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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

BEHAVE N.E.P.A.

daura

any young man

NOTHERN
IRELAND

MAN,
WIFE

ONE
ONE

John Ogun.
Abakaliki.

NEW ERA
HONOURS LIST

AFRICA AND
ISRAEL

I pi-se7^dba%ltnP°Xsbh:d,oh„cSha,8dby the editorial board-

Sir,
Let me, through the medium of

your Journal, hail General Idi
Amin for his bravo and patriotic
decision of breaking ties with Is­
rael. I also say Bravo I to t h o
Congo, Chad, Mali, and Niger for
courageously emulating A m i n's
example. Judging by her frequent
involvement and interference in
t h e domestic affairs of African
countries, no one can justifiably
deny the fact that Israel is a
staunch enemy of Africans.

Her deep involvement in the
Nigerian crisis cannot be easily
forgotten. Israel openly and una­
shamedly demonstrated support for
Nigeria's disintegration to the ex­
tent of supplying the secessionists
with military and financial aid.

From the foregoing, we can vi­
vidly see that the Israelis who
are now in our midst constitute
a grave danger to the security of
our countries. For most of t h o
subversive activities of some un­
patriotic Africans against their
countries are planned and carried
out with the backing and financial
support from Israel. Therefore, one
can only deduce that Israelis
are an all-out saboteurs of Africa's
political and socio-economic de­
velopment.

So, we must struggle tooth and
nail to end Zionists' presence in
Africa and shield ourselves from
falling prey of their nefarious acti­
vities. The only solution left to
Africans is to severe all relations
with Israel and expel all their
nationals from our countries. Hero,
Nigeria ought to follow the
example of some African coun­
tries by breaking diplomatic re­
lations with Israel.

Since Israelis proved, by their
acts and utterances, to be num­
ber one enemy of a united Ni­
geria then I see no reason why
we should maintain any ties with
them. Severing relations with
Israel will further strengthen our
already good relations with our
Arao brethrens and improve our
image in the Arab world which had
helped and stood firm behind Ni­
geria during the hectic moment
of her trial.

I am pretty sure that if a ma­
jority of African countries fall out
with Israel, this will help in no
small way to make Israel come
to her senses and change her

This nation should be proud
about the outcome of the Games.
I think the Green Eagles were
marvellous.

Sir.
When the National Electnc

Power Authority emerged, it was
hailed as a force to end all power
-shortages. Nigerians are known
to enjoy praises so much even if
their irjfamy is being praised.
May I join in praising N.E.P.A.
for their ability in giving us more
power failures and even denying
us light for days. I hope those
in charge will understand my
language. But where they don't
let me put it more bluntly: N.E.P.A.
should behave.

Salihu Gombe,
Kano.

Sir,
whom! con9ra,ulllte all those
suIm th. d' ,inan':ad and en-
Af ica GnmS.UC“S,S ,he 2nd A|l
**rnca Games in Lagos.

Sir,
I agree completely with you

on the men you named in your
New Years Honours List. Those
two Military Governors have my
support.

B. Nwosu
Lagos.

aggressive and intransigent policy
of oppressing Arab people and
illegitimately annexing their terri­
tories.

A. Ali Nasidi Maitasa,
Kano.

ARE WOMEN
REALLY WEAK?

Sir.
I agree that some women are

really hard-working and therefore
have been successful, but many
are just weak and utterly depen­
dent, materialistic and vain.

O. Nnana,
Umuahia.

The story about the bold Arab
stranger, the man from the East,
Bayajidda made good reading.

Bravo I jjd0 Tokunbo,
Ore.

Sir,
I will advice —•». - -----

who wants peace in his house
andI no black eyes, to marry one
w'fe> Comfort Ige,

Horin.

Sir,
I think the British Government

should accept that its policies in
Northern Ireland have been unsu­
ccessful. It is true that Catholics
bear the British a grudge for
calling in British combat troops,
whose presence resulted in the
activities of the Irish Republican
Army, which the British now find
difficult to deal with.

I think a new policy should be
thought out instead of giving
assurance that the goverment will
pursue its military action against
the gunmen "with the absolute
maximum of determination".

Paul Newman Colo,
Sierra Leone.

RHODESIA AND
ZAMBIA

Sir,
The racist Ian Smith regime

"as done its worst. By closing
its border WIth Zambia, Rhodesia
aims at giving a deadly blow to
Atncan freedom fighters. But Ian
omith and his clique are delu-

•ng themselves because the
name of freedom shall never be
extinguished in Africa.

Tunde Gbadamosi,
Ibadan.

ALL AFRICA
GAMES

Dayan
kuma ya



KANO AIRPORT DISASTER

What happened at Kano Airport on January 22, 1973,
was an unfortunate and a frightfully unpleasant tragedy. That
so many people should have lost their lives on nearly reaching
home makes it a painful event to remember.

We wish those who survived the disaster a speedy recovery
while we pray that the souls of those who died, may rest in perf­
ect peace.

We sincerely hope that those responsible for investigating the
circumstances which led to the disaster would speedily but effic­
iently report on their findings, so that perhaps the truth would
be made known. That might dispel the false news which was put
about abroad that the Kano Airport tarmac was in a poor cond­
ition.

Ironically, officials at the Airport at the time, did not seem
to see that foreign reporters who were given more access to
the scene were more likely to cause embarrassment to this
Nation than their Nigerian counterparts.

In an age when men and goods must move from one place
to another as fast as possible, air transport comes in handy.
Unfortunately, human ingenuity is still far from making these
mechanical objects perfect. So at times, untold suffering is caused
to man.

The disaster at Kano Airport has caused inconveniences to
many pilgrims who did not foresee the delay in their departures
from Saudi Arabia and were, therefore, virtually stranded.

It was a good thing that Government acted with dispatch in
arresting the situation before it got worse and this has saved
hundreds of people an awful lot of embarrassment. The role of the
Interim Common Services Agency which has undertaken to aid
the families of the dead victims, is commendable.

In future there should be better co-operation between the
ground control officers and the pilots, who should always obey
the instructions of the men in the air-fields. Acting alone in
such delicate matters could result in similar crisis situations.

This should be avoided in order to safeguard precious
human lives and unnecessary fright during flights.
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THE

ECONOMY

OF

KANO STATE ALHAJ! AUDU BAKO
Governor of Kano State

By
DR OMOH ESIEMOKAI

One of the noticeable results
ofthe exerciseof creating mo­
re states in the Federal Repu­
blic of Nigeria could be seen
in the rapid economic develop­
ment all over Nigeria, espe­
cially in those neglected areas
and regions which did not
come within the orbit of poli-
ticalinterestsof ruling political
parties in the First Republic,
and were as a result, over­
looked.

Some thought that the state
system would collapse, be­
cause some states had a very
poor labour force to begin
with, and added to this, the
labour force where it existed.

was largely unskilled and
above all, some states just
did not have on their own, the
resources to finance develop­
ment projects. These fears
though justified at the time,
have been dispelled to some
extent, by the impressive
''break-through” in those
fields of economic develop­
ment where pundits made dis­
couraging forcasts.

There is no denying the fact
that the economic potential of
Kano was not sufficiently
exploited until Kano State
came into existence. Since
then, much has been attemp­
ted and a measure of success

h0S Xnhe-r
"fthout r«7oar,i°unn];’:,"’0i
Industrie^ opp o v(jry
K°rt if genuine foreign end
end investor!! rocog
Indigenous economic
niso this telling ou,
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the economic opportunities
which the State offers. This
has led to recurring social
problems which are usually
common in developing econo­
mies, the need for low-cost
housing, the demand for more
food from an area where the
land is already "highly cultiva­
ted and occupied" and so on.
Nevertheless, when the river
irrigation schemes which the
government has committed
itself to, are completed, the
period of natural cropping
which, as a result of harsh
climate conditions is now res­
tricted to a short wet season,
would be prolonged and one
hopes that more food
would be grown for more
mouths in Kano State. It is an
open secret that Kano State
rightly gives more priority to
the development of agricul­
ture and allocates more money
to that sector, than to any
other.

To facilitate the system of
government in Kano, the State,
has been redivided into eight
administrative areas. This
would enhance economic acti­
vities in these administrative
areas. It is relevant to add that
this would also foster the idea
of bringing the Government

closer to the people,
was the "noble aim behind the
creation of states".

As one must link the econo­
mic deveopment of Kano State
with the efforts of the Federal
Government in its bid to
ensure the overall national
development of Nigeria, it is
normal to regard the efforts
to strengthen the economy of
Kano State as part of a unified
economic venture by the Mili­
tary Government. Kano State
is among the states that has
successfully executed the Four
Year Development Plan with­
out much difficulty in raising
the necessary funds to do so.
With additional Federal funds,
however, many sectors could
be sufficiently and speedily
financed for the benefit of
the population especially
in the rural areas. For exam­
ple, the programme for educa­
ting and training the farmers
and other personnel are
regarded as priority issues.
Equally so are the problems
encountered in granting me­
dium term loans to farmers
and businessmen so that they
may realise the benefit of the
indigenisation programme,
thereby turning the Federal
Government's aspiration into
a reality.

Before now, the role of
industry in the economy of
Kano State was regarded as
minor but within the past few
years, industries have grown
like mushrooms in Kano State
and this development has
taxed the resources of the
State govern ent unasha­
medly. The Government has
been compelled by this posi­
tive development to expand
existing services but i.iore
demand is being made for
electricity, pipe borne ater,
roads, drainage and so on.

The Government has shoWn
itself keen on participatjng
the " industrial revolution
going on in the State by est^'
blishing the Kano State invest'
ment Company Limited, whicn
is expected to help fjnancO
"economically viable project5
in industry, a9 ricultur®'
mining and commerce". ThO
economic activities of the NcW
Nigeria Development CompanY
Limited and the Norther11
Nigeria Investment Limited
are well meant because theY
provide for the industrialists*
"domestic sources of finance"
for industrial development and
expansion. The Small indust­
ries Credit Scheme also aid5
the small enterpreneur to
■promote or expand economic
ventures.'

The Kano State Ministry
Trade and Industry, which ha5
been efficient in planning th®
State's economy should lead
the march of protesters, who
think that the frequent power
failure and a few other mal-
practices by workers or their
employers, are a retardation
to rapid industrial develop­
ment in the state.

Ironically, employers do not
seem to see that incentives
given to workers in one form
or the other, encourage pro­
ductivity or maybe it >s
equally true the other waY
round that the employees do
not seem to appreciate that
increase in productivity will'
all things being equal, lead to
increase in wages.

When the infrastructural
facilities of Kano State beco­
me evenly distributed through­
out the State, the hope could
steadfastly be nursed, that
this once caravan gateway to
the Mediterranean and Red
Seas could become an econo­
mically self sustaining state.   
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The Nigerian
Native Magical

Wizard

Il s Lasisi AJawoye's wizard show. Watch it! It’s no

MEET LA S I SI -

Suddenly came the blast of
a fanfare and the cry of an
announcer. 'It's Lasisi Alujonu
Alawoyo's wizard show".
Applause thundered as native
bata drummers swelled the
music. The next moment was
magic. Lasisi who has
captured headlines with his
magical prowess is a sheer
delight to watch everytime he
performs his act. He saniage
ra of talent. He has no doubt
arrived precisely at the right
time when Nigeria's culture
is being propelled to a now
height of glamour, fame and
stardom.

The few hundred people In
the audience were smiling
encouragement, clapping loud
and hard. They were respon­
ding to a flashing applause
sign of Lasisi. Awash in the
sound, I was transported into
indescribable ecstasy. Instan­
tly, I understood what it is to
be a Magical Wizard. At a
glance, Lasisi is at once the
scrubbed and wholesome man
who is undeniably magnetic
and crowd pleasing

‘I ONCE WOKE
UP A DEAD MAN’

aure. Kuma
Jordan da Sir _________ _______
Ganin haka sai ATca dage gila ya tada hankalin duriP
V'asannin Olympic. ya. Sarki Husaini na Jorda kewayen uneuwar Olympic I ,,[uncman zan?an*“fij“’nibucc-,’ubuc':
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Born in Oke-Atan in Oyo of
Westprn State about 38 years
ago. Lasisi from kid seemed
destined to storm the citadel
of magic with a perfect
combination of reality and
fantastic mysticism.

"I was born with a horn on
my head to a herbalist family
and from kid, I perform free
magic to other kids", he said
off the stage. Performers with
a lot more talent often got a
lot more. His performance is
all art applied meticulously
from the outside like grease­
paint, instead of welling up
from within.

Once underway, his magical
act moves with the smooth,
non-stop precision gimmicked
up with tricky movements, his
singing wives backing with
native bata drummers.

Whenever Lasisi breaks
loose with his magic on stage,
he can cut his tongue with a
knife and ask an onlooker to
hold it. He can butcher a
teenage boy alife and then
revive him back to life. When
wearing his bullet proof
Sango Coat, no bullet can
penetrate. He can remove
both eyes and teeth with
chisel and then fix all back to
their positions. Lasisi can also
turn both legs backward when
walking.

Now, he rides a small car,
owns six houses and a Land-
rover for carrying his troupe
mostly his f o u r wives, six
children and other artistes

someof whom had put in more
than fifteen years service.
He pays a staff of about 15
people-many of whom seem
to be merely decorative native
singing young women; who all
help up the show together.
"I love women. They give me
inspiration and joy", said
Lasisi who once had more than
15 wives. "I n f a c t, women
write to marry me. At-times
they hunt me about", he bra­
gged. "I taught some of them
the art of magic and they all
sing and dance well".
Lasisi had in the past hit front
page leads of the local press
including that of Nigeria's
most popular Sunday News­
paper which in 1966 brought
one of the miracles of Lasisi
into limelight. He was report­
ed to have revived a dead man
back to life; after burial in
Oyo

I urged Lasisi a herbalist
and star reader to let me a
bit into the secret of his
magic. "I am very wonderful
from youth. I play magic from
Primary School before I drop­
ped out in standard three. I
accept penny for a show",
said Lasisi whose father is a
herbalist and Sango worshiper.

"I grew up under my father
learning the art of making
medicine with herbs. I later
pick up magic. I am a self-
taught magician but don't bo
surprised that my own father
cannot perform magic".

"My magical shows had

wide acclaims
rural festivals where | ^Ui
won pH«’- 'a0"'6 •'- k

man and can tosh o tl
IVIy herbs can cure all aii^hr^
including
and deadly diseases.
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For nearly a decade -
the ascetically slim.
handsome mystic was
ally considered to be s
messaiah by his admir my,
spite of the fact that h. Ip
rigidly versed in native m, '«he is not always d,sdain7ua.9m
authoritarian belief. Of

Lasisi as a star reader u
always been remarkably
on matters of w h i c h 9ht
could certainly have no knn?Q
ledge. He staggers with
canny accuracy and has |j. r,~
ally astounded thousand**^'
people including known V i DOf
with his magic. He perfOr ' s-
at Kano durbar in honour
President Senghor of Seneg^

PLEASE TURN OVER

He cuts his tongue
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and blood continues to drip.

once had a magician tried me
in the public. It happened
when I put chisel into some­
body's eyes and blood began
to rush. It took me long time
before I could stop the blood.
I had been betrayed by an­
other Magician who later
died the third day of my per­
formance", He claimed to
have trained some Nigerian
magicians including Profes­
sor Pellar who was once un­
der his induction.

A member of Supreme
Council of Research in Africa
Medicine and Traditional Aff­
airs, Lasisi advocates a cul­
tural revival in Nigeria.
"More money should be
spent by the government to
revive our dying rich tradition
and culture. Herbal planta­
tions should be established to
protect the fading forest", he
suggested.

Has he ever faced a challen­
ge from another native Magi­
cian? "Yah" he replied, "only

§ if Ilf in Vs
A small boy under Lasisi's spell attempts to remove Ms eyeball with a knife.

easts, claims to be bullet proof Here he gets 'easy ,a,
a gun shot

A man of daring innovation.
Lasisi had one^veij,-

months researchingjntonativ.
herbs. Off stage, he' » .
hand on other thint^ f
Tnow irafts like mak.ng of

beads and compos.ng song
e"'1 jltVSLasisi's life style re-
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days De„f,H_|.sed whiteman'sH%Sand P™“h«l °ne da,
tTsTow tdhePm that ■blacKn.nn

'SCn'ticsPc°o'^Plain o,.<h“ al’.l>-
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the mag f e of true artist.
wonderful others say

he thinks of hints.,?
or what h bu)ous, wonderful
Lasisi >s ’
and great.^ q
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sports in Africa is now
over. The date was Janu­
ary 7-18, 1973. The venue
was Lagos, Nigeria. The
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KISAN GILA A WAS AN OLYMPIC NA GARIN MUNICH

The games torch being carried into the National
Stadium by an athlete.
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Larabawai
kuma suka
wacce mahi;

Bayan kui
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Yahudawan
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biyar daga
din da suka
da Dansanda
duk a mace

Dayan
kuma ya yi
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wan da ke ci
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apparent communique
was: “That we African
nations here in Lagoi,
bounded by the chords of
unity, rededicate oursel­
ves to the struggle for
total freedom in our mot­
her continent and shall
continue to strive for our
just place in the comity
of nations”.

The Second All Africa Garnet
will live in memory. It will live
with the thousands of people
who thronged the stately Nige­
rian National Stadium to per­
sonally cheer the sports heroes
of the continent. It will live witl
that qther countless multitudt
that viewed it, second hone
upon the magic screen o
television. It will live not onl]
because of its passionate am
emotional climax that witnes
sod the recrowning of Egyp
as the overall champions an
saw Nigeria emerge as th
continent's new soccer chamj
ions; it will live largely becaus
in Lagos, and through sport!
the flame of the 'Africa Drearr
was rekindled.

GovernZTatpiay0™ ,he s,a,es' Military

Dangane
Fasfot dinsu,
libai nc, ku
aure. Kuma
Jordan da Siriy
Ganin haka sai axa aage glia yaiaoa nanraun amn—,---------------
wasannin Olympic. ya. Sarki Husaini na Jorda kewayen unj

Sportive Head of State. General
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The event is now over, and
Africa looks forward to Algiers.
Tho lights of the National Sta­
dium have stopped winking.
Diori, Larnizana and Ekangaki
have loft the shores of Lagos.
Afifi, Akii-Bua, and Karikari
arc back at their homes. The
Nigerian 'Golden Eagles' have
bagged the choicest and most
glaring of sporting blooms.
Eulogies have been poured.
Incidents which inspired argu-
oment and controversy have
been pin-pointed. All these are
now past and will only linger
in living memory and in the
chronicles of sports.

The achievements of the
Second All Africa Games area
past which wo must be proud
of as we awake to a new
future. It is a future which
will always remind us of the
Games message. It is a future
of inter-continental sports and
politics. Africa's standard in
World Sports, with the excep­
tion of East Africa's distance
runners, is at most in the me­
diocre stage. The continents
laurels in the Olympic games
were meagre and call for

in Egypt'sMiss Faten Afifi who olone
claimed seven gold medals. There
were also those who camo and alth­
ough they did not conquer, they saw
and basked in African soil, the twil­
ight and glory of the continent.

“We shall always
remember the Se­
cond All Africa
Games because we
cannot forget the
hopes enunciated
in the anthem
‘Mighty Africa’.
When these hopes
are realised, as we
hope they would,
Africa will be the
pride of her gener­
ations yet unborn.

SEA GODDESSES

Jordan da Siri
Ganin haka sai akadage
wasannin Olympic.
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The games torch being carried into the National
Stadium by an athlete.
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apparent communique
was: “That we African
nations here in Lagos,
bounded by the chords of
unity, rededicate oursel­
ves to the struggle for
total freedom in our mot­
her continent and shall
continue to strive for our
just place in the comity
of nations”.

Tho Second All Africa Games
will live in memory. It will live
with the thousands of people
who thronged tho stately Nige­
rian National Stadium to per­
sonally cheer tho sports heroes
ofthocontinent. It will live with
that other countloss multitude
that viewed it. second hand
upon the magic screen of
television. It will live not onl,
because of its passionate and
emotional climax that witnes­
sed tho recrowning of Egypt
° the overall champions and
saw Nigeria emerge.sth.
continent's new soccer champ.
ions-it will live largely because
„ , aoos and through sports.

}he flame of the 'Africa Dream'
was rekindled.
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The games torch being carried into the National
Stadium by an athlete.
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Time was when the African
ran for fear. In colonial times,
it was for fun. Today, Africa runs
not only for amusement but is
awakened to the glory of sports
and has produced sports
conquistadors in this terrestr­
ial orb. There are the Abebe
Bikilas, the Akii-Buas, the Kei-
nos and tho Dick Tigers. The
continent has produced the
inspiring K w a m e Nkrumah
whose inspiration gave Ghana
her finest moment in sports;
the sport loving Yakubu Gowon,
and mon in the organisational
calibre of Abraham Ordia.

In Lagos, the scene at Brazz­
aville in 1965 was re-enacted
with more splendour. There
were the build-up, the drama,
the personalities, the keen and
emotional singing of 'Mighty
Africa', tho numerous bands,
the traditional dances, thethrill
of being there, and the lustre
of the multi-million Naira Na­
tional Stadium.

The African games, first pro­
posed by a Frenchman Pierre
do Coubertin in the early twe­
nties, became a quasi-reality in

Dakar, Senegal in 1963. In that
year, tho hitherto Francophone
friendship games made room
for the participation of non­
French speaking countries. The
African Games ideal crystallized
into reality during the "Prem­
iers Jeux Africans" (First All
Africa Games) in Congo Brazz­
aville in 1965. Congo was host
to more than 3,000 sports per­
sonalities from 30 countries.
After Congo's President Mos-
samba Debat, it became the
turn of General Yakubu Gowon
to play host in Nigeria. It is to
Gowon's credit that the games
torch was made more luminous.
This credit extends to all Nige­
rians from the Games organi­
sers, through the games speca-
torsto the women hair plaiters.

Assembled in Lagos were
about 5,000 sportsmen and
women representing 36 Afri­
can countries. Among them
were the greats, aspirants
to greatness and those who
'also ran'. Many new champions
were enthroned and some
old champions dethroned.Many
old records gave way to new
ones. Africa had a Mark Spitz

“Time was when

the African ran for

fear. In colonial

times, it was for fun.

Today, Africa runs

not only for amuse­

ment but is awake to

the glory of sports and

has produced sports

conquistadors in this

terrestrial orb”.

The crowd that watched it all
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“We shall always
remember the Se­
cond All Africa
Games because we
cannot forget the
hopes enunciated
in the anthem
‘Mighty Africa’.
When these hopes
are realised, as we
hope they would,
Africa will be the
pride of her gener­
ations yet unborn.

SEA GODDESSES
in Egypt'sMiss Faten Afifi who alone
claimed seven gold medals. There
were also those who camo and alth­
ough they did not conquer, they saw
and basked in African soil, the twil­
ight and glory of the continent.

The event is now over, and
Africa looks forward to Algiers.
The lights of the National Sta­
dium have stopped winking.
Diori, Lamizana and Ekangaki
have left the shores of Lagos.
Afifi, Akii-Bua, and Karikari
are back at their homes. The
Nigerian 'Golden Eagles have
bagged the choicest and most
glaring of sporting blooms.
Eulogies have been Pour •
Incidents which inspired arg •
ement and controversy
been pin-pointed. All
now past and will °n'y. fh0
in living memory an° 1
chronicles of sports.

The achievements
Second All Africa Games d
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Miss Afifi of Egypt: She hauled seven gold medals.
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Gold Medalist Yifter of Ethiopia in action.

Nigeria's Women Swimming quartet proudly
display their medals.

AtHogu dancers: They added more lustre to
the activities.

President Lamizana of Upper Volta: He was among
the distinguished personalities who watched the
games' dosing ceremony.
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Modern African
Nationalism Viewed

as a Product of Colo­
nial Experience

BY
MARION MUSHKAT

Prof, of International Law
University of Tel. Aviv

minimum of social justice and
no expropriation of the means
of production. However when
the opposite was true and
the ruling class refused to
yield to political and social
demands, their power base
was swept away and a new
political regime installed. This
is no less true for countries
under dictatorial rule. When­
ever the former rulers favored
reforms and facilitated the
passage to social freedom and
progress, conditions were
created for a gradual and
peaceful transformation with­
out undermining the basic
political and legal foundations

1. The Nature of Colonialism:
The Distinction between
Colonialism and Imperialism

An understanding of African
nationalism and its attendant
problems should be r o o t e d
firstly in a clear differentia­
tion of colonialism as a par­
ticular form of imperialism
engendering human oppres­
sion and indignity. Secondly,
it should be considered that
the human and social results
of its practice are signifi­
cantly related to the type of
sovereign expression now in
evidence in modern Africa.

It has been common in
important research works on
Africa to draw a comparison
between the status and fight
of the working classes in
Europe at the end of the last
century and those of the
emancipating nations particu­
larly in Africa. This parallel
tends to bring the above
ideas into clearer focus. In
both cases the revendications
made by the working classes
in Europe in the first instance
and by entire nations in the
second were prompted by the
desire for a fuller democra­
tization of the society and for
an amelioration of their eco­
nomic situation and legal
status. Such changes have
been achieved by the aboli­
tion on reform of discrimina­
tory legal, political and socio­
economic systems which had
been imposed by priviledged
ruling classes to the detri­
ment of the other classes. On
the national scale, it applied
to the poor classes of the
population in countries which
are now highly developed
industrially. On the interna­
tional level, it is a question
of peoples who have only re­
cently passed from a state of
slavehood to national indepen­
dence.

When political and social
legislation containing ele­
ments of social compromise
were enacted, most Western
countries became modern
democratic and affluent wel­
fare states with at least a

of the society. Where, on the
other hand, the oppressed and
underprivileged groups were
given no other choice, violence
and confusion with an ensu­
ing loss of life and property
have overturned the rule of
oppression and discrimination.
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Julius Nycrere of Tanzania

Carrying this parallel to
itG logical extreme, it seems
apparent that unless condi­
tions ensuring the welfare,
liberty and e q u a I i t y of all
nations is achieved a clash
between nations will result.

In the course of speaking
with Africans, we realize that
many of them irrespective of
their origins of political orien­
tation consider themselves
members of the underprivi­
leged, "plebian class" of tho
international society. This
psychological orientation, of
course, results from their
long-standing colonial and
dependent state. They feel
acutely the inequality
of the internation al
system and they place the
onus of their situation on tho
shoulders of the colonial
power. They contend it is the
duty of the developed world
to help them overcome politi­
cal uncertainty and economic
development. African spokes­
men point out that if this is not
done effectively and quickly,
calamity and conflicts similar
to those which shook various
European countlies in the
past and some of the African
states in the recent past will
bo inevitable.

Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe

Zaire’s Mobutu Seseseko

At the sgme time, they regard
their condition as quite unique
requiring special means of treat­
ment. They refuse to find in the
experience of other peoples an
explanation for their backward­
ness or to draw from either the
Western or Marxist concepts a
pattern for development. Their re­
jection of both models as final
standards for African growth reside
either in their inapplicability for
African problems or their incom­
patibility with historical reality.

The emphasis of the Western
nations is placed on objective
factors such as geographical,
racial or psychological conditions.
Obviously this is an approach
which is unacceptable to African
theoreticians because of its deter­
ministic character which allows
little prospect for change much
less repid development. The start­
ing point of the Marxist (Eastern)
theory is Lenin's definition of
imperialism. He identified it with
colonialism which he regarded as
the chief cause of oppression and
backwardness. As it is widely
known, Lenin regarded imperia­
lism as a certain stage in the de­
velopment of the capitalist system
a stage in which monopolistic and
financial power crystallizes, the
the importance of capital exports
grows, the international trusts
begin to divide the world' econo­
mic areas and the great powers
distribute among themselves
global influence.

It is not surprising that this ap­
proach strongly appeals to many
Africans because it frees them
from any guilt or responsibility by
placing the burden of their condi­
tion on non-Africans. African
intellectuals are, however, quite
aware that the conquest of theii
continent started well before the
growth of the capitalist system.

They also know that imperialism,
generally the policy of expansion
and subjugation of foreign peoples,
together with the policy of coope-

Felix-Houphouet Boigny of
ivory Coast

ration have been the two basic
and enduring currents in the his­
tory of international relations from
the disintergration o f primitive
society and the birth of nations up
to the present. Throughout the
centuries, the policy of imperialism
has manifested itself in various
forms-only one of these has been
bound together with colonialism.

Many conquerors contented
themselves with an expansion of
their territorial sovereignty or an
implantation of their political ide­
ology or religion. They did not,
however, pursue any policy of
social servitude of the conquered
peoples who to the contrary were
often given the possibility of
assimilation in the new regime,
sometimes without loss of their
national identity.

The forms of subjection have
been most variegated. From the
point of view of international law,
they expressed themselves first
and foremost in political control
(i.e., in the incapacity to act in­
dependently in the international
sphere due to transfer of such
powers to the conqueror) which
in itself did not necessarily termi­
nate home rule or cause national,
racial or socio-economic discri­
mination.

Imperialism, as defined above,
is not a specific phenomenon but
a general type of political-econo­
mic behavior that has re-occrued
in practically every historical
period. Its practice was common
to the empires of ancient times
and of the Middle Ages as
well as to the modern capitalistic
states. Czarist Russia and the
United States, existing apart from
the mainstream of European poli­
tics, exercised their own form of
overlordship over numerous
peoples to expand their territorial
and economic domination. More­
over recent history has witnessed
that the socialist regimes, particul-
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arty the USSR and China, are
hardly naive of imperialistic prac­
tices. Today imperialism as such
continues to be an ever present
threat to the newly emerging
states. Prominent African leaders
including past and present heads
of states and governments such
as Azikiwe, Senghor, Dia and
Houphouet - Boigny are painfully
aware of the dangers of communist
imperialism as well as of "micro­
imperialism" within the continent
itself.

However the practice of impe­
rialism in all the above forms,
whatever its import for African
solidarity, should not be confused
with colonialism when discussing
the latter as a basis for African
nationalism. Colonialism represents
a particuar expression of imperia­
lism that implies more than
the mere conquest of a foreign
territory and the loss of its national
independence. Coloni ali sm is
more exactly the implicit or ex­
plicit expression of superiority
over conquered peoples and, in
addition discrimination and seg­
regation including measures that
can bring about their annihilation.

It can be argued, therefore,
that just as imperialistic conques*
results chiefly in the loss of the
political independence of the
conquered, so colonialism brings
in its wake the loss of human
rights and sometimes even threa­
tens the physical existence of
dominated peoples. It always
constitutes a threat to human
equality and human respect pre­
venting both individual and racial-
national progress.
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This distinction between impe­
rialism and colonialism is essential
to an understanding of the African
reality as rooted in the colonial
past as well as of contemporary
problems. The counties which
gained independence fear not the
loss of their flag but a renewal of
dependence by neo-colonial and
other means leading to economic
subjugation which will turn inde­
pendence into a fiction.

1,1'_T,he Monsl and Social Effects
of Colonialism and the Psycholo-
Bica! Evolution of African
Nationalism.

Contrary, therefore, to Lenin's
theory, colonialism as described
above came even before the

,ehm8r,9,e"<i8 ,rus,s at ,he 0nd of
the Middle Ages in the wake of
Spanish expeditions into South
America. Francisco Vittorio and
other classic writers on interna­
tional law shocked by the exter­
mination of the Indians pleaded

for the rights of the dominated
peoples and the prohibitions of
colonial wars. Under the influence
of these exhortations, colonialism
in America became less aggressive
and contented itself with a con­
solidation of its political and eco­
nomic exploitation.

Colonialism in Africa was no
more brutal than that practiced in
colonial America. Even when
combatting the last vestiges of
national resistance, colonial rule
did not favour brutal methods. It
should be remembered here that
slavery and tyranny among the
Africans themselves existed long
before the advent of the Europe­
ans. This intracontinental dissen­
sion as well as objective factors
such as the severe climate
account in part for the backward­
ness of the continet. In fact,
foreign rule and exploitation some­
times rendered necessary the
improvement of hygienic condi­
tions, maintenance of public order,
respect of law, education of a
limited strata of the population,
and the development of agricul­
ture and commerce. Sometimes
the regime promoted cultural and
social relations, shaped the
national conscience and created
a local intellectual elite who
ultimately took over political rule
from their colonial soonsors. These
facts have not remained unnoticed
by African leaders, who frnn-

uently point out the advantaa.,„,
,h.e colonial system side by
with the known drawbacks
becomes understandable, then th,
development of native aspired
to become say "coloured French"
men. They believed that th,
French culture would become
their own and that this assimilation
into the conqueror's way of life
would put an end to their servi-
tude.

However where colonialism
became rigid and provided no
means for social integration, the
idea of assimilation became fru­
strating to many Africans. The
Jewish French writer Albert
Memmi who is of Tunisian origin
describes very well the psycholo­
gical traumatization undergone by
colonial peoples. He writes that
colonial peoples are prejudiced
both physically and mentally by
their rulers because their conque­
rors rob them not only of their
independence but also of their
individuality, and self-respect. As
a result, their personality impove­
rishes, their pride diminishes, their
personal liberty vanishes and their
creative power suffers. From the
beginning they are considered
people without history, values.
culture or art worth mentioning
who are doomed to ignore their
origins and to imitate their over-
lords, albeit without any prospec

Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia
libai nc, k
aure. Kumz
Jordan da Sl
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of real integration. From this situ­
ation grows the inferiority complex,
the feeling of disgrace, the burn­
ing envy and hate including self-
hate together with the mental
agony of the individual, the com­
munity and the nation as a whole,
who seek redemption in a return
to their primeval world inspite of
the hidden yearning to get rid of
these institutions. 14 The outcome
is the search for an independent
African individuality, the emerge­
nce of "negritude" and"blackism"
and the return to the cultural-
ideological-racial continental
tradition.

Nativism took its roots outside
the continent in the United States,
Haiti, Cuba, etc. but soon deve­
loped into a first rate instrument
for cementing African national
solidarity and the Pan-African
movement. "Negritude'' became
the cornerstone of the African
messianic movement. The econo­
mic whip hand in hand with the
colonial cultural whip and the
imposed superiority of the white
race compelled the blacks to build
a world of their own.

Underlying this movement is
first and foremost, African racism
which is not racism in the proper
sense of the word but a particular
cultural-historical phenomenon.
Sartre's followers define it as anti-
racial racism.

This racism did not emerge out
of a fight for supremacy or politi­
cal liberation. It owes its existence
to the fight for emancipation from
slavery imposed by colonial rule.
It is a rule, as we have discus­
sed, which brings in its wake phy­
sical, national and spiritual dege­
neration combining political ser­
vitude with racial, national, social,
economic and cultural degradation

AJhaji Aminu Kano

at one and the same time.

The ultimate outgrowth, of
course, from prolonged colonial
domination and the awakening of
the black consciousness was the
rise of African nationalism. The
new nationalism growing from the
negative and positive results of
colonialism had its beginnings in
the anti-slavery struggle, in the
missions and their attendant reli­
gious movement, in diverse cultu­
ral concepts, in the return to real
and fabricated historical sources
as well as in the employment of
myths and the adoption of non-
indigenous political platforms. The

Chief Obafemi Awolowo

influence of the above factors on
the development of national con­
sciousness is easily discerned in
the struggle of early pioneers
against foreign rule, in the politi­
cal demands of successive gene­
rations and finally in the crystal-
ization of a coherent ideological
platform based on the right of
self-determination. This progres­
sive growth has likewise engen­
dered contemporary theories of
pan- Africanism, of the "African
personality," of national liberation,
of "African socialisim," as well as
of the more recent ideas of African
pragmatism and neo-realism.  

President Tombaibaye of Chad Republic President Senghor of Senegal
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MANY Europeans have
dreamt about coming to

Africa to explore black cul­
ture. Where some of the
adventurers have succeeded,
others have failed because of
their inability to accept the
challenge o f overcoming
almost insuperable obstacles,
including the grim prospects
of starvation and uncertain
death.

One of the outstanding adven­
turers, Suzan Wenger Alarape,
defied all convention in order to
resolve the conflict between Euro­
pean and African culture.

Her story is that of a daring
quest that could not fail. For she
put up a valiant struggle for survi­
val against nature and civilization.
Only very few European adven­
turers could survive the test of time
which confronted Suzan during her
twenty-five years stay o n the
Nigerian soil.

As a young student of art, Suzan
was intrigued by the African art
especially the Nigerian art. When
Suzan Wenger Alarape came to
Nigeria, she first lived in Lagos from
where she moved to Ibadan. From
Ibadan she moved to Ede and
later to Oshogbo. A few years after
her arrival in Nigeria Suzan started
to study Yoruba art and culture.

At the initial stage, Suzan found
her study very uneasy because of
her inability to communicate with
the local people. Inspite of this
handicap, she settled down a t
Oshogbo, where she now lives.
Today, Suzan does not only speak
fluent Yoruba, she is also an acce­
pted master of Yoruba art and
culture. She's today a traditional
chief of Oshogbo, Western State.

Suzan has actually left a mark
in the life, culture and art of the
Yorubas. She does not stay within
the Yoruba art and culture but she
is part of it

The sensational aspect of Suzan's
life is not that she is the third wife
of a drummer who lives in Oshogbo
but that she has abandoned
her Christian God for Orisha
(the God of the Yorubas).

Suzan who was born in a little
Austrian village to a devoted
Christian family now worships
Orisha. She has built and rebuilt
several shrines including the
famous Oshun shrine in Oshogbo.

Asked about her marriage with
the drummer, Suzan said: "I first
met my husband Lasisi Alarape

Mrs Suzan Wanger Alarape in love with African culture

SUZAN — THE AUSTRIAN
WOMAN WHO WORSHIP5
some years ago in Oshogbo. I fel I
him0’; rtMlth hi? the fira day I saw
h mkdld not hldo mV love from
him ^ecaus?.1 wanted to marry
h m. I wasthnlled by the way he
hmyhth'S,al.kin9drum- lma™d
Wnkb hCrSB °Ve him and 1 don't
it Yes h| KL’ry Sansation about

wife in « was ,0 ba hia lhird
was nn^mySamous home bu’

X PM Of ,h VMCOncern sinca
culture* °' ,h0 Nl8ena" Hfe or

god
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THE BURIAL OF PA GOWON

Wusasa, Zaria was a scene of activities recently as Pa Yohanna
Gowon was finally laid to rest. Many eminent personalities conver­
ged at Wusasa, Zaria to pay their last respects to the father of
Nigeria’s Head of State, General Yakubu Gowon.

Pa Yohanna Gowon lying in state.
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THE SAD END OF

“To everything there is a season”
says the bible, “a time to weep
and a time to laugh, a time to mo­
urn and atimeto dance.’ T o many
Nigerians, Jan. 22,1973 was aday
to weep and mourn. The horror Gabs Manuel

of the air disaster at Kano airport on that
day could be better imagined than discribed

Unimmuned to fits of hysteria, human
beings wept hysterically as the charred
remains of the dead victims of the disaster
were extracted from the plane’s debris.

The scene was of tragedy and bravery.
Amidst the tragic devastation was brave.
heroism exposed by the soldiers, firemen
and volunteers.

To bring the sad events of that fateful day
to your mind's eye, our man-on-the-spot,
GABS MANUEL REPORTS
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The charred interior of the plane after the fire had been extinguished.after the disaster.

A HOLY PILGRIMAGE

i^as ghastly, the grief was deep:
jand volunteers apply water on the charred bodies of the victims.

Monday, January, 22, 1973,
was a public holiday throughout
the Federation of Nigeria. It
was a day set aside for relaxa­
tion and joy in commemoration
of the 2nd All Africa Games
which had just ended in Lagos.
So it was, until 9.45 a.m. when
fate decided otherwise. The
day set aside for merry-making
rather ushered in the darkest
moment in Africa's aviation
history. This history was made
at Kano International Airport,
and consecrated with the blood
of about 176 people returning
from a Holy PilgrimagetoMecca.
This painful moment was re­
miniscent of an occasion in the
not-too distant past when Kano
Airport was the scene of such
ghastly air disaster.

On March 30, 1969, a plane
which crashed at Kano Airport
claimed the lives of Nigeria's
former Minister for Transport,
Alhaji Zanna Bukar Dipcharima;
the Deputy Commandant of the
Board of Customs and Excise,
Mr. Sesi, and three others.

The country's grief was not
yet over when on November 20,
1969, a VC 10 Airliner owned by
the Nigerian Airways crashed
near Lagos and killed 87 people
aboard. The incident was descri-

(PLEASE TURN OVER)
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“To everything there is a season”
says the bible, “a time to weep
andatimetolaugh, a time to mo­
urn and a time to dance.’To many
Nigerians, Jan. 22,1973 was a day
to weep and mourn. The horror Gabs Manuel
of the air disaster at Kano airport on that
day could bebetter imagined than discribed

Unimmuned to fits of hysteria, human
beings wept hysterically as the charred
remains of the dead victims of the disaster
were extracted from the plane’s debris.

The scene was of tragedy and bravery.
Amidst the tragic devastation was brave.
heroism exposed by the soldiers, firemen
and volunteers.

To bring the sad events of that fateful day
to your mind’s eye,our man-on-the-spot.
GABS MANUEL REPORTS..... Here, herd-working ",e"'
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tiplane after the disaster. The charred interior of the plane after the fire had been extinguished.

Was ghastly, the grief was deep:
and volunteers apply water on the charred bodies of the victims.

Monday, January, 22, 1973,
was a public holiday throughout
the Federation of Nigeria. It
was a day set aside for relaxa­
tion and joy in commemoration
of the 2nd All Africa Games
which had just ended in Lagos.
So it was, until 9.45 a.m. when
fate decided otherwise. The
day set aside for merry-making
rather ushered in the darkest
moment in Africa's aviation
history. This history was made
at Kano International Airport,
and consecrated with the blood
of about 176 people returning
from a Holy PilgrimagetoMecca.
This painful moment was re­
miniscent of an occasion in the
not-too distant past when Kano
Airport was the scene of such
ghastly air disaster.

On March 30, 1969, a plane
which crashed at Kano Airport
claimed the lives of Nigeria's
former Minister for Transport,
Alhaji Zanna Bukar Dipcharima;
tho Deputy Commandant of the
Board of Customs and Excise,
Mr. Sesi, and three others.

The country's grief was not
yet over when on November 20,
1969, a VC 10 Airliner owned by
the Nigerian Airways crashed
near Lagos and killed 87 people
aboard. The incident was descri-
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KANO AIR DISASTER
(continued)

bed as a major air disaster in
Nigeria's civil aviation history.

But when disaster struck
again from the air on Monday,
January 22, 1973, it surpassed
all in magnitude and tragedy.
At Kano Airport on this fateful
day, a Royal Jordanian Airlines
Boeing 707 conveying 202 home­
bound pilgrims, crash-landed,
as it was nearing the end of a
scheduled flight from Jedda,
killing 176 passengers. Thirty-
three others aboard the ill-
fated plane escaped death only
by a footstep.

Men have described the air
disaster as the "most rugged in
the world".

The pilot of the ill-fated Jor­
danian Airliner was believed to
have gambled with visibility
and finally piloted the aircraft
to destruction.

At about 9.30 a. m. on that
fateful day. the plane flew into
Kano from Jedda, Saudi Arabia
and after hovering round the
airportfornearlythirty minutes,
it moved in to land. A deafening
bang was heard by people at
the airport as the front wheel
of the plane hit a drainage. This
was why it was generally thou­
ght that the plane had appa­
rently crash-landed and had
burst into flames, a few seconds
afterwards.

There was a confused panora­
ma at the airport as the plane
burned. Hundreds of relatives
and friends ran helter skelter as
the monstrous fire raged. Many
broke down in tears. Others
cried out loud and clear.

Fire fighters were immedia­
tely alerted to the scene of the
crash. The fire was so swift
that many lives were taken in a

A point on the runway where the plane made an impact before
it finally disintegrated.

matter of minutes as rescue
workersand firemen worked as
fast as they could, but found
that they could not meet the
inferno's tempo.

Scores of persons who rushed
to the scene of the disaster fo­
und survivors wandering about,
J’ecause they were too dazed
to think Immediate help was

®'V8n "here P°“ible to survi­
vors. Many could not be helped.
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The final resting place of the dead victims

The burnt tyre of the plane after the disaster. It was found many
yards from the main body of the plane.

The property of the victims being combed for valuablesand information.

"I wished I never saw a scene
like that", a youngman said to
me after visiting the scene of
the crash. He wept as he told
me how he found leaflets of the
Holy Qu'ran scattered all arou­
nd. "I saw a partially burnt
water-soaked trunk box which
revealed a chaplet and the pic­
ture of a Sheikh. Other valua­
bles were exposed, badly burnt."

A combined team of Armed
Forces, medical personnel and
volunteers later in the day, com­
bed the wreckage of the plane
in search of bodies of victims
of the crash. One of the medical
personnel summed up the tra­
gedy after the strenous job of
removing the body of the dead
by saying "there isnt much
left".

That same night, a solemn bu­
rial ceremony was held at the
airport for about 155 charred
bodies recovered from the wre­
ckage of the plane. The bodies,
rapped in pieces of white clo­
th were conveyed in a convoy
of Armed Forces trucks to Wali-
yai Muslim cemetry where they
were given a mass burial. The
armed forces did a commenda­
ble job under severe conditions.

And thus the holy pilgrimage
ended tragically for many people.
It will take time to dry the tears
of those who have suffered and
will still suffer from the losses
incurred due to the crash. But
there is relief in the realisation
that many quarters are pulling
their forces together to see
that the sufferings are allevia-
ated, to some extent. As the dark
clouds gradually disappear and
the gloom dissipates.let those
affected by the crash and all
living Nigerians draw their in­
spiration from the fact that
those who died in their quest to
fulfil the holy obligations did
not die vain.
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casualty of the plane crash: "I do not know how I manarmd m hr, . r
the plane. I am grateful to Allah for keeping meahve" 9

SURVIVORS OF THE PLANE CRASH SPEAK
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Vivacious Mairo Su/e of Saint Louis Giris Secondary School Kano is our February Cover Gi

Here, Mairo is resplendent in Fuleni women's
traditional dress. Mairo displays the Fulani attire for mon

Twenty five years
ago, a missionary,
Rev. mother Colu-
mbanus, brought
thefirstgroupofRev
Sisters from the
Order of St. Louis
Sisters to Kano.
These missionaries
established an insti­
tution in the out
skirts of Kano City.
Since then, the insti­
tution, Saint Louis
Girls Secondary
School, has played
a dominant role in
education through­
out Nigeria. Recen­
tly, the school
celebrated its silver
Jubilee. The cele­
bration marking the
twenty—fifth anni­
versary of Saint
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Fulani traditional dresses displayed by these two beauties
Altina Dodo (left) and Mairo Hussain


