sPecial seryices inclyding the
%gﬁt againstdrugs. Gmneascl;nterlrhtleeadfer &&leral Sekouba wona eon
Monday appointed the transitional government to steer the west Afri

m eel-(|j i%Mgagougdh%ar%é)ﬁﬁlérg/ol%ym'an rule, in line with an accord
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SUBSIDY

Subsidy payment has

no legal backing.

It is not budgeted for.

It is not appropriated.

It is illegal and unconstitutional.

This must

stop.
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EMANCIPATION
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Ancient Arabic inscription found inJerusalem

Ahomerenovation in Jerusalems
Old Cityhas yielded a rare Arabic
inscription offering insight into
the citys history under Muslim
rule, Israeli archaeologists said
yesterday.

The fragment ofa 1,100-year-
old plaque is thought to have
been made by an army veteran to
expresshisthanks foraland grant
from the Caliph al-Mugqtadir,
whom the inscription calls “Emir

ofthe Faithful.”

Dating from atime when Jeru-
salem wasruled from Baghdad by
the Abbasid empire, the plaque
shows how rulers rewarded their
troops and ensured their loyalty,
archaeologists said.

The Abbasids conquered Jeru-
salem after numerous wars with
the Fatimid empire in Egypt. The
Abbasid caliphs valued Jerusalem
as an Islamic holy site.

SYRIAN President Bashar Assad, left m i

.“The caliph probably granted
estates as part of his effort to
strengthen his hold over the
territories within his control,
including Jerusalem, just as other
rulers did in different periods,”
said excavation director Annette
Nagar.

The white marble plaque
measures four inches by four
inches (10 x 10 centimeters) and
was found approximately 5 feet

(1.5 meters) beneath the floor of
a home in the Old City’ Jewish
Quarter.

The house’s owner planned a
renovation and — as required by
law — brought archaeologists to
carry out a salvage dig meant to
prevent harm to valuable antiqg-
uities.

The plaque has been removed
from the site and is now in the
hands of Israels Antiquities

, in Damascus.

Senior US official in Syria as relations improve

THE highest-ranking American
official to visit Syria in five years
held “candid” talks yesterday with
the Syrian president as Wash-
ington tries to mend ties with a
country seen as key to peace in
the region.

Undersecretary of State for
Political Affairs William Burns
released a statement saying his
meeting with President Bashar
Assad was open and productive.
“We talked candidly about the
areas in which we disagree, but
also identify the areas ofcommon

Pakistani army confirms

the Pakistani military con-
firmed yesterday that the Afghan
Talibans top military commander,
Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, had
been captured.

US and Pakistani officials who
declined to be identified said on
Tuesday Baradar had been cap-
tured inthe Pakistani city of Kara-

ground on which we can build,”
Burns said in the statement.

The visit comes a day after
President Barack Obama said he
would nominate career diplo-
mat Robert Ford to become the
United States’ first ambassador
to Damascus since 2005. Wash-
ington withdrew its last ambas-
sador following the assassination
ofLebanese Prime Minister Rafik
Hariri, which many blamed on
Syria. Syria has denied involve-
ment.

Burns described Washing-

chi in a raid by Pakistani and US
agents.

“At the conclusion of detailed
identification procedure, it has
been confirmed that one of the
persons arrested happens, to be
Mullah Baradar, the military
said. It declined to say where he
had been caught or to give other

tons decision to nominate Ford
as a “clear sign of America’s read-
iness to improve relations and
to collaborate in the pursuit ofa
just, lasting and comprehensive
peace between the Arabs and
the Israelis.” Syria remains a key
to establishing peace with Israel,
which still occupies the strategic
Golan Heights, captured from
Damascus in the 1967 war. The
Syrians want a strong US hand in
Mideast peacemaking to regain
that territory. Turkey mediated
several rounds of indirect talks

between Syria and Israel in 2008
before they came to a halt follow-
ing Israel’s Gaza offensive.

The tense relations between
Syria and the US started to
improve after Obama took office
last year. Obama made changing
Americas image in the Middle
East a priority ofhis first year.

Washington had criticized
Syria and its strong ally Iran
for supporting Islamic militant
groups such as the Palestinian
Hamas in Gaza and Lebanon}
Hezbollah.

Authority.

The writing was deciphered
by Hebrew University professor
Moshe Sharon, who traced it to
910, during the early part of al-
Mugtadir’s 24-year rule.

The finding will help scholars
better understand 10th-century
Jerusalem, populated by Mus-
lims, Christians and Jews, and the
methods used by Muslim rulers to
solidify their control.

Afghan army
raises flag on
embattled

Taliban town

MILITARY commanders raised
the Afghan flag in the bullet-rid-
den main market ofthe Taliban’
southern stronghold of Marjah
yesterday as firefights continued
to break out elsewhere in town
between holed-up Taliban and US
and Afghan troops.

About 15,000 NATO and
Afghan troops are taking part in
the offensive around Marjah, a
town of about 80,000 people that
was the largest population center
in southern Helmand province
under Taliban control. NATO
hopes to rush in aid and public
services a$ soon as the town is
secured to try to win the loyalty of
the population.

With the assaultin its fifth day,
an Afghan army soldier climbed
to the roofofan abandoned shop
and raised a large bamboo pole
with Afghanistan’ official green-
and-red flag.

A crowd including the pro-
vincial governor, a few hundred
Marine and Afghan troops and
handfuls of civilians, Afghan
men in turbans and traditional
loose tunics who were searched
for weapons as they entered the
bazaar, watched from below.

The market was calm during
the ceremony and Marines there
said they are in control of the
neighbourhood.

But the detritus offighting was
everywhere. The back ofthe build-
ing over which the flag waved had
been blown away. Shops were rid-
dled with bullet holes. Grocery
stores and fruit stalls had been left
standing open, hastily deserted by
their owners. White metal fences
marked off areas that had not yet
been cleared ofbombs.

arrest of Taliban commander

details, citing security reasons.

The capture came as US forces
spearheaded one of NATO% big-
gest offensives against the Taliban
in Afghanistan in an early test of
US President Barack Obama}
troop surge policy.

US officials and analysts said it
was too soon to tell whether Paki-

stans cooperation against Baradar
would be extended to other top
militants on the US hit list.

The arrest followed months
of behind-the-scenes prodding
by US officials who saw inaction
by Islamabad as a major threat to
their Afghan war strategy.

Pakistani Interior Minister

Rehman Malik had on Tuesday
declined to confirm Baradars
capture, saying a large number
of people had fled operations
by NATO forces in Afghanistan
to Pakistan and many had been
picked up. He denied that there
had been any joint operation by
Pakistani and US agents.
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UKRAINE’Spresidential election
results giving the victory to Rus-
sia-friendly Viktor Yanukovych
were suspended yesterday pend-
ing review ofhis rival’ appeal.
Ukraine’s Administrative
Court said it would rule on
Prime Minister Yulia Tymosh-
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ection results suspenaed on appeal

enkos appeal by Feb. 25, when
lawmakers had planned to inau-
gurate Yanukovych. Tymoshenko
has refused to concede, claiming
the election'was tainted by fraud.
Instead of stepping down as Yanu-
kovych prodded her, she ordered
her Cabinet to work out a plan for

economic reform for the next five
years:

Tymoshenko also attacked her
rival on another front, launching
consultations in parliament to
derail Yanukovych’s inauguration
set for next week. Her campaign
chief, Alexander Turchinov, said

yesterday that Tymoshenko’ fac-
tion in parliament will introduce
a motion to postpone the cer-
emony.

Until the ruling on her appeal,
the court said, it was suspending
the Central Election Commis-
sions declaration that Yanuko-
vych had won the Feb. 7 vote by
just 3.5 percentage points.

International observers have
deemed Ukraines latest elec-
tion free and fair, and President
Barack Obama and other leaders
have already congratulated Yanu-
kovych. But Tymoshenko urged a
full re-count of the vote, deliver-
ing what she said was evidence to
the court on Tuesday.

She asked her supporters,
however, not to hold street dem-
onstrations — as they did in
what became known as the 2004
Orange Revolution.

Those pro-Western mass pro-
tests lead to a court’s overturning
Yanukovychs presidential elec-
tion victory that year and order-
ing a rerun, which was won by
Tymoshenko ally Viktor Yush-
chenko.

Years of infighting between
Yushchenko and Tymoshenko
deepened the nations economic
woes and helped Yanukovych
mount a comeback.

ALL CONTRACTORS AND CONSULTANTS (20

The National Primary Health Care Development Agency (NPHCDA) is in the process ofsettling ail its outstanding financial liabilities to all its

FRANCE’S national anthem
blared across the tarmac yesterday
as Nicolas Sarkozy made the first
visit ever by a French president
to Haiti, once his nation’ richest
colony, offering aid to a coun-
try prostrate after a catastrophic
earthquake.

Sarkozy, who was greeted by
Haitian President Rene Preval as a
brass band played the Marseillaise,
toured a French field hospital in
the earthquake-ravaged capital
before giving a brief speech at the
undamaged French Embassy.

He said his visit had particular
resonance given France and Haiti’s
‘historical ties and acknowledged
that the “wounds of colonization”
were perhaps still fresh in the
minds of many Haitians, some of
whom blame France for the coun-
trystroubles. “We aretliving a piv-
otal moment, a moment of truth
for Haiti,” Sarkozy said.

Sarkozy said Haiti needs a
reconstruction plan that bolsters
the outlying provinces to help shift
people away from Port-au-Prince,
the Caribbean’s most densely pop-
ulated capital. He said one reason
the death toll was so high was that
the city was not built to sustain
such a large population.

Contractors and Consultantswho have been involved inthe following categoriesofprojects between the years 2001 and 2007:
1 Construction of Primary Health Care Centres (PHCs)

ok~ w D

Renovation of Existing PHCs
PrintingofHMIS forms

Supply of Medical Equipments
Construction ofBrmguZzZonal Office

Consequently, all Contractors and Consultants who fall into any ofthe above categories are invited to the Agency on Monday 22*, February, 2010
at8,00am at the foilowing address
Plot 681 6X2 Port Harcourt Crescent
OffOitnbiya Street
Area 11,Garki -Abuja.

*

You are expected to come with the following documents for verification:
Original copy ofthe Award letter »
" Original Contract documentduly signed

3. Copiesofall previous interim paymentcertificates

4. Original copy ofcertificate ofIncorporation ofthe company
Photograph ofthe current stage ofthe project.
A letter of Authorisation to representthe Company duly signed by the ChiefExecutive.
Valid identification in form ofNationaJ ID card. Drivers' Licence or international passport.

NPHCDA Management



DAILY TRUST Thursday, February 18,2010

NATIONAL WATER RESOURCES INSTITUTE

Mando Road, P.M.B. 2309, Kaduna, Nigeria

ADVERTISEMENT OF VACANCIES
(Internal and External)

«f*e Fedmi Mm«*y of

tHn ReSOI,ICCf: herch> “ «*« applications front suitably qualified
"N nu semordndjunior vacant positions. In line with the Federal Character

mvm,.wamaua. Akwa-Jbom, Anambra. Bauchi, Bavelsa Crow River rvua Fh,,™;;
Enugu, KT. W Kebbs. Lagos. Nassarawt,
Zamfaraitestrous o fcareerchallenges areto apply for the following positions;

\Y Y1>>HNISfR.VI >QNaNI>FINAN<Edepartm*V r-

t PRINCIPALACCOUNTANT: CONTISS 11
Holder of a good honours degree or HMD m Accountancy/Finance' or
equivafentjHolessioual Accountancy quaiifkationjs) wish at feast 9 veais
post-qualification working experience at an educational tertiarv institution
research institute. training institute or any such organization as well as

ANAN will be an’a%gea g]‘véﬁgaﬁg?fessrow accounting body like SCAN or

2 SENIOR STOREOFFICER: CONTISSm
Holder ofa good honours degree or HND in Business Saidies Furehasina

W A"O RAJn*"' Kay *****p u rificatio n working experience m
iTATEf
NI'M)? I\/ﬁ\ Abyearsworklng experlence mttﬂr >é«tafc Certificate of

B, TMAININ<;,,..0£.pa RTME:
STR\TCI:SME\MM III:

I- CHIEFLECTURER: CONTISS 14
Holder of Ph.D. in Hydraulic or WastewaterEnvifonmsmtel or Irrigation
%dus%rial(/vorl experienceln% modellﬂgf] \E/-’v%a{% e%/at?r%lggdsﬁ er%ECf&\%%VSQ e
« equivalent professional body ami must

havet K T 8 wlthf ORp
f biy» a lLumbcr of articles m both gational and international

joumate andor contributed in standard textbooks. Me She must have
at ended national and international seminars and conferences. At this high
kvelTproven ability macademic and administrative leadership is necessary.

2. PRINCIPAL LECTURER; CONTISS 13
Holder oi Ph.D. in Hydrology or Irrigation/Drainage Engineering with at
least > .years experience in teaching-applied research/relevant industrial
work experience OR bolder of Masters Degree in the fields above with at
T»fE ™ . T 8* <"*«*e« must be registered with
ot @UMlem professional body and must have published a number
ol articles m reputable journals and contributed in standard textbooks. In
addition, h«she must have presented quality seminar and conference papers.

A NiOR EKCTERERS; CONTISS 12(2 POSITIONS)
Holderofi hi), many ofthe following specialisations:
Economies/ Agrkulctiral Ikoiw»n*cs*and

fa)
Water Resources; or Environmental Engineering

(b)

Applicants should have at least 6 years cognate experience in
caching applied research, relevant industrial work OR holder of a Masters

cgree ini the fields above with at least 9 years cognate experience, Holders
of only first Degree need not apply. Candidate must have published a
numbet of journal articles, chapter contributions and must also have
presented conference and seminar papers,

LECTtRERSI: CONTISS 1H 4 POSITIONS)

Areas of specialisationrequired lor this rank are as follows-
experience in Motors and Panel

(a) Electrical Engineering (with
Systems);

(b) Rural Sociology;

fc) Soil and Water Engineering; and

f.d) Hydrogeology;

Applicant must be a holder ofa Ph.D. inthe relevant field with at least 3 years
teaching apphed research--industrial work, experience OR holder o f Masters

RAdE SF T good honours adg B¥ HbF SRR NEATed Tnstit iR IF GRS

learning with at feast 8 years cognate experience. Inaddition, applicant must
have articles in reputable journals to his credit as well as papers presented at

conferences-seminars. Professional registration isa pre-requisite.

PRINCIPALTEC HNOLOGIST: CONTISS 11
Holder of Full Technological Certificate (FT'C) or Equivalentwith 12

years post-quahfjcatson cognate working experience OR HND in Science
Laboratory lechnology with at least 9 years cognate working experience.
Applicants experience must be in

ffisica-i“em icai Analy stand or TreatmentPlant Operation
MembershipofNIST is anadded advantage.

PRINCIPAL TECHNICAL OFFICERS*  CONTISS 11 (2

POSITIONS)

@ In Sewage Plant Management and;

(b) In Soil Mechanics;
Holderof HND orequivalent qualification with
at least9yearsrelevantexperience the areasabove
Holder offull Technological Certificate (FTC) with at least 12 vearscolmate
workmg experience. ft
LECTURERSII; CONTISS09<2POSITIONS)
Holderofa Ph.D. in: ,

fa) Extension Service; and

(b) Library Science
Holderol a Masters Degree in the areas specified
above with at least 3 years of teaching/research/indtistrial work experience
OR holder of a good Bachelor's Degree with a minimum of 6 vears connate
experience. In addition, applicant must have published one Journal article
andpresented at least 2 seminar/conference papers.
SENIOR COMPUTER OFFICER: CONTISS WV

if er™ Dtgree ComPmer Sciwice from a recognize

msnut,on of gher learning with at Imast %years cognate expeﬁen%e 6&
holder of a good honours degree m Computer Science with aminimum ofat
feast 6 years cognate experience. Experience in data .processing and
information managementishighly desirable.
ﬁglgé(r)o ND Witjh'%‘(gg gFr|a<dé in Iﬁéctrlca&ﬂngmeerlng or e-aﬁls\%(ent
f f * Ith a ITlinimum workshop experience of 3 years OR holderof
FuH lethnologist CerulieateCtty and Guilds Full Tcchnologiea! Certificate
with at least 6 years cognate experience. Applicants' experience must cover
the handling of electric motors and panel systems

10. ASSISTANTTECHNICIANS: CONTISS05(2 POSITIONS)
(@) in Plumbing Technology; and
(b) in Borehole Drilling.

Holder ofNwional Diploma in Laboratory Technology onts equivalent.

SENIOR CRAFTMEN: CONTISS 14
Holder of Secondary School Certificate plus Oovemment Trade Test Class
or certificate in;
Hydrological Measurement; with aminimum o5 vears experience in
hydrological activities*

M.ET.IJOR.OFAPPL{CAmMN;
|Intere»ted applicants should forward their applications along with

s AR

Jjoveenment ol origin, marital, status, postal address telephdhe nu
iwifutions attended, quallflcatlons obtained with dales m em ISofZ S ~»
pubhcaisons (academic staff), other professional scholarly achievements (aeademfe staff)
working experience with dates and schedules handled, namesand addresses 0 O referees

) sisis:iehydf T qiel

fhe Secretary to fhe Institute,
National Water Resources Institute.
P.M.B. 2309.

Mando Road, Kaduna,

conies of thrir

& S5V NS »te . hCirrcfW" to" ndcOnfkkntial » « directly to The

p I'S T 1EmUStrm h IK 3ddreSS abtW* wi,hin sU {6} w«eks .fiom the date of this

SECRETARY TO THE INSTITUTE
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Exciting Career Opportunities

The Dangote Group is a diversified and fully integrated conglomerate with interests across a range of sectors in Nigeria
and Africa. Current interests include cement, sugar, flour, salt, pasta, beverages, noodles, poly products, transportation
and real estate with new projects inthe oil and gas, telecommunication, fertilizer and steel sectors of the economy.

The Group requires the services of exceptional and highly motivated professionals to fill the following positions.

Chief Financial Officers F/A0001
Overall Objectives of the Job:
Responsible for overall Finance and Accounting
activities of the Strategic Business Units.
X

© Actively support the MD/CEO of the SBUs to ensure
efficient operation and growth of the business.

© Direct and develop monthly management reporting
packages and analysis, communicate financial results
to Board of Directors.

o Direct the monthly, quarterly and annual budgeting
and variation reporting to identify areas requiring
attention and areas of possible improvement.

Role Profile:

© A first degree in Accounting/Finance, with
membership of ICAN, ACCA etc. Minimum of 15 years
cumulative work experience in finance and accounts
function, 5 of which must have been in the capacity
of Financial Controller.

Financial Controllers F/A0002

Overall Objectives of the Job:
©To ensure timely provision of reliable financial
information to all stake holders.

© To ensure adequate financial and accounting systems
in keeping with GAAP.

© To ensure adequate control systems and processes
to secure the assets and efficient operation of the
organization.

® Development and ownership of key financial
processes including budgeting, management and
financial accounting.

Role Profile:

o A first degree in Accounting/Finance, with .
membership of ICAN, ACCA etc. Minimum of 10 to 15
years cumulative work experience in finance and
accounts function, 5 of which must have been in a
managerial role.

Management Accountants F/A0003

Overall Objectives of the Job:

0 To ensure that the financial policies/procedures of
the company are implemented efficiently and in line
with generally accepted accounting practices.

0 To develop and implement modern cost-effective
accounting systems that will meet the challenges and
objectives of the group.

© To facilitate cost management and control as well as
financial reporting and executing internal control.

Role Profile:

© A first degree in Finance and Accounts, with
membership of ACA, ACCA or equivalent. Minimum of
10 years work experience, 5 of which must have
been in a supervisory role. Must have an analytical
mind and focus on managing costs.

Account Officers F/A0004

Overall Objectives of the Job:

© To facilitate the effective operation of the finance
and accounts departments and ensure timely
reporting.

Role Profile:

© A first degree in Accounting/Finance, with
membership of ICAN, ACCA etc. Minimum 3 years
post NYSC experience in Finance and Accounts.

Treasury Officers F/A0005

Overall Objectives of the Job:
© To ensure completeness, accuracy and correctness of
all treasury records and reports.

Role Profile:

© A First Degree in Finance/Accounting. Membership of
a professional accounting body (ICAN, ACCA).
Minimum 3 years post NYSC experience in Treasury
operations. ,

All positions require sound knowledge of accounting systems and practices in the manufacturing industry. Compensation will be
competitive and market driven. The ideal candidate should be ready to work in any part of Nigena.

Interested applicants should send CV to careers@dangote-group.com within 2 weeks of this publication, indicating name and

positioncpplied for in subject line.

DANGOTE
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SUPREME COURT OF NIGERIA

ChiefRegistrar's O ffice
Three Ann Complex, Central District, PM B 308, Abuja
Tel: 09-2344762

PRESS RELEASE

REVIEW OF GUIDELINES FOR THE
CONFERMENT OF THE RANK OF SENIOR
ADVOCATE OF NIGERIA (SAN)

This is to inform the general public that
the Legal Practitioners Privileges
Committee under the Chairmanship of
the Chief Justice of Nigeria, Hon.
Justice A. |. Katsina-Alu, CON has
constituted a Sub-Committee of Legal
Practitioners Privileges Committee to
review the Guidelines for the
conferment of the Rank of Senior
Advocate ofNigeria (SAN).

The Sub-Committee hereby invites
memoranda from relevant
stakeholders, Associations, Societies
and Legal Practitioners.

The memoranda bound in ten (10)
copies and double line spacing should
be submitted within three (3) weeks, to
the Secretary, Legal Practitioners

Privileges Committee/ChiefRegistrar,
Supreme CourtofNigeria.

USman Alh. Musale
Secretary LPPC/
CHIEF REGISTRAR
SUPREME COURT OF NIGERIA

INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION

CONSTRUCTION G
RESCENTIALESTATE

Our Client, a leading property development company in Nigeria is

4desirous of developing an estate comprising 65 units of premium
quality residential houses in the Federal Capita! Territory, Abuja
comprising:

4-Bedroom Semi-Detached House (2 Blocks Totaling 4 Units)
m  3-Bedroom Terraced Houses Type A (7 Units)
'» 3-8edroom Terraced Houses Type B (6 Units)
» 3-Bedroom Flats m Blocks of S flats (2 Blocks Totaling 16 flats)
e 2-Bedroom Flats in Blocks of 8 Flats (4 Blocks Totaling 32 Flats)
m  Estate Center Comprising Shopping Centerand Community Hall
* Recreational Facilities and Common Infrastructures: (Swimming
Pool, Play Ground, Tennis Court, Gymnasium, Borehole, Water
Storage, Water Treatment Plant, Sewage Plant, Drainage, Driveway
and Parking)

Interested, experienced and reputable Building & Civil Engineering
and Mechanical / Electrical Engineering contractors are upon this
advertisement invited to submit pre-qualification documents
containing the following:

Comprehensive company profile

®m  Financial Statement for the last 3 years

m  Evidence of relevant experience in similar projects successfully
executed by the firm

m  Evidence of technical and managerial capability

m  Evidence offinancial capacity

m  Evidence of registration with the Federal Work*
Registration Board

m  References from clients for projects successfully completed
in the last 3 years

m  References from any two of the following: Project Manager,
Quantity Surveyor, Architect and any other consultant for
projects successfully completed in the last 3 years

m  Evidence of VAT Registration Certificate

mmm

All pre-qualification documents must be submitted not later than 12
noon of Monday 1st March, 2010 to:

Development Cost Services
Suite 138 Bobser Complex
Michika Street

Area 11, Garki

Abuja

Or

DevelopmentCost Services

Oo Bridgeways Global Projects Ltd.
62A Coker Road,

llupeju, Lagos.

mmmig

« The documents should be submitted in hard copy and
electronically in acompact disc.

®  Only qualified firms / companies shall be short-listed and
invited to a competitive tender bidding for the said project.

m  The submission of pre-qualification as aforementioned does
notguarantee inclusion in the bid list.
This is not an invitation to tender,
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FNGERA

BLOCK 11, F-CLOSE, OFF 1ST AVENUE, FEDERAL HOUSING AUTHORITY ESTATE GWARIMPA, ABUJA
Tel: 09-2902900,2901435,07098200749, 7803059, 7802977, 7803357. Website:www.mdcnigeria.org E-mail: medicaicouncii@yahoo.com

COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AT THE END OF THE INAUGURAL
MEETING OF THE NEWLY RECONSTITUTED COUNCIL OF
MDCN HELD AT PARKVIEW HOTELS. ABUJA, FROM
Wednesday 3rd -Thursday 4th February 2010.

The inaugural plenary meeting of the
reconstituted Medical and Dental Council of
Nigeria was held at Parkview Hotels, Abuja
from the 3rd to 4th of February, 2010. The
meeting was declared open by the Honourable
Minister of Health of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria. Prof. Babatunde Osotimehin, oon,

Council at this inaugural session considered its
statutory functions as a regulatory body as well
as the challenges facing it in realizing the
objectives for which Council was set up, with
respect to, particularly, upholding the ethics
and professional standards of the profession .

The following resolutions were made: Y

1.  That Council will work assiduously on its
regulatory role, particularly in ensuring
that medical and dental practitioners abide
by ethical standards, and in accordance
with the Hippocratic Oath sworn to by all
practitioners.

2. As agreed and directed in 2007 following a
representation from the National
Association of Colleges of Medicine, from
the 2007/2008 academic session, the
numbers of students admitted to medical
and dental schools must strictly comply
with the approved quotas, and the lists of
such students should be submitted to the
Council for indexing. Training Institutions
are therefore given up till the 31st of May
2010 to send their lists of the medical and
dental students admitted for the 2007/2008,

Pis. visit our website at
www.mdctiigeria.org or calf any of the

2003/2009 and 2009/2010 academic sessions
to Council.
Council will strictly enforce the quotas.

Council will ensure that minimum standards
are maintained in the accreditation of medical
and dental training Institutions,

There is need for senior medical and dental
practitioners to mentor their junior colleagues,
to sustain public confidence in the profession.

Council will effectively enforce pronouncements
and judgments of the Disciplinary Tribunal 011
convicted practitioners.

The Medical and Dental Council ofNigeri
intends to collaborate with the National i
Universities Commission to ensure high
standards of medical and dental training.

As flrbm January 1, 2011, the Continuing
Professional Development Programme will
become compulsory for all medical and dental
practitioners, and will be a prerequisite for the
renewal of their practising licences.

That Medical and Dental Council of Nigeria
should be excluded from dissolution of
Boards/Councils of Federal Government
parastatals and agencies, and be left to exist
in perpetuity. Council noted that such
dissolutions adversely affect its statutory
functions, including the investigation and
discipline of erring doctors and dentists.

Dr Abdufmumini A. lbrahim
Registrar/Secretary to Council

Telephone Nos above for any enquiry.


http://www.mdcnigeria.org
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AuUGF, auditor uncover =

fraud in IST

«1STsays it has explained

By Idris Ahmed

1HE Auditor-General tor the Federation
(AuGF) and the External Auditor (Ugo-
chukwu Nwankwo & Co) that audited
the Investment and Securities Tribunal
between 2004 and 2009 said they have
uncovered about N328 million unac-
counted for by the Tribunal.

The two bodies said that the Tribunal
did not put in place full compliments of
accounts of its financial operations for
the periods even though set ofaccount-
ing records were in place.

But the spokesman of 1ST Kenneth
Ezea said the Tribunal had answered
questions, comments and observations
raised by the auditors and forwarded
same to the Minister of State for Finance
for final action.

A petition by a group named the
“Concerned Capital Market Stakehold-
ers, Nigeria” said they want the Presi-
dency, National Assembly, the Economic
and Finance Crime Commission (EFCC)
and the Independent Corrupt Practices
and other related Offences Commission
(ICPC) to investigate the fraud.

The External Auditor said apart from
the overhead payment analysis from
which monthly, quarterly and annual
management reports were drawn, “man-
agement accounts were not prepared for
capital, overhead, personnel and revenue

SZTncTaTyeSoflO tolOO?71"
The Auditor sald that several pay-
ment vouchers submitted for audit were

devoid of the requisite transaction sup-

& £ r“'rasit

The report of the AuGF said that no
record of revenue transaction was pro-
ducedfor audit. It said that comments of
the External Auditor in the management
letter revealed that requisite accounting
documents/records and formal accounts
were not maintained for revenue.

According the AuGF report, the
management letter revealed that “lodge-

ments were not in a verified manner to
clearly relate the amount lodged to spe-
cific collection source. g P
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W [thm the year” the rePort said
IS*aid thatthe standard accounting
procedure is that auditors raise questions

or audit red flags in areas where they are

If the Auditors accept or reject the
answers provided, the final and authen-
| rép°rt iSProduced atld signed

7 alld Management. In the cur-
N CaSe’the Tribunal has an“ered the
quest!lons’ comments and observations
raised in the draft and forwarded same
to the Honourable Minister of State for
Finance for final action. Consequently, it
t0 rea*°n that the unsigned draft

audit report being circulated is specula-

tIV6>Preemptive and prejudicial”, the
spokesman ofthe Tribunal said.
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BEawaits NCPs
approval on NTH-

By Yunus Abdulhamid & Sunday Williams

THE Bureau for Public Enterprises (BPE) said
yesterday it is awaiting acting President Good-
luck Jonathan Goodluck to fix a date for the
National Council on Privatization (NCP) meet-
ing to approve the sale ofthe Nigerian Telecom-
munication (NITEL).

BPE pa Tuesday approved the $2.5 billion
offered by the New Generation Telecommu-
nications Limited, a consortium led by China
Unicom telecoms firmto buy NITEL.

Speaking to Daily Trust on phone, the
spokesperson of BPE, Chigbo Aniechebe said
the Director General ofthe Bureau Dr. Christo-
pher Anyanwu has gone to the acting President
to get a date for the NCP to meet and approve
the transaction. Team Leader of the New Gen-
eration Consortium and Managing Director of
Gicell Wireless Ltd Usman Abubakar Gumi said
his firm is not faceless as reported by a national
daily. He told Daily Trust yesterday by phone
that the bidding process was done live on TV
and radio.

China Unicom was founded as a Govern-
ment-owned corporation on July 19, 1994 by
the Chinese Ministry of Information Industry
and approved by the State Council.

It started as a wireless paging and GSM
mobile operator. It currendy provides a wide
range of services including nationwide GSM
mobile network, long-distance, local calling,
data communication, Internet services and IP
telephony in mainland China and has operated
%O%gMA network in Macau since October 18,

TrustIndex

Inflation ---------------- -* 12.3%
GDP 6.90%
Budget -------------ooee- N3.1tr
External Reserves Acct- »$42.3bn
Excess Crude Acct------- -» $4.2bn
Poverty Ratio------------- -» 54.4%
Interest Ratio------------ — > 6%
Banks -----------nnmmeeeeoe- —* 24
Qil Price--—---—-- ->$72 abarrel
Power Supply- >2 ,500MW

Stock Market Index
Date: Wednesday, February 17,2010

Index: 23,023.10
Deals: 7,000
Volume: 450,456,117

Value: N 3341,245,637.32
Cap.: N 5354398157385.21



<3g) Toyota (Nigeria) Limited
REASSURES ITS CUSTOMERS

Tovota (Nigeria) Ltd deeply regrets the anxiety\that a few of QurGUStorners
might entertain over the safe” of certain models of Toyota vehicles based
on reports in the global media.

We seek to dispel such anxieties that any of our esteemed customers may
entertain. Please be assured that Customer Safety remains a priority for us
atToyota. "

The rare occurrence of the accelerator p€dal defect has been reported m
geographical areasthat have cold climate where heater is used.

Tn'such climates, there is a tendency for excessive water/moisture

condensation which may form on the friction surface of the acceterator
pedal leading to consequentwear and tear ofthe accelerator pedal surface.

Given the Nigerian climate, there need not be cause for anxiety of such rare
accelerator pedal wear and tear manifesting in Toyota vehicles.

However, Toyota has already initiated steps to implement corrective

measures in allthe markets that may have received such vehicles.

In the unlikely eventofanissue, whatisthe symptom?

The accelerator pedal action may in rare m stancesappear sluggishor
return slowly to the idle position. In extreme cases, the accelerator pedal
may stick in the partially open position.

However, as a proactive step in upholding the Toyota Philos°phy of

Customer First Toyota (Nigeria) Ltd will through our accredited dealers
conduct the necessary reassurance checks on identified chassis numbers
“nd elfminate e S T possibility of failure even in Nigerian cl,mat,c
conditions.

Please be assured ofour best attention at all times.

Thank you.

Signed,
MANAGEMENT,

TOYOTA (NIGERIA) LIMITED.
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Repscondemn

N NPC overTAM

From Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

THE fact finding tour ofthe Kaduna Refinery and Petro-
chemical Company (KRPC) by the House of Represema-
favesCommittee on Petroleum Resources Downstream
Tuesday did not end well as the members ofthe commT

f’ Sayillg the corPoration could not justify

the am
SneTSs m°ney g°Vernment mves'ted to revive the
nlaAnfigred by the Ievel of work W”‘I

reZeySS\]S:,

The Tu™ Around Maintenance (TAM) ofthe reflnerv
aSa8a|nst t]hﬁ stipulated two
t

years -[I%e comm |ttee stru -out'some ofthe events on the
ronfra? me Ir’c udIn8 a c#osed door meeting with TAM
contractor and a press conference

Speaking shortly before the tour, the committee chair-
man expressed the dissatisfaction of the House with the

Fr)noarrgl?(‘])emgwhBEShesal)\/lll r,l,aﬂa'al tlonal ADetrglepMm 80r
resources invested in the corporation.

None ofthe four refineries in the country is working
§75 MiThon, WHGE ISP AL AN SAABS EThen Adnsd

million. Yet, we rely on 100 percent importation”, why? He

He asked the management ofthe NNPC to stop blaming
pipeline vandals for their inability to refine crude locally
WgF We nave reStllzed thar%%/gl?%%toglg%Ir'engrYI?/nt?s"%lrlsgatHg
pipellne vandals as a defence mechanism. For instance, the

nlei W3S suPP°sed to have been com-
pleteg in March lastyear and now you are teﬁlng us Hmt the

refinery would soon commence operation,” he said
E&BS Eﬂéll?\eer %’ ode\(e tsg?dw %&J%Ig%%t ! Of{ne
refinery soon, havmg completed the 7th TAM and that the

men?edg ° ' 10 the refmery from Warri had com-

The 7th TAM was fraught with many challenges since

ere OQQQKUZI pfi)a:r:t/?)owerpm-rmo stte facilitids

Ane*L”T,dfo9bDi'""Mr I'NPCD-

end gFOctob E}Fdé)tl\gvgrkfénesgrﬁy oﬁﬁse%cnqltgvv%gsaégtr%e-
pleted earlier and the units operated briefly between April

he said 20°9 bef°re dePletlon ofthe available crude”

He said all the refineries including the KRPC were

migratmg from being cost centers to profit centers. To this
end, he said various initiatives were being put in place to

secure operational efficiency of the plants and thereafter

bafp°Ss gr° Wthre Ugh institutionahzation of glo-

The contractor said their contract was labour service

the prabectsat KR?C pi°vided N materials needed for

ENI reiterates interest in Brass LNG

Frer MBrameid ShosaRys, Lagos

THE Chief Operating Officer of ENI
Exploration and Production Division
worldwide, Mr. Claudio Descalzi has
reaffirmed the commitment of ENI to
redouble its investment in Nigeria’ oil
and gas field despite the uncertainties
in the Petroleum Industry Bill.
Speaking on Tuesday while on a
working visit to the Nigerian National
Petroleum Corporation in Abuja, Mr.
Descalzi said the company is ready to
investmore in brass LNG and the power

He said instead of flaring the gas, it
would be channelled into the phase 2 of
the Kwale Okpai power plants to gener-

ate electricity for the country.

He said the only way the Federal
Governments amnesty programme
could be sustained was through the
creation of job opportunities for ex-
militants and other youths in the Niger
Delta that are skilled in oil and gas field.

My main message to you isthat we
are readyto investin brass LNG and for
the second phase of the Independent
Power plant in Kwale Okpai. | want to
reassure you that we are ready to start
work and we will be part ofthe financ-
ing ofthe project’; he said.

He commended the Federal Gov-
ernment for accepting the views of all
stakeholders on the pending Petroleum
Industry Billand pledged the company$

willingness to support the successful
implementation ofthe hill.

N said: “We are ready to support
the bill because ofyour openness. You
are open to suggestions from every-
body. We believe in the country and we
are positive ofthe safe situation that the
bill will introduce. We are equally ready
to grow the local company. We do not
feel uncertain because every entrepre-
neur must be ready to take the risk of
investment.”

Responding, the Group Managing
Director of the NNPC, Dr. Moham
med Sanusi Barkindo lauded ENI for
its multi-million dollar investment in
Nigeriaand assured ofthe safety oftheir
investment even in the post PIB era.

PENGASSAN wants constitution reviewed

From Mohammed Shosanya, Lagos

OIL wofkers under the aegis of Petro-
leum and Natural Gas Senior Staff
Association of Nigeria (PENGAS-
SAN) have advocated for an urgent
review of the nation constitution to
address some of the lapses observed.

A statement signed by its Presi-
dent Babatunde Ogun said the review
ofthe 1999 Constitution is necessary

7 B

a provision m h ,
prevent recurrence

Pres,dem Yar“*W s eo-%*

“ x f o for he

«355552E488

"h*  “Everybody and ,he boat of
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FLIGHT SCHEDULE

Arik Air
1/.30 (Sun); °845,121250' 17-°° (Mon-Fli)’0845->730 (Sat), 14.40
Abuja-PH: 07.15,11.20,15.30(Mon-Fri), 07.15,16.00 (Sat) 14.40,17.30

Lagos-Kan®°:12.20pm (Mon-Fri/Sun);Kano-Lagos: 02.35pm (Mon-Fri/

Fri/Sun)3110' 03:35pm(Mon-Fri/Sun)'Kano-Atuja: 05:20pm (Mon-

. o . . ont ATA - ia: .
(Mga}%ed,f Igeri,lé'ulr?)a;rna '\éls—QKO\f\a{:M ombe-Abuja: 12.30pm
Aty 04:50pm, via Abj-Yola 06:45pm (Mon-Fri/ Sun); Yola-Lagos-
Yola-Abj 08:40am, Ab,-Lagos 10:20am (Mon-Fri/Sat); Lagos-Maid-
M8 n fPm'™ Abj_Maid 06:00pm Fri/Sun); Maid-Lagos:
Mlud Ab, 07 30am, via Abj-Lag 09:15am (Mon/Fri/Sat); AbUJa Sokoto:
11.10am (Mon-Fri); Sokoto-Abuja: 12:50pm (Mon-Fri)
A2:10Pm (Mon’Wed and Fri); Akure-Abuja:
2’7 ; i
2! yLag® S-Kwara: 07:30am>(Mon-Fri) 07.30, 03:50pm
Sat08:00am | 1:45am Sun; Kwara-Lagos: 4:10pm (Mon-Fri), 01:10pm,
05:30pm Sat 09:45am, 05:00pm Sun
Abuja-Kwara: 03:25pm (Mon-Fri); Kwara-Abuja 01.30pm (Mon-Fri)-

08:50am

ABV-QOW 02:30pm (Mon-Fri), 11:30am Sat 03:20pm Sun; Lagos-
aduna: 10:20am, 04:10pm (Mon-Fri), 10.20 (Sat/Sun); Kaduna-Lagos-
(Mon-Fri), 12.10 (Sat/Sun); Lagos-Warr: 07:30am
(Mon/Fri) 07:30am, 03:50pm (Sat), 08:00am, and 1l:45ara (Sun)
Aero Contractors

Lagos-Kad: g8 goam (MonFri/Sat/Sun)
Kad-Lagos: o9 40am (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun)

Lagos-Jos: 11 15am (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun)

Jos-Lagos: 13 15pm (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun)

Lagos-Abj:

16 45 K “6'f0; 13'30:16°3°; 19'45(Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun); 12.30 (Sun)
930 ™ ger  0730; 1330; 19-°° (Mon-Fri/Sat); 10.30,14.30;

Hrr”]l%.gﬂ;/(%unf; 15.30 (gg;)s'Ben: 07:45;11:0075.30; (Mon-Fri/Sat/
Ben-Lagos: 09.15; 12.30; 17.00 (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun); 17.00 (Sat); 14.00

Sun); Caia-Lagos:

1445 °n'Fri/Sat); 083°: 19 00
09. on-Fri/Sat)

4.45; Mon"Fn/Sat) 10.30 (Sun) Lagos- Enu:
15.00(Sun); Enu-Lagos:  09.30; (Mon-Fri/Sat) 16.45 (Sun)
Chanchangi Airlines
Lagos-Abj: 07.15,10.00,13.10,15.30,17.30
Abj-Lagos: 08.00,11.45,13.40,15.30,17.00
Lagos-Kad: 10.45, (on Fri), 17.00(Mon/Fri/sat/Sun)
Kad-Lagos: 07.30(Mon/Fri), 08.00(Sat/Sun)

Nigerian Eagles Airlines (Virgin Nigeria)
Abj-Kano: 18.40 (Mon-Fri)/sun
Kano-Abj: 08.35 (Mon-Fri) /Sat
Abj-Soko: 09:35, (Mon), 10:10 (Fri), 11:20 (Wed/Sun)

Soko-Abj: 11.35(Mon), 12.00(Fri), 13:20 (Wed/sun)

Lagos-Abj: 07.15,11.40,14.00,16.30,17.00,17.20; 18.30 (Mon-Fri/Sat/
Sun), 8.00; 12.40; 13.10; 20:00 (Fri)

07.00,09.30,10.30,11.15,16.15; 19.15,19 25 19-35
/SUn):14:55; 15:15; 20:45(Fri); 19:45(Sun); 11:25,13:35,

A

Abj-Lagos:
«op.u
10:25(Mon)
LTpHcCLO?T sf o 1‘;1»| ax I—|u|m e * ko« *,
Sun) Lagos-Owr: 12:15; (Tue- Fri/Sun; 12:40 (Mon/Sat)

Owr-Lagos: 14:25 (Tue-Fri/Sun) 14:50 (Mon /Sat)

(Mo°n)Cal: 08:00 (Fri)>09:10 (Wed_Thu)- 12:40 (Tue/Sat/Sun), 13:10
Cal-LagoS: ].O(B(Fri). n .15(Wed/Thu). 145(Tue/5at.5un

15.15(Mon)

IRS Airlines

Lagos-Abj: 09.45,11.45,12.45, (Mon-Fri) 09.30,12.45(Sat&Sun)
Lagos-Kano: 06.15(Mon-Fri), 16.30(Sat/ Sun)

Kano-Lagos: 07.30(Mon-Fri), 10.30(Sat/ Sun)

Abuja-Kano: 10.30am (Mon-Fri/Sun)

11.45, 5.00 Fri, 12.15 Sun

Kano-Abuja:
DANA Airlines:

Lago-Abj:  07.20;08.19,09.00,12.15,15.30,17.10 (Mon-Fr/Sat/Sun)
Ab -Lagos:  07.20,09.45,11.25,13.05,14.40,17.40 (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun)

Lag-Kano via Abj: 08.19, Abuja: 10.00
Kano-Lagvia Abj: 11.25, Abuja: 11.25

Lagos-Enu: 14.40,
Enu-Lagos 16.20
Lagos-PH: 09.27
PH-Lagos: 12,15

Overland Airways
07.15 (Mon-Fri), Horin-Lagos: 16.15 (Mon-Fri)
Abuja-lJorin:  15.00 (Mo-Fri), llorin-Abuja: 08.15 (Mon-Fri)
Lagos-ftadan: 07.15 (Mon-Fri), Lagos-lbadan: 16.15 (Mon-Fri)
Ibadan-Abuja: 08.00 (Mon-Fri), Abuja-lbadan: 5.00 (Mon-Fri)
Kats-Abuja:  07.30 (Mon-Fri) Abuja-Kats: 15.30 (Mon-Fri)
Minna-Lagos: 09.40 Lagos-Minna: 13.00 (Mon-Fri)
Abuja-Minna: 09.00 (Mon-Fri) Minna-Abuja: 14 30

10.15 (Mon-Fri), Kano-Jos: 11.30 (Mon-Fri)

09.30 (Mon-Fri), Jos-Abuja: 12 30

Lagos-llorin:

Jos-Kano:
Abuja-Jos:
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Senate threatensto
sanction Magnus Kpakol

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar

THE Senate Committee on Pub-
lic Account8has threatened to
sanction the Coordiriator of the
National Poverty Eradication Pro-
grammW NAPEP) Mr. Magnus
Kpakol for failing to respond to
queries ofabuse of financial regu-
lations by the Auditor General of
Federation.

After refusing to appear before
the committee on several occa-
sions, Kpakol and his team failed
to provide the Senate panel with
responses to queries raised by the
office ofthe Auditor General.

Members ofthe committee led

W/Bank trains
geologist on mgt

By Abdulkadir Badsha Mukhtar

PROFESSIONAL miners across
the country have started a two
weeks training workshop on
sustainable management ot
mineral resources in the coun-
try. The workshop is holding in
Abuja.

The workshop which is
aimed at developing profes-
sional mining activities in
Nigeria is sponsored by the
World Bank in collaboration
with the Ministry of Mines and
Steel Development.

The focus of the workshop
is on the role of government as
policy maker and the need for
effective accountability, finance,
sound taxation and concern for
the environment.

The program has a theme
“Governance, Accounting,
Finance, Taxation, Environ-
ment and Mining.

Professor Tony Van Zijl of
the Victoria University of Wel-
lington, one of the presenters
at the workshop said it is a pilot
program for selected five uni-
versities in Nigeria.

“The program is actually
a pilot, we are beginning with
five universities and if this is
successful we can take another
five universities” he said.

by the Chairman, Senator Ahmad
Ibrahim Lawan (ANPP, Yobe
North) expressed disappointment
with the management of NAPEP
insisting that-“You must appear
here on Tuesday next week with
all relevant details because this
hearing cannot go on.

Unhappy with the commit-
tee’s comments on his leadership
of the agency, Kpakol refused to
answer a question put to him by
Senator Lawan saying “l thought
you are bringing the meeting to a
close what is then the basis for this
question? Is it a general interview

*or what?”
The combative response by

Kpakol infuriated members of
the committee with Senator
Sahabi Alhaji Yau reminding the
NAPEP boss that he was before a
Senate panel and must respect the
institution.

Senator Yau said: “We are
doing our constitutional roles, if
you like you can insult us because
that is where you are heading to
but it won't stop us from carrying
out our responsibility.”

Senator Lawan said the com-
mittee may be forced to exercise
its constitutional powers to sanc-
tion Kpakol because of his con-
tempt for several committees of
the National Assembly.

He said: “You have no right
to refuse to answer our questions
Vince you remain in public serv-
ice. You have problems with sev-
eral other committees not this one
alone. Youhave a choice to be rude
to this committee or any other
committee and we have the choice
to also carry out our mandate.

“We will go to any length to
ensure that you don’t get away with
it. We are going to use every man-
date that we have to deal with this
issue of NAPEP. Ifyou like insult
us like you just did today but you
are bound by law to appear before
any committee of the National
Assembly when you are invited.”

NAPEP partners Nigerians in Diaspora on'village solutions'

By Sunday Williams

THE National Poverty Eradication Pro-
gramme (NAPEP) and the foreign affairs
ministry are making efforts towards attract-
ing Nigerians in the Diaspora to make input
into its ‘village solutions’ programme.

Village Solutions is a local community-
driven development programme designed by
NAPEP towards guiding villagesand commu-
nities in their economic development efforts

that iﬂvolve—meaberﬁiéﬁﬁlﬁ%ﬁeﬁn\gillag%r%m'
promoting income generation activities®
National Co-ordinator of NAPEP Dr.
Magnus Kpakol said at a youth programme
in Abuja that by partnering with the foreign
affairs ministry, it would involve Nigerians
abroad to make the village solutions pro-
gramme a huge success.
gramme had already been factored into the

2010 budget.

He said: “We are looking to making that

He said the pro-

i sEdpIw HbrBgamipuabroad much stronger.
e are committing some resources to it when we
getthe budget.” He said Nigerians in the Diaspora
will be involve in a Trust Funds where they can
create jobs through micro credit funds and help
those who are challenged in terms ofhealth aswell
help send kids to school. He said the agency is
currently working with two communities -Onit-
sha and Owerri. “So, we don’t know the full va ue
ofwhat we are going to get this year but I think it
will be significant.”

February 18,2010

Oando rights issue
generates interest
in South Africa

From Kayode Ekundayo, Lagos

ASthe rave ofthe ongoing Oando
Rights Issue continues in Nigeria,
marketsources have gatheredthat
it is generating unprecedented
interestin the company’ssharesin
the Johannesburg Stock Exchange

(JSES). )
hareholders in the South
African exchange are taking up
their rights as a rare opportunity
to shore up their investments in
the blue chip corfipany. “This is a
rare opportunity for shareholders
ofthe company andevery rational
investor with funds will not let it
slip by”, a source said. =

Oando isthe first African com-
pany to have dual inward listing
on the JSEin 2005. Ithas asecond-
ary listing on the JSE, while at NSE
it is‘prima_rP/-I_isted

The oil giants strong and con-
sistent growth has been noticed
even in the more sophisticatedl
and highly regulated JSE. Oando is
set to meet its offer target at JSE as
there is continued interest on the
floor” the source at the JSE said.

Demand has equally soared
at the Nigerian Stock Exchange,
according to brokers “If a com-
pany is selling a Rights Issue at a
discount, and investors are still
buying the shares in the secondary
market at a higher price it means
that the company has avery prom-
ising future that the investors are
buying into with the expectation
ofreaping higher dividend.

APCON boss
commends
Unity Bank's
new corporate
Identity

CHAIRMAN of the Advertising
Practitioners Council of Nigeria
(APCON) Professor Chris Dog-
hudje and other brand and media
experts have commended. Unity
Bank for the implementation of
its new corporate identity pro-
gramme.

He said in Abujaatabrand sen-
sitization workshop for the bank
executives that the bank would dif-
ferentiate itself from other banks
and financial services providers
with its branding efforts. Other
experts who commended the
bank include Emeka Maduegbuna,
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of
Corporate & Financial Commu-
nications, Malam Rufai Ibrahim,
CEO and editor-in-chief of the
Peoples Daily, Ogie Eboigbe, CEO *
of Raimundo & Barclay Ltd and
Clem Baiye, CEO of Verity.

They commended the manage-
ment of Unity Bank for the bold
step it had taken to brand.
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Terror watch: NCAAto meet
us conditions for delisting

Stroyiiies from Nahimah
Ajikanle Nurudeen, Lagos

THE Nigerian Civil Auviation
Authority (NCAA) has said it is
putting in place effective aviation
security and safety measures to
meet requirements that will lead
to the delisting of Nigeria from
Americas lists of countries on

terror watch, Director Genpral
of NCAA Dr. Harold Demuren
reassured Nigerians and aviation
stakeholders that the country will
soon be de-listed from the US ter-
ror nations’lists..

NCAA DG said: “There isno
question about itthat this unfortu-
nate foiled attempt has affected all
our movements but it is not going

US Muslims opposed

MUSLIM-AMERICAN groups
have kicked against the use of
3D-body image scanners and
their spiritual body has pro-
nounced a religious ruling
(fatwa) that Muslims in America
must resist going through the
scanners at airports.

The Figh Council of North
America, a body of Islamic
scholars that includes some
from Michigan issued a fatwa
recently that says going through

the airport scanners would violate
Islamic rules on modesty.

“Itisaviolation ofclear Islamic
teachings that men or women be
seen naked by other men and
women,” reads the fatwa issued
Tuesday.

“Islam highly emphasizes
modesty (haya) arid considers it
part of faith. The Quran has com-
manded the believers, both men
and women, to cover their private
parts,” it said.

t8 §t6% Nigeria from attaining
category one. It may delay it but it
may be just for a while.

“We are working round the
clock; very soon we are going to
be with the American FAA. Also,
we want to remove our name from
the terrorist list, we want to meet
all the requirements of Trans-
portation Security Administra-

Some airports are now in the
process of buying and using the
body scanners, which show in
graphic detail the outlines of a
persons body.

One option offered to pas-
sengers who don't want to use the
scanners would be a pat down
by a security guard. The*Muslim
groups are urging members to
undergo those instead.

Two members of the Figh
Council are from Michigan;

Aero, Arik suspend flights to Enugu

FOLLOWING the closure ofthe
Akanu Ibiam airport, Enugu by
the Federal Airports Authority of
Nigeria (FAAN), Aero Contrac-
tors, has announced suspension
of flight operations into the air-
port just as it has increased fre-
quencies to Sam Mbakwe Air-
port, Owerri in Imo State, Port
Harcourt and Warri airports.

The airline withdrew its serv-
ices from Akanu Ibiam Airport,
Enugu on February 8, before its
closure to air traffic from Febru-
ary 10, to allow for the renovation
and extension of its runway to be
upgraded to the status ofan inter-
national airport.

According to the airline, dur-
ing the renovation process, which

will last for approximately a year,
additional Aero flights will be
offered into Sam Mbakwe Air-
port, Owerri, Imo State.
Currently, Aero flights to
Enugu, from both Lagos and
Abuja had been suspended while
the airline has made provision
to cater for its passengers in the
South-South region by increasing

tien-(TSRA)Y® He said the body
scanners the agency is in place
are going to be there and once
“we do that, it must have become
very clear that Nigeria has met
the security requirements of any
standard airport. It will be very
clear to America that we have met
those requirements and we believe
Nigeria will be de-enlisted.”

to body scanners

Imam Hassan Qazwini of the
Islamic Center of America in
Dearborn, and Imam Ali Sulei-
man Ali of the Canton Mosque.

Currently, there are 40 full-
body scanners at 19 airports in
the U.S,, including two of them
in Detroit, said spokesman Jim
Fotenos of the Transportation
Security Administration (TSA).

There are plans for 450 more
body scanners in U.S. airports,
he said.

its Port Harcourt flight frequency
to 4 times per day also by bolster-
ing its flight schedules in and out
of Owerri and Warri.

The airline has increased its
flight frequency on the Lagos-
Owerri-Lagos route to twice daily.

Aero has also introduced
flights on the Owerri-Abuja-
Owerri route.
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Tenants at
MMAZ2 battle
Bi-Courtney
over rent

Increments

OPERATORS of the Mur-
tala Mohammed Airport Two
(MMA2), Bi-Courtney Auvia-
tion Services Limited (BASL) has
increased its annual rent of the
offices within its terminal by 20 per
cent.

Some of the airline operators
and other office owners, are now
groaning under the increment
while some reduced the number of
offices to meet the new payment.

Our correspondent gathered
thatthe airport operators had at the
beginning ofthe year, informed its
tenants through a letter intimating
them ofthe planned increment.

However, the media officer of
BASL, Mr. Chukwudum Ofomata,
said he was not aware ofthe incre-
ment, saying commercial depart-
ment was in charge of premises
and space for the company. Ofo-
mata maintained that the depart-
ment had not received a meirio to
the effect ofrent increase.

Charges in the terminal vary
.from one office to another as each
officeismeasured by square metres.
However, an average tenant in the
building pays about N5 million per
annum depending on the size ofthe
office space.

Investigations by Daily Trust
further showed that one of the
leading airlines in the country, Aero
Contractors, which initially had six
offices in the complex had to give
up two in cyrderto measure up with
the current charges while Dana Air,
which controls four officesand paid
N40 million annually for the four
offices is also contemplating giving
up two, but currently in discussion
with BASL management.

For its inability to pay the new
rentor inadequate clients, no fewer
than two tenants had abdicated
their offices while others beside the
airlines are contemplating doing so
soon.

One ofthe affected tenants who
does not want his name in print,
told Daily Trust that some ofthem
decided to relocate to the terminal
when the management of BASL
assured that its rent will be at parity
with FAAN and wondered why the
20% increment even when some of
them were struggling to make the
tow ends meet.

According to the source,
FAAN from available records
had not increased its charges and
queried the rationale behind the
increment.

He however, said that theman-
agement was still discussing with
the terminal owners, but main-
tained if an agreement was not
reached, the company won hes-
itate to pack out ofthe building.

Before the airlines and other
business operators at the ter-
minal agreed to relocate to it in
mid 2007, the management had
insisted that it charges were at par
with that of the Federal Airports
Authority ofNigeria (FAAN) and
promised notto increase the rent
at least for now.
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COVPANY Nae
2ND-TIER SECURITIES
CAPITALOILPLC
SECTORTOTALS
AGRICULTURE

FTN COCOA PROCESSORSF
LIVESTOCK FEEDS PLC
PRESCOPLC
SECTORTOTALS
AIRSERVICES

SECTORTOTALS
AUTOMOBILE&TYRE
DNTYRE&RUBBER PLC
INCAR NIGERIA PLC
RT.BRISCOE (NIGERIA) PLC
SECTORTOTALS
BANKING
ACCESS BANK PLC
AFRIBANK NIGERIA PLC
DIAMOND BANK PLC
VECOBANK NIGERIA PLC
FICITY MONUMENT BANK PLC
FIDELITY BANK PLC
FIRSTBANKOF NIGERIA PLC
FINBANKPLC
GTBANKPLC
STANBICIBTC BANK PLC
INTERCONTINENTAL BANK PL< |
OCEANIC BANK INTER PLC
BANKPHBPLC
SKYE BANK PLC.
SPRING BANK PLC
STERLING BANK PLC
UNITED BANK FORAFRICA PLC
UNION BANKOF NIGERIA PLC
UNFTYBANKPLC
WEMA BANK PLC
ZENITH BANK PLC
SECTORTOTALS
BUILDINGMATERIALS
ASHAKA CEMENT PLC
BENUE CEMENTCOMPANY AC
CEMENTOO.OFNORTHERNNGPLC
LAFARGEWAPCO PLC
SECTORTOTALS
CHEMICALSPAINTS
BERGER PAINTS NIGERIA PLC
CHEMICAL&ALUEDPRODUCTSFLC
DN MEYER PLC
SECTORTOTALS
COMMERCIAL/SERVICES
AFROMEDIAPLC
COURTVILLE INVESTMENTS ALC
RED STAR EXPRESS PLC
SECTORTOTALS
COMP.&OFFICEEQUIPMENT
NCR (NIGERIA) PLC.
OMATEKVENTURES PLC
SECTORTOTALS
CONGLOMERATES
A.G.LEVENTIS (NIGERIA) PLC
PZCUSSONS NIGERIA PLC
TRANSNATIONAL CORROFNIG. PLC
UAC OF NIGERIA PLC
UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC
SECTORTOTALS
CONSTRUCTION
COSTAIN (WA) PLC
JULIUS BERGERNIGERIA PLC
MULTIVERSE RESOURCES PLC
SECTORTOTALS
ENGINEERINGTECHNOLOGY
CUTIX PL-C
NIGERIAN W1RE&CABLE PLC-
SECTORTOTALS
F/BEVERAGES&TOBACCO
7-UP BOTTLING CO.PLC
BIGTREATPLC
CADBURY NIGERIA PLC
DANGOTE FLOURMILLS PLC
DANGOTE SAGARREFINERY PLC
FLOURMILLS NIGERIA PLC
HONEYWELL FLOUR MILL PLC
NATIONAL SALT COY.NIG. PLC
NIGERIAN BOTTLING COYPLC
NESTLENIGERIA PLC
NORTHERN NIG. FLOURMILLS PLC
TANTALIZERS PLC
UTCNIGERIAPLC

GAINERS

NoofDeas Quot (N
37 0.60
37
41 1.00
18 0.78
17 521
76
4 3.19
164 850
168
10 0.50
1 1.97
18 550
29
210 9.34
133 2.66
151 9.05
17 450
93 9.45
166 2.69
797 1431
88 0.77
399 18.01
97 8.68
88 1.92
125 211
118 197
146 7.46
31 1.03
116 194
259 13.00
188 5.90
30 1.00
54 120
251 15.80
®557
88 16.01
23 50.01
54 15.72
44 34.18
209
6 336
1 2527
19 3.99
26
3 053
3 050
16 2.64
22
2 8.13
8 057
10
9 285
43 26.25
64 050
63 42.00
79 25.00
258
54 553
27 28.50
4 050
85
4 2.96
7 0.84
n
15 30.60
18 0.87
81 15.30
159 12.80
103 15.30
«157 48.06
10 540
50 530
25 2710
45 >68.00
2 >1.80
23 ).90
15 ).75
FLOURMILL
DIAMONDBNK
CADBURY

DANGSUGAR

QuantityTraded

2,738,376
2,738376

2,216,142
2,783,500
78,580

5,078222

55,000
1,754,150
1309,150

2,174,039
9,000
107,760
2,290,799

3,458,866
11,199,383
11,077,956
175,031
5,618,249
5,745,658
6,065,123
7,390,523
5,607,728
1328,307
2,540,696
4,330,419
7,199,042
3397,176
517,474
13,048,787
6,211376
4,084,570
2,294,900
1,232,186
122240,760
225,764,710

1414211
163,928
1,105344
648,135
3,332,118

22,030
250
529,986
552,266

339,000
1,050,000
737,330
2,126330

5,674
134318
139,9?

228,704
670,070
21,947371
962,464
901,471
24,710580

639,469
183,089
17343

839,901

7,509
J49,581
357,090

28,219
404,980
899,294
2,004,370
2,149,698
1,637,743
216,600
1,250,280
30,516
45,712
1,250
1,206,200
190,086

Valueof Sheres(N)

1,614,665.60
1,614,665.60

2,074,450.98
2,192,485.00
402,683.80

4,669,619.78

181375.00
14392771.17
15,074,146.17

1,087,01950
17550.00
596,13250
1,700,702.00

31,930094.45
30061,14169
98352577.05
78733950
52714,437.00
1539851964
89,971359.13
5,702,405.75
101,49135856
16092318.48
5,006,558.86
9,276,336.92
1405333060
29245,973.40
53539422
24,712246.09
8031816216
2426357928
2316,448.00
1,483,926.45
1918004411.91
255271871914

2267860068
8,197,23227
17383,86494
22198,04295
70,457,74084

"77545.60

6,050.00
2114,644.14
2198239.74

179,670.00
525,000.00
1,903,614.60
2608284.60

4652630
7656126
123,088.06

652592.60

17,598,090.90
10,973,93550
40,432084.10
22597,45732
92254,160.42

3,443,729.74
4,96831537
867150

8,421217.11

21311.73
293,648.04
314,959.77

894,922.06
351,542.60
1353921135
25611,98386
32676618.46
78659,163.73
1,344,372.00
8,005,05451
835,63030
12335,41279
26,97750
1,085,717.00
140,519.40

Anonymous
Trading

Permits
Participating
Organizations
to voluntarily

~withhold their

true broker
identities

when entering

ordersand
trades on
TSX trading
systems.

Google.com

LOSERS
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Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE)

icjuay, ieurud

SECTORTOTALS 703
HEALTHCARE
EVANS MEDICALPLC. 4
FIDSON HEALTHCAREPLC 31
GLAXOSMITHKLINECONS.NIG. A.C 20
MAY&BAKER NIGERIAPLC. 25
LC 19
AC 31
SECTORTOTALS 130
HOTEL&TOURISM
CAPITALHOTELPLC 2
IKEJAHOTELPLC 19
SECTORTOTALS 21
IND/DOMESTICPRODUC S
ALUMACO PLC 1
B.O.C.GASESNIGERIAPLC 6
VTAFOAM NIGERIAPLC 33
VONO PRODUCTSPLC 4
SECTORTOTALS 44
INF.&COMM.TECHNOLOG'i
CHAMSPLC 25
MASSTH EQOMINNOVATIONNGP : i
STARCOMMS PLC 33
SECTORTOTALS 59
INSURANCE
AFRICANALUANCEINS.P.C 4
AlICO INSURANCE PLC. 106
32
22
110
EQUITY ASSURANCE PLC 3
GOLDLINKINSURANCE PLC 18
GUARANTYTRUSTASSUR LC 28
GUINEA INSURANCE PLC. 1
CONSOUDATEDHALLMARKINSUR,.C 1
INTER. ENERGY INSUR.QOY. PLC 21
LASACOASSURANCEPLC. 33
LAW UNION & ROCKINSURPLC. 17
LINKAGE ASSURANCE PLC 1
N.EM.INSUR.CO.(NIG) PLC. 41
NIGER INSURANCE CO.PLC 8
PRESTIGEASSURANCE PLC 1
RECENCYALUANCEINSLR QOYRLC 1
SOVEREIGNTRUSTINSUR.PLC 4
STACO INSURANCE PLC 2
STANDARDALLIANCEINSUR.PLC 45
UNIC INSURANCE PLC. 19
UNIVERSAL INSUR.COY.PLC 2
INTERCONTINENTALWAPICINSURRC 9
SECTORTOTALS 529
LEASING
C&ILEASING PLC 10
SECTORTOTALS 10
MARITIME
JAPAULOIL& MARITIME SERV. PL: 101
SECTORTOTALS 101
MEDIA
DAARCOMMUNICATIONSPLC 33
SECTORTCITALS 33
MORTGAGECOMPANIES
ABBEY BUILDING SOCIETYPLC 1
ASO SAVINGSAND LOANDPLC 12
RESORTSAVINGS& LOANSPLC 18
UNIONHOVESSAVINGS&LOANSA.C 30
SECTORTOTALS 61
OTHER FINANCIAL INST.
CRUSADER NIGERIAPLC 17
ROYAL EXCHANGE PLC 19
SECTORTOTALS 36
PACKAGING
NG BAGMANURACTURINGQOY.A.C 250
BETAGLASSCO.PLC 1
SECTORTOTALS 251
PETROLEUM(MARKETING)
> AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC. 59
5
MRSOIL NIGERIAPLC 20
CONOILPLC 26
ETERNAOIL&GASPLC. 39
MOBILOIL NIGERIAPLC. 18
OANDO PLC 14
TOTALNIGERIAPLC 23
SECTORTOTALS | 204
PRINTINGSPUBLISHING
ACADEMY PRESSPLC. 14
LONGMAN NIGERIAPLC 3
UNIVERSITY PRESSPLC 28
SECTORTOTALS 45
REALESTATE
UACN PROPERTYDEVECO.PLC 14
SECTORTOTALS 14
OVERALLTOTALS 7,000
ALUMACO
BOCGAS
SKYEBANK
ACADEMY

112
229
2641
473
1.40
0.66

245
155

16.63
1126
477
0.63

0.77
050
220

056
1.02
0.98
0 5/\ -
291
050
053
221
050
050
056
052
055
050
053
0.73
361
050
050
0.83
057
0.78
050
1.00

2.60

123

0.77

161
0.62
050
0.95

0.90
0.63

241
1426

38.06
214
69.79
31.00
630
9751
93.99
14250

6.85
9.76
5.15

20.00

45

10,064,948 175,507,125.56

55.000 58350.00
1,157,055 2577,100.70
51,592 '1,359313.80
419,770  1,987,52930
243941  338,984.75
3,041,350 1,963,127.66
4,968,708 8,285,40621
54.000 135.940.00
652.953  1.000.69553
706.953  1,136,63553
50,100 833.163.00
79324 89831824
437,650  2,090,01929
31,231 19,650.60
598305  3341,651.13
1,684,964 1,279512.16
4.000 2.000.00

81,279,653 178382859.04
82,968,617 180,164,37120

11,100,000 6216,000.00
3297331 3,424,63221
5.610.000 5,270,035.72

469,119  241595.84
2370,513 8559,504.04
69,060 34530.00
5.210.000 2761.300.00
8,659378 19,359,719.97
50.000 25.000.00
68354 34.427.00
3,011,757 1,693275.99
4,475346 2,311,187.92
7,443300 3309.564.00
5.000 2.500.00
3,799,500 2.024.105.00
980.000  706.542.00
5.000 17.150.00
20.000 10.000.00
124.000  62,000.00
40,300 31337.00
964,682  554,60556
697,509  527,638.90
100.000  50,000.00
18,949 18,654.02

59,091,598 57,745305.17

155,105' 401.944.06
155,105 + 401.944.06

3.044.776 3.719.946.95
3.044.776  3.719.946.95
276.179  212.657.83
276.179  212357.83
1,000 1.530.00
1,779,645 1,10722257
5.685.000 2342.500.00
1,500,170 1,390,917.05
8,965315 5342,169.62
1,043,500 953.651.06
817500  518,160.46
1361.000 1,47131152
3,575369 8.610343.16
5,000 67.750.00
3,580369 8.678.593.16
140,049  5,355,56627
207,400  443336.00
17,674 123736950
52627 1,635,73720
1,144,299 7,04930629
7,174 664,59936
8510 799354.90
129209  18,69833431
1,706,942 35386,10333
238348  1,720,935.63
1,600 14348.00
621,044  2963,241.78
861,492  4,699,025.41
116.339
116.339

0.87

0.59

0.39

0.36



® Toyota (Nigeria) Limited
REASSURANCE CHECK GUIDELINES

FOR ITS CUSTOMERS ON SPECIFIC TOYOTA MODELS

CHASSIS NUMBER CHECK

be,ow' you are r" to contart ~
MODEL CHASSIS NO
JTMBH31V - - 5006216 to 5058109
Rav 4 2.0LA/T JTMBH31V - - 6013096 to 6088010

JTMBH3L1V - - D000263 to D014932
SB1BL75L - - E001004 to-E013727

Avensis 2.0L MIT & AT SBIBL76L - - EO01101 fn FmiTOC
Corolla 1.33L M/T AHTLT52E - - 6000641 to 6006737

AHTLCS2E - - 3001340 to 3018540
Corolla 1.8L M/T & A/T AHTLCS6E - - 3002062 to 3019173

AHTLCS8E - - 3001037 to 3018846

T° CHECK/READ YOUR VEHICLE CHASSIS NUMBER
See the following guidelines to check/read your vehicle chassis number

"?c¢cS T @anCe Chel* iISaPPHCAble ° nly to the ab® Ve "Sted modelsMV4' Avensis and Cw*  <I-4xli & i.« Il Nof

- Open your door and check the metallic label riveted to the body of the front left door frame.
m Look for an alpha numeric number that is seventeen digit and copy it correctly.

 Compare the copied number to the range specified above and confirm if it falls within the range.

not to book‘an appdntoert)” dea'erSt0 b°°k  aPP°intment <f * does

e The fixing procedure lasts between 40-45 minutes.
< Reassurance check is free of charge if your chassis number falls within the range specified above.

TOYOTA (NIGERIA) LIMITED ACCREDITED DEALERS
any of the following Toyota accredited dealers for your reassurance check appointment:

Elizade Nigeria Limited; Globe Motors Holdings Nig. Itd i
Ogba: OX7949496; 070-29719801 . 0RO Mandilas Motors. Kojo Motors.
P-Harcourt: 080-3302396; \S,i‘.rg{‘f;%%éogé%014_3%1‘21%%31321466“44 Simpson: 080-23142377; 01 7388380 Su:ulere: 080-37212008; 01-6653690
080-32183314 oty btga1ooge  EDUte-Meta: 080-69007456; 018752506 Lo cen aano it odo vaneorag
Abuja: 080-33757475; 09-7802425 Abun: 070.25774246: 080.331207%2 Ibadan: £80-33500359; 02-8740891 Hotiine: 07065000010
Akure 080-64407652,0T0-S6475965  otine; 07065004 Kationa: 090.9835.4315; 067 894763
otline: : 080- ;
Omoregie Motors; Warri: 080-37497767; 053-816828

RT Briscoe Nig. Pic. , - P-Harcourt: 080-37085484; 084-889930

k _ Alaba: 070-92310487; 01-8542383 Hotl no: 07065000008
Matori: 01-7614724, 01-8945497 Abiija: 080-54933032; 070-25093088
Abuja: 070-98107165:080-34021579 Metropolitan Motors:
P-Harcourt: 080-32357867: Germaine Auto Cente. Ogh: 01-7411343, 080-33748348
080'.33921723 lekki: 01-8120482; 070-23322443 '
Hotfine: 07065000003 Hotline: 07065000006

Toyota (Nigeria) Limited

t,kk'p* ,"lUas"“~-u'



CONCERNED YOBE CITIZENS FOR JUSTICE (CYCJ)

Head office: No 65 Bakin Transformer. Poliskum L.G.A. Yobe state.
E-mail: cycj22@yahoo.com

MOTO: Justice and equity for ALL Yobe citizens, ALL Nigerians

PRESS RELEASE

YOBE GOVERNORSHIP: ANPP/INEC vs Senator Usman Albishir-
An urgent call forJUSTICE

We start by saying that the CYCJ stands for truth, justice and
equity: NO sentiments!
SV
As a pressure-group concerned with the promotion ofjustice
xand equity for ALL the citizens of our dear Yobe State in
particular, the rest of Nigerians and indeed the world in
general, we feel the need to urgently seek the dispensation of
justice over the three years litigation between the All Nigeria
Peoples Party, ANPP and Independent National Electoral
Commission, INEC on one part and Senator Usman Albishir,
winner of the 2007 ANPP governorship primary elections in
Yobe State, who won with 388 votes as against 88 votes scored
by late Mamman Bello Ali (May His soul rest in peace).

We are very worried that this matter which, to us looks very
straight toward, given the precedence set by the Supreme
Court of Nigeria in the matter between PDF and Governor
Rotimi Amaechi of Rivers State, has stalemated for just too
long with litigations being slowed down by some delay games.

Senator Albishir as known to all, won the primaries, was given
certificate of return by the ANPP and was even cleared by the
INEC as the valid candidate only to be substituted ih few' days
withoutrecourse to the provisions ofthe law.

Series oflitigations on this matter have ensured and that is now
history so to speak. Acting on the instruction ofthe Supreme
Court, issued to him on 20hof November, 2007, Albishir
returned to the Appeal Court sitting in Jos to pursue his
appeal. The court granted him right to file fresh appeal as part
of his constitutional right to reject a ruling by a lower court
through a civilised manner. This ruling to our minds finally
laid to rest issues bothering on abuse of court process as was
the usual claim ofthe ANPP and INEC.

Rather than allowing the appeal court to hear the merit of the
case in line with the universal clamour substantive justice
which we believe is the focus of the Nigerian Judiciary, the
ANPP and 1INEC went to the Supreme Court challenging the
right granted Albishir to file fresh appeal .

Our urgent request as well as appeal as the Supreme Court
rules on the matter tomorrow; is for our very highly placed and
most regarded judges to deliverjustice without fear of favour
and with the fear of God and due regard to their individual and
collective conscience.

We feel the need to make this call because our concern is for
justice and equity for the citizens of our dear state and the rest
of Nigerians and humanity. Our concern becomes very cogent
given the fact that our citizens are keenly divided along two
lines and this, much as it is an open wound, can only be healed
with conscience nurtured by truth and should be exemplified
by ourjudges whom we have no reason so far, to distrust.

\ .

Depending on which side the Supreme Court's ruling goes, we
urge any other court, the appeal court especially, should the
matter return to it, to accelerate hearing on the matter so that
this issue can end as we approach severe politicking.

We, however, acknowledge and commend Senator Usman
Albishir for remaining very patient over the years and despite
the severe emotional trauma, time taking and costs he has been
encountering in the stalemated litigation. We salute him for
being a gentle man who has taking the part of honour by
seeking legal redress in a civilised manner rather than going
through any other unlawful means to seek redress.

We must also say that the sitting government of Yobe state, has
in recent times, shown some level of democratic culture in
which tension previously shared amongst citizens with
contrasting views has been dowsed even though these
contrasting views still exist. This is none the less healthy for
our people to enjoy their rights ofassociation and this deserves
some applause.

The CYCJ emphatically appeals to the Supreme Court to help
Yobe people by delivering not only justice but also what will
be seen and certified as justice so that the process 6f genuine
reconciliation can begin because without such a bold step by
the Apex court our people may remain divided and this is
unhealthy.

/

As we recognise the rights of both parties to resort to court, we
once again, condemn in strong terms, some forces that made
the true ANPP and the hitherto united people ofYobe State go
through this divisional crisis in the first instance.

We thank the judiciary for strengthening our fate in our
nascent Democracy by keeping our hopes alive, that one day
we shall have a Nigeria where candidates who won primaries
will no longer face the monster called substitution and in
which politics will be played according to laid down rules that
arc goofl forall.

God bless the good members of ANPP, good citizens of Yobe
and the good citizens ofthe federal republic ofNigeria.

Signed

Alhaji Ibrahim Ali Gadaka
(Former commissioner in Yobe)
Chairman, CYCJ

Yusuf Ibrahim Fika
Secretary


mailto:cycj22@yahoo.com
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COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

P.M.B 05,
AKWANGA NASARAWA STATE

INVITATION TO TENDER

1.. College of Education Akwanga is inviting Competent
and interested Companies to submit Tender Documents for
the foilowing construction and procurement work under
its ETF YEAR 2008 & 2009 Merged Projects.

A Project No. COE/AKWANGA/ETF/08/01:
Construction of one unit Theatre Arts Auditorium

B-  Project No. COE/AKWANGA/ETF/09/04:
Construction and furnishing of one Unit Lecture Hall

C.  Project No. COE/AKWANGA/ET{/08/03:
Furnishing of Theatre Arts Auditorium

D.  Project No. COE/AKWANGA/ETF/08/02 & 09/05:
Procurement of 4 no. Units of S Tonne Packaged LG
Air Condition, with 4 no. Units of 5000 Watts AVRS.

2. PRE-QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENT

interested Companies must forward copies of the following

documents and the originals to be made available for

sighting during opening of Tender.

. Evidence of Registration with Corporate Affairs
Commission (CAC)

ii.  Technical Brochure with illustrative photographs of

_ previous execution of similar projects.

" Tax clearance certificate in respect of VAT for the last
three (3) years.

V. Company s Financial Report for the last three (3)
Years,

v.  Evidence of contract Registration with College

3. SUBMISSION OF TENDER BIDS

Completed Tender documents are to be submitted to the
office of the Registrar, College of Education Akwanga, and
to be addressed to "The Secretary Tender Board, College
of Education P.M.B.05, Akwanga, Nasarawa State/' Such
documents are to. reach the office of the Registrar on or
before 26th February 2010.

Applicants are to note that late submission will not be
entertiined. Only shortlisted applicants shall be invited for
Pre-qualification bidding.

Signed
Mr. Thomas Inarigu
Ag. Registrar

FEDERAL COLLEGE OF EDUCATION {TECHNICAL} GOMOE
ASHAKA ROAD, P.M.B 60, GOMBE, GOMBE STATE.

INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION FOR
CONSULTANCY SERVICES

A INTRODUCTION:

The Federal College of Education fTech),Gombe is a benefinarv of onna .rr

PtwMf

ETF SPECIAL INTERVENTION

LOT4,

LOJS  @eostnHon of Te'Yucal Draning workshop
LFe"  Corurttonof Grwj houseand Hatchery..
LOT 7 f Constinriifirt

i .2 ,.YEAR2010 CAPITAL PROJECTS

[
I {5OTA  CONSTOUCTIgNOFACCESSROALS...............
I| 191S | CONSTHUCTIONOFFEMIN E HOSTEL ™. .

LOTC  CONSTRUCTION OF COLLEGE PERIMETER FENCING

3S5SUSX* Hies'm

Appteants may indicate their interest in one or more Lots categorized above Each Praiers

20W8ver- ave 3 sePar3te application and bear the name of a relevant Int rink,
consultants With proven experience and track records would be”equ L tfted n

! PRE-QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS;

1IFOTcStanSTendo " f °J Purification documents, all interested

&

Evidence of registration with the corporate Affairs Con-mission (Only a Limited Liability
Companywould be considered).

Evidence of registration with relevant Professional Bodly,

Company Profile. This should contain among others.

Evidence of Technical competence (Staff & Equipment)

Evidence of Letter of engagement and Letter of practical completion of similar projects
(with colored Picture of fhe completed projecthandled),

Letter from company's Bank stating financial capability of the comffeny to execute the
projects,

| SUBMISSION OF PRE-QUALIFICATION DOCUMENTS:

fsiriS S S S IS

me Toptefthandcornerofeachenvelopand addressed to

| r |

G T° LOTS al

The DirectorofWorks and Services,
Federal College ofEducation (Tech),
P.M.B, SO, Ashaka Road, Gombe, Gombe State.

OPENING OF PRE-QUALIFICATION AND TENDER-

Names of Successful Consultants willbe placed on the College notice board,

i TECHNICALBIDS:

| PLEASANOTE:
All expenses incurred and associated with the preparation of the pre-qualification
documents shall be borne by the prospective Consultants.
The College reserves the rightto reject any/orall Pre-qualffication submission
The recommended Consultant would be required to present the original copies of the '
entire documents claim in their submission for verification. Those founds to have falsify
fnh«emfSS°n ~  t36”an”ed overto the appropriate authority and their submission
outrightly disqualified. ~
The final recommended consultants, would be required to submit their
Account number. Bank sort code thatcan be used throughout the contract oeriod for the
paymentofservices rendered.
Failure to satisfy the above prequalification requirements is an admission of self
disqualification'
The College will not enter into any correspondence with any firm or individual on why a
consultant was not qualified

Bank name

Signed
Alhaji Ahmed Mohammed Dukku
Registrar/ Secretary to the Council.
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INTERNATIONAL
I 2 0 1
INSULTANG vy TRAINING PROGRAMMES

February - July

Phillips Consulting's international training programmes offer the opportunity to acquire skills within short periods of intensive
and highly interactive learning away from home. We present our training calendar for February to July, 2010.

QuaW CSSSS‘SSFH Systems

, location
Run II:
Run I /
The Quality Management Systems (QMS) initiative iso structured programme developed by Phiifips Consulting, ta bring Ihe concept of quaisty into the processes, systems,

procedures and methods ot the administrative and setvic© delivery systems in both public 8 private sector organisations. This philosophy wets successfully implemented by
the former US President, Bill Clinton in tbs State of Arkansas and the White House

Over the years, our benchmarking partners in, the United Stotts ot n and South Afnr :i hove provided good evamptes of Oesi practice rneihoaolpgies for ppr-cttiel
ministries ond organisations on all site visits.

The Executive Leadership Proornnttfm at the t laward Uniye?sify School of Business :HUSB) ;Sa ?£;:entinitiative hv Phillips Consulting in \)c,r mtyr-r\ w.th Hawun'i Un.vers ‘y.
to enyoge senior executives in an nr,evolve way 0> the principles of two oryuc.isationol leadeiship and performance inonoyement. This mnovo? on o highlighted by »he
opportunity to be joined in class by selected Howord University MBA st«d«nt$. [ ]

The programme will focus on the route that leaders hove to navigate in folfflBng Ifwir foncttonoi and leadership rotes in an ever changing business environment. If will as
well deal extensively with she ability to assess the workforce and adopt feedership cum management responses in the management of people through well articulated ond
sSnuctured performance management systems. .

Philips Consulting is pioneering the initiative of enhancing the capacity of government agencies and the private sector -0 manage and deal with disaster situof-ons
professionally and effectively by organising, in conjunction wrth the ADPC in Thailand, a very comprehensive two-week programme on Disaster Management \

The programme provides a unique opportunity for delegates to interact with o teom of leading Disaster Management to learn new techniques in disaster
prevention, mitigation and management, disaster resistance construction, codes and guidelines, aswell as how to create a database for hazard occurrences

D Project & O perations M anagement Programme (POMP):
Rvm/Oate ' Imattm
BIIiM M |

W m m m m *_ 1. ) .- | Dubio, United Arab Em W KKtt/M

PMIlip$ Consoling presents q two - week programme to address the implicofions of the mobility to plan, execute, and manage projects p»ote$s*ona% ond successfully.
Participants will learn:. * (} key project management skills from an operations perspective; {«) leadership skills necessary to*implement ond integrate projects successfully [
(ni) the techniques required for establishing formal and informal pfolectteam s as building blocks lor organisations. De-legates w ill participate in a business operations

simulation exercise in Ihe lastwe&k of the programme..

Rvns/D ate

Run | mmmmmrnmmmmam

— wthC

The Phillips Consulting Executive Managemerrt Development P ngttm mt fEMDP) hos succeeded over (he post 17 years through a collaborative approach with Business
Schools and specialised faculties to engage senior executives in on environment tihat is different and succeeding. This programme holding in South Africa will be managed
by Wits Business School, University of Witwatersrand in conjunction with Phillips Consulting, South Africa.

Participants on the programme will walk away with;

« Insights and advice from the most respected leaders m fhe field of leadership, leadership development and management;
.» Emerging methodologies and revoMtonary approaches for leadership ond management development

» Tips, tools, and techniques from world class leadership development programmes

m Profiling ond de briefing of #* Hermann Brain Dominance Instrument |[H8DI)

Further Enquiries

Please call Jones on 0704 099 7984, emo : lones.autph' ipscansitlting r."t or ‘H | L L | P S
Felicia on 0803 328 4688; Emo>h teliciae@philnpsconsuliing,n«) to receive detailed brochure and also to register. 'N S U L T I N G

Note; We con offer a modified package to address fhe specific needs of yeur o rfemisatior* www.phiilipsconsulting.net
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Office of the Accountant -General
of the Federation Abuja

Final notice for the verification and collection of the 5 years
Pension Buyout entitlements to staff and Pensioners of
NITEL/MTEL

This is to inform all staff and pensioners of NITEL who have not yet collected their
Insurance Claims since the payment exercise

entitlements and beneficiaries of Death
be

commenced m February 2007. that final verification and payment exercise will
conducted one day in each month from January to March, 2010. The days for the Exercise are
27th lanuary, 24th February and 31 st March 2010. Beneficiaries are to come to the Office of
the Accountant General of the Federation, Treasury House Abuja, for verification. For the
avoidance of doubt those who areto come for this final exercise are as follows.

Next of kin ot staff who died on duty who have now secured letters of

administration,

' staff and pensioners living outside the country who could not come durins the
various paymentexercises;

"I sStaff and Pensioners who have not yet collected any entitlement since the exercise
commenced;

IV Death Insurance Claim beneficiaries.

In the case of staff living abroad that may not be able to come for the exercise, they should
forward in writing their contact address in their countries of residence. Arrangements are
being made to pay them through the Nigerian High Commission and Embassiel; located in
their countries of residence.

Documents to be produced by staffand pensioners for the exercise are:

L. Letterof firstappointment;

i, Letter of retirement/Disengagement;
iii. Identity card;

iv. Letteroflastpromotion;

V'_ Letter of administration for deceased entitlements and insurance claims only =
VI Letter of Identification from NITEL for the Nexto fkin.

VI Payslip for Pensioners

"NMOTE THAT THIS VERIFICATION AND PAYMENT IS NOT A NEW
FOR BENEFICIARIES WHO HAVE NOT YET



DIRECTORATE OF TECHNICAL AID CORPS

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, ABUJA
HAlex Buweme Wy, Jabi Ostnict, Abuja

FORMAL DISENGAGEMENT FROM SERVICE OF
2004/2006 AND 2006/2008 TAC VOLUNTEERS.

certificates are also invited,

affected volunteers only.

3. The schedule ofparticipation is as follows:

S/N O

COUNTRY OF
ASSIGNMENT

ARRIVAL
DATE

DEPARTURE
DATE

GROUP 1 UGANDA Sunday, 21st Monday, 22nd
SEYCHELLES February, 2010 February, 2010
DOMINICA
CONGO
EQUITORIAL
GUINEA
GROUP 2 SIERRA LEONE Monday, 22nd Tuesday, 23rd
LIBER IA February, 2010 February, 2010
JAMAICA
GROUP 3 ZAMBIA TUeSday,ZSrd WedneSday’
ETHIOPIA February, 2010 24th February,
2010
GROUP4 THE GAMBIA W ednesday, Thursday. 25th
SAO TOME & 24th February, February, 2010
PRINCIPE 2010
MOZAMBIQUE
GUYANA _
GROUP 5 FIJI Thursday, 25 th Friday, 26th
RWAND A February, 2010 February, 2010
BELIZE
BURUND.I
1BEN IN >
rtliailgciliciiia » « 7% |
the eventon the designated dates.
5 Itis mandatory for all affected volunteers to come with two (2) passport sized photographs and

eitheracertified Drivers’license oridentity Card for ldentification purposes.

6 Please contactany ofthese phone numbers for further clarification (08068641021,08033110475,
. 08075468190,07030290118 and 08055120578)

Signed
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Galadanchi heads FG'scommittee
on Madrasah education

By Abdullahi M. Gulloma

THE Minister'of State for Educa-
tion Hajiya Aishatu Dukku has
inaugurated a 16-member Min-
isterial Committee on Madrasah
Education headed by Professor
Shehu Galadanchi.

The committee is primarily
charged with the responsibility
of designing strategies and action
plans for the integration ofqur anic
education into the countrysedu-
cation system.

Speaking at the inauguration of

the committee, Hajia Dukku said
Federal Government has taken
bold steps to ensure that no classes
ofpeople areleftbehind in the race
forthe acquisition offunctional lit-
eracy in the country.

According to her, part of the
measures taken by the Federal
Government was “the integra-
tion of quranic school into the
Universal Basic Education (UBE)
programme and the current effort
toward providing a platform for
the enhancement ofgirl-child edu-
cation and that of other disadvan-

taged groups.”

“This isanother unique oppor-
tunity to demonstrate our com-
mitment to the education of all
school-age children, especially
the almajirai and other disadvan-
taged groups. Atthe national level,
the recognition of basic education
as the bedrock for national devel-
opment as well as the foundation
upon which other levels ofeduca-
tion are built has fuelled govern-
ments drive for the attainment of
Education for All (EFA) by 2015,”
she said.

Hajiya Dukku, who disclosed
that Federal Government has
added impetus to the previous
efforts toward eradicating illiter-
acy and enabling the realisation of
the full potential ofevery citizen of
the country, said government had
designed programmes to provide
direction to all aspects of basit
education as well as to target spe-
cial classes of people.

This is in a bid to ensure that
no classes ofpeople are left behind
in the race for the acquisition of
functional literacy,” she said.

She said government has
empowered the relevant agencies
to ensure that they proffering solu-
tions to the challenges of realising
the potential ofthe almajirai, add-
ing that efforts have been made to
consolidate the successes recorded
in imparting knowledge and disci-
pline in school-age children.

Responding on behalfofall the
committee members, >Professor
Shehu Galadanchi, said the com-
mittee will do everything possible
to ensure thatit carriesoutits func-
tions effectively.

Council tasks Namadi on
college infrastructure

From Ismail Mudahsir,
Kaduna

THE Governing Coun-
cil of the Kaduna State
School of Health Technol-
ogy has called on Gover-
nor Mohammed Namadi
Sambo to rehabilitate
major infrastructures at
the institution.

A statement signed by
the public relations officer
of the college Muham-
mad Gidado Adamu said
the call was made by the
chairman of the council,
Alhaji Habibu Sani dur-
ing a facility tour of the
three campuses of the
college in Kaduna North,
Makarfi and Pampeguwa.

The statement quoted
Alhaji Sani as saying that

the institution requires
urgent attention.

According to the state-
ment, Alhaji Sani also
commended Governor
Sambo for providing the
state-of-the-art  dental
equipment at the Makarfi
campus, and for award-
ing contract for the reha-
bilitation of the Kaduna
campus.

The statement said
also that the chairman of
Kubau Local Government
Area, Malam Hashim
Garba Anchau assisted
the college with 10 casual
staff, two set of comput-
ers and one 500kva trans-
former to enhance the
power supply in Pambe-
guwa campus of the col-
lege.

Retuming schools to

missionaries will make
education elitist — NUT scribe

THE return of schools to
missions will introduce
elitism in the education
sector, £>elta State secre-
tary of Nigeria Union of
Teachers (NUT) Mr Eddy
Uloho, has said.

Uloho, who dismissed
speculations that the Delta
government would return
some schools to the mis-
sions, said if returned, the
schools would individually
decide their tuition fees.

“This would mean
increased tuition fees
compared with tuition

fees paid in public schools.

Besides, masses will be at
the receiving end. Gov-
ernment should think of
eliminating social vices
rather  than increase
them because when these
schools are returned and
some parents cannot
afford the tuition fees,
we will have cases of drop
outs,” he said.

He said also that return-
ing the schools to the mis-
sions would be counter-
productive “as it means
that the Muslims cannot
attend the same schools
with Christians.” (NAN)

CHAIRMAN of Abuja Institute of Chartered Accountant”fNtgeria(ICAN) Fred Okonta (left) PreciHant
Universities Accounting Students Association ,NUAS,,

Musa
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120 scholarships for Nigerians at British Council education fair

From Chris Agabi, Lagos

THE forth coming British Council
education exhibitions in Abuja and
Lagos will see about 120 Nigerians
benefiting from scholarships oppor-
tunities that would be made available
by participating institutions from the
United Kingdom.

The British Council has been
organising the education exhibition in
Nigeria since 2003. The council said
in Lagos that this years event, which
is the 7th edition, will be the biggest
ever held in Nigeria with over 5000
participants and over 50 UK universi-

ties showcasing solutions to prospec-
tive Nigerians willing to study in the
United Kingdom.

Deputy country director of the
British Council Amir Ramzan told
reporters in Lagos that “the initiative
to make these scholarships opportu-
nities for Nigerians was put together
by the British Council as part of its
efforts to make the exhibitions ofeven
greater benefit to participants.”

In addition to scholarship oppor-
tunities, participants will have direct
interface with the institutions and
would have their questions on admis-
sion placement and visa policies

answered by experts.

On her part, the Business Partner-
ships Manager of the British Council
Mrs Adetomi Soyinka said “many
interested Nigerians spend a good
amount of time searching for financ-
ing and scholarship opportunities to
support their educational aspirations.”

“We therefore decided to make it
a little easier by pulling this scholar-
ship information together for them
in aformat that is easy to understand.
We are also hoping to have some
banks come in to share their various
financing options with participants,”
she said.

NYSC to mobilise 100,000 corps members in 2010

NO less than 100,000 corps members will be mobilised
for the 2010 Batch 'A’NYSC scheme, Director-General of
National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) Brigadier-General

Maharazu Tsiga, has said.

Tsiga announced this while declaring open a Servicom
Workshop for NYSC staff in Benue, Nasarawa, Niger and

Plateau States. .

He, however, blamed some of the universities for not

istration on time.

sending the names of prospective corps members for reg-

According to him, NYSC returned N5 billion to govern-

ment in 2009, due to the inability of some universities to

send the list of prospective corps members on time.
HE said adequate arrangements had been made by the

NYSC to accommodate all prospective corps members

(NAN)
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500 studentswin MTN
scholarship

From Chris Agabi, Lagos

OVER”OO students have emerged as ben-
eficiaries ofthe MTN Foundation’s Science
and Technology Scholarship Awards for the

2010/2011 academic session.

The candidates emerged after a rigor-

ous assessment exercise conducted by the
Joint Admission and Matriculation Board
(JAMB) in three zones across the country

on Saturday, December 5,2009.

The scholarship covers tuition and book
allowances for one year and the successful
candidates will be presented with their

DAILY TRUST

in Lagos State.

MR David Higgs and Rabi Isma of British Council (middle) flanked by the winners of the council's programme.

KBC media organises teen tourist’'s essay, quiz competition

By Abdullahi M. Gulloma

AN Abuja-based KBC Media Limited,
publishers of Youngsters Digest, have
organised a “Teen Tourist’ Essay and
Quiz Competition in order to help
youngsters realise their potentials.
The competition was organised in
Abuja at the Federal Capital Territory
(FCT) Education Resource Centre.
The highlights of the competition
saw the Federal Government .Girls
College (FGGS), Owerri coming first
in the essay competition while Okpeje
Comprehensive Secondary School

came secondevenasthe FGGC Owerri
became 3rd and 4th runners up in the
essay category.

Inthe quiz category, Junior Second-
ary School Zuba, came first while JSS
Dei Dei came second and JSS Gaube
came third. Some ofthe schools went
away with prices including textbooks
and cash.

In his speech, the chief execu-
tive officer of KBC Media Limited
Mr. Chukwuemekla K. Onwubiko,
lamented the cost ofdoing business in
Nigeriaand the general indifference to
education characterized by the poor

reading culture among the youths.

He said the competition wasorgan-
ized to improve the reading culture
among youths, and called on parents
and guardians to help inculcate the
reading habit in their children and
wards.

In her opening address, the Direc-
tor General of Consumer Protection
Council (CPC) Mrs. Ify Umenyi, said
parents and guardians'will do well,
if during festive seasons, youths are
taken to beautiful natural sceneries
thatabound in Nigerias different geo-
political zones.

NANS reject 300% school fees hike in Ekpoma

By Maureen Onochie

THE National Association of Nige-
rian Students (NANS) has con-
demned the over 300 percent
increase in school fees by the man-
agement of Ambrose Ah University,
Ekpoma.

President ofthe association Com-
rade Jude Imagwe told journalists,
that the school fees were formerly
N18,000, N21,000 and N26,000 but
have been increased to N 100,000 for
diplomaJtudenats, 150,000 for Msc,

N250.000 for Phd, among others.

Comrade Jude Imagwe, who
described the increment as outra-
geous, inhuman and wicked, called
for its immediate review.

He also called for the immediate
reversal of all unbearable fees incre-
ment in Ambrose Ali University,
University of Ado-Ekiti and other
institutions with immediate effect.

While condemning the act of
vandalism and wanton destruction
of property that occurred during
students protest in Ekpoma, Com-"

rade Imagwe gave assurance that
the association would mobilize all
its members to protest the ‘unjustifi-
able’incrementifthe school authori-
ties remain adamant.

The association also called on all
student leaders across the nation to
commence dialogue and ensure that
the unfortunate and unacceptable
recourse to vandalism and destruc-
tion properties being associated
with the otherwise legitimate protest
in Ekpoma is not allowed to repeat
itself.

awards in batches in a couple ofweeks.
The first batch of presentations will
take place in Enugu State on February
19, the second batch, in Zaria on Feb-
ruary 20, and the last batch will be pre-
sented with their awards on February 22

Thursday, February 18,2010

“Education is pivotal to the growth and
developmentofany nation. Thisis another
contribution ofthe MTN Foundation to
national efforts to ensure thatour children
who represent the future ofthis country
receive sound education,” said Director of

MTN Foundation Wale Goodluck.

Ogun NUT embarks on verification of teachers

STRIKING teachers and
primary school pupils in
public primary schools in
Ogun State are to present
themselves for on-the-spot
verification in their various
schools.

Principal Assistant Sec-
retary-General of the state
wing of NUT Chief Wale
Oyeniyi, who made this
known in a circular, said
the verification was part of
an agreement signed by the
union and the authorities of
the 20 local governments in
the state.

He said the agreement is
the basis forthe implementa-
tion ofthe new Teachers Sal-
ary Scale (TSS) in the state.

He explained that the
verification, which would
last for two weeks, was to
determine the number of
the TSS beneficiaries and

the actual cost implication
for the implementation of
the new salary structure.

The teachers com-
menced an indefinite
strike on Wednesday for
the refusal of the 20 local
governments in the state to
implement the new TSS as
directed by the state gov-
ernment

The NUT boss stated
that the exercise was to be
conducted in each local
government by the local
government  Chairman,
the local government edu-
cation authority secretary,
SUBEB representative and
an NUT representative.

He urged, headmasters,
teachers and pupilsin pri-
mary schools to be in their
various schools as from
Wednesday, to facilitate the
exercise. (NAN)

Tapschoals for Abga exiibition

From Chris Agabi, Lagos

LEADING schools from
Abujaand other parts of the
country are setto meet par-
ents atthe Nigeria Interna-
tional Schools Exhibition,
organisers of the confer-
ence said in Lagos.

General Manager of
Edumark Mrs Bimbo Obas-
uyi said remains the bed-
rock through which any
meaningful development
can be achieved.

“It is important that
parents do not take the
issue lightly. A lot of par-
ents simply choose schools
at random without bother-
ingto ensure that the vision
and ethos of that school
conforms to their family
values and orientation. At

NISE 2010, discerning par-
ents would be able to begin
a quantitative research
on schools, shortlist from
them and do a proper fol-
low up before the final deci-
sion is made,” she said.

She said there would
be talks with parents on
family finance issues and
understanding the school
curriculum, among other
things.

Expected at the Abuja
exhibition are schools such
as Lekki British Interna-
tional High School, Regent
Secondary School Abuja,
British-Nigerian Academy,'
Ladela High School, Day
Waterman College, Mai-
yegun College and Green-
springs School, among
other top institutions.

Ojerinde emerges new IAEA president

By Maureen Onochie

THE Registrar of the Joint
Admissions and Matricu-
lation Board (JAMB) Pro-
fessor ‘Dibu Ojerinde has
been elected as the new
president of the Inter-

national Associatioru fori.

Educational Assessment
(IAEA), an umbrella
body of examinations and
associated organizations
across the globe.
Professor Ojerinde will
take over from Dr Yoav,
and serve for a period of

twe'yearbu -'oo0 :i;uu uti>nov
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No case of certificate forgery in UNAAB, says \VC

From Emmanuel Thomas, UNAAB

™ faUniversity of Agriculture, Abeokuta
(UNAAB) said ithad not recorded any case
of certificate forgery among its students in
the last three years.

Vice Chancellor of the university, Pro-
fesses Olaiya Balogun, said this at a news
conference as part ofactivities to mark the

nJ 7th convocation of the institution.

As for those who have forged their cer-

tificates to come to the university in the last
three years, we have not recorded any and
the reason is not farfetched. Our screen-
ing exercise is such that you are not given
admission until we have screened your
original certificates.

The master results are also purchased
by the university from either NECO or
WAEC. So the second stage is about two to
three weeks screening ofthe students with
their original certificates. Whatever you

Don flays lecturers
who fall to fulfil their

responsibilities

give to us is checked from the master list.
So it would be very difficult for those who
have fogged their certificates to be able to
register ror the session.

“On examination malpractices, | will say,
we have less than zero point zerd, zero one
per ceiit of our students population have
been disciplined on account ofexamination
malpractice in the last three years. Yet we
have nothad up to 30 cases in three years and
yet we have a student population of 11,000.

“We have just concluded the first semes-
ter examination and cases recorded are not
up to 10 and some of them have also been
drot'ped because of unproven integrity
beyond reasonable doubt. In a session, |
am not sure that they are up to 15 going to
Senate and being approved by the Senate. In
the last three years, we have not had course
to expel anybody or rusticate anybody on
ac_((:jount ofany proven cultist activitieshe
said.

A prominent don from
the University of Oxford,
Professor Gavin Williams,
has flayed lecturers “who
fail to fulfil their respon-
sibilities to their students,
to their institutions, and
to the tax payer” charging
them to do their duty and
maintain “plain intellectual
integrity.”

Williams made this sub-
mission as part of his Key-
note Address delivered at
the opening ceremony of
a conference organised by
the International Confer-
ence on Higher Education
and Globalisation in col-
laboration with Education
Faculties in West Africa
(CEFWA).

Speaking on the theme
“The Academic Vocation
in an Age of Commoditiza-
tion, the scholar, who has
published several works on
Nigeria, said the mundane
values ofthe world ofcom-
moditisation and globalisa-
tion are not in line with the
vocation to which academ-
ics are called.

“Where then do our
responsibilities lie? If we
take seriously the calling of
the academic life, we pur-
sue learning to promote
knowledge. From this
view, the division between
research and teaching is
between two different
aspects oflearning. Learn-
ing involves inquiry, skills,
discovery, communication,
teaching and reflection” he
said.

Illustrating the dilem-
mas  confronting  the
academia, the Profes-
sor of Politics and Inter-
national Relations, who
fought alongside Africans
to abolish apartheid in
South Africa, described
how political office may
be traded up to economic
benefit both in Britain and
Nigeria, as well as how
Max Webers account of
‘how political machines in
the U.S.A. a hundred years
ago lived bffpolitics’could
stand in word for word as
a description of Nigeria’
contractocracy.’

NOUN to run degree
programme on climate

change -VC

THE National Open Univer-
sityofNigeria (NOUN) is to
run a degree programme on
climate change, Vice Chan-
cellor of the university Pro-
fessor Olugbemiro Jegede,
has said.

Jegede, who disclosed
this at Forum of the News
Agency ofNigeria, said “we
are going to start our degree
and possibly diploma on cli-
mate change.”

“We have now invited
two Nigerians, the best that
you can find; one from Aus-

tralia and one from Hong
Kong. They are writing and
now finishing the proposal
on climate change,” he said.

He regretted that there
was no university today in
the country awarding any
degree on climate change or
related developments.

He explained that it
became imperative for
NOUN to start such a
course following a chal-
lenge by the Delta State
governor when he visited
him in Asaba.

From Mustafa Abubakar, florin

otworld universities, known aswebo-

metric ranking.

According to the 2010 webomet-
ric ranking result, University offlorin,
which was number 77 in Africa last
year and second to the University of
Benin in Nigeria, has become number
55 in Africa and number one in the
country.

Only five universities in Niggrias

unched by the Federal Government ;, Abuja recently.

UNILORIN leads
Igerian varsities in
webometric ranking

made the list ofthe best 100 in A

m SSSKSir'

_Inthe 2009 ranking, only five Nige-
rian universities were among the best

100 in Africa. They include Univer-
sity of Benin (number one in Nigeria
and number 61 in Africa), Univer-
sity of florin (number two in Nigeria
and number 77 in Africa), Obafemi
Awolowo University (number three
in Nigeria and number 78 in Africa),
University BF Ibadan (number four

The 2010 Webometrics Ranking

Universities
University of florin

Obafemi Awolowo University
University of Ibadan
University of Jos

University of Lagos

Position in Ni  ja

]st

2nd
3r(j
4th
5th

In the 2008 ranking, only two
Nigerian universities were in the best
100 category in Africa, and the Uni-
versity of florin was not in the radar.
The university then set to work, and
the hard work paid offwith the cur-
rent ranking.

The University of florin consid-
ers it unacceptable to be where it is in
Africa and is poised to be in the best
10 league soon, before it takes the lead
in the continent.

Position in the World
5,846th
6,265th
6,396th
7,000th
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Psychiatrists want to call
eing angry a mental 1lIness

DO you live surrounded by clutter
-ancient copies of magazines, your
children's old toys, articles you've
clippecf&ut ofnewspapers over the
years?

‘“you find it hard to throw out
things of limited or no value, you
could be suffering from hoarding
disorder.

‘Hoarding’isjust one ofthe new
mental conditions being added to
the psychiatrists’bible, or the Diag-
nostic and Statistical Manual Of
Mental Disorders (DSM), to give
It its proper name.

Other new conditions identi-
fied as possibly needing profes-
sional help include binge eating
- which is said to affect many peo-
ple who are seriously obese - and
‘tognitive tempo disorder’ which
seemsvery like laziness (symptoms
include dreaminess and sluggish-
ness). There’s also ‘intermittent
explosive disorder; which involves
occasionally becoming very angry
suddenly.

Most bizarre of the proposed
additions is one defined as getting
a thrill at being outraged by por-
nography’ It was also described
as Whitehouse syndrome after the
campaigner Mary Whitehouse,
who objected to sexual content
on TV. The DSM is a large book
that lists all psychiatric disorders
and describes their symptoms. Ifa
condition is in there, it means its
considered a mental illness.

But some ofthe new entries are
controversial, not least because of
fears they will result in many more
people being put on drugs that
could be ineffective or dangerous.

The DSM is produced by the

American Psychiatric Association
and is hugely influential worldwide.

‘Once acondition has got a label
you'Ve got a better chance of being
treated and researchers are more
likely to investigate it,’ explains Pro-
fessor David Cottrell, professor of
child and adolescent psychiatry at
the University of Leeds.

But not everybody is so relaxed
about including new disorders.
In fact, every time the DSM gets
updated there is a big row about
what should be added and what
shouldn’t. This time is no excep-
tion.

There have been three versions
of the DSM since the firstin 1952
and with each edition it has grown
fatter. - DSM IV is seven times
larger than the original. Last week,
a draft of DSM-V - due to be pub-
lished in 2013 - was put on the web
and is already proving contentious.

While hoarding is largely
uncontroversial - whatever invet-
erate newspaper clippers might
think ofbeing labelled ‘unwell’- the
inclusion of binge-eating disorder
is being hotly opposed. So, too, is
the addition of Internet and sex
addictions. One of the most out
spoken critics is Professor Christo-
pher Lane, author of Shyness: How
Normal Behaviour Became A Sick-
ness.

Hesworried about the blurring
ofthe line between eccentricity and
illness. “The American Psychiatric
Association is hell-bent on medi-
calising the normal highs and lows
of peoples emotional lives,” he says.

‘For this latest revision they Ve
set up aspecial task force to decide if
behaviours like bitterness, extreme

CUJTTER queenTlIfyou find it hard to throw things out, you may be suffering from ahoarding disorder

shopping or overuse of the internet
should be included,” he says. “The
science underlying all this is very
shaky to non-existent.’

Even shakier was the basis for
the supposed disorder of being
excited about condemning pornog-
raphy. Itsformal name, ‘absexuality
was coined by Carol Queen, a San
Francisco sex shop owner.

She used it to describe those
opposed to her work and cam-
paigned to have it included in
DSM-V. But there is no evidence
that this is going to happen: How-
ever, serious laziness and angry out-
bursts look as if they may make it
through.

The chairman of the task
force, Dr David Kupfer, claims the

updates are firmly based on sci-
entific evidence. However, while
scientists have made huge strides
in understanding the brainswork-
ings using scans, DSM-V will
rely on descriptions of disorders
because there’s not a single bio-
logical marker for them.

So while doctors predict your
risk of heart disease from your
cholesterol levels and blood pres-
sure, there are no physical tests for
hoarding, say.

This makes the potential-
inclusion of binge eating in the
new edition especially worrying,
says Professor Lane. ‘Research
into its causes has so far been
inconclusive and highly specula-
tive, so I'm very disturbed about

this proposal.’

Dr David, Haslam, of the
National Obesity Forum, disa-
grees. ‘This is a serious problem
that affects as many as 20 per cent
of obese patients,” he says. ‘But
treating it in the same way with
advice to lose weight, exercise and
even to have surgery can be disas-
trous unless the emotional prob-
lems are dealt with.’

But what’ reallyr causing the
fur to fly is the proposal that the
new manual should include ‘risk
syndromes’ - symptoms that some
psychiatrists believe act as an ear-
lywarning sign of serious mental
health problems in the future.
These risk syndromes could be
used to start treatment early.

Babies who can't sit up at 9 months'struggle at school’

BABIES who are not crawling by the time they reach
nine months are more likely to suffer from learning
and behavioural problems

BABIESwho are unable to crawl at nine months face falling
behind atschool and struggle to get on with their classmates,
a study has revealed,

It found that an inability to reach milestones such as sit-
ting upright or crawling is linked to learning and behaviour
problems.

The researchers, who tracked 15,000 children over the
first five years oftheir lives, said a simple screening test before
achild reaches their first birthday could prove crucial in pre-
venting youngsters falling behind.

The finding comes from the Millennium Cohort Study,
which is looking W 18,818 babies born between 2000 and
2001.

The study by the University of London, Institute of Educa-
tion, has already shown children from poor familiesare ayear
behind their wealthier counterparts when they start school.

A motor skill is an action that involves muscles in your
body. Gross motor skills are larger movements including
crawling and running, while fine motor skills are smaller
actions such as picking up an object between the thumb and
finger.

gIn tests of gross motor skills, 96 per cent were able to sit
up without support, 92 per cent were able to crawl and 69 per
cent could stand up if they were holding on to something.
Only 4 per cent could take a few steps.

In the assessment of fine motor skills, 99 per cent of chil-
dren were able to grab an object, 95 per cent could pass a toy
from one hand to the other, and 89 per cent could pick up an

object using their forefinger and thumb.

The researchers concluded developmental
affected about 10 per cent of children.

Youngsters who struggled with the tasks had a signifi-
cantly increased risk of falling behind at school when the)'
were five. They were also more likely to demonstrate anti-
social behaviour such as refusing to share.

Professor Ingrid Schoon, who led the study, said that all
children develop at different rates and some who are strug-
gling to sit or crawl may simply catch up.

However, in other cases, the problems can point to a
developmental delay that may need specialised help, she
added.

‘Each child is different,” she said. Ail children have their
own developmental pace. If parents are concerned the}*
should go to their GP or health visitor.’

Fewer than halfofprimary pupils walk to school, a report
has revealed.

It found 62 per centofunder-lls went on footin 1989
compared with 48 per centin 2008.

By contrast, those driven to school by their parents rose
from 27 per cent to 43 per cent.

The figures published by the Office for National Statistics
showed parents chose to drive because they were afraid of
road accidents and their children being abused by a stranger.

‘delays’



DAILY TRUST Thursday, February 18 2010

o &Jm

The Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9x9 square grid
made up of smaller 3x3 square grids (regions). The
numbers already present within the puzzle are
"given"- these are there to start you off. The aim is

to complete the puzzle by filling the empty cells
Every digit from 1-9 needs to fit in each row, col-
umn and region of 9 squares. Each row, column
and region must contain just one instance of each
number, 1-9.

89

2 456
| 6 9 2
4 | 6

3 681 5

5132

Solution to Sudoku 88

What about atomic weapon?
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Auto mechanics to be upgraded
IN six months - Kazaure

By Sunday Williams

ALL auto mechanics in Nigeriawill
be upgraded in line with the new

lum for automotive mechatronics
within the next six months, the
MinisteV of Labour and Produc-
tivity, Senator Ibrahim Kazaure
hi$\said. .

Speaking to newsmen in Abuja

1450federal
workers commence
; Specialised training
By Francis Okeke

ONE thousand four hundred and
fifty civil servants from 42 min-
istries, departments and agencies
of the Federal Government com-
menced mandatory specialised
training programme in order to
build their capacities.

The training, which com
menced in Abujaon 15th February
isthe third phase ofthe Mandatory
Specialized Training Programme
which commenced in Novem-
ber 2009 as an aspect of the 2009
Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) Public Sector Capacity
Building Project.

About 3150 officers on Grade
Levels 08 to 16 attended previous
training programmes in line with
the capacity building programme.

One hundred civil servants
from the Federal Capital Territory
(FCT) are also being trained in the
areas of Strategic Management and
Business Process Re-Engineering
for Competitive Advantage; Capac-
ity Building and Performance in
relation to Public Sector Reforms;
and Performance Management in
the Public Sector.

So far, training has taken place
in 19 states of the Federation while
it is expected to hold in the other
States between February 22 and
March 5,2010.

Selected professional officers
from MDGs core areas of health,
education, financial management,
poverty alleviation, agriculture and
information and communication
technology (ICT) from ill the states
of the federation are to be trained
on zonal basis.

Administrative Staff College
of Nigeria (ASCON), the Centre
for Management Development
(CMB), the Public Service Insti-
tute ofNigeria (PSIN) and the Dig-
ital Bridg'e Institute (DBI) among
others are the manpower develop-
ment institutions facilitating the
programme both atthe Federal an
State levels.

The 2010 MDGs Public Sec-
tor Capacity Building Project is
expected to take offin April when
more civil servants will undergo the
training'programme.

during the official launch of Fed
lum for automotive mechatronics
apprenticeship programme, the
minister said all the facilities that
will enhancelsmooth training of
the mechanics in line with the new
technology are on ground.

He said automotive technol-
ogy has progressed in the last two
decades with vehicles systems ho

longer purely mechanicaiubut a
combination of the two coupled
with computer application.

He said unfortunately, the
training of Nigerian mechanics
to meet the changing technology
in the automotive industry has
remained static, creating skill gap.

Kazaure said the newly
launched curriculum which was
puttogether by the National Auto-

FROM Left; Minister of Labour and

1,000 civil servants trained
on ICT, get laptops In

Kwara

From Mustapha Abubakar, llorin

KWARA State Head of Service, Alhaji Dabarako Mohanuned

workshop on

CivilService ofthe

.. ™laborationwith AgricStura®andkural Manage-
Federation in

traiThe8Head of Service who lamented that poverty alleviation pro”®

poor for whom they were meant for due to discontm 'y p

motive Cémmire (NAC) with the
partnership of his ministry will
bring about great transformation
and enhance productivity in the
auto industry.

He said the curriculum which
will lead to the award ofthe Federal

certificates of the Federal Ministry
of Labour and productivity will go
a long way to offer employment

to the teeming youths in the auto
industry especially in servicing
and maintenance of new genera-
tion vehicles.

Speaking, the Director Gen-
eral, National Automotive Cen-
tre (NAC),Engr.Aminu Jalal said
that the training of mechanics in
Nigeria has not kept pace with
developments in the automotive
industry.

Director General of NACEngr. ftminu Jalal. during
Apprenticeshipprogram s ,nAbu,, Tuesday.

CIPMN partners labour on
Industrial harmony

From Chris Agabi, Lagos

CHARTERED Institute of Personnel Management ofNigeria (CIPMN)

awareness about workers nghlsan

¢S JNMNS E tarltom

respons” commenced discussions

t labour unions to fash.on ways we
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A rgentina has taken
control ofthe waters
around the Falkland
Islands in an escala-
tion of its row with

Britain over the disputed territory.

The move would effectively
grant it the power to blockade the
British-ruled archipelago.

It conies as relations between
the two countries hit a new low
earlier this month after it was
revealed a contract to drill for oil
in the. East Falkland Basin had
been awarded.

Officials in Buenos Aires
announced Tuesday that all ships
sailing to the Flakland Islands -
known in Argentina as ‘Has Malvi-
nas x through the waters claimed
by South American country must
x hold a government permit.

v Any boat that wants to travel

between ports on the Argentine
mainland to the Islas Malvinas,
South Georgia and the South
Sandwich Islands...must first ask
for permission,”Cabinet chiefAni-
bal Fernandez said.

T tRe announcement means
Argentina will be able to
eontrol all traffic from

South America towards the

islands, including vessels carrying

drilling equipment and an oil rig
due to begin exploration by early
next year.

The South American country
still claims sovereignty over the
archipelago nearly three decades
after the end ofthe Falklands War
in which more than 1,000 people
died.

Simmering tensions boiled
over earlier this month when
Britain announced plans to begin
offshore exploration drilling near
the remote islands.

Geologists estimate there are
up to 60 billions of barrels ofoil in
the seabed near the Falklands and
a British company, Desire Petro-
leum, is due to begin drilling 100
miles north ofthe islands before
the end ofthe month.

A £20million offshore oil rig,
the Ocean Guardian, is expected
to arrive this week.

The Argentine foreign min-
ister registered a ‘most force-
ful protest’ over the drilling two
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weeks ago.

Before that, the countryssen-
ior diplomat in Britain, Javier
Pedrazzini, was hauled into the
Foreign Office in London for a
dressing down after Buenos Aires
passed a law claiming sovereignty
over the Falklands.

Argentinas foreign minister,
Jorge Taiana, vowed to take Aall
necessary legal and diplomatic
measures to recover sovereignty
over the islands.

Last week, the dispute almost
escalated into a major diplomatic
row after a ship carrying drilling
equipment, was blocked from
leaving the Buenos Aires port.

Argentinas government
claimed the ship, the Thor Leader,
was loaded with pipes bound for
the Falklands and accused Britain
of ‘illegally promoting’ drilling
operations.

It also vowed to blacklist com-
panies providing services to the
exploration effort.

A move to control shipping is
the latest development in
the dispute -which Argen-

tina says it will take to the UN.

Jorge Taiana, its Foreign Min-
ister, warned that his goverment
would take ‘all necessary steps’to

defend its claim on the islands, 300

-JsaasaassssB

miles from the coastline.

He said a presidential decree
would force all ships bound for
the islands or travelling through
waters claimed by Argentina to
secure the new permit.

The Falklands, which islanders
say were first sighted by an Eng-
lish navigator in 1592, have been
under British rule since 1833.

Argentina invaded the South
Atlanticislands in April 1982 only
to be defeated and expelled by a
British task force.

The conflict lasted 74 days and
cost the lives 255 British soldiers,
and 649 Argentine soldiers.

Since 1993, the population of

more than 3,000 people on the
self-governing overseas territory
have all been legal British citizens.

The islanders have tried to
shrug off the prospect of a new
conflict. There has been an eco-
nomic blockade of the Falklands
from Argentina for many years
now,’ said Roger Spink, the direc-
tor ofthe Falkland Islands Com-
pany. Its something weVve come
to expect.’

Britain has more than 1,000
military personnel on land and
more than 300 at sea in the region,
as well as four Typhoon jets, a
destroyer and a patrol boat in the
region.
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News Extra
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S cientists have finally

discovered how King

Tutankhamun died,

nearly a century after
the boy-pharaohs tomb
was unearthed in Egypt.

A DNA study revealed Tues-
day the 19-year-old died from
complications from a broken leg
that was exacerbated by malaria.

It also found the famous king
suffered from a cleft palate and
club foot and was a ‘frail king
who needed canes to walk.

Tut, who became pharaoh at
the age of 10 in 1333 B.C, ruled
forjust nine years until his death.
He was the last of the royal line
from the eighteenth dynasty of
the New Kingdom, one of the
most powerful royal houses of
ancient Egypt.

T he study, published in the
Journal of the American
Medical Association, is

based on two years of DNA test-

ing and CT scans of 16 mummies,
including Tutankhamun.

It has managed to identify a
number of mummies from King
Tuts family tree. These include
‘KV35EL’ - or Tiye, mother ofthe
pharaoh Akhenaten and grand-
mother of Tutankhamun, and the
KV55 mummy, which is probably
Akhenaten, father of Tutankha-
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mun.

A mummy previously known
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King Tut has fascinated the
world ever since his ancient tomb
was unearthed by British archae-
ologist Dr Howard Carter in the
Valley of the Kings in 1922.

Stunning funerary treasure
was found in his tomb, including
an 24.2Ib solid gold death mask
encrusted with lapis lazuli and
semi-precious stones.

The cause of his death has
long been disputed among his-
torians. Some believed he died
when aleg injury turned gangre-
nous, While others speculated he
was murdered.

heories that he was assas-
sinated stemmed from the
fact that he was the last

ruler of his dynasty, and had a

hole in the back of his head.

However, in 2005 Dr Hawass
announced his team had found
no evidence for a blow to, the
back of the head, and the hole
was from the mummification
process.

King Tut was succeeded by
the high priest Ay for four years -
also marrying his widow Ankhe-
senpamon.

He was followed by the mili-
tary leader Horemheb who ruled
for 26 years until he ceded power
to Ramses, founder of the 19th
dynasty.
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NESREA files criminal charges against Etisalat

THE National Environmental
Standards and Regulations
Enforcement Agency (NESREA)
has filed criminal charges
against the Emerging Markets
Telecommunications Limited
operating in Nigeria under the

name Etisalat Nigeria.

The Agency took this action
owing to Etisalats alleged failure
to produce the Environmental
Impact Assessment approval
certificate duly obtained before
the construction/installation
of the base transmission/
telecommunications  station,

-Unemployed
youths in Sokoto

to cash In on

garbage

From Rakiya AMuhammad, Sokoto

WAST E recycling has become an
increasingly way ofemployment
generation and economic boost
in many places across the globe.

"There are huge potentials in
waste ifit is adequately collected

and properly recycled and we
can make alotofmoney out ofit”
says a Sokoto based environmen-
talist, Dr Ayuba lllo at a sensitiza-
tion workshop organized by the
state directorate of the National
Orientation Agency, NOA.

He estimates that Nigeria can
reap over N120 billion annually
from waste recycling and harps
on the need explore and exploit
these abundant potentials which
he notes will boost the economy
ofthe nation.

W ith waste recycling, other-
wise discarded items are turned

-
§ testim ates that
igeria can reap
overN120 billion
annually from waste
recycling and harps
on the need explore
and exploitthese
abundantpotentials
w hich he notes w ll
boostthe economy
ofthe nation.

into resourceful materials. This
also enhances waste reduction
with its attendant environmental
benefits. Indeed wastes parade a
large array of materials that can
be turned into wealth-polythene
bags, plastics, rubber, metal, glass,
papers, and farm debris among
others.

Itwas in realization ofthe need
to reawaken the conscience of
Nigerians on the abundant oppor-
tunities in the recycling of waste
to wealth that the state office NOA
decided to organize the event.

Sokoto State Director of the
Agency, Alhaji Saidu Maccido
believes enlightening youths in
waste management will assist in
making them to be productive
members of the society.

But Dr.Ayuba Illo harped on
the need for the unemployed
youths to be assisted with either
grants or loans to establish small
scale companies for the recycling
of waste across the nation. Such
gesture, he observed, will also
reduce the unemployment and
poverty rates in the country as
well as trim down social crimes.

Alhaji  Mustapha Abdul-
lahi, the Sokoto State chairman
of the Scraps sellers association
describes the initiative of the
agency as laudable.

Abdullahi however wants the
state government to assist the
members of the association with
loans as well as aplot to centralize
its activities.

in violation of Section 2 of
the Environmental Impact
Assessment

Act, Cap E12 Laws of the
Federation of Nigeria 2004 and
punishable under section 60 of
the same Act.

At the one-day interactive
session the Agency had with

‘ouths searcning agarbage

telecoms operators en-Tuesday
8 September, 2009 it was agreed
that site-specific Environmental
Impact Assessment should
be carried out and approval
certificate obtained for each
base station, before installation
and operation.

According to the Agencys

Director of Legal Services,
Barrister Bola Odugbesan, the
era of operating without regard
to due environmental concerns
was over and that every
industry concern is expected
to henceforth comply with the
provisions ofthe law or face the
wrath of the law

Nigeria to have first reduced
emissions project

By Mustapha Suleiman

NIGERIA will soon have the first
project on Reduced Emissions
from Deforestation and Degrada-
tion (REDD).

The Minister of Environment,
Mr. John Odey stated this in his
remarks at a National Climate
Change Post Copenhagen Summit
held in Abuja.

The project according to the
Minister will be established in
Cross Rivers State as the firstin West
Africa. It has also been registered
as a Clean Development Mecha-
nism (CDM). Mr. Odey added that
the project will boost our Certi-
fied Emission Reductions stock as

Reduction unit (CERs).

The Minister explained that we
are fast-tracking the development
of the National Adaptation Plan
of Action (NAPA) as a proactive
strategy for national response to the
looming negative consequences of
climate change.

He observed that the Ministry
is further exploring areas of col-
laboration with our development
partners on both mitigation and
adaptation projects. On the lessons
ofthe last Climate Change Summit
in Copenhagen, Mr. Odey said that
it fell short of our expectations, but
he stressed the need for the country

to search forhome grown strategy.

Inhisspeechatthe occasion, the
World Bank Country Director, Mr.
OnnnRIKInm tJ "
——"  510M1lairaiegyon Climate
changeinorderto achieveitsambi-
tion ofVision 20-2020.

He also stressed the importance
ofAfrican leaders to work together,
act together and act differently
to combat the impact of climate
change. There were goodwill mes-
sages from the National Assembly.

The twoday summitwasorgan-
ised by the Special Climate Change
Unitofthe Ministry with the assist-
ance of the World Bank and the
United Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP).

NEMA holds S/West meeting on new disasterframework

By Abdulkadir Badsha Mukhtar

THE National Emergency Man-
agement Agency (NEMA) holds a
two-day meeting in Lagos for the
South West geopolitical zone on
the way forward for the new dis-
aster management framework in
the country.

Speaking on the meeting
NEMA DG retired AVM Audu-

Bida stated that the meesHg would
find ways of removing what he
called the defectsand ambiguities
in the present law on emergency
management in Nigeria.”

The meeting according to him
being the third in the series after
North West and North Central,
the South Westroundtable affords
critical stakeholders in emer-
gency management the opportu-

nity o make inputs into the draft
national disaster management
framework.

Represented by the agencies’
Director of Planning, Research
and Forecasting, Dr. Charles
Agbo the DG observed that
experts and consultants drew
up the present national disaster
response plan with little inputs
from stakeholders.”

He said the existing plan placed
greater emphasis on response than
disaster risk reduction, mitiga-
tion, and preparedness.

He further noted that while
“it was possible under the
military administration to
dictate to the other tiers of
government, in a democracy,
the doctrine of separation of
powers makes it impossible to

do so from the centre.”

This he said has necessitated
the new draft instrument, which
takes cognizance ofthese defects
as well as the new dynamics of
disaster management.

He described disaster man-
agement as having a multi-dis-
ciplinary, multi-stake holding,
multi-resource and multi-juris-
dictional imperatives.
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AN NGO, Women Environ-

mental Programme (WEP), on
Wednesday urged the Federal
Government to speed up the
implementation of the Green
Wall Sahara (GWSP)
gramme.

The Executive Director of

WEP, Mrs. Priscilla Achakpa,

Pro-

made the call in an inter-
view with the News Agency of
Nigeria (NAN) in Abuja.

GWSP is an African initia-
tive, aimed at combating ticser-
tification in the arid north of
Nigeria.

Achakpa applauded the pro-
gramme as an integrated devel-

opment strategy for combating
desertification and mitigating
the effects of drought and cI|-
mate change.

She observed that desert
encroachment and desertifica-
tion were assuming a fright-
ening proportion and that tjie
impact raised security concerns,

Sokoto to establish
polythene bag recycling coys

FromRakiya A Mohammed, Sokoto

t AS part of efforts towards waste recycling,
the Sokoto State government has began the
establishment of three polythene bag recy-
clingcompanies in the three senatorial zones
ofthe state. Sokoto State Commissioner for
Environment, Alhaji Lawalli Zayyanu says
the over N 27 million worth polythene bags
recycling companies have reached about 40
per cent completion stage and that they will
take offin the next three months.

The project is a joint effort of the Sokoto
state government with contribution ofn 14
million and the 23 local governments which
jointly provided N13million.

The recycling project isalso being under-
taken with the active

collaboration of a non-governmental

organization-Polythene Bags Mitigation
Advocate - POMIAD.

Under the arrangement, each of the 23
local governments of the state is expected to
employ thirty unemployed youths who will
be paid N5,000 monthly perperson.

The Commissioner explains "these
youths are the ones to be routinely collect-
ing the polythene bags in all the local gov-
ernmentswhile special vehicleswhichwill be
conveyingthe collated bagsto the three firms
will also be provided”

The gesture, he says is aimed at reducing
unemployment in the
o state. For Alhaji Maiakwai Lamido,
Sokoto State Commerce Commissioner, the
time has now come for Nigeria to join the
league of nations who are reaping huge for-
tunes from recycling waste to wealth.

The Copenhagen Acoord andforestry issue

By Feyisayo llesanmi

THE message coming from
the Copenhagen Accord
clearly indicates the need
for deep cuts in global
emissions of greenhouse
gases. In recognising the
role of forests in reducing
global emissions, the Con-
ference of Parties admitted
the validity of a mechanism
now known as REDD-plus
or Reduction of Emission
from Deforestation,. Land
Degradation, Land Use
Change, Forest Preservation
and Management.

Nigeria has over 13 mil-
lion square km of forests.

, Forests are not only impor-
tant for reducing emissipn
of greenhouse gases, they
are important as sources of
livelihood for a large major-
ity of Nigerians. Forests are
sources of food, medicines,
timber, wood-fuel and
homes fo many communi-
ties. These ecosystems pro-
vide fertile land, catchment
for conserving soil water
and improve the microcli-
mate for livestock.

The Accord recognises
that developing countries
like Nigeria have overrid-
ing priorities of socio-eco-
nomic development and
poverty eradication over
and above emissions reduc-

tion. As such, Nigerias vast
forest resources give an

opportunity for the country
to contribute to emission
reductions as well as meet
its development objectives.
The Accord provides fund-
ing support for preparing
REDD Readiness plans,
engaging in policy reforms
and land use legislations.
Therefore, there isan urgent
need for national reforms to
improve forest governance,
clarify forest/ land owner-

FEYISAYO llesanmi

ship and rights, particularly
of communities.

Through this mecha-
nism, Nigeria can access
new and additional
resources from the USD 30
billion available between
2010 and 2012 and afurther
USD 100 billion annually by
2020.

Therefore, existing for-
estry projects that qualify
for REDD-plus funding
should be properly docu-
mented and submitted to
the relevant United Nations
institutions. We must also

expedite engagement,wifh

the private secter amid foeal
communities in national
REDD-plus planning and
implementation.

In order to maximize the
benefits of the Copenhagen
Accord, Nigeria must pre-
pare a REDD —Readiness
Plan. This opens the door
for participation in several
international partnerships
including, the World Bank
Forest Carbon Partnership
Facility or Norway’sInterna-
tional Climate Forest Initia-
tive. This will enable Nigeria
to begin a REDD readiness
programme that will cover
awareness-raising, educa-
tion and capacity building.

The plan will address
carbon trade, forest carbon
assessment, monitoring,
reporting and verification.
These activities will also
include pilot demonstration
of REDD in practice, among
other things, to generate les-
sons for the refinement of
REDD operations.

With Nigeria’s vast forest
resources REDD-plus can
provide funds to increase
forest optimization. How-
ever, before we can tap into
these international oppor-
tunities, we must establish
a clear baseline, set out poli-
cies and develop plans.
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WEPwants GreenWall Sahara Programme

especially among the vulnerable
groups.

According to her, the impact
of climate change is more on
women in the rural areas as they
have little or no understanding
of the issues involved.

To this end, she said WEP
would conduct a study on gen-
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der awareness of climate change
issues.

‘Women are most at risk
because they have to work hard
to earn a living,” she said, and
stressed that adequate informa-
tion on climate change was nec
essary to evolve steps to control
it. (NAN)

MR MacCarthy Afolabi Ayebo; MD, DENFOB Consult Ltd, Dr. (Mrs) Ngeri Benebo,
Dg'nESREA and Director, Federal Ministry » he [d
Ibadan Linkage Centre, listening to a presentation during NESREA retreat held
in Lafia, Nasarawa State recently.
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CITY NEWS

Six die In
Gwagwalada
auto crash

By Abubakar Sadiq Isah

SIX persons lost their lives while
fiv~others sustained serious inju-
riesSunday night in a fatal motor
accident that occurred opposite
‘vAjbeco Filling Station at Gwag-
walada, along the Abuja-Lokoja
highway.

An eyewitness said the accident
occurred when a luxury bus with
registration number XA 674 ATA
veered off his lane while at top
speed and collided with a com-
muter Hiace bus with registra-
tion number XB 613 MNY, killing
three persons on the spot.

Our reporter gathered that
another three injured passengers
died after they were conveyed to
the University of Abuja Teaching
Hospital by officials ofthe Gwag-
walada unit command of the
Federal Road Safety Commission
(FRSC).

Confirming the accident, the
Gwagwalada FRSC unit com-
mander, Ahmed Abubakar Atako,
attributed the cause to dangerous
driving and said the corpses have
been deposited at the Univer-
sity of Abuja Teaching Hospitals
Morgue.

He said five injured passengers
are receiving treatment at the
same hospital, adding that the
luxury bus has been impounded
at Gwagwalada Police Station.

In arelated development, seven
persons were seriously injured in
amultiple accident that happened
on Sunday morning at Awawavil-
lage, near Abaji.

FRSC Yangoji Unit com-
mander, Abdullahi Umar, while
confirming the accident, said it
involved a Peugeot 505 car with
registration number FH 740 KJA,
a Toyota Hiace bus with registra-
tion number, XJ 553 USL and a
Toyota Sienna bus with registra-
tion number XU 431EKY.

According to him, the acci-
dent happened when the Peugeot
station wagon car coming from
Lokoja axis lost control while
at top speed and collided with a
Toyota bus, while the Sienna bus
crashed into the two vehicles.

According to him, seven
injured male passengers were
rushed to Kwali General Hospital
for treatment.

47

HOTLINES: 0803-3493-462 & 0703-8927-513
email: citynews@dailytrust.com

AN optometristattending to a patient at Jikwoyi medical centre recently.

Efenji's murder: Police
arrest Cortland workers

By Abubakar Yakubu, Nathaniel Jonah
&Muideen Olaniyi

WORKERS of Cortland Garden
who were on duty on the night
Efenji Efenji, an exreporter ofthe
African Independent Television
(AIT), was murdered have been
in police detention since Sunday

night.
Among those arrested apart
from the gardens manager,

include teenage girls and boys that
were recently recruited to work in
the place.

Parents of those arrested were
seen hanging outside the Karu
Police Station yesterday.

One of the parents won-
dered why his daughter should
be detained since Sunday over a
crime she never committed.

He said since the police have
arrested two suspects, what was
needed was for the workers on

that shift to give their statements
on the first day.

“After collecting their state-
ments, they ought to have allowed
them to go home or rather
released them on bail instead of
detaining them under grievous
inhuman conditions,” the father
said.

FCT Police Spokesperson,
Moshood Jimoh, a superintend-
ent, confirmed the arrest of the
garden’ staff and said the police
are presendy carrying out detailed
investigations.

Meanwhile, the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) has called on
law enforcement agencies to fish
out the criminals involved in the
killing ofthe former AIT reporter
and bring them to justice.

PDP National Publicity Secre-
tary, Prof. Rufai Ahmed Alkali,
who described Efenjis demise as
a painful loss, tasked the security

officers to get to the root of the
circumstances surrounding his-
death.

Alkali condoled the Abuja
Council of the Nigeria Union of
Journalists (NUJ) and the entire
media community in Nigeria over
the death aswell as prayed God to
grant his gentle soul peaceful rest.

“The National Chairman of
the PDP, Prince Vincent Ogbula-
for, (OFR) has received the news
of the death of former reporter
of the AIT, Mr. Efenji Efenji with
rude shock and disbelief.

“The brutal murder of a
defenseless journalist in the pres-
ence of his family leaves a sour
taste in our drive to create a peace-
ful and secure nation.

“This dastardly act against a
reporter, coming when the nation
is yet to recover from a similar
murder of Mr. Bayo Ohu of the
Guardian is one too many. Our
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thoughts go out to his family who
had the misfortune of witnessing
this horrendous act,” he added.

Earlier, the NUJ Abuja Council
in apress release called on the act-
ing president and the inspector-
general of police to leave nothing
to chance in ensuring that the kill-
ers are brought ,o justice.

Chairma. . uie council, Jacob
Edi, lamented that journalists are
pained by the gruesome manner
of Efenjis death and urged the
police to be thorough in their
investigations and ensure that
all those behind the despicable
act are brought to justice, adding
that the council is ready to part-
ner with the police as always to
resolve the unfortunate matter.

“It is the hope of every Abuja
basedjournalists that this murder
will not go the way ofother unre-
solved killings in the country,” he
added.

Journalist accused of obstructing acting president’s convoy

By Hussein Yahaya & Ibraheem A. Fatai

A 40-year-old journalist, Mr
Jude Okpara, was on Tuesday
arraigned in court for obstruct-
ing the convoy of Acting Presi-
dent, Goodluck Jonathan.
Thejournalist, who works with
Champion Newspaper in Abuja,
was arrested by the police on Feb-

ruary 16, along Shehu Shagari
way, Maitama, Abuia.

Police prosecutor Ahmed
Mohammed informed the court
that on February 16, the accused
used his car with registration
number BE 195 YAB to obstruct
the convoy of the acting presi-
dent.

“The accused obstructed the

convoy ofthe Acting President of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria,
His Excellency Dr. Goodluck
Jonathan with his car, while enter-
ing Hilton Transcorp, Abuja and
he also failed to obey hand signal
ordering him to stop,” the pros-
ecutor added.

The prosecutor said the
accused was arrested by one Sun-

day Odukoya, an assistant com-
missioner of police, adding that
the offences committed by the
accused are punishable under
Sections 39(8) and 15 ofthe Road
Traffic Act.

When the two-count charge
was read to the accused, he denied
them and requested for bail.

In. .his ruling, - Magistrate-

Bashar Attahiru Alkali granted
the accused bail in the sum of
N50,000 with a reliable surety in
like sum, who must live within
the courtsjurisdiction and swear
to an affidavit to produce the
accused in courton the adjourned
date.

The case was adjourned to
March 8 for hearings m* ua..
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Run-away motorist
crushes man at Kado

By Misbahu Bashir & Doris Afoma-West

A hit and run driver Tuesday night crushed a
man to death in middle of Kado-Kubwa road
in Abuja.

Other motorists, who were not aware ot
the body on the centre of the road, ran over it
and left the corpse badly mutilated, before the
police arrived the scene at 11 am to evacuate
the corpse.

FCT Police Spokesman, Moshood Jimoh, a
superintendent, said preliminary police inves-
tigation indicates thatthe man was run over by
amotoristat nightand lefthelpless on the road.

“Thecprpse was however run over by other
on coming vehicleswhich disfigured it and the
polke are yet to certify the identity of the vic-
tinOke added.

He said police are making efforts to ascer-
tain the case, while the corpse is in police cus-

tody.

%1 another development, seven persons
were injured in an accident that occurred
along Kado-Mabushi road yesterday.

An eye-witness, Mr Okereke said the acci-
dent occurred between a Toyota Corolla car
and a bus at 10.30 am.

He said the bus lost control and veered to the
opposite lane, leading to a head-on collision
with two vehicles.

He said the bus somersaulted thrice, adding
that the driver ofthe Toyota car fainted, while
the rest passengers were injured and immedi-
ately rushed to the hospital.
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Trader jalled for

resisting court's
warrant

By Abubakar Sadiq Isah, Hussein
Yahaya &lbraheem A. Fatai

AN Upper Area Court in
Gwagwalada Tuesday sen-
tenced a 36-year-old trader,
Itoro Osom to six months
imprisonment for resisting
police arrest after awarrantwas
issued by the court.

The trader was however
given N4,000 as fine option.

Police prosecutor, Lydia
Bawa, an inspector, told the
court that the accused refused
arrest and locked himself
inside his room in order to
prevent the execution ofawar-
rant of arrest issued on him by
the court.

The prosecutor said the
accused was  eventually
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arrested on February |2, after
the application of force by the
police at Gwagwalada.

According to her, the
accused was arraigned on a
two -count charge of court
contempt and resisting arrest.

When the charges were read
to the accused, he pleaded
guilty and begged for leniency
through his counsel, Mr. Ayam
Michael.

Judge Adamu Wakili con-
victed him and also ordered
that the accused undertake a
bond in court that he would
never be accused of a simi-
lar offence within a specified
period ofyears.

In another case before an
Abuja magistrate court, a
38-year-old businessman was

on Tuesday arraigned for alleg-
edly cheating one Mrs. Vicky
Egbuche.

The businessman, Al-
Hassan Isah of Jabi Pantaker,
Abuja, wasaccused ofcommit-
ting the offence this year.

Prosecutor Abdul Allhassan
told the courtthat on February
12, the complainant reported
to the police that she bought 32
square metres oftiles valued at
N 38,400 from the accused.

“On the same date, the com-
plainants driver, now at large,
returned the said tiles to the
accused persons shop, which
he concealed from her when
she came to his shop,” the pros-
ecutor added.

He said the accused also
denied the complainant access

to three bundles of electrical
wires which she bought from a
different shop, adding that the
offences committed is punish-
able under Section 322 of the
Penal Code Law.

When the one-count charge
was read to the accused, he
denied the allegation and
requested for bail, which was
not objected to by the prosecu-
tor.

, - Chief Magistrate Hadiza

Dodo granted the accused bail
in the sum of N50.000 with a
reliable surety in like sum, who
must reside within the court’s
jurisdiction and swear to an
affidavitto produce the accused
in court on the adjourned date.

The case was adjourned to
March 16 for hearing.

The Lagos University Teaching Hospital seeks to engage the services of suitable Construction
Companies for its 2010 Capital Projects:

Lot a. Construction/Renovation of clinical and patient care facilities
Lot b. Construction of Call Duty/Residential Quarters.

Interested Companies are invited to express interest in undertaking these services. Such
Companies are to submit the underiisted documents with their letter of inteiest .or
consideration to be Pre-qualifted:

1, Evidence of Incorporation/Registration with the Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC)
2, Tax Clearance Certificate for the last 3 years

3, VAT Certificate

4, Audited Company Accounts for the past 3 years

5, List of Key Professionals/Partners in Company and evidence of registration vvlth

relevant professional bodies.
6, Companies profile and office address
7, Evidence of similar jobs/assignments conducted by company
8, Evidence from Company's Bankers as to its financial strength, creditworthiness

and solvency

| Other Relevant Information:
a. Al Costs incurred in the preparation and submission of the Expression o. Interest by
Company are to be borne by Company.

b The Lagos University Teaching Hospital reserves the right to reject any or all Exprons of
” Interest and to terminate the selection process at any time without any liability whatsoever

j

All documents in a sealed envelope addressed to: "THE CHIEF MEDICAL DIRECTOR-,
LAGOS UNIVERSITY TEACHING HOSPITAL" must be submitted within 4 weeks from

the date of this publication.

Signed
Ayo Olagunju

Director of Administration

For: Chief Medical Director
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SUPREME COURT OF NIGERIA

Chief Registrar's Office
irec Arm Complex, Central District, PMB 308, Abuja

Tel: 09-2344762

Ref No. 134/CR/SCN/PR/Vol. 11
15* February', 2010

PRESS RELEASE
=* OF GUIDELINES for the

ABVACATE OF NIGERIA {sAR)™ '© F

m .,

This isto inform the general public that
t e Legal Practitioners Privileges

ommittee under the Chairmanship of
the Chief Justice of Nigeria, Hon.
Justice A. I. Katsina-Alu, CON has
constituted a Sub-Committee of Legal
Practitioners Privileges Committee to
review the Guidelines for the
conferment of the Rank of Senior

Advocate of Nigeria (SAN).

The Sub-Committee hereby invites

in °Land3 from relevant
stakeholders, Associations, Societies
and Legal Practitioners.

The memoranda bound in ten (10)
copies and double line spacing should
be submitted within three (3) weeks to
the Secretary, Legal P rac .S

Pi ivileges Committee/Chief Registrar

Supreme Court ofNigeria.

Wman Alh. Musale
Secretary LPPC/
CHIEF REGISTRAR
SUPREME COURT OF NIGERIA

invitation for pre-qualification

CONSTRUCTION OF
residential estate

comprisingh’WesS m*“* Federa' Captel

m  3-Bedroom Terraced Houses Type 8 (6 Units)

Flats in Biocks of 8 Flats (2 Blocks Totaling 16 Flats)
Btdroom Flats m Blocks of 8 Flats (4 Blocks Totaling 32 Flats)

Comprising Shopping Centerand Community Hall

|rﬁ'<':§i|1 ﬂ! @ <Akt ok
cw ms Court Gymnasi m,I orehole Water

Storage, Water Treatment Plant Sewaae Plant nl . -
and Parking) ' Drainage, Driveway

*

pre-qualification -

Interested, experienced and reputable Bu.lding & Civil Engineerinn

*  Comprehensive company profile
*  Financial Statement for the last 3 years

. . . - - [111 1
ot r eEamEEniD™ SU-«V
» Evsdence of technical and managerial capability
m  Evidence of financial capacity

Evsdence of registration with the Federal Works

Registration Board

mi“ r eMp’3p N -AN
References from any two of the following: Project Manager
Quantity Surveyor, Architect and any other consultant f

projects successfully completed in the last3 years o
Evidence of VAT Registration Certificate

Development Cost Services
Suite 13B Bobser Complex
Michika Street
Areatl,Garki

Abuja

Or

Development Cost Services

Q'o Bridgeways Global Projects Ltd
62A Coker Road,

Hupeju, Lagos,

ESSUH3

The documents should be* submit*” u o,
electronically in acompact dsc ha'd CW and

Only qualified firms / companies shall be short-listed and

not guarantee inclusion in the bid list. ementsoned does

an *hv*ati‘on to tender.
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‘Niycris would have grounded
without Acting President’

SENATOR Mohammed Mana fPDP, Adamawa North)

he speaks on National Assemb

national issues. Excerpts:

ByTurakVA. Hassan

S aprincipal officer of the
Senate will you say that
the National Assembly

resolution that made Goodluck
Jonathan Acting President was
right?

I think the National Assem-
bly has done a good service to the
country byrising up to the occasion

; following the problems ensued as
a result of the prolonged absence
of Mr. President on the grounds of
ill-health. Let me state from the on-
setthat anybody can fall ill and we
did what we did in the best inter-
est of this country and in line with
the provisions of Section 145 ofthe
constitution. As far aswe [National
Assembly] are concerned, we can
only receive communications from
the President. Therefore if there is
no Acting President, this country
can grind to a halt. Sowe did it in
the best interest of this country
and we are grateful that our action
endorsed by the governor’s forum
and the PDP, which controls the
two chambers. You will also recall
that some eminent citizens led by
General Yakubu Gowon, Shehu
Shagari and all former Chief Jus-
tices ofthe federation came to urge
us to act so as to save the country.

You can see how the situation
was brought under control. Our
resolution made it very clear that
when Mr. President comes back, he
will resume his duties as quickly as
possible. There cannotbe avacuum
in a big and complex country like
Nigeria, and any country for that
matter. There should be no vac-
uum in power. So we want to use
this opportunity to thank Nigeri-
ans for their support, prayers and
patience. Eventhough there are few
dissenting voices on the issue, it is
understandable in a democracy. In
fact even in your house, when you
take certain decisions, not every-
body agrees with you, how much
more of a country of over 150mil-
lion people.

re you comfortable just
because Nigerians seem
to hail the decision as a

popular opinion?

Indeed the Senate has always
come out very strong with Nige-
rians. It did so in 2006 when the
third term saga came up. The Sen-
ate led the way and made sure that
the agendawas scuttled. I was not in
the Senate then butl admired them
greatly and | said so on the floor
of the Senate. The Senate has also
done it with this recent resolution
and as lawmakers we are the custo-
dians of rule of law and the consti-
tution. And I’'m sure you know that

the decision taken by the National
Assembly is supported by the con-
stitution of the Federal Republic,
Section 145. So | am very happy
that the Senate led the way and
that the two chambers had come
together to salvage this country
and ensure that we moves forward.

ut some people have said

the resolution isillegal and

have gone to court to chal-

lenge it. Aren’t you worried that

the court may quash the action
you took?

Section 145 of the 1999 consti-
tution states that ‘if the President
transmits to the National Assem-
bly the letter> Now first and fore-
most we are not very sure whether
the President was in a condition
to write the letter when he left the
country. Butthe world isnow aglo-
bal village because of the advance-
ment in science and technology,
and the president transmitted to
all Nigerians including the Senate
President and Speaker ofthe House
ofRepresentatives that he is receiv-
ing treatment in Saudi Arabia and
the interview was transcribed and
pasted on the BBC website and
published in newspapers. So with
the overwhelming evidence, we
cannot fold our arms and allow
the country to come to a stand-
still simply because the President
did not take his pen and paper and
write to us? We have to be flexible
as long as we do not contravene
the constitution. Right now we are
considering the 2010 budget and it
will soon be passed to the Acting
President to sign. We do not have
the fear that there will be no one to
sign the budget. In fact, the consti-
tution has contemplated this that is
why it provided for President and
Vice President. So why do we have
the Vice President ifhe cannot take
over when the President is away?

he Senate talked about the

‘doctrine of necessity’ in

arriving at the decision.
Can you shed more light?

Yes it was avery sound basis for
our decision. Section 4 of the con-
stitution and the doctrine ofneces-
sity were very sound basis for our
decision. Like I said, what we did
was in line with the provisions and
intension of the constitution.

he Senate earlier said its
hands were tight on the
Yar'adua issue. At what
point did you discover that your
hands were not really tight and
that you could fall back on the
constitution to solve this prob-
lem?
You know this country has
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SENATOR Mohammed Mana

gone through the unfortunate
experience of civil war and peo-
ple are aware of the pains and
agony. Anybody that was born
before 1970 had the experience of
the civil war and people are very
much worried. This country must
continue to unite and move for-
ward. Anything that will send us
many years back will*not be in our
best interest. So the decision the
National Assembly took is in the
best interest of the country.

ou met with the Acting
President on several occa-

sions. What isyour assess-

ment of the kind of leaders he is?
Don’t forget that Dr. Goodluck
Jonathan has been the Vice Presi-
dent since 2007; he isnot just com-
ing as a new person. He has been
part and parcel of the administra-
tion. They campaigned together
and they have been running the
country together. So he is not just
coming from a void. He is a very
experienced person. Remember
he was Deputy Governor and then,

y's resolution that made Goodluck Jonathan Acting President and

governor of Bayelsa State. | will say
he is a great leader. | believe he has
been part of all the programs and
policies of this government, there-
fore he will discharge his duties
creditably until when Mr. Presi-
dent comes back. And we pray for
the quick recovery of Alhaji Umaru
Musa Yaradua to enable him con-
tinue with all the goodthings he has
started.

saretired General, how do

you see your former con-
stituency [The military] in

the present democratic dispensa-

ion?

The Nigerian military is led by
very fine gentlemen and women
and | am sure they will not con-
template doing anything that will
undermine the democratic norms
and values in the country. They are
well trained, motivated and dedi-
cated men and women. | believe
every soldier, every airman; every
sailor is just determined and con-
centrating on his job as contained
in the constitution ofthe country.
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THE Independent National
Electoral Commission
(INEC) says it will deploy
1,842 personnel for the
April 10 council election in
the FCT.

Dr Steven Manya, the
Resident Electoral Com-
missioner (REC) for FCT,
told newsmen in Abuja on
yesterday that 614 polling
units had been designated
for the election.

According to him, three
officials would be assigned
to each unit-

He said that N50 mil-
lion had been earmarked
for the conduct of the elec-
tion. excluding the cost of
engaging additional per-
sonnel from the states.

Manya stressed that the
voters register had been
displaced" at all polling
units across the 62 registra-
tion areas to avail voters the
opportunity to cross-check
same.

He added that the com-
mission was out to come
up with a clean copy of the
register, which would be
subsequently displayed at
all polling units.

“The commission has
decided that henceforth, it
will not use any ad hoc staff
inthe conductofelectionin
the country. We are going
to deploy permanent staff
from other states,” he said.

He identified apathy on
the part ofthe electorate as
the greatest challenge con-
fronting elections in the
FCT.

Manya said that the
commission would ensure
that all problems of candi-
dates for the elections are
addressed fully, to provide a
level playing ground for all.

“l am doing everything
that | can to resolve the
issues amicably, so that the
level playing ground we art-
trying to provide would not
be tampered with,” he said.

Manya warned that the
commission would not tol-
erate lateness to the polling
units by officials during the
election.

(NAN)
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Akala sues PDP, Ogbulafor

over Oyo exco

From Yemi Bamidele, Ibadan

OYO State governor, Christopher Ade-
bayo Alao-Akala, has filed a suit against the
National Working Committee ofthe Peo-
ples Democratic Party (PDP) and its Chair-
man, Prince Vincent Ogbulafor, at the State
High Court in Ibadan to block an attempt
to appointanew caretaker committee ofthe
PDP in the state.

Alao-Akala, whose camp is not favour-
ablydisposed to the move by the party’
national leadership to appoint the new
committee to be headed by Alhaji Yunus
M~ntunde, a loyalist of former governor,
Rashidi Ladoja, took the matter before Jus-
tice OA. Boade ofthe state High Court.

Justice Boade has fixed March 15,2010
for hearing of the application filed by the
National Headquarters of the PDP, chal-
lenging the jurisdiction of the state High
Court to hear the matter,

.Four loyalists of Alao-Akala, Messrs
Sikiru Ikuogbogun, Niyi Akande, Ojo Bolaji
and Alhaji Rufai Adetomiwa Memudu had
sued the party and its National Chair-
man, Prince Ogbulafor as first and second
defendants respectively in the matter.

When the case came up at the High
Court yesterday, the plaintiffs were rep-
resented by ChiefBolaji Ayorinde (SAN)
just as Barrister Owukori Akuiyibo and
Barrister Bayo Shittu represented the
first and second defendants respectively.

Akuiyibo is from the Legal Department
of the party in Abuja while Shittu, a
former Attorney-General and Commis-
sioner for Justice under ex-Governor
Ladpjas administration, is representing
the former governor.

'Si

GOVERNOR Alao-Akala

2011: Niger community pledges

to avoid violence

From Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

1HE people of Gusoro, an often trouble
spot in Niger State politics, has pledged to
steer clear of violence or any act that may
jeopardise the process of election in the
2011 general election.

The community, located in Shiroro
Local Government Area, has along his-
tory of political violence during elec-
tions. But hundreds of people from the
community recently came to Minna and
passed a message across to the state gov-
ernment through the commissioner of
information Alhaji Aliy.u Baba Barau
to the effect that they were denouncing
violence for the good of the community.

The group which was led by Alhaji
Yarima said the community had resolved

to uphold the rule oflaw and respect the
sanctity of lives and value of property
as they denounced political thuggery.
They pledged that for the first time, they
will ensure that no case of violence is
recorded in the community because of
election.

We are here to declare our support for
the rule of law and to pledge that Gusoro
will not involve itselfin any form ofvio-
lence as we aim to clear our name ofbeing
associated with violence during elections,”
he said.

Barau who led governments delegation
to receive the community at the U. K. Bello
Arts Theatre in Minna expressed happi-
ness, saying the new step will herald peace
for the entire state and help democracy to
grow.

Fayose joins tabour Party Feb 27

FORMER Governor of
Ekiti State, Mr Ayodele
Fayose, said on Wednesday
that he would formally join
the Labour Party on Febru-
ary 27 in Ado-EKiti.

Fayose had beenamem-
ber of the PDP, a platform
on which he contested and
won his governorship elec-
tion in 2003.

He was removed from
office in October 2006.

Fayose said in his home

town of Afao-EKiti in Ekiti
State that he is joining
Labour Party with over
“100,000 supporters from
the 16 council areas”

He berated his former
party, the PDP, for lacking
the principle of "'internal
democracy”

“My official declara-
tion and joining the Labour
Party in Ekiti State is sched-
uled for February 27in Ado-
Ekiti... the new executive of

the party in the state will be
inaugurated on that day,” the
former governor said.

Fayose stressed his
desire to bring the Labour
Party to limelight in the
state.

The former governor
added that executive mem-
bers ofthe party at both the
ward and local government
levels would be constituted
and inaugurated before
February 27. (NAN)

The Lagos University Teaching Hospital seeks to engage the seny (gion S in i
following fields: Architecture, Quantity Surveying, Civil/Structural I lsand

Mechanical Engineering for its 2010 Capital Projects. Interested Firms (preferably a consortium
| o the above-listed professionals) are invited to express interest in undertaking these services. !

L “ rdedrpd |

L (CAC)nCe ° f Incorporation/ReS'Stration with the Corporate Affairs Commission

N\

| 2. Tax Clearance Certificate for the last 3 years
I 3. VAT Cfirtificstfi
4. Audited Accounts of Firm for the past 3 years
5. list of Key Professionals/Partners in Firm/Consortium and evidence of
registration with relevant professional bodies
6. Companies Profile and office address

8 ~ Signments condu<*ed by Firm/Consortium
"worthi. m S T " " Banke,S“ 10its ftancial «**"«* credit-

|Other Relevant Information:

1 All costs incurred in the preparation and submission of the Expression of Interest bv Firm/ i
Consortium are to be borne by Firm/Consortium. (|
| 2. The Lagos University Teaching Hospital reserves the right to reject any or ali Exoressions. nf

to* aiterm“ e the se* on prOCKS at any time W,

| fir°c™ entSIn3 Sealeci envel°Pe addressed to: "THE CHIEF MEDICAL DIRECTOR

Signed
Ayo Oiagunju
Director of Adminstration
For: Chief Medical Director

EXTERNAL VACANCIES
ANNOUNCEMENT

m m

) ] ' 01

The United Nations Volunteers (UNV) programme
announces the following vacancies: programme

1- Post Title:
Level of post;

Pharmacist
National United Nations
Volunteer (Specialist)

Type ofcontract: UNV Service Contract
Number of positions:
Location: i
1O11. ikaram.Ondo State
Duration: One year (with possibility of
_ _ renewal)
Closing date: 5 March 2010
2 PostTitle: Coordination Assistant

National United Nations

T f contract: Volunteer (Specialist)
ype orcontract, UNV Service Contract
Number of positions: 1

Location: Port Harcourt, River State

Level of post:

Duration: One year (with possibility of
_ _ renewal)
Closing date: 5 March 2010

For further details on the job description and application
sXfapp Sonslthe j°bSite 3t www n9*undP or9- and

tor™ fsfcom ™'tted to achieving workforce diversity in
terms of gender, nationality and culture. Individuals

from minority groups, indigenous groups and persons
with disabilities are equally encouraged to apply All

confidenceWHI ~ treated with the strictest
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THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OF THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE (AANI) BORNO/YOBE CHAPTER

Will Hold its

ANNUAL DINNERILECTURE

Scheduled to take place as follows:

Date: Thursday, 25'hFebruary, 2010

Venue: Maiduguri International Hotel

. RoyalFathers
Spprial Guest of Honour y

His Excellency
SEN (DR) ALI MODU SHERIFF

The Executive Governor, Borno State EL-KANEMI

His Excellency
ALH. IBRAHIM GAIDAM FNCA, CPA
The Executive Governor, Yobe State

Mallam Ibrahim Abdurrahman, mni, FNITP
(Galadiman Pataskum)
Publicity Secretary

UK Study
Eclge Hill University Opportunities

e Career oriented courses
e UK Work Placements

e Scholarships available*
* Awelcoming campus environment

Accessible location close to Liverpool and

Postgraduate Courses offered
in the areas of: n
MBA, Management, Marketing, and Computingf

Undergraduate Courses Offered

BusinesT~nglish, Film Studies, History, Law, Management, Media and Sports.

CHELIS EDUCATION
rnMSULT LIMITED

Meet Jennifer Sloan (Head of Student

Offi°e)
for presentations, one to one interviews, and spot admissions.
Tuesday 23rd February 2010 (12noon - 6pm) :
CEC, No 84,4th Avenue, Gwarimpa Estate, Abuja. Abuja
Tel: 0702-850-6485,0813-945-4056.

Wednesday 24th February 2010 (11am - 6pm)
CEC, 3 Remilekun Street, Off Ogunlana LagOS

Drive, Surulere, Lagos. Tel: 0702-8444393,
0702-8444396,01-2702330,01-2702331.

tCTIIS|B

HRH The Shehu of Borno
ALH. (DR) ABUBAKAR UMAR GARBAI

Time: 7:30pm prompt
Chairman of the occasion
PROF. MUHAMMAD NUR ALKALI FHSN, CON

Chief Host
ALH. MOHAMMED KAGU AUBE OON, MNI ~

His Eminence The Sultan of Sokoto
ALH. SA'AD ABUBAKAR 111 CFR, mni

Master of Ceremony
DR. BULAMA MALI GUBIO, mni

AANI MEMBERS
BORNO/YOBE
0809 978508S

LAGOS UNIVERSITY TEACHING HOSPITAL
PRIVATE MAIL BAG 12003, LftGOS, NIGERIA

ADMISSION INTO THE SCHOOL OF NURSING
FOR THE 2010 ACADEMIC SESSION

Applications are invitedfro,, qualified candidatesforathmssiom into the
*Zo0o0lofNursingfor the3 YEAR COURSE IN GENERAL NURSING.

MINIMUM ENTRY ®M*tIF15ATI9S
< »*.»

English, Mathematics, Biology. Chemistry a d Y VVAEC/WAEC. NECO/NECO).
than two sittings of the same exam.nat.on body e.g GCE/GCE WAtw w

(5fP pTrclwse°adN5f0O00.00 Bank draft in favour of Lagos University
Teaching Hospital from UBA, GTB, Union Bank or Skye Bank.
n\ c.ihmit thp Bank draft at LUTH Cash Office and obtain a receipt.
, " ocoptS of the Bank draft receiptof P=V ™ "</ Yy ™
{ ) passport photograph on the left hand comer of the rece.pt, and obtain a
form atthe School of Nursing LUTH. NITU ith
(iv) Submit _already filled form to the School o n Director
handwritten application letter addressed to th,Ass*start Doctor
Nursing Education/Principal. Photocopies of credentlals and i
photocopy of Bank draft and payment receipt, enclosed in a bg

) sate “anTSubmission of application forms will close on Friday 26'
March, 2010

EXAMINATION DATE: SATURDAY April 3r 2010
VENUE: School of Nursing Auditorium
TIME: 7:30am A

I A cam s who have satisfied the conditions for admissfon
will be called for interview.

(Vi)  Coursefee: Detailswill bey roviaea ON admlssmn

AYO' OLAGUNJU

Director of Administration’'
FOR: CHIEF MEDICAL DIRECTOR
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SPORT

iddink shuns Nigeria forTurkey

ByS¥kulasihaagee with Agensy

reports

NIGERIA’S search for a credible
coach that would take the Super
Eagles to the South,Africa 2010
World Cup in June suffered huge
blftwyesterday, as aleading figure
in the race for the top job, Guus
Hiddink dumped the country.
Instead, Hiddink, who had
a brief spell at Chelsea last year
signed a two-year contract to
take charge of Turkey, starting on
I August, the country’ football
federation announced yesterday.
Two weeks ago, the Nigeria
Football ~ Federation  (NFF)
announced after its Executive
Committee meeting in Abuja that

Dutch coach
Guus Hiddink
has accepted
to take charge
of Turkey until
August 2012

they have made contact with five
reputable international coaches
to take the Super Eagles job, with
Hiddink as one of them.

The Russia boss, who last week
announced he will leave his cur-
rent postin the summer, will steer
Turkey through the UEFA EURO
2012 qualifiers and there is the
option to extend the deal for a
further two years when it runs
out after the finals. Turkey are in
Group A, along with Germany,

Austria, Belgium, Kazakhstan and
Azerbaijan.

A statement on the federation
website read: “Dutch coach Guus
Hiddink has accepted to take
charge of Turkey until August
2012 after announcing he won't
extend his contract with the Foot-
ball Union of Russia which was
due to expire on 30 June.

Turkish Football Federation
(TFF) president Mahmut Ozge-
ner and TFF vice-president Lutfi
Aribogan flew to Amsterdam
to finalise the negotiations with
Hiddink. The 63-year-old expe-
rienced coach agreed to a two-
year contract with an option for
a further two year”

The federation also confirmed
that Hiddinks coaching staff
would consist of former Tur-
key captain Oguz Cetin and an
unnamed Dutchman as well as
former Turkey goalkeeper Engin
Ipekoglu. Hiddink had been
linked with a number of club
and national team jobs in recent
months, with his time as Russia
coach seemingly drawing to a
close.

The former Australia boss
took charge of the Russian team
in 2006 and steered them to the
UEFA EURO 2008 semi-finals,
having beaten England to a place
in the tournament, but Russia
then failed to qualify for this sum-
mers FIFA World Cup.

Hiddink, who won six Ere-
divisie titles as PSV Eindhoven
coach, also led Holland to the
FIFA World Cup semi-finals
in 1998 and South Korea to the
same stage four years later, as well
as lifting the FA Cup with Chelsea
during asix-month spell in charge
last season.

gTCH coach Guus Hiddink yesterday signed a two-year contract with Turkish Football Fed-

1nont
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Borno FAfloats Referees Football Academy

By David Ngobua

IN attempt to arrest the current
drift which has denied Nigerian
football referees the opportu-
nity to feature prominently in
activities of FIFA and CAF, the
Chairman of Borno State Foot-
ball Association, Alhaji Baba-
gana Kalli Kachalla has floated
a Football Referees Academy in
his state.

In recent times, Nigerian
referees have been overlooked
by both the international and
continental football governing
bodies for what many people
consider to be gross incompe-
tence on the part ofthe football
arbiters.

Speaking to Trustsports yes-
terday, the Borno FA Chair-
man said he has observed that

9H H H
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Nigeria can no longer boast of
quality referees who can com-
mand the confidence of both
FIFA and CAF and has come
to the conclusion that the only
panacea to the worrisome trend
is establishment of a referees
academy which will serve as
breeding ground for future foot-
ball referees.

According to him, everybody
talks about football academies
but nobody has spared athought
for the aspect ofthe game which
he described as equally impor-
tantand crucial to the growth of
the sport.

He explained that the acad-
emy which is designed to hunt
for secondary school students
between the ages of 13 and 14
with interest in football referee-
ing will be handled by retired

and seasoned football referees
in the state.

He disclosed that already
lectures for over thirty students
have started and it is hoped that
by the time they graduate from
the academy, they will be suf-
ficiently equipped to join the
mainstream of football officiat-
ing in the country.

Kachalla said the issue of age
of Nigerian referees is hardly
given serious consideration and
it accounts for why Nigeria is
finding it hard to feature prom-
inently in activities of FIFA and
CAF.

“I have decided to floata foot-
ball referees academy in my state
because | am deeply convinced
that this is the only way that the
present dearth of quality ref-
erees who can excel at the local

and international levels can be
arrested.

“If properly guided, by the
time they are 23 years, the prod-
ucts of this football referees
academy will be good enough to
win the confidence of FIFA and
CAF. Theywill have age on their
side and enough knowledge to
competently interpret the laws
ofthe game.

“In addition, this academy is
going to positively engage some
of our retired football referees
who are willing to hand over
their experiences and knowl-
edge to the younger ones. This
programme isenjoying tremen-
dous support from them”.

Kachallarevealed that already
a six-man committee compris-
ing ofretired and active football

referees has been constituted
rrsi

and would be inaugurated in a
couple of days.

He said the primary responsi-
bility ofthe committee isto over
see the activities of the academy
and ensure that only the best
are recruited for the catch them
young programme.

The FA chairman disclosed
that the take off money for
the academy is part of the
N500,0000 grant which was
given to State Football Asso-
ciations by the NFF for football
development programmes in
the 36 states and the FCT.

“Part of the N500,000 we
received as grant from the NFF
iswhat | am using to kick start
this programme. We hope to
partner with the private sec-
tor to sustain this noble pro-
gramme”.
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Nalbandian returnsto
winning ways

FORMER world number three
Dgrirl Nalbandian made a win-
ning retura to_the circuit from
hip surgery when he beat Italian
Potito Starace 6-2 7-6(2) in the
first round of the Buenos Aires
Open.

The 2002 Wimbledon finalist
celehlgited after his first competi-
tive match in nine months asifhe
.had won a final and said the vic-
toiy was aweight offhis shoulders
and answered his own questions
as to how he would cope.

“You don't know how you’re
going to react in particular situa-
tions like being 4-4 or having your
service broken,” Nalbandian said.

“Its more that uncertainty
than playing well or badly (that
concerned me),” he said.

Second seed Juan Carlos Fer-
rero of Spain, fresh from win-
ning the Brazil Open on Sunday,
crushed Ricardo Mello of Brazil
6-1 6-2 but local fans were more
interested in Nalbandians return.

The Argentine said playing in

frontofhishome crowd helped to
counter the fact that clay was not
his favourite.

His comeback was not-helped
by the weather, a torrential rain-
storm interrupting play straight
after he had taken the first set on
Monday evening.

“Yesterday | hit my (service)
returns better, today the ball was
faster and the wind did not help,”
he said.

“But it was a good comeback.
| hesitated very little, hardly at
all. I’ll take things day by day. Il
need four, five, six tournaments to
(start) getting the rhythm of the
circuit.”

A fresh Nalbandian, winner
of the season-ending Tour Finals
in 2005, raced into a 4-0 lead in
Mondays opening set but was
made to work harder although
he clinched the second set but
dominating the tiebreak, which
he took 7-2.

Nalbandian had been due to
make his comeback at Auckland

in January but pulled out after
straining a stomach muscle in
trainingand also missed the/ Aus-
tralian Open.

The 28-year-old hopes to play
well in Buenos Aires, where he
won the title in 2008, and ihen
represent Argentina in the Davis
Cup world group first round tie
with Sweden from March 5-7.

Argentina will be without US
Open champion Juan Martin del
Potro in Stockholm. He is recov-
ering from a right wrist in jury
that affected his performances in
Australia.

Another local favourite, Juan
Ignacio Chela, also cheered the
home fanswith a 7-6 7-5 win over
Richard Gasquet, who was look-
ing for a fresh start under flew
Argentine coach Gabriel Markus
after the Frenchmansdoping sus-
pension woes.

Spaniard Carlos Moya, winner
in Buenos Aires in 2003 and 2006,
beat Italian qualifier Filippo Vol-
andri6-2 7-5.

India assures teams of safety for Delhi World Cup

INDIAN officials have reas-
sured foreign teams that Feb-
ruary’s hockey World Cup in
Delhi will be a safe tourna-
ment:

New security fears were
provoked after last Saturday’s
bombing in the western city of
Pune and alleged new threats
from a group targeting sport-
ing events.

Security measures have
been implemented designed to
ensure a safe World Cup and
Commonwealth Games later
this year.

“The arrangements for the

World Cup are foolproof,”
Delhi police spokesman Rajan

Bhagat told news agency AFP. v

Home secretary GK Pillai
echoed such sentiments and
added that participating coun-
tries had been fully informed
of the arrangements.

“We are in close touch with
security liaison officers of all
countries that are coming here
to participate,” said Pillai.

“So far, all of them have
seen the preparations done by
the Delhi Police and the Minis-
try of Home Afffairs. They are
quite satisfied.”

Female basketball
league excites Aderemi

FIRST Bank Female Basketball
Club of Lagos coach, Adewunmi
Aderemi says he is pleased with
the progress of women’s slam-
ming and dunking in the country
and believes it is better than the
male league.

The man fondly called Owolo
recalled that players from the
Nigeria?!  female basketball

Jtsonly those in the
lies’ league that have

shown consistency
over the years. Only
the female basket-
ball league has been
consistentover the
years and isstill going

league have been to the Olympics
and says the championship has
been consistent for seven years,
while its products have won the
African continental champion-
ship and Nations Cup.

“Its only those in the ladies’
league that have shown consist-
ency over the years. Only the
female basketball league has been
consistent over the years and is
still going strong.

“Players from the female
league were part of the national
team that has won competitions
for Nigeria. They have made us
proud internationally and are
capable ofdoing more.

“They have won the Nations
Cup two times and they have won
the African championship. As of
now, there are a lot of improve-
ments in the female basketball

_ieague,hejagued-------------------

The safety of the squad and
management team remains the
EHB’ primary concern and
Performance Director. David
Faulkner, Chief Executive Sally
Munday and Chairman Philip
Kimberley will maintain their
open dialogue with the author-
ities regarding the threat and
security arrangements

The India and Pakistan
hockey teams are set to play
each other on the first day of
the World Cup, which runs
from 28 February to 13 March.

The eight-strong England
badminton squad pulled out

of last August’s world cham-
pionships in Hyderabad after
reports of threats by Lashkar
e-Taiba, a Pakistan-based
organisation fighting against
Indian control in Kashmir,
from whom Lashkar-e-Taiba
al-Almi are reported to have
split.

It has been blamed for sev-
eral terror incidents in India
including the October 2005
bomb attacks in Delhi, which
saw 60 people killed, and is
alleged to have played a part in
the armed raid on the Indian
parliamentin December 2001.

Westwood wary of upsets

LEE Westwood is the second seed
at the £5.3 million Accenture
Match Play Championship, but he
is not expecting any easy matches.

Thatisunderstandable, consid-
ering the Briton has lost iAthe first
or second round in all of his nine
appearances in the World Golf
Championships event.

Before he lefthome on Sunday,
Westwood wryly told his family
he did not know when he would
be home.

“My kids said, ‘when are you
going to be back? I said, his-
torically Thursday, optimistically
Monday’ They looked at me quiz-
zically”

Westwood said he had never
“carried any form into this event
butitsadifferentstory this year, as
he has finished second and third in
his past two starts.

Still, he knows the vagaries
of match play lead to numerous
upsets, which iswhy he is not tak-
ing hisfirstround match with 63rd

. _see.d.Chris Wood-far-granted—- —_ _RossMcGowan,

“There areno easydraws in this
event” he said.

“Everybody’ quite capable of
shooting a 62 or 63, so you need
afewbits ofluck and a few breaks.

“You’re going to play poorly
one round this week, and hope-
fully when you do the other guy
plays abitworse.

“l enjoy match play, but I think
you need more luck than in stroke
play. Ifitwas 36 holes, the seedings
would have more of an effect, but
over 18 holes anything can hap-
pen.”

In the absence of Tiger Woods,
who has not played since he
decided to take a break from the
game after reports of marriage
infidelity surfaced last November,
fellow American Steve Strieker is
the top seed at Dove Mountain.

“My confidence level is much
highernow than in 2001 Strieker,
who was a surprise winner ofthe
eventnineyearsago, told reporters
ahead ofhisopening match against

Nigeria,
Paraguay seal
friendly deal

By Orkula Shaagee

NIGERIA (has finally sealed
a deal to play Paraguay in an
international friendly in Lon-
don on March 3.

General Secretary of the
Nigeria Football Federation,
Dr. Bolaji Ojo-Oba signed the
contract on behalfofthe NFF in
Abuja on Wednesday evening,
saying: “The match is certainly
on. There were some hiccups
early on but we have finally
resolved all matters and the
game will be taking place”

The Valley, home ground
of Coca Cola Championships
side Charlton Athletic, will
host the clash between the sec-
ond-ranked African team and
the powerhouse from South
America on March 3.

Organizers said the match
will take place on March 3 but
will likely come up much earlier
than the England versus Egypt
friendly taking place at Wem-
bley in the evening ofthe same
day.

Nigeria and Paraguay fin-
ished 2-2 in an international
friendly match played in Lon-
don ahead of the 2002 World
Cup finals in Korea and Japan.

The match on March 3 will
be useful to both countries, as
the day marks 100 days to the.
kick-offofthe 2010 FIFA World
Cup finals, where Nigeria play
Paraguay’ neighbours Argen-
tina, Korea Republic and
Greece in Group B, and Para-
guay plays Nigeria’s neighbours
Cameroon, Italy and Japan in
Group F
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advance
despite loss

REAL Ma<3tid winger Cristiano
Ronaldo saysitsnot unexpected
to saffer in this competition”
following a 1-0 loss at Lyon in
the Champions League.

The record nine-time Euro-
pean Cup champions were
beaten by Jean Il Makoun}
goal at Stade Gerland on Tues-
day to be in danger offailing to
advance from the firstknockout
stage for the sixth straight year.

Related CoverageMartin
Rogers: Can Ronaldo shine in
Real spotlight? Ronaldo said
Wednesday he’ “certain we will
respond well in the return leg
and win it” at Santiago Berna-
beu stadium on March 10.

Madrid spent 254 million on
eight players in the offseason
to try and win the Champions
League, which will be played in
May at the Bernabeu.

Thursday, February 18,2010

Fablanski hands Porto win

PORTO secured afirst legadvan-
tage after defeating Arsenal 2-1in
the Estadio do Dragao yesterday
evening but visiting goalkeeper
Lukasz Fabianski handed the Por-
tuguese side the win with adread-
ful display.

The Pole allowed a Valera
cross to fumble over the line
before being involved in acalam-
itous breakdown in communica-
tion with Sol Campbell that led
to Falcao’s winner in the second'
half.

Campbell had equalised for
the Gunners, but now they must
turn the tie around in the second
leg ifthey are to progress.

Porto were unbeaten in their
last five league matches, and
importantly for coach Jesualdo
Ferreira he could once again
call on the services of mercurial
striker Hulk, for the first time in
two months following his ban for
allegedly assaulting a steward.

Arsenal, meanwhile, were
dogged by a series of injuries to
key players, including William
Gallas, Manuel Almunia, Andrei
Arshavin and long-term victim
Robin van Persie. Veteran Sol
Campbell was handed his first

.Champions League experience

for three-and-half years in the
Gunners’back line.

It was the Portuguese hosts
who did the majority of the early
running, and Campbellsaptitude
at this level came under scrutiny
in the opening moments. Falcao
got the better of him and ran in
on goal, hut the 35-year old recov-
ered brilliantly with a perfectly
timed, last-ditch tackle.

Moments later, Valera made
inroads on the right flank and laid
in Hulk, but perhaps the Brazil-
ians lack of minutes contributed
to him dragging his effort wide of
Lukasz Fabianski’s post.

However, Portos pressure
eventually was awarded, and
Arsenals young goalkeeper will
shoulder the responsibility for
a horrendous error. Lauded by
Arsene Wenger pre-match, Fabi-
anski let his faithful boss down
as he inexplicably spilled Valera’
driven cross into his own net with
no-one in blue and white any-

.where near him.

Wenger was dismayed, the
Pole dejected and Arsenal were

N
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behind.

The first half was an open,
flowing contest, and its offen-
sively-geared nature was instru-
mental in allowing the Gunners
to ease their way slowly back into
the contest.

Nicklas Bendtner was hugely
unlucky to see a snap shot drift
inches wide of the upright, but it
wasnt long before honours were
fven, afid from the most unlikely
ofsources.

A deep corner eventually
found its way to Tomas Rosicky
at the back post, and his intelli-
gent header found Sol Campbell
unmarked, and he powered the
ball past Helton and into the net.

In the opening moments of
the second period, two incidents
in the space in two minutes were
instrumental in shaping the out-
come ofthe contest.

Firstly, Tomas Rosicky burst

1Miss.Barcelona - Eto'o

-SAMUEL Etob has said he misses Barce-

\ tona, but wants to repeat the success he
enjoyed at the Camp Nou with Inter.

Etob joined Inter last summer as part

*he deal which took Zlatan Ibrahimovic

mmm ..

M IM imaini

to Barcelona. He has scored 10 goals this
season, but feels he can do more to take his
club forward on all fronts.

“It was hard after 13 years in Spain and
I miss the life | had at Bargelona,” he told

Itwas hard after 13 years in Spain and I miss the life | had at Barcelona/*he told
World Soccer. "But despite these difficulties Iam trying to adapt to the reality ir
Milan. "My okﬂjective Is towin trle same trophies | won at Barcelona with Inter."

World Soccer.

into the area on the right, and
was seemingly felled by Alvaro
Ferreira in a clumsy fashion. The
referee urged the Czech to get to
his feet, but subsequent replays
showed that Ferreira got nothing
ofthe ball.

Asplay raced up field, Camp-
bell clearly knocked the ball back
to Fabianski with his foot, but the
‘keeper incredibly proceeded to
gather the ball into his arms. As
both he and Campbell protested
to the referee at the award of an
indirect free kick, Porto got on
with the match. Ruben Micael
snatched the ball and laid it
neatly into the path of Falcao,
who simply, rolled home from
ten yards.

It was one ot the most bizarre
goals seen in recent years in the
Champions League, and Arsenal
only had themselves to blame
in what was becoming a farcical

But despite these difficulties | am try-

ing to adapt to the reality in Milan.

urday evening.

“My objective is to win the same tro-
phies | won at Barcelona with Inter.” .

Etob islikely to start for Inter when they
take on Sampdoria at the San Siro on Sat-

Hewon the Champions League twicewith
Barcelona, scoringin the
in 2006 and ManrhpQt**r

Isagainst Arsenal
ted in 2009.

" their UEFA

night for the English club.

However, they rallied and
pushed forward, playing a pro-
cession of passes in and around
the Dragons’ penalty area with-
out any real penetration. Wenger
introduced Theo Walcott and
Carlos Vela but their impact, in
particular that ofthe Englishman,
was minimal.

It was one of the most bizarre
goals seen in recent years in the
Champions League, and Arsenal
only had themselves to blame
in what was becoming a farcical
night for the English club.

However, they rallied and
pushed forward, playing a pro-
cession of passes in and around
the Dragons penalty area with-
out any real penetration. Wenger
introduced Theo Walcott and
Carlos Vela but their impact, in
particular that ofthe Englishman,
was minimal.

SAMUEL Eto'o
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Sightings and sight failures:
Ogbulafor's double jeopardy

lease spare a thought for Vincent Ogbulafor,

chairman ofthe ruling PDP. In the final days

ofthe intrigues which unconstitutionally deliv-

ered Jonathan Goodluck as “Acting President”

of Nigeria, the much-vaunted “biggest party

in Africa” suddenly went AWOL. The PDP
governors underscored their overbearing power and ifany-
body doubted the “wisdom” of Nigerian politics, the gover-
nors delivered an object lesson that it is the tail which wags
the dog. The party that should lead the search for solution
snored away in denial as Babangida Aliyu and Bukola Sar-
aki orchestrated agovernors’stranglehold and left the party
irrelevant. The Wadata Plaza-based leadership was given a
true measure ofhow light weight it truly was. The governors
as fiefholders in the states could determine the fate of mem-
bers ofthe National Assembly; they beat them into line and
the Jonathan era was brought about.

But Vincent Ogbulafor was determined to make a tan-
gential bid for relevance in the sordid matter ofpresidential
disappearance, through an appearance in the black hole of
presidential whereabouts in Jeddah. Here | seek your indul-
gence to exercise some imagination. Ogbulafor transported
himselfto childhood, remember-
ing the pot of gold at the end ofa
rainbow: if only he gets the pot,
he must have reasoned, just how
rich, famous and lucky he would
become! Well, over 80 days after
hurriedly exiting Nigeria, cov-
ered in the dust of piles of lies,
subterfuge and prayers, Umaru
Yaradua has come to resemble

| have no doubt in my mind that
the two wise men who accompa-
nied Vincent, the Prince, would
have been able to describe how

Prince, is a loyal man ofboth the party and the spirit presi-
dent. He endured a failure of sight fpr two months, presum-
ably holding prayer vigil for “Oga”, with “expectations that
he would soon return home”, according to Daily Trust, espe-
cially against the background ofthe avalanche ofa national’
outpouring ofprayersand more prayers! In Jeddah, Ogbula-
for suffered the jeopardy of failure ofsighting to compound
a failing sight. That is double jeopardy in a time oftrouble.
The final piece in this puzzle is that had there been a suc-
cessful sighting in Jeddah, Vincent, the Prince, would have
been caught in the dilemma ofthe blind man trying to feel
outan elephant: touch the legto determine the size or simply
recognize it through its sheer presence. | have no doubt in
my mind that the two wise men who accompanied Vincent,
the Prince, would have been able to describe how well our
president now looks to their chairman, if they had enjoyed
a successful sighting (remember Ambassador Aminci said
Yaradua is “eating well”). They did not unfortunately; sight-
ing failed the three wise men and sight is failing VVincent, the
Prince, so offto India was he shipped!

Meanwhile, situation is dire for the spirit president.
Meek as lamb, Jonathan is exploiting good luck to entrench
himself and without show-
ing his hands, the mood of
politics has shifted decisively
in his favour. The clamour
to remove Yaradua is gath-
ering strength. For now,
Jonathan remains Nigerias
“Sole Administrator”, albeit
on very shaky and uncon-
stitutional grounds with

that pot of gold at the end ofthe
rainbow of Nigerian politics. No
one has been able to announce
a positive sighting; neither gov-
ernors nor members of the
National Assembly. Every track

well our president now looks
to their chairman, ifthey had
enjoyed a successful sighting

disgraced despot Obasanjo,
whispering clandestine
advice. In all these shenani-
gans, the main losers are the
chaps around Yaradua who
combined  provincialism,

led to the neither-nor land of a
cul-de-sac. Yaradua became the
quintessential spiritand while the
nation pays to keep the spiritin a
foreign land, citizens are denied
information about his state. Fellow Nigerians, “keep pray-
ing”; “itisnot acrime to be sick”; “the man has notcommit-
ted any offence”; “the president is eating, walking around
and will soon be discharged by his doctors™ etc!

You still have to be patientin this small matter ofa failure
of sighting and sight. As a good Christian, Prince Vincent
Ogbulafor then remembered that the sightings of the baby
Jesus (May the Peace of Allah be Upon him), had been done
by three wise men bearing presents: frankincense, myrrh
and gold! In direct emulation of that journey of historical
importance, Vincent Ogbulafor led a three-man delegation
of himself, his deputy and party secretary on ajourney of
sighting of our spirit-president in Jeddah. Ogbulafor’ team
did not have incense, myrrh or gold; in a Nigerian manner
ofthings, we can assume that they will only bear pockets
heavy with estacode. Daily Trust of Tuesday, February 16,
2010, reported that the'three PDP wise men “arrived in Saudi
Arabia last Friday but they could not get access to Yaradua
who has been there for more than 80 days™ There was no
star to lead our wise men in the direction of the president
and the effort at a sighting failed woefully. That was jeopardy
number one for Vincent, the Prince.

D#ily Trust then made a reference to the failure of sight
that is also afflicting Ogbulafor. Vincent, the Prince, the
report said, “has left Saudi Arabia to seek medical atten-
tion for his eyes AFTER FAILING TO SEE President
Umaru Yaradua in Jeddah (emphasis is mine please and no
pun intended!)” Ogbulafor’ “visual impairment” became
an issue last week when he got the party’s scribe to read
a National Working Committee's resolution. Vincent, the

(remember Ambassador Aminci
said Yar'adua is"eating well").

arrogance and incompetence
to alienate the poor man from
the empathy of the Nigerian
people. They carried on with
a medieval nonchalance as if
the Nigerian people did not matter. Crucially, they alienated
even their own best allies, such as the governors who stuck
out their necks to protect the truth of presidential infirmity
with a body guard of lies until it became clear they had to
rescue their own political careers. They cut loose from the
Yaradua chariot headed for a spectacular crash down the
ragged slope of Nigerian politics and latched on to the politi-
cal rickshaw of Goodluck Jonathan as “Acting President” In
politics, there are no permanent friends but interests and
there are no emotions in the cut and thrust of power: itisa
very vicious world out there. I am sure the provincials have
learnt that lesson now.

Dishohonour and excesscrude money

Colleagues at our weekly planning meeting last Tuesday
were surprised when | said formef Attorney General Aon-
doakaa was the honourable person in the events ofthe past
fewweeks. He stood by Yaradua throughout, and didntdo a
volte-face when it became obvious that the tables were about
to turn. Dora Akunyili has earned praises but there seemed
an opportunistic and self-seeking content to her last-minute
abandonmentofthe sinking Yaradua ship. Sticking by prin-
ciples is not a currency of our politics. And talking about
currency, itis clear that very few people believe the Nigeria
Governors’ Forum (NGF), that they did not agree a quid
pro quo with Jonathan: become Acting President but release
money from the excess crude account! What is sure isthat a
huge chunk ofthat money will disappear into the black hole
ofPublic-Private-Partnerships (PPP) in some states. PPP is
that devious mechanism to steer public funds into private
pockets; so looting times are here again!
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CAROLINE Wozniacki

Peer topples Wozniacki in Dubai

op seed Caro-

line Woz-
niacki was
stunned 6-2

7-5 unseeded Israeli
Shahar Peer in,the third
round ofthe Dubai ten-
nis championships on

Wednesday.
The Danish world
number three faced

break points in every
one of her 10 service
games and she was bro-
ken eight times as Peer
dictated events with her

AMIECarragher

more aggressive play.

After Wozniacki
failed to hold serve at all
in the first set she man-
agedjust two holdsin the
second, for 1-0 and 3-2.

Despite her domi-
nance, Peer struggled
to close out the win. She
served for the match
twice, after breaking to
lead 5-4 with a smash
and then again at 6-5
when she had broken
with a fine crosscourt
winner.

Carragher set for Liverpool return

iverpool defender Jamie Carragher is set to
return against Unirea Urziceni in a Europa
League tie at Anfield here on Thursday as
injury problems start to ease for Reds man-

ager Rafael Benitez.

Veteran defender Carragher was forced offwith a
groin problem during last Wednesday's 1-0 loss away
to Arsenal but has now been passed fitto play against

Romanian side Unirea.

Meanwhile Israeli playmkaer Yossi Benayour”.
could feature today after being out for more than a m
month after breaking a rib in Liverpool's FA Cup
defeat by second tier Reading on January 13.

“Carra is training again and he will be available, y
which isvery good news for us as he is an important
player for us,” Benitez said Wednesday.
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