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Yar'adua: Jonathan
ISActing President

Inside Today's Daily Trust

By AbdulFattah Olajide & Mohammed S. Shehu

TWENTY four hours after President
Umaru Yaraduas statement referring to
Dr. Goodluck Jonathan as “Vice Presi-
dent” unleashed a storm of controversy,
the ailing President reversed course yes-
terday and recognized his deputy as the
Acting President and Commander-in-
Chief. Yaraduas statement on Tuesday
was widely interpreted to mean he did
not recognize the National Assembly’s
resolution earlier this month which rec-
ognized Jonathan as Acting President
even though Yaradua never transmitted
to the Assembly’ leaders
a medical vacation letter,
asrequired by Section 145
ofthe Constitution.

The sharp about-
turn was conveyed by
Yaraduas Special Adviser
on Media and Publicity
Olusegun Adeniyi, who
spoke to reporters at the
Presidential Villa, Abuja.
He said Tuesdays state-
ment, in which Yaradua said “the Vice
President should continue to oversee the
affairs” ofgovernment until the president
fully recovers from his ailment, “was very
clear and that the Acting President would
continue to run the affairs ofthe nation as
the Commander-in-Chiefuntil the presi-
dent is fit to takeover.” Adeniyi added,
“That remains the situation as far as | am
concerned, and as far as the president is
concerned.”

Asked what happens to Yaradua’ aides
like himself, he said, “We run one Presi-

cerned

I I Ihat remains the

situation as far as
| am concerned,
and as far as the
president is con-

dency and the Acting President has already
called for a meeting and | believe the meet-
ing will hold tomorrow to briefus on how
things will go and how he will run the Presi-
dency and everybody is included, especially
those who just returned from Saudi Arabia.
So, its just one Presidency and we are all
under Dr. Jonathan now as the Acting'Pres-
ident and Commander-in-Chief until the
president returns to office fully.”

Adeniyi said despite the purported
altercation between Yaraduas loyalists and
those said to be loyal to Jonathan, the rela-
tionship remained cordial. “The relation-
ship between them is very cordial. | know
for a fact that when the
president was in Saudi
Arabia, medical report of
the president was being
sent to the Acting Presi-
dent on the instruction
of the President. The last
one was last Friday when
Dr. Salisu, the President’s
Chief Physician, sent
to the Acting President
through the ambassador
a forwarding letter. | was copied, | have a
copy ofthe medical report on the presidents
health and ifyou read the letter sent by the
president, he addressed Dr. Jonathan as the
Acting President.

“They have always had a cordial relation-
ship and I also know for a fact that several
times in the council when the president was
presiding, he always said it that anytime he
isnotaround no memo should waitfor him,
that they should go to the acting president-
-then the VP—and also when there was
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Jonathan should give way

toYar'adua- Monguno

From Sharafa Dauda & Yahaya Ibrahim,
Maiduguri

FORMER Petroleum Minister
and elder statesman, Dr. Shiettima
Ali Monguno, has said the return
of President Umaru Yaradua

should not create any confusion
because his return means auto-
matic takeover of presidential
powers since he owns the man-
date as the duly elected president
in the first place.

Monguno who was reacting

yesterday in Maiduguri on the
situation said, “Fqr me, the whole
thing is crystal clear. Itis likewhen
the Hausa people say, “Ran damai
gado ya so gadon sa, mai tabirma
sai ya nada,” literally meaning,
“When the rightful owner requires

to use his property, then the occu-
pant should naturally relinquish
that property”

He said since President
Yaradua had already issued a
press statement through his Spe-
cial Assistant on Media and Pub-

picnan
in dilemma -

From Yemi Bamidele, Ibadan

FORMER presidential candidate
of the National Action Council
(NAC) Dr. Olapade Agoro has
said that the sudden arrival into
the country ofthe ailing President
Umaru Musa Yaradua would put
Nigeria in a political dilemma if
the situation is not properly han-
dled.

Speaking with newsmen in
Ibadan yesterday, Agoro said for
the polity not to be heated up
unnecessarily, Acting President
Jonathan Goodluck should be
ready to ease himselfback to the
Vice-Presidency and work with
Yaradua with cooperation and
loyalty like before.

Agoro who described the
present scenario as a test case for
the national polity, maintained
that Nigeria had never experi-
enced this kind of situation in

Jallo: Obasanjo caused constitutional crisis

From lbraheem Musa, Kaduna

THE current constitutional crisis the nation is
facing was caused by former President Oluse-
gun Obasanjo who unilaterally handpicked
Alhaji Umaru Yar adua to become the PDP
presidential flag bearer in spite of his ill-
health, Alhaji Hassan Jallo, a political associ-
ate ofex military President Ibrahim Babangida
said yesterday.

Addressing newsmen in Kaduna, the law-
yer turned politician recalled that Yar adua
collapsed during the presidential election
campaigns and had to be rushed to a German
hospital.

“In a good country, the party should have

Yar'adua remains

From Ibraheem Musa, Kaduna

BARRISTER Aliyu Umaru, former Solicitor
General of Kaduna State said in Kaduna yes-
terday that Yar adua remained the president
of Nigeria as the National Assembly* decla-
ration that made Jonathan Acting President
was unconstitutional from the beginning.

changed him because right from day one, we
all knew that Umaru cannot rule this coun-
try," ' Jallo said. However, Obasanjo insisted
on fielding him, he added. According to Jallo,
even as governor of Katsina State, Yaradua
spent over three months in a German hospital
and everyone knew that he was sick. Jallowho
isamember ofthe PDP, also accused his party
ofbeing the problem of Nigeriabecause it lacks
internal democracy.

“The PDP is just doing what it likes. The
leaders just select candidates and say everyone
should vote for him and that is why we are in
amess", he added.

Jallo said that nothing had changed since
Yar adua assumed the presidency about three

years ago, adding that the president’s policy
was merely on paper.

“Nigerians have been complaining that
since Umaru left for treatment nothing has
been happening in Nigeria and I tend to ask
this question, since Umaru was elected in
2007, what has changed in Nigeria?

Although Jallo said Yar adua remains the
president of the country following his arrival
on Wednesday, he noted that he is not capable
of ruling the country. He warned the PDP not
to contemplate fielding him in 2011 because
voters will reject the party at the polls. Jallo
said not even the party’ rigging machinery
would bring it to victory if Yar adua is put on
the ballot.

president - Aliyu Umar

He said Section 145 is very clear on how
an Acting President can emerge.

Umaru who is now in private practice,
said what is happening shows that the ruling
party has lost control. He advised the presi-
dent’s men to subjugate personal interest to
higher national interest, adding that they
should learn lessons from what happened in

Niger Republic. According to him, elections
are just ayear away and the country cannot
continue this way and expect to conduct
credible elections in 2011. The lawyer said
the events of the recent past had seriously
strained the nation civil rule, adding that
they are not good in nurturing our democ-

racy.

IMemer of retum caLse far osgp cooamkayano

Agoro

FromAdenlanwa Bamgboye, Lagos

LAGOS lavwer, Mr. Festus
Keyamo, has said the returmn
of President Yaradua to the
country reportedly in an air

ambulance is a matter that
callsfor deep concernamong
Nigeriars.

Keyamo said in Lagos
yesterday that the obvious
reason for the hurried retum

when itwas clear that he had
not fully recovered, was to
create an atmosphere that
would make itimpossible for
Goodluck Jonathan to effec-
tively take charge of affairs

of state, and make a cabal to
continue to run the country
by proxy.

This according to him,
is because even when it had
been said that Jonathan

would continue to run the
government, the presence of
the ailing president around
him would be enough to
distabilisehimandmakehim
unstableinhis decisions.

licity, Mr. Olusegun Adeniyi,
showing gratitude to Nigerians for
their prayers, the National Assem-
bly and elders of the nation, he
should be allowed to take charge
ofhis rightful place while the rep-
resentative should give way.

Yar'adua's return puts Nigeria

her political history. He therefore
called on the countrys political
leaders, especially those at the
National Assembly, to quickly
step into action in order to avert
an impending political doom.

Agoro declared: “No doubt,
the sudden emergence of Presi-
dent Yar’ adua has changed the
political equations that were
being worked out by Acting
President Jonathan Goodluck
and those who wanted Yaradua
impeached. The next few days
will be too dangerous a political
situation to be toyed with because
of the perceived disaffection that
had been created among some
members ofthe Federal Executive
Council (FEC) by the absence of
President Yaradua and the mak-
ing of Jonathan as Acting Presi-
dent.”

‘Heacht's
il
Ot

From lIsiaka Wakili, Lokoja

THE Kogi State Chairman of the
Nigerian Bar Association and
the Director, Centre for Human
Rights and Conflict Resolution
Messrs Williams Aliwo and Idris
Malik have described Presi-
dent Yaradua’s arrival as politi-
cally motivated. In separate
chats with newsmen yesterday
in Lokoja, they said the presi-
dent’s return was an attempt to
pre-empt the confirmation of
Goodluck Jonathan as Acting
President.

According to them, if the
president’ arrival was devoid of
any political interest, Nigerians
have every cause to thank God
AlrrTighty for his recovery and
return.

They, however, called
on the president to address
Nigerians and put to rest, any
rumour of his being “bundled”
into the country for political
reasons which they said would
not do him any good, calling
on political office holders not
to allow their personal inter-
ests to override the interest
the country.
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By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar & Turaki
A. Hassan

the countrys political land-
scape is currently surrounded by
uncertainty and difficulties, Sen-
ate President David Mark said
yesterday.

Inagoodwill message to Mus-
lims on the occasion of Eid il-
Maulud, Mark said the present
situation in the country calls for
all stakeholders to eschew senti
ment and sectional bigotryto sal-

TOP government officials last night
held a close-door meeting at the
United Statesembassy in Abujawith
Ambassador Robin Renee Sanders.

The Secretary to the Govern-
ment of the Federation Mahmud
Yayale Ahmed and Minister of Jus-
tice Adetokunbo Kayode were at
the residence of the ambassador to

vage the countrys democracy.

Mark implored Muslims to
emulate the virtue of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad by being
their brothers’ keeper at all times.

This period of uncertainty
calls for prayers and expression
of genuine love to one another
irrespective of different religious
or political leanings,” he said.

He said the present situation
in the country calls for ‘genuine
patriotism, loyalty to our Father-
land and upholding the sanctity of

attend US national day celebration.

But shortlyafter Sanders speech,
the three of them went inside the
ambassador’ residence and met
for about ten minutes before they
emerged and left. Sanders then
rejoined the rest of the guest in the
celebration.

It was not clear what they dis-
cussed but observers belief it may
not be unconnected with the cur-

Yar'adua's mum
nappy son Iis back

ByAbdulmirtallib A Abubakar

. hf °fthCailjng Preside
Dada Yaradua, yesterday expresse
over the return of President Umar u

ng !
Yaradua into the country.

She said she hopes that he will continue
ghlS daidy responsibilities. .

Well wishers have been trooping to Hajiya
Dadas residence in Katsina State to rejoice

exe*

& e

with her over Yaradua’ return from the
Saudi hospital. Hajiya Dada, in abriefinter-
view with Voice of Ameriga Hausa Service
monitored in Abuja, said she was delighted

ﬁthéhe §re;’>dent Yaraduas return after
7 ream» t“» h« Kingdom

She appreciated the concern people have
been showing to the family since his three

months absence.

&, LrEr " n“**y»»=n

Uncertainty surrounds
Nigeria, says Mark

brotherhood, because no one or
group interest should be allowed
to over ride the interest of the
Nation.”
Mark enjoined Nigerians,
especially, the political class to
demonstrate full loyalty and
allegiance to the Nigerian State
because we have no other place
or country to call ours.”

I appreciate the concern of
all Nigerians at this, moment of
our history. I am aware of the
various challenges, but I am con-

rentsituation in the countryfollow-
ing Yaraduas return to the country
after three months medical sojourn
in Saudi Arabia.

In an interview with the press,
the ambassador said that there is
lack of transparency in the way the
president came into the country,
adding that it is undemocratic for
Nigerians not to know tAe condi-
tion oftheir president.

vinced that this situation would
be resolved in the best interest of
the Nation,” he added.

The Senate President urged
Nigerians, particularly Muslim-,,
to use the period of Eid il-Maulud
to prayfor the speedy recovery of
President Umaru Musa Yaradua
from his illness.

He praised Nigerians for their
patience and commitment to
nationhood during these diffi-
cult times and asked them not to
relent on their oars.

In her remarks she said Nigeria
laces one ofits most uncertain times
as it enters the 50 years of its inde-
pendence.

On the 2011 election, Sanders
said Nigeria should be able to hold
transparent and credible elections
in 2011 or earlier, keeping in mind
t at democracies do not always get
everything right but the point isthey
strive to do so.

FG dismisses US
fears over Nigeria

By Abdulmutallib A. Abubakar

MINISTER of State for Informa-
tion and Communications Alhaji
Aliyu lkra Bilbis yesterday said
the return of President Umaru
Musa Yaradua would not desta-
bilize the country.

He was responding to the
fears expressed by the United
States Asssistant Secretary of
State on Africa Jonnie Carson that
Yaradua may not be able to dis-
charge the function ofhis office.

The minister said nobody can
be more concerned and patriotic
about the progress Nigeria more
than Nigerians.

He said the comment by Car-
son is baseless.

Mr. Carson said he wished
the return of President Yaradua
is not an effort by his allies to
upset Nigerias stability and cre-
ate uncertainty in the democratic
process, adding that Nigeria
needs strong, healthy and effec-
tive leaders.

Bilis to Radio France Interna-
tional Hausa Service that “Nigeria
experienced and solved more dif-
ficult national issues than what is
at stake and by the grace of God
we will solve the problem of this
country internally in an amicable

I manner’

| Yar'adua's return
further confuses
Nigerians, says CNPP

By Abbas Jimoh

THE Conference of Nigeria Polit-
ical Parties (CNPP) has expressed
concerns over the leadership cri-
sis that the return of ailing Presi-
dent Umaru Yaradua is almost
plunging Nigeria into chaos.

The group said the way and
manner Yaradua was smuggled
mto the country under the'cover
of darkness is a threat to the exist-
ence ofthe nation.

Chairman, Alhaji
Abdulkadir Balarabe Musa, said
yesterday in Abuja that, “If the
president has truly recovered
Nigerians should have been given
the opportunity to come out en-
masse to receive him because the
people who were urged to pray for
him should also have the chance
to thank God on his behalf. The
confusion in the land is growing
because of the series ofillegalities

perpetrated byall arms ofgovern-
ment in the past three months.”

Bugaje: We doubt
Varadua's return

WAbdulmutanib A AbuBakar

THE National Secretary
of the Action Congress
Usman Bugaje yesterday
dismissed reports that
President Umaru Musa
Yaradua has returned
to this country. He said
the fact that nobody has
sighted the president has

put alie to the claims that
he is back. Bugaje, who
attended the meeting of
the National Democratic
Movement held in Abuja,
said President Yaradua
is no longer strong and
healthy to pilot the affairs
of this nation even if
returns to the country.

| haye not seen him

(Yaradua). I have not seen
anybody who said that
he saw President Umar
Musa Yaradua,” Bugaje
told BBC Hausa Service.
He challenged those who
are saying that Yaradua
is back that they should
show him to the people of
Nigeriaifheis reallyin the
country.
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Boko Haram Kkillings: 17
video-taped cops nabbed

From Isa Umar Gusau and Yahaya
Ibrahim, Maiduguri

SEVENTEEN policemen who
appeared in the video footage
aired on Al Jazeera Television
executing unarmed people dur-
ing and after the Boko Haram
crisis lastyear in Maiduguri have
been arrested

Senate
blames
Tandja for
Niger's coup

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar & Turaki
A. Hassan

OUSTED Nigerien President
Mamadou Tandja was responsi-
ble for the recent military coup
in the uranium rich West African
nation, Senate said yesterday.

The resolution was reached
after lawmakers debated and sub-
sequently passed a motion spon-
sored by Senator Anthony Manzo
(PDP, Taraba) and 30 others on
the recent over throw of govern-
mentbyagroup ofyoung military
officers in the country.

After a heated debate, Senate
resolved to condemn “All uncon-
stitutioharand™ unlawful'change
of government including Presi-
dent Mamadou Tandja’s attempt
to perpetuate himselfin power.”

The Senators also urged the
military junta to come out with
a definite date for returning
the country to a democratically
elected government.

Maulud:
Leaders tasked
on accountability

By Abbas Jimoh

THE Muslim Rights Concern
(MURIC) yesterday in Abuja
enjoined leaders at all strata ofthe
society to emulate the exemplary
live style of Prophet Muhammad
to install probity and accountabil-
ity in governance.

Director of the group Dr. Is-
haq Akintola said in his Maulud
Nabiyy Nigerians should stop
creating artificial disasters like
religious intolerance, ethnic jin-
goism, political thuggery and
hooliganism among other vices,
with their own hands.

“We seize this opportunity
to felicitate with fellow Mus-
lims around the country and all
Nigerians in general.. We thank
Almighty Allah for singling out
our dear country for special
favours. Nigerians must note that
this country has cheated death
and ruination several times,” he
said.

The arrest was sald to have
been effected on the orders of
the Inspector General of police
Mr Ogbonna Onovo.

Acting Police Public Rela-
tions Officer at the Force Head-
quarters in Abuja, CSP Yemi
Ajayi, told Daily Trust that he
could not confirm the arrest.

News of the arrest followed
pressure on the police following

the broadcast.

The Federal Government
ordered investigations while
the House of Representatives
directed a committee to probe
the killings.

The 17 policemen who
appeared in the footage were said
to have been picked and moved
from the Borno police headquar-
ters in Maiduguri to the police

Force Headquarters in Abuja for— was in connection With the arrest.

interrogation.

They were secretly moved
on Tuesday while others were
still being trailed as at yesterday,
Daily Trust learnt.

A the Borno police head-
quarters yesterday, the Commis-
sioner of Police Ibrahim Abdu
was said to have traveled to
Abuja. It was unclear if the trip

When contacted on phone, the
commissioner asked out reporter
to directany enquiries to the force
headquarters in Abuja.

The CP had weeks ago, while
reacting to enquiries when the
footage was first aired, told jour-
nalists that he was yet to see itand
that he was not the CP when the
crisis erupted.

Students protest fee raise at American varsity

From Abdullahi Tasiu Abubakar,
Yola

STUDENTS of the American
University of Nigeria in Yola
yesterday staged a peaceful pro-
test over the institutions plan to
increase school fees by over 30
per cent.

- Sources told Daily Trust that
the university, founded by former
Vice President Atiku Abubakar,
has announced plans to increase
the fees by 31.7 per cent with
effect from September this year.
The increase would mean that
the annual fee of about N2 mil-

lion per student would jump to
N2.6 million.

But hundreds of students
walked peacefully to the office of
the interim president ofthe insti-
tution yesterday to express their
displeasure over the planned
increase.

“We are not happy with the
plan to increase the fees, and
many of us gathered in front of
the president’s office to say so. It
was a peaceful demonstration;
and we have now returned to
our normal activities,” one stu-
dent told Daily Trust yesterday
evening.

The Interim President of the
University Bettina Espe con-
firmed the story. She said the stu-
dents conducted “peaceful con-
gregation”to protest the planned
increase for school fees.

She said the university
decided on the increase to reduce
ttie level of subsidy being pro-
vided to students.

She said the current annual
rate of N2 million per student
covers only 45 per cent of the
actual cost of services the uni-
versity offers to each student,
while the university provides 55
per cent subsidy.

According to her, rising cost ot
items and services aswell as a plan
to provide addition services to the
students also made it necessary for
the university to increase the fees.

She said the university wel-
comed a peaceful protest from the
students, but did not say whether
yesterday’s protest would lead to
the withdrawal of the planned
increase.

University officials said the
university offers American stand-
ard education to students and
the fees cover for tuition, laptop,
unlimited access to internet serv-
iceand other educational services.

Jos crisis: Police uncover plot to attack villages

THE Inspector-General of
Police Mr Ogbonna Onovo said
in Abuja yesterdaythat the force
had uncovered plots to attack
some remote villages in Jos.
The IG, who stated this while
meeting with police chiefs across
the country, said the police were
prepared to bring lasting peace

to Plateau State.

“We are aware that some
youths are now engaged in gue-
rilla war tactics to attack remote
villages. That one will be taken
care of so that we bring peace to
Plateau state,” Onovo said.

According to him, the Jos
crisis will serve as a wakeup

call to the Criminal Intelligence
Bureau in particular and the
Nigeria Police Force in general.

.Onovo said there were
reported cases yet to be resolved
and called on the commissioners
of police to rise to the challenge
of investigating not only cases
of “movers and shakers” of the

society, but also those of ordi-
nary victims.

He also warned that any
commissioner who failed to
respond to a complaint or peti-
tion within seven days ofrequest
by the force headquarters would
be queried.

(NAN)
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express fear

By Abbas Jimoh

THE Congress for Progressive
Change (CPC) and the Right
Monitoring Group (RMG) have
expressed apprehension over
unfolding events heralding
the return of President Umaru
Yaradua. The CPC said that
Yaraduas return springs more
surprises and anxiety which is not
nealthy enough for the country.

National Publicity Secretary
of the party Aghanya Dennis told
Daily Trust that it is disturbing
the Yaraduas deputy and Acting
President Goodluck Jonathan is
unaware of Yaraduas return.

Our fear is that democracy
is still being threatened by the
unfolding events, why did those
keeping the president away from
Nigerians allowed the 6-man FEC
team to waste tax payers’ money
to Saudi Arabia when theyknew
the president is coming back? This
shows that President Yaraduas
family did not consult with the
presidency or Jonathan that the
president is coming back, this is
not good for the country,” Agh-
anya said.

The Right Monitoring Group
(RMG) said Nigeria is bigger than
any individual and the way the
presidents return was handled
is nothing short of mockery of
Nigerians. The group’s National
Coordinator Olufemi Aduwo said
yesterday in Abuja that the best
option ii§ \}‘ori tPe Senate to com-

against President Yaradua to awi<
the country plunging into crisis.

Saudis join
Nigerians to rejoice
Yar'adua's return

By Aisha Umar Agaie

SAUDI Arabian Charge d Affairs,
Jalal Hassan O. Almograby has
said that Saudi authorities join

-—Syrians to rejoice on the return

aftersta”g”~Yhr~oM H fr
Jeddah Hospital to receive treat-
ment.

In an interview with Daily
Trust at the embassy yesterday in
Abuja he stated that “it is the wish
of Saudi authority that Yaradua
return to Nigeria healthy and we
pray for him to be in good health
and perform his duty success-
fully . He emphasised that Saudi
government does not have ahand
in hiding information on the
condition of health of President
Yaradua.

He said going to Saudi Arabia
tor medical is open to the world
and the moment a patient fulfils
the medical requirement, the
embassy will grant the patient
medical visa to travel to Saudi
Arabia for treatment which is
normal to all Saudi embassies all
over the world.

He added that the relation-
ship between Nigeria and Saudi
Arabia is along time relationship
since independence and it could

of MUsﬁgnQﬁ%ibaerﬁ%popmatlon

Nnamani group warns

In Abuja yesterday.

let Gabriel Igbinedion,

against military intervention

By Muideen Olaniyi

SENATOR Ken Nnamani-led
Good Governance Group (3G)
yesterday warned against any
attempt by the military to inter-
vene in the current constitutional
crisis created by the return of
ailing President Umaru Musa
Yaradua.

Mr Salihu Lukman, who

vhathcm

CoRtinildd from page I

tion between ministers and min-
ister of state, he mentioned the
kind ofcordial relationship he had
with Dr. Goodluck Jonathan then
as his vice president. So, as far as
I am concerned, they had avery
cordial relationship.”

On the reports that Jonathan
was billed to take orders from
First Lady Hajiya Turai Yaradua,
Adeniyi said though he was not
at the meeting where Jonathan
briefed ministers, he however dis-
missed the report. He said, “Ifyou
ask anybodywho was at the meet-
ing, he or she will tell you that
what you have there in the press
is not what actually happened |
was not actually there, | was doing
somethingin the office and before
| got there, the meeting was over.

Yes, the president has arrived,
he [Jonathan] has not seen him
he suggested thatwhen he sees the

-dJ . R
cssed pepomen jn Ay g

the manner in which President
Yaradua was brought to the coun-
trywithout proper clearance with
the Acting President Goodluck
Jonathan who is still the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Armed
Forces.

The group said the various
reported acts of intimidation

against Jonathan in the Villa,
posed serious threat to stability
and national unity, saying no to
Illegal Exercise of Presidential
Power’ *

It said those impeding the
effective exercise of executive
powers by the Acting President
Jonathan are violating the consti-
tution and will be made to answer
to their treasonable acts.

13 Acting eVaciHpnt

First Lady is just a matter ofcour-
tesy, that he will call pn the first
family, he will see the first lady
and then the president. So when
you hear that Turai is in charge,
Turai takes over, all those things
are not correct.

“Its been very unfair to the
First Lady at the time she is nurs-
ing her husband. So there is no
such thing and you don't expect
the Acting President to report to
the First Lady. Itis abnormal and
it won't happen. What the Act-
ing President actually said that
he was going to see the first lady
and ask about the husband, that
is the President, and probably see
him. To me it is a normal situa-
tion, which I believe is the natural
thing to do.”

Hours before Yaradua’ office
made the about-turn, Informa-
tion and Communications Min-
ister Dora Akunyili told Reuters
that Jonathan remained the coun-

try’ acting head of state until the
National Assembly reverses a
resolution giving him the presi-
dents executive powers. She said
He cannot go back to Vice Presi-
dent until the National Assem-
bly reverses their resolution that
made him acting president, which
was even supported by the Fed-
eral Executive Council and more
importantly by most Nigerians.”

As it happened, the planned
meeting between Acting Presi-
dent Goodluck Jonathan and the
First Lady Hajiya Turai Yaradua
did not hold on Wednesday
evening, Daily Trustgathered last
night.

A reliable Presidency source
told Daily Trust that when the
acting president sent his aides to
President Umaru Musa Yaraduas
residence located in the Aso Rock
Villa, Abuja, to meet with the First
Lady and arrange the meeting,
they were told that she was not

Nigerian people will not
accept any military solution to a
crisis contrived by those who do
not want to lose power because
they are afraid of being made to
account for their misdeeds,” the
group said.

We will continue to mobilize
Nigerians to insist on respect for
the constitution, especially Sec-
tion 1ofthe Constitution.

available.

Jonathan had told ministers
at a meeting Wednesday that he
would meet Hajiya Turai later
that evening to get a briefing on
Yaraduas health. According to the
source who spoke on condition of
anonymity, “around 7.00pm yes-
terday (Wednesday), when the
team went to the president? resi-
dence, thefirst ladywas not ready
to come down for any meeting, so
Jonathans aides went back to their
boss to report the situation. Itwas
then that the meeting was put off.”

The source added, “What the
acting president wanted to do is to
welcome her back and get briefing
on the president’s health from her
He also wanted to shew solidarity
with the family and to make her
understand that there is no rift
between him and the Yaradua
family. But | think people may
have misinterpreted the whole
thing”
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FGwants N

lger

junta to run
short transition

By Mohammed S. Shehu

THE Federal Government yes-
terday urged the military junta
in Niger Republic to run a short
transition programme in order
to ensure a speedy transition to
democrat

Acting President Goodluck
Jonathan said this yesterday when
he received a six-man delegation
from Niger Republic at the Presi-
dential Villa, Abuja.

A statement issued by the Sen-
ior Special Assistant on Media
and Publicity to the Acting Presi-
dent Ima Niboro said, “The mes-
sage the president passed to them
is very clear that they must have a

aine s
ctteeto
revisit asset
forferture [l

By Nasidi A.Yahaya

THE House of Representative’s
Committee on Drugs, Narcotics
and Financial Crimes yesterday
regretted the defeat of a bill seek-
ing the forfeiture of assets of per-
sons under investigations alleg-
edly over drug, economic and
financial crimes.

The House' had on Wednes-
day rejected the bill which sought
to empower the Economic and
Financial Crimes Commis-
sion (EFCC) to confiscate assets
acquired illegally by suspected
criminals.

Chairman of the Committee,
Rep Rabe Nasir said the commit-

trotmgbaci the bill and ensure
its passage into law.

He made this remark during a
public hearing organised by his
committee on a bill for an Act to
Amend Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission (Establish-
ment) Act 2004.

He said the defeat of bill on the
floor ofthe House was regrettable,
adding that it would be re-intro-
duced due to its importance in
tackling corruption in the society.

Speaking on the issue, EFCC
chairman, Mrs. Farida Waziri,
declared that the greatest amend-
ment that could be made to the
Commission Act was the asset
forfeiture bill.

Represented by the agencys
Head of Operations Emmanuel
Akomaye, the EFCC boss said
there was no better way the com-
mission could fight corruption
without having law that permit-
ted forfeiture of assets of those
involved in crimes.

very short transition programme
and conduct election as soon as
possible. That is the only way they
can write their names in gold and
considered as heroes”

Jonathan told the junta that
Nigeria was concerned about the
situation in Niger because of the
proximity to Nigeria.

The statement said the junta
didnt make any commitment to
that effect.

Explaining their position,
Mossi Hasaan, a colonel and
leader ofthe six-man delegation,
said “Our mission in Nigeria is to

. explainto the President of Nigeria

the reason for the emergence of
the Supreme Council for the Res-

toration of Democracy.

He said the council came about
because there is a real problem
in Niger. “We have to tackle the
problem and reconcile the people
and finally have to restore democ-
racy in the country. We have
appointed the prime minister; he
willputin place the council (cabi-
net) that will come and do the job
and they will determine how long
we will stay”.

Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs Jibril Maigari said the Eco-
nomic Community ofWest Africa
States (ECOWAS) has emphasised

m that their stay in power must be

short, adding that “the suspension
of Niger from ECOWAS stays.

Fraud charge: Court to rule on
Ogunlewe’s request March 30

By Sunday Ejike Benjamin

AN Abuja High Court will on
March 30 rule on the applica-
tion by the embattled Managing
Director of the Nigeria Deposit
Insurance Corporation (NDIC)
Ganiyu Ogunlewe for stay of
proceedings pending the hearing
and determination of his appeal
against a decision ofthe court.
Ogunlewe is standing trial
alongside the Director, Opera-
tions of the Corporation, Prof.
Peter Umoh; Dr. Joe Emerson,
Innocent llozumba, Adedapo
Agboola and Pius Obeleke over
alleged conspiracy and fraudu-

lently misappropriating recov-
ered funds of the distressed For-
tune Bank Pic running into billion
of naira.

Ogunlewe had through his
counsel 1.0. Olorundare (SAN)
protested their arraignment
before the Abuja High Court
on the ground that the alleged
offences for which they are
charged by the Police were com-
mitted in Lagos and not in the
Federal Capital Territory (FCT).

The Court threw out five out
ofthe seven-count charge leveled
againstthe accused persons by the
Inspector General of Police (IGP)
for lack of jurisdiction.
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EFCC arrests Kenny Martins

By Misbahu Bashir & Atika Balal

COORDINATOR ofthe defunct
Police Equipment Foundation
Kenny Martins was yesterday
arrested by the Economic and
Financial Crimes Commission
(EFCC).

A High Court sitting in
Gwagwalada, Abuja, had issued
abench warrant for the arrest of
Martins over a case of forgery
and criminal intent to commit
crime.

EFCC’s Head of Media and
Publicity Femi Babafemi said
Martins was arrested outside a
court in Maitama Abuja, where
he had gone over a different
case.

Martins was said to have
taken refuge inside the court
room when he realised the pres-
ence ofthe EFCC detectives. He
refused to come out until around
5pm and undercover operatives
stationed in the court arrested
him.

Meanwhile, an Abuja Federal
High Court has set aside the fiat
given to Festus Keyamo and his

PIC: KENNEDY EGBONODIE

chambers by the Attorney Gen-
eral of the Federation to act as
prosecutor in asuit filed against
Kenny Martins by the EFCC.

Counsel to Martins, ChiefJ. |
Ucheaga had opposed to Keya-
mo’s appearance as prosecutor
and asked the court for an order
preventing Keyamo or any mem-
ber of his chambers from acting
as prosecutor in the matter.

Setting aside the fiat, Justice
Adamu Bello said the fiat given
to Keyamo and his chambers by
the AGF has not been given in
the interest of Justice and asked
the AGF to appoint another
prosecutor if he must.

Martins, who pleaded not
guilty, is accused of breaching
a loan agreement amounting
to $97.5 million he entered into
with an American company,
Cavalry Security Group, LLC.

Meanwhile, one of the per-
sons who stood as bail sureties
for Martins has approached
the court seeking to withdraw
his position. The court has set
March 31 for the motion filed by
the surety to be taken.

Institute seeks

partnership with media

By Fidelis Mac-Leva and Maureen Onochie

THE Chief Executive Officer of the
National Institute for Educational Plan-
ning and Administration (NIEPA), Pro-
fessor Taiwo Ajayi has commended Media
Trust limited for its leading role in infor-
mation dissemination, particularly in the
area of education.

Ajayi said thiswhen he led a delegation
of the Institute on a visit &the corporate
Headquarters ofthe Media Trust in Abuja.

“We have been following your report-
age of activities in the country, particu-
larly in the area of education and we are
highly impressed. In fact going through
your stables one would think you are one
ofthe oldest media outfits in the country,
Ajayi said.

He said their visit to Media Trust was
to seek ways of partnership, especially in
creating public awareness on the activities
ofthe institute.

.J& E MidNIEPA S
based in Ondo State and has its presence
in other parts pfthe country. .

He said it was established in 1992 by

UNESCO to serve the entire West Coast.

New Dep Clerk assumes duty at N/Assembly

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar

THE new Deputy Clerk to the
National Assembly Alhaji Sal-
isu Abubakar Maikasuwa has
assumed full official duties.

His appointment was con-
firmed last week by the National
Assembly Service Commission
(NASC) with effect from Octo-
ber, 2009.

Maikasuwa replaces Prince
Oluyemi Ogunyomi, who has
been elevated to the post of the
Clerk ofthe National Assembly.

Maikasuwa was formerly
the Clerk Special Duties for the
assembly after spending two years
asthe Clerk to the House of Rep-
resentatives.

He attended the National Insti-

» #

ALHAIJI Salisu Maikasuwa

tute of Policy and Strategic Stud-
ies (NIPSS) Kuru near Jos and
has worked at various levels at
the Federal Capital Development
Authority (FCDA) before moving
to the National Assembly.



Friday, February 26, 2010

daily trust

f.li

fSttsS ev9ms”

antigprooeedtic tenets espe-

] ]

aradtme?106°f, .. pe - NERE
h*"™n rights act,v,, SAtFf“®W8"™ |» . i
SUST dHE

S —

tat

F1*12N a* eant'stomb

mJTA *“»_ X

10St a Voice * *

FORMER Unite
Amibassaddr (8 hitra S avifs
hrnl » rin8ton yesterday . .
I/tu  WhaShefo™ally bade nngton who has beenTondo -P* # U§ enZ'V'y and his *T ftufUSeofth™instru- ¢Tn 1
ate hum nr| hts crusader a State since Monday wh N J Arese’ acc’mpanied bv ? ofthelaw and mass mobi-  thevn eplaced May
lawyer h|e9 Ea %gyesoa he delivered a lecture ent ™ State Governor Dr “f ™ against acts oflnjustlce y 0 U r * generation take up
Fawehinmi farewell athishome  tied ‘Electoral Reform GooW  ° Ufegun Mi™I<oandhj wSe and°ppref°n - '"sCLT Cntinue N
counmtiryy, Ondo Town Governamue & Memommeany im* 2 kikemil [Paid & vikit 45 Fame- dedﬁamssmnigjng\ehhlmta rs nmmihmdadlle‘bVemﬂsedlrﬁ%
Carrington  admonish ~  gammanarainn of the filt  hmf Ishvsghiayveyanty family. tntd)/lmasa§reat logesqtcRrduly hewee em |
anniversary of the Dr Glimge Mm@fd'mg to the dlplomat I,tgiilkl!ltttﬂﬂﬁ Sﬁ R 9 @mum&"i?f
r d ngenera] Carrlngton : ESpﬁ’U 'ﬁ)%

\? Son his way back to his

Nigerians, especially lawv
N

emulate the deceasedh Jh ¢ gun'Mimikos administration™

Sggss

PIC: AFOLABISOTUNDE |

\r-

"HU* W..H S«u<teMS of Nob,e ™

M««a Trust | I I

! Ot v [ e e 7 o s

VETERAN edocatidMist MHeecdedssoonttocofanteehT.,.. Uit eenent diivopgtiomimaasatiamic
sor Aliyu Babatunde Fafunwa fnd degrees on the Personalities p 3 result of the strike and TZ Qeative’ hardworking
S o0 nn e businessman, Alhaji V icIT hIT f~ instit® s Aca~ thec 0 iS :iWentrePreneurs in
iko Dangote are among four  hi-  hancellor Professor Atta- CASTJin tv,  “Universities The vice rh 1
nr the Pre-convocation ) Thevice dwuccUor also  canvassed™1 AanceUcr therefore

distinguished Nigerians to be
uieir academic activi-

ties, saying that they would have
no (\)Ptlon but to wait for nex ear’
convocation. ears
Asked to explain why theinsti-

graduates wheyagrapili-over piit-over stu-  nf 1°n,consiclered Dagote as one
~honorary degree recipients He imnl *U}°?S m

nacé\ tofaTof 3 838 graduates wil
s8id. Bf the MBEPVYR syeNBHES

holders, 1, 539 Masters degrees

and 1,458 diplomas, he said. 8
According to him, only 790

atedegteasb fteBa’\SS

SSb “gf*'

ao™'aC* Onbill* d f«

The two others are Nigerias
former Chief of Air Staff ™r

that BlFempldyeeheled Grag®

found il mpos-

country

«- Is Nurg | f‘%ﬂg .
Srmer Exectitive Secre a %emm @Wﬁﬂ@ﬁtﬁ%ﬁ@@saﬁt T
Mgtio niversities Comr- ¥t Jga descrlbe ngote asa self on P °red Ae state and federal
of Governor 1¢ 10 create the ena
[—
Enu”
wasdueto by D/
From Ahmed Mohammed & \% .
Mahmud Lalo, Jos \o8am said yesterday.
. ‘ They said this yesterday ata Pan” H rePorted cases in
CEREBROSPINAL Meningitis  Sen$ltisatj on workshop on CSM z J eyen in Shen- s"v0|d e mea(ljsuollres such
overcrgw room
Z 111Z bythe National E”er- fme KTS’\ Ic;JaIgersonn%qevsgrté 2 weII as%otlng P selgns Mg
e d.isej whic

Management Agency for

09
~ N°?h Central Zone info/ include, fever, vomltlng, loss 0

has killed two persons in Plateau
State, the Directors of Health in

Pankshin and Shendaml__ocd
ssrarsAri®

yp

“°SJ I° SenStlse the public

* ~ mS r poH

babies) and severe headache, stiff

o*5£ S £ S 2 1§

Au o-du18 to _

cial iZ rtT 6funds from

tated by his death.
TRregus Kao
llece
~

N
From Lawan Danjuma Adamu, Kano

AN afternoon fire yesterday gut-
ed asection ofthe Bata GSM vil-
age in Sabon Gari area of Kano

m r°P°h* The inferno accord-
ing to the head of the GSM mar-

Jet umOn, Abubakar Dallatu
Nabegu, was ign/ted by an electric
spark around 1:30pm yesterday.
Nabegu said the fire razed 360

shops, adding that the marketers

Kss trat wadptidhe amount of
&aribBINRBediOsaidnaHAANerE

sitting in their shops when elec-
tricity supply was restored and

whicV TANT 17* Ae area’
inferno. 7 *  tri8gered the
The Operations  Officer

Kano State Fire Service, Kasshn
Musa said his men responded
immediately after a distress
call was received. He attributed
the destruction to delay by the

affected marketers in drawing the
attention offireman ne
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JIBWIS
seeks return

From Mahmud Lalo, Jos.

THE Jamaatul IzalatulBid’ah Wa
Ikamatis Sunnah WBW!IS) ha
called forthe return o the rebred
General Emmanuel Abisoye
panel to con'tH&e its investigation
into the November 2008 Jos crisis”
The National Chairman ofthe
UlamaS w il of HBWIS As”
Sheikh Muhammad Sam Yahya
w irw ho addressed newsmen
injos yesterday said the Solomon
Lar Presidential Advisory Com

e R (R VA RS

recurrent crises to Proff« so

tions for lasting peace in the state
had alot of confusion.

Sheikh Jingir said the add”
tional seven people addedL to the
committee would not be able
flow with the initial members
of the committee since they had

ALTLIwo?lo, fu»ion

in the commlttee because some
people

e e E&Sé@gﬁ%ﬂmes

they jo them |
narily, \/\#\%ﬂ sBIAES ﬁ?ﬁe
finrlc it verv dIf-
meetmg
ficu

tnbLnon since the meeting;elid
not startwhen he was around not
to talk f a whole committee, h

said. He also decried the inclu-
sion of certain personalities in
the committee who were alleged
tohavebeenfoundwantmginthe

recurrent crises in the state, add

Ing, “The report of the Abisoye
nanel will go along way in find-
ing the culprits of the recurrent
crises in the state which will also
help in uniting this country and
deterring other people from per-
petrating same m any part of the

Slé—}(e éoo maintaine Pl die
SBoracee et shatld hive
bastith 8019 partyt ol MVERT) ¥e;
and punish the culprits since it is
the apex and neutral body in the
country, adding that there is no
wisdom in setting up a commit-
tee made up ofpeople in the state.
Sheikh Jingir further alleged
that the committee has not been
doing a commendable job in its
recent tour of key places affected
by the crisis adding that the com-
mittee has sidelined key areas
where they were supposed to have
visited because those areas hold

part ofthe key to finding lasting
solution to the crisis.

Un'm

Maiduguri

DAILY TRUST

1,000 Nigerians

N

A

Registration Council of

AVARNN dtowork in South Africa

soniS a?

g$glt$$ ISIE =

teachlngjobs

s

which had made provisions for the engag

I wearly

N

LaBemp.sbythepolicetointerroga.e.h.

Commlssmner in, Souﬂ%h '%

Africa
Mamvd. .aftkier b eregii

™Aro~nlofTeNigerianteache«w ™ W

Declaringthe workshop

fric Brllg

ar

Friday. February 26.2010

in SIAfrica

a,gequatfzcgrlgmp 8m wijh InfoTMC I-
sEmmMede@iﬂqnhantdchhomgwadéyv

T ~ ° \fBmk* eTor Education Specialist

Marvam Abacha frustrates investigatio

open, Prot. trCN jectand its proper utilizat
n S M S X sed”
|
|
--= * « n o th e e ,
firs: lady, aBegedhin acopfessional s.a.emen.  befoteteco $ £ £ £
ntade.otbepoU«>/"** g/

commlt.

sibi% ofthe or™makop.eso
Age

N N

lainedunderdm ess

aw statist

annual public mealth lecture ofthe” #

*ESEmM \Ssﬁ

aji Bukar Musa madednscaU
in Maiduguri during the fourth

oy

cchiefs for 12-14 years withoutbem

moStAssistantf*Deputy *e ¢

p
be SaeMlst (Director) haI:otbeen created

andmalaria, add

urine anaIyS|s malaria test, can
A ommunity health officer in preventing

SRR



%

Oros /XyieuidsT.ygbrR TATTPT Y"TT A*7

DAILY TRUST

Court dismisses
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pPYgpi:

Falana's application African m iniSte rS
unite against piracy
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6y Atika Balal

AN Abuja Federal High Court
has dismissed an application by
Lagos-based lawyer Femi Falana
seeking reference to the Court of
Appeal questions of law formu-
lated for interpretation in asuithe
filed against the Attorney General
of the Federation (AGF).

In dismissing the application,
Justice Adamu Bello said before
the case can be referred to the
appellate court, the applicant must
establish locus standi, which was
not established in this case.

The court also granted an
application sought by Counsel to
Falana, Kayode Ajulo, to withdraw
the suit.

Falana, in the initial suit filed
before the Federal High Court
1, asked that decisions reached
by the Executive Council of the
Federation during President
Umaru Musa Yaradua’ absence
be annulled.

He also asked the defendant to
answer whether the resolution of
the Executive Council of the Fed-
eration adopted at its meeting of
December 2, 2009 to the effect
that President Yaradua is capable
ofdischarging the functions ofhis
office was based on any medical
report.

Falana had earlier requested
that the case be transferred to
another courtfollowing the courts
ruling that Goodluck Jonathan
can exercise the executive powers
vested in the President by virtue of
section 5 ofthe 1999 constitution.

'Our performance has
earned us respect'

By Francis Okeke

DIRECTOR General of the
National Directorate of Employ-
ment (NDE) Malam Abubakar
Mohammed yesterday said that
the performance of the directo-
rate in recent years has brought
respect to the institution with
many organisations and individu-
als partnering with the directorate
to create jobs.

Mohammed told Daily Trust
that the performance of NDE has
attracted state governments and
members ofthe national assembly
aswell as state houses ofassembly
and private individuals which led
to several collaborations on job
creation.

He however attributed the suc-
cess ofthe NDE to teamwork from
all stakeholders.

Mohammed said the direc-
torate is consistently striving to
better its past records so as to
continue to contribute to national
development.
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yShehu Abubakar

' N
i\‘/ﬁmfsfr_tﬁg of transport, ambas-
sadors and representatives from
~K”~ r’can_countries meeting in
Abuja are findings ways to tackle
the problems ofseapiracy, armrob-
bery, bunkering and the use ofsub-
standardships on the African coast.

Transport Minister ofthe Repub-
lic of Congo and Chairman of the
Abuja Memorandum of Under-

v?®'V «8S-

ECOWAS

iTtthlta,**

THE ECOWAS regional body has
introduced an award system to
promote innovation in the public
sector for improved service deliv-

The All Africa Public Service
Innovation Awards (AAPSIA),
launched by ministers of public
service from the ECOWAS mem-

Coussqss AYBOPEHId F¥en
implemented, thP MoU would

provide a solution,to all the prob-
lems bemgencountered by African

countries at the African coast.
He said,Abu}, MoU which
was signed into law attempt to
the regional

rastfirass

regional and cross-sector collabo-
ration towards promoting good
governance on the continent.

In a statement issued in Abuja,
the commission said the award
system will create a platform for
information, sharing, lesson-
learning, partnerships and possi-
ble replication ofsuccessful initia-
tives across Africa.

Transport Ministersl bvt P
lution of the Abuja MoUsipneH °
1999 and with the active colfabor”
tionofthe Tr*™M™?2j w ~

Welcoming delegates o>
Transport Minister S E i

launches public service award

ber countries, also aims to deomnarp

“Mr. Richard Baloyi, who
launched the awards in Abuja,
stressed the need for ECOWAS
member states to show their sup-
port by submitting their entries to
beat the 31st July2010 deadline

Nigerias Head ofthe Civil Serv-
ice of Nigeria Mr. Steve Oronsanye,
who welcomed delegates, said a
virile public service is essential for
the building ot a functional state.
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Women politicians
unite ahead 2011
ByAkorQjoma

WOMEN politicians from differ-
entpolitical parties and civil society
organisations yesterdaygatheredin
Abuja to discuss how to come out
strongly in the forthcoming 2011
elections.

The women include serving and
former deputy governors, minis-
ters, senators and other parliamen-
tarians, women partyleaders, Local
Government chairmen, council-
lors, commissioners, among others.

Hajiya Inna Ciroma, PDP
women leader, said it has become
necessary for women to come
together irrespective of difference
because of the problems they have
been facing in participating in
Nigerian politics.

2011 is around the corner and
we have to strategise on howto help
ourselves and to move our gender
agenda’ she said.

Deputy Governor of Plateau
State Mrs. Pauline Tallen said
women can make a dramatic
changein the countryifgiven room
to participate fully in governance.

Senator Eme Ufot Ekaete com-
mended the initiative of the dia-
logue and dinner organized by the
Gender Affirmative Action Project
(GAA) as awelcome development
to unity women.

Earlier, Mrs. Sarah Jibril advised
the women to be united and listen
mare to one another.

Perm sec tasks civil servants on effrciency

sV | V.1 IV.V

By Francis Okeke

A Permanent Secretary under the
office of the Secretary to the Gov-
ernment of the Federation has
urged civil servants to be proac-
tive and efficient in the discharge
of their duties in line with the
Public Service Charter,

rilice co",'">1«ioner sacked for

THE Police Service mmissi?
(PSC) has approved #e dismissal=
of Mr. Sambo A. Mohammed,
Commissioner of Police, Special
Duties at the Force Headquarters,
Abuja, forembezzlement and abuse
ofoffice.

— ell Ul
decision at its 13th plenary meet-
ingwhichheldin Abujaon Tuesday.

PSC3% Head, Press and Public
Relations, lkechukwu Ani said
Mohammed was found to have
diverted and embezzled various
sums of money estimated at N16
million given to him by the gov-

AL, .. . . .
Alhaji Suleiman Kassim, who
was recently deployed to the
General Service Office, said this
in his first meeting with officers
on Grade Level 15 and above in
his department

and ensurgnthefiatipssateeniattd
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He was also foundto have ille

Police Officer IH me ate Bm

e State

WIERIR 22 hours, saying that the
SGF s office is the engine room of
government.

While urging staff to work as
a family, he assured them that he
was ready to provide them with

21 am prepared 6 (istvh, pre-

embezzlement

E£::XEs £&

Mnh QGOm™ S3<n said-

ommands

AN n
orno State

L. . Area
and Divisions in the

ared to support and prepared to
ead,” he sairc)f Prep

Speaking on behalfofthe offic-
ersearlier, the Director of General
Services Mr. U. D. Ambursa, who
acted as Permanent Secretary for
about four months, assured the
newly-deployed permanent sec-
retary of support.
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Command without recou® of the
Inspector-General of ,T Godwin
approval of the Pre."people were
others. The Corructualization of
gated Mohamjvi urged the gov-
tion earlier gnore such people to
over his '-completion ofthe clean
while h<cord time.
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Lar c'ttee VISItS
displaced persons

THE Federal Government advisory
Committee on Jos crises headed by

fhe former Plateau State Governor
ChiefSolomon Lar yesterday visited
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the most peaceful state in the country

sH S f1U 115
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Group denies agitating for state 1jjfjgjj| g knOW fate April 30

From Isa UmarGusau,Maiduguri

thoueh an advertorial in a national daily last monu*
intheassociationsname. The statementnotedthatthough some

m@mB€F§ gfthe asseeiationsbeardeiirusiessignedtheadve o-

mncnltinffthe assoaation.

andwould notbe draggedinto mattersthat on sectionalinterests,
maintainingthatthe group onlytakespartin
programmes with direct impacton the lives ofBomo citizens.

0 We are Cold Room builders and
spare parts suppliers.

¢ Our Cold Room is ideal for your
vegetables, fruits, meat and fish etc.
Which keeps them fresh.

¢ The energy consumption level
is very lowwith our equipment
and expertise.

j

from Adelanwa Bamgboye,Lagos

Agency Bello Lafiaji and his personal assistant, Usma

AmThe presiding judge, Justice Olusola Williams,

ton " “ wrtS~rdefensecounse,.
ProSTSoO ~“itanurg”™"mecort.o”e
and acauit the two accused person for lack ot eviden.

jj;nJthatthe prosecution built its case omnere suspicion.
a Oshipitan submitted thatthe charges leveled against his
> nttS e S d?w fail from inception, arguing that

A'He'pmnted out that while the prosecutionalleged Aat
the accused in November 2005 conspired to unlawfully
recede 164 300 euro from one Ikenna Onochie to release
Mm and his vehicles from custody, the statement of Ono-
cMe revealed that the money was actually recovered from
hishouse He submitted thatitwasthe duty ofthe Pro*e”

tion to prove every word contained in the charge and no

to @Thipttanbadded that circumstantial evidence mustgo

c , ~d S S £

only”me conclusion, which is that the accused persons
were guilty.
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Jigawa govt sets up c'ttee
over mother, baby's deaths

FromYusha'u A Ibrahim, Dutse

THF Jigawa State government has set up acommittee to inves
tottC athsofone Mala™ Barfatu Muhammad Ml and
1'S S dueto alleged negligence of workers at ihe Bmgnn
General Hospital, Jigawa. The Director General of the state
Directorate ofthe Gunduma Health System Hajiya Hasana
Husaini Adamu who disclosed thisto new ™ m Dutse
Wednesday said the committee was headed by Dr Magaji
Muhammad. Hajiya Hasana added that the Directorate asked
the committee to investigate the matter and report back to
the Directorate as soon as the investigation*asconduckd”K
would be recalled that the late womans husband, M* m
Muhammad of Ringim Local Government Area petitioned
Governor Sule Lamido overthe death o th is wife andbaby over
alleged negligence by workers ofthe hospital. MaUam Ah said,
~he incident occurred on January 16,2010 when | took her
to the maternity unit of the hospital for

mv surprise, the staffon duty demanded N24,600 tromme.
The request baffled me because the present administration
announced that antenatal and post natal treatment areTree o
charge at government owned hospitals. But because | had no

I money to give them, they abandoned her for four days in the

maternity unit of the hospital. They only agreed to attend to
my wife when an officer at the hospital Alhaji BakoUsman,
presented his ID card to them and stood as myguarantor. But
because she had suffered aprolonged labour, the child died

hel Nfellam Muhammad Ringim appealed to the state govern-
mentto wade into the matter witti aview to preveating

Loccurrence, saying MANBble diedPePIdieghindle state due to sue

attitudes by waorkers in government owned hospitals.

When contacted on phone the chairman
tee Dr Magaji Muhammad, told our correspcHulentthathe
committee had visited the hospital and interviewed the staff
involved, the petitioner and all other parties. Dr. Muhamma
however said the committee was yetto compile its report .

Kano spends N778m on
rural roads

From Auwalu Umar, Kano

THE three rural feeder roads currently under construction

n Shanono, Kura and Kibiya Local ~ ~ T S d y before
Kano State will gulp N778 million and will be ready oeiore

It vearmn”utS e Commissioner for Ruraland Commu-

I nity Development Dr Musa lliyasu Kwankwateo said in Kano

yeS?hceTinclude the Yallaba-Danmadaci-Duisen Danbako-
shi Kura-Azore-Gidan Danye-Bakin Kogiand Kwanar Dinya
£ £uSabon Garin Ingini roads. Inspecting the roads the
commissioner said allrural roads currentlyunder c®nstrufJ®
“ S a te were captured in lastyears budget and would be
completed shortly. He said more rural roads were also capture
in this yearsbudget that was recently signed into lawby G

cruorlbrahun” Yallaba-Danmadachi-Dutsen Danbakoshi

roaJS Shanono Local Government Area, according to ton
cost N89 9 million. He said the 8.3km Kura Azora” ldan
Danve-Bakin Kogi road in Kura council area would gulp
N491 6 million while the 16km Kwanar Dmyar-Katakau-
Sabon Garin Injini in awould cost N198.6 million.

KwanT(was!Jsaldt e% ra -Azore- %lgl %anye BatoKogi
would link Kura, Madobi and Garun Malam Local Govern
ment Areas ifcompleted. He said the roads would gready help
rural dwellers in those places in the movement of farm pro-
duce and people. Chairman of Kura Local Government Area
AJhaitShehu NaAllah and Special Adviser to the Governor of
Kano State on Rural DevelopmentDr™ b f~ m  Adam
said the roads would complement councils effort m its rural
development drive.

Niger demands N70m

From Capital Airlines from Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

FOI LOWING the failure of Capital Airlines to comply
S h e agreementbetween itand the Niger State govern-
ment Aest*e”overnmenthasdemandedthati t *
Tonev given to it. The state Commissioner for Land and
Inland Waterways Mr. Timothy Jiyadtsdosed thtsjes er y
while addressing newsmen in Minna. He said Capital Air
lines only operated in the state for two months against the
six months in the Memorandum of Understanding signe

A.commissioner said since they only worked tar1 »
of S '*“ months, the management o the

be invited to the state to discuss the bala"* *f I J
which is N70 million. Mr Jiya however added that the air
line could not keep its part ofthe agreement because of
aviation law which grounded it.
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FUT Minnaadmission

FromAyegbalsraelEbije,Minna

IWJI:FE State Governor
Babangida Aliyu yesterday in
Minna said he would investi-

Friday, February 26,2010

oVer 24MISSIGH IRt8 the Fed-

era* University of TechnoWv

The governor said a situa-
tion where qualified indigenes

was unacceptable

“l am going to investigate the
admission process in the insti-
tution, especially as it concerns
the 2009/2010 admission” he

expressed concern that IndHl-

genes of the state were not car-
ried along, adding that vacan-
cies reserved for them had been
occupied by people from other

process for orobe

|nr» er(éde %uo’get said N30
b|II|on had been earmarked for

infrastructure development. He
urged the states lawmakers to

gate allegations of victimiza-
tion by indigenes of the state

M atricu

lates

2,231 students

From Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

THE Federal University
of Technology Minna has

Amatriculated 2,231 students
for the 2009/2010 academic
session, the Vice Chancel-
lor, Professor Muhammed
Audu, said yesterday. The
VC who spoke at the 23rd
matriculation ceremony
of the institution said the
School of Agriculture and
Agricultural Technology
had 128 students, School of
Engineering and Engineer-
ing Technology,731 while
the School of Environmen-
tal Technologyhad 273 stu-
dents.

Others are the School of
Science and Science Edu-
cation with 815 students,
School of Information and
Communication Technol-
ogy, 161 students and the
School ofEntrepreneurship
and Management Technol-
ogy has 83 new students.

He urged students to
shun violence and focus on
their studies.

We have laboratories
and workshops which have
been equipped to serve
your needs as you are all
aware that this is an aca-
demic environmentwith its
unique norms and values”,
he said.

Mimiko pledges dividends of democracy

From Leye Adewumi, Akure

GOVERNOR Oluse-
gun Mimiko has pledged
to deliver dividends of
democracy to the people
of Ondo State. Mimiko in
an address to mark his one
year in office Wednesday
in Akure said,

‘Thisisour sacred man-
date and by the special
grace of God, we shall live
up to your expectations”

He said his administra-
tion in the past one year
had enjoyed the support
of the state legislature,
judiciary as well as other
stakeholders.

He said the govern-
ment had worked assidu-
ously to make its electoral
promises a reality through
the  conceptualizations
and implementation of
human development
projects.

Army arrests fake Major

From Muhammad Bello, Port
Harcourt

THE 2 Amphibious Bri-
gade of the Nigerian
Army in Port Harcourt
has arrested a 37 year
old man, Daniel Bucknor
(aka Adesola Bucknor)
a suspected fraudster
who has been parading
himselfas an army Major
attached to the Chaplain
Department.

[ ] —_—

Addressing newsmen
yesterday in PortHarcourt,
the Brigades Spokesman,
Major Aminu lliyasu, said
the suspect was arrested
following a tip-off.

He said items found on
him include a fake army
identity card, three fake
attestation forms for appli-
cants seeking recruitment
into the army and pilgrims’
welfare forms carrying the
chaplains logo.

or the state were deprived of
admission into the university

d,d. °n a
the institution,

Group to facilitate adoption ofJos orphans

FRORHHB Y RO B AVE Y

the prphanage Relief A,socia.ion

reCTn.tJ,serisis for adoption!

The Chairman, Yakubu Abdulka-
run Mai Man,a, said the association in
coliaboration with traditional rulers,
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RePresentatives, Haruna lbrahim
R entin g Toro Federal Constitu-

ency in Bauchi State>faid Sder 200

Lawmaker faults constitution amendment

Frem MUrammad Asidaiddr, Bauchi

A member representing Kirfi con-
stituency in the Bauchi State House
of Assembly, Harsanu Guyaba, has
described efforts to amend the 1999
constitution as another attempt by
the political elite to engage in a wild
goose chase as it would not beneflt
the masses.

i J~e lawmaker said the nations

omilgadetspshecdil stgpNigeeiving Nigeri-

ans by insinuating that they failed to
provide social amenities for the people
because of defects in the constitution

He maintained that the 1999 consti-
tution was enough to guide them if
indeed they wanted to develop the
country.

Speaking to our correspondent in
Bauchi yesterday, Guyaba said the
roblem was not with the constitu-
tion.-Qut its operators.

e constitution cannot work

Amaechi urges Ogonis to fight bunkerina

cern.

on its own. It needs honest and sin-
cere operators. The US which we
copy spent 250 years using a single
constitution with only seven clauses
amended. Our constitution is just 10
years old, but 136 clauses are being
proposed foramendment’, he added.
, According to the lawmaker, unless
the leaders are sincere, the nation will
not have a better constitution than

rendnC” Countr™ is °Perating cur-

From Muhammad Bello, Port Harcourt
.

THE Rivers State government has
threatened to'withdraw its sup-
port to the United Nations Envi-
ronment Programme (UNED)
remediation efforts in Ogoniland
if the people fail to fight against
illegal bunkering activities that
has become a source of concern
in the area.

Governor Chibuike Rotimi
Amaechi stated this yesterday
during a meeting between the

Bresidential  |mMALRRAREON
Committee on the clean up of
oil impacted sites in Ogoniland,
the leadership of United Nations’
Environment Programme
(UNEP) and the Rivers state gov-
ernment in Government House,
Port Harcourt.

The governor said reports of
increased illegal bunkering activi-
ties in the area at this time when
UNEP officials were engaged in
the clean up of old oil spill sites
in the area, called for serious con-

The Minister of Environ-
ment Mr John Odey who was
also at the meeting, lauded the
state governments effort at pro-
viding adequate security and
furnished office space for UNEP
officials involved in the clean-up
of impacted oil spill sites in Oeo-
niland.

Mr Odey also expressed
appreciation to Governor Amae-
chi for his leadership role in the
Niger Delta region, particularly

his efforts in ensuring the com-
mencement of UNEP clean up
exercise in Ogoniland.

The United Nations Environ-
mental Project Coordinator Mr
Michael Cowing in his presenta-
tion on the update ofthe project,
said there were new oil spill sites
caused by activities of saboteurs
and cautioned against the con-
tinuation ofthe illegal activities.

Mr Cowing disclosed that the
team had held consultations and
sensitization with some Ogoni

communities in course of the
project and assured that their
activities are in consonance with
international best practices and
sued for cooperation from the
people.

Speaking on behalf of the
Ogoni people, King Godwin
Gininwa said the people were
eager to see the actualization of
the project and urged the gov-
ernment to ignore such people to
ensure the completion ofthe clean
up in record. tbme



ACTING President Goodluck
Ebele”onathan

FG stops Niger
River dredging

HALTING this projectisto prevent
the northern part of the country
access to the ocean, point blank.
K.M
kamilusalisu@gmail.com

Now that the president is back,
all praises be to God. President
Yaradua should immediately stop
the transfer ofthose funds and give
a four month ultimatum for the
completion ofthe dredging.

Abdu Isa Kofarmata

kmatagigi@yahoo.com

I am very sure that the dredging
ofthe River Niger is more impor-
tant economically and socially to
this country than preventing ero-
sion in the Niger Delta region only.
Allthe states and local government
areas in Nigeria have their prob-
lems, ranging from desertification,
desert encroachment, erosion and
earthquakes.

Usman A. Mustapha

mamnxp.n2023@yahoo.com

Wake up, Northern leaders. Only
a few days after assuming the posi-
tion of Acting President,Jonathan
started reversing projects that are
supposed to benefit the region.

Yusuf

postolucida@yahoo.com

| praythatthe president getswell
quick sothatthe bickering can stop.

AbdulHadi Ahmad Bawa

abusuwaiba@gmail.com

This is an act of selfishness. |
hope Yaradua reclaims the funds
for the continuation of the dredg-
ing ofthe River Niger

Rilwan Yusuf

ryusufu@gmail.com

This projectwill notonly benefit
the north, but will reduce conges-
tions at the ports.| pray the presi-
dent reverses this decision.

Ahmad Ibrahim

meetahmeS200l@yahoo.com

Why do we as a nation con-
tinue to shoot ourselves in the foot
? Goodluck should have thought
seriously before taking this action.
It will just go a long way to justify
the arguments in most Northern
quarters that his assumption into
office is a Southern agenda. To
specifically order the funds to be
relocated to the Niger-Delta will
increase tension in the land.

AbdulazizMamman Kid

abdulmkida@yahoo.co.uk

Y ar 'a

WHY was the presidents return
shrouded in so much secrecy?
When is he due to give his post
Saudi Arabiaaddress? Hashe come
to takebackhis office or to prove his
detractors wrong?

Thomas George

okirika_george@yahoo.co.uk

I am very happy with the return
of President Yaradua. May Allah
granthim quickrecoveryso thathe
canrule this country beyond 2011.

AminuY.Ringim

jamilatay@yahoo.com

This is quite interesting. We are
waiting to see how the president
will react, but we hope he will be
mature in all his decisions. | want
him to focus on the constitutional
amendment.

Usman Ahmed Danbaba

danbabal986@yahoo.com

The first thing that came to
my mind was Timawus Mathiass
theory which says that, Jonathan
needs more than Goodluck” Now
that the president is back, hale and
hearty, he must reverse the diver-
sion of the funds for the Niger
Riverdredging. Longlive President
Yaradua.

MusaAzare

maazare@yahoo.com  *

You are welcome, our presi-
dent. The Acting President can
now move aside. Congratulations,
HajiaTurai.

Sadeeq Sheshe

sadeegmuhdsheshe(q)rocketmail.com

Itis good to know that the presi-
dent is back. His medical condi-
tion was blown out of proportion
because of politics. We hope this
will put an end to all the specula-
tions.

Dr Muktar Gadanya

gadanya@gmail.com

Why do we like deceiving our-
selves? This man cannot continue
due to his health condition, but
some people want him there at all
costbecause oftheir personal inter-
ests. Yaraduas life is more imgor-

tant, Re Reed a rest: | am stre he

d u a

PRESIDENT Umaru Yar'adua

wants to rest, butthose around him
are insisting that he continues.

Sam
samduro2006@yahoo.co.uk

Well, we are very happy to hear
thathe isback, butwewill notagree
that the story istrue until the presi-
dent addresses the nation or news-
men. All the same, we wish him a
quick recovery.

SafwanSuraj llyas

safgee@hotmail.com

Now that Yar,adua is back, what
next?

Abdullahi Abubakar

abdalahero@gmail.com

We thank God that he is back,
However, is his return to secure

his seator an indication that he has
fully recovered. Again, | dont see

the need for the secrecy. | urge him
to write to the National Assembly
immediately so that he can resume
work.

Abubakar

asslere@yahoo.com

We share in the joy ofhis return.
I will however state categorically
that anyone who loves him should
advise him to consider his health
and forgetabout politics.

Derek

derekin.derek@gmail.com

That Yaraduaisbackisgood*but
my problem is thathe came backin
the night. Why didntie came tatk

DA“_Y TRUST FI‘WFebruary 26,2010

IS b a

inbroad day lightso that people can
welcome him?
Princess
dekkoluv@rocketmail.com

Life and death are in the hands
of God. However, some people do
notsee itthatway. Theylookatitas
if anyone who is sick committed a
crime, forwhich he or she isbeing
punished. These are people who
have never won election and never
will because they do not even have
the courage to present themselves.
Welcome, our president.

Hiyasu MUstapha

iliyasub@yahoo.com

Allthanksbe to Allahfor sparing
the presidentslife. May He givehim
good health to continue to lead the
nation. | join Hajia. Dada in rejoic-

ifgorer HefsEnStefurh. €dnbrhta

lations to other well-meaning Nig
rians.

Ahmad Ibrahim
meetahmed2001@yahoo.com

Nigerians, we must celebrate and
rejoice over the return ofour presi-
dent. But as long as he isnot fit, the
crisis will not end. This isbecause
the anti-Yaradua groups will not
surrender until he vacatesthe Pres-
idency. Therefore, let us all pray for
the quick recovery ofthe president.

Abdullahi Muhammad

May Allah granthim goodhealth
and strength to rule this country.
Zaharadeen

'President walked, not stretcnered

WHETHER the president was
stretchered or not, is not rel-
evant. The question that should
bother any right thinking Nige-
rian is, “Why was everything
done in the dark?’ Why put out
the lights? Why haven’t we been
able to see the president? He is a
public figure for crying out loud.
Letus remember that for every
action, we are writing history.
The nation is greater that any
individual

Sola Kehinde

angeleniola@yahoo.com

All praises be to /&HQIH
W hether the president walked
or stretched is not important
to us. We thank Allah for his
return and will continue to pray
for his full recovery so that he
can resume his official duties
and shame all the enemies. Wel-
come sir.

Abdu Isa Kofarmata

kmatagigi@yahoo.com

Umaru Yaradua is incapaci-
tated. He cannot rule 150 mil-
lions Nigeria, let him rest.

Anthony

avithowrix TN OO

It is unfortunate that no one
in Nigeria can speak the truth
about this situation. Even the
aides to the president who are
our middle men have betrayed
us. | thought they were actually
expected to protect Nigerians,
not only the Nigerian president.

Fisayo

onipedefisayo2002@yahoo.com

Maybe he is not back.
Datong
dgdatong@yahoo.com

c Kk

zaharadeenhamdana@yahoo.com

We welcome the president,
thanking God forjourney mercies.
Now, let us all pray that he recov-
ers fully so that he can resume
his duties. Wishing him a speedy
recovery.

Sochimalsioma

sochizzy@hotmail.com

Can't these people leave Nige-
rians alone? The best place for
Yaradua to recover is in an up-
to-date hospital, not in the Aso
Rock. Why was he rushed back?
From all indications, he has not,
fully recovered. | do not know
why they cannot agree that the
president is still ill and cannot
function as president. Yaradua
did not ask for the ailment, it is
the wish of God. These people do
nothave his interest at heart, they
are only after selfish interests. The
Almighty God isgoing to do what
is best for Nigeria.

Patrick Agbobu

info@abhoils.com

Isbeing a president a do or die
affair? President Yaradua still needs
rest and medical attention. | know
you mean well for this country, but
due to your failing health, you have
lost control ofwhat ishappening in
the country. May Xllah restore your
health and liberate you.

AbdulraufA.R

abdurraufu@yahoo.com

I really have my reservations
about this story, who really came
back? Is it really the president?
Strange things can happen and
Nigerians are not fools. Ifthe presi-
dent is really alive, why hasnt he
addressed us? | doubt ifthe presi-
dent is still alive. Why arrive in the
dark and continue to keep us in the
dark May God help us.

Bissy

evaluving@yahoo.com

Youarewelcome. Wethank God
for improving your health. We also
pray that Godblessyou witha long
life.

SuleNingiHabu

sulehabu@hotmail.com

President + Ag
President =
Confusion

THE people behind this con-
fusion are those that hurriedly
flew the president from his sick
bed in a Saudi Arabian hospi-
tal back to Nigeria despite the
fact that he is still not fit. Over
24 hours after his return, no
one has seen or heard from the
president. Nigerians deserve to
be treated with respect & cour-
tesy.
Ibrahim Tsadu Ibrahim
elkutigi@gmail.com
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National Youth Service Corps

(Federal Ministry of Youth Development)
announces the commencement of

for the

2 0_ 1 0 _|S a tC h _‘A !
Orientation Exercise

LIt

Available at:
All NYSC State Secretariats

& Afribank Branches Nationwide
at N250.00 only

Visit www.enysc.net,www.nysc.gov.ng oOr enigeria.com.ng

1 Visit-www.enysc.net and 2 Click on e-Registration 3 Scratch off panel to locate PIN
4 Verify your Call-up Numberand 5 Enterthe PIN number, then complete your registration.

You can also Verify Service Exem ption

5rienh@n

Please note that there would be no manual registration at the orientation camps.

Partners
AFR¥ANK


http://www.nysc.gov.ng
http://www.enysc.net
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By Rasag Olokooba

| eave Bankole alone

ince the President, Alhaji Umaru
Yar’aduawas admitted to a Saudi

hospital on November 23,2009

the fate ofthe country have hung
in the balance over*  inability

are aware that the nations polity

CarsystatonasiunesFatiyrae®eglic 6
V arious stakeholders making inputsio

how the issue should be resolved. Some
K S lies, others made representation
to the National Assembly and the” dic',

arvmade their input in form of judicial
pronouncements on how alooming con

stitutional crisis should be averted.
While some of these stakeholder
were patriotic Nigerians with the soleaim
of averting disaster for the: nation,ot
erswere playing to the gaUery to achieve
their selfish political ends. For the iat
ter group, the issue at stake was not the
natfon a1 INterest, the constitution or the

rule of law. .« was purely how they could
position themselves in the power equ

Son ofthe country without any*oug
illegalities, unconstitutional acts or rule

JfS in their quest, any one insishng
on following due process, th~on t. u®
tion and rule of law is seen as a clogm

We are therefore alarm

atthe sinister motives of

those who are behind these

sonofOoduarace

wheel of their progress to be §limpjnated

politicalloBambyrnalongtiievic..
dent Dr. Goodluck Jonatta, the M “ g

President, which he did last Wednesday

hilgwve had publicly congratu-
lajid Dr Jonathan on his ascen-
nand on his first act of mak-

U§iﬁg ! section of the media, they
have “misinterpreted every moves o
Rankole in his leadership of the House
of Representatives to mean opposition
tfAhe emergence of acting president
based on what they said» »
to President Yaradua or what they term

northern interest”. We know

»fo«ina nut our son that has

Ofardemonstrated all tne goou -
thatthe Yorubaare noted for, namely oy-
X ~ness, enlightenment, equity «nd
justice The intention is to get him

of office and replace him withaphabk
stooge as representatives of Yoruba race
in the Federal Government set up. This
would allowthem to further mar8” & e
the Yoruba race in the scheme of thing
in Nigeria.

t started with a total misrepresenta-
ion ofthe role of Bankole in the deat
of a motion to compel the president

In"a House comprising of 360 member ,
Bankole was alleged to have manipulated
the House to kill the motion by a major-
ity of members. This was afterBankok
uncharacteristically, ensuredithataU the
rules ofthe House were waived to take tn
motion immediatelyasan ~ r ofurg n
national importance aswell as overru
14points oforder. In the ensuring debate,

ANs p s srd o

The House position, based on”
constitution and the court ru mg®
lustice Daniel Abutu was that the vice

tion itpassadiiciesianle the Vice President
become Acting President.

We note that even after this
lution the cabals are now resolute to

NrciptS oithe N

Presidency is to work again

taterest” From this a plot is developing
to rake up allegations of corruption m
rtd ia PaS.imtBa,koleo,h» amjy

members as a spring board to call

an Oodua son, Adetokunbo Kay
Attorney General, we also c*edon

Sntfte HhestlyS X soninNg*
N £ » d “i Rlthe
YOIWe have noticed that since the begin-

ning of the crisis, the cabal c°mPns*g
renégade Yorubaand elements from other

ribes and a couple of others thrown out
of power in the new administration of

solutions to current problems.

dentJonathan in the interest ofthe nation.

roM Sedim 'aS~nof"

thew moves against an illustrious son of

001tTinthe interest of all those bdtiod
these moves, including "blacklegs and

tile ’of the Yoruba.
retrace their steps and allow the t P
Ynruba representative in the present

Atm im S broughsS.

Groups, 43, Adentyx Jones, lkeja,L g

0 obey Section 145 of the constitution.
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By Abdullah Musa

No tears for Tandja

t seems that the world has
learned all that there is

S fis simply consolidating
on previous

lesson which most of us in th
-third wiwdldtais Bincptiteansepidiatin
the EysapesRiaslwaysrdohedegisrio
politideHsoben¥Ynfhieeshofitany; he

* “o x|

of the third world to also believe thét

the European has the

any political configurationth y 8
wish to enact. TandjaMamodu chose to
thinkandactdifferently;he ishkelym
orison, with an uncertain fate.

That Tandja Mamodu once par-
ticipated in a coup was recently told
to us S the radio. So if coming to

power through a coup was

shoSdfcdno faultShany thatalso

used the same weapon to unseat hrnv
In this I thus have no tear to spare

‘AiB utl giaaQree with the traditional
1

who memorized die
‘European political Quran, where it is
witten that constitutions should notbe
Changedi*And Tandja, the first Cain m
polifftall Wiistorsy, dared to do jusithat
he followed the rules and changed the
Nigerien constitution; the opposition
S foul; Ecowas and the Nigenen
army moved in; Tandjaalso moved into
{vdptetivhes osstodly .

AN

horizon Nigeria, the country started

Was itin iapan that

apolitical party held

powerfor 59 years?
Was there no

opposition?

$55sar-sggs!

tution also wants to devour, via sectio
» 144 The lesson which Ecowas choose

to ignore is this: Nigeria changed

constitution at least three times.

n Algeria, | can faintly remember,

(because | am neither a historian
IL o r apolitical scientist) that.there
was an election which FIS was poiscd
An  Itwas scuttled, followed by blood-

T d of greatest magnitude. Today |
think, Boutflika is running anot®

termonantended constitution. But
the reason mightbe because Boutflika

renmrmSi'lanrw X n”isUngg

knowledge. O ~

~regrjrerreen Booka constitution? |
, know But whatever the arrange-

Gaddafi to be m
for forty years. Gaddafi is of
? Arab, while Tandja is not.

N Edygd.eMibbed aBauakatilso bedn

werdfop Raie) GEaFONE HYdiaR ay
Lurse Arab, whifad,andjatag ehabled

wug M

AN

Stndonsays
p  members of the Muslim brother-

hood cannot contest elections,

organization isbanned.
gwhich other African country had

A presjdent who died in office “vmg

sr.ent forty years on the thrane ..
A ust have’had the foresight of design-

constitution that carried within it
mga««* A~ N presidency tandja

was foolish to have only acted with

e

hindsightrr~ 2 sjingk
Utical system that is suitable to all
pA people ofthe worid W hat,

* who' merited the
P“ f mentality f, ,, their »c.s-
_ A~~~ oothersmust do their
’ If dont, they might have
~d s Z gomaone from your military
PP, thgn they would cometo
PP~ k>retum to democracy.
Madagascar, in Guinea, the mill
tar;I/rhMa s /r\n li\voiy A_
ian had been\in power for up to, Is it
ten yrgars, without an election? And
he gods of wisdom hadbeen alive and
kicldng during the interregnum.

as it in Japan that a pohti®
cal party held powerfor 59

vears? Was there no opposi-
tion7The same excise mightbe given.

h, constitution must have pov ;»
for such long tenurtpre-nan.n

Foweiin pessit it Decmyc
T “ P° !

— second

z docility of

nsstsSsess™

extra ready to spread themes
/ of the Westto the hapless Third
w®rlder xhe Nigerien opposmon inay
N and beat their chest for seemg”"
Ao Ayenrlthey will be living
dictatorship. And even if they
pOWer!letthem knpwtha
Bower subject to a licen
not the electorate,
are  derthe mflu-
of their former colonizers. How
where one chooses to bealap

another, as in the case of Hamid

they a’e
from

O\ m itesfnm Ahmad Kuku
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Your Letters

Nigeria at 50:
What are Bush,
Blair and Rice
looking for here?

ith 8 months to so
till Nigerias Inde-
pendence anniver-

State Condoleezza Rice to the 15th
annual Thisday awards which
took place this month. | spoke

on my blog under the
title We don’t wantwar criminals
celebrating our independence” |
even started a group on Facebook
ot the same name to little fanfare,
S0 you could imagine my surprise
on Sunday evening when | found
outabout 100 people led by Shehu

sary, its never too .
early to start to figure SafWApsa@rrested for protesting

celebrate ourjourney so far. How-
ever one question looms over our
heads as a nation; is there a cause
to celebrate? Already, C.E.O of
Leaders and Company, publish-
ers of Thisday newspapers, Nduka
Obaigbena, in my opinion, has
marred our celebration by invit-
ing former British Prime Minister
Tony Blair, former U.S. President
George W Bush and his one-time
crony former US. Secretary of

Textuson.s .

Busybodies

KAI! United States, what is your
concern with Nigeria? Please
keep your opinions to yourself
and dont interfere in our affairs
ust leave us with our leaders; we
know how to handle them.
MUSTAPHA Abdullahi, Yusuf-
art, YobeState, +2347069110104.

See who's talking now

MR JJatau wasjust being mischie-
vous m his letter (Daily Trust Feb-
ruary 25) on the recent unrest in
Hadejia. For his information, the
press and radio reported that the
emir visited the affected pastor of
the affected church, who in turn

acknowledged the gesture.
M Faroujf, 08033006113.

Understanding the Niger coup
THE AU and France did not vig-
orously make their opposition
unmistakable, or try to stop him
when Mamadou Tandja unilater-
ally diluted the constitution and

the invitation ofsaid individuals.

To my surprise, there wasnt
much outrage from the media
earlier on or even leading up to
the event and/or against the invi-
tations. | doubt the protest was
even covered by the local media
let alone for it to be shown on
international TV. I think it was
from Ishaq Modibbo Kawu of
Daily Trust that | first heard of
Ubaigbena’ invitation of Blair
and Rice (Bush was not yet men-

31800030

perpetuate himself in power,
their hasty decision against the
. military government is therefore
questionable.

070m277458“nl’
Sparing the rod

A teacher arrested for punish-
ing his student? What on earth
is a teacher expected to do if he
gave his pupils work and they
neglected to do it, other than to
punish them? What kind ofpar-
ents do we have these days? Was
there no other means oflaying her

YOsur nuhisiepgtloveatal
08036924729,

This is good, but...

YARADUA is back. What good
news. But why in the night, with-
out the usual retinue ofhis cabinet
members and well-wishing Nige-
nans? Well its a matter oftime.
Whatever is hidden from man is

tioned, perhaps for obvious rea-
sons) about a month ago, that
sprung me into action. The most
common response | got from peo
pie, whenever I raised the issue of
the irony of the invite was that
Nduka is a businessman. Clearly,
but wheres his patriotism? On
Obaigbena’ behalf (not that I'm
standing for him), perhaps we
should ask if our patriotism still
dxlsts 'n the first place? But even
it it didnt, one can clearly see the
irony ofinviting these individuals
who participated in orchestrat-
ing a war that robbed a people of
their freedom celebrating that of
another. Our independence cel-
ebration is starting off on a bad
step notto mention until recently
we didnt have a captain to stir the
nation... and the one we presently
have isjust acting, lest we forget
Abdulnasirimam, WuseZone
5,Abuja, lostdogg84@ yahoo.com

open to God, and He will bring it
to the open.
FOLA, Kaduna, 08037043401.

Where are the miracle workers?
EVERYDAY, Nigerians are
assailed with stories o f'miracles’
the dead resurrected, the barren
giving birth, the blind from birth
seeing and recognising colours,
etc. But here we are with a sick
president, a basically good man
who has even demonstrated faith’
y giving national awards to some
orthe miracle workers’and none
otthe men ofGod’is coming for-
ward to demonstrate their mira-
cles on him.
REM Y, Lagos, 08065300351,

Sin of omission

ISN’T it significant that while
the president reportedly thanked
practically everybody in his state-
ment on Wednesday, he left his
cabinet out ofthe list?
08033078940

By Maimuna AbbawWabi

V\henthe military seemedweloone

can not recollect whose idea it was who said ‘the worst
civilian administration is better than the best milit

government.”,n all honesty,] dont believe such tITh '
Miere nearsthe truth. Noworstthingiseverofnl”*anj

H B
|hsIfnpt is n@ecusﬂw

SEES

elected”~"999 and”I~86'°" Pres*lent Mamadou Tandjawas

bt».h Witk he AOsEia Svould never comeln POW" """ hiS
Because the people of Nio™r

rtu, thatShe,S, welRey int m

resources Niger suffered due to hifill-actions wastesin

them came outen kn®Wm8 what is be*
ThemS vL hh d SUpport t0 the military coup

be toPPled-

AN S AN AN AN

There should also be h
ability ofconstitutionalism T h k ~ u and.ensure the sustain-

racy'~ent °r ‘eader in any African country topres”~e democl
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he Federal Government last week announced another
linquiry into newevidence ofwidespread and indiscnmi”
nate extrajudicial killings of suspected members of the

theory. Theblood chilling scenesthat the footage

MvATmmad”ol”rorted himselfto AepolicefoUovnngtheir®i-

,inINiBeriahM soo”Uo'hnild some ofitsinternational goodwill by
S = 5595 s 55t
to managing trouble spots around the go e.
brutality of the security personnel we saw in the Bo
Haram forage tells a different, far more compelling story.
Regrettably, this is the story that is being told m Pract*aUy

kind of environment does the training

e sh(mld not have
place that can produce”suc

Boko Haram episode is
onUrfcharacter w i mm naUoiwd objective ofbuilding ajust and

ATeV oU ce force isin aparticularly sorry state. Its personnelin

tiMheat ofthe”Boko Haram problem, ordered the security agencies
to take “afl necessary measures’ to put an end to

KABIRU A. YUSUF: Chairman/Chief Executive Officer
ISIAQAJIBOLA: Managing Director/Chief Operating  cer
MANNIR DAN ALI: Executive Director/ Editor-in-Chief
AUITm. AKOSHfLE: General Manager, Business & Strategy
MAHMUD JEGA: Editor, Daily Trust
SHEHUO.MOHAMMED: Asst.General Manager,.Finance
GARBA ALIYUABUBAKAR: Asst. General Manager (IT)
ABDULKADIR ALIYU: Head, Advert

y problem with
Nigeria is our pen-
chant for picking
up on craze of the
moment, whether

it is fashion, music, or cliches and
personalizing them. Suddenly it has
become a byword for fashionable
ignorance to include genocide in any
write-up or speech or public address
these days. .
Since November 2008, following
the violence that followed peaceful,
elections in Jos North, the press and
mouths of lesser endowed individu-
als have been awash with the use\
of the word ‘genocide’ particularly
Daily Trust. It is ironical that the
same Daily Trust has dedicated end-
less rims and print to misinformed
positions by one or two columnists
namely Mr. Adamu Adamu on chal-
lenging and denying the Holocaust,
even prompting a rejoinder from
the Ambassador of the Democratic
Republic of Israel himself. It is the
same Daily Trust suddenly discover-
ing the word exists when conducting
acampaign of calumny and mischief.
Fortunately the intended target
readers are mostly illiterate tea ven-
dors, cart-pushers and petty traders
who pin shortwave radios to their
ears and are oblivious to anything
else. The few enlightened that read
such diatribe mostly smile in embar-
rassment and move to the next story,
but then stories like those were con-
veniently pickedup by aone-track A/
Jezeera, which conveniently, again,
picked up by Al-Qaeda in the Islamic
Maghreb-butwe will not go into that

nOVDaily Trustand its affiliateswould
have the same ignoramuses believe
that Mr. Jonah Jang, the Executive
and democratically elected Gover-
nor of Plateau State was captured on
Zapruder film dressed in traditional
animal skin.executing cartwheels
and handstands, after killing some
Hausa /Fulani people in front of his
house or on the streets of Jos.

ometime in 2009, a friend
Sshowed me a short video clip
like the ones very popular on
YouTube titled “The Genocide in
Jos” and thew eek Mowing the 2010
repeat disturbances another friend,
from whom | expected better, being
a professional and educated, posted
a link on Facebookstitled ‘Jangs
Genocide in Jos 1... not for the faint
hearted”, almost the same captions
and wordings used in the so-called
2008 genocide, in factl amvery sure
it was the same video, with updates.
If only the these purveyors of
false and dissent understood the
full import and implications of the
word ‘genocide’ they would not use
it so carelessly except of course, and
is the case that there is an ‘agenda
which has been set in motion which
demands that that the polity be so
heated with careless abandon; after
all there are insinuations that the
so-called fake soldiers operating
with impunity, much like the death
squads in the former Yugoslavia and
Bosnia, were not fake soldiers at all.
The word genocide was coined

by Polish legal scholar Raphael Lem-
kin to describe the crime of destroy-
ing or conspiring to destroy a group
of people because of their ethnic,
national, racial or religious iden-
tity. Genocide occurswhen a group

DAILY TRUST

By Stephen L. Makama

or nation conquers another group
and it was common practice to kill
all men -civilians and soldiers alike.

So now was it Mr. Jang or Mr.
Jang’s people, was it the Berom or
the Berom people that set to carry
out the genocide because better
judgment tells that it is not possible
that that a single individual will pos-
sess the capability or wherewithal to
carry outagenocide? Butthen itmay
be a case ofthe thiefbeing chased to
turn around and point atthose chas-
ing and create confusion in which he
escapes. It is unfortunate that even
the Sultan of Sokoto, as reported by
Daily Trust, amuch respected leader
was caught up in the frenzy to use
the ‘G’word.

According to Fein, Helen ( Gen-
ocide”’Microsoft Students 2008) the
underlying conditions necessary for
genocide are:

Friday, February 26, 2010

| Jang has no genocide caseto answer

they fail to understand as pointed
out by one senator, that a state of
emergency’ never means the consti-
tutional or democratic structures of
the state in question be dismantled
but that Federal aid especially secu-
rity be dedicated for control of the
situation be it manmade or natural
disaster. ,

The cowardly and unjustified
provocation arising from the peace-
ful conduct of the November 2008
local government elections in Jos
North followedby retaliatory actions
by genuinely aggrieved victims, was
brought under control within aweek
without Federal intervention and the
same with the 2010 ‘terror’ attacks
which was unfortunately exacer-
bated by the field operations of ‘fake
army units who were not under the
orders or control of the state gover-
nor. For reference it would be perti-
nent to note that that the 2001 crisis
under the stewardship of a different

Fortunately the intended target
readers are mostly illiterate tea
vendors, cart-pushers and petty traders
who pin shortwave radios to their ears
and are oblivious to anything else

1 The offending nation or per-
petrator is usually an undemocratic
country (hardly aterm that describes
the individual Mr. Jang) that views
the targeted group as a barrier or
threat to maintaining power, fulfill-
ing an ideology or achieving some
other goal. ,

Theywould have usbelieve Jangs
goal or agenda was to drive Hausa /
Fulani out of Jos, an agenda or goal
they insist he failed to execute when
he served as military administrator
in Benue and the former Gongola
states.

2. The perpetrators exclude the
victims from their universe of obli-
gations. They do nothave to account
for protection of the victims who
are seen as inferiors, subhuman, or
strangers...

Yes! They hammer on some
misinterpreted and misconstrued
statements or utterances attributed
rightly or wrongly to Mr. Jang s
their evidence. It is common know!-
edge that most or all politicians gaffe
and momentarily or for some length
oftime do not appear very smart- but
to pick on a single word in a state-
ment and use itasproof 0f genocide
by a politician shows extreme lack ot
reasoning.

2. Most genocide occurs during a
crisis, state breakdown or revolution.

The only crisis in Jos since 1994
was and is still being exploited by
a certain faceless group of citizens,
whether indigenes or ‘settlers who
believe that unless they have their
way the whole state along with its
people should burn to ashes. The
only breakdown isthe one these face-
lesspeople and their sponsors seek to
create so thatan emergency situation
can be declared to further truncate
the development of the state. These
ignoramuses, especially in the Nige-
rian parliament, are so blinded m
their shallow grasp of the law that

governor dragged on for weeks and
then almost 3or 4 years.

There are four types of geno-
cide: ideological, retributive, devel-
opmental and despotic. The Turk-
ish suppression of the Armenians
during the Ottoman Empire is an
example of ideological genocide,
the Rwandan mass killings ot 1994
which claimed up to a million lives
in 3 months is also described as an
ideological genocide. In Cambodia
the Khmer Rouge carried out a kill-
ing spree of close to 1.7 million peo-
ple in retribution by the Communists
against academics and intellectuals,
Idi Amin and Milton Obote were
said to have carried out despotic
genocide against each other’ tribal
members. In the late 1960s and
1970% the Paraguayan government
committed developmental genocide
against indigenous peoples to clear
way for access to logging areas and
cattle pastures.

e sure the misinformed
minds calling for Mr. Jangs ¢
'head on genocide charges are

simply people whose brains may not
yet be capable of partaking of intel-

lectual nourishment without cer-
ebral indigestion.

Social scientists have estimated
that since the end World War I, at
least 16 nations have attempted or
committed genocide- not one single
individual has been classified, the
late Milosevic died in International
custody on charges of w ar Crimes
as genocide charges would have
been laughable. Those calling for
genocide charges on Mr. Jang should
continue and, hopefullywhen it gets
anywhere, the ICC, the man can sue
for millions for libel against such
narrow-minded individuals.

Makama wrotefrom Nasarawa
State Polytechnic, Lafia (loncwotf-
mak@yahoo.com)
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national police was shot and
killed by a colleague during a
meeting yesterday in his office at
the North African countrysecu-
rity headquarters, a law enforce-
ment official said

' . °thers were injured,
including a security chief for
the Algiers region, the official
said, speaking on condition of

Tutu wants Kenya reconciliation boss to quit

nentpe,«m,kSc*iiresL X

SNasss

-r-—"wmuuui
commissioners from around the
world, including South African
Nobel Peace laureate Tutu.

“We are*deeply troubled by
serious allegations of bias and

Niger junta delegation on

A delegation ofthe junta in Niger
yesterday began a tour of several
West African countries, exactly a
week after it came to power after
ousting President Mamadou
tandja, state radio reported.
JuntaleaderMajor Salou Djibo,

Friday, February 26, 2010

. 8rian

anénymity because he was
allowed_to give information to
the media.

Ali Tounsisattacker turned his
weapon on himselfafterward, the
official said.

Reports  differed
whether he survived.

., Ar,lawy enforcement official
told The Associated Press that the
attacker, an unidentified police

about

SHUNS i
S S ffi

cuiu mat ne is
unable to bring an impartial mind
to bear on his important duties”
the group said.

Kiplagat was appointed chair-
man of the TJRC in 2008 as an

nmrli.; &

proclaimed head ofstate late Mon-
day, has mandated Colonel Has-
sane Mossi to visit Nigeria, Togo,
Ghana and Burkina Faso” La VVoix
du Sahel (Voice ofthe Sahel) said.
The radio did not give further
details ofthe tour. The delegation

Poli«

A iudirial inn ¢ u

N N § , |M

J X E S S ;

Aaiiicyidr grand cor-

>
PABHBA RistBrical 1and injustices,
andthein"go""s

tion ofland” quIs®

Earlier this month, the Kenva
Human Rights Com,,is»,,,, all

West African

yesterday met with Nigerian Act-
ing President Goodluck Jonathan
in Abuja, officials told AFP.
Apart from Mossi, the delega-
tion also includes 10 other mem-
bers of the junta as well as the
secretary general of ministry of.

tlity officUs P‘

In the 1990s.

1
10 “«usmg

The latest letter calling for his
resignation was circulated by the

new ‘fork-based International
Center for Transitional Justice “If

‘hefTIRC is to be effective, ithas to
be.free of any taint of real or per-

Snl p imProPriety,” said
Aincarrogi” S U7 °fIC1T

tour

foreign affairs, Abdoulaye Dan-
Maradi, the radio said.

The Supreme Council for Res-
toration of Democracy (CSRD
- junta), yesterday last week

ToooSed Jandja’ in power since
J999,S|n amﬂ(ljljary coup.

WHed bycolleague

»» & .SX leas

relations with Inte-

Rwandan army
officergets 25

years forgenocide

A former Rwandan military
officer accused of ordering the
killing of up to 50 people was
jaded for 25 years yesterday by a
UN court trying masterminds of
the country’ 1994 genocide.

U 1?ternati°nal Criminal
tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) in

Arusha, Tanzania, found lieuten-

ant colonel Ephrem Setako, 60,

ﬁu ty ofgenocide, crimes against
umanity and murder.

“The Chamber found that
Setako ordered the Kkillings on
a{ Mukaplr?rng mfiﬁ?a%)/ %%n-l;gtsllr?
Ruhengen prefecture and around

A .
J8594, tT1e trib{fntanesraei |nn %ils{\élt%)-/
ment on its website.

i Setako’who was the head of
legal affairs in Rwanda’ defense
rnirustry at the time, was acquit-
ted ofother charges ofcomplicity
to commit genocide, murder as a
crime against humanity and pil-
lage as awar crime.

...A's Sarkozy

pays homage to

genocide victim s

FRENCH President Nicolas
Sarkozy yesterday paid homage
to the victims of the genocide
against Rwanda’ Tutsis during
™ rbhbofealitmMedat

In the name of the people of
ranee, | pay my respects to the
victims of the genocide against
the Tutsis, he wrote in the yisi-
tors book of the main genocide
memorial in the capital Kigali.
Humanity will forever preserve
the memory of these innocents

read Sufferin8 ” his message

Accompanied by Rwandan
Foreign Minister Louise Mushiki-
wabo and Culture Minister Joseph
Habineza, Sarkozy observed a
minute of silence in front ofthe
™a*“ 8raves M ere the remains of
250,000 victims are buried.

According to the United
Nations, at least 800,000 people
- mainly from the Tutsi minority
- were killed within around 100
qu_s_in 1994 by extremist Hutu
militias.



International

Iran leader says opposition
has lost credibility

IRAN'’S supreme leader said the
opposition has lost its credibil-
ity and the right ~participate in
politics by not accepting the June .
presidential >kctions, state 1V
reported yesterday.

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said
those that do not accept the vote
ofthe majority of the people and
aretryingto turn the elections into
aweakness for the country should
be disqualified from participating
in the Islamic system.

foi

* ht and Syrian President Bashar Assad review the honour guard at al-Shaab presidential pal
IRANIAN President Mahmoud Ahmadineja ,rig

Damascus, Syria®yesterday

.d e fen d c

IRAN defended its strong ties
with Syria yesterday and dis-
missed US efforts to break up the
30-year-alliance, saying America
should not dictat?relationshipsin
the Middle East.

Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad and his Syrian
counterpart, Bashar Assad, vowed
increased cooperation during a
meeting in Damascus and can-
celed visa restrictions between
the countries.

“We hope that others dont
give us lessons about our region
and our history,” Assad told
reporters when asked about Sec-
retary of State Hillary Rodham
Clintons comments this week
that the US is troubled by Syrias
relationship with Iran. We are

ctrong

“They have already lost their
credibility,” he said, without men-
tioning any names. Khamenei,
who has final say on all state mat-
ters, said the postelection turmoil
was because certain people wanted
to deny the will of the majority.

“Denying the vote of the peo-
ple and the harming of the system
by some individuals” led to the
postelection unrest, he said, call-
ing the opposition accusations ot
fraud “a major crime.”

- d

tioc w

the ones who decide how matters
will go and we know our interests.
We thank them for their advice.
Ahmadinejad was more direct,
calling for the US to pack up and
leave the Middle East.

“(The Americans) want to
dominate the region but they
feel Iran and Syria are prevent-
ing that,” he said. “We tell them
that instead of interfering in
the regions affairs, to pack their
things and leave.”

A string of high-profile visits
to Damascus in recent months,
from the US, France, and now
Iran, demonstrates Syria’s stra-
tegic importance in the Middle

ast.
US President Barack Obamaiis
determined to engage with Syria,

ith

Speaking to a group of clerics,
Khamenei said those who accept
the ruling structure of the Islamic
republic as based on the constitu-
tion would still considered part o
the system. Khamenei said while
foreign enemies confront Iran
abroad, some people inside the
country were providing them with
ammunition by repeating their
accusations against the system.

He urged activists to clarity
their relations with enemies of

ty ria

a country seen as key to peace in
the region but which the St"e
Department has long considered
a sponsor of terrorism. Americas
goals include peeling Syria away
from Iran.

Ahmadinejads trip comes
amid rising US tension with
Tehran over the country s nuclear
program. The US and others
believe Iran is hiding nuclear
weapons development under the
guise of a civilian energy pro-
gram. Iran insists that its inten-
tions are peaceful.

Assad signaled his strong sup-
port for Iran, saying Americas
stance toward the country is a
new situation of colonialism in
the region.”

Still, Assad could be open to
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the state.” Opposition leaders Mir
Hossein Mousavi and Mahdi Kar-
roubi, both defeated by President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad in the
election, maintain he won through

Since then hundreds of thou-
sands poured into the streets in
protest causing the country smost
serious crisis over the decadeR. 'Ij[ns

and hundreds in jail.

a breakthrough with the Ameri-
cans. He is hoping for help in
boosting a weak economy and
for American mediation in direct
peace talks with Israel —a recog-
nition that he needs US involve-
ment to achieve his top goal ot
winning the return of the Golan
Heights, seized by lIsrael in the
1967 Mideast War.

But Secretary of State Clinton
said Wednesday that the recent
decision to send the first US
ambassador to Syria in five years
does not mean American con-
cernsaboutthe country have been
addressed. Speaking to lawmak-
ers, Clinton said the nomination
of career diplomat Robert Ford is
a sign of a “slight opening” with
Syria.

decides to

take partin

Irag election

A top Sunni lawmaker who just
last week pulled his party out ot
Irag’s upcoming election back-
tracked yesterday, ending any
possibility that minority Sunnis
would boycott the crucial March

vote.

Saleh al-Mutlags announce-
ment that his National Dialogue
Front would contest the race was
the latest twist in an ongoing
political saga that has gripped the
Iragi political establishment tor
weeks

A Sunni boycott could have
called the vote’s legitimacy into
question, throwing the country
into turmoil as US forces prepare
to withdraw.

Al-Mutlag-called on all Ira-
qgis to participate in the election,
which will determine who will
lead the country as US forces draw

wn.

“After so many calls from our
supporters, the Iraqgi people, not
to give others a chance to spoil
jour project, your brothers in the
National Dialogue Front have
decided to actively participate ...
in the upcoming elections, al-
Mutlag told a news conference.

Al-Mutlag had withdrawn his
party from the race justlast Satur-
day because he had been banned
from running by acommittee vet-
ting candidates for tiesto Sad am
Hussein’s Baath party.

He sayshe quitthe Baath party
in the 1970s.

Corruption

trial of Israel
ex-PM Olmert
resumes

ISRAEL’Sformer Prime Minister
Ehud Olmert was back in court
s T
tion trial.

“A few months ago | came
before this court as an innocent
man and | believe | will leave as
an innocent man,” Olmert told
reporters before entering the Jeru-
salem courtroom.

A member of his legal team.
Rohi Bleher, said the trial would
last several months with as many
as 280 witnesses expected to tes-
tify. Yesterday, the prosecutor was
expected to detail the charges
against Olmert.

In December, Olmert, 64,
pleaded not guilty to charges of
corruption linked to three sepa-
rate cases. He resigned under
pressure in September 2008
after police recommended he be
indicted.
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Afghan government claims

Taliban stronghold

THE Afghan government
took official control of the
southern Taliban strong-
hold of Marjah yesterday,
installing an administrator
and raising the national flag

Abdul Zahir Aryan as the
towns administrator as a
key sign of progress. Some
700 residents gathered to see

Aryan formally appointed as
the top government official

bauchi state governmfnt

in Marjah,-along with gov-
ernment officials and Brig.
Gen. Larry Nicholson, com-
mander of US Marines in
Marjah, according to offi-
cials at the event.

while US-led troops worked
to root out final pockets of
militants.

The ceremony was held
In a central market as US

"Marines and Afghan troops

slogged through bomb-
laden fields in the north of
the town.

The Marines and their
Afghan partners are try-
ing to secure a 28-square
mile (45-square kilometer)
area believed to be the last
significant pocket of Tali-
ban ..insurgents in Marjah
Militants and allied troops
are still getting caught up
in gunfights in some areas

NATO said.
But the number of
residents returning has

increased in recent days,
shops have opened to sell
telephones and computers
alongside fresh fruit and
vegetables, and officials
hailed the installation of
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22 World Report

International

BRAZIL'S President Luiz Inacio Lula Da Silva, right, greets former Cuban leader Fidel

Castro in Havana, Cuba, yesterday.

Stronger Fidel
Castro meetswith
Brazil president

WEARING his now-trademark track suit,
Fidel Castro smiles happily and appears to
vigorously embrace his longtime friend, the
president of Brazil.

Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva, who met with Castro behind closed
doors Wednesday, described him as being
“exceptionally well,” Brazil’s private Agen-
da Estado news agency reported, citing
unidentified Silva aides.

Silva spent more than an hour discuss-
ing various topics with Castro, who ceded
power to his younger brother Raul — first
temporarily, then permanently — after
undergoing emergency intestinal surgery
in July 2006.

The meeting was closed to international
news media based in Havana, but informa-
tion about it was carried by Agencia Estado
and Cuban state media. Recent photo-
graphs released by Cuba’sgovernmenthave
also shown ahealthier-looking Fidel Castro.

Wednesdays images show a beaming
Castro chatting with Silvaand mugging for
the camera with the Brazilian president’s
communications minister while Silva him-
selftakes a photo. The gray-bearded revo-
lutionary was ftiought to be in far graver
health — in fact, rumors of his imminent
death were frequent — the last time Silva
came to see him in January 2008.

This time, Silva felt Castro looked
“much different” and improved, Agencia
Estado reported.

Cuba’ state television led its evening
newscast with a report on the meeting,
though it didnt broadcast any images of
Castro until the 30-minute show’ closing,
when it displayed several still photographs
ofthe former leader.

The report said Castro and Silva dis-
cussed several matters, including the UN
climate conference in Copenhagen. After

that conference, Castro released a string of
essays strongly criticizing President Barack
Obama for Washingtons brokering of an
accord that urges — but does not require
— major polluters to make deeper emis-
sions cuts.-

Also visiting Cuba was socialist Ven-
ezuelan President Hugo Chavez, another
close friend and confidant of Fidel Castro.

Silva, Chavez and Raul Castro had all
been in the Mexican Caribbean city ofPlaya
del Carmen on Tuesday for a Latin Ameri-
can and Caribbean “unity” summit. There
was no word on whether Fidel Castro met
with Chavez, a frequent visitor to Cuba.

Before their meeting with Fidel Castro,
Silva and Raul Castro donned guayabera
dress shirts and traveled to the port city of
Mariel, about 30 miles (50 kilometers) west
of Havana, where Brazils government is
helping build a new port designed to han-
dle full-size container ships.

The $600 million renovation is being
split equally between Silvas government
and Cuba. Brazil is Cuba’s fourth-largest
commercial partner, with nearly $700 mil-
lion in trade between the two countries in
2008, the most current figures available.

Raul Castro became provisional presi-
dent on July 31, 2006, and took over per-
manently two years ago Wednesday. But he
played down the anniversary in comments
to the news media. Silvas comments were
not the first recent indication Fidel Castro
has turned the corner on his health.

During avisitto Havana in October, the
director ofthe World Health Organization,
Margaret Chan, metwith him for more than
two hours and said he was “wonderful” and
“very dynamic.” Chan said at the time that
Castro had more endurance than she did.
“I'm younger than him and I felttired when
he wasn't,” she said.
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EMENT

AdiorsAid Nigeria (AAN) is one of ActionAid Country Programmes around the world.
ActionAid is an International Non-Governmental organization registered in The Netherfands
wilt headquarters in Johannesburg South Africa. ActionAid international works m about 50
countries in Africa, Asia, Europe, Australia and the Americas, 22 of,these country
programmes, affiliates or associates are in Africa and are led by Africans, \We have been
doing developmentwork on the comment since 1972 and in Nigeria since 1999. ActionAid
works with the poor and excluded in Africa, promoting values and commitment in civil
society, institutions and governments with the aim of achieving structural changes in order
to eradicate injustices and poverty in the world.

To effectively remain proactive and consolidate on the new country strategy, AAN is inviting
applications from qualified candidates tofill the following positions:

Policy, Advocacy & Gender Technical Advisor, (One position each for Benue,
Ogun&Akwalbom)

Person Specifications —

Education/Qualifications

*  Degreein Social Sciences, Arts or Humanities is essential.
Post graduate degree in arelevantfield is essential.

*

Experience
« Aminimum of 7 years working experience preferably inthe social developmentfield
isessentia!

Aminimum of 3years experience in asimilar position is essential

Experience ofthe Nigenan policy environmentas it relates with Gender & HIV/AIDS
is essential t
Experience in HIV Prevention and Gender mainstreaming is desirable

S miAbilities

«  Excellent computer application skills is essential

«  Excellent oral and written communication skills is essential

*  Excellent conceptual, analytical, documentation and presentation skills is
essential

Excellent Skills in policy analysis and Interpretation is essential

*

Personal Qualities

* Creative and takes initiative,

Able to work effectively in a diverse team environment
* Willing and able to travel

&

A

Capacity Building Technical Advisor, (One position each for Nasarawa, Ogun
&Akwalbom) Y,

Person Specifications
Education/Qualifications
*  Degree in Social Sciences, Arts or Humanities is essential
Post graduate degree in arelevantfield is essential.
i
Experience .
*  Armnimumof 7 years working experience preferably in the social de.-eio™rment field
isessential
Aminimum of 3 years experience in a similar position is essential
Experience inworking with HIV/AIDS -related Civil Society Organisation n the area
of capacity building and prevention is essential
. Experience ofthe Nigerian policy environmentasit relates with Gender & hiv AIDS
€ isdesirable

*

Skill/Abilities

« Excellent computerapplication skills essential

*  Excellent Skills in capacity building essential

Excellent oral and written communication skills essential

Excellent conceptual analytical, documentation and presentation skills essential

*

*

Personal Qualities

« Creative and takes initiative.
* Able to work effectively in a diverse team environment
> Willing and able to travel

All interested candidates should fill in the application form as accessed from the appi.cat-on
pack on www.actionaid- ni
hWFi:/mkvw.actionaid.ora/paoes.asox?PacielD=12&itemID=190 for Enhancing Nigerian

Response (ENR) Capacity Building Technical Advisor and
hnp:/.%iAw.actionaid,Qrg/cage"MM EM Sfel2& Ji-nffiEIM for Enhancing Niyenan
Response (ENR) Policy, Advocacy & Gender Technical Advisor

The application pack contains the Vacancy announcement, Job Description and Application
form. Subject line of emails should clearly state position applied for and name of
applicantwith surname first otherwise application will not be considered,

ActionAid offers competitive terms of employment. Applications from women are
particularly welcome. Applications are also particularly welcome from candidates living
with HIV/AJDs (PLWHAS). '

Closing date for receipt of application forms is 12* March, 2010. Only she™, listed
candidates will be contacted. Only Electronically completed application forms will be
entertained and should be mailed to vacaocMjgeria@9.cteoaAa3- Applications w®
ONLY be considered if submitted on AAN's Standard Application forms.
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listrycommits huge
funds to woo US investors

By Sunday Williams

HUGE sums of money will be committed bv the
Commerce Ministry in order to woo Amerkan
investors, according to Minister of Commerce
and Industry Achike Udenwa. The minSS dfd
not specify how much it will cost Nigeria to stage
a forum in Atlanta, Houston and Chicago £

experts said it may run into huge sums of money.
Some experts who spoke to Daily Trust doubted
the mission and called it another jamboree But

s the Toman ST BGIRRe B Alslvdrue
mgnt (‘FIFA'). ﬁ'nednlwrfhlles%rrns?eﬂt f{hg]f le%k No‘aerla

business forum in three US states isan opportunity
,u d bUSTM $“pp” 1TM'
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NIPC aims to sustain

acourtesy visitto the Customs FC~rea CommandhfA|*ljrerS °***le Maritime R«kPo~r/Awa~tiw'orligC TiaM id $20bn FD in 2010

Kaduna, Warri refineries

PromoHon1? 6 Secretary ofNigerian Investment
promotion Commission (NIPC), Engr.Mustafa
ohas said that the Commission intends to sus

(FDI) itattraT $ b\ ForeiSn Direct Investment

|
Start pl Od UCtIOI l overWhbu
By Hamisu Muhammad . .
crude oil to it from Escravos ) )
A statement from NNPC said that the lenge of fuel queues noticed in some
and Wafrtnhﬁ{‘eaﬁ'g\?ﬁ{géwSﬂesstﬁga*ﬁqa?,b‘.?ﬁ Kaduna refinery had fully came on stream  states of the federation wouW soon Inflation
60 P f Cent caPacity Production of riday the 19th of February, 2010 and ~ Pecome athing ofthe past“ -> 12.3%
Bremmm Motor Spnt P%S), Dual Pur- two weeks earlier the Warri Refinery and Accordlng to NNPC, A”eady the P
. b , felines and Product Marketing Com- 6.90%
C p r ducse(DPK)andotherPetro-  HBA. TiRtabemenT I RAGHRS PSE- pany, PPMC, a subsidiary of the Cor-  1Budget N T
por Nige(rian N;‘goniil Pdetfrlmeum w  TpS prodlices Premium Motor poration has begun the evacuation and External Reserves Acct >$41bn
Corporation (NNPC) disclosed this yes- rom th1°8 _ tht\ petr®leum,Products
terday in Abuja. (BB@ Automotive G%grB?lse(AEH? A rom me revampeopre¥ner|es Excess Crude Acct_ <4 2bn
It said that the two refineries WI|| Low Pour Fuel Oil (LPFO) ~ The Corporation maintained thatin i n 54 4%
compliment fuel supply and ease the “i statement said the NNPC was line with the transforma_tlon_programme Poverty Ratio °
scarcity m the country. glad to announce to Nigerians that the ~ 0 the NNPC, all the refinerieswould be ) ' o1 b o 1icy Rate 6 do
NNPC said that the Kaduna refinery Turn Around Maintenance of refineries made to work as a truly commercial
embarked upon by the NNPC is beginning ~ entity to avoid a relapse in line with the Banks- — e > 24
B 080 EAPASY £ B o2 g g pay offas the Kaduna refinery fullycame ~ determination ofthe management ofthe Ol PriCE~-memmmemmeemee A$78 abarel
due to the failure ofcrude supply and the on stream last Frlday and has stabilized at Corporation to transform it from a cost
60 per cent capacity.” centre to a profit making entity. PowerSupply-
The NNPC spokesman called on the | . >2,200MW
Qil output per day----- o1 ombd

delay in completion of the TAM it had
been idle for more than 2 years.
It said in the same vein the Warri

125000 h caPacn% to Process
rPn T pba" els Per day but had also
remained idle since the middle of last
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The statement noted that all the pri-

*e Kaduna refinery have

tarted production, adding that this would

Be ro|'§HrrTﬁV|3/r"’1éfdu(:rtgti'rlft(é)ntﬁe'rcnol:l)mrttrayt 0ynt of
Corporation and other importers.

, PC expressed optimism that with

the refineries now back on stream, the chal-
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Broad Money Supply——>N10, 730, 793.1m

Credit to Private Sector ~>N 10,155,442.0m
Inter-Bank Rate 2.2600%
Treasury Bills > 2680
Deposit Rate —  -------- > 1256%
Prime Lending Rate — — — > 19.03%

Stock Market Index
Date:Thursday, February25,2010
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Demand soars for'pure’ water

By Abubakar Mommoh

SELLERS ofsachet water, P°PW »

Cade'S? AsachetoTpur!

metropolis with some areas getting only a tew no

“sasffia.

more for the iced blocks.

added, she

{S==wS$

rnmmred to what she was earning

hawking ,h, p 8V Qtet

in the coihplex said he was'hired .0 sell and did no, knoww h , » now

be TTieCrise'in temperature isalso
Abdulsalam, Ade, who came o
S N N S N S N

*Newein”.Maid by the
certainly become
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d° There’is al®o “ high demand for bottled mineral ware, like coke,

fanta, sprite, etc

Dangote introduces new
products at Kaduna fair

From Ibraheem Musa, Kaduna

te

household products, were showcased at Podium

® S 5 K 3

FSTTMhas introduced a new range of

Alhaji

S .S T -

PEOPLE at every °PPor® n® mnanvhas not only diversified its range of

ACCORDING to him,t e

p ydemand ofits customers in Nigeria

roducts s to meet* e: A a tegones of peaple because they have
Bndda%roag,%ey are’ideal for)s‘ categories 01R ,'.PR y

EARLIER in his remarks councd mem

(kad CCIMA), Prince

S SSSsSSsSssSss ffi»~ryU aingr P ~
ucts for use in Nigeria™ d abroad doin tQ ject
SS4d K N “ a,Tp~™br ~rm gto,M 8eriaca»

compete with all countries withoutany te ® A
HE saidK ADCCIMA valuesthep”cip”~iono”™ N  subsequentedI_

expressed hope that the comp vy
tions ofthe fair in future. Speaking

far>and

Xrust, MrHenry Ejiregbe, the

y ngdthat Dangote Industries
marketing executiveofRadunareg” J>

GLOBACOM says the decision
to promote show biz is a deliber-
ate policy on youth empowerment
in the country Regional manager
of the company in the North Mr.
Kaka Olukemi made this known
Wednesday at the GLO special day
at the 31st Kaduna international
trade fair.

that iswhy it came

the cQpanyYas gt in&stilg
in educatjonal develdPment
as its competitor, pointing out
that each network had its own
focus to drive its business.

He explained that the rea-
son why the company pro-
motes more show biz in the

South is because Hollywood,
1.1 _u'l7Y/rflpf cV»r\wniz.in

Stories from Abubakar K. Mommoh

NO fewerthan 179 investors from
Turkey Wednesday visited the
ongoing 31st Kaduna Interna-
tional Trade Fair in furtherance of
trade cooperation between the two
countries, Daily Trusthas learnt.
Kaduna Chambers ot
Commerce, Industries and
Agriculture,(KADCC”VIA),
the organizers of the fair had
announced that about 80 investors
from Turkey were being expected,
' ngside to participate in the 31st
de fair which began last Friday.
Confirming this in an inter-
view with Daily Trust,the Direc-
tor General of KADCIMMA
Alhaji Usman Sallawa said the

DAILY TR UST Friday, February 26,2010

INnvestors storm
tradefair

delegation were taken round the
trade fair grounds to give them
firsthand experience.

Sallawa said the delegation was
divided into three groups in view
of their large numbers in order to
manage them properly.

He explained that the visitors
had requested to witness the trade
fair to see how they could assist,
adding that however that they had
promised to participate fully next

arHe said the investors had ear-
lier visited state and planned to
have trade and investment forum
and business relationship with
Nigeria business community and
the country. .
Commenting on the visit, the

Police nab pick pockets

TWO young suspected thieves
were arrested at the trade fair
ground by the security operatives
while trying to steal handsets from
members ofthe public.

Security operatives who spoke
in confidence said one ofthe sus-

pects; was nearly lynched by the
m ob When they rescued him.

The suspect who had blood all
over himwhenhewasbroughtinto
the councils building told Daily

the cpuntryJslockfed thege, add-
ing Wevell( thaSethe cSwpany
as been promoting many per-
sonalities as GLO ambassadors
among them Nuhu Aliyu and
SaniDanja

The Regional manager saia
the company was at the fair to
introduce some of its new P™ij’'

Trust that he is a mechanic based
in Bukuruin Plateau State and came
to the trade fairto buy some goods.

He denied being a thief saymg
thatthe mob took away his money,
phone and ID card.

However the victim, Ayuba
Gods power told our correspond-
ent that the second suspect was
trying to remove his handset
from his pocket when he caught
him. God*s power who said he is

IN. Accardingato m, Glo
élkb kagws s crigrs
pa 30koba=per dstonslon
GLO-GLO network and 60kobo
to other networks, which gives
subscribers about 80% reduc-
tion in tarrif.
BIDWIN is areserve auction
game where subscribers bid low

Director General expressed opti-
mism it would rub off on the
country’s economy opening vari-
ous opportunities in manufactur-
ing, real estate, oil and gas, solar
energy and fast food/pastries
business.

“ 1 believe we stand to gam a
lotin real estate, for instance, the
Kaduna State millennium city
project will gain partnering with
Turkish investors”, he said.

He did not state when the var-
ious business discussions would
be consummated but assured
that the chambers was planning a
trade mission to Turkey nextyear,
adding it had received invitation
to participate in the countrys
trade fair.

a member o'fa chaplain dedicated
to fighting crime said such miscre-
ants must be punished to serve as
deterrent. ,

The police officer in charge ot
security declined comments on the
security situation at the fair

Daily Trust gathered that
despite tight security measures
during the fair many pickpock-
ets and petty thieves have been .
apprehended.

for 18 days. The subscriber with

low@st unfque hjd at the end
each ¥ay Winga Hia Rio Car.
The*entire stbstriber has to

do text you’re BID to 300.

He promised that the com-
pany will continue to reward its
loyal subscribers with more pro-
mos to be introduced during the
year.
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By A dir Badsha Mukhtar
TOWARDS the end of
~009, the Ministry of
Mines and Steel Develop-

“i.m ent Ur*der the leadership

of Mrs. Diezani Alison
Madueke disbursed micro
grant of $10 million to 31
small-scale mining coop-
eratives and communities
across the country.

The fund which was
granted to some qualified
small scale miners is from
the World Bank scheme:
Sustainable Management of
Mineral Resources Project
(SMMRP). The aim ofthe
scheme was to facilitate the
development of Artisan
and Small Scale Mining
activities across the globe.

I he total credit avail-
able to be disbursed to the
qualified countries was
$120 million with a grace
period of 10 years and a
maturity period of40 years.

The objective of the
project, according the
World Bank was to increase
the governmentslong term
institutional and technical
capacity to manage Niger-
ias mineral resources in a
sustainable way.

Ine project also sought
to establish a basis for
poverty reduction and
rural economic renewal in
selected areas of the coun-
try via the development of
non-farm income generat-
ing opportunities through
small-scale mining to
diversify the economic base
from oil.

Nigeria has many min-
erals resources and in
most cases in commer-
cial quantity. Many peo-
ple are exploring some of
these abandoned resources

Friday, February 26,2010

NCena

locally and illegally. Thou-
sands of these resources
remained untapped.

Nigeria has these minerl
als in excess, some ofwhich
are: Bitumen/tar sand with
estimated reserves of 27
billion barrels of oil equiv-
alent. Gold also has esti-
mated reserves 0f2.7 billion
tonnes, lron ores 3 billion
tonnes, Limestone 2.23 tril-
lion tonnes, Barytes 14 mil-
lion tonnes, Lead/Zinc Sul-
phides 1million tonnes and
Gold 3,000 meters. Nigeria
has untapped gold of over
300,000 ounces, with 2mil-
lion ounces estimated.

Nigerian gold is capa-
ble of competing with that
of Ghana. Ghana produces
ten percent (10%) of the
worlds gold which makes
her the world second larg-
est producer ofgold.

It is on record that
Nigeria without the inter-
vention of foreign grants
had at one time become
the worlds largest exporter
of Columbite and the sixth
largest exporter of Cas-
sterite (Tin). Nigeria now
imports virtually every
solid mineral materials
needed for its industry.

The Minister of mines
and steel development had
once told Nigerians that,
“Mining sector in thecoun-
try is an alternative to the
oil sector.”

She had also said over
500,000 household relied
on local unskilled mining.
She*said the consequences
are “uncontrolled informal
small-scale mining.”

Even with this aban-
doned mineral resources
in the country, mining
sector presently contrib-
utes less than one percent

(1%) to the Nigerian
Gross Domestic Prod-
uct (GDP). This means
that it is not playing
any role visibly in the
nations economy. This
is not because it cant
but because, according
to observers, successive
leaders have neglected
for ail.

The sector therefore
has been in comer for
close to forty years, to
the extent that Nigeria
has “missed out on the
various opportunities to
capitalize on the upswing
ofcommodity % prices.”

Nigeria is collaborat-
ing with the World Bank
supported Sustainable
Management of Min-
eral Resources Project
(SMMRP) to support
small-scale mining in
providing grants to the
tune $50,000.

It is as though the
sector is grossly under-
funded. When the
World Bank team visited
the country last year to
access the three-month
activities of the minis-
try regarding the $10
million grant allocated
for the development of
the activities of Arti-
sanal Small-Scale Min-
ing (ASM) the Minister
asked for more money.

“We are looking for-
ward to the World Bank
to increase their scope
of our financial involve-
ments so that it encapsu-
lates not just the lowest
cadre, which has already
been represented under
the $10 million grant,
but so that by next year
we should be able to also
1K€ care off slie middle

H  Nigerian gold is capable of competing with
that of Ghana, Ghana produces ten percent
(10%) ofthe world's gold which makes her
the world second largest producer of gold.

and larger cadre of small-
sc™e miners as”, the Min-
ister said.

She said the small-
scale miners are impor-
tant to the nations econ-
omy because in that sector
alone “we can reach well
up to 20 million jobs if
properly articulated in the
next two years.”

She said Mining has
to be admitted into pro-
grams like National Pov-
eity Eradication Program
(NAPEP),  Millennium
Development Goals
(MDGs) and all organiza -
tions working towards cre-
ating better lives for rural
dwellers.

Artisanal and Small-
scale Mining, she said, is
typically a poverty driven
activity and largely prac-
tised by poor people with
scarce alternative liveli-
hood in-the rural areas
across the country.
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It is on record that Nigeria without the
intervention of foreign grants had at one
time become the world's largest exporter of
Columbite and the sixth largest exporter of
Cassferite (Tin). Nigeria now imports virtu-
ally every solid mineral materials needed
for its industry.
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INVITATION TO A

PUBLIC HEARING

ON A Bill FOR AN ACT TO

i)

The House Compnittees on Diaspora and Foreign
Affath invite' all stake holders to a Public Hearing on A
Bill for an Act to Establish the Nigerians in Diaspora
Commission Etc (HB 294).

The objective of the Bill is to provide for the

engagement of Nigerians in Diaspora in the policies,
projects and participation in the
development of Nigeria and for the

purpose of utilizing the human, capital

and material resources of Nigerians in

Diaspora towards the overall
socioeconomic, cultural and political
development of Nigeria.

Date: Tuesday, 2nd March, 2010

Venue: Conference room 028, House of
Representatives, new building,
National Assembly Complex
Abuja

Time: 2p.m

Stake holders are required to forward 20
copies of their memoranda to Barr. Oscar
Okoro, Clerk House Committee on Diaspora,
HB 47 or room 7 House of Representatives,

National Assembly Complex, _
&hujafharoscarnass#v3hooxomi on or !
before 2 march ,2010.

On behalf of the joint committees, please

accept the assurances of our esteem regards

. . Hon. Umar Bature
Hon. Abike Oabiri-Erew a

. . House Committee on
House Committee on Diaspora

Foreign Affairs

% Bty
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\ NIGERIAARABIC LANGUAGE VILLAGE, NGALA
ity Grirefor Adic Stiifai
Office ofJJtc.Buector

ijtaison«m cfc
6A LAfIVA ROAtI.dIDO* *

Wi Si-T'-T*

2

The Nigeria Arabic Language Village,
mwimdh ?mo eaaitai owiecte. in v»w of the above

' : loredAf-
and interested-----------
documentsto the Miagefortbe following projects

i PreMuaiSEatioi T&, Tender Fees ]
H | Project Description
J SN ' ’ IN - 0MM .
fiat 1A TMttIIthlptyS t<<\Ab>8||>>o<<0fSJJ|WWannwu*
fﬁ' eVlSTJspep(lq)l/Jl n Fiae | pul SO I I AAA i .. I ................
s Lot1B taboratoryegulpmem) MQOVIQO
|l Lotza, 1 ranstfuciloftof g e rnmw |
i S to rmala HosfejL--—- 1000000 j
J Lot 2C Solar facilities to male Students/ Hostel |IOOS|V|
I LotiA | Can&iaudioR of 1000100 I
tot J§ Fumitureto HP*... 12@% |I
LotIC 1000000
10000.00

9 ftPPPAUAUTriCATIONRgQYtBimNTSi

0

p Provide evidence of registrationww
P)) provide evidence of registrationwith n sgena A ravic Language Village (NALV)

) Svide evidence of current Tax Clearance Certificate for the last three

experience of the company’s ©
82 involved in the project(s) where applicable (enclosed photocopies ofcredertta ).
i) Listof Plantand Equipment {where applicable), «widenceof
v Verifiable list of projects completed, listing names of clients, contract sum. ewd
A4

practical cOmplelion(2007,2008.&2009j [ ?nft»&2009
(vi) Audited Accountofthe bidderforthe lastthree (3) years20Q7,2008 & 2009
f(() Bank reference and Bank statement

) Articles and memorandum of Association,
(«} Any other relevant information

mmm i

SSSfSSSSES

documents from the Office ofthe Coordinator Municipal Services Department,
40 SUBMISSIONS

a
envelopes and<

pro
the

b) The PrfH,unification and full v jiage Ngala on or before 10 am 16w
Director/Chief Executive. Nigeria Arabic * 9 ~ 9 mmedsaleiy by 10.00 am at the Council

@hgmkb O]Y}?flllngf y f"%gnaé(;hrnletrall\p,\u%lll\(/:/vnﬁlé%q‘ townn&lsé]eﬂci%&%Té Ty“ e:

NOTE

if >That the Village is notbound to accept tenders sent tycourier or post,
n Interested « r «

- may matewbmMkx to.M mo,ethant»o (2, protect, and mu*
show competency in each ofthe lots separately.

iv) Onthe opening date, the Pre'¢¢  * “ 7

B?SK5REEK N

I,d‘
tenders opened for consideration.

"saSStory X StoS S fS Il lender.

Alt Intoreslet* eon,p»nl« mu* pnduc

CESFM Sy Ry X
openingtor sighting only.

Signed:
Director/Chief Executive.
Nigeria Arabic Language Village, Ngala
10/02/2010
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By Hamisu Muhammad

CHEVRON Nigeria Limited has
indicated interest to construct a
750 mega watts capacity power
plant m Agora, Lagos State, the
Chairman and Managing Director
° ec¢°mPany Andrew Fawthrop
nas said. r

Fawthrop said atamedia parley
1tth~ongoing Nigeria Oil and Gas
Conference in Abuja that he has
invited tenders to power the plant

He noted that there is cur-
rently a serious shortage ofpower
in Nigeria but when there is stable
power generation; capital inflow
will increase in the country.

On the domestic gas obligation,
the Chevron Boss said itisnot true
that Chevron has restricted sup-
ply of sas to PHCN,, “we push out
every standard Cubic feet of gas
we produce from our Escravos gas
plant to the Nigerian Gas Com
pany.

He said: “We have flare out
projects since 1992. Currently we

ave three flare out projects each
will cost over a billion USD. The
Escravos Gas to Liquid project
will come soon by the end of this
quarter and that will push up the
delivery ofgas up”

On the oil production, Faw-
throp said the production in the
joint venture is running to about
240,000mbd in both the deepwater
and Agbami field.

Oil prices

lose $2 a

drum

OIL fell by nearly $2 per barrel
yesterday to about $78, dragged
down by arise in the dollar as the
euro slid on concerns about the
outlook for the European econ-
omy and after a surprise jump in
U.S. unemploymerit.

The euro fell to a one-year low
against the yen and was down ver-
susthe dollar on uncertainty over
the ability of the Greek govern-
ment to cope with its fiscal crisis,
while the dollars trade-weighted
index rebounded.

US crude futures for April

Ldr n $L8° P~ barrel at
$78 20 by 1420 GMT, after hit-
ting alow of $77.88.

41 Thb,contract rose more than
$1 on Wednesday, lifted by com-
ments by U.S. Federal Reserve
Chairman Ben Bernanke, who
stressed his commitment to low
U.S. interest rates. London Brent
crude lost $1.68 to $76.41 abarrel.

A firmer dollar makes oil and
other commodities more expen-
sive for holders of other curren-
cies and also dragged gold down
to near a two-week low Reuters.

A man refuels hiscarata petrol station in Sydney

majors divided
over Nigeria's
reforms

By Hamisu Muhammad

1HERE is division among the International
Oil Companies 10C) as some of them have
penly supported Nigeriasbid to carry out far
reaching reforms in the oil and gas sector while
others are opposed to the Petroleum Industry
Bill currently with the National Assembly.
fotal Upstream said they are ready to work
with Nigerian government in the ongomg
reforms m the oil and gas sector ®
dulinn TQ@ fTesident>Exploration and Pro-
duction” Total Upstream Worldwide, Mr. Wves
Darricarrere said Nigeria was a very
important country in Totals business and that

m/ h t0COntlnue to investin Nigeria.
Mr Darricarrere made this commiment

~G vy 11,Spend
<Dbg €71 dal™s

(NOG) conference in Abuja, also announced

during a courtesy visit to the Group Manag-
Niger>an National Petro-

leum reCt°r
Sanusi

Z u 2 ,POa,m-°r
Ann Pickard the outgoing Regional Fxern-
ive ice President, Shell Exploration and Pro-
duction, Africa, on Tuesday while delivering a
paper at the 2010 NOG, described the PIB as
a cumbersome document that lacks insight
e very basics of our industry” While
forecasting a bleak future for the oil and gas
industry post-PIB, Pickard also criticized the
iscal provisions ofthe proposed law which she
described as the “harshest in the world’
But Darricarrere said “We want to continue
to work in your country; we want to continue

to invest. Nigeria is a very impqrignt EgHmw

N40bn to repair

that the geveFAMent Ras set aside K17 shil
lion for the repair of the Trans Forcardos

State r3VOS C,Udcl,ncs in W* ™' D=l«a

According to him, 2009 was a turbulent
year for the nation due to the damage to the
pipelines which caused a drop in Nigerias
crude oil Productlon by more than 13 mil
lion barrels per day A 13 mil~

He said government is committed to
mmed to

in our business.”

38Me TTE{ cEh R RS IR YR PO RR S

ments in the Nigerian 0|I and gas sector, the
Total boss expressed confidence in the future
ofthe partnership between his company and
the corporation and its investment in the
simfstic” 8L 1haVCn® reaSOn t0 be Pes-

Dr. Barkindo, in his welcome remarks dis-
missed insinuations that the Petroleum Indus-

o3

%ttrr]]e I{lig3erian %”Fé’nté? Egsnfﬁgus itts operators
in,  “rged,the Total boss to join the NNPC
in building the infrastructure to support the

becomes an Act.

pipelines
prevailing Peace in the
'hro”

NADdIT ~
developml,oTL ™

h ad”™” 0 b°Sals® said government

to nil P°L Cy of 8lving deadlines

n? frn I° Hg3s flar,ng bYinitial-
f i at would end flaring,
According to him, NNPC was working

mor.fr artners to linitiate
more gas projects thatwguld end gas flaring
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. iwa... followed

le co m

due process, NCP

. . t

PROF. Taiwo Osipitan, Chair-
man, Technical Committee,
National Council on Privatisation
(NCP) yesterday reaffirmed that
due process was followed in the

NITEL bid on Feb. 16,2010

_ Osipitan made the reaffirma-
tion in Abujawhile briefing news--

men on mediareports crewed to

the technical partner ofthe pie
forced bidder, New Generation
Telecommunication Consortium
" That statement naturally put
us on alert and we had to go back
and look at the papers very well
to see whether there was anythin*,
amiss along the Ime. itt
"The technical committee
of NCP held a meeting yesterday
where we exhaustively examined
the deeUments and the processes
whieh led to the emergence”of

Brisalat targets 4milionSUsierStIS YBar wn i e seansieas o

From Chris Agabi, Kayode EkundayO
and Mohammed Shosanya, Lagos

NEWEST entrant into A*™®
most robust telecoms market, the
Nigerian telecommunications sec-
tor Etisalat Said it plans growing it
presentover 2.6 million subscribers
base to 4 million this year even as it
is investing some $700 million into
network expansion this year.

Mr. Steven E. Evans, the Chief
Executive Officer of Etisalat who
* disclosed this in Lagos at a media

parley also noted that at the incep-
tion the company had planned to
spend $2 billion dollars to grow its

netHesaid so far the company last
year invested about $800 million

the preferred bidder and also the
reserved bidder. .

"The result of our exercise
and the meeting is

ess was fully complied with and

received a letter and correspond-
enceTfromChinaUNTCOMcon-
firnjing that they had since con

firmed that M Eurepe
indeed hasaworking relationship

preferred bidder,

there was sufficient transparency,, w/ arfgyalsgrdnaRessasyessession

in the whole transaction, Osipi-

tallThe Chairman added that the
statement was credited to.China
UNICOM which was not a pari
ofthe consortium ofthe preferred

bldHe further explained that
China UNICOM is the parent
company of UNICOM Europe
which is the technical partner of
the preferred bidder, adding

though the companies were con-
nected, they stood as separate

“ Nappplty wee hhde |
h@,@livls\lly__e e also

of a letter signed by UNICOM
Europe indicating their interes

to partner with the preferred bid-
der’c’)@?ﬁ%% stated that the con-

fusion possibly arose as a result
of communication gap between
UNICOM Europe and its paren
company China UNICOM-

According to him, the tech-
nical committee has resolved to
recommend the results ofthe bid
opening process to the NCP for
immediate approval.

(NAN).

3ngby the end ofihe year, itwodd
have effectively spent about $700
million that would take the total
investmentto about $1.5billion.
Evans said though the economic
i affprtpci telecoms
"' p S c bY2011 and Etisalat
wouldbreak evenby that same year.
“Overtime we hope to acquire
a number of customers to gener-
ate sufficient income to make a
profit” he said, adding that most of
L Etisalat new subscribers would
be existing subscrivers from other
network users rather than fresh te
ecoms subscribers. The strategy
that Etisalat is adopting to woo the
customers, he said, hinged pnma-
rily on high network quality, robust

AN AN

2

He saidthough btisaiai is present
inallthe statesofthe federationmdud-
mgAbuja, itspenetration rate isabout

40 percentamong the populationbut
Shopestor*himoreNigenans

S°Accordingtohim,Etisaltteically

wouldbe renting telecoms
ture of other existing networks rather

panywouldcutcostanddeEvermore

quality service to its subscribers at a

reducedprice goinngrWard.
“Itisawaste oftime and resources

forusto goandstartbuilding say5000

maste It notinthe interestofNigen-
ansandourcustomers, he said.
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MTN promises to boost
science education

Zain introduces 'OgaLine for
SMEs

From Zakariyya Adaramola, Lagos

researchconducteda ¢ r 0 « ~ der IQ support their aay u

communication costs

calltime neededfor specrn k Slineatadiscountedrate, he
Im ohaeodlIls”””r~rS 2 ns,pen,OrmA6ricato
said“Weareproudtobe*efirst wer business owners, entrepre-
offeraworldclassinnovaUonthaw™emPmesses * impressive
neurs and proprietors to*conducth four brand promise ofa

Nigeria.” said Alain Sainte-Mane.
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Farmers in Niyeriahave
called for a tax free zone to
grow and develop the entire
agricultural sector.

At an interactive forum
hosted by the Presidential

G
o3
amas
laosdoe
NSO/
reva1Le

By Sunday Williarrs

THE Federal Capital Terri-
tory Abuja Area Command
of the Nigerian Customs
Services has received com-
mendation for surpassing
revenue expectation and
raking in awhooping N297
million in January.

Members of the Mari-
time Reporters Associa-
tion of Nigeria who visited
the Customs Area Control-
ler FCT Command Alhaji
Usman Kankara Bello said
Nigeria was proud of the
achievement which sur-
passed last year January's
NI3million.

President of the asso-
ciation Mr. Leye Ajayi
described Comptrol-
ler Bello as a hardwork-
ing and God fearing man,
having worked in Apapa
and Tin Can Island ports
as the Public Relations
Officer between 1989 and
1999 when he was Deputy
Superintendent of Customs
and later rose to the rank of
Assistant Comptroller of
Customs.

According to the state-
ment signed by Mr. Eke
Chukwuma, PRO of the
FCT Command, Comp-
troller Bello thanked them
and told the reporters he
was not resting on his oars
and urged them to join
hand with him to build
Nigeria.

Kipea) |HE%?&H &5 8A EQH

culture yester ay in A
stakeholders agreed on the
need to provide incentives
thatwould help develop the
sector.

Chairman ofthe Com-

Saraki of Kwira Sfatk toRl
the stakeholders to come
up with a roadmap that
would move the agric sec-
tor forward.

A cassava farmer Chris
Okeke said that to develop

I, 0

increase tari
imported goods coming
into the country.

He said: “Agricultural
industry should be given
tax holiday for five years.

There should be five

A farmer thinks in terms of yield per acre; and
will do everything within his power to increase this.
That is why time &time again he calls on Tak Agro for

unique solution no metter the sail.

e"AGRO

Now available with our distributors nationwide!

tak agro

years taxholidayfor tractor
companies that are willing
to come to the country.
“Government should
remove unnecessary bar-
riers for foreigners who
would like to come and
invest in the country.”

rtax tree a9ric zone

Another farmer, Kola
Jamodu, who was a one-
time Minister of Com-
merce said agriculture
sector should be grown by
given incentives to farmers
so that the country can be
selfsufficient.

UREJ]

fertilizer

The Farmers’”Choice



In Nasarawa state, a group of men and women survive by
breaking the nearby rocks into small bits, which they then sell.

From Hir Joseph, Lafia

E firsthandshake you
receive tells the story
of life among the local

hilly outskirts of the bursting
town. Its owners are the people
of Aligaza community of the
Eggon tribe.

In the distant past, the rocks

miners on the rocks of IgRGUINOU were a place of hea-

in Aligaza, a sleepy, hilly vil-
lage along the Lafia-Akwanga
Road in Nasarawa-Eggon.
Blistered palms are a reminder
to the people about what they
go through to put food on the
usually large family table. They
are the human quarries, who
daily crack the rocks of Ignou,
to produce the stones that are
used to build cities and towns
away from them.

The rocks ofIgnou rise from
two passing streams - a little
outside Nasarawa-Eggon town
along the busy federal highway.
The rocks are vast, spreading
several square metres on the

then worship; But Christianity
and Islam wiped away the hea-
then beliefs ofthe people, leav-
ing them with bare rocks with
no social or economic ben-
efits. In recent past, the rocks
were carefully avoided by even
greedy land grabbers.

few years back, how-
ever, Ignou rocks
ecame a beehive of

that were only worshiped by
heathens, and later avoided by
farmers, have become a major
source of income to the peo-
ple, and amajor tax base for the
government of Nasarawa State.

ur correspondent was

the rocks of Ignou

cently, and cap-

ured life among the

of Aligaza who work around

the rocks . They said poverty

pushed them into turning their
bare hands into crushers.

Two of those hands at work

at Ignou belong to Hajiya

Halima Mohammadu, a sep-

mercial activities whef4f@enarian and grand mother.

” people woke up one day with
the realization that they can
crush the rocks, and sell trailer
loads of chippings for construc-
tion work. Today, the rocks

She cannot say what quantity
her hands have crushed so far,
but Hajiya Halima has worked
on the rocks for over two years
now. She has piled up much

IThe ygper part of his body is ressive, with shoulders
standing aut nthewide dest, with eqLdlly large ans.
Hs rod-harcHoalns are as wicke as can cover aninfarnt’s
heed Hstinywaist and muscular body gve imithe lock
ofarrature lion Hssknisrough, scary. Thisisthe meking
ofthe huren quarry actimties anthe rods of Ignou The
atheryoutrs dsolodk like this.

DAILY TRUST

HAIJIYA Halima, the septuagenarian, crushing stones at the edge of the Ignou rocks

ofthe chippings, and has sold
much, and is confidentthather

(s alone have produced the
materials that have built man-
sions for the wealthy in cities.
“ | come here daily to crush,
using my bare hands. | have

. finished a huge mound of rock

alone, crushing with my bare
hands”, she said.

crushers have atra-
ditional technology: it
involves setting fire on

aportion ofthe rock, using

ofwood that can last overnight;
so that the hardness is softened
to make way for easy crush-
ing. By daybreak, the crushers
would turn up and clear the
ashes, after which they will set
a sledge hammer on the heated
portion, using every ounce of
energy in them. This is done
by young men who split the
mounds in pieces - the size of
a football. In most cases, the
owners of such mounds are
women - most ofthem elderly
like Hajiya Halima, who cannot
handle the sledge hammer. So
they require the services ofthe

young men, mostly paid, to do
the splitting. The football-sized
pieces that fall off the large
mounds, are what the women
crush into chips, using small
hammers.

jiya Aisha Umar is
ne of Alhaji Bashir
mar’s four wives.

where she takes her late bj
fast, and then, the lund
and her four children are j
of the crushers Daily
spoke to during the visit.
She said her bare
alone have crushed andl
duced tipper loads of grf
which she believes are enl
to build acomplete sky scf

he husband - a prom§N&iftd the two years shi

member of the community,
controls a sizeable proportion
ofthe Ignou rocks. The wives,
|i56‘SJuding Aisha and her chil-
dren have entered the local
quarry work to complement
the farms which are daily, get-
ting unprofitable because of
the perennial scarcity of fer-
tilizer and lack of improved
seedlings.

Aisha spends the earliest
part of the day on the farm,
which she cultivates only at
the subsistence level. By the
time the sun rises, she leaves
to resume on top ofthe rocks.
For years now, the rocks have
become her permanent place,
and the hammer - her perma-
nent companion. This is even

worked there. “God gav
the hands so | can use thl
get food. So | decided tj
them to crush these rocj
provide for the large fa
she said.

rfirstson-Y usi
s a NCE holder!
asarawa State]
|d§e of Education, Ai
from where he passed <
2009. The certificate feeol
N 1,000 hindered him fron
lecting the document,
joined his mother at Ignl
crack the compulsory feel
the hard rocks. Likethe i
he told Daily Trust that 1
not have to look back, bu
his God-given hands tol
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N 1,000 for his certificate. He hopes that buyers
will come around any day for bulk purchase, so
he can raise enough for the document.

fs siblings - the two sisters and a
rother are already good at handling
the sledge hammer to split the rocks

ders standing out on the wide
chest, with equally large arms.
His rock-hard-palms are as
wide as can cover an infants
head. His tiny waist and mus-
cular body give him the look of
amature lion. His skin isrough,
scary. This is the making ofthe
human quarry activities on
the rocks of Ignou. The other
youths also look like this.

T hisreporterhad ahand-
shake with all of them,
nd the encounter was
quite an experience. “The hard-
ness ofour palmsisthe making
of the hammer”, said Agumu
who added that slamming the
sledge hammer on the rocks
takes all the ability ofthe upper
part of the body, with the legs
standing firm on the grounds.
“So three years of this kind of
job leaves you with this kind of
body build”.

Mama Jummai Bala is one
of the elderly women working
at the quarry. Like the other
women, Mama Jummai goes
aboutwith abent back, which
she blamed on the tortuousjob.
She said the job is tedious and
requires even an old woman to
putinall energies, while bend-
ing down to crush the mounds
to get the required sizes of
stones.

There are various sizes of
stone the property developer
and construction contrac-
tors can find at the Ignou site.
There are stones for founda-
tion of buildings, as there are
the type for drainage, roads
and other forms of civil engi-
neering. There are also stones

into crushable mounds, and they were handy in

coaching him. it didnt take me time to learn.
My sisters and brother taught me quickly. They
have been supporting mama to eke out a living
from these rocks for the past two years, so they
are good on the .work”, he said.

Bala Haruna 27, is an old hand on the rocks.
He is not alone; he has worked with the other
male youths whose fame has transcended Ali-
gaza to neighbouring communities, where the
local rock crushing business is gaining promi-
nence. They are Halilu Agumu, married with two
kids he is training from the proceeds from Ignou;
Tanko Agwai, also raising a family from the pro-
ceeds, and Hassan Saas, whose wife, Kemina and
mother -Hadiza were by his side while he spoke
to this reporter. All these youths are drop-outs.
Extreme poverty, as they said, pushed them out
of schools, and led them into the human quarry
on the rocks of Ignou, where they are eking out
ahard living.

Agumu dropped outofGovernment Second-
ary School in Nasarawa-Eggon to join the trade,
when it was just starting three years ago. The
upper part of his body is massive, with shoul-

for beautification designs and
lots more. Every corner ofthe
Ignou rocks is filled with heaps
of these varieties and sizes of
stones, crushed with the bare
hands ofthe people of Aligaza
community. “The rocks have a
way of disfiguring you. Now |
can hardly stretch myself. | go
aboiltwith a bent back because
of this hard job”, Mama Jum-
mai said.

f | Zlhere’ is a life of mis-
ery. Responses poured
in from every lip when

asked by this reporter - the

old women in particular, with
the youths even cursing the
day their mothers wombs
brought them screaming into
this world. The summary of
their responses is that they have
only developed blisters in their
palms, muscles on their bodies,
and hunches on their backs, as
there is hardly anything to
show for crushing Ignou rocks

.which is already more than

half consumed by the human

quarry activity.

Hajiya Halima found this
aspect of inquiry most inter-
esting. She counted the five
fingers of her right hand, and
added two from her left hand,
saying “l have seven children,
all grown up, but none ofthem
is wealthy. We are a poor fam-
ily”. She added that five of the
children - two ladies and three
men, are married and have chil-
dren, some ofwhich are stay-
ing with her. “l am doing this
so that my grand children will
not suffer”, she said, explaining
that she wants them to go to

school and find the way into
some government office; may
be at the nearby Local Govern-
ment Council in the town of
Nasarawa-Eggon, or elsewhere.
To Halima, being in govern-
ment, especially as a politician,
means arobust future for one
and his or her family.

lima is one of the
any rural dwellers
ho have watched

from their hands in the name
oftaxes, these years. “We work
here day and night, peeling our
skins for government to take
taxes for every penny we make
here”, Bala Halilu said. The
state government, according
to him, “does not fail to take
taxes on every chip, stone or
slab we sell here’He added
however “and the state gov-
ernmenthas no infrastructure
in the community to justify the

ver the years, barely (Jifef4hat have been collected.

ate men and women of poor
beginning - people who had
lived everyday of their lives
thinking when or where the
next meal will come, now liv-
ing flamboyant lives, because
they joined politics and have
entered some office. To her,
political office affords one the
rare privilege or access to some
perks that change the life ofthe
occupant, and not the people
he or she represents. Most of
these people in such offices,
including the nearby council at
Nasarawa-Eggon, have made it
so quickly, and they even flaunt
the wealth. But people like
Halima have always remained
spectators to good life.

CCI want my grand children
to join these people and
be rich too, not to stand

and watch as me, their poor

mother” Halima said as she
added “Ami” seeking God to
answer her prayers.

The youths were more
articulate in their response.
They attempted to compute
and get the estimate of how
much government has taken

THE blistered palms of five ofthe people crushing the rocks to make ends meet.

Not even a borehole is present
here. Our people are suffer-
ing various forms of hardship
because of lack of infrastruc-
tural provisions here. There
are no roads, no water, and
no electricity. In fact, the state
government does notknow we
exist. The government knows
us only when it comes to the
paying of taxes, and the tax
collectors dont miss this”, said
Halilu.

state government
rose last month, slap-
ping tax increment on

income, which makes incc

earners like Halilu, Hajiya
Halima and the other stone
crushers of Aligaza to pay 10
percent of their income, as
against the five percent that
was initially paid. Government
says its decision was to imple-
ment the Income Tax Law
2004, which will generate rev-
enue to carry out social serv-
ices in the state. The people of
Aligaza said they are comply-
ing with the decision, buthope
thatgovernmentwill also meet
their development aspiration.



Rnsiness/Finance

COMPANY Name
2ND-TIER SECURITIES
2ND-TIERSECURMES
CAPITALOILPLC

AGRICULTURE
ftncocoaprocessorsplc
LIVESTOCKFEEDSPLC

PRESCOPLC
SECTORTOTALS

« es ijoasno |

NIG. AVIATION HANDLINGQOY.PLC

DNTYRE&RUBBERPLC
RT.BRISCOE (NIGERIA) PLC
SECTORTOTALS

BANWAIN

afribanknigeriaplc
DIAMOND BANKPLC
ECOBANKNIGERIAPLC

F QTYMONU MENT BANKPLC
FIDELITY BANKPLC
FIRSTBANK OF NIGERIAPLC
FINBANKPLC

GTBANKPLC

STANBICIBTC BANK PLC
INTERCONTINENTAL BANK PLC.
OCEANIC BANKINTER. PLC
BANKPHBPLC

SKYEBANKPLC.

SPRING BANKPLC

STERLING BANKPLC

UNITED BANKFORAFRICAPLC.
UNION BANKOF NIGERIAPLC
UNITYBANKPLC

WEMA BANKPLC

ZENITH BANKPLC

SECTORTOTALS

BUILDING MATERIALS
ASHAKA CEMENTPLC
BENUECEMENTCOMPANY PLC
CEVENTQOANDRTHERNNIGPLC
LAFARGEWAPCO PLC

SECTORTOTALS

CHEMICAL&PAINTS
AFRICANPAINTS(NIG.) PLC
BERGERPAINTSNIGERIAPIC
CHEMICAL&ALLIEDPRODUCTSPLC
DN MEYERPLC
SECTORTOTALS

AFROMEDIAPLC
REDSTAREXPRESSPLC
SECTORTOTALS
COMR&OFFICEEQUIPMENT
NCR(NIGERIA)PLC
OMATEKVENTURES PLC
TRIPPLEGEEAND COY. PLC
SECTORTOTALS
CONGLOMERATES
A.G.LEVENTLS (NIGERIA) PLC
JOHN HOLTPLC
PZCUSSONS NIGERIAPLC 63
SCOANIGERIAPLC
TRANSNATIONAL CORPOF NIG.PLC
UACOF NIGERIAPLC
UNILEVERNIGERIAPLC
SECTORTOTALS

CONSTRUCTION

COSTAIN (WA) PLC

JULIUS BERGERNIGERIAPLC
MULTIVERSE RESOURCES PLC

eS ineeringtechnology U
NIGERIANWIREANDCABLEPLC.
SECTORTOTALS
F/BEVERAGES&TOBACCO
7-UP BOTTLINGCO.PLC
BIGTREATPLC

CADBIORY NIGERIAPLC
DANGAOTERJLOURMILLSPLC
DANGOTE SUGAR REFINERY PLGj
FLOURMILLS NIGERIAPLC

90
HONEYWELLFLOURMILLPLC 13
NATIONAL SALTCOY.NIG.PLC 54
NIGERIAN BOTTLING COY.PLC

16
NESTLENIGERIAPLC "

nofithernnig,flourmillsplc |l

GAINERS

No of Deals Quot.(Ni

1055

1275
1836

5.00
28.00
050

30.60
081
15.80

[12.70
16.00
45.10
7.40
620

27.00
270.00
23.00

Qu

1,261,933
13,000
322382
1,597315

1,967,595
6865368
60,437,428
1,697,798
7,000367
13,431362
6,272,982
42,173,109
1526,797
15,145397
6,622,669
15,048,142
6,125,953
716593
1,966325
8,433,721
8,422,767
4,993,432
5,223,283
21,902,528
246,878,948

1.082,197
1,085,593
455,025

1340,729
4,463,544

1,000
52692
128,713
388,900
571305

100,000
415,513
515513

W S
267.000

2,445
271775

149330
25.000
732323
625
29,746,227
2/479,530
4,090,012
37,223 547

1241,704
557,298
75,028
1374,030

68.496
280,000
348.496

28296
870338
769324
2,438,733
6,738314
1358,975
135,200
1,449,105
42,781
76,454
1500

1,115,16424
8,660.00
1,699,067.921
2322392.16

13733820
6,269,22637
6,407,06457

140,02550
372930256
3369328.06

531159627
64037/42066
362020,193.72
1532757960
18*70637533
19526160700
4256309.64
7995293156 QO rders
1235139238
31,104)613.13
13j605j06637
29,47137834 with alimit
4497466784
71139434
3,422,393.14

T than the
51,729962X33
5,722567.70
6,036,023.73
344,030,29367
2,181581387.97

An order

price better

best price |
onthe op-
posite side
ofthe mar-
ket. A better-

1751137286
5433603837
7,175,19458
6430626567

priced buy
14382837148

order hasa

3320j00
194,433.48
3727,376.62
1,205,590.00
530,720.10

limit price
higher than
the best

offering.
55,000.00
1,096,56550 Abetter-

115156550 .

priced sell
19374.90
14030000 Orderhasa,
10,17120 ||m |t pl’ice
170,346.10

lower than
42745930 .
22050000 the bestbid.
1896630523 These are
5.175.00

15093969.12 available
106,93273623

1022346798 Only at.the
UIBIIAG  0ning .
6244286.96
1545105113 r A
37514.00
21,73235209

aje
1 0009

203218.00
252,000.00
455218.00

903,96482
705,478.78
12,107,493.18
30,741,470.15
110646,514.70
61513,728.45
1.050.504.00
9,103557.94
1,112,154501
20,95652309
36225.00
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Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE)
Thursday, February 24"2Q2£

tantalizersplc
UTCNIGERIAPLC
SECTORTOTALS
HEALTHCARE

EVANS MEDICALPLC

FIDSON HEALTHCAREPLC
GLAXOSMITHKLINECONS. nig plc
may & BAKERNIGERIAPLC

UNIONDAGNCSTICRONCALSHSBV.AC
SECTORTOTALS
hotel&tourism
JAPTTALHOTELPLC
IKEJAJHOTELPLC
SECTORTOTALS
ind/domeshcproducts
B.O.C GASESNIGERIAPLC
FIRSTALUMINIUM NIG.PLC
VTTAFOAMNIGERIAPLC

VONO PRODUCTSPLC
SECTORTOTALS

INFECOMM .TECHNOLOGY
CHAMSPLC 15
MASSTH EOM ATIONNGALC

SECTORTOTALS

INSURANCE
AFRICANALLIANCEINSURANCERLC
AIICOINSURANCEPLC
CONTINENTALREINSUR.PLC
CORNERSTONEINSURCO.PLC
CUSTODIAN&ALLIEDINSURPLC
EQUITY ASSURANCEPLC
GREATNIG. INSURCOY.PLC
GOLDLINKINSURANCEPLC
guarantytrustassurplc
GUINEAINSURANCE PLC.
GONBOLIDATEDHALL VARKINSLRHC
INTER ENERGY INSUR COY.PLC
LASACOASSURANCEPLC.
LAWUNION&ROCKINSUR.PLC
LINKAGE ASSURANCEPLC
MUTUAL BENEHTSASSURA.PLC
N.E.M.INSURANCECO.(NIG.,) PLC
NIGERINSURANCECO. PLC.
OASISINSURANCEPLC

r>r*r-<-Tir-c. ACQ1 IRANCFF
RECENCYALLIANGHINDUKAL ui.ru.

SOVEREIGNTRUST INSUR. PLC j
STACOINSURANCEPLC
STANDARDALLIANCEINSUR.PLC
UNICINSURANCEPLC

UNITY KAPITALASSURPLC
UNIVERSALINSURCOY.PLC
NTERCONTINENTALVWAPIANSLRALC

SECTORTOTALS

leasing

C&!LEASINGPLC

SECTORTOTALS

JAPAULOIL& MARITIMESERV.PLC
SECTORTOTALS

pAARCOMMUNICATIONS PLC
SECTORTOTALS
mortgagecompanies

ASO SAVINGSAND LOAND PLC
RESORT SAVINGS & LOANS PLC
UNCONHOVESSAVINS&LOANSAC 3

SECTORTOTALS 4
OTHERFINANCIAL INST.
CRUSADERNIGERIAPLC, S
ROYALEXCHANGE PLC 7
SECTORTOTALS 12
PACKAGING
avoncrowcaps&containerspu 1
nigbagmanufacrjringcoyplc 438
betaglassco.plc 5
nam kni i 1 1
paknigeriaplc
SECTORTOTALS 445
PETROLEUM (MARKETING)
AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC- 146
BECOPETROLEUMPRODUCTF !
MRS OILNIGERIAPLC 6
CONOILPLC 25
ETERNAOIL&GASPLC. 32
mobiloilnigeriaplc
OANDOPLC 11‘;
TOTALNIGERIAPLC
SECTORTOTALS 37018 .
OVERALLTOTALS ’

flourmill
BETAGLAS
jberger
UBA

2,484,575 ',2,497355.00

160,738  125352.60
16,554333 25150032221
121,600 12561500
2346,130 5566341.03
337556 9,130,16355
40374 20154596
86250  1125376.00

1675450 1/0897788:00
4,607,360 1618932954

370000 94424850
596.444 900329.68
966.444 1344578.18
6227 61522.76
361,640 185320.00
740,144 3526,933.77
100,000 50,000.00

7,681,610 818300817
1178000 1.154380.00

344,402.91
1617\’3302,3163 3,604,040.98
515,706  257353.00

2100.000 1,050,000.00
1,625,470 837326.70
1247,940 2,757,100.10
1000 1950000
355,000 177,500.00
4,440,416 2576,16920
4,640,325 2365,94756

27900 1541300
101,000 50.500.00
255,000 163200.00

3542940 1346,620.89
1,183,790 918,78720
274321  338,02983
6,500 22295.00
5772800 2386.400.00
100000 50000.00
20,000 15200.00
7,098837 3,579,112.03
2550000 212920234
1.000 1.050.00
186,962 93.481.00
871,466 813,77120
47300,686 36,290291 -11

956360 j2487,45784
956360 2487,457.84

2711.625 3379364.01
2711.625 3379364.01

1261.700 866.367.94
1261.700 866367.94

0.65 172050 112,39750
050 10360,000 5:180,000.00
087 1184130 107202462

11,717,080 6364,422.12
0.95 «322119 307.119.00
059 528300 311.608.19

850,419 618.727.19
765 1171 8513.17
234 1,078368 242193664
1288 245388 3,167,037.44
6.99 100 665.00

1326,027 5598,15225

a6 230981 11146736200

e e
T S7as 206055215
6.00

7242 68067558
359, 10308 230058730

407833,032 3265,19821451

1.20
0.67
0.49
0.49
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Women warned of make-up bacteria
risk asthe average cosmetics bag Is

found to be four years out of date

THEY might appear inno-
cent components of the female
armoury.

But beware. Those trusty pots
ofeye shadow and tubes oflipstick
can be dangerous.

Beauty products, like food, do
not last forever.

Over time bacteria can infil-
trate them, only to be transferred
on to the face and cause irritation
or even infection.

But the average make-up bag
is a hoarding space for items that
are four years out of date, a study
shows.

And some women hang on to
items for up to 15 years past rec-
ommended use-by dates.

Old mascara wands can breed
bacteria that lead to conjunctivi-
tis, which causes redness, itching
and swelling.

They should not be used
six months after opening - but
women admit to keeping them
for an average of a year.

Expired lipsticks, meanwhile,
can make lips dry, irritated and
blistered.

And dirty brushes are a breed-
ing ground for micro-organisms
that can cause herpes, ringworm
and impetigo, an infectious dis-
ease that results in blisters.

Five years ago rules were
brought in by the European
Union requiring all cosmetics to
carry advice on when they will

But the

average
make-up
bag isa
hoarding
space for
items that
are four
years out
of date,

a study
shows

expire.

Many manufacturers
responded by adding period after
opening’ symbols to packaging
to indicate how many months a
product lasts.

But, according to research
by Debenhams, 89 per cent of
women do not know such infor-
mation exists, cannot understand
it, or simply cannot read the often
tiny writing.

So eyeshadow and blusher,
which tend to have PAOs of 18 to
24 months, are kept foran average
0f 180 months - that’s 15 years.

And lipstick, with a recom-

££According to research by

Debenhams, s s per cent of
women do not know such

information exists

mended life of up to two years
has an average keep-for li/e often.

In addition, 68 per cent of
women say they replace make-up
or skin products only when they
run out, no matter how long that
takes.

A further 72 per cent never
wash make-up sponges or
brushes.

Debenhams has written to

Health Secretary Andy Burnham
to push for further legislation to
cover the safety of consumers.

Spokesman Sara Stern said-
We wouldnt hesitate to chuck |
out mouldy or bacteria-ridden
food - and the same standards 1
should apply to lotions we put on |
our skin.

Beauty is timeless, but unfor-
tunately products are not.”

S

JJust how much
lofaminefield Is

Sgodparenting?

S By Becky Pugh

SAnna Ford accuses Martin Amis ofbeing a negligent eod

arenting60

AHP

e cannot be said for Martin Amis, who has beenaccused 1
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Advice by Dr Aminu Magashi

i lack sexual aBBgiiig-

Please can you explain
what My problem is? | have
not had any urge to have sex-
ual intercourse for over 4 years

now. lonly do it to fulfill mari-
tal obligations.

Maryam

Lack of sexual appetite or
drive (lackoftttw#P) is not unu-
sual in women. Many of the
women have no problems witn
having orgasms. Rather, they
have no real desire to have sex
and their minds are not turned
on by the prospect of love-mak-

>r»gFortunater, formany women

this lack of libido isonly tempo-
rary. Some will get over it by
themselves, and alot more can
be helped by expert medical or
psychosexual advice.

Causes of lack of libido
women? B

As isthe case with men, lack
of desire in women can be of
either physical or psychological
origin.

Some Physical causes

1. Anaemia, which isvery
common in women because of
iron loss during periods.

in-

2. Alcoholism.
3. Drug abuse.
4.

Major diseases such as
Diabetes mellitus

5. Post-baby 'coolness,
a term we have coined for the
loss of libido that often hap-
pens after childbirth. It isalmost
certainly linked to hormonal
changes that occur at this time
The general trauma of childbirth
also plays a part - and after hav-
ing a baby, many women are too
exhausted to think about sex.

6. Prescribed drugs, par-
ticularly tranquillisers.

7. Hyperprolactinaemia
- a rare disorder in which the
pituitary gland isoveractive and
produces more prolactin

8 Other hormone
abnormalities, such as abnor-
malities in the production ot
luteinising hormone (LH) often
cause lack of desire.

Some Psychological causes

These causes are very com-
mon. It's understandable that
when awoman is having a bad
time emotionally, she may lose
interest in sex. '

Psychological causes include.

1. Depression

2 Stress and overwork

3. Anxiety -

4. Hang-ups from child-
hood *

5.

s L.
Past sexual 'abuse or

~6. Serious relationship
problems with her partner

7 Difficult living condi-

tions, eg sharing a home with
parents or parents-in-law.

Far more important to you
is to visit your-family doctor or
sexuality counsellor who will
evaluate your condition in line
with some of the problems
mentioned above. There arent

usually any quick fixes. A high
proportion ofwomen do even-

tually achieve areturnto normal
libido.

Causes_ofllernja_ampng
Children

My second male child who
is about 1year is said to have
Hernia that bulges in to his
Scrotum. We were advised
that he needs to be operated
upon. We are scared.

John

I will explain to you what Her-
nia isbefore providing advice.

A hernia occurs when a sec-
tion of intestine protrudes
through a weakness in the
abdominal muscles. A soft bulge
is seen underneath the skin
Where the hernia ha?occurred.

In children, hernia usually
occurs in one oftwo places.

1 around the belly-but-
ton (Umbilical hernia)

2. in the groin area |
Inquinal hernia)

A hernia can develop in the

Write in confidence to
healthintefactive.wordpress.com or send .textm

89972539 or P.0.Box 14807, Kano, Nigeria

first few months after the baby
is born because of a weakness
in the muscles of the abdomen.
Inguinal and umbilical hernias
happen for slightly different
reasons.

As a male fetus grows and
matures during pregnancy, the
testicles develop in the abdo-
men and then move down into
the scrotum through an area
called the inguinal canal.

Shortly afterthe babyisborn,
the inguinal canal closes, pre-
venting the testicles from mov-
ing back into the abdomen,
this area does not close off com-
pletely, a loop of intestine can
move into the inguinal canal
through the weakened area or
the lower abdominal wall, caus-
ing a hernia.

Hernias occur more often in
children who have one or more
ofthe following riskfactors.

1. a parent or sibling
who had a hernia as an
2 developmental dys-

plasia ofthe hip
3 Undescended testes

4. abnormalities of the

DAILY TRUST Friday, February 26, 2010

urethra
5. inguinal

occur:
6.

hernias

In about one to three
percent of all children.

7. More often in prema-
ture infants.

Why is a hernia a concern

Occasionally, the loop of
intestine that protrudesthrough
a hernia may become stuck,
and is no longer reducible. This
means that the intestinal loop
cannot be gently pushed back
intothe abdominal cavity. When
this happens, that section ofthe
intestine may lose its blood
supply- A good blood supply is
necessary for the intestine to be

healthy and function properly.

What are the symptoms of a
hernia?

1. Hernias usually occur

in newborns, but may not be
noticeable for several weeks or
months after birth.

2. Straining and crying
do not cause hernias; however,
the increased pressure in the
abdomen can make a hernia

more noticeable.

3 inguinal hernias
appear as a bulge or swelling in
the groin or scrotum.The swell-
ing may be more noticeable
when the baby cries, and may
net smaller or go away when
the baby relaxes. If your physi-
cian pushes gently on this bulge
when the child iscalm and lying
down, it will usually get smaller
or go back into the abdomen

Ifthe hernia is not reducible,
then the loop of intestine may
be caughtinthe weakened area
of abdominal muscle. Symp-
tomsthat may be seen when this
happens include the following.

1. a full, round abdomen
2. vomiting

, 3. pain
4

, redness or discolora-
tion ofthe area
5. fever

Symptoms of a hernia may
resemble other conditions or
medical problems.

How are hernias diagnosed?

Hernias can be diagnosed by
a physical examination by your
child's physician. Your child will
be examined to determine if
the hernia is reducible (can be
pushed back into the abdomi-
nal cavity) or not. Your child s
physician may order abdominal
X-rays or ultrasound to examine
the intestine more closely, espe-
cially if the hernia is no longer
reducible.

Treatment for heVnias:

Specific treatment will be
determined by your child sphy-
sician based on the following

1 your child's age, over-
all health, and medical history

2 the type of hernia

3 whether the hernia is
reducible (can be pushed back
into the abdominal cavity) or not

4. your child's tolerance
for specific medications, proce-
dures, or therapies

5 your opinion or prefer-
ence

Inguinal hernia:

An operation is necessary
to treat an inguinal hernia, t
will be surgically repaired fairly
soon after it is discovered, since
the intestine, can become stuck
in the inguinal canal. When this
happens, the blood supply to
the intestine can be cut off, and
the intestine can become dam-
aqed.

Inquinal hernia surgery is
usually performed before this
damage can occur. A hernia
operation is usually a fairly sim-
ple procedure.

Children who have an
inguinal hernia furgicaHy
repaired can often go home the
Same day they have the Opera-

i - ™'
tlonl’here is no cause ¥or a,a'rm,
your child can be operated on.
Good luck
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By Lami Sadiq

Jusllooking at a marriage calendar the
other day, I noticed the couple were eld-
erly and could easily pass for my parents-
they could have been renewing their
\5yows but they weren, the couple had just
gotten married for the first time.
w A CakKlar rea<l “Naomi and James.
We have been like this for 18 years™ The
couple have had 3kids in these years, they
just never bothered to tie the knot; after
all whatsin a piece ofpaper that says ‘we

I was later told the man used to have a
wife and Slnce marrying another woman
will have amounted to bigamy, he rented
an apartment for Naomi and has been liv-
ing a double life until the demise ofhis
first wife which forced him to legalize
his union with Naomi, the calendar wife.

My grandmother often said that
ifyou want aman to marry you, then wis-
dom dictates some measures of playing
hard to get and that specifically includes
avoiding cohabitation as much as possible
Today however, cohabitation is gradually
replacmg marriage. It has become the first
step live ms take and irrespective ofage

d i " ; sion! beliefs’aiot »f

I read somewhere that cohabiting
helps one figure out what it takes to be
married to your partner, so ifthings do
not worfcout breaking up would be easy
as there will be no need to seek legal or
Rntt § thought dwow! 0 BeNEHEHEN"
this arrangement? Definitely not the
woman | must say.

1thought that most women lived with
their boyfriends because they believe it is
acommitment ofsome sort, or aprelude
to marriage; they do not for once think
that most men regard it more as a sexual
opportunity without the ties ofalong-
term commitment.

« 1keep recalling an American psycholo
gistand TV host, Dr Philsresponse to a
woman who complained that her live-in
boy friend of Syears and father ofher 2
fads had refused to legalize their union.
Dr PhJ looked sternly into the womans
eyes and asked, Why buy the cow when
you can get the milk for free?”

[EaH18R, §né 10dikelied HEIEthBRGH VA -

crazy and boldly said ifshe didnt live with
aman for a certain period oftime then she
definitely couldnt marry him. “How am

I supposed to know ifeverything isin its
n? Pjfce °rheisman enough?” Lizzy
asked But does that necessarily solve the
problem? | pondered. May be in some
ways as Lizzy asserted, such as whether

bo h partiesgre sexually productive or
not. But on the other hand, for awoman
who hopes to leap into marriage from this
arrangement, it only tells the man and

his relatives how lose or desperate she is
(except in certain situations where cus-
toms apply).

IR TR Seste g SAORT G RRS AR ETeRD-
ing;into the African way oflife and crip
pling its values. Sofi Adams an Industrial
Attachment staffwith a bank in Abuja said

she used to visit her boy friend in Lagos

nd spend the weekend with him “He
didnt actually ask me to move in because
we lived far apart but he used to send

The arrangement worked well as Sofi
and her boy friend planned to get married

Sa*'ﬁelbbuI h% ms\é\@(w Q)rlréérﬂrg}e'{)herﬂy

and low and behold! She saw his wedding
pictures posted on his face book wall. “He
only told me he was travelling out ofthe
country for a few weeks so | wasnt sur-
prised when i couldnt reach him on his

Sofi learnt a few weeks after the wed-

m gtbat her boyfriend’s family didnt
approve of their living arrangements, so
thought her unworthy. “His sisters were
nice to me whenever | visited for the week-
end so | never thought his family disap-
proved of our arrangement which led him
into marrying without my knowledge.”

THE HOME FROm t

. While religion and some customs may
disapprove ofprenuptial living arrange-

ments some traditions actually encourage
tvnfT 1° ascertain the fruitful capabil-
ity oftne woman coming into the fanﬁ)l?y.
In fact, some extended families insist the
woman gets pregnant for the son ofthe
soil before she is welcomed into the fam-

a,, FKII?W1134in myPlace, its prefer-

. 5 N
Eﬁé actual W\é\gdllﬁla stg gsegg asqcnearl&tlr?? ore

cS z, orno™ m*“Idle

. Ai@ d!'nSto him, most girls might
have had abortions during their univer-
sity days and won't tell their partners until
tenf ~ ™arned- Thatiswhen the doctor
tells you that your wife can not get preg-
nant or that it is dangerous for her to get
pregnant due to the numerous abortions
she underwent in the past” he explained.
., . ,ate Usigbe is a corps member who
thinks living with a boyfriend is very
economical. “l did itwhen | wasin UNN
(University OfNigeria Nsuka) and ifmy
presentboyfriendhad been in this town |
wouldnt have had accommodation prob-
lems for he will gladly ask me to stay with

him”

Kate, who now serves in Abuja said
there isnothing wrong in two lovers hav-
k! atte™PT ar>' llvIn8 arrangement before
they tie the knot. She believes it is the
modern form of courtship. “You cannot
know ifthe two ofyou are compatible by
just seeing each other, and asking ofhis/
her likes and dislikes. You have to live with
the person to know if he snores or is a slob,

rifhe is really the neat guy he may have
portrayed himselfto be, he may lie to you
aboyt-this vital information and you will
never know the truth ifyou dont live with

In cases where the couple decide to
part ways due to incompatibility issues,
the woman may be more at the receiving
end as society frowns at her and sees her
action as merely cheap and sacrilegious
while the man easily substitutes her for a
more decent’girl to marry. According to
Jibnn Sanusi he will never marry someone
who has probably lived with 3 other men

1 o 1 >' H i
Whatifyou fjin oﬁ?gpryrltthnglzﬁ(r)llrgﬁr\]/t-s
ing together experiment that you two are
not compatible? To me it is the lady that

UerTAST SR Pt

Gloria Amos believes that once in a
%8 spend som%a?i\rrlilgttghgeelt%g%fjrtl%(r)ltda t&l/m
disapproves oflive ins. “Visit for week-
ends, yes. Butnot moving makes the
arrangement more permanent. You don't
have to live with him, but you can sleep
over once m awhile. That will help you
determine whatever you wish to deter-
mine .

Gloria added that most girls are
trapped in amarriage today due to their
failure to determine the competence
oftheir husbands prior to marriage “I
,%e man1r beforeé Qu Iea? because i_f

e man turns out to be impotent you will
. 80" °fthe marriage or go into
infidelity” she said.

Ibrahim Adarasees  difference
between alive in and giris who stay week-
ends at a boyfriends’ apartment. “What is

with RE O RETd BER MRS LLRENH R
miss B who lives with him seven days a
week. Most girls fall under miss B cate-
gory and | don't see the difference between

Ibrahim confessed how most men-
espeaally bachelors are merely looking for
help with the house chores, the cooking
and specifically someone to warm their'
beds at night without commitment. “They
keep them and make them go through
abortions and eventually keep her as a

Ao nX " Lifehe8* saf,erayounswife
I have heard that living together
decreases the chances of divorce as the
couple must have known each other well
enough and possibly learnt to accommo-
date and tolerate one another during their

RSTHHTK theFeeidg e R KA TR R 800
prenuptial cohabitation and having a suc-
cessful marriage. Ifthat is the case why
the high rate of divorce in the so called
civilized world?
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Trendy trenches

By AkorOjoma

HE trench also called
trench coat is back on
trend though lately
it has had a bit of a

makeover. It has been rede-

signed severally since its inven-
tion almost a century ago but,
for the most part, has kept its
classic look. Bright colours and
fancy string have made it more
attractive] ‘ While the trench
is still somewhat popular for
. menJ'’K"ias become very stylish
for women.

This season, the trench
comes in a variety of styles,
materials, and colours. Rather
than choosing just one for your
wardrobe especially with the
rainy season at the corner, you
may want to choose avariety of
inexpensive ones for different
occasions.

More so, the variety of tex-
tures, colours, and lengths rein-
force the need to purchase more
than one for the season. One
trendy, but still conservative
enough for office use, one styl-
ish for anight or an evening out
and one forwarmer days. In fact
you have alotto choose from to
give you that unique and versa-
tile look.

Some fashion experts are ot
the view that the coolest way to
wear the trench is short - on
the knee or above —and casu-
ally. That means open rather
than belted, and with the sleeves
pushed up.

V2
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[ Thegreat sleep myth: [tisn't

(true we need less as we get older
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irbrushed pictures of m odels

A eadmg mental health body has
called for warning symbols to accom-
pany airbrushed pictures of models

disorders” 6810 hdp C mbat eatin8

The Royal College of Psychia-
trists said a kite mark on digitally
enhanced photographs would raise
awareness ofhow often such manip-
ulation takes place and help stop peo-
ple trying to achieve ‘unattainable
physical perfection’

The college urged the next Gov-
ernment to set up a forum, made up
of politicians, experts, and represent
atives from the media and advertis-

, for the development ofan edito-
na ‘ethical code.

Consultant psychiatrist Dr Adri-
enne Key, of the college’ eating dis-
orders section, said the media must

e s opped from glamorising’exces-

ave arestful night, according to a new study

are harm

sive weight-foss and adding to »

hological and social pressures faced by
young people.

She said: ‘What we need to do is
rajse peoples awareness of what they
are looking at A lot of people have no
idea how much manipulation goes on.’

She said there was mounting evi-

E'Heé‘ heve}opmeme(ﬁ) I@aﬁiﬁ@%f%fﬂ@r@

people A ado,escents and young

And she added: ‘The aims of the
forum should be to collaboratively
develop an ethical editorial code that
realistically addresses the damaging
portrayal of eating disorders, raise!
awareness of unrealistic visual imagery
created through airbrushing and dig-
tne skewed and errondegussoc%dn 5?1 &
magazines.

ing ¢

h ildren

ral/T f Callfor Action>the college also
called for mass meg}a fole modelcsJ "with

diverse yeights, Hes and F
un erwelg els

an on the use 0
Iturged the media to stop publlshlng

fies forh artiCICS tar8eting celebri

Susan Ringwood, chiefexecutive of
beat, a charity combatin”eating dis-
orders, said: We welcome this call to

SSE*™

anH«h| medla *S3 Powerful influence
and we knowhow vulnerable some peo-

ple at risk of eating disorders can be to
its visual images in particular
don i? knT mere iSm°re that can be

at influence a Positive
one and adop ing the recommenda-

tions of the colleges statement would
be an important step.’
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Sign Language

ESH

WRNNG

~ StTmBm.
THS ISAFFDARACG-THENORTHAILANTIC
TREATY QFGANATIONNAIQ TISHOURD

UNAUTHIHADFERIONS
ARESTRCILY FRCHEDADMITTANE

Good spelling RESTRICTED by NATO
Photo location: NATO installation, Iceland, by M arissaTabbada
Culled from telegraph.co.uk

O W N E R
FORSALE

SAHIBINDEN SATIUK ~5° 3

0 5 3 2 6 7 4 8 0 6 6

This is self sacrifice
Photo location: AtlantaJurkey, by Robert Ellis
Culled from telegraph.co.uk
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SUDOKU

The Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9x9 square grid
made up of smaller 3x3 square grids (regions).The
numbers already present within the puzzle are
"aiven"-these are there to start you off.The aim is
to complete the puzzle by filling the em pty cells.
Every digit from 1-9 needs to fit in each row, col-
umn and region of 9 squares. Each row, column
and region mustcontain justone instance ot each
number, 1-9.

95

Solution to Sudoku s 4

5 1 9 8 2 3 4 6
9 4 7 1 8 5 2
8 6 5 3 7 9 1
7 6 2 4 5 9 1 3

9 5 4 3 1 6 2 8 7
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I%}eneral ISSUES'hands
to Argentina

.Wedidn't lose ... livesto walk away now

U~~cretaTy-G”ne”a”Ban Kf-mo'*n

New York Wednesday

rgentina ramped up
the diplomatic row
over the Falkland
Islands Wednesday

UM gecretargl? etngrrzialg?ﬁ?g %HS
affair.

Ban Ki-moon met the coun-
trys foreign minister, Jorge
aiana, as Argentina prepared to
table a UN resolution condemn-
ing plans for Britain to drill for oil
60 miles north ofthe islands.

British diplomats were pre-
dicting the UN boss would offer
to help mediate any discussions -a
move they expected the Argentin-
ians to exploit for publicity.

Itprompted a furious response

from campaign groups and politi
cians helnll)nag ?lnrk*p P ,

General Sir Peter de la Bil-
iere, a former UK commander
who is vice president of the Falk-
land Islands Association, issued a
hands-off’warning to Argentina.

"e said the country would

suffer the most unbear-

H_ « able losses’ if it followed

up the diplomatic skirmishes with
militarf action.

Sir Peter said: We have dem-
onstrated our intention to fulfil
the islanders wishes and support
them ifthey are threatened.

‘| can see no reason orjustifica-
tion or political will in the UK to
do anything other than that.

‘We did not lay down 255 lives
just to give up and walk out a few
years later.’

é]_\/l,fl!SIerOJ Ar®entina' wi*ll

on (ieft) at UN headquarters in

The Government was under
pressure last night to take a
tougher line, as diplomats tried to
brush the crisis under the carpet.

Argentina has already secured
aresolution from 32 South Ameri-
can states at a Latin American
conference endorsing its claim to
sovereignty ofthe islands, which
were ceded to Britain in 1833.

Wednesday night Argentinas
Foreign Minister Jorge Taiana
claimed to have secured UN Sec-
retary-General Ban Ki-Moon}
support after the two men met in
New York.

Mr Taiana claimed the UN
chief was not happy to learn of

GENERAL Sir Peter de la Bil-
iiere warned Argentina would
suffer the 'most unbearable
losses' if it followed up the
diplomatic_skirmishes with
military action

ANGER, The Union Flag is burned at a protestin Buenos Aires

renewed tensions with Britain
over itsplans to drill for oil offthe
Falkland Islands.

The foreign minister also
claimed the Secretary-General
was willing to continue his good
offices mission to help resolve the
long-running dispute between
the UK and Argentina over sov-
ereignty.

A senior Government source
said: ‘We fully anticipate that the
Argentine government will try to
cast their meeting with Ban Ki-
moon in terms of the Secretary-
General supporting their cause.

Were relaxed about it. Hes
very reasonable. He sees both
sides of it as he has to do.’

British diplomats initially
adopted a stance of calculated
indifference about the latest sabre
rattling, which coincides with
Argentinian elections.

‘The Argentinians will try to
cause trouble, but it is a presen-
tational device not a substantial
effort, one official said.

t another conceded that
[ Jlomats would be happier
R rgentina adopted a less
titude’
wwednesday night, diplomats
Werc: j anticipating  Argentina
would table a resolution expected
to be passed by a simple majority
in the General Assembly. How-

\%
ever, any such decision would be
non-binding.

Privately British officials are
withering about the priorities
of the Argentine government -
pointing out that the discovery
of oil in Falkland Islands’ waters
ought to have prompted the
regime in Buenos Aires to drill in
its own waters rather than renew
its claims to the islands.

Tory MP Malcolm Moss, who
sits on the Foreign Affairs Select
Committee, said: ‘In true Foreign
Office style they seem to be keep-
ing their heads down. There cant
he any international challenge
about the validity of the Falkland
Islands’ constitutional status.’
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The Nazis took our gold,
they should at least thank us

DAILY TRUST FriceV February 2612010!

Greek PM's attack on Germany over debt crisis

reece has launched an extraordinary

‘The quality
attack on Germany over its debt cn

thaUt had
N betterinthe 1980swhen Jacques Delorsheaded

sis, accusing the nation of failing Furopean Commission and Helmut Kohl, Fran-
offer compensation for the economic

Mitterrand and Margaret Thatcher were in
impact of the Nazi occupation. nower in Germany, France and Britain.
tion Dagutrepkien dtrdcdsteniyreshis aegReargaloswaid  p p N, testtggAsat GermastredonesasGueece
war"Jysed byasecond general strike n

S tge R’ N Nseldndfyn desladghteted thod-

> ! we*  Uceflred te,, gas at demonstrators:
Sca?]gSQﬁO%tft{OG\/S—S—S-y ofThe European Union

« «¥ikdénce erupted as protesters hurled rocks and
t il it
8 R%Ilhzlan%%hor Angela Merkel has so fa.*deflected

Greek, pined the

,h'Branou,ragedM tP*usl»h«dh,cS 3

I S saytheyhavetogiveb a c k T h e neC~
essarily but they have at least to say thanks”

‘And they shouldnt complain so much about
stealing and not being very specific about economic

capital was adorned with posters and flyers
calling on Greeks to strike to the slogan P

rs “4“ s S ™ Ka,,dAWs
deaMore tha$h 300,000 Greek civilians died from

starvation dqring Nazi occupation, while thousand

1
I - .X'S. SSZ
S_LL S S S a S | r )y neSC pro«s.” ?main complaints are agamst,

ATherUIMskedG trecrto'e”™ " "mpotrthat

f* ego«“ ment'saus-
banks that may have anoweu u w & )
debt ang deficit from aythoriges gheag\gfitsentry ~Cirifservant Michalls Korileos, 36, said he was
Hpkam & akmeatthenan se Bibensséodmsae money ang,
mtVutMrPangalos said Italy did more than Greece

to maskthe state of its finances to secure euro zone

we r e ' ¢c u n m g >have
entrv. Greece must prove to Brussels by mid-March
that it can meetits ambitious targets to cut the budget
shairtfall by 4 per cent of gross domestie productth thatcanturnv i o | e n t A
year to 8.7 per cent.

Rave reached this point if there had been stronger

"S S K AS iISSS Gr*nUglveth,
leadership within the EU.

the debt-ridden nation

SO WHAT DID HAPPEN TO
GREECE DURING THE WAR?

Everyyearon October 28, GretksctlehrateQ liiJryAAAAN A

Gree* “ prime minister loannis Metaxas is said to have

Germanyto intervene on its fas«stally
S § S E

rapia Blitzkrieg operation.
oo S

Nazis
fa S T - U in a
Germany, ltaly, and
.rar,Sitfs,Cerum en, installed hy the

R "wop

inVT h«"«ri.d broughtaboutterrible hardships for the civilian

AN a X s s s s s s s ts s

iswhat Greece iscomplainmgoftoday” _ requisitioned,
Aswellas raw materials”"foodstuffs being n

q
the collaborationistgovenM ~l1foi” Reich.

theA uE am e timed " e k Resistance, one ofthe most effective

resistance movements in

£ £ against

i coMh

striking over wage cuts.

rfS T fe

rival partisans.
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young mother was
thrown offabus and
accused of indent
exposure after
breastfeeding her
hungry six-week-old daughter.

Amy Wootten was travelling
home with Emilywhen the driver
threatened to call the police if she
didnt get offat the next stop.

The . 25-year-old was left
‘humiliated” after being forced
out into the rain with her baby and
made to pay for a taxi to complete
her journey.

She was ordered offthe Bris-
tolTyrst bus after the driver said a
complaint had been made on the
3usy 4.30pm route.

v Ms Wootten, who was on her

wayhome to Stockport from'Bris-
tol city centre on Tuesday when
the incident happened, said: ‘“The
bus driver told me someone had
said |1 was indecently exposing
myselfand said stop or get off my
bus.

It was like he was suggesting |
was doing horrendous things. But
I was being quite discreet about it.

I couldnt believe it. |
explained that | was only feeding
my baby and not exposing myself
and the driver said “can you get off
my bus please”.

‘We were told to get off the
bus, in the rain, at astop withouta
shelter and I was still a 20-minute
bus ride away and couldnt have
walked home.

‘| felt completely and utterly
humiliated because it was a
packed bus.’

Miss Wootten, who relies on
bus travel as she cannot drive,
said no passenger raised concerns
directly with her.

It comes

national cam-
paign encour-

to breastfeed
because of
the protec-,
tive effects
on them and

An initiative in'
Bristol sees res-
taurants, cafes
and other pub-
lic places sign-

ing up to show
they welcome

mums

.JSIiSS
tm m m i
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-------- iy wuonen
breastfeeding Emily

‘If 1 hadnt fed her, Emily
would have screamed and we
would probably have had more
complaints from people on the
bus,’she said.

‘I was showing a tiny bit of
breast, but is it any different to
showing your arm or your foot?

I was absolutely horrified but
more cross for my baby girl.’

The learning support assist-
ant said she has breastfed Emily
on buses before and although
another passenger had made a

_MANYw,mmar,, ,i,|findln9,hem”

was asked to leave the bus for

comment there had been no reac-
tion from the driver.

It comes despite a national
campaign encouraging mums to

' breastfeed because of the pro-

tective effects on them and their
children.

An initiative in Bristol sees
restaurants, cafes and other pub-
lic places signing up to show they
welcome breastfeeding mums.

It was also the first city in
the country to complete /one of
the stages for the Unicef Baby

vesonthewron9end<)(h<|Milit>|fihmh_

Breastfeeding
mother thrown
off bus for
'Indecent
exposure’

Friendly award.

After complaining to First,
Miss Wootten received an apol-
ogy and was sent flowers and gift
vouchers.

She said: ‘1 would like them to
have a bit oftact and compassion.

I have really struggled breast-
feeding Emily and had so many
problems but was determined to
do the right thing for her.

1t just makes you really reluc-
tant to feed in public.

Emily is my first baby and itis
only in the last two weeks | have
had the confidence to feed her
in public rather than sitting in a
feeding room.’

First spokesman Karen Baxter
said drivers would be given guid-
ance to prevent similar incidents
happening.

he said: ‘We are aware ofthe
SiTncident that occurred on
uesday evening and have
already expressed our sincere
apologies to Miss Wootten for
the distress caused as a result ofit.
‘We have launched an inves-

AN AN

in public.

tigation into exactly what hap-
pened.

As a company we accept that
breastfeeding mothers have the
right to feed their children when
they are hungry, and understand
that from time to time it may be
necessary to do this while travel-
ling on the bus.

‘We have already taken steps
to ensure that this message is
communicated to all our staff, so
that similar issues do not arise in
future.”

The breastfeeding develop-
ment manager for NHS Bristol,
Nicki Symes, said: ‘There are
about 200 venues around the city
that welcome breastfeeding.

‘We have not approached
transport providers as part ofthe
scheme but it somethingwe will
need to do.

‘I feel vefy sorry for this
mother, as we support a womans
right to breast-feed in public.

‘It is really disappointing that
this has happened and | would be
happy to speak to the bus com-
pany about their policy.’
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Zamfcira solid mineralsfactory gulps Nsbn

From Sadeeq Aliyu, Gusau

S — S ”*
lished by Zamfara State Government last year
flastorfinienced tést funnMg of it§ machingF:
ies to ascertain its operational ability.
Governor Mahmud Aliyu Shinkafi who
stated this while answering questions from

HSWEH%SH; gaid the all installations ofﬁl&g rﬁ%?/v

from oil.

“'"He'said'the factory was a joint partner-- The governor said eight buying p

ship with a Chinese fim which contributed

Hearing egins on destruction offarmi

property destroyed.
From Adelanwa Bamgboye
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a n Alternative Dispute Rerfurion " W “ ; A "d‘Ofthe Ugos State ™ ze™*

written byKaseluElekr farmers andUand aggne” onde[ a peaceful

ASring”ep.lghtsnftheco”

The farmers through their lawyer, K y economic crops amongst

& ™hbtt

m aichitnprissaoemtimyasall 3hilisma hinsth e
Mate government contributed N Ijbdlionm

found in Zamfara as the state is blessed with

w huvine points of

solid

,t0 8

provimrgr A A

plySilraw materi-
al5fotptocessing,addingthatthntytraler»of

fae processed are iron

and contribution to the national economy.

Friday, February 26,2010 j

property@dailytrust.com

HOTLINE: 07041632079

Iskeytodevt

abo». 16 million housing deficit

ﬁSAT:SS s s IS 1 s s r
*

for MDGs
projects in

From Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

THE Millennium Development
Goals office in Niger state
has received N1.9 billion for
development  projects  the
Director General Alhaji Hassan
Nuhu has said.

He said the project, which
is to be executed in different
phases across the state, was
counter funded by*the federal
government and the state
lovernment. The stkte paid N1
billion in excess ofthe fifty-fifty
arrangement.

He said this at a press
conference yesterday in Minna
where he disclosed that the
projects are to alleviate the
infrastructural facilities for
people in the state.

Speaking on water supply,
Nuhu said that the state
government has earmarked
52b- water across the state for
rehabilitation adding that the
sum of N 185 million has been set
aside to take care of the project.

He also mentioned that a
total of eleven water works
will undergo comprehensive
reinvigoration process at the

powered boreholes and another

75 hand pumps for the 25 local
government areas of the state.

and

wood (meant for railway sleepers), bam-
boo and sugar cane.
'>0°Accordhig totheir lawyer, the commu-
nity had been on the farmland over four
hundred years ago and used the
land for farmin%, dwelling and hunti g
ground He saidthe people ofthe comm -
Sw enjoyed the tranquility ot their com-
Er%%iﬁ%gm” sametime in 2006 w h en(?omﬁ
peratingunderthenameandsty
of “Adiva” in the company of a few whit
men and about 180 well armed P« '«men
invaded their property and brought bull

dozers thereafter to destroy the front part
of the property and started constructing a
wall fence thereafter.

According to the aggrieved farm
ers complaints were made to the police
authorities and by the time the Pollce™ en
were withdrawn from the propel
ing about 224 hectares of land, they d
covered that all their crops, plantations,
Shrines places of hunting and abode have

adjourned til
March 2 for continuation of hearing.
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NAFhanger
projectfor

completion Sept

From Mustafa Abubakar, llorin

THE new Commander, 227 Wing,
Nigerian Air Force (NAF), llorin,
Air Commodore Peter Gbujie, has
disclosed that the Ilorin Multi-
millibn naira Aircraft Mainte-
nance Hanger ofthe Nigerian Air

N”orce project will take offin the
next two weeks and be completed
in six months.

The new Commander, dis-
closed this while discussing news-
men yesterday on acourtesy call to
Governor Bukola Saraki of Kwara
State in his office at the Govern-
ment House, llorin.

The new Air Force Com-
mander, who resumed duty in the
State about a month ago, told the
Governor that the 227 NAF wing
had given all necessary supportto
ensure the commencement ofthe
hanger project. Air Commodore
Gbujie thanked Dr. Saraki for his
unalloyed supportto the 227 NAF
wing, which he said, now has an
array of activities after the wing
came out strong from comatose
some years back. Responding,
the State Governor, Dr. Bukola
Saraki assured the commander of
government continuous support
and cooperation to enhance the
operation ofthe unit.

Dr Saraki expressed delight
that the hanger project will take
offsoon and completed inarecord
time.

DAILY TRUST

From HirJoseph, Lafia

RELIEF has come the way of the people of
settlements along the accident-prone Keffi-
Akwanga Road as the "Federal Ministry of
Works, Housing and Urban Development has
approved the construction of speed breakers
to control speeding vehicles against avoidable
accidents.

Daily Trust observed, last week, men of
Kokona Local Government Council working
on the speed breakers at Garaku and Sabon

47]
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Gida, with men of the Federal Road Safety
Commission (FRSC) supervising. A visit, yes-
terday to thoSe settlements showed that work
had completed.

Council chairman, Alhaji Basiru Abubakar
Sharubutu confirmed the council got the
approval of the federal ministry to construct
the speed breakers at Garaku and Sabon Gida,
although he refused to say more on the project.

Daily Triist recalls that the road at the
point of Garaku and Sabon Gida has been a
nightmare because of speeding vehicles. Only

recently, violent youths - in hundreds, who
took to riot to protest the killing ofone oftheir
kinsman by ahitand run driver at Garaku, held
up traffic on the federal highway, forcing the
minister for information, Dora Akyunyili and
the NTA Director General, Usman Magawata,
to break their journey.

The convoy carrying the two high profile
perset alities, among other travelers along the
ever bi sy road, was held up for hours before
truckloads ofarmed riot policemen forced the
rioters away and removed the barricades.

Taraba State

Taraba's tourism devt efforts

ByShehu Abubakar

TARABA state has concluded
plans to develop some identified
tourism potentials in the state with
a view to attracting foreign and
local investors aswell as to develop
the state. As a way of attracting
visitors to the state, the state gov-
ernment is set to commence the
construction of hotels at strategic
towns in the state, develop and
enlarge the Nwonyo annual fes-
tival in Ibbi to an international
fishing festival and develop other
tourists’attraction centres to inter-
national standard, Chairman of
the state tourism board, Professor
bubak r d said.

Professor Abubakar told Daily
Trust in an exclusive interview

that Taraba state has a lot of tour-
ism potentials that could not be
explored due to neglect ofthe sec-
tor by successive -administrations
in the state. He however, com-
mended the present administra-
tion in the state for making efforts
to explore the toufism potentials
in the state which he said will not
only put Taraba state in the right
position but will also serve as a
means of generating revenue for
the state.

“This is the first time that a
tourism board isbeing established
for the state. The board was estab-
lished by the present administra

tion of Governor Danbaba Suntai
and i am the pioneer Chairman
of the board. That can tell you
the extent of neglect tourism has
suffered under past administra-
tions in the state. So, we have been
busy trying to make sure that the
ground work for the development
oftourism in the state is embarked
upon. We have a committee that is
working on the potentials oftour-
ism in the state. Early last year
(2009), we had the Nwonyo festi-
val in Ibbi which for the first time,
was publicised nationally.
“During that festival, we had
a catch of 211 kilograms of fish.
These are some of the areas we

ale Wweiking tewards impreving
as part of our tourism potentials

in the state. We have selected four
local governments where govern-
mentwill putin alot ofenergy and
resources to provide modern facil-
ities for tourists’ attractions. lbbi,
Jalingo, Gashaka and Sardauna
local governments were the areas
we selected for the pilot scheme on
tourism development in the state.
We selected Gashaka because of
the game reserve. There isa federal
game reserve that is located there.
We selected Sardauna because of
the Plateau. There is a conducive
place there for people to go and
enjoy themselves.

“The Rest House there is being
renovated so that wg gpuld gg;

a good place for people to relax
when they come. In Jalingo, we are
goingtowork on apark. Weintend
to enlarge it and provide mod-

GOV. Suntai

ern recreational facility. We also
intend to build a five-star hotel
for people when they come. We
selected Ibbi because it provides
a place for an international fish-
ing festival. We hope to provide
sporting facility like a golfcourse
and build a 3-star hotel there. We
noted that on the day of the fish-
ing festival in Ibbi, people had to
drive from Jalingo, Jos, Makurdi
and other parts of the country to

Ibbi and depart almost immedi-
ately because there was no befit-
ting hotel for guest in the area,”
he said.

Professor Abubakar said the
state may likely involve the pri-
vate sector in the development
oftourism in the state because of
the huge sums involved. He said
though the state has concluded
the study on the tourism devel-
opment in the state, the entire
project is still on the drawing
board as funds for its execution
is yet to be appropriated. He said
for the state governmentto be able
to attract private investors into the
tourism sector ofthe state, efforts
must be done to ensure that some
tourism related projects are putin
place to show governments seri-
ousness and commitment.

On the poor road condition in
the state, Prof Abubakar said the
federal government own roads
in the state are in bad shape even
though the Jalingo to Makurdi and
Jalingo to Jos raods are in good
condition. He said the Jalingo to
Gashaka road road which is also
afederal road isin terrible state of
disrepair. He said effort is being
made by the state government to
attract the federal government to
repair all the federal roads leading
to the state as a way of attracting
tBUFISES 18 the state.

“The airport in Jalingo is
about to be completed. When
completed, the airport will assist
immensely in the area of tour-
ism because it will serve as avery
conducive means of travelling to
the state for those that can afford
it. Taraba has all that it takes to
attract'tourists but for the seri-
ous neglect that sector suffered
from successive administra-
tions. Now that we are trying to
do what has not been done in the
area of tourism all these years, i
assure you that Taraba will soon
take its rightful position in the
area of tourism in the country.
Another advantage the state has
is the peaceful nature of the state
and the rich cultural heritage of
the people.

Taraba is one of the very few
states in this country where you
have people from different reli-
gious, ethnic and cultural back-
ground without any complaint.
We do not have record of any
form ofcrisis in Taraba despite the
numerous tribes and divergent
religious believe of the people.
We also have different weather in
the state at atime. When you go to
Gembu for example, the weather
there at any given time is entirely
different from the weather at
Jalingo. The state is a place any-
body would like to visitand relax,”
he said.
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fQuaiffederal roads InKano
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From Jaafar Jaafar the Northwest Zonal Direc or Garba partiQlarly called  "wolvins a ,
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of federal .« s to reduce the alarming
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FG tasks contractors on

S/Eastroads

ByNasir Imam

THE Minister of W orks.Housing”®"*T"ntLtors

Dr Hassan Muhammad Lawal,
handling federal road p~ects m

the South East geopolitical zone 10

inspecting federal road projects m

He said this would
the current dry season or
Dr. Lawal lamented that t
Owerri road in Abiaand1
resources over too many'pr J
result that his pace ofw°*™ g
warned that ifthe curre
by the contractor, thecmse”
irom NOw,will affectth y
Meanwhile, the schemed »

Ebonyi State by the Minister

; »
munal clashes in Ezillo, Ishielu.

From Hir Joseph, lddis>

Alhaji Shamsudeen Abubakar
is a development stakeholder
Nasarawa State. In M s interview
with Daily Trust, he threw more
Hyht on the ongoing rehabihta-
tion of urban roads in the ancient
TownofKeffi,*eo*SomSJ rkon
Akwanga-Lafia Road and other
projects awarded by f

try of Works, Housing and Urban
Development, concluding that the
minister, Dr. Hassan Mohammad
Lawal who hailsfromthestatehas

avision whi o leader ofthe state
has ever

K ergoingaggres-
sive urban renewal w.th
n .
tion of wadhabnvas Aiffieuitiio
know Whose project it is until
you rosewith some ~formation
sometime ago that the Min-
ister of Works, Housing
Urban pevelepment, Dr. Has
san Mehammed Lawalactualy
initiated the project. Asacliose
associate of the minister, can
you throw more light on t o
talking about the scope of the
£ £ £, why Keffi

no, any
other place?

sterisa

r~tr:r=y“d

'in a very suattgic po®mn w *
,he opportunity m

t

& a result fthe obstruction

Enugu States m

more men and
r

to optimize

“~Nconstruction work,
§tractor handUng theAJfT
had overly stretched his

at the same time, with the .
a taWy too slow. He
son Was not hilly utilized
rains within a few months
etion date for the project

b road projects in
oic A JUrban

«" “ kotcom'

state. [t hasbeen Ris dream that if
heeffivishtimsséfiviihtbieeappor -

dih”~bestto achieveit. It
dream that propelled him
initiafe the project
habilitate and strengthen
qus curves along
Lafiar - .« Which have
| raanyli»e t T histoge-
could not be strength-
gned for the past many decades
. the SUOCessive government.
B*t when he came on board, he
d

ft
to”
k

A "

idedthathisdream to endthe

htmare on that road mustbe
ng”"

cIoJe associate me L :
dent Olusegun Obasanjo, yet
he could noTusé'KPSaHRenkst
to influence a project to enrbtdd
nightmare on that busy roads
But Dr. Lawal wagAabl%i_tc.brlng
is project - to Praf\-tw\alﬁv 0
dowoven o kskaesdsetioedisco
leagues at the Federal Executive
~ g ™ u>seg reason to approve

for ~ ct so that
his m n AN

N 8 nightmare which
throughn A~

on that road, so that his peope

stone ,he hi,0,y of
the roads sub sector ofoorcoun-
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Lawal's devt effortsin Nasarawa commendable. . Mdulbakar

M jHHT

SUDEEN Abubakar
SHAMJ.U

Secondly,l wantto saythatthe

oad linking Abaji to Nasarawa
own isbeing worked on because
e minister ensured that m
difficulties being faced by Nige-
rians on that road end. Also
Sasarawa-Loko Road which has
caused many accidents becaus
A the deteriorating nature, aft
abandoned for more than

ears due to lack of fund
e | imdster Was abhé tto seee

. were made avall-
to tth » & on that
ab is on going
mJ°B Also, the deteno-
on Ub Qbi Road> another
° d whieh has gone

bad ~ ~

past 10 years

«h enta naf » N

“ Mcheoostitll,edaseriousprob-

%l-;.:;.  'id

( ntre) flanKea oy iwxe*

because Efloo atthat. oint,é1 S
aiiFacled fegera) alteRtion and by
God 5 graee, very soon, the preject
to rehabilitate that road will soon
commence.

Also in the area of rehabilita
tion of urban roads, the minister
has thrown his weight to see that
Keffi which your questlo” IsPah
ticular on gets good roads through
massive reh.biton™ Bu. .he
minister is not going~ o p a't
the rehabilitation of Keffi roads,
which by God’ grace, has a ready
been completed. Work will soon
commence on the metropolis of
tafia the state capital, courtesy
of our_son, the minister who is
not going to bed until he the state
of roads to the entire country is
imiproveai@n. The minister wants
1N at FEC to impact on
his P Ws transforma-
Nigen $n A his
Nasarawa, his own state which has

d federal presence
n " m impact this time,
to also get

n
He will gertainly leave a legacy
because W8H§§Y

wWrhagdd oW tMinle infermed
the minister’s decision to move

into Nasarawa town"
projects when he shoutd have

concern_himself with federal
roads? There is a State govern-

m,m inpi.«.gs there are LOcal

h ris z s z & z

sip,i,«ytlv; failed the people
of Nasarawa State. They are not

doing anything to transform the
state and you must have seen
that from them that they have no
intension of rehabilitating e
roads, may be because of their
ineptitude and lacko f - ~
because of corruption. But the
Honourable Minister is a pro-
sressive like | said earher, and rt
wornedhm that Nasarawa urban
centres have no good roads. Now
let me throw light on thisprojec
so that Nigerians dont start
thinking the minister is robbing
Peter to pay Paul. Thatis notto
case With the project. There is a
provision under the Millennium
Development Goals (MD s) or
urban rehabilitation. There are
funds for that purpose through
MDGs. Successive governments
may not have used that provi-
sion judiciously, but °n a "
ins office as a minister, Dr. Lawal
decided that the funds must
be applied to the latter. Let me
inform you; for the past 30 years,
Keffihas not seen g°od roads we
have experienced a lot of hard
ship despite having produced
a governor for eight years. We
have roads that are completely
impassable. It is amazing that

CapitalTerritory (FCT) and Keffi
which has all ittake to be amodel
urban centre in the country has
been abgn onﬁd to the hands;o
neglect by both the state and toe
local governments, So for us. in
Keffi %he mqmster’s |Sntervent|0n
came timely and we apprecia e
him for that.
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Congratulations

Alhaji Sani Lulu Abdullahi Shaking hands with Alhaji Bamaga Tukur
at the Award Presentation Ceremony in France

LULU HAS COME ALONG WAY*

Team Manager, Pioneers FC/ FCDA F.C. of Abuja 1981- 1983
Board Member & Chairman FCT FA
: : 1983-1988
2nd & Later 1st Vice Chairman NFA
_ _ 1999-2002
Director of Sports, FCT Sports Council
2004-2006

President, NFF
2006-Date.
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LUD Nabbiy isa
m used to refer to
tle observance ofthe

pomeo

ir'

d we cele

day, in contrast to modern day
observances, with the ruler
playing a key role in the cer-

emonies. Emphasis was given to
blrthday of prophet Muha

d (S.A.W.) which falls o

the 12th of Rabi’ al-Awwal, the
third month in the Islamic cal-
endar. Ti“term Maulud is also
used in some parts of the world,
such as Egypt, as a generic term
for thHirthday celebrations of
other historical religious figures
such as Sufi saints.

The earliest accounts for the
observance of Maulud Nabbiy
can be found in eighth-century
Mecca, when the house in
which prophet Muhammad
was born was transformed
into a place of prayer by Al-
Khayzuran (mother of Harun
al-Rashid, the fifth and most
famous Abbasid caliph). The
early celebrations included ele-
ments of Sufic influence, with
animal sacrifices and torchlight
processions along with public
sermons and a feast. The cel-
ebrations occurred during the

tHe Ahl al- -Bayt with presenta-
fion of sermons and recitations
ofthe Qur’an. The event also
featured the award of gifts to
officials in order to bolster sup-
port for the ruling caliph,

The first public celebrations
by Sunnis took place in twelfth-
century Syria, under the rule of
Nur ad-Din Zangi though there
isno firm evidence to indicate
the reason for the adoption of
the Shi’ite festival by the Sunnis,
some theorise the celebrations
took hold to counter Chris-
tian influence in places such as
Spain and Morocco. Theolo-
gians denounced the celebra-
tion of Maulud as unorthodox,
and the practice was briefly
halted by the Ayoubites when
they came to power, becoming
an event confined to family cir-
cles. It regained status as an otii
cial event again in 1207 when it

ISISLAM Q3.19

was re-introduced by Muzaffar
ad-din, the brother-in-law of
Saladin, in Arbil, atown near
Mosul, Irag.

The practice spread
throughout the Muslim world, \
assimilating local customs, to
places such as Cairo, where
folklore and Sufic practices
greatly influenced the celebra-
tions. By 1588 it had spread to
the court of Murad Ill, Sultan ot
the Ottoman Empire. In 1910,
it was given official status as a
national festival throughout the
Ottoman Empire. Today it is an
official holiday in many parts ot
the world.

Legality of Maulud
T slamic scholars are divided

I onwhether observing Mau-
X lud is necessary or even per-
missible in Islam. Some see it as
a praiseworthy event and posi-
tive development, while others
say it isan improper innovation
and forbid its celebration.

A number of Islamic schol-

Al-Habibiyyah dishurses Zakat in Abua

By Abbas Jimoh

THE Deputy Imam of the Abuja
National Mosque, Sheik Abu-
bakar Sadeeq, has advised the 34
recipients of the maiden public
disbursement of Zakat by the Al-
Habibiyyah Zakat Foundation
to utilise what they got to create
wealth so that they could also be
rich enough to pay Zakatto needy
Muslims.

Speaking at the ceremony
yesterday, Sheik Sadeeq said the
importance of Zakat cannot be
over emphasized as it was men-
tioned in the Holy Qurian 82 time
alongside the obligatory prayer
(SalahgI é
“Those who benefited irom
today’s disbursement should not
have it in mind to come back to
seek for it again, it is better that
they use what they have now to get
to the level of paying Zakat them-
selves,” he said.

Some of the beneficiaries
were given between N 30,000 and
N 100,000, while others received
motorcycles, grinding machines,

W.¥

ft

FROM left: Chief Imam of
mi, Proprietor of As-Sanus Yy

1 Zu”™~m .n...

and deep freezers among others
and the tuition fees of four recipi-
ents were also paid at the event.
Director and Chief Imam
of Al-Habibiyyah, Imam Fuad
Adeyemi, said poverty, hunger,

Education, Odeomu
d one Of the beneficiarie:

fund to beneficiaries mAbu,,.

insecurity among other man-
made and natural calamities, are
results ofunpaid Zakat, regretting
that many Muslims especially in
Nigeriaeither do notpay Zakat or
are ignorant of its payment.

Adegbite to chair MMPN's symposium

By Muideen Olaniyi

THE Secretary-General of Nigeria
Supreme Council for Islamic
Affairs (NSCIA) and Seriki and
Baba Adinni of Egbaland, Dr.
Abdullateef Adegbite is expected to
chair the annual symposium ofthe

Abujachapter ofthe Muslim Media
Practitioners of Nigeria (MMPN)

AlTcorrespondences to trustislam2008@yahoo.com Text massag

tomorrow 8k the Natienal Mesgue:
A release jointly signed by the

Alhaji AbdulRahman Kalogun ana
Abbas Jimoh respectively said dis-
cussions atthe symposium themed
‘Islam and Terrorism would be led
by the Vice Chancellor of Univer-
sity ofllorin, Prof. Ishag Oloyede.
Other discussants at the sym-

Eggmm gxpected to commence
Il.a.m are Mallam Abdulf-
fatah Adeyemi, Sheikh Tajudeen
Adigun Bello who is the Imam
of Fuad Labibidi Mosque Zone
3 Imam Hussain Zakariyyah ol
Uthman Bin Affan Mosque Wuse
2 and Hajia Aisha Umar Yusuf
who is a member of Daily Trust
Newspapers Editorial Board.
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f the worlds We testify that there is no diety worthy ofworship

A .
ars, such as MHHSE‘%%SS ﬁ %W{
al-Maliki, Gibril Haddad, and
Zaid Shakir, all subscribing to
the Sufi movement, and Yusuf
al-Qaradawi, the primary
scholar ofthe Muslim Brother-
hood movement, have given
their approval for the observ-
ance of Maulud. They cite
hadith where prophet Muham-
mad (S.A.W) recommended
fasting on Mondays, as that was
the day he was born and also
the day prophecy descended
on him. They suggest that fast-
ing on Mondays is also a way
of commemorating prophet
Muhammad*sbirthday. How-
ever, there is division among
them on the lawfulness ofthe
methods ofthe celebrations.
Most accept that it is praisewor-
thy as long as it isnot against
sharia (i.e. inappropriate min-
gling of the sexes, consuming
forbidden food or drink such as
alcohol, playing music etc).
Notable scholars who con-
sider Maulud to be bid’ah and

| take the other spouse into Jannah also.

Tfor»espousetis ~ ,, u » » £ A

brate eid-ul-M aulud?

fortid dtsecelelsasiomingelude
Sheik Muhammad Tagi Usm-
ani, a Hanafi scholar from
Pakistan who has served as a
judge on the Shariah Appellate
Bench ofthe Supreme Court
of Pakistan and subscribes to
the Deobandi movement, and
Sheik Abd-al-Aziz ibn Abd-
Allah ibn Baaz, who was the
Grand Mufti of Saudi Arabia
subscribing to the Salafi move-
ment. Although all agree that
the birth of prophet Muham-
mad was the most significant
event in Islamic history, they
point out that the compan-
ions ofthe prophet and the
next generation of Muslims
did not observe this event.
Furthermore, they highlight
that prophet Muhammad did
not observe the birth or death
anniversaries of his family and
loved ones, including that of
his first wife Khadijah bint
Khuwaylid, nor did he advise
his followers to observe his
birthday.

parad,se he °r *he wiu

- « N 0(

iesom m h and Loo, (peace be upon

bands by rejecting their
M ) ™

“1'S S S S ®
for those who disbelieve’

night and day, eating with them being nit ~ #
and interacting with them in the

betrayed them’means,

they did not share the”r fa®
sengers of Allah. So that

1l aid-nk r S X

b, |yed ,h,m (rbeirbus.

not against
g»hh.bos,who

says. 'Allah sets M, ;an

them

AN

y because
Mes-

them at all and it did not
<X they [Nooh

AN

[al-Toor 52:21] And Allah knows best.
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Court orders DNA test
over child's paternity

By Usman A. Bello & Lami Sadiq

AN Abuja Customary Court
yesterday ordered one Fri-
day Ugowoke and Deborah
Okpeh to undergo DNA test
to ascertain the paternity of
a child.

Deborah had on Febru-
ary 4, approached the court
alleging that Friday impreg-
nated her after making love
s*to her but denied responsi-
bility ofthe pregnancy.

Responding, Ugowoke
informed the court that
although he had an affair
with Deborah, he was not the
father ofthe child because he
uses condom whenever he
makes love to her.

The case was then
adjourned to enable the
courtand both parties ascer-

AMAC House students during a march-past to celebrate GSS Nyanya's inter-house sports yesterday.

tain the cost of DNA test.

At the resumed hearing,
Friday was informed that it
will take N59,000 to carry-
out such test and he urged-
the court to give him two
months to source for the
money.

I will not be able to raise
such amount ofmoneyin a
short time becaus51 receive
N 15,000 monthly and need
two months to raise the
money,” Ugowoke said.

After listening to the
Friday, Judge Omavuezi
E. Oniovosa ordered them
to submit themselves for
DNA test and gave Friday
one month to source for the
money so that the test can be
carried out.

The case was adjourned
to April 13 for hearing.

h*nds wl,h sss N,anya's
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17-year-old seeks

divorce over

husband's temper

By Romoke W. Ahmad

A 17-year-old wife has filed a divorce
suit against her husband at an Abuja
Upper Area.

The teenager complained of her
husbands temper and alleged that
he turns her into a punching bag at
any slightest provocation.

Mrs Ikilima Aminu lamented in
court that her parents pushed her
into early marriage with Aminu
Lawal, adding that it is time for
her to opt out and begin a fulfill-

ing life, which she desire.

According to her, after junior sec-
ondary school, her parents forced
her from their house and made her
marry early, which she accented too
helplessly.

“My parents Were so particular
about marriage and | was forced to
marry againstmy wish two years ago
and since then the man has been mal-
treating me,” she alleged.

Mrs Aminu informed that when
she filed the case, she was asked to
pay for summon service to enable

PIC: ABUBAKAR YAKUBU

the court serve her husband at Abaji
and approached her parents, who
declined to assisther with the money.
The teenage accused her father
of once instructing her husband to
take herto the police station when he
reported her behaviour to him, say-
ing that since then he has continued
to treat her like a slave in the house.
I now leave with an aunt and my
hope is to go back to school, so that
I can be educated in order to assist
other helpless teenagers in my situ-
ation,” she added.

GSS Nyanya holds

silver jubilee,

inter-house sport

By AbubakarYakubu

GOVERNMENT Sec-
ondary School (GSS)
Nyanya, yesterday cel-
ebrated their silver jubi-
lee as well as their 12th
annual inter-house
sports competition.

The schools Prin-
cipal, Hajiya Hassana
Nuhu, while welcoming
guests, emphasized that
25 years in the history
of GSS Nyanya is a land
mark, which calls for cel-
ebration.

She solicited  for
assistance towards the
construction of a school
hall as well as a befitting
language laboratory in
order to make activities
towards teaching and
learning effective.

The principal recalled
that the school started in
Phase 1 Primary School
Nyanya with students in
Junior Secondary School
1 and remained there till
September 1993, when it
was finally moved to its
present location with few
blocks of classrooms.

According to her, the
school has developed
over time with various
structures erected as well
as equipped properly to
make both teaching and
learning conducive for
both teachers and learn-

ing.

She said GSS Nyanya
has' now become a
source of emulation to
other schools, adding
that it has won awards
such as best school May
2007 in the use of global
components, first posi-
tion in Shell football cup
competition 2007/2008,
third position in 2007
Sage Nigeria National
Competition, second
position in Milo Bas-
ketball competition for
both male and female
categories in 2007/2008,
firstprize inaone minute
video coverage by Con-
sumer Protection Board
in 2009, first position in
trash to treasure inter-
school competition in
2009 and first prize in
Shell art competition in
FCT in November 2009,
among others.

Highlights of the
event were presentation
of gifts to pioneer staffof
the school including the
first principal, Mr Jimiko
Danjuma Habakkuk; cul-
tural dances by students
ofthe school; march-past
by various houses in the.
schools; basket ball com-
petition between Abaji
and Kwali Houses.

At the end of the
sporting event, AMAC
House can first, followed
by Abaji House, while
Kuje House came third.
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By Hussein Yahaya & Ibraheem A. Fatai

AN Abuja magistrate court
recently sentenced abusinessman
to six months imprisonment for
defrauding one Ayodele Annex
Okolo ofN 1,846,000.

Maikayau Ibrahim was jailed
for deceiving the complainant
that he would purchase a Honda
CRYV ieep for her, after collect-
ing money and failing to bring

PfSiife prosecutor, Mohammed

Driver
accused of
damaging car

By Lami Sadig & Usman A. Bello

THE police on Tuesday arraigned
a commercial driver, Mukaila
Aebaje, before an Abuja Upper
Area Court for allegedly damag-

Police prosecutor, Ayuba Ambi,
told the court that on February
21, one Abubakar Ali of Diamond
Bank reported to the police that
in June 2009, he entrusted a Nis-
san wagon vehicle with registra-
tion number X 0653 KWL to the
accused for commercial purpose.

The prosecutor said the accused
promisedtoremit N10,000tothe
complainant on weekly basis but
failed to do so, adding that he
travelled to Ondo State with the
vehicle in December 2009 without
the complainant’s consent.

He explained that the accused
also converted N80,000 belonging
to the complainant to his own use
and left the damaged car in Ondo
State and came back to Abuja.

The prosecutor told the court
that the offences are punishable
under Sections 322, 312 and 327
ofthe Penal Code Law.

When the charges were read to
the accused, he denied them and
requested for bail.

Tudge Umar Kagarko granted
him bail in the sum N 100,000
with a surety in like sum and
adjourned the case to April 12 for
hearing.

In another case, a 25-year-
old man, Emenike Anioto, was
arraigned for allegedly attempt-
in o to steal hospital chairs.

Police prosecutor, David Udeh,
told the court that on February
21 one David Nogodu, a security
man attached to Wuse General
Hospital, arrested the accused and
brought him to the police station
ashe tried to steal chairs from the
hospital.

\then the charge was read
to the accused, he denied it and
sought bail, saying he only tried
to pass the night at the hospital.

Magistrate Grace Omayader
granted him bail in the sum of
N2.000 with one surety in like
sum and adjourned the case to
March 15 for hearing.

n

m |

Ahmed had earlier told the court
that on February 18, 2010, one
Ayodele Annex Okolo of Educa-
tion Trust Fund, Maitama, Abuja,
reported to the police that the
accused defrauded her.

He said instead of refunding
the money, the accused converted
itto his own use, thereby commit-
ting offences punishable under
Sections 312 and 322 ofthe Penal
Code Law,

When the two-count chargewas
read to the accused, he pleaded

1 « 8

-I my,

- ] arrive at UTC Shopping Centre, Garki, Abuja recent y-
FIREMEN during a demonstration exe

Family of six

By Usman A. Bello, Romoke W. Ahmad
&0lotu Samuel

A father and his five children
were yesterday arraigned before
an Abuja magistrate court tor
allegedly assaulting a police
officer while carrying out his

The arrested family members,
Sabin Nnaji, Vitalis Nnaji, Rita
Nnaji, Chinyere Nnaji, Joseph
Nnaji, Cynthia Nnaji and Ifeayi

guilty and begged for leniency.
8 Based on his plea, the pros-
ecutor asked the court to try the
accused summarily, citing Sec-
tion 157 of the Criminal Proce-
dure Code. _' - %
In his ruling, Chief Magistrate
Binta Mohammed sentenced him
to sixmonths imprisonment or to
pay N10,000 as fine. \
The magistrate informed the
accused to appeal to a higher
court if she wants her money
refunded to her.
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Man jailed two weeks for gambling

By Hussein Yahaya &ibraheem A.
Fatai

AN Abuja magistrate court
Wednesday sentenced a 26-year-
old man to two weeks impris-
onment for gambling at Wuse
market.

The man, Ikechukwu Nwagwa

was reported to have committed
the offence on February 21,2010
and subsequently arrested by a
team of policemen.
Prosecutor Emmanuel Hos-
seini told the court that on
February 21, a team of police
detectives from the Area Com-
mander’s office, Maitama,
Abuja, arrested the accused for
gambling in public.

He said the cards the accused
used to gamble andN 1,000 were

recovered from his possession,
adding that he confessed to the
crime during police investiga-
tion, thereby committing an
offence punishable under Sec-
tion 405 of the Penal Code Law.

When the one-count charge
was read to the accused, he
pleaded guilty, saying he took
to gambling after the seizure of
his second-hand goods by the
abvuja Environmental Protec-
tion Board s task force.

“l amthe only child of my par-
ents with awife and a child, who
all depend on me for their daily
needs and if I am jailed, nobody
will cater for them,” he pleaded.

Magistrate Emmanuael lya-
nna sentenced him to two weeks
imprisonment or to pay N2.000
as fine.

PIC ABLBAKAR YAKLBU
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aocused of assaulting police officer

Nnaji, were accused of beaten up
apolice officer and injuring him
when he went to invite themto the
police station over a complaint
from one Tony Oguche of Kpeky-
eeyi, Jikwoyi, Abuja.

Police prosecutor, Sanm Serki,
told the court that Tony reported
to the police that the accused
released his three dogs and
inflicted injuries on his two chil-
dren, adding that when a police

officer went to invite the tirst

accused t9 the Statien,; he and his
children beat him up and tore his
uniform.

The prosecutor stated fur
ther that the accused persons
later pursued the complainants
wife, Elizabeth Oguche and her
younger sister, Ada to the read
and beat them to a state of uncon-
sciousness.

“During police investiga-
tions, it was discovered that the
accused was keeping unlicensed

d URvacEinated dogs: adding
%ﬁat #1e poﬁcegﬁag to sgend arein-
forcement team before he was

arrested,” the prosecutor added.

The first accused person
pleaded not guilty and requested
for bail, which was not objecfed by
the prosecutor.

Chief Magistrate, Ahmed Sam
Shuaib, granted him bail in the
sum of N50.000 with a surety in
like sum and adjourned the case
to March 8 for hearing.
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DRUMERS entertaining guests during an eventin Ab.jayesterday
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NGO donates items to elderly
people, less privileged

: “t u elders are becoming an endan-
By Akor Ojoma & Sunday Ejike Benjamin A species in this country and chil-

A Non-Governmental Organization,
Amazing Grace Foundation against Fam-
ily Violence and Elders Abuse (AGFA "
VAEA) yesterday donated itemsto e der y
people and several vulnerable gro p
the Federal Capital Territory (FCf)'
Itemsdonated consisted of cash, wrap
Bers bags ofrice and other food items.
Addressingredpie*A efom ~

well as chairperson ofdie NGO, Barrst

prematurely of hunger or
athometoa p

aCN° n.paymentor irregular payments of
and g “ties have taken their

eiders,” she lamented,
Obegolu also said the aims ofthe NGO
~ comprise of seven departments is
,» other things create awareness,

PA/\ N

wgUasthe protection ofthe rights of
MILO b e g o I u w o m e n andchildrenwhoareoftenvictims
on victims of family violence and elders offemayvioknce.
abuse.
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Aliero's wife, Shettima, others to receive award

By NathanielJonah

THE FCT ministerswife, Hajiya Zainab Adamu
a Ministerofinterior, Dr. Shettima Mustafa

foran award”tythe Apiculture Graduates
ciationofNigeria, AGAN,forthe”unmensecon-

tributions to the development ° fthe *ec®

Speaking to newsmen in Abuja, the National
President of AGAN, Comrade Egbuta Michael
said the conferment of life fellowship, fellowship
and associate membership awards ofthe associa-
tion to carefully selected men and women was
because oftheir contributions to nations build-
ing and agricultural development.

According to the group, the event is slated to
hold on Marchse,
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Inside Politics

Fake voters bloated Anambra
voters'register - Victor Umeh

From Beatrice Onuchukwu, Awka

IOULD you x-ray the

last election in Anam-

“bra state that your party
won?

The result of the election
wasn't be a surprise to anybody
who is sincere and objective. |
have always said that ifthe people
mare allowed to vote the candidate
oftheir choice, APGA will carry
the day. And that is what hap-
pened. As a party, we are happy
that Anambra people expressed
their unflinching confidence
on the ability of the incumbent
Governor to consolidating his
achievements,in their own inter-
est. We are happy that the votes
of the people of Anambra State
really counted in determining
who INEC declared winner of
the election.

voters and

UT some
observers have criticized
the outcome of the elec-

tion saying INEC did not tidy up
the election. Theysaid Governor
Obi did not win the required
local government areas to be
declared winner of the election.
Theyalso alleged that APGA did
notcome out clean the election?
I dont agree with you that
APGA did not come out clean.
Immediately the result was
declared, | addressed the press
and left to meet the Governor
with whom we went to thank
our leader Dim Chukwuemeka
Odumegwu Ojukwu at Nnewi.
The election was never contro-
versial. Neither | nor the gov-
ernor slept. We kept vigil as the
results were coming in Saturday
night, and by 5am we had won in
15 local governments. We scored
25 percent clearly in 15 local gov-
ernments by our own calcula-
tion. And by about 10 minutes
past 5am, Sunday morning, | had
sent text messages to a lot ofpeo-
ple that we had won the election.
So, the claim that all our oppo-
nents are crying blue murder is
not correct because most of our
opponents had accepted defeat
and congratulated the Governor.
Only Dr. Chris Ngige of Action
Congress refused to accept defeat.
And that is also not a surprise.
The issue of not being able to get
25 percentin 2/3 ofthe local gov-
ernments, which is 14 out of21, is
not true. His Excellency, Gover-
nor Peter Obi had fulfilled all the
constitutional requirements to be
declared winner in this election.

discountenanced invalid

-|- he truth is that, Ngige had
votes in the election. And

that was what produced the mis-
leading results for him in two
local government areas of Anam-
bra East and Anambra West.
What he is saying now is that the
constitution said you must score
25 percent of the total votes cast
in at least 2/3 ofthe local govern-
ments in the state. But | think he
is not being sincere to himself. If
you go through the result sheet
which INEC declared finally, you
will see 3 columns. The first col-
umn is the total valid votes, the
middle one is rejected votes, and
the final one is the total votes cast.
Add the rejected votes and total
valid votes cast in the election and
you will get the figure he is rely-
ing on in his calculations, which is
completely erroneous. An invalid
vote is no vote; a rejected vote
is no vote. If you want to calcu-
late whether a candidate in the
election scored the mandatory
25 percent in a particular local
government, what you would do
is to add the votes shared by all
the candidates in that local gov-
ernment, then apply to the score
ofthe candidate against the total
to see if the candidate scored 25
percent or a quarter of the votes
castin that local government. Sec-
tion 179(2) of our constitution
did not talk about invalid votes
but total number of the votes
cast. Of course the constitution
wouldnt have anticipated that an
invalid vote would be part ofthe
votes cast in any election. That is
because it was not attributed to
any candidate. The construction
ofthat section ofthe constitution
envisages that the votes cast in
an election were shared among
all the candidates that contested
election in the respective local
governments. That is the total
votes cast.

In summary, an invalid vote
means a void vote. It is not cred-
ited to anybody You cannot
express void in the erroneous cal-
culations Ngige went into.

In the petition filed by Gov-
ernor Peter Obi challenging his
election in 2003 here in Awka,
Justice Nabaruma tribunal cal-
culated in atable the votes polled
by each ofthe candidates and also
calculated the percentage of the
scores by each of the candidate.
Void votes and invalid votes were
not included in that calculation.
And that was the judgment that
went to the court of Appeal and
survived.

The same thing happened in
Edo State, where Oshiomole chal-
lenged the declaration ofOsunbor
as the duly elected Governor of
Edo State. Incidentally Oshiomole
is from Action Congress, Ngige$

CHIEF Victor Umeh

party. Our brother Justice Peter
Umeadi who tabulated it used the
scores credited to the candidates
to determine if each candidate
scored the 25 percent required by
the constitution in any ofthe local
government areas. So there is no
ambiguity in this matter.

OU were in the vanguard
of agitation of credible
voter’s register, yet it was

alleged that the Anambra reg-
ister was manipulated. What
would you say to this?

The noise being made about
voters’ register is unnecessary
because it is not a new issue. In
2007, the incident occurred in
the voters’ register. For instance,
in Ondo State, the name of Mike
Tyson appeared in the voters reg-
ister. Prior to the Anambra elec-
tion, the issue of voters register
had been trashed out and we
expressed anxiety over the man-
ner INEC conducted the updat-
ing of the register last year. |
alerted the public about the print
out from Nnewi South where in
Ezinifite, we saw the picture of
Gani Fawehimni and Chief Jim
Nwobodo. We also saw Chief
Alex Ekwuemesname with some-
bodys picture. I had said that the
only problem we, would encoun-

ter in this election apart from
INEC doing the right thing, is the
voters register. INEC did not say
from day one that they did not
have a problem with the voters’
register. Blames should not go
to INEC alone but politicians in
the state who injected fraudulent
names into the register. Some of
them used calendar to take photo-
graphs ofpeople to inflate voters’
card register.

Some politicians were said to
have stockpiled up to 60,000 vot-
ers cards in their house. And they
are now shouting blue murder.
You will understand that some
people are just being economi-
cal with the truth. They said we
have 1.8 million voters. Where are
those people? These are the fraud-
ulent registration they did in an
attempt to beefup their numbers
ahead ofthe election.

Ifyou get the final voters reg-
ister, you will find that local gov-
ernments like Idemili North and
South have 105,000 and 104,000
voters. The challenge has been for
the people registered to come and
vote. We faced the challenge on
the Election Day. We insisted that
only those with voters card bear-
ing the image of the voter would
be allowed to vote. We educated
our agents on that because we

suspected that some politicians
wanted to use none existing vot-
ers to massively rig the election.
INEC did not pay lip service to
the fraudulent registration exer-
cise. They sacked 10 INEC Offi-
tfals for being compromised in
the registration exercise.

However, some people cduld
not see their names in the vot-
ers register. It is not a new thing
because it was raised evten before
the election but all the candi-
dates subjected themselves tt)
the election. The Action Con-
gress candidate knew all these
flaws and subjected himself to
the election.

In any case, nobody gained
any advantage over the other in
terms of missing names in the
register. Everybody went to the
same election under the same cir-
cumstance. There was no attempt
to disenfranchise people who
wanted to vote the Action Con-
gress candidate Dr. Chris Nwabu-
eze Ngigeand flowed people who
wanted to vote for His Excellency
Governor Peter Obi to go and
vote. It was a general problem in
the state.

rof. Chukwuma Soludo
initially congratulated
Obi but later said he is

going to court. How would you

describe that. Also, whatlessons
do you think Anambrarians
learnt in this election?

Having accepted defeat when
the election resultwas announced,
it was immoral for Soludo to
open new fro.us and attack the
results of the same election. This
has continued to create doubt as
to his character. But | wont say
he is challenging that result, so
to speak. He congratulated the
Governor and disappeared. On
Thursday, the Director of his
Campaign Organization, one
Chris Udechukwu, was cred-
ited to have faulted the calcula-
tions of INEC. And because such
came from a Director in Soludo’
Campaign Organization, people
screamed that Soludo was chal-
lenging it. As we speak Soludo is
in London. He has gone home.
Thats where his family is. He has
gone to have a deep rest.

So how can he challenge the
election when APGA defeated
him in his own home town, Isuo-
fia community? He lost in his
home town, lost in his local gov-
ernment and didnt win in his
entire Senatorial Zone. So, on
what pedestal would he stand'to
challenge the election when he
won in only two local government
areas in the North? I don't believe
he is challenging the election.
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As Impeac

Adamawa LG bosses

From Ibrahim Muhammad,Yola

R of uncertainty is now

gripping some local govern-

entchairmen in Adamawa
State following the flurry

threaten to see thatthey ensure the
call ot some counciuuia.

The latest round of impeach-
ments came less than four mont is
after an amicable resolution of a
rift between the chairmen and
®heir councillors. Crisis within

impeachments sweeping acrossome councils erupted shortly

the state. No fewer than three
chairmen have lost their seats in

EEBettitime 8068 s At A gath&lva
State chapter ofthe Association of

N °gw f(ALGON) has asked them
to remain in office The assoaa-
tion said the impeachments were

unconstitutional. »e_lOrai
The relationship betweenbe
government chairmen and their

bSo:”« » ¢

G otten

Kogi 2011: Okun strengthens

after the chairmen won their case

i h H fA -
Wb ol Sl oRE Ve

y the lawmakers
earl*\, jrM& gathered that
t A counter threat of
A dangUng over many
of the chairmen and council-

N many of them in a

The chairmen already

Dwana.Mayo-Belwa local gov-

move for guber seat

From Isiaka Wakili, Lokoja

environmen

tffco rOkunpeopletorektewlth
amnronment

OKUN leaders from the Kogi West Sena

torial District have resolved to consolidate
the move to produce the next governor

K° Thisiresolution was contained in a

AN

The association noted that the ere

r n t

vanous community development as

K N N

i Aih
ernment counci1 'ﬁ'u_
ABBg and Mub, South Engr.
Bitrus Habshi.

Investigation
efforts by some
vent the impeachme
colleagues by requesting anunflu-
ential person in the gov«rn™
house in Yola to intervene failed
to yield fruit. Governor Murtala
Nyako was said to have snubbed
the ideawhen he was approached

An impeccable source also
disclosed that the chairmen
had approached the Lamidon
Adamawa Dr. Aliyu Mustapha
pleadingwithhim to persuade th
%)gﬂflr”g\;sestp\/?}ﬁﬁe_the Lamido,
according to the source, was try-
ing to resolve the conflict, some
chairmen sneaked to Abuja to
iobby some PDP stakehold-
ers to intervene. Some of th
stakeholders were alleged to be
the brain behind the impeac”
ments. Many suppo
impeached chairmen in
the state lawmakers and Abuj
vasea po» Stakeholders are the
persons behind the masks m |

impeachment saga in G yu>
Mryo-Belwa, m uvbi soua A

revea /

Wb ided) "ghm L0 T the

state ehapter of the Asseeiation
NO fewer than three

chairmen have lost their
seats in recent time, even

as the Adamawa State
chapter ofthe Associa-

tion of Local Government
Chairmen of Nigeria

(ALGON) has asked them
to remain in office. t

Umary %\ aﬂﬁﬁey §9eyﬂinment Chairmen

geria GON), has asked
tg "8 fecent three torched
chairmen in the state to remain
Office The association said the
Impeachments were unconstitu-
tionally carried out.
fielding questions from
neWsmen, the state president of
who is also chairman
Local Governmen
Mr Felix Tangwami said

. legislative coun-
thoufe ~ 7~ perform their
roles, ALGON did not

Of impeachments as
n Jecause they fell short of
POHEH%WLIJ%H%I requirements.
COnMrUTangwami alleged that
the allegations raised against the
impeached chairmenwere notonly
weak but lack merit. They did not
call for impeachment, he said.

The ALGON boss noted with
concern that most of the allega-
tions were basically adimms-
trative, and products of a break

jn communications whi
the issues offinancial misconduct
< renotreasonable chargeswor-
fimpeaching the chairmen”
yThe alG ON president said
0Cesses employed in the
th were faulty

a N

« N AN

SrsS rpo
accountant, - [
allegation filed against 4 hair
man to b¥& subdtantiated, an
independent body must verify
them,” he said.

“A council chairman can-
not be impeached on the basis
of unsubstantiated allegatiem
Any allegations must be’v
fied by an independent body to
be appointed by the Chief Justice
of the state,” he stressed.

While threatening to ta
action against defiant counal-
lors by initiating reca p
ess, Tangwami asked aH th
impeached chairmen to remain
to office as ALGON is working
to reversel ofthe unpeachm .

In the meantime, leadership
ofthe ruling Peoples Democratic

hmentfever rattjle_s

n,rtv. . (PPP)in the state has
NibEdhe

he spate of impeach-
across the Adamawa
fortunate.
secretary of the party,
pp clisha told newsmen in
Vil that tn Ch M e n ts do
not_in_any way HRHEFMIAE the
cohesion ofthe party m the state.
He expressed optimism that
crisis will be resolved using the
internal conflict mechanism ot
the party. He said that promi-
nent, stakeholders are working

to GotemorMurtala Nyako has
for the first time denied that he
was behind the impeachments.
saying there 18 R® Way gevery
ment could be happy with the

"ASpeaking”hrough his special
adviser on local government
affairs . Alhaji Abdurrahman
Bobboi, the governor explained
that he was doing everything

possible to ensure harmonious

working FElh&iBAsHId betwee --
arms Of government at the

and iocal government

state

levek. A N need for
executive and the legis-

N local govern-

N ils tolearn fo work

racy dividendsh t' v

te, %regsmé; \’t&at any, ™.
houRi be resolved amitabl fdr
the benefit of the people at the

graTheotgsvemor’s aidechaﬂlso

N NN

redress in COUrt if
feel that the process that
' ved them was faulty.
non e of impeach-
mgnts rocking the local govern-
Adamawa State, one of
AN

are asking is: who are behind the
deveiopment? Another ques-
F be answered in
monthsis , hat the

development portends for the
aeve

y
polity in 2011.

fthe okun people by setting up ]
f o N rchamber of Commerce, Indus”

Mine and Agriculture and the Oku

InVAS a” ociation, however, called on the

THE former 88V8FH8F 8F
Ekiti State, Chief Ayo Fay-
0se, on Thursday assumed
membership of the Labour
Party (LP) whenhe waspre-
sented with its membership
card. ) .

Mr Akin Adesuyi, the
Chairman of the party in
Afao/Araromi Ward m
Irepodun/Ifelodun Local
Government Area, pre-
sented Fayose with the card
number 1020725 in his
countryhome in Afao-EKkiti.

Adesuyi explained that
the presentation was to for-
merly endorse Fayose as a

member efthe party in the

Sta\en his response, Fayose
assured the party that he
would ensure its victory
the 2011 general elections.
He also promised to
mobilise his supporters to
ensure that the party won
in all the local government

— K e Mt
state,

1 will ensure the stabil-
ity ofthe party as well as its

Favose qgets LP membership card

®* " statl’Fa’

A he wouid

dedare for the

tyonrnaay atthe party’s
party®

cong® Qse also said that he

A defecting to Labour
tocontestforanyposi-
ANarty™ ™ nQtdeciared to

3 5 SsssS
enviable position in

to anam* v

the state. (NA
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Best Fertilizers from Thailand, with cheap
prices that cannot be compared to any

? 5ompanym was m 2009 ds a tead.no
o.Hrsbutor of high quaNty Organic and Mineral Orgeo*c f«rtlaers
among other predfuas. Our company is.the exclusive disKfeutar in
Nigeria, of Grgamcana Mineral Organic fertilizers of oneo fthe major
high sjuaity Fertifeer profdng compares in Thailand. Our
headquarter is in Thailand and branch office in Abuja, OurOrgank
sod K m riOraanfc fertfcm , whidife i, g u tte r and tau-d form"
erwch theson, protons its life and increase the#rcwth rateofpbn*
traps grown Using these fe tte rs are healthy, btager and m e
m ota*. The natural denvtd morals in Xe MmJ c¢c »
If ~ ~+rVfeS pfOtectOn fw # * Plants, crops and ® ,a«j
dtseases. The g”anfity of these fartfcrs afspted M each staV/fiw
seasstt, does dot sroeasa in each subsequent period, ife sasne
otte Bomg fe tfe n «*h tarraM effects on the s*f, rathe?
const»«quantity isapplied «teachplanting season.

Ths benefits ofourfw tllw s cannothe comparedto any other,
will convince you. Our prices are cheap and cannot be jafcf,4 by
any«ter, partlydue to the absence o f mk&fiemen;

Nature One Mineral Organic

Nature Ono Organ,c
F e rtiiiffir {Utfukl}

Fertfeer (Granular)

J ! Tetgali;swzos N*jj«rte
Bames' 606029062 James- +2347056033535
ose- Mrs, Qw/tona - +234SDS088849

E-nwil- jam.mycorine€t@ vahoo.eom:

kaufa globai CENTRE for
CAPACITY BUILDING

?r SrP T 22 *kokokokok ok ok kRogs

2, Owsisr SasjePm o -Tm/shm
*mmArnmé&m -fctectat

|§%i adSeni» « Em, \Iz%gkalPrae****
<. ks Mehanidoman .

®Muhammad T Swistaan  _g¢pgql Proprietor Teacher

fcl tefrrartll.
asossSnSitin *8<+o0l PfopSesw Mctier

9 Or- JammalA M, -I*ch»m*:fL«gal Pracotiooer

10. H#. Ha»aSaIeKda JtomkmmimMm

Aim* «»<(ofcjacbvM

al

1 FER@ FFHF ge*ummon ¢ « 0~ Sftokgam
2 13 n*u®A *-u.* My Kk (KK tO (FF**
n 8 KON WWHIWA *g *xxx of
*ool#for ami indigent Ni
o « f%x}grg&crétarygem otmens
SIAMA’ATO ANWARUL. PAILA
ISLAMIC OWGANISATIQ ki
'w_«*«ve aaaaed

«W »»L 2 "? y * 2 puWfc

,*"B hf s«pph«« *o«* CorporateAftklrs Cwwniswdn for
ws 5 Gempncs and All«d Mmm Act
H totetMMoalng m|
t MKTRWSrma*AR

S w

1* Allys* Lsm~l
2* Mal
ai BasMr Nuhu
I AIMHAXt* QBJECrtht
11. RenderiBg stbumupmrim:aovkm to Madina and Ac
feaeta) public
5. I.stdfoiish Isiarriic *ichsKiis
. Cxwkluctrog % %'sd, 23kr and Itege
N registration stooid be forwarded to

”Kﬂ hcEZZ2Z r?Ang‘fyrlprlror}g*%?ggt Maitama Q aql Algma
HARERR < &*(2%) daysfg/rqKsQIeda» ofthispMkatkm.

M.B. Idris
& Co. ixga) Ipriictitkmers)
Suit B4 A 3- Zitmyiti Pla*s(
I* ha KaN* Road, Kadtma

LOSS OF PASSPORT

the undersigned Antoine Sou Harb, Lebanese
[ watiooal diclare that f have tost my passport whose
oumberis RLt337128issued inBeirut

i will be very gratefal to anyone who finds this passport to
| call m©on my phone number 08035950491 or to hand it
i to the nearest police station or to the Embas$v of
[ Lebanon on the following address:

Embassy of Lebanon
Plot762 Lake Chad Crescent
Maitama-Abuja

TRUST CLASSIFIED

the Lightof Truth
The Grai! Message

"LET MY WORD become alive within you; for
this alone can bring you that benefit which
you need, enabling your spirit to ascend to
the Luminous Heights of the Eternal Gardens
ofGod"

JH fij

. Abd-ru-sMn
Qra»S Centre Madalia, Ma*}a!Sa Sule|a Hoad 6SQ54183304

CENTRE FOR DISPUTE SETTLEMENT

This Is to infarm the general pu«ic thatthe MwUnamed « M a | >
?1S0SS toSleCwP «te A M * Commiasion* r regisbjWone M tr
}I)_art 0 Offhecyrr?p~n!~s.yndAilie® matisrsAct 1 Df
tt« Trusteesare:

1.Alft.Stohammediy .Bappa -Director
ZHaywaHahwo AConsittant

iSs'adoAliyu -Consultant

4. F«dimatu?»,8eW -Contuftsnt

5.Alft.tUmamA. Simbu mmConsultant

B «to .Secretary
MMSftOBJSCtfVSS
N ANt * « 10

ATo «% ht«i pub«con the importance oftertg obedtot to law and

4.Toobtain s societyo fintegrityand mutualunderstanding

mt n ?2tmion «W*“W*» forwarder tothen a ~ ,
m. y al-.COfpOt3te Afe« CommissSQts plot 420 TSgrte Cra*c»nt
Maitansa OisiJ- ictAbuja wimin z8 days o fIWs pubiieaSion.
Signed; Barr, Amina Bello
Secretary

VOICE OF THE THRONE MINISTRY
INTERNATIONAL

’E\Mfe 15 tee&y TOifS Sai at»w med

zZf-? f m- corporete Affairs Commte*m for
regwratwn under part IC oftie Companies and AHed Mattera Act of

TreTRUSTEESARg;

Eyang, GraeeAkwashW - ChMmao
Eytvvc Zata Mart3er
3A Jantm MwWeMUt?h«e* -Seemtarv
AIMSAND OBJECTIVES:
1 To«natM iettweheaanywherethe spiritof God d*ecte
2. Toprompts prayer mmissries.
3. Topreac*eetottontotttevmtd.

Tocany outheating and deHverancesto Ssesociety

Any objection'to the r*isffation shotsld
gsnerai. Corporate Afairs oo”misston,

forwarded to the Registrar-
sAbuja within 28 <Saygy

~MhfspricaSon.
Signed;
Secretary
W ifi ORK FOR PEACE BUILDING

TWs is to inform the general puMe that the .above named Non-
» »» Corporate affa?*

CZZTJf =ox- tes *pp«

Thetnusta«s«rél:

| MrGodwinMiboko -Chainnan
2- MrSamuel Ogah -Membw

3 BarCtirisSophwiJxito -Sacretarv

AtmeandObjective*

1. TooontnteJte to pe”oe bwldwig foirastaWe society

Z Tocontribute to Sheprogress and rapid developmentofthe society
3.Tos ik towardssimulating (he Youths ft* A reliance

rall"SSfSer* GiIISNBNBBwWrt"* "*** <vjctas rf

J,0lid *» fe«®Kled Sothe Regisirar
Gsswrai Corporate afers Comrmsston 420 Tigris Cresent oifAaairi

SpSon~8ieE e  VBIBE

smmo
SARR CHRIiSTOPHER I80KO0
SECRETARY

3 kanta ftOArf, T»rakt A|j Ht3uts,», f 0 m»k 9717 KMttna

mpw Mwe n

A Kaolin Mining «bxcovering an Area 0f200 bcctresin
iM m te State, situated along the Baucht-Ciombe Rwd
and parallel to th« RaiJway I|I» for ease of
tnmgMtatim to all parts o f Nigeria, is available for
mm, Esiinmiadl are2 million metrictrnmm.

2. Also, a Farmland, «i«e 450 Acres, wear Kadmta
Kaduna/Abuja Express Road, is available for sale.

engqiiiries by e-waii ooiv

OTMM EmtoirSfa\ghESKEi,«ffl! tr
«««ajsinmn 00.WWMI

Signed;
IBRAHIM YAHAYA
For: Eimwai Con>pany Ltd Kaduna

EM M

| formerly known as MISS HAUWA ISA now wish to be
called MRS HAUWA GAMBO ISA. All former

tekerate*8 rema#l V8,d' ~» y s .c a»m general public

Former named MOHAMMED MUSA ALIYU in Daily
| ™ ~Z-febuary is now. MOHAMMED MUSA
fv,%rAKATi. Authority concern and general public take
note,

BRA*MAH wish to be
A HBRAHM fSIAKA. Former documents remain
vabd. University of Jos and the genera? public to note,

MISS ALO OLUWASOLA
ho I MR
AOEMOYEGUN OLUWASOSLA MORSHTRSSLAA

in yaW AOEKUNLE ajassn
1:LJEf\/EBStTYAKUNGBAAK KO, ONDO STAT public
ake note

LdJ.Neriy

| formerly ASBIGIAL OMOLOLA AWOBIYI, now MRS
ABIGIAt OMOLOLA MEMEH. Former documents
remain valid. General public take note.

RC NO. 67785 SP NO. 58334

Formerly known as MISS RITA FATU OKEWU now
wish to be known as MRS. RITA FATU SANN.l Ail
former documents remaih valid. General public taks

i FORMERLY KNOWN AS MOHAMMED MURTALA
SALEH AKWAKI NOW WiSH TO BE ADDRESS AS
~ H* MMAD MURTALA SALEH . ALL FORMER
DOCUMENTS REMAIN VALID. FEDERAL CIVIL
SERVICE COMMISSION, OFFICE OF THE
ACCOUNTANT GENERAL OF THE FEDERATION
AND GENERAL PUBLIC TO NOTE

| FORMERLY ANGELA ONYAOLE DANIEL NOW

I*"NOWN.AS MRS ANGELA ONYOALE

ALL FORMER DOCUMENTS REMAIN VALID
GENERAL PUBLIC TO NOTE.

I, formerty known as YUSUF KARIM now wish to be
called JOESEF TIMOTHY KARIM. All former
documents remairs.vaiid General public take note,

t formerly AGRINYA HELEN OGEYI now wish to be
addressed MRS IRONLE HELEN OGEYI. All former
dO{:uments remain valid. NYSC and General Public take
note

f, formerly JOY MHUNGUR AHUR now wish to be
known as JOY MHUNGUR AYU. Former documents
rertnain valid. Zenith Bank Plc and general public take
note

I, formerly MISS DIANANANA YAKUBU now wish tobe
known as MRS DIANA NANA OYEKAN. Former
documents remain valid. University of Abuia and
public take note.

| formerly known as SULE LIMAN JEGA now wish to be
known as SULEIMAN IMAM JEGA. Former documents
remain valid. General publictake note.

I, formerly MISS VERONICA NNEKA OPARA nowwish

?r*%ll«f ? SSed 38 MRS VERONICA NNEKA
curfsNA. Former documents remain valid. Oceanic

Bank, general publictake note.

I, formerly MISS UWAOILEKE UGOCHI LINDA is now
known as IBE UGOCHI! LINDA. Former documents
remain valid. General pubicto note.

I, formerly known as MISS AL1 DAUDA MARYAM now
wish to be known as MRS YAHAYA DAUDA MARYAM
All former documents remain valid. Abmadu Bello
University Zaria and general puWic take note.

I, formerty known as MISS JENNIFER ALI OBELLEY

knwn as MRS JENNIFER ALINAH
waziki. All former documents remain valid. General

public take note.

I, formerty AK WANDAYE AUGUSTINE AKWANDAYE

AH@U%FIME f—fc:)"?‘rlrl(_:(‘e(r:I doc ll,l(r\rll\tle t'glPe%lnv alid RS

eneral
pubic take note,

WEBUTRAHEEM “ndl §Rh MsSBe RARHRRS
RASHIDAT ABDULRAHEEM NURUDEEN All former
documents remain valid. General public take note.

<
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Eriksson: 1lam happy
to be here

NFF to interview Lagerback today

FORMER Mexico and England
coach, Sven-Goran Erikss, ° ~ e
EerdRY AR ARREERR 7S
foreign technical adviser for the

ATherwede’s appearance made
him the fourth to be interviewed
by the panel put together to make

afinal shortlist of three c®aclP
Eriksson who led the Eng a
team to a goalless draw Inatot

round group match with Nigenas
Super Eagles at the 2002 World
Cup finals in South Korea/apan
however refused to grant any
interview after emerging
the interview room. .
He only commented about the
weather, refusing to comment on
whatwenton during his moments
with the panel.

“It’s a nice weather, and 1am

panel led
by Mr Patrick Ekeji, D”recto

General of the National Sports
Commission (NSC) and

ber ofthe Presidential Task Force
fPTF) on Super Eagles qualifica-
S fo r the 2010 World Cup
onhandto commentonthe inter

™ SrSde Adenbilgb.. .
employee of the Nigeria Football
Federation (NFF) who is work-
ing with the panel, however con-
futed that former Sweden coach
Lars Lagerback would be inte

appearance
before the committee will round
the session off,” he said.

Lagerbaak is scheduled to

appear before the panel today
by midday, to make hmi the
fifth and last of the coaches to be
interviewed, and the panel isto

immediately make afinal shortlist

AN igeria FootbaU Federa-
tion (NFF) had made an initial
shortlist of five foreign coaches,
S y  Peter Taylor, Ratomir

Hoddle, Eriksson

By Orkula Shaagee

GLENN Hoddle and %veﬁ
Gerankiikesony«» «df™
the Nigeria Football Fede
Glass House secretari

NFF president Alhaji Sam
Abdullahi and also assess t

the firstby the coaches thathav

Bruno Metsuand Ratomir

Djukovic, Louis van Gaal Guus

Hiddink and Bruno Metsa
Hassan Shehata and Giovanni

Trappatoni were later added

it before three fresh candidates

in Lars Lagerback, Glenn Hod-

dle and Sven-Goran Eriksson

ellTaylor,van Gaal, Hiddink, She-
hata and Trappatonilater dropped

hour before leaving with his
A rnteidtnep fpfahtbdntetviewwass  ” Fraotizggewkitbhinnbiulddd-RFRA

who were |nterV|eWeDd )BH B@;@@ A%gﬂoé]aﬁhgéﬁifs%’ﬁ,

Menday left Abuja immead " §

after the interview without visit-
ing the NFF secretariat.
Hoddle, who was

G Wednesday, was the first

alengslde Wiz agent met
A the NFF chiefs at 2:00 pm
after his interview earlier in the
d atNicon Luxury Hotel

Y  outcome ofthe visit was

Tros‘-

au

out of contention due to various
reasons, ahead of this weeks

r S

A and Djukovic

were interviewed on Monday *

was Hoddles turn on Wednes

offthe interview session.
The NFF Executive Commit

h dto handle the Eagles
Meanwhile> NFF Technical

gmmitiee Ehaiimans Taiwo

njobi has explﬁ'i[ﬂed the

ayt
‘rablonalépeRMmdlthe #eeision by
tMpHERNIRY

IR YAHEIRE

riksson.
to Ogunjobi, the

dience to

tee is scheduled to meetfrom 7pm
today at its Glass House secretar-
iat in Abuja to make its choice
from the final shortlist of three,
and then announce the appoint-

m The chosen forelf “ * A

lead the Eagles to the 2010 HFA
World Cup finals in South Africa
scheduled for June 11 to July 1e

thatthe interview sessions for all
S e coaches are transparent and
no one on the panelisrooting for

any particular manager.
“We want to be transparent
we want to tell Nigerians
we are not favouring any-
butthatweare fairenough
to give everybody

<qu a1 Chances and show that we
can deliver,” he said.

*
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KamlI's life story set
Ifor the big screen

surer Eaglescaptainandport-
smouth striker Nwankwo « anu
is set to release a book and film
Tabouthis life in September, Bella
Naija, a Nigerian celebrity news
site,.has reported.
Lion Heart: The Kanu Story s
a documentary feature directed
by BBC London-trained Nige-
, rian director Bayo aAwolaja, and
produced by Neil Oyenekan. It is
mxecutive produced by the Port-
smouth forward as well as by
.Lighthouse, IBST Media, World-
wide Management Ltd. and Con-
nect Marketing.
, Kanu was diagnosed with a
| "eartcendition during aroutine
medical at Inter in 1996just after

leading his country to win agold
medal at the Atlanta Olympics.

He was successfully treated
at a clinic in the United States,
gé]_z%bling him to return to foot-

iil

The 33 year-old thereafter set

up the Kanu Heart Foundation
| help African children who
have been diagnosed with heart

defects.

Its not just about Kanu and
bis story, but Lion Heart: The
Kanu Story isafilm with a strong
message that will greatly touch
audiences across the globe,”
said director Awolaja. “Because

it's going‘to be
athree-dimen-
sional doctimert-
tation ofKanu's
story according
to Kanu, his

i fans, and his

< critics too

despite the fact that his role as a

great sportsman is emphasised
the salient themes in the movie

revolve around determination,

overcoming tribulations, tri-
umphing over life-threatening
obstacles and circumstances in
life to soar to 'heights* of iconic
greatness.

“This film isnt just about
Kanu the footballer. We intend
to reveal the Kanu storyWough
interviews with all the world
renowned players, coaches,
administrators.

Also his wife, his childhood
friends, his doctors and those
people that played very impor-
tantroles in his life [will be inter-
viewed].

“Its going to be a three-
dimensional documentation of
Kanu’ story according to Kanu,
his fans, and his critics too - it}
definitely going to be compel-
ling and well-balanced because
we intend to highlight the chal-
lenges hes encountered and how
he overcame them in order to
inspire many young Africans
with his exceptional story of
hope, determination and suc-
cess,’the producers said.

Eagles have more respect
for foreign coaches - Shittu

By David Ngobua & Orkula Shaagee

AS the Nigeria Football Federation contin-
ues its search foreign coaches for the senior
national team, FIFA players licensed agent
John Shittu has said Super Eagles players
have always shown greater respect for expa-
triate coaches, even when such coaches are
not better than their Nigerian counterparts.

Speaking to sportsjournalists yesterday
in Abuja at the Nicon Luxury hotel, Whezrie

Englishman. gy T ;
r "“c™fwed for Eagles job, the football

agent said experiences in the past proved
clearly that the players showed more com-
mitment and dedication when coached by

shown greater
respectfor
expatriate
coaches

a foreign coach.

Shittu noted that under Amodu Shaib
he pJayers s?mply refused tQ adhere 1y<
instructions because he is an indigenous
coach just as he maintained that the coach
himself lacked the professional compe-
tence to instill discipline in the players.

Personally, | believe Amodu is a good

Z T WtP™fe?S10nall> are fewthings
he lacks. May be it is the country. May be’it

is the system. Unfortunately, we believe

UMh in this white c°l°ur thi_ngi(.

hen Berti Vogts came in, | dont thin

he is better than Amodu but at least the
players respected him for one reason or
the other.

1d°nt think the players had a lot
ofrespect for Amodu. 1fyou look at the
team that went to Angola, we have few
decent players there but unfortunately

Shittu stressed that when a team has
a good manager that can instill disci-
pline and confidence in the players
everything works perfectly.

’

whStrK » S pay ,t™te»

Mikel. Péglgfe !(glep @?’r\’é‘ %tehr?eallzé%soég
forward but each time he tries to do so
you see the coach jumping up and he has
to restrict himself to specific instruc-

thTpitch  ~ Part °f the disciPline on

Amodu lacks the capacity to enforce
discipline on the field and in camp so
what are we talking about? And this is
what we need a foreign coach to brine
tous. &

The players agent said out of the
our coaches who are left in the race for

A~ 1Sjob’an>one assigned the respon-
sibility will be able to make a lot of dif-

ference because he will be accord more
respect by the players more than if an
t«tm n°UWscoach were in charge ofthe

SOLAR POWERED
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NOC election: Gara-Gombe
withdraws case against Ndanusa

BYf pavid Ngsbua

FORMER Gombe State Football
A ssociation

Shaibu

Chairman, Alhaji

Gara-Gombe yesterday

withdrew the courtcase he insti-
tuted against the Nigeria Olym -
pics Com m ittee and M inister ot

Sports, Engineer Sani Moham -

med challenging the ministers

eligibility to contest for the presi-

dency of the Nigeria Olympics

Committee.

Speaking to journalists yes-

terday in Abuja,

Gombe said
after due consultation and patri-
otic considerations, he decided
to withdraw the case against the
sports minister and the NO C in
the interest ofthe nation.

“l have decided

ing (yesterday)

this morn-
to withdraw .the
courtcase | instituted againstthe
minister ofsportsand the Nigeria
Olympics Com mittee, NOC.The
decision to withdraw this case is
aproductofaprolonged pressure
Z i consultation. Immediately
after the case was first mentione
incourt, lwas approached sever-
ally and invarious quarters.

Tn this country's udicial sys-

ofthe day,myprayers maynothbe

iori j
granted. At the end oeftthe dday.
either the minister or the NO -
may be found wanting. Now *

issue isthatwe have three imp

expected to be mid-wived by the

I Hesaidhe
did not fight
Ndanusa asa
person but the
Institution

NOC Thecompetitionswill
same:N [}

seriously ifthere
no.doubt

m ,he
the casein courtmustbe

AN ng(td with. f mott, ttthhe coonrdii-

ngt?20n pf igg‘a’ssar ip dtio
n ionFtSige ia S \
]

into consideration .

Ujp caid even as hie is bound
publjc sym?pathy and
Jdation, ifin the end, the

count is embarrassed by any

b io C,such populk-

no,,» Ay

0o ,*thdm w the tee

which he personally instituted
withoutprompting from anyone.
“l am

not bothered by any
comment. Everybody is entitled
to his or her opinion justas lam
entitled to Those people

who have been making such neg-

mine.

ative comments cannot claim to
Ioye Nigerian spgris mare than
dg. Those WRS F85} 59 aogrieved
by my decision to withdraw the
case should take up one of th
numerous cases ofco|ruP P ”

tices in Nigerian sports and con-

ANTTxis case hasbeen in public
domain forso long. I wantto ask
how ofthesepeoplewho ~e today

calling M@ names ever come to

calling me..* ~ th m eV None

He said he did not fight Nda-

N AN~ heTepresents just as

h  maintained that iftomorrow
n ” nister is appointed
n reason forhim to
k j ~ action over anyconten-
A A

hewouldnothesitate

todoso” n

s . that the court case

pp ] d
while rtlast~
obody as far as Niger

ign sports
c A

- js s ix ' 12

ed clearly that

N

LAKE CHAD RESEARCH INSTITUTEjJLCRA”

- HrsWPVAUANUDTIT

| /S:\ccordingly, the following short-listed candidates are he e y
o

State :

1) Assistant Director (Research):
1. Dr. Baba GanaJ. Kahir

2. Jidda MaHan* Bukar

3 Dr. Zakari G.S. Turaki

4, Dr.A.T.S. Bibinu

5. Umeh Gibson Nwabueze (Ph.D)
6 Aishatu Hamza

7. NKeKi Kama! X ,r on\-
2) Chief Research Officer (CRO).
8. Joshua Daudu Kabeh

9 Gambo Joji Shinge '

fO.A3b-->

11. Dr. Ibrahim Abdul -ABU

12. Hamza Sunday Akidarju
13.Lawan Gana Wakil
14.Angarawai Ignatus ljantuku
15.Abdullahi Adamu

16 .Muhammad Abdu

17.Dr. Yahaya Yakubu

18 .Muhammad Bukar Mete_

3) Principal Research Officer (PRO)-
19 .Jesse Silas Mshelsa

20 Ezekiel Y. Waba

21. Muhammad Saleh Gaya

22 .Petef Auta Gwaski

23.Abdullahi Baba Imam

%‘ §earﬁggﬁré§e§a‘rc ac‘éwgg&.‘
25. G"nt Makinta

26.iliya Bagudu Amaza

27 .Alkali Usman Umara

28. Olajide Abraham Olayinka

29 .Ibrahim Shuaibu Alhaji

30.Bukar Saleh

31. Baba Gana Abubakar

5) Research Officer | (RO1).

32. Umaru Musa Adamu

33. Musa Umaru Goiolo

34 .Usman Mailafiya Muhammad
35.Madawaki Bilyaminu

36. Abbas Zannah

37 .Muhammad Mai Jir

38.Bukar Usman

38.Abdallah Awana

40.Rahilaw. Christopher

41 .Nuhu Batangalang

42 Senator Eniola Phillips
43 .Fatimah Goni Ahmad

44 Ta?0U Mutwuoaod-

45 Bukar Alhaji Bukar

46 lbrahim Musa .
47. Mairo Muhammed Danjuma
48.Umara Goni Usman

49. Ibrahim Bukar Galadima
50.Abubakar Bala Askira

51 .Amina K. Dapchi

52. Abbas Milinda Gadzama

53,Dibal Arhyel Wandali

54 ileoma Olusegun Emmanuel
55 Joshua Onyebuchi Ogbanna_
7) Asst. Chief Lab. Technologist.
56. Dingari C. Ndurvwa

57. Adamu Hauwa Shaliangwa
58. Bulama Mustapha .
8) principal Lab. Technologist.
59. Ma'aji Abba Bashir
S0O.John 1 Ogbuka

61 Adamu Danjuma B.
62.YakakaAhmadu Ma'aji

63. Amiga Anthony Ode

64 Muhammad Adamu Gona
9) Senior Lab. Technologist:
65.Hauwa Maina Bukar

66 Okoro Marcellina Chmenye (Mrs.)
67 Edward Wabhirah Philip

68. Anawo Stephen Omanawo

69 Modu Umara Gana

70.Hamidu ishaku Hamma

71 Abubakar Musa

72.Esther Yohanna

10) Laboratory Technologist.

73 Baba Fugu Muhammad

74 .Muhammed Goni

75. Falmata Bukar Busamt

76. Jidda Muhammed Saleh

77 Akuta Anthony

78. MusaSamaila

79.Shettima Abba Kyari

80 Abodunde Yemisi

81 Mustapha Umar Sanda

82 Baba Maia Mustapha

83.Baba Gana Muhammad
84 Aishatu Mustapha
85. Odii Emmanuel

11) Chief Admin Officer (CAO):
86. Paul M Yahaya

87 Baba Gana Shettima

88. Eliya Pius Okoh

89.Madami Baba Gana

90 Gabrie! Sunday

91 Umar Agid

go Rala Mala Jato

4 Bukar Tijjam
. Jidda Abba Tamin

96 EgbinotaY Oyeladun
97. Muhammed Abubakar Dabo
98.Maina Grema
99.Bukar Shettima B.
100. Mala Abba Kyan_ . Falate'r
1%9 Senior Admin Officer (SAO Estate).
101. Bukar Muhammad Tijjam

102. Sadiya Usman

103. Kamule Aihaji Mustapha

104. Kyari A. Mala

188 MERLANET A Abba

107. Yagana Muhammed Dapcni

14) Admin Officer | (Legal):

108. Omigbo John Okwudin

109. Sulayman Kashim

110. Bulama Alhaji Mallam

111. Baba Gana Bukar

112. Maryam Aliyu

113. Sadatu Lami Mu'azu

114. MataMustpaha

115. Aisha Abubakar Sadiq

116. Abubakar Mustapha

117. Fatima Bukar Ashemi

118 Hadiza Grema Mustapha

119. Modu Aji Babagana

120. Nura Bello Wala

15) Admin Officer II:

121. Kyari Alhaji Malla

122 Abubakar Alkali

123. Gujibawa Mustapha Bintube

124. Dagash Mustapha Haruna
125. Muhammed Kagu
126 Baba Gana Shehu

1w [ —
129. Alhaji Bukar Umar

16) Chief Planning Officer:

130. Itodo Dan Obaje

131. Abdul Ben Dada

132 Garba Jummai Samuel

133. Shettima Muhammed Aji

17) Senior Planning Officer:
134. Tijjani Mamman

135. Bukar Sanda

136. KabirAbiso

137. Babale Zanaib G

138. Bature Felicia S.

139. Monday Adama

18) Planning Officer t:

140. Abba Gana Modu

141. Muhammad Musa

142 Baba Gana M. Abatcha
143. Yahaya Aminu

144. Umara A Mustapha
145. Alhaji Audu Muhammad
146. Alhaji Bulama

147 Alhaji Bukar Mustapha
148. Yahaya Hassan Gaya
149. Adejumobi Jacob Adegoke
150. Muhammad Musa Alhajt
19) Chief Accountant:

151. Yau Mai Adamu

152. Mustapha Alhaji Bukar
153. Bassi Hauwa Amos (Mrs.)
154 David Esther (Mrs.)
155. Ahmed Aminu Aliyu

156. Mrs. JanadaA. Mshelia
157. Manga Bakari Muhammad
20) Principal Accountant:
158. Hajja Gana Mai Denbe
159. Rawa Mallam Mustapha
160 Bukar Kuibu Mallam
161. Abbas Muhammad Izge
162. Lawan Gana Agid

21) Senior Accountant:

163. Talatu Babale

Friday, February 26,2010

Nigerian
football is
hopeless
-Williams

W ITH appointmentofaforeign
Itechnical adviser for the Super
Eagles ahead of the World Cup
in South Africauppermostin the

minds of most Nigerians, others |
reckon there is no point discuss-
ling Nigerian football, since ithas |

lbecome abig disappointment.

Former chairman, Nigeria
Football Association, Anthony
Kodjo W illiam s stated in aninter-

view with brilafm .net that it is a
lw aste of time talking about the J
round leather game in Nigeria.

“Ive said alllwantto say about

Nigerian football and I dontwant j

1to talk again. lam notinterested. ,

I've got other things to do than j

I've got better
things to do

than give myseli
heartache about <
Nigerian

football.

Italk aboutNigerian football.

“Its just a waste of time. lve

lgot better things to do than give
m yselfheartache about Nigerian
football. There’sno pointtaUong
labout a mess. It's a total tailure, J

IW illiam s said.

NLANDEXTAMADVIRTISANT: _

1804\MaliTreriaa,
1k65: Pageath Vlmstg pheadaruna”™
22) Accountant I:
166. Akale!. Chinyere

169. Usman Mele

170. Goni Musa

171 Daiyibu Muhammed

172. Felix Gabriel

23) Chief Librarian:

173. Muhammad Yakubu Tong
174. Shehu Auwalu

175. Umar Bulama Yoksa

24) Sfenior Librarian:

176. Yusuf Muhadeen Salthu
177. Yakubu Yunusa

178. Hassan Emmanuel

179 Okakwu Paul s
180. Ahmad Muhammed Girei
181. Zanna Bukar

25) Librarian I

182 Saba Muhammad .
183. Hadiza Muhammed Dan)uma
184 Hussaina Ibrahim

185. Mari Hauwa Muhammad
186. Hadiza Aliyu Abdullahi

187. Alt Gambo

26) Senior Library Officer: .
188. Muhammad Amin Abdullahi
189. Itako Emmanuel

190. Zannah Bukar

191. Bashar Lawan

27) Higher Library Officer.
192. HajjaToma Zanna

193. Ayuba Pindar

194. Ajus Musa Ali Marte

Candidates are advised to come al*g wrth

Candidates will be entertained.

Signed:
Executive Director
Lake Chad Research Institute,
Maiduguri

Ahmadishaglmam
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Mavericks

too strong
for Lakers

I THE Dallas Mavericks over
I came the absence of Caron But-
Iler to beat the the Los Angeles
1Lakers 101-96 on Wednesday
lin a clash of NBA divisional
Hleqders, extending their NBA
winning run to five games.
Butler, akey partofaseven-
layer trade with Washington
I this month, missed the game
[because of a bad reaction to
I medication. Without Butler,
I Dirk Nowitzki and Jason Terry
I picked up the slack by sconng
122 of the Mavericks final 25
[ points. Nowitzki finished with
131 and Terry with 30.
1 Los Angeles’ Kobe Bryant
I scored 20 points and moved
1into 13th place on the career
scoring list. Bryant who passed
I Reggie Miller, has 25,298
| points. . ]
] Bryant missed a 3-pointer
Ithat could have tied it with 25
I seconds left. .
1 in Houston, Dwight
[Howard was 11 for 11 fronUhe
[field and had 30 points and 16
I} reRAvRds 6 Relp BFlande beat

Diokovic, Melzer rally to advance in Dubal

Novak Djokovic rallied past
Ivan Ljubicic 2-6, 6-4 6A)
Thursday to advance at the
Dubai Championships.

Djokovic was down a set
and 4-4 against former fmak
ist Ivan Ljubicic, who had 14
aces. But Djokovic won the
next eight games and will face
Marcos Baghdatis in the semi-
1 *
fina tter losing the first set
comfortably, 1 tried to hold
my serve,” Djokovic said, i
knew that at a certain point
he’s going to miss (a) couple
of first serves, and that was my
chance. *

luraen Melzer overcame
Marin Cilic 7-6 (8) 7-5 to reach
the semifinals: Cilic looked in
control with a 4-1 lead in the
second set but Melzer held
serve and Cilic started making
errors on awindy afternoon”

It marked the first time this
year that Cilic did not_reach
the semifinals. He won titles in
Chennai and Zagreb - includ-
ing a win over Melzer in the
semis. He also made it to his
first Grand Slam semifinals at
the Australian Open.

“Of course, it’s a little bit
disappointing. | think that 1

pomts or ~

could go alittle bit funtieer ghe

. n /\
gvellrgle'lgeh deserv%).!T P

m elzer advanced to his sec

ond e AL RS S hink 1

was a little lucky to hold serve
at 4-1,” be said. “He played

It marked
the first
time this
year that
Cilic did
not reach
the semi-
1als.

really fantastic from when he
just started the match But
after that | mixed it up a little

SA'dstr'fedbette'?"*

* * psart'

N koTi , a ’Igayscafter
£  Andy Murray, was

Rever i fontsntion, pgzinc)

chance opportunities.
breakKmn ~ n&N

i Knew — - -
tie tired after last nights tough
match against Murray, so | just
wanted to make him run a bit,
Youzhny said. “The plan seems
to have worked.

Elsewhere in Acapulco, top-
seeded Venus Williams reached
the quarterfinals of the Mexican
Open, defeating Kaia Kanepi of
Estonia 6-4,6-4.

Fernando Verdasco, the p
seed on the men’ side, advanced
earlier in the day with a.6-4, 6-3
victory against Lukasz Kubot of

Poland.

Beth second-seeded players
also advanced in the clay-court
tournament

Agnes Szavay of Hungary beat
Renata Voracova of the Czech
Republic 7-5, 6-1, and Fernando
Gonzalez of Chile defeated Victor
Hanescu of Romania 7-6 (2), 3t>,
6-1

daily trust
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Zheng lie
upset at
Malaysian Open

CHANG Kai-Chen of Taiwan
I crushed Zheng Jie of China
6-2 6-3 to reach the quarter-
I finals of the Malaysian Open
yesterday.

The "19-year-old sent the
1No. 3 seed packing days after
I No 2 seed LiNawas knocked

out by Germany’s Tatjana
Malek on Monday. Both
Zheng and Li Na reached the
1semifinals of the Australian
Open last month.
Chanelle Scheepers

reached her first WTA quar-
terfinal after defeating Tatjana

| Malek 4-6,6-2,6-3 in the sec-
i ond round. )
The 26-year-old South Alri-
i can was given a scare by Malek
before eventually prevailing in
two hours, 27 minutes.
The first set belonged to
Malek, who had sensationally
I knocked out second-seeded Li

Na _of China in the first round

on Tuesday. The German broke

her opponenttwicebut Scheep-
, ers fought back in the second
i set.
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In Praise of

n history, numbers could be altogether deceptive®
buttheyhad mqre often proved decisive. And

history of Nigeria nowhere had fewness in numbe
proved more decisive in shaping thefuture than
the case of Kwararafa. That indefinable and, forse—
eral centuries, unconquered empire reserved
right and ability to hit, conquer andaimost atwnU destroy
the Hausa States and torment even the greatBo™ P =
Thatsthe way itwaswith Jukuns-long was their reach,
quick their strike, shortlived their victory, and rapid A
retreat. Thatwas how they conquered theNorth. Had they
but turned their attention southwards, thei b»n “  of
villages would have become their vassal, and the citi
the Yoruba race would have been their tnb® reéw
been latched, no army could have stopped a Kwara

nfcytrEysa»ttheyc, ,<1,e,d-bu,,hr * y:
went away, galloping, bidding bye, saying,

name that has stuck in Kano as a permanent testimony to
their temporary over-lordship. The Jukun were

hold onto the vast territories they easily subdued.. , vy
always relied on coming back next time.

But when next they came after independence, it wa
not with a cavalry or in great members. Only onepers
came—General Theophdus Yakubu Da,,,um. the About.
of Wukari. Instead of coming, they gave the nation the
own son. And wasnt it only fitting and proper Ifodasa
of such martial ancestry should become the mostfamous

fighting man of the nation, the most celebrated Ch
Army staffthat Nigeria had ever had?

And just as the Jukuns had in the past conjeredthe

nation with force of arms, General Danjumahast Y
conquered the same territory with force of
the last few years, General Danjuma had spent almost
billion Naira to help fight and win an election mwh.chhe
thought the salvation ofthenation ay;andhe budtand ga
away a complete teaching hospital to Naskrawa State Un
verity;and funded an extensive intervention prog™ ™ ™
in education, healthcare and poverty allegation. HisTarge y
unadvertised liberality to religious causes was even mo
extensive and longer-lasting. But last week he did
mate-he gave away the princely alms of 15billio* Naira
charity to the nation’ poor.

The whole nation applauded, marveling at the nobihtyo”
mind thatcould partwith such
that could only have sprung from the kind ot contenune
that corrupt riches couldn’t give then owner

Buta few sneered, asking where the Genera gotalltha
money from, conveniently ignoring the fact that he: had
himself given the answer while announc.ngtheunpr”e
edented philanthropic act. He mentioned the sal
of his assets-an oil bloc-that fetched him $2°5b t o
Those who sneered could perhaps pick their qu
system that issued oil blocs, but they could notm Jhon”
esty pick one with the person who, ofall the plutocrats

th
established moneyed classes and the nouveau riches had
made the best use of it. Min a

Doubtless, the possession of stupendous wealth a »a
prebendal nation of thieving elite could make: one: loo
almostlike a suspect. But we were aUawareithat.during
regime of General Murtala Mohammed something like a
probity peer-reviewed mechanism was m place to ¢
on and keep members of the Supreme Military Council

m 1After Murtala’sdeath, it was General Danjuma and one
or two otherswho kept the standard intact, at oneTime evem
having to check the corrupt prochvities of then Head
State General Olusegun Obasanjo And today to the sneei-
ers he has become the victim of that suspicion, envy and
general pessimism: and, in this General Danjuma isa typical
example ofa person becoming avictim ofhis own succe «
Butthe truth isthat, in Nigeria, with er withoutanod W ¢
anyone with half ofhis influence, a third ofl n S
and a quarter ofhis hard work, could have amassed
pies ofwhat General Danjuma today owns.
Meanwhile, as General Danjuma was giving aw y
billions, atext message was making the rounds extolling his
act, and unfavourably comparing the billions he had given

the Abonta

jwayw lhthe~"* “~ o n Naha, thatis, less than 0.05
rcent fwW the General gave away, to help the victims

AN

The text ended by listing Muslim
t ts and asking where they were and where their own
p n what a great irony it would have been had
General Danfumaturned his attention to that matter ofthe
A beaten the Muslim plutocrats even at that!

perhaps Richard South had General Danjuma in mind

A P, ]ftherebemy truer measure ofaman than

b whathecioes; it mustbe by what he gives;”because as has
) asthe isemptied, so isthe hearthUed-and
A numerous arf the lives that are thus touched and
A that are litup! General Danjuma can be favour-

abl mRasured on both scales; because he does everything
Ny seriousness> and he has now given what no one in the

0,, *e rra.io.al condi-.

tion the details of which This Day misreported, and which
tto” Mohammed Haruna tried to correct one

elder noted the hyper-enthusiasm of one of the members

» Dressina the pre-eminence of General Danjuma, and, in
effort tO doUse it, he caUed on the member to appreciate
that there were many others who would argue in
Erection with validity and equal passion The
S”A~SuSantly accepled.clearlyup.e. bu, trying hard
u that anybody could fail to see what he had
musthave been delighted that

» N NN

It certainly stands in no need for demonstrating that
General Danjuma is a first-class patriot, an utterly selfless
Genen” Ao~ nrufe M A 0On

several, real life-threatening occasions; who, while himsel
remainin,, in the background in self-denial, had made and
presidents for the country, an officer whose word is
A whomyou always knew where you stood
Haruna said many nameswere mentioned at that
it ended w)th the clear understanding that the
gn unless he rejected, which he
choice should have been obvious because none of
mentioned could have regarded competition to him;
secondly, he better than anyone of them, would have
ided ~ degree of firmness required by the occasion,
His anolitical stance, his avoidance-of office, his decision
everythingwould seem to have made
AtJieideal choice thatwouldnt threaten anybodys, but
everybody s, interest.
A nQ office_seeking opportunity; it was a mis-
natlonal salvation, as we saw it: a situation with a
president dearly at his wit’s end, surrounded
A unJ ding array Df overbearing, scheming godfathers
Y oq\-t}\rot/rlers. It would otherwise have been an insult

me "
N
N

N

and g presidency to General Danjuma-, because
N orthat office.
high » A for A office is being a Northerner,
q qualified for itthan General Danjuma,;
LLENVAN AN N AN

N orfO Ttod*eoi*h«ehe fafi«t
among non-equals. And if Northern-ness were a spiritual

A thfrhood goanjuma would be a canonized saint while
0j those who reckoned themselves so would belong

Y of irredeemable sinners, slouching it out, as it
A A 3sslough of Despond,
n N remarkable and indicative of the stuff he
A A General Danjuma would be chosen by our
NN P P NN d

would have produced a
christian,christian ticket, not Ion%after a crisis that had
i flamed rellgious passions across the country?
the end, it was the elder at the meeting who, m
A delivered the clincher when he said, The
General Danjuma is that both those
g ~ " andthosewho dislike him believe he isavery
erson; and they wiU see seriousness in anything in
which | see his hand.” And that type of seriousness was
Nigeria needed but had always lacked. In the end this
nation sbould be commiserated with that ithas not had the
fortune of being under his presidency, not just vice-

p </

. i . o te *Xr Office- 20 P. O W_Mafemi Crescent, Off Solomon Lar
Printed and published by Media Trust Nigeria Limited Corporate O fh* 7

Way Utako District, Abuja. Tel; 09 - 6726241, 6715

37 A £ Ekukinam street, Opp. ABC

rp Labour House), Agidingbi - Ikeja, Tel: 01-4925145,

Friday, February %

SPORTS

Rf]

PORTSMOUTH manager Avram Grant
Black Friday: Kanu's PC
to ao into administration

ortsmouth will
be docked nine
points on Fri-
day when they

latest blow afl t
firms their releg
the Champions!

However, t

become the first PreRfight note is t

League club to be putin
administration.

The cash-strapped
club which has two
Nigeria internationals,
Nwankwo Kanu and
John Utaka on their
payroll, have endured a
nightmare season on and
off the pitch - and this

[osEPHYobo

Yobo, Yakubu

are expected |
going bust.
Pompey ow
ram Chainrai
fellow investc
been in Lond
tinuing talks \
resentatives ol
ferent groups
in buying rfie _

refused

permission to fly to PC

verton defender Joseph Yobo ¢
mate and fellow-countrymai
Yakubuwere refused permissi

the rest of their club squad td
Wednesday evening, according to arep

Dai_lly Mirror.
h

e Toffees face Sporting CP in List

night in the second leg oftheir Europa
The two Nigerians were apparently
mission to fly because officials were i

their documents.

However, the péir later flew out t
flightvia Amsterdam with Everton fan
are not said to be concerned about the
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