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A lot of our customers have been 
with us since our humble beginning

This is because at First Bank we 
understand the needs of our 
customers better and respond with 
despatch and professionalism.

nationwide
You can depend on First Bank with 
its massive asset and resource base

Spreading prosperity
Since 1894 First Bank has been 
committed to spreading prosperity 
nationwide.

Moreover, First Bank has more 
branches than any other bank in 
Nigeria, and it is also associated with 
Standard Chartered Bank, a major 
British Banking Group, with repre­
sentation in over 50 countries 
worldwide.
Let us back you up with all our might
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s the Liberian situation continues 
to degenerate, more and more 
of the gory details are flowing out 
with the arrival of refugees 
The story we have for you this 
week has all the makings of a 
best seller fiction novel. A theatre 
of war where wine, women and 
druqs flow freely; where the 
major characters openly indulge 

in tne rape of young women for entertainment; where 
people are invited to a party and the host turns 
around to eliminate his guests one by one It all sounds 
so bizarre and unreal.

Even, more bizarre is a close-up on the dramatis 
persona Prince Yormte Johnson

Last week there was this story on how he killed the 
boss of a five-star hotel to woo his subordinate - a 
young beauty queen

The woman involved, a former Miss Africa, iden­
tifies herself as Annie Brodericks. Earlier reports had 
called her 'Julie.* She’s a woman who has crossed 
paths with all the major characters involved in the 
Liberian conflict - Doe, Taylor, Johnson and even 
Amos Sawyerr

Annie is a journalist who has worked on Liberian 
Radio, edited a newspaper, gone to Law School, 
functioned as Public Relations Officer tor one of Doe's 
Ministers and lately became the Administrative Man­
ager of African Hotel - the only functioning interna­
tional hotel in Liberia. Annie is an interesting charac­
ter. She's been around enough and seen things up 
close, close enough to make Doe and Johnson fear 
her

Annie arrived here last week after smuggling her­
self into the Nigerian Naval Boat. River Uli. Her story 
told to TSM Editor is as revealing as it is confusing.

Edltor-in-Chlet/Chlet Executive: 
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Editor-
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Soard of Directors
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will remain 
the unpredictable

Timothy Eregbe 
P.O. Box 2657 
Warr I.

Enoch Annafa 
General Hospital, 
Michika, Gongola

gives us the < 
say more al 
get a response

Sarml Ukaang 
66 Old Market 
Onltsha.

n the pr
TSM Vol
front page c 

Saturday 23rd Se 
erroneously referr

Samuel Philip I 
Messrs Rickey 
P.O. Box 393, 
Yola.

ireview advertisement of 
1 2. No 20 carried on the 

of The Guardian of 
September. 1990. you 
irred to the retired Air 

Force boss as AVM — Air Vice Mar­
shall Alfa retired not as an Air Vice 
Marshall but as an Air Marshall

. saying 
pilot the c 
incoming < 
’discussing 
added. 
decision•• 
without discussing I 
forces' Now. what

he deployment of Nigerian sol­
diers to serve on the ECOMOG 
peace force is undoubtedly 

>1 the regime s on-going restruc- 
l in the armed forces While sev- 
lucky ones were only retired. 
5 are set to the war front 
X)MOG has no business in 

spite of Doe s death, peace 
i elusive in Liberia, unless 

Prince Yormie 
Johnson and Charles Taylor are eradi­
cated from that luckless country.

amuel Doe is a subject we all 
need to study. We should 
learn about how he came 

into this world via Liberia, what moti­
vated him to bulldoze his way into the 
Monrovia Executive Mansion in 1980. 
why he had to kill so many of his own 
men to rule Liberia, why he dug 
graves of countless Liberians and 
pushed them in

Doe was sued to the High Court of 
nature and he was sentenced to 
death by butchering We would have 
erred had we planned his death long 
ago as proposed by Ely Obasi (Ticker 
Tapes Vol 2. No 20. September 30. 
1990) That Doe was allowed to tool 
himself for so long painful though it 
was. says something about nemesis

here is really nothing wrong in 
changing some governors, 
ministers and other top func­

tionaries of the military government 
(Vol 2. No 17. September 9.1990). Ex­
cept that the changes turn out to be 
like the proverbial ‘Old wine in new 
bottle *

our story on the plight of Eno 
Efok (TSM Vol 2 No-3. June 
3. 1990) was read with inde- 

concern 1 would want you to find 
if Eno or any of her slsters/brothers 

would agree to live with my family, to 
help alleviate their problems a bit We 
are interested in their well being if the 
Almighty gives us the grace to help 
We shall say more about ourselves 
when we

our ’Confessions of a Retired 
General* featunng retired Air 
Marshal Ibrahim Alfa made 

very interesting reading However. 
Alfa goofed due to his over-militarized 
political reasoning Of what use. if we 
may ask, is an election if elected civi­
lians must, every morning, table each 
of their governmental decisions for 
approval at the military barracks be­
fore Implementation? Is the army 
above the ballot box in Africa? Or was 
Alfa unwittingly confirming the suspi­
cion that the Third Republic won't last 
a day? Alfa has raised more thorny 
questions in the minds of Nigerians 
by saying that those who are going to 

'* * “ o affairs of the country in the 
'7 civilian republic have to be 
ing ..with the military." He even 
’you don't make a red-carpet 

v.OVu>»on just because you are elected, 
without discussing it with those in the 
forces" Now. what does that mean’

If Ibrahim Alfa is indeed an apostle 
of Diarchy, as he remotely suggested, 
then he needs to have more private 
hours with Dr. Nnamdi Azlklwe
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What should the minimum wage be?

Wale Adebayo 
Technician
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Evelyn Godwin 
Ticketing Clerk

Jan. ‘John-Thomas’ which is better 
» .astincls and whose quest for privacy 
a second zone of security, underpants, 

is placed over it. was extracted and spread out in the sun for 
the world (men and women alike) to see So TSM, why always 
begin with ‘John-Thomas’’’ A note of warning is apt here 
Playing with ‘powerhouse* is the same as toying with human­
ity. So, for any serious discourse, on a Sunday 
morning for that matter, leave John-Thomas’ out of it

fo the more serious question of cruelty. ‘Why have we been

My opinion is that N500 
basic should bo tho national 
minimum wage, taking tho 
school certificate holdor as 
our avorago Nlgorian worker. 
Even thon that figure cannot 
guarantee much roliof espe­
cially In a country that has no 
health insurance, no good 
transportation system and 
where inflationary trends 
make a mockery of tho 
worker’s pay packet in tho 
market

reproductive 
vnters turned 

ins into operational scapels 
--------i*pow- 

nental 
/eyou Castration became a 
if discourse — and come to 
it. some even advocated it I 
that something terrible was 

_ 3 happen No
3 Ely Obasi. driving on the wheels of his Ticker 
30th September 1990) The late General (not 
mt) Samuel Doe was the subject And curiously 
i. dug his hands into the mans pants and pulled 

-owerhouse’ (some people humanise 
i-Thomas*) for what looked like a liter-

graduate appllcc 
I and I cannot zoo how I v 
I manage with anything 
I than N500 basic solar 
I month Tho cost of living 
I become so high 
I soeker has to bo 
I what kind of appo 
I takos up so that hi 
I up boing a pauper all ovor 
I again Allowances will also 
havo to be put at N500 

I minimum so that tho worker 
can at least afford two square 
meals a day.

basic tako-home pay of 
an avorago workor should not 
bo loss than N300 a month. 
Another N300 will bo noedod 
as allowances to tako caro of 
transport and other social 
problems. But tho minimum 
wage review should bo done 
in such a way as not to further 
fuel inflation. If It is shouted 
from tho rooftop, tho good in- 

-----  tontion of making tho lives of 
not to unleash another round WOrkors a little ’ 
of inflation.

so cruel to Samuel Doe?’ Or. starting fro 
tai question of Who is Samuel Doe? Is 
spanner, who wanted to be an electrician but was suddenly 
shot into the seat of power? Methinks not Ol course everyone 
wanted to be one thing or the other, at one time or another 
Shagari wanted to be senator, late took him to the Presidency 
Obasanjo (Not My Will) was content at cowing under the huge 
shadow of a mightier boss until Dimka materialized on the 
scene Corazon Aquino was all that a housewife could be 
until Benigno slumped at Manila Airport Perhaps 11 Ticker 
Tapes had not changed his mind, he probably would be 
solving endless calculus in some obscure lab at one comer 
of this country The point is that wanting to be one thing and 
changing ones mind. Io become another, does not necessar­
ily dwarf one’s performance in one’s chosen area

So, once again, who is Samuel Doe? Imagine what would 
havebeen the difference in Liberia if world leaders had dissociated 
themselves early enough.! from the late Liberian ruler’s mis­
rule Consider what Zaire would have been like if successive 
occupants of the While House had thought that Zaireans de­
served the kind of liberty Americans enjoy at home

Think of Africa and its burden of military rulers. Hardly any 
coup occurs on this continent without some support from either 
America. Britain or USSR Yet. none of these countries would 
accept an inkling of military dictatorship Have you forgotten 
Patrice Lumumba. Salvador Allende and the blessed Thomas 
Sankara?

The truth is that the real Samuel Doe is not the little Krahn 
man who became head of state The real Samuel Doe is that 
invisible hand of mischief that tosses up misfits and imposes 
and sustains them over their unwilling but helpless country­
men Yormie Johnson, if you have seen him on the screen, 
promises to be-such a misfit, and you know who is sponsoring 
him

Therefore, assassination as a solution will be of no effect if 
your target is the poor Krahnman Assassination as a solution 
will be useful if your target is that invisible hand that makes 
and twists the Samuel Does of this world Iraq has chosen such 
a target, even if the wrong way

upon a time. TSM delved into the 
red sections of male

jans Some ol her waters turned 
r per
reduced the revered male *;

erhouse* into some expenmt 
what have - • ■ 
subject of 
think of it 
thought t 
going to

Then came Ely Obasi. driving or 
Tapes. (TSM 30th September 1990 
Master Sergeant) Samuel Doe was 
Ely went down, dug his ha 
out the man’s lifeless ‘poi 
It with names like ‘John-Tl 
ary autopsy

Here the sacrilege begc 
known for its nocturnal insl 
is hardly satisfied until <

N250 basic salary should bo The 
enough as minimum wage ro- 
gardloss of tho qualification ol 
a worker. But thon tho crucial 
point would bo tho allowances 
which should bo generous 
onough to enable workers 
meet tho challenges of living 
today. Really, no amount can 
tako care of the needs of the 
avorago Nigerian workor but 
N250 will be reasonable so as
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...jel Doe 
tragedy 
oanion 

u/en his 
low

night, 
debate 
see it Ar 
how she i. 
war in wl

/ remembers
of one o! the

visited the'
y His name'

L p his week, history 
the elimination o 
best njinds that 

written word in this country 
was Dele Giwa

Out on the streets people who cried 
so loud appear not bothered anymore 
whether the police will ever solve the, 
riddle ot that murder But has the 
people s curiosity been defeated9

We shook hands a final time, the ex­
beauty queen and I I looked at those 
loveiy lingers and that war-worn 
face again

And strong memories came sweep­
ing back

nme is an i 
I |l I She s a great gi 
LJ u of those Liberie

back from slavery 
Africa s oldest nati 
enslave the folks wh 
they came

Their American swagger heia 
over the land until that 1r 
ing when the devil called Samue 
happened The historical tra 
called Doe has been our cornpc 
in this column many times Eve 
ghost is an unpleasant shade

Annie Brodericks still sings the 
Amenco-Libenan song that D 
an illiterate, that he surrounded nim-

sending the country on downspin io 
wards an abyss ,

Annie is right But jAinnle1.^1_h)(Z> 
wrong There is a kind of 
ousness which oppression bree 
the oppressed And when this seir 
rtghteousness gets picked up by 
with a messiah delusion, it doe 9 
quite dangerous Doe knew he 
an illiterate Else he would not have 
bothered with the mockery of schooi- 
ing he was doing even while at me 
Executive Mansion

Bui Doe knew that his illiteracy ana 
the ignorance of his people was no 
excuse for the deprivation that his ms-

A pretty 
at midnight 
...and memories of the dea(f 

he did the catwalk
■ down the staircase of 

the dingy downtown 
hotel And stretched out 
lovely, tapered fingers 
for a handshake.

Her fingers were those of a beauty 
queen, but about her-face I wasn't so 
sure Okay, her eyes still swam in the 
sockets, her head was still held in that 
legal way international models do 
But her lace, something had hap­
pened to it Something called war

She asked me up to her room, or 
rather to the room of her friend and 
fellow refugee, a guy called Moham­
med As we wound our way up the 
bleak stairway and damp rugs it got 
to her

‘This is not the best;
said.‘but this is war'It______ , ..
the place to be, for a girl who 
known style lor a lady who 
known opulence

Of course there was no war this 
starry midnight in Lagos Mainland 
But Annie Brodericks, journalist, hotel 
administrator, ex-beauty queen, had 
come from a land bathed with the 
bright-red blood ot warring brothers 
She had fled Monrovia when the mad­
ness got more than she could take, 
when a prize was put on her head 
But that war had followed her here

There was no more the whizz of 
flying bullets The war was now this 
relative squalor, and a future of tortur­
ing uncertainty

1 could understand why her face 
was no longer that of Bianca Onoh 
Blanca would definitely have looked 
worse if she went through what Annie 
had these past few weeks

1 hate to imagine that in that boiling 
madness called Liberia a pretty girl 
like this had been taken repeatedly 
to the case of that explosive, ruthless rus­
tic called’Vormie Johnson And she 
had been compelled to stay nights 
there Annie Insists it didn't happen 
And I believe her. at least for the sake 
of my sanity

We talked for long that night, she 
and I and Mohammed, and later. 
TSM's Pius Ekpei, whose sleep we had 
to disrupt for a photo session

We tried to understand better what

had happened to this brol.h®(rhp2sd We 
ter. as well as millions ol ptti’rs^ 
probed to see a little clear 
new directions the madness 
red And whether there w~' 
chance that sanity could

And of course, we t
‘ 7 Johnson had as «

you read the interview that sne » r 
thats not at all what happ

But there was an area we laiiea 
interview, especially one done ai n „ 

cannot become a serm°1H 
’e So at the end she couia
Annie Broderi' 

(and her pec 
vhich she now -

i 3 lory hac* been As a matter of tact, he 
xrly in whal was sure ,hat hls safety lay only in the 

'was5 2°^ ?h(“‘only X"® 

■>uid return was ,be ’f5’0’ defeat of all those whose 
ined to unravel literacy had held him down So the 

> alleged, more they reminded him of his illiter- 
?uld look acy the more he sought to hide his shame 

" hetoSed woSld p™Xpndeh'n9S 

A™?® Jr^er‘cks kept reminding 
me that Tolbert, the guy Doe mur- 
4®^?4q ih 9e! ln,° Mansion, had 

"aTenaeXon o- “"n'bXT

created the predecessors had done You may say ;cr people) cr he came a ll(tle tOQ 1Qte
- -ow sutlers Annie spoke so conv) about

how it-was Tolbert who gingered up 
a people who had became so lac­
kadaisical

I think she s right, but I think she read 
the signals wrong you see many a 
time when a people are hurt, they re­
sist lor a while and they subside Then, 
everyone thinks they have been de­
feated Sometimes they even think so

But deep in their subconscious, the 
hurt, the pain, the anger, percolate 
That quiet is the festering of the sore, 
it is the suppuration of the gangenne

Then one day a tiny pm pricks the 
festering boll Then Samuel Doe hap­
pens
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iged his mind. Be- 
e felt like telling us 

t we could pass 
What he knew.

Sy Mackson Onyejekwe
Comfort Obi

irst. the man heaved a 
sigh Then, he shook his 
head. Looked at us 
and bellowed.’So, vou 
want to revive Dele 
Giwa'’ Didn't anybody 

teach you anything about letting 
sleeping dogs lie Dele Giwa's is a 
forgotten case"

Then, he changed 
cause he said he felt 
what he knew so that 
it on to our children \____________
he told us was gathered from a very

reliable source while he cooled his 
legs for nine months at the Klriklri 
Maximum Prison And before ne 
started, he warned. ’I'm not going to 
tell you these because it will help re­
vive the death of Dele. Giwa on. -but 
because, you've asked me'

The man was an ex-commissioner 
in one of the LOOBO states during the 
second republic A couple of months 
ago in a discussion with TSM. he haa 
claimed, and very loudly too. that he 
had the true story of the factors that 
led to the death of Dele Giwa that 
black Sunday morning of October 19. 
1986 We didn't ask him then As Dele 
Giwa s fourth anniversary drew near, 
we paid a visit to that man '

Pleading anonymity, he told us what 
we've heard before except that this 
time around, he mentioned names.
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jnd by 
in our
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Ja _______ s sake.

Nigerians are oc- rr" 
tegies of survival 

— police 
down 

*—oe 
jmbering 
told TSM 

it been 
J ”‘elded ing 

tese inuiy» *ime I Ho' , 

idlheraseformatmab part ol the activities to mark the

co^^TSv^hC
= jJ^kandeFex governor oTta^o^Stafo

i the rSiceis doing Ils is the guest lecturer Like the past tour 
—" „ou.d come Y^Octoher -=-edav-or 

his next anniversary on October 19. 
Dele Giwa lies restless in his grave 
wondering why his killers have not 
been found and why Nigerians have 
forgotten so soon.

lecturer at me ------
sity who pleaded anonymity saia^ y 

Nigerians have forgotten Dele^L^ 
New things happen ever' 
Perhaps, if the killers were four 
now then Giwa would still be 
minds But what is new about hi 

Another queried. ‘For Gods^ 
people die ever, 
should worry aboi 
Dont ask us Now. f 
cupied with the strategies of survive 

Chris Omeben. the ex-DIG of po 
whose lot it was then to track a< 
Giwa s killers didn't give much hopf 
to stir Nigerians into remembering 
Dele Giwa again Omeben told • 
‘It is sad that the killers have not r 
found All the leads we had yiel^-' 
no results but these things take tin.® 
don't think the police has 
hope or dropped 
ter It needs hopt 
something 
police will 
you know I'm no 
can assure you the police is doing ns 
best May be something would come 
up I hope so'

There the despair goes again Ana 
even Dele Giwas village people at 
Ugbekpe-Ekperi have given up F 
and seem to have forgotten htn

Four years alter, the gods

either become impotent or have de 
liberately refused to disclose the 
name(s) of the evil doers. As far as 
they are concerned. *lt is a forgotten 
chapter ' Even thouah. they oromised 
that his killers will be tracked down 
within three months.

Just like the gods,court actions have 
also failed Gam Fawehinmi. the irrep­
ressible Lagos lawyer has since 1986 
instituted one suit or the other in a bid 

1 Glwa's killers He also has a N6 
million libel suit hanging over his 
head, courtesy of his efforts. And in the 
past few months. Fawehinmi hasn't 
said anything about Giwas death

But Giwas friends and colleagues 
at Newswatch cannot forget no matter 
how many years have come in be­
tween Mohammed Yakubu. Manag- 

I Director of Newswatch told TSM 
jw can we forget9 We have not for-

SSSg;
II B „ot true Gloria drd not di®

SfflUST” ™
Dele Giwa thought he had a scanr^

Ing one thing alter the other and so’ 
was given the bomb treatment 
d W Gloria Okon? Our Informant

tn London a,er
This is one of the three stories thn.

nected with a story Newswatch ran on 
wheat and a flour mill and that of an 
ex-mistress.

But all the stories are guesses Mom 
guesses and speculations None of 
these guesses or speculations have led 
anybqdy anywhere nor provided 
clues to the knotty question of Who 
killed Dele Giwa9 Newswatch had 
since denied the Gloria Okon connec­
tion.

For about six months after Giwa's 
death. Nigerians were naturally out- 
raged. And for good reasons Aside 
from Dele Giwa being a colourful and 
fine Journalist, the nature ol his death 
was dastardly And that alone sent 
shock waves through Nigerians who 
couldn't understand that type of 
sophisticated death

Alter six months, and when clues 
were not forthcoming Nigerians did 
what they know best, forgot about the 
manner of death and left everything 
to God Big deal9

If you don't believe how short the 
memories ol Nigerians are, then ask 
them about Dele Giwa's exact time of 
death Even month, hour TSM went to 
town asking questions and trying to 
find out what happened And like the 
ex-commissioner. many Nigerians 
have moved on to more worthwhile 
pursuits Survival.

John Oylndo. a Lagos based lawyer 
asked. TSM. "Dele Giwa. O yes. I re­
member He was killed in 1983, wasn't 
he9 And as we looked at him in oewn 
dermenf he mumbled. ‘Don't blame 
me One is thinking about the pre­
sent Not the past it is a long time now. 
and since the police has not yet come 
up with anything, the case is as good 
as dead.*

TSM found out that this attitude was



Law makers are
the law breakers
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_______________
Kayode Samuel'Yusuph Olaniyonu

otherwise
'tee brutal- ____. woe* vvl
detention, the CLO leader cites‘harassment from

Agbakoba: I like ivhat I'm doing'

hree years ago. three 
young Nigerian lawyers 
set out on a crusade the 
alm ol which was to sen­
sitize their fellow country­
men to the need to take 

a Utile more interest tn human rights 
issues.The trail-blazing trio — Messrs laws because you 
Olisa’ Agbakoba. Clement Nwankwo —v 
and Mike Ozekhome — took otf. as is 
the wont ol youth, with a somewhat 
idealistic agenda They sought to 
champion an ordinarily intangible 
cause, to assiduously campaign 
against human rights abuses, and. 
above all. to jar over one hundred mil­
lion Nigerians awake Io atrocities 
which many had long taken tor 
granted They raised ‘uncomfortable* 
questions about such c 
routine transgressions as polk 
ity. child abuse, illegal c 
prison congestion and other enor­
mities that Uy in the face ol the rule ol 
law They fashioned a platform tor 
their campaign and called it the Civil 
Liberties Organisation (CLO)

It was a novelty in these parts Not 
so much because other public • 
minded Nigerians had not earlier trod 
the same noble path, but tor the sing­
ular reason that these young men put 
together a well organised network and 
thereby brought method into what 
was hitherto an ad hoc enterprise The 
CLO embarked on a systematic cam- view the 
paign whith made copious use of the 
press its own publications, the courts 
and. of course, the law books. The re­
sult today is that the organisation, 
within so short a time span, has be­
come a most formidable force in the 
struggle to safeguard and expand citi­
zen rights Recognition has not been 
slow m coming both at home and 
abroad Not many Nigerians can re­
member the fearsome Ita-Oko deten­
tion camp without recalling the role 
the CLO played m ensuring its closure 
Not to talk ol other less publicised ac­
tivities in securing the release ot sus­
pects held for years on end ‘awaiting 
trial."

Next Saturday, the CLO marks its 
third anniversary and Olisa Ag­
bakoba. 37. president ol the organisa­
tion maintains that the CLO today re­
mains true to its origins The aim . as 

I he crisply puls it. "is to promote the rule 
ot law' And for him rule ol law means 
that ‘everybody in society is governed 
by known laws that are existing uni­
versally in. all democratic societies" „ ______

Agbakoba is worried that Nigerians Vice-President 
still do not lake much interest in their 
public rights as they do the private 
ones But he warns that ‘if you allow 
somebody to frequently violate your
Pago 10

being abused* .
Still, it has not been all smooth-sew­

ing tor this three-year-old organisa 
ton One ol its founding members. ue 
ment Nwankwo. has since *3r0^e‘ 
ranks with the group. The CLO has na 

rog- to tight off allegations from rival organ. 
Ag- that its high profile campaigns have 

often been successtul only because 
the authorities choose to look the otne. 
way a situation which they claim caw 
to question the genuineness ol the or- 
gamsations credentials Also, some 
have queued the organisations pre 
terence for the law courts as opposed 
to a more ‘radical’ approach Ag­
bakoba himself acknowledges that 
the road has been rough and prom­
ises to get even rougher unless Nige­
rians give the CLO more massive sup­
port morally and linancially In spite 
ot all the trials and travails however 
he remains confident Active involve 
ment in human rights campaigning 
Agbakcba says has taken its toll or 
what might have been a very lucra 
live legal practice But he finds solaa 
m the belief that "money doesn't giv 
the same satisfaction that public sei 
vice does"

‘I like what I am doing." he enthuse;

. Decause you say you are not di­
rectly harmed, someday you will lose 
your Ute as a result ot this violation." 

Many ot the CLO's arrows, as would 
be expected, are targeted at the au­
thorities It is ridiculous, Agbakoba 
says, that ‘people who make laws in 
this country violate them at will' A 
case in point, he says, is the controver­
sial decision on open balloting And 
he laments that Nigerians don't teel 
concerned about human rights viola­
tions ‘unless it atlects them or their re­
lations " Again, as would be expected. 
“■ O leader cites ‘harassment Irom
the authonties* as one of the difficulties 
the organisation faces in pursuing 
objectives. Yet he admits that the CI 
has achieved more results in the area 
of government-targeted action than in 
gingering public response He uses the 
recent spate of official activity on 
prison congestion to underscore this 
point

Executive high-handedness is not the 
only obstacle the CLO has to contend 
with Agbakoba is sad that judges 
like members ot the executive branch.

“ organisation as ‘confronta­
tional " And this has resulted in what 
he calls ‘terrible decisions" by some 
judges. Which explains the CLO's new­
found preference for international 
courts whose decisions, though not 
binding, could have immense embar­
rassment value for the government 

As the transition to civil rule pro?
ramme revs into high gee 
bakoba says his organisatior 
exactly taking a back seat in the jour­
ney ‘We have concentrated in the 
past three years heavily on prisons we 
have concentrated on the rights to lib­
erty." he declares ‘Getting to election 
periods, we can begin to look into 
political rights and related issues"

The CLO's agenda for the coming 
year is not likely to send the law en­
forcement agencies cheering The 
main theme next year. Agbakoba dis­
closes. will be police abuses ‘We will 
do a lot ot work on the police." he 
promises And also on the problem ot 
children Nigeria, he says behaves 
hypocritically at international tora 
Agbakoba cites the recent instance ot 
Vice-President Augustus Aikhomu 
whom he says went to the United Na­
tions conference in New York "signing 
the rights of children whereas there 
are thousands ol children back home
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The Most Wanted 
Girl In Liberia

>ass judgerr
e accurate

It is dillic
ieve is

Up-oil he’d got was wrong Regret­
ting the murder ot the hotel staffers he 
vowed to punish the girl lor the deceit 

in a midnight interview in a downtown

squealed to 
he rewarded 

lent instantly 
had said her 

___________ in ISM met her 
the week, she said her name was

Brodericks; Johnson wants me dead
Some sources are assertive that it was 

that lady, a pretty girl who had won the 
Miss Liberia contest in 1983 and Miss Al 
nca in 1984. who had 
Johnson Which was why 1 
her by making her preside 

Reports from Libena t 
name was Julie, but when^ 
dunng the week, she zz‘.~ b. 
Anme Brodericks

A few days after the incident Annie 
Brodericks fled Monrovia and surfaced 
in Lagos When Yormie Johnson got 
word that she had left Hotel African he

'reshing oasis amidst the 
hot desert of Monrovia

HM°ndaY September
100 pm Prtnro v Ween 12 noon and

tert arrived Stel,nB burnlnB
nJXTo u ° '?.hlS asked
o' the hotel Oner’o't‘!,hmornbers °fsta" 
colled Michael K r2„ThS-b™ ° 9Uy

S Xden .Kn,12 CharBe- and “»

dead°n dnd
nrtih1-1? PerIon- a lady, who was the oave orders’ mat"she be lound and shot
hotoi9 °~nlnls,ra,,on manager of the at sight A massive manhunt for the ex

* Johns°n appointed substantive beauty queen started immediately in
SttLnohl °" lhe 5P°* '"on Monrovia. , „
asxea his men to untie her Why did Annie Brodericks flee?

He turned to spectators of this gory Sources in Liberia say when Johnson h- 
wh?h <Lnd ,Old ,hem ,he reasons for nally broke the sate, he discovered that tt

d,d Word had reached him. he the tip-off he’d got was v
WKi that about N52 million (S5.2 mil- ting the murder

rn' °“(S™’1

Ex-Miss Liberia, the journalist/hotel stajfer 
Prince Johnson allegedly killed 5-star hotel boss 

to woo. Now, Johnson has ordered that 
she be shot dead on sight.

MQn may pass judgement.' she told 
TSM, 'but lhe accurate Judgement 
comes from God It is dillicult to erase 
what people believe is true from their 
minds So you leave them to their minds'

Annie Brodericks, a highly articulate 
lady, who said she cried when she won 
the beauty pageant, kept saying with 
vehemence. '1 never told Johnson any­
thing And he never opened that safe 
He had the keys in his pocket all the time. 
He only said that the accountant had 
another key. The man (Johnson) lies, he 
lies But he didn’t ever check the safe ’

But how about the alleged 
she had with the warlord?

'He was not mv lover
■He never touched me I went there 

three times tor interrogation it aian t get 
that far Maybe if 1 had gone a fourth 
time

But if as Brodericks had said, Johnson 
has the habit ot abducting girls from the 

in u i.uvuuwiii M..W.  --------------------- streets, how could he have let goa pretty
hotel in Lagos. Annie Brodericks, also an girl who was totally at his mercy?
ex-newspaper editor who had been in ’He never touched me Believe me* 
the thick ot things and who has a good And she looked down on the table And 
knowledge ot Liberians wno matter depression stood over that war - bat- 
spoke on why she fled.__________ tered pretty face
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slept with mas- 
afraid of Prince

...ECOMOQ can't hold Johnso

that anyone who wished to leave could 
day. 27th September. o^romTeS^ n° ri°h‘tO 5,015 anY‘ 
niggled out from the 7XW.-1 uant to vet 
ne out all day There ECOMOG is doing

Gam-

Brodericks: I left, or 1 was smuggled out 
on a Thursday That night I slept with the 
mosquitoes on the floor. On Friday night 
1 was smuggled on to the River Uli. I 
stayed on board until Monday at about 
4.00 p.m. to be exact, when the ship set 
sail. But it was not that easy to get out. 
The only cars that patrol the streets are 
the cars of Prince Johnson and 
ECOMOG That's where the difficulty was 
posed lor me.

warehouses at tne f*-"* pgop10 'Ll 
warehouse they had a lot °nLtf1atllw®| 
eye witness told me persona ’ nad0 ^1 
Prince Johnson who threw aw m iftai 
this warehouse and eve^ofetchfo°^ 
warehouse who wastrYin® as 3°° r 
that night died. Again that -cqMO& 
that's at the headquarters o* 
rs.if.- W bleb part of Liberia aoj 

from? whO010
BRODERlCKSAm one Of tno erico- 
reterred to as Congo, tne 
t^bY^rcfroTH Charles T^°^taiSX» 

BRODERICKS: No. the Phn 
area , „ fnr VO* ,llie
ISM: Why teas be looking J

. .... aulie alon0
BRODERICKS: There s • • It5 4

W Tell me that lone storY- g<-^ Day Johnson vtsiw°o 
BRODERICKS: Em It seern£;trn and A10 
personal vendetta between .0j run. 
President of the hotel. The 
contracted by expdtriates. .r/ 
T.W.- That was the African " ^edthat 
BRODERICKS: Yes. and he non one 
the president of the hotel p-^erv/ho 
who had delivered Nicholas m 
was the then Vice Head of one ot 
PRC government, and vvho Doe when 
the instruments of the coup, ’ _&& |2.
they were planning the No -ported 
1985 coup attempt which was ^ent 
by Doe. And he said 010 < ° lved.and 
proper of Hotel Africa was iny _ _sf and 
how he had met him in Ivory n re. 
he and Podier had come over wh0 
garding the president-in-cna y 
was in charge in the absence o he
ident Proper. Michael K. Dof' rorrupl 
killed he said that this fellow wa J 
and that he too was involved i 
hverance of Podier to Doe 
explained that Michael Doe daj 
volved in an alleged fuel o“ . ear- 
with Larry Porter who he had had 
Her Pnor to those two incidents kay 
arrested the President-in-charge. ' 
because he said this man was just 
rupt person So there were three 
before his final arrest Early one m 
he sent for both ot us And he sat 
this fellow was corrupt and so fonn. 
therefore he said he was making 
president, and he was making this m 
vice-president, and he was putting n 
own man in charge of security We came 
back to the hotel and we decided we 
would work normally However °n Mon­
day 24th September, we got word he 
was coming So we had to give him a 
good welcome We decided that we 
would get the few remaining drinks that 
were tn the store room for them to drink 
We opened up a suite on the first floor. 
And once on the first floor — that floor 
had a crowd of about 25 to 30 persons 
— he inquired from the accountant 
(Flober Miller, the supervisor of the ac­
counts department) that how much was 
remaining tn the safe0 The accountant

armed?

=^nkEcm°^to^?h“’ 
problem ot stopping Pnnce Johnsons 
forces from going out into the streets. It 
was trying to psychologically pacify 
them. They found that the psychology 
they were trying to use on them, at least 
to surrender, talk to them, and so forth, 
were n«->» They then had to use

. to the time I left. Prince 
on and his men were still armed, 
still believe they've not been able 
~ *“? 5*““s awaY from them. They 

streets killing innocent 
right now is not be- 

ihnson and Charles 
ring of Doe's men 

No. It s against the civilians, the civilians 
who have no arms and are just at the 
mercy of Prince Johnson can just do 
anything to anybody as he desires He 
goes about moving tn Doe's car Mer­
cedes Benz, bullet proof car And he 
stops a young lady — he's fond ot mul­
atto girls and light-skinned people. If she 
refuses to go to bed with him he will bul­
let her down There are several stories 
of people having gotten killed, young 
ladles gotten killed like that. When Doe 
died ECOMOG allowed some of his rela­
tives to come to the boat But Johnson 
will come to ECOMOG headquarters 
and to the boat, collect the people and 
take them to his base He will rape the 
women and send them back, and kill 
the men. It continues. A lot of times. These 
are the things that have been happen­
ing The women who refuse to be raped 
are killed. And then they kill the men. 
And we were told that 300 were exe­
cuted, by Prince Johnson, and he would 
do the killing himself Another incident, 
we didn't really know the story behind 

if another 300 civilians who 
to look for food, 
of breaking of

Brodericks: Oh yes. 1 sept with mos­
quitoes in one of the ECOMOG head­
quarters in the Freeport of Monrovia. 
And that was because I was being 
looked for and the Gambian ECOMOG 
lorces had to conceal me from the men 
of Pnnce Johnson. And 1 stayed in there 
all day. In fact I left the hotel by 3 30 that 
afternoon on Thursday. 27th Septe- 
That night 1 was smi _ _ ' 
hotel 1 couldn't come out all day ' 
was no food to eat. In the night the i 
bians brought food and we all sat to­
gether and ate from a big bowl. And at 
about 11.30 that night, a frtend who got 
away along with me, we had to take our 
bath in the open. We called it Adam and 
Eve. where male and femal? 
their bath together They had to fe.„.. w 
bucket ot waler The stench w&s unbear­
able but you had to bear it at the time 
you were there After that first day all the 
men had gone out to work but we were 
still concealed there So these men saia 
they would find a means of getting us 
out to the ship and by 9 30 Friday night, 
we were smuggled on board River Uli. 
Again there was no food and we were 
hungry but they were klnc' 
fetch what you call gam V.'w .«««, 
that with water and that's all we had for the 
day After we got on board the ship, we 
were told that Prine . ___1—
come on board the ship alter me And 
coming after me they (ECOMOG) had 
to tell them, three of them, to come down 
They didn't permit them to come all the 
way up Fortunately for us someone kept 
us in his cabin. When he went out he

I locked the door And it anyone knocked 
I on the door we didn't answer because 
I probably it will be the wrong person.

. at mean Prince Johnson‘s men 
'!()(> territory, into

. , ■ . .ps . to look for people?
BRODERICKS: Exactlyi And kill people 
on me spot In fact, they were looking tor 
me. and he (Pnnce Johnson) had or­
dered that they shoot me on dght The 
Nigerian vessel didn’t permit him to get 
XTw^ enroute &° 
searched the vessel Flnding ourthatII 
ECOMOG°headauaerten and talked to the killing ot

to surrender. «,__
was not working 
force. But up k, 
Johnson —' *-•- 
and I s________
to take the arms 
still go out in the stree 
people. The war rig'...

J and we were tween Prince Johnson 
■2nd enough to Taylor and the remainir 
i We took it like No. It's against the civilit 
ill we had for the 
rrd the ship, we 

ice Johnson's men had
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BRODERICKS: Yes I

^ihe 
t>al-

evej

,sonerv. mo

, BRODERICKS-

gerian lac 
lading he

BRODERICKS: They are there at the mo-| 
ment

ana : 
base' 
is the

jrs ot the interim 
protection ot 
go. That is the

Brodericks, No. t have no mn. 
with him whatsoever Hus Old™ue=

Brodericks: No my name ts not

5 x* rssxS-' 
were scattered and they didn t see me
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BRODERICKS: I don't know how the story I 
came out. to tell you the truth It is jusfl 
rumours that are being carried around. I 
I never knew the man. never in my utel 
betore I told you he sent lor me and I 
Michael Doe at hts base So. it doesn’t! 

hing even make sense to me. that tn this time 
, and I would want to love the Prince Johnson 
jthls It doesn't make any sense It doesn't even 
They make sense to me that 1 would want to 
.. who give him information on the hotel

” ------ ‘--d on I understand, membersaid500dollars team do have tne lull
he had BCOMOG —Hhey

X hepol>h«5ale“A‘lX™mS Thorne, B— 

LDoe. It was 
he came

BRODERICKS: Johnson's men were al­
ways around He personally was not 
there, but his men were always coming 
to get cars or to get our reserved 
gasoline But 1 never came Into the pic­
ture. They always went to the president­
incharge A lot ot the guests who lelt the 
country because ot this war have their 
cars packed there. The man always 
gave them what they wanted gasoline.

> luel oil

BRODERICKS: 1 don't even know I 
and tound U And I just heard all 
news So I m really not in the ptctu*e:

ley 
in.

people hear Prince 
i the streets, people run into J 

__  rtnvinai _________ Because the man is a mad 
following Monaman. He sees you. he tells you you're 

Ch^^Ta^torman.BaamiYouregone 
was oniy uo ^n asked Day Johnson had 

a party
Xv'em- BRODERICKS: Just Men Ho had a party

nanY And and so many persons were there You 
WTft these know what he did? He began elimtnat- 
lnH.««rma- ing people with his gun in the party He

there so many people So 
. _. > reduce the number ot the 
in the party, by killing oil some 

ot them. , TSM: in the party?
BRODERICKS: In the partyl A tellow who 
he and myselt attend the law school he's 
a Krahn, said on another occasion 
Johnson went to the port, collected 48 ot 
them shot all 47 with the exception ot 
him- How he got out? One ot Johnson's 
men who knew him well recognised him 

1 saia what are you doing in the 
e? He was already tied And the thir 
re man (Johnson) doesn't tie you, ai 

untie you. It is God that did it Even at 
base now a Nigerian lady is there They 
were eight, including her husband \ 
sought retuge in a church And Prince 
Johnson had been giving them food 1 
irom time to time And they were dis­
tributing the food to the needy And one 

DanJ^,rewas time a wmte lady and her husbana 
>as© oney 1 (among the eight) wrote a letter to Pr- 5’^ On ince Johnson telling him thanks lor the 

-*,nn 1 food, and that he should do away with 
drinking and a lot ot black magic It was 
about I 00 a m when he went to the 
church, gunned down all seven tnclud 

j the white lady She's the only sur- 
..zor. that Nigerian lady One other 
woman was telling me at the base look 
Annie, it this man gets you to his base 
the fourth time you gonna get killed So 
it you get back to the hotel the best thing 
Johnson...a sex maniac?
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________________  
the same time. After I left as the eaitor 
of The Herald one of the ministers whom 
I had known a long time before he be­
came minister said ‘Annie I want vou to 
be my public relations officer" I decided 
I'll go on a part time basis because he 
really needed someone. One afternoon 
he came in and said to me Doe told him. 
he had employed an opposition. So I 
said to him ‘Bye-bye blue bird I'm not 
going to be used a scape goaf. And just 
at that time there was an opening in 
Hotel African. I went in there as a per­
sonal assistant You know as a journalist 
yo can fit into a lot of areas.
TSM: Do you know you people might 
hare driven Doe to wbat be became? 
BRODERICKS: I don't understand

Taylor... as bad as the rest
ISM I he indigenous Liberians did not 
see themselves as illiterates. They saw 
themseh es as part of the society. illiter­
ate or not. They felt you people were 
cheating them and thev were going to _
bit hack at that, 'then you began to • jq 
write, you made Doe Jeel insufficient. He 
bad to bit back at that which made him 

led in feel insufficient.
BRODERICKS: You would expect such a 
thing to happen to anyone who has little 
or no education. They would always feel 
intimidated by those who have educa­
tion It really was not meant that way 
And we thought this was the time mis­
takes made in the past would be re­
ctified But instead of rectifying it we went 
ahead to make even greater mistakes. 
TSM: Rectifying mistakes, in time of Tol­
bert or the time of Doe?
BRODERICKS: In Does time We be

Doe took power, at the time I worked 
wnh the national radio station LBS 1 had 
worked up until 12 midnight My mother 
and myself lived together at the time 
Around 3 00 a m my mother came into 
my room and told me Tolbert had been 
killed And all 1 did was sit up In bed like 
this (she cups her bowed head in her 
two hands) and I found it unbelievable. 
Then 1 said to her in these exact words. 
‘That's the beginning of our troubles' 
Number one. it was very,difflcult. it will 
be very difficult to welcome an illiterate 
into the chair. You don't serve as a role 
model to them The country continues Io 
retrogress. This was the general feeling 
of most Liberians However I continued 
my work as a journalist but I left LB.S 
and joined a smaller radio station, c 
news director At the time of the Doe . 
ministration he gave one of our pries 
persona non grata to leave the countr 
1 had to do an interview with the rever­
end father and the US1S then blew this 
interview out. 1 had to attend Press con­
ferences and there were touching Issues 
1 was not liked by him Okay Even at 
the time my life was threatened by Doe 
This was in 84. 85 Even tn 1983 when 1 
won the Miss Liberia beauty pageant. 1 
was never a pal of Doe and whatever 
money the government was supposed to 
give me at the time I never got. I went 
to London and won the tvnss African title 
Whatever car government was sup­
posed to give me I never got I did away 
with those things. The car was supposed 
to be a Honda Accord. I didn't really 
care much about such things but my 
brother-in-law had contacts with a lot of 
the officials there, who made it possible 
for me to gel 2000 of this money which 
made it possible for me to travel to Lon­
don for this contest Later on someone 
came ana told my brother-in-law, 'Doe 
doesn't like the girl She's a Congo girl* 
I used to attend a lot of Press conferences 
at the mansion (I played a prominent 

' role in the media then) -Some of the 
questions I posed to him brought further 
damage to me Of late in December, 
when I was the Editor of The Herald, a 
Catholic newspaper, again I published 
a lot of articles which were not pleasant 
to the Doe government Like the increase 
in price of nee. There were others which 
didn't bear my name but the govern­
ment people got to know Then there 
was the case of the toxic waste, which 
had the involvement of five government 
officials And so I was a target of govern­
ment Until a time someone confide 

I a fnend of mine who was then at the law 
Ischool and said to her. ‘look one day 
I you are going to disappear from your 
apartment and no-one will know who 
took you from there*. And then I had to 
cool because my parents were telling 
me to take time. One American who 
came there to lecture told us. ‘when you 
are reporting you give one hand to the

• and one hand Io yourself. You have
• prudent*. That always rings a bell 
3 I had to be biting and blowing at

---------------------------------- resit
TSM: You America—Liberians ruled the ' TSM 
country since independence. You 
people never thought to share power. 
BRODERICKS: There's hall truth in that.
75 If Sometimes when people are subju­
gated thei internal tse the hurt. • vice 
and go on booze and women. It looks 
like they've accepted the status quo. 
How old were 'ou in 
BRODERICKS: About

lieved that with the indigenous people 
coming in there would be a revolution 
tor positive change But it was a change 
ot retrogression. I believe that had he 
you see the media is government s true 
fnend It is unfortunate that, not Libena 
alone, but Africa, doesn't see it that way 
Criticisms are objective not because we 
have personal vendetta against who 
controls power but because we can see 
what the people up there cannot see 
But unfortunately it doesn't work that 
way tn Africa. Doe listened only to the 
people he surrounded himself with In 
the end those people deserted him Bui 
when things were getting out of hand 
those people should have asked him Io 

dgn.
If.- But even when they got around Io 

doing that . ?
BRODERICKS: It was too late They had 
all sat down supinely watching him be­
come a god. You know he slapped the 

president when he went to tell him 
to resign. What were they doing all the 
time? 
TSM. Tayi 
fell out.
BRODERICKS. Yes. by that time. Libe 
rians wanted a change Taylor came in 
Everyone called him Chuckle Oh Chuc 
kie is coming. But Liberians don’t like 
Charles Taylor either. He's a protege o! 
Doe. He served as director of GSA and 
he squandered millions of dollars from 
the country People wanted a change 
and at the time Taylor was coming he 
was talking about an Interim govern­
ment But as God would have it. he 
began to show his own true picture We 
didn't like him but we figured through 
him well be able to have free and fair 
elections
TSM: Let s look at the three of them 
Who's the worst?
BRODERICKS: Look, they are all the 
same. They have inflicted the same 
amount of atrocities on the people Doe 
did his part with his death squad 
eliminating people I was living five 
blocks away from the Executive Man 
sion I may be wrong but I understand 
my name was on that list Fortunately I 
had a Suite in the hotel I hardly move 
around Charles Taylor came in we saw 
people fleeing from his area They tolc 
stories of his own massacres There is a 
story that the man is on drugs and he has 

inject himself with heroin every morn­
ing. Even ECOMOG found some of his 
soldiers with the needle marks where 
he injects them And when they come 
out they're wild. There's no control. We 
thought Taylor meant well the day he 
came Io the hotel There wasn't total 
calm in the area but there was relative 
calm. But Taylor suddenly threw every­
body out ot their rooms There's this story 
about a businessman along Charles 
Taylor line who Taylor appointed in 
charge to distribute rice to p 
the man was distributing the» 
of women. But this made a k 
because women have children. When
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mson the most das-

Amos Sawyer

15paa*
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TSAI: What kind < 
Sauyer, and what

K: Not yet I’ve had proposal

Prince 
; Taylor's 

- — _nds ana
:k home 1 don't know it 

are alive

of a person is Amos 
it chance has he got?

> participate in 
trill you accept

BRODERICKS: Amos Sawyer taught me 
a course, social science He was the 
dean ot my college Amos Sawyer is a 
straight forward person On August 22, 
just before the 1985 coup, there was a 
leakage ot an exam and Amos Sawyer 
made sure that every instructor that was 
Involved In that leakage was dismissed

. you find 
irudent One 

3 abroad is

He has principles With him there Liberia 
can look forwara to another era tor posi­
tive change At the time ot Tolbert Ad­
ministration. he was running tor city 
mayor, he didn't succeed because oi the 
ploy of politics. But he had the Liberian 
people around him AU wno Know him 
know that to a certain extent he is a prin­
cipled man In 1985 Doe had asked that 
he serve as vice president. Amos Sawyer 
didn't see himselt transcending to that 
stage. He doesn't really want power I 
figure he wants a good society I believe 
that when he serves there will be a 
smooth transition period 
TSM: He's merely an academic. 
BRODERICKS: I think he has a chance. 1 
believe he can Don't always look al him 
as being an academician, okay he s a 
politician And he's played a role m his 
political party. You can see that even in 
his minimal role as dean ot Liberia col­
lege he was so cunning and knew when 
to get into government and when to get 
out He comes from a tribal group which 
has played no role in this conflict. So he'll 
be able to bring people together 
TSM: How long are you going to stay in 
Nigeria?
BRODERICKS: I'm leaving Lagos tomor­
row My family is back home Since the 
war 1 haven't seen them They are in 
Monrovia Some ot my lather, mother, 
brothers, sisters are along 
Johnson's line Others in Charles T 
line 1 11 be here until the war enc 
then I'll go back ‘ 
my parents ____
TSM: If you're asked to 
government of Sawyer i 
it?
BRODERICKS: In every situation 
yourself, you have to be pru< 
reason I've not chosen to live___
I believe I can be of some value to my 
society But 1 have to be very cautious 

wav BUt i intend to play a major role in this 
lon't whole electoral process I'll preter slay- 
is in mg in the background to help I still need 
itllct a |Ot O| experience and I need these 

people to mould me 
TSM: Perhaps as you grow more you 
might consider going into government 
BRODERICKS: My experience in the war. 
I told myself, you know a wise man 
changes. OKay But tor now I want to piay 
a major role in the whole electoral pro­
cess.
TSM: Are you
BRODERICKS. . yo ■ veuuuHluh~“— 
The reason wny I ve chosen not to marry 
is that I want to mould my career 1 want 
to spend a lot of time with my children 
TSM: What are you going to be doing? 
BRODERICKS: The only thing I have in 
my possession is my passport which nas 
on it profession journalism The uncer­
tainty is so great I might find some 
to do. You can't depend on people Bu 
1 have nothing besides my passport 
show

Taylor was told by some people that thei 
hadn't got food. Taylor had the 
turned upside down and was aba 
to shoot him

There's a woman who comes every 
morning to inject him’with heroin. This 
woman cautiously pleaaed with Taylor 
and then they untied him

Then along the Johnson line anytime 
people hear he is out on the streets th 
hide His own men hide from him. Th 
are now taking off their uniforms. Ma 
of them came with us on the River Ull. 
TSM: What created fohnson personal­
ity?

Prince Jonnson up close
BRODERICKS: Prince Johnson was 
created by Charles Taylor from what we 
were told They were all trained in Libya 
I cannot say exactly how they broke up 
but Taylor created the Prince Johnson 
monster Charles Taylor became intimi­
dated by certain people like the killed 
Jackson Doe Jackson Doe was the 
leader of the Liberian Action Party (LAP) 
and presidential candidate for previous 
election He eliminated him. Also Gllbb 
Johnson who travelled with him all the 
way from the states Gllbb Johnson lost 
an eye during the 1985 coup. But be­
cause he wanted an interim govern­
ment, Taylor eliminated him. He was a 
trained soldier, trained at West Point. He 
eliminated his own boss former com­
merce minister, who he served under. 
Charles Taylor created the Prince 
Johnson 
TSM: Is Prince Join 
tardly of them all?
BRODERICKS: 1 can t say
TSM: Doe di tin'! exactly kill people him­
self.
BRODERICKS: Doe did that When 
people were killed al the UN yard It was 
Doe who disguised himsell and went in 
there and killed the people He also per­
sonally killed the people at the Lutheran 
church. He wore a bracelet the c* 
did the killing at the UN yard, ana .,OAl 
day when he went there to sympathise 
with the people, a woman recognLev. 
that bracelet and started shouting. 
TSM: Prince Johnson appears to be the 
most cunning, the most extreme ani­
mal.
BRODERICKS: Yes I would say yes. The 
International world today doesn't have 
a clear picture of Johnson All they be­
lieve is that Johnson truly wants to hand 
over power But the man said in our pre 
sence al the hotel, ’what makes the In­
terim president believe that he 
Johnson, having come a long way will 
turn power over to him just like that9 And 
you know what he's playing on? Hes 
going to try to treat the advance interim 
team properly only to get Amos Sawyer 
in. When Amos Sawyer comes in, he's 
going to eliminate all those people if 
ECOMOG doesn't do something There 
will be no peace except all those fac­
tions are taken out of the picture They 
are making stickers all over the place.
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Brodericks: Sawyerr is a good man
it doesn't tell you Prince Johnson is going 
to give up power He remarked that it 
the president comes in and (excuse the 
expression) fucks up. he will gun
him And put the vice president He said, 
even If I am not around 1 will have my 
men do it
TSM: Has the Liberian man become so 
brutalised that who ever you turn 
power to will do the same thing?
BRODERICKS: No I don't think so Il's lust 
that we have had the wrong people who 
want to hold power for some selfish 
reasons. Liberians have never been vio­
lent. When Doe created a government 
of hts Khran tribe he had Io keen awav 

____those who try iu share powei But 1 don’t 
day he 9®’ ,ho Plc,ure that whoever comes 

:nd next be brutal. Doe created tribal conf 
-thise by eliminating Qulomkpa 
lised TSM: How's Prince Johnson tit close 

quarters?
BRODERICKS: He's the most unpredicta­
ble person. He plays on the minds of 
people He goes out and gives things out 
and people call him a nice person But 
he only does that to get you close and 
kill you He kills people for no reason at 
all
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‘frican nation finds 
itself in the throes 

■of a bloodfest

taking place to reduce the numbers] 
suspected sympathisers and quell the 
attacks of the rebels

It is not surprising that the refugee­
rebels comprise mainly people of Tuts 
ethnic group For centuries, they had 
dominated the Hutus who comprise 
90% of Rwanda s 7.000.000 popula­
tion. The tension from that politicaldis­
equilibrium reached a peak In 1959 
Civil war broke out. and they los 
power With the result of a referendum 
the monarchic system was abolished 
The republican 26.338 square 
kilometre Belgium—UN trustee area 
then called Ruandl—Urundl became 
independent on July 1, 1962

In a-July 5. 1973 bloodless coup 
Major General Juvenal Habyrimana 
ousted Gregoire Kayibanda who had 
been president since independence

Map of Central Africa showing the tiny trouble spot 
through diplomatic hotlines to reach 
His Excellency. Callixite Hatungiman. 
Rwandese Ambassador for West Af­
rica. at Abidjan Cote DVoire. proved 
futile

However, as neighbouring stales 
rush to help Kigali, allegations 
emerge that Ugandan government is 
aiding the rebels to unseat Juvenal 
But Eriya Kategeya has denied. He 
told Tanzanian President and others 
in that country attending Non-Aligned 
Movement's South Commission meet­
ing that Ugandan government does 
not support the military offensive of the 
Ugandan-based rebels. Tanzania is 
also harbouring some of them but re­
ports say the government had deterred 
from engaging in activities to topple 
or undermine the government

President Habynmana has de­
clared 6pm to 7 a m. curlew and no 
long trips allowed Kigali radio has an-" 
nounced that people could move dur­
ing the day and only from their homes 
to nearby neighbourhood. The gov­
ernment has also intensified the 
search for rebels and their sympathis­
ers About 3000 people are feared 
being detained at a former lootball 
stadium, south of Kigali Also several 
swift executions are believed to De

plebiscite conducted In December. 
. ?78 elected Habyrimana president 
for another five year term and a new 
constitution was adopted, stipulating 
an elected Assembly and one party 
the National Revolutionary Develop­
ment Movement These developments 
have further worsened the political 
disquiet in that country as Hutus 
people dominate the society and the 
power structures, due to their over­
bearing population.

Liberals demand multi-partism. 
conservatives, especially the Tutsi 
people want back their lost position in 
the power balance of Rwanda And 
these groups want Juvenal from th0 
Hutus, out In the face of continued 
oppression and constant terror from 
the government, they had fled to 
neighbouring countries of Tanzania. 
Uganda. Zaire and Burundi from 

' where they reorganise and launch 
bloody attacks on the government.

The Rwanda government had been 
able to crush past rebellions with de­
spatch But the way the current assault 
on Rwanda is going, if President Ju­
venal Habyrimana must remain in Ki­
gali. he sure would have to think and 
act in ways that are anything but 
juvenile.
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According to Nizeimana Em-, 
manuel a wounded Rwandese cus­
toms officer who escaped into Tan­
zania, the rebels caught the nationals 
napping They had crossed over in the 
early morning hours into Rwanda 
from Kafunzo in Uganda and began 
shooting, looting, maiming and 
slaughtering the people, men. women 
and children In a nearby military set­
tlement. over 80 soldiers were killed 
while many were seriously wounded 
The number of civilians killed or 
maimed have not been ascertained

Eye witness accounts filtering from 
the residents of Kaisho village in Tan­
zania smack of heavy' shooting and 
shelling also along Rwanda—Tan­
zania border The rebels are believed 
to be less than 50 kilometres from the 
capital, as they advance along the Ki­
gali— Kakitumba highway

President Juvenal Habyrimana of 
Rwanda has rushed to Zaire, his west­
side neighbour for support and rein­
forcement. and Mobutu Sese Seko is 
reported to have responded with a 
500-man special expeditionary force 
Zairean Azep News Agency says the 
men were drawn from the well trained 
and specially equipped presidential 
force Calls for help have gone to Bel 

Igium the former colonial master the 
French government Already Belgian 

land French troops are said to be 

reSn TSMcSaUheZaTean Em- 
Ibassy m Lagos for further clanfica- 
L ' citioyen Siamundele. the infor- 
motion officer said he has had 10 
,„.her information on the develop- 

through papers and had not got 
Government s direct information Io ex- 

also regretted not having re- 
cm Jed copies of dailies from his conn- 
hy to explain anything < 
tons aslcedjdltewise-atu
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1 By Mackson Onyejekwe 
ebels have 
Rwanda apart 
East Central African 
State has witnessed its 
biggest blood-bath 
since independence as 

eleven Tata truck loads of about 
12,000 Rwandese refugee-rebels, 
heavily armed with sophisticated am­
munition attacked the country from 
Kakitumba. a border village with 
Uganda, where they began the mas­
sacre and desolation of nationals, 
while heading towards Kigali, the 
capital Only few people, most of them 
mortally wounded, managed to es­
cape into nearby Uganda, to recount 
the atrocities being committed by the 
rebels, mostly of the Tutsi ethnic grou 
led by a Rwandese exile serving 
the Ugandan army
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* Protect the eyes of your children
.^3 ______

ra0o IT

Joy Ovienmahada, 
who examined the 

feted her shock, "his vis- 
16. the child was almost

it might 
res. and took 
[ and Surgical Services. 
-------- ''amination

There she met . 
an eye doctor wl 
•child and regist< 
ion was minus 1 < 
blind You can imagine all the efforts 
he has been putting on his school exer­
cise Poor child, he thought everyone's 
else's eyes were like his. he kept quiet, 
going blind." She began to treat the 
child

Felix Ezeabia, a doctor at Excellon 
Optical Clinic. Ikeja, Lagos had a 
worse experience. "There was this 
one-year-old baby they brought to 
our clinic _It had gone blind, though 
the eyes looked normal. I asked the 
mother some questions. She told me a ‘ 
rather long story, how the baby's eyes 
were always red and emitting small 
white substances frequently She 
bought a certain eye drop from a 
chemist and started dropping it into 
the eyes of the baby According to her. 
the eyes began to brighten, so she 
bought another bottle of the same eye 
drop The solution ate up the child's 
eye structures which she thought was 
clearing The child went blind. Some 
mothers are just useless, very irrespon-

—id exasperatedly
___ .. . "From the way she talked and 
jh he sounded bril- answered my questions there was- 

have to something about her that made me 
him to uncomfortable I suspected something 1 

directed her with a note to our lab for
test You know what, the foolish woman

■■ s©'H-By
Parents unknowingly 
rob their children of 
lheir eye sight. As they 
abandon experts for 
self-medication.

highly educated parent 
(name withheld) in 
Victoria Island. Lagos 
was frustrated with her 
child's poor vision.

which apparently ____________ ,
resulted in frequent knockingover. she sible". he sate 
was disgusted with his poor school 
performance, though' 
liant She suspected 
do with his eyes 
Choices Optical a:
Ikovi. Lagos, for an exar
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— Odutola. 
glneer, to th© altar

>k^.. :nur 
Allowed to go 
hangouts in tov
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F you are wondering how tar the Nige • 
rian woman has gone in 30 years, 
don't look too far from here They 

now hold down plum posts m journalism, 
broadcasting, law. banking, government 
and insurance. Such women 
brainstormed recently at Commerce 
House. Lagos to determine the next line 
of action. ,

The line up included Doyin Abiola, Con­
cord s Managing Director NTA's Julie 
Coker. Lola Fqni-Kayode. an arty lady. 
Yomi Lewis, ex-Superwoman editor. Joke 
Silva actress. Margaret Vogt. NIIAs Re 
search Fellow. Pat Ederemoda. Co-or- 
dinator ot the discourse session_________

Paao la

ouihlul Dotun °nl an economist. recenUlMook Tolu

ot Archbishop Vln-

|3^ail 
of
goodies
 nyone who 

works hard
.L Alike our exe- 

1 cutives deserves
a leisurely lie-in 
at the end of the 
day Moresc. 
when it is known 
that some slug at 
their jobs tor as 
much as 12 hours 
in a day. The say­
ing 'all work and 
no play makes 
Jack a dull boy' 
•.as never been 
true. Some execu­
tives are so busy 
making money 
that they neglect 
other healthier 
pursuits
Like eating out
Music making Video watch. You can have all these ana more at 
Carlpale or. Ogunlana Drive Surulere Lagos Ils last becoming 
the haunt of executives and other tun-loving people

According to Ben Okoli, the outfit s proprietor, it was conceived 
t<_ cater k the needs ot Nigeria s yuppies Those wno work hara 
have travelled far, and know the best things in life.

At a luncheon tor seiect meaia executives penultimate Thurs- 
aay ^k^.. mumped his chest that his conveniences will not be 
allowed to go to the dogs As is usual with a good number ot

>wn
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EVENTS'

It y< 
then 
Mem

Korokochi. 
envoy.

Krammer.
German envoy

rests at the 
Francis 

Chief 
Thieme In­

dustries. Nze Maduako 
ot Aba Chambers of 
Commerce. Ndubuisi 
Kanu. member ot AFRC 
Yasushi 
Japanese 
Leonhaia

■arly start
nlng Memorial Church, Ikeja for a col­
ourful society wedding Here. Mr & 
Mrs. Onl commence their marital jour­
ney with broad smiles

Oa Chambers 
of Commerce 
has added 

icy to its busi 
itegies They re 

their do^rc

Seeond flime, twice as nice
n I-] Fl hat has music and beauty 

got in common1’ Let's, if you 
must know. Music elicits

such beautiful thoughts, while beauty 
could invoke magic that's akin to 
good music This was the case at the 
re-launch ot shields deodorant in 
Lagos Beautiful people, musicians.

The y©img sholiS 
grow

magazine for primary school 
l children was officially deliv-

■ U ered last Tuesday by 
Rebecca Aikhomu, wife of the Vice-- 
Presldent As a mother herself she 
gushed over the arrival of such a 
medium for kids Other shakers and 
movers at' the launching were 
Rasheed Gbadamosi. a renowned 
economist. Molade Okoya-Thomas, 
CFAO Chairman. Bola Latinwo and 
Tunde Yusuf

media executives. industrialists 
graced its re-entry into the consumer 
market. Here Keji Okunnowo CBS 
Managing Director confer with Duro 
Onabolu. Manager Public Relations at 
UAC and John Njokanna. Marketing 
Manager of AJ Seward.

N exhibition of paintings featuring 
Ben Nwosa will kick off on Tuesday, 
16 October at Didi Museum in Lagos 

rou are a lover of arts and royalty 
i you should be glad that Aho nu 
lutoye II. Oba Akron of Badagry 

and Muhammadu Maccido, Sarkin 
Kadu of Sokoto will be guests of hon­
our

Exhibition ends on Sunday. 21st Oc­
tober.
Business and dip?:

■ ; 

I 
diplomat 
ness strat___ ____ 7
cently threw their doors 
open to Ambassadors ot 
France. Germany and 
Japan A high brow 
dinner party was held 
for the diplomats who 
all commended Aba 
technology 

Other gut 
bash included 
Chukwuonye. 
Executive of Cl



sight of their

THE «tTTMr»*v

lltlasnoa<lel ^ear^ed «eann9l . .... wnen in doubi n. l®’tr>e>«Son®lnediha’llls!',‘3.......  ctw. «“ «ve sigb. o.us manliest between lhe tint (h^oa’ch how your chud looks at ^e"Te^%P'° a"„°?l“re
day alter birth.She however ’h'nss or television Does he go very allI c^e ^5ehd J°ur0e°" “ latn
Iles' eyesandotherparts O1 O«e to look al things and almost try a <rod’dn ®y „<idr®n c°?rt seel

. jaid that the first early eye sight ot h®dd just wofesCn^usually delicate that some , ®s'he child carry the book up. close ^a| it 1
if not corrected can re- '° his eyes or bend his head when he s

i One such case is strabis- r®ading or looking at photographs •
lint, commonly called 4s D°es your child have watery eyes 
. \__^.ding to her. from whenever he is reading? And ®ve?X’

‘ aby's eye should day atter Playing outside, does
h object in- come 'o complain ot headache,
the eyes can- whether serious or nuld?
u.some.hmg T

crooked and disorganised? This is th® 
result ot both being unable io see the 
school board well ahead o[ see the 
lines in the notebook well, close on tn 
desk. ‘The child is seeing but seeip~ 
with much strain. At school, some cn - 
dren. very bright children, often ttm 
tail exams because they dont s 
well And they keep quiet growing 
that, because they think every otnej 
person is seeing like them. They tau. 
yet when you talk to them, you kn they are vpr”m.

9 On the 0lasses-
are only ‘n,e.brents ’Nobody can

I'll ! b°'h ®anlsed’ This Is the tests to,lsh "tic reasons.
!?’ board wS? bnable io see the lenses lor denounced sell

. ,?£"whenever you notice
s medication^ expGrl snould be called 

I between lour and’t^'^™^ ve£rn^They also suggest regular 

start at live But normal eye test mnl be<=®tseSS't^ngllke V*™unt"”le^here ts problem “t
C°T^enCe a'tthe °0e Ol "Ve'Whelhe ™ Xn voeU|B >temVTtey tali' Usably once to three years When 
a child complains or not. At that eye they are vl JaUt'hem you Low a SeSori is in his mid thirties tests
test, the, optometrist would check Parents shXk?1^’ chlldren should be commenced after everyeverything is a» right with the eyes?” °Ptomet^s H r *Op thelr d^nist for two years’.

jhe warned that it was very necec. discover a chiS-W1Se ,o acl fast u you For •albinos’, many parents expect 
cause the defer? refractlve tault. be- optometrists to perform miracles ’We 
even become re t7Ould worsen and however try to help the children see 
live efforts As the Qn*lo any correc- better and feel more comfortable, 
giving a child i no,ed 11 y°u delay sometimes with drugs but usually we 
develop ambling565' lhe child could 0ive ,hem lenses'- theY said.
the correct glasses U you pul ’ Eyes are veryprecious and delicate, 
respond to it No child^nh?®5 WOn’’ ^Ch explains why Parents should 
>ng glasses. ^ever'' ChMren ’° P'eS^e ,hem

Oviemahada. hersell q blern 
agrees that most mothers rt rri0"1 
serve their children Some „ n°’ bo. 
norance, hardly notice' o( tg. 
danger Others, out ol i„H,,!sns ol 
notice but take it lightly tS?etahce 
asked lor some ot the eve ~ rsM 
and signs in chlldren. she <™°bls are basically two. 
and occular defect 
results in two major 
refractive, and the 
or missing part of t 
tractive cases (ba< 
hereditary but not necessantvV"' ate 
direct mother or lather buLr°m,he 
along the family line Itcon w m8hoiv on Its own in a child Couwdlsosla" I

A missing or detective Da„ . t 
eye. she added, may. oca?, ?' 'he I
some Infections. such as cXeloP®d
Sop^yeeX^S: A

mothers to be watchful 
She further said IT •' 

months, are t. 
deformities i 
main for'life 
mus or sgul....
O'clock eye Accordl..„ „ 
the third month,‘a baby's 
be able to locus on each 
tensely, straight ahead, lltheev - 
“gS-,ralBh,a’Ob)^-™elh7"

She also warns that: tn some cult,,, 
tn Nigeria, people say it 
eye) would clear on Its own. and m . 
there is nothing wrong. This Is njjm, 
Al lhe age ol live. It Is almost late i? 
correct It. at lhe age ot nine it k nJ 
manent’ According to her: Normals 
letween tour and live years is in 
'nrlod a child's eyes and vision all. - 
..1 capacity. Some start at tour sot 

rt live. But normal eye test m
ommence at the age of five, whe 
child complains or not. At that c 
-* - optometrist would check t 

g is all right with the eyes'" 
i She warned that it was very neces­
sary for parents td take the child to test 
because only the doctor would know 
what was amiss as many children 
would never complain, thinking that 
the way they saw things was the way 
every other person's eyes saw

The doctors have compiled these 
hints for all parents who are con- 
Pap 20
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dor and distriDutor of CHe monWi 
who will be selected on the basis 
of their hardwork and valuable
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) brown colour and 
( Chocolate rented 
lights dazzling the 
dressed men and 

glitz to the arena. It 
mt day tor the domes- 

Nlgeria A day Cadbury 
lied added three new 

jptive Nlge- 
i promise made 

June

In every entarprloo, there Id al* 

wayc a hidden porcon or group 
of pereano that conotltuto tho oi­
lent hands behind the wheel. 
They are tho poroono without 
whom the buelnooo cannot 
etendfWlthout whoso dedication 
the bueinoeo etognotoo. They 
ere tho people who moke things 
happen.

In our business - Publishing - 
p perhaps the least recognized end 
jj yet one of the most critical hands 
- behind the wheel are the dis­

tributors end vendors. It is in reali­
zation of the crucial role they have 
played in the life of our magazine 
thot TSM has decided to give due 
recognition to our dedicated dis 
tnbutors and vendors Every 
month, we shall bring you our ven-

contribution to TSIX/l
Our distributor of the month is 

MUST API - A ABDULAI, prop­
rietor of QMOLA tfxligj Enter­
prises. Kaduna. Abdulai has over 
1O years experience in the news­
paper and magazine distribution 
business Through his outlets. 
Abdulai has made TSCV1 a house- 
noid name in Kaduna. Kafanchai > 
Zana, Funtua, Gusau. and 
Sokoto. He has also shown a good 
record of reliability.

TSIV1 is therefore proud to be 
associated with him and hopes he 
will not relent but rather push for 
even a higher performance level. 
Omola has been with TSiVI since 
its birth We are proud 

month

-

_. neraton Hotel was al its usual 
“ bubbling best last Tuesday. Guests

- • streamed In and out Though that 
is not strange But from the reception 
lobby. It was clear that something 
unique was ‘cooking’ Inside the elitist 
hotel

Yes. as the deep 
fragrant smell of 
the air, glittering 1 
guests and gaily < 
women adding c" 
was a flamboyant day ft 
tic market in Nigeria A d< 
Nigeria Limited added 
products to the ever-recej 
rlan market to keep a 
to its customers last Ju

Dash chocolate flavour bar, choco­
late spread, chocolate fudge and a 
newly refined pronto beverage are 
the latest additions.

Chocolate Spread, a milk based 
product with unique flavour and 
pleasant taste is meant for bread, 
cake, biscuit and ice cream eaters 
who Intend to have an easy but satis­
fying meal. Also, Dash, a chocolate 
flavour bar with rich taste concealed 
In an exciting package Is just what It 
is — a sweet — appetizer Like the

other two. Chocolate Fudge has an 
Inner layer of fudge covered in milk 
and Is an appetizer too.

Again, Pronto beverage, a product 
that is as old as Cadbury Itself wears 
a new garb, because 'age was begin­
ning to tell on the brand*. So with ad­
ditional nutrients, improved shelf life­
span and improved packaging. 
Pronto has been reborn to enhance its 
success in the market

However, with the parade of the so­
ciety’s high fliers like Insight Com­
munication's (Blodun Sobanjo, Lintas 
Ted Mukoro. Cadbury's Christopher 
Kolade, Beauty queen. Blnta Sukai. 
Twitale's Amaka Obiakunu, Biola 
Owoyeml and some others, that Cad­
bury was able to bring together at the 
launching, the colourful ceremony 
surely will be a talk of the time for a 
while
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is only interested in attracting your at­
tention when she flashes a coquettish 
smile or softly strokes your palms. She 
is not promising what she cannot give. 
You too respond warmly because of 
her sincere stare and wholesome 
looks

Why can't adults be like kids? They 
surely have a lot to leam from them. 
Instead of jumping straight into bed 
with the first guy who smiles at you. 
why not flirt with him? The 
friendship^) might be more reward­
ing than that one-night stand. It is bet-

> be friends first before moving on 
jacherous grounds.

,n-.e with any new device there
hove more 
fun!
^hy bed-bop when you 
can have a ufe . f/me
of eye-talk, longing 

and friendship.
Mubo Okosun „

w°rld WU certain!- 
irtn U more people 
card their sluliy suits 
put on the garb ol flirts. Just 
like blondes are said to 

„ ?orelun because
ol their lllahty nature, flirts, too. can 
usually swing things in their layout

Anyone would rather do business 
with someone who has a •

can easily pick out a flirt m a crowd 
She is the one with the languid stare, 
seductive smile or a ringing laugh, 
you see. she is m love with lUe that she 
can't let slip any opportunity to show it.

By flirting. 1 don't mean indiscrimi- 
i note bed-hopping or an irrepressible 
urge to change partners as you 
change your undies Why ruin a life- 

' time of eye-talk, deep friendship with 
a dive between the sheets? Many 
women have ruined otherwise beau- 

i tiful relationships (flirting) by injecting 
J bedroom scenes into it. Only for them 
to find that the knight snores in his. 
sleep, has smelly feet or grinds his 
teeth in his sleep

Flirting here means a massage of 
someone’s sagging spirits. More like 
bringing light into a dark room. Or. 
kissing through a glass barrier. Flirting 
is like ice cream after a meal - sooth­
ing. sweet and soft.

If you want to acquire the knack of 
I flirting why not watch children at play. 
' They are natural flirts as they have not 
jyet acquired the artificial barriers 
[ adults pick up in their teens. A tiny tot
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Just like with any new device there 
are certain rules that have to be ob­
served for a successful flirting. Don't 
flirt in plunging necklines or transpa­
rent clothings On no account should 
you fondle your partner in crime Mind 
you. we’re rubbing minds not bodies 
Flirt with your brain. Dig up those witty 
anecdotes, rare wisecracks and col­
lege jokes. Double him over with your 
wry sense of humour or your photo­
graphic brain. You can still pass on 
the message that here is an attractive, 
intelligent person without drooling

Also, don't Insist on flirting at every 
occasion When there are so many 
'dry* people around. Remember flirts 
gravitate towards each other. If you 
have not yet sighted a kindred spirit, 
it is better to keep your jokes for 
another day Because, some people 
are just not good at flirting

Especially, those who could mis-ln- 
terpret your friendliness to mean an 
invitation to nocturnal pastimes. Such 
guys usually perceive women as 
purely sexual oblects that they can't 
waste time flirting with them. For them, 
women are either wives or whores. No ___ _____ _____
in-between roles It only they could and outfit is the cheapt 
take flirting at its face value they world 
would add more years to their lives

Children are bom flirts

And acquire sure springs in their steps. I 
Here's how to flirt lustily |

Eye-talk: Remember the saying that 
eyes are the windows of the soul. 
Eyes can travel faster than any fac­
simile machine In a crowded 
room you can flirt successfully with 
your eyes. If ydu have spotted the 
right guy. turn away from him for 
about two minutes even if you can 
feel his eyes behind your back 
Then turn around and give him the 
boldest stare A brief smile, then 
switch off again. Repeat this sev­
eral times and watch him slide to­
wards you

tugbter: It diffuses any dangerous 
situation You are on your way to 
becoming friends U you can make 
each other laugh. Laughter is like 
a vitamin pill, in fact it is an antl-de- 
pressant If mounting bills can’t 
make you laugh with your part­
ner, why can't you let down your 
hairs with other people You might 
even trade survival hints these 
'sappy' times

Just friends: It is not usually wise to 
extend your friendship into other 
areas. That interesting guy you 
keep running into could turn into a 
bore when a love affair is on He 
could turn into a nag or a selfish 
son of a gun. Remain just friends 
and let him light up your life tor 
brief moments.

Go back to school: Apart from chil­
dren. other natural flirts are our 
celebrities See how they play to the 
paparazzls. No matter their sag­
ging derrieres, troubled marriages' 
or larger than life problems they 
still find a smile for the lens

Which is the message really, find 
time to flirt even when you are down 

>est tonic in the
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Said

— Anatole France

— Plutarch

death

— John Patrick

— Robert Frost

Napoleon Bonaparte

— Petrarch

Vengeance
is Peter

Juvenal
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milestones

r surveillance of 
-government ac-

f Is Theo Vincent, 
tor of the book, A

— Anonymous

PEOPLE who have no faults are terrible; 

there is no way of taking advantage of 
them.

— Mane Curie 

Who fears being conquered is sure of 

defeat.

Democracy is a s\ 

mination. It's the right 
choice.

ige of 76 the United Arab 
b President and Prime

system of self-deter- 
it to make the wrong

«... bubbles

DEMOCRACY is good. I say this be­

cause other systems are worse.
— Jawaharlal Nehru

DEMOCRACY is only a dream: it should 

be put in the same category as Arcadia, 
Santa Claus, and Heaven.

— H.L Mencken

His only fault is that he has none. [
— Pliny the Eider

ThERE is nothing I'm afraid of like 

scared people.

— Frankhn Delauo Roosevelt

IT takes all sorts to make a world
— English Proverb

Sameness is the mother of disgust;, 

variety the cure.

T0 find a fault is easy, to do better may 

be difficult.

By the U.S 
s a flve-

THE only thing we have to fear is fear 

itself.

cons 'S 'nfinite success,on of Pros and

has no foresight
— Napoleon Bonaparte 

PevenGE is the ab/ect pleasure of an 

abject mind.

NOTHING in life is to be feared, it is 

only to be understood.

Minister, Sheikh Rashid Bln 
Al'maktoum
KILLED: In boundary dispute are 11 
persons with several others wounded 
The bloody dispute was between the 
Jukun and the Tiv communities in 
Wukari local government of Gongola 
State
CHALLENGED: By the Civil Liberties 
Organisation (CLO) the decision by 
the National Electoral Commission 
(NEC) to conduct the December 8 
local government elections by open 
ballot The organisation is asking the 
court to stop the AFRC irom giving 
legal backing to the NEC's decision 
by decree or in any other form.
LEGALISED; The controversial na­
tional guard President Babangida 
gave his blessing to a document es­
tablishing it warning that government 
is determined to head off further 
breakdown of law and order in the 
country.

j Compiled by Amanze Obi

I LIKE a friend better for having faults 

that one can talk about him.
— William Hazhtt

PASSED; By the U.S House of Repre­
sentatives a five-year 500 billlon-dol- 
lar Deficit reduction package. A tem­
porary spending bill has been ap­
proved to restart the government.
STARTED: Exchange of goods and 
services between Kenya and South Af­
rica Serious discussions on trade and 
investments are going on between 
industrialists and businessmen of the 
two countries
MARCHED: About 2,000 people in the 
pacific Northwest city of Portland. Ore­
gon. in memory ot an Ethiopian man 
beaten to death by 'skinheads,' and 
to denounce racism on the eve of a 
civil trial arising from the attack 
CLOSED. By Iraq Kuwait's airport to 

for 'technical reasons.' 
saty which will return 
1 official sovereignty 

signed by foreign 
o German States and

I powers of Britain, Fr­
it Union and the United

1 trial arisi
>SED; By 1 . 

civilian traffic fc 
RATIFIED: A tree 
Germany to full 
The treaty was s 
ministers ot the two i 
the tour allied 
ance. the Soviet . .. 
States in Moscow. 
CONDEMNED: To death police 
sergeant. Eric Koto for killing and rob- 
Ding by a Bauchi firearms and rob­
bery tribunal He was found guilty of 
robbing and killing one Inusa 
Amadu of his motorbike in December 
1987
SHUNNED: By Governor Abdulkarlm 
Adlsa of Oyo State red-carpet recep­
tion The Governor who is on a state 
wide tour of local government coun­
cils of the state warned the chairmen 
against wasting money on elaborate 
window-dressing welcome cere­
mony
INDICTED: Libya and Burkina Faso 
by the Liberian Interim President Dr 
Amos Sawyer, tor supplying arms to 
Charles Taylor rebels The Libyan and 
Burkinabe support, he said, has put 
ECOMOG in a difficult position 
RAISED. By Presidential fiat the 
people s Bank loan for the poor by 150 
percent to N5.000 00 At a People s 
Forum to mark the bank's one y--------'
operation, president Ibrahim Be 
gida directed its national co-or- 
dinator, Mrs Marla Sokenu to increase 
the N2.00000 loanable amount The 
minimum amount remained N50 00 
SACKED: South Korean defence 
minister and military intelligence 
chief by the president Roh Tae-Woo 
The sack was in a bld to calm public 
anger over military 
politicians and antt-{ 
Uvlsts.
DIED Attheag 
Emirates Vice

Adqjumo..... oirthday cheers
O 51. on Friday, is Jerome Ola Aina. 
Chartered Accountant, and fellow. In­
stitute of Chartered Accountants of 
Nigeria
O 51. also on Friday
Professor and co-editc. .

year of selection of African poetry.

° 52 on FndaY 05 weU is Ibiwoye Joseph 
Afolabi. Jurist, and Judge, High Court 
of Kwara State
o 47 on Tuesday is Abiose Adenike. Pro­
fessor. and fellow. Medical College of 
Ophthalmology
• 44 on Saturday is Peter Edem Ak 
painyang. Administrator, and Direc­
tor-General, Cabinet Office, Akwa 
Ibom State
•“ 45 on Sunday is Babatunde Adewale 
Adejumo, linguist, educationist and 
Life Patron. Nigerian Tennis Associa- 
tlon 
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othing exalts like the 
celebration of success 
In its one year of spirited 
operation, the People s 
Bank of Nigeria PBN 
appears to have made 

tkfneSS fQS n° °ne darec* hope 

tested credibility of its target group, as 
well as the residual uncertainty of the 
Nigerian environment what would be-

Stories by Chudi Okoye & Dan Onwukwe
come of the novel idea had been any- 

>dy's guess It was therefore with a 
eat measure of exhilaration that the 
ink's officials mounted its first year 

anniversary celebrations last week.
The invitation card had said this was 

going to be nothing other than a 
lorum Haraiy anything in its cold 
print suggested the fanfare attending 
PBN's bash last Tuesday at Tafawa 
Balewa Square. Lagos

There was a full complement of gov­
ernmental presence Everybody that 
mattered in government was there, 
apparently, to relish this moment of 
history The president himself and his 
wife. Maryam, came in with all the 
flourish of their exalted realm On the 
first couple s trail were several minis­
ters. directors general and top notch- 
ers of various state governments. Trad­
itional rulers from various domains 
obviously as custodian's ot PBN's im­
mediate constituency, were in majes­
tic attendance There were many 
other non-chiefly dignataries. among 
them diplomats and slaunchmen of 
the private sector

It was clearly a moment of triumph 
for common people for whom the 
bank was created and on whose be- , 
half this occasion was arranged They 
too rose quite stoutly to the occasion 
There were delegations of PBN loan 
oenencianes from all the states and 
Abuja These beneficiaries had been 
invited to display products of their 
businesses which the bank s loans had 
enabled them put together And they 
came in their numbers - artisans, farm­
ers. petty traders, the real rump of so­
ciety All around the sprawling ex­
panse of TBS lheir products stood in 
eager display - food crops, tools, and 
manufactured goods

Throughout the duration of the offi­
cial ceremony and long after the au­
gust entourage had departed. TBS 
throbbed with human motion There 
was a huge dose of cultural colour as 
several dancing groups, asked in from

’I/'
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answered prayers?
Some beneficiaries say it could 

well be!

lay for 
irs. Syl-

• to 
Each 

‘M, he 
that

■re 5S
--‘t want "**“ 

jelieve

" Sundc 
ee year 
has gone 
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he told ISM, 

parish th
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< his own busi- 
lacksmilh But

hall as much ag-‘ 
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common people k 
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But the forum (more appropriately

A burden of

_____________
fair) was not all about pomp and re­
velry There was also a heavy injection 
of commerce Many beneficiaries 
who displayed their goods said they 
got instant business proposition. Others 
claimed they had made some sales 
But without doubt those who gained 
most from the fair were vendors of 
food drinks and assorted items. They, 
used the occasion to pull in tremend­
ous business

This was surely a day for common 
people. It didn’t matter that hundreds

of them who Journeyed from distant 
places to hobnob with the big men' 
were not allowed past the heavily 
guarded gates of TBS. It did not matter 
that many who came in the hope of 
making sales failed to attract patron 
age. Nor did it matter that some of the 
goods on display were not actually Of 
PBN - financed enterprise.

All was fair and good on this day 
that common people had a peep Of 
the grand stand.

early every 
the past three 
vester Eze I.
church in Enu< 
Sunday. 1 
begs the 

operates a credit facility 
bers for a loan to sei up b 
ness Eze Is a trained bit 
the managers o! the credit union are 
preoccupied with what they know 
how best to do jot down the naira 
coming in and out and send handwrit­
ten letters to members about tardy 
payments For those three years, he 
has home with considerable poise 
and good humour a terrible burden

But a few kilometers away in Chime 
Avenue. New Haven, Enugu stands a 
bank - People's Bank of Nigeria 
Housed in a sprawling one-storey 
building, the bank processess transac- 

ively for the needy whose 
itrements are small and 
.lateral to give for conven­

tional bank credit Eze quickly 
applied for N2.000 through Otu Ofu- 
Obi, a 15-member communal group 
His prayers were answered in 
November. 1989 when the bank 
granted him a loan of N700 00 

Though far short of his target.
manageable' he says, to set i 
own business. Last week Eze's • 
this past one year seemed resound­
ingly rewarded He became one of 
the three most resourceful loanees of 
the People's Bank And tor maximally 
utilising his loan. Eze was presented 
with a certificate of merit to show lor 
his efforts

And in Mushin. Lagos the burden on 
Olalekan Yusuph seems more than 
words can adequately describe 
Yusuph. 30. is disabled, but believes
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distant states, thrilled the audience 
with their alluring moves Bands of be­
neficiaries also drew peals of 
applause-as they rambled past in 
march formations to salute the ac­
tuators of their good fortune. When it 
was announced that the maximum 
loanable amount had been increased 

igain, the drums beat 
npels blared, and the 

leapt in an instant

able’ - Yusuph (tor -that was what 
many called him) beamed 
with smiles as he received a certificate 
of merit from Maryam Babangida as 
one of the three most resourceful bor­
rowers of the bank's loan.

ii seemea. it was an a iourden ot 
answered prayers for most of the reci 

. , . mAnns of llveli- PIents last week In Abuja. Aishatu
15 han^lcaPP _ fnnnd through Gamadi is holding forth on her occu- 

hn°°odu ,̂dmX "eSb

Deciding on all ay noted nobody 0ree borrow me money But
N800 00 he People's Bank ’bailed' her out of her 

for shoe making week financial straits In May this year, she
borrowed Irom the PBN Last weeK. gQ| g p| N60Q /upplemGnl (he 

one she already had And one month 
after, she was able to complete the 

| repayment. Including the 5 per cent 
V | interest rate And now. she shuttles 
T : from Abuja to Kaduna to sell her

4 weaved cloths.
v Jw These are some of the rags-to- 
' > riches' stones TSM ran into last week

during the first year anniversary ot the 
People's Bank in Lagos. PBN. a product 
ot populist moment is a borrowed in­
novation from countries like 
Bangladesh. India and Germany 
where it's operated as credit unions 
to serve workers who had difficulty ob­
taining loans from banks Indeed, in 
these countries ’People's Banks' are 
non-profit cooperatives that make 
small consumer loani to people with 
a "common bond," such as members 
ot club or congregation who under­
stand themselves.

In fact, when the first branch of the 
bank was opened in Ajegunle 
(Lagos) October 3. last year, its ability 
to address the problem ot the needy 
was very much in doubt.

As President Babangida said last 
week in Lagos "such scepticisms about 
the bank becoming another avenue 
for corrupt enrichment worried me 
too' Which was perhaps why for three 
months (Oct—Dec 89) lhe bank opera 
ated merely on experiment basis' 
with only 20 branches nation wide 
through a 10 - member implementa-
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Alter his seconder 
promptly despatc. 
ticeship in an elec*-

jady he is in 
eks to repay' 

ekly rate of N105. To date he 
i able t<? pay tor only six weeks, 
a clear 44 weeks. With his 
date coming up only 24 

way (March 1991) there's a 
se of default. And worse is that 

-t something dramatic happens, 
joy just can't pay.

.  at the end of its first yec 
People's Bank recorded 87 pe 
repayment rate on its loans i«i

y 1989 Jlde Ogunmosu 
could no longer contain 
the anguish. He was 
thoroughly fed up with 
life, and was on the 
verge of doing some­

thing really crazy
Jide Is a 25-year-old marvel. Right 

from his days at Adeola Odutola Col­
lege. Ijebu-Ode he had shown great 
talent for the esoteric science ot elec­
tricity. While still in secondary school, 
and while his peers exuberantly in­
dulged their adolescent fancies, Jide 
was trying to unravel the mysteries of 
electrical energy. He would pick 
gadgets and for hours on end fiddle 
with the confounding mesh of wires 
and receptacles. Jide was obsessed, 
and soon nis efforts began to pay oil. 
For in his final year at school, only 
barely emerging from his teen age. 
the boy had started to fabricate 
gadgets of his own.

Jary school. Jide was 
-tched for appren- 
jctrical workshop. But

First thing the boy did was to register 
his business, to stave off customs offi­
cials who had been at his neck tor il­
legal manufacture. What remained of 
lhe loan was thrown into actual pro­
duction.

So far the boy has produced three 
units of what he calls All System Musi­
cal Set - an adaptation of the all-inclu­
sive conventional set. He has also pro­
duced three sets of musical equipment 
comprising turntable, radio deck 
booster, amplifier and speakers But 
now. Jide can't produce any more. He 
has run out of money. And worse, he 
can not even pay back the People's 
BCJide'saproblem is complicated. He 
can t sell his products in an all comers 
market when he hasn't obtained a pa­
tent for them The boy says he needs 
an additional N 10.000 to explore 
further and secure patent rights He 
has written the Science and Technol­
ogy Minister. M K.O Abiola. Otunba 
Michael Balogun. Ebenezer Obey 

 _.  and others. Not a word of reply has 
it wasn t long before he realised that been heard except regrets from Obey 
the crummy workshop in downtown And yet. without additional assist- 
’**bu Ode was too small for his ambi- ance. Jide says he can't pay back the 

Peoples Bank loan. AlrecJ" u~ " 
default. He needs 50 weel 
on a wee! 
has been c 
leaving 
maturity 
weeks awe 
clear case. 
except 
the boy

jar, the 
cent 

; puts 
„... is lhe 

national coordinator of the bank, 
Maria Sokenu. says, the 13 per cent is 
not completely lost, there is reason to 
worry, especially m light of lhe 150 per 
cent increase in loan ceiling. Sokenu 
says she believes peer pres — 
help improve repayment pr 
mg the example of how the j 
a beneficiary (who died will 
paying) sold his cows to redeem the 
debt. Sokenu also believes that with 
the spectre of Decree 22 staring de­
faulters in the face, there can be no 
cause lor alarm.

Good enough, but the question is 
given the peculiar circumstance ol 
the target group, as exampled by Jide 
Ogunmosu's case, how far should the | 
law bare its langs?

1 by Tai Solarin 
today, the op- 

figures from the bank is still 50 
1 its projected figure for 1990 

; at last week, the bank has disbursed 
100m as loans to 121,000 be­

neficiaries, out of the total N240 so far 
given to it by the federal government.

That, al least, for now is the success 
story of the bank. But the PBN, going by 
what TSM gathered from its recipients 
and managers, seems to have raised 
some troubling questions and prob­
lems of its own The current weekly re­
payment is one area that worries the 
recipients. One of them told TSM, for 
the bank s new-vigour to cany It farther 
towards lessening the burden of bor­
rowers. the weekly repayment ar­
rangement should be scrapped and 
in its place a monthly repayment ar­
rangement. From hind-sight, said 
another beneficiary, the bank's offi­
cials don't carry a thorough investiga­
tion into a borrower s occupation - to 
see if he could pay back and when i 
due. This lapse TSM understands, is 
partly responsible lor the 13 per cent | 
rate of default the bank claimed it 
recorded this past year.

As the bank stretches its lending rate 
to N5.000 00 (which we understand is 
part of the N40m earmarked for it this 
fiscal year). Bata Musa, the bank's co­
ordinator m charge of Abuja. 1' 
and Kwara told TSM that the prot 
of mobility must be addressed b} 
bank if its goals must be fully rec 
‘From my own experience in 
states.' he said ‘many peoj 
need the bank's credit facilities cannot 
be reached because there's no access 
to the remote village where they live' 

That is not all Beneficiaries also 
complain about the bank's require­
ment that calls for a minimum of ten 
people and a maximum of 15 before 

I a loan could be considered. That re- 
I quirement they say is often difficult to 
I meet The wish list of some of them 
I doesn't stop there Some still complain I 
I that the new lending liquidity of 

N5.000 00 is still inadequate to success­
fully carry out a viable business ven­
ture.

But Tai Solarin is unreef 
request. ‘That request. I must say is 
near impossible,' he says, adding that 
the derisive sobriquet ‘Nigerian factor' 
will make the bank look like a father 
Christmas which it is not. ‘What we're 
trying to do here.' he told TSM' is to 
help the poor who don't have the col­
lateral to borrow from commercial 
banks to set up 
with minimal f

lhe crummy workshop 
Ijebu Ode was too smaE 
tions. And so Jide broke loose

For a number of years, lhe boy kept 
exploring, expenmenting. And con­
stantly fabricating. He tried his hands 
at manufacturing or reassembling radio 
cassette players, stereo amplifiers, 
musical boosters, electric cookers, TV 
sets, lighting sets and a whole range 
of other electrical products. He suc­
cessfully packaged a wide-range of 
products and was already thinking of 
his own invention. People's Bank recorded 87 per i

But finance was a problem repayment rate on its loans This 
Everywhere Jide took his case to he default at 13 per cent. Although, as I 
ran into an unyielding stonewall. Al! 
he got was enthusiastic acclaim and 
benign words of encouragement

However just when Jide thought all 
was lost. President Ibrahim Baban- 
gida established the People's Bank. 
For many months Jide watched as 
people applied and actually got the 
loan. So he decided to apply.

One thing however bugged him. He 
had heard the maximum loanable 
amount was N2.000. Indeed, many ol 
the beneficiaries he knew got no more 
than N 1.500. Yet this amount was trif­
le for a venture such as he was into. 
So he talked with People's Bank offi­
cials They were convinced his case 
was exceptional. In the end Jide was 
given N5.000.
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Super V 
Visco-Static

4 Litres - *40.00
1 Litres - *11.00 Ex Lagos.

jh speed, high 
,ring

I is specifically blended to meet the 
trol engine specifications injubrication 
>gy.

Which is 
commcrc 
stress of

Super V 
latest petr 
tochnolog

Super V — the multi grade 20W — 50 viscosity, 
bigh quality lubricant that gives your engine 
the best protection ever

why your cars and heavy duty 
rcial vehicles can cope with the severe

• Long distance, high 
temperature motori

• Go-slow, short-trip operation
• Stop-and start, taxi-type driving

For lower oil consumption and sound 
performance get the best protection for your 
engine with Super V
SUPER V - NEVER TOO THIN

- NEVER TOOTHICK
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years of 
show-biz

lion that _r 
Alam, the tec 
the secret
Mojekwu

By Dan Onwukwe
tiler Mojekwu is ex 
cited and obviously 
pleased The father 
and artistic director 
of the Mojekwu - five 
is elated that his 

has just celebrated a decade 
"/ ‘That we 
in show biz 
’* is some- 
■link it's an

/group ______
I in the entertainment Industry 
I have survived a decade in 
las one closely knit family." 
thing to celebrate, and I thir

I achievement in itself'
I What's thrilling about the group
I how the children have been able 
[combine effectively entertainment 
' with their studies. In an exclusive inter­
view with the group last week. TSM 
was let into the secrets behind the thril-

the 19-year-old lad. *we don’t allow 
our interest in show biz to interrupt our 
studies.* Every day. he says, ‘We spend 
7 hours on our studies and 2 hours in 
training and rehearsals We don't see 
ourselves as extra ordinary people' 
Being able to combine studies with en­
tertainment, he says is because‘show 
business is in our Dlooa and we owe 
it all to our parents, particularly our 
father.' His role in the group he told 
TSM Is to make the group a positive 
entertainment force in Nigeria

It’s easy to see where the Mojekwu-5 
got their many interests. It was all in 
the parent's blood stream. Their father 
is a seasoned acrobat, dancer, flutist, 
singer and drummer who acquired 
his diverse skills during his 22 years 
sojourn tn Ghana through association 
with various cultural and acrobatic 
groups, supervised by reputable ex­
perts in Ghana And their mother. 
Mercy, a Ghanaian was an ac­
complished dancer in her prime. But 
mummy doesn't dance any more 
Even if the Mojekwu family can't 
change the entire face of entertain­
ment in Nigeria. Miller says he has 
shown that the family group can work 
wonders through their ‘magical' per­
formances on stage

And like the saying that ‘happiness 
is never complete until you share it 
with someone else,' their decade on 
show biz marked last Sunday was a 
celebration of their great experience 
in entertainment and a time to reach 
out to the needy

ler that has become the Mojekwu fam­
ily, and what makes them stand shoul­
ders and head above other families 
in Nigeria

Miller Mojekwu told TSM that he’s a 
strong believer in teaching children 
to love music He never, he says, 
pushes his children to follow his 
footsteps. A child he says should learn 
music and acrobatics just as he learns 
writing and arithmetic But three of his 
sons want to be musicians and two ot 
his daughters say they want to be a 
pilot and a physician respectively

The Mojekwu • 5 (as they are popu­
larly called) told TSM that music is the 
most natural activity for a human 
being and it should be a part ot every­
day life At their spacious residence 
on Oyetubo Street. Ikeja. there are 
dozens ot wonderful musical video 
tapes lor the children to learn from. 
And the children are learning and 
mimicking the dance steps and body 
movements of famous artists so per­
fectly. Take for instance. Chukwuma. 
the filth in the Mojekwu family Chuk­
wuma dances very much like Michael 
Jackson and mimicks every footstep 
ot the American megastar No wonder 
he is called the ‘Alncan Michael 
Jackson'

How is the Mojekwu-5 been able to 
combine their studies with their in­
terests m entertainment? This is a ques­
tion that agitates many minds. But 

sader of the group tells TSM 
behind their success. Says 
still strong at 10
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„d widens Immensely 
self les ol motives For Ct 
>re becomes an expression of 
1 up inner feelings which she 
''me from God.

itlng collection of 
plration which she 
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iptly describes it as 
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'hinze. art

expression 
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That restless drive made her to study 
Fine and Applied Arts at the University 
of Nig®r'a- Nsukka. majoring in paint­
ing- While on campus she continued 
to keep the glow on when in 1985 she 
participated in a group exhibition that 
attracted a large audience And since 
after graduation, she has gone places, 
having taken part in exhibitions in

Ch?e s of expression Even no ' 
26' h°Pes ,o 9° ln,° ,llm Ft m .- Action in the future ‘I know that im 

t- £ood with the camera and I've thte 
■ Ieelin9 that needs to be trans­

ited into the screen Each day. that 
Dner feeling grows stronger'

*t s easy to see where Chinze got her 
rnany interests. Her father's side of the 
family is steeped in the art With aJot 
o artistic talent running loose, the artist 
discovered herself very early in m® 
As a child. Chinze was brimming with 
sketches with and on every available 
space, fashioning out things like ear- 
rings,bangles and simple jewelry from 
disused metals It was an exhilarating 
moment of her life

As she grew older, she started creat­
ing patterns on dresses. Much later she 
found an outlet In brush and paint.

T0
fingers of gold

Born with a silver spoof 
... Chi nze 's ’in spiral i of 

of the Ages’ was het 
bottled up inner 

feelings and 
reality of 

society-
New York (1987) and Los Angeles 
(USA) in 1988

By the time the 6-day exhibition 
ended penultimate Friday the dig­
nitaries which include her parents. Eze 
U E D and J C Orjih, Moshood Abiola 
(Concord Press Chairman). Everest 
Ofoegbu. (Chairman Namsa Group of 
Companies) Enc Opia. and G N 
Hamza. - all agreed that the little 
gifted bird is well on her way to the 
top. And the sky is her limit.

he little wee bird with 
patrician face perches on 
the Oak tree. With the pass­
age of time, her environ­
ment begins to condition 
her moods through a rich­

ness of romantic creativity She found 
she has a vision as well as a commit­
ment to her society She looks heaven­
ward and says she needs nobody to 
leH her about what she has seen She 
has been inspired An inspiration to 
express herself and her society in con­
crete forms She decides to put them 
Into paintings.

For six days on end last week, the 
main lounge of the Sheraton Hotel 
(Lagos) was as usual elegantly laid - 
sparkling glass, glistening silver, fine 
china - all arranged around wine and 
ham • a seasonal delicacy But the 
people present paid scant attention to 
either setting or food One thing rive- 
tted their attention the array of paint­
ings. By an artist with fingers of Gold 
Chinze Orjih

Chlnze's Hh 
paintings is an insj 
says has grov 
Which is why 
inspiration 
the held 
the spec 
therefor 
bottled 
sal’s come
Jake for Instance, the minstrels, inspi­

ration. echoes from within, cultural ties - 
all are outlets to express that inner vib­
ration and the engagement of societal 
realities. Her other works like the pil­
grims. communications, the politician 
and the rural woman (Ohl one wished 
the rural woman was there) were bold 
attempts by the artist to restore the 
human dignity with a natural imagery 
via social realism The result is Chinze's 
conception of herself and her society- 
painted in concrete forms througn her 
various media of used metals, wood 
backs, oil on canvass, moulding paste 
and acrylic on board

Though the artist restrains herself 
from interpreting her different moods 
as displayed in her works, that, of 
course is deliberate. Reason inspira­
tion Is relative Says Chinze. 'every­
mans Inspiration is fixed to him and 
no amount of description will distort 
IL what you see is what you get

Nonetheless, what could be 
gleaned and generalised from the 
artist's work are the semantics of 
beauty, colours, name and age And 
tier beauty, al least, speaks of her 
work As she explains to TSM 'what I've 
tried to do is to express myself in beau-
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jy that wnen love comes 
> order of the day.

the 
younger mon, 

poor woman.
y girl, fanatical worker. Name It,

philanthropy For |
, llllonalre goes he I
with his limitless 11 

'where work of art Is or- 
rlty venture Is happening’. 
of Obubu Umuohlo told 

con count on my patronage’. 
' sy and writing 

of fashion.
soy somewhere that the haves 

to their bucks or take from the

Anyone should think twice about attending 
any seminor, workshop, launching at Com­
merce House, Victorio Island, logos. The air- 

nrmne nw- condition system Is out of this world. It Is 
r chillingly cold. Even when you put on yout^ 

votout taZ sk"t 5ult 'w 9et 9°°“
R good number of the guests at a recent 

workshop organised by "women Concerned" 
were so glad when breaktime was an­
nounced. Vou should have seen the long 
queue for coffee and tea. Everyone shunned 
punch, water and other cold drinks. Some 
merely wrapped their palms round their 
steam Ing mugs for huge doses of body heat

Rlasl If not for the line-up of fine papers 
many people would have disappeared be­
cause of the chill. So. when next on IV drops 
on yur desk for a seminar < 
a top coat, you might find

LUhRT manner of man. If we may ask can 
at this sappy times spend N70.000 to fete 
media executives Just on the spot. Invest 
N150,000 In publicity blitz and over N200 mil­
lion In a project he hopes to be the American 
Disney land In Nigeria, and yet get little pa­
tronage?

Go and ask Ben Ikeakor, managing director 
of lelsureland Promotions what was responsi­
ble for the low turn out at his Independence 
music carnival last week. Was It high gate 
fee of (N20), sabotage, calibre of artistes 
recruited or sheer ill-luck? We advise him to 
go to 7Up bottling company for tutorial les­
sons on show biz. _ _ ___

SOMEONE should please educate Houwc 
Funtua Mohammed about the Job definition 
of a moderator. Perhaps the excitement of 
holding a microphone and being In charge 
got to her two Fridays ago. She kept on Inject­
ing her personal experiences and bored the 
audience to no end.

The occasion was the two-doy discouse 
session on "Thirty years of Nigerian Woman. 
Hauwo hugged the mike to herself when she 
should have only encapsulated the remarts 
of earlier speo«ers.

To others who ore In the dork, a moderator 
job starts and ends with the introduction d 
guess, speokes and the monitoring or the 
trend of discussions. In short, she chiefly mod­
erates welll (apologies to member chief. Jcry 
Gone) not commondcer the occasion.

Do you know that Franco Rfegbuo. ex-seno- 
tor. beautician, fashion pacesetter• iso 
pounds millionaire. Remember we said po 
not Naira. Multiply that FEM style and y 
hove millions of Naira. Affable Afe9bu°‘je”*‘ 
dedared her assets recently at Mandators 
album launching. .

Recording to her. the organises should nd 
badger her for donations os her preset 
alone Is worth more than a million POun0S-

She quipped that organises should court 
themselves lucky If she decides to honou 
their occasions with her presence. We 
thought you should know this so tho Y 
don’t go carrying a tray where Rfegbua 
holding court.

Didn't they s 
will hold on tc 
have-nots.

Ufoegbu ... Father Xmas

Everest Ofocgbu may win an award this 
year. Not a national award In the sense you 
think. But on award for 
everywhere the young mil 
dazzles audiences 
generosities. 'Rnywf 
ganlsed. or a charity 
the Isi Bu Mba c 
STRRDUST. ’you 
No wonder he’s doling out money 
off bills like It will soon go out <

But we wonder why the committee to save 
Charity Rgbaku (the beauty queen who hod 
an odd poured on her by her former boy 
friend) Is groping In the dark on how to rake 
In money to save the dying lady, maybe they 
have not yet got the eos of Everest Ofoegbu. 
Or Is beauty reconstruction not a work of art?

UJhcn love comes calling, age, status, tribe, 
religious considerations fly out of the window. 
That Is why we now hove men and women 
coupling across the generations. Older 
woman, younger mon, older n 
mon, rjch mon, poor woman, laya^-., 
boss, work-shy girl, fanatical worker. Nome it. 
we hove it
But you know Stardust can never fall to bring 
you the latest chapter In this on-going series. 
Well, our guy has left home, friends, family to 
pitch tent with his woman. Their new home 
Is a classy hotel In logos. R high-brow fashion 
house Is their body. They have abandoned Jour­
nalism for this. Anyway, that’s not the news. 
The gist Is that he has now adopted his 
woman's religion

Dldn twe say 
colling Christian is the
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Clay: Now a no-go area for Nigerian giris
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Clay (5 
Odede

jeria's
Ing promoter 
f from local 
en looked at

*mpo
him t
Clay
Untor

sened to him 
t that letter

Konyegwachie. Jerry Okorodudu and B j
Charles Nwokolo. returned from .the 1 ! 

geles Olympics in 1984, got their ?| J 
and took oft to America in t

Hunter Clay believes 
that only a white 

girlfriend can 
help him to win 

the world boxing title 
when he goes to

I dolors
the Pillar of Sports in Africa himself. 
Chief Moshood Abiola, who. Clay 
claimed, is virtually his clansman

(whose real name is Tajudeen 
deyi) halls from Agbole Arowo 

Eyin in Ogun State
Having tried in vain to get in touch 

with the generous chief and failed sev­
eral times. Clay stole into the reception 
train of the silver winning Flying 

lot has happened to him Eagles of the Saudi '89 fame to Chief 
since he got that letter Abiola's house As the rece 
This was the kind of letter ended. Clay obsequiously Inche 
he has watted for in 11 
years but waited tn vatn 

While he waited, Peter

Charles Nwokc 
Los Angeles Oly

search of professional lucres If these 
people got lucky because they were 
Olympians, what about Joe Laslsi who, 
after scrapping around as a street 

J boxer, got lucky and smashed 
^Okorodudu’’ He went on to win the Af- 
jrican Boxing Union light heavyweight 
jchampionship held by Lottie Mwale 
io! Zambia Laslsi even got a chance 
|lo grab the world title, but flunked it, 
Jlhe dummy

Even though he won the ABU welter­
weight lllle, defended it, rellngulshed 
ii and went on to win the African mid­
dle weight crown in October 1988. a 

j Mie he has defended several times 
and still holds up till today, Hunter Clay 

| al Nigeria still failed to get anyone in­
vested to help’ hirn^go abroad to 
'ake a potshot at the world crown, 
'•’namdi Moweta. Nigeria's US— 
'•ased professional boxin* 
'ho look Lasisi away 
j'-bscurity, has never ever 
raj before

What else to do'’ He went begging 
[fr.d the person he approached was

1 ^SUNDAY MAGAZINE. OCTOBER 21. 1990

ward into Abiola's presence and with 
a solicitous smile, introduced himself.

E le sir, I am Hunter Clay. Tajudeen 
Odedeyi'from ...' The Chief, glancing 
impatiently at his watch cut in.

"Yes. I know you. but 1 have a very 
important appointment now', and left

to Join his invited guests. Stung.
I came back to resume his game 
>rtunately. no opponent of reason­

able box-office rating has come for­
ward in recent times to spoil for a fight, 
even when promoters are willing to 
stage a show, as they do once in a 
long, blue while

Finally. Billy Famous, another Nige­
rian US-based boxer, was able to con­
vince a boxing manager, Donald 
Harewood to take a chance on Clay 
Harewood recently wrote Clay and 
proposed a 4-year contract, promis­
ing to send in money for necessary ar­
rangements for the African champion
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"Abio/a shunned me"

ipion is looking 
to the million <

Mhehumiliat*”' 
a's open disi>>«

1 by his age 
It is not too 

■one among 
....______ ____________ j still around
Even those who came after me have 
faded, and yet I am still the best in 
Africa Nothing is going to stop me 
now'

white woman. Rusty Blair He started 
the Kakanfo Babes, now run by Sim 
biat Abiola. The team placed third ir 
the female super league. *1 will nevei 
forget that man. Eruteya'

One good reason why the African 
champion is looking forward so ea­
gerly to the million dollars is to wipe 
away the humiliating memory of 
Abiola's open disinterest to his 
lem.

*1 am the only Ogun State indigene 
who has won an African boxing title', 
he lamented J^Y achievement is 
Chief Abiola's achievement. He gives 
help to people from other parts of the 
country, even foreigners Imagine, he 
•even gave money to Roger Milla, bul 
his own townsman who is an African 
champion, he shunned Anyway. I 
won’t say anything now All I know is 
that I am going to win for Ogun Stale 
and Nigeria what Dick Tiger and 
Hogan Kid Bassey won for their states 
and Nigeria'

Tajudeen is not bothered 
which he puts al 27 years. ' 
late because I am the only < 
my contemporaries who is •

to go to the USA if Clay accepted the 
deal

Since he got that letter Tajudeen s 
spnnging walk has become jauntier 
Street urchins and louts who hang 
around the National Stadium now tag 
behind him hailing him "wort shamp- 
ion" any time he makes a particularly 
heavy reference to his intended ex­
ploits in America About seven ol them 
stood around attentively as Clay 
poured his heart out to TSM Sporting 
just outside the boxing gym of the Na­
tional Stadium

As he unfolded his America gai 
plan, he sounded like a man in a 
licious trance

'When I go to America. I promise 
Nigeria and myself three things 1 will 
win the world middleweight crown, 
make a million dollars and marry 
white woman whom I will bring dow

I to Nigeria1'
Let’s examine this peculiar man­

ifesto Perhaps it opens a window into 
the internal psychology of the man 
making it as shaped by his life expen- 

Iences
First of all. the world crown Yep. 

That’s the target of all sane sports 
people Then, the million dollars. Also, 
yep That's the supposed logical conse­
quence of being a world champion

And then, the white lady Where 
does that one fit in0 Clay, in fact, said 
with absolute firmness that it must be 
a white lady, or at least a black Amer­
ican but never a Nigerian girl even 
if she was born and bred abroad

He is totally convinced that Nigerian 
women would rather bring you down 
a peg or two if you are a sportsman 
According to him. his own personal 
expenences showed that his Nige-

Pago 32

rian girlfriends could partly account 
for his relative lack of upward mobility 
m his profession which he has prac­
tised for 17 years now One of them, a 
Kehinde Ajakcdye. whom he even 
made his manageress, made no im­
pact on his job bul a white lady, one 
Priscila Shaw, with whom he spent 
three months in London, helped him 
progress tremendously

Those who say that women are bad 
tor sportsmen are barking up the 
wrong tree He says: ’No sportsman 
can do without a woman, except if he 
is a homosexual', adding, ‘but the 
woman has to be ready to help the 
man to grow With a good girlfriend 
behind me. I can smash a wall with 
my hands*

Hunter Clay is already living in the 
future and has mapped out how he 
would celebrate that glorious moment 
when he will arrive Nigeria with the 
world title: ‘When I return," he aid. *1 
will present the belt to Peter Eruteya, 
the best sports promoter Nigeria has 
ever had. He is now a pastor, bul he 
still promotes sports. He helped or­
ganize the recent female (Super 
League) football He was the one who 
sent me Io London during my com­
monwealth campaign It was he who 
sponsored Bella Ogunlana (Niger! 
best known female wrestler) and ti
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on’t 
help them
Me 1990 International 
Milo Marathon Final 
Is strictly for pros!

was
ran

^25.000 
'"'omen 
m!2-000 -*0.000 and 

third in the 
sPechvely

Various

-•S1?.?1™ Prizes tor winn®r= “nd 
and Nr""" me 
respect..-.,, - a„„
tor second PlaaK me 

17.000 tor those wb° re.
•• me two gender class

J(_, “i® s*a9e 15 se’ lor 'he November 
11 international marathon Beware It 
is strictly tor people with lungs ot steel!

U amateurs glve Wov 
The real marathon Is 
here at last. The Iona 
hard, dry kind nS; 
marathon meant onlv 
lor those on whom na 
--- ‘he guts. No more 

no more pamperinc 
ppides, who rar " 
150 miles over three 

•s ago. didn t even drink 
re the feat, neither ’ 

a single kobo He
Med. of course

participants will not 
T-Shirts they will be 
Jrgy — replenishing 

. in strict accordance 
that obtain Internation-

2- ' _-----^v^rinfltngout the best in all our runners 
jg^Sot? nte-Snee;-

- t
Phsure ?' have also t>een X spon- ^npylastyearszonalarrangement 
Sors ,? hdl Ihev do come, th®®ria. lnto a towering troko this year., 
is senm„Pood Specialities o: N 9 0r se about 5.000 youths took part 
Can d return air tickets 1° a ‘ ^ta- b,he zonal preliminaries Chiet AA. 
Hon to UJ,Hes ,hal accepl ,h todglhS Eissey the °r9anlzlng committee 
anateIrtWO a,hletes covered Sro®. told our reporter that 
by ® dln0 expenses will be ®caler ®“ -N saturated with criticisms that 
lor thlspons°rshlp. FSN will a“° rlan ot the tragic end ot Ladi Musa.
ma‘«uCamPin9 01 10 top aAA n° the extra mile, to ensure that all

----- ortlcipants are declared medically
Ht for the 42 kilometre race by authen- 

zes lor winners are “ medlcal practitioners listed in the

‘̂^ct^re-

th^farlous cash rewards will 0°

-- e

F wa^“",ES“."------- - Manager, told TSM Sporting then tn 
ture favoured with the guts No more 9ener°us cash down-pour is aims 
spoon-feeding, no more pamperina 
After aU. Pheldippides, who ran the first t
marathon of 150 miles over thro^ 
thousand years 
Milo Io achieve 
he paid 
barefoot

This time, all 
only don Milo 
served the ener 
drink, but only i 
with standards th- --------- W1WU.
ally After aU. this is the Milo Interna­
tional Marathon Race finals

In the past, participants had this un­
acceptable habit of branching oft at 
any handy point to demand for water 
from members of the public who out 
of sympathy, obliged them, thus help­
ing in sustaining marathon mis­
demeanours The Amateur Athletic 
Association of Nigeria (AAAN) could 
not take the necessary steps to disqual­
ify them because athletes came in 
with accusations that the officially- 
sanctioned refreshment centres were 
empty of officials

Many of them blamed the death of 
late Inspector Ladi Musa during this 
year's Maltonic Miler on this But for 
her demise. Ladi would have been 
around to defend the female title she 
won last year when Milo marathon 
first went international.

This year, invitation has been sent 
to Ghana. Togo. Burkina Faso. Cote 
d'Ivoire. Cameroun. Benin Republic, 
and Chad in the West and Central Af-

the seed of awareness 
jar's zonal arranger 
-----ing iroko this y

)00 youths took pc
zonal preliminarie 
, the organizing 
nan. told our re

1 with c

,_,rthe 42 kilometre race by < 
medical practitioners listec___

jister of the Nigerian Medical Asso-

Cl The AAA has already bought an up- 
in-date register of duly accredited 
medical and dental practitioners to 
rheck against take certificatesot med- 
cal fitness In addition, there is a group 
insurance which. TSM learnt, was 
taken out with the Royal Exchange As-
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nldst the competing 
lot. he stood out His spot of 

on was far from the cheennj 
throw he made, t 
’This boy 

todc

.. * ms by his side, he was inadver­
tently schooling the boy accurately 
in the skill of javelin throwing

But this skill was burging in Pius with­
out a medium of expression until in 
1986 when he participa

monarch
beating Zakayo Malekwa’s record of 

me 76 48 metres set in 1986 This was the
only African record broken during the 
nnan rhrrmnl—_

while settinj
metres. He thus became the only 
a^lete to set a new national record 
at the one day open classics Three 
months later at the Nigeria/Mobil 
Track and Field Championship, he set 
a new African record at 76 6 metres

By Yusuph Olanlyonu
....... ... , he

1 Nati
up io its name this day open championships.
Scores of athletes were busy Averagely tall and Ebony black,
sprinting, leaping and Pius is a popular athlete among his 

throwing The scanty crowd fellow competitors and he seems to be 
was also there cheering. It was time revered by them. At least, the way his 
for the 2nd Amateur Athletics Associa- fellow competitors cheered all his 
tion of Nigeria (AAAN's) open classic throws attested to that 
meet and athletes from all over the Pius’ initiation to javelin throwing 
country converged to test skills against was however accidental His father 
each other loves fishina as a pastime So at the

But amidst the competing and ponds in Ajegunle, Bazighe senior 
cheering lot. he stood out His spot of found it more convenient using spear 
competition was tar from the cheering to pin the fish And while he was doing 
crowd. At every throw he made, the it with Pius by his side, he was inadver- 
crowd cheered. "This boy will defi­
nitely set a new record today', some­
body from the crowd shouted And he But this skill was burging in 1
was correct But Bazighe the javelin out a medium ot expressior 
thrower from Rivers State broke his old 1986 when he participated in the Inter 
national record of 70 54 metres throw House Sports meet of his school. Dr
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Lucas Memorial High School. Kirikin 
There and then one of his teachers 
took him to the Lagos State Sports 
Council where he was groomed tor 
the National Schools Sports Festival 
held in Minna, the same year There, 
the school boy placed fourth in his 
debut national competition.

I have my eyes on the All-Alrica. 
Commonwealth and Olympic games 
because those are the avenues I can 
explore to put myself in world focus’, 
the powerfully-built thrower added

He might be right His earlier at­
tempt to prove this point came Io 
nought. In 1989. Pius’ throw of 68 96m 
could not meet the AAAN's 79 meter 
standard for the Commonwealth 
Games. Then TSM asked Pius about 
his plan for a professional career in 
Europe or America as is typical of 
Nigerian athletes Expecting the obvi­
ous. the reporter was surprised when 
Pius said 'I do not intend to live outside 
Nigena #

HEtegSi
Crnest Okonkwo Goes Home

The remains of late verso (lie sports commen­
tator, Crnest Okonkwo. was finally committed to 
earth yesterday in his hometown. Nando in Oyl 
local government oreo of Anambra State.

TSM Sporting gathered that the burial cere­
monies were delayed for over two months to 
enoble the Committee of friends to enswe com­
pletion of o country home which freest started, 
os well as put a bright foce on things dicing the 
obsequies.

The funeral kicked off with a Christian woke- 
keeplng ot his residence. 39A Glover Street. 
Ikoyl. on Thursday. The following doy. the body 
was placed in state ot the Sports Holl of the 
Notional Stadium, before being taken to the 
Cathedral Church of Christ, logos for o valedic­
tory. commendation service ot 11.00 o.m.

An hour loter. the funeral party was airborne 
for Cnugu where, after a brief ceremony ot 
Nnomdl Azlklwe stadium, the convoy finally 
moved on to Nondo.

main bowl of 
tional Stadium lived 
to its name this day 

>res of athletes were busy 
'Panting, leaping and 

throwing The scanty crowd 
cheering. It was time 

Jtlcs Associa- 
>en classic

ig another one- at 72 93 
thus became the c-’" 

et a new national reco.^ 
day open classics. Three 

Nigeria/Mobil 
Monship. he set 

metres

Bogco’s Juvenile Super Classics 
For the third consecutive year the supersock’ 
people. Nigerian Bog Manufacturing Company 
limited, makers of Bogco. threw their net into 
the deep seo of Nigerian intermediate town ten­
nis. hoping to come up with row talents hidden 
In the remote brooks.

The 3rd U—IB Tennis Classics, which begin 
tomorrow ot the refurbished courts of the No­
tional Stodlum. Is setting the company bock by 
N100.000. but its spokesman. ,A5. Ogunkoyo. 
soys no sweat, because Bagco. os Africa’s 
biggest sock manufacturers is big enough to foot 
the bill ogoin and ogam.

The sponsoring covers two mole and femole 
players from all the states and Abuja, but the 
Nigeria lawn Tennis Association (NITA) Is confi­
dent that over 200 boys and a hundred girls will 
be there.
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Civil rule is for real, come 1992 and here's proof — the 
formation of two political parties: the SDP and NRC.

Also, Party Officers have been democratically 
elected at the ward and local government.

Congresses and National Conventions 
of the two parties. No going back.

Civil Rule is for Real come 1992.

.I

j
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When ydh fed nve celebratinS

sr bottle H350 liquid conjentonly

M“» gather, there, rich, foaming STAR to 

^^Vecause^TAR is all brightness - a brighter taste, a brighter 

mood and that bright, bright feeling long after the las 
9°'open abottle of STAR and see how quickly ftingJHten up

So. fill up with brightness Say "Cheers to the Natio 
celebration Lager!


