
rnl i t  i n

m u :
Trust Is A Burden
VOL. 2 NO. 6

RUST
WEDNESDAY, JULY 18, 2001 RABIUL-AKHIR 27,1422 A.H. N50

RC. 5t75#
Habib Nigeria Bank Ltd.

M Xot. f t liifti

HEAP OFFICE 
General Shchu Musa Yar’Adu* House. 
7/9 Bank Road, PMB 2180. Kaduna. 

Tel: 062-245 UO-9 
Website: htlp/www.habibnigeriabank.com 

E-mail: info@habib-bank.com.nig

51 brtacfce* across the country.

. O w  H n Z fir A  tt\̂ e .'U * W X r

WEDNESDAY COLUMN
Mohammed Haruna on:

International 
IDEA and 
Nigeria’s 

democracy
Page 5

STAR INTERVIEW

We will check 
dumping

-Commerce Minister 

Page 12

s v jv < D ‘F (y v m A (n w

090 - 803322 
064- 6471 IS

mm
48 ft ks&wwmmad fteoa 
OS Ssflefteaaef OtSctofeftasKt 
R0  BOX I23S3. W O  
l-n d t MudtoundaBngyohoo.com

Complete therapy will not cost more than NSO.OOfl 
Surely we wSi soon earn your confidence (hshi ABth)

A PDP stalw art in 
Nasaraw a Local 
Government Area 

o f Kano State, Alhaji 
Yahaya Abubakar Kindari, 
has been arraigned before the 
‘Yankaba Upper Sharia  
Court for duping a grains 
merchant, Alhaji Musa Isa 
Ibrahim, o f N 1.6 million. 
The accused, who posed as 
the Special A ssistant to 
former Agriculture Minister, 
Hassan Adamu, was also 
said to have impersonated

Minister’s impersonator dupes bizman
From M usa Umar Kazaure,

__________ in Kano__________
the Minister of Commerce, 
Alhaji Mustapha Bello.

He was charged with 
crim inal conspiracy and 
cheating, contrary to Section 
120 and 211 of Kano State 
Sharia Law 2000. Accord­
ing to the prosecutor, Ser­
geant Um ar Mohammed 
Yakasai, the accused,

Yahaya Abubakar Kindari 
and two others (Bala Usman, 
still at large and Murtala 
Masud) conspired and col­
lected N 1.6 million from the 
grains m erchant, A lhaji 
Musa Isa Ibrahim, promising 
to secure a grains allocation 
letter from the Minister of 
Agriculture. The prosecuting 
police officer told the court

that after almost a year of 
promises, the complainant 
discovered that he was be­
ing duped and that the first 
accused was actually imper­
sonating the M inister of 
Commerce, Alhaji
Mustapha Bello, and also 
pretending to be the PA to 
the Minister of Agriculture.

Narrating his experience

to Daily Trust in Kano, the 
victim, Alhaji Ibrahim, said 
he was introduced to the first 
accused, by the second ac­
cused, Bala Usman, who 
posed as a brother to the Min­
ister o f Commerce. Bala 
Usman, the complainant con­
tinued, said his brother, the 
minister, had offered to assist 
him with 1,500 tonnes o f 
grains allocation letter using

his ministerial connection 
with the Agriculture Minis­
ter. He continued that the 
first and second accused in­
tended to sell the allocation 
to him at N 10,500 per tonne.

“They were to make 
N6.5 million as profit out of 
which N1.6 m illion was 
promised to the PA to the 
Agric Minister who was to 
process the approval given 
by the minister and get the 
allocation letter. I was asked 

contd. on pg 2

Nigeria Mint
Similarly, government

for sale
The Federal Govern­

ment yesterday 
added six other pub­

lic enterprises to the list of 
companies and parastatals 
slated for privatisation, just 
as it announced the partial 
commercialisation o f the 
National Hospital, Abuja, 
and the Federal Medical 
Centre (FM C), Gombe, 
Gombe State.

Leading the list of the 
new companies to be sold is

By Osborne Adi Jnr.

the Nigeria Security Printing 
and M inting Company 
(NSPMC) Ltd., the Interna­
tional Conference Centre 
(ICC), Abuja and West Af­
rican Refinery Company 
Limited, based in Sierra 
Leone.

The last was confiscated 
from the late General Sani 
Abacha and his National Se­
curity Adviser, Malam 
Ismaila Gwarzo.

Oputa summons Ogomudia
T he Human Rights 

V iolations In­
vestigation Commis­

sion (HR VIC), yesterday, or­
dered a bench warrant to be 
issued for the Chief of Army 
Staff (CO AS), to compel him 
to appear before the commis­
sion over allegations of gross 
human rights violations

By Uwem Umo

against one of his men.
The commission came to

that conclusion, yesterday,
while treating a petition from 

contd. on pg 2

has announced the divest­
ment of its shares from the 
newly commissioned Abuja 
Stock Exchange (ASE), Stal­
lion Properties Ltd, jointly 
owned by the NNPC, the 
privatised Unipetrol and the 
Electric Meter Company of 
Nigeria (EMCON).

Spokesman for the Bu­
reau of Public Enterprises 
(BPE), Mr. Joseph 
Anichebe, told newsmen in 
Abuja that government was 
selling-off its 40 per cent 
shares in West African Re­
finery, 75 per cent holding in 
NSPMC, while the ICC was 
to be privatised by conces­
sion to the core investor for 
Abuja Sofitel Hotel, which is 
adjoining the conference 
centre.

For Abuja Stock Ex­
change Pic., Anichebe said, 
was being privatised in order 
to level the playing field and
deepen the Nigerian capital 

contd. on pg 2

From right, C hief o f  Army Staff, Major-General Alexander Ogomudia, Minister o f  FCT, Alhaji 
Abba-Gana and Chairman o f  FCDA Board, Dr. Olu Alabi, during a press conference on street 
naming in Abuja... yesterday. Pix: Felix Onigbinde.

Streets named after l%6 coup victims
resident Olusegun A--). . 1

r
Olusegun 

Obasanjo has ap­
proved the naming of 

major streets in the Federal 
Capital Territory (FCT), 
Abuja, after the victims of

Zero allocation over soon -Commissioner
T Ihe problem of zero al­

location confronting 
local government 

councils in Nigeria will soon 
be a thing of the past, the 
zonal commissioner for the 
North-Central Zone of the 
National Revenue
Mobilisation Allocation and 
Fiscal Commission, Chief 
John Mankilik, has said.

Speaking during a cour­
tesy call on the Kwara State 
Governor, Alhaji
Mohammed Lawal, at Gov­
ernment House, Ilorin, yes­
terday, the zonal commis-

From Abdul Laro, in Ilorin

sioner disclosed that the new 
revenue formula, which has 
been forwarded to President 
Olusegun Obasanjo, took 
proper care of states and lo­
cal governments.

He said under the new 
formula, states and local 
governments would be able 
to meet the challenges of 
providing essential services 
for their people.

C hief M ankilik said: 
“Hopefully, by the time the 
new form ula comes on 
stream, the issue of zero al­

location will be a thing of the 
past. We ensured that local 
governments do not fall into 
such problems of zero allo­
cation again.”

He, however, advised 
local government councils 
in the country to verify in­
dices and data collection, 
explaining that “it is the data 
collected from the field that 
is used in determining the 
vertical and horizontal for­
mula which are used 
monthly to allocate funds to 
both the state and local gov 

contd. on pg 2

By Emmanuel Ande

the January and July 1966 
military Coup d ’ tats.

Briefing newsmen yester­
day in Abuja, the Minister of 
FCT, Engr. Mohammed 
Abba-Gana, said the naming 
of streets in honour of the 
eight victims was in further­
ance of this administration’s 
programme of re-orientating 
the citizenry on patriotism, 
heroism and nationalism.

He stated further that 
government’s decision was a 
demonstration of its high re­
gard for patriotic and heroic 
acts.

The minister pointed o u t, 
that the governm ent o f 
Obasanjo, “is determined to 
upgrade the Nigerian Mili­
tary to a world-class status.

“The military remains the 
main anchor and defender of

dem ocratic institutions, 
civilisations, resources and 
territorial integrity of all na­
tions of the world,” he said.

Abba-Gana maintained 
that the military is now to be 
well funded, trained, 
equipped and motivated to 
defend the nascent democ­
racy and the enormous re­
sources of the country.

He urged soldiers to con­
tinue to concentrate on core 
professional areas o f the 
military rather than dabbling 
into politics and governance.

“Coups have fallen out of 
fashion in the civilised world 
today, I am happy to note 
that our military officers are 
moving ahead with the rest 
of the world by wholly sup­
porting and identifying with 
the present civilian adminis 

contd. on pg 2
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VPC staff fast over unpaid salaries A  s = s x
^ sd  —vT«̂ — in —   ,i:„„ u:— 1-----■*- «:— 1—„ ~rr..—~ ” „i— x  .A. the Federal Govem-taff of the National Popu­

lation Commission 
(NPC) in the six states of 

the North East Zone have re­
sorted to fasting and praying in 

bid to get the backlog of their 
salaries paid to them. The states 
are; Adamawa, Yobe, Bauchi, 
Gombe and Taraba.

The chairman of the Joint 
Consultative Committee of the 
NPC in the zone, Mr. Victor 
Kulani, made this known in an 
interview with the News 
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in 
Gombe.

He said fasting and praying 
were only some of the strategies 
which the staff of the commis­
sion in the region have adopted 
to resolve the issue.

He, however, stressed that 
the aggrieved workers have no 
intention of resorting to vio­
lence or confrontation in seek­
ing a solution to the problem.

He said the non-payment of 
salaries to the NPC staff in the 
zone for the past five months 
have forced them to withdraw 
their children from schools.

S Some according to him, have 
been ejected from  their homes, 
while others ha\ e since turned 
to beggars.

“We can no longer take care 
of our families’ medical bills. 
Our wards are also being chased 
away from schools because of 
our inability to pay fees,” he 
said.

When contacted in Abuja 
for the commission’s reaction, 
the Deputy Director in charge 
of the Public Affairs Depart­
ment, Hajiya Fati Kadiri, con­
firmed that the commission is 
having difficulty in paying staff 
salaries.

The Deputy Director, how­
ever, said the problem was not 
peculiar to the North East Zone.

She explained that the com­
mission did not have any prob­
lem with payment of salaries 
until the recent staff audit of fed­
eral ministries and parastatals by 
the Finance Minsitry.

“Problem started when 22 
states were screened for the pay 
parade, instead of the 36 states 
and Abuja where the commis­

sion has offices,” she said.
Since April, the commission 

had been given N43 million for 
its monthly salaries instead of 
the N116 million required for 
staff salaries, Fati stated.

She said further that the 
commission made frantic efforts 
to correct the anomaly but was 
told at the Accountant- 
General’s Office to wait until 
the conclusion of the staff audit 
when the final report would 
have been compiled.

Fati also explained that the 
commission then decided to pay 
part of the staff salary to make 
the little amount available go 
round until final resolution of 
the problem.

She added, however, that 
the NPC had been given assur­
ance that the correct salary 
would be released to the com­
mission from this month.

The NPC spokesperson ap­
pealed to the aggrieved staff to 
be patient a little longer, as 
“there are indications that the 
problem will be resolved very 
soon.”

Zero allocation contd. from  pg
emments.

The zonal commissioner 
appealed to local council 
chairmen to address the is­
sue of verification “so that 
they will not be short 
charged” as the commission 
will soon embark on the ex­
ercise.

Commenting on the con­
troversial salary package of 
councillors, he said the com­
m ission recom m ended 
N53,833 monthly as part of 
the strategy to entice compe­
tent and quality people to 
man the local councils, add­
ing that the “position of

councillor is not for drop­
outs or people who failed 
their primary seven.”

In his response, Gover­
nor Lawal hoped that the 
next local government elec­
tion w ill a ttract quality 
people with the enhancement 
o f  their w elfare 
renumeration.

Impersonator contd. from  pg
to g iv e  a  deposit o f  N50,000 
to facilitate early release o f  

the a llo ca tion  letter w h ich  

w a s  to be  de d u cted  fro m  

their profit,” A lh a ji Ib rah im  

said.

H e  fu rth e r  t o ld  Daily 
Trust that the first accused  

ga v e  h im  a ce llu la r  phone  

num ber purported to be that 

o f  the M in is t e r  o f  C o m ­

m e rce , A lh a j i  M u s t a p h a  

Be llo , a sk in g  h im  to call and  

thank the M in is te r  for fac ili­

ta t in g  the ap p ro v a l o f  the 

gra in  allocations.

T he  com pla inant sa id  he 

called the “m inister” through  

the ce llu lar num ber g iven  to 

h im  b y  Y a h a y a  K in d a ri and  

spoke  to h im  several tim es 

on  the purported gra in  a llo ­

cation, not k n o w in g  it w as  

Y a h a y a  K in d a r i ’s c e llu la r  

num ber and he (K in d ari) w as  

the one p o s in g  a s the M in is ­

ter o f  C o m m e r c e ,  u s in g  

S o k o to  a sce n t to  d e ce ive  

him .

“A t  a  point, the sa id  m in ­

ister insisted I  pa id  Y a h a y a  

K in d a r i’s  share o f  the profit  

upfront i.e N 1 .6  m illio n  be­

cause  the a llocation  letters 

are w ith  h im  (the m in ister) 

a n d  w o u ld  be  g iv e n  to  

Y a h a y a  to b r in g  to K ano. It 

sounded a ll real, so  I  had to 

ra ise  about N 9 0 0 ,0 0 0  that 

day  and  sent m y  d rive r to  

A b u ja  to de liver it to  them. 

That evening, Yahaya called
1. I i — I '

again to acknowledge the re­
ceipt of the money and even 
issued receipt and also asked 
me to give another N200,000 
to his friend at Wapa in Kano 
because the allocation letter 
are on their way,” the duped 
grain merchant recalled.

The next day, he said, he 
received an entirely different 
news that Yahaya and his 
accomplice had an accident 
along Abuja-Kaduna road, 
and he (Yahaya) had mul­
tiple fractures which re­
quired traditional treatment 
in Dutse, Jigawa State.

Luck, however, ran out 
for the dupes when a jilted 
member of the gang (names 
withheld) approached the 
grains dealer and told him he 
was being duped, that there 
was no any grain allocation, 
no minister and that Yahaya 
Kindari, who was said to be 
involved in a motor accident 
was hale and hearty playing 
tennis at Kano Club.

His words: “I immedi­
ately sent my son to verify 
the claim and he came back 
to say he did see Yahaya 
healthy playing tennis, so I 
immediately informed the 
police in Kano who swung 
into action by first o f  all 
identifying the ownership of 
the cellular number given me y 
as that of the PA to Agric 
M inister as; belonging to
Y a h a y a  K indari.

He further stated that he 
called Yahaya Kindari pre­
tending to be unaware of the 
conspiracy, and he (Kindari) 
requested for another down 
payment of N200,000 to pay 
a tender on a contract he 
hoped to secure for the grains 
dealer. The first accused was 
asked to come and collect the 
money at the complainant’s 
house and that was when the 
police arrested him.

Though, the syndicate 
leader made a confessional 
statement to the police and 
prom ised to refund the 
amount collected, he, how­
ever, reneged on his prom­
ise, capitalising on his very 
powerful connection with 
Nigeria Police Force leader­
ship in Kano and Abuja. He, 
therefore, went to file an in­
junction at the Kano High 
Court seeking the release of 
a Mercedes Benz V-boot 
which was impounded on the 
day o f his arrest by the po­
lice in kano.

The duped grains dealer, 
however, opted to take his 
case before the ‘Yankaba 

- Sharia Court seeking Islamic 
justice. The judge, Malam 
Habibu Suleiman, refused 
Yahaya Kindari's bail until 
the equal amount he col­
lected is deposited as surety. 
He is to remain in prison un­
til tomorrow the 19* of July, 
2061 ̂ whetf the ease tomes

if \? tr oi

ment for the final take-off of 
the much awaited. National 
Health Insurance Scheme 
(NHIS) before the end of this 
year.

Making the pronounce­
ment yesterday in Port 
Harcourt during the meeting 
of the National Council of 
Health, the M inister o f 
Health, Professor A.B.C. 
Nwosu, stated that it was the 
determination of the Health 
M inistry to see that the 
health system in the country 
gets all necessary attention

National Health Insurance 
Scheme takes-off

From Aisha Momoh,
in Port Harcourt

required to achieve a rapid 
turn around in the health care 
delivery situation in the next 
18 months.

Nwosu said for it to 
achieve the target goals, the 
ministry has concluded plans 
to convene a round table dis­
cussion on health by Septem­
ber 2001 to review the situa­
tion and discuss the restruc­

turing of the ministry for 
greater effectiveness.

The minister stated fur­
ther that, before next year, a 
comprehensive programme 
to inject life into the nation’s 
secondary health Care system 
would be put in place.

“The proposal for the 
programme includes a Na­
tional Blood Transfusion 
Service. Indeed the propos­
als are at the stage of being

tration,” the minister stated.
Abba-Gana further dis­

closed that the strength of 
western democracy and capi- 
talism  is the form idable 
strength o f the American, 
British and French military, 
adding also that “well- 
trained and loyal armies have 
been essential for the sur­
vival of kingdoms empires 
and civilisations.

Those honoured post­
humously include: Brigadier 
Zakariya Maimalari who has

Streets contd. from  pg 1

the street linking road B 14 to 
road A in Central Area 
named after him and Briga­
dier Samuel Adesoji 
Ademulegun who has the 
street connecting road B4 to 
road A in the same Central 
Area named after him.

Also B4 to B in the same 
area has been named after 
Kur Mohammed (Col) and 
B14 to B is now Ralph 
Sodeinde (Col) Street.

In the same vein, the 
street linking B6 to B12

Abuja Gardens is now 
known as Yakubu James 
Pam (Lt-Col) the Central 
Market street is renamed 
Abogo Largeme (Col) Street. 
The Adekunle Fajuyi (Lt- 
Col) street, is formerly street 
N9 in the Central Area and 
A rthur Unegbe (Lt-Col) 
street is the road through 
Corporate Affairs Commis­
sion (CAC) to the FCT 
minister’s gate in Area 11 
Garki II.

the family o f one Prince 
Emeka Ahumibe allegedly 
killed on November 3, 1998 
in Imo State by a soldier 
identified as Gunner Hashim 
Abubakar attached to 32 Ar­
tillery  Brigade, Obinze, 
Owerri, Imo State.

The trigger happy soldier 
at the time of the killing was 
attached along with other 
soldiers and policemen with 
the Abia State robbery out­
fit code-named “Operation 
Bang.”

Leading the petitioner 
and brother of the deceased, 
Prince Ikenna Ahumibe, 
counsel to the family, Mr. 
Emma E. Nwonye said de­
spite an earlier summons, the 
army high command has per­
sistently refused to honour 
the invitation of the commis­
sion.

The commission learnt 
that the deceased was killed 
by the soldier while in com­
pany of his colleagues on 
patrol at No. 18, Ekenna Av­
enue, Aba, Abia State over 
an undisclosed offence.

The commission had ear­
lier been availed with a pho­
tograph (marked exhibit one) 
which showed that the de-

Oputa contd. from  pg 1
ceased was shot from the 
back at a range not more than 
50 metres.

A number of people in­
cluding the wife of one of 
Nigeria’s most famous box­
ing legend, Dick Ihetu Tiger, 
were named as witnesses.

The matter was said to 
have been investigated by 
the police in Umuahia, who 
arrived at the conclusion that 
the murder was indeed pre­
meditated and unlawful and 
referred the case to the Abia 
State Director of Public Pros­
ecution (DPP) who in his le­
gal advice recommended 
that Gunner Hashim 
Abubakar be arraigned and 
tried for the m urder of 
Emeka.

The police were unable 
to carry out the DPP’s advice 
because the commanding 
officer (o/c) of the 32 Artil­
lery at Obinze, Owerri, had 
gone to “bail” the soldiers.

However, the police 
were said to have written 
several times to the o/c 32 
Artillery Brigade, Obinze, 
but received no reply while 
the family’s complaint letter 
to the o/c, 82 Division of the 
Nigerian Army, Enugu, has

received no
acknowledgement either.

The family is demanding 
the prosecution of the erring 
soldier and monetary com­
pensation for the killing of 
the 31 years old man. The 
case has been adjourned to 
August 3 for hearing.

Earlier, the commission 
had also slated August 3 to 
be briefed on the outcome of 
a settlement (out of the com 
mission) between the wid 
ows of Army, Airforce and 
Naval officers who died in 
the September 1992 Her­
cules crash in Ejigbo, Lagos, 
over claims of government 
and the M inistry of 
Defence’s neglect to effect 
several promises made to 
them when their breadwin­
ners died in the disaster.

Counsel to the aggrieved 
women, Mr. Patrick Ediale 
had informed the commis­
sion that there were moves 
in several government 
circles to amicably resolve 
the mater and requested the 
date to brief the commission 
on the outcome of the settle­
ment.

market by encouraging com­
petition between Lagos and 
Abuja Stock Exchanges.

He said the authorised 
share capital of the company, 
which is N 1 billion, was di­
vided into N 1 ,000.000,000 
ordinary shares o f N1 each.

up_for hearing. J

Nigeria contd. from  pg I
Central Bank o f Nigeria 
owned N225,000,000 
shares; NICON Insurance,
N 1000,000,000; N1DB, 
N40,000,000; Nigerian Re­
insurance Corporation, 
N 40,000,00; NBCI,
N 10,000,000; l^ICQN Lekki 
Limited; N10,000,000 and& ‘ ) i  <■ A: ' .,n defeiteofrtfeshatestroe* __  „ . _ _„.rir

f i i r e s j t> f th g \S i^ ^ e ^ t ly i t ’.  T ru s te e s  U n u tec L  been fuliy Jirivatosed

N50,000,000 shares.
The BPE spokesman also 

said the 51 per cent equity of 
the Federal Government in 
Stallion properties, which 
was held by NNPC, would 
be sold through Initial Pub­
lic Offer in the Stock Ex 
change since UnipetfoV has



Wednesday, July 18, 2001

Nigeria to convert $400m freezed 
facility for rail development

T be Federal Government 
is to utilize about $400 
million, accumulated 

facility given the country but 
frozen in foreign accounts in 
Brussels, Belgium, during the 
past m ilitary era, in the 
development of the railway 
sector.

This was one o f the 
outcome of the recent two-day 
official visit o f President 
Olusegun Obasanjo to 
Belgium, where extensive 
discussions were held 
between Nigerian authority 
and Belgium.

Already, a Belgium firm, 
which specializes in the railway 
development, has been asked 
to submit a proposal on how 
to rehabilitate the Nigeria 
railway system, as Belgium 
authority promised to defreeze 
the account for utilization of 
the stashed fund.

The firm, Transurb 
Technical Rail, is considered 
as a leading player in the rail 
system  in Brussels with 
franchise over several 
metroline routes in Europe, 
and they are the major repair 
firm of Brussels intra-city 
tramps. The company was

By S u le im a n  M o h a m m ed ,
ju s t  back fro m  Belgium

selected among other railway 
firms who subm itted 
proposals, and whose bid 
were defended before a 
committee of ministers who 
accompanied the president 
to Brussels.

M inister o f Economic 
M atters, Prince Vincent

technical experts from the 
firm, expected in Nigeria soon 
for assessment of the railway 
industry.

According to Ogbulafor, 
government want to convert 
the stashed fund into 
developing a meaningful and 
more efficient transport 
system, cheaper in the 
country for the citizens. He 
said government is aiming at 
the use o f rail in the 
transportation of coal from its 
mines in Enugu, the flour mills 
and food items, as well as 
intra-city transportation.

The packages contained

in a fact-sheet circulated 
during the business forum by 
N igeria em bassy held at 
Sheraton Hotels, Brussels, 
covered the conversion of 
wagon bearing from the 
existing plain bearings to 
roller bearings to eliminate 
frequent incidence of hot axle, 
m odernization o f track 
m aintenance on a scale 
consistent with the size and 
traffic on the Nigeria railway 
network among others.

Ogbulafor declared that a 
strong economy strengthen 
democracy, and that foreign 
investment would help put 
the country’s economy on a 
sound footing and boost the 
peop le’s confidence in 
democracy.

Gana to inspect 90 
projects in Cross River

M m ister of
Information and 
N a t i o n a l  

Orientation, Prof. Jerry Gana, 
is to inspect over 90 projects 
initiated by the three tiers of 
government in Cross River 
State during his three-day 
media tour of the state.

Special A ssistant to 
Governor Donald Duke on 
Information, Mr. Gabriel 
Onah, hinted newsmen in his 
office on Monday that the 
proposed inspection o f 
projects embarked upon by 
the m inister was in 
furtherance of the Federal 
Government ‘s desire to

From Bassey Ita, in Calabar

showcase the dividends of 
democracy in all the states of 
the federation.

According to Mr. Onah, 
the minister will visit the sites 
from Thursday, July 19 to 
Saturday, July 21, adding that 
a public forum will be held on 
Saturday, July 21 where the 
minister will be expected to 
brief the press and members 
o f the public on the 
program mes o f the 
government since the last two

Jigawa lawmakers blame govt 
over Sharia implementation

T
President Olusegun Obasanjo 
Ogbulafor and Transport 
M inister, C hief Ojo 
Maduekwe, who were on the 
trip, hinted in a separate chat 
with newsmen in Belgium 
that Mr. Pat Steyart, Chief 
Executive Officer o f  the 
Transurb, will lead a team of

he Jigawa State 
House of Assembly 
members have 

indicted the government for 
not making prom pt 
arrangem ent for the 
implementation of the Sharia 
legal system.

According to a British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) Hausa service report, 
monitored in Abuja, Alhaji

By Mustapha Isah Kwaru

Danzomo, Majority Leader of 
the House, stated that the 
assem bly members have 
since approved the full 
implementation of Sharia in 
the state, adding that they 
had made a provision o f 
enough funds in the state 
budget to be spent on the

Kaduna crisis: Victims 
launch cooperative society

Victims of the February 
and May Kaduna 
crises living in the 

southern part o f the 
metropolis have launched a 
Poverty Eradication 
Cooperative Society (PECS) to 
assist members who were 
rendered hom eless and 
jobless by the crises.

In a press release made 
available to Daily Trust, the 
National Coordinator of the 
programme, Mrs. Janet Dogo, 
said that the society was 
formed in December 2000 as 
an economic empowerment 
society with major objective 
o f assisting to eradicate 
poverty, illiteracy, disease and 
enhance political progress, 
peaceful environment and 
conducive atmosphere for 
national development.

Said she: “PECS is non­
religious, non-political an d ' 
non-ethnic and is borne out 
of our belief in the ongoing 
governm ent’s poverty 
alleviation program mes, 
meant to assist the teeming 
and suffering populace of our 
country, Nigeria.”

The coordinator added 
that the society intends to give 
out soft loans to members to 
embark on trade, by groupings 
them and imparting on them 
vocational skills which they 
could use to j^tT^a ^esc^pt 
livmg^She^irther^

By Yakubu O z o h u -S u le im a n

the society would meet 
relevant governm ent 
agencies for micro-credit and 
training facilities.

According to the 
coordinator, the society also 
intends to carry it’s activities 
to the wards and local 
government levels, after 
which it would extend to cover 
the 23 local government areas 
in Kaduna State.

It is also expected that the 
activities of the society will 
reach out to other states of 
the federation. The 
coordinator then called on 
the federal and state 
governm ents as well as 
individuals to help enhance 
the progress of the society by 
providing opportunities for 
training, loan facilities, skill 
acquisition and benevolence 
to the less-privileged. About 
N200,000 was realized at the 
launching.

Gov Saminu Turaki

arrangements for the full 
implementation of the legal 
code.

He said up till now, the 
governor has not explained 
the delay. He then directed the 
House o f Assembly 
Committees on Sharia and 
Religious Affairs to invite the 
Sharia  Im plem entation 
Committee, constituted by the 
state governm ent for 
dialogue.

Reacting to the allegation, 
the state Deputy Governor, 
A lhaji Ibrahim  Shehu 
Kwatalo, said that the delay 
was not from the executive, 
saying that the book which 
contained the crim es, 
punishments and guidelines 
for the Sharia  
implementation has been sent 
to the legislature, “we are 
waiting for them to finish the 
debate on it, approve it and 
send it back to us before we 
can implement the Sharia,” he 
said._____________

Prof. Jerry Gana 

years.
While highlighting the 

itinerary o f the m inister’s 
visit, special assistant to the 
governor on special duties, 
Mr. Joe Ndem Ndifon, hinted 
that on Thursday, the minister 
will inspect both completed 
and ongoing projects at 
Calabar South, Calabar 
Municipality, Akampa and 
Biase Local Government 
Areas.

Projects in Obubra, Iko 
Etung, Boki, Bekwarra, Ogoja 
and Yala Local Government 
Areas will be visited on Friday. 
Projects in Obaluku Local 
Government Area, the special 
assistant maintained will be 
inspected by Prof. Gana on 
Saturday, July 21.

ABUTH chairman pleads with striking nurses
T I he Chairman of the 

Board o f Ahmadu 
Bello U niversity 

Teaching Hospital (ABUTH), 
Zaria, Chief Rex Onyeabo, 
has appealed to nurses and 
midwives to suspend their 
ongoing strike and enter into 
dialogue with government

Five governors bag Ohaneze 
business forum awards
F South-Eastern 

governors will be 
conferred with a 

millennium merit award for 
excellence by the Ohaneze 
Business Forum
International, it was reported 
in Ontisha.

A ccording to the 
National President of the 
Pan-Igbo organization, Mr. 
Cletus Am araegbu, the 
award would be conferred on 
Dr. Chinwoke Mbadinuju of 

nam bra; (^Iiimarok^

IL

Kalu (Abia), Dr. Sam Egwu 
(Ebonyi) and Dr. Achike 
Udenwa (Imo).

Am araegbu told the 
News Agency of Nigeria 
(NAN) yesterday that the 
Secretary-G eneral o f 
Ohaneze, Prof. Ben
Nwabueze, the Minister of 
Transport, C hief Ojo 
Maduekwe, “and other Igbo 
great sons and daughters will 
also be conferred with

designed to encourage Igbos 
who had “contributed to the 
development, promotion and 
projection o f Ndigbo  in 
business, industry and 
politics.”

“The award is in 
recognition o f the Igbo 
nation, to make our Igboness 
glimmer and vibrate again,” he 
said. According to him, the 
merit award will straighten the 
history o f Ndigbo  for 
posterity and avoid distortion 
and misrepresentation by

awards.” those championing thf cause
A ^xplftin^d, tjia^ithe of Jgty? tyhpnjfi and),inJ. '--A 0  / .  L i :  i i  .1 /, j r  ( t i p  “ t v  1 V

madi (bnu^u),. Dr. ^Orj; ryiillepnj,uryi .^ w ard , was the diaspora.

“for the sake of humanity.” 
Onyeabo made the appeal 

in a telephone interview from 
Chicago, USA, with a Zaria- 
based correspondent of the 
News Agency o f Nigeria 
(NAN) last weekend. He 
charged the striking nurses 
and midwives not to allow 
themselves to be used by 
“enemies of democracy who 
are bent on frustrating 
government’s laudable health 
programme and policies.” 

The chairman urged them 
to, as a matter of urgency, 
suspend the strike to save the 
lives of patients who have 
been subjected to untold 
hardships as a result of their 
action.

He commended friends of 
the hospital, who recently 
announced a plan to deploy 
nurses, midwives and other 
auxiliary staff to three units 
of the hospital in Kaduna, 
Zaria and Malumfashi, to 
assist, m, offering ,skefetal 
services ,tqf .p^t^rijts

throughout the period of the 
strike.

He said he was optimistic 
that the redeployment of the 
nurses and midwives from 
local government areas in 
Kaduna and Katsina States to 
the hospital’s units by the 
league of friends of ABUTH, 
would go a long way in 
sustaining the clinical and 
out-patient services of the 
hospital while awaiting the 
resolution of the crisis.

Ptof. A.B.C:Ndosu
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Group makes case for 
the unt m ployed
■jon-goveinmen

e O yew ole ,
aduna

ments 
tins the

5 a way of 
oblems they

aduna, the Welfare 
Initiative Project (WlP), has 
advocated the introduction 
of a social security scheme as 

wav o f assisting the 
unemployed.

In a statement issued in 
Kaduna on Monday by its 
■National Secretary. Mr. 
Adedeji Moses, said the 
ntroduction o f such a 

scheme would go a long way 
in curbing the crime wave in 
the country.

He argued that the high 
rate of unemployment in the 
country has contributed in so 
small measure to the spate of 
violent crimes, adding that he 
is convinced that the 
ntroduction o f such

scheme ould drastically 
reduce tl. e social vices.

He aiso stressed the need 
for the prompt payment of 
pensioners’ monthly

Mr. Moses cpndemned 
the economic policies of the 
government, stating that 
most of its policies aggravate 
poverty, undermine popular

w elfare or national
development.

He emphasized the need
for. equitable federalism
based on the cardinal [ 

'
and decentralizations with , 
a view to guaranteeing i 
political and fiscal 
autonom y to the 
component units ensuring 
equity in relations among 
them.

NLC embarks on AIDS campaign
final i zee

he N igeria Labour 
jngress’(NLC) has 

irrangements 
to embark on a nationwide 
campaign to sensitise Nigerians 
on the need to keep the dignity 
of People Living with HIV/ 
AIDS (PLWHA) in place.

Comrade John Odeh, the 
NLC General Secretary, told 
Daily Trust in an exclusive

From Samson Ojo, iti Lagos

Demolition o f illegal structures 
to continue -FCDA boardr

a  Gov A hm ed M akarfi

\he newly constituted 
board-of the Federal 
Capital Development 

Authority (FCDA) has 
alerted that all structures 
erected on sewage lines, 
security zones and green 
areas w'ould be pulled down.

“ We have compiled

Bv Su le im an  M oham m ed

houses on sewage lines, 
security zones and green 
areas, and we are going to 
pull them down, approval or 
no approval, so long as 
they violate the master plan 
o f Abuja," declared the 
FCDA board chairman,

I have never visited Olabayo -  Obasanjo
P resident Olusegun 

Obasanjo has denied 
ever visiting

Theophilus Olabayo, as 
contained in some media 
reports. Reacting to 
Olabayo’s claim, published in 
the Sunday Champion of 15 
July 2001, that “Obasanjo 
came to me at 1.00 a.m., in my 
house,” the president said 
since he could not have gone 
alone, Olabayo should 
disclose who else was there.

“Beware of false prophets 
who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly they 
are ravenous w olves,” 
(Matthew 7:15).

They have envisioned 
futility and false divination, 
saying ‘thus says the Lord!’ 
But the Lord has not sent 
them, yet they hope that the 
word may be confirmed." 
(Ezekiel 13:6).

The prophet’s prophecy 
lies in my name. 1 have not 
sent them, commanded them, 
nor spoken to them; they 
prophesy to you a false 
vision, divination, a w'orthless 
thing and the deceit of their

heart, the Lord said 
(Jeremiah 14:14).

President Obasanjo

President Olusegun Obasanjo

wondered why those who see 
visions about others never 
see ahead or talk about 
adverse developm ents 
capable o f affecting 
them selves. Said the 
president: “When the time 
comes, I will decide and 
announce my political 
intention regarding year 2003.
I w ill do so, not because of a 
false prophet or any prophet 
that matter, or because of 
advice from the likes of 
Olabayo," he said.

President Obasanjo 
stated that all believers know 
that the good Lord talks to 
his children or servants 
directly in diverse ways 
without any false prophets as 
intermediaries.

r
Engr. Abba-G ana  

Senator Olu Alabi.
The board chairman, 

who briefed State House 
correspondents shortly 
after a m eeting with 
P resident Olusegun 
Obasanjo at the State

House, Abuja, said the 
president has already given 
approval for the exercise.

He declared that though the 
exercise will be unpleasant “if 
we have to do it. we will do it. 
This is more so as the persons 
who erected the illegal 
structures did not comply with 
the building regulations. We 
will not lose sleep doing it. If a 
situation is created for the 
board to do unpleasant things, 
we have a job to do, and will do 
it.”

He regretted that the Phase 
I plan of Abuja was only meant 
to accom m odate 250,000 
residents, but as it is now, about 
1 million people live in Phase I, 
thereby leading to shortage of 
space, social facilities and other 
necessities for a befitting city.”

According to him, in order 
not to repeat similar mistakes in 
Phase II of the Abuja master 
plan, a contract has been 
awarded for the construction of 
a ring road to demarcate Phase 
I and Phase II as well as open- 
up satellite towns for 
meaningful development.

Relief materials rot away
Ii

"n what may appear to be a 
denial of justice, materials 
;ent by the Federal 

D isaster R elief Agency, 
Abuja to provide relief to the 
war-ravaged Ikot Offiong 
refugees are presently rotting 
away, while the refugees

From Bassey Ita, in Calabar

continue to wallow in untold 
discomfort.

The relief materials which 
were in the form of building 
materials, zinc, planks, rods, 
cement and nails as well as

Bayelsa governor swears-in eight 
advisers

The highest number of 
special advrers in the 
history o f Bayelsa 

State were sworn-in on 
Monday by Governor 
Diepreye Alamieyeseigha in 
Yenagoa. The News Agency 
of Nigeria (NAN) reports at 
the swearing-in ceremony of 
the eight advisers, the 
governor charged them to 
work hard to ensure that the 
state assumes highest status 
in development.

The governor, who
CH ANGE OF NAME

I formerly known as M ISS ADEBAYO 

B IL K IS  FU N M ILA Y O  now wish to 

be called M RS KABIAW U B IL K IS  

FU N M IL A Y O . F orm er docum ents 

remain valid. NYSC and public to note.

explained that the present 
number of special advisers is 
the highest since the creation 
of Bayelsa in 1996, said their 
experience and knowledge in 
their various fields of human 
endeavour, were required for

the rapid development of the 
state.

Alamieyeseigha said that 
they were expected to 
perform  creditably well, 
pointing out that their 
appointments were based on 
their excellent credentials and 
past experiences.

He said that nobody 
would claim absolute 
knowledge and stressed the 
need for consultation for the 
effective performance o f 
governmental businesses.

Those sworn, in on 
M onday included C hief 
Thompson Okorotie, Political 
matters; Chief Asara Asara, 
In tra-party  m atters; 
Sylvernus Abila, Legal 
matters; and Mr. Solomon 
Apreala, Economic matters.

clothes, foodstuff, 
beddings among others 
have all been rotting away 
as they continue to pose as 
eyesore at the Odukpani 
Local Government Council 
secretariat.

When Daily Trust 
visited the stores at the 
secretariat to ascertain the 
level of devastations the 
materials had reached, it 
was observed that all the 
about 10,000 bags of cement 
had blocked and solidified 
while the woods and planks 
were either bent or broken

as a result of exposure to the 
conditions of the weather.

When contacted, the 
Supervisor for W’orks of the 
local government area, Mr. 
Emmanuel Effiong Okon, hinted 
that the disaster relief agency 
o f the state government was 
responsible for endorsing the 
distribution of the materials, 
adding that except that is done, 
the local government would not 
delve into the matter.

Mr. Okon maintained that 
other sundry materials like 
beddings, clothes, and 
foodstuff were distributed 
immediately on arrival owing to 
their perishable nature.

interview in his office in 
Lagos. Monday, that the 
congress is worried that most 
em ployers have been 
denying people living with 
HIV/AIDS (PLWHA), the 
right to work.

Comrade Odeh disclosed 
that the congress considered 
such attitude on the part of 
em ployers as a gross 
violation of PLWHA human 
rights, which the NLC has 
resolved to tight.

On N LC position, the NLC 
scribe argued that though 
HIV/AIDS has not yet got 
any cure, denying the 
PLWHA the rights to work 
will amount to sending them 
into early grave. He stated that 
HIV/AIDS patients should 
be considered and treated just 
like people with other 
diseases.

Com rade Adam s Oshiom hole
The congress, according 

to him, will soon embark on a 
re-orientation campaign to 
change the wrong attitude of 
employers towards PLWHA 
The NLC scribe blamed the 
wrong attitude towards 
PLWHA to the social stigma 
that goes along with HIV 
AIDS.

Comrade Odeh argued 
that Nigerians should know 
thatHIV/AIDS is not the end 
o f the world. The NLC 
nationw ide campaign ac 
cording to the NLC scribe 
aims to educate Nigerians that 
PLWHA people need to be 
assisted and cared for just like 
people with other diseases

The campaign to r< 
orientate Nigerians attitude 
toward PLWHA, the congress 
scribe explained, would entail 
both the congress, the 
government and other non 
governmental agencies.

FUT Yola reopens today
T !he Federal University 

o f Technology
(FUT), Yola is to 

reopen today, for the 
remaining part of the first 
semester, following the end 
of the nationwide strike by 
ASUU, NAN reports. The 
decision was taken at the end 
of the meeting of the Senate 
of the institution in Yola.

The institution’s
Information Officer, Mai am

Mohammed Ibrahim, told NAN 
in a telephone interv iew shortly 
after the Senate meeting, that 
academic activities in the 
university would resume on July 
18, while the first semester 
examinations would commence 
on July 25 and end on August 4.

According to Ibrahim, the 
pre-degree and post-graduate 
students of the university are to 
resume on August 6. He said that 
the Vice-Chancellor o f the

university, Prof. Salihu 
Mustapha, had called on 
parents and guardians of the 
students to ensure that their 
children and wards reported 
back on time for their 
examinations.

He also assured the 
students that the university 
authorities had put in place, 
facilities needed to ensure a 
hitch-free academic 
programme.
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Towards
disciplined
budgeting
The passage of the national budget has 

been a source of heated disagreement 
betw een the execu tive  and the  

legislature since the inception of the present 
administration. Particularly, the first-th e  2000 
budget -  over which the two arms battled each 
other alm ost to a standstill before it was 
eventually passed.

Following the delay it suffered, several 
aspects o f  th at budget could  not be 
implemented to the expectation of Nigerians 
and the result was that little was achieved by 
way of improving the quality of life of most 
Nigerians. Although policy makers envisaged 
that the budget would address some o f the 
micro and macro-economic problems that have 
continued to keep the economy in the doldrums, 
the grinding poverty, collapse in infrastructure, 
high cost of food and essential commodities and 
the general high cost of doing business in the 
country, coupled with the crash of the national 
currency, have combined to make life more 
miserable for the average Nigerian.

For this, it was expected that the year 2001 
budget would be tailored to check the ugly 
trends that manifested the previous years. 
However, it is a source of concern that up to 
the middle of this fiscal year, the situation does 
not appear to have changed.

Although the National Assembly quickly 
passed the current budget with little bickering, 
the implementation has not manifested in the 
life of the ordinary Nigerian. O f particular 
concern is the in a b ility  o f the fed eral 
government to do away with the World Bank 
and IMF sponsored neo-colonial economic 
policy o f globalisation. Instead of evolving 
policies that will boost local production to 
create employment and promote the alleviation 
of poverty, the government has chosen the path 
of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) to 
allow all sorts of goods to come into the country.

This developm ent has also given rise to 
capital flight as the Minister of Finance, Malam 
Adamu Ciroma recently disclosed at a public 
forum that of every one naira government spent 
in the cou n try , 75 kobo goes into other  
economies.

Daily Trust calls on the National Assembly 
to perform its required constitutional role of 
providing checks and balances by ensuring that 
all appropriation bills it passed into law are 
strictly im plem ented before new ones are 
passed.

We also counsel that with the passage of the 
N157 billion supplementary budget, the federal 
government should endeavour to tackle the 
issues of poverty alleviation, crumbling urban 
and rural in fra stru ctu res, agr icu ltu re , 
education and other matters that have direct 
bearing on the lives of the people and not the 
pursuit of a white elephant agenda.
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WEDNESDAY COLUMN
International IDEA and Nigeria’s democracy

B y  M o h a m m e d  H a r u n a

A little-known organisation, International IDEA, 
(International Institute for Democracy and Electoral 
Assistance) with headquarters in Oslo, Sweden, has just 

published a 380-page book on the challenges of democracy in 
Nigeria. Titled Democracy in Nigeria -  Continuing Dialogue(s) 
for National Building, the book, in the words of International 
IDEA itself, is “based on a process of dialogue and consultation 
with the people who are most involved -  the Nigerians 
themselves. The institute brings together different groups in 
Nigeria from the military to civil society, from government 
officials to opposition parties, from ethnic groups to traditional 
leaders -  so they can discuss how to consolidate democracy in 
Nigeria”.

Altogether, 55 people, mostly academics, 11 of them non- 
Nigerians, plus a few senior journalists and human rights 
activists, anchored the book. According to its publisher, the 
contributors travelled around the country in groups carrying out 
extensive interviews with Nigerians from all walks of life on 
how they think democracy can be sustained and nurtured in the 
country.

A survey conducted on behalf of the publisher in January- 
February 2000, showed that 81 percent of Nigerians preferred 
democracy as against 9 percent who preferred non-democratic 
rule and 10 percent who were indifferent. A further survey of 
the vast majority that preferred democracy said its most important 
features in descending order were, education for all (95 percent), 
jobs for all (95 percent), basic necessities (93 percent), party" 
competition (89 percent), majority rule (86 percent), free speech 
(83 percent), economic equity (82 percent and regular elections 
(80 percent).

This article is less a review of the book than an attempt to 
publicise it on account of its well-structured and well-articulated 
contribution towards making the prospects for democracy in 
Nigeria bright. Because it is not quite a book review, I have not 
attempted a chapter and verse discussion of the book. Instead, I 
have decided to focus on the 17-page synthesis at the beginning 
of the book. This summary argues that Nigerians need to 
negotiate a “new social compact” i.e. a new constitution between 
the state, civil society and the private sector. The content, form 
and process of this new social compact, it says, must be “an 
inclusive national dialogue”, if it is to have the legitimacy that 
all previous compacts have apparently lacked.

The litmus test for the legitimacy of the new compact, says 
the book, is the next general elections in 2003. If the compact 
can provide a basis for successful elections in two years’ time, 
Nigeria, it said, “will be well on the way to becoming a mature 
democracy.” From all this and from the conclusions and 
recommendations in at least chapters one and six of the book, it 
seems the publisher has given a ringing endorsement to the calls 
for a national conference, sovereign or otherwise, as a prelude 
to Election 2003.

At least two criticisms can be made of this. The first criticism 
is that the endorsement is a contradiction of sorts. The publisher 
acknowledges that working out a sound constitution necessarily 
involves continuous dialogue over a long period, certainly longer 
than the two remaining years before the next general elections. 
Yet the publisher seems to want a new constitution in place before 
then.

The second criticism, which stems from the first, is that 
International IDEA also seems to share the popular but mistaken 
belief that each and every constitution we have had, have been 
almost an elite affair. This may be true of the Clifford (1922) 
and the Richards (1947) constitutions, and it may also be true to 
some extent of the constitutions under the regimes of Generals 
Aguiyi-Ironsi (he toyed with unitarism rather unwisely), 
Babangida, Abacha and Abubakar, but it is not true of our 
independence constitution and the 1979 constitution under 
General Obasanjo’s military rule. This is in spite of the fact that 
non-elected governments - the colonial government in the first 
case and a military regime in the second -  held the veto over the 
constitutional process.

As anyone can see from the autobiographies and writings of 
some of the leaders of the independence struggle and from the 
memoirs of Alhaji Abubakar Imam, the first editor of Gaskiya 
Tafi Kwabo, the leading vernacular paper in the country since 
1939, the independence constitution was arrived at after a most 
extensive and painstaking grassroots debate, much of it under 
the aegis of the regional and provincial political parties whose 
membership were in hundreds of thousands, if not millions.

That similar widespread consultations at all levels of society 
also preceded the 1979 constitution, can be seen from a reading 
of the first annexure of the book itself which is chronology of

major events in the country from 1899 to October 1,2000. True 
the first draft which the Constitution Drafting Committee, under 
Chief FRA Williams, submitted to Obasanjo regime was 
fundamental shift from the parliamentary framework of the First 
Republic to a presidential one. Also, although it endorsed a multi- 
party system as of old, it was the first constitution which restricted 
the number of parties by making party registration by the federal 
electoral commission compulsory.

Because of these paradigm shifts there were widespread 
accusations of “soft subterranean influence” against the military, 
to use the words of Malam Aminu Kano, one of the leading first 
generation nationalist politicians. Even then, there can be no 
denying the fact that the draft received widespread grassroots 
support following a long debate on it in our mass media and 
various fora from September 1976, when Chief Williams first 
submitted it for debate, to September 1978 when it was 
promulgated by the then Supreme Military Council.

A constitutional lawyer, Professor Ben Nwabueze, has been 
arguing that even the electoral mandate conferred on President 
Obasanjo and members of the National Assembly -  and by 
extension, elected executives and legislators at the lower levels 
-  is too limited a mandate to take away the power of the sovereign 
people of Nigeria to make a constitution for themselves or to 
change it. This is hardly in dispute. What is in dispute is how 
this sovereign power of the people should manifest.

Conservative, some would say, reactionary elements like 
Nwabueze think the procedure should take the form of a 
sovereign conference of representatives of the ethnic nationalities 
of the country, while radical/liberal elements think it should be 
a dialogue of the working class, professionals, political parties 
and their elected representatives, a dialogue whose outcome 
should be subjected to at least a referendum before it becomes 
the supreme law of the land.

Any objective comparison of the two is likely to conclude 
than an ethnic based national conference is more likely to 
undermine democracy rather than enhance it. Yet the better 
alternative of the radical/liberal approach is unlikely to produce 
any radical departure from the 1979 constitution. Any national 
conference, sovereign or otherwise, before the next elections, 
would then seem like a superfluous attempt at re-inventing the 
wheel.

In that case, far from a sovereign national conference, what 
we probably need is one of three options suggested in the book, 
i.e. the option of “a small and focused department of 
constitutional development within the ministry of justice . 
.charged with the task of public education and awareness-raising 
on the powers, rights and obligations of citizens in order to 
demystify the constitutional process”. A partnership of such a 
department and NGOs would most likely do the trick in the long 
run.

Granted the 1999 constitution has more defects than that of 
1979 but the fundamentals - federalism, presidential system, 
multi-party democracy and so-called secularism -  remain the 
same. The basic problem really is less these defects than the 
attitude of the political class, which is basically selfish, to put it 
mildly. The most glaring manifestation of this selfishness has 
been the seemingly never ending demands for the creation of 
states and local governments, demands which have been the 
single biggest source of weakening our federal structure and 
thus turning it virtually into a de facto unitary state. A thousand 
sovereign national conferences will not change this attitude 
without a proper reorientation of the political class.

Democracy in Nigeria identifies two main challenges in 
forging a new social compact i.e. a new constitution to guide 
our politics aright. The first, it says, is “the challenge of braking 
the alliance among Nigeria’s anti-democratic ‘troika’, militarism, 
negative communalism and petrobusiness.” The second, it says, 
is the task of “delivering the ‘democracy dividend’ equitably, in 
order to improve the quality of life of Nigerians and thus 
consolidate their optimism in democracy”. The publishers of 
the book identified these dividends as noted above.

In this respect perhaps, a third criticism of the publishers is 
that they did not conduct an opinion survey on HOW these 
dividends can be realised. All we are then left with are such 
conflicting claims by various sections of the political class about 
Resource Control, Sharia and Restructuring through a sovereign 
national conference, as the means of securing the democracy 
dividends. For all the empirical evidence provided by members 
of this political class to support their claims, it is difficult, if not 
impossible, to tell which of the claims are merely opportunistic 
and which ones are valid.

Perhaps, next time International IDEA embarks on another 
of its democracy enhancing projects, it will seriously consider 
looking into these and other shortcomings of Democracy in 
Nigeria.

I “
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PEUGEOT AUTOMOBILE NIGERIA LIMITED, in line with its expansion programmes, will soon 
commission a new generation engine workshop as well as manufacture new generation vehicles 
for possible export to some countries in the ECOWAS sub-region.

Operating in a highly challenging and dynamic environment, PEUGEOT AUTOMOBILE NIGERIA 
LIMITED is therefore, seeking for employment, qualified Engineers with high potential for 
growth to join its team in Kaduna. A V / 1  7 1  V, J L X J L

Ref 224: INDUSTRIAL ENGINEER
He carries out the following functions:
- Job improvement using methods study techniques
- Work measurement using MTM, PMTS standard techniques
- Facilities layout design / job design / improvement
- Cost reduction studies by the application of make or buy analysis, including the ability to 

conduct production studies | I  \ i
- Knowledge of activity sampling techniques and the application of value analysis (VA) in 

product design X L y T  1 L L / j f  \  T y J { ,

He has a minimum of 2 (two) years working experience in a manufacturing company, with a 
knowledge of engineering design. \JL\ I  I X  j L L i  J j j

Before assuming full responsibility for a team of methods, (quality or maintenance engineers), 
a long period of training (Local and Overseas) will be provided. .

A flair for French language would be an added advantage.

Ref:225: IT ENGINEER
To implement a new system (SAP), PEUGEOT AUTOMOBILE NIGERIA LIMITED has to reinforce 
its IT team with high potential Engineers, w l  1 / *

Candidates must have technical knowledge in SAP or NT acquired in a computer service company.

Successful candidates would be trained (both Local and Overseas) to assume responsibility in the
implementation 7 / T T l f

Candidates for the above positions should possess degrees in the relevant discipline from 
reputable university with leadership potentials, initiative and team-building skills.

If you are interested in an international career opportunity and you meet the above requirements, 
please send a comprehensive CV and a handwritten application, quoting the job reference 
number on the envelope to:

I

f

CLEAS
International Human Resources Consultants 
P. M. B. 12034,
19 Agoro Odiyan 
Victoria Island, Lagos 
e mail: peugeot07@infonie.fr

Only short-listed candidates will be contacted

SO Mediads

mailto:peugeot07@infonie.fr
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Militant groups and the due process of law
By Abdulrahman Abdulyekeen
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Sharia and the 
randy secretary

B y  A liy u  U m a r  M o h a m m e d  |

The a g o n y  of watching helplessly 
w h ile  y o u r  beloved o n e s are being 
snatched  away is better left to the 

im a g in a tio n ; that fo r  a  b o s s  to  se n d  you on  

a n y  a ssign m e n t elsew here o n ly  to  take y our 
w if e  a w a y  e x p la in s  the  d e g re e  o f the 

devastation .

In  reference to the above assertion is a 
case  repo rted  by the Kebbi S tate 
Television, Bimin Kebbi in its 7.30 pm 
bulletin on Thursday 14"’ June 2001 o f the 
secretary o f a local government counci! in 
the state who allegedly sent a subordinate 
on an assignm ent and took the 
subordinate's wife to far away Sokoto for 
relaxation.

In teresting ly , the unholy  affa ir is 
coming at a time the governor o f Kebbi 
State, Alhaji Muhammad Adamu Aliero 
p le d g e d  to b r in g  any Sharia violator to 
b o o k  no  m atter h is  status in the society. 
“ E v e n  e le c t io n  r i g g i n g  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  

th u gg e ry  w il l  b e  tried in  S h a r ia  courts , the 
g o v e rn o r  sa id  ju s t  be fo re  the p o stp o n e d  

K e b b i N o rth  senato ria l b y -e le ction . This 
case  therefore, w il l  se rve  a s  a  yardstick in 
m e a su r in g  the sincerity , uprigh tness, and 
im p a r t ia l i t y  o f  the  g o v e r n m e n t  in the 
a p p lica t io n  o f  S h a r ia  in  K e b b i State.

It  is  a  k n o w n  fact that in  K e b b i State a ll 

issu e s  that d e m an d  ju st ice , fa ir  p la y  and  

the fear o f  G o d  are b e in g  p o lit ic ise d  in  

o r d e r  to  d e r a i l  the  c o u r s e  o f  ju s t ic e .  

A l r e a d y ,  r u m o u r s  a re  th a t  th e  state  
go ve rn m e n t is  d o in g  eve ry th in g  p o ss ib le  

to set free the secretary  ju st  becau se  he is  

sym p athetic  to the ru lin g  A l l  P e o p le s  Party 
in  the state. It  is  pertinent therefore to draw 
the attention o f  the go v e rn o r  that he swore 
b y  the H o ly  Q u r ’an to u p h o ld  the cau se  o f  

justice, defend the p ow e rle ss and  discharge 
h is  fu n c tion s w ithou t fear o r  fa v o u r  I lie 
“p re - Is la m ic  practice” re -in troduced  by the 
ran d y  secretary  at a  t im e  w h e n  a ll M u s l im s  

are c la m o u r in g  fo r  fu ll im p lem en ta tion  o f  

S h a r ia  sh o u ld  not be con don ed . H e  should 
b e  m ad e  to face  the w rath  o f  the la w  to  

se rve  a s  a  deterrent to others.
The whole world is now watching with 

keen interest the BBC publicised case, 
more especially that a near similar case j ust 
occurred in Zamfara where a higher Sharia 
court judge in Kanwuri, Gusau, tried, found 
guilty  and sentenced one A lhaji Sani 
Mustapha the chairman o f Zamfara State 
L ocal G overnm ent M onito ring  and 
Evaluation Committee to 50 strokes of the 
cane in add ition  to th ree  years 
imprisonment or an option o f  N5,000 for 
just giving a lady a free ride in his car The 
senstence was carried out on Tuesdav 1 1th 
June 2001 (Tribune, Thursday June 14, 
2001).

The world will surely question the 
c red ib ility^  s in cerity , im p artia lity , 
uprightness and holiness o f  the special 
ad v ise r to - th e  g overnor on Sharia 
im plem entation , Sheik U m ar Isah in 
p a r tic u la r  and the  s ta te  Sharia 
implementation committee in general i f the 
said secretary is unjustly set free as widely 
speculated.

M oham m ed is o f  No. 3, Road X, ali 
Street, Nassarawa, B im in  Kebbi, /• >.bi

The increasing incidents of robbery, 
among many other criminal activities 
in the country, particularly since in­

ception of civil rule on May, 29 1999, has 
expectedly become a source of concern to the 
government and law-abiding citizens. Vio­
lent crimes, especially in our major cities, 
daily assault our senses and newspapers are 
frequently filled with chilling and devastat­
ing activities of daredevil robbers which of­
ten result to death of prominent and not so 
famous citizens.

It is therefore, a welcome relief that the 
government at various levels has renewed, 
with vigour, its determination and resolve to 
put an end to criminal activities in our soci­
ety. To this end, a number of security mea­
sures have been initiated and implemented 
at local, state and federal levels by govern­
ments.

In Lagos State, the nation’s economic/ 
commercial centre, a military formation chris­
tened “Operation Sweep” was set up to wage 
war against robbers and other criminals in the 
state. Other states have since followed the 
footpath of their Lagos State counterpart by 
setting up similar military operations to ar­
rest the upsurge in criminal activities in their 
respective states.

It is, however, disheartening that in spite 
o f all efforts, the police and other special 
military formations in various states have 
been incapable in the arduous assignment of 
confronting and combating the rising wave 
of crime in our society.

Many reasons can be adduced for this 
apparent failure. One, our police are deficient, 
in terms of training and equipment for effec­
tive policing and increasing sophistication of 
crime and criminals. Two, corruption is 
deeply rooted and prevalent in the system. 
Last, but by no means the least, is the abys­
mally low morale of the rank-and-file engen­
dered by poor and frustrating working con­
ditions.

It is against this background therefore, that 
many people have lost faith in the Nigerian 
police for protection of lives and property. 
As a solution, heavily armed militia have 
emerged in some states to deal with the 
scourge of criminals.

These militant groups are obviously en­
couraged by their respective governments 
wherever they exist, consequently creating 
friction between them and the police. Ex­
amples are frequent violent clashes between 
OPC and the police in Lagos, Bakassi Boys 
and the police in Anambra and Imo states.

Prominent among these militant groups 
are the Oodua Peoples Congress (OPC) in the 
south-west, Bakassi Boys in the south-east 
and other little known and less militant (vigi­
lante) groups in the northern part of the coun­
try.

them can be linked to the resurgence of eth­
nic/regional politics in the Fourth Republic. 
Thus, the OPC is widely perceived to be the 
armed wing of the Alliance for Democracy 
(AD), one of the three registered political 
parties with overwhelming influence and con­
trol in the south-west.

The resounding success of these groups 
in checking crime wherever they operate have 
earned them approbation as people find 
succour in them, especially in protecting their 
lives and property.

While it is axiomatic that no responsible 
and responsive government will condone 
crime of any nature, it is nonetheless impera­
tive for the government at state and federal 
levels to immediately check the excesses of 
these militia. The sordid methods employed 
by them in dealing with suspected criminals 
belong to the Dark Age, where the due pro­
cess of law, as it exists today, was absent.

An example will do to support my argu­
ment. In the front page of The Punch of May 
31, 2001 it was reported that “Bakassi Boys 
kill 30 in Onitsha.” The Comet provided a 
graphic description of the bizarre methods 
used by the Boys in its editorial a few days 
after the incident. It reported that “On De­
mocracy Day, 30 robbery suspects were killed 
in major city centres of Onitsha - by the 
dreaded Bakassi Boys, dressed in all-red out­
fits, drove in a long convoy of pick-up vans 
and buses, loaded with suspected armed rob­
bers. They wielded cutlasses and rifles which 
they fired intermittently as they paraded the 
city - At each execution point, which was 
usually at the crossroads, the vigilantes would 
drag out their victims, slice their throat and 
inflict cuts on other parts of the suspects’ 
bodies before setting them on fire - 20 other 
suspected thieves were summarily axed to 
death and set ablaze at the Uga, Bridget and 
Obosi junctions of the ancient city”. What a 
barbarism?

In this century of monumental technologi­
cal advancement, which has made the world 
a global village, the newspaper reports ex­
cerpted above can only but portray us in the 
eyes of the rest of the world as animals lack­
ing or disregarding the due process of law in 
dealing with those who breach the law.

One can be tempted into dismissing my 
position, especially i f  the notoriety and ruth­
lessness of robbers is to be considered. It is 
accepted that robbers are heartless and bru­
tal when dealing with their victims. In fact, 
anybody that has been a victim of robbers or 
witnessed a robbery will quickly and utterly 
disregard any legal niceties when it comes to 
punishing armed robbers.

However, it is pertinent to guard against 
throwing away the baby with the bath water. 
We should not treat the law with contempt as

if it does not exist. Our handl ing of criminals 
is a reflection of our maturity, civility and 
development.

A court in the United States recently con­
demned Timothy McVeigh to death for kill­
ing 168 people through a bomb attack on a 
public building. Since the judgement, there 
has been a wide cry against his execution in 
particular and death penalty in general. What 
is of relevance to us about this case is that at 
the forefront of those campaigning against 
the execution of McVeigh was a father of one 
of the victims of the terrorist attack. How 
many of us can exhibit such fortitude and 
courage in the face of such gargantuan ad­
versity.

To tame the rising cases of crime gener­
ally, government should as a matter of ut­
most priority re-equip the police with mod­
em and sophisticated weapons as a counter­
poise to similar state-of-the-art weapons in 
the hands of robbers and hoodlums. It would 
now be suicidal for the police, with their an­
tediluvian and obsolete weapons, to challenge 
armed robbers.

The police need to be re-trained for mod­
em policing. The force is presently populated 
by illiterates, dropouts, and in some cases, 
ex-convicts. This explains why some police­
men have been involved in cases of robber­
ies, extortion, and other crimes. To put it 
bluntly, some of our policemen are no better 
than robbers.

Most importantly, government should 
provide employment opportunity for citizens, 
especially able-bodied youths, that have been 
stifled by the nation’s decadent socio-politi­
cal and economic system. Our youths are 
daily assaulted by the display of ill-gotten 
wealth by our elected and traditional rulers 
while the larger society wallows in abject 
poverty.

With the dawn of civil rule, expectations 
were high for improvement in the well being 
of citizens. The euphoria was fuelled by the 
freedom from the locust years of misrule of 
the military. However, the present adminis­
tration of Chief Obasanjo, so far, has not 
made any significant impact on the lives of 
ordinary citizens. Prices of basic items are 
astronomically high, scarcity of fuel still per­
sists, electricity supply is epileptic, while se­
curity of lives and property is virtually ab­
sent.

In the midst of poverty, our lawmakers 
and their cohorts keep feeding fat on the 
nation’s treasury which is manifesting in the 
many exquisite jeeps on our roads, frequent 
trips abroad in the name of inviting inves­
tors, sending their children abroad for stud­
ies while our universities remain closed due 
to incessant strikes etc.

Abdulyekeen is with the Federal Govern­
m ent G irls’ College, Bakori, Funtua, 
Katsina State.It is pertinent to point out that some of

YOUR LETTERS
What is sauce for the goose . . .

I write to call on the federal 
government to amend our 
constitution to allow local 
government councils four-year 

terms.
This is very im portant 

because local governments are 
closer to the people and have 
various commitments to them.

Many local governm ents 
have started crucial projects and 
they cannot finish them within

three years, so they need more 
time.

If governors, members of the 
House o f  R epresentatives, 
Senators and the president will 
spend four years, why not local 
government councils who are 
closer to the people.
Yusufu Sani,
Yassanta,
P. O. Box 249, Funtua,
Katsina State.

Daily Trust should go online
Of  recent, we have been 

reading the latest from 
Weekly Trust through the 
internet every Thursday or Friday 

m orning. May I use this 
opportunity  to call on the 
m anagem ent o f D aily Trust 
newspaper to put or connect the 
Daily Trust online so that at least 
we can read it via the internet 
every morning before settling 
down in the office for the 
business of the day.

The write-ups from the team 
o f the excellent writers are very 
exciting as well as educating. 
May I suggest also that despite 
his busy schedule, Dr. Aliyu 
Tilde should also take part in this 
contribution to national issues. 
We sincerely appreciate his 
invaluable contributions in 
Weekly Trust.
Abduilahi S. Abubakar, 
Anguwar Hausawa,
Box 5331, Garki Abuja.

It was last month when 
N igerians faced another 
im proper and impromptu 

situation by “Anti-corruption 
government” whereby NITEL 
announced the skyrocketed price 
for intra and interstate telephone 
calls and the cut down price for 
international calls.

Since then I was expecting the 
influential class “A” citizens to 
oppose the increment when to my 
dismay Mallam Nasir El- Rufa’i, 
the chairm an BPE, boldly 
supported the increment with 
some dubious reasons.

Thank God that though

Where are 
we going'

important, the telephone is not a 
necessity to the masses. So why 
bother myself?

One thing certain is life after 
death. Had it not been for death 
and the judgment in the hereafter, 
the looters would have neatly 
defeated the masses. 2-0!

Bashir Muhammad (Bash) 
Zoo Road, Kano 
Kano State.

Kura LG chairman, remember your promises

Please permit me to use your 
popular medium to draw the 
attention o f Kura local 

government chairman to 
remember his promises to the 
people. These include the 
provision o f potable water, 
provision of fertiliser to fanners as 
well as other social amenities, 
especially in places like Karfi,

Imawa, Kura and their environs. 
He, as a Muslim should equally 
remember that by promising he 
has made a covenant with Allah 
(SWT) and will therefore one day 
be made to stand and account for 
it.
NasidiA. Yahaya,
No. 4B, Dirimin Alova Quarters, 
Kura.
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Iranian court jails journalist for 
six years

A  n appeal court in Iran 
/ \  has extended the 

A. JLprison sentence 
mposed on a prominent 

Iranian journalist, Akbar Ganji, 
from six months to six years.

Ganji, a supporter o f the 
reform movement in Iran, was 
convicted o f damaging state 
security by attending a 
conference in Berlin on the 
future o f Iran.

BBC  reports that the 
sentence is a blow to President 
Mohammed Khatami, who has 
promised more openness and

the rule o f law.
In M ay, the 10-year 

sentence, follow ed by five 
yea rs ’ internal ex ile , was 
reduced on appeal to six 
months in jail.

But despite the appeal 
Ganji remained in prison., 
facing other charges.

Prosecutors then took the 
case to a higher court, which 
imposed a harsher penalty.

A court statement said that 
the ruling was definitive and 
therefore not subject to further 
appeal.

G anji reportedly made 
enemies by naming members 
o f  the conservative

Fighting continues in
earnest on Monday morning,Mogadishu

H ea v y  figh tin g  has 
co n tin u ed  in 
M o g a d ish u  as 

m ilit ia  lo y a l to fa ctio n  
leaders Hussein Aidid and 
Usman Atto clashed with a 
m ilit ia  lo y a l to the 
T r a n sitio n a l N a tio n a l 
Governm ent (T N G ), local 
so u rces  to ld  In tegrated  
Regional Information  
Network, IRIN.

T h e  f i g h t in g  sta rte d  

w hen m ilit ia  loya l to A tto  on  

July 15 tried to loot a convoy  

o f  trucks carry ing re lie f food  

donated b y  Sau d i Arab ia, at 

a checkpoint in  the south o f  

the city.

A tto ’ s militia, according 
to M o g a d ish u  resid en t 
Hasan Ahmad, controls the 
checkpoint at K M -7 on the 
A fgoi road.

T h e f ig h tin g  w h ic h  
started on the m orning o f  
J u ly  15 d ied  d ow n  as 
darkness fell, but resumed in

h u m an itarian  so u rces in 
M ogadishu told IRIN.

The fighting, which was 
concentrated in southwest 
Mogadishu, reportedly died 
down later in the afternoon, 
but the two sides were still 
facing each other at K M -7 
and fighting could resume at 

any time, a local doctor told 
IRIN.

H e  s a id  d e a th  t o l l  

e s t im a te s  s o  fa r  r a n g e d  

b e tw e e n  50  a n d  100. 

M o n d a y ’s f ig h t in g  is  the 

la te s t  in  a  s e r ie s  o f  

confrontations in M o gad ish u  

since July 12.

White S/African couple accuse police of racism

establishm ent as being 
responsible for the killing o f 
dissidents and intellectuals.

Since the election in 1997 
o f  reform ist President 
Khatami, around 40 mostly 
pro-reform newspapers have 
been shut down.

Dozens o f Mr Khatami’ s 
supporters have been jailed or 
remanded in custody on 
subversion charges.

A  large number o f them 
were convicted as a result o f 
their attending the B erlin  
conference last year, which 
was branded as anti-Iranian 
after being disrupted by emigre 
groups.

And despite the president’s 
landslide re-election last 
month, a French-based press 
defence group said that the 
plight o f  journalists was 
worsening in Iran.

A  statement by Reporters 
sans Frontieres described Iran 
as “ the largest prison for 
journalists in the w orld ,” 
adding that o f 27 journalists 
known to be in jail, 21 were 
being held in unknown 
locations.

Ganji has been in prison for 
the last 15 months and he has 
accused prison authorities o f 
torturing him.

He has been on hunger 
strike several times to protest 
at his detention in solitary 
confinem ent in a Tehran 
prison.

Palestinian Anas Dameeri looks at his fa ther’s burnt out car in the village o f  Byren near 
the West Bank city o f  Nablus, on Monday. Witnesses from  the village said that tens o f  
jewish settlers from  the neighbouring settlement o f  Yitzhar attacked many houses in the 
village and set fire to the car early Monday morning.

Mine blast kills one, injures 12 in Swaziland
M:"ore than 250 workers 

have refused to 
.resume duty at a coal 

mine in south western 
Swaziland after an underground 
explosion killed one person and 
left twelve seriously injured last 
week.

Maloma Colliery shift boss, 
Duma Vilakati, blamed the blast 
on a malfunctioning ventilator 
that led to a build-up of methane

Egyptian faces trial for multiple marriages

A n Egyptian man has 
gone on trial for 
breaking the Muslim 

legal limit o f having four wives 
at the same time - he had five.

Sayed Ragab al-Sawarky, 
5 1, whose trial opened on 
Sunday but was adjourned until 
August, is also charged with

entering into brief marriages 
with 29 underage girls.

Lawyers for Mr al- 
Sawarky, a wealthy
businessman, say the charges 
are part o f an attempt to close 
down his chain o f clothing 
shops.

But the prosecution alleges

A w h ite  South  
African couple has 
accused police o f  

racism  b e c a u se  th eir 
statements were not taken 
a fte r  th ree b la c k  p e tro l 
attendants allegedly attacked 
them last week.

T h e c o u p le , Jan and 
Cornelia Vercueil, had to be 
treated at hospital after three 
p e tro l atten d an ts at a 
T O T A L  service station in 
T w ee fo n te in , 10km from  
P ie tersb u rg  in N orthern  
Province, allegedly punched 
them , hit them  w ith  a 
broom stick and floor mop 
and dragged Mrs Vercueil, 
40, by the hair.

The couple was on their 
w a y  to V e rcu e il’ s parents 
farm and stopped for fuel at 
abou t 1.30  a.m . on 
W ednesday last week.

M r Vercueil, 37, said he 
c o m p la in e d  w h en  one 
attendant spilt petrol on the 
ground while filling the tank 
o f  his bakkie with R30 worth 
o f  fuel.

..“ I-ag lfad -h iin  u ;h y  h p  n a t .

careless as he w as costing 
me money since petrol was 
expensive,”  said Vercueil.

The attendant allegedly 
spilt more petrol.

“ I asked him again not to 
spill m y petrol, before I got 
back in the bakkie.”

The attendant allegedly 
swore at him in Sotho, which 
V e r c u e il  u n derstan d s, 
p ro m p tin g  V e r c u e il  to 
challenge him.

“ I confronted him , but 
m y answ er w as a straight 
punch to the head,”  he said.

T w o  oth er attendants 
a lle g e d ly  jo in e d  in, and 
assaulted him with a sponge 
floor-mop and broomstick.

“ One o f  them also went 
around to the driver’ s seat, 
dragged my w ife out by her 
hair and assaulted her,”  he 
said.

W h en  he a sk e d  them  
w hy they attacked them, the 
attendants a lle g e d ly  said  
they thought he had a gun.

S ta ff in the shop at the 
garage. »l*rted*.poli«e and

M r Vercueil said police 
first asked that he take a 
breathalyser test to ensure he 
w a s n ’ t drun k, b efo re  
allow ing the ambulance to 
ta k e  the c o u p le  to
Pietersburg Hospital.

T hat w as the last the 
V ercu e ils  heard from  the 
police.

“N o police came to take 
our statements at the hospital 
n or a fter  w e  w ere
d is c h a r g e d ,”  sa id  M r 
Vercueil.

H e is c o n s u ltin g  his 
law yer in connection with 
the matter.

P ro v in c ia l p o lic e
sp o k e sw o m a n , C ap ta in  
Ronel Otto, said the matter 
would be investigated to find 
out w hy no statements were 
taken from the couple.

T O T A L  South A fr ic a  
sp o k esm a n , K h u lu
Ntshingila, said the garage 
d e a le r  had b een  to ld  to 
provide a detailed report on 
the incident.

He said T O T A L  was also 
waiting for the outcome q f

he lied about his marital status 
to live a life o f sin. He is also 
charged with forging 
documents.

Mr al-Sawarky claims to be 
a devout Muslim. He was 
arrested on his return to Cairo 
from a pilgrimage to Mecca.

Opening the trial, 
Prosecutor Muhammad 
Abdullah read out the charges: 
withholding information about 
his marital status, tricking a 
woman into having illicit sex, a 
complaint that is tantamount to 
rape, and on three occasions 
having one wife more than the 
four w ives sanctioned by 
Islamic law.

Mr Abdullah also accused 
Mr al-Suwarky o f falsifying 
marriage documents to show he 
was married to fewer than four 
women.

“Thus he lived as a husband 
with these women and they 
thought they were surrendering 
them selves to a legitim ate 
husband,” he said.

gas that was ignited by a spark.
The ventilator was being 

repaired at the time o f the 
explosion.

“ The catastrophe could 
have been averted had it not 
been for the repair o f the fan, 
which circulates fresh air into 
the mine to dilute the highly 
inflammable methane gas,”  said 
Vilakati.

One miner was killed and 
12 others rushed to Mbabane 
government hospital where they 
were admitted to the intensive 
care ward for burn wound 
treatment.

The next shift refused to go 
underground and demanded an 
investigation that has forced 
management to suspend 
operations for at least four days.

Mine management, 
government’ s department o f 
geological survey and mines, 
along with Swazi police and 
workers’ representatives at the 
mine have set up a committee 
to probe the blast.

General Manager o f the

mine, Christo Snyman, declined 
to comment until the 
investigation had been finalised.

Workers at the mine said 
working conditions were not 
safe and related incidents from 
previous years, including the 
case o f a worker whose spinal 
cord was damaged when a 
blasting session went awry. His 
penis later had to be amputated.

In September last year, a 
welder died when a beam he 
was repairing collapsed.

The mine, which began 
operations in September 1993, 
produces high quality anthracite 
coal, which is exported mainly 
to European Union markets and 
the United States o f America.

It is the second biggest coal 
mine in the kingdom after the 
Mpaka Coal Mine that closed 
down in 1994 after management 
cited the rise o f operational 
expenses.

Both mines have vast coal 
reserves, according to 
geologists.

7XagaB el-5un>eTrJ<y.

rA t
n an embarrassing blow to the UN’ s International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda, four o f its defence investigators have 
been found to be suspects in the 1994 genocide.
The employment contracts o f three o f the four, which expired 

in June, will not be renewed, said Adama Dieng, a registrar at the 
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda.

Augustin Basebaya, Aloys Ngendahimana and Augustin Karera 
are listed as "category one" suspects, for allegedly participating in 
massacre o f minority Tutsis and moderate Hutus.

Thaddee Kwitonda, whose contract has been suspended, is under 
investigation by the tribunal for crimes allegedly committed during 
the genocide, the registrar said in a statement.

The four investigators, who were hired to help the defence teams 
prepare their cases, were approved for employment by the tribunal, 
which paid their wages.

It was not clear whether any further action would be taken 
against them.

“The tribunal makes no presumption o f the guilt o f these 
individuals for the crimes o f which they are suspected or accused,” 
the statement said.

“The tribunal stands ready to reconsider them for clearance for 
employment by any defence counsel in the tribunal should they be 
cleared o f the charges and suspicions against them in the Rwandan 
judicial system or in the international tribunal,”  the statement added.

In a related case, Italy’s Roman Catholic Church is reportedly 
hiding a Rwandan priest wanted by the tribunal on charges o f 
genocide.

Father Athanase Seromba has been accused o f murdering more 
than 2,000 people during the three-month massacre o f  Tutsis and 
moderate Hutus in Rwanda in 1994.

He was scheduled to eive a sermojn explaining why tl 
Tnlernatfonal^riminal'Tribimar tor Rwanda" wanted liim” but 
V ^h ish fl1 fibers e a r lie r '1’  " '  J""n"'i r "
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H U S S A I N I  A D  A M U  P O L Y T E C H N I C

T

(FORMERLY JIGAWA STATE POLYTECHNIC) OFFICE OF THE 
REGISTRAR (ACADEMIC AFFAIRS DIVISION)

P. M. B. 5004 KAZAURE 
Application for admission for the 2001/2002 Academic Session

his is to inform interested and suitably qualified candidates
that the National Board for Technical Education (NBTE) 

has given approval to the Polytechnic to mount the following 
N a tio n a l D ip lo m a  P ro g ram s in the  C O L L E G E  OF  
ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY, KAZAURE:
ND Computer Science
ND Science Laboratory Technology Pre-ND Science:
Other programs offered by the college are:
Remedial S tud ies.
IJMB .
Certificate in Carpentry and Joinery
Certificate in M otor Vehicle Technology
C ertifica te  in E lec trica l In sta lla tio n  and M ain tenance
Certificate in Block Laying and Concreting
Certificate in Science Laboratory Technology.
Certificate in Computer Science (full-time/Part-time) 
Advance Certificate in Computer Science (full-Time/Part- 
time) Certificate in Fashion Design and Clothing Technology

COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, HADEJIA
Diploma in Agricultural Home Economics Advance Certificate
in General Agriculture Certificate in General Agriculture
Certificate in Animal Health and Production
Certificate in Forestry Technology
Certificate in Irrigation Engineering
Certificate in Fishery

C O LLEG E OF ISLA M IC  AND LEG A L STU D IES, 
RINGIM
Diploma in Law
Diploma in Shari’a (full-time/Part-time)
Diploma in English, Hausa and Islamic Studies (fulU.me/Part- 
time)
Diploma in Arabic, Hausa and Islamic Studies (full-time/Part- 
time)

t

C O L L E G E  OF B U SIN E SS A N D  M A N A G E M E N T  
STUDIES, DUTSE.
Pre-ND Business Studies 

National Diploma in Accountancy
Diploma in Public Auditing and Accounting (full-time/Part- 
time)
Advance Diploma in Auditing and Accounting (full-time/Part- 
time)
Certificate in Public Auditing and Accounting Certificate in

Clerical Officer Accounts
National Diploma Business Administration.
Certificate in Stores Keeping
Assistant Stores O fficers’ Certificate
Advance Diploma in Public Administration (full-time/Part-
time)
Diploma in public Administration (full-time/Part-time) 
Diploma in Social Administration (full-time/Part-time) 
Diploma in Local Government Administration (full-time/Part- 
time)
Certificate in Public Adm inistration (full-tim e/Part-tim e)
Certificate in Clerical Officer
National Diploma Secretarial Studies
Certificate in Computer Studies Confidential Secretary III
Confidential secretary IV

ENTRY REQUIREMENT:
1. National Diploma Programs: As per the JAMB admission 
requirements.
2. Ordinary Diploma Programs: A minimum o f 4 credits at 
G CE/SSC E level, one o f  w hich m ust be in E nglish or 
Mathematics at not more than 2 sittings OR Grade II pass with 
at least 4 credits or merits OR certificate course in the relevant 
field.
3. Certificate Programs: A minimum of 4 passes at GCE/SSCE 
at not more than two sittings or a Grade II pass with at least 4 
passes.

M ETHOD OF APPLICATION
Application forms are available at the rate o f N500.00 each 
(non-refundable) at the following banks: Assurance Bank, 
Kazaure; TCB, Hadejia; Bank o f the North, Dutse; Savannah 
Bank, Ringim; Afri-Bank, Gumel and Assurance Bank, Kano, 
Dely com pleted application forms, together with copy o f 
relevant certificates and 3 stamped self-addressed envelopes 
M UST be returned to: The Registrar, (Academ ic Affairs 
D ivision), Hussaini A dam u Polytechnic, P. M. B. 5004, 
Kazaure OR any o f the Colleges at Dutse, Ringim, Hadejia 
and Kazaure on or before 31st August 200 I. No application 
will be entertained after the closing date.

Signed: 
Suleiman Dauda 
REGISTRAR.
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Nigerian Stock Dealings (NSE)

Price L ist as a t 17/07/2001

COMPANY
OPENING

PRICE
CLOSING

PRICE CHANGE DEALS VOLUME VALUE

7UP 6.00 5.60 0.20 17 51,800 302,165.00
ACCESSBANK 1.30 1.26 0.04 27 10,465,100 12,998,471.60
ADC 2.69 2.59 0.10 1 200 518.000
ADSWITCH 1.03 1.03 0.00 1 * 2,500 2,575.00
AFPRINT 1.08 1.06 0.03 11 66,925 70,761.50
AFR1BANK 6.90 9.00 0.10 32 254,955 2,347,671.64
AFROIL 0.23 0.23 0.00 1 3,000 690.00
AFRPAINTS 0.63 0.63 0.00 1 5,000 3,150.00
AGIP 30.20 30.50 0.60 40 63,108 1,932,946.20
AGLEVENT 1.18 1.18 0.00 2 465 553.42
AI1CO 3.45 3.28 0.17 4 18,900 62,145.00
AP 19.34 19.34 0.00 10 529,171 10,234,167.14
ASHAKACEM 14.00 14.70 0.70 17 52,250 757,109.50
BAICO 0.71 0.71 0.00 1 125 88.75
BATA 0.33 0.33 0.00 5 105,000 34,480.00
BCC 4.79 4.79 0.00 1 6,562 31,431.98
BERGER 2.65 2.75 0.10 5 10,277 28,042.90
C&ILEAS1NG 1.30 1.24 0.06 4 31,220 39,936.00
CADBURY 24.50 24.10 8.40 54 86,423 2,080,942.05
CAP 2.65 2.75 0.10 2 20,000 55,000.00
CAPALBETO 1.60 7.60 0.00 1 1,625 12,350.00
CCNN 3.07 3.07 0.00 3 1,625 4,968.75
CFAO 2.30 2.31 0.01 3 6,114 14,123.34
CHARTERED 7.00 7.20 0.20 18 96,114 691,275.0
CHRISTLIB 0.50 0.50 0.00 1 570 285.00
CMB 0.58 0.68 0.00 4 149,825 101,881.00
COOPBANK 2.14 2.14 0.00 4 11,080 23,711.20
CORNERST 1.57 1.55 0.02 6 92,400 126,121.00
COSTAIN 1.13 1.13 0.00 10 133,517 147,688.36
CRUSADER 2.08 2.15 0.07 3 65,000 135,550.00
DELTGLAS 6.36 6.35 0.00 1 3,000 19,050.00
DNMEYER 15.00 15.75 0.75 15 36,209 565,953.13
DUNLOP 3.40 3.57 0.17 27 143,391 509,515.65
EKOBANK 1.55 1.55 0.00 11 73,354 113,898.70
ETERNAOIL 1.28 1.34 0.06 3 54,189 72,613.26
FIRSTALUM 1.80 1.80 0.00 4 55,845 99,322.80
FIRSTBANK 24.52 25.74 . 1.22 54 271,030 6,978,518.12
FLOURMILL 17.35 17.40 0.05 62 250,932 4,369,577.36
FSB 5.99 6.00 0.01 21 169,464 1,021,317.35
GOLDBREW 0.72 0.69 0.03 2 10,243 7,067.67
GUARANTY 5.70 5.70 0.00 40 611,333 3,484,598.10
GUINNESS 38.40 38.50 0.10 49 74,357 2,842,246.11
HALLBANK 4.99 4.90 0.09 1 500 2,450.00
IGL 5.82 6.00 0.18 17 77,815 473,585.65
IMB 1.90 1.91 0.09 7 36,549 67,413.59
INLANDBANK 1.56 1.56 0.00 3 70,000 108,200.00
JOSBREW 1.26 1.26 0.00 1 337 487.62
JBERGER 46.80 44.60 2.20 9 816,501 27,607,144.60
JOHNHOLT 1.90 1.99 0.09 5 10,432 20,575.03
JOSBREW 0.68 0.68 0.00 1 1,000 680.00
JULI 0.52 0.52 0.00 1 400 208.00
LASACO 1.15 1.15 0.00 1 283,330 325,829.50
LENNARDS 0.27 0.27 0.00 2 224,317 50,565.59
L E Y B R O S 2 4 .9 9 2 5 .0 0 O.O) 9 5 435,538 10,811,401.03
LIBERTY 2.11 2.24 0.10 I 10,000 22,100.00
LIONBANK 1.44 1.51 0.07 9 13,324 64,940.62
LONGMAN 4.75 4.75 0.00 4 1,900 9,925.00
MANNYBANK 1.91 1.99 0.01 5 15,335 29,186.75
M AY&BAKER 2.80 2.60 0.00 1 200 560.00
MOBIL 55.50 65.50 0.00 15 11,832 774,337.00
MORISON 3.30 3.26 0.02 4 18,000 59,040.00
NAL 5.12 5.11 0.01 114 3,412,715 17,822,557.37
NB 27.00 28.30 1.30 83 304,597 8,381,72.30
NBC 20.49 20.40 0.09 31 157,524 3,217,740.61
NCR 2.02 2.02 0.00 1 1,000 2,020.00
NEM 0.79 3.82 0.03 1 12,582 10,300.84
NESTLE 63.00 61.05 1.95 15 383,347 23,557,080.00
NIG-GERMAN 2.50 2.60 0.10 2 550 1,385.00
NIGERCEM 0.54 0.54 0.00 1 100 54.00
NIGERINS 5.00 5.00 0.00 7 2,014,350 10,071,750.00
NOLCHEM 34.20 32.50 1.70 4 14,562 473,265.00
OKOMUOIL 9.45 9.45 0.00 4 2,114 19,977.30
OWENABANK 2.94 2.95 0.01 14 97,056 286,144.36
POLYPROD 0.50 0.50 0.00 3 1,560 780.00
PRESTIGE 2.10 2.20 0.10 6 78,250 165,625.00
PZ 13.60 3.95 0.25 36 163,440 2,237,100.22
ROYALEX 5.10 5.10 0.00 7 46,500 237,150.00
RTBRISCOE 1.29 1.29 0.00 2 500 645.00
SAVANNA 1.13 1.15 0.02 23 228,580 268,397.50
SCOA 1.80 1.83 0.03 6 186,352 334,820.20
SKBEECHAM 2.21 2.21 0.00 20 43,514 95,055.94
TEXACO 61.00 81.79 0.79 10 5,759 352,949.21
TIB , 2.64 2.70 0.06 56 483,850 1,249,885.74
TOTAL 67.08 67.10 0.02 24 32,559 2,174,477.00
TRIPPLEG 1.77 1.27 0.00 2 3,800 4,826.00
UAC-PROP 2.90 2.91 0.01 31 288,850 840,413.50
UACN 3.45 3.82 0.17 29 735,386 2,655,745.32
UBA 13.99 14.00 0.01 95 525,613 7,277,367.47
UBN 40.80 42.00 1.20 350 4,831.175 200,391,176.21
UNIC 2.25 2.25 0.00 2 700 1,575.00
UNIONDICON 18.15 15.40 0.75 2 2,500 39,500.00
UNIONVENT 0.60 0.50 0.00 1 500 250.00
UNIPETROL 43.57 45.70 2.13 68 209,729 9,399,820.04
UNTL 3.09 3.09 0.00 6 18,556 7,600.00
UPL 3.90 3.30 0.00 1 2,000 1,473,072.40
UTB 4.60 4.60 0.00 16 332,394 80,000.00
UTC 1.36 1.30 0.06 3 62,000 487,650.05
VITAFOAM 4.29 4.45 0.10 33 115,113 487,650.15
WAPCO 19.00 19.95 0.95 17 166,407 3,319,791.15
WEMABANK 2.65 2.78 0.13 36 243.947 612.161.44
TOTAL 1,898 31,164,275 390,429,348.64

Nigerian Stock Dealings (NSE)
G ainers/Losers as a t 17/07/2001

| Gainers \
COMPANY OPENING PRICE CLOSING PRICE CHANGE

UNIPETROL 43.57 45.70 2.13
NB 27.00 78.30 1.30
FIRSTBANK 24.52 25.74 1.22
UBN 40.90 42.00 1.20
WAFCO 19.00 19.95 0.95
DNMEYER 15.00 15.75 0.75
ASHAKACEM 14.00 14.70 0.70
AGIP 30.20 30.80 0.60
PZ 13.60 13.85 0.25
CHARTERED 2.00 7.20 0.20
IGL 5.32 8.00 0.18
UACN 3.45 3.82 0.17
DUNLOP 3.40 3.57 0.17
VITAFOAM 4.29 4.45 0.16
WEMABANK 2.85 2.70 0.13
BERGER 2.85 2.75 0.10
NIG-GERMAN 2.50 2.60 0.10
PRESTIGE 2.10 2.20 0.10
LIBERTY 2.11 2.21 0.10
JOHNHOLT 1.90 1.99 0.09
LIONBANK 1.44 1.51 0.07
CRUSADER 2.09 2.15 0.07
TIB 2.84 2.70 0.06
ETERNAOIL 1.28 1.34 0.06
NEM 0.79 0.52 0.03

I Losers
|| COMPANY OPENING PRICE CLOSING PRICE CHANGE

II JBERGER 46.90 44.80 2.20
I NESTLE 63.00 61.05 1.95

NOLCHEM 34.20 32.50 1.70
UNIONDICON 18.15 15.40 0.75
CADBURY 24.50 24.10 0.40
7UP 8.00 5.80 0.20
AIICO 3.46 3.28 0.17
ADC 2.89 2.59 0.10
CAP 2.85 2.75 0.10
HALLBANK 4.99 4.90 0.09
NBC 20.49 20.40 0.09
IMB 1.80 1.31 0.08
UTC 1.36 1.30 0.08

1 C&ILEASING 1.30 1.24 0.06
I ACCESSBANK 1.30 1.28 0.04

GOLDBREW 0.72 0.69 0.03
AFPRINT 1.03 1.05 0.03

1 CORNERST J.57 1.55 0.02
MORISON 3.30 3.26 0.02
NAL 5.12 5..11 0.01

II MANNYBANK 1.91 1.90 0.01
J.S'MOT/warj o f  Transactions

j OPENING CLOSING % AGE CHANGE
MKT. 625,921,434,422.02 1 833,S2\,031,24Z.02 1.23

II INDEX 10,586.99 10,717.22 1.23

1 1
l| DEALS VOLUM E VOLUE No. OF COMPANIES
?: 1,898 31,184,275 390,492,348.84 100

|  Source: NSE, Abuja Area Office

Stock market report for Tuesday July 17 2001
Trading reports collected from Abuja Area office of the Nigerian Stock Exchange 

indicted that a total of 31.16 million shares valued at N390.49 million in 1.898 deals were 
traded on the floors of the Nigerian Stock Exchange.

There were no transactions in the Industrial Loans/Preference Stocks sector and the 
Federal Go .r"rT“nt ^ pvf*,<wixient stocks sector.
Jerice M o v e m e n t :

The Nigerian Stock Exchange All-Share Index closed at 10.717.20, an increase of 
1.23 percent. The index opened at 10,596.99. While the market capitalization closed at 
N633.62 billion, an increase of 1.23 percent, it opened at N625.92 billion.

The bears lost to the bulls on the floor, with a total of 25 companies gaining and 21 
losing in their share prices.

Gains were recorded in the Petroleum Marketing, Breweries, Banking, Building 
Materials, Chemicals and Paints, Conglomerates, Industrial & Domestic Products. 
Automobile and Tyre and the Insurance sub sector today.

Unipetrol Pic led the price gainers, as it appreciated by 213 kobo to close the day at 
N47.70 per share, followed by Nigerian Breweries Pic, which appreciated by 130 kobo to 
close at N28.30 per share.

Other price gainers include Firstbank (122 kobo); UBN (120 kobo); WAPCO (95 
kobo); DN Meyer (75 kobo); Ashakacem (70 kobo); Agip (60 kobo); PZ (25 kobo); 
Chartered (20 kobo); IGL (18 kobo); UACN and Dunlop (17 kobo apiece).

Loses were recorded in the Construction, Food/Beverages & Tobacco, Petroleum 
Marketing, Insurance. Chemicals and Paints, Banking Conglomerates, Managed Fund. 
Breweries, Textile and the healthcare sub sectors.

JBerger Pic led the price losers, dropping by 220 kobo to close at and N44.60 per 
share, followed by Nestle Foods Pic, which lost 195 kobo, to close at N61.05 per share.

Other price losers include NOCHEM (170 kobo): Uniondicon (75 kobo); Cadbury 
(40 kobo); Seven-Up (20 kobo); AIICO (17 kobo); ADC and CAP (10 kobo apiece) and 
Hallbank, NBC and IMB (9 kobo apiece).
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Funding, prioritising, 
bane of public utilities - i o n

The poor performance 
o f most public 
utilities in the country 

has been attributed to lack of 
funds and poor prioritising of 
social services rendered to 
the public.

The Deputy Chairman 
of the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants o f N igeria 
(ICAN), Alhaji Ibrahim 
Yusuf, made this observation 
in Kaduna while fielding 
questions from newsmen at 
the end o f a three-day 
workshop on Re­
engineering o f Public 
Utilities and Social Services

From Ibrahim Dan Halilu, in Kaduna

for Revenue Generation and 
Accountability, organised for 
local government personnel 
by ICAN, Kaduna District in 
collaboration with the office 
of the Auditor-General and 
the State Board of Internal 
Revenue.

Alhaji Ibrahim Yusuf 
said that experience had 
shown that many public and 
private organisations failed 
to meet the expectations of 
the populace due to poor 
u tilisation o f the scarce 
resources and poor

prioritising of programmes.
He said that the institute 

organised the workshop to 
find out from those at the 
helm of affairs what was 
really wrong and why they 
were not able to render the 
services they were mandated 
to carry out with a view to 
finding solutions to the 
problems.

Alhaji Ibrahim, who is 
the workshop director, noted 
that the standard of living of 
N igerians is not rising 
despite the huge allocation of 
resources made to all tiers of 
government, pointing out

Senate Committee moves to improve maritime sector
A six-member Senate 

ad-hoc Committee 
on Transport and 
Maritime left the country to 

some European and South- 
Asian countries to examine 
their maritime and transport 
systems in order to upgrade 
Nigeria's systems.

In a chat with newsmen 
at the presidential wing of 
M urtala Mohammed 
A irport, Lagos, shortly 
before their departure, a 
member o f  the ad-hoc 
com m ittee, Senator 
M ojisoluwa Akinfenwa, 
disclosed that their mission 
was to understudy the

From Shakirat Abdulmajeed, in Lagos

maritime sector in Asian 
countries to be able to 
improve N igeria 's
transportation system.

According to him, 
countries slated for visitation 
included Singapore, South- 
Korea and Untied Kingdom.

Senator Akinfenwa 
hinted further that another 
group led by Senator Davou 
Zang, Vice-chairman of the 
Senate Com mittee on 
Maritime/Transport is billed 
to visit South Africa and the 
United States of America to 
understudy their maritime

and transport systems.
He explained that the 

two groups, expected back in 
the country by July 20, will 
compare notes and use their 
knowledge to advance the 
development of our maritime 
and transport systems.

Other members of the 
South Asian visitation team 
headed by Senator Martins 
Yellowe included Senator 
Chuba Okadigbo, Senator 
Ngele, Senator Lawal Shuaib 
and Senator Patrick Aga.

Senator Akinfenwa 
decried the appalling 
situation of Nigerian Ports, 
saying drastic measures must 
be taken to save the situation.

T E N D E R  N O T I C E  
C E N T R A L  B A N K  O F  N I G E R I A  
N I G E R I A N  T R E A S U R Y  B I L L S

Notice  is hereby given bv tlie Central  Bunk ol Nigeria  that () l - d a v  fed era l  G o v e rn ­
ment o f  Nigeria I reasurv Bills am oun t ing  to N 17.(>46.227 million will be issued by an 
auction-based  system on Thursday. 2(> 07/2001.
Interested Authorized  Dealers (C om mercia l  Merchant Banks. Designated Discount 
Houses and Brokers) are invited to submit tenders  to reach the Public Debt O l f i c t .  
Centra l  Bank o f  Nigeria ,  Lagos, not later than 1.30 p.m on Tuesday,  24/07/2001.

Lach tender  must be in multiple  o f  N 1,000. subject to a m in im u m  o f  N 10,000 per 
lender. Authorized  Dealers are a llow ed to submit m ultip le  bids and quote  m ultip le  
rates. A tender m a \  be for ow n account ol Authorised  Dealers or m ade  on behall  ol 
in terested m em b ers  o f  the public , who are advised  to apply to their banks or Brokers 

lor the Bills.

Tenders  for the Bills should  be subm itted  on the prescribed prin ted  forms in duplica te  
and in sealed  envelopes  clearly m arked  “ IL N D I.K  l*()R B ILLS I he result ol the 
lender will be announced  before the d o s e  ol business on I uesday. 24 0 2001. 1 he 
Bank reserves the right to reject any lender in part or in full.
Mlotment letters will be issued to sHccesstuI tenderers  on W ednesday .  25/07 2001. 
Payment in full for the amount!) ol the accepted  tenders  must be m ade  to the ( ential 
Bank o f  Nigeria  not later than I J l tp .  m oil the issue da te  2(> 07/2001. I his will nor­
mally be  effected  by direct debit to the accounts  o f  the affected  Authorized  Dealers 
which  should  ensure  that their a ccounts  with the Bank are adequate ly  funded lor this 

purpose.

1*1 151 1< I) KIM'  O l  T I C K  
C K N J ' R  \ l  B A N K  O K  N I G E R I A  

1 I M  III S Q I  A R K  
L A G O S .

Liyel Imoke, Presidential Adviser on Utilities

that Nigerians are becoming 
poorer because the social 
services that were supposed 
to be rendered to them are 
not being rendered.

“They don’t render 
social service to the people. 
Water Board, you go to some 
areas they are not 
performing. Electricity is 
dwindling. People are not 
given electricity. You realise 
that roads are not being 
catered for,:” he noted.

He emphasised the need 
to accord priority attention to 
some social agencies in view 
of their strategic position in 
the society, and called on the 
workshop participants not to 
see accountability as just an 
act of collection and keeping 
of money in the bank but also 
stewardship reporting to the 
people in terms of what is 
generated and what has been 
done.

He dismissed the claim 
that the poor performance of 
some local governm ent 
councils was attributable to 
the financial regulations of 
the system, which gives 
room for misappropriation. 
He argued that since all rules 
and regulations are 
established from the societal 
norms, what Nigeria require 
is to inculcate these norms in 
its citizenry so that the right 
environm ent could be 
created for any system to 
work efficiently.

T!I he Nigerian Institute 
o f M anagement 
(NIM), has trained 

about 50,000 Nigerians at 
managerial level since its 
establishment in 1961.

The National President 
o f the Institute, C hief 
Marshal Akerele, disclosed 
when he paid a courtesy call 
on Alhaji Ahmadu Adamu 
M u’azu, the Governor of 
Bauchi State.

He stated that the 
officials of NIM visited the 
state to solicit for the support 
of the government for the 
state chapter of the institute 
and to regularise the register 
of its members.

Dr. Akerele listed the 
achievements of the institute 
since inception to date to 
include; the extension of 
Value Added Tax (VAT), 
services to the members 
irrespective o f their 
locations, on-line services 
which enable, the members 
to access information on 
com puter, membership 
continuing education and the 
successful organising of 
annual, seminars, workshops 
and conferences through 
which members update their 
knowledge.

The president implored 
the governor to assist the 
state chapter with office 
accommodation, which he 
believes will enhance the 
performances of the chapter.

He presented to the 
governor the NIM code of 
conduct, emblem, a copy of 
the institute’s brochure and 
schedule of its activities for 
the rest of the year 2001.

Similarly, Dr. Akerele

NIM trains
50,000

managers
From Leke Adelere, in Bauchi |

urged the governor to 
influence his executive 
council members to join the 
membership of NIM for an 
effective management of the 
state’s affairs.

Governor Adamu 
M u’azu in his response, 
remarked that NIM needs to 
inculcate discipline into its 
members and emphasise at 
all items that principle of 
effective management is 
strictly adhered to, “if this 
can be done, Nigeria shall be 
great,” he added.

Mu’azu observed that 
lack of absolute commitment 
at all levels by those 
entrusted with power, 
including the members of 
NIM has hindered the 
progress and growth of the 
nation.

“ Should everybody 
concerned acquaint and 
adhere to the code of conduct 
o f NIM, Nigeria shall be 
great and better than what it 
is today.”

He therefore, promised 
to assist the state branch of 
NIM with the office 
accom m odation and the 
required facilities. The 
governor also pledged the 
sum of N250,000 on behalf 
o f the state government, 
N 100,000 for himself while 
he will appealed to each 
member of his cabinet to 
give N 10,000.

David-West doubts zero gas flaring deadline
rofessor Tam David-
West has expressed 
doubt at the federal 

government’s determination 
to obtain a zero gas flaring 
status by the year 2004.

Speaking to the 
B usiness Day in an 
exclusive interview in Port 
H arcourt, the form er 
petroleum minister stated 
that he does not know of any 
country with so much 
associated gas that has 
achieved absolute zero 
flaring, especially in so short 
span of time. “Government 
should however, have policy 
incentives or fiscal measures 
to further encourage gas 
utilisation,” he advised.

From W isdom -llduak Patrick,
in Port Harcourt

Equatorial Bank joins universal banking

T he Equatorial Trust 
Bank Limited (ETB), 
has jum p-started  

universal banking with its 
insurance-like deposit 
scheme, Equiserve.

According to the bank’s 
Head of Consumer Banking, 
Taiwo Toyin Rotimi, the 
product which debuted 
recently was designed with 
an eye on depositors safety 
and security.

The product which is 
underwritten by Industrial 
and General Insurance 
Company Limited (IGI), 
could be said to be the 
product that opened the door 
on universal banking in 
Nigeria even though back in 
1995. When the old 
Equiserve was introduced 
into the market, the Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN) had 
not open the flood gates of 
universal banking.

Rotimi disclosed,

| From Bright Ewulu, in Lagos |

however, that the new 
Equiserve was designed for 
the Nigeria of today and has 
more options, benefits and 
variety in order to appeal to 
more customers or potential 
customers of the bank.

He stressed that the new 
Equiserve has the standard 
deposit, premium deposit 
ana delux deposit categories 
aimed at different cadres of 
people, saying that standard 
deposit attracts N50,000 
while deluxe’s opening 
balance o f N250,000 ana 
above.

All of them, according 
to the head, consum er 
banking o f ETB, provides 
different types of insurance 
cover ranging from accident 
related m edical
reimbursement, to baggage 
insurance, life cover, 
perm anent disability, 
household effects etc.

The Professor o f 
Virology, who disclosed that 
N igeria flares about 95 
percent of associated gas, 
maintained that this was the 
highest in the world. 
According to him, “this 
impacts negatively on the 
environm ent, through 
localised air and thermal 
pollution.”

According to D avid- 
West, the Associated Gas 
Re-Injection Act 99 of 1979 
was enacted to stem the 
waste in gas flaring. It 
imposed a duty on every 
company producing oil in 
Nigeria to submit detailed 
plan for utilisation.

He stated further that no 
company engaged in the 
production of oil shall after 
January 01, 1984 flare gas 
produced in association with 
oil w ithout the w ritten 
permission of the minister of 
petroleum.

Rihmuiu Lukman, Presidential Adviser on Engery
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Engineer M ustapha Bello, M inister o f  Commerce

We will check dumpirij
The import dependence o f the Nigerian economy has dominated discourse in the country. Since the O 
assumed power over two years ago, the issue has gained currency, and this has involved economist, 
policy makers and the consumer himself in the dialogue. In this interview with Business Editor, Osboi 
merce Minister, Engineer Mustapha Bello, expanded on governments feeling about the economy, es\ 
foreign goods, plans to reactivate the ailing production sector o f the economy and much more. Exceri

r W l h e  c o u n try ’s the dual exchange rate sys- tal sort o f relationship of instead o f allowing juice ning some o f your own from those countries is really enco
m  econom y is en  tem that existed and that imports to our GDP. Take worth $200million to come

M  m eshed  in a ll didn’t affect the exchange for example, fruit juice that into Nigeria, let us allow a
econom y is en 
m eshed  in a ll 

kinds o f  crises. The coun­
try is already becoming a 
dumping ground fo r  all 
sorts o f  foreign goods re­
sulting in the fa ll  o f  the 
nation’s currency. This is 
without prejudice to the 
World Trade Organisation 
(WTO). Do you think this 
is right and what can be 
done to reverse this trend?

Well, first I should cor­
rect the impression that the 
economy is not performing. 
When you look back at the 
time of late General Abacha 
you find a situation where 
only a particular clique 
were benefiting from the 
government. Contracts con­
tinued to rotate within a par­
ticular circle and such con­
tracts were only or mostly 
dollars denominated. So, 
they end up moving the dol­
lar into the-black market and 
by extension they were in­
jecting the dollar into the 
black market. Therefore 
they make more naira and 
they plough it back through

tem that existed and that 
didn’t affect the exchange 
rate. But today a situation 
where local governments 
are awarding contracts, 
state governm ents are 
awarding, the federal gov­
ernment is also awarding 
contracts, and a lot of money 
is moving around the popu­
lace. And each one either 
wanting to go out and buy 
things and come back and 
trade or wanting to buy a 
car, you know. So, certainly 
that is going to put pressure 
on the foreign exchange 
market and that is why the 
naira has to be yielding to 
these pressures. But govern­
ment is doing something and 
that is taking an inventory 
of all the imports that keep 
coming into this country. In 
fact this ministry is going to 
do that. We intend to con­
duct a thorough study of 
imports between January 
2000 and January 2001 and 
even go beyond to see if we 
can try to capture up to 
March this year. The whole 
aim is to look at the elemen-

imports to our GDP. Take 
for example, fruit juice that 
we import. Now, if fruit 
ju ice is consuming say 
$200 million yearly and 
government does not real­
ise that but for that study, I 
think there is need for gov­
ernment to think of how it 
can assist our local entre­
preneurs to invest in that 
sector, so that we can mini­
mise the volume o f this 
import. We can do the same 
thing for biscuit; we can do 
the same for all these goods 
that are being hawked in 
the streets. I hope by the 
time we finish that and we 
are to advise government, 
we’ll pick a special group 
or list of items that we feel 
are in jurious to our 
economy. Take the textile 
sector for example, we 
should be able to come out 
with a range of items that 
we feel government may 
not necessarily have to ban. 
We can use what we call 
tariff peaks, we can use a 
quota-that is to put a cap 
or ceiling. Say for example,

maximum of $20 million 
worth of juice. Now, for the 
difference, let’s look at how 
the government can assist 
the private sector either 
through the NEXIM Bank to 
invest in this sector. Maybe 
within a year we may be able 
to set up a plant that can 
com pete with any other 
standard plant that can pro­
duce juice of the same qual­
ity in Nigeria. At least we 
have provided an alternative 
and saved ourselves having 
to look for this scarce foreign 
exchange that has to be used 
for such importation. So, that 
is what we intend to do.

For the ban which you 
mentioned, if you have rea­
sons to convince the WTO 
that we must ban, after a 
thorough analyses have been 
done, o f course, you can 
make your case. But I am not 
sure whether that will help 
you because when you ban 
and the country whose or­
ders you are banning may 
decide to retaliate by ban-

products too. So, it is al­
ways good you opt for the 
softer approach. You know, 
by using the quota, using 
tariff and other things.

What is your ministry 
doing to provide adequate 
publicity fo r  the African 
Growth and Opportunity 
A ct (AGOA), which has 
always been discussed in 
relation to trade between 
African countries and the 
United States?

I think we have done 
enough. We have even gone 
beyond publicity now be­
cause almost every body is 
aware that there is AGOA 
or the opportunity is there. 
But what we are doing now 
is to pick specific sectors of 
the economy. Like agricul­
ture, textile and apparels, 
foot wear and leather and 
other products like solid 
minerals.

And these are the ones 
we are promoting seriously. 
So far, we have taken our 
textile sector to South Af­
rica and Malaysia and the 
response we have received

aging. In fact, it is frightening. Beca 
of the $500 million target given to 
by Mr. President, it appears that e< 
that region can provide that target; 
know. We also intend to take the t 
tile and foot wears to the US, link th 
up with the large scale buyers and a 
a chance for them so that if then 
any area they want government 
come in, we’ll be willing to do tl 
The same thing with granite. That 
too, we are in the process of finalis 
the specification of the types of gi 
ite that we have in Nigeria so that t 
ers who desire to know the load b

^But governme 
taking an inve 
coming into th 
going to do th 
ough study of i 
January 2001 
can try to cap 
whole aim is ti 
tionship o f im
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capacity of the granite, should be 
le to see that through the off shore 
the company. So, far, that is what 
have been doing and I think we 
on the right path.
Sir, the local industries are in a 

rt o f  quagmire. As the situation is 
'ay we don’t  produce enough to 

en serve the local market, not to 
k o f  exporting. So, what is the fed- 
al government doing to boost lo-
I products to the point o f  exporta- 
n in order to match the large-scale 
sports we record in the country?

Well, what government is doing is 
try to make sure that the local in- 
stries are turned around to be com- 
titive. Competitive in the sense that 
ere are machines that are obsolete 
these industries. What is now in 
gue are more efficient machines, 
erefore, they will require less hu- 
an management, thus reducing the 
st of production and at the same time 
proving on what we call some of 
; incentives that are made available 
local manufacturers who target ex­
it, particularly, the export expansion 
ant which has been made 20 per- 
nt from the five percent we met at 

inception o f this administration. 
, these areas are most likely going 
help these plants to become com- 
titive. Once you are competitive, the 
ndency is there for your product to
II and once you can sell the demand 
creases, therefore, the need for you 
increase the level of your produc-

multilateral agreement?
Under the ECOWAS 

trade liberalisation scheme 
and the fre e  trade arrange­
ment which we have within 
the ECOWA S, you can only 
capture th e  data o f trade 
movement from factory to 
factory th a t  have become 
recognised by the export 
promotion council, or the in­
vestment promotion com­
mission under one scheme 
or the other. This is because 
they are allowed to move 
their goods freely from one 
country to th e  other. But for 
those who suffer from igno­
rance and a re  mostly likely 
to fall victim s o f road 
blocks, illegal custom s

materials that are imported 
are free of customs duties.

At the end of the day, 
the border there would op­
erate in such a way that ex­
cludes this excise and cus­
toms duties and goods will 
become cheaper.

So, people who come 
from say Chad into Nigeria 
through Bomo to Kano to 
buy items and take back 
would be saved the cost of 
transportation. Now, the ad­
ditional cost which they 
would have paid if  they 
bought from the open mar­
ket, would now be bought 
at the border area, which 
has a discount of over 40 
percent of the normal cost.

iWhen you create border free 
trade areas, all the goods that 
are consigned to that place are 
free of excise and the raw ma­
terials that are imported are 
free of customs duties. At the 
end of the day, the border there 
would operate in such a way 
that excludes this excise and 
customs duties and goods will 
become cheaper, d

- -  Commerce M inister
injo administration 
iptains o f industry, 
di JNR the Com­
ity the dumping o f

n becomes very clear. If that hap- 
ns, banks will be so willing to ex- 
nd credit facilities to you, because 
ey now see that you have a ready 
arket and at the end of the day, you 
ould be able to sell and pay back 
hatever you may have borrowed to 
vest in that turn around programme.

Well, there is a development in 
e Nigerian export m arket Most 
igerian products fin d  their way to 
her countries, especially in the 
’estand Central African sub-region 
a the channel. So, what is the gov- 
nm ent doing to fo rm alise  this 
ade, may be through a bilateral or

check points and so on and 
so forth we have come up 
with an idea of border free 
trade areas. The whole aim 
is to try to capture the trad­
ing that takes place between 
Nigeria and other neigh­
bouring countries at key 
routes that we know are 
very busy. A simple exam­
ple, I can give you is Banki 
in Bomo State or unofficial 
Maigatiari in Jigawa State 
or in Niger you have the 
B abana area, All these 
routes are very busy. I think 
there is one also in Kebbi 
State, government is tiying 
to see if it can have border 
free trade areas. When you 
create border free trade ar­
eas, all the goods that are 
consigned to that place are 
free of excise and the raw

doing something and that is 
o f all the imports that keep 

untry. In fact this ministry is 
We intend to conduct a thor- 
rts between January 2000 and 
even go beyond to see i f  we 
up to March this year. The 

k at the elemental sort o f rela-  

to our GDP.}

free zone and before long it 
will just perform like one. 
Fortunately the oil and gas 
zone is a government free 
zone area but it is managed 
by the private sector.

As at the time I came into 
office there were about five 
operators, but now they are 
close to 70, all because they 
have given it to the private 
sector to manage. The reason 
is simply that a private sector 
investor is more comfortable 
with a private sector manager 
than the government, where 
you go through all sorts of 
processes. O f course you 
know what happened in the 
past, when every approval 
you needed has to pass 
through somebody, every­
thing you need you have to 
see somebody. It became like, 
we were the ones doing a fa­
vour to investors and not them 
doing a favour to this coun­
try.

But now, we have 
changed the whole thing. The 
private sector is going to man­
age Calabar. I can assure you 
that by this time next year, I 
should be able to tell you the 
status of Calabar.

Since you assumed of­
fice, you engaged in market­

ing N igerian products  
abroad. What has been 
the response o f  the inter­
national com m unity to 
this effort?

Well, the first people 
who can invest in Nigeria 
are Nigerians. Because if 
you rely on a foreigner, to 
come and invest, it be­
comes difficult. Today we 
have a situation where we 
have started to see some of 
them. I am sure you saw 
one o f them  that ju st 
walked out of my office 
here. You may not meas­
ure him worth over N200, 
000 but he is worth over 
$600 million. He is here to 
invest in the Information 
Technology (IT) sector. He 
is going to set up a plant to 
manufacture computers 
and not to assemble, to set 
up a research centre that 
will be able to roll out cer­
tain components of com­
puters, which we had not 
even hoped to produce here 
in the next 10 years. So 
that is one of the dividends 
of the contracts, we have 
been making. We hope that 
by his coming and such 
others who may have 
passed through NIPC,

some through power anc 
steel ministry, solid mineral 
and agriculture, they who 
would open the corridor for 
other Nigerians to follow 
suit. O f course, Mr. Presi­
dent has approved a pro­
posal, which I submitted to 
him on what we called 
Wealthy Nigerians Initia­
tive. That one aims at 
bringing together all 
wealthy Nigerians who are 
doing very well outside this 
country to come and see 
how Mr. President can dia­
logue with them towards 
investing or making com­
mitment to invest in one 
sector of the economy or the 
other. I think that will play 
the biggest role in terms of 
the shuttle diplomacy we 
have been doing for people 
to invest in our economy.

What would you say 
are the g rea test ch a l­
lenges since you assumed 
office?

My greatest challenge is 
the slow pace at which 
things work. I think that is 
what the Head of Service 
is trying to address because 
the civil service is very 
slow.

You can now see that 
they will be encouraged to 
patronise the free border 
trade areas. That is how we 
intend to capture the move­
ment of trade between Ni­
geria and say Chad or Niger 
or Benin Republic and even 
beyond.

Now, this takes us to 
the Calabar Free Trade 
Zone. That zone is sup­
posed to have taken o f f  a 
long time ago, but it has 
not so far. What is the sta­
tus o f  the area as at now? 
In  fact, some companies 
that were granted approval 
to operate are being  
threatened with revoca­
tion.

Your last comment is 
entirely the business of the 
authorities. The difficulty 
Calabar had was that of 
marketing. You know, it 
failed to perform because 
there was no strategy in 
terms o f how to market 
Calabar. As a government 
official, I can assure you 
that you cannot m arket 
Calabar. That is why we 
went for the private sector. 
Now that the private sector 
is in place, they are just in 
the process of studying the 
place and knowing how to 
design a strategy that will 
now be able to m arket 
Calabar world wide, attract 
investors to invest in the

►
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR CHAIRMAN, 

V/ADM. MURTALA NYAKO (ltd) GCON.
T he University of Agriculture 

Abeokuta is conferring the 
Degree of Doctor of Agriculture 
(D.Agric.) (Honoris Causa) on the 
illustrious Founder of Sebore 
Farms, Mayo Belwa, retired Vice 
Admiral Murtala Alh. Hamman 
Yero Nyako, GCON, DSO, reds, 
at its Convocation Ceremony on 
July20 & 21, 2001.

W e congratulate our 
Chairman and rejoice 
with him and all toiling 

practising farmers of our great 
country including all those 
members of All Farmers Apex 
Association of Nigeria (ALFAAN) 
for whom this honour is meant.

C ome one, come all, to 
witness this great event at 

the University of Agriculture, 
Abeokuta, and to express our 
deep appreciation to the 
University authority for the 
honour done to Sebore Farms, its 
Founding father, and all 
practising Nigerian farmers and 
agro-stakeholders.

Management & Staff of Sebore Farms Ltd.
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Korean company 
wins N ib  contract
The Benue State gov­

ernment has awarded 
a N1.07 billion 

contract to a Korean 
Company for the completion 
of the abandoned Makurdi 
Sheraton Hotel.

B riefing newsmen at 
Government House at the 
end of the 16th State EXCO 
m eeting for the year, 
recently, the State 
C om m issioner for
Information and Culture, 
Hon. Terhemba Shija, 
disclosed that the contractor 
has twelve months within 
which to complete the job.

He noted that the project, 
which started in 1982 when 
completed would go a long 
way in boosting the state’s 
tourism potential, especially 
with the actualisation of the 
132 KVA electricity project 
in sight to boost industrial 
development in the state.

The state executive 
council also approved a N70 
m illion contract to 
HENANT Ventures Ltd. for 
the construction of access 
roads, landscaping, culverts 
and external electrification

From Mike Elaigwu, in M akurdi

o f the prem ises o f 
Government Day Secondary 
School, Makurdi.

It also approved a N56 
m illion co n trac t'fo r the 
renovation and furnishing of 
four guest houses in Makurdi

Gov. Akume

in readiness for the visit of 
President Obasanjo to the 
state.

A ccording to the
Commissioner, work on the 
guest houses has already 
commenced and is

proceeding satisfactorily.
Mr. Shija also stated that 

the EXCO directed 
contractors handling 
projects to be 
commissioned by President 
Obasanjo when he finally 
visits the state to ensure 
their completion by the first 
week of August.

T
I he Katsina State Gov­
ernment has approved 
overN850 million for 

the provision of electricity to 
about 17 villages and road 
networks to some villages in 
the state.

The State .Commissioner 
for Inform ation, Alhaji 
Suleiman Jibia, disclosed this 
to newsmen immediately af­
ter the state executive meet­
ing.

He said the award of the 
contracts for the electrifica­
tion was as a result of gov-

Katsina approves 
N850m for projects
From Hassan A. Karofi in Katsina

emment’s resolve to provide 
electricity to all the nooks 
and crannies of the state.

He further stressed that 
the multiplying effect of the 
electrification would be the 
enhancem ent on a mass 
level, of the socio-economic 
well-'being of the people of

the state.
The Commissioner in­

formed newsmen that the 
projects would be extended

Zamfara awards N300m  
hospital equipment contract
z —  — —

amfara State govern 
ment has awarded a 

'N300 million con­
tract for the supply of medi­
cal equipment to nine hos­
pitals, the state Commis­
sioner for Health, Alhaji 
Bature Sambo, has said.

The commissioner told 
newsmen on Monday in 
Gusau that the nine hospi­
tals were recently upgraded 
from primary healthcare 
centres.

He explained that the 
state government had estab­
lished one hospital in each 
of the 14 local government 
areas of the state “to provide 
medical services to the peo­
ple.”

newly-upgraded hospitals

Gov. Ahmed Sani 
would be equipped with nec­
essary medical and surgical

equipment to enable them 
provide com prehensive 
health services to the people.

Bature said the former 
Vesico-Virginal Fistula 
(VVF) Centre in Gusau had 
been converted to a Women 
and C hild ren’s Hospital 
where free medical services 
would be provided to pa­
tients.

He said the former office 
buildings of the state’s min­
istry of health in Gusau had 
been converted to a male 
hospital which was undergo­
ing renovation.

The male hospital is ex­
pected to commence opera­
tion in September.

Gov. Yar’Adua
to all the areas that do not 
presently enjoy electricity 
supply within the shortest 
possible time.

Some of the towns to be 
electrified are Dandume, 
Sabuwa, Tsauri, Zobe, 
Makara, Yantumaki and 11 
others.

He assured people of the 
state that the state govern­
ment has taken all necessary 
measures to ensure that cred­
ible contractors were chosen 
for the jobs

NATIONAL WATER RESOURCES INSTITUTE
MANDQ ROAD. P.M.B. 2309. KADUNA 

2001 / 2002 ADMISSION
A pplications are Invited from suitably qualified candidates for admission into Certificate. National 
Diploma. Higher National Diploma, advanced Diploma and Professional Post-Graduate Diploma
Programmes.
1.0 ONE-YEAR CERTIFICATE IN WATER RESOURCES ENGINEERING TECH N O LO GY
1.1 ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Candidates for the one year Certificate in Water Resources Engineering should have attempted “O”
Level or SSCE in the Sciences. Preference are given to staff in the Water Resources Agencies having 
years o f experience and operators or holders of Assistant Works Superintendent (AWS).
2.0 TW O  YEAR S NATIONAL DIPLOM A IN CI M L  ENGINEERING TECH N O LO G Y
2.1 ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
C andidates for the two year N ational D iplom a in Civil Engineering Technology should have GCE 
O rdinary Level or its equivalent (Teachers Grade II. NtC. W ASC. SSCE with credit passes in M ath­
em atics. Physics, a Science subject lie. Chemistry. Biology or A gricultural Science) and one other 
subject and at least a pass in English Language at not m ore than two sittings. In addition credit itp ass
in any o f  the follow ing subjects will be an advantage. W oodwork. M etalwork, autom echanics. Basic 
Electronics. Basic Electricity and Technical Drawing.
2.2 Four credit pass in relevant subjects as stated in. 2.1 above obtained at the final exam ination o f 
N B T E  recognised prelim inary N D  Program m e offered in a Polytechnic or sim ilar post-secondarv 
technical institution.
3.0 TW O Y E A R  HIGHER NATIONAL DIPLOM A IN WATER RESOURCES 
ENGINEERING TECH NOLOGY.
3.1 ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
C andidates for the two year H igher N ational D iplom a W ater R esources Engineering Technology 
should have the following:
(il The entry requirem ent for the N ational Diplom a in N o.2 above.
(ii) A t least a low er credit pass in the D iplom a in W ater Resources. Irrigation or Agricultural E ngi­
neering from  an accredited Polytechnic.
fijit A  m inim um  o f  one year Post-N ational Diplom a cognate w ork experience in the field o f  Engi­
neering.

4.0 ONE Y E A R  ADVANCE DIPLOM A IN H YDROGEOLOGY.
4.1 ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Candidates for the one year A dvance D iplom a in H ydrogeology should have HN D/B.Sc. In W ater 
R esources E ngineering Technology. Civil E ngineering Technology . Irrigation Engineering Tech­
nology. M echanical engineering Technology, geology and Geography.
5.0 18 MONTHS PROFESSIONAL POST-GRADUATE DIPLOM A IN WATER 
RESOURCES ENGINEERING TECH N O LO G Y
5.1 ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
C andidates should possess H igher N ational D iplom a or equivalent qualification in Civil. Water. 
Irrigation or Agricultural Engineering. Holders o f  HN D  in o ther Fields o f  Engineering who are 
working in the industry m ay also be considered. C andidates should have a D istinctions or U pper 
C redit w ith not less than 3 years post-qualification experience.
6.0 METHOD OF APPLICATION
Application form s are obtainable from the Institute directly or bv post on receipt o f  the following:
i) A  non-refundable application fee o f  Four H undred N aira IN400.00) for the Certificate. ND. and 
HN D  Program m es and Five H undred N aira (N500.0CQ for the Advance D iplom a in H ydrogeology 
and PPG D . payable in B ank D raft o r cash to N ational W ater resources Institute. M ando road. P.M.B. 
2309. Kaduna. (The nam e and address o f  the applicant m ust be written at the back o f  the Bank 
Draft).
ii) A  se lf addressed and stam ped envelope m easuring 25cm  x 20cm  (10" x 8").
7.0 SUBMISSION OF COM PLETED APPLICATION FORMS
A ll com pleted application form s m ust be addressed to the Director. N ational W ater R esources Insti­
tute. M ando Road. P.M.B. 2309. Kaduna. To reach him  NO T later than August 3 1 s t. 2001.
A ll com pleted application form s M U ST be signed bv the candidate’s Local G overnm ent Chairm an 
and accom panied by:
il Two (2) se lf  addressed and stam ped envelopes m easuring 9" x 4". (ii) C ertified photocopies o f  
academ ic qualifications, (in) A certificate o f  Local governm ent Indigenisation. ('iv') Two (2) recent 
passport size photographs.

DIRECTOR.
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INSIDE POLITICS
Women politicians seek equitable 
power-sharing formula
N igerian women under the 

aegis o f  the National 
Committee on Women in 

P olitics (N ACW IP) are 
canvassing for the equitable 
distribution of all elective and 
other posts in the country by the 
three political parties.

The lobby group which 
visited the national secretariat of 
the PDP, APP and AD, to hold 
negotiations with the national 
leadership of the parties, said it 
was canvassing for the 
actualisation o f 40 per cent of 
elective and other posts in the 
country be allocated to women.

They explained that, 
Nigerian women would want the 
new power-sharing formula to 
come into force during next year’s 
local council election and the 
2003 general polls.

Minister o f Women Affairs 
and Youth Development, Hajiya 
Aisha Isma’ il, who led the 
women group complained that 
for too long, Nigerian women 
have been relegated to the 
background before elections and 
during appointments into public 
offices.

We do not want to be 
clapping and singing for ypu men 
during campaigns or cook for 
you. We do not want you to

By Habiba Adamu

forget us when you get elected, 
because that is what has been 
happening. In theory and 
practice, we want the country to 
belong to all o f us. We are tired 
o f pleading with you, this time 
around I came with this 
delegation for negotiation,” she 
said.

Similarly, president o f the 
National Council for Women 
Societies (NCWS), Hajiya Zainab 
Maina, stressed the need for the 
three parties to carry one another 
along, as it is through such

collaborative interaction that 
positive ideals o f  national 
development could be achieved.

Her words “ we want the 
committee and the three parties 
to sit together and draw up a 
strategy, where we would know 
how many positions each party 
is going to reserve for women in 
both executive and decision 
making positions in the 
country.”

Receiving the committee, the 
chairman of PDP, Chief Barnabas 
Gemade, assured the women that 
the party would sponsor more 
women in elective positions in 
the forthcoming general elections 
in 2003, beginning with the local 
government elections next year.

Furthermore, the APP 
chairman, Alhaji Yusuf Ali also 
assured the delegation that his 
party is ready to wave seats for 
women and advised them to seek 
exclusively reserved seats for 
women from the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(1NEC).

“These is no discrimination 
in APP. Nobody is doubting the 
capability o f women, all we can 
do is to give you the 
encouragement. But it is up to 
you to fight for women 
participation,” he added.

On his part, the AD 
national chairman, Alhaji 
Ahmed Abdulkadir, while 
receiving the women, pledged 
the' party’s co-operation in 
assisting them to achieve their 
objectives.

AD advises Chadian 
leader on tolerance
Chadian president, Idris 

Derby has been advised to 
be more tolerant o f  

opposition so as to attract 
goodwill and foreign investment 
to his country.

National Chairman, Alliance 
for Democracy, (AD ) Alhaji 
Ahmed Abdulkadir, gave the 
advice while receiving Chadian 
Ambassador to N igeria, Mr. 
Ousman Ndjidda, in his office 
during the weekend.

D escribing Idris D erby’s 
government as “credible” , the AD 
chairman said the international 
community would not recognise 
the democratic changes taking

Hajiya Isma ’il

Obasanjo urges youths to safeguard 
democracy
P

resident Olusegun 
Obasanjo, at the weekend 
in Warri, Delta State, 

reminded Nigerian youths that 
they had a great role to play in 
safeguarding the country’s 
nascent democracy.

Represented by the Minister 
o f Works and Housing, Chief 
Tony Anenih, at a peace summit 
organised by the Niger-Delta 
Youths, Obasanjo said that for 
democracy to succeed in Nigeria, 
the youths should see themselves

Abia legislator awards loans to traders
Thirty persons, mainly 

petty traders, are to 
benefit from an interest- 

free loan scheme, instituted by 
Mrs. B lessing Azuru, the 
legislator representing Aba North 
constituency in the Abia State

Gov Kalu
House o f Assembly.

Launching the scheme last 
Week, to commemorate her 
second year anniversary in the 
House, Azuru, the only female 
member, said the loans, which

ranged from N5,000 to N20,000 
would be enjoyed by the first set 
o f beneficiaries for six months, 
to enable other applicants to 
benefit from the scheme.

She explained that the 
scheme was designed to ease the 
“burden o f survival on the poor 
in the society,” stressing that she 
was “ deeply touched by the 
hardship which many o f our 
sisters, mothers, and brothers go 
through to earn a living.”

The legislator, who also 
launched a female football club, 
“bee-bee football team,” donated 
a trophy for an annual football 
tournament in her constituency, 
to be redeemed with N20,000, 
N 15,000 and N 10,000 for the 
first, second, and third place 
winners.

She gave an account o f her 
stewardship in the past two 
years which, according to her, 
included influencing the 
construction o f some road 
projects, rehabilitation of various 
dilapidated schools, and the

provision o f transformers to 
communities in the area.

In his remarks, the House 
Speaker, C h ie f Stanley 
Ohajuruka, extolled the virtues 
o f  Azuru, who, he said, had 
contributed substantially to the 
proceedings o f the House “for 
the enactment o f  laws for the 
good governance and well-being 
o f the people o f the state.”

The highlight o f  the 
ceremony included the 
presentation o f wrappers to 25 
widows from the constituency.

as one entity, in spite o f their 
ethnic inclinations.

“A  situation where most of 
the youths see themselves as 
Yorubas, Igbos, Hausas/Fulanis, 
Urhobos, Ijaws, Itsekiris, and 
so on, w ill not take us 
anywhere,”  he noted.

The president urged the 
youths to see themselves as 
“ motivators, mobilisers, and 
vanguards o f social change.” He 
said that in changing the society, 
they should form genuine 
organisations capable o f  
pressurising the government of 
the day, in a democratic manner 
to redress any anomaly.

Obasanjo said that no nation 
aspiring to achieve greatness 
could afford to ignore the 
youths, adding that the present 
administration believed in 
empowering the youths and 
other segments o f the populace 
to move the country to a greater 
height.

He told the Niger-Delta 
Youths that government was 
sensitive to their peculiar 
problems, noting that this was 
why the NDDC was set-up to 
address the long neglect o f the 
region by past administrations.

He commended them for 
organising the summit as well 
as for denouncing violence, and

urged them to keep to their pledge, 
while government would expedite 
actions to better their lot.

In his address, the national 
leader o f the Niger-Delta Youth 
Movement (NDYM), Chief Fred 
Obe, said that in line with the 
democratic culture prevalent in 
N igeria at the moment, the 
movement decided to hold a peace 
summit to openly declare their 
preference for a peaceful 
resolution o f the Niger-Delta 
question.

“ The N D YM  resolved to 
adopt a peaceful approach now 
in appreciation o f the present 
administration’s pro-Niger-Delta 
disposition,” he said.

Obe, however, said that the 
Niger-Delta youths should not be 
seen as a bunch o f irresponsible 
armed group, because according 
to him, they are merely fighting 
for justice.

In another resolution, the 
more than 3,000 youths, drawn 
from all the nine oil-bearing states, 
called for an upward review of the 
derivation fund from 13 percent 
to 50 percent.

They also urged the 
governments o f oil-bearing states 
to adequately recognise and 
compensate oil-bearing 
communities when utilising the 
fund.

By Reuben Yunana

place in Chad i f  there is no 
meaningful opposition in that 
country.

“ Let me seize this 
opportunity to call on President 
Derby to be more tolerant and 
patient with the opposition as a 
means o f  achieving a 
dem ocratically vibrant and 
peaceful Chad Republic. There 
is need for him to embrace 
dialogue and reconciliation as a 
means o f fostering unity and 
progress in his country,” Alhaji 
Abdulkadir stated.

Stressing that the Chadian 
leadership could benefit a lot from 
the experiences o f AD as an 
opposition party Abdulkadii 
said his party’s doors are always 
open with a view to opening 
more areas o f mutually beneficial 
discussions with the ruling party 
in Chad.

Noting that Nigeria and Chad 
had a lot in common, the party 
chairman called for strongei 
commercial and industrial ties 
between the two countries, 
adding that this would improve 
the lives o f citizens.

Speaking earlier, the Chadian 
envoy solicited more 
understanding from the Nigerian 
leadership and the political class 
for Chadian democracy to thrive.

He revealed that the 
delegation o f Chadian political 
leaders is soon to visit the 
country for discussions with 
government officials and party 
leaders.

Forum appeals for more policemen in Nasarawa
______  accict nprcnnc r1ien1ar»*»H K\/ flip

T he Nasarawa South 
Senatorial forum has 
called on the Federal 

Government to draft more 
security men to Nasarawa State 
with a view to bringing to an 
end ethnic clashes in the area.

In a communique issued at 
the end o f a meeting at the 
Women Multipurpose Centre 
Lafia, the forum said this is 
necessary because “the invasion 
of various towns and villages in 
the Senatorial District have

Gov Odili adopts welfarism as ideology
At a time when Nigeria’s content individual, and except theseBasic

P 
di
political watchers are 

fieply worried about the 
lack o f ideological content in the 
nation’s current political 
dispensation, the Rivers 
Governor, Dr. Peter Odili, at the 
weekend, declared welfarism as 
his political ideology.

Speaking during an interview 
with journalists from a London 
media outfit, Daily Telegraph, at 
government house, in Port 
Harcourt, O dili said his 
administration found attraction 
in those achievements in state 
craft that had social welfare

Professing welfarist ideology, 
Odili said that his mission in 
politics was to restore hope and 
raise the living standard of the 
people.

He said he was motivated to 
vie for political office when he 
discovered, while practising as a 
medical doctor that many of 
those who came for medical 
attention would not have come 
if  basic amenities were provided.

“Basic amenities are meant 
to raise the social status, 
development inertia, and 
com petitive instinct o f  an

, and except these 
needs are provided, they would 
not realise the place they occupy 
in national development,” he 
said.

“This is why those things 
that have social welfare content 
are the ones that have given us 
the greatest joy,” the governor 
added.

He explained that it was the 
same determination that made the 
state government’s focus and 
called on public officers to 
ensure that their communities 
benefited from their societal 
elevations.

continued unabated.
The communique signed by 

the forum chairman, Alhaji 
Mohammed Ari Gwaska, 
Secretary, Abdullahi Ladan and 
the convenor o f the meeting, 
Senator E.O. Elayo, said in 
increase in the number o f 
security men in the area would 
put an end into the sporadic and 
co-ordinated attacks on villages 
in the area.

W hile welcom ing the 
constitution of a commission of 
inquiry to look into the causes

o f the crisis, the forum appealed 
to members to be fair and just in 
their investigations.

The communique also called 
on government to implement the 
recommendations o f  the 
commission without fear or 
favour so as to prevent future 
occurrence.

It also called on government 
and philanthropic organisations to

assist persons displaced by the 
communal strife, thousands of 
whom are now taking refuge in 
schools and other government 
buildings in the state.

Calling on indigenes o f the 
area to embrace peace, the forum 
also stressed the need for 
government to identify genuine 
leaders among the warring parties 
with a view to establishing a 
forum for dialogue.

Gov Adamu

PDP sweeps by-election in Enugu
T he Peoples Democratic 

Party (PDP) won 10 o f the 
11 wards contested for in 

the by-election that took place in 
Enugu at the weekend.

According to Mr. W illy 
Nnamani, chairman o f the state 
Independent Electoral
Commission (SIEC), the Alliance 
for Democracy (AD) won one 
ward while the All people’s party 
(APP) boycotted the by-election.

The APP had attempted to 
get an injunction stopping the by- 
election but did not succeed.

The 10 wards won by the 
PDP include Ogbaku and Mgbidi/ 
Maku wards in Awgu Local 
Government Area, Ogui New

Layout ward 18 in Enugu North 
Local Government Area, 
Mgbagbu-Owa II in Ezeagu and 
Ekwegbe ward II in Igbo-Etiti 
Local Government Area, 
Akpugo ward III in Nkanu West, 
Ebe and Udi/Agbudu wards in 
Udi and Idi-Ogbozalla in Nsukka 
Local Government Area, while 
the APP won the Eha-Ndiagu 
ward in Nsukka.

The state electoral 
commission chairman expressed 
satisfaction at the peaceful 
conduct o f  the election and 
commended the electoral officers 
and the affected wards for their 
co-operation.
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GAZA

Palestinian merchants hawking their wares to an increasingly 
cash-strapped population are turning to the imagery o f war 
fare to rope in purchasers.

“ Bombardment o f discounts!” blares a banner drawn by 
shopowner Rami Abu Kweik to attract customers in the Gaza Strip, 
where the economy has been battered by nearly 10 months o f vio­
lence and an Israeli military blockade.

The banner’s graphics depict a missile smashing into a wall la­
belled “prices.” Nearly a dozen shops and businesses in Gaza city 
have adopted similar tactics, advertising as 'urgent news! price 
reductions and special offers.

The language of fighting has seeped into the everyday vocabu­
lary o f Palestinians and Israelis through more than 50 years o f con­
flict and three decades of Israeli occupation in the West Bank and 
Gaza.

But the trend has taken-off with a Palestinian revolt which 
erupted in late September after peace talks stalled.

“The banner reflects the bad economic situation which has forced 
us to slash prices by half,” clothing store owner Abu Kweik told 
Reuters.

One woman customer said the fierce advertising slogan “is a 
real bombardment, but a lovely one,’" as she opted to take the two- 
for-one deal.

Palestinian friends quarrelling are now likely to mend ties by 
calling for a “ceasefire,” a broad reference to a U.S.-brokered truce 
between the sides which has failed to take hold since it was agreed 
in mid-June.

If a comrade is asked about his health, he will likely respond 
“Boom!” to say all is fine. But if  his hair is unruly, he may be told 
that his head “went out to demonstrate,” in reference to Palestinian 
stone-throwing protests against Israeli troops.

T O R O N T O

Two Greenpeace activists scaled the world’s tallest building 
on Monday and unfurled a banner to protest the lack o f ac­
tion by Canada and the United States on the environment.

The activists, after a five-hour climb using cables on the outside 
o f the CN Tower, dropped a banner that read “Canada and Bush -  
climate killers.”

The activists were to remain at the top for sometime, some 1,100 
feet (346 meters) from the base o f Toronto’s landmark structure.

Greenpeace blames the United States and Canada for blocking 
the agreement on the Kyoto protocol on climate change that Canada 
signed in 1997. “Canada is obstructing an international agreement 
on the Kyoto agreement,” Greenpeace Canada spokesman Jo Dufey 
told Reuters. “Canada has also failed to reduce its own greenhouse 
emissions.”

Canada says there is no chancc o f reaching a comprehensive 
deal at talks in Bonn this week on salvaging the Kyoto climate change 
protocol, which the United States abandoned in March.

The disagreements over how to implement the cuts called for by 
the 1997 Kyoto protocol wrecked the last round of talks in the Hague 
in November 2000 and there has been no significant progress since 
then.

The European Union wants to press ahead and ratify Kyoto with­
out the United States but Canada says there is no point in doing so 
without the United States.

Police said the two climbers face charges o f mischief and tres­
passing.

IR A Q

Iraqi archaeologists have discovered an ancient temple and two 
winged lions dating back nearly 3,000 years in the ancient 
Assyrian city o f Nimrud in northern Iraq, archaeologists said.
Cuneiform writing on the two lions indicated they date back to 

the reign of the Assyrian King Ashumasirpal II, who ruled the 
Assyrian Empire during the 9th century B.C. The writing also indi­
cated that the building was the temple o f Ishtar, ancient Iraqi god­
dess o f love and war.

“ Iraqi excavators have discovered in the site between the Ziggurat 
of Nimrud and Ashumasirpal II’s Paiace a building with two winged 
bulls or lions at its entrance gate,” Khalil Ibrahim, head of Iraq’s 
Antiquities Department, told Reuters.

The upper parts o f the two winged lions have been damaged, 
but still stand proudly at the building’s entrance.

“The nearly 3,000-year-old huge sculptures stand at an entrance 
gate o f a building that opens onto a big hall and an inner gate that 
leads to a big open courtyard,” the head of the Nimrud excavation 
team Muzahim al-Zawba’ i said.

He said the courtyard floor was covered by bricks, some of which 
had texts in cuneiform mentioning Ashumasirpal II.

Nimrud, one o f the four great cities o f Assyria, is 37 km (23 
miles) to the southeast o f Mosul on the east bank of the Tigris. It 
was from here that Ashumasirpal II (883-859 B.C.), and his son 
Shalmaneser III (858-824 B.C.), who constructed the ziggurat and a 
neighbouring temple, ruled a great empire.

A drunken German who took a friend's boat in Denmark fell 
asleep at the helm and ended up in Norway, Norwegian po­
lice said on Monday.

They found the boat adrift o ff Norway’ s southern coast with a 
German in his 20s fast asleep at the rudder. The boat had crossed the 
Skagerrak Sea.

“ He told us he had been intoxicated, really drunk in fact, and 
had taken his friend’s boat and put to sea,” Bjoem Hansen, chief of 
policc in Kristiansand, told Reuters.

Hansen said police could not charge the man with being drunk 
in charge o f a boat as he was sober by the time he was found.

His friend did not intend to press charges against him for steal­
ing the boat.

The sleepy sailor took the ferry back to Denmark, while his 
friend will have to travel to Norway ̂ o fijcJi, ĥ s Ijga^

‘Julie’, the entertaining monkey
_   . „     V - J  festival time, he added, w

Numerous forms of enter­
tainment exist all over 
the world, and entertain­

ing animals belong to this cat­
egory o f activity. It is normal to 
find wandering artists who go 
about with animals whom they 
have taught some entertaining 
tricks and who perform for a fee 
or a gift.

Salisu Abba is a wondering 
performer who goes about with 
‘Julie,” his pet monkey. Daily 
Trust encountered Salisu and 
Julie at Madalla last weekend as 
they were retiring to Nyanya 
where Salisu has his residence. 
He mentioned that he has been 
involved in entertaining with 
monkeys for some 16 years now. 
Monkeys, he mentioned, could 
be taught to demonstrate many 
types o f gamds and dances, and 
they could yield a lot of money 
to any good handler. He added 
that he has been going about 
with Julie for some three and a 
half years now, and he has had a 
great time making his rounds and 
generating the necessary re­
sources to support his family 
which includes his monkey.

Mallam Salisu also said that 
during festivals such as the 
Sallah, he finds ample space and 
opportunity to demonstrate

By Tadaferua Ujorha

Julie’s talent and qualities. Also 
during weekends and at public 
functions, he makes use o f the 
opportunity to perform. He said 
that he has taught Julie how to 
greet a royal or a noble man, and

she can do the ‘gaisuwa’ very 
well, she can dance like a Fulani 
and flip over quite well, he 
added. During a single perfor­
mance he could make up 
N50.00, but in a single day, he 
makes a minimum of N500.00 
but this increases significantly at

festival time, he added.
The tradition of entertaining 

with monkeys seems to run in 
the Abba family. Salisu men­
tioned that he acquired the inter­
est in training monkey for per­
formance purposes from his fa­
ther, who seems to be pre-emi­
nent in the activity.

Salisu Abba and ‘Ju lie’, the performing monkey.

How do I
Form er C hief Secu­

rity O fficer (CSO) 
to la te  H ead o f  

S ta te , G en e ra l Sani 
A b a ch a , M ajo r A l- 
M ustapha, could be very 
humane after all with high 
and low moments in life.

In those few halcyon 
days, this man held great 
powers within and without 
the precincts o f  the presi­
dential villa and the m ili­

tary circles where he be­
longed.

However, things seem 
to have changed now and 
all the pow er and priv i­
leges associa ted  w ith it 
have been pushed past him 
to someone else and he is 
now thinking o f when this 
miasm a will end or how is 
he going to wriggle out o f 
this at Oputa Panel.

out?

How time changes
ome few months ago, 
former Chief of Army 
Staff (COAS), retired 

Lieutenant-General Ishaya 
Rizi Bamaiyi, would never 
have dreamt being in this 
situation today-escorted by a 
mobile police corporal let 
alone inspectors of prisons.

However, the former 
COAS, facing charges and

B y  U w e m  U m o

accusations for various al­
leged human rights violations 
(both in court and at the 
Oputa Panel), has not lost his 
sartorial military gait as he 
can be seen marching briskly 
with eyes blazing to the 
Oputa Panel from Kuje Pris­
ons.

Al-Mustapha.

The weirder, the better

lie HIS Lt.-Gen. Ishaya Bamaiyi being escorted by armed escorts
M fjaUc&gedju&M sjjjBeills, — — . . .  -

Last weekend, the Delta 
State Students’ Union 
(DELSU) Kaduna 

State Polytechnic, Gaskiya- 
Zaria chapter, had a ‘rag day’ 
which was in support of the 
forthcoming cultural day of 
the union.

“Rag day’ refers to a spe­
cial and colourful moment 
when persons, who are usu­
ally students dress up rather 
strangely, as a means of gen­
erating resources. Therefore, 
they rub paint or powder 
upon their bodies, and wear 
scarves or place funny marks 

l tiickfacGi/so- that they

look slightly grotesque and 
strange.

Gladys, who is studying 
accounting at the institution, 
explained to Daily Trust the 
significance of dressing in 
rags, ‘by the time people see 
you, they would have pity on 
you and would wish to con­
tribute to what you are do­
ing.’ Richard Adahor and 
Dunkwu Linda also partici 
pated in the ‘rag day’ and 
added that the effort is in sup 
port of the forthcoming Delta 
cultural day, which will fea­
ture the launcing of an alma 
nac and numerous cultural 

* daae6fee£*D»ita>Stttto'r — -»
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Policemen abandon duty post as robbers 
take over their “toll point”
A t  1   = -  1

:
rmed anti-crime police 
men took to their heels 
oday, as dare devil rob­

bers took over the police “toll 
point” around the National The­
atre in Iganmu, robbing motor­
ists, the News Agency o f Nige­
ria (NAN) reports.

The five policemen armed 
with assault rifles ran into their 
patrol Peugeot 603 patrol car and 
sped o ff as soon as the robbers 
alighted from the 18-seater com­
muter bus they came in.

A police outrider who was 
also within the vicinity sped off. 
Apart from policemen, other 
commuters and pedestrians also 
took to their heels, throwing the 
neighbourhood into confusion as 
panic-stricken passers-by 
thronged the nearby premises o f 
the News Agency o f Nigeria to 
watch the robbers ply their trade.

The robbers later snatched a 
Toyota Corolla car after shoot­
ing the driver of a Nissan car and 
robbing the three women occu­
pants.

NAN learnt that the robbers 
also removed their trinkets, in­
cluding gold necklaces and 
bangles.

Motorists and passengers 
who came out of hiding after the 
incident condemned the attitude

displayed by the police. A  bus 
driver, Mr. Muraina Aberoje, 
told NAN “these police people 
are a disappointment.”

“Why should they run away 
from young robbers who had 
pistols whereas they were carry­
ing rifles?” he asked.

The Commissioner o f Po­
lice, Mr. Mike Okiro, told NAN 
that he had not been briefed and 
promised to look into the case.

He said that he would beef 
up security at the National The­
atre area.

UNICAL staff commits suicide
A non-academic staff o f drummer with the University 

:
non-academic staff of 

the University o f Cala- 
>ar identified as Ukpe 

Umoh, 45, was on Thursday 
found hanging in one o f the re­
hearsing rooms at the Depart­
ment of Theatre Arts on the cam­
pus.

The deceased, who was a

Woman jailed for life for 
killing Nigerian lover

A twenty-year old mother, 
Janine Steele was jailed 
for life on Thursday for 

stabbing her Nigerian lover, 
Kingsley Okezie, to death last 
August.

Victor Temple, prosecuting, 
told the Southwark Crown Court 
in South London that Janine, of 
W ood Green, repeatedly 
plunged a large kitchen knife 
into Okezie’s chest after they had 
a row.

He said that as her victim 
staggered from his flat, she fled 
Into the night, leaving her own 
trail o f  blood.

When O kezie, 34, was 
rushed to hospital, he said Janine 
returned to the premises in

Tottenham, smashed her way in 
with a brick, gathered some 
clothes and fled again, but later 
gave herself up to the police.

Temple told the court that 
Janine had been under the influ­
ence o f a “cocktail o f drugs” at 
the time o f the incident.

In Her defence, Janine, who 
was several weeks pregnant by 
another lover, claimed that she 
acted in self-defence.

She said that she had 
grabbed the knife from Okezie 
and lashed out at his after he 
raped her at knife-point.

The prosecution, however, 
dismissed her claims, and the 
jury which looked into the case 
returned guilty verdict.

Cost-cutting husband creates 
desert oasis for wife in England
A man got so fed up with 

his wife asking him to 
take her on a desert holi­

day that he built her an oasis in 
their garden in a rural town in 
England, reports said today.

Mark Gamer said his wife 
Claire wants to visit her sister 
and brother-in-law’s home in the 
Gulf state o f Bahrain, but they 
cannot afford the trip.

Instead he recreated the 
desert for her at the back of their 
home in the Norfolk town o f 
Saham Toney with 20 tons o f 
sand and a large pool.

The 39-year-old, who runs a 
business that prepares ground for 
builders, surrounded the pool 
with palms and yuccas, and even 
made a parasol from reeds.

Gamer was quoted as say­
ing: “ It might sound like a lot of 
effort -  but it’ s all worthwhile if 
it stops Claire going on about 
Bahrain.

“ It’s much cheaper to build 
an oasis here instead of flying
5,000 miles to see one.”

And now Claire’s sister Julie 
and her husband Mike are visit­
ing them in eastern England.

Performing Company in the the­
atre Arts Department, did not 
leave any suicide note.

The remains o f the deceased 
have since been removed by men 
of the Nigeria Police Force who 
are now investigating the mat­
ter.

The News Agency o f Nige­
ria (NAN) learnt that the de­
ceased, who hailed from Ikot 
Ekpene in Akwa Ibom, had put 
in more than 15 years in the ser­
vice o f the university.

Some of his colleagues, who 
spoke on condition of anonym­
ity, said that he had earlier com­
plained o f suffering from hernia 
and did not have money to treat 
himself.

Others said that he had com­
plained o f non-promotion since 
he joined the services of the uni­
versity as a drummer.

Confirming the incident, the 
university’s information officer 
Joe Ekpang told NAN that the 
university was yet to receive any 
medical or security report on the 
incident.

Refuting allegations that 
members o f  NASU, who had 
earlier called o ff  their two- 
month-old strike, were not paid 
their salaries, Ekpang said that 
the university was only owing 
June salary.

Ekpang, who claimed that he 
did not know when late Umoh 
joined the services o f the univer­
sity, said he had information that 
the deceased lived at Itu bridge­
head, almost 50 kms away from 
Calabar.

According to the university 
spokesman, the deceased could 
have had financial problem oc­
casioned by the long distance he 
covered everyday to and from 
his place o f work.

The deceased left behind a 
wife and children.

Indian poll candidate urinates into
ballot box in protest

the  B a h u ja n  S a m a j  P a r tyA can d ida te  fo r  a  lo ­

c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  

e le c t io n  in  th e  

S o u th e r n  In d ia n  S ta te  o f  

A n d h r a  P r a d e s h  u r in a te d  

in to  a  b a llo t  b o x  to  protest 

h is  vote  b e in g  cast b y  so m e ­

o n e  e lse , rep orts sa id  F r i­

day.

T h e  c an d id a te  fo r  area  

c o u n c il p o l ls  b e lo n g in g  to

( B S P )  w a s  to ld  o n  T h u rsd a y  

that h is  v o te  h a d  a lre a d y  

been  cast w h e n  he  reached  

th e  p o l l i n g  s t a t io n  in  

K i l ig a d a  v illa g e ,  the U n ite d  

N e w s  o f  In d ia  reported.

T h e  in fu ria ted  candidate  

lifted the ba llo t b o x  fro m  the 

booth  and  urinated into it a f­

ter t a k in g  it to a  com e r, p o ­

lice officials said.
A p o lice  spokesm an 

said the candidate was not 
prevented by the polling 
staff as they were afraid of 
him and no policeman had 
been posted in the remote 
village.

Polling was suspended 
in the booth following the 
incident and a re-poll is 
likely to be held.

LadiGS' LinA
By K.H. Abdul Bida. j

ffiu iy K jy u jy iM H M

Plague on the streets
7ha kwana Hajiya, I turned and saw a woman with two babies, one on her back and the 

other she held close to her chest.

Sannun Ku, I answered and continued moving on, my mind already weighty with some 
pressing problems. Hajiya please give the twins something to eat, the woman followed speaking 
in Hausa. Startled! I didn’t know she had followed up to that point since I was hurrying 
somewhere and I parked some distances away due to the congestion of cars at where I visited.

Please, give in the name of God, she continued in their usual pattern. Now I looked at this 
woman closely, she was a bit robust-looking and the kids looks the same. The only sign of 
hardship was on their appearances that is their clothings and the babies have tiredness written 
boldly on their sweet faces.

My first reaction was that of anger, then pain, the next reaction was to show her away. On 
looking at the little ones I mellowed down and talked to their mother.

Why are you doing this, why are you subjecting these beautiful kids to such hardships? 
She looked down and said nothing. Don’t you have a house to live in? I asked. She said she 
has. Then I told her what the Quran says about begging and how awfully the prophet con­
demns it. There are thousand and one things she could do to survive. God that created never 
puts us to hardship and if he permits it, it is only a phase in our lives or a test to see how much 
one has and how we can make the best out of that hardship and get closer to him.

I told her about the danger she is capable of attracting to her little ones without mincing 
words. I visualized a serious scene so that it would have some impact on her. After which I 
had to give her something for the kids, though reluctantly but I felt the kids might need at 
least some water to drink.

This is one of the plagues in our society. An illness we must cure. Some liquid in our 
system that we should purge away so that our society can be a better place for us all.

Most of us contributes to this without knowing it. By giving to people who can help 
themselves, you are only encouraging them. I agree we can’t change the world but we can 
make an impact on it.

The other day some boys came begging. This boys are strong and can do odd jobs to 
survive. I scolded them and told them how they blacken the image of Islam and left. Josephine, 
a friend, looked at me quizzically and asked why I was mad. I told her it’s wrong and she was 
amazed. That she thought our religion says we must give out alms. I answered her honestly 
that there is no religion worth its salt that would encourage laziness. The religion says we 
should give out alms to only people that needs it like the handicaps, the old people or there 
are so many ways fashioned out to give alms. Even a smile is charity. The handicaps you can 
help them discover their talents in so many ways, because there are some handicaps who 
could still earn their own money.

What Josephine said is the general view about Islam, that it encourages laziness and many 
more negative views like violence. But this views are mere propaganda against the religion 
and are wrong.

There should be adequate awareness about what the religion says about these issues, 
especially begging. And we shoujld try and tell them why its wrong. The religion says that if 
you see a wrong change it with your mind, if not with your mind or better still with your 
hands. That of the mind is the weakest point of faith.

Mostly these people are inflicted with laziness and some ignorance. It’s left for us all as 
Muslims and Christians to fight this plague, to make them aware of why it’s wrong to do that. 
If we all chip in one or two words to them each day. It would really go a long way. And some 
because of in-built pride would give up the act.

There was this elderly woman that begs around Abuja most times in Wuse market. She 
has a grown up daughter that is well-to-do who does all any responsible child would do for a 
parent. She even buys her the highest grade of wrapper (Super Wax, Hollandais) but the 
woman would still go out to beg. She has some childhood friends back from the village who 
were contracted to come to Abuja to beg.

These friends of hers tells her rosy tales of the begging business venture now they settle 
their sponsors each day etc. For the fian of it she refused to give up the venture of begging. 
The daughter called on all their relations to talk to her but it all fell on deaf ears. The daughter 
threatened and called her. That she would wash her hands off her all to no avail. She gave up 
finally and told her point blank that for causing her pains and embarrassment she has left the 
mother in the hands of God. And God in his infinite mercy sees all.

Elderly women who had been used to house chores feel bored and restless as they grow 
older and close relations take-over these chores from them. So they are left with little to do. In 
those days these women are sought for by their relations to take care of the house. Some 
devote their remaining life to fervent prayers and worship or go back to school. These days 
the women are being introduced by some selfish persons into this evil trade. These men and 
women go to villages to see them out and even give them accommodation in the big towrs, 
and tell them the amount the men and women would settle them. I feel this is outrageous au I 
very wrong.

There are so many things one can do in retirement or in old age. E.g. taking care of 
pregnant mothers and their babies. Years back, elderly women sought for odd jobs in the 
nature of chores and the like. While the young mothers go to school or work or attend to other 
businesses. These days you don’t seem to get these women anymore for obvious re; j'ons.

Instead of seeking for housegirls, all these women can earn a living by keeping Jhem at 
home or better still device a much better way for them. Their expertise in home-keeping can 
be well channelled into productivity. These are issues the first lady and her cohorts, the 
Minister for Women Affairs and similar bodies should address. Instead of celebrating their 
assumption of office. Ever since the beginning of this regime it has been one elaborate cel­
ebration or launching galore. The issues that affect us daily are being ignored.

We can live and lets live by helping ourselves in creating a better place for us, our chil­
dren and descendants. We should not wait on the government to do things for us. Self-help is 
the only answer to our problems. A kind smile coupled with one word of advice and encour­
agement would. You never know what impact you would make in one life.

If you can change one life in your whole life time, you’ve done a great deal of a job. Don’t 
give money, give words. Give only to people that really needs it. Lets hold hands and make 
Nigerian save place.
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NIGERIAN PORTS AUTHORITY
INVITATION TO TEMPER

The Nigerian Ports Authority invites reputable firms to bid for the production and supply of the underlisted items.

1. 2002 CALENDARS
2. , 2002 DIARIES

DESCRIPTION OF ITEMS

1. CAUE N P A R S:
(a) Visualisation and design.

(b) Printing 7 and 13 pages full colour calendars printed on 135 gsm art paper (snow white) spiral bound at top with 
85 x 400mm stripboard to hold at the back and wrapped in packets of 25 for delivery.

THEME: Repositioning for operational efficiency.

QUANTITY: 5,000,10,000,15,000,20,000,25,000,30,000.

SIZE: 60 cm & 40 cm.

FILM:

2.

Final films will be provided.

DIARIES:
Desk and pocket diaries produced in leather and containing extra pages of information on Nigerian Ports Authority. Some 
quantity will be personalised.

QUANTITY: 5,000,10,000,15,000,20,000

3. QUALIFICATION:

Prospective bidders should present the following:

(a) Certificate of Incorporation with minimum share capital of N1,000,000.00.
(b) Evidence of Tax Clearance for the past three years.
(c) Evidence of VAT payment for 3 years.
(d) Certificate of Registration with Nigerian Ports Authority as a Contractor.
(e) Evidence of previous performances.
(f) Design and visuals of the proposed items.
(g) A  non-refundable deposit of N100,000.00 (One Hundred Thousand Naira only) made payable to Nigerian Ports Authority in 

Bank Draft.
(h) Bidders would need to take Port officials to the press to be used, for inspection and assessment.

4. HOW TO BID
*

All bidders should enclose the following:
(a) Samples of items mentioned in Paragraphs 1 and 2 above.
(b) A  letter from the bidders bank confirming bidders capability to handle the bid.
(c) Bids could be in arts or for all the items listed.

5. SUBM ISSIO N  OF BIDS
Bids should be submitted in waxed-sealed envelopes marked ‘Calendars & Diaries’ on the top left hand corner, addressed 
and hand delivered or (despatched by post or courier) to:

AGM Corporate Affairs 
Nigerian Ports Authority 
26/28 Marina, Lagos.

To reach him not later than 4.30 p.m. on Tuesday, 31 st July, 2001.

6. Any bid which does not fully comply with the provisions of this advertisement will be disqualified.

7. It should be noted that Nigerian Ports Authority is not bound to accept the lowest, or any tender. .»

8. .The authority is not obliged to make any pre-payment.

MANAGEMENT 
NIGERIAN PORTS AUTHORITY
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Man convicted of attempt to steal N1.2 m
a  "  s a i l m m

middle-age-man, 
Jude Anyamelechi 
has been sentenced 

to five years, imprisonment 
with an option of N 10,000 
fine by an Abuja Upper Area 
Court for attempting to,steal 
N1..2 million belonging to 
one Mr. Daniel Dibal.

Prosecuting police 
officer, Mr. Sani Yakubu, 
told the court that
Anyamalechi was arrested 
on June 1, this year for 
conspiring with two others. 
V ictor Thomas and
Emmanuel Okoli now at 
large to break into Dibal’s 
iffice at Wuse Zone 6, where 

they stole his United Bank 
for Africa cheque book.

According to the 
prosecutor, Anyamelechi 
presented him self to the 
Bank as a M anager of 
Stanbic C onstruction 
Company, owned by Dibal.

in an atten nt to cash one 
cheque for N 2 million.

The pro- 
the convi 
signature o 
the witbdri 
amount b 
caught.

He
Anyamele

that
the

>ibal to eft

^aid
hi had

intention of^withdrawing 
the money and converting 
same for his own use 
without the consent of the

A
l \

Anyamalechi pleaded 
guilty to the four-count 
charge of conspiracy, house 
breaking, theft and forgery, 
contrary to the provisions of 
the penal code.

The presiding judge, 
Malam Aliyu Abdulrahman 
said in his ruling that he had 
no option but to convict him 
since he has pleaded guilty 
to the charges.

n Okada operator, 
L ateef Aluko- 
Olokun whom the 

police say has no fixed 
address was alleged to have 
broken into a shop, carting 
away property estimated at 
over N2 million, has been 
dragged before a C hief 
Magistrate Court in Lagos.

Also charged along with 
the 22 year-old Okada rider is 
19 year-old Abdullahi 
Ahmed, a truck pusher.

The duo were alleged ,to 
have conspired with others 
now at large on June 11,2001, 
to commit felony, to wit 
burglary and stealing.

Prosecuting Police 
Sergeant, Nicholas Atumonye 
told the court that the accuscd

Okada rider 
accused of N2m theft

persons unlawfully broke 
into the shop o f one 
Emmanuel Okpala at No. 51 / 
54, K ingsway Building, 
Marina, Lagos with intent to 
commit felony.

Specifically, the accuscd 
were alleged to have carted 
away 73 shirts valued 
N306,300.00, 13 suites 
valued N505,000 and 92 ties 
valued N276,000.00

Other items stolen 
include 46 pairs of ladies 
shoes valued N207,000, 32 
belts valued N 51,200. 18 
bottles of perfumes valued

Man, 34, charged 
with impersonation
A 34-year-old man, 

Christopher Okeh, 
has appeared before 

a Chief Magistrate court in 
Lagos where he was charged 
with impersonating a police 
officer.

Daily Trust gathered that 
the fake police officer was 
apprehended at the Alagbon 
Close, Ikoyi Police force 
C.I.D., while attempting to 
collect May salary.

According to charge No. 
A /134/2001 preferred 
against the accused person, 
it was alleged that on or 
about June 8, 2001 at the 
“D” Department, Force CID 
Annex, A lagbon Close, 
Ikoyi, Lagos, within the 
Lagos magisterial dsistrict, 
the accused impersonated a 
police officer.

ft was also alleged that 
the accused made a false 
bio-data, which document 
he knew to be false with 
intent that it may in any way 
be used or acted upon as 
genuine.

The prosecution asked 
the court to remand the 
accused person, adding that

FromAdelann a Bamgboye, in Lagos

investigations was still going 
on and that the accused will 
be charged for other offences 
including forgery.

However, the trial 
magistrate. Ayo Odugbesan, 
turned down the application.

In her decision, the 
accused was granted bail in 
the sum of N 150.000 with 
one surety, having pleaded 
not guilty to the charge.

In a chat with the accused 
person immediately after the 
proceedings, he said, “I have 
never seen a serving police 
officer who has been charged 
to court w ithout being 
dismissed.

The accused claimed that 
he has served the Nigeria 
Police Force gallantly as he 
was a member of the team 
that arrested Anini, the 
notorious armed robber.

He claimed further that 
he was serving at his post in 
Owerri, Imo State before he 
was transferred to Alagbon 
Annex anti-robbery squad, 
Adeniji Adele and now back 
at Benin.

P r o s t i t u t e s  u n i t e  in  
P o rt  H a r c o u r t
p

rostitutes in Port 
Harcourt, Rivers 
State, have

em barked on a new 
initiative to keep their trade 
in reckoning, with the 
inauguration of the Rivers 
State chapter o f the 
Association of Nigerian 
Prostitutes (ANP).

“Gone are the days 
when sex workers are 
looked upon as infidels, 
layabouts and people of no 
consequence,” a
spokesperson for the sex 
workers, Miss. Elizabeth 
Onyedinm a said at the

occasion.
She argued that 

prostitution is a legitimate 
trade that has been providing 
livelihood for thousands of 
people in the country, saying 
that it was wrong for people 
to see those engaged in the 
trade as criminals.

“It is wrong for people to 
regard us as miscreants. This 
should not be the case 
because we have not broken 
any law" Onyedinma said, 
receiving applause from her 
colleagues.

She said that prostitution 
has come a long way as a

trade that has been given due 
recognition in some Western 
countries, and urged 
N igerians to follow the 
example.

Asked by a reporter what 
informed the decision to 
inaugurate the association, 
the spokesperson said; “I 
want to let you know that we 
have decided to come 
together to correct some 
wrong impressions about 
prostitutes and prostitution.”

Tw o caught for 
raiding Church

T wo o f the eight 
armed robbers who 
raided the premises 

o f St. Paul’s A nglican 
Church, Asata, Enugu last 
weekend have been nabbed 
by the police, the News 
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) 
reports.

According to one of the 
victims, the robbers had 
attacked occupants of the 
church prem ises at 
midnight removing their 
electronic equipment and

Something Amusing? Chairman Human Rights Violations and Investigation Commission (HRVIC), Justice 
C. Oputa (Rtd), right and Rev. Fr. Matthew H. Kukah find something amusing at the sitting o f the

other household appliances.
The robbers, the victim 

said, later moved to the 
residence of the Reverend and 
Cannon in charge o f the 
Church and ordered him to 
open the door to his house.

When the Reverend 
gentlem an refused, they 
siphoned fuel from the car 
parked in front of the house 
and sprinkled fuel round the 
building, threatening to set 
the house ablaze if he did not 
oblige them entry.

One of the robbers, in a 
bid to prevent the pastor from 
calling the police, attempted 
to cut the telephone line but 
only succeeded in cutting a 
NEPA cable.

The pastor eventually 
called the police who arrived 
the scene immediately but 
were greeted with a barrage 
o f  gun shots from the 
hoodlums who had moved 
into the church building.

After an exchange of 
gunfire, the robbers escaped 
but two of them with bullet 
wounds were later picked up 
by the police.

When contacted, a senior 
police officer at the Ogui 
Police Station said that they 
were on the trail of the six 
other suspects still at large.

Gov. O dili

Onyedinm a said that 
prostitutes like other citizens 
o f N igeria have been 
contributing to the growth of 
the country, and assured that 
ANP members will work 
relentlessly  to engender 
development.

She said that members of 
the association will be 
com pelled to undergo 
screening to determine their 
HIV/AIDS status, noting 
that the measure will assist 
in combating the dreaded 
disease.

The ANP member 
advised her colleagues not to 
engage in acts that will 
tarnish the image o f the 
association, urging them to 
go about their business 
without fear of molestation.

The inauguration of the 
association, which attracted 
scores of pretty women, was 
conducted by the 
chairperson o f the Abuja 
branch of the ANP, Madam 
Rebecca Olabokun.

In recent years, oil-rich 
Rivers State has become a 
haven for prostitutes who 
openly solicit patronage 
along the streets in strategic 
areas of Port Harcourt.

N 8 1,000 and 27 pairs of 
kiddies trousers valued 
N67,000.

The rest are 12 pens 
valued N82,506, two wrist 
watches valued N20,000, 
N 100,000 cash and one safe 
valued N75.000. The police 
put the total value at 
N2,636,400.

The accused persons 
pleaded not guilty.

Trial magistrate, W.A.O. 
Meiyigbope while ruling on 
bail application for the 
accused persons, ordered that 
bail be granted in the sum of 
N50.000 each with two 
sureties.

According to him, one of 
the sureties must be a senior 
civil servant not below level 
12 while the other surety 
must be a blood relation to 
the accused and must liye 
around the place where the 
offence was committed.

Three face robber> 
trial in Lagos

T h ree  su sp ec te d  
armed robbers who 
w ere a rres ted  by 

members o f  the dreaded 
Odua People’s Congress 
(OPC) have been taken to 
court in Lagos.

T he su sp e c ts  w ere  
n ab b ed  by th e  O PC 
m em b ers  w h ile
attem pting to sell som e 
loot.

A c co rd in g  to the 
p ro se c u tin g  p o lice  
s e rg ean t, N ic h o la s  
A tu n m o y e , the  th ree  
ac cu sed  p e rso n s  and  
others now on the run, on 
April 21, 2001 at about 
2200 hours along Adeniji 
A d e le  by  Ib rah im  
Babangida (IBB) Bridge 
co n sp ire d  to  co m m it 
felony.

It w as a lle g e d  th a t 
O yedokun O yelayo, 25 
F em i A w o rin d e , 30 
B asiru  S ode , 21, and  
others now at large on the 
same date, time and place 
in  the  a fo rem en tio n ed  
magisterial district while 
a rm ed  w ith  o ffen s iv e  
w eap o n s ro b b ed  one 
Z ac h aeu s  T aiw o o f  
N200,000 cash and some 
g o lf  eq u ip m en t v a lu ed  
N 8 0 0 ,0 0 0  a lto g e th e r  
valued N 1 million.

D aily Trust gathered 
th a t the su sp ec ts  w ere  
ca u g h t as th ey  w ere  
negotiating to sell the golf 
equipment.

The offences for which 
th ey  are  ch a rg ed  is 
p u n ish a b le  w ith  life  
im p riso n m e n t u n d e r 
section one o f  the Robbery 
and  F irea rm s  (sp e c ia l 
provisions) Act 389 vol. 
22 laws o f  the Federation 
o f  Nigeria, 1990.

W hen the charge was 
read  to  the  accu sed  
p e rso n s  in  Y oruba 
lan g u ag e , no  p lea  w as 
taken from them.
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Engineer recommends transport 
dept for FCT
A full-fledged 

departm ent of 
transport has been 

recommended for the FCT as 
a measure to address the 
transportation problem in the 
Territory.

According to C.N. 
Chigboh, a transport 
engineer with the FCDA in 
his report on the appraisal of 
transportation within the 
FCT made available to Daily 
Trust yesterday, the 
establishment of a transport 
department is necessary, as 
it would address the 
enormous problem of traffic 
congestion in Abuja and the 
chaos experienced in the 
past.

“Our experience in the 
past has been that transport 
engineering is not accorded 
a prom inent position in 
effective decision-making of

S to r ie s b y  A u s t in e  O d o

what transportation is in 
Abuja. Therefore, the need 
to accord transport planning 
the importance it deserves 
cannot be over­
emphasised,” he said.

Engr. Chigboh pointed 
out that this could be done 
by restructuring the current 
institutional framework of 
all agencies for transport 
development in Abuja.

According to him, there 
is presently^ number of ill- 
equipped and uncoordinated 
units like the Abuja Urban 
Mass Transit Company, the 
VIO and the transportation 
unit o f the FCDA 
Engineering Department.

“As it is in other cities of 
the world and Lagos, there 
is need to have all these units 
under one form idable

department whose basic role 
will be primarily regulatory 
and or co-ordination with the 
highways, motor vehicle 
adm inistration, urban 
transportation and mass 
transit administration,” he 
said.

He observed that to date, 
decisions about land use and 
transportation in Abuja are 
taken by officials without 
guidance of comprehensive 
plans or community goals,

which results in a high social 
cost, including high costs of 
bad environment, accidents, 
and large outlays for 
transportation and other 
services.

He called for timely and 
effective transport planning, 
adding that relief from ills 
ascribed to ineffective 
transportation would not 
come overnight, and the time 
required to develop 
alternative schemes would 
seem distressingly long.

Engr. Abba-Gana, 
FCT Minister.

Borisade speaks on varsity 
autonomy report

T he Minister of 
Education, Professor 
A.B. Borisade has 

described the report of the 
committee on university 
autonomy and related matters 
as historic and an attempt to 
discontinue with the present 
distortion, ambiguity and 
disorderliness in the 
administration of universities 
in the country. He has also said 
that with this development, the 
universities will be managed in 
strict compliance with clearly 
defined laws to ensure 
improvement in the standard of 
education.

Professor Borisade, who 
spoke recently in Abuja when 
he received the report of the 
committee on University 
Autonomy and Related Matters 
headed by Professor David 
Ijalaye, noted that the work of 
the committee is crucial to the 
successful conclusion of the 
reforms currently going on in 
the education sector. He 
promised to study the report 
closely, involve all 
stakeholders in its analysis and 
ensure that a bill on it is sent to 
the National Assembly and

later to the President for his 
accent.

Earlier in his address, the 
Chairman of the committee, 
Professor David Ijalaye, 
expressed the hope that the 
findings, observations and 
recommendations would be 
useful to the Federal 
Government and assist it in 
finding- a lasting and 
meaningful solution to the 
many problems of the nation’s 
universities as they relate to 
autonomy.

Professor Ijalaye also 
disclosed that all the members 
of the committee, except Dr. 
Dipo Fashina, Chairman of 
ASUU and Professor Attahiru 
M. Jega, worked tirelessly to 
ensure the successful 
completion of its assignment.

The committee’s report is 
in three volumes. The Minister 
inaugurated it on the 13th of 
March, 2001.

Dutse praises Reynolds for development

T he Dutse Alhaji 
community in Bwari 
Area Council in the 

Federal Capital Territory has 
expressed appreciation over 
efforts by Reynolds 
Construction Company for 
grading major roads in the 
area.

Speaking on behalf of 
the community in Dutse 
recently, the councillor 
representing Dutse Alhaji 
Ward, Hon. Clare Dajo, said 
the company had graded 
four m ajor roads and 
brought re lie f to the 
community that suffered 
serious hardship as a result 
of the bad condition of the 
roads.

The C ouncillor, who 
estim ated that the roads 
would have cost the Bwari 
Area Council about N 1.5m, 
said the graded roads had 
given the area a new look. 
She expressed the gratitude 
of the entire people of Dutse 
A lhaji, including their 
community leaders, to the 
RCC for contributing 
positively  to the 
development of the area and 
thereby im proving the 
standard o f living of the 
people.

The councillor implored 
other construction
com panies operating at 
Mpape (a quarry site within 
Dutse A lhaji ward) to

\firtrf£s&)'r\4.H. Boristufer,‘C { 
Education fafbtiihefi 8

Abuja schools get literary 
competition

A literary competition 
among prim ary 
schools in the FCT 

has been introduced.
The competition, which 

was in itiated  by the 
Association o f N igerian 
Authors (ANA), took-off at 
the St Aloysius Primary 
School, Area 3, Garki, 
Abuja, last week. The 
com petition is in five 
categories of drama, poetry, 
mu^ic, fine arts and story­
telling.

A ccording to the
chairm an o f the Abuja 
Branch of the Association of 
N igerian Authors, Mrs. 
Gjadys  ̂  ̂ R ussel1^  ̂,t_he_

com petition would
challenge the pupils to dare 
to dream and make their 
future great.

She noted that the pupils 
had the right to hold a dream 
about tomorrow, adding that 
it was the only way life could 
be w orthw hile, through 
careful planning and 
aspirations. She said the 
competition would be an 
annual event.

The Headmistress, St. 
Aloysius Primary School, 
Sister C harity Nwoko, 
praised the authors for 
seeing the need for literacy 
stimulation in pupils in the

.schppk . .  -----  ,

emulate the good gesture of 
the RCC. She expressed 
delight that the company 
acted promptly upon her 
request for assistance and 
had recorded tremendous 
respect for the community 
within just two months of 
coming into the area.

Hon. Clare embarked on

the visit to the company with 
some community leaders 
from the area, including the 
C hief o f Dutse Pe, the 
Madaki of Koro, Madaki of 
Dutse Pe, Hon Abubakar 
Dutse, and Mr. Barau 
Adayilo.

FCT to get civic, 
cultural centre

B y  V ic to r  A k o b u n d u

The Federal Government is to construct a civic cultural 
centre in Abuja, Culture and Tourism Minister, Ms. 
Bromillow-Jack, has said.

The minister indicated this during a familiarisation visit 
to the National Arts and Culture in Abuja last week. She 
said the proposed cultural research centre such as the Durbar 
Centre in Kaduna, Textile Gallery in Oshogbo and the Boat 
Regatta in Uyo will be used to attract international funding 
and tourism.

The minister reminded the management and staff of the 
centre not to relent in their efforts at promoting Nigeria’s 
rich cultural heritage, saying the Federal Government is 
working out ways to protect the nation’s cultural heritage. 
Ms. Bromillow-Jack solicited the Ministry’s support for the 
council’s programme scheduled for the Independence Day 
celebration.

In his remark, the Executive Director, National Arts and 
Culture, Mr. Emma Arinze, said the sectional gallery at 
Kaduna, Enugu, Oshogbo, and Uyo have been upgraded to 
the status of National Research Centres to attract international 
funding and tourism.

Chancellor named for 
Abuja varsity B y  H a b ib a  A d a m u

P resident Olusegun 
Obasanjo has

approved the
appointment of the Sultan of 
Sokoto, Alhaji Mohammadu 
Maccido, as the Chancellor of 
the University of Abuja.

A letter from the office of 
the Education Minister, 
Professor A. B. Borisade 
conveyed the presidential 
approval to the university’s 
management. It says the 
appointment is for a period of 
four years in the first instance.

Meanwhile, lectures are 
expected to start at the 
university on Monday, July 23 
after its resumption for the 
second semester on Friday, 
July 13. Daily Trust learnt 
that the first semester 
examinations for distance 
jgjtfnifts. apdt apatisuaig;

students will start July 30 
through September 1, 2001, 
while semester contact 
sessions will start on 
September 14 and 15, 2001.

A lh a ji M oham m adu M accido, 
.  SultunJtf£olu>tQ s  a  a  x.

inister of Federal 
Capital Territory 
(FCT), Engr. 

Muhammad Abba-Gana has 
advised N igerian civil 
servants to shun frequent 
strike and embrace dialogue 
with the dem ocratic 
adm inistration in their 
agitation for better 
conditions of service.

The Minister gave the 
advice last Friday when the 
Executive O fficers of 
N igerian Civil Service 
Union (NCSU) led by their 
National President, Comrade 
Fidelis Chukwu Ede visited 
him in his office in Abuja.

Engr. Abba-Gana said 
civil servants have a vital 
role to play in nurturing and 
consolidating democracy 
through “patriotic
understanding and support.

His words: “Anytime 
civil servants go on strike in 
a developing nation like 
ours, the whole country 
almost closes down”.

The FCT M inister 
described civil service as a 
very important segment of 
the work force, which exists 
for public good and provides 
the essential continuity in 
governance.

Engr. Abba-Gana told 
the NCSU Executive 
Officers that the present 
administration of President 
Olusegun Obasanjo has the 
welfare of workers at heart.

He pointed out that it was 
such consideration, which 
informed the directive by the 
President that more houses 
would be built for workers 
in Abuja and elsewhere.

In Abuja alone, Engr. 
Abba-Gana reiterated that 
construction of over 6,000 
houses for workers has been 
embarked upon.

Earlier in his speech, the 
President o f NCSU,
Comrade Fidelis Chukwu 
Ede, praised the Minister 
over the honest and mature 
manner in which he has been 
administering the FCT and 
his cordial relationship with 
workers since his
appointment in February this 
year.

Comrade Ede described 
Engr. Abba-Gana as a great 
friend of Nigerian workers 
recalling how he joined 
workers in their May Day 
rally this year.

He also praised the FCT 
M inister for giving audience 
to the National President of 
Nigeria Labour congress 
(NLC), Comrade Adams 
Oshiomhole and addressing 
the workers rally in March 
this year during their anti­
deregulation protests.

Comrade Ede appealed 
to Engr. Abba-Gana to assist 
the Union towards securing 
a plot of land for the building 
of its National Secretariat in 
AbajtU.
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letes from  44  loca l govern ­

m ents are partic ipating in  

the event.

T h e  5 *  K a n o  S ta te  

S p ^ F e ? tiv a l washelfUif 
years a go  in  1983., M t,

Scotland on Sunday.

Die-hard soccer fan offers
Chukwu bride for free

A die-hard South Afri 
can soccer lover, 
David Lomola, has. 

offered Nigerian footballer, 
Raphael Chukwu, any one of 
his two daughters as his wife 
for free, in a desperate move 
to stop the Sundowns’ top 
scorer from leaving for Eu­
rope.

The fanatical Sundowns 
supporter made the unusual 
offer after reports that the Ni­
gerian striker was leaving his 
South African club side to join 
Italian club, Bari.

“He can have either of my 
daughters w ithout paying 
iobola’ (bride prize) as long 
as he stays with us (the club),” 
said an unperturbed Lamola, 
while referring to his daugh­
ters, 24-year-old Lerato and 
Raisibe (22).

The Southern Africa 
correspondent of the News 
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) 
quotes the 53-year-old re­
tired police sergeant as say­
ing that he was making the 
offer to Chukwu to induce 
him to stay with the Pretoria 
team.

Lerato, a police con­
stable at a local police sta­
tion, surprisingly, agreed 
with her father’s overture.

“If my father is happy 
with that, so am I,” said 
Lerato, adding that much 
against popular belief that 
girls were closer to their 
mothers, she got along well 
with her father.

“I am also a Sun dow n s  

fan,” she added.
H e r  y o u n g e r  s is t e r

Raisibe, who has just com­
pleted a Public Administra­
tion^ diploma programme at 
Technikon Northern 
Gauteng, could only manage 
a wry smile at the overture.

A pleasantly surprised 
Chukwu said that he was pre­
pared to catch a glimpse of 
the ladies before making his 
decision.

“I must first see the ladies 
before I can make a final de­
cision as to who my future 
wife will be,” Chukwu said, 
adding: “I’m also thrilled by 
the prospect of not having to 
pay a cent to marry her.”

Chukwu, who has been a 
professional footballer in 
South Africa since 1997, said 
that the idea of taking a local 
girl back to Nigeria would not 
be a bad one after all.

Mini sports 
fiesta kicks 
off in Kano

From Jamilah Nuhu Musa,
_______ in Kano_______

T
he m u c h  a w a ite d  

K a n o  State Sports  

Festival has k icked  

o f f  in  K ano.

D e c la r in g  the 16th K a n o  

State Sports Festival open  

at the S a n i  A b a c h a  S ta -

dium, Governor Rabiu
M u sa  K w an k w aso , sa id  the 

historic fiesta underscores 

rtve im p o rta n c e  o f  sp o rts  

developm ent in  the state.

H e  explained the co m ­

m itm ent o f  this adm in istra­

tio n  in  the p ro m o tio n  o f  

sporting activities as m an i­

fested in  the e levation  o f  

K a n o  P illars football club to 

the elite d iv is io n  and  the 

participation o f  K a n o  P yra­

m id s handball team at the 

continental ch am p ion sh ip  

in B e n in  Repub lic.

G o v e rn o r  K w a n k w a so  

p ledged  h is gove rnm ent’s 

support in p ro v id in g  an en­

a b l in g  environment in 
terms of*facilities and other 

lo g istic s  necessary for the 

success o f  the festival.

H e  urged the athletes to 

exhibit a  h igh  degree o f  d is­

c ip line  and com pete under 

the a tm o sp h e re  o f  g o o d  

sportsm ansh ip  sa y in g  “be 

hum ble in  v ictory  and g a l­

lant in  defeat.”

R e m in d in g  the o ffic ia ls  

\Yval K a n o  SXaXe i s  a  \an d  o f  

peace and stability, he im ­

p lored them to be free and  

fair in  their o ffic ia ting  and  

judgem ent.

A c c o rd in g  to h im  it is 

o n ly  b y  so  d o in g  that the 

v e ry  be st w o u ld  em erge  

from  the tournament. A th -

The National Insurance Commission
In collaboration w ith 

The Insurance Industry
and Support from

A ssociation o f Local G overnm ents o f  Nigeria ( A L C O N S)

Present (he
/ I th
U  N IG E R IA N  
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ITF satellite 
circuit: Jegede, 

Gwinyai out
From  Babs O yetoro,

Lago

causaliti

lgena 's  Sunday 
Jegede was 
among the first 

ities” in the ongo­
ing International Tennis 
Federation men’s satellite 
circuit taking place at the 
lawn tennis court of the Na­
tional Stadium, Surulere, 
Lagos.

Jegede lost to the su­
perior firepower of Syrov 
Ivan via two stright set 6-2, 
64.

Schelovakia’s Branisa 
Igor also took M alian 
Samassa Tamba to the 
cleaners via a two straight 
sets 6-4, 6-2 to advance to 
the second round.

Number seven seed, Du 
Condray Jean-Mercel from 
Mauritius made mince meat 
of his opponent, Tongoons 
Gwinyai from Zimbabwe. 
Jean-Marcel beat Gwinyai 
6-0, 6-4 to advance to the 
second round.

However, there are 32 
players for the main draw 
for merit singles while 16 
were drawn for m en’s 
singles w hile 16 were 
drawn for men’s doubles as 
both events got underway 
on Monday.

Meanwhile, the first 
match, which was billed for 
10.OOa.m on Monday would 
not start due to slight rain­
fall that disrupted proceed­
ings. The match eventually 
kicked off in the afternoon.

5sed

Ocheaga, Nigerian 
footballer, dies in 

Indian league match
“■ igerian soccer 

player, Charles 
Ocheaga, col 

and died during a 
league match in India.

Ocheaga was making 
jhis debut for Bombay- 
jbased Bengal Mumbai 
Football Club against In­
come Tax Club in the 
Harwood football league.

But the 25-year-old col- 
I lapsed in the 42nd minute 
of the game in an off-the 
Iball incident.

The Press Trust of In 
idia news agency reports 
that his teammates tried to 
revive him but he collapsed 
again when he tried to 
stand up.

Ocheaga was carried 
away on a stretcher ar^d 
rushed to a nearby hospi­
tal, where he was declared 
Idead.

The chief medical of­
ficer on duty, Dr Rehan 
Kazi, said the Nigerian 
player died due to cardiac 
! arrest.

“He was already dead 
[when he was brought 
[here,” Dr Kazi said.

“He did not respond to 
ny treatment.' j

, ' f

space is 
for sale

Olympiakos 
move in for Kanus

*SWi

uper Eagles and Ar 
senal o f  England 

1 striker, Nwankwo 
Kanu could be on his way 
to Greek cham pions, 
Olympiakos.

The Nigerian interna­
tional looks like being 
marginalised at Highbury 
next season following the 
arrival of Francis Jeffers and 
Giovanni van Bronckhorst.

As a result, Arsenal 
manager, Arsene Wenger 
may be prepared to let him 
leave.

According to the BBC 
Online report, the Gunners 
need to balance the books 
after spending a combined 
£18m on Jeffers and Van 
Bronckhorst as well as 
bringing in Sol Campbell 
and goalkeeper Richard 
Wright.

On their part, 
O lym piakos, who once 
harboured Eagles top 
striker, Rashidi Yekini in the 
mid-90’s, need a new for­
ward to spearhead their 
Champions’ League cam­
paign.

The stumbling block 
could be K anu’s fee. 
Wenger is unlikely to let 
him leave for less than 
£ 10m which could scare off 
potential purchasers.

Kanu is a crowd 
favourite but had a troubled 
time with Arsenal last sea­
son, having made it clear he 
is not prepared to sit on the 
bench for much longer.

A bitter club versus 
country feud also erupted 
when Arsenal said the

By Ism aila  U m aru L ere, 
w ith  agen cy  rep orts  

player should give priority 
to his club, while the Nige­
rian FA insisted they should 
have first call on his ser­
vices.

Kanu’s situation will 
certainly not improve now 
that there is even fiercer

co m p e titio n  for 
places.

Arsenal also 
have Thierry Henry, 
Sylvain Wiltord and 
Dennis Bergkamp 
all pushing for first- 
team places when 
the season starts 
next month.

Kanu...Olympiakos target.

Spanish Sergio Garcia chips out o f  the bunker at the 14th 
hole on the second day o f  play at Loch Lomond G olf 
Championshp in Scotland at the weekend.

Onyali, Ajunwa, Udo Obong 
arrive for Mobil Championship

Some of the foreign-based athletes are already in town sweat 
ing it out in preparations for the biggest athletics meet on 
the land-Mobil Track and Field slated for this weekend at 

the National Stadium, Surulere.
The former African Champions, Mary Onyali trained on Mon­

day morning at the venue of the two-day championship.
The reigning African fastest female runner, Mercy Nku arrived 

last Sunday night.
Also, Atlanta gold medallist, Chioma Ajunwa arrived from her 

London base on Sunday night bubbling and rearing to go.
Sydney Olympic silver medallist, Enefiok Udo-Obong is also 

in town getting ready for the championship.
Trustsports also gathered that some of the foreign-based ath­

letes are already in town training privately.
If was leamt that some of these athletes reported officially and 

are still putting finishing touches to their strategies.
These is a strong indication from Athletes Federation of Nige­

ria secretariat that there may be a full house starting from Wednes­
day when most of the athletes would have arrived.

Gloria Alozie’s closest pal, Uduak Ekah has also indicated he 
will arrive Nigeria on Monday night and quarter miler, Falilat 
Ogunkoya is due in Nigeria the same day with Ekah.

Other foreign-based athletes who are already in town but not 
invited are: Tunde Sulaiman from USA, Gabriel Okon from USA 
and Kudirat Aigbe from Spain.

Honduras Saul Martinas is tackled by Bolivia’s Marcelo Carballlo 
durng their Copa America match in Medellin on Monday.

Brazil’s Guilerme (9) watches as his shot goes past Peru’s Pedro Garcia (16) and goalie Oscar Ibanes 
to score a goal in their second match o f the Copa America in Cali on Sunday.
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