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Stevens9 First Year
^VHEN Sierra Leone became indepen­

dent on April 27, eight years ago. 
Mr. Siaka Stevens was in detention. His 
newly formed APC was suspected of 
complicity in disturbances that might 
have affected the pleasantries of the inde­
pendence celebrations. Seven years later, 
almost to the day. he was sworn in as 
Prime Minuter of a “ national ” govern­
ment This month he has reconstructed 
the government so that it is now. with 
the exception of a handful of indepen­
dents, entirely APC. The SLPP. winch 

under Sir Milton Margai once seemed 
destined to rule Sierra Leone for ever, is 
now reduced to 12 members in the House 
ol Representatives.

Although there i 
APC won the gene 
this change in the 
not come about peace 
which eight years 
enjoy stability 
authority of Sir I 
cnccd the corruf 
the Margai r 
military coup, 
former Bngadic 
led by pnv 
military regir

is no doubt that the 
icral election of 1967. 

parties’ fortunes has 
;cfully. Sierra Leone, 
ago seemed likely to 

under the benevolent 
Milton, has since experi- 

ipt and despotic rule of 
i regime, martial law, the 
"n, the eccentric rule of the 
__ ier Juxon-Smith. the mutiny 
ivates which overthrew the 

Jmc, and the tension between 
the mutiny and the swearing in of Mr. 
Stevens and his civilian government on 
April 26.

There followed the anxious 
when the army and police 
remained in jail, and last 

in vi

period 
officers 

year’s state of 
emergency resulting in violence in by­
elections which finally sealed the fate 
of the SLPP. Astonishingly. Sierra Leone 
survived all this, and a balance sheet of 
the state of the nation can be drawn up. 

Although election petitions arc pend­
ing against some APC MPs (the electoral 
commission itself expressed uneasiness 
about the conduct of some by-elections) 
Sierra Leone now has a House of Repre­
sentatives which represents political feel­
ing fairly. SLPP members may now 
constitute only a fifth of the House, but 
they can be an effective opposition. It 
now' looks less likely that the APC will 
attempt to turn Sierra Leone into a one- 
party state—Sir Albert Margai tried and 
failed. Political violence, on the other 
hand, appears to have become endemic 
and. while both parties are to blame, the 
ruling party sometimes seems unable

to control its wilder elements.
In some parts of the country the posi­

tion ol chiefs. wh,».h under Sir Milton, 
who knew how they could be used as a 
stabilising force, seemed more certain 
than in most African countries, is in 
'•••estion. Particularly in the North.

because of the overwhelming 
i of the APC, political violence is 
ious than in the South, there arc 

constant outbreaks of violence against 
chiefs.

The SLPP came into being as a protest 
against the attempted domination of 
Sierra Leone politics by those who did 
not regard themselves as part of a 
developing nation but as representatives 
of an elite. But tribalism, as understood 
in Nigeria, did not for many years seem 
likely to be a political problem in Sierra 
Leone Now. although the ugly outbreaks 
last year were contained, tribalism must 
always be regarded as a factor in the 
country’s politics. This most hospitable 
of countries, too. whose own people have 
migrated up and down the West African 
coast, has also adopted a restrictionist 
attitude to foreigners, of which the most 
extreme example is the expulsion of the 
Ghanaian fishermen.

It is, however, foreigners who probably 
bear the main responsibility for one of 
the country’s most serious problems—the 
illicit digging of diamonds, with the law­
lessness and social evils to which it gives 
rise At last the government appears 
cautiously to be weeding out some 
foreigners from Kono, but this particular 
problem is now far worse than it has 
ever been On the other hand, while 
smuggling remains important, official pur­
chases of diamonds are at record levels, 
and there is little sign of the exhaustion 
of the deposits which, even eight years 
ago, was widely prophesied.

In 1961 it seemed possible that low 
grade iron orc deposits at Tonkolili might 
be developed. That now seems a remote 
prospect But there is record production 
at the Marampa mine, where expansion 
is assured by long-term Japanese con­
tracts. The long delayed production of 
rutile by Shcrbro Minerals has started, 
but, though now improving, is still at a 
low level. Bauxite production, however, 
is flourishing.

The Marketing Board has recovered 
from the mismanagement of the Margai

Nigor.a 11 6d (N)

been for the last seven months. The 
difficult terrain of Bende Division and 
the town of Arochuku are much less im­
portant from the federal point of view. 
Another federal objective is probably the 
clusively mobile Biafran radio station, w 
without which Biafra would have much 
less credibility.

So many factors must be taken into 
consideration that firm prophecy about 
the future course of the war. or about 
its conclusion, is impossible. Although 
the fall of Umuahia may mean the end 
of effective Biafran civilian administra­
tion, the army can continue organised 
fighting so long as arms and ammuni­
tion continue to come in to Uli. Orlu 
is protected to the north by hills, but 
jan be approached fairly easily from 
I couth; except for the possible capture

'tiafran leadership, however. Orlu 
less to the
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regime in time to take advantage of h$ 
world prices for cocoa, and money u 
again circulating in the palm product 
areas. Rice cultivation is improving, art 
self-sufliciency is now prophesied. Th 
balance of payments crisis has been sur 
mounted, although partly because of th 
contractor-finance "white elephants' 
which the Prime Minister listed in : 
speech last month, the burden of extent 
debt is very heavy.

The recent wave of strikes, w 
Government handled firmly and 
reflects discontent with the rising cost o 
living, and there may be trouble over th 
“ phasing out” of the railway. But on th 
whole the economic picture is far hap 
pier than it was a year ago. and probabl] 

than it was eight years ago.
This, then, is not a bad balance sheet 

and Mr. Stevens has had only a yearn 
office. If the economic trends coniine 
if political violence, from any quarter 
can be contained, if illicit diamond die 
ging can be controlled, if chiefs andp» 
pic can reconciled, and if the bitterne* 
of the past can be forgottc-’ c*"” 
Leone can justify the he 
eight years ago.

SOUTHERN STAR SHIPPING CO. INC 
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Red Cross Figures
A CCORD1NG to recent reports oto 

relief work on both sides in fc 

Nigerian war. the International Comir-- 
tee of the Red Cross feeds about 9S9.0.’ 
people in Federal territory arJ nrnA1 
in Biafra. Personnel on the 
bcr 1,323 (265 expatriates) on L._. 
side and 696 (79 expatriates) on th 
Biafran, together with 33 fall expatm­
at Cotonou and 20 fall expatriate b- 
seven) in Fernando Po. It uses two sb? 
for transport of relief from Lagos 2 
Port Harcourt and Calabar, a DC4bis- 

for relief airlifts in Feder; 
four DC7s based in Sis' 
, for the main airlift to Biif' 

three DC-6B, two Stn- 
._____ a Transall, while tk
other Stratofreighters ready i 

___________ To March 27 flights t 
Biafra from Fernando Po and Dahore 
totalled 1,105, carrying 10,753 tons c 
relief supplies.

For transport the Red Cross operate 
uses 369 lorries on the Federal side r 
46 in Biafra. In Nigerian-held territoi 
there were 36,600 tons of relief stod 
(45 per cent, cereals, 20 per cent, yn3 
20 per cent, garri. the rest beans, mJ 
stockfish, etc.) and 22 distribution centra 
in Biafra no stocks are kept, but the 
arc 11 distribution centres, while th.’ 
arc stocks in Santa Isabel (2.600 tw 
and Cotonou (1,800), and 41,644 to 
cn route from Europe for both skk 
The stocks for Biafra arc 40 per cei 
stockfish and 125 per cent. milk. ICS 
medical assistance given to 130.0 
people (50,000 in Federally-held area 
while 1,097,000 children have be 
vaccinated against smallpox and 457,0 
against measles.

SHIPS’ ITINERARIES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
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By a correspondent
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Pausing for Breath
The Federal forces themselves 

|uirc one of the “ pai 
followed their 

: —to rebuild : 
and re-think 

lines

?orts from other 
>ugh the federal 
‘ apparently sur- 
td the reported 

>< the 
progress 

to the

The 
at the 
operation from the federal hi 
of Okigwi and Afikpo, captun 
small town of Uzuakoh on April 
a few days later the rail-road inter­
section village of Ovim. Then, last 
week, the second prong, moving in from 
Afikpo, mainly through bush roads, they 
took the town of Bcndc (on April 15), 
12 miles east of Umuahia. One report 
says that in this offensive, “forsaking 
their conventional tactics of clinging to 
the highways, they took the Biafrans 
completely by surprise by zig-zagging 
along jungle paths".

OC>K’

town. Philippe Decraenc of Le Monde, 
who has been in Biafra, has written 
graphically about the exodus of refugees 
on the road between Umuahia and Orlu 
(some estimates say there were well over 
half a million people in Umuahia). 
Dccraenc has also described present 
activity at the Uh airstrip, where last 
week traffic in both relief 
planes seemed to be continuing. I 
records that the arms seemed tc 
than 20 tons a day, almost entirely rifles 
and ammunition.

The Biafrans are now repor 
dug in on the banks of the 
a few miles to the West of Umuahia. 
There have been few repc 
parts of the front, althou 
garrison in Owerri is still 
rounded by Biafrans, and the repc 
“ reorganisation" continues of 
Second Division, whose lack of pr 
may also, perhaps, be attributed 
"zig-zag trenches" on the Onitsha-Uli 
road. The capture 
to cut Biafra in 1 
expect a link-up ■ 
troops on the Al 
number one federal objective is still 
surely the Uli airstrip, as indeed it has

umavit’cs may 
causes " which 
ir capture of 

supplies, 
tactics, 

are now longer, 
dispersed, than 

ay not seriously 
units which nor­

ip to the roads, and tarmac 
that, they do affect Hying, 

into Port Harcourt. There 
of bridges and culverts for 

ins to destroy in iLc hope of 
particularly those of

April 17 after a four-day silence; this 
was felt to indicate that the transmitters, 
which have been moved in the past on 
more than one occasion, have once again 
been transferred. The new site is likely 
to be in one of the villages round Orlu. 
but there is no positive confirmation. 
West Get man Caritas have said that their 
radio link with Umuahia has gone dead 
without explanation (it was mounted on 
a truck). Other telecommunication links 
have reportedly become increasingly diffi­
cult. The much used Umuahia-Lisbon 
Telex has ceased to function, and it is 
only from Uli that it is possible to com­
municate with the outside world; one 
reporter noted that this method has the 
advantage of freedom from censorship.

Col. Ojukwu himself, according to 
intelligence reports reaching Lagos, was 
one of the last to leave the capital at the 
weekend, which apart from the military 
presence had by ’

been for the last seven months. The 
difficult terrain of Bende Division and 
the town of Arochuku arc much less im­
portant from the federal point of view. 
Another federal objective is probably the 
elusively mobile Biafran radio statiotS 
without which Biafra would have much 
less credibility.

So many factors must be taken into 
consideration that firm prophecy about 
the future course of the war, or about 
its conclusion, is impossible. Although 
the fall of Umuahia may mean the end 
of effective Biafran civilian administra­
tion, the army can continue organised 
fighting so long as arms and ammuni­
tion continue to come in to Uli. Orlu 
is protected to the north by hills, but 
can be approached fairly easily from 
the south, except for the possible capture 
of the Biafran leadership, however. Orlu 
and Nkvverre matter far less to the 
Federal forces than docs Uli.

now requov * 
have always 
a major objective 
reorganise units. 
Federal supply li 
and federal forces more c 
ever. While the rains maj 
affect the movement of 
mally keep to the rot 
roads at t. 
particularly 
are plenty 
the Biafrai 
impeding advances, 
the armoured cars.

If Uli is taken and Biafran forces 
retreat westward, where they still appear 
to hold the bank of the Niger, they will 
presumably attempt to cross into the Ibo 
areas of the Mid-West State. Dr. Arikpo 
says that the Onitsha-bascd Second Divi­
sion has already taken precautions to deal 
with this, but there may still be con­
siderable infiltration to the Mid-West, 
where there has been some guerrilla 
activity, now successfully contained.

For a Federal advance the crowds of 
civilians may be the main obstacle, for 
both humanitarian and tactical reasons. 
Even if many have stayed in the areas 
now overrun by the Federal forces and 
others have actually come over to the 
Federal side, there must be vast numbers 
now in the area of the Uli airstrip. If 
General Gowon had adequate paratroops 
and aircraft, the capture of the airstrip 
might be relatively easy. For ground 
forces the task is likely to prove far more 
difficult, and the air force has never 
shown itself capable of putting the air­
strip out of action, or of effective combat 
support for ground troops.

It must be remembered, however, that 
both the soldiers and the civilians will 
now become more dependent on food 
flown into Uli, and that the danger of 
epidemics, miraculously kept at bay so 
far, will be intensified.

The Town Evacuated
On Sunday April 13 came the first 

reports that Umuahia was being shelled, 
repeating the time-honoured pal 
federal advance, seen at Asaba, 
Port Harcourt, Aba, Owcrri. \ 
first started there was panic amor 
civilian population, and the L 
police reportedly prevented r 
force from leaving the town, , 
shots over the heads of the crowd. After 
a couple of days, however, the flight 
of the civilians was no longer prevented 
although vans continued to patrol the 
streets saying “ Umuahia is not 
threatened. All civil defence and night 
watch should come out and help the 
army." By mid-week the Biafran 
government also started to move to its 
new provisional capital of Nkwcrrc, a 
small town six miles south-east of Orlu, 
one of the largest remaining towns left 
to the Biafrans, and about twenty miles 
from the "Annabelle" airstrip 
Ihiala. The International Red ( 
Geneva announced that it, too, had 
evacuated its headquarters from 
Umuahia to Orlu and to the neighbour­
ing village of Umuowa, 12 miles from 
Uli on April 17. although Red Cross 
teams were working close to the front 
at Abiriba, south of Umuahia.

Biafra radio returned to the air on

zLaXoui

W
I Tu_

A FTER several days of rumours 
especially prevalent in Lagos, it was 

finally announced at a news conference 
on Wednesday by Chief Enahoro. Com­
missioner for Information, that Umuahia 
had been captured by federal troops of 
the First Division, commanded by Col. 
Shua. The only details yet available, 
said Chief Enahoro, were that the first 
federal tioops arrived at the outskirts of 
Umuahia on Friday April 18 and the 
main attacking body arrived on Sunday, 
April 20. "The battle then started and 
by yesterday (/\pril 22) all rebel resist­
ance in Umuahia had been broken. 
Federal forces are now well to the west 
and south of Umuahia."

operation to take Umuahia began 
end of March with a two-pronged 

held towns 
iring the 
rd 2, and
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Ghana's Politicians Get Ready
By a correspondent
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A Ghana Labour Party?
Partly for this reason, it will be interet 

ing to sec whether the TUC decides 
stay out of politics, to support an exhtinj 
party, or to form a Labour Party ilseK 
Mr. Benjamin Bcntum has said it will decide 
a month '' ** *

Apart 
unionist, 
failed m . 
Bcntum as 
hopes to form a | 
old (younger than ____
leaders) he is a former exilci 
leader who. during his sucecs 
tion for exemption from 
ban. , ‘ . 
sones to the 
(D ami nah Calypso, I' 
Ways, etc.) and joint

known for 
ncncc wher 
ban on pub 
November 
tun the!. and 
gave a news cc 
be wi’ling 
(The idea 
party or 
Pion ~ 
the sudf 
the CPP

• ist

____ ecr 
seing and justs
He pointed «" 

?c number of our pen?-’ 
.•d down by lack of gainW 

food, shelter, basic shelx 
good health.”

Gbedemah and Coalition
The old Opposition’s entry into politics 

has been fairly publicised compared with 
the activities of Mr. K A Gbcdemah’s 
following, and of the “Third Force." Mr. 
Gbedcmah s plans to re-enter politics.

Busia's Progress Party
In the past few weeks the Ghanaian 

new >papcrs, notably the independent daily posit 
Pioneer of Kumasi. have been filled with if tl 
previews of Ghana’s post-ban political 
scene. Prominent in that scene, it now 
appears, will be the Progress Party to be 
led—according to Mr. Ohenrbi Kwow 
R chardson—by the old United Parly leader. 
Kofi Busia. The UP. banned when Ghana 
became a one-party state in 1964. remained 
illegal when the NLC took over. By 1967 
it was assumed all round that Dr. Busia was 
a candidate for political office after the 
return to civilian rule. His appointment as 
head of the organisers of the centre for 
Civic Education in July 1967 led to some 
criticism, on the grounds that a former 
political leader should not be responsible 
for simple education of people in their 
civic and political rights: he defended him­
self by saying that he never gave a political 
character to the work of the Centre. and 
clearly this was acceptable to the NIX?.

Defections and Splits?
What of other former leaders of the UP. 

several of whom (such as Messrs. Victo" 
Owusu. Reginald Amoonsah and Modesto 
Aoaloo) have held high offices under the 
NLC? Here some insight was offered by 
Kwamc Kcssc-z\du. the columnist of the 
Pioneer, in his "Accra Diary." 
diary, called “Politicians and 
paign Trail.” ridiculed talk . 
between Dr. Busia and some of 
He said that Mr. Apaloo had 
Dr. Busia to address a meeting 
the Volta Region—in the heart 
supporters of Dr. Busia’s 
Komla Gbedemah) at 

a split betwec" ,u- 1 
that Mr. 
chairman 

d from I* 
iponsah we 
lanning 

time

: years.
Ts decree immediately after the couj 
rabruary 24. 1966. prevented the actua 

of political parties, it dH 
informal gatherings of political’y- 

peoplc. It could hardly have done 
beginnings of many other political 

also go back 
for long a 
all political 

>$ because of this, the 
proera'r’me for a time 

■c of the ban on parties 
ich it always allowed 
lifted before parha-

inist of
One ojy’s 
the C im 

jf a split 
these men

I gone with 
at Kcta (in 

rtland of the 
rival. Mr.

----------- ..... about the time 
that a split between the two was rumoired: 
and that Mr. William Ofori Atta (who 
was chairman of the Cocoa Market ng 
Board from 1966 to last year) and Mr. 
Amponsah were at Dr. Busia’s home 
“planning their campaign strategy" at the 
same time as similar rumours were made 
concerning them.

Mr. Richardson, however, has now said 
that as people like Messrs ’Owusu. Ampon­
sah and Joe Appiah were men of their 
own ideas, it was “most likely" that some 
might not follow' Dr Busia and his new 
party. Messrs. Victor Owusu and R. R. 
Amponsah (who was a detainee for seven 
years, having earlier been Secretary-General 
of the NLM) have, no doubt by coinci­
dence. both recently lost Government 

itions. leaving them free to enter politics 
they wish. But they have not been 

frequently mentioned as leaders or as 
separate candidates for political leadership. 
Mr. Appiah has. An cx-dctaincc who. like 
Mr. Amponsah and many others, went over 
from the CPP to the UP. he is now head of 
the Ghana Bar Association, a representa­
tive of the Association at the Constituent 
Assembly, and a frequent speechmakcr. 
Like Messrs. Owusu and Amponsah. he is 
from the Ashanti Region. Kessc-Adu admits 
Appiah has left the Busia fold but hopes he 
will return.

For two years Dr. Busia also headed the 
Political Advisory Committee, and its 
successor (from July 1967) the National 
Advisory Committee; this was dissolved 
last October. He has since been making 
speeches at the Centre for Civic Education, 
at the Constituent Assembly (where he 
represents his home district of Wcnchi) and 
elsewhere. He cancelled, however, a new. 
conference which he was to give on March 
28 to give details of his political plans: and 
it was his former lieutenant. Mr Richard­
son. who gave details of the new Progress 
Party. Dr Busia’s leadership of the parly, 
he said, had been approved by the founders 
comprising “old colleagues.” some “pro* 
gressive" members of the old nfgime. and 
people newly coming into politics. On th*: 
policy of the party he said it would aim 
at a progressive, liberal and democratic 
society, with basic rights for all and 
tribalism, nepotism or discrimination.

for this tease 
whether 
politics, to

• to form a I 
amin Bcntum has 
after May 1.
from this, one former trade 
Mr. John Alex Hamah, 

an attempt to replace Mr. B A 
is TUC Secretary-General last year 

party. About 30 year* 
i the major praspecMt

"ed Opposite 
..-•ssful appba 
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played records of old anti-Nkrum?
to the Exemptions Commissi1 

Nkrnmah Change Yes’ 
acd in the choruses

XT HANA’S “Third Force." which is to 
become one of the new political parties 

when the ban on parties is lifted on May 
1. claims ihqt it has been op?ratinc for 
three years. This shows that, though the 
NLC’s decree immediately after the coup 
of February 24. 1966. prevented the actual 
formation of political parties, it dit not 
apply to it ‘ ~ “
minded people. It could hardly ha 
so: the beginnings of many other 
parlies, besides this one. may 
some way. But there was 
considerable weariness with 
parties, and perhaps 
NLCs civilian rule i 
provided maintenance Ul 
as long as possible, thoui 
that the ban should be I 
mentary elections

When (after last May) it was plan 
that the Constituent Assembly should 
directly elected, one big Question ’ .

• whether political parties should be allowed 
to re-form to take part in these elections. 
The May 1968 programme d d not envisage 
this, but some commentators wondered 
whether it should, or could, be avoided. 
That programme provided for lifting of the 
ban only after the end of the Constituent 
Assembly’s discussions, which were expected 
then to berin in May 1968 and ro take three 
months (the Assembly may in fact take 
about five months to agree on the Consti­
tution): this would have allowed about a 
month for parties to oreanisc legally and 
prepare for the elections which would pro­
duce a civilian government.

Last October General Ankrah announced 
that the Constituent Assembly would not 
be directly elected, and that a date for 
the lifting of the ban on parties would be 
announced after it began its discussions. 
When the Assembly began its work last 
January, however, it was widely felt that 
the work would be disrupted if oolifcs 
revived too soon. This was s'icgested by. 
for example. Mr. Justice Azti Crabbe, head 
of the Assembly’s Business Committee But 
there were strong feelings the other way. 
and. soon after he took over from General' 
Ankrah. Brig. Afrifa announced that the 
ban would be lifted on May 1.

a long time, came into pron 
:n he was exempted from t 

mblic office for old CPP men 1. 
r There was some hostile ru 

J again last month when 
... conference and said he m.;

to join forces with Dr Bin 
of some national reconrilut: 
coalition is supported by t! 

necr among others.) That he is seeL' 
jport of some former adherent! i 
P is assumed. Both Mr. Gbedeir;

and Dr. Busia arc about 56 years old
There may. however, be another compii 

tor for former CPP men’s loyalty in 
Imoru Ecala. former Minister of Ha.': 
and of Ihdustries He was considenH 
junior to Mr. Gbedemah. who organised p 
CPP from scratch and was Nkrumah’s nd 
hand man for 12 years, in the old day 
But he is a Northerner, and mieht perhae 
try to represent some of the north? 
resentment against southern policy-main 
He s id nothmc about the North m I. 
speech announcing his new party-uhm 
however, he imolicitly repudiated pan. i 
least, of CPP rule, for he said. “If we ma 
again we may never have another chara 
to build the foundations and true thl 
tions of democracy.” Mr. Egala ns a 
“protective custody ” for a while afterDt 
NLC tock ovr

Dr John Bilson. of Kumasi Umvenft 
is to be the leader of the pirty doe t 
emerge from the “Third Force." He nji 
it aims at new times, new leadership.an.' 
conciliation between the main parties. H: 
himself, and some others reported to h: 
in the “Force." have not been (H 
involved in politics—but this is the part rf 
the “Force’s" point.

One person mention* 
Force" leader was Mr. f 
former CPP member of 
criticised the Party in 
detained. He is now- a businessman . 
he ceased to be chairman of the Blac 

failed to gain 
office ban last

'cd as a “7M 
Patrick Quaidoo.1 

parliament ifc 
1961 and w 

in. thtwn 
_______ ack Sa- 
Line when he failed to gain exempts 
from the public office ban last year (!■» 
then a new list of banned people has her 
published, excluding him). But now JI’ 
Quaidoo has announced that he w?J 
launch his own new party, to include *»’ 
men and women dedicated to budding 
developing this nation on sound and i 
foundations of moral responsibility, 
omic realism, social well-being and j 
and political tolerance." I* 
that “a very large 
arc heavily weighed 
employment. I 
education and

: pom 
if our

:k of painL 
isie shell?
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without them"). The | 
t there were two boat
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, and the p 
is strong in readily that he was wrong a 

thing like this, although he 
past showed himself to 
Machiavellian in certain aspects 
foreign policy, as seen especially

has been at Cotonou, which 
in 

>ply of arms to 
ney has been 
ide it would 

international scandal, as the 
jerians, if they had evidence in that 

rely raise the matter 
gically placed neigh- 
■isou has been made 

: agreed 
rd Cross 

airlift to Biafra. of the case with which 
Dahomey’s relations with Nigeria can 
deteriorate, and would ipso facto for his 
own security be unlikely to take such a 
provocative action.

Machiavellian?
President Houphouet-Boigny’s state­

ment after seeing General de Gaulle 
that even if Umuahia were to fall, the 
war would continue, would also be more 
surprising if there had been such a 
French policy change There is also the 
basic unlikelihood that President de

so

ground, and 
-•d by other sources.

' in Le Canard was under the 
'Biafra: Fini", and said that on 
an agent specialising in "arms 

supplies to friends” visited Umuahia to 
inform Ojukwu that “eternal France" 
was stopping its arms deliveries, and that 
he should hasten to negotiate. This could 
not have been surprising to the Biafrans, 
said the paper. In the previous three 
weeks France had only sent 20 tons, 
where earlier the rate had been 25 tons 
a day (“doubtless so that they could gel

_ is the position now about the 
French and arms for Biafra? As they 
have never officially admitted that they 
were supplying arms (although the 
Defence Minister, M. Messmer, let the cat 
out of the bag by admitting that Gabon 
and Ivory Coast were supplying arms, 
thereby confirming the story that their 
own arms stocks were refurbished by the 
French) they cannot deny that they have 
stopped. Thus the story that was first 
carried last week by Le Canard Enchaine, 
the satirical weekly with a reputation for 
good sources for its material, that the 
French were stopping arms supplies to 
Biafra. has gained ground, and has 
seemed to be confirmee 
The story 
heading Mi 
April 4

cy change 
cclihood that 

Gaulle would be made to admit
readily that he was wrong about some-

be utterly 
jects of his 

f in the

story, but it is hard to find any report 
on the subject which cannot be traced 
back to the one source. One is slightly 
unhappy at the report that one of the 
arms ships 
has never been mentioned before 
connection with the supj' 
Biafra. Indeed, if Dahomej 
involved in the arms traGv 
create an 
Nigc 
direction would sure 
with such a strategic 
bour. President Zins 
forcefully aware ever since he 
to take on the International Rec

TAgni-imaitii

: .FromWestAfriraId
ytue Ports 8i te

VuJ'?../.-':.? 'j3._____________ __ .

"WT

used to doing without them"). The paper 
also said that there were two boatloads 
of arms at Libreville and erne at Cotonou 
waiting to be returned full to Europe, and 
records that there was a “veritable 
depression” in Libreville, “rear HQ of 
certain barhouzes" (barbouzes were the 
counter-intelligence agents who fought 
the OAS in Algeria, using their own 
techniques).

Le Canard also, for good measure, 
traces a possible change in French 
policy following the visit to Lagos of 
the Centrist Deputy, Aymar Achille- 
Fould, who reportedly brought back a 
secret letter to the French government 
giving “ interesting assurances about 
oil ”. The paper hints that there might 
be behind the move the rivalry between 
Messmer, who controls the French Secret 
Service (the SDECE, whose agent went to 
Umuahia), and “ Foccart’s little friends ”, 
or the personnel of the mysterious figure 
who is Secretary-General for African 
Affairs in the Elysdc Jacques Foccart 
and who reputedly has fingers in many 
deep pies. Hence the visit of Achille* 
Fould to Michel Dcbrd (the “ bitter 
Michel ”) both before he went to Nigeria 
and after, as Dcbre falls into the Mess­
mer camp, and the pro-Nigcna faction 
m France is strong in the Quai D’Orsay 
(the Foreign Ministry) which has its own 
reasons for disapproving of FoccarUs 
activities.

There is clearly something in this
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a big. 
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tething

troops were used
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ch has been canvassed has been 
sssibility that the French are stand­

personnel from Biafra 
Biafran leaders).
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lian. Edward 
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Cricket Notes
My attention has been drawn to the 

fact that I wrongly claimed Berkeley 
Rice in his book Enter Gambia alludes 

.* special place of cricket. Going 
;h the book again I can confirm 
ic makes no mention of it. /My 

were not helped by the 
absence of an index and, incidentally, 
re-reading it reinforced, my poor opinion 
of it. There is some wonderful material, 
but he continually docs less than justice 
to it; and if he didn't mention cricket 
in nearly 400 pages, he should have done. 
1 also stated that Alhaji A. B. N'Jic had 
been playing cricket in the national team 
for 40 years; without in any way wishing 
to belittle his remarkable cricketing 
prowess it should be said that, although 
he was a test cricketer for many years, 
he now only plays for the Fajara team.

Griot

Calling at •
MATADI, LAGOS/APAPA.

LOME, TEMA, MONROVIA.
FREETOWN, ABIDJAN.

Monthly Direct Express Service

Joponto ani| f™

Middle East. French public opinion, 
too, has been so conditioned into pro- 
Biafran sentiments that it would be a 
curious step so soon before a vital con­
stitutional referendum.

There seems to be no evidence from 
the other end of a-drying up of supplies, 
although at the end of February 
did stop for about three weeks, a deve . 
ment which brought cries of alarm from 
the Biafrans. The only other piece of 
circumstantial evidence which seems 
relevant for those trying to fathom this 
mystery is the sending of two companies 
of French troops to Fort Lamy in 
the middle of last week. Officially both 
these companies (a hundred members of 
the Foreign Legion from the base in 
Corsica, where they have been since they 
left Algeria in 1962, and 160 marines) arc 
stated to be only for reinforcing the 
French military base in Chad. There 
has been speculation, however, as to their 
purpose, as they do not fall into the 
regular framework of reinforcements. 
One view is that they arc standing by to 
intervene in Central African Republic, 
in case of trouble in the wake of Col. 
Banza's abortive coup of two weeks ago 
(see this column last week); this has been 
explicitly denied in Paris. A second 
possibility is the endemic state of 
rebellion in Northern Chad, for which 
French troops were used last year 
between August and November. A third 
idea whicl 
the pov 
ing by to evacuate f'rcf 
(and even maybe Bi.m.

Treichville in 
Cinema-verite

It was a rewarding experience sud­
denly to .come across on BBC-2 TV 
an ' ’ “

(described in 
pioneer of the 
verite technique 
Moi Un Noir.
once or twice in London before (at the 
Institute oLContci 
the Africa Centre) 
time

eleven-year-old film of Jean Rouch 
the introduction as the 

now famous cinema- 
of film-making) called 
This *had been shown

Kumasi, but in the end comes unstuck 
through fighting a policeman. There is 
also a taxi-driver called Tarzan and 
another bozzon called Facteur (post­
man). because that was his job in Niger.

Edward G. describes the melancholy 
life of an urban labourer in a 
booming city: “Abidjan . . . every 
new’ building going up, always some 
new, but life is sad . . His sadness 
comes partly from alienation and home­
sickness for Niger, but also from sheer 
lack of money which means that he 
cannot interest the girl he hankers for, 
a Nigericnne called Dorothy Lamour 
(“ God wants me to be alone, so I stay 
all alone "). The climax of the film 
comes on Sunday night, after a hectic 
weekend (“Saturday you can live your 
dream"), when, Dorothy 
having gone off with an Italiat 
G. drinks too much beer and 
not pay, tries to punch up the Italian in 
the grey dawn and is beaten, and goes 
disconsolate to work at the docks. But 
the film is in no way depressing, despite I 
the constant repetition of phrases like ! 
"Moi je suis triste". It is above all a 
hymn to Trcichvillc, the famous African 
suburb across the lagoon, a hymn to its 
streets and its society. Rouch’s use of 
untried amateurs in this case pays off 
handsomely—the dialogue is fresh and 
authentic; and there are only one or 
two clues that the film was made in 
1958—the demonstration of unionists 
(which you wouldn’t sec nowadays in 
Abidjan), the reference to the RDA, to 
Hogan Kid Basscy and the vogue for 
rock-and-roll and cha-cha-cha. Otherwise 
it describes a situation that is even more 
true now that it was eleven years ago. 
1 liked, too, lines like: “In Africa no-one 
dies of hunger, or everyone dies of i 
hunger "; the Sunday morning visit of I 
Eddie Constantine to a mission " to , 
sec the girls" and the remarkable 
sequence of the GoumbcS, a special urban 
social organisation for young people who 
hold a Sunday dance: "then they are 
themselves, the heroes of Trcichvillc".emporary Arts and at 

:) but it was the first 
I had caught up with it, and put­

ting it out on television meant that even 
on a highbrow channel like BBC-2 it 
would have had a sizeable audience, who 
I trust would have reacted as favourably 
as I did Moi Un Noir concerns the life 
in Abidjan of a group of young men from 
Niamey (the sub-titles misleadingly 
referred to them as Nigerians), who had 
formed themselves into a Fraternite 
which looked after their social needs. 
Although they had come to Abidjan 
thinking it to have streets paved with 
gold (“in Niamey they call it the capital 
of money”), underlying the film are the 
deceptions of the big city. Most of the 
heroes have names of film stars, such 
as the narrator Edward G. Robinson, 
who works as a bozzori (a casual 
labourer in the docks); or Eddie Con­
stantine (“ agent ft'difrale americain") 
who is a cut above the others as a 
textile dealer selling cloth bought in
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• more
quan- 

icthods 
iration. Late

; was one 
delay or 

Education

of its 01a 
job"), ad 

in force, of1

t Report
I Oct. 26, I'

•'t entieij 
by the ( 
lists

concept of the Frei 
”, hardly mention.’^ 

report. This was lb 
itember 1966 to soon after 
lover, to ask for contrib* 

rents at fixed rates (now 1- 
ary, 3 for middle and I- 
schools). It recommends 
of the collection of the* 

e pocketed 
littee wants
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In September 1965 the State Publish­
ing Corporation took over. The Com­
mittee says this organised on a regional, 
not a district level, and allegations of 
"delays and irregularities" in distribution, 
which it had been ordered to investi­
gate, were true: and “ these delays and 
irregularities still persist", though the 
Publishing Corporation no longer runs 
the scheme now. Instances are quoted 
of textbooks arriving a year or 
late or sometimes in insufficient 
tity. The report criticises the m< 
of sorting used by the Corpora 
submission of lists of books 
cause of delays in delivery: 
reluctance in payment by the 1 
Ministry was another.

The Central Advisory Committee on 
Education should be revived to assist 
the Ministry in inter alia, selection of 
suitable textbooks, says Mr. K. S. Essah’s 
Committee. The present Textbooks 
Selection Committee should be a sub­
committee of this; in that way the 
Ministry would regain control of choice 
of textbooks and allow a wider choice 
The Government, in its White Paper* on 
the Report, points out that the proposal 
for a National Council for Prc-Univcr- 
sity Education, made by the Education 
Review Committee,! has already been

* Report (40 new pesewas) and White 
Paper (10 np) are published by the Infor­
mation Ministry, Accra.

at, a few montf 
hearings in Jul 

of Education too 
from the Distr 
State PubLshin 

It regrets this, because 
asked to examine whether th 

In a late 
r. however, it discusses the futur. 

scheme in spite of this, hanr. 
decided textbooks should remain free, c 
says the State Publishing Corporatio: 
should no longer be responsible for dis­
tribution (especially because "the Cor 
poration has not trained any • 
established staff for that j< 
rejects the solution already in < 
takeover by the Ministry. This, it says, b 
already understaffed for its mam work 

The Report therefore suggests the 
Presbyterian Book Depot should be res­
ponsible for textbook distribution in tw 
regions, the Evangelical Presbytenu 
Book Depot and the Methodist Boot 
Depot in one each. Ghana Boov 
Suppliers (the former sole distributors' 
in three—Western. Ashanti and Bron? 
Ahafo—and the Ghana Supply Comtno- 
sion in the two regions in the north. 
Detailed recommendations on the run­
ning of the scheme by these bodies are 
put forward The Government simp-' 
agrees that the five bodies recommended 
should “be invited to participate" m 
the operation of the scheme.

The financing of the scheme to 
always been a major problem; in Job 
1966, after three years of great expan­
sion, there were 8.067 primary school 
with 1,143,779 pupils, and 2,277 midi'-’ 
schools with 272,435 pupils. The repo' 
has a detailed chapter on financing 
which mentions a “ significant departuK 
from the original concc 
Text-book Scheme ", 
elsewhere in the 
decision in Sept 
the NLC’s takc< 
tions by pare 
cedis for primary 
for secondary 
tighter control 
sums (certain teachers have 
♦hem) In general the commit 
payments for textbooks and materials» 
be decentralised, suggests ways for tfc 
distributors to gain credit, continue gam­
ing. and calls on the Government M

I try to clear the debt owing to 
Publishing Corporation.

Later, the Report recommends thJt 
parents and guardians should cease W

By a correspondent
(CI HANA'S primary, middle and 

secondary schools will continue to 
have textbooks supplied free, apart 
from relatively small payments by 
parents. A Committee of Enquiry* 
which examined the current distribution 
system said its abolition would be 
"retrograde”; many parents would be 
unable to pay for books, and education, 
already hampered by many difficulties 
in equipment, would suffer further. But 
the Committee, which enquired into the 
affairs of the Distribution Division of 
the State Publishing Corporation, is dis­
satisfied with the Division’s administra­
tion of the free textbook scheme, and 
with the Publishing Corporation gener­
ally. and recommends several changes.

Before independence, and for a time 
afterwards, parents had to pay for text­
books, and many schools were very 
short of them, especially as supply 
arrangements were inadequate. After 
the free distribution began (“ without 
any planning and advice being sought 
from experts”, says the report), a com­
pany called Ghana Book Suppliers 
organised it in 1964-65. opening distri­
bution centres and warehouses in every 
district and working "with such 
enthusiasm and industry that there was 
hardly any complaint about the distri­
bution and supply of textbooks". It 
succeeded with generous help from the 
Government.

Who Runs the Scheme
These are detailed rccommendalioi 

about the future running of the sebem 
As for the question of who should t 
responsible for it, Mr. Essah and h 
colleagues point out that, 
after they began their h< 
1967. the Ministry 
over the responsibility 
bution Division of the 
Corporation 
had been 
Ministry should take over, 
chapter, 
of the
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Pacts with Publishers
In 

offered to become sole b 
abroad for the Publishing 
which agreed ~ 
that, althoi 
the Corpor: 
counts in 
suppliers, ......
with them directly. It also says the 
abrogation of the agreement, which it 
recommends, " would bring an end to 
another form of monopoly, the very 
practice we seek' to remove from other 
spheres in the book trade.” The Govern­
ment agrees that the pres 
Saunders agreement should 

agreement with 
;h that firm has been 

part of the State Pt 
t’s nc .  ' ■ •“

On the ; 
under whicl 
ing a large 
Corporation' 
the Government disaj 
mittec’s view that the 
monopoly, but agrees 
should be reviewed, 
complaints against Macmillan 

considers 
rejects one but 
that it was ‘ Are you launching 

new products?
Right! Contact POLY PRODUCTS 

now. We’ll solve the problems for you

We Manufacture — Polythene 
bags — Plain or printed to four 
colours.
We offer — efficient.
pleasant service, excellent quality 
control facilities accurate stock 
control, warehouse and transport 
facilities

?scnt Caffrey 
end

i Macmillan, 
i publish- 
‘ublishing , 

lew textbooks since 1964, 
agrees with the Com- | 
ic British firm has a i 
:s that the agreement i 

On two particular 
which the 

Committee considers justified, the 
Government rejects one but agrees, in the 
other case, that it was “unfortunate” 
that one book ordered from Macmillan 
and paid for was never published, and 
says unpublished books should not, as 
this was. be on recommended lists. On 
the main point concerning Macmillan, 
the Committee says the agreement 
brought little benefit to the Publishing 
Coporation apart from a loan.

Among other miscellaneous subjects, 
the Report and the White Paper agree 
that compensation should be paid to 
Ghana Book Suppliers, as this firm had 
been taken over by the former govern­
ment without compensation; and that all 
exercise books should be produced 
locally, as should any textbooks which 
can be (the Committee's statement that 
the Tcma Press printed Macmillan books 
for other African states but not for 
Ghana is disputed by the Government). 
They also agree that the recommended 
list should permit a choice from at least 
two or three books, and that secondary 
schools should be allowed to place orders 
directly with publishers or agents. Any 
firm found indulging in “ shar 
ticcs ” should be removed from 
books scheme, it is agreed.

:o.ntributions. The Govcm- 
» this in principle but says 

that “for the foreseeable future these 
contributions will have to continue."

On the problem of keeping books up 
to date, the Government says two years 
(suggested by the committee) is too short 
a minimum period of use before a book 
can be withdrawn from use, and the 
complaints of frequent changes should 
be seen against a background of changes 
in arithmetic books due to changes in 
currency, replacement of books “ idolising 
the ex-President". and introduction of 
8-ycar primary and 2-year continuation 
courses.

1967 Caffrey, Saunders and Co. 
' buying agents 

g Corporation, 
The Commission claims 

>ugh the firm charged no fee. 
'ration ceased to receive dis- 
. its favour from British 
which it had when it dealt 

directly. It also 
agreement.

“ would bnnj 
i of monof

MATCH ET'S 
DIARY
COME unexpected points raised by 

members of Ghana’s Constituent 
Assembly were mentioned in an article 
in this journal last week. This 
encouraged me to take a closer look at 
the Assembly’s “ Hansards”. From them 
I pick the following items to show how 
fertile are the minds of the Assembly 
members. Mr. J. Opoku, the Asante- 
hcnc’s Lands Officer, suggested that 
Ghana might be renamed Voltcrca to 
indicate a complete break with the past. 
There was a suggestion that parties 
should be limited under the constitution 
to two only. Mr. B. D. Addai, one of 
Dr. Nkrumah’s foremost opponents, said 
that the term “republic" had no place 
in Ghana, where chieftaincy was so 
important. The country should be a 
monarchy—though the monarch should 
be elected. Dr. Susana de Graft Johnson 
(better known under her maiden name 
of Dr. Susana Ofori Atta), representing 
the Women’s Society for Public Affairs, 
demanded that the constitution should 
include a declaration of the responsibility 
of the state to enact laws to protect 
children and the institution of the family. 
Mr. Abdul Saak, who spoke strongly 
about the differences between Northern 
Ghana and the South, wanted various 
Muslim holidays declared public holidays.

Although, from the outbreak of the 
civil war, the United States has banned 
the sale of arms to Nigeria, the US 
State Department comes under heavy 
fire all the time from sympathisers with 
Biafra. Apparently not content with the 
ban on arms (which was not a very 
significant political move since Nigeria 
never has had arms from the United 
States), they want positive support for 
Biafra. I was under the impression that 
the sympathisers were in a tiny minority 
but when I asked a State Department 
official who they were, he replied: " Well 
there’s the Catholics, then there's the 
Protestants, then there’s the Jews, then 
there’s the atheists; and I suppose the 
Buddhists and anybody else . . ." O* 
one group only can the State Department 
Africanists who, under Mr. Joe Palmer.

as the Christian ones arc—the Speake 
wondered whether public holidays were £ 
proper subject for inclusion in a consti 
tution. In the discussion on the age o' 
voters one member suggested a com 
promise between 21 and 18—194. Thcr 
there was the idea of Mr. Owusu 
Ansah, who represents, unexpectedly 
the Market Women’s Electoral College 
of Brong-Ahafo, that there should alsc 
be a maximum age. For MPs he sug­
gested 99. but for voters lOi. He fell 
that Ghana politics were going to 
too strenuous for those over 100.
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aftcr- 
iry at 
Chief’s 
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also

world. The Nigerian war is nothir 
the kind; but in many countries i 
become highly important tn domestic 
politics.

After 20 years in Kant 
Goodcy, now aged 61, L 
T D.ilni" U.r

things into 
succeed. I 

that the Agri- 
: then Northern 

him canning

y of Com- 
to investigate the 

ing an industry 
less fortunately 

iris of Nigeria could share 
1 which the North has in 

At that time 55,000 cans 
of corned beef were imported annually. 
Now none is imported but Nigeria is 
a considerable exporter—to Ghana, the
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position to assess 
the mass of syrnj 
look exactly like . 
earthquake or a famine, 
treat it like that and aj 
ignorant of the serious poll 
Indeed, I am told, some Amt 
not only Americans) really seem to feel 
that those who want to help Biafra 
should be able to do so without any 
regard whatsoever to the effect of their 
help on the war or the Federal Govern­
ment. Few, 1 imagine, take the view that 
it is inconceivable that Africans can

... y —..........  — ano. Mr. T. W.
--...... 2 J is returning to

in Britain. He was Nigeria’s 
ing officer", employed by 
Federal Ministry ‘ “ 

mercc and Industry to in”" 
possibilities of cstablishinj 
in the North so that k.
endowed par 
in the meat 
abundance. .

former ambassador in Lagos, have 
stoutly defended the Federal cause from 
the start, feel confident. Negro establish­
ment leaders appear to have no doubt 
about the disastrous consequences to 
Africa of Biafran secession—Cc _ 
man Charles Diggs is an example.

e
Few Americans arc interested in 

African politics, or Nigeria, or arc in a 
the Biafran case. To 

ipathisers the war must 
: a natural disaster—an 

They certainly 
ippear blissfully 
political issues. 

z»uiericans (and

Nowhere in the world is news of the 
Nigerian war so keenly followed as on 
the coast of Northern Norway. This is 
the source of the stock fish (dried cod) 
which for so long has been an important 
ingredient in the diet of Eastern 
Nigerians. Before Biafran secession the 
value of the trade was some £6m. a year, 
but although the Norwegian government 
has bought considerable quantities of 
stockfish for the relief organisations in 
Eastern Nigeria, this has not made up 
for the loss of the ordinary market. 
According to a report in the Hudders­
field Daily Examiner, fishermen are leav­
ing for the towns, while stocks have been 
built up in processing plants.

On what might be called his second 
time round. Chief S. O. Okafor, the Ibo 
businessman who has deserted Colonel 
Ojukwu and is strongly criticising the 
Biafran leadership for continuing the 
war. is now receiving far more attention 
in London than he did last March, when 
he was doing the same thing. 
Saturday he contributed to the Lor 
Times the “ lead letter,” which is often a 
far more useful way of presenting a case 
than is a news story or, nowadays, an 
editorial in that newspaper Then on 
Sunday Nicholas Carroll, diplomatic 
correspondent of the Sunday Times. 
who was in Nigeria for Mr. Wilson’s 
visit but came early and stayed 
wards, reported Chief Okafor’s storj 
some length, emphasising the Ch> 
claim that Biafra was really a 
state and that the Col. Ojukwu’s 
sultativc Committee" was 
“ laughable." Chief Okafor was 
given the leading space in the Evening 
Standard's " Londoner’s Diary", an enter­
taining feature read by many who would 
not normally bother their heads about the 
rights and wrongs of the Nigerian con­
flict (I am sure it was the diarist and 
not Okafor himself who gave the Chief 
the title of “ the Onassis of Nigeria" 
—on the strength. I believe, of a single, 
chartered, vessel).

however, Mr. Goodey’s only 
•.ent. I remember him coming 

to sec me shortly before he left fv. 
Nigeria, and I was almost alarmed at 
his enthusiasm for putting 
cans, and knew he would 
imagine that the story t 
culture Department in the 
Region had to stop 
chickens, or there would have been 
none left, is untrue. But certainly, with 
the assistance of a lady from Benin, 
he developed the most palatable Jolff 
rice and ground-nut stew. After the 
inevitable initial hesitation the Kano 
cannery’s products, which started to 
appear in 1955, have been very popular 
in Nigeria itself. Mr. Goodcy leaves 
behind for the Northern Nigeria 
Development Corporation, with which 
Liebigs and Holts were associated, one 
of Nigeria’s most successful ventures.

Liebigs 
first “-cannini 
the former I.

Representative Charles Diggs greets South- 
East State dignitaries.
seriously be fighting and dying for poli­
tical principles, but many act as though 
that is what they believe. No doubt for 
many Americans championing oi helping 
Biafra is compensation for their frustra­
tion over Vietnam. But since the same 
attitudes occur in so many other 
countries which have no Vietnam, there 
is something deeper at work. The 
analogy with the bitter divisions caused 
in other countries by the Spanish Civil 
War docs not work; for that war. and 
its outcome, were highly significant for 
the relations between European states, 
since it really was to some degree a trial 
of strength between the Fascist dictators, 
the democracies, and the Communist

it has
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that the companic 
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Kwame Bediako Agyemang Badu. 
London.

i some surprise in Matchct’s 
' last month that President Scnghor 
>cen made a foreign associate member

i SIAKA'S RESHUFFLE
Sir.—When Mr. Siaka Stevens made hi> 
“sweeping reshuffle’' (West Africa, Apnl 
19) he did not seem to have appreciated 
the financial difficulties of the country. He 
had begun well upon forming his first Cabi­
net by announcing cuts in his salary and 
those of his Ministers as a comj“"'’''”” 
measure for the large Cabinet Wiikii u<- 
claimed was necessitated by the formation 
of a National Government But the recent 
Cabinet reshuffle, with 19 Cabinet ministers 
and six junior ministers- has made the 
Cabinet bigger than the National Govern­
ment. Unless he makes further 
salaries the. present increase will m. 
earlier cuts meaningless. The inci 
more difficult to justify when it is 
bered that he has virtually dissolved the 
National Government.

It has been felt that the militai 
which brought constitutional rule i„ _ 
Leone succeeded to a greater extent 
might have been expected, and the conse­
quent smooth transfer of power to the civi­
lians afforded Mr. Stevens an opportunity 
to restore confidence and sanity in civil 
rule. It now seems Mr. Stevens is gradually 
proving unable to avail himself of that 
opportunity. The national interest now calls 
for economy in public spending.

J. B. Dauda
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AFTER ANKRAH'S FALL
Sir,—Admittedly the shameful and rather 
mystifying affair which led to the resigna­
tion of General Ankrah has dealt a blow 
to Ghana's reputation. But this can be 
compensated by the fact that, in Ghana, 
corrupt leaders clearly arc not. and must 
not be tolerated This is a cause for pride

I wish to congratulate Brig. Afrifa on 
his bold decision to accept the chairman­
ship of the NLC. Ghanaians need not be 
reminded of their obligation of co-opera­
tion, support, advice and encouragement, 
as well as genuine and constructive criti­
cism. I also say Bravo to the members of 
the NLC for their choice of him.

It seems the event that led to the change 
of leadership was a calculated attempt to 
make a total mockery first of the most 
honoured aim of the 1966 coup, 
cate corruption, and, secondly, of 
banning political activities, 
priatc, I think, to suggest that a full 
inquiry should be conducted, 
involved confiscated and paid 

lest, and all 
ibhc ~ 

the facts arc knov 
ics involved be dc<_............
:h steps arc not unknown

of the French Academy. The imprewia 
was given that he had joined the Acadin. 
Fran^aise. This is surely wrong and mu 
leading, especially because, as Matche 
rightly mentioned, Senghor’s absena 
from the Academic Franqaise may be con 
sidcrcd surprising.

President Scnghor was on March 3 nude 
a foreign associate of the Academic dti 
Sciences Morales ct Politiques, not of the 
Academic Fran^aisc as Matchct’s reference 
to the “ Immortals ’’ would seem to imply 
The Academy he joined is, like the 
Academic Fratifaise, a part of the Imtitut 
de France, which since 1795 has also- 
included the Academic des Sciences, the 
Academic des Beaux-Arts, and the 
Acaddmie des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettm

The Acaddmie Fran^aise, the most pres­
tigious of all. was founded in 1635 by 
Richelieu. Its main duty is to maintain 
the purity of the French language, and in 
cases of difficulty or difference over this, 
to decide on the rules to be adopted. The 
Academic des Sciences Morales et Polt- 
tiques, founded in 1795, also has 40 
members; they arc philosophers, historians, 
jurists, economists and others. It has fire 
sections and usually holds sessions at which 
learned papers are read The other 
Academics already mentioned, and certain 
others besides, arc all different.

K. T. Orosi

AWO'S NEW NIGERIA
Sir.—Mr. All’s letter (April 19) refemnj 
to your review on February I of The 
People's Republic, repeated your reviewer’i 
claim that Chief Awolowo believed in 
“tribal ideology."

In Chief Awolowo’s “ My 
Aspirations ” published in the 
Times of March 30. 1969 he said. 
March 15. 1957, I declare my intentic 
leave regional politics for good. I stand, 
as hitherto, inflexible by this declaration.

y and for the rest of my life." How 
can someone who believes in “tnbal 
ideology" based on 13m. Yorubas aspire 
to lead Nigeria with a population of 56m? 
It is naive to think that Chief Awolowos 
advocacy of States on a linguistic basis 
means "tribal ideology,” or that the Chief 
is tnbalistic.

The Chief advanced four principles which 
he said should be applied in creating States- 
In his " Suitable Constitution ” Awo based 
his conclusion on principle No. 3i that

“ If a country is bi-lingual or multi- 
the constitution must be Federal.

__  . constituent States must be organ­
ised on a linguistic basis.” The present 
12 States appear to be based on his pnn- 
ciplc No. 2. which states. " If a country 
is uni-lingual or bi-lingual or multi-lingual, 
and also consists of communities which, 
though belonging to the same nation, have, 
over a period of years, developed some 
important cultural divergences as well as 
autonomous geographical separateness, the 
constitution must be Federal, and the con­
stituent States must be organised on the 
dual basis of language and geographical 
separateness.”

The four principles arc based on scienti- 
fic analysis and empirical evidence. To 

•s people with unbiased minds, they are 
)r scholarly established.
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A LESSON FOR NIGERIA
equalisation from the beginning and 
financial inequality between states has 
not been a source of much controversy.”

Among writers on federalism “ there is 
substantial agreement that economic 
integration is likely, for a while at least, 
to increase rather than reduce economic 
inequalities between regions.” This has 
been taken into account by the Swiss, 
who arc formally committed to the prin­
ciple of the redistribution of revenue. 
"La Confederation encourage la perc- 
quation financiere entre les cantons.” 
They use a formula which takes account 
not only of a canton’s resources .and 
needs but also of its efforts to raise 
revenue from its own citizens. Any 
canton that relaxes its efforts by grant­
ing unjustified tax concessions incurs the 
penalty of being “placed in the next 
highest financial capacity group.” The 
interesting thing is that the Swiss have 
the discipline and forbearance to work 
this kind of arrangement.

Federalism and Fiscal Adjustment 
by R J. May (OUP, 55 s.).

OEADERS will hope to find in this 
book a magic formula for one of 

Nigeria’s great post-war problems. The 
nearest thing to this the book offers is 
that one common, but generally unwrit­
ten. rule of the game is that all units be 
represented in the federal executive. But 
no financial formula is recommended for 
general adoption. No blame should be 
given for this to the author, an 
Australian banker at Nuffield. Financial 
relations in federations are matters of 
hard bargaining, and how hard the bar­
gaining has been is clearly shown in his 
stories of Australia. Canada, and the 
United States. It goes right back to 
argument about the meaning of equality 
of treatment. Docs this involve equal 
treatment of unequals, or unequal treat­
ment of unequals in order to achieve 
equality?

The histoiy 
in the USA 
foretastes of the pro! 
American aid to deve . 
The pros and cons of air

of federal aid to the states 
provides some fascinating 
the problems raised by 

■ eloping countries.
id with strings, 

lhe resentment of states against 
influence of the federal aid-giver, the | 
tc^. of the tax-payers, and the fear 
federal aid to state govt 
unduly strengthen thosr 
vis-a-vis

.ngs, 
the

pro- 
• lest 

comments might 
strengthen those governments 
their own subjects, arc all part 

of the story.
The dynamics of federalism lead to 

continuing adjustment in the relations 
between governments, through the bar­
gaining process. There is no final solu­
tion. “It is impossible to allocate 
functions such that throughout the life 
of a federation both levels of government 
can meet the changing demands upon 
them for public services from their 
respective revenue sources.”

Il is perhaps in Germany and Switzer- 
kind that Nigerians may most hopefully 
seek guidance Germany, like Nigeria, 
discarded a federal structure in which 
one state (Prussia) was larger than all 
the others put together, and now has 
a number of federal states among which 
none predominates. though they vary 
much in size and wealth. The German 
system of federal finance “allows for 
a substantial measure of financial redistri­
bution from the richer to the poorer 
states, and this has been achieved with­
out a marked degree of financial 
centralisation. The wealthier states 
appear to have accepted the need for

Written in depth and fascinating detail, this is an absorbing 
1893—and the aftermath. It is the story of early Rhodesia and 
the picture, in full colour, ®f a war that was more than a battle for occupatit 
two armies; a battle of men with complex motives; a battle of which the 
the course included a vast maze of intrigue.

Hansa Readings. Selections from Edgar’s 
“ Tatsuniyoyi ” by Neil Skinner (Uni­
versity of Wisconsin Press, 47s. 6d.).

Although Hausa is the third most 
widely spoken African language, its study 
has been handicapped by the lack of 
traditional Hausa material for the 
advanced student. This collection, says 
the publisher, made by the Professor of 
African Languages and Literature at the 
University of Wisconsin (a former 
administrative officer in Northern 
Nigeria), seeks to fill that critical need. 
Included, with English annotations, are 
32 Hausa “etiological talcs, tall tales, 
proverbs, riddles, and folk history.” The

The references to Nigeria are curiously 
dated. The book, although published in 
1969, must have been sent to the press 
in September 1967. for it leaves m with 
the Democratic Republic of Biafra and 
the Republic of Benin, and states that 
the status of Lagos was “ finally” settled 
when Lagos became a federal territory.

The section on French West Africa, 
on the other hand, is too slight to be 
interesting.

This book. then, cannot offer ready­
made solutions: but its earthy prag­
matism may appeal to Nigerian readers, 
who will find here a statement of much 
experience which is relevant to their 
own. They will agree with the author’s 
conclusion: political attitudes count for 
more than financial gimmicks.

In this new book by Dr. Glass, all these complexities arc examined in a: 
for both the history student and the general reader interested in 
environment.
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Christmas with their families after trea 
ment on the Portuguese island.

There arc short English and Frena 
summaries of most of these issue 
printed after the Portuguese la 
(Agencia-Gerat do Ultramar, Lisbon.)

J.D.
The publication Marches Tropicaux 

Mediterraneens has recently brought o» 
two of its special editions, one on E 
Marche Africain ct Malgache (March 1 
issue) and the other on L’Automobi 
Outre-Mcr (April 5 issue).

The first contains over a hundred pag 
of details of the market in all the fora, 
French colonies of Africa (exee 
Guinea, for obvious reasons, ar 
Mauritania, because its “statistics a. 
never available in time”). It recon 
that 1967, the last year for which statist* 
are available, was in the franc zone as i 
France a year of “ moderate expansion 
Certain imports into African countn* 
showed increases, especially fertiliser ar 
agricultural equipment. African expor 
of produce were variable. Ivory Coal 
Cameroon and Madagascar should I 
selected in particular as countries attrac 
ing labour, and where the economies ai 
being built up.

The second deals with all Africa 
countries, from UAR to the Republic(

i, as well as the Ovens 
and Territories of Franc 

rticular the differs 
; in each countr

PA

talcs, taken from Major Frank Edgar's 
collection, Litafi na Tatsuniyoyi na 
Hansa, first published in three volumes 
between 1910 a«d 1913, are often amus­
ing, but arc also a valuable source of 
anthropological and social material.

It is believed that the original manu­
scripts of the Edgar collection were 
originally written in Arabic script, and 
that most were transcribed into Roman 
script by Edgar himself, who served in 
Northern Nigeria as a political official 
from 1905 until 1927—the first major 
transliteration of Hausa writings from 
Arabic to Roman script at a time when 
Roman script was being introduced into 
Hausa schools.

Nine of the selections are given in 
both Roman and Arabic script, the latter 
photographed from an African scribe’s 
handwritten transcription of Edgar’s text. 
This assists the student to learn “Hausa 
Arabic.” Notes after each talc cover 
points of language and idiom and dis­
cussion of the Hausa literary tradition.

N.D.

apparently “ mercenaries”—here and 
there). The issue for January-February 
1968 gives a long account of President 
Thomaz’s tour of Portuguese Guinea and 
the Cape Verde Islands, with many 
photographs, some of them of excellent 
quality (for example, those of Islamic 
Chiefs m Portuguese Guinea, and of 
crowds greeting the President there and 
in the Cape Verdes). The wars there 
and in other parts of Portuguese Africa 
are referred to from time to time; to 
a great extent, of course, life continues 
normally in areas not actually covered 
by fighting, and this publication gives a 
glimpse of one side of this normal life. 
In 'the July-August issue is published 
one of the last interviews given by Dr. 
Salazar, and an economic article on 
Portuguese Guinea. The following issue, 
for September-October 1968, records the 
illness of Dr. Salazhr which ended his 
36-year reign as Prime Minister, and has 
photographs of Dr. Caetano, his succes­
sor. There is also, in this issue, a picture 
of some Biafran children arriving in Sao 
Tome for medical treatment, and an 
article on labour problems in Sao 
Tomd and Principe (it appears there is 
now a labour shortage; in the old days 
slaves and semi-slaves used to be taken 
there from the mainland). The Novem­
ber-December issue has more about Dr. 
Salazar and a picture of the Governor 
of Sao Tome inaugurating a new tarmac 
road; and some Biafran children are 
photographed on their way to spend
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It was in the days following 
that UAC probably had its easiest 
sage—many would say too easy, 
the post-war difficulties in Europ- 
thc late 40s. UAC and Uni.v 
African plantation companies were 
viding between one third and one 
of Unilever’s profits, and 
quarter of turnover. But by 1! 
share of the turnover was down 
9 per cent, and of profit to 10 per cent. 
There was no decline in the African 
operations, but a great expansion else­
where in the world and a change in 
the nature of the African

UAC gradually withdrew from West 
African produce trading in the 
Commonwealth countries — sometimes 
against the protests of local governments, 
ft was formerly the biggest participant, 
but the establishment of marketing 
boards reduced even a firm like UAC 
to the status, and rewards, of a 
"licensed buying agent”, a task which

case. The more efficient marketing of 
produce should also make West Africa 
more competitive with the rest of the 
world—the merged companies now con­
trolled 60 per cent, of palm oil, 45 per 
cent, of palm kernels, 60 per cent, of 
groundnuts, 50 per cent, of cocoa pro­
duced in West Africa, of all of which 
West Africa produced a high proportion 
of world supplies. West Africa, however, 
the article said, now faced one of the 
greatest economic problems of all times; 
“how to enjoy the admitted advantages 
of ‘combines’ without submitting to 
the tyranny which they can exercise."

This question has cropped up in many 
ways over the years; it recalls occasions 
such as the refusal of cocoa farmers 

ops. 
linst

1945 
pas- 
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ope. in 
tile ver’s 

pro­
half 

perhaps a 
1967 UAC’s 

to

increasing numbers of local firms and 
individuals could shoulder.

/Mong with the threat to produce­
buying, says Professor Wilson, in his 
history of Unilever, came an equal 
threat to the import trade and sales 
of merchandise. " For in practice the 
two were complementary. Everywhere 
African traders who had acted as middle 
men and buyers for the company now 
began to operate on their own. So 
did many of the retail shopkeepers, 
African mammies, market stallholders, 
and wholesalers. Admirable salesmen 
of hardware or clothing, they readily 
look over the organisation of the retail 
trade. assisted by support and 
guidance from the company. Legisla­
tion. competition and social chat 
combined to demand new policies . 
The United Africa Company, 
not to be extruded from Afrit 
to find new functions to perf.
areas of investment in which European 

and skill could serve the new 
that was emerging.”

Mr. A. B'. R. Wood. Chairman of the United Africa Co. of Ghana, reading the 
annual report to shareholders at the latest annual meeting of Kingsway Stores of Ghana. 
With him are Mr. David Andoh. a director of UAC of Ghana and group legal adviser, and 
Mr. J. A. More, deputy chairman.
chants." Today, however, with its 
African directors and senior executives, 
African shareholders in Ghana’s Kings­
way Stores, in Nigerian Breweries, and 
in Guinness (Nigeria) in which UAC is a 
partner, and with belated development 
of the specialisation to which A frica
looked forward in 1929, UAC appears 
to be a permanent and acceptable part 
of the West African landscape.

For the companies merger came in 
time to allow them to prepire for the 
slump of the 30s, which might other­
wise have reduced African and Eastern 
to bankruptcy. But UAC never was the 
agency for supplying raw material to 
Unilever that Lord Lever had envisaged, 
but became a vast trading organisation 
in its own right. Its buying operations 
—palm produce, coffee and cocoa, 
groundnuts and timber, hides and skins 
—were of vast importance. But so was 
its sale, primarily to African consumers, 
of goods like salt, flour, textiles, beer, 
hardware, etc. Recovery of commodity 
prices between 1932-36 allowed some 
expansion.

• per cent, of 
palm kernels, 
is, 50 per cent, of 
West Africa,

i produced a high proj 
pplies. West Africa, he 
said, now faced one of 

>mic pi 
enjoy the 

bines ’ without submitlinj 
inny which they can 
question has cropped up 

over the years; it recalls c 
as the refusal

shortly before the war to sell their croj 
and the 1948 protests in Ghana agair 
the “ Association of West African Me

40 YEARS of UAC: 1
From a Correspondent 
pATIONALISATION, said an article 
** in the* May 4, 1929, issue of this 
journal, had “ burst" upon West Africa 
like lightning during a storm. "What has 
the lightning struck, dead wood or fertile 
trees; whom has it struck, superfluous 
agents or unfortunate traders?" The 
reference was to one of the most impor­
tant events in West Africa’s commercial 

tory, the formation on April 29, 1929, 
The United African Company Ltd. 
merger of the African and Eastern 

ide Corporation and The Niger Com- 
Each company held half of UAC’s 
of -£!3m. and Sir Robert Walcy 

Chairman of African and 
became first chairman of UAC. 

of the merging companies itself 
had a long history in West Africa The 
Niger Company went back to Goldie’s 
United African Company, formed in 
1879 as an amalgamation of traders on 
the Niger. It began trading as the 
National African Company in 1882. In 
1886, as the Royal Niger Company, it 
was given the charter under which it 
governed, as well as traded in, the 
Niger river areas. In 1900 the Crown 
assumed the company’s governing rights 
and the company dropped its “Royal." 

African and Eastern arose from an 
amalagamation of several companies, 
some of great age—Miller Brothers, 
Millers Limited, F. A. Swanzy and the 
African Association (this was formed 
by an amalgamation of several com­
panies including Hatton & Cookson).

The two companies operated in the 
same areas, and to a large extent 
handled the palm kernel and palm oil 
market. It was palm produce which 
attracted Lord Lever to Nigeria, since 
he wanted to ensure supplies of raw 
material for his factories. In 1911 Lever 
Bros, purchased W. D McIver. He 
extended his interests, and in 1916 "bought 
out a small fleet to counter Elder 
Dempster. Then in 1919 he bought the 
Niger Company.

Soon African and Eastern and the 
Niger Company were in bitter competi­
tion throughout West Africa, competi­
tion which after the end of the post-war 
boom was almost ruinous.

West Africa's article noted that it 
should be possible for the new company 
to reduce staff, to hold smaller stocks, 
and to specialise. But who would 
benefit?; shareholders, staff, consumers 
(including those of West African pro­
duce exported by UAC), or a general 
expansion of trade now that capital 
might be available? Arguing that the 
company was over-capitalised, the article 
concluded that shareholders were doing 
well enough, having been saved from 
possible disaster. Among the staff who 
should benefit should be Hie lowest, 
including domestic servants. Since 
African purchasing power had not gone 
up to the extent of the price of imports, 
the African consumer had an obvious
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WiU Farmers Desert the Land?
At last month’s Ibadan Univcr . . 

in Nigeria, many speakers referred to the lack of 
and mineral production. The neglect   

improving agricultural productivity, and the cnormot 
is for general development that fanners had ma 

ir produce by the marketing boards, were 
scribed in a paper by Professor Oluwasanm 

- ' ' Agriculture at Ibadi
the 1962-68 development plan, only 

cent of projected expenditure 
primary production; but 
ast improvement on the 

_ 1955-62 plan. Yet, 
inmi emphasised, agri-. inert 
the greatest contributor almc 

gross domestic product accounting 
for 54.9 per cent even in 1966-67 after the 
industrial expansion of the previous years. 
The proportionate contribution of agriculture 
would continue to fall but. Professor 
Oluwasanmi maintained, it would remain 
by far the most important single sector in 
the economy for the next decade.

The major problem of planning during 
this period would be to develop “a desir­
able balance between the agricultural and 
non-agricultural sectors." So far, however, 
the Federal Government, the Professor 
asserted, seemed to regard agriculture as a 
regional, or now state, rather than a 
national responsibility, although it affected 
some 70 per cent of the working popula­
tion. Nor were the objectives for agricul­
ture at all clear-cut. For example, (he the greater const 
Northern Regional government's plan for in the North and 
1962-68 said that they must increase agri- the diet was 
cultural output per worker and per acre, only in regar 
increase meat production and exploit the tant to repla 
fisheries to a greater extent. But there was ~ rr"; 
no precision about such objectives. In Throughout 
fact, real agricultural productivity increased policy should

increases in . 
protein foods like meat, fish, 
eggs, and at a reduction in the he 
of starch. With higher incomes c 
preferences would mean some chant 
but this could be influenced, paracJj 
by a reduction in prices.

Nigeria. Professor Oluwasanmi continu 
was still importing textiles, bags and vd 
rubber and timber products, although t 
raw material could be produced and tho. 
be processed locally. Export products, tea 
cocoa, groundnuts, rubber, palm prodx 
timber, cotton, hides and skins—should I 
exported mainly in semi-finished or finish: 
form. Most timber was exported as logs.

The average Nigerian farmer still iu 
traditional hoes and cutlasses. Profess 
Oluwasanmi emphasised that in the nei 

— :---ovccj ancj chcap hand tools
. ....... important than mechanical imp!: 
:nts. The Federal Government must til 
• more interest in agricultural resort! 

particularly inlo new tools and tcchmqia 
soil fertility and fertilisers, improving sari 
control of pests, irrigation, forcstrv 
fisheries, and storage and preservation a 
food. He estimated that as much as 50 re 
cent of food grown at present could h 
wasted by poor storage and preservation

A massive expansion of extension scnxti 
was essential if the results of research 
to be used. Land tenure would have to H 
drastically reformed and'agricultural crefi 
made available to farmers. Export etc* 
producers must receive higher prices, boi 
by the reduction of export taxes and h 
raising marketing board prices to 
levels. Professor Oluwasanmi was confidn 
that any loss in revenues from prodix: 
export taxes would be made up by & 
expected dramatic increase in pctrckir 
revenues. He recognised that reform d 
land tenure, whose present form eft.— 
inhibited use of land for farming, was un 

I difficult. He suggested that a tax of or 
I as little as 6d. per acre per year »ou- 
1 induce "unproductive land owners" to id 

their land to the State or to more prod-t 
tive farmers. Co-operative methods shotf 
also be developed, particularly because tk’ 
allowed extension workers to do their jcM 
The total of land under cultivation had!■' 
be increased if agriculture was to empk» 
6fn. workers in 1974. The tsetse fly i-‘ 
poor drainage were obstacles.

Professor Oluwasanmi next discussed faff 
settlement schemes, with whose pnnciple- 
the attraction of educated young people if 
the land—he was in agreement But te 
feared that if the settlements were to mat’ 
any real impression on the problem ol 
unemployment, they would require cnormoa 
capital sums. He felt that inefficiency 
corruption had so far prevented existini 
credit institutions giving any real help tc 
ordinary farmers, while such loans as hid 
been made were often not repaid. Marketiff 
boards or co-operatives might help.

Far more roads were necessary if all that 
was produced was to come to market 
Nigeria only had just over 55,000 miles d 
roads for its 356,000 square miles. Proper 
storage would also allow farmers to sd1 
more advantageously instead of being 
obliged virtually to give away surgin' 
produce at the height of the season.

Unless agriculture became more attractive. 
Professor Oluwasanmi warned the con 
fcrcncc. the land might be virtually deserted 
and the present enormous contribution of 
agriculture to gross domestic product and 
export earnings, not to mention its potential 
contribution, might be almost lost.

industry 
for improving agricultural 
funds for general dcvclopinc 
for their produce by the 
was described in a paper by . 
Ife, and former Profcisor of 

1 13.6 per 

was devoted to pr,n 
even this was a vas.
3.4 per cent of the 
Professor Oluwasat 
culture was much I 
to the gr 

r 54.9 i 
lustrial

he pn 
zould

ersity conference on national reconstruction and develop: 
rred to the lack of progress in agriculture, as contrasted 

*'ect by governments of their responsibilities 
.J the enormous, enforced, contribution to 
iad made, through the low prices paid to them 

?rc also discussed. The general situation 
nmi, Vice-Chancellor at the University of 
idan.

in 1962-67 by only about 8-2 
For Nigeria’s development more 

food had to be produced, raw mi 
had to be produced for “agro-, 
tries," and export crops mair  _ 
•■--reased to earn foreign currency. It wa 
....lost impossible to lyjow how much foo 
was now grown, but they expected a ] 
lation growth of about 55 per cent tog 
with a much higher level of per caj 
demand over the next two plan pcrio 
What was clear was that Nigerians v- 
under-fed in terms of “caloric intal 
with an average of some 2200 caloi 
day. compared with New Zealander’s 
The proportion of animal to total pr. 
in the daily per caput intake was some 
40 per cent, compared with an average of 
60 per cent in developed coun‘ ’

Even so the consumption in 
of Nigeria was well below 
In 1963-64 FAO estimated 
former Eastern Region the 
intake of calories was 1,77 
Northern average of 2,719.  
the greater consumption of meat and 
in the North and of roots in the East, i 

s superior to that in the 1 
ird to fish. It w’as also ir 

. lace food at present impc 
worth well over £15m in 1966 

the country agricultural 
be directed to considerable

iroduction.
I pr
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Head Office: 82/86 Broad 
Street, Lagos, Nigeria 

Branches throughout the Country 
London Branch: Throgmorton 
Avenue, London, E.C.2. Tel. 4303 
New York correspondents: French 
American Banking Corporation 
J. Henry Schroeder Banking 
CorporationMr. Alan Ball is Chairman of Lonrho. 

nor joint manaping director ax was stated 
in hist week’s "Commercial News."

Tho history of Banking dates 
so far back that no one really 
knows whore or how it began! 
Archaeological evidence however 
abounds to prove that the Assyrians, 
Egyptians and Phoenicians 
had instruments similar to 
present day promissory notes, 
bills of exchange and cheques— 
and performing much tho same 
rolos—long before tho Greeks 
and Romans! Tho earliest 
Bankers were indeed money 
changers who played a very 
role in tho trading transr— 
between people from diffei 
states with different currencies.
The very word " BANK " is derived 
from the old Italian word 
Banca meaning a bench or 
counter. The counters of the 
money changers, upset accordinq 
to biblical tradition in the 
Jerusalem Temple by Jesus Christ 
were indeed the bank.
Of course no one would 
dream of setting up a bank in a 
church those days, but tho 
Temples of Greece at one time 
In history housed the earliest 
deposit vaults known to man.
You won't find a branch of 
National Bank of Nigeria Limited 
or any of their correspondents 
in London. Paris or New York, 
in a church—not oven a Greek 
temple. Ono or two have been 
known to be situated near 
churches, but there’s no fear of 
religious or any other kind of 
fervour upsetting tho bank! What's 
more, National Bank do know 
their own business—as you'll 
ooon find out if you take your 
foreign exchange, trade or even 
simple things such as current 
accounts or savings—problor 
to them.
Why don't you try your nearest 
branch? You might even learn 
some more about how banking 
has progressed into tho 20lh 
Century while you're about it! 
Besides, they're "The Bank You 
Cbn Trust 11”—Reason enough, 
surelyl

iployees of Rowr 
p their board fight 
lid by General Ft 
would not recommend 

now the bid has been

Holt's Profit Up
Jahn Holt's profit in the mx 

ending last February was £923.000, ci 
with £321,000 in the ” :.. ' ’
after deduction of £237,000 
finance and group central 
Profits from West African 
were £451,000 (£205,000). 
than doubled for all acth 
mainly in West Africa (the 
£339.O(U> to £874,000) 
o Over 10,000 emp’ 
have offered to help 
the new takeover bid 
The board said it wt 
acceptance, and 
withdrawn.
O British Insulated Callender's Cables, 
important supplier of electrical cables 
Nigeria among other countries (for the in: 
national tclocommunications programme, 1 
example) reports sales worth £327m. last 
year and a £22.Im. profit.
O Gourock Ropework Co. of Port Glas­
gow is to build and supply fourteen inflat­
able warehouses for storing of relief sup­
plies in Lagos.

Log Jams in Ghana
“ Difficulties continue to bedevil" Ghana's 

timber industry. Hie Standard Bank reports. 
The log pend at Takoradf is congested 
owing to a lack of shipping.

General trade and market conditic 
Gfiana arc still depressed owing 
shortage of money, says the Bank, 
traders are holding back sales awaiting 
minimum retail prices. Quantities of f 
are being hold back and current short 
include candles, sardines and 
shortage of cement is attribi 
ruption of production at the Tema factory.

Licences arc now being issued far more 
freely though there have been noticeable 
cuts in those issued to certain sectors of 
the trading community. Importers arc being 
urged to take more advantage of the US 
loan, still largely unused.

stabilisation. He urged delegate 
Ghana, Brazil, the Ivory Coast, 
and Togo to resolve all thJ 
the next negotiating confcrc 

The week-long mectir 
attended by observers f.
Venezuela. Equatorial Guir- 
the Dominican Republic and

He said the urgent need fc 
stemmed from the fact that, hl 
commodity, the more the effor 
put into cocoa production, the 
obtained for total their effort.
O A hint of-incrcascd prices for Nigeria’s 
cocoa farmers has been given in Ibadan 
by Brig Adebayo, Governor of the Western 
State. In a broadcast primarily dealing with 

:s to improve the State's local tax 
tration (see "Dateline Africa"), he 

J the Government would pay “adequate 
res" to cocoa farmers. The State Mar- 
mg Board would make an annual grant 
£250,000 to local councils for road 

improvement and build up reserves to 
enable it to stabilise cocoa producer prices.

Nigerian cocoa purchases, from the main 
estern State growing areas, are estimated 

at 176.380 long tons to April 10. The total 
for all areas is thought to be about I90.C00. 
says Oversea Buyers.

Henry Gardner reports that “there arc 
ample signs (hat a number of markets are 
still in need of current crops, and Bahia 
cocoa Is not a satisfactory substitute for 
those chocolate manufacturers who rely on 
West African types."

COCOA
1968 Exports; Accra Talks
/"JHANA exported 330.109 tons of cocoa 

in 1968, of which 72.575 tons went to
the USA. says the Tropical Products 
Quarterly*. The West Germans were the 
second customer (49.650 tons), followed by 
the Netherlands (42.405) and the UK 
(40.630) and the USSR (27.500). The figures 
showed great increases for West Germany 
(about 70 per cent.) and the Netherlands 
(over 100 per cent.), slight increases for the 
UK atrJ USA. and a big crop from nearly 
257,000 in 1967 for the USSR. Ghana's 
total for the year was very slightly up (hav­
ing been 329.640 tons in 1967). (All these 
1968 figures are provisional.)

Nigeria’s cocoa exports fell from 244.262 
tons in 1967 to 205.989 in 1968 
bought less from Nigeria (33.320 instead 
40.480). as did the USA (29.408 instead 
42.275). The Netherlands remained the bi 
gest customer, though its purchases fell 
56.791 tons in 1967 to 44.586 m 1968;

I Germany in 1968 came second (35,727).
Total UK imports were down (87,200 tons 

in 1967, 76.200 in 1968) Incomplete figures
I' for other importing countries showed the 

USA remained by far the largest cocoa 
imparting nation, followed by West Ger­
many and the Netherlands

• Published by the Commonwealth Secre­
tariat: price £6 yearly
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Between two Yaounde
I The EEC has proposed arrangements f 
j the transition period between the expiry 

the Yaounde Convention on May 31. t
I the coming into force of the second Com: 

non. now expected in the summer of I* 
The proposals would provide for contei 
reciprocal preferences; continued contn. 
tion from the EEC to stabilisation 
and continued study of aid projects to t 
cllcct as soon as possible after the cotj 
into force of the new agreement, and t! 
setting up of the new FED. ReguliU’ 
covering right of establishment, service F 
ments and capital movements would 
earned over; so would existing instituUCC’

Committee of the Europe 
>ment Fund has approved 

jven new projects, including S*'1 
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as part of the Inga project 
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PALM LINE
SOUTHBOUND — From Liverpool:—
ELMINA PALM due Cabinda Apu_26.
From Liverpool:—LAGOS PALM due Tema 
Apr. 28.
From Liverpool:—LOBITO PALM due Ftee- 
town Apr 26.
From ^Continent:—ANDONI PALM due Lagos 

NORTHBOUND — To London:—IBADAN 
PALM sig. Lagos Apr 29.
To . Continent:—BADAGRY 1
Takoradi Apr 26.
HOLLAND WEST AFRIKA LUN
SOUTHBOUND — From Continent:— 

\KUST due Lobito Apr 30; OFFIN 
due Douala May 1st. SENEGALKUST 

uie Lagos Apr. 30. 
NORTHBOUND —

O A bill has been introduced in the Ho 
of Commons by the Minister of (her- 
Development, to raise the limit on I 
borrowings made by the Commonwu 
Development Corporation from the I 
Treasury and on advances to the Corps 
tion by the Overseas Development Mum: 
and to extend the CDC's area of openU

O Congo Foreig.. 
boko has said there is disaj 
among the African associated Siam •> ■ 
slow progress being made in the talks 1 
renewing the Yaounde Convention.

WEST AFRICAN 
SHIPPING NEWS 
ELDER DEMPSTER LINES 
SOUTHBOUND—From Liverpool :—PERANG m
pfo^May’™' DUMURRA sl^Livtroool May ^|R

14. DUNKWA due Takoradi Apr. 26_ 
From London:—EBOE sig. London Apr 29; 
ONITSHA slg.^ London May 8; FALABA due 
I rom° Middlesbrougu/Hull:—KOHIMA sig. awul„1Jl

Liverpool May 4. OBUASI due Avonmoutn Apf 30> Hat£burg May 4. LELY.

May
T? ^Dabllo/BellaslTWEEDBANK duo EASTBOUND—NOPAL LUNA sld. New 
Dublin Anr '•I Orleans Apr. 19 due Takoradi May 9. Lagos
To Continent :-FORCADOS due Hamburg May 12. Warn May 16; NOPAL VEGA sig. 
May 4 KABALA sig. Freetown Apr. 26 New Orleans May 2 due Takoradi May 22,
FASTBO UNIT—From US A/Cana da :—D ALLA Lagos May 25, Warri May 29.
sig. Halifax Apr 26, DEIDO due Lome Apr. WESTBOUND—NOPAL SUN sld. Luanda 
17- FREETOWN due Tiko Apr. 26 Apr. 6 due New Orleans May 3, Houston
WESTBOUND—To USA/Canada:—DEGEMA May 12. NOPAL TELLUS sig. Luanda May 
due Jacksonville May 5, DIXCOVE due 16 due Takoradi May 23, New Orleans Jun. 10, 
Philau.lphia Apr. 28; DUMBAIA due Houston Jun 14. 
Carteret Anr 29. , HOEGH LINES
From India/I’akistan,Burma:—GOWANBANK HOEGH BEAVER sig. Hamburg May 2, 
sld. Colombo Apr. 15. Antwerp May 6. Rouen May 9 due Dakar
..n.x, nsir May 161 Monrovia May 19; HOEGH BAN-

EASTBOUND—Fnju/ SM»UdL I’.sos, Tama. TOUTOTOUND^MINNESOTA‘idg.Tand.n- 

XT .: X
BARBER WEST AFRICAN LINES ... for Scandinavia sec_.._ 
OUTWARDS—CORNEVILLE now due Warn, CHARGEUR REUNIS 
thence Takoradi. FERNWOOD due Monrovia KERGUELEN due Lagos/Apapa May 6. Free- 
Apr. 27. thence Abidjan, Tema. Lagos/Apapa. [own May 16; CAPRAIA sig. Kobe May 26. 
Douala and Takodan, TITANIA due sail mafrcic i imp 
Halifax. NS Apr. 28 for Freetown, Monrovia. AT
Abidan. Tema. Lagos Apapa, Douala. Cabinda ‘‘t-^Kiti 1A MAI 
and Takoradi; TEMA due sail New York 
May 13. Halifax, NS May 16 for Freetown, 
etc 
HOMEWARDS—TEMA now due load 
Buchanan/Monrovia; CORNEVILLE now due 
load Douala. Lagos/Ghana, N"* Bound early 
May. Abidjan 1st week Mav. Buchanan/ 
Monrovia 2nd week May; FERNWOOD due 
load Ligos. S. Bound about Mav 3. Douala 
May 6, Lugos'Ghana, N. Bound 2nd half/ 
mid May, /Xbidjan 3rd week May. Buchanan/ 
Monrovia 4th week May.
FARRELL LINES
HOMEWARDS—AUSTRALIAN GULF sig. 
Lagos/Apapa /\pr. 30 for Abidjan, Monrovia 
and US pons; AUSTRALIAN ISLE sis. 
Matadi Apr 30 for Luanda, Lobito and US

Monrovia - 
Tema May 17 ..... 
GLADE due Monrovia 
Takoradi. Tema May 25, 
Lobito.
IIUGU STINNES TRANSOZEAN
SCHIFFAHRT GMBH S1
HEIN JENEVELT sld. Antwerp due Dakar SAHAR s 
Apr. 28, Conakry Apr. 30. Monrovia May 2. May 2-3 
Ab'dr" M.-iyiA- ACHGF.I .IS Htir.n eTtbiMFe »«_
sld. Bordeaux Apr. 24 due Las Palmas Apr. 27-28 due Monrovia An 
30. Dakar May 3, Conakry May 5, Abidjan |-2. Bathurst May 3-4. ”  
May 9- BLACK STAR LINE/SEVEN STAR LINE/
|^VARDS^RAATAIhfOZAMBIQUE from WESTBOUND-LA KE BOSOMTWE Tema 

China and Hong Kong sld Hong Kong Apr. 8 Apr 15. New York Apr. 29, Philadelphia May- 
due Lagos/Apapa Mav 10, Cotonou May 15, '• ,hencc Gulf.
Lome Mav 17. Tema May 19. Abidjan May 22. BLACK STAR LINE UK/CONTINENT/ 
Monrovia Mav 25, Freetown May 27. Dakar W EST AFRICA 
May 30. Conakry Jun. 3: STRAAT FRE- SOUTHBOUND-BIA RIVER Hamburg May 
MANTLE from Japan sig. Kobe Apr. 21 due 5. Bremen May 6. Antwerp May 8, Re'—-' 
Lagos/Apapa optimal, Tema Mav 30. Mon- May l°- Dunkirk Mav 12; BENYA 
rovia Jun. 3. Freetown Jun. 6, Abidjan Jun. Bremen May 21. Hamburg May 24, 
in T'lknridi Jun P May 27. Rotterdam May 29. Dunkirk , ....
OUTWARDS—STRAAT MOZAMBIQUE NORTHBOUND—SAKUMO LAGOON Lon-
from Nigeria/Ghana to Singnnorc, Hong Kong don May 9. 
anc* Chinn first half June; STRAAT EDWARD NASSAR LINES 
FREMANTLE from Nigeria/Ghana to Singa- EMIR BECHIR sig. Gibraltar 
pore, Hong Kong and Japan second half June. gusta May 10, Beirut May 15.

British Aid Prospects
The British overseas aid programme 

be about £2O5m. next year, or the sam. 
last year, but will concentrate more on a 
culture and less on industry, sap 
Minister of Overseas Development, 
Reginald Prentice, in a White Paper 
agrees with the House of Comm 
Estimates Committee (with whose repo': 
last November the Paper deals) that cap 
should not be used for large industrial p 
jects, except in the special case of Sinpp. 
The Minister says he "wishes in appropi 
eases to increase aid and technical assists, 
for food and agricultural developc 
through co-ordinated projects and to impr> 
procedures for their technical apprac 
evaluation and management."

O The Daily Express of London said bdc 
the Budget on zvpiii la mat me UNuidp. 
gramme should be cut by £U0m. Uns )t 
and abolished altogether the next

part 
>1.5m.

,vw grai
iment of n.w — ------  — (
c Sangha in CAR; and grants ' 

Mali of S2.384.000-for the imj 
the water supply for Bamako, . 
for urban renewal and health 
Mopti. The committee also 
supplementary credit of S300.000 
Associates states to participate 
events in the EEC for a further 
May 31.

______Jen . 
town May 16; 1

s|3\ 
MAERSK sis Luanda May 14 arr. Matardi 1

Apr. 21 due Lagos May 22. HAVANA MARU 
sis. Kobe May 4 due Lagos Jun. 6.-

London May 13. RICHARD DE LARR1NGA 
NORTHBOUND^-KJNG J AJA due 

mouth May 6. ODODUWA due /

OHeans Apr. 
----------------------- —” “““ 30. Houston May 4 tor Dak’ar. Lagos. Free- 

SFSWM 5^“““S. Mala*. Luan*dlan1i W1NDHUK sM Anwerp Apr. 21 due Mon- 
rovia May 5. Tema May 9. Lagos/Apapa May 
II. PAZIF1K sig? Dunkirk Mav 5. Rouen 

SSUFFAHRTGMBH----------  J&LD ctIr CO'”k,y '8'
HEIN JENEVELT sld Antwerp due Dakar SAHAR sld. SNGAI’ORE Apr. 19 due Durban 

S^ayLr^E^“VaAybiSn%: 
K“MaxAP3r: cinSy ^A'.^b^'n 2’-J0- MW
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J. S. Tarka, said in Benin, 
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produse from the South 
Plateau and other states.
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the Daily 

above. The 
i 2.825.81 
fcr 196

Nigerian Government is 
foreign- and privately-ownc 

the Federation, so tliat they 
adequately developed to ease congests 
Lagos port, the Federal Commissions 
Transport, Mr J. S. Tarka, said in Bcr 
Calabar port would be developed 
evacuation of produse from the St 
Eastern. Benue ~
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Nigeria at Apapa and the 
Company at Ilorin—indus- 

iplying the bakery industry with 
d sugar—had a good year.
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• The Black Star Line, Ghana's national 
shipping line, is to get two new ships to 
increase its Beet to 16 this year—Subin River 
and the Klotey Lagoon costing nearly 
NC4m. (a little above the usual price paid 
for ships of this class). Altogether four 
ships were ordered by the old regime, but 
the present government reduced this to two. 
The ships were built in Spain and arc said 
•o be M a little bit bigger ” and a “ little bit 
faster ” than some of the present fleet, 
reports the Kumasi Pioneer.

• The Nigenan Institute of Architects is 
proposing to design cheap houses for people 
being rehabilitated in war-affected areas. 
Mentioning this at the Commonwealth Asso­
ciation of Architects meeting in Lagos Mr. 
A. A. Egbor, President of the Nigenan 
Institute, said the problem of the lack of 
Nigerian architects was particularly serious 
because of coming reconstruction needs; aid 
from *ther countries was therefore necessary.

• New rich diamond fields have been 
discovered in Liberia, near Kataka (about 
70km. north of Monrovia).

—and Shipping
• Despite the war, Nigeria's 
trade is " going well" says 
Timex supplement mentioned a 
tonnage recorded for 1967-68 was 2.825.810 
tons as against 3.021.773 tons fcr 1966. 
Although the figure fell short of the pre­
ceding year's by 196.000 tons, it was con­
sidered the second best annual figure. 
Maintenance of the harbours by dredging 
has “continued unhampered." as has 
“dredging of the approaches to the delta 
ports to a depth of 21 ft.” In Lagos port, 
the completion of the container berth and 
berths 12 and 13 with their ancillary tran­
sit sheds have increased berthing and cargo 
storage capacity.

• The Crepe Factory Owners’ Association 
in Nigeria’s Mid-West State for a time 
stopped buying rubber lumps, because of 
the allegedly poor quality of those sup 
by farmers. The decision was expectc 
have a serious effect on the state’s n. 
farmers. Later the State Governor 
announced measures to improve the 
quality of rubber.

• General Gowon has made the chairman 
of the Niger Dams Authority, Mr. J. H. 
Ings. Commander of the Order of the 
Niger. A hydro-clcctnc engineer, Mr. Ings 
will soon be returning to bis country, 
Canada, on retirement after six yeans’ ser­
vice in Nigeria during which he piloted the 
construction of the Kainji hydro-electric 
project.

• A two-day residential conference on 
“the selection, training and employment of 
expatriate staff in developing countries” is 
to be held at the Overseas Service College, 
Farnham Castle (Surrey) from May 27 to 
29.

Rubber in the World
PRESCRIBING the recent nsc in rubber 

prices, Mr M. D. Farrow, chairman 
of the Rubber Growers’ Association, said 
at the AGM last week that producers and 
the producing countries “arc interested in 
a stable price at a remunerative level,” and 
recent price rises must have appeared attrac­
tive to them; “but,” he added, "arc prices 
at current levels to their long-term benefit’’" 
They could, he continued, cause consumers 
to switch to synthetics; but the world natural 
rubber price had for years been above that 
of the main synthetic rubber, so that “it 
would be surprising if most of the conver­
sion which is possible has not already taken 
place;’’ and the USA’s keeping of its 
stockpile of natural rubber suggests that 
this is superior to synthetic cis-polyisoprcnc.

Nigeria is the largest rubber exporter in 
West Africa, followed by Liberia. Most 
of Nigeria's rubber is grown in the Mid­
West State.

Mr Farrow also dealt with palm oil, 
which RGA members are interested, ar 
noted that world 1968 shipments 
640,000 tons, about 30 per cent, above the 
1967 figure. Except for Nigeria all export­
ing countries showed increases Congo- 
Kinshasa exports rose nearly 50,000 tons 
above the 1967 figure. Prices fell, and 
although they might rise this year, the pro­
mised big US soya bean crop and the 
EEC's plans for its butter surplus could 
affect them, Mr. Farrow said.

O Despite the onset of the “ wintering ” 
season, lump rubber is still plentiful in 
Sapclc, the Standard Bank reports. It is 
believed that manufacturers have built up 
buffer stocks sufficient to enable them to 
maintain full production until full tapping 
is resumed in Nigeria’s Mid West state.

The demand for export timber remains 
good and prices, particularly for Nigerian 
hardwoods, continue to be very favourable. 
The local Mid West market, too. is brisk, 
with producers finding it difficult to keep 
pace with the requirements of the oil and 
construction companies.

Boom conditions persist in the Warri 
area as a result of the intense activity of 
the oil industry It is reported that work 
on the £NI5 million pipeline from Ughelh 
is on schedule and completion is expected 
in June 1-969 Moorings will be available 
by that date for the largest tankers and it 
is expected that up to 375,000 barrels of 
oil per day wiH start to flow from this outlet

Zrepe Factory Owners’ Assoc 
ia’s Mid-West State for a 

ing rubber lumps, 
pior quality of the 
~~ decision

a meeting of the Commonwealth 
iminunications Council in London— 
•urth meeting, attended by representa- 

10 Commonwealth countries and 
ish Overseas Territories—arc three 

'elegates; (left to right! Mr. R. O. 
(Chief Accountant. Nigerian 

Telecommunications, and an 
Adviser to the delegation); Mr. V A. 
Haffner (Nigeria's Representative; director 
and general manager. Nigerian External 
Telecommunications), Mr. M. 5. Adewale 
(Adviser to the delegation; Communications 
attache at the Nigcr.a High Commission in 
Lagos, and former member for Nigeria of 
the Commonwealth Telecommunications 
Board) With them (second from right; 
is Mr. C. J. Gill, Chairman of the Council.

Ioan, which is the first mstal- 
uu.i of nearly £4m., some of 
-icd over from last year, 
vi 25 years with a grace 
ars.
irman of Ghana Airways. 
u*i, has said the decision to 
.vi-Siddcleys follows the 

:emcnt with Nigeria 
i June 1967.

ipen talks with 
) Viscounts and

The War and
Nigeria's Industries—

A Daily Times supplement article on 
Nigerian industries in 1968 mentens the 
Lafia Canning Factory's extension to include 
the manufacture of "Peponto" (a soup 
ingredient comprising peppers, onion and 
tomato); and the drug factory built at llupeju 
for Sterling Products International, 
employing 1.000 workers manufacturing 
Cafenol. Andrews Liver Sall and Milk of 
Magnena. The Biscuit Manufacturing Co. 
of Nigeria, had a difficult year "due mostly 
to loss of its customers in the Eastern 
States," says the article; but Nigcrpak. a 
leading light-weight packaging company (in 
the Daily Times of Nigeria group) had a 
“boom year" and, with the installation of 
an additional plant, was able to meet the 
increasing demand for printed wrapping 
material requirements from local industries. 
Local industries in general, especially those 
in the East and in Fcdcral-held areas which 
had relied heavily on raw materials from the 
East, have been hard hit by the war. and 
some in the North had suffered.

Factories which show marked ir 
ment from available trade statistics 
those for meat and dairy 
and vegetables, fish, gram 
ducts, sugar and bakery j 
and chocolate and other 
Flour Mills of Nigeria at 
Nigerian Sugar Company 
tries supplying the baker 
flour and

More Ghana Aircraft
Ghana is to purchase two Hawker 

Siddeley 748 aircraft, together worth about 
£lm.. with part of a £2m. loan granted by 
the British Government, it was announced 
by the Commissioner for Economic Affairs. 
Mr. E. N. Omaboc, shortly after he had 
signed the loan agreement with the British 
High Commissioner. They will replace 
DC3s at present used occasionally on 
internal flights.

The £2m. Ioan, w* 
ment of a total loan c 
which has been carnc 
has a maturity of 2 
period of five yeai 

The new chain 
Mr. B. A. Yakubu, 
buy the Hawker-! 
end of the " pool ’’ agree 
Airways. This started in

Ghana Airways is to rc-o[ 
BAC for a trade-in of its two 
the purchase of the BAC 1-11. Mr. Yakubu 
said.

(New Airways Board—see p. 482)

• A Liberian mission headed by 
Milton Weeks. Treasury Secrctar 
been in the USA for talks with th 
Bank on a possible S2-3m. loan for 
of Monrovia harbour. This is necessar 
allow big-draught ore-carrying ships t 
the harbour, they already use Bucl____
harbour for the iron ore from Lamco’s 
Mount Nimba mine, but three other major 
iron ore companies — Bong Mining Co.. 
Liberia Mining Co. and Nauonal Iron Ore 
Co.—use Monrovia.
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The Role of NIDB
In I96S NIDB sanctioned £N579.C 

in loans and debentures and £N30,0W 
equity to six new companies and appro 
£N73,000 in loans and debentures i 
£N40,000 in equity to two exis" 
projects for the expansion of tb 
operations. The total sanctions thereto 
amounted to £N722,000 as comptf 
with £N 1.021,000 in 1967. The of 

' in the manufaett 
>ven, synthetic * 

iccuticals; fan

my pleasure to present the State 
an*the Report and Accounts c.

r the year 1968, its fourth full 
cration since the company 
ructcd.

from its immediate depression, 
creation of new demand espeoa 
meet the needs of the armed 

i at enlarged considerably in a short 
roxi- import restrictions encouraged t™.*. 

H.VwwCtion. import-substitution industries to * 
arcourt and and new lines of manufacturing 
restore full quickly being established. Total i 

action, export of crude oil has for the manufacturing sector isesl* 
isidcrably stepped up and has to have 
-'bed the peak level of 558,000 last qua. 

s a day achieved in June 1967 and ing pent 
Jby the end of 1969, reach the from the „ ,

barrels a day mark. Since the entering an era
.. of the South-Eastern State, the and self-sustaincc 
of palm produce being exported is The external assets 
leasing. All the other crops were throughout the 

reasonably well. For 1969, stabilised in spite of ’ 
poets for all cash crops are likely tightin*’ of a civil 
rally as good as 1968. exert on them. It
’ joked back to the period between Government and a testn 

.•.dependence and 1966, all the economic financial manager 
indicators showed us signs of a country this war. it hasncit...

what the economists call borrowing nor defaultc- .. 
owii-auaiuiiicd growth. Gross Domestic foreign debt obligation. 
Product (GDP) averaged over 4% satisfaction that there arc inc 
annually (about 2% per capita), domestic forcig.. 
capital formation was about 15% and profits in new ir 
domestic saving amounted to about 12% in more funds, 
ol GDP. Government revenue grew at foreign friends 
about the same amount as savings and forward and pa 
there was a corresponding increase in and prosperc-.. 
current government expenditure. P_:-----
investment over the period account 
about 60% of gross domestic c 

. formation. All these growths were 
o play brought about by the combination o. 
iction. higher export crops, petroleum produc- 

„ ---------------K ;,i tion and high rate of industrial production
ulties, thanks to its in addition to prudent fiscal policies. It is 
In the early stage of my expectation 

fear was expressed that achieved before 
the economy would collapse. This did 
not happen. Lt is true, there were some 
dislocations in certain sectors but these 
posed only challenges which were quickly 
met. The Government’s economic policies 
helped very much in achieving some 
stability and the economy did not seriously 
deteriorate. Agriculture, still the economic 
base of the country, did not suffer. Food 
production in the unaffected parts of the 
country was more than adequate so that 
food import that one might expect in the  
course of a civil war has been averted, to c 
Export of cash products was only slightly East 
less than for the pre-war year. Income shor 
from cocoa was about £20m above the State

especial!} 
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imony to its * 
:ment that, in figh” 
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•’-faction that there arc indications^ 
• cign investors arc rc-invcstmg if 

. _>fits in new industries and even bnoc 
!% in more funds. It is my hope that allc 

grew at foreign friends will not hesitate to re
’<>s and forward and participate in btuldingac 
^.asc in and prosperous Nigeria.
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in addition to prudent fiscal policies. It is 
•"■’'"'•tation that the rate of growth 

achieved before 1966 will be surpassed 
after the crisis.

I should say a few 
manufacturing sector .. .... 
reason that it is the business 
to promote manufacturing 
and for the fact that it is goiug iu uv , - -
the base for the country’s long-term . During the period under 'l, 
growth. Manufacturing industries started disbursement amounted to £N5?U.-
to feel the effect of the political crisis out of which £N5OO,248 were in loansn
quite early with the mass movement of debentures and £N50,000 in slut'
people, the loss of Eastern markets and Outstanding undisbursed sanctions as
scarcity of those raw materials that used 31st December, 1968, amounted
*" come predominantly from the former £N 1,280,496.
—stern areas. These dislocations were NIDB’s total sanctions in loans H 
-•■■jrt lived and, excepting the Eastern debentures and equity, as shown
^•«tes, manufacturing soon picked up Schedule I attached to this statemcr

words about the 
for the obvii
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iminantly from the former 
.... These dislocations were 
and, excepting the Eastern 

lufacturing soon picked up

te- previous year’s earnings and ground- 
of nuts earned almost the same amount as in 

the previous year in spite of the fall in 
production. Petroleum production 
51,709,000 barrels in 1968 was appre 
mately one third of the 1966 producti 
With the liberation of Port Hare 

Political and Economic Scene the intensive efforts made to r
The whole world is aware that Nigeria o,l production, export of '••••• 

is engaged in a civil war to crush a been cons 
misguided rebellion. In any country, a now reach 
civil war. especially one ot the magnitude barrels 
of ours, would be bound to create may, by 
tremendous strains and stresses on its 1,000,000 I 
economic, political and social life. It is a liberation < 
tribute to this country that, in spite of volume of [ 
the emergency, norma! life remains also incrc. 
relatively undistuibed over 90% of the performed 
Federation. Most of the new political ’he prospr 
divisions of the country are coping to be cqua. 
admirably well with their responsibilities. Ifoncloc 
The task ahead is still gigantic. On the independen 
one hand, we have millions of people to indicators 
be resettled and to be politically re- poised for 
integrated. On the other hand, we will sclf-sustaincc 
need to spend millions of pounds in the Product (GE 
reconstruction of inf rastructure as well as annually (abot 
the rehabilitation of private property and ’ * 
productive enterprises in the affected 
parts of the country. To tackle these 
complex problems all hands must be on 
deck, as this will require the concerted 
efforts of' the government and the private 
sector. I therefore echo the assurance 
given by the President of the Lagos 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
that the private sector is prepared to play 
a full role in the task of reconstruct...

Nigeria's economy has stood up well in 
spite of all difficulties, thanks to its 
inherent strength. In the early stage of 
the crisis, some f---------
‘ j economy woui_------.
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to finance the foreign exchange component 
of our loans. The loan is also significant 
in that it demonstrates the international 
credit worthiness of NIDB and the World 
Bank’s confidence in Nigeria.

alings in them were 
and £N23,226 rc-

£N216,027 and 15 
with market value 
por 
Nigeria 
Textile

last time there were dcah 
£N1II,I9O, £N28,263 a. 
spcctivcly.

The new Companies Decree imposes 
an obligation on any company owning 
a majority shareholding in a subsidiary to 
consolidate the accounts of such sub­
sidiary with its own account. As a 
result of this law, NIDB and ICONSEC’s 
Accounts arc for 1968 consolidated. It 
will be seen from the consolidated 
accounts that ICONSEC last year suffered 
a loss of £N37,OOO.

at 31st 
3 quoted 

■ aluc of

ICON Securities Limited
ICON Securities (ICONSEC) was un­

able to put out any new issues during the 
year owing to the political situation in 
the country but it continued to play its 
stockdcaling role on the Lagos Stock 
Exchange.

ICONSEC's portfolio
December 1968 consisted of 13 c 
industrial stocks with market val 

government stocks
...... ........ of £N7,213. This 

irtfolio includes its holding in the 
i"crian Cement Company Limited, 
.amiC Printers of Nigeria Limited and 

the Nigerian Sugar Company Limited 
which arc dormant. The market values 
of the holdings in these companies at the

Prospects for 1969
It is my hope that 1969 and the years 

to come will oiler better prospects for our 
business than in the past. Once again, 
because we do not know the full extent 
of the damage to some of the industries 
with which we arc associated, your Board 
has decided it will not be wise to declare 
a dividend on the ordinary stock. All the 
profit for the year has therefore been 
allocated to the Statutory Reserve and 
the Investment Reserve.

NIDB’s Resources
We have succeeded in our effort to 

augment our resources by the reactivation 
and consequent signing of the World 
Bank loan of 6 million U.S. dollars and 
the firm promise given by the Federal 
Government to pay the balance of £Nlm. 
of the £N2m. loan in May, 1969. Our 
resources therefore would then increase 
by £N3m. and this with the balance from 
our previous resources should last us 
another two years. The World Bank 
loan has come at a most opportune time

portfolio at the 
r consisted of £N1.947,955 
icbcnturcs and £N856,386

Staff
Mr. S. B. Daniyan continued during 

the year as General Manager. Mr. P. K. 
Doshi was seconded to us by ICICI as an 
Assistant General Manager. Our Princi­
pal Counsel and Secretary, Mr. M. O. 
Balogun underwent training courses with 
the I FC in Washington and with Fresh­
fields (Solicitors) and Baring Brothers 
(Merchant Bankers), in London. It is 
the policy of the Bank to widen the 
experience of our staff members by 
attachment courses and staff exchanges 
with similar organisations. 1 am grateful 
to the above mentioned institutions for 
their assistance.

Before I end my statement I should like 
to commend once again all our staff for 
their hard work, loyalty and devotion to 
the cause of NIDB.

Company Results
Applications for investments were slow 

in the early part of the year but gained 
momentum later. In terms of total 
sanctions and disbursement 1968 was not 
as good as 1967 for the company While 
in 1967 total sanctions in loans and 
debentures amounted to £N697,000 and 
in equity £N324,OOO in 1968 these fell to 
£N652,000 and £N70,000 respectively. 
Income of the company increased from 
£N315,O42 in 1967 to £N364,560 in 1968. 
’• ,c significant to note that income 

:quity holdings has increased very 
rapidly, from only £N2,250 in 1966 to 
£N21,9I0 in 1967 and £N43,875 in 1968. 
Income from loans and debentures has 
also shown very satisfactory increase. It 
was £N 158,356 in 1968 as compared with 
£N127,595 in 1967. On the other hand, 
income from short-term investments de­
creased from £N72,6I5 in 1967 to 
£N5O,15O in 1968. This decrease is a 
result of the normal shift that should 
take place in an operation like ours, 
from short-term investments to long-term 
investments. The reduction in the Central 
Bank discount rate from 41 % to 4% in 
May 1968 necessitated a general lowering 
of interest in bank deposits, bills, etc. with 
consequent fall in anticipated income.

The profit for 1968 before taxation for 
NIDB was £N228,400 an increase of 
over £N72,OOO or 46% over the 1967 
result (£N156,254) and £N88,OOO over 
the 1966 result (£N 140,442). 
substantial profit increase has 
achieved as a result of careful control on 
expenditure, growth in dividend earning 
and interest income. This 1 regard as 
praiseworthy.

stand at £N3,237,714 and £N976,600 
respectively. Our total 
end of the year 
in loans and de
in equity as shown in Schedule II. The 
industrial classification breakdown of 
NIDB’s portfolio arc £N829,025 in

■N555.OOO in food and processing 
mltural products, £N339,813 in 
abneation, £N346,853 in rubber 

:c of £N733,65O in miscel­
laneous industries including wood.

During 1968 we were able to obtain 
reports on all our projects in the Eastern 
States except for one which is still in the 
rebel held area. We have also been able to 
send supervision staff to visit some of these 
companies and we arc actively participat­
ing in their reconstruction. In almost all 
eases, the factories have been looted of all 
movable assets but plant and machinery 
have been left intact. Some of the 
machinery had deteriorated from ex­
posure to damp, skilled workers have 
been displaced and records left on the 
premises have been disturbed. The 
problems now facing the management of 
these companies arc the cleaning and 
maintenance of the machineries, repairs 
to the existing structures and the recruit­
ment of skilled workers so that operations 
can be restarted.

The companies in the other pa 
Nigeria have benefited a great deal by the 
restrictions on certain imports and many 
of them arc planning on expanding their 
activities and volumes of production. 
Our supervision staff have visited all of 
these factories during the year and have 
been able to advise and help.

The manufacturing industry has re­
sponded to the increased demand for their 
products. We arc proud to have been 
associated with their efforts but there arc 
still opportunities to be explored for the 
further substitution of imports. 
companies with Nigerian manager 
have shown a greater awareness of i 
responsibilities to manage ~ 
to be able to compete effee

Board of Directors
Your Directors were pleased to welcome 

Mr. William Duncan and Dr. Wolfang 
Jahn as members of the Board in place of 
Mr. Donald MacLeod and Dr. Silvio 
Borri who having retired with all the 
other Directors of the company in 
accordance with the provisions of the 
Articles 103 and 104, did not offer 
themselves for re-election. As Mr. 
Duncan's Alternate Director, we con­
tinued to benefit from Mr. MacLeod’s 
experience as he often represented Mr. 
Duncan at our meetings. Dr. Silvio 
Born has now retired as General Manager 
of Istituto Mobiliarc Italiano after 36 
years’ service with that company, 
sure you will all join me in extendi 
him our best wishes for the future.

In accordance with these same pro­
visions all the Directors of the company 
now retire. Messrs A. Coomassie, M. A. 
Adejoro, P.C. Asiodu. S. Malami, A. A. 
Khosropur. J. C. A. Okwesa, E. C. 
McNestry, D. F. Fairbairn and John 
Lyons arc eligible for re-election whilst 
the remaining three, Messrs William 
Duncan, Wolfang Jahn and James Toillion 
have not offered themselves for re­
election.
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the candidate’s qualifier*.

NOTICES

tment is subject to confirmation after a probationary penod

REmSTEIREE) MEDDCAi. OFFICERS

NOTICES—Continued

port 
cargo 
and

Books of every description.
Psychology, Metaphysics, 

Happiness, Personal Magnetism.

READING opens the door to 
Knowledge.

Catalogue from:
METHUEN A. CURTIS LTD., 

51 Firstway, Raynes Park,S.W.2O

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 
MUST BE PREPAID

BY CASH, POSTAL ORDERS OR MONEY ORDERS ONLY

inmosin
I Abcrc

THE SHELL-BP PETROLEUM DEVELOPMENT 
COMPANY OF NIGERIA LIMITED 

require
For their operations in the Mid-West and Rivers States.

S. A. Ogur 
Mr. Raphcl

elected 
Villas,

EGBE OMO EKITI 
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND 

IRELAND 
ving officers were 
ir 1969 at 1 South 
ondon. NW. I:—

Mr. C. O Obat— 
leyinku 
.'inloyc 

Ajayi

i'o Adclugba 
Agbcti 
Taiwo

. Dayo Ac 
Mr. J. F.

and Mrs. Ade
Unofficial members of the

Executive M.P. Aladcsuyi
Mr. A O Ajibade

SECRETARIAT.
63 Tollington Park. 

London. N 4.
Phone 01-272 8476.

icrcmenul 
to higher

annum with incr 
iwr promotion K

;t graduate 
Grade).

LIMBO CLUB
49 Greek Street, Soho, W.l.

Dine and Dance to the latest Pan­
African Highlife and Blue Beat.

Fully licenced bar open 6.30 p.m. to 
1.15 a.m. Monday to Saturday.

THE URHOBO PROGRESS UNION. 
LONDON BRANCH

Wc arc Iliad to announce on behalf of the 
membership of tho Urhobo Progress Uiuoo. 
London Branch, to all Urhobos at home is! 
abroad, that lhe four-ycar-old rift aiooef. 
the membership of lhe branch has now beta 
finally resolved with the dissolution of ibr 
two executive committees and filing rf 
definite date for fresh elections to the only cm 
executive committee of the branch. Messrs I 
Onigu Otile and M A Ohwoiero hast bcr 
appointed electoral commissioners for the 
above purpose Elections will take place oa as&.r&js:- vvst yd 
make-it a date, and leu the unity and prorrea 
of the Urhobo Nation be of inlerest to >cu

P. O J Agoreyo. J. E. Omosrrwtrhi
J. O. T. Ogtxru A. E. Atnrorte.

salary range will depend on 
iricnce.

advertisements are accepted on the express terms.—they 
arc subiect to cancellation without notice at the discretion 
ol the publishers and svhilit every effort wilt be made to 
publish the advert.sement, on the date specified, no 
guarantee of insertion date can be given. Signatures of the 
two highest ranking officers muit be received for 
advertisements using lists of elected officers. The 
proprietors do not accept liability for loss or damage 
caused by printed errors or inaccuracies and they may 
make any alteration or re-arrangement in the wording of 
any advertisement co ensure its conformity with the 
standards and style of " West Africa."

Who are Nigerian nationals with at least 5 years post 
experience in Obstetncs/Anaesthetics or Surgery (Registrar C

Applications should be directed to :
The Head of Recruitment & Training, 
ShcIl-BP Nigeria, 
PMB 2418, 
Lagos.

Original certificates and Testimonials should not be enclosed at this 
stage.

The follower 
for the year 

Lor
President Mr. C. O Obatuyi 
Vice President Mr. Akin Adeyinka 
General Secretary Mr. J. P. Oyi 
Treasurer.............Mr. L. A
Assistant

Secretary M 
Auditor . 
Social-Publicity

Secretary
Welfare Officers

Vue PrcMdent ^Mr 'j a ?>:ufuwa
General Secretary Mr S n Ajay,
Awisuni Secretary . Mr ‘Koya Soiebc

Sts M" S,ToA,~K 
Social Secretary . Mr O Olufuwa
Publiciiy Secretary Mr. Shoye Olatunji 
Avvtst. Publicity See Mr Bolaii Ogunnuvi 
Orsanisioc Secretary Mr S O Amurc 
Auditor ................ Mr B. O. Oduvanya
Welfare—

1 North London .. Mrs Bimpe Okubajo
2. Central London Mr Idowu Pelumt
3. South London ... .Mr. R. K Amorin

Ex-Officio Members Mr S. O Aietunsobi
............ Mrs R Solarin

SHOYE OLATUNJI. 
Publicity Secretary.

IKOSI DISTRICT PROGRESSIVE UNION 
OF NIGERIA. UNITED KINGDOM 

BRANCH
At the Annual General Meeting of lhe Union 
held reccnuy at ’V Lordih.p Lane. London. 
S.E.22. the following officers were elected for

jerintendents arc required to control all operations on a berth of 
jgether with general supervision of associated sheds and open 

Applications giving full details m respect of age. present 
’ ry. qualifications and experience supported by copies 

mials etc., should be addressed and submitted direct 
Sierra Leone Ports Authority. Queen Elizabeth 
later than the 5th May. 1969.

Sierra Leone Ports Authority
Applications are invited from suitable Sierra Leoneans to fill existing 

vacancies for the post of Quay Superintendent in the above Authority. All 
applications should be enclosed in envelope endorsed: —

“APPLICATION FOR POST OF QUAY SUPERINTENDENT”
SALARY RANGE:

The Salary range is from Lc.1,500—Le.3.000 per anr 
units of Le.100 per annum. There are prospects for 
grades.
POINT OF ENTRY:

Point of entry in the sa 
tions and previous experi
CONFIRMATION:

The appoint!
of one year.
QUALIFICATION:

Candidates should be Graduates or Associates of the Institute of Trans­
Management. They must be well experienced in the use of modem 
handling equipment, the economic use of labour and master porterage 

wharfing. They must also have a full knowledge of port and Customs 
documentation procedures.
AGE:

Candidates should normally not be more than 45 years of age.
DUTIES:

Quay Supe 
the quay tog 
storage areas, 
appointment and salarj 
of certificates, testimori 
to the General Manager. 
II Quay, Cline Town, not
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VACANCY
FOR

^iGERIAN ENGINEER

OIL SERVICE COMPANY

Please write with photocopy of certificates to:

BANK OF SIERRA LEONE

LIBRARIAN

WANTED

new lines ar

Applications will only be considered if Bachelor of Science degree 
in electronics is actually held.

and confectionc 
should be betwt

NATIONAL INVESTMENT 
BANK

SCHLUMBERGER WEST AFRICA (NIGERIA) LIMITED.
P.O. BOX 1625, IAGOS

quired to 
Managing 

j required

Holding BSc in Electronics needed by ,
1. AGRICULTURAL 

ECONOMIST
Qualifications:

Degree in Agricultural Economics 
or degree in Agriculture with 
Economics at the post-graduate 
level or degree in Economics with 
Agriculture at the post-graduate 
level. Field experience of not less 
than 5 years after graduation is 
required.

Duties:
fndcntification and development of 
investment opportunities: pre- 
investment studies; economic, tech­
nical and financial appraisal of 
projects and Ioan applications: 
consulting services to clients.

Applications arc invited for the post of Librarian in the Research 
Library of the Bank of Sierra Leone. Applicants should be holders of 
B.A. or B.Sc. General or Honours degrees plus the Associateship of the 
Library Association of England (A.L.A.) or M.Sc. in Library Science 
from an American university. A degree in Economics and/or Finance 
would be an advantage.

Salaries: Graduates with General degrees Lel,900xl00—Lc2,100x 
150— Le2,400; graduates with good Honours degrees Le2,400 x 150— 
Le2,700 x 170—Le3,040 per annum. (Lei = 10s. sterling=S120.) The 
point of entry will depend on qualifications and experience. Applicants 
should not normally be more than 35 years of age.

Applications (one copy suitable for photocopying) giving full details 
of qualifications, experience, etc., and names and addresses of two 
persons to whom reference may be made to The Secretary, Bank of 
Sierra Leone, P.O. Box 30, Freetown, from whom further particulars 
may be obtained. Closing date for applications IStli May 1969.

FEMALE SECRETARY
West Indian or Black American required to assist the Managing Director 
of a leading baking and confectionery firm in Nigeria.
The ideal applicant should be between 18-25, single, well educated, smart 
and assertive.
Baking and catering experience Is essential as she will be reqi 
develop new lines and be in control in the absence of the T 
Director. Interview will take place in London but applicants are requl 
in the first instance to apply to:

Advertiser, P.O. Box 2228, Lagos, Nigeria.

2. LIVESTOCK OFFICER
Qualifications:

Degree in Agriculture with special­
isation in livestock management 
or a general degree in agriculture. 
Considerable field experience in 
livestock management is required.

Duties:

Identification and development of 
investment opportunities; pre­
investment studies; economic tech­
nical and financial appraisal of 
projects and loan applications; 
consulting services to clients. Post 
finance supervision of livestock 
projects.

Salaries:

Salaries will be commensurate 
with the successful applicants’ 
qualifications and experience.

Applications:
Applications should be in the 
applicants’ own hand-writmg and 
should contain full details of quali­
fications, experience, etc., naming 
at least two referees and should 
be addressed to the Secretary, 
National Investment Bank. P.O. 
Box 3726, Accra.

Copies only of certificates and/or 
testimonials should be enclosed.

Closing date: 10th May, 1969.

The National Investment Bank 
wishes to appoint suitably quali­
fied Ghanaians to the following 
posts:
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NIGERIAN STUDENTS 
ACTION COMMITTEEFor all quick and efficient typing and

duplicating jobs, please contact:

Miss V. J. Thompson

63 Sugden Road, Battersea,

S.W.II.

Off Lavender Hill, off Battenea Ri«e.

DANCES

MUSLIM OF

PHOTOGRAPHY

CHANGE OF NAME

and Drama. Swim Cotuge. London. N W3 now w.ih 
co be known and addressed ai Fem. Facoba at from this 
dace. Former documents remain valid.

RECORDS AND EQUIPMENT

WANTED

PUBLICATIONS

The 1 
Dr. Nnamt 

3s. per

fast Airmail Service to 
overseas students

Time: 4 p.m.
Agenda: Election of Officers.

Transport: Tube, Bayswater and
Queensway; Buses, 12 and 88.

Will all state representatives please 
note.

General Secretary.

ASSOCIATION 
NIGERIA 

(London Branch)

Place: Nigeria Centre and Hostel, 
20/22 Inverness Terrace, London. 

W.2.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
There will be a general meeting of 
the Action Committee on Saturday 

May 3rd 1969.

UW8

LONDON’S WEST AFRICAN RECORD CENTRE

STERN’S RADIO
126 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, Wl.

Telephone: 01-387 1539 and 5550 

TOP HITS FROM NIGERIA I I
FOUR NEW CONGO l_P.» AND FORTY NEW CONGO SINGLES

formerly known end tilled it Mrt. A. Inmi with to be 
known and called at Mitt A Enakarhire. All documenct 
bearing my former name remain valid.

Titles

Ori Sercre Sun mi/lwa Lo

Eni Moyi Wura/To Keep Nigeria One
Jolly Papa/Ama Inye
Ijo Soul/Enia Loke.m Loro
Olomi GboS’emi/Maria Odeko Ebenexer Obey

Lolad^W* key/Adetunji Ade^i' Eb«n“er OboJ

®&Olawak^^^ Obey-Price 13a. id.

Postage in England and Home Counties—Is. 4d. per record. Air Postage U.S.A. Ila. per lb.
Records posted all over the world.

EBI TE YIE by the AFRICAN BROTHERS. IO/»d.
On receipt of Is. id., together with a large, stamped, addressed envelope, our 

new comprehensive list will be forwarded.

A “■

IN MEMORIAM
In Loving Memory of Our Dearly Beloved BmtFe- 
Oladep Adepoju who tlept in God on 24th Apr,'. 
Your life is a beautiful memory, your death a iilc‘lf 
Never in a million will there ever be another yoa 
but not forgotten May your toul rett in perfect’1 
Mr. & Mrs. Babalola.

YOUR WEDDIM
Complete Coverage at the Church »' 

Reception
Choice of Service'—

1. Photographed (Wedding albums sopp'-:
2. Filmed—in colour.
3. Recorded—on tape.

Write or telephone now:—

JULIAN BROWN
15, St.- Loo Mansions,

St. Loo Avenue, Chelsea, S.W'J.
Tel: 01-352 8850

" III ,S:
lit «: £'iH

WANTED. Ghana Motor Club Car Badge U»: 
offered according to condition Metal 
required. Send full details to Box No X UH' 
Africa. Cromwell House. Fulwood Place. W.CJ

Peace Proposals for 
ENDING THE NIGERIAN 

CIVIL WAR 
by 

Right Hon.
idi Azikiwe, P.C. 

copy post free from 
Colusco Ltd.,

122 Shaftesbury Avenue, 
London, WIV 8HA.

GENERAL MEETING
Sunday 27th April 1969

At Exhibition Studio. 20 Camden 
Street, London. NW.I

Time 9 a m to 12 noon

Agenda includes the review of the 
constitution.

General Secretary’s new address:
86 Bethune Road. N.I6.

,NDEPESEA^,SV?!RSARY 
Sierra Leone Students’ Union of Great 

Britain and Ireland
GRAND ANNIVERSARY DANCE 

on Saturday, 26th April. 1969 
at The Africa Centre, 38 King Street.

Covcnt Garden. London. W.C.2.
From 8p.m -1 a m. 

Entrance fee 10s. flat.
Music: The fabulous Sound Casters, 

from Sierra Leone.
Nearest Tube stations; Covent Garden. 

Leicester Square.
ALL ARE WELCOME.

You can pass cxams^juickly and easily^ 

West African Students highly recommiTC 
“ Rapid Results " way to examination pa 
—and ssith over 155,000 passes, n't 
surprising ! You receive first-class p_ 
tuition by Airmail, and learn swiftly o 
comfort of your own home. No ten tc 
arc required. Every course is comp.es 
itself . . you arc guided step-by-step toe 
examination success for. GC.E. L 
Accountancy. Banking. Secretaryship 
many other examinations. To help 
choose we will send you on appliance 
FREE prospectus.
Write today to. Careers Adviser.

THE RAPID RESULTS COLLEGI
Dept. J.M.3. Tuition House. Lei 
SAV. 19. or call at 235 Grand Build" 
Trafalgar Square, Telephone. Ok1

Member of the Association of 
British Correspondence Collects.

comp.es
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Busia's New Party 
Dr. Kofi Busia will launch 

—htical party, the Progress Party, \ 
uufl on party politics, is lifted on

Oheneba Kow Richardson. „ 
secretary of the former United Party 
announced. He said the old UP a«.i 
its purpose, and. 
no more, there she 
UP. originally 
Congress Party 
Movement, 
the Togolai 
other

a new 
when the 

t May I. 
. general 
‘arty, has 
achieved 

, now that Nkrumah was 
lould be a new name (The 

’ an amalgam of the Ghana 
rurty. the National Liberation 
. the Northern People’s Party and 

.. ind Congress, was banned with 
___  parties when the NLC took power, 
having earlier been outlawed when Ghana 
became a one-party state in 1964.)

Asked about rumours that seme " 
nent members of the old UP had lef 

Mr. Richardson said. 
Joe Appiah. Mr. R. 

Mr. Victor 
i Taylor defected I 
ind joined the Oppos 

ving their own 
that some of 

uh Dr. Busia 
the Progress

O A commission has been appointed to 
enquire into the disturbances at Ashanti 
Goldfield’s Obuasi mine, where, during a

(left to 
........ in Gold-

Lands and a new director of 
nanaging director of Lonrho, 

Ghana High Commission 
mer.

goldmine land lease agreement in London are 
UK Colonial Secretary and a director of Ashant

•lary of the Ministry of i
Mr. R. B'. Rowland, m 
A gy email, First Secretary, 
Anthony, High Commissioi

based on an unwillingness to assume respon­
sibility. Apparently referring to criticism in 
the press of the appointment of a non­
Ghanaian as Acting Attorney-General, 
he said he did not wish to take up the post 
in view of this. After this he was dismissed 
as Solicitor-General. The official statement 
said there was no room for civil servants too 
sensitive to press criticism.

GHANA
Victor Owusu and U.V. Campbell
MR. VICTOR OWUSU. the new Com-

missioncr for External Affairs, resigned 
on April 15, and Mr. P D Anin, Commis­
sioner for Lands and Mineral Resources, 
was re-assigned the portfolio of External 
Affairs. Mr. Victor Owusu said his dis­
agreements with the NLC’s assessment of 
his talents and capabilities, and the dis­
missal of Mr. U V. Campbell as Solicitor- 
General. were his reasons for resigning his 
new post. The former Attorney-General 
and Commissioner for Justice (appointed 
in July, 1967) said he disagreed 
with ■ the government’s assessment that 
his talents and experience suited him 
best to undertake the management of foreign 
affairs. "I did not agree with his assess­
ment and though it was announced I had 
been made the External Affairs Commis­
sioner. I had never stepped at the External 
Affairs Ministry to date." The former 
Commissioner, who was a leading United

At the signing of the new Ohuasi 
right) Mr. Dnnean Sandys, former 
fields: Mr. A J. Prah, Principal Secretar 
the Ashanti Goldfields Corporation: M 
now owner of AGC: Mr. M. K. A. A 
in London (standing), and Mr. Seth A

O The Daily Graphic has criticised, with­
out naming it. the Pioneer's editorial on 
Mr. U V. Campbell’s appointment as Acting 
Attorney-General, calling it “an unfortunate 
example of journalistic irresponsibility ”. It 
praises Mr. Campbell’s career and character 
and says it is “very disturbed that events 
have taken the course in evidence".

dusk national onslaught against foreigners 
who appear bent on joining up with local 
political adventurers to propagate and pursue 
corruption, bribery, extortion and all the 
related crimes under the cloak of politics."

A member of the Constituent Assembly 
has asked the Speaker to call for confes­
sions from any members of the Assembly 
who may have been among the politicians 
to whom General Ankr.ih (according to the 
official statement on the former NLC 
chairman’s resignation) passed on money 
received from firms. The Speaker said he 
had no power to do this.

Party member and a detainee in the 
Nkrumah era. said present relations 
between himself and Brig Afrifa, were 
“very cordial.” But, he added, “I did not 
believe in hanging on to an office or a 
post I have not got my heart in merely for 
the purpose of hanging on to an office."

Oro the dismissal of the Solicitor-General, 
Mr. Owusu said "1 think that the Govern­
ment over-reacted to the contents of Mr. 
Campbell’s letter, rejecting his appointment 
at Acting Attorney-General and I would 
have felt eml>irrasscd if 1 had continued 
association with a government that ..... 
meted out that treatment to Mr. Campbell 
for personal honour’s sake.”

In his letter to the Chairman of the NLC 
rejeeting the post of Acting 
General, Mr. Campbell said his vic

strike early in March, fighting broke out 
and the police shot four workers dead. Mr. 
Atta Bedu, a Kumasi Circuit Court Judge, 
is to head the commission, which will en­
quire into (he cause of the dispute and 
the circumstances leading to the police 
shooting.

>urs that seme promi­
nent members of the old UP had left Dr. 
Busia's camp. Mr. Richardson said. “For 
instance. Mr Joe Appiah. Mr. R. R. 
Amponsah, Mr. Victor Owusu and the late 
Dr. Kurankyi Taylor defected from the 
banned CPP and joined the Opposition and 
they arc men having their own ideas, and 
it is most likely that some of them may­
wish not to go with Dr. Busia and his new- 
party. ” He said the Progress Party would 
eschew tribalism, nepotism and discrimina­
tion

Mr. Richardson has now said the Progress 
Party will be an entirely new party and not 
a revival of the United Party.

O Dr. John Bilson is to launch a political 
party for representing the “Third Force” 
on May I after the lifting of the ban He 
has been unanimously confirmed as leader 
of the Third Force at a national delegates’ 
conference.

Dr Bilson. desenbed in the Pioneer 
as “national organiser and co-ordinator of 
the Third Force ", had earlier said “Tl^rd 
Force” aimed at new times, new leadership 
and conciliation between the old parties, and 
has done so since its foundation three 
years ago; it had “been biding its time” 
but had gained (he claimed) nationwide 
acceptance.

Dr Jones Ofon Atta, who 
the University of Ghana (Logon) 
stituent Assembly, has denied tl 
member of the "Third Force”.

Mr. Imoru Egala, former Minister of 
Industries, has decided to launch and lead 
a political party when the ban placed* is 
lifted. He said his party would be 
nation-wide; his decision to launch it was 
motivated by approaches from groups and 
individuals who asked him to consider 
providing leadership and a rallying point 
“for the crystallisation of the essential 
ideas, the awareness and the democratic 
spirit which would help the process ”, He 
said, “ If we miss again, we may never 
have another chanc* to build the founda­
tions and true traditions of democracy."

O In its editorial on the fall of General 
Ankrah. entitled “The Law must Run its 
Course," the independent daily Pioneer 
of Kumasi points out that it had voiced 
suspicion of some time before of Jeafan’s 
public opinion polls (Mr. F. A. Nzeribe, 
organiser of those polls, was named as the 
intermediary between General Ankrah and 
expatriate businessmen who allegedly made 
payments to him). It added, "It is time the 
people of this country launched a dawn-to-
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O Sir John Lucie-Smith. OBE. Chief 
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at the age of 81.
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party whose 
TUC’s, or s

O Four men illicitly mining diamond* 
the SLST leases arc reported to hi' 
been buned alive by a fall of ground.

G H A N A—continued
Mr. Benjamin Bcntum. TUC Secretary- 

General. has said the Congress will decide 
whether to launch a political party or not 
a month after the legislation of parties. The 
decision would be taken at an extraordinary 
delegates’ meeting which would discuss the 
alternatives of forming a Labour Party, join­
ing another party whose aims generally con­
form to the TUC’s. or staying out of party 
politics.

the new board arc 
(Principal Secretary.

N. K. F. Owoo 
Communications).

. -•ctor. Civil Aviation) 
and Air Commodore N. Y. R. Ashley - 
Lassen of the Air Force.

msah. formerly a 
opposition (NLM 

from 1958 to 1966. 
ccd as Chairman of Ghana 

i»n". B A. Yakubu. Commit- 
__ Communications and member 
of the NLC To succeed Dr. Edward 
Boohene. who after a year’s leave from 
the airline was recently asked to return 
to his former university post (though cleared 
of allegations made against him by 
leagues in Ghana Airways). Mr. 
Okaitey-Akko has been named acting 
managing director.

Other members of t 
Messrs. S. E. Arthur ( 
Ministry of Finance). 
(Principal Secretary, 
E. R. K. Dwemoh (direc

© Mr. Reginald Ampons. 
leading member of the op 
and UP) and a detainee fror 
has been replace 
Airways by Mr. 
sioner for

O Further noting is reported from P- 
Loko in the Northern Province where t 
conduct of the Paramount Chief » t 
subject of a commission of investipa.' 
Supporters and opponents of the ■Chiet l 
said to have clashed.

O Fuel from Freetown's oil r 
been used for the first time for 
Leone Airways VC10. 
put in at Freetown during 
has also been bunkered fr<

O As part of a drive 
in the Kono area, 
mining. 17 foreig 
They include 
Nigerians. For 
permits are not

Further to our report on April 5 of a 
journey by General Ankrah. while he was 
NLC Chairman, to Sekondi to settle a labour 
dispute involving locomotive drivers, it 
should be added that this dispute was 
settled soon afterwards, before the NLC 
Chan num's resignation.

• Over 20.000 
tion and Butldir 
are to receive a seven per cent, pay rise and 
free medical facilities under a new collec­
tive agreement signed between the union 
and the Builders Federation of Ghana and 
the Ghana National Contractors Association.

The strike at the fibre bag factory in 
Kumasi. run by a division of the Industrial 
Holding Corporation, has ended. Grievances 
arc to be forwarded to management.

A four-day strike of workers building 
the Barckese Dam in Ashanti Region has 
been called off. The workers demand leave 
entitlements and severance pay following 
the takeover of the construction of the dam 
by S.K. Contractors from Gammon (Ghana) 
Ltd., which went into liquidation last year.
° Prof A. Adu Boahen, former head of 
the Department of History at the university 
of Ghana and one of the leading historians 
of Africa, has been appointed a professor 
at the Australian National University in 
Canberra, and hopes to start an African 
history course tl
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y Dr.
rrsity of lb.

the 
Principal 

resigned in 1967. 
Council bul

i Leone’s r 
is has obi

Assembly, M.Ps. and 
Ombudsman
• The Constituent Assembly has decided 
that, if there is only one candidate for a 
parliamentary election in any constituency, 
he should be declared elected (the Consti­
tutional Proposals said an election should 
be held in such a case, and the one candi­
date should be declared elected if he 
obtained over a third of the votes of all 
qualified voters). This was decided during 
the debate on the report of one of the 
Assembly's five special committees. This 
committee’s report, presented last week 
with those of the other four committees 
(set up early in March to discuss particular 
aspects of the Proposals), has been adopted 
by the Assembly after minor changes.

The Assembly decided in discussion of 
the same report that "there shall be as 
many members of the National Assembly as 
there arc constituencies.” In this it parted 
from the Constitutional Proposals, which 
said the National Assembly should consist 
of 140 members. Another proposal by 
the committee, for certain restrictions 
formation of political parties, was refer 
to a seven-member select committee.

The powers of the Ombudsman have been 
extended by the Assembly, to enable him 
to act on individual complaints against any 
state institution, including the judiciary.

storey block is nearing completion, an 
as an examination hall, sealing some i? 
The Council also has offices in Nigeria 
in Freetown; it is proposed to buJ; 
examinations hall on Freetown’s Tower ) 
In 1968 there were 19 000 candidate* 
Nigeria for school certificate exanuiut. 
11.500 in Ghana and 2.500 in Siem Le­

in a speech congratulating Dr Nicol 
his work Mr W O Briggs. Nigerian Fa*■ 
Commissioner for Education, said that a! 
17 years of close collaboration, it wasr 
inconceivable to imagine any reason for 
Council’s disintegration. In Nigena ah 
it would, during the current )car. h 
examined nearly 15.000 for codit 
entrance and primary school leaving ceri 
cates. During Dr. Nicol’s Chairmanshipi 
Council’s GCE was recognised bj l 
Universities of Cambridge and London.

© Tenders are invited from Bri>»u 
for reconstruction of the Bo Taiama s* 
of the mam Bo-Freetown road. A B 
interest-free loan is being used, and 
suitants arc Ove Arup and Partners.

Merwin, depun director of the Fund’s 
African Department, who has headed 
previous missions to Ghana from the Fund.

O Launching a 
Planning for National 1 
perity. the Economic Af 
said Ghana's population 
increasing at about 3 ner cent C'erv v«ar: 
although this did not present an immediate 
problem, senous di'iiculties would : 
before the end of the century. 
Omaboe said. "If we want to alter the 
of growth, even marginally, in two decades’ 
time, we must initiate action now ", he added. 
(Fuller report later.)

SIERRA LEONE
Examining West
Africa

After five years as Chairman of the West 
African Examinations Council. Dr David­
son Nicol has resigned and has been suc­
ceeded by Dr. Lambo. Vice-Chancellor of 
the University of Ibadan Dr Nicol. V 
Chancellor of the University of Si 
Leone and Principal of Fourah Bay ( 
until he resigned in 1967. remained 
man of the Council but his recent appo 
ment as Sierra Leone’s representative at 
United Nations has obliged him to resign

A Cameroon Correspondent writes: *■’ 
the end of the first Convention of C* 
Cameroon National Union (UNC) t^" 
were elections for the new Political Burfi; 
El Hadj Ahmadou Ahidjo was re-efcdef 
as the National President of the pa'1 
Vice-Presidents now arc Messrs John NF 
Foncha (Vice-President of the RcpubW 
Simon-Pierre Tchoungui (Premier of Etf 
Cameroon); Enoch Kwaycb and W. N- 0 
Efliom

Other members of the Bureau induk 
M. Charles Assalc, former Federal Minnis 
of Finance and premier of the East; Mr 
Emmanuel Tabi Egbe; Mr. Nzo Ekh*- 
Nghaky, Federal Minister of Labour. MM 
Moussa Yaya, Raymond Maloum, Valent’ 
Atangana, Claude Djino and MohimF 
Laminc; Mme. Julienne Keutcha; Mf 
Augustine Ngom Jua, former (1965-^ 
premier of West Cameroon; M. Suk- 
Daoudou, Minister of Defence in 
Federal Government; Dr. E. M. L Endek’ 
(former premier of Southern Cameroon*.

v West Cameroon); and Dr. Bcnu’- 
ilon. Federal Minister of Transport 
al membership of the Bureau is 33.

He was the first African Chairmai 
under him the Council has remained ; 
the only executive body in which the four 
former British colonies in West Africa have 
co-operated fully and regularly.

At the WAEC’s Lagos meeting was an 
observer from Liberia, which being also 
English speaking, is considering possible use 
of the Council’s services. The Council’s 
headquarters is in Ghana, where a new four
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Kone (Chief
East Berlin).

Lt. Moussa Traore, 
his visit last week t( 
President Senghor. 
reaffirmed their atta" 

Speaking 
he saw P 
Houphouct-Bc.e.., . 
“You arc forcing me 
Toure. We in the 
really want to talk about him. Do you 
believe the French head of state has nothing 
better to worn’ about than Guinea? And 
do you think that we in the Ivon Coast 
envy' Sckou Toure over anything? No. If 
Sekou TounS would take the time to come 
to Ivory Coast, despite his attack on me 
he would see why we have no time to 
discuss him or plot against him Those 
who plotted against him were his friends. 
And it cannot be said that Fodeba Keita 
and several of his accomplices arc my 

' / them."
Pans-based Organisation for 

Regroupment (ORG) has claimed 
. ... 1.000 people were arrested follow- 
last month's plot. Two have subsc- 

died following torture, the orgamsa- 
iimed.

SENEGAL
Warning on
Students' Strike

With the resumption on April 14 of the 
school and university term, the indefinite 
strike at secondary and technical schools in 
and around Dakar, and of students at Dakar 
University continued. Foreign students at 
the university also declared a 72-hour strike 
of solidarity. Schools were guarded by 
aimed policemen. On April 17. the Minister 
of the Interior. Amadou Clcdor Sall broad-

ibly has 
e deten- 
of pro- 
political 

itted for 
ributed.
subject 

_________ (Our 
said the Assembly 
these measures; in 

. been approved 
the end of March, 
Assembly on April

a few weeks. A large petrol tanker has 
already left Spam, and three cargo ships 
prepared totake on cocoa and coffee at Santa 
Isabel and Bata arc also due to sail. The 
Spanish Charge D’Affaires, Sr. Emilio de 
Soralucc. is expected to return to Santa 
Isabel soon to begin political and commer­
cial discussions with President Macias, after 
reporting to Madrid that the Guinean Gov­
ernment was anxious to start talking.
O The International Red Cross is to send 
12 tons of emergency food supplies to Bata, 
in response to a request from the Guinea 
government. The food was taken from the 
Biafra stockpile on Fernando Po.
O The Labour Ministry has asked all 
employers for lists of employe 
been evacuated from Equatori:

GUINEA
Radio Conakry’ says President Sekou Toure 

has received a letter claiming that the Ivory 
Coast President has drawn up plans to have 
him assassinated by the end of 1969 The 
radio has also attacked President de Gaulle 
for obstructing the work of the Organisa­
tion of Senegal River States (OERS). whose 
extraordinary summit, scheduled for Conakry- 
on March 27, never took place because of 
a new strain m relations between Guinea and 
her neighbours, because Guinea had 
obscurely implicated those neighbours in 
recent plots.
O Problems of OERS were discussed by 

Mali head of state, on 
to Dakar for talks with 

Both heads of state 
ttachmcnt to OERS.

i after leaving the Elysdc, where 
President de Gaulle, President 
’•Boigny of Ivory Coast said: 
’arcing me to speak about Sckou 

Ivory Coast do not 
■Uaut him. Do

* state has n< 
in Guinea?

we in the Ivor 
aver anyth it 

the t

o A law giving supplementary’ powers 
public authorities if a state of emergent 
is declared has been passed by t. 
Senegalese National Assembly. In such a 
emergency, however, civ ’ ’ ’ '
keep control of the polk 
of law and order. ? 
would take over 
of siege were de_____ __
also approved a law concerning the 
lion of people, and the requisition 
party. and another requiring all , 
propaganda material to be submit 
official approval before being distri 
Newspapers and magazines are not s 
to this rule, but may still be banned. << 
report two weeks ago 
had already approved 
fact they had only 
cabinet at " 
passed the

MALI
About three thousand pupils at secon­

dary and technical schools, and establish­
ments of further education have gone on 
strike in Bamako, in protest at a govern­
ment programme of educational reform.
• Eight principal ambassadors have been 
recalled; they arc Moussa Leo Kcita (US). 
Mamadou Kantc (UN), Mamadou Diarra 

Amadou Diadic Ba (France), 
Traore (Belgium and EEC). 

Kassc (UAR). and Fatogomo 
*-ief Commercial Representative,

session of the Niger 
immission has been held in Yaounde.

i eight of the nine members present 
Zamcroon. Dahomey. Upper Volta, 

__ Z. Ivory Coast: Guinea was 
as from the last meeting in Lagos), 

ommission heard a progress report 
he Secretary-General. Desire Vicyra, 

and approved the budget for 1969.
O Agreement on a common tax for textiles 
produced within member states of UDEAC, 
and on harmonisation of growth of textile 
industries in the union has reportedly been 
reached at a meeting of experts in 
Yaounde. (The four member states arc 
Gabon, Congo-B, Cameroon and Chad.) 
O A new student organisation, the Move­
ment of Students and Schoolchildren of 
Ivory Coast (MEECI) has been created in 
Abidjan, following a thrcc-day congress. 
The new body, which has agreed to operate 
within the framework of the ruling PDCI. 
replaces the previous union, UNECI, dis­
solved last July.

THE GAMBIA
respondent writes: A Gambian 
at “summit " is being planned for 
consider the whole future of the 

tut industry tn The Gambia. The 
be to see whether it is possible 

j the production of groundnuts, 
which at the moment pass from farmer to 
transporter to middleman to buyer with­
out any real co-ordination, so that bottle­
necks arc created, and time wasting, 
economically damaging delays set in. It 
is hoped that consideration may be given 
to the possibility of decortication at source, 
as the present system depending entirely on 
the mills at central points (Kaur and 
Denton Bridge) causes delays at a crucial 
time in the season. A preliminary discus­
sion of the arrangements for the “summit " 
is expected to take place in Bathurst fairly 
soon. 'The Ministry of Overseas Develop­
ment in London is expected to be asked to 
send an expert of some substance to take 
the chair at the meeting.

SPAIN AND AFRICA
O Spain’s Foreign Minister, Sr. Fernando 
Casticlla, has been to Algiers for talks on 
common problems, including the future of 
Spanish Sahara, about which there has been 
a new capaign in Morocco in recent weeks. 
Both Morocco and Mauritania claim the ter­
ritory, but the attitude of Algeria could be 
an important factor. Spain, in spite of a 
UN resolution calling for the independence 
of the territory which is largely inhabited 
by nomads, is thought to be anxious to 
retain some sort of control, because of the 
sizeable phosphate deposits there.
O Several dozen of the estimated 4,000 
Spaniards who left Equatorial Guinea last 
month after the troubles there, have started 
to return. About 400 stayed on. in spite 
of the withdrawal of the 260-man Spanish 
civil guard requested by President Macias.

imcrcial relations with Spain are 
lly being resumed after a lapse of

° The cabinet has approved the new 
budget, which covers the financial year 
July 1. 1969 to June 30. 1970. This totals 
41,850m CFA francs (£71.2m.) comprising 
a recurrent budget of 37,850m. CFA 
(£65.Im.) and a capital budget of 4.000m. 
(6.1m.). Last year’s budget was 36,750m. 
CFz\ (£62 8m.) recurrent, and 12,672m. 
CFA (21.6m.) for capital budget.
O A national conference on the economic, 
political, social and cultural situation in 
Senegal will be held on May 14 to be 
attended by members of the political bureau 
of the UPS, deputies, ministers, and the 
UPS youth and womens organisation.

the strikers that security 
: them " respect the prin- 

juhlican legality and life >n a 
stated that on April 15 in St. 

next day in Dakar had 
and damaged cars. “ thus 

: their intention to use force to 
hsordcr and hinder the normal func- 
of classes. Even a legal strike. wh*ch 
the case here, cannot interfere with 
*-. to work." He also stressed the 
uoility of parents. The following day 

National Federation of Parents of 
- ’ - ‘’-“-oolchildrcn issued an appeal 

their second since the strike 
:h. to return to their classes.

nega 
the



April 26.WEST AFRICA484

by Aymar 
who led a

united west «ca »we

jointly

POLISH STEAMSHIP VEB DEUTSCHE -Hoeks Limited
COMPANY SZCZECIN SEEREEDEREI ROSTOCK G.D.R.

M(MA fleet of modern vessels Weekly departures
Lutmtta-LobifoRefrigerated cargo from the Baltic and

London. E.C.3.Multipurpose deeptanks Western Continent to

Passengers accommodation Morocco, Canary Islands

West Africa and v.v.

NOPAL 
WESI AFRBCA LINE

the
the

OiuM Lorentzen Inc.
New York

General agents for U.S.A.

-John Holt Shijpioj 
Services Lid.

-Holl’s Transport^ 
-Von Ommeren 
(Congo) 

-Zuid-Afrikoansch 
Handelshuis 

-Holl Maritime 
Enlerarises Lid.

the Ul 
Sisay, 

as.)

cost 
and £31 
the 1

Agents:
Dokoi-Abidion-Douala-Delmas-Vierian
Freetown-Monrovia
Tokorodi-Tema
Logos/Aoapa-Port
Horcourt-Sopele
Worn

Regular service between U.S. GUU 
ports and WEST-AFRICAN port 
—DAKAR/LOBITO range.

nvi SUppt 
:rc arc do 
ideal analysis 
port, but it v 
st be to create a pro-Fcc 

■f pro-Biafran sentime 
siting Paris last Dccc ... 
:d Frenchmen to tour the

e war. Last week (Mar 
iri He

tent, Mr. ... .
_.ority in 1966 was only 
xntagc of total votes was 40-8

the UP's 30 6 per cent. while 
percentages were- PPP 63-9 
18-4 per > ‘ 
very closely run, 

■otes ahead of the

the poll over his UP opponent, as com­
pared with the 1966 election. At last 
month’s election. Mr. Della Singhatch 
(1.860) had a majority of 1.323 over his 
UP opponent. Mr. M. M M’Jie (537). The 
PPP majority in 1966 was only 514. and 
the percentage of total s’otes was 40-8 per 
cent, to the UP’s 30 6 per cent. while this 
year the percentages were- PPP 63-9 per 
cent.. UP 18-4 per cent. In 1962 the elec­
tion was very closely run, with the PPP 
only 44 votes ahead of the UP (Over the 
past four months there have been three 
by-elections in the Gambia, all of which 
have been won by the UP. The new party, 
the PPN of Sherif Sisay. has not contested 
any of the elections.)

Secretary-general 
Baumont. who also 
trip The aim of 
combat pro-Biafran 
and also to prom 
Nigeria, so that 
war will not 
French fcelii 
political rang 
ciation is wi 
the centrist

Monday. Jr.. 35. has been 
antivc Permanent Secretary 

iistry of Finance. He has been 
tat capacity for several months, 

departure of the expatriate John 
ow in Montserrat. Mr. Monday, a 

the University of Exeter, has 
in the Gambian civil service since

late 
ivillc. a 

□ituationist 
public meeting 
what they had 

" ‘“alcnt "cor" 
French si 

iro-Biafran press 
close of the r
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distinguished by his 
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© Mr. H. R. 5 
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O In the UK Financial Year 1969-70, 
Gambia is to receive a loan of £lm., 
next instalment of the £3-2m. loan for 
development which is being granted over 
the three year period, 1968-71. The Gambia 
will also receive £11,000 as part of a loan 
towards its share of the cost of compen­
sating overseas officers, and £31,000 as part 
of a larger loan for the Trans-Gambia 
highway ferry
0 Sir Dawda Jawara, Prime Minister, and 
Sir F. Singhatch, Governor-General, have 
sent messages of congratulation to Senegal 
on its 9th anniversary of independence.

is Pastor Jaqi 
went on the Nipr 
the association i. 

propaganda in Fm 
promote cultural exchange« 
<nut good relations after 
be prejudiced by present «■ 

ing in the Federation 1 
nge of the Francc-Nigena A* 
. idened by Aymar AchilleF. 
deputy who led a parliamen -. 

delegation to Nigeria, and who has prom, 
his support.

The war has produced an interest 
range of forces supporting the two w 
For Biafr.i, besides elements of the m 
body of the Gaullist party, the For 
Nigeria men claim to have detected ex-0 
men In addition the “ Gaulhstcs de gaud 
and other liberal left-wingers are r 
Biafran. as is a fair section of the Fro 
left-wing proper, represented by Jean-P 
Sartre and others For Nigeria, sup? 
varying from muted to vocal, indu 
elements in the Quai d’Orsay and pert, 
armed forces minister Pierre Messi 
Achillc-Fould and the groupuscules.

Black Power supporters (there is a c 
Pans "branch” composed of exiled K 
Americans and African students) attempt 
draw a parallel between a war that is be 
perpetuated by white men at the expc 
of the Nigerians and the Biafrans and; 
black-white conflict in the US. Mr 
Manville says he is against balkanisation 
Africa in principle and what he sa» 
Nigeria convinced him of the sincerity 
the Federal attempts to rehabilitate t 
Biafrans Of the French government's F 
lion, he says, why encourage self-ddcrtre 
tion in Biafra while denying it to the" 
Indian possessions9

FRANCE AND NIGERIA
Creating a
"Pro-Federal Island"
A correspondent in Pans writes

The French connections of S. G Ikoku. 
the well-known Nigerian radical, have led 
to the formation of a pro-Nigcrian pressure 
group here, the France-Nigeria Association, 
drawing its support from left-wingers, 
“groupusculcs.” French West Indians, Black 
Power supporters and African students 
There arc doubts about the validity of the 
political analysis which led to Black Power 
support, but it was decided that the priority 
must be to create a pro-Fcdcral island in a 
sea of pro-Biafran sentiment.

Visiting Paris last December. Mr. Ikoku 
invited Frenchmen to tour the Nigerian side 
of the war. Last week (March 26) the 
visitors who included Henri Herve, son-in- 
law of the late Richard Wright. Maitre 
Marcel Manville, a French West Indian 
lawyer and situationist writer Jean-Louis 
Brau, held a public meeting in which they 
reported on what they had seen. There 
was sometimes violent “contestation" from 
Ibo students and French supporters of the 
proliferating pro-Biafran pressure groups 
here At the close of the meeting, the 
launching of the France-Nigeria Association 
was announced. Its vice-chairman is Maitre 
Manville whose anti-colonial career has 
been distinguished by his defence of 
Algerians during their war of independence 
and last year of nationalists from Guade­
loupe, who were m the main acquitted after 
a much-talkcd-about trial in the French 
capital. Chairman is Pierre Kalck. a magis­
trate to whom no political label can be 
attached, he is left-wing but Christian
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r of the Western 
ssions. including 
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‘ farmers, to 
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year, into which a Commission headed by 
Mr. Justice Ayoola has enquired.

(Fuller details next week)

Gen Gowon with his wife, senior service officers and Military Governors at the wedding ceremony 
tn Lagos

in with both Nigerians 
their proposals for 

-•nans said theirs 
.imey last July, 
illy equal rights 
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itly Ibo police 
State, and a 

c treated as 
he insistence 

A spokes- 
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for a

Tubman and Diori to 
Bialrans. which they 
on the evening of A 
hours on the morning 
Emperor and President I____________
the Nigerians. A final long session then met. 
ending in the cariv hours of the morning cf 
April 20 without any conclusion. Most com­
mittee members left during the day. and in 
the evening a communique was released say­
ing that the committee had urged that the 
two parties in the civil war "accept in the 
sup’eme interest of Africa, a united Nigeria 
which ensures all forms of security and 
guarantees of equality of lights and 
privileges to all its citizens. Within the 
context of this agreement the two 
should accept an immediate cessation

support for
’cforc arriving .........

/Xhidjo of Cameroon had 
where he and President 

icd such support the 
f secession is allowed in 
rantce do we have that it 

in ancther African

tinue individually and collectively but 
were no plans lor another meeting of ,hc 
committee A federal spokesman sa.d that 
they were "disappointed but not surprised" 
at the failure of the meeting; another wa< 
quoted as saying there was no likelihood of 
further meetings involving the two Sldcs

President Dion, passing through Abidjan, 
said that the committee had not BIVen up 
hope, and stressed that the Nigcrians had 
been prepared to make concessions, and 
were no longer insisting that Nigeria had to 

a federation; they would agree to a 
nted states" or "Commonwealth" of 

Nigeria. President Mobutu said the Biafrans 
had stuck to their demand for independence, 
and the Committee had no mandate to cover 
“secessionist tendencies.

o President Houphouet-Boigny of Ivory 
Coast said, on leaving the Elysee after a 
meeting with President de Gaulle that he 
had not excluded the possibility of going 
to the Monrovia meeting, and had even 
been invited as an observer by President 
Tubman: "but if I went to Monrovia, even 
as an observer, it would be on condition 
I can take part in the search for peace.” 
In the end he did not go to Monrovia.

o Major-General Yakubu Gowon and 
Miss Victoria Zakari were married at 
Christ Church Cathedral in Lagos on 
April 19 The service, attended by about 
SOU people including many senior army 
officers, and drawing vast crowds outside 
the Cathedral, was performed by the 
Anglican bishop of Lagos, the Rev. Seth 
Kale. Rear-Admiral Wey. head of the 
Navy, was Gen Gow on's butt man After 
the ceremony there was a reception at State 
House; the next day General and Mrs. 
Gowon went to a Kaduna for a brief 
honeymoon. The wedding received the 
greatest publicity in Nigeria; a long special 
supplement in the Daily Times included 
dozens of special greetings advertisements.

The Commander-in-chiefs wife, a nurse 
aged 22. comes from Wusasa (Zaria 
province), where the Gowon family moved 
not long before Yakubu Gow on’s own birth 
in Oct. I9J4 While the Gowon family— 
the C.-in-C’s father is still living, aged about

J newsmen that for 
had placed responsi- 

iged. regretting that the 
:cted the OAU’s proposals, 

r appeal to the leaders of 
said contacts would con-

fighting and “the opening without delay of 
peace negoU..lions'*. The committee offered 
its good offices for negotiations The 
communique noted "with satisfaction” that 
the Nigerians accepted the proposals". The 
committee appealed to Col. Ojukwu to 
accept them so that "reconciliation, peace 
and unity may be restored in Nigeria". The 
Biafran delegation later was reported to 
have said that with the words “a solution" 
in place of the words "united Nigeria" they 
would have been willing to accept the 
declaration in principle. They were not 
prepared to discuss the blanket Oz\U con­
cept ol territorial integrity, without some 
bilateral discussion of what this would mean.

Sir Louis Mbanelo in a statement said that 
Biafra’s fears had not been allayed. He com­
plained that the OAU and in particular 
Diallo Tclli, its Secretary-General, were 
supporters ol a “One Nigeria" policy, he 
would have preferred to sec the Committee’s 
functions as bringing the two sides together 
for talks without preconditions. Had it been 
possible to agree on a truce, he said. Col. 
Ojukwu had been prepared to come to Mon- 
ravio “for full and meaningful discussions," 
but a truce or a ceasefire had not been dis­
cussed. The discussions had been mainly 
devoted to persuading Biafra to accept a 
united Nigeria. It was now clear he said 
that the OAU had neither the ability nor the 
genuine desire to bring the war to an end. 
and he called for “others" to take the 
initiative. Both sides said there had 
been no direct contact between the two 
parties.

M Diallo Tclli told 
the first time the OAU I 
bility where it bcloni 
Biafrans had reject 
and making anothe 
the secession. He

ig begar 
submitting 

the war. The N 
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NIGERIA
Failure at Monrovia
'PHE meeting in Monrovia of the OAU 
* Consultative Committee on Nigeria was 

opened on April 18 by President Tubman. 
who said that all six heads of state were 
aware ot the progress of the OAU in trying 
to avert and avoid the conflict. "Al one 
time we were told it was an internal affair 
and did not admit of the interference even 
of other African stales or of the OAU." 
But at Kinshasa in 1967, the OAU instituted 
the committee to use its "best endeavours " 
for peace. The battle, he said, could not 
be settled on the battlefield, but at the con­
ference table. " I he fate, not only of 
Nigeria, but of Africa, is in the balance." 
Emperor Haile Selassie of Ethiopia, Chair­
man of the committee said he was glad to 
note that correspondence from both sides 
showed a disposition to co-operate.

The meeting, which started a day late, 
was attended by live heads of state 
(Cameroon, Niger. Ethiopia. Liberia. Congo- 
K) and the Vice-Chairman of Ghana's NLC, 
as well as delegations from Nigeria (led by 
Commissioner for Works, Femi Okunnu and 
also including Mr. Allison Ayida, who has 
attended many previous peace talks), and 
Biafra (led by Chief Justice Sir Louis 
Mbanefo. and including one of Col 
Ojukwu's principal advisers, Mr. C C. 
Mojekwu and Mr A E Basscy, as well as 
the Biafran representative in Abidjan. Mr 
P C. Chigbo) The Biafrans stayed at a 
government guest house, apart from the 
other delegations, who were all put up in the 
Ducor Palace Hotel

Several heads of state had made declara­
tions amounting to support for Nigeria’s 
territorial integrity before arriving in Mon­
rovia President Ahi ’ 
been in Senegal. 
Senghor reaffirmc 
Emperor said; “il 
Nigeria, what guar; 
will not take place 
country?"

The meetinj 
and Biafrans « 
ending the war. The Niger 
were the same as at Nia 
sources mentioned espe 
for I bos and other Nige 
Central cabinet, a prcc’ 
force in the East Central __
promise that “Ihos will not be 
defeated persons", apart from th<. 
that secession must be renounced, 
man for the Biafran delegation 
were prepared to drop their demand ... .. 
ceasefire as a precondition for negotiations. 
The following day Sir Louis' speech was 
released to the press' he accused Britain. 
Russia. Algeria and Egypt of “fanning the 
embers of war by providing huge arsenals 
for the destruction of African lives", and 
accused the OAU of not senous’y demanding 
that the Nigerians stop killing fellow 
Africans: a cardinal principle of “African 
adjudication" was the separation of the 
waning paities before attempting to recon­
cile them The war had made political unity 
impossible, he said: "in the light of our 
cxpciicnccs we arc not prepared to entrust 
the security of our lives and property to any 
organisation outside ourselves".

Later the committee mandated Presidents
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NORTHERN ROUTE
SOUTHBOUND: SCANDINAVIA & BORDEAUX TO PORTS WITHIN 

DAKAR/PORT GENTIL RANGE
NORTHBOUND: PORT GENTIL/DAKAR RANGE TO SCANDINAVIA

SOUTHERN ROUTE
SOUTHBOUND: SCANDINAVIA—ANTWERP—BORDEAUX

TO POINTE NOIRE/LOBITO RANGE
NORTHBOUND: CONGO/ANGOLA, POINTE NOIRE, SAO THOME 

PRINCIPE TO CONTINENT & SCANDINAVIA

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION APPLY:—
LONDON—J. E. HYDE & CO., 27, Leadcnhall Street, E.C.3
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• Prof. Conor Cruise O’Brien, holder of 
the Schweitzer chair in humanities at New 
York University has said on a visit to 
Umuahia that Biafra promised to be the 
first truly independent country in Africa.
o Mr. S. B. Audifferen, aged 45. Assistant 
Director, Federal Ministry of Works and 
Housing, has been promoted Director. 
Audiffcren, who comes from Ilcsha, 
joined the Public Service in 1947.

:d 
ic 

s. He 
I because 
orphans, 
/c been

• A Radio Nigeria broadcast on the visit 
of an Equatorial Guinea goodwill delega­
tion to Lagos praised President Macias as 
a friend of Nigeria and a leader who has 
proved himself to be a man of courage 
and a genuine African Nationalist. Nigeria 
was in a unique position to assist Equatorial 
Guinea.

LONDON—J. E. HYDE & CO., 27, Leadcnhall Street, E.C.3
Tel: 01-481 2040

ANTWERP—COMPT. ALEX M. PETERSEN S.A., IS Klipperstraat
Tel: 32 9902

BORDEAUX—STE D’EXPLOITATION DE L’AGENCE S.W.A.L.
24 Cours Xavier Arnozan. Tel: 521304

The War and the World
U Thant has defended the UN’s lack 

of participation in efforts to end the Nigerian 
war and said no UN members were ready 
to involve the organisation in the affairs 
of a member state.
© MP.
in NigCi 
to supp' 
they cia 
of B:-r

O The Federal Commissioner for Rehabi­
litation. Mr. Timothy Omo-Barc, has callee 
for a country-wide law permitting the 
adoption of orphans by willing families, 
said such a law would be needed ' 
of the increase in the number of 
“At least five million persons have 

by the crisis," he added, 
than £750.000 out of £lm. granted 

nmission by the Government had 
been expended in buying foodstuffs, 
supplies, clothing and similar items 

ribution in the war affected areas, 
immissioner said. It hoped to spend 

300 monthly from now on to 
staple food for displaced 

the Nigerian Red Cross was 
spending that much monthly, 

were being made to stock relief 
for immediate availability to the 

seding teams. From the end of Feb- 
hc said, those teams had been

NIGERIA —continued
95—is of the Angas tribe from the Middle 
Belt, the Zakaris are from among the early 
Hausa converts to Christianity. Malam 
Zakari, father of Victoria Zakan, was in 
the Northern Region civil service tor many 
years, his last post, before his retirement 
two years ago. being that of secretary of 
the Northern Scholarship Board.

Before the wedding Victoria Zakari said 
she wanted as many children as she could; 
“I don’t believe in family planning; I don't 
think we need fear for overpopulation in 
this country. There is plenty of food. The 
problem is distribution. . .’’

P.s and leading personalities interested 
zeria in the UK have formed a group 

to support Nigerian unity and counter what 
they claim to be a widespread bias in favour 
of Biafra. They include Mr. James John­
son, MP; Sir James Robertson (former 
Governor-General of Nigeria). Sir Stafford 
Foster Sutton. QC; Mr. W. H. Irvine, a 
former civil servant in Nigeria; and Mr. 
Ben Enwonwu. the Omtsha-born Nigerian 
sculptor. They accuse the secessionist 
leaders of preventing a peaceful settlement 
on the basis of the 12 states.
0 Dr. Okoi Arikpo has been in London 
for a meeting of Nigerian ambassadors in 
Europe, and to “bring the British govern­
ment up to date on developments since the 
Prime Minister's visit to Lagos.”

reporting only limited cases of nul:j 
tion and food deficiency
O Joint Church Aid has announced 
2.000th relief flight to Biafra from ‘J 
Tomd. just over a year after the annneu 
of the Caritas flights, which 
an clement in the major airh 
September.

In the first 13 nights of April the Pi 
Cross airlift brought in a record 21 
tons of relief supplies, in 185 flights.
O In a report on his visit to Biafra sir; 
before Umuahia was lost. Mr. James ’•!, 
Crackcn. executive director of Church W.; 
Service, said that in refugee camps Ml; 
last September people’s health L 
improved; but he stressed the dependr; 
on the airstrip. He also said traffic, 
Umuahia was directed by women who ci 
tinned to wear white gloves but had lit 
white blouses dyed light grey for fear i 
air raids.

News from the States
The meeting of commissioners f; 

finance just ended m Lagos has subnn- 
to the Supreme Military Council men 
mendations on the allocation of rertu 
The meeting set up an ad hoc conunta 
headed by the Lagos State CommMKi 
for Finance, to look into various aspect 
of the Dina Report on revenue allocafct 
which the commissioners had rejected.

Chief Harold Biriyc, Rivers State Ar 
cultural Commissioner, has cnlidscd fl 
reported new plan for revenue allocation * 
the States.
O The Biafran Government receives 
£lm. monthly to sustain its war effort, th 
Administrator of Nigeria’s East Cg'- 
State. Mr. Ukpabi Asika. has estimated hl 
recorded interview televised in the 15 
Mr Asika said that without this sopt* 
“there would have been no war, and» 
phase of starvation and hunger which Q" 
on the scene only from April. 1968. wU 
not have occurred.” Mr. Asika, an fa 
also said that 50 per cent, of the Ibos W 
come back to Nigeria. “So the 
fears of genocide arc incorrect The la’ 
was created and perpetrated by a fi®~ 
group of my friends who composed * 
Biafran leadership in an effort to su£-* 
and justify their rebellion.”
O Technicians report that the new a 
pipeline from Ughclli. in the Mid-West*' 
an offshore loading point for very I# 
tankers. 17 miles from Forcados. wifl h 
completed by July 1, according to • 
feature article in the London Finaw 
Times. The article, by Bridget Bloom. # 
newspaper’s Africa correspondent, is call- 
“Nigeria on the verge of a new fi 
bonanza.” It estimates Ughclli area P“ 
duction by the end of the year as 35O.(W 
barrels a day. three times present M* 
West production, and five-eighths of 
Nigerian production just before the war

LONDON
The London monthly Africa and $ 

World, a strong supporter of cx-pres# 
Nkrumah of Ghana arid a radical co® 
mentator on African affairs in general, h1 
resumed publication after six months' 
pension due to financial difficulties.
O The first of a series of four meetirf 
on “Tourism in Africa" will take placet 
the Africa Centre. Covcnt Garden, on Mri1 
(at 7.30 p.m.). The topic will be “Toun? 
and the National Budget" and the spea^ 
will be Harry Cowie of Maxwell Stair; 
Associates.
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as Offices in the U.K., America. Europe and the 
Far East. These Branches and Offices are there to 
serve you and your business interests. A friendly 
Bank in a country which may be quite unknown 
to you is a safeguard and a support.

So let S.B.W.A. give you the benefit of its 
international connections: just ask the manager 
of your local branch for details.

ing International business througn m 
N.A. of New York, and the Midland, 

'.ondon, who are now associated with
1 Standard Bank Limited.

4; S.B.W.A. also has unique facilities for fostering intcrnt 
close connections with Chase Manhattan Bank i 
National Provincial and Westminster Banks of Ll... 
the Group through their important shareholdings in.

ay is international. And business
be internationally-minded. That's 

why it is so important that the Bank you 
through operates on an international basis, to

S.B.W.A. is just such a Bank. As part of the
Standard Bank Group. S.BW.A. and its cus­
tomers can call upon the services of a network of 
1,200 ^ranches in 17 African countries as well

STANDARD BANK OF WEST AFRICA LID
The Bank that builds Business
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Sail Elder Dempster be­
tween West Africa and the 
U.K. and acclimatize your­
self gradually in the com­
fort of E.D.’s service by 
sea.
Elder Dempster care for

relaxed — 
accommodation, 
cuisine, top 
entertainment,

swimming and sports 
facilities. Combine these 
with the healthy ship­
board life and you have a 
trip to remember — so 
don’t miss the boat this 
year.
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your every need, they 
provide everything to 
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