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Faruk Mutallab fallout:

Extrasearch
for Nigerian
alr travellers

It's not fair

AIR passengers traveling to the
United States from or through
Nigeriamust now undergo extra
security screening, including
full body scans and full-body
pat-downs. Their carry-on lug-
gage can also be checked. It was
a direct fall-out from the events
of Christmas Day lastyear, when
the young Nigerian Umaru
Faruk Mutallab allegedly tried
to explode a chemical bomb

aboard an airliner as it was about
to land at the American city if
Detroit. The Federal Govern-
ment reacted sharply to the new
rules yesterday, describing them
as unfair

The American Transporta-
tion Security Administration,
which outlined the new rules in
a directive sent to airlines Sun-
day, also listed Yemen, Saudi
Arabia, Cuba, Iran, Sudan,

Syria, Afghanistan, Algeria,
Iraq, Lebanon, Libya, Paki-
stan, and Somalia as countries
from whom passengers will
also undergo similar thorough
checks.

While four of the countries
affected by the new rules are
described by the US as “state-
sponsors of terrorism,” Nigeria
falls into the category of the
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Murder: Jigawa ex-commissioner bags life jall

From Yusha'u A Ibrahim, Dutse

A Jigawa State High Court
sitting in Ringim yester-
day sentenced former state

Commissioner for Infor-
mation Alhaji Abba Umar
Kukuma and his errand
boy, Alhaji Hamza Muham-
mmad to life imprison-

ment over the murder
of a four year old child,
Aminu Bala as well as the
murder of a three year old*
child, Abba Magaji. Alhaji

Abba Kukuma and Alhaji
Hamza were convicted on
three counts of conspiracy
and murder ofthe two chil-
dren, offences punishable

by death under sections 97
and 221 ofthe penal code.
Delivering his judge-
ment, Justice Ahmad Isa
said “although the evidence

tendered before the court
by the prosecution counsel
were circumstantial, but
the court was satisfied that
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From Johnkennedy Uzoma,Owerri

NATIONAL Chairman of the
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP)
Chief Vincent Ogbulafor has

assured Nigerians that President
Yaradua would return to the
country alive to continue his job
as president.

Ogbulafor told newsmen yes-

terday at the third annual Orlu
Senatorial District cultural meet-
ing at Ohakpu, Oru West LGA of
Imo State that Nigerians should to
continue to pray for the recovery

DAILY TRUST Tuesday, January 5,2010

Yar'adua'll return alive - Ogbulafor

ofthe president.

He said the president was
still in hospital in Saudi Arabia
contrary to insinuations that he

£

had left that country. Ogbulafor

PIC: NAN

FROM left: Governor Danbaba Suntai ofTaraba State, Governor Babangida Aliyu of Niger State, and Nigeria's former Permanent Representative
othe UN, Alhaji Yusuf MaitamaSule, during acondolence visitto Niger State Governor over the death of Maryam Babangida in Minna, yesterday.

Fracas: Police seal Edo
Labour Party office

From Vincent Egunyanga, Benin

POLICE in Edo State yesterday sealed
off the secretariat of the Labour Party
in the state as two factions of the party
engaged in afree forall fight in abid
to secure control ofthe party secretariat.

It would be recalled that the Dr.
Ogbeide led interim executive was dis-
solved by a faction ofthe party last week
which directed the transition committee
to take over the affairs of the party and
conduct congresses for the jarty from
ward to state level.

However, the Ogbeide executive
remained adamant and stayed put at the
secretariat until yesterday when mem-
bers ofthe interim transition committee
chased them out ofthe secretariat and
locked it. The situation atthe secretariat
was broughtunder control by policemen
who were drafted to forestall a break-
down of law and order.

In a press statement, the Publicity
Secretary of the Transition Committee
Mr. Tony Erha explained that the com-

mittee took over the party secretariat
in accordance with the constitutional
requirements of the party to enable it
carry out its mandate of conducting
congresses within three months of its
inauguration.

,"We are using this opportunity to call
on the former protem executive of Dr.
John Ogbeide to formally hand over the
property ofthe party in their possession
to the Transition Committee under the
leadership of Barr. Eddy Osifo sequel to
a notice of handover earlier written to
the former protem Chairman”, the state-
ment said.

Reacting to the development in the
party, Dr. Ogbeide insisted that he was
still in charge, alleging that the Transi-
tion Committee stole the keys to the sec-
retariat.

When contacted, Edo Police Com-
mand spokesman ASP Peter Ogboi said
it was the duty of the police to protect
lives and property. He said the police
would remain in the party office until
normalcy returned.

2 shot in llorin
Stop &Search
operation

From Mustafa Abubakar, llorin

TWO persons were shot by the police for allegedly
failing to stop for search along the New Yidi Road in
llorin Sunday night.

The victims were among six passengers who
boarded a commercial taxi with registration number
XB 384PTG Sunday night. Itwas gathered that police-
men opened fire on the taxi when the driver failed to
stop for search.

“A woman and another passenger died instantly
while a baby is at the University of llorin Teaching
Hospital (UITH) receiving treatment”, said a witness.

Our correspondent gathered that the driver, Isiaka
Rasaki, was also still receiving treatment atthe UITH
at the time of filing this report.

Meanwhile, the Public Relations Officer (PPRO)
ofthe Kwara State Police Command Mr. Dabo Ezek-
iel (ASP) who confirmed the incident said all four
officers on patrol on the day of the incident had been
arrested and would be dealtwith accordingly iffound
guilty. He said the driver of the taxi was responding
to treatment.

described the reportthat the presi-
dent could not be traced to the
hospital as untrue, urging Nigeri-
ansto disregard the rumourin the
interest ofthe country.

Don't carry
drugs or
abscond, Goje
warns Christian
pilgrims

From Aliyu M. Hamagam, Gombe

GOVERNOR Danjuma Goje of
Gombe State has warned Chris-
tian pilgrims not to abscond or
carry hard drugswhile undertak-
ing the pilgrimage to Israel.

He gave the warning in
Gombe yesterday in a farewell
address to the states intending
pilgrims, reminding them that
pilgrimage was a spiritual jour-
ney and neither a business trip
nor tourism or adventure, and
therefore they should desist from
any act capable ofviolating Israeli
laws.

He urged the state contingent
to reciprocate the government’s
gesture by praying for the state
and the country, saying he was
confident that they would repeat
the success story ofthe previous
pilgrimages.

The governor appealed to
them to be good ambassadors ofl
the state while in the holy land ,
by exhibiting exemplary charac-
ters during the trip and abiding
by the guidelines of movement
and adhering to instructions of
their guides. He added that the
cardinal policy of the present
administration was to accom-
modate all religious groups and
interests which was in line with
the posture ofguaranteeing equal
opportunities and fair deal to all
segments of the society in the
overall interest of promoting
unity and harmony in the state.

In his keynote address, the
secretary of the state Christian
Pilgrimage Board Mr. Jessu Maaji
said out ofthe 253 intending pil-
grims from the state, 60 percent
were government sponsored. He
assured the state government ofa
hitch-free pilgrimage.

mmSm 4 >
GOV. Danjuma Goje
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EFCC arraigns, 6 bank officials
over N18bn fraud

By Boco Edet

SIX top officials of Interconti-
nental Bank and five compa-
nies were yesterday arraigned
before Justice Tijani Abubakar
ofthe Federal High Court Lagos
division, by the Economic and
Financial Crimes Commission
(EFCC) for diverting over N27
billion depositors’ fund.

The accused persons: Akin-
wumi Solomon Fabunmi, Toyin
Odesile, Ayoola Ayinde, Bayo

and Ayodele Thomashowever
pleaded not guilty to all the
12-count charge bordering on
money laundering, illegal trans-
fer of depositors fund, criminal
conspiracy, fraudulent conver-
sion and fraudulent withdrawal.

The seventh accused per-
son, Mr. Raymond Obieri, who
was a Director of the bank,
could not be charged along with
them, because the prosecution
informed the Court that the sus-
pectwasill. The trial judge there-

he could be arraigned on another
date.

The Judge also entered a plea of
not guilty for the companies that
"were arraigned together with the
accused persons. The companies
are; Regal Investment Ltd, Tropics
Securities Ltd, Tropics Properties
Ltd, Tropics Finance and Invest-
ment Ltd and Bankinson Nig Ltd,
all owned by the former managing
director ofthe bank, Mr. Erastus
Akingbola. The funds that were
allegedly withdrawn from the

the pretence that they were using
it to purchase shares, between
March and June 2009 stood at
over N18 billion.

They were said to have fraud-
ulently transferred $11.84mil-
lion on March 12, N2.3billion
on May 9, N2.7billion on May
15, N2.8billion on May 15,
N3billion on May 21, NIObil-
lion on May 11, and N8.6billion
between May 27 and June 30, all
in 2009, In some of the counts,
Akingbola and his wife were

sons were jointly represented by
11 Lawyers. Prosecution counsel,
Mr. A Yusufhad asked the court
to remand the accused persons in
prison custody, but the defence
counsel pleaded with the Judge
to remand them in the EFCC
custody. Both parties however
agreed that application for bail
would be heard on Wednesday
January 6.

The Judge ordered that the six
accused persons be remanded
in the EFCC custody while he

Dada, Oluwatoyin Oyelade

Nigeria has 26
million adult

Illiterates - Minister

By Abdullahi M. Gulloma

THERE are about 25,618,185 million adult
illiterates in the country, Minister of State
for Education Hajiya Aishatu Jibril Dukku,
has said.

The minister, who stated this at the
launching ofthe 2009 Global Education For
All (EFA) week celebration in Gombe, said
9,556,703 out ofthe number are maleswhile
16,061,482 are female representing about
37.3 percentand 62.7 percent respectively.

Hajiya Dukku said adult literacy is a
key to achieving Education For All, stress-
ing that literate adults rarely raise illiterate
children.

“Many governments have paid little or
insufficient attention to youth and adult
learningneed Many countries do not have
literacy programmes that capture adults and
youthswho have not had the opportunity to
leam how to read and write,” she said

She stressed that literacy expands peo-
ples choices, give youths more control over
their lives, increases their ability to partici-
pate in society and enhances self-esteem.

The minister also said that the Fed-
eral Government is strongly committed to
ensuring that no child is denied the oppor-
tunity to complete quality primary educa-
tion because itis one ofthe basicprinciples
offundamental human right

“Nigeria recognizes that the Interna-
tional Agreement of the 2015 target date
for achieving Education For All (EFA) will
requirecommitmentand political will from
alllevelsofgovernment. International part-
ners and other stakeholders” she said.

In his goodwill message, Executive Sec-
retary of Universal Basic Education Com-
mission (UBEC) Dr Ahmed Modibbo
Mohammed, said this years celebration is
coming on the heels of UBECSs continued
effort at engaging states and encouraging
them to take proactive steps towards taking
full advantage offederal government inter-
vention in the basic education sub-sector.

“We are delighted that over the years,
UBJBC has partnered effectively with the

state in die implementation of notable j

activities geared towards achieving the over-
all objectives of the Compulsory free Uni-
versal Bask Education in Nigeria,” he said.
The Global EFA Week celebration is an
annual eventaimed at marking the anniver-
saryofthe World Education Forum of Dakar
2w 0, where Nigeriajoined other world gov-
ernments to renew their commitments to
aduewethe six EFAgoals by the year 2015.

after struck out his name so that

bank by the accused persons on

mentioned. The accused per-

adjourned the case to January 6.
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Fuel scarcity not caused by debt, says NNPC

By Hamisu Muhammad

The Nigerian National Petroleum
Corporation (NNPC) yesterday said the
debt being owed contractors by the cor-
poration was not the cause of fuel scar-
city in the country.

NNPC% Group General Manager,
Public Affairs Division, Dr. Levi Ajuon-
uma said the corporations contractors
did not suspend importation ofproducts
on account of the debt being owed them
by the corporation.

“It is not true that our contractors
have suspended importation ofproducts
on account of debts owed them. NNPC
is committed to meeting its financial
obligation to them. In fact, as at today
arrangement is being made to pay them,
and they have assured of their com-
mitment to meet their own side of the
product supply contract. So there is no
threat whatsoever to the supply side of
the business to warrant insinuation of
worse times as far as the fuel situation is
concerned,” Ajuonuma stated.

He said about 18 million litres of pet-

i

rol is currently being distributed to fuel
marketers from Ore Depot, Ondo State,
to ensure adequate supply of petrol to
motorists.

Dr. Ajuonuma maintained that the
corporation has enough stock of petro-
leum products that could serve the
nation for the next 24 days, adding that
cargo ships have been scheduled to sup-
ply the country with enough products all
through the year.

The NNPC spokesman stated that
arrangements have been concluded by
the corporation to engage 250 trucks to
boost the distribution of fuel to retail
outlets across the country.

He appealed to Major Oil Marketing
Association of Nigeria (MOMAN), Inde-
pendent Petroleum Marketers Associa-
tion of Nigeria (IPMAN), the Nigerian
Navy, Depot and Petroleum Products
Marketers Association (DAPMA) and
other stakeholders in the Petroleum
industry, to partner with the NNPC to
ensure effective distribution” of petro-
leum products across the country. “I have
always said that the more the merrier and

sothe NNPC supports the active partici-
pation of all stakeholders. However, the
challenge of distribution is something
that cuts across the industry and so the
Corporation is soliciting the collabora-
tion of all stakeholders to get products
across to the end users because distribu-
tion is internal and we must work hand-
in-hand to address the situation” Dr.
Ajuonuma said.

Itis nottrue

that our contrac-
tors have sus-
pended importa-
tion of products on

account ofdebts
owed them.
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OMBUDSMAN

READERS of Daily Trust, Weekly Trust Sunday Trust,
Kano Chronicle and Amimya newspapers who feel
aggrieved by anyofthe storiesoropinions published
inany of the titlescan take advantage ofour existing
Ombudsman system to file a complaint that will
be Investigated by someone independent of the
publishers ofthe aforementioned titles.

As you may meal a respected journalist Hajia

.

BilkisuYusufhasbeenservingasourOmbudswoman
for the past 2 years. She operates independent of
the Trust titles and investigates complaints from
our readers. In doing this she can demand and get
explanations from the concerned reporter or editor.
Findings by the Ombudswoman are published once
amonth in Sunday Trust We feel thatthis isone way

ofensuring thatour readers also hold us responsible

to the journalistic ethics of fairness, objectivity and
balance.

The idea of the Ombudsman/Ombudswoman is
to bring the concerns ofour readersto the editorial
and managerial attention oftheTrust itles. Itisalso
to create and foster journalistic accountability and
transparencyon behalfofthe public inside our news
organization.

Originally, "Ombudsman," a Swedish word that
dates back to the 19th Century, means someone
who actsas an agent ofthe public Then, itmeant
interveningon behalfofthecitizenswith the Swedish
governmentIn the case oftheTrusttitles, ifyou have
any complaint that needs to be investigated, do not
hesitatetoe mailombucbwoman@dailytrust.com

orsend atext messageto07031894787
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T Bomb
suspect
spentweeks
INn Ghana
before flight

A Nigerian man charged with
trying to blow up a U.S. airliner
bound for Detroit on Christmas
Day spent weeks in Ghanaimme-
diately before starting his journey,
a Ghanaian official said on Mon-
day.

Ghana was unaware of any
security alert on Umar Farouk
Abdulmutallab, 23, when he
arrived in the West African coun-
try, Deputy Information Minis-
ter James Agyenim-Boateng told
Reuters.

“He got in and was processed
by immigration as any other
ECOWAS citizen because we had
no knowledge ofany security alert
on him,” Agyenim-Boateng said.

Abdulmutallab arrived in
Ghana on Dec. 9 from Dubai and
left on Dec. 24 for Lagos, Nigeria,

from where he flewto Amsterdam
and then to Detroit.

While in Ghana Abdul-
mutallab, who gave a Dubai
address, did nothing to arouse
suspicion,  Agyenim-Boateng
said.

Ghana has bought full body
scanners to' 6e installed at the
Kotoka International Airport
in Accra as part of measures to
tighten security, he said. Explo-
sives were found strapped to
Abdulmutallab’ leg.

Nigeria and the Netherlands
have also said they will introduce
full body scanners, Italy will use
them on passengers boarding
some flights, and Britains BAA
airport operator says it will move
quicklyto install them at Londons
Heathrow airport.

NOC Election: Ndanusa accuses Gara
Gombe of abusing court process

By Sunday Ejike Benjamin

MINISTER of Sports Engr.
Sani Ndanusa has said that
the suit challenging his can-
didacy in the election for the
National Olympic Commit-
tee (NOC) President posi-
tion before an Abuja High
Court is a flagrant abuse of
court process.

Former Chairman of
the Gombe State Football
Association, Alhaji Gara
Shuaibu Gombe filed a
motion seeking to serve
NOC with the court proc-
esswhere-in he is challeng-

ing the candidacy of the
Minister of Sports in the
said election.

The court headed by
Justice Othman Musa had
last week directed that
Alh. Gombe’s motion be
moved yesterday but had to
adjourn the matter to Janu-
ary 7, 2010.

In a counter affidavit to
the originating summons
filed by Gombe, Ndanusa
contended that the plain-
tiff is not an executive
member of any sporting
organization affiliated to
the NOC or a member of

the NOC body for him to
have claimed that he has the
locus standi to file the suit.

According to him, the
subject matter in the suit
relates to the activities of
the NOC which is not sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of
the Abuja High Court.

The former chairman
of Gombe State Football
Association is praying
the court for an order of
interim injunction restrain-
ing the NOC from giving
recognition to Ndanusa as
candidate in the said elec-
tion.

Police decry death of traffic wardens

By Misbahu Bashir

THE death of policemen who are being
run over by motorists while on traffic
duty is alarming, the Federal Capital
Territory Commissioner of Police John
Haruna has said.

Speaking atapress briefing in Abuja,
Haruna said that a number of traffic
policemen died after being run over by
reckless drivers in Abuja.

“Most of the cases are hit-and-run,”
he said.

He said the policemen in Abuja face
a lot ofdeath threats while on duty, and
warned motorist to adhere to speed
limit or risk arrest.

He said police will embark ofpatrols
to determine the road to sanitise the
roads.

Haruna said policemen in patrol
respond to distress call quickly and
spend less than five minutes to arrive at
crime scene after receiving call, adding
that officers are drafted all over Abuja
and can be summoned by people who
encounter problem. He said policemen
are ready to offer assistance to those in
need.

The CP said the number of police-
men deployed for night patrol in Abuja
has been increased and mostly twice the
nAmber of policemen on patrol during
the day.
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Britain says It passed
bombing suspect's data to US

BRITISH intelligence passed on
to U.S. authorities information
about a Nigerian accused oftry-
ing to blow up a Detroit-bound
airliner but he was not singled
out as a particular risk, Prime
Minister Gordon Browns office
said yesterday.

Umar Farouk Abdulmutallabs
name was included in adossier of
people who made contact with
known extremists in the United

Kingdom but officials believe he
was radicalized after he left the
country in 2008, according to
Browns spokesman, Simon Lewis.

The disclosure came a day after
British security officials said they
were aware that Abdulmutallab
was in contact with known radi-
cals shortly after he came to the
U.K. in 2005 but did not consider
him a sufficient threat to single
him outand alert U.S. authorities.

Investigators say Abdul-
mutallab, a 23-year-old Nige-
rian who studied engineering in
London and later went to Yemen,
sneaked an explosive device
aboard his Northwest Airlines
flight from Amsterdam to Detroit
on Christmas Day but was not
able to ignite it as planned.

President Barack Obama has
said there was a systemic failure
to prevent the attack and ordered

a thorough review of security
shortcomings. The president has
summoned Homeland Security
officials to meet with him in the
White House on Tuesday.

“Clearly there was security
information about this indi-
viduals activities, and that was
information that was shared with
the US. authorities,” Lewis said.
“That is the key point.” Associ-
ated Press

ar

TOP Intercontinental Bank officials Bayo Dada (left), Ayodele Thomas (middle) and Akinwumi Solomon Fabunmi after EFCC arraigned them
at the Federal High Court, Ikoyi, Lagos, yesterday.

Extra search for Nigerian air travellers

Continued from page 1

other 10, described as being “of
interest” to the US. The rules
went into effect yesterday, but
initial reports from several Euro-
pean countries indicated that they
were still scrambling to digestand
implement them.

Many other passengers who
are not from those 14 countries
ortraveling through them will
continue to see additional screen-
ing measures, according to a sen-
ior TSA official. For instance, in
another refinement of measures
put in place after the Christmas
incident, it isnow up to the planes
captain whether to require pas-
sengers to put away electronic
devices during the flight and to
remain seated for the final hour

before landing.

TSA also said that all pas-
sengers on U.S.-bound interna-
tional flights will be subject to
random screening and airports
were directed to increase “threat-
based” screening of passengers
acting in a suspicious manner.

Passengers travelling to the US
from Cuba, Iran, Sudan and Syria,
countries described by the US as
“state sponsors of terrorism,”
could also be subject to full-body
scanning and explosive detection
technology as part oftheir screen-
ing. The alleged plane bomber
Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab
reportedly told U.S. investigators
he received training and instruc-
tions from al-Qaida operatives in
Yemen. If the security measures
are not followed, the TSA can

penalize the airlines. The penal-
ties could include warnings, fines
and recalcitrant airlines could
ultimately be barred from flying
to the U.S.

Information and Communi-
cations Minister Professor Dora
Akunyili, who spoke for the gov-
ernment yesterday, described
as “unfair” Nigerias inclusion
alongside Afghanistan, Pakistan
and Yemen on a list of countries
whose air travellers will face
tighter screening on journeys to
the United States. She said Faruks
actwas a “one-off” and that it was
unfair to punish the rest of the
nation as a result.

“Abdulmutallab’s behaviour
is not reflective of Nigeria and
should therefore not be used as
a yardstick to judge all Nigeri-

ans. It is unfair to discriminate
against over 150 million people
because of the behaviour of one
person,” Akunyili said. “It isunfair
to include Nigeria on the U.S. list
for tighter screening because
Nigerians do not have terrorist
tendency,” the minister also said.

Mrs Akunyili also said,
“Abdulmutalab was a well-
behaved child from a responsible
family who developed the ugly
tendency to do what he tried to do
because of the exposure outside
the shores of Nigeria. Generally,
no Nigerian wants to die. We are
apeace-loving and happy people.”

The Federal government said
last week that it will start using
full-body scanners at interna-
tional airports as a fall-out from
the Faruk affair.
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Jigawa
ex-commissioner
bags lifejall

Continued from page 1

accused persons were guilty ofall
the charges levelled against them
because neither the accused per-
sons nor their counsel proved
their innocence”

“No satisfactory explana-
tion was given to the court by
the accused persons and or their
counsel that could enable this
court to hold that the evidence
tendered by the prosecution
counsel were weak enough to
relay upon to convict the accused
persons”the judge said.

In his ruling which lasted over
two hours, Justice Ahmad said the
prosecution counsel had to prove
to the court beyond reasonable
doubt that the corpses of the two
children were found in the boot
of the former commissioners
car, that the two accused persons
conspired to evacuate the corpses
and dump same along Kano-
Birnin-Kudu highway, and also
the accused persons concealed
facts by not reporting the matter
to the police. (

The judge said, “In addition
to that, the second accused per-
son has failed to defend himself
before this court on why he ran to
Birnin-Kebbi, Kebbi State shortly
after the unfortunate murder of
the two children.” He said the
court was therefore satisfied with
evidence tendered before it by the
prosecution counsel.

Justice Ahmad said, “After
reviewing judgements of similar
nature, this honourable court has
found the accused persons guilty
of the charges levelled against
them, but owing to the lack of
directevidence that could link the
accused persons to the murder of
the two children, the court relied
on section 222 of the Penal Code
and sentenced the”two accused
persons to life imprisonment.”

While the case lasted, the pros-
ecution counsel called seven wit-
nesses and tendered six exhibits,
while the defence counsel ten-
dered four witnesses in the whole
case. Speaking to Daily Trust
shortly after the judgement, coun-
sel to the two accused persons,
Barrister Adamu Abubakar said
his clients would file an appeal at
Kaduna Division of the Appeal
Court within two days.

Also speaking to our corre-
spondent, prosecution counsel,
who is also the state Director
Public Prosecution, Barrister
Sulaiman Umar expressed satis-
faction with the judgement, say-
ing “ours is to bring the case to
court and follow due processes
in presenting and defending the
case, but only the courtcan deter-
mine the guilt or otherwise ofthe
accused persons and the courthas
done its best in this case.”

Barrister Sulaiman said the
state government'is ready to
defend the case in any court in
case the accused persons decide to
appeal. Heavy security was put in
place at the premises ofthe court
yesterday as armed mobile police-
men were deployed to the court.
Thorough search was conducted
at the main entrance for anyone
going into the premises.
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'Army key to survival of
Nigeria's democracy’

From Isa Liman, Zaria

THE Provost of the Federal College of
Education, Zaria Dr Mouktar Ibrahim
Maccido says the Nigerian Army has a
key role to play in ensuring the growth
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Ondoworkers resumewor”go spiritual

From Leye Adewumi, Akure

CIVIL Servantsin Ondo State yes-
terday converged on the governor
s office in Alagbaka, Akure to offer
prayersto God fora smooth 2010.

Bishop Felix Adejomo of the
Agape Christian Assembly in
company of other ministers of
God led the prayer session. Gov-

ernor Olusegun Mimiko, his wife
Olukemi, the Attorney General
and Commissioner for Justice Eyi-
tayo Jegede and other top govern-
ment officials were present at the
prayer session. Governor Mim-
iko charged workers in the state
to work in line with the desire of
God. He warned that any worker
caught sabotaging government’s

efforts at transforming the state
would be shown the way out.

He assured that any decision
by his administration would be in
the general interest ofthe people of
the state, adding that he wduld not
allow any person or group to sabo-
tage the efforts ofthe government.

The governor said he had
directed the heads of ministries,
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h Of honour to the President, Adamawa Community in Abuja, Alhaji Abubakar
s««d of honour

departments and agencies of gov-
ernment to re-orientate their staff
on government’s programmes.

In his message, Bishop Ade-
jumo said there was a need for
people, especially civil servants to
begin the New Year with God. He
charged the workers to be dedi-
cated and contribute their quota
to the growth of the state.

Hospital refutes allegation on accident victims

From Aliyu M Hamagam, Gombe

THE Federal Medical Center
(FMC) Gombe has denied reports
in some national dailies that it
refused to attend to two accident
victims because they were not
brought in with police escorts.
The Medical Director of the

center Dr. Aliyu Usman ElI- Nafaty
who spoke with our correspondent
atthe weekend in Gombe said there
was a principal medical officer on
duty in the Accident and Emer-
gency Department of the hospital
on the day the accident victims
were brought in, saying there was
no way they would not have been

attended ?o.

He maintained that the hos-
pital was bound by the Federal
Government policy which says
that all emergency cases must
be attended to before any other
consideration.

“It is therefore false for
anyone to claim that accident

vietims were rejected due to
absence of police escorts he
said.

It would be recalled that some
national dailies had reported
that the two persons were vic-
tims of an auto crash which took
place on December 19, 2009
leaving nine persons dead.

Commandant.
Brig Gen Afandi Shehu Bukar Ngorgi
said the annual event was not only an
opportunity to showcase;the rich cultural

nces S
n d s "~ the

Depot Nigerian Army

existence in the barracks.

NIPPSS pegs
admission

From Mustafa Abubakar, llorin

Vv
THE National Institute for
Policy and Strategic Stud-
ies (NIPSS) isto streamline
its admission to permanent
secretaries, directors and
army colonels or equiva-
lent, the Director Gen-
eral, Professor Danfulani
Ahmed, has said.
Professor Ahmed who
spoke on a Radio Kwara
personality interview pro-
gramme,‘Playinghost; said
ahead ofthe 2011 elections,
the institute had drawn up
programmes for the politi-
cal class where issues that
have to do with political
reforms, violence, intimi-
dation and corruption
would be discussed.

Kidnappers take
UniBen worker,
demand N20m

FromVincent Egunyanga, Benin

SUSPECTED  kidnappers
Sunday abducted a female
member of the Redeemed
Christian Church of God
(RCCQG) in Ugbowo area of
Benin who was just about to
enter the church.

The victim identified as
Mrs. SeraLonge, itwaslearnt,
works inthe Bursary Depart-
ment of the University of
Benin.

A witness told our cor-
respondent that Mrs. Longe
hadjustarrivedthe church in
her Toyota Camry car when
three armed men attacked
andtook her away.

According to the witness,
effortsby the members ofthe
church to stop the suspected
kidnappers were unsuccess-
ful asthe kidnappers pointed
guns atthem and threatened
to shoot. The men then took
Mrs. Longe into a waiting
Audi Saloon carand zoomed-
off. Mrs Longe’ family con-
firmed the kidnap yesterday,
butsaidtheywerewarned not
to involve the police.
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'Attempted suicide won't
tarnish Nigeria's image’

From Ibrahim Chonoko,
London

THE alleged attempt to blow
up an American airliner
by Umar Farouk Mutallab
would not adversely tar-
nish Nigerias image abroad,
President of the Nigerians
in Diaspora Organization in
Europe (NIDOE) Dr Alistair
Soyode has said.

Alistair told the Daily

Reps flay US MPs over comment on

By Nasidi A Yahaya

THE House of Representa-
tivesyesterday said the call by
US Congressman Petei; King
and a member of US House
of Representatives, Home-
land Security Committee,
that Farouk should be tried

Trustin Londonthat Nigerias
image “may only be slightly
dented” as a result of the
incident, explaining that the
country was already on the
spotlight for other reasons.
“Terrorism is not some-
thing associated with Nigeria
as a country. Nigerians are
not known to even carry
guns. The incident was
totally unthinkable. Nobody
expected it and many people

in a secret military court is
“unfair and unjustifiable.”
Chairman of Commit-
tee on Diaspora Rep Abike
Dabiri (AC Lagos State)
who condemned the alleged
action of Farouk Umaru
AbdulMutallab  appealed
to Nigerians in Diaspora to

still cant believe it”, he said.

“Nigeria as a country is
law-abiding. Nigerians are
humble and loveto liveagood
life;he said, adding that asthe
heartiest people in the world
who alwayswant to be happy,
Nigeriansdo notfitthe profile
ofsuicide bombers.

He further said interna-
tional border controls may
have more searchlights on
Nigeriansand maydig outthe

exercise restraint and cau-
tion when being subjected to
screening at various airports.

She also advised the secu-
rity agencies globally not to
use the event of Dec. 25,2009
as an excuse to molest and
harass innocent Nigerians in
Diaspora.

names of people they think
are extremists and begin to
search deep.

Echoing President
Obamas laments, Dr Soyode
said the global anti terrorism
system was flawed. “Some-
thing went wrong. The secu-
rity agencies didnt take the
information made available
to them by Farouk father”

“Who should webe asking
whatwentwrong: isitNigeria,

She said: “Having watched
with keen interest the inves-
tigation being carried out by
the security agencies in the
US on the alleged bomber,
Farouk, the Committee is
hereby insisting for an open
court trial rather than a mili-
tary one for the suspected

which has, through his father,
informed the agencies, or the
international agencies, which
allowed this guy to travel
through?”” he queried.
Investigations must also
find out where Farouk found
and put on his body the sub-
stances that could have blown
the plane; whether it was in
Nigeria, Ghana, or the Neth-
erlands, where he took a con-
necting flight to Detroit.

Farouk

bomber.”

“This is important in
order to allow the global
community listen to Farouk
talkinan open court, under-
stand his motivation and
take the necessary learn-
ing as individuals and as
nations,” she added.

'EX-CJIN is
empowered
to swear in
successor’

By Boco Edet

MINISTRY of Justice yester-
daydefendedthe actionofthe
immediate past ChiefJustice
ofNigeria (CIN) Justice Idris
Legbo Kutigi to swear in the
incumbent Justice Aloysius
lyorgyer Katsina-Alu in the
absence ofNigerias President
Umaru Yaradua.

Solicitor-General of the
Federation and Permanent
Secretary of the ministry
Abdullahi Ahmed said the
past CIJN was constitution-
allyempoweredto administer
oath of allegiance and judi-
cial oath on his successor by
the provisions ofthe Second
Schedule ofthe Oaths Act.

It was widely reported in
the media on Monday that
Vice President Goodluck
Jonathan confessed to be in
a state of confusion over the
vacuum the CIN5retirement
would cause the judiciary in
view ofthe absence of Presi-
dent Yaradua to swear in a
SUCCESSOr.

The Ministry of Justice
made availablethe provisions
ofthe Second Schedule ofthe
Oaths Act which authorised
the action to clear doubts
in view of various reactions
from the public bordering on
legality.

According to the Act,
either the President or the
incumbent Chief Justice of
Nigeriaisempowered to ten-
der oath ofallegiance on the
newly appointed CJN.

" Also the judicial oath is
to he tendered by the Presi-
dent or current CJN on the
appointee for the same office.

JUSTICE Aloysius Katsina-
Alu

More suspects guestioned over CAC official's murder

The casewhich was earlierinvestigated by the Federal Capital
Police Command was later transferred to the Criminal Investi
gation Departmentofthe Force Headquarters (FCID) in Abuia
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Abbaand the police are getting useful information on the mat-
ter. He said the woman who was an eye witness has been in the
custody ofthe police for some time. Another witness was said to
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Gov urges declaration of
disaster zone In S/East

FromJohnkennedy Uzoma,Owerri

GOVERNOR Ikedi Ohakim of
Imo State has renewed the call by
the governors of the South East
states on the Federal Govern-

COSIS

IPMAN
N200m

FromJaafarJaafar, Kano

CHAIRMAN of the Kano State
chapter ofthe Independent Petro-
leum Marketers Association of
Nigeria (IPMAN) Alhaji Bashir
Bello said yesterday that the chap-
ter had lost over N200 million as
a result of the fuel scarcity in the
country.

Speaking to newsmen in
Kano, Alhaji Bello said due to the
fact that the products were not
easily obtained from the Nigeria
National Petroleum Corporation
(NNPC) the marketers resorted to
buying from the major marketers
whose prices he said were higher
than the NNPC. He said they were
recording losses because they got
the products from Lagos depots at
N63 per litre, noting that the trans-
portation and other logistic costs
made them to sell at a loss.

Accordingto him, petrol is sold
above the stipulated price of N65
by the marketers in other states,
saying only Kano marketers were
forced to abide by the regulated
price. “In other states, a litre is sold
at N90 to 100, and the product is
available to motorists,” he said.
The chairman faulted a statement
credited to the Minister of State for
Information Alhaji Ikra Aliyu Bil-
bis on deregulation, saying dereg-
ulation of other products like die-
sel and kerosene had not brought
progress to the nation.

GOV. Ibrahim Shekarau

ment to declare the zone adis-
aster area to enable it deal with
erosion problem in the zone,
Ohakim who spoke yester-
day in Owerri at a state holders’
forum said besides visits to ero-
sion sites in the zone by the Sen-

ate Committee of the National
Assembly, the zone also made
new presentations atthe Senate
retreat in Enugu on November
2000.

He said of the 460 erosion
sites identified in the zone,73

had been studied and designed
with their Bill of Engineering
Measurement and Evaluation
(BEME) which had been costed
and ready for award to compe-
tent contractors. He said the
state Ministry of Petroleum and

Environment had completed
the control of four erosion sites
in Nkwo-Mbaa in Isiala Mbano
LGA, Ebenator-Ekwe in Isu
LGA, Umuorji Mgbidi in Oru
West LGA and Okwu Uratta,
Owerri North LGA.

PIC NAN

Kaduna budget NOU  Plateau judiciary
realistic- AC

From Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

THE Action Congress (AC) has expressed
reservation on the N196.7 billion 2010
budget presented by the Kaduna State Gov-
ernor Namadi Sambo to the state House of
Assembly, describing it as unrealistic.

The AC in a statement signed by its state
Publicity Secretary Barrister Mohammed
Musa Soba said the budget was a carry over
and duplication of the failure of the 2009
budget ofthe state.

The party alleged that the budget had
an in-built borrowing mechanism of over
N100 billion which he said would give the
state governor free hands to borrow funds
at the slightest opportunity.

“Under the Namadi administration,
every financial year begins and ends with
either a loan facility or grant that we all
understand to be debts despite denials by
the government. Yet, there is nothing on
ground to suggest that such huge resources
are judiciously spent,” he added.

While condemning the moves by the
state governor to source for funds through
the sale 0ofN20 billion bonds, the party urged
the state House of Assembly not to approve
the N20 billion bond, saying instead, it

should commence moves to impeach the gov-
ernor for abuse of budgetary procedures and
disrespect for fiscal discipline.

“We cannot continue to live on borrowed
resources while our hard earned resources
are channelled into private business empires.
Kaduna State has had enough of executive
lawlessness and financial mismanagement
under the present administration,” the state-
ment said. *

But the Special Adviserto the Governor on
Media and Public Affairs Alhaji Umaru Sani
while reacting to the statement described it
as malicious and unguarded, adding that the
budget was conceived with the aim ofmeeting
the yearnings and aspirations ofthe people of
the state. In atelephone interview, the gov-
ernors aide described the budget proposal as
realizable. He said the budget was all-encom-
passing and that if passed by the state Assem-
bly, it would go a long way in addressing the
problems ofthe state.

We cannot waste our time responding
to this malicious statement. In the first place,
Soba is not the Publicity Secretary ofthe AC
in Kaduna State. Our own concern isto deliver
the dividends of democracy to the people who
voted for the governor. So we are not going to
allow anybody to distract us,” he said.

workers suspend
strike

From Ahmed Mohammed, Jos

THE Judiciary Staff Union of Nigeria
(JUSUN) Plateau State chapter has suspended
the two-month old industrial action byjudici-
ary workers all over the country over the non
implementation ofthe consolidated Judiciary
Salary Structure by the federal and state gov-
ernments:

The Chairman of the union Comrade
Philip Adik told newsmen in Jos yesterday
that it decided to suspend the strike as a result
ofagreements reached with the state govern-
ment over the payment of the consolidated
salary structure (CONJUSS).

He said at the end oftheir negotiations, the
state government agreed to pay the workers
the consolidated salary and appealed to them
to resume work since government was com-
mitted to fulfil the agreement.

Comrade Adik assured workers that the
union was doing everything within its pow-
ers to ensure the implementation of the
agreement by the government. He said the
state chapter ofthe union had since informed
the national secretariat of JUSUN about the
development.
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Reps angry
with FG

Insecurity

By Nasidi A Yahaya

THE House of Representatives
has expressed displeasure over
the inability of Federal Govern-
ment to address the problem of
food insecurity in the country.

" Chairman of committee
on Agriculture Rep Gbenga
Makanjuola told newsmen in
Abuja that the country failed to
address insecurity in the sector
despite the huge investment in
the nation’ agricultural sector
over the past three years.

He however tasked Federal
Government to put in place a
strategic framework that would
enhance quick implementation
of agricultural projects in order
to ensure adequate food supply
to the citizenry.

He said: “There is little or
nothing to show for the more
than N100 billion invested in
the sector in the last three years
as many Nigerians are still hun-
gry”, adding that the committee
would take definite actions this
year in the bid to ensure struc-
tural transformation of the sec-
tor.

Makanjuola explained that
the committee during the con-
sideration of the 2010 budget
proposal for the ministry, had
wanted to suspend allocation of
funds to the sector in the 2010
budget, but reversed the deci-
sion after consideration of its
impact on other sub-sectors.

He said “if we go that way,
several sub-sectors within the
agricultural sector will suffer
some set back and this informed
our decision against taking that
decision.”

The chairman also blamed
officials of Federal Minis-
try of Agriculture and Water
Resources for the lapses in the
implementation of some agri-
cultural programmes which led

Tuesday, January 5,2010

By Boco Edet

A Pastor in Lagos has been sen-
tenced to four years imprison-
ment by the Lagos High Court
for defrauding members of an
organisation, Christian Million-
aire Club, which he set up for
personal gain.

Pastor Michael Spring Inyang
was found guilty on all 17 count
charges filed against him by the
Economic and Financial Crimes
Commission (EFCC) after his
members petitioned him for
spending their monies invested
in the club. - - =

Inyang used the club to per-
suade members to part with their
resources with an assurance that
they would be rewarded.

He also told his victims that
his club was affiliated to a popu-

lar Christian body in U.S.A. and
as such whatever they contribute
would be rewarded at the end of
the year, leading many ofthe vic-
tims to sell their properties, while
some borrowed money from the
banks to investin the dub.

The pastor used the money to
move from one room apartment
in Egbeda to a duplex in a choice
area in Lagos while he bought
state ofthe art cars to complement
his new status.

Also convicted of fraud at the
end of 2009 are Alii Olumide
Monsuru, Benjamin Aniegbo
Aifubhekan and Sanusi Olaniyi
AbdulWasiu.

Monsuru, a corps member,
bagged three years and two
months for forgery and posses-
sion ofcounterfeit foreign cheque.
He was arrested at the Murtala

NEWS

Pastor, 3 others
oerood Jalled for fraud

Mohammed International Air-
port , Ikeja when he was about to
board a Virgin Nigeria aircraft to
South Africa after NDLEA offi-
cials at the airport searched his
luggage and discovered counter-
feit travelers’ cheques concealed
in three pairs of shoes.

The convict was later handed
over to ,the EFCC and was
arraigned before Justice J.E. Sha-
kharo of the Federal High Court
Lagos in 2008 on a 23 count and
was found guilty on all the counts.

An IkejaHigh Court sentenced
Aifubhekan to three years impris-
onmentwithoutoption offine for
swindling one Nurudeen Inuwa
ofmillions of naira.

He was arraigned by EFCC on
a 40 count charge bordering on
conspiracy and obtaining by false
pretences.

In addition to his sentence, he
was to forfeit as restitution; one
million naira recovered from him
to be paid to the victim; a path-
finder Nissan jeep with registra-
tion Number DU 669 EKY. The
convict is also to pay the sum of
N20.000 every month to the vic-
tim through the EFCC until the
outstanding sum of N 1.95 million

is fully paid.
AbdulWasiu of Olabisi Ona-
banjo University, Ago-lwoye

also bagged a 56 year jail term
shortly before christmas after
Justice Lawal Shuaibu ofthe Fed-
eral High Court, Kaduna found
him guilty on all the eight count
charged filed against him by the
EFCC on October 23, 2008. The
convict had been arrested for
internet fraud before his arraign-
ment.

to the slow pace pfdevelopment
in the agricultural sector.

Yar'adua: Buhari, Atiku,
Enahoro, others to meet

By Muideen Olaniyi

FORMER Head of State General
MuhSmmadu Buhari, forrper Vice
President. Atiku Abubakar and Chief
Anthony Enahoro are expected to
meet and discuss the effect of Presi-
dent Umaru Yaraduasabsence on the
country.

Also expected at the proposed
talks whose date was yet to be fixed
include all chairmen of political par-
ties in the country as well as Chief
Olu Falae, Alhaji Balarabe Musa, Dr
Tunji Braithwaite, ProfPat Utomi and
Alhaji LateefJakande among others.

The Secretary ofthe Mega Summit
Movement (MSM), Olawale Okun-
niyi, who spoke on the planned meet-
ing yesterday, said the intervention of
the political class in the constitutional
crisis created by Yar’ adua’ health is
inevitable considering the negative
scenario already steering the nation
in the face.

He said the Leader of the MSM,
Chief Enahoro may be advised to
review the ongoing process and sum-
mon a special all politicians summit
to decide the intervention of the
political class over the presidential
crisis.

FEDERAL Capital Territory Minister Adamu Aliero (middle) addressing residents of Apo Village during his environemtal
inspection of the area in Abuja recently.

Anambra: Soludo remains PDP's
candidate, says Supreme Court

By Sunday Ejike Benjamin

THE Supreme Court yesterday insisted that
the former Central Bank of Nigeria Governor
Prof. Chukwuma Charles Soludo remains the
Anambra State gubernatorial candidate of the
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) forthe Febru-
ary 6,2010 governorship election in the state.

The Justices of the apex court cut short
their vacation to hear an application filed by
two aggrieved members of the Anambra State
PDP, Mr. Valentine Ozigbo and Mrs. Victoria
Nwankwo, seeking the reversal of an order of
the court which gave Soludo a lifeline having
been barred earlier.

The five-member panel of Justices led by

Justice George Oguntade maintained that Prof.
Soludo remains the tentative candidate ofthe
PDP in the Anambra State gubernatorial elec-
tion until the determination ofthe substantive
appeal which he filed against an order of the
Court of Appeal which restrained him from
parading himselfas the party’ choice. It.also
warned the Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC) against defying its order
made on December 17,2009.

The PDP members led by Valentine Ozigho
and Mrs. Victoria Nwankwo are challenging the
emergence of Soludo as the PDP% candidate.

In his short ruling, Justice Oguntade
adjourned the matter till January 14, for hear-

ing.



10 ISM

DA' LY TR UST Tuesday, January 5, 2010

Sokoto govtwarns farmers,
herdsmen

From Rakiya A.Muhammad, Sokoto

THE Sokoto State government
has called on farmers and herds-
men in the state to always channel
their grievances to the appropri-
ate quarters for solution instead of
taking the laws into their hands.

The Commissioner for For-
estry and Animal Health Alhaji
Shehu Mohammed Dan Chadi
gave the warqging yesterday
in Sokoto whiile-speaking on

Aliyu tasks
parents on
child care

From Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

GOVERNOR of Niger State Dr
Muazu Babangida Aliyu has
called on parents to pay more
attention to their children as he
advised that the attempted plane
bombing in the United States by
a Nigerian, Umar Faruk Abdul-
mutallab should serve aswarning
to parents to ensure close moni-
toring oftheir children.

The governor gave the charge
in Minna yesterday when Gover-
nor Danbaba Suntai of Taraba
State paid him a condolence
visit over the death of Maryam
Babangida.

“Parents should be watchful
on the activities of their children
as the case of the Nigerian who
attempted to bomb a US pas-
senger plane remains a constant
reminder ofthe need for vigilance
on what our children do” he said.

Aliyu said one of the sterling
qualities Maryam Babangida had
as a parent was her ability to give
her children the best in moral
upbringing, adding that Nigerian
parents should advance ways
to ensure that their children are
trained in line with the fear of God
for a better society.

Taraba State Governor Suntai
said Nigeria and Africa had lost
a great woman in Maryam, as he
prayed to God to give the family
and country the fortitude to bear
the loss. Suntai was accompanied
on the visit by the Taraba House
of Assembly Speaker Alhaji Ali,
some local government chairmen
and the state chairman ofthe PDP

efforts of the state government
to check disputes between the
two groups.

He disclosed that the min-
istry received three complaints
on disputes between farmers
and herdsmen in Tureta, Rabah
and Tambuwal Local Govern-
ment Areas of the state.

He however said the disputes
were settled amicably with the
assistance of traditional rulers
in the areas. The commissioner

IWORKERS resuming at the Federal Secretariat after the New Year celebration in Abuja yesterday.

stated the state government’s
commitment towards reducing
the level of dispute between
cattle rearers and farmers in
the state. He noted efforts by
the ministry to retrieve some
grazing reserve which he said
would be handed over to their
real owners.

This, he said, was to further
achieve peace between farmers
and herdsmen.

Meanwhile, the Chairman

Miyyeti Allah Cattle Rearers
Association in Sokoto Alhaji
Muhammad Bello Wamakko
has said about 60 percent of
cattle rearers in the state had
migrated to other parts of the
country in search of pasture for
their animals.

The chairman said many of
the cattle rearers migrated due
to inadequate grazing reserves
in the state. According to him,
most of the grazing reserves

FRSC to prosecute traffic light

From Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

ANY motorist caught violat-
ing traffic light rules in Kaduna
roundabouts will be prosecuted,
the state Sector Commander of
the Federal Road Safety Commis-
sion (FRSC) Mr Harrison Pepple
said yesterday.

He told our correspondent
that henceforth, any motorist
caught would be charged to court.

He said the introduction ofthe

“zero operation” by the command
during the festive period reduced
road accidents.

“I cannot give you the statistics
because we are still collating the
data and as soon as we finish we
are forwarding itto our headquar-
tersin Abuja for necessary action.
What I can tell you is that we had
fewer accidents in 2009 compared
to 2008,” he said. He called for a
holistic change ofattitude among

Muslim students petition
LagosHouse of Assembly

From Zakariyya Adaramola, Lagos

THE Muslim Students Society
of Nigeria (MSSN), Lagos State
Area Unit, has written to the
Lagos State House of Assem-
bly, complaining against what it
called “the anti-Islamic stance™of
the state government”.

MSSN in a petition dated
December 28th, 2009 said the
state government under the rep-
resentation of Mrs. Sarah Sosan,
the Deputy Governor, had not
only been showing dislike for
Islam, but had also been express-
ing hatred and insensitivity to the
plight of the Muslim students.

In the letter jointly signed
by its Amiir (president), Mallam
AbdulHammeed Bankole and
Secretary, Mallam Idris Abdul-
Hameed, MSSN said rather than
encouraging the student body, the
state government had been creat-

_ing obstacles to the success ofits

activities.

road users, pointing out that
most.of the accidents on Nige-
rian roads wete preventable. He
reiterated the readiness of his
command to partner with rel-
evant organisations in the state
to reduce accidents.

“We Nigerians pay deafears
to issues of road safety and that
is why we keep recording acci-
dents. Excessive speed is still the
major cause of accidents. We

provided by the state govern-
ment have been turned into farm-
lands and other structures

He underscored the contri-
bution of cattle rearers to the eco-
nomic development of the state
and the nation. He commended
the state Ministry of Forestry and
Animal Health for ensuring the
provision ofgrazing reserves while
calling on farmers and herdsmen
to always live peacefully for the
development ofthe state.

offenders

must adhere religiously to the
prescribed speed limit of 100
and 80 kilometers per hour for
private and commercial motor-
ists respectively,” he said.

He also stressed the need for
commercial motorcyclists pop-
ularly known as okada riders in
the state to undergo tests and
obtain class A driving license
in order to reduce motorcycle
accidents.

Rivers govt dismantles
airport roadblock

From Muhammad Bello, Port
Harcourt

RIVERS State Governor
Chibuike Amaechi has disman-
tled a road block at the Port
Harcourt International Airport
Omagwa junction for causing
hardship to motorists.

The road block mounted

by men of the Swift Operation’ '(..jams,

Squad (SOS) had constituted
serious traffic jam in Port
Harcourt during the Christ-
mas and New Year holidays.
Governor Amaechi, who
drew the attention ofthe most
senior police officer at the
check point, condemned the
attitude of subjecting motor-
ists to iinnece_s8a.ry traffic
i; ilkM —E | -
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Sen Legogie
extols Maryam's

virtue

By Abdulmutallib A. Abubakar

A former lawmaker, Sena-
tor Albert Legogie, yester-
day extolled the virtue of
the late First Lady Maryam
Babangida saying she has
left remarkable legacies
that should be emulated by
all and sundry.
min a condolence mes-
sage, the former Member of
the Parliament said “Hajiya
Maryam was a woman of
inestimable value whose
worth was immeasurable
"and a role par excellence.
In her private life, she was
highly devoted house-
wife, an exceedingly car-
ing mother and a sagacious
councilor who was a foun-
tain of support to her hus-
band, family, friends and
associates”

Legogie who repre-
sented the Edo North Sena-
torial zone, Edo state?in the
botched transition from
military to civilian rule in
1993 when Gen. Babang-
ida was military president
stated that the late Mrs.
Babangida had empowered
the lives ofwomen and chil-
dren especially in the rural
areas which presently isbat-
tling with abject poverty.

GOVERNOR Adebayo Alao-Akala (middle) of Oyo State, Alhaji Taofeek Arapaja (second left), Oyo State Deputy
Governor, Justice Badejoko Adeniji (second right), Oyo State ChiefJudge, Chief Layiwola Olakojo (right), Oyo SSG,
and Alhaji Moruf Atilola (left). Speaker, Oyo State House of Assembly, during an interdenominational New Year
service held by the Oyo State Civil Servants in Ibadan yesterday.

Terror attack:

Islamic group faults
UK's reaction

THE United Kingdom-based Islamic
Human Rights Commission said the new
security measures are a knee-jerk reaction
to the recent failed terrorist attack on flight
253 by suspect Umar Farouk Abdulmutallib.

Gordon Brown has ordered the use of
full body scanners as part of new meas-
ures to tighten security, which has been
described as an invasion of privacy by the
European Commission.

IHRC Chair Massoud Shadiareh states:
“Apart from the costs ofthe scans, the body
scanners are not an effective tool to deal
with the terrorist threat since few countries
would have the body scanners and some-
one with intent to attack can quite obvi-
ously do it on the return flight.

“We fear that these measures are just a
political stunt to appear tough on security

Group wants search team
By La«ii Sadiq

HUMAN Rights Writers” Association of
Nigeria (HURIWA) yesterday urged the
National Assembly to order a search team
to find out the precise whereabouts ofPres-
ident Umaru Yaradua and report back to
Nigerians with verifiable video evidence.
Coordinator of HURIWA Emmanuel
Onwubiko said the search team should
include top government officials, National
Assembly leaders, the organized civil soci-
ety, Nigerian Medical Association and the

issues rather than deal with the problems
effectively. The new proposed policies of
profiling and body scanning mask the real
issue which isa gross failure to act on intel-
ligence.

“IHRC is concerned that such meas-
ures are counter-productive and ineffec-
tive and will result in the further targeting
of the Muslim community. Ben Wallace,
Conservative MP, involved in the project
to test the scanner's effect has stated that
the scanners would be unable to detect
low density materials like the one used by
Umar Farouk Abdulmutallib,” it said in a
statement sent to Daily Trustvia email.

IHRC noted that had basic procedure
been followed, Umar Farouk Abdul-
mutallib would not have boarded the
plane to the U.S.

launched for Yar'adua

Nigerian Bar Association (NBA).

The group blamed the uncertainty ofthe
whereabouts and the absence of the presi-
dent in the last forty days for the unprec-
edented situation of insecurity across the
country and the killing of Nigerian citizens
by Cameroonian gendarmes in the Bakassi
peninsula.

It urged the National Assembly legisla-
tors to resolve the long standing constitu-
tional crisis brewing because of the lead-
ership vacuum that exists in the executive
arm ofgovernment.

NEWS

PIC: NAN

Speaker's
alde
loses
mum

By Nasidi A Yahaya

THE death has occurred
of Alhaja Sarat Ajoke
Afuape Adebayo. Aged
85 years Alhaja Adebayo
died on 31st December
2009 and buried 1st Jan-
uary 2010 according to
Muslim rites.

The  deceased is
the mother of Special
Adviser to the Speaker of
House of Representatives

on Political Matters,
Alhaji Afolabi Afuape
Moruuf.

Meanwhile the eight
days fidau prayer will
hold at her residence
Elite Ro'ad Junction
Eight Idi Aba Abeokuta
on Friday January 2010
by 10am.

She is also survived
by Barrister Olalekan
Adebayo, Hajiya Isiwat
Akamo and Hajiya Isi-
mot Ogunsola.

The Islamic Development Bank (IDS) is pleased to
announce its annual prize for Women’s Contribution
to Development for the year 1431H/2010G

The IDB Prize for Women Contribution in
Development was established in 1427H toreward and

encourage the accomplishment of outstanding merit
i thatwas aimed at or resulted in integrating women in

3 i
f the development process, it recognizes women's

V contribution to the socioeconomic development of the
IDS membercountries and the Muslim communities in

non-member countries.

The prize, which is awarded on a yearly basis, consists ofa
cash award of US$ 50,000 for an individual woman and a
cash award of US$ 100,000 for a non-governmental
organization. Each year, the topic of the prize varies. For
1431H/2010G, the topics are as follows.’

¢ ForIndividuals: Young Women's Development

>
¢ ForOrganizations: Female Youth Development.

The deadline for receiving the completed and documented
applications at the IDB Headquarters is 22md Safar 1431H
corresponding to 7¢February 2010G.

The prizes wifi be awarded to the winners during the forthcoming
35kAnnual Meeting ofthe IDB Board of Governors to be held in
Baku, Azerbaijan on 11-12 Rajab 1431H)23-24 June 2010G(, =«

The guidelines, brochures and the application forms are
accessible on a dedicated webpage of the IDB website

fvww.isdb.orol ‘
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Kano health workers get new pay
From Rugayyah Yusuf Aliyu, Kano

THE Kano State government isto implement the new medical
workers’salaries as reviewed by the Federal Government, the
Director General ofthe stateshospitals managementboard Dr
Ibrahim Yakasai has said.

Yakasai said this when he received members ofthe Medical
and Health Care Workers Union of Nigeria who paid him a
courtesyVvisitin his officeyesterday. He said when implemented,
the consolidated salaryscalewould motivate the health person-
nelin dischargingtheir statutory responsibilities. He urged the
health workers notto relentin their responsibilities asthey deal
with human lives.

The Director, Medical Services ofthe board Dr Sulaiman Sani
Wali said the board was working towards addressing the prob-
lems of stagnation, training and re-training ofhealth workers
whicharethe major problems ofthe personnel. Speakingearlier,
the chairman ofthe health workers union in the state Comrade
KabiruAdo Sani Minjibirwho led the delegationcommended the
board for renovating and equipping health facilities in the state.

Gov's aide faults contract award
process

From Ismail Adebayo, Birnin Kebbi .
THE Special Adviserto Kebbi Governor Usman Dakingari on
Due Process Barrister Aminu Usman has faulted the contract
award process in his state, saying it was one ofthe problems he
had to tackle upon his appointment.

The Adviser who spoke with our correspondent in Bimin
Kebbi said the irregularities had grave consequences on the state.

Barrister Usman said, “To tackle the problem, the state gov-
ernment had to come up with a legislation on procurement of
construction materials” He noted that the difficulties experi-
enced inthe past on goods, services and construction works by
governments had resulted in wastages.

AC faults chieftain on PDP

From Ismail Mudashir, ment ofthe Peoples Demo-
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Useni seeks update
on Yar'adua

From Andrew Agbese, Jos

CHAIRMAN ofthe Baird of Trustees ofthe Arewa Consulta-
tive Forum (ACF) retired General Jerry Usenihas asked Federal
Government officials to update Nigerians on the health of the
president.

Useni who spoke with newsmen in Jos yesterday said gov-
ernment officials were not fair to Nigerians on the issue, giv-
ing assurances that the president would soon return to the
country.

He said Nigerians did not need assurances but woujd like to
knowthetrue state ofhis health. Useni maintained thatin other
civilized democracies, the citizens were constantly updated on
their president’ health. “Every day they say the president is
doingverywell and that he will be coming soon. But the “soon”

has become so many that they dontknow whatto sayagain. So
the government officials are not being fair to Nigerians, they
should tell us what is happening to our president’; he said.

Useni said itwould however be wrong to force the president
to resign as some people are now pressurizing, as he s™id, res-
ignation should come willingly and not enforced, saying the
constitution made that very clear.

He said ifhowever the president decidesto resign on hisown,
the constitution has made it clear that the vice president should
take over and that it does not matter where the vice president
comes from since it isa constitutional matter.

Useni used the opportunityto wish Nigerianswell in the New
Year, noting that though it mightbe a campaign year for politi-
cians, politicians should try to eschew politics of bitterness in
the interest ofthe nation.

Niger water board decries wastage

From Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

THE Niger State Water Board has advised people to desist
from wasting water as it may obstruct the board’ services.

The message which was contained in a press release signed
by the Public Relations Officer ofthe board Malam Suleiman
Ibrahim yesterday in Minnasaid the board had been directed
to disconnect users who have damaged pipes.

According to the release, disconnected consumers found
fixing their pipeswithout going through appropriate channels

would be completing the  Abdulkareem and Mr.

will be fined for illegal connection.

The statement urged consumers to report promptly, any
leakage along water pipelines to officers ofthe board, adding
thatitwould go a long way to ensure better service delivery.

Inarelated development, residents have decried poorwater
service, especiallyat the Dutsen Kuraand Ungwar Kaje area of
Minnaasthey complained thatthey have suffered acute water
shortage. Mustapha Aliyu, aresidentofDutsen Kura, said the
authorities ofthe board should intensify commitmentto bring
succour to the people.

Zzoning

of PDP% zoning formula  should not be seen to be

Kaduna

THE North-East zone of
the Action Congress (AC)
has condemned statements
credited to a party chief-
tain in Gombe State, Alhaji
Mohammed Hassan lbra-
him on the zoning arrange-

cratic Party (PDP), describ-
ing it as embarrassing.

The Baraden Gombe had
while reacting to the illness
of President Umaru Musa
Yaradua said if Vice Presi-
dent Goodluck Jonathan
assumes office as the presi-
dent of the country, he

four year tenure of Presi-
dent Yaradua and that the
vice president would come
from the North-West zone
in order not to distort the
zoning of the PDP.
Reacting to his com-
ments in a statement jointly
signed by Alhaji Bulama

Ezekiel Duniya, the chair-
man and secretary respec-
tively, the party described
the opinion as personal and
that it was not its stand.

“If we may ask, whose
zoning formulawas he refer-
ring to? When has Alhaji
Hassan become an advocate

while still parading himself
as a chieftain of an opposi-
tion party, the Action Con-
gress? ’; they party queried.
According to the party,
“It is a constitutional issue
that is open to every quali-
fied person from the north-
ern part ofthe country. We

working against the col-
lective interest of our zone
for reasons that are neither
reasonable nor persuasive,”.
They asked the state chap-
ter ofthe party to immedi-
ately take appropriate dis-
ciplinary measures against
Alhaji Hassan.



DAILY TRUST

Tuesday, January 5,2010

Online Reactions

WHATPEOPLEARE SAYING ON www.dailytrust,com

Demolition: Kagini residents protest defiance of court

THE Minister of FCT must respect the
time tested and time honored principle of
rule of law and halt the heartless demoli-
tion of structures where the poor people
elive and eke out a living. The FCT admin-
istration ought to provide softlanding and
palliatives for the hundreds of thousands

IGP Ogbonna Onovo

Onovo wants
better policing

THE 1G should please check the
activities of police men at Ikotu
and lgando police divisions in
this drive to ensure better polic-
ing. Some of them have made
citizens around these Lagos sub-
urbs to live in fear as their human
rights orp jrinily in the
name of checking points inside
their streets.

Kunle

kunle@yahoo.com

Police step up
counter
terrorism efforts

I think is a good thing to map
out strategy to counter terrorism.
Nigerian Police should be proac-
tive. They should not allow crime
to happen before thinking ofhow
to tackle it.
Abdulsalam Ameen
amisat2004@yahoo.com
KK AR KKK Kk ok x AA**AAK AR K *
Even ifthe memory ofthe Apo-
sixkilling and that oflate Moham-
med Yusufs alleged summary
execution are now fading from
the mind of Nigerians, its perti-
nent for the Inspector General of
Police to know that he will need to
employ serious measures to incul-
cate discipline and humanity in
the Police service before embark-
ing upon the voyage ofcountering
terrorism.
Isa Mariri
Jsamariri@yahoo.com

Kidnapper nabbed as

he collects ransom

KIDNAPPERS should be severely

punished to serve as adeterrentto

prospective kidnappers.
Abdulsalam Ameen
amisat2004@yahoo.com

Government.

of victims of forced evictions because it is
inhuman and dehumanizing to evict citi-
zens forcefully without sufficient notice
and alternative settlements provided by

From our experiences in the last ten
years, successive administrations in Abuja

jn Abuja.

have competed among themselves to see
who would emerge the best and most bru-
mal minister of FCT and the poor people
are at the receiving end ofthis vicious com-
petition among these public office holders

\ But | ask; why do public office hold-
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ers derive joy in unleashing monumental
hardship and economic adversities on the
urban and rural poor in Nigeria? Why are
the poor people in Abujatreated as outcasts
in their own country? It unjust.

Emmanuel Onwubiko

doziebiko@yahoo.com

Farouk not representative of Nigeria -Obasanjo

IN fact what Obasanjo said is
true and | am one hundred per-
cent together with him in this
matter. This should not be area-
son to judge Nigerians as crimi-
nals since this is an action taken
by one individual and to serve
onlyhis purpose and not that of
the country.

Abubakar Chika Maru

abubakarsuleiman2009@yahoo.com

****** PR S

What the former president
said is the truth. What are going
to benefitbykilling innocent peo-
ple? This is not part of our reli-
gion? Did he think there is any for
what he intended to do?

Sadig Ahmad

sadigsag@yahoo.com

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA* AAA

A Nation like Nigeria cannot

be put to condemnation simply

by the criminality of one person.
Isa Mariri
isamariri@yahoo.com

While I do not support killing
ofinnocent souls under any guise
I will still give Umar the benefit of
doubt because we are yet to hear
his own side ofthe story.

Tijjani SDarma

tsdarma@gmail.com

AA* AAAA*A*AAAAAAAAAA*AAAAA

I thank our leaders. We need
to understand that our Nigeria
is not as great as we pretend it is.
We talk of potential, but that is
all. If we had a solid, responsive
and responsible government, this
will not be happening. Our gov-
ernments lack the potentials to
govern.

CJIN's swearing

I want to use this medium to
commend the Vice president on
his stewardship so far and pray
that God would grant him the

NEW ChiefJustice of Federa-
tion Katsina-Alu

strength and wisdom he requires
to see that things are done prop-
erly. I'm not a lawyer, but as far as
I'm concerned the constitution of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria is
“complete”, therefore when issues
like these arise, we should consult
the constitution. Period.
Abdulkadir Ali Bage
alizakiOOl @yahoo.com
AAAAAAAAA* AAA* AAAAAAAAAAAA
Its interesting that the Vice
President joined the confusion
bandwagon. Thank God he came
out ofit. However, as he confessed,
those involved (the AG) had to
face the situation and so came up
with the answer. That is what they
should have done earlier and all
the confusions would have been
averted. In this and many similar

mH
UMAR Farouk Mutallab

This is an indictment of the
Nigerian government and not
its people. Think of it...do you
trust the Nigerian government
to provide security? Why should

issues that will come up with the
continued absence of the presi-
dent, will the No. 2 citizen con-
tinue being confused before those
the president appointed and who
are handsomely paid to do their
duties?

Adzu Midlu

adzumails@yahoo.com

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Dontworry Mr.VR more con-
fusion are coming,ifa right thing
isnot done.

It also reveals how our law-
yers/judges are bereft of reading
cultureiimagine, a section of that
act could notbe mentioned by any
lawyer/judges,until atadie minute
when the country is heading for a
catastrophe.PDP and Govt.official
by their action and inaction gave

Envoy defends information on Yar'adua's illness

WHAT we Nigerians are wor-
ried about is how Mr. President
is doing, because we care for him
and the country. Our question for
Mr. High Commissioner and all
government officials is this: “did
you see or talk to Mr. President?
How is he doing?”

Musa Kalim Muhammad

kalimimam@gmail.com

One thing that appears to be
our greatest undoing is that, peo-
ple tend to be more fascinated
about negative news especially
about our leaders. Itisinteresting
news to many people when they
hear something bad about our
leaders. There are a lot of good

things about Presfdent Yaradua
which ought to have dominated
our public discourse but we closed
our eyes to them. | urge Nigeri-
ans to be prayerful for President
Yaradua. Nigeria this is a trying

DR. Dalhatu Tafida

time. We should please be positive
in all we do.
Badamasi Haiba
badhaiba@yahoo.com

What is wrong if the masses
that elected the president want to
know about the state of health of
the president?

Haliru

haliru9@yahoo.com

The many comments people
are making about this issue are
uncalled for. We should learn to
talk less but pray more for his
speedy recovery.

Ayuba AJbimiku

abimikutyna@yahoo.com

the Americans? We need to start
holding our governmentand rep-
resentatives to account.
E.H. Bwala
bwalaman@yahoo.com

VP says

opposition leakages to lampoon
the inefficiency of this Govern-
ment.

Hatnza K.

imanhamza006@yahoo.com

AAAAAAAAA*AAAAAAAAAAAAA*AA

Mr. Vice President, you are not
the only one confused...we are all
confused. The entire nationiscon-
fused and it is the presidency and
the party in power who plunged
us into this confusion. May God
save us.

Usman Katagum

ulimacong@yahoo.com

*AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

You are a very good servant Mr
Vice President and you will surely
get a reward for that.

Jibril

jballyl 06@yahoo.com

Funding of
education
appalling
-NIPSS DG

I completely agree with this.
As long as the educational sec-
tor is left in a coma, the coun-
try should forget about any
meaningful development. We
are a blessed nation in terms
ofhuman resources, but more
than 90% of Nigerians are not
granted the required environ-
ment to realize their potentials.

MT Abdullahi

danjumal 973@gmail.com

Ul


mailto:kunle@yahoo.com
mailto:amisat2004@yahoo.com
mailto:Jsamariri@yahoo.com
mailto:amisat2004@yahoo.com
mailto:abubakarsuleiman2009@yahoo.com
mailto:isamariri@yahoo.com
mailto:adzumails@yahoo.com
mailto:bwalaman@yahoo.com
mailto:imanhamza006@yahoo.com
mailto:kalimimam@gmail.com
mailto:badhaiba@yahoo.com
mailto:haliru9@yahoo.com
mailto:973@gmail.com

14

By Abdulrazaqe Bello-Barkindo

It's reckoning time for Adamawa senators

A s an indigene of frac-
tured Adamawa State,
I shudder whenever |
visit it. | have been away
to Europe and America,
for work and some play and most of
the time | felt a terrible sadness for
us and what our serving senators
have reduced our Sunshine State to.
Other states are surging ahead, not
without their fair share of troubles,
but we'Sfem to be constantly mark-
ing time. And ifyou ask when people
ate returning to Yola, they ask you “for
whatf”

As iscustomary, reality hitsyou in
the face the moment you start your
descent into Yola. You become sub-
merged in overpowering sense of
backwardness if visit by road. We
blame former Vice-president Atiku
Abubakar and Boni Haruna for wast-
ing years that would have guaranteed
a better life for folks. At the time we

Why is Adamawa
always in that'one
step forward three
miles backward'

had the most competent senators in
Nigeria. Professors Jubril Aminu and
lya Abubakar and Dr Jonathan Silas
Zwingina were an A-team, but were

mg.
It is difficult to point at any tan-
gible achievements ofthose senators,
two of whom have since relinquished
their seats, but those still there must
be made to account. This view is fur-
ther embroidered by aremark by Sen-
ate President, David Mark, who called
on politicians to prepare to account to
their electorates.

S ince then | had hunted the con-
tributions of our senators. | am
talking of Senators Jubril Aminu,

who represents Adamawa Central, a

ranking Senator and chairman of the

Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs,

and Senators Mohammed Mana and

Grace Bent, of Adamawa North and

South respectively.

All caution has been applied to
sharpen my search and I must confess
that things seem dismal. As ifwe are
notreferring to senators ofthe federal
republic, every statutory requirement
for the running a senatorial office has
been flagrantly violated by them.
It explains why nothing tangible is
accomplished.

Whatwere their priorities in 2007?
Iftruth be told, Aminu can be exon-
erated from probe because of his
outstanding»past contributions. For
example, he helped dislodge the Boni-
Atiku cabal whose intention while in
power was to perpetuate Adamawa
people in their cattle-class citizenship.
His was no mean feat. Besides, age has
notbeen on his side and we hear he is
preparing to quit.

For political correctness, our
issues are with Mana and Bent. Mana
ismost culpable because he isan indi-

gene of Adamawa, whose legislative
interests included the development of
rural areas and transportation. Manas
mission in office, according to hisbul-
letin, “isto contribute to my constitu-
ency as well as strengthen democracy
in the country”. But oh all of these,
Manais in the non-starter category. In
fact, his constituency has retrogressed
so much that they are already shop-
ping for his replacement, come 2011.

Stung by this reality, Mana rushed
home in panic last November with car
gifts to some chieftains ofthe domain.
But instead of cooling tempers, his
gesture further injured nerves.

Mana has problems because in
the transportation sector, nothing
has been done. The Yola airport, the
firstin the country, remains one ofthe
least busy in the world because busi-
ness does not come to Yola. Now and
then a few flights arrive.

I f you trace Senator Grace,
Adamawa is only a goldmine.
Her legislative interests, accord-

ing to her bulletin, are the environ-

ment, women and youth, poverty
alleviation, as she told the Daily

Trust in October 2007, and interna-

tional relations. She also wants to be

part of moving Nigeria forward. But

Adamawa South which she represents

has never reversed faster. It has never

been poorer and now environmental
pollution has no better home. What
happens to its sports? The arenas are
sickly substandard, even for local

ones which Bauchi, our neighbour,
has captured. Created along with
Gongola State, Bauchi, has one ofthe
best stadia in the country and hosts
international competitions but Yola,
in spite of its sporting history, hosts
nothing.

Why is Adamawa always in that
‘one step forward three miles back-
ward’ position?

It is because we are taken in by the
sweet words of people such as Grace
Bent. They say she has a lot of cam-
paign funds; but a fool’ prosperity is
also his downfall. She may be a sena-
tor but she does not appear to under-
stand the problems of her constitu-
ency, let alone try to solve them.

In many places, | met dozens of
Adamawa people, many ofthem suc-
cessful and living decent lives but
unhappy being away from the state.
Given a choice, they would come
home because their hearts beat faster
in Yola than in Abuja or Lagos, or
cities around the world, but they all
know that there is nothing here for
them. They know we have reached a
depth ofdecay that our worst enemies
could never have wished for us. They
are thus too frightened to come home
and too sad to stay away. In the end, a
god job, money in the bank, a decent
neighbourhood, lawand order, medi-
cal and educational facilities and other
mitigating circumstances force their
hand. It is sad to see and in almost
all conversations the question ‘Dont
you wantto come home?’receives the
same reply, for what?’

Bello-Barkindo is an Abuja-
basedjournalist.
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By Abdullahi Garba

The human face in Kaduna budget

N o fiscal policy can
solve all the economic
and social problems of
any given society at a
go. That is why those

who have voiced criticism of Kaduna
State budget for 2010 are simply try-
ing to be mischievous. Indeed, budg-
ets provide incremental dividends to
the people. It is for this reason that
this year promises to be major step
forward because this years budget
is designed to boost the socio-eco-
nomic potentials of Kaduna State.
It is also geared towards promot-
ing non-oil sector ventures, poverty
alleviation and the social sector. As
the state governor, Alhaji Namadi
Sambo reeled outaseriesofbold ini-
tiatives in these development sectors,
it was like music to the ears of the
civil servants, the pensioners as well
as the teeming population ofyouths
who willbe the main beneficiaries of
several projects lined up for execu-
tion this year.

In an era of global economic
downturn, when social and eco-
nomic indicators point to harder
times ahead and leaner government
resources as a result, the Sambo
administration has anchored these
project initiatives on new partner-
ship ventures with international
development agencies and bilateral
understanding with some devel-
oped nations. The initiatives are
aimed at insulating the projects

from the looming decline in financial
ag-tliiicly

realisation.

Naturally, the projects of greater
interest are those dedicated to pro-
moting the welfare and well-being
ofthe youths, the pensioners and the
civil servants. The budget contained
adequate provisions in the Micro-
Credit and Human Development
Funds for their welfare in addition
to Housing and Car Loans.

T raining and developmentpro-
grammes were allotted 150
million naira while e-Govern-

ance and State Internet Backbone got

300 million naira. Personnel Costs

is estimated to be N17.741billion,

while Pensions and Gratuities which
are paid asand when due received an
allocation of N3billion.

All provisions reflect significant
increases from last year’s alloca-
tion. It is easy to understand why
Governor Namadi Sambo has a
good rapportwith civil servants and
pensioners who have not witnessed
such motivation in the past dispensa-
tion. Civil servants should therefore
reciprocate by improved perform-

ance towards positively facilitating
the government machinery towards
high productivity and impact on
the development needs of the peo-
ple. The Governance and Capacity
Building ProjectaWorld Bank spon-
sored initiative which has already
Commenced work is also expected
to impact positively on attainment
of set goals.

No less heart-warming are the
series ofjoint venture programmes
outlined in the 2010 budget to pro-
mote the economic viability of
Kaduna State such as the Kaduna
State - Japan Initiative for produc-
tion and export of ginger, cassava,
acha and sesame (beniseed); the
Kaduna State - Indian Initiative for
Cottage Industry Development and
Skills Acquisition;* the Kaduna State
- China Initiative for the Production,
Processing and Export of Ginger,
Sugarcane, Cassava and the Part-
nership between Kaduna State and
the World Bank, DFID and USAID
which took offin 2009.

T hese projects have the added
advantage of creating job
opportunities to reduce the

pressure on the employment mar-

ket. The Millennium Village Project
which started at Pampaida in lkara

LGA was scaled up to support four

additional communities in lkara

Local Government Area. The State

and Local Government Project

(SLGP) has already commenced its

Ggrammeca just as THec
Partnership for the Transformation
ofHealth Systems (PATHS) between
British DFID and the State his com-
menced effective work in the health
sector. Recently DFID supplied the
State with 40 containers of drugs
and hospital equipment to support
the State Health Sector Programme.
The State isworking closely with the
Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) secretariat in the Presi-
dency to derive benefits from the
Debt Relief Fund.

Governor Sambo% emphasis that
the new projects and on-going ini-
tiatives are aimed at transforming
the State by eradicating poverty and
enhancing the general well-being of
people is understandable, given the
growing need ofthe population. The
determination to pursue welfare pro-
grammes and projects that impact
the people is an indication that the
people deserve the best service from
a government that they elected. The
significance of the 2010 budget in
Kaduna lies in the way priorities and
strategies it outlined are in tandem
with sufficient fiscal allocations to
see them through. The centrality of
the human factor in virtually all the
policy thrusts ofthe budget lend cre-
dence to Sambo’s well-known repu-
tation for being a welfare-oriented
administrator in the application of
state resources. Putting people first
is a policy that has become second
nature in the state. Thus critics who
berate these policy thrusts are merely
playing politics; their stance lacks
reason or rhyme.

Garba wrote in from Kaduna
South L.G.A. ofKaduna State.
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The bombing and
fire incidents in
media houses

T he attempted bombing
of a Lagos-based tel-
evision station, Super-
screen, by arecuperating

bomber who much has not been
heard from regarding his mis-
sion or on whose behalf he tried,
should be condemned by all. The
fire incident at the AIT which
cause is yet to be ascertained is
also unfortunate.

For these happenings this
time, rightly or wrongly, seems
threat to the media. AIT has a
court brawl with the federal insti-
tution which tends to retrieve the
media house’ national licence.

Pine! Names WWW*
Godujirv God$\+, &oodbay

Before then, rumour milled
around that the media house was
being hard on the federal govern-
mentand that may have prompted
on the new policy ofbidding again
for an already granted license
which AIT is against. And for the
inferno at the AIT coming at this
time could send some thinking
in a wrong direction. Mr Bayo
Ohu of the Guardian was assas-
sinated not quite long ago under
unknown circumstance. A piece
in the media read recently quoted
the wife as saying that Mr Ohu
was handling a story that has to
do with the new Customs boss.
But again for the assassination to
happen when it did, could send
some thinking in a wrong direc-
tion also. It will also be recalled
the Abuja based Fresh Facts
weekly newspaper office and
officials were in 2008 brutalized

Textuson 08131800030

Not a qualified assessor?
MAY God forgive those who
cannot see the handwork of Yar-
iman Bakura in Gusau. Before
his election in 1999, Gusau was
like a communal village. Gusau
was just Tudun Wada, Premier
Road, Sabon Gari; that was it.
But within two years, the city has
blossomed. Ifyou bought a new
motorcycle everybody would
know someone had arrived. But
duetoaprogramme called ZAPA,
everybody became a donkey
owner, a fertilizer owner, motor-
cycle owner, car owner, etc. Haba,
let us fear God and honour our
past leaders.

YAHAYA Damba, 08063672624.

Surprised too

ZAMFARA people would not for-
getthe tremendous achievements
recorded by the Yarima adminis-
tration, which include a new cen-
tral market in Gusau, construc-
tion of Gusau central jumaat

mosque, paying salary on time as
well as helping less privilege and

the needy.
BELLO Ibrahim, Gusau,
08034248673.

Maryam, a sad loss

MAY Allah grant Gen Babangida
the fortitude to bear the loss of
his dear wife. May her soul rest
in peace. She was a rare gem who
contributed to the development of
the nation.

NASIRU Musan Sati, Jos,
08035952823.

Gov Sambo

PLEASE consider the repair of
our road from Anchau to Dut-
sen wai as part of your priority
projects. The people here are suf-
fering.

IBRAHIM Sule Musa, Anchau,
08084707999.

Eureka!
THE only solution to all of Niger-

Or (SroocMuck a "

for promoting yet to be published
story on what it perceived to be
the looting ofthe State treasury by
government in power.

Recently at the inauguration
of a Church Hall at Okun Owa,
ljebu Ogun State in memory of
Oshobowale Shobanjo, who died
50 years ago, the President of the
Nigeria Guild of Editors said that
no intimidation should deter
media houses and practitioners
from performing their social and
professional responsibilities, but |
would add that the media houses
and professionals should not
succumb to compromise by not
reporting news as they happen
and wonder why what happened
at Uyo Stadium during the This
Day Peace concert was blacked
out by the media.

Eki Umoh, Olusegun Obas-
anjo Rofld, Uyo.

iasproblems is...General Muham-
madu Buhari; no more, no less.
AHMAD SZaina, 08038473056.

The fact is...

AS long as 23-year-old brain-
washed Americans Kill innocent
Afghans and Iraqis, there will be
23-year-old international terror-
ists, because evil begets evil; and
for every action there will be a
reaction. This is an unchangeable
law of nature. Tackling the root
cause will be the only permanent
solution.

SALEH Yakubu, 08033038468.

Amodu Shuaib is wrong

HIS decision to exclude some
in the Eagles camp for Angola
is fool-hardy. Martins is a great
player, but why take a player
who is still recuperating from
a shin operation to the Nations’
Cup?

ABUBAKAR Ndana, Kaduna,
08068014505.

Adamu Adamu

adamuadamu@dailytrust.com

Mrs. Maryam Babangida
(1948-2009)

Contd.from yesterday.

T o the end, for many, Maryam was to remair
an enigma. For many years Maryam hac
arrested elite fashion and set its tone anc
pace for Nigerias high society glitterati:
and even though itwas all glamour withoul

indecency, she was later to abandon even this for the

more honourable hijab.

Once, as deputy editor of the New NIGERIAN, |
received instructions from her office that she didnt want
to be addressed Hajiya Maryam Babangida. Henceforth,
she was to be known and called Mrs. Maryam Babang-
ida. A small difference, no doubt, but one with a big
meaning. Asawriter, | knew that, better than any gram-
marian or terminologist, a person is the best speller of
hername. Therefore the newspaper promptly complied
butitkeptintriguing me why the change had to be made.
Was she merely looking for an all-inclusive faith-neutral
appelhfion befitting her new status as the First Lady of
a multi-religious polity, or was she trying to avoid the
identity suggested by that title?  *

B ut it was only after her own stepping aside from
First Ladyship that the’nation had a chance to see
the essential Maryam emerge. At the time when

most women in her position would have preferred to

settle down to a pampered and spoilt life of embarrass
de richesses as befits the wife ofaretired potentate, Mar-
yam developed an inward personal involvement with
one of Islam’ spiritual orders and spent the rest of her

received instructions from
her office that she didn't
want to be addressed Hajiya
r.Hence- *-
forth~hewastobe known
and calied Mrs. Maryam

days engaged in philanthropic social work for Niger
rural poor, combining this with dedicated missionary
work for the religion.

Atthe 50th birthday anniversary celebration thrown
by Senator Zaynab Kure for her husband, Maryam was
there; and she still carried her charm and presence wher-
ever she went; but these were not what impressed most
people about her. What did impress them that afternoon
was the opening prayer she recited to begin her address.
It was given in flawless Arabic diction with the effort-
lessand unforced fluency ofa Muslim Mother Superior.
Even though Babangida himselfonce stunned us for
outperforming some of the ulama at the graveside of
a leading Emir who died in 1995 with an impromptu
masterful trans-Qur anic x-ray ofintercessory prayer on
forgiveness and divine glorification, after that perform-
ance by Maryam, it was clear that Babangida might still
have had a lot to learn from her. And in that I also got
the answer to my question.

M ay Allah accept the good that she had sent
forward in His Name and cover her with His
mercy and rest her in peace. Our heartfelt con-

dolences to General Babangida on this painful loss—

that of a dear wife and friend of 40 years, an affection-
ate mother ofthe kids, acompanion through thick and
thin, a support while in office and a pillar at the home
front. With her death, the General isnotjusta widower;
he is today an orphan. May God give him the fortitude
to bear it.

Concluded.

Adamu Adamu is a regular columnist.
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FFCCS call for special
anti-graft court

.an abrupt end last month when the judge ofthe High

Economicand Financial Crimes Com

5P ud8es.dec’s*n
*SFarlda Waziri>to the
corruption-related

“ C Urt WOUd strengthen

mission (FFCC) h a f

promptedaraU bytheEFCC C ha” 11"
government to set up a special courttna
cases. Mrs Waziri observed that h
the government’ fieht apain/tih
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BB, Mutallab and the anatomy of pain

I W n the past one week, few
events dominated the news
like the death of the former
Fiist Lady Dr. Mrs. Maryam
Babangida, and the botched

attempt to bomb a trans-Atlantic

flight for which the scion of the

Mutallab family Farouk is due to

stand trial in Detroit, Michigan.

oth events attracted numerous

commentaries from Nigerians at
home, and in the Diaspora. While
the shower of tributes has been
overwhelming and largely favour-
able in the case of the former First
Lady, however, the views expressed
on Farouk Abdulmutallab, were
mixed and passionate as could be
expected giving the gravity of the
alleged offence and its implication
for Nigerians globally. But others
were also indicative of our inherent
hypocrisy.

Most of the commentators that
lampooned the senior Mutallab for
sending his son abroad to school
would just have swiftly dispatched
their own siblings to Mars if they
could afford it and felt they could
find better schools there. Afterall, as
parents, the most important obliga-
tion to our children is to give them
the best education we can, wherever
it is available and affordable. The
fact that Farouk later ended up in
the warm embrace of terrorist mas-
terminds does not detract from that
singular obligation in my opinion.

Others like the Information and
Communication Minister Dora
Akunyili virtually disowned and
convicted’ Farouk apparently in
the spirikofthe illiterate and inef-
fective project to rebrand’ Nigeria.
How can anyone effectivelyrebrand
Nigeria without first reforming the
PDP, our greedy politician, com-
plied elites or even the mentality

Ff glovernment apparatchiks at all
evels?

Akunyilis imprudent interven-
tions lacked poise. They subjected
us to further ridicule, like the unex-
pected rebuke from Ghanaian avia-

tion authorities over one of her
unnecessary®i'e °r her
FAAN toTntriTA ? eldeClSIOn~

& ofr hnichndd bR By
ethical and privacy issues are yet t6
be addressed also appeared stam-

peded and reactionary. But those
are topics for another day

0 now, what concerns me
is Uie exwmmuciating pain in
and Fouseholds of the Babangida
Mutattabfamilies presesanyy.

onBIETH R Bk’

ft A [

Muhammad

Al-Ghazall

ghazalism@dailytrust.com,
08052100432 (SMS only) '

time his picture is flashed on the
, international TV channels in rela-
\ tion to the incident.

Physical pain is easier to deal’

with because our wounds can heal
with the passage of time, and the
discomfort they cause can abate.
Emotional pain however is a dif-
ferent things altogether. It leaves an
indelible mark on our souls. They
can inflict deep scars on our psyche
and shape our outlook to the world.
In extreme circumstances, emo-
tional pain actually produces psy-
chos in search of vendetta. To this
day, there are many who believe that
the absolute disaster that was the

there for the world to see. And yet
the courage ofthe man was also evi-
dent. He may have succumbed to
emotion as widely reported in the
media, but he never lost his com-
posure or sense of dignity. When |
commiserated with him last week,
the old charm resurfaced briefly
through the agony that enveloped
him. He flashed his famous smile

M. 1. Wushishi who sat near him. It
is the same courage and submis-
sion to the will of the almighty he
will need as the enormity ofhis loss
begins to take effect.

Re Babangida household
ij particular appear well

equipped to cope with their
loss. Fhe legacies Maryam left
behind ase*of the highest qua”™v
There is the quality ofthe institu-
tions she built, and the quality of
the home front. Her children arc

Atabout 9.00 pm last Wednesday the very
last day of the year, soon after my return

from Minna, a gang of daredevil armed

robbersjumped me as Idrove away from

my favouriter ......

Obasanjo presidency was the out-
come of his prison experience and
determination to get even with his
imaginary adversaries.
-1 1 a™ not a psychologist, but
1 think | have a fair idea of the
potency of the kind of pain cur-
rently experienced by both families.
| experienced deep pain when I lost
rny father in 1982 and my younger
sister Ramatu, in 2003, after a pro
traded illness. Watchinghergradu-
allyloose the battle for life had a pro-
found effect on me and still haiiru
me from time to time,

Emotional pain interrogates our
courage to withstand ternary or
permanent adversity |, subjects our
character to the maximum test It
robs us ofour poise and composure
apd, UMirfabély, it may-subject our
faith in the almighty to the severest
test depending on the gravity ofour
mentalorp sy ch oIS S
mal&)arﬁl%k’ﬁfﬁtherlwmaru. is let I8

S strnf

since his son *
~NA

quite person who manaeedt
“candak and unne”” gy R ifc-

were human tragedies ofimmensethe ana 1S h fhw f °_nlé/lma8lne
t ot anguish the incidént and global

proportions. The peoole at th*

ofbott™ decracydemand6
lessen the pain they feel fn LTr
hearts over their bereavement

And my choice of The Word
‘bereaved’in the generic sense herp
was deliberate. Tothe Mutallab fam-
ily, what happened to Farouk on that
fateful day and subsequent events

must be as painful as if he actually
e on that day! | shudder to even

contemplate their emotions each

mCaSUrePd

1?2 f A recoverr from

shnlrfh' iT DCen the greatest

°fh” Illfe' Re8ardless ofthe

come of hiSsons trial, the com-

hif canaciiv thm®nths wiU subject
severest test HowTp f6 Pain

hispresent adversitywilllT8? th™

courage and faithinhkmat.
When IBBreturned to th~

the epitome ofr
ity. | should kn
| was the guest
Gusau, | was ov
quality of Auhi
pitality. In Motu
hardlv mert j fin.

«fter my return from Minna, aeanc
ofdaredevil armed robbers jumped
me as | drove away from my favour-
ite Suya spot in Abuja. My first reac-

ton %ﬁgﬁ}@%\ﬂ%ﬂ?@ﬁ,% Iscally
redkfh i “? myJ**T was t0
nft > quicklythought the better
h  M*ca“Uen Mjustified later

AR * “ o
Te {Fl'a't wounds in Ilf(lz?eeé \p?htr%g
i " piStols are often fata) because
JAcbullethardlytravels in astraight

Bers,"in any Pt TR Brdered
me to drive towards Garki Il while
also communicating with a fourth
accomplice on the phone.

As it were, the accomplice had
already taken-up position in awine
shop where they took me. They tied
me up along with the shop attend-
ants. Thereafter, they looted the
shop of its finest wines and cash
using my car as a get-away vehicle.
It is yet to be recovered as | write.
The armed robbers did not brutalize
me in the manner | have often read

aalouutthizéiropeesaitoss. THegyaakied
L w%‘wma_a irHaarmaaredil
g’?'ﬁ— t@@f@lgﬁ%mgwrﬁandf

T " and the car keys' They helped
themselves to my bulky wallet too.
Mhh {<
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Huge tomb
found at

EQypt's
Sagara.
pyramid

EGYPTIAN archaeologists have
unearthed the largest tomb yet
discovered in the ancient Sagqara
necropolis, antiquities chief Zahi
Hawass said yesterday.

One of two tombs found,
which were carved out of stone,
consists of a vast chamber that
branches off into many alcoves.
One alcove contained skeletons
and pottery, and led to another
chamber with a seven-metre-
deep (23-foot) well.

“This is the largest tomb in
Saqgara,” Hawass told AFP. “It
took me two hours to look round
all ofit.”

At the northern end of the
tomb, Hawass said archaeolo-
gists found another alcove that
contained mummified falcons —
symbols of the sky god Horus —
and well-preserved pottery.

However, he said the tomb did
appear to have been looted. Pot-
tery was found in the other, much
smaller, tomb. “This discov-
ery... confirms that the Saqqgara
area still contains undiscovered
secrets,” Hawass said.

Kenya floods
kil 22-Police

FLOODING has killed at least 22
people since Christmas in several
parts of Kenya, notably in regions
thathad been badly hitbydrought
in recent months, police said yes-
terday.

“Twenty-two people have
died as a result of floods in vari-
ous parts ofthe country” asenior
police official told AFP on con-
dition of anonymity because he
is not authorised to speak to the
press. The victims include several
children. Thp worst-hit area was
the northern region of Turkana,
where drought and cholera had
already claimed several lives in
recent months.

At least 20,000 people were
displaced there due to the recent
floods, the police officials said.

Kenya Red Cross spokesman
Titus Mungbu also reported that
dozens ofhomes in Nairobis Kib-
eraslum —home to almosta mil-
lion people and one of the larg-
est in Africa —were destroyed by
heavy rainfall and flooding.

Nairobl buses on strike
over police shakedowns

THOUSANDS of Nairobi resi-
dents are being forced to walk
long distances to work after the
owners of privately owned buses
that many labourers depend on
began a three-day strike yester-
day to protest police shakedowns.

Dickson Mbugua, the chair-
man of an association represent-
ing the bus owners and workers,
said transport drivers pay police
more than $20 million a year in

bribes. Mbugua says the shake-
downs are crippling .their busi-
nesses and that no action has been
taken by the government despite
numerous complaints.

“Apolice officer from the traf-
fic department goes home every
day with no less than 5,000 shil-
lings ($65) in his pockets ... all
gained through extortion,” Mbu-
gua said. *

The average monthly sal-

Volcanic lava threatens

LAVA flows from an erupting
volcano in the DR Congo picked
up speed yesterday, a vulcanolo-
gist said, threatening wildlife in
a national park that is home to
some ofthe world’s last mountain
gorillas.

The amount of lava being
spewed from Mount Nyamulagira
was “roughly double” that of the
start of the eruption in the early
hours of Saturday, Goma Vul-
canological Observatory direc-
tor Karume Katcho told AFP. The
lavawasalso increasing speed as it

hit steeper ground in the Virunga
National Park, he said. “The situ-
ation is not very good,” he said.

The lava trail had grown to
become 4.6 kilometres (2.8 miles)
long, compared with 1.6 kilome-
tres on Sunday, and was 15metres
wide, he said.

Katcho estimated at the week-
end the it had burnt about 10
hectares (25 acres) of the forest.
He said Monday the extent of the
damage would need to be evalu-
ated by satellite,imagery.

Officials have said the erup-

ary for a Nairobi police officer is
about $200.

The international anti-cor-
ruption watchdog Transparency
International ranks Kenya’ police
force as East Africasmost corrupt
institution.

National police spokesman
Eric Kiraithe said steps have been
taken to apprehend police offic-
ersdemanding bribes from public
transport operators.

“Bus operators and the public
in general are assured that every
possible effort is being made to
ensure that traffic police officers
are courteous and honest in their
dealings With motorists,” Kiraithe
said in a statement.

The strike was timed to coin-
cide with the first day ofbusiness
after the holiday season. Mbugua
estimated that 51,000 vehicles
participated in the strike.

DR Congo national park

tion was concentrated in a
sparsely populated area but wild-
life habitats were under threat.
“We are not envisaging evacua-
tions because the lava is not flow-
ing towards homes,” Katcho said.

The park, a UNESCO World
Heritage Site, is home to around
200 ofthe world’ last 750 moun-
tain gorillas but they ate east from
the volcano, near the border with
Rwanda.

The destruction ofthe forest by
volcanic activity “ispart ofanatu-
ral process, we can’t complain too

much,” according to Emmanuel
de Merode, the director of the
Virunga National Park The worst
threat to the park in recent years
has come from human beings, in
the shape ofrebel bands and gov-
ernment troops, who kill wildlife,
including endangered species.

The park lies in the eastern
part of the Democratic Republic
of Congo that is still most ridden
by conflict between the Congolese
army (FARDC), renegade soldiers
and rebels from neighbouring
Rwanda and Uganda.



DA| LY TRUST Tuesday, January 5, 2010

Zambian Ieaderflres m |n|ster

ZAMBIAN President Ruplah
Banda has fired a minister in his
cabinet, a government official
said yesterday, without giving any
explanation for his removal.
“President of the Republic
of Zambia, Sunday revoked the
appointment of Gabriel Namu-

lambe, MP, as Minister of Science,
Technology and Vocational Train-
mg with immediate effect,” said
presidential spokesman Dickson
Jere in a statement.

Itis believed the sacking comes
after Namulambe, who is from
the same tribe as the late presi-

dent Levy Mwanawasa, recently
accused Banda of abandoning the
legacy of the late leader by side-
lining politicians who hail from
the area where Mwanawasa came
from. However, Namulambe said
that he was not bitter about his
removal from the ministerial posi-

tlorq
bitter? 1 am sure my removal has
brought about smiles to those that
have been calling about my resig-
naton.

I am happy that | served under

~mmistraUon... | cannot say
much but I will issue a statement

S/Africa’s polygamous Zuma wedsforfifth time

WEARING leopard skins and
carrying a Zulu shield, South
Africas polygamous President
Jacob Zuma yesterday married
for the fifth time, in a traditional
ceremony in his remote home-
town.

The 67-year-old and his new
bride Thobeka Madiba, 30 years
hisjunior, danced in an open field
at his homestead in Nkandla, a

village deep in the countryside of
KwaZulu-Natal province.

The two formally wed when a
tribal elder asked Madiba if she
accepted to join the Zuma family.
When she agreed, he pronounced
her Zumalthird current wife.

His first wife, Sizakele Khu-
malo, whom he married in 1973,
attended the ceremony. His sec-
ond wife Nompumelelo Ntuli

Zuma was at the homestead
preparing for the reception in a
massive tent, where guests will
celebrate through the night.

One of Zumas earlier wives
committed suicide in 2000, while
in 1998 he divorced Nkosazana
Dlamini-Zuma, who remains in
his inner circle and is currently
South Africa home affairs min-
ister.

The guests included South
Africas political and business
elite, including Mandla Mandela,
a grandson of the nation’ first
black president Nelson Mandela.
Local celebrities and music stars
like tvonne Chaka Chaka also
attended the ceremony under
overcast skies, with a gentle driz-
zle seen as a sign of blessing in
African culture.

Weed threatens livelihoods in Botswana's delta

THE unique Okavango Delta
in northern Botswana is in dan-
ger from an invasive weed from
Latin America which is threat-
ening the livelihood of the local
people dependent on fishing and
income from tourism. Salvinia
molesta, also known as Kariba
weed, is believed to have found
its way to the worlds only major
inland delta via the rivers that feed
into it from Angola.

The free floating dark green
fern covering the water cuts off
oxygen for fish and blocks the

deltaschannels for the traditional
punt-like canoes known as moko-
ros. Local communities and tour-
ism interests are being encour-
aged to work together to defeat
the menace, while scientists think
they have found biological means
to keep it under control.

“It is important for members
ofthe community and tour opera-
tors to combine forces and fight
this weed which is threatening the
livelihood of most people in the
Okavango region.

“Its effects may not be felt at

the moment but if it spreads fur-
ther then the fishermen will defi-
nitely feel the pinch,” said Ketl-
hatlogile Masepelinge, a fisher-
ies biologist at the University of
Botswana. “Fishing is a source
of income for most of us in this
part of Botswana, and if it means
working day and night to destroy
this weed which isthreatening our
fish, then let it be so,” said Faosiko
Wake, chairman ofthe Okavango
Fishermen?s Association.

The delta, teeming with wild-
life, attracts thousands of tour-

ists who stay in upmarket safari
lodges, many of them accessible
only by air, as well as zoologists
and other researchers. “Tour-
ists love cruising in the delta and
we have to make sure that noth-
ing stands in their way,” said
Morongoe Ntloedibe, chiefexec-
utive ofthe Hospitality and Tour-
ism Association of Botswana.

Salvinia molesta has affected
waterways across the world,
including Australia, Southeast
Asia and the Pacific as well as
parts of Africa.

AFP. In October Banda told oppo-
nents who wanted to challenge
his nomination as the presiden-
tial candidate for the ruling party
Movement for Multiparty Democ-
racy ahead of the 2011 polls to
resign.

Eritrea says
attacked by
Ethiopia

ERITREA accused arch-foe
Ethiopia yesterday of launching
attacks along their disputed bor-
der but said its troops had driven
offthe assault, killing 10 Ethiopian
soldiers and capturing two.

The Eritrean foreign affairs
ministry said soldiers from Ethio-
pias ruling Tigrai People’ Libera-
tion Front (TPLF) had attacked
on Friday in the Zalambesa area.
Ethiopian officials denied the
claims.

“In the early morning hours of
January 1st 2010, TPLF soldiers
launched successive attacks in the
Zalambesa front and were swiftly
driven back,” the ministry said in
a statement on its website.

Zalambesa lies in the centre
of the contested frontier, over
which neighbours fought a bru-
tal war in the late 1990s. “Ten of
their soldiers (were) killed and
two captured, leaving six AK-47
automatic rifles, a machine gun
and communication equipment,”
the statement said. The Ethiopian
government denied the claims.
“There was never an incursion
from our side. It a diversionary
tactic by the Eritrean regime to
deflect attention from its domes-
tic problems,” spokesman Shime-
lis Kemal told AFP.

An Eritrean rebel group earlier
this week claimed they carried out
raids against government posi-
tions, while another movement
said it was “prepared to launch
attacks after the United Nations
imposed an arms embargo and
other tough sanctions on Asmara.

“The (Eritrean) government
has become internationally out-
lawed and is bankrupt. The rebel
claims indicate growing discon-
tent from within the country,”
Shimelis added.

Ethiopian Prime Minister
Meles Zenawis TPLF party is the
main member of the ruling coa-
lition and was a close ally of the
Eritrean government before it fell
out prior to the border war.

About 80,000 people died in
the 1998-2000 border conflict,
many in brutal World War I-style
trench warfare. A UN-backed
boundary commission charged
with demarcating the border
has handed the disputed town of
Badme to Eritrea but Addis Ababa
has refused to recognise the rul-

ing.
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Yemen: 2 al-Qaida

militants killed in clash

SECURITY forces killed two
suspected al-Qaida militants in
clashes outside the Yemeni capital
yesterday, officials said, asthe U.S.
and British embassies extended
*their closure for a second day
because ofthreats of attack by the
terror groups offshoot here.

The clashes took place in a
region northeast of the capital
where last month the govern-
ment carried out intensified raids
against an al-Qaida cell it said
was plotting attacks against for-
eign interests, possibly including
embassies.

In that December 17 raid, offi-
cials said four would-be suicide
bombers were Killed.

The US and British embas-
sies closed on Sunday after what
US officials said were signs of al-
Qaida was planning an attack in
Sana, possibly against the diplo-

Iragi PM

VOWS Justice
In Blackwater
shooting case

THE lIraqgi prime minister vowed
yesterday to seek punishment for
the Blackwater guards accused of
killing 17 people at a busy Bagh-
dad intersection after U.S. courts
dropped the case in a decision that
outraged many lraqgis. Nouri al-
Malikis comments were his first
public reaction since a U.S. judge
threw out the case against the five
Blackwater guards last week.

The guards were accused of
an unprovoked attack that left 17
dead. The killings inflamed anti-
American sentiment and solidi-
fied many lraqgis’ image of U.S.
security contractors as above the
law.

“We have done what is neces-
sary to protect our citizens and to
punish those who committed the
crime and we have formed com-
mittees and filed a lawsuit against
Blackwater security firm either in
America or Irag. We wont aban-
don our right to punish this firm,”
al-Malfki said. The prime minister
spoke during a visit to the south-
ern city of Najafto meet with the
Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani,
who is considered the most influ-
ential Shiite cleric in the country.

The case drove a wedge
between the US. and Iraq, which
was perceived powerless to protect
its people against the plethora of
private security contractors that
had sprung up since the Iraq war
began.

matic missions.

An officer on duty at the U.S.
Embassy in Sana said Monday
that the closure remained in force.
A State Department spokesman,
Fred Lash, said reopening would
be assessed day to day, based on
the perceived threat to US person-
nel. The Foreign Office in London
said the British were also review-
ing the situation.

The French Embassy has been
closed to the public since Sunday,
though the staffwas working, the
Foreign Ministry in Paris, and the
ambassador urged French nation-
als in Yemen to avoid all nones-
sential movement in the country
and to exercise vigilance. Spains
embassy in Sana restricted access
to the public.

In yesterdays clashes, secu-
rity forces attacked a group of al-
Qaida militants including Nazeeh

al-Hanag, a senior figure on
Yemens most wanted list, as they
moved through the mountainous
area of Arhab yesterday, security
officials said.

Al-Hanaq escaped, but two
fighters with him were killed in
the battle, the officials said, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity
because they were not author-
ized to talk to the press. The
officials said Monday’s raid was
not connected to the threats that
prompted the embassy closures.

Yemen has carried out astring
of raids on al-Qaida hideouts in
the past month, part ofan intensi-
fied effort —backed by the United
States — to stamp out the terror
group’s growing presence in this
impoverished, fragmented nation
at the southern tip ofthe Arabian
Peninsula.

President Barack Obama says

al-Qaida’ offshoot in Yemen was
behind the failed attempt to bomb
a US. airliner heading to Detroit
on Christmas. The United States
and Britain have dramatically
ramped up counterterrorism aid
to Sana, including helping train
and fund special units to combat
the group.

Al-Qaida has several hundred
members in Yemen and is actively
planning attacks against US tar-
gets, Obama’ top counterterror-
ism adviser, John Brennan, said
Sunday. 11

Washington’ aid aims to give
the Yemeni government with
“the wherewithal” to take down
al-Qaida, Brennan said, but he
underlined that the administra-
tion was not currently planning
on sending U.S. troops. “We'e not
talking about that at this point at
all,” he said.

Middle East 21

Iran university
professors denounce
crackdown

DOZENS of Tehran University
professors appealed yesterday to
Irans supreme leader to halt the
ongoing violence against protest-
ers, adding a new and respected
voice in support ofthe opposition.

The government, meanwhile,
stepped up its accusations that the
West is fomenting Tehrans post-
election turmoil, saying that for-
eign nationals were among those
arrested in the most recent clashes
between security forces and pro-
opposition protesters.

Officials didnt provide the
nationalities of the arrested but
accused the foreigners ofleading a
propaganda war and warned they
face possible death sentences for
seeking to topple the government.
The letter to Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei, signed by 88
professors and reported by a pro-
reform Web site, reflected a dar-
ing challenge to the Iransclerical
leadership since itis sure to further
arouse the anger of authorities.

Ex-Israeli PM still comatose 4 years after stroke

ARIEL Sharon, the tough army
general turned premier who
shocked his hawkish supporters
by pulling Israel out of Gaza in
2005, is still lying unconscious in
ahospital bed, friends said yester-
day on the fourth anniversary of
the massive stroke that puthim in
acoma. Sharon, 81, led Israel from
2001 until the January 2006 stroke
that left him comatose.

Dov Weisglass, a close friend
of Sharon and his former spokes-
man, told The Associated Press on
Sunday that Sharon’ vital signs

are good but it was not clear ifhe
would ever regain consciousness.
Medical experts have said that is
most unlikely.

Sharon was a daring army
officer who reached the rank of
major general In the 1970s, some-
times disobeying orders from his
superiors. After leaving the army,
Sharon turned to politics, becom-
ing a hawkish lawmaker in the
Likud Party and an enthusiastic
supporter of the movement to
settle the West Bank with Israelis.

He served in several Cabinet

posts, including defense minis-
ter. He was.the architect of Israel’s
disastrous war in Lebanon, which
began in 1982. The next year he
was forced to resign by an Israeli
commission ofinquiry that found
him indirectly responsible for the
massacre of around 800 Palestin-
ians atthe Sabra and Chatilla refu-
gee camps tyy Lebanese Christian
militiamen.

Resurrecting his political
career, he was elected Israel’s
prime minister in 2001. Turning
his back on his uncompromising

ideology in 2005, Sharon unilat-
erally withdrew all Israeli settlers
and soldiers from the Gaza Strip,
ending Israel’s 38-year occupation
ofthe territory and daily clashes
between settlers and soldiers with
Palestinian militants. Outraged
hawkish backers abandoned him,
and Sharon created anew centrist
party, Kadima, to run in March
2006 elections.

Riding a wave of popularity,
Sharon appeared to be well on his
way to re-election when he suf-
fered a stroke on Jan. 4, 2006.
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International

North Korea
triesto bring
lifeto failed
trade zone

RECLUSIVE North  Korea
upgraded the status ofa city it has
designated as a foreign investment
zone, in what may-jbe another in a
series of attempts by the destitute
state to regain control of the fal-
tering econorif®

In the past few weeks, North
Korea has redominated its cur-
rency and clamped down on
the holdings of foreign cash in
moves analysts said were aimed
at decreasing the power ofa bur-
geoning merchant class and reas-
serting central government con-
trol over the economy.

“The city ofRason has become
a special city,” the North’s KCNA
news agency said in a brief dis-
patch yesterday.

Rason, also known as Rajin-
Songbong, was designated by
North Korea as a free trade zone
in 1991. Itis in the northeast and
lies near where North Korea,
China and Russia converge. Until
the recent currency moves, North
Korean merchants who work out-
side the governments centrally
planned economy had been gain-
ing ground in trading for goods
in China.

Meanwhile the Rason trade
project had been an abject failure
as foreign investors stayed away
due to worries about doing busi-
ness with the paranoid and mer-
curial state or being barred from

Afghan attacks kill

A roadside bombing killed four
U.S. service members — the first
American combat deaths of the
year in Afghanistan — while a
British soldier died during a foot
patrol elsewhere in the volatile
south ofthe country, officials said
yesterday.

A statement from NATO%
International Security Assistance
Force said the explosion that
killed the U.S. service members
took place Sunday in the south,
butdid not give further details on
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NORTH Korean leader Kim Jonqg-il (L) waves during his visit to the Heechon power plant at the undisclosed place in North Korea.

doing business thatmaybe in vio-
lation of sanctions banning trade
with the global pariah.

But the Rason project was
given new life when the Norths

the location or the victims’branch
of service.

Afghan insurgents are increas-
ingly turning to improvised
explosive devices in their fight

.against Afghan and international

forces. Of the 304 U.S. military
deaths in Afghanistan last year,
129 were caused by IEDs, accord-
ing to a tally by The Associated
Press.

The deaths are the first U.S.
fatalities from hostile action in
Afghanistan this year. One U.S.

official media reported about
three weeks ago that leader Kim
Jong-il visited the city for the first
time since it became atrade zone
nearly 20 years ago, and said he

wanted to see it flourish.

North Koreas estimated $17
billion a year economy was dealt
a heavy blow by fresh U.N. sanc-
tions imposed after its nuclear test

in May. The sanctions were a\imed
at cutting offits trade in weapons,
which provide Pyongyang’ read-
ers with up to an estimated $1.6
billion a year.

4 US troops, British soldier

service member died ofnoncom-
bat causes so far in 2010.

The British soldier died while
on foot patrol Sunday in Helmand
province, the British Ministry of
Defense said.

The Afghan Defense Min-
istry said its soldiers killed 10
Taliban fighters in battles Sunday
in northern Kunduz province’
Imam Sahib district, which bor-
ders Tajikistan.

One soldier was wounded in
the clash.

Afghan President Hamid Kar-
zai yesterday ordered parliament
to postpone itswinter recess until
a new list of Cabinet nominees is
announced, following last week’s
stinging rejection of most of his
choices.

The rejection by lawmakers of
17 of 24 nominees was a surpris-
ing slap and an obstacle to Karzai
getting his second term in office
into full operation and focusing
on badly needed reforms.

Karzais credibility both at

home and abroad was shaken by
the fraud-plagued presidential
elections in August.

In the vote on the Cabinet
nominees Saturday, lawmak-
ers rejected nominees viewed as
Karzai’s political cronies, those
believed to be under the influence
of warlords and others deemed
unqualified.

The parliament did approve
his retention ofincumbents in the
key portfolios of defense, interior
and finance.

Destructive tsunami crashes over Solomon Islands

A tsunami unleashed by a major
earthquake plowed into the Solo-
mon Islands yesterday with the
crashing waters devastating at
least one village. Initial reports
said no one was seriously hurt.

A series of major quakes have
rocked the South Pacific region
since Sunday, with three power-
ful temblors striking yesterday,

including a 7.2 magnitude tremor.
The Solomon Island’s National
Disaster Management Office said
reports of the devastation were
beginning to filter in late Monday.

The tremors were centered
beneath the ocean floor near the
town of Gizo, which was badly
damaged in April 2007 when a
8.1-magnitude quake sent a tsu-

nami crashing into the coast, kill-
ing more than 50 people.

Yesterdays tsunami devas-
tated avillage on Rendova Island,
some 188 miles (300 kilometers)
from the capital Honiara, disaster
management official Loti Yates
told The Associated Press.

“One report from police was
that one village was hitby a6to 10

foot (2-3 meter) wall of sea water,”
Yates said. “It was a total inunda-
tion police saw in a fly over.”
Rendova is home to about
3,600 people. Yates said in Bani-
ata village on Rendova’s coast,
16 houses were destroyed and 32
damaged by the quake and the
wave. “It could be several hun-'
dred houses have been damaged

...butthatis still not verified,” said
Yates. “There are two to three vil-
lages where the situation could be
much worse.”

Yates said there were no other
reports of injuries. “We’re lucky
that whatever happened hap-
pened during the day and people
were able to hike up the hills,” he
said.
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International
USsuspect In Pakistan defends)

ONE of five Americans detained
in Pakistan said their aim was to

go to Afghanistan to wage jihad
against Western forces, defending

Pakistan/0 Amerka" MUS'imS’ Ce"ter"

Danish cartoonist defends

their intention as justified under
Islam.

But he denied any links to al-
Qaidaorplansto carry otitterror-

ist attacks in Pakistan, as alleged

by Pakistani authorities. ,¢
Monday was the first time the

young Muslims from the Wash-

1ITHItAI

had'plans

ington, D.C., area have addressed
a court after being arrested in
early December in the eastern
Pakistani city of Sargodha. The

PakiStani P° MCe® ffiCerS they ,eave afterp ra n c e Inanantiterroristcourtin Sargodha
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case has spurred fears that West-
erners are traveling to Pakistan
to join militant groups. Pakistani
police have said they plan to seek
life sentences for the men under
the country’ anti-terrorism law.

“We are not terrorists,” one of
the men, Ramy Zamzam, told The
Associated Press as he entered a
courtroom in Sargodha yesterday.
“We are jihadists, and jihad is not
terrorism,” he said.

Jihad has several different
meanings in Islam, but Zamzam
seemed to be referring to the duty
to fight against foreign forces
viewed as occupying a Muslim
country. The men, aged 19 to 25,
denied they had ties with al-Qaida
or other militant groups during a
court appearance Monday in Sar-
godha, said their attorney, Ameer
Abdullah Rokri.

“They told the court that they
did not have any plan to carry out
any terrorist act inside or outside
Pakistan,” said Rokri. “They said
that they only intended to travel to
Afghanistan to help their Muslim
brothers who are in trouble, who
are bleeding and who are being
victimized by Western forces.”-

The Americans arrived amid
tight security. About a dozen
police cars escorted the prison
van inside the court premises as
officers manned the rooftops of
surrounding buildings. The men
wore handcuffs as they walked
into the courthouse for their
hearing.
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police who protect him

THE Danish artist whose controversial car-
toon ofthe Prophet Muhammad enraged
Muslims around the world said yesterday
that police cannot protect him from attack-
ers who act spontaneously.

Kurt Westergaard said in an interview
with The Associated Press that he believes
he is being targeted by Muslim extremists
because he stands by his cartoon and insists
he has “not done anything wrong.”

The 74-year-old artist said he was
shocked by Friday’ attack during which
a Somali man broke into his home armed
with an ax.

Police shot the Somali man in the hand
and knee, and he was later charged with
attempted murder. The man cannot be
identified due to a Danish court ban.

Westergaard said police cannot protect
him 100 percent from “the terrorist type”
who acts spontaneously and is “not part of

DANISH cartoonist Kurt Westergaard.

a conspiracy.

Westergaards drawing of the Prophet
Muhammad wearing a bomb-shaped tur-
ban was printed in the Jyllands-Posten
newspaper in September 2005. The daily
had asked Danish cartoonists to draw
Muhammad as a challenge to a perceived
self-censorship.

In early 2006, Danish and other West-
ern embassies in several Muslim countries
were torched by angry protesters who
felt the cartoons had profoundly insulted
Islam.

I have not done anything wrong,”
Westergaard said by telephone on Monday
from an undisclosed house where he was
keptunder police protection. “Tome, itwas
just another day at the office.”

Islamic law generally opposes any
depiction of the prophet, even favorable,
for fear it could lead to idolatry.

Applications are hereby invited from suitably qualified candidates for
the post of Bursar.
JO BURSAR; CONTISSI4

2.0

The position of Bursar is a statutory position on tenure
appointment for 5years in the firs instance and may be renewed
foranother 5year term and no more.

11  DUTIES

The bursar shall be the ChiefFinancial Officer of the College
and is responsible to the Provost for the day to day
------------ — vwnwVivjtuiw iiumiviai ailain* Ul

I 2 CHIALIEICAIIQMAMaE XPERIENCE

Candidate must possess a good honours degree in Accounting
or Finance from a recognized institution of Higher learning or
equivalent professional accountancy qualification with at least

bodl*)8 evidence of membership of relevant professional

METHOD OFAPPLICATION

2.0 Interested candidates should forward 15 copies of their
typewritten application and detailed curriculum vitae.

2.2 photocopies of relevant credentials to be attached to
each ofthe copies.

23 Candidates are advised to request three (3) of their
referees (one of them must be the present employer) to
forward reports on them under confidential cover to-

THE REGISTRAR

Federal College of Education (Technical)

P.M.B 1088, Gusau, Zamfara State, Nigeria

Al applications and reference reports on the candidates should

reach the registrar not later than six (6) weeks from the date of

this publication.
Signed:
REGISTRAR
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KWARA STATE GOVERNMENT

Alimi Road, GRA, PMB 1390, llorin. Tel: 031-221421

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN THE KWARA
STATE CIVIL SERVICE

In its determination to properly reposition the
Civil Service and enhance capacity for more effective
and efficient service delivery, the Kwara State
Government seeks to recruit performance driven and
focused individuals who are interested in making career
in the State’s Civil Service. The recruitment to fill
existing vacancies in the Kwara State Civil Service isto
cover all cadres in Ministries, Departments and
Agencies under the purview ofthe Commission

CANDIDATES

Expected Candidates are those who are interested in
making career in the Civil Service. Interested candidate
must possess Minimum of University Degree or HND
from recognized Universities or Polytechnics.

MODE OF APPLICATION

All interested candidates with relevant academic and
professional qualification are expected to register at the
State Civil Service Commission, along Alimi Road,
GRA, llorin, Kwara State from 6th to 15th January,
2010, between 10.00am - 4.00pm daily. Such
Candidates should come along with handwritten
application, including photocopies of relevant
credential and Curriculum Vitae. All applications are to
be addressed to:

The Chairman,

Kwara State Civil Service Commission,
Alimi Road,

Off Ahmadu Bello Way,

llorin, KWARASTATE.

REMUNERATION:
Remuneration isas obtainable in the Civil Service.
Signed:

K.S. Amasa
Perm. Sec. Civil Service Commission.
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SHEHU IDRIS COLLEGE OF HEALTH SCIENCES,

TECHNOLOGY, MAKARFI,
KAOtSfA STATE.

CONDOLENCE,

deep sense of sorrow and complete
submissioh to the will of Allah, the
Governing Council, Management, Staffand
Students of Shehu Idris College of Health
Sciences and Technology, Makarfi heartily
wish to commiserate with His Highness,
the Emir of Zazzau, Alh (Dr) Shehu Idris
CFR; over the death of four illustrious sons
ofthe Zazzau Emirate:

© Alh Kabir Shehu Idris( Madakin Zazzau
and Hakimin Bimi da Kewaye)

O Alh Dalhatu Suleiman Kadade(Dan
Malikin Zazzau and District Head of
Nasarawan Doya).

O Alh Abdulkadir Yamusa(Wan ‘yan
Zazzau)

O Alh Suleiman Nuhu (Magayakin Zazzau)

The demise of these important personalities
has created vacuums that only Allah, the
Almighty knows when and how they could
be filled. Indeed, their contributions and
strong support towards the progress of
Zazzau Emirate and the environs will
continue to linger in our memories.

We pray that, May Allah (SWT) forgive their
shortcomings, have mercy on them and
[rant them Jannatul Firdaus.

May He also bless their families and give
hem the fortitude to bear the losses.

SIGNED
SHEHU U.MUHAMMAD
PROVpST,
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FG releases N22bn
export grant

By Jibrin Abubakar

THE Federal Government has
ordered- the release- of outstanding
Export Expansion Grant (EEG) cer-
tificates for 2007 amounting to N21,
580,405,000 to the exporters.

Minister of State for Finance, Mr.
Remi Babalola, gave the directive to
the Nigeria Export Promotion Coun-
cil (NEPC) to release the fund, a state-
ment from his media aide Olayinka
Akintunde said.

The ministers directive on the
release of certificates, which was
given in December 2009 to NEPC, is
based on the Audit Report ofthe EEG
Scheme carried out by a reputable
firm of auditors, PriceWaterHouse-
Coopers.

“The directive is a major effort by
the Federal Government to step up
the operations of the Export Expan-
sion Grant Scheme, towards the reali-
sation of its key objective of stimu-
lating export-oriented activities that
would lead to the growth ofthe non-
oil export sector in Nigeria,” it added.

The beneficiaries are expected this
week to receive their EEG certificates
from NEPC.

Babalola, who is the Chairman of
the Inter-Ministerial Committee of
the EEG Scheme, however, warned
that the Federal Government would
henceforth no longer tolerate inappro-
priate and frivolous claims by export-
ers. He disclosed that the government
would not hesitate to handover fraud-
ulent claimants to the appropriate
law-enforcement and anti-graft agen-
cies, in line with the Administrations
avowed commitment to transparency
and zero tolerance to corruption.

The minister noted that the EEG
scheme would upscale the contribu-
tions by the non-oil sector into the
national coffers. “The Federal Gov-
ernment believes that with this bold
initiative to give vitality to the Scheme,
it will not be long before the non-oil
sector begins to gain ascendancy in
contributing foreign exchange into
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MANSUR Muhtar, Minister of Finance

the national coffers.

“This is in line with government}s
avowed policy of diversification of the
national earning base. All stakeholders have
to support this Scheme fully, towards mak-
ing our nation a force to be reckoned with
in the world,” he said.

The EEG was one of the novel export
incentives introduced by the Federal Gov-
ernment through the Export (Incentives
and Miscellaneous Provisions) Act of 1986
as amended by the Export (Incentives and
Miscellaneous Provisions) Act of 1992.

The objective of the audit exercise was
to arrest observed irregularities in the
Scheme, such as non-provision of appro-
priate records to back up claims, poor
documentation, and lateness in remitting
export proceeds, among others. The Report
ofthe Audit exercise formed the basis ofthe
release ofthe Grant Certificates to genuine
claimants.

The Scheme has gone through some
transformations since inception, towards
enhancing its capability to contribute sig-
nificantly to the development of non-oil
exports in Nigeria. To benefit from the
Scheme, exporters are required to register
with the Nigeria Export Promotions Council
after meeting certain criteria. These criteria
include export growth, investment growth,
local content, value addition, employment
generation and priority sector.

Thereafter, exporters are entitled to make
claims based on the value ofexport proceeds
they receive and .duly certified by the Cen-
tral Bank of Nigeria. The approved claims are
paid to exporters by Government through
the use of a negotiable instrument known
as the Negotiable Duty Credit Certificate
(NDCC). The NDCC entitles the exporter
to offset part or whole of subsequent Cus-
toms and Excise duties payable to the Federal
Government of Nigeria.
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FLIGHT SCHEDULE

Arik Air

PH-Abuja: 08.45,1212.50,17.00 (Mon-Fri), 08.45,
17.30 (Sat), 14.40,17.30 (Sun); Abuja-PH: 07.15,
11.20,15.30(Mon-Fri), 07.15,16.00 (Sat) 14.40,17.30
(Sun); Lagos-Kano: 12.20pm (Mon-Fri/Sun)
Kano-Lagos: 02.35pm (Mon-Fri/Sun); Abuja-Kano:
03:35pm (Mon-Fri/Sun); Kano-Abuja: 05:20pm
(Mon-Fri/Sun); Abuja-Gombe: 11:10am (Mon, Wed,
Fri, Sun); Gombe-Abuja: 12.30pm (Mon, Wed, Fri,
Sun);Lagos-Yola:  Lag-Abj 04:50pm, via Abj-Yola
06:45pm (Mon-Fri/ Sun); Yola-Lagos: Yola-Abj
08:40am, Abj-Lagos' 10:20am (Mon-Fri/Sat); Lagos-
Maid: Lag-Abj 03:50pm,-via Abj-Maid 06:00pm
(Mon-Fri/Sun); Maid-Lagos: Miud-Abj 07:30am,
via Abj-Lag 09:15am (Mon/Fri/Sat); Abuja-Sokoto:
11:10am (Mon-Fri); Sokoto-Abuja: 12:50pm (Mon-Fri)
Abuja-Akure 02:10pm (Mon, Wed and Fri); Akure-
Abuja: 08:50am (Mori, Wed and Fri); Lagos-Kwara:
07:30am, (Mon-Fri) 07.30,03:50pm Sat 08:00am,
11:45am Sun; Kwara-Lagos: 4:10pm (Mon-Fri),
01:10pm, 05:30pm Sat 09:45am, 05:00pm Sun
Abuja-Kwara: 03:25pm (Mon-Fri); Kwara-Abuja
01.30pm (Mon-Fri); Lagos-Jos:  09:05am (Mon-Fri/
Sat/Sun); Jos-Lagos: ~ 11.00am (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun)
ABV-QOW 02:30pm (Mon-Fri), 11:30am Sat 03:20pm
Sun; Lagos-Kaduna: 10:20am, 04:10pm (Mon-Fri),
10.20 (Sat/Sun); Kaduna-Lagos: 12:10pm, 06:00pm
(Mon-Fri), 12.10 (Sat/Sun); Lagos-Warr: 07:30am
(Mon/Fri) 07:30am, 03:50pm (Sat), 08:00am, and
11:45am (Sun)

Aero Contractors

Lagos-Kad: 08.00am (MonFri/Sat/Sun)
Kad-Lagos: 09.40am (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun)

Lagos-Jos:  11.15am (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun)

Jos-Lagos:  13.15pm (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun)
Lagos-Abj:  06.50; 13.30; 16.30; 19.45(Mon-Fri/Sat/
Sun); 12.30 (Sun) 16.45 (Sat). Abj-Lagos:  07.30;
13.30; 19.00 (Mon-Fri/Sat); 10.30,14.30; 19.30 (Sun)
18.30(Sat); Lagos-Ben:  07:45; 11:00; 15.30; (Mon-
Fri/Sat/Sun) 12.30; (Sun); 15.30 (Sat).

09.15; 12.30; 17.00 (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun);
17.00 (Sat); 14.00 (Sun); Lagos-Cala:  13.15; (Mon-Fri/
Sat); 08.30; 19.00 (Sun); Cala-Lagos: 14.45; (Mon-Fri/
Sat); 10.30 (Sun); Lagos-Enu:  09.30; (Mon-Fri/Sat);
15.00(Sun); Enu-Lagos:  09.30; (Mon-Fri/Sat) 16.45
(Sun)

Chanchangi Airlines

Lagos-Abj: 07.15,10.00,13.10,15.30,17.30
Abj-Lagos: 08.00,11.45,13.40,15.30,17.00
Lagos-Kad: 10.45, (on Fri), 17.00(Mon/Fri/sat/Sun)
Kad-Lagos: 07.30(Mon/Fri), 08.00(Sat/Sun)

Nigerian Eagles Airlines (Virgin Nigeria)

Abj-Kano: 18.40 (Mon-Fri)/sun

Kano-Abj: 08.35 (Mon-Fri) /Sat

Abj-Soko: 09:35, (Mon), 10:10 (Fri), 11:20 (Wed/Sun)
Soko-Abj:  11.35(Mon), 12.00(Fri), 13:20 (Wed/sun)
Lagos-Abj: 07.15,11.40,14.00, 16.30,17.00,17.20;
18.30 (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun), 8.00; 12.40; 13.10; 20:00 (Fri)
Abj-Lagos: 07.00,09.30, 10.30,11.15,16.15;
19.15,19.25,19:35 (Mon-Fri/Sat/sun);l4:55; 15:15;
20:45(Fri); 19:45(Sun); 11:25,13:35,16:25(Mon)
Lagos-PHC: 07.40,09.30,10.00,12.20,13.30,14.00,
16.00 (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun); PHC-Lagos: 10.50,11.20,

Ben-Lagos:

33331

Stock Market Index
Date:Monday, January4,2010

Index: 20,838.90
Deals: 3,802
Volume: 129,761,827
Value: N 699,999,472.80
Cap.: N 4,992,193,976,766.50
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CBN Governor Sanusi Lamido banusi

CBN policies failed

Nigerian economy— Kurf

BylJibrin Abubakar

MANAGING Director of APT Securities
Malam Kasimu Garba Kurfi has pointed out
how the Central Bank ofNigerias policies con-
tributed to the crisis in the economy.

In apaper presented atthe 2009 end ofyear
dinnerofthe banking and finance trade group
of Kaduna Chamber of Commerce, Indus-
try, Mines and Agriculture (KADCCIMA),
the stockbroker said the instruction given to
banks to raise their capital base to N25billion
by 31st December 2005 made the banks to
invade the capital market.

He said: “While the Federal Reserve of
United States intervened in the mortgage
through Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, at
the same time in Nigeria we were busy giv-
ing instructions to banks to consolidate to a
minimum amount net shareholders fund of
N25billion with a proviso that any bank that
failed to meet up with the minimum recapi-
talization by 31st December 2005 will cease
to exist.

“Almost all the banks became guests to the
Nigerian capital market to meet up with the
recapitalization deadline by issuing their own
shares, but with no recourse to financial risk
and human capacity to manage such funds,
anyway.

“At the end of the exercise 89 banks were
reduced to only 25 banks while those that
failed to meet up with the recapitalization
condition were liquidated or winded down.
Immediately after the linking consolidation
exercise the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN)
promised banks that any bank that can build
up its shareholders funds up to $lbillion will
be given the opportunity to manage some of
our foreign reserves.

“This triggered offa second round ofcon-
solidation exercise, this time though the com-
pelling condition was not so visible or openly
pronounced.

“The banks once more began visiting the
capital market in search of additional funds.
Some of the banks visited the capital market
almost three times between 2005 and 2008.”

He said: “Unfortunately, we are not aware
that they were required to show proof of how
they utilized their previous funds before being
cleared for additional funds raising.

“This led to a situation where our Banks
found themselves accommodating alot of funds
over and above what they could comfortably
manage - even above their immediate require-
ment: all these in a bid to meet certain criteria
that may not even have been part oftheir strat-
egy ofimmediate needs.

“Awash with so much funds that were prob-
ablynot originally planned for, and in the midst
of no prying eyes or someone monitoring and
ensuring that the purpose forwhich funds were
raised, as specified in the Offer documents were
met, the next point of call was easy profit mak-
ing ventures, risk element cycled into the cooler.

“This is how most banks got involved in
margin facilities whereby they invited custom-
ers to take up margin loan facilities using the
shares bought with such monies as collateral to
the loans. Both the banker and customer failed
to appreciate or understand the financial risk
inherentin such deals. Surprisingly, every other
bank followed suit in this new found avenue for
asupposedly idle funds. “This exercise saw the
sum of N1.5trillion being invested in the capi-
tal market, all in the name of margin facilities.
Some banks used their subsidiaries to buy their
own shares and also give money to their rela-
tives, directors and associates to play the capital
market.”

According to him, the reduction of inflation
and interest rate to a single digitby the CBN also
encouraged bankers to play the capital market
with depositor’s money.

He said: “By April 2008 the All-Share-Index
have reached an ever high level of more than
12,000 basis point while our market capitalisa-
tion climaxed to over N12.3trillion.

“By April 2008, CBN issued a directive
to banks to stop margin loan facilities even
though they later denied it. At the same time
hedge funds managers started withdrawing
their investments ‘in order to mitigate the credit
crunch that is happening in their home coun-
tries® This led to dumping ofshares in the stock

exchange and that formed the beginning of
the capital market crisis.

“In addition to the stock market crises,
the banking crisis actually reared its head in
October 2008 but was delayed by the opening
ofExpended Discounted Window (EDW) to
avoid bank failure as some ofthe banks were
unable to meet up with their daily demand by
depositors. Banks misused this opportunity
bytaking it asapermanentsource offunding
instead ofdisposing some ofthe assets (most
ofwhich today has turned toxic), adopt cost-
cutting measures and conservation ofcash in
their day-to-day operations.

“In the process also, there was the sudden
devaluation ofthe Nairabythe CBN whereby
losseswere incurred from ‘carry trade’which
arose from borrowed U.S. dollar at low inter-
est without looking at the exchange risk and
this sent many into default and some of our
manufacturing companies were declaring
huge losses as a result of devaluation of the
Naira.

He added that had there been the usual
systematic risk appraisal in banking and
financial management where inherent risks
are highlighted ~nd mitigating factors sub-
jected to the crucial acid test, such decisions
would not have found suitor with banks
management.

He said: “The liquidity crises in the econ-
omy, particularly banks, which day of reck-
oning came after it was postponed through
the EDW, further aggravated the situation.
Bank workers whose envious pay package
were considered second in earnings only
after the Oil and Gas industry did not only
drastically cut down on their staff strength
but also effected downward review ofsalaries
and all emoluments by as much as 50% or
more. Creditlending suffered as over lever-
aged world has to find ways to cut debt bur-
dens down to size.

“Regulators who are supposed to be the
gate keepers failed to understand all these and
proven actions that spur systematic risk failed.
Many of them were rather captured by those
they were supposed to be regulating.”

NDE partners
MDG, NAPEP
on poverty
alleviation

From Rugayyah Yusuf Aliyu, Kano

THE National Directorate of
Employment (NDE) in alliance
with Millennium Development
Goal (MDG) and National Pov-
erty Eradication Programme
(NAPEP) have entered into a tri-
partite collaboration with a view
of contributing their quarter in
poverty alleviation in the coun-
try. The themej qf the project is,
“in care of our people (COPE)”.

Speaking during the pre-
training lecture for held in Kano,
the state coordinator, NDE Engr.
Yakubu Umar Mani said par-
ticipants are selected from those
families that are living below the
poverty line. He said the partici-
pants will be trained in different
fields of their choices aimed at
improving the living standards
ofthe families.

Mani said a total of 500 per-
sons selected from 10 local gov-
ernment areas of the state will
benefit in the first phase of the
programme which commenced
immediately.

Also speaking, representative
of NAPEP Aminu Ali Dambatta
said NAPEP will contribute to
the scheme by providing capital
forthe traineesin order to sustain
the programme as well asto make
them financially independent.

Dambatta  further  said
NAPEP will also ensure that each
household selected has access to
primary health care and basic
education with a monthly sup-
port allowance of N7,000 to each
household for the period of one
year.

A total of 10 local govern-
ments will benefit from the
scheme among which are:
Dambatta, Madobi, Nassarawa,
Madobi, Rogo, Bagwai, Gwarzo,
Minjibir, Gaya and Kano Munici-
pal.

MAGNUS Kpakol, NAPEP boss
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Finbank shuns FG'swarning,
sacks 500 staff

From Chris Agabi, Lagos

DESPITE the warnings handed
down to banks to stop sacking
their staff, Finbank Pic over the
weekend sacked about 500 of its
workers.

This is coming in spite ofthe
warnings by the two industrial
bodies in the financial sector, the

National Union of Banks, Insur-
ance and other Financial Institu-
tions’Employees (NUBIFIE) and
the Association of Senior Staff
of Banks, Insurance and other
Financial Institutions (ASSBIFI)
to close down banks over the lay-
ing-off of staff.

A source told Daily Trust,
“The affected staff simply had

AlO wants
INsurance sector

to adopt
IFRS

From Chris Agabi, Lagos

THE African Insurance Organi-
sation (AIO) is introducing
measures to ensure that African
insurance companies not only
know the workings of Interna-
tional Reporting Standards but
henceforth apply it in their book
keeping.

Based on this, AlO is organ-
ising a two-day capacity building
in Doula, Cameroun from 15th to
16th March, 2010.

The seminar with the theme:
Global Financial Crisis:
lenges for the African Insurance
Industry, according to the Sec-
retary-General of the AIO, Ms
Prisca Gbemisola Soares, will
facilitate a seamless change in
the financial reporting of Africa
insurers; Explore the key features

Chal-.

ofthe Exposure Draft on the main
standard on insurance contracts
which is scheduled for publica-
tion before the end of.2009 and
their implications for thevsystem
and business of African insurers.

It would also discuss the ele-
ments of Enterprise Risk Man-
agement and its role in managing
uncertainties-and related chal-
lenges that African insurers face
and to discuss options available
to African insurers for optimizing
cost in the wake of current global
economic crisis.

She said the National Insur-
ance Commission (NAICOM),
KPMG and Standard 8 Poors
are all set to take African Insur-
ance market through Financial
Reporting and Risk Management
in line with International Finan-
cial Reporting Standards at the
seminar.

Capital Oil to commission 28-loading
arms gantry Feb- MD

The Managing Director, Capi-
tal Oil and Gas, Mr Patrick Ubah
said the company would inaugu-
rate 28 loading arms gantry next
month to ease Nigeriaspetroleum
distribution problems.

Ubah made this known on
Sftnday in Lagos at the 2009 End-
of-Year luncheon for energy cor-

respondents.

He said that the 28 arms gan-
try, when operational, would be
loading about 55 million litres of
petroleum products per day.

He said Capital Oil and Gas
has the storage tank facilities for
45 million litres of fuel.

(NAN).

Nigeria Pepsi franchise HI
pretax profit up 2 percent

NIGERIAN Pepsi franchise, Seven-Up, said its pre-tax profit rose 2
percentto 1.0billion naira ($6.7 million) in the half-year to September
2009. Turnover grew 17 percent to 17.85 billion naira in the period, the

..Cojjipaay,

'4(iljqg tpjthe stock exchange. ,
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their password to access the
banks computers disabled”
before being told they were
sacked. '

“They were disengaged
through the e-approach a day
before the new year” he said,
adding that, “we are about to log
into our systems, the affected
staffcouldn't log in.

They were later told that their
inability to access the computers
with their pass words indicate
that they have been relieved of
their jobs.

After then, they were offi-
cially informed of their fate.

“Those who gained access
to their computer were basking
in the euphoria of still retaining

theirjobs. Although still scared
of the unknown as the bank is
said to be compiling some more
names.”

When contacted for com-
ment, spokesman of the bank
Mr. EKuma Eze said he was not
aware of the sack because he
was on vacation and shall be
resuming office today.

NACIMMA berates FG over failure
on 6,000MW

From Mohammed Shosanya,Lagos

THE Nigerian Associa-
tion of Chambers of Com-
merce, Industry Mines and
Agriculture[NACIMMA], has
expressed concern over the ina-
bility of the Federal government
to deliver 6,000megawatts of
electricity it promised Nigerians
at the end of December last year.

Specifically,, the association
said the failure of the govern-
ment to meet the target is a seri-
ous threat to industrial growth
and capable of castrating the
economy.

A statement signed by the
President of the association,
Simon Okolo and made available
to our correspondent weekend
said the stalemate in the power
sector is a manifestation that
the incumbent administration is
bereft of political will to nip the
nation’s industrial problems in
the bud.

He said: “Government inabil-
ity to deliver on 6,000megawatts
of electric power generation has
cast a big pall of darkness on its
vision 2020 and 7point agenda
projections to Nigerians”.

He further said government

failure to deliver the target as
expected to spell doom for the
industrial sector currently under
huge energy cost, multiple taxa-
tion, delayed infrastructure and
inconsistent policies that have
given rise to poor capacity utiliza-
tion for companies in thecountry.

“Government’ failed prom-
ises have brought to the fore the
gross insensitivity of the ruling
class on the plight of Nigerians,
urging the leaders to stamp out
all forms of corruption in the
system which have been at the
root of all failed projects in the

, country,
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It Is very tough living with difficult neighbours or impossible
* c0-tenants. It doesn't matter where you live, whether you are a
leaseholder or you own the building. They are everywhere and
you just have to find a way to live with these tenants from hell, if
you can't getthem outofthe building.

By Lami Sadiq

VEN though people
Etend to have issues with
the landlord in rented
apartments, sometimes it is
the co- tenants they live with
that pose the greater challenge.
Depending on the neighbour-
hood and architectural design
of the building, people from
differentparts ofthe world, dif-
ferentorientation, mix together
to live amicably or in disarray
depending on their level of
tolerance and patience. Ten-
ant who live in slums are more
likely to encounter rowdy or
noisy neighbours than those
who live in urban areas. Even
they are not exempted from
coming across occupants or
neighbours from hell, who
have no regrets when it comes
to makingyour life as miserable
aspossible. Their aim is simple:
to make your life a living hell.
But whether they know it or do
it on purpose is another issue
all together.

Imagine living in a house
where you share a bathroom
with other residents, who
seem to enjoy spending more
time than usual in the toilet,
not minding who wants to
answer the call of nature. Or
you are made to hear the sound
of someone singing, clapping
and shouting in the early hours
of the morning, cursing and
binding the devil because he
wants to ward off so called evil
spirits. How about those who
just feel convenient in making

the compound or your part of
the boundary demarcation,
the new rubbish dump? Not
forgetting the usual poke nos-
ing and quarrels that go on in
the house. Just like the Hausa
movie f‘gidan haya (rented
apartments) where backbiting,
stealing, gossip, quarrels, lack
of privacy and some form of
nudity issues are highlighted,.,
to affect even the most closely
knit neighbours. In real life,
living with co-tenants is as
challenging and needs as much
patience and tolerance.

“Its a pity we don't have
the right to choose the kind
of neighbours that should live
around us” said Angela Amadi,
acivil servantliving in Mpape,
a satellite town in the FCT.
Amadi lives in a two bedroom
flat and shares a compound
with another block of flats,
but still has trouble co-relating
with her neighbour and co-
tenants, whose main door faces
the opposite side of Amadis
apartment. Their paths may
not necessarily cross, unless
they meet atthe carlot. Thats
the problem” says Amadi, the
car lot is spaciously conven-
ient to take not more than 2
cars and my neighbours who
have two (one for her and the
other for her husband) feel
only they have the right to the
car park especially since they
have been living in the apart-
ment for a longer period.” Her
neighbours Mr and Mrs Okoro
(not real names) according to
Amadi, persisted with their

behavior not minding she
had a car and expected her
to park hers outside until the
day she returned home early,
and parked her'car inside the
compound. “l expected the
wife to walk in.to my house
and demand | remove my car,
but when nothing happened. |
became relaxed until the next
morning when | came out in
a rush to go to work, it took
the Okoro’s over 30 minutes
to locate the keys to their car
which was parked directly
behind and blocking my small
Honda Civic. The very next
day | quietly parked my car
outside, and have been doing
so for the past one year, thanks
to the neighbourhood security
guard”.

rs Joyce Gimba who
lives in old Karu,
says living with co-

tenants can be a disaster ,as a
co- tenant once taught her to
be very observant and trust
no one, whether neighbor or
friend. “When my family lived
in Nyanya, there was a young
lady in the compound who
almost broke my home.She
was never fully dressed when-
ever my husband was around,
alwaystying awrapper around
her chestand | didn t take it to
mean anything ,until the fate-
ful day | caught her with my
husband To Mrs Gimba, her
world came crashing when
she caught the lady knocking
on her husband’s bathroom
door one early morning, and

was flabbergasted when the
door opened and the young
lady was admitted into the
tiny bathroom they shared
with another tenant. “ It was
then that it dawned on me that
my husband had been having
an affair, and | had been blind
all along, because whenever
my husband went to the bath
room to take his bath in the
morning, after a few minutes,
Charity will also carry her
bucket of water to go to the
bathroom. But then | never
suspected anything, since each
bathroom was usually occu-
pied by two apartments and
she didnt share a bathroom
with us”.

But on that fateful day,
Mr Gimbas phone had been
ringing nonstop and being
the dutiful wife she was, Joyce
Gimba picked the phone and
hurriedly took it to her hus-
band in'the bathroom, not
knowing what awaited her.
“It was a scandal, and | later
realized everyone in the com-
pound was aware ofthe affair,
except for me”

For Mr John Daniel, a
banker living in Mararaba
“There was a time a co-tenant
poured dirty water over my
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f t Itwasascandal and Ilater realized everyone inthe com
except for me/'For Mr John Daniel, a banker living in Mai
a co-tenant poured dirty water over my body because sh
above mine. It was part ofthe reason | left that house r
were in the habit 6f throwing all sorts of things, indui

someone was standing below or not."
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d to quarrel over space and hygiene

body because she,was living
in an apartment above mine.
It was part of the reason | left
that house because those liv-

iraba said "there was atime
mwas living in an apartment
>Cause those living upstairs
jng garbage, not minding if

ing upstairs were in the habit
ofthrowing all sorts of things,
including garbage, not mind-
ing if someone was stand-
ing below or not.” Accord-
ing to Daniel who now lives
in another rented apartment
not far from the former, “ one
morning after dressing for
work, | locked my door and
stepped down from the pas-
sage when this woman who
used to live upstairs with her
family, suddenly poured water
on me, | couldn’t believe it. It
happened so fast and before |
knew it, I was soaked and my

suit drenched in dirty water.
It was not the first time she
had done it. In fact, she had
been caught on several occa-
sions pouring garbage from
upstairs, until the day her
washing water splashed on a
female co-tenant ,and they got
into a serious fight.”

‘ust as Daniel left his
former apartment,
Adama Auwal ran out of

Kers, only because another
co-tenant was meddling into
her personal affairs. Accord-
ing to her, “when | cook, she

asks her children to go and
spy on what food we cooked
in the house ,even though we
didnt share a kitchen.” The
alleged intruder will also buy
the same cloth bought by her,
or insist her husband buys her
same, whether he can afford
it or not. “It got to the extent
that it was like a competi-
tion between us, and eventu-
ally she started making some
threats against me, stressing
that I will never have the much
needed baby boy my husband
and | desired”. Having three
girls already,
wanted a male child, and have
had two miscarriages. They
have also buried a male infant
t\yo weeks after his delivery,
so the threat became a big
deal. The home people say, is
meant to be a place of com-
fort and solitude one returns
to after the hustle and bustle
ofthe days job. But where that
peace is being destroyed by
people whose values do not
coincide with yours, whether
through personal hygiene,
noise, morality or just med-
dlesomeness, and you’re sure
you haven’t got the patience
to tolerate some of the short
comings, then the suggestion
will be to run as if someone
were chasing you.. “That was
exactly what we did” said Mrs
Auwal. We eventually left the
house because it was becom-
ing too much, my husband had
spoken to her husband. Yet he
either did nothing or she just
didnt listen to him. We even
approached the landlord about
it, but he didn’t take it seriously
.So we left when the tension
became too much”

a | pay rent also, so |
have the right to blast
my music” Shuaibu
explained what a co-

tenant told him in response to

his appeal to reduce her loud
music, which he claimed dis-
turbed his sleep late at night.

“They forget that their rights

end where another mans right

begins” he explained. “l had to
take a serious stand because if
you are the type that avoids
confrontation, then neigh-
bours will ride on you or take
you for granted.” He went fur-
ther to explain that he shared
a common wall, partitioned
with ply wood and painted
to look like a wall with his
neighbour, and so made it
impossible for him to endure
her bizarre sleeping arrange-
ment.” She said ~he needed
the music to sleep, but thats
not my problem, all | need is

the Auwal’s
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-y rent also,~
have the rightto blast
music" Shuaibu explained
what a co-tenant told him
in response to his appeal
to reduce her loud music,
which he claimed dis-
turbed his sleep late at
night. "They forget that
their rights end where
another man's M |
begins", he expialnec

to have a sound rest at night when | come b;
from work”.

ccording to Mohammed Isa “1 1

with a bachelor neighbour who 1

.turned the house into a brothel, ¢
to the number and kind of girls he invites
the house.” Of course, Isa and other co-tena
hated Mr bachelor’s nature which is coloui
with a violent temper, as the drama of poui
ing on his girl friends takes place late at nij
when his neighbours seem to be asleep. “H(
violent with them because there was a time
came knocking 6n my door sometime arou
mid night to help him take his pregnant gi
friend to the hospital, after he had beaten hei
unconsciousness” .

Mr and Mrs Adams never fail to disappo
their co-tenants and the entire neighbourho
with interesting domestic performances. “It’s
embarrassing when you hear the kind ofinsi
they pour on each other” says John from 1
neighbourhood. “My wife and other neij
bours in the past used to come out to separ
them, when the quarrel turns physical, but n<
we just let them be” added the neighbour. I\
Adams, a middle aged plump woman with t
children, lives as a co-tenant with three otl
families in a face me | face you apartment
Mararaba. “She is a trader” said John who &
tomatoes and other condiments in Maran
market. Eventhough Mr Adams was absent,
wife vehemently refused to talk to the repor
and told her to go meet those that have be
feeding her with lies. “Sometimes | hate co
ing back home because oftheir noise. When
reported the matter to the landlord, he warr
them and threatened them with eviction befi
things started getting better.”

or landlords, not only do they haveto a
Ftend with maintenance issues and rentc
lections, but boisterous tenants make
unbearable for the quieter ones, who don't 1
the noise and congestion as they make their v
around. “Most landlords don't really care ifyc
neighbours are blasting music that wont let >
sleep, or ifa couples quarrel is disruptive toy
as long as no door is being broken and rents
settled at the right time,” says John.
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Oil hits $81 on Belarus, cold

OIL rose to $81 a barrel on
Monday, the highest in more
than two months, on news
that Russiahas halted oil sup-
plies to Belarus and on cold
weather in the United States.
Russia has halted oil sup-
plies to Belarusian refineries
after failing to agree terms for
2010, traders said on Sunday.
Russian oil was flowing nor-
mallyto European Union cus-
tomers via Belarus on Mon-
day, Belarus’state oil firm said
“Theres no scarcity (of

oil). On the physical scale, it
does not have any impact on
the market, but psychologi-
cally this is very important
news. Volumes are relatively
thin,” said Eugen Weinberg,
oil analyst at Commerzbank.
U.S. crude for February
delivery rose $1.49 to $80.85
a barrel by 1226 GMT, after
touching $81.16, the highest
since October 26. Brentcrude
climbed Sl .56to S7&49T
The bullish news and
hopes for recoveryinthe U.S.

Singapore eco

SINGAPORE’S economy
shrank for the first time in
three quarters in the last
three months of 2009.
Weaker manufacturing
helpedtheeconomyshrinkby
an annualised rate 0f6.8% in
the fourth quarter ofthe year,
the islands government said
That compares with a
14.9%riseinthe third quarter,

following Singapore’ deepest
recession on record.

However, the economy
still grewby 3.5%when com-
pared with the same three-
month period in 2008.

Speaking last week, Sin-
gapore’s Prime Minister Lee
Hsien Loong said the econ-
omy was still improving after
a “volatile” year.

economyallowedthe oil mar-
ket to continue the run that
lifted prices by 78 percent last
year, the biggest annual gain
in adecade.

Other commaodities also
rose on Monday, helpedbythe
weakening dollar. Gold rose 2
percentand base metalsprices
also advanced, with copper
hitting a6-month high.

Weakness in the U.S. cur-

meney -boosts golds appeal
as an alternative asset, and
makes dollar-priced com-

Weakness in the man-
ufacturing sector, which
accounts for about a quarter
ofthe economy, contributed
to the decline in GDP.

“This decline was mainly
due to a contraction in the
output of the biomedical
manufacturing and transport
engineering clusters,” the trade
ministry said in astatement.

modities such as oil cheaper
for other currency holders.
Forecastsby DTN Mete-
orlogix for freezing tempera-
tures across the U.S. midwest
and coldweatherinthe plains
this week may boost heating
demand and lend further
support to crude prices.
Positive economic data
from China and India added
to the bullish sentiment.
China’ factories cranked
up production in December,
while the rate of growth in

Mariko Oi, the BBC5busi-
ness correspondent in Singa-
pore, said that some econo-
mists had expected a contrac-
tion.

“The saviour of Singa-
pores economy - the phar-
maceuticals sector - is very
volatile,” she said

“But ifyou look at export
figures, things are picking up.

Indian manufacturing rose
for the first time in three
months in December, surveys
showed.

Investors will take further
cues from U.S. manufactur-
ing data later on Monday and
from monthly employment
figures in the firstweek ofthe
new year.

Onthedatafront,the main
event will be Friday’ report
from the Labor Department
on December U.S. non-farm
payrolls. Reuters.

NoMmy Sees contraction

They rose for the firsttime in
19 months in November, and
as exports account for two-
thirds of the economy, that’s
good news.”

She added that the gov-
ernment was continuing to
take a cautious approach, and
would hold back from tight-
ening monetary policy until
later in the year. BBC.

TuesdaV' January 5,2010

China records
manufacturing
growth boost

CHINESE manufacturing
grew by the biggest margin
in five years in December,
fuelling growth expectations
for the world’ third-biggest
economy.

The purchasing manag-
ers index (PMI) from HSBC
Holdings and Markit Eco-
nomics reported the fastest
rate of growth since records
began in 2004.

The index is based on a
survey ofmore than 400 Chi-
nese manufacturers.

The finding supports the
view among some econo-
mists that Chinak economy
could grow by as much as
i0% this year. Butthe survey
also renews concerns over
inflation, with prices rising at
theirfastestrate in 17 months.

The PMI measure rose to
56.1, up from 55.7 a month
earlier. A measure over 50
represents growth in the
manufacturing sector.

The figure was also in
line with Chinas official PMI
figure, released on 1 January,
whichshowedgrowthinman-
ufacturingata20-month high.

The growth in manufac-
turing has fuelled expecta-
tions that the Chinese econ-
omy could return to double-
digit growth figures.

Whileother countriesslip-
ped into recession in 2009,
China saw its annual GDP
growth ratd slip to a low of
6.1%in April last year.

Last month, the Chinese
government said itwastarget-
ing a growth rate 0f8%.

However, someeconomists
believe that China is already
growing at an annualised rate
of at least 10%, with similar
growthfor 2010 forecasted

Commenting on the fig-
ures, Qu Hongbin,chiefChina
economist at HSBC, said the
Chinese authorities’actions to
help the economy were clearly
working.

“The second-round effect
of stimulus measures is filter-
ing through to substantially
benefitthe manufacturing sec-
tor”he said.

Atthe end 02008 the Chi-
nese governmentannounced a
4trillionyuan ($586bn; £354bn)
stimulus plan that pumped
money into the economy
through spending on public
infrastructureprojects. BBC.

Novartis to buy Alcon for $39 billion

SWISS drugmaker Novartis aimsto buy the rest ofthe world’s
biggest eye care firm Alcon for $39.3 billion, including Nes-
tles majority stake, to help it diversify away from prescription
drugs. .

?\Iovartis saidon Monday itwas exercisingan optionto buya
52 percent stake in Alcon from Nestle for $28.1 billion, boosting
itsholdingto 77 percent afteritboughtan initial 25 percent stake
from the world’ largest food group in 2008.

Novartis, which was widely expected to snap up the Nesde
stake as soon as its option allowed,. al\s/qaripi;s tf(lJ buy qult the 23

V2?2 Mi i milm

percent held by minority shareholders for $11.2 billion, end-
ing uncertainty over whether or not it would seek full control.

Novartisand rival drugmakerssuch as GlaxoSmithKlineand
Sanofi-Aventis are pushing into areas like consumer healthcare
and generics as they face the biggest loss of patent protection in
history.

To win full control of Alcon, analysts predict Novartis will
have to increase its current offer to minorities of 2.80 Novartis
shares for each remaining Alcon share, which amounts to just
$153 per share compared with the $18 0agreed with pestle.

.glla%J%olm.a s well as contaﬁtns p[(}\(}hj?t? R..qiters.

The expected tussle with minority shareholders echoes
Roches fight for full control of U.S. biotech group Genentech,
whichthe Swissdrugmaker finallyclinched last year. Alcon was
founded in 1945 in Fort Worth, Texas by pharmacists Robert
Alexander and William Conner, who combined the first syl-
lables of thieir surnames for the company name.

Bought by Nestle in 1977 for $280 million, it is the global
leader in ophthalmic surgery products, particularly for cataract
operations, and also produces medicines for eye diseases like

<M iJ-------
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Malam Sani said because ofthe losses he has been incur-
ring in the business, he now takes the commodity on credit.
It was after he has sold it that he pays back and collects
another one.

He stated that he was still doing the business because he
hasn tany option and he wouldntwant to stay idle without
doing anything. He added that before the charcoal business
he was a taxi driver.

Further investigation by Daily Trust revealed that big
households prefer using the firewood or kerosene to the
charcoal, the reason being that it was more economical.
Charcoal is more economical and faster for small cooking.

A charcoal dealer who wouldnt want his name men-
tioned said the problem they were facing was from security
men at check points. He revealed that on one trip some-
times they pay up to N20,000 to the security men at a check
point before they were allowed to pass.

According to him, they were compelled to pay the
money by the security men under the guise that the busi-
ness was an unlawful one. It is unlawful because govern-
menthas banned the felling oftrees for the purpose ofburn-
ing them to get the charcoal. They said they are charging
us the money because the business is illegal as falling of
trees for such purpose is banned by government,” he said.

Asked if the securities had .ever seized the commod-
ity from them either on the road while transporting it to
Kano or in the market when they spread it for buyers, he
said there had never been an instance when the commaodad-

Declining charcoal business in Kano

Charcoal business in Kano, local to Nigeria though, may have hit the diminishing
return on the business scale, as marketers are gradually closing shop owing to what
environmentalists and law enforcement agencies call the trade that involves illegal
felling of trees in Nigeria. Our reporter x-rays these dynamics.

From Halima Musa, Kano

WHEN charcoal business began in Kano about six to seven
years ago, many people were happy that a cheaper and more
effective alternative source of household fuel has come.
Households turned to it and abandoned the kerosene or
firewood that was hitherto being used as fuel.

It was a lucrative business for both the big dealers and
the petty traders. These dealers travelled to Bauchi, Plateau
or Niger States as gathered by Daily Trustto buy the char-
coal and then transport it back to Kano where it is sold to
the petty traders in bags, and they in turn sell it to people
buying in small quantity.

Though not up to a decade, this business is declining
by the day. Investigation unveils causes of such decline as
rise in the price of the charcoal from the main markets in
those states and the activities ofthe securities on the roads.

Malam Siraj Sani is apetty trader selling charcoal along
Sabon Titi Street in Gwale local government area. Respond-
ing to question posed to him on the charcoal business, he
stated that the business was declining and that he was just
doing it because he had no option. “The business isdying in
Kano. There isno gain, only losses most ofthe time,” he said

According to him, the main cause of the decline was
because ofthe rise in the price at the charcoal depots.

The main cause ofthis decline isthe increase in prices.
Before we used to buy a sack ofcharcoal at the cost 0of N800
but now we buy same bag at N1,000,” he said.

He noted that the petty traders could not add anything
on the initial price they were selling to buyers despite the
increase, saying that has made them to sell on losses instead
of making profit.

¥c nicunidiii me lormer price despite the increase.
We are doing so because ifwe add anything on how we were

By Tina A. Hassan

THE republic of Chad, Niger and Mauritania are among
countries that the United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization said have recorded up to a 30 percent loss in
farm yield due to insufficient rains.

The biggest drop is witnessed by Chad with drop peak-
ing 34 percent while Benin had predicted an annual crop
increase 0f45% or 600 in 2009 as against the previous year

selling before, people may not buy it again,” he said.

Daily Trust learnt that one mud of charcoal was sold
at N50 and with the increase in the main market; it is still
sold at same price.

MEASURED charcoal for sale.

but this unfortunately failed partly due to poor storage
which contributing up to a 40% loss.

According to reports posted by IRIN, the representa-
tive of FAO in Benin Jean Prosper Koyo, efforts need to
gear towards food preservation to avoid post harvest losses.

He said , the same effort we are putting into produc-
tion isnotgoing into conservation, it isnotjust enough to
produce but the surplus needs to be stockpiled.”

He said that the UN food body is financing the con-

eity was seized.

He further stated that it was this additional expendi-
ture on the road that was making the charcoal business
unprofitable.

The charcoal dealer however said that people would
continue to cut down trees and use it as firewood despite
warnings ofan imminent desertification in the North by
government. The only thing that could stop this practice
according to him was for government to provide a more
affordable source ofhousehold fuel to the less privilege in
the society; the main users of firewood and charcoal.

|

struction ofmetal silos to assist small producers in addition
to building three large warehouses throughout Benin for
both small and large producers. According to Koyo, FAO is
also encouraging farmers to adopt better methods ofdrying
farm produce instead of using sunlight which often leads
to parasites infestation ifnot done correctly.

He urged that using the sunlight is not the best way of
drying cereals saying that it also a contributor in the loss
ofyield after harvest.
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Nigeria loses 70% of post harvests- Ruma

MINISTERof AgricultureandWater Resources Sayyadi Abba Rumametwith

journalists recently to discuss various issues and interventions of federal
government in the agricultural sector.

From Kayode Ekundayo, Lagos

HAT is the context
ofyour vision for the
agricultural sector?
Agricultures critical to Niger-
iasjourney tb Wsion 20:20:20. For
an economy that wants to be listed
as a leadm” economy in the next
ten years, food security is impor-
tant; income diversification is
important; increased national
productivity is equally impor-
tant; job creation as well. Agri-
culture offers all of these pos-
sibilities. When practiced right
and accorded its rightful place,
agriculture can be a major driver
of growth and development for
Nigeria.

ou have been talking
Yabout privileging com-

mercial agriculture.
What exactly do you have in
mind?

What we have in mind as an
institution is taking agriculture
to the market. We want agricul-
ture to be seen, to be studied, to
be pursued and to be defined as a
business. The aggregate of opin-
ions among stakeholders is that
we have not really been pursuing
agriculture as a business; but as
something else. There are many
challenges to agriculture as a
viable business proposition: low
yields and low quality of yields,
limited access to credit, and
limited facilities for storage-and
processing etc. For nearly fifty
years, these have accounted for
our inability to take agriculture
to its bus stop, its final destina-
tion, which is the market. Com-
mercial agriculture is the way to
go, but until we isolate and over-
come these constraints, we won't
achieve our potentials in agricul-
ture as a country.

what you call the valUe-

chain approach?

Absolutely. We can re-group
the issues I mentioned before into
very simple terms. We are saying
the value chain has constrained
our capacity. To sufficiently repo-
sition the capacity ofthe produc-
ers, we need to link them to criti-
cal value chain institutions that
ultimately will provide market
for agricultural commodities.
This is the way agriculture can
occupy its right”il position, not
only as a key GDP player, but
also as a major revenue earner, a
major contributor to the nations
revenue drive. Over time, we have
tended to emphasize more on an
aspect ofthe value chain: produc-
tion. ‘Letshave more farmers; lets
cultivate more lands; lets have
more yields. As important as this
approach is, it is also limited. So
what happens after you produce
mote? How do you ensure you are
not creating a glut in the market?

I s this why you are taking

How do you ensure you have the
quality desired by the market?
How do you ensure that you add
value to what you are producing?
How do you access the market?
It is this integrated, market-ori-
ented approach that we call the
value-chain approach. From our
research, there is no economy in
history that you can copy, emu-
late, benchmark that did not
adopt an integrated, value-chain
approach to agricultural develop-
ment.

HAT are the critical
components of this
chain?

A major value-chain compo-
nent is storage. Substantial part
of what we produce in agricul-
ture, whether crops, livestock, or
fisheries, must be stored in one
form or the other. For instance
if you produce maize, you can-
not just bring the maize from the
farm as corn flakes. Appropriate
technologies must be deployed to
the farm first to store the maize,
process, and package the maize,
and other processes that will link
the maize to the market and even-
tually put it on the table. And so
you can see that our numerous
producers, the small, medium
and large have this constrain-
ing capacity. They do not really
have sufficient storage. Most of
what we produce, we lose. For
example, post-harvest loss for
tomato is sometimes as high as
70%. Another major component
is processing. Imagine how you
can prevent losses to perishable
produce like tomatoes through
processing. Besides, you don't
get much money in agriculture
from mere production. You get
money from value addition. It is
when you add value through agro
industrialization thatyou reap the
full benefits of your investment.
Also, your buyers are looking for
good grades ofwhatyou produce,
and the allied issues of packaging
and the rest will come in. And
virtually this is the value chain:
production, storage, processing,
packaging and marketing.

scommercial agriculture the
only way to achieve this?

Not necessarily, but once
you begin to look at agriculture
as business, you have to think
about going to scale. Also, this is
the way we can fully tap into exist-
ing opportunities. Look at the

potential of the domestic market

alone. We are talking about the
population of over 140 million
people who have to be fed. You
can see this is even enough as a
market. Then we also have to pro-
duce to meet the requirement of
the export market. The African
regional market itselfis about $70
billion. Ifyou look at the African
commodity trade and Nigeria’s
comparative advantage in those
commodities, we are talking of

about the potential of the bulk of
the $70 billion dollars coming to
Nigeria.

If we also look at some mar-
kets that are not so far away from
us either by air, sea or land, we
have competitive advantage of
trading with them. Saudi Ara-
bia and UAE import almost 100
per cent of what they consume.
In UAE alone, food import as at
2007/2008 was about 24 billion
dirham. This is equivalent to $14
billion. And 65% percent of this
food import is livestock feeds -
animal feeds. And what is animal
feeds formulation? Maize, Sor-
ghum, cassava, soya beans. 80%
of whaf a composite feed con-
tains is these aggregates in which
we have comparative advantage.
And so ifyou look at Nigeria tar-
geting these markets - targeting
the African and UAE markets and
even Saudi Arabia. Saudi Arabia
imports annually more than 10
million small*ruminants goats,
rams etc for the annual sacrifice
during Hajj. On the average, small
ruminant costs at least 500 Riy-
adh, multiply this by 10 million.
So ifour people will be devoted to
the production ofthis small rumi-
nant livestock to meet the target
market demand, you can see how
much we can make from that.

hy are we not taking

advantage of all these
opportunities?

This takes us back to the value

chain. What has been constrain-

ing our capacity in reaching to all.

these markets is the value chain.
Ofcourse we produce, but how do
we get to the market? The tran-
sitional institutions are not there.
We need agro-export condition-
ing centers that will take the toma-
toes, condition the tomatoes, the
hot chili, and the onions, make
them pass through sanitary con-
ditions, and other export proc-
esses as required by best practice.
Pre-shipmentinspection require-
ment are linked to export market.
Nigeria could be an agro-export
hub/power house if not for the
value chain constraint. You can-
notjust take your maize from here
and say some people want to buy
animal feeds in Dubai and you
just take it to the sea port, it must
pass through some processes. If
you look at the global market for
cowpea, it is needed all over the
world, but the cowpea we produce
cannot fit into the market. Why
can’t we export our own? Because
we do not have the silo complexes
that will turn it around, that will
de-stone, clean, package to best
practice and brand it and make
it ready for export. We cannot
do all these manually; we need
technologies for warehousing,
processing and packaging. Ifyou
dont put all these in place, you
cannot get to the market. All our
efforts in the past years have been

AGRIC Minister Dr. Sayyadi Abba Ruma

to some extent honestly on the
aspect of stimulating production.
Providing agro inputs; providing
creditsupport to the farmers, and
even agric bank was established
for Nigeria. But | realize the fact
that you can enhance the farmers
yields, give him credit to produce
more, but the kilometers he has to
pass through to get to the market
is quite avery long journey. So by
the time he gets to the market, he
cannot make all the money he has
spent because nobody will buy ata
price that will offset his cost. And
so for this, agriculture has become
an unattractive business, because
of the low returns on the invest-
ment.

hat is your Minis-
try doing to remove
or lessen these con-

straints?

On assumption of office, we
were compelled to commence a
policy reengineering of agricul-
ture that will take us to best prac-
tice application. We designed
short, medium and long term
interventions, with benchmarks,
timelines and funding require-
ments. After a reasonable degree
oftime, we presented to Mr. Pres-
ident the Commercial Agricul-
ture Development Programme
that has the ultimate intention of
Raising Agricultural Income in
a Sustainable Environment. This
we have branded RAISE Nigeria.
Based on the constraints that we
identified, we developed five steps
to food security in Nigeria: evolv-
ing appropriate policy frame-
work; securing adequate funding;
rehabilitating rural infrastruc-
ture; ensuring sustainable man-
agement of water resources; and
enhancing capacity for increased
production, storage, processing
and marketing. There are differ-
ent projects and interventions
under each broad category, and
most of the projects will come on
stream this year and next, with
appropriate incentives such as

subsidies, grants and concession-
ary loans to encourage private
sector participation.

For example, we are build-
ing 300 agro-input centres in
the country. These will be one-
stop shops, where farmers will
have constant access to quality
agro-inputs at reasonable prices:
seedlings, fertilizers, tractors,
agro-chemicals, extension serv-
ices, etc. We are building 20 silos
all over the country to solve the
problem of storage, j*ll the silos
will be completed in .one year,
with a total capacity to store and
process more than one million
metric tonnes of grains. To pro-
vide access to capital, we in con-
junction with the Central Bank
of Nigeria (CBN) are providing
N200 billion concessionary loan
for commercial agriculture, N40
billion for small-holder farmers
and N160 billion for large scale
farmers. We are also building
eight livestock estates and eight
fish estates to take advantage of
our potentials in livestock and
fishery sub-sector. We also have
an out-growers’scheme.

There are 20 of them, to be
builtaround dormantriver basins
and designed to incentivize large-
scale farming through a contract
farming system as is done in
places like Israel and aimed at
the evolution of a new genera-
tion of farmers. We also have four
exporthanding and conditioning
centres to ensure that whatever
we produce can be competitive
in the export market. We are also
providing marketing infrastruc-
tures like guaranteed minimum
price, community tractor hiring
scheme, farmers markets, food
courts etc. It is a comprehensive,
integrated and holistic approach
that takes account of the past,
interrogates present and connects
to the future. It is an approach
aimed at not only transforming
the agricultural sector, but also
at transforming the country as a
whole.



DAILY TRUST

Tuesday, January 5,2010

Business/Finance

NoofDeals

2ND-TIER SECURITIES
CAPITAL OIL PLC

AGRICULTURE

FTN COCOA PROC. PLC
LIVESTOCK FEEDS PLC
OKOMU OIL PALM COY PLC
PRESCO PLC

AIR SERVICES

NIG. AV. HAND. COY PLC
SECTORTotals
AUTOMOBILE &TYRE
DNJYRE& RUBBER PLC
INCAfi NIGERIA PLC

R.T. BRISCOE (NIG.) PLC

3ANKING

ACCESS BANK PLC
AFRIBANK NIGERIA PLC
DIAMOND BANK PLC
ECOBANK NIGERIA PLC
F/CITY MON. BANK PLC
FIDELITY BANK PLC
FIRST BANK OF NIG. PLC
FINBANK PLC
GTBANKPLC
STANBICIBTC BANK PLC
INTERCONT. BANK PLC.
OCEANIC BANK INT. PLC
BANKPHBPLC

SKYE BANK PLC.
SPRING BANK PLC
STERLING BANK PLC
UNT/BANKFORAFR. PLC.
UN/BANK OF NIG. PLC
UNITYBANKPLC

WEMA BANK PLC
ZENITH BANK PLC
SECTORTotals
BUILDING MATERIALS
ASHAKACEMENTPLC
BENUE CEM. COY PLC
CEM. CO. OF N/NIG. PLC
NIGERIAN ROPES PLC.

W@&ﬁo_mc_

CHEMICAL & PAINTS
CHEM.&ALL. PROD. PLC
I.P.W.A. PLC
NIG-GERMAN CHEM. PLC
SECTOR Totals
COMMERCIAL/SERV.
RED STAR EXPRESS PLC
SECTOR Totals

COMP. &OFFICE EQUIP.
NCR (NIGERIA) PLC.
OMATEK VENTURES PLC
TRIP/GEE AND CQOY PLC
SECTORTotals
CONGLOMERATES

A. G. LEVENTIS (NIG.) PLC
CHELLARAMSPLC

JOHN HOLTPLC

PZ CUSSONS NIG. PLC
TRANS. CORP. OF NIG. PLC
UAC OF NIGERIA PLC
UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC
SECTORTotals
CONSTRUCTION
COSTAIN (WA) PLC

G. CAPPA PLC

JULIUS BERGER NIG. PLC
MULTIVERSE RES. PLC
SECTOR Totals
ENGINEERING TECHN.
CUTIX PLC

NIG. WIRE /fND CABLE PLC.
SECTORTotals
FOOD/BEV. & TOBACCO
7-UP BOTTLING CO. PLC
BIG TREAT PLC

CADBURY NIGERIA PLC
DANGOTE FLOUR MILLS PLC
DANGOTE SUGAR REF. PLC
FLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC
H/WELL FLOUR MILL PLC
NAT. SALT COY NIG. PLC
NIG. BOTTLING COY PLC

GAINERS

37

48
46
43
10
25
42
426
99
251
22
19

54
78

32
94
93
32
11
188

32
10
10

37

0.59

0.54
0.59
22.75
5.60

7.18

0.50
412
6.15

755
243
7.19
10.10
701
2.52
14.00
0.55
15.78
7.16
1.69
177
1.38
5.48
0.73
1.26
10.81
6.25
0.87
0.97
13.50

11.39
43.01
13.00
9.14

30.00

28.00
145
15.04

215

851
0.50
484

247
14.13
9.28
25.00
0.52
36.75
19,00
YW

3.80
14.46
25.79
0.50

3.00
0.97

29.40
0.66
10.49
10.42
14.90
36.20
8.50
4.56
2249

NNFM
NBC
CCNN
UNILEVER

39.120
39.120

950.000

100.000
,845

3,500

196,762

1,159,000
50,250
1,726

452,952
2,137,125
2,565,097
7,743,893
962,385
1,971,000
9,053,003
12,190,523
12,509,240
326,410
514,024
1,049,753
1,932,672
4,443,764
337,900
3,363,093
1,073,190
1,717,338
1,270,875
360,165
2,117,455

182,005
67,689
332,760
150
556,355

1,300
40,000
546

288,881

6,633
1,644,680
1,530

1

20,723
1728

556
104,843
7,947,950
63,667
174,242
8,313 709

101,725
600
20,690
20,000
143,015

93.400
25,000
118.400

500
403,920
150,793
1,002,005
465,484
322,337
3,000
956,163
78,444

Value of Shares (N)

23,080.80

513,000.00
59,000.00
18,268.90
20,335.00

1,416,947.57

579,500.00
207,030.00
10,250.64

3,450,468.54
5,223,636.16
18.498.428.48
78,213,319.30
6,761,618.85
4.931.260.00
126.861.055.33
6.398.197.00
194.586.541.34
2,338,696.11
868,700.56
1,858,062.81
2.660.861.48
23,488,759.48
246,667.00
4,063,925.08
11,604,634.86
10,638,682.16
1.089.665.00
349,360.05
28,057,060.37

2.121.977.52
2.925.565.53
4,285,907.60
1,303.50
16,631,669.40

36.400.00
55.200.00
7,802.34

626,288.20

53,986.29
822.350.00
7.038.00
883,37429

52,722.33
23,207.04
4,903.92
2,677,149.18
4,069,286.30
2,342,755.50
3,304,137.57
12,474,161.84

399,904.07
8.244.00
507,111.90
10,000.00
925,259.97

280,200.00
24.250.00
304,450.00

14,700.00
266,587.20
1,513,664.70
10,117,650.74
6,928,364.50
11,617,994.60
24,240.00
4,351,103.28
1,762,671.67

1.09
1.07
0.54
0.50

't

chased |
Investors
who expect
aprice
increase.
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Nigeria Stock Exchange (NSE)
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NESTLE NIGERIA PLC 239.50
N/NIG. FLOUR MILLS PLC 3 2294
TANTALIZERS PLC 13 0.75
UTC NIGERIAPLC 2 0.86
SECTORTotals 233
HEALTHCARE
EKOCORP PLC 1 5.58
tVANS MEDICALPLC. 1 1.02
: 2 1.86
C 4 2240
C. 15 3.86
C. 2 12.28
cC 1 1.50
PHARMA-DEKO PLC 2 497
UN/DIAG. &CLIN.SERV.PICc 16 064
54 wyv M
IND//DOMESTIC PROD.
B.O. C. GASES NIGERIAPLC 2 1343
FIRST ALUM. NIGERIA PLC 5 0.50
VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC 15 5.37
22
Y
CHAMS PLC 20 0.59
IHS NIGERIA PLC 2 424
MASSTEL. INNOV. | e 2 0.50
STARCOMMS PLC 16 1.80
SECTORTotali
INSURANCE
AFRICAN ALLIANCE INS. i 0.87
AlICO INSURANCE PLC 29 0.82
CONTINENTAL REINS. PLC 4 1.15
C/STONE INSUR. CO. PLC. 1 0.52
CUST.ANDALL. INS. PLC 1 2.86
EQUITY ASSURANCE PLC 1 0.50
T 0.50
c 3 091
GUAR. TRUST ASSUR. PLC 2 2.18
GUINEA INSURANCE PLC. 1 0.50
INV. AND ALLIED ASS. PLC 1 0.50
INT. ENERGY INS. COY PLC 49 0.60
LASACO ASSURANCE PLC. 14 0.57
LAW UNION &ROCK INS. PLil. 12 051
MUTUAL BEN. ASS. PLC 14 0.64
N.E.M. INS. CO. (NIG.) PLC. 21 0.54
L2 0.97
1 4.00
i 0.50
i 0.50
STACO INSURANCE PLC 2 119
STAND. ALLIANCE INS.PLC 5 0.57
UNIC INSURANCE PLC. 7 1.15
UNITY KAPITAL ASS. PLC 2 2.38
'UNIV. INSURANCE COY P~ 1 0.50
INTERCONT.WAPICINS.PLC 16 115
SECTORTotals 209 -
MEDIA
DAAR COMMUNIC. PLC 10 0.58
SECTORTOotals iiifplittii
MORTGAGE COMPANIES
9 0.56
9 0.50
20 0.89
SECTORTotals 38
OTHER FINANCIAL INST.
CRUSADER NIGERIA PLC. 5 1.50
D/CAPIT. MAN. &TRUSTPA< 1 2.02
ROYAL EXCHANGE PLC 1 0.66
SECTORTotals 7
PATROLEUM(MARKETING)
AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC. 31 3351
BECO PETR.M PROD. PLC 1 253
CHEVRON OIL NIGERIAPLC 6 69.79
CONOIL PLC 4 27.63
ETERNA OIL &GAS PLC. 22 4.74
MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC. 4 98.80
OANDO PLC 5 93.99
TOTAL NIGERIA PLC 3 1490]
SECTORTotals 76
PRINTING &PUBLISHING
ACADEMY PRESS PLC. 2 540
LONGMAN NIGERIA PLC 9 9.03
UNIVERSITY PRESS PLC 7 4.97
SECTORTotals 18
REAL ESTATE
UACN PROP. DEV. CO. PLC 8 19.86
SECTORTotals 8
THE FOREIGN LISTINGS
ECOBANKTRANS. INCORP. 8’ 15.00
SECTORTotals 8
OVERALLTotals 3,802
ECOBANK
IBTC
VITAFOAM

ETERNAOIL

14,093
650C¢c
1,060,00C
30,0Cc
4551 73«

2,56:
522,00C
55,00C
2,58 -
58,51 C
60e
273,69C
25,20C
725,00C
1,665,151

2174
62,10
306,783
371,05]

2,106,001
*% 400
20,00(
827,05.

1,20(
958,575
625,00(

1,027,52}
70(
47,40°
1,634,424
95,56(
188,00C
20,00C
18,00C
5,638,58
627,07
3,820,000
1,152,190
864,805
15,500
4,500
20,000
10,00C
335,500
302,000
288,700
20,000

2,000

232,022
17,949,269

111,500
111,500

451,704
10,190,000
410,140
IT,OStIBf ,

258,659
8,000
1,000

267,659

101,514
2,500
6,000

748

264,714
1,480
1,08C

10,000

388,036

13,040
20,324
61,050
94,414

21,230
21,230

167,18 ;

1,490,950.00
808,281.12
25,800.00
42162995 66

13,604.22
532,440.00
102,300.00
57,768.80
224,073.10
7,072.02
410,535.00
119,196.00
462,150.00
1,929,139.14

27,848.94
31,050.00
1,652,301.18
1,711,200.12

1,219,512.60
16,120.00
10,000.00
1,475,929.61

996.00
780,993.99
690,000.00
547,782.04

1,904.00
23,702.00
817,212.00
86,965.06
411,090.00
10,000.00
9,000.00
3,460,100.25
368,531.89
1,993,700.00
737,401.60
463,194.70
15,035.00

\ 17,100.00
10,000.00

' 5,000.00
399,245.00
172,140.00
308,160.00
45,400.00
1,000.00
266,825.30
11,642,478.83

64,590.00
64,590.00

255,723.64
5,091,000.00
364,793.36
5,711,517.00

387,988.50
16,160.00
630.00
404,778.50

3,260,948.43
6,025.00
435,046.54
21,552.00
1,256,310.59
139,600.00
101,509.20
1,415,500.00
6,636,491.76

71,808.00
188,275.02
292,866.30
552,949.32

407,843.60
407,843.60

2,507,781.20

167,18% 2,507,78120
129,761,82' ' 699,999,47280

0.53
031
0.28
0.24
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| enaAppraprartioABMs, TNsenwouereeponsMKy!am abe”*to discharge
* 7 eewooenoe Wi sector? 121 (1>and ® ofthe’Im constitution of I't
Federal Republic of Migeria. Lei me therefore take tois opportunity So
commend toe Honourable House forthe unprecedented lev# ofcoeoefaticm it
has beeqfltaxlendm to us since its inception, White what lam aboutto present
o you'toft™y are the highlights ol the programme which our administration
intends to pursue during tee new Fiscal Year, it is worthy of note that this
presentation is of immense importance to a# politics! and socio-economic
developmentofourdearstats.
**«<?«% worthoovne the*y » inputmthetom of legislation whichis
teehg sought IS essential tor foe legitimacy of the entire package. Htherefore
Joenoovee o you to study the sgbmisston and give your inputs so that
mcollectively as partners in progress, we will move our State to greater heights
IL Mr @P»at!® and Honourable Members, you are aii aware thatin the year
*2009, we witnessed unprecedented economic downsltde which was described
Kin economic terms as global economic meltdown. This scenario had affected
mallfacets of the world economy, partelarfy mbno-atitaai coonomtas like ours
mwith its over dependence oncrude oil revenue. This regrettably entails a hug®
mreduction m our revenue receipts. As you ail know, Yobe is among the States
ifaced with most Herculean challenges of development in the Federation in
ppte of the abundant natural potwtiMft* and the efforts made so far,
Jagrscwlitwai podoctton, which is (he main stay of our State's economy, is stft

In our desperate attemptto generate employment increase productivity,
( moorie and proroete seif-reiiance of toe peeple, the State
bovemmenthas soughtend obtained the cotlaboration of the Vtortd Bank, gie

. . m R - .
ftis sxpscted Slat suclj ctoves. combined wsth %uro er efforts, would ugh®-in
mmmssd SMntmontand commeraai activities, thus laying a solid foundation

fi~ s s« At~ titad Créa» " 6nabling for* e

™

i i fispertinentformetoh

. by toe objectives of the 2009 budget, this admWitretion has made
irted eftwts to tmptement policies and pro”~ammes wito far rsaciiina

ion populace. Evidence of this abounds if one takm a cursory

State’s iamiscap®, which is bubbQ with physical and

E Hrw ? ? (e \y . m ariw , F<N-«~ofnrfcwtoeitteneees«»y
0 tmr\sector

ymmr.

7. Under We economic sector, we acted as facilitators end a stimulus towards

the creation c<«n eneWWSng environment in order io mate me slate economy
Imorevibrant Sost® ofthese measures are;

Purchase of over 700 units of Tratstore thrpugh the Loeat

Government Joint Accouttls and distributing them to the 17
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Yobe State's Budget of Continuity 2010

Alhoji Ibrahim vuiuum mvH, vr« vn me occasion oz
Presentation of 2010 Finance and Appropriation Bills to the Yobe State House

GIMfetiiftM lefoerifig hts Sutfget speedi csi fh« floor «f Ae H«rte al Assembly

j.  Payrosntfcrthe constoictipraof G®idn-Mame Sixoa road

Is.  CominuaticOT ofwor* atto®Pofiskum-Jaltusto- Gssftua road
GENERALADMINtSTRATION

10.  inthe General Administration soctor. we initiated and implemented projects
and programmesthat fsave far-reach@fg tw ri@!%mwm&.m ofthese a
<a.  SeichBSHluchMlicetsithe 268 Lava(BdV it e BkasticVs

(b)  Purchase of 17 <toubte oab Toyota Hite for toe conduct of (he tea!
(c) Purchase and distribution of 34 brand newvehicles to

(yonMvos toenhamsetoeir operational oapa\WWBKes,

Q ﬁgﬂgé%%fgggmg& Library and Mini printing press at toe Stale

fe) Construcbonofnew Oeoufv Qevemon Office Cormle*
« A~NO S ™ S rs »

security

a « lortoe SSG
W C~isnow flm e top«8enttoeBudge,2010.

~ -b ers, forthe 2015 budget, we propose tospend

kglISSFffISSL
At toryAIch%ts%n »N2S,086.000,000
-, JTatstVAT)

d.Locallygenerated Revenue m 2,574.000,00S

p.e«em3lLc®« 385,880,006
gzl;ﬁ\o.@ 122,000

13. Outofthis anKiunt, toaaum ofN42. STS. 880.000 at 8SE » ii be devoted to
mapstal Sjspendtoire i»h>le N19, 544, 381 000 pr 3><i wiK he ea-rnartted tor
raeur»m«i0 eRditui»,

SIECTOIKAL ALLOCATION

14 The sectora-adocebon*are broady made as Soltows

local governments, and. another additional 30 units for tbs
State Mechanization Authorisy » ESTIMATES 2010
Ito!  Procurement of600 metric tonnesofassorted Fertilizer . a.Ecsnomtesedor. x * 8.958.0® 0® .40%
lie) fertsaecg/(:ggggrtam %eassarted grains under our strategic is Sooiaisector -Nil 225980.4t00-28%
. . . .. m mm J cSegsotiaiDev»»pri#nt  4W,9*2,000,036 -18%
=) g’t%%hase of assorted animal vedirses foijger hanle  «n0 O.GENANEAAMN -WI~rO0000fi  -18%
i ; h-uum , . Total-«42,875,960,000 100%
lei grgmgtsurftﬁgggilit?/f monthly subvention to he NEAZW to 1s. »e. Speeker, Homxirabte «*««ers, tiw Budyei 2010 for us * yet enother
I Procurementand distribiittonofassorted tree seedlings swortunrty to consolidate m toe varied wtoXfarreachsi™~gamsalready made that
i i itati VP>t nave >do» i liist *wih ot s»i>j-«o«omi, Mrw'riwv. stisa
1(33 MMp of local government environmental sanitation ﬂqugajIwmsﬂqvegg*p m"ﬁuwy#kﬁté a number of orv
th) H ....“... : B
ho”X nlI”8frtte °°nfeuafcn * *°* * «* 38tar hasin8ta* ]
10) Purchase of 210 metric tonnes of assorted aiumtum raw 18. Theproyamme rfacBon we have chosen to tmpiementwouid conSnue to
nwite-iafs for ng sheetsfactory *ex«? *«rt *** peoote-ontarttert n the areas of edui»tiofti:Mgrtetjtore. Healto
.. Electrification off Care Delivery, industry; Cenwrce, Poverty Redaction, Entrepreneurial
k) Payment for license/certificat# in respect pre-$fr«ssed LtevetopmentWaterSupplyand prtjvision ofBasic Infrastructure.

concrete polesindustry
SOCIAL.SECTOR
8 in toe social tectOr, we have undertaken toe fMowing:-
la) ConstoiotiOTi of 2 and 3 Bedroom Houses, 10 units in each
local Government,
| Award ofcentractfo? the construe#on 0256 Housing estates
Damaiuru
Construction of 1GG houses in Oamaturu through direct
labourtoconjunction with Fedemi Mortgage Sank
Constwctiofiol12w*j» of3 Sedrcom iegistftws’quarters
Continuation of work at tna 300 housing unite along
ttsidugurlroad,
PaYm ent of Land Compensation in respect of power
Holding Company of Nigeria (PHCM) 330ff32,33KVA line.
Nayinawadrainage pwjeefamong c#»rs;
Furnishing of Pride FM Radio Station and payment of
licensesteéto the Nafonaf BroadcesBhngCommMssion
| Purchase of modem PtAScAddress
| Renovation ofYTVcompfe* and purchase of mfcro-wave finis
Renovate of the General Sani Absteha Specjalist Mssailat
Damaturu - specialist mtpm,
Renovation and supply of equipment to other Hospiiais
across the stats and corfi#fvetiyits bf on construction of 200 bed
capacity Ultra Moderr-Hespital if-Dematury.
Sulpply of drugs for the take off ol the free medical servicedfrRiFiGe
vulnerable grotips
Continuation of feeding at designated points during
Ramadan Fastteg period
Payment for the construction and ronavaitan of classes, hostels
administrative block, staff quarters etc in our educational
institutions; ¢
Effecting payment of SSCE/NECO registration fees
bursary, tuition, .and.scholarship to our students to tertiary
institutions
Over300 Science and Mathematics teacherswere also trainedat t h e
National Mathematical Centre, Abuja:
We also effected payment to contractors to cevsr students testing
amongothers,
R E GIONAL SECTOR
19, Mr, Speaker and Honourable Members. « the Regional Development
msector, some of the projects undertaken duringthe period underravtowwew
me-  Driiing of48 constituency bor”oles,
SupMy ofdrilBng” s and eguipment
Built purchase of pipes and other consumables
Completion of Damatom Inner Ring Road and constructa of to
Round Aboutat foe fourcardinal points
Awaidof contract for the eonstruetionof Bukartr-Geidam road
Construction of Babban-GidaCNrokuskoread
Award of contract for Asphalt Overlaying and rehabilitation of Kaiiari-
Bayamarl-Geldam road
Access roads were provided ferthe Stef®House ofAssemblyand th e
High CourtComplexes
Continuation ofwork at tee Nguru-Madina road

in

These, | beleve, wiil addraw toe myriads of problems MdevMag %be as weB as
tomake ittake its nghtful place among « peers inthe Federation.
e # reason that we have decide# to name this year's budget the
*BUDGET OF CONTINUITY*, U r*r ttes banner, we stall continue tom obile
cur flen’ste tom ar* fam m wsth toneviud vigew”*gwaSer com'n-unerst, higher
T w o «m> patrotism ang  Sepue® hOgsr §0 that, we ean cotiesiivsiy
ceergtete a5 our on-going prrpcts, »m bit all featuresof under development ana
by tg]e ts)pecial grace of the-Aimighiy-Allah, attain a seff-re-generating and
sustainabiesibsetampment
18 Mr. Speaker. Honourable mamtie's. the budt(};]et 2010. a urmque. n the
sense St itis the last budget befoie the budgetof the mesien gem-  The yew
2010 going tobe our fimai opportunity so __ solidify and give finishing
fouches to alj aur etforts in the pre™ us yea%M|llalso enable us focusonto®
chaﬂem};es ahead ter toe next phase-of our BB administrafion by toe ateciai
%ace ofte«<AM %m yAM .
UCYTHBUSsrarth fvp*» 3ft<cnKim nc?
19 Mr Speaw, Honour”™ Members, mooosonancs wHteour ~ectianeenng
caw i»;8n mamfosta and pdscy statemenfs contained m our inaugural address,
~  PhiSosoPhV and tomst of thg 2010 Budgte)t shail conte« t9 bo px
mrnm intensive «  Iintegrated utrb» and rwai itever*meni
«™w W *»n shail Continu* to tecm m M pm Im *» living standard of toa
¥tfcf - Toth®««*, 2010 BudgetwiB emphasis#the improvemert of
m » » m » Olneed, to specific accord priorityte p n
ttathavathepotanSrtfcr- * )
Enhancis® educationalstatusofthe state.
Creating emptoymerms”portunity for peoples ofthe state:
Enhancing multi-sacioraSdevelopmentof¥s/se State
Putting 'in place effective road networks for enhanced
physical mobility between our people and other parts of the

country.
Fostering peaceful co-existence among people of the state
as>da te withour rwighfeoafs;

Encouraging communities to imbibe the spirit of self help as
eompiefflentery to Governmentefforts
Ensuring continued cooperation and: harmony between the
State Sovemment and the 1? Local Government Areas in the
formulation and implementation of projeas of interest. This m  believe will
reduce unnecessary waste tothe barest minimum, if notenfirety,
OUECTtVESPFTHEBUDGET
2® Sass” on the fwsgoing, the 2010 & j~et wifi have in focus, toe following
objectives*
Completingall on-going projectsteatspsited over frtm 2K59;
Continuing toe building up and rebuilding of educations! arsd other social
infrastructure) facilities on which toe rapid, intensive and integrated
developmentofthe State highly depends;
Providing greater job opportunities for our youth and other unemployed

Sourcing for appropriate external technical assistance and cooperation
programmes for developmentand programme enhancement

Pursuing further programme on improved and cleaner environment to
ensure a healthier Yobe State.

Exploring areas of collaboration on Public Private Partnership {PPPibasis.
Ensuring greater efforts aimed at harnessing the considerable

| Assembly, on Wednesday 30th Petember, 2009™ ™ N N h

revenue potentials of the stale to ensure, collection of higher internally i
generated wve*w intheye* 2010, and; o

To farther promote probity, transparency and accountability in the
conductofCkrvernmorsibusiness. J

0iS8.UR$SEMfeNpO.PRtORIT¥A«EASeCONOWIC.SS.C.TOR ,
2" Ygdqer*o %OUW*»rethatsineetoeinceptiono,ft,hisadmin<<t«lson,to j
Aay 200 ave been Pg g deliberate policies and programmes

aimed «t erihancing Agriculture, wi - main objectives of achieving s«

sufficiency atid setfr+digiisee in kots foot! and cash crops production for tw

general socio-economic development ofour State, in an effortto realize our

d e, Ve I8, etenstisrage fagilities, ferializer. Chemicaisand j

pmticid®will foemads availabte toour formers.

22,  The Stale Government shall also fulffil! all its obligations by, gl

f)rompt' release ol the counterpart fund contribute!® in r H]
nternational Fow! far Agricultural Development (IFAD), she Special |

Programme on Food Security {SPFS's and Fatiskha/ it 8/\"§

measures thatwe intend o iy SP2070. IR

ModemitsaSw of agricuKural production, procsssing and storage
torough; provtston of new improved technology, hybrid and seedlings.
Development of Farm Centers and expansion of the Wuth
EmpowermentiFarm Schemes,

Promotion of intermediate technology through purchase of matehine

bulls, ox-carts, ridget* tmd inter-row cultivators und»r toe animal j
t»t*ontoan«h«rne,;
.lU ’-i aid assisting Fawner Associations in crs.im their]

invowmen-. m manaqomanf of vanous incentives aimed
promotion ofagriodbm inthe State,
aPrr]%t;tsremwt of Grains tor Siste Grains Reserve Pro”swrims J1

provision of water pumps, tube wslte, wash torehotes to support

Irrigation terming among othere,
23. Mr.Speak* itet?«i«M e Members« an efort toenhance <
endowments and consolidate mit position M one of toe front line stales in j
kvmmk and fish production in toe country, toe Budget 2010 wifi toots on
procurement and disMbutipn of vaccines and construction of veterinary
climes. Similarly, leading ramps will be constructed, while efforts i1 “ *
intensified tor the compiation ofthe Damaturu Veterinary Oinic. ,
Similarly, efforts wifi be intensified for caSie fattening and Smali ramtoant
breeding, purchase of drugs and vaccine for mass aremaivassnetion as we«

24. Towarts «<tya>ifi.g fpuraw Is in to# field of fisheries, we shail procure
hsgb protein contentfish feeds, reactivate « « fish to tcS¥ atGashu'a and |
award contfact f» tie construcSon.o( nes? fish ponds for research and j
demonstration, in toe same veto, we shailcentimisto fulfill our obligation b
paying the counterpart fonds in respect of ECOWAS toan op Accebrate
Arts»®| Fish Production Project(M FPP),
25.  Mr, Speaker, HwtgurHbte members, SIs a weii-taown fact that Yobe b ,
geogmphicaily jocMad w a fragile iw « that« most often prone to drought, |
desertification and other environmenta! hazards. O bvtefy « shbuid m |
atlow this stuaion socontinue as ieavino itunchecstedwits lead to total toss of |
ourfarns arswell as the te«nalantifisrarbso diversity on which we d««end for
oufsubsrsfenee. f
2S, The utter desolation of our environment has continued to impress on
us line need to protest arid preserve mir eco-system from “yd
degrasMtkm,
to toe year®010 we sh«S put aarfitlonal emphasis on green b « ptoawmwa |
forsorttoaiM desrrtfioatiofs, oasis <te¥# poverty reduction tiwsgh.
Brwotion ofdate aaim olanisUnnsjb w k r«<h«™ " tofc* . velnm Wijj
YC5o River.

AWHREPSESS nvm e — ~A.wnt for the
Envirmmsntei PmtecSon Agency. We w» motercycias
and yehialesfor effocfive monitoring sl impert essesament. Furthermom,
mote totje wiHs and hwrt Bumps wi» be tiniSed for use m nurtuhno out
pteniafjons in addihonto establishment of new nurseries. !
27  Governmentwiil eouaBy contiRue to fund the aotlvifcs of NEAZDP. in ,
an effort to further derive more benefits from NEA2DP activities, we shall

intematioftal Donor Agenties. Multi-lateral Organizations and other |
stakehotoem ojncetned with ihe protection and presenxtion of the
environmentwUna view to benefiting from their services
COMMERCEANO INDUSTRIES
28  Our pQiicy thrustin this sub-sector will be geared towards laying a solid ]
commercial and woustnal base for toe slate, in an effort to achieve our
objective m this sub-sector, we will continue to provide equity finance for t
opn»t«on and furmshsng ef the 3-Star Hotel m4 toe Soda Ash Pfe
Yusufan. Government wifi equally provide wortting capital, equipmenta ... ,
15 N * % g i i
fac_tory,pijoﬁymgne anngg\’/gngs%CEI?antorpy?ktI%sfr%g%ﬁ Sahel Auminum
Elal?tand toe FON\ESMIRBRIEABOIR/

9, We intend to gradually privaiize these pioneer industries o
g«e toese eompanie«thenW e g fiRaneial geid, managerialacumen, end
defecky the Government frm wnniur%%' these «ewp« a»t, Maehtoe end
eqguipwat *W be.praoired for dsstnbuftonan loan to our people through toe
SmaiiScale C « * Board so that they become seS-pmployad. Thevwsrkon
the renovauon  Danssluru State Hotel will be completed while ecmtrad ter
toe rsnavatfon and furnishing of foe State Hotels at PWhkum. Gashu'a and
Kgtiru will be awarded. Government will also inject N1QO million to re-
capitalE® toe Yobe Securities Company Limited.

TRANSPORT *MD ENERGY .
30, We havesifto&m ated mm the much~&&tedi mdustri&t development |
m®# rumwmsmtf$omem m rnmrnem m mi beachmwtvSShma
adequate and relstbte power suppty. That is why we shall embark on an
aggressive electrification policy.

S- Jo further reafee our objec«ve in this sub-sector, efforts wilt be

ntractcill be alé[ded ter, con tion @Dakas@ KortQpi anc
¥ay& MraddSton teconstrubMi{ of ICTITON a Damakarwa and
Bije «icn-aowoeterOcm mtd%rm«cttsw,u be computed,ourtmotsc—
fto maekieninoldp@as Furthermore, sSat-P m m si stmet

[

w

KgjsssMn”~w”™assTasrs

32, White 95 ttwwijwrtsub-sectorm intend fo procure more buses to
add to ShefleetofYofee Une, moretricycles or KEKE N~ EP willbe procure
Soeasetransportefton inihemajortowns,

WI1H1STRY OF WORKS

33. The impowanc® atlached to toa Tran”xsrtation sactcH- towards the
wproven-jent of socio-economic activities of this state In particular and the
Nafcn m general cannotbe overemphasized Inrealisation ofthis, the State
Government will, in toe year 2010, intensify efforts to ensure toe completion
of ttMongoing roaa projects including asphaltoverlaying in respect of Ngufu
to Machinamad, Kailyan-BayBmarl-Gaidam road and Damatom Tcwmship
and Housing Estete roads, including new township roads and drainages.
Contracts will also be awarded for toe construction of toe fotoww

dywa-"Gsdaka road'
gamaturu— umsgarl read; Danchu>w»-Garin «ng«| road, tomme”Sairari-
anamma mart m

VBT nag ji-TFit-\Zjin5IVO iV

B ttoti road; asphalt overlaying of Tskau-Jajere roast, comptetton of Gekfam
to M aw Soroa road; maintenanoe of exisfing roads; ramptetion of Gojba-
Mutei-G™NahNgoteila rcsad, as well as continuation of w«k on the!
TObstoictksn of Garin-Alkatl-Jateko-Poiiskum road, Kackamme-Yurt«sari- i
" usufari-Karasuwa-Kumaganam'tvfayori Gumsh? to Machine road among |

Cont’d on the nextpage
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<5'Snd from the omvious page

| SOCIALSECTOR
34  Mr. Speyer, Honourabse Members, education always has a pnde of
placeintossadministration. We stronglybelevethateducation isthegreatest
investment a state of a nation can mate for the lona *** cievefopment of its
| economic, physical and human resources, To reals* our educatwn*
| obwctim. this sector has the lion shsre of Nil, 52868,000 to feari«j its
| cao'tal ersorarrsmes and recurrent expenditure. The import of this ss to
| improve literacy tewi in » state, reduce toa » b»M«ew us and the
lefeatataSy advanced states In the Federation and m2e™ f2SSL S
| empower our people.  As a deliberate policy « the 2010 Budget, emphasis
| shall be om completion and furnishing of the Yobe-Turfush international
IS « » Mamudo. Pmptetien Of rehabilitation of el
| school and purchase of Teaching-leaming materials like text books,
IIIaboratow equipment computers and furniture. We shall also release funds

St w ~u>Sm ™~ IRncbw S ~Spnte<p3?fand

IrecovatteQ!®x»ti<i9 ssw cte«ar»n§<*® «. i :riJl[I— e
The existing BEST Centres would £ provided wrth working roatonals, while
14w <SX  beestablished at Dapchi, Nangere. Ngetatmrs and Now u.

Ito ™ ‘re«rtéor™>f»~~No(tance of Health Care delivery in the soeio-
[ ec«ortodev«topmefttofrestate,

Ibeto me curative and prevents* aspects ol o .

| deserved priority attention. This ts aimed at achieving ins Mtissnraum

137 1IM SO0toe~roSA SN ito™ | teaSTSjrtM the. IW»P~» «*»
[S "et"and L t

0 Marvel

| and programmes will also be intensified during S» 2010 financial year We

| toem SIrtiS/JSooSnuato'to~wacSvfeof»w &wrtl

| medicine aod render assistance to Guinea Worm, Mas* De*wo?RU*g,
| Tuberculosis control (TBC) Rod Bask Malaria as weil a* other supixtftiva
| programmes, In art effort to give the pritwy he#fhsare sapaltas.
1 ouradministra&mw * establish Primary Healthcare ManagementBoard * #»

State
HO«IEa)SfAIRS,INrqRMATION ANOSULTURE
37 in the information subsector, the Ministry el Home Adairs information and
O tokdS Sriikli responsibilityofdominatingjnfamtetonon**
| policies and programmes of Government through the vanous informafson
| outfitsand Qeriodic publications and bulletins, .
38 In 51 derto sustain and further expand on this sufe-seeter, we attend to
complete theM u ral Centre.embark onconstruction of open air studio forthe
YTV purchase more vehicles and award contract for ite rehabilitation of the
Yotse Broatosiing corporation and purchase of office ferrite, w a gw I
generators and computers forthe Minister, YW , Yobe Printing Press and ¥BC
:amongoth
uuftl\/?EiqﬁEFAl%AMO SOCIALDEVELOPMENT
5 in the women development «to-sector and in i
iobSactHws of m  administration so Mna woman Into Sue mainstream «
Ede\}:elopment--proeess,---toe- o of Women tiSmn w* oonftnueto be
|

ensotimn®Ef and supported to mobilize and enlighten women to oonto&oie

meaningmliy 10 toe socio-economic ami postwal development of toe State in
| oartyier and the MaSon as large. In tois budget, we will conteue to pay
| anentioftto toe plightoftoe less prwtiapad am)dsaaMad peraansmow sM ety
| witha view toraising theif standard of InfiQas weHas mte”ratjing them into tht,
| mainstream of the society mmugh our various programmes”*concerned with
| toe provision of working mat”isls and rehabilitation centers. Bitnd workshops.
| handwaft, skillacquisitionand Home Economic « t«w -

40. More Kosrse Eronamies equipmentand otherwwte«

purchased and distributed to women groups, while Or {Mrs} Matyanv Sart
| Atoatcfta Matemal and Childcare Centre will receive furtoer improvement
| through oonstojction of ressfentiai quarters, and a Pharmacy urat Raw
| mstenalswi afejbe pwvidadtetoeeois”™e mdusfrtes,

j<tM"W eNINS2an N pisibity ofmobiilang toe Youtte M otdw N wato

I of Ws nason can be entrusted, wish the hope m t

| naSonai and internaiionai porting compesStions through the development of
I men and women ef heafthy c? S '? i

r~aa”™ys”h

Iy further bo”*t w tt a provision tor take-off capital and seed ironey aim ™ ai
Iproviding jobs for toe unemployed ywto, particuiarty those fiat have
| undergone ourYouth TraWng Programmes.

| the ¥sh.

| boosted further so as to enable the State eontii”enls eohSsnue to par%e*pate<h
0

. - . PN A
Hcéﬁgigiﬁaw%epgoﬁﬁgﬁ rﬁ'gﬂﬁa%rfaﬁon Wi m'éq?eééral %%W&meﬁl H8§
| entered into credit agreement wih the WorlW Bar* m 2001 to Fmarjce the
| Cormhunity Based Poverty Reduction P ectfCBPRP), . Nk,
(44  The State Agency'for Poverty Reduction from the inctpSon of its
| activities in January 2002 to 31st March, 2QCSto imPtemgn« mnmo
| projects covering all toe 17 Local Governmentareas of toe State at the total

\'T aZ a build up to eorssolid™e on the achtevrownfs wt»d” ty to«
Cesnmunity Based Agency for Poverty Reduction in toe st?te- 2 ® 'e
Qovwrmant has further expressed its interest to pamopato m a
whicti Is referred to as toe Community and Social Development Project The
Community and Socssi Oevetopment Project (CSDP) is a new conceptand
development strategy to meet community demand far socialjwojeete- it is on
record that the former Agen& has been ranked as toe best in the
implementation of toe projectamongits peers overthe years.

May | therefore urge the staS and toe management of the agency to
collectively rededicai# themselves to their duties to maintain this e n via * feat
throughout toe pettod of the impiementofton of this project whicb activities
lcommenced with its laondting inthe State on 1si September, 20C®.

148  Cmour part;, wish to sfteesthat# » State | .
give toe A&;ency every support and encour%gement induing
of its funding obligations to achieve to® desired objectives The Agency
opposes a budg”of N400 mWon, tor toe I)K/ear 2010 putofwixeft tikswnof
H300 rrtmnn wiN c«?me from the World Bank IDA Credit sr3the sum of Nt0O
milion wSI be provided to the State Government asjts <”~tobuW.a
;Furthermore toe sum of N320 m»ton or (80%) is earmarked tor Community
prelectswhiletoe sum of N8Gmillion or (20%) is earmarked asoperahoncost
REGIONALSECTOR .

4?  Mr Speaker, Him, Members, toe provision of potable water for human
and iivestock consumption, agricultural activities and industnai use wH
conSnue to fee giver? due priority by toe administration to art.
consolidate on ourgains, the exploitation of water reeourceswiltcontinue to be
based on toe strategies of dritog more borehdes, constwcSoo of dams,
icontrol gates, refotoishing of dormant boreholes am conaefe Imed cwwnt
ISSIsW ow hw i toe State, We wW eouaNy conttoue to procuw sentwtHmg

IS S K s , submersible pumpsfuelaitolutoicanls, as welfss ensure

I me maintenance ofservice rigs, boreholesand otherequipment,

148 We will aiso intensify efforts to ensure completion of work on the

I construcSon ofthe Damaturu regional water project, in thisre g e e tftaSfiite

| Gevemment and benefltw Local Governments m pay their counterpart

I contriOutions inrespect ofthat projectand the W SSSRF scheme

~ease

*ltoan«£rtto thieve ourbroad based objectivesin Land and Sarwy sub-

. remphasism be given tothe review of me master plan ofoat magr tovms
t02010. Similarly, Governmentm\l affect,paymentofcompensaw » « £ « « « ®

? s r2s
forthaMirastry.

~ i» s W S

s a s £ ts s s

a”™ ™ In the area of hooting. Government shall cori™*nue to *prd*wm o«t

YN~ ~NeyearZO iaam phasisshai®~”™~cmcom p”»
the 3QQHouston Units along Maiduguri mad IndweSfig provision of access road,
larksscaw* waternetteiiaSon, W etitcialeoensure«mpleidn«ndfcmto”
of «*e'State Government Lodge at M «*»-Sqn», Simterly, <*»*»«* ** N
awarded for Ste csnstmcé&sn of another300 Mousing units in the year 2010, while
work on She constroelion of 2SS Ho«»ng UntowM e «on”et«i. Pfwit»wnft«
'» fiadeW tto «rw*RK*onef«3
m S

reiterate that we w« map out strategy ofembl*Nnd rowagwthme F~ ra
Ministry of Hout*>8 and urban Development and the New Ntgeria D ev«”/wra
Comoany iINNDC) and other sta*:e holders concerned with tfie provision and
A mentofhlifngtoerableourstaW tenefrtfrom toeirwr/”s.
mMTKFBETijBntiPAI PEVLQYWEHT i
52. Mr. Speater. Honourat™e MeniCefS, the Ministry of integrated

Rurai
BewetelraentwlfeortSfwetoayteAl rtte Jf

.S

fvtminftvear errafesis shall be placed ort c»nstrtkK»on of rural feeder roads

5 S F « rf£f 3 « ss s X

53d”™ em sore OTStnicfton of more culverts

addition to these, brand new tippers, epmwfe iwnng )

ofice equipment wi8 be purchased, wMe renovation of *nmt offices ** be
undertaken,

NN

{" state

admtntettafhn *In sonstderatw of to®, | wish to assnm W's gathenng that the
Govo tw r SHoose wiil e&ntintse IQ fsmai™ -op™ mdaccess!to all people

cover recurrent services ®1»* include payment of wtem ugw ™« «w
Government House, feputy Sovemors bouse and *soy«mmem Lodges m

NN\
sfs~"&mstotals sftd S~aftments ift toe StaSe, *  well as lialstng

laovemsrasmats we

welfare and manpower Oevelopment the two

new offices, renovation and expansion

conSie t0aive fwnitonng aspect special focm owin$ to toe impotonce §
attach to elfective ptanmng and budgeting™ it «

1?tRiftS S~ 1hSS”™ ~sand toMMr.program”™ we

s fo ®rsute toat Budgetand public spending mgeneral were appiapnafely geared

‘wmttMm for <jomw>ent to adopt seme re-ad|u”~moni
Dolicv 17 _order to cushion tve eiecl of uM3™N© m$n.
income. To we intend to take reform measore-s atmod

m

7e7~M\ucm§ over

IS-A"SSSassas™a»

i of life. Sharia is ail about peace, orderimess in soaety. ﬁ%ﬂ
| whew the Wto#*» oto # « 7 ~Njodto [* ~ » SSK2

wilhoutM « Wwfran« in I ..of ETE%Ioat{UIerance and respect, |
2010fiscai year, 85 MMm? v fm%y “mi* f¢ e wpiit eepdnwstojevjolvenc |
poiicy where large_Tsangeyas, WHIER aré far .

eledrwiiy soppty, will be prwkted with solar powered tigh , shades, oaasaa
arid other sup{_)ort serv-isas. StoiMy.It €oj
Da'awa activities, rev_:ﬁ/laBon of pnMChmg to
ratsgpante like the Bo

s

gt®we
orasM| the emergence *
0 Haw n as wN! a* monitoriog the «np*ementa*ion of

I M r ~NpSter,' Honourable Members, Distinguished lafe ag
Gentlemen. in the Special Du6e» sut”serte, we wiil porSmuatosW |rt i»
M Nstrv atmappmg c?utstfatsgies SftStwillensyre poverty redyc on m
theS? Wem equSy ensure we Ss«te GAnm ent'sjartw patiotm
Local Sltetoral Commsitee ?t>eetir™s. Fuhtiemwe ft?e fim«try wiS tm
provided tOt> wefitsir matwtals like corrwfers, WNig«M M *
vehicle* arnono riitiers to perform its duties effectiveqy. Simiiany. ™
continiee to support the Emirato Councils to enable” Sieni perfoim tliesr
traditteial rales ™ ecflv™y and efficiently.

«*

ISAW AN ANtow i& aon and devekement of demwracy arrf

g « j govttmMtoe & world over ¥ deeply &% irm rooted in e speedy

Ispesvsation of justice and guaranteein%; of tiundamectal iuman rights |
0

m & Im tfim ofa* dtotens, m irw this info constél&rkftésh, tRlsAdwinistfiicsn
shall coniinue to ensure thatju«c«im w m are m ?e accesg|b§ «Ht» |
possible, A«swdingly, in toe

near to the door step* of tie eommw mani | dil

2010 fe ST yeas; be made fo provide all toe requisite wommg |

materials, and create am ftais atrrssphere through construrtson of courts, |
S s 6TorstteScoensels @t PAotiskum, fighru, Geidam. f

. 10 «S same manner, e shail rontinw tn support the Judkary to |
enaSie it iterate eflectiveiy Tfiis admmlisiration is appreciative of the lac, |

rssi-ssssssE stissss

tile iydiciary and ensure ofes«rvance ofthe rule oflaw. .

VB« Shall exnitilmm wish the vamofii$rmeeasfres ta”n jo
working fériifionssitsiliudiw | offioera. Ontoe o ter tend, itis expected mat
Shejudiciary wi! .
only{tone, buth» »*»i* ™
saying goes' Justice deteyed, i

%

~——T™

elaesd)

MIBENT AUOfFT ,
68, in an effortto ensure toat Ml @%WﬂteéM&PWblt}’ and prudence are |
maintained at ail times_ in #» WeRWtleA 6f Govemment potees sw |
grogram mes, this administration will continue to ensure *countabii% ¢

owmmenf dealings through effective monitoring mechanisms ai all levels
Intoe state forthe attainment of our stoetoprrasntaiobjecfeves  in thisregard
the Audit Department she# con#noe tQ ha given ail necessary «WMo«t «w
enctjurag«TWhnt to perform its duties effectively and e#ksanttv To show toe
way i hereby directthe Auditor General for both State and Localtoem ment
Audit departments to complete all audit reports that have not be«t<*dy
completed  Similarly, the Ministry of Finance must ensue thatfinal aocoun.
of each year that Has ended is wade read” for auditor not nww theism
montos w o toe new fiscal year, Tftese directives adtwed tostrictly,
C(WtSERVICEAMOLOCALGOVERNMENT SERVICE
89, Mr. Speaker, HonouraMe Members, we have ate n«ed tha:
Government cannot successfully cany out as pfltoM and prigmnes
withoutths full backing of an emoative and efficient Civi* ServKj~ Efrto stefi
therore conttoue to be made to restructure, sanitize and reinvigorate toe
Servicetotetoer make itmore productive, innovative andvw apt
70  Onour part, i wish to assure all our servmg and retires civil senrams
toat we shall confirms with our welfare packages and spguter payment &

iwmslons and gratul™es prompfiy e shall slso continue to
maintain oood worthing leiatien”* ip with ell late r unions. Waato **p*&.
that labour uniene wil continue to fecipiticato lhese gestures i>y always |
cKin g the path ofdialogue and urw TtodIng toordertoemumr — 1
inmeiniesBmrfntation of our Softy policiesand programmes.
71  To achieve our objactives, both toe C«l Service and the Local |
Govwiment Service Cwnmissioti will continue to be given ali toe necessary
support torough renovation of offices, provision of tomtture and equipment |
among otherstoenable themdischarge theirroleseffectively,
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY . |
72 Mr. Speaker. Honountta Members, Hisi”™ ~ to W totheo”™eraBon |
of toe Presdentia! system of Government a* ensftoivdmm % »*$* « |
separation o”*powens, the legislative arm of Government« a keyplayerinany 1

1 f2irCL e f« *~ iS nthat)Naily eher™ith » |ood

between toe exeoutsve and the legiSlature as writ as «»»idjci™r over» «

saas!’ r@rfdxsﬁwfmas/arid arom(')\i{)Inmtrif
e0mpf®u03l c? was MASBU »i« . [
vehicles, construction of ultra modem committee roonw, « ™ «aan”™ ~

furnishing of esdsftog offices and provision of equipmMit and other worKH/\]
materialsforthe Honourable House.

7 K Lopmrehi Mo sk U Rie

*16slw s|

#H | P || H M RfR T  secwityl
iwups to

wH wmarsiy toe

enjeia! M ~iblrtiii'oflithcssTnvolved'in

men muniform | wishtoassure ail our eiiizens thsfthe State Government

eantNM» to he «8v» to «» primary respomsibility ot protecting the iives and

proparty pr the m m » during the next fi«ai year end Ss thraooh|
P peyment of rca furi etc, t0 cur security |

dependence on statutor/ alkscaion to achieve iscal balance and erasure

tfsSiencv. Thisalso conformswim fm

m”eina of Governors olthe 19 Morthem States,
b. & htow Iis*toeM W W o{R*m *«fw ~t~»m *a*oh
«Nlec»notl k>-e"enusl,'atoetfiwrlcorK»itraiircuri-f vhurseim”

2010 take mare aggressive megsu”Nsi towsrds”neratwi of 2 ®™*
Taking this into constoeraitoh, sosrie oftoe measures that w* ,
Upward review oi tariffs, fees and licenses which well be worked out m

feta™h m”and*stSnJtoermg™* ofI®*revenue court to try tax defaulters,
istofiShment and strengtoeniriaofobile courtsto prosecute toad userswhodo

SmStheniS~aS” reinvtooration of the management of the Board of Intern*!

ofthe deasson iakm ata

7 kel B % 5 RaD b amdinkS araitrdeBredi g |

can snn the war against economic under development social andpotod”™ |
deoeneration lwish to atso appeal 10 our Uiama and ail men of good will to |
continue to pray to Allah for peace, harmony, well-being, good health i

rpsperity for all otir peopte.
ﬁ-&p gmﬂvsm peop

78  Visor Ex«Siehcy, Mr. Speaker and Hon. Members. Your Roysli
His”™nne”es distinauished; invited ouests, ledies end gentlemen, the rsodie |
Mentions *4 planter the year 2010to £*tato food resulte cannot be wsily |
realrzed without your fullest support and cooperafean You

ISSeto & EJS S I* «d swsl&e to the myrM of demands on twwwa

enetefion;

eistoesand

revenue r*
AeetwKn/f,

beheld . .
The activities w use sjuasu mnm n >x
6IM™ N ratt” il fs” £ FHormect <ond'«s« Governmenctiy tiw
arhtove nur otolec™ve ef coflecSwj enhanced internally generated r
Secretory te toe State Government
formation ol tois advisory committee

tonaons according to toe pmMons -

toif”rt” toon*S”E to”K meentire people of |
Vote tor their show of ample faith in the peitctes »td |

: 1 ted revenue. The
ti« *y directed to submit proposal ort the

defi&sratfens, smooth and speedy passage by the special grace of Allah |
1 -1 ‘Al ™ §TM |y TM_ «| T

gfqhaln-%hrﬂy\.'ﬂ?saﬁ%w my sir™ljl,r furw’"'r rt,tu 3nri ™ »é'oe tg orees nr," 0 I-

w f«t» Soeaker, the draft

Wednesday 30th December,

deS&erationsAmirt, i

WmsMamuAmumWamtomtuiM

people of toeir nsspectve areas in a tran”Narerst, rasponsibte and accountarae



DIGEST

'One Insix'children have
difficulty learning to talk

NEARLY one in six children -
and almost one quarter of boys
- haw difficulty learning to talk,
research suggests.

A YouGov online survey of
1,015 parents found only half of
children with speech problems
received expert help.

The survey, for England’ first
“Communication Champion”
Jean Gross, found some three-
year-olds were unable to say a
single word.

Ms Gross said the propor-
tion ofchildren with problems is
“high” and that getting help early
was essential.

“Our ability to communicate
is fundamental and underpins
everything else. Learning to talk
is one of the most important
skills a child can master in the
21st Century,” she said.

“The proportion of children
who have difficulty learning to
talk and understand speech is
high, particularly among boys.

“It is essential that all chil-
dren get the help they need from
skilled professionals as early as
possible.” Six out of 10 people
questioned for the survey said
the ability to talk, listen and
understand was the most impor-
tant skill for children to develop
in the early years.

This priority came ahead of

“m 1 m * oy
J .
i 51 %
Vi
' vr - ) |
«8®p1 J
tif
n A

the ability to interact with oth-
ers (26%), reading skills (11%),
numeracy skills (2%) and writing
skills (19).

Allthose questioned said they
looked at picture books with
their children, told them stories
and sang nursery rhymes with

Biological cells reveal brain chemistry secrets

THE cells change colour to reveal specific kinds of neural messages

SCIENTISTS have developed bio-
logical cells that can give insight
into the chemistry ofthe brain.
The cells, which change colour
when exposed to specific chemi-
cals, have been used to show how a
class of schizophrenia drug works.
The researchers hope they will
also help shed light on how many
other drugs work on the brain.
The study, by the University of
California - San Diego, is published
in Nature Neuroscience.
Schizophrenia is most com-
monly associated with symptoms

such as delusions and hallucina-
tions. But people with the illness

valso struggle to sustain attention or
recall information.

A class of drugs called atypi-
cal neuroleptics has become
commonly prescribed, in part
because they seem to improve
these problems. However, the way
they altered brain chemistry was
uncertain. It was known that the
drugs trigger the release of a large
amount ofachemical called acetyl-
choline, which enables brain cells
to communicate with each other.

However, the drugs have also
been shown to hobble a receptor
on the surface ofthe receiving cell,
which would effectively block the
message.

The San Diego team designed
biological cells - called CNiFERs -
which changed colour when acetyl-
choline latched onto this particular
class of receptors - an event scien-
tists have not previously been able>
to detect in a living brain.

They implanted the cell's into
rat brains, then stimulated a deeper
part of the brain in a way known to
release acetylcholine nearby.

In response, CNiFERs changed
colour - proving that they were
working. They then gave the rats
one of two atypical neuroleptics.
In both cases the drug severely
depressed the response from the
CNiIFERs.

This suggested that the drugs
receptor-blocking action over-rides
the increase they trigger in acetyl-
choline.

Researcher Professor David
Kleinfeld said the new cells had
great potential to reveal the myster-
ies of chemical action in the brain.

Culled from bbc.co.uk

DAILY TRUST Tuesday, January 5,2010

looking at picture books with

their parents until they were oyer

six months old, but 18% enjoyed

A this at three months or younger.

Children from more affluent

families were reported to enjoy

looking at picture books, and lis-

tening to stories and rhymes, ata

younger age than children from

! : less affluent families, researchers
said. First words

The most common age for
children to say their first word,
according to the parents sur-
veyed, was between 10 and 11
months. More girls than boys
(34% against 27%) said their
first word before they reached
nine months.

But 4% of children had not
said their first word by the age of
three. There were no real social
. class differences in when chil-
| dren said their first word, the
researchers said.

Most parents (95%) could
remember what their child’ first
word was. Among those sur-
veyed, that word was most likely
to be “Dadda” (15%" or “Daddy”
(13%), with “Mama” (10%) and
1 “Mummy” (8%) trailing a little
behind.

Speech experts generally
think the “da” sound is easier for
babies to say than “m”.

Culled from bbc.co.uk

them - all activities which boost
language development. The sur-
vey showed that the majority of
children (51%) did not enjoy

Leukaemia vaccine
being developed

A vaccine for leukaemia is about to be tested on human patients for the
firsttime, in a breakthrough which could offer hope to thousands. British
researchers have developed atreatment that can be used to stop the disease
returning after chemotherapy or bone marrow transplant.

Eventually it ishoped the drug, which activates the body’sown immune
system against the leukaemia, could be used to treat other types of cancers.
The first patients will be treated in the New Year as part of a small clini-
cal trial at Kings College London. The patients in the trial have the form
known as Acute myeloid leukaemia (AML), the most common form in
adults. Even with aggressive treatment halfwould usually find the disease
returns. The idea behind cancer ‘vaccines” is not necessarily to prevent
the disease. Instead, orice a patient has been diagnosed, the Vaccine’pro-
grammes the immune system to hunt down cancer cells and destroy them.
The vaccine then prompts the immune system to recognise leukaemia cells
ifthey return which prevents a relapse of the disease.

The vaccine is created by removing cells from the patients blood and
manipulating them in the laboratory. The cells are given two genes which
act as flags to help identify the leukaemia. It effectively focuses and boosts
the immune system’ ability to seek out and destroy cancer cells. The
research is due to be published in the Journal of Cancer Immunology,
Immunotherapy shortly. Leukaemia isacancer ofthe white blood cellsand
bone marrow and affects around 7,200 patients a year. Around 4,300 die
from the disease annually. iVeatment comes in two stages - chemotherapy
to rid the body of the disease, then to prevent it returning either further
chemotherapy or a bone marrow transplant.

Culled from telegraph.co.uk
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Sign Language

Closed since 1851? What a long-term lay-off!
Photo location: Fleetwood, Lancashire, by David .H.
Culled from thetelegraph.co.uk

EASY CROSSWORDS

3, Umertck,

46.

ACROSS
1, Stage
signals
5. Barite*
bench
6, SHpped
12, AVlever

IS. ButffigNt
cheer

14. Mound

15. Sandwich
store

16-Lmgtm for
the Ea&m
at*w

17. |V\/<<|
ejtterssfohs

18. Network of
sHeraw™"

20. Shark
feature

aa.
2$ Church

29.

30.
. SWcefigMy
33.
33
34,

35.
36,

3?
36

40.

41.
42.

tabtes
Waterway
between
islands
Aggravate

Weepers
dropiet
Anonymous
surname
Slang for
coffee
Compiee®
Pointed
lasi«r»r
Actress
Mirren
Rasns kafy
Carpenter
and Bfae*
Singer
Oal%s
WBStn»h
boxmsj rote

48.

52

S3-
54,
66-
56,

ST.

2]

prw Np

€g-
Frequency,
in poetry
Craftla « f
inftoten»ly
SMI tor
Ryan
Howard
*

Emeraids,

€0,
Gambling
cube
Bohave

DOWN

. Rascal

One, in
French
Eiectrie fish

. One who

tikes night
8le

. Puerto

Rican city
Santa's

Hope*"

21.
22.
28.
24,
26.
272.

28.

36
33.

84,
30,

37.

39.

40.

43.
44.
45.
47.

48.

50,

51.

assistant

. Common-

\ix8)

. Used op

.4 Abner
10.
11.
IS.

Not well

,» . PtsSnes
Lunch
counter
tetters
Class
Niftfotes
Ryan or
Tatum
Harah Sight
Dickens title
start (2
vsds,j
Baltimore
athlete
Bridges
Charged
parftete
Lack of m
harmony
Joshuas
battle
School
group
mfakfcf-}
Actor
Hoiwofw
televiwon
awards
CBS’s
Couoc

Sty dweBer
Lytic BMW
Shade tree
mK-Fites™
org.
Woman’s

Become old
How
come?’

Solution to Easy Crosswords
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SUDOKU

The Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9x9 square grid
made up of smaller 3x3 square grids (regions).The
numbers already present within the puzzle are
"given"- these are there to start you off. The aim is
to complete the puzzle by filling the empty cells.
* Every digit from 1-9 needs to fit in each row, col-
umn and region of 9 squares. Each row, column
and region must contain just one instance of each
\ number, 1-9.

5/

16 5 2
2 4
9 1 3

9 8
3 0

9 65 31
1 8 4Y

Solution to Sudoku 56
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Security alert at busy US. alrport
after man dodges screening checkpoint

A security alert at one
of Americas busi-
est airports sparked

Atransport chaos

mafter a man walked
through a screening checkpoint
exit into”he secure side of a ter-
minal.

Flights were grounded for
hours at Newark Liberty Inter-
national Airport and passengers
- including hundreds of Britons
heading home after the holidays
- had to be re-screened while air
safety officials searched for him.

Travellers were allowed to
begin boarding their planes about
six hours after the man was seen
bypassing security.

The man walked down an exit
lane at Terminal C about 5.30pm,
Transportation Security Admin-
istration spokeswoman Ann
Davis said.

Screening was halted while
authorities looked at surveillance
tapes to try to identify him.

Passengers were then moved
from the secure side of the ter-

Also on Sunday, the
ISA said passengers
flying into the United
States from nations
regarded as state
sponsors of terror-

ism and countries
ofinterestwill be ]
subject to enhanced
screening tech-
niques, such as body
scansand pat-downs [

minal, which isused primarily by
Continental Airline, to the open
side to go through screening'
again, Davis said in a statement.

Passengers were forced to wait
in check-in areas.

The terminal was searched to
make sure no dangerous objects
were in it befo*e the boarding
began, the TSA said.

T he man wasn* found, but
the TSA said its re-screen-
ing effort ensured every

passenger was fully screened.

Security officers instructed the
passengers, who expressed frus-
tration over the situation.

Alison Day, of York, England,
was supposed to leave for Man-
chester, England, at 7.30pm.

She was traveling with a party

of seven including an 18-month-
old and a 5-year-old.

‘I'm not angry that this is hap-
pening, but I'm angry that there
was a lack of organisation’ she
said.

S he said her party, headed
home after a Caribbean
cruise, was escorted out of

Continentals lounge but given

no further instructions.

Continental spokeswoman
Susannah Thurston said it was an
airport security issue not involv-
ing the Houston-based airline.

The Port Authority of New
York and New jersey, which runs
area airports, assisted the TSA
following the possible security
breach.

Also on Sunday, the TSA said
passengers flying into the United
States from nations regarded as
state sponsors of terrorism and
countries of interest will be sub-
ject to enhanced screening tech-
niques, such as body scans and
pat-downs.

From yesterday, all passen-
gers on U.S.-bound international
flights are subject to random
screening.

The Department of State lists
Cuba, Iran, Sudan and Syria as
state sponsors of terrorism. The

other countries whose passen-
gers will face enhanced screening
include Afghanistan, Algeria,

Iraq, Lebanon, Libya, Nigeria,
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Soma-
liaand Yemen.

AUTHORITIES were searching for a man who walked through a screening checkpoint exit into the

secure side ofa terminal
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ithe explosion

T wo bank robbers
have been declared
the winners of the
Darwin Awards 2009
after they blew them-

selves up while trying to crack

open an ATM machine.

The Belgian pair used so much
explosive to gettheirhands on the
cash thatthey destroyed the whole
bank building.

Nobody else was in the build-
ing at the time ofthe attack.

When police arrived at the
scene, they found one of them
with severe head injuries, and
rushed him to hospital.

Investigators initially assumed
that his accomplice had managed
a getaway, but the second ones
body was excavated from the
debris twelve hours later.

Wendy Northcutt, the founder
of the annual awards, declared
them the 2009 winners of the
Darwin Awards, given to those
doing the most to improve the

“|!h
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removing themselves from it'

themselves from it’

The two bankrobbers had
attempted to make a sizeable
withdrawal from the ATM, but
died when they overestimated the
quantity of dynamite needed for
the explosion.

The blast demolished the
building the bank was housed in.

The first robber was rushed
to the hospital with severe head
trauma; he died shortly after
arrival.

The bank robbers just edged
ahead oftheir main rival Shawn
Motero from U.S., who was stuck
in a traffic crawl in Florida when

he realised he needed to use the
toilet. Without one handy, he
got out ofthe car before jumping
overaconcrete wall to find amore
secluded spot.

v Unfortunately, the 30-year-
old had not realised he was on a
bridge, and fell 65 feet to his death.

Award organisers said the
accident proved you should ‘look
before you leak.’

Police revealed Mr Mot-
ero had been drinking at a bar
in Pompano Beach before his
tragic death, adding: ‘He proba-
bly thought there was a road, but
there wasn't’

human gene pool by removing
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Bank robbers who

blew themselves
up win Darwin

Award

..For'improving
the human gene pool’

Hisjnother said: ‘Shawn didnt
do awhole lot for a living. He got
along on his charm, just like his
father.’

Inthird place was the firstever
woman to be nominated for the
award.

R osanne Tippett drove her
moped into a flooded river,
despite the warning signs.

She was rescued by police,
but jumped back into the river
in an attempt to recover the two-
wheeler.

Four inches of rain had fallen
in Greensboro, North Carolina,
but the 50-year-old was deter-
mined to follow her usual route
home.

Before embarking on her final
journey she phoned her mother
and told her: ‘My moped has two
rubber wheels, Mom, I’ll be fine.’

She then drove through a
police road block before losing
control of the scooter and falling
into a swollen creek.

After being rescued by police
she jumped back into the water
to rescue her vehicle. Her mum
admitted: ‘She loved that thing.’

Battered Berlusconi back on form

B attered ltalina Prime Minister Silvio
Berlusconi seems to be making a speedy
recovery from Hi*attack as he celebrates
the birthday ofa pretty blonde MP with
his People of Freedom Party.

Michaela Biancofiore called charmer Berlusconi,
73, to wish him well and when she reminded him it
was her 40th birthday he then decided to invite her
to his luxury villato celebrate.

Knowing his love of practical jokes, Ms Bian-
cafiore had a special cake made with the icing on the
cake recreating a famous picture of the two taken
in 2005 when he raised his middle finger during a
rowdy election rally.

Ms Biancofiore made a 180 mile trip from her
home in Bolzan* to Berlusconishome at Arcore near
Milan just so she could be with him and was photo-
graphed sitting next to him as he proudly wore his
bandages. Berlusconi was hit in the face with ametal
and plaster statue of Milans Gothic Cathedral three
weeks ago and suffered a fractured nose, two broken
teeth and severe cuts to his gums and lips.

He has been ordered to take it easy and had not
been seen in public until New Years Eve but Ms Bian-
cofiore described how he had invited her to his house
to celebrate. She said: “I called him to see how he
was doing and we had a chat and I told him it was

my birthday. | said | could send him a piece of cake
and he said | can do better than that come on over
for aparty.’

It was a bit ofjourney from Bolzano to Arcore
but ifthe Prime Minister invited you to his house to
celebrate your birthday you don't think twice you go.

“In the end it was well worth it - we had a lovely
time and Berlusconi was on top form in though he
was still in pain from his injuries - every time he
laughed he winced as the stitches hurt.”

M s Biancofiore, who is a minister in the Ital-
ian Foreign Office, added: “There was
nothing untoward about the evening. It

was just a party between friends.

As always the Prime Minister was very generous
and he invited me over and as | say you don't turn
down such an invitation.

The menu was the classic one he always offers
penne (pasta) tricolore and roast beefwith potatoes.

Italians should realise what a lovely generous
man he is and thankfully the majority do.”

Lastyear Berlusconi was caught up in controversy
when it emerged that escort girls had been among
guests invited to parties at his official residences in
Rome and Sardinia. Yeseterday no-one was available
for comment at Berlusconi’ office in Rome.

Other nominees for the 2009
awards included an armed robber
who, with an alleged accomplice,
tried to disguise his face with gold
paint as he raided a convenience
store. However, Thomas James
from South Carolina used spray
paint, which released toxic fumes
and he collapsed shortly after the
robbery.

To add insult to injury, the
disguise was ineffective and wit-
nesses had no problem identify-
ing the 23-year-old.

His accomplice was charged
with armed robbery.

The only U.K. victim to be
nominated was a41-year-old man
from York.

T he unnamed father-of-
three was trying to demol-
ish a gardeji shed. He suc-

ceeded but the roof collapsed on

top ofhim and he tvas trapped in
apile ofconcrete rubble.

Firefighters used hydraulic
rams and high pressure air bags
to allow paramedics to reach the
man after the accident in April,
but he was pronounced dead the
scene.

PRIME Minister Silvio Berlusconi seems to be getting back to
business as usual after his attack as he celebrates the birthday

of pretty blonde MP Michaela Biancafiore
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The World Cup will be the
big event0of2010 - whether

its locals or tourists buying

the papers

- By Peter Bruce

G nly bulk sales are
rising in the South
African newspa-
per industry. The
newspapers that

publishers give away for free are
still allowed, under fabulously lax
ABC rules, to count as real sales in
order to impress companies who
advertise in their products.

The latest ABC figures, for the
third quarter of 2009, revealed
that of the 50 or so daily and
weekly papers only three were
up (a bit) on the previous three
months and only two could safely
be said to have risen on the year
(one was up 1% and the bther up
0.4%). We can’t wait for the World
Cup and, especially, the English
supporters. Maybe they’llbuy us?

South African papers have
been slowto get excited about the
summej but it was probably the
recent draw in Cape Town that
brought home a sense of what
is coming our way. “Becks here”;,
screamed posters fixed on to
lampposts. It was almost as if the
whole English team had arrived.

T he immediate press reac-
tion was to wrap itself up
in the flag and proclaim

that they (pick your tide) never

doubted our ability to host the

World Cup. The day after the draw,
one of Tony O’Reilly’s papers, the
Johannesburg Saturday Star, ran
an editorial that said, in part: “it
was unfair that many South Afri-
cans doubted our country’ abil-
ity,to do a proper job ... More
dismaying was the way that some
South Africans, and some media
in fact, went out of their way to
project an image to the world of
acountry that was crime-ridden.”

Well, few newspapers have fed

DA“_Y TRUST Tuesday, January 5,2010

NELSON Mandela addresses the audience during the draw

South Afneca: Wl the World
Qup boost newspaper sales?

as heartily on the crime story in
South Africa than the Saturday
Star but we have put that behind
us. We editors are all agreed that
we want the World Cup to be a
Great Success. As the editor ofa
financial daily, | suppose we will
look at the whole affair from a dif-
ferent angle. But for many of my
brother editors, here’sashortwish
list English fans may be able to
help outwith. First, getdrunk and
wander offon your own into Hill-

brow in Johannesburg. Second, do
get out of your car and pose with
that lion cub in the game park. Its
parents are miles away. Third, cel-
ebrate the night away in a T-shirt
in either Johannesburg or Cape
Town’ fan parks. That will give us
the “Fan killed, eaten or freezes”
headlines which, in the possible
but highly improbable event that
our team fails to lose to France,
Uruguay or Mexico, local papers
will need to keep the World Cup

DAVID Beckham signs fans' shirts in Cape Town, venue for the World Cup draw in December.

on their front pages.

Seriously though, newspaper
proprietors are desperate to make
money out of the World Cup. But
itwon't be eksy. FIFAwill rule with
an iron fistand it is already almost
impossible to pretend any associa-
tion with the event without FIFA%
say-so. That comes at a price.

A lesson about the attitudes of
the people who bring big sports
events to thiscountry was learned
earlier in the year when the Indian
Premier League cricket tourna-
ment was played in South Africa.
Before itbegan, the Sunday Times,
the biggest weekly in the country,
ran a story about the IPL boss,
Lalit Modi. The IPL demanded a
correction butthe paper managed
to repeat what had irritated Modi
in the first place. The paper and
all its associates (including Busi-
ness Day) probably missed out on
about R3m (£245,040) or R4m
worth of advertising as a result.

S ohowto monetise the World
Cup remains a newspaper
mystery here. It is unlikely

more locals will buy papers,

unless our team does miracu-
lously well. That means it’ll have
to be the English fans who make
next years ABCs look good. And
they may not have to buy their
papers anyway. Publishers will
more than likely give them away
and claim them as “bulk sales”
or, in a new ploy | have noticed,

“travel bulk” I dont know what

that is but I’ll bet its a pile of free

newspapers dumped in front of
your hotel in the morning.

Peter Bruce is the editor ofBusi-
ness Day, Johannesburg
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Fire guts parts of Kumasi market

FIRE has destroyed parts of one
of Africas biggest markets, at
Ghana’ second city of Kumasi.
The fire is reported to have
lasted for several hours, but so far
no casualties have been reported.
A fire officer told local radio
station Joy FM the markets hap-
hazard layout made it difficult to

get to the blaze.

The station said it was the sec-
ond fire at the market in less than
a year, arjd after the last blaze the
authorities had promisedto rede-
velop the site.

The fire is believed to have gut-
ted parts of the market occupied
by many hide-dealers<and shoe-
sellers, who told the Ghana News

W/Bank contractor
obstructs drainage

IN Kara

By Nasir Imam

WATER perhaps is the next item
to life and good health in human
community. It was therefore with
a great enthusiasjn and joy that
the residents of Federal Housing
in Karu, referred to as Supreme
Court Quarters, welcomed the
new project to lay pipes and con-
nect houses to potable water.

This actually came after three
years of cutting many ofthe resi-
dents from the water supply pipes
by the water authorities.

The new project for water
pipes laying and connection is a
one ofthe numerous World Bank
assisted projects, this specifically
in the FCT, and it is handled by
Naston Engineering.

However the implementation
ofthe contract has spelled doom
for the residents.

This is because of three large
water pipes laid by the contrac-
tor, inside a high tension water
drainage, which controls sewage
from homes, excess rain water
and waters gushing out from
numerous parts ofthe several hills
around Karu in the FCT.

According to residents of the
area, all entireties for a deep lying
of the pipes by the contractor
proved abortive. The last three
rains brought a lot of waste that
made the interrupting pipes to
trap and later sediment waste.

Cashew nuts association

THE Cashew Nuts Association
of Nigeria (CNAN) has urged
the federal government to sup-
port its cashew regeneration
plan to enhance quality produc-
tion.

The CNAN President, Mr
Tunji Owoeye, who made the
plea in Lagos on Monday in an
interview, said the association
was collaborating with cashew
farmers nationwide to ensure
the cultivation of hybrid seed-
lings.

This actually resulted in water
lock, stench and mosquito
breeding.

Other problems caused by
the contractor include cutting
off of roads within the estate
in several places, without tar-
ring back the severed spots. So
also digging in many compound
were done but the damage areas
have not been repaired. Some
of the tapes install have even
started leaking nonstop.

However, the major crisis is
yet to occur. In the subsequent
rain falls, the sedimentand sand
would not allow the amount of
water gushing during rain fall to
pass, therefore a recipe for flood
disaster in Karu.

And if that happens, the
annual flood disaster in Kubwa
in the FCT would be a child’s
play. Unless a subsequent
action is a taken, by the Federal
Capital Territory Administra-
tion, FCDA, Federal Housing
Authority, FHA and Abuja Envi-
ronmental Protection Board
(AEPB).

The resident of this estate
have already written a letter of
complaint to the water board,
yet nothing has been done. The
same latter was copied to Abuja
Environmental Protection
Agency and the Federal Capital
Territory Administration, yetno
response has come.

Owoeye said that cashew
regeneration would enhance the
nations commodity trade as well
as stamp-out old cashew trees in
estate farms and in the wild.

He said that most of the
cashew trees in the wild which
constituted a high percentage of
the nations production had gone
sterile, leading to poor quality
production.

Owoeye said that most ofsuch
trees were planted in the early
1960s, noting that because they

Agency their businesses had been
destroyed.

They said they were hoping
the National Disaster* Manage-
ment Organisation (Nadmo)
would help them.

The cause of Saturdays fire is
not yet known, but deputy police
commissioner Patrick Timbillah
said an investigation was under

way. Whatever the reason, the
overcrowded conditions com-
mon in many African markets
meant the fire spread easily and
was hard to tackle, says the BBC%
Caspar Leighton in Accra.

After the last fire, an inves-
tigation committee had recom-
mended improving access for the
emergency services. But reorgan-

ising markets is fraught with dif-
ficulty as resistance from traders
is often stiffand well-organised,
our correspondent says.

Improving safety inevitably
means a reduction in stalls and
traders losing out. Profitand pol-
itics usually win over prudence,
he adds.

-BBC

China oll spill hitsYellow River

POLLUTION from a broken oil
pipeline in northern China has
now reached one ofthe country’
major water sources - the Yellow
River, state media say.

Hundreds ofworkers had bat-
tled to contain the oil upstream,
but officials discovered traces in
the river itself.

The traces were found about
200km (124 miles) upstream
from Zhengzhou.

Three counties in> neigh-

bouring Shaanxi province have
warned people not to take sup-
plies from the river or drink river
water.

Correspondents say local
towns and cities get some oftheir
water from the river, the rest from
underground water sources.

The official Xinhua news
agency said: “At present, cities
along the river in Henan province
have sufficient water resources.”

About 150,000 litres of die-

sel poured into the Wei river in
Shaanxi province after a con-
struction accident on Wednes-
day, state media reported.

The leak occurred on the fuel
pipeline operated by the state-
run China National Petroleum
Corporation (CNPC) that con-
nects Lanzhou in the north-
west province of Gansu with
Zhengzhou in central Henan
province, according to the China
Daily newspaper.

tasks FG on tree regeneration

had aged, they yielded poorly
and lowered farmers’incomes.
The CNAN chief recalled
that government had assisted
the cotton and cocoa sectors and

pleaded that similar assistance be
extended to cashew farmers.
Owoeye noted that the asso-
ciation had embarked on a sen-
sitisation campaign to educate

woeye noted that the association had
embarked on a sensitisation campaign
to educate farmers on the essence or
regeneration and adopting bek farm

practices.

farmers on the essence ofregen-
eration and adopting best farm
practices.

He urged the Federal Gov-
ernment to distribute cashew
seedlings, nuts and nursery
plants through the association
to credible stakeholders.

The CNAN president noted
that the association was unable
to achieve its set goals of adopt-
ing best farm practices and
reducing post-harvest waste in
2009. (NAN)
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KWSG suspends chainsaw activities

From Mustafa Abubakar, llorin

THE Kwara State government
has announced the suspension of
all chainsaw activities in the state.

A statement issued by the
State Commissioner for Envi-

The world's
most polluted
places (5)

FROM lead in the soil to toxinsin
the water and radioactive fallout
in the air, The Blacksmith Insti-
tute has created a list ofthe worlds
worst ecological disaster areas

La Oroya, Peru

NUMBER of people potentially
affected: 35,000

Type of pollutant: Lead, cop-
per, zinc and sulfur dioxide

Source of pollution: Heavy
metal mining and processing

Lead is the contaminant that
shows up most frequently on
Blacksmiths list because the toll it
takes on children can be so dev-
astating. In La Oroya, a mining
town in the Peruvian Andes, 99%
of children have blood levels that
exceed acceptable limits, thanks
to an American-owned smelter
that has been polluting the city
since 1922. The average lead level,
according to a 1999 survey, was
triple the WHO limit. Even after
active emissions from the smelter

POLLUTION from the mining
and processing operations of
Doe Run Peru has led to dan-
gerously high concentrations
of lead in children's blood in
La Oroya

ronmentand Forestry, ChiefJ. U,
Ayeni, a copy made available to
Daily Trust stated that the order
'would take effect form Monday
this week. *

Ayeni advised all registered
chainsaw operators to submit

their requisite papers of regis-
tration and applications for the
renewal of their licenses which
expired last year,

The Commissioner said the
renewal exercise would also put
the State government in a posi-

tion to know the exact number of
authentic operators of chainsaw
in the State.

Chief Ayeni said, by the new
directive it has now become an
offence for any chainsaw opera-
tor to splitwood in any approved

ZIJM A Students Association, clearing refuse at their end ofyear outing in Gauraka, Tafa LG, Niger

Library loses material worth N6Om

to inferno

THE Kebbi State owned
Adamu Augie College of Edu-
cation located in Argungu,has
lost library materials worth
N60.1million to inferno.

The chairman of the Gov-
erning Board, Prof. Usman
Abubakar,told the acting Gov-
ernor Alhaji Aliyu, in Birnin
Kebbi that the lack ofa library
had affected academic progress
in the institution.

He said the urgent sup-

port of the state government,
individuals and corporations
was required to assist the col-
lege own a modern library that
would enhance attainment of
academic standards.

He said the,board had pro-
posed for an appeal fund to
enable the institution generate
resources and materials to reha-
bilitate and furnish a library
structure.

The acting governor, Alhaji

Ibrahim Aliyu, commended the
board for sustaining academic
and administrative activities in
spite of the hardship faced by
the institution.

He said the proposal for an
appeal would be studied and
gave an assurance that the
institution would be accorded
assistance, especially as the
present regime was interested
in raising the standard ofedu-
cation.

France to rethink carbon tax plan

A new carbon tax that was sup-
posed to go into effect in France
at New Year has been struck
down, delivering a blow to Presi-
dent Nicolas Sarkozy.

Frances Constitutional Coun-
cil, a legal compliance watchdog,
said there were too many exemp-

tions for polluters in the tax plan.

The body said 93% of indus-
trial emissions, other than fuel
use, would be exempt from the
tax.

The tax was set at 17 euros
(E15) per tonne ofemitted carbon
dioxide (C02).

Prime Minister Francois Fillon

has said the government will now
work on a new law taking account
ofthe legal ruling.

The tax was aimed at encour-
aging consumers to use less oil,
gas and coal. It would have meant
arise in the price of fuel for cars,
domestic heating and factories.

But it did not apply to the

heavy industries and power firms
included in the EU% emissions
trading scheme.

Most electricity in France -
excluded from the carbon tax s
nuclear-generated.

According to Frances Le
Monde newspaper, the tax would
have generated about 4.3bn euros

or unapproved locations in the
State.

The Commissioner also
warned that anybody caught
flouting the new directive on
chainsaw activities would be
penalized according to law.

Top 10 tips to
cut waste:

*Bake own bread

*Growyour own fruitand veg

«Compost vegetable peelings

*Buy only what is needed and
avoid non-recyclable or non-reus-
able packaging

*Take own bags to the super-
market.

*Avoid convenience food

*Re-use junk mail envelopes
or stop junk mail by e-mailing
optout@royalmail.com

*Use fruit punnets as seedling
-trays

*Turn cereal packaging into
sandwich bags

*Re-heat food leftovers or turn
them into new meals

Rainstorm
victims get Nbm
relief materials

i
From Mustafa Abubakar, llorin

VICTIMS of rainstorm disaster
in Asa local government area of
Rwara State have received relief
materials worth over N5million
from the Kwara State Government.

Materials distributed included
roofing sheets and nails to victims,
whose houses were destroyed by
rainstorm in the council area.

Speaking at the ceremony, the
State Governor, Dr. Abubakar
Bukola Saraki, expressed the deter-
mination of his government to
continue to be responsive to the
yearnings ofthe people ofthe State
promptiy.

Represented by his Special
Adviser on Emergency and Relief
Services, Alhaji Suleiman Kayode-
Yusufdisclosed that the state gov-
ernment had commenced sensi-
tization campaign across the state
to further enlighten the people on
possible causes of disaster with a
view to preventing incessant cases
ofnatural disasters in the state.

(£3.8bn) of revenue annually.
Commenting on the ruling,
French government spokes-
man Luc Chatel said “France has
shown that itisaleader in the fight
against climate change and it will
remain at the forefrontby present-
ing new legislationonzo Janua ”
BC
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Yankari Games Reserve for upgrading

THE Yankari Games Reserve in
Bauchi State isto be upgraded to an
international tourist resortthis year.

Mr. Steven Haruna, the officer
in charge ofthe reserve, made this
known to journalists on Friday in
Bauchi.

He said that the reserve had
received hundreds ofvisitors in the
last few days.

Haruna said that the visitors,
including foreigners, came to enjoy
the New Year holiday at the reserve
withtheir friends, spouses and chil-
dren.

Hundreds ofvisitors came to
Yankari Games Reserve to celebrate
the New Year.

"These visitors came from
within and outside the country

and the number of foreigners was
encouraging. Therefore, there is
the need to upgrade the status of
the reserve,” he said..

Haruna said that Kabo Air
Company brought the tourists to
the reserve, addingthat an executive
ofthe company, Alhaji Abdulkadir
Dan-Kabo, expressed satisfaction

Residents flee fires in western Australian

RESIDENTS in Western Aus-
tralias rural wheat belt have
beefi forced to flee their homes
as two out-of-control bush fires
with flames higher than rooftops
bore down on farms and prop-
erties.

Members of the NSW Rural
Fire Service battle a blaze on
Nutt Road in Londonderry outer
western suburbs of Sydney, Aus-
tralia

People in the Dandaragan
area north of Perth were told to
leave immediately as the fast-
moving blaze, fanned by “cata-

strophic” conditions in Western
Australia, showered embers.

A bushfire emergency warn-
ing was also issued for the dis-
trict of Toodyay.

Several roads were closed as
the fires showered embers close
to homes and communities.

“Homes will be impacted by
fire. People in this area need to
relocate now,” the state’s Fire and
Emergency Services Authority
(FESA) warned in a statement.

“The bushfire is moving fast
in a southeast direction. It is out
of control.

Embers are likely to be blown
around your home. Flames are
higher than rooftops,” it added.

More than 100 volunteer Fire
and Rescue Service and Bush
Fire Service firefighters were on
the scene as two waterbombers
worked to douse the towering
flames.

By 1pm on Tuesday flames
from one fire had burned
through 150 hectares.

Residents were told to leave
their homes, taking refuge in
recreational centres as two-
metre flames roared near homes.

with the reserves facilities and
noted that the tourists enjoyed
their stay.

He said that the Bauchi State
Government would upgrade the
reserves facilities so international
standards. He said that the patron-
age of foreign tourists would boost
the states economy, while facilitat-
ing fhe listing of the reserve as a

good tourist destination in Africa
and in the world in general.

Efforts to revamp the reserves
facilities and structures started dur-
ing the administration of former
Governor Ahmed Muazu.

The current administration
of Governor Isa Yuguda has com-
pleted some of the rehabilitation
projects. (NAN)

Post Copenhagen
talks for Bonn,

Mexico

By Nasir Imam

AFTER the debacle at Copenha-
gen, the world will be hoping that
global leaders can make up for lost
time this year.

Meanwhile the official UN
process will shuffle on. The UN
Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change (UNFCCC), that is
in charge oftalks, will meetin June
in Bonn and again in Novemberin
Mexico. It is hopedZXhat progress
will be made on the Copenhagen
Accord so that it can be made a
legal treaty.by the end of iheyear.

Already they are pushing for
another meeting of world lead-
ers to sort out the mess as soon
as possible. However he is dead
set against the UN process that
ended in such confusion lasttime.
Instead it is likely that high level
meetings, many behind closed
doors, will be held throughout the
yfear under the guise ofthe Major

X
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Economies Forum, G8 and other
groupings.

The key sticking point is over
how to reduce carbon emissions.
Developed countries will be
announcing how much they are
willing to reduce greenhouse gases
by 2020 at the end ofJanuary. The
EU is willing to increase its target
from 20 to 30 per cent by 2020 if
other rich nations like the US,
Japan and Australia also increase
ambition. This horse trading
will be a key part of strengthen-
ing world action against climate

Other points in the Copenha-
gen Accord that will take imme-
diate action include handing out
some of the $30 billion (t?24bn)
promised to poor nations by 2012
to help them reduced emissions
and adaptto climate change. Work
will also start on a scheme to save
the rainforests by paying poor
nations not to chop down trees.

.V.ic.~ckwe, Minister of Foreign Affairs

and representative of President Umaru Yar'Adua; Minister of
Environment, Mr.John Odey and Nigerian Ambassador to the
Nordic Countries, Dr. Boladei Godknows lgali, at plenary of
he last Climate Change Meeting in Copenhagen, Denmark

Plateau to replace equipment in water treatment plants

From Ahmed Mohammed, Jos ~

PLATEAU State Government
has reiterated its commitment to
improve on water supply in the
state as contained in the ten point
agenda of the administration of
Governor David Jonah Jang.

The State Commissioner for
Water Resources, Alhaji Ibrahim

Idi Waziri stated this while com-
menting on the ongoing reha-
bilitation work in the three water
treatments plants that supplied
water to the people ofthe state.
He said the construction firm
has orderedfor the manufacturing
of the equipments and they will
start arriving in to the country in
the next three months adding that"

“‘government want to replaced all
the old equipments it inherited
they are decay because they were
used for over thirty years without
replacement”

You would recalled that the
Plateau State Government had
awarded 2.2bn water projects for
the rehabilitations of water treat-
ment plants last year in its effort to

provide portable water to Jos and
environs last year.

In related development Pla-
teau State Water Board Work-
ers has suspended the industrial
action embarked upon by the
workersofthe union over neglect
of staff welfare. A

The Chairman of the union
comrade Butchet Ezekiel told

newsmen in Jos that th,ey sus-
pended the strike because of the
intervention by the Plateau state
Governor David Jonah Jang, “he
gave us his word and pledged to
look in to all our problems we
listened to him and we informed
the congress we had resumed
work for the development of the
state”.
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Briefs
Key health issues in 2009

IN 2009, the emergence of the nev. HiN linfluenza
virus saw the world brace itself for the fir>t influenza
pandemic since 1968. This was with the backdrop of
the global financial crisis thatcould negative;. :i, .pact-
spending on health.

Yet2009 also saw H1N 1vaccines becoming availa-
ble, global responses under wayto support developing
countries from the health effects ofthe financial crisis,
and global action for public health being recognized.

WHO and UNICEF launched new pirns to tackle
the two biggest child Killers - pneumonia and diar-
rhoea, and die number ot people receiving antiretro-
viral therapy in low- and middle-income countries
topped four million. Making hospitals s. r, in emer-
gencies, a new look at womens health, gbbai health
risks, and progress towards tacklingmalariaalso made
newsin 2009.

A Reuters report

Maryam Babangida: Gbemisola
asks FG to develop healthcare
ByOnimisiAlao

SENATOR Gbemisola Saraki has urged the Federal
Government to develop effective health care services
againstcancerand other terminal diseases as a wayof
immortalizing Nigeria’ former First Lady, Maryam
Babangida who died of cancer of the ovaries penul-
timate Sunday.

“For us as a people to show that we loved Mrs
Babangidathe Federal Governmentshould, asa mat-
ter of urgency, make the treatment for cancer and
other terminal diseases readily available,” Gmemisola
who represents the Kwara Central Senatorial District
in the Senate said in a statement

Maryam Babangida who reigned as First Lady

the country as military President between 1985 and
1993 died on December 27,20te in a hospital in the
United States.

Gbemisola emphasised that there was an urgent
need for Nigeria to develop programmes aimed at
providing world class treatment for terminal ill-
nesses, especially cancer.

The late Maryam Babangida directed h<xstrength
towards women empowermentthrough her Better
Life for Rural Women programme throughout the
eight years that she was the First Lady.

Gbemisola said the contributions of the former
First Lady to the socio-economic growth of the

ountry was immeasurable as hiillions of women
in the grassroots became econotmcoiiv e ;>t->vvered
through her activities.

Sheadded, “Mrs. Maryam Babangida id iotfor
the country, showing that everyone, mincludu®.g vivvs
of public ofucers, should have a - j-e 0* 1- to be
their sisterskeeper... We can pay herno greater trib-
ute than to collectively fightcancer in our societvon
herbehalf”

Health workers asked t©
justify cost Of healthcare

From Mustafa Abubakar, llorin

KWARA State Commissioner for Health. Alhaji Ladi
Hassan, has charged health personnel in the state to
redouble their efforts in justifying governmentshuge
investment in the health sector.

The Commissioner who stated this m a chat with
Newsmen m his office, said that this year government
would do all within it to make life meaningful for
the people.

He pledged doorstep health care delivery for the
citizenry and said hospitals would be renovated and
provided with state-of-the-art equipment tor the ben-
efit of the people.

He added, “Government has promised to spend
heavily in the health sector and this spending will
coverboth personnel aswell asphysical rehabilitation
ofmostofour hospitals. We will equip the .hospitals

URBANIZATION in Sub-Saharan
Africa, the least urbanized region in
the world, is linked to poverty. Globally,
nearly one billion people live in slums,
and this number is projected to double
to two billion in the next 30 years. In
sub-Saharan Africa, 71.8% of urban
dwellers live in slums, the highest'pro-
portion in the world.

Overthe coming decades, the effects of
climate change will also be progressively
felt across the African continent. Climate
change and urbanization will interact
with unpredictable effects. The Fourth
Assessment Report of the Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change stated
that "urbanization and climate change
may work synergistically to increase dis-
ease burdens.

Asignificantshare ofillhealth in slums
stems from poor access to sanitation and
clean drinking water. In 2000,30-50% of
African urban dwellers lacked a safewater
supply. Even where it is available, access
to safe water is often unaffordable for the
urban poor. Slum dwellers in cities in east
Africa pay 5-7 times more for a litre of
water than the average North American.

Across Africa, 45% ofthe urban popu-
lation lacked access to improved sanita-
tion in 2000. In eastern Africa in 2006,
open defecation was the only sanitation
practice available to 33% of the popula-
tion.1 This contributes to the contami-
nation ofwater and land within cities as
well asto many ofthe waterborne diseases
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Slums, climate change &human
health in sub-Saharan Africa

prevalentin slums.

Flooded areas and ditches, latrines
and septic tanks are key reservoirs that
perpetuate cholera, malaria, dengue and
yellow fever in urban areas. Infectious
disease outbreaks are also precipitated
by the high population density found in
these areas, with overcrowding triggering
epidemic-prone infections like pertussis
and influenza.

Children bear a disproportionate bur-
den of disease in slums. In Ethiopia and
the Niger, rates of child malnutrition in
both urban slums and rural areas are

around 40%. Immunization coverage in
slums in the Niger is 35% compared with
86% in non-slum urban areas. In Nairobi,
where 60% of the citys population livein
slums, child mortality in the slums is 2.5
times greater than in other areas of the
city. Droughts are associated with a lack
ofaccess to water supplies for consump-
tion and sanitation, as well as with poor
agricultural productivity. Water scarcity
will increase for both urban and rural
populations in Africa over the next cen-
tury. Climate change is expected to bring
more frequentand longer droughtstothe
region. Drought in rural areas may be a
major trigger for in-migration to urban
areas, further stressing urban infrastruc-
ture. Falling agricultural productivity in
the region could place increased strain on
local food markets, thus increasing rates
of malnutrition in slums.

Urban outdoor pollution in Africa is
responsible for an estimated 49,000 pre-
mature deaths annually. Slums are often
located near factories and busy roadways
thus rendering their inhabitants vulner-
able to a high burden ofrespiratory dis-
ease. Exposure to elevated concentrations
ofozone isassociated with increased hos-
pital admissions for pneumonia, chronic
obstructivepulmonary disease, asthmaas
well aswith premature mortality. Assum-
mer temperatures rise, the concentration
of ground-level ozone is increasing in
most regions ofthe world.

Courtesy of WHO website

National Health Insurance: Frequently asked questions

The following are some of the questions
people frequently ask about the na-
tional health insurance programme and
answers provided by the government
agency implementing the programme,
the National Health Insurance Scheme
(NHIS).

WHAT is National Health Insurance
Schemer

National Health Insurance Scheme
is a corporate body established under
Act 35 of 1999 by the Federal Govern-
ment of Nigeria to improve the health
ofall Nigerians at an affordable cost.

What is Social Health Insurance?

Social health insurance is a social
security system that guarantees the
provision ofa Benefit package ofhealth
care services paid from funds created
by pooling the contributions of par-
ticipants.

What is Formal Sector Health
Insurance Programme?

Itis the social health insurance pro-
gramme for employees of the Public
and organized private sector employ-
ing ten (10) or more persons. How-
ever, extra dependants can be covered
by payment ofadditional contribution.

Of what advantage is the pro-
gramme to me?

Beneficiaries do not need cash to
access treatment when required. Thus
problem of converting assets to cash

NHIS Executive Secretary Dr Waziri Dogo-Muhammad

especially in catastrophic illnesses can
be avoided. Furthermore, the benefit
package is among the most Compre-
hensive in the world

How many members of my family
are covered by my contribution?

Contributor, spouse and four bio-
logical children under 18 years of age.
However, extra dependant can be cov-
ered by payment of additional contri-
bution.

Would a beneficiary continue to
access service after retirement?

NHIS has differentprogrammes tar-
geted at various groups such as rural
community, Urban self-employed, and
the voluntary contributors in which
retirees can participate.

How does a beneficiary who falls
ill outside his/her station get treated?

Such a beneficiary can access care
from any NHIS accredited provider

in the location, who would later be
reimbursed by the HMO covering the
beneficiarys organization

If I am living apart from my fam-
ily how would 1 and my family access
health care?

There is provision on th.e NHIS reg-
istration form for alternate primary
provider in the case of participants that
live apart from their families.

Isthere alimit to the medical bills
that NHIS will pay?

No limit, as long as the care is within
the provision ofthe benefit package.

Are illnesses like HIV/AIDS cov-
ered under the programme?

No Associated opportunistic ill-
nesses/diseases like diarrhea, tuber-
culosis etc are included in the benefit
package. However, National  Action
Committee for AIDS (NACA) is han-
dling supply of antiretroviral drugs.
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By Nasir Imam

NO fewer than 500 destitute arrested on
the streets of Abuja were at the weekend
repatriated by the Federal Capital Territory
(FCT) Ministerial Task force setup to clean
the city of destitute and miscreants.
During one of the taskforce mop-up
exercises carried out on January land led
by the FCT Secretaryfor Social Develop-
ment Secretariat, Barrister Habiba Sani
Kalgo, members of the taskforce went
through streets m the city centre to pick
up the destitute who they claimed have

constituted themselves into nuisances in
the city.

The social deyelopment secretary
accused the destitute of ignoring FCT
laws and also said they were violent in
some cases and resisted efforts by the FCT
Administration to stop them from engag-
ing in their unwholesome activities, which
she remarked were detrimental to the envi-
ronmental master plan of the capital city.

She said FCT Administration will do
everything possible to rid the city of social
miscreants, so that a befitting city is created,
where everyone can goes about their lawful
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FCTA repatriates 500 beggars

activities without fear ofbeing molested.

Barrister Kalgo hinted further that the
administration through the social develop-
ment secretariat has been making efforts
towards addressing the problem ofthe less
privileged in the FCT, adding that the sec-
retariat has already gone into partnership
with the National Directorate of Employ-
ment (NDE) to train vulnerable groups in
the FCT in skills acquisition.

She recalled that in 2009, the secre-
tariat trained and gave out microcredit
and other assistances to the vulnerable
groups, of which more of such pro-

grammes have been packaged this year.

The Secretary however enjoined those
interested in benefitting from the facilities
to join any recognised cooperative society
in the city.

Our reporter learnt that the mop-up
exercise carried out by the joint taskforce
is in line with the ministerial directive to
clear the city of beggars, hawkers, praise
singers and other miscreants.

The taskforce ismade up of officials from
the social development secretariat, police,
the Abuja Environmental Protection Board
(AEPB) and VIO.
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FCT Chairman of the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) Alhaji Alhassan Gwagwa, addressing new converts of the party at Atako

village Saturday.

3,000 ANPP members decamp to PDP at Kuje

By Abubakar Sadiq Isah

ABOUT 3000 card carrying mem-
bers of the All Nigeria Peoples
Party (ANPP) with theij execu-
tives from Atako, Zokutu, Kulo
and Toton-Gabiya communities
in Kuje, Saturday decamped to the
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP)
in the council area.

Among those that decamped
were the ANPP former councillor,
ward chairmen/secretary; ward
youth leader, women leader and
the public relations officer.

Addressing the new party

mbers at Atako village, FCT

>P Chairman, Alhaji Alhassan

Gwagwa, commended them for
joining the PDP, noting that the
party has been providing demo-
cratic dividends to people from
the grassroots.

He said those that decamped
were not enticed by money but
through the effort of the Chair-
man of Kuje, Mr Danladi Etsu
Zhin, whom he added has pro-
vided meaningful social/infra-
structural developments across
the entire council, in line with the
PDP manifesto.

He urged the new members
to be committed at all times as
well as to offer advice where
necessary, SOthatthe party will

continue to wax stronger.

The chairman also warned the
new members not to engage in
anti-party activities.

Speaking on behalfofthe new
party members, Malam Aliyu
Hussaini Atako, said they decided
to pitch tents with the PDP because
of the developmental works car-
ried out by the council chairman,
in providing schools, bore-holes,
health centres, road construction
and youth/woman empowerment.

“In fact we must confess that
the council chairman has done a
lot for our communities without
any tribal or religious sentiments,
despite the feet that we did not

vote him in 2007,” he stated.

Malam Atako recalled that it
was during Zhins administration
that village heads were given pri-
ority attention, in the history of
Kuje” he said.

Reacting, Kuje Council Chair-
man, Danladi Etsu Zhin, prom-
ised to provide more dividends
of democracy to the people ef the
council if re-elected for a second
term.

Highlights ofthe occasion were
the launching of a vest by Atake"
youths as well as the commission -
ing of the chairmans campaign
office at. Kulo, which was donated
by the community’syouth

Security:
Kuje
chairman
lauds police,
civil defense

By Abubakar Sadiq Isah

THE Chairman of Kuje Area
Council, Mr Danladi Etsu
Zhin, Saturday commended
men and officers of the Nige-
rian Police Force, and Nigeria
Security and Civil Defense
Corps at Rubochi division for
discharging their duties effec-
tively to the public.

Zhin made the commenda-
tion while addressing police
officers during a courtesy visit
he paid to the Divisional Police
Officer (DPO) of Rubochi sta-
tion, Mr. Polycarp Adamaniya.

He noted that Rubochi
town and its neighbouring vil-
lages have not witnessed crim-
inal cases or civil unrest in the
area, adding that the collabo-
rative efforts ofthe, police and
civil defense corps in checking
crime have no doubt contin-
ued to enhance the security of
lives and property ofresidents
of Rubochi and its environs.

The council boss urged the
police officers not to relent on
their efforts in discharging
their duties and he directed
the police to deal decisively
with any person that causes
trouble, irrespective of the
political party the person
belongs.

Responding, the Rubo-
chi DPO, Mr. Polycarp Ada-
maniya, commended the
council boss for taking his
time to interact with police-
men.

He noted that the council
boss was the only chairman
that has ever paid avisit to the
station since he was posted to
the station as divisional police
officer few years ago! <
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Residents
lament
power
outages at
Mararaba,
Karu

By Abubakar Yakubu & Abbas
Jimoh

RESIDENTS of Karu site
in Abujct and from Mara-
raba to New Nyanya in
Nasarawa State yesterday
lamented the perennial
power outages in their
communities.

In places like Agwan
Jumah, ECWA Church
area, Battalion three and
around Major Guest Inn
up to some areas in New
Nyanya, residents had not
seen electricity since Sep-
tember 2009.

One of the residents
said officials of the Power
Holding Company of
Nigeria (PHCN) told
them that they were to
get their electricity supply
from Keffi axis, which has
not being actualised.

He said the PHCN offi-
cials accused vandals of
removing alternators in
transformers that caused
the long period of black-
outs.

At Karu site, officials of
the National Intelligence
Agency (NIA), State Secu-
rity Services (SSS) and
the Economic and Finan-
cial Crimes Commission
(EFCC) recently criticised
the shedding formula
adopted by PHCN in the
area to give electricity to
residents of Federal Hous-
ing Phase 1

“They normally give us
two days on and one day
off, which in most cases
are not static as during the
time we are to have elec-
tricity they take it for long
hours before bringing it,”
an NIA official said.

He said most apart-
ments in the NIA Estate
have no meter, while the
agency does not relent in
paying bulk amounts for
electricity bills monthly.
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Butchers may
resume work today

By Abubakar Yakubu & Lami Sadiq

BUTCHERS at Nyanya yesterday
said,they may resume work today
because of the resolution reached
between their association leaders
and officials of the FCT Admin-
istration over levies to be paid for
slaughtering animals.

The butchers had decided to
down tools when each of them
was charged N850 instead ofN220
previously charged for slaughter-
ing cows, while those that butcher
goats were asked to pay N250
rather than N60 charged.

Meat sellers stopped busi-
ness in markets within the FCT,
which made residents depend

more on fish or chicken meat.

A butcher, Mr Emmanuel, said
they were briefed by union officials
that an agreeable levy fee has been
reached between their association
and the FCT Administration.

He said most butchers are pre-
paring to return to business today
and hoped customers will under-
stand their absence.

In another development, the
Butchers Association of Abuja
has asked the FCT Administra-
tion to provide standard abattoirs
with basic facilities and amenities
as provided in sonje major cities
around the country ifit insists on
increasing livestock tariff.

Speaking on behalf of the asso-

ciation, Chukwuma-Chukwu Ume
& Co. Law Firm explained that
abattoirs in cities like Lagos, Kano,
Ibadah, and Onitsha, which the FCT
Administration cited as parameters
for the increase in tariff, have basic
facilities to enhance work.

“They have free transportation
system, whereby meat from the
abattoirs are carried to market out-
lets as well as free water for clean-
ness of the abattoirs and provision
ofcold rooms.

He said various state govern-
ments have built modern abattoirs
as well as share the revenue col-
lected from the tariffs on a reason-
able percentage with the butchers’
association.
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The association implored the
FCT minister to shelve the pay-
ment of the new tariffin the inter-
est ofjustice and equity.

“We hereb' 'nplore the FCT
Administration *o shelve the pay-
ment ofthe new tariffascommence-
ment of it will adversely jeopardize
the interest of our clients and will
notbe inthe interest oftheirnumer-
ous customers,” the lawyer stated

Earlier, the office of the FCT
minister had sent a letter to the
abattoir managers approving the
new tariff rates, which it said will
take effect from 1st January 2010
and was in line with its vision of
accelerating and improving its rev-
enue base.

Salesman remanded over misappropriation of money

By Romoke W. Ahmad & Usman Bello

A salesman/ driver with Uche Invest-
ment Karu, was recently arraigned
before an Abuja Area Court for alleg-
edly misappropriating goods entrusted
to him by the company.

The accused, Fredrick Salifu of Phase
1 Jikwoyi, committed the offence that
was later discovered by the owner ofthe

company, Uche Alagboso during stock
taking in the store.

Prosecutor Francis Udofia told the
court that on December 8, 2009, one
Uche Alagboso reported to the police
that on February 9, 2009, during the
company’s weekly routine checking, it
was discovered that the accused dis-
honestly misappropriated the sum of
'mN'57,980. ii... m otiv.l

ir, Nibw :c'l

He said the accused also misappropri-
ated 87 crates of different brands ofbeer
valued at N69, 600, which he could not
account for when queried.

“During police investigation, the
accused confessed to the crime that is
contrary to Section 30& of the Penal
Code Law,” the prosecutor stated.

When the charge.was read to the accused,,
he pleaded not guilty/and asked for bail,

which was objected to by the prosecutor.

The prosecutor argued in court that
the offence is not ordinarily bailable,
while the accused does not have a veri-
fiable address nor a reliable surety who
can stand for him.

Judge Garba Salisu remanded the
accused in prison custodyand adjourned
the .case to January 29, 2010 for furthe
hearing, fis*kc"/ «
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FCT Fadama sensitizes groups in Abuja

By Abubakar Sadiq Isah

THE FCT Fadama in collabora-
tionwith the Agricultural Devel-
opment Programme (ADP) has
embarked on sensitization exer-
cises to Fadama User Groups
(FUGS) in various communities
across the six area councils.

The sensitization workshop,
which was held at Yaba /Abaji
on Thursday, saw participants
that included village extension
agents, subject matter specialist,
projects facilitators and officials
ofFadama Community Associa-
tions (FCAS) in attendance.

Fadama Ill Project Coordi-

nator, Alhaji Abdullahi Danladi
Salisu, informed the participants
that ‘Component IV’under Fad-
ama/ADP ismeantto strengthen
the capabilities ofadvisory serv-
ice providers in order forthem to
deliver adequate and timely advi-
sory extension services needed
by Fadama users, through the
provision oftechnical assistance.

According to him, the objec-
tives of ‘Component IV’ is to'
encourage sponsored research
activities in the development
of technical proposals/recom-
mendation along agricultural
value chain, and train facilita-
tors as well as extension agents

to foster Fadama Community
Associations (FCAs) and groups
demand for advisory services.

This he added will encourage
extension agentsto conduct farm
demonstrations, noting that the
sensitization of Component IV
stakeholders is to fast track the
implementation of Fadama 11l
in the FCT, and in identifying
extension activities demanded
by Fadama user groups.

He explained further that
under the implementation of
adaptive technology develop-
ment and transfer support,
extension agents and facilitators
receive and categorize needs of

Fadama users during the pro-
duction/cropping cycle, while
technical budget are placed in
proper details for inputs, field
recording keeping among oth-
ers.

The project coordinator urged
participants to monitor services
being provided and access qual-
ity/quantity of works done.

He said certificate of satis-
factory completion or unsat-
isfactory performance will be
issued by the technical monitor-
ing team, while payment will be
made only on the presentation
of certificate of satisfactory per-
formance.
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Ex-cOtincil boss advocates zoning of chairmanship post

I ship aspirant, who lost out to the
-By Abubakar sadiq Isah -incumbent council boss, Alhaji
Mohammed Inuwa Ashafa, said
there is the need for party lead-
ers, stake-holders and executives
to seat on a round table in order
to deliberate on how to share
key political positions, like that
of supervisory councilors and
special advisers among the PDP
aspirants.
Speaking atthe meeting, Alhaji
Halidu Usman, a former Vice-
Chairman of the ANPP FCT

The ex-council boss, who was  trol seven wards, adding that
elected under the platform ofthe - Abaji main town also controlsthe
AllNigeria Peoples Party (ANPP)  highest numbers ofvotes during
between 2004 to 2007, before election proper, despite the three
decamping to the PDP in October ~ wards it controls.
last year, suggested that zoning of “As | and my supporters have
the chairmanship position will ~ already pitch tent with the PDP,
enhance lasting peace, progress ~ We dont want to engage in anti-
and the councils development.  party activities and | am suggest-
He said Abaji Rural Develop-  ingthatAbaji chairmanship posi-
ment Areas (ARADA) normally  tion should have a zoning system
win the chairmanship primary for lasting peace in the council,”
elections due to their high num-  he suggested.
bers of delegates since they con- Also, one ofthe PDP chairman-

chapter, who also decamped to
PDP, advised that there isthe need
to zone the FCT PDP chairman-
ship to Abaji, so that every eligible
person can contest, rather than
leaving it within AMAC only.
Responding on behalf of
the reconciliation team, Alhaji
Hamza Liman, expressed happi-
ness with observation raised by
the ex-council bosses and mem-
bers ofthe PDP and promised to
present the issues before the FCT
minister for deliberations.

THE former Chairman of Abaji
Area Council, Alhaji Muhammad
Angulu Loko, has advocated for
the zoning of the council’s chair-
manship position between people
of Abaji Rural Development Area
(ARADA), and Abaji main town.

Alhaji Loko made the observa-
tion Thursday at a reconciliation
meeting organized by a seven-
man Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) team at Abaji.

NATIONAL HOSPITAL, ABUJA
(The Presidency)

SCHOOL OF RADIOTHERAPY RADIOGRAPHERS

THE PRESIDENCY
INTERNAL/EXTERNAL ADVERTISEMENT FOR RECRUITMENT

PANEL OF INVESTIGATION INTO THE JOS CRISIS OF NOVEMBER,2008

Office of the Secretary to the government of the Federation
(Hot 22,Merit House,J.T.Aguiyi Xronsi Street,Mcitama-Abuja

RESUMPTION OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

This is to inform the General Public that the Presidential Panel of
Investigation into Jos Crisis of November 2008(wiil resume Public
Sitting at the National Institute for Policy and Strategic Studies (NIPSS),
Kuru, on Monday, January 11,2010.

ADMISSION TO POST GRADUATE/DIPLOMA PROGRAMME 2010

Preamble: The National Hospital, Abuja in collaboration with the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) Austria with approval of Federal Ministry of Health has established a Post-
graduate Diploma programme specifically designed for Diagnostic Radiographers in
Radiotherapy Radiography (Technology). The School is affiliated to (he University of Abuja
under its Continuous Professional Development programme and has been approved by the
Radiographers Registration Board of Nigeria.

Applications are hereby invited from suitably qualified candidates for admission into
Postgraduate Diploma Programme leading to the award of Postgraduate Diploma in
Radiotherapy.

On resumption, the Panel is expected to receive oral submissions from
various interest groups, including but not limited to the following
categories of respondents;

A Admission Requirements
The Postgradui :e Diploma programme is designed for Diagnostic Radiographers m
Radiotherapy Radiography Technology- and it is open to:
i. Candidates possessing B.Sc in Radiotherapy Technology, Diploma ofthe Society
of Radiographers (DSR) or Certificate of Membership of Radiographers or

approved equipment professional qualifications from a recognized institution. > Plateau State Government
ii.  Candidates are also required to submit their transcripts along with their > Public institutions
_ applications. ) ) L > Jos North Communities
iii.  Prospective students should be on paid employment as diagnostic radiographers . .
from their parent institutions. > Humanitarian Organizations
B. Duration of Course > Political Parties
The course which commences on 15th March, 2010 is a full-time non-residential > Socio-cul 10 L
programme, spread over 15 months; that is, 12 monte practical on-hand training in ocio-Cultural Organizations
National Hospital, Abuja and 3 moriths academics exercise in the University of Abuja > Private Entrepreneurs
respectively. - > Religious Organizations
C. Course Contents/Facilities o
The following programmes/facilities are contained in the core curriculum but not > Individuals

limited to Education and use of Linear Accelerator, Simulator, Treatment Planning
Systems, Mould Room, Access to CT and MR! scanning and other Imaging and
Computer facilities, Appropriate Dorsimetry and Patient Treatment aids, Radiation
Protection Equipment and Services, Equipment for Intra-cavitary Brachitherapy Unit
and superficial X-ray Unit Skin Tumours, etc.

D. Method of Application
Application .forms are obtained on payment of a non-refundable fee of Ten Thousand
Naira (N10,000) only in Bank draft made payable to National Hospital, Abuja and
drawn on USA overhead account number 01320040000024

Members of the Public who wish to attend the Public Hearings are
hereby reminded to report to the Secretariatat NIPSS at least one hour
before commencement of proceedings, each day.Similarly, accredited
respondents and journalists are hereby reminded to come along with
their identification cards.

COMMENCEMENT TIME
VENUE:

10.00 a.m.daily

Unity Hall,NIPSS,Kuru
E. Completed Application Forms with relevant enclosure should be returned to:

The Chief Medical Director/CEO
National Hospital. Abuja
P.M.B. 425
Garki - Abuja

Secretary
Announcer
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return to ANPP?

respondentanalyses the situation in Jigawa State.
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RUMOURS over alleged plan by the immediate past Gov-

returnf ifT SenatOr [brahim Saminu Turaki to
™ (Q hls former Party, the All Nigeria Peoples Partv

al
(ANPP) is growing in Jigawa State

ofthe ANPPR"N WS 0ng‘na% 3C arrying member

1979102M ?onthTiel f tedak8°vernorof:TigawaStatein
° f T theP,atform of ANPP before heabandoned

the party for the PDP toward the end ofhis second tenure
nm fs J ust rehabIP/ 8athered that the former governor
now Senator, was influenced by former President Dinc”’
gunropasaMO to quit ANPP for PDP i u m
qH%&gé ¢/d that Turaki Rad agreed ?0“ ﬁsﬁ%nﬁﬁf’c’an
supported the candidature ofSule Lamido in the hope that
his administration would not be probed.

he leftnffV CT' 6 Ondentkarnt thatin 2007’ shortly after
tsta retur

Eg QNBB Qgtause &nit{@u\r’é*f&%nms%‘?;‘% %té?vr\? en him an
Governor Lamido had broken down. Turaki was said to
have summoned one ofhis political associates, who is also a
strong pillarin the presentadministration to Burkina Faso
and directed him to-inform all his (Turaki) political allies
to prepare ajourney back to ANPP. meal allies
Butinstead of conveying the massage, the aide in aues
tion was said to have leaked the message to Governor Sule
Lamido, who in turn took the matter to former President
Obasanjo. Though the former President w S £
reconciled them, the relationship between to two men kept

£32 7?7 "“oaan *f££3 $
" recent Political activities do not seem to sug-
gest that the two men will work as ateam in 2011 Senator
Turakihad recently held ameeting with his political associ
ates cutting across members of ANPP and PDP in hishome
town Kazaure. Political issues related to hie ax,n,,

insider.

tPIIThl S°UCu Said <ceventhough he did not categorically
tell us his ambition, from all indications the former gov

K d pbazmr 8T f forl jOUrneybackt0 ANPR”

rSs *JSSE#£9gZ ng Stz tt

Also, Turaki’ refusal to attend PDP or state government
functions since he left office has heightened speculationTn
many quarters that he is certainlvuLomfonablew ht*
party and may be headed back to hisS ~ p ~ *¢

anANPPstT18 'r 6'ssue’Alhaji Nasiru Garba Dantiye

18 BBB M thd runip BWHe D dibatbHEakis dedestion

cover up the sins he committed as governor.
tn m enator Jorahm Saminu Turaki decamped to PDP just
told ner/Wr Pe°Htical blunders® Dantiye said He iso
t0|g Daily Trust that even tHough he haé %een told about
Turakis plan to return to ANPP, the former governor has
not confronted ANPP5 stakeholders with the Sue vet
Asked whether the former governor w3l be accepted
back into the party, Dantiye said “if he follows the right
channel jn his journey back to ANPP, we will accept hhn
warmly because in ANPP we believe in true demC* f'c ™

— "~ ehoweverassured that any attempt by the former gov-

M AW

SENATOR Ibrahim Saminu Turaki

Speaking to the Daily Trust over the matter the actine

s»®™Sat p N ssrud'iokn

returnto ANPPh r,, T ¢/~ 2 X r mer“
Kirikasamma, who is also the partys state secrete

Io

reA™  ANPp'thAparty*™wdcSne”rim”?

anything progress. Turakis coming back will be a pluTtn

ported plans to return to the ANPP. He said it is too earlv
to start commenting on the issue
“We are approaching 2010 local government election-
only focus on the IocS™"”
S0 lhe time comes for comment, 1 will do
o. But for now, we should concentrate on the local govern

tIwni 1leamt that’ the SIEC has flxed February
forthe «<metoc le f

2010 f
said Turaki.6

thevshouldT htO tdl 'u6 peOple of JiSawa State what
SiLtivs 5C Sethey have been following politi-

£S 3 y Mlin he bea pesfflo” *>w

1uw A

From HirJoseph, Lafia

THE leading opposition
member of the Nasarawa
State House of Assembly
(NSHA), Innocent Lagi has
thrown a challenge to Gov-
ernor Aliyu Akwe Doma
for the governorship seatin
2011, saying he will wrestle
power from the older poli-
tician whom he accused of
running the state like aper-
sonal estate.

Labour Partys Inno-
cent Lagi who spoke to
newsmen about his inten-
tion at the weekend did so
to coincide with Governor
Domas presentation of the
2010 budget. The only open
challenge against Doma so
far came at a time when
various segments of the
population including tra-
ditional rulers have given a
blanket endorsement to the
governor to run for a sec-
ond term.

Lagi who represents
Wamba Constituency said
he has concluded consul-

k I tov Doma gets challengerBhead 2011
]

tations towards the race
and is hopeful of mass
support from the people
because they have not ben-
efited from the government
which is being run like a
family business.

According to him Feb-
ruary 2010 has been slated
for his formal declaration
for the race that is expected
to change 2011 politics in
the state.

The lawmaker prom-
ised that he will run an
all inclusive government
to reflect all strata and
segments of the society,
noting particularly that
‘neglected’youths will have
a good representation in
his government.

“My aspiration is to
lead a people oriented
government where the civil
service will be empowered
to bring about result and
youths given a chance”, he
said, adding that “there
will be no going back on
this because | am the peo-
ples choice”

'Yobe DPP chairmen not for PDP'

Bu Abdulmutallib A. Abubakar

YOBE State chapter of
Democratic Peoples Party
(DPP) yesterday refuted
a media report credited
to the Minister of State
for Foreign Affairs Alhaji
Jibrin Maigari that its
gubernatorial candidate in
2007, Alhaji Hassan Jawi
.alongside 17 local govern-
ment party chairmen have
decamped to the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP).

DPP’SNational Vice Chair-
man (North East) Alhaji
Abdullahi Bida said the
report was a figment ofthe
imagination ofthe minister,

a desperate politician who
is looking for relevance in
the political equation of
Yobe State’

ALHAJI Bida said that DPP
leadership is aware that the
former governorship can-
didate had announced his
defection to the PDP but
none ofthe 17local govern-
ment chairmen ofthe party
went with him.

HE also challenged the
minister to tell the world
the names of the local
chairmen that decamped to
the PDP ifhe was not just
misinforming the public
in order to create political
tension.

Plateau DPP vows to continue
case after death of candidate

ByJntta. Agta**,

ftop fe

THE Demotic

ntogandtheca”hasbeenat

£i? 7~ 3 rtUnflF* inBS
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was the DPP candidate for
Langtang South state constitu-
ngedthe

S X dX talT 1P°flt

onaccountofthenonindusion
in & to'T 0 ~

ment in his favour in 2007,
whert the tribunal annulled
the election returning Ram-
nap and ordered fresh polls.
But Ramnap challenged the

G** ci,ina
-i1AsO

Useni said he t
understand why an appeal
would drag fori long the
courtadding thatthe DPP will

appealedto the courtto hasten
i

WREA the parly needled him
most but the party will not let

him downasitwould continue
with the case till the cause of

justiceisserved



150

Insice Politic

2009:Year of supremacy tussle in N/Assembly

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar

ATIONAL Assembly

N began the year 2009 on a

crisis note and ended it in

like manner as the two chambers
engaged in the fight for supremacy
for most part ofthe year.While the
Constitution recognizes the Presi-
dent of the Senate as the presid-
ing officer in a joint sitting of the
legislature with the Speaker ofthe
House of Representatives as dep-
uty, the docum ent silent on the

overall hierarchy of members of.

the two chambers. So while sena-
tors prefer to 'regarded as senior
partners, owing to the size oftheir
constituency and the legislative
business, members of the House
insist that the Constitution places
all lawmakers at par irrespective
of other conventional respects
accorded senators. And the crisis
lingers on.

The year was welcomed with
the faceoff that has now come to
define the relationship between
the two chambers. On January 15,
2009, a supremacy feud ensued
between senators and members
of the House of Representatives
in the defunct National Assem-
bly Joint Committee on Consti-
tution Review (JCCR). The event
was a two-day retreat organized
in Minna, Niger State, for the 88
members of the JCCR to fashion
out modalities of carrying out
the constitution review exercise.
Shortly before the commence-
ment ofthe opening session, a dis-
cord ensued between representa-
tives and senators over issues that
many observers described as triv-
ial, especially in the case ofsuch an
assignment that should ordinarily
draw out some level of patriotism.

s the venue got set for the
Aevent, members of the
House of Representatives

began to protest the designation
addressed to the Deputy Speaker
on the events’program. To most
people, such an issue would be
trivial as to cause disaffection
amongst responsible lawmak-
ers, but representatives insisted
that the Deputy Speaker, Alhaji
Usman Bayero Nafada is a co-
chairman of the JCCR and not a
vice chairman as he was referred
to on the program of event. They
later dumped the Minna retreat
on account ofthis dispute.

After the much tantrums over
what some described as ‘childish-
ness’on the part ofthe lawmakers,
the Constitution review exercise
suffered a major setback lead-
ing to the collapse of the JCCR.
Each ofthe arms of the National
Assembly resolved to conduct the
exercise independently. Pursuant
to that resolution, each cham-
ber has now completed the cru-
cial stages of collating the views
of stakeholders on the various
issues slated for amendments in
the Constitution and is at the stage
of drafting its report.

Shortly after the Constitution
review impasse between the two
chambers, the Senate engaged in

another duel with former Minis-
ter ofthe Federal Capital Territory
(FCT), Malam Nasir Ahmed EI-
Rufai. The former minister had
running battles with the Senate
during his time in office. And so,
his probe by the Senator Sodangi
led panel did not surprise many
observers. After several days of
investigation, Senate adopted
the controversial report of its
panel which indicted el-Rufai.
The panel found Malam el-Rufai
guilty of fraud, abuse of power
and abuse of court order during
his time as minister. The Sen-
ate directed the Economic and
Financial Crimes Commission
(EFCC) and the Independent
Corrupt Practices and Related
Offences Commission (ICPC) to
investigate the former minister
“For economic crimes and abuse
of office in revoking and re-allo-
cating lands to his wives and fam-
ily members even when the lands
were on sewer line.”

he EFCC has already
declared Malam El-Rufai
wanted over N32 billion
proceed from sale of government
houses in Abuja which he was
alleged not to have account for. In
the same vein, Senate has ordered
its Committee on FCT to conduct
thorough investigation in order
to ascertain the total amount
collected by EI-Rufai from agen-
cies under him which he is yet to
account for. The former minister
in turn sued the Senate, accusing
it of preparing a premeditated
report aimed at hanging him.
But before the EFCC could
catch up with el-Rufai, the com-
mission had descended on some
members of the National Assem-
bly over alleged embezzlement of
public funds. Senator Nicholas
Yahaya John Ugbane (PDP Kogi
East) and Rep. Ndudi Elumelu

were charged to court by the
EFCC over alleged N53 billion
fraud at the Rural Electrification
Agency. The arrest and arraign-
ment ofthe lawmakers portrayed
the National Assembly as a hub
for corrupt politicians. In fact
several other senators and some
members of the House are facing
charges of corruption brought up
by anti-graft agencies in the coun-
try. Senator Ugbane and Elumelu
spent days in detention before
being granted bails.

ny little achievement
Athat would have been
recorded by the National

Assembly in 2009 was eroded
by the supremacy tussle and bad
blood running between lawmak-
ers in the two chambers. No bill
initiated in either of the cham-
bers was concurred by the other,
meaning no single piece of legis-
lation scaled due legislative proc-
ess to become alaw in 2009. A bill
must be passed by both houses to
become and act, but since the Red
and the Green chambers have a
poor collaboration, bills emanat-
ing from either sides are dead on
arrival on the other side.

As the show ofshame went on,
the reverence which the National
Assembly enjoys both at home
and abroad gradually faded away.
There were calls from within the
National Assembly and other con-
cerned citizens outside for the
country to revert to a unicam-
eral legislative system in order to
check the unnecessary rift that
has characterized the bi-cameral
system. The lack of respect for
the legislature was depicted when
Senate President David Mark,
accompanied by members of the
Senate Committee on Defence
and Army, were turned back
from the Republic Sudan. Senator
Mark and his team were on their
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HOUSE Speaker Dimeji Bankole

way to visit Nigerian peace keep-
ing troops atthe Darfur Region of
Sudan. But Sudanese authorities
in ashow oflack ofrespect denied
landing permit to the plane con-
veying the Senate officials.

hile some senators

were thrown out of

their seats, some com-

menced strategy for
their positions in 2011. Sena-
tor Femi Kila of the PDP was
sacked by the Appeal Court and
replaced by Senator Olabode Ola
of the Action Congress as rep-
resentative of Ekiti Central. The
Appeal Court also ordered rerun
election in Osun East Senatorial
district after quashing the election
of Senator lyiola Omisore. Sena-
tor Ayo Arise representing EKiti
North also had to retest his popu-
larity in a rerun election ordered
by the court after his first election
was nullified. He won the election
and took a fresh oath of office in
the Senate.

Some senators have had cause
to dump the parties that spon-
sored their election to the Senate.
Senator Satty Davies Gogwim
(Plateau Central) originally of
the AC decamped to the PDP. It is
believed that his move isto strate-
gize for a possible return to the
Senate in 2011. Senator Patrick
Osakwe also rejoined the PDP
which sponsored him to the Sen-
ate in 1999 and 2003. He joined
the Accord Party in 2007 after los-
ing out in the PDP primaries for
Delta North.

The major landmark event in
the National Assembly in 2009
is the ‘shameful’ impasse that
occurred between the two cham-
bers over the venue for presenta-
tion ofthe 2010 budget estimates
by President Umaru Yaradua.
The event has traditionally be”n
held in the more spacious Green

Tuesday, January 5, 2010

Chamber of the House of Repre-
sentatives since 1999. But Sena-
tors, claiming to be superior to
members of the House, insisted
that for the firsttime, the occasion
be shifted to the Senate chamber.
On the other side, members ofthe
House insisted on adherence to
tradition while senators said the
Senate President who will preside

refadnlitie prerogative to decide the

venue. The row lingered and in
the end President Umaru Musa
Yaradua could not present the
budget estimates to a joint ses-
sion as usual.

onsequently, for the first

time in the ten years his-

tory of democracy in the
country, Mr. President delegated
his aide to present the budget.
And in the morning of March 24,
2009 few hours after President
Yaradua was flown out of the
country for medical attention in
Saudi Arabia, his Special Adviser
on National Assembly Matters,
Senator Mohamrried Abba Aji
laid the budget estimates before
each chamber of the National
Assembly.

Since the essence of the leg-
islature is to initiate laws for the
good governance of the society,
the National Assembly has done
very little to deserve any com-
mendation, many Nigerians have
said. Now in its third session, the
assembly could be said to have
performed dismally as no single
legislation that deliberately targets
atimproving the lives ofthe com-
mon man was passed. For most of
the time the priority has been per-
sonal aggrandizement and superi-
ority claims amongst lawmakers.
According to an observer “that is
why they are always going into
close door sessions; it is to take
care of their personal interests
rather than common good.”
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Agaliarrested iIn Amsterdam

By Ismaila Lere, with Agency reports

FORMER Super Eagles striker,
Victor Agali, has been arrested
at Schiphol airport near Amster-
dam for carrying two fake pass-
ports, Dutch military police said
yesterday.

Agaliwas in transit at Schiphol
on avoyage from Lagos to Athens.

“At passport control, on
December 27, he (Agali) was
found to be in possession of a
fake passport,” said gendarmerie
spokesman Robert van Kapel.

££Agali was
In transit at

Upon further investigation,
the 31-year-old ex-international,
who plays for Greek club Levadia-
kos, turned out to have two sets
offake travel documents, said VVan
Kapel.

“In the one, the page with his
personal particulars has been
modified, in the other it was the
visa,” he said.

A judge will decide on Mon-
day whether to extend Agali’s
provisional detention for further
investigation.

Agali has played twelve times
for the Super Eagles scoring five
goals. He also played for Nigeria

am mmm
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Eagles are
no longer
invincible
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ORMER international Victor Agali was arrested at Schiphol airport in Amsterdam yesterday for carryingtwofakepassports

in the 2000 Sydney Olympics but
was omitted from the 2002 FIFA
World Cup squad

Agali has played for French

Amodu drops Eneramo

By Orkula Shaagee

AS announced on Sunday,
Coach Shaibu Amodu yester-
day retained strikers Obafemi
Martins and Chinedu Obasi
and instead dropped Espe-
rance of Tunisia attacker,
Michael Eneramo from the
Angola 2010 squad.

This followed the sub-
mission of Nigerias final of
23-man players for the 27th
Orange African Cup ofNations
which begins on Sunday.

The Esperance Sportive de
Tunis forward was axed after
three days of training at the
team’ Riverside Hotel and Spa
in Durban, South Africa.

Eneramo scored for Nigeria

against Republic of Ireland in an
international friendly in London
in May, 2009 and also Nigerias
second goal against Tunisia in a
crucial 2010 World Cup qualifier
in Abuja in September. But he has
not been able to blend easily with
the train.

Amodu said on Sunday from
the teamsDurban camp that either
Martins or Obasi will be dropped
from the final list of 23 of players
that will represent the country at
the biennial soccer event.

Both players are suffering
from injuries and there were fears
that the former Orlando Pirates
of South Africa and BCC Lions
of Gboko sweat merchant would
look elsewhere for replacements.

But Amodu, who is currently

teams like Marseille (1996-97),
Toulon (1997-98) and Nice
(2004-2005), as well as Germa-
ny’s Schalke 04 (2001-2004) and

supervising the teams training
camp in South Africa, informed
that he has watched the fitness
level of the two players in camp
and was impressed with it.

The final list  »

Goalkeepers: Vincent
Enyeama, Bamidele Aiyenugba,
Austin Ejide

Defenders: Taye Taiwo,
Joseph Yobo, Elderson Echigjile,
Danny Shittu, Obinna Nwanneri,
Onyekachi Apam, Chidi Odiah,
YusufMohammed.

Midfielders: Dickson Etuhu,
Sani Kaita, Oluwaseyi Olofinjana,
Mikel Obi, Nwankwo Kanu, Yusuf
Ayila, Kalu Uche.

Strikers: Osaze Odemwingie,
Obafemi Martins, Chinedu Obasi,
Yakubu Ayegbeni, Obinna Nsofor

Hansa Rostock (1998-2001,2007-
2008).

On Christmas Day, a 23-year-
old Nigerian was arrested in the

ENERAMO

United States for the botched
bombing ofa Northwest Airlines
plane bound for Detroit from
Schiphol.
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My team Is
taking shape
- Amodu

SUPER Eagles coach Shuaibu
Amodu has said that his team
is taking shape ahead of the
Nations Cup after the Super
Eagles beat Thanda Zulu Royals

-0inafriendlymatch on Sunday
eveningin Durban, South Africa.

The lone goal was scored
from the penalty spot by Hof-
fenheim’ Chinedu Obasi, who
was introduced in the second
half. Obasi, who was called into
the team as a stopgap for Wolfs-
burg’sshin injuryVittim Obafemi
Martins, has since been dropped
dueto Martin~retum to the side.

Amodu now has a full com-
plement of his invited players
in camp and is already working
towards perfecting his tactics for
the Nations Cup whichbeginson

anuary 10in Angola.

“Itwas just a trial match but
I'm very impressed by the per-
formance ofthe team. The team
isgradually getting into shape for
the Nations Cup,” Amodu told
Complete Sports. He gave the
entire team a taste of the action
during the match so as to make
sure oftheir competition fitness.

Nigeria have been drawn in
Group C, where they will face
defending champions Egypt,
Mozambique and Benin.

Etuhu delighted
to be back

NIGERIA midfielder Dickson
Etuhu has expressed his delight
atreturning to the Nigeria squad
which will play in the African
Nations Cup this month. The
Fulham midfielder got a recall
from coach Shuaibu Amodu
recently after having been frozen
out ofthe team since the depar-
ture of former German handler
Berti Vogts. “l am very happy to
be here with the Super Eagles for
the 2010 African Cup ofNations,”
Etuhu told Complete Sports on
his arrival in Durban, where the
team is camping ahead of the
tournament.

“l am looking forward to the
Nations Cup with excitement. |
cannotwait foritto startbecause |
believewe are goingto do well, to
show Nigerians how good we are
and how much better we can be.

“When | arrived at the team’
camp, | was well received. Every-
body welcomed me. That alone
lifted my spirit more, and, hon-
estly speaking, | was very happy”

Etuhu will have a lot of com-
petition from Chelsea’ John Obi
Mikel and Dynamos Y»sufAyila
for a starting role in the Super
Eagles’ midfield.

“l am looking forward to get-
ting a starting team shirt. | am
working really hard for that, to
fight formyplace inthe team,” he
said. Etuhulastplayedfor Nigeria
at the Nations Cup in Ghana in
2008.

2010 AFRICAN CUP OF NATIONS
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Eagles are no longer
Invincible

NIGERIA go to Angola know-
ing they have a great deal to do
if they are to prove to the world
that they are not a spent force in
African football. After enjoying
dominance in the 90s, when the
Super Eagles qualified for their
first World Cup and won a sec-
ond AFCON trophy in Tunisia,
the Nigerians have since suffered
adecline in fortunes, missing out
on Germany 2006.

Once one of Africa’s most
feared sides, coaching, manage-
rial and administrative problems
have since conspired to render
them incompetent at times.

Nigerias technical deficien-
cies were exposed during the last
AFCON, where they lost to Ivory
Coast in the first game, played
out agoalless draw with Mali and
managed a hard fought 2-0 win
over Benin before succumbing to
an inspired ten-man Ghana, 2-1,
in the quarter-finals.

A once-great team quickly
earned itselfthe derisive appel-
lation ‘Super Chickens’ among
many African football fans after
their worst Nations Cup per-
formance since crashing out in
the first round in 1982.

Nigeria have since tried to
rebuild after the Berti Vogts era
by re-engaging the services of
local coach Shuaibu Amodu in
the Germans stead. Winning

Nigeria's
technical defi-
ciencieswere
exposed during
the last AFCON

nine matches and drawing three
during qualification was not
enough to calm the nerves of a
country hungry for the all-con-
quering performances of years
past, and many have criticised
Amodus tactics.

Nigerias preparations for
Angolahave been overshadowed
by calls for a new foreign coach
to be hired. The Nigeria Football
Federation has ordered Amodu
to earn at least a semi-final finish
ifhe wants to keep his job for the
World Cup in South Africa.

The Super Eagles will play
in Group C based in Benguela
against back-to-back champions
Egypt, Mozambique and Benin.
They will face three tricky ties
with opponents who play diverse
kinds of football.

In Egypt they will encoun-

vy mVorr,

HALF-FIT Yakubu Aiyegbeni of Everton is looking to hit top form during the championship

despite recent injury worries.

ter the organisational ability of
North African teams but with
Mozambique they will come up
against ateam that plays with the
kind offlair football synonymous
with South America. In Benin,
Nigeria will come up against
another West African side that
are always spoiling for a fight
and trying to overcome their
larger neighbours’ overbearing
dominance.

The Nigerians will have to
find their rhythm and hope
that everything works together
administratively for them to
reach their goals in Angola.

Road To Qualification

Nigeria qualified from Group
B of the qualification round
ahead of Tunisia and finals group
opponents Mozambique. Three
wins and three draws made them
look ordinary, and they will have
a great deal to prove to critics
when the tournament kicks off,
asthey look to show that they are
able to hold their own on a con-
tinent where there are no longer
football minnows.

The Coach

Shuaibu Amodu comes to
Angola with an AFCON bronze
medal previously won with the
Super Eagles at Mali 2002. In
his third spell as Nigeria coach,
Amodu has become a kind of
saviour for the national team. It
was he whom the administrators
turned to when the Super Eagles
faced elimination from qualify-
ing for Japan/South Korea 2002
after the sacking of Dutchman

Johannes Bonfrere.

His successful tinkering ofthe
team ensured that Nigeria made
the Asian World Cup party but
he was sacked after the team’
bronze-medal finish at AFCON
2002. Were he to win the tourna-
ment this time around, he would
surely make it difficult for his
countrymen to end his dream of
leading the side to the World Cup
in South Africa.

Star Player
Osaze Odemwingie
He has been a consist-

ent, hardworking player in the
national team since playing
his first tournament in Tunisia
six years ago. The Lokomotiv
Moscow striker was voted his
country’s footballer of the year
recently for his dedication to
the national team and the vigour
which he brings to his perform-
ances. All things being equal,
Odemwingie should emerge as
one of the stars of the Nations
Cup.

Other big names in the team
include Chelseas John Mikel Obi
who has often been accused by
Nigerians of having a poor atti-
tude to national team call-ups.
He will have a lot to prove dur-
ing the three weeks ofthe cham-
pionship.

Strikers Yakubu Aiyegbeni
of Everton and Wolfsburg’s
Obafemi Martins will also look
to hit top form during the.cham-
pionships. They both scored
goals in the last match as Nigeria
nicked aWorld Cup place at tHe

Kasarani Stadium in Kenya. Hav-
ing both had recent injury wor-
ries, Nigerians will expect*them

Eagles do not
look like the
invincible team
that they were in
times past

to deliver the goals again when it
matters most.

Objective

Nigeria know exactly what
they want out ofthe tournament,
and although a semi-final berth
would probably be enough to
keep the coach on for the World
Cup approach, atitle is the main
objective in the minds offans and
players.

Prediction

The Super Eagles do not look
like the invincible team that they
were in times past and will strug-
gle against more attack-minded
teams. The team already has an
ultimatum set for it: make the
semi-final or face a shake up. It
does not look like ateam capable
of winning the tournament but
it might yet have some fight in it.
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Envoh vows to pick shirt
In home-based Eagles

By David Ngobua

AS home based Eagles begin
camping in Abuja, a member of
the 2009 silver winning Golden
Eaglets, Terry Envoh has vowed to
tie down apermanent shirt in the
team as he aims to give the ‘rare
opportunity”his best shot.
Speaking to Trustsports on
his way to the Home based Eagles
‘‘camp in Abuja, the Mighty Jets
of Jos dazzling winger said even
as he is going to compete for one
of the positions with much older
and more experienced players, he
is confident that he would pick
one ofthe shirts.
He said having played in the

UP TheMighty Jets of
Jos player saidhe has
since put behind him
the disappointment
ofthe World U-17 Cup
finals %

Ws&E S --mwJ
just concluded FIFA U-17 World
Cup where he gave agood account
of himself, he has overcome all
traces of fear and would stay
focused to play himself into the
main stream ofthe team.

“l am going to Abuja to fight
forapermanentshirtin the team.
I know | am going to meet big-
ger and more experienced play-
ers but I am not afraid because
already | have played the game at
the world level so | have overcome
stage freight.

“It is not going to be easy but
with God all things are possible.
| Want to prove that at this level,
mostofus are ripe to play with the

Amateur League season

THE Nigeria Football Federa-
tion (NFF) said yesterday that
matches in the season 2009/2010
National Amateur League Divi-
sion One competition will begin
on Jan. 8, 2010.

Mr Emmanuel Adesanya,
Head of the NFF% National
Amateur League Unit, told the
News Agency of Nigeria (NAN)
in Abuja that the competitions
week one matches would be
played from fan. 8 to Jan. 11.

" yUlI the fixtures are ready in
the competition’ four groups of
A, B, Cand D, and they are for the
matches of week one till the end
ofthe season,” he said.

Matches had been delayed in
the competition since the league
secretariat held the draws on
Nov. 24, 2009 in Abuja.

This was as a result of the
failure of some of the participat-

big boys. Although we are much
younger, sports, especially foot-
ball is for those who are physically
and mentally fit”, he said.

Envoh who played a key role
in the Golden Eaglets’ impressive
run at the 2009 FIFA U-17 cham-
pionship said he is going to give
his best because such an oppor-
tunity is hard to get and now that
it has come his way, he would not
take chances.

“Itisimportant for me and my
colleagues who were part of the
just concluded FIFA U-17 cham-
pionship to give our best. Chuk-
wudi, Olarewanju and | see this as
agolden opportunity which must
be utilized to the fullest. This is
a stepping stone and we are not
going to disappoint those who
considered us good enough to
fight for places in this team”.

The Mighty Jets of Jos player
said he has since put behind him
the disappointment of the World
U-17 Cup finals in Abuja and is
ready to face the challenges ahead.

“There is no need talking or
thinking so much about the finals.
It is now history and so instead
of crying over spilled milk, we
have all agreed to put that behind
us. What is ahead of us is more
important as there are more
opportunities which are waiting
to serve as compensation for that
painful loss”

Envoh hinted that he has his
eyes on one ofthe European clubs
but he is not in a hurry to make
any move because experience has
shown that those who leap with-
out looking very well usually end
up in aditch.

“No doubt I want to play
abroad but | have to look well
before | leap. When the time
comes, it will not be difficult. For
now, | want to concentrate on this
national assignment before me”
he stated.

ing clubs to pick venues for their
home matches while a number
ofthem failed to agree with rival

clubs on the usage of such facili-
ties.

In Group A which has clubs
like Eko United, Union Bank FC,
lla LG FC and FC Ebedie, two

TERRY Envoh, right, in action during the FIFA U-17 World Cup

in Nigeria last November.

begins Jan 8

week one matches will hold on
Jan. 8, with two others on Jan. 9
and the last one on Jan. 11.

Three ofthe week one matches
in Group Bwhich has such clubs
as Enyimba Feeders rC, Bayelsa
Feeders FC and Akwa Starlets FC
will be played on Jan. 9, with the
two others on Jan. 10.

In Group C where former
African champions BCC Lions
are to slug it out with FRSC
FC, VON FC, Keffi United and
Sokoto United, two week one
matches are for Jan. 9 while the
rest two are for Jan. 10.

Only one match will be played
on Jan. 9 in Group D which has
Yobe Stars, Makwada FC and
Jimeta United while two matches
each would be played on Jan. 10
and Jan. 11.

Adesanya said the league sec-
retariat was able to find solution

to the match venues’ problem
after it decided on waiting for
the defaulting clubs on the issue.

"We just had to take that
option because we felt there was
no better wayto handle that mat-
ter than applying the give-and-
take solution,” he said.

The NFF official said the
move thus paved way for the
compilation of fixtures till the
end of the competition on June
12,2010.

" Now we have all the fixtures
ready, till week 18 when the com-
petition is to end on May 16 in
Group A, week 18 on May 23 in
Group C and week 22 on June 12
in Groups Band D,” he said.

While Groups B and D of
the 2009/2010 National Ama-
teur League Division One has 11
clubs each, Grbups A and C have
10 and nine respectively.

Zaria poly
to host
NIPOGA

From Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

THE 16th edition ofthe Nigeria
Polytechnic Games Association
(NIPOGA) will be hosted by the
Nuhu Bamali Polytechnic, Zaria
from the 17th to 28 March, this
year, rector of the institution,
Malam Suleiman Aliyu has said.

The last edition ofthe games
which started in 1976 at the pol-
ytechnic of Ibadan was hosted
by the Federal Polytechnic, Ado
Ekiti in 2008. This yearsedition
istagged Zaria 2010’

He said with the granting of
hosting right ofthe gamesto the
polytechnic, the institution will
be the fourth state polytechnic in
the countryto host it. According
to him, atotal of50 polytechnics
have indicated in interestin par-
ticipation in the games.

“In the forthcoming games,
the sporting events to be com-
peted for include; Athletics,
Badminton, Basketball, chess,
Handball, Hockey, Scrabble
soccer, squash, table tennis, taek-
wondo and volleyball for both
male and female events.

The rector, who is also the
president of NIPOGA council,
said arrangement is on the top
gear to make the events a hitch
free one and solicited for the
support and cooperation of all
the stakeholders in the sporting
arena ofthe country.

Stallion
steals show
In B'ball Jamz

HISTORY was made on Satur-
day when the basketball court
in the newly renovated Campos
Square mini stadium hosted
the first edition of Eko-Akete
6-A-Side Basketball Jamz.

The court came alive with
top players from the league and
someyoung players battle for the
top prize 0fN100,000.

At the end of the one-day
tournament, itwas Stallion Blaz-
ers that won the top prize after
beating Favored Men by 12-11
points in the keenly contested
match. Homes United beat
Assurances Babes 33-20 points
for the third position and the
sum ofN50,000.

Dignitaries who graced the
event were Lagos State Com-
missioner for Sports, Prince
Ademola Adeniji Adele, Lagos
State Sports Councils board
member, Tayo Popoola, Peter
Nelson, the Coordinator for the
South West Zone ofthe National
Sports Commission, NSC aswell
as other personalities in Nige-
rian sports.
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SHOP'TILYOU DROP!

EUROPEAN soccer finds
itself on ice at the moment,
both literally - with a solid
smattering of snow covering
much of the continent - and
also in the transfer market.
With the World Cup just
a few months away, the early
days of the January transfer
window have yielded little in
the way of meaningful deals,
or even some healthy specula-
tion and gossip. However, just
as the weather is expected to
heat up over the next couple
of weeks, so too should the
market, depending on a cou-

The English
Premier League
isenjoying an
interesting year

pie of factors that are needed
to open the checkbooks.
Here is what to expect over
the next month as Europe’s
top teams get one final chance
to bolster their squads before
the end of the campaign.
THE BIG SPENDERS
Real Madrid did its pri-
mary business in the summer
and Serie As big hitters are
likely to remain stagnant. So,
more than anything, a fluid
market depends on plenty of
activity involving the clubs
with the deepest pockets in
England - Chelsea and Man-

Inter Milan
sign Pandev

SERIE A champion Inter Milan
have signed striker Goran Pandev.

The Macedonia international
had been with Lazio since 2004
but was a free agent after winning
a legal battle against the Rome
team to be released from his con-
tract.

Inter said in a statement on
Monday that Pandev has signed
until June 2014. No financial
details about the deal have been
released.

The 26-year-old Pandev
will be officially presented after
Inter plays at Chievo Verona on
Wednesday, in the first Teague
match after the winter break. He
will provide cover for Samuel
Etob, who will be away with Cam-
eroon competing in the African
Cup of Nations.

Inter leads the Serie A stand-
ings with 39 points.

chester City.

With all its debts having been
wiped out, Chelsea is ready to
once more splash owner Roman
Abramovich’ cash, while City’s
new boss Roberto Mancini has
tens of millions of Arabian oil
wealth ready to splurge. Ifthose
two clubs do their spending
early, then that money will filter
down and enable some middle-
to lower-tier teams to flex some
financial muscle of their own.

THE GLORY CHASERS

The English Premier League
is enjoying an interesting year,
with the ,race for the fourth
Champions League spot espe-
cially competitive. Chelsea,
Manchester United and Arsenal
seem to have the top three posi-
tions locked up, but City, Aston
Villa and Tottenham Hotspur all
have their sights set on fourth
place.

They, along with teams like
Fulham and Birmingham City
(whose ambition will be to get
into the Europa League), and
clubs like Everton and Bolton
Wanderers who need to pull
clear of the lower reaches of the
table, will be keen to spend their
wav to better times.

THE BARGAIN BIN

Soccer’s financial crisis is, for
the most part, ironing itself out
at last. But the goalposts have
shifted somewhat.

The need for greater fiscal
prudence is a big deal in Spain
right now, making for a rela-
tively depressed transfer market.
As a result, some genuine bar-
gains are to be had and English,
Italian and even German clubs
could be poised to take advan-
tage.

It is not so much about the
big'-name superstars but good,
strong performers like Zarago-
za’s Brazilian striker Ewerthon,
who would be a steal for just a

Doumbia to join
CSKA Moscow

IVORY Coast forward Seydou
Doumbia is joining CSKA Mos-
cow at the end of the season,
according to his Swiss club Young
Boys.

The Swiss league leader said
on its Web site Monday that the
22-year-old Doumbia will sign a
five-year contract with the Rus-
sian club in July. The transfer fee
was not disclosed.

Doumbia was quoted saying
that he wanted to end his “fan-
tastic time” with Young Boys by
winning the title.

He has scored 16 goals in
13 league matches this season,
after getting 20 last season to
be voted player of the year in
Switzerland.

Doumbia is a contender for
selection to the Ivorian squad at
the World Cup finals which kicks
offin South Africa in June.

EXPECT Chelsea's Carlo Ancelotti, left, and Manchester City’s Roberto Mancini to be the big-
gest spenders in January transfers.

few million dollars.

THE HOT PROSPECTS

The weeks following this
summer’s World Cup will be full
of transfer activity, as always.
The biggest stage in soccer is a
wonderful way for the games
top prospects to boost their pro-
file - and earning potential.

Having said that, a handful
of rising stars could end up in
new pastures before the end of
this month.

Argentinean youngster

Milan offer
€25m,
Huntelaarfor
Dzeko

MILAN are ready to leap into the
transfer marketand offerWolfsburg
€25 million cash and striker Klaas-
Jan Huntelaar in exchange for Edin
Dzeko.

LEquipe reports the Rossoneri
have opened up dialogue with the
German sideand are ready to throw
the dice for the powerful Bosnhian
striker.

Milan have been chasing Dzeko
since early on in last.summer}
transfer window, and although a
move couldn be agreed before the
first September deadline, they now
appear confidentofclinchinga dealL
To help facilitate the move, Hunte-
laar will be used as bait to entice
the German outfit into reaching an
agreement

Sergio Aguero is once again
on Chelsea’s radar, and with
Atletico Madrid in urgent need
of money, it won't be long before
he moves on. Aguero has issued
the standard “I’'m happy where
| am” statement, but don’t be
fooled. He’ll be on his way soon.

Bosnian powerhouse Edin
Dzeko has been a sensation
for Wolfsburg and won’t get to
showcase himself at the World
Cup. With his stature at an all-
time high and the club out of

HUNTELAAR

Bundesliga contention. Wolfs-
burg could elect to cash in
now. Chelsea and Man Lhited
would be interested, but don't
rule out Barcelona and City.

Benfica winger Angel Di
Maria has played only six limes
for Argentina, but he is likeiy
to be a hot target this January.
Manchester UnitedTias already
had one bid turned down and
won’t be giving up on trying
to acquire the speedv 21-year-
old.
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Henin beats Petrova on

BELGIAN Justine Henin won her
firstmatch since making her tennis
comeback when she upset second
seed Russian Nadia Petrova 7-57-5
in the first round of the Brisbane
International.

The formerworld number one
provedshe canstillbe aforce in the
womensgame as she showed steely
determination to defeat Petrova.

"While her trademark back-
hand may have been a little rusty
in patches, Henin was able to con-
vert break points at key moments
in both sets to clinch victory.

Henin retired from tennis in
May 2008 while ranked number
one in the world, saying she had
lost the desire to compete at the
top level.

However, soon after compa-
triot Kim Clijsters won the 2009
US Open after making her own
comeback, Henin announced that
she too was coming out of retire-
ment.

Clijsters, also playing in Bris-
bane, won her first round match
on Sunday, and organisers will be
delighted that there isstill a chance
the two Belgian rivals will meet in
Saturdays final.

Henin showed no signs of
nerves against Petrova as the two
players comfortably held their
opening service games.

The Belgian had a chance to

'‘oreak at 3-3 but Petrova saved
one break point to keep her nose
in front.

However at 5-5 Henin brought
up two more break points and this
time she wasn't to be denied, mov-
ing ahead 6-5 then holding serve to
love to claim the first set.

The two players traded early
breaks in the second before the set
settled into a similar pattern to the

* first, Henin again having a chance
at 3-3 before breaking at 5-5 and

JUSTINE Henin made a triumphant return to professional tennis with a 7-5, 7-5 victory over second seed Russian Nadia Petrova

in Brisbane, Australia.

holding serve for victory.

She now plays Sesil Kara-
tancheva of Kazakhstan in the
second round ahead of a prob-
able quarter-final against seventh
seeded Hungarian Melinda Czink.

Elsewhere, third seed Ana
Ivanovic survived a big scare
against Australia’s Jelena Dokic to
move into the second round.

Ivanovic claimed a tight first
set, suffered a huge lapse of con-
centration in the second, then
regained her composure in the
third to win 7-5 1-6 6-3 in front of

&large crowd seemingly unsure as
to who to support.

Former world number one
Ivanovic isusingthe Brisbanetour-
nament as a stepping stone in her
bid to regain her place in the sport’s
elite following a poor 2009 marred
by injury and a loss of form.

She said she started neryously
butwas happywith her form there-
after.

“l had a really good prepara-
tion and that gave me a lot ofcon-
fidence,” she said.

“I thought | was serving a lot

Federer wants to stay top in 2010

NOW that Roger Federer is
back atop the world rankings, he
intends to stay there in 2010.

Federer, who faces Christophe
Rochus of Belgium in the Qatar
Open on Tuesday in his firstcom-
petitive match o0f2010, reclaimed
the No. 1 ranking last year from
Rafael Nadal.

“I would like to stay No. tfor
an obvious reason—getting to No.
1from No. 2was very hard work,”
the 28-year-old. Swiss player said
Monday.

“Nadal played so well to stay
No. 1. Now, | want to stay No. 1
for as long as possible. I am sure
if | stay healthy, | can win tourna-
ments and stay No. 1”

Federer was dethroned at the
top of the rankings in August
2008, only a fewweeks after losing

an epic five-set Wimbledon final
to Nadal. Federer returned to No.
1after beating Andy Roddick in
last years Wimbledon final.

“l am healthy now,” Federer
said. “l know | can win many
more tournaments than | did last
year. Last year was fantastic, but |
am looking at one match atatime
at each event | play this season.
Right now, my focus is on the first
match here.”

The 15-time Grand Slam
champion, who won four tourna-
ments in 2009, said he enjoys the
pressure that comes with being
arguably the greatest player of all
time.

“There’ always pressure from
one quarter or the other,” Fed-
erer said. “There’ pressure from
yourself, pressure from fans, your

team. But | play better under pres-
sure.”

Winning tournaments >has
become easier after a decade on
top, he said.

“You go back to your roots,”
Federer said. “You tell yourself
how you became a good player.
You enjoy competition. You
tell yourself how you have been
around for so long. You have to
have regard forthe hard work you
have putin.”

Federer, who competed in
all 40 Grand Slam tournaments
in the last decade, said his tech-
nique allowed him to avoid seri-
ous injury.

“My movements are very
smooth. That has helped me stay
injury-free. And if there was a
niggling injury, | would listen to

better and moving better since the
last match I played, which hasbeen
awhile.

“In the second set | thought |
lost a bit of intensity and started
defending more and | stepped
back, butthen (coach) Sven (Groe-
neveld) pointed out | had to step
up a little more and | tried to do
that and dominate —I was really
pleased with the result.”

After a gruelling physical con-
ditioning programme in lastyears
off-season, lvanovic completely
changed her preparation leading

FEDERER

my body. I would listen to signals
my body would give me,” Federer
said.

“You have to look at the larger
picture,” he added.

into this Australian summer and
said she was reaping the rewards.

“Its my goal to get back to the
top 10 and play fee championship
atthe end ofthe year,” she said.

“Last year was atough year, but
I learned a lot from it and I think
it helped me a lot to be mentally
stronger and to know more what
I want and not take anything for
granted.

“This has made me appreciate
it more and realise | have to work
hard for every match and not just
expect it to come.”

Tipsarevic
ousts Moya

JANKO Tipsarevic of Serbia has
defeated former champion Carlos
Moya in the opening round ofthe
Chennai Open. The fourth-seeded
Tipsarevic won 6-3,7-6 (2).

Second-seeded Marin Cilic
of Croatia defeated Russias Igor
Kunitsyn 6-2,6-4 to move into the
second round.

In other matches, Santiago
Giraldo of Colombia defeated
Bjorn Phau ofGermany 6-4,6-7 (6),
6-3 win and Jan Hajek beat Simon
Greul ofGermany 3-6,6-2,6-4.

Meanwhile, French tennis .
player Richard Gasquet beat Fin-
lands Jarkko Nieminen in the
first round of the Brisbane Inter-
national, battling for just over two
hours before overcoming the Finn
in three sets 6-3 4-6 6-4.
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The Faruk Muatallab saga:
Beyond conspiracy theories

ever thought | would return to this topi€ so
soon especially because nothing new is com-
" ineout Sr.‘g)ULE?E%M&&“U@DSAW?H can _i nter-
dgators; and the Mia[13B Family Rag; Fightly
in my view, decided to keep a very low pro-
ale. However, the issue remains topical and
fthe Nigerian public, and of our journalists and
, has remained focused on this unfortunate saga.
prompted pie to write on it again. One is my
feelige that, in general, we do not seemto appreciate the impact
of thmmfortunate incidegge on the psyche of the American

ic, and some ofig, a small maagrity Ladmit, dapot to
)
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me on some conspiracy theories
that abound on the Web. Nor-
mally I would have simply ignored
him However, the issues at stake
are very serious and | think some
comments are in order. It may sur-
prisethe chap to knowthatwe have
more sophisticated and more pas-
sionate conspiracy theorists on the
Trust Editorial Board who, if they
decide to write could rival even
Dan Brown. Besides his reference
to the 1954 “Operation Suzanna”
| fail to see anything else of sub-
stance in his narrations. So, maybe
Israel had fore knowledge of the
September 11 attack on the Twin

else. Clearly also, as many jointed

“29

I p p S

w S s L metOmyfriend Dr. Kabir Matos write up in
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Theyoung man's life
however, is changed
forever, and the family
has been traumatized.
So, let us not continue
to glorify foolhardiness.

Wse Satiirdays WERKIY Trust Br. Matestake o Ferkidgat ffo

young man is not a villain. Let us hear himfirst  Faruk to me

e (Kabiriate) is Tonvineed ihat thefuture ofiNigaria issate and
secure because there are still young people who out ofconviction
can go the extremes in order to realize stated objective ofwhich
nation building isapart.”

IfHamisu’s refusal to face reality isunderstandable given our
penchant to prefer conspiracies and comfortable assumptions
about our society, the ideas of Dr. Mato are plain scary. Letus not
glorify extremism or suicide bombing. Our kids must knowthat
SWicidgsmyot acceptable in Islam, nor is the spilling of innocent

JasSsSSsSs

that, in the long run, terrorism
is detrimental to the objective
interests of even its practition-
ers. Remember Yasser Arafat
warning Palestinians to stop
celebrating 9/11 bomb attack?
Some tactics undermine long-
term interests and goals. The
attempt to pretend that every
American or European is an
enemy because his or her gov-
ernment support Israeli crimes
or wars against Muslims is the
worst far-fetched and most
ridiculous notion | ever heard.
Wonder whatwe would be say-

S S d s shouldbe passionate and seriously committed.

this kind ofthing never occurs again.
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NWANKWO Kanu, super tdgies captain

Eagles line up Zambia friendly

uper Eagles may
play Zambia

on Tuesday in a

friendly as part
of their preparations
for the Africa Cup of
Nations.

Super Eagles Media
Coordinator Idah
Peterside told KickOff-
Nigeria.com that the
Zambia FA has been in
contact and details of
the proposed friendly
are being finalized.

"Zambian FA Presi-
dent Kalusha Bwalya

DJUJU;i3iogba

got in touch with us
when the team landed
in South Africa about a
friendly match.
"Discussions are tak-
ing place between both
parties and we expect
things to be finalised by
Monday."
* According to Peter-
side, the proposed
game will be played in
Johannesburg, rather
than in Durban where
the Eagles are camped
in preparation for their
Nations Cup campaign.

Drogba: My last Nations Cup

ote d'lvoire star Didier Drogba says that the
2010 tournamentwill in all likelihood be his
last Africa Cup of Nations.

The Ivorian will be the key figure for his
side in Angola as they seek to claim a first continental
title since 1992, and go into the event as many people's

pre-competition favourites.

They have been drawn in atricky Group Balongwith
Ghana, Togo and Burkina Faso, but Drogba hopes his
excellent form for English Premiership Chelsea will be
carried forward into the Nations Cup.

“I think I'm in great form as we head for my last
Nations Cup,” he says. “From the bottom of my heart,
I'm desirous to come back from Angola with a glori-
ous result to give joy to the Ivorian people. To this end,
my teammates and | will be sweating it out as much as

we can."
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