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Jos crisis: Police uncover 
plot to attack villages

Yar'adua: Jonathan 
is Acting President

By AbdulFattah Olajide & Mohammed S. Shehu

TWENTY four hours after President 
Umaru Yar aduas statement referring to 
Dr. Goodluck Jonathan as “Vice Presi­
dent” unleashed a storm of controversy, 
the ailing President reversed course yes­
terday and recognized his deputy as the 
Acting President and Commander-in- 
Chief. Yar’adua’s statement on Tuesday 
was widely interpreted to mean he did 
not recognize the National Assembly’s 
resolution earlier this m onth which rec­
ognized Jonathan as Acting President 
even though Yar’adua never transmitted 
to the Assembly’s leaders 
a medical vacation letter, 
as required by Section 145 
of the Constitution.

The sharp about- 
turn  was conveyed by 
Yar aduas Special Adviser 
on Media and Publicity 
Olusegun Adeniyi, who 
spoke to reporters at the 
Presidential Villa, Abuja.
He said Tuesdays state­
ment, in which Yar’adua said “the Vice 
President should continue to oversee the 
affairs” of government until the president 
fully recovers from his ailment, “was very 
clear and that the Acting President would 
continue to run the affairs of the nation as 
the Commander-in-Chief until the presi­
dent is fit to takeover.” Adeniyi added, 
“That remains the situation as far as I am 
concerned, and as far as the president is 
concerned.”

Asked what happens to Yar’adua’s aides 
like himself, he said, “We run one Presi-
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dency and the Acting President has already 
called for a meeting and I believe the meet­
ing will hold tomorrow to brief us on how 
things will go and how he will run the Presi­
dency and everybody is included, especially 
those who just returned from Saudi Arabia. 
So, its just one Presidency and we are all 
under Dr. Jonathan now as the Acting'Pres- 
ident and Commander-in-Chief until the 
president returns to office fully.”

Adeniyi said despite the purported 
altercation between Yar aduas loyalists and 
those said to be loyal to Jonathan, the rela­
tionship remained cordial. “The relation­
ship between them is very cordial. I know 

for a fact that when the 
president was in Saudi 
Arabia, medical report of 
the president was being 
sent to the Acting Presi­
dent on the instruction 
of the President. The last 
one was last Friday when 
Dr. Salisu, the President’s 
Chief Physician, sent 
to the Acting President 
through the ambassador 

a forwarding letter. I was copied, I have a 
copy of the medical report on the president’s 
health and if you read the letter sent by the 
president, he addressed Dr. Jonathan as the 
Acting President.

“They have always had a cordial relation­
ship and I also know for a fact that several 
times in the council when the president was 
presiding, he always said it that anytime he 
is not around no memo should wait for him, 
that they should go to the acting president- 
-then the VP— and also when there was 
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Jonathan should give way 
to Yar'adua -  Monguno
From Sharafa Dauda & Yahaya Ibrahim, 
Maiduguri

FORMER Petroleum Minister 
and elder statesman, Dr. Shiettima 
Ali Monguno, has said the return 
of President Umaru Yar’adua

should not create any confusion 
because his return means auto­
matic takeover of presidential 
powers since he owns the man­
date as the duly elected president 
in the first place.

Monguno who was reacting

yesterday in Maiduguri on the 
situation said, “Fqr me, the whole 
thing is crystal clear. It is like when 
the Hausa people say, “Ran da mai 
gado ya so gadon sa, mai tabirma 
sai ya nada,” literally meaning, 
“When the rightful owner requires

to use his property, then the occu­
pant should naturally relinquish 
that property”.

He said since President 
Yar’adua had already issued a 
press statement through his Spe­
cial Assistant on Media and Pub­

licity, Mr. Olusegun Adeniyi, 
showing gratitude to Nigerians for 
their prayers, the National Assem­
bly and elders of the nation, he 
should be allowed to take charge 
of his rightful place while the rep­
resentative should give way.

picnan Yar'adua's return puts Nigeria 
in dile m m a  -  Ago ro
From Yemi Bamidele, Ibadan

FORMER presidential candidate 
of the National Action Council 
(NAC) Dr. Olapade Agoro has 
said that the sudden arrival into 
the country of the ailing President 
Umaru Musa Yar’adua would put 
Nigeria in a political dilemma if 
the situation is not properly han­
dled.

Speaking with newsmen in 
Ibadan yesterday, Agoro said for 
the polity not to be heated up 
unnecessarily, Acting President 
Jonathan Goodluck should be 
ready to ease himself back to the 
Vice-Presidency and work with 
Yar’adua with cooperation and 
loyalty like before.

Agoro who described the 
present scenario as a test case for 
the national polity, maintained 
that Nigeria had never experi­
enced this kind of situation in

her political history. He therefore 
called on the country’s political 
leaders, especially those at the 
National Assembly, to quickly 
step into action in order to avert 
an impending political doom.

Agoro declared: “No doubt, 
the sudden emergence of Presi­
dent Yar’ adua has changed the 
political equations that were 
being worked out by Acting 
President Jonathan Goodluck 
and those who wanted Yar’adua 
impeached. The next few days 
will be too dangerous a political 
situation to be toyed with because 
of the perceived disaffection that 
had been created among some 
members of the Federal Executive 
Council (FEC) by the absence of 
President Yar’adua and the mak­
ing of Jonathan as Acting Presi­
dent.”

Jallo: Obasanjo caused constitutional crisis
From Ibraheem Musa, Kaduna

THE current constitutional crisis the nation is 
facing was caused by former President Oluse­
gun Obasanjo who unilaterally handpicked 
Alhaji Umaru Yar adua to become the PDP 
presidential flag bearer in spite of his ill- 
health, Alhaji Hassan Jallo, a political associ­
ate of ex military President Ibrahim Babangida 
said yesterday.

Addressing newsmen in Kaduna, the law­
yer turned politician recalled that Yar adua 
collapsed during the presidential election 
campaigns and had to be rushed to a German 
hospital.

“In a good country, the party should have

changed him because right from day one, we 
all knew that Umaru cannot rule this coun­
try,' ' Jallo said. However, Obasanjo insisted 
on fielding him, he added. According to Jallo, 
even as governor of Katsina State, Yaradua 
spent over three months in a German hospital 
and everyone knew that he was sick. Jallo who 
is a member of the PDP, also accused his party 
of being the problem of Nigeria because it lacks 
internal democracy.

“The PDP is just doing what it likes. The 
leaders just select candidates and say everyone 
should vote for him and that is why we are in 
a mess", he added.

Jallo said that nothing had changed since 
Yar adua assumed the presidency about three

years ago, adding that the president’s policy 
was merely on paper.

“Nigerians have been complaining that 
since Umaru left for treatment nothing has 
been happening in Nigeria and I tend to ask 
this question, since Umaru was elected in 
2007, what has changed in Nigeria?

Although Jallo said Yar adua remains the 
president of the country following his arrival 
on Wednesday, he noted that he is not capable 
of ruling the country. He warned the PDP not 
to contemplate fielding him in 2011 because 
voters will reject the party at the polls. Jallo 
said not even the party’s rigging machinery 
would bring it to victory if Yar adua is put on 
the ballot.

Yar'adua remains president -  Aliyu Umar
From Ibraheem Musa, Kaduna

BARRISTER Aliyu Umaru, former Solicitor 
General of Kaduna State said in Kaduna yes­
terday that Yar adua remained the president 
of Nigeria as the National Assembly’s decla­
ration that made Jonathan Acting President 
was unconstitutional from the beginning.

He said Section 145 is very clear on how 
an Acting President can emerge.

Umaru who is now in private practice, 
said what is happening shows that the ruling 
party has lost control. He advised the presi­
dent’s men to subjugate personal interest to 
higher national interest, adding that they 
should learn lessons from what happened in

Niger Republic. According to him, elections 
are just a year away and the country cannot 
continue this way and expect to conduct 
credible elections in 2011. The lawyer said 
the events of the recent past had seriously 
strained the nation’s civil rule, adding that 
they are not good in nurturing our democ­
racy.

Manner of return cause for deep concern-Keyamo
From Adenlanwa Bamgboye, Lagos

LAGOS lawyer, Mr. Festus 
Keyamo, has said the return 
of President Yar’adua to the 
country reportedly in an air

ambulance is a matter that 
calls for deep concern among 
Nigerians.

Keyamo said in Lagos 
yesterday that the obvious 
reason for the hurried return

when it was clear that he had 
not fully recovered, was to 
create an atmosphere that 
would make it impossible for 
Goodluck Jonathan to effec­
tively take charge of affairs

of state, and make a cabal to 
continue to run the country 
by proxy.

This according to him, 
is because even when it had 
been said that Jonathan

would continue to run the 
government, the presence of 
the ailing president around 
him would be enough to 
distabilisehimandmakehim 
unstable in his decisions.

'President's 
return is 
politically- 
motivated'
From Isiaka Wakili, Lokoja

THE Kogi State Chairman of the 
Nigerian Bar Association and 
the Director, Centre for Human 
Rights and Conflict Resolution 
Messrs Williams Aliwo and Idris 
Malik have described Presi­
dent Yar’adua’s arrival as politi­
cally motivated. In separate 
chats with newsmen yesterday 
in Lokoja, they said the presi­
dent’s return was an attempt to 
pre-empt the confirmation of 
Goodluck Jonathan as Acting 
President.

According to them, if the 
president’s arrival was devoid of 
any political interest, Nigerians 
have every cause to thank God 
AlrrTighty for his recovery and 
return.

They, however, called 
on the president to address 
Nigerians and put to rest, any 
rumour of his being “bundled” 
into the country for political 
reasons which they said would 
not do him any good, calling 
on political office holders not 
to allow their personal inter­
ests to override the interest 
the country.
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Uncertainty surrounds
Nigeria, says Mark

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar & Turaki 
A. Hassan

t h e  country’s political land­
scape is currently surrounded by 
uncertainty and difficulties, Sen­
ate President David Mark said 
yesterday.

In a goodwill message to Mus­
lims on the occasion of Eid il- 
Maulud, Mark said the present 
situation in the country calls for 
all stakeholders to eschew senti 
ment and sectional bigotry to sal­

vage the country s democracy.
Mark implored Muslims to 

emulate the virtue of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad by being 
their brothers’ keeper at all times.

This period of uncertainty 
calls for prayers and expression 
of genuine love to one another 
irrespective of different religious 
or political leanings,” he said.

He said the present situation 
in the country calls for “genuine 
patriotism, loyalty to our Father­
land and upholding the sanctity of

brotherhood, because no one or 
group interest should be allowed 
to over ride the interest of the 
Nation.” ......... ..

Mark enjoined Nigerians, 
especially, the political class to 
demonstrate full loyalty and 
allegiance to the Nigerian State 
because we have no other place 

or country to call ours.”
I appreciate the concern of 

all Nigerians at this, moment of 
our history. I am aware of the 
various challenges, but I am con­

vinced that this situation would 
be resolved in the best interest of 
the Nation,” he added.

The Senate President urged 
Nigerians, particularly Muslim-,, 
to use the period of Eid il-Maulud 
to pray for the speedy recovery of 
President Umaru Musa Yar’adua 
from his illness.

He praised Nigerians for their 
patience and commitment to 
nationhood during these diffi­
cult times and asked them not to 
relent on their oars.

TOP government officials last night 
held a close-door meeting at the 
United States embassy in Abuja with 
Ambassador Robin Renee Sanders.

The Secretary to the Govern­
ment of the Federation Mahmud 
Yayale Ahmed and Minister of Jus­
tice Adetokunbo Kayode were at 
the residence of the ambassador to

attend US national day celebration.
But shortly after Sanders speech,

the three of them went inside the 
ambassador’s residence and met 
for about ten minutes before they 
emerged and left. Sanders then 
rejoined the rest of the guest in the 
celebration.

It was not clear what they dis­
cussed but observers belief it may 
not be unconnected with the cur-

Yar'adua's mum 
nappy son is back

BvAbdulmirtallih A

rent situation in the country follow­
ing Yar’aduas return to the country 
after three months medical sojourn 
in Saudi Arabia.

In an interview with the press, 
the ambassador said that there is 
lack of transparency in the way the 
president came into the country, 
adding that it is undemocratic for 
Nigerians not to know tAe condi­
tion of their president.

In her remarks she said Nigeria 
laces one of its most uncertain times 
as it enters the 50 years of its inde­
pendence.

On the 2011 election, Sanders 
said Nigeria should be able to hold 
transparent and credible elections 
in 2011 or earlier, keeping in mind 
t at democracies do not always get 
everything right but the point is they 
strive to do so.

By Abdulmutallib A. Abubakar

r hf  ° f  thC ailing President. Hajiya Dada Yar adua, yesterday expressed happi­
n g  over the return of President Umar u 
Yar adua into the country.

She said she hopes that he will continue 
eXe“ ghlS daiJy responsibilities.

Well wishers have been trooping to Hajiya 
Dadas residence in Katsina State to rejoice

with her over Yar’adua’s return from the 
Saudi hospital. Hajiya Dada, in a brief inter­
view with Voice of Ameriga Hausa Service 
monitored in Abuja, said she was delighted 
with the President Yar’aduas return after
E E S ? ,rea,m» t “» h« Kingdom

She appreciated the concern people have 
been showing to the family since his three 
months absence.

Bugaje: We doubt 
Var adua's return
Rif A i  I ■

FG  dismisses US 
fears over Nigeria
By Abdulmutallib A. Abubakar

MINISTER of State for Informa­
tion and Communications Alhaji 
Aliyu Ikra Bilbis yesterday said 
the return of President Umaru 
Musa Yar’adua would not desta­
bilize the country.

He was responding to the 
fears expressed by the United 
States Asssistant Secretary of 
State on Africa Jonnie Carson that 
Yar adua may not be able to dis­
charge the function of his office.

The minister said nobody can 
be more concerned and patriotic 
about the progress Nigeria more 
than Nigerians.

He said the comment by Car­
son is baseless.

Mr. Carson said he wished 
the return of President Yar’adua 
is not an effort by his allies to 
upset Nigeria’s stability and cre­
ate uncertainty in the democratic 
process, adding that Nigeria 
needs strong, healthy and effec­
tive leaders.

Bilis to Radio France Interna­
tional Hausa Service that “Nigeria 
experienced and solved more dif­
ficult national issues than what is 
at stake and by the grace of God 
we will solve the problem of this 
country internally in an amicable 

I manner”.

I Yar'adua's return 
further confuses 
Nigerians, says CNPP
By Abbas Jimoh

THE Conference of Nigeria Polit­
ical Parties (CNPP) has expressed 
concerns over the leadership cri­
sis that the return of ailing Presi­
dent Umaru Yar’adua is almost 
plunging Nigeria into chaos.

The group said the way and 
manner Yar adua was smuggled 
mto the country under the'cover 
of darkness is a threat to the exist­
ence of the nation.

Chairman, Alhaji 
Abdulkadir Balarabe Musa, said 
yesterday in Abuja that, “If the 
president has truly recovered
Nigerians should have been given
the opportunity to come out en- 
masse to receive him because the 
people who were urged to pray for 
him should also have the chance 
to thank God on his behalf. The 
confusion in the land is growing 
because of the series of illegalities
perpetrated by all arms of govern- '
ment in the past three months.”

By Abdulmutallib A. Abubakar

THE National Secretary 
of the Action Congress 
Usman Bugaje yesterday 
dismissed reports that 
President Umaru Musa 
Yar adua has returned 
to this country. He said 
the fact that nobody has 
sighted the president has

put a lie to the claims that 
he is back. Bugaje, who 
attended the meeting of 
the National Democratic 
Movement held in Abuja, 
said President Yar’adua 
is no longer strong and 
healthy to pilot the affairs 
of this nation even if 
returns to the country.
I haye not seen him

(Yar’adua). I have not seen
anybody who said that 
he saw President Umar 
Musa Yar adua,” Bugaje 
told BBC Hausa Service. 
He challenged those who 
are saying that Yar’adua 
is back that they should 
show him to the people of 
Nigeria if he is really in the 
country.
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Boko Haram killings: 17 
video-taped cops nabbed
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From Isa Umar Gusau and Yahaya 
Ibrahim, Maiduguri

SEVENTEEN policemen who 
appeared in the video footage 
aired on Al Jazeera Television 
executing unarm ed people dur­
ing and after the  Boko Haram 
crisis last year in Maiduguri have 
been arrested.
 , -'Nv-----

The arrest was said to have 
been effected on the orders of 
the Inspector General of police 
Mr Ogbonna Onovo.

Acting Police Public Rela­
tions Officer at the Force Head­
quarters in Abuja, CSP Yemi 
Ajayi, told Daily Trust that he 
could not confirm the arrest.

News of the arrest followed 
pressure on the police following

the broadcast.
The Federal Government 

ordered investigations while 
the House of Representatives 
directed a committee to probe 
the killings.

The 17 policemen who 
appeared in the footage were said 
to have been picked and moved 
from the Borno police headquar­
ters in M aiduguri to the police

Force Headquarters in Abuja for 
interrogation.

They were secretly moved 
on Tuesday while others were 
still being trailed as at yesterday, 
Daily Trust learnt.

Â : the Borno police head­
quarters yesterday, the Commis­
sioner of Police Ibrahim  Abdu 
was said to have traveled to 
Abuja. It was unclear if the trip

was in connection with the arrest.
When contacted on phone, the 

commissioner asked out reporter 
to direct any enquiries to the force 
headquarters in Abuja.

The CP had weeks ago, while 
reacting to enquiries when the 
footage was first aired, told jour­
nalists that he was yet to see it and 
that he was not the CP when the 
crisis erupted.

Senate 
blames 
Tandja for 
Niger's coup
By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar & Turaki 
A. Hassan

OUSTED Nigerien President 
Mamadou Tandja was responsi­
ble for the recent military coup 
in the uranium rich West African 
nation, Senate said yesterday.

The resolution was reached 
after lawmakers debated and sub­
sequently passed a motion spon­
sored by Senator Anthony Manzo 
(PDP, Taraba) and 30 others on 
the recent over throw of govern­
ment by a group of young military 
officers in the country.

After a heated debate, Senate 
resolved to condemn “All uncon- 
stitutioharand" unlawful'change 
of government including Presi­
dent Mamadou Tandja’s attempt 
to perpetuate himself in power.” 

The Senators also urged the 
military junta to come out with 
a definite date for returning 
the country to a democratically 
elected government.

Maulud:
Leaders tasked 
on accountability
By Abbas Jimoh

THE Muslim Rights Concern 
(MURIC) yesterday in Abuja 
enjoined leaders at all strata of the 
society to emulate the exemplary 
live style of Prophet Muhammad 
to install probity and accountabil­
ity in governance.

Director of the group Dr. Is­
haq Akintola said in his Maulud 
Nabiyy Nigerians should stop 
creating artificial disasters like 
religious intolerance, ethnic jin ­
goism, political thuggery and 
hooliganism among other vices, 
with their own hands.

“We seize this opportunity 
to felicitate with fellow Mus­
lims around the country and all 
Nigerians in general.. We thank 
Almighty Allah for singling out 
our dear country for special 
favours. Nigerians must note that 
this country has cheated death 
and ruination several times,” he 
said.

Students protest fee raise at American varsity
From Abdullahi Tasiu Abubakar,

Yola

STUDENTS of the American 
University of Nigeria in Yola 
yesterday staged a peaceful pro­
test over the institutions plan to 
increase school fees by over 30 
per cent.

- Sources told Daily Trust that 
the university, founded by former 
Vice President Atiku Abubakar, 
has announced plans to increase 
the fees by 31.7 per cent with 
effect from September this year. 
The increase would mean that 
the annual fee of about N2 m il­

lion per student would jum p to 
N2.6 million.

But hundreds of students 
walked peacefully to the office of 
the interim president of the insti­
tution yesterday to express their 
displeasure over the planned 
increase.

“We are not happy with the 
plan to increase the fees, and 
many of us gathered in front of 
the president’s office to say so. It 
was a peaceful demonstration; 
and we have now returned to 
our norm al activities,” one stu­
dent told Daily Trust yesterday 
evening.

The Interim President of the 
University Bettina Espe con­
firmed the story. She said the stu­
dents conducted “peaceful con­
gregation” to protest the planned 
increase for school fees.

She said the university 
decided on the increase to reduce 
ttie level of subsidy being pro­
vided to students.

She said the current annual 
rate of N2 million per student 
covers only 45 per cent of the 
actual cost of services the un i­
versity offers to each student, 
while the university provides 55 
per cent subsidy.

According to her, rising cost ot 
items and services as well as a plan 
to provide addition services to the 
students also made it necessary for 
the university to increase the fees.

She said the university wel­
comed a peaceful protest from the 
students, but did not say whether 
yesterday’s protest would lead to 
the withdrawal of the planned 
increase.

University officials said the 
university offers American stand­
ard education to students and 
the fees cover for tuition, laptop, 
unlimited access to internet serv­
ice and other educational services.

Jos crisis: Police uncover plot to attack villages
THE Inspector-General of 
Police Mr Ogbonna Onovo said 
in Abuja yesterdaythat the force 
had uncovered plots to attack 
some remote villages in Jos.

The IG, who stated this while 
meeting with police chiefs across 
the country, said the police were 
prepared to bring lasting peace

to Plateau State.
“We are aware that some 

youths are now engaged in gue­
rilla war tactics to attack remote 
villages. That one will be taken 
care of so that we bring peace to 
Plateau state,” Onovo said.

According to him , the Jos 
crisis will serve as a wakeup

call to the Criminal Intelligence 
Bureau in particular and the 
Nigeria Police Force in general.

. Onovo said there were 
reported cases yet to be resolved 
and called on the commissioners 
of police to rise to the challenge 
of investigating not only cases 
of “movers and shakers” of the

society, but also those of ordi­
nary victims.

He also w arned that any 
com m issioner who failed to 
respond to a complaint or peti­
tion within seven days of request 
by the force headquarters would 
be queried.

(NAN)
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express fear
By Abbas Jimoh

THE Congress for Progressive 
Change (CPC) and the Right 
Monitoring Group (RMG) have 
expressed apprehension over 
unfolding events heralding 
the return of President Umaru 
Yaradua. The CPC said that 
Yaraduas return springs more 
surprises and anxiety which is not 
nealthy enough for the country.

National Publicity Secretary 
of the party Aghanya Dennis told 
Daily Trust that it is disturbing 
the Yaraduas deputy and Acting 
President Goodluck Jonathan is 
unaware of Yar’aduas return.

Our fear is that democracy 
is still being threatened by the 
unfolding events, why did those 
keeping the president away from 
Nigerians allowed the 6-man FEC 
team to waste tax payers’ money 
to Saudi Arabia when theyknew 
the president is coming back? This 
shows that President Yar’adua’s 
family did not consult with the 
presidency or Jonathan that the 
president is coming back, this is 
not good for the country,” Agh­
anya said.

The Right Monitoring Group 
(RMG) said Nigeria is bigger than 
any individual and the way the 
president’s return was handled 
is nothing short of mockery of 
Nigerians. The group’s National 
Coordinator Olufemi Aduwo said 
yesterday in Abuja that the best 
option is for the Senate to com-

i r v - i -.1______

In Abuja yesterday. let Gabriel Igbinedion,

against President Yar adua to avoi< 
the country plunging into crisis.

Saudis join
Nigerians to rejoice
Yar'adua's return
By Aisha Umar Agaie

SAUDI Arabian Charge d Affairs, 
Jalal Hassan O. Almograby has 
said that Saudi authorities join 

- —S yrians to rejoice on the return 
after s t a ^ g ^ Y h r ^ o M H f r  
Jeddah Hospital to receive treat­
ment.

In an interview with Daily 
Trust at the embassy yesterday in 
Abuja he stated that “it is the wish 
of Saudi authority that Yar’adua 
return to Nigeria healthy and we 
pray for him to be in good health 
and perform his duty success­
fully . He emphasised that Saudi 
government does not have a hand 
in hiding information on the 
condition of health of President 
Yar’adua.

He said going to Saudi Arabia 
tor medical is open to the world 
and the moment a patient fulfils 
the medical requirement, the 
embassy will grant the patient 
medical visa to travel to Saudi 
Arabia for treatment which is 
normal to all Saudi embassies all 
over the world.

He added that the relation­
ship between Nigeria and Saudi 
Arabia is a long time relationship 
since independence and it could
f  w f-d tD the larSe population or Muslims in Nigeria.

Nnamani group warns
against military intervention

By Muideen Olaniyi . j j  ,

,h .* ? .!d ”/ . r " ' " lnA.b^ o n  against Jonathan in thp Vi,,*
SENATOR Ken Nnamani-led 
Good Governance Group (3G) 
yesterday warned against any 
attempt by the military to inter­
vene in the current constitutional 
crisis created by the return of 
ailing President Umaru Musa 
Yaradua.

Mr Salihu Lukman, who

addressed newsmen in Abuja on 
the state of the nation, berated 
the manner in which President 
Yaradua was brought to the coun­
try without proper clearance with 
the Acting President Goodluck 
Jonathan who is still the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Armed 
Forces.

The group said the various 
reported acts of intimidation

against Jonathan in the Villa, 
posed serious threat to stability 
and national unity, saying no to 
Illegal Exercise of Presidential 
Power’. *

It said those impeding the 
effective exercise of executive 
powers by the Acting President 
Jonathan are violating the consti­
tution and will be made to answer 
to their treasonable acts.

v n a th c m  13 A c tin g  eVaciHpn t
n t in i lA f i  f r n m  _  _  m — -

Nigerian people will not 
accept any military solution to a 
crisis contrived by those who do 
not want to lose power because 
they are afraid of being made to 
account for their misdeeds,” the 
group said.

We will continue to mobilize 
Nigerians to insist on respect for 
the constitution, especially Sec­
tion 1 of the Constitution.

Continued from page 1

tion between ministers and min­
ister of state, he mentioned the 
kind of cordial relationship he had 
with Dr. Goodluck Jonathan then 
as his vice president. So, as far as 
I am concerned, they had a very 
cordial relationship.”

On the reports that Jonathan 
was billed to take orders from 
First Lady Hajiya Turai Yar’adua, 
Adeniyi said though he was not 
at the meeting where Jonathan 
briefed ministers, he however dis­
missed the report. He said, “If you 
ask anybody who was at the meet­
ing, he or she will tell you that 
what you have there in the press 
is not what actually happened I 
was not actually there, I was doing 
something in the office and before 
I got there, the meeting was over.

Yes, the president has arrived, 
he [Jonathan] has not seen him 
he suggested that when he sees the

First Lady is just a matter of cour­
tesy, that he will call pn the first 
family, he will see the first lady 
and then the president. So when 
you hear that Turai is in charge, 
Turai takes over, all those things 
are not correct.

“It’s been very unfair to the 
First Lady at the time she is nurs­
ing her husband. So there is no 
such thing and you don’t expect 
the Acting President to report to 
the First Lady. It is abnormal and 
it won’t happen. What the Act­
ing President actually said that 
he was going to see the first lady 
and ask about the husband, that 
is the President, and probably see 
him. To me it is a normal situa­
tion, which I believe is the natural 
thing to do.”

Hours before Yar’adua’s office 
made the about-turn, Informa­
tion and Communications Min­
ister Dora Akunyili told Reuters 
that Jonathan remained the coun-

try’s acting head of state until the 
National Assembly reverses a 
resolution giving him the presi­
dents executive powers. She said 
He cannot go back to Vice Presi­

dent until the National Assem­
bly reverses their resolution that 
made him acting president, which 
was even supported by the Fed­
eral Executive Council and more 
importantly by most Nigerians.”

As it happened, the planned 
meeting between Acting Presi­
dent Goodluck Jonathan and the 
First Lady Hajiya Turai Yar’adua 
did not hold on Wednesday 
evening, Daily Trust gathered last 
night.

A reliable Presidency source 
told Daily Trust that when the 
acting president sent his aides to 
President Umaru Musa Yar adua’s 
residence located in the Aso Rock 
Villa, Abuja, to meet with the First 
Lady and arrange the meeting, 
they were told that she was not

available.
Jonathan had told ministers 

at a meeting Wednesday that he 
would meet Hajiya Turai later 
that evening to get a briefing on 
Yar aduas health. According to the 
source who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, “around 7.00pm yes­
terday (Wednesday), when the 
team went to the president’s resi­
dence, the first lady was not ready 
to come down for any meeting, so 
Jonathans aides went back to their 
boss to report the situation. It was 
then that the meeting was put off.” 

The source added, “What the 
acting president wanted to do is to 
welcome her back and get briefing 
on the president’s health from her 
He also wanted to she w solidarity 
with the family and to make her 
understand that there is no rift 
between him and the Yaradua 
family. But I think people may 
have misinterpreted the whole 
thing”.



NEWS
DAILY TRUST Friday, February 26, 2010

FG wants Niger
junta to run 
short transition

EFCC arrests Kenny Martins

By Mohammed S. Shehu

THE Federal Government yes­
terday urged the military junta 
in Niger Republic to run a short 
transition programme in order 
to ensure a speedy transition to 
democrat

Acting President Goodluck 
Jonathan said this yesterday when 
he received a six-man delegation 
from Niger Republic at the Presi­
dential Villa, Abuja.

A statement issued by the Sen­
ior Special Assistant on Media 
and Publicity to the Acting Presi­
dent Ima Niboro said, “The mes­
sage the president passed to them 
is very clear that they must have a

very short transition programme 
and conduct election as soon as 
possible. That is the only way they 
can write their names in gold and 
considered as heroes”

Jonathan told the junta that 
Nigeria was concerned about the 
situation in Niger because of the 
proximity to Nigeria.

The statement said the junta 
didn’t make any commitment to 
that effect.

Explaining their position, 
Mossi Hasaan, a colonel and 
leader of the six-man delegation, 
said “Our mission in Nigeria is to

. explain to the President of Nigeria
the reason for the emergence of 
the Supreme Council for the Res­

toration of Democracy.
He said the council came about 

because there is a real problem 
in Niger. “We have to tackle the 
problem and reconcile the people 
and finally have to restore democ­
racy in the country. We have 
appointed the prime minister; he 
will put in place the council (cabi­
net) that will come and do the job 
and they will determine how long 
we will stay”.

Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs Jibril Maigari said the Eco­
nomic Community of West Africa 
States (ECOWAS) has emphasised 

■ that their stay in power must be 
short, adding that “the suspension 
of Niger from ECOWAS stays.

By Misbahu Bashir & Atika Balal

COORDINATOR of the defunct 
Police Equipm ent Foundation 
Kenny M artins was yesterday 
arrested by the Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC).

A High Court sitting in 
Gwagwalada, Abuja, had issued 

4 a bench warrant for the arrest of 
M artins over a case of forgery 
and crim inal intent to commit 
crime.

\ EFCC’s Head of Media and 
Publicity Femi Babafemi said 
M artins was arrested outside a 
court in Maitama Abuja, where 
he had gone over a different 
case.

M artins was said to have 
taken refuge inside the court 
room when he realised the pres­
ence of the EFCC detectives. He 
refused to come out until around 
5pm and undercover operatives 
stationed in the court arrested 
him.

Meanwhile, an Abuja Federal 
High Court has set aside the fiat 
given to Festus Keyamo and his

chambers by the Attorney Gen­
eral of the Federation to act as 
prosecutor in a suit filed against 
Kenny Martins by the EFCC.

Counsel to Martins, Chief J. I 
Ucheaga had opposed to Keya- 
mo’s appearance as prosecutor 
and asked the court for an order 
preventing Keyamo or any mem ­
ber of his chambers from acting 
as prosecutor in the matter.

Setting aside the fiat, Justice • 
Adamu Bello said the fiat given 
to Keyamo and his chambers by 
the AGF has not been given in 
the interest of Justice and asked 
the AGF to appoint another
prosecutor if he must.

M artins, who pleaded not 
guilty, is accused of breaching 
a loan agreement am ounting 
to $97.5 million he entered into 
with an American company, 
Cavalry Security Group, LLC.

Meanwhile, one of the per­
sons who stood as bail sureties 
for M artins has approached 
the court seeking to withdraw 
his position. The court has set 
March 31 for the motion filed by 
the surety to be taken.

PIC: KENNEDY EGBONODJE

Crime: Reps 
c'ttee to 
revisit asset 
forfeiture bill
By Nasidi A.Yahaya

THE House of Representative’s 
Committee on Drugs, Narcotics 
and Financial Crimes yesterday 
regretted the defeat of a bill seek­
ing the forfeiture of assets of per­
sons under investigations alleg­
edly over drug, economic and 
financial crimes.

The House' had on Wednes­
day rejected the bill which sought 
to empower the Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commis­
sion (EFCC) to confiscate assets 
acquired illegally by suspected 
criminals.

Chairman of the Committee, 
Rep Rabe Nasir said the commit- 
t ro tm g b a c i  the bill and ensure 
its passage into law.

He made this remark during a 
public hearing organised by his 
committee on a bill for an Act to 
Amend Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (Establish­
ment) Act 2004.

He said the defeat of bill on the 
floor of the House was regrettable, 
adding that it would be re-intro­
duced due to its importance in 
tackling corruption in the society.

Speaking on the issue, EFCC 
chairman, Mrs. Farida Waziri, 
declared that the greatest amend­
ment that could be made to the 
Commission Act was the asset 
forfeiture bill.

Represented by the agency s 
Head of Operations Emmanuel 
Akomaye, the EFCC boss said 
there was no better way the com­
mission could fight corruption 
without having law that perm it­
ted forfeiture of assets of those 
involved in crimes.

Institute seeks 
partnership w ith  m edia
By Fidelis Mac-Leva and Maureen Onochie

THE Chief Executive Officer of the 
National Institute for Educational Plan­
ning and Administration (NIEPA), Pro­
fessor Taiwo Ajayi has commended Media 
Trust limited for its leading role in infor­
mation dissemination, particularly in the 
area of education.

Ajayi said this when he led a delegation 
of the Institute on a visit t<S> the corporate 
Headquarters of the Media Trust in Abuja.

“We have been following your report­
age of activities in the country, particu­
larly in the area of education and we are 
highly impressed. In fact going through 
your stables one would think you are one 
of the oldest media outfits in the country,
Ajayi said.

He said their visit to Media Trust was 
to seek ways of partnership, especially in 
creating public awareness on the activities 
of the institute.
. J & E  ^idN IE PA  S
based in Ondo State and has its presence
in other parts pf the country. ___  .

He said it was established in 1992 by 
UNESCO to serve the entire West Coast.

Fraud charge: Court to rule on 
Ogunlewe's request March 30
By Sunday Ejike Benjamin

AN Abuja High Court will on 
March 30 rule on the applica­
tion by the embattled Managing 
Director of the Nigeria Deposit 
Insurance Corporation (NDIC) 
Ganiyu Ogunlewe for stay of 
proceedings pending the hearing 
and determination of his appeal 
against a decision of the court.

Ogunlewe is standing trial 
alongside the Director, Opera­
tions of the Corporation, Prof. 
Peter Umoh; Dr. Joe Emerson, 
Innocent Ilozumba, Adedapo 
Agboola and Pius Obeleke over 
alleged conspiracy and fraudu­

lently misappropriating recov­
ered funds of the distressed For­
tune Bank Pic running into billion 
of naira.

Ogunlewe had through his 
counsel I.O. Olorundare (SAN) 
protested their arraignment 
before the Abuja High Court 
on the ground that the alleged 
offences for which they are 
charged by the Police were com­
mitted in Lagos and not in the 
Federal Capital Territory (FCT).

The Court threw out five out 
of the seven-count charge leveled 
against the accused persons by the 
Inspector General of Police (IGP) 
for lack of jurisdiction.

New Dep Clerk assumes duty at N/Assembly
By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar

THE new Deputy Clerk to the 
National Assembly Alhaji Sal- 
isu Abubakar Maikasuwa has 
assumed full official duties.

His appointment was con­
firmed last week by the National 
Assembly Service Commission 
(NASC) with effect from Octo­
ber, 2009.

Maikasuwa replaces Prince 
Oluyemi Ogunyomi, who has 
been elevated to the post of the 
Clerk of the National Assembly.

Maikasuwa was formerly 
the Clerk Special Duties for the 
assembly after spending two years 
as the Clerk to the House of Rep­
resentatives.

He attended the National Insti-

» #

A LH A JI Salisu Maikasuwa

tute of Policy and Strategic Stud­
ies (NIPSS) Kuru near Jos and 
has worked at various levels at 
the Federal Capital Development 
Authority (FCDA) before moving 
to the National Assembly.
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From Lawan Danjuma Adamu, Kano

AN afternoon fire yesterday gut- 
ed a section of the Bata GSM vil- 
age in Sabon Gari area of Kano 

nn̂  r°P°h*- The inferno accord­
ing to the head of the GSM mar- 
Jet um0n, Abubakar Dallatu 
Nabegu, was ign/ted by an electric 
spark around 1:30pm yesterday. 
Nabegu said the fire razed 360
shops, adding that the marketers
K T  qUantlf>'the amount of loss that was incurred

a a r ted 'S T  h0“  the lnd* » t  started, Nabegu said they were
sitting in their shops when elec­
tricity supply was restored and

w h i c V T ^ T 17 *  A e area’
inferno. ” *  tri8gered the

The Operations Officer 
Kano State Fire Service, Kasshn 
Musa said his men responded 
immediately after a distress 
call was received. He attributed 
the destruction to delay by the 
affected marketers in drawing the 
attention of fireman 8 ne

Gwarzo Road Kano.
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I ™  °® ce of the Chairman of 
Etsako West Local Government in 
Edo State Gani Audu, was yester­
day set ablaze by suspected arson-

that°ofthefflCeSSet0nf,reinduded
for h .J  ST ™ S0rY councillor for health administrative officers’

ciis conference room. The fire was 
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c i l S m in h f tranC C i n t 0 th e c o u n -

i t e d ^ 611 ° Ur corresPondent vis- 
r , ™ . « was discovered that 

the barbed wire was cut to aid easy 
??ess the council while a packet

on the b° X was found
The a ua!\ aT0Und the same spot
(DPO)m Dr / 10nal PoUce ° ff i« r  , Mr- Adamu Ngoii said the

d o - K b e f t io " ^
the misery behind the fire incident.
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JIBWIS 
seeks return

From Mahmud Lalo, Jos.

THE Jamaatul IzalatulBid’ah Wa 
Ikamatis Sunnah WBWIS) ha 
called for the return o the rebred 
General Emmanuel Abisoye 
panel to con'tH&e its investigation 
into the November 2008 Jos crisis^

The National Chairman of the 
Ulama S w i l  of HBWIS A s ^
Sheikh M uhammad Sam Yahya 
w i r w h o  addressed newsmen 
injos yesterday said the Solomon 
Lar Presidential Advisory Com 
mittee set up by-the FederalGov^ernment to find the cause of the
recurrent crises to Proff«  so 
tions for lasting peace in the state
had a lo t of confusion.

Sheikh Jingir said the add^ 
tional seven people addedL to the 
committee would not be able 
flow with the initial members 
of the committee since they had

^ L T L l w o ? l o „ f u » i o n
in the committee, because some 
people do not know what the 
committee has so far done since 
they joined them lately ordi­
narily, when someone attends a 

* i finrlc it verv dlf-meetmg
ficult to
tribution since the meeting;cuu
not start when he was around not 
to talk of a whole committee, h 
said. He also decried the inclu­
sion of certain personalities in 
the committee who were alleged
tohavebeenfoundwantm ginthe
recurrent crises in the state, add
Ing, “T he  report of the Abisoye
nanel will go a long way in find­
ing the culprits of the recurrent 
crises in the state which will also 
help in uniting this country and 
deterring other people from per­
petrating same m  any part of the

C° UHte also maintained that die 
Federal G overnm ent should have 
been the only party to investigate 
and punish the culprits since it is
the apex and neutral body in the
country, adding that there is no 
wisdom in setting up a commit­
tee made up of people in the state.

Sheikh Jingir further alleged 
that the committee has not been 
doing a commendable job in its 
recent tour of key places affected 
by the crisis adding that the com­
mittee has sidelined key areas
where they were supposed to have
visited because those areas hold 
part of the key to finding lasting
solution to the crisis.

1 ,000 Nigerians . 
teaching jobs in SI Africa
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“ ^ S w a M S w " ,  after the registrar Com m »nrcarion an techno,ogica, dev,

io not Know , High Commissioner in  South Africa Bng  ̂ ^^ m unlcarion  and divJl-
.eehassofardonesmce ^  ̂  Seneral Bubwa Marwa. after he registrar skms Meded f„, , h e  technolog.cal dey

Z fn  ‘omeonTatiendsa Registration Council of ™ ^ o^ n!ofT eN igerianteache«w ™ W  T ^ ° ,\ f Bmk“ eTor Education Specialist

,n  s i n c e  the meeting did ?v^ ’ d to w o rk  in  South Africa Declaring the workshop open, Prot. t r C N  ject and its proper utilizat

"     s o n i S a ^ S ^ & S -  ^  S M S  X s e d ^

ggsgitss is i£ = i: I“ S l S p o n m . f o r R « g * . o r y C o W  m a l l t h ^  par, ,

which had made provisions for the engag - - = * « n o t h e e „
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Maiduguri
c chiefs for 12-14 years without bemg p urine analysis, malaria test, can
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Court dismisses 
Falana's application

6y Atika Balal

AN Abuja Federal High Court 
has dismissed an application by 
Lagos-based lawyer Femi Falana 
seeking reference to the Court of 
Appeal questions of law formu­
lated for interpretation in a suit he 
filed against the Attorney General 
of the Federation (AGF).

In dismissing the application, 
Justice Adamu Bello said before 
the case can be referred to the 
appellate court, the applicant must 
establish locus standi, which was 
not established in this case.

^  The court also granted an 
- application sought by Counsel to 

Falana, Kayode Ajulo, to withdraw 
the suit.

Falana, in the initial suit filed 
before the Federal High Court 
1, asked that decisions reached 
by the Executive Council of the 
Federation during President 
Umaru Musa Yar’adua’s absence 
be annulled.

He also asked the defendant to 
answer whether the resolution of 
the Executive Council of the Fed­
eration adopted at its meeting of 
December 2, 2009 to the effect 
that President Yar adua is capable 
of discharging the functions of his 
office was based on any medical 
report.

Falana had earlier requested 
that the case be transferred to 
another court following the court s 
ruling that Goodluck Jonathan 
can exercise the executive powers 
vested in the President by virtue of 
section 5 of the 1999 constitution.

'Our performance has 
earned us respect'
By Francis Okeke

DIRECTOR General of the 
National Directorate of Employ­
ment (NDE) Malam Abubakar 
Mohammed yesterday said that 
the performance of the directo- 
rate in recent years has brought 
respect to the institution with 
many organisations and individu­
als partnering with the directorate 
to create jobs.

Mohammed told Daily Trust 
that the performance of NDE has 
attracted state governments and 
members of the national assembly 
as well as state houses of assembly 
and private individuals which led 
to several collaborations on job 
creation.

He however attributed the suc­
cess of the NDE to teamwork from 
all stakeholders.

Mohammed said the direc­
torate is consistently striving to 
better its past records so as to 
continue to contribute to national 
development.

African m inisters 
unite against piracy
yShehu Abubakar standing (MoU) Mr Parfait Aime live ports state control ,

xmnr-rT'no  ̂ Coussoud Mavonpnn caiA tt_ • i . ’ have fuliv accedpd it T4
MINISTERS of transport, ambas­
sadors and representatives from 
 ̂k ^ r’can countries meeting in 

Abuja are findings ways to tackle 
the problems of sea piracy, arm rob­
bery, bunkering and the use of sub­
standard ships on the African coast.

Transport Minister of the Repub­
lic of Congo and Chairman of the 
Abuja Memorandum of Under-

v ? ® 'V  « 8 S -

THE ECOWAS regional body has 
introduced an award system to 
promote innovation in the public 
sector for improved service deliv­
ery.

The All Africa Public Service 
Innovation Awards (AAPSIA), 
launched by ministers of public 
service from the ECOWAS mem-

standing (MoU) Mr Parfait Aime five ports state control k-, ,
Coussoud Mavongou said when He said the African mmm tt r £ y aCceded to it. He said
implemented, thP MoU would Transport Ministersl bv t P oor financial contributions, lack of 
provide a solution,to all the prob- lution of the Abuja MoUsipneH ° ProPer and adequate means of com-
lems bemgencountered by African 1999 and with the active colfabor^ mun‘catlon member states
countries at the African coast. tion of the Tr * ™™? i  w ^  ^  threaten,ng * e  official activities

He s a i d , Ab u} ,  MoU which °f
was signed into law attempt to Welcoming delegates • > °n safetV and security of the 
address issues on the regional Transport Minister S E i  ™antimearea- Gambia, Equatonalrasffjrasssh,pptogthrougheffec. s g s z s - s z * * *

Women politicians
unite ahead 2011
ByAkorOjoma

WOMEN politicians from differ­
ent political parties and civil society 
organisations yesterday gathered in 
Abuja to discuss how to come out 
strongly in the forthcoming 2011 
elections.

The women include serving and 
former deputy governors, minis­
ters, senators and other parliamen­
tarians, women party leaders, Local 
Government chairmen, council­
lors, commissioners, among others.

Hajiya Inna Ciroma, PDP 
women leader, said it has become 
necessary for women to come 
together irrespective of difference 
because of the problems they have 
been facing in participating in 
Nigerian politics.

2011 is around the corner and 
we have to strategise on how to help 
ourselves and to move our gender 
agenda” she said.

Deputy Governor of Plateau 
State Mrs. Pauline Tallen said 
women can make a dramatic 
change in the country if given room 
to participate fully in governance.

Senator Eme Ufot Ekaete com­
mended the initiative of the dia­
logue and dinner organized by the 
Gender Affirmative Action Project 
(GAA) as a welcome development 
to unity women.

Earlier, Mrs. Sarah Jibril advised 
the women to be united and listen 
more to one another.

ECOWAS launches public service award
i T t t h l t a , * *  her countries, also aims to Dmmmp . . .  , . .ber countries, also aims to promote 

regional and cross-sector collabo­
ration towards promoting good 
governance on the continent.

In a statement issued in Abuja, 
the commission said the award 
system will create a platform for 
information, sharing, lesson- 
learning, partnerships and possi­
ble replication of successful initia­
tives across Africa.

Mr. Richard Baloyi, who 
launched the awards in Abuja, 
stressed the need for ECOWAS 
member states to show their sup­
port by submitting their entries to 
beat the 31st July 2010 deadline 

Nigeria’s Head of the Civil Serv­
ice of Nigeria Mr. Steve Oronsanye, 
who welcomed delegates, said a 
virile public service is essential for 
the building ot a functional state.• ----------------------------_    ~    muic io one another.

Perm sec tasks civil servants on effrciencv
By Francis Okeke A1, .. _ . . . ■ ■ V I  V .  I  I  V . V

Alha;i Suleiman Kassim, who within ?a '
A Permanent Secretary under the 
office of the Secretary to the Gov­
ernment of the Federation has 
urged civil servants to be proac­
tive and efficient in the discharge 
of their duties in line with the 
Public Service Charter,

Alhaji Suleiman Kassim, who 
was recently deployed to the 
General Service Office, said this 
in his first meeting with officers 
on Grade Level 15 and above in 
his department

within 24 hours, saying that the 
SGF s office is the engine room of 
government.

While urging staff to work as 
a family, he assured them that he 
was ready to provide them with

and ensure that files are treated ;  „  prepared to (|;M  pK---------------------------1----------------------------- ;__________  ensure that tiles are treated "I am prepared to listen, pre-

r i! ice co" ,">i«ioner sacked for embezzlement
£“ —>! E £ 2 3 X E 3 £&

pared to support and prepared to 
lead,” he said.

Speaking on behalf of the offic­
ers earlier, the Director of General 
Services Mr. U. D. Ambursa, who 
acted as Permanent Secretary for 
about four months, assured the 
newly-deployed permanent sec­
retary of support.

Jie

THE Police Service Commission 
(PSC) has approved the dismissal 
of Mr. Sambo A. Mohammed, 
Commissioner of Police, Special 
Duties at the Force Headquarters, 
Abuja, for embezzlement and abuse 
of office.

—    ell Ul<
decision at its 13 th plenary meet­
ing which held in Abuja on Tuesday.

PSC’s Head, Press and Public 
Relations, Ikechukwu Ani said 
Mohammed was found to have 
diverted and embezzled various 
sums of money estimated at N16 
million given to him by the gov-

s s ' s (,)c"h,“
He was also found to have ille Mnh COm™SSK>n said-

Police Officer in the State Tnm ^ ^  n Area Commands ------------------- ln me State Com- and Divisions in the Borno State

Command without recou® of the 
Inspector-General of_,T Godwin 
approval of the Pre.'people were 
others. The Corructualization of 
gated Mohamjvi urged the gov- 
tion earlier gnore such people to 
over his '-completion of the clean 
while h<cord time.
Polic ---------------------
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o We are Cold Room builders and 
spare parts suppliers.

c Our Cold Room is ideal for your 
vegetables, fruits, meat and fish etc. 
Which keeps them fresh.

c The energy consumption level 
is very low with our equipment 
and expertise.
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™R O M  left: R e p re se n ta tiv e  o f  th e  S e n a te  P te s ld e n t .^ e n a to r^ ftb d ^ a h H ^ T i^ U m ^ o  C h a irm a n

Lar c'ttee visits 
displaced persons
= =  — s H S  f l U i i s
THE Federal Government advisory over what happened to^  dm & ful state He said Plateau must
Committee on Jos crises headed by the recent ^  L deem  its image, adding that his
fhe former Plateau State Governor that all w °uJd committee would make recommen-
Chief Solomon Lar yesterday visited So1 =  L ,r r e c . ^  ^  ^  ens„ e peace

dl t r . t Pc,m°ps. th ?  C to im a n  of the most peaceful state in the country the sta te ----------------------- --------------

Group den ies agitating for state I j j f jg j j  | q  knO W  fa te  A pril 3 0

From Isa UmarGusau,Maiduguri j from Adelanwa Bamgboye,Lagos

Agency Bello Lafiaji and his personal assistant, Usma 

AmThe presiding judge, Justice Olusola Williams,

“ ^ ^ “ w r t S ^ d e f e n s e c o u n s e , .
P r o S T S o O ^ i t a n u r g ^ m e c o r t . o ^ e
and acauit the two accused person for lack ot eviden. ,

j j ; nJthat the prosecution built its case omnere suspicion. 
a Oshipitan submitted that the charges leveled against his 

, ^  to fail from inception, ar

Jigawa govt sets up c'ttee 
over mother, baby's deaths
From Yusha'u A Ibrahim, Dutse

THF Jigawa State government has set up a committee to inves 
t o t t C a t h s o f o n e  Mala™ Barfatu Muhammad Ml and 
! S S  due to alleged negligence of workers at ihe Bmgnn 
General Hospital, Jigawa. The Director General of the state 
Directorate of the Gunduma Health System Hajiya Hasana 
Husaini Adamu who disclosed this to n e w ™  m Dutse 
Wednesday said the committee was headed by Dr Magaji
Muhammad. Hajiya Hasana added that the Directorate asked
the committee to investigate the matter and report back to 
the Directorate as soon as the investigation ̂ asconduckd^K 
would be recalled that the late womans husband, M^ m  
Muhammad of Ringim Local Government Area petitioned 
Governor Sule Lamido over the death o f h i s  wife andbaby over 
alleged negligence by workers of the hospital. MaUam Ah said, 
^ h e  incident occurred on January 16,2010 when I took her 
to the maternity unit of the hospital for 
mv surprise, the staff on duty demanded N24,600 tromme. 
The request baffled me because the present administration 
announced that antenatal and post natal treatment areTree o 
charge at government owned hospitals. But because I had no 

I money to give them, they abandoned her for four days in the 
maternity unit of the hospital. They only agreed to attend to 
my wife when an officer at the hospital Alhaji BakoUsman, 
presented his ID card to them and stood as myguarantor. But 
because she had suffered a prolonged labour, the child died

hel Nfellam Muhammad Ringim appealed to the state govern- 
ment to wade into the matter with a view to preventing 

1  ™nno manv people died in the state due to sue

thoueh an advertorial in a national daily last monu* 
in theassociation’s name. The statement noted that though some
members ofthe associations board oftrustees signed the adve o-
. i  mncnltinff the assoaation.

members ofthe associations boaraoiirusiccs — -

and would not be dragged into matters that on sectional interests, 
maintaining that the group only takes part in 
programmes with direct impacton the lives of Bomo citizens.

1> n t t S e S d ? o 5 from inception, arguing that

^ 'H e 'p m n ted  out that while the prosecutionallegedAat 
the accused in November 2005 conspired to unlawfully 
r e c e d e  164 300 euro from one Ikenna Onochie to release 
Mm and his vehicles from custody, the statement of Ono- 
cMe revealed that the money was actually recovered from 
his house He submitted that it was the duty ofthe Pro*e^  
tion to prove every word contained in the charge and no

t0  CoThipttanbadded that circumstantial evidence m ustgo

c „ ^ d S S £ ; S i r ^ o —

only^me conclusion, which is that the accused persons 
were guilty.

ment to wade into the matter witti a view to p rev en t^  
occurrence, saying many people died^ * eĥ it̂ e t0  
attitudes by workers in government owned hospitals.

When contacted on phone the chairman 
tee Dr Magaji Muhammad, told our correspcHulentthathe 
committee had visited the hospital and interviewed the staff 
involved, the petitioner and all other parties. Dr. Muhamma 
however said the committee was yet to compile its report .

Kano spends N778m on 
rural roads

From Auwalu Umar, Kano

THE three rural feeder roads currently under construction
in Shanono, Kura and Kibiya Local ^ ^ T S d y  before 
Kano State will gulp N778 million and will be ready oeiore 
I t  vear m n ^ ’ut S e  Commissioner for Rural and Commu- 

I nity Development Dr Musa Iliyasu Kwankwateo said in Kano

yeS?hdeTinclude the Yallaba-Danmadaci-Duisen Danbako- 
shi Kura-Azore-Gidan Danye-Bakin Kogi and Kwanar Dinya 
£ £ u S a b o n  Garin Ingini roads. Inspecting the roads the 
commissioner said all rural roads currently under c°nstrufJ °  
“ S a t e  were captured in last years budget and would be 
completed shortly. He said more rural roads were also capture 
in this year’s budget that was recently signed into law by G

cruorlbrahun^ Yallaba-Danmadachi-Dutsen Danbakoshi 
r o a J S  Shanono Local Government Area, according to to n  
cost N89 9 million. He said the 8.3km Kura Azora^ ldan 
Danve-Bakin Kogi road in Kura council area would gulp 
N491 6  million while the 16km Kwanar Dmyar-Katakau- 
Sabon Garin Injini in Kibiya would cost N198.6 million.

KwankwasosaidtheKura-Azore-Gid^Danye-BatoKogi
w o u l d  link Kura, Madobi and Garun Malam Local Govern 
ment Areas if completed. He said the roads would gready help 
rural dwellers in those places in the movement of farm pro­
duce and people. Chairman of Kura Local Government Area 
AJhait Shehu NaAllah and Special Adviser to the Governor of 
Kano State on Rural Development Dr ^ b f ^ m  Adam 
said the roads would complement councils effort m its rural
development drive.

Niger demands N70m
From Capital Airlines from Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

FOl LOWING the failure of Capital Airlines to comply 
S h e  agreement between it and the Niger State govern- 
ment Ae st^e^overnment has demanded that i t ^  
T onev given to it. The state Commissioner for Land and 
Inland Waterways Mr. Timothy Jiya dtsdosed th tsjes er y 
while addressing newsmen in Minna. He said Capital Air 
lines only operated in the state for two months against the 
six months in the Memorandum of Understanding signe

^ .c o m m iss io n e r  said since they only worked tar1 »
of S ' “ months, the management o the
be invited to the state to discuss the bala' ' “  ’f l“  J  
which is N70 million. Mr Jiya however added that the air 
line could not keep its part of the agreement because of 
aviation law which grounded it.
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FUT Minna admission process for orobe
Fro m A yegb aIsrae lEb ije ,M in na „ v „  a d m is s f o ll  in t o  th e  F e d .  ^ M  r ' 0 0 "

KTTriFD ^  era* U niversity o f T echnoW v . expressed concern that 1 n H1 - inr» f U « in i  a i iNIGER State G overnor 
Babangida Aliyu yesterday in 
M inna said he would investi­
gate allegations of victim iza­
tion by indigenes o f the state

. . .  M a t r i c u l a t e s

2,231 students

over adm ission into the Fed-

The governor said a situa­
tion where qualified indigenes 
or the state were deprived of 
adm ission into the university

was unacceptable.
“I am going to investigate the

adm ission process in the insti­
tution, especially as it concerns 
the 2009/2010 adm ission” he
Su,d '. ° n aPPointm ents into 
the institu tion , the governor

expressed concern that in d i­
genes of the state were not car­
ried along, adding that vacan­
cies reserved for them had been 
occupied by people from other 
parts o f the country.

mg the 2010 budget said N30 
billion had been earm arked for 
infrastructure development. He 
urged the states lawmakers to 
cooperate with the executive to 
ensure that the 2010 budget was*i- , , ensure that the 201(

Aliyu who spoke while sign- fully implemented.

K :  htLIXONIGBINDE

From Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

THE Federal University 
of Technology M inna has 

^ m a tr ic u la te d  2,231 students 
for the 2009/2010 academic 

x  session, the Vice Chancel­
lor, Professor Muhammed 
Audu, said yesterday. The 
VC who spoke at the 23rd 
matriculation ceremony 
of the institution said the 
School of Agriculture and 
Agricultural Technology 
had 128 students, School of 
Engineering and Engineer­
ing Technology,731 while 
the School of Environmen­
tal Technology had 273 stu­
dents.

Others are the School of 
Science and Science Edu­
cation with 815 students, 
School of Information and 
Communication Technol­
ogy, 161 students and the 
School ofEntrepreneurship 
and Management Technol­
ogy has 83 new students.

He urged students to 
shun violence and focus on 
their studies.

We have laboratories 
and workshops which have 
been equipped to serve 
your needs as you are all 
aware that this is an aca­
demic environment with its 
unique norms and values”, 
he said.

Mimiko pledges dividends of democracy

From Leye Adewumi, Akure

GOVERNOR Oluse- 
gun Mimiko has pledged 
to deliver dividends of 
dem ocracy to the people 
of Ondo State. Mimiko in 
an address to mark his one 
year in office Wednesday 
in Akure said,

‘This is our sacred m an­
date and by the special 
grace of God, we shall live 
up to your expectations”.

He said his adm inistra­
tion in the past one year 
had enjoyed the support 
of the state legislature, 
judiciary as well as other 
stakeholders.

He said the govern­
m ent had worked assidu­
ously to make its electoral 
promises a reality through 
the conceptualizations 
and im plem entation of 
hum an development 
projects.

Army arrests fake Major
From Muhammad Bello, Port 
Harcourt

THE 2 Am phibious B ri­
gade o f the Nigerian 
Arm y in Port H arcourt 
has arrested a 37 year 
old man, Daniel Bucknor 
(aka Adesola Bucknor) 
a suspected fraudster 
who has been parading 
him self as an army Major 
attached to the Chaplain 
Departm ent.

Addressing newsmen 
yesterday in PortHarcourt, 
the Brigades Spokesman, 
Major Aminu Iliyasu, said 
the suspect was arrested 
following a tip-off.

He said items found on 
him include a fake army 
identity card, three fake 
attestation forms for appli­
cants seeking recruitment 
into the army and pilgrims’ 
welfare forms carrying the 
chaplains logo.

—   ...........................  , ■ j •;

Group to facilitate adoption of Jos orphans
FromAhmedMohammed& Mahmud Lah>, h a m a l k e d t o t h e a u r h o n , , _  .. .f^AhmedM.hammedMahnrodl.l., have,a*ed ,„,he au.horide, and they e ,„me„ t Area called M,

have promised to talk to some neo nU t , wealthy peo-

t h e  prphanage Relief A,socia.ion “ K m

reCTn.t J„s erisis for adoption! U s , weeli a roembe, of ,he H o „ „
The Chairman, Yakubu Abdulka- committee in cL rse  of RePresentatives, Haruna Ibrahim

run Mai Man,a, said the association in he said g ^  ad° ptl° n ’ R e n t i n g  Toro Federal Constitu-
coliaboration with traditional rulers, The general r  u ency in Bauchi State> said 5ver 200a s s t d
^ W e a r o w orkrog o ,  a ^  We

Law m aker faults constitution am endm ent
From MllhAmmarl Aknk^U . d  l :From Muhammad Abubakar, Bauchi

A member representing Kirfi con­
stituency in the Bauchi State House 
of Assembly, Harsanu Guyaba, has 
described efforts to amend the 1999 
constitution as another attempt by 
the political elite to engage in a wild 
goose chase as it would not benefit 
the masses. *
i J ^ e !awmaker said the nations 
leaders should stop deceiving Nigeri-■ —    omiuiu Mop aeceiving Nigeri- “T]

Am aechi urges Ogonis to figh t bunkerina
From Muhammad Bello, Port Harcourt Presidential Im p le m e n t™

ans by insinuating that they failed to 
provide social amenities for the people 
because of defects in the constitution 
He maintained that the 1999 consti­
tution was enough to guide them if 
indeed they wanted to develop the 
country.

Speaking to our correspondent in 
Bauchi yesterday, Guyaba said the 
problem was not with the constitu­
tion, but its operators.

The constitution cannot work

on its own. It needs honest and sin­
cere operators. The US which we 
copy spent 250 years using a single 
constitution with only seven clauses 
amended. Our constitution is just 10 
years old, but 136 clauses are being 
proposed for amendment”, he added.
, According to the lawmaker, unless 

the leaders are sincere, the nation will 
not have a better constitution than
rend nC ̂  Countr^ is °Perating cur-

•
THE Rivers State government has 
threatened to'withdraw its sup­
port to the United Nations Envi­
ronment Programme (UNED) 
remediation efforts in Ogoniland 
if the people fail to fight against 
illegal bunkering activities that 
has become a source of concern 
in the area.

Governor Chibuike Rotimi 
Amaechi stated this yesterday 
during a meeting between the

Presidential Implementation
Committee on the clean up of 
oil impacted sites in Ogoniland, 
the leadership of United Nations’ 
Environment Programme
(UNEP) and the Rivers state gov­
ernment in Government House, 
Port Harcourt.

The governor said reports of 
increased illegal bunkering activi­
ties in the area at this time when 
UNEP officials were engaged in 
the clean up of old oil spill sites 
in the area, called for serious con­

cern.
The Minister of Environ­

ment Mr John Odey who was 
also at the meeting, lauded the 
state governments effort at p ro­
viding adequate security and 
furnished office space for UNEP 
officials involved in the clean-up 
of impacted oil spill sites in Oeo- 
niland.

Mr Odey also expressed 
appreciation to Governor Amae­
chi for his leadership role in the 
Niger Delta region, particularly

his efforts in ensuring the com­
mencement of UNEP clean up 
exercise in Ogoniland.

The United Nations Environ­
mental Project Coordinator Mr 
Michael Cowing in his presenta­
tion on the update of the project, 
said there were new oil spill sites 
caused by activities of saboteurs 
and cautioned against the con­
tinuation of the illegal activities.

Mr Cowing disclosed that the 
team had held consultations and 
sensitization with some Ogoni

communities in course of the 
project and assured that their 
activities are in consonance with 
international best practices and 
sued for cooperation from the 
people.

Speaking on behalf of the 
Ogoni people, King Godwin 
Gininwa said the people were 
eager to see the actualization of 
the project and urged the gov­
ernment to ignore such people to 
ensure the completion of the clean 
up in record time.
------------- -jig' ____
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Y a r ' a d u a  i s  b a c k

„
A C T I N G  P r e s id e n t  G o o d l u c k  
E b e le ^ o n a t h a n

FG stops N iger 
River dredging
HALTING this project is to prevent 
the northern part of the country 
access to the ocean, point blank.

K.M
kamilusalisu@gmail.com

Now that the president is back, 
all praises be to God. President 
Yaradua should immediately stop 
the transfer of those funds and give 
a four month ultimatum for the 
completion of the dredging.

Abdu Isa Kofarmata 
kmatagigi@yahoo.com

I am very sure that the dredging 
ofthe River Niger is more impor­
tant economically and socially to 
this country than preventing ero­
sion in the Niger Delta region only. 
All the states and local government 
areas in Nigeria have their prob­
lems, ranging from desertification, 
desert encroachment, erosion and 
earthquakes.

Usman A. Mustapha 
mamnxp.n2023@yahoo.com

Wake up, Northern leaders. Only 
a few days after assuming the posi­
tion of Acting President,Jonathan 
started reversing projects that are 
supposed to benefit the region. 

Yusuf
postolucida@yahoo.com

I pray that the president gets well 
quick so that the bickering can stop. 

AbdulHadi Ahmad Bawa
abusuwaiba@gmail.com

This is an act of selfishness. I 
hope Yar’adua reclaims the funds 
for the continuation of the dredg­
ing of the River Niger 

Rilwan Yusuf 
ryusufu@gmail.com

This project will not only benefit 
the north, but will reduce conges­
tions at the ports.I pray the presi­
dent reverses this decision.

Ahmad Ibrahim 
meetahmeS2OOl@yahoo.com 
************************** .
Why do we as a nation con­

tinue to shoot ourselves in the foot 
? Goodluck should have thought 
seriously before taking this action. 
It will just go a long way to justify 
the arguments in most Northern 
quarters that his assumption into 
office is a Southern agenda. To 
specifically order the funds to be 
relocated to the Niger-Delta will 
increase tension in the land. 

Abdulaziz Mamman Kid 
abdulmkida@yahoo.co.uk

WHY was the presidents return 
shrouded in so much secrecy? 
When is he due to give his post 
Saudi Arabia address? Has he come 
to takebackhis office or to prove his 
detractors wrong?

Thomas George 
okirika_george@yahoo.co. uk

I am very happy with the return 
of President Yar adua. May Allah 
grant him quick recoveryso thathe 
can rule this country beyond 2011. 

Aminu Y. Ringim 
jamilatay@yahoo.com 
* * * * * * * * * * ********** ******
This is quite interesting. We are 

waiting to see how the president 
will react, but we hope he will be 
mature in all his decisions. I want 
him to focus on the constitutional 
amendment.

Usman Ahmed Danbaba 
danbabal986@yahoo.com

The first thing that came to 
my mind was Timawus Mathiass 
theory which says that, Jonathan 
needs more than Goodluck”. Now 
that the president is back, hale and 
hearty, he must reverse the diver­
sion of the funds for the Niger 
River dredging. Long live President 
Yaradua.

MusaAzare
maazare@yahoo.com ^

You are welcome, our presi­
dent. The Acting President can 
now move aside. Congratulations, 
HajiaTurai.

Sadeeq Sheshe
sadeeqmuhdsheshe(q)rocketmail. com

It is good to know that the presi­
dent is back. His medical condi­
tion was blown out of proportion 
because of politics. We hope this 
will put an end to all the specula­
tions.

Dr Muktar Gadanya 
gadanya@gmail.com 
* * * * * * * * * * ********** * *** **
Why do we like deceiving our­

selves? This man cannot continue 
due to his health condition, but 
some people want him there at all 
cost because of their personal inter­
ests. Yar adua’s life is more impor­
tant, he need a rest. I am sure he

P R E S I D E N T  U m a r u  Y a r 'a d u a

wants to rest, but those around him 
are insisting that he continues.

Sam
samduro2006@yahoo.co.uk

Well, we are very happy to hear 
that he is back, but we will not agree 
that the story is true until the presi­
dent addresses the nation or news­
men. All the same, we wish him a 
quick recovery.

SafwanSuraj Ilyas
safgee@hotmail.com

Now that Yar,adua is back, what 
next?

Abdullahi Abubakar
abdalahero@gmail.com

We thank God that he is back,
However, is his return to secure
his seat or an indication that he has -------- -
fully recovered. Again, I don’t see ing o v e r  her sons return. Congratu
the need for the secrecy. I urge him lations to other well-meaning Nig

in broad day light so that people can 
welcome him?

Princess
dekkoluv@rocketmail.com
**************************
Life and death are in the hands 

of God. However, some people do 
not see it that way. They look at it as 
if anyone who is sick committed a 
crime, for which he or she is being 
punished. These are people who 
have never won election and never 
will because they do not even have 
the courage to present themselves. 
Welcome, our president.

Hiyasu MUstapha 
iliyasub@yahoo.com

All thanks be to Allah for sparing 
the president’s life. May He give him 
good health to continue to lead the 
nation. I join Hajia Dada in rejoic-
•_____ u f r m o r a t i i -

to write to the National Assembly 
immediately so that he can resume 
work.

Abubakar
asslere@yahoo. com

We share in the joy of his return.
I will however state categorically 
that anyone who loves him should 
advise him to consider his health 
and forget about politics.

Derek
derekin.derek@gmail.com

That Yar’adua is back is good* but 
my problem is that he came back in 
the night. Why didn’t he come back

rians.
Ahmad Ibrahim
meetahmed2001@yahoo.com

Nigerians, we must celebrate and 
rejoice over the return of our presi­
dent. But as long as he is not fit, the 
crisis will not end. This is because 
the anti-Yar’adua groups will not 
surrender until he vacates the Pres­
idency. Therefore, let us all pray for 
the quick recovery of the president.

Abdullahi Muhammad

May Allah grant him good health 
and strength to rule this country. 

Zaharadeen

zaharadeenhamdana@yahoo.com

We welcome the president, 
thanking God for journey mercies. 
Now, let us all pray that he recov­
ers fully so that he can resume 
his duties. Wishing him a speedy 
recovery.

Sochimalsioma
sochizzy@hotmail.com

Can’t these people leave Nige­
rians alone? The best place for 
Yar’adua to recover is in an up- 
to-date hospital, not in the Aso 
Rock. Why was he rushed back? 
From all indications, he has n o t , 
fully recovered. I do not know 
why they cannot agree that the 
president is still ill and cannot 
function as president. Yaradua 
did not ask for the ailment, it is 
the wish of God. These people do 
not have his interest at heart, they 
are only after selfish interests. The 
Almighty God is going to do what 
is best for Nigeria.

Patrick Agbobu 
info@abhoils.com

Is being a president a do or die 
affair? President Yar’adua still needs 
rest and medical attention. I know 
you mean well for this country, but 
due to your failing health, you have 
lost control of what is happening in 
the country. May Xllah restore your 
health and liberate you.

Abdulrauf A.R 
abdurraufu@yahoo.com

I really have my reservations 
about this story, who really came 
back? Is it really the president? 
Strange things can happen and 
Nigerians are not fools. If the presi­
dent is really alive, why hasnt he 
addressed us? I doubt if the presi­
dent is still alive. Why arrive in the 
dark and continue to keep us in the 
dark May God help us.

Bissy
evaluving@yahoo.com

tant, he need a rest. I am sure he the night. Why man m e c o m * ™  ------

'President walked, not stretcnered
1 A11„U nvitUnvi\;n0Wu2()Q6(Q)VClhoO.COYn

You are welcome. We thank God 
for improving your health. We also
pray that Godbless you witha long
life.

SuleNingiHabu
sulehabu@hotmail.com

W HETHER the president was 
stretchered or not, is not rel­
evant. The question that should 
bother any right thinking Nige­
rian is, “W hy was everything 
done in the dark?’. Why put out 
the lights? W hy haven’t we been 
able to see the president? He is a 
public figure for crying out loud. 
Let us rem em ber that for every 
action, we are writing history. 
The nation is greater that any 
individual

Sola Kehinde
angeleniola@yahoo.com

All praises be to Allah. 
W hether the president walked 
or stretched is not im portant 
to us. We thank Allah for his 
return and will continue to pray 
for his full recovery so that he 
can resume his official duties 
and shame all the enemies. Wel­
come sir.

Abdu Isa Kofarm ata
kmatagigi@yahoo.com

U m aru Yar’adua is incapaci­
tated. He cannot rule 150 m il­
lions Nigeria, let him rest. 

A nthony

anthonyogwu2006@yahoo.com

It is unfortunate that no one 
in Nigeria can speak the tru th  
about this situation. Even the 
aides to the president who are 
our middle m en have betrayed 
us. I thought they were actually 
expected to protect Nigerians, 
not only the Nigerian president.

Fisayo
onipedefisayo2002@yahoo. com

Maybe he is not back.
D atong
dgdatong@yahoo. com

President + Ag 
President =  
Confusion
THE people behind this con­
fusion are those that hurriedly 
flew the president from his sick 
bed in a Saudi Arabian hospi­
tal back to Nigeria despite the 
fact that he is still not fit. Over 
24 hours after his return, no 
one has seen or heard from the 
president. Nigerians deserve to 
be treated with respect & cour­
tesy.

Ibrahim  Tsadu Ibrahim
elkutigi@gmail.com
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N a tio n a l Y o u th  S e rv ic e  C o rp s
(Federal Ministry of Youth Development) 

announces the commencement of

for the

2 0 1 0  I S a t c h  ‘A ’
Orientation Exercise

- i

L i t

Available at:
All NYSC State Secretariats 

& Afribank Branches Nationwide 
at N250.00 only

4 * -

M B !

Visit w w w .e n y sc .n e t,www.nysc.gov.ng or enigeria.com .ng

1 V isit - w w w .e n y sc .n e t  a n d  2 C lick  o n  e -R e g is tra t io n  3  S c ra tc h  off p a n e l to  lo c a te  PIN
4 V erify y o u r  C a ll-u p  N u m b e r  a n d  5 E n te r  th e  PIN n u m b e r , th e n  c o m p le te  y o u r  r e g is tra t io n .

<5.r i e n h @ n

Y o u  c a n  a l s o  V e r i f y  S e r v i c e  E x e m p t i o n

Please note that there would be no manual registration at the orientation camps.

P a r t n e r s y
AFRIBANK m m

http://www.nysc.gov.ng
http://www.enysc.net
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By Rasaq Olokooba

Leave Bankole alone
 ,,, Using a

Since the President, Alhaji Umaru
Yar’adua was admitted to a Saudi

hospital on November 23,2009
the fate of the country have hung 
in the balance over ̂  inability

Constitution of .he Federal Republic of

Using a section of the media, they
have misinterpreted every moves o
Rankole in his leadership of the House 
of Representatives to mean opposition 
tf^ h e  emergence of acting president
based on what they said ^  ^  
to President Yar’adua or what they term

northern interest”. We know
„fo«ina nut our son that has

are aware that the nations polity 
cal system was unusually heated UP ^  

V a rio u s  stakeholders making inputsio 
how the issue should be resolved. Some 
K S l i e s ,  others made representation 
to the National Assembly and the^ dic' , 
arvmade their input in form of judicial 
pronouncements on how a looming con 
stitutional crisis should be averted.

While some of these stakeholder 
were patriotic Nigerians with the sole aim 
of averting disaster for the: nation,ot 
ers were playing to the gaUery to achieve 
their selfish political ends. For the iat 
ter group, the issue at stake was not the 
n a t f o n a l  interest, the constitution or the 
rule of law. I t  was purely how they could 
position themselves in the power equ 
Son ofthe country without any*oug 
illegalities, unconstitutional acts or rule
J f  S  in  their quest, any one insishng 
on following due process, th ^ o n  t. u^ 
tion and rule of law is seen as a clog m

P We are therefore alarm 

atthe  sinister motives of

those who are behind these

SO far demonstrated all tne goou -
that the Yoruba are noted for, namely oy- 
X ^ n e s s ,  enlightenment, equity «nd 
justice The intention is to get him 
of office and replace him withaphabk
stooge as representatives of Yoruba race
in the Federal Government set up. This 
would allow them to further mar8” â e 
the Yoruba race in the scheme of thing 
in Nigeria.

eliminated

sonofOoduarace

wheel of their progress to be elimi

It started with a total misrepresenta­
tion ofthe role of Bankole in the deat 
of a motion to compel the president 
to obey Section 145 of the constitution.

In a House comprising of 360 member , 
Bankole was alleged to have manipulated 
the House to kill the motion by a major­
ity of members. This was afterBankok
uncharacteristically, ensured 1 thataU the 
rules ofthe House were waived to take tn 
motion immediately as a n ^ r  of urg n 
national importance as well as overru 
14 points of order. In the ensuring debate,

^ s p s s r d o

The House position, based on^ 
constitution and the court ru rn;ĝ  
lustice Daniel Abutu was that the vice

t i o n  itpassed t° enable the Vice President
become Acting President.

politicalloBambyrnalongtiievic..
dent Dr. Goodluck ]o n a tta , the M ‘ g

President, which he did last Wednesday

While we had publicly congratu­
lated Dr Jonathan on his ascen­
sion and on his first act of mak­
ing an Oodua son, Adetokunbo Kay 
S  Attorney General, we also c ^ e d o n

S n t f t e  H hest1yS X  so n in N g *

^ £ » d “ i Pd,t.he

Y0IWe have noticed that since the begin­
ning of the crisis, the cabal c°mPns*ng
renegade Yoruba and elements from other
ribes and a couple of others thrown out 
of power in the new administration of

—  
solutions to current problems.
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By Abdullah Musa

No tears for Tandja

I t seems that the world has ^ ° S|^ j^ ê r e e n  Book a constitution? I 
learned all that there is ,  know But whatever the arrange-

and it is simply consolidating ^ ^  has enabled Gaddafi to be lr 
on previous knowledge _ wer for forty years. Gaddafi is
lesson wWch most of m  m L u rse  Arab, while Tandja^ no t

S f i s  simply consolidating Gaddafi to be m
|  on previous knowledge. O ^  for forty years. Gaddafi is of

lesson which most of us in th ?  Arab, while Tandja is not.
- third wt>rld are forced to accept is tha Egypt, Mubarak has also been
the European is always right. He is righ d whateVer constitution may
politically; be is right economically; he the„ ,  „  has enabled

*  — “ *! “ “S ™ — Stndonsays
of the third world to also believe that p members of the Muslim brother-
the European has the hood cannot contest elections, e
any political configuration th y 8 organization is banned.
wish to enact. Tandja Mamodu chose to gw hich other African country had
thinkandactdifferently;he ishkelym ^ presjdent who died in office ^ v m g
orison, with an uncertain fate. sr,ent forty years on the throne .

That Tandja Mamodu once par- ^ ust have had the foresight of design-
ticipated in a coup was recently told constitution that carried within it
to us S  the radio. So if coming to mg a « « *  ^  ^  presidency tandja 
power through a coup was was foolish to have only acted with

sh o S d fc d n o  fa u ltS h a n y  thatalso h in d s ig h t^ ^  ^  ^  sjngk
used the same weapon to unseat hrnv Utical system that is suitable to all 
In this I thus have no tear to spare P ^  people of the worid W h a t,

TaIB u tl disagree with the traditional who' m e rite d  the^  3J? who memorized die * P“ f mentality f„ „  their » c .s -
‘European political Qur an, where it is _ ^  ̂  ̂  others must do their
w itten  that constitutions should not be ’ lf don’t, they might have
changed. And Tandja, the first Cam m someone from your military

i:J L i  v,ictrvrv dared to do just that. P P , tupn thev would come to
Changed.* And Tandja, the first Cain m ^ d s Z e o n e  from your military
politfcal history, dared to do ju s th a t  ^  P thgn they would cometo
he followed the rules and changed the PP^ k> retum to democracy.
Nigerien constitution; the opposition Madagascar, in Guinea, the mill
S  foul; Ecowas and the Nigenen In Ma g ^  ^  ^
army moved in; Tandja also moved into ^  been\ n power for up to, is tt
w Jprtivecustody. .... , ‘ ,rpars without an election? And

tion ltpasseuuiciiciM
become Acting President.

We note that even after this 
lution the cabals are now resolute to

^ r c i p t S o i t h e , . ^

Presidency is to work again
taterest” From this a plot is developing
to rake up allegations of corruption m
r t d i a PaS.im tB a„koleo,h» amjy
members as a spring board to call

dent Jonathan in the interest ofthe nation.

r o M S e d i m ' a S ^ n o f ^

thew moves against an illustrious son of

0 0 1tT in the interest of all those bdtiod 
these moves, including "blacklegs and
t i l e ’ of the Yoruba.
retrace their steps and allow the t P 
Ynruba representative in the present

^ t m i m S b r o u g h S .

Groups, 43, Adentyx Jones, Ikeja,L g

tary hold sway, m ivoiy 
ian had been in power for up to, is it 
ten years, without an election. An 
he gods of wisdom hadbeen alive and

kicldng during the interregnum.

Was it in Japan that a pohti^
cal party held power for 59

vears? Was there no opposi­
tion7 The same excise might be given.
h , constitution must have p o v ; ^

for such long t e n u r t p r e - n a ^ . ^  

governments that t o y  second

T*1”  “  P° ! Z  docility of

   ,
‘protective custody. ^

horizon Nigeria, the country started

Was it in iapan that 

a political party held
p o w e r fo r  5 9  y ears?

Was there no 

opposition?
This is possible Decau»<- —  --

s s s s a r - s g g s !  n s s t s s s e s s *
tution also wants to devour, via sectio extra ready to spread them es

► 144 The lesson which Ecowas choose / of the West to the hapless Third
to ignore is this: Nigeria changed w ® rlder xhe Nigerien opposmon inay
constitution at least three times. ^  and beat their chest for seem g^^

T  n Algeria, I can faintly remember, ^ ^ / “ ^ y e ^ r!  they will be living T (because I am neither a historian dictatorship. And even if they
l L o r  a political scientist) that.there p0Wer!let them knpwtha
was an election which FIS was poiscd power subject to a licen
^ n  It was scuttled, followed by blood- they a^e P not the electorate,
T d  of greatest magnitude. Today I from are der the mflu-
think, Boutflika is running anot^  of their former colonizers. How
term on an t e n d e d  constitution. But where one chooses to b e a l ap
the reason might be because Boutflika another, as in the case of Hamid

r e n m r m S i 'l a n r w X n ^ i s U n g g  “ V- m ites f n m  A hm ad  K uku
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Your Letters
Nigeria at 50: 
What are Bush, 
Blair and Rice 
looking for here?

W ith 8 months to so 
till Nigeria’s Inde­
pendence anniver­
sary, it’s never too 
early to start to figure out ways to 

celebrate our journey so far. How­
ever one question looms over our 
heads as a nation; is there a cause 
to celebrate? Already, C.E.O of 
Leaders and Company, publish­
ers of Thisday newspapers, Nduka 
Obaigbena, in my opinion, has 
marred our celebration by invit­
ing former British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair, former U.S. President 
George W Bush and his one-time 
crony former U.S. Secretary of

State Condoleezza Rice to the 15th 
annual Thisday awards which 
took place this month. I spoke 

on my blog under the 
title We don’t want war criminals 
celebrating our independence”. I 
even started a group on Facebook 
ot the same name to little fanfare, 
so you could imagine my surprise 
on Sunday evening when I found 
out about 100 people led by Shehu 
Sam were arrested for protesting 
the invitation of said individuals.

To my surprise, there wasn’t 
much outrage from the media 
earlier on or even leading up to 
the event and/or against the invi­
tations. I doubt the protest was 
even covered by the local media 
let alone for it to be shown on 
international TV. I think it was 
from Ishaq Modibbo Kawu of 
Daily Trust that I first heard of 
Ubaigbena’s invitation of Blair 
and Rice (Bush was not yet men-

Text us on 0 8 1 3 1 8 0 0 0 3 0

tioned, perhaps for obvious rea­
sons) about a month ago, that 
sprung me into action. The most 
common response I got from peo 
pie, whenever I raised the issue of 
the irony of the invite was that 
Nduka is a businessman. Clearly, 
but where’s his patriotism? On 
Obaigbena’s behalf (not that I’m 
standing for him), perhaps we 
should ask if our patriotism still 
efxlst,s ' n ,the first place? But even 
it it didnt, one can clearly see the 
irony of inviting these individuals 
who participated in orchestrat­
ing a war that robbed a people of 
their freedom celebrating that of 
another. Our independence cel­
ebration is starting off on a bad 
step not to mention until recently 
we didn’t have a captain to stir the 
nation... and the one we presently 
have is just acting, lest we forget 

A b d u l n a s i r I m a m ,  W u s e Z o n e  
5 ,  A b u j a ,  l o s t d o g g 8 4 @ y a h o o . c o m

Busybodies
KAI! United States, what is your 
concern with Nigeria? Please 
keep your opinions to yourself 
and don’t interfere in our affairs 
ust leave us with our leaders; we 

know how to handle them. 
M U S T A P H A  A b d u l l a h i ,  Y u s u f -  
a r t ,  Y o b e  S t a t e ,  + 2 3 4 7 0 6 9 1 1 0 1 0 4 .

See who's talking now
MR J Jatau was just being mischie­
vous m his letter (Daily Trust Feb­
ruary 25) on the recent unrest in 
Hadejia. For his information, the 
press and radio reported that the 
emir visited the affected pastor of 
the affected church, who in turn 
acknowledged the gesture.
M  F a r o u j f ,  0 8 0 3 3 0 0 6 1 1 3 .

Understanding the Niger coup
THE AU and France did not vig­

orously make their opposition 
unmistakable, or try to stop him 
when Mamadou Tandja unilater­
ally diluted the constitution and

perpetuate himself in power, 
the ir hasty decision against the 

. military government is therefore 
questionable.

0 7 0 m 2 7 7 4 5 S“nl’

Sparing the rod
A teacher arrested for punish­
ing his student? What on earth 
is a teacher expected to do if he 
gave his pupils work and they 
neglected to do it, other than to 
punish them? What kind of par­
ents do we have these days? Was 
there no other means of laying her

y r  LThis is not love at alLY U S U F  N u h u ,  A T B U ,  B a u c h i
0 8 0 3 6 9 2 4 7 2 9 .

This is good, but...
YARADUA is back. What good 
news. But why in the night, with­
out the usual retinue ofhis cabinet 
members and well-wishing Nige- 
nans? Well it’s a matter of time.
Whatever is hidden from man is

open to God, and He will bring it 
to the open.
F O L A ,  K a d u n a ,  0 8 0 3 7 0 4 3 4 0 1 .

Where are the miracle workers?
EVERYDAY, Nigerians are 
assailed with stories o f ‘miracles’- 
the dead resurrected, the barren 
giving birth, the blind from birth 
seeing and recognising colours, 
etc. But here we are with a sick 
president, a basically good man 
who has even demonstrated ‘faith’ 
y  giving national awards to some 

or the miracle workers’, and none 
ot the men of God’ is coming for­
ward to demonstrate their m ira­
cles on him.
R E M Y ,  L a g o s ,  0 8 0 6 5 3 0 0 3 5 1 .

Sin of omission
ISN’T it significant that while 
the president reportedly thanked 
practically everybody in his state­
ment on Wednesday, he left his 
cabinet out ofthe list? 
0 8 0 3 3 0 7 8 9 4 0

By Maimuna AbbaWabi

When the military seemed welcome

I  can not recollect whose idea it was who said ‘the worst 
civilian administration is better than the best milit 
government.’ ,n all honesty,] don’t believe such tlTh ' 
Miere nears the truth. No worst thing is ev e ro fn l^ a n j

This is Afncassituation.lt is not however peculiar to Afri™iipes
S E E S

elected^ ̂ 999 and^ l^86' ’ ̂  Pres*dent Mamadou Tandja was

b t» .h  (whfch he h"ptdhS „ t “ ‘,n P0W"  " "  hiS 
Because the people of Nio^r

v rvmi-u ne nopea would never come)

m m m

m s s m mr t u ,  that ',h e „ „  weysey int

resources Niger suffered due to h if ill-act ions wastes in

them came out en kn°Wm§ what is be*
The m S vL h h d SUpport t0 the military coup

There should also be h ^ S ^ ^  ̂  be toPPled-

ability of constitutionalism T h k ^ u  and.ensure the sustain- 

racy'^ent ° r 'eader in any African country to p re s^ e  democ1

mailto:lostdogg84@yahoo.com
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m iL Y & T R U S T  I Jang has no genocide case to answer
e d i t o r i a l

No. 20 P.O.W. M afem i Crescent, O ff Solomon Lar Way,
Utako District, Abuja

0 9 -6 7 2 6 2 4 1 ,6 7 1 5 3 6 4

C a l l o u s  a n d

o u t r a g e o u s

he Federal Government last week announced another 
1 inquiry into new evidence of widespread and indiscnmi^ 
nate extrajudicial killings of suspected members of the

th e o ry . Theblood chilling scenes that the footage

M v ^ T m m ad ^ o l^ o rted  himself to A epolicefoU ovnngtheir^i-

,inlNiBeriahM soo^U o'hnild  some of its international goodwill by

S = S S S 5 S 5 £
to managing trouble spots around the g o  e.

M y problem with 
Nigeria is our pen­
chant for picking 
up on craze of the 
moment, whether 

it is fashion, music, or cliches and 
personalizing them. Suddenly it has 
become a byword for fashionable 
ignorance to include genocide in any 
write-up or speech or public address
these days. .

Since November 2008, following 
the violence that followed peaceful, 
elections in Jos North, the press and 
mouths of lesser endowed individu­
als have been awash with the use\ 
of the word ‘genocide’, particularly 
Daily Trust. It is ironical that the 
same Daily Trust has dedicated end­
less rims and print to misinformed 
positions by one or two columnists 
namely Mr. Adamu Adamu on chal­
lenging and denying the Holocaust, 
even prompting a rejoinder from 
the Ambassador of the Democratic 
Republic of Israel himself. It is the 
same Daily Trust suddenly discover­
ing the word exists when conducting 
a campaign of calumny and mischief.

Fortunately the intended target 
readers are mostly illiterate tea ven­
dors, cart-pushers and petty traders 
who pin shortwave radios to their 
ears and are oblivious to anything 
else. The few enlightened that read 
such diatribe mostly smile in embar­
rassment and move to the next story, 
but then stories like those were con­
veniently picked up by a one-track A/ 
Jezeera, which conveniently, again, 
picked up by Al-Qaeda in the Islamic 
Maghreb-but we will not go into that

n0VDai/y Trust and its affiliates would 
have the same ignoramuses believe 
that Mr. Jonah Jang, the Executive 
and democratically elected Gover­
nor of Plateau State was captured on 
Zapruder film dressed in traditional 
animal skin.executing cartwheels 
and handstands, after killing some 
Hausa /Fulani people in front of his 
house or on the streets of Jos.

By Stephen L. Makama

or nation conquers another group 
and it was common practice to kill 
all men -civilians and soldiers alike.

So now was it Mr. Jang or Mr. 
Jang’s people, was it the Berom or 
the Berom people that set to carry 
out the genocide because better 
judgment tells that it is not possible 
that that a single individual will pos­
sess the capability or wherewithal to 
carry out a genocide? But then it may
be a case ofthe thief being chased to 
turn around and point at those chas­
ing and create confusion in which he 
escapes. It is unfortunate that even 
the Sultan of Sokoto, as reported by 
Daily Trust, a much respected leader 
was caught up in the frenzy to use
the ‘G’ word.

According to Fein, Helen ( Gen­
ocide” Microsoft Students 2008) the 
underlying conditions necessary for 
genocide are:

they fail to understand as pointed 
out by one senator, that a state of 
emergency’ never means the consti­
tutional or democratic structures of 
the state in question be dismantled 
but that Federal aid especially secu­
rity be dedicated for control of the 
situation be it manmade or natural
disaster. ,

The cowardly and unjustified 
provocation arising from the peace­
ful conduct of the November 2008 
local government elections in Jos 
North followed by retaliatory actions 
by genuinely aggrieved victims, was 
brought under control within a week 
without Federal intervention and the 
same with the 2010 ‘terror’ attacks 
which was unfortunately exacer­
bated by the field operations of‘fake 
army units who were not under the 
orders or control of the state gover­
nor. For reference it would be perti­
nent to note that that the 2001 crisis 
under the stewardship of a different

Fortunately the intended target 
readers are mostly illiterate tea 
vendors, cart-pushers and petty traders 
who pin shortwave radios to their ears 
and are oblivious to anything else

The brutality of the security personnel we saw in the Bo 
Haram fo rag e  tells a different, far more compelling story. 
Regrettably, this is the story that is being told m  Pract*aUy

kind of environment does the training e sh(mld not have
place that can produce^suc Boko Haram episode is
onUrfcharacter w i^  mm naUoiwd objective of building a just and 

^ T e V o U c e  force is in a particularly sorry state. Its personnelin

tiMheat of the^Boko Haram problem, ordered the security agencies 
to take “afl necessary measures’ to put an end to .______________
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Sometime in 2009, a friend 
showed me a short video clip 
like the ones very popular on 

YouTube titled “The Genocide in 
Jos” and the w e e k  Mowing the 2010 
repeat disturbances another friend, 
from whom I expected better, being 
a professional and educated, posted 
a link on Facebookstitled “Jangs 
Genocide in Jos 1... not for the faint 
hearted”, almost the same captions 
and wordings used in the so-called 
2008 genocide, in fact I am very sure 
it was the same video, with updates.

If only the these purveyors of 
false and dissent understood the 
full import and implications of the 
word ‘genocide’ they would not use 
it so carelessly except of course, and 
is the case that there is an ‘agenda 
which has been set in motion which 
demands that that the polity be so 
heated with careless abandon; after 
all there are insinuations that the 
so-called fake soldiers operating 
with impunity, much like the death 
squads in the former Yugoslavia and 
Bosnia, were not fake soldiers at all.

The word genocide was coined 
by Polish legal scholar Raphael Lem- 
kin to describe the crime of destroy­
ing or conspiring to destroy a group 
of people because of their ethnic, 
national, racial or religious iden­
tity. Genocide occurs when a group

1. The offending nation or per­
petrator is usually an undemocratic 
country (hardly a term that describes 
the individual Mr. Jang) that views 
the targeted group as a barrier or 
threat to maintaining power, fulfill­
ing an ideology or achieving some
other goal. ,

They would have us believe Jang s 
goal or agenda was to drive Hausa / 
Fulani out of Jos, an agenda or goal 
they insist he failed to execute when 
he served as military administrator 
in Benue and the former Gongola 
states.

2. The perpetrators exclude the 
victims from their universe of obli­
gations. They do not have to account 
for protection of the victims who 
are seen as inferiors, subhuman, or
strangers...

Yes! They hammer on some 
misinterpreted and misconstrued 
statements or utterances attributed 
rightly or wrongly to Mr. Jang ^s 
their evidence. It is common knowl­
edge that most or all politicians gaffe 
and momentarily or for some length 
of time do not appear very smart- but 
to pick on a single word in a state­
ment and use it as p r o o f  of genocide 
by a politician shows extreme lack ot
reasoning.

2. Most genocide occurs during a 
crisis, state breakdown or revolution.

The only crisis in Jos since 1994 
was and is still being exploited by 
a certain faceless group of citizens, 
whether indigenes or ‘settlers who 
believe that unless they have their 
way the whole state along with its 
people should burn to ashes. The 
o n ly  breakdown is the one these face­
less people and their sponsors seek to 
create so that an emergency situation 
can be declared to further truncate 
the development of the state. These 
ignoramuses, especially in the Nige­
rian parliament, are so blinded m 
their shallow grasp of the law that

governor dragged on for weeks and 
then almost 3 or 4 years.

There are four types of geno­
cide: ideological, retributive, devel­
opmental and despotic. The Turk­
ish suppression of the Armenians 
during the Ottoman Empire is an 
example of ideological genocide, 
the Rwandan mass killings ot 1994 
which claimed up to a million lives 
in 3 months is also described as an 
ideological genocide. In Cambodia 
the Khmer Rouge carried out a kill­
ing spree of close to 1.7 million peo­
ple in retribution by the Communists 
against academics and intellectuals, 
Idi Amin and Milton Obote were 
said to have carried out despotic 
genocide against each other’s tribal 
members. In the late 1960 s and 
1970’s the Paraguayan government 
committed developmental genocide 
against indigenous peoples to clear 
way for access to logging areas and 
cattle pastures.

To be sure the misinformed 
minds calling for Mr. Jangs • 
'head on genocide charges are 
simply people whose brains may not 
yet be capable of partaking of intel- 

lectual nourishment without cer­
ebral indigestion.

Social scientists have estimated 
that since the end World War II, at 
least 16 nations have attempted or 
committed genocide- not one single 
individual has been classified, the 
late Milosevic died in International 
custody on charges of W a r  Crimes 
as genocide charges would have 
been laughable. Those calling for 
genocide charges on Mr. Jang should 
continue and, hopefully when it gets 
anywhere, the ICC, the man can sue 
for millions for libel against such 
narrow-minded individuals.

Makama wrote from  Nasarawa 
State Polytechnic, Lafia (loncwotf- 
mak@yahoo.com)

mailto:mak@yahoo.com
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C h i e f o f A , 9 e r i a n  P o l i «  W H e d  b y  c o l l e a g u e
- tlty officUs h

HE powerful chief o f Algeria’s 
national police was shot and 
killed by a colleague during a 
meeting yesterday in his office at 
the North African country’s secu­
rity headquarters, a law enforce- 
ment official said

N' V' ,TT  ° thers were injured, 
including a security chief for 
the Algiers region, the official 
said, speaking on condition of

anonymity because he was not 
allowed to give information to 
the media.

Ali Tounsi’s attacker turned his 
weapon on himself afterward, the 
official said.

Reports differed about 
whether he survived.
. , ,Ar,lavy enforcement official 
told The Associated Press that the 
attacker, an unidentified police

“ » » & .S X ,heirarras
A iudirial inn • u , ln the 1990s. relations with Inte-

Tutu wants Kenya reconciliation boss to quit
n e n t p e , « m , k S c * i i r e s L X  ™ “ ° " dui ‘ thl“  haveb“ " made „„r r ,,f ,____________S 2 U S S "  ™ 10"“*»• “«usm g

.....s ^ a s s s  S S f f i  J x E S S ;

nintmn —• ,n  r. .

- r - — ^ w m u u u i
commissioners from around the 
world, including South African 
Nobel Peace laureate Tutu.

“We are* deeply troubled by 
serious allegations of bias and

— cuiu mat ne is
unable to bring an impartial mind 
to bear on his important duties” 
the group said.

Kiplagat was appointed chair­
man of the TJRC in 2008 as an

fore being unable to carry"outhis 
mandate.

The latest letter calling for his
resignation was circulated by the 
new ’fork-based International
Center for Transitional Justice “If 

a n d t h e i n ^ o ^ ^ S  ‘hefTJRC is to be effective, it has to
tion of land” 8 qU1Ŝ  be. free of any taint of real or per-

Earlier this month, the Kenva Snl p imProPriety,” said 
Human Rights Com „ is » „ „  all  ^  S f ' ' ”  ° flC1T

> ^aiiicuidr grand cor- 
ruption, historical land injustices,

 _______     ~ Ainca rrogi

Niger junta delegation on West African tour
A delegation o f the junta in Nieer nm ri.; j .  ,A delegation of the junta in Niger 
yesterday began a tour of several 
West African countries, exactly a 
week after it came to power after 
ousting President Mamadou 
tandja, state radio reported.

Junta leader Major Salou Djibo,

proclaimed head of state late Mon­
day, has mandated Colonel Has- 
sane Mossi to visit Nigeria, Togo, 
Ghana and Burkina Faso” La Voix 
du Sahel (Voice of the Sahel) said. 
The radio did not give further 
details of the tour. The delegation

yesterday met with Nigerian Act­
ing President Goodluck Jonathan 
in Abuja, officials told AFP.

Apart from Mossi, the delega- ' 
tion also includes 10 other mem­
bers of the junta as well as the 
secretary general of ministry o f .

foreign affairs, Abdoulaye Dan- 
Maradi, the radio said.

The Supreme Council for Res­
toration of Democracy (CSRD 
- junta), yesterday last week
ToooSed Jandja’ in power since 
J999, in a military coup.

R w a n d a n  a r m y  

o f f i c e r  g e t s  2 5  

y e a r s  f o r  g e n o c i d e

A former Rwandan military 
officer accused of ordering the 
killing of up to 50 people was 
jaded for 25 years yesterday by a 
UN court trying masterminds of
the country’s 1994 genocide.
■r u 1I? ternati°nal Criminal 
tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) in 
Arusha, Tanzania, found lieuten­
ant colonel Ephrem Setako, 60, 
p u ty  of genocide, crimes against 
humanity and murder.

“The Chamber found that 
Setako ordered the killings on
I 1994 ° f  30 to 40 Tutsis 

at Mukapnra military camp in 
Ruhengen prefecture and around
Joo^ T  is there on 11 May 
994, the tribunal said in a state­

ment on its website.
i S,etako’ who was the head of 
legal affairs in Rwanda’s defense 
rnirustry at the time, was acquit­
ted of other charges of complicity 
to commit genocide, murder as a 
crime against humanity and pil­
lage as a war crime.

. . . A s  S a r k o z y

p a y s  h o m a g e  t o  

g e n o c i d e  v i c t i m s

FRENCH President Nicolas 
Sarkozy yesterday paid homage 
to the victims of the genocide 
against Rwanda’s Tutsis during 
™ r 5ŝ b o f e a | i t oa ^ e d a t

In the name of the people of 
ranee, I pay my respects to the 

victims of the genocide against 
the Tutsis, he wrote in the yisi- 
tors book of the main genocide 
memorial in the capital Kigali. 
Humanity will forever preserve 

the memory of these innocents
read Sufferin8 ” his message

Accompanied by Rwandan 
Foreign Minister Louise Mushiki- 
wabo and Culture Minister Joseph 
Habineza, Sarkozy observed a 
minute of silence in front o fthe  
™a“ 8raves ^ e r e  the remains of 
250,000 victims are buried.

According to the United 
Nations, at least 800,000 people
-  mainly from the Tutsi minority
- were killed within around 100 
days in 1994 by extremist Hutu 
militias.
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Iran leader says opposition 
has lost credibility
IRAN’S supreme leader said the 
opposition has lost its credibil­
ity and the right ^partic ipate  in 
politics by not accepting the June . 
presidential >kctions, state 1V 
reported yesterday.

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said 
those that do not accept the vote 
ofthe majority of the people and 
are trying to turn the elections into 
a weakness for the country should 
be disqualified from participating 
in the Islamic system.

“They have already lost their 
credibility,” he said, without men­
tioning any names. Khamenei, 
who has final say on all state mat­
ters, said the postelection turmoil 
was because certain people wanted 
to deny the will of the majority.

“Denying the vote of the peo­
ple and the harming of the system 
by some individuals” led to the 
postelection unrest, he said, call­
ing the opposition accusations ot 
fraud “a major crime.”

Speaking to a group of clerics, 
Khamenei said those who accept 
the ruling structure of the Islamic 
republic as based on the constitu­
tion would still considered part o 
the system. Khamenei said while 
foreign enemies confront Iran 
abroad, some people inside the 
country were providing them with 
ammunition by repeating their 
accusations against the system.

He urged activists to clarity 
their relations with enemies of

the state.” Opposition leaders Mir 
Hossein Mousavi and Mahdi Kar- 
roubi, both defeated by President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad in the 
election, maintain he won through

Since then hundreds of thou­
sands poured into the streets in 
protest causing the country s most 
serious crisis over the decades. The

 r\r\ tnP

and hundreds in jail.

d e c i d e s  t o  

t a k e  p a r t  in  

I r a q  e l e c t i o n

A top Sunni lawmaker who just 
last week pulled his party out ot 
Iraq’s upcoming election back­
tracked yesterday, ending any 
possibility that minority Sunnis 
would boycott the crucial March 
7 vote.

Saleh al-Mutlaq’s announce­
ment that his National Dialogue 
Front would contest the race was 
the latest twist in an ongoing 
political saga that has gripped the 
Iraqi political establishment tor 
weeks

A Sunni boycott could have • 
called the vote’s legitimacy into 
question, throwing the country 
into turmoil as US forces prepare
to withdraw.

Al-Mutlaq-called on all Ira­
qis to participate in the election, 
which will determine who will 
lead the country as US forces draw 
down.

“After so many calls from our 
supporters, the Iraqi people, not 
to give others a chance to spoil 
jour project, your brothers in the 
National Dialogue Front have 
decided to actively participate ... 
in the upcoming elections, al- 
Mutlaq told a news conference.

Al-Mutlaq had withdrawn his 
party from the race just last Satur­
day because he had been banned 
from running by a committee vet- 
ting candidates for ties to Sad am 
Hussein’s Baath party.

He says he quit the Baath party
in the 1970s.

f i  • d • ht and Syrian  President B ashar Assad review  the honour gu ard  at a l-Shaab presidential pal
I R A N IA N  President M ahm oud A hm adineja ,r ig

Damascus, Syria^yesterday

. . . d e f e n d c  c t r o n g  t i o c  w i t h  t y r i a

Corruption
trial of Israel 
ex-PM Olmert 
resumes
ISRAEL’S former Prime Minister 
Ehud Olmert was back in court 

nti-accino Vns mnor.ence r»t his rorrup-

IRAN defended its strong ties 
with Syria yesterday and dis­
missed US efforts to break up the 
3 0 -year-alliance, saying America 
should not dictat?relationships in
the Middle East.

Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad and his Syrian 
counterpart, Bashar Assad, vowed 
increased cooperation during a 
meeting in Damascus and can- 
celed visa restrictions between
the countries.

“We hope that others dont 
'  give us lessons about our region 

and our history,” Assad told 
reporters when asked about Sec­
retary of State Hillary Rodham 
Clintons comments this week 
that the US is troubled by Syrias 
relationship with Iran. We are

the ones who decide how matters 
will go and we know our interests. 
We thank them for their advice. 
Ahmadinejad was more direct, 
calling for the US to pack up and 
leave the Middle East.

“(The Americans) want to 
dominate the region but they 
feel Iran and Syria are prevent­
ing that,” he said. “We tell them 
that instead of interfering in 
the regions affairs, to pack their 
things and leave.”

A string of high-profile visits 
to Damascus in recent months, 
from the US, France, and now 
Iran, demonstrates Syria’s stra­
tegic importance in the Middle 
East.

US President Barack Obama is 
determined to engage with Syria,

a country seen as key to peace in 
the region but which the St^e 
Department has long considered 
a sponsor of terrorism. Americas 
goals include peeling Syria away
from Iran.

Ahmadinejad’s trip comes 
amid rising US tension with 
Tehran over the country s nuclear 
program. The US and others 
believe Iran is hiding nuclear 
weapons development under the 
guise of a civilian energy pro­
gram. Iran insists that its inten­
tions are peaceful.

Assad signaled his strong sup­
port for Iran, saying Americas 
stance toward the country is a 
new situation of colonialism in
the region.”

Still, Assad could be open to

a breakthrough with the Ameri­
cans. He is hoping for help in 
boosting a weak economy and 
for American mediation in direct 
peace talks with Israel — a recog­
nition that he needs US involve­
ment to achieve his top goal ot 
winning the return of the Golan 
Heights, seized by Israel in the 
1967 Mideast War.

But Secretary of State Clinton 
said Wednesday that the recent 
decision to send the first US 
ambassador to Syria in five years 
does not mean American con­
cerns about the country have been 
addressed. Speaking to lawmak­
ers, Clinton said the nomination 
of career diplomat Robert Ford is 
a sign of a “slight opening” with 
Syria.

. ,ntn r̂l»TT rtrfti-finil hi S'Uiiim .i .ii»»
at the resumption ot his corrup
tion trial.

“A few months ago I came 
before this court as an innocent
man and I believe I will leave as
an innocent man,” Olmert told 
reporters before entering the Jeru­
salem courtroom.

A member of his legal team. 
Rohi Bleher, said the trial would 
last several months with as many 
as 280 witnesses expected to tes­
tify. Yesterday, the prosecutor was 
expected to detail the charges 
against Olmert.

In December, Olmert, 64, 
pleaded not guilty to charges of 
corruption linked to three sepa­
rate cases. He resigned under 
pressure in September 2008 
after police recommended he be 
indicted.

d a i l y  t r u s t  F r id a y ,  F e b r u a r y  26, 2010
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Afghan government claims 
Taliban stronghold
THE Afghan government 
took official control of the 
southern Taliban strong­
hold of Marjah yesterday, 
installing an administrator 
and raising the national flag 
while US-led troops worked 
to root out final pockets of 
militants.

The ceremony was held 
\ ' v ln a central market as US 

"Marines and Afghan troops 
slogged through bomb­
laden fields in the north of 
the town.

The Marines and their 
Afghan partners are try­
ing to secure a 28-square 
mile (45-square kilometer) 
area believed to be the last 
significant pocket of Tali­
ban ..insurgents in Marjah 
Militants and allied troops 
are still getting caught up 
in gunfights in some areas 
NATO said.

But the number of 
residents returning has 
increased in recent days, 
shops have opened to sell 
telephones and computers 
alongside fresh fruit and 
vegetables, and officials 
hailed the installation of

Abdul Zahir Aryan as the 
town’s administrator as a 
key sign of progress. Some 
700 residents gathered to see 
Aryan formally appointed as 
the top government official

in Marjah,-along with gov­
ernment officials and Brig. 
Gen. Larry Nicholson, com­
mander of US Marines in 
Marjah, according to offi­
cials at the event.
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Stronger Fidel
Castro meets with

\

Brazil president

a c t i o n a i d

WEARING his now-trademark track suit, 
Fidel Castro smiles happily and appears to 
vigorously embrace his longtime friend, the 
president of Brazil.

Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva, who met with Castro behind closed 
doors Wednesday, described him as being 
“exceptionally well,” Brazil’s private Agen­
d a  Estado news agency reported, citing 
unidentified Silva aides.

Silva spent more than an hour discuss­
ing various topics with Castro, who ceded 
power to his younger brother Raul — first 
temporarily, then permanently — after 
undergoing emergency intestinal surgery 
in July 2006.

The meeting was closed to international 
news media based in Havana, but informa­
tion about it was carried by Agencia Estado 
and Cuban state media. Recent photo­
graphs released by Cuba’s government have 
also shown a healthier-looking Fidel Castro.

Wednesday’s images show a beaming 
Castro chatting with Silva and mugging for 
the camera with the Brazilian president’s 
communications minister while Silva him­
self takes a photo. The gray-bearded revo­
lutionary was ftiought to be in far graver 
health — in fact, rumors of his imminent 
death were frequent — the last time Silva 
came to see him in January 2008.

This time, Silva felt Castro looked 
“much different” and improved, Agencia 
Estado reported.

Cuba’s state television led its evening 
newscast with a report on the meeting, 
though it didn’t broadcast any images of 
Castro until the 30-minute show’s closing, 
when it displayed several still photographs 
of the former leader.

The report said Castro and Silva dis­
cussed several matters, including the UN 
climate conference in Copenhagen. After

that conference, Castro released a string of 
essays strongly criticizing President Barack 
Obama for Washington’s brokering of an 
accord that urges — but does not require 
— major polluters to make deeper emis­
sions cuts.-

Also visiting Cuba was socialist Ven­
ezuelan President Hugo Chavez, another 
close friend and confidant of Fidel Castro.

Silva, Chavez and Raul Castro had all 
been in the Mexican Caribbean city of Playa 
del Carmen on Tuesday for a Latin Ameri­
can and Caribbean “unity” summit. There 
was no word on whether Fidel Castro met 
with Chavez, a frequent visitor to Cuba.

Before their meeting with Fidel Castro, 
Silva and Raul Castro donned guayabera 
dress shirts and traveled to the port city of 
Mariel, about 30 miles (50 kilometers) west 
of Havana, where Brazil’s government is 
helping build a new port designed to han­
dle full-size container ships.

The $600 million renovation is being 
split equally between Silva’s government 
and Cuba. Brazil is Cuba’s fourth-largest 
commercial partner, with nearly $700 mil­
lion in trade between the two countries in 
2008, the most current figures available.

Raul Castro became provisional presi­
dent on July 31, 2006, and took over per­
manently two years ago Wednesday. But he 
played down the anniversary in comments 
to the news media. Silva’s comments were 
not the first recent indication Fidel Castro 
has turned the corner on his health.

During a visit to Havana in October, the 
director of the World Health Organization, 
Margaret Chan, met with him for more than 
two hours and said he was “wonderful” and 
“very dynamic.” Chan said at the time that 
Castro had more endurance than she did. 
“I’m younger than him and I felt tired when 
he wasn’t,” she said.

E M E N T
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Policy, Advocacy & Gender Technical Advisor, (One position each fo r Benue, 
O gun&Akwalbom )

Person Specifications —
Education/Qualifications
* Degree in Social Sciences, Arts or Humanities is essential.
* Post graduate degree in a relevant field is essential.

Experience
« A minimum of 7 years working experience preferably in the social development field 

is essentia!
* A minimum of 3 years experience in a similar position is essential
* Experience ofthe Nigenan policy environment as it relates with Gender & HIV/AIDS

is essential t
* Experience in HI V Prevention and Gender mainstreaming is desirable

S m i Abilities
« Excellent computer application skills is essential 
« Excellent oral and written communication skills is essential
* Excellent conceptual, analytical, documentation and presentation skills is 

essential
* Excellent Skills in policy analysis and Interpretation is essential

Personal Qualities
* Creative and takes initiative,
« Able to work effectively in a diverse team environment
* Willing and able to travel

Capacity Building Technical Advisor, (One position each for Nasarawa, Ogun 
&Akwalbom ) v

Person Specifications
Education/Qualifications
* Degree in Social Sciences, Arts or Humanities is essential
* Post graduate degree in a relevant field is essential.

i
Experience .
* Armnimum of 7 years working experience preferably in the social de.-eio^rnent field 

is essential
* A minimum of 3 years experience in a similar position is essential
* Experience in working with HIV/AIDS -related Civil Society Organisation n  the area 

of capacity building and prevention is essential
.  Experience of the Nigerian policy environment as it relates with Gender & hiv AIDS 

<i is desirable

Skill/Abilities
« Excellent computer application skills essential
* Excellent Skills in capacity building essential
* Excellent oral and written communication skills essential
* Excellent conceptual analytical, documentation and presentation skills essential

Personal Qualities
« Creative and takes initiative.
* Able to work effectively in a diverse team environment
> Willing and able to travel

All interested candidates should fill in the application form as accessed from the appi.cat-on 
p a c k  o n  w w w . a c t i o n a i d -  n i
hWf'i://w‘«vw.actionaid.ora/paoes.asox?PacielD=12&itemlD=190 for Enhancing Nigerian 
R esponse (E N R ) C a p a c ity  B u i ld in g  T e c h n ic a l A d v is o r  and 
hnp:/.%iAw.actionaid,Qrg/cage^MM E M S fe l2 & J i-n ffiE lM  for Enhancing N i yen an 
Response (ENR) Pol icy, Advocacy &  Gender Technical Advisor

The application pack contains the Vacancy announcement, Job Description and Application 
form. Subject line of emails should clearly state position applied for and name of 
applicant with surname first otherwise application will not be considered,

ActionAid offers competitive terms of employment. Applications from women are 
particularly welcome. Applications are also particularly welcome from candidates living 
with HIV/AJDs (PLWHAs). '

Closing date for receipt of application forms is 12* March, 2010. Only she'", listed 
candidates will be contacted. Only Electronically completed application forms will be 
entertained and should be mailed to vacaocMjgeria@9.cteoaAa3- Applications w® 
ONLY be considered if submitted on AAN's Standard Application forms.
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O nly a few days ago, she Nigerian Tribune celebrated

Q M ? ?  Typically‘ * « « > » » «

J and style, pomp. ,M a re  wUe  M

“ dvanJoT 7 ^  ™ ”  'hal ,te  pal» r « «  « «
anrf “ “ “ ,on “  re* ™ d «*«« 10 objectiver“ i r r  “ ,n *  •»

(iopte 1  1  a“  N'9“ la in **»
S L a t l T , m°re eC,UCa'?d aM *“"'>>9.unfortunately. Tribune still clings to its archaic and

and mercenary journalism. Till d a te X e r i ln  t S T  ° { Champ']0nmg ethnicitV' tribalism, 
its tribal cocoon and move in tandem with r  ^  S refused to 'derate itself from ■ 
everything that is not South-West, it is DarS t  f  3 “  automafca!!y °PPoses
happens to do with the North Otherwise hnw ^  tess and treasonable if it t
any establishment headed by a n o r t h e r n e r * *  consistent««ackon \  
glaringly crlmina! excesses of some people from t h e T ^  remaWn9 sitef*  on the
defending wrong doings by anybody, rather th- v , ? west? Although one is not,
ethnicity, religion or creed. ' PaPer should be fair to all, regardless of

headlines allegin̂ thattheretverê grumbtaq̂ jn̂ h03' °f TnbUn6 With SWa™»9
postings of officers. The story, which is an o b v i o ^ l T ^  °V6r What they!caiied  ̂ psided 
Army, was certainly aimed at tarnishing the aood: * *° ̂ postin9s in the
institution and its leadership. Whoever is behind S !  repUtat'°n of the A™y as an
° f  democracy, peace and stability of this nation R ^*®,ess st0fV is indeed an enemy
up was to create panic, tension and aenerai rf ' « !he a*m of the write'

A lth A lirtk  A ..

I' MY
DirectorGener^ N a t o ^  “ o m T  T T *  ^  SerVICes’

serving through t h r t r Y o r u b " Whosei nterestT* u n e is
« *  '«<>  -  *  .he r a * , s ? r r
unpatriotic and disgruntled Nigerians Most ait > ' W° U reca?ted that some highly
recent political impasse in the country to c a u s e ^ a ^ T ^ ^  * ° ^  adv3f5{a9e of !he 
means. Their frustration is that ftfOU9h various
remains an impediment to their ominous goal Now the * " " *  “  COnsiituied
highly discredited retired public officers as armw h h * ™  9f0UP haS commissioned 
™  P - >  to lay ground

in the Va w . r C a p e ‘ ao”  S S 2 S S 2 S T  ”  * * “ *

' ^ 2 5 r s r s : ,< r ? pwsdmi gmi“
toe manner they were able to hold the armed L e s t o a e t f T rf‘ ™"' a,y b“ “ S'  ° ' 
const,Monal responsibility M  „  over m  rf ” ® ’' and ens”  «»> stock to the 
political logjam that followed..’ *  *  * * * * * * *  * “

debunked the a l le » ( to ^ ? t \ ' ‘^ ert'f^m'lo0^ 1*'3''01̂  a" a lnforma,io''  has at» d y  
baseless and unfounded publication. Certainly J T n m  th e ^ t  nX5tiVe ° f $UCh 
otherwise Tribune would have also drawn infer * interest of this nation;
the Nigerian Air Force, which Is'headed by SheTk' ^  the f8Cent P°stings done by 
posting which was made available to the J L  Z*™ ™ ' ^  observers of that
Voruba Christians officers over and above fh u  568 *ha! “  mdeed favoured the
Vice Marshalls given comman"!Z o ^ Z T f ^ Z  ° Ut ° f ihe
Air Commodores, over 20 of them were from th» c 2  il/"1 ^  Y° fUba' ° Ut of the 33 
fact the only northerners were the Director of i f ° U * 6Stern part of this country. In 
Base-Service Group Kaduna i d  2 0 4 ^ ^  * ?  "T* ° ^ 35
posting be and does It mean there are no n L h  ' "  r®spectlve!y- How lopsided can a 
and easterners that can grumble in the Airforce? ^  b6iterS' $° Uth southerners

the public. If one would take the allegations one aft, f V  ?°  m'Siead 9u!,lble members of 
that Tribune indeed has hidden ^  ^  9iarin910 a»
postings were recent. Far from it for in^ta »k 93Ve the impression that the
Commander was done in 2008 and the nr P0st,n9 of Bri9ade of Guards
Mustapha actually took over from Major Gr ^  m  Commander Brigadier General 
particularly during Obasanjo. the successive HrfV[U" 9ul)0r .However before them and 
Major Generals Shoboiki. Oshanupin and Anita h i f  °  ds Corr!nr®nders were
from southwest. Tribune also made mention nf th ’°  They were al! Yor^bas
of 4 Guard Battalion and Guard Brigade Garrison ̂ u f ’th’6^  commanders 
that within the same Guards 8riqade“ the Command ™ n v  ^ ^  dedined t0 report 
•  U Coi Agachi (Ibo man) who Is neitoer t 2 7 T °  177 ° Uards Battalion
Chief of Staff at the headquarters who is the no r  J ° m Katsina State, while the 
fromCrossRiversState. operational Commander, is Colonel Isoni

seasoned professionafhaf b e e lT e X c e d T a ^ " T  ° f  Mlgenan Army Corps, "a
the Tribune to know that he was replaced I  f  ̂  d PerS° n" “  may interest 
Bassey whom we learned is an emiaii ~ °  °  16r officer tflan Major Genera) EE
officer, who certainly is not from Kano or K^inaTtate eminent,y ^ualified artillery
to the rank of Major General must be a 'n an*  ̂  eyery officer that rose
north or south, Christian or Muslim It might mtere ^ ° feSSIOnal whether he is from the 
posted Brigadier General KTJ Minimal, the formerT  '°  ^  ^  reC6n?,y
was replaced by no other person than B rio™ ^ r  Commander ot 1 Brigade Sokoto,
Army Headquarters Garrison, Both of whom are f ° D EnSfe Wh° Se last unit was
the fact that the Nigerian Army does not have anv f m ^  E0aally imeresting is
t e  a Divisioh by ,ha,

«»aW . » « B . K t o * , i  commanaM t y u S 7 " a3 » Mal0' G“ «

a tae  K a n ^ S 'n a  S to te  “  “ to”  ’' . L ' T  » » »  *Oto the north la
Nigepan Tptane „  « »  «  ^ o e n t  ppblication, by ,h,

and attempt to divide the Army along ethbo1J e tS 'Snr tflln90(her'ha,1Sheerm'sc,1ief
are of the view that further comparative anal ■ i9' t US S’ WhiCfl Wl!*00t succeed. We 
other papers to ascertain the degree of ̂ o n ^ r f p 0^  ^  undertaken by Tribune and 
throughout the democrat,c^

^ ^ • m p r o p e r p e r a p g  ^  J

top army officers that were p L ^ Z  l T r Z  I  ^  h  the amied fo^s,S om e 
the Navy and Air force last year are yet to be posted 9enSral and their ec*uivaterit in
military said that the acting D re s id P m  f  n6W ranks' Sburces dose to the
military, especially the professionalism It di<f *he pfesent ,eacj®rship of the
Var’A d u a a b s e n c e . H . i t o Z t '  T  ^  
posting. The Chief of Defence Staff Air Chief i d 317 eadersh,p to aff6ct the
colleagues to the Presidential Villa to-pledge their unallov hT  D|ke' !aS* Thursday< led his 
Nigerian Tribune 15/02/2010. . ’ y toyally ,othe acting president.”

impress,OP that the , rmy w i  n ", amono^T ^ B’°  Pres“ ' * >  an
publications, apart from trying to cause dlsafferi * T  S' Th® sponsors of these
in distracting the Chief of Army Staff from t l  ^  indications, they are hell bent
P -iod he has been in WOrk he is d“ "9 - t hin the shorl

achieve while in such position. We are ali aware o m ^ ^ 9 ^  ^  Were Wable t0 
m circumstance to impact positively but thev did n , ^  ^  ° f ‘a M r *  w hm  they were
People could only surround themse,veS ^  W  3 ^  When SUĈs : : fr r r̂

sectional interest and Godfathers Thev should v t *  IS t°  Charnpior! ethnic and 
soldiers to promote their selfish interest to heat th ° P ^ mg haPless officers and 
Brigade commander and change
but a desperate attempt to illegally seize control of ® n9f de of Guards is nothing 
Capital Territory, especially durinq the a b ^n r«  t o  y !n Abuia' the Federal

The same group also wants to control the Army to fa r i T ^ T *  UmarU MuSa Yaf,Adua-
the redeployment of the Commander of the ?®a! ° a bunkertn9 th'ough

Z l l Z Z  t th!  army — -  remain
in Particular shoutd also The Chief Army

down procedures without fear or favour oSr a d v t o e ' I T  8CC° rdif19 ‘°  !aid
resist being used as a platform for promotina n Z  130 6 iS that '*mus{
to be a credible newspaper a n d ^  and Selfish 1̂^erest if they wish 
mission statement. common man as they stated ip their

of intolerance and sectional conflict to be T ™  fann,ns the embers
and ethnic conflict w ,  c o ^ m e  ^ ^  R^ » «
^  Live the F.dera, R. publlc ^  "  '*"S

—TVMINMWi
Colonel Adamu Mamisu j

t t  Cof Damina Ibrahim (rtd)

C olonel Sadau Garba (rtd)
I /

A

Major Malhula (rtd) ^ *1
C j
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iistrycommits huge 
funds to woo US investors

By Sunday Williams

HUGE sums of money will be committed bv the 
Commerce Ministry in order to woo Amerkan 
investors, according to Minister of Commerce 
and Industry Achike Udenwa. The m in S S  dfd 
not specify how much it will cost Nigeria to stage 
a forum in Atlanta, Houston and Chicago £  
experts said it may run into huge sums of money. 
Some experts who spoke to Daily Trust doubted 
the mission and called it another jamboree But

saidthe forneWSmfl? yeSterday in Ab“ja, Udenwa, said the forum is the outcome of last vear’« tts

mS S '  Th d InVeStment framework Agree­ment (TIFA). The minister said the 1st US-Nigeria 
business forum in three US states is an opportunity

i “ nd" s,“ d bus™ ss “ pp” 1™'

Kaduna, Warri refineries
start production
By Hamisu Muhammad

w °f thS nation’s refineries in Kaduna 
and Warn are now back on stream with
p l y  60 P f Cent caPacity Production of 
Premium Motor Sprit (PMS), Dual Pur-

C p r duc;se (D P K )an d o th e rPetro-
The Nigerian National Petroleum 

Corporation (NNPC) disclosed this yes­
terday in Abuja. 7

It said that the two refineries will 
compliment fuel supply and ease the 
scarcity m the country.

NNPC said that the Kaduna refinery

n o  000 Kapac,lty ,t0 pn,cess a"d  refine 110 000 barrels of crude oil per day but
due to the failure of crude supply and the
delay in completion of the TAM it had
been idle for more than 2 years.
_ It said in the same vein the Warri

125000 h f caPacity to Process 
rPn ’f  °  ,ba" els Per day but had also 
remained idle since the middle of last

liT J  ? a  f litantS’attack on * e  Pipene atjhe Chanomi Creeks that supplies

crude oil to it from Escravos
A statement from NNPC said that the 

Kaduna refinery had fully came on stream 
riday the 19th of February, 2010 and 

two weeks earlier the Warri Refinery and

tion T h H 't  mpany’ startedProduc­tion. The statement said the Kaduna refin
w T p S  prodllces Premium Motor
(DPK) A t Purpose KeroseneUPK), Automotive Gas Oil (AGO) and 
Low Pour Fuel Oil (LPFO).
“ i statement said the NNPC was 
glad to announce to Nigerians that the 

Turn Around Maintenance of refineries 
embarked upon by the NNPC is beginning 

pay off as the Kaduna refinery fully came 
on stream last Friday and has stabilized at 
60 per cent capacity.”

The statement noted that all the D ri-  

* e  Kaduna refinery have 
tarted production, adding that this would

petroleumWay^n redudng imP°rtation of petroleum products into the country by the
Corporation and other importers.
, PC expressed optimism that with 

the refineries now back on stream, the chal­

lenge of fuel queues noticed in some 
states of the federation wouW soon 
become a thing of the past

According to NNPC, “Already the 
fe lin e s  and Product Marketing Com­

pany, PPMC, a subsidiary of the Cor­
poration has begun the evacuation and
from th1” 8 tht\ petr° leum Products trom the revamped refineries.”

7 he Corporation maintained that in
line with the transformation programme
o the NNPC, all the refineries would be
made to work as a truly commercial
entity to avoid a relapse in line with the
determination of the management ofthe
Corporation to transform it from a cost
centre to a profit making entity.

The NNPC spokesman called on the I
Z f n h l i  f T ‘,nd Nigerians to sup- 
P the Federal Government deregula- I 
tion agenda saying that is the only way I

r „ ^ c n8fuelsupplycha"en8''
TA Mht\KRuPC' f 'Cently went through the
do lW r 8U ab° Ut 19  million u s

NIPC aims to sustain 
$20bn FDI in 2010

By Sunday Williams

PromoHon11? 6 Secretary ofNigerian Investment 
promotion Commission (NIPC), Engr.Mustafa 

ohas said that the Commission intends to sus

(FDI) it attra T  $J b\ ForeiSn Direct Investment 
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Demand soars for'pure' water

By Abubakar Mommoh

SELLERS of sachet water, P°PUJ ^  C a d e 'S ?  A sachet oTpur!

metropolis with some areas getting only a tew no

“ ® s a s f f i a . t s = = w s
more for the iced blocks. rnm m red to what she was earning

" rtauon ,sadded, she hawking ,h ,  p u r e  water

in the coihplex said he was' hired .0  sell and did no, know w h , »  now

be'TTie°rise'in temperature is also *^tewein^.^aid by^the
Abdulsalam, Ade, who came o certainly become

S ^ ^ S ^ S ^ a „ J , h , „ g ,o

d°  There’is al^o “ high demand for bottled mineral ware, like coke, 

fanta, sprite, etc

Dangote introduces new 
products at Kaduna fair

From Ibraheem Musa, Kaduna

t • F̂>TT  ̂has introduced a new range of

household products, were showcased at Podium Alhaji

® S 5 K 3 S 4 s r -
PEOPLE at every °PPor̂ n^ mnanvhas not only diversified its range of
ACCORDING to him, t e p y demand of its customers in Nigeria
products so as to m eet* e; ^ X a t egones of people because they have and abroad, they are ideal for ̂  categories 0 1 ^ , ?  ̂

EARLIER in his r e m a r k s  councd mem (k a d CCIMA), Prince

S S S S S S S S f f i » ^ r U a i n g^ P ^
ucts for use in Nigeria ̂ d  abroad doin tQ ject
S S d; K ^ ” a „ T p ^ b r ^ r m g t o ,M 8eriaca»  

compete with all countries without any t e ^  ^  fair> and
HE sa id K A D C C IM A  v a lu es th e p ^ c ip ^ io n o ^  ^  subsequent e d l_

expressed hope that the comp y Xrust, Mr Henry Ejiregbe, the
tions of the fair in future. Speaking y ngd ’that Dangote Industries
marketing executive o fR a d u n a re g ^  J> that is why it came

investors storm 
trade fair

Stories from Abubakar K.Mommoh

NO fewer than 179 investors from 
Turkey Wednesday visited the 
ongoing 31st Kaduna Interna­
tional Trade Fair in furtherance of
trade cooperation between the two 
countries, Daily Trust has learnt.

Kaduna Chambers ot
Commerce, Industries and
A g r ic u l t u r e ,  (KADCCIM A),
the organizers of the fair had 
announced that about 80 investors 
from Turkey were being expected, 
' ngside to participate in the 31st 

de fair which began last Friday. 
Confirming this in an inter­

view with Daily Trust, the  Direc­
tor General of KADCIMMA 
Alhaji Usman Sallawa said the

delegation were taken round the 
trade fair grounds to give them 
firsthand experience.

Sallawa said the delegation was
divided into three groups in view 
of their large numbers in order to
manage them properly.

He explained that the visitors 
had requested to witness the trade 
fair to see how they could assist, 
adding that however that they had 
promised to participate fully next
year. ,

He said the investors had ear­
lier visited state and planned to 
have trade and investment forum 
and business relationship with 
Nigeria business community and
the country. .

Commenting on the visit, the

Director General expressed opti­
mism it would rub off on the 
country’s economy opening vari­
ous opportunities in manufactur­
ing, real estate, oil and gas, solar 
energy and fast food/pastries
business.

“ I believe we stand to gam a 
lot in real estate, for instance, the 
Kaduna State millennium city 
project will gain partnering with 
Turkish investors”, he said.

He did not state when the var­
ious business discussions would 
be consummated but assured 
that the chambers was planning a 
trade mission to Turkey next year, 
adding it had received invitation 
to participate in the country s 
trade fair.

Police nab pick pockets
TWO young suspected thieves 
were arrested at the trade fair 
ground by the security operatives 
while trying to steal handsets from
members ofthe public.

Security operatives who spoke 
in confidence said one ofthe sus­
pects; was nearly lynched by the
m o b  when they rescued him.

The suspect who had blood all 
over him when he was brought into
the councils building told Daily

Trust that he is a mechanic based
in Bukuru in Plateau State and came 
to the trade fair to buy some goods.

He denied being a thief saymg 
that the mob took away his money, 
phone and ID card.

However the victim, Ayuba 
Gods power told our correspond­
ent that the second suspect was 
trying to remove his handset 
from his pocket when he caught 
him. God’s power who said he is

a member o'f a chaplain dedicated 
to fighting crime said such miscre­
ants must be punished to serve as
deterrent. ,

The police officer in charge ot 
security declined comments on the
security situation at the fair

Daily Trust gathered that 
despite tight security measures 
during the fair many pickpock­
ets and petty thieves have been .
apprehended.

~ = ; = = S !  : s ! S S  S a S E S s  K S l i tGLOBACOM says the decision 
to promote show biz is a deliber­
ate policy on youth empowerment 
in the country Regional manager 
of the company in the North Mr. 
Kaka Olukemi made this known 
Wednesday at the GLO special day 
at the 31st Kaduna international 
trade fair.

the company was not investing 
in educational development 
as its competitor, pointing out 
that each network had its own 
focus to drive its business.

He explained that the rea­
son why the company pro­
motes more show biz in the 
South is because Hollywood,

1 . 1 _ u ’l/Y/rflpf cV »r\w n i7 . in

the country is located there , add­
ing however that the company 
has been promoting many per­
sonalities as GLO ambassadors 
among them  Nuhu Aliyu and
SaniDanja

The Regional manager saia 
the company was at the fair to 
introduce some of its new P™ij'

WIN. According to him, Glo 
talk back allows the subscribers 
to pay as 30 kobo per second on 
GLO-GLO network and 60kobo 
to other networks, which gives 
subscribers about 80% reduc­
tion in tarrif.

BIDWIN is a reserve auction 
game where subscribers bid low

for 18 days. The subscriber with 
the lowest unique bid at the end 
of each day wins a Kia Rio Car.

The entire subscriber has to 
do text you’re BID to 300.

He promised that the com ­
pany will continue to reward its 
loyal subscribers with more pro­
mos to be introduced during the 
year.
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Nigeria: From black gold to raw gold
By Abdulkadir Badsha Mukhtar

TOWARDS the end of 
~009, the M inistry of 
Mines and Steel Develop- 

x ''i .m e n t  ur*der the leadership 
of Mrs. Diezani Alison 
Madueke disbursed micro 

X  grant of $10 million to 31 
small-scale mining coop­
eratives and communities 
across the country.

The fund which was 
granted to some qualified 
small scale miners is from 
the World Bank scheme: 
Sustainable Management of 
Mineral Resources Project 
(SMMRP). The aim of the 
scheme was to facilitate the 
development of Artisan 
and Small Scale Mining 
activities across the globe.

I he total credit avail­
able to be disbursed to the 
qualified countries was 
$120 million with a grace 
period of 10 years and a 
maturity period of 40 years.

The objective of the 
project, according the 
World Bank was to increase 
the government’s long term 
institutional and technical 
capacity to manage Niger- 
ias mineral resources in a 
sustainable way.

In e  project also sought 
to establish a basis for 
poverty reduction and 
rural economic renewal in 
selected areas of the coun­
try via the development of 
non-farm income generat­
ing opportunities through 
small-scale mining to 
diversify the economic base 
from oil.

Nigeria has many m in­
erals resources and in 
most cases in commer­
cial quantity. Many peo­
ple are exploring some of 
these abandoned resources

locally and illegally. Thou­
sands of these resources 
remained untapped.

Nigeria has these miner1 
als in excess, some of which 
are: Bitumen/tar sand with 
estimated reserves of 27 
billion barrels of oil equiv­
alent. Gold also has esti­
mated reserves of 2.7 billion 
tonnes, Iron ores 3 billion 
tonnes, Limestone 2.23 tril­
lion tonnes, Barytes 14 mil­
lion tonnes, Lead/Zinc Sul­
phides 1 million tonnes and 
Gold 3,000 meters. Nigeria 
has untapped gold of over 
300,000 ounces, with 2 mil­
lion ounces estimated.

Nigerian gold is capa­
ble of competing with that 
of Ghana. Ghana produces 
ten percent (10%) of the 
worlds gold which makes 
her the world second larg­
est producer of gold.

It is on record that 
Nigeria without the inter­
vention of foreign grants 
had at one time become 
the worlds largest exporter 
of Columbite and the sixth 
largest exporter of Cas- 
sterite (Tin). Nigeria now 
imports virtually every 
solid mineral materials 
needed for its industry.

The Minister of mines 
and steel development had 
once told Nigerians that, 
“Mining sector in the coun­
try is an alternative to the 
oil sector.”

She had also said over 
500,000 household relied 
on local unskilled mining. 
She^said the consequences 
are “uncontrolled informal 
small-scale mining.”

Even with this aban­
doned mineral resources 
in the country, mining 
sector presently contrib­
utes less than one percent

(1%) to the Nigerian 
Gross Domestic Prod­
uct (GDP). This means 
that it is not playing 
any role visibly in the 
nations economy. This 
is not because it can’t 
but because, according 
to observers, successive 
leaders have neglected 
for oil.

The sector therefore 
has been in comer for 
close to forty years, to 
the extent that Nigeria 
has “missed out on the 
various opportunities to 
capitalize on the upswing 
of commodity’s prices.” 

Nigeria is collaborat­
ing with the World Bank 
supported Sustainable 
Management of M in­
eral Resources Project 
(SMMRP) to support 

■ small-scale mining in 
providing grants to the 
tune $50,000.

It is as though the 
sector is grossly under­
funded. When the 
World Bank team visited 
the country last year to 
access the three-month 
activities o f the m inis­
try regarding the $10 
million grant allocated 
for the development of 
the activities of Arti­
sanal Small-Scale M in­
ing (ASM) the Minister 
asked for more money.

“We are looking for­
ward to the World Bank 
to increase their scope 
of our financial involve­
ments so that it encapsu­
lates not just the lowest 
cadre, which has already 
been represented under 
the $10 million grant, 
but so that by next year 
we should be able to also 
take care of the middle' * i-iKC . aie ..I slit-

H  Nigerian gold is capable of competing with 

that of Ghana, Ghana produces ten percent 
(10%) ofthe world's gold which makes her 

the world second largest producer of gold.

It is on record that Nigeria without the 

intervention of foreign grants had at one 

time become the world's largest exporter of 
Columbite and the sixth largest exporter of 

Cassferite (Tin). Nigeria now imports virtu­
ally every solid mineral materials needed 
for its industry.

and larger cadre of small- 
sc^le miners as”, the M in­
ister said.

She said the small- 
scale miners are impor­
tant to the nation’s econ­
omy because in that sector 
alone “we can reach well 
up to 20 million jobs if 
properly articulated in the 
next two years.”

She said Mining has 
to be admitted into pro­
grams like National Pov- 
ei ty Eradication Program 
(NAPEP), Millennium 
Development Goals 
(MDGs) and all organiza ­
tions working towards cre­
ating better lives for rural 
dwellers.

Artisanal and Small- 
scale Mining, she said, is 
typically a poverty driven 
activity and largely prac­
tised by poor people with 
scarce alternative liveli­
hood in -the rural areas 
across the country.
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INVITATION TO A

P U B L I C  H E A R I N G
ON A Bill FOR AN ACT TO 

i ?j

The House Compnittees on Diaspora and Foreign 

Affath invite' all stake holders to a Public Hearing on A 

Bill for an Act to Establish the Nigerians in Diaspora 

Commission Etc (HB 294).

The objective of the Bill is to provide for the 

engagement of Nigerians in Diaspora in the policies, 

projects and participation  in the  

development of Nigeria and for the 

purpose of utilizing the human, capital 

and material resources of Nigerians in 

D i a s p o r a  t o w a r d s  t h e  o v e r a l l  

socioeconomic, cultural and political 

development of Nigeria.

Date:
Venue:

Time:

Tuesday, 2nd March, 2010 

Conference room 028, House of 
Representatives, new building, 
National Assembly Complex 

Abuja

2 p . m

Stake holders are required to forward 20 
copies of their memoranda to Barr. Oscar 
Okoro, Clerk House Committee o n  Diaspora, 
HB 47 or room 7 House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  

N a t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y  C o m p l e x ,
&hujafharoscarnas s# v 3hooxom i on or

before 2 march ,2010.
On behalf of the joint committees, please 
accept the assurances of our esteem regards

i

H o n .  A b i k e  O a b i r i - E r e w a

H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  D ia s p o r a

H o n .  U m a r  B a t u r e

H o u s e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  

F o r e ig n  A f fa i r s

\  NIGERIA ARABIC LANGUAGE VILLAGE, NGALA
/  (iBter-Uaiversity Centre for Arabic Stiifai

Office ofJJtc.Buector
%

i  ,t a i s o n  « m c f c
6A,LAflVA RO A tl.dlD O * '

Tel: (i -i-T 't-T*'M3C:

7  The Nigeria Arabic Language Village,
mwimdh ?mo eaaitai owiecte. in v»w of the above, . loredAf-

and interested----------- .. ____
documents to the Miagefortbe following projects

j S/No | Project Description
i Prê uaiSEatioiT&
I N  _

f i a t  1A 

; Lot 1B  

I I Lot2A,
iXSai"
j Lot 2C 

I ; Lot iA. 
tot J§ 
LotlC

TMttlltMfipty S t«wt»8ii»o« of SjjiWwnMbnwu*
interpreVinsequipmentj------ .........................................
f  ffiEiii (supply and installation of digital language
taboratoryeguipment}

mate S!i r.anstfuciloft of mate —
to mala HosfejL.-----

Solar facilities to male Students/ Hostel
| Can&taudioR of 

Furniture to H#?**)....

Tender Fees j

20 ,(MM .

M.OM.OO
rn m w l
10.000.00 j 
lioosM.;

 10,001)00 I
 10.000 00 i

5,500 00 i 
10,000 00
10.000.00

9  ft P P P ^ U A U r i C A T I O N R g Q y t B i m N T S i

0)
P)
P)
(tv)

(V)
be
fvi)
(v«)

(v i)
f«)
(x)
(«}

to

Provide evidence of registration ww _  -
provide evidence of registration with N s g e n a  A r a b i c  Language Village (NALV),
S v id e  evidence of current Tax Clearance Certificate for the last three

experience of the company’s
involved in the project(s) where applicable (enclosed photocopies of credertta ).

List of Plant and Equipment {where applicable), «widenceof
Verifiable list of projects completed, listing names of clients, contract sum. ev«d . _ -
p r a c t i c a l  comp!e!ion(2007,2008.&2009j ■ ?nft»&2009
Audited Account of the bidder for the last three (3) years20Q7,2008 & 2009
B a n k  r e f e r e n c e  a n d  Bank statement
Articles and memorandum of Association,
Any other relevant information

3.o m m m i

S S S f S S S S E S
documents from the Office ofthe Coordinator Municipal Services Department,
4 0 SUBMISSIONS

a,envelopes and<
pro 
the

b) The PrfH,unification and full v ,jiage Nga|a on or before 10 am 16w
Director/Chief Executive. Nigeria Arabic ^ 9 ^ 9  mmedsa!eiy by 10.00 am at the Council 
M a k  2010. Thef ^ u a i' ^ ^ ™ t i ^ ^ c ^ ^ n v t e d  towitness the opening. The Village

- d e  by Contactors. Only Pre-Chamber. Willingte^ef^sandGeneralpubik w h t o ^  fay Contractors. Only Pre-

NOTE

if > That the Village is not bound to accept tenders sent by courier or post,

n  Interested « r « -  may mate wbm M kx to. M  mo,e than t»o (2, protect, and mu* 
show competency in each ofthe lots separately.

iv) On the opening date, the Pre' ĉ * “ ^  ̂ s a S S to ry  X S t o S S f S l l  lender.

'PUS ? S K 5  R E E K  ^  ha“
tenders opened for consideration.

Alt Intoreslet* eon,p»nl« m u* p n d uc  «< ■><*""«">» “  * »  “ *
opening tor sighting only.

Signed:
Director/Chief Executive.

Nigeria Arabic Language Village, Ngala 
10/02/2010
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Business/Energy
Chevron to 
build 750mw 
power plant
in Lagos

By Hamisu Muhammad

CHEVRON Nigeria Limited has
indicated interest to construct a
750 mega watts capacity power
plant m Agora, Lagos State, the
Chairman and Managing Director
° e c°mPany Andrew Fawthrop
nas said. r

Fawthrop said at a media parley
'  ‘ltth  ̂ongoing Nigeria Oil and Gas 

Conference in Abuja that he has 
v  invited tenders to power the plant

He noted that there is cur­
rently a serious shortage of power 
in Nigeria but when there is stable 
power generation; capital inflow 
will increase in the country.

On the domestic gas obligation,
the Chevron Boss said it is not true 
that Chevron has restricted sup­
ply of sas to PHCN„ “we push out 
every standard Cubic feet of gas 
we produce from our Escravos gas 
plant to the Nigerian Gas Com 
pany.

He said: “We have flare out 
projects since 1992. Currently we 

ave three flare out projects each 
will cost over a billion USD. The 
Escravos Gas to Liquid project 
will come soon by the end of this 
quarter and that will push up the 
delivery of gas up”.

On the oil production, Faw­
throp said the production in the 
joint venture is running to about 
240,000mbd in both the deepwater 
and Agbami field.

A  m an  re fu e ls  h is  c a r a t a p e tro l sta tio n  in S y d n e y

O i l  p r i c e s  

l o s e  $ 2  a  

d r u m
OIL fell by nearly $2 per barrel 
yesterday to about $78, dragged 
down by a rise in the dollar as the 
euro slid on concerns about the 
outlook for the European econ­
omy and after a surprise jump in 
U.S. unemploymerit.

The euro fell to a one-year low 
against the yen and was down ver­
sus the dollar on uncertainty over 
the ability of the Greek govern­
ment to cope with its fiscal crisis, 
while the dollars trade-weighted 
index rebounded.

U.S. crude futures for April
- rfL dr n $L8°  P ^  barrel at 
$78.20 by 1420 GMT, after hit­
ting a low of $77.88.
4 r Th5, contract rose more than 
$1 on Wednesday, lifted by com­
ments by U.S. Federal Reserve 
Chairman Ben Bernanke, who 
stressed his commitment to low 
U.S. interest rates. London Brent 
crude lost $1.68 to $76.41 abarrel.

A firmer dollar makes oil and 
other commodities more expen- 
sive for holders of other curren­
cies and also dragged gold down 
to near a two-week low Reuters.

majors divided
over Nigeria's
reforms

By Hamisu Muhammad

1 HERE is division among the International 
Oil Companies IOC) as some of them have 
penly supported Nigeria’s bid to carry out far 

reaching reforms in the oil and gas sector while 
others are opposed to the Petroleum Industry 
Bill currently with the National Assembly.

fotal Upstream said they are ready to work 
with Nigerian government in the ongoing 
reforms m the oil and gas sector ® S

du J in n  TCf  fTrTesident> Exploration and Pro­
duction^ Total Upstream Worldwide, Mr. Wves

Darricarrere said Nigeria was a very
important country in Totals business and that

m / h  t0COntlnue to investin Nigeria. 
Mr. Darricarrere made this com m lm ent

during a courtesy visit to the Group Manag- 
l e u m r eCt° r Niger>an National Petro- 
Z u 2 ,P O a ,‘m - ° r Sanusi

Ann Pickard the outgoing Regional Fxer 11 - 
ive ice President, Shell Exploration and Pro­

duction, Africa, on Tuesday while delivering a 
paper at the 2010 NOG, described the PIB as 

a cumbersome document that lacks insight 
e very basics of our industry” While 

forecasting a bleak future for the oil and gas 
industry post-PIB, Pickard also criticized the 
iscal provisions of the proposed law which she 

described as the “harshest in the world’
But Darricarrere said “We want to continue 

to work in your country; we want to continue 
to invest. Nigeria is a very important country

in our business.”

so m ^ T O r7  t0 the pessimism expressed by some IOC s concerning the future of invest
ments in the Nigerian oil and gas sector, the
Total boss expressed confidence in the future
ofthe partnership between his company and
the corporation and its investment in the

simfstic” 81 1 haVC n°  reaSOn t0 be Pes-
Dr. Barkindo, in his welcome remarks dis­

missed insinuations that the Petroleum Indus-
7 th  J 3* lgnf d to Punish s°me operators n the Nigerian oil and gas industry.

in , “rged,the Total boss to join the NNPC 
in building the infrastructure to support the

   ________  7 - r n o i i i  country becomes an Act.

~G~ yi i!,Spend N40bn to repair pipelines
that the government has xr,-, , .

TOm S ll <' OVern,ment has said that it<.L»gs t T “ : t e , ofpipd'"'s
(NOG) conference in Abuja, also announced

that the government has set aside N17 Shil
lion for the repair o f the Trans Forcardos N ^ D d l T  ^  prevailing Peace in the
State r3VOS C,Udcl,ncs in  W“ ™ ' D=l«a d e v e lo p m l, o T L ™  ' hro^

According to him, 2009 was a turbulent h a d ^ ^ 0  b° S? als°  said governm ent
year for the nation due to the damage to the to nil P°L Cy of 8lving deadlines
pipelines which caused a drop in Nigeria’s n? frn  l°  H g3S flar,ng bYinitial-
crude oil production by more than 1 3 mil f  i at would end flaring, 
lion barrels per day. ^  1 3  m il~ According to him, NNPC was working

He said governm ent is com m itted to m o r . f  ^  partners to initiate
m m ed to more gas projects that would end gas flaring
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B u s i n e s s / T e l e c o m
MTN promises to boost 
science education

_______  -------

S a l e  o f  N 1 T E L  followed 
.   -  K i r odue process, NCP 

insists
PROF. Taiwo Osipitan, Chair­
man, Technical Committee, 
National Council on Privatisation 
(NCP) yesterday reaffirmed that
due process was followed in the
NITEL bid on Feb. 16,2010

Osipitan made the reaffirma­
tion in Abuja while briefing news-­
men on media reports crew ed to 

the technical partner ofthe pie 
forced bidder, New Generation
Telecommunication Consortium 

' '  That statement naturally put 
us on alert and we had to go back 
and look at the papers very well 
to see whether there was anythin*,
amiss along the lme. itt

"T h e  technical committee 
of NCP held a meeting yesterday 
where we exhaustively examined 
the documents and the processes 
which led to the emergence of

the preferred bidder and also the 
reserved bidder.

"T h e  result of our exercise uN lC O M  Europe
and the meeting is indeed has a working relationship
ess was fully complied with and preferred bidder,
there was sufficient transparency ,, w / arf> also in possession
in the whole transaction, Osipi-

received a letter and correspond-
enceTfromChinaUNTCOMcon-
firnjing that they had since con 
firmed that UNICOM Europe

ta!1The Chairman added that the 
statement was credited to.China 
UNICOM which was not a pari 
ofthe consortium of the preferred

bldHe further explained that 
China UNICOM is the parent 
company of UNICOM Europe 
which is the technical partner of 
the preferred bidder, adding 
though the companies were con­
nected, they stood as separate

“ ^ 'H ap p ily  we have also

"W e are also in possession 
of a letter signed by UNICOM 
Europe indicating their interes 
to partner with the preferred bid­
der” he said. ,Osipitan stated that the con­
fusion possibly arose as a result
of communication gap between
UNICOM Europe and its paren 
company China UNICOM-

According to him, the tech­
nical committee has resolved to 
recommend the results ofthe bid 
opening process to the NCP for 
immediate approval.

(NAN).

Zain i n t r o d u c e s 'OgaLine for

SMEs
From Zakariyya Adaramola, Lagos

the documents ana me p —  "H appily we have _______ ___________
which led to the emergence^of_______ h ^PIw __— -------------------------------- -------------

Etisalat targets 4million subscribers this year
   and bv the end of (he year, it would ^ ^ 2 * “

From Chris Agabi, Kayode EkundayO 
and Mohammed Shosanya, Lagos

NEWEST entrant into A*™?® 
most robust telecoms market, the 
Nigerian telecommunications sec­
tor Etisalat Said it plans growing it 
present over 2 .6  million subscribers 
base to 4  million this year even as it 
is investing some $700 million into
network expansion this year.

Mr. Steven E. Evans, the Chief 
Executive Officer of Etisalat who 

* disclosed this in Lagos at a media 
parley also noted that at the incep­
tion the company had planned to 
spend $ 2  billion dollars to grow its

netHesaid so far the company last 
year invested about $800 million

andby the end ofthe year,it wodd
have effectively spent about $700 
million that would take the total 
investment to about $ 1. 5 billion. 

Evans said though the economic 
, i  affprtpci telecoms

research conducted a c r o « ~ . der lQ support their aay u

comes with several gr<,und-bre^ang fea communication costs

" p S c  bY 2011 and Etisalat 
would break even by that same year.

“Overtime we hope to acquire 
a number of customers to gener­
ate sufficient income to make a 
profit”, he said, adding that most of 
L  Etisalat new subscribers would
be existing s u b s c r i b e r s  from other
network users rather than fresh te 
ecoms subscribers. The strategy 
that Etisalat is adopting to woo the 
customers, he said, hinged pnma- 
rily on high network quality, robust

He said though btisaiai is present 
in all the states ofthe federation mdud- 
mg Abuja, its penetration rate is about 
4 0  percent among the population but
S h o p e s to r^ h m o re N ig e n a n s

S°°Accordingtohim,Etisaltteically
would be renting telecoms
ture of other existing networks rather

panywouldcutcostanddeEvermore
quality service to its subscribers at a
r e d u c e d p r i c e  goingforward.

“It is a waste of time and resources 
for us to go and start building say5000 
maste It not in the interest ofNigen-
ansandourcustomers, he said.

call time needed for specrn k > line at a discounted rate, he
!m o h a e o d l s ^ ^ ^ ^ S 2 ns„pen,.0rmA6ricato

said“W eareproudtobe*efirst _ wer business owners, entrepre-
offeraworldclassinnovaUonthaw^emPmesses ̂  impressive
neurs and proprietors to^conducth f our brand promise of a

Nigeria.” said Alain Sainte-Mane. --------- --------------------------
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~ m e r S ^ ,v a s 5 Io r t a x  t r e e  a 9 r ic  z o n e
Farmers in N iw riaha,,. ^ l CaJ_.InCentlyes on agn- Saraki of K w a r T L ^ S  !u<L ,SJeCtor’ government years taxholidav forFarmers in Nigeria have 

called for a tax free zone to 
grow and develop the entire 
agricultural sector.

At an interactive forum 
hosted by the Presidential

Customs:
FCT
command 
lauded over 
N297m 
revenue
By Sunday Williams

THE Federal Capital Terri­
tory Abuja Area Command 
of the Nigerian Customs 
Services has received com- 
mendation for surpassing 
revenue expectation and 
raking in a whooping N297 
million in January.

Members of the Mari­
time Reporters Associa­
tion of Nigeria who visited 
the Customs Area Control­
ler FCT Command Alhaji 
Usman Kankara Bello said 
Nigeria was proud of the 
achievement which sur­
passed last year January's 
Nl3million.

President of the asso­
ciation Mr. Leye Ajayi 
described Comptrol­
ler Bello as a hardwork­
ing and God fearing man, 
having worked in Apapa 
and Tin Can Island ports 
as the Public Relations 
Officer between 1989 and 
1999 when he was Deputy 
Superintendent of Customs 
and later rose to the rank of 
Assistant Comptroller of 
Customs.

According to the state­
ment signed by Mr. Eke 
Chukwuma, PRO of the 
FCT Command, Comp­
troller Bello thanked them 
and told the reporters he 
was not resting on his oars 
and urged them to join 
hand with him to build 
Nigeria.

Committee on Tariffs and 
Fiscal Incentives on agri­
culture yesterday in Abuja, 
stakeholders agreed on the 
need to provide incentives 
that would help develop the 
sector.

Chairman of the Com­

mittee Governor Bukola 
Saraki of Kwara State told 
the stakeholders to come 
up with a roadmap that 
would move the agric sec­
tor forward.

A cassava farmer Chris 
Okeke said that to develop

the sector, government 
should increase tariff on 
imported goods coming 
into the country.

He said: “Agricultural 
industry should be given 
tax holiday for five years.

There should be five

years tax holiday for tractor 
companies that are willing 
to come to the country.

“Government should 
remove unnecessary bar­
riers for foreigners who 
would like to come and 
invest in the country.”

Another farmer, Kola 
Jamodu, who was a one­
time M inister o f Com ­
merce said agriculture 
sector should be grown by 
given incentives to farmers 
so that the country can be 
self sufficient.

m

A farmer thinks in terms of yield per acre; and 

will do everything within his power to increase this. 

That is why time & time again he calls on Tak Agro for 
unique solution no matter the soil. U R E J j

f e r t i l i z e r

e ^ A G R O

Now available with our distributors nationwide!

t a k  a g r o
T h e  F a r m e r s  ’ C h o i c e



H A JIY A  Halim a, the septuagenarian, crushing stones at the edge  o f the Ignou rocks

In Nasarawa state, a group of men and women survive by 
breaking the nearby rocks into small bits, which they then sell.

'-i

-

From Hir Joseph, Lafia

THE first handshake you 
receive tells the story 
of life among the local 
miners on the rocks of Ignou 

in Aligaza, a sleepy, hilly vil­
lage along the Lafia-Akwanga 
Road in Nasarawa-Eggon. 
Blistered palms are a reminder 
to the people about what they 
go through to put food on the 
usually large family table. They 
are the human quarries, who 
daily crack the rocks of Ignou, 
to produce the stones that are 
used to build cities and towns 
away from them.

The rocks of Ignou rise from 
two passing streams - a little 
outside Nasarawa-Eggon town 
along the busy federal highway. 
The rocks are vast, spreading 
several square metres on the

hilly outskirts of the bursting 
town. Its owners are the people 
of Aligaza community of the 
Eggon tribe.

In the distant past, the rocks 
of Ignou were a place of hea­
then worship; But Christianity 
and Islam wiped away the hea­
then beliefs of the people, leav­
ing them with bare rocks with 
no social or economic ben­
efits. In recent past, the rocks 
were carefully avoided by even 
greedy land grabbers.

A few years back, how­
ever, Ignou rocks 
became a beehive of 
commercial activities when the 

’ people woke up one day with 
the realization that they can 
crush the rocks, and sell trailer 
loads of chippings for construc­
tion work. Today, the rocks

that were only worshiped by 
heathens, and later avoided by 
farmers, have become a major 
source of income to the peo­
ple, and a major tax base for the 
government of Nasarawa State.

Our correspondent was 
at the rocks of Ignou 
recently, and cap­
tured life among the people 

of Aligaza who work around 
the rocks . They said poverty 
pushed them into turning their 
bare hands into crushers.

Two of those hands at work 
at Ignou belong to Hajiya 
Halima Mohammadu, a sep­
tuagenarian and grand mother. 
She cannot say what quantity 
her hands have crushed so far, 
but Hajiya Halima has worked 
on the rocks for over two years 
now. She has piled up much

iThe upper part of his body is massive, with shoulders 
standing out on the wide chest, with equally large arms. 
His rock-hard-palms are as wide as can cover an infant's 
head. His tiny waist and muscular body give him the look 
of a mature lion. His skin is rough, scary. This is the making 
ofthe human quarry activities on the rocks of Ignou. The
other youths also look like this.

of the chippings, and has sold 
much, and is confident that her 
hands alone have produced the 
materials that have built man­
sions for the wealthy in cities.
“ I come here daily to crush, 
using my bare hands. I have 

. finished a huge mound of rock 
alone, crushing with my bare 
hands”, she said.

The crushers have a tra­
ditional technology: it 
involves setting fire on 
a portion of the rock, using logs 

of wood that can last overnight; 
so that the hardness is softened 
to make way for easy crush­
ing. By daybreak, the crushers 
would turn  up and clear the 
ashes, after which they will set 
a sledge hammer on the heated 
portion, using every ounce of 
energy in them. This is done 
by young men who split the 
mounds in pieces - the size of 
a football. In most cases, the 
owners of such mounds are 
women -  most of them elderly 
like Hajiya Halima, who cannot 
handle the sledge hammer. So 
they require the services of the

young men, mostly paid, to do 
the splitting. The football-sized 
pieces that fall off the large 
mounds, are what the women 
crush into chips, using small 
hammers.

Hajiya Aisha Umar is 
one of Alhaji Bashir 
Um ar’s four wives. 
The husband - a prom inent 

m ember of the community, 
controls a sizeable proportion 
ofthe Ignou rocks. The wives, 
including Aisha and her chil­
dren have entered the local 
quarry work to complement 
the farms which are daily, get­
ting unprofitable because of 
the perennial scarcity of fer­
tilizer and lack of improved 
seedlings.

Aisha spends the earliest 
part of the day on the farm, 
which she cultivates only at 
the subsistence level. By the 
time the sun rises, she leaves 
to resume on top of the rocks. 
For years now, the rocks have 
become her permanent place, 
and the hammer - her perm a­
nent companion. This is even

where she takes her late b j  
fast, and then, the lu n d  
and her four children are j 
of the crushers Daily 
spoke to during the visit.

She said her bare 
alone have crushed andl 
duced tipper loads of grf 
which she believes are enl 
to build a complete sky scf 
during the two years shl 
worked there. “God gav 
the hands so I can use th l 
get food. So I decided tj  
them  to crush these rocj 
provide for the large fa 
she said.

Her first son-Y usi
is a NCE holder! 
Nasarawa State] 

lege of Education, Ai 
from where he passed < 
2009. The certificate feeol 
N 1,000 hindered him fron 
lecting the document, 
joined his mother at Ignl 
crack the compulsory feel 
the hard rocks. Like the i 
he told Daily Trust that 1 
not have to look back, bu 
his God-given hands tol

r
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TH E blistered palm s of five o fth e  people crushing the rocks to make ends meet.
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ders standing out on the wide 
chest, with equally large arms. 
His rock-hard-palms are as 
wide as can cover an infant’s 
head. His tiny waist and m us­
cular body give him the look of 
a mature lion. His skin is rough, 
scary. This is the making ofthe 
human quarry activities on 
the rocks of Ignou. The other 
youths also look like this.

T l

I

N1,000 for his certificate. He hopes that buyers 
will come around any day for bulk purchase, so 
he can raise enough for the document.

Yusufs siblings -  the two sisters and a 
brother are already good at handling 
the sledge hammer to split the rocks 
into crushable mounds, and they were handy in 

coaching him. it didn’t take me time to learn. 
My sisters and brother taught me quickly. They 
have been supporting mama to eke out a living 
from these rocks for the past two years, so they 
are good on the .work”, he said.

Bala Haruna 27, is an old hand on the rocks. 
He is not alone; he has worked with the other 
male youths whose fame has transcended Ali­
gaza to neighbouring communities, where the 
local rock crushing business is gaining promi­
nence. They are Halilu Agumu, married with two 
kids he is training from the proceeds from Ignou; 
Tanko Agwai, also raising a family from the pro­
ceeds, and Hassan Saas, whose wife, Kemina and 
mother -Hadiza were by his side while he spoke 
to this reporter. All these youths are drop-outs. 
Extreme poverty, as they said, pushed them out 
of schools, and led them into the human quarry 
on the rocks of Ignou, where they are eking out 
a hard living.

Agumu dropped out of Government Second­
ary School in Nasarawa-Eggon to join the trade, 
when it was just starting three years ago. The 
upper part o f his body is massive, with shoul-

his reporter had a hand­
shake with all of them, 
and the encounter was 

quite an experience. “The hard­
ness of our palms is the making 
of the ham m er”, said Agumu 
who added that slamming the 
sledge hammer on the rocks 
takes all the ability of the upper 
part o f the body, with the legs 
standing firm on the grounds. 
“So three years of this kind of 
job leaves you with this kind of 
body build”.

Mama Jummai Bala is one 
of the elderly women working 
at the quarry. Like the other 
women, Mama Jummai goes 
about with a bent back, which 
she blamed on the tortuous job. 
She said the job is tedious and 
requires even an old woman to 
put in all energies, while bend­
ing down to crush the mounds 
to get the required sizes of 
stones.

There are various sizes of 
stone the property developer 
and construction contrac­
tors can find at the Ignou site. 
There are stones for founda­
tion of buildings, as there are 
the type for drainage, roads 
and other forms of civil engi­
neering. There are also stones

for beautification designs and 
lots more. Every corner ofthe 
Ignou rocks is filled with heaps 
of these varieties and sizes of 
stones, crushed with the bare 
hands of the people of Aligaza 
community. “The rocks have a 
way of disfiguring you. Now I 
can hardly stretch myself. I go 
aboilt with a bent back because 
of this hard job”, Mama Jum­
mai said. '

f  |  1 here’s is a life of mis­
ery. Responses poured 
in from every lip when 

asked by this reporter -  the 
old women in particular, with 
the youths even cursing the 
day their m others wombs 
brought them screaming into 
this world. The summary of 
their responses is that they have 
only developed blisters in their 
palms, muscles on their bodies, 
and hunches on their backs, as 
there is hardly anything to 
show for crushing Ignou rocks 
.which is already more than 
half consumed by the human 
quarry activity.

Hajiya Halima found this 
aspect of inquiry most inter­
esting. She counted the five 
fingers of her right hand, and 
added two from her left hand, 
saying “I have seven children, 
all grown up, but none of them 
is wealthy. We are a poor fam­
ily”. She added that five of the 
children -  two ladies and three 
men, are married and have chil­
dren, some of which are stay­
ing with her. “I am doing this 
so that my grand children will 
not suffer”, she said, explaining 
that she wants them to go to

school and find the way into 
some government office; may 
be at the nearby Local Govern­
ment Council in the town of 
Nasarawa-Eggon, or elsewhere. 
To Halima, being in govern­
ment, especially as a politician, 
means a robust future for one 
and his or her family.

Halima is one of the 
many rural dwellers 
who have watched 
over the years, barely liter­

ate men and women of poor 
beginning -  people who had 
lived everyday of their lives 
thinking when or where the 
next meal will come, now liv­
ing flamboyant lives, because 
they joined politics and have 
entered some office. To her, 
political office affords one the 
rare privilege or access to some 
perks that change the life ofthe 
occupant, and not the people 
he or she represents. Most of 
these people in such offices, 
including the nearby council at 
Nasarawa-Eggon, have made it 
so quickly, and they even flaunt 
the wealth. But people like 
Halima have always remained 
spectators to good life.

from their hands in the name 
of taxes, these years. “We work 
here day and night, peeling our 
skins for government to take 
taxes for every penny we make 
here”, Bala Halilu said. The 
state government, according 
to him, “does not fail to take 
taxes on every chip, stone or 
slab we sell h ere’.He added 
however “and the state gov­
ernment has no infrastructure 
in the community to j ustify the 
taxes that have been collected. 
Not even a borehole is present 
here. O ur people are suffer­
ing various forms of hardship 
because o f lack of infrastruc­
tural provisions here. There 
are no roads, no water, and 
no electricity. In fact, the state 
government does not know we 
exist. The government knows 
us only when it comes to the 
paying of taxes, and the tax 
collectors don’t miss this”, said 
Halilu.

cc I want my grand children 
to join these people and 
be rich too, not to stand 

and watch as me, their poor 
m other”, Halima said as she 
added “Ami”, seeking God to 
answer her prayers. ,

The youths were more 
articulate in their response. 
They attempted to compute 
and get the estimate of how 
much government has taken

The state government 
rose last m onth, slap­
ping tax increment on 
income, which makes income 

earners like Halilu, Hajiya 
Halima and the other stone 
crushers of Aligaza to pay 10 
percent of their income, as 
against the five percent that 
was initially paid. Government 
says its decision was to imple­
ment the Income Tax Law 
2004, which will generate rev­
enue to carry out social serv­
ices in the state. The people of 
Aligaza said they are comply­
ing with the decision, but hope 
that government will also meet 
their development aspiration.
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COMPANY Name

2 N D - T IE R  S E C U R IT IE S
2ND-TIER5ECURmES 
CAPrTALOILPLC

A G R ICU LTU R E
ftn  c o c o a  processors plc
LIVESTOCKFEEDSPLC 
PRESCOPLC
SECTORTOTALS

« es i jo a s n o  |
NIG. AVIATION HANDLING COY. PLC

DNTYRE&RUBBERPLC 
R.T. BRISCOE (NIGERIA) PLC 
SECTORTOTALS 
BANW^I^

afribanknigeriaplc
DIAMOND BANKPLC 
ECOBANK NIGERIA PLC
F /  QTYMONU MENT BANK PLC
FIDELITY BANK PLC
FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC 
FINBANKPLC 
GTBANKPLC 
STANBICIBTC BANK PLC 
INTERCONTINENTAL BANK PLC.
OCEANIC BANK INTER. PLC 
BANKPHBPLC 
SKYE BANKPLC.
SPRING BANKPLC 
STERLING BANKPLC 
UNITED BANKFORAFRICAPLC.
UNION BANKOF NIGERIA PLC 
UNITYBANKPLC 
WEMA BANK PLC 
ZENITH BANKPLC 
SECTORTOTALS 
B U ILD IN G  M A TER IA LS  
ASHAKA CEMENT PLC 
BENUECEMENTCOMPANY PLC
CEMENTC0.0FN0RTHERNNIG.PLC
LAFARGE WAPCO PLC 
SECTORTOTALS 
C H E M IC A L& P A IN T S
AFRICAN PAINTS (NIG.) PLC
BERGER PAINTSNIGERIA PIC 
CHEMICAL& ALLIED PRODUCTS PLC 
DN MEYER PLC 
SECTORTOTALS

AFROMEDIAPLC 
RED STAR EXPRESS PLC 
SECTORTOTALS 
C O M R & O FF IC E  EQ U IPM EN T
NCR(NIGERIA)PLC 1
OMATEKVENTURES PLC 
TRIPPLEGEE AND COY. PLC 
SECTORTOTALS 
CO N G LO M ER A TES
A. G. LEVENT1S (NIGERIA) PLC 
JOHN HOLT PLC 
PZCUSSONS NIGERIA PLC 
SCOA NIGERIA PLC 
TRANSNATIONALCORPOF NIG.PLC 
UAC OF NIGERIA PLC 
UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC 
SECTORTOTALS 
C O N ST R U C T IO N  
COSTAIN (WA) PLC
JULIUS BERGER NIGERIA PLC 
MULTIVERSE RESOURCES PLC

e S i n e e r i n g t e c h n o l o g y  U

NIGERIAN WIRE ANDCABLE PLC.
SECTORTOTALS
F/B E V ER A G E S& TO B A C C O
7-UP BOTTLINGCO. PLC
BIGTREATPLC 
CADBlJt^Y NIGERIA PLC 

a k i ^ r v r c  C l m  IR  M i l  11

1,261,933
13,000
322382
1,597315

1275 '
I 836

1,967,595 
6865368 
60,437,428 
1,697,798 
7,000367 
13,431362 
6,272,982 
42,173,109 
1526,797 
15,145397 
6,622,669 
15,048,142 
6,125,953 
716593 
1,966325 
8,433,721 
8,422,767 
4,993,432 
5,223,283 
21,902,528 
246,878,948

1.082,197 
1,085,593 
455,025 
1340,729 
4,463,544

1,000 
52692 
128,713 
388,900 
571305

63

100,000
415,513
515513

W S
267.000 
2,445 
271,775

149330
25.000 
732323 
625
29,746,227
2,479,530
4,090,012
37,223,547

5.00
28.00 
050

CADBURY NIGERIA PLL 
DANGOTEFJ.OURMILLSPLC
DANGOTE SUGAR REFINERY PLCj ^  
FLOURMILLS NIGERIA PLC 90
HONEYWELLFLOURMILLPLC 13
NATIONAL SALT COY. NIG. PLC 54
NIGERIAN BOTTLING COY. PLC 16
NESTLE NIGERIA PLC "
nofithern nig, flour mills plc |1

30.60 
081 
15.80 
[ 12.70 
16.00 
45.10 
7.40 
620
127.00
1270.00
123.00

1,115,16424 
8,660.00 
1,699,067.921 
2322392.16

13733820 
6,269,22637 
6,407,06457

140,02550 
3^2930256 
3369328.06

531159627 
64037/42066 
362020,193.72 
1532757960 
18*70637533 
195261J60700 
4256309.64 
759,952,93156 
1235139238 
31,104)613.13 
13j605j06637 
29,47137834 
4497466784 
71139434 
3,422,393.14 
111,449,195.72 
51,729,962X33 
5,722567.70 
6,036,023.73
344,039,29367
2,181581387.97

1751137286 
5433603837 
7,175,19458 
6430626567 
14382837148

3320j00 
194,433.48 
3^27,376.62 
1,205,590.00 
530,720.10

55,000.00 
1,096,56550 
1,15156550

19374.90
140300.00 
10,17120 
170,346.10

427,45930
220.500.00 
18,96630523
5.175.00 
15093,969.12 
106,93273623 
10223467968 
24338132456

tantalizersplc
UTC NIGERIA PLC 
SECTORTOTALS 
H E A LT H C A R E
EVANS MEDICALPLC 
FIDSON HEALTHCARE PLC 
GLAXOSMITHKLINE CONS. n ig  plc 
m ay  & BAKER NIGERIA PLC

UNION DIAGNOSTIC&CUNICALSEF5V. PLC 
SECTORTOTALS 
h o t e l & t o u r i s m

JdPTTAL HOTEL PLC 
IKEJAJHOTELPLC 
SECTORTOTALS
i n d /d o m e s h c  p r o d u c t s

B.O. C  GASES NIGERIA PLC 
FIRST ALUMINIUM NIG. PLC
VTTAFOAM NIGERIA PLC 
VONO P RODUCTS PLC 
SECTORTOTALS
IN F& C O M M .T EC H N O LO G Y

CHAMSPLC
MASSTELEC0M INNOVATION NIGPLC

2,484,575 ',2,497355.00 
160,738 125352.60
16,554333 25150032221

125,615.00 
5566341.03 
9,130,16355 
201545.96

121,600 
2346,130 
337556
40374 ---------- -
86250 1125376.00
-  .— »r- Acr\ 1 rY2 Q 7 « a O1,675,450
4,607,360

370,000
596.444
966.444

6227
361,640
740,144

1,039,788.00
16,18932954

94424850
900329.68
1344578.18

61522.76
185320.00
3526,933.77

15

1241,704
557,298
75,028
1374,030

68.496 
280,000
348.496

28296 
870338 
769324 
2,438,733 
6,738314 
1358,975 
135,200 
1,449,105 
42,781 
76,454 
1500

O r d e r s

An order 

w ith a lim it 
price better 

than the 
best price 

on the op­
posite side 

o fthe  mar­
ket. A better- 
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order has a 
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A better- 
priced sell 

order has a , 
lim it price 
lower than 
the best bid. 

These are 
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only at.the 
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SECTORTOTALS 
IN S U R A N C E
AFRICAN ALLIANCE INSURANCE PLC
AIICO INSURANCE PLC
CONTINENTAL REINSUR.PLC
CORNERSTONE INSUR CO. PLC 
CUSTODIAN & ALLIED INSURPLC 
EQUITY ASSURANCEPLC
GREAT NIG. INSUR COY. PLC

I GOLDLINKINSURANCEPLC
g u a ra n tytr u st  a ssur plc

I GUINEA INSURANCE PLC.
I CONSOLIDATED HALLMARKINSURH.C

INTER ENERGY INSUR COY. PLC 
LASACO ASSURANCE PLC. 
LAWUNION&ROCKINSUR.PLC 
LINKAGE ASSURANCEPLC 
MUTUAL BENEFITS ASSURA. PLC 
N.E.M. INSURANCE CO. (NIG.) PLC 
NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC.
OASIS INSURANCE PLC 
r>r*r-<-TIr-c. A C Q I IRANCFF

100,000
7,681,610
1.178.000 
673241

1130,963 
515,706
2.100.000 
1,625,470 
1247,940 
19,000

50,000.00
8,183,008.17
1.154380.00 
344,402.91 
3,604,040.98
257353.00 
1,050,000.00 
837326.70 
2,757,100.10
19500.001 ----

355,000 177,500.00
4,440,416 2576,16920
4,640,325 2365,94756
 ~

6244286.96 
15,451051.13 r ^ a je
37514.00 I 0 0 0 9  
21,73235209

203218.00 
252,000.00
455218.00

903,96482 
705,478.78 
12,107,493.18 
30,741,470.15 
110646,514.70 
61513,728.45
1.050.504.00 
9,103557.94 
1,112,154501 
20,95652309
36225.00

REGENCY ALLIANCtllNbUKa Lui.ru.
SOVEREIGNTRUST INSUR. PLC j 
STACOINSURANCEPLC 
STANDARD ALLIANCEINSUR.PLC 
UNICINSURANCEPLC 
UNITY KAPITAL ASSURPLC 
UNIVERSALINSURCOY.PLC 
INTERC0NT1NENTALWAPICINSUR.PLC 
SECTORTOTALS
l e a s i n g
c&! LEASING PLC 
SECTORTOTALS

JAPAULOIL& MARITIME SERV. PLC 
SECTORTOTALS

D A A R COMMUNICATIONS PLC
SECTORTOTALS
m o r t g a g e c o m p a n i e s

ASO SAVINGS AND LOAND PLC 
RESORT SAVINGS & LOANS PLC 
UNION HOMES SAVINGS & LOANS PLC 
SECTORTOTALS 
O T H E R  F IN A N C IA L INST. 
CRUSADER NIGERIA PLC.
ROYAL EXCHANGE PLC
SECTORTOTALS
PA CK A G IN G
avoncrowcaps&containerspu
nigbagmanufacrjringcoyplc

betaglassco .plc
n am pa k nig er ia plc

SECTORTOTALS
PETR O LEU M (M A R K ETIN G )

AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC- 
BECO PETROLEUM PRODUCT F
MRS OIL NIGERIA PLC 
CONOIL PLC 
ETERNAOIL&GASPLC. 
m o b il o il n ig e r ia p lc  
OANDOPLC 
TOTAL NIGERIA PLC 
SECTORTOTALS 
OVERALLTOTALS

27,900 
101,000 
255,000 
3542940 
1,183,790 
274321 
6,500 
5,772800 
100,000 
20,000 
7,098837
2550.000
1.000 
186,962 
871,465

15.413.00
50.500.00
163200.00 
1346,620.89 
918,78720 
338,02983
22295.00
2386.400.00 
50,000.00
15200.00 
3,579,112.03 
2,12920234
1.050.00
93.481.00 
813,77120871,46b

47300,686 36,290291 -11

956360 j 2487,45784 
956360 2487,457.84

2711.625
2711.625

1261.700
1261.700

3379364.01
3379364.01

866.367.94
866367.94

0.65
050

29 087
41

5 0.95
7 059
12

1 765 |
438 234
5 1288
1 6.99
445

146 47.46
7 224
6 69.79
25 34.17
32 6.00
29 9751
14 93.99
12 14250
271
7,081

172950 
10360,000 
1,184,130 

.11,717,080

•322119
528,300
850,419

112,39750
5,180,000.00
1,072024.62
6364,422.12

307,119.00
311.608.19
618.727.19

1,171 
1,078368 
245388 
100
1326,027

2,349,981
3 7 31
3,010
57,445

8513.17
2,421,936.64
3,167,037.44
665.00 
5598,15225

111.467362.00 
7934463 i 
214,031.18 
2,060552.15

7242 
19308 
3260,600 

407833,032

680,67558
230058730
129,195,705.13.
3265,19821451

G A IN E R S

LOSERS
f l o u r m i l l

B E T A G L A S
j b e r g e r  
U B A

1.20
0.67
0.49
0.49
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Women warned of make-up bacteria 
risk as the average cosmetics bag is 
found to be four years out of date
THEY might appear inno­
cent components of the female 
armoury.

But beware. Those trusty pots 
of eye shadow and tubes of lipstick 
can be dangerous.

Beauty products, like food, do 
not last forever.

Over time bacteria can infil­
trate them, only to be transferred 
on to the face and cause irritation 
or even infection.

But the average make-up bag 
is a hoarding space for items that 
are four years out of date, a study 
shows.

And some women hang on to 
items for up to 15 years past rec­
ommended use-by dates.

Old mascara wands can breed 
bacteria that lead to conjunctivi­
tis, which causes redness, itching 
and swelling.

They should not be used 
six months after opening -  but 
women admit to keeping them 
for an average of a year.

Expired lipsticks, meanwhile, 
can make lips dry, irritated and 
blistered.

And dirty brushes are a breed­
ing ground for micro-organisms 
that can cause herpes, ringworm 
and impetigo, an infectious dis­
ease that results in blisters.

Five years ago rules were 
brought in by the European 
Union requiring all cosmetics to 
carry advice on when they will

6 6
But the 
average 
make-up 
bag is a 
hoarding 
space for 
items that 
are four 
years out 
of date, 
a study 
shows

expire.
Many manufacturers 

responded by adding ‘period after 
opening’ symbols to packaging 
to indicate how many m onths a 
product lasts.

But, according to research 
by Debenhams, 89 per cent of 
women do not know such infor­
mation exists, cannot understand 
it, or simply cannot read the often 
tiny writing.

So eyeshadow and blusher, 
which tend to have PAOs of 18 to 
24 months, are kept for an average 
of 180 months -  that’s 15 years.

And lipstick, with a recom-

*

££According to research by 
Debenhams, 8 9  per cent of 
women do not know such 
information exists

mended life o f up to two years 
has an average keep-for li/e often.

In addition, 68 per cent of 
women say they replace make-up 
or skin products only when they 
run out, no matter how long that 
takes.

A further 72 per cent never 
wash make-up sponges or 
brushes.

Debenhams has written to

Health Secretary Andy Burnham 
to push for further legislation to 
cover the safety of consumers.

Spokesman Sara Stern said- 
We wouldn’t hesitate to chuck I 

out mouldy or bacteria-ridden J 
food -  and the same standards 1 
should apply to lotions we put on I 
our skin.

Beauty is timeless, but unfor- 
tunately products are not.’

J Just how much 
|of a minefield is 
Sgodparenting?
S  By Becky Pugh

AS Anna Ford accuses Martin Amis of being a negligent eod 

parenting60 gh “ aminesthe p itM s of mode™ 8°d-

I

g^HP 1
_ same cannot be said for Martin Amis, who has been accused 1

I s f i t s  I

! p

l i g s p i i s i

A fr iS n ref UlrementS m° re strai8htforward than they seem I  

Culled from telegraph .co.uk
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Health interactive
Advice by Dr Aminu Magashi

i lack sexual aBBgiiig- 

Please can you explain
w h a t  my problem is? I have
not had any urge to have sex­
ual intercourse for over 4 years 
now. I only do it to fulfill mari­
tal obligations.

Maryam

Lack of sexual appetite  or 
drive (lackoftttw #P) is not unu­
sual in w om en. M any of the  
w om en have no problems w itn  
having orgasms. Rather, they  
have no real desire to  have sex 
and their minds are not turned  
on by the prospect of love-mak-

>r»g.Fortunately, for many women

this lack of libido is only tem po ­
rary. Some will get over it by 
themselves, and a lot more can 
be helped by expert medical or 
psychosexual advice.

Causes of lack of libido in-
women? . ,

As is the case w ith men, lack 
of desire in w om en can be of 
either physical or psychological
origin.

Some Physical causes
1. Anaemia, which is very

com m on in w om en because of 
iron loss during periods.

2. Alcoholism.
3. Drug abuse.
4. Major diseases such as

Diabetes mellitus
5. Post-baby 'coolness, 

a term  w e have coined for the  
loss of libido th a t often hap­
pens after childbirth. It is almost

certainly linked to  horm onal 
changes that occur at this t im e  
The general traum a of childbirth  
also plays a part - and after hav­
ing a baby, many w om en are too
exhausted to th ink about sex.

6. Prescribed drugs, par­
ticularly tranquillisers.

7. Hyperprolactinaemia
- a rare disorder in w hich the  
pituitary gland is overactive and 
produces more prolactin

8 O ther horm one  
abnormalities, such as abnor­
malities in the production ot 
luteinising horm one (LH) often  
cause lack of desire.

Some Psychological causes 
These causes are very com ­

mon. It's understandable that 
w hen a w om an is having a bad  
tim e em otionally, she may lose 
interest in sex. '

Psychological causes include.
1. Depression
2. Stress and overwork
3 . Anxiety -
4. Hang-ups from  child­

hood * , L.
5 . Past sexual abuse or

^6. Serious relationship
problems w ith her partner

7 Difficult living condi­
tions, eg sharing a hom e w ith  
parents or parents-in-law.

Far m ore im portan t to  you  
is to  visit your-fam ily doctor or 
sexuality counsellor w ho will
evaluate y o u r condition in line
with some of the problems 
m entioned above. There a ren t

W rite  in  c o n f id e n c e  t o
h ea lth in te fac tiv e .w o rd p ress .co m  o r  s e n d  . t e x t  m

89972539 or P.O.Box 14807, Kano, Nigeria

usually any quick fixes. A high  
proportion of w om en do even­
tually achieve a return to normal 
libido.

C a u s e s _ o f J l e r n j a _ a m p n g

Children

My second male child who 
is about 1 year is said to have 
Hernia that bulges in to his 
Scrotum. We were advised 
that he needs to be operated 
upon. We are scared.

Jo h n

I will exp lain  to  you w hat Her­
nia is before providing advice.

A hernia occurs w hen a sec­
tion of intestine protrudes 
through a weakness in the  
abdominal muscles. A soft bulge 
is seen underneath the skin 
Where the hernia ha?occurred.

In children, hern ia usually 
occurs in one o f tw o places.

1 around the belly-but­
ton (Umbilical hern ia )

2 . in the groin area I
Inquinal hernia)

A hernia can develop in the

first few  months after the baby 
is born because of a weakness 
in th e  muscles of the abdom en. 
Inguinal and umbilical hernias 
happen for slightly different 
reasons.

As a male fetus grows and 
matures during pregnancy, the  
testicles develop in th e  abdo­
m en and then move dow n into 
th e  scrotum through an area
called  the inguinal canal.

Shortly after the baby is born, 
the inguinal canal closes, p re­
venting the testicles from  m ov­
ing back into the abdom en, 
this area does not close off com­
pletely, a loop of intestine can 
m ove into the inguinal canal 
through the w eakened area or 
the lower abdom inal wall, caus­
ing a hernia.

Hernias occur m ore often in 
children w ho have one or more 
of the following riskfactors.

1. a parent or sibling 
w ho had a hernia as an

2 developm ental dys-
plasia o fth e  hip

3. Undescended testes
4 . abnorm alities of the

hernias
urethra

5 . inguinal
occur: .

6. In about one to  three
percent of all children.

7 . M ore often in prem a­
ture infants.

W hy is a hernia a concern

more noticeable.
3  inguinal hernias

appear as a bulge or swelling in
the groin or scrotum .The swell­
ing may be m ore noticeable  
w hen th e  baby cries, and may 
net smaller or go away when  
the baby relaxes. If your physi­
cian pushes gently on this bulge 
when the child is calm and lying 
down, it will usually get smaller 
or go back into the abdom en  

If the hernia is not reducible, 
then the loop o f intestine may 
be caught in the weakened area 
of abdom inal muscle. S ym p­
toms that may be seen when this 
h a p p e n s  include the following.

1. a full, round abdom en
2 . vomiting

, 3. pain
4 , redness or discolora­

tion of the area
5. fever

Symptoms of a hernia may 
resemble other conditions or 
medical problems. ,

How are hernias diagnosed?

Hernias can be diagnosed by 
a physical exam ination by your 
child's physician. Your child will 
be exam ined to  determ ine if 
the hernia is reducible (can be 
pushed back into the abdom i­
nal cavity) or not. Your child s 
physician may order abdominal 
x-rays or ultrasound to examine 
the intestine more closely, espe­
cially if the hernia is no longer 
reducible.

T rea tm en t for heVnias:
Specific treatm ent w ill be  

determ ined by your child s phy­
sician based on the following

1 your child's age, over­
all health, and medical history

2 the type of hernia
3 w h e th e r  th e  h e rn ia  is

reducible (can be pushed back 
into the abdominal cavity) or not 

4 . your child's tolerance
for specific medications, proce­
d u res , or therapies

5  your opinion or prefer­

ence

Occasionally, the loop of
i n t e s t i n e  that protrudes through
a hernia may becom e stuck, 
and is no longer reducible. This 
means th a t the intestinal loop  
cannot be gently pushed back
into the a b d o m in a l cavity. When
this happens, that section o fth e  
intestine may lose its blood  
supply- A good blood supply is
necessary for the intestine to  be
healthy and function properly.

W hat are the symptoms of a 

hernia?

1. Hernias usually occur
in newborns, but may not be 
noticeable for several weeks or 
months after birth.

2. Straining and crying 
do not cause hernias; however, 
the increased pressure in the  
abdom en can make a hernia

..

Ingu ina l hernia:
An operation is necessary 

to  treat an inguinal hernia, t 
will be surgically repaired fairly 
soon after it is discovered, since 
the intestine, can becom e stuck 
in the inguinal canal. W hen this 
happens, the blood supply to  
the intestine can be cut off, and 
the intestine can becom e dam - 

aqed.
Inquinal hernia surgery is 

usually perform ed before this 
dam age can occur. A hernia 
operation is usually a fairly sim­
ple procedure.

Children w ho  have an 
inguinal hernia furgicaHy 
repaired can often go hom e the
Same day they have the Opera­

tion- r I,.™-'There is no cause for alarm,
your child can be operated on. 
Good luck
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Cohabitation: A modern 
form of courtship
i y  Lami Sadiq IBy Lami Sadiq

Jus1 looking at a marriage calendar the 
other day, I noticed the couple were eld­
erly and could easily pass for my parents- 
they could have been renewing their 

\5yows but they weren’t, the couple had just 
gotten married for the first time.

X  w A CakKdar r,e,a<1 “Naomi and James.
We h,av,e been like this for 18 years”. The 
couple have had 3 kids in these years, they 
just never bothered to tie the knot; after 
all what s in a piece of paper that says ‘we

I was later told the man used to have a 
wife and Slnce marrying another woman 
will have amounted to bigamy, he rented 
an apartment for Naomi and has been liv­
ing a double life until the demise of his 
first wife which forced him to legalize 
his union with Naomi, the calendar wife.

My grandmother often said that 
if you want a man to marry you, then wis­
dom dictates some measures o f‘playing 
hard to get and that specifically includes 
avoiding cohabitation as much as possible 
Today however, cohabitation is gradually 
replacmg marriage. It has become the first 
step live ms take and irrespective of age

d i " ; sion! beliefs’a iot »f
I read somewhere that cohabiting 

helps one figure out what it takes to be 
married to your partner, so if things do 
not worfc out breaking up would be easy 
as there will be no need to seek legal or

S f e f  PT 1SS,° n t0 dissolve the union. 
And I thought wow! Who benefits from 
this arrangement? Definitely not the 
woman I must say.

1 thought that most women lived with 
their boyfriends because they believe it is 
a commitment of some sort, or a prelude 
to marriage; they do not for once think 
that most men regard it more as a sexual 
opportunity without the ties of a long- 
term commitment.
• 1 keep recalling an American psycholo 

gist and TV host, Dr Phil’s response to a 
woman who complained that her live-in 
boy friend of Syears and father of her 2 
fads had refused to legalize their union.
Dr PhJ looked sternly into the womans 
eyes and asked, Why buy the cow when
you can get the milk for free?”

itatfon i ? 1 f k,ed 3 friend about h a b ­itation, she looked at me as though I was
crazy and boldly said if she didn’t live with
a man for a certain period of time then she
definitely couldn t marry him. “How am
I supposed to know if everything is in its
n ? Pjfce ° r he is man enough?” Lizzy
asked But does that necessarily solve the
problem? I pondered. May be in some
ways as Lizzy asserted, such as whether
bo h partiesgre sexually productive or
not. But on the other hand, for a woman 
who hopes to leap into marriage from this 
arrangement, it only tells the man and 
his relatives how lose or desperate she is 
(except in certain situations where cus­
toms apply).

in fh J en * t ° Ugh co,habitation is common 
in the western world, it is gradually creep­
ing; into the African way of life and crip 
pling its values. Sofi Adams an Industrial 
Attachment staff with a bank in Abuja said

she used to visit her boy friend in Lagos 
nd spend the weekend with him “He 

didn t actually ask me to move in because 
we lived far apart but he used to send

The arrangement worked well as Sofi 
and her boy friend planned to get married

e l S b  T ? '  “WC W O U l d m - r i e dearlier but he ms,sted I concentrate on my

and low and behold! She saw his wedding 
pictures posted on his face book wall. “He 
only told me he was travelling out ofthe 
country for a few weeks so I wasn’t sur­
prised when i couldn’t reach him on his

Sofi learnt a few weeks after the wed- 
m g tbat her boyfriend’s family didn’t 

approve of their living arrangements, so 
thought her unworthy. “His sisters were 
nice to me whenever I visited for the week­
end so I never thought his family disap­
proved of our arrangement which led him 
into marrying without my knowledge.”

While religion and some customs may
disapprove of prenuptial living arrange- 
ments some traditions actually encourage
tvnfTh l°  ascertain the fruitful capabil­

ity ofthe woman coming into the family.
In fact, some extended families insist the
woman gets pregnant for the son ofthe
soil before she is welcomed into the fam-

a, , If kll?W 11134 in myPlace, it’s prefer-
t f i  W??lan t0 get P^gnant beforethe actual wedding so as to ascertain if

c S Z „  or no'"  m“ldle ^
, A i C0J d!nS to him, most girls might 
have had abortions during their univer­
sity days and won’t tell their partners until
ten f ™arned- That is when the doctor 
tells you that your wife can not get preg­
nant or that it is dangerous for her to get 
pregnant due to the numerous abortions 
she underwent in the past” he explained.
., . , at.e Usigbe is a corps member who 
thinks living with a boyfriend is very 
economical. “I did it when I was in UNN 
(University Of Nigeria Nsuka) and if my 
presentboyfriendhad been in this town I 
wouldnt have had accommodation prob­
lems for he will gladly ask me to stay with

him”

Kate, who now serves in Abuja said
there is nothing wrong in two lovers hav-
!k!,atte™uPT ar>' llvln8 arrangement before 
they tie the knot. She believes it is the
modern form of courtship. “You cannot
know if the two of you are compatible by
just seeing each other, and asking of his/
her likes and dislikes. You have to live with
the person to know if  he snores or is a slob,
r if he is really the neat guy he may have

portrayed himself to be, he may lie to you
aboyt-this vital information and you will
never know the truth if you don’t live with

In cases where the couple decide to 
part ways due to incompatibility issues, 
the woman may be more at the receiving 
end as society frowns at her and sees her 
action as merely cheap and sacrilegious 
while the man easily substitutes her for a 
more decent’ girl to marry. According to 

Jibnn Sanusi he will never marry someone 
who has probably lived with 3 other men

' ° / CT Patib]llt>' exPeriments.What if you find out after the whole liv­
ing together experiment that you two are 
not compatible? To me it is the lady that

IterHrlTaUSf She WiU have t0 Pack out> tostart looking for someone more compat-

Gloria Amos believes that once in a
to Can V1SIt their boyfriends just
to spend some time^together but totally
disapproves of live ins. “Visit for week­
ends, yes. But not moving makes the 
arrangement more permanent. You don’t 
have to live with him, but you can sleep 
over once m a while. That will help you
determine whatever you wish to deter­
mine .

Gloria added that most girls are
trapped in a marriage today due to their 
failure to determine the competence 
of their husbands prior to marriage “I
Ae man11? before/ ou leap because if
he man turns out to be impotent you will

8et, o^ °f the marriage or go into 
infidelity” she said. 6

Ibrahim Adara sees difference 
between a live in and giris who stay week­
ends at a boyfriends’ apartment. “What is

S th  h e rh nCJ  betT een miSS A Wh° llveswith her boyfriend over the weekend and 
miss B who lives with him seven days a 
week. Most girls fall under miss B cate­
gory and I don’t see the difference between

Ibrahim confessed how most men- 
espeaally bachelors are merely looking for 
help with the house chores, the cooking 
and specifically someone to warm their' 
beds at night without commitment. “They 
keep them and make them go through 
abortions and eventually keep her as a

^ , nX " !,i‘eh e8 “ saf,erayounsw ife
I have heard that living together 

decreases the chances of divorce as the 
couple must have known each other well 
enough and possibly learnt to accommo­
date and tolerate one another during their

n<1lfHPtr  f PerimenL But 1 for one do not think there is a relationship between
prenuptial cohabitation and having a suc-
cessful marriage. If that is the case why
the high rate of divorce in the so called
civilized world?
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Trendy trenches
By AkorOjoma

THE trench also called 
trench coat is back on 
trend though lately 
it has had a bit of a 
makeover. It has been rede­

signed severally since its inven­
tion almost a century ago but, 
for the most part, has kept its 
classic look. Bright colours and 
fancy s tr in g  have made it more 
attractive] ‘ While the trench 
is still somewhat popular for 

. menJ'K^ias become very stylish
for women.

This season, the trench 
comes in a variety of styles, 
materials, and colours. Rather 
than choosing just one for your 
wardrobe especially with the 
rainy season at the corner, you 
may want to choose a variety of 
inexpensive ones for different 
occasions.

More so, the variety of tex­
tures, colours, and lengths rein­
force the need to purchase more 
than one for the season. One 
trendy, but still conservative 
enough for office use, one styl­
ish for a night or an evening out 
and one for warmer days. In fact 
you have a lot to choose from to 
give you that unique and versa­
tile look.

Some fashion experts are ot 
the view that the coolest way to 
wear the trench is short -  on 
the knee or above — and casu­
ally. That means open rather 
than belted, and with the sleeves 
pushed up.

'V 2

nrnc ■ r h w  h t ? t t c f t  v n  a n
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[Thegreat sleep myth: It isn't i 
(true we need less as we get older

x ^ . i

™ o S t o  Ie“  * eP -  «  * “  »“ « I -  a m yth , a cco rd -  

m u c h  as the y o u n g ^ f  th e y  w a n u l f k 16 ^  a" 1  e ,d erJ>'need ju st  as

“w a c s s s ^
fornia, San Diego, said: ‘Its a fallarv T hl University ot Cali- 
need does not eo down is  wp >• The quantity of sleep that we 
chunk does get lost > ^  but the ablJlt>' to sleep in one

- « “ S e l t s X rd a r "  Pe° Ple be,“ “ "

t h « ? a t a ™ 0nd " S" d ,he im p“ '  ° f  “'" P  «  A m e e r s  in

27, and a Sf^withan av m g eaK  W' t^ 311 avera8e a8e ° f

- “ S i t s r i r 1" - -working. monitored to see how efficiently they were

‘ g f i - d h . g s  a , th e  A m e r ic a n  

Diego, found that th e Z r f o r Z *  f  COnference «  San
linked to the previous nights sT eS gr° UpS Was stm n &Y

t h a t h a d a l g S f l M o f T ‘  * !  < * * *  the y  g o ,
D r  D ru m m o n d  fo u n d  bram  fu n c ,i“  * «  M o w in g d a y !

rial; he said. 7 k  t0 learn and remember new mate-.

im p o rta n t ’3 * * *  ‘ ™ m ‘  < * * *  th e y  get isn't so

c h u E S g  ; h r ctt e?  j  c o “ ° M a “ d » * » » - i i d
and learn new information’. ^  SponSe> ready to absorb

u,e'S ? T ft”" ,n w as

i  *

m * *

more

ave a restful night, according to a new study

A i r b r u s h e d  p i c t u r e s  o f  m o d e l s  a r e  h a r m i n g  c h i l d r e n . .

S ~ 3 S s = = = s -

A eadmg mental health body has 
called for warning symbols to accom­
pany airbrushed pictures of models

disorders” 1*6810 hdp  C° mbat eatln8
The Royal College of Psychia­

trists said a kite mark on digitally 
enhanced photographs would raise 
awareness of how often such manip­
ulation takes place and help stop peo­
ple trying to achieve ‘unattainable 
physical perfection’.

The college urged the next Gov­
ernment to set up a forum, made up 
of politicians, experts, and represent 
atives from the media and advertis­
ing, for the development of an edito- 
nal ethical code.

Consultant psychiatrist Dr Adri­
enne Key, of the college’s eating dis­
orders section, said the media must 

e s opped from glamorising’ exces­

sive weight-foss and adding to ^
hological and social pressures faced by 

young people. ■
She said: ‘What we need to do is 

rajse peoples awareness of what they 
are looking at A lot of people have no 
idea how much manipulation goes on.’ 

She said there was mounting evi-

thenI  1 the r° le ° f  the media in the development of eating disorders
people ^  ado,escents and young

And she added: ‘The aims of the 
forum should be to collaboratively 
develop an ethical editorial code that 
realistically addresses the damaging 
portrayal of eating disorders, raise! 
awareness of unrealistic visual imagery 
created through airbrushing and dig-

he 3nd also addressesthe skewed and erroneous content of 
magazines.

r a l / T f  CaJ1 for Action> the college also 
called for mass media ‘role models’ with
diverse weights, shapes and ages, and a

an on the use of underweight models 
It urged the media to stop publishing

fies forh  artiClCS tar8eting celebri

Susan Ringwood, chief executive of 
beat, a charity com batin^eating dis­
orders, said: We welcome this call to

S S £ “
anH«hl medla *S 3 Powerful influence 
and we knowhow vulnerable some peo­
ple at risk of eating disorders can be to 
its visual images in particular

d o n i?  knT  th, ere iS m ° re that can be 
n T  that influence a Positiveone, and adopting the recommenda­
tions of the college’s statement would 
be an important step.’
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WARNING
siTiiiB m.

THIS IS AGREED ARIA OF THE NORTH ATLANTIC 
TREATY ORGANIZATION NATO. IT IS SECURED. 

UNAUTHORIZED PERSONS 
ARE STRICTLY PROHIBED ADMITTANCE.

G o o d  s p e l l i n g  R E ST R IC T E D  b y  N A TO
P h o to  lo c a t io n :  NATO in s ta l la t io n ,  Ic e la n d , b y  M a r is s a T a b b a d a

C u lle d  f ro m  te le g r a p h .c o .u k

CL
O W N E R

FOR SALE
S A H i B i N D E N  S A T I U K

0 5 3 2  6 7 4  8 0  6 6  *
T h is  is  s e l f  s a c r i f i c e
P h o to  lo c a t io n :  A tla n ta  J u r k e y ,  b y  R o b e r t  Ellis 

C u lle d  f r o m  t e le g r a p h .c o .u k

SUDOKU
T h e  S u d o k u  p u z z l e  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  9 x 9  s q u a r e  g r i d  
m a d e  u p  o f  s m a l l e r  3 x 3  s q u a r e  g r i d s  ( r e g i o n s ) . T h e  
n u m b e r s  a l r e a d y  p r e s e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  p u z z l e  a r e  
" a iv e n " -  t h e s e  a r e  t h e r e  t o  s t a r t  y o u  o ff . T h e  a im  is 
t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  p u z z l e  b y  f i l l in g  t h e  e m p t y  c e l l s .  
E v e r y  d i g i t  f r o m  1 -9  n e e d s  t o  f i t  in  e a c h  r o w , c o l ­
u m n  a n d  r e g i o n  o f  9  s q u a r e s .  E a c h  r o w , c o l u m n  
a n d  r e g i o n  m u s t  c o n t a i n  j u s t  o n e  i n s t a n c e  o t  e a c h  

n u m b e r ,  1 -9 .
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Falklands general issues'hands
off warning to Argentina
. . . W e  d i d n ' t  lo s e  2 5 5  l i v e s  t o  w a l k  a w a y  n o w

U ^^cretaT y-G ^ne^a^B an Kf-mo'^n /|VI,f1!SlerOJ Ar®en tin a'  w i*l1 
New York Wednesday on (ieft) at UN headquarters in

A rgentina ramped up 
the diplomatic row 
over the Falkland 
Islands Wednesday

ITM c , ni?ht’ dra88>ng the UN Secretary General into the 
affair.

Ban Ki-moon met the coun­
try s foreign minister, Jorge 

aiana, as Argentina prepared to 
table a UN resolution condemn­
ing plans for Britain to drill for oil 
60 miles north of the islands.

British diplomats were pre­
dicting the UN boss would offer 
to help mediate any discussions - a 
move they expected the Argentin­
ians to exploit for publicity.

It prompted a furious response
from campaign groups and politi 
cians helnina finrk* ,

The Government was under 
pressure last night to take a 
tougher line, as diplomats tried to 
brush the crisis under the carpet.

Argentina has already secured 
a resolution from 32 South Ameri­
can states at a Latin American 
conference endorsing its claim to 
sovereignty of the islands, which 
were ceded to Britain in 1833.

Wednesday night Argentina’s
Foreign Minister Jorge Taiana 
claimed to have secured UN Sec­
retary-General Ban Ki-Moon’s 
support after the two men met in 
New York.

M r Taiana claimed the UN 
chief was not happy to learn of

ANGER, The Union Flag is burned at a protest in Buenos Aires

H :

General Sir Peter de la Bil- 
iere, a former UK commander 

who is vice president of the Falk­
land Islands Association, issued a 
hands-off’ warning to Argentina.

"e said the country would 
suffer the most unbear-

—  “- -  able losses’ if it followed
up the diplomatic skirmishes with 
m ilitarf action.

Sir Peter said: ‘We have dem­
onstrated our intention to fulfil 
the islanders wishes and support 
them if they are threatened.

‘I can see no reason or justifica­
tion or political will in the UK to 
do anything other than that.

‘We did not lay down 255 lives 
just to give up and walk out a few 
years later.’

renewed tensions with Britain
over its plans to drill for oil off the
Falkland Islands.

The foreign minister also 
claimed the Secretary-General 
was willing to continue his good 
offices mission to help resolve the 
long-running dispute between 
the UK and Argentina over sov­
ereignty.

A senior Government source 
said: ‘We fully anticipate that the 
Argentine government will try to 
cast their meeting with Ban Ki- 
moon in terms of the Secretary- 
General supporting their cause.

Were relaxed about it. He’s 
very reasonable. He sees both 
sides of it as he has to do.’

British diplomats initially 
adopted a stance of calculated 
indifference about the latest sabre 
rattling, which coincides with 
Argentinian elections.

‘The Argentinians will try to 
cause trouble, but it is a presen­
tational device not a substantial 
effort, one official said.

But another conceded that
diplomats would be happier 
if Argentina adopted a ‘less 

ranting attitude’.
Wednesday night, diplomats 

Werc: j anticipating Argentina 
would table a resolution expected 
to be passed by a simple majority 
in the General Assembly. How-

V

ever, any such decision would be 
non-binding.

Privately British officials are 
withering about the priorities 
of the Argentine government - 
pointing out that the discovery 
of oil in Falkland Islands’ waters 
ought to have prompted the 
regime in Buenos Aires to drill in 
its own waters rather than renew
its claims to the islands.

Tory MP Malcolm Moss, who 
sits on the Foreign Affairs Select 
Committee, said: ‘In true Foreign 
Office style they seem to be keep­
ing their heads down. There can’t 
he any international challenge 
about the validity of the Falkland 
Islands’ constitutional status.’

GENERAL Sir Peter de la Bil- 
iiere warned Argentina would 
suffer the 'most unbearable 
losses' if it followed up the 
diplomatic skirmishes with 
military action



DAILY TR U ST FridaV'February 2612010!

44

News Extra

The Nazis took our gold, , 
they should at least thank us

G r e e k  P M ' s  a t t a c k  o n  G e r m a n y  o v e r  d e b t  c r i s i s

G reece has launched an extraordinary ‘The quality thaUt had
attack on Germany over its debt cn  ^  better in the 1980s when Jacques Delorsheaded

sis, accusing the nation of failing Furopean Commission and Helmut Kohl, Fran-
offer compensation for the economic Mitterrand and Margaret Thatcher were in
impact of the Nazi occupation. nower in Germany, France and Britain.

Deputy prime minister Theodores Pangalos said p p , > attack on Germany comes as Greece
wa^ ^ J y s e d  by a second general strike n

S S S l  ils economy n d  slaughtered thou- we* Uce flred te„  gas at demonstrators:
sands • •

the debt-ridden nation

tion had wrecked its economy and slaugmereu u.uu- ^  tear gas at demonstrators m muc»>

“ t c e n n a n s t a t e f ^ e ^ f ^ S ^ ^ d
c o S Pn?tee5'fct0G S S S y  orThe European Union « « < l e b t _  as protes, „ s hurled rocks and
to bail it out.

U Q noiaip t-iv jv--------   -  - Violence erupted as protesters hurled rocks and

,0 ^Chancellor Angela Merkel has so fa.^deflected Greek, p in ed  the

,h 'B r a n o u ,r a ge d M t P ^ u s l » h « d h ,c S 3

' " I S  say they have to give b a c k T h e neC~
essarily but they have at least to say thanks^

‘And they shouldn’t  complain so much about 
stealing and not being very specific about economic

deaMore thaSn 300,000 Greek civilians died from 
starvation during Nazi occupation, while thousand

T i J - •x-s.'sS zs u s s s a s i r , ,

The capital was adorned with posters and flyers 
calling on Greeks to strike to the slogan P

r s “ 4 “ s S ™ Ka „ d A W s

________ rieSC p r o « s . ” ? m a in  complaints are a g am st,

^ T h e ^ U l ^ ^ s k e d G t ^ e c ^ t o ' e ^ ^ ^ ^ m p o t ^ t h a t  f“ e g o « “ m en t's  au s-

t S t  " " » X a d Ao "  ^ C ir i f s e rv a n t  Michalls Korileos, 36, said he was
Hpht and deficit from authorities ahead y striking over wage cuts. . , _ ...................

banks that may have anoweu u  w y
debt and deficit from authorities ahead of its entry

mtVutM rPangalos said Italy did more than Greece 
to m askthe state of its finances to secure euro zone 
entrv. Greece must prove to Brussels by mid-March 
that it can meet its ambitious targets to cut the budget 
shortfall by 4 per cent of gross domestic product th
year to 8.7 per cent. , ,

kU m ^nkm g8because others stole the money and

we ^ r e ' c u n m g ' > have

irtfall by 4 per cent ot gross aomeauv . that can turn v i o l e n t ^

■ " S S K S i S S S  G r^ n U g lv e th ,
have reached this point if there had been stronger ^  ______

SO WHAT DID HAPPEN TO 
GREECE DURING THE WAR?

Ever y year on O ctober 28, G retks c t le h ra te O liiJ^ y ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ .^

“  Gree“ “  p rim e m inister loann is Metaxas is said  to  have

G erm any to  intervene on its fas« sta lly  Nazis

. . S S S E f a S T - U  in  a

r a p i d  Blitzkrieg operation. G erm any, Italy, and
„ „ S : , : : » " ^ “ . r a r „ S i t f s , C e r u m e n ,  installed hy the I

inVT h « " « r i .d  brought abou t terrible hardships for the civilian I

^ a ix s s s s s s s t s s

is w hat Greece is com plainm goftoday^ requisitioned,
As well as raw m aterials ̂ f o o d s t u f f s  being q ^  .

the  collaborationist g o v e n M ^ I f o i ^  Reich.

theA u E a m e  tim e1g ^ e k  Resistance, one of the m ost effective 

resistance m ovem ents in  £ £  against

Er c,o Mh

r f S T f e s K
rival partisans. ____

have reacnea uu* -
leadership within the EU.
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young mother was 
thrown off a bus and 
accused of indent 
exposure after 
breastfeeding her 

hungry six-week-old daughter.
Amy Wootten was travelling 

home with Emily when the driver 
threatened to call the police if she 
didnt get off at the next stop.

The . 25-year-old was left 
‘humiliated’ after being forced 
out into the rain with her baby and 
made to pay for a taxi to complete 
her journey.

She was ordered off the Bris- 
tolTyrst bus after the driver said a 
complaint had been made on the 

3 u s y  4.30pm route. 
v Ms Wootten, who was on her

way home to Stockport from'Bris­
tol city centre on Tuesday when 
the incident happened, said: ‘The 
bus driver told me someone had 
said I was indecently exposing 
myself and said stop or get off my 
bus.

It was like he was suggesting I 
was doing horrendous things. But 
I was being quite discreet about it.

I couldn’t believe it. I 
explained that I was only feeding 
my baby and not exposing myself 
and the driver said “can you get off 
my bus please”.

‘We were told to get off the 
bus, in the rain, at a stop without a 
shelter and I was still a 20-minute 
bus ride away and couldn’t have 
walked home.

‘I felt completely and utterly 
humiliated because it was a 
packed bus.’

Miss Wootten, who relies on 
bus travel as she cannot drive, 
said no passenger raised concerns 
directly with her.

Breastfeeding
mother thrown
off bus for
'indecent
exposure'

 --------«-»niy wuonen
breastfeeding Emily was asked to leave the bus for

It comes

national cam­
paign encour-

to breastfeed 
because of 
the protec-, 
tive effects 
on them and

An initiative in' 
Bristol sees res­
taurants, cafes 
and other pub­
lic places sign­
ing up to show 
they welcome

‘If I hadn’t fed her, Emily 
would have screamed and we 
would probably have had more 
complaints from people on the 
bus,’ she said.

‘I was showing a tiny bit of 
breast, but is it any different to 
showing your arm or your foot?

I was absolutely horrified but 
more cross for my baby girl.’

The learning support assist­
ant said she has breastfed Emily 
on buses before and although 
another passenger had made a

comment there had been no reac­
tion from the driver.

It comes despite a national 
campaign encouraging mums to 

'  breastfeed because of the pro­
tective effects on them and their 
children.

An initiative in Bristol sees 
restaurants, cafes and other pub­
lic places signing up to show they 
welcome breastfeeding mums.

It was also the first city in 
the country to complete /one of 
the stages for the Unicef Baby

Friendly award.
After complaining to First, 

Miss Wootten received an apol­
ogy and was sent flowers and gift 
vouchers.

She said: ‘I would like them to 
have a bit of tact and compassion.

I have really struggled breast­
feeding Emily and had so many 
problems but was determined to 
do the right thing for her.

‘It just makes you really reluc­
tant to feed in public.

Emily is my first baby and it is 
only in the last two weeks I have 
had the confidence to feed her 
in public rather than sitting in a 
feeding room.’

First spokesman Karen Baxter 
said drivers would be given guid­
ance to prevent similar incidents 
happening.

She said: ‘We are aware of the 
incident that occurred on 
Tuesday evening and have 

already expressed our sincere 
apologies to Miss Wootten for 
the distress caused as a result of it.

‘We have launched an inves­

tigation into exactly what hap­
pened.

As a company we accept that 
breastfeeding mothers have the 
right to feed their children when 
they are hungry, and understand 
that from time to time it may be 
necessary to do this while travel­
ling on the bus.

‘We have already taken steps 
to ensure that this message is 
communicated to all our staff, so 
that similar issues do not arise in 
future.’

The breastfeeding develop­
ment manager for NHS Bristol, 
Nicki Symes, said: ‘There are 
about 200 venues around the city 
that welcome breastfeeding.

‘We have not approached 
transport providers as part ofthe 
scheme but it something we will 
need to do.

‘I feel vefy sorry for this 
mother, as we support a woman’s 
right to breast-feed in public.

‘It is really disappointing that 
this has happened and I would be 
happy to speak to the bus com­
pany about their policy.’

mums
. J S iS S

tm m m i

_MA N Y w ,m m a r „ , i , | f in d |n 9 , hem ^ v e so n th e w ro n 9 e n d < )(h < |M i|it> |f ih m h _ ^ ^
in public.
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Minister says waste-to-wealth is key to devt
.  S « S « S S 5 !  - S s s i s i s s r.«~3 EISSSSSE 5 s s i “" :s - " s^ T ,S

w m m s i g ^ s p *
: 3 S 3 S S S «

abo». 16 million housing deficit

From Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

for MDGs
projects in

S a fe 1.

Z a m fc ira  solid minerals fa c t o r y  gulps N5bn
,n ai4ii-npries amounting to N 3biUion while the solid , t0 supp]machineriesam o»ntmgtoN3b in ion»h n«h e ™ pplySilraw  materi-

From Sadeeq Aliyu, Gusau Mate government contributed N ljb d lio n m  al5fotp tocesslng,addingthatthntytraler»of

s = s  ”*  ^
^ ^ r i " o " i , , m a c b , ’„er-

found in Zamfara as the state is blessed with provimr g^ ^  ^  fae processed are iron

from oil. w  huvine points of and contribution to the national economy.
The governor said eight buying p ----------- ------ ----------------------------------------

lished by Zamfara State Government last year
has commenced test running of its machiner­
ies to ascertain its operational ability.

Governor M ahmud Aliyu Shinkafi who 
stated this while answering questions from
newsmen, said the all installations ofthe fac newsmen, s has now

‘"^H e'said 'the factory was a joint partner-- 
ship with a Chinese f im  which contributed

THE Millennium Development 
Goals office in Niger state 
has received N1.9 billion for 
development projects the 
Director General Alhaji Hassan
Nuhu has said.

He said the project, which 
is to be executed in different 
phases across the state, was 
counter funded by* the federal 
government and the state 
lovernm ent. The stkte paid N1
billion in excess ofthe fifty-fifty
arrangement.

He said this at a press 
conference yesterday in Minna 
where he disclosed that the 
projects are to alleviate the 
infrastructural facilities for 
people in the state.

Speaking on water supply, 
N uhu said that the state
government has earmarked 
52b- water across the state for 
rehabilitation adding that the 
sum of N 185 million has been set 
aside to take care of the project.

He also mentioned that a 
total of eleven water works 
will undergo comprehensive 
reinvigoration process at the

powered boreholes and another 
75 hand pumps for the 25 local 
government areas of the state.

    —  -  1

H e a r i n g  begins on destruction of farmland
property destroyed. boo and sugar cane.

From A4elanwa Bamgboye V -

A N  Alternative Dispute Rerfurion l ^ W  “ ; " ^ ”a“of the U gos State ™ z e *

written byKaseluElekr farmers andUand a g g n e ^  onde[ a peaceful

^ S r i n g ^ e p . l g h t s n f t h e c o ^

The farmers through their lawyer, K y economic crops amongst

&  ™b b t t

wood (meant for railway sleepers), bam-

'>0°Accordhig to their lawyer, the commu- 
nity had been on the farmland over four 
hundred years ago and used the 
land for farming, dwelling and hunti g
ground He said the people ofthe comm -
S w  enjoyed the tranquility ot their com­
munity until sometime in 2006 w h e n  some
Prsonsoperatingunderthenam eandstyk
of “Adiva” in the company of a few whit 
men and about 180 well armed P« '« m e n 
invaded their property and brought bull

dozers thereafter to destroy the front part 
of the property and started constructing a 
w all fence thereafter.

According to the aggrieved farm 
ers complaints were made to the police 
authorities and by the time the Pollce^ en 
were withdrawn from the propel 
ing about 224 hectares of land, they d 
covered that all their crops, plantations, 
Shrines places of hunting and abode have

adjourned t i l  
March 2 for continuation of hearing.

mailto:property@dailytrust.com
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From Mustafa Abubakar, llorin

THE new Commander, 227 Wing, 
Nigerian Air Force (NAF), llo rin , 
Air Commodore Peter Gbujie, has 
disclosed that the llorin Multi- 
millibn naira Aircraft Mainte­
nance Hanger of the Nigerian Air 

N^orce project will take off in the 
next two weeks and be completed 
in six months.

The new Commander, dis­
closed this while discussing news­
men yesterday on a courtesy call to 
Governor Bukola Saraki of Kwara 
State in his office at the Govern­
ment House, llo rin .

The new Air Force Com­
mander, who resumed duty in the 
State about a month ago, told the 
Governor that the 227 NAF wing 
had given all necessary support to 
ensure the commencement of the 
hanger project. Air Commodore 
Gbujie thanked Dr. Saraki for his 
unalloyed support to the 227 NAF 
wing, which he said, now has an 
array of activities after the wing 
came out strong from comatose 
some years back. Responding, 
the State Governor, Dr. Bukola 
Saraki assured the commander of 
government continuous support 
and cooperation to enhance the 
operation of the unit.

Dr Saraki expressed delight 
that the hanger project will take 
off soon and completed in a record 
time.

Keffi-Akwanga highway gets speed breakers
From Hir Joseph, Lafia

RELIEF has come the way of the people of 
settlements along the accident-prone Keffi- 
Akwanga Road as the "Federal M inistry of 
Works, Housing and Urban Development has 
approved the construction of speed breakers 
to control speeding vehicles against avoidable 
accidents.

Daily Trust observed, last week, men of 
Kokona Local Government Council working 
on the speed breakers at Garaku and Sabon

Gida, with men of the Federal Road Safety 
Commission (FRSC) supervising. A visit, yes­
terday to thoSe settlements showed that work 
had completed.

Council chairman, Alhaji Basiru Abubakar 
Sharubutu confirmed the council got the 
approval of the federal ministry to construct 
the speed breakers at Garaku and Sabon Gida, 
although he refused to say more on the project.

Daily Triist recalls that the road at the 
point of Garaku and Sabon Gida has been a 
nightmare because of speeding vehicles. Only

recently, violent youths -  in hundreds, who 
took to riot to protest the killing of one of their 
kinsman by a hit and run driver at Garaku, held 
up traffic on the federal highway, forcing the 
minister for information, Dora Akyunyili and 
the NTA Director General, Usman Magawata, 
to break their journey.

The convoy carrying the two high profile 
perse t. alities, among other travelers along the 
ever bi sy  road, was held up for hours before 
truckloads of armed riot policemen forced the 
rioters away and removed the barricades.

Taraba State

Taraba's tourism devt efforts
BvShehu Abubakar    ^  MBy Shehu Abubakar

TARABA state has concluded 
plans to develop some identified 
tourism potentials in the state with 
a view to attracting foreign and 
local investors as well as to develop 
the state. As a way of attracting 
visitors to the state, the state gov­
ernment is set to commence the 
construction of hotels at strategic 
towns in the state, develop and 
enlarge the Nwonyo annual fes­
tival in Ibbi to an international 
fishing festival and develop other 
tourists’ attraction centres to inter­
national standard, Chairman of 
the state tourism board, Professor 
Sa’ad Abubakar had said.

tion of Governor Danbaba Suntai 
and i am the pioneer Chairman 
of the board. That can tell you 
the extent of neglect tourism has 
suffered under past administra­
tions in the state. So, we have been 
busy trying to make sure that the 
ground work for the development 
of tourism in the state is embarked 
upon. We have a committee that is 
working on the potentials of tour­
ism in the state. Early last year 
(2009), we had the Nwonyo festi­
val in Ibbi which for the first time, 
was publicised nationally.

“During that festival, we had 
a catch of 211 kilograms of fish. 
These are some of the areas we 
are working towards improving

a good place for people to relax 
when they come. In Jalingo, we are 
going to work on a park. We intend 
to enlarge it and provide mod-

d t  7i_ T  ,----- , , alc vvulK m 5  towards improving
Professor Abubakar told Daily as part of our tourism potentials

Trust in an exclusive interview 
that Taraba state has a lot of tour­
ism potentials that could not be 
explored due to neglect of the sec­
tor by successive -administrations 
in the state. He however, com­
mended the present administra­
tion in the state for making efforts 
to explore the toufism potentials 
in the state which he said will not 
only put Taraba state in the right 
position but will also serve as a 
means of generating revenue for 
the state.

“This is the first time that a 
tourism board is being established 
for the state. The board was estab­
lished by the present administra

in the state. We have selected four 
local governments where govern­
ment will put in a lot of energy and 
resources to provide modern facil­
ities for tourists’ attractions. Ibbi, 
Jalingo, Gashaka and Sardauna 
local governments were the areas 
we selected for the pilot scheme on 
tourism development in the state. 
We selected Gashaka because of 
the game reserve. There is a federal 
game reserve that is located there. 
We selected Sardauna because of 
the Plateau. There is a conducive 
place there for people to go and 
enjoy themselves.

“The Rest House there is being 
renovated so that we could get

GOV. Suntai

ern recreational facility. We also 
intend to build a five-star hotel 
for people when they come. We 
selected Ibbi because it provides 
a place for an international fish­
ing festival. We hope to provide 
sporting facility like a golf course 
and build a 3-star hotel there. We 
noted that on the day of the fish­
ing festival in Ibbi, people had to 
drive from Jalingo, Jos, Makurdi 
and other parts of the country tov luuiu get ana otner parts ot the country to tourists to

Ibbi and depart almost immedi­
ately because there was no befit­
ting hotel for guest in the area,” 
he said.

Professor Abubakar said the 
state may likely involve the pri­
vate sector in the development 
of tourism in the state because of 
the huge sums involved. He said 
though the state has concluded 
the study on the tourism devel­
opment in the state, the entire 
project is still on the drawing 
board as funds for its execution 
is yet to be appropriated. He said 
for the state government to be able 
to attract private investors into the 
tourism sector of the state, efforts 
must be done to ensure that some 
tourism related projects are put in 
place to show government’s seri­
ousness and commitment.

On the poor road condition in 
the state, Prof Abubakar said the 
federal government own roads 
in the state are in bad shape even 
though the Jalingo to Makurdi and 
Jalingo to Jos raods are in good 
condition. He said the Jalingo to 
Gashaka road road which is also 
a federal road is in terrible state of 
disrepair. He said effort is being 
made by the state government to 
attract the federal government to 
repair all the federal roads leading 
to the state as a way of attracting 
tourists to the state.

“The airport in Jalingo is 
about to be completed. When 
completed, the airport will assist 
immensely in the area of tour­
ism because it will serve as a very 
conducive means of travelling to 
the state for those that can afford 
it. Taraba has all that it takes to 
attract'tourists but for the seri­
ous neglect that sector suffered 
from successive administra­
tions. Now that we are trying to 
do what has not been done in the 
area of tourism all these years, i 
assure you that Taraba will soon 
take its rightful position in the 
area of tourism in the country. 
Another advantage the state has 
is the peaceful nature of the state 
and the rich cultural heritage of 
the people.

Taraba is one of the very few 
states in this country where you 
have people from different reli­
gious, ethnic and cultural back­
ground without any complaint. • 
We do not have record of any 
form of crisis in Taraba despite the 
numerous tribes and divergent 
religious believe of the people. 
We also have different weather in 
the state at a time. When you go to 
Gembu for example, the weather 
there at any given time is entirely 
different from the weather at 
Jalingo. The state is a place any­
body would like to visit and relax,” 
he said.
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fQpaif federal roads in Kano
® „  U„ w tP fi of lives and property. reCent multiple accidents•ru„ mmm ssioner cited tne rcun i r  , „.iri

From Jaafar Jaafar

7 > CT S “ X r » 7 t ™ ' £ ‘a lo n g fc “ ^
the Northwest Zonal Direc or Garba partiCularly called '‘wolvin8 a , descnbed as a serious cause for concern.

of federal r o a d s  to reduce the alarming
* e S S < ? ^ » o ~ r o f P T o j « c B Mo»itonng»dEvalu

F G  t a s k s  c o n t r a c t o r s  o n  

S / E a s t  r o a d s
ByNasir Imam

THE Minister of’W o r k s . H o u s i n g ^ ^ T ^ n t L t o r s  
Dr Hassan Muhammad Lawal, Enugu States m
handling federal road p ^ e c ts  m more men and
the South East geopolitical zone 10 r

inspecting federa l road projects m to optimize
He said this would ^ “ ^ c o n s t r u c t i o n  work, 

the current dry season or § tractor handUng theAJ f T
Dr. Lawal lamented that t had overly stretched his
Owerri road in Abia and1 at the same time, with the .
resources over too many' pr J a taWy too slow. He
result that his pace of w° * ™ a son Was not hilly utilized 
warned that if the curre rains within a few months
by the contractor, thecmse^ etion date for the project
f r o m  now, will affect th y b road projects in

Meanwhile, the schem ed  ̂ t  oic ^  Urban
Ebonyi State by the Minister &s a result Gf the obstruction

; » “  •  " “ k otcom ' 
munal clashes in Ezillo, Ishielu. -----------------

ILEB T U T l l f  I n Z % I-;.:. 'iJ
( ntre) flanKea oy iv»«* —

S E S f f J S S S S “ » -!===a
Lawal's devt efforts in Nasarawa commendable MduIibakar

state. It has been his dream that if M j H H T  attracted federal attention and by
From H ir Joseph, Lafia he finds himself with the opp , God’s grace, very soon, the project

state. It has been his dream that if 
From Hir Josepn, l<h.<> he finds himself with the oppor-

Alhaji Shamsudeen Abubakar d ih ^ b e s t  to achieve it. It
is a development stakeholder dream that propelled him
Nasarawa State. In M s  interview  initiafe the project
with Daily Trust, he threw more ft habilitate and strengthen
Hght on the ongoing rehabihta- to^ qus curves along
tion o f urban roads in the ancient k Lafia R o a d  which have
T ow nofK effi,*eo*SomSJ  rkon  ^ " | raanyli»e t T h i s to g e -
A k w a n g a -L a fia  Road and other could not be strength-
projects awarded by f  gned for the past many decades
try o f Works, Housing and Urban . the SUCCessive government.
Development, concluding that the B̂ t when he came on board, he
minister, Dr. Hassan Mohammad d  id e d th a t  h is  d re a m  to end the S U D E E N  Abubakar
Lawal who hailsfrom thestatehas  htmare on that road must be SHAMJ.U
a vision which no leader ofthe state n g ^
has ever had. Remember that the for

governor of Nasarawa State,K effi is undergoing aggres- g Abdullahi Adamu is a
sive urban renewal w.th M j q{ {omeI p
the massive rehabilita —  nkocanm. vet
, u  -  . .  .

lem particularly at the Lafia end 
because of flood at that point, has 
attracted federal attention and by 
God’s grace, very s o o n ,  the project 
to rehabilitate that road will soon
commence. , ,

Also in the area of rehabilita 
tion of urban roads, the minister 
has thrown his weight to see that 
Keffi which your questlo" l s Pa h 
ticular on gets good roads through 
massive re h .b ito n ™  Bu. .he

■  ^ . t h e  m a ss iv e  w
tion of roads. It was difficult to
k n o w  w h ose  project it  is u n til 
you  rose w ith  som e ̂ fo rm a tio n  
som etim e ago that th e  M in ­
ister o f  W orks, H ou sin g
U rban  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  Dr. H as
san M oham m ed L aw alactuaU y  

th e  project. As a close

close associate m .......-
dent Olusegun Obasanjo, yet 
he could not use his closeness 
to influence a project to end th  
nightmare on that busy road. 
But Dr. Lawal was able to bring 
1 . ^rartirallv go

m assive
minister is not going ^ o p a t  
the rehabilitation of Keffi roads, 
which by God’s grace, has a ready 
been completed. Work will soon 
commence on the metropolis of 
t afia the state capital, courtesy 
of our son, the minister who is
not going to b ed  until he the state
of roads to the entire country is 
improved on. The minister wants 
! V at fF.C to impact on

S eco n d ly ,I wantto say that the
road linking Abaji to Nasarawa
town is being worked on because
the minister ensured th a t m  imDrovea on.
difficulties being faced by Nige- 1 P at FEC to impact on
rians on that road end. Also his P Ws transforma-
Sasarawa-Loko Road which has Nigen $ ^  ^  his

to intluence a ~  ~ 'road caused many accidents becaus Nasarawa, h i s  own state which has
nightmare on that busy • ^  the deteriorating nature, aft d federal presence
But Dr. Lawal was able; to.bring ^  ^  abandoned for more than n  ^  ,m impact th is time,
this project -  to P ^ ^ J  J  years due to lack of fund certainly leave a legacy
down o n  h i s  k n e e s  before his co ^  m inister was able to  see Ofworks.

at the Federal Exec • . were made aval « a ri _ a. -i ̂  «r/\n tVnnlc informed
U rban D e v e l o p m e n t ,  dow n on his knees neiore u »  v e a r s ^ ^  ^  abk  to see
san M o h a m m e d  Lawal ^  J  leagues at the Federal Executive g, were m ade avail-
in itia ted  th e  project. A s a c lo s e  ^ g ^  u> seg reason to approve to  t th ^  & on  that
a sso c ia te  o f  th e  m inister, c a n  for ^  ct so that ab is on  going
you  throw  m ore lig h t o n  t o  h is m  ^  ^  ^  r^ J ° r3 .  A lso , the d eten o-
ta lk in g  about th e  scop e o f  th e  N 8 nightm are w hich  on Ub  Q bi Road> another
£ £ £ ,  why Keffi n o , any t h r o u g h ^  ^ ^  ° d whieh has gone
other place? ste r is a  on that road, so that his peope bad ^  ^  past 10 years as there are LOcai

P — h r is z s z & z
r ^ t r : r = y, “ ds

'in a very suattgic p o ^ m n  w *  stone ,he h i„ o ,y  of « h  e n ta  n a f ^  ^  ^
,he opportunity m  the roads sub sector o f oorcoun- “ M cheoostitll,ed aseriou sprob-

" y'

to also get an
He will certainly leave a legacy
because of works.

W hat do you  th in k  in form ed  
th e  m in ister’s d ec is io n  to  m ove  
in to  N asaraw a tow n " 
projects w h en  h e  shoutd  have 
con cern  h im se lf  w ith  federal
roads? There is a  state govern- 
m,m  in p i . « . . s  there » e  Local

sib,i,«yieh lv ; failed the people 
of Nasarawa State. They are not

doing anything to transform the 
state and you must have seen 
that from them that they have no 
intension of rehabilitating e 
roads, may be because of their 
ineptitude and lack o f - ^  
because of corruption. But the 
Honourable Minister is a pro- 
sressive like I said earher, and rt
w ornedhm  that Nasarawa urban
centres have no good roads. Now 
let me throw light on thisprojec 
so that Nigerians don t start 
thinking the minister is robbing 
Peter to pay Paul. That is not to 
case With the project. There is a 
provision under the Millennium 
Development Goals (MD s) or
urban rehabilitation. There are 
funds for that purpose through 
MDGs. Successive governments
may not have used that provi­
sion judiciously, but °n  a "  
ins office as a minister, Dr. Lawal 
decided that the funds must 
be applied to the latter. Let me 
inform you; for the past 30 years, 
Keffi has not seen g°od roads we 
have experienced a lot of hard 
ship despite having produced 
a governor for eight years. We 
have roads that are completely 
impassable. It is amazing that

C ap i t alTe r ritor y (FCT) and Keffi 
which has all it take to be a model 
urban centre in the country has 
been abandoned to the hands; o
neglect by both the state and toe
local governments. So for us in
Keffi the minister’s intervention
came timely and we apprecia e 
him for that.

mailto:property@dailytrust.com
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Trust Islamic Forum . ; r : " " '  ' i r '  f  the w orlds W e testify  that there is n o  d i e t y  w o r t h y  o f  w o r s h i p

S h o u l d  w e  c e l e b r a t e  e i d - u l - M a u l u d ?
J l  I V  V I  I V *    ^  Muhammad Alawi f t r b i d t e c e U b ^ m c l

MAULUD Nabbiy is a 
term used to refer to 
the observance of the 
birthday of prophet Muham­
mad (S.A.W.) which falls on 

the 12th of Rabi’ al-Awwal, the 
third month in the Islamic cal­
endar. T i^ te rm  Maulud is also 
used in some parts of the world, 
such as Egypt, as a generic term 
for th H irth d ay  celebrations of 
other historical religious figures 
such as Sufi saints.

The earliest accounts for the 
observance of Maulud Nabbiy 
can be found in eighth-century 
Mecca, when the house in 
which prophet Muhammad 
was born was transformed
into a place of prayer by Al-
Khayzuran (mother of Harun 
al-Rashid, the fifth and most 
famous Abbasid caliph). The 
early celebrations included ele­
ments of Sufic influence, with 
animal sacrifices and torchlight 
processions along with public 
sermons and a feast. The cel­
ebrations occurred during the

day, in contrast to modern day 
observances, with the ruler 
playing a key role in the cer- 
emonies. Emphasis was given to 
the Ahl al-Bayt with presenta­
tion of sermons and recitations 
of the Qur’an. The event also 
featured the award of gifts to 
officials in order to bolster sup­
port for the ruling caliph,

The first public celebrations 
by Sunnis took place in twelfth- 
century Syria, under the rule of 
Nur ad-Din Zangi though there 
is no firm evidence to indicate 
the reason for the adoption of 
the Shi’ite festival by the Sunnis, 
some theorise the celebrations 
took hold to counter Chris­
tian influence in places such as 
Spain and Morocco. Theolo­
gians denounced the celebra­
tion of Maulud as unorthodox, 
and the practice was briefly 
halted by the Ayoubites when 
they came to power, becoming 
an event confined to family cir­
cles. It regained status as an otii 
cial event again in 1207 when it

was re-introduced by Muzaffar 
ad-din, the brother-in-law of 
Saladin, in Arbil, a town near 
Mosul, Iraq.

The practice spread 
throughout the Muslim world, \ 
assimilating local customs, to 
places such as Cairo, where 
folklore and Sufic practices 
greatly influenced the celebra­
tions. By 1588 it had spread to 
the court of Murad III, Sultan ot 
the Ottoman Empire. In 1910, 
it was given official status as a 
national festival throughout the 
Ottoman Empire. Today it is an 
official holiday in many parts ot 
the world.

L egality  o f  M aulud
T  slamic scholars are divided
I  on whether observing Mau-

X  lud is necessary or even per­
missible in Islam. Some see it as 
a praiseworthy event and posi­
tive development, while others 
say it is an improper innovation 
and forbid its celebration.

A number of Islamic schol­

ars, such as Muhammad Alawi 
al-Maliki, Gibril Haddad, and 
Zaid Shakir, all subscribing to 
the Sufi movement, and Yusuf 
al-Qaradawi, the primary 
scholar ofthe Muslim Brother­
hood movement, have given 
their approval for the observ­
ance of Maulud. They cite 
hadith where prophet Muham­
mad (S.A.W) recommended 
fasting on Mondays, as that was 
the day he was born and also 
the day prophecy descended 
on him. They suggest that fast­
ing on Mondays is also a way
of commemorating prophet 
Muhammad’s birthday. How­
ever, there is division among 
them on the lawfulness ofthe 
methods ofthe celebrations. 
Most accept that it is praisewor­
thy as long as it is not against 
sharia (i.e. inappropriate m in­
gling of the sexes, consuming 
forbidden food or drink such as 
alcohol, playing music etc).

Notable scholars who con­
sider Maulud to be bid’ah and

forbid its celebration include 
Sheik M uhammad Taqi Usm- 
ani, a Hanafi scholar from 
Pakistan who has served as a 
judge on the Shariah Appellate 
Bench ofthe  Supreme Court 
of Pakistan and subscribes to 
the Deobandi movement, and 
Sheik Abd-al- Aziz ibn Abd- 
Allah ibn Baaz, who was the 
Grand Mufti of Saudi Arabia 
subscribing to the Salafi move­
ment. Although all agree that 
the b irth  of prophet M uham­
mad was the most significant 
event in Islamic history, they 
point out that the compan­
ions of the prophet and the 
next generation of Muslims 
did not observe this event. 
Furthermore, they highlight 
that prophet M uhammad did 
not observe the birth  or death 
anniversaries of his family and 
loved ones, including that of 
his first wife Khadijah bint 
Khuwaylid, nor did he advise 
his followers to observe his 
birthday.

ebrations occurred aurmg uk  —  - _________________  — ---------------------------

Al-Habibiyyah disburses Zakat in Abuja
By Abbas Jimoh

THE Deputy Imam of the Abuja 
National Mosque, Sheik Abu­
bakar Sadeeq, has advised the 34 
recipients of the maiden public 
disbursement of Zakat by the Al- 
Habibiyyah Zakat Foundation 
to utilise what they got to create 
wealth so that they could also be 
rich enough to pay Zakat to needy
Muslims.

Speaking at the ceremony 
yesterday, Sheik Sadeeq said the 
importance of Zakat cannot be 
over emphasized as it was m en­
tioned in the Holy Qur’an 82 time 
alongside the obligatory prayer
(Salah). j .

“Those who benefited irom 
today’s disbursement should not 
have it in mind to come back to 
seek for it again, it is better that 
they use what they have now to get 
to the level of paying Zakat them­
selves,” he said. .

Some of the beneficiaries
were given between N 30,000 and 
N 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 , while others received 
motorcycles, grinding machines,

W. . Vs

f t

FR O M  left: C h ief Im am  of Education , Odeom u
mi, Proprietor of A s-Sanus yy . d one 0f the beneficiarie:

1  Z u ^ m . n . . .  fund to beneficiaries m Abu,,.

p a r a d ,s e  h e  ° r  *h e  wiu
I  take  the other spouse into Jann ah also.

T f o » e s p ouseti s ^ „ u ^ » £ ^ - « ^ 0(

i ^ e s o m m h  and Loo, (peace be upon

b , , |y e d  ,h ,m  (rbeirbus. 

bands by rejecting their not against
M . ™ 1 a i d - mE r S X g » h h .b o s ,w h o

“ I S S S S ®  says. 'Allah sets M , ;an
for those who disbelieve’ them

and deep freezers among others 
and the tuition fees of four recipi­
ents were also paid at the event.

Director and Chief Imam 
of Al-Habibiyyah, Imam Fuad 
Adeyemi, said poverty, hunger,

insecurity among other man- 
made and natural calamities, are 
results of unpaid Zakat, regretting 
that many Muslims especially in 
Nigeria either do not pay Zakat or 
are ignorant of its payment.

night and day, eating with them being nit ^  ^  ^
and interacting with them in the y because
betrayed them’ means, Mes-
they did not share the^r fa^ them  at all and it did not
sengers of Allah. So that ^  <Sq they [Nooh

Adegbite to chair MMPN's symposium
t n m n r r n w at the National Mosque. posium e;

By Muideen Olaniyi

THE Secretary-General of Nigeria 
Supreme Council for Islamic 
Affairs (NSCIA) and Seriki and 
Baba Adinni of Egbaland, Dr. 
Abdullateef Adegbite is expected to 
chair the annual symposium ofthe 
Abuja chapter ofthe Muslim Media
Practitioners of Nigeria (MMPN)

tomorrow at the National Mosque. 
A release jointly signed by the

_  J  N ,

Alhaji AbdulRahman Kalogun ana 
Abbas Jimoh respectively said dis­
cussions atthe symposium themed 
‘Islam and Terrorism would be led 
by the Vice Chancellor of Univer­
sity of llorin, Prof. Ishaq Oloyede. 

Other discussants at the sym-
i

posium expected to commence 
by ll.a .m  are Mallam Abdulf- 
fatah Adeyemi, Sheikh Tajudeen 
Adigun Bello who is the Imam 
of Fuad Labibidi Mosque Zone 
3 Imam Hussain Zakariyyah ol 
Uthman Bin Affan Mosque Wuse 
2 and Hajia Aisha Umar Yusuf 
who is a member of D a ily  Trust 
Newspapers Editorial Board.

[al-Toor 52:21] And Allah knows best.

nR0>>4 102 950 or 08059 100 241
AlTcorrespondences to trustislam2008@yahoo.com Text massag

mailto:trustislam2008@yahoo.com
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Court orders DNA test 
over child's paternity
By Usman A. Bello & Lami Sadiq

AN Abuja Customary Court 
yesterday ordered one Fri­
day Ugowoke and Deborah 
Okpeh to undergo DNA test 
to ascertain the paternity of 
a child.

Deborah had on Febru­
ary 4, approached the court 
alleging that Friday impreg­
nated her after making love 

s*to her but denied responsi­
bility of the pregnancy.

Responding, Ugowoke 
informed the court that 
although he had an affair 
with Deborah, he was not the 
father ofthe child because he 
uses condom whenever he 
makes love to her.

The case was then 
adjourned to enable the 
court and both parties ascer­

tain the cost of DNA test.
At the resumed hearing, 

Friday was informed that it 
will take N59,O0O to carry­
out such test and he urged- 
the court to give him  two 
months to source for the 
money.

I will not be able to raise 
such amount of money in a 
short time becaus51 receive 
N l 5,000 monthly and need 
two months to raise the 
money,” Ugowoke said.

After listening to the 
Friday, Judge Omavuezi 
E. Oniovosa ordered them 
to submit themselves for 
DNA test and gave Friday 
one month to source for the 
money so that the test can be 
carried out.

The case was adjourned 
to April 13 for hearing.

17-yea r-old seeks 
divorce over 
husband's temper

By Romoke W. Ahmad

A 17-year-old wife has filed a divorce 
suit against her husband at an Abuja 
Upper Area.

The teenager complained of her 
husbands temper and alleged that 
he turns her into a punching bag at 
any slightest provocation.

Mrs Ikilima Aminu lam ented in 
court that her parents pushed her 
into early m arriage with Am inu 
Lawal, adding that it is tim e for 
her to opt out and begin a fulfill­

ing life, which she desire.
According to her, after junior sec­

ondary school, her parents forced 
h e r from their house and made her 
marry early, which she accented too 
helplessly.

“My parents Were so particular 
about marriage and I was forced to 
marry against my wish two years ago 
and since then the man has been mal­
treating me,” she alleged.

Mrs Aminu informed that when 
she filed the case, she was asked to 
pay for summon service to enable

the court serve her husband at Abaji 
and approached her parents, who 
declined to assist her with the money.

The teenage accused her father 
of once instructing her husband to 
take her to the police station when he 
reported her behaviour to him, say­
ing that since then he has continued 
to treat her like a slave in the house.

I now leave with an aunt and my 
hope is to go back to school, so that 
I can be educated in order to assist 
other helpless teenagers in my situ­
ation,” she added.

PIC: ABUBAKAR YAKUBU

G S S  N y a n y a  h o l d s  

s i l v e r  j u b i l e e ,  

i n t e r - h o u s e  s p o r t

h*n ds w l,h  s s s  N ,anya '5

AMAC House students during a march-past to celebrate GSS Nyanya's inter-house sports yesterday.

By AbubakarYakubu

GOVERNMENT Sec­
ondary School (GSS) 
Nyanya, yesterday cel­
ebrated their silver jubi­
lee as well as their 1 2 th 
annual inter-house 
sports competition.

The school’s Prin­
cipal, Hajiya Hassana 
Nuhu, while welcoming 
guests, emphasized that 
25 years in the history 
of GSS Nyanya is a land 
mark, which calls for cel­
ebration.

She solicited for 
assistance towards the 
construction of a school 
hall as well as a befitting 
language laboratory in 
order to make activities 
towards teaching and 
learning effective.

The principal recalled 
that the school started in 
Phase 1 Primary School 
Nyanya with students in 
Junior Secondary School 
1 and remained there till 
September 1993, when it 
was finally moved to its 
present location with few 
blocks of classrooms.

According to her, the 
school has developed 
over time with various 
structures erected as well 
as equipped properly to 
make both teaching and 
learning conducive for 
both teachers and learn­
ing.

She said GSS Nyanya 
h a s ' now become a 
source of emulation to 
other schools, adding 
that it has won awards 
such as best school May 
2007 in the use of global 
components, first posi­
tion in Shell football cup 
competition 2007/2008, 
third position in 2007 
Sage Nigeria National 
Competition, second 
position in Milo Bas­
ketball competition for 
both male and female 
categories in 2007/2008, 
first prize in a one minute 

, video coverage by Con­
sumer Protection Board 
in 2009, first position in 
trash to treasure inter­
school competition in 
2009 and first prize in 
Shell art competition in 
FCT in November 2009, 
among others.

Highlights o f the 
event were presentation 
of gifts to pioneer staff of 
the school including the 
first principal, Mr Jimiko 
Danjuma Habakkuk; cul­
tural dances by students 
of the school; march-past 
by various houses in th e . 
schools; basket ball com­
petition between Abaji 
and Kwali Houses.

At the end of the 
sporting event, AMAC 
House can first, followed 
by Abaji House, while 
Kuje House came third.

mailto:citynews@dailytrust.com
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Man jailed two weeks for gambling

By Hussein Yahaya & Ibraheem A. Fatai

AN Abuja magistrate court 
recently sentenced a businessman 
to six months imprisonment for 
defrauding one Ayodele Annex 
Okolo of N 1,846,000.

Maikayau Ibrahim was jailed 
for deceiving the complainant 
that he would purchase a Honda 
CRV ieep for her, after collect­
ing money and failing to bring

PfSiife prosecutor, Mohammed

1 . 8 m l
Ahmed had earlier told the court 
that on February 18, 2010, one 
Ayodele Annex Okolo of Educa­
tion Trust Fund, Maitama, Abuja, 
reported to the police that the 
accused defrauded her.

He said instead of refunding 
the money, the accused converted 
it to his own use, thereby commit­
ting offences punishable under
Sections 312 and 322 ofthe Penal
Code Law.

When the two-count charge was 
read to the accused, he pleaded

guilty and begged for leniency.
8 Based on his plea, the pros­
ecutor asked the court to try the 
accused summarily, citing Sec­
tion 157 of the Criminal Proce­
dure Code. __ — ' - *

In his ruling, Chief Magistrate 
Binta Mohammed sentenced him 
to six months imprisonment or to 
p a y  N10,000 as fine. \

The magistrate informed the 
accused to appeal to a higher 
court if she wants her money 
refunded to her.

By Hussein Yahaya &ibraheem A.

Fatai

AN Abuja magistrate court 
Wednesday sentenced a 26-year- 
old man to two weeks impris­
onment for gambling at Wuse
market.

The man, Ikechukwu Nwagwa 
was reported to have committed 
the offence on February 21,2010 
and subsequently arrested by a 
team of policemen.

Prosecutor Emmanuel Hos- 
seini told the court that on 
February 21, a team of police 
detectives from the Area Com­
mander’s office, Maitama, 
Abuja, arrested the accused for 
gambling in public.

He said the cards the accused
used to gamble andNl,000 were

recovered from his possession, 
adding that he confessed to the 
crime during police investiga­
tion, thereby committing an 
offence punishable under Sec­
tion 405 of the Penal Code Law.

W hen the one-count charge 
was read to the accused, he 
pleaded guilty, saying he took 
to gambling after the seizure of 
his second-hand goods by the 
A b u j a  Environm ental Protec­
tion Board s task force.

“I am the only child of my par­
ents with a wife and a child, who 
all depend on me for their daily 
needs and if I am jailed, nobody 
will cater for them,” he pleaded.

Magistrate Emmanuael Iya- 
nna sentenced him to two weeks 
im prisonm ent or to pay N2.000 
as fine.

PIC: ABUBAKAR YAKUBU
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Driver 
accused of 
damaging car
By Lami Sadiq & Usman A. Bello

THE police on Tuesday arraigned 
a commercial driver, Mukaila 
Aebaje, before an Abuja Upper 
Area Court for allegedly damag-

^Police prosecutor, Ayuba Ambi, 
told the court that on February 
21, one Abubakar Ali of Diamond 
Bank reported to the police that 
in June 2009, he entrusted a Nis­
san wagon vehicle with registra­
tion number X 0653 KWL to the
accused for commercial purpose.

The prosecutor said the accused 
promisedtoremit N10,000tothe 
complainant on weekly basis but 
failed to do so, adding that he 
travelled to Ondo State with the 
vehicle in December 2009 without 
the complainant’s consent.

He explained that the accused 
also converted N80,000 belonging 
to the complainant to his own use 
and left the damaged car in Ondo 
State and came back to Abuja.

The prosecutor told the court 
that the offences are punishable 
under Sections 322, 312 and 327 
ofthe Penal Code Law.

When the charges were read to
the accused, he denied them and
requested for bail.

Tudge Umar Kagarko granted 
him bail in the sum N 100,000 
with a surety in like sum and 
adjourned the case to April 12 for
hearing.

In another case, a 25-year- 
old man, Emenike Anioto, was 
arraigned for allegedly attempt­
i n g  to steal hospital chairs.

Police prosecutor, David Udeh, 
told the court that on February 
21 one David Nogodu, a security 
man attached to Wuse General 
Hospital, arrested the accused and 
brought him to the police station 
as he tried to steal chairs from the
hospital. ,

When the charge was read 
to the accused, he denied it and 
sought bail, saying he only tried 
to pass the night at the hospital.

Magistrate Grace Omayader 
granted him bail in the sum of 
N2.000 with one surety in like 
sum and adjourned the case to
March 15 for hearing.

-I   mu,, ----------- a rr ive  at UTC Shopping Centre, Garki, Abuja recent y-
FIREMEN during a demonstration exe

Family of six
By Usman A. Bello, Romoke W. Ahmad 
&0lotu Samuel

A father and his five children 
were yesterday arraigned before 
an Abuja magistrate court tor 
allegedly assaulting a police 
officer while carrying out his

The arrested family members, 
Sabin Nnaji, Vitalis Nnaji, Rita 
Nnaji, Chinyere Nnaji, Joseph 
Nnaji, Cynthia Nnaji and Ifeayi

accused of assaulting police officer
.....................   to the station, he and his and unvaccinated dogs *

Nnaji, were accused of beaten up 
a police officer and injuring him 
when he went to invite them to the 
police station over a complaint 
from one Tony Oguche of Kpeky- 
eeyi, Jikwoyi, Abuja.

Police prosecutor, Sanm Serki, 
told the court that Tony reported 
to the police that the accused 
released his three dogs and 
inflicted injuries on his two chil­
dren, adding that when a police
officer went to invite the tirst

accused to the station, he and his 
children beat him up and tore his
uniform. ,

The prosecutor stated tur 
ther that the accused persons 
later pursued the complainants 
wife, Elizabeth Oguche and her 
younger sister, Ada to the read 
and beat them to a state of uncon­
sciousness.

“During police investiga­
tions, it was discovered that the 
accused was keeping unlicensed

and unvaccinated dogs, adding 
that the police had to send a rein­
forcement team before he was 
arrested,” the prosecutor added.

The first accused person 
pleaded not guilty and requested 
for bail, which was not objecfed by 
the prosecutor.

Chief Magistrate, Ahmed Sam 
Shuaib, granted him bail in the 
sum of N50.000 with a surety in 
like sum and adjourned the case 
to March 8 for hearing.
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^ U m o r e n ,  during an interactive
session with students of Juniors

ROTARyGwarinpa's Club President,

econdary Sdtoo! Gwarinpa Estate recently.
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NGO donates items to elderly 
people, less privileged

. “t u  elders are becoming an endan-
By Akor Ojoma & Sunday Ejike Benjamin ^  species in this country and chil-

A Non-Governmental Organization, prematurely of hunger or
Amazing Grace Foundation against Fam- at home to a  p
ily Violence and Elders Abuse ( AGFA ^  aCN° n.payment or irregular payments of
VAEA) yesterday donated items to e der y and g ^ t i e s  have taken their
people and several vulnerable gro p P ^  ̂  ̂  eiders,” she lamented,
the Federal Capital Territory (FCf) ' Obegolu also said the aims of the NGO

Items d o n a te d  c o n s is te d  of cash, wrap ^  comprise of seven departments is
pers, bags o f  rice and other food items. „ other things create awareness,
P Addressing r e d p i e ^ A e f o m ^
well as chairperson of die NGO, Barrst wgU as the protection of the rights of
M.I. O b e g o l u w o m e n  and children who are often victims 
on victims of family violence and elders offemayvioknce. ______
abuse. .            ~~
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Aliero's wife, Shettima, others to receive award
_ i r-« i tt-c»rpr1 tVlP JlCl

By Nathaniel Jonah

THE FCT minister’s wife, Hajiya Zainab Adamu 
a Minister of Interior, Dr. Shettima Mustafa

for an award^ty the Apiculture Graduates
ciationofNigeria,AGAN,forthe^unmensecon-

tributions to the development ° fthe *ec^  . ,
Speaking to newsmen in Abuja, the National 

President of AGAN, Comrade Egbuta Michael 
said the conferment of life fellowship, fellowship 
and associate membership awards ofthe associa­
tion to carefully selected men and women was 
because of their contributions to nations build­
ing and agricultural development.

According to the group, the event is slated to
hold on March 6 , ______ ________

Comrade Egbuta who t r a c e d  the actmUes 

or^m i^tion ha^servedas^a formidable voice for

■, C £ 2 £ 2 a S S S —
tion for donating six hectares of cukivatedfarm 
land to Bwari Area C o u n c r i ,  stressing that the

himKazaure, txecuuvc ~ -----  -
Sani Alhassan, Mazi Sam Ohuabunwa, Chief
Executive of Neimeth P h a r m a c e u tx a l  PI.C 
Gbenga Makanjuola, Chairman House Commit- 
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Inside Politics
Fake voters bloated Anambra 
voters' register -  Victor Umeh

From Beatrice Onuchukwu, Awka

IO U L D  you  x-ray the  
last e lec tion  in  A nam -  

^bra state that your party  
won?

The result of the election 
wasn’t be a surprise to anybody 
who is sincere and objective. I 
have always said that if the people 

■ are allowed to vote the candidate 
of their choice, APGA will carry 
the day. And that is what hap­
pened. As a party, we are happy 
that Anambra people expressed 
their unflinching confidence 
on the ability of the incumbent 
Governor to consolidating his 
achievements,in their own inter­
est. We are happy that the votes 
of the people of Anambra State 
really counted in determining 
who INEC declared winner of 
the election.

BU T  som e voters and  
observers have criticized  
th e  ou tcom e o f  the e lec ­

tion  saying INEC d id  n ot tidy  up  
the election . They said G overnor 
O bi d id  n o t w in  th e  required  
lo ca l govern m en t areas to  be  
declared w inner o f  the election . 
T hey also alleged that APG A did  
n ot com e out clean the election?

I don’t agree with you that 
APGA did not come out clean. 
Immediately the result was 
declared, I addressed the press 
and left to meet the Governor 
with whom we went to thank 
our leader Dim Chukwuemeka 
Odumegwu Ojukwu at Nnewi. 
The election was never contro­
versial. Neither I nor the gov­
ernor slept. We kept vigil as the 
results were coming in Saturday 
night, and by 5am we had won in 
15 local governments. We scored 
25 percent clearly in 15 local gov­
ernments by our own calcula­
tion. And by about 10 minutes 
past 5am, Sunday morning, I had 
sent text messages to a lot of peo­
ple that we had won the election.

So, the claim that all our oppo­
nents are crying blue murder is 
not correct because most of our 
opponents had accepted defeat 
and congratulated the Governor. 
Only Dr. Chris Ngige of Action 
Congress refused to accept defeat. 
And that is also not a surprise. 
The issue of not being able to get 
25 percent in 2/3 ofthe local gov­
ernments, which is 14 out of 21, is 
not true. His Excellency, Gover­
nor Peter Obi had fulfilled all the 
constitutional requirements to be 
declared winner in this election.

T he truth is that, Ngige had 
discountenanced invalid 
votes in the election. And

that was what produced the mis­
leading results for him in two 
local government areas of Anam­
bra East and Anambra West. 
What he is saying now is that the 
constitution said you must score 
25 percent of the total votes cast 
in at least 2/3 of the local govern­
ments in the state. But I think he 
is not being sincere to himself. If 
you go through the result sheet 
which INEC declared finally, you 
will see 3 columns. The first col­
um n is the total valid votes, the 
middle one is rejected votes, and 
the final one is the total votes cast. 
Add the rejected votes and total 
valid votes cast in the election and 
you will get the figure he is rely­
ing on in his calculations, which is 
completely erroneous. An invalid 
vote is no vote; a rejected vote 
is no vote. If you want to calcu­
late whether a candidate in the 
election scored the mandatory 
25 percent in a particular local 
government, what you would do 
is to add the votes shared by all 
the candidates in that local gov­
ernment, then apply to the score 
ofthe candidate against the total 
to see if the candidate scored 25 
percent or a quarter of the votes 
cast in that local government. Sec­
tion 179(2) of our constitution 
did not talk about invalid votes 
but total num ber of the votes 
cast. O f course the constitution 
wouldn’t have anticipated that an 
invalid vote would be part ofthe 
votes cast in any election. That is 
because it was not attributed to 
any candidate. The construction 
of that section of the constitution 
envisages that the votes cast in 
an election were shared among 
all the candidates that contested 
election in the respective local 
governments. That is the total 
votes cast.

In summary, an invalid vote 
means a void vote. It is not cred­
ited to anybody You cannot 
express void in the erroneous cal­
culations Ngige went into.

In the petition filed by Gov­
ernor Peter Obi challenging his 
election in 2003 here in Awka, 
Justice Nabaruma tribunal cal­
culated in a table the votes polled 
by each of the candidates and also 
calculated the percentage of the 
scores by each of the candidate.
Void votes and invalid votes were 
not included in that calculation.
And that was the judgment that 
went to the court of Appeal and 
survived.

The same thing happened in 
Edo State, where Oshiomole chal­
lenged the declaration of Osunbor 
as the duly elected Governor of 
Edo State. Incidentally Oshiomole 
is from Action Congress, Ngige’s

i

CHIEF Victor Umeh

party. Our brother Justice Peter 
Umeadi who tabulated it used the 
scores credited to the candidates 
to determine if each candidate 
scored the 25 percent required by 
the constitution in any of the local 
government areas. So there is no 
ambiguity in this matter.

YO U  were in  the vanguard  
o f  ag ita tion  o f  credib le  
voter’s register, yet it was 

a lleged  that th e  A nam bra reg­
ister w as m an ip u lated . W hat 
w ould  you  say to  this?

The noise being made about 
voters’ register is unnecessary 
because it is not a new issue. In 
2007, the incident occurred in 
the voters’ register. For instance, 
in Ondo State, the name of Mike 
Tyson appeared in the voters reg­
ister. Prior to the Anambra elec­
tion, the issue of voters register 
had been trashed out and we 
expressed anxiety over the m an­
ner INEC conducted the updat­
ing of the register last year. I 
alerted the public about the print 
out from Nnewi South where in 
Ezinifite, we saw the picture of 
Gani Fawehimni and Chief Jim 
Nwobodo. We also saw Chief 
Alex Ekwueme’s name with some­
body’s picture. I had said that the 
only problem we, would encoun­

ter in this election apart from 
INEC doing the right thing, is the 
voters register. INEC did not say 
from day one that they did not 
have a problem with the voters’ 
register. Blames should not go 
to INEC alone but politicians in 
the state who injected fraudulent 
names into the register. Some of 
them used calendar to take photo­
graphs of people to inflate voters’ 
card register.

Some politicians were said to 
have stockpiled up to 60,000 vot­
ers cards in their house. And they 
are now shouting blue murder. 
You will understand that some 
people are just being economi­
cal with the truth. They said we 
have 1.8 million voters. Where are 
those people? These are the fraud­
ulent registration they did in an 
attempt to beef up their numbers 
ahead of the election.

If you get the final voters reg­
ister, you will find that local gov­
ernments like Idemili North and 
South have 105,000 and 104,000 
voters. The challenge has been for 
the people registered to come and 
vote. We faced the challenge on 
the Election Day. We insisted that 
only those with voter s card bear­
ing the image of the voter would 
be allowed to vote. We educated 
our agents on that because we

suspected that some politicians 
wanted to use none existing vot­
ers to massively rig the election. 
INEC did not pay lip service to 
the fraudulent registration exer­
cise. They sacked 10 INEC Offi- 
tfals for being compromised in 
the registration exercise.

However, some people cduld 
not see their names in the vot­
ers register. It is not a new thing 
because it was raised evten before 
the election but all the candi­
dates subjected themselves tt) 
the election. The Action C on­
gress candidate knew all these 
flaws and subjected him self to 
the election.

I  In any case, nobody gained 
I any advantage over the other in 

terms of missing names in the 
register. Everybody went to the 
same election under the same cir­
cumstance. There was no attempt 
to disenfranchise people who 
wanted to vote the Action Con­
gress candidate Dr. Chris Nwabu- 
eze Ngige and flow ed people who 
wanted to vote for His Excellency 
Governor Peter Obi to go and 
vote. It was a general problem in 
the state.

Prof. C hukw um a So lu d o  
in itia lly  congratu lated  
O bi b ut later said  h e is 
g o in g  to  court. H ow  w ou ld  you  

describe that. A lso , what lessons  
d o  you  th in k  A nam brarians  
learnt in  th is election?

Having accepted defeat when 
the election result was announced, 
it was immoral for Soludo to 
open new fro.us and attack the 
results of the same election. This 
has continued to create doubt as 
to his character. But I won’t say 
he is challenging that result, so 
to speak. He congratulated the 
Governor and disappeared. On 
Thursday, the Director of his 
Campaign Organization, one 
Chris Udechukwu, was cred­
ited to have faulted the calcula­
tions of INEC. And because such 
came from a Director in Soludo’s 
Campaign Organization, people 
screamed that Soludo was chal­
lenging it. As we speak Soludo is 
in London. He has gone home. 
That’s where his family is. He has 
gone to have a deep rest.

So how can he challenge the 
election when APGA defeated 
him in his own home town, Isuo- 
fia community? He lost in his 
home town, lost in his local gov­
ernm ent and didn’t win in his 
entire Senatorial Zone. So, on 
what pedestal would he stand' to 
challenge the election when he 
won in only two local government 
areas in the North? I don’t believe 
he is challenging the election.

>
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As impeachment fever rattles
Adamawa LG bosses

-i *|u Umaru \ of Local Govei
______________________________________________________ernm ent council A . \ f  Nigeria (AI

Abbo ,u  recent

. . n„rtv (PDP)in the state has
•i Aih Umaru \ of Local Government Chairmen ^ibed the spate of impeach-

ernment council Al . \ fN i eria (ALGON), has asked across the Adamawa
Abbo and Mub, South Engr. to ^ 8  ^  three t o r c h e d  fortunate.
Bitrus Habshi. chairmen i n  the state to remain secretary of the party,

Investigation revea / 0ffice The association said the p p  clisha told newsmen in
efforts by some Impeachments were unconstitu- Mr P * ^ ^ a c h m e n t s  do
vent the impeachme tionally carried out. _______, ,„av underm ine the
colleagues by requesting anunflu- fielding questions from
ential person in the gov«rn™ neWsmen, the state president of
house in Yola to intervene failed who is also chairman
to yield fruit. G overnor Murtala a  ^  Local Governm en
Nyako was said to have s n u b b e d  Mr Felix Tangwami said
the idea when he was approached . legislative coun-

An impeccable source also thouf£  ^  ^  perform their
disclosed that the chairmen «  ^  ̂  roles, ALGON did not
had approached the Lamidon 0f impeachments as
Adamawa Dr. Aliyu Mustapha ^  J ecause they fell short of
pleadingw ithhim  to persuade th Ponstitutlonal requirements.
councillors to stop COnMrUTangwaml alleged thatcouncillors lo —  “ ~rment moves. While the Lamido,
according to the source, was try­
ing to resolve the conflict, some 
chairmen sneaked to Abuja to 
iobby some PDP stakehold­
ers to intervene. Some of th 
stakeholders were alleged to be 
the brain behind the im p eac^

nstltUuonai — , . .
Mr. Tangwami alleged that 

the allegations raised against the 
impeached chairmen were not only 
weak but lack merit. They did not 
call for impeachment, he said.

The ALGON boss noted with 
concern that most of the allega­
tions were basically adimms-

Yola that tne
not in any way underm ine the 
cohesion ofthe party m  the state. 
He expressed optimism that 
crisis will be resolved using the 
internal conflict mechanism ot 
the party. He said that prom i­
nent, stakeholders are working

t 0  G otem orM urtala Nyako has 
for the first time denied that he 
was behind the impeachments. 

~ ic no wav governsaying there is no way govenv 
m ent could be happy with the

"^Speaking^hrough his special 
adviser on local government 
affairs Alhaji Abdurrahm an
Bobboi, the governor explained
tha t he was doing everything
p o s s i b l e  t o  e n s u r e  harm onious
working relationship betwee

From Ibrahim Muhammad,Yola

FEAR of uncertainty is now 
gripping some local govern­
ment chairmen in Adamawa 
State following the flurry o 
impeachments sweeping across 

the state. No fewer than three 
chairmen have lost their seats in 
recent time, even as the Adamawa

the brain behind the im p^ ^  trative, and products of a break r e i a u u u ^   --
ments. Many suppo jn communications whi arms 0f  government at the
impeached chairmen in the issues of financial misconduct and iocal government
the state lawmakers and Abuj < re not reasonable charges wor- state
b a s e d  P D P  stakeholders are the fim peach ing the chairmen^ levek. ^  ^  need for
persons behind  the masks m l  yThe a l G ON president said executive and the legis-
impeachment saga in G y u >  0Cesses employed in the local govern-
Mryo-Belwa, M u b i  S o u A  ^  th  were faulty ^  ^ i l s  to learn to work

s r s S  " p o
threaten to see that they ensure the im p « .‘t T g ^ e m L n . T  the J d S  T  f ^ g ’ t h . t ' '» v

state chapter of the Association —  * J  ,  2 j S S 3 A - ? “ r i !call ot some counciuuia.
The latest round of impeach­

ments came less than four mont is 
after an amicable resolution of a 
rift between the chairmen and 
their councillors. Crisis within 
some councils erupted shortly 
after the chairmen won their case 
against the state House of Assem- 
Wv on the controversial one yearCrr n t t i m e , e v e n a s t h e A d «  ^ X ^ ^ U o v e r s i a l  one year 

State chapter ofthe Association of ^  by the lawmakers

N °g w f (ALGON) has asked them earl^ \ ,  j rMSt gathered that 
to remain in office The assoaa- t  ^  counter threat of
tion said the impeachments were ^  dangUng over many
unconstitutional. „„_1orai of the chairmen and council-

The relationship between b e  ^  many of them in a
government chairmen and their The chairm en already

b S o ; ”. « » c
G o t t e n  D w an a .M ay o -B e lw a  local gov-

Kogi 2011: Okun strengthens 
move for guber seat

amnronment fc

state iocal 5^ ’---------  .
state chapter of the Association

NO fewer than three 
chairmen have lost their
seats in recent time, even
as the Adamawa State 
chapter ofthe Associa­
tion of Local Government 
Chairmen of Nigeria 
(ALGON) has asked them  
to remain in office. t

accoun tant,  -----   ■
allegation filed against a chair 
man to be substantiated, an 
independent body m ust verify
them,” he said.

“A council chairm an can­
not be impeached on the basis 

 allegations.

racy dividends „  
ate, stressing that anY ™  
should be resolved amicabl> for 
the benefit of the people at the

8 raThe0 tg6 vem or’s aide also
not be impeached on the basis ^  ch^
of unsubstantiated allegation^ ^  ^  ^  redress in COUrt if
Any allegations m ust be^v feel that the process that
fied by an independent body to ' ved them  was faulty.
be appointed by the Chief Justice ^  ^  e of impeach-
of the state,” he stressed. mgnts rocking the local govern-

W hile threatening to ta Adamawa State, one of
action against defiant co u n a l- ^
lors by initiating reca p are asking is: w ho are behind the
ess, Tangwami asked aH th  deveiopm ent? Another ques-
impeached chairmen to remain F be answered in
to office as ALGON is working m onths is „ h a t the
to reversel ofthe unpeachm . developm ent portends for the

In the meantime, leadership aeve y
ofthe ruling Peoples Democratic polity in 2011. ------

Favose qets LP m em bership card
Governor of member ofthe party in the ® * ^ s t a t l ’ Fa’

From Isiaka Wakili, Lokoja

environm entforO kunpeopletorektew lth

OKUN leaders from the Kogi West Sena f the okun  people by setting up ]
torial District have resolved to consolidate f o ^ n0tcham ber of Commerce, Indus^
the move to produce the next governor ^  Mine and Agriculture and the Oku

K° This1 resolution was contained in a InV^Ŝ a” ociation, however, called on the

The association noted that the ere vanous community development as

“r n t K ^ ^ ----------

THE former Governor of 
Ekiti State, Chief Ayo Fay-
ose, o n  Thursday assumed
membership of the Labour 
Party (LP) when he was pre­
sented with its membership
card. .

Mr Akin Adesuyi, the
Chairman of the party in 
Afao/Araromi Ward m 
Irepodun/Ifelodun Local 
Government Area, pre­
sented Fayose with the card
number 1020725 in his 
country home in Afao-Ekiti.

Adesuyi explained that 
the presentation was to for­
merly endorse Fayose as a

member of the party in the

Sta\en his response, Fayose ^  he wouid
assured the party that he dedare for the
would ensure its victory t y o n F n d a y  at the party’s
the 201 1  general elections. party®

He also promised to cong® Qse also said that he 
mobilise his supporters to ^  defecting to Labour
ensure that the party won tocontestforanyposi-
in all the local government  ̂arty^  ̂  nQt deciared to

— K e ^ t  3 5 S s s s S
state. , enviable position in

“I will ensure the stabil- to an a m *  v
ity ofthe party as well as its the state. (NA
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Best Fertilizers from Thailand, with cheap 
prices that cannot be compared to any

?  5ompany m  was m 2009 ds a tead.no
o.Hrsbutor o f high quaNty Organic and Mineral Orgeo*c f« rtla e rs  
among other predfuas. Our company is. the exclusive disKfeutar in 
Nigeria, o f Grgamc ana Mineral Organic fertilizers o f one o f the major 
high sjuaity Fertifeer p ro ^d n g  com pares in Thailand. Our 
headquarter is in Thailand and branch office in Abuja, Our O rgank 
sod K m r i Oraanfc fe r tfc m , w h id i fe i„  g u tte r  and tau-d form " 
erwcb theson, protons its  life  and increase the#rcw th rate o f p b n *  
traps grown Using these fe t te r s  are healthy, btaqer and m e  
m o ta * .  The n a tu ra l denvtd m o ra ls  in X e  M m J  c ^

I f  ~  ^ + r VfeS pf0tecti0n fw  # *  Plants, crops and ® ,a « j 
dtseases. The q^anftty o f these fa r tfc rs  afspted M each staV fiw  
seasstt, does do t sroeasa in each subsequent period, ife  sasne 
o tte  B o m g  f e t f e n  « *h  ta rra M  effects on the s * f, rathe? 
const»«quantity is applied « t eachplanting season.

Ths benefits o f our fw tllw s  cannot he compared to  any other, 
w ill convince you. Our prices are cheap and cannot be matcf 
any « te r, partly due to the absence o f mk&fiemen;

matched by

N ature  Ono O rgan,c N ature One M inera l O rgan ic
F e r t fe e r  (G ra nu la r) F e r t i i i f f ir  {U tfu k l}

T M ta n d :
James- +66848615208 
Bose- -HS6896928962

N*jj«rte
James- +2347056033535 

Mrs, Q w /tona - +234SDS 088849

E - n w il-  j:a m .m yco rin e € t@ v a h o o .e o m :

a l  k a u f a  g l o b a i  C E N T R E  f o r  
C A P A C I T Y  B U I L D I N G

T ? ?  * * * * * * *  « * » * ’**><«>?r,SrP—
2 , Owsisr Sasj® Pm o -Tm/shm
* m m ^ rn m & m  -fctedtat
I. SM iammad S e n i» «  Em, -Lagal P r a e * * * * -  
' Has Mafvam iifhrnan .Wr-.*,.,-Housewife 

-School Proprietor Teacher

*8<*ool PfopSesŵ Mctier 
-l*cb»m*:fL«gal Pracotiooer
JtomkmmimMm

S. H *j. MswyaraUthmfw 
® Muhammad T Swlstaan 
fclteMtefrrartll.S .TwirtW  
», Mi.*asnro#sS»nOtBr!#n
9 . Or- Jammai A.M .,
10. H#.Ha»a Sate Kota 
A im *  «r»<( o fc jacbvM

1 ‘**® ** *“  ac*ummon “ «  o* Sftdsgam
2 “  "*“®“ *■“•* "*» * «** to «****
^ 8 VK!W to ̂ WWHIW^ *he ***** of

«*ool# for orphans a mi indigent Nigtmans 
—  %)gft&d: s&cretary

> I A M A ’ A T O  A N W A R U L .  P A I L A  
I S L A M I C  O W G A N I S A T I Q k i

« W » » L  ?  " ?  y  r  P * ?  puW fc * *  ,!w  « *« ve  aaaaed 
i  ^  , , * " B hf s «pph«« *o « *  C orpora te  A ftk irs  C w w n is w d n  fo r
S  w  W<5 5  ’e  t’ s' E,K" C « m p « n « * and A l l« 4  M m m  Act

H' totetMMo a i Nig&m j <»0. 
t  M K T R W S rm a *  A R E :

1* . A liys* Lsm ^I
2-* Mai A<Jamy 

i ^  Mai BasMr Nuhu
I AlMH AXt* Q B JE C rtV m t
1 I  . RenderiBg s t  bumupmrim: a o vkm  to M a d in a  and A c

fe a e ta ) p ub lic  
5 . l.stdfoiish Is ia rriic  ^ichsKiis 
s. Cxwkluctrog % %'sd, 23k r  and Itege 
^  reg is tra tion  s to o id  be fo rw arded  to

n m h  c E Z Z Z ^ S i  < v,rpr 1e A *Tair p k *  240 .. M  Ort A g u iy i Irons* Street, M a itam a Q a t i  A b u ia
** ****& _ « & * (2* )  days fro m  she d a »  o f  th is  p M ka tkm .

Sl̂ tKxl 
M .B . Id r is

&  C o. ix g a )  Ip r iic titk m e rs )
S u it B 4 A 3- Zitmyiti  Pla*s(

I  * h a  K a N * Road, Kadtm a

T R U S T  C L A S S I F I E D
J H ftj  th e  Light o f Truth 

The Grai! M essage
"LET MY WORD becom e alive within you; for 
this alone can bring you tha t benefit which 
you need, enabling your spirit to  ascend to 
the  Luminous Heights of the Eternal Gardens 
of God"

• Abd-ru-sMn
Qra»S C e n tre  M a d a lia , Ma*}a!Sa S u le |a  H oad  6SQ5 4 18 3 3 0 4

CENTRE FOR DISPUTE SETTLEMENT
This Is to infarm the general pu«ic that the M w U n a m e d  « M a | >

?1 S 0 S S  to Sle CwP « te  A M *  Commiasion * r  regisbjjWon e M tr 
part 0  Of fhecyrr?p^n!^s.yndAilie^ m atisrsAct 1 Df 
Ttt« Trustees are:
1 .A lft. Stohammedi y . Bappa -D irecto r 
Z H a y w a H a h w o  ^Consi^tant ’
iS s 'a d o A liy u  -Consultant
4.F«dimatu?»,8eW -Contuftsnt
5.Alft.UmamA. Slmbu ■*■ Consultant

B « to  .Secretary
M M S ftO B J S C tfV S S

^  ^  ^  re"  *  «  to

A T o  « % h t « i  pub«c on the importance o f te r tg  o b e d to t to law  and

4. To obtain s  society o f  integrity and m utual understanding
m‘t  m$ ? tmion «W “ W *»  fo rw arder to the n a ^ ,

■ . y  al- . C0fpOt3 te  A fe «  CommissSQts p lo t 420 TSgrte C ra*c»nt 
Maitansa OisiJ-ict Abuja wimin z8 days o f IWs pubiieaSion.

S igned ; Barr, A m ina  B e llo  
S ecretary

VO ICE OF THE THRONE M IN ISTRY 
INTERNATIONAL

?3Mblfe 15 tee&y TOiifetS S,ai at»v» n»med
Z  f- ? f  m - i w m  * *  co rpo re te  Affairs C om m te*m  for 
regw ra tw n  under part rC' of t ie  Companies and AHed Mattera A ct of

TreTRUSTEESARg;
1. Eyang, GraeeAkwashW - ChMmao
2. EtwchAnzata . M«mt3er
3. Jantm MWeMU t? h « e * - Seemtarv 
AIM S AND OBJECTIVES:
1 To « n a t M i  ettwehea anywhere the spirit o f God d^ecte
2 . To prompts prayer mmissries.
3 . To p reac* e e to tto n  to ttte vm td .

To cany out heating and deHverances to  Sse society

Any objection'to the r^ is ffa t io n  shotsld 
gsnerai. Corporate A fa irs  oo^m isston, 
^fhfsp^icaSon.

S igned; 
Secretary

forwarded to  the  Registrar- 
s, Abuja w ithin 28 <Sayg

W i f i ORK FOR PEACE BUILDING
TWs is to  inform  the general puM e that the .above named Non- 

CZ Z T J f  “ 9 * “  te s  * p p «  »  » »  Corporate affa?*

s s s i s j s s r  part c 01 the
Thetnusta«s«re:
I  M r Godwin M iboko -Chainnan
2- M r Samuel Ogah -M em bw
3 BarCtirisSophwiJxito -Sacretarv
A tm e a n d O b je c tive *
1. TooontnteJte to pe^oe bwldwig foirastaWe society 
Z  To contribute to She progress and rapid development o f the society 
3. To s i k  towards s im ulating (he Youths f t *  ̂  reliance

r a ll^ S S fS e r *  CriSiS m8*w88,w*t "*  "*** <* victas rf
sJ,0lid • »  fe«® K led  So the  Regisirar 

Gsswrai Corporate a fe rs  Comrmsston, 420 Tigris Cresent o ifA a a iri

SpSon^8 1® tei5ama- WiShi,! 2* d3yS 
sm m o

SARR CHRiSTOPHER I8 0 K 0  
SECRETARY

L O S S  O F  P A S S P O R T
the undersigned Antoine Sou Harb, Lebanese 

[ watiooal diclare that f have tost my passport whose 
oumberis R L t337128 issued in B e ir u t

i will be very gratefal to anyone who finds this passport to 
| call m© on my phone number 08035950491 or to hand it 
i to the nearest police station or to the Embas$v of 
[ Lebanon on the following add ress:

Embassy of Lebanon 
P lot762 Lake Chad Crescent 
Maitama-Abuja

3  K a n t a  ftOArf, T » ra k t A |j H t3u ts ,» , f  O  m »K  9 7 1 7  K M t tn a

m p w  Mwe ^
A Kaolin M ining «t»« covering an Area of200 bcctresin 
iM m te  State, situated along the Baucht-Ciombe Rwd 
and parallel to th« RaiJway l l »  for ease o f  
tnm gM ta tim  to a ll parts o f Nigeria, is available for 
m m , Esiinmiadl are 2 mi llion metric trnm m .

2. Also, a Farmland, «i«e 450 Acres, wear Kadmta 
Kaduna/ Abuja Express Road, is available for sale.

enqiiiries by e-waii ooiv
O T M M E m to ir6 fi3 M E S K E i,« ff l!  t r  ««« ajsirwin a \ ahoo.wwi

Signed;
IB R A H IM  YAHAYA

For: Eimwai Con>pany Ltd Kaduna

— E M M
I formerly known as MISS HAUWA ISA now wish to be 
called MRS HAUWA GAMBO ISA. All former
tekerate*8 rema#1 V8,id’ N y  $ -C  a»m general public

Former named MOHAMMED MUSA ALIYU in Daily 
I™ , ^Z-febuary is now. MOHAMMED MUSA 
fvArAKATi. Authority concern and general public take 
note,

BRA*MAH wish to be 
^ F IBRAHfM fSIAKA. Former documents remain ; 

i vabd. University of Jos and the genera? public to note,

! ,  J . ^ e r i y  M I S S  A L O  O L U W A S O L A  
* Now wish t o  b e  callsd as MRS : 

AOEMOYEGUN OLUWASOLA MOROMUNSOLA All i
^ main yaW AOEKUNLE ajassn  : 

UNfVEBStTY AKUNGBAAKOKO, ONDO STATE public i 
take note. -

I formerly A8IGIAL OMOLOLA AWOBIYI, now MRS 
ABIGlAt OMOLOLA MEMEH. Former documents 
remain valid. General public take note.
RC NO. 67785 SP NO. 58334

Formerly known as MISS RITA FATU OKEWU now 
wish to be known as MRS. RITA FATU SANN.I Ail 
former documents remaih valid. General public taks 
note,

<
i FORMERLY KNOWN AS MOHAMMED MURTALA 
SALEH AKWAKI NOW WiSH TO BE ADDRESS AS 
^ H* MMAD MURTALA SALEH . ALL FORMER 
DOCUMENTS REMAIN VALID. FEDERAL CIVIL 
SERVICE COMMISSION, OFFICE OF THE 
ACCOUNTANT GENERAL OF THE FEDERATION 
AND GENERAL PUBLIC TO NOTE

I FORMERLY ANGELA ONYAOLE DANIEL NOW 
'I^NOWN.AS MRS ANGELA ONYOALE

ALL FORMER DOCUMENTS REMAIN VALID 
GENERAL PUBLIC TO NOTE.

I, formerty known as YUSUF KARIM now wish to be 
called JOESEF TIMOTHY KARIM. All former 
documents remairs.vaiid General public take note,

t  formerly AGRiNYA HELEN OGEYl now wish to be 
addressed MRS IRONLE HELEN OGEYl. All former 
documents remain valid. NYSC and General Public take ; 
note ^

f, formerly JOY MHUNGUR AHUR now wish to be 
known as JOY MHUNGUR AYU. Former documents I 

; remain valid. Zenith Bank Plc and general public take i 
I note.

I, fo rm e r ly  MISS DIANA NANA YAKUBU n o w  w is h  to b e  
k n o w n  as MRS DIANA NANA OYEKAN. F o rm e r : 
d o c u m e n ts  re m a in  v a lid . University o f  Abuia a n d  
p u b lic  ta k e  n o te .

I formerly known as SULE LIMAN JEGA now wish to be 
known as SULEIMAN IMAM JEGA. Former documents ! 
remain valid. General public take note.

I, formerly MISS VERONICA NNEKA OPARA nowwish
c r *u !« f  ? SSed 38 MRS VERONICA NNEKA
fcurfsNA. Former documents remain valid. Oceanic 
Bank, general public take note.

I, formerly MISS UWAOILEKE UGOCHI LINDA is now
known as IBE UGOCHI LINDA. Former documents 
remain valid. General pubic to note.

I, formerly known as MISS AL1 DAUDA MARYAM now 
wish to be known as MRS YAHAYA DAUDA MARYAM
All former documents remain valid. Abmadu Bello 
University Zaria and general puWic take note.

I, formerty known as MISS JENNIFER ALI OBELLEY
knwn as MRS JENNIFER ALINAH

w a z ik i. All former documents remain valid. General 
public take note.

I, fo rm e r ty  AK WANDAYE AUGUSTINE AKWANDAYE
AU61ISTIMP pCai'edH AKWANDAyE WACKSON AUGUSTINE. Former documents remain valid. General 
pubic take note,

i ' f t n m » i u L . k/ ° WR as M,SS RASH IDATASDULRAHEEM now wish to  be cailed MRS
RASHIDAT ABDULRAHEEM NURUDEEN All former 
documents remain valid. General public take note.

mailto:t@vahoo.eom


Eriksson: 1 am happy
to be here

NFF to interview Lagerback today
FORMER Mexico and England
coach, Sven-Goran Erikss, ° ^ e 
terday in Abuja appeared beforeL m \e rv ie w p a n e n o o k m g o ra
foreign technical adviser for the

^T h e^ w ed e ’s appearance made 
him the fourth to be interviewed 
by the panel put together to make 
a final shortlist of three c®aclP  , 

Eriksson who led the Eng a
team to a goalless draw in a t o t
round group match with Nigenas
Super Eagles at th e  2 0 0 2  World
Cup finals in South K orea/apan
however refused to grant any 
interview after emerging
the interview room. .

He only commented about the 
weather, refusing to comment on 
what went on during his moments
with the panel.

“It’s a nice weather, and 1 am

panel led
by Mr Patrick Ekeji, D^recto 
General of the National Sports 
Commission (NSC) and 
ber ofthe Presidential Task Force 
fPTF) on Super Eagles q u a l i f i c a -  

S f o r  the 2P010 World Cup 
on hand to comment on the inter

™ S r S d e  Adenbigb. . .
employee of the Nigeria Football
Federation (NFF) who is work- 
ing with the panel, however con­
f u te d  that former Sweden coach 
Lars Lagerback would be inte

appearance 
before the committee will round
the session  off,” he said.

Lagerback is scheduled to

appear before the panel today 
by midday, to make hm i the 
fifth and last of the coaches to be
interviewed, and the panel is to
immediately make a final shortlist

^ N i g e r i a  FootbaU Federa­
tion (NFF) had made an initial 
shortlist of five foreign coaches, 
S y  Peter Taylor, Ratomir

Djukovic, Louis van Gaal Guus 
Hiddink and Bruno M etsa

Hassan Shehata and Giovanni 
Trappatoni were later added 
it before three fresh candidates 
in Lars Lagerback, Glenn Hod- 
dle and Sven-Goran Eriksson

eI1Taylor, van Gaal, Hiddink, She-
hata and Trappatoni later dropped

out of contention due to various
reasons, ahead of this weeks

^ r S  and Djukovic 
were interviewed on Monday *: 
was Hoddles turn  on Wednes

off the interview session.
The NFF Executive Commit

tee is scheduled to meet from 7pm 
today at its Glass House secretar­
iat in Abuja to make its choice 
from the final shortlist of three, 
and then announce the appoint-

m The chosen forelf  “ ‘̂ A  
lead the Eagles to the 2 0 1 0  HFA 
World Cup finals in South Africa 
scheduled for June 11 to July 1 •

.ageroacK «   ------

Hoddle, Eriksson
the first by the coaches that hav hour before leaving with his h d to  handle the Eagles

By Orkula Shaagee turned up for the m tom ew as entourage which induded FIFA Meanwhile, NFF Technical

I ' *  on  Payers Agent J o t a S h ^ s ^  . -

Shaagee ^ r n e d  up for the interview, as ” |^ ou° age which included FIFA J e> NFF Technical
s _ Bruno Metsu and Ratomir D ) players Agent John Shittu. rom m ittee  Chairman, Taiwo

GLENN Hoddle and Sven who were interviewed on P y | fter> came Eriksson, ^ o m  ain
G oranE ,ikssony«»«d^™  Monday left Abuja m m e d ^ J  a|o„ gslde lm agent n.et ° f  j alebehm d,hedecU o r a n c i u « ^ ‘* „  j . Monday left Abuja immea y alongside his agent me £  naie behind the decision by
the Nigeria Football Fede after the interview without visit- ^  the N F F chiefs at 2:00 pm  . interview panel to grant a late
G lass House secretari in g  th e  NFF secretariat. after his interview earlier in the d ie n c e  to Eriksson.
NFF P r e s id e n t  Alhaji Sam Hoddle, who was d at Nicon Luxury Hotel au to Ogunjobi, the
Abdullahi and also assess t Gn  Wednesday, was the first Y outcome of the visit was

“  Tros‘-

thatthe interview sessions for all 
S e  coaches are transparent and 
no one on the panel is rooting for 
any particular manager.

“We want to  be transparent 
C o m m ittee  c n a i r m ^ , —  we want to tell Nigerians
Ogunjobi has explained the * we are not favouring any-
rationale behind the dec.sion by 4 butthatw e are fair enough
tVi p interview panel to grant a la to give everybody

e q u a l  chances and show that we
can deliver,” he said.

d a il y  t r u s t Friday, February 26,2010
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Kami's life story set 
Ifor the big screen

S U P E R  Eagles captain and P o r t ­
smouth striker Nwankwo K a n u  

is set to release a book and film
! about his life in September, Bella

Naija, a Nigerian celebrity news 
site,.has reported.

, Lion Heart: The Kanu Story is
a documentary feature directed 
by BBC London-trained Nige- 

, rian director Bayo A w o l a j a ,  and 
produced by Neil Oyenekan. It is 

■ executive produced by the Port­
smouth forward as well as by 

.Lighthouse, IBST Media, World­
wide Management Ltd. and Con­
nect Marketing.

, Kanu was diagnosed with a 
I " eart c°ndition during a routine

medical at Inter in 1996just after 
leading his country to win a gold
medal at the Atlanta Olympics.

He was successfully treated 
at a clinic in the United States, j 
enabling him to return to foot-
bcii!

The 33 year-old thereafter set 
up the Kanu Heart Foundation 

| help African children who 
have been diagnosed with heart

defects.
It s not just about Kanu and 

bis story, but Lion Heart: The 
Kanu Story is a film with a strong 
message that will greatly touch 
audiences across the globe,” 
said director Awolaja. “Because

it's going‘to be 
a three-dimen- 
sional doctimert- 
tation ofKanu's 
story according 
to Kanu, his 
fans, and his 

• ‘ critics too
despite the fact that his role as a 
great sportsm an is emphasised 
the salient themes in the movie 
revolve around determination,

overcoming tribulations, tr i­
umphing over life-threatening 
obstacles and circumstances in 
life to soar to 'heights* of iconic 
greatness.

“This film isn’t just about 
Kanu the footballer. We intend 
to reveal the Kanu storyW ough 
interviews with all the world 
renowned players, coaches, 
administrators. '

Also his wife, his childhood 
friends, his doctors and those 
people that played very im por­
tant roles in his life [will be inter­
viewed].

“It’s going to be a three- 
dimensional docum entation of 
Kanu’s story according to Kanu, 
his fans, and his critics too -  it’s 
definitely going to be compel­
ling and well-balanced because 
we intend to highlight the chal­
lenges he’s encountered and how 
he overcame them in order to 
inspire many young Africans 
with his exceptional story of 
hope, determ ination and suc­
cess,’ the producers said.

Eagles have more respect 
for foreign coaches -  Shittu

By David Ngobua & Orkula Shaagee

AS the Nigeria Football Federation contin­
ues its search foreign coaches for the senior 
national team, FIFA players licensed agent 
John Shittu has said Super Eagles players 
have always shown greater respect for expa­
triate coaches, even when such coaches are 
not better than their Nigerian counterparts.

Speaking to sports journalists yesterday 
in Abuja at the Nicon Luxury hotel, where
Englishman. , , , ------  a,
r  " “ c™ fwed for Eagles job, the football 
agent said experiences in the past proved 
clearly that the players showed more com­
mitment and dedication when coached by

shown greater 
respect for 
expatriate 
coaches

a foreign coach.
Shittu noted that under Amodu Shaibu

he pJayers sknply refused tQ adhere f<;
instructions because he is an indigenous 
coach just as he maintained that the coach 
himself lacked the professional compe­
tence to instill discipline in the players. 

Personally, I believe Amodu is a good
Z T  uUtP™fe?S10nall>> are fewthings 
he lacks. May be it is the country. May be it

is the system. Unfortunately, we believe
,SA°rumU^h in this white c° l°u r thing. 
When Berti Vogts came in, I don’t think 
he is better than Amodu but at least the 
players respected him for one reason or 
the other.

, 1 d °n t  think the players had a lot
of respect for Amodu. If you look at the 
team that went to Angola, we have few 
decent players there but unfortunately

Shittu stressed that when a team has 
a good manager that can instill disci­
pline and confidence in the players
everything works perfectly. ’

w h S tr K » S p,ay' ,t™ t e »
DthlSr ’ i alW3yS What haPPens to Mikel. People keep saying he never goes

forward but each time he tries to do so
you see the coach jumping up and he has
to restrict himself to specific instruc-

thTpitch ^  Part ° f  the disciPline on
‘Amodu lacks the capacity to enforce

discipline on the field and in camp so -
what are we talking about? And this is
what we need a foreign coach to brine 
to u s . &

The players agent said out of the 
our coaches who are left in the race for
^  1S job,’an>,one assigned the respon­

sibility will be able to make a lot of dif­
ference because he will be accord more 
respect by the players more than if an 
t«tm n° US coach were in charge ofthe

SOLAR POWERED 
products/system s

Eauxwell Special Offers between Feb ■ March 2010
DEM (USA)

j DEKA(USA)

SOUR DEEP CYCtE BATTERY
SOLAR PANEL GRUNDFOS PUMPS L£D UMp

1       | i ......

Solar,Panel, monocrystalline (SOWfO ^
Solar Panel Polycrystalline (80Wp) Nde'AAft
Gmndfos SQRex Solar Borehole Pump ,D e„„„lrk ) N 2 ^  O M

Morn ngstar Charge Con, roHersSUOA, 12V N 1 3 0 0 0
Mom,ngstar Charge Controllers SL20A  12V N « n n n  
l e d  Lamp, 35W ’ V

^  Deep Cycle Battery, IQ Q A H  <S1 2 V (U S A )  ^ 38.000

EAUXWEII NIG LTD

K ^ S , 08e a 338& 3? 7 ^ b^  »8309378812°769 2 4  E  m a,l. e a u » w e ||.s a |e s e g m a „
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NOC election: Gara-Gombe 
withdraws case against Ndanusa

i  r i  j  U p  c a i d  e v e n  a s  l i e  i s  b o u n d

D*f n^uirl Nnnhua
g r a n t e d .  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  d a y ,  “  ^ h y  a n d

i r 1  j  i - j p  c ^ i d  e v e n  a s  h e  i s  b o u n d
g r a n t e d .  A t  t h e  e n d  ° f t h e d a y  p u b l j c  s y m p a t h y  a n d

e i t h e r  t h e  m i n i s t e r  o r  t h e  N O  -  J d a t i o n ,  i f  i n  t h e  e n d ,  t h e

m a y  b e  f o u n d  w a n t i n g .  N o w  *  c o u n t  i s  e m b a r r a s s e d  b y  a n y

i s s u e  i s  t h a t  w e  h a v e  t h r e e  i m p  b  i o C ,  s u c h  p o p u l k -

r s S S S K  n o , , »  A y

e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  m i d - w i v e d  b y  t h e  “ o  , * t h d m w  t h e  t e e

w h i c h  h e  p e r s o n a l l y  i n s t i t u t e d  

w i t h o u t  p r o m p t i n g  f r o m  a n y  o n e .

“ I  a m  n o t  b o t h e r e d  b y  a n y  

c o m m e n t .  E v e r y b o d y  i s  e n t i t l e d  

t o  h i s  o r  h e r  o p i n i o n  j u s t  a s  1 a m  

e n t i t l e d  t o  m i n e .  T h o s e  p e o p l e  

w h o  h a v e  b e e n  m a k i n g  s u c h  n e g ­

a t i v e  c o m m e n t s  c a n n o t  c l a i m  t o
love Nigerian s p o r t s  m o r e  t h a n  1

j . ,  w h o  f e e l  s o  a g g r i e v e d

By David Ngobua

F O R M E R  G o m b e  S t a t e  F o o t b a l l  

A s s o c i a t i o n  C h a i r m a n ,  A l h a j i  

S h a i b u  G a r a - G o m b e  y e s t e r d a y  

w i t h d r e w  t h e  c o u r t  c a s e  h e  i n s t i ­

t u t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  N i g e r i a  O l y m ­

p i c s  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  M i n i s t e r  o t  

Sports, E n g i n e e r  S a n i  M o h a m ­

m e d  c h a l l e n g i n g  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  

e l i g i b i l i t y  t o  c o n t e s t  f o r  t h e  p r e s i ­

d e n c y  o f  t h e  N i g e r i a  O l y m p i c s

C o m m i t t e e .
S p e a k i n g  t o  j o u r n a l i s t s  y e s ­

t e r d a y  i n  A b u j a ,  G o m b e  s a i d  

a f t e r  d u e  c o n s u l t a t i o n  a n d  p a t r i ­

o t i c  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  h e  d e c i d e d  

t o  w i t h d r a w  t h e  c a s e  a g a i n s t  t h e  

s p o r t s  m i n i s t e r  a n d  t h e  N O C  i n  

t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .

“ I  h a v e  d e c i d e d  t h i s  m o r n ­

i n g  ( y e s t e r d a y )  t o  w i t h d r a w  . t h e  

c o u r t  c a s e  I  i n s t i t u t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  

m i n i s t e r  o f  s p o r t s  a n d  t h e  N i g e r i a  

O l y m p i c s  C o m m i t t e e ,  N O C .  T h e  

d e c i s i o n  t o  w i t h d r a w  t h i s  c a s e  i s  N O C  T h e  c o m p e t i t i o n s  w i l l

a  p r o d u c t  o f  a  p r o l o n g e d  p r e s s u r e  s a m e : N  ■ s e r i o u s l y  i f  t h e r e
Z i  c o n s u l t a t i o n .  I m m e d i a t e l y  n o .  d o u b t  m  , h e

a f t e r  t h e  c a s e  w a s  f i r s t  m e n t i o n e  t h e  c a s e  i n  c o u r t  m u s t  b e

i n  c o u r t ,  I  w a s  a p p r o a c h e d  s e v e r -  ^  n s ( l d  w i t h .  I f  n o t ,  t h e  c o o r d i -

a lly  a n d  in  v a r i o u s  q u a r t e r s .  nat?0 n  o f  N igeria ’s p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i i
Tn t h i s  c o u n t r y ' s  u d i c i a l  s y s -  n a t i o n  o t  N i g e r i a :  F  v

i  He said he 
did not fight 
Ndanusa as a
person but the
institution

Nigerian 
football is 
hopeless 
-Williams

W I T H  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  a  f o r e i g n  

I t e c h n i c a l  a d v i s e r  f o r  t h e  S u p e r  

E a g l e s  a h e a d  o f  t h e  W o r l d  C u p  

i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  u p p e r m o s t  i n  t h e
minds of most Nigerians, others |
r e c k o n  t h e r e  i s  n o  p o i n t  d i s c u s s -  

I i n g  N i g e r i a n  f o o t b a l l ,  s i n c e  i t  h a s  |

1 b e c o m e  a  b i g  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t .  

F o r m e r  c h a i r m a n ,  N i g e r i a  

F o o t b a l l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  A n t h o n y  

K o d j o  W i l l i a m s  s t a t e d  i n  a n  i n t e r ­

v i e w  w i t h  b r i l a f m . n e t  t h a t  i t  i s  a  

1 w a s t e  o f  t i m e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  j 
r o u n d  l e a t h e r  g a m e  i n  N i g e r i a .  . 

“ I ’v e  s a i d  a l l  I  w a n t  t o  s a y  a b o u t
Nigerian football and I don t want j

1 t o  t a l k  a g a i n .  I  a m  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d .  , 

I ’v e  g o t  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t o  d o  t h a n  j

H e  s a i d  h e  d i d  n o t  f i g h t  N d a -

l o v e  N i g e r i a n  s p o r t s  m o r e  t h a n  I  ^ ““ ^ ^ ^ h e T e p r e s e n t s  j u s t  a s

d o .  T h o s e  w h o  f e e l  s °  h  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  i f  t o m o r r o w
b y  m y  d e c i s i o n  t o  w i t h d r a w  t h e  ^ ” n i s t e r  i s  a p p o i n t e d

c a s e  s h o u l d  t a k e  u p  o n e  o f  t h  ^  r e a s o n  f o r  h i m  t o

n u m e r o u s  c a s e s  o f  c o | r u P P ” '  k  j  ^  a c t i o n  o v e r  a n y  c o n t e n -  

t i c e s  i n  N i g e r i a n  s p o r t s  a n d  c o n -  ^ ^ r ,  h e  w o u l d  n o t  h e s i t a t e

^ ^ T T x i s  c a s e  h a s  b e e n  i n  p u b l i c  t o d o s o ^  ^

d o m a in  fo r s o  l o n g .  I  w a n t  t o  a s k  , . t h a t  t h e  c o u r t  c a s e

h o w  o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e  w h o  ^ e  t o d a y  p p  j  d  e d  c l e a r l y  t h a t
c a l l i n g  me n a m e s  e v e r  c o m e  t o  w h i l e  r t l a s t ^ ^  ^

I’ve got better 
things to do 
than give myseli 
heartache about < 
Nigerian 
football.

I t a l k  a b o u t  N i g e r i a n  f o o t b a l l .

“ I t ’s  j u s t  a  w a s t e  o f  t i m e .  I  v e  

I g o t  b e t t e r  t h i n g s  t o  d o  t h a n  g i v e  

m y s e l f  h e a r t a c h e  a b o u t  N i g e r i a n  

f o o t b a l l .  T h e r e ’s  n o  p o i n t  t a U o n g  

I a b o u t  a  m e s s .  I t ’s  a  t o t a l  t a i l u r e ,  j 
I W i l l i a m s  s a i d .

i n  c o u r t ,  I  w a s  a p p r o a c h e d  s e v e r -  v ^ “ ; d ^ I f  n o t ,  t h e  c o o r d i -  c a l l i n g  m e . . “ ^ t h m e V  N o n e  n o b o d y  a s  f a r  a s  N i g e r i a n  s p o r t s

F i s s s s :  pt - j s s ix : ^  12

o f  t h e  day, my p r a y e r s  m a y  n o t  b e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .--------------------------------------------- ---- -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LAKE CHAD RESEARCH INSTITUTEjLCR^

- .H rsW PVAU AN U brT ^ L A N D E X T ^ A D V iR T is ^ N T : _ _

I  Accordingly, the following short-listed candidates are he e y ^ 164 •Malla Grema ,
S o  State :        i  « « • Dagash Mustapha Haruna ̂  Ahmad Ishaq Imam

1) Assistant Director (Research):
1. Dr. Baba Gana J. Kahir
2. Jidda MaHan* Bukar
3 Dr. Zakari G.S. Turaki
4 , Dr.A.T.S. Bibinu
5. Umeh Gibson Nwabueze (Ph.D)
6 Aishatu Hamza
7 . NKeKi Kama! ,r on\- 
2) Chief Research Officer (CRO).
8. Joshua Daudu Kabeh
9 Gambo Joji Shinge ' ___ _
fO .A 3 b - ->
11. Dr. Ibrahim Abdul -ABU
12. Hamza Sunday Akidarju
13.Lawan Gana Wakil
14.Angarawai Ignatus Ijantuku
15.Abdullahi Adamu
16 .Muhammad Abdu
17.Dr. Yahaya Yakubu
18 .Muhammad Bukar Mete_
3) Principal Research Officer (PRO)-
19 .Jesse Silas Mshelsa 
20 Ezekiel Y. Waba
21. Muhammad Saleh Gaya
22.Petef Auta Gwaski
23 . Abdullahi Baba Imam
24. BabaGana S. Bab® ® 'JpbfSR0).4) Senior Research Officer (SRO).
25. G^nt Makinta 
26.iliya Bagudu Amaza 
27 .Alkali Usman Umara 
28. Olajide Abraham Olayinka 
29.Ibrahim Shuaibu Alhaji
30.Bukar Saleh
31. Baba Gana Abubakar 
5) Research Officer I (RO1).
32. Umaru Musa Adamu
33. Musa Umaru Goiolo
34.Usman Mailafiya Muhammad
35.Madawaki Bilyaminu
36. Abbas Zannah
37.Muhammad Mai Jir
38.Bukar Usman 
3§.Abdallah Awana 
40.RahilaW. Christopher 
41 .Nuhu Batangalang

42 Senator Eniola Phillips 
43 .Fatimah Goni Ahmad
44 Ta?0U Mutwuoaod-
45 .Bukar Alhaji Bukar
46 Ibrahim Musa .
47. Mairo Muhammed Danjuma
48.Umara Goni Usman
49. Ibrahim Bukar Galadima
50.Abubakar Bala Askira 
51 .Amina K. Dapchi
52. Abbas Milinda Gadzama

53 ,Dibal Arhyel Wandali
54 ileoma Olusegun Emmanuel
55 Joshua Onyebuchi Ogbanna_
7) Asst. Chief Lab. Technologist.
56. Dingari C. Ndurvwa
57. Adamu Hauwa Shaliangwa -
58. Bulama Mustapha .
8) principal Lab. Technologist.
59. Ma'aji Abba Bashir 
SO.John 1. Ogbuka
61 Adamu Danjuma B.
62.YakakaAhmadu Ma’aji
63. Amiga Anthony Ode
64 Muhammad Adamu Gona 
9) Senior Lab. Technologist:
65 .Hauwa Maina Bukar
66 Okoro Marcellina Chmenye (Mrs.)
67 Edward Wahirah Philip 
68. Anawo Stephen Omanawo 
69 Modu Umara Gana 
70.Hamidu ishaku Hamma
71 Abubakar Musa 
72.Esther Yohanna 
10) Laboratory Technologist.
73 Baba F ugu Muhammad
74.Muhammed Goni
75. Falmata Bukar Busamt
76. Jidda Muhammed Saleh 
77 Akuta Anthony 
78. MusaSamaila 
79.Shettima Abba Kyari
80 Abodunde Yemisi
81 Mustapha Umar Sanda
82 Baba Maia Mustapha

83.Baba Gana Muhammad 
84 Aishatu Mustapha 
85. Odii Emmanuel
11) Chief Admin Officer (CAO):
86. Paul M. Yahaya 
87 Baba Gana Shettima
88. Eliya Pius Okoh
89.Madami Baba Gana
90 Gabrie! Sunday
91 Umar Agid
go Rala Mala Jato

94 Bukar Tijjam 
95. Jidda Abba Tamin
96 Egbinota Y Oyeladun
97. Muhammed Abubakar Dabo
98.Maina Grema ,
99.Bukar Shettima B.
100. Mala Abba Kyan Falate'r 
13) Senior Admin Officer (SAO Estate).
101. Bukar Muhammad Tijjam
102. Sadiya Usman
103. Kamule Aihaji Mustapha
104. Kyari A. Mala
105. Alhaji Awaisa
106. Muhammed Nur Abba
107. Yagana Muhammed Dapcni 
14) Admin Officer I (Legal):
108. Omigbo John Okwudin
109. Sulayman Kashim
110. Bulama Alhaji Mallam
111. Baba Gana Bukar
112. Maryam Aliyu
113. Sadatu Lami Mu'azu
114. MataMustpaha
115. Aisha Abubakar Sadiq
116. Abubakar Mustapha
117. Fatima Bukar Ashemi 
118 Hadiza Grema Mustapha
119. Modu Aji Babagana
120. Nura Bello Wala 
15 ) Admin Officer II:
121. Kyari Alhaji Malla 
122 Abubakar Alkali 
123. Gujibawa Mustapha Bintube

124. Dagash Mustapha Haruna
125. Muhammed Kagu 
126 Baba Gana Shehu

1 W I 8 ---------------------------
129. Alhaji Bukar Umar
16) Chief Planning Officer:
130. Itodo Dan Obaje
131. Abdul Ben Dada
132 G arb a Jummai Samuel
133. Shettima Muhammed Aji

17) Senior Planning Officer:
134. Tijjani Mamman
135. Bukar Sanda
136. KabirAbiso
137. Babale Zanaib G.
138. Bature Felicia S.
139. Monday Adam a  
18) Planning Officer t:
140. Abba Gana Modu
141. Muhammad Musa
142 B aba Gana M. Abatcha
143. Yahaya Aminu
144. Umara A Mustapha
145. Alhaji Audu Muhammad
146. Alhaji Bulama 
147 Alhaji Bukar Mustapha
148 . Yahaya Hassan Gaya
149. Adejumobi Jacob Adegoke
150. Muhammad Musa Alhajt 
19) Chief Accountant:
151. Yau Mai Adamu
152. Mustapha Alhaji Bukar
153. Bassi Hauwa Amos (Mrs.) 
154 David Esther (Mrs.)
155 . Ahmed Aminu Aliyu
156. Mrs. JanadaA. Mshelia
157. Manga Bakari Muhammad
20) Principal Accountant:
158. Hajja Gana Mai Denbe
159. Rawa Mallam Mustapha 
160 Bukar Kuibu Mallam
161. Abbas Muhammad Izge
162. Lawan Gana Agid
21) Senior Accountant:
163. Talatu Babale

164. Malla Grema
165. Ahmad Ishaq Imam 
22) Accountant I:
166. Akale!. Chinyere

169. Usman Mele
170. Goni Musa 
171 Daiyibu Muhammed
172. Felix Gabriel
23) Chief Librarian:
173. Muhammad Yakubu Tong
174. Shehu Auwalu
175. Umar Bulama Yoksa
24) Sfenior Librarian:
176. Yusuf Muhadeen Salthu
177. Yakubu Yunusa
178. Hassan Emmanuel 
179 Okakwu Paul ,
180. Ahmad Muhammed Girei
181. Zanna Bukar 
25) Librarian I:
182 Saba Muhammad __
183. Hadiza Muhammed Dan)uma 
184 Hussaina Ibrahim
185. Mari Hauwa Muhammad
186. Hadiza Aliyu Abdullahi
187. Alt Gambo
26) Senior Library Officer: •
188. Muhammad Amin Abdullahi
189. Itako Emmanuel
190. Zannah Bukar
191. Bashar Lawan
27) Higher Library Officer.
192. HajjaToma Zanna
193. Ayuba Pindar
194. Ajus Musa Ali Marte

Candidates are advised to come a l^g  wrth

Candidates will be entertained.

Signed:
Executive Director 

Lake Chad Research Institute, 
Maiduguri
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Mavericks
too strong 
for Lakers

d a i l y  t r u s t  Friday-February 26,2010

I THE Dallas Mavericks over 
I came the absence of Caron But- 
I ler to beat the the Los Angeles 
1 Lakers 101-96 on Wednesday 
I in a clash of NBA divisional 
[leaders, extending their NBA
I winning run to five games.
1 Butler, a key part of a seven-I player trade with Washington 
I this month, missed the game 
[because of a bad reaction to 
I medication. W ithout Butler,
I Dirk Nowitzki and Jason Terry 
I picked up the slack by sconng 
1 22 of the Mavericks final 25 
[ points. Nowitzki finished with 
131 and Terry with 30.
1 Los Angeles’ Kobe Bryant 
I scored 2 0  points and moved 
1 into 13th place on the career

scoring list. Bryant who passed
I Reggie Miller, has 25,298 
I points.
] Bryant missed a 3 -pointer 
I that could have tied it with 25
I seconds left. .
1 in  Houston, Dwight 
[ Howard was 11 for 11 fronUhe 
[field and had 30 points and 16 
I ^hounds to help OrlandobeatI  rebounds to help Orlando beat pomts or ^  ^  #

Diokovic, Melzer rally to advance in Dubai
__________________ /-Viamnion could go a little bit f u r th e r  theDEFENDING cham pion
Novak Djokovic rallied past 
Ivan Ljubicic 2-6, 6-4 6A)
Thursday to advance at the 
D ubai Cham pionships.

Djokovic was dow n a set 
and 4-4 against form er fm ak  
ist Ivan Ljubicic, who had  14
aces. But D jo k o v ic  w o n  the
next eight games and w ill face 
Marcos Baghdatis in the sem i­
finals. , r -  *

“After losing the first set
com fortably, I  tried to  h old  
my serve,” D jokovic said, i 
knew  that at a certain  point  
he’s going to m iss (a) couple  
of first serves, and that was my
chance. “

lu raen  M elzer overcame
M arin  C ilic  7 -6  (8 ) 7 -5  to reach
the semifinals: Cilic looked in 
control w ith  a 4-1 lead in the 
second set bu t M elzer held
serve an d  C ilic started  m aking
errors on  a w indy afternoon^

It m arked the first tim e this 
year th a t Cilic d id  no t reach
ihe semifinals. He won titles in
C hennai and Zagreb - inc lud­
ing a w in  over M elzer in  the 
semis. He also m ade it to  his 
first G rand Slam sem ifinals at
the Australian Open.

“O f course, it’s a little bit 
d isappointing. I th in k  th a t 1

could go a little bit f" Ithe. f £  S ^ ' d s t r ' f e d b e t t e ' ? " “

d  ro :n. h " 6e» T p ^  * * n ko Tipsart,ic ° , s c
well. Melzer deserved .! - ’ ,  a day after

M e l z e r  advanced to his sec £  Andy M urray, was
o n d  semifinal of the year never in conten tion  against

“W ell, to be honest, th ink  I never m  ^  ^  () f(>r_3 in
was a little lucky to ho ld  serve _chance opportunities.
at 4-1,” be said. “He played b r e a k m n  ^  ^  & ^

It m arked 
t he first 
tim e this 
year that 
Cilic did 
not reach 
the sem i­

ll als.

really fantastic from  w hen he 
just started the m atch But 
after that I m ixed it up a little

i  K n e w  — - -
tie tired  after last n igh ts tough 
m atch against Murray, so I just 
wanted to make him  run  a bit, 
Youzhny said. “The plan seems 
to  have worked.

Elsewhere in Acapulco, top- 
seeded Venus Williams reached 
the quarterfinals of the Mexican 
Open, defeating Kaia Kanepi of 
Estonia 6-4,6-4.

Fernando Verdasco, the p 
seed on the men’s side, advanced 
earlier in the day with a.6-4, 6-3 
victory against Lukasz Kubot of
Poland. 

BothBoth second-seeded players 
also advanced in the clay-court
tournament

Agnes Szavay of Hungary beat 
Renata Voracova of the Czech 
Republic 7-5, 6-1, and Fernando 
Gonzalez of Chile defeated Victor 
Hanescu of Romania 7-6 (2), 3-t>, 
6 - 1.

Z h e n g  Jie  
upset at 
M alaysian O pen

CHANG Kai-Chen of Taiwan 
I crushed Zheng Jie of China 

6-2 6-3 to reach the quarter-
I finals of the Malaysian Open

yesterday.
The 1 9 -year-old sent the 

1 No. 3 seed packing days after 
I No 2 seed Li Na was knocked 

out by Germany’s Tatjana 
Malek on Monday. Both
Zheng and Li Na reached the

1 semifinals of the Australian 
Open last month.

Chanelle Scheepers
reached her first W TA quar­
terfinal after defeating Tatjana

| Malek 4-6,6-2,6-3 in the sec-
i ond round.

The 2 6 -year-old South Alri-
i can was given a scare by Malek 

before eventually prevailing in 
two hours, 27 minutes.

The first set belonged to 
Malek, who had sensationally

I knocked out second-seeded Li
Na of China in the first round
on Tuesday. The German broke
her opponent twice but Scheep- 

, ers fought back in the second
i set.

d j o k o v i c
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In Praise of the Abonta

I n history, numbers could be altogether deceptive^ j w a y w l h t h e ^ " “ “ ^ o n  Naha, that is, less than 0.05 
but they had mqre often proved decisive. And rcent Qf wW  the General gave away, to help the victims

history of Nigeria nowhere had fewness in numbe ^  The text ended by listing Muslim
proved more decisive in shaping thefuture than t ts and asking where they were and where their own
the case of Kwararafa. That indefinable and, forse— p ^  what a great irony it would have been had
eral centuries, unconquered empire reserved General Danfuma turned his attention to that matter ofthe

right and ability to hit, conquer andaimost atvvnU destroy ^  beaten the Muslim plutocrats even at that!
the Hausa States and torment even the greatBo™ P ■ perhaps Richard South had General Danjuma in mind

That’s the way it was with Jukuns-long was their reach, ^  P ,  „]f there be m y  truer measure of a man than
quick their strike, shortlived their victory, and rapid A  b whathecioes; it must be by what he gives;’’because as has _
retreat. That was how they conquered theNorth. Had they ) as the is emptied, so is the heart hU ed-and
but turned their attention southwards, the i  b» n  “  of ^  numerous ar£ the lives that are thus touched and
villages would have become their vassal, and the citi ^  that are lit up! General Danjuma can be favour-
the Yoruba race would have been their tn b ^ r£w abl mPeasured on both scales; because he does everything
been la tc h e d , no army could have stopped a Kwara ^ y  seriousness> and he has now given what no one in the

n f c y t r £ y s a » t t h e y c „ „ < 1„ e ,.d -b u ,,h r * , y :  — o„ * e  rra.io.al co n d i-.
went away, galloping, bidding bye, saying, tion the details of which This D ay  misreported, and which
name that has stuck in Kano as a permanent testimony to t t o ^  Mohammed Haruna tried to correct one
their temporary over-lordship. T he Jukun were elder noted the hyper-enthusiasm of one of the members
hold onto the vast territories they easily subdued.. , y • Dressina the pre-eminence of General Danjuma, and, in
always relied on coming back next time. effort t0 doUse it, he caUed on the member to appreciate

But when next they came after independence, it wa that there were many others who would argue in
not with a cavalry or in great members. Only onepers Erection with validity and equal passion The
came—General Theophdus Yakubu Da„,um . the A bout. S ^ S u S a n t l y  accepled. clearly up.e. bu, trying hard 
of Wukari. Instead of coming, they gave the nation the u that anybody could fail to see what he had
own son. And wasn’t it only fitting and proper I fodasa  musthave been delighted that
of such martial ancestry should become the mostfamous »  ^  ^  ̂
fighting man of the nation, the most celebrated Ch It certainly stands in no need for demonstrating that
Army staff that Nigeria had ever had? General Danjum a is a first-class patriot, an utterly selfless

And just as the Jukuns had in the past c o n je re d th e  Gene ̂  ̂  ^  ̂  ^  ̂  ufe M  ^  0n
nation with force of arms, General Danjuma has t Y several, real life-threatening occasions; who, while himsel
conquered the same territory with force of remainin„ in the background in self-denial, had made and
the last few years, General Danjuma had spent almost presidents for the country, an officer whose word is
billion Naira to help fight and win an election m w h.chhe ^  whomyou always knew where you stood
thought the salvation of thenation ay; andhe budtand ga Haruna said many names were mentioned at that
away a complete teaching hospital to Naskrawa State Un it ended w)th the clear understanding that the
v e r ity ; and funded an extensive intervention prog™™™ me ^  g ,^  unless he rejected, which he
in education, healthcare and poverty allegation. HisTarge y ^  choice should have been obvious because none of
unadvertised liberality to religious causes was even mo ^  mentioned could have regarded competition to him;
extensive and longer-lasting. But last week he did secondly, he better than anyone of them, would have
m a te -h e  gave away the princely alms of 15 billio* Naira ided ^  degree of firmness required by the occasion,
charity to the nation’s poor. His anolitical stance, his avoidance-of office, his decision

The whole nation applauded, marveling at the nobihtyo^ P everything would seem to have made
mind that could part with such ^ t J i e i d e a l  choice that wouldn’t  threaten anybody s, but
that could only have sprung from the kind ot contenune everybody s, interest.
that corrupt riches couldn’t give then owner ^  nQ office_seeking opportunity; it was a mis-

Buta few sneered, asking where the Genera gotalltha natlonal salvation, as we saw it: a situation with a
money from, conveniently ignoring the fact that he: had ^ . president dearly at his wit’s end, surrounded
himself given the answer while announc.ng theunpr^e  ^  unJ ding array Df overbearing, scheming godfathers 
edented philanthropic act. He mentioned the sal Y god-brothers. It would otherwise have been an insult
of his a sse ts-an  oil b lo c - th a t fetched him  $2^5 b t o  and g ^  ^  ^  presidency to General Danjuma-, because 
Those who sneered could perhaps pick their qu ^  or that office.
system that issued oil blocs, but they could n o tm J h o n ^  high ^  ^  for ^  office is being a Northerner,
esty pick one with the person who, of all the plutocrats th q qualified for it than General Danjuma;
established moneyed classes and the nouveau riches had “ ^ ^ ^ ^ N o r f O T t o d * e o i^ h « e h e  fafi«t
made the best use of it. ,tVl in a among non-equals. And if Northern-ness were a spiritual

Doubtless, the possession of stupendous wealth a »a ^  thf rhood qDanjuma would be a canonized saint while
prebendal nation of thieving elite could make: one: loo oj those who reckoned themselves so would belong
almostlike a suspect. But we were aU awareithat.during Y of irredeemable sinners, slouching it out, as it
regime of General Murtala Mohammed something like a ^  ^  >s slough of Despond,
probity peer-reviewed mechanism was m  place to c ^  ^  remarkable and indicative of the stuff he

' on and keep members of the Supreme Military Council ^  ^  General Danjuma would be chosen by our

m 1 After Murtala’s death, it was General Danjuma and one ^ ^ P P ^ ^ d  would have produced a
or two others who kept the standard intact, at oneTime eve■ christian„c h ristian ticket, not long after a crisis that had
having to check the corrupt prochvities of then Head i flamed rellgious passions across the country?
State General Olusegun Obasanjo And today to the sneei- the end, it was the elder at the meeting who, m
ers he has become the victim of that suspicion, envy and ^  delivered the clincher when he said, The
general pessimism: and, in this General Danjuma is a typical General Danjuma is that both those
example of a person becoming a victim of his own succe • g ^  ̂  and those who dlslike him believe he is a very

' But the truth is that, in Nigeria, with er without an od W c erson; and they wiU see seriousness in anything in
anyone with half of his influence, a third of I n s whi ch |  see his hand.” And that type of seriousness was 
and a quarter of his hard work, could have amassed Nigeria needed but had always lacked. In the end this
pies of what General Danjuma today owns. nation sbould be commiserated with that it has not had the

Meanwhile, as General Danjuma was giving aw y fortune of being under his presidency, not just vice-
billions, a text message was making the rounds extolling his
act, and unfavourably comparing the billions he had given p <7 ,
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PORTSMOUTH manager Avram Grant

Black Friday: Kanu’s Pomp 
to ao into administration

1 . L I  ~11

Portsmouth will 
be docked nine 
points on Fri­
day when they 
become the first Premier 

League club to be put in 
administration.

The cash-strapped 
club which has two 
Nigeria internationals, 
Nwankwo Kanu and 
John Utaka on their 
payroll, have endured a 
nightmare season on and 
off the pitch - and this

latest blow all t  
firms their releg 
the Champions!

However, t 
bright note is t 
are expected t 
going bust.

Pompey ow 
ram Chainrai 
fellow investc 
been in Lond 
tinuing talks \ 
resentatives ol 
ferent g ro u p s  
in buying rfie _

rOSEPHYobo

Yobo, Yakubu refused 
permission to fly to Po

Everton defender Joseph Yobo a 
mate and fellow-countrymai 
Yakubu were refused permissi 
the rest of their club squad td 

Wednesday evening, according to a rep
Daily Mirror.

The Toffees face Sporting CP in List 
night in the second leg of their Europa 

The two Nigerians were apparently 
mission to fly because officials were i 
their documents. .

However, the pair later flew out t< 
flight via Amsterdam with Everton fan 
are not said to be concerned about the
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