days to the closure

[ Jeddah airport and

&MWMW

pilrinms still stranded,

Nla:rh is asking for three

{days extension from the
 Saudi suthorities.

W are struggling 1o get
 shift i date by 72 hours.
W have contacted the Saudi
| nuthorities and |h:1r - resp-
| onse so far is ve,” min-
Ister of state for forcign afl-
\mirs Abubakar Tanko, said
| yesterday in Abuja.

Tanko who spoke to the
News Agency of Nigeria

This Space
is for Sale

(NAN) in Abuja, sald that
only half of Ih: nariu-a ]

mmhﬁwdmbhmd
the weather for the
oln.

Hay ji Nigeria seeks 3

usually face in the holy

the minister said that gover-
nment had fearnt from its
and would make

56,000 i
tuve been airifted 10 the hoty
land.

He blamed the bitch on
delays by some aitlines who
according to im, “deluyed
fior 10 days as they could not
position plancs.”

*The delny affected our
plans and we have been nr
mn cover that lapse,” he

He waid (hat the airline
had since begun mobilis-
ation which hind improved the

RESIGNATION
Senators lobby Ogbeh

to rescind decision
@ CNPP hails Ogbeh

i enator David Mark
(PDP/Benue) yesl-
endiy said moves have

| began to peruuade the Nati-
| oual Chairman of the Peopley
Democestic Party {PDP),
(Chief Audu Ogheh m wuh
draw his resignation from

position even ak the POP Se
nble caucus inlcosify moves
o secwre mombership of the
party’s National Frecutive

Committes for all Senators

Responding to question

Senate passes
‘budget Jan 27

By Lsn Sanusi, Political
Reparter bl
Senate had further
extended the passing
ol the 2005 Budget o
{1te 2781 of Jamuary contrary
1o its carfie: promise (o pass
it yesterday while attributing
the prolonged delay w the
review of ihie (il Ben-
by President Clus-
-v.-pm Ohasanpo to 30 dollars
| per barrel,
in an explanation o the
Scnate, the chairman of the
|Senute Approprintion and
Finance Conimitiee, Senalor
John Azuts-Mbata slso lm-
cated that sub

Ibummnm
&;vm&w |

from newsmen, Senator
David Mark who said the
crisis rocking the FDP (s
“rninor” also sald effor were
bcmgmud:mpuuude(‘hwl
Audu Ogheb 1o withidrow his
resignation letier and recon-
afder his stance on the crisia
peing an in the parry,

il the chairmon said
e hias faken the decision n
the best interest of the party
and 1 am sure he isin a
position (o understand the
situation, PRP got very
capable hands and we have
a number of people that
canvass that position but |
ain sure thal we are going (o
prevail on the cha o

the airlift especially in

Kaduna, Maidugun, Sokow
and Kano,

Tanko hinted of plans o
armange an infervention air-
line, sarying that Kabo sirline
50 far contacted had shown
 desire 1o assist

On problems ;nlgrtm,

The Iranian President Mol

sure the situation was not

He, however, advised
pilgrims against cxcess hug-
page, saying that they sho-
uld lli:k 1 the 40k limit by

days

1o protest over the lack
nrmrul'l w0 Hift them to the
holy land.

With barcly four days 10
the closure of the Jedda Air-
only 1,000 of the over

iy pil grions from

sextensmn

to the holy land.
The News Agency of
Nllﬁh (NAN) reports that
the beginning of the
l|r|||'| on Dec. 28, only two
{lights had mken off from FCT
of pilgrims from |
the Kogi, Niger and Nas-
amwa states and FCT.
NAN reports that after
the | I fight, further

o
goons dlwping spree.

d Khasami, insg

wapesteriday.

FOT have been transpoctod

g o uard of howour during his arvival af the State House Abija

Conpl am Py 2

Pix: Joe Orove, |

INEC explains disparity

in Ogun polls res

withdraw his letter (of
resignation) and reconsider
his stand.™

Senator David Mark
further said: "We feel that

him to change his
stance will be in the best
interest of the and the
country. Yes, 4 AT 0
ves, we want to talk to him
and sec if he can change his
stance,” he said.

The PDP caucus in the
Seniate had earlher met behind
close doors with very low

! st it first mecting

are nol fortheonmng with their
submissicus while saying
that the now ime tibie for the
work on the budget has 1o

u-t. wn Pyl

this year in which the Senate
Leader, Sarkl Taflda

pendent Nati

T:w‘l Electoral Comis-

sion (INEC) yesterday
broke its silence on the ver-
dict of the Presidential Elec-
thon Petition Tribual which
voided the Ogun State ves-
wlts and indicted the comm-
isshon for aiding
s well s refusal fo provide
all results wheets subpo-

disparity betwoen the presid-
ential and gubernatorial
election results in Ogun Stale
could not void the latier
sitice voter tum-out did not
exceed

the Hesides,
ll-id.onlr muﬂ

e Fnllowh,ﬁhw

By Mabeeb 1. Pindiga,
Podiricsd Ropssrter (Semaie)

verdict last moith, there were
calls on INEC to declare a
void the Oy guber polls
results, since the clection
was held same day with the

presidential polls thai was
nullified by the tribupal.
bt the

ults

“It is pertinent 1o make |
reference to the disparity as |
regards the Mvr turm out in

id | and

sahd
ina statement in Abuja yest-
erday, signed by its director
of public affairs, Steve Ose-
meke, that only the court
could take such a decision.

the

natorial elections in some
wtates, It must be puinted out
that there wié no stase of the |
federation where the mlins.

Obmnju submits new revenue formula to Seulle

O

P Ubuunjo vesterday
submitted & revised
version of the revenue sha-
ring formula o the Sepate, 13
months afler he withdrew it
on dhe grounds that there
were fake versions in gireu-

lLatian.
According 1o the proni-
~dent’s submission, indices of

Rewse bl gt
een local
mbucrlncl equality of
the councils

Obasanjo had written 1o

The Revenue Mobilis- |
ation Allocation and

Commission (RMAFC), co- |
nsequent upon this, redra-
fied 8 new formula nd pres- |
ented It to the pmhium-

the two chambens of the Nat-

ym
2003 withdmwing the reve-
nue formula before the

: ln-wmm

6, 1o the Presidem or llu |

e e fyin o

Sensa Adoiue Wb
B b b K



flights were su due
10 the non-availability of
mircrafl
Transporiation of
pilgrims from FCT, however,
resumed on Jan. 7, when 470
intending pilgrims pilgrims
were flown 1o Mecca for the

NAN reports thist anothr
batch of 4 Ll.rumdins wene

Hajjj const from e 1

Tiorm of strike or protest,

The News Agency of
Nigeria (NAN) reports that the
E,lt;nnn were angry with the

rd over ll.li;l'llhlllly o |
provide an sircraf) o transpon |
them to Saudi Arsbia,

NAN correspondents |
affected by the fMight delay |
re

yesterday in Gwa-

aloda that tions
been concluded for the
departure of another batch of

g of

camp in the past 10 days,

waiting for their (ight.
figrims numbering

about 2.r t£=vu-lm had
cleared for the journey, gave
ﬁt‘l‘-l’nurulllmlhunlgu
mecting on Monday night. |
The meeting was trigg- |
ercd of by the announcement |
of ilability of sircraft |

said dep
(the batch would bring 10
:Im ur\mber of FCT
| pilgrims so far

He msured hl.:u h;::pm
| mTAngements made
'zlﬂx oghies 'M
pilgrims re s
|deadline issued by the Saidi

lhes,

“We have nuduéaqu;::
mmangements to ensure that
all intending pilgrims w this
ﬁ.'&ﬂlﬁpnrfmnﬁhjj.'

assured,

Ashara added that the
| L L

in spite of repeated assur- |
lne'gl that lh':uwnuld be |
by Kabo Airlines |

The pilgrims at their |
- ;

of lack of basic facili

i | Akwa lhom Gavernar,
Uye ..recently.

as water and clectricity at the | Effiong in

camp, a situation that had |
mm:mdllw Bving condition |
in |

But in a swilt reaction, |
Ashara said that anybody
found disturbing the peace at

“the camp would be prosec- |

uted in accordance with the |

g arvan-
| gements to ensure that pilg-
(mims did not encounter any
‘difficulty on their return

He lppnled 10 the pilg-
inms o cooperate with the

of the law,

He explained that the
board hﬁf made adequate
armngements for the transp-
drtation of pilgrims bul thai
the plan was scuttled by IRS
Airlines ariginally slated 10 |

+ board in its efforty L
(asmooth and hitch-free Hajj
operations. |
| Barely four to the
\elosure of the Airport

St
H i 1=
ened =' uwhl:“ the

|FCT autliorities.

nol transport any

5| Igrim
| found o be invol =

in any

R&dﬂl_ s ﬁblﬁ:m—ru

While appealing 1o the
pilgrims L exercise
Ashara assured that they
would be befors
Illle Jan, :_Shdmnﬂed:c for the
closure of the Ji Airport.
He also that the

pi |
|

and fear of Allah and wrged |
them (o abidE by them, |
NAN reports that about

ﬁmﬂmﬁ;’ 'ﬁu::

¥,
Ashara reminded the
1w o e

day) of Chiel Immocent Audu
Ogbeh, chairman of PDF |
turming

marks a point in our
nacent d

other partics.

| Meanwhile, the Confe-
(rence of Nigerian Political”
Partics (CNPP) yesterday
welcomed 's resig-

|andacity and patriotism in
(wriling his controversial
Olusegun

quality of our democratic

“Once
- Ogbeb  for—ggrapliyhed that General
does not take g

out any one who dares to
court his anger. General
Obasanjo may be Jubliating | yoiseq

but we would like to assure
time

As wie have

the third time the
senate stood down
consideration of the
investigative report of its
commitlee on states and
local government administ

| By Isa Sanusi, Political
Correspondent (Semate) |
|
This matter is before & court

herefore our rule docs not
allow us 1o discuss any

nambra: Senate stands down Panel report

will come ? for on
January 20, with F‘o‘:
Attomey-Gieneral S
eration and those of thirty six
states joined as defendants,
The suit prays for the

T

ration on the pr
g:,.liliﬂl aﬁé‘nﬂi\:mm
Stale even ( report
has been listed as second to
order paper uesday 11,
January.

Whl;u&u came up
hm‘:km
of the senate, the deputy
senate ';lt_!ﬁ'. S:ul:;
way of order 53 sub-scction
5 of the Senate Standing
Rules secking leave of the
senate 1o the mﬂm

nlmfuul since
::nu 5 before a cournt of
law it will be prejudicial for
hpmwm-puiﬁu
on

Senator Zwingma further
said the senate has no

1o discuss the matier
s he said: | have
in my possesiion a motion
mmiﬂa of the
Court filed by the Anomey-
General of Annmbra State,

L] ¥

(1) An order of interlo-
culory injunction restraining
the !nv:mmlcnl of the
Federul Republic of Nigeria
from doclarng a stale of eime-
rgency in A‘nlmlin Slllf'._

ambea crises saying that in
such a situation the Senate
has to stand down any delib-

pending
this sut.

be stricily adhered to.
The Senate Leader,
Senator Dadhatu Sarki Tafida,

greater interest and wider
participation among the
electorate in

are being looked into,”

al‘plh‘inin;. however, Ilh"n

during the
people voted ntﬁb

aver 738,000 voted in
hmmm ]
should be pointed out

digho, has diminished the

. With the fall of

el Ogbeh, a voice of rea- |

son, moderation and tol-
erance has been silenced.

it has been

ential clection in Ogun State
?‘mlﬁp number

the votes scored by all the
parties that contested the
election.

“In Benue State, 1.24
million voled during
as

since all ts had
S
on the internet.

O the confession nl’!?g;
mtyum“‘h‘..“ said
T
n-im:inninq_iaawh.

carlier appealed o Senate
= 2ol

to
to the new deadline
that the Senate is ins-

A motion moved by
Senator Jonathan Zwingins

and adopied by the Senate
resolved that cach

tuation is being

SenAte Comid from 1 1

(2) An order of interfo-
; :

m“gil government u"

Nigeria from removing or
purporting to remove the

or

(3) An interlocutory order, |
staying any, or any further
Process of whe-
ther at the or at
the federal legi touse-
hing upon any issue in contr-
oversy in this suit,

mittee to impound sub-head

of the commutices.

nment has 53.69 :
Sk woldshare 31 10 pcr
cent; \Ulwlhszlt;ul'wul-
meTis. percend.
'I'H’lwitﬂ
_m‘o ﬁ“ﬂ‘
i 40 percent azilq
states, 30 percent for popu-
foe intemal

lation, 10 percent
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he Sutlant of Sokoto,

Makarﬁ denies presidential interest T

overnor  Ahmed
Muhammed Maknrfi
of Kaduna State has
denied a media reports (not
I Daily Trust that he is prepar-
| ing to declare his candidature
| for the 2007 presidential elec-
thons.
In a statement made avail-
able to Dty Trust in Kaduna,
' signed by Mukhtar Zubairu
| Sirajo, Director-General me-
dia and publicity, Governor
| Makarfi said that he has not
| mandated anybody to speak
| for him on any purporied

‘mMM(

he senate is proposing
the upward review off
the maximum insur-
ance claim from N50,000 1w
N200,000 per depositor in
event of bank failure while

| From Aliyu Haruna,
Correspandent Kaduna
presidential ambition.

Governor Makarfi also
said that, whoever declared
that he is to contest for the
presidentinl clection is only
expressing his or her personal
opinion,

The statement said that as
much as Governor Ahmed
Makarfi s humbled by, and
appreciative of the deluge ex-
pressions of confidence in his
capacity from several quar-

ters he.at the same time
wishes 1o resterate his stand
which he has made clear at
several forn.

Governor Makarfi de-

chmdllntll:umllgwm;hu

Thursday Iﬂ"'

dny o!'DIulI Hajj 1425 {AI{I

uivalent to 20 January
2005 us Sallah day.

According to o statement

issued and signed by the

Chiroman and secre-

best to justify the

reposed in him by the people
of the state tllrongh over-
whelming mandate that the |
Pooplc gave him once again
in 2003,

The statement also said
that the govemor fnrmw Te-

tary of the Council
of Sokoto, Alhaji Umar
Babuga, his eminence the
Sultun accepted the recom-
mendation given by the Cen-

ull Moon Sighting Commit- |

Tbe statement said that
held its meet-

mains with th
of the state, as his major pre-
occupation for now,

Mmmw m-ﬂumq‘n—
m;wwmmupymm«mmmw Pix: .brl'.lv;r

Senate to review insurance claims

By Isa Sanusi Political
Reporter (Senate)
a bank,
The Bill which has passed
u:und reading also seeks the

| also of
the power of the Nigeria De-
posit Insurance Corporation
(NDIC) to act as liquidator
| which is fundamental to its
mandate as a deposit insurer.
| Vice Chairman Senate
| Committee on Banking and
| Financial Senator
Flmut Bello wha led the de-
| bate for the amendments on
| the floor of the senate yester-
day said the bill when passed
into law will empower the
NI}ICwuhm corree-
| tive action to check imminent
| distress in banks following
findings from examination of

L of a bridge
bank s pant of measures to
resolve distress in the bank-
ing system, Such a measure
the proposal amendment said
will serve as a step-gap meas-
ure (o resolve distress in a
bank by enabling the bridge
bank ire ihy and

posit-taking financial institu-
tions, it is imperative that it
should have the power to cre-
ate scparnic insurance funds
for such institutions licensed
by the CBN."

Speaking further, Senator
Farouk Bello said the amend- |
ment to the NDIC (Aet) is
part of the effont 1o consoli-
date on the reform in the
banking sector saying when
the new Act is passed into liw
the banking sector will be

RS T

ing at the Sultan’s palace on
Monday 10" January, 2005
and considered the reports
sent by the various moon
sighting committees.

The statement added that
all the reports indicated that
the moon of Dhul-Hajj was
not sighted anywhere on Sun-
day 9* January 2005 the 29*
day of Dhul-Cada.

It follows therefore that

| the moon of Dhul-Qada has
| completed the thirty days cir-

Sultan announces Thursday
Jan 20 Sallah day

By Hassan Idris, Senior
Reporter,
cle, and consequent . this

Tuesday 11* January, 2005 is
the first day of Dhul-Hajj
1425 (AH), the statement
saiel.

he Jigawa State gov
ernment has demed
that it has given a gift

of Nibn and six bullet proaf

Jeeps to the government of
Tanja Manmacdu in Niger Re-
puh%" . describing the allega-
tion as o handiwork of its op-
pohents who have collabora-
tors in some media
Debunking the allegation,
the state commissioner for in-
formation, Alhaji Abba Umar
Kukuma said the report as
published by some media (not
Dy Truist) was just a naked

Ogbeh was not forced |
to res }“' says Gana

he Political Adviser 1o
the President, Prof
Jerry Gana, has said

that the national chainman of
the PDP, Chict Audu Ogbeh,
was not forced to resign his
post.

nity and honour,

“The mmut of Nigeria
transcends that of the party
therefore, we should not al-
low party differences within
to affect the stability and
peace uf this nation,” he

yes-
terday in Abuja, Gana said
that r, “Ogbeh resigned
voluntarily to save the party
and " Ogbeh had

had submitied a letter of his
resignation with effect from
Feb, 28,

The resignation was the
fallowt of the exchange of let-
ters between him and Presi-
dent Olusegun Obasanjo on
the protracted political crisis
in Anambra.

“Ogbeh has not resigned
by force or in protest, but for
certiin reasons of principles
In politics, this is nothing
new, he should be saluted for
his courage and wisdom,” he
said.

“The interest of the party
This party also happens to be
the party in government and

assume the lability of the fiil-
ing bank for the purpose of
ing and sale.

“NDIC should have
POWET 10 create separale in-
sugance funds cach category
of insured financial institu-
tions. As the corporation is
required to insure other de-

Khatami arrives

|
_Abuja on
resident of Iran, Mo
hammed Khatami, ar
rived in Abuja yester-
day for a three-day state visit
| He was received on arrival at
| the Nnamdi Arikiwe Interna-
| tional Airport by the Foreign
Affairs Minister Amb. Olu
Adeniji,

Shortly after his armival
Khatami, was driven to the
forecoun of the Presidential
Villa where he'was received
by

P RTR R

Prtﬂdcl'lt (}Megun e

3-day visit

will be safer,
The new d he |

in the interest of
wasbﬂlﬂﬂeﬂn

He expressed op- |
tmism that the party would
emerge from the crises much
stronger, :

On the speculation that he
would be the next chairman
of the party, Gana, & member
of the PDP Board of Trustee,
was not categorical but in-
sisted that it was only the
National Executive Commit-
tee (NEC) of the party that
could decide who 1o appoint.

“The party has its consti-
tutional ways of doing things
and it will take appropriate
decmonﬁ when the time
comes,” he said.

Furthermore, his emi-

Sultan of Sokoto |
wishes the entire Muslim |
Ummah happy Eid-El-Kabir

celebration, the statement |

He prayed may J\Iluhl
(SWT) accept our religious |
deeds.

Jigawa denies N1bn gift to Niger Repuhlu:_l

Hassan A, Karofi
Correspondent (Duise) |
flhdmﬁflbr'\ﬂledbynﬁm—|
nents of the government of
Thrahim Turaki. The commis-
sioner wondered how the
media as the fourth estate of |
the realm should not investi- I
gate such storics but went |
abead 1o publish it despite
glaring evidence of a calcu-
lated plan by its suthors to
cause o a
that has been doing every
thing possible to better the |
| lives ofits
“Itis evident that from the |
fact that some newspapers
| have made the issue a tpic
| for editorial just as some hith-
erto respecied colummists
| have seen this as an avenue
1o unleash attacks on the
Ji State government,’ he

Ililfwmilmsunmlhe!
revealed that the state govern-
| ment decided to react and
| state emphatically that the
| ongoing campaign nlﬂﬂﬂf|

the well-planned campaign
agaipst the person of the state |

by any right thinking per-
if there is any government

in ae country that has the ca- |
| pacity to donate N1bn while |
stressing that the administra-
| tion of Governor Turaki has
in the last few years of its ex-
| istence been judiciously
| spending every kobo that has

comme to it for the betterment
| of its people.

..moves to certify title documents

he immediate past
chairman of the Peo

ple's Democratic
Party (PDP) Chief Audu
Ogheh yestenday in company
of the FCT manister, Mallam
Nasir el-Rufai, went to the

responsible for re-certifica-
tion of certificates of oceu-
pancy in the FCT, in connec-
tion with title documents for |
his landed property in the |
FCT. |

_L‘Iucl'd\ldu Ogheh, who

said b intended to harmonise |
the NDIC Act with provisions |
of the CBN Act of 1991 and |
Banks and Other Financial |
Institutions (BOFI) Act of |
1991 as amended which
brought all banking matters
under direct supervision of
the CBN,

The new bill increases
fines for failure to comply

step of
hlmhmﬁhua&

Abuja € ic Informa-
tion System (AGIS) the body

Works ministry gets
N6.7 billion virement

The senate yesterday ap-
proved the sum of N6.734
billion as virement for the fed-
eral ministry of works, even
us the ministry has said it

i awarded the contract of N926

[ By Emanah Chawat | | JEHhe peoMsons o the et | e forih s

Reporter Forcign Desk | |y 1he cxisting Act are grossly | 1hegwa bridge in Akwa Ibom
Oh jo and i { 4 | inndeq State to Mothercat Lid. !

guard of honour, The bill also makesanew | The amount approved for

At the reception were | provision for the corporation the virement is 1o be financed

Vice President  Atiku | o withhold payment of de- | from the over N42 billion

Abubakar, some Ministers
and Specinl Advisers. After
the reception, the two leaders
immediately went into the
first round of bilateral falks.
“Khatami will later be hosted
10 @ state banguet,
LS R D AT TR R A )

posit claims from accounts
used for or held in furtherance
of criminal activities pending
the determination of culpabil-
ity or otherwise by a tribunal
or court of compétent juris-

20N Yoo,

LU T B

provided for the ministry in
the 2004 budget for federal
highways.

The amount which was
initially meant for 52 new
projects to which over N4 bil-
Tion had been unnnﬂm.l nnd

.._xu' I
it 0, 1aTuN

By Nasir Imam,

and Environment hfl'mr
N2.566 billioh for 40 other |
projects were either com-

pleted, non- perfnrmmg |
i d would

as PDP chai
only this week, wurmwdl
| by Lh: AGIS administrator,
Madam Altine Jibrin who
gave him a form to fill and
| had hupumm taken,
| fler about 20 minutes, |
| the ilm: it took to process
Chiel Ogbeh’s documents, |
the ex-PDP  chairman |

stalled or
now be re-assigned for
[projects in the six geo-politi-
cal zones.

On the Ibegwa bridge
project expected to com-
mience in 17 January, release
from the works ministry said
the bridge among Exte-Abale
road is a narrow, substandard

bridge over Qua Iboe River |

consteucted, in 1957 and
serves as the main access 10

o1 the enst west roules i

chom asked him why |
it ook so long for him o re- |
sign, 1o which he responded |
that it is only now that it had
0 be done, and rebuffed all
m‘.hcr questions from report-

Iie however, said he in-
tends to retire into farming in
his village in Benue: State,
now that be s no longer the
| PDP chairman - =



Trusy

federal government
has released the sum B}'Slm?mmmln.
ul'N‘!mhllmfurﬂl_ Reparte
il of the sh Addressing j li
owed resident doctors in the  yesterday in Abuja, the Min-

country’s tertiary health insti-
tutions.

It would be recalled that
resident doctors under the
suspices of the National As-
sociation of Resident Doc-
tors (NARD) have been on
strike since December 6, 2005
ax o result of government’s
inability to pay them arrears
of salaries and allowances
owed them.

ister of Health, Prof. Eyitayo
Lambo noted that the major
cause of the strike was the
shortfall n;pcncmod in lhc

Daily

TNEeWS

Doctors’ strike: FG releases
N7bn for settlement

health institutions and nad-
equate provision in the pay-
ment of consultants in leach-
ing hospitals, locum doctors
in medical centres, NYSC and
doctors who are not regular
stalTbut need 1o be paid from
the personnel vole, the min-
ister pointed oul were some
of the causes for the shor-
fall.

Ilc farther dmrloud that,

iscussions  have
reached an  ad
vanced stage with
the Swiss authorities o re-

lease looted funds to the Ni-
gerian goverrment by the end
of this month, President
Olusegun Obasan)jo hos said,

Part of the funds, the presi-
dent said, would be used to
finance the 2004 budget defi-
cit

The Nigerian government
belioves that it has about $2.2
hiltion looted funds spread in
several countries, m:ludmg

Hritwin and

P 1 budget rel
last year pointing out that the
doctors” strike has been a
thing of concern to the gov-
emment and Nigeri

The use of average salory
sleps in amiving i estimated
personnel costs for federal

Committee on Christian
pilgrimage inaugurated

Mimister of State for

Forcign AfTairs, Alhaji
Abubakar  Tanko
Monday imaugurated an
cight-man commitice (o
evaluate this year's Christian

Al the ceremony held in
Abuja, Tanko challenged the
members of the delegation 1o
‘“q-::m:ﬁalmmﬂn'mgn

L heln eflort

ment 1o the government and
people of Nigeria and must be
checked,™ he said.

In his remarks, leader of
the delegation Bishop Peter
Okoduwa, thanked the gov-
ernment fordwapmlml
and p

for non-

regular nlhmnmm ul'lmllll
workers, payment of 22 per
cent salary increase on
HATISS 1V to resident doc-
tors whose salary scale based
on HAPSS, implementation of
the contributory pension
scheme and the non-redress
of pre-2004 persistent com-
plaints of personnel shortfall
of some health institutions all
contributed 1o what led to
resident doctors” strike,

The national president of

the Natiomal Association of
Resident Doctors (NARD),
DrJerry Oguzic commended
the govermment for the re-
lease of funds to offset the
shortfall owed resident doc-
tors as against the earlier pro-

wnuld Ml'y IM confidence
reposed on them
He called for cmpcrllm

fromall

|mr-|i a hiich-free mlgnmA

He decried a situation
where some pilgrims had
 turned the religrous ritual into
| an avenue for questionable
| ventures and urged the del—
| egation 10 suggest ways 10 |
| end such a menace.
| Tanko called for sugges-
| tions that would make the re-
| ligious obligation an avenue |
|u-_||htwuw
| Tanko frowned at growing

| cascs of shecondment during |

pilgrimages and described
I&iud-ﬁuy

| d.l)‘ affect

ised 1w submit the rvpoﬂ s
scheduled.

No fewer than 12,000 Ni-
gerians are expected 1o per-
form this year*s Christian pil-
grimage to the Holy land.

that the money
will be included in the bud-
get, which will have 1o be
signed into law before doc-
tors can be paid.

He, however, noted that
NARD will not call off the

| strike action until it is sure

that the said amount is in the
accounts of the various pub-
lic health institutions in the
couniry.

Harmattan haze grelmds flights again

Pt

national Adrport
(NAIA), Abuja, were -
2 Uy Raeatte

that engulfed the city.
a\ News Agency of Nige-
ria (NAN) correspondent
who monitored 1

tion in Abuja,” NAIA spokes-
man Chris Ishickwene told
NAN in Abuja yesterday.

Ishickwene, however, sud
that some flights landed from
Lagos later in the day follow-
ing improved weather condi-
thon.

He also said that duc 1o

ficult for aircraft 1o take-ofT

| between Ba.m.and 2 p.m.

“Since morming, we did
not record any fight due to
the prevailing weather situa-

| president on petroleum

:' e “}"w' j-um those owned hy governmeni
wmdl‘hml e A:r.u:‘dllk to him, the
‘-m’ mll that the & NNPC's 5,000km network of
pipeline would be fully

stream uﬁ: was w;nle;irh 4 9 chcglil i
M‘IOI‘ i holders use the facility at a foe

I must sy that the cxcreise #s part of deregulation.

= He optimism that

ihe News Agency of Nigena
(NAN) yestenday in Abuja, Paki
said stakeholders were now re-

covering cost.

He explained tha the gaims
ol devegulation would be comsol;-
daied i the year.

“There will be more privite
depots as well as bundreds of

sine private refineries would
spring up very soon in view of
the vibrant and exciting develop-
ments in the downstream

NAN recalls that |18 private
refinery leenses were granied
three years ago but none has boen
extablished vet.

According 1o Paki, with the
coming on board of the privale
refinerics and the privatssation

of guverninent awned, the nation
would be self-sufficient bn prod-
uets.

retail outhets this year as a result
o ARy -

Desaid. e
The prexidential side id o

“The for ex-

porting refined products has
come and we will ke that ad-

| been built by marketers while

with products,” he said.

plmnnhmlry
NAN reports that since
last week, airfines were unable

capital city and its environs.

ity last week was

weather forecasts
placing it ar between 300

| miters and 400 meters, which
made it difficult for airline
operations.

However, as the weather
condition improved between
Monday and Tuesday, most
domestic airlines were seen
battling In cope with the
hac

Swiss authorities had re-
patriated S200 million o Ni-
eria at the end of 2003 fol-

owing settlement between
parties o the money and the
Nigerian authorities, as well
us the seizure orders issued
mpmwur‘n office in

Obasanjo said in a letier
to the Senate dated January
Q.Mnnthe!hnyumﬂa}f
by President of the Senate,

Wabara, that the
Swiss government would re-

Minister af

Swiss to release
looted funs to FG

By Habeeh 1. Pindiga,
Political Reporter (Senate)

Iease additional recovered
monies by the end of this
month.

He did not, however, men
the amount invalved.
'As you would be aware,
we have been expecting the
return of the recovered
(looted) funds from Switzer-
land. Our discussions with
the Swiss authorities are now
at an advanced stage and the
fimds are now expected 1o be
relcased around the end of
January, 2005, The president
il

In the letter, Obasanjo also

government’s in-
u:num 10 issue $-day trea-

il i e 200 o

Fabian Osuji (1

hedd in Abuja.

The bills, he said, would
be open to subscription to all
those interested except the
Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN), and would be re-
deemed with the recovered
funds when government re-
ceives them

Nigerian government ac-
cused late head of state, Gen-
eral Sani Abacha of looting
huge amounts of money and
investing same in Switeerland
and other countries

Only recently the German
authonties, announced the
arrest of Abacha's

arrested when the German
autharities were alerted by
the Deutsche Bank in Essen,
and is now in cust in
Dusseldorf, Western Ger-
many, awaiting extradition to
Switacriand.

Awtwamnmwmmqmw. recetving the lcence from the
mm pmm

Mﬁmm

FG wrltes US over Virgin r

n an effort o resolve the
impasse between Nigeria
United States over the
banning of the proposed na-
tional {lag carricr, Virgin Ni-
geria from fying US routes,
the federal government has
writtien the US government
aver the ban.

According to the govemn-
ment, the US took the deci-
sion becanse facts were pot
available to them when they
took the decision and now
that they have written to them
1o explain the true status off
the national carrier, the US
may revert its decision.

The Aviation Minister,
Mallam Isa Yuguda who dis-
chosed this to Daily Trist said
that the ministry had already
written to the American Em-
bassy and LS Transpon De-

i g them of

with
most o llu'm jostling for tick-
s,

Some airline personnel
told NAN that they recorded
losses, as large sums of
money were lost within the
period due to poor weather.

“This weather is very
harsh both on the body and
for our operations, il has
made us to lose 50 much

| money in the last few days,”
| one of the ticketing clerks
| ndded

stafus of the carrier

“Their earlicr decision was
based on speculation rather
than facts. It was a miscon-
cephion and misinterpretation
of the situation because ficts
were not mide available 1o
them at the time they made
the decision.”

“It will be unfair for the
Americans 10 do what their
embassy officials were 1alk-
ing about.”™

He said Virgin Nigerin is

By Mohammed S. Shehu,
Reparter (Travel & Leisuntt

restnctmn

reported to have ba-
mndlh:pmpnudvusle-
g:nhnllyw.hmudu

I.;-;i;l!ilr WMH he doesn’
genans a 't
see the reason why the US
would be hostile 1o such a
company that is going (o lead
avintion in Africa.

“The Americans always
supported Africa and this
wornpan u;‘t:nqlelofdwwm-
panies wii m!}“ﬂn
Adrican Airline,” Yoguda said.

The United States govern-

MWMNW
ria that the emerging com-

the claim m:lmnu M the
company is §1
by Nigerians

Ieﬂpunml
for Virgin Atlantic.

... opens bids for FUMTA assets

he federal government
yesterday in  Abuja
opencd bids for the re-
maining assets of the liguid

consultants engaged for
ll:um
e urged the bidders o exer- |

cise

Federal Urban Mass Iumm
Ageney (FUMTAD

The News Agency af Nigeria
(NAN] reports that out of the
35 investors hat earlier bidded
for vurious estegories of msets
advenised, only 29 showed up
m yesterday's bidding session.

Speaking 0t the coremony, the
Permancnt Secretary in the Fed-
eral Ministry of Transport,
Albaji Nu'uman Danbatta, said
that government decided o pub-
Ticky open the bids in order to

ensure in the ac-
Danbatta said after the open-

g session all the bids would
undergo a due process scrutiny
between the ministry's officials

during the bidkling exercise, say- |
ing “we have put in place all the
necessary mechanism o guarmn-
fiee o froe and fir exercise™

NAN reports that the bid-
ling exercise was withessed !Iy
the inenested imvesiors, minis-
try officials and the media.

Among the tems hidden
were ferryboats, vanous spare |
parts of Mercedes-Benz buses |
and Nissan buses, wofhhop
tools, landed property in some |
parts of the couniry, furniture |
and ﬂni-p and undeveloped |
ot af Land in Abaja.

NAN guthered that results of
the bids would be announced
oday.
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Chief Auidu Ogbeh

Governor Chrix Ngige

-O obeh: Can PDP survive the

he Peoples Demo

cratic Party (PDP)

has broken
records in several differ-
ent ways. It is the ruling
party since May, 1999
and has returned the
president in 2003 though
in un election that has re-
mained controversial and
was consequently chal-
lenged in the courts, al-
though the court ruled that
the irregularities alleged
were not enough for it to
annul the election of the
president. The PDP also
sets record as the largest
political party in West Af-
rica and has boasted of

given, much is also ex-
pected, or put differently,
uneasy lies the head that
|wears the crown, Such
has been the challenge
cmﬁmtmsmc PDP.

of the
nntmnnl chairman of the
PP, Chief Audu Ogbeh,

personality clashes and
sharp chasm that has oc-
curred ahead of 2007 and
constant crisis of loyalty
are parts of the difficulties
which many believe could
mar the party, or provoke
some sort of rejuvenation.

But most current, and
perhaps, the most unprec-
cdented is the resignation
of! Chrel‘mutu Ugbah o

trpniseaniee

By Hammeed M. Bello,
| :.mi.—u- Political Reporter,
Repa
PDP national chairman,
and the issues it has gen-
erated so far. Many have

At the villa the presi-
dent was said to have
asked Ogbeh why he had
not turmed in his resigna-
tion letter, and sources
said on the eve of the PDP
ional executive com-

also questioned the how's
and why's about Ogbeh’s
resignation, all of which
will certainly get clearer in
matter of days and weeks.

Itis public knowledge
that Audu Ogbeh might
have been forced to resign
At gunpoint, contrary o
his interest, although heini-
tially denied all that which
observers said is a
politician’s way of shield-
ing the uncomfortable
facts from the public.

Ogbeh was quoted to
have told newsmen that
he resigned because

Ob

mittee meeting on January
4, Ogbeh had turned i ina
handwritten resig

date members of his fam-
ily and deny him access to
his loved ones.

Now that Ogbeh has
resigned, who occupies
his position? Will it be
someone whose world
view is like that of Ogbeh;
someone who has a ster-

letter in response to
Obasanjo's declaration
that he could no longer
waork with him. The presi-
dent wanted the letter
typed, -
The president was said
1o have visited Ogbeh in
his house on January 4 10
collect the typed letter of
resignation, but Ogbeh
was said to have re-
quested fo consult with his
ﬁzmlyardmwoﬂmh&
fore releasing the typed

wa.rlted him out by all
means and had no choice
but to allow the president
have his way. *l am not in
any contest for power or
supremacy with the presi-
dent,” he said.

He disclosed that as
part of strategy to get him
out of office, he had been
visited on Sunday mom-
ing by security operatives

version.
When Ogbeh armrived
the villa on Sunday, the

ling indep fprin-
ciples or a stooge who
does not have a mind of
his own? As Ogbeh sug-
gested, the deputy national
chairman of PDP (North),
Alhaji Ibrahim Safana
would be the interim

ding the

north central Gl 2007.
The way and manner
of the resignation of
Ogbeh has however pro-
voked several reactions in
the public, Feslers are that
many likened the manner
Ogbeh was forced to re-
sign to some form of mili-
tary coup. This is per-
ceived 1o be anti
cratic especially. that
Ogbeh is entitled 1o seck
another fresh date at

heat?

down. Butit is doubtful |f
the motion would see the
light of day because only
the president or the state
governor, through the
state assembly, could call
for a state of emergency. |
Be that as it may, it is |
necessary to point out that
inpolitics, there is no per-
manent friendship or en-
mily, that the only thing |
permanent is interest. And

the convention which is
believed to be the proper
forum to grant or demy him

&
th

emergence ‘of a substan-
tive chairman at the con-
vention billed for Novem-
ber.

But there are strong
suggestions that about
three people have been
tipped, they include Am-
bassador Fidelis Tapgun
former Plateau state gov-

ernor, and {i ol

first thing the presid

was said to have re-
quested to know was
whether Ogbeh had con-
cluded the consultations.
Obasanjo was said to
haw.' reminded the PDP

the Obasanjo and Atiku
suceess movement in the
2003 election with head-
quarters at the Legacy
House in Abuja, the sec-
retary of PDP board of

thatit
be a virtue for him to be

i g L

firom the villa who told hi

mtheg
But Ogbeh

that the president wanted
10 see him, but that he wld
the security operatives that
he would visit the presi-
dent later, but they insisted
that he had to follow them
because he could not de-
lay the president’s trip, on
Sunday,, to ~Congo
B:mu]h ummecgssanly,

TR T

P TR T e R

was said to have made up
Tis mind to quit rather than
grapple with undesirable
situations, and as it tumed
out, the bottom line is that
Ogbeh censes o be chair-
man of PDP from Febru-
ary 28, and part of the tag-
tios was allegedty o intimi-

it sy

g gl

Prof. Jerry Gana
and Senator Ahmadu Ali,
all from the North central.
Feelers are also that the
national vice chairman
(south west) of the PDP,
Chief Olubode George
was also eyeing the PDP
chainmanship. [t is difficult
to say however, how
Bode George would
achieve the ambition
benring in mind that the
slot has begn zoned tp the

B

The crisis in Anambra
state, 1h= y:n.:sus of the

which resolution is in
doubt going by the fate of

Ogbeh’s letter to
Obasanjo had expressed
concern, among other
things, to the crisis in
Anambra which may
plunge the country in a
mess ifnot tackled prop-
erly. And Ogbeh has said
that he wrote on Anambra
to save Ngige from being
killed because he (Ngige)
had allegedly been marked
for execution in Decem-
ber, But with the resigna-
tion of Ogbeh for daring
to speak on Anambra,
feelers are that Ngige
might be in for some tough
timies, And already, o mo-
tion for a state of emer-
geney was billed to be in-
troduced at the senate
ymi.n!ay bt was

onee political in-
terests begin to clash, mu- |
tual trust becomes sus-
pect, and as long as the
ranks remained unclosed |
tinue to override group in-
terest, the falcon, as
Chinun Achebe said,
could no longer hear the

falconer.

Things might begin o
fall apart because the cen-
tre might no longer hold, |
and anarchy could tum
against the world but may
God save the country from |
any hopeless situation.

When Chinua Achebe
wrote his record breaking
novel, Things Fall Apart
in 1958, little did he en-
visage that its philosophy
would have universal and
even political |mplu:um [
Whichever way the crisis |
in PDP gocs, il s instruc-
five 10 exercise caution so
that the collective destiny
of Nigerians, entrusted 1o
some extent with politi-
cians, would not be plun-
dered

Nigerians arc indeed
nok residy to be the politi-
ciifly MMW




What dem want? Dem
wani i while God? Well, Jah
Come Black...

he Bob erlc)r
Interviews. picce

time writing. It is the outcome
of an argument which has
been mging between me, my
friends and even my children
for | can’t remember exacily
how long now. 1 lilw

arc unassailable, in thix
question of exactly what
colour both religion lnd
sl o Gad wastamd
wan

still ix), before the beginning
and right up to this moment.

| really do not hold it
against those who adsmantly
refuse

religious
auulmnl eduulml and

JCB: Jah come black]]

and what colour can He/lt
pussibly be or become, by
the end of time and creation?

Let us consider the

casily send otherwise sanc

s ever cried out for belp to
His inconscquential and

Soliloquy

marning were the first day™
[Genesis, Chapter 1; Kin;
James V version]

Arising directly from the
nuthoritative quote above, my

He created the universe and
then the light with which He
wﬂbmuuww?
W it from a stae of dacgness,”
since He had not yet created
Tight? In that case, what exactly
is the colour of darkness? Can
h,bymyd-neuwmhof

tion, be BLACK? Is

central fact, namely, that the
Mty whose worship yl

it punbln and conceivable
Mhﬁnmﬂnmkﬂ'
was BLACK? Is it

lehnnwuﬂwmr
case here is not limitless.

It is
|mmblc o them, that
bascd on the say-so of no
greater authority than my
humble and inconsequential
self, they should abruptly
begin to fly in the fuce of
‘irrefutable’  religious,
scientific and empirical

the colour nffliluuud
and mourning; ﬁzﬂwd
sin and Satan and the
fronass
* |ransplanted racist belicfs are
nothing more than hoary old
wives' tales which casily melt

It really is of no
importance o me
you choose the religious
at which holds that
llu\mnL and carth were

a8 4 pure science
hlll us without the slightest
trace of equivocation that all
the light which is available in
the known universe emanates
from things that came into
existence as & result of the Big
Bang or, in other words,
creation: plukw globular

open  clusters; [}
| stars of vm

to especially create
light in order that both
mselfl and His creatures
might see what He had
that it was (and is
still very) good.

Now, since God created  logiesl

light, it stands to reason and
fogic that (Ioll ull Rls
creature, light,

and the same bel
unu, because ll::i. like
man, is merely one of the
teillions of species of

which God made, it

powerful Being [whose name
D i .

icapbicafben abecid

evolution
of this entire universe the
normal  condition  of
nothingness was that of
profound  darkness  or |

3 e

a thoroughly dyed-in-the-
|wool scientific

who firmly believes in the Big
Bang Theory as  an
explmition for the coming of
creation into being. My own
belief is that both before God
said “Let there be™ and

a Super Being who uttered
the creative command, and/
or who made that lump of
tsomething which in
o Big Bang. 1t is immaterial o
‘me what naume you choose o
call this conceptual Super
Being or what you
Ichoose to endow Him/It
with, roally. What s of
nmpm o s is the

;B

1Heor It conceivahly be now,

and analysis by man, s well
45 by any other intelligent

and scientific form of life. We
kenow exactly what light is, in
its many manifestations;
from white light [whose
components we know by
breaking down the spectrum]
1o ex-rays, ultraviolet rays
und other forms of light and
illumination,

To quote from the
Christian Holy Book, the
Bible:

“In the beginning God
ereated the heaven and the
earth; And the earth was
wilthout form and void; And
darkness way upon the face
of the deep; And the spirit of
God moved over the surface

was light. And God saw the
%M“mm m

s H'If called lushr‘
And-the evening and

absence of light, p Nﬂ-lR:
borrowing from the scienil
definition of an astronomical
Hlack Hole? Or what about new
frontiers of astronomy which
are now ing phenomena
Iile Dark Matter and Dnrk

ltbepu:ﬁmhlc for me A
la arrive at the same
conclusion which 1 amived at
earlier, mng the mystical,
mythical and superstitious
wols of religious analysis?

I be pardonable ir] were
o lrt;g:l.‘ mtdha';i both
scienti lpm!l!.
the only thﬂll'
elernity can ponlhly be is
BLACK?

What dem want? Dem

Iu\\ﬂu
ﬁmhm a
JCB

bnfm-e




Duily

Truse

| o act ax soliciony 1o
J the hulicial Service
Committee of the

Federsl Capital Territory and
we ahall b Ner refier 1o o

othor membsers of the Prowa, by
Mrs. Oluwatovin Yahaya, who
imcadentnlly w the secretary of
the committoe. (We shall
Iy ulu w her as

an lhn.mlummt
0 T the 21at day

of Decomiber. "Il'l-i 1t petge Jui!
| your Dhaily Trust Newspaper,
vu did publish of caused o
published an article with

| above quoted caption. The
whlication was purported o

E:r a report of an alleged
g(l'auml o your
alone or with

mlervicw
feporier il

Journalisn

| he practice  of
| journaliam started in
Nigeria in | 859 with the

publicanion of a newspaper in
Yoruba Lingmge called fuv
Irowin Fan Awon Eghaati
Yaruba" by n missionary,
Henry Towsend, in Abcok

“the wcrcnr',b
Letl us begin by stating
that, the bein

is true that scmetime within the
week preveding the pulilication
in question, a veled lady who
introduced hemell as a reponer
fot your newspaper was at the
office of the secrctary. The
reponer sought 1o have some
about

mindke by ¥ you through the

publication, i.e. thm the
secretary granted w interview
10 the press on the subject of
the publication, is falsc,

the alleged
on the petition writien
Alhaji Bala Haruna to the
committee. The secretary
haowever, expressly declined to
ik any comment regarding

she lackod the competence o
speak 10 the media on this or
any 'other matier. Your
reparter was further miormed
hat, even the members of the
Yudicial Service Commitios of
the Federal Copital Territory,
e ot speak o the media on
the isaue or other official
imatters. She (ibe reporter) was
finally dirccied to see the
Hoaourable Chairman of the
Commitiee, Honjustice L H

Tertitory. All :Pm:r trnaspited
in the of withesses
wlh: mﬂr Scorctary
al the time your reporter was
usherad into the S 's

affice.
1t is therefore appalling

“Usdlss Unbrela]
I will Scafler you
: Ue{bﬁgbu Scafer

= = |
Re: “Fraud: JSC probes FCT High Court”

1y be madc 10 the reputation of
any pemon. There is no
generl license bo the pross o
publish falschood on or sbout
an individual, with e |
attendant result of brnging |
such a pervon to public |

that, what subscquently ridicule, contempt and |
d in the PP
ublication wirs a report that  this is what your
gl\'ﬂ the entire public with  has preseatly done and oar |
the emonceous i that  client has suffered grievous |

the Secretary granted an

mj“& Ill:hztrmlscl above !

with the objective of getling
people 1o read and have
scvess b0 information
The profiession begas with
| professionalism and faimess,
| bt the legacy s nowadays
being eroded by fuke
peuctitioners, censorship wnd
corruption due 1o lack
prompt payment of salaic

espectally in some print me
outfis
Disturbed by I

unfortunate development, (

Nigeris Uion of Jourmal

(NUJ) represented by 1)

Nigerian Press Council (NP
Nigerian Press Organ
(NP0 on the iferprets
und the provisions of |
ethical code studied the ol
code adopted in 1979 (6
siuarely tackle the problenss

| The review wok off wher
the press council o

| colluborution with the Nigen
1imion of Joumnalines (NUJ) and
| the Nigerian Guild of Editers

malicious, and a deliberate  jhe |I 3 Citmimi, yhn 18 ks IP‘u' Chiel :impmﬂl i Ih:m(?lnuf mentioned, we fram-+
altempt 1o damage the he Secretary told your  Judge of the High Court of iatrur, High Court of the  youthe following: A 1m
reputation of the secretary, It reporter that i o civil servant,  Justice, Federal Capital r I Territory, when  retmetion of the said srtic
. .a foct u::ﬁ mn!u.luu -{_u"is it aflects the W N:\“
thi i ahaya;
and censorship: The Kano example Rt S,
i and a deliberate aticmpt 1o ( itiee, the Secretary, Mrs. |
(NGE) held a National  demoemey, while allowing the The reviewed code of | damage and dmwdn‘:'l:‘: ;nnYniu{nn“IInr
Workshop in Ogun State in - private media organkzation to ctice camions. i |
March 1996 opersle without intimi f::in:; B of | W & 'ﬁsghlywmmpﬂcnl wlw an‘umnndu: |
At last the doide was While it is our bope that nrormation oblained  in |
successfilly revicwsd and fhe  this trend will be sustained in confidence. In no small ote 1 h s btk v |
amended code of ethic, way  Kano State for others 10 ooue the code of ethics | theSccrctry retmction and arc
adopted and doclared ot o cf s of 4 individuals | has no regand for the Oath of 10 be made within seven (7)
forum for the i should give privacy, and i | her office especially as it from the: datc of
hield in orin the Kwara State y 10 welfare package as pructitioners to strive at all | folates (o theneed to maintain  of this letter, and must be
capital well as effective training 0 o press of official on a
i1 Kario, the Shekaru fod  Protect tbefmage afhe fourh gy Gt
administration is encoumging To ensure meaningful Based on the above | calculated to bri the humﬁlﬁs meident would
constructive criticisms as a development, governments analysis governments in | Secretary ut odds with ber  be laid 1o rest on this note.
e of respecting the rights and those authority must  Nigeria especially, in this | colleagues and alio lower her B M}: & Cor Plat
of the citiz for free o ide informution (o cruckl period or democrcy | estimation § IIH.‘(’{H nrlhc 2048, Ind Floor, Akintols |
expression of views on how i|uuu|nl|:sts for onward should avoid e hi ::5“ i Ao Indu‘im lHIHllI Hﬂatr iﬁrﬁnd
r lfiin are . While  igsomination without  fews reporting and =||l'“ o e, J" Bax JMZ}' rw P(.

enting the 2003 budget
propasal 1o the State House
uf Assembly, he restated his
ulmpinistration’s readiness 1o
gt constructive erticism
1ty uarters, through the
Htate owned media bearing in
mind that free and vibrant
0 of irue

interference or censorship.
Journalists a5 the watchdoy of
the wsocicty musi avoid
publicizing or l'm'u!hl\l‘l!"
inaccurate. or mislend
informution s provided in |11|.
code of ethics. Media should
rid rijght of rejoindier to the

posaas s oo SN, |

FAAMIA e

Il‘“'l')”'"

independent editorial ns
freedom of expression and
constrictive criticiam

Oihir state povemments
in Niggeri s should ke from the
guverument whiich

media (B i Kano
and Triumph I'lll\]lnlllll[.
Company) for the cititeny o
express their opinions on the
Stute  of alfairs  and
govemance a ull levels

s 't Awewmai Maizare
i the Secretury Kano Stace
Council of the Nigeriu Union
of Journalists 2dh December,
2.

l!ﬂ particular ind the general

il
g As mu! WE TeC
| the right of the Press to
| the public mﬁumalmmlm
| ar Ju. ature, there is equally
a corresponding duty 1o
| publish oty what represents
the trath on the matter, The
Press must pot, should not,
and indeed lave no night o
dumage or cause any damage

Reactions (o ar

this paper ma)

ticles

o0 ool 1
We bave investi Iﬁt
story nﬂ found that the
aeed
frve a petkion u  frvem o8
The reparter will be |
wecordingly. We
any embarrassement
caused by the stury.

pihli
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Thed

he crisis in Peoples
Democratic Party calls
for ial concemn for
anybody interested in the
stability of N Since the
President the National

By Mubammsd.J)
Yusha'

anger in Ogbeh

This is the problem of

of the enisis, more

during the 2003 el
Simply put, the kind of clection

organised by the PDP-led
i and the

hunted by poverty, fear of

chairman of the party began to
| fiy themselves with hot words,
|ll|c|»|ili:ll in the
country started changing
Many people  expressed
concern over the cnsis, but
with the resignation of Chief
Audu Oghbeh as the Chairman
of the PP it is clear that if care
is not taken, the PDI* may soon
suffer from a “Tsunami™
| Syndrome. In short Ogheh's
resignation is dangerous o the
party and the nation,
What is h ing in PDP

anphini-clt:d Tigging
perpetrated  during  the

ion, while everything wis
swept under the would
certainly resurfiace, by way of
a fnir of controversy between
the President and the Party
Chairman.

Democricy has become &
theatre, and the politicians are
everyday busy in the act of
performance, but instead
their actions producing o best-
wlllgsleunndy,llwmd_ up
| § series of actions

today is not 1, for

T

P This s where
igeria deferred from Likmaine,
A least the citirens of Ukmine
are united by a commaon goal
atacd are willing o pursuc it with
a high degree of perseverunce
devoid of engaging
themselves in any conflict.
Whoever

s the
new leader n?u:ﬁlmld
lkenow that the: party is not the

o should labour for,

purdise
of for in the end he would be
hooked by

the same chisin that
\ He

uuemirmud”:slmh
on earth,
The most 2

’S resi

without a mandate.

To bomow from the late
Wada Nas, “The greatest
enemy to Chief Olusegun

o is Crenensl Olaseyun

" All the previous

crisis in PDP have been
fated Wi i

gnation

deliver has been forgotien and
the nest thing you here is
clection. Poor Nigerian
miasses!

In his_book, Media

Contral: The Spectacular
An&\mﬂafmym |

Noam Chomsky described the

is that one day, the truth will
disengage itsell from the
shackle of falschood and the

E:m'n'ainmriuimuu
party should simply be
wnralhc

: given by Walier
Lippmann  about  the
specinlised class and the

made a 1

afevil will pay the
price, | couldn't imagine what
I heard from one of the PDP
members in an Interview with
the BBC Huusa service while
responding (0 a question on
e e Pary o

presidency with a P
Secretury answerable 1o the
Eﬂiﬂu‘\l.nllwmbndywill
deceived by the election of
executives, For we now

herd; the former
referring to the few clites who
conitrol the government and
nefiers o the majority of citicris
who become spectators in

know who the chai f'the

party is; the person who
15 Ogheh should know

:_bn_nld know flm party

since the formation of the
| party, no chairman of

the party had a smooth exit,
| rther the departure of every
| chairman has been chaotic.

This is happening in a party
that clais o be the

who ialise in political
wmm.ﬂm»m:
jor Political Parties arc
suffering from one form of
crisis or the other, Aucdu
should be ul for at
getting the sigoals and
1o them on time
didd not resign at

rEsponC
{assuming
gunpoint) before he was
“fgenized . The debt

owes Nigenians is o reveal his

if

g
%5&

own part of the story on how
he clecti lis were fixed.

Nigeria means
Parroting with the President or
the ane occupying the most
impartant executive position,
like Gi in the States. If

party in the eyes ¥
He the
image of the PDP is even

mproving.
We will watch and see how

that.
Factions or no factions in

PDF, this is bound 1o happen,

the assertion that “democmcy

b
i ; he
shoubd wait for the day he will

commander in  control.

Otherwise he should be ready

1o say ‘yes sir’ even before he
commanded

i
?s- :

i
zgg

i
g

i
égg
i

i

| rival PDP
{Spead o he
swallowed hoal
have accounted for the

et
0l her political
s a political prostitute .'#"l

the victory song to fade awoy
as ahe bade farewell 1o Kolo

oy 0 bl afler Othieh
makes g press und

is a game of clites” is
festi and people

g o

Chomsky, their role in

is, * Iy,

they are allowed to lend their

weight to one or another

m&nzm of the specinlised |
l .

When will Nigeria be freed
from the crises of

the response that will come
from the villa. The Nigerian
political process is enniching
the encyclopedia of politics,
with democracy having
additional definitions: promise
without fulfillment, submission
without criticism,
responsibility

without

arc g
fued to their mdio,

and face the hurdle of
il and

television and newspapers
trying 1o know every stage of
the crises, and the media
setting the agenda on who will

between the “Atiku/

good
g ¢? Thot is the
prayer you and 1 should

candidature hwu widely

believedio be

of both the unm‘s
Caonstitution (1999) as us
the 2002 Electonl Law, For the

(e i Ryl e 1095 Sk e e T
Constitation states that 0o five sam
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ile the corporate
media has hailed
the increased

promises of assistance from
the US, Australia and other
wealthier countries to the
tsunami-hit nations, the
almost 55 billion pledged
over the past formight will do
little to overcome the
extraordinary problems
confronting survivors,
According to Britain's
Overseas  Development
Institute, at Jeast 525 billion
is needed 1o restore basic
infrastructure and provide
shelter. This raw estimate,
however, does not take into
account the amounts required
1o provide adequate food and
health services to the more
than five million people
facing the outhreak of

dysentery malaria,
preumoni slera and
other lif realening

discases

In Sri Lanka, for example,
the United Nations World
Food Program announced
last week that it would
distribute some 4,000 tons of
rice, wheat flour, lentils and
sugar. But this is enough only
to supply approximately
500,000 people for two

over ane million

now homeless in Sri
with around 400,000 having
taken refuge in public
buildings, schools and

makeshilt camps,
In Indonesia, where over

January 12,

Ev Richard l’hll!llu |
oreign aid was only ST6
biltion or just .14 percent of’
CGNL This 1s about a ninth of
the

48 billion it has spent
invading and um?:ymg Img

While aid from the
cconomically  powerful

nations has slways been

arily

Troaxs

price
OF DECERS tn international
markets. In other words,
compliance, rather than
improving living conditions
in the under-developed
nations, worsened the
poverty and undermined the
existing, and gencrally

banks,
w0 increase the pmnumm
of Sri Lanka’s ports, health,
education and other state
SECLOTS,

“Tied aid”, which forces
countries
assistance (o purchase goods
and services from donor

Man walks among rubbles of destroyed houses in Galle, Southern Sri Lanka

devised to promote donors’

and

inadequale, basic
infy

nulinna is another notorious.
that

political pllhrpnlc of thu

in water,
power, health, education and

|80 percent of
| Sumatra's towns and villages
'hlve been destroyed and

" more than 100,000 are dead,
face dying because
no mechanisms exist for the

rapid  distribution  of
assistance. Aceh, the worst
hit, has no irport capable of
receiving heavy transport

with the nearest
qull:d in Medan,

dramatically over the past
two decades,

In the immediate aflermath
of World War 11, the LS
provided millions of dollars

the fan to

The “mid” offered 1o
Indonesin following the
1997-98 Asian economic
crisis, for example, increased
poverty significantly. To

through
help rebuild |

SETUTC ©

the | i

Eumpe hoost vmrld trlrl‘h

hndmmumpmuaem

and imp

American goods.
Behind  the official

400 goverament rhetoric of
Acch, the re mal capital, poverty reduction™ and
Two weeks after the tunami, — development n:s?!nnce N
parts of the province not |I||.- international financial
v d any assi Lot also  begun
Even within the framework d:\m:ns new ;n'gllnuls o
of official government extract more from the

nssistance, the amount spent underdexeloped world.
Assistance and

on foreign aid from the
world's richest nations has
declined dramatically over
the past decade or more.
According to Plyln; the
Price, a report published last
December by Oxfam, the
annual nid budgets of the top
20 donor nations are half
what they were in 1960, in
real terms. On average, G7
nations—Canada, France,
Germany, laly, Japan, the
UK and the US—allocate
only 0.19 percent of their
Gross National Income
(GNI) for international
assistance.

development loans to the
less-developed  nations
started 1o come with
increasing demands from
donor nations and the
international banks. From

services,
banks, cut social spending
and move to abolish price
subsidies on fuel, electricity
and food. These measures
were clearly incompatible
with the basic needs of the
majority of Indonesians. The
number living in poverty
doubled 1o 100 millon, and
real wages plummeted ¢ b)u 30
percent during this peri

Like Indonesia, Sri l.anhl
is also dependent on
international aid. But apant
from some basic health
programs and other limited
measures, recent foreign

l'umgn wid Mlows back to the
donor. Althoh;ﬁ nl’runlly

rust Internationa

How much “aid” will the tsunami survivors get?

i distributed to a sclect
group of wealthy local
cummmu involved in the
“aid” industry. GRN
Intermational, which is owned
by Kerry Packer, Australia’s
richest individual, for
example, reccives $200
|ml1|un 1 per yosr for

assistance,  but  vital
strategically for the “war on
terror, also T receive
funds. At the same time,
under-developed countries
that refused to back US
(h:lrlll\ll; i the Unlltﬂl
Nations for war agaimst lrag
T their funds

cut.

Washington followed this
by blocking assistance to any
country that refused to grant
American citizens immunity
for human rights violation
cases in the International
Criminal Court. Likewise,
underdeveloped cul.llllllln\
thust al
were cul out of US aid,

Foreign assistance for
Iu:?-lerm development not

drupp:d during the

1 but donors also
xin! Iltwdctr definition of

ﬂ inciue aim\llln on

in the :Iunurmlltu iry

and Illr: cducnmn costs of
overseas students from the
recipient nations, Debt reliel
was added 1nto the donor
nation's overall aid spending.
These calculations cut real
assislance 10 the

underdeveloped countries
and artificially boosted
official aid budgets.

Another means of inflating
been

aid  figures has
“techmical nssistance’
involves forcing re

countrics 10 use x|

consultanis und fmm:ml

financial institutions and the
UN, “tied aid” has increased

over the 20 years
Amﬁ 10 & recent UN

ml’mmtbr
nations. llm
Austratian nid proj 5 UN clllmlll,b:.l.;l‘.‘l:lclﬂ‘]
AusAlD, the ol donor ol billion per
Australion  aid money, quumr u# nml anuul
deel in its mi
ttprme chist lef'n developed ;uiu:.'
":n‘l‘l’o::ipmn Ausiralia’s ik clows et ML

thnztnuo Al’nm

madify OFCD

low, moveu Iru lfwl 10 |

is another nlmplo of how

, 84 cents of every US iwplns or
aid dollar returns to America  foreign aid is directed back  raining o! [m.::m.'m‘!:
in the form of purchased to  US banks and can be counted as ai

and services. Upto 75 corporations. ing. !
percent of Canadian aid is  US Cong:m in May Even this briel overview |
tied, while Germany, Japan,  the Act stipulates that African ~ shows that foreign uid from
France, Australia and seeking the workd's wealthicst nations |
numerous other donors insist  aid must umnpl with IMF I L )
that a large of pi nof  “structural adjustment” Ilhuek to d%;l‘llh s
these funds must be used 1o conditions. Free market '.m "’“u'w; P"I}': ‘3'“'_“'. |

their goods and services.  access (o for African population. On the contrary,
This can include anything textile, clothing and e a multi-billion dollar |
from  food wear, h , 18 only - that ultimatel
Iclecommunlullanll P dod if the di {1
use d A mw  for the w

advice 10 policing and  materials, Having i mwredllnduﬂu
secunty. o One of the more blatant  of thousands cach

Last week, Australian
Prime Minister John Howard
made clear that his

examples of “tied aid” is
Washington's HIV/AIDS
i 1L

South East Mll .'é?m
Indian sub-contingnt from
h floods and other

this pnl'iu f‘

1995 1o 2000, for ipl

government’s $A1 billion
i aid k 1o

African
i bicln for

natural disasters, donor

ges have

:}:,ﬁ:;'f'ﬂwxﬁn:\’.;g done little to improve the
International Monetary Fund F“””""’ ol’lhcgnr: fl
(IMF) loan 1o poorer igh-profile
These i d | aid project was

d in June 2003,

o on
r::changt rates, pricing and
markel privatisation,
financial sector regulation
and  privatisation  of

ducation, health and social

The bined annual
foreign aid from the world’s
wealthiest nations is about
$55 billion—far less than

welfare systems.
By 1999, IMF loans to nlb—
Sahara Afri

following the Tokyo aid
conference, with
representatives from the US,
Japan, the E Uinion,
the IMF, World Bank and
Asian Development Bank.
The 54.5 billion promised at

aid

Indonesia would not be
channeled through the UN or
other international aid
agencics. His government, he
said, did not want to see any
“unnecessary
bureaucratising” of the reliel’
effort or the money being
“put into the hands of others™,
Australian aid will be
distributed vin a Jakarta-

HIV/AIDS ireatment are
compelled 10 wmhnne all
anti-AIDS drugs from the
US, instead of cheaper
cs from South Afnca,
[ndia or Brazil. US drugs cost
up to 515, ODD per year
cnmp-red m 0 for their

Thc S:plcmber 11, 2001

and the
the

frpresenl are using the
tsunami ter o expand
their

political,
military m!{uente in the
region. Their concermns arc
not and never have been

: In ) 2004,

n January a mij
earthquake hit the “‘Iﬂ:
Tranian city of Bam, killin

»smr-'-d

the g was to be

capital on the
military. Britain curﬂ:nllz
spends eight times as muc
(o its military as it does on
aid, France 9, Taly 15 and the
US 33 times. The US annual
defence budget in 2003 was
over $400 billion, or 3.6
femenl of its Gross National
ncome (GNI), while its

114 fitions on avmg:
with most requiring prior
compliance before the
finance, or thercof, was
granted, se¢ directives
were made iveol the

social and economic impact
on the recipient nations or
factors outside their control,
such as currency and

provided only after the Sri
Lankan govemnment agreed
to introduce a number of so-
called “poverty reduction™

programs, i
One of these, entitled

“Rcsaumna Sri Lanka,”

Sri Lankan

by
headed Isy I{oward and
Indonesian Presi

Susilo
Bambang Yi one. How
this will work and how much
will be distributed is still not
chear, but much of it will llow
back to  Australian

carporations.
In fisct, approximately $1.8
I:llhun ;Icram:um in official

foreign assk

wu"m“,’mw@ almost 32000 pcuple an
e - “;' L more than sl blllmn in dd
LY o4 was promised bylw?lt;n’l
m‘:'ﬁm:‘“’ nulhon nrrln::d cl':- [
mn‘wﬂ;: s lmumﬂ-t- survivors ace sl mﬁ"& in |
i
wlled"\m'nnlmuf Nl.llc of the “:;n‘.
istan became 4 major  infrastructure rebuilt. Given

mlpmlofus aid, receiving
over $600 million in 2001.

Other countries previously
deemed ineligible  for

the recent history of “aid” |
therefore, is 10 be the
I‘mnl’dwmmm
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UN to deploy
troops to

ariur
he U.N. Security
Council said it would
speedily consider

sending peacekeepers to
Sudan to support a new peace
deal and urged the new go-
vernment of national unity to
work actively to end the
conflict in western Darfur.

I implemented, the peace |

deal signed Sunday in the
Kenyan capital, Nairobi,
would end 40 years of civil
war which has caused 2
mil deaths, mainly from
war-induced famine and
disease, uprooted 4 million

flee the country aliogether.
The UL.N. Security Council |
said it looked to the world o
help implement the deal as
well as help with the rebuil-
ding and rchabilitation pro-

cess.
It said it hoped the
agreement would “mark a
"s history

and urged the new govemn-
ment to fully commit itsell 1o
ending the violence in Darfur

Jan Pronk, the top LN,
,cuvn to Sudan, said last

'lwned Security Couuci[
| of aresolution in

third week of January autho-

rising a wide-ranging U.N.

::ucckccplng and pcacc-

Iding mission, hopefully

with 9,000 to 10,000 troops,

Pronk, who will brief the

| Security Council Tuesday,

| people, and forced 600,000 to |

Praily Trausit

I have falled

-Zambian president

nmbia's president has
apologised 1o his
‘country for fuiling w0

tckle poveny, but insisted he
will stay in office until
clections are due in 2006,

“Ithas not been possible 1o
reduce poverty and | feel sad
whout it,” Levy Mwanawasa
snid, deseribing the issue as
“one of my failures”,

“Unfortunately, if

Zambians made a mistake 1o
clect me as president, they are
stuck with me,"” he added.
About 75% of Zambiu's 10
million people live on less

than §1 a day.

And almost 1.8 million
Zambians, or 16.5% of the |
population, are living with |
HIV/Aids,

“Poverty continues to grip |
our nation, | 10 work
Ihard this year so that poverty
levels are reduoced,”™ he said.

Mr Mwanawasa's
admission came as he
announced o reshufMe of his
cabinet that included the |
sidelining of o close friend,
Works and Supply Minister |
Ludwig Sondashi. |

Home a\"alrs '\vhnulcr

Ronnie

AUL urges action on Cote d’ Iviore

he African Union
called on the
. international com-

ministers from ot least 10
other nations met late into
Monday night 1o try to revive
faltering peace effons in the
two countrics as well as in
Sudan’s Darfur region,
anxious to show the African
Union (ALT) is more than just
a talking shop.

“The talks were very
senous,” Cihanadan den
John Kufuor said as he left

| said the ing opera- | the meeting in Gabon's
ely face | capital Libreville. “1 think we

Tm:n?«!og ln:rl: dll(mi' T
culties” because of lack of | The AU called on the
mﬂ;"ﬁ"ﬂ' and coami- United Nations to increase its
Meanwhile. Snd.un 3 E“’n?‘mlv?.?“:?ﬁﬂ‘!m
wofhllwumyM b!eaalunl.’.‘mpneededln

Emeted by 10,000 mlmly
ris-tian revellers in this
long lum muhwn wmw

be disarmed with mter-
national hel, d

substantially increase its  taking part in Rwanda's 1994
presence in Ivory Coast and  genocide still posed a threat
beef up its mandate and also 1o both countries.
called neighbouring nations to AL member states pledged
respect a UN.-imposed anms 1o support Congo in its efforts
embargo 10 “neutralize and disarm” the
But AU said sanctions such  militias and called on the
as travel bans and assel  jnternational community to do
the workd body . the same, Djinnit said, without
has been d dictails of what form the
be postponed to  let hebwwkl take,

individuals show their
commitment to peace and
give Thabo Mbeki time to
resolve the crises.,

1t said a constitutional
change that would allow a
northern opposition politician
to run for president -a key
sticking point in Ivary Coast’s
peace process - could go 1o a
referendum as a last reson.

“1t has not been ruled out as
an option,” AU commissioner
in charge of peace and
security, Said Djinnit, said in
o summing up of the day’s
talks.

Migerian President Oba-

sanjo said instability in
D Republic of

u was lpudlns up the

tion would
|
|

city, of troops in
W“;'{"“‘ﬂml" rebels m
unng a Z|-year civil war. The summit had been due
President Omar al-Bashir,
i 0O AT iR 0L AyS b lolegton

' tain uhmuwrhlsmﬁmunL
| stopped and restarted his
!w:h several times wl
| onlookers regularly broke into
| deafening applause and
| waiving white pieces of cloth
in signs of peace.

“Our ultimate
united Sudan, which will not
be huilt by war but by e
und development,” el-Bashir
said. “You, the southerners,
will be saying, *We want a
sirong :md huge state, a united
Sudan."™

Juba, about 750 miles south
of the capital of Khartoum,
wits nl-Bashir's fird stop on a
Iwo-day tour to celebrate
Sunday’s landmark signing of
the treaty to end the African
continent’s longest war.

al-Bashir later flew east 1o
another southern town, Tort,
to celebrate the peace deal
| and inaugurate a power sia-
| tion before retuming 1o Juba,
| “The money which we have
| been spending on war will
| now be spent on services and

oal is a |

crammed the talks into just
12 hours.

The §3-member body smd
the United Nutions needed tw

Congo was of great concern
and wamned against underes-
timating the potential of the
country’s intemnal strife to
destabilize the wider region.

Delegates said they had
agreed that the “Intera-
hamwe™ Hutu fighters who

“We cannot keep talking

“The AU council decided it
was time for Africa to take

responsibility  for  its
problems.”
Rwanda has long expressed

frustration at Kinshasa's
failure to disarm the Hutu
fighters, who have staged
attacks on Rwanda from their
jungle bases.

Congo's President Joseph
Kabila and his Rwandan
counterpart Paul Kagame
both attended the summit.
Their strained ties soured
further after Rwanda threa-

a third of a planned 3,320 |

soldiers 1o Darfur for cease-
fire monitoring in its most
prominent deployment 1o

but has been criticised
for delays. Djinnit said the
AU hoped to have the bulk
of the mission in place by the
end of January,

swapped pnmllom wnh
Kalombo Mwansa, who held
the foreign affairs portfolio,

He brought another ally,
Vernon Mwaaga, into the
cabinet as chief whip,
reportedly ahead of an|
election campaign, |

Last vear Mr Mwanawasa
said he was tired of his
“antificial” life as president,
complaining that everything
was done for him.

Congolese
poll dela

rotest

olice have fired teargas Under the peace deal I
o thousands  signed by all the main factions
of protesters in the  atthe end of the war, n power-

Democratic Republic of
Congo's capital. Demon-

sharing government was
tasked wllh organising

strators were angered by
Friday’s announcement that
clections set for later this year
could be delayed.

Police deployed to prevent
thousands of protesters from
marching into the centre of
Kinshusa. They fired shots in
the air and arrested dozens.

A 2002 deal 1o end five
years of war set June as the

tened to invade Congo in | Yeydline for elections, while
November. . allowing for limited delays.

The AU o 1 Chief
agreement struck on Sunday | Asollinaire Mala Malu has
for southern Sudan, ending | o

Africa’s longest-running ci
war, and said it boped the deal |
would help end the Darfur |
conflict.

indicated the poll will pro-
| bably take place in October,
| before heavy rains make
| parts of the country inacces-

Gabon's President Omar Bonge Ondimba and President (Musegun
of the African Union, at Librevilles international airport.

fled into the former Zaire after The union has sent around | m:;!f,v !
i . | Henri Mova Sakanyi played

chairman

| down the protests and said

they were organised by sup-
porters of veteran opposition

| leader Eticnne Tshisckedi

who has vigorously con-
demned any possible election

| delay

Mr Tshisckedi’'s UDPS
party denied organising the
protests  bul  said @

| understood the anger of the

demon-strators.

“The UDPS has not
organised demonstrations
today but we know there isa
lot of discontent amongst the
youth and the people on the
streets,” party secretary gene-
ral Remy Masamba said

The war is supposed o

have ended in 2002 but fig- |

hting has persisied in the cast,
involving soldiers who were
once rebels backed by
Rwanda.

it
allow for two delays of up 1o
six months each, if approved
by par-liament.

UN seribe, Kofi Annan said
in a report that there were
“serious challenges™ 1o hal-
ding the election in June.

The UN has
concerns about the le-ucs
of holding an clection in a |
country which is so large vet
lacks basic infrastructure,
such as roads and milways.

According to the UN's |
humanitarian chief, Jan
Egeland, about 1,000 people
are dying every day in DR
Congo - many from disease

clashes claim 9

t least nine people
have been killed in
| clashes between rival

| Somali clans in north-castern
| Kenyn

| A police spokesman told
| the AFP news agency that the
antnck was in revenge for the
killing last week of at least
nine people in Mandera
district.

The reason for the
fighting between the Garre
and Murule clans is not clear,
although some  reports
suggest a political motive,

Most of those who died
are reported o be women and
children.

Extra police officers have
been wyed in the region
to prevent any further
violence, said police
spokesman Jaspher 1
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Tsunamr UN demands swift cash

he UN official co-
ordinating  aid  for
tsunami survivors has

shown “humanity al its very
Thest™, he said.
But he also warned that

The CGiencva mecting comes
five days afler UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan chaired a
donor conference in Jakarta,
Indonesia, where he isssed a call
for almont $1bn in urgent aid.

In other developments, the
Indoncsian army has directed
forcign sid workers in Aceh W

sca Tollowing the taunami

Dc!epm mumiq
povermments and aid agencics

arc aticnding, US aid
chiel Andrew Matsios, EU
dow commissioncr
Louis Michel and senior
ministers from Rritain, France
an] Grermany.

Mr w whes i chairing
the mocting, said around $300m
el been commitied to projects
o the pround in the tasmami- bt
region, oul of $3.4ba in formally
recoeded and pledges.

“We nood very quickly mone
signed contracts, more cash,
more concrole commRiments 1o
help keep this massive cffort
going in the pext six montha,” he

| naid,

Hut he said that the outhreak
of discase and starvation the UN
had feared in the wake of the
s chisaster did not secen o

happeing. =

The UN co-ordinstor listed
at least a doren regicns whm-
UN agencies are struggling
| meet the mm.-rmlm

II: pmnttd oul that the
Democratic Republic of Congo,
where 1,000 people die daily of
preventable discascs or because
olﬂicoulﬂum-dhuld:

Wm"f

...moves agamst

Phil Bloomer, head of UK-
based charity Oxfam, sid this |
wes “crunch time”™ 1o make sure

the pledpes were realised.

“This is not the time for
empty rhetoric,” be said, quoted
by AFP news agency. “The cyes
of the warld are on this meeting
and we want guaranices that the
aid will not be diverted from
other disasters and  other

suffering people.”

aid corruption

he United Nations is
ing new steps in its
global tsunami-reliefl
campaign o guard against
improprieties like those alleged
in the oil-for-food program for
Irag, LN, officials said.
Among the measures in the
works are 8 way o let the public
10 track every wid dollar via &
Wieh site and the drafiing of
new rales io profect LN, stall
whisile-blowers
The woekl body is applying
lessons leamed from the now
defunct bumanitarian aid
program for Iraq by adopting
measures o ensure ~greater
accountability and
trmnsparency”™ in the effort it is
coordinating 1o provide relicl
for victims of last month’s
Indian  Ocean  tsunami,

npnl:umln Stephane Dujarric

Thn United Nations has
sccepted a no-fee offer from the
PricewaterhouseCoopers
necounting and consulting firm
o help track abd 1o victims of the
giant wave that smashed info
Southeast Asian and East
African coastlines on Dec. 26,

said Kevin Kennedy, a senior |

official in the LN, Office for the
Coordination of Humanitanan
Alfairs.

The firm may also be asked
o help prompaly investigate any
allegations of fraud, wasle or
abuse that might surface in
connection with the tsunami
reliel drive

Internal andits rebcased over
the weekend by an independent
commission identified many
the

Explosion kills 13 in China

while they were making

| firecrackers, the official Xinhss

| explosion

ncws agency reported.
The rnl bln:. at the
factory

premiscs.

The fatality rate usually
wurges as producens rush o il
‘onders for the Lunar New Year,
which comes in January or
February. Chinese celebrte by
setting off billions of

investigation. The sccond

oceurred in Fhandian,
a village in castern Anhui
province, where a man was
nuliq ﬁm at hame,

Tkn-“wﬂln

more detsils on the two

sccudents.
China's fireworks industry
suffers hundreds of deaths cvery

logscs during
seven-year life of the $64 billion
ail-for-food program.

But Kennedy dismissed
concerns that donors might be
worried aboul  possible
cormuption in the tsunami aid

noding that more than
52 hillion in donations poured
into U.N, coffers last year in

response (1] various
b humanitarian appeals.
")
Former leader trial resumes
he trial of former for two hours on Tuesday about
crimes commitiod by Croats and

Yugoslav  President
Slobodan Milosevic has
resumed with testimony by a
French nurse who worked in

because she was

Mr. Milosevic's health
pmﬂulhu delayed the long-

mq-mauu-mp-

“merely giving impressions”.

'lluwllﬂnml-ﬂ.m‘k
of the way your witnesses will
testify. It sounds like a
conversation over a cup of tea on
the verandah and | don't fimd it
wery helpful,” he told Mr
Milosevic.

The defendant argued that
ml‘.‘nvhlahl-l_
“not second-hand, bist what she
",

il ix)

R

FEDERAL MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE |

AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT .1
AREA Il GARKI], ABUJA
INVITATION TO BID FOR 2005

SEASON FERTILIZER

PROCUREMENIT
The Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development is planning
to procure some ussonad fertilizers for distribution to all the 36 States of
the Fed g FCT, the Special Progr on Food Security |
(SPFS)", " and the Rmrr Basin Dcvclumncm Authorities (RBDAs) under |

the Federal Government Fertilizer Market Stabilization Programme for
2005 wet season farming.

The Ministry therefore invites scaled bids from registered fertilizer
producers/suppliers for the supply of the various brands of fertilizers as
listed below:<

) Urcad6%N

i) NPK 15-15-15/1 6-1 %.m

i)  NPK20-10-10 :l) rRUSD ;
iv)  NPK 12-12-17 + 2Mg ey S TR .
v)  SSP18%(P0,) i \

vi)  Agric-lime EA_B'U' ul \

vii)  Micro-nutrient Fertilizer

NEWSFAP 5_*_:_2‘_‘:_
Bidding documents and other dmds arc obtainable froffi The Office of the
Director Federal Fertilizer Department after payment of a non refundable
tender fee of N 250,000.00 only.

The completed bids must be accompanied with:<

i) Certificate of Incorporation

i) Current Tax Clearance

iii)  Value Added Tax (VAT)

iv) Company Profile

v) Verifiable Evidence of Experience in fertilizer business |
vi)  Evidence of registration with the Ministry

vii)  Evidence of registration with the Federal Fertilizer Department as

a fl. ilizer company

Evidence of operational blending plant or/and intent to set up a
fertilizer plant will be an added advantage

Payment of N 250,000.00 non-refundable tender fee

Completed bids must be submitted to the office of the Permanent Secretary,
Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Area 11 - Garki,
Abuja, not later than 3 1t January, 2005, All prices shall be quoted in naira.
Bids shall remain valid for a period of at least sixty (60) days after the date
of bid opening. -

Time and Place for Submission of Bids

Fully completed bids will be received not later than 2.00pm (local time)
on or before 315t January, 2005 at the Office of the Permanent Secretary,
Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Develop Arca 11 - Garki
Abuja.

Bids will be opened at 11.00am (local time) on 15t February, 2005 in the

Training Hall of Federal Ministry of Agri and Rural Develor
Avrea Il - Garki, Abuja and in the p of Bidders or u-.i;
who may like to attend the bid of Any other i i di

the bid can be obtained from the ol‘ﬁce of the undersigned durmg ol’ﬁu |
hours on any working day before the closing date. |

Award of Contract

The Ministry is not bound to accept the lowest bid.

SIGNED

Baba ljo 0. 0. 0. Ogunkua, QOON, mni

Permanent Secretary

Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
Area 11 - Garki
Abuja - Nigeria.

——E R
NAL I.IBHM* OF NIBERIE I




ﬁﬂ-fér-foqa_ﬁfﬁc_ials_’ guilty — report

flicials
the UN's oil-for-
food programme
Tor Irag were guilly of

menl, -a:mnling 1o docu-

ments newly réleascd.

An independent inguiry
into_corcuption jn_the

fraily Froesy

$60bn programme hay

publishied dozens of re-

ports by UN auditors.
They found inadequate

monitoring of the pro-
gramme of contractors
hired fo inspect ihe Mow
of oil and goods.

H , the reports do

’Ukramlan troops to leave Iraq

not find evidence of any
irregular activities or cor-
ruption among UN stafl

he Ukrainian parlis-  frag, Th vote ight Uknadiskan
ment on yesterday qmmmmu nlﬂnﬂldhuﬂﬂﬂlm The trdee
ependont com-
nﬂ;ﬁh"ﬁ"}w tional dismay over the mis-  afanammunition dempin i, | mission was set up afler
:::u" NN l‘“' sion. The blast was meported ms an | g congrossional allega-
s rom  They il ll::im p n-..h tions of multi-biltion dol-
ratscd suspicions lar corruption.
s E‘;‘ﬁ’h terrorists could have been a femmors ac- The reports compiled
uusmin " to be released | ™ .. . by the UN's Office of In-
Bay will be re-  crnment, Mr Straw said, u?:id Kuchmu ondered the | Servi : ide. Ehoidi ey
{turned to the UK within  But he added: “Once they | forcign and defense ministries &h“m
\weeks, Foreign Secretary  are back in the UK, the poli todevelopa plan for with h" are ac-
'm&wmmcmﬂm will consider whether to ar- Ulkermine's troops from Irag | cused of overcharging the
:un yesterday, et them under the Termoriam | within the first halfol 2005 programme by hundreds
| Moazzam Begg, from Hir- Act 2000 for questioning in But the parli inn308. | of th ds of dollars
imingham, and Martin  connection with possible ter- | 0 vote, called on Kuchma to | for hours that were not
[Mubanga, Richard Belmat  rorist nctivity™ siccoleratc the process by is- | actuafly worked.
A e ot Hurnan rghts cumpuigners | Sviog an ammcdisie The investigating pancl
Ve hive hdn o i at ¢ i mdumm id not prop-
LIS for almast thiee years. 55 ..rw o m There i check ol purchase
T sl mi | Cubs. sponse from Kuchra to the ‘mgmm&mﬂmn-
Cuban camp s part o A 1 Srinal hay i move. Valeriy ]
(LIS-led “war on termor™, 3 Chauly, sn snalyst th Id have limited
I MLSBIW:“MHKUSM ull.od&;:'Dclll l“nﬂ:::" % mnmm lh:rl:::i ;o:::m::;t s
., himan-ri scandal b pencraty income
‘}:-d-i lnn_:lu-:yel'omlnl' n “icon of lowlcssnoss”, | 120k, said he expectod the (- :rlmw'o ing UNI sanc-
'di e il Kate Allen, Amnesty's UK. y S| tions
i He said IMM director, said the relcase of Mxy:l'ge.. S - The reports were re-
kit the four men was “long, long - lensed by Paul Volcker,
e . dn: Opposition leader Viktor former ofthe
i The US has also an- mm“.mww:.":,_rx us l’adw;lg:mrc. e
- ! b [ . UN
1" Al four imilis have bocn tha an Avtralian | day ves declared the winner | S0 ary General Kofl
linformed of their return and  man, previously acoused of | ey i .
: -\ f peesideniial election; it |~ Angan to investigate the
hwhum_-wlwdnw terronistdffcnces, will bere- |y not clear when he might nil-ﬂ:u-ﬂwdmme.

——

- Do mot shave with blades that could
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Bombing Kills six Iraqi police

- -
in Tikrit
ix Imgi police officers
have been killed in o
wuspected suicide car
bombing outside a police sta-
tion in Saddam Husiein's
home town of Tikrit
| Several other peaple were
injured in the atack, which
comes i day after Baghdad's
deputy police chief was killed
i an ambush.

A group led by al-Oseda
ally Abu Musab al-Zargawi
sl it carriod out the bomb-
Jing against what it called
| mercenaries” al
| police hosdquarters in Tikeit,

A

regularly target Iraq security
firces and Shi'ie pilgrims in
the lawless zone of dusty
towns, which is regarded as
one of e most datigerous
purts of Irag.

In another attack, s bomb
killed seven Iragis and at
least two in Sarmarra.

The roadside bomb in
Yuusifiyah, 15km south of
Baghdad, missed & passing
1S military convoy and hit a
passing minibus instead.

Repested guemilin attacks
on the g police and sol-
diers who will be tasked with

| Sunni Muslim srong
in norshem Loy, Eight offic-
|ers were ulso wounded.
Shonly after the explo-
o, gunnen attacked a mini-
{bus traveling through lrag's
'notorious “Triangle of
Death,” Killing cight people
| and Kidnapping three. police
in the arca sald.
Police said it was not im-
mediatoly clear who was in
the vehicle, Sunni insurgents

gents have mounted almost
dally attacks on sccurity |
foreen,

Meanwhile, Sunni leaders
have threatened 10 boyeott |
thie coming elections unless |

Some areas may be unsafe |
to vote-Iraqi PM

ame areas of (g will

shably be too umafe

to take part in the Jao.

30 elections, Prime Minister
Ayad Allawi said y d

assembly. The countey's |
wolatile Anbur provinee west
of Baghdad and arcas in the
north around Mosul have
ween litthe p fuor the:

and he prommised 1o merease
the size of the army in the
face of a bloody insurgency,
whose latest victims inchided
173 Iraqgis killed by two bomb-
s

Allawi said the govern-
mont had allocated $2.2 bil-
o to expand the army from
OO000 10 |

vinle,

“Hostile forces are tpying
to hamper this event and w0
inflict damage and harm on
the march and the guaranice
fior the participstion of all in
the elections,” Allawi said.
“Certainly, there will be some
pockets that will ot be able

o

|
provide it with new weap-
onry. Iraq"s armed forces are
poorly trained and ofien un-
der-equipped, making them
un casy target for nsurgents
who want 1o scuttle the clec
tions

He acknowledged (hat
some arces of lrag likely
would be oo unsafe o par-
ticipate in the lamdmark bal-
loting for » constitutional

for these reasons, but wo
think that it will not wide- |
” -

Allawi is n candidate in |
the election and has been in-
crensingly vitible in recent
days. The news confencnce
was his second in a8 many
days, and he stood before
several lragi Nogs and signs
that read “Security and
Safoty Fir,”

‘Egyptians eye Palestinian |

poll system

gyptian reformers have
dimanded that, like
ol nlans, they 1oo

should havo a chunce to
choose their leader from o
Ivost of candidaies,
Egyptian President Husni
Mubirak, who has won four

Rights (EOHR). 1 think the
Egyption poople ane not na-
ive, and are capable of choos-
ing from mimomng muny candi-
ddates.”

=3

He was speaking at o |
news conference called to
announce that the EOHR
would work with six other
humnan rights organisations |
and four opposition partics

presidential erms in referen-  in a campasgn 1o change the

dim where he is the only  coumtry's three-decates-old |
fidato, carlicr congy itution. Egypt, the Arab

lated vew Palestinian Presi- — world's most cou-

dent Muhmud Abbas, who
breist six other candidates.

try il @ key regional LIS ally,
has come under increased

H

i
' s"g
_8&fas

the occupying US-led forces |
wre withdrawn from Irag. |

The blast in Tikrit hap- |
pened in the north of the
town at about (930hs, the
LS military said.

The final nutmber of casu-
altics is will being complled, |
U military spokesman Maj |
Neal O'Hricn said. |

“As the Tragi police con-
tinue 1o get stronger, and
continue to pose o threat 1o |

Trust International
Israel’s Sharon
congratulates Abbas

wraell Prime Minister Aricl
Sharon called newly
lected Pulestinian leader
Mahmoud Abbas on Tues-
the first contact between the
men since Abbas® landslide
viclory in presidential elec-
tions.

Baoth men have expressed
willingness since Sunduy’s
vote to restart peace efforts,

During the call, Sharon
congratulated Abbax on his
victory, Palestinian officials
said o condition of snoayrm-
ity. Inrncli officials did not im-

the insurgents and lerrorists,
they will be 4, he

Hurusii
alve kiown av Abu Mazen.

Abbas has extended a hand
of peace to lsracl.

“Druringg his meeting with
international observation
teams, Abbas, who wants ko
resumne peace talks with s
racl, expressed hopes that his
offer would be acceptable to
Tel Aviv.

Hie said: “We are ready to
make peace bused on justice
and we hope that the re-
spotise will be positive.”

Prime Minister Ariel Sharom, right, and then-Palevtinian Prime Minivter Mahmoud Abbas,

x lodied
But he it

Suspected Musharraf assailant flees

nalleged 1
cused of trying to ns - P
sinate Pakistani

President Pervez Musharmal
has escaped from custody,
the authoritics sy

Mushtag Alutied wis be-
i held by air force police in
the city of Rawalpind:.

Information Minister
Sheikh Rashid Ahmed said he
was a key suspeet in the
fuiled attempt on the

| president’s life on 14 Decem-

bor 2003,

The president survived
two aitacks within days of
iench other, both on the moad
between Rawalpindi and
Islamabod.

T has been o target for
Talaiic mifetants since joiing
the US-led “war on terror™
fullowing the mincks of 11
September, 2001,

The BECs comespon-
dent in Islamabad said the es-

the authorities.

Al airports and othor cxit
points have been pul on
high alert and Mr Ahmed's
hotographs have heen des-
patched to border posts to
fioil any attempt by him 1o slip |
out of the country.

Several low-runking offic-
ers of the air force and army
were arrested along with Mr
Ahmed and a number of
ather civilians following the |
attacks

It ix not elear how or
when Mushtag Ahmed es-

The two men were con-
victed by a military court in o
trinl believed 10 have been
hield seviral weeks carlier.

Tran, EU
forge trade
ties

ran and the European
Union are 1o resume talks

for a trade and coopera-
Wodnest

caped smd the g
gave no details.

Mr Ahmed and the ar- |
rested armed forces oificials
were being tried by a fickd
oot marshal when he some-
how manogoed 1o escape from |
cuntody. |

Some reports sy he has |
heoet on the nm since Nover- |
ber.

President Musharral sur-
vived the 14 December at-
tack, thanks, apparently, to |
clectronic fsmming devices

group, Jaish

tion ag Y
in Brusscls, following lman's
suspension of urmnism en-
richment activitics, the Euro-
pean Commission revealed.

The commission said
Tuesday that the meve fol-
lows the venification of [ran's

that there was a lot to do.

“The elections are only
the beginning, not the end.
W have a programme full of
things 1o do in order to
achicve peace,” he said.

Isracli Prime Minister
Angl Sharon said on Maon- |-
day peacemuking could stant
only with a crackdown on re-
sistance fighters.

“The main focus at this
stage should be Palestinian
action on terror. He [Abbas]
will be tested by the way he
beattles terror and acts to dis-
mantle its infrastructire,” he

“The mecting will be
within the next two weeks,
but no date has been set,”
Palestinian forcign miniser
Nabil Shaasth said after s
mecting in Ramallah with the
national security couneil.

Avi Paznet, a spokesman
for Sharon, said the meeting
should be held “in the near |
future” but could not elabo- |
iabe oy mn cxnct dite o venue.

Muhammad al-Hindy, o
leader in the Islamic Jilud
movement, 1ol Aljuzeera; |
“It is imperative for Fatah to |
pose A5 B FEsiSlance move-
ment and to refrain from re
sponding to the inlense pres- |
surcs. that eall for solving |
what lsrnel and the US de-
scribe as the question of ter- |

Inrneli officials have said
Sharon, who sccused Arafht |
of instigating violence and
refused to deal with him for
years, will seck o meeting
with Abbas soon.

But Abbas aides said he
wanted assurances that it
wouild be more than just &
phato apportunity. |

On the other hand, US
President George Hush, after
years of shunning Arafay,
wasted no time in contucting
Abbas. In a 10-minue lth.-|
phone call, Bush ssued an
open invitation 1o the new
Palestinian leader o visit the |

| of e
richment and reprocessing
wetivities, as confirmed by an
Intermational Atonile Enengy
Ageney resolution in Novem-
ber

“The decision I resume

White House.

The US peesident told
Abbas he was “committed o
helping him tackle key issues, |

| like security, termorism, ooo- |

niomic growth and building |

cape of o man regarded ax a E TCA (trade and coop g |
prime suspect in the attacks which blocked a signal 1o 8 ( 1) negotiations fol- x L said
is & huge cmbarmssment for remote-controliod bomb. kvw\’llpl‘ﬂil agroement be- White House spokcsman
The blast destroyed a | (Lo tan and the UK, Geont MeClellan

The mithoritics accused  DFidEs minutes after his mo- France and Giermany, and the Abbas told Bush he was
Mushtaq Almed ‘of belong- 1oroade had passed over it | ybsequent verification of jtted to nddressing the |
ing to the banned militant N0 One was hurt, . | the suspension of Imn's en- Palestinian Authority’s seca- |
k A Eleven days bater two st | richment and rep ing | rity and i problems |

“This criminal escaped e bombers ried to ivities s confirmed by the | ynd ooked forward to going
from cusody and we hope  plosive-laden vehicles into | |AEA, resol I i 16 Washi oy
thuat e will agrest him, He was. the pm;'dcnl'u limousine, | 2004, it said. I"Wﬂ- el ame |
akey figure in the 14 Decern killing 17 people. Negotiations on political : |
i | B The US president wanis |

£, Sheikh Ruishid

“The Palestinian people
s Abed i Rueriq, spolccs-
man for the Hgyplian
Organisation for Human

2 from at
hame and: international |
orgamsations 1o curry out |
politieal and economic re-
foem,

Ahmed told the AFF news
ageney.

He said o huge manhum
was under way.

dicr was sentenced 10 death
nnil apother given a 10-yesr
Jail sentence for their role in
thie first of the attacks on the
president |

ism will be held in paralle
with the trade and cooper-
tion discussion on Thursday,
the European Union's execu-
tive branch said.

tath the Israclis and the Pal- |
satinians to implement a |
peace road map backed by |
the quarnet- LS, Europesn |
Union, Russia and the UN, |



Today’s
flight schedule

ona
mmﬁmﬂm .«G‘}s
illion worth of treasury bills
traded

the Central Bank

of N (CBN) last week.

is 15 against the

securities sold in the last
of

was conducted at

the Primary Market Auction

(PMA) ‘end of the

E:mm securities mar-

t where N53.478 billion

worth of the bills were

N&8.195 billion worth of

As usual, the bulk of the [~

b]]]s surance boss tas
L N:'oo operators on pension regime
of the PMA held on Thursday bl "““" director In an interview with the
with a total of N45.00 billion WM“M the o”n of Capital Express News Agency of Nigeria
bills tradied. ow.mg OMO) Insurance, Mr. Ony  (NAN) on Monday in Lagos,
ids at the n;mul of the lecuriljes Aieu- has tasked i

between 12.50
ire ;?&f'”?;‘?‘u:'q‘“‘w
true e
tenored instruments sold at the
auction is 14.5063 per cent.

s banks in the country
are ing 1o meet

with the N25
billion Central Bank of
Nigeria (CBN) recapi-
talization fund, the Odua
State governors have resolved
that each of the five states

market.
About N650 million |
of the securities were
sold at the first auction of the |

_ OMO held on Tuesday.
Recapitalisation: O’dua states
back Wema Bank with N6.25bn

[ |

insurers in

country to reposition their
npeunml 1o enhance their
efficiency under the new
| pension regime.

Aletor urged insurers to
improve their operations in
the areas of capitalisation,

. human capital development
and iaf 3 Snol

Alhaji Resheed I.ldojl. his
Ondo state Dr.

ay.
He also tasked them o
ensure ethical behaviour in
i gl
ment fund administrators,
adding that pension and
mmmﬁh

disclosed this while nddres-
sing newsmen weckend in
Abeokuta, afier the meeting
of the five O'dun states

Id contribute N1 .4 billion
to Wema Bank io meet the
CBN deadline.

Also, the National Hank
of Nigeria (NBN) manage-

Wema and National Bank

Olusegun Agagu and the
chief host, Gbenga Daniel.

Otunba Daniel, who
disclosed that Wema Bank
rised N17 billion from the
capital market assured that

emphasised the need for
practitioners to update their
knowledge to meet new

the five O'dua go
will ensure that the
conglomerate is taken to
greater height that all

efficient and functional as
steps were being

taken in this direction.

CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA
TENDER NOTICE

NIGERIAN TREASURY BILLS

He said that there were
still many challenges under
the pension Reform Act
2004, including its

directed will not merge, |1H“B Yorubas would be proud of. .
mhmm m:ﬂ that the two m::l;gmy He said that Wemabod | to define the guaranteed
fumd. healthy and capable of €state was len; minimum pension.

Ogun stale governor, M?o.llloﬂﬁl for economic The insurance hoss said.
Otunba Gbenga Daniel i National ¥, adding that within | that the poor performance of
47 - | Bank as s well endowed bank the n ext fow wecks O'dus the life and pension business
would become very | in the country also

necessitated the need for
operators to improve their

performance.

— et ey

Notice is hercby given by the Central Bank of Nigeria that 91 -day Federal Government of
Nigerin Treasury Bills amounting to N45,000,000,000 will be issued by an suction-based
system on Thursday, 20001/2005.

thorizcd Dealers (C: = iDi H
mdmjwnw»whkmumhhhuoﬂhwndd
Nigerin, Lagos, not.later than 1.30 p.m. on Tucsday, 18/01/2005.

mmmuhmdulm-&nu.ﬁmdmmwm
d to submit multiple bids and multiple mtes. A tender
may be for own account of Authorized Dealers or made on behalf of interested members
of the public, who are advised 10 apply 1o their banks or Brokers for the Bills.

P Ty 1

“Tenders for the Bills should be submitted on the p d pris
wmm-ﬁdmmm The resultof the tender will

Weds |nmmmm
the right to reject any tender in part or in full.

Al I ill be issued fial tend Thursday, 20/01/2005. Payment
in full for th fih e made to the Central Bank i
nhh1xmnummmmmmmbmw
direct debit 1o the accounts of the affected Authorized Dealers which should ensure that
their accounts with the Bank are adequately funded for this purpose.
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Ajaokuta Steel seeks

AISA collaboration

T he management of
Ajaokuta Steel Comp-
any has solicited the
wq'ulunn of African Iron
and Steel Associali

He said that the collab-
oration would be mostly in
the area of technical coope-
ration,

Hed

(AISA)
in the effort 1o revive the

m:':;om:lsamundani'c
o working visit to the plant
1o in the level of

plant.

The led by
Mr Ramesh Raina on
Monday in nhujl paid a

work done and also be in
hcner Position (o assist,
ding, Sanusi, an

courtesy visit to the
!l.‘cn:lnry of AISA, Dr. Moha-

mimed Sanusi.
Raina said the visit was
necessitated by the manag-
ement’s determination 1o

ardent critic of the conces-

sional I between

Enw:mmenl and Solgas
ig. Lid, former

of the planl. assured of

Al

partner with stakeholders in
the sieel sector to tum around
the fortunes of the multi-
billion dollar company.
“Achieving meaningful
result at the plant will depend
on the level of collaboration,
assistance and cooperation
we enjoy from stakeholders in
the nation’s steel sector,” he

suid.

Shell to pay
$1m to ex-

finance chief

22,000) 1o the ex-
inance chief who

mApnIZlJO-ilﬂulbem

over-stated
Judy Bnynlm: ﬂnl!ty left
the firm on 31 December,
having spent the intervening
time as & special advisor o
chiel executive Jeroen van

T
In January 2004, Shell
told shocked investors that its
reserves were 20% smaller

thln iously thought
{:“:ud [ p-y-nﬂ’m-\

in line with Ms Boynton's
contract.

She was leaving “by
 mutual agreement o pursuc
other career opportunitics™,
the finm said in a statement.

The severance package
| means she keeps -term
| share options, but fails to
| calleet on 8 2003 incentive

man, Sir Phil Watts, and
production chief Walter van
der \!"um

hell is to pay Sim |
£

ISA's 10 coop-

He urged the manag-
ement o re-evaluate its
work plan and ensure it was
within schicvable limit.

Sanusi, however, said
that the plan 1 produce
liquid steel from the plant
m the uut five months was

company

leoa Incorporated,

the world shlmeﬂ
luminum prod-
ueer, on Monday its
fourth-quarter net profit
slipped because of higher
enengy costs, o weaker dol-

' lar and a charge it took for

selling some of its busin-

| eases.

The numbers were
below Wall Strect analysts'
expectations, despite a 12
percent increase in reve-
nues in the founth quarter
from the same peniod last

uwwmsm G omplex. The

T ry

| praject muthWlu effective diversification strategy for the nation's m}

| Rlsmg energy costs hit world’s bi

By Ahmed L Shekaran,
(m.qu Buxiness Editor, with
agency report |
year as aluminum and metals
prices in general have been

soaring.

Alcoa stock fell slightly in
after-hours trading following
the

anpouncement.

“US dollar weakness and
higher input costs continue (o
pressure marging,” Alcoa
chairman and chief executive,
Alain Belda said in a stalement.
He said Alcoa would continue
to cut costs and streamline
operations,

Pittsburgh-based Alcoa said

...partners Rivers in Niger Delta

hell Petroleum Dev-

clopment Company

(SPDC) is partnering
the Rivers state government
in its quest to develop
communities in the Niger
Delta area.

The scheme, sustai-
nable community develo-
pment programme will
wilness ;
on wooing the presence o
national and international
agencies to the develop-
mental needs of the area,

Mm;lns director of

mms by Shell found that Ms
Boynton had to share respon-
sibility for the company's
behaviour.

Despite r:ctmn# an
emuil from Mr Van de Vijver
which said the firm had
“fooled” the market about its
reserves, the investigation
saiid, she did nothing 1o ing-
uire further,

In all, Shell restted its
reserves four times during
2003,

In September, it paid
£82.7m in fines 1o regulators

on both sides of the Atlantic.

for violating market rules in
its reporting of its reserves.

P Basil Omiy:
announced this when he
paid a countesy visit on the
governor of Rivers state,
Dr. Peter Odili 1o I'umuily
communicate to him his |
assumption of office in Port |
Harcourt.

According to him, his
company’s movement to
Port Harcourt is facilitated
by the government’s
commitment in the area o
provide an enabling enviro-
nment for business to
thrive.

“This is evident in the

“fiact that ré Hale prodiced

up to Imillion barrels o day |

From Mohammed Shosanya,
Energy Correspondent, Lagos

said he and the peop of the
stale were hlp}ly over the
: of I

§ges

lion, or 30 cents a share, in
the fourth quarter, compared
with $291 million, or 33 cents
a share, a year earlier. How-
ever, income from continuing
operations rose to $345 mil-
lion, or 39 cents per diluted
share, up slightly from $342
million, or 39 cents, in the
same quarter last year,

Fourth-quarter revenue
rose |2 percent to $6.0 billion
on soaring metal prices, but
the cost of producing the
goods it sold rose to $4.9
billion from $4.3 billion a
year earlier,

Analysts on average had
expected eamings of 42 cents
o share, sccording to Reuters
estimates.

The fourth-quarter results
include a $77 millmn charge
for the company’s plan to
shed assets that ‘.'ﬂﬁ a

t aluminum

its Brazilian Jurati bauxite
reserves. This, combined with
o 521 million reversal of a
valuation reserve for forcign
net operating losses., resulted
in an effective tax rate for the
quarier of 14 percent. The full
year tax rate was 25 percent.

Alcon said it expects to
spend about $2.5 billion on
capital projects in 2005,
aimed largely st smeliers and
alumina Nrmmu The

cXpansion

and will complete brownfield
projects this year at refinerics
in Snnnlrm and Pinjarra,

Iceland smelter and for an
expansion at the Alumar
smelter in northern Brazil,

In 2005, it will invest ina
new anode plant in Norway,
modernization of & s‘-nu.h |

leleunmmnm:unoul

director to steer the
rapiag s oy oy o MD
say owe
nn?nll@mce 10 assist him
excel in his endeavor,

Officials allege sabotage in Iraqi'dil
abotage has paralysed il 500,000 bpd of exports  ring 1o mostly Mmlrm
inlraq'snorth  through a pipeline that runs to  arcas where the insurgency is

with refineries suspe-
nding all production and export

| flows remaining idle, oil offie-
| ials said on Monduy,

| export and

They said attacks in recent
days on oil facilitics, |nc1udlnu

The results also included
a gain of $37 million, or four
cents a share in connection
with an agreement with
Alumina Limited involving

Turkey's Ceyhan port. Flows
through the line have been
halted since it was attacked on
Dec. Ilﬂ.

smelter and i

Oil prices

| ease to $45

il prices eased 10 545
a barrel yesterday,
extending a profit-

taking set-back despite a
looming cold spell in the

| eastern United States and®

global supply outages.

US Tight crude shd 28
cents 10 $45.05 a barrel in
afternoon Asian dealing,
following an intraday low of’
$44.95, as traders locked
away more profits after the
market hit a near six-week
high of $47.30 on Monday
evening.

“People are cautious, they
wre taking profits now,” said
Tetsu Emori, chief comm-
odities strategist al Mitsui
Bussan Fulures in Tokzo.

it

| “They want to sce w

happens with the Organi-

| sation of Petroleum Expo-

rllu (nu«!ﬂcs (OPEC)

'l'Iu OPEC mcets again
on January 30 to discuss
second-quarter production
policy, with some members

saying another cut might be |
nevessary if US crude oil falls
below $40 a barrel, effect-
ively setting a higher bar for |
defending prices.

Prices fell as low u5

£40.25 in mid-December bu
h-wuﬂndmllmuihc

cartel implemented

1 million barrel ﬂi;m
mrml:;"u in the|
USGul{ud’?N:wnynNanl
Sea cut 500,000 bpd of |

%’mumsnm!

February than normal, with |
the first sustained cold in the |
Northeast starting this
weekend, private forccasters
EarthSat said.

Worries that a colder-
than-usual first quarter will
boost homeowners” demand
for heating oil, the region’s
main winter fuel, are suppo-
ing the energy complex,

ing US heating oil to
their highest level since
ber 23. at $1.35 a

the newly-acquired tlhnc |
ating facilities in Russia.
The company’s stock fell
in after-hours trading to
$30.12 from the New York
Sluk Exchange close of

strongest.
Sabotage has been far less |
rruqummmml)'sllln:

feeding power stations, have
virtually brought the system in
!mq‘n strategic fields to a halt.
“The system is virtually
down. We are looking al a week
o get lherefmmtuckupmd
more for exports o resume,”
said an oil official, who decl-
ined to be named.
il facilities in the north

* have a diminished postwar

output capacity of 700,000

this year (2004), the highest | harrels per day (bpd), including

IR TOPRLY OF -
gering the safety of North Ol
Company employces and
deepening a fuel and elect-
ricity ensis in most of the
couniry,

Ol minister, Thamir al-
Ghadbhan told Al amhlya

south and oil pro&mwn
has 4 beenrel nlh.c.ldy altho-
over the past month, hampe- wer culs have occasi-
1 3 onally disrupted exports from

codmn Ot eo Gul forminals.

were running at

l'ﬂm{rmhumtpﬂdnym

| gallon on Monday. It was

trading at $1.2829 on Tues- |

i\lmmly mild wea-
ther probably helped inven-
torics marrow a 9 percent |
year-on-year deficit Inl?

onday,
Crude stockpiles were
expected to have dupped by
I.\nnlllnnbl!lﬁl.b\ll
remain higher than last year.
Prices jumped on Mon-
day after Iragi oil officials
said that sabotage ahcad of
the country’s January 30
elections had paralyzed oil
in the north of the

duta

”mﬂt:_ nker G Lake

tanker

mmmmlmh
hour from berth one at the

Teleovis U\r:rlhc
that “total war™ has been
declared on Irag's oil infrast-
riictisre by eneniies of the pro-
LS. government

The minister was refer-

asra 1. The tanker

Star 11 was lo-ding a1 63,000
harrels

A mmmldllpﬁnﬁ
agent said bad weather cou!
reduce the loading rates.

country, forcing a suspension
in refining while export flows
remuined idie

Iraq’s northemn pipeline
network has been a constant
target of attacks by saboteurs
while its larger southern line
has been hit only.a handful of
times since the war wo

| years ago.



on tarlff

SM operators and
NITEL have reached
an agreement on how

to settle the backlog of tarifT
owed on inter connectivity.
The News Agency of
Nigeria (NAN) reports that
the agreement was reached
afler several moetings were
held 1o harmonise the figures.
One of the GSM
| operators, Vmobile, had last
year taken NITEL to court

MTN, Vmobile, NITEL a

He  said lhnl an
agreement  had  heen
reached by all stakeholders
on mode of payment.

Zwolsman, who refused
to disclose the figures
ugreed on by all the partics,
said that the meeting had
created a  peaceful
atmosphere  for  fair
wmpmmnmmgplnm
in the telecom i

He said that the fi glm
could not be disclosed
because it would indicate
the performance of each

over accumulated debt on  operator against the other,
| inter connectivity, NAN, however, reports

Oﬂumpm]mud that officials of the NITEL
confli [ debi: foreign firm,
lhcplpof Pen had last year
| The chief executive said that NITEL owed its
| olficer (CEO) of NITEL, Mr  creditors N14.8 billion,

Rein Zwolsman, however,
told NAN in Abuja that the

including N3 billion to
MTN, NL.5 billion to

ree

officinls said lhulg company
was owed N27 billion ow of
which corporate individuals
owed N9 billion and the Private
Telecom Operators (PTO)
owed N4 billion.

The CEOQ1old NAN that the
company had concluded plans
to expand its fibre optic
backbone, which, he said,
would create more room for all
operators o expand their
SETVices 10 customers,

He said that the project

would be concluded by the end |

of the year,

“The company is moving
forward and we will do a lot this
yiezir 1o benefit all stkeholders,”
he said.

On the N14 billion loan
facility to reposition NITEL,
Zwolsman said: “We are
finalising discussions with the
banks and we hope the money

Praily Truse

elecon

. J -
British Telecoms has criticised the post office s new service

British rImst office e

eves telecom market

e YT

| figures amrived at were far  Vmobile and N10. 3billion  would be released soon for he British Office  £11.50a month, or £10.50 b not compelling, the Post
| lower than what the operators 1o its supplicrs. work o start on the targets for has set its sights on direct debit, Customers will ~Office has credibility prob-
claimed m the modia. On the other hand the  the year™ y __grlbblngn “significant  be charged by the second and lems with its existing busi-
.N]TEL SSS EFCCtO l l ka mﬂort!n‘rr:tume ;lt‘l;uu‘nc there will be no minimum call - ness... and it has entered the
| as i urmns (3
%ﬂ_ ngmu{NAN] pu“l‘lg revengemea? [.Ees sector after an absence of 24 ¢ Post Office added “While the rest of the
o check com-pany, Mr Rein Zwolsman, | years, that customers currently on  market has followed our lead
n 1 from South firmed the in of L hing its new Home-  BT's Together Twho  and produced imitations of
-Tum‘rae:mmu- Africa said last year that 888 and EFCC officers in the ~ Phone residential service, the switch to Hi "t ne could  gur simple, good value, BT
nications Limited (NITEL) NITEL was losing NI bil-  revenue mobilisation team set wﬁﬂm&mﬂu :\:‘m age o I:mu::: T 1 W
management lion every month to di mos « per houscholds could sa surprised that the Post Office
m-lwu:'nlmﬁus;fi‘:‘ :mmwim ml::yI::mu‘ sad tht the | AR BT'S. LU o 20% by changing  has tken such a backward
the State Security s‘?"'iu equipment. officers were yet 1o make any .._“ngﬂmel 0“3:: :dlﬂo: Fm"i’he Post Office has a long step with E‘mwmma;
(SSS]-_G&_&mn:md The firm also blamed  grrest. customers - 5% of BT's history in the telecoms “All fnall it’s stuck in the
Financial Crimes Commi-  other stakeholders who Apart from the invol current residh | business - industry - as GPO it was ke i o
ssion (EFCC) o work with s collaborated with the stafl. — of sccurity agents, Zwolsman i responsible for alfl UK calls  50F 258 IR 4GOS 10
i king in an inter- - British Telecom (BT) from 1912, when a national ering ny
told NAN that another consu find th Poct Ofice’ o6 was introduced, until _ residential callers” |
::d wnscrupulons pric- ylc:byllhuin(:ﬁ;‘]ilndn}' Iant o revenue mobilisation, m;rvu:nym ito BT was spun off in 1981, BT claimed the Post|
T s ey ot B e ekt PRI R ST son O vt 1
i The Post Office is one of  i¢ providers werenow  limes more ex ve for
t.nﬂ m]e dlshurses lem The CEO said the assurance | the first groups o make e o‘lfenng bundles of inclusive  hour-long off-peak calls and |
team which started supervising | ofnew laws all would charge maore for 0870 |
i other pressing need. the pioncer ielecom company's | Pay line m.;lmﬁmuw ‘l‘h: HomePhone offer is  and 0845 numbers.
Ilolmg loan He aid the manage. e broc oS | i : ;
Conperative Theift M0t of the socicty had ovcpue Sorcrionelirvinthe | ™o, e unch of Post US rural telephony coy buys Western
nurtured the asset base of Office HomePhone, we
and Credit Society of 1o curb 10 per cent of leakges | jniend to w ificant clout amid falling call prices
the Lagos Mainland the body to about N32 o prispipdtsy intend to win a significan and a declining number of
Tmm of NITEL hgs ™illion within a short TR CRREN 0 e | oy o mm‘";ﬁ“" "" potcatial first-time mobile
| disborsed loans worth N1§  Period in a bid w achieve d’ﬁdwwdl;ulhyllznud:u: e ety executive |;;:,1d‘:ntsm:1ur-l Ielrp— mens.
| million to its members o ¢ 5t Oals. of the year the unscrupulous If customers are looking | on Monday it wou hﬂ)'lll’l‘ dnlnalm involves overseas
cnablc them buikd their own “""J"I'n";‘;:"m peacticesof some of s staffand | 0% 890 vafie B e Bonf | mobile operator Western  cxpansion a it includot an |
of NITEL ce, frankly “re better | Wireless Corporati i
1h7.; 3 f the '© benefit from its nume- other stakeholders would be | oy giicking o stamps post office eyes telecom Mnndelﬂul:i;h?m'
| President of the programmes. reduced by 80 per cent. “The consumer stands 10 | market for about $4.16 billion acquisitions since 1998, |
| society, Mr Chris Okafor, Okafor tod the 100 per cent leak proof | make excellent savings and | in cash and stock to boost its said on Monday it cwu'
| wha made this known during does not exist but we are mak-  the Post Office stands 1o | competitive position in the possibly shou

the annual general meeting
| (AGM) of the socicty in
| Lagos said the action was
hased on the realisation that

former manager of the
LLagos Mainland Territory
of Nitel, Mr Chuka Asouzu,
for what he described as the

imaost workers in the country
live in penury in retirement,
following their inability 10
build houses when in service.

“We can no Imgm watch

support he gave to

the society 10 make it
survive the test of time.

The Secretary of the

Society, Mr Abudulmsheed

Adebayo, said that the

our
because of their m-bllﬂy ln
build thesr own homes while
in active service,” Okafor
saidl.

To this end, Okafor said
that the society had opened
discussions with some mort-
gape msivtutions on how the
members could access funds
from morgage institutions

He said the society was
also working out plans 1o
make loans available for

society had app da loan
grant of N50,000 to cach of
the members 1o buy shares
from the capital market.

He assured members of
the society that the mana-
gement of the body would
continue 1o work assidu
ously to muke life better for
its members.

The News Agency of
Nigeria (NAN) reports that
an | |-member management
commitiee was elected

duringthe AGM 1o fun the
fTairs of the society for the
: A onnits mew billi o

ing the system better for the
future,” he said,

Lwolsman saud the comp-
any’s revenue which had been
on the slide for a long time,

went up by 14 per cent last year, |

adding that it would go up by
30 per cent this year,

“We are in o very compet-
itive industry but most people
in the company are yet to realise
the power of competition.” he
suid

“The challenge is to change

the best out of the system by
reducing lability and impr
oving quality,” Zwolsman
added

NAN recalls that Nitel last
year introduced new products
intw the market including
Internet 1P wholesale facility,

Inalse improved its mark-
eting drive 1o create awareness

develop an important new
service into a significant new
business stream.™
But BT dismissed the Post
Office’s attempts 1o steal
some oflln customers.
“If

rapidly consolidating US
wircless industry.
l'tmklll’ullum(. lar
Wireless' recent $41 billion
purchase of ATET Wn:lﬂn
and Sprint Corporation’s

% are looking
fon value from the Post
Office, frankly they're betier
off sticking 1o stamps,” suid
Gavin Patterson, group
managing dircctor of BT's
comsumer division

The Post Qffice said that
ils service was the most
transparent on the market as
aresult of its simple tariT and
charging structure - as well as
the lure of a single bill for
bath calls and line rental,

Under the new Wholesale
Line Rental legislation,
customers no longer have to
pay a separate bill 1o BT fior
their home phone line,

Many companies change
for calls only, which means
o phnn: bills for consu-

market
ey - m vertal- will gost | costs- and -boost

to acquire Nextel
Communications Ine. for
almost 535 billion.

Little Rock, Arkansas-
based Alltel would be the No,
5 ULS. mobile provider after
the current spate of consoli-
dation. with a network ser-
ving a quarter of the popul-
ation and hall of the country's
p:\-m.r aphic area.

ll s n grest combination

oing to help them
n a rupidly changing
landscape with bigger pla-

yers.” said Roe Equity Rese-
arch analyst Kevin Roe, who
noted that rural LLS. prov-
iders have long been expected
1o consolidate.

Maobile operators in the
fiercely competitive US

nre mbdmnllln cut

oven more |

tions, |

Alltel’s offer, which
includes §1 billion in cash,
values Western Wircless ol
Bellevue, Washington, at
$38.49 per sharc based on
Monday afternoon trading.
The Eric\': reflects a premium
of about 7.5 percent over
Western's close on Friday.

Alliel said it would also
assume $1.5 billion of
Western Wircless debt under
the agreement. Alltel's Chiel
Executive Officer Scout Ford
sand at & telephone conference
that Alltel would not likely
need o take on new debt w0
pay for deal,

Shares of Western Wire-
less, which operates under the
Western  Wireless  and
Cellular One brand names,
were up maone than 2 ent

in afternoon trade on
after rallying ncarl;!d:g
percent in the lpst month,

Alltel shares were down |
{ New |
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£3000002 | FG inaugurates SME
anaar | implementntlon committee

| I il iiirr .::2;.udﬁt£:2£:'”3.
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DollnrdipsagalnstEuro

rI‘:uS . dollar dipped slightly Tuesday against the euro,
whummammsmmm-
Furope's largest. i & i
||mhumddapumddnyhhdnnu which made
1Lul,1; |mmmmmwmhnﬂmwnmd-

. 552323
SEggis

3
S ik

{UU

0,099,

7anag | hishor$1 3667,
]; H‘} trading, the 12-nation Exropean currency was
,;-i!gﬁ St!l!l\.lﬂumu MI'I:HN:.:IJIIII&.”
’ | ZEW institute, which ristng for

N AL | mmmwmﬁumaﬂMnMu

3 sg;:;gt. Fears over the ballooning U.S. trade and budget deficits have
i ,.i mhmemummsmmw but concerns
g a§. #3110 | over the persistently shy gish German economry helped the LS.
E |dnllu‘|nllyhnuui.
| mwuw-mmh%mmus,
Wﬂ ;meﬂnmah administration’s
| commitment 1o a “strong dollar” policy, which some analysts
Hﬁ.‘ll Munmmuutwuwwmu
RIS | mmm-ummm hiss said

Buanhlmdqyﬂmw mmm\fmmm
; policy had not changed, while stressing that the administration is
sa.ﬂl, .| mnmdmmumrmwmmm
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EU optimistic on All‘bllS/
Boemg subsidy row

Vhe E: Conmmis -
sion hurm for posi-
tive developments in

the European Union US row
over government aid o
arrerifi manufacturers Airbus
and Boeing, a commission

Tht EU nml the Umled

States, in a long
dispute, have n:u:uml cuh
other of p

sanid, violate World Trade
Organtzation regulations.

A spok for EU

Trade Commissioner Peter

adi Mandel said she hoped

to their respective civil
aviation industries that

Airport operations
resume as visibility
improves

‘armattan haee, which
H:r three  days
sulted in  poor
visibility, has slightly
improved therchy paving
for resumed operations

way
(ot the Murtala Muh. |

On Friday and Saturday,
visibility was poor with

which made it difficult for
il :

| The News Agency of
iN!;wnl (NAN) llrpoﬂ

muenmbpul
|.hpm|mvmukyn 1,000
mem

NAN m

airline from Lagos, which

he “will be in a position 10
{announce) some positive

NEWs.

Mandelson was 1o hold o
news conference on Tuesday
in Strashourg.

“There  have been
intensive talks over the past
few days,” spokeswoman
Claude Veron-Reville said
Tuesday.

A European source said US
officials were also expected
comment on the dispute in
\'«'uh§nglon at aboul the

same ime.

The EU and the US on
December 6 agreed to
suspend their request for
WTO arbitration while
‘hilateral talks on the question
continued.

The head of the EU
Jose Manuel

-dumu‘tnl:wmhuudnr
going to Abuja, its planned

.l"iul.i’u Mantu, Amirul-

However, as the weather
condition improved on
Monday moming,

seen battling 1o cope with the
backlog of passengers with
passengers jostling for tickets.
Some airline personnel who
chose not o be mentioned
expressed satisfaction with
the level of patronage,
explaining that large sums of
moncy were lost within the
three days due 1o poor weather.

Durao Barroso, said Brussels
had been looking “for a
compromise solution since

the beginning.”
Meanwhile, the United
States said it had agreed with

the European Union  for the
first time 1o seek an end 1o
subsidies for the Airbus
Industries and Boeing Co.
plane manufacturers,

“For the first time in this
long-standing dispute, the
US and the EU have agreed
that the goal should be to end
subsidies,” US Trade
Reprcsentllivc Roberi

Tﬂdly

Ihaify Trvese

Boving 717 (above) and Airbus 340 (below): Boving and Airbus have been in the centre of |
a subsidy-related contraversy. |
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Nigeria plans total radar
coverage of airspace

he completion of the

multi-billion naira
Total Radar
Coverage of Nigerian

BA to suspend two Saudi services

he Jeddah and

Riyadh routes do

not make a profit,
says BA British Airways is
to halt its flights from
London Heathrow to Jeddah
and Riyadh in Saudi Arabia
from 27 March.

The airline said the

| decision was a commercial
one due to reduced
passenger demand for the
services.

BA currently operates four
flights per week from
Heathrow to Jeddah, and
three weekly journeys to
Riyadh,

It suspended Mights to
Saudi Arabia for three weeks
in autumn 2003 after a
government warning about &
“threat to UK aviation
interests in Saudi Arabia®.

“Long history” BA will now
suspend the Saudi Mights -
which it says will remain

| “under constant review™ -
| from 27 March.

“The decision o suspend

* fights between the UK and
Saudi Arnbia is a difficult one
| o make as we have enjoyed
. & long history of flying
| | between the two countrics,”
said BA director of
- commercial planning, Robert

“Hewever, the routes

don’t currently ml&: a

to sustain them while this
remains the case.”

Passengers with flights
booked after the suspension
date will be contacted by BA
for altemative armmgements
1o be made.

Airspace (TRACON) will
attract more traffic and more
revenue into the country,
Aviation Minister lsa
Yuguda has said,

The News Agency of
Nigeria (NAN) reports that

... excludes mothers as pilots

‘woman pilot will have
w leave the job she
oves if  British
Airways does not allow her
o work pan-time (o look afier
Iver daughter, a tribunal heard.

Jessica Starmer, 26, from
Warcham in Dorset, is
claiming indirect sex
discrimination against the
nirline.

Ms Starmer told the tribunal
BA's "family-unfriendly
working practices” reinforced
male-dominated traditions

BA refused her request to
work 50% part-time but
offered her 75% instead,
which she said was
unacceptable.

Ms Strmer, who is also
claiming loss of earnings,
wanis to work part-time to
look after her one-year-old

daughter Beth with husband
ﬂm‘hﬁiﬂn&\]ﬁl
The Oxford graduate told

the hearing "I could not kook
after Beth on any other basis

Ms Starmer, a first officer

with BA, told the hearing in
Watford: "I have spent many
years flying ot every
opportunity and  have
invested a great deal of time
and effort working townrds
being able to earn my living
through the activity | love.”

She added: "1 do not want
1o have to give up the job |
have always wanted 1o do
und worked so hard for.”

The co-pilot, who joined
BA in May 2001, told the
tribunnl she and her
hushand worked "extremely
irregular” shifi patierns,
which made it difficult for
them to care for their young
daughter. BA’s lack of
sccommodation for working
mothers works to exclude
females from its pilots

She said the work rota was
allocated by a computerised
"bidding" system based on
seniority, meaning it was

difficult for the le to
arrange their shifts so
SOMEONE WS 0
care for

humlu Il wu a.lm l.u me
that fi s

the radar contract was
awarded in 2003 to Messrs
Thales Air Transport
Management of France at a
cost of 54.4 million Euros
(about N85 4 billion).

It was initially swarded at
cost of 68.5 million Euros
(about N107.54 billion)
before it was reviewed to
ihe new amount.

“The Total Radar
Coverage of the Nlu,erlan
m:npnce (TRACON) lx

the country,

Yuguda reiterated
government's commitment |
to build a safe, secure and |
efficient aviation industry |
that would be free of |
corruption and be user- |
friendly in order to mllu.-l
Nigerin the hub of the West |
African sub-region. |

“In order to ensure the |
realisation of this vision, the |
ministry has undertaken |
several  reforms and |

ily
with the l:D'lllplc(mn of the

birth, | would nol be ll:lc o
return o work full-time.®

She said this was due 1o o
combination of factors, but
mainly because of the nature
of the shift patterns,

She added that the times
she started and finished
work made it difficult to find
a child minder and that there
was 1o room at home for a
live-in nanny.

She told the hearing:
"BA's lack of accommodation
for working mothers works
to exclude females from its
pilots and to reinforce, rather
than reform, the traditional
male dominance in its
workforee."

Ms Starmer flies short haul
across Europe in BA's A320
(Airbus) fleet; before joining
the airline, she flew gliders
for 10 years.

The tribunal heard two
other women pilots had
'w mu:,ms

' were
.

¥ for the Lagos
Aurspmmen
“The equipment for the
Lagos zone of the project
was in November, last year
inspected, certified and
accepted for shipment
before being installed in
Lagos,” Yuguda told NAN
in Abuja today,
He said that the Nigerian

itiatives in all aspects and |
sectors of the Nigerian |
aviation industry. |

“It is gratifying to note |
that these measures have
started yielding results, |

“This has in tum led o a |
boost in the frequency of |
Mights, tonnage of cargo |
und pussenger traffic,” the
minister added.

He said government had
invested heavily in the

Airspace  Management
Agency (NAMA) is

und maintenance of

Iy putting finishing
touches on the radar control
centre in readiness for the

installation  of  the
equipment,
He said that it was

envisaged that the Lagos
airspace area would achieve
total radar coverage in the
first quarter of the year.
The minister said that

igation aids, adding that
ull airports in the country
had been equipped with
efficient navigational aids,
He further said that the
radar project would be
implemented over a period
of three years.
“This will further assure
the safety and efficiency of
I‘Huhl. operations in the

the
rllilr project iu 2003 1o
of the growing ﬁfudllr:_ in

P Our ability to
monitor vertical and lateral |
deviation of aircraft will be
enhanced.” Yuguda added. |
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PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP UNIT

MFCT Secretariat,

orr)
Kapital Road, Area 11, PMB 24, Gacki, Abuja Nigeria.

Tek (09) 314 1295, 314 2371, Fax: (09) 314 3859

PREAMBLE

The Minislry of the Federal Capifal Temitory [MFCT) has
compleled plans lo develop infraslucture and open up
five [5) designated Districts of the Federal Capital City
(FCC), namely Durumi, Kado, Katampe, Gwarinpa | and
Mabushi Dishicls.

The Federal Capital Development Authorily, (FCDAJ
Department of Engineeing Services, has provided
Engineeﬁngnesiqtforthepmiedsuseamukedhihe
Abuja Masler Plan.

The preferred method of delivery of the projects is through
the Developer-Finance Scheme in which the developer
sources for funds, develops The infrastructure and recoups
his Investment from paymenls received from plof allotees.

Accordingly, the MFCT fhrough the FCDA hereby inviles
experienced developers fo  submil pre-qualification
documents for the above mentioned projects.

LOCATION OF SITES AND BRIEF DESCRIFTION OF THE
CHEME

Duryml District s located in the Phase Il Area of the
FC1 Development Plan. The project site covers an
area of about 436 heclares.

2 Kado Distict is also localed in the Phase Il Area of
Abuja. The project site covers on area of about 380
hectares.

3. Katampe Disirict lies within ihe Phase Il Area of Abuja
and the project site covers on area of abouf 777
hectares.

4. Gwaorinpa | District lies within the Phase Il Area of
Abuja and the project sife covers an area of about
400 hectares.

5. Mabushi District fies within the Phase Il Area of Abuja

and the project site covers an area of about 420

hectares.

Details of the works which shall cover each site include:

Roads and Bridges
Storm Water Droinage
Foul Sewer Drainage
Waler Supply

L7%d

+ Power Supply
« Street Lighting
+ Telecommunication

PRE-QUALIFICATION
To be pre-quolified, interesled investors must supply the
followings [with relevant verifiable evidence] -

«. Profile of the firm or consorfium including ifs/their
ownership structure and manogement leam;

« 3 year Audited accounts of the fim and or
consorfium;

e List of similar investments or projects underiaken
by the firm or members of the consortium;

« An ouline of the firm or consorfium’s ability fo
raise the financiol resources to build the
faciities;

« |ndicafive terms and conditions of propased
projec siuclure and agreement.

«  Ofher similar infermation to fociitate the
evaluation of investor's capability, resources
and track record.

SUBMISSION

Completed submissions musl be delivered in five (5)
seporate  sealed envelopes clearly marked “Pre-
quallfication for provision of Engineering Infrastructure of
(Dislrict Name)" fo the address below, on or before 400
pm on Friday, February 18 2005. :

The Pre-quolification documents must be Submitted fo:

PPP Unli, Room 335, Minister's Block, MFCT Secrelarial,
Kaplital Road, Area 11, PMB 24 Garki Abuja-Nigeria.
Attention: Mohammed Aliyv.

Note
Those fhat submitted prequalliication documents ot the expiration
of the last deadline may resubmit new proposals If they wish io
change their submissions, if nol, the former documents remain
valid.

This Is not an Inviiation fo tender. Only shortiisted developers will
be contacted fo tender.



| n Benue State, particularly

|.c Frvnmr.lnuph, | mercial nerve centre and the

| J the Tiv g areas,
| ubstantially populated
{settlements have existed for
| decades without a single mod-
|em shelter. A drive along the
|state’s few major roads would
confirm the veracity of this
observation. Visitors would be
profoundly shocked at the
sight of a scemingly endless
stretch of round huts dotting
the length and breadth of the
landscape.

it i ! WMJ_ link to any part of the town,
has existed for long as
Makurdi is known, and yet one
can count the number of per-
feet modern day structures
there. In fact, the huts, which

i i because

less than four plots, strictly of

round huts at different spots

and, in most cases, at a stretch.

Built simply with red earth,
ARG

covered with neatly woven %

A stresch uf thaich et adjowrning Howse of Assembly (arters in ohe Wigh brow Nyiman, in Makurdi,

“Thatch-roofed huts def

of the spear grass and bamboo,
waiting for when I will get the
money to erect standard
houses,” said a resident who
gave his name as Alagh.
Although Alagh, an elderly
man and resident of Tafawa
Balewa Crescent, who spoke i

persons have erected houses
with grass and bamboo as
roofs. Mr Kon said simply that
what is currently passing un-
der the name of Urban Devel-
opment Board (UBD) is only
but a semblance of what the

The fu thakdand

military established. This is
hecause, i ‘him, the

roofed huts make nonsense of
that

faw establishing it provided for
S

the process.
Phuhm

These I are
|mercly villages. Given the fact
ited mostly by peasants who
live under a terrible and dehu-
manising condition which at-
tracts little or no concern from
the governments, it is always
|mmwnuudlhwll.
| However, where itis virtu-

broken the law. According

1o
him, the | Je mcrely

oL

of solid waste disposal vehi-
cles, “and yet they don't do

st e o e P
ml‘.mleh()b\.nmodunol‘ ers of these huts huve taken
Makurdi who added that the aver, Unperturbed by the nui-
egutiie - sance and embarrassment

|allyi Sl \
visitor not to lose sleep follow-
ling the growing number of
thatch-roofied houses compet-
ing for prominence, is in the
metropolis of Mukurdi, the 28-

" year-old state capital.
In its several years of ex-
|istence as o stale capital and
considering the strategic loca-

about carly 90s when the constitule i the face of
m'l wulldanbmnln ::ﬂdﬁmnﬂhcmwv-
w‘m new l-:_l:}\itl of the sl g isbe

2 fitting face-lift, owners of the
Mw"m"ﬂ huts are quick 1o point out 1o
dudges Quartors, aredaily wit- 10y oon obecrver that aftor il
nessing devel in terms the : P l'erd:—.
of modem architectural de- g S 1086
signa, while the initial sections 0 4he stare Urhan Devel-

tion it ocoupi

cinl gatewary between the Norih
(and East of Nigeria, Makurdi
still wears a look reminiscent
of Stone Age. This is so be-
cause with a few major streets
crisscrogsing the small city,
Makurdi is still well known for
the growing number of primi-

of Wi High Level,
opment Board (UDB) was es-
Wadata, North Bank and LOgo  bliches “They have al
are still far from being partol o yocauge he provisions
the prosent happening, with iy cnoower the board 1o
more huts springing upin 8 o ig any structure that
manner that makes a joke of the ‘e tiok Soalineri with the. 4o
famous peasant setilements. i
of the tal
At High Level, the heart ;‘le’c‘,’f::r"m
. “l got my plot for develop-
ment in the seventies when the
thatch-roofed huts ey gor the state urban devel-

oped section of modern

w.' BC P A ths ur

ban population.
Although it is virtually im-

possible to state numbers here,

are in alarming figure with ma- P
¢ : pment board had not been
m‘:‘n“:“;::‘m hatched. The thatch-roofed
S i huts on the plot have been
Okpoga z

} have, Lo
(vealed that every street, no
| matter how short, harbours not

Yoy, Iniky there since the early days of
messed up completely. The 805 and since then | have only
section, which is also the com- 4

for reference purpose and in-
voked only sccording to the
heart beat of urban law en-
Jorcement officers. Alagh ro-
called how his humble struc-
tures have been dly

Mr. Kon who, disclosed

marked for demolition but
saved them with gratification
1o the law enforcement offi-
cinls,

“The purpose of the'estab-
lishment of the board has long
been defeated. These days, the:
field officers go about casting
fiears in the minds of default-
ers basically to extract money
for their individual pockets,
Every body is hungry and so
are the laws (law enforcement
officials),” said Alagh who in-
sisted that only when the atti-
tude of public office holders
and the organised society in
general, begin to go with con-
ventions and the law that he
100 would." 1fnot it will make
it appear as though the laws
are made only for a particular
scgment of the society,” he
added. -

Mr Tion Kon owns a
stretch of such huts spanning
two plots along Inikpo Street
in High Level. He observed that
Makurdi is generally a dirty

a brazen disregard for e
urban development regulations
stretched out their buildings
capital. Where willing de
houses to perfect on the scene
notorious owners of these huts
by the nuisance and embarras
Jface of present effort of the stat

a befitting face-lift, owners of th
to any keen observer that a]%’
Jor development years before I

velopment Board (UDB) was es
won because the provisions whi
molish any structure that does |

town not because a few poor

of the state capital can not bep




which is
mste, has
gloct.

true tes-
| situation
he board
jo about
ring live-
slammed
ol fines.
Bl urban
i clear-
mining a

e of o
ih a clus-
ging for
s points

inesday,

“Mevelopment, which has af-

Am wndereheped plot with huts and bushy cnvironment.

urbanisation in Makurdi |

‘while the gencral

tract the p
law

mcen

is either water-logged or
stuffed with dreadful stench-
emitting refuse heaps.
Meanwhile, in a swift ac-
tion, which has rather gener-
ated widespread condemna-
tion, the board has risen in re-
‘ceat times, marking stmndard
houses for demolition. The

‘fected over a hundred houses
by the last

While the erecting of more
of such huts continpe with the
board looking the other way as
though it is not bothered, the
entire vicinity facing Benue
State University (HBL), begin-
ming fom Wurakuem market up
1o Tilley Gyado Villa, spanning
mmmmm

An artisan, who gave his
names as Tersugh Batur, ob-
served that land owners in
Makurdi have discovered that
with the rising population of
students in the BSU, Univer-
ity of Agriculture (LIAM) and
College of Advance and Pre-
liminary Studies (CAPS), even

I'l--d

sought, Mr Cihiver A fima, the
pencral manager of Urban De-
velopment Board (UDRB),
agreed that indeed, the board
has marked several decent
houses for demolition while
passing over mud huts, bai
said simply that he is operat-
ing.only withinthe limits of the

nu‘ﬁhﬂmmﬁwﬂﬂlmm*hﬂq‘ Wakwri

though they are in their worst
of state, and currently receiv-
ing attention from the incum-
bent administration. The rest
are all faded memaries. The
phone booths, still visible at
few joints, have long been
taken over by rodents while the
tradfic and stroct lights are not

in the face of inadequate pro-
vﬂ-hwm

the board.
Mr.m-u-m:d:hu-d

. byan
endless stretch of the huts.
And guess what, the owners
are making brisk business,
renting their round structures
out 1o university students who

fier niow in Makurdi to

are daily d 1o cough
out T sums to their

erect a grass and bamboo
house as trying one’s hands
on & mod at-

“landlords” in order to beat the
ever-nsing dearth in hostel ac-

“ cal parlance as

or environmental orderliness and

ons, the owners of these huts have
in strategic locations of the state
lopers would have erected pent-
enery of the metropolitan centre,
huts have taken over. Unperturbed
rrassment they constitute in the
state government to give Makurdi
of the huts are quick to point out
after all, they acquired their plots
re 1986 when the state Urban De-
was established. They have always

which empower the board to de-

does not conform with the design
be put into effect in retrospect.

tion, it i
struct more mud huts since
many students cannot afford
standard and decent houses
for rent.
Naming it in a popular lo-
“hire,” Mr.
IRatur said rent for standard and
decent shelter is fiar beyond the
easy reach of a poor students,
“therefore, land owners, not
unware of that fact, have dis-
eovered construction of mud
huts a faster business, and
they are benefiting.” He said
the cost of building materials
hu risen high and owners of

¥ PR

functioni d some of themn
have even been knocked down
wmmmm

compensation, nrmuedlllﬂ|
opposition from the then hul
mien of Benue civil service wha |
felt that the implementation
was a waste of stafe funds.
Jang was defeated, having
been afraid of being petitioned
(a5 was the fashion in Benue)
for wasting state funds. That
was how the city remained 1ill
today, in spite of continucs
ﬂah.lm for good ur-

n-'p-.kmub-m-u

ers. The people of B
ﬁnlun-.niﬂ'lnnnmnl’

1o lay

“with mod and spear grass as

well as bamboo as roofs. The
simple reason he gave was that
the VDB decree cannot be ap-
plied in retrospect since the
plots of mud huts were ac-
quired before its

A Lot ot colel i

tary era.

Many keen observers of
Makurdi physical dﬂ:ln;»
ment have continued 1o praise
the giant stride of Jang till this
day. However, many still say

hmmum-
director of the United Nations
Centre for Human Settlements
also known as Habital, Mrs
Anna Kajumuso Tibaijuka vis-
jted Nigeria, ahe asked the |
Nigeria cities to investors™ |

When asked if be was not
aware that mud huts are daily
springing up in the metropo-
lis, he simply defended the
board by saying that the demo-
lition is being done in phases
as he disclosed further that the

ped plots in Makurdi
are not ready o spend their
carmings to start buildings of
approved design only to aban-
don them at the foundation
stage because they have run
out of money,

M. Batur, who also own
stretch of mud huts spanning
two plots along a dirty path
opposite BSU's first yate, dis-
closed that he is a military pen-
sloner, lamenting: “My son,
these are hard days. Only the
big men in government as well
as big business people are
building houses. In these ter-
ribly bad days, when pensions
are not even coming, where do
you think feeding money will
came from, take more of build-
ing n standard house?,"

areas with new huts would be
visited by bulldozers.

Benue State, under one of
its former military governors,
Giroup Captain Jonah Jang, re-
ceived transformation in vari-
ous ways including township
roads, streets and street lights
as well as other related features
to add aesthetics. There were
also telephone booths at vari-
ous points for people 1o phone
with case. The Air force officer
saved the then fast growing
town from chaotic traffic by
providing traffic lights at vari-
ous junctions. Of the men-
tioned urban features which
the military govemnor provides,
only the dual carriage wiys and
the strects he m are
now d ies al-

| —

When his reaction was

for could not record a feat was
housing. This was not due o
Ihis inability. It was due to the
feeling of most prominent

while also disclosing that her |
discovery showed that some |
Nigerian cities deniod the com- |
mon people residing in them |

the eqlulnmnolclml

sleep that Jang's urbani
process in Makiirdi was going
1o deny them the privileged
status they were enjoying as
the few who afforded decent
shelier,

that Niger-
m :wuuwwm
sified social exclusion, deny-
ing the benefits of urban life 1o
the poor and marginalised
groups even as she said th:

The military

was said 1o have exp d

shock to fine out that Makurdi
was the only state capital with
clusters of mud huts and,
therefore, began a process
wihrich was to later culminate in
demolishing the huts with

1t is therefore pertinent for
Benue State govemnment 1o |
expedite action on clearing |
\imndi of the nuisance and
of mud and

monetary 7 o
enable their owners construct
decent houses.

This, according to some
engineers at the state ministry
of works and housing, met a
brick wall as the idea of pass-
ing huge sums of moncy to the

dimofmielylnlh:mnl’

thatched-roofed huts while it
continues (o open up new lay-
outs for developments as well
as the on-going construction |
of more housing estates 1o
provide its leaming workers the |
opportunity of living in decent

houses.
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- PROPERTY & ENVIRONMENT

~Environment ministry inaugurates federal

programme advisory c¢’ttee

e environment minis
try has finally insugu
rated the federal pro-
gramme advisory c'ttee
(FPAC) for the local empow-
erment and environmental
management project (LEEMP)
vesterday Tuesday 11* Janu-

Inyn.um.umrm

meuns of sustaning the use
of the environment as a
means of reducing poverty sl
the rural levels.

To achieve this would re-
quire & number of reforms

ary 2005, in the
« hall of the federal ministry of
environment, Abuja.

At the occasion, the min-
ister of environment, Col. Bala
Mande (rtd) expressed his
gratitude towards the comple-

all the relevant stakeholders [—

adequately for the anticipated
new role and responsibilitics.

These roles and respon-
wibilities emphasise devolving

in taking

tion of the local
mnd environmental manage-
ment project. In his speech he
made known that their inabil-
ity 1o insugurate this body
before pow was due o circum-
~stances beyond their control.
The minister of environ-
ment went on to say that this

charge of their own develop-
enl agenda. Unspoken in
also 15 the need o
strengthen existing govem-
ment agencies, especially ot
the local level 1o be able 10
see themselves as facilitatons,
rather than implementers.

d that one

project was d d as n

Survivors of

China landslide to
get new homes

ictims of the land
wlide last December
in southwest Chi-

nn's Guizhou Province are cx-

pected 1o move ind

new homes. this M
hing to local souwrces
The location for the per-
manent houses has boen set,
anid by March this year, sur-
“vivors will be able to move
nto their new residences,”
said Gong Xiaonong, the
head of the county.

The landslide on Decem-
ber 3 in Zuajiaying, a village
in Nayong County of the

o= PrOvinee, left 44 people dead,
13 locals injured, and 658
other ones.or 158 houscholds

Ancient

n American excava
tion team has discov
cight ‘peanii

homcless,

Survivors have been set-
ted in lemporary tents with
waler, power and epidemic
prevention facilithes. Emer-
gency

supplies, including

wi-padded quills
rice and medicine
have been distributed to
them.

Local civil affairs depist-
menits have received 4, 14 mil-
lion yuan (560,000 L1.S. dol
lars) of donations.

To help the victims to live

through the winter before |

miwving into their new homes,
the local government has
also decided o provide more
rcllcl' clothes and food for

granmfoundml@gyptl .'

the statement.

The granarics, bl:ll::\'cdln |

wed by ancient Egyptians,
id Fgyptian Minister of Cul-
ure Faroug Abdel-Aziz
Hosni,

“Those granaries re-
sealed the agriculture 1ech-
ngue ||1d system lued I:ly

‘he Neolithic era that began
wround 9,000 B.C., when an-
sient Egyptians were moving
from lifestyles of roaming and | matinn and communication
‘wanting to an agriculture, said | pag gaid.

be relics fi
tivities of ancicnt ngpnlns.
were found last week in
Fayoum, an oasis 80 km
southwest of Cairo, added the
statement.

Tsunami: 500,000 Indonmans homeless

were killed by the tsunami in |

carthquakoof | |

huu for their livelihood.

of the key reasons for the low
level of rural devel in
the country can be attribut-
able to, amongst others, the
imability of development plan-
ners at local levels 1o appreci-
ate the dependence of rural
populations on the environ-
ment and natural resource

ly, LEEMP
was d:ll',ﬂﬂ! within the

- prmetwdmlnd

Mlh:maﬂinbjmlw i
:ly“:'wm ! ST - xthens envi-
nities to take churge of theiy  ToAmental regulatory and
awn development agenda, In  Jegisltative framework; and

order to achieve this, the
project was therefore de-

C PROETHTUTC NEAgc-
ment,

framework of sustainable signed with five major com- In keeping '!n_line with
natural resources manage-  ponents vis: the present administration’s
ment and good g - | hasis on

through decentralisation and  nity driven investment; and due process, an over-

empowerment of communi-
ties.

= local government ca-
pacity building:

.
Fram left: Honourable Fameba Atuma, hauie commisten chwirman oa enviroament, §, Martyns- Velloey, (Raleman Sonuts
A ecalogy, for right: Hala ——y

‘early 500,000 people The official of the mints-

were made homeless  try said that at least 476,619

ll’wwuni swept qu\:uﬁw.lmllh

Aceh provi in I us there

unDec 26, ministry of infor-  were still many others not
counted by the officials.

At least 95,000 pecple

Indoncsia.

A powerful
8.7 degrees on Richter scale
shocked many parts of the
provinces of Norh Sumatra
and Aceh.

sight body is required for
the project. In this context, .
u federal programme advi-
sory ¢"ttee FPAC is to serve
as the policy organ with
aversight responsibility for
project implementation.
Similar organs are to bees- |
tablished at the state and |
local government levels im- |
mediately,

Refuse
takes

over Aba
ba, the commercial |
city in Abia, has been |
taken over by refuse |
following the non-evacuation |
of wasie by the state’s Envi- |
rommental Sanitation Agency |
for o week
Some residents who com-
mented on the situation ex-
pressed fears of a possible
outbreak of epidemmic iTurgent
steps were nol taken 1o clear
the waste,
They complained thut
refise bins, which were now
last

over-Mowing, were
seooped before Christmas

“Since then, the refuse
collection agents have aban-
doned their job and the resalt
is the heaps that now litter the
whaole place,” Mr Kingsley
Tkcbundu, a petty trader, tokd
the News Agency of Nigeria
{NAN)

According to Ikebundu,
the situation will further dete-
riorate if the wastes were not
removed immediately now |
that people were returning |
from holidays and business
activities were picking up.

Austin Chukwu, a slu-;
dent, said: “The situation will
soon become intolerable con- |
sidering the magnitude of in- |
dustrial, commercial and do- |

|- mu‘wmupm:medmn

| nated to the state by the Niger

| places, have been submerged
| by wastes.

daily basis in the city.” |

The residents appealed to |
relevant suthorities and agen-
cies rescue the people “in or-
der 1o forestall the outbreak
of epidemic and the attendant
health hazards.”

MAN reports that the
refuse bins which were do-

Delts Development Commis-
sion and localed at strtegic
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orthern Cyprus hosts
over 1600 plant spe-
cie of which 22 are

endemic, 350 species of
birds, of which 7 are endemic,

and 26 different species of

reptile and amphibian. The
main reason for this amuing
diversity is, that Cyprus was
not affected by the last ice-age
(which wiped out many spe-
cies from arcas further north),

Cyprus forms o resting
and nesting station for binds
migrating between Africa and
Enstern Europe.

Northern Cyprus has an
intense Meditermnean ¢li-
mte with the typical scasonal
rhythms strongly marked in
respect of temperature, min-
fall and weather generally,
Hot, dry summers from mid-
Ml)" to mid-October and
e win-

sons of rapid change in

weather conditions, The long

narrow Besparmak mountain

|msrpll!mmwmm
the meteorology of North-

.cm Cyprus. The predomi
nantly clear skies and um-
sive sunshine give large sea-

sonal and duily differences
between temperatures of the
sea and the interior of the is-
land which also cause consid-
erable local effects especially

| near the coast. At Latitude 35
degrees north and Longitude
33 degrees cast, Northern
Cyprus has a change in day-
length from 9.8 hours in De-
cember 1o 14.5 hours in June.
In summer the Northern Cy-
prus is mainly under the in-
fuence of o shallow trough of
low pressure extending from
the great continental depres-
sion centred over southwest
Asin. It is o season of high
temperatures with almost
cloudless skies. Rainfall is
negligible but isolated thun-
derstorms sometimes occur
giving rainfall amounting to
less than 5% of the total in the
average year. In winter,
Northern Cyprus is near the
track of fuirly frequent small
depressions which cross the
Meditermanean Sea from west
to east between the continen-
tal anti-cyclone of Eurasia
and the generally low pres-
sure belt of North Africa.
These depressions give peri-
ods of disturbed weather usu-
ally Dasting for a day or 5o and
produce most of the annual
precipitation. the average
amount from December (o
February being nearly two

thirds of the year's total,

Streams in Cyprus There are

not flowipg streams on the

island. The rivers used 1o flow
both in winter and summer.

But now they flow only in

rainy winters, Kanlidere and

Yayla are the two important

streams in Northern Cyprus. |

Natural Vegetation is surpris-
ingly variable an psentiful al-
though Cyprus is a small is-
land. Some parts of the island
are without vegetation

12, 2005

PROPERTY &
An enwronment:#afﬁ

= B
| By Abubskar Zimit |

mwhcrr the rate of the rajn-
fall is high land the tempera-
fure is cooler, the vegetation
is sirch. Where the forest has
been destroyed, tall shrub
communitics of arbutus and
ruchne, pistacia terebinthus,
olea europes, guercus
coccifern  and  styrax
officinalis may survive, but
such maquis 15 uncommon.
Over most of the island

Following the rains in winter
the growth starts, but lnsts
only 2-3 months. In summer
and autumn only hardy
bushes and thorny plants
shows signs of life. Gonnara
and Catrez are typical exam-
ples. Birds and Animals
Northerm Cyprus has been en-
dowed with a rich fauna in-
cluding u large number of en-
demic birds, reptiles and ani-
mals. Because ol its position,
Naorthern Cyprus is also a vi-
lal stop-over for thousands of

tilled o by s rczed
covering of garigue, largely

2 v birds which find
the island an ideal place for

ported on an AVErIge wo of
three times o year in the low-
lands and probably three
times s frequently on the
mountains, usually between
November and May, in most
districts of Cyprus. Months
most liable to have hailstorms
are December to April but can
occur, although rarely; in
early summer and autumn,
cousing considerable damage
to fruit crops. Thunder is rare
from June 10 September but
in other seasons is heard on
average on four or five days
per month from October 10

Ly

ulnya each spring the stmos-
phere is very hazy with dust
brought from the Arbian and
African deserts. Sunshine All
purts of TRNC enjoy a very
sunny climaie. In the contral
plain and eastern lowlands
the average number of hours
of bright sunshine for the
whaole year is 75% of the time
that the sun is above the ho-
rizon. Over the whole six
summer months there is an
average of 11.5 hours of
bright sunshine per day
whilst in winter this is re-
duced only 1055 hours in the

Page 23
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sis of Cyprus

direction and strength. Differ-
ences of tempemture between
sea and land which are buili
up daily in predominant peri-
ods of clear skies in summer
cause considerable sea und
land breezes. Whilst these are
maost marked near the coasts
they regularly penetraie far
infand in surmmer reaching the
capital, Lefkosa and often
bringing & welcome reduction
of temperature and also an
increase in humidity, Gales
wre infrequent over Northern
Cyprus but may occur espe-

composed of low bushes of  both feeding and refuge.  January and two or three days : cially on exposed coasts with
cistus, genista sphacelata  Among the animals the per month from February to ::n.;;l:::.;mnllu i wmt:r dcpr:slmm Small
calycotoime villosa, moufMlon occupies an out- May. Air Temperatures Even on the i are in
lithospermum hispidulum,  standing position and is con-  TRNC has a hot summerand e cloudiest winter months summer appearing mostly
phaganalon and, sidered as one of the natural  mild winter but this generali- e an average of nearly 4  Mear midday as “dust devils™
cally, pistacia lentiscus. treasures of the island. The  zation must be modified by oy of bright sunshine per 90 the hot dry central plain.
Where grazing is excessive  moufflon belongs tothesheep — consideration of altitude,  day und in June and July the Very rarely vortices, ap-
ﬂﬂimhmm family but this species is lowers femperatures by fipure reaches 11 hours, Proaching a diameter of 100
and an impoverished batha  unique in the world. This ani-  about S degroes C per 1000 Winds Over the eastern Metres or 5o and with the
remains, consisting princi-  mal has long been in danger  metres, and of manne influ-  pgedi 1t ics of water
pally of thymus capitatus, n(«wmwmduyna ences which give cooler sum- Ml\'hdlm';mﬂiyww :pmhummdod'mllm
and  fully p - Naiu-  mers and warmer wi or south dy in win- land, oceur in thun-
o few stunted herbs. Northern  ral Hazards Moderate earth- st of the coastline and es- 1o and north-westerly or g
Cyprus has a variety of natu-  quake activity and droughts.  pecially on the west coast. northerly in summer, Usually Localised caused
ral vegetation. This includes  Environmental Issues Water Fog is infrequent and ust- o fight o moderate strength, DY these has been reported on
forests of hardwood, ever-  resource problems: no natu-  ally confined to the early  purely reaching of that of gale a few occasions but in gen-
green and broad leaved trees  ral h e there arc longer  force. Over the island of Cy- €7l Cyprus sulfers relatively
such as pinus latep ce- | disparity in rinfall, sea  periods in the mountains in w.m“wmmh little wind damage.
dar, cypressus and oak. Trees  water intrusion to island’s  winter when cloud often en- i direction with Abubakar Zimit contrif-
arc rare, and the landscape is  largest aquifer, increased  velopes the highest peaks.  und local heating effects  fed this piece from Eastern

one off various species of
D sid and bulbous plants,

salination in the northern part.
Hail and Thunder Hail is re-

Visibility is generally very
suodnxntellwtbmml few

plnylnu a large part in the
determination of local wind

Mrﬂﬂmun University,

1000km Lagos roads to gulp N2. Sbillion

ollowing federal gov

ernment’s efforts in the

past months 1o give fied-
eral roads in Lagos State a
new lease of life, the over
1,000 kilometre road spread
across the city are to wear s
new look between now and
April this year, as the state
government has set aside »
whopping sum of N2.5billion
for a massive repair designed
to bring succour to the resi-
dents especially those in the
metropolis.

C "

By Olumide Bajulai
Cnmﬁpmdcmi’hw

nwr]lnhhb{k\hh
s ion and the Lagos

according to the Commis-
sioner for Works and Infra-
structure, Engr. Rauf
Areghesola, the attack is go-
ing to be two pmlwuod. the

AmMomllunTmn:pm
Authority LAMATA, are in-
volved in the exercise, while
members of the state execu-
llw.' council have been

d 1o i the

direct labour app and
lhcwu of reputable contruc-

Tn effectively cover |h=
state, the state has been
vided into 10 zoncs, vrnh al
I.elﬂ..lhm d

plw; of work around their
arcas of jurisdiction.

for the supply of asphalt to
compliment what is being
produced at the state owned

Already, about 250
tonnes of the essential prod-
ucts have been supplied by
the construction firm.

In a bid to guide against
any shortfall in the supply of
asphalt, the state has place

Besides road maint
nance, the exercise will also
hnmlv:mlnllmimnl'dms-
aged d

gangs, g on the

January and the end of March,
there is going to be concerted
effort to make most of the
roads in the state, particularly

number of local governments
that make up the zone.

The Commissioner also
hinted that three other minis-

the clﬂrins of lilted or
blocked drains.

For o hitch-free excrcise,
according o Areghbe, the state
has sought the assistance of a

ion firm, RATCON

the crmul ones,

tries, B Physical

other
like, Julius Berger, C mdl"
among others on standby for
the supply of the product.
Aregbesola hinted fur-
ther that no federal roads
would be rehabilitated dur-
ing the exercise, except
where it is unavoidable, as
the state is still reeling from

*H MM Srate and ki Femi
M Mﬁn of Lagws State and his deputy Mr, Mdn

samnd infrastruciare base Mmﬁnd

the non p of about
NL.Tbillion it claimed to
have spent on federal roads
when all the federal govemn-
ment owned roads was aban-
doned in the smie.

It was disclosed that
about N30Omillion of the
budgeted amount would be
jpaid to about 10 contractors,
who would be working
alongside the maintenance
gangs with each handling

zone.

“The agencics o carry

| out these rehabilitation

works include Rivera Re-
sources, Abog Engincering
Limited, Tee Pama Nig. Lim-
ited, among others.

The zones are, one com-
prises of A . Orile-

Agege, 1j
oge, ljus

mmnn-..,:'

Ogunji, Orile, Oko-Oba/
Aliu street,
Oyemekun street, Thomas
Salako Street, Olayiwola/
Jonathan Coker, Amje Av-
enue, Adeola/Adefolabi and
Oshola Olawale.
Zone two is made up

Apapa and Ajeromi/lfelodun.

Some of the roads for rcha- |
bilitation are Liverpool, Ma- |
ring, Park Lane, Central Av- |

enue, Poiint, Obanta, Ladipo
Oluwole, Bombay Crescent,
Kofo Abayomi Street, Baale
Street, Alayabiagha Street,
Olowojeunjeje mmong others.

Zone three has Ojo, Oto
Awori, Badagry Central and
West as well as Olorunda
with Okokomaike/Akn road,
Iyana  Era to  Shibiri,
Mosafejo, llogbo Eremi Pota,
Ajangbadi to logbo Eremi,
Akoberuw/Sabo Oniba, and
others.

Zone four comprises of
Eti-Osa East and West, [koyi-
Obalende, Iru-Victoria Is-
land, Iheju-Lekki, Epe, Eredo
and Ikosi Ejirin with about 32
roads listed for repair in the
zone,

Zone six covers lkeja,
Onigbongbo, Ojodu, Egbe-
Idimu, Egbda A kowonjo,
Ayobo-Ipaja, Agbado-Oke
Odo, Igando-Tkotun and
Mosan-Olkunola, the zone his
about 17 roads o be repaire,
while zone seven which com-

prises of Mainland and |
Shomolu local



demolish
illegal

By Olumide Bajulaiye,

Carrespondent {Lagos)
he Federal Govern
mienit has threatened o
demolish all illegal
structures on acquired land in
Meiran, Abesan, Isheri-
Oshun, Amikanle and Ipaja
within Aghado-Oke-Odo and
Mosan Okunola bocal govern-

ment in Lagos State. The |
= Government scquired land

since 1976 but resold to un-
suspected Lagosians by land
vendors had been carmarked
for Federal Government's
Abesan New Town project
Development.

Speaking with joumalists
in Lagos at the weckend, Mr.
5.A. Ajibose, Lagos Laison
Officer of the Federnl Hous-
ing Authority stated that the

& pequired land was meant for

mass Housing Programme by
the government adding that
works would have com-
menced on the project if not
for land vendors who are re-
selling parts of the land.

He said that the Federl |
Ciovernment had shown leni-

_wwmnfﬂni}kﬂl

structures by taking them 1o
other arreas within the me-
tropolis where there were
Inmymmm
buildings in order 1o reduce
their sufferings.
| Ajibose however ncoused

|d|eOln$annllyhdby(bl-

| Tunde Oroja of Mumn of

His words: “Whoever
| plans to disturb this project
would be dealt with because
the Federal Government had
| compensated owners of the
land 1o the tune worth several
millions of naire. Also, gov-
emment cannot allow people |

~ structures
in six LGs

The 1000

resident of the Nige
rian Institute of Es
tale Surveyors and
Valuers (NIESV), Chief
Charles Adebiyi has said
| 2004 was a fairly difficult
one for the nation generally
and the construction indus-
try in particular.
Chief Charles made this |
during an in-
terview attributing the
| shortcoming to the absence
of a linkage between gov-
ernment’s reform pro-
n:unmudﬂu:clﬂam as-

**| Metropolitan Lagos.”
But, the linison officer |

urged any landlord who has
genuine claims within the

stipulated area to forward |

| such to the Ministry of Hous-
ing in the Federal capital Ter-
ritory, saying the ultimatum
given landiords in the area 1o
quit has expired last week.

Yankari

he number of foreign

tourists o the Yankari

National Park in

Bauchi State climbed from

436 in 2003 w0 939 in 2004,
officials say.

In a statement, the

' Bauchi State commiand of the

B .

well as their idea
| of what the dividends of

the impact of the full inspl

industry

mmm lght weeks by the Mmms

2004 difficult year for cons
—~NIESV President

'l,l.b-u-'un lmnrm]
for the dul-o:allon in the

gramme.
“The first half of 2004 wit-

as people reacted positively
10 the new National Housing
Policy” Chicf Adebiyi stated
but however rogretted that de-
spite an increase in supply
sidde that there was litthe on the
demand arca.

Speaking on the implcv
ion of the i

nessed an upsurge in

NGO tasks KNSG

ano State government

hus been alerted on the

t need to employ

timely and appropriatc

proactive devise 1o tackle the

problem of desertification that

has mavaged some pans of the
state.

The founder of an Ameri-

can-based 'Fight Against

E h (FADE)

mentation of he deregula- |
tion of the downstream sec- |
tor of the petroleum indus- |
try and I-bnuri

Chief Newton Jibunoh made
the call while inspecting hec-
tares of varieties of pl-un

local

Makod

By Mustapha lsah Kwaru,
| Correspondent (Kano)
vernment area.
He observed that FADE
mulvedlollmﬁanupum
wahility of planting th

Wednesday,
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Hu\mug Pnhny. l:,'lli.cl'

tructlon

ment is being delayed.

“It would be difficult 1o |
implement the new policy
without first finc-tuning the
laws that appears to have
1o

Mlmﬂumwmhim

lamenting that the review of
the nine laws recommended
by the defunct Presidential
Technical Committee on
Housing and Urban Develop-

effect this year that more |
funds will be made available
for Real Estate Investment.

on desert control

schools with a view 1o pro-

The FADE founder, how-
ever solicited for the suppon

Md’hmfwlhem
trol and management of
desentification which pose a
serious threat 1o agricultural

ion.
Chief Jibunoh pointed out
that FADE had also spon-

sored the planting of variety
of food plants in some

Park draws more tourists

(NIS) noted, however, that
“the number of aliens resi-
dent in the state had de-
creased from 237 in 2003
to 132 in 2004,

Up to 60 entry visas
were issued in 2004, as
against 78 in 2003, repre-
senting a drop of about 23

The NIS said the number

The

d suid il is- |

"’a(peo-

lasting solution to the prob-
lem, address that a lot of
funds were doled out for the
successful implementation of |
Engr. Abdullahi ap-
plauded FADE for its contri- |

and

ple as well s stakchokh
away with lingering menace
of desentification describing
such menace as a collecti

which has drustically mini-
mned lhe growing spate af

responsibility.

Also speaking at the in-
spection to or, state deputy
governor, Engr. Magaji
Abdullahi reiterated govern-
ment’s zeal and readiness o
battle the problem.

H: noted that desert en-
is one of the

sued 1,196 & ional pass

prime problems halting the

of ECOWAS i ifi
cates jssued by the command
rose from 55 in 2003 to 101 in
2004, representing an 84 per
cent boom.

About 58 foreign studgnts
were registered in 2004 ay
against 102 registered in 2003,

ports in 2004, as lg.num
3,945 in 2003, while N6 mil-
lion was raised as passport
fees during the period.

Total revenue collection

effective and sufficient agri-
culture production, saying no
stone will be left untumed to
quell its spread.
'nndqmymmntn-

L
fell from N23.1 million in
2003 1o N9. million in 2004,

hiuupﬂm.hdm-ted
series of strategies W bring

in

the north, just ashe phedged

govemor support for the ac-
Sblibtics DEOE S PERIL

ﬁlm“ﬂ'
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“The world’s banker: A story of failed states, financial
crises, and the wealth and poverty of nations

| Yhe World Bank, which
was  first  created
during Waorld War [l as
|a means for ::nnnrnlc

T ByJdefleey Miller |
Feature Writer

world
in today's

around the
Nonetheless,
i

Croats or in Uganda, wh;tc

| of
i

the sectbacks that have
dogged him as prosident.
What emerges in the end is

politics and inter

both an ill paorntrait

challenges the World Bank
faces. As for the World Hanlk
and the millions that rely on
it, the author's conchusion is

between the haves and the
have mots becoming evers
greater, one thing remains
clenr in Mallaby's analysis,

the  the bank dnhome-  finance and development,  of Wolfensohn s well as the not surprising. While the  the World Baak's role of
war is today a global success  grown | Wolfensohn and the Bank ; institution has often been  fostering development and
story  of  mammoth  strategy to 'ﬂmm)' the gontinue o face many Mallaby strikes a mockedund criticized fornot  helping the world’s poor is
|propartiom:. With over 10,000 country’s poverty, On the  challenges sround the workd.  delightful balance with his  doing enough (of in some  more important now thin it
employees operating in  other hand, Mlllulurhm!nl Mallaby does a fine job of insightful commentary and ~ cases meddling where it has ever boen.
\almost 100 countries, the  of the bank, csp ly when  bal Wolfensoha's  clear cxplanations  should not), in our world Called from Book.,
(Warld Bank today is it comes 1o describing some hi with many of book of the today where the disparity
iresponsible for tens of of its fail includi
|t|t1mnfdulhnmld tothe overlooking corruption in ike 2003°s
|world's poorest nat Indonesia (that was the root comprehensive exhibit
| At the helm ul' this all-  cause nl:m;:;’lny of :;: - n?‘}?:“fﬁ :"! Roll
nn;mnnnl agency isamanof  country’s les during . s
and stature,  Asian crisis) and that the mﬂ&“ﬁ!‘:;;”m i)r(.'m!e Al

Ilmu Wolfensohn who, Bank's timid and So Close!™ by U2 insider B Chief Editor 200591

over as president response (o do more 10 fight | Euien before it, “U2 Show™
in 1995, has been d d  AIDS “remai ble.” | croates s own must-read 10 1" Z00TV was all about
lk- reinvent this institution The author’s detailed | experience for U2 fans by visual cxcess, sex and the
that was first founded by 1S analysis of the World Bank is | giving them what they smell of sucoess, along with
[President Franklin Roosevelt  equally riveting. At first, | wani—enumerable photo some of U2's mast brash and
'and his World War 11 allics  Mallaby sh Bank | essays ! B A o g
‘amid growing global has often come across as | Fare and previously unscen vod. (blne; sitver wod- bleck

challenyes

more ul' un

s BYaf

from Williams,

| In“The World's Banker, knows what is : A f on film. The ZooTV section
|A Story of Failed States, bestfor thecountryitistrying | 370, interyiews, with the vt e 16 Guo the
[Financial Criscs, and the 10 help. While it might seem | 01y ding manager Paul Wost memorably icomic
Wealth and Poverty of o some that the World Bank | pMeGuinness, producers images from the most
[Nations,” Schastian  is playing with the fate of | Daniel Lanois and Brian Eno, of
‘Malluby's  story of countrics which need help | and Island Records founder toun—a of The Fly's
'Wolfensohn and the World  the most, under Wolfensohn, | Chris Blackwell ik e b |
Bank is an incredible tour a5 Mallay defly descibes, “The atiention to detail in  danciog & i
through the missy reality of huhmm “U2 Show™ ix Suu:."‘l‘hmphm
Jabal davel This book is divided by tour and - this
closcs with the most complete  for the book during
book is a fascinating and  and cutw-l issues. There's | 000 E e period b the grand
personnel yet.
lively account of & man and o question as the author Each scction foatures s 90pe. o “Outside
an institution dealing with  argues, that Wolfeasohn's | pigary i Broadcast” leg of the tour
some of the major challenges  tenure there has radically | and photos documenting the stage dexign, the
of poverty, changed how the Bank | each tour, Looking over the the vidi-walls,
politics. Mallaby excels  operates and how it can | carly years, u -u adaptcd
‘with his illuminating portrait  continue 1o do good work | broadsided by gu The “'"“_!I'I‘“ M:;‘
of the larger-than-life figure of  around the world. Wliﬂ‘ﬁfuzm o e I“sln the
Wolfensohn and  his Mallsby delivers an even- young men when they phonc calls 1o the TV
b WordBank  handed assessment of | 100k 08 the world sl st - T ey Witkiams. ‘sl — it truly wiss all about
land how the bank has tricd 1o Wolfensohn who. comes | in. their carly 20x EWe Ict luck play s past s0d i dowa ta beaiity of |
| 1 triumphant Red Rocks luy & pact Space -
meet many of the challenges  across as being brilliani, appearance on the “War™ tour we took our s o then ml’-vnrnfu
anound the world. Muﬁmh-; in 1983 yet they hat might apy ight  when they were current, mu&lmarymu
To be sure, i & ith th J cumfich which i womc, as pop
describes many of Bank’s World  Bank  provides ﬁ‘ it was chaotic  in pencral is all about whal is of others in the '('51“"
luccess storics in fascinating At'U2 grow in popolarity  #0d fnght with bad roviews  gow. With “U2 Shaw, Trﬂ&m“ of “U2 |
‘detail such as in Bosnia, ? “ﬁ’.ﬁm ;:mm w'"h‘ MP"": finally gets the o o nes the spotlight |
Mo M':L“: PI-!M 'ﬂ wl W*U:::Dl-*“l imviting l'lmt and “;-tl Rounding out the tour ﬁ"“."""“" 3 |
mission, culminating into  Observers o take a step et wa iled -
dnlhﬂmﬁclhmd et Wi the m’-?m“ and reassess our thoughts look a1 2001"s e Sy w’;g-f:h?y
sophisticated outing 1o the tour. Sare, “Pop” the E “a ___' srm
date —the “Joshua Tree™  Album was arguably a mixed  put U2 firmly back in the , and those
tour, which utilized the latest but what break fromany  populace’s hearts and minds. yvolved ~ with  album
in lighting technologics 1o M0ld isn’1? In pictures,  and U2 fans quite 5 | ocondiu wd st
create the most dramatic grows in staturcand 12" “hear” with the use of s As 2 fan, it's casy 1o get
effects possible to boldly s context, it was ahead of : m:g:u-ﬁﬂ mm-mﬂnm
highlight tracks such as "stimeintheoryand srcasm,  the sct design. The Bnt lhﬂl mtn U2 has
“Where the Streets Have No - 40d that is to U2's the foresight
Name” and "Exit.” For her Sodit A fior better or  wpar's use of the of 1o nuhwm': their talented

photo inclusions during this
m.'rmd‘ Scrimgeour offers

suutiful still photography
from the fitmmg of ™ Rattic and
Hum™ and a smalicring of
black & white Love Town tour
shots with BB King along for

‘wone were nol in on the joke
that U2 was making about
commerce ax art. We were all
so swamped by the look of
that big golden arch,
mammoth LED screen and
olive swirzle ‘mh That we

cobdn't i that U2

the ride. He bers
Willkamn, “These proved 1o
be exhilarating shows, the
relationship between U2 and
their asudience having
developed imo an extremely
powerful source of enerpy.”

The ZooTV tour foand
U2 with a sense of humor and
o pair of devil homs, Gone
‘were the dour faces of the
“H0s; the frown was tumed
upnide down s U2 jearmed

was forccasting (and
cmbracing) the pop music
revolution thar armists like
*NSYNC and Britney Spears
would come bo represent, and
the monstrosity of
“pcr(urmnntc art” lh.nt
d them.,

o part of the shaw itsclf: that
it was all about U2 and its
sdoring sudience, and ot the
pant theatrics of ZooTV or
PopMart In his note on the
tour, Willams acknowledges
that Flevation had to be “a
distittation of cverything U2
had done 10 duie.™ Unlike the
imagery of past toors, it

0 be treasured, the
awesome  sight of  the
of L2, now in their

40s, m full flight was

Bono clad in a
and muscle imm

Clayton look out
O Wondy Alle's Sy

m behold “d

_:m-t - personify the

firhends o release boaks about
the oo that s U212 at the
End_of the World" by Hill
Flanagan, widcly repgarded as
“the L2 hible™ amongst luns,
and “Stealing Hearts ut a
Travelling Show™ by [rish
frl|!|ll¢ design pow ethouse
ourdne. Pethaps one day
Lanwis, Eno, and prooduces
Seeve Lallywhite will join
forces 1o write 8 book about
the U2 recording process,
and all bases will have been
covered. Until then, “LI2 |
Sheaw™ will be the only show
m lown

-u-hhmw;t“a
ouug- Bogk™
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r.ﬁ—IE ARTS s IH E

Afrlcan peop

—w The African i

is of diverse peoples immensely rich in

m.i‘ruru and traditions that have cm-.m-e shaped the course of their affairs. The

of these G ﬂ!d‘ um »m« a marvellous network of com-
| and strikingly ! ltural and
similarities as well as rfnan of mriou i in the eyes of

| btk the Africans - th,

of these peaples, we

A
| believe, will very interestingly fmnn fbdr a‘.iummu and similarities. In this pub-
| lication, we are ~ comparing the Fulani and the Massal, the Housa and the Swahili,

The Hausa and the
Swahili

e Hausa are mostly ko

cated in porthern Repub

lic of Niger, they speak

Ilannu and their neighbouring

peoples are Kanuri, Fulani, Akan
| peoples, Songhay, Yaruba.

Types of Art: Beautiful in-

“rligo dyed cloth is still prodiced

||nmcK.-mtuhcul'mﬂllwnNi-
geria,
Origin myths among the
Huusa claim that their founder,
| Bayajidda, came from the cast in
an effort to escape his fither. He
eventually came 1o Gaya, where
be employed some blacksmiths
1o fashion & knife for him. With
This knife he procecded 1o Daura
where he freed the people from
Ihe oppresive nature of & sacrod

w-snake who guarded their well

and prevented them from getting
water six days out of the week.
The queen of Daura gave bersell
mwwﬂqqnhmm
‘ The two give
birth to seven healthy sons, cach
of whom ruled the seven city
states that make up Hausaland.
The rise of the Hausa states oc-
curred between 500 and 700

=+ AL, but it was ot until 1200

o
hlulwwﬁnn the Hausa in
the carly 1500x ihrough o serics
of holy wars.
| Since the beginning of

Hians histors. th "

early part of the 20th contury,
There was an Islamic pres-
ence in Hausaland as carly s the
Ith century, According 1o tra-
dition, Islam was brought 1o
Hausa territory by Mubomimad
Al-Maghili, an Islamic cleni,
teacher, and missionary, who
came from Bomu loward the end
of the 15th century, Early
Islamization proceeded peace-
fully, mainly st the hands of
prophets, pilgrims, and mer-
chants. In the early days the
number of individuals who ac-
cepted Islam was small, and
amang those who did, it was usg-
ally practiced along with tradi-
tional Hausa religious beliefs. In
matry cases, the nuling elite were
the first o convent to Islam. It
s oot unitil the earky | 500x that
the Fulani began to put pressure
on the Hausa 1o undergo large
scale conversion. Through s se-
riex of holy wars (jihads) the
northern part of what is today
Nigeria wuumﬂod in the name

luguese colony, Swahili fisher-
men still rely on the ocean to
supply their primary source of -
come. Fish is sobd 1o their inland
neighbors in exchange for prod-
ucty of the interior.

It is difficull to outline a
Swahili political system, since
they ofien incorporated the po-
litical practices of their
neighbors, They are larpely Is-
lamic, and as such much of the
[power within the family rests in
the hands of clder male mem-
bers, Various Swahili empires
have existed throughout history.
ties centered in Mombassa,
Lamu, snd Zanribar, Swahili
traders also actod as middlemen
between colonial governments
and inland ethnic groups

The Islam practiced by
Swahili peoples is often very
strict. Most of the requirements
of the religion are practiced by
maosi of the people. The eco-
nomic success of the Swahili
AR .

aflsk
Fulani empire.

The Swahili are located in
Coastal Kenya, Tanzani. They
speak Kiswahili (Bantu)

The Neighboring Peoples
are Mijikenda, Zigua, Dod,
Kwere, Zaramo, Makonde Types
of Art: Swahili art forms are lim-
ited 10 architecture, fumiture,
and personal adomment. The

encouraged many of their inland
neighbors to adopt Islam as well,
Most of these people, however,
are somewhat less orthodox.
Swahili believe in spirits
(dhyinns), Most men wear protec-
tive amulbets around their nocks,
which contain verses from the
Komn. Divination is practiced
through Kornic readings. Often
i R .

w of the
coast are displayed as a sign of
wealth,

The of the

| Hausaland divided up produc-
| tion and labor activities in ac-
| conance with their location and
| nutural resources. Kano and

Rano were known s the “Chiefs

~a 0f Indigo.” Cotton grew readily

| inithe great plains of these states,
| and they became the primary
| producers of cloth, weaving and
dying it before sending it off in
caravans to the other states
within Hausaland and to exten-
sive regions beyond, Biram was
the original seat of government,

\sw™hile Zaria supplied labor and

Pwas known as the “Chief of
Slaves.” Katsina and Daura were
the “Chiefs of the Market,” as
Mmﬁqﬂﬂllﬂmm-c—

coastal arcas of Kenya, Thnsania,
share

history,
language, and cubtural traditions,
which some Swahill scholars
claim date 10 af least 100 AD,,
when an anonymous Greek
traveler and author of The
Periplus of the Erytharean Sea
wrode about & place in cast Af-
rica, which Arabs frequented 1o
trade with those living on the
maintand. This history is closcly
tied 1o Indian Ovean trade routes
suls, and Africa. Despite the
shared history and language of

the peophes of the Swahili Coast,

it remains difficult 10 describe a
ﬁmsuﬁﬁ culture. This is
Swahili cul-

corded them d the
caravans coming across the
desert from the north. Gobir, lo-
cated in the west, was the “Chicf
of War" and was mainly respon-
sible for protecting the empire
| | from the invasive Kingdoms of

Gihana and Songhai.
Leadership in the carly
Hausa states was based on an-
cestry. Those who could trace
their relations back to Bayajidda
were considered royal, With the

uriniroduction of Islam, many

Hausa rulers adopied this new re-
liglon while at the same time
honoring traditional ways. This
position allowed the clite to hen-

g | it fromthe dvantges of both

| systems. The Fulani ook over

.::'u!y!m Tfmlrlm

ot about 3

lum does not exist, but instead
that its boundaries are amor-
phous, changing whenever nec-
exsary 1o meet the demands of
everyday life,

Swahili economy today, as in
the past, is intricately linked 1o
the Indian Ocean. For approni-
mately 2,000 years, Swabili mer-
hants have acted as middlenmen
between eastern and central Af-
rica and the oulside warld. They
played a significant mle in the
trade of ivory and enslaved peo-
ples which climaxed during the
19th centuries. Trade routes ex-
tended across Tanzania into
maodern day Zaire, along which
goods were brought 1o the coasts
and were sold to Arab, Ind:m.

incorporales
from the Koran into treatments
for certain discases. On occa-
sion, he instructs a patient to
soak a prece of paper comaining
verses of the Korn in water,
With this ink infissed water, lit-
enlly containing the word of Al-
Lab, the patient will then wash his
body or drink it to cure himself
of his affliction. It & only proph-
ctn and teachers of Islam who are
permitied 10 become medicine

men among the Swahili

The Fulani and the

Massai

They speak Pulaar, Fulfulde
The neighboring peoples are
Tuareg, Haus and other west and
«central African tribes.

Fulani are a nomadic pooples
wha have been influential in re-
honal politics, economics, and
histories throughout western Af-
rica for over a thousand years
They played a significant role in
the rise and fall of the Mossi
states in Burkina and also con-
tributed to the migratory move-
ments of people southward
through Niger and Nigeria into
Cameroon. They were also re-
sponsible for introducing and
spreading lslam throughout
much of western Africa, The
height of the Fulani empire was
between the early 18005 and
carly 1900s. This power was
consolidated under Usman dan

sy and wis centeresd in north-
& I:? Fodio was a

uwm«ﬁﬂ-w' h.ﬂdﬂ

Truxy

Fulani Group from Niger Republic, during the

gy

af the conferatian in Africu Orgamised Passarad Resaive in

1o underiake & serics of holy
wani. Following the carly suc-
cess of Islamic warriors, non-ls-
lamic Fulani joined ranks with
their fellows to form an exten-
sive and powerful empire.

rica provided extensive links
the region that fos-

laim.

The Maasai ang located in
North central Tanzania, southern
Kenya. They speaks O Maa
INilotic),

Their neighboring peoples
are Sambun, Kikuyu, Kamba,
Chaga, Meru, Pare, Kaguru,

Gogo, Suluma

Thear types of art: Massai are

best known for their beautiful

al
phay

e e Fasdatak St

fic groups. Dairy products pro-
duced from Fulani caitle were

of the body, Beading paticrms.
dmwudbyudqmund
identify grades. Young men, who
often cover their bodies in ocher

these luxury items between vari-
ous groups along their nomadic
routes. Members of individual
Fulani clans often settied down

spend hours and days working
on ormate hairstyles, which are
ritually shaved as they pass into
the next age-grade.

among  their i
neighbors, intermarrying md
trading contacts for
future business transactions.
The two most significant fac-
s |n Fulani plnk.u.l wysleTos

Nilotic speakers and are linguis-
tically maost dircctly related 1o the
Turkuna and Kalenjin who live
near Lake Turkana in west cen-
uﬂxnmm&uwm
ool 1 thy

gsion In
m»mmumm.
Fulani man would have 1o com-
pete among his fellows for the
right to rule. He could show his
political favor by demonstrating
that be had & large following in
the form of individuals and fani-
hul!ymwbwuneh
client of fam-

ulwmlhqdnmw
near Lake Turkans. Massai are
pastoralist and have resisted the
urging of the Taneanian and Ken-

 mare

yan governments o sdopl.
aﬂimllry lifestyle. They have

Kaibmma,

into fowns and cities o purchase |
oods and supplies and to scll |
their cattle st regional markets, |
Muaasai also sell their beatiful
beadwork to the tourists with
J::ll they share their grazing

are embedded in age-grade sys-
tems which separte young men
und prepubescent girls from the
elder men and thelr wives and
children. When a young woman
reaches puberty she is usvally

marnied immedistely 1o an older
man. Until this time, however,
she may live and have sex with |
the youthful warrions. Offen |
women maintain close ties, both
social and sexual, with their
former boyfriends, even after
they are marmed. In order for |
men to marry they must first sc- |
quire wealih, a process tht takes |
time. Women, on the other hand,
are married al the onset of pu-
berty o prevent children being
bom out of wedlock. All chil-
dren, whether legitimate are not, |
wwm-umd
the woman's husband and |lll|
family.

The cow is slaughtored as an
offering during important cer-
emonics marking completed pas-
sage through one age-grade and

ol‘mwlonl purh in both

ily, & subject would offer tribute
in the form of gifis and political
sapport in exchange for the se-
curity of knowing that & person
with political power would be
Mhnmixﬂ: interests of

the subject.

Fulani religion is largely, il
not wholly, Islamic, Although
there are varying denmmm‘ oe-
thexdo:

10 the next. When
this

changing of the seasons. This
resistance has lod to § romanti-
cizing of the Maasai way of life
that paints thern as living ut peace
with nature.

Cattle are central to Mausai
economy. I'Iwyuer-dyhﬂag
bt imstead d s a

%y exhib
Fulani society, most adhere to at
least some of the basic require-
ments of the religion. 1t is usu-
ally the case that the wealthy and
powerful are amang the mosi ro-
ligious, while those who have
fewer resources are less likely 1o
observe their religion so strictly,
Isham has been used to justify the
holy jihads that brought the
northern territories of modem
day Nigeria under Fulani lead-
enship. It was not wnusual that
such political and economic
pains would be made for the

Fubdhi empire in the l-me_l;ll'll—

sign of wealth and traded or sold
1o setile debis. Their traditional
pruzing lands span from central
Kenya into central Tanzania,
Young men are responsible for
tending 1o the herds and often
Tive in small camps, moving fire-
quently in th scarch for

mmdulmﬂn'ml|
Ireatments to absolve social and |
moml transgressions. n recent
years Muasai laibon have carned
a reputation as the best healers
in Tanzania, Even as western
blomedicine gains ground, peo-
phe also continually search ou |
more traditional remedies, |
Maasai are often portrayed as |
PNPk‘ wha have not forgotien |

water and good grazing lands,
Maasai are ruthless capitalists
and due 1o past behavior have
become notoriows as cattle ns-
thers. At one time young Maasai
warrion set off in groups with
the express purpose of acquiring
illegal cartle. Misai often tmvel

of the past, and |

s lw:l\ their knowledge of tr-
ditional healing witys has eamed

them respect.
r«mwddlm;dtnrlsmw
and herb o the urban cemers of




Wednesday,

in the Federal Capital
Territory, the E i

fanunry

MFCT, Orpha
war over babies .t

fruily Trase

nage at

British Airways) and other
ital documents.

Secretary, Ms.

her bid to fully ascertain | Nasir Imam, Reporter & Onagoruwa, said that the
the mode of operations of Environment Editor allegations of theft could not
Victory ~ Motherless  paid o yuletide visit o be justified as the stafl who
‘ Home at ldwKarmo  home  alongside  her ted the home were led

inspec
colleagues with the aim of by the staff of the home,

Sccrotary, Social
Development Secretariat,
Ms. Bolande on
oad Skrked oniah

However, on arrival, Ms.
Sonia had alleged that the

wqualid state she and her
1l found the home

assessment tour of the home.
This is against the b

saying that there would have
been no room for stealing.
She added that the quest of

of the recent ﬂ]llll‘lbl'ﬂ
between the home and the
Ministry of the FCT as well

as some | pists on
the overall standard of the
home as a reforming centre,

It would be recalled that
trouble started when Ms
Sonia Chikelu Agbasi, a
London based human rights

Court

activist and philanthropist,

in ‘unkempt stake; they were
dirty, unwashed' and ‘clear
signs of infections on their

with the witha
view to helping the less
privileged. “We have a
responsibility 1o safeguard
the lives of every child.™ She
however charged the

heads'.

In a follow-up, the Minister
of the Federal Capital
Territory, Malam Nasir el-
Rufa’i, was alerted, upon
which he intervened in full
force, directing the Social

to take

propri of the home 1o
clarify the huge sums of
moncy often donated to the
home by in‘i\fid‘lllill I‘:

organisations considering

low standard of the home as
well ax  allegations of
financial demands by her
(Mrs. Ibe) from parents

with criminal breach
of trust, cheating and
ion of charscter.

Frances Charity lbe,
petitioned the manner the
FCT minister had come 1o her

b home 1o the

matter for lack of diligent
e e o

presidency. In her petition,
she claimed

the accused person,

The accused person,
Murtala Aliyu, was carly last
year charged 1o count by m:'

ol

that the
paid to the home on 23
December 2004 was “a case
of armed robbery, child

One of the inmates of Victry Motheriess
hspital ma the ovsder of FCT minister

Tribunal orders re_trial of
council chairman’s case -

he chairman of
Area Councils
ions Appeal Tribunal

The counsel 1o the

! Chief Karin
appealed the

o oy

DP) i iy
‘clndidll.e, Alhaji Sa'idu
Garba, levelled agpinst hi

Meanwhile, the lower
had earlicr

il leged
fraud of N16&, 000 and
further investigations on the

from the mi who

i i i iting in Abuja has ordered
discha rges the sick ones to hospital whm:ch;ld:? e mu?‘ Lm:u.;,a.m
. IR | o they woro dingnoscd o ome before they re-claim | Gy o igence the o
man ovel e wultiriag o db . s et
breach of trust called marasmus (acute tha Driiost the a:clnutiunr of
dlil | maloutrition) and  Mrs, [be, ricd thal the app o
By Benjamin Auta, septicaemia  (bacteria ..:1 she m,‘. is charity | ABainst the Chairman of
Crime reporter {Abuja imfection of blood stream).  and God's calling, explaming iy area council, Mr.
n Abujs Senior | In what appeared like that times without number, """H ; e ol Sabl
Magi * Court | di isfaction or 1 she had called on govemment mlrnb;:mnnn il
sitting in Jabi has | disonder, the of 1o assist her but all to know | Garba m “’“HM“K
t und scquitted one | the Victory Motherless avail Slm‘mmk?d that her |u1th ., Ihew.l‘ falco of
Babies' Home, Rv., Mrs,  petition o thep was g
Murtaln Aliyu who was | Babies” Home, Rv. Mrs 15y the Tatimidation the lower court on whether

the (ANPP) chairman of
G Ee i

stormed the home with
mgﬂdmﬂnadmv
On the sumber of

in the home, she said they
were about forty-five,
nddm"lnmduahhu
in 1998. Children hore are
cither abandoned, or brought
?mhyl’tﬂmwlmthﬁ

police on an allegs
defrauding one Maryam
Ndalolo of the sum of
NLTm.
Aceording to the police
Ia collocted the

obtsining by trick and child
unfficking”. She also accused
members of stafl of the
MFCT who were on the

report, Murtal

* B
stealing her money (about
300

of

died. Al times, pregnar
girls come here, get delivered
of their babies and leave the
babies for us 10 train after
which they retum to collect
them. They pay no money but
we receive aides from good
rited individuals."”

sent (o her by the  *P

An, _'Iu. was lified to
ml.':t the 24.'!;““ March 27
area council election or not.

The upper tribunal stated
in its ruling that the
documents  rejected in
evidence lower court
were relevant o prove l:cf

alleged misappropriations
NI6E, 000 and N200, 000
respectively, which the

Alhaji Saidu expressed
dlu:l?lflcliuo with the
i of the tnbunal in
favour of Angulu an
dismissed his tion. |

that the tribunal erred in law

i twa p t' lost
their lives in a fire

di that gutted o

il area in Mabushi
village, » shanty town
situated behind the Federal

Prelude) | Mi el'lflnutiulzg

minules is the harmattan
building materials used by
the 1 mainly sacks,
newspapers, woods and

tlher

others die in

Abuja Trust wt:;w

g
€
]
5

among which is that the
clection petition tribuna
erred in law as it beld tha
mbsence of evidence as 1«
cither ballot boxes wa:
tempered with from the
polling cenires to

centres, und thereby

dis-substantiated the result o)
the election.

Chief Tunyan furthe:

itted that tribunal ermec

in law when it rejected ir

evidence the certified tru

copy of a document entitled

of  [furthe
investigation on  the

LY
TEs| vely, n 1
(hpurwnln :m mm!:im

b el ok b
L

retried by the lower tmbuna
while it admitted in evidence
the certified true copy of the
document.

B2

i

Pregnant mothers complain of vaccine

with.
He blamed the i

turned  most  ordinary

| wormgated pneldicaorhelp  Nigeoians boggara in their

iy Lo M Contse,

the eatire immunisation.

process. 5
He added that the scarcity
of the BCG wvaccine

happened as a résolt of, -

Inability of the government 1o

the same view. She furthe:




State

Government  has

revealed that over
‘307 million naira was so far

N307m expended on |
inherited projects
—Commissioner

By Ahmed Abubakar,
| Correspondent (Kano)

Abdu Salibi made the |

stalement to the press and
said that so far more than
90 per cemt of the
l.hadmedmnfﬂw
past i ion have

flown to Saudi
Arabia

| ome 7,000 Muslims |
14 have so far been: flown

to Saudi Arabia from |

the Malam Aminu Kano |
International Airport for this |
veur's Halj.

-
Dircctorate of Pilgrims Affirs,
Kano zone, Alhaji Baffa
Chinade, told newsmen in
Kano at the weekend thal out

| The Co-ordinator of the f

been completed at the cost
o N306,T88,207.01 lnst year. |

Prof. Abdu Salibi
disclosed this while on an .

inspection projects
in Dambatta @ Dawakin
Tofa local government arcis
of Kano State.

The
however uplalud that
there is no justification in |
not continuing with the
abandoned
despite the huge resources

committed to them and the |

overwhelming bearing they
have on the rural people

eapecially in l:uemblc |
roads.

.He enjoined the firms |
handling such projects m

be agents of good

of some 12,000 pilgrims from | nm-' lllﬁP'E*ih"
the zone, only 5,000 are yet 10 | g5 glways preached by the
depart for the holy lund. | Shekarau led
He explained that those | administration. He
remaining would soon Iu' explained the essence of the

“Tonveyed and gave an |

assurance that if everything |

went as expected, the exercise

inspection four was o
ascertain the measure of
«quality and standard nl‘l!n:

would be pleted by |
tomorrow, Thursday.

The co-ordinator said the
zone recorded

tremendous achicvements as |

the operation was going on
smoathly.

He expressed the hope
that all the pilgrims would be
conveyed o the Holy Land
before the closure of Jeddah

“*Airpor.
Chinade commended the
e -:pcrntmn nl' the state

ndl the support of Kano Gov,
Ibeahim Shekaru und the Emir
of Kano, Alhaji Ado Bayero,
He appealed o the
~gpilgrims to be law-abiding in
Snudi Ambin.

Il work ad
bl:furt' uccepling  and
handing them over to the
appropriate authorities,

commissioner ;

projects |

il

{
|

Trusse

the keys to the mmpieu‘d

| Il: Mubi  Kofar
T
| Islamiyya school
and block of toilet and
bathrooms which cost the

Kano State government
about N4.3 million, has been

buildings to the benefi

communitics, the
commissioner of works and
housing, Professor Abdu
Salihi said the completed
project was initially started

F by the and later .
in the ministry of works and ~ government  assisted in
housing has said. completing the project.

Speaking during the Represented by the
handing over ceremony of  director of ad d

7 v Oguiniye, Chairmun, Howse of Comaitve an Inier geversmenial affoirs, whe jod |
-qmsmwm rreently.

'Mos ue, school construction gulps N4.3m

general services in the
ministry, the commissioner
said government is always
ready toidentify with projects
and services that a'c geared
rowards improving the living
standard of the people i onder
to render its help in
completing them

The commissioner also
waid it is high time for various

Dala LG pledges support for pilgrims

tlgrims 1o this year's
Tajj from Dala local
government have

been assured of adequate
\Ill'lpﬂll and assistance o
facilitate their worship
successfully, the council
chairman; Alhaji Mahmud
Sani Madukun Gini gave the
HSSUrAnCe.

Speaking at the closing
ceremony of & two-week
worship for the intending

i MPR Nasows Hombor o Prestlemt Obame b bl

| B, Mustapha Isah Kwaru,
Correspondent (Kano)
pllsntna from the area, the
council chairman said
appropriate modalitics that
will halt the possible
difficubties that may befall the
worshipper before and after
pilgrimage were evolved.
He pointed out that these
proactive measufes give a
clear signal that the local
government is ready 1o

| action

| warning that defaulters will

| seek the intervention of | |1
- T | appropriate officials when | |
’n..nmwgrmmmmmmumunuﬂ

salvage the lives of its
populace against any |
inconveniences cither home |
or abroad, saying however
that it was a mandate of any
reasonable political office |
holder.

to cogage in
establishing projects that wili
help in developing themselves
and the entire communit
adding that communitics
should change their attitudes
of waiting for the government
10 do every hing for them.
Prof. Salibi also called on
bﬂlll N-\snrnw\-a and Mubi

Alhaji Madakin Gini | |4

hinted that the hajj commitee | |

of the mrea has recommended
ways of overhauling the
welfare of the pilgrims,
stating that the
recommendatipns are being |
deliberated for necessary

The local government
boss however cautioned the
pilgrims against misconduct
oand  violation of the
regulations of the Saudi
Arabian government, |

face the wrath of the law
Responding the pilgrims |

centre office of the arca,

Alhaji Sharif M h

applavded the council forits | |

unrelenting support towards |
hitch-free and successful |
pilgrimage. |
He ndviced them to desist
from reckless spending and

problems or uncerizinty
befalls them, |

shede= ity

v

communities 1o use and
1k i the buildings for the
purpose which they were
b and intended for so as
to last long.

Earlier, Mallam Abduluziz
who received the keys of the
building on behalf of the
communitics thanked the
stste government particularly
"> ministry for helping them
in achicving their set target.

He also said children as
leaders of tomonmow would be
able to receive proper
education and training
through the Islamiyys adding |
that it would also help in
changing the attitudes of
their children towards a betier
position.
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Market association tasks LASG |

Exo TrusT

on incessant fire outbreaks

:T he Chairmin of | muugam 1 mmnmdx;
Owonifarl Market w orr: {Lagos) T
| A (eloc- it m-m::a_aﬂumhed:;
(tronicx), Oshods, in Lagos Mr.  state ended up gutting a  (EF8 90 |
[ Yissa Opuricayodehascallod  whole buildiog having at least one fire extin-
o guisher in their homes or
|u|| Iilcli.llo wmnl o part of major markcts sx s ro- shops In caxe of fire out-
| overhal the various fircser-  sult of lack of water with bewak”
mwmﬂm in the state. which to quell them. Ogunkayode however
Speaking against the * Many of our traders fo- saied the money Ouhodi trad-
| backdrop of kencs of firc out-  day, have remained in pains o spent in rebuilding the
|h|uhm markets and other m.lJulllmhemmﬂu market when it was consumed
lting in loss  that would have b by fire some years ajgo had not
(of lives and propertics worth  ifonly fire servicemen called  been paid until now, he won-
| biltions of naira, the Oshodi — at the initial stage of the fire  dered why government did
traders said the unavailabil-  outhecuk had water, is left 1o not deem it fit 1o equip fire sta-
| ity mnud weak basic fire fight-  escalate until it successfully  tions 10 enable workers carry
ingequipment forquelling fire  gutted the whole shops, all  out their job more effectively
| outhreaks are responsible for  because they lacked water to He berated the govern-
the many misfortuncs effectively put off the fire”,  ment for the poor performance |
befilliing tmders. lie il of fire servicenen and the se-
Mr. Ogunk de said A fing o him, both  ries of excuses they usually |
that unless an argent atten-  the fode] and state govem-  give when called upon.
tion was given to the fire ser-  ment should give priority o~ ™ How do you expect
vice stations by ensuring that  the services rendered fire ser- ‘W:'l:’“*r *‘“’rﬂ;*:ml:
they are adequately equipped.  vicemen and equip all sta- " coume o
by upgrading the already tions to enable them tackle Na;.m:lfm;: 2]
t 3 P 1 & %)
mmﬁfx:‘;ﬂﬁ: M-‘“‘;,“Dmf“m such person, is ridiculous snd Amwmmmummquwmm
business men and women,  vice stations revealed a very | bsolutely unheard of”. hmwm
privato and public institu-  sad situation, as some of the 31 5 dl t t t k t
ety senin 3185 coys indicate interest in car park projec
\any help from the organ  arc barely surviving”, be la- o fewer than 315 cor  which could only accom-  the old rate of N20,000 peran-  meters which would work 1o-
saddlod with the responsibil- — mented. firms have so  modate & car af a time al-  fum (o purchase a sticker that  gether with the smart cards,
ity 1o combat fire. He also lamented that far subscribed 10 the  tracted N40,000,per anum ﬂ@w}ﬁz mzdlrw-_
The market traders boss  most residents in the state, | car project > cxplained that vehicle
ad the State Gov- 10 his or bher car o year in order to give the  owners would no longer pa-
etied that most of the traders did ot | Uonby the Lage Vo endp NG00  iclonse, s e trunizc touts who currenit
i\ g i wheel clamp had  collects at least N100 per hour
Professionals launch NGO | s smtg ol viices oo persmmbabuinantdsr 1o ol 9iten il ma;:.n..um
The Managing Director/ anywhere in thearca.  of the parking project which  moment joct takes off.
to assist less pn\lleged e e P s aai et csrpo: _ would o vaw by sy vo+ - Acoseding 10 hisk, 10 caed
- Nigeria Limitod, con- ~ ate fims on Victoria Island  bicle parked illegally in the  which F&mmm
G_I-F__*I:tdfgﬁbh “eﬁuuh'imﬂimn; "_;E'!’“.m ml mmm Vo dlar s g g o '. %
o i Dudi; disclosod this & ing that satisfied  expected to be used by car  anywhere on Lagos Island
m_‘ﬁﬁ“hm uh."h‘..“’:" Jent in o :i'mﬂnmmmu owners on Lagos Island with 15 minutes of grace.
Noa Governmenial Organiza-  som of the sirsicgics t beip the said had reduced traffic  ever the State Parking Project  He said the moment a car
thom ke s Helpirig Hand O chilieen inelided, facilitating congestion in the ares. kicks-off in the arca, has been — owner parks, he would insert
panization o assist less privi-  regulne moetings between He said firms were still  designed by Tempool Nigeria  the smart card inside the
leged children in the society. aid major players in the adimin- asked 10 pay N40, 000 per  Limited, consultants to the meter and a slip which would
The Chatrman of the group,  istrtuon of the country st all lev- slot which allowed them to  #tate government on the indicate the time he parked
M. Oteri Dafinone said ot 8 elsof fnd park ane car while private the expected time of de- |

news conference jointly ad-
dressed by him and Rev, Lsim
Giws-Amu, the matron in Lekki
that the organiration would avinl

He waid the group would
cotact relightns instittbons for
nnlﬂlh"lhlﬂpn\iepd-m

and pick childien of drivens,
.-r: coika who ure work-
| g fo the rich i Victuria i,
l.dh-lilhm others.

I!hwmk,"%mmur
fer a helping hand fowards the
| cneation of a new dawn of hope,
Faith and prosperity for the Ni-
gerian child, capecially the poor
and the needy.

onside the

“We want 10 provide snd
wvail the children with unique
opportunitics of meeting with

tionsl milers, Captado of indus-
tries, Managing Directon of
Multinational companics, Banks

Ambrsadon, Avade-
micians and religious leaders
among ollsers o create Mo
bt cvensts o reshape their des-
tinies,” he ndded

Cheabrmag of the stwied fur-
iher thal the group was con-
vinced that with financial snd
enaterial suppert and 3 firm com-
mitment from Govermmen! and
privite corpantions, the project
wonld turn around the destinies
of the hopeless children

He sand the programmes of
evenis linod up by the group this

“These children lack busic
oduesiion or survivid skills, bat

lh-uwhﬂm‘-nlh’ﬂﬂmd =
contriliute materially and fisan- |
chally towards roducing poverty
wmong the children

L

cial woeld both in Nigeria and I first-come-first-serve basis.

to i, cach it

individuals would still pay

Han, Dayo Ogunniyi (left) chairman, house commlttee on inter-governmental affaies lis- |
teming to Mr. Femi Pedro, deputy governor Lagos State during a visit to Alausa secre- |
tariat.. recently.

Dada said the Parking

that would be affordable Ilyl
the people of the state and |
any visitor 1o the state.

“The card would be
wnictly for parking only. Other
use would nullify the pur-
chase and it would be valid

| for six months from the date
| of first use and one year from
[ date of purchase,” he said,

The Tempool boss said
the profect weould take ofT iy
medintely the state governor, |

Asiwaju Bola Tinubu ratifics
| it

He expressed optimism
that the scheme would be |
successful because his firm
had taken pains to carry out
the designs, surveys and pro-
vided other necessary tech-
nical dotails.

He said a wheel clunp had |
been produced for the pur-
| pose of the parking project |
which would be used 1o key |
any vehicle parked Hiegally in |

the arca.



member of the House:

of Represcniatives

ting Nnewi

North/South/Ekwusigo fed-
i g L

of.

Assassination bid 0nAnambra Rep fails |

By Zalash Atimi, Polivical
Reporier (Repy)

Nnewi following a letter he

wiole o the president and

* State, Dr. Harry Oranezi, has

= general munager, publica- |

recounted the foiled ussas-
sination sttempt on his life.
Dr. Oranezi, who 15 also
the Deputy Chairman Com-
mittee on Health, disclosed

the goneral of po-
Imdnnﬂ')mnhw&m
in which he alerted them on
the alleged assassination
plot.

"‘\'-mmnm n [Imuhw

this a1 a press briefing yes-
iwrduy at the Nutional As-
sembly, where he nlno sanid

7, 2004, 1 g from
one orllle Hakassi boys that
Anambra thugs would be
vullmg my house with the

that the

six whi had been sent w take
his lifie, kifled his police aide,
ane constable Patrick
Anugba instead.

He said that the late
Anugha was one of two con-
wtables who had been sent
o hiis residence in the village
by the srea commander of

lar mission to climi-
m me. This prompted me
o write the IGP, the president
and the DG, SS8. On getting
home on December 24, 2004,
| discovered that two police
constables had been posted
10 my house. They were there
throughout activitics at my

Dtt‘klnmdnclnmdllﬂ
he retumed to Abuja on Janu-
iy 6, 2005 following a call b
got o retum o lown o at-
tend 1o the on-going strike
embarked opon by resident
doctors i the country,

“Following my retum, my
wife catlled me 10 tell me that
Pat, one of the security po-
licemen was dead. Acconding
s her, some people number-
ing six had invaded my
house asking for me, dead or
alive™

He suid that he called the
area communder of the Nnewi
area command who investi-
gated the matier, took pho-
tographs of the late Pat and
deposited his compse at the
mortury.

house during the yuletid

Akwa Ibom gov dissolves

cabinet

e Governor of Akwa
I Ibom State, Arch
(Obong) Victor Attah,

fns dissolved his 18 mem-
bers' cubinet of 16 commis-
sioners and the only two spo-
cial advisers.

Announcing the cabinet
dissolution yesterday, the
Secrctary to the state gov-
ermment, Efiong Essang, af-
ter the state executive mect-
ing. said the names of four
commissioners and two spe-
cinl advisers were presented
to the state House of Assem-
hily for confirmation,

Daily Trust gathered that
some of the

| Wrom Kdet Ekancos (Uyw) |
nons, Champion newspa-

pers; Donutus Okon, & uni-
versity lecturer and current
chairman, Akwa Thom State
Scholarship Board and Oken
Emuh, & medical doctor and

specinl advisers include Jue
Udobia who hails from
Mkpat Enin and Monday
Udofa from Ini local govem-
ment arca.

ly not
Iheﬂwynl'hh!duimlhl
Dr. Otz wis ot around,
the ansansins  allegedly
broke a window and forced
their way into the house

on the head. Amazingly, they
didn't take anything from my
house, scconding (o my sis-
tex. Had | succumbed 1o pres-
sure 1o stay behind on the
6*, | would have been picked

up,” Ornnei said.

Sokoto urged to purchase
farmers’ excess gnuns

whise files were in order will
be re-uppointed wheteas six
of them whose names were
not disclosed might go.
Reading the numes of the
new exceutive council mem-

Sokoto State gov
I hax been
called upon to assist

farmers in the stale by puor-
chasing the excess gruins di-
rect from the farmers &0 pro-
duce enough food.

This call was

assault

Wedne

Secunty chiefin court for alleged

Ok

Sded that his cli-

been given 1o the
ant as proasised.
H%euid!h-l when the

¥ d his

peared in court on a five-

payment at the
orpanisation’s office along
with two others, the accused

i 10 beat them

count charge, including as-
samll.

Alkor, 37, appearcd before
an Abuja Serior Magistrates”
Count for alleged criminal

up s the result of which their

breach of trust, ch
nmhnr.mlmdnwad

assault. The d was
said to have collected o
Peugeot 406 prestige car val-
wod al N2.6 millioa, from Pri-
om)r Maotors, Abujs.

Frectancer In Sokeie
acomprehensive agriculturl
development for the benefit
of farmers in particular and
the community as a whole

They therefore called on

ina insued at

bers 1o the law shers, the
Speaker of the state’s House
of Assembly, Chief Nelson
Efiong, callod on the law rmak-
ors (o approve the Tist with-
out delsy. Those whose
names were subimitted w the
Assembly as commissioners
mclude Mr. Parchi Umoh, a
lormes joumalist and one lime

the end of the mocting of All
Farmers Apex Associntion,
Sokoto State chapter, signed

| by its Chairman, Senstor

Hello Jibrin (the .bw.lm

the state m o give

mone priocity o agrculivre as |

pledgod by the state gover-
nor last year during the
launching of the fertiliver

Noman, Sarkin M.

and made available o fhr-fy

Truat in Sokoto, recently.
The communiqué

Emir of Ilorin extols
virtues of late Sardauna

Emir of Horin, Alhaji

Tieabiien Zubu Gambari,

has extolled the ster-

ling virtues of late Sardauna

of Sokoto and premier of the

Northern  Region,  Sir
Ahmady Bello,

Speaking while receiving
the National Hijrah Commit-
iee led by Alhsji Ahmad
Kamal in his palace, the emir
recalled the monumental
achicvements of the late

Jama“at Nasie (JNI) and the
establishment of the world
= Muslim league.

Alhaji Gambari also

From Abdulrassg Adebayo,
Correspondent (Herin)
emphasised the need for
lorin indigenes and all
Kwarany 10 always identify
themselves with the northem

I dn:lmordll‘hm varicty of

police of-
| rw.w'mua,mu
| judge, Malam Lamido Kabir,
| that the incident was reported
by one (Matoye Peicr of the
Priority Motors, on Now. 11,
binst

year,
Udeh said the scoused,
| the head of the organisation,
gave the complainant & job
order for the supply of the
said vehicle.
He said
organisation promised o pay
N1 million within a week while:

that  the

| ceutor, the vehicle had been
| supplicd and no moncy has

Deputy gov tasks ]ournalsts

‘on politics

Deputy Gover

I nor, Alhaji Armaya’s

; Abubakar, on Monday
participate

laring the sth del-
[ the Ni-

i ,

Tlorin in which participants |
would be drawn from Ssudi
Arabia among other foreign

nations,

genia Union of Journalists
(NUJ) Taraba chapter,
Abubakar said such partici-
panon would change the pat-
tem of politics in the coun-
wm“ﬂm
| )nuulul.l w ‘remen-

should actively be involved
in politics to ensure its sus-
tenance. “Journalists should

be involved in politics 1o

maodify and change i,” he
saidd.

Abdullahi Buba, sppealed

Police arrest couple for
duping Okada operator

he Anambra State
Commissioner of Po
lice, Mr. Felia

Ogbaudu, yesterday. pa-
raded a couple, Mr. and
Mrs. Alphonsus Mobi, for
allegedly conspiring lnll
duping an f

in police custody and ad-
journed the case 1o Jan. 17,
fior ruling on bail application.

By Westrics Ounchakwe,
vliger Avtey
arrangement, the couples
waid, “the family of Dr. Mobi
Ogobiolu of Ire village,
Abba-Njikoka local govern-
mient area of Anambes State,

commencial Mmychap—
erator (okada), of a sum of
NSO, 000,00
According 1o Mr.
. the couple faked
the death and planned
burial arrangement for Mrs.
Mary Anti Mobi, alleging
that she was knocked down
by the okada operator last
year, along
Ugwunagbamkpa strect,
Onitsha.

Ogbaudu also stated
that some of Mrs. Mobi's

regret o d the
death of our daughter,
Auntic, Mother, Mrs. Mary
Anti Mobi (Noe Tagbo), at |
the age of 45 yeary, whose
sad event occurred on 30
August, 2004, she is sur-
vived by e hushand, two
children and a brother
amongst whom are...”

The obituary also said,
“the burial arrangement: Fri-
day: 12* November, 2004.
Wake keeping at Dr. Mobi's
compound, Abba, Satur-
day, 13* N ber, 2004:

later
the okada operator, main-
taining that the accident
victim had died, and de-
manded the sum of NEO,
000,00 to cover her burial
cxpenses, but, were given
advance payment of

Ogbaudu further alicged
that the couple said the
woman was admitted i sn
undisclosed hospital and

time, 10.00am., body leaves
general hospital, Onitsha o
Dr. Mobi's compound,
Abba, 4pm. - Interment.”
in his reaction, Mr.
Mobi however, distanced
himself, cluiming that one of
his in-laws brought the
news of his wilc's death 1o
hix home at Ire, but admit-

| racy in the country, they




sty Tment

o dong myhiwwm!lw
economic fortune of the
state.

he

Minister  of
\ and Furil

'g?'h paration (NNPC) have
hmwpdwnﬁmwm
unetion restraining the

commitice members of the

IPMAN, Kaduna.

The former e:mnry
general of IPMAN, Allujgl
Abdullahi 1sa, said that |
despite Several corres- |
pondences w0 both the &rput|
mandager and the area
mannger of the Kadunna

he Corps Marshal and
Chief  Executive
Federal Road Safety

Commission, Major Generl
Halidu Hananbya (rd), has
disclosed that accidents
were reduced o the bearest
minimum between
| September and December
last year.

He disclosed this in an
wddress at the FRSC annual
workshop for  Public
Ldanlmt’)m.m held at the

Body raises
N3.5 trillion
for food
production

By Hassan ldris, Reporier
(Agriculture) with Agency
Report

he Global Crop
Diversity  Trust
(GCDT) based in Ialy

under the auspices of the
Food Agriculture Organi-
sation (FAQ) has revealed

plans to rise US $260 mijlion |

NEewS |
Nigeria records reduction in

road accidents

Hakiys A. Mohammad,
Correspondent (Jos)

Jos  zonal
headquarters.
Muaj. Gen. Hananiya who
was represented by the

command

. Assistant Corps Marshal

{Operations), Engr: Yern Agom,

attributed the low rate of

(.mmnmum qxwmm &mMn m:umwm-rmmm myo{aﬁr

accidents 1o efficient
publicity and enlightenment
efforts during the 2004 ember
months” campaign.

He expressed appre-
ciation o members of the
press for giving proper
coverage o FRSC activities
which he noted had faci-
Titated, 10 & large extent, the

Ekiti hegms construction of Presidential Lodge

- FRSC boss

education of the general
public on the need for safety
CONSCIOUSNOSS,

According to him, the
multiple effect of the
workshop s Id be a
grassroots oriented public
awnrencss campaign and a

Pro-active approd e
=

held in Birnin Kebbi recently

OBASANJO’S VISIT:

chalets designed for the
president s nides would gulp
over N 100 million, said effort
is being made to provide
adequarte security within and
around the government
house in antici-pation of the
wvisil.

Meanwhile, the Chiel
Press Secretary (CPS) 1o the

wernor, Mr. Idowu Adoluri,

denied the allegation that
the former speaker of the

urged the people to
cooperate with the police to
check criminals. He an-
nounced that the command

(about N3.5 trillion) to help
A statement issued by
the GCDT said that the goal
of the Trust is to raise a US | o ! Qur ‘anic Recitati i
$260 million endowment from |
government, foundations |
and corporations, and (o [
eradicate poverty and
Rustain our environment
through ensuring the Adbebolu (Hadipo,
conservation of the crop I :;vﬂ:km‘::" M:::i mwdenr Ado-Ekit
d.wcnlllyllmunécrpm.‘l'ood conminced i cons- prujccl located within the
security worldwide | truction of a multi-million government house, Ado-
The statement added thal | oo precidentia Lodge in Ekiti, yesterday said the
the ”"“‘I"‘:ﬁ: :Jnﬂ‘;: preparation for the visit of prosident.hiss- welite Im'“n
E!\dmhlllﬂl | : 1 - um
ey sl S | v b e S APy, 1
of s most imponant i
crop diversity collections, “T::m:onum‘ Mr. Ayo of April, 2005.
many of which are in | Eyyoce, who bricfed yong F,',’°, Joinne o
need of financial i a1 AR et e "
Aeiianss: . ut the s dential Lodge and the official "¢
Al the moment, the Trust . . .
W ST Police arrest bullion van, raid suspects
million in commitment s with TI\: Apambra State  Commissioner of Police, Mr
m:mlhcr S‘J‘(P. million under Police Command  Felix Oghaudu said that three
discussion with government, says ithas amested all — policemen were killed during
foundations and cor- | the major actors in the the robbery.
porations, the said. | broad day light robbery of » Although Ogbaudu did

According to the state-

ment, problems of poverty |

and environmental degra-
dation are more com-plex and
muore urgent than ever before
in history, we can only hope
1o find solution if we take mio
ncoount the parmmount role
that agricul-ture plays in
buman devglo-pment

NOR-ZOVErnmen
tal organisation,
Anti-drug Abuse

Inter-national, is st 10 drig
six herbalists 1o court for vio-
lating theethics of homeo-
pathic practice,

The herbalists were al-
leged 1o have violated recom-
mendations of the Federal
Ministry of Health on the

bullion van last October in
Onitsha.

The News Agency of
Nigeria (NAN) reports that
the van was said o be
carrying millions of Naira
from a First Bank branch and
that nine persons lost their
lives in the incident

= g 10 MEWSImen on
Monday in Awka, the St

not disclose the amount
recovered from the suspects,
he also said that another
attempted robbery at the
Onitsha branch of Afri Bank
was stopped by the
command and the suspects
wrrested by the police.

He said that the commund
was determined to fight
crminals w a stundstill and

had discovered that some
traditional rulers in the state
did not have certificates of
recognition as first class
rulers.

proje safiety ideas in the
vanious FRSC commands

Also  speaking, the
missioner for Infor-
Plateau State,
was the special guest at the
occasion, commended the
efforts of the commission at
enting and reducing
trafTic accidents

House of Assembly, Mr. K.
Adafermi and the former
commissioner for finance, Mr.
Bayo Aina were locked out of
their privite residence,

Addressing journalists
yesterday, Mr.  Adelusi
explained that the state

Let states handle
pilgrims’
.u.unnmml.lilun. |

I

I ims Welfare Agency, |
Alhaji Mu'azu Mada-
wakl, has appealed to the federal |
10 aflow stwies io

He expl i that last
year, the command found out
that some communities had
two traditional rulers with
cach claiming 10 be the
uuthentic ruler of his domain,

drag herbalists before court

Dr Ikechukwu [dimogo,
Chairman of the NGO, told
newsmen in Onitshayester
day those practicing homeo-
pathics were supposed o
submit themselves and their
credentials for screening

He said ull premises or
climics where homeopathics
ure practiced should be in-
lpu:ued m ensure they met

of h

dici

dard in

I.ermlufequbuwmdhy

jene.

Idimogo alleged that the
herbalists employed the ser-
vices of o lnwyer who nssisted
them 1o register as homeo-
pathic practitionens without
being screened and their pre-
mises inspected.

“There are some groups
of wraditional healers who
have cmn—cllpﬂnd wnhnul

cal doctors with established

specinlist  hospitals  in
Ohitsha,™ he said.
Idimogo called on the fid-

ernl government o implement
the 1992 Health Edict 78

m‘s\mulc accommodation for
their pilgrims in Medina, Saudi
Arabia.

Madawaki said: “We shoubd
be allowed W do this just like
we do in Mecea.”

He tald the News Agency

| of Nigeria (NAN) in Sokolo on
| Monclay that stales were in 8

amendment decree and rec- |

ommendation established in
1988, The edict states thai
herbalists should be sepa-

better position 10 negotiale
desired accommodation, saying
this allowed for betler co-
ordination.

“Unlike in Mecca, the
pilgrims from vanous sales s
mined up in the houses in
Modina,”™ he sid, explainiog that
the present wrangement made
proper  co-ordination  and
supervision  of pilgrims
cu

“The states have been
elamouring for this for the past
few years. We hope the federal

rated i d
tors

e hanll
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ine accidents in Jigawa
anu: in the 2004 has
gutted over 300 vil-
lages killing 19 people, while
thousand of lives stock were
roanted ay several thousands
of people were also displaced
ecarding to reports relewsed
10 Dy Trust by officials of
the fire department in Dutse,
Acecording to the release
made available to our report-
ers, the incidence occurred m

From ilavan A. Karofi,
| Correspondest Dutve
all communitics of the state
between January 2004 to De-
cember same year. The re-
lease alwo revealed that the
dopurtment received over 51
calls for various cases of ac-
cudents from the public,

The release indicates that
58 people were rescued from
varjous fire incidence, while
19 dicd and 21 rescue calls

Occulusm. Don blames
igerian leaders

ugu political
leaders in Nigerin
¢ to hlsme for

stape”

aity v

INECWS

Fire guts 300 villages in Jigawa
=19 died in inferno

were recorded from several
people in the state in 2004,
The Director of Fire Service
in the state, Alhaji Al Ahmed
Gumel, the department hax
saved property worth N4SSm
in the aver 300 cases of fire
incidence that rocked f least
over 300 villages in the stale
The department had alio
revealed that propenty worth
N12m wore equally lost in ihe
recorded infernos, even as
severdl thousands of special
services mnging from water
| provision, and others were
n:qnnlly carried out by the
in the year under
mu:u
Alhaji Gumel further re-
vealed that the fire depart-

Nigeriin parents should al- | ment had spread its activities
ways provide the required |t varius section of the state

level ol for thelt

mast cuxes of i sayy
Profl. Suleiman Bogor of the
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa
University, Banchi.

Hogaro wok this stand on
Monday at 8 workshop for
logal government welfare of-
ficers in Bauchi,

the reasoncd that Gghting
occultism would always end
in failure, “so long as |hcn
same leaders are in ch

children snd wands, ty pre-
pare them for useful member-
ship of the woclety, he
stressed.

leading to vanous live sav-
ing abilities that resulted in
the drop of casualties being

recorded yearly in ihe stuie

NYSC boss plans
better package for staff

he NYSC Direetor-
Gienorl, Yusuf Bomol,

promation resilts of desery-
ing stail were roleased.

| the police, the polity and po-
Titheaul power™,

According 1o Bogoro: “Oc-
cultsm i 5o well-known that
the Migerian society has been
forced 1o enact laws against
it in schools and other public
places,

“The occultists often en-
gape in vengeance attacks |
‘i ritual killings to the utter
| disggust of the public.”

In his view, *the problem
‘can be tackled only with the
concerted efforts of every
imember of the society.

“In that regard, the Nige-
(rian elite have a major role to
| play,” Tuming to other mat-
(ters, Bogoro blamed the rise
(of drug abuse and “the
| Yandaba or Area boys syn-
|drome” in the country on
| “parents, whao fail to provide |
| the necessary morl training |
 fuor their chilidren at the early |

P Hto
u high premium on the wel-
farc of staf¥ of the direciore
| for the success of the

scheme.
A resolution of the NYSC
annual i

management meeting
| tssued today in Abujs, said
umumphmwuuhlllhrwm

“Consid: the high cot
of building materials in the
market, we are looking at the
possibility of reviewing up-
ward the amount of money
given s Joun to staff to ben-
efit from the loans,” he said.

Bomoi said there was need
1o train and retrain staff w be

to-d ith man-

| u effoctive mnmn;ol'lhe
scheme.

| Bomoi promised w build a
| highly motivated workforce
| for effective service delivery
| through an open door admin-
pstrution and the involvement

| of all stuili

agement skills.

He charged the stafl man-
ugement unit of the director-
aie to explore avenues such

us ASCON and Centre of |

Management Dovelopment
for the truining of staff.

He said that plans by his
it it forum of the

in policy i
tation.
He said the scheme would

office
former director-
chiel executives of the
scheme.

Wednese

.l-. Stte famm Ehrahiden .TMW -‘afmiwi'} and the Emir of Kane, Alhail Dy, -ld‘t

Qamlk fvacher M.Imr-umm m.mm \uﬂ Abacha Indoor H-IJ. m recently

Environmentalist marks

birthday in desert

nenvirammentil cni-
sader, Chief Newion
ibunoh, at the week-

end i Makoda, Kano State,
marked his 67th birthday in
the descrt, where he had
| planted trees.
| The News Agency of Nige-
ria (NAN) recalled that
Jibunoh had, carlier in the
yeur 8l a ceremony marking
the planting of the trees, said
he would mark the birthday
there.
An NGO, Fight .I\'luul

cluding the Kano State

Mlkol.ln.wdtlwdmmbell
duced by FADE was im-

Deputy G Alhaji
Mugaji Abdullahi, saida NAN
correspondent.

Abdullahi, wha repre-
sented Gov, Ibrahim She-
karau, ot the occasion, said
Nigeria necded the type of
courage and determunation,
exhibited by Jibunoh to solve
its numerous social, eco-
S e

pacting positively on the |
peaple of the area. |

“Since we are directly and i
actively involved in this
scheme, we see sume a8 our
own project and nol just us
one of those government
schemes,” he said.

While thanking his guests,
Jibunoh sald thit the tree belt

Hoadvised Nigerians 1o sp-
prociate the fuct that the
country s problems were not

Desert
(FADE), founded by Jibunoh,
is champloning the develop-

and | ot of tree shelter belts in

the 10 desert-prone states.

He urged the federal gov
ermnment, the governments of
the 10 sheler belt states as
well as local and international

also embrace information 3
| technology through Bnmm said this would en- | The birthday ceremony  NGO's to rally round FADE
hiving and d " p from | was attended by top govern-  in its crusade against desent
| of NYSC activities. it of ex fihe | ment functionaries and u:hr: h

| Tomoi xaid the scheme had W"'!f ies, in-  He said that the state gov-
initiated discussions with rel- ermment would remain com-
v per sooriess | NBA honours Fawehinmi mited to FADE's projects
| ensure that the long delayed kejo chapter of the Nige  cormuption, particularly inthe | they touched on the

——Re———r e Innn BI:: Atwc“;:tjmu c;mdmn;:}ulmu!mrm peoples’ lives.

{NBA) has sel s . igeria, addeded, 1
150f every yoarasa date to  The branch's idea of thg ~ A1s0 speaking, 4 commu-

Jigawa police kill
four robbers

Th:]upwlsmt police

h.l
u gang of armed rob-
(bers believed 1o have been
termorising commaunities in the
sute, killing four as severl
‘others ran away afler they
nccosted the gang during an
‘operation along the Gaya-
Dutse road.

According to the force
(public officer ASP, Sunday
 Digha, the police team under
Sergeant Inuwa Idi and six
others had earliee uuled Ihe

| From Hassan A, Karofi,

| ¢ werepundent Dutye
Muhnmnnd, Usaini Muhn
mmad, Dahiru Mok

celebrate Lagos-based legal
luminary, Chief Gani
Fawehinmi,

Mr Adckunle Ojo, the
Chairman of the branch,
dropped the hint in Ikejn,

philosophy powering and
sustaming Fawehinmi's cri-
sadex, he uid, was what they
had termed * Fawehinmism”.

(J)n said the theme for this
year's st mnunl (‘hlct’(’lm

and lsa Maldoya who are be-

_ lieved to hail from Kano and

Jiguwa Stales.

Meanwhile civil organi-
sations in the state have
raised an atarm over the alle-

while briefing on the

ities to cel- nmmhudlslla theme: “Tllc
chmie Fawehinmi's 40th year  Chall fLegal A
at the bar, in Nigena™ it is expected to

** Javuary 15 of every year

| would now be observed in

gation that the suid armed |

gangs killed were first ar- |

rested before they were killed
in extra judicial circumstan-
ces

‘up by polim Iuldlﬁ’mw ln
the point where they motin-

[property.
| Amang the robbers killed
by lho_gn_:l_il:n were ldris

A g o nuwll

xm;.:a Saturday. m

town with them

only 10 tum on Monday with
news that they were killed
duning a shot out.

honour of the icon (Fawe-
hanmi),™

o said.

He noted that between Jan.
15, 1965, the year Fi

hold on Jan. 15 at the Lagos
Airport Hotel.

Ofo said the lecture would,
among other things, ignite
pwhnia:!nm!mllu‘y«mn.

nity leader, Alhaji Haruna

Kwara to grade
traditional rulers

wara State Govern

ment is et to grade

nd upgrade tradi-

tional rulers 1o fully tap their

support for its projects and

programmes, an official has
announced.

Haji Nimota Ibrahim, the

"1 move
Trom and

was called to the bar, and now,
“he has moved beyond be-
ing merely 8 name of face, but
uluouu,an institution for so-

than just & lu]w bt & real
paunhliud irrepressible

ofmndﬂ-ul'

dﬂﬂllllll:! st myordiut netiv-
ism for the achievement of a

N, "

pt:mnm Mﬁm listed as fec- |
turers m are Prof.
Akin Oyebode, Mr Olisa |

{SAN), M kac Ade- |
koya tgﬂl . lmram
Smith snd l'}r Abubakar
Momah.

C fior Local Gov-
ermment and Chieftaincy Af-
fairs, made this known at o
forum organised by govern-
ment for the Ormi-Armn coun-
cil aren.

He said government had
also commitied N40 million to
“the welfare of rulers and
other material p.m

scheme which took off in
Kano lust year would be ex-
terwled to Jigawa and Katsing
States this

Jibunoh said that the
project would, over the next
three years, cover the remuin-
ing seven desert-prone
states of Sokoto,
Kebbi, Zamfarm, Bomo, Yobe, |
Bauchi and Gombe,

The Kano State govern-
ment had announced a dona-
tion of N2 million towards the
promotion of FADEs activi-
ties, while each of the 44 lo-
cal govemment areas in the
state pledged N100, 000,

ditions. |

“Plans are underway by |
this administration (o address |
the 1ssue of grding and up- |
grading of our chiefs and |
obas in the state,” Ibrahim
said.

She alw tsked the royal |
fathers “to assist government |
by giving their full support o i
the Saraki administration for |
the overall development nf'
the state™.

In his comments, the Ofore |
of Oro, Obs Abdulrafiu
Ajiboye-Oyelarn, lauded the |
government’s initiative on |
the grading r;u:‘ warl

Mty

ool

avalih amalh ol
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Police arrest suspected
killers of minor

he police in Bauchi

harve arrested the vil-

lage hend (not named)
of Gazaki in connection with
the murder of a seven-year-
old boy, for alleged ritual pur-
poses.

Four other persons were
also arrested in connection
with the incident, which oc-
curred in Gazaki village in
Bogoro local government
area,

The News Agency af Ni-
gerin (NAN) learnt that the
boy was beaten 1o death by
his captives, who also alleg-
edly removed his genitals and
other organs.

The Comnissioner of Po-
lice, Alhaji Muktar Abbas,
confirmed the incident, add-
ing that all the suspects were
being interrogated.

He said the suspects were
arrested following a tip-off.

Abbas, however, declined
to confirm whether or not the
boy"s body was mutilated.

He said preliminary inves-
tigations showed thut the

victim was accosted by his
nssailants on his way from a
wedding on a bush path, |
where he was beaten 1o |
death.

Late Inst vear also, o nine-
year-old girl was merdered by
susnected human pacts deal-
ers at Inkil village near
Bauchi.

The suspects, currently in
police net, nllegedly removed |
the young wirl’s kidney and
intestines.

Also within the same pe- |
riod, a [3-year-old primary
school puptl had one of his |
eyes removed by another
gang of suspected human
parts dealers operating in
Bauchi.

One of the suspects ar- |
rested in connection with that
crime, [brahim Sule, alleged |
that he was recruited for the
deal by a top politician in the |
state.

Sule was, however, subse-
quently declared insane by |
the police,

Jigawa courts treats
19000 cases in 2004

ver | I cases were

treated by various

courts in Jigawa
State according to the stute’s
Chiel judge, Justice Tijjani
Abubakar, in an interview
with newsmen over the
activities of the judiciary
A,

According 1o the chiel
Judge, 16000 of the cases were
civil which includes divorce,
farm conflicts, break of con-
tact agreement and a host of
others,

The judiciary, he added,
has equally treated over 2600
criminal cases ranging from
murder, rape, robbery and
other criminal activitics even
s he disclosed that the cases
represent a 25 per cent de-
crease from those recorded
last year

Justice Tijjani also dis-
closed that in the year 2004,
the courts in the staic have
recorded a success especially
in the arcas of quick dispen-
sation of justice, leading to
appreciable decongestion of
prisons in the state,

He equally added thm
courts have equally saw the
inprovement of it s work force
through the promaotion of 174
staff and the recraitment of
over 36 judicial workers

From Hassan A. Karofi,
Correspondent (Dutse)

ing to high cﬂ‘crcncy wnd
cusy dispensation of justice.

The courts, he further ex-
plained are braced 1o ensure
quick dispensation of justice
and the promotion of the rule
of law through a just and fair
Judgements, even as he com-

Former Chief of General Staff, comm. Ebita Ukiwe, former Head of State, General

Ofi Ugor Kaha at the Uche (raditional retivement) ceremony of Comm. Ukiwe af Abiriba, Abia State... recenily,

ECOWAS training course opens in Abuja

three-week
multilateral trade
intions course

for 31 officials from five
ECOWAS member states
opened on Monday, in Abuja.
Participants in the course,
which is jointly organised by
ECOWAS and the Nigerian
govermment, are drawn from
Ghana, Gambis, Nigeria,
Sierm Leone and Liberin.
“The course is intended 1o
enhance understanding of
miultilateral issucs, expecially
deepening our undc.l!u.nd

mended the stale g
of the p of ad

ing and skills on
including how the sub-

and enhanced welfare to jue
dicial workers in the state.
Justice Tijjani theref:

region’s inhmm can be bet-
ter enhanced during negotia-
tions,” Ambussador Idris

ured judicial workers 1o con-
tr te, by committing them-
sclves to the upholding of

Wiaziri, Nigeria's Minister of
Commerce suid n o message

justice by ensuring the
speedy dispensation of jus-
tice and the establishment of
the rule of law.

All these achievemients,
he said, are recorded in courts
including the low and high
courts and all Sharia Courts
in the state.

to the op of the
PrOgramme.

He urged that improving
market access and strength-
ening the rules of trade were
not sulficient to achieve the
desired growth level in the
cconomics of the countrics

of the sub-region. He said |

Akwa Ibom budgets
N83.28bn for 2005

kwa Thom Stale

(.u)vtrm!r Arc, Obong

Victor Attah, on Thur-

siday presented o budget pro

posal of N83.28 billion for
2005 financial year.

The governor who made
the presentation to the state
House of Assembly members
said of this amount, N24.08
billion is for recurment expen-
diture while N59.20 billion is
for capital expenditure.

Obong Attah said the 1o-
fal projected recurrent rev-
enue for 2005 is putat N72.69
Eihllion which according to

timale lndlull:-s lhul h 15, l.IJ
hillion is for statutory allocs-
tion, N47.23 billion is for deri-
vation, imernally generated
revenue is put at N3.60 bil-
lion, while Value Added Tax
(VAT) is N340 billion.
Further breakdown of the
sal shows that loans
will take N6.0O billion, Re-
tained Revenue from nwu-
tatal, NO.46 billion and N4.59
billion for other capital re-

e
state chiel executive
stated that the sum of N47.23

billion is estimated as the
share of derivatis |

that these should be comple- In an carlier speech, the
mumdvdlll' e in  Project Coordi for the
Jons capucity Dr. Douglas

ln cnable the countries Inl:c ?mkmwndhumnnnm
ge of the apy ived by the ECOWAS

tiek by i d S iat to satisfy the

mirkel aecess.

“It ks on the basis of this
realisation that the trade-re-
lated capacity building initia-
tive of this nature is a wel-
come development with the
ECOWAS sub-region,” he
added.

needs of member states in
their trade relations with their
partners. This, he also said,
is consistent with the Doha
Development agenda that
placed a high premium on the
development of the capacity
of developing countries.

Dr. Zormelo, who was rep-
resented by another officer in
the project, Mr. Andrew
Onycannkwe, said the
programme should equip
ECOWAS member states to
“participate effectively in
shaping the evolving frame-
work of international trade.”
In addition, this should en-
able them 1o contribute to
defining the “rules and regu-
lations as well as the environ-
ment for intermational trde.

AL

PUBLIC NOTICE

-SHOP,
AT KWALI CENTRAL MARKET

The general public especially traders arc hereby
informed that the Kwali Area Council FCT Abuja
has built 52 No lock-up shops within the Kwali

Central Market,

2. Interested persons are invited to purchase
application forms at the Kwali Area council Revenue
Office on payment of N1000 application fee.

3. The shops will be allocated within two weeks
from the date of this notice on first come first served

basis.

Signed.
Management.

FCT,Abua

Kwali Area Council
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Anambrﬂ govt sues | At:d by Chief Victor
FG over crisis

nambra go

has filed a motion on

notice for interbocu-
wary preservative onders in the
Supreme Court against the
Federnl Government over the
crisis in the state,

Deputy Senate Leader, Sen.
Jonathan  Zwingina, today
drew senilors” attention o this
development while deliberut-
ing on the report of the cham-
Ther's committos on states and
local governments on the eri-
SIS

Citing Order 53 (5) of Ser-
ate rules, Zwingina suggested
that presentation of the report
be stood down since the Sen-
ale conld not deliberate on an
ssue that was a subject of liti-
gation,

He pointed out also that
both the PDP and the
Ohaneze, the [gho cultural or-
ganiztion had set machinenics
in mation 1o resolve the cri-
RS

Senate Majority Leader
Seriki Tafida said the meeting
was crucial because “many
things are happening in the
party and it's the beginning of
anew year”,

In the suit No. SC/372004,
dated Dec. 28, 2004, Anaumbra

1 by
H.nlc.l\lmlc}h(ﬂlmt Chiel
Udechukwu N. Udechukwa
(SAN), joined the attomey-
gmmd of the federation and
1 of the

Umeh, yesterday in
Abuja constituted n four
member board of trustees for
the party under the leadership
of its presidential candidate,
Chiel Odemegwu Ojukwu

Other members appomted
into the board by the group
included Dr Tim Menak

mJ:cr 35 stutes as defendants.

Anambra government is
secking for an onder of inter-
locutory imjunchion restran-
ing the Federal G i

Chicf John Okam snd Amb.

Godwin Onyeghule.
Addressing newsmen

shorily after a national

from declaring a state of

* Italso secks to restrain the
Federal Government from

working ¢ (NWC)
mecting of the faction,
Umch announced that the
board would be inaugurated
as soon the South-South
South-West, North-Central,
North-East und North-West

IR OF purg B 1o
remove the Governor of
Anambra from office whether
as pan of a declaration of o
state of emergency in
Amumbra or otherwise how-
soever pending the determina-
tion of his sul™

The government, in addi-
tion, sccks an order staying

litical zones submit

Il:d their nominations.

The News Agency of Ni-
gerin (NAN) reports that the
non-constitution of the
board, national finance,

cummllleea. alleged misap-
of party funds

further 3

nn:lyuss i-party activi-

“whether at the Presid

at the federal L:guslmnc
touching upon any issue in
controversy in this suil”™ pmdp

ties were some of the alle-
gations the group wsed to
:usp:nd the party’s national
Chief Chekwas

mgllr."

Dcllherl.lum on the report
was subsequently stood
down. (NAN)

Okorie

Similarly, Umeh said that
the meeting had recom-
mended the expulsion of

... traders restate support for Ngige

s Gov, Chns Ngige
continues to foce stifl
opposition, trders in

Anambra have wamed that
they would resistany attcmpt
1o couse mayhem in the state.

The traders also warned
that they would resist any at-
tempt to use them to foment
trouble in the State.

The Anambra State Mar-
kets Amalgamated Traders
Association (ASMATA), an
umbrells body of all Traders

| in the state, gave the waming

in a stalement signed by its
President, Mr Sylvester
Odife and Sceretary, Mr
Mike Urzuagu.

The traders called on all
members 1o be vigitant and
avoid heing used by enemies
of the State to destroy private
and public infrastructure

"It is an incontrovertible
fact that these people do not
have any investmients in the
state but only gloat in de-
siroying our common-
wealth,”

traders said.

They said that puitin
sure on Ngige o resigr
unparalleled in the nat
history and would not be in the
interest of the masses who
were benefiiting from his ad
ministrution.

“We believe that as law
abiding people, those who
have any case against the Gov-
emor should use appropriate
legal channels o seek answers
te their grievances,” they

added. (NAN).

huhlar Rimi (right) and the former Labour Minister, Alhaji Musa Gwadabe (left), WFDPNI:(‘MM held
wrecently.

v Kennedy Egbonodje

Tinubu’s refusal to
re-conduct council elections
unconstitutional - Ogunlewe

nor the power to organise or

he refusal of Lagos
I governor, Chief Bola  supervise elections.

Tinubu, to re-conduct  Oyedele said that the elec-
election in the 20 constitu-  tions conducted in the 57 lo-
tionally recognised local gov-  cal govemment arcas could
emments in the state was a  not stand in view of the Su-
violation of the constitution.  preme Court's judgment.

The Special Assistant on He said that the govemnor's
Legal Matters and Public Al~  interference in the state’s In-
fnirs 1o the Ministes of Works,  dependent Electoml Commis-
Mr. Kole Oyedele, said in 8 sion constituted an impedi-
statement yesterduy in Abuja, mcm!ulhccwhluhmmlml
that the g s refusal of at
negated his agitation for con-  the grassroots. (NAN),
stitutionalism and e of law, .

“Section 197 (1) (b) and Yarima’s
section 4 (a) part [1(B) Third

Schedule 1999 Constitution
established and specifically
spelt out the powers of State
Independent Electoral Com-
mission 1o organise all elee-
tions to local government
councils within the state,” he
said,

He said that the constiiu-
tion did not give the gover-

APGA faction
constitutes Board
of Trustees

Okorie and his two deputy
nitional chairmen for South
and North, Messrs Maxi
Okwu and Alhaji Hassan
Bella, respectively, to the
party's NEC, besides suing
him (Okorie) I'or alleged fi-
nancial misd,

domi: d by “government
apologiste and has all party
representation and nutional
outlook™. He solicited for
media support teward their
effort at enthroning An en-
dunn' democracy and good

He explained lim these
actions were taken in ac-
cordance with the provi-
stons of Article 19 (3) of the
party constitution.

According to him, the
meeting ado)
pointment of C
Umeh and Albaji Sadeeq
Masalla as the party's act-

ing national chairman and |

deputy national chairman
(North), respectively, while
six other vacant posilions
would be fielded at an elec-
tive national convention
scheduled for March 7.
Umeh added that the
meeting recommended for
the amendment of Article
18(1) of the party's consti-
tution, which referred to
Okorie as the founder of the

rty.
While annou

cing the

|ml|un woiild soon be made
to the conference by the
party, ndding that the meel-
ing had zoned the party’s
presidential ticket to the
Sout ast contrary to
speculitions in some quar-
ters,

Umeh assured that APGA
would participate in the
federal government pro-
posed national dinlogue |
provided that it was not |

e in the country.
“We are fighting a just and
principled cause, probity,
transparency, accountability
and good governance in the
country,” he said.
The meeting was att=r. ed
by 64 out of the B6 [i jc-
tional NEC bers of he

posters flood

Ilorin

From Abdnl'nuq
Adebayo, Cormespondent
(Horin)

s the 2007 ;uu.idcn-
tinl race gathers mo
eotum, posters of

Yarima Ahmed Sani, Gover-
nor of Zamfara State have
flooded llorin, the Kwara
state capital

Daily Trust correspondent
reports that the posters with
the inscription “Yarima for
Presidency™ could be found
conspicuously sround post
office area, and Abdutwahab
Folawiyo road in the stale
capital

Although no official of the
ANPP could explain the brain
behind the latest develop-
ment, it was the thind in the
serics of posters campaigning
for the presidency.

The first poster 1o flood
Tlorin was in respect of Gen-
eral Mamman Kontagom fol<
lowed by that of General
Buba Marwns who was in
Tlorin in December last vear
wvisiting traditional ralers and

party. (NAN)

Gov, Peter Odili of Rivers State leading Speaker, Houve of
Representatives, Athaji Aminu Masari to the exco chambers

g’(mmmf House, Part Harcourt during a visit to Rivers
tate by members of House of Reps. .‘.ml(u
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PRESS RELEASE

nhyormmmmmmmdwﬁhmﬂ%ydldhwmmmmﬁd

WETHE UNDERSIGNED MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITEE OF THE PD.F.
IN KANO STATE WISH TO ISSUE THIS PRESS RELEASE IN RESPONSE TOTHE
PRESS CONFERENCE HELD ON MONDAY JRD JANUARY 2005 BY SONIE STOOGES
OF FORMER GOVERNOR RABIU MUSA KWANKWASO CLAIMING TO BE
CHAIRMANAND SECRETARY OF THE P.DLE. IN KANOSTATE RELATING TO it
MOHAMMED ABUBAKAR RIMI'S ENDORSEMENT OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS
OF THE WHITE PAPER OF THE COMMITTEE THAT INVESTIGATED THE TENURE
OF KWANKWASO MAL-ADMINISTRATION IN KANO STATE FROM 1999-2003.
Our attention has been drwwn o a desperate attempt made by two stooges of former
Governor of Kano State, Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso against the person of our esteemed
leader, Dr. Moh d Abubakar Rimi ding the Kano State Government rocently
released white paper which indicted the former Governor, now Defence Minister and two
| others for sbuse of office and misappropriation of public funds and comipt personal
enrichment.
| The text of the press conference was co-signed by one Uba Jigo, a stark illiterate who can
neither read nor write and who claims to be the Kano State PD.P. Chairman in spite of the
fct that mo one elected him into that office and another semis- illiterate, Amino Labarmn
Baba, widely alleged 1o be un illegnl alien from the Republic of Congo, who claim to be the
State Secretary of the party. The so-called Chairman and Secretary were alleged o have
| been ordered to sign a concocted write-up writien by a former lecturer and an aide of the
desperate Minister. We all know that there is a serious allegation hanging on the neck off
this former lecturer of having made a fortune by selling handouts to poor students and
| mllrhﬂmﬁnghnicﬂldmhﬂmhwaminmdhmmﬂmwm
As for Aminu Labaran Baba, he is known to be involved in the distribution of siphoned

of being bold enough like Dr*, Mok Rimi 1o fin
and prove them wrong? Why was he the only accused person who runs sway from justice?
It should b d that Dr. Rimi St d Zik in 1983 for the fsct that they were coniesting
under the same party the N.PP, muwrorvmmnmmum
was hased on the endorsement of the Progressive Group within
mmwmumhwmmmwumm«rmm
formula which locked out all north dential race. Dr. Rimi also
Py d Rabis Kwank o b the lkpuly Speaker’ of the House of
Representatives as well as 1o become the Governor of Kano State in 1999, We hereby
challenge Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso o any other person to come forward as alleged in the
press statement 1o provide proof on how much money was paid to Dr. Rimi and by who for
the support he gave to any of the people mentioned above. This challenge goes to the
ungrateful Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso in particular.
nmu»h:mmuumm»mmmbmmmmm
Rimi

and Kwank the villain, Wh d popular among the people of this
country, i ly his nati MM, vhere he aly around freely i ing
b i s bt bl 1 chasod out of the statn

.a«mmmummvaSmmupmmm
of soldiers.

lnﬁmdwmhfmﬂmlhcmm&wnflﬂnﬂgomdhmhuuhumm
have reil d that they will continue to accond respect 1o our leaders, but we only hope
ummcymllknﬂhsmlmmummmamurummwum

,m,hmhﬂohﬂmm&ﬂmmoﬂuofﬂdmuwﬂln&
freedom of speech contained in Nigeria's national constitution.

| Let it be known that Dr. Rimi's Stance on the recommendation of the white paper was
based on the undisputed facts contained in it, such as;

1. Itis undeniable that N62,689,700 Studeats Scholasship

Allowance was mi illegally;
mummmummsnmmusmum»ummu

bubakar Rimi will never stray away from the truth, Everybaody in Nigeria

hmnlu_

We also believe that *the PDP in Kano State should be re<- wned and lised so as
wmhﬂ‘-"‘— hallenges with Thhbdw-ylhmﬂnm
R sl SRR Rimi, Alhaj

Mummmmwmuwmsmmm

Al last, we the undersigned members of Kano State PDP EXCO wish o disassociate
ourselves from the press conference that was held in view of the fact that we were not &
mhummnw;m-musﬂmcmmm

J lluMW&MNHmIIM“dM?,SNMMM disk d
o o

2 press coaf lated by the
the action of Uba MNWMMWM"

Kwankwaso's cronies and sycop s re-clection campaig
| nulﬁedbywmmn&ewhlm led the shameful scandal.

These are just a few ples of several | di and revelations made agamst the
rmaommmumum in the Government white paper.
Itshould also be clear that the il iction of Dr. Rimi by the Elegbede
Military Tribunal was based on the allegation that the sum of N50, m{ﬁl‘t}'ﬂnﬂd
Nuoira only) was said to have been given to the PR.P. through the late
Sabo Bakin Zuwo but not to Rimi or Sabo’s but 1o ensure the clecl.nn.l
defeat of former H f Reg ives Speaker Ghali Umar Na® Abba and some of his
former colleagues in the Natonal ,nu'hnlllun Barau Jibrin and others. This
wicked ted to the sub: 1 of our party in the state.

We have noted the assertion made in the Press Conference that Dr. Rimi being a founding
member of the PD.P. and o member of the Board of Trustees is not supposed 1o have
expressed his opinion contrary to the liking of Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso on the released
white paper. It is pertinent o state here that the response of Rimi on the whitc paper is in
line with his much cherish ple of justice and fair play which he has
always stood for through out the !'um' d:cadn of his principled political carrier. This, he
has always done no matter the circumstance and no matter whose ox is gored
As o matter of fact, Dr. Rimi is not attacking his pasty, the P.D.P. rather he wies commenting
on the corruption and injustice committed during the defunct Kwankwaso Mal-
administration as shown in the white paper. After all, the manifesto of our great party, the
PILE, is equally against corruption and injustice. Hence Dr. Rimi’s principled stand is
totally in compli with the PD.P. manifesto, and the tencts personal account Compare
N50, 000 of which Rimi and late Bakin Zuwo were sccused of uking for PR.P. and the
nearly oo billion, e, one thousand million, taken from Kano State Treasury by Kwankwaso
Tor himself. Thus, we draw, the attention of the blind signatories that Dr, Rimi and Alhaji
Sabo's so-called conviction wasn't tied to self corropt enrichment as is the case of Rabiu
Kwankwaso and his aides,

Morcover, it was made by a Militury Tribunal constituted of Military Judges where the
accused had no free acocss 10 lawyers of their choice, and no right of appeal, while the
proceedings were done in camers which made the whole process completely non-
Inmspnltnl and against the rule of law and natural justice. The Military Tribunal also was
ituted under a ive military law, which violated fundamental human rights and

rule of Law. In the contrary, the Judicial Commission of Enquiry which indicted Kwankwaso
was praperly d and of { under the fr tk of the ule of law as the
accused had the latitude to hire lawyers of their choice whili the proceedings were open

* cand ransparedt. Bvery one atcbsed was iniied 6 come arid defend his actions, Why did *}-

| Kwankwaso refused w use the ity to defend his actions? is Kwan qu
oW becretly pleading with uﬂmlm mfl‘pmnnnml Eu‘m&'mn mn H
otlier pum,-q 1 ;w.-vm! i Koo Slate Uggeruor Malam Ibralum Shokarau e mercy ln,l

PDP.

violated the PDP constitution and had further lized our effort in our
party.
Thank you
Long Live the PDP!
Long Live Kano State !!
Long Live Federal Republic of Nigeria!!!
oy HodXmma /_‘1-&_4/? QY.
Haj. Jummeai Yor kauye Alh. Usaini 'nllufl
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Rooney

set for Manchester United recall

Last wookend Linited were
held 10 1 goalicss draw in frond
of their own fans by non-

former  assantant  Steve
MeClaren, provided they beat
Fxcter in i replany at the south-

mme ban by Sir Alex beague Exotermthetbimlround  wesy side St James’ Park

“erguson for. Mimchester of the FA Cup, & result

Jnited’s Leuge Cup semi-  Fergoon said was the clubl But in the meantime

Tnal away w I I b siog? y o “hels ikl bn &

Baders Chelson on !I'hméid)m inchmge st OM (i s ofien comic 8 poor

Wednesday. : {oarths in Jesninng Englisdy teans
The Red Devils will be Ot Morday Unided were gy of prineities behind the

ooking to Rouney to belp
Hern bounce hick: from one

handed u potentiol FA Cup
Immh roumd te awey 1o
dleh h, the glub

A theit most
waultx of receni e

managed by Ferguson's

Chumphors Lcague, Premier
Lengue and FA Cup.
However, Blues buss Juse

Aachester United striker, Wayne Rovmey ix vet to reurn against Chelsea in the League

“up semi-final tonight

strowg e i Stamifoed Beidpe
vnlll Chelsen will in the hunt
for an

sepping sone beomise there
ware u-unrlv a few older

lvers

uadruple of ||ophm in the
e AEHNOn.

England striker Rooney
s boen sidelined following a
ban handod down by the FA
after he shoved s haod inko
the fisce of Bolion defender Tl

11 14 pessible Wiime will
play on  ‘Wodnesday,”
I erpusn i

“Ha has missed the Lt
thiree games bt he has botm
o well in trainimig, st s
considemtion.”

i stresset injuries, rather
than tactics, forced him 1o
sehect an unfamilinr looking
sirde againss Exeter

1 wits humstrung with the
riumber of injuries 0 the first
sotun acguach, That is the reason

foe ¢ e team | did.

“But i I m | lay my
m lmkmmm
Cup tie i non

team there is something
wrong.” the Scot
Former United striker Lou
Macari agreed the club's
dupll against Excter was
y but said the
uﬁu@wm wits the lack
ol ex players now
taking part in secomd team

punes.
“In years goune by, the
reserve feum wis an excelient

and the expericnce of| playing
aggained them was ivvaluable,”
Mcar sl

“Nowadnys, reserve
maiches virmially resemble
youlh wam ganies beciise
the wdes @re s " ihe
foemer Celtio ind st

Betore Swunday's gme
1 hael visions of (Linited's)
Kiernn Richardson tipping
(Faucter ) Seott Hiley tu peoces
chovwm thie leftand Chns Eagles
doiinig the same thing down
e rigght. Fhuat Uy Juedt smermeed
a bit daunted by the whole
thing.
“Roy Keane made  pood
int 4 few wecks ago when
naid the younger pliyers
had not made 41 jint becalse
they had boen selected for
fhrst boaim
“Maybe the one pusitive
thing 1o come out of
Saturday’s game was that

“These lids haven't
forced their wiy in. Thoy got
a chance the serior
players were rosted.

“They have 10 reeognise
that md ke sure they koep
working hard on the trainkng
ground rying to improve
because chearly, they have 3
long way $0.80 yet”

ormer Portugal and
Switzerland  coach
Artur Jotge is to take
charge of Cameroon, autho-
rithes in the ceutral Alrican
country saud on Monday,
The Portuguese coach,
who has alsa 1Illl spells mt
Paris St Gormain, CSKA
Moscow and Por,

CGerman Winfried Schaefur,

Jorge takes charge of|

Cameroon
sacked in Novenber afler
af poor rerilis.

“His mrmin assigament will
be b gualify the Cameroon
national tcam for the 2006
World Cup and African Cupol’
];;ﬁom. Eports ml:’;;m

fliope i in
a statement reganding Jorge's

Spanish federation vows
rise in racism

pan football
authatities have sabd they
will do everything
sowsibile 0 falt the rise in it
hanting at matches sfier the
eferee reported  inzidents
luring Sunday's derby oct-
veen Atletico Madeid and [l

Andrid.

“After  the womying
sitbreaks nf macism by
mmnty of funs during rocent

Council, the
iplmlh Fi il Fede-ration

md the Spanish Players
Associntion want 1 reilerate

Iheir condernnation of this type
of behaviows,” o statement on
In: RFEF website said on

“They also wani o reaffirm
their determination to take
tough action against any
evidence of rmecism  or
nenophobia in Spanish Foot:

Referee Alfomo Perez
of meist
behaviour in his report on the
Madrid 3
*f asked the match delegaiz
w0 make an an-nouncement on
the public addross system fo
ask the fans to stop making
monkey noises when certain
plnym T the hall” he said.
M o r:sul! the nomes grew

Real Madrid's Brnceition full
back Roberto Carlos was
particulaly singhed ot by the
etowd for abuse duting the
game at the Calderon which
[Real won 3.0,

The Spanish Federation
had only previounly investi-
ated uu::h incidents if the
referce noted them in his match

Racist abuse of black
players has been on the rise in
mmeullybulmntwm

in fefe-rees”

knh:n» Carlos wis also
abused during Real’ H league
malch ayminst but

ayern Munich are
W g to see if
Ni astle United

snfirm their interest in
* hane defender Sammy
ulour befiore finalising their
[nn! I'ht the second hall of

"! 'hﬂ‘l\‘l At Kaffour's
with

Bayem tolet Kuﬂ'our or Linke leave

“If these sre successful,
Nrwuule would contact
us.”

Hayern have already told
left bock Tobias Rau he can
look for another club and
they are 10 let either
Kulfonee o fellow centre back
Thoeras Linke join hinm e the
way out.

"Wh M‘II let jnﬂ one o[

The 28-year-0ld Kulfour
gunc\d Bayem in 1993 and
s wiom five feague titles and
the Champions League with
the Bavarians, He and 35-
yeur-old Linke, & former
Cierman interational, are oul
of contract &l the end of the
sganon.

FC  Nuremberg are
interostcd (o signing Rau,
humlweﬁwuhmn st

follo the retum of

to halt |,

1he incidents were not included

($7,465) and banad them from
mlhnmlorﬂw:nnuh(nl
taunts directod ot B

Amuu; the more sur.

ng members oPJ'mu:.
mmmulﬂ' T former

tennis cl on Yanmick
Noah, who # Cume-
roonign father and French
mother and will aet as an
ﬂ“lcl' .

Cameroonian striker Smu'.l
Ew'o during & maich in

UEFA fined Real Midrid
9,780 curow (51 2,50) after racist
abuse by their fans dunn%e;

November.

The RFEF is ulso inves
vigating the behundour of Sqain
cooch Luis An-gones fol-Jowing
u recom-mendation by the
country’s Anti-violence
Comminsion alter Amagones
e appe-rently eacist rermarks
abaut Frunce striker Thierry
Henry & October,

He coused further contro-
wersy when he dc-fmdnd hu

before

quarter-
top clabs around Europe but
have put in a series of

‘hn'ﬂ:: formances
pitable L ions’
Iml.lu E lnn\\'rﬂd(#ﬂ’
m(:rp ifier
in T nn‘r{‘mh:ﬂ

I'rullvnpwﬂFWlmuhldl
he sl critietsed that country’s
oduinl pet.

‘The mld. wila marred by
ractst abuse anld. chaiting
| direcyed 5t England’s biack
pliyers by barpe ety ol the

orowid,*

B

quickly: .

mnmund only a draw awiy o
Supdar in thesr pext qualifier in
Ukttt

Jorge will therefore be
umlcr from

|Ile team's fdﬂiﬂuﬂ tlu!ﬂll

i bty o i gty bW

Wednesday, o

Axed
Lehmann
hits back
at Arsenal
manager

renal goalkerper Jom
Ictulwul!mhnh:":lk-

Amene.
gor after being dropped in
favour of voung Spanisrd
Musred Abrrmunia

The experienced Crerman
stemational 1wold the Sun
e on Toescay that he
was surprised by Wenger's
deetshion 80 im0 Al munis aller
the Prefmier |League chiampions.
had  suffered = ﬁan
iisappointing resulis in October.
and Novesnber“Of coune | win
sarprised b0 be doppad” sld
Letmann, “1'm sorry bt what
harve 1 done wrong?

“At this club avery gl
Blured or the goalkeeper but if
they can find soneone who
ncvier, ever makes the smalles
istako ahisild n?g him
right oway. But it will be very
hard to find that

llllmlmlﬂ!
feave Amscnal

Hm
e s the second time be has
mentioned that and | think

why he does it,” Lebimann said.

The 35-year-ol] Lehumann
retummied o the Arsenal side for
Sundity's FA Cup third-round
winover Stoke City but is likely
10 _return 1o fhe substitaen
bench for Saturday's Premier
League 1o Bolton
Wanderers.

trip

* Livornosack
coach Colomba,
rn to Donadoni.

mkﬂi conch Franco

'Colombamnd replaced hem

with foemer AC Milan player

Elllil:f s 4-2 defeat w leaders

Juventus left Livomo | Sth in the

20-tean tble but the decision

COMMEs is 8§ m
Tln'rm'l mnmﬁ:h

willhehisl‘hﬂqwi:min
the top Mgt

et
A e 1
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B

obe Bryant poured in
a gamne-high 31 paints
0 gpark the Lox An-
eles Lakers t a 105-96 win
over Minnesota Monday,
sending  the slumpin
Timberwolves to their sixi
loss in seven outings.
Chucky Atkins added 23
points while Chris Mihm
notched 14 points and 17 re-
bounds as the Lakers rallied
froana 76-67 third-cuuner defi-
cit witha 24-7 run in the fourth
1o post their fourth victory in

12, 2005

ryant shines as Lakers add to

Timberwolves’ misery

Six pnmes

The host Timberwolves re-
ceived another superb effort
from NBA MVP Kevin
Ciamett, who had 23 points,
13 rebounds and seven as-
sifty, Sam Cassell, however,
missed his second consecy-
tive game with a strained
hamstring.

In Snll%,.uk:(fity. Mchmet
Okur seinod 23 points, inchad-

Myskina, Moya
beaten in Sydney

arlos Moya and

Anastasia Myskina

both slumped out of
the Sydney International yes-
terday, jolting their prepara-
tions for neat week's Austra-
lian Open.

French Open champion
Myskina suffered a shock
second-round defeat by linle-
known Chinese qualifier
Shuai Peng while Moya was
sent packing by Crech Radek
Stepanck.

Shuai, ranked 80th in the
workd, reed 1o a 6-1 6-3 m-
umph as Myskina struggled
to cope with the hot and

windy conditions st the |

1 Lenmis centre.
Russia’s first female grand
(slam winner committed a
' whopping 46 unforced ermors

|10 leave her short on match |

Tomas Zib 6-1 6-3.

“That was pretty good. |
felt like | moved the ball
around well,” Hewitt sald

“1"ve done all the hard work
leading into the Australian
Open so now it's really just
about keeping the confidence
toviis o

Awlzlm hardeoun cham-
pion Joachim Johansson of
Sweden continped his fine
Form with a 6-4 6-3 win over
big-serving Briton Grog
Rusedski while Adelaide run-
ner-up, American Taylor
Dent, defeated Spaniard
Santiago Ventura 7-5 7-6.

DesemngAppleby

tis difficult 1o think of &
mm popu

:;J:l:luc: heading 1o | L :ﬂ‘l" .

“The conditions were | than Stuart PS"’"F who

i = | completed a ul title

::'!'h“m" that's no excuse.” | gofence of the Mercedes
kot CoRont but L | o eiouabing i Jwwt.

[have to look forward to the
| Australian Open. It'’s one

| more week so | will time |
| for some practice.™
Maya had flown straight 1o

Sydney after winning the
Chennai Open on Sunday

The Spanish Davis Cup
|hero looked to have his find
round encounter with
| Stepanck under control when
e won six gumes.

| b taakees thee first set before fall-
ingg 2-66-46-2.

Men's champion Lieyton
Hewint rebounded from his
carly oxit at st week's Aus-
tralian handcourt o=

ship in Adelaide 1o crush Slo-
vak Karol Beck 6-1 6-2 in the
first rownd.

Hewitt crutsed to victory in
67 minutes (o et up a meet-
ing with Arnaud Clement af-
ter the Frenchiman beat Ceech

Rogge urges African nations

Commitice (10C) presi

dent Jacques Rogge
urged Alrican countnes yes-
terday to bid for the summer
G,

I nternational Olympic

Al the start of a four-day
wisit 1o Kenya dunng his first
visil 1o Africa since he was
elected 1o lead the 10C in
2001, Rogge said he was
happy that South Africa was
going (o stage the 2010 soc-
cer World Cup.

on the trot |

has suffered more than his
share of adveriity since he
tumed professional in 1992,
| and almost had o pull out on
the eve of the PGA Tour's
| o scason-opening event with a
iny
| Ap.’:?y-#l-\:nmm
mnu te charge by Vi
win last year &’lz
&Iulﬂhdﬂ.mm—
able to hit & golf ball two
weeks ago of a sci-
mcmwoblcmmhulrn

orld number one

Roger Fedorer has

led calls for tennis

i join other sports in rising
money for victims of the
south Asian taunami disister.
Federer said tennis players
should follow the example set
Iy the workd's top cricketers,
who joined forces for a one-
day  international in

ing o game-winning shot ai
the buzzer, as the Utah Juce
broke out of their worst los-
ing streak for more than 20
years with an upsct 97-96 tri-
umph over the San Antonio
Spurs,

Mired in g nine-, whod,
the Jazz were given little
chance against the Spurs, @
team they had not besten in
1% meetings stretching back
1o Februsry 20000

Winners of 12 of their last
14 games, the Spurs were
haraded 24 points and 13 re-
bounds by Tim Duncan but
sthll sufTered their aighth boss
of the season

In Boston, the Celtics re-
ceived double-figure contri-
butions from eight players,
fed by an 18-point effort by
Paul Pierce, 1o hall a twe
losing skid with a 119- FO% vie-
tory over the Orlando ngl:

Tony Allen had 16 pown
while Hael LaFrent,

Davis and Gary Payton mr-

wdded 15 i 10 the cause

ws the Celtics made sure the
ic stumbled to their sev-
straight road defeal.

The Magic, who have al-
lowed a league-high 100
points per game, made a
muove earlier i the day o bol-
ster their defense by unding

|h|Iu.y nl'lm l mplmme of
exercises and

l.bhholmol!m'l‘hndn's
opening round at the Planta-
tion Course.

Although he was one of
Jjust four players in the elite
winners-oaly field of 31 1o fin-
ish above par on day one, he
never looked back after that.

The 33-year-old vaunlted
into contention with a spar-
kling nine-under-par 64 in the
second round and went oo o
clinch the sixth PGA Tour titlke
of his career -mh cluin;
munﬂﬁmd

third-highest scorer Cutting
Mobley o the Sacramento
Kings for guard Doug

Christie.

In Philadelphin, Nick Van
Exel totaled a season-high 28
points, incloding & team
record eight three-pointers,
as the Portland Trail Blazers
won for the first time in five
s with a 109-100 victory
aver the Thers,

Damon Stwoudamire added
22 gmm\ for Portland wed
Zach Randolph 18,

After missing one game
with assorted ugunn. Allen
Iverson, the NBA's leading
scorer, was back in action
with 21 points, nine

and nine assists for the Thers.
In  Chicago, Othella
Hatrington 20 points

wnd Kirk Hinrich added 14
points, nine assists and wix
rebounds 1o help the Bulls
beat the Golden State War-
riors 94-K5.

Afler opening the season
0-9, the Bulls have won 100
their bast 13, including foar in
oW,

The Warrions have gone in
the opposite direction, losing
six games in succession
since top scorer Jason
Rlcblniwn sprained his

Player was (
rival of his first child.

His wife Ashlcy is sched-
uled to give birth in
Melbournc on Wednesday,

*1 would have left in a
heartbeat if it was serious,™

Ihe told reporters at

“But (the b-bn had not

showed

in y.
:ﬁl\emlhwm

I came here,™ he added. “One,
the baby did not look like it

et AP

tion all wut for the former
Australian Rules Football

Melbourne on Monday
which raised mare than SA 14
nillion (SUS 10,63 million) for
the relicl effor.

I struigght away was think-
ing about different options.
fior us 10 help,” the Swiss told
reporters at Tuesday's draow
for the Kooyong Classic, the
traditional warm-up event for
next week's Australion Open.

to bid for Games

“It is always my dear hope
that Africa can stage the
Olympic Games in future, At
ihe moment no African coun-
try has put in a bid but | sin-
cercly hope and wish that
they come forward in the not-
too-distant fulure 1o stage
this prestigious event,”

told

“I am happy that the FIFA
World Cap will be staged in

th Affica in 2010, Th

mnmr.-nl can focus on lhn
huge assignment (i
ke a move o host the Sum-
mier Giames in future.”

Beijing will stage the 2008
Ciames and a decision on the
2012 hosts will be made in
Singapore on July 6. Paris,
London, New York, Madrid
and Moscow are the candi-
dates.

lhu prlsyiugnmd

“If we can help just a bit
then 1'd definitely play as
much as |I|cy (organisers)
like. Obvi we can't be

Kobe Bryant scored 11 peints for Lakers again Trmberwolves

rea psrich reward in} Hawaii

ﬂmhwm:h.ﬂl

‘huk!duﬂng
DﬂllbeP(.lA

h\mmnmm
don"L
"Snu'—am y Mat
out: “Listen, | can't ch this.
Iﬁ_—tﬂ“fuur?l

d{-m‘l

H: speed
s at own i
There's F'&m::u:cpt

Al it’s wors, it’s really,

Federer calls for tennis to join tsunami relief effort

Killed in the giant waves trig-
gered by an undersca carth-
qulb:oﬂ'd:m»-
Yand of §

thers to help but 1'll play in
s many maiches as pmhle-
throughout the year.™

Andre Agassi echoed
Federer's comments, saying
that the governing bodies of
tennis should come together
10 organise events.

1 think this would be the
best opportunity in the world
Tor all of us {players) o come
together,” said the A

W
Like many iournaments, the

Kouyong Classic will be hold- |

money mised being donated
0 UNICEF, the United Na-
thons Children's Fund.

Top seed Federer will open
his bid for the title in the
cight-man cvent at Kooyotg
against French Open cham-

“Hecause leniis is an indi
vidual sport it would need
one of the professional bod-
b 10 onganise it. But it wis a
terrible tragedy and | think
you'd find all the players
happy 1o do all they can o
help those who've been al-
feeted.”

Thousands of people in
south and cast Asia were

o £ Gaasdbio of Argen-
i

Anolher Argentine, de-
fending champion David
Nalbandian, mects Hriton Tim
lkm—:.l\m faces Olym-
pic Nicolas Mussy
of Chile and American Andy
Roddick takes on Pamdom
Srichaphan of Thailand,

The Kooyong Classic be-
gins on Wednesday.

Time though, and |
the Awstralian found |+
some solace on the golf

course.

Hie won the 2001 Australian
Open and produced his best
finish at a major the follow-

when he tied for sec-

.‘-

In 2003, Appleby clinched
I \ﬁplhlni\;;ﬂ!_}lml

| season 12t in the mo ?:::
i uﬁmmﬁ;?m

pincss and the highlight !:i

w“ s marriage o |

Two years on, he is poised
Inhwnm:ahhr{nn first

What I'm about to go
this week — having
fiest chibd — my life is cer-
tamly 0 be pm inn lllf
!‘au! ppk
lm:h Iuo\l
| wlrd to this year, |
there s certam
that that I've in rny I1|'::
hmngul‘walunpha]
the mentality that it’s one
du 8t a time, onc shot ot 4

mﬂ-wm-u

"E

a better start

Lt

]



fﬂstrahan ven ceehmalos it Wik e

strength to nmmh‘ “the
Atssie " was strugyling
by the mid-1980s ut the
uaint but impractical

Lawn Tennis Club  goday Wi

in suburben Melboume. ik
Australians had domi-
the tournament but the
start of the Open era in 1968
ook an 1oll, with

the game's
Tuctant to leave lbclrhcll.u\-c

heen pluyed twice in New
] wils cven once
| held in a 200,
| The Australian Open
'mloomuyw.nmut-
ahle feat for a toumament that
Illlmmwled iself several
cement wotl the event in 1949 and
1950,

The
twice

wiis
in New Zealund
—in when it was won
by four-time Wimbledon
l ion and An-
thany

and in 1912 —
betore New Zealand
out of the trans. Tasman past-
nership in 1922,

Its most bizarre staging
was in 1909 on specially con-
structed courts at Perth 00,
with Wilding ayain the victor.

Fred A lnndm' of the
United States was the first
forei 1o win the men's
singles, ‘while Dorothy
Round claimed the same
honour for Britain when she
m‘llm 1935 women's title.

Now billed as “The Grand
'Slam of Asia/Pacific”, the
tournament began in 1905 as
the Australasian

:ﬂn soon after Australian
New Zealand officials
formed the Australasian
Lawn Termis Association,
| Se\rmua men
women mlouuspmuuul
||m contested the

uril tournament at |hp

arehouseman's Cricket
Ground st Albert Park in

The Melbourne Cricket
Club’s Rodney Heath de-
feated Adelaide doctor
Arthur Curtis 4-6 6-3 6-4 64

reom o expand,
tournament's future was at
atake and the decision was
Nn-.n h I‘MSIulwm
IS.lIﬂ-uﬂ! main -r-dlnm
covered by & mnm‘
wits completed by 1988 and
the event has n:’vn looked
hack, even though some still
lament the loss s
for Melboumne
Ace hardeourt sur-

iy

Trons

2004

January

FOR LEASE'
A SPACIOUS MOTOR WOKSHOP

A large motor workshop measuring approx. 150" 100” (o

50x33 metre) and securely enclosed in a 10 feet high wall

Lagos/Air Port road, and not far from the NEPA booste
station at Mando. It is ideal for use as a motor workshop
or for packing of motor vehicles or other mechanical
vehicles or machinery. Interested person or parties shoul

and or inspection: 08035031142 or 08034969596

in Kaduna is available for lease. It is located at Mando, off]

please call any of the following numbers for further details

REDEEMER'S HOPETOALL NATIONS FOUNDATION NI'EIIN:\I'I(N;\L I
LM-NMH:N.::,( ol b comnivemtan wml A lisd Matiss Dhcren w10 o
T Trustests am

1D, Dot Clgun, PLEH

P

5. My Ularn Obrwle.
Ay shjectin b0 this sepiration dheuld be forwased s the Reghstrsr Gereral CAU Abupe wichin 28 daye of s
puhlacanion
g
Weses Okagie Okafar Kng.
Logal Optiens & Co.

in the final in front of around
5,000 the event up to the eni.

Mnmﬂ Smith Coury
Mdﬁ\: Open trunsition
with her 11 fitles between 1960
and 1973 as she carried on &
proud tradition which in-
cluded si.

mﬂc tournament
| el cenfenary year,
the January 17-30 event will
mullrnwﬂh:'?.!ﬂllimﬂ
has been staged. The two

ntervened from

world wars i
1916-18 and 194145, the event at Sydney'a

MARKAZUS SABIREEN FOUNDATION
The general public is herehy informed that the shove named Foundation has applied 1o the
Corporate Affiars Commission for Registration under pan “C* of the companies and Allled
Muatiers Decree of 1990,
The Trustecs are: |

1. Bodamasi Alasan D). Maitama 2. Bashir Haiba
1. Dr. Abubakar Usman Triga 4. Engr. S K Dunladi (|
s Alhaji Musa Aliyu . Shedk Tdris Donga
wmmmums.m & Alhaji |

Any ohjegtis id be f ded to the Registrar General CAC A |
wmnhy\nflhﬁwhlm o

Signed:

Secretary

——

ite its aged status in
ia, the Open is a
with s

siblings,

more than &

m City in 1947, remem.

Ausira buuduuufncqu’mmm:
moden

three
with
nl'u

quarter of a century older.
W&lle Wlmb&cdon I!nr
French Open and the us

game,
“They played two or
three al & time on
centre court. It was sinazing.
There were bulls all over the

court,” Sedgman says in a
Melbourne Park has

El Guerrouj targets

| Bekels in March as the Ethio- | 1Cis, wilhl Mats Wilander
DM pian is the defending world ?V'S.u."‘.&i.;m“-mé
El Guerrouj i set 1o crosy country champion over uém&pkm.
ke 8 mreappearance st the  both the long and short Jim Courier led a renewed
World Cross Country Cham-  pourses. American in 1992 and
pronships in France, fuur-llimu winner Andre
But the Moroccan, who
has not raced over cross

But the Moroccan will
= i Agassi began his
nol commit himself o the St love affair with
country for 15 years, will not
decide until two weeks be-

Galmier event until he as- in 1995, seven
sesses how well his winter | after his now wile Stefli
training is going. won the first of her four
fore the event which stans on “The return to training = Australion titles.
19 March.
“IF 1 am to compete in it
It is only if I feel | can win,”

Australians, how:ua
have fared
M
said the 30-year-old. who is
retiring in 2006,

o, with Pat
Lleyton I!ewllt and Mark
“Oiherwise there is not

Philippoussis all unable 10
claim their home title.

much point in me going.™

El Guerrouj achieved a

Di Canio claims i innocence
lifetime ambition last August

aulo di Canio has in
when he clinched his first F Aot bt Appart

fascist salute he made
Olympic titles over 1500m | in last week's Home derby
and 5,000m.

was a mis-representation by
But the four-time world |

erirm Di Canio’s Matt
1500m champion is still hun- Roggi told ER{% Fiva
gry for more success bafore  |jve: “He ways, ' | went down
calling time on his carcer, to say hello to my support-

The 30-year-old has set m"'{llwwml rilie
his sights on clinching the i ek
world 5,000m crown in | 2 PRCIOBTPher oo tlwtn e a hEce
S, uul o camera that takes 1 days when Italy's former
Helsinki this surnmer. he says he {acist leader Benito Mussolini

Anif he is aiming o break

|-|Imdnnl hm - owas regularly. seenin the
10,000 Olympic champion

Kenenisn Bekole's $000m | . Polesre sl ooy, br ““"“"““‘"{,m
¢ and video evidence
o 10.000m world record. | B fot gy 9 iy, Crato,
LM

B Guerrouj could mevt The formes West Hlam star

lg as both the youngest
oldest men's singles
He was 18 years and 1wo
months old when he won the
first of his four lnluh: 1953
ed un unlikely

ack when be won in
of 37 yeas

£z
§

ouble  Olympic
Hicham

ing
el

appeared 1o gsﬁe nhmmlu
arm yﬂrm alter s team

Such an a:lnm would
have been recognised by the
mmnnfy ul‘ far-right, racist

who have gl\ren
u a bad name over the

lnuu has been axsoci-

|| The Trustoes are:

|| Covering about 2,000m2 within th Federal Capital Territory, Abuja are missing.
| Please if found return to BWARL AKUBUO & ASSOCIATES, Plot 35, Arca 7

GOGE AFRICA FOUNDATION
The general public is hereby informed that the above named Foundation his applicd 1o the
Corporate Affiars Commission for Registration under part *C” of the companies and Allied
Matters Decree of 1990

1. NNEKA GLORIA ISAAC MOSES
2 ISAAC ONYEMAECHI MOSES
Any obj 1o this. regh shiould be
within 28 days of this publication.
Signed:

Secretary
MISSING DOCUMENT

This is to inform the general public ially Abuja G

d 1o the Registrar General CAC Abuja

Systems (AGIS) that the Origingl Land Documents bclnugllls to LT, COL
HAMEED IBRAHIM ALI (RTD) situated in Wuse A7 District on Plot 521

Comershops, Garki Abuja.

Signed
B.B. Bwarl, Esq.
CHANGE OF NAMES

I, MISS NKECHI PEACE OKPARAOCHA, now wish to be kaown s MRS

Abuja.

I, formerly known and addressed s SHUAIBU JOHN, wish 0 be known and addressed as
MOSES U, JOMN, All former remain valid, y i Civil Iy L
please take note.

1, tormerly IBHADE ANGELA AKHIBL now MRS, IBHADE ANGELA RUSSEL. Former

Always Advertise with
Dady/Weekly Ti mst
. Newspapers

Iper

SALMAH SULEIMAN, All former documents remain valid. Federal Infand Revenue Sﬂ'w |

“orp ||
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“A Secretury General
Taiwo Ogunjobi, s
1o face a three-mun

sdministrative panel of
inquiry over finances of the
asOCIation

NFA chairman Thrahim

By bumails Umarn Lere,
| Coromggr Sprts Ecior

e ive audit of NFA

G said yesterday a1
the end of an emergency
| meeting of its board

He said that the panel
would examine the report of
Col. Joro Yabilsu commince
| which conducted  an

stufl and finances.

“The pancl will study the
report and see if it can
establish any guilt or
otherwise of any stafl of the
association in three wuh,"

Draily Teust

Sporxrts

Ogunjobi: NFA sets up probe panel

he sad

Galadima confirmod that
the board roceived u letter of
resignation by Ogunjobi, but
it could mol take any action
until the repoet of the pancl
s made availuble

The pancl comprised Dr
Sam Sam-Jaja, Sabo Jumba
and Chiel  Gabriel

Polish club blasts Ekwueme

mbatthed Super Eagles
midficlder Ifcanyi
i Fkwueme has been

branded “a cheat”™ after
| signing for two dilTerent

fire from the coach of Polish
club Lech Poznan, Ceeslaw
Michnicwics, and one of the
team's star players.

No cause f for alarm

ewly-signed de

of reigning ('Al-

Champions League
wimmers Enyimba, Odeh Oy,
i 1

Michniewicz tokd KICK
OFF what he felt about the
former Wisla Pluck player:
“1'm very disappointed in
Ekwueme. He is a cheat,
simple as that. But this i his
lifie mnd he's responsible for
s own choices.

“But I'm surc po team in
Poland will ever offer him a

iivm if be finally comes
back to Lech, there is no

at
Enyimba

former national under-23 |

team can win the continental
trophy for the third year
rumning despite the departure
of several op stars,

The former Lobi Stars of
Makurdi’s captain who
rocently joined forces with

Jefender said, “Tt was both
good and bad as we won the
FA Cup during my time. We |
could have retuned that tithe
Pt for the many matches we
were forced to play within a |
short lime by the NFA. This
did not give us a chance to

Obaseki leads League Board |

MT‘:"HI .*hm_' “'dl mnl nl‘ln our  leaguc
do By his special grce we
wre wining this Cup again for
Nigeria.
“Enyimba are the team of
the moment and they have the
| capacity to get the best from nsurance of Benin
m d';"“"‘"‘" Icn-im.n Onyiuki
Ode added: “We have Obascki has been
some of the best players at the clected bods of the interim
| moment, and | am happy that | cague management board
5 " 3 | while the appoi fan
| this tradition. | wish o sswure mmmwdlb:
| you that by the time d aficr the board
| e sky will be the limit of this | has been inangurated.
team which has some of the | “The wm of an
’rm'-' i A

Muhyﬁ:l
i,

midficlder Geremi

says he wants o leave

{the club to play first-team
l‘uﬂnﬂ.uﬂuuﬂﬂth-

a1 Middlesb
Whnbma
' frimy yer since Josc
]llmnh took over unll
-uldmluphﬂ nu
chub where he played
|i-mm.
*T'm not satisfiod st Chelsea
because I'm not playing,” he

there.
Geremi cost the @_Inen

bﬂ;wuhﬂ. he said. |

and 1 donot like |

place for him in our team. |
don 1 like this player
anymore,” be added,

Piotr Swiercrewski, one
of Lech Poznan's players,
also sid.

“Ekwucme cheated our
club. He told us he wasn't
sure if he wanted 10 join
Lech, hecause of other offers.
But he signed with Lech and
then excaped W Greece.

*1 also got wn offer from the
United States. But it was aficr

I decided to play for Lech,
so | refused to accopt the
opportunity. But Ekwucme
did it the other way - he
cheated our club,™

Before now, Flmhad
had & running battle with
another Polish club Wisls
Plock, who terminated his

contract after he over stuyed |
hissumhlhltysl’wlh::

second year mnaing.

And as a result be did not |

kick u ball in the first round
of the Polish league.

will take another look at it,”
said Sani Usman, onc of the
newly elected shers of

Chulewuma who were asked

to submit a report within

three weeks.
With the in

conduct of the NFA

management headed by

Ogunjohi and  alleged
)

B
going on, Ogunjobi and the
vest of the management team
stand 1

The Sports Minister, Col
Musa Mohammed has
recenily queried the (inancial

propricty against
it

Meanwhile, the newly
elected lcague board headed
by Omnyuiki Obascki will be
wworn in on Tuesday by the

-hx—mm:wum

been clected to the board.
They are Abdulazecz

Stock Exchange w:::
drapped from the list of |

the league hoard.

The first vice-chainman
of the board 1o run the
professional league
independent of the Nigeria
Football Association (NFA)
will be L Addie

Moh d (Ranchers
Bees), Sani  Usman
(Pillars), Emmanuel Zira
(Adamawa), Bode Oyewole
(35C) as  well as
representatives  from
Sunshine Stars and Niger

while the second vice is
Jude Ezochulown.
Six other persons have

anko, has appealed

'::' to club mmwfnm
from i

Former international
Felix Owolabi and a
representative from the

Tanko, also a former NFA
Ibomrd member, told the Nows
Agency of Nigeria (NAN)
yul.ertk;r in Abuja lhl:l

every

He said this was nocessary
o cosure the growth of the
| game.

owners should sign-on
coaches for at least two
uum for the sake of

Baucln ovt fires W Wlkh mgt |

Mham
management
commitice followi the

rformed
!olueam

e :luh

bave | Poeai aagee
A statement iunad by the
Bauchi Ministry of Spors.”

by o\lﬂ’l“lll Danbo s
of the state FA.

The staternent
Information Officer in me
ministry, Rabiu Bello,
explained that the new
was manduted

MERAECTCTI Was
10 work out for
N A 08 sy -
“The new management
(0]

sid the pew

PECIv

hh:mlﬁueofbfebh
the club,” Bello

Former ' mmullonnl | "-"'"i

Stopsacking coaches,club own

|

go
while an additional name
from this list will also be
wxed later.

Salihu  Abubakar is
widely expected to be
returned as  Executive
Secretary of the 15-man
board.

wners urged

It is dmndung o sce

for one

reason of |he other every
e Sied oa
on

on the NFA bourd

to stay away from the

association since “the same

government that i

Ihcm has asked

He nlw frowned at the
controversies  between the
Sports Mimistry and NFA

over th: n:eenl reforms,
d if g esbinss

the vice-chairman of the t withdrew its

The Wikki won .Irmel,
drew three -nd lost 17
matches,

B
“The private sector hus not
done wcll to warrant

er ace

Sudanese

club

jus Berger midficlder

Ndubuisi Eze has been

cleared by top Sudancse
side Al-Hilal

According to KICK OFF,
the former Super Eagles
player has been cleared 10
play for the top Sudanecie
side who took part in last
year's Confederation Cup
and played in the same group
with Enugn Rangers.

Al-Hilal reportedty paid 40
000 US dollars for the
player’s clearance.
No further details of Eze's
contruct were revealed but
the player was said to have
traveled to Khartoum a few
days ago 1o resume with his
new club,

Eze, s member of the’
Nigerian Supcr Eagles during
the build-up to the 2002
World Cup, has been & key
figure in the Julius Berger

idfield for about four

%W“ ﬁwwm he

the 34 games
league.

M.
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g
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