
1

◄

II

◄

i
◄

◄





Volume 1



Nigerian Library and Information Science Abstract 
(Nigerlisa) @ 2012

Published by:

Planning, Research & Statistics Department, 
National Library of Nigeria,
Plot 274, Sanusi Dantata House,
PM.B.1
Centra, Business District,
Garki-Abuja,
Nigeria.

Telephone:
E-mail:
Website:

070-8468 7221,080-3465 9024,080-3611 3457
nigerbiblio@yahoo.co.uk
wwwnlnig.org

All rights reserved, apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of private 
study, research, criticism or review. No part of this publication may be 
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form of by 
any means, electronics, mechanical, photocopy, recording or otherwise 
without the prior permission of the author or who is the copyright owner.

Production Crew:

Mallam Nassarawa S. A. (CLN, FNLA), 
Mr, Majinson, H. Y
Mr. Salawu, B. A.
Mrs. Ofodile, F. I.

_ I

mailto:nigerbiblio%40yahoo.co.uk
wwwnlnig.org


FOREWORD

It is my singular honour and pleasure to present to you one of the currently 
produced publication of the Planning, Research, and Statistics 
Department of the National Library of Nigeria.

Planning, Research, and Statistics Department is mandated to provide the 
intellect for Librarianship development and also develop an ever- 
increasing network of libraries and Librarians across not only in the 
country, but the world over. As a mission focused department, it has come 
up with several publications which will continue to serve as a tool for 
networking, collaboration, resource sharing, and Intellectual 
enhancement.

In the same vein, the revival of the publication of the (Nigerlisa) Nigerian 
Library and Information Science Abstract by the National Library of Nigeria 
is a commendable effort towards the provision of resource materials to 
facilitate research and development in the provision of library services in 
the country. The long awaited Abstract has seen the light of the day after 
several years of its dormancy, I have no doubt in my mind that this 
document will be an excellent reference source for library science 
educators, practitioners, publishers, information disseminators / 
documentalists, as well as archivists.

This and other products and services of the National Library of Nigeria 
unite to support the vision and mission of the National Library of Nigeria, 
specifically, as well as other stakeholders in the provision of library 
services in the country.

National Library of Nigeria under the current dispensation is going through 
an organization-wide performance improvement process to ensure the 
building of an informed and enlightened citizenry through the provision of 
information resources that will always be readily available and accessible 
to the wide range of clients.

It is my belief that all will endure to make the best use of this maiden copy of 
'Nigerlisa' with a view to enhancing the rapid improvement of library 
services, practices, and provision across the country.

Have a happy consultation/reading.

Mallam Nassarawa Sanusi Abdullahi (CLN, FNLA)
Director, Planning, Research & Statistics Department 
National Library of Nigeria



PREFACE I

National Library of Nigeria being the nation’s centre of library activities 
and a clearing house of major library cooperative ventures wishes to 
present to you Nigerian Library and Information Science Abstract 
(Nigerlisa).

SOURCE OF INFORMATION

This issue contains one hundred and ninety five (195) entries, sources 
from various professional journals on Librarianship and Compendium of 
paper presentation at Nigeria Library Association Conferences and 
Seminars.

ARRANGEMENT

The arrangement is filed alphabetically by subject heading.
* ,

All correspondents should be directed to:

The Editor,
Planning, Research^ Statistics Department, 
National Library of Nigeria,
Plot 274, Sanusi Dantata House,
P.M.B.1,
Central Business District,
Garki-Abuja.
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ABSTRACTING AND INDEXING SERVICES

Title of Article:

Author:

Source Title:

Place of Publication: 

Publisher:

Collation:

ISSN:

Subject Headings: 

Keywords:

Abstract:

Automated Indexing and Abstracting services in 
Nigeria Libraries.

Onuoha,A. C.

Nigerbiblios

Abuja Year: 2006

National Library of Nigeria

Volume 17, Number 1&2, Jan-Dec.
Pages 10-21 

0331-0000

Abstracting and Indexing Services

Automated Indexing & Abstracting, Nigerian 
Libraries.

The main objective of indexing and abstracting is 
to provide easy access to the wealth of knowledge 
of the country. Automation increases the library's 
ability to achieve this objective. Indexing and 
abstracting services enhance literature search 
and information retrieval. Hence, the need for 
librarians in Nigeria to take advantage of the new 
information technology to provide a wide range of 
products and services. This include creation and 
development of their automated databases of 
indexes and abstracts.
Issues in automated indexing and abstracting 
service include provision of the following items: 
hardware service software, CDS/ISIS, database, 
format of presentation, networking, internet 
connectivity and marketing. Challenges of 
automated indexing include inadequate finance, 
information technology expertise, poorly 
developed IT infrastructure etc.
Several organization are making efforts towards 
the promotion of automation and information 
technology management through National 
seminars, while indexing and abstracting services 
in institutions such as International Institute of 
Tropical Agriculture (IITA) and Raw Materials
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Research and Development Council etc have 
been automated. At the international level, 
software packages such as CDS/ISIS and Green 
stone are available free to developing countries, 
while Ford Foundation sponsor Nigerian 
graduates abroad for further studies in technology 
and management.
To further enhance indexing and abstracting 
services, librarians must learn new skills.



ACADEMIC LIBRARIES

Title of Article:

Author:

Source Title:

Place of Publication:

Publisher:

Collation:

ISSN:

Subject Headings: 

Keywords:

Abstract:

Managing Past question papers in academic 
Libraries.

Anunobi, C.V.

Nigerbiblios

Abuja Year: 2005

National Library of Nigeria

Volume 16, Number 1& 2, Jan-Dec.
Pages 1-8 

0331-0000

Academic Libraries

Past question paper management; acquisition; 
preservation.

Past question paper management in four 
academic libraries in Imo state is discussed. Data 
was collected through visits and personal 
observations. The findings revealed that the 
libraries use three methods of acquisition, 
namely: standing order deposit, request by the 
libraries and serendipity. Past question papers are 
processed by some of the libraries by stamping 
and sorting according to the course of study and 
stored in files, folders and bag envelops. Some of 
the libraries create access through indexing. 
Major problems identified include: lack of 
cooperation from faculty; the fragile nature of the 
materials; theft and mutilation. The use of 
information technology is recommended to 
amphorae the rigor of acquisition and processing.
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Title of Article: Extent of Branch Libraries in Universities; 

Systems Evaluation and Design.

Author: Edoka, B. Eziukwu

Source Title: Nigerian Libraries

Place of Publication: Year: 1985

Publisher: Nigerian Library Association

Collation: Volume 21, Number2, Pages 26-38

ISSN: 0029-0122

Subject Headings: Academic Libraries

Keywords: Guidelines, Decentralization, University Library
system.

Abstract: The existence of branch libraries alongside the
central library in the university system has been a 
subject of controversy. The branch libraries are 
the faculty library, single subject departmental 
library and the institute library. They are 
established to cater for the information needs of• f.
the parent academic units. Other considerations 
for their establishment include among other 
things: - the distance location of the various 
academic units from the main library the need for 
a professional accreditation, and inadequate 
seating capacity. However, there is the need to 
streamline the extent of branch libraries in the 
university setting as it is observed that until 
recently universities authorities and libraries 
seemed to have adopted a laissez fair approach 
to the use of branch libraries. In many cases, 
branch libraries are established without 
authorization from the top. The patterns of the 
dispersed library units in the older universities 
make it necessary to streamline their extent. 
Hence the need to evolve a systematic approach 
to their overall development. Decentralization of



library services to the faculty level is desirable as it 
holds considerable promise. The recent 
decentralization of the administrative machinery 
to the faculty level in much university favors the 
faculty library idea. Yet in universities with 
dispersed libraries and information resources, 
there is the need for linking and co -ordination of 
various libraries of each university to make them 
exist as a system.



Title of Article:

Author:
Source Title:
Place of Publication: 
Publisher:
Collation:
ISSN:
Subject Headings: 
Keywords:

Abstract:

Forty years of Academic and Research library 
service to Nigeria: Past, Present and Future 
Ifidon, S.E.,OkoliG. N
Nigeria Libraries

Year: 2003
Nigerian Library Association
Pages 37 - 54
978-31258-5-0
Academic Libraries
Forty years; Academic Research Libraries; 
Libraries.
Academy library service has its origin in the 
establishment of the first generation universities 
between 1930's and 1960's Their status as tertiary 
institutions necessitate the establishment of 
befitting libraries attached to them to support their 
educational programmes similarly, Research 
Institute Libraries arose out of the need to 
safeguard palm -kernel industry in the 1950's by 
means of research. Since then both Academic 
and research institute libraries have continued to 
witness some developments. However, several 
factors most significantly finding inhibit the 
services of Academic libraries and research 
Institute Libraries. The latter are the worse off in 
this regard. The situation is worsened by the 
challenges of ICT revolution which is influencing 
all facets of library operations. Available records 
show that many library operations are still being 
done manually in the country. Academic and 
research Institute Library need to undergo 
automation in order to take the advantage of the 
ICT revolution. Hence, the need for increased 
funding. Other problems need to be addressed as 
well for librarians to continue to be relevant in the 
information Age; there is the need for professional 
repositioning. This will involve training and 
retraining towards enhancing their capacity 
building so as to overcome the challenges of ICT.



Title of Article:

Author:
Source Title:
Place of Publication: 
Publisher:
Collation:
ISSN:
Subject Headings:

Keywords:
Abstract:

Essential Knowledge - Base for Academic and 
Research Librarians in a democratic Culture 

Ifidon, Sam E.
A compendium of paper presentations

Year: 1999
Nigerian Library Association
Month May, Number 8-14, Pages45-55

Academic Librarians, Librarians Democratic 
Culture.
Research and Academic Libraries.
The empowerment of National University 
commission through decree No 16 of 1985 to 
regulate University Education in Nigeria led to 
prescription of minimum academic standards for 
all disciplines. However there were not suitable for 
library science education as there is more of 
education component than library science. 
Hence, its rejection by the Nigeria Librarians 
leading to the setting up of a committee which 
review the 1989 standards, and came up with 
another set of standards in 1995. Besides, there 
are two documents which dwell on the standards 
of knowledge and skills that Nigerian Librarians 
must attain before they are registered. These are 
Librarian Registration Council of Nigeria and the 
report of the Education committee of the Nigeria 
Library Association.
All the standards of knowledge though generally 
applicable to librarians, they fail to specify the 
knowledge-base for research and academic 
librarians let alone the knowledge-base required 
in a democratic culture. The first struggle for 
information workers in an academic and research 
libraries in a democratic culture is to ensure free 
access to information. To this end, they must resist 
document censorship in whatever form. A good 
knowledge base must be preceded by the 
objectives of academic and research libraries
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followed by the design of the curriculum to support 
the achievement of the objectives.
In view of non-comprehensiveness of the 1995 
minimum academic standards, a more 
comprehensive curriculum is proposed that 
embraces not only the principle of traditional 
librarianship and information science but also 
ethics and social skills training. Furthermore, 
there should be strong emphasis on the 
information needs of professional groups; user 
studies and expectations and information 
technology.



Title of Article:

Author:

Source Title:

Place of Publication: 

Publisher:

Collation:

ISSN:

Subject Headings: 

Keywords:

Abstract:

Collection Development Activities in Selected 
Academic Libraries.

Nnadozie, Opara Chuma 

Nigerbiblios

Abuja Year: 2006

National Library of Nigeria

Volume 17, Number 1&2, Jan.-Dec.
Pages 22-37 

0331-0000

Academic Libraries - Collection Development

Collection Development, Academic Libraries

The study surveyed collection Development 
activities in selected academic libraries in Nigeria. 
These include libraries of Federal University of 
technology, Owerri (FUTO), Imo state University 
(IMSU) Owerri; Federal Polytechnic, Nekede 
(FPN); Alvan Ikoku College of Education (AICE) 
Owerri; Michael Okpara College of Agriculture 
and Technology (MOCAT), Umuagwu; Federal 
college of Land Resources Technology skill 
Acquisition centre (TESAC), Orlu. The target 
population for the study was collection 
Development acquisition Librarians with data 
collected through a combination of a 
questionnaire and documentary sources. Ten 
questionnaire were administered with six 
returned.
The findings show that: while price was a factor in 
MOCAT and FECLAT, credibility of Authors and 
competence of publishers were major 
determinants in FPIN, AICE and IMSU. 
Participants in the selection of reading materials 
ranked in the following order: Head Librarians, 
Lecturers, Collection Development Librarians, 
Management of parent institutions, and students 
in FPN only, several people with varying degree of 
participation were involved in the procurement of



reading materials for the library i.e. Head 
Librarians at AICE and FUTO; management at 
IMSU, MOCAT, FELOCAT and FPIN, while no 
specific staff was assigned the job at MOCAT and 
FECOLAT; non-professionals are involved in the 
procurement of book for academic libraries thus 
showing lack of understanding of the uniqueness 
of the library and the desire of some Chief 
Executives to control library budget; the 
traditional collection development methods 
prevail in most libraries while some are yet to 
exploit the full potential of legal deposit and 
photocopying; All libraries studied acquired basic 
reading materials while a few like FUTO and PPN 
acquired non book materials with only FUTO 
acquiring archival materials; major donors of 
reading materials are Education Tax Fund - the 
highest major local donor and Book Aid - the 
highest international donor.



Title of Article:

Author:

Source Title:
Place of Publication:

Publisher:

Collation:

ISSN:

Subject Headings: 

Keywords:

Abstract:

Twenty years of Academic Status 1983-2003 for 
Librarians in ABU Library System: The GAINS and 
The PAINS

Omoniwa, M. A

Nigerian Libraries

Year: 2003

Nigerian Library Association

Volume 37, Number 1, Pages 57-70 

0029-0122

Academic Librarians - Nigerian

Twenty years; Academic Status promotion 
requirements, ABU Zaria Library System, GAINS 
and PAINS.

The struggle of University librarians in Nigeria for 
academic status met with success in 1993 when 
the National Universities commission (NUC) 
issued a circular to all Federal Universities to that 
effect. Accordingly, the librarians of Ahmadu Bello 
University, Zaria acquired full academic status 
from 1 st October, 1983 and started enjoying basic 
privileges of academic status. However, this 
development is not without its challenges as 
librarians of the institution like their counterparts in 
other Universities have to satisfy new 
requirements for promotion most especially 
research and publication requirements. This has 
however, proved difficult for many to fulfill which 
constitute pains of their new status. A survey 
carried out on this issue validates the assertion 
that inability of librarians to cope with the 
implementation of academic status in Nigerian 
Universities is lack of publication and poor 
academic preparation. This is true of librarians in 
ABU, Zaria. Otherfindings include: Most librarians 
in ABU have not lived up to expectation in
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research and publication output as a result of 
which many have suffered stagnation in one post 
for years; Most librarians in ABU published in local 
journals and do not even know the journal titles 
their library subscribed to in their discipline; Most 
librarians have faulty orientation for publishing as 
they greater motivation for publication is 
promotion rather than contribution to knowledge. 
In the light of these findings new entrant, should 
have a good undergraduate degree or Master’s 
degree as well as regular participation in 
conferences and seminar.



Title of Article:

Author:

Source Title:

Place of Publication: 

Publisher:

Collation:

ISSN:

Subject Headings: 

Keywords:

Abstract:

Library Utilization at Night: A case study of the 
AdekunleAjasin University, AkungbaAkoko. 

Ajidehun, C. O.

Nigerbiblios

Abuja Year: 2006

National Library of Nigeria

Volume 17, Number 1&2, Jan.-Dec.
Pages 85-99 

0331-0000

Academic Libraries - Use studies

Library Utilization; Adekunle Ajasin University, 
Akungba-Akoko.

The study was conducted to find out factors 
responsible for use of the library at night with 
Adekunle Ajasin University Akungba- Akoko as a 
case study. Population studied consisted of all 
users of the University at the time of the study. The 
library had seating capacity of two hundred users. 
Data was generated through the use of 
questionnaire with the use of chi-square to test 
null hypothesis formulated to know why utilization 
of the library at night was high. All the null 
hypotheses were rejected indicating that 
academic, environmental, social, student and 
gender factors are significantly related to students 
use of the library at night. Another important 
finding is that there are a number of measures that 
can be employed to enhance the use of the 
University library at night. Attention should be paid 
to academic, environmental, social, personal and 
gender issues.
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Title of Article:

Author:

Source Title:

Place of Publication:

Publisher:

Collation:

ISSN:

Subject Headings: 

Keywords:

Abstract:

Nigerian Academic Librarians and the Quest for 
Academic States.

Ejiko.E.O 

Nigerian Libraries

Year: 1992

Nigerian Library Association

Volume25&26, Number 1-4, Pages51-62 

0029-0122

Academic Librarians - Nigeria

Nigeria; Academic Librarians; Academic States

The struggle for recognition of professional 
Librarians as academics in the Nigerian 
Universities has been on for a long time. Really 
the University Librarians are academics in view of 
the nature of their work as well as qualifications. 
First, academic librarians perform functions which 
are essentially academic in nature. Secondly, 
Librarians possess first degree which is the 
minimum qualification for employment in Nigerian 
University Libraries, and can only progress by 
pursuing their education to Masters and 
Doctorate degrees level. Further more, they carry 
out research and write papers. Although most 
universities regard their librarians as academic, 
the Federal Government of Nigeria recognizes 
them as administrators. The reports of different 
commissions set up to recognize them as 
administrators but the academic librarians have 
continued to reject it.
The reasons why academics librarians have not 
been accorded full academic status are: The short 
period of training for the pioneer librarians 
coupled with internal diversion within the 
profession and failure of committee of University 
librarians (CULNN) to correct the anomalies of 
grading of university librarians as contained in the 
1982 report of Presidential commission on

14



salaries and conditions of service for University 
staff.
As a way forward, University librarians need to be 
operating as truly academic. The endorsement of 
cookey recommendation for multiple University 
librarians, also, the educational curriculum should 
be revised, librarians with good grades should be 
employed; and adopted by Universities of the 
same designatries for their staff.
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Title of Article: Theft and mutilation in academic libraries: A case 
of the Polytechnic Library, Ibadan.

Author: Obikoya, A.

Source Title: Nigerian Libraries

Place of Publication: Lagos Year: 1993-94

Publisher

Collation:

ISSN:

Nigerian Library Association

Volume 27 & 29, Pages 33-41

0029-0122

Subject Headings: Academic Libraries

Keywords: Theft, Mutilation Academic Libraries

Abstract: A sample population of was drawn from students,
lectures and library staff of the Ibadan polytechnic 
to identify the type of library material that are 
misused. The findings show that theft and 
mutilation exist in the polytechnic library, Ibadan, 
and the fewer the number of copies of textbooks 
the greater the rate of theft or mutilation. 
Textbooks, dissertations and reference materials 
are more prone to mutilation due to their demand. 
Open stock system encourages stealing and 
mutilation of library materials. Good library 
security system, adequate training for security 
men and staff and installation of electronic theft 
detectors security systems were among the 
recommendations made for reducing anti — social 
actin libraries.



Title of Article: Managing special collections in a University 
library 1981 -1993

Author: Akinbode, Rahman 0. Onaolapo

Source Title: Nigerian Libraries

Place of Publication: Lagos Year: 1993-94

Publisher: Nigerian Library Association

Collation: Volume 27 & 28, Pages 42 - 50

ISSN: 0029-0122

Subject Headings: Academic Libraries; Serials collection

Keywords: Collection, development Library

Abstract: An appraisal of the documents section of the 
university of Jos library was done after twelve 
years. It showed that staffing situation is optimal.
Collection development has been badly affected 
by the nation’s poor economy. Nevertheless, the 
collection has grown tremendously between 1981 
and 1993. The same trend was recorded in the 
use of materials in the section. Suggestions 
preferred for the future management of 
collections include their separation in order to 
encourage collection building and use and more 
aggressive acquisition drive.



Title of Article: Strengthening Nigerian University Libraries to

Author:
Source Title

Place of Publication
Publisher:
Collation
ISSN:

serve Special Information needs the knowledge 
Age: The River State University of Technology

Ahiauzu, Blessing

A compendium pf papers Presented at the 41st
Annual National Conference AGM of Nigerian 
Library Association

Nigerian Library Association

Year: 2003

Number 7-12, Month Sept., Pages42-48

Subject Headings: Academic Libraries - Nigeria

Keywords: Strengthening; Information needs; Universities
Libraries; River State University of Technology.

Abstract: Technological trends and knowledge age have
transformed the traditional role of the University 
libraries and they are thus faced with challenges 
of providing specialized information needs to our 
Chantal. For instance, the Rivers State University
of Technology library (RSUST) now provides
speed-driven information delivery because of the 
availability of the internet e-library service. This is 
based on the application of computer and its 
derivable services like e-mails, online CD-Rom 
etc. Other special information needs received by
the library chentele include loading and
downloading articles from the internet, creating e- 
mails, world-wide-web addresses etc.
Also in the knowledge age, Library service should 
be customer driven. The customer needs have to 
determine the direction of the library services.
Therefore, just-in-time services model is

thepreferable to just-in-case services. Again, 
nature of inter library loan will also change as 
there will no longer be access limitation. When the 
University library becomes fully operational, it will 
be interconnected with other University and
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research libraries within and outside Nigeria to 
create access to bulk of information in these 
libraries. The greatest challenge to RSUST in this 
regard is in the area of staff skills and collection 
development. Hence, there is the need for 
acquisition of new and varied skills required by the 
new age.



Title of Article:

Author:

Source Title:

Place of Publication:

Publisher:

Collation:

ISSN:

Subject Headings: 

Keywords:

Abstract:

University Education in Nigeria: any roles for 
Librarians?

Nedosa, P S.

Nigerian Libraries

Lagos Year: 1993-94

Nigerian Library Association 

Volume 27 & 28, Pages 66-85 

0029-0122

Academic Librarians

University Education Libraries

Molders of our university education policies need 
to be made aware of the positive roles libraries 
and librarians play in improvement university 
education. Academic librarians can improve their 
image by being in the mainstream of campus 
activities, teaching, researching, writing books 
and giving open lectures on various subject areas. 
They should also cultivate the reading habit and 
read avidly and indiscriminately. They should 
engage their chentele - teaching faculty and 
students in intimate subject conversation, 
bibliographic instructions, as well as answering 
reference enquiries that go beyond the directional 
types.



Title of Article:

Author:

Source Title:

Place of Publication:

Publisher:

Collation:

ISSN:

Subject Headings: 

Keywords:

Abstract:

Fee Charging in Nigeria Academic Libraries: 
Whatjustification.

Ojedokun, AyokuA; Ola, ChristopherO.

Nigerian Libraries

Lagos Year: 1993-94

Nigerian Library Association 

Volume 27 & 28, Pages 56 - 65 

0029-0122

Academic Libraries;

Fee charging Nigeria Academic Libraries

The fundamental principle of rendering library 
services free has been the vogue in librarianship 
for ages. While there are many arguments viz 
economic, political and socio - cultural for fee 
charging in Nigerian academic libraries, there is 
also the need to keep the libraries in functioning 
order. It is recommended that a clear distinction 
be made between generalized library service, 
personalized library services and information 
services, personalized library services and 
information services. While generalized library 
services could be made free, charging could be 
introduced for personalized library services and 
information services.



Title of Article: 

Author: 

Source Title:

A survey of Nigerian University Library Arrearage. 

Ezomo, E. O.

Nigeria Libraries

Place of Publication: Year: 1988-90

Publisher: Nigerian Library Association

Collation: Volume 24, Number 1& 2, Pages 53-63

ISSN: 0029-0122

Subject Headings: Academic Libraries

Keywords: Nigeria University Library; Arrearage situation
Cataloguing survey;

Abstract: The study focuses on arrearages situation in the
cataloguing section of Nigerian University 
libraries. Information was obtained through 
questionnaire, interview and visit to some 
libraries. The investigation revealed the following«
findings:
Many libraries investigated, practiced subject 
specialization while the rest (a lesser percentage) 
do not; majority of the librarians have backlog of 
books at the point of cataloguing and 
classification of books; inadequate staffing 
especially professional staff, typist and library 
assistant, were identified by the majority of the 
library surveyed as the cause of arrearages, while 
a few libraries attributed to poor working 
environment. In most of the libraries, arrearages 
are neither represented in the public catalogue 
nor do they circulate the arrearages in some the 
libraries are books on foreign languages which 
are donated as gift, whereas in other libraries they 
are books without ’cataloguing in publication’ as 
well as books not located in the national union 
catalogue; the arrearages are arranged according 
to accession number order with in subject 
catalogues in many of the libraries surveyed while 
in others arrangement do not follow a specific 
order, access to arrearages is closed in most of



the libraries; majority of the libraries keep daily 
records of books catalogued and classified; 
majority of the libraries usually hold meetings to 
discuss how to handle the arrearages which 
require special treatment while the rest do not.
In the light of the findings, while a little backlog of 
arrearages may be considered healthy, a situation 
where a book remains in the cataloguing section 
for years is in wholesome. Besides, there should 
be emphasis on access to the arrearages as 
practiced at the University of Ibadan. Finally, there 
is need to keep records of performance of staff for 
the purpose of arrangement and correction.
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Title of Article The Impact of Economic Depression on serial 
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Kenneth-Dike Library, University 
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Abstract: The economic depression that hit Nigeria in the 
period 1980/81 - 1991/92 leading to introduction 
of structural Adjustment programme and its 
attendant second-tier Foreign Exchange markets 
(SFEM) and later Inter-Bank Foreign Exchange 
market (IFEM) had great impact on library budget 
particularly Book note. Consequently, upon the oil 
glut in the world market, the revenue accruing to 
the Federal government of Nigeria from the sale of 
oil dropped drastically. This affected allocations to 
the Ministries which in turn affected University 
subventions and library budgets.
With the introduction of SAP and eventual 
devaluation of Naira, aimed at boosting local
production and exports and discouraged
importation, the prices of foreign books and 
journals rose considerably without corresponding 
increase in the allocation of funds. Even when 
book note eventually increased only few journals 
could be subscribed to. Consequently Kenneth 
Dike library had to narrowed subscription to 
priority journal only. The situation had very serious 
effect on serial growth in the library.
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This situation showed not persist because as one 
of the primary sources of information, serial 
publications are the most important cherished 
tools of research. As a way out, there is the need 
to give better expression to Naira in the Inter-Bank 
Foreign exchange market. Again, library 
administrators sowed start to look beyond the 
financial assistance being rendered by some 
organizations particularly the World Bank Book 
project that will soon come to an end.



Title of Article:

Author:

Source Title

Acquisition for maximum Benefits in Libraries 
Issues and challenges.

Essien, Onyekachi N.

Nigerbilios

Place of Publication: Abuja Year: 2007
Publisher

Collation:

ISSN:

National Library of Nigerian

Volume 18, Number 1 &2, Jan.-Dec 
Pages 1-11

0331-0000

Subject Headings: Acquisition (Libraries), Collection Development 
(Libraries)

Keywords: Acquisition, Libraries

Abstract: Acquisition is an important aspect of librarianship
since the strength of a library depends on the 
quality of bibliographic resources acquired. 
Collection development of a library follows 
procedures predetermined by the management of 
the library based on the objectives of the parent 
organization.
Accordingly, every library adopts acquisition 
procedures most suitable to the other institution. 
The acquisition procedures adopted by most 
libraries are: purchase, gifts, legal deposits, 
cooperative acquisition, exchange and internal 
generator which entails written written works of 
individuals of a community organization donated 
to the library.
The acquisition policy which services a guide for 
appropriate collection development is tied to the 
objectives of a particular library. The general 
criteria for acquisition of bibliographic resources 
are: purpose of the library / library chentele, 
credibility of the author, Existing library collection, 
readership and physical quality of a books.
Special subject acquisition librarian should solely 
handle acquisition of bibliographies, while 
acquisition of the resources should be directly
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have by the librarians. The use of book vendors 
should be avoided since they are in the habit of 
exploiting librarians by inflating the prices. 
Effective acquisition policy involves seeking 
chentele opinion, judicious management of funds 
conducting a survey to dertermine the need of the 
chentele and automated acquisition.
Acquisition of bibliographic resource faces 
numerous challenges which include among 
others: inadequate funding and lack of qualified 
subject acquisition librarians. The way forward for 
a more effective acquisition is the review of the 
acquisition policy to suit Nigerian environment as 
well as incorporating electronic publishing.
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Abstract: The Quarterly Journal of Administration published
by the University of Ife for the period of 25 years 
(1966-1991) were analyzed to determine nature 
of publication, authorship and editorial policy. 
Major findings of the study were: (i) Conceptual 
and theoretical characteristic of research in 
administration, (ii) The researches had on the 
whole been individualistic and theoretical as 
contributions were devoid of practical solutions to 
administration and management problems (iv) 
Although contributions were from different 
sectors, Universities had the highest number of 
contributions (v) Seminar lectures contributed the 
highest numbers of articles (vi) Quarterly Journal 
of Administration had one of the best editorial 
policy as membership of the editorial board cut 
across Universities, Federal and State 
governments and the private sector even though 
the Universities had the highest members on the 
board (vii) Editors spend long years in editor to
ensure consistency and continuity.
However there is need for collaborative and 
practical types of research in the area of 
administration in addition to application of ISSN, 
and sending copies for indexing and abstracting 
and publishing in Library and Information science 
Abstracts.
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The Nigerian Stored Products Research Institute 
(NSPRI) established in 1948 with fire functioning 
sub-stations has its library located at its head 
quarters in llorin, Kwara State. The library has 
collection covering different areas of post harvest 
inline with the mandate of its parent organization 
to carry out research into bulk storage problem of 
export commodities and local food crops.
A study of the usage of the library by external 
users from 2001-2005 revealed the following 
findings:' 530 external users mainly from tertiary 
institutions were recorded though some users 
came from distance that is over 1000 kilometers; 
students from University of llorin consistently 
dominated the usage; the library had much more 
male users than female users. Information on 
grains, tree crops, tubers and fruit and vegetable 
mostly sought; majority of the external uses 
experienced satisfaction with information 
obtained: some experienced satisfaction with 
performance of staff but suggested the need to 
improve the condition of the library experience the
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powersupply.
Based on the above findings, there is need for 
stake-holders in Nigerian Educational sector to 
consistently create an atmosphere that will halt 
closure of schools to improve national 
development for decline in the usage of the library 
was noticed from 2003 to 2005 probably due to 
this problem. The significance of the study has in 
the fact that it shows how library can be effectively 
utilized by organizations to continue to national 
development.
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Agricultural information sources and services 
plays a very important role in meeting the 
information needs of agricultural scientist. This 
involves informal person to person services 
particularly the use of gatekeepers as well as 
formal library and information service useful for 
agricultural research.
However, in Tanzania, the person to person 
service through gatekeepers' has not been 
effective whereas developing countries lack 
resources which makes the role of 'technological 
gatekeepers' very essential. Also, agricultural 
scientists cannot obtain information materials 
easily because most of them are published 
abroad and are veun affordable.
Recommendations for improving the situation 
include among others: encouraging the 
'gatekeepers' role co-operation among libraries, 
encouraging local publishers, adequate financial 
support as well as establishment of a national 
documentation centre for agriculture.
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Abstract: Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS),
believed to be a killer disease is caused by human 
virus, HIV which damages the body immune 
system and exposed victims to attack from 
infections and cancers. Although the origin of the 
virus is unknown, it was discovered in the United 
States in 1981. AIDS virus which originally existed 
among isolated people became epidemic as a 
result of migration to urban areas. The disease 
further spread through sexual intercourse and 
contaminated blood.
Consequently, research is being carried out in 
several countries with a view to finding a cure for 
the dreadful disease. A major source of 
information for researchers on AID is the medical 
journals. The journals are so numerous that it is 
necessary to identify the most productive journals 
that are relevant to AIDS research.
The data for this study were obtained from the 
1983 to 1986 issues of Index medicius. The 
findings reveal that: four out of the 273journals 
with 1,959 articles were identified as core journals 
or the most productive journals on AIDS/HIV. 
Therefore medical libraries supporting research 
on AIDS should place top priority on acquiring the 
four journals. Again majority of the journals are 
published in English language. Also, Nigerian 
major medical libraries subscribe to the fore core 
journals. >
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The enthronement of democracy will usher in 
complete Press freedom, resulting in information 
flow for documentation and retrieval services 
within media organization. During the two civilian 
administrations covering the period from October, 
1960 to December 1983, the Nigerian Press 
enjoyed freedom comparable to that of any other 
democratic society in the world. However, the 
country lost this Press freedom with the advent of 
the military who overthrew both governments.
The Nigerian Press suffered oppression underthe 
military as many journalists were victimized. 
Cases in point were Amakiri's case during 
Dietespiff of Rivers State, Tunde Thompson / 
Irabor duribg the Buhari's administration and 
Abacha repressive attitude towards the press to 
the extent that nothing less than 20 journalists 
were caged either with death sentence or life 
imprisonment. The situation restricts access to 
information which contrareness fundamental 
Human Rights.
The news media library is the reference point of 
the media organization as the former exists to 
serve the information needs of the media 
practitioner, who in turn use the medium for under
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Audio-visual Collection,. Federal University of 
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Audio - visual equipment and materials are 
needed in science and technology Libraries like 
the Federal University of Technology, Akure for 
the following reasons, to save costs and preserve 
the information in the libraries’ to provide learning 
and teaching aids; to repackage and store 
information and save spaces in the library. 
Problems of audio - visual collection include 
scarcity; inadequate funding, lack of qualified 
staff; problem of cataloguing and classification; 
conservation; lack of knowledge of use of the 
materials by users and lack of constant electric 
power. Supply. Non — print materials complement 
book collection and are the fastest means of 
communicating knowledge.
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Abstract: Contrary to the expectation that the use of audio­
visuals for instructional teaching would 
revolutionize the teaching profession because of 
the numerous advantages associated with it, what 
obtains today is little use of instructional media in 
schools. The available literature on the use of 
Educational media shows that just as there are 
factors that promote their use, there are obstacles 
to their use. Previous studies identify inhibitors as 
personality of the teacher, lack of experience, 
mode of instruction, lecture load and institutional 
barriers.
In Nigeria in view of inadequacy of education in 
primary and secondary schools, there can be no 
serious use of them. However, there is significant 
use of them at the tertiary level. Hence in order to 
know factors that inhibit their use at this level,
questionnaire was administered to selected
lecturers in two Nigerian Universities - University 
of Ibadan and Obafemi Awolowo University, lle- 
Ife. They are made up of media users and non­
media users. They identified thirteen obstacles 
among which irregular electricity ranked highest. 
Other inhibitors in order of ranking include: cost of
production of instructional materials; non-



availability of materials; inaccessibility of media 
resources; inadequate projection facilities; 
inadequate space; inexperience in media 
(operational constraints) etc. The least factor 
contradicts the claim of early studies that there is 
a relationship between media use and previous 
experience. Further analysis revealed that there 
is no significant difference in problem 
encountered except inadequate electricity supply 
and inaccessibility of media resources.
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The issues of Nigerian Libraries from 1977 to 
1985 were examined for information on 
demographic characteristics of the authors of the 
articles, nature of employment, gender of the 
authors and major topics covered. The study 
revealed the following findings: major 
contributions come from the western zone; male 
authors are much higher than females authors; 
practicing librarians account for highest 
percentage of contributor, followed by small 
percentage of Library educators are high if new 
total number is compared with the actual number 
of practicing librarians. There were no 
contributions from students in library school as 
found in similar journal published abroad.
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A study of three Journals undertaken to identify 
the characteristics of Author's with regard to sex, 
occupation and geographical location reveled the 
following facts; There was preponderance of male 
Author’s which confirmed either finding that men 
dominate Authorship professional Journals (2) 
female authorship published more in one of the 
journals of academic librarianship. This also 
confirmed earlier finding that women tend to 
publish more in specialized library journal 
presumably because of the public or perish 
syndrome (3) As regards occupation of the 
authors, librarian's predominated. This is 
attributable to the fact that the journals surveyed 
were library journals.
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A study carried out on Trans-International Bank 
Headquarters sought to determine the types of 
records available in the bank and how such 
records were being managed.
The findings reveal that the bank keeps 
administrative records such as letters, memos, 
registers, reports, personal files, policy files 
routine correspondence and minutes; as well as 
financial records such as accounts, estimates, 
audit report and financial return. Also, Trans- 
International Bank Headquarters, Ibadan, lacked 
a central authority for all records creation flow and 
storage; records management section, 
professional records manager; non-current 
records; disposition retention schedule; records 
centre; archives and library. The bank provides 
steel filing cabinets, typewriters, photocopy 
machine and computer for creating and 
maintaining records as well as preservation and 
protection facilities. It is recommended that the 
bank established a records management section 
to be placed under the supervision of a 
professional records personnel and a library, 
records centre and archives.
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The opinion of 150 randomly selected publishers 
was surveyed through questionnaire and 
interview with the aim of determining the use and 
use pattern of ISBN and ISSN. Eight Hundred 
(800) monographs and two hundred (200) serials 
were also examined. The findings revealed that 
most publishers applied valid numbers correctly 
on titled page and front cover for ISBN and ISSN 
respectively. Few printers erroneously applied 
them. Promotion was by advertisements and 
workshops by National library. It was suggested 
that the national agency should intensify its 
technical advice and assistance while publishers 
snould make their publications and invalid 
numbers known's.
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Abstract: To ascertain the conservation scene of libraries
and archives in Nigeria, a stratified sample of 
academic, public and special libraries was drawn 
for the study. The sampling frame consisted of 
sixty - three (63) libraries and the national 
Archives it was found that:- (1) only the national 
Archives appear to have restoration facility 
although some academic and public libraries 
claimed to have book bindery as restoration 
facility. (2) There were more academic libraries 
having book bindery than special and public 
libraries (3) None of the libraries employed 
fumigation and deacidification techniques in 
conserving their bibliographic resources (4) 
Besides, none of the libraries except national 
archive employed lamination as a conservation 
method. (5) many of the libraries had only five 
extinguisher as protection against fire while most 
of the libraries used steel - shelves for broke to 
prevent the speed of fire (6) most of the libraries 
claimed to have protection against insect even 
through they did not specify (7) more special 
libraries used air conditioners than academic and 
public libraries comparatively, special libraries 
appeared to be in a more favorable position but 
National Archive of Nigeria appeared to be in the
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most advantageous position of all because the 
institution already have a number of facilities not 
easily available in other libraries. Generally,

inherent factor, external factor and structural 
factor. Possible solutions to this problem include 
among other things: - Having short and long terms 
conservation policy, protection of libraries from 
external factor and good library housekeeping.
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Abstract: Bibliographical inadequacies are noted among
Nigerian authors. Several books studied revealed 
bibliographical reference abuses by Nigerian 
authors of various educational and professional 
background even though those with lower 
qualification are mostly affected. It is observed 
that some of the bibliographical references were 
cited correctly while many others were incorrect. 
Again, the study showed that none of the books 
cited electronic media and internet. The reasons 
for this could be that either the authors do not 
know how to cite these media or the media did not 
come up in their works.
Common errors noted in the bibliographical 
references included placing publisher before 
place of publication and omission of place of 
publication and name of publishers. In view of the 
foregoing, strict adherence to the organization 
and writing of bibliographical references should 
be enforced.
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The evaluation of LC CD-MARK to determine the 
effectiveness of CD-MARK databases in 
cataloguing as an alternative to other information 
sources was conducted at Kenneth Dike Library, 
University of Ibadan with the following findings: 
Cataloguing operation is fastest with the use of 
CD-mark bibliographic databases; there is 
increased output. This shows that the use of CD- 
MARK in cataloguing is far more effective and 
efficient than other information sources such as 
CIP, microfiche etc. Other advantages include 
durability and immunity from attack by insects. 
Even cataloguing expressed preference for LC 
CD-MARK technology.
Based on these findings Librarians with large 
volumes of collection should adopt the use of CD- 
MARK (not necessarily LC CD-MARK) for their 
cataloguing operations.

45



Title of Article:

Author:
Source Title:
Place of Publication: 
Publisher:
Collation:
ISSN:
Subject Headings: 
Keywords:
Abstract:

Bibliographic Analysis of Articles Published in the 
Nigerian Journal of Palms and oil seeds (N JPOS), 
1953-2003
Obasuyi, Luke
Nigerbilios
Abuja Year: 2007
Nigerian Library Association

Volume 18, Number 1&2, Jan.-Dec., Pages42-50
0331-0000
Bibliographic - Methodology, Serial Publication 
WAIFOR, NAIFOR, NJPOS
The Nigerian journal of palms and oil seeds 
(NJROS), a journal of the Nigerian Institute of Oil 
palm research (NIFOR) formally West African 
Institute of oil palm Research (WAIFOR) 
established in 1939, is devoted to providing a 
means of documenting the research work carried 
out at the institute thereby extending the scientific 
knowledge of oil-palm. A review of the articles 
published in the journal form 1953-2003 revealed 
the following pattern of publication: The journal 
though not regular in publication, is a key journal 
in the Palm science in Nigeria ; two hundred and 
fifty-six (256) articles were published by One 
hundred and fifty-three authors, majority of the 
articles have one single author; while few ones 
have multiple authors, which shows lack of team­
work among scientists, whereas collaborative 
work should be encouraged; Article are mainly on 
oil-palm and its related products with focus on 
crop management, crop protection and crop 
improvement; agronomy has the highest number 
of articles, followed by crop protection, while 
design, fabrication and product utilization has the 
lowest number of articles whereas to enhance the 
impact of research work in the institute, these 
should be greater emphasis on product utilization 
to attract impertinent into the sector and thus
boost the Nigerian economy.
To enhance the quality of the journal, the editorial 
board should use the result of this study to do a 
critical appraisal of the journal against the set 
objectives. ___-



Title of Article:

Author:

Source Title:

Place of Publication: 

Publisher:

Collation:

ISSN:

Subject Headings: 

Keywords:

Abstract:

Production of the National Bibliography of Nigeria: 
The Journey so far.

Oghenebrume, B. O.

Nigerbiblios

Abuja Year: 2006

National Library of Nigeria

Volume 17, Number 1&2, 
Pages 140-149

Jan. - Dec.

0331-0000

Bibliography, National- Nigeria

National Bibliographic of Nigeria (NBN); 
Production;

National library of Nigeria got the mandate to 
publish National Bibliography of Nigeria (NBN) 
with the enachment of Decree 29 of 1970 which 
empowered the National library of Nigeria Board 
to assemble all published works in Nigeria. Before 
then the University of Ibadan had been in charge 
of this function on the strength of the 1980 
publication ordinance which required deposit 
within one month of publication of two copies of 
every published book in Nigeria with the librarian, 
University college, Ibadan and also with the office 
of the chief Secretary to the government. 
However the ordinance did not state the extent or 
type of materials to be deposited.
The title has witnessed considerable 
improvement since the National library of Nigeria 
took over the responsibility. These include 
classified arrangement in accordance with Dewey 
Decimal classification with classified subject, the 
Author / title and series index, and subject index. 
There is also provision of library of congress 
classification number, and additional 
classification number for all government 
publications using the National library of Nigeria 
home-made scheme. The institution at present,
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applies computer to its operations using 
computerized Documentation system / 
Integration sets of Information system (CDS/ISIS) 
software package. The NBN is also available on 
computer Disk (CD). Other prominent features of 
the NBN includes new serial titles for a given year; 
list of publishers and printers whose works are 
listed, enabling decree and statistical table.



BOOK DEVELOPMENT

Title of Article:

Author:
Source Title:
Place of Publication:

The role of Book Development Councils in the 
Book Industry: The case of Ghana and Nigeria. 
Alemna, A. A.
Nigerian Libraries

Year: 1987

Publisher: Nigerian Library Association

Collation: Volume23, Number 1&2, Pages44-49

ISSN: 0029-0122

Subject Headings: Book Development Councils: Book Industry and 
Trade.

Keywords: Ghana, Nigeria; Book Development Council; Role

Abstract: Ghana and Nigerian Book Development councils
are set up to promote the production and use of 
books. Accordingly, the development councils 
have recorded a number of achievements 
including organization of book fair in Ghana in 
1977, organization of workshop in Nigeria for 
writers of children's literature, the organization of 
the first Nigerian National congress on books in 
1983, formation of Ghana book Designers and 
illustrators Association and the children literature 
foundation etc. This achievement 
notwithstanding, little success has been recorded 
in the publication of local language materials.
The councils are faced with certain problems 
which impedes their progress. These cut across 
finance, administration and the muribund book 
industry itself. Suggestions for improvement 
include among others : the need for the Book 
Development Councils in the sub-region to 
engage in a joint effort to convince their various 
government to give more support for their 
activities; organizing an intra-African Book 
Exchange system with a view to creating a 
common book market in the region as well as 
engaging in co-publishing.
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BookStock,: Polytechnic Libraries in Nigeria

Polytechnic libraries are set up to support the 
educational programmes of Polytechnic 
institutions in Nigeria. Unfortunately, there are no 
set of standards for the polytechnic libraries. 
Therefore, quantitative book stock standards are 
recommended to serve as a guide towards the 
formulation of authoritative standards for 
polytechnic libraries. In doing this, cognizance is 
taken of the previous attempts at setting 
standards for other types of libraries.
Based on the available data collected from six 
polytechnics representing new and old, a set of 
book stock standards were formulated and 
recommended for further investigation. This 
covers textbooks, periodicals/journals, non-book 
materials and ephemeral materials.
Since non-book materials are varied, quantitative 
requirements could not be prescribed. However, 
Polytechnic libraries are advised to collect those 
ones that are relevant to their respective 
institutions. As for ephemeral materials, they are 
very useful to Fine arts Department and are of 
historical importance. Therefore, libraries of 
Polytechnics with Fine Arts Department should 
endeavour to acquire this materials.
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Abstract: The study was undertaking to examine the 
knowledge-base in cataloguing and indexing and 
to assess their extent of importance for 
strengthening democracy and economic 
development in Nigeria. Using survey method of 
research, opinion of 48 of the 52 cataloguing and 
indexing librarians drawn from 27 libraries in 
Kaduna State were sampled on the 34 statements 
of abilities derived from literature of cataloguing 
and indexing. These included among others: 
ability to read a book technically to gather 
information for cataloguing; ability to apply Anglo- 
American cataloguing Rules of 1978 to 
cataloguing; ability to analyze the subject of 
information sources; ability to use subject 
headings list to assign subject heading; ability to 
apply “see” and “see also” cross reference etc. 
Majority of the listed abilities were concluded 
highly important while a large number of 
respondents considered some abilities as 
moderately important. All abilities listed are highly 
important. It is probable that some of the librarians 
who assess the abilities moderately and less 
important might not have been cataloguing 
regularly. The implication of these findings is that



librarians requires continuing education to 
improve their skill in cataloguing.
As for indexing, five abilities out of the numerous 
ones were identified as highly important. There 
are preparing bibliographic description for index 
entries; preparing keyword entries; being 
consistent in indexing; establishing “see also” or 
related headings; understanding the language of 
the source.
However, there were difference of opinions on the 
issue of preparing types of indexes the use of 
computer for storing and retrieving index entries, 
preparing multiple subject index entries for an 
information source and the use of thesaurus 
whereas these abilities are very essential in other 
important finding was that many librarians did not 
have subject background in the subject of the 
library they are working in.
In conclusion, for librarians to contribute to the 
success of democracy in Nigeria, they should 
provide access to information on various subjects 
through cataloguing and indexing to create and 
informed citizenry.
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Cataloguing

Anglo American Cataloguing Rules (AACR)

Cataloguing is the description of technical 
features of a publication and the subject matter it 
treats, while classification is the arrangement of 
publications to the classes of knowledge they 
belongs. The cataloguing symbols used by 
cataloguers are encapsulated in the Anglo 
American cataloguing rules, and good edition 
(AACR2) and the international standard 
bibliographic description for monographs (ISBD) 
of 1978. Among the advantages of cataloguing 
and classification of library materials are: it 
ensures easy retrievals of materials; it enables the 
library staff to know the contents of a material; it 
helps the library users to locate the materials with 
little or no assistance from library staff.
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In view of various options and problem of general 
and specific nature inherent provision of library 
services, different strategies are adopted to meet 
specific needs of each library in relation to the 
expectation of readership. The university of Benin 
library has had to change its cataloguing and 
classification system because of increase in 
readership and courses. After considering 
environment factors manpower and infrastructure 
facilities, it opted for card catalogue out of several 
options before it. Card catalogue has several 
merits. As shown by catalogue use students, 
highly educated users tend to use author/title 
catalogue to search for known items. This fact 
account for the construction of resent divided 
catalogue in Uniben Library, which was lacking in 
the old catalogue the present card catalogue now 
serves as a reference tool as regards author's, 
editions etc. while the old catalogue of UDC which 
had no entries lacked bibliographic details. The 
sheet list which in some libraries is kept in the work 
-room for only library staff has been retained as 
public catalogue to enhance accessibility to the 
library collection the Uniben library is aware of the 
new trend in library services where card catalogue
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is being replaced with automated system. The 
university library will not be an exception. 
Cataloguing in the Uniben library is practiced on 
subject specialization basic and the adoption of 
AACRZ (record edition) in 1982 paved way for 
international standard bibliographic description 
(ISBD) which previously did not reflect in the old 
catalogue with more effectiveness to the 
catalogue style. Besides, Uniben library in 1976 
abandoned universal decimal classification for 
library of congress classification scheme which it 
used to re classify at holdings.
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Abstract: If books are to have any meaning they must be

related to the young person's personal and social 
needs. Literature can play a major role in guiding 
young people through the developmental tasks of 
adolescence it is a means of understanding 
oneself and experience. For young people to 
discover the full possibilitiesof literature they must 
be encouraged to proceed beyond the first stage 
of reading development. There are of course four 
stages of reading development. The first stage is 
achieved when the reader becomes so involved in• I
his reading that he forgets the labour of reading. 
The second stage of reading is when reading also 
becomes a means for understanding and testing 
one's problem. The third stage is when literature 
becomes the avenue for examining the on - going 
philosophical problems of mankind. The final 
stage is that of aesthetic enjoyment in which the 
readers experience the pleasure in finding the 
worlds exactly right for the ideas they contain. 
Nigerian book ought to meet the needs of young 
people from the pure entertainment to a means of 
understanding one self, to a further state of where 
basic philosophical and social questions are 
addressed and to the enjoyment of works of great 
beauty and complexity. However, there are some 
tittles in Nigerian literature that treat such themes 
that are appropriate to the various level of reading 
development and developmental of tasks of 
adolescence.
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A survey of children recreational reading material 
in selected Nursery / Primary schools in Ibadan 
was conducted with the following findings:
Children read mostly folktales, followed by 
adventures stories, animal and family story 
books, while only few bibliographies, poetry 
school stories and magazines were read. The 
popularity of these reading materials written by 
indigenous authors is an indication that Nigerian 
children are mostly interested in books written 
with Nigerian cultural background as they treat 
familiar themes again. Most recreational reading 
materials are obtained from the library, an 
indication that Nigerian pupils are becoming 
aware of the importance of library. Also, it is 
obvious from the findings that availability of 
appropriate reading materials and right 
opportunity will stimulate recreational reading 
interest of Nigerian children.
Recommendation to stimulate recreational 
reading in the children include among others: 
Provision of adequate reading materials on every 
aspect of children's literature as well as inviting 
and publishing of children's reading materials 
based on familiarthemes.
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Abstract: Bibliographic clarification is concerned with the
analysis and grouping of library materials to 
facilitate arrangement of books on the shelves in a 
manner that will be helpful to users. The DDC was 
based on practical arrangement of the stock of 
Amherst College library where it was adopted in 
1873 and later published in 1876. A major 
weakness of the scheme is the illogical sequence 
of the main classes in the case of social sciences 
(300) History (900) separated by five main classes 
etc. This is more pronounced in respect of 
language and Literature. Besides, the sub­
divisions as well as the phase and intra-facet 
relationship contribute another major weakness. 
Nonetheless viewed from its historical pre­
eminence, DDC made massive relative location of 
books.
The Universal Decimal clarification (UDC) 
scheme (190) was pronounced by the 
international Institute of Bibliography. It has the 
following features: adoption of the Universal 
language of the DDC (Arabic) numerals; uncritical 
adoption of DDC's unscientific sequence of main 
classes and sub-division up to the first low 
section; The scheme also reflects some 
modifications of DDC such as removal of DDC's 
400 lanauaae class to 800 Literature. Hence,
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UDC inherited the inequalities of DDC library of 
congress classification scheme is a local scheme 
of the library which eventually became 
international.
The universe of subjects was arranged on 
departmental basis to suit physical layout and 
service demands of the library. There is absolute 
subordination of Psychology to Philosophy link 
DDC and UDC. Language and literature has more 
detected treatment than any other class. A major 
weakness of the scheme is that some countries 
subject were not adequately catered for. For 
instance for some languages only one member 
can specify the document. Also, there is 
separation between African Literature in 
European languages and literature in indigenous 
languages. The subject analysis of the three 
schemes show that they are based on literary 
warrants of the turn of the century with 
implications for Africana, which further studies 
should examine.
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In Nigeria libraries, it is difficult to as certain the 
relative strength of different parts of collection due 
to scanty information about their stock. There is 
the need for a more detailed records of stocks of 
libraries to enable them develop their collection in 
a more reasonable manner. Recognizing the 
importance of library statistics UNESCO has 
come up with guidelines for collection of library 
statistics covering a area of operation including 
stock. But, the inadequacies in statistics collected 
by Nigerian libraries is traceable to these effort at 
standardization UNESCO statistics focus on 
overall size and growth of a particular collection in 
term of the format of the documents these 
guideline are suitable where important 
consideration for a library is to follow quantitative 
standard or compare library sizes, but are not 
suitable for economy the adequacy or strength of 
a library collection in relation to the needs of 
certain categories of clientele Hence, the need for 
quantitative analysis of different subject areas that 
make up the collection against this background, 
an application of the guidelines for library stock 
and annual record is suggested covering printed 
books, non - book material, official publication 
and special collection furthermore, it is very 
essential for every library to have a stated book 
development policy district from general
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Preservation of newspapers as an important 
source of information is of paramount importance.
They constitute part of Nigerian collection in the 
National Library of Nigeria and covered by legal 
Deposit Act of perhanent, No 29 of 1970. 
Newspaper preservation methods in the 
institution are binding and digitization. They are 
then kept in the newspaper room fumigated 
periodically. Constraints to preservation in the 
National library of Nigeria include: insufficient air- 
conditioning, epileptic power supply, lack of funds 
and modern equipment and lack of personnel. 
Towards enhancing preservation, the institution 
started digitization of its bound newspapers in 
2005, and this covered eleven (11) National 
dailies from December, 2004 to date. The
institution can also embark on microfilming which 
has a number of advantage over digitization: it is a
product of tested technology governed by
carefully crafted National standards which makes 
it to have a life expectancy of 50 years; it does not 

highly sophisticatedrequire the use of
technology; facilitates better to
information and cheaper produce.
Preservation by microfilming and digitization will 
not only enhance preservation of newspapers but 
also conserves space and reduce deterioration.
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Abstract: The Greenstone is digital library software
package designed for documenting, searching
and browsing information. It was developed to
assist users in exploring information and meeting
their knowledge requirements. The software was
developed by the New Zealand Digital library
project, university of Waikato with the support of
UNESCO - pairs and the Human info NGO based I
in Antwerp. The Greenstone is open source
software and its information is accessed by
default through a standard web browser. i
Approach to the system is multilingual. It is
recommended that the National library of Nigeria
should use the Greenstone as a springboard for
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current information services delivery. 1
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Liberty as the hall of democratic culture entails not 
only freedom from oppression but also freedom
from ignorance Hence. Information when
properly packaged and made available for use at 
the appropriate time is a great liberator. Today, 
information is so abundantly available that it is
difficult to manage it for utilization. Therefore, 
Librarian need to design a database for his library 
taking advantage of development and application
of computer in information management
database is generally structured so that it can be
retrieved automatically. There is computer
software which a programme with a high level 
language and enabled a range of computer 
operations.
Designing a database requires adherence to the 
provisions of AACR2. The steps in database 
design process include among other things 
determination of purpose and requirements of the 
database, determination of overall structure and 
components of the file. This leads database 
management which involves overall planning, 
organization, controlling and overseeing the 
entire macro-system for easy retrieval and 
utilization since database is of no value if it fails to
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provide cost effective easy access to information. 
The system librarian owes a duty to put in place a 
strong and reliable information system that can 
man bibliographic database for provision of 
relevant and timely information for library users.
In database management, attention must be 
given to security of the database which implies 
restricting access to certain files through a
password; updating of the database and users 
service.
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Database system is a computerized record­
keeping system whose overall purpose is to
maintain information and make available on
demand. The database management software 
serves as the vehicle for accessing information 
from the database. Database management in the 
library sector entails information storage and 
retrieval through computer system. The 
Introduction of information and communication 
technology is having impact on library and 
information services including the catalogue, 
which now serves as gateway to the universe of 
information resources. Some of the products of 
ICT that can be utilized include internet, electronic 
mail, World-wide-web. Database was created in 
the National Bibliographic Department (NBCID) of 
the National of Nigeria in2002 using CDS/ISIS
library software. There is another software - 
PUBL used for Nigerian ISBN publishers' 
Directory. The information is well organized for
users needs.
Problems associated with application of ICT in the 
department which militates against effective
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database management range from insufficient 
computers, inconducive working environment, 
lack of network to lack of internet facilities, 
irregular electricity supply and lack of thorough 
training. The way forward include provision of 
adequate infrastructure, management support 
collaboration of Nigerian libraries with Ministry of 
Education and National Universities commission 
as well as adequate staff training.
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General Abdul Salam transition’s programme not 
only epitomized an excellent study of how to 
create a democratic culture but also provide the 
press the golden opportunities to contribute 
positively to the creation and sustaining of a 
democratic culture. The transition programme 
ushered in an elected democratic government 
through a free and fair election. Both the INEC and 
the Judiciary performed creditably. However this 
was not the case with the politicians who formed 
29 political associations out of which three were 
eventually registered. While the PDP conducted 
its Presidential primaries properly, the other two 
political parties' primaries were devoid of due 
process.
Judging from the performance of the Press in 
respect of their coverage of the political event, it 
barely passed the test of accuracy and fairness. 
This is because their reports of the election 
process and sharia issue were inaccurate and 
misleading. The preponderance of news related 
was influenced by sentiments rather than reason. 
For the Press to play the key role in creating and 
sustaining culture of democracy in Nigeria, it must 
shun ethnic, sectional and religious bias in 
reporting politics and other issues. In addition, the 
Press should adopt healthy criticisms in opposed 
to cynism.
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Abstract: Distance learning is aimed as serving as an
alternative to those who may not gain admission 
into the Universities of their choice. Advances in 
Information and communication technology (ICT) 
provides opportunity to enhance the academic 
programme. It is a paradigm shift from physical to 
Virtual classrooms. The contributions of library 
services to the effective implementation of quality 
education in the country is the greatest challenge 
that libraries will have to contend with especially 
National Library of Nigeria. All National library 
functions are associated with distance education 
programme. The institution has made some 
progress in FCT in order to enhance its services to 
its clientele. In considering ICT facilities in place at 
the Institution, there should be more emphasis on 
training of more professional staff to further create 
an enabling environment foe more users to have 
access to adequate information at the appropriate 
time. The institution faces the challenges of digital 
library services which revolves around provision 
of electronic reading materials for wide 
consultation, creation of databases, networking 
and packaging of all its operation and services to 
facilitate accessibility to distance learners. The 
National Open University of Nigeria and other
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parent Universities that run distance education 
programme should embark on library co­
operation and information resource sharing to 
ensure its success. Besides the concerned 
institution must device strategic logistics and 
modalities for development of ICT to enhance 
electronic learning for distance education 
programme.
In view of the bearing of the functions of National 
library of Nigeria on distance learning the 
institution should be well funded to accomplish its 
objectives.
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The virtual library system is a product of 
Information and communication Technology (ICT) 
revolution which has impacted greatly on library 
services. It is a technique of virtual Reality 
whereby the user is transferred to a distant library 
outside his immediate environment without 
physical movement. Creating a virtual library 
involves various steps notably digitization of 
bibliographic resources after obtaining copyright 
law.
Creation of websites, electronic catalogue 
involving the use of netdata. The new innovation is 
nothing but a seamless extension of traditional 
library services. For instance the establishment of 
Virtual National Library of Nigeria would enable a 
global access to the rich resources and services 
of Nigerian Apex Library.
The development of Virtual library system is of 
immense benefits to Nigeria. It is a means of 
bridging the digital divide between it and 
developed countries. There is also prospects of 
skill improvement for Nigerian Librarians, 
enhanced educational and collection 
development etc. The numerous benefits 
notwithstanding it is fraught with a number of 
challenges such as huge financial implication, 
ownership/licensing and costs.
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Digital Libraries
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Digitizing Library.
Libraries are society's repositories of knowledge. 
Unlike the ancient libraries which were available 
to only a small minority of literate people, 
progressive librarians of the 20th century have 
embraced the idea of open-access library which is 
widely adopted in English speaking countries, 
marking the beginning of free access to the 
contents of library by all originally intended for 
storage and preservation, libraries have placed 
more emphasis on users and information 
exchange. An important aspect of this information 
revolution is the concept which is the process of 
turning a piece of information into binary digits. 
This has led to the development of digital libraries 
with unprecedented demand for storing, 
organizing and accessing information. Digital 
libraries rely on technology to provide information 
services.
Benefits of Digital libraries include: Preservation 
of rare and fragile objects, easy retrieval of books 
and space conservation. Process of digitization 
includes planning, selection, production, storage 
and Retrieval / Display. Digital libraries are 
libraries without wall but they need boundaries 
because the notion of collection implies 
boundaries. Despite its advantage digitization is 
not without its challenges. However the adoption 
and provision of digital information in Nigeria will 
facilitate resource sharing among institutions and
serve many more users.
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Abstract: There is the need for students to acquire
Document-level literacy skills to enable them 
access credible information from the numerous 
information on the web, some of which are 
apocrypha. These are ways of thinking and 
reasoning about a document in order to ascertain 
its credibility. These include integration, sourcing, 
corroboration and search. Integration is the 
construction of a mental representation of a 
situation that consolidates the new information 
with the information one already has. This may 
involve reconciling inconsistent and conflicting

• I information.
Sourcing is the skill of gathering information about 
a source and using it to form conclusions about its 
credibility. This includes information about the 
credentials of the author and the document itself. 
Corroboration involves ascertaining the credibility 
of an information by consulting some other 
available information or documents. Search 
requires both awareness of and skill in using 
specially designed tools to access relevant 
information from the web.
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The above mentioned skills which are easily 
applicable to printed materials are also needed for 
accessing web information but this is difficult 
because of the nature of web documents. This 
problem need to be taken into account when 
designing Web sites to enable web-users 
particularly by students who utilize these skills. 
Therefore the suggested guidelines will enable 
web-site designers towards making their sites 
conducive to application of documents level 
literacy skills.
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Documentation
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Research & Development Department

Research and development department of the 
National Library of Nigeria offers documentation 
services whereby abstract and indexes are 
complied and disseminated with the view of 
fulfilling the functions of both information retrieval 
and announcement however, in order to achieve 
these objectives, certain hurdles will have to be
overcome These include development of
information and communications infrastructure, 
(2) human resources development (3) inadequate 
finance (4) promotion of cooperation among all 
the stake holders and appropriate .government 
strategies.
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Editing

Index Editor; Expressive Communication

Index Editing as an aspect of extreme 
communication is brain testing and requires 
specialized knowledge and skills. To perform the 
job effectively, an index Editor needs some form of 
long training and practice moreso the application 
of ICT to the job has complicated it. Hence, the 
need for perfect manual method of compiling and 
editing the index.
For the indexer, the element of the index is his 
focus whereas an index Editor is interested in the 
extent to which the manipulation of those 
elements conform with the rules and regulation of 
the job.
The editorial issues in indexing include: the 
effectiveness of the index; the deadline for its 
completion; working within number of quern 
pages; observing publishers in-house style; 
observing rules and regulations governing the job; 
maintenance of factual accuracy; effective 
presentation of read ability of the index and 
marking up of the materia, for printing.
For effectiveness of an index Editing job, the 
synopsis of some of the elements of an index and 
their arrangement include; the relevance of 
subject heading and sub-headings; ensuring that 
vital elements of an index such as nouns and 
adjectives e.t.c. are appropriately manipulated,



appropriate inversion, preparation of sub-entries, 
correct punctuation, specific page reference, 
consistency in alphabetization, correct 
hierarchical order respect of several number of 
royalty, proper use of hyphen etc.
The role of users in editing cannot be over 
emphasized because they usually point out error 
in an index leading to the publication of errata. 
This implies that index editing is a job for all.
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The available literature on the use of the 
educational radio programmes as learning 
resources in Nigeria schools has shown that very 
little use is being made of the valuable learning 
resource materials in the secondary schools. 
Therefore a study was conducted to establish the 
relevance of the educational radio programmes 
for secondary schools to the syllabus on each 
subject - an important factor of usage. It is also to 
find out the reason for non-use of the educational 
radio programmes in the 29 selected secondary 
schools in Ibadan. Data were collected through 
the use of questionnaire.
Majority of the respondents agreed that the radio 
programmes provide authentic, accurate and 
current information in the subjects on which they 
are produced. Almost all the teachers agreed that 
the contents of the radio programmes are relevant 
to the secondary schools subject curriculum.
But majority of the teachers disagreed that the 
educational radio programmes are perfect 
substitute for their classroom teachings.
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However, both the teachers and students that 
were not using the radio programmes gave 
reasons for non-use i.e. lack of equipment, lack of 
information about the programmes, absence of 
schedule for listening to the programmes on the 
school time-table etc. To enhance the use of 
educational radio programmes as learning 
resource material for teaching the secondary
school syllabus, adequate information about the*
programmes should be provided.
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Digitalization
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Strengthening Information.
The University system library plays a very 
important role in the University system. The 
university library stocks variety of information 
materials in order to support research and 
academic activities of the university. However, this 
role of the university library has suffered a setback 
because of the dwindling funding which started 
with the introduction of structural Adjustment 
programme in the 1980s. Since then the funds 
allocated to the libraries are no longer enough to 
meet their requirements. Therefore, given the 
limited funding available to university librarians in 
Nigeria, and escalating costs of print materials, 
the time has come for university libraries to adopt 
electronic information network through formation 
of library consortium. This will enable them to 
provide digital information to supplement their 
information provision. The two main advantages 
of a consortium are reduction in costs and sharing 
of information resource available to all members 
of the consortium.
The consortium appropriate for Nigeria is the one 
that will link all the Federal and state owned 
Universities with a coordinating center at National 
universities commission, Abuja.
For the effectiveness of the consortium it must be 
supported by efficient infrastructure. ____
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Abstract: A study on the acceptability of CD-ROM

/

technology in information retrieval by end-users at 
Kenneth Dike library, University of Ibadan was 
carried out with the following findings:
The CD-Rom technology is used mostly by the 
Post-graduate students followed by 
undergraduates; users expressed a high level of 
satisfaction with literature searching and resolved 
to use it again if necessary; However, some of the 
respondents, despite the high level of satisfaction, 
still expressed the need for printed indexes and 
abstracts although this is not an indication of 
preference of print over CD-Rom. This, according 
to the respondents is necessary to fill in the years 
not covered by the CD-Roms. It should be noted 
that a previous study carried out in this regard 
suggested updating of CD-Rom searching with 
online availability in order tom present current
information to researchers.
Again many users feel there is the need for 
provision of full-text of the articles because the 
abstracts are considered insufficient.- I
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Inclusive Education

Libraries Inclusive Education, handicapped

Inclusive education is a school system that brings 
both handicapped and the normal children under 
one school programmed with occasional 
assistance from other professionals which include 
the librarians. The role of librarians in inclusive 
education is to lend support in the following ways. 
Provide accommodation, adjustable equipment, 
and reading materials, improvisation of materials 
where a library cannot afford braille books, 
provided smart view processor and 
telecommunication devices for the deaf (TDD) etc
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Abstract: Nigeria library criticism is not adequately catered
for by the library of congress list of subject 
heading since it was consulted with American 
user in mind whereas is a subject of serious study 
in Nigeria Universities. Hence some of the library 
of congress subject headings for Nigerian 
literatures are not suitable. High system 
performance yielding higher recall and precision 
ratios cannot be achieved through the use of 
those headings for optimal service. The library of 
congress list of subject headings may not satisfy 
the needs of a Nigerian student or scholar working 
in the area of Nigerian library criticisms. Its 
demonstrated inadequately in this area in 
symptomatic of its general inadequacy in the area 
of African studies and it is therefore inadequate as 
indexing tool in a Nigerian research library, these 
is the need for modifications and revisions for 
more efficient subject indexing in Nigeria libraries. 
A further study and control of terms listed could be 
rewarding and may yield a better schedule of 
indexing terms.
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Information Booking; Information Services
Communication, Information.
Information booking is primarily concerned with 
the provision of information services by an 
individual or organization. It involves message 
construction and message transfer which takes 
place between the information broker and its 
client in another formal communication setting. 
Feedback from the client is important in 
information broking as it determines 
communication process effectiveness. 
Information broking is very important as 
individuals and organizations depend on 
information for their daily activities. Hence, 
information acquisition and utilization have 
become important management concerns. 
Although information brokers come from all types 
of educational and professional backgrounds, the 
business is firmly rooted in the library profession. 
It is therefore not surprising that it is dominated by 
people with professional backgrounds in library 
science or information science. A lot of 
opportunities await librarians in Nigeria in this 
connection.
However, inadequate knowledge of setting or 
circumstance in which information services are 
rendered could hinder effective participation of 
librarians in information broking services. 
Information broking as a communication process 
requires possession of skills to handle elements 
and ingredients that make up the communication 
process: Source, channel, receiver, noise and 
feedback.
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Information and Communication Technology
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A survey of the state of information and 
communication technology in Nigeria libraries 
was carried out so as to know the progress made 
so far by libraries in this area. For the purpose of 
this study, 50 libraries were selected using 
stratified sampling method. The result showed 
that:- (1) There were slightly more 
paraprofessional than professionals but more 
professionals were computer literate (2) some of 
the staff became computer literacy through 
Institutional sponsorship, while the rest acquired 
computer literacy through on the job training (3) 
window 98 was still the most popular operating 
system while printers were still the most popular 
peripheral (4) The main a of service was the online 
public access catalogue (OPAC) while the use of 
computer in certain area of ICT such as E- mail etc 
was still at its loveable (5) The number of 
computer was in adequate (6) A major problem 
faced by libraries in the utilization of ICT was 
unreliable electricity supply (7) Many libraries 
have not networked their operations (8) Most 
libraries had no regular budgets for their ICT



pregame (9) A host of libraries have no 
maintenance arrangement for their ICT 
equipment. These findings notwithstanding, the 
study did not support the view that librarian had 
negative attitude towards ICT as majority of the 
libraries claimed to find computer very useful for 
library services. On the whole the study revealed 
that many libraries were yet to achieve full 
implementation and utilization of ICT.

85L



Title of Article:

Author:

Source Title:

Place of Publication: 

Publisher:

Collation:

ISSN:

Subject Headings: 

Keywords:

Abstract:

The Information Needs of Academic Staff in Non. 
University Technological Based Tertiary Libraries 
in Benue State.

Jam.Zauwa

Nigerian Libraries

Year: 1992

Nigerian Library Association

Volume 25 & 26, Number 1-4, Pages 21-34 

0029-0122

Information Sources.

Information needs, Academic Staff; Non- 
University Libraries; Benue State.

A survey of the information needs of academic 
staff of two institutions in Benue State was 
conducted. These are colleges of Agriculture, 
Youdef established in 1926 and Benue State 
Polythecnic Ugbokolo. The schools are the only 
ones in Benue State that offer programmes at 
National and Higher National Diploma levels. 
Information was obtained through the use of 
questionnaire supported with unscheduled 
interviews and observations. The findings show 
that information needs are mostly job related as 
most respondents indicated that they needed 
information to carry out job oriented activities 
information to aid teaching and Research top the 
list. The library constitute the highest used 
medium followed by mass media. Periodical and 
journal constitute the major information materials 
used followed by books. Next is Newspapers and 
magazines. Government documents and 
unpublished files constitute the lowest material 
collected as they are few in the libraries. A major 
problem in seeking information materials is lack of 
relevant information materials in the libraries. This 
is probably due to the young age of Agriculture 
college library and the fire disaster at Ugbokolo
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Polytechnic. Next is lack of information 
technologies. This is a pointer to the fact that 
information seeking behavior of academic staff is 
affected by the information sources available to 
them.
These and other problems including suggested 
improvement to information delivery services 
should be noted for improvement in library 
services.
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Abstract: In the networked world, the librarians work is to
locate, access, adapt information produced 
globally to locate needs. Nigerian university 
librarians need to be both computer and 
information literate to assume their changing role. 
Without appropriate infrastructure facilities, 
equipment, and staff expertise, the task is 
impossible. Therefore, a change mindset; self 
help projects; working with ICT champions; 
aggressive research and having a library public 
relations unitwill help in solving the problems.
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Abstract: In order to examine the information needs and use
by the post-graduate students of the University of 
Abuja, an empirical data on information seeking 
behavior was collected from 282 out of 299 
students of the institution. It was found that: the 
most frequently used sources of locating desired 
information were card catalogue land scanning of 
journal articles; while the least frequently used 
were indexes and abstracts in print. Most Post­
graduate students lacked adequate knowledge of 
how to use available information sources and 
basic retrieval skills; students need guidance and 
regular library instruction.
Recommendations based on the above findings 
included restructuring of the library instruction 
syllabus to include basic skill in information 
retrieval, creation of awareness on the available 
services and orientation on information search 
tools.
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Abstract: A technical article is an organized presentation of 
facts and data intended to inform, educate and 
assist the reader in the importance of his job. 
involves material of a specialized nature, meant 
for a specific reading group. Technical writing

testcovers assembling instruction manual, 
performance evaluation report, experimental
studies report
technical

and
papers

book manuals. Writing
lead to improved job

performance, wider market for library science 
journal and boost in the image of the library and 
information science profession.
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Libraries and education enhances democracy. 
This explains why democratized nations have 
well-developed library. For a democratic culture to 
be cultivated and sustained, appropriate 
information must be harnessed and disseminated 
at the appropriate time to appropriate users who 
comprises a number of tiers and various 
components such as Federal, State, local 
government etc. There exist various kinds of 
library to serve the various groups.
Considering the fact that school library is the 
foundation on which all other libraries are built, it 
follows flet democratic institution and awareness 
should be imbibed at this early stage to ensure the 
institutionalization of democratic culture not only 
within the four walls of the classrooms but through 
self-education in the library. The school library has 
often been refered to as centre of intellectual 
activities, but regrettably the ideal is far from being 
attained in Nigeria as school libraries have 
suffered neglect from successive governments. 
However, with the inauguration of Universal Free 
Primary Education Scheme (UPE), libraries are 
already being in corporate into new primary 
schools being set up.



Information literacy for all is very essential to the 
functioning of a democracy. The onus therefore, 
rests on the school librarian also known as 
Teacher-Librarian to empower learners to be 
creative and constructive users of information 
since schools that excel in academic content are 
those ones in which information literacy is 
incorporated into school programme. This 
requires the development of literacy in three 
essential dimensions: connecting, interacting and 
utilizing.
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The success of democracy depends on the active 
participation of the people from whom it derives its 
power. People need adequate and accurate 
information about events and actions that affect 
them, such as social norms, civic duties etc. A 
popular government must have popular 
information or means of acquiring it.
A democratic government owes a duty to carry the 
people along through content communication, 
which can only be achieved through effective use 
of machinery of information dissemination and 
public enlightened programmes.
A greater number of Nigerian populace are 
illiterates and poor and without access to either 
print or electronic media, yet the people could be 
mobilized to support government publicized 
programmes for social change through good 
orientation and well planned communication 
efforts.
The young democracies ought to borrow a leaf 
from successful democracies in other part of the 
world where emphasis are placed on awareness 
through public information and social education.
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Many types of library services are common to the 
three areas of government namely legislative, 
executive and judiciary. The services include: 
reference service; current affairs, bibliographies 
and reading lists; abstracting services; research 
services indexing services and noter - up 
services. There is need to educate the decision 
makers on the use of library and information 
services for national development. Also the 
Nigerian library association should take up this 
challenge by organizing seminars, symposia for 
legislators, and other specialized groups, this will 
help to project the body of the association to the 
public at large and to specialized sector.
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The recent Political development in Nigeria has 
necessitated the need for politicians and the 
electorate alike to be provided with information 
resources to perform optimally in order for every 
citizen to grow in the politics of the land through 
either formal or self-education. Documentation of 
political evolution in Nigeria is equally essential. 
The various kinds of libraries in educational 
institutions in Nigeria should be well-equipped 
with information resources including those of 
social and political processes with a view to keep 
the citizens abreast of government activities. 
Therefore there is need for inclusion of civic 
education in the curriculum in accordance with 
one of the objectives of Universal Basic Education 
(UBE) programme launched in 1999 which is 
ensuring acquisition of appropriate level of 
literacy, numeracy, manipulative, communicative 
and life skills as well as ethical, moral and civic 
values needed for a laying a solid foundation for 
life-long learning. In the same view, civil education 
should be included in the curriculum of tertiary 
institutions in Nigeria under aegis of General 
studies and should be made core course for 
students.
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Public libraries should do more by creating 
democratic awareness through dissemination of 
civil education if possible in the language of the

to samecommunity. Librarians established 
specialization/ percussion makes in various fields 
especially those attached to various level of 
presidential systems of government as practiced 
in Nigeria should place more emphasis on access 
to information with relevant technologies than 
collection to enhance decisions that will improve 
the general well-being of the public. Libraries 
generally ought to make political activities known 
as well as assisting people and political leaders to 
be alive to their responsibilities.
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In view of the major changes in the general 
information environment as a result of 
acceleration of knowledge, there is need for 
arrangement that will enable people to have fresh 
information before they need it as well as skills for 
the new millennium. The basic mishap of the 
library is to provide access to information that 
people need to enable them to perform effectively. 
However, there are anxieties about the status of 
the library and librarians especially in the USAand 
Western Europe due to advances in information 
and communication technology which makes 
information much more accessible to people. 
Hence, the prediction that books and libraries will 
no longer be relevant. Contrary to popular 
opinions, such anxieties have not proved justified 
because the opinion polls conducted revealed 
that libraries would still be relevant in future as 
paper collections still make up the vast majority of 
library collections even in the technological 
advanced countries.
Nevertheless, it is obvious that advances in 
information and communication technology have



had great effects on library and have provided 
powerful new instruments for librarians and other 
professionals to be more professional. ICT has 
influenced the development of online catalogue, 
creation of databases, internet and online 
searching.
These developments notwithstanding, librarian 
are still relevant as knowledge navigators and 
evaluators as they are needed to sift through the 
large amount of unsorted and unverified 
information. Therefore, the most essential skill 
required is probably knowledge of computer and 
ability to analyze one's environment. Other skills 
required are elementary programming of one or 
two languages, project management etc. The 
situation calls for constant researching and 
retooling to keep pace with changing times.
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Information is a vehicle for successful governance 
in a democratic culture. Therefore for democracy 
to thrive in Nigeria, it must be information driven as 
information is needed to accomplish the goals of 
democratic governance. The telecommunication 
technology via the computer especially the 
internet has enabled global communication and 
improved access to information for various 
purposes e.g. strategic planning, National 
security, Manufacturing etc. Against this 
background, it has become imperative for the 
Nigerian Government to launch National 
Information Infrastructure (Nil) to facilitate access 
to information.
However, the provision and application of 
communication infrastructure requires 
formulation and application of standards in the 
international, national and local levels, as well as 
Standard in libraries, telecommunications, 
database construction and information retrieval. 
This will cover three areas: networks database 
construction and information retrieval.
Both academic and research libraries in Nigeria 
should play a leading role in the formation of 
library standards for electronic transfer. 
Furthermore, the contributions of private sector, 
state and local governments, the federal 
government and NGOs are essential towards the
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successful implementation of the National 
Information Infrastructure to serve the nation's 
education and long life needs. Hence, Nigerian 
Government will have to build virile partnership 
with various sectors such business, labour etc.
To this end the Nigerian Government should 
establish a coordinating inter-agency Information 
Infrastructure to work with the private sector to 
propose initiatives that will accelerate the 
deployment of National Information 
Infrastructure.
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GOVERNMENT LIBRARIES
z

Title of Article:

Author:
Source Title:
Place of Publication
Publisher:
Collation:
ISSN:
Subject Headings: 
Keywords:

Abstract:

The Role of Information Services in Goverment 
Libraries in a Democratic Culture.
Uche, G.A.
A compendium Libraries presentations

Year: 1999
Nigerian Library Association 
Month May, Number 8-1 Pages 32-44J

Government Libraries - Information Services
Democratic Culture, Government Libraries, 
Information Services NIDOC.
Government libraries are naturally vehicle of 
democratic culture in view of their role of providing 
access of government functionaries to all types of 
materials that contain vital information required 
for responsive government and speedy national 
development. Although many government 
libraries are involved in the provision of essential 
services, only few are turning out the expected 
large number of high quality information 
resources regularly to meet the information needs 
in several areas. Nevertheless, a few libraries 
endeavor to provide scanty relevant information 
services. One of these is the National library of 
Nigeria which has as one orits departments 
National Information and Documentation Centre 
(NIDOC) established with the aim of ensuring 
effective information gathering, and 
disseminating information to researchers and 
policy-makers.
Government libraries should play the role of 
positive gate-keepers because the era of passive 
librarianship is over. Besides the traditions library 
services, their services must include adoption of 
market strategy such as repackaging of 
information in CD-Roms, Research and 
Development services and electronic facilities, 
quality collection with emphasis on original 
documents, create awareness including selective
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dissemination of information, indexing and 
abstracting services, education on how to use 
library resources as well as sensitizing policy 
makers about collection available so that they can 
be utilized. The issue of securing improved 
funding for libraries from Government must be 
taken seriously by Association of Government 
Librarians (AGOL) and Chief Executives of 
Government Libraries.
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Government Libraries
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Government libraries which are established to 
serve government functionaries in the ministries 
and extra ministerial departments originated in 
the 1880's when one was established in Lagos. 
This increased in number between 1880's and 
1936. During this period, government libraries 
played custodian roles because of the low level 
technology. The situation changed and improved 
in the 1970's with the coming of graduate 
Librarians into the civil service. This led to the 
upgrading of the government libraries with 
improvement in the quality of services. However, 
government libraries suffered a setback as from 
1991 when the nation’s headquarters was 
relocated from Lagos to Abuja was lost as most 
ministries made no provision for their libraries. 
Besides, government libraries are faced with quite 
a number of other problems which worsened an 
already bad situation. Government at various 
level should pay utmost attention to the 
development of government libraries towards 
creating enabling environment for better quality 
services.
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Government Libraries Knowledge base 
Government Libraries, Democratic Culture. 
Government libraries are established to serve the
information needs of their parent organizations - 
the three arms of government as well as Federal, 
State, and local government towards ensuring the 
success of a democratic culture. Therefore, the 
knowledge base of library service is very crucial to 
provision of library and information services to the 
three arms of government. This are associated 
with library stock which are mainly internal and 
international government documents such as 
reports, memorabilia, policy papers, reference 
material.
The knowledge base which can further be 
conceptualized the degree of knowledge of such 
service depends on the experience acquired 
overtime as well as the ability to use techniques of 
information technology to retrieve the stored 
information for users.
Funding of libraries has not been adequately 
catered for in the various National Development
Plan to the extent that the National Library of 
Nigeria can only boast of few prototype branch 
libraries.
Furthermore, library service has been relegated 
to the background in the civil service and has lost 
key role in decision making processes yet Library 
service in the various ministries and extra- 
ministerial department has constructed success 
of policies and programmes of the Federal
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government.
Present problem affecting effective library 
services delivery in public service includes, 
among others: Poor funding and non-provision of 
indexing and abstracting services. Government 
libraries should be repositioned, in accordance 
with 1999 constitution, to serve the government 
with both current and retrospective information 
including information on events of other countries 
of the world especially those operating 
Presidential system of government.
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Governments documents are publications of 
various organs of government issued periodically 
to keep the citizenry abreast of government 
activities. They are reference materials and 
cannot be taken out of the library for consultation. 
They constitute primary source of information on 
government activities, Government documents 
are not easy to acquire simply because there is no 
policy guidelines on the publishing and 
distribution to government institutions. There are 
no libraries in the country that can boast of a 
complete collection of government documents 
including the National Library of Nigeria that 
acquire these materials through legal deposit. 
This is due to lack of proximity to government 
printers non-availability of regular list of current 
government publication and non-existence of 
central body for their distribution.
Sometimes, some of these publications are 
contracted to private printers who fail to eplezon 
the crest or coat of arms on them. National library 
of Nigeria acquire governments documents which 
stipulates punishments for defaulting private 
publishers without extending it to Government



parastatals agencies.
Government documents are processed 
technically. However, the clarification schemes in 
use - library of congress and Deliey Declined 
clarification do not adequately cater for Nigerian 
government documents. Hence, some libraries 
including National library of Nigeria are compelled 
to developed home-made clarification schemes 
for documents. Problem associated with the 
management of government documents in the 
institution is lack of currency of the materials.
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Abstract:

World summit information society

A world summit on informational society was 
organized by the international community to take 
place in two phases: phase 1: held 8th - 12th 
December, 2003 in Geneva, Switzerland; phase ii: 
scheduled to come up 16th — 18th November, 
2005 in Tunis. The focus of the summit is to look at 
the global society in which the emancipation of the 
human being is in part related to the possibility of 
communicating and exchanging information.
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Knowledge Management.
Knowledge Management; National Development, 
Globalization.
Knowledge is vital to development. Hence, the 
need for proper knowledge management for easy 
access. This cannot be achieved without access 
to the right information. However, advances in 
ICTs has necessitated the need to access all 
types of knowledge for success of all 
organization. This has become more important 
than before as the modern world economy is 
increasingly becoming knowledge based. 
Globalization has provided opportunities for 
global marketing with the world thus becoming a 
competitive market place that depends on the 
availability of instant quality and relevant 
knowledge of diverse areas for success of an 
organization.
The basic factor in knowledge management is the 
encouragement for information / knowledge 
sharing capabilities for over-all performance. 
Survival of organizations depends on how they 
could survive as corporate entity rather than as 
individual entities. The ability of organizations to 
succeed in knowledge management for national 
developments hinges on certain frameworks of 
action. These include the design and 
development of knowledge Portal (KP); 
automated internal knowledge repositories;



virtual domestic knowledge repositories network 
server to be connected to global virtual 
repositories as well as employing professionally 
experienced journalists / scouts for sourcing and 
acquisition of relevant knowledge assets. 
Similarly, strategies that will ensure success of 
organizations in knowledge management have 
been proposed.
Nations, particularly developing nations should 
make deliberate efforts to ensure increased 
access to knowledge know-how and knowledge 
know-why in addition to reviewing the curricula of 
library and information science programmes to 
include knowledge management.

»
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Subject Headings: Information Technology; Topology

Keywords: ICT, School Network, Research Tool.

Abstract: The appropriate Information and communication
(ICT) tool that facilitate effective service delivery 
include computers, digital camera, scanners, 
prints, mobile phones units WAP. The numerous 
benefits of ICT has induced information scientists 
to come to terms with the use of ICT for managing 
information. Adding a communication channel 
such as a NETWORK extends the capability of 
computer and its peripherals. Network are of 
various kinds e.g. Local Area Network (LAN, 
Metropolitan Area Network (MAN), Wider Area 
Network (WAN) and Internet. There is also school 
network set up within a school primarily for the 
purpose of resource sharing.
Another thing about network is physical topology 
which refers to the configuration of cables, 
computers and peripherals e.g linear Bus, star- 
wired ring and tree. Besides these, there is logical 
topology which is the method used to pass 
information between work-stations. The internet 
offers a variety of tool such as professional user 
groups, E-mail facilities, search tools, Virtual
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private Network (VPN) and websites.
Considering the usefulness of ICT for research 
and Information management, there is need for 
great emphasis on the ability of professionals to 
use some of these equipment effectively. To this 
end, a basic skill in computer application will be 
useful in enhancing professional output and 
quality of service. National library of Nigeria 
should therefore pay greater attention to training 
of staff on ICT application.

112



Title of Article:

Author:

Source Title:

Place of Publication: 

Publisher:

Collation:

ISSN:

Subject Headings: 

Keywords:

Abstract:

Application of Computer Technology to 
Circulation of the Federal University of 
Agriculture, Abeokuta.

Babafemi, G. O. and Adedibu, L. O.

Nigerbilios

Abuja Year: 2007

National Library of Nigeria

Volume18, Number 1&2, Jan.-Dec.
Pages 23-32

0331-0000

Information Technology
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In view of the fact that application of computer is 
now a common feature of the library system, the 
study was undertaken to a certain its impact of the 
circulation sub-system of an academic library like 
Federal university of Agriculture, Abeokuta,
revealed the following facts: into mention was 
informed by the need to implore services enhance 
reading and research; To abide by the National 
University commission Directive and to implement 
the University policy in that regard, inadequate 
supply of computers as a result of panicity of 
funds; TINLIP software was initially adopted but 
was later replaced with GLASS which has better 
facilities such as bar-code reader and user's 
photocopy scanner.
The management of the library ought to address 
the challenges facing the circulation sub-system 
e.g. inadequate computers, inappropriate 
software, poor funding etc.
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Abstract: Information and communication technologies 
plays a significant role in all. facets of human 
endeavor including governance in a democratic 
culture. So important is the application of ICT in all 
facets of human existence and interaction that 
information has become Indispensable raw 
material. Hence nations are busy developing 
necessary infrastructures in response to the 
challenge of information society in order to sustain 
their democracy.
The components of IT include: globalization, E- 
mail, internet, online searching world-wide-web, 
CD-Rom, multi-media and Database. All these are 
having great impact on all sectors e.g. education, 
health, political process, economy etc. They play 
significant role in achieving a well-informed 
citizenry capable of utilizing the enormous 
information for national development. 
Telecommunication industry under the influence 
of technological development is under going a 
change from being a national monopoly with 
typical public service utility to that of private 
business oriented one that is cheaper and more 
effective. Electricity and energy are essential 
infrastructures that are required for globalized
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network. The epileptic power supply in Nigeria is 
not conducive for growth of a viable IT in a 
democratic culture.
Constraints to the development of ICT in a 
democratic culture include among others: 
Inadequate telecommunication facilities; low- 
level of computerization, legal restriction and 
Domain name registration. Suggested solutions 
include putting in place a National IT policy and 
creation of websites by establishments and IT 
professionals.
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Contemporary events around the world indicate a 
global shift to democracy as the accepted mode of 
National government. This is some out of the 
belief that democracy holds out hope for 
development and sustenance of an enabling 
environment for socio-economic progress of 
nations. The nation's penchant for democracy is 
attributable to long years of military rule that 
followed the truncation of the First Republic. 
Besides, note worthy in this connection, are global 
trends in the areas of science and technology 
leading to information revolution with impact on 
global and national economy and consequential 
impact on political processes.
The ability of the nation to generate and transmit 
knowledge is crucial to the nation's effort to 
enthrone viable democracy. The complementary 
and supportive roles of the various arms and 
agencies of government which are characteristics 
of Federal system of government call for effective 
information flow within the system to facilitate 
national development. The legislative on the key 
component structure and Executive as the apex 
structure are characterized by the need to 
generate and process documentation and
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information for law-making, administration and 
operational purposes.
In view of real impact of IT in National 
development, it is imperative to make specific 
provisions for it in the revised national policy on
science and technology, to enhance national 
development.
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Abstract: The basic information resources of law libraries
are determined by the legal system adopted. In 
Nigeria, the common law derivable from the 
English Legal system is mainly practiced. Besides 
the Customary and Sharia laws are practiced. 
Through this legal system, the law libraries derive 
their stock. These include decided cases in form 
of law reports, statutes erected by parliament and 
legal opinions in form of textbooks and journals by 
legal writers.
The contents of law libraries can be categorized 
as primary and secondary materials. While 
primary materials are in form of serials and 
contain the law itself as enacted, the secondary 
materials are in form of monographs. These are 
publications meant for general reading and 
specific area of law. The primary materials must 
be arranged according to their content, while law 
and law reports must be arranged separately. 
Training in both law and librarianship is required 
for would- be law librarians for optimal
performance. Training in librarianship before law 
is desirable to avoid a situation whereby a 
graduate of law, because of the prospects 
associated with law, is discouraged from 
undergoing a course in librarianship. During the 
course of training in librarianship, a would-be 
librarian can develop interest in legal bibliography.



As regard training in law, the would-be law 
librarian are advised to attend institutions with 
accredited law courses to qualify them to enter 
Nigerian law school.
One area that is lagging in the training of law 
librarians is automation. Training in the use of 
computer in law libraries should be encouraged.

SL > J i



Title of Article:

Author:
Source Title:
Place of Publication: 
Publisher:
Collation:
ISSN:
Subject Headings: 
Keywords:

Abstract:

The Role of Information services in law Libraries in 
a Democratic Culture.

Utor, Jacob K.

A compendium of paper presentation

Year: 1999
Nigerian Library Association

MonthMay, Number 8-14, Pages13-18

Law Libraries Information Services;

Public Libraries, legislature Libraries, Private Law 
Chamber Libraries, Democracy Notable 
Politicians Lawyers Law Libraries, Law 
Publications, Information Services.

Information is a sure quanon to the legal 
profession. Hence, provision of legal information 
services by law libraries. The various types of law 
libraries provide the same information package 
the only difference lies in trying to reflect the legal 
systems of states or countries in which such a 
library is located.
The academic and research libraries as well as 
private law chamber libraries house law materials 
which have been very useful in the training of 
lawyers in addition to providing information 
services to the members of the legal profession as 
well as general public. Also, public libraries have 
in their possession law publications and have 
been very active in the dissemination of legal 
information during the Military era. With greater 
role to play in a democratic culture. They need to 
be well funded for improved services.
One branch of law libraries that has suffered set 
back over the years as a result of political 
instability occasioned by frequent military 
intervention in politics is parliamentary libraries. 
Nevertheless, a lot was achieved by them in the
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past in the provision of legal information services 
and more can still be achieved if adequate 
attention is paid to their development.
The law libraries are confronted with a number of 
new challenges. This include poor staffing; Lack 
of computerization of their library processes; 
inadequate funding to enable them acquire a 
balanced and up-to-date collections. Also 
desirable is the establishment of National 
Information centre for law Libraries.
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Abstract: The activities of the National Library of Nigeria in
the area of collection of Legal Deposit items have 
spanned Forty years. As the National 
bibliographic agency National Library of Nigeria is 
responsible for the publishing of National 
Bibliography of Nigeria (NBN), which contains list 
of Nigerian titles acquired through Legal Deposit 
annually.
Legal Deposit has its origin in publication 
ordinance of 27th April, 1950 which stipulates 
depositing of two copies of publications issued in 
Nigeria in the University of Ibadan library and in 
the office of the Secretary to the Government. 
However, following the promulgation of National 
Library Decree No29 of 1970 which superseded 
the National Library Act of 1964 that established 
the National Library Board, the Legal Deposit 
function was transferred to the National library of 
Nigeria.
In collecting these materials, National Library of 
Nigeria employs various means including 
undertaking legal Deposit drives in line with 
UNESCO guidelines for collection of legal Deposit 
items. However, several factors militate against
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effective collection of Legal Deposit items e.g. 
Non-challant attitude of publishers, genera, lack 
of awareness and depositing of materials 
emerging from the state with state libraries etc. 
Hence, National library of Nigeria has been 
unable to achieve a comprehensive collection of 
Legal Deposit materials.
Penalty for non-compliance includes a fine of fifty 
pounds (N12,500) and the court may in addition 
order the author to deliver to the Director (Chief 
Executive Officer, three copies or pay the value of 
those copies).
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Asurvey of three libraries-two University libraries 
and college of education library, all based in Port- 
Harcourt was undertaken to examine the methods 
adopted in the management of human resource in 
Nigerian libraries as well as evaluating the 
adequacy of existing methods with a view to 
suggesting cost-effective measures of 
management of human resources in Nigeria 
libraries in the present financial situation.
The results showed that: The supply of human 
resource had tended to decrease in libraries with 
adverse effect on library services; Again adequate 
cost effective measures were not being adopted in 
libraries to improve the situation. Hence, several 
strategies and techniques were suggested 
towards improving the situation. These border on 
human resource planning and control; adoption of 
methods to stimulate staff level of commitment to 
work, and the identification of costs and periodic 
cost-benefit analysis and evaluation of total library 
operations. The recommendation included
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among others: The adoption of Human Resource 
Utilization Plan (HRUP) which must cover staff 
recruitment, training and productivity plans; the 
adoption of job enlargement, Job Enrichment and 
Job Rotation in redesigning jobs in the library to 
ensure that the job has the necessary attributes 
which will raise the level of internal motivational 
potentiality - This is important as it was observed 
that most of the professional staff in those libraries 
were merely sitting by their table doing nothing; 
development of a library services evaluation 
scheme by Head of libraries.
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Abstract: Management theories are fraught with some
inadequacies particularly in respect of library 
practice in the indigenous context. Hence the 
need for library books based on indigenous 
experiences in management. An important factor 
that is missing in the management theories is 
provision of evaluative instrument to guide and 
motivate staff towards organizational goals.
In the light of this literature survey findings, this 
study was carried out with the aim of identifying 
factors which affect productivity of libraries in 
terms of time distribution in task performance with 
the Reader services Division of the University of 
Calabar as a case study. The aim was to stimulate 
effective utilization of professional library through 
self appraisal method.
The result showed the professional staff surveyed 
optimized their performance in respect of 
professional tasks and administrative chores. 
However, it was noted that time distribution for 
supervision was very low while time utilized for 
unofficial personal needs was significantly high.



Therefore, there was the need for adjustment in 
time distribution to enhance adequate 
supervision. The findings offer insight on how 
librarians distribute time in the performance of 
their duties as well as the utilization of official time 
in attending to unofficial personal matters. This is 
very instructive in guiding the senior library 
manager in their supervision towards the 
realization of the organizational goals.
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Right from inception, Ladoke Akintola University 
of Technology (LAUTECH) embarked on 
automation of its library for enhancement of library 
operations. In doing this, the University adopted 
Tinlib software because of its numerous 
advantages more so it is tailored to meet the 
needs of libraries for their core processes. The 
institution originally subscribed to model 250 
Tinlib modules. These were later upgraded to the 
new Tinlib model 270 for a more effective library 
operations.
The adoption of Tinlib by LAUTECH has proved 
advantageous in many ways such as: Several 
searching facilities, full functional circulation and 
improvement in the acquisitions, serials and 
report modules.
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Despite the availability of many journals of library 
and Information science, there is the impression
that many librarians do neither write publish
articles. Against this background, this paper 
probed the research and publishing activities of 
librarians with special reference to those in
Plateau State particularly Jos city and the
University of Nigeria. It is interesting to know that 
some of the findings confirmed the earlier ones: 
the most productive libraries appeared to be 
between the age of 40 and 44 and output did not
decrease with ng age academ
librarians particularly University librarians were 
most committed to writing and publishing of 
papers as more than three-quarter of all the
papers published emenated from academic
librarians; the only Ph.D holder in the-survey 
happened to be the person with the greatest
number of papers which confirmed an earlier
findings that the writing activity of librarians with 
Ph.D was very high; ten library and Information
science journals were listed as being read
regularly and found to be the most useful and 
interesting.
Factors that affected publishing activities of 
librarians included time constraint, lack of
nstitutio motivation particularly where

research activities is not a major criterion for
promotion absence of relevant collection and
many more. Suggested solutions to the problem 
included adequate finding and establishment of
staff common room in libraries
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The enactment of the Librarians Registration 
Council of Nigeria Decree in 1995 became 
effective on the 28th of May, 2002 with the 
inauguration of the council as a body to regulate 
librarianship profession in Nigeria. The provisions 
of the decree also cover membership 
qualification, and registration requirements By 
implication, only persons registered by the body 
can legally practice as librarians. Furthermore, 
anybody that qualified as a librarian after June 15, 
1993 is required to apply for registration as a 
librarian under the decree before he can legally 
practice as a librarian. The mandate of the council 
also includes accreditation of library schools, 
courses of training and qualifications as well as 
authority to enforce discipline profession. 
Members of the council are drawn from libraries, 
professional associations and universities. An 
important requirement for membership is Nigerian 
citizenship the provisions of the decree brings to 
the fore the challenge of globalization as it is 
observed that a proper implementation of the 
decree is not feasible without consideration for 
global standards. This suggests the need for 
libraries and institutions to place emphasis on 
application of ICT with a view to attaining the 
minimum global standard.
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The emphasis of Ibadan library school 
programme is on education rather than training for 
leadership in the profession. An important feature 
of the programme is the submission of project 
reports on approval research topics by the final 
year students. The analysis of the various projects 
submitted from 1973 to 1982, totaling 128 
dissertations these showed that (1) The 
geographical locations of library schools and not 
the geographical area of origin of their final year 
students was a determinant factor in the choice of 
project topics (ii) public libraries topped the list of 
libraries studied, followed by the university 
libraries (iii) university library had the highest 
number of staff (iv) All in all, nineteen (19) subject 
areas had been studies with four (4) as the most 
frequently investigated. I.e. “ Resources use and 
misuse” “ Resources evaluation” “ services 
evaluation” and “subject literature analysis” (v) 
Availability of teaching staff with specialization in a 
particular area to supervise the students in that 
area in equally a determent factor in the subject 
area studied. Information on completed projects 
provides a record of research activity that can 
stimulate development. Therefore, one of the 
National Library major files ought to be file or 
completed research projects for the benefits of the 
nation.
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Abstract: Given that information is vital to all forms of
development, it follows that libraries, archives and 
Information centres which have key roles to play 
in the collection and organization of information 
are very important to the society. Yet these 
institutions can only function effectively and 
efficiently particularly in the period of economic 
depression with the availability of skilled 
personnel who are dedicated to the job. Hence, 
education and training of personnel for library and 
information service has become fundamental 
issues for the profession since librarians are more 
needed in a depressed economy like Nigeria than 
a buoyantone.
Although, the Nigerian library and Information 
science education meets international standards, 
the need to achieve national relevance creates 
problems. There is, therefore, the need for over all 
regular National manpower survey and planning 
in the library and information fields, for this will 
provide a solid foundation for education to avoid 
inadequacies or waste in provision. It is advisable 
not to establish new library schools but to 
consolidate on the existing ones. If possible, 
University based library schools should be limited 
to the first six. As for the library schools curricular,
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the information science and archival aspects 
should be expanded as well as broadening the 
curricular in the area of preparing students for 
self-employment. Again, library schools must 
consider offering their full-time degree 
programmes on part-time basis so as to 
accommodate more students. Finally, there is the 
need for an agency with legal backing to regulate 
admission into and practice of library profession in 
Nigeria.
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The time has come for Nigeria to review its 
approaches to library education. It is observed 
that library education in the country has continued 
to be regimented by historical antecedents 
despite the fact that situation that warranted 
undergraduates programme in library education 
in the sixties and seventies no longer exists. The 
constraints of those periods in form of shortage of 
graduates that could have been admitted into 
Post-graduate programme in librarianship 
particularly in the north has fizzled out. 
Furthermore, developments and trends in English 
speaking world has shown that library education 
as undergraduate programme is no longer 
fashionable. Aside Britain, many other countries 
offer courses in library education at the post­
graduate level. A sound subject background is 
required of a librarian to enable him demonstrate 
adequate competence in his work.
With falling standards of education, secondary 
school education is not enough for professional 
education of librarians. Again, efforts to 
strengthen this weakness by offering non- 
librarianship subjects side by side with 
librarianship subjects cannot be entirely 
successful because such subjects cannot be 
adequately covered in-depth. Therefore, 
possession of a degree in one or two subjects 
should be a pre-requisite for admission for library 
education. As a way forward, Canadian pattern of 
a two-year postgraduate programme leading to 
award of BLS or MLS is worthy of emulation.
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The introduction of library and information science 
education in Nigeria was, to some extent, 
informed by the need to produce professional 
indigeniouse Librarians to man Nigerian Libraries 
and information centres. The unesco seminar of 
1953 and reports of various surveys conducted 
influenced the establishment of various library 
schools in the universities starting with the 
Institute of librarianship at the University college, 
Ibadan now Department of Library, Archival and 
information studies, university of Ibadan and 
subsequent introduction of the library and 
information science course in the polytechnic and 
college of education as well as on the job training 
for non professional however, a careful study of 
the contacts of the curriculum of study of the 
university based library schools shows variations 
in the various course being taught for instance 
there are differences of nomenclatures and in the 
course contents of the under graduate program 
similarly, there are marked difference in the way 
and manner the post graduate programmes are 
run especially in terms of duration and course 
requirements for graduation worse still is lack of 
well - equipped ICT laboratory in most of the 
schools. Therefore, in order to cope with the 
challenges of the 21 st Century Digital age there is 
the need for the various library and information 
science schools to evolve a variable mechanism 
for harmonizing and coordinating their 
programmes and curricular of study. ____
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The implementation of a cooperative network in 
the departments of the national library of Nigeria 
will enhance that sharing of resources for the 
operational tasks being provided by the 
departments. It will also boost the resources 
available in the branches. There is need to equip 
all the departments and locations with computers 
to enable them computerize their resources and 
services, so that the input of the departments can 
be networked.
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Public library service which originated in the 
1930's have continued to undergo changes and 
transformation. It has its origin in the subscription 
library nature Authorities reading centres 
established around this period. These later 
evolved into regional library service which in turn 
metamorphosed into the current states public 
libraries. The British council and unesco 
contributed immensely to the growth of public 
libraries in Nigeria. Also, worthy of note is the role 
being played by the education tax fund (ETF) and 
book Aid international although, a survey carried 
out shows that public libraries now perform a 
number of functions other than the routine 
function of charging and discharging of books, 
they have not gone beyond their rudiments. Public 
library service in Nigeria is not different from most 
African countries, and most of them are lacked 
relevant and up to date material as confirmed by 
earlier finding the increasing roles of public 
libraries in recent times pose a challenge that can 
only be overcome through increased funding by 
the states. Public libraries on their part, should 
endeavor to meet the information needs of the 
people and those of the policy makers as a way of
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attracting financial support in addition to adhering 
to UNESCO/IFLA guidelines. A bright future, 
however, awaits public libraries in Nigeria 
because of the commitment of the present 
democratic dispensation to the development of 
education sector where public libraries play a vital
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The Nigerian Library Association came into 
existence on the 16th December, 1962 with the 
objective of promoting library and information 
service. It has its supreme organ the Governing 
council composed of elected officers and some 
non-elected officers. Membership are drawn from 
all types of libraries including non-librarians who 
are interested in librarianship. This is aimed at 
publicizing the functions and values of library and 
information service. All the activities of the 
professional body are directed towards the 
fulfillment of its objectives. These include Annual 
conference, Library week, production of 
professional publications and National 
assignments and co-operation with other bodies 
in the book related professions. Besides the 
association is working hard towards achieving 
Legal recognition of the librarians.
The association is, however, basetted with a 
number of problems that affects its progress. This 
ranges from inadequate funding and lack of 
professional commitment on the part of members 
and state chapters to lack of mobility and 
permanent secretariat as well as non-regulation 
importance of library and information service by 
government. Despite its numerous problems, the 
association has continued to forge ahead with
many achievements to its credit i.e. The struggle 
towards the enactment of National library decree 
1970 which establishes National library of Nigeria 
and the production of the first Nigerian female 
professor in the same year.
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Abstract: The paper based on a research project on the
carriers of librarians in the developing countries 
with Nigeria as a representative sample is 
intended to give insight into their education and 
career patterns as well as their socio-economic 
background. The study revealed the following 
findings among others:
Male librarians very much outnumber their female 
counterparts, a sharp contrast to the situation in 
the developed countries; Nigerian libraries, are to 
a large extent manned by the indigenous 
librarians; general reasons most importantly 
prospects of intellectual development influence 
the choice of librarianship as a profession, while 
years of experience range from 1 to 29, parents of 
Nigerian librarians especially their father enjoys 
fairly higher socio-economic educational status. 
However, comparatively, there is not much 
difference between librarians in Nigeria and their 
counterparts in the developed countries in respect 
of education, qualification and factors influencing 
the choice of librarianship as a career.
The study is very useful in planning for the 
recruitment of personnel into library as it highlight 
factors to be considered.
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In order to determine the degree of author 
collaboration in the literature of Library and 
Information science in four countries - Nigeria, 
India, United Kingdom and United States of 
America, data were obtained from library and 
Information science Abstract covering the period 
1983 to 1985 as well as other publications such as 
books, articles, conference papers etc.
It was found that author collaboration for the four 
countries was generally low, but it is higher in India 
and United states of America. Again, there was no 
trends towards author collaboration save in India 
where there was slight tendency.
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Abstract: A study was conducted to confirm the speculation
of poor public perception of librarianship 
profession in Nigeria. Atotal of 74 undergraduates 
both males and females of University of Benin 
who were regular library users were investigated. 
Also, two concepts I profession - Law and Politics 
were included to avoid bias and to pave way for 
comparism.
The result confirmed the hypothesis I earlier 
findings in other country of negative attitude 
towards librarianship. The respondents show a 
less positive attitude to librarianship than Law. 
However, there was no difference in the attitude to 
librarianship and politics. This negative attitude 
has persisted for so long due to absence of any 
serious research directed towards the problem. 
One possible explanations for this is the wrong 
perception of librarians as book-keepers and the 
fact that librarians themselves presumably have a 
poor image of their professions. The library users 
including the University community need to be 
enlightened about the native of and services 
provided by the profession.
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Abstract: Since 1960, several attempts have been made to 
established standard guides for the various 
categories of Nigeria libraries but these have met 
with little success. The reasons for this are not for 
fetched either the grounds covered by the 
participants were too broad with the result that 
their contributions were diffuse or there was no 
follow -up to the earner ones by participants tied 
the formulation of standards to availability of 
uniform statistics. This is fraught with problems.
Also, it is enormous to invite UNESCO to collect 
statistics and on the basis of that formulate 
standards for West African university since other 
countries have formulated their own standards. 
Recommendation. For the way forward include, 
among others; formation of four committees to 
study and recommend standard for the four 
various types of libraries the committee on 
standard for school libraries should use as their 
take off point standards for school libraries in 
eastern Nigeria the council of the Nigeria library 
Association should assert it right over 
professional library matters in Nigeria and monitor
the progress of the committees.
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Abstract: Adolescence is the period of transition between
childhood and adulthood. It is a period 
characterized by change and adjustment in many 
areas of life. A number of developmental tasks are 
associated with adolescence, and these will have 
relevance for the role literature might play in the 
life of young people. Because if books are to have 
any meaning: they must be related to the young 
person’s personal and social needs. There is 
need to encourage Young people to grow from 
adolescent literature into adult literature, and 
eventually into the who range of literature, 
including works which will give them more 
profound approaches to basic questions and 
greater aesthetic enjoyment. A number of relevant 
titles can be found among literature for early 
adolescents, middle adolescents and adults, but 
more are required in order to meet unanswered 
needs. The tasks ahead are: making such 
literature available; and, finding ways to bring it 
into the lives of young people.
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Libraries as storehouses of knowledge conserve 
and transmit culture. The job of a librarian requires 
intellect and dynamism. Hence, a librarian must 
be versed in contents and quality of materials in 
order to meet the information needs of all. The 
news media librarian as a librarian and journalist 
must be current and news oriented so that he can 
provide his patrons who are mostly journalist with 
timely and accurate information since the latter 
writes in a hurry and prefer ready-to-use 
information. Apart from Journalist who constitute 
the primary chentele, the news media library must 
also cater for secondary users. Even then, the 
news media librarian as an employee must 
provide services to achieve the main objective of 
making profit by the organization. This explains 
why Tell library does not allow outsider to use the 
library for research purpose on production days.
In a democracy, emphasis will be on acquisition of 
National and International Journals and other 
reference materials including internet connectivity 
to provide access to happenings in other 
democracies relayed alive. Furthermore, the 
news media librarian must be familiar with 
constitution and update the library collection in the



area of democratic literature, economic and social
sciences
Computerization of the library is very essential as 
it provides access to a lot of information on issues. 
TELL magazines was able to provide newsroom 
with indepth information on Sex scandal involving 
America President, Bill Clinton.

*
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In view of the problem of inadequate bibliographic 
control of medical sciences literature from 
developing countries as a result of alleged 
discrimination in the coverage of the research 
reports by International Indexing services, a 
comparative study of the performance of two 
indexes commonly used in health sciences in 
Nigeria - Index medicus and science citation 
index covering 1968-1977 period undertaken with 
a view to confirming the validity or other wise of 
the charge of discrimination. The following facts 
emerge from the study: The overall coverage of 
medical sciences literature was reasonable and 
does not support the charge of discrimination; 
there was adequate coverage of Nigerian authors 
who choose foreign / international journals for 
their articles. However, coverage was poor for 
local authors who published in local journals; 
there was discrimination towards local medical 
journal; there was also discrimination against
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local authors in respect of blacked-out authorship 
- this refers to an author whose name does not 
appear in the index and therefore cannot be used 
as access point.
In the light of the foregoing, there is tendency 
towards the production of African Index medicus 
by African medical Libraries for wider coverage of 
medical literature from Africa.

w
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Educational Radio Programme

The study was conducted to machete the subject 
in which education radio programme is used as 
learning resources in schools. The main 
instrument of data collection was questionnaire 
administered to teachers and students. It related 
the following findings, teachers claimed using the 
radio educational program to teach their subjects 
by direct listening to the radio and playing back of 
recorded programmes: some of the teachers 
indicated using it at the time of this study, while 
others have stopped using it. Unlike teachers, a 
greater number of student indicated the use of 
educational program to study their subjects, 
however, the percentage of student that indicated 
use of the radio program in each subject was low, 
the main reason adduced for using the 
educational radio program was additional 
information it provided to classroom teaching. 
Majority of the teachers and students sampled, 
suggested the supply of information about the 
program to school as an important improvement 
that can promote the use of educational radio 
program. To enhance the use of education at radio 
programs by teachers and students, secondary 
school should be provided with faculties to dub the 
program on tape and keep them in school libraries 
for use.
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Abstract: State branches of the national library of Nigeria
were established to render services directly to the 
public and liaise with publishers, ether libraries 
and institutions within their locality. Among the 
problems that hinder proper development of the 
branches are: inadequate infrastructural facilities, 
inadequate collections; non- enforcement of legal 
deposit law, and the need for automation and 
networking. It was suggested that the institution 
could generate funds through the provision of 
internet services, printing and binding of books, 
organizing training and workshops for other 
libraries and consultancy services.
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The establishment of the National Library of 
Nigeria was the culmination of the activities of the 
Nigerian division of West African library 
Association (WALA) now Nigerian Library 
association and ford foundation. As a result of the
endorsement of Roger's report which backed up
the earlier recommendation of the Nigerian
division of WALA, the ford foundation
conjunction with the federal government

in
of

Nigeria prepared the groundwork of setting up the 
Apex Library and got the government known as 
National library act 1964. This was later repealed 
and substituted with the National library decree,
1970 which established as the nation's
bibliographic agency and repository of its
intellectual resources. The institution which was
originally a department of federal ministry of 
information and later became a parastatal of 
ministry of education was at its inception needed 
by expatriates. But as from 1971 onwards 
indigenous professional Librarian were appointed 
as its chief executives National library of Nigeria 
has, in the past 38 years recorded a number of 
achievements in line with its objectives, goals and 
functions as stated in the law establishing
These include among others:- provision of library 
services across the country, development of 
National Bibliography of bibliographic materials
acquired through ega deposit scheme,
consultancy services on library development and 
contribution to readership promotion campaign.
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Abstract: Preservation of Newspaper as an important
source of information is of paramount importance. 
They constitute part of Nigerian and legal Deposit 
collection in the National library of Nigeria.
Newspaper preservation methods in the
institution include binding and digitization and are
kept in the Newspaper room fumigated
periodically. Constraints to preservation in the 
National library of Nigeria are insufficient air- 
conditioner, epileptic power supply, lack of funds 
and modern equipment, and lack of trained
personnel.
Towards enhancing preservation of its
newspaper the institution embarked on
digitization of back issue of its newspaper from
December 2004.

addition to this, the institution could also
embark on microfilming which has a number of 
advantages over digitization, this include: longer 
span, requires the use of less sophisticated 
technology, better access to information and is
less expensive to produce.
Preservation by microfilming and digitization will 
not only enhance preservation of newspaper but 
will also conserve space and deterioration.
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In most National Libraries, historical documents 
are monument for information about the past. 
Hence, the need to preserve them to make them 
available for consultation by generation to come. 
Although, the care of historical documents 
belongs to the domain of archives, some other 
institution acquire and preserve these materials 
that constitute historical collection include 
Government Documents and Newspapers.
Since National Library of Nigeria has a role to play 
in the preservation of National heritage of the 
Nation, it ought to explain the historical document 
section with cultural heritage as a unit under it.
The rate at which materials deteriorate is 
determined by the inherent chemical stability of 
materials and the ex-ternational action that affect 
it. Apart from these, several other factors affect the 
rate at which materials deteriorate.
Modes for possible preservation and 
conservation of library materials include 
minimum, middle programme and optimal levels. 
However, non-print materials require special care.
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Abstract: The need for effective strategic planning and
decision making in the oil industry calls for perfect 
knowledge of its business environment which can 
only be achieved through environmental 
scanning.
A study carried out on environment scanning for 
strategic advantage of managers in oil companies 
in Nigeria revealed the following: uncertainty is- Hl® bs HI: ■
inherent in the business environment because of 
several factors which changes frequently i.e 
customer, competition, technology etc.; oil 
companies use both formal and informal sources
of information to scan their business environment;
However, information from colleagues top the list 
of frequently used information sources followed 
by information from subordinates; some sources 
such as internal reports, subordinate staff among 
others, are considered while other sources like■’ •
government officials, conference papers and 
electronic information sources are rarely 
accessible; Also, whereas some sources of 
information are perceived to be of high quality,
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others such as electronic information services are 
perceived to be of low quality. It is however, 
disturbing to note that electronic information 
services which play a vital role in modern day 
business is perceived to be of a low quality 
source.
The study further revealed that perceived 
information sources accessibility and quality has 
a strong influence on the amount of 
environmental scanning.
In the light of the findings, user education for oil 
company managers as well as adoption of 
electronic information services are 
recommended.
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Abstract:

* ' • *

•

f

The paper which is based on a book titled “The 
measurement and Evaluation of library services” 
written by Lancaster. P.W. aims at to improve the 
quality of dissertations written by Master's degree 
students on other hand, it is meant to sensitize 
library practitioners particularly the top executives 
on the evaluative techniques for library services. 
The book which runs into fourteen chapters deals 
with performance measures and evaluative 
techniques for various aspect of library services.
It is believed that the quality of the projects could 
be enhanced if students are more familiar with the 
diversity and depths of topics covered in the book. 
Besides, the performance measures and 
evaluative techniques needs to be learnt and 
applied by both students and library practitioners 
so that library services can become more focused.
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Libraries have an enormous amount of well 
organized information for research ^nd 
development purposes. Application of ICT will 
enhance access to this information. Although 
library development has suffered a serious 
setback over the years as a result of little financial 
support, librarians should not relent in their 
struggle for better working conditions. For 
librarians to continue to be relevant in the 
knowledge age dominated by digital technologies 
they must adopt different strategies with 
consideration for dilemmas faced by them:
Firstly, the professional code of ethics must be 
considered to guide librarians in decision making; 
Secondly, strategies should be developed to 
make application of ICT effective. The present 
democratic dispensation has put in place an 
enabling environment (for ICT to thrive) and it is 
now common to fund libraries with numerous 
computers including internet facilities, but what is 
uncertain is how well they have been able to make 
the best use of the ICT resources to enhance 
knowledge.
The present leadership of Nigerian library 
Associate has strategic plans to enhance library 
services using digital technologies. Its
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achievement in this regard include: provision of 
useful content and online discussion groups for 
exchange of ideas, partnership with international 
and national organization making available at the 

digital formatassociation's website and in
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proceedings of its workshops and conferences. 
Essential information strategies for Nigerian 
libraries to be able to able to forge ahead in the 
knowledge Age include among others: continuing 
Education of librarians; standardization of
automation; periodic evaluation of library services 
etc.
In conclusion, librarians must adjust to the new 
world order of working on covert partnership 
together to share and exchange information for
human development
engage in self

addition, they need to
sponsorship for training

programmes rather than waiting in vain for 
government sponsorship.
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Preservation and conservation refer to all steps 
taken in the acquisition, organization and 
distribution of reading materials in the library to 
prevent their deterioration has inter-related 
causes among which are: inherent chemical 
instability of the components of the library 
materials (acid-based papers), unstable 
environmental conditions where collections are 
stared - high temperature, high humidity 
exposure to light and biological agents and 
atmospheric pollutants in appropriate storage and 
handling practices; and disasters. Preservation 
measures include: control of temperature, relative 
humidity, light and gased air quality (air free from 
aerosids and noxious gases). Furthermore there 
is need for absolute control of climate through the 
use of appropriate instrument measuring 
temperature and relative humidity.
Good storage and handling practices such as: 
maintenance of good air circulation in storage 
areas; avoiding shelving book directly against the 
wall or too tightly; using book supports; shelving 
books upright and spine down; photocopying of 
books using machines with edge platens or other



features that allow a book page to be copied with 
the book open to only 30 degrees instead of 180 
degrees; Avoiding pressing spine of book when 
photocopying.
Oversized materials are best stored flat in the 
drawers of map cases or in large covered boxes of 
acceptable quality placed in acid fire buffered 
folders. Photocopying and microfilming is the best 
form of preservation for Newsprint, while 
pamphlets can be stored in boxes or folders spine 
down. For photographs acceptable storage can 
be made of either paper or plastics. The paper 
enclosure must be acid and lignin free. Plastic 
suitable are polyester, poly-propylene and 
polyethylene.
Other preservation methods are reformatting, 
microfilming, digitization, photocopying, 
deacidification, while conservation treatment 
involves rebinding of textbooks, encapsulation 
and lamination, surface clearing and repair of 
paper. As regards disaster prevention and 
mitigation; the best preventive measure is to 
conduct a survey of external and internal features 
of building and putting mitigating measures in
place such as fire protection system.
Despite lack of preservation and conservation 
policy in the National library of Nigeria, the 
institution has over the years engaged in 
practices such as fumigation, binding of series 
and rebinding of damaged books.
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Public Library - Information Services
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culture.
Public library as a repository of culture and history 
of mankind is a place for people to go in search of 
information, self-education and pleasure. 
Although the traditional function of the library is to 
collect, preserve and make information resources 
available, the library in a democracy implies 
provision of information sufficient enough to make 
it a reliable source for people. Hence, provision of 
documents other than books to meet the 
information needs of all. Furthermore, library 
services in a democracy should facilitate the use 
of resources effectively.
Provision of reference works is very essential in a 
democracy. However the selection of reference 
works must be guided by local needs and 
usefulness in answering reference questions. 
Reference materials also include government 
publications such as gazetteer and parliamentary 
debates ,etc. Because these materials are not 
indexed, reference books must be created to 
guide users in locating the information contained 
therein. In a democracy, the proceedings of 
government should not be made secret. Hence 
the need to publicize them through commercial 
system of publishing since the printing 
department of government are unable to keep 
pace with flood of government publications.
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A number of factors including under-funding and 
high cost of books inhibit development of 
information service thus posing the challenge of 
how to provide relevant information to achieve 
human progress and economic well-being. State 
should formulate development plans with high 
priority to education and specific provision for 
library / information services.
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The duty of the public librarians has increased in 
recent times to include selection, acquisition 
organization and provision of access to materials 
to the readers through electronic and manual 
means. The libraries and librarians must be 
strengthened through selective training to 
accommodate the global order. Competence in 
computer application must be acquired by library 
personnel. Steps must be taken towards 
embracing information communication 
technology by choosing appropriate software; 
networking; training on internet, creation of a 
website, embarking on e - library and on - line 
searching, customer driven emphasis; 
establishing a rural community information centre 
and organizing training on the use of library for 
patrons of library to ensure effective use of library 
materials and services.
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public Libraries, % women; Ibadan; Enugu; Kano.

The study is an attempt to a certain extent of 
female utilization of public libraries in Nigeria, 
using three states public libraries located in Kano, 
Ibadan and Enugu as a case study. Two studies 
were conducted; one in 1994and the other in 
2004. Using survey research method 
questionnaire were administered to respondents 
in the three locations with high response rate. The 
two studies revealed the following facts:
Between 1994 and 2004, there was remarkable 
improvement in the females utilization of public 
libraries especially in Kano state which had the 
least number of female users in 1994: there is 
increasing number of females of Kano State origin
using the pursue library the ratio of female
readers to their male counterpart has risen in the 
three communities during this period (In the first 
study the number of male readers for out 
numbered their female counterparts with the 
exception of Ibadan which had more female 
readers). During the same period, there was less 
utilization of public library in Enugu due to poor
library services while there was a fall in the
number of older female public library users, there 
was a rise in the number of younger women aged 
15-35 using public libraries, and over 70% of
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female library users in all the three communities
were single women (This confirms that
demographic factors influence the utilization of 
public libraries by females in Nigeria); Both 
studies show that only literate people use public 
libraries in Nigeria.

is note worthy that majority of female public
library users in Kano, a predominantly Muslim 
State, were Christians. This can be attributed to 
large number of Christian settlers in Kano and 
little exposure of kano indigene to Western 
education which is a great factor in the use of 
public library. Besides, since Kano is a 
predominantly Muslim community where pardia 
and Sharia are practiced, many women might find

impossible to visit the public library is
therefore, lightive public librares in Nigeria started 
rendering library services to all groups of females 
especially married Muslim women though 
establishment of branch libraries and provision 
mobile libraries in remote areas.
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Abstract: The success of any democratic process hinges on

availability of information on democracy. All arms 
of government including law enforcement agents 
need information to function very well. 
Furthermore, both the government and the 
governed need to know about each other’s 
activities if democracy is to thrive. Public libraries 
which serve greater portion of the community face 
great challenge of assisting in stalling democracy 
and sustaining democratic culture, moreso in view 
of low-level development of parliamentary 
librarians whose growth has been stunted by 
political instability.
Public libraries need to review their roles in line 
with political changes. In order to provide the three 
arms of government with correct information, 
public libraries must place premium on 
newspaper cultings and a system of recording as 
well as insuring access to current affairs 
programme on radio and television broadcast. 
Hence, public libraries should be equipped to 
make transcripts of recorded broadcast on
government. ■■
To enhance provision of information services in a 
democracy, public libraries should adopt 
marketing concept which recognizes the 
consumer is the centre of all authority in an 
organization. To thus end, market segmentation 
can be adopted in the provision of information to

*
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various groups in a democracy. This involves 
selecting a group with similar characteristics and 
common needs, and providing them with library 
services so that when the desired result is 
achieved, another group is picked.
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Abstract: There is low level of business information in public 
libraries in Imo state on the one hand; this can be 
attributed to inadequate funding which has kept 
the establishment of business department in 
public Libraries at proposal state. On the other, 
the business community are ignorant of business 
information and the fact that business community 
will never think of a public library as source of 
information pertaining to business of information 
The business community of a society ought to 
benefit from the services of a public funded in 
situation like a public library since most of the 
newspaper carry a great of business information, 
public library can make these available through 
specially services such as newspaper cuttings, 
files, indexes, abstracts bibliographies, bulletin, 
accession etc. Again, public libraries are better 
placed them special libraries to provide business 
information because of availability of open 
access, browsing and borrowing facilities.

168



Title of Article:

Author:
Source Title:
Place of Publication: 

Publisher:

Collation:

ISSN:

Subject Headings:

Keywords:

Abstract:

Public Relations as a tool for Library Development 
and Management in a Depressed Economy. Ten
years Experience of Bendel State Library, Warri 
Branch (1981-1991)
Ideh, E. J.(Mrs)
Nigerian Libraries

Year: 1995

Nigerian Library Association

Volume 29, Number1&2, Pages71-77 

0029-0122

Public Relations, Library Management, Funding; 
Library

Bendel State Library; Library Development; 
Administration.

Libraries need to engage in public relations as a 
means of securing financial aid from the public in 
order to sustain and improve their services. 
Particularly during austere times. Since members 
of the public are the beneficiaries of library 
services, they need to be involved in library 
development especially when funds are 
inadequate. Relying solely on government to 
provide every thing may have adverse effect on 
library services. This is exemplified by the Warri 
branch of the defunct Bendel state library board, 
which embarked on aggressive public relations 
programmed towards the progress of the library. 
The achievements recorded in this regard include 
interactive securing of new library premises, 
building of children and reference libraries etc
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Several student have showed that Nigerian 
basically read to pass school examinations and 
for career advancement. Most people have not 
been trained to develop the skill of reading for 
pleasure. Several factors including the use of 
foreign medium specifically English language 
affects the reading habits of children. Against this 
backdrop, a survey on the reading habits and 
interest of secondary school students in Bauchi 
metropolis was conducted, it revealed the 
following findings (i) The family background of the 
students did not contribute significantly towards 
the reading habits of the children as few homes 
have libraries (ii) The school libraries were ill - 
equipped and under — utilized (iii) none of the 
libraries as was manned by a professional (iv) 
only a smaller proportion of the students read 
newspapers (v) A larger proportion of the students 
practiced reading for pleasure. This needs to be 
encouraged (vi) Most of the students hard 
preference for African writers as their favorites (vii) 
Most of the students did not use Bauchi state 
public library as the stock and services offered 
were inadequate. Bauchi state government 
should fully equip the libraries in order to enable 
them provide the much needed bibliographic 
support for the education of the students.
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Reference service is a very important aspect of 
library services. It is a service directed towards 
satisfying information need of a user by providing 
answer to his/her query whether quick reference 
query or research query. The public services 
Department of the National Library of Nigeria 
renders reference and users' services to the 
public in accordance with the intellectual activities 
and maintaining a comprehensive collection of 
bibliographic resources for unrestricted access. 
Services rendered include: answering users 
queries; user Education; compilation of 
bibliographies indexing and abstracting, current 
awareness services, referral service, subpoena 
and internet services.
However, a number of challenges is militating 
effective service delivery. These ranges from 
inadequate bibliographic resources and 
unsuitable environment to epileptic internet 
services occasioned by incenssant n< >wer outage 
and low of application of ICT to libf.i ’ outine. In 
this era of global digital information race, it is 
imperative for the National library of Nigeria to 
revive its collection policy to accommodate new 
resource as well as expediting action on the 
automation of services. Besides, there is need for 
provision of an alternative power supply.
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*

The rural communities are basted with a number
of problems which hinder library services and free 
flow of information public libraries therefore, 
should bridge the information gap between rural 
dwellers and urban communities and at the same 
time act as liaison agents between the former and 
the government. This will entail provision of 
information on all sectors essential for the 
progress of rural areas particularly that of political 
awareness and development. Again, since some 
rural communities activity engages in caring out 
development projects, they need information not 
only to carry out and improve on their efforts, but 
also to enable the government know what they are 
doing. Towards meeting the information needs of 
the rural community public libraries must continue 
with the practice of mobile library services as well 
as employing translation services and audio 
recording of information in individual language for 
the purpose of information dissemination to rural 
areas. More libraries should be established and 
well equipped to enhance their services. As 
bonafide citizens who pay tax, rural people 
deserve general amenities from the government 
libraries should be funded by government to 
enable them organize adult literacy programmed 
that will raise rural communities level of literacy 
and awareness of contemporary issues. ____
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is observed that information services are not
evenly provided in Nigeria. The needs of some 
people have not been met in the provision of
information services i.e. the handicap, the
institutionalized and the rural areas. Librarians 
are duty bound to ensure that Nigerian economic 
status have equal access to needed information. 
They need to live up to expectation as information 
providers and stimulate Nigerians to appreciate 
the value of reading whatever problems being 
encountered. Extending information services to 
rural areas like other agencies is very essential. 
Unless librarians render community oriented
services to people, they may not all that be 
relevant. Hence they need to carry out library
outreach 
information

services which entail provision of
services to the disadvantaged

specialized group and the institutionalized. 
Provision of effective outreach services required 
certain steps: Community survey to identify the 
needs of a community; souring for funds to 

co-operation betweenexecute the services
libraries for resource sharing and liason with 
government and NGOs.
Hindrances to execution of outreach services can 
be overcome with the involvement of all tiers of 
government; Nigerian library Association as well 
as formation of public library standards and 
restructioning of library schools curriculum to
reflect library outreach services
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The provision of SDI services has upgraded the 
status of librarianship. Thus, librarians are no 
longer mere information providers but active and 
effective participants in the information cycles. 
SDI is a core function of Research Institute 
Libraries and special libraries. However, despite 
the impact of SDI services on librarianship, 
research institute libraries seem to be lagging 
behind. Researchers have complained of not 
being provided with adequate information to 
perform their duties. This can be attributed to 
several factors, most importantly inadequate 
funds, poor technological knowledge, poor library 
role etc. The way forward in this regard include 
among other things : Total computerization of 
research libraries; sourcing of funds not only from 
the government but also corporate bodies, 
revision of the library schools’ curricula to reflect 
the demands of the new age.
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An investigation conducted into the use of the 
serial collection in the library of River State 
University of Science and Technology (RSUST) 
revealed their little utilization despite the fact that 
they took the greater part of the Library’s book 
vote. To improve the situation, a modified 
Selective Dissemination of Information (SDI) was 
introduced.
A form was designed to obtain information about 
ten journals which each staff would want to be 
informed about their content regularly and any 
other five journal which he/she would like to see 
but which were not available. Thus, the 
information needs of the staff was in this regard 
was established. Accordingly, photocopies of 
table of contents of journals derived by each staff 
were sent to them regularly with a letter informing 
them about the availability of such journals. The 
photocopies of the full length article are then 
provided on request at a minimal charge.
The introduction of modified SDI proved effective 
in several ways: these include among others 
increased patronage and use of journals and
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fostering of strong relationship between the library 
and faculty members, thus affording them the 
opportunity of participation in serial, selection 
process. On the whole the study shows that SDI 
service could be offered without huge financial 
and computer related commitments.
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The economic upheaval of the 70's and 89's 
showed down library development in Nigeria. 
Though a high sum of money was committed to 
education at all level, especially with the 
introduction of Universal primary education (UBE) 
at the primary school level in 1976, the school 
libraries were neglected. The UBE was followed 
by the launching of National mass literacy 
campaign in on 8th September, 1982. The later, 
however, failed to achieve the desired aim of 
eradicating mass illiteracy. Hence the launching of 
Universal Basic Education (UBE) on 30th 
September, 1999: Prior to this time, the Nigerian 
Government acknowledge the importance of 
school libraries through the National Policy on 
education (1981) and recognized the need to 
supply materials and train staff for the school 
librarian.
In the light of the foregoing, the innovative 
strategies for secondary school libraries services 
Development for the UBE programme include the 
following among others:
LOCATION: The library should be located in a 
noiseless Zone - the centre of the school 
classroom on the first floor of the school building 
but if it is a school with only bungalow it should be
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located at the centre of the school classrooms and 
should be spacious* enough with adequate 
reading tables and chairs.
SERVICES: These is the need for provision of 
school textbooks recreational and reference 
reading materials organized on the shelves using 
standard rules. The stock should also include 
non-print materials.
LIASON WITH EXTERNAL AGENCIES: To boost 
library services, the secondary school libraries 
need to liase with some organizations like the 
state library Board, Government parastatals etc. 
SCHOOL LIBRARY RESOURCES: School 
library should be managed by a teacher Librarian 
with library Assistants.
FUNDING: In view of the fact that school libraries 
have gained Federal government recognition, all 
stake-holders should pay more attention to 
funding of school libraries.
PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL: To 
achieve this the use of air-conditioning, 
fluorescent luminaries and location of the library 
in a quiet place relative to other activities are 
recommended.
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Since the school library is an integrate part of
school life needs to be used properly
Therefore, it is not enough to provide bibliographic 
resources without guidelines on how to use them. 
The library periods should be devoted to teaching
and learning the use of book and library
techniques. The content of library instruction 
given during the library period should cover the 
following:- (1) Handling of books (2) the parts of a 
book and their purpose (3) Reference books and 
how to use them (4) The library catalogue and how 
to use it (5) book classification (6) periodical and 
periodical index (7) bibliographic and sources of 
books. The teachers- librarian is best placed to 
handle library periods by the virtue of status as a 
teacher and training in library work. It is expected 
that trained teachers will be able to adapt their 
knowledge of teaching other subject to teach 
pupils how to use the library. Furthermore, 
considering the fact that education is a continuous 
process, the library work should be planned in 
such a way that the pupil is introduced to the 
public library before losing contact with the school 
library.
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Abstract: The National Policy on Education sets out to
correct flows in the inherited Educational system 
in order to create an educational philosophy 
geared towards the realization of national goals. It 
recognizes the important roles of human 
resources including library training in the 
implementation of the policy. The question now is 
how well-equipped are the Anambra State school 
libraries to meet the challenges of the new 
educational system?
Situation reports present a some bering but 
hopeful picture of school libraries in Anambra 
State. A significant progress in library 
development has been recorded due to the efforts 
of the Anambra school libraries Association 
government and Anambra State Library Board. 
According to the report of the Best school Library 
competition of 1986, published in Anambra State 
school Bulletin, vol. 14, no 1 of April, 1987, out of 
the several schools surveyed (less than half of the 
total number of schools) on the basis of 
accommodation, equipment, staff and book- 
stock, 15 percent were considered standard, 60 
percent considered fair while the rest were of a 
poor quality. A large number of schools were



however not surveyed due to either lack of 
functional libraries or because the inspecting
team could not read them. In addition, a survey 
carried out at NSUKKA Local Government Area in 
1987 revealed that over half of the post-primary
schools surveyed met the minimum
accommodation standard of at least two 
classrooms size, and more than half had book- 
stock of over one-thousand volumes which is far 
less than the minimum standard. On the whole, 
one can conclude that although the standard of 
Anambra state school libraries is not high, a 
number of schools have functional libraries to 
support the National Policy on Education.
To enhance the role of school libraries in the new 
educational system, attention must be paid to the 
book collection notably fiction and penodicals as 
well as in service training for both teacher- 
librarian and the teaching staff.
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School library serves the teachers and the 
students of a given school. Its first role is to select 
bibliographic materials that are added to the 
library collection. It is an essential aspect of 
collection development which simply means 
building a library resources, consulting of 
preference books, textbooks or monographs, 
fiction and non-fiction, penochicals and non-print 
materials.
The process of collection development involves 
community analysis, selection policies, 
acquisition, weeding and evaluation. These are 
very essential to enable school library resources 
to be relevant to the needs of its parent 
community. The criteria for selection are: The 
suitability of the material; usefulness to people's 
needs; relation to the collection; attention of 
reviewers; indepth treatment and competence of 
the author. For effective selection exercise, the 
school library selection committee comprising all 
the major stake-holders should be involved. 
Besides, there are a number of Book and 
Periodical selection Aids to guide in the selection 
school library resources e.g Books-in-print,
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National bibliography of Nigeria, Nigerian file for 
International standard serial number (ISSN) etc. 
Selection is followed by acquisition and involves 
Book purchases, legal deposit, and gift and 
exchanges. It is observed that some times many 
items are donated to the library as gifts without 
any request whereas these must be hinted to 
whatthe library concise.
Weeding is an essential aspect of collection 
development aimed at keeping the resources up- 
to-date and relevance, while Evaluation of the 
collection which is the last stage of collection 
development is equally essential as it is 
concerned with the assessment of adequacy of 
resources the chentele's needs.
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Abstract: Libraries as integral part of education system is
guaranteed by the National Policy on Education 
which recognizes Libraries as the most important 
educational services. In view of the changing role 
of the school library in the educational programme 
of the school, it is being referred to in many 
designations such as school library media centre, 
school media centre etc.
The major contributions of the school library to the 
success of the school include: encouraging 
reading, expanding learning resources, 
developing values and attitudes and assisting 
with development skills. Therefore, the 
knowledge-base for the school libraries should be 
the one that promotes these values. These 
include: collection development, knowledge of 
multi-media resources, basic information 
handling skill, knowledge scientific research 
methods, programme planning and evaluation, 
knowledge of interactive sources that will enable 
children to meet the challenges of growing into 
adulthood and becoming responsible citizens, 
reference and information services among others. 
The minimum qualification for a school librarian 
should be a diploma in library and Information



science. But ideally, Bachelor and Master of 
Library science are preferable.
To enhance the transformation of Nigeria into an 
Informative society in the next millennium, there is 
urgent need for National Information Policy that 
will recognize the importance of school libraries 
as a pre-requisite for a flourishing democracy.
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Abstract:

T

The “minimum standards for school libraries in 
Nigeria” stipulates that the professional lead of the 
library be properly trained and referred to as the 
school librarian (and not teacher librarian). The 
curricula for training of school librarians in 
Nigerian should cover courses in librarianship, 
management, and education. There is need for 
professional librarianship bodies to sensitize the 
government on the need for a crash training 
programmed for school librarians. These bodies 
need to work closely with library schools to 
develop needs of school librarians. These 
professional bodies should be at the fore front of 
making school librarianship a profession to be 
proud of.
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School library service in Nigeria within the last four 
decades has witnessed remarkable development 
from being a private school proprietor's concern to 
that of government concern underthe NPEC/UBE 
programmed. The UBE programmed impacted 
positively more on the state of school library 
service in the primary schools than in the 
secondary schools where efforts to provide 
libraries are still left in the hands of the school 
management. Besides, school library in Nigeria 
owe its development to the Unesco, British 
council, professional library Associations public 
libraries and federal ministry of education. The 
public school library is however, faced with a 
number of problems that posed as impediment to 
its further development the way forward in this 
regard is for government to adopt the resolutions 
passed since 1978 by the Nigeria school library 
Association in addition to creating school library 
database for planning purposes.
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Abstract: Sources of scientific and technological
information published in Nigeria have not been 
well organized for the purpose of dissemination to 
users. Apart from book, which enjoys encouraging

others like journals, conference
proceedings, technical and annual reports etc are 
not well organized for easy accessibility. Although 
a substantial portion of research findings in 
Nigeria are published in journals, a greater portion 
are not covered by any indexing and abstracting
services in the country except those ones
published outside. However, this may be due to 
irregular appearance of journals which carry 
them.
Hence, there is the need for establishment of a 
National bibliographic center such as National 
Science Information Centre (NASIC) to handle 
acquisition, organization and dissemination of all 
Scientific and Technological information in Nigeria 
in order to create effective access to them.
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Social and Cultural studies are new studies 
introduced into the curriculum in Nigerian schools 
following the recommendation of the first national 
curriculum conference held in 1971. As subject 
designed to enable the Nigerian child to fit in well 
in his/her community, many of the subjects taught 
are new and provision is made for modification of 
the topics to reflect local needs. To this end, 
school environment should give the children 
opportunities to learn and live creatively by 
implication in terms of learning resources in the 
employment of both of print and non. Print media 
by teachers in addition to provision of adequate 
physical structure and space. Coincidentally, the 
variety of learning resources required are 
available in the local environment books including 
reference books that refiect local needs; 
publication of state ministries of education etc; 
audio -visual resources; recording on tapes of 
mass media etc. The government has a key role to 
play in the provision of learning resources 
particularly audio — visual resources to school, 
while Libraries should be provided in school to 
collect and promote utilization of learning 
resources.
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By their nature, special libraries differ from other 
types of libraries on the other hand, there are 
varieties of the library itself. Hence, it is difficult to 
give a widely accepted definition of a special 
library. Its nature is better understood through an 
analysis of its functions and characteristic rather 
than a clear art definition. Against this 
background, it difficult to formulate standards for 
special libraries on the one hand, it is wrong to 
apply to special libraries standards applicable to 
other libraries on the other hand, standards 
applicable to one special library many not be 
suitable for another special library. Therefore, 
librarians need to exercise caution in formulating 
quantitative standard for special libraries besides 
it is wrong to copy standard meant for industrial 
societies without taking into consideration socio - 
economic differences. However, the following 
point among others should be noted towards 
effective and efficient provision of information 
services a well written objectives based on those 
of the parent organization, a well defined 
acquisition policy competent, motivated and 
dedicated staff, appropriate current awareness 
services, adequate facilities, adequate and 
judicious disbursement of budget etc
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There is the need to apply survival management 
strategies in the management of information 
institution in some key areas in a depressed 
economy like Nigeria.
BOOK STOCK: The concept of resource sharing 
must be applied because no library can ever be 
self-sufficient even in the midst of economy 
prosperity alone of a depressed economy ; book 
purchaser should be restricted to only titles 
relevant to the Parent institutions objectives; 
drawing up academic and subject profiles to 
donor agencies for donation of relevant books;
indigenous publishing etc.
STAFFING: This involves employing the right 
caliber of staff and can be achieved by drawing up 
human Resource utilization plan that will contain 
proposed arrangements for recruitment and staff 
development.
FINANCE: This entails exploring and utilizing 
sources of funds other than government 
subventions such as development fund raising 
endeavour through which prospective donors are 
advised to channel their donations to Library 
Projects, and close monitoring of the funds
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generated to guard against their diversion to other 
purposes.
PHYSICAL FACILITIES: Considering the fact that 
gigantic Project cannot be sustained in a 
depressed economy, information institutions must 
opt for simple but functional Library building like 
the Edo State University Library at Ekpoma. 
Obstacles to implementation of survival 
management strategies in Nigeria Universities 
include undue emphasis on gigantic structures at 
the expense of reading and research materials; 
political consideration and rivalries mar the idea of 
centre of excellence advocated by Nigerian 
University commission whereby each University 
with its library would be reputed for its strength in a 
particular discipline and in the library resources in 
that area.
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User Studies or Reading interest

User/Reading habits, University ofAdo-Ekiti

A sample 110 undergraduates of university of Ado 
- Ekiti was drawn to examine reading habits of 
students. Ninety seven (97) responses, 
representing 88% were received and analyzed. 
The findings show that undergraduates engage in 
utilitarian reading as 73 (75.26%) of the sampled 
population confirmed this. Eight (82.47%) claimed 
that they use the library more during the session 
Recommendations were made on how to 
inculcate the habit of reading both for examination 
and for leisure.
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Abstract: Information and communication technology (ICT) 
provides increased opportunities for women to 
have access to information and education. Global 
reports pant portray a depre picture of socio­
economic and political condition of women in 
developing countries generally with some
improvement in recent times. For instance, 
Nigeria ranks second in the list of countries with 
high maternal deaths whereas they ought to enjoy 
good health as this will increase their productivity 
in public and private life. A high level of illiteracy is 
also prevalent among women though the ratio of 
girl-child to boy-child has been improving. Also, 
the imbalance between men and women in the 
political arena where the former dominate power
s being redressed with more women

representation in government. Furthermore
majority of women in Nigeria are poor with no 
access to credit facility yet they contribute 60 
percent of the nation's food produce and 70 
percent of the rural agricultural work-force. The 
deplorable condition of women provoked agitation 
leading to formation of women organizations 
championing enhanced status of women. Nigeria 
has ratified several international conventions
related to women agenda locally and
internationally.
Women in developing countries constitute a tiny 
minority of ICT users. They require ICT literacy to 
utilize the technology. Women enhancement has 
become a global issue with positive impact on
their status
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