GOODWILL MESSAGE FROM THE NATIONAL LIBRARIAN AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF NIGERIA GIVEN ON THURSDAY, 18TH NOVEMBER 2021, AT THE CONFERENCE HALL OF THE NATIONAL BUREAU OF STATITICS, IN COMMORATION OF THE 2021 CELEBRATION OF AFRICAN STATISTICS DAY IN NIGERIA.
I am felicitating with the Statistician-General and the Bureau of Statistics today, as they host this remarkable event to celebrate the African Statistics Day, in Nigeria. I also felicitate with all users of statistics.
As a Librarian, my daily routine revolves around statistics. I rely on statistics when selecting books to buy, in order to ensure that there is even acquisition of materials across all to subject areas. I rely on statistics to track all cataloguing and classification activities in the library.
Generally, all operations and services in the library are dependent on statistics, to provide meaningful for decision makers.
I am therefore elated to be a part of this year’s celebration of the African Statistics Day in Nigeria. My joy is not only premised on the worthiness of the celebration but also on the aptness of the theme of this year’s celebration.  We acknowledge that the development of any community is premised on reliable statistical data which is a veritable instrument for planning. Need I say again that without reliable statistics, Government will find it difficult, if not impossible, to provide, even and equitable development.  
For Africa to catch up with the rest of the world in development indexes, its respective nation states need reliable statistical data for all indices. And with the advancement made in technological development, it is important for us to deploy relevant tools that will give us credible statistical data that is needed for the development of our continent.  
I will like to use this opportunity to pledge that we at the National Library of Nigeria, shall continue to share the statistics that is available to us, with any interested party. Once again, I heartily felicitate with the Statistician-General, and the team that organised this remarkable event.
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