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PDP NEC MEETING

Ogbeh escapes imp

® Ngige, Uba suspended

By Abdul Labaran, Groug Political Edicor: Tes Sanusl,

Hammeed M, Bello & Habeeb L Pladiga, Poliical fep

te yest-

erday came the way for

the national chairman

of the Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP), Chiel Audu
Ogbeh, us moves 1o sack him
with the entire National

ing Commitiee (NWC')

failed.

Plans, including all levels
of Inbbying, consultations,
horse trading and propa-
| gondda, perfected yesterday

ittee headed by Osun State
Giovernor, Olag Oyin-

loln, was set up to inves-

mentioned &% an aside, but
wis not given any accele-

11:00am andendedatubout  rated hearing. This was
3:30 o, and was attended firmed by the publici
by President Olusegun Obo-  secretary of the PDP, Barr-

sanjo and Vice-President
Atiku Abubakar, Chicf Audu
Cigbel and all NWC mem-

to ensure that Audu Ogbeh  rigaie the Anamben crisisand  bers, including all the PDP
not in office solu- . st board of
s the FDP | chai Boxt 1o the col members, told Daily

did not however see the light
of day. It was stood down
indefinitely.
But Governor Chiris Ngige
of Anambra State and s
political godfather,
Chris

ba, were suspended
from the PDP by NEC for 30
days and seven man comm-

Controversy trails

meeting outcome
@ Obasanjo saves Ogbeh’s job ~Aide

National Exccutive Comm-
ittee (NEC) of the niling Peo-
ples Democratic Pany (PDI")
ended, fresh controversy has
erupted on how the
national chairman, Chief
Audu Ogbeh, sorvived
Clmpew:hmcnlnl the mlc;'hn;

ent source clpse o
lhm dency told Daily

By Abdul Labaran, |
Group Political Editor |
Truxs that the subject of
Ogbeh’s impeachment was
not raised ot the NEC mecting
because he, Ogbeh, prior to
the meeting, made an under-
taking to President Obasanjo
1o resign from his post as the
national chairman of the
party.

his name in print, it was
President Obasanjo who act-
ually saved Ogbeh the humi-
Timtion of i when
be directed that the mutter be
not disgussed during yeste-
rday’s NEC meeting.

The source disclosed
that there had been an all
night meeting on the eve of
the NEC meeting by the NEC
members during which Chicf
Ogbeh allegedly offered o
voluntarily resign when a
wote on his fate was taken
According to the source,
the vore 10 suspend Ngige
had #4 in support with four
voting against while 12
abstained from the vole
According to the source,

and

Accarding 1o the presid- i
ential aide who did not want-

Sources at the NEC mee-
ting. which started at about

rusiees i
Trust that the issuc of the
sucking

Alhaji. @ ¢ with th
flefi), after the party’s (‘nnd’ug Held in

of Ogbeh was only

ister Venntius lkem,

The sources said the
party's Board of Trusices
chairman, Chief’ Tony Ane-
ik, who raised the issue of
removal of Ogbeh as the
national chainman, said it was
nc:dlcil discussing the

PoP
lbu}n e yesterduy,

eachment

fasue a8 it was unanimously
agreed it should be set aside
for now.

But President Obasanjo
was aaid 10 have remarked
that though the issue was
rested, it may however be
raised sometimes someday.

Fielding questions from
newsmen at the end of the |
meeting, Venatius liem, the |
PDP spokesman, said the |

Conid, an Pg 2|
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Police manhandle journallsts, one hospltahsed

he ugly side of the
Nigeria Police was
terday d

smisshed. Mr Akin Orimolade
of Tell Magazine and three
other § I lost their

trated w1 the nattonal headg
uarters of the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) when
sone journalists were merci-
lessly brutalised as a resull
of which one of them suff-
ered leg fracture and was
hospitalised

Mr Segium Clatunjl of the
Nigeriain Tribune, who was
beatin toa stale of comas and
Inter rushed (o Euro Hospital

|e|q1l|um: handsets during

the brutal ¢harge on the

Joumalists by the police.
Trouble started when, at

bt | 1:30mm, the embattled
Anambra State Governor, Dr
Chris Ngige, arrived at the
venue of the POPNEC mee-
ting upon which checrs of
“Peaples’ Governors™ from
the crowd filled the air. There

upon a seruple broke out bet-
ween the govemnor 's secunty
detalls and some policemen
on duty. o development that
nttracted the interest o new-
wmen, particularly -.-u‘llv.‘
Conhl o

Doctors”strike: Hospitals record 20,000 deat hs

overnment hospitals
m the country have
recorded more than

20,000 deaths since Dec. 6,
2004 when the National
Association of Resident

ARD) embarked

. joumalists Doctors (NA
EohAEe s,

the association, Dr Jerry
Oguzie digelosed this in an
intérview with the News

sency of Nigeria (NAN) in
bt 2

Oguzie sald the figure
was baved on situation rep-
oty peceived from the stale

chap

of NARD axat

Janry 1, 2005

He explained that the
dead wiere mostly ihose wihi
were brought 1o the hospitals
with the hope that they

swould be sttended 1o by the

doctors who had been on
strike. |
Canid, wn Py 2
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only item on the agenda of
the meeting was Anambra
State crisis.

“We agreed that major
actors in the Anambra crisis
be investigated and we also
resolved to suspend them for
30 days while e

Ogbeh conus fromrg 1

questions as 1o whether,
not the sctting up of 2 gol
millee o |l|\-eslrunl= the

tter to NEC which in tum set |
gation com- |

go on. We alvo agreed that
the Inspector-General of
Police, Tafis Balogun, should
properly invest, the ma-
ter 80 l;lt we Isﬁ:: the cul-
1o book,” Ikem said, and
|listed Chris Uba and Gov-
‘emor Ngige us the actors he
|vtf=‘lod 10, The police inves-
tigation however extends
beyond 30 days, e added.
| When asked, he sald the
imsue of Ogbeh’s suspension
was not discussed because
lhue wak omy one ifem on

When asked when the |
NWC would be dissolved
following allegations of
cormupt practices, Ogbulalor
sald NWC would not be
dissolved and that they still |
Tiad one more year fo go,
President jo u\d
Chief Audu Ogbelh lelt lh
venue of the meeting in the
same vehicle and sources
snid they headed for the
House of Ogbeh for launch.
& It mld{l—\w recalled that |

the PDP's constitution only
allows for suspension of me-
mbers for 30 days on a
preliminary investigation
The deputy iomal

jo and |
Audu Ogbeh had engaged
cach other in a controversial |
exchange of letters which
clicited ;uuhlu: mhm nnd

chairman_(south), Aliu'jl
Shuaibu Oyedokun, told
newsmen at the end of the
meeting that the Oymlula

has
no-love-lost mlnlmnlhlp
the twi,
Ogbeh had in his letter
drawn the president’s

was

investigute both parties aaul
i positive action would be
wken in the overnll interest
of evs

“We owe a5 & matter of
responsibility to the nation
10 create a difl and

lo the

stute of the polity which must
he tackled to save any drft
1o anarchy while the presi-
dent, in his reply, condemnid
Ogbeh's letter as unwa-
rrlmcd and ill-intentioned.

severnl

make o clean breast of what

N

R-L: PDP chairman af the
Sha'abal.afiogi and

!m

Controversy
Consd, from Py |
unfolded was a struggle
between the adent and
his \"iu'. Atiku Abubukar.

residential Iiﬂﬂ; 1

addnd that lha prcs:dcm
wanted “a soft ng” for

Chief Ogbeh, hence his|

decixion 10
to impeach | u mzmm
chairman during the NEC

an aide of Chief |

Dsbdl dllmusnd this claim

a5 o lic, saying it i a face

uvu:"gm spin  from the

t's team which did

not imﬂd any chance in their

plot against the PDP
chairman,

Srukms 0 Daily Trust
condition of ananymi
Esmmrwum

been "immense pressure.
un 0 beh 1o resi but

Ihnllu'hldn
ﬂw:nl

Imullns that Chief
Ogbeh never gave Itr
mdcll.n‘l(mswtugm
|I||:|'lmu|r|:nﬂl||mlnd¢$q.
the aide disclosed that the
chllrmnn upreswd ||I‘II
readiness to face “what

\muid hlppcn at the NEC

Reform C Jormer
Minister of.lvhﬂau (Mrs) Kema Chikwe, farm Kwara State Governor, M‘hﬁ
er PDP members

1o be checked into the party s national

Ty 2

M.mn!m
percentige

I'Dllll'l!.l large
were

| those who sustained serious

injuries in motor accidents

i L

| would be the basis of the dec-
ision of NEC on the Anambra
leris

| When asked to comment
|on the status of Ngige as the
p\mmrdunng paiod

t by Ogbeh and the |
NWC, hence the call for their
removal,

But fn a swift response,
meduvrptmmmurxro

that d during the
Christmis period,

Oguzie also said that the
University of Nigeria Teac-
lhing Hospital Enugu, which
is currently under lock and
key, and the Lagos Unhr-

Nme |
the

mll\y Teachi
‘ll\ehllhnumbcr

f as
ding to Ht Chuh

ﬂkl “it was & omainmwul
lissue; he was suspended
from the party; he will remain
as the governor but will not
take part in any party
‘mctivity.”

The national secretary of
the PDP, Chiel Vincent
Ogbulafior, also responded 10

rumen.
Immedintely the journ-

atwnm the suspension of
Ngige was not yet comm-

umcated officially by the PDP
hierarchy, even though the
governor was ut the meeting

vesterday,

“Unuil that is done, we
don't have any official
reaction,” hi sald.

of casualtics.

As 2 result of the strike,
he said most of the gover-
nment hospitals across the
country st admitting
new patients three weeks

ago.
In Abuja, Ogurie claimed
that the mortuary at National

| MHIWMVM!-"‘

Police contd from b

Strike const from Py 1

thar the hospital wnhr{:w
rejecting corpses, while a
m}ﬁ:ruf ility st Maitama
Huospital, was also full.
. N‘; said that r;::lc of the
ves lost, especially those

in in accident, would
have been saved il doctors
were on

Clting an Opurie
said that & male accident
wvictim bled to death at Wuse
Gieneral Hospital on New
Year's day bocause there was
o doctor to attend to him,

He said that nurses on
duty could not help the victim
because “they cannol ope-
rate beyond their bael™

On wh

Pix: Kennedy Eghonodje.

Ogugie explained that it was
not normal for them to work
Tike junior dm:m because
medical p Is work

A to him, Chief
Tony Anenﬂ: the acting |
chairman of the PDPs !
of Trustees, moved the
motion 1o step down lht'

tion agains
wiss quickly |
sc:nnded by President

l:tordlnn 10 their mnks.
He said although the
consultants were not on

strike the action of NARD

had made it look so espe-
cially because they would

not do the job of junior
doctors.

Oguzie described the
cons-

Ob they
| realised that the presidest
| “would have been
I:ounced and lose face, !

osing that out of the 28
PDP governors, “22 have
lined up in support of the
national chairman”.

Baghdldmp—m
of elections planned for 30

ke us
idering the fact that most
people who go to teachi
hospitals and | medical

centres

le i IOpeopI h Im.-n
ast 3 I\'l!
killed and

On how long the strike

would last, Oguzie said it |
would continue until the |

¥
could no bridge the g0,
behavidur of police was as a
resull of “the sitation on

their demands
He said that the Nigeria
ical A ion had

Iul'.nb
oIFollce p\m in ﬁmdlﬁ.

m.mmrﬁrm |

+ Zone, the heavily fortificd
govermment nnd dlplml

made & case for the payment

elplmmnlllwluhcehyua |

*li'“ moved ologer 35 4fic  grder from the PDP 1o send lhcirupnmuhﬁmnrnlal'wh ground. We are " g W unged the immediate area
scene of the altercation betw-  journalists away from the  lice 1o “within seven days™ and we shall cont- :';mm;‘t::u A:;! r:lun an inferno, says BEC
{een the $85 details of Gov-  venue of the meeling armnge 1o replace the sma-  inue (o be s0™ st lust year, nnd that gove cun&t_m dent in Baghdad.
[emor Ngige and policemen, 2 three mandeleg-  shed cameras of the affected He anked the press 1o pul I"" e respond. icinls said most of the
|II|= wete nded upon  ation of newsmen contacted  journalists and settle all their  down their grievances on ‘"“P)‘: W yot o th vietims were from o Ieoently
paolice who froely used  the mitional publicity scer-  medical bills, waming that if nnd send 1o the Inwp- 'f‘.‘;e'c‘”“’h: ¢ | formed elite lml|
lhe butt of their guns and  etary ofthe PDP, Mr the demands were not met,  ector-General of: Polige, | fce-0l ;*":“}{n .sm';' unit, msde up o
| batons on them (ournalists).  Tkem, he confirmed that  “NUJ Abuja council will not pleading further that o err | fmiment and FARD 1 { T‘ it ey
Evien when the Tribune’s  joumalists were needed then  hesitito 10 drag the Nigeria s human; to forgive is | ltter'scomplain thut some o Mr Haidri is the most
nwmmmmun in pain ut denfed that the police  Police Forve before a compe-  divine™. its members had ot been  senior Tragi official mllbﬁ
o the ground, clut his  were directod to send.jour-  tent court of law and the ,mg. listening (o @ oum- I"L".l*‘:n e Cen incrense :;:::g'ﬁ:;’d ;"rg: hila
moaning “my legl”  nalists awa; Human Rights C their | inbasic |
 repeatedly, the police ‘11.".;,' lists whose  for 1;'ml‘szl;nl sction.” 1,‘,,1, experiences in the NARD also said thai m’!‘s‘f"‘;:"“hm"ﬂ""}"?:
{beating and kicking him. cameras were smashed by But the Tnspector-Gen- hands of police, Olakpe left.  somc of its members hiad not sicide bamb in May as
while Mr Lawrence E. Alabi,  the police include Mr Ken-  emlof Police, Mr Tafs Balo- Ho later camme back tog- | received leave grant for two ’WAI Tokat obo of hla
‘a police ¢ i in o nedy dje of Daily  gun, yesterday de the  aihver with Alabi, who exone-  years, snoual increment for oo Iulled%
charge of operations, watch- Tﬂu[ Cibenga Abiodun of  police action on journallsts, o pim C1Ffrom the atiack, | four years and u cou- ’.‘.m‘m“ Hurriyah district
ed on without stopping them.  Daily Independent; Francts uyins it was Yy o blame on | recs allowanee tnthe last | 0" est bank of the |
While the victim was Ojo of the Champion, Yomi ace and ranquitlity - oeeymen whom he said id years. Tigris River,
aning in pnlll. some palic-  Fayese of The Guardlan, lllhvl' P it during p', i their boun- Oguzie said thal many ]nqi maurscnll have
mﬂ:mm u;lrih-“ngl.“ﬂui Ibrahim hmln of Th? the ynNI( nwcnng&“w & ‘;_ il NARD Bers ot 5 gover-
s only ing, deal with  Punch and Monday Emoni of m?un ho spoke I have s right to maintain | boen promoted foralong time, | nment officials around the
i 50 that he can have  The Comer, ml'"h"-'“mm mﬂmmnuu!q nor paid the N1,500 teaching | coun
| real cause to cry. Meanwhile, the Abuja M Cheis Olakpe, Nera. B S allowanee, while those who MrH escaped nssas-
Mdra“""ki" s ccoumliobieiigeie Usich “’""“"‘"”"""""‘"“"“ Wereaskediopark away fom  sa for profesionsl cxami- | snaton i 3 oadside bornb
policemen said 10 me that mmm:“pum-:i:uﬁ should ot have crossed the the entrance, [ only said | nations were yet to be paid. | "“"‘\,uﬁw
is {m}hum‘y not only barbaric, inhuman m move back. .. If 1 al you  Onhow to get around the ldl)'lﬁu'ulﬂltm
deal with these jour- gnd criminal, but aiso a gross grow» | (presmen) b move koo eiose. | berl, Ogusic tppealed D2 [ wvare. killiad ardse
violation of the fundamestal m“”h webave 10 the gate, it's like | have | government to open discu- | country.
human rights of the affected o respect ft. You will get your  failed in my duty,” he said. ssions with NARD, since the | There were at least two
_ journalists.” news, but what we must While the néw-  problem was not only about | siicide w bomb attacks on
Ina mt w by protect is peace. The m!hollledlllllwm‘ll 10 outstanding salaries, but
n.mrmx are here to protect you,” ~Alabi’s explanati th T_ other entit] m' Tudi hree Bdlmu and an
giaren, lNlLlrl.llnd Olakpe said amidst commissioner in of | working conditions. were among those
on the ann:“w(‘ I'mtﬂ:ﬁmﬁuml dar Federal Opﬂl::lio:l; d:Pl | He said that the “no =
Police to immediat repeating: “1 have 1Y | wiork, no rule did not Another suicide car bomb
the . d"‘ua:np Appullug for to mainiain law " | applyto uh': ﬂmm because | mﬂﬁ"fﬁwﬂ
mum ing of journali He however denicd taking | iy was a me Minister lyad Allawi, |
: ...mmamm L eaplatied il the plnimkpolmem gm_ﬂ__ =1 |

_—..-__.

|
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=

by



Calls for Ngige’s resignation
unconstitutional - Speaker

Speaker of the Anamibes
g House of Assembly,
Mr Mike Balonwu, yes-
terday In Awka described cally
on Governor Chris Nygige of the
sate 1o reslgn us constitutional,
Ralonwy sand thal the pur-

anly three conditinns would
make the governor gull office
orluntary resignaton on grounds
of ill-healil, impeacheent by the
House if found guilty of acts of
nasconduct and throujh the olee-
ton tribemal,

Eing by an interested party and
calls fir the governor 1o resign
wan nol only unconstitutional,
bt illegal and undemocratic
““lnstead, the Nigeria Police
hould amest and prosecute the
mun who made the confession
that he rigged the election
Anambra Stite because there is
o need for further investigation

BHalonwu told the News
Agency of Nigerin (NAN) that

FG raises ¢’ttee
on Tsunami,

donates 41m

Hy Suleman Mobammed,
Awvoctie Editoe, § Sonth)

that the National Exccutive Com-
irittee of the PUH" woukd ask the
HOVETRIOE 10 FORIGN Wik untnae,

because the party’s NEC lacked

the comatinitional powers o take | |

such action

“The governoe of Anamhra
Stute s nod the governor of the
PP alone. He b the governor
of the entire wate which com
prises other political pariics
Therefore, the National Execu-
tive Commitiee of the DI Lacks
the wutharity 1o sk Ngige o re-
wiign," Babanwia sald.

He said that if such an ac-
tion gver ook place it would be
amockery of demacracy and the
whote workd would laigh at ihe
cuunitry bevause the wishes of a
few people had been allowed 10
prevail 1o the detriment of
greater number of people.

resident Dlusegun The speakor argued that it
P Ohtasanjo vesterday con | would be sheund o uk the gov.
ullmnluur:h;mm CrmoT rr.-up aflor two yean in
wndibod with | ©fThee and h been yworn-in

the respensibility of mising re-
nources for the victims OF the
Tunarnyl dlimanber which elaimed
over 150,000 Fives i Ania and
parts of Affica

The comunittee co-chalred
by the: sultan of Sokoto, Afhaji
Mubimmsdu Maccido and
Archibishop Peter Akinola,
prexident of the Christian Asso-
clation of Nigeria (CAN) als
include the Emir of Giwandu,
Alhafi Mustapha Jokolo, Arch-
hishop Joln Onayekan, CGover-

nor Victor Atiah of Akwa Thom |

Spte and Governod [brabim
Shokarsu of Kano State
Other members are, M. Jim

by the chiel judge of ihe state,
stressing that the motives of
o kg such moves were
wiestlinngg bt sellinh and simod 1o
catine canfimion
“'Nobody has given any
good reason o warranl the
governo s resignation, ' he sand,
arguing that the man who made
| the alleged confession that he
+ rigged the lection backed power
to sk for the governor's rewig-
| mation,

“He does nol work for
INEC; be 18 not a returning of-
fhcer, un clectoral officer o an
agent and he wid ool @ candi-
shane. So on what grounds in be

oL ; A
President huxegun Obavanjo (cenire) his Viee Athaji ; nﬁu mh.hrr .‘lrﬁj. m- Sultan of Soketo, Alhaji Mohammed |
Maccide (24 left), the ﬂnfr’«,"ﬁ wanidu Alhafi H'nlwht Jokolo d’?“ r{gﬁu and Chief Audu Oghel chairman PDP

aof the mation,

it ine

at the State House Abuja, yesterday.

Fr

of the Tounami disaster in Sonth Axia hold

Pix: Joe Diraye.

3,425 Nigerian pilgrims
arrive in Saudi Arabia

bout 3425 pilgrims
frown Nigeria have so
far arrived In Sandi

Agency, Alhaji lss Danbsabs,
assured that their pilgrims
were mecelving adequate at-

Arabia to perform this vear’s  tention.
i NAN reports that abour
A of the all over
Mews J\1..=nc3-' of Nigeria  the worki hive so far arrived

(NAN) in the city of Moding
reports that |00 are from
Sokoto; 1,500 from
Nassarawa and 125 from
Ohnedo Stisies.

I interview with NAN,

Oivia, Ms Ayo Obe, Ms Bilkisu | tnaking the confession”” heque- | the leader of the delegation
Yusuf, Chief Afibola Ogunsola,  ned from Nisssarowa, Ciroup Capt
Albagl Umaru Mustalab sid En- Balomwu called on the po- | Lismon Jibrin (rid), said all the
jpmeer Abba Gana. liee to arrest the man wha ﬂlﬂll: piligrins had been adequately
. the allsiad d e
President Obasanjo described | being allowed 1o parnde the f W
the disuster os ma’:ncnl:l and | streets with doxens of armed dililo, kb the siate gy
. s emment had concluded ar-
unwunl, aying the federal gov- | police esconts putting fears into 34 vt ik
ernmint his already contributed | 1he minds of the Remenis up el
|$1 miltion o the UN relief fund | “'A8 @ rosuli of this devel. | {0 Mocea forits pilgnms
opmen, the House will recon- | Similurly, the Secretary of

e the victims.

“We are gl contrituting
nadditional fiands to the African
Undon (AL} rl'llrl fund for the
same purpose,” .

Accordmg 1o the president,
wince the disaster touches the |
heart of all men and women of
the warld, there was noeded for
all o comribete 1o the fund indi-
widdually or &5 a group.

President Chasanjo saic the
“eorimies would receive dona-
thoms in cash and kind 1o sup-
port the Sictims, stressing thi
the commmitioe iv expected (o (Tl
weekly reports an progress

pisment e
spuires full attentbon af commii-
Tow meinbers, and urged Nigeri-
wivs s foreigness resident in the
oountry, partioularly business
oy el indisciriabists 10 st
up “anid be cowsted b this bk
o shw g CORCEITL, CORBpEsalon,
utid carg by comribuling very
genciodaly ki this effor.”
revident Ohasanjo while
CAPTENaiY ScCmaient Yo
iy o the families of vicrims, he
saidd, “we iy Wy shisre their paiy
] o b Lo reflection of
our belicl i cisilective action,
il syt mind huritrle be-
Tl b the posweer apind mﬁmur
Im-nh!g:d"n

vene very soon instead of the |
Jutiviary 27 date we fixed bk |
mnm]) i the matier,” he

Mrs Abacha, Masari, ANPP condole

fumily of the late hesd
of stite, General Sani

} Abucha, led by his s,

T Mutmmied Ak, and the
ik, Hajiya Masyam Ahacha,
vesterday paid u condolence
1 1o the family of the lae
Trontlineg polithcian, Al th
Naw, describing hiv death
hwcking while praying for mc
repose of his sl

The eldest son of the de-
ceaved, Aminy Wada Noa also
recelved sympathisers that in
clude the former governor of
Kadisin State, Abhaji Abba Mua
R the former [oapecton get
wral of palice and Sanbsuna of
Kontiina, Albaji Theadiien Ahmadu
Cotmmanske, the former minkter
of apticuliure, Alkafi Glarba Ja
Abdulkmdir; Major Gengral
Amaidi Remawa, Allaji Lema
Jibrilu, Professar Auwala
Yadudu and o delegation of
Sokoto Sate government

The President of the Senate,
Chief Adolplus
safement piy
|'l=9| !S(l'u'hu'r.

Withara, |
y s Chief
Mr. Henry

-a-,m—

- -‘.h.wum-n»

Ondo Pilgrims Welfare
Agency, Albaji Yakubu
Obera, and an official of
Sokoto  State  Pilgrimn

in the holy. land 1w perform
o af the candinal pillars of
Islam.

Accarding 1o the
country’s Minister of Hajj
AfTairs, lyal Maddani, 400,000
pilgrims amved h)' air while

100,000 came by sea.

NAN funther reports that
wraffick is building up nnl
roacks leadding o Meding o |
pilgrims ravel 1o the city 1o
\-lnl lllc Holy prophet’s

... NCAA restates restriction order on IRS

ve Migerian Civil Aviation
Authority (NCAA) yes-
ferdny restated ity order
restricting 1RS Alrlines from
transporting pilgrims w0 Sandi
Arahia for this vear's Hajj
NCAA, in o statement
avatlable o the News Agency of
Migeria (NAN) i Thepa, said the
nirfine could not transport pil
grima s reconls provided by e
Benson of its airerafl were scanty
The sustement, signed by
Mr, Sam Aduroghoye, the Me-
dia A b 1o ihe
organistion’s Direcior-General,
said with such scanty reconds,
the sir-worhines staus of the

| By Isa Sanusd Pofitical Reporter Jﬁmn-; lod
! bl Whveahim, Clcisgunident i Kearnine

Ogholaie, doscribed if late Allaji
Winida Mas us a forthright and foar-
lesa politician whase conatruc-
tve eriticioms of the FOP-led
federal government immensely
helped i deepening Nigeria‘s
nawcent democracy

Chiel Wabarn, who sad the
death of the devensed woukd cre-
e ge vacauin in the polity,
b comibolos the government amd
people of Kntvinn S, seybng
et Waehs Miss weas no tonbt e
of the accomplishod sons of the
stilc

The Nigeria Labour Con

had contributed mmensely in
apposition politics and viaibil-
ity, sarying that Nigerian politics
would certainly be the wirse fur
the loss of Alhaji Wada Nus.

Similarky, the All Progressive
Urawd Alllnce (APGA) said the
death of Alkaji Wods Nuw i a
rest loss for demaocracy comicd
eridy hes patnotlc effons lo swe
that Nigeria is entrenched with
peanine democratic nionms sm
Dedided bt good governance and
the il of law,

The Nationa| Secretary of
the party, Al Sank Abdullahl
Shinkati, in a Jord state-

gress (NLC)in o
signod by its Secretary, Mr. John
E, Oklahy, said the Lite Whicla Mo
bl the Last five yoars of his
ifee hisplayed ik oF lenacity #nd
eapress his convic
ways nmked him
merong e ot vocal e vibral
pulitcal peramiape

SLC s st the deesiel

ment, shderd thit APCGA praryed
Allah bor grant him eternal rest
In/its comdokence. the Pro
gressive Action Congress {PAL)
sitid thosa in the oppadition
wallil st fempel Alhajl Wads
throeghemt his Iy o
[
izt Piinne ety ] -

Bocing 747 airplones could not
e extablistod

“Therefore, the airplanes
have been declared unsafe fir
Hajj operation, However, the
management of IRS wnd NCAA
have reuched an agreement for
RS 1o present ancther aircrall
that will be inspected immed|
utely and certifiod for tho con-
tinmstion of the 200472005 Hajj
operations

“This ts b ssure the Nige-
rinn public thai the NCAA and
Fexdernl Minkstry of Aviation will
comtinms to carry oul Their stan
tory responaibility. of ensuring
safle skies and abrcralt operations

Nas’ family
s of operation remaised civil
while prapisig Fow the repese o
b soul

Also, ibe ANPP yesterday
i Abmin described the death of
the PSP lender and former spe-
clal duties miniser, Alhaji Wada
Mus, 4 5 national tigedy.

Nos died {n the enrly hours
of Monday in Kadunn sfter o
briel iflness at the ape of 66,

Commiserating with Nigeri-
ans, Whe nathonal Publicity Sec-
retary of the ANPPR, Chief
N Olehera, desenibed the
demine of the late politician o
*an fereparable natioeal ragedy™

Dlebara told the
Ageney of Nigerin (NAN) tha
Non was “n gresl patriof, unifys
mig Facwe, detritmblsced Nigerian
and gonsisacnt persanility”.

W (ANPP) rckeived ihe
suddelen news of the death od our

ehler staesman and compmds
with rude ol
N bl it o

evheriag dewiocricy,” ho sanl

in line with Intermational Civil
Aviution Orgusrination stondands |
and recommended practices,”
Adurogboye stated.

However, the IRS Airlines
Chairran, Athaji Rabia Dsyuku,
tld NAN inAbayja by telephone
that the airfime was making ef-
fiarts to resolve the sircoufl elear-
unce issue with the NCAA.

“We are bopeful that by to-
day, everything will be resolved
s that we commence Hafj op-
erations as scheduled,” loyaku

el

O Dec. 25, [RS Airlines, |
one of the two air carriens con-
tracted for the 2005 Hajj, had
lamed the NCAA of delaying

| its pasticipation in the exercise.
| “We could nat commence
Hafi operations as scheduled be-
e the NI ourar- |
crafl eniry o the country,” the |
IRS chairman was quoted as |
saying last week
He blamed 1RS" inability o |
begin operation on schedube on |
the inability of the airling 10 ob.
tain clearance for it plancs W
| come lndo the country 1o begin
the everoise

Butan official of the NCAA

|l i RS was ot allowed fo
hegin operation because the gir-
crall it indended 10 e hasd ol
ndergome the required checka

“This has i be done before |
vhe aercrafl could be allowed en-
{ry o the country,™ he told |
NAN |

A total of 65,000 Nigerians |
are billed o periiorm the lalj,
ol of whom IRS is expected 1o
trarvepart 20,0000,

The trapsportation of pil-
grinms b iee Py Laod began on
Ehetcemivor 5 fast yesw and will
ik Juiry 120
e —



ive weeks into the in
dustrial action by the
resident doctors in the
couniry, the Plateau State
Commissioner for Health, Dr.
Patrick Dakum, has called on
the federal government 1o
find o lasting solution 1o thewr
demand.

Resident doctors scross
the conniry had gone on
strike since last month fol-
lowing persistent shortfall in

Plateau Ulamas condemn

land dispute

Plutenu State Ulima
ders Council has
jemined the killing

of Engineer Bulle of Gana
Ropp in Barkin Ladi local
government arca of Platean
State, describing his death as
shocking

It called vn government
and socurity agencies 1o en-
sure that thise who perpe-
truled the murder incident arc
hrought 1o book

This wan contained in a
statemient sigoed by the sec-
retury of the council, Barris-

FG urged toresolve doctors’strike

their salaries,
The strike had conse-

that we are seeing.” he said,
Dy, Dakum described stafl

quently paralysed
in teaching hospitls across
the nation

Speaking to Daily Trist
in Jos, Dr. Dakum said there
was need for the federal gov-
emment to addresy the issue
of emolument of stall on its
pay roll

“A sincere approach o it
i% betier than the rhetoncs

Frow Makiys A. Mubummad,

Carrespandent {Jov)
ter Mubammad Lawal Ishag,
and minde available 1o Daily
Traat in Jos.

The statement ssserted
“This council condemny the
ingwdence In s entirely that
Ted o the kitfing of My, Bulle
and calls om the Platena State
povernment ind the security
agencies in the state not o
leave any stone anturmed i
fishing out and adequately
punishing the culpaiis n ac-
cordanee with the law™

It stressed that this
wontld arrest any attempl by

I s p very volatile
issue which should be
handled carefully, adding “it
i very difficult for snyone io
understand il any part of his
salary is taken away”™

He then urged the federal
povernment and the doctors
to come 10 8 roundtable and
agree on redressing the witd-
atiog,

310

killing over
some miscreants bent on re-
turding the efforts being
made at bringing lasting
peace in the sate

The group described
Engr. Disrau Bulle asa peace
ful man who always reached
ot 10 all his nssoc
spective of religious or eth.
mic leaning.

It extended its condo-
lence to the family of Engr.
Bulle and the entire good
people of the stte, while
wishing the deceased's wife,
Mrs. Mary Bulle, and others
wounded s a resnlt of the
incident quick recovery

% ifre-

NEPA owes FG N8bn in taxes

Nattonal Electnicity
Power  Authority
{NEPA) owes the fed-

eral government NX billion in
unremitted tuves, This was
dinclosed by the chairman of
the Federal Inland Revenne
Service (FIRS), Mr. lfucko
Omoigui, in Abuja yesterday.

The chairman also re-
vealed that the FIRS is yet to
audit the tax books of
Halliburton because the
books were only made avail-
able to the FIRS recenily and
that the FIRS will heneeforth
et four per cont commission
firam pon-o1] revenue.

Speaking during the
opening ceremony for i pro-
liminury coune [or inspec-
tors of taxes in Abuja, the
chairman =aid that the FIRS
was in dialogue of reconcil-
ing figures with NEPA offi-
cials and “we have had sev-
cral meclings on ways in
which the momies would be
paid”, she said

Explaining further, she
waid, “We already have ap-
proval o0 how the backlog
would be treated and we e
currently pursuing that with

RN A

Augry fournalin wailing sut of POP natianal seceetarial after

By Amas A, Galadin,
Repurier. Business

bath the MD of NEPA, Mr.
Joseph Makoju, us well s the
minister of power snd sicel,
Senmor Liyel Imoke™,

“It in mn on-going pro-
cess,” she sald “We intend
o pursue every single tax
payer to a logical conclusion.
NEPA is pot the only one that
owes s, The Nigerian Ports
Authority is another one that
owes us quite a ot of e,
she ndded

Om the Halliburton scan,
the chairman explained thal
at a point, the wx books of
the company were pot given
1o the FIRS. As a result, the
FIRS imposed n debijudge-
ment assessment and that
took it to the body of appeal
COMIMISRIONCTS.

" whe ndded, ™1
understand that the books
have now been made avail-
able for us W audit. So we
Tope in this quarter we would
have audited the hooks and
be ahle 10 give Teedback-on
how the process has gone 1o
the body of appeal comnis-

the incident. Pin: Kemnedy Eghonindge.

stopers who will be meeting
in February, 2005."

The chairman further dis-
closed that following the in-
froduction of tax reforms by
the federal government, the
FIRS is expocted 1o receive
four per eent commission
from all revenues generated
from non-oil sources

She sald this was pan of
the tax relonm bill, which the
president had asked the Na-
tional Assembly 1o ensure
that it was passod wit
firsa quarmer of this year

The commission, accond-
ing o her, would among
other things, enible them "o
improve the reward structure
for stafl so as w0 dicoumge
members of staft from collid-
ing with companics to &
tax of commil s fraw

She added that the FIRS
intends 10 greatly improve
the security of its documents
“to make them mote secured
and less prone to fraud. This
we willensie whon next we
print our new docume
said she

Henry the NAN'S phoso-journalive being confran

Rewildered Daily Independeni ph TEF, E Cihenpn ARTmbine ugoer i avdenl in the hunds of
mahile policemen. |

3 A L a
Guardian photgraphie Mo Yosmi (widille) Jucing the wraih af armed mobile policemen,

e

B e



NEWS

Govermor thrahim Shekaraw of Kano State (md}‘i:vw right) laying the foundation stone of GGSS Argungu, he is being
assisted by Gavernor Adamu Aleiro and the Emir of Argungu, Alhaji Samaila Mukammed Mera (left).

Farmers doubt government’s

commitment to a

From Hassan Idris,
Agric Reporter

armers  yesterday
expressed
appreh n over

I with the federal

u:onrd priority o lgncu!mu

government because the Tda
and Oju Agriculture Deve-
lopment Projects offices in
Benue State almost collapsed
dm.: to negligence by the

this year. A survey cond
by Daily Trust indicated
mixed feclings ubout agri-
cultural development, saying
that it was not given proper
attention last year.

Thoy however expressed

Ogun registers
1, 562 pilgrims
for Hajj

From Kayode Ajibala,
Stringer, {;!bmim,l

that it will rcpmmnn ngri-
cultural p thro
better incentives and services
in 2005,

“If Nigerian government
gives agriculiure the maxi-
mum support in 2005, it will

_realise a bumper harvest™,

adding that farmers will pro-
duce enough food for the
citizenry as well as export the
surplus.

A farmer based in Abuja,
Mr. Michacl Ogaba, said that
tuon r‘urnl farmers hardly

d on g

he S ¥ 1o o the
I Ogun State |
Government (S8G), |

Alhaji Safaradeen Tunji
Ishola, has disclosed that one
thousand five hundred and
sixty-two people will perform
this year's pilgrimage from
the state. Alhaji Tunji Ishola
disclosed this while ficlding
| questions from newsmen ot
his residence in Abeokuta, the
Ogun State capital,

He denied rumours that the
intending pilgrims have not
travelled 1o Mecca due 10
fuilure of the Ogun State
government o release their
Basic Travelling Allowance
(BTA).

Alhaji Tunji Ishola said
those in the first batch have
collected BTA, adding that
the delay was due to
grounding of IRS Airline by
the aviation authorities.

The secretary to the Ogun
State government while,
appealing to the intending
pilgrims, disclosed that the
first batch will be airlified
Wednesday moming.

According 1o i
better o delay the airdift than
1o risk the lives of pilgrim in
a bad aircraft, “The safety of
the  pilgrims . is  more
important 1o us than the carly | |
i Mg he sasd.

According o him, it was not
possible” o rely on

Another farmer, Suleman
Nagwada , said that farmers
were forced to relax in their
efforts 1o produce enough
food because of gavernment s
negligence o agriculture over |
the years. He stressed the
need to support farmers
through’ uate budgetary
allocation to the agriculture
sector in MISwl.hnl they can
be hopeful, pointing out that
only N2.0billion was
budgeted Tast year and that
wits the least over the years,

Similarly, a farmer from
Rontom in Bebeji local

NDLEA impounds
consignment of
Indian hemp

carrying

trips,
i of Indian

lurge
hem

[he National Drug Law
Enk Agency
in Zaria, Kaduna

State, has impounded a
consignment of Indian hemp
weighing 2.1 tonnes from two
suspected drug couriers.

The Kaduna Zonal
Commander of the Agency,
Alhaji Abubakar Sadig,
paraded the suspects before
newsmen in Zaria. He said
they were separately
apprehended on the Abuja-
Kaduna road.

Sadiq said one of the
suspects, Sunday Maduka,
aged 29, was arrested with
770 kilograms of the
substance loaded in his 504
Peugeot car with registration

number: “FG 132 A0

Finance”
I'iclding, quul'lunn from
Feaarat

from Edo 1o Bornu State,
where he made N70,000 per |

trip.

He said the FGN number
plate, which was locally made,
had been assisting him in
beating security checkpoints,
adding that the original
number plate of his car was:
Homao AA 427 DKW,

The other suspect, Yusul®
Muhammed, who was paraded
along with his wvehicle
conductor, alleged that the
1,340 Kg of Indian hemp
concealed in his vehicle was
transferred to his truck from an |
accident vehicle near Lokoja

He denied ownership of the
cormmouity, suying that he was
paid 1o transport it 1o Kadina
witholt his knowl

| handle

griculture

government aren of Kano
State complained that when
govaernment brought fer-
tilisers in 2004 to their vill-
age, he only got less than five
kilogram sold at NS5,

' Anambra probes
2004 mayhem

he Anambra State
government has set up
i six member judicial
commission to probe the

November 10, 2004 large
scale looting and destruction

| of public property in the state.

Headed by Justice Kenneth
Keazor (rtd), the commi-
ssion’s other members incl-
ude Mrs. Oguguo Ikpeze, a
luwyer: Mr. Bob Moh, an
architect; Mr Exidinma Ife-
jika, a retired assistant inspec-
tor-general of police, and Mr
Don Onyenji, acting chair-
mun of the state’s branch of
the Nigeria Labour Congress,

Mr Anene Oncjeme, the
Permanent Secretary in the
state’s Minisiry of Informat-
fon, will serve as the seor-
ctary.

In a statement, Mr Alex
Chubkwurah, the Secretary to
the State Government (55G),
saidd the commission would
investigate the causes of the
meyhem. It would also
ascertain the nature and scale
of damage suffered by the
state government and any
individual or person during
the mmpage.

In addition, the SSG said
the panel would identify those

From Beatrice Onuchukwi,
Stringer. (Awka) |
responsible for the riots and
determine the roles played by
the culprits, including mem-
bers of the law enforcement
agencies.

*It would make recomm-
endations o forestall a repeat
of the mayhem,” Chukwurah
b, ncdding that the panel had
been given 45 days from its
first sitting to submit a final
report.

The commission will be
inougurated on o date 1o be
announced later,

Meanwhile, the Nigeria
Labour Congress, Anambra
State council, has cautioned
against move 1o forcefully
remove Governor Chris
Ngige from office. The NLC
noted that Guvernor Ngige's
administration made positive
impacts on workers m the
stale, saying moves by some
cliques to remove him from
office would be resisted.

WL said it was worried by
the current campaign by “a
small but highly connected
clique” 1o force the governor
out at office on account of
alleged " ‘wul’mm by Chiiel
Chris Ul

NLC cautions FG over _economl_c reforms ol

he federal and state
governments have
been  advised 1o
the ongoing

with

the Obasanjo

| o the

#0 that no section of the
society will suffer,” he
emphasised.

caution so that no section of
ociety suffers. The
Chairman of the Nigeria
Labour Congress, Kebbi

A ding to him, the
retrenchment of workers in
the implementation of the
economic reforms will no
doubt erase the successes

chapter, C de Nasir

Idris, gave the advice in
Birmin Kebbi while speaking
o newsmen on Monday.
ldris advised all levels of
ovemment to implement
the reforms gradually,
especially as they affected

He said any government
which attempted to retrench
workers under the ongoing

economic reforms would be |
inviting crisis in the country, |

“Let me advise both the
federal and state
governments to be very
careful in implementing the
current ecanomic refoms off

Ul have md:thmc sm‘cniur'

subsiance =

ed by the d
governments in the country,

“Well, it is sur hope that the
government  will  be

dc\'tlopml of the country
by coming up with good
policies and pmgnmndn
will boost our economy,” he

said.
ldns stressed the need for
the federal and  state
governments to be more
committed to the exploitation
of both their human and
natural resources in the quest
I’nc development as it was
ng done in other countries.

Nigeria, Canada to cooperate
on boundary matters

anada smd it is
seeking arcas of

(i

terday, said that his country
was facing similar

N:p:m wwurd mlns the

vy disp like
Nigeria.

Shed b

Y
lmlms.m{m'-dmnmha-
ssador 1o Nigeria, David
Angell, who paid a visit to the
National Boundary Commis-
sion (NBC) in Abuja yes-

i LA%
Joshua Dariye af Platean Seate (heft) with his Deputy
Chdef Michacl Botmang at a mevting with secandary sehool prin-
wipals wi Azi Nyako Yeuth Centre, Jos

He d
conflicts as “very complex, -
saying that they became even
more complicated wlu:n they
are maritime

Angell said that Iﬂn
country’s boundary commis-
sion would soon set a machi-

| mery to examine ways both

commissions could gain from

| | cach other.

In his response, the
Director General of the NBC,
Alhaji Dahiru Bobbo, said
that the NBC was looking
forward to exploiting the |
advaniages from a good
relationship with its Canadian
counterpart, He listod arcos of
possible cooperation o
include the development of
documents, scientific infor

mation, maps, and geo-
graphic information system.
Bobbo . urged  the

umbassador 1o help the NBC
. the s of yvisa pursuits
1o emable his men to travel 1o

" Canada for more training
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Sollloquy

ou can put this down

o my perpetually
suspicious nature il

\you like, but something
smells outrageously phony
about the sudden frenzy of
\good behaviour on the parts
of both our ruling party and
lits presidency these days.
And no  matter how
|unlnnu-ly 1 snifF around all
|this  nice aroma of
linexplicable willimgness 1o
clean house and hold a
“national conference” at long
(st I stil) get n strong whifl'
(of a rotten fat dead mt oozing
Ithrough the makeover rose
fragrance.
It is not very often that |
see cye-to-eye with Alhaji
Halarabe Musa, former PRP
governor of Kaduna Staie,
whi still holds the dublous
singular honour of being the
only governor in Nigerian
history to have been
successfully impeached out
of office. But i this particular
mutter, | am strongly inclined
to echo his rather hasty
identification of the panel
which OB recently set up to
work out the nmdullly l’of

WITH
B. Ahmec

e-Fa-Fe-Fo-F um: 1 smell a fat dead rat!

sccretariat whose main
function is o draw up the
rules of the dialogue; a kind
of coterie of desk-flyers, pen
pushers and file keepers
[never mind the intimidating
number of professors in their
ranks; @ sIoge i a stooge is
n stooge]. Before you realise
it they could confront us all
with such an infuriatingly
Jejune list of do's and don’ts
for the putative dialogue that
no self-respecting genuine
leader of an  ethnic
nationality in the country
would agree to talk under
such n suffocating set of no-
go-arcas and topics that
cannot be raised under the
gronnd rules with which they
confront us. All of which
would indeed render the
dialogue a sham and a non-

Wodnesday,

people specify under what
terms they will freely and
voluntarily choose whether
they want to belong together

in one country of not. What do | |

people foolishly think OB and | Stute; while
PDP are planning to do: [anath
abdicate and commit harakiri | ety

bath at once?

Now, you listen carcfully,
my fellow countrymen and
women. What the Makarfi

Pancl hus been mandated 1o do | Ea

it 1o sot up & structure under

which Obasanjo’s hand-picked | controly

men and women [including a
sprinkling of hotheads 1o add
controversy, excitement and a
semblance of crisis to the
proceedings] to go to Abuja
and enjoy federal largesse for
some months, while they
debate furiously on such
matters as they ure allowed to
discuss. Matters like reforms in
the political arena, aimed ot
ﬁcopﬂumg‘ Wldﬂﬂln“ nnd

oil was discovered in
Nigeria in commercinl
Quantities and tapped
uulludvntrmm
Quantitatively

growth, through the 8Os
and 90s  when sole
dependence on oil was
over-siretched till this
wmillenaninm e thit

sturter, cxactly as Balurnh
Musa so hastily called it
As a matter of cold el
already, it is erystal-clear that
what 011 and his PDP have
in mind is not in the least

(dilogue’ whn:h the Yoruba
media are already jumping
the gun by daubing it nearly
4 ‘sovereign national

conference’ even before
lom i

" the |

nnd
:rm:lplunl Rmd BOVETANCE
such as OBJ and the PDP are
already giving us in such
supersbundance anyhow!

related to & national Also the confab is expected
P whether |10 "rcvmw the 1999

jan or Consti " with & view to

By th boed ol g the military-

legerdemain, the man has

Jjust simply set up a panel of
clerks to draw wp the

o quile
inaugurating i, as a sham.
Even at a cursory glance,
the compasition of the panel
\does not inspire great
P it

fi K and ground rules
under which an even
cowmim: of ﬂmt-pifclscd

mrpusod document 1o become
the magical instrument which
will tem our polity and PDP
politics into a highly principled,
sharply  focused,

BB rpinised, elfectively maraged |

ument for

mllm-immd refarm the
1999 Constitution to make it

in y
' know of, except the smart-
Alecs who formed it in the
dark corridars of Aso Rock
Villa. Panel chairman Ahmed
| Makarfi, govermnor of Kaduna
|Suate certainly is not any
|Nigerian's concept of a
towering  paragon  of
intellectual or political
strength, beyond the plain
fact that he is one of
Obasanjo’s loyal supportens.

‘more palatable for Nigerians
10 swallow in a continuation
PDP's
in power,

Strip the guidelines
which he gave the Makarfi
Panel of all the solemn and
ponderous  verbinge of
official double
obfuscation, and what you
are left with is a bald
statement of the intent and
firm commitment of the
Ob A

of the self-

ele. efc, ete.i
: 3

and I ilities have
quanum; the tale of the
mthml: mrnurien I
unspea ‘bly tragic CIH
boam

Presfdent

exaulple,

n of office in 199
rkrough 2004, the fo
refineries have consumed
estimated N96 billion
repairs and what techni
is called Turn Aroun

‘Obasanjo’s

Maintenance (TAM).”

doamm for the nulm. Oll
prospect, exploration,
exploitation, refining,
pricing and distribution
Hocally or nationally remuin

For example, since
iden

y and

national ! Persomally,

1 see absolutely nothing in this ||

jungle of fancy words to
suggest  anything

enuble Nigerians to talk,

negotiate and create for ||

even (‘l‘
remotely related to the kind of | #me
national conference which will |

firives I!mlu

wmpmul 10 refining. the
Fluid Catalytic Crackers

our four
refineries are fn various
stages of disrepair,
 The FCC ja.a mhrpln

Economic and Finane

loxail 'mmmmm

with the long claws of the
Interpol: und Obasanjo's
seifdictted. Mevianid

1999 mw.«mw

ol rJnoJ syt
“well as Dual Purpose

i i limms(BPN' M'&‘ and in
Turn i

strikes by the s
BB

Other members o!'lllr.' panel
are similarly P
office  holders  and

beneficianies of the Obasanjo
Semi-Dictatorship, even
mcluding the concepiually
grizzled and formerly no-

nonsenye Comelius
Adeb the Mi of

NOT 10 consider, permit or
wolerate any fancy nationdl
conference ul which there will
be free-for-all fights by
ethiic jingoists, regional do-
gooders and self-sceking oil
ducing zonal ch i

i d (RNLC) J by the
rsrinti e o b i monmmumm |
whatkind of < hat did of 30 m n‘lw" ‘&‘"“:':“MM .mm‘..g i
all this talk of a national | fters 4’ "Wi “I' fig i S
:onl':r:m;c or dinlogue | elearly shows h : m ional Union nl'

A " Petroleum and Natural Cins
MCATET el e
and wishful thinking anyhow. 'I‘lle mmmﬂlﬂ'ﬁ! it n::“ o 'Oll.l'l'n“
But while my people g
1o indulge lhum:":\c; i this M“Im by Wﬂmmm lmlllﬂ"llen aabi aln
hypocritical and futile pastime, | What all these poriend i mnlgan( h:r;ctnr'?ul"';l;;

1 reserve the right to keep my

suspicions healthy and

Communications.
You could, nf ‘course,
fwave off all p ¥

o quu_\',lh: very basis of
Nigeria's present political

alive. And [ insist

that | still smell a big, fat dead

rut in this forthcoming national
fiat |

power f or lo/let

that oil prmpm und
and

utilieati
distribution « remaing 4
problem 1o the government
A it is 1o the cili.

Eup then, the l'onr

“Now, you listen carefully, my fellow countrymen | "
and women. What the Makarfi Panel has been
‘mandated to do is to set up a structure under which
Obasanjo’s hand-picked men and women

[including a sprinkling of hotheads to add |iim i g

controversy, excitement and a semblance of crisis
1o the . sceedings] to go to Abuja and enjoy federal
largesse for some months, while they debate
- Juriously on such matters as they are allowed to

discuss.”

wenttoEOBN. |

wllillﬂﬂlcll i ks "1;5.'"

after rot a whipping
Na3 billion IMY boeumm
on the Four omerate

congl
il firms for the purposes of
TAM.

A break down meveals
that an indigenous local
in 1995 the
contract for the TAM
project of Port-Harcoun

126 million nair,
Kaduna refinery gulped
N23 hilfion, as French firm,
TOTAL got the TAM
contract) while Wirri's Vi
hiflion TURN AROUND
MAINTENANCE fZAM)-

WA 4

ure now at

scraps as he ap) r\nll
nr;n‘:i for -auup'muz
anetion.
The new bosk of the
odl firm, Mr.
Funshe

] osition
nui'.um;n will enhance!
politica cnm city of Mr.

confidence;
in the psyche of the citizenry

and leaderships luim&e
public h‘&:um“““ Vil

Alrendy, [lmr
or l.u:k o!' uccountability
through pmlm)r in costi

hwmwﬁhmionw

mmwmnromu

the year that the

refineries would be Ml.y

functional by Aprl 2004, This

wais never to be; and so, the
* Intter fixed S k

Illn irikes)
ll:rw;h Ww.”ﬂl

| pump price increases by
govemment,

Agnin,  instead  of|
mlu building between
all iz

2004, This simply created
anxiely. frustration and
disrepair. Analysis the
qountry is looming for
collapse, energy -wise, if’
there is any drstic drop in
tmport dependence.

To the government, she
car not continie o bum or
luvish her foreign reserve
“overone presty national item
without additional petiycost

Sadly. the Nigeeien o lieconsumer » cllizcns, -

Hites e

in reality, what m-:i
despalr, hopelessness a
fear: Fear of today and the
uncertainties of tomormos,
For goodness sake, there
should be a break between|
Drifring and Shifting, for]
even a steady one-step!
B PROGRESS in li
Yar u; A a Pu ‘,
Affairy Commentator
Abuja. -

il
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| feahs&dfﬁad"ﬁe (o‘l' In

‘ Nigexian Polthr.s 5 olwosf

beyond (2pacs

| l-mnl’lu is heginming
o have a secound
shought on Ola's return

kingdom for a second
:hm:: The nllamalh of his
earber i cusing o

et

les! When fiose

>F/re-feq,w8i‘|‘zs SuSEunsJ
M‘Ilﬂ-M| y'ﬂuln{

Pddn:d. Par'hES e press,

owil Seciely,

and e |

Pecfor mi

{/\ul‘l'ai'. vigats d?(oup
S|

fwe ave n

Majoyv
do wit~ e
of velers

h'h

| See,

| ke One of Me |

'dwés mrec%‘}’
qﬁ

as wany egq heads as
?asstl:k e alqay
What next?

o has
mk
WwWho

cradi

hot

bat we have

KU KAN KURCIYA
King Oki's resurrection: The chickening of a wi

gj. :m‘)w ﬂuh kings whme wnrds were pulnu;ni neophyte like lhc Nlmwllh"lllll[ﬂ:hﬂ-ﬂfﬂlll
h T Ilife bt his ¢ the of the g
L earth, Not il d, nplms: Oki's ;
list had b things were even Illu{c
Mcr:h;md“ LI':‘: h';":gn‘ Ao seuntily dressed young dubious dupliciy? - difficult. He wis
sslend 't fook e I the girls their fieet on the Anyway, if Dangalibi  contemplating begging for
1 : i believedd Ui meant well for a Tond"s cure when the

1 Jot ol o thie el Hee s
wrwed 0 much evil during
tenure, disaflection; divide
und ruke, sorcery and shoer
| incompetence that even the
| pood lond had to give itto Oki
for his uncanny ability 1o
misuse the freewill that every
| humasn was bom with. The
| #ood lord was particularly
| enbuppy at the way Oki used
1o ke his name n vain! It
wasn’t past Oki to claim
| everyihing he did in the name

of God while he worshipped

the devil of Akija in the
Lnocturnal privacy of his

misrule. He would genuinel

Oki's rulie. He has been asked
to Bk st Al the chouabile spesiks,
bt 6 soul commitied was
usually hﬂnded by its own

Iulmm floor of the banguet
handl o thse villa in response o
invited musical band 1o
celebrate another pyrehic
electonl victory, The bulboos
ashulu with which he wis

A yoke
nrdeccpd.h»n s been placed
under his chin and therefore
how could he see? The
jourmalist’s desire 1o belong,
and the thought that people
Tike Ok could make it
for one to succeed in such
endeavors, was oo much a
Blinding toric for Dangalibi w
se the stark danger i those
presumptions,

For a briel moment, his

iedly buried had been
eaten by worms and other
visitors of the grave. His more
than large gut has shriveled
and his turbulent sex, which on
maore than one occasion had
';nl.:hul him against midam in
the palace, now has almost but

hereafter would more

often than net forget him and

leave him with the regular

vmmr- of a grave. Large,
and

forget that the lord who made
Initm was infallible and could
see whal was in the heart of
hiscreatute by kneeling down,
[ holy book in hand, and
eamestly praying for sucoess.
in & venture known from the
| beginning 10 be dubious.

e would go on the pulpit
and declare that he could
defend before God amd man
| whatever actions he took,

| whatever commissions or
| amissions he made and his

honeat desire for his country's
greamess. But nll would be a
sharm and a lie. Oki wais un
accomplished fraud, The
hereafler once more played
bk Oki’s earlier lifieand was
oty mrouascdd it Ckt's altenpt
to hoodwink even the
ommiscient. He was dubious
through and through was
] definitely not in doubt

Whatever he did had an
ulterior motive, That the
hereafier huid always known
Jokers were dewwn to him for
whid lsethe worldly wﬁclh\
ot Like Die. Faustiss. they sold
their soals to Ok1 for a few
maoments of & job or contract
and by the time he finished
with them their tegrel was
(forever_

naked with Oki's
incompetence and
mismanagement  of the
il itomized B

hingry worms,
Tizards, snakes that could not
dig their own holes and the

B 7 Y
Dangalibi’s hospital
experience, was in that
fashing moment an cye

smoky hlllm\rs
r

oo

wredched kingdom, that would
bee his ewn funerail, thought the
King. Let the boy quickly come
and give his salvation
¢ idence und go back to his
dreary d.w.mu s that Oki
could bounce back. There are
few mofe new scores o seitle
ance he got back. Things like
that chairman who disgmoed
him in public, Ok held his
Breath and thought, “Whoever
double crossed Oki didn’t
know him, ha! ha! ha!™ he
guffawed. Even in the semi
hellish condition of the grave
Okt could laugh if he saw &
chance 10 undo others.

lngel bearing
Dangalit nsked the journalist
to tighten his grip o they had
passed supersonic Tdrrm

mx‘upm'uaa likely to end up
there afier judgment were

opener; plive yoxo
of desire forced the head up
and the journalist could no
longer see! He is on his glactic
wiry 1o the hereafter now, albeit
wwith rmived foelings. What was
he going to tell the Creator, a
Iie? No niever. He isa bom
Pentecostal Christian isn't

He and Oki, when the Iulm
wais ifive, both befonged to the
sacred order of the Pentecont,
though Oki’s belonging was
only self-serving. } \lu mailter, a

constnt it of the
king. Most nights, as if the
grave has daylight, Oki would
erouch at the far comer lr)'inb,
1o avoid his comparions. The
bites, showing even on his
dark leathery skin, and the
terror on his mahogany
chiscled out face showed he
had not been successful in
that regards,

He had been told i the
hereafter was awamng rmly
few more ¢

halance between Cod and
oughi to be struck. He smiled
at this. A balance & a nice word
w camoullage one's real
motives, Everything needs
balance, Every thesis has
untithesis god lucking closely
16 n synthesis, Ingenious!
What a balance the journalise
thought

Meanwlile Ok has los
coint how meiy moons he
hud spent in the tiny abede.
e Lt hi

evidences and a I‘a\umbIL
juchzment might be entered in
his favor, One of thoxe
witnesses was the joumalist,
Daamgulibi. Not knowing what
Dangalibi went  through
during his illness, Oki had put
all his salvation eggs i the
Journalist’s baskel. The boy
would be his savior he
thought. He smiled at the
gullitlity of moss people when

il

i with a supenior

aally for

place. esp

1 jom. 1 not, how eould 2

Clalactic travel though nonmal
with angels could be uncanny
andd dcﬁmleiy frightening to
hurmans. *“We are closing in on
the sixth heavenly realm and
the sight of untrimmed angels
in their et ul‘lulgnﬁ-in; the

usal angel emerped from the
floor of the abode. He looked
at the miserable figure of Ol
crouching hack in fear snd
shout for him to sit up. The
angel told him that the
Jourmalist was a1 the seventh
reshm then and would be in
time for hearing fixed that
afternoon, “This would
perhaps be your last chance
of getting a reprieve and going
back (0 carth.” Said the angel

threateningly, even as he
s in to the vowels

pul in orbit by the omni-
control (o awail clearance
before docking. As they
othited  the  heavens,
Dangalibi wondered at
scenery. The  angel
deliberately passed by a
station where all those who

o human eyes no maticr how
repentani they had been in
their curthly life. | sdvise you
1o hold tight and do not look™
concluded the angel as he
swishes with a lightening
specd thiough space with his
human cargo,

Oki winced as be turncd
from one mow side 1o another.
A couple of ribs had been
broken when he tried his
famous aitjer on the angels the
day he wias brought from the
world of the living, A breath
fronm ome angel fhung Olki scross
the court room where be broke
two  ribs, sustained the
disloeation of a femur and
generally got bruised, Since
then he could not lay for too
lemgg on one side in the grave.

1ESS

galactic travel which Dangalibi |
readily agrood to. He was given
4 telescope not very much
unlike the ane placed on high ‘
buildings in some great cities
in the world to give the visitor
a panoramic view of the cities.
e wins told tht his would bea
few seconds slide show of the
future under the continuous
rule of Oki. The angel hoped it
would the resolve
afthe ist o sy the tuth
ance he was in the witness box
of the hereafter.
The first video clip was that
of the chiimman of the King's
being in chams
on the dirty streets of the
kingdom and Oki on a hzl;
pedestal chuckling at ¢
dhistress of the chainman.

the journalist could comment
the picture had shified o a
burning inferno of a city
Dangalibi  thought  he
recognized. “Wasn't it the
platesss”™ He queriod his mind.
e saw the blur of a hand which
looked like that of the king
stoking the embers of the
inforno. The next slide was that
of a shrine with hman bones
-ﬂukulhhh‘igem
The pﬂl::! wis pointing a
wizened finger at two figures;
ane: with a goates and the other
figure in the background
Jooking fike tht h‘.m

That agan confised him the
e, Hiz is yet to make up his
mind whether 10 support the
dooimed king or

he experienced and heard
abont the king.

The angel docked on &
sub-station and asked the
jourmalist if he would like 1o
have a pocp at the future as it
concemad the subject of his

the king's
deliberate m:;llsem and
selfishness were the cause of
all those demised souls whose
bones litter the floor of the
Eastern hrine.
Anther slide was 1o come
in 10 vicw when the angel told
the journalist that they had
heen cleared 1o commence
descent in to the horesfler and
s such they had 1o go.

Reactions to articles publis
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2007 The Middle Belt factor

uring the first republic,
Mquc Belt Forum

elements in old E::u:m
Gongola and  Kaduna

Were cager (o
mm ranks by not allying with
the conservative Ngghern
nghs “ongress (NPC) led
by Sir Ahmadu Bello, the
Sardauna of Sokoto, A
political party, the Middle Belt
Congress was even formed at

the time.

After the first republic, the
Middle Belt movement went
into limbo until the second
republic when it was dusted up
fior socio-political reasons,

With the demise of the
second republic in 1983, the
Middle Belt movement again
lowst its rest and valve. Another

Iy N ullw Dlhnlul

dc:lded to meet under the
canopy of the unstable but
pervasave Middle Belt Forum.
Al the end of the Forum’s.
consultative meeting held in
the Plateau State capital, a
resolution was adopted.
Predictably, the most topical
national issues discussed at
the meeting. were the 2007
presidentiol contest and the
orgy ol’ elhm) religious
the

the two leading presidential
aspirants from the north, Vice
President Atiku Abubakar and
former military president,
Thrahim Badamosi Babangida
were quite visible at the
meeting. The other notable
aspirant from the ares,

ier-Creneral Buba Marwa

{ )nlhenduiinmrro«

Middle Belt w varying
definitions. Some perocive it as
a vague concept whose
definition vanies from time to
time and from plice to place

depending on urp\cu

were unmistakable that it was
their tm 10 produce the next
golgs_;dcml for the country in

. The implication of this is
that the group
the

p would support
_ aspiration nf lﬂ)‘

For instance,

seeking nhu“]ﬂl:

l:llt

None of the
could afford to trifle with the
meeting despite the fact that
none of them was known 1o

region. 2
The Belt's meeting
coincided with the
confirmuation “by the chairman
of Board of Trustees (BOT) of

the Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP), Chiel Tony Anenih, of
" \ . -

to all the minority ethnic
groups in the old northern

Forum in the past.

But pow they have seen in
it a possible avenue for some
political ﬂl\’lllluf Suddenly

oﬁ!e Mllil‘"cnt‘l!ll An Iliﬁ

s g
conceding the presidentinl
Skt Blng pettyfn e

mmw?wmnmhaﬂn
(north under the present

itical ion,
pdmme idential

2007 p
northem part of the country.
The National chairman of
the Middle Belt Forum, Chicl’
Isaac | Shuhu a 5mndr

narrated how his
mother was a Middle Belt
Cibagyi worman from Wushishi
willage in Niger state while his
fither, sid 1o be a migmnt from
a far away town, allegedly
ssed on when the former
wns still a toddler,

clections shw nearer, it has
been deemed auspicious by
some politicians in the arca to
revive and joggle the
multis| movement for
mainky ical reasons.
Thus the Middle Belt
and 27th

“National Lud:rlhlp
| Retreat™ ﬂ:p:mmuneof
the me:tm;

“Ri Midtlll
Beﬁnmm I%r Regional
Development.™

The retreat anmu-dr
Tepresentatives 14 out o
the 19 northem states, Plateau,
Benue, Nasarawa, Adamawa,
Taraba, Kogi, Kwarn, Niger,
Bomo, Yobe, Kebbi, Kaduna,
Bauchi and FCT were in

five northern

states exchuded were Sokoto,
Zamfara, Kano, Katsina and

But rather than summon a
meeting of the political leaders
of & particular zonc, they

The

Communications, firmly
asserted that the Belt would do

its best to ensure that the
person  who  succeeds
President Olusegun Obasanjo
s the president of Nigena n
Wuamn!dlebeils

Ihemdufll:rwdingu"

averred, Ihll having
tlmmushly reviewed the
political  support  and
:onlnl:udnnl which _the
Mkuh iy

ilarly, Vice President
Atiku Abubalcar was said to be
3 of mixed parcnta,
m;:ml Fulani and Hf"
other an indigenous Middle
Belter from Ganye, in
Adamawa. Both Atiku and
IBB, in their separate
lons, were 1o be
approaching the issues with
tact to luold injuring the
ilitics of the core norh
1o which they are also linked

With the foregoing
the arse

mlnls the emergence is a middle belter? What
of past and present rulers, the area constitutes
w%ﬂh&cuhu\:ﬂw iddle Belxﬁe ion of
igeria's stability and unity  Nigeria? s the M Belt
decided blish a Tactical with the North
Comumittee that will work forthe — Central zone or not? Does
emergence m the 200? Muﬂh Beli really exist in the
ctions of a oris it a mere
d::lagch igenian president who utepnlu contraption for
wil

‘competent patriot and
a truly commitied Middle

Fulcrsﬁ'nmﬁum%

pursuing selfish political
v

'I."rnlr. different persons
\lmll,ll nundll‘!?u'eulnles

ones, Hausa, and Fulani.
Not a few ve it as o
term contrived by those who

any of the areas nkmﬁnd a5

As 2007 drwws nearer and
with the ruling PDP having
mpur:cdly conceded the

topmost position 1 the north,
itis hlnd:ﬂu mare

For now, it will be

M el
However, a fwist
immincnt cn_gcqnips' the

imp for any serious
write off

]:mhldurim
the palitics of Middle Belt as
|n¢onl:quenl|ll

who isa Middle Belter and who
is not. That kind of confusion
will manifest more when the
proponents come to the
realization that some of the
cmulnlm favoured to clinch

belt may seem.

But beyon® this, the
Middle Belt due to its ill-
defined character and shape is
bound to be an open and |

lleable ground where the |

are bent on d the
heritage of a monolithic north.
Yet many consider the dawn
of the Middle Belt as an
cmnnupntlni‘ and furlmm;
occurrence for their
politically, economically II'I!
socially,

In many ways, the
definition of Middle Belt is at

lency my not fit into
llmrmh:mnl definition of'a
Middle Belter. This kind of
confusing scenario is possible
in virtually all the states

r:ruallnl Jos meeting
ol the Fi
Be that as it may, the

likelibood is tht whether for
il govod, the Midde Beltwill

vanance with the continue o be a verituble
mapping of the » (mu'll pulllu.'ul instrument m |hc
o0e Nigerian h 1o 2007 p

politics. But it s contest. The lud:ﬁ
inc ible that the North ders from the region

Central rc&tncnu the
heartland of the Middle

outside will continue 1o appeal

Belt * to the familiar sentiment by

Most proponcnts of the

re;ulnrlzlthrnwms up the
tical reasons.
For now the leading

m'&liﬂh%m

i and
factors. Thus
Borno, Bauchi, Gombe,
i, Yobe,
Taraba, Agnn\n and the
whole of Plateau, Benue,
Nasarawa, FCT, Kogi and

north under the PDE are from
the so-called Middle Belt
region. are Vice President
Anku { ),
former military President,
Gieneral Ibrahim i

wtllﬁ}l;lm!d uba Marwa

battle for the 2007 presidency |
will be very fiercely foughtand
won. In other wards,
a political recrudescence of |
some sorts is underway in the

Middle Belt as 2007
approaches.
The Middle Belt

proponents have their paints
in  demanding that the |
presidency shifts from the |
south to the north and their
wren isely, They mhemi'

ﬂ:l-w contributed so |
mucll 1o the unity and stability |
of the Nigerian nation.

The Jos retreat posited
that “the  expensive
investments which the Middle
Belt region has made 1o

military and political

subuily 0N a;m are not

eunpamd the federal
uﬂ.?d?um

groups.
Just like the people of
Niger Delta in the South,

meﬂ;ﬁ- ol\ﬂmnpﬁd (.M:.lmk Sl though minorities, they
e the der th b

Whichever way one E:"denllll ambition of the  suabilizi l’nm-nh;lw

i mlwk I: lbemmm thl':‘e Pmidenl. pality, Middle Beliers,

50 be it argue, Ihemmt1

the issue of d state G m e the radica

once maore, ul'llu: Amhﬁdhhl Sharin-based core north and

¢ Belt phenomenon in mcll‘herdwwuniaudmlﬂl.

our politics as we jouney
wmzm?

recent retreat in
Jn.ludmofdwmddle&-u

lny!hl mp
I:)- tlm: the number of

!bd 3, Flar i'. .P(.IM

hmhwuﬁhym

m;nam

medla and census 2005

By Onukwughs K, Ml

mouipmhumdauthu
g census. More

Nigerians and  Nigeria-
from the

mlm alike, Apart

u;l;l:li.ﬂ rule, iw:m

consus, mamely I%Zu"l%]
l'l"ﬂlli 1991, ll:lwhdﬂu!

Iamt‘nﬂhn
think .nnd ol‘

mumhuﬂhk
mwhleh

facilities ard other ldmm
lmoun:n towards l

m&nﬂhmﬂu
wide- n!lsl!ln means ul'

pop'nllliun census as @
I for ional

‘can lnllm g

mhno:nmllnderq

b

the exervise Tl.l any nl.lm'

icy or pro
z'mllinrnf Iu:hm
and the

nmmuu mm‘lmed
10 the crises of instability of  conduct

peuplc l.n pani:lpnle in the
of public affairs [such

4 elections and census|

gt o [

of

thulawmm'[w m

the media in the oncoming

census will help checkmate

political interference in the

exercise, in onder 1o make it a

census for the people of
ia. With th

pac
comprehensive pnh!lc

mmﬁ"’""‘”

i for
pertinent bﬂm

Nigeria was over h:duﬂu
ngo, with adverse

for the nation
and its The successful
conduct 2005 under
another democratic

government, will mark &

fia in the
d of ad y, the

misinformation and ﬂuep-
seated pnsjmdlm. lmns
others,

and

B:in; the  vital
ion link to the

e g e
phmmn without

tendant itfall i ﬂt:
itlalls
;ldadwnndp

klm:n
ammm a
- stkeholder and should mvest

people, especially at the
Tl R

rian p:\#le must be
mobilised effectively to
participate in this important
project.

To h its

mstil in its
security agents, the fict m
this is not a government affair,
Mawuunfdnpmpkn(
should be encouraged to

s

buti towards a
the media

mim-'mmurp
n indep

with the

Government and Ni
in general should .m
ised 1o rise above

hial unmuntl nf

The successful and

Federal Mlnill'?
lnfnmmnn and National

well mkur
ﬂlll

as uivu

thceuul

TIH

Iwwﬁw

international

in our
march to progress, This
exercise is o Nélllﬂlll




Leader of Palestinian Liberation Organisation (PLO) amd
in the election,

I e Jawmiary ¥ p
Vahmoud Abbas popularly knawn as Abu Mazen.

Before him

s a Palestinian child wearing a traditional dress.

n Sunday January 9,

2005, Palestinians will

o 1o the palls o clect
a new president who will fill
the etnpty vacuum left by the
|ate Palestinian President,
Yasser Arafat, who died on
November 11, 2004 in Paris,
France.

The eclection is the
second of its kind in the
entire  history of the
Palestinian people since the
one of 1996,

The usefulness and
significance of the election,
analysts say cannot be over
emphasised given the
political state of the
Palestinian people and their
struggle. 1t is a day of
clecting, probably “another
Arafut” that will be saddlied
with the affairs of the
Palesti A struggle.
According to the Palestinian
law, 8 successor must be
elected within 60 days of the
deceased of a leader.

Midway into Arafat’s
illness and his consequent
transfer 1o a Pans hospital,
outpour of comments on
possible successor was rife.
Now few days into the
election, the gladiators are
warming up, dusting and
pulting their political
machineries into Lop gears as
they prepare 1o own up the
presidential seat of the yet-
to-be independent Pales-
tinian State. Like late Arafat

Khaled, Abdel Karim Shbicr,
Hasxsan Khreishet, Abdel

By Jibrin Ahuh‘-‘lﬁlr.
Senior Reparter {Foreign)

Marwan B

who

i iv e of e
serm in Isravl

Abu Mazen, the independent
candidate Barghuthi an-

L

withdrew from the race. He is curren

y serving  five life jail

protest against the Oslo
Accords negotiated bet-

Halim al-Ashqar and Alsaid  nounced his candidacy forthe  ween the PLOand Israel.
Barnkah. Palestinian authority presi- Other  independent
Fallowing the withdrawal  dency on N ber 27, 2004 Sidates for the big post
of some didates, the promising total and compl arc: Abd al-kasim Shabiar,
Central Elections Com- reform, a fight against any Abid-al-Halim a-Ashqar and
mission announced on form of corruption and  Alsayd Barakah.
December 15, 2004 —the last  mismanagement, and the Above all, pundits posit
day to submit withdrawal consolidation of the rule of  that  Palestinians are
from the race, those seven  law. Although he says he  nurturing a political system
il ined in the rey “Gilem Majority”of  devold of class struggle,
for the the Palestini but  victimi vendetia

competition
presidency. Four candidates
are running as independents
and three are backed by
Palestinian political parties.
The seven candidates 1o
wrestle in the presidential ring
are:  Mahmud Abbas, also
known by his nom de guerre,
Abu Mazen, is of the Fatah
movement. He is said obea
proven leader who
understands what it takes to
build a government and 1o
line up various Palestinian
factions through diplomacy.
A long time Palestinian
uuthority stalwart, Abbas,
who is also chairman of the
Palestinian  Liberation
Organisation (PLO) is the
man tipped to revive the
peace  process and is
fuvoured by Washington as
a potential peacemaker with
Israel. Counted among the
Jerate Palestinian, Abbas

recent survey placed him far
behind Abu Mazen.

Equally bidding for the top
joh is the candidate of the
Palestinian peoples’ party, Me
Basson al-fathi. He will be
running for the elections as
the leader of his political party,
a small PLO faction with
alleged rools,

A polities of a nation
without state. Mahmoud
Abbas, ulso known by his
nom de guerre, Abu Muzen
almost assuming the
us of consensus can-
didate to succeed Arafat.
He is tipped to be the
preferred candidate by
Washi and Tel Aviv.

Apart from Marwan Bargauthi
who Is being jatled for five life
sentences in lsrael; Bassan is
the second presidential
contender 1o have been
detained by the lsraeli
security forces since the start
of the campaign. He belongs
1o a social but respected class
of Palestinian resistance
against Isracli occupation.

In the same vein, the fourth
presidential candidate is
Taysir  Khalid of the
Democratic Front for the

became the first Palestinian
Prime Minister in 2003, but
resigned five months later,
He is the overwhelming

once said: “No doubt sooner  firvourite 1o win the election.
of later we will have our The first independent
dependent Palestini ickate wh likely pull

ﬁ;e candidates earlier
registered for the top job arc:
'Mdu:md Abbas, Marwan

some sort of trigger is
Mustafn Barghuthi, a human
rights activist and seoretary
of ‘M r ini i 1

Liberati [ Palestine. Khalid
joined the Marxist-Lenimst
group of the Democratic Front
for the Liberation of Palestine
in 19689 after splitting from the

front for the Liberution
of Palestine. The party's goals
are revolutionary change in
the Arab world and solidarity
with all national liberation
movements that oppose

sem, Bassan Salhi, Tayssit

Dr. Barghuthi is
20 o il | e

perialism and reason. He
was clected to the PLO

candidate, Second only 10

1

but quit two yiars later to

Despite skepticism, the
forthcoming is believed to
be very central 1o the
survival and future of the
Palestinian people. 1t is a
believe that is being nursed
by key players in the
international community.

Prominent along this
line is the Egyptian

President, Hosni Mubarag
who called for umity among,
the Palestinians and urged
them to set their differences
aside. Like many others,
President Mubaraq also
predicted that Abu Mazen
will win the presidential
election sched
January 9, 2005,
Fatah has nominated Abo
Mazen and | think he will
win,” he said.

In o different twist, the
Palestinian sctivists group,
HAMAS is threatening to
baycott the election. Already
it has announced that it will
not put forward a candidate,
just as it urged its supporiers
to bayeott the election.

HAMAS said it had
pushed for a general election,
voting for presidential,

icipal an

Mustap, wd;amqrmmﬂmmmn
miay likely pull on {mpertant trigger in the election.

of the cligible voters hu\rcl
registered 10 vole,

Similarly, as the clection
approaches, tseel hos urged |
the esing of restrictions in
the run-up to the clnc(i:m.l
ordering its army to pull out
of the Palestinion citics. The |
announcement came a8
presidential (rontrunner
Mohmoud Abbik again
urged an end to Palestinian |
violence, saying Palestinians |

could only achieve the |

independence  through i
peaceful means. |
Hence, there are

indications that the clection |
will nat go in the Ukrainian
way. A landalide victory is
#lmost assured for Abu
Mazen given the seemingly
Wahsi and Tel Aviv

candidates. It is also
rejecting the elections
because of ils opposition to
the creation of the Palestinian
Authority in the Oslo Peace
accond.

According 1o the election
commitice, so far 71 per cent

conscensus.  However,
whether Mazen will sell out |
1o international commumnity
against the will of his people I
remain 1o be seen. Already |
sceptics say he is wearing 4
moderate and an nn:i-l
intifacdah posture.

Hence. there are indications that the election will
not go in the Ukrainian way. A landslide vicrory!
is almost assured for Abu Mazen given the
seemingly Wahsington and Tel Aviv conscensus. |

However, whether Mazen will sell

out to

international community against the will of hisli
people remain to be seen. Already sceptics say he|

is wearing a moderate and an anti-intifadah

posture.

|
1
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‘Sudan to sign final peace |

pact Sunday

frican leaders and
representatives from
the rest of the world
will gather in Kenya on
5|m:|.lytnmlnmllltllgnin;

aily Fraxr

diplomatic efforts of the
Intergovernmental Authority
on Development, led by s

B in strife-t
Somalia.

The southern Sudan peace
process, sponsored by the

e

Chiel Medi Gen Lazarus
Sumbeiywo, which were
instrumental in bringing about
# final agreement™. Annan

of a peace
agreement betwgen the
Sudanese government and the
Sudun People’s Liberation
Movement  (SPLM/A),
Kenya's regional cooperation
minister said on Tuesday,
The pact is expected to end
maore than two decades of
civil war that has killed
hundreds thousands  of

B Y
on Development (IGAD), »
regional grouping of six
states, began in 1994,
Several previous sttempts by
ather mediators (o end the
conflict had fuiled
Khartoum and the SPLM/
A had pledged, in a
memorundum initialled al an
extraordinary session of the
LN Security Council on 18-

also thanked the Kenya
government for its “sustained
support for the negoliations
and other governments for
their substantial assistance”.

The war in the south |

erupted in 1983 when the
SPLM/A took up arms against
the government, based in the
north, to demand greater
autonomy and access o
resources. The conflict

people, displaced many |9 Na\cmbcrm Mumhl.lo dl\plntud hundreds of
others  and  prevented eyl peace of people within
develor in th 1 b,u 31D b Suddan and forced many others
Sudan, 2004 1o become refugees in

“This Sunday, we have a
very big celebration [in
Nairobi] - the signing of the
comprehensive  |peace]
agreement  before  the

The two parties signed six
privocols last May on key
Isspes relating to the peace
process, including power-
dwnmmlgemcnlamlﬂw

"

Kenya's minister for East
Africa and regional
cooperation, John arap
Koech, wld reporters in the
capital. “The number of
dignitaries that is going fo be
in Nairobi will be many.™

The signing in Naivasha,
Kenya on Friday of a
permanent ceasefire between
the government and the
SPLMU/A, and an agreement
on how the various peace
pnbluru]sw}'nr signed would

be implemented, paved the

ation of three
contesied arcas during o six-
year interim period that will
precede a referendum 1o
determine whether the south
will remain pan of Sudan.
Those protocols will form
part of the comprehensive
peace agreement.

UN Secretary-General
Kofi Annan welcomed the
signing of the permanent
;cuucl‘rc nr.xemmnl ut II:c

neighbouring countries

Algeria arrests‘radical’
Islamic leader

he leader of an
Islamic *rebel” group in
Algerin  has  been

arrested and his deputy has
been killed, the Interior
Ministry has said.

Security services detained
Nourmredine Boudiafi, bead of
the Armed Islamic Group
(GIA), in the castem Algiens
suburh of Bab Ezzouvar in

the  deal :m |h|:

way lor the of the
final deal,
“We are going to replace

;n)uu; he looked forward 10
the final settlement.

wir with peace and hence  Inustatement issued by his
I i Annan
development in the region,” commended “the dedication
said Koech, adding thatintra-  of the Sudanese delegates,
regional trade in esstern who 1o bring the |
Africa was bound to increase  talks to a  successful
| with the ion of peace lusion by the agreed
| in southern Sudan and the timeline”,

| expected installation of a

He hailed the “relentless

His deputy, Chaabane
| Younes, was killed in Chief,
| 210km (160 miles) west of
Algiers, the ministry added,

The GIA has already been

weakened by internal rival-
rics, the statement said.

The mini try statement did
| not give precise details of Mr
Boudiafi's arrest or of the
killing of Mr Younes,

But it said his arrest
followed the I:LIIing of Mr
Boudiafi's Rac-

It has been behind the
majority of attacks and assas-
intellec-

The three politicians were
arrested s I|H.')‘ entered the
i | palace,

usls, journalists and foreig-
ners.

The group was also respon-
wible for the bloody hijacking
of an Air France airbus in
December 1994 i Algiers
airport, and a series of civilian
massacres in several pars of
the country during the 19905,

But its power started o
wane at the end of the 1990s
following the death of leader
Djamel Zitouni by Islamic
rivals in an ambush, says our
comes ]

The baule for the
leadership led to internal
divisions and rivalries that
sparked the establishment of
other armed

The Salafist group, GSPC
- considered today to be the
most i d Islamic

‘Ugandan govt seeks
peace talks abroad

gandan President
Yoweri Museveni
has  said  the

govenment will only talk 1o
| rebels outside the country.

I Mr Museveni wld media-
tors and local leaders in nor-
| thern Uganda that a ceasefire
would not be extended.

Mediators said the Lord's
Resistance Army (LRA) wan-
ted more time to study a pro-
posed memorandum of un-
derstanding.

Bait the government accu-
ud the LRA of refecting a

slaves, and of and

hid Ouakali, alias Abu Tou-
rab, in July by his own men
50 that Mr Boudiafi could take
aver.

The GIA was the most
radical of Algeria's armed

buming its civilian victims.

Ugandan Interior Minister
Rubakana Rugunda says he
remaing oplimistic a peace
deal can be reached with the
LRA, despite the resumption
of hostilities.

He had earlier described |

how rebel and government
negotiators had embraced
during the first direct mlks
between the two sides for a
decade.
The two sides are still
d d 1o be in contact |

the wary for
peace talks. The ammy then
sccused the LRA of staging an
ambush.

Some 1.5 million Ugandans
have been displaced during

| 18 years of fighting.

The LRA, led by Joseph
Kony, stands accused of
abducting more than 20,000
children, making the boys
fight and the girls work as sex.

with each other,

Bui the 8BC
correspondent said the
president's call for the rebels

1o surrender is unlikely to |

succesed with neither side
ing 1o admit defeat.
The United Nations,

Britain, Netherlands and
Norway  have  been
sponsoring the talks

Islamic says the
BBC's Mohamed Arezki

Himeur in Algiers.

movement - was borm in 1998
out of the wrangling of the
GIA. Gun-toting Malawian

Three senior members of
Malawi’s ruling party have
been arrested for carrying
guns to a meeting with the
president.

" The talks were bout a
growing rifi between Presi-
dent Bingis wa Mutha-rika
and United Democratic Front
leaders over an anticorrup-
tion drive,

Deputy transport minister
Roy Cumsuy, Harry Thomson

Bus crash
claims 25
in Burundi

1least 25 pcu-‘;!{:
An\-vrloaded mlh,
rogd |

passengers oni
in Burundi.

Most of those on board
wene said to be students retur-
ning 1o the capital Bujum- |
bura after the Christmas |
[

Officials said the bus had |
more people on board than it |
had spaces [foi wis |
speeding along i) Some
18 km (11 miles) north of the
capital,

At least six eychists were |
reportedly also killed on the |
spot when the minibus over- ‘
turned.

Provincial governor |
Nuwembrira said the driver |
lost control of the vehicloas
it was going down a slippery
hillside road.

“The vehicle, which had
the capacity 1o carry only 18 |

le, was tmnsport
pP:LTnlgm mc]udmgn*nr |
people who were crammed |
behund the driver’s seat and
made it difficult for him 10
have full control of the car,”
he was quoted by the Asso-
cinted Press s saying.

Eighteen people died on
the spot and another died later |
in the hospital, said officials. |

New national army for
Burundians, the inegrating
and disarming of armed men
will take four years

Burundi's largest armed

and MP Alfred Mwechumu | groups have formed a single

have been charged with | national army after more than |

bresch of the peace and relea- | 8 decade of war.

sed on bail, All but one of the Hutu re- |
One of the politi suid | bel groups and the Tuisi do- |

he always carmed a gun for his minated g we

perm‘n}l.‘murhy. brought together.

The BRC correspondent |

said that President Mutha-

rika's relationship with the |

ruling party has been deferio-
rating since his clection last
May,

Sﬂml top UDF leaders
have been amested in connec-

ded by former president
Bakili Muhu, was intended
to end the rifl but was aban-
doned after the weapons were
dm\snd.

are not ready o end
their exile in Kenya
mm it s not safe o retum

Snnwlllud.w"udllty

Kmlyn has hosted a two-
year peace process that led 1o
the forming of a Somali
cabinet last year.
In a New Year message,
Kenyn's leader said Somali
| politicians  should stop

worrying about wrangles and
| instability and return to
rebuild their country,

But Somali Deputy Speaker
Prof’ Dalha Omar said they
were §till struggling to win
over some warlords in the

country.
“The difficult thing that we
are afraid in to face is the

security issue,” he told
Kenyan television.

He said they needed help
from the international
community to disarm the
militins and (o rebuild a
country, wlliclll has seen its

Somalis not ready to leave Kenya - leader

to return to the capital,
ishu,

“They must retum because
we were making a
government, not to stay in
Nairobi, but to retun home
and that country,”

A Kenyan minister told the
BRC that he was expecting 1o
hear by the end of the week
when the government planned
to leave Kenya

Somali MPs in Nairobi
have still to approve a new
cabinet, after rejecting a
previously appainted

overmment,

In an address, Kenyan
President Mwai Kibaki
signalled his growing
frustration with delays in
securing a date for the cabinet

The suid.

During the past 13 years,
rival warlonds have battled for
control of the country and
5 oo divided int

Y b

The move is & major step |
in the long process 1o end the |
crisis in Burundi that has
imed more than 300,000
Ilm during an 11 year civil

Bul a BEC reporter said it
will take ot least four yean
before the process of forming |
the new army is complete.

Presidential spokesman
Pancrace Cimpaye said that in
theory all armed fighters in
Burundi were now the

respansibility of the
ment, which would feed,
clothe and pay

President Domitien Naryi-
zeye signed two laws on Fri-
day setting IT the m army
mda new

aHu-

i, lwds a ln-u {

Bovermn- |
ment, the Burundi Armed |
Forces will now be knownas |
the National Defence Force. |

in |

Bujumbura says that l'mmu
now on the term rebel will on- |
Iy apply to the National lee-
ration Forces (FNL).

The rebel movement Hb{
Agathon Rwasa are st
active on the outskirts of

a patchwork of fiefdoms

All the major warlords are
involved in the two-year
peace process in
ncvghbounns Kcnyn Iha.t Ied

Reform of the anmmy was
one of the key demands of
Hutu rebels, and the peace
deal specified that there
should not be more than 50% |
af Hmmr‘n.nsismdnlnny |

In Dy ber, the

to P
Yusuf's clection, raising
hopes that Somalia could
S000 returm 1o normal.

ment and the United |
began the process ol’ dl!-
.mmﬂg mda. suldiers

and former rebels = j



Wednesd

adly-needed relief ef
forts on the Indone
sian  island  of

Sumatra have boen hit by an
accident at a key nirport

The only airport in Acch
province was closed carly
yesterday after an aid plane
hit & cow on the runway,

Air links are vital 1o sup-

| ply aid 1o remote areas struck
by the 26 December carth-
quake and tsunami.

The death toll - currently

“at 140,000 - is set o rise fur-

£ 1Mo alonc, he
. -umatra -t closest o the
L epicentre, 40,000 are fearod
dend.

Before the disaster the re-
mote town had a population
of 95,000,

Map of affected coun-
tries nnd their death tolls

The BBC correspondent,
one of the first journalists o
reach the scene, speaks of
complete devastation, with
ulmost every house de-
stroyed

“In many cases all you
wce in the outline, the foun-
dation of the howse,” our cor-
respondent. repors

“The walls and everything
that remained has been swept
away by the surge.”

Guru pledges $23m tsunam1 relief

ne of India’s most
MOk WOmen gurs
has pledged a billion

rupees ($23m) 10 help survi-
vor of the Asian isunami.

Mata Amritanandamay,
also known as Amma or
Maother, says the money will
be sl to rebuild homes de-
stroved in the disaster.

Her charitable trust says
wuch new house will consdst
of two rooms, u kitchen, o
small veranda and a 1oiler

The pews canme as India’s
government said the ¢ =
had loft at leawt 9.57)
ancl 5.914 missing.

“Amima i wid and an-
guished by the colossal tmg-
edy,” o spokeswornan for her
trust told the dssociated
Prexs news agency.

The trust's website says
thar as thousands of people
in southern Iidia have been
mide homeless, work has al-
rendy begun on building tem-
porary shelters to house
soma of them until the new
homes wre completed,

Tesays that it is allocating
$23 (1,000 rupees) to each
family in the Amritapun arca
who had o home that wis de-
stroyed

Caorrespondents say that
the money pledged is higher
than the smount promised by
smanry niernational mid groups
and business lenders.

It has also announced
that free education and coun-
selling will be provided to
those children who have Jost
both parents in the tragedy.

Mata Amnitanandamayi i

Trust International
Airport accident causes relief delayin Aceh

US President George W
Bush asks his two immedinte
predecessars, George Bush
Senior and Bill Clinton, o lead
a private charitable fund-ris-
ing effort in the US

gine and landing gear are
badly damaged and without
heavy fifting equipment, the
airport remains closed 1o
fined-wing mircrnft.

The LN has already ex-

The UK proposes an im-  pressed its concern al the
mediate moratorium on debt  airport’s limited capacity. Ci-
repayments from tunami-hit  vilian and military planes have
countries, to be discussed by 10 share the same runway
the G group of industriali Pilots fear the airport may
countrics remain closed throughout the

The first planes bringing  day.
home the bodies of some of The US Navy - which is
the 52 Swedes known tohave  helping ferry aid by air - says

died in the tunami disaster
are expected 1o arrive in
Stockholm

US Secretary of State
Colin Powell - who is touring
the region with President
Bush's brother, Jeb - pledged
America’s full support in the
rehelelon.

“Each country hus a dif-
fierent set of needs and what
we are gong 10 do is psess
those noeds,™ Mr Powell said
afer visiting the stricken Thai
resort of Phuket on Tuesday,

The airport accident in
the provincial capital, Banda
Aceh, ocourred when a cargo
plane hit the cow after land-
ing. and rested two-thirds of
the way down the rinway,

The military says the en-

best known for hugging
people s a form of blessing
and therapy.

She is estimmed 10 have
to have hugged of least 21
million poople in the past 30
yours,

Her trust - which provides
homes, schools and medical
care - operates in |5 counfries
including Canada, France,
Ciermany, ltaly and the United

there is enough food and
medicine in Banda Acch to
maove by helicopter to outly-
ing arcas.

But officiuls make it clear
thast opening the runway is o
priority o the aid opertion

Aid workers have wamned
of the threat of disease among
survivors living in dire con.
ditions.

Wit il be final tofl we |

will never know, but we may
be talking of tens of thou-
sands of further deaths

Titon Mitra, emergency
response director for Care
International, told the BEC
ihint sanitation facilities in the
town of Banda Acch were
appalling.

“In these camps here

'Hw: intermutional commu-
nity has so far pledged more
than two billion doflars in di-
suster aid, but the UN has
wamed that some nations
and donors may not honour
thetr promises

“Al the end of the day we
will not receive all of i, LN
Secretary-General  Kofi
Annan said on Monday

Britons killed
in Iraq attacks

he latest eruption of
violent attacks in lrag
has left three Britons

dead, BEC correspondent
reports.

Two of the victima
worked fora US securty firm
Kroll, while the thind worked

with the family and frends of

the people who were killed ™
Ihe company was
“proud of the
professionalism and the
dedication of these people™,
she said
The Forelgn Office

ffor a privare

A vehicle Lnnymg them
and an American civilian,
who also died, was wrecked
in the suicide bomb blast ata
checkpoint manned by US
troops.

The sttack took place on
the edge of the heavily
protected “green zone™ in
the heart of Baghdad.

A spokeswoman for Kroll
Ine said: 1 ean confirm there
were four people killed inan
incident today. 1i was a
suicide attack on a convoy
involved in  routine
personnel movemient

“Two of them were

i d thut three Britons
had been killed but would
nol give any more
nformation until next-of-kin
have been informed,

There were no reports of
any of the US troops
manning the checkpoinis
being hurt in the blast.

The bombing formed part
of a wave of violence in Irag
which seems 1o have been
gathering momentum with
the appraach of
controversial  elections
scheduled for IJJnumu) the

wie"ve got 3,000 people, and
there’s four toilets for 3,000
people, and normally you'd
wanl for 20 people one ioi-
let”

Il these conditions are

nol improved quickly, he |

adds, a “serious situation™
could develop in the camps.
UN relief co-ondinator Jan
Egeland said the death toll is
likely to “grow exponen-

tially™ once aid workers can |

fully assess the extent of the
damage on Sumatra’s west-
o coust.

More than 1.8 IIII“IMI

necd food aid, and about five |

million are homeless as a re-
sult of the undersea carth-

quake off Sumatra and the |

tsunami it triggered,

Around $2b in vid has |

been pledged by govern-
ments and intermational agen-

cics.

Ariel Sharon, Israeli Prime Minisier

Israeli army kill seven
Palestinians in Gaza

even Palestinians
have died from Is
meli army fire in
farmiand in the northern Giaza
Israel forces fired o tank
shell after Palestinian mili-
tants launched a mortar
tack on an Ismeli indust
zome
Palestinian leader Mah-
moud Abbas responded 1o
the deaths with a strong ver-
bal attack on the “enemy™
Isracl
The presidential can
didate - seen us 4 moderite
by lsmel and the US- pmyed
for the “martyrs who fell to
e shells of the Zion-

day oy
It enemy™

We are praying for the
souls of our martyrs who fell
Enday to the dhells of the Zi-
onixt enemy

Mr Abbas was speaking
10 thousands of supparters
o rally in Khon Younis, o
stronghold of Palestmian mili-
tant groups,

Mr Abbas, viewesd by the
US and Isracl as o best part-
ner for peace nego-tiations,
is heavily tipped to become
Palestinian president in an
election on Sunday.

The seven men were
killed by Israeli fire near the
town of Beit Lahiya, close to
Cisuea’s border with Israel.

Palestinian reporty said
ihat the dead were local firm
workers, inchuding three teen-
agers

The Israeli army says that
it opened fire at a group of

BBC [ said
It came on & day when at
least three other suicide car

working for us and two were  bombs and 8 number of other
warking for & client. auacks claimed at least 30
(¥ our thoughts are  }ives th ughout the country

masked men who were
quipped  with missile
launchers.

Hospital sources said
that some of the dead were
so mutilaied that it will be
hard to identify them,

The armmy said that it was
responding to Palestinian
mortar fire that had tangeied
ancarby lsmeli-controfled in-
dustrial zone

One lsrmeli civilian was re-
ported imjured in the attack

Palestinian activists huve
been waging a four-year
intifudn or uprising agninst
Ismael, whose forces have oc-

cupied the Gaza Strip and
West Bank since 1967 |

Isrueli Prime Minister
Anel Sharon s planning o
prull out all 8,000 Ismcli set-
tlers and the troops who pro-
tect them from 21 fortificd
enclaves in Gaen. Tsrael will
muintain control of Gaza's
horders, coastline and air-
space

Turkey, Israel to
strengthen ties

urkey’s foreign minis

ter has spoken of

Syria's readinesy for
peace talks, during a land-
mark visit 1o Jynecl

Abdallah Gul is metting
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon
and other Tsracli leaders in
Jerusakem to discuss the pros-
pects lor reviving Middle
Easi pesce talks,

Syria “expressed willing-
Hess 10 resume negotiations
without proconditions™ with
Israel, be was quoted s say-
in

gl\-lv Gl ks also on @ mis
ston Lo repair Isracli- Turkish
thes aftera chill last year over
lurmel's crackdown in Gaza

He is the most senior
Turkish politician to visit Is-
racl since the Justice and De-
velopment Party - a moderste
movemenl mooted in Islum -
came o power in Turkey No-
vember 2002

The Syrian signals sre se-
mious and their infentions are
good

Tensions cscalated Jast
May, when Prime Minister
Recep Tayyip Erdogan con-
demned as “state o™ an
Israeli mid in the Rafah area
of the southern Gaza Strip

Before the row erupted
Turkey was a close regional
ally of lermel. They signed a
military co-operation agree-
ment in 1996,

Referring 1o the row, Mr
Ciul saddd “we need bo put all
that behind us™

Mr Gul began his Jerusa-
lem itinerney with & visit o the
al-Agsa Mosgque comples,
the third holiest site in llam
which is also revered by Jews
os the Temple Mount. He
then met sracli President
Moshe Katuay

Oni Wednesday, he is due
tor visil Ramallab i thie West
Bank for talks with Palestin-
tan offictals, including
Mahmoud Abbas, the head
of the Palestine Liberation
Organisation and the man |
widely tipped to win the Pal-
entinian presidential elec-
tions at the weekend.

Mr Erdogan paid o high-
profile visit 10 Damascus in |
late December and, sccording |
10 Mr Guul, “the Syrian signals |
are serious and their inten-
tions are good”™
oke of o “new
atmosphere” concerning the
stalled Middle East peace
process, saying “contribui-
g 1o this process would he
Turkey's greatest duty”

Mr Sharon insists that
Syria close the Damascus |
beadquarters of the Palestin-
tan militant groups Hamas
andd Islamic Jikad before Is- |
mel will consider resuming |
peace talks.
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Powell hails quake relief effort

retary of State

C nlm inc}l has

pledged America’s full

support in the Asian quake
and tsunami reliel effort.

HHee was speaking in Thai-
land at the start of o visit of
the worst affected nations,
before attending & summit on

the crisis in Jakarta on Thurs-

day, “The US will certainly
nol turm away from those in
desperate need,” he said.

Earlier, the UN wamed the
number killed in the disaster,
ubnua 140,000, could riso
sharply as aid had not yet
reached some remote arcas.

Relief efforts in the worst-
|hit area, Indonesia’s Acely
province, suffered a scthack
early on Tnelduy when an

sceident closed the Banda
Acch mirport runway

An Indian hcli:nps:r
dropping food and water
over the remote Andaman
and Nicobar Islands is ai-
laclcdﬁ tribesmen usms

I:nd s bringing hume Ihe
ies of some of the 52
Swedes known to have died
in the sunami disaster are
expecied o arrive in
Stockholm.

More than | & million
need rwdud.ud-boul ﬁvc
nullum-r

Mr Puurell. I:”M us
president’s

MM m:ml-
ng Thailand, I.udum_ ia and

Court backs Pinochet
murder trial

hile’s Suy Coun
Cllll lm the

country’s  former
President Augusto Pinochet
is fit to stand trial on murder
and kidnapping charges,

It upheld o lower coun
move 1o throw out a defence
motion  arguing
Pinochet, 89, was not men-
tally able to defend himsel

The ruling brings the

" former military ruler one step

closer to trinl.
However, Gen Pinochet's
defence team will sill have
opportunities to block
the trinl.
twober 1998: Police in
| UK arrest Pinochet on
ish warrant; long legal hmle
over fitness for trial
March 2000: Deemed un-
fit for tnnl returns home,

fTort begins to try

August 2000: Supreme
Court strips his immunity.
| Later, it fo stanad trinl

July 2000: Charges sus-

and later dropped on
grounds of health May 2004:
Court strips Pinochel of im-

-hlll'kln[‘HJc

munity from pmu:ulinn
over fresh ol

Dec 2004: Chilean judge
indicts Pinochet

The court s split decision
- by three votes against two
- is seen as a major blow
against Gen Pinochet, the |
BBC correspondent in the |
Chilean capital, Santiago,
said.

The initial chall
the general's del'mcwa:’n
wars widely scen as one of the
best chances of halting the
case.

Tuesday’s ruling - which
was delayed by almost two
weeks - sparked mayhem at
the courts as relatives of vie-
tims started celebrating, our

This was a joint walign
by South American
vernments in the 1970s to
unt down left-win
nents. Lawyers for Gen |
Pinochet say the legal
cess could kill him. g“;n
Pinochet was released from
hospital shortly before
simas after mulitary doc-
tors said he suffered a stroke.

...as criminals target victims

ey have already sur

vived an experience

mw. people can

scarcely imagine. But the vic-

tims of the Asian tsunami

nnlwlfnt.:c a new danger -
al

mwﬁ‘r&m ;

A spokesman for Unicel
in Indonesia, John Budd, said
there had been one con-
firmed case of a child being
smuggled from the devas-
tal of |

trying to cash in on their mis-
fortune.

Uﬁ{erlunulrly it"s a
snhl:n op| Emlumly for

cnmmnl psy»huloulut Mike

“Some people will be in-
credibly depressed and that
makes them casy targets.
They are very vulnerable,” he
told the BEC News website,

Gitven the scale of the di-
saster, it is remarkable that
only isolated examples of
erime have emerged so far,
But for the already
traumatised victims, the im-
pact can be devastating.

There are already reports
of looting in many of the af-
fected countries - with
homes, shops and even dead
odies being targeted

And inSri Lanka, some of
the disaster victims have al-
legedly Ilwn o in refi

the miost
|n‘l‘bﬂi[ nll:snllnn\ is l!u‘
cnminal gangs are befriend-
ing children orphancd by the
s, and selling them to

Acch to the nﬂdly city of |
Medan for trafficking pur-

poses.
He said that as o matter
of urgency, Unicel W set-

Sri Lanka to see for them-
selves the worst affected ar-
ens.

The US secretm

of state
s the aftermath of the dev-
astating urlllqnnk: and tsu-
i ndian Ocean was
a ucdy for the entire
workd”,
He said the US would
help Thailand and other
countries to establish a tsu-
numi carly warning system,
and if more aid was needed,
it would be provided.
Earlier on Monday, Prosi-
dent Bush joined two of his
predecessors, Bill Clinton
and George Bush Senior, 1o
wrge Americans (o aid the
Asian tsunami's viclims.
Around $2bn in aid has been
pledged by govemnments snd
micmational agencics,

Colin Powsell

He confirmed the number
of dead was about 150,000,
Tt warned the number could
“grow exponentially” as aid
agencies finally get 1o remote
parts of Sumatra, closcst 1o
the quake’s epicentre.

1t was previously thought
the town of Banda Aceh, in
Sumatra’s Aceh province,

had been the worst affected, -

he said. But a team from the
Red Cross and Red Crescent
fears 40,000 people - about
R0% of the
been killed in the town of
Meulaboh, 150km south of
Han

came to rest two-thirds of the
way down the runway, lead-
ing 10 the closure of the air-
pon.

PollcearrestrebelleadermPern

¢ leader of a group of

I renegade soldicrs who

stormed a police sta-

thon in Peru and held ot least

10 police officers hostage
been arrested

Former army major

Antauro Humala tumed him-

self in while negotiating sur-

render, an interior ministry

| spokesperson told the Asso-

ciated Press
He and a group of up 1o
200 seized the station in the
southern Andean town of
Andahuaylas on Saturday.
They were demanding

ting up registration ritfts ;

s Acehgo e for % AL T
ontheir .

own, The threat to children Maj Humala was amested

is not confined to Acch, during negotiations with na-

There are reports that a 12-

d Swedish boy injured
in the tsunami in Thailand
may have been kidnapped
from a hospital.

The boy's American fa-
ther flew to Thailand to find
him. But although staf¥ said
he had been there the day
after the disaster, there was
no longer any trace of him,

According to Unicef, o
man in India who claimed 10
be one child's uncle umed
out to be & fraud.  In Sri
Lanka, the National Child
Protection Authoniny is inves-
tigating reports that two girls
were sexvally abused ar a
shelter in Galle, and a sepa-
rate report that another
woman was gang raped.

tional police chief Felix
Murmezo at the town hall of
Adahuaylas, 400 kms (250
miles) south of the capital
JLima. 1 have been placed
under arrest by military order
and in the next few hours |
will be taken to anti-termorist
police headquarters in Limn,”
he tobd the AFP news agency
by telephone.

It was unclear whether
any of his followers have also
given up.

The BEC gorrespondent
carlier reponted that an opera-
tion by Peru's security forces
to re-take the police siation
was suspended afler a re-
guest by the human rights

A rq'lrwmllw for the |
ombudsman as well as a |

Catholic pricst had been in

negotiations during Monday | g '

‘with Maj Hunala,

The rebels are former
members of the military or na-
tional police, who include
veterans of conflicts with
Ecuador and Peru's own lefl-
ist rebels.

They stormed the police
station on Saturday, which
led to the deaths of four po-
lice officers and 19 wounded,
Ten policemen were also re-
portedly beld hostage,

Earlier on Monday, Maj
Humala agreed to lay down
arms in return for & guaran-
tee of safety for his men but
he later retracted his offer,
accusing the government
Torces of ﬂrl'ngal them.'

As Peru's security forces
-.ufmumlul lhc ;umu.' =|=

, the

Wednesday, Junuar

Intion - have | s

A commercial P
hit & cow as it lm :

J v iy by
mwﬂunﬂwuwddﬁma
wm
MMM‘ db,
mummmmpuummm
frivmn Thailand that aired in Australin last week. The said he is
wanted on assault and burglary charges.

Poli PR (i

a curfew in and around ﬂl:
town.

Cur corrgspondent re-
ports that the rebels accuse
President Toledo of cormp-
tion and of selling out to busi-
ness interests in Chile, which
i Peru's historic rival. 7

But the group’s browder
aim, he adds, is 10 establish o
nationalist indigenous move-
podelied on the ancient
Inca Empire.

The 32-year-old ¢ bbed by local medin
"Ilnsuﬁmmmoﬂ’mﬂwh'fwhilmlcmlllm-l
edly saving as many a5 20 people during the Dee. 26 tsunami
that smashed over the 1mmnrmm: |
Connell ap in B M *s Court lte|
Monday and walwnu.'d bail until his next court appear- |
ance in February, Connell said be speat most of the day in s |
holding cell suffering flashbacks of his ordeal, and that po- |
lice biad mistaken himn fof someone else. {
“To be o life saver, saving 20 people, and then come
hmyhmmmwmdlmwinsurmshlhmnblmdy |

| el wigh hoodiums all day,” Comnell wid Channel I.Dlniwl-i‘
| sfon network “I'm not a hlundy hossclium,™ i |
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A gift of a llfztlmgii,'iz,.

Dear Nigerans,

1, Professor Babatunde Osotimehin, Chairman, National Action Committee on AIDS (NACA)
wish you peace, harmony and the joy of this yuletide season.

As is customary during this season, the National Action Committee on AIDS (NACA) is giving to
all Nigerians the best gift you can give to loved ones.

A gift of a lifetime!

And so, I say to all Nigerians old and young in this festive
season, Protect yourselves against HIV/AIDS.

To youths particularfy, the future is afiead of you, don't throw
it away with irresponsible befhaviour that could put you at risk of HIV/AIDS.
Please zip up!

The fight against HIV/AIDS is a collective one, and we must all join hands to wage it. The
National Action Committee on AIDS (NACA) will continually be in the vanguard of this battle.

Once again, I t&auﬁ‘msﬁfent Olusegun Obasanjo for his care and support of our activities and
wish all Nigerians a Happy New year and an HIV/AIDS free 2005.

Yours Sincerely, ‘

/?.)’-6‘}/»/-////

Prof. Babatunde Osotimehin,

Chairman National Action Committee on AIDS,
(NACA)

National Action Committee on AIDS
Plot 823, Ralph Shodehinde Street, Central Area, Abuja.
Prof. Babatunde Osotimehin, Tel: 09-2904413-9

Chairman, National Action Commutice on AIDS Website: www.nacanigeria.org
[NACA)




flight schedule

 Albarka Air
Lagos - Abuja  07:20
10:30
15:15
13:00
Abuja - Lagos  8:45am.
11:00
13:15
17:00
Maiduguri - Abuja 06:50
Abufa - Maid. 17:00
Abuja - PHC 9.00a.m
PHC - Abuja 11:000.m
Lagos - Yola 1:00 p.m
Abuja - Yola 14:30
Nola- Ab.g. 1530
Yola - 4:00 :1
Chmcwa!
I.asos Abuija & ISa.m
11:008.m.
12:10p.m.
A:A5p.m.
Kaduna - Lagos 8:300.m.
P/H - Lagos P:000.m.
4:30p.m.

Abuja - Kaduna 2:30p.m

Kaduna - :30p.m,

L nes
CBQ - Abuja 8.00.0.m.
Abuja - Lagos G:4Sam,

Lagos - Kaduna ~ 9:30a.m.

Kano-Lagos  7:30pm.
Lagos - Kano
Kaduna - Lagos  11:00a.m.
Lagos - AbuMM  2:30p.m.
Abuja - MM

1:45p.m.
MM - Abuja
I45pm.
- LB
i k3p.me
Abuu
11 5m.m
Ahuja - Kano

2:300.m.

3spm.

1 mnne  Wann

ekt

EAS Airlines
Lagos - Abujn B:iSp.m
11:45am.
5d%nm
himaja - agus U e,
T15pm
Nacak 4irlsae
D A Aarsiics
Lagos - PHC 1030 .m.
PHC - Lagos 12:30 am.
i - hano 2:30 pam.
|'.|I.
!I.-w Abug B:3lpm.
 ADC Airline
Lagos - Abuja TiSam
1245 pm.
3 = Lagiod RS am
Lagos-Sokuto B:55am,
Sokolo-Lagos 11:55am.
Calahar - Tagos '.‘!l'-lun
r%wdﬂw m
u-ﬂ

11:15am, |

federal ministry of
aviation has targetted
23 million dollars

(about N3.1 ion) as
revenue in 2005 from
i | frequencies to
fines operating in
the country.

Aviation minister, Isa
Yuguda made this known in
Abuja in an interview with
the News Agency of Nigerin
(NAN) on the ministry's
projections for the new year,

“My ministry has

projected generating the sum
of 23 million dollars from
(extra flights in the 2005
financial year due to a surge
in demand for intemational
air travels since the
restoration of democracy in
1999, Yuguda said.
| He said that the projected
| revenue would acerue from
| the payment of royalties and
| other aviation charges to the

relevant avintion agencies in |

the country.

He xaid that the additional
frequencies o be granted tor
the foreign airlines were
outside their Bilateral Air

Services Agreement (BASA)
entitlements,
According to  him,

Aviation minis

stranded, including those
connecting flights through
ngcmn international

Pl Pﬂf“

On BASA, the minister said
that the Federal Executive
Council (FEC) had approved
10 of them, which, he noted,
had since been signed with
ten countries in ordes to
establish direct air links with
them.

Although, he did not give
the names of the countries, he
said that they were located in
Africa, Europe and the

tagos airpo
gerin’s main gaeway,
Murtala Muhammed
Intemational Airport
(MMIA), Lagos, is being
repositioned to serve as a hub
for the West African sub-
region,

The minister of aviation,
Malam Isa Yuguda, made this
known at the weckend in
Abuja, while briefing
newsmen on the activities of
his ministry in 2004 and
projections for 2005.

“MMIA i being promoted
for o hub status in the region
and we are currently putting
in place the necessary

are
given to alleviate the
| difficulties usually sulfered
by passengers on
| international routes “During
jpeak seasans passengers on

such routes are normally |

hi y o achieve that
objective,” Yuguda said.
According to him, “the
ministry is assiduously
working toward achieving
this goal by striving to make
the aviation Industry in

rt to serve as sub—reglonal hub -

Yuguda, therefore, said
that the action had eased the
difficulties hitherto
experienced by the travelling
public on those routes.

He said that the BASA had
resulted in  increased
commercial activities and
improved bilateral relations
with these countrics.

“The new airlines
designated to Nigerin ns a
result of the agreements have
established local offices and

targets N3. lbn revenue

opportunities  for
people,he added.

In addition, the aviation
agencies have also benefited
from the improved revenue
arising from charges paid by
the airlines, while the airports
are recording increased
potronage and operations, the
minister noted.

“We are also working on
10 additional BASAs,which

:rmnl " Yuguda told

He that
approved, direct links would
b: established with Cape
Verde, The Gambia,
Democratic Republic of

ongo, Sencgal, Cote
d*Ivoire, Sao Tome and
Pmmpt. Equa:m-l{iwm
Qatar and

snid when

envisaged that Ihc air
would

are currently iting
clearance from the Federal
Ministry ul' Junucc n: ;

are also creating

Nigeria the best in Africa nnd
Murtala Muhammed
International Airport, Lagos,
whub in the region™.

He said that the choice of
MMIA was informed by it
constituting  about 80 per
cent of Nigeria's aviation
traffic,

Yuguda added that 75 per
cent of aviation revenue was
generated from the airport
and that about 90 per cent
foreign investment potential
travel through the MMIA,

He said that the airport
houses the headquarters of
the eritical aviation agencies
and other aviation service
providers in the country.

The minister said that the
ministry and the Federal
Airports  Authority  of
Nigeria (FAAN) had adopted
a number of measures aimed

Tsunami:Chinese airline continues -

emergency airlift

hina Southern
Airlines, the largest
_Aairline  in  The

China,
| % cunlmums its ?4‘." Treight
wirlift of emervency medical

{ areas of Indonesin and Sri
Lanka,

China Southern has taken
both of its 747-400 freighters
off-line from its standard
Furope/Ching and USA!
China commercial service
and has pushed them into

. .--uniibu‘. S Lanka, and
‘ Medan, Indonesia.
The first China Sonthem

T o 5
;luca!um.wikthulﬁmn
second freighter landed

included local lang:
interpreters.

Al facets
Southem Airlines’

of China

(same day) in at
21:53.

A third freighter flight left
on 2 January [roa Beijuy
bound sgain for Indonesia

SR S g
AT TTTTE A T E T DT
chlnu time.

“We are pleased to be pant
of our nation’s ongoing
commitment 1o aid the hardest
hit areas of lnst week's tidal
wave,” said Mr. Li Kun,
Ltu\muc \’wr I‘rmdcm
h +

£, L1 udded, “Each

ﬁllaﬂlﬂ is stuffed l’u.ll \mh

;M;Men;cmm'
He also said that each 747-
400 freight airlift has also

ddbn-RPMs in 2004

outhwest  Airlines

S

ompany
yesterday that the
‘ Company flew 4.3 billion
| revenue passenger miles
(P} in December 2004,

for the same period
For the founth quarter 2004,
Southwest flew 13.F billion

same period in 2003, an

are part ntlng in this
pnprecedentad aistifs of

CHICTgRiey suppiics auu
medicines to these Mood-

mvaoed areas inclidineg the

Operations Control Center ot
the new Baiyun International
Airport, which is
coordinating all air logistics
and country  clearance

. 'I'hc hwl nlr[mc m Th:
People’s B f

SUULLEIM ATTDES W W -
sincom/en) connects more
than 80 cities aronnd th
globe. Major business and
vacation destinations served
in China include: Beijing,
Chengdu,  Guangzhou,
Guilin, Hong Kong
Kunming, Shanghai,
Shenrhen and Wuhan, as well
as international service,
including: Amsterdam,
Fukuoka, Hanoi,
Ho Chi Minh City.
Islamabad, Kuala Lumpur,

Pukartn 1o Anocles Manils

| mEMs Bown o L
1 2003. Available seat miles
{ASMs) increased 12.2
| percent 1o 6.9 billion from
the December 2003 level of
| 6.2 billion, The load fctor
| for the month was 62.9
poreant, enmpared 1o 6l 0

scat
10.5 percent to 20,2 billion
from the fourth quaner 2002
level of 183 billion. The
fourth quarter 2004 load
factor was 65.0 percent,
compared to 63.8 percent for
th= same perind last year.

I Moscow, Osaka,

Paris,
Seoul, Singapore, Sydney
and Tokyo.
China  Southern
Airlines reservations and
information, please contact
v Jocal eyl ugeon.

at muking the airport mare
user-friendly and secured ns

national economic growth
and development s well as
bilateral relationshi hﬂw

P
Nigerin and other count

d
efforts 1o establish industrial
development zones at the

well as atteact investment  Myriala Muhassed

opportunities. International Adrport,

e b e Nowmah Avikive
nci! 03

been rehabilitated, while Iniernational and Port

others were being upgs

to meet international Aimport (PHIA)

standards. “Also, efforts = are
Yuguds said that the main underway to develop

prerequisites for a hub
included large connections to
ull parts of the world and
sate-of-the-art fcilities

He noted, however, that the
cw“m 's aviathon

properties that will attract
economic  benefit from the
proximity of MMIA and
PHIA to major harbours and
tenants  who  require

were working closely with
the airlines to facilitate
effective scheduling and
connecting (lights

“This will reduce cost,
open up new markets and
provide betier scrvices for
the airport users,” he added.

He Furlhrr stated that the

L _Market I

1, industrial,office
and retail accommodation
near the airports,’” the
minister said.

The News Agency of
Nigeria (NAN) reports that
modern cargo villages are
planned for MMIA, NAIA
and PHIA 1o boost imporn

dicators.

\--c-'. an Inter Bank ¥ oreigr F \~'!1‘.I1‘-;_; |
(NIFEX) Rates
Bid($/=N=) Offer(S/=N=)
Spaot Flxing 133 133
] LAR22 7 14855 1344822/ | 34,7855
60 29586 /29652 1359586/ 136.2652
90, 44292744392 1374292/ 137.7392

Far o St e ey oy
el « 34 Y] TRASTIA, TTO00, DN %6 JobS
oo « MM ATA

LU R LR

NAN lurnl that it m.



| LY i :
Members of the board of directors taking the National Anthem during the annial

general meeting of the Cement Company of Northern Nigeria {CCNN) oth
as Sokoto Cement ... recently

known

| Rombissoon, has said that
| Cross River State has great

High
( ommissioner of
Trinidad and

Inlugu 1o Nigeria, Mr
| Manniram

cconomic potentials.
He described the state’s

ABconomy as strong, when

isited some sites of

ance in the state,
the Christmas

fives tuda distincl identity
and said he hoped that his
country and the state could
learm from each other in the

| area of qullsm through

comnussioner

said his country and

| Nigeria had a lot in
{common in terms of

climate, culture and

|1
| regreitable that com-
| munication between both
! countries

Trade Bank takes debtors’

case to Presidency

rade  Bank  Ple,
groaning under bad
debts, has decided to

enlist the support of the
presidency in the bid 1o
c debts mu'd h_-, some

L¢ c Imard of
directors of the bank, Alhaji
Alarape Salman (SAN) who
disclosed this during a visit
to the Kwara State deputy
governor,  Chief  Joel
(]pmd; i in llorin yesterday,

ed NAFCON as one of |

ve decided at the board
level that we are going 1o

i 0llcy inconsistencies

Central Bank of Nigeria
wssuring that nothing would
be done m! nﬁ:e the
interest of the state's
shares.

The chairman while
commending the non-
interference policy of the
state government which he
described as “peoples
government” called for
mare support for the bank
in its recapitaliz

programme.

From Abdulrazaq Adebayo, |
Carrespondent, Norin
Responding, the deputy |

governor ple g:d that lh¢
government  would o |
everything possible to ass
the debt recovering
saying the b ng industry
should not be seen as a national
cake,

He also addressed the
management and the board 1o
strengien its debt recovery
sector and urged Kogi state to
tu!\e Iuglu:r interest in the

NEPZA boss laments

write the CBN governor (o
follow us to Mr. President 1o | :l irector, |'"}:,':;:::::';:”‘J
discuss the money owed the i S Lt o
bank by NAFCON", Export P i d Vexp

He said NAFCON can Zones Authority zones, Free ports, s
not presently pay the debt | (NEPZA), Mr.  Sina , economic zones,
“hut wehaveto | Aghouagie has condemn prise vs export 8
make provision for that Fm*mlﬂlgy tinkering  factory, etc.
money being owed and the | on Free 2 saying that He noted that this country
maoney is 5o much, and the | it may drive away investors makes money from the sales of
Iaw dises not it me to | [rom Nigeria. crude oil which does not create
disclose it publicly, but it is | Delivering a paper  jobs adding that the Free Zones
affecting the bank ™ | entitled “Nigeria Free must creale jobs,

Alhaji Salman said the | £00es, Customs Service _Another reason for the
development had affected the | #1d ~ Micro  Service existence of Free Zones

health of the bank, waming
that if sction was not taken,

it could lead to negative |

implications on  the
operations of the bank.

“We intend to seck the
grace of Mr. President 1o see
what the federal government
can do on behalf of
NAFCON", the
chairman added.
aji  Salman  ulso
mentioned Kwara Poly-
technic, Horin as another
debtor and hoped that the
situation would be rectified.

He sald Trade Bank had
commenced talks with some
banks in the bid 1o
recapitalize in accordance
with the difective of the

bank |

Development™ at the last
Comptroller  General
Conference which took
lace recently in Calabar,
¢ stressed the need for
better understunding of the
Free Zones Scheme by all
stkeholders,
He said that the main
purpose of Free Zones
\wdd wide, is 10 promote

according to him, is inter-
national competition which
offer some form of extrater-
ritorial status 1o goods stored
and processed in such arcas,
He stressed that Nigeria
needs the Free Zones Scheme
1o function effectively well for
economic development adding |
that the Nigena Customs Service
s 4 necessary companion in the

lization and inter
nanonal commerce through
the provision of a
conducive macro and
mircro business environ-
ment,

To achieve produc-
tivity, he said Nigeria has
widened the scope of
coverage of Free Zones to
include commercial

i of our pet project the
Free Zone JTI.'LII\I\II'I’F o |
According o him, the role of |
Nigeria Customs in trade |
1on and development (s
50 vital in the Free Zones.
For this reason he suid that
nment should de-

u‘”‘l.'llllll as there anc
muny other jobs for them

He said it was

coulg as three days on
the Atlantic Ocean, instead

| of six hours,due 10 absence

of direct flights between
L

Rombissoon said he
hoped that bilateral

Cross River has great economic potentials

agreement between the two
countries would make it
possible for Viegin Nigerian to
ensure such fMlights.

Gov. Donald Duke said he

was impressed by the sight of

Africans in Diaspora coming
home to enjoy Christmas in
Cross River.

Duke, represented by his
deputy, Mr Walter Eneji, said
the relationship between
Nigeria and the Caribbean was

- Envoy
waxing stronger, adding that
the Christmas celebration

was a family reunion for the
Caribbeans.
The governor called for a
strong  cconomic  link
between Nigeria and the

_ Caribbean in view of the

similarities in culture,
climate, vegetation and
history.

....t0 generate
N500m tax

ross River State
Government says i
intends to generate

about NS00 million every
month from urban develop-
ment tax.

Gov. Donald Duke dis-
closed this while inspecting
the urban renewal pro-
gramimie and the road under
construction in Ogoja Local
Government Area of the
state.

Duke said the tax would
be paid in urban areas of the
state, where the rencwal
programme was Imple-
mented.

The govemnor was con-
duetid round the road project

by works commissioner Mr
Ekpo Okon,

He said the tax would
cover lenement rales, sania-
tion tariffs and ground rent.

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment has already designated
Calabar, Ugep, lkom, Ogoja
and Obudu council arcas s
urban development arcas for
the purpose of collecting the
tax. Duke said the
development programmes
would come 1o full realisation
in 2020, by which time the
government would disengage
from economic ventures.

CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA

TENDER NOTICE

Notice is hereby given by the Central Bank of Nigeria that 91-day Federal Govemment
of Nigeria Treasury Bills amounting to N45,000,000,000 will be issued by an auction-

b

U

based system on Thursday, 13/01/2005

1 Deslers (C iy

Banks, Desi

Houses and Brokers) are invited to submit tenders to reach the lssues Office, Central
Bank of Nigeria, Lagos, not later than |30 p.m. on Tuesday, 11/01/2005,

Each tender must be in multiple of N1,000 subject to a minimum of N10,000 per| |
tender. Authorised Dealers are allowed to submit multiple bids and quote multiple | |
rates, A tender may be for own account of Authorised Dealers or made on behalf of
interested members of the public, who are advised 1o apply to their banks or brokers | |

for the hills.

Tenders for the Bills should be submitted on the preseribed printed forms in duplicate
and in sealed envelopes clearly marked “TENDER FOR BILLS.” The result of the
tender will be announced before the close of business on Wednesday 12/01/2008, The | |
Bank reserves the right to reject any tender in part or in full.

Allotment letters will be 1ssued to successful tenderers on Thursday, 13/01/2005,
Payment in full for the amount of the accepted fenders must be made ©
Bank of Nigeria not later than 1.30 p.m on the issue date 13012008, This will nommully
be effected by direct debit 1o the accounts of the affected Authorised Dealers which
shoild ensure that their necounts with the Bank are adequately funded for this purpose.

CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA

Tssues Office

Timuba Square
1

|
d Discount ‘

e Central




Saudi oil reserves

may top 461bn barrels

he Saudi Arabia’s wil
reserves, the world's
st could incresse

Iy alimost 77 percont 4o top
61 billkon '||i| J-. im & fow
ail min.

l.iu,pulmu N
oil reserves by

200 billion harrels,” Al Naimi
said in @ statement issued
alt inangurnted new oll
fieldw in eastern Saudi
Arabia, “This will cou
throagh new |I| OV

Sauili '\l ahia saye Its

registercd relerves amount

&

New York stocks struggle
amid dollar rally, merger

nvestars extended their
I:h‘\l vear's profit-tuking

Hilo & seécopd seasion
Tuosday,

ey e
wed strength in the dollar and
new menger activity,

Wall Strect was cheered
us Rayovae Corporntion. an-
nounced the first major scgu-
isition of 2005, a $476 million
purchase of United Indus-
tnies Corporation, o privately
Ield lawn care and pet su-
pply company. The deal cont-
inukes o growangg trend of mer-
fger and scquisition activity
since the post-clection mily
began,

The dollar, having tum-
bied to record lows lnst mo-
nth, showed signs of resili-
ence, moving slightly higher
against the euro and the
Jupanese yen. While the do-
Mar is still ot historic Jows,
benefiting exporters, signs of
strength will help importers
of rw muterials s well.

However, basic materisls
stocks fell alongside metals
and other sommoditics,
spurred by the Stronger
dollar. And investors were
muore interested in collecting
profits afier the past two
months of gains, mther than
making new bets

“Right now, [ do think
IRVESLONS FEmUIN Oplimisie,
but the markets are overb-
ought and we'll need some-
thing fairly positive 1o h

Nf.u pu‘,il the market I:E:
[:: sanid Mn.lunl%cmnn,
chief market

at

weers, which oo
marging squ. o should
the trend continug, Dow
componant Alcos fnc: fost 38
conis i 820,61

Rayovae gained $5.34 1o
34 00 o the nev s aper-
eement with 1 I
wries, 'which includes the
aisinption of S8R0 million tn
debt. The move will stren-
gthen Rayovac's consumer
erings and ollow
tribution of United
Industries’ products, ana-

!ym said.
Krome Doughnuts

Isu. fell as a shareholder
lawsuit alleged the troubled
doughnut maker frequently
P its sales figures by
over shipping doughnuis to
its whalesalers, knowing thit
many would be returmed
Krispy Kreme, which said it
plann to restate eamings Iur

st fiscal year, logt §1.27
u: 1.0

1 wee thair

B 261 billion ba
Natmi reite

T oelay

barrels
will lso provide

e plans
70 million
standard cubie feet (10 mil-
liom cubie meters) of assoc-
tated g

The onshore pan of the
field has the capavity to
provide 500,000 daily harrels
of Arabian light crude, the
statement said

The new offshore Abu-
Sa“fah field contains an
estimuted 6.1 billion barrels
of oil reserves and will pro-
duce 300,000 by (barmels per
day) of Arabian medium
crude.

Naimi has said the king-
0 Increase its oil
production capacity 10 12.5
million bpd from the current
11 million over the next few
years. The desert kingdom
sits o 2 guarter of the world's
proven o1l reserves.

e

Miskide plione makers parmer o prduce siper $is lmiﬁrf.#ﬂwrd.‘-- wme arf the Sy haridic.

Libya signs holiday complex deal

talian property services

Inrm Ciruppo Norman has
signed o deal with L

govermment to bu

and
manage one of the country’s
largesi tounist resorts

The Farwa Ishand Project

is amirig the first major non-
oil related project with a
forelgn 1 since the thaw in
the country’s relatioes with
the West. The resort on the
Medite-rraneun will be sited
nedr the Tunisian border,

The complex, expected 1o
cost shout $268m (£13Tm) o)
complete, will accomimaodate |
uh o 3,800 bolida

Construction is u[lrcltd
1o take between five and six |
years, Gruppo Norman said. |

Turkey beats IMF-backed inflation target

rkey sand nflution m
2004 had been 9.32
percent, well below the

12 percent yenr-end target sel
in a strict IMF backed eco-
NOMIC NECOVEry Programme
and underscoring the cou-
ntry's han}l-ﬁaufln hatle agn-
inst decades of high prices.

Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda sign tax-free trade pact

customs unog linking
Kenya, Tanzania and
Jganda comes into

I at the weekend follo.
wing six years of negoti-
alions,

The new trading bloc s a
first slep wwards 4 commaon
market and will gradually
enable goods 1o pass betw-
een the three countries tax-

The member states hope
it will also lead o a common
currency and eventually a

Spencer Clarke LLC.
The Dow Jomes industrial
average was up 1.55 points,
or 0.0] percent, in morming
trading, while the broader
Standant & Moor s 500-stock
index was ofT 0.84 points, o
The tech-nich
posite index slid

i
The nation's mdustrial
seClor eontinues (o gain
a0 8 new
epon, Factory
rribers were up |2 percent in
Novembar, the Commerce
[Departnsent said, betier thuy
fhe one percent gain ccon-
omists had expected
Admon ™ WEn expa-

a
Mitor Co, fell 4 ednis b
’ and Cigneral Maotars
o stipped 4 cents
hile D
ddeld 27 cunits

The ptrmger doliug we
thed on taw psterialy prod

political fieds
The union is un attempt
to revive the East African

ol nity which collapsed
10 years after if was sot uprin
N‘-’:.f. o8

Correspondenits say the
three countries” farm-based
wconomics are considered
stnble when compared 1o
their war-devastared neig-
hbours.

The treaty setting up the
East Africa ©

more developed industrial
base

TandT levels against goo-
i from countries outside the
grouping will be harmonised

HBC East Africa corresp-
ondent Adam Mynou says it
hhas not been casy to get this
fiar and o0 a number of occa-
shons it nm:mut igrecment
would be §

¥
{EAC) Customs Union was
signed last March
Under its terms, Kenya
will pay duty on s goods
cntering  Tanzania  and
Uganda for the first five
compensate for iis

Textife amu garwrent inauatrie ar

African comntries

tr Breweflts mure in fhe Sy free pociy sign by the

But the leaders of the
three countrics recogmine
that tarifT-free trade promiscs
increased economic growth,
our correspondent says
Uitimate goals also include
an East African central hank

-~

)

| o mwnth, brangring ind
| 0932 percernt in the pise 12

| ember compared to

Cutting chronic inflation
is o key clement in a 16-
billion-dollar stand-by deal
Turkey signed with the
Intemationnl Moncetary Fund
(IMF) after a severe financial
crizis in 2001 plunged the
country into 8 Worst
recession since World War
(8

The programme is set 1o
expire in F ry, becornin
the lirst stand=by dea
Turkey has completed after
fuiling on 17 other occasions.

Last month Turkey and
the IMF agreed on a new
three-veir arrangement
worth 10 billion dollars (7.4
billion curox) 1o bolster
economic recovery.

Turkey's inflatlon was
neatly 70 percent when it
began implementing the
reforms demanded by the
IME. But in what has so fur
been deemed o success ktory,
the rate wis brought down

The stute statistics inst=
tute announced that cons-
umer prices rose 045 percent

in Becember from the prev-

tion

months
Wholesale prices
wsod by 00,13 percent iv

mber-up 13,84 percent over
the past 12 months

“We have succoeded o
nchieving single
cotsumer prices af

ades. These flgures dre
historic s for the
Tuskish ¢ Feonomy
Minister Al Babwacan said,
Both the yearly and

munthly ibies 5 wore wiel |

The intervi
cled il
wotld

of 1.1 percent in December |
from November, bnr.uunl
year-end inflation to an|
average of 10 percent |

This was the third time in |
arow that Turkey has beaten |
its annual inflation proje-
etion, In 2002, the country
brought inflation down fo |
29.7 percent from 68.5 percent |
it 2001, beating its year-end |
targed of 35 percent.

Lt year, imflation was cut |
to 184 percent, below the
)'rm{ndlnrﬁuf!l] Teenl. |

Buoyed by the psi: fess, |
the government lannched a
matjor money reform on Jan-
wary |, stashing six zeroes off
ity hyper inflated currcncy
und introducing the New!
Turkish Lira or YTL as it i
called bere,

The reform saved Torkey |
fmm!lu.nmlwnusmgr\wrd
of having the world's largest
aote in circulation, namely 3
20 million Turkish fira ball. |
One YTL is now worth 0.74
dollars or 0.55 euros.

Thee unt-in

will also he a prinipsl
nent of the new arrangement
with the IME, which I
expectad o be approved hy
the Fund's executive boand
carly this year,

rdrr the new 'm,,m

Despite the spectucilat
recovery wome analysts fear
ihe wde could wrm ir Ankam
sriding
weermmsent has

X saveral o
thal 1 will pot devi
ity mght ausrerity
T

*Woe il do our o
ool ctn for 2
5, W u||| il

Prog-

stiy
1

I.n‘



TTTRY

5, 2105

US-Asna imports not hit by Tsunami

e mavemers of goods
from tsunami-ravaged

Asian countnes fo the

| United States — everything

T

“We have not scen any
disruption whatsoever to
manufacturers in those coun-

primary risk st this point,
Reaser said. “Couniries’
economies could see more
prolonged damage and a |

| san

Business Trust
1

Britain proposes G8 debt
moratorium for Tsunami countries

ritain unveiled a pro
{powal Lo 1ty partners in
the Giroup of Hight

wtrialived nations
for tmmedinte moratos
rim™ on debt repayments
fram countrics hit by the tsu-
nami disaster in the Tndian
Oeean,

The AFF reports that Brit-
win's finance minister,
Gordon Brown said the freeze
on about theee billion dollam.
“mtially™ in annual debt re-
payments from the hardest hit
nations would be part of &
broader package of emer-
gency and and reconstruction
Fiinls,

“What we are supgesting

Brown said

Cn January 1, Britain as-
sumed the chilrmanship of
the G8 group of richest cous-
iries, which includes Britain,
Canada, France, Germany,
Italy, Japan, Russia and the
L ol States.
Canada on Thursday put
in place a unilateral debt
moratorium for mlloﬂu hit by

add to that very substuntially
over the next fow days with
money for reconstruction that
the president of the Workd
Bank will announce.” he saidd

Dollar
bounces back

Thc dollar bounced

the Asian
with “immediate effoct,” said
Foreign Minister Pierre
Pettigrew,

Brown said he had the
support of the United States.
for the “first idea of freezing
debt repaymients.”

The chancellor added thit
the debi frecze

on debt repayments from the
fHlicted * Chancol-

would be followed by com.

Tor of the Exehequer Gondon
Brown told BBC radio.
“That would then lead 1o
an analysis of the debt needs
of these countries with the
possibility of some write-off
of debi, wnd ul the same (o in-
wure that the money goes to
the areas and people in groat-
et need in these countries,”

¥ slops.
“The Intemuntional Moo- |

etary Fund will offer emer-
jeney assistance, particuludy
1o’ the Maldives, Sei Lanka
and Indonesin that could be
wrth up o a billion dollars,™
b manidd,

“The World Bank, which
hats made an initial contribu-
tion foremergency relief, will

~Oil prices steady in New
York, dive in London

rud: oil prices stead
ied after falling beav
ily n day earlicr as

milder weather in the United
States helped 1w ease concerns
about low supplies ol heating
fusel during the northem win-
ter.

wround 0920 GMT aller clos-
ing down 1.33 dollars on
Monday.

In London the price of
Brent North Sca cnide oil for
delivery in Febraary slumped
136 dollars to 39.10 dollars
o barrel,

| from furniture 1o clothing tries,” said Rick Darling.  drain on their resources to AFP reports that Lon- In the United States, |
have inued 1o flow be- identof Li & Fung USA,  core for the ill.” don’s Brent oil price fell westher forccasts indicate
cause big manufacturing -Hnnu Kong-based firm that Indoniesia and perhaps | sharply s traders, retuming  warmer conditions in the
centers for the most part were  finds manufacturing plants — oiher cauntries in the region | to their desks for the first time  country’s northeast region,
not damaged. ~ forUS companies could see depressed eco- | since December 31, played  which accounts for 80 percent
But some economists siid Kohl's, Bed, Bath & Be- o aciviy in the current | catch up with their counter-  of the nation’s heating oil ws-
& breakout of discase in the yond. and American Eagle - January-to-March quarter, | pests across thee Atlantic age.
tegifpn cotl hn'“h." i Outﬁm_m mmang it el g Roaser. But she added New York's main contract Traders were meanwhile
:“nm“:::ﬂt'mm ﬂ“: .p;‘:::fmn for US thet cconomic activity also | for light sweel crude for de-  gearing up for the latest
ot ""I"“:* Y Customia xnd Border Proec - may geta lift from efforts 0 | livery in February was un-  weekly snapshot of US com-
Fight days aftes the dov- tion said ports in Thmlulh! rebuild roads, bridges, hotels | changed at 42.12 dollars & mercial crude inventories, lo
astating December 26, 2004 st and S are  odhomes, barrel in electronic dealing _be released on Wednesday.
disaster. private i P Iy In Indin, )
ey e e e | Samsung develops world’s largest organic LED panel
officials lnd.olhen werestill  rerouted away from the port outh Korea Samsung  monitors. positioned well to be a leader
struggling Monday 1o assess  of Chennai, which suffered S Electronics has devel Samsung said its new  in the market for lange-sized
its economic impact. same damage, to Mumbai, in oped the world's larg-  portable display would be  OLEDs for TVs,” said Jun-
The AFP reports that the  Bombay, said Darling. est organic light emitting di-  used for televisions andcom-  Hyung Souk, senior vice
disaster i expected to have Dan Hess, founder and | ode (OLED) display panel for  puter monitors, president of the LCD research
{linle affect on the US chief ive officer of J high-definition televis § g, one of the and development centre,
economy. But touriam in the  Merchant Forecast, a research The 21-inch (53.34-  world's largest LCD makers, Samsung said the OLED
region, especially Thailand  firm covering the retail sec- | centimeter) OLED panclout-  said its new OLED display  display features resolution of
and Sri Lanka is expected to  tor, said he was not aware of | performs existing liquidcrys-  panel, an upgrade on its own 6.2 million pixels and uses
be hard hit, econamists said.  any major disruptions of taw | ga) displays (LCDs)inbright- 15-inch product, uses tech-  active matrix-based (AM)
‘Many companics in the materials from Asia 1o US | pegs slimness and powr.-rcf- nology that can be casily technology for low power
United States rely on factories.  companies. r-cimy.mzrﬁ mass-produced on the com-  consumption and high-resolu-
':'wmm* In- ; The ms"“’“ disa | " oyeanic LED screens  pany's cxisting LCD produc-  tion.
ks Ja the b m “::m:'lli b:flhl ‘m‘::'! generate their own light,  tion lines, The global market for or-
cm hm'wmﬁiu 48 % i Eyan R“‘:er chi;t clinninating the need for back “With the of ganic LEDs is forecast to
wedu‘ﬂ i gusmnf H lighting and Iltwin; equip- the wntld'i largest OLED,  grow 1o 830 million dollars
vz > Xt ment l' e Jop slim hievedatech-  this year from 330 million
5 bR e T dol disssscion P efficient mﬁh dollars last year.

tagher on yesterduy as

closed bets

on further losses in the US

currency which hit a series of

recond lows against the euro
in the final days of 2004,

Renters reports that the
greenback extended the pre-
vious day's rehound o
$1.3359, recovering three
cents from an all-time low
sguinst the euro hit late last
weeh.

It also pulled away from
last month’s multi-year lows
agninst the yen, Swiss franc
and British pound.

“Momentum and techni-
cal funds are bailing out of
short dollar poritions,” said
Lan Gunner, head of foreign
exchange research at Mellon
Hank

The dollar has now
notched up three consecutive
years of losses and most ans-
lysts expect the cumency to
fall further in 2005 in order
1o correct the United States”
huge curment account deficit.

However, the speed of the
dollar’s decline in the past
wi weeks meant some cor-
restion was nol uncxpected,

“We hid some fnirky sharp
moves amid thin liquidity so
it's unsurprising we've seen
a bit of profit-taking and o bit
of n bounce back,” said Mitul
Kotecha, head of global for-
eign exchange rescarch at
Calyon.

Ab 625 am, yesterday the
dollar wos up 0,65 percent at
103,38 yen and over half a
percent up at $1.3385 per
e,

Inflation in the euro 2one
rose 1o 2,3 percent in Decem-
ber, making it harder for the
European Central Bank

(ECH) to consider cutting in- |
terest rates in response to the |

curo’s strength.

The ECB, which nims 1o
keep inflation close 1o but
below 2 percent, is expected

to keep interest rates un-

changed at its next meeting on
January 13,

Friday’s non-furm US
Jobs data is the big theme of
the year’s first traching week,
with a rise of 175,000 fore-
cast in Decemnber after a gain
of just 112,000 in November,
secording 10 the median fore-
cast of & Reuters poll.
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INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION

Introduction:
The University of Abuja is desirous of
progects af its Permanent Site:

Fruse

CATA A A A AAANASY VA VARE NES T

UNIVERSITY OF ABUJA

P.M.B. 117,ABUJA, NIGERIA.

LOTA

OF CONTRACTORS

Faculty of Science (UATPS06)

LOTB

INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION

OF CONTRACTOR

Intraduction:
L Phase Ome of the L The University of Abuja is des of
projects af ity Permanent Site:

¥ Phase Cine of the g

(] Central Administration Building (UAPSOT) ] Students Centre (LAPS9)
i) Central LlhnrleA‘P“JM] i Lecture Theatre (UAPS10)
are invited from i ies forpre- | i) l-:-,vh:r of Ans (LAPSA
qual cation u!-cm‘ strictly 1o the conditions set hmundrr | =& " bereby invited A reputable .

SCOPE OF WORK

iy Faculty af Science: The Faculty of Science is 8 two storey concrete framed building partitioned
with sandereie block work. The building is imended 10 house the science-hased depaniments of the
University.

) Central Adwmis th The Centeal Ads ix a rectangle-shaped three-floor
builating strwcture disigred to howse the administratve ongany of the Universine

for m«.puhnmlm. adbering strictly to the conditions set hereunder.

SCOPE OF WORK

(1) Student Center

The Student Center consists of a phased bungalow type building housing cafeteria e, with
: ! =% oy

IM) Central Library: The Central Library bu:ldhul i me focal point of the Academic core of the HijLecture Theatre:
Acn. It s § theec-{looc Mrastues three floors of reading spaces and | The Lecture Theatre consists of s large theatre seatin Iy 750 students with associated

offices accommaxtated at the top floor. 11|¢h||1:1ln| designed 1o be 1CT Jollet tacillsh b 0
sections and associaled provisions, -
PRE-QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS 1) Enculty of Arts ~
A General The Faculty of Arts is & two storey L -shaped bullding partitioned with concrete block work. The
] Evidence of registration with Corporate Affairs Cormmission as 8 buslding/civil baildinng 1» wntended 1o house faculty offices and lecture rooms.

engineering company.
i) Evidence of curment registration with the University of Abuja in Calegory E s : T
i) Tax clearunce certificate for the last throe years (oclginals may be required for sighting). | PRE-QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS
(] Cenified sudited company accounts for the last three yenrs (originals may be required for

sighting). A. General
¥ Evidence of ﬂ:’;::lr:lmr with the Federnl Mintstry of Works as & civil/ lnuld-ng iy Evidence of regisration with the Conporste AfTairs Commission (CAC)

i g i) Evidence of current registration with the University of Abujs i Category T
ATECHNICAL COMPETENCE | i) Tax clearance centificate for the last throe years (orgmals mary be required for sighting).
1) Bistders must show evidence ol three | I contricts of valie nol kess thas NI00m each executed ) Cenified audited company scevunia for the last three years (originals may be required for
in the lan four (4) years, two of which must have been comploted, Bidders must attach photocopics sighting)
of the igtters of wward and complotion centificties or fiaal pyment certifioste #s evidence. The v) Evidence of registration with the Federal Ministry of works s a civiVbuiiding enginecring
University reserves the righi to verify sccuracy of submisions 3 e

Wy Bidders must provide evidence of core top management and key professional staff of the
company with their designation clearly shown within the erganizational strecture of the company.
The CV of the key professional staff for the project must be included m the submission,
fit) Allb provide a hist af building el
ithe project proposed. These must be listed as owned. hired or leased. Bidders must be ready unlum
ihis equipment al shost notice to assessors during the period of prequalification.
©) Gy
il All prequalification documents are 1o be bound and sealed in an envelop with the
title ‘Prequalification Documents for the project.
i Candidates interested i more than one project must apply separately for each
project in line with the criteria outlined sbove. However, candidates are not 1o
apply for more than two projects.
) Far farther clarification on the contents of these pmqnnhﬁuﬂmn critenia, please conact
the [ of Physical Develog and N University of Abuja, Mini
Campn. CGiwagwnlada Abuja between the hours of In-m -2 pm Monday 1o Friday from
the date of this advert 1o the close of the Prequalification period.
W) The scoring criteria for this prequalification shall be 85% of the Tendering Process
of which bidders must scare ot least 31% to be consbdercd for the next stage.

D) ERE-QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENT
i) Bidders will be luqllllw nnm, |be unn of Nsﬂ.tlll (1] lFlﬂy thousand naira) as prv-quqhﬂm
fees. The d 1 the I payment for

1) Bidders must show for projects (1) & (i) above thrde (3 Nos) separate building contracts of a
value pot less than N75 million i (he lust four years one of which must have been completed.
Photocapies of the letters of award and final be caclosed as evidence. The
University reserves the right 1o verify sccuracy of subrmissions.

i) Bidders for peoject of three separate (INo.) contracts valued not
lews than N200 million each exccuted in the last four years two of which must have been completed.
Bidders mast attach ¥ the letters of i final payment
certificale us evidence. The University reserves the right 1o wn!y accuracy of submissions.

iii) Bidders must pmuhh ewimct of core Iup m-mn md ey pmlmmnl sufl af he
company with their desij rly indicased with ¥ the company.
The CV of the key professional staff for the pm)em wu:t be hrchn‘lud in lhc submissions.

v Al bidders misst provide a list of verifiah ot the
project proposed. These must be listed as owned, hired or leased. Bidders must be ready to show.
this equipment at short notice (o assessors during the period of prequalification.

€. General Conditiony

which must also be included mﬂu pre- Mlﬂwm dosurments.
ii) Payments for the prequalification fiee can be mude in cash or centified cheque at the Cash Office

of the Bursary anluuan. University of Abuja, Mlm Campus, Gwagwalada, Abuja.
1) The shall b of Physical D

and Management upon Ihv presentation of the evidence of paymeni of the prescribed fees in the |

University Bursary. Completed forms are 1o be sealed and marked at the top right comer of the

Department of Physical Development and Management, University of Abaja, Mini Campus,
elope “prequalification document f " and hand delivered to: |
b e v Ay | Gwagwalada, Abuja betwoen the hours of 10 am - 2 pim Monday to Friday from the daie of this. |
University af Abuja | advert 1o the close of the Prequalification period. I
Abuja | %) The scoring criteria For this pregualification shall be 85% of the Tendering Process of which
Subwmixsions of Progqualification docuwments muxt reach the above address on or before 12 noon on bidders must score at least $1% 10 be considered for ihe neat suge.
the 195k of Jamuary 2005, The documents so preesented will be publicly opened ar 200 g, of the
same day af the Semate Chambyers of the University s Mini Campus Gwagwalada Ao, ANl Bidder
s el B Pt sl g o i i e Yol Successful companies deemed vo have heen pre-gualified will be wotifiod within o weeks ||

of the apening. o proceed 1o the next stage of the process
v Succeasful companies deemed to have been pre-gualified will be notified within fwe weeks v Bidders are 1o note that participation in the prequalif exervise does wol g

of the opening, 1o proceed 1o the mext siage of the process. 1 company the right to be conxidered for Tender.
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Athaji Umar Bappak
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with the eriteria outlined sbove. However, ol i apply for more than two projects,
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’I‘mz\lgmn.npmpk
sent me on a
mission to the
outside world, and | have de-
livered the message and ac-
complished the tusk. The nc-
complishment has placed
the country in an exalted po-
sition and has made the

| country & king in the world,

because the feat you have
achieved is so far insur-
mountable”, These were part
of the few words uttered by
Professor Gabriel Audu
Oyibo, to Nigerlans who for
hours waited at the Nnamdi
Azikiwe International Air-
port, in Abuja to receive him.
The Nigerian born United
States based scholar, and
scientist was the gentleman
whose latest scientific dis-
covery has reawakened con-
sciousness worldwide, and
will most certainly open
new vista that will overhaul
the world of science going
by the popular comments,
hath nationally and interna-
tionally, regarding his break-
through in science. He was
in Nigeria recently ot the
instance of the National Uni-
versities Commission (NUC)
1o address the scademia on
his discovery, which, he
claimed, if well funded,
would, among other things,
provide scientific answers 10
all intractable human and
universal problems, includ-
ing the deadly HIV/AIDS,
The Professor of Mathemat-

| ics and Physics was in

| USA and some parts

Nigeria on government invi-
tation to consider and

My Mammeed M Bell,
Sewisr Palircal Repurier

day, with members of the
ncademia, government officials
und stakeholders in the
education sector,

During his two-weeks visit
1o the country, Oyibo delivered
several lectures and scientifi-
cally proved his newfound
theory. His mujor scientific dis-
covery, christened God Al-
mighty Grand Unified Theorem
(GAGUT), otherwise known is
the theory of everything, is be-
lieved to be a demystification
of the scientific quest for &
holistic and all encompassing
general formula for everything,
which Albert Einstein tried ef-
fortlessly to find via his theory
of relativity between 1905-
1915,

Scientific research has for
ages dictated the pace and
modelled the life of man and
his existence, and virtually
every aspect of human en-
deavour, ranging from manu-
facturing, ncademia, technol-
ogy, military, warflre and other
sundry ficlds, are in one way
or another dependent on the
dictates of science, or at least
to some level of dama collec-
tion, observation, measure-
ment and verification. Also,
scientists have for ages been
engaging in painstaking re-
search in a bid to better under-
stand the universe, matter,
man, and the underlying phi-
losophy of creation. Professor
Oyibo's lutest discovery is yet
another input in the continu-

jentifi h into the

workout modalities for the
establishment of a workshop
for the teaching of his dis-
coveries, which are already
gaining popularity in Il:c
u

Upm arrival in Nigeria at
about %:50 pm on Monday,
November 22, 2002,
of the National Assembly,
government functionaries,
officials of the NUC, repre-
sentatives of Kogi State gove
emment, his kinsmen and
various cultural dance
troupes from Kogi State,
including masquerades, re-
ceived Prof. Oyibo at the
local wing of the Nnamdi
Azikiwe International
Airport, Although the
atmosphere was agog and
convivial, with beautiful ren-
ditions of music and dis-
celebrated

s
w hn was apparently stunned
by the tumubtuous crowd of
admirers that thronged the
airport 10 welcome him, could
not say much. He was
treated like a king of sorts as
e was hurriedly given cover
and led away by security
men and NUC officials to s
convoy of cars that drove
him off o the city centre of
Abuja, where he was to meet,
beginning from the following

secret of creation and exist-
ence, and if it endures, (though
there has so far not been any
tangible objection 1o it), Pro-
fessor Oyibo's GAGUT is a
testimony that Nigeria has be-
come the contemporary intel-
lectual nerve centre of the

d, and the unifying factor
of universal scientific philoso-
phy.

In retrospect, lsanc New-
ton (1642-1727), born in
Woolsthorpe, England, the
same year that Galileo died,
was scclalmed 1o be the great-
est and most influential scien-
tist who ever lived. When New-
fon was a teenager, his mother
ook him out of school, hop-
ing that he would become a
successful furmer. Fortunately,
she was persunded to send him
back to school because his
principal talents luy elsewhere,
conseqeuntly, at eighteen, he
entered Cambridge University
where he acquired knowledge
in science and mathematics
and progressed to his inde-
pendent research, when he laid
the foundation which subse-
quenily rev ionised the
world ol »

In the middle of the seven-
teen cenfury for instance, the
invention of the telescope had
revolutionised the entire study
of Astrononty, and the English
philosopher, Francis Bacon,

STAR FE
Prof Oyibo: Home coming of

*}f"‘-i;l"

Praf. Oyibo

and the French philosopher,

Rene Descartes had both

urged scientists throughout

Europe to cease relying on the
of classical 8 ]

tion and refraction which were
used in 1668 to design and
build the first reflecting tel-
escope, the type used in major
astronomical observations to-
day. Newton's major accom-
p!hhmem: were bnw:v:r in

Galileo had :Imd the air on

Heinvmedunmml caleu-
Tus,

some of the P of
ancient science, and contrib-
uted to o great understanding
of the universe, na set of prin-
ciples had been formulated that
could turn these collections of
seemingly unrelated facts
o unified theory with which o
make scientific predictions, It
wis Isane Newton who sup-
plied that unified theory, and
set modern sclence on the
course, it had followed since.
This, probably, explained why
Michael Hart, in his book, The
100, A Ranking of the Mast
Influential Persons in History,
placed Newton as second
most influential person so far
in the world history, next 1o
Prophet Mohammed (SAW)
According o Hart, Newton
is famous for o number -
sons, The first of his discover-
ies to bBe published was his
groundbreaking work on the
nnture of light, He discovered
f experiments that
white light is a mix
ture of all the colours of the
ruinbow, and also mide a care-
ful analysis of the conse-
quences of the laws of reflec-

in a serje:

the most impor-
tant achievement of modern
mathematics, which laid the
groundwork for modem sci-
ence. His most important dis-
coveries, however, were in the
field of mechanics, the science
of how material objects move.
Galileo had discovered the first
law of motion, which describes
the motion of objects if they
are not subjected to any exte-
rior forces. In practice, of
course, all objects are subject
to exterior forces, and the most
important question in mechan-
ica is how objects move under
such circumstances, This prob-
lem was solved by Newton in
his famous second law of mo-
tion, which may rightly be con-
sidered the most fundamental
law of classical physics
The second law [described
mathernal
Fema] state
tion of an object, the rate o

which its velocity changes is
equal to the net force on the
objects divided by the object’s
mass, To those first two laws,
Newton added his famous
third law of motion which

states that for cach action -
there is an equal and opposite
resction]. The most famous of
his scientific I.Ilw:. the law of

of dynamical astronomy — that
is, the problem of predicting
exactly the positions and mo=
tions of the star and planets -
was thereby completely
solved by Newton in one mag-
nificent sweep. For this reason,
Newton is often considered
the greatest of all astronomers.
Nigeria's professor Gabrie!
Ovyibo, by popular views, ap-
pears to have transcended
feat of Newton and Einsted
Born in Idah, Kogi state, Au-
gust 27, 1950,0yibo had his
early education at the St
Boniface Primary School Idab
and St. Augustine's college,
Kabba, both in Kogi state, He
obtained his Ph. Din Aeronau-
tics and Mathematics from
Rensellar Polytechnic Instinute
[R. 1] Troy, New York, whene
he worked for four years on
NASA/AFORS sponsared re-
search, and made several cone
tributions in aircrafl design
acrodynamics, sero elasticity
and mathematics. He taught
several courses in highly pro-
fessional and scholastic aneas.
Professor Oyibo has
solved the toughest problems
in at least three disciplines. For

, Turbulence [Aero-
nwms] ‘and the theory of eve
rything or the Unified field
bold [mathematical

the field of seroclasticity in
aeronautics, which is used by
prominent research and air-
craft companies around the
world,

He also discovered that

gr is the only building
This set of four laws, taken block of the entire universe and
conjaintly, form a unified sys-  briefed United States Senate

lem by means ul’ whlch virtu-

on Unified Theory on January

ally
systems, from the swinging of
a pendulum 1o the motion of
the planets in their orbits
wround the sun, may be inves-
tigated, and their behaviour
predicted. Newton did not
merely state these laws of me-
chanics; he himself, using the
mathematical wols of the cal-
culus, showed how these fun-
damental laws could be applied
1o the solution of actual prob-
lems:

Newton's laws can be, and
have been, applied to an ex-
tremely broad range of scicn-

27,2000 in Washington, D.C.
Oyibo received numeross
awards, fellowship and hon-
ours, based on enormously
painstaking research publica-
tions that have translated into.
the development of humanity.
In more specific terms, for
which he is lately honoured, he
has developed new group
theory methods in mathemat
ics. The methods from the new
group theory were first used
to solve the full Navier Suokes
equations, as well as Reynolds
Averaged equations for turbu-
lence. The results of this finds

tific and
During s lifitime, the most
dramatic application of his law

. was made i the field of as-

tronomy. In this area, too,
Newton led the way. In 1687,
he published his great work,
the Mathematical principles of
natural philosophy [usually
referced to simply as the

principia], in which he pre
sented his law of gravitation
and laws of motion. Newton

showed how these lavws could
be used to predict precisely the
motions of the planets sround
the sun. The principal problem

ing were piled and pubs
lished in a research monps
graph entitled “New group
theory for mathematical phys
s dynamics and Turbes
R 90i76112).

He edited two books enti-
thed, “Applied Mathematic
mithods and applications =
(MR 97m00015) and * Ad-
vances in Matkemarics Res
search.™

Using the newly devel
oped theory methods, he pene
eralized and proved Einstein's
(theory) in an article entitled
“Generalized Mathematival

Prog
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which was published in a Rus-
sian and an American journal
This proof of Einstein’s theory
Bas been recognized by the
American Mathematical Soci-
ety (AMA] in its mathematical
reviews (MR) journal, Mr
FheR3007.

The committed scholur has
overed the Unified field
ry or the “Theory of Eve-
nything™ , the theory Albert
Einstein searched for unsuc-
cesafully most of his life, which
Oyibo has published in the
book entitled, Grand Unified
Theorem bold (G_{1'{j}"="0)
already recognized by the
American Mathematical Soci-
ety (AMA) and the European
Mathematical Society (EMS).
In 2002, he published High-
lights of the Grand Unified
Theorem; formulation of the
Unified Field Theory or the
Theory of Everything bold
rG_(Ti'="o).

Professor Oyibo has been
mvolved in rescarch and 1each-
g at the Polytechnic Univer-
wity beginning in 1986, serving
#s an Associate Professor of
Acronautics. He is currently a
professor of Mathematics and
Mathematical Sciences at the
OFAPPIT Institute of Technol»
ogy and ot the University of
Bridgeport in Connecticut,

At the community level, he
s received the key to Miami
Dade country of the New York *
City Council and
Huntington, NY Town Coun-
il USA. In his home base, has *
#ls0 been honoured by His:
Royal Majesty, Alhaji Aliyu
Obaje, the Attah of the Igals
Kingdom, in Kogi State, Ni-

eria
The Igala National Solidar-
%y Association (INSA) has
Bestowed on Professor Gabrie!
Oyibo an Excellent Award,
Most importantly, reports re-
esntly showed that he has sev-
wrally been nominated for a
most coveted Nobel Prize in
Physics. A piece by Adeyeye
Joseph in ThisDay newspaper
o Saturday, July3 1, 2004 enti-
sed Another Nobel Laureate
% the making, compared the
fate of Oyibo 1o that of
Copernicus, another great sci-
mtist who blazed the trail six
senturies ago, According to
Soseph, “Copemicus, one of
e greatest minds medieval
Ewrope ever produced, com-
matted intellectual knmikoze
it attempt to change the
Sody of knowledge that was
e status quo then resulted in
B immolation, An immaolation
e hotal and destructive that its
smport could only be succincily
sapturcd in kamikaze; the Japa-
mesc word for the crazy and
deliberately suscidal Japancse
pilots who rammed their planes
mto LIS war ships during the
sworkd war [
‘Six eenturies after
Lopernicus’ new theory twmed

e world against him, and led

Prof. Turner Isawn, Science and Trchuvingy Minbster

to his isolation by his contem-
poraries, Nigerian bom, US -
K orattctin: Profas:

Joseph Adeyeye observed
in his piece that like his great

sor Gabriel Oyibo is treading
his path. Oyibo, like all scien-
tific cum revolutionary trail-

lazers, has come against the
walls of conventional wisdom
in his quest to supplant the old
with the new. Almost six cen-
turies after Cupvrmctu |heo-
ries domi

has only succeeded in captur-
ing the imagination of a few of

tute uchLhnu]ouy in Nigeria,
for sci h and

of his scientific books are best
sellers) and be has set up the
Institute, OFFAPIT, in New
York to promote and teach his
findings.

“Within the select, high
tech world of serodynamics,
wnd mathematical scientists in
the US, Oyibo is not entirely
unknown, It is a world domi-
nated by white, highly cercbral
muale, one with attitudes pow-
ered by outdated and unin-
farmed  stereotypes....”,
Adeyeye said, adding: “Before
his revolutionary theorems
made him a lone ranger of  sort
in this world, Oyibo proved
himself among his peers. He
became known and respected,
for the first time, for his ad-
vanced works in the field of
serodynamics. While studying
Acronautics mu! Mathematics

training of African students.
“It was however clear
within scientific circles that the
relutivity theory discavered by
Einstein, though popular, does
not represent a destination for
science, but only & route to the
grand but intricately hidden
destination, called the Unified
Field Theory or the Theory of
Everything. Albert Einstein, af-
ter discovering the relativity
theory, spent the rest of his life
toiling to formulate the unified
field theory, but he could not
until bis death. After his death,
it became the hottest race
umong different races and na-
tions of the world — America,
Britain, Russia, China, France,
Germany, and the whaole of Eu-
rope, as to which people and
individual can discover this
theory.”
4 to. Agbo, the

R lar c Insti-
tute (RP1) Troy, hm York, he
worked for four years on
NASA/AFOSR sponsored re-
search, and made several con-
tributions in aircraft design,

elusive and highly prized uni-
fiied field theory is the prize God
has given l\?;cm and Africa
through Prof Gabriel Oyibo;
the Kuut"mu borm, American |
~ based Mathematician and

'-'_m‘.l:"mmm and sero-elas- wm'ﬂll“r:f Oyibo in an inter-
L I8 s vle» has stated that if funds
C g the his equation can

achievements of Oyiba in the
face of apparent discrimina-
non. prejudice nnd weslern

pmdu:e cure for AIDS and
cancer wi Ti

the cure for AID: anduncer
can

according him the
dulnd recognition md re-
ward, the suggestion by Hon
Anthony Agbo, Ebonyi State
Commissioner for Public Utili-
ties, s instructive in this con-
text: “African Heads of state
should meet to create an inter-
national prize with financial

science and the church
Oryibo's theories are objects of
much discussion and analysis
ull over the world.

“Copernicus’ scientific
hypothesis and theories
stumped the civilisation of the
time and altered the course of
mian’s search for the unknown,
forever.... At present
Copemicus’ claim that the carth
revolves round the sun is o fact
an avernge primary school kid
casily recites. But conven-
thomal wisdom then held that
the carnth was the centre of the
universe.

“It would take years after
his demise bofore his works
were taken off the shelves
aguin, and even then, his per-
son got only a scant mention
(Twenty five yecars after
Copernicus died, Galileo took
his I|l|~l\. tomes off I|I|.
shelves and amid:
criticisms beq
world the seeds of the :mnlu
science, which we presently
enjoyy”

d the world scien-  the West's leading scientists.  value higher than the Nobel
tific establishment seems to  The rest have refused to be  Prize in which Prof. Oyibo
take hittle notice of Oyibo and convinced and preferred to should be the first winner. This
his accomplishments, even as poull pooh Oyibo's claims. prize shall 1uhleqnﬂ|lly uu
Nigeri t the emer- ding to Adeyeye, careofth
gence of another Nigerian, rl-llm ﬂ!ln give up in the face  tion in the award of the pres-
who seems poised to emerge  of the combination of eriticisms  tigious Nobel Prize.”
the winner of the world’s most  and condescension that his Agbo had written an open
coveted intellectual prize. He works have received, Oyibo  letter 1o President Obasanjo on

lnined that * the reason for  brought his unusual intellect  the implication of Oyibo's
this unusunl silence is located 10 bear on the problem. The theory to the image and iden-
in Oyibo's multifirious claim o equation he has fashioned out  tity of the African which was
fame and the prize, particularly  to solve this problem is “ a  published in The Guardian

his ground breaking GAGUT,
which like most of Oyibo's re-
cent daring scientific findings
and postulations, are carth
shaking and revolutionary. It

bination of prodigious
penmanship and a continuous
il not strenuous espousal of
his works, At the last count,
Oyibo has published several

newspaper of Saturday, Au-
gust 7, 2004, in which he also
suggested that Oyibo should
be convinced to establish an
affiliate of his OFAPPIT Insti-

cconomic sensitivity and mwe-
some political bargain. We
ihm:_mrlul wait for |=:
Wi nations Lo il
Er:u fund and reap t;necn-l
nomic henefits, It is apparent |
today that the world's most |
advanced nations could al-|
ready be con as 10 what
1o do with Prof Oyibo, He may
the Nobel

not even be given
ze because the world's great
will I‘eai“dljuldningm

ing that walked the earth, from
the stone age period to the

Pm"tiod has placed a monu-
mental prize in our hands that
could open stupendous doors
of economy and politics, The
black race could be at a critical

= Junction in our chequered his-

tory, We could be stepping into
the threshold of dignity, pride
and respect among the world
coimumnity.”

“Six centuries after Copernicus’ new theary turned the world
against him, and led to his isolation by his contemporaries,
Nigerian born, US —based mathematician, Professor Gabriel
Oyibo is treading his path. Oyibo, like all scientific cum revo-
lutionary trailblazers, has come against the walls of conven-

tional wisdom in his quest to supplant the old with the new.
Almost six centuries after Copernicus’ theories dominated
discourse in science and the church, Oyibo’s theories are
objects of much discussion and analysis all over the world.”
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f]‘ﬂuﬁﬂm take a fishing wet owt of the sea af Toumami-devasted Akkrapastui. The fishermen of
nagapattinam disirict - the worst-hit spot in India mourming almost 6,000 dead - had not fuced the
e mmm:ylnwwrmnuhu after mnnig alung the cost of southern Tndia on Brm-iﬂ-

An Avehnese child ruby her eyes av whe
Mewlaboh on Ache s west coast.

of o
are found a

2 ,mm”m. . : g it "ﬂ

Inidia, af th s of people have  Two elephanes clear debris in Indonesia s Taumami-hit city of Banda Aceh. cight days an, hingry and

fast their homes i the December 26 tsunami in munm- Avda und eastern Africa killed about [S0,000  sick survivars of the Indian Ocean tunwmi are waiting for food and medicine in growing desperation
people. v a multinational aid operation tries o reach remote fowns ravaged by the waves.
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ria: the

“Sustainable housing delivery in Nige
challenges and the opportunities”

have chosen (o spuk on

| By Chiel (Mrs) Mobolaji
homo

I!Il: lopic
Housing Delivery in Ni-

(REDAN) with the primary
concerm of active involvement

F!nuncc is also a vital

ire, Moreover, we.are ef-
couraging all qualified Nige-

whlch In; a very well estab-

and enduring system.
Funhermm we are creating
kages and targeting oppor-
tunities within the framework |
of the New Partnership for |
Africa’s  Development

(NEPAD),
i ished Ladies and

g

Gientlemen, housing delivery
requires the input of all pro- |
fessionals in the sector, Inmy |
opinion, no betier body than !

fessional insti- |

tutions with their technical |

ex in various diverse |
ficlds can assist us in trans- |
lating our huu:m; pOIicy'
lnmln . | recognize |

in particular the essen-

tial mle of the mqum in

tion and mw"l_n"il P:t \rilu:
pre-requisites for physical
planning and mdev:d,

a8 formetl = in housing delivery 1o the gen-  companent for achieving sus-  rians Lo contribute 1o the Na-
| geria: The Challenges and mwm:‘m‘:}mﬂ, erality of our citizenry atafford-  tainable housin dd.hm . Be-  tional Housing Fund, to
| Opportunities”. This is i remely vibrant, This isbe-  01€ €ost. REDAN as a key  causeof the hi which we are gL posi-
I‘mneﬁbyﬂwfmlhnhels cane belicves in the |ngl||||g[liy mdepeldmlon mew 2 ¢
sue of sustainable housing  that the housing sector has housing sector will be giventhe  credit or d capital, i ]
delivery is at the forefront of 4 major role 1o play in necessary support in housing - Sourcing funds for housing  Gentlemen, us privale-sector
our national development Jifiing the cconomy sub-  deliveryunder the varioas mass  finance I8 an im-
agenda. Housing as we all  gyunially, because of its  Bousing facilitation pro- - perative of housing deliv-  ery clnmld thrive in a con-
km_ is a fu hu- catalytic ¢ffects. It is also mmofll:'mnwmbe &mm Mmgm stricted an nmlngulm:
basic require- T P
Iy to _ship between the Public and the  fact, and in response has taken  Ministry has embarked on the
m %Lam;:hngl “m,’ S mwm Private Sector. These pro- appropriate  steps  to  exercise of examining all ex-
housing is a social responsi-  hoysing sector and the  grammes include the n ex and rel- hlmshmn:lawdmm sing
et wbeddadv Dol cccmomy a3 cloitly. o sm‘n?ié'ﬁ Ac- m:ﬁm "The Federal T«ﬁ&“&'&?m e O
3 i 3 versities. s 5
ﬁnrlishlly em mHu- articulated in the National an ; hs“ h‘:,"kﬂ ,g oy ':;v Tk ;‘l‘i 0{",“ o
| man and major inter- Mmlﬂpm;alsm‘.m the Ministry has cml (F. s the upex bank for
nlnmug:mumri;lm Imllies (NEEDS]) of the Federal Gav- g
suchasthe | G If policics af-
cnant on Economic, Sn:ul] fiecting the housing sector
and Cultural Rights and also e favourable, the sector
in the Habitat Agenda, the  comributes 10 economic de-

i i

#

e

Millennium Development
Gonln md the Jdumcﬂmrg

velopment, and conse-
quently tile gains of uw-

Develupnm y heing party
10 these instruments and dec-
larations, the Nigerian Gov-
emment has an obli o

fomic
translated into sectoral i un-

provements,
Gukledb)'lhilmionll
kol thors

“take steps by all appropriate
means” 10 ENsUTe ACCess 10 1
secure home for every citiaem.
The imperative of re-
newed attention o the reali-
zation of housing provision
for Nigerians wkes an sdded
urgency when we consider
that several million of our
cople live in inadequate
Eouiins conditions in both
our urban and rural srcas. In
the course of this address, |
Hhiecd i i

have been radical transfor-
mations and shifts in gov-
ernment policy focus for
the housing sector.
reforms range from instity-
tional, financial and
latory to improved ©
operand- of housing defiv-
ery 1o majority of Nigeri-
ans. As you are all aware,
the Federal Ministry of
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment oreated in July
-

various challenges which we
face in Ilmuﬂ:g Provision, as
well as the various opportu-
mities and possibilities avail-
able in the hcml sectar, No

had largely becn

in the pmmdwmemll ex-

ist presently, in achieving ef-

| fective housing delivery.

These mainly inclhude sccess
term

and
fces deficiencics, availability
of nffordable bulldlns ma:-

rials, necess 10
 cilitics and the largely unco-
| ordinated institutional ar-

the
commitment and responsi-
bility of the administration
fo translate Government's
housing policy objectives
into tangible benefits for
the clllunqr by ensuring

moﬂmd.lmddﬂgnu
as very important profes-
sional partners in the imple-
mentanon of the new Hous-
ing Policy of Govemment.
| am not however unaware
of the limitations and chnll-
lenges which you currently
J’mufn pursuing your profes-
sional activities by way of
obsolete equipment and in-
struments, insufficient fund-
ing and, an ineffective insti-
tutional framework. We are
tw dinlogue with you
Mg solutions 1o these
roblems, For instance |
now that the last National |
Adlas of Nigeria and most of
over

information lmnn ﬁlgiul

Bank of Nigerbe (PARN)

pmmmed 1o operate solely

that “All {irre-
spective of class and status)
own or have access 10 de-
cent, safe and sanitary
housing accommadation at
aﬁumle costs”, The new
pobicy on Housing recog-
nizes a shift from direct
construction of houses for
sale 1o the public by gov-

viding muass housing for Ni-
gerians, through private
sector real estate develop-
ers, and on the basis of

been identified, pllm!ui f"."

readiness for allocation to pro-
speclive estate de\rclupel‘i
Some of the locations are in

Abujs, Lagos, Kaduna, Por-
Harcourt, Awka, Yenagon,
Benin City, Abeokuta and

nnul.on ﬂwqu

gy
‘i!::empr uluulmund nneﬁ:|

bie for F?!BN 1o extend its
frontier of lending operations
wmlnﬂemmﬂm

delivery such as
'ﬂse_llED.\N.

and
lf all these key
have lm 0

Tabons
tives.

for
ested developers and i

funds ot

This is one area where the in-

Pt of your professional body,

esl rales, mlmmmdehv
ery lcuvmn would hedlre-

Distinguished Ladies

in

1 let me

Obasanjo’
May 1999, a series of reforms
hvv been embarked upon

rupclﬂngﬂ
greater heights mlﬁ‘:hl:

_ comity of nations. These re-
" forms are also meant to be of
immense benefit 1o all Nige-
rians in the short and long
terms, thit our eitizency
would not live a life of

‘and hardship, but a life of
sbundance an~ security
which will Tead to the crea-
ton of a buoynnt economy
and the general sustainable
d:vﬂqmem of Nigeria,

uihn!ecmgumuf
lile mfmn agenda s the in-

creasing, awnreness and
| nificant developments in®

and Gentl

iefly take the
e
T
impact on ing wec-
lnf.“m‘(]m':mm:m huum-dr
some notable institutional
reforms, which should lev-
eruge the 1w deliver

houses more iently. In
line with the pri

vestment Act 1962, Land Use
Act 1978, Institu-
tion Act 1989, the Federal

also awareof' n%u lbr

a National Pcrm l

ing and mapping as well a

National e
ing Agency - the Bill o

|;'Mcll Tunderstand is

bofrs the Netiomal Asmcee

Insurance Trust Act 1993,
Federal Mnr%lgc Bank of
Nigeria Act 1993, the Invest-
meent and Securities Act 1999
ITI"_ﬂMlllwnl‘ll.PlhEt 2002,

you
o over-

il the new Na-

ies in the built envi

come into play since you all
have specialized roles 1o per-
form in achieving housing de-
livery. | therefore enjoin you to

meﬂul'hnmms =y
To runlwr demanstrate
hip, the

tional Hy Policy of Gov-

Federal Gm’emllenl has also

o your

b‘:l'!luclplomllmf

tion in these worthy

tures.
Another notable area of re-

form in the housing sector is in

the arca of o clmlidmg
ials. T and

ivatization

policy and quick dv.llvu)rof
services, acti n the
housing sector wnuhl
henceforth be private-sec-
tor diven und facilitated Il!{
iy o maadey o

Ll

mmwm would make
the housing sector invest-
mﬁm g\s facilitate
overmment

has lm formation of
li“ Real

Estate Developers
intion of Nigeria co

of fringe benefits for all Civil
Servants with effect from
January 2004. Under this new

"We have also expanded
our drive for sustainable
delivery beyond our

4k rrirt4 rimbsinr

mll‘fibrlnhnéummlbte
housing sector, | enjoin you

all to join the train and ml-
laborate with my Ministry in
building strong and sustain-
able cities which we will all
bep!wdnl:'l'hhindulym

s
and finsncial assistance from

reform package,
u::ommud.allun for Civil
Servams has been monetized
at 100% of their annual hasic
salory. The reform’s ultimate

Ma-
terials Producers Association of

_‘, is to irn

Nigeria (BUMPAN) in March
s year was speatheaded by
my Ministry, in collaboration
with the now defunct Presiden-

g Civil
Servants while still i W

friendly G with
well established systems o
nS5ISL iN VIFIOUS ACas, Sm
cifically we have approac

MU&MMM’M"
through its Department o
Hnmmgand Urbuu Develop-

and to minimize the fear of
homelessness after retire-
Illﬂll We are also

tinl & o on
Lklmnwalepmmm s
IlishuptdmmN

1 our people |
whu are Inehhu up 10 us, as |
well as the nnmmmuom
of Nigerians, May God help |
us in our guest.

Being addresy drfi’vrn'lf
!«)'.'hrh-u?dmﬂenmhmnf
howsing and wrban develop-
3::'-0. s.:::lm speaker on

ﬂl’
of the 2004 ﬁ-f

in a
and se!f-wﬂmnmg housing
delivery system. We are also
secking assistance for the
modernization and compu-
mmmlrfﬁr:uwdhg
try a8 well ns

‘all Land Registries in

.’mu investiture ceremony of

the Nigerian !u.ﬂimmn qf
surveyors, held at the |
NI Hotel, Abuga.
Chief (Mry) Mobolaji
Osoma, Hanowrable minis-
teraf mmnl

A

I.inn ofbuil&l' nlllurll:dl:‘u

Nigeria
from the UK
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Pu re water sachets generate

Percent Lag

30 per
cenl of wastes

0 51
10 the pure witer syndrome,
which has become a house-
hold name all over the coun-

try.

Aceording to the Chiel
Executive of the Lagos Stale
covironmental enforcement
outlit,  Kick  Againg
Indiscipline, (KAT) Hola Ilﬂn
the inability of the materi
with which the water w‘m
aged to decay, has

| o constinste a mefor problerm
; Iu waste management in the

Spm with newsmen
lnhi.:: aoel"l':e. Tori llni:?l:l‘
W mmu o
" commodity had 1o mili-
tate agains the efforts of the
sate government to combat

Stnrles by (umide
Bajulalye Corregpondent
{lagus)

Alilsosho Local Govern-

et said if the war against

filth must be warn in the

state NAFDAC hais 1o or-

der repackaging of the
otduct,

“NAFDACh

0Ss waste

water, since the price of the
commindity hid increased.

Accarding 1o him
NAFDAC has to move in now
fer ank the manufisciurers 1o in-
crease the quality of their pack-
aging materials to muke if bio-
degradable

“Thist will belp the state a
lot, 1f you visit wrduwlmeu

wito 1 and do something

with the manufacturing,
e

a major problem in this

im?t?" NAP g‘ musl tell

them to change

ing. The nylon whlg

The former exectitive sec-
retary of the defunct

lori argued that the
now had no

reason nol to source for

other matcrials 1o package

International summits
over Tsunami holds Jan

k wo intemational sum
1 mits are scheduled 1o
hold this month wimed

at brain storming on the way
1o avoid mounm of the

Mwlln af small Island
forum, it was

;llh!lvd will discuss eli-
matic change and sea level |

which
week which claimed thou-
sands of lives and propertics
i southern Asian and par of
Aliica countries.

The summit is shed for
Thursday &, in Indonesin
meeting ohjective
e reconstruction
of the disaster-hit Indian
Ocean reglon as well ay col-
lection of ndditional and, Mr.

you will P‘wnh,

tude of the problens
pure water sachets 1o Ligos en-
e cxplid the e prb-
c
Imnummlylhmu&deuyhn
that any material it stands on
would also ot decay, thus pos-

ing a great problem for the en-

tire waste management pro-
mum of the state govern-

m
was not restricted (o the
dumpsites alone but also ex-
tends o even the waters that
surround the state, “if you go to
the occan lines and see what
pure water hn done 1o the
ocean Nnm, nl pny this

a?!"whllm hppmlnw

"!I i not only waters. The
drainages are blocked. And

ot of the Mooding we are hav- |

g in the state if you look at it
contr

have decayed. But IIR
pure water nylon would be
there.” The wtate,
mbmnﬂ: o mwm»
attained the iechnological lovel

problem llori added |

"""?u- progeivey e

m-u.wm lmi!m Il“lﬁom

New Lagos road to boost
socio-economic activities -Controller

!Ll::wn'ucﬂnn of mlﬁ

Lagos outer nng

recentl roved by project.
the I m« Coun-

cil hay been described as a
major project which would
boast socio-cconomic activi
ties in

The
| Works in Lagos State, Dr.
Adedolapa Adenijl who stated
this in an Imm:rt:l“* C;I;
cormespondent on y al
Binted that its design
:unl:ludertim\vllhm the firi
quarter of this vear.

Adeniji sald that the min-
uluel‘ Works, Chief Adescye

Anwarul Ch hurg of

United Nations dischosed,

While & fhe im-
poct of Tuunami (fast tidal
waves caused by cart
wudden cruption or slide

The word “T

in ather such as son-

| ingnrwm

and
mnd.r recommendations. for
| the construction of the roed

Controller of

contrary to speculations that
he was ot in suppon of the

He said the road which
would take off from the Ni-
gerian Ports area in A
and terminates near Ibafo
along the Lugos - Thadan Ex-
pressway, would scrve as casy
access for heavy duty vehi-
cles and tankers onm:ymr

higles would o longer have
any bisiness passing through
the Lagos mlrupulin when
coming or going outside the
state as they would have o di-+
rect access 1o their destina.
tions using the ouler ring
o

Adeniji noted that the ac-
tivities of the vehickes sccount
r’_f‘r most of the mu:nnlnl‘

ucts meant for viher states

be  from Apapa.

According o him, cises
of comtainers frequently fall-
ing on the road and causing
serious trallic o

gestions being experi-

enced daily bf molnmu

nround Apapa, llom

et Avenue, Ikarodu M
Apege Motor road and the

Toll gate end of the Lagos-

Thadan

would be greatly reduced
when the road i completed,
e said the heavy

Architects trade words s over huildmg plan approval

Poet-Hircoun based
sign’ expert, Flmcls

Illwu » disagreed

walcr ]
Island developing states he
naid Mnldwﬂ "'ll{h hins

Iivnu L waves generted by
or volcanic

W
nomic
hias now

ack: stati
Tundreds

aver the yeam
o werious set-
that a pation of
of small tounist re-

Earlicr, the UN Chief has
expressed shock and de-
ired ut the boss of lives and
neries
WavEs

on
of earthy
in the Western pacific und In-
dian Ocean in recent times.
“Destruction af lives and
property to the low lying
coastal sres onee avn Tigh-
bghln the vulncuh ity of the

nlln. H: J\lkul paointed

cent mishap had nothing 10 do
with vaganes of the
as an eanhquake ranlting
from a mther violent interac-
thom i

duce when the sea floor sud-
denly deforms and vertically
displaces the underlying
wilier,

coloyists had said the
el b i e

i
:
?_

br. F-.wmmumu.da:

| cummmmrmukmlunp-

prove building plans.

Accarding 1 Patrick,  pro-
fessional o are by Imn
training receptive 1o differem
Idm no luullcr how shocking

0 others. De-

ﬂ'" claim by Dr. Femi

tects huve misused the

owuumhyqu nnuh:vn plans by
1 st

Eulier. Pntn:k s
potnted out that architects are
governed by a code af |
sional conduct which they
could enlist the assistance of
the socicty including Dr.
Olomo to enforce sdding thar
if he has been fullowing is-
sues that there bs & minning
cuie in court being pros-
cctited by ARCON of s quack

how the board policies and
intentions are (o be carry out,

Drawing dn.pnrlly be-
tween the own planner fune- |
tion and architeet, Elikwn |
sand the former is primarily
concemed with local (land
use planning) stage which in-
volves desnled layout of the
varipus rones of an urban
plan such areas include rexi-
dential neighbou

He said the aperation
vods hud taken off in
the Mtuﬂdu&hduedlhll the

nnd.ﬁmnn fixing of all |
identified bad portions on
fedemnl ronds in the state this

Adeniji also said addi-
tonal lanes would be can-
structed by the federal gov-
crmment this year on all dual
carriage ways in the state ndd-
inge that the expanshon hoctime
nr:cmry in order to make
them last longer.

He hli.nlmll l-hle pot-hales
developing on os-Ota |
roid, three moni ML'

taking ill P
S

rthoods,
dusarial, umimdmlwllml.

seven lange and many small |
moving slabs or plates.
These tectonic plates are |
about 50 miles thick, move |
relatively me:‘,mm
un average o inches

year. Sounding a wam}:l“; J

note o Nigeeta that it is not
entirely immune from such
occurrence based on the
Tt
The line of fault
ing African plnu and ||
America

clemm\tummw s West
Africa profusi ence on |
under water quakes along
the fault would produce |
Tsunarmis that will be more |

Aullulhnndpn*lﬂy
wimmmhphnx
ged the tsuniami

: ing to West Africa
coostline | lhn its South |
America

m‘l’w!anlc unﬁnlku |

umhl..t‘llhe‘ the water |
M#ﬂhﬂ-]
rium bevel. : |

vested in them o endorse plans

Fllrlcl uid "rhyswlr

with their sign and archi-
tect council regt of Nij-

gerin (ARCON) seal, Elikwu
pointed out that ARCON seal

| docs not foreclose abuse or rule

wln:hb?du mim“:
p«ml process is bcllwﬁne 10

Thu I’mbelwmlhem

wwu}mnmmlﬁ

rones with

Toulcs mlb’mu ln:uia hm‘d net- |
works inclusive. It is through
this local phin that the general I

"lnnlnm'
pressure on il

He said, “The road was
old and it needed 1o be recon-
structed. The sphalt overlsy |
wcm‘tudmnrmmm
due W i i pressure on |

policies md broad pmj.mal |
in the

1t primary focus is to harmo-
niw the mﬂmm"orm
ple ina nathon i

overall dlnlrl:)‘lllﬁ ol the
mnlalhn (demographic)
Hes by considering the

o8 & result
of Olomaola’s

! location of its
| towands

| mised by the Lagos State Chap-
ter of Nigeria Institute of Archi-
lec:‘tN:i::l durinT n mnu}}
visit 1o manager o

the Lagos plan-
ming authority wait 1o as-
| eertain whether architects

tainable deve!

his.

state, 1 and urban
plans are detailed out to guide
the public and prmru land
developers, Patnck said add-
ing that the town planer -
thority covers wide range of
building set backs, density,
coverage and

Ellltwu

Sﬂl'ﬂﬂ
ﬁl’ﬂpﬂlﬂtui:ﬂll hrvmyclb-
h!uplpluttn {

ent on an

regarding

to the fact that be really un-
derstand land topography ino
Elikwu called on his fel-

) of  better |

-

aﬂm&uﬂnm|

“E?iellld :

new were
M'WJ:m.lncrd m‘\m«ld
of drainages and uldllmnnl |
:;:n in order to strengthen |

The Controller said the |
lkejn end of the road which
was recanstrucied by
Jnllus Herger few

ago
was able o stand ltll!l.i'
time hecause additional lanes |

0
traffic congestion within |
llorodu metropolis, wim'
m

—
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Praily Trose

anyun sociely
altracted immense
fram

\dml:l\ throughout the year,
with major local and
international presses
publishing books and jourmal
urlicles on topics mnging
from Kenyan history to wrban
hip hop (aboul our good
discos later  in  this
conyersation)

And despite complaints
about  school 1exibook
velting, the sense of hope
ushered in by the end of the
imtellectially stifling Kanu
dictutorship in Decerber 2002
and Norc's rise o power s
|beginning to bear fruit on the
cultural scene. Local
publishers stopped mark-
timing and released major
|books, and various editors
say they have new titles lined
(up for release in 2005,

Sasa Sema Publications
[brought out pre-unit sctivity
{hooks, an area that is largely
incglected  despite  its
‘contribution in “catching
Kenyans young” into a
(reading culture. The titles arc
Moki and Monki and Njeri
| Visits Girandmother.

Child-centred, the books
seek 10 empower kids to be
‘active participants in the
creation of the text. Sasa Sema

also published a Swailisiory,

Kobale, by Ruth Wairimu.
Shaka Zulu by Stanley
Cinzemba appeared in their
Lions series which prescots

Mctionalised versions of

' African heroes' biographics
Their previous biographies
linclude Jomo Kenyatia's,

of each essay by difTerent
experts, where the name and
affiliation of the writer don't
appear the essays
aspessed, This way, the
editors will avoid publishing
subitandard essays and also
st a good examiple of ethical
scholarship and cultivate
among

an

respectability
students

The publication of the
creative-writing  journal
Kwani? remains the year's
most innovative lisorary event
Although this year's edition
was not as strong ss last
year's (no equivalent of
Adhinmbo Owuor s haunting
Weight of Whispers), the
2004 issuc has some good
verse and cartoons, not to

mention the rucier back
teasers,

Farmal af the A Legacy of Honour by President ilusegun
Mﬂhmnmmmahmmmmmw

ah M je¢, Dedan
Kimathi's, Katana Ngala's,
Mohammed Amin's, and

o

Husegun Dbasanjo af the Abaja Sheraton

President, presenting the book Piv: Kesnedy Oyl

One critic says that the  quite active. They began the ' fight {provide  Kanogo es in Affican an incisive study guide on the
group’s monthly open-mic ::ar with the release of for her family. m.m Womanhood in Colonial novel , |
readings ot Kengeles (near  explosive poctry by Stephen by  Ngumi Kibera is, Kenya (2004; in press) the Jacques Derrida died in
the YaYa Centre) “go from  Partington (SMS & Face to  dccordingto Phoenix editors, patriarchal control of women  October,  prompling & I
strength to strength.” Bettes,  Face), Eric  Mwangi abxut Shaza's corcfree ways by denying them phynul complaint in the Press by
the group says it's planning  (Harvesting Gold) and that lead him 1o be infected  social md | Slqhﬁl 1 -Kenya's
to move into new-blood  Kinuthia Murugu (Feelings, with the Aids virus. P 4 in 41 =t tintle
writing workshops in the New  Just Feelings). The haltmark Internationally, major March, Kanogo's book also controversial,  literary
Year to inject youth and  of these collections is the use books on Kenya are expected  celebrates the means women  commentator - E"“' our
compliment (not counter”)  of simple language to 1o enter the marketearly inthe  put in place to overcome the l:hﬂ_‘ll:i '."."“ t read
older arfists, But, 10 avoid  apprehend ordinary poople’s  ¥ear. These include David - obstacles. ~ Demida’s writing or the new

y squabbling, complex i A s Histories of the The return 1o Kenya in d-;-grrgsdwplmulamn
they should be more Tips "to  overcome Hanged: The Dirty War in  August of veleran novelist ~ criticism since the 1980,
giressive in pressi Kenya and the End of the Ngugi wa Thiong’o from 22 Derrida, an Algerian-bom |
the young and the old, Phacnix later published  Empire (2005), Published by years of exile enjoyed grewt  French philosopher, is best |
especially when there's Stress in Daily Life by Norton, the 320-pago book  suppost from the public but kiows  for  _lha
something to be eaten. renowned psychiatrist D detalls the atrocities visited  was marred by an atiack on  “deconstruction theory” - a

Jored Angira's collection  Frank Njenga, in wi he  upon Kenyans by the British hmﬂﬂhﬁmk:“m‘_n way of reading ummme
of poetry, Lamentof the Silent,  offers tips on how 1o in the 19505, Authorisation for I:r_ulul assault in which his  text to reveal its hidden
was released by East Afican  overcome depression in such policies, the Oxford  wife Njeri was mped (matter m".".".‘“' ll-lmugh cmrm_
Educational  Publishers  different  family  and University professor of in court) didn’t damp ¥ g o

Jongsid lawian David fessional contexts, They  African Studies says, came Nigugi's love for his country. Derrida was on the pancl
Rubadiri's. An African also brought out Operation from the highest reaches of  He visited again in November that interviesed Ngugi for his

Thunderstorm and Other

Bikdad Koggia's. Accordi

to publisher Lila Luce,
Jaramogi Oginga Odinga’s
biography will come out in

The second issue i two
years of the half-yearly
Nairobi Journal of Literature
seame oul in July, The editors
ishould however consider
ladopting & more rigorous
Ft'(.‘l-r\‘\'lt.'“ Process,

Poems i her. Angim's
poems sound disillusioned
with many things, including
what one poem calls “the
multiparty confusioncracy.
Referning to revolutionaries
like South African Alex la
Guma, the poctry foresces a
time when oppressive forees
“will lie down in styleDead,
dead, cold silent,”

Phoenix publishemn were

Kamaliza by Munro Katui, a
novel about the kidnap of 1da
Hansen, the six-year old
daughter of an Eldoret-based
South African business

The editor, Karinki
Wangai, says we should
expect more titles in 2005,
Among thern is a pew tithe by
David G. Maillu. Emtitled
Precious Blood, the novel is
about Katilo's determination

Internationally, major books on Kenya are expected to enter

the market early in the year. These include David Anderson’s
Histories of the Hanged: The Dirty War in Kenya and the
End of the Empire (2005). Published by Nerion, the 320-
page book details the atrocities visited upon Kenyans by the

British in the 1950s,

Authorisation for such policies, the

Oxford University professor of African Studies says, came

ifrom.the NGRETE

DhEs of theBritish governaent.

the British government.

A fortheoming book that
is similarly critical of the
British coloninl practices is
Imperial Reckoning: The
Uintold Story of the End of the
Empire in Kenya (2005) by
Caroline Elkins, o Harvard
professor  of  history.
Published by Henry Holt, the
406-page book says the
British war to suppress the
fight against colonialism m
Kenya was the bloodicst in
colonial history.

Another forthcoming
ook likely 1o cise ripples is
Divid Willinm Cohen and 5.
Anieno Ovdhiambo’s The Risks
of Knowledge (2004, in
press). Revolving around the
ivestigntions into the death
of Robett Ouke, the book

il history
d

For her part, Tobitha

to seize and reclaim his
position as a Kenyan son of
the soil.

East African Educational
Publishers released Ngogi's
Gikuyu lunguage epic,
Murogi wa Kagoogo (Wizan
of the Crow), and a new essay
of his on indigenous
Ianguages was published in
Genius of Language: Fifteen
Writers Refleet on their
Maother Tongues (2004),
which is edited for Pantheon
by Wendy Lesser.

Dreath stalked the literary
world to claim the best.
Gichora Mwangi, an
inMuential volce in Kenyan
theatre and & talented poct,
died on September 24, Dr
Mwnngi was 35 Mulk Raj
Anand pan
September 28, |
Irefian writer is
Kenya for his novel Codlie
which: was  stodied  In
secondary selicols in the
19805 Withome Mutali wrote

current job at the University
of California, Irvine. Playing
on words and joking regularly
about the most serious of
issues, Derrida taught us 1o
tum texts on thesr head, over-

read everything, collapse the
supposed!y opposed
“popular”
~ writing .

wos e whle fo read
newer writers who are

i tirough the
erary studics
* canonical gurus.
mischievous
deliriously

obscure, Derri theory is
known in Kooy through the
writings of Prolessor Peler
Amuka of Mol University, a
thore going
decopstn whr light-

stes modem

heartedly 11l

| frica Ares,
Culture and | ntertalnment,




igerian
-t Chimamanda Ngozi
Adichie’s  first

*1 to people, tweni

| gquiet but - maore than quie

THE

author

novel, Purple Hibiscus, has
rv:ccwcd much critical ac-
, having been short-
sted for the Orange Prize
and long listed for the Booker
Prize. Adichie recently com-
| pleted her master's degree in
| ereative writing st Johns
Hopkins University, and now
splits her time between Ni-
gerin and the United States,
After a In:l, reading in a

By Norah Vawter

intercsting for me as well. |
read her in o particular way,
and it's fascinating for me to
listen to some people in how
they read her in an entirely
different way. 1 guess it’s the
magic of literature. But some
people arc frustrated with her.
They find her oo knowing,
and | didn’t find her so know-
g wtall,

1" mice 1o hear somebody
who gets the book. Kambili
I who will not do

When did you al:m wril-
ing Purple Hibiscus?

She suid she staned writ-
ing in 2001 when she was in
her senior vear of college.

“1 was twenty-four, It's
such a cliché, but jmy age]
reailly doesn’t have much to
do with the rumber, Now that

| this book is out, I'm con-

stantly resenting being

¥ labeled the “young writer.’ |

didn't write Purple Hibiscus
because 1 was young. When
people label you as young,
there's the baggage that
comes along with it “Maybe
she got published because she
WilS %0 YOHIng,
about the work.

isn't that young, ™

I think this concept of
coming of age is really & myr-
keting tool, | sometimes don't
quite pccept that label of com-
ng of nge, because that's not
how | see it. So when you say
the farmily story, that's closer
o what § thindk it is. 1 was im-
portant for me that she well the
story, because | wanted it to
be a story that was told in
1
wanted o leave some things
unsaid for the reader. For that
to happen, | needed a narra-
tor like Kambili who has
every reason to tell the story
in this muted form, because
she's traumatized and she's
:hy and she's weak.™ But she

anything neredibly dmmatic,
she just won'L. But clearly she
knows she's daing something
she knows her father won't be
pleased with. She's doing it
quictly, which is her style.”
Speaking about the book,
the author observed “the
magical thing about Purple
Hibiscus is that many times
the charucters did things that
o - S

Wole Soyinka
surprised me, When | tell this
to some of my friends, they
say, "'Oh god, you writers are
crazy. You wrote the bloody
book,” explaining, however,
that she remained emotionally
detached from the writlen-

ibed the k as
debatable, saying but she's
traumatized, It's something
that 1 did consciously, be-
cause it would have been a
very different story if Jaja had
told it, for instance.”
Adichie spoke of her style
of writing the book, identify-
ing that it was in multiple per-

about family,

“I felt that 1 was a step
removed. 1 felt that 1 was an
observer, that | was peering
through the window. | often
felt that, With Kambili, |
watched her, and 1 also
marveled at how different |
was l'mm her mld how |

as a bad futher. | imagined
him as a complicated man, a
complicsted father. He clearly
adores his children [and] is
fiercely protective of them. |
think he's turned out the way
he is because-well, | don'y
know. [t's up to the reader.
But his isn't easy cruelty, that
is, cruelty for cruclty s sake,
He's not someone who's got
a cigaretie and puts it out on
his child’s skin because he's
had a bad day. It doesn’t be-
come good and bad-it be-
comes, from Kambili's point
of view, helpful and less help-
ful. There's something that
her father gives her that those
[other father] characters
don't. She loves her futher
differenly.

The differences between
goosd and bad or helpful and
less helpful seem 1o be mir-
rored by the diff inher

ARTS - 11 E AR]'S"_""B-IE Ams
- Author explores faith and country

in acclaimed new novel

sense. Yes, but we are the
ones observing him, and we
can see that this is wrong. It's
sort of like the people that do
horrible things in God's
name, and their actions seem
right 1o them.”

Speaking on the father's
religious beliefs affecting the
story, she said “I didn't want
to explain oo much in the
book. | think that Eugene’s
story 15 like so many in my
father's generation, who had
the first contact with the mis-
sionanies. 1 think it was dis-
astrous, 11 you wanted to go
10 school, you had to become
Christian.

This is what Achebe’s
work deals with too, You
prove what a good Christian
you are by showing us how
much you hate your own peo-
ple's customs, In Achebe's
work he had cf

father's public and private

life. Adichie spoke on  the
importance of public and the
private spheres in the book *

1 think we're all like that.
It's funny, when we think
about it. We're not just com-
plex. We're irrational. There

going
to kill the sacred python,
which is never done, to prove
how Christian they were 10
the missionaries, | think with
Eugenc it wasn't just that the
pricsts were kind 1 him and
helped him. They mught him
a faith that came with self-
hate. Perfection can destroy
you"

She spoke on the religious
perspective of Purple Hibisue
“1don’t think God has 1o be a
book that it is about the
Catholic Church or 1slam.
‘When a book is, ina very sub-
tle way, about goodness and
Justice, . that is also
about God. Over all, Purple
Hibiscus is not so much about
religion as about being spir-
itual,

That's the point 1 hoped
people would get, but there
are Africans who are very
angry with me that animism
and Christianity can even be
equated. People are very an-
gry about that because in their
eyes, Christianity is far supe-
rior.”

Severnl ideas prompred
her to write *1 think the first

arc people, like the father fig-  thing that came to my head
ure, who outside their homes  was the idea of Jaja, narrator
are pillars of the Lummunll}. Kambili's brother, not going
and inside behuve diffi and that caus-

Hut in his case, | don't think
it's a contradiction because
both behaviors stem from the
same thing-this need 1o do
right. Outside the home, this

spectives “no. 1t just came in do the things that
the first person, and | liked it~ she did.”
g hing comies [smissing the observa-

- and it doesn’t work, and you

Keriorw it just isn’t in the right
Torm, But the novel just came
in the first person in this quict
voice, and it worked, and |
never rethought the decision ™

She spoke of the Kambili
character further “1 don’t
think Kambili is weak. It's

tion that here scemed 1o be
several father figures-the fa-
ther;, Eugene, the grandfather,
Papa Nnukwa, and pcmmp\
the priest, Father Amad
inge that there are no mol
u good father and a bad fa
ther in the book

1 didn’t imagine | Fugene]

Iates into publishing this
newspaper, which talks ahout
injustice and the need for jus-
tice. Inside the home, this
drives him to hit Kambili,
because he needs to show her
the nght way. The need 1o do
right makes him punish his
wifie, because she needs 1o
kenow the right way 1

S0, from his perspective,

et

everything he does makes
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Chinwa Achebe

ing something huge in the
house. The second thing was
the idea of the communion
giving lajn bad breath, be-
cause that was just so silly,
and 1 knew that it needed 10
e juxeapessid with the drme
My brother once said in
church thit it gave him bad
breath, o he stopped going
e communion for a while. |
started to think about not go-
inge to communion oo, Afler
church you stand up and hug
people, and 1 think he was
worried that there would be o
wirl behind us who would
smell his had breath.

Adichie does not have o
schedule for writing “1 don’t
have u schedule, I'm always
amazed ot writers who need
1o light o candle or something.
I like to write on the train,
Sometimes | like 1o write at
night. Whenever I'm alone
and the house is silent. | need
o know that | have the time
o write, that | have the whole
dhay. That's probably also why
1 work best at night, because
Iknow that | don’t have to go
anywhere at 3:00 in the mom-
ing, or take care of my
nephew, or cook for any-
body."

Silence is very important
in her writing “the kind of lit-
erature | love has a lot of si-
lence, The power of the things
left unsaid. 1 think really Pur-

ple Hibiscus is about Kambili
finding ber voice.”

She spoke also of how
much promotion of the books
has done in Nigeria, her home
country “because the book is
going to be published in Ni-
gena next month, | did a few |
promotional readings. This |
wonderful woman who owns
a private library she set up
herself asked mie 1o come and
meet students and talk 10
them. For some reason, | just |
expecied they would be stu-
dents from the good schools,
who would be very neat and
wear uniforms and ties, and
be very comfortable with
computers. They weren't
They were kids from low-in-
come schools where the uni-
forms are not all entirely neat
or chean. | sat there and read
to them. First | read a Nige-
rian children's book, and then |
I read the story that Papa
Nnukwa tells about the tor-
toise and why he has a
cricked shell. We did a ques-
tion and answer. | was so im-
pressed by them, and how
eager they were. Sometimes
I get so stupidly emotional,
you wouldn't believe, and |
‘was almost in tears. These are |
kids who have nothing. Afler- |
ward we did the writing con- |
Im. and | judged their wri
I
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Adichie does not have a schedule for writing “I
don’t have a schedule. I'm always amazed at writ-

ers who need to light a candle or something. I like
to write on the train. Sometimes I like to write at
night. Whenever I’'m alone and the house is silent.

I need to know that I have the time to write, that I
have the whole day. That’s probably also why I
work best at night, because I know that I don’t have

to go anywhere at 3:00 in the morning, or take care

of my nephew, or cook for anybody.”
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“» PEOPLES DEMOCRATIC PARTY <>

POWER TO THE PEOPLE

Motto: Justice, Unity and Progress
National Seeretariat: Plot 1970 Wadata Plaza Micheal Okpara Street, Wuse Zone 5, Abuja. Tel: 09-5232569,5233429, Fax: 09-5231299

STATE O F PDP ACCOUNTS

In the last few days a lot of frivolous allegations about Party
finances have made the headline in many NEWSpapers. Ordinarily [~
one is tempted to ignore all the allegations and 10ns since
they are baseless. ¥ '

However, in order not to allow the mahc}oﬁsﬁnt’entlons of the [*
authors hold sway we wish to state for the record as follows;

* That the NWC had earlier submitted the full audited accounts =
(2001-2003) of the Party to NEC

» That the External Auditors of the Party arc Al
Withams (@ Co.
That INEC has also audited our accounts.
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Party accounts to be set up by NEC submits its report. |
Thank you.

o |

Signed

AThnit TTmans B aomnta T assrar
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National Treasurer
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'l which was sold to farmers at

nesday, .

who Air has diverted
two of its aircraft to
mnspont tranded in-

tending FCT pilgrims 1o Saudi

Arabia for the 005 Hajj, the
News Agency of Nigeria
[NAN) reporta.

Alhaji Salitu Ashara, Di-
rector, FCT Pilgrims Welfare
Board, told NAN in Abuja
that the decision to engage
Kaba air followed the inabil-
ity of IRS 1o perform.

& Abaji area council budgets

IRS was originally con-
tracted to transport pilgrims
from FCT among others, o the
holy land, but the pilgrims had
been stranded in camp since
Tuesday due 1o inability ol IRS
to provide aircrafi

“IRS has failed 1o make
planes available, so, 1 and the
Director, Directorate of Pil-
grimmes A s mct with the Min-
ister of State for Foreign Af-
fnirs, Alhaji Abubalkar

N1 billion for 2005

he chairman of the
Abaji area council has
P said that it has

biidgeted over N1 billion for
(s capital and current
expenditure for the year 2008,
. Chairman of the Aroa
| Council, Alhaji Mohsmmed
Loko, addressing
‘hewsmen in his office, said
that of the amount budgeted
 for, N493 million s for current

+ for capital expenditure. Alhaji
{Loko said that since

- | assumption of office on May
3%, 2004, his Council

. herited a linbility of N22
—-million with activity in the
“Area Council at a standstill

| lintil they sat done to map out
|slral=|iu of addressing the

z T‘he Maljl Area Council
airman  listed the
hievements of  his

n&n:mulrllm 1o include the |
of

From Nasie Invam,
Property & Environment Kdiior |

or water, however said that
presently 3 kilometres of
township roads have been
constructed with drainages
and street  lights  to
complement them,

Comtract for the drilling |
of borehale, Alhaji Loko said,
i in progress in Pandagi and
the low cost housing estate |
in the town, in addition to the |
purchase of & brand new |
water tanker for the Niko
Community.

Construction
for stealin

worker of the Major
Stanley Construc-
ion  Company,
Abuja, one Auun .Iuhnm

mmmmnl’f:mlm

= | a subsidized rate, in addition

11" 1o the rehabilitation of clinics,

the purchase of agro

4 chemical sprayer, and the
refurbishing of three tractors.

In the area of education,

Alhaji Loko said that the sum

: jof N& million have been
ed for scholarship for

students from the Area
‘! Council, with students on
like

special  courtes

inecring, medicine, etc. to
ive N25,000 each, arts
L% 1 stiidents to received N20,000
=

le centificate students are
ceived N 10,000 each.
£ In addition, the Chairman
sgid the Area Council
Iﬁmc‘l a primary school to
| Government Girls"
lege in the territory, while
.uuhc same time construction
al severnl classroom blocks

z‘f’ in progress in several

n'!'!.ml- within the Area
Cumx,ll

J+=Alhaji Loko said empha-
| mwould be laid on girl-child
= education with emphasis laid
o by compulsory education for
" [Bmales who would benefit

- finp a free compulsory boar-

“ding which is expected to
:nuh-nl such girls from
Biing in the daytime.
The Abaji Area Council
qus.umhomuhhum the
o b ption of his admini-
§ @iflion there was no light,

| hymAhpCh{chlwnu

sitting in Jabi, 'for stealing the
sum of N95,000 in the room
of one Flying Officer of the
Nigeria Air Force (NAF) at-
tached to NAF Camp, Abuja,
one [bori.

The prosecution told the
court that the accused person
broke the door into the
complainant's room when he
went to the office. |

According to the pros-
ecutor, the complainant re-
ported the matter 1o Lugbe
police station on December |
24, 2004 at about 4,00 pen and
the sccused gave the sum of

Tanko, and it was decided
that Kabo should be invited
1o assist,” Ashara gaid

He said that the first
batch of 492 pilgrims from
FCT left in o Kabo aircraft
carly oduy and that the sec-
ond flight is expected 1o have
taken off iomormow.

NAN gathered that before
now the pilgrims had already
been issued with IRS tickets,

“We have decided to re-
trieve the TRS tickets from the

| pilgrims and issue them with

Kabo tickets, but we will rec-
oncile them later,” Ashara
said.

NAN recalls that on Dec,
28, IRS Airline, one of the two
air carriers contracted for the
2005 Hajj, had sccused the
Nigerin Civil Aviation Author-
ity (NCAA) of delaying its
participation in the exercise.

“We could not com-
mence Hajj operations yester-

| dny because the NCAA re-

fused our aircraft entry into

the country,” IRS chairman |

| Rabiu Rabiu, had said.

Rabiu blamed IRS" inabil- |

worker caned
g N95,000

Abdulwahab

:’im!f&uﬁﬁt
pay the wmplumanllhewm
of N17,500.

The accused who
pleaded forgives, pledgl:d
that he would not commit
such sct again,

The presiding Senior
Magistrate, Hadzat Dodo
Iﬂlltnﬂ?d the accused 10 30

Frecily

Fraese

scheduled on the inability of
the irline 1o obtain clearance
for its planes 1o come into the
couniry to commence the ex-
T

But an official of the
NCAA, had told NAN that
IRS was not allowed to begin
peration because the aircraft
it intended to use had not
undergone the required
cheeks.

“This has to be done be-
fore the aireraft would be al-

in 2008 New Vear in Abuja.

BUJA 1 RUST

‘Kabo Airline rescues stranded FCT

lowed entry into

the country,” he said

Rabiu, however, denied
NCAA's allegation, saying
that the planes the sirline in-
fended 10 use for the Hajj
operalions were luken o
South Africa for maintenance.
“The aircraft were taken for
checks and they were certi-
fied fit and a centificate of re-
lease was issued to certify
them air-worthy for the
Xervise,” he said,

e g il

1 mmwsmmwwnmmmuumwmm-mu |
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pilgrims

Rabiu claimed that Saudi
officinls who were in South
Africa 1o inspect the aircraft
had centified them fit 10 fly |
into their country.

A total of 65,000 Nigeri-
ans are billed to perform the
Hajj, out of which IRS is ex-
pected (o transport 20,000,
The transportation of pil
grims 1o the holy land began
on Tuesdoy and will end on |
Jan. 12, 2005 |

- Gwagwalada area COIlIlCll
procures cholera vaccines |

uthorities of the
Gwagwalads Area
Council said that

its Iu:allll department have

gastro-enieritis.
Chairman  of the

Gwagwalada Area Council,

Alhljl Zakari Angulu, ad-

of 1o pay
N2 UOI) fine and also he
should pay N42,000 compen- |
sation to the right owner,

for IIN'.'
mnlml of the recent out-"
| break of cholera and other
diseases associated with

Two persons loses

private parts to beggars

middle-aged man lost
his manhood after
iving a beggar the

By Emenhara Nkechi Hope
1T Student

FN40.00. ness, the victim, on realizing |

N7,500 out of the stolen m‘lgw incident which hap-  that his manhood was gone |
money to his friend, one | pened weekend took place in raised alarm and before
Rasaq Rufiai. front of the National Popula- peaple could come to his res-
The p in=| ‘Goaty (NPCYhead.  Cu€ the disguised beggar has

formed the court that the ac-
cused is charged with joint
uct, house breaking and thefi
contrary 1o Sections 79, 334
and 288 of the Penal Code
Law,

The prosecution revealed
that the sum of N53, 000 was
recovered from the accused
person.

The accused who was
not represented by any coun-
sel pleaded guilty to the
charges, stating that he stole
1,500, pot the
said amount as alleged and
thi % brother promised to

the sum of »

Tafa Balogun, IGP

PR with his private
FlTons by u handful of
Okada riders who took after
the beggar proved abortive as
lhtlmmuppem'nd into thin |

A similar 0o

en during
an end ol‘ year press brief-
ing, said since assumption
of office seven months
ago, there was poor rev-
enue generation which

| prompted the Council to

seek way's of generating
revenue,

vation work on the Paiko-
Kore Clinic have been com- |
pleted as well as reactiva- |
tion of strect lights around |
Gwagwalada town, which |
he said is on-going.

Afhaji Zakari Angulu said |
the council within the year,
purchased 6 nos feeder pil-
lars of street light, rehabili- |
tated the Dukwa-Wuna
road, constructed clinics st

Represented by his vice-  Dibi and Dukwa, including
hai at the i the of roof
the chairman said the coun-  leakages, all completed 100
cil had 10 disengage the rev-  per cent,
enue consultant it inherited Other an-going projects, |

from the previous adminis-
tration, due to non-perfor-
mance.

Alhaji Zakan Angulu also
said that the council has en-
gaged a consultant for the

llection of mies

curred at the federal secre-
tariat, Abuja where a lady’s
private part was allegedly
taken by an old beggar.

Luck however ran out of
the woman (heggar) as she
was caught when the victim
discovered her missing part |
sind screamed immediately.

Abuja Trust gathered thit

the wom mm:u part was
d b

expected to kick-off this
vear.

The chairman listed
some of the schievements
within the year 2004, to in-
clude the renovation of the
LEA secretariat which was
bumnt down during an NLC
strike severnl months ago,

He also said that reno-

he said, include construc- |
tion of clinic at Gin, rcha-
bilitation of drainage at |
Gwagwalada motor part,
and extension of electricity
at old Kitunke.

This year, Alhaji Angulu
said, the area council would
purchase cows intended for
dreadily purpose, and ar-
range for the establishment
of farm settlements to em-
brace youth while women
would be given adequate ¢
recognition in the scheme
of within the council
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First Lady tasks 16yr old
mother over education

I6-yoar-old 8511
student of Uyo High
School, Uyo, Miss

Daoruthy Bonifisce Limoh, who
Becmme o mother wis advised
against abandoning her
studics for promiscuity which
resulted in an unwanted
pregnancy.

The wile of Akwa Thom
Stute Governor, Nognyin
Alisan Attsh, who described
the practice as disgusting and
frowmed it the sexual drive by
voung girls.

Plateau to
privatise
tourism

From Rakivs AL Muhamma
Correspandent {Jos)

latenu State

From Edet Fhanem,
(Stringer in Uyo) |

Nenyin Attah who caught

wight of the girl on Saturday |
when she vished St Luke’s |

Hospital, Anna, Uyo,
however, gave her New Year
prize to Domthy s child wha
was bomn w0130 hours on
Saurday as the first baby of
thie year 2005,

The prize include, among
other things, a basket of
assorted baby ijtems and
undisclosed sum of money.

The governor's wife
advised Dorathy's mather,
seated at her doughter’s

| bedside to ensurc that the

teenage mother return (o
school 1o complete her
edueational programime.

She also catled on mothers
ot w take pleasure at their
children’s promiscous acts,
hcuu!c -wonim;m hee. it II

[

G -
Ppliunw or ul least

Is o
commercinlise  existing
tourists attractions in the

state for efficient and |
.-

ik

children of tecns to have a
child especially at this tine
when Nigeria noeds o good
number of educated and

hardworking women,

" The state Govermor, Chief |

Joshus  Darive, who
disclosed this  while
speaking on plans for the
towrism sector this year, said
towards this end, N323.1
million has been proposed
for rehabilitation  and
completion of various
projects in the sector.

Such projects include

yin Attuh expressed
her benevolence on nurses
whao were on duty that day by
presenting cash gift inchuding
one Mrs. Mary Asuquo o
enable hor settle  the
outstanding medical hill of
NI13,000 of her six year old
daughicr, Nse Obong.
The mather, M. Asuguo
explained that Nse Obang
was detained in the hospital

Gavernor Adamu .-lf}mu wf Kehbi State preventi
Natianal (wr ‘anic Recitation Competiti

ing keys of @ mew car to the winner of the femals category af the :m |
eom, Zuhra nAhmi’ﬁw- Kano State in Birnin Kebbi ....recently.

FRSC urges repair of office complex _

Limost one year after
Giovernor Bukola
Saraki dirocted some
officials to effect the
ovation of an office
buildioy allocated 1o the
Zone 8 of the Federal Road
Safcty Commission (FRSC)

mebd-lmnq

“In  this Zone ¥,

2 Kwarn, Kogi und

(Horin}

Governor Bulml: Saraki's

directive.
Speaking o newsmen on a

lm Iimim; mission about

headquariers in Horin, no
uction has boen taken.
This was the complain off

plates,
Alhnji Baba Goni who
conducted newsmen round
the office building located
within the licence office on
Ahmadu Bello Way, Hornin,
sald work could not begin
duc 10 lack of certain hasic

200 communities

hospitality indusiry, by wa
of providing the enabling
environment for the private

disclosed this yesterday in
Minna while presenting 40
motorcycles and mobile
phones  to  the project

sector to operate profitably
md ! of i |

facilitics.

He said it was in its effon

10 boost tourist activitics and

| tourism for the purpose of
taking full advantage of the
advantages in the tourism
sector that government
scquired new animals of
vanous species for the Jos
Wild Life Park, last year.

The governor added that
variows animals enclosures
had been constructed and
expanded in the Jos Wild Lile
Park, while arramngemenis had
renched advanced stage
developing fucilities in the
Mado, Pandam and Wase
tolirist sitex

Tle said government was
congeious  of l'hue-u'.

tentinl and ab

Kutigl siid the project had
the capacity 1o “tum around
the economic fortunes of the
mural populace within a very
short time”™.

He said beneficinries of the
project were selected afler
verifiptig ull infevested Fadarma
user groups 1o cnsure sinict
compliance with the guidelines
of the World Bank, which »
fiunding the progmmime.

Kutigi snd the distribution
of motoreyeles and mobile
phones 10 ity facilitaion was
1o ensiire that they hod secess
10 those: commumitics in the
hinterland participating in the
project so as 1o offor technical
advice.

He said the requests for the

= msis srative mivantages in
the tourism sector anad that 1t
is polsed 1 tap them for the
overall henefit of the stale

of borehales, canth
danh. market stalls, agro-
Processing maghines,
irvigation pumps us well 24
infrastructure 31 the paoject

the projects o a8 10 eRjoy
maximum benefits from the
project and enhitce their
CCONOMIC Status.

{‘an spaaking. the state

Alhaji Atmed Aliyu Garafim,
wasmed the facilitmiorns against
misusing the facilities.

THe assurcd the World Bank,
the: project coondinating unit
and the communities of the
state government’s prompt
?nyment of its counterpart
unding, 10 ensure the
sustenance of the project 1o
enhance economic growth
‘o rurad devels

completion of Indoor | for her inability to scitle the | the Zonal Commander, Alhaji

Theatre, Sol Lar | bill, explaining that her | Baba Goni, who lamented

A 4 EXp | daughter Nse Obong was | thal millions of Naira was
Lof Jos Wild Life Park, | involved in an sceident and | being lost in form of revenue
| rehabilitation and cxpansion | had 1o undergo two surgical 10 the state government s i
| afthe Pandam Ganie Reserve | 0pertions af the hmpual result of inaction di:tpll!

nnd Tourist Village, purchase N

of vehicles for Pandam and F d p .l tt rg ts
Jos Wild Lifc Park as well as Iger a ama ro ec a e
fencing of the Rock Holel ind |

Ray field Holiday Resort. | et e
i Govemat \Niye haursd Gnmmunilu:‘l for

that the state government Hon a the Mational sit he it

would leave no stone semanaciis - o3, sonl by the benafiting

1 in the = thﬂnl_ r.‘ pr ijoﬂl were being
s

of public and private sector | i 1;:  he " d the

resources Tor the | state € of the  prospective b isrlek 1o

development  of  the | project, Alhaji Usman Kutigi,  team up with the officials of

Honourable Aluned Musa Theto, Deputy Chalrman House Committee
o with e Provess C Chud Dr, Oy Ezebwesili ln Abuja .revently.

Ekith States, we have s mini
plant for the operation and
printing of nmber plases, we
can ilso replace missing or
hroken number plates, we
have the machinery and

making the state to loose
millions of Niim as revenue o
the govemment,” Alhaji Goni
asserted.

The commander described
activities of roud safisty in the
last four months of last ycar
us the most successful with
idents and one death

T 1; hence motorists NN
have no business going 10
Lagos,” he stated.

“Unfortunately, the place
given to us by the Kwara

recended.

+ He said stiffer sanctions

now awaited road users who

contravened safety rules wnd
luth with charges

hus not

electricity connected 1o the
building, no windows, hence
up 1l today, we cannot
produce a single number
plate for replacement,
meaning we arc bein,
dragged behind,™
commander |

He said “the govemur
gave only one week under
the chaitmanship of the
sccrctury  to” the state
govermment ko liaise, discuss
lrul bring up all our

(imrcmu Hukola Saraki wil

endarse and the office can be
tonal™.

“Up till woday we cannot

on Power amd Steel,

the zoual

rungmg from N5.000
N0,

The commander also |
warned road safety officials |
against taking bribe as such
scts would attract summary
dhamissal

Ladoja
tasks workers
on service

Oryo State Governor J
Rashidi, yesterday, in |
Ibadan tasked civil |

servants “to re-dedicate
themselves to service for
maximum results in the new
year™ *

Ladoja spoke during an
inter-religious service at the
jgovernment scorctarial as part |
of events 1o usher in the new

year,

The govemnor, represented
by his Deputy, Mr Adebayo
Alao-Akala, said s
adminis 1 would |
continue 1o pay dug attenibon
1o the welfare of workens is
reflectod in the 2005 budget

“Salaries, allowances and
other  payments  would
continue 1o be prompily |

made,” he pledged |
Ladoja expressed the |
appreciation of  his

government o the stale
chapter of the National Linion
of  Locsl  Government
Ermiployees “for shelving its
proposed indusirial sction
nd opting for dialogue.”™

|
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Ungogo LG to eradicate
beggmg, unemployment

Jigawa Assembly considers
Justice Sector reform bill

igawa  House of  the society.”

Assembly ] Tt would also provide a

considering a bill for  framework  for  the
the li of a i work together
Justice Reform Commission  with other organtsations for
to enihance access (o justice  the improvement of the
in the state. Justice system.

The  bill,  when It is also aimed at
considered, will facilitate  strengihening the work of the
access to justice for the police, prison, bar and the
disadvantaged and other  courts to facilitane efficiency,

vulnerable groups.
The bill, submirted to the
Assembly by the state

s governor, Alhaji Saminu

Turaki, seeks to evolve a
system of justice which is
fair and casily accessible to
il

The majority leader of
the House, Adumu Ahmad,
fold NAN that the bill would
help estublish n platform for
i justice system which
‘respects human dignity
and meets the aspiration of

timelessness in disposal of
cases

ngogo local pesture, one of the disabled
mmmll in the arca, Mallam lliyasu
J ll is @ Fari said, although the |
i of N2LOOD in an  money is liftle compared with
and umplnym:nl in rlw effort d ge strect  th ic situation of th
arca. ing among them. country and with what they
The Acting Chairman of  He also said the council  used 10 eamn before on the
Ungogo, Albaji Ibrahim D.  has disbursed money for Streets while begging,
Muhammad, revealed this 10 necessary working tools for  SAYing however it is a |
pressmen in the state that his  self-help growps in the area commendable effort as {
council  has  ensured to facilimte in their demonsirated by the local
othord . 1 Bovemment council. |
the nuisance of street  work. Again his council has Fari also boped that there
begging and unemployment  donated an amplificr to the  Should be continuity and
among youths of the arca. “Juma'at mosque of the area SOBSIARL review of the
. Allji Ibrahim said so far o ensure wide coverage of H0Wance in the future, and | g
his council has taken note and  Friday prayers inand outside 8150 #9ked other Tocal |
enlisted disabled members of  the mosque. governments in the state to
the council as beneficiaries of In response 1o the emulate  the  Sharia

complinnce gesture of
Ungogo local govermment.

In the same vein, the
chairman of Ungogo LG
reaffirmed his council's eilion
m improving the quality of
fifie in the arca by procurnng
drugs worth one million nasm
which were distributed to all
medical and health centres in
the arca. Whereas education
sector of the arca received
exercise books for primary
school  pupils  and
construction of blocks of
classroom for a secondary
schoaol s underway.

i R e

of Kano State have
been enjoined o unveil
appropriste and timely

arents in Nasarnwa
local government area

e v AN L. e
Soirmdors o vt Gl Sciowes Cob, Gorkes, Kams Sout, the fncal o, of Garke b
of the cnilege.

Iy Mustaph lsah Kwaru,

Correapondent, (Kana)

students of Chediya Islamic
school, added that the call

District head tasks parents on education

them to conploy all necessary
strategies 10 ensure that their
children confront  the
challenges of Islamic and
western education, failure to

approach simed at ensuring  become imperative 0o abide by such advice will not
that their children obtinboth  society could develop under  augur  well for nation
Islamic  and  Western  anatmosphere of illiteracy. building.=,
education, His words "I call on the Also  speaking, the
The district hesd of the parents 1o prioritise  execulive secretary of the |
local g Albaji  educational status of their  state primary education |
Salihi Bayero, who gave the  chilidbren over any other issue  Board (SPE HlAIM: Ibrshim |
charge at the graduation  for the general overhaul of the i the

ceremony of 42 Qur'anic

country. It is an obligation on

Women advised to circumcise children in hospitals

omen in Kono
State have been
advised 1o take

their children to hospital for
clroumcision instead of
patronising local barbers
(wmizzarmai).

The chiel  medicnl
dirgctor  of  Murtala
Mohammed  specialist

hospital made the call

From Jamilah Nubu Musa,

Corvespondent, (Kano)

following complications
experienced by a 7 year old
bay who was circumcised by
4 locul barbes,

The 7 year old Umar
Murtuliy had bled For about
1 days non-stop belore he
was brought 1o the hospital

after the circumeision

Dr. Suleiman Sami Wali
confirmed that Umar has pow
developed g on the

The CMD therefore called
on wamen to bring their
children to the hospital for

al .

pari  where he was
circumcised

Adding that pant of the
penis is which has become
rodten will have 1o be cut ol
o avoid the spread of
gangrene.

14N STATE
CaR A RECTATAN %

He contended that though
local barbers had contributed
immensely o the
development of orthodox
medichnie, times have changed
and local barbers need to
measure up o the challenges
of modem medicing

Unar wars bleeding
CHCume
didd pot deem it it 1o refier him
1o the hospital

The mother of Umar said
on her pant that when the
blecding refused o stop she

| wont buck to the local barber
| who said that there was
nothing he could do.

local government’s support
towards the provision of a
land so that the school will
develop its permanent site.
He faulied the change of
the location of the school
site, pledging that the

constructing the schoal
when the council doles out
the land

Responding, the council
chairman, Alhaji Nasirg
Muhomimad, relterated his
zcal and readiness for the
improverient of Qe 'anke amd
Talamiyya studics

He gave assurance thit
the local government will
soon expedite action for |
spoedy provision of land for |
the  construction  of
permanent site of the school, |
saying the mandate is a |
collective responsibility. |

Man sentenced to 50
strokes of cane for theft

Dutse Sharia court

the court that the suspect |
wis apprehended after he |

has d u 28-

year-old  farmer,
Muhamemad Abdullshi, to one
year imprsonment for stealing
a bag of nce

The court also ordered
that the convict be given 50
strokes of the cane.

In his nuling, Shana Judge
Auwaluy Taura sald on
Thursday that the offence
contravened Section 23 of the
Sharia act.

Prosceuting Police Officer

| Umar Adamu had informed

had broken into a house and
siolen o S0kg bag of rice m
Sakwaya village in Dutse
Local Government Arca.

The police claimed 1o had
recovered the rice, valued at
3,200 from the convict.

Abdullahi pleaded guilty
10 the charge but sought for
leniency; the court however
senfenced him and enforced
the canning also.

The caning was camied
out before o large crowd ut
the state's secretaniat
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| wo fsctions of social

aren boys last week-

end during the Boxing
duy engaged each other in a
free for all fight mt Orile-
Igganmu Lagos during which
u member of one of the gang
wins murdered in cold blood.

Investigations by Eko
Trust revealed that the twe
factions of the street urchins
were slugging it out vver who
controbs Onle-lgsnm and its
environs and this culminated
n u showdown between the
parties at Afaghon Sueet, Sar
Tganmu,

The swifl response of the
police from Onle division
prevented the attack from
degenerating  and  the
situation was brought to a
Tualt

By mwm
Cormespondent (Lagos)

Meanwhile in what
appears to be & show of
supremacy between two
contending transport union
workers over the control of
motor-parks i Epe town of
Lagos state snowballed tinto
a free for all fight lest weekend
during which property worth
millions of Naira were
destroved,

‘wurcn at Ihr: police

i § that the

Lraeily

was sauid (o be having upper
hand over the two maotor
parks, i group ol unidentified
hoodhims aumbering about
30 stormed the parks and
razed them down.

As il the uttack was not*
yet over, the amonists besie-
ged the residents of 1wo
notable leaders of one of the
unions and atacked their
roperticn.

Owing 1o the prompl
respanse of 8 team af police-
u:cn form Epe Divisional

two contending porties,
NURTW and RTEAN were
ombroiled over the control of
CMS and Ajali Units in Epe
Before setting for
showdown with the leader-
ship of the other party. which

b 1o the soene of
the attack that hrought the
situation under control while
three: suspects alleged to be |
thetrringleaders and 13 others
were amested in connection
with the incident.

In another development,

Withdrawal of airport bus operators
‘cheap blackmail’ - LASG

ommissioner  for
Transportation,
Mukee Bunire, and the

Lagos State Government
Have descnibed as ™ cheap
hlackmail” the withdrwal of
services by operators of ihe
Airport Shuttle buses aver
the sanctioning of some e
mg transporiers along the
Tale,

According w Banire, the
enntravened operatons vio-

lated state traffic regulations
h} converting the Tkeja un-

der bridge ax Motor Park i
ngainst the concession
granted to them,

Hue suid the transporers
plying the Heeja-Alrpon route
were only sllowed (o use the
place s bus stop o dis-
charge passcngers

Explaining what tran-
spired between the shuttle
bus drivers and officials of

... reinstates finance
coy as parastatal

etermined o shore up
industrial develop-

ment of its domain
through the Small/Medium
Enterprise SME, the Lagos
State governmenl has an-
T

trends and liberalisation of
the world economy.

He explained that the 25
SMEs operators were re-
warded over their efforts
\ndwhmmlludunwllhﬁm

the state vehicle inspection |
officers VIO on Decembier 21,
Banire insisted that the op-
erators were contruvencd for
rullic offences.

He polnted out that any
cortimencil bus that must op.
erate in Lagos State should |
wear the Yellow and Black
colobr and where such are
shuntle buses like those of the
Adrport, Military Barracks and
Educational Institution Cam-
puases, Banire said they are 1o
b restricted o the perimeter
fence of such area.

The contravention of the
viehicles according to the
Commissioner wits necessi:
tuted by the need 1o ensure
free flow of tmific along the
axis, ™ because the drivers e
fond of clustering on the
rouds while ealling out for
passengers thereby making a
mns of the truffic manage-
in mned avound

nounced the
the Industrial Deve
Finance Company LSI
& parnstatals its m-
merce and industry mini

The Commissioner in
churge of the ministry, Pnince
Lanre Balogun announced
the development during the
commemoration of the Africa
hﬂmhwhldimnnymdlh

iy SE oprs.

Mco ing to him, Il!e
sate government would
mdmmg opportunities for
SME operatory through the
estahl L of more indus-
trial estutes.

Said he; r 2005
will mark a wat in the

tof the solid eco-

falization policy of the
state government.

Besides, he said the gﬂ-
ture wiss 1o encourage others
1o be alive to their respongi-
bilities as the engine of

lhe area leading 1o unneces-
sary traffic sonrl.™

“The traffic nuisance they
constitute around the place
has increased the incidence

growth in the Nigerian of robbery around the arcaas

economy. passengers coming form the
Bualogun explomed; “we  wirport have become casy tar-

have added another element et in the traffic.”

1o this year's | The insi ulso

that {s the end of year appre-  noted that several lives that |

cintion of 25 SME operators,  could have been saved had |

which are performing at 100
per cent capacity in our in-

dustrial estates.
“We are encouraged to
dn 1ln| because their indi-
have gone a bong

been lost in the unnecessary
traffic snarls.

All these have been
brought to their attention
severlly wllll the almol'ap-

Fraasi

One killed in area boys Boxir

& four man armed robb
gANg operating on iwo
mwtorhikes witacked and shot
a security guard attached 10
the sectionul head in charge
of Ejigbo depot of the
Nigenan National Petroleum

LI

bus stop on his way to
resume for work

During the attack, the
sguaardd, icdensti G ies Alhaji 1M
Shehu, was shot in bis lefl leg
before a wistwaich and the

day

- -
¥ Corparation NNPC, at Cele

fracas

sum of NS8, 000 and other |
personal belongings were |
snatched away form him

The victim is said 1o be
cumently receiving trentment
ﬂdr\.hPClhﬁphL\"mu
Inland. ‘

OWME

D, Adic Onliakisa (Teft) chirman, active heolth incorpeirated, board of trusteen discussing with Mes. |
ada wl*. direvior Gender and Development Activn (GADA) during a medla char in Lagos...
Pix: ludipups Odumawn, |

Students decry imposition

of internshi

art-time students of the
School of €

fees

hS.Dw Plu ;\nmnpnu: in

paying for it" ane of the af~ |
fected students argued, add-
g, “Some time ago, they cul-
Bected N300 from us for ex-
I consists

thon at the Lagos Stte
University (LASU) have de-
enied the imposition of intem-
ship fees on them by the au-
thorities.

The News Agency of Ni-
geriat (NAN] leamt that fourth
vear students of the school
have been asked to pay

uulnlum;_

Some of the students who
spoke with NAN on condi-
tions of anonymity con-
demned the and
ufyu! the university authori-
ties to reconsider the policy.

"\h"c are luppmod w be

ing of anly a sheet of paper.

“It w wrong for LASU 10
impose these fees on us after |
we have paid our school fees |
under this harsh economic
situntion in the country,” an
other student lamented.

‘I"he nmdmu urged the
o request the In-

NGO mstltutes N5m
scholarshlp scheme

A:rgnnhnlon.
ifeson foundation

is to award scholarships
worth N5 million to five pn-
mary school pupils and five
secondary schaal students
in Lagos this year

The Prnulcnl of the

way in supporting the indus-
trial policy of the present sd-
Aration in the state. 11 is

nomic d of the

state. As one of the key insti-
tution to facilitate this has
Just been retumed to the min-
istry for pent and that

Lagos State Industrial
Dcw.'lopnwm Finance Com-

fpany.

“In addition, we shall be
re-engineering our industrial
estates and will explore the

our belief that this will en-
cournge others to wimilarly
support by the government
to refocus and energize their
business."

A lecture on “Techno
Venturing and the future off
entreprencurship in Nigena,
A case for strategic govern-
mient intervention” wis ornga-

mwmm.m
road useni bl becavse of
their selfish interest, all ap-
peals had fallen on deaf eans™
While dismissing the al-
legation that the buses would
be made 1o pay N6d, (00 be-
fore they are released, Banire |
said the arrested vehicles
would have to renew their
particulars, as most of them |
hul no single vehicle particu- |

Mr. Jobm Festus
told the News Agency of Ni-
gena (NAN) in Lagos ot the
weekend that the scholarship
ncheme, restricted 1o recipi-
ents in public schools, would
e an anmual event,

Festus said that armange-
ments had been concluded
For the take offof the scheme,
wdding thut bencficirios who
ot b indigent but brlliang,

opportunity of adding 1o the  nized to commemormte this

stock or‘?glalu um:uslcr the wvear's cvent, ﬂn:ﬂ mssociation, accord- | ;:um':ei::‘u:d thomiigh

purview of the state govern- It was delivered by the  ing to him, would have 1o en- ol i

Jmment”, wmultmg _manager of the u-.-r inlo ugm:ml with the -w‘ e “'?:"‘ in col-
thal they with several:

.-nmmw‘mdvnm mmmmw mld'mwlymmm lic schools’ administratons

o the unfolding Akin Aluko. and prineipals on the mode

| dustrial Training Fund (ITF)

1o sponser the internship,
saying, however, that t.hey

lhel'eeifll\thuennulller

P in order 1o

achieve maximum results,” Mlﬂﬂ- the Dean of the
the president said. Schoal, Prof Idowu Shobo- |

Festus said that the foun- wale explained that the ITF |
dation had already spent more ddwmmmuﬂ-
than N3 million in providing | i the fickd of
books and other teaching and m-ﬁrmchn-
learning fals to some i ion in

schools in the state,

According o him,
schools that benefited from
the ansistance include, Angli-
can Girls Grammar School,
Surulere, St Joseph’s Primary
School, Apapa, and Lagos
State University, Ojo.

Chhers are, the Nigerian
French Language Village,
Badagry, Our Lady of
Lourdes Primary School,
Ojuelegha, Surulere; and lre-
Akari Estate Model Primary
School, Isalo.

He said that the locally
funded foundation would ex-
tend its pssistance 1o schools

the state, u.lnt that the es-
sence of the industrial train-
ing was to enhance the qual- |
ity of the unversity’s gradu-

liu: internship programme
wits 3 compulsory six-credit-
unit-course for the students.

Earlier, the Sub-Dean of
the School, Mr Jimi Kayode,
told NAN that the fiee was o
enable thi school o put in
place necessary logistics and
supervision for the fndustrial

traiting.

Kayode said that the ITF

and students in other parts i trial training of part-time st~

of the country.

a&lmmruruumdaj

| —
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FOR THE RECORD

s

one of the hallmark of the Obasanjo

N efforts 1o

the issue of

'hunwn rights violations in the country, It also
serves as an avenue to reconcile parties involved
\in an effort to find peace. The panel submitted its
reportin May 2002 1o the federal government,
Below is the summary of the report as presented

by the panel.

| BY THE CHAIRMAN HON, JUSTICE CHUKWUDIFU A,
| OPUTACFRJUSTICE EMERITUS SUPREME C( NIRTOF

NIGERIA

"I farvs the land, to hast ‘sing il a prey, whene wealth ag-

wnmlates, and men decay,.,

iver Goldsmith {The Desertod Village!

his was the lament of
Oliver Goldsmith
about “the deserted

villages™. In a sense, this Re-
port in also a lament, How-
ever, unlike  Oliver
Gioldsmith's The Deserted
Village. this particulnr lament
bn a lament, not about the dis-
appearmmee of village life but
about the aftermath of mili-
tary rule in Nigeria and the
consequential disappeamnce
and vielations of the human
rigghts and essential freedoms
of Nigerians, Like Oliver Gold-
wmith, [ can then say:

Il fares the land. to
fuaxst, mimge ill aprey.

Where might tramples
over right.

| And exsential freedomy
| Drecuy,

For much the greater part
of the penod covered by this
Report, Nigeria was. under

| military rule. During this pe-
tiod, most of our rulers' prin-
cipal motivation and pre-oc-
'cupﬁim ‘were not service fo
| country but the accumulation

| of wealth and personal grati-

| lication.

o confront this history, if we
are to forge ahead. We need
o understand i even if it
means asking unpleasant
Guostions and offering blunt
snswers. Where did we make
the wromg tum? Who was re-
sponstble for what? Whiat
opportunithes did we miss and
why! What ire the mijor les-
sons o be learnt? Whin do
wee now noed 1o o o put the
past behind u and to look to
the future with renewed hispe
and patriotic real? What are
the basic conditions for us 1o
effect national catharsis?

This is what we have ai-
tempted to do in this Report.
We have tricd 1o be fuithful
fovour ierms of reference and
1o our mandate, both of
which imposed on us the ob-
ligation “10 review the past;”
and 1o map out or indicate
pathways to enable us as a
people “rodress the injustices
of the past; [and] to
and forestall future viola-
tiony...,”

But it was not an casy task,
We had to overcome serious
obstacles and constraints-

PR,

y for r

It has bml |h¢ pnvllegc

1o a natiotal rivorgi,
then our work will not have
been in vain,

We, therefore, hope thi
the Report will offer & cred-
ible perspective on our past,
while also serving ax a road
map for our future. We do not
clam that we have said all

there is o be suid sbout our
past and our futare. Much,
perhaps, remains (o be sid,
and will be said by present
and future chroniclers. This
is s it should be, if only be-
cause history is forever un-
folding itsell. as new evi-
dence arises. a5 new interpre-
tutions confront ol ones and
us. ihe m:iuclahlt march of
forth

of this €
a part of that Iumiu:apt nnd
to represent the truths that
emenged in the process. And
we have tned, in whatever
way we could, 1o weave into
this truth about our past some
essential lessons for the
people of this country. He-

couse the future, 100, is an-
other country. And we can do
no more than lay at its feet
the small wisdoms we have
been able 1o gamer out of our
present experience.

A word on our approach

eleansing and purifying pos-
sibilities it offers, ot the indi-
vidual pyscho-cultural level

econciliation - Oputa

lm;lnxlrnmmlun s st wp o
accomplish Indum of llu,-
five truth i

and at the wider
and national levels

This s not 1w deny that
public hearings are inherently
problematic. For example,
during our public hearings in
Abuja, Lagos and Port
Harcourt, alleged perpetra-
tors of human rights abuses
and violations blutantly de-
nied the human rights abuses
and  violations  alleged
agamst them by their victims
andd families

To this extent. it was not
possible or easy to extract
from some alleged perpetra-
tors the measure of remorse
und plea for forgiveness so
wital for forgiveness and rec-
enciliation 1o ke place

Yet, all is not lost. Public
Hearings still have their re-
deeming aspects. Thus, there
are deninls, which make no
ditfereiee o the facts, When
S0 many witnesses from dif-
ferem ethniic and peographi-
cal backgrounds allege un-
Iawfial arrestx, illegal deten.
tions and torture against the
same set of porsons of secu-
ity agencies, such witnesses
cannol all be lying and the

ferred to above and m!yn'd
in Volume 2 and Volume 5 of
this Report, it was only in the
case of Argenting that there
wiere criminal prosecitions of
members ol the miliury junts
and their collaborators for
gross human righis abuses,
In the other four cases, Chile,
Ciuaternalis, South Africa and
Uganda, the aim was for
people to know what hap-
pened in their respective
countries during the dark
dhays of military rule,

Which option should Ni-
geria chiwose? The answer is
cloar from the Cormmission's
mandate, its terms of refer-
ence and the President's Ad-
dress wt the inauguration of
the Commission: Forgive-
ness and Reconciliation
Reconciliation was the key
word i the Prestdents Ad-
drexy. Char quo warrante iy
the search for this reconcili-
CHGLE

To forgive and 0 recon-
cile Is not necessarily 1o deny
justice. We should not con-
fuse ar conflate justice with
prosceution dnd with criminal
or retributive fustice. Viewed |

alleged p cannol
all be witnesses of truth, In
such situations, the Comniis-
sion had 10 read between the
Tines.

And, as one wilnesy
pointed oul. it takes more
than human courage to sdmit
one's wrong- doing. And so
the Comminsion found out!

In trying to dncuw.-r -

in the brosder perspective of
legal theory or jurisprudence
s well us moral wnd political
philosophy, reconcilintion
represents not the antithesis |
but the triumph of justice.
Nigera sow has a nascent
and fledgling democracy,
with all its imperfections and
Imluns problens. Managing
from

truth, we  re-
search teams of lawyers, his-
torians and social Mmllm

military to
demoeratic civilian rule re-
Quires deft lnd dexterous |
| skill 1o avoid

ta our is

here. In searc Iung for the
truth about our past, we tried
to adhere scrupulously to the

This p i !
tion of wealth led 1o the de- nizntional, some legal, m:n
1 eay of our society, Public and cuhuml mnnpnluml.uuu
| private morality reached its 1 and i il and
| nadir; and the casualtics in- mhmmhlymhmgfmm
| chucded human dignity, human  (he very nature of a truth
|tights and our basic frec-  commission like ours, None-
doms. We also ex, theless, undaunted and
Institutional and structural un fueed, we were delermined
| decay. 0 succeed as we W on,

This Report b pled  albeit indefatigably. in the
toprovide an over-view ofthe  knowledge that ours wan a
extent of our moral, physical  historic mission,

and institutional decay under
| military rule. The proscription
tand circumseription of our
human rights and freedoms
nuncher military mabe were symp-
tomatic of & much serious
malaise. the departure from
| constitutional o limited gov-
crument and with it the ab-
| sence of accountability and
transparency in public. life.
This was the ultimate decay
involving the personalization
|nr the governmenial process
around the military ruler.
The retumn o democratic
v:wilha rulnnn 29 May 1999
d the

We have to confront and
resolve a basic paradox in
looking at the past: to forget.
we have 1o remember. But re-
membering the past is one
thing and living in the past is
another thing. To live in the
past 15 to be a slave to re-
venge, to retributive recrimi-
nation, We must rise above
and beyond the petriness and
the socinl and political paraly-
sis that revenge broeds.

We have to remember in
order to forget, to learmn les-
sons and to forge nhead. In
other words, we must know

y for
us to rise above this d!.‘uy
to break the silence of the
| past and to forge abead, de-
| termined to lay 1o resi the
| ghoat of this dark and pain-
il peniod m our national his-
tory.
[lulwmmilnpmpnmd

our a quo in order
to arvive at our ferminug cd
quen. We must build on our
bitter and sail past.

This has been the raison
" wtre as well as the deitmorif

of our work at the Commis- -

sion. If this Report contrib-
ties, even in the sunllest way,

tools

for I.nucrlmbims the post.
The following apt obser-
vation by the Most Revd,
DM, Tuma, Ch fthe

of due process
and fair hearing and 1o the
canons of historical and cul-
turil scholarship,

Truth and Reconclliation
Commission of South Africa
in the Foreword 1o his
Commiksion's. af pass-
graphs 17-19 of Volume 1 of
the Report, underscores this
point so well that | quole it in
exiense,

“The past... is another
country, The way its stories
are told and the way they are
heard change as the years go
by, The spotlight gyrates, ex-
posing old lies and illumina-
ing new truths. As a fuller pic-
ture emerges, & new piece of
the jigsaw of our past settles
into place.

Inevitably, evidence and
Information about our past
will continue 10 emerge, ax
indeed they must. The Repornt
of this Commission will now
take its place in the historical
landscape of which future
generations will try to make
sense-searching for elues

endlessly, 1o a truth
thatwill, in the very
things, never be fully re-
vealed. =

e of

We provided the platform
ttmmxh our Public H:-rin@o
and Special Sessions, held
neross the various geo-politi-
cal zones of the country, for
alleged victims and alleged
perpetrators of human nights
abuses und violations 1 bare
their minds in public. But we
were careful not 1o take their
sccounts at their face value,
We had to devise means of
corroborating them.

We wish to underscore
this point, if only 1o disabuse
the minds of critics who ac-

1o wrile bach i papers
for the Commigsion an vari-
ous aspects of our mandate
and terms of reference. The
rescarch reports submitted 1o
us have been useful in the
preparation of this Report.
Lt me now tum briefly o

land mines and weacherous
waters. To manage the tran-
sition successfully and to
consolidate it may require
that we saerifice criminal jus-
tice for the higher morml im-
perative of reconcilintion and

some of the important issues 10 #void the Irum an.glmh
raised and di d at ndpain
length in the Report. Mllsi\':mﬂn _
TRUTH: RECONCILIA- In short, Recrimination
TION & JUSTICE und Revenge are, have al-
¢ warys been and will forever be,

sion varied enormously, But
A common denominator wis
the concern with Justice, In
some caics, justice was
equated with revenge,

This is understandable
and is not unique to Nigeria
Indeed as is clear from our

poor chisels with which to |
hue out of stones of recon. |
ciliation, unity and peace

1 we Iry, we can achicve |
reconciliation and the onus is
on all of us to try and do so. |
We are encournged in this |
respect by our own experi-
ence on the field during the
Public Hearings in reconcil-

cused the Commission of re-  comparative analyses of the m,wwmsmmumn One
opening old wounds by pro-  work of truth issionsin Oty F I suffice.
iding this platform, We real- A ina, Chile, Gi During our sessions in
ize tht this is partly s matter  South Africa and Uganda in  Lagos. Lagos State, we rec-
of methodology and perspec-  Volumie 2 and Volume S ofthis ~ onciled the quarrelling com-
tive, regarding how we  Report, any socicty that has  munities of Maroko Village. |
should unscramble and come  gone through the trauma .,r We also recorded our first
to terms with the past. unbridled human rights yi major hm!: -through when
We firmly reject the view Ilnonl and abuses i is in the warring Ife and
that we should simply forget lchoh: Modakek 1 ities in
the past. As | have already mns two options: (a) Re- Osun Stale signed a Memo-
observed in this Foreword, venge and/or Nurembegg-  randum of Understanding
weneod o talk about the past,  type trials; and (b) Fo and a Joini Declaration (see
o matter how painful, inor.  ness and Reconeillation, appmmmem

der 1o move abead and be-
cause of the cathartic or

Which option is chosen
will depend on what each

ing to live in pesce and har-
Cont on Puge 37
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Justlce necessa

mony lnd e .dopl nﬂly
peaceful means in pursuing
their respective rights and
entitlements. It was unfortu-
nate that the madll did not

than to ohserve that they are

ment, o by equi-

central to the i

of human rights as group,
ethno-cultural, ethno-reli-
gious or collective rights s
wall a8 10 the af

14 he

give the
cilintion the prominence it
deserved.

During our session in Port
Harcourt, Rivers State. the

in ¥, jo-
ing as far back ns the mid-
19405 andd the fears of domi-
nathon expressed by minority

l:lhnlc Broups in  the

C ded in
brokering a Peace Accord
among the warring factions
and groups in Ogoniland. In
particular, we managed o

vears of the
ﬁtwhmmmnpm-smaw
«

As one of our rezcarch
teams pointed out, quite cor-

unite and 1 the
Ogoni Four and the Ogoni
Nluulnlhr()pulm
As the New Nigert

mtl of Friday, 16th Fehmary
001 vhserved.

“Thi Peace dccond signod
by the warring factions (n
Ogonifand,.. will go down in
the sociopolitical develop-
mens of this country oy one
of the landmark achieve-
mengs of the Human Rights

{\ I

fom nl'rnmmry ethnic group
fizurs of the cuntailment or vio-
lation of substantive human
eghts-the right to self-deter-
mination, the right 1o the pro-
mition of their cultural rights,
and their citizenship rights,
especially the right to equi-
table participation in the cul-

table and fair resource allo-
cation and distribution
PROFESSIONALISM,
LOYALTY AND THE CULT
OFTHE HEAD OF STATE
The military is a great and
Menlml‘udm. which re-

quires

ey

Trest

0 I'iulllly ns wcll s |Iie
'~' of Government, even i
s calls for my making the
supreme sacrifice.” General
Sabao also said in his evidence
that the Head of State is but
an extension of the State.
These are troublingly

the existential reality of an
historical ax opposed 10 a
geographical entity called
Nigeria.

Yet Petition No. 1648 sub-
mitted 1o the Commission by
Oha-naeze Ndigho and the
responses to it by the Arcwa
Consultative Forum, the Joint
Action Committee on the
Middle Belt, the Afenifere,
the South-South and the
Government of Rivers State,
Ogbakor-Tkwere Convention
‘provide telling ilustration of
how divided we are as a coun-
try and of how suspicious

|and afraid we are of one an-
‘other.

What is also clear from
this is that the various ethno-
‘communal groups in the
country, including the major

ones, complain of margina-
'Iiuﬂon in the scheme of
[things.
| I cannot address the issue
(of citizenship and margina-
lization in this Foreword other

FOR THE RECORD
ry for reconc

tbc r.'nunrqr‘ as detailed in
One, Three and Five
nflhll Ilcpun

1 find it instructive to say
a further word about the cult
of the Head of State. in the
context of our experience with
military rule and the instit-
tional and moral decay | re-
fierred 1o i the beginning off
this Forewnrd.

Military rule is absolute
rule. It subverts and under-
mines the mstitutions of the
State, imperceptibly initially
but surely and gradually. It
leads incvitably to moral and
political corruption, along-
side the decay of time-
honoured loyaltics lnd vl!

iliation - Oputa

sets lhc triumph of might
over nght,
ION

APFPRECIA

Tt express my delight
nt the aprir des corps with
which we worked logether as
members of the Commission.
Tt shows that, when all is said
and done, there are innumer-
able Nigerians who apply
themselves to work conscien-
tiously and with dedication

We thank the President.
Chiel Olusegun Ghasanjo
(GCFR) for the opportunity
iven to us to serve this coun-
try and the confidence re-
posed in the members of the
Commission.

ucs as well as §

Our de also goes to

decay. In due dasn
manilestition of this deepen-
ing decay, cruclty and mur-
der become norms of gover-
nance. Good fhith and truth-
fulness become childish
scruples while force and crafl
become the keys 10 success.

the Hi ble Mini of
Justice and Attomey-Gensersl
of the Federation, fira Hon
Mr. Kanu Agabi (SAN), then
the late Hon. Bola lge (SAN)
and, then again Hon, Kanu
Agabi, for the keen interest
{hey showed in our work and,

tional and political history-
their origing and trajectories.
and how best to confront
them at the constitutional and
policy levels are extensively
covered in Chaptens Two and
Three of Volume One, and in
Volumes Three and Seven.

I only wish to observe
here that we need o distin-
guish between marginality,
which is a self-imposed con-
straint to full eitizenship par-
ticipation, and margina-
lization, which is imposed
from the outside by wiclders
of political and economic
power and is therefore his-
torically deep rooted and

sion of this decay is what |
refier 1o as the cult of the Head
of State, If and when the
Head of State i elevaied to
the State and made cotermi-
ot with the Stute, then the
cult of the Head of State i
created. The ambi-
tiona of the Head orSmu his
or her fears and apy

them-
selves and the Stte, Their
ntelligence outfits danced 1o
their tune and their agents
also saw themselves as be-
yond and above the law, This
led 1o the hounding of jour-
nalists and those who criti-
:im: |I|:|r |dmmmnmnm

wions; his of ber enemies, real
or imagined, becomie matters
of State interest and concern,
deserving State intervention
and state protection, and as
borne out by the evidence
before us ecessitating state-

human ruhlt aclivists,
amonyg other critics of military
rule, were armested and jailed,
without recourse to due pro-
cess, in the so-called inferest
of State yecurity.

Thix attitude was also re-

p

flected in the p g
1o oil companies, which sup-

While marginality can be
redressed by affimmative-type
action, consistent with the

Sors amd it
unces.”

Q P

Testima-

plied the much of the needed
ofl s military

nies before us of this
flation of the State with

federal ch clauses of
the 1999 Constitution of the
Fodml Repuhhe of Niprh.

the persona of the Head of

State are pertinent.
In his evidence before the

Ilnﬂnnhbwmbyh

E:omui_u_iqn. Major Al-

the Ci
The former M of State
are: Generals

Fiol, Tnve fural, ic and political Selfishness, nuked and un-  more specifically, for thetr
Commisvion. " lifie of the country. adomed, need only succeed  support, w= regret and are
While | do not wish to Under simple majoritarian, o supply its own justifi ddened by the
over-drmatize or generalize  first- -past> :Iu--pun wrnpm- tion tion of Chicf Bolt 1ge (SAN)
from these les, what  tive di i | pro- This sums up the charac- and wish his equally eminent
needs emphasis is thatunless  cesses, and much more so ter and odious dimension of  wifc and family the continued |
we try, and try, we cannol  under authoritarian regimes military rale in the couniry, as guidance and Grace of God, |
even start the long joumey  ethnic minoritics all 100 cas- elsewhere. The fall-ou, in our We thank the Secretary to |
jonal iliation, und iy and th | ded case, was the gross viola-  the Government of the Fod- |
| maintain its The by the i power and tions of the human rights of eration, Obong UfTot Ekacte
fash points of | the rules of the el I pro- Nigeri hich Tor s usd i wid
|unrests in our country con-  cess, making them less com- ated and elaborated upon in  support. N
|atitute albatrosses around  petitive and denying them this Report, particularly in In the same vein, we thank |
{our necks. Let us with the  access to the State and its Volumes Two. Four. Five and all the government depart- |
bow of the Commissi age. Sox ‘ments and thei at fed- |
shoot d bl in A refreshing and confi- Olusegun Obasanjo THE NON-APPEAR- “mrﬂm
the interest of the peace and  dence-building fall-out from  and exemplary standard of ANCE OF 3 FORMER 1eni council levels for facili- |
\unity of our country and for  the work of our Commission  condtict, ted in the maysrealc. HEADS OF STATE AND  aiing our work, whenever we
| the sake of the survival ofour s the ruising of the issue of | difficultics. There  (THER TOP GOVERN- Headod. their assisianie.
| nascent democracy. Let us all minority rights as a corc di- Vet prorcuiunlhm in the must be a difference between MENT FUNCTIONARIES No less important and e
+ adhere to the message of our - mension of gross human  military, as was clear in vari-  the State and the Head of  The non-appearance of couraging has been the keen
1960 national anthem: rights violations and ous testimonies before us,  State. The Head of State isbut e former Heads of State interest shown in our work by
- Though tribex and it on the agenda of national  even by senior military offic- & functionary of the State, und & number of former 9P 4 nunaber of foreign missions
WWW in hroth-  debate. In this way, suchpub-  ers, and as established in audnotms_tmmltm " funietis 3 e S |
erhood we stund... Nigerians  lic conscioustiess may en-  ome of the Volumes of this s made clear in the Presiden- dby the Com- 13§ geyanizations. We particu-
all* gender well-thought out re- particularly Volumes  tial Oath In the Seventh  mission, put to Nﬂ‘m {arly thank the Ford Founds-
The President's Address medial puhllc policies and  Four and Five, has been a - Schedub nd in the impeach- gt i o 4 all men  yin for their immense finan-
at the i ion of the of  casualty of military rule inthe — ment provisions of the 1999 are equal before the law, that i support throughout the
Commission made repeated  minority nwll.ﬁumby facili-  country, further evidence of  Constitution of the Federal the rule of law and not the duration of the Commission's
references to Our Nation, tating national the | | deeay | re- Republic of Nigeria. rule of man should prevail. In Gt urativeds |
Our Land; and Our Coumrry. — These intorrelated citizen- fcr:'d :’n ':ril‘-:;-n this Fore- ”t ey .fam;t\l.m Idition to not ks goes 1 COD. IDEA, Brit-
These references presuppore  ship aspects of aur constity-  We ! . military ke these former Heady of Stale 1 o erman E
a common citizenship and 3 One unforiunate dimen- o, mmbhwdnwﬂ!h filed civil actions challenging heimss A foy

bassy for their support.
We thank the various na-
llml.llndmlﬁmnnudm

Bhuar, [beahim B. Bubangida,
and Abdulsalami Abubakar.
The former top functionaries
are: Colonel Halilu Akilu and
Li-Colonel AK. Togun,
Many in Nigeria and, in-
deed, in the international
community, wondered why
these highly placed Nigeri-
nns, who had held high pub-
lie office, refused 10 appear
und testify in person before

Although the Commission
had the power to issue war-
mants for their armest. it re-
ﬂnndmdun.lnllnm-dl

Ilm worked loscly with us, |
providi.. useful insights
into the nature of human
rights abuser 1 the country.

Our wors would have
been much more difficul and
tedious but for the coopers-
tion we received from all
those who submitted memo-
randa and petitions and all
those who testified before us.
W thank them all.

We owe special
to the electronic and print
media for highlighting our
work and bringing our delib-

; o

interest of
ation,

The spirit of the Commi-
niun‘smmdlemd?mmol'

are Iy both

ﬂw@m.*dvﬂww.
ion, rehabil i

iempaniay; For i

political g of our
federal system of g govern-

he had subscribed 1o an outh

iger :
dark period of military rule in

i,
c!_li:tlm difficult. It repre-

pecially the pub-
lic hearings 1o the attention
of millions of our peaple. |
We were fortunate to have
had a good team of research.
ers and resource persons,
ﬂhwﬁﬁnbﬂu\.|
we say o big thank you.
num;
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Jigawa export free zone
ready for operations —7uraki

rmangements has been |

concluded for the

ake off of multi-
| million naira Jigawa State
| owned export free processing
| zone, the Maigatari free zone,
Governor Ibrahim Saminu
| Turaki has said.

The free zone according to
| the governor is 90 per cent
|completed as over ten

| prototype factories including
| the provision of electricity
| and water supply has been

From Hassan A. Karofi |
| correspondent in Dutse

activities along the sub
Saharan Africa.

Already, Governor Turaki
revealed aver 50m dollars
worth of sesame produce is
currently underway for
exportation through the zone
and will increase to hundreds
of dollars in the next few
years as government get st
o promole  sesame

nmlutdcmuuwdyfw
operations.

production and other cash
crops.
lllc_l’th' Focth

reputable companies have

| been invited to facilitate the

sttainment of the project’s
objectives in terms of |
employment generation, |
revenue accruement, |
ECOWAS trade promotion
and general growth of the
state’s investments.

This, he further added
would go along way in
making the state
economically viably socially
strong and its people’s living
condition more secured and
b h the |

g of the zone the

that mufomm as well as
stundby generators have been
provided and connected to
the factories in order to
CNSUre non sl op energy
supply to the prototype
factorios,

He also revealed thmt
security operatives including
the Nigena custom service,
police, offices |

governor  added, some

provision of mpl-oymm
opportunities.

Kadpoly gets Deputy

Rector

he  minister  of
education, Professor
Fabian Osuji, has

d the of

have all been provided as
banking facilities have also
been established within the
border free zone to make
business transactions casier.

Governor Turaki added |
that internet facilities and | |
road networks have reached |

Mrs, Rahila Ladi
Mohammad as Deputy
Rector  for  Kaduna
Polytechnic for a period of
Iwo years,

Mrs.  Rahila  whose
appointment took effect from
2% November, 2004, started

ndunccd stages  of | lu-r mulnng career with
as prosp ] for
mulll | I: I Van Leer

have issued their pItpmllQi
for the setting of businesses |
in the border free zone, |
Prospective investors have |
been issued with operation |
licenses 1o set up their
enterprises, industries and
other major  business
establishment in the zone.

!-uundnlm with the then
Henue/Plateau State
government before joining
Kaduna Polytechnic as a
lecturer 11 in 1976, and rose
through the ranks to the post
of Chief lecturer in 1988,
She served as Head of

The Ibordct free zone | Department of Social
o G Develop and
Turaki would cam the state

substantial foreign exchange,
promole employment and
enhance trans ECOWAS
trade apart from the
development |Lf social

Cooperative Studies from
1986 1w 1995; Deln Schnul

| of Admihi

| Fram Aliys Haruns,
| correspondent in Kaduna
Deputy Rector in May, 2004,
she was clected as Dean,
School of Administrative nnd
Social Studics in Apnil which
was in addition to other
academic and administrative
position she held within the
polytechnic community.

Born in Mangu local
government area of Platesu
State, Mrs. Rahila started ber |
primary cducation  al |
Pamryam Primary School from
1951 1o 1953, then to Gindin
Girls Primary School 1954 10
1955, she also attended
Queens College llorin, from
1956 1w 1961, before
proceeding 1o Surbiton in
Surrey, Unniversity College
Swansca, South Wales from
1967 10 1969

She was also at the
University of Reading, Berks
between 1969 10 1971 in the
United Kingdom, and to the

Studics from 1992 10 1995,
Shonl.y before  her

Minister
scholarship
orphans

bout 30 orphans from

the three senatorial

istricts of Akwa

Ibom State arc to cnjoy

scholarship beginning from
this year.

The Minister of Women

Affairs  and  Social

Devel

as Acting

introduces

scheme for
From Edet Elkanemi,
Stringer in Uvo
et o well as |
HIV/AIDS.

Obonganwan  Akpan
accordingly directed the
State Ministry of Women
Adinirs to work in partnership
with other women
organisations in the state o
evolve modalities for the |

Rita Akpan, who announced

the package in Uyo said the
scholarship will only be for
female orphlna up o

sclection of deserving

bencficiaries, and promised | |

u}m'u: wormen achicve their

“I wlll not dic until | have
hed my vision for

that ys
and those in the universitics
will also benefit from the
scheme.

The women affairs
minister explained that she
demonstrated

women” she vowed. She
commended commenced
Akwa Ibom women for their
supports and willingness 1o
support the administration
achieve its goal of
developing women in the
mnndﬁtmmntllm& |

Ahmady Bello Uni
Zaria, between 197210 1974,

Until her appointment,
Mrs. Rahila L. Mohammed
was the Acting Deputy
Rector of  Kaduna
Polytechnic, She possess
HBS5c Political Sciences and
many academic certificates.

A smtement  made

available to Daily Trust in
Kaduna signed by Mr. B.Z.
Bustwat, Registrar of Kaduna
Poltechnic, suid Mrs. Rahila
has since assumed dutics.

Daily Trise

SHANTES M) A LRSS
Central Business District
Tower 421, Constitution Avenue, Abuja

NOTICE T0 ALL ISSUING HOUSES AND ISSUERS OF
SECURITIES IN_THE NIGERIAN CAPITAL MARKET:
SUSPENSION_OF RULE 644 OF SEC_ RULES AND
REGULATIONS AND PROHIBITION OF UNAPPROVED
ADVERTISEMENT

The Securities and Exchange Commission hereby notfies all lssuing Houses
and Issuers of securities in the Nigerian capital market that Rule 64(4)a of
the Commission's Rules end Regulations is hereby ~suspended.

Consequently:

I, All Issuing companies who want to make public offers of their
securities from January 1, 2003, should note that they must state
the specific amount they require in their prospectus.

=

2. The Commission will no longer &:/+w the absorption of excess
proceeds on any Offer. Ower-Sut ‘cription must therefore be
retumed affer allotment.

()

AllIssuing Houses are hereby advised lo provide for underwriting
faciltes o the issues they manage, in order to avoid large scale
under subscription.

4, The Commission futher wams that all advertisements and
marketing materials in respect of public offers for both local and
foreign media must be submited to, and approve by the
Commission before release to the public

SIGNED

MANAGEMENT
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Youth forum demands

Ogbeh’s resign

ation

NnsSiac

Drailv

Arewa Women and
Youth Forum (AWYF)
has  renewed  its

determination to draft the

Trase

olitics

2007 AWYF vows to draft IBB

feeding just to ensure,
through their sweat, to
convince [BA to contest the
2007 presidential election.
“Most of them are those 1
pgave scholarship from my
school to complete university
education. Some are Okada
riders and petty traders who
declare their faith in the
leadership of IBB and
believe that when he comes
back as a civilian pmshlmt

glory because they believe |

can persuade him to do more |

for education than

presently the case,” she
added

Hajiya Tombayi said, the
money is not what to consider
but  the spirit and
commitment behind it adding
that women and youths were
at the receiving end of the
pnor educational system and

will restore our eds

that result

former military president, Smwmmw
on ll‘““"'"‘"“'] Obasanjo face-off was Gmcr-l Ibrahim Badamasi ing are
ion, the b g and dered gida to contest the undeterred and want o show
forthern  Youth  what prompied Chief Ogbeh | in 2007. that their call is genuine by
Leaders Forum (NYLF) has Iu resort to letter writing | Towards this end, the contributing moncy to buy
demanded for the immediate ., party ch he | AWYF i isi the declaration form for the
of the National dered access to the | over 50 youths and women 2007 mce and hope IBB will
Chairman of the Peoples  president. organisations across the 1ot disappoint them,”
Democrutic Party (PDPYover  * The NYCF Chairman said | country have embarked on ~ She  disclosed  that
the face-off between himsell  that “apart from the fact that | voluntary saving of ten members of the AWYF in the
and president Obasanjo on Chief Ogbeh was fully aware | percent of their weekly universities around the
one hand, and the iy, is of the Anambra. gs toward buying the country had also been saving
controversy between m,wm, steps taken by | peoples Democratic Party by cutting down on their
Adan state g % po Obasanjo towards. | (PDP) Presidential
Boni Haruna and  his  the amicabl {the ination forms when
Nassarawa state counterpart,  crisis, yet, Chief Ogbeh | party begins to sell them,

Alhaji Abdullahi Adamu on
the other.

decided to write 1o the
president instead of ||king

The sccond
chairman of the NYCF,
Comrade Ellia M. Afiyo,
addressing ] press
conference in Abuja on
Monday,

J-Amin
Little drops
PRP for PDP

Reyionul Editor {kana)

r he Peoples
Redemption Party
(PRP) gubernatorial

candidate  for 2003
govemorship election, Kano
State, Alhaji Ibrahim Ali
Amin Little, has officially
decamped to the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP)

Confirming the
development, Kano State
chairman of PDF, Alhaji Uba
Jigo, said Little’s decamping
would add a great deal to
PDP chances in future
elections in Kano State,
deseribing the former ANPP
grassrools mobiliser as an
assel to any political party.

“We are happy that
Ibrzhim Linle decided 1o join
the right party, the winning
party. We can use his |
grassroots mobilisation skill |
and it is hoped that he will
show Minching
commitment 1o the party as
we move 1o strengthen our
position in Kano State which
is known as u PDP state,”
Uba Jigo added.

In a telephone chat, Alkaji
Ibrahim Ali Amin Little said
that decision 1o decamped to
PDP followed consultations
he had with his close political
associates and all |
stakeholders.

“1 never take decisions |
without consulting with my
constituency and supports
who have been very
supportive in my political |
carcer. We looked at all the |
options available 1o us and |
analysed all the political |
parties before deciding 1o
pitch camp with PDP, the
young politician expl

A formal rally 1o receive
the erstwhile ANPP chairman
is being armanged by PDvin
K that T expebted 1 e’
ancndcd by all the party’s
cmaﬂzms in the state.

, conv

the presid
well as leaking the Ic|l.¢1 lo
the press.

“These questions and
many more conflirm our
iction and conclusion
that chiel Ogbeh’s letter was

The president of AWY,
Hajiya Maimunatu Lata
Tombayi told Daily Trust in
Kaduna that members of the

group inclode motorcycle ||

operntors and peity
“who are expregsin
desire to draft [
1o save the il
cation in

Narth

written with snitser motive | of public
| and intention which is | Nigeria and ¢
10 betrayal of | lac™
trust and smnckh of |
i und

The woman activist and
said in 2002 the

administrative
incompetence,” Comrade |
Afiyo said.

Omrade Afiyo added that |
Northern tradition demanded
that we avail and

group “IBB Vision 2003"

| which she leads, bought &

| nomination form No 0071 1o
draft IBB into the 2003 race
but could not get his nod

exhaust every available
means of advising and

Governor Joshua Dariye of Plateaw State (right) in @ heart to heart discussion with Arch, Abdultahi
Magafi, PDP vice chairman North Central Zone during a solidarity visit on the governor.

Senator wants more autonomy for LGs |

comecting our leaders in such
a way that would be oaahis Musliu — Inlud Iocnl gow:mlucm o=
acceptable to our leaders and SOb‘ﬂ.ko'n‘ (Lagos) Jocal |
also be considered as decent rgp,g“ngms Lagos "_;ﬂ“' adding that - He enjoined Nigerians o
and respectful. Central S | District, g, ?f',“mu ‘Io be ;'; 'h:.:u.” Imm‘:} be tolerant, and patient |
On the Gi Adamu | has ad d for increase in  ymperilled if the StatUs QUO IS administrative d which the local government |
and Haruna face-off, the | Local Government sutonomy not changed. : u:; s, mm:" administration as there are |
forum described as baflling | in Nigeria just as he called for The Senator, who is the Id?min'i::h:dl by ;:'“l o :“ ulga post of hnpc and |
why Govemar Boni Haruna | rotum to town council system _former chai of Lagos placed on them by the UveRation |
would describe Governor | practice in the country in Tree—
Abdullahi Adamu as Judas, | recent 3,
Saviay wach ShatEs P | Oee e wb ke n | SO ANFP supports Buhari’s plan for appeal
damning words i5 | radio programme monitored All Nigeria Peoples Governments for what it
unbecoming of an executive | by Daily Trust, asserted that Party (ANPP) Katsina | ¢ Kwim I called “unfortunate conduct™
governor of a state. only the gesture would bring state chapter has m‘*ﬁ- \iﬂf\_wjﬁl during the last “lection and
The r._m.m however, | the tier closer 1o the citizens | endorsed the plan by its  “the good  work  and  appointed a  caretaker
L d Gove and allow them to mould their | presidential did of the term of  committee -0 o the affairs
Adamu for his intellig sense of bel g through | General Mubammadu Bubari  lawyers led by chief Mike  of the par ; it the two local
well articulated and | full participation in project | (nd) 1o appeal the judgement  Ahamba  (SAN)  thal  governw  weas
responsible  reply 1o | Nigeria passed by the Court of  represented the party and its e .,],um' demned
Governor Boni Haruna, According to him, the | Appeal 1o the Sup “ourt  presidential didate.” ot :5 d “the "
The forum called o | positions  of  local | of Nigeria The mecting, which also o :kntna: ion of i
northern politicians, | povernment nowadays is that Rising from a joint meeting  adopted a  disciplinary dspaiatlyin e
especially those in positions | of stavery subjugated by state | of the state Exco and the  committee feport | SiLDu7 sk and: proporty
of high resp y toshun | g do. party caucus in Daurn focsl  recommending the 9ur.s the last local
campaigns of personalities | This development, he | govemment area of Katsing  suspension of the immediate 7™ "Ment election and sct
and instead concentrate on | stressed, portended | state, the party expressed  past state chai of ke o visit and
issues, especially with the | g, ngerous precedence to | satisfaction with General party, Alhaji Nafi'u Sani "WW with the victims
North us an entity facing its | division of powers among | Bubaris P 85 Duand Jso dissolved t1e andtlm: f|m|llcs under the
greatest political challenge | the tiers of government as | articulated in his press ils of Da1- hip of Dr. Yusha'u
tuw:mlh 2007 presidency, .u(d:ﬁc\d|u|lucnl|:|ll||tmqlnl' hn:!’nsminynn:rlhr(‘unn Musa and Danja Local Amaya'u.

2007: South-South  politician suppo

T he South-South
Coordinntor of Project
Nigeria and front line
politician cum business man
in Edo State, Prince Dr. H.
( dion has dod

| From Muluulnm Ajab |
Lorrespondent (PHC), |
since, nccording to him, the
region has produced the best

shift power to the northemn
part of the country in 2007
Prince Omorodiom who is
the South-South national
Coordinator of Project
Nigerin, told Daily Trust in
Port Harcourt that the option
afshifting the prositency o
the north in 2007 was in the
bcn interest of the nation

I d in the past

He, therefore, urged the
north to chose the most
saleable personality that
would patriotically work with
all segments of the Nigerian
society adding that the former
head  of, statg,, Genggal
Ibrahim Babangida would do
better,

Expressing optimism that
2007 will be like u normal
political year, Omorodiom
said there would not be any
crises as Nigerians have
learnt so much from the 2003
electornl malpractices.

“North has produced the
best presidents of this
country. People like Shagan,
Buhari, IBR and Abdulsalami
did well for our nation. But
to me, BB ruled better than
any of them because of the
bulk of experience and

- international expasure; He

also carried every Nigerian
along and was detribalised,”
he apined.

On the allegations against
the former military presadent,
Prince Omorodiom said that
the people would always
condemn leaders when they
have left office because the
power of incumbency would
have not given the chance to
do so.

Citing an instance with the
present governmen! whose
pobicies have made life hard

series of books would be
published at the end of the
regime in 2007 as it has been
happening in the past.
Prince Omorodiom noted
the South-South
presidency was not feasible
in 2007 since the zone is still
faced by fundamental
problems that do not signal
national unity, advising the
people of the zone (o accept
the power shift 16 the north
in good fuith for nlﬂluu.l

for ordinary. mmn: aI'Lhn “ unity and stability.

rts Northern presidency

|
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Rusedski to
face Federer
in Qatar

reg Rusedski began
his 2005 campaign
P with victory over Jan

Hemych at the Qatar Open,
and the Briton next faces
world sumber one Roger
Fe

The Rritish
battled pay Crech
opponent -3 o sl up
the daunting second-round
ancounicr,

Federer below his
best but still thrashed David
Ferrer ol Spain 6-1 61,

Sixth seed Ivan Ljubicic
cosed past qualifier Stanislas
Wawrinks 6-3 6-4, and
seventh seed Feliciuno
Loper beat Filippo Volundri
7-56-3.

umber two

"I"m will excited about
satbd Rusedsky. It is
pgreat to be healthy, | worked
very hard during the off-
seison and i's paying ofl”

Federer never found top
gear against Ferrer and
stammed his rac o the
ground 0 frostration sl one
but was always in
ud of the mutch.

And the Swiss star minde
& sUIrprise announcement
aflerwards when he revealed
that Australian Tony Roche
will work as his coach fior 10
weeks of the year

“It' good 10 know fhat

there will be help there

=

becawse | need someone o
anatyse and help improve my
gamc,” sald Federer

“I have no
woiuld do {witho
a relief that there will be help
#t times when | want ic™

Roche had originally
trned down the offer beca-
use of the tavelling invo-
Ived, and the srmangement
will Tast for just one year for
the time being,

v

xtent ever.

Britains Greg Rusedski will face world wumber one Roger Federer of Switzerland in the quarter-finaly of Qatar Open in Doha,

Truse
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James stars in Cleveland win

chron James wore a
plastic mask 10 protect
s face but it did not

prevent him playing a lead
mole as Cleveland Cavaliers
beat the Charlotte Bobents
9283,

James suffered a facial
fracture last week aftor being
clbowed in the fce st week
by Houston centre Dikembe
Mutomba

But it did not hinder his

VI TOOurie Purk . TRFTIT Rusifulian Open CoRF will B

form as be scored o gume-
high 26 points, grabbed eight
rebounds and dished out six
nuxists

Drew Gooden added 19
points and 14 rebounds for
the Cavs, who found out
carlier in the day that long-
time owner Gordon Gund has
agreed o sell the franchise

Gund agreed to sell the
team for nreported USS375m
to a group of investors
headed by Daniel Gilbert,
who 8 the chairman and
founder of Quicken Loans
and Michigan-based home

lesder Rock Financial

Chinis Bosh tied his carcer-
high with 25 points and
grabbed 12 rebounds, as the
Toronto Raptors started a
five straijght home-game sting
with a 105-94 victory over
Orlando

Muwris Peterson added &
season-high 21 points and
Rafer Alston went 4-0F-7 from

three-point range for 12
paints. Paul Pierce recorded
a triple-double with 19
points, 10 rebounds and 10
nssists, as the Boston Celtics
defeated the New Orleans
Homets 108-90, at
FloetCenter.

Ricky Davis had 23 poiris
and  Rael  LaFrentz
contributed 14 points aod 12

boards for the Celtics, who
outscored New Orleans 62-
44 in the second hadf en route
to their fourth sirmight home
win,

Boston's Gary Paylon
missed the game with a
strained left hamstring,
suffered during Sunday’s
lovss mt Detroit. He had played
i 305 consocutive contests

Hewitt angry at Aussie officials

beyton Hewitt directed

I another angry outhurst
t Australfan tennis
officials as the men's season

began in Adeluide,

The world number three
repeated his recent attack on
the pace of the courts at the

Australian Open courts
will be fastest ever-organisers

he Australian Open
cotrtd will be faster
than ever this year,
whatever Lleyton Howint
believes, Tennis Australia
president GeolT Pollard said
on Tucsday.
ard wias responiding
o crsticesm from fommer work
number one Hewitt that (he
e Park hard courns
were o0 slow and would
hamper his chances of
winning his home grand
slant
y

1!
el

pent & subatantinl
armount of money on m;
soime il Geations

ild appear 11's not
B to what L1 "
it"s very h
s perfect surf

upser thit Open orgnnisers
il v pedling 4o jelp

e

I thought 1 may have had

a bit of pull (influence) after
being number one in the
world for two years and win-
ning & couple of slams, but
whviously not that much,” he
said on Monday.

I basfThedd by the whole
really am and 1ve had
Full of it to tell you the

a gul
truth.

Hewitt won the LS, Open
in 2001 und Wimbledon o

year later but has not won o
grand slam since. He hay
nevier made it past the fourth
round of the Australiun Open
in eight atte

@ In
Lo win the
onship was Mark Edmo-
ndson in 1976, E
won the tithe wh
was played on the grass
cours of Kooyong

Maccarone makes switch to Siena

Whileshrowgh striker
assimo Mace
une has joined

Ttnlinn side Siena on loan for

the rest of the season
Muccarone, 25, had been

on loan ot Parma but made

m delighted b
this i8 u retum o Tus
Mugearone 1o
ite. 7 part
has alwiys

1 warw miy new toas
st 1 ind they impressed
me," he sabd of the 2-2 drow
before Chrigtmas

Maccarone went on o

i why his move. o

AL Paroa 1 hod welght
e when | signed Tor
* e said

‘I had 1o be yery it 1o
play in the poxition they war
ted me 1o sy bul sadly 1
't in the best of shape.”

forthcoming  Australian

n baffled by the whole
really am,” said He-
it “And 1've had a gutful
af i 1o tell you the trath,”
Hewitt lost a doubles
match at the Australisn Hard- |
court Championships on
Monday, but opens his sin-
gles campaign against Arm-
aud Clement on Tuesday,
Aler teaming wp with
coach Roger Rasheed to bose
T-6 (7-3) 6-7 (5-7) 62 1o
Jordan Ketrand Jim Thomas, |
Hewitt tumned his attention 1
the Rebound Ace surfice in
Melboume
“MeNamee's not going 1o
change his mind,” he said of
the Austmlion Open tourma
rient director Paul MeNnmee
“1t docsn 't worry me., Al
the end of y 1 've gol o
g0 oul there and try 10 win
the Australion Open and |
plan to try to do that on wha
tever I've got 1o play on."
In the opening day's
singles motches, third seed
r of Germany
i Scha

Seventh seed Florian
Mavyer, vighth seed Jurgen
Maleer and, Thotgs T v it
Wi wd Wi
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Redknapp

elegation-threatened
Southampton have
signed Tottenham

midfielder Jamie Redknapp
o help them beat the Premier-
ship drop

Smimts boss  Harry
Redknapp, who sceepted
Everton's six-million-pound
bid for striker Jumes Hesttic

ogMonday, also bagged
ham defender Calum
4 pon on loan

tenham relenscd
Redicnapp so be can link up
with his father Harry at South-

Benitez confirms Morientes interest|

iverpool  manager
Lﬂnfacl Benmtez has

confirmed the English
Premiership club’s desine to
bring Real Madrid striker
Fernando  Maorientes
Anficld during the
transfer window

"I ks o possibility, He says
he wanis o com e
Benitex told Sky Sports after
seeing his teamn go fifth and
drop Notwich into the relega-
ton xone with 2= win here
at Carrow Road on Monday,

Last month Liverpool's of-
ficial website reported
Muorlentes as saying: | am
going 1o England - | have de-
cided.

"I will go to Liverpool and
for many reasons. The main
reason is the coach Rafu
Benitez. He w Spanish and
knows me perfectly, which is
worth a 1ol for o professional

"We have assked Real M-
drid to make a fast solution

(1]
Y

and | don't want 1o expand

Oliveira replaces Luxembu rgo at Santos|

swaldo do Oliveira
of Santos on Mon-
day, replacing Vanderlel
Luxemburgo after he left
the Brazilian champions 1o

looks to son Jamie to beat the drop

TII: 31- -year-old former
England midfielder has spent
three years at’' Spurs since
moving from Liverpool, mak-
ing 53 first-team appearnnoes
und taking over os club cup-
taln from Teddy Sheringham
n 2003,

Tisttenham chukmn Daniel
Levy pruised Redknapp for
I efforts mt White Hart Lane,

*Tamiie has been a outstand-
ing ambassador for our clab,
Driring bis time with us he has
always shown commitment

any further, exoept to say | um
already booking through the
English dictionury,™

But the player’s agent luer
demied his chient had made any
such commients and Benitez
stressed that while he was
looking for new players he
ot make do with his cur-
rend squad, just theeg points
behind locs) rivals Evéron
and well in the hunt for the
fourth Champions League

ummfrs i

Join Real Madrid hnst week
iveira whao  was
Luxembiurgio's assistiunt car-
lie his carcer, had been
out of a job since he wax
fired by Vitoria in August,

(Miveira takex over from Luxemburgo ai Brazilian
Santos

| Champivns

and enthusiasm," said Levy

b I::';:'mnl o be an excel-
Jent club captuin with his posi-
tive attitude and fostering of
Lenm spirit

“We would. like wo thank
Jumie and wish him well o
Southampton.”

Redicnapp admitted be had
tecided on the move in onder
o get regulor finst-team fool-
hall.

“I'have enjoyed my time a1
To m bt s the toam has
developed, there hns boen a
healthy mcrease in competi-

place availuble to English
clubs.

“This week wo nre warking
hard and trying w0 buy new
players o imerease the level of
competition between the play-
ors but | am Yory happy with
the siguad,” e said.

"I we find some players,
then OK but if we don’ find
(therm) then we will goon with
our players.”

Second-half goals from
Luis Garcia and Jobn Arme
Riise sent Liverpool on their
way o before Norwich on-
sured o nervous finale for the
Reds afler | B<year-old substi-
tute Ryan Jarvis pulled & goal
back two minules before full-
timg,

Victory moant Liverpool
had bounced back ot the firt
opportunity following their |-
0 defeat at home 1o leaders
Chelsea but Beniter was still
bewildered by the congivted
Chiristmas ssd New Year pro-
gramme which has no pami-
lel in European foothal

“I'm very happy to be
back at work with s victori-
ous team,” Oliveira wold re-
porters.

I also hope 10 get back
on the path to vietory us my
six-year carcer ha en
more of them than defeats.

“I'm not worrying about

being  compared 1o
\Jml.clh'l after all I've al-
ready shown my potential

1¢ Brazil- |

also in charge of the u:umi'
WHIEH Worr the #1FA-workd 4
club champlonship held m,
Brazil the following year,

But last year was unsic- |
cesaful for Oliveira and he
was  sacked by hoth
Corinthinns and Vitorie dur-
ing the Brazilian champion-
ship.

Having returned 1o
Corinthians at the start of
last yeur, he was fired in
May following a 5:0 home
delen by Atletico
Parannense

He took over ut Vitoria
less then one month liter but
was sacked afler only 14

gatmnes in charge

first division to chan
coaches since the competi-
tion ended two years ago. [

tion for places and | have
found mysell on the beach
more than on the pitch,” he
1ol the Torenham website.

At this stage i my carcer
1 want to be playing moreso |
had a chat with Frank
(Arnesen), Martin (Jol) and
the chairman and asked them
10 let me go.

“They were greai about it
anid Martin even said when |
sh playing 0 come and
talk o B o about o coach
_ing 1|||\

"We try 10 use diffesem
phiyers but | don't understand
why (thers are s0 many, fix-
meres), I is not just me, all the
professionals say the sume.

*We have hod o good
Christmas though. We are
winning more gaimes away,
W ane miofe conuisiond and wo
have more confidence.”

Norwich manager Nigel
Worthington, whose leam
held out Tor o draw in ther
previous match against Port-
smouth despite playing most
of the gume with 10 men,
prased his playens' characer

"They never deopped their
eads. We got o great goal 10
come hack fnto it and might
even had o penalty.

“Over the lasi four games
we have worked very hard
botat with Fittle retum - but that
is the Premiership,”

Villa 'set to sign' Pompey's Faye

ston Villn are sef to
Awmpldc the signing of

Prortmonth midfielder
Amdy Faye, secording to the
player's agent.

Willie McKay says the 27
yeur-old Senegal intemational
has pusined # mecical ind s on
the brmk of joiming Villa for s
fee of around Cm

Middicsbrough were also
Hitkod with u bid for Fuye, who
made 50 appearances for
Pompey after joining them

MOnUrE nll WKL O
m-.u.n et

;I!wn_rs‘ /

Mahammed Aunsl Norudesn B
Wahab Kghewole & Ua. (Solicier &
202, Nigonm Howse, Dhrahin Talwe Bd, Barin

wlit Liemeral pilly

from Auxerre for £1.5m in
August 2K

But MeKay told the Duily
Express: “I'm sure something
will happen m Villa.” Faye
could be the fira of n mmber
of departures from Framon
Park.

Crech Republic midiielder
Paink Berper, whose contract
runs out in the summer, hos
b linked wath Southamplon,
wha are managed by former

m&ms&lu STAR
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Pompey boss Harry Redionapp.
Isrneli midficider Herkovie
i known to be wanted by
Maccabi Tel Aviv, while striker
Yakubu could also be tangeted
by nther Prenmenship clubs
But Portamouth coach Joe
Jordan hopes o keep miost of
his squead. He said: "Weve had
one of two ingquities and we
can't affond (o be in a position
where we lack cover in centaim
positions for half a seison.®

and
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Blatter ready to head FIFA

IFA president Sepp
Fﬁlaucr is ready 1o

stard fora new tem as
the, head of soccer's
governing body until 2011
and will make suggestions to
change the rules about
offside at an International

cand meeting next month.
“Le’s first complete the

2006 World (', And then.,
if I'm still in good ! health, |
will still feel like continuini
my work at FIFA because |
was seriously hampered in
my first term,” he fold soceer
magazing France Football in
an interview to be published
on Tuesduy.

Hl-nm'r 69, has repeatedly
insisted he would only
remain FIFA president for
two four-year terms, but he
made it clear he had changed
s oind,

"The first half of my firsd
term (1998-2002) doesn't
count. 1Fnational nesociations
tell me to go on, why
shouhdn’t | stand once again™
hie sanil.

Swiss-born Blaver added
he sull fielt young enough 1o

until 2011

g0 ahend but that the decision
would belong 1o the FIFA

ongress.

“If 1 run for presidency and
the Congress say they have
ween enough of me, then Il
#0,” he xaid.

Asked if he would stay
until 20011 if the Congress
accepted the idea, be said:
“¥ea™

In the meantime, Blatier
will plead 1iir changes in the
game's laws; - including
offside.

“You must make the
offide rule simpler,” he said
“How? In sy mind by saying
that only the player who
receives the ball can be ruled
offuide. /

“There should not be
passive offsides anymore. 11
the player who gets the ball
18 not in an offside position,
nobody is offside.

"Which means thit a player
without the ball cannot be
ruled offside. Purists will
scream, but it's o simpler

rile.”

Blamer sand he was agamsi
the idea of video assistance
for offsides but favoured
electronte de 1w decide
whether the ball had erossed
the goal line

“Omie thing that is possible
and for which we'ne looking
for an acceptable solution is
the control of the goal line 1o
find out whether the ball was
in or out,” said Blatter, who
linked the device to
equipment used for line calls
m tenmis.

Blatter said FIFA would wy
o new system inventod by
Adidas uxing an electronic
mucroehip in the ball.

The sysiem will be tested
during the English League
Cup final in CardifT on
February 27, Blatter said

Commenting on recent
racist incidents in soccer
arenas, Blatter exemplificd
Amsenal and France striker
Thierry Henry s an
ambassador against racism.

At a high-profile news
conference before FIFA's
u.'mulnul Ws-rld Player ol

Blatter
the Year gala lost mounth,
Henry sent a clear message of
support in the fight against
racism in soccer when he
wore & black-and-white

brucelet
Jo said e was wearing it
a5 n symbol of hissupport fur
any moves that prevent fans'
l;(mlmunl mcisl behaviour,

Cech’s balance helps tighen Chelsea’s grip on the title

hose gloves on the
WPrcml::uhi iy
phy? Should Chel-
set o on (o take the title, Pete
will be one of

the most significant (actors in
the side’s grip on power. Amid

| ull the constermation over the

penalty that Liverpool wene
denied on New Year's Day,
there was too litthe regand for
another key moment of the
Anfleld aftemoon.

‘When Tiago mithed a clear-
wnece against Antonio Nifes
the bl had only n few yvands
1o fly to the top comer of the
net. It needed shamp reactions
for anyone just to turn aod
gawp, but Cech did better than
ithat: He had the hairtrigger ne-
flexes 10 get to that rogue re-
Tound

w:'munwmwuul
sort of intervention from the

Caech goal . Totlenham
I'Itmlr.wmmhukl-
sea manager Jose Mourinho,
parked ihe wwam bus in their
penalty area for the goalless
thruw at Starrsford Briddge in Oc-
tober, but had it not fior
Cech the visitors could still
Have run Chelsea over. The re-
sponse to Robbic Keane's
elose-runge header reduced
spectators 10 disheliel’

Cech will not even tum 23
il the summer and his youth
maty necount for the ability off
Chelsea to agree what was, for
them, & knockdown £7m foe
with Reanes in the course of
last scason. By investing m
someone who wis
mllromalumwl‘u‘mmﬁu
chub pulled off one of their in-
creusingly rare picces of har-
waini-bunting.

Muonrinho, whe hac no pan

inrecruiting Cech, often extols
his players, but.at least hie
knows how (o brag percep-
tively. "Petr is magnificent,” he

He doese't do silly, magruficent
saves. Hee bs stable and plaiys
for the team”

Cecli's effext on the rest of

edf's Tim Howard fahered afler
an encouraging year and Roy
Carroll's hesitation over the
new deal he may soon sign

saiicd. "He is a koeper fora big  theback four is undermted and — showed doubt over his stand-
tenm. Sometimes i not even John Terry, William  ing at Old Trafford. lieves it not to be a realistic
is great in o small tcam where  Gallas or Ricardo Corvalho  There soomito bebettey goal- | total, suggesting lh=!| "ﬁ
e has 30 savies to do during a coubd defend with such calm-  keepers frther down the Pre- kwklll‘lww:wml::m y
game and he poestoa bigehub  ness if they had doubts about — miership, but that mey be an Lt ‘(“m m;) pad X b b
and sc e has one save  the man behind them.  ilhusion. We donot know how, | 4 "":'"' {msﬂ [':m.-r
in each half he loses concen-  Mourinho suggests diplomati- — say, Antti Niemi, Jussi I's:Jamie Carmgher 58
tration. Petrcan be halfanhour — cally thit the presence of Cardo Jaaskelainen or Robert Green P“'ml Tt the refcies Mlll;‘c
without the ball but whenadif-  Cudicini keeps his fisst-choice  would bear the burden of in- \ in denying the Anfickl
ficult ball arrives be ismentally  goalkeeper on his toes, but  activity atawop club, Mourint 1|d.¢ A clear penalty agminsi
fior the save. Cech, as well as being taller at s wise to note that concentra- | heteen on & turday and in
"He is tall but without Jos- 66t Sin, transmits reliability. tion can collapse under the | fuifing 1o dismiss Rio
iz agility. Normally tall peo- That is a precious attribute.  weight of empty time, Ferdinand during Arsenal's
rlu ane hq.a\)‘ He has safe  The other challengers for the It in 1 worry for the national | yisit 1o Manchester United,
ands, reads the game well.  Premiership are uncasy about  feam that suitable English men | had personally enginecred a
Yous wee in crosses, be arrives  their Al Amsenal  are  scarce,  Sven-Goran | gy point swing in Chelsca's
inthe plm:uhl‘r-n. theball He  Manuel Almunia has taken  Eriksson is always Wﬂ]:;?; favour. “That has mrancle
hastiming. Another greatqual- — over from Jens Leh speak with the | a mistake; he cannot ide from
ity 1like in him is that hedoesn't ~— without fing anyone of Chris Kirkland, | that in those two games,” said
 for the photogrupbers. No,  that he i Arséne Wenger's fi- bt wuckml orts thist Liv- Wenlv.-r. and he went on to
K:.ua.uwmmmm.h nal answee, Manchester Unit- ly 1o sell him protoste! the case for introduc-
- have ﬂmhlln; because an | ing vidoo lechnology.
array of injuries have stunted You cannot say that in
xc\-c Mmmwﬂmlllmhemphl
POy o . the only
fiore and Richard Wright, onl mmwm see what is hap-
h-ctlnlhehvmmlf:tﬁ . 8 the referce. That is
cause of Nigel Marmyn's wrl' ot foothall, that is injustice.
strain, used to be Eriksson's
T iae ae-fateire=Fhe Eng= |
landd mmagier, whio must pry | chester Ci wiugcr Shaun
that Paul Robinsen stays well, | Wright-Phil i;u On theeve of
has had 1o hile and even fixe
named Fan Wilker in ¢ Eng- | qure ot 1 bury!-hlncrmlng
kandt sequact while be wasdown | i Frenchmun said: “I have

Wenger sees
test ahead for
Chelsea

rsene Wenger last
night warned the
Chelsen manager Jose

Mourinho of the psychologi
cal I||s.n$uw|1lfxf
ax Premiership leaders.

Despite twa pu:\ma title
igns Ar-
:um?_n n.mwu) ip

first time they had led from the
fromt to capture the trophy,
Taviny Inslum it Chirkst-
mas end anchester
Uni 20 -03.

Such memories cansed
Wenger 10 dismiss sugges-
Hons that Mo 's i
already champrons-clect ater
pullmg five points clear of Ar-
senial. "There Is no ensy way
1o [win the title] from my ex-
perience,” he sand, "The only
thing | ktiow from experience
is that many teams have been
it froot in January and not
wnt the championship

Fn-: Potnts s ot a bot with
s 10 20, Wher you are
mlll you can only lose it
n- everyone says you have
won it already, So you have
1o fiwce ifiat prospect, that yon
can Jose it.”  However,
Maoutinho could retort that,
Tarving won tithes in 2003 and
2004 in exactly that manner
with Porto, he i not uniniti-
ated.

Although Wenger concedes
that n Prermiership-record 100
points is & mathematical pos-
sibility for Chelsea, he be-

in the old First Division with
Lei

Cesler,

Ther Casdilos aned Crianluigi
Bulfon muy impress us but
oo goalkeepers are inercas-
migly searce inall countrics and
it will, for instance, be n biow
to Crermany if they are still
picking between Oliver Kihn,
who now makes memarable
mistakes, and Lehm, who
seldom makes & memorabile
mave, when thoy host the World
Cuy firsals next year

A tup-fligghe goalkeeper is far
wgher 10 find than a high-
loes forwand | -I\k\ Chelsen

Collosd from Guardlan
Online

satbd many times that | follow
his progress. Bit his progress
i mch quicker than expected
and infortunately his price has
gone up, According 1o what |
e, [City | sy about £20m,
sir that has gone 1o levels we
cannot afford.”

Arnsenal's Swiss 1eenager
Philippe Senderos (s set 10
make his Prermiership debut
ugainst City tomight afler Sol
Campbell was niled out with
un ankle injury. Justin Hoyie
will deputise sl right-back for
Lauren, Robin van Poriie

shyoialed rmblinbie by STtk andd |
| ‘Robert Pires will i,




Ogunjobi drums u

FA, Chiel Taiwo
Ogunjobi, yesterday
in Abuja urged the

stafl (o support the Ode-
ghami-led interim manage-
ment in the interest of the
(e

i made the appeal

| atavaledictory mecting with

-

the staff following his

(removal by the spors

NFA crisis won’t distract us

oach of the Flying
Eagles  Samson
Siasin, says the

controversies over the on-
oing reforms in the NFA will

Metz
target
Ogbeche

1geria international
striker Bartholomew
Ogbeche is an the
shopping list of French club
Metz a5 be i out of favour i
Pariy Saint-Germain.
*Bartho does not figure in
the immedinte plans of coach
Vahid Halihodzic at Paris
Saint-Germain and has made

no secrets of his wanting out |

during the January transfer |
window which opened Satur- |

day 8o as 1o get regular firs-

team fmlhifa =

Metz, 14th in the standings
with 23 points from 19 mat-
ches, are believed o be inte-
rosted in the 20-year-old
striker, if they fail 1o land
Toifilou Maoulida from ang
ther Fregs

Rennes and they are
reported 1o be mulling a loan
deal for the Eagles star till the
end of the season,

Last season, the former
youth intemnational was on
loam at another French Ligue
I outfit Bastia.

Ogbeche
Empty National Stadium awaits staffers

he National Sports
Associstion offices
located within the
 National Stadium, was
devoid of the sual hustle and
bustle yesterday, the first
working day of the year.
The News Agency of
Nigeria (NAN) reports that
many staf¥ failed 1o report for
duty after the Christmas and
New Year break, with most of

| the offices locked.

The linision officer of the
Ministry of Sports and Social
incharge of the
Associations, M Hauwa

NFA reforms

ministry.
Sources told the News
Agency of Nigerin (NAN)
after the meeting that
Ogunjobi apologised 10 the
stafl for “any
mistake”probably committed
bry his sacked management
The mecting was attended
by the out-going Director of
Finance and Administration,

not distract the team from its
build-up to the African Youth
Soccer championship.
The nnnonal Under- 20
feam,

p support fo

Olubode Oke while other
heads of departments had
since vacated their offices

“He wished o well at the
NFA and asked us 10 co-
operate  with the new
management so thal soccer
will grow in Nigeria, * a
source said

The sacked management
was expected to hand over the

Agency of Nigenn (NAN)
yesterday in Abuja, that the
players had remained focused
i apite of numerous

Mﬁulu. b 5 In:\!u]l\i 10 file uu!

bl in their camp.
e almua work on their

atthe
shated to kick off on Jan, 15
| in Benin Republic

Siasia, a former Super
Eagles striker, 1ol the News

WBA must

wankwo: Katiu has
said his rock bottom
English Premiership

team must now take ks and
pliy 1o win i they are o beat
relegation this season.

West Bromwich Albion
e rooted at the bottom of the
standings in the English top

Ikhana

| ormer Under-23 conch

Kadiri Ikhana has said

that he tumed down a
contract worth over

NBO million from South

Africain Premier Soccer

 Jeague side Black Leopards to

Disu: I’ll prove my critics wrong

ewly-engaged

techuical adviser of

Lobi Stars, Tunde
Disu; has said that be opted
for the Benue State
Govemment-owned club o
as “to make impact and o
PIOVE My critics wiong in the
New Year The former NFA
technical director told KICK
OFF:" Since | left the NFA ax
the technical director o few
years pgo, somo critics have
cast.  doubts on
competence s a leéo al
man. | want to use the
challenge of my appointment
o prove them wrong.” He
went further: “1 am not going
to Makurdi because of the

Kulu-Akinyemi told NAN
that many of the sports
secretaries and suff were on
working leave.

*You know the civil service
rule I"\rlluln spill over of
annual leave beyond Decem-
ber 31. Any o who
has leflover leave forfeits
same. However, sports sec-
returics, overseeing compet-
itions within their associa-
tions cannot proceed on leave
and so will only enjoy a vmr
lm{vn\e when they are free.

‘e allow them go on
leave when they are fiee, but
il 1 spills ko January, they

by making them
hq.lmc that what matters
most (o them is lo make
history by qu..h{ylnu for the
Waorld Cuj

Might with 13 points from 22
matches after they were held
1o & scorcless drw at home
by Newcastle on Monday
righit

It was the Haum lnnlh
draw in the P

I new m

associition o the lugEm

yesterday but as at mid-day,
none of the new members
turned up to receive
Ogunjobi's notes.

The Sports Minister Musa
Mohammed had on Dec, 23,
2004 announced u major
shake-up in the association
that swept away its enfire
management.

- Siasia

“We try all the time not 1o
get  distracted by the
transitional problems of NFA
by paying more atiention 10
ing lor the World

“ e said,

!hc squad is slated 10 play
the Runch Bees FC of
Kadunas, pro-league
division one ‘ulllrL HmOTOw
in a friendly match at the
Mational Stadium

Norwich and Blackburm.

make them the joint hluhn\
drawn team along with

rejects N80m for

sty with Kwar United.
“They (Black Leopards
people) came here, we had
discussed  terms  and
everyihing came to about
eighty million natra. But they

money the club are offering
me. Other teams that
appronched, especially
Shooting Stars offered me
more mopey, but | want 1o
take the challenge o tap the
sbundant talents in that pant
of the conntry,”

Disu hailed the team’s
chairman, Dominic lorfy, for
the matured manner he
approached him for the job.

He sdded:" The chuirman
called from London on (his
job and he spoke W me with
some messure of respect. |
told him that it would be nic
waorking with him auun

Dominic wan my of in
the national team, & with
Ogaba Peter, Moses Kpakor
and several others. | am

enjoy & ‘working leave',”
Kulu-Akinyemi smd,

She said the first week of
the vear was

“Week of Grace™, nddmﬁ
sometimes there jsn't &
attendance in office in the first
woek.

were paid late in Dncm.bcr
and so many of the sl were
still trying 1o get their money
from their banks.

Kulu-Akinyemi said that
that staffs who absent them-
selves from work without ge-
nuine reason would be sunc-
tioned.

regarded as o |

We know draws are not good

play to win, says Kanu

Earnshaw m a three-man™T
strike force on Monday might

against

But Kgnu has backed :mmslsmub:d. we're STty i e R
muanager Bryan Robson after  disappo cause we've i3
he lined up three strikers for  had so many games where we w:'nT ﬂ‘:‘:ll':.m\::hft ':; 5"3.::
the first time this season as  could have won and we've Lo We are playing rwm
WBA went all out for a win  given goals away inthe dying  which is why we played with
against Ni ) minutes,” said Kanu, who  (hree  strikers

“The confid played al ide Geolf N le - we
back and that is lmpomnl Horsfield and Robert don't normally do,” he

contim
"Newcastle are a goodem
Wﬁgl‘a team but we need 1o win and
1 think we will if we carry on

took too long to get back to
‘me and by the time they did, |
had already given my word o
nwara United,” Ikhana
disclosed.

According to him, officials
of the South .r\fman ud:

looking forward to bringing
up mose ol layers from
thatpart of the ry.
disciplined coach like me can
hnnt; the game to a higher
leviel there, and that is what 1
intend to schieve with Lobi ™

ting his contract.
Mnyb: I am just old
fashioned, but T believe that
whenever [ give my word, |
should respect it I! is not
always about money.”
Ikhana, who  guided
Enyimba to the "Dﬁ! Caf
Champions League, says his
immedinte target is 10 koep
Kwara in the Premier Leaguc
“That ks pry first priocity as
we go 1o the play-offs. Alfter
that, the rest of the league
should prepare for seripus
hattles whenever they meet
| Kwarn, either home or away.™

like this.

"The players now believe
we can keep clean sheets afler
doing it against a good side
like Newcastle.”

Kanu added: “Now we
have to take the risks, with
whatever formation we play,
and see what happens. W
can't have the mentality of
settling for a point in games.
We're not creating a lot of
chances because we-are not
dominating games but the
more the confidence grows
the more chances we'll
create.”

Minnesota ﬂﬂuﬂﬁn stur Michael (Nowokandi; right, struggles for a rebwund sgainu
Clffard Robinsaa qmmmmnxumw
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The press, the presndent Oputa and the generals

MIII“IMWM
il ou‘lhehim
mmﬂurmﬁmm“‘ litions In-

B) Mohammed Haruna

e 1o

{Hmummnm

publicati P 1 be o b
mmwmm-mnmm shaukd im-

vestigutions Commession
mmnwnwumarh
wwmmlnmmmm
rrpwtdwmlnpmnmdy the fead of The News
wekly newsmagnaine, which used the report as the cover
-‘m?dol?m ...."”,'ﬁ‘s.. fo both The News and

op ts oport &

Fangen hpl s seven i of former heads of
wate, wswuw srahim Babitpgida and

mons. The Guardian did not do any story
bt merely annoenced on s front page that
begmaing the serinlisation of the (OF
report in the day's edition. Tn atdition fo ity
own story, which was on [he front page.
K lIw started ihe serfalisation of
(e OP report. :
Between The News and banguard, |Iu;

 announcing (s decision o serialise

the O report, The Guaridian captured what
wm»hhmﬁﬂ?ﬂ
4 how haw
alnai:‘ “The MII'IM
= Ot Rights Violations Inves-
W mh;k.::lhm

s
to resolve the causes ?

Mmmdﬁnmhu Hon, Justice Chukwudifu A, Oputa

country and reconcile aggrieved
m@nﬂMmmehWthﬂ

ntl&upm. MEM-‘IMnI{ w
What both The Guardian and w&lmb was
10 jotn The News in

ecusing President |
mhlrylhnpeﬂ Ngmhh:aﬂheunﬂ
questians ruised on and about the report. Firs,
umkgaumuammr-mmmmm
panylmum Mwuﬁmmndm“ﬁn

will its buse and bri

uurﬁlmm

fier OP

h@h-amw

"epeated calls, ineluding from the chaieman of the panel and

mﬁﬂmnlhmmkﬂnwmlnl
dnnnmnyllkmbdblll\v iven it nature. I also
Bill, which has been

tary tiever bothered 10 s it ~ they simply banned
mypuhlimmdmdﬂall:kmmmmu
inting lows — ond has ooly served a5 » Sword of T

ant and Diaily mmumm Ummmﬂhw-ldsh

Identification of of human righ
mmiliﬁmmm_kwﬂmﬂwwbtﬁ ¢
x“: hligh Lations, Le the ban of Buhari
;i T
ch i o e
whl:hlnwh?lyhdnnmmoru al than a

e it
efs it
Ikwl:jlaiullmpuhilc— thise sessions the Fllb'
Mﬁhmhwﬂ lllghmdmlmbcin;
elipped = the mmhmmadkuhrwpm
emment proceeded to abuse the rights of ity citizens in
places like Odi, Delta State, and Zaki-Biam, in Benue State,

! P R e

il el nes in
- Plateau, Nassarawa and Adamawa states and the Delia re-
MMWMMHMWOPMM
#ling several
cmlly rmwnhmmm
even merely

uoimmammnmmmmm
ﬂmwari:m-mmmemmnlnw
violence in the country, the reasans are not-difficulr 1o see;

' was essentially about revenge and politice. OF, as | said

mm% e 7,2001, mumwllhqu“i

!
:

/
i

g

ered to have surrendered their right fo govemn Nigeria and
anmhhhﬂmhhhﬂﬁr%

erI' nlhmuiﬁkwuﬂymlnlw&du
for Obasanjo, for the h
ton suggests sheer It
m*mummhmmmmm
tion of the panel’s summons.

rmmmmxmuammm hdﬁ:lmmpdby Justice Oputa himsell and Sherift, have deseribed this re-
m;owmliml I’f.“‘ i e Nevwa gl € Mhﬁmhg him to death, later cam- mmhmmufmuyﬂulwulﬂmhymﬂm
are in beeach of ws und If President Obasanjo is s i mmnamsnrmpmmm divine intervention in
inclined he can mucn-ll!,hwe{?crm the rmommmmmmwnm. death. One wnmwmgmummmm
hndhmuilmvﬂdmmmmmdm neoded a large heart 1o resist vengeance und it is well-} 'm‘i‘“ "“‘1"“"";""‘.""‘*“
repon of becatse it would be a foolish to do, Not that  that even as a self-proclaimed Born-again Christian, & large  Pascl insisted on it persanal appearance. Naturally
mmmmmmm v heart is ot one of Obasanjo's virtues, "’m"’"‘"‘"‘“om O o w;
B L deer Shmn. cptact Wl thé deciston/of the court bt 1 bejipics beliof that 8 Ak

of the DPWWTMML;MCM
B , it fhr from mmmorl. On the contrany the media

4 maral duty 1o have published, not only the OF repon,
bait such other similir Jong g, OF sat in public. The

pulﬂi:mh?ar ml:'whnnuﬂnpnwmnﬁi
sendations. IOP did not »mgvmum
the peo iy blication of its

Mot only was OF for Obasanj by h
Iusnan nduaiumlmumnlmhn it wak alo esson-

OF wak essentialls veninheemﬂpnllﬂml’nuhepmum

Suprenie Court judge would condema someone proteeted by
the courts nncdngwymmn

Tor at least ﬁvernzml. First, unlike South Afnca’
sion which OPF sought w emulate, it wis set tp b undue
haste; Nelson Mandeln took four years and lots of public
debate 10 set up his own while Ohasanjo was harely two
weeks in office when he set up his. Second, ihe
Chpst psefless of what it mernbers, wnd its medin conguli-

By all tobe blinded
lllﬁhnulchwophumwnwmm
Ohosanjo in & quandary, 1f he obligos the panel, he will be
infringinmg on the findamental rights of the general, some-

of thing they are bound 10 challenge in cotirt and are likely 1o

win. If he does not oblige the panet, he will be sceuwed by the
more voal sections of the country e insineers.
For Obasanjo OF has turned ot o double-cdged sword

21 that hie has o ssiug very carefully. Peraps this largely ex-

phain why e hans been cehuctant (o publish it roport.
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