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Z \ agitation for the
\-ceontiol of resources

in states, governors ofthe 19
northern states have taken
steps to revive agriculture

Gov Boni Haruna

Armed robbers kill 4

I Ihe Ogun State Police

Command on Sunday

1 night lost four of its

men to armed robbers at

Odo-Oyo Kobiti junction

along Ago-Oba area of
Abeokuta.

Briefing newsmen on the
Jincident, Ogun State Gover-
- nor, Chief Olusegun Osoba

Ascribed itas “very depress-
"
| He said the incident
vhich occured at about 10
\p.m, was carried
r

Pix: Kennedy Egboriodje

1 By ReuBeR YuRahs
which was a booming eco-
nomic activity in the region
in the 60’s.

In a first step, the gover-
nors yesterday inaugurated a
committee ofagricultural ex-
perts to advise on how to re-
vive the lost glory ofagricul-
ture in the region.

The committee, made up
of Commissioners for Agri-
culture in the 19 states as
well as programme manag-
ers of Agricultural Develop-
ment Programme (ADP) in
their respective states, was
inaugurated yesterday by
Governor Boni Haruna of
Adamawa State who is also

policemen in Ognn

From Olumide Bajulaiye,
,,,,,, in Abeokuta
cal robbers who had earlier
raided some filling stations
at Odeda.

Gov. Osoba said the rob-
bers allegedly opened fire on
the policemen who were on
patrol at Alamala area of
Abeokuta, and who were
driving in an unmarked pick-
up van, were attached from
behind leaving three ofthem

contd. onpg 2

The Meve taken at the
last meeting ofthe governors
in Kaduna last month was to
secure the economic position
of the North should the agi-
tation for resource control by
some states ofthe federation
succeed.

The governors had re-
solved that in the light of re-

Sokoto to floht sand-cunes with N150m

e Sokoto State Gov*™
ernment has re-
quested for a federal

assistance ofN 150 million to
tackle a “turbulent and de-
structive” desert sand-dune
which is threatening to take
over some villages in the
state.

In a memo it despatched
to the Federal Government
through the Federal Ministry
of Environment, the state
government says “the state is
handicapped and could not
handle this gigantic but very
vital project and, therefore,
requires immediate federal
government intervention.”

E CONTROL,

AT OEVRIO nts H the
country, the time has come
for states in the north to pull
their resources and energies
together for an integrated
and practical development of
agriculture in the region.

“Qil wealth is temporary
and exhaustible, but land is
permanent,” Gov. Boni ex-
plained yesterday, addinQ

The memo stated that if
the request is approved, it
will establish a 100 km
shelterbelt, woodlots and or-
chards, block plantation and
grassing as well as the estab-
lish a 1 million seedling ca-
pacity nursery as part of ef-
forts towards arresting the
effects of the sand-dunes.

It cited the case of Gidan
Gado village as a pathetic
example ofavillage about to
be enveloped by sand-dunes
if nothing urgent is done to
stop the menace from getting
out of hand.

The News Agency ofNi-
geria (NAN) which obtained
a copy of the memo reports
that “Gidan Gado is a village
north-west of Gidan Kaura in

that one will be taken more
seriously when one talks of
the control of one’s agricul-
tural resources.

As a result, three promi-
nent Nigerians who had dis-
tinguished themselves in the
field ofagriculture; Admiral
Murtala Nyako, Dr. Shettima

Mustapha and Mr. Audu Obe
vaonte—on pg 2

NASS backs police fund

|~ \ EPUly Senate Presi-
| dent, Alhaji lbrahim

Mantu, said in
Abuja yesterday that the Na-
tional Assembly would sup-
port the proposed special
Police Trust Fund with all
the necessary finances for

Ibrahim Mantu

the purchase of equipment.

Mantu, who was speak-
ing at a workshop on “Polic-
ing the nation: the rights and
obligations ofthe police and
the public,” said “we shall
support you with all funds
available to enable you to
solve the current high wave
of crime in the country.”

He said that the allow-
ances recently approved by
President Olusegun
Obasanjo to any officer who
lost his life in the course of
duty, was not to compensate
the dead, but to show appre-
ciation to the bereaved fam-
ily.

The presidency recently
approved that N500,000 be
paid to the family of police
inspectors and others in the
lower ranks if they were

killed on duty as against the
old allowance of N4,000.

It also approved that N4
million be paid to families of
senior officers, instead ofthe
old N16,000, if they met
their deaths on duty.

Mantu said, however,
that “the police need to have
a change in behaviour. “You
must drop all those military
mentality and develop con-
fidence and trust between
you and the citizenry so that
they can also assist you with
useful information in the dis-
charge of your duties.”

In his own remarks, the
Minister of Police Affairs,
Mr. Stephen Akiga, noted
that the police needed to
change all negative images

it had developed in the minds
contd. onpg 2

Area 8t Sokotey St ”

AAccording to the state |
government, the village is
being “devastated by sand-
dunesjust like it happened in
Gidan Kaura.”

It added that the “the life |
of people in that village and
of course other surrounding
villages is miserable and
threatened by turbulent and
destructive sand that moves
periodically and miracu-
lously southward, eastward
and westward.

“Houses are being en-
gulfed and endangered by
the moving sand exactly as
it happened in Gidan Kaura
which led to its eventual re- [
settlement.’

It further explain that |
sangd-dunes from the extreme
el zone of the Sahara

Pttled in those villages due
0o what it described as
“strong barrier of mountain-
ous landscape that
characterised the environ- j
ment.’

The state government re-1
called that the Gidan Kaura
experience “was a clear tes-
timony of how destructive
and damaging sand-dunes
could be,” adding that over
70 percent of farmlands were f
devastated by sand-dunes at |
the Gidan Kaura village.

Apart from houses that |
were engulfed, roads were
hardly identifiable, dug wells
filled up with sand while
livestocks were destroyed, it |
states.

Scientifically, biological |
control is the only option to [
sand dune problems,” it
contd. onpg 2 |

Gov Bafarawa
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were appointed consult-
ants to the committee with a
view to fashioning out a blue-
print that would turn around
agriculture which had been
relegated to the background
by successive governments in
the region.

Inaugurating the commit-
tee at the Nicon Hilton Ho-
tel, Abuja, yesterday, Gover-
nor Boni Haruna charged the
members to pay particular at-
tention to some of the most
critical factors responsible for
low level of production, poor
quality products and market-
ing strategies, lack-of effec-
tive farmer's associations and
ftck of political will on the
part ofall tiers of government

in the north.

Said he: “the primary ob-
jective for setting up this im-
portant committee of experts
made up of commissioners of
agriculture and ADP
programme managers is for
the committee to come up
with a blueprint for the turn-
ing around of'agriculture
which has for years been rel-
egated to the background. We
believe that our future de-
pends on our capacity of
maximally harnessing ourl
agricultural potentials. It was
with this in mind that our Fo-
rum found it absolutely nec-
essary to appoint the three
agricultural experts earlier
mentioned to serve as con-

N / \S S Contd. from pg 1

of the people to earn re-
spect and trust.

“The bad eggs in the po-
lice force are the ones we
will flush out as we attempt
to restore the lost glory ofthe
police,” he said.

The minister added that
the federal government had
stepped up efforts to improve
the lives of members of the
police force and that the po-
lice needed to reciprocate
government’s efforts by sur-
mounting current security
problems.

The workshop was
organised by the office ofthe
Special Assistant to the
President on National Orien-
tation, Chief Tony
Ozurumba.

ChiefOzurumba had ear-
lier said the workshop be-
came necessary to address
the somewhat stressful rela-
tionship between the police
and the public and to re-ori-
entate the citizenry on the
path of responsible civil so-
ciety.

Armed robbers c.om:

dead and wounding one
seriously.

The names of the dead
policemen were given as In-
spector Ismail Ajadi, Corpo-
ral David Warri and Con-
stable Friday Idchai, while
Sergeant  John Bull
Omowale later died at about
la.m.

Chief Osoba described
the incident as “depressing
and unfortunate, as | have
just come back from a secu-
rity retreat.”

Gov. Osoba, appealed to
the people ofthe State to re-
sort to vigilante group in or-

der to check the menace of
armed robbery in the state.

Confirming the incident
in a telephone chat with
Daily Trust, the state police
commissioner, Prince Udom
Ekpouluwa, who just re-
turned from Abuja, said the
sad development will not
deter his command’s resolve
to tackle armed robbery in-
cidents in the state.

He however, com-
mended the State Governor,
Chief Olusegun Osoba for
his prompt response to his
command’s need.

Daily

sultants on matters related to
the agricultural development
of the region.”

He urged them to ignore
other regions which he said
can afford to be complacent
and ignore agriculture be-
cause they have oil, stressing
that the North had land and
human resources which
should be developed. Also
addressing the committee,
retired Admiral Nyako said
Northern governors had a
duty to develop agriculture so
as to eradicate poverty and
improve the material well
being of the populace which
is becoming poorer by the
day.

SOkOtO Contd. from pg 1
adds.

NAN reports that Sokoto
State which is located in the
Sokoto Rima River Basin,
lies within what experts re-
fer to as the “Sudan-Sahel

‘I1BB will soon

ources at the presi-
%dency have revealed

that the former Head
of State, General Ibrahim
Badamasi Babangida, will
soon appear before the Hu-
man Rights Violations and
Investigation Commission

(HRVIC), popularly called
Oputa Panel.

Trust

Fake ACG of Immigration in

Jhe Kaduna State Po
lice Command has ar-
rested a man who pa-

raded himselfas an Assistant
Controller General of Immi-
gration (ACG) attached to
the Service’s headquarters in
Qarki, Abuja.

ACG Sadiq Abubakar,
whose real name is Umar
Hussaini has been using fake
call cards and office jotter
bearing the name Sadiq
Abubakar, Assistant Con-
troller General, Nigeria Im-
migration Service to get con-
tracts for the supply of AGO
(Diesel) from several private
companies in Kaduna.

Before his arrest re-
cently, Umar Hussaini had
applied for and got a contract
from a construction firm,
Mothercat Nigeria Limited
to supply AGO for the sum
of N792,000.

From Ibrahim Dan Halilu,
in Kaduna

The clevefcon man sup-
plied the AGO to Mothercat
through a petroleum com-
pany called ETOS Petroleum
Nigeria Limited in a veiled
attempt to mislead his clients
into believing that he was a
genuine businessman.

Enticed by his previous
breakthrough, Umar
Hussaini then went to an-
other construction firm.
Sterlin Nigeria Limited
where his request was not
met.

He then went to Ideal
Floor Mill and secured an-
other contract to supply one
truck of AGO (A copy ofthe
letter he sent Ju Ideal Floor
Mills, which was made avail-
able to Daily Trust read in
part “I am requesting you to

appear before Oputa Panel’

According to a BBC
Hausa service programme
monitored in Abuja, the
sources disclosed that the
recent visit to the presiden-
tial villa by General
Babangida was not uncon-
nected with his intention to
appear before the panel.

The Oputa Panel had

summoned him several
times over allegation ofcom-
plicity in the death of the
founding Editor of
Newswatch, Mr. Dele Giwa,
in 1986.

According to the source,
IBB urged his lawyers and
the plaintiffs not to bring up
any issue connected with
Dele Giwa’s death.

Palestinians close shops in anti-Israeli protest

ontinuing their pro

tests against recent

Israeli moves in oc-

cupied East Jerusalem, Pal-

estinians yesterday began a

commercial strike in the

West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Shops in the Palestinian

commercial centre of

Ramallah were closed, and

the streets of the normally-

bustling city were half-
empty, witnesses said.

All government offices

in Gaza were closed, but

transport and bakeries were

working.

Palestinians have also
declared yesterday a “day of
rage” as part of the protests
against the Israeli moves,
which began on Friday
morning when lIsrael seized
Orient House, the unofficial
Palestinian headquarters in
Israeli-occupied East
Jerusalem, and took over the
governor’s compound in
village of Abu Dis, which
borders East Jerusalem.

The Israeli moves came
in response to a Palestinian

L-R: ChiefEmeka Ofor, PDP chieftain, Vice-President Atiku Abubakar and the Senate President, ChiefAnyim Pius
Anyim, at the Presidential Villa during the reconciliation ofthe governor ofAhdmtirdState ttfrdhii dtprity}.. 'yesie'rdd®
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suicide attack in Jerusalem
on Thursday, which killed
the bomber and 16 Israelis,
and wounded over 100 other
people.

Palestinian Legislative
Council Speaker, Ahmed
Qrei (Abu Ala) said on Sun-
day that the Israeli closure
order for the Orient House
was valid for six months
only, and there was no rea-
son to suppose Israeli troops
would be there “forever.”

Meanwhile, Qrei said
yesterday that despite a de-
cision on Sunday to allow
Israeli Foreign Minister,
Shimon Peres to begin talks
with the Palestinians on a
ceasefire, the Palestinian
authority had not yet re-
ceived any invitation from
Israel to begin the discus-
sions.

Israeli Premier Ariel
Sharon decided to let Peres
hold talks with senior Pal-
estinians - but not with Pal-
estinian President Yasser
Arafat - on another
ceasefire between the sides.
Peres would be accompa-
nied by Maj.-Gen. Giora
Eiland, the head of the Is-
raeli Army’s planning
branch.

According to Israeli me-
dia reports yesterday,
Sharon agreed to Peres’ re-
quest to be allowed to hold
the talks after the foreign
minister threatened to resign
frogi the. waH-to-waif coulK
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police nel

assist and take delivery, of
three trucks of ACQ?*

It was at this stage that
luck ran out ofthe fake ACG,
when Mothercat contacted
the Immigration headquar-
ters in Kaduna to verify his
claim.

The Immigration Depart-
ment immediately contacted
ETOS and Ideal Flour Mills
to let them know of the de-
velopments and sought their
cooperation to help arrest the
man.

Meanwhile, Umar
Hussaini was not aware of
what was happening under-
ground until he appeared at
Ideal Floor Mills, where
sensed something fishy and
escaped under the surveil-
lance of the company
curity men, who we're
structed to keep wat
eyes on him.

Unfortunately for him.
he resurfaced at ETOS Nige-
riawhere he was arrested by
some Immigration officers
detailed by the state com-
mand to effect his arrest.

After the arrest, Umar
Hussaini, in his statement to
the police, confirmed that he
was not an Immigration of-
ficer let alone being an A>-
sistant Controller Genera!

He also confessed that he
produced the call cards and
office jotter all by himself

When contacted, the
ChiefController of Immigra-
tion in charge of Kaduna
Command, Alhaji
Mohammed Babangida Beli,
confirmed the incident and
directed this reporter to the
state police command for
details.

The Kaduna State Com-
missioner of Police, Alhaji
Mohammed Shehu, told
Daily Trust that the police is
making further investigation
on the matter after which
Umar Hussaini will be
charged to court.

It would be recalled that
about two months ago the
Kaduna Immigration Com-
mand arrested a money dou-
bler and handed him over to
the police for further inves-
tigation and conviction.

Up till the time of filing
this report no traces have
been found of which court
the case was referred to.

Alhaji Mohammed
Shehu had, however, told
Daily Trust that the police
cannot arrest such conmen
unless somebody reported to
them that he has been duped
or cheated by them.
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FG to stem industrial

pollution in Kaduna State

onsumers of food

crops grown along
C the banks of Kaduna
river and residents of the
metropolis, may no longer
worry about industrial
pollutants as measures would
soon be adopted to mitigate
the impact of pollutants, the
Minister of Environment,
Alhaji Muhammad Sa’id, said
.in Abuja yesterday.

Muhammad said at a
consultative meeting with
representatives of major
industrial establishments in
Kaduna State that a
consultant, CIWAT
Engineering Ltd., had been
appointed to study the
problem ofindustrial effluent
in the state.

Consumption of food
items grown along
contaminated water bodies,
or fish products from
contaminated water, could
lead to cancer, typhoid and
cholera among other health
problems.

Some aquatic products

like crabs and fishes which
live and feed in contaminated
waters have the ability to
ingest chlorine-based
contaminants which they
can transmit to man along the
food-chain.

He lamented that
previous  efforts by
government to stop the
“continuous and flagrant
discharge of untreated
effluents”  into the
environment had not yielded
the desired results. “As a
responsible government,
conscious of the
environmental disasters
posed by industrialisation,
the first legitimate action
would have been to close
down all factories until
effluents are treated to legally

satisfactory levels,” he
noted.
Mohammad said

government could not take
such drastic action because
it was aware of the “socio-
economic responsibilities
industrialists are

shouldering.” He said

Mrs. Obasajo tasks
women politicians

he wife of the
T president, Mrs. Stella

Obasanjo, has tasked
women politicians in the
country to initiate projects
that would impact positively
on the lives of the people in
order to remain relevant in the
nation’s polity.

She made the call at the
weekend in Aba, Abia State,
during a ceremony marking
the 58h birthday of Mrs.
Eunicc Kaiu, the mother ofthe
Abia State Governor, Otji Kalu.

She paid tribute to the
governor’s mother and
commended her
humanitarian posture and
willingness to always assist
the less-privileged in the
society and advised other
women to emulate her.

Mrs. Obasanjo described
Kalu as a role model
politician, whose enviable
political career should be a
reference point to women
politicians, adding “we have
been following your
footsteps and we hope to
continue to emulate you.”

government needed the
industries to promote both
social and economic well-
being of the polity.

Alhaji Muhammad Sa’id

he Oodua Peoples
Congress (OPC) has
been warned to stop
disrupting the peace of
llorin or face the wrath of
the people.
APP chieftain arid a
member of the Arewa

'‘Consultative Forum, Dr.

Sola Saraki. gave this
warning on Sunday in
fCatsina during the forum’s
courtesy call on the state
Governor, Alhaji Umar
Musa Yar’Adua.

Dr. Saraki said any move
to merge llorin with the
South-West would be
resisted.

He described the OPC
members as “intruders who
are bent on causing
confussion where peace

Sarakl warns OPC

in Katsma

prevails.”

Saraki added that, “llorin
town and Kwara State in general
will forever remain part of the
North, irrespective of the
consequences.”

He called on people all over
the country to eschew religious
and ethnic sentiments so that
the country would move
forward and achieve its
deserved greatness.

The APP chieftain explained
that the ACF was committed to
dialogue in resolving
contending issues.

Dr. Saraki opined that the
existence of the OPC had
contributed to a lot of
upheavals in th*e country that
could have been easily averted.

‘FG commltted to technlcal education’

le Federal Government
T Tls determined to
A support all federal and
state education authorities to
revitalize, reform and expand
their technical, and vocational
education facilities for the
rapid socio-economic
development of the country.
The Director, Technology
and Science Education at the

Federal Ministry  of
Education, Alhaji Ibrahim K.
Zaifada, disclosed this

yesterday in Kaduna at the
opening ceremony of the
staff development workshop
organised by UNESCO-
Nigeria project.

According to the director,’'

who was represented by the
Executive Secretary of the
National Board for Technical
Education (NBTE), Kaduna,
Dr. Nuru Yakubu, the two-
week workshop is being
organised for 40 principals
and teachers of technical
colleges from all the country’s
six geo-political zones.

Obasanjo mtervenes in Anambra crisis

resident ©lusegun
P Obasanjo, yesterday
intervened in the
ongoing political crisis in
Anambra State, and assured
of the Federal Government’s
determination to restore
peace in the state and all
crises zones of the country.

The president, who
presided over the
reconciliation  meeting

between the Anambra State
Governor, Chief Chinwoke
Mbadinuju and ChiefEmeka
Offor, held at the State House,
Abuja, used the occasion to
deny reports that the Federal
Government was behind the
crisis in Anambra State,
describing the allegations as
most unkind.”

Contrary to these
speculations, he said he had
personally brokered peace in
the state, adding, “to say the
presidency is making trouble
for Anambra is the most
unkind statement to make.

What do I gain from that? We
have done all we can. We are
doing everything we can to
ensure’peace,” the president
declared.

The meeting, which
followed submission by the
Anambra State Governor,
Mbadinuju at the just
concluded security retreat,
was to ensure a lasting peace

President Obasanjo urged
other members of the
reconciliation committee
comprising Vice-President
Atiku Abubakar, Senate
President, Anyim Pius Anyim,
Works and HousingMinister,
Chief Tony Anenih, and the
Deputy Senate President,
Ibrahim Mantu, to ensure that
the  parties involved
(Governor Mbadinuju and
Chief Emeka Offor) were
reconciled before leaving the
State House.

The president advised
Governor Mbadinuju to be
more honest in his dealings
with his people and asked
Chief Offor to' face his
business and leave the
administration of Anambrato
those who had been elected
to run the state. “If you have
money, don’t try to carry an
elephant on your head,”
Obasanjo further told Chief
Offor.

in Kaduna |
He said the programme
would address such areas
as upgrading the skills of
technical teaching staff in
vocational and technical
institutions and improving
the managerial capacity of
principals, provosts and
rectors of technical
institutions.
Dr. Yakubu, who noted
the dearth oftechnical staff

intechnical colleges, explained
that the workshop will serve as
a forum for updating the
knowledge oftechnical skills of
staff and address the issue of
developing the nation’s
indigenous technology.

“Every nation must have
the aspiration to project its
image through the perfection of
its culture and indigenous
technology and techniques,” he
stressed.

He further said the ACF
tour was borne out ofthe need
to enlighten the public about
its activities. The strongman
of Kwara politics said the
various groups in the North
have weakened the North and
deprived it of the platform of
producing a strong challenge
to other regions.

He, therefore, called on
people to support the worthy
cause of the forum to enable
itachieve its common goal.

Responding, the Katsina
State Governor, Musa
Yar’Adua, who  was
represented by his deputy,
Alhaji Tukur Jikamshi, denied
reports in the media that the
Northern states’ governors
and the ACF are in conflict.

He pledged the support of
the Northern governors to
the aspirations of the forum.

Chief Olusola Saraki

VACANCIES

A new hightech and well equiped Business Centre
located in Abuja requires the services of qualified
and experienced candidates to fill the following

positions.

1. BUSINESS MANAGER
Candidate must posses HND in Business Admin-
istration or arelated field with 3 years experience
in office administration or organisation.
Candidates with OND but with at least a minimum
of 5 years cognate experience may also apply.

2. COMPUTER OPERATORS (3)

Candidates must posses aminimum of GCE O’level
with a credit in English Language. He or She must
be proficient in Microsoft Office with a minimum
speed of 80 words per minute.

Interested candidates should send their applications
within 2 weeks of this advertisement to the

Advertiser:

P.O.BOX 6873

Wuse Abuja

Applications should be marked:
Business Manager or Computer Operator at the
top right hand comer of the envelope as the case

may be.
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Adamawa NLC sets up committee

on housin

{anﬁwa Stat
A ouncil of the

-Nigeria Labour
jCongress (NLC), has

Iconstituted a five-man
Icommittee to ascertain the
lactual deductions made from
Iworkers’ salaries in respect of
Ithe National Housing Fund
IScheme and the amount
| remitted.

Inaugurating the commi-

ttee at the weekend in Yola,
the NLC Chairman in the
state, Anthony Vakuru, said
the action by the congress
became imperative inview of
the fact that some top
government functionaries
were feeding fat on the
proceeds deducted for the
scheme.

Vakuru said it was

[Association blames ministry
on failure of agriculture

Il Farmers Apex
Association
Nigeria (ALFAAN),

Iblamed the Federal Ministry

lof Agriculture and other

lagricultural institutions for
lexhibiting nonchalant attitude

Itoward agriculture in the

Icountry.

In a statement signed by

Secretary to the

Alhaji  Ali

iKano State chapte

Ithe
lassociation,
JMadigawa, and made
eavailable to the News
1Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in
IKano at the weekend, the
lassociation expressed
Idismay that despite the N5
Ibillion budgeted for
lagriculture this year, there
Iwas nothing to show for it.
The association recalled
Jthat President Olusegun
JObasanjo had during his
Ipolitical campaign, promised
Ifarmers the necessary
Isupport and that he would
lensure that subsidy on
eagricultural inputs were

of

president fulfilled nearly all
his promises on agriculture
Py rzilz!llsocating huge sums of
rhoney to the sub-sector, but
unfortunately the efforts
were thwarted by the minister
and other bodies concerned.

The association said that
Obasanjo  should be
absolved from the blame that
he neglected the agricultural
parts ofthe North and should
blame the Minister of
Agriculture, the Permanent
Secretary in the ministry and
Managing Directors of
NARDCB and NAFCON.

It said the association
had realized that the interest
of Northerners towards
agriculture was being toyed
with by its sons. The
association called on the
president to come to the
rescue of the country’s
farmers by ensuring that all
strategies were put in place
to encourage them to boost

lincreased. food production in the
It stated that the country.
*
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0 scheme deductions

disheartening that some
ministries and parastatals
were yet to remit their
deductions to the fund for
quite a Ipng time despite the
monthly deductions. He
urged the committee to
identify such ministries and
parastatals.

The chairman said the
committee has three months
to complete the assignment
and that at the end of which
the NLC would demand for
refund ofall monies deducted
as the programme seemed to
have failed.

He called on the state
government to co-operate
with  members of the
committee for a hitch-free
assignment and urged the
body to execute its duties
without fear or favour.

Responding on behalf of
the members, the chairman of
the committee, David Decker,
pledged to execute the
assignment with the highest
sense of commitment and
called for support from
workers and government
agencies.

he Minister for
Water Resources,

I Alhaji ~ Muktar
Shehu  Shagari, has
disclosed that the Federal
Government will sink about
23,000 boreholes nation-

Gov Segun Osoba
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FG to sink 23,000 boreholes
nationwide - Minister

' i.n A t.)e'ok.ulla

wide before the end ofthis year.
Alhaji ~ Muktar, who

disclosed this in Abeokuta,
Ogun State, at the weekend
shortly after his three-day
official visit to the state; vowed
that “nothing will derail my
ministry’s vision ofdigging the
wells countrywide.”

The minister who was
accompanied by the Chairman,
Ogun State River Basin
Development Authority, Chief
(Mrs) lyabode Apamfa,
stressed that each local
government in the country will

benefit from 30 of the |
borehples in thejr domains,
adding that “our mission isto |
provide adequate water
supply for citizens and other [
residents.”

His  words:  “Thisi
government is committed to
the welfare of the citizens. It
is a clear fact that provision
of water reduces health
hazards in our society.’

“By the time the file on the j
subject matter gets to my
office in Abuja on Tuesday, 1
shall approve the sum of N84
million for renovation work,”
he added.

Customersowe NEPA

N2bn in Kano zone

ational Electric
Power Authority
(NEPA) customers

N

within the zone were at present
enjoying between 110 and 120
megawatts ofelectricity.

in Kano, Katsina anfhe general manager said

Jigawa States are owing the
authority more than N2
billion, the General
Manager in charge of the
Kano zone, Alhaji Ishaq
Usman, has said.

Usman told the News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN)
in Kano at the weekend that
the customers included
government agencies,
private organizations and
individuals. However, the
authority generated N1.5
billion as revenue last year,
he stated.

He disclosed that
228,302 customers within
the three states were
connected to the national
grid, noting that consumers

that the zone was determined
to complement the efforts ofthe

GM

present administration ini
providing adequate andl
uninterrupted power, through |
a renewed commitment tol
duty and prompt attention to|
customers’ complaints.

BASEPA begins pilot
scheme on desert control

he Bauchi State
Environmental
Protection Agency
(BASEPA), has embarked on a
pilot scheme of desert control in
all the 20 local government areas
ofthe state in an effort to check
desert encroachment.
BASEPA’s Director of
Conservation, Mallam Nasir
Shehu, told the News Agency
of Nigeria (NAN) in Bauchi
yesterday, that the agency has
earmarked some hectres of land,
where both economic and non-

economic trees would be|
planted.

Shehu explained that thel
scheme Would provide fire-1
wood for villagers and help tol
stabilise the environment, with |
a view to increasing the area’s!
micro climate inthe longrun. |

He said the agency, ini
collaboration with the state|
government, had commenced |
dredging of River Sakwa ini
Gamawa Local Government off
the state to cut an ox-bow lake|
formedby the riverwhich could |
cause flooding ifleftunchecked. [
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EDITORIAL

At the mercy
of robbers

N igerians have come to a gradual
realisation that their country is not safe.
Rich and poor, they have watched help-
lessly as people of the same status are brutalised,
maimed or killed in armed robbery attacks. -

One incident which introduces another di-
mension to this state of insecurity is the attack
last week on a group of doctors from the United
States of America who were in the country to
give medical care to the poor in Oyo State. The
incident occurred a few kilometres outside the
[Murtala Mohammed International Airport as
the visitors were being conveyed to their desti-
nation on arrival. The doctors were not hurt,
but their Nigerian driver sadly lost his life and
the visitors, in fear, beat a hasty retreat and re
turned home on the very flight that brought
them

The incident once again, is a reminder to the
Nigeria Police Force and indeed the federal gov-
ernment that more needs be done to make lives
and property safe in this country. Police reports
regularly show continued increase in the level
of crime, particularly in Lagos State where re-
cent statistics reveal that in the first half of this
year alone, about 236 persons lost their lives in
armed robbery attacks. Figures from other
states may only be slightly better

The federal government’s efforts to attract
foreign investors to Nigeria, which our economy
so badly needs, can only receive a negative boost
given this state of all-pervading insecurity. No
genuine investor will heed the call to invest
where the safety of his investment cannot be
guaranteed. The situation also portends doom
for the nation’s tourism industry which is pres
ently in desperate need of foreign patronage.

It is disheartening that successive adminis-
trations have all apparently failed to halt crime
on our streets, and the situation has led many to
conclude that robberies and the attendant loss
of lives have become worse in the present demo-
cratic era,

We believe the battle with men of the under-
world has not been lost yet. Governments in all
the three tiers have the capacity to reduce to the
barest minimum or even put a stop to the wan-
ton activities of robbers if crime prevention ef-
forts are redoubled. As has been said many a
time, the training and retraining of members of|
the police force is vital in the war against armed
robbers. The provision of modern and sophist!
cated crime fighting equipment will also help
and perhaps fewer will be tempted to crime ifj
they could make a living in an improved
economy.

We also urge the government to pursue avig
orous orientation programme to sensitise Nige
rians on the need to be committed to the effort
to rid our society of miscreants. The war against
them must be a collective one, one which All Ni-
gerians must feel they have a stake in and a part
to play. The Nigeria Police Force, on its part,
must put measures in place to ensure that it
cleanses itself of ‘bad eggs’ who connive with
robbers to perpetrate nefarious activities.

Our nascent democracy may be threatened
by the recklessness of these armed robbers. We
believe the government knows very well that an
electorate that does not feel a sense of security
in a country is quick to withdraw the confidence
it has in its leaders.

m
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TUESDAY COLUMN
Women and agenda 2003

By Hajiya Bilkisu

ecently, Plateau hotel played host to an impressive
R gathering of men and women from all walks of life,

politicians, civil society activists, civil servants and
professionals.

They were drawn from the 19 northern states to partici-
pate in a training of trainers’” workshop. It was organised by
the Community Partners for development CPD, a Lagos-based
non-governmental organisation and sponsored by the United
States Agency for International Development’s Office of
Transition Initiatives us AID/OTI. The workshop was one of
several organised in different parts of the country under the
democratic development initiative funded by USAID/OTI
named Agenda 2003 and facilitated by CPD.

In her introductory remarks, the National Coordinator of
CPD, Barrister Ime Essien Udom told participants that Agenda
2003 is a three-year political process “that seeks to stimulate
the building of partnerships and coalitions between potential
women politicians and change agents, strengthen their ca-
pacity to make a difference, position them properly to act as
democracy watchers, and eventually produce an impressive
corps of women politicians who will contest and win elec-
tions in the next Nigerian democratic government”. Agenda
2003 has the following objectives, building partnerships be-
tween women and other change agents for a more equitable
democratic experience, increasing women’s political partici-
pation by the year 2003 and improving the quality of politics
in Nigeria. Others are, negotiating and monitoring the imple-
mentation ofthe Affirmative Action, supporting women can-
didates to vie for political office and encouraging women’s
constituencies to be more responsive and proactive to the de-
velopment of Nigeria’s democratic process.

To achieve these objectives, Agenda 2003 has planned
various activities between January and December 2001. They
are voter’s education, capacity building for Democracy Watch
platforms in the six geopolitical zones, training of legislative
interns for gender watch in the legislatures and intensive train-
ing for women politicians and media practitioners in order to
enhance the image ofwomen politicians. Other activities such
as voters’ education, political skills training, developing po-
litical manifestoes and mobilization activities are also sched-
uled to take place in the year 2002.

The Jos workshop had four sessions. The first session on
transparency and accountability was facilitated by Major
General Ishola Williams, the secretary-general of Transpar-
ency In Nigeria, TIN. Adopting a participatory approach, he
elicited from participants their understanding ofthe concepts
politics, power, empowerment and civic responsibilities ofa
citizen. In discussing transparency and accountability, the
need to monitor leaders and to ensure that leaders report back
to the people who elected them was underscored. To pro-
mote transparency in the process ofgovernance, leaders must
be willing to open, their accounts to the public and also en-
courage the electorate to form its own monitoring group.

The session on Gender facilitated by my humble self-fo-
cused on defining gender and how to ensure gender equity in
all activities, projects and development plans. Participants
were divided into two groups where they listed the roles and

expectations of men and women, in their various cultural mi-
lieus. The outcopie of the group work confirmed the classi-
cal gender differences already documented in many cultures.

In the social sector, the man is seen as the head of the
household and breadwinner who goes out to earn an income
for the family’s maintenance while the woman is seen as the
nurturer of children, cook and care giver. In the political do-
main, the men are the key decision makers at national and
other levels while the women are involved at local level in
activities linked to their domestic roles. They are the singers
and dancers who welcome delegations, providers of hospi-
tality, community mobilisers and voters.

In the educational sector, differences abound in the op-
portunities given to boy and girl children.

Boys are often the beneficiaries of the best education be-
cause family resources are directed to them while girls are
denied education or encouraged to take less challenging aca-
demic tracks or careers. In the economic sector, the men have
access to financial and productive resources such as loans,
credit schemes, land and lucrative careers.

The concepts sex and gender were then defined by the
participants. Sex refers to biological differences between
women and men which are God given, permanent and uni
versal while gender refers to the social roles and responsi
bilities of men and women in a particular culture or location.
Because gender roles are created by human beings, they do
change and are influenced by many factors such as religion,
class, economic power, individual and institutional bias.

Other topics discussed under the gender segment were
advocacy, mobilisation and establishment of a gender watch,
which is platform for monitoring the implementation of gen-
der equity in policies and programmes. The next session on
working with the rgedia was facilitated by ace NTA news-
caster Mrs. Bimbo Oloyede who is now a media consultant
She elicited from participants their knowledge of the media,
and examination oftheir target audience. The session focused
on using the media for political campaigns. The various meth-
ods for maximizing the use ofthe media were also identified
which include imaginative and creative advertisements, use
of alternative media and other affordable methods.

Other strategies that an aspirant or candidate must ex
plore in organising an effective campaign were listed. They
include being good sales people by reaching out to friends
family members, constituency audience and the general pub
lie. The candidate must be made newsworthy, should cap
ture and sustain media attention and use media contacts
Under Agenda 2003, the woman aspirant must be a person
with integrity who is acceptable to the people and has a dy-
namic plan.

Participants were then divided into three groups for group
work in which they were asked to draw up a profile of their
ideal woman candidate for the post of a local government
chairperson. The fourth session was on the constitution
Titled: ‘Know your constitution’, it was facilitated by
Dr.Timiebi Koripamo-Agary .1t discussed human rights, de-
mocracy and the electoral process while the last session was
on conflict management and consensus building.

Hajiya Bilkisu is an editor at Citizen Communications
Limited, Kaduna.
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OUR BULLETIN FOR WEEK NO.19:
(29/07/2001 TO 04/08/2001)

PEAK DAILY GENERATION FOR THE PREVIOUS AND CURRENT WEEKS

PREVIOUS WEEK
(22/07/7001 TO 28/07/2001)

CURRENTWEEK
(29/07/2001TO 04/08/2001)

DAY DATE GEN(MVYV) DATE GEN(MW)
Sunday 22/07/2001 1890 29/07/2001 2215

Monday 23/07/2001 1887 30/07/2001 2190.7
Tuesday 24/07/2001 1964 31/07/2001 2213.2
Wednesday 25/07/2001 2055 01/08/2001 2188.2
Thursday 26/07/2001 2079 02/08/2001 2181.5
Friday 27/07/2001 1837 03/08/2001 2275.4
Saturday 28/07/2001 1600 04/08/2001 2303.2
2. PROJECTED AVERAGE PEAK GENERATION FOR THE PREVIOUS AND

CURRENT WEEKS

PREVIOUS WEEK (ACTUAL)
(29/07/2001 TO 04/08/2001)

2223.9MW
CURRENT WEEKS

STATION PREVIOUS WEEK (ACTUAL)

(29/07/2001 TO 04/08/2001)
KAINJI 172IVIVWV
JEBBA 183 MW
SHIRORO 4131MW
EGBIN 872MW
SAPELE 252MW
AFAM 88 MW
DELTA 295MVV
1JORA NIL
CALABAR NIL
ENRON 60.7MVV
TOTAL 2335.7MYV

(Low water level at Kainji, Jebba & Shiroro)

CURRENT WEEK (FORECAST)
(05/08/2001 TO 11/08/2001)

2360MW

CURRENT WEEK (FORECAST)
(05/07/2001 TO 11/08/2001)

173MW
250 MW
416MW
876MW
252 MW
92 MW
308 MW
12MW
IMW
60MW
2440MW

( Low water level at Kainji, Jebba & Shiroro)

4. PROJECTED AVERAGE DAILY GENERATION FROM EACH POWER
STATION INTHE PREVIOUS ANDCI'RRENT WEEKS

STATION PREVIOUSWEEK(ACTUAL) CURRENT WEEK(FORECAST)
(29/07/2001 TO 04/08/2001) (05/08/2001 TO 11/08/2001)
KAINJI . 171.3MW 173MW
JEBBA 189.4MW 250MW
SHIRORO 401 MW 416MW
EGBIN 869.3 MW 876MW
SAPELE 185.6MW 252 MW
AFAM 67.8MW 922MW
DELTA 290.1 MW 308MW
MORA ML 12MW
CALABAR NIL IMW
ENRON 47.5MW 60 MW
AVERAGE TOTAL 2222MW 2440MW

Lake water level at Kainji, Jebba and Shiroro is low at this time of the year hence reduction of

(Low water level at Kainji, Jebba &Shiroro)

5. AVERAGE ESTIMATED DAILY NATIONAL DEMAND FOR THE MONTH OF
AUGUST, 2001= 3500MW

HYDROLOGY

generation output from the hydro based Power Stations

lowever. the impour. Jing operations of Kainji, Jebba and Shiroro lakes for the year 2001 is

progressing 'T'his is expected to bring about rise in water level and gradual improvement in

power generation availability and capability

ENERGY SAVING
BELOW ARE SOME USEFUL TIPS ON HOW YOU CAN SAVE ENERGY, BY:

e insurin

lorexample, that when they are in use, your refrigerator or freezer is

not overfilled They operate more efficiently and economically only when filled

' to capacity

»  Making sure that your refrigerator or free/er is not set to run colder than

necessai
Instructions

We recommend that you alway s follow the manufacturer's

|-t r~t ("Z 9)

Ensuring that when using the oven for meal cooking, try to use it for a full
meal rather than using both oven and surface units. If you have three
dishes to be cooked at slightly different temperatures, pick the mean
temperature to cook all three. (For example, the mean of 325, 350 and 375
degrees temperature is 350 degrees).

Making sure you do not use oversized water heaters. The oversized water
heater wastes energy heating unneedcd water. It should in fact be avoided
to reduce your initial cost.

Switching offall appliances not in use. Especially, when you are not home,
remember to switch off your water heater, air-conditioners, television sets
orindeed all lightsyou do not need before dark.

Switching offsecurity lights.
Switching offstreet lights during the day

Ensuring that when cooking with the electric cooker you use pots or pans
that match the ring sizes.

Using energy-saving bulbs

Ensuring that you do not fill the electric kettle just to make a cup of tea. Use
just enough water to cover the ring. Hot water kettles come in different sizes,
you may choose the one to meet your needs.

Next, we serve you the power demand and energy consumption of
some domestic appliances:

APPLIANCE  TYPE RATING  POWER RATED NO. OF HRS.
DEMAND CURRENT TO CONSUME
IN IN ONE UNIT OF
KILOWATT AMPERES ELECTRICITY
<KW) (AMPS) (Le.l1 KWH)
W ater - 50 litre 1200watt 1.2 5.2 0.8
heater
100litre  2500watt 2.5 1 0.4
Cooker Small 6000watt 6.0 26 0.2
(4-plate Regular SOOOwatt 8.0 34 1.2
With oven) Large 10500watt 10.5 45 0.1
Single-plate Portable 1800watt 1.8 7.7 0.6
Cooker
Fan Table 0.08HP 0.06 0.25 1.7
Standing 0.1HP 0.7 0.3 1.4
Ceiling 0.3HP 0.2 0.9 4.5
Air- Small 1.5HP 1.1 4.7 . 1
Conditioner Medium 2HP 1.5 6.5 0.7
Refrigerator Small 0.2HP 0.15 0.6 7
Medium 0.25HP 0.19 0.8 5
' Large 0.3HP 0.22 0.9 4.5
Television- 200watt 0.2 0.9 5
(Black &
W hite)
Television 300 watt 0.3 13 3
(Colour)

» 1000watt=I Kilowatt (1KWT)
e 1HP=0.746 Kilowatt
1KWH = One unit of electricity = IKW X | HR. i.e. 1Kilowatt used for 1hour.

Finally, we appeal to all our esteemed customers and all good Nigerians to
endeavour to report faults promptly wherever and whenever they occur.
There are faults sections and complaints centres in all our 56 district offices
spread across the country. Only such prompt reports can enable us attend to
faults promptly to make life a lot easier for you.

We thankyouforyour understanding and patience.

LET USCONTINUE TO WORK TOGETHER FOR THE GREATER
GOOD OF OUR COUNTRY.

Management

>tioi KFIC
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Hypocrisy in mediocrity
I By Hameed M. Bello ~|

ne of the vices detested by God in all its

manifestations is hypocrisy. As a reminder, all the

major world religions, Islam, Christianity, Judaism
and others have condemned this societal anathema
vehemently intheir scriptures. Painfully however, our society
is gradually being infested by this monstrous behavioural
pandemic which is threatening to destroy the mainstream
values of our coexistence.

Endeavour to examine your environment closely; I mean
your home or living environment, your office or working
environment, your interpersonal or group relationship, and
to a large extent, your community and the entire nation. If
you do, you will confirm that not all that glitters is gold; that
hypocrisy, indeed, thrives in mediocrity.

A hypocrite does not only live by false pretences and
selfish manipulation of situation for own gain, but he claims
and assumes standards to which his behaviour does not
conform. Most hypocrites are unpredictable and therefore
unreliable as they are ready to go to any extent to maximise
their selfish interest by victimising others.

Characteristic of hypocrisy are loquacity, pride and
treachery. Whenever a hypocrite is caught off-balance or is
confronted with the reality of his incompetence, he relies on
aggressiveness as a defence mechanism.

Hypocrisy is frequently accompanied with over-ambition,
making hypocrites poised to either ridicule or frustrate or
even make life miserable for whoever is not ready to tickle
their vanity. For hypocrites, praise singing is synonymous to
adulation as they mistake sarcasm for encomium.

What makes the situation so disturbing is that our society
seems to reward hypocrisy at the expense of virtue and hard
work. Take a look at a typical nuclear family with a man, his
wife and children. Among the children, the mother’s pet is
that child who brings gossip to her on the activities of the
others. Such a pet even becomes the apple of the mother’s
eye, if he exposes the secret activities of the father to the
mother. Mothers with such a habit should know that the future
of their pet is in danger, as he/she would be hated, detested
and even ostracised by contemporaries.

A polygamous family is another good example. The most
favoured wife is the one who dances to the whims and caprices
of her hushand. She reassures him constantly of his wisdom
and good sense ofjudgement even though the man is clearly
acoward and incompetent in running his home. This singular
flaw in a husband can breed hatred, jealousy, ill feeling,
malice, rancour, treachery and disunity among the family
members, as those aggrieved would like to react viciously.
In the end, the man of the house would be at the receiving
end of the crises.

A peculiar type of hypocrisy exists at public gatherings,
offices and working environment and in our entire national
life. It is a more politically oriented type of hypocrisy. It is
disheartening to note that, out o ffear ofcomplexes, hypocrites
tend to relegate and frustrate the progressive forces in a rat
race that is apparently geared towards actualising or
maintaining undeserved political ambition. To this end,
wheneverthe progressive distinguish themselves or do things
that require commendation or recommendation, what they
get in return is condemnation. This is unfortunate but time
will always vindicate the just

The hypocrite relies heavily on eye-service,
misinformation and disinformation o fthe appropriate quarters
on the conduct of their colleagues. What a vain struggle for
undeserved political ambition.

It is often said that the guilty are always afraid and that
those who are wicked always run even when nothing pursues
them. The hypocrite, in his or her characteristic but false show
of benevolence and innocence, exudes a lot of outward
simplicity and virtue, but deep in the heart, a sinister feeling
of ill will abounds.

Criticism is an ingredient o fchange, balance and progress,
especially when it is constructive and objective. Hypocrites
never likes that as the fearalways is that their hypocrisy would
be made manifest and that may tamper with a much-treasured
status.

There is the saying that because the hunter has made up
his mind to shoot without missing, the bird too has learnt to
fly without perching. However, in his frustration, the hunter
decided once more to shoot at random without aiming, thereby
making the bird to laugh athim in the long run as his effort to
kill went in vain.

Since time heals all wounds, we hope that the just will be
vindicated and hypocrisy will become transparent and
consequently purged out ofsociety, thereby creating an ideal
society, where virtue would be rewarded and would reign
supreme and vice would be ostracised. There and then, life
would become meaningful, fair and just and hard work and
productivity would once more become the order ofthe day.
Time, there is no gainsaying, will definitely heal all wounds.

Hameed is a staffofDaily Trust
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GSM and CIL’s misfortune

By Aliu S. Sadiq

ince February 9lhwhen the licence of Communication

Investment Limited (CIL), the only indigenous

communication company that successfully scaled the
initial hurdles in the bid for the acquisition ofGlobal System
Communication (GSM) licence was revoked, much has been
said and written either in condemnation of the Nigerian
Communication Commission (NCC) or in sympathy for CIL.
We know this much, but our Conscience and soul leave us
with no alternative than to rant and such rants whether
anybody likes it or not, are the echoes ofNigerians with high
spirit of patriotism and concem for anything Nigeria.

This piece is not intended to whip up sentiment or arouse
sympathy for CIL, but if along the line of our argument,
people become emotionally attached and begin to sing the
song ofsolidarity for CIL, we cannot help it buttojoin inthe
Makossa dance. |If we fail to achieve our desire, then it
becomes a dirge for CIL.

We can only understand and appreciate the true picture
of the whole story of GSM and CIL if we can cast our mind
back to the early days of this present administration.

Atthe beginning, President Olusegun Obasanjo promised
to break the monopoly enjoyed by NITEL in the
telecommunication industry by revolutionising the industry.
He made good his promise early this year when he set up
necessary machinery to introduce GSM.

The auction of GSM licences was initiated with the NCC
as the umpire and CIL was one of the four companies with
evident financial backbone which earned the licences. It was
the only wholly indigenous company to make the exclusive
league. South Africans own MTN and Econet the other two
successful companies. The fourth company was NITEL,
which simply benefited from federal government decision to
reserve a licence for it.

The law required each o fthe successful companies to pay
a non-refundable deposit of $20 million. They were also
expected to pay up the balance of $264,850,000 fee to NCC
through the Central Bank of Nigeria on or before February 9,
2001. This was the beginning of the Waterloo for CIL in the
bid to launch itselfto the world through the GSM.

'While NITEL, MTN and Econet met the requirements,
CIL could not. Its financiers, Paribas Bank of Paris discovered

Y O U R

that the frequency allocated to CIL was a subject of litigation
between the federal government and Motophone, one of the
14 companies granted GSM licences in 1998.

The bank asked for a guarantee that the interests of its
client would not be affected by the litigation and the NCC
considered this “conditional” payment a breach ofthe auction
laws and therefore rejected it. It immediately applied the
penalty provided under article 4.7.11 and withdrew the
provisional licence issued to CIL.

This action by NCC to revoke the license earlier granted
ignited public outcry.

A few days ago, CIL sought to remind Nigerians of its
outstanding case by taking up newspaper pages to argue that
the decision to revoke the licence to it was illegal and unjust.
Ever since the licence was revoked, CIL has been begging
and explaining its own side of the story to Nigerians.

What is more worrisome is that CIL is the only wholly
indigenous company among the competitors. Apart from
launching the name ofthe country in the international market,
the company would have served as another avenue to assess
our level of performance in telecommunication development.

The argument of strict adherence to the rule of the game
put forward by the NCC is not tenable at all. The issue is
more of prejudice than sentiment. We always want to claim
that we copy America in everything we do. But Americans
always put American interest first before any other. The
argument by Ernest Ndukwe of NCC that GSM is a global
system is therefore rubbish and unpatriotic. If the
communication business is global, does that mean we should
sabotage our local companies so that foreigners can continue
to make billions of nairaat our expense. It is rather unfortunate
that we still have plenty Mr. Johnsons in our midst’s who,
perhaps, have all been promised appointments as directors,
while million of others will be mere labourers.

The bitter lesson one can learn from this is that the reward
of patriotism in the Nigerian context is frustration, and
victimisation.

In conclusion, I strongly appeal to the government to at
least bend the rule to refund part of the whopping non-
refundable registration fee paid by CIL. By doing this, CIL’s
hope will be rekindled and the spirit of patriotism will
continue to be enlivened.

Aliu writesfrom Open Press Limited, Zaria, Kaduna State
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On made-in-Nigeria goods

this trend of nonchalance

ecently there were
calls by several
government officials

high tariffs or complete ban
of certain goods. Take India
for example; the Indian

on Nigerian manufacturgge¥ernment taxes imported

produce high quality goods
that will compete favourably
with the foreign goods that
have practically invaded our
markets. These insensitive
statements typify the innate
hypocrisy that is the
trademark of most Nigerian
officials.

The local manufacturerin
Nigeria is at a disadvantage
from the day he ventures into
manufacturing. It is only in
Nigeria that as a rule before
siting a factory at least two
500 KVA generators
(imported of course) must be
considered if that
manufacturer wants to
remain in business. These
generators have to be fuelled
with diesel, bought at black
market prices. When you add
these initial costs to the high
wages paid, the expected
product is already bogged by
high costs before its debut.
The only compromise left for
the manufacturer is that of
reduced quality, otherwise
the price ofthe final product
will be so prohibitively high
that it would not make sense
to produce. It would be
ridiculous for instance, to
produce a tablet of soap that
will eventually sell for N200.

Serious governments
elsewhere regulate the inflax
of foreign goods through

goods to a level as high as
500 percent to make it
unattractive to the consumer
and encourage the local
manufacturer which invari-
ably leads to improvement in
the quality of locally manu-
factured goods. For instance,
in the 70s the made-in-India
'"Tata vehicles were said to be
motorcycles on four wheels
but in the 90s more than 80
percent of Nigerian armed
forces trucks were Tata
trucks.  Today, India
produces every thing from

wheat to computer chips. The
reverse holds true for our
dear country where every-
thing - from toothpicks to
safety matches - is imported.
Even the USA, which has
always been the champion of
free trade, just a few days ago
lifted a ban op certain
European goods. This ban
was imposed three years ago
to protect the American
banana industry. Yes,
bananal

If America could go to
this length against its allies,
what stops Nigeriathat is still
‘sleeping’ to at least stir and
do something in favour of its
citizens foronce? Ifhowever.

continues, the options left for
local manufacturers are either
to close shop or move to
favourable environments in
neighbouring countries. The
obvious consequence is that
of further unemployment in
a country where unemploy-
ment is already endemic
Since the government cannot
employ everybody, it is only
fair to create an enabling
environment for the private
sector to at least survive.
Aliyu Samaila,

No. 7, Dogarawa Ward,
Sabon Gari,

Zaria.

NIPOST: Wearing a new look

would like to commend
the postmaster-general,
his managementteam and

that letters now get to their
destinations without being
mutilated. This is the real

the entire staff of Nigeriardividend of democracy the

Postal Services (NIPOST) for
bringing or injecting new life
into the age long passive
organisation. Their effort is
highly commendable. More
grease to your elbow.

It is very interesting that
NIPOST is fast changing for
the better. Letters now reach
their destination within three
days of posting. In fact,
sometimes | receive letters
sent to me after two days of
posting. The maximum days
I received letters (within
Nigeria) sent to me is seven
days. Added to this is the fact

masses are looking forward
to in the nation’s power
sector as well as
telecommunications (i.e.
NEPA and NITEL).
Various techniques were
employed for the purpose of
fast and efficient delivery
system in the NIPOST. The
“postal coding” system for
instance makes easier
identification of letters to
their various localities or
destinations. | therefore
implore the management of
NITEL and NEPA to borrow
a leaf from the new

reinvigoration of NIPOST. |
also call on the federal
government to kindly rescind
its decision of privatising or
commercialising these two
organisations to the foreign
multinationals, but instead,
reinvigorate them, give their
management crew a free
hand, remove all
administrative bottlenecks
from their paths. 1 am sure the
twin benefits of efficiency
and productivity would be
achieved. As for NIPOST,
we said the dividend of
democracy has come to stay.
Abdullahi Salihu Abubakar,
Abuja.
dogonringo@yahoo.com
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Viour contributions to our
democracy are monumental

-Liimido

igeria has recorded
monumental
bilateral relations
with Senegal, France, Egypt
and Canada. The Minister
of Foreign Affairs, Alhaji
Sule Lamido made the
disclosure last week at a
farewell diner hosted in
honour of the d&parting
Ambassadors, namely H.E.
Mr. Saliou Cisi& of Senegal
H.E. Mr. Philippe Pettier of
France, H.E. Mr. Essam
Abdel Meguid of Arab
Republic of Egypt and H.E.
Mr. lan Ferguson, Higher

Commissioner of Canada.
According to a press
release signed by the Press
Secretary, Mrs. Odeka, the
Foreign Affairs Minister
credited the excellent
diplomatic relations
achieved, to the departing
envoy'’s effort and support
for  the democratic
government ofNigeriaunder
President Olusegun

The Minister urged the
envoys to represent Nigeria
creditably in their respective
countries adding that
“Nigeria shall always count

your co-operation and
assistance, as well as that of
your countries,” particularly
in her bid to play an

in Africa and

Responding, the envoys
lauded Nigeria’s remarkable
changes and successful
transition to democracy,
which they individually
witnessed, each having
served from two to 10 years

in Nigeria. They also
commended  Nigeria’s
significant role in

peacekeeping and conflict
resolution in the African
region.

Their  prayer for
Nigeria’s fulfilment of her
dream ofa permanent seat in
an expanded UN Security
Council and the realisation
ofherplans, were capped up
in their affirmation of their
continuous support and
friendship with Nigeria.

Alhaji Suk Lamido,
Foreign”mrsM ih ter

Daily

Afather holds his daughter as they wade across theflooded
Kuseh River towards safety, Sunday, August 12,2001.

Floods In Iran
kill over 100

rmy helicopters are
continuing to search
northeastern lran

for missing people after at
least 100 were confirmed
dead in flash floods.

President Khatami has
urged officials to do what
they can to alleviate the
effects of what he described
as a huge disaster.

It is feared that the
number ofthe dead will rise.

The deputy governor of

the province of Golegtan has
said that about fifteen
hundred homes had been
destroyed in the worst
flooding the region has
known for 200 years.

Gas pipelines, electricity
and phone lines have been
cut and over eighty
kilometres ofroad have been
destroyed, as well as
thousands of hectares of
farmland.

Trust
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Hundreds still missing
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Druze leader advises members
to shun Israeli draft

and Member of

Parliament Walid
Jumblatt has called on
members of the Druze
community in Israel to refuse
to serve in the Israeli army.

Mr Jumblatt was speaking
during a tour of southern
Lebanon, which was occupied
by Israel for 22 years until
May last year. His appeal was
made in the Druze area of
Hasbayya.

He stopped in several
Christian and Muslim towns
to follow up on the process of
reconciliation between
Christians and Druze, which
was started last weekend by
the Maronite Patriarch,
Nasrallah Boutros Sfeir.

Surrounded by thousands
ofpeople, including dozens of
Druze clerics, he appealed to
the Israeli Druze, whom he
describes as “the Druze of
Palestine”, not to participate
in what he called the
unjustifiable actions of the
Israeli army against the

I n Lebanon, Druze leader

Suicide bomber kills sef, injures 15

BBC i :

BBC

i .ReutersJr

Palestinians.

He said that if they could
not stop serving altogether,
then they should at least refuse
to serve in the West Bank and
the Gaza Strip.

He added that sooner or
later, Druze on both sides of
the fence would meet again,
and that Palestine would be
liberated.

But Mr Jumblatt’s call to
the Israeli Druze is not very
likely to be heeded.

Israeli Druze has been
conscripted for several
decades after they initially
joined the Israeli army
voluntarily.

They are now the only
Arab Israeli community
required to serve in the Israeli
army - and on the Syrian
Golan Heights, occupied by
Israel since 1967, many ofthe
Druze still living there have
also taken up Israeli
nationality.

S/Leone electlon
may be postponed

he national electoral commissioner in Sierra Leone,
T WalterNicol, has said elections planned for December
may have to be postponed until next year.

Speaking on a private radio station Mr Nicol said too
many people still carried weapons, despite the disarmament
programme in Sierra Leone.

He said a fact-finding mission to rural areas had shown
that many voters would not feel free to cast their ballots ifall
combatants had not been disarmed.

He said it would be difficult in the circumstances to
achieve voter registration in all areas by next month, in time
for voting in December.

The body of a Palestinian girl, Sabreen Ijrewi lies in Hebron hospital after she was killed
bv Israeli soldiers West Bank (Jitv oTtfebron. “unust T'ITZtihf? " N N
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Adams denies N/lreland
minister's peace claims

S

Sinn Fein President Gerry Adams speaks to fellow
republicans at a rally marking the 20th anniversary ofthe
IRA Hunger Strike in West Belfast, Northern Ireland,

August 12, 2001.

i

A Macedonian policeman escorts a wounded ethnic albanian guerrillafighter as he is

taken to the city hospital in the Macedonian capital, Skopje, August 12, 2001.

Fresh flghtlng in I\/Iacedonla

R

American double amputee

A

BB

Rescue team search for
Thailand flood victims

i The Nation newspaper.

ODD WORLD

~climbs Everest,

Reuters.

Sharon’s insult to Bush

By Lawai Sainaila Hilin-Bugu

Americans ought to have been
outraged by this uncouth and
undiplomatic behaviour directed
at their president inside the
Whitehouse. In fact the citizens
of any country would be justified
to condemn such an action and
vilify whoever dared to belittle
their leader.

The Tampa Tribune i1 :

LéWai Somalia HUbin-Bugu is of P.O. Box 25, Katsina.
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he Central Bank of

Nigeria (CBN) last

week mopped a total
sum of N31.4 billion excess
liquidity from circulation.
This represents an Nil
billion drop from previous
week’s record of N42.4
billion.

However, th® amount
mopped in the money market
did not suprise experts who
have long been emphasising
that the money situation in
the system has become
relatively stable.

Business Day learnt that
this has encouraged the CBN
to put its monetary
instrument, the CBN
certificate, in the cooler for

Dailv

ps N31.4b excess

From Bright Ewulu, in Lagos

some weeks now.

The CBN, in the week
under review, offered about
N 31.8 billion in the primary
market. But despite the fact
that its public subscription
totalled N21.1 billion, only
N19.1 billion was mopped
up.

In the secondary market
transaction, bids received
amounted to N12.3 billion
and the same amount was
also achieved.

The bid rates for the
secondary 'and primary
market are 17.4 to 17.5
percent and 17.5 to 19
percent respectively.

comparing this to
previous week’s rate, it
would be discovered that
while the secondary market

NITEL rakes in N2b from
government agencies

Nigerian
Telecommunlcatl-
ons Pic has raked in

over N2 billion since it began

its mass disconnection of
telephone lines =« in
government offices and
parastatals.

Given the success so far
achieved, the national
carrier’smanagement is bent
on continuing its activities in
this direction to compel
government agencies to pay
up the sum total of N10
billion they owe NITEL.

The telecommunica-
tions giant’s General Man-
ager, Public Affairs, Tayo
Ekundayo who made this
revelation at a press briefing
in Lagos, said that his estab-
lishment was emboldened to
carryout this drastic action
by the democratic situation
in the country.

According to him the
mass disconnection has been
so successful that NITEL
received, within a month, in
certain parts of the country
amount, “close to N2
billion”.

Explaining further, he
said the action by NITEL
will help to ebb the trade of
corruption in agencies and#
government offices since
funds for bills are normally
provided in the budgets but
are normally looted.

So when we disconnect
you, someone is bound to
remember to ask questions
where the funds set aside for
the service are. This will
certainly check corruption,”
he said.

Meanwhile, the
announcement by NITEL’s
Chairman, Mr. Martin
Igbokwe that its GSM will
not kick-offuntil close ofthe
year was a shock for most

proposed subscribers enticed
by its much-hyped low tariff
and the impression given by

government that GSM
services will begin this
August.

Apparently, the

situation was not helped by
the seeming inability of
subscribers to MTN and
Econet to connect land lines
or mobile to mobile, making
individuals who spoke to us
under  conditions  of
anonymity wonder at the
urge by government to hurry
operators to meet its August
9.” Nevertheless, experts
believe that once the
interconnectivity agreements
take off, the present
confusion over GSM
connections will be put to
rest.

remains the same, that the
apex bank upped the cap for
the primary market to 19
percent from 18 percent in
order to attract more
transactions to that segment
ofthe money market.

True yield for secondary
market is 17.8 percent and
for the primary,market 18.8
percent. The minimum
discount rate remains
unchanged at 18.5 percent.

Joseph Sanusi, CBN Governor

NDIC declares N4b
liquidation dividend

for 23 banks

s part of its on-site
A exmaination of

insured banks, the
Nigerian Deposit Insurance
Corporation has declared an
aggregated liquidation
dividend of N4.402 billion
for 23 out of the 31 banks
closed between 1994 and
1998.

This was disclosed in
the corporation’s 2000
Annual Report  and
Statement of Accounts
which was released at the
weekend in Abuja.

The report stressed"that
out of the total liquidation
dividend so far declared,
“over N 1.6 billion had been
paid as at the end of 2000.”

The report stressed
further that the NDIC has in
respect of the 31 banks in
question paid a total sum of
N3.35 billion out of the
N5.08 billion total insured
deposit claims to bonafide
depositors in such banks,
which were closed between
1994 and 1998.

It also noted that “the
corporation continued with
the realisation of fixed
assets, recovery of debts
from debtors who had more
than the statutory insured
amount in the closed banks.”

The corporation
commended the credible

Bank of the North posts

ank of the North
B Limited (BONL)

has recorded a profit
after tax of N 1,201,000,000
million (or N1.2 billion) at
the end of its transactions for
the year ended December 31,
2000. This shows an increase
0fN 136 million or about 18
percent above the
N 1,015,000,000 million (or
N1.01 billion) profit
recorded in the previous
year.

This was disclosed at
the bank’s 41st Annual
General Meeting (AGM),
held last week at the
International Conference
Centre of the Musa Usman
Secretariat, in Maiduguri.

According to the BONL
Chairman, Alhaji
Muhammadu Lugga in a
statement at the AGM, the
bank’s gross earnings
increased remarkably by 81
percent from
N3,979,000,000 (or N3.97
billion) in 1999 to
N7,187,000,000 (or N7.18

By Ahmed Shekarau,

Just backfrom Maiduguri
million) last year.

“Total deposits rose
dramatically by 89 percent,
from N22.341 million (or
N22.34 billion) in 1999 to
N42,130 million (or N42.13
billion) this year (2000). This
is as a result of increased
aggressiveness in deposit
drive adopted during the
year,” the BONL chairman
affirmed.

Lugga stated further that
“as an indication and
guarantee of continuous
growth and expansion, the
bank’s balance sheet size in
terms of Total Assets rose by
60 percent form N32,264
million (or 32.26 billion) in
1999 to N51,548 million (or
N51.54 billion) in the year
2000.~

Though the bank did not
declare any dividend to be
shared to its shareholders out
of the profit recorded, the
bank’s shareholders’ funds
increased by N 1,200 million

By Ahmed Shekarau
& Bright Ewulu

performance of the banking
sub-sector, saying that it
acted a the engine of growth
in the entire financial sector.

This, it hinted, could
have been responsible for the
increase in the number of
bank branches nationwide,
adding that within the year
under review, a total of 229
bank branches and offices
were opened across the
country.

It revealed on the other
hand, that 66 bank branches
and offices were closed
within the year under review.

Presently, according to
NDIC, Lagos State accounts
for the highest number of
bank branches with 643,
representing about 26.5
percent, followed by Rivers
with 133 (5.5 percent), Kano
122 (5.0 percent) and Federal
Capital Territory 117 (4.8
percent).

According to the report,
“the increase in the number
of bank branches in 2000,
was as a result of increased
rate ofexpansion by existing
licensed commercial banks,
the addition of two new
banks... and the conversion
of eight merchant banks to
commercial banks.”

N1.2b profit

(or N1.2 billion) or 16
percent to, stand at N3,175
million (or N3.17 billion) as
against the N 1,975 million
(or N1.97 billion) achieved
at the end of i

Meanwhile, tlie nuaiu
of Directors of Bank of the
North Limited has raised the
banks paid-up share capital
to N 1,200 million (or N1.2
billion), with the transfer of
N600 million to its bonus
issue reserve, while that
bank’s authorised capital was
accordingly raised to N 1,500
million (or 1.5 billion).

The bank, which for the
first time held its annual
general meeting outside its
headquarters in Kano and
away from the country’s
federal capital city of Abuja,
also commissioned two new
offices in Maiduguri. The
offices are its regional office
located along Bama Road
and its Maiduguri Monday
Market branch, both of
which were commissioned
by the Bomo State Governor,
Alhaji Mala Kachallah,
ahead of the AGM.

of 289.5
shares

total
million
worth N2.2 billion
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Banking sector

were e.xchanged last Weeéo m | n ates N S E

8829 deals, in contrast to
408.4 million shares valued
at N3.0 billion traded last
week on the Nigerian Stock
Exchange (NSE) in 8587
deals.

All the transactions last
week were in the equities,
sector of the market, as there
were no transactions in the
Federal Government
Development Stocks Sector
and the Industrial Loans/
Preference Stocks Sector.

The banking subsector
accounted for 207.5 million
shares worth N1.42 billion
exchanged in 4116 deals.
The building materials sector
followed on the activity chart
with a turnover of 17.1
millions shares valued at
N309.5 million.

The Nigerian Stock
Exchange All-Share Index
dropped by 2.2 percent to
close the week at 10237.61.
The index dropped by 0.31
percent last week.

Niger Insurance Co. Pic
led the week’s price gainers,
as it chalked up 106 kobo to
close at N6.06 per share.
Other price gainers in the top
ten bracket are: Lever
Brothers Nigeria Pic (49
kobo); SCOA Nigeria Pic
(41 kobo); Crusader
Insurance Pic (34 kobo);
Cadbury Nigeria Pic (25

transactions

kobo); NCR Nigeria Pic (22
kobo); Nigeria Bottling
Company Pic, Cappa and
D’alberto Pic and Lasaco
Assurance Pic (20 kobo
apiece); Costain West
African Pic and Prestige
Assurance Company Pic (19
kobo apiece) and Morision
Industries Pic (16 kobo).
Mobil Oil Nigeria Pic
led on the price loser’s chart,
losing 400 kobo to close at
N60.50. Other price losers in
the top ten bracket include:
PS Mandrides Pic (381
kobo); Unipetrol Nigeria Pic
(350 kobo); First Bank
Nigeria Pic (170 kobo);
Union Bank Nigeria Pic (130
kobo); National Oil
Company Pic (96 kobo);
Union Dicon Salt Pic (94
kobo); DN Meyer Pic (86
kobo); Universal Trust Bank
Pic (69 kobo); and PZ
Industries Pic (65 kobo).
Amongst the losses in
share prices recorded,
Universal Trust Bank Pic and
Omega Bank Pic were
adjusted for a final dividend
of 25 kobo and 17 kobo
respectively. PS Mandridges
& Company Pic was
adjusted for final dividend of
25 kobo and script of 1 for

Plateau Accountant General
urges strategic budget planning

he Accountant-
General of Plateau
State, Mr. S. Y.

From Buhari Bello, in Jos J

“policy choices in this rega

Damisa has emphasisedititdude the specification of

need for strategic approach
to budget planning among
the three tiers ofgovernment.

Speaking during a 3-
day workshop on “budget
implementation, monitoring
and control organised for
accounting officers in the
state recently, the
accountant-general said
such approach is necessary
for national development.

He said, “plans can be
regarded as strategic
approach to national
development. However, such
strategic plans need to be
broken down into
administration. It is a
principle of government
accounting that annual

are prepared
whether required by law or
not.”

According to him, the
direction of the autonomy
regarding the utilisation of
the nation’s resources must
be put into consideration in
budget planning, stressing
that in structuring the budget,
it is essential “ to weigh the
complexity of task of
economic management.”

“The budget must have
a meaningful correction with
development plans and
facilitate all aspects of
financial management,” he
said.

He said at each stage of
the budget exercise,
accountability has to be
recognised in the final
analysis, pointing out that the

the amount of growth that is
compatible with factors such
as employment and price
stability.”

Earlier, the Head of
Service of the Plateau State
Government, Mr. C. L.
Tsemwan explained that
financial integrity and
efficient management of
finances are important in
budgetary system in both
private and public sectors of
the economy.

He described budget as
the life-wire ofan organised
Society, saying that the level
of a budget’s success
depends largely on the
efficiency of the budget
system in operation and
quality of the budget
operators or implementors.

According to the head of
service, the state government
is committed to the reform of
government  budgetary
processes and procedures.

Joshua Dariye, Plateau State Governor
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Eleme petrochemicals’ process
units now functional oennar

he Eleme

Petrochemicals

Company Limited,
(EPCL), a subsidiary of the
Nigerian National Petroleum
Corporation (NNPC) has
fully resumed production
after it was shut dqwn about
five years ago.

The Managing Director
ofthe EPCL, Dk Eze Dennar
told the NNPC Group
Managing Director, Mr.
Jackson Gauis-Obaseki, in
Eleme, near Port Harcourt at
the weekend that all the
process units of the
petrochemicals plant have
resumed production.

The process units are
Polyethylene,
Polypropylene, Olefins, and
Butene, which produce raw

By Ahmed Shekarau

materials for plastics, among
others.

A statement signed by
NNPC’s Group Public
Affairs Manager, Ndu
Ughamadu said Obaseki
who visited the corporation’s
facilities in Rivers State to
parley with the staff on the
need to be vigilant in the
plants, was told that “this
was the first time in five
years that all the process
units of the petrochemical
plant would be functioning
simultaneously.”

Until recently, the
Eleme plant was shut down
for a long time “because of
technical problems,” the
statement add.

Nigeria's crude
production hits 16m bpd

he nation is recording
a gradual rise in its
total crude oil

production with the figitéver

hitting approximately 16
million net barrels per day
(bpd) for the period July 23
-29,2001.

Itwould be recalled that
the figure for the previous
week was 15,214,005 net
barrels.

A breakdown of the
figure for the week under
review in a report by the
Department of Petroleum
Resources (DPR) showed
that 9,164,776 net barrels
was from the east while
6,803,344 net barrels was
recorded in the west.

Total export for the
period was 13,014,328 net
barrels of crude oil with
7,194,864 from the east and
5,819,464 from the west.

NNPC, PPMC lifted
269,537 net barrels from
Escravos.  Condensate
production and export were
676,267 and 950,429 net
barrels respectively, while
LPG production was
4,073,421 metric tones out of
which none was exported
during the week under
review.

A further analysis of
upstream activities for the
week indicated that 13 oil
spills were reported, one of
the incidents from Shell
Petroleum Development
Company (SPDC) was a
major spill that resulted in
the loss of about 2,000
barrels of crude oil along the

Gaius-Obaseki, NNPC GMD

From RakiyaA. Muhammad, in Lagos

12-inch Diebu Creek Nun
and adjoining
farmlands.

On downstream
operations, DPR/Police Task
Force which carried out
surveillance activities across
the country, sealed five fuel
outlets in Plateau State for
diversion.

A total of 25 dispensing
pumps in various filling
stations in Lagos, Warri,
Benin, Ore and Kaduna areas
were sealed.

The task force also
confiscated 910 litres of
petroleum products.

Mr. Gauis-Obaseki,
impressed by the new
development, implored the
staffto work harder, assuring
them that the NNPC
management would
generously reward them if
they sustain for six months,
the prevailing level of
production, with all the units
of the plant functional.

Earlier, the Group
Managing Director visited
the Port Harcourt refinery,
Eleme, where the plants are
fully operational, assuring
the staff that the corporation
was satisfied with their input

in the refinery.

At the Warri refinery,
the GMD informed the staff
that the process for the next
Turn Around Maintenance
(TAM) of the refinery had
begun, saying that it would
mm out to be one of the best
TAM exerci'ses to be
executed by the corporation.

Mr. Obaseki while at the
Nigerian Gas Company
urged the staff to work
harder, informing them that
they would play a crucial
role towards NEPA’s
realisation of uninterrupted
power supply deadline of
December 2001.

he three maritime
groups operating in
the maritime sector

have renewed their eff

towards ensuring the success
ofthe on-going port reforms
and to work together in
ensuring industrial peace and
harmony in the nation’s sea
ports.

This renewed effort was
unanimously taken at a
meeting held by the three
groups at the Joint Dock
Labour Industrial Council
(JODLIC), Marble House in
Lagos.

These groups are Joint
Dock Labour Industrial
Council, Maritime Workers
Union of Nigeria (MWUN)
and Dock-Workers Union of
Nigeria (DUN)-

Presiding over the
meeting, the JODLIC
Chairman, Alhaji Ahmed
Tijjani Ramallan urged the

Diamond Bank Chairman/CEO, Pascal G- Dozie sharing a point with the Special Adviser to the President on
Petroleum andEnergy, Dr. Rilwdnu Lukman during the workshop on ImprovementofLocal Contentand Indigenous

Participation in the Upstream Sector o fthe Oiland Gas Industry, recently in Abuja.

Kupolokun assures

he Senior Special

Assistant to the

President on
Petroleum, Engr. Funso
Kupolokun said the
liberalisation of the
downstream oil sector would
ensure competition and
would afford choice to the
members of the public.

He stated this at
Government House Lokoja
while delivering key note
address at the on going
lecture by the committee on
deregulation.

According to
Kupolokun, Nigerians
should be in a position to
make choices of what they
are buying as well as what
they are paying for.

Kupolokun noted
further that if liberalise
comes into being in the
country, smuggling, and
hoarding could be properly
checked, thus funds accruing
from gains would be made
available to the three tiers of
government.

He argued that when
liberalise of the sector was
embraced Nigeriawould not
only be in a position to
export but would make
available the product in such
way that no more queus
would be witnessed in our
filling stations.

From Mamman Akpena, in Lokoja

Turning on some
questions raised by some
members of the audience on
the initial price hike that
accompanied government

policies and programmes,
the senior adviser explained
that there is a machinery in
place to check such
abnormalities, stressing that
the issued of one or a group
of people taking advantage

Pix: Felix Onigbinde.

of certain lapses would not
arise. He orgued further that
in any by case, whatever
price hike witnessed would
naturally come down by the
time the product is available
in every part of the country.

NEPA commissions 15MVA transformer in Kano

he General Manager
T of NEPA Kano Zone,

Alhaji Ishag Usman,
has commissioned a 15MVA
33/11KV distribution
transformer.

Speaking after the
commissioning ceremony,
the General Manager said
that the project was part of
the short-term improvement
projects being carried out
under the zone preparatory to
the generation of 4000MW
electricity by December
2001.

Alhaji Ishag Usman said
that the installation of the
power transformer was
aimed at reducing the burden
of load-shedding as a result
oflow ower generation in the
country.

And that as a result of
low capacity of the
distribution facilities, Kano
zone of NEPA comprising
Kano, Katsina and Jigawa
States, has embarked on

From Jamilah Musa, in Kano

massive rehabilitation and
upgrading of its facilities
under a short term action
plan.

This, would enable
NEPA play its vital role as a
socio-economic catalyst for
meaningful development.

He commended the
NEPA team of engineers
who installed the transformer
and told them to continue to
properly maintain and
safeguard the valuable
equipment.

He also urged marketing
officials to vigourously
pursue collection of
outstanding and current bills.

Plateau Govt tasks LGs on budget

ocal Government
Chairmen in Plateau
State have been

advised to submit their
budget proposals for the
2002 financial year early
enough to avoid the
problems associated with the
exercise in the past.

The Permanent
Secretary, Bureau for Local
Government and
Chieftaincy Affairs in the
state, Mr. Sunday Andong
reiterated the need for the
budget submission as it was

From Buhari Bello, in Jos

in line with section 45 ofthe
law establishing the local
government in the 1999
constitution.

Andong who was
addressing the local
government chairmen at the
last monthly meeting held at
the Bureau in Jos, said that
the submission of the
proposal in good time will
facilitate the immediate and
final approval by the state
government.

Maritime

ypions support

port reforms

From Tokunbo Oloke, in Lagos

leadership of the two unions
to mobilise their members
towards realising the federal
government’s desire of an
improved and efficient port
systems in the country.

He appealed to them to
co-operate and support the
federal government through
the council in ensuring the
successful implementation
of the JODLIC mandate as
enshrined in the Nigeria
Dock Labour Decree 37 of
1999.

“This council, MWUN
and indeed DUN all have a
stake in the greater success
ofthe on-going port reforms
and we should be seen to be
supporting this cause and
nothing else,” he said.

In his response
President-General of
MWUN, Comrade
Onikolease Irabor
commended the

management of JODLIC on
its efforts to ensure payment
of labour on tonnage and a
means of eliminating wage
exploitation.

Mandilas
launches
Skoda Fabia

From Bright Ewulu, in Lagos

andilas Motors

Nigeria Limited

and the

olkswagen Group have

launched the Skoda Fabia

Sedan into the Nigeria
market.

Thg impressive
launching ceremony which
was held at the Le Meridian
Hotel, Eko attracted
important personalities in the
International Auto Industry.

Among the dignitaries
that graced the occasion was
the Manager, Overseas
Export of Skoda Auto, Dr.
Dietmar Prager who told
Business Day that Skoda
Auto standards has gained
tremendously from its chase
relationship with
Volkswagen group.

He said that the new
Skoda Fabia which won
awards in 2000/2001 across
the length and breathe of
Europe Is at heart of German
technology master piece that
is the best in its class of cars

Said he: “This car has
Skoda’s body. But behind
this car is the technical anc
quality  standards of
Volkswagen. | want to tell
you that we are ready to

satisfy our Nigerian
customers.
In an address of

welcome, the Executive
Director of Mandilas, Mr.
Anthony Hadjundo said that
Fabia is a world class car
which is sure to make an in
road into the auto market in
the country, saying that
Mandilas in its over 55 years
in Nigeria is known for
marketing classy cars and
that Skoda Fabia is one of
such.

According to him, “by
launching the Fabia Auto we
are solidifying our position
in the Nigerian market.
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Town hall or Sodorkoping, constructed in 1977
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Y.Z. Ya'u lectures at the

Faculty ofEngineering Bayero

University Kano.

Yachts dock in Harbour, Gothi Canal, Sweden
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Don lists ways of tackling
universities’ problems

university don,
Professor Yusuf
Jatto, of the
Ahmadu Bello University
(ABU), Zaria, has listed five
cardinal ways government
needed to complement
efforts of authorities of the
nation’s ivory towers and all
major stakeholders of the
country’s educational sector
td"ave the sector from
irreversible decay.

Speaking at a national
seminar at the Federal
College of Education
(Technical), Bichi, Kano
State, at the weekend on the
theme, “The future
perspectives for education in
Nigeria,” Professor Jatto said
that all programmes of
studies offered in our
universities must be
intensified and diversified
for the development of high
level manpower within the
context of the needs of the
economy.

To enable the universities
do this, he said, there must
be more effective machinery
for the identification of the
manpower needs of the
economy.

In professional fields,
course content should reflect

From Waziri IsaGwantu, in Zaria

national
and

Nigeria’s
requirements

consultations should be'

encouraged between the
universities, the employers
and the government in this
regard.

The government, the
employers and the
universities, he stressed,
were expected to dialogue
continuously to create and
maintain - the right
atmosphere for co-operation
with a view to utilising the
talent and expertise in the
universities more in national
development and decision
making than at present.

“Universities’ research
programmes should be
relevant to the nation’s
developmental goals and to
assist in national
development,” he said.

The university don
assured that if these points
were brought into play, the
nation’s dream towards
meeting with educational
needs of the 21st century
would be achieved and
would lead to the
revolutionalisation of the
entire educational sector.

Prof. Borisade, Education Minister

he Minister of
| Education, Prof.

Babalola Borisade,
has emphasised the need for
community participation in
the Universal Basic
Education (UBE)
programme, adding that only
this would ensure its success.

Speaking at the opening
of a two-day orientation
woskshop for UBE zonal
cordinators, monitoring and
Liaison Officers in Abuja last
week, the minister said
communities should be
owners ofthe programme and
its projects while the cor
ordinators would serve as
facilitators.

Charging the co-
ordinators to embrace the new
UBE focus which he said
emphasises effective co-
ordination, viable field
activities and sustained social
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Minister stresses community
participation in UBE

By Ikenna Emeka Okpani

mobilisation, Prof. Borisade
assured them that the
government would provide
them with all they needed to
succeed.

“I have always
emphasised that the UBE
programme necessarily
needs to be heavy in
mobilisation if it were to
succeed and that all hands
need to be on deck.

“The implication of this
is that at various level of the
project administration, all
the officers involved should
be adequately equipped and
sufficiently motivated and
mobilised to carry out their

High court restrains OYSG
from demolishing estate

n Ibadan high court

A has restrained the
Oyo State
government from
demolishing a private estate
known as “Prebaye’s
world” pending the hearing
and determination of the
suit filed by the defendants.
Rural Development
Nigeria Ltd, owners of
Prebaye’s world had
dragged the Oyo State
government to court
seeking an interlocutory
injunction restraining the
state government, Alhaji

KANO STATE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES (MANR)

DATE:
TENDER NO.

INVITATION FOR TENDER
CONSTRUCTION OF WORKS FOR SECTOR 5,6 AND 7 WATARI

PROJECT

BYAEETANL
IFBKNARDANBOL

IRRIGATION

1 The Kano State Government in its effort towards continuous support for Agricultural
Development under Irrigation Scheme has approved Construction Works of Sectors 5, 6
and 7 under Watari Irrigation Project.
2. Kano State Ministry of Agriculture and Natural Resources (MANR) is therefore, hereby
inviting Bids for construction works of Sectors 5, 6, and 7, Watari Irrigation project.

Bids for incompleted work will be considered non-responsive.

Discount offered by Bidder would be accepted.
3. Interested eligible Bidder may obtain information, inspect and purchase the Tender Docu-

ments at the office of:-

The Honourable Commissioner Ministry of Agriculture and Natural Resources Post

Office Road, Kano, Nigeria

Email:KNARDA@Yahoo.Com

Telephone Number 064-630532,632875,640543
A completed set of Tender Documents may be inspected and purchased by interested eli
gible Bidder on submission ofwritten application giving full name ofthe intending Bidder
and the address for sale of Tender Document specified above upon payment of NON RE-
FUNDABLE FEE in the form of a Bank Draft or CASH for Twenty Five Thousand Naira
Only (25,000.00) in favour of the puchaser
4. The Tender must be accompanied by Security 0fN500,000.00 and should be address to:
The Honourable Commissioner Ministry of Agriculture and Natural Resources Post

Office Road, Kano, Nigeria

Email:KNARDA@Yahoo.Com

Telephone Number 064-630532,632875,640543
On or before 3rd September 2001.
5. Tender will be opened in the presence of those Bidders Representatives who choose to
attend the Tender Opening on 3rd September 2001 by 10:00am (Local Time). At the office

of:

The Honourable Commissioner Ministry of Agriculture and Natural Resources Post

Office Road, Kano, Nigeria

Email: KNARDA@ Yahoo.Com

Telephone Number 064-630532,632875,640543

From Yinka Oladoyinbo, in Ibadan

Lam Adesina, the Attorney-
General of the State,
Commissioner for lands and
housing and the state director
of town planning from
effecting the demolition ofthe
estate.

The Governor of Oyo
State, Alhaji Lam Adesina,
had last month threatened to
demolish the private estate,
adjacent the University of
Ibadan, alleging that the land
was not developed according
to the approval of the state
government.

Consequentupon this, the
counsel to the plaintiff,
Barrister Olayinka Bolanle,
filed a suit on 2nd August,
joining the governor and three
others as co-defendants,
urging the court to preserve
the property because the
defendants had given a seven-
day demolition notice.

He, however, noted that
the defendants have right to
seek for adjournment, “we
will be requesting that they
give an undertaking to
preserve the subject matter,”
he added.

Counsel to the defendants,
Mr. N.A. Ganiyu, a senior
legal officer, however,
stressed that the defendants
were law abiding citizens

who would not do anything
that would prejudice the
adjourment ofthe case, “they
should not entertain any fear,
within seven days we should
be able to put appropriate
process in place,” he said.

At the hearing of the
motion, the presiding judge,
Justice A.A. Sanda, said that
both parties should uphold
the status quo until the
determination of the
substantive suit:

He also said that the
defendants or their agentsi
should not tamper with the
property in question pending
the determination of the
motion on notice.

The case was, however,
adjourned to August 23,
2001 for further hearing.

NLC investigates pay cut

he Nigeria Labour
Congress (NLC),
Adamawa State

Chapter, has set up a five-
member committee to
investigate the deductions
being made from workers’
salaries by various
government agencies.
Inaugurating the
committee in Yola, the state
chairman of the congress,
Comrade Anthony T. Vakuru,
alleged that the monies being
deducted from workers’
salaries were being diverted.
“The setting up of this
committee has become
imperative as labour would
not continue to sit and watch
a few individuals feeding fat
from the proceeds of the
National Housing Fund.
“We had cause to intimate
government on several
occasions that the monies so

FroniAbduDahiTashiAbubakar,« ]

deducted m respect of the
scheme were not properly
channelled to the appropriate
quarters, but ratner being
diverted into private use,” he
alleged.

Comrade Vakuru charged
the committee to ascertain
the actual deductions made
from workers’ salaries, and
find out the agencies that
might have defaulted in
remitting theirs.

He also charged them to
ascertain the “security ofthe
deducted monies in order to
enable us demand for refund
to our workers.”

“Itis sad to state here that
since the commencement of
the deductions from our
salaries in respect of the
scheme, government has
failed in its responsibility to
ensure the security of the
monies deducted,” ne said.

assignments,” he said.

According to him, the
handing over of keys of
vehicles to zonal officers
which took place at the
occasionwas in fulfilment of
this gesture, even as this will
bring about effective
monitoring.

The UBE zones, two in
each geo-political zone,
comprise of llorin and
Makurdi for North-Central;
Ado-Ekiti and Ibadan for
South-West; Yolaand Bauchi
for North-East; Sokoto and
Kano for North-West;
Owerri and Enugu for South-
East, Uyo and Benin for
South-South

Expatiating on the
functions of the zone, the
UBE National Co-ordinator,
Prof. Gidado Tahir, said they
should function as a replica
of the programme’s
headquarters.

He said the zonal officers
were being strengthened in
terms of staff, funding, field
and administrative functions.

Prof. Tahir charged the
co-ordinators to be good
ambassadors of the
programme at the local level.

Amputee
advises
Nigerians

From AbduHata Abdulsami, in Sokotc

he second convict
T awaiting amputation

in Sokoto has called
on members ofthe society at
large to always strive to seek
their daily bread through
lawful means.

Speaking to newsmen
after his conviction by the
Upper Sharia court | Sokoto,
Umaru Buda advised the
general public not to indulge
themselves in criminal
offences.

Sentence of amputation
of right wrist was passed on
Umaru Buda of Kambama
village of Shagari Local
Government, Sokoto State
by Upper Sharia court I,
Sokoto.

Delivering the
judgement, the judge,
Ahmadu Bello Gidadawa,
disclosed that the sentence
passed on Umaru Buda was
based on some items worth
N5,060 he stole and reached
an aggregate amount or value
(NISAB) stipulated by
Sharia law for amputation.

He further said that the
convict had the right within
the Islamic legal code to file
an appeal within two days, if
he disagreed with the
judgement passed by the
court.

During the court
proceeding, the prosecution,
Corporal Mohammad

Mohammad, explained that
the convict was charged for
theft and trespass contrary to
sections 146 and 191 of the
Sharia penal code (SPC),
adding that he confessed
before the court to
committing the offence.
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ano State House of
K Assembly has come
under severe

criticism following the
planned foreign trip by the
entire members ofthe House
which is expected to gulp N90
million.

Reacting to the trip which
(s sponsored by the state
government, an elder of All
Peoples Partly (APP) Alhaji
Tanko Yakasai, said it is
abnormal for all members of
the House to embark on
foreign trip.

He told Daily Trust in
Kano that the practice during
both the first and second
republics was that selected
members of the relevant
committees were allowed to
undertake such trips in order
to study certain areas of
specialisation.

“l do not see any
justification for the entire
members to travel and on such
mission. They may have their

E ncourage
participate

igerians have been
N urged to encourage

retired military and
police officers to participate
in partisan politics rather than
view them with suspicion
whenever they venture into
the political terrain.

Making the observationin
a chat with Daily Trust, the
protem chairman of the
Katsina State IBB Youth
Forum (1'YF) Malam Ali Kuku,
said the country will do well
to emulate other advanced
democracies, whereby
political parties jostle for
military and police officers to
come into their fold as soon
as they drop their uniform.

He noted that countries
like the United States, Britain
and other European nations
have always found this group
of people useful enough to
encourage them take active
part in partisan politics,
especially the highest level
with some ofthem ending up
as presidents lawmakers or
holding key ministerial
portfolios like the current US
Secretary of State, General
Collin Powell(rtd).

The  youth  leader
asserted that there was no
better guarantee to
sustainability of democracy
and national security than the
participation in politics of
retired military officers, who
have distinguished
themselves during their
previous calling as “they will
now use their privileged
experience to advance the
interest of the nation.”

He particularly urged
Northerners to restrain from

Daify-"""Trust
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N90Om trip: Kano
Assembly under fire

From Musa Umar Kazaure,
in Kano

reasons but it doesn’t make
sense to me,” he stated.

Alhaji Tanko Yakasai said
spending such huge amount
of money on foreign trips of
legislators who may have no
relevance to the area of
specialisation amounts to
wastage of resources.

One ofthe three members
who declined going on the
trip, Alhaji Abdullahi Yusuf

c>-It"

Atta from Fagge constitu-
ency told Daily Trust that he
backed out because the trip
was not going to be benefi-
cial to the society. He said that
most of the 37 members go-
ing on the government spon-
sored trip were doing so for
their personal benefits and
not that oftheir communities.
He also recalled that the
recommendation they
submitted to the government
on Sharia after their last
foreign trip to Kuwait was
kept aside during the Sharia
implementation which has
resulted in half-hearted
adoption of the Islamic legal
system in Kano State.

The present trip of Kano
State House of Assembly
members has caused an
uproar among the citizens
especially the involvement of
the entire House members
except for the three that
declined the offer, YusufAtta,
Abdullahi Gwarmai (former
speaker) and  Alhaji
"bubakar representing Bichi
constituency.

Each ofthe 37 members is
ftoreceive $6,400 as estacode
for 14 days on the trip that is
expected to take them to US,
Canada and far eastern
countries.

The trip was said to have
been planned since the tenure
of the former speaker, Alh.
Abdullahi Gwarmai, but was
only approved by the
executive after his
impeachment.

condemns FEC over
National ID Card

ational chairman of

Alliance for

Democracy (AD),
Alhaji Ahmed Abdukadir, has
condemned the decision of
the Federal Executive Council
to endorse the use of the
National Identify Card for
future elections in the
country.

Speaking exclusively to
Daily Trust, the AD boss
questioned the
constitutionality and
relevance of the decision
taken at last Wednesday’s
Federal Executive Council
meeting.

Said he:' “The Federal
Executive Council has no right
to take that decision. It is not
within their jurisdiction to
determine how elections are

Ex-minister canvasses support for Dariye

Ihe former Minister of
I State for Agriculture
and Natural

Resources, Dr. Jonah
Madugu, has emphasised the

m need for elders in Plateau

Gov Kwankwaso State to support the State
retired officers to

in politic s -youthsleader

From Abdu Labaran, Babangida and former

in Katsina Inspector-General of Police,

castigating retired uniformed
officers from the region, but
rather encourage them to
integrate into the civil society
basically without subjecting
them to the scorn of the
society.

Malam Kuku canvassed
for concerted efforts by
Northerners to entice people
like General Mohammadu
Buhari. General Ibrahim

Alh. Ibrahim Coomassie, to
go into full-time politics “so
thatthe military class may feel
a sense ofbelonging and not
that of rejection.”

He disclosed that the
forum would soon embark on
a state wide tour to sensitise
people on the need to
persuade General Babangida
to contest the 2003
presidential election.

Benue Assembly work-
ers threaten strike

ggislative staff of the

Benue State House of

NAssembly have
r the N.5 million outfit
allowance approved by the
Assembly for payment to the
staff instead of the N3.5
million being owed the
workers since the
inauguration ofthe Assembly
in 1999.

Reports  from  the
Assembly indicated that the
release of the amount came
after immense pressure had
been mounted by the staffand
which had led to two
previous strikes.

The aggrieved legislative
staff comprising official
reporters, Sergeant at Arms,
Clerk at table and other
administrative staff,
described the approved
amount as “meagre”.

They are insisting that
unless halfofthe N3.5 million
owed them is released, they
will embark on another strike
this week.

Some ofthe affected staff

From Terna Doki,
in Makurdi

who spoke to Daily Trust on
the issue said they were
surprised that out of the N 15
million monthly allocation to
the Assembly as overhead
cost, the legislators have
deliberately refused to
approve areasonable amount
for their wardrobe allowance.

However, while reacting
to the workers’ threat to go
on strike, Deputy Speaker,
Alhaji Sule Audu, stated that
contrary to the workers’ claim
that N 1 million was released
for the payment of their
allowance, the actual figure is
N500,000.00 and assured that
the Assembly will clear all
outstanding allowances
before the expiration of their
tenure.

He warned those warming
up to frustrate sessions ofthe
Assembly in the guise of
demanding for outfit
allowance to have a rethink
because of the serious
repercussion of their actions.

From Buhari Bello,
in Jos

Governor, Chief Joshua
Dariye, in his efforts to
transform the state.

Dr. Madugu, who is also
the chairman, Board of
Directors of Lower Benue
River Basic Development
Authority (LBRBDA), made
the appeal while assessing
two years performance
score-card of the Dariye
administration.

The former minister in an
interview with Daily Trust,
said Governor Dariye has
lofty plans for the
development ofthe state and
suggested that his
administration be encouraged
to succeed.

He noted with
satisfaction how the state
government has done all
within its power to complete
most ofthe projects embarked
upon by past administrations
in the state.

Said he: “Dariye’s
administration is now two
years in office and you can
best assess it by taking two
years of Fidelis Tapgun in the

state and two years of Chief
Solomon Lar which were all
elected government, then you
can come out with a fair
result.”

In the area of education,
he pointed out that most
primary schools in the state,
that were hitherto in a
dilapidated condition are now
been reliabilited by the state
government. :

Dr. Madugu explained that
other policies of the state
government, which have
touched the lives of the
masses in the state, include
the provision of health
facilities and the rehabilitation
of bad roads in the state.

“The state capital, Jos, is
being totally transformed
through the construction of
roads in all nocks and
crannies of the city,” he said.

He, therefore,' called on
those criticising the state
government to have a re-think
and allow the governor to
concentrate on the act of
governance and provision of
basic amenities to the people
of the state.

| By Reuben Yunana
to be conducted in this coun-

try. This is an issue thai
should be addressed by
INEC.”

He advised the federa
government to hands off ali
matters concerning elections,
warning that the oppositior
would not allow PDP to hijack
thejob of INEC.

“The federal governmenl
led by the PDP today mus
not teleguide INEC. The
National Assembly is abou
to pass the bill that wil
empower INEC to determine
design how the next elections
would be conducted, not the
federal executive council.

“We in the opposition wil
never ever succumb to this
kind of intimidation, INEC
should determine how the
next election is to be
conducted. We are aware tha
INEC requested for N7 billioi
to prepare grounds for the
local government electior
and the general elections.

“Without this monej
INEC is handicapped. But this
does not mean governmen
should take over anc
determine how the election if
to be conducted. It is the
responsibility of INEC,” he
stated.

Alh. Abdulkadir wamec
that his party will boycot
forthcoming elections i
government goes ahead wit!
its unconstitutional stance o
making INEC a parastatal o
the Ministry of Interna
Affairs.

“INEC should be allowec
to organise next voters
registration exercise and no
the Federal Ministry o
Internal Affairs just because
they want to have N27 billioi
for whatever reason, the)
should not drag INEC into i
and we in the opposition as
said will resist it. INEC mus
not be a parastatal of the
Federal Ministry 0
Information,” he said.

The Emir ofDutse, Alhaji Nuhu Sunusi (I), being welcomed by the Emir of Birnin Gwari, Alhaji Zubair Jibri
Magwari Il at thefour-day retreatfor 31 Emirs and Chiefs in Kaduna State, organised by Even Developmen
Projects, Kaduna State Government and USAID - OTI (Nigeria) held at Arewa House, Kaduna...recently

Pix: Joe Orov.
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NAFDAC destroys N83m worth of drugs

he National Agency
T for Food and Drug

Administration and
Control (NAFDAC), has so far
destroyed fake drugs worth
over N83 million in its
renewed bid to rid the country
of fake drugs.

The Minister of Health,
Prof. Alphonsus Nwosu, who
was chatting with newsmen
at adinner last week, said the
agency has compiled a list of
companies manufacturing
fake drugs in %sia and had
forwarded the list to their
home countries for
investigation and
prosecution.

He pointed out that the re-
energisation of NAFDAC
was one of the major
achievements of this
administration in the health
ministry, but regretted that
unknown mischief makers
attacked the residence of the

Director-General of
NAFDAC, Dr. (Mrs) Dora
Akunyili.

To stem such a

development, the director-

Stories by
Ikenna Emeka Okpani

general’s security has been
beefed up to ensure her
safety in her bid to deliver in
her duties. On other
achievements made by the
ministry, Prof. Nwosu said
immunization of children

under the national
programme on immunization
which rose under his

predecessor from 10-40
percent has risen further to
50 percent under him in the

Dr. (Mrs) DoraAkunyili.

Health professionals
to go on retreat

] health
A professionals in the
health sector will

soon embark on a retreat
where decisions would be
taken on how to move the
health sector to a greater
height as part of the plans for
restructuring the health
ministry for maximum
performance.

This was revealed by the
Minister of Health, Prof.
Alphonsus Nwosu, last week
while receiving a “Friend of
Doctor” award from the
Medical and Dental
Consultants Association of
Nigeria (MDCAN) at the
Nnamdi Azikiwe University
Teaching Hospital, Nnewi,
Anambra State.

The minister used the
opportunity to thank the
doctors on the way they
handled their last industrial
action, - adding that
government will not renege

on the agreement reached
with the doctors.

However, he said the
improvement in their
remuneration and condition
of service demanded greater
responsibilities and duties.
The minister said the ultimate
goal of government was to
achieve patient’s
satisfaction, adding that this
cannot be achieved if the
professionals were not
satisfied with their working
environment.

Earlier in his speech, the
President ofthe Medical and
Dental Consultants
Association of Nigeria
(MDCAN), Dr. Stanley
Anyawu,"Who described the
minister as a real “Friend of
the Doctors,” said the award
was given to the minister for
his dedication, sincerity and
purposeful leadership

quality.

Emzor receives award

he Board of Fellows’
Pharmaceutical Soci-
I ety of Nigeria (PSN)

Tuesday in Lagos gave
Emzor Pharmaceuticals Ni-
geria Limited an award of
excellence as the best
indigenous manufacturer of
the year 2000.

The award was pre-
sented during the annual
luncheon and mid-year
meeting ofthe PSN in Lagos
by a representative of
Pharmacists, Yaro Budah,
President of the
Pharmaceutical Society of

From Adelanwa Bamgboye,
in Lagos
Nigeria (PSN).

According to Prince
Julius Adelusi - Adeluyi
Chairman of the occasion,
the board of fellows PSN had
setup a criteria, which looked
at the profession and found
out that the manufacturers
are the key to the profession.

Prince Adelusi-Adeluyi
stated further that the award
was to encourage manufac-
turers and also as the PSN’s
contribution to the society.

last six months.

Furthermore, the llorin
specialist hospital, one of the
major projects under him is.
billed for commissioning soon.
To this end, the minister is to
visit the project soon to
inspect the level of
preparation towards its take-
off.

Speaking on what he
called a six-point agenda set

by him forthe ministry, Prof.
Nwosu said repositioning of
primary health care was one
ofthe major aims he would
pursue.

Promising that the first
set of insecticide treated
bednet would soon be
available and distributed to
wards and local
governments, he added that
President Olusegun
Obasanjo was determined
to achieve this as promised
during the last African
malaria day.
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Israel seeks greater health
cooperation with Nigeria

the Israeli Ambassador to
T Nigeria, Mr. Arie Avidor,
has pledged his nation’s
commitment to the provision of
technical assistance to the
health sector in Nigeria as a way
of improving cooperation with
Nigeria.
Speaking when he paid a
courtesy call on the Minister of
Health, Prof. Alphonsus

Community participation important to
good breastfeeding habits - Ndalolo

Jhe minister of State
T for Health, Dr. (Mrs)
Amina Ndalolo, last
week said community
participation was vital to the
success of government’s
campaigns, especially the
adoption of improved
breastfeeding for babies.

The minister, who was
speaking at Old Karo village
during the launching of the
ministry’s baby-friendly
community initiative as part
ofthe activities marking this
year’s World Breastfeeding
Week, described the
community as the first baby-
friendly community in
Nigeria.

“l am aware that this
community has been very
busy for the past eight weeks
undergoing training on how
to feed our babies with breast
milk only for the first six
months. You also learnt your

Expertidentifies

practically cook foods for
the older babies that are
above six months,” the
minister observed.

She expressed optimism
that the training will expose
the women to available
local items which will
increase the variety, provide
fresh meals for babies and
save money for the families.

Dr. Ndalolo assured the
community that the ministry
will continue to encourage
them to ensure that they
remain baby-friendly,
adding that communities
will develop only when they
embrace useful programmes
presented to them by
government.

Earlier in her welcome
address, the Secretary of
Old Karu village
Breastfeeding Support
Group, Mrs. Margaret
Olukwu, assured the

minister that the village would

continue to mobilize and

educate women on the’
advantages ofbreak milk, which

she said some of them learnt

during the eight-day training.

“We now know that breast
milk is the best for our babies
because it prevents diarrhoea,
cough and other diseases.
Also, breastfed children grow
to love their parents and
members of the community,”
she said.

She requested the Ministry
of Health to assist the
community set up a milling
machine, “where we can grind
the complementary food for our
children.”

This, she said, will enable
them make use ofmaize, beans,
millet, soya beans, acha and
others which she said the
trainers taught them to use for
feeding their babies.

cause of

failure of population policy

population expert
A and country
.representative policy
project (USAID), Nigeria, the
Futures Group International,
Dr. Jerome Mafeni, has said
that the population policy of
four children per woman failed
because it did not put into
consideration our cultural
values which allows
polygamy.
Speaking at the national

Prof. A.B.C. Nwosu, receiving the “Friend of Doctors

Association of Nigeria (MDCAN)

informed stakeholders
review of the draft national
population policy in Abuja
last week, the expert said the
new policy avoided such
prescriptions but relied
rather on the .rights of
individuals and couples to,
“decide  freely and
responsibly the number,
spacing and timing of their
children.

This new draft also

last week.

highlights the advantages of
limiting population growth, the
advantages it offers for the
children and maternal health,
family income and economy,
improved education and access
to quality services.

“If our population
continues  to increase
unchecked as it was done since
independence, atime will come
pretty soon when the country’s
land mass will be unable to

award from the Medical and Dental Consultants

Nwosu, in his office, Mr.
Avidor pointed out that there
was already an existing
relationship between Israel
and Nigeria in the area of
medication education.

He, therefore, called for
the deepening of the
cooperation between the two
countries in the field ofpublic
health.

According to the envoy,
Israel possesses medical
know-how in the area of
medical education and
equipment production which
Nigeria can benefit from.

Already, an Israeli non-
governmental organization
(NGO), Savethe Child’s Heart
was already engaged in
providing medical care
services to impoverished
children at the University of
Ibadan Teaching Hospital.

In his response, the
Minister of Health, Prof.
Alphonsus Nwosu, said he
was aware of the potentials
of lIsrael in the area of
medicine and was working
towards training of some
Nigerian doctors in Israel in
the area of ophthalmology
and heart surgery.

The n”7inister said his
ministry will encourage the
Israeli NGO in Ibadan in its
activities. He announced
government’s intention to
make eight teaching hospitals
in the country centres of
excellence.

sustain the people contained
within it. The food shortages
we are currently experiencing,
long fuel queues, breakdown
of public utilities and
environmental degradation
are nothing but early
symptoms of this impending
catastrophe,” he said.

Dr. Mafene said despite
previous experiences, it was
important to incorporate
incentives to individuals in
the policy to maintain smaller
family sizes as being done in
China and other highly
populated countries.

For example, he said, tax
rebates are still given only for
the first four children of any
family. Dr. Mafene noted that
though population sizes were
viewed as a political assetand
have been used by politicians
to determine revenue
allocation, location of
industries and representation
in government, modern
technology has, however,
shown that size was not
equivalent to strength.

He called on government
to make available to people
information on options and
services available for limiting
family size and empower them
to make their own decisions
based on their preferences.
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600 VVF patients In lllela

he Illela Local
Government Council
of Sokoto State has

the highest number of W F

patients with about 600
patients spread across the
council areas.

This was disclosed by
the Commissioner of
Women Affairs and Social
Development, Dr. Aisha
Madawaki Isah during her
visit to the area with the
V.V.F. campaign team last
week.

She said they were in
'tfce area in order to educate
and enlighten the public on
ways and method of
preventing the disease
adding that the disease does
not only affect the underage
women, but also adults due
to complication experienced
in an attempt to put to bed.

The commissioner
remarked that the state
government is doing its best
in ensuring good healthcare
delivery forboth women and

Govenor Bafarawa o fSokoto State

children, and that the council
should also not relent in this
direction by providing the
required health facilitates.

The team leader for the
campaign against V.V.F. Dr.
Ahmed Rufai, who is also
the medical director of
Maryam Abacha Women and
Children Hospital, said
V.VF. is a female problem
but coused by his male
counterpart.

He urged the people of
the council to always take all
these cases relating to
pregnancy to reputable
hospitals/clinics for proper
medical check up to guide

HIV/AIDS and

ithout being too
technical, the HIV
Virus is one ofthe
large
between 20mm and 250mm
in diameter, whose structure
can only be seen in detail

with the electronic

NITR alerts on epidemic

he Nigeria Institute of
Trypanosomias is
Research (NITR),
Kaduna has alerted
nation over the possible
outbreak of animal sleeping
sickness (trypanosominis)
epidemic in the country.
The Director General of
the institute, Dr. lbrahim
Halid, who gave the hint
while receiving the Minister
of Science and Technology
in his office yesterday, said
severe outbreak of the
disease has been reported
recently in ten local
government councils in the
state and parts of Kwara,
Ondo, Ogun, Niger and

Taraba State.

According to Dr. Halid,
even the highland areas of
thkateau, Taraba and Cross
River States which were
considered sleeping-
sickness free zones, in the
past, have been infected with
tsetse flies, which are the
transmitting agents of the
disease.

He further stated that
another disease which has
assumed an endemic status
in Nigeria was River
Blindness (Onchocersiasis),
which according to him is
assuming a hyper-endemic
level in 30 out o fthe 36 states
and Abuja.

micro-orgamisfgate

By Ifeanyi Endeh Heart

microscope. They are
intercellular
parasites containing

predominantly only one kind
of nucleic acid (DNA or
RNA) and surrounded by
one layer of protein.

The infection is a
genetic phenomenon due to
release of the viral genetic
materials into the cells. This
then uses the synthetic
machinery of the cell to
replicate its nucleic acide and
to make new viral capsid
components which are later
assembled into new
materials virus.

It depends on the
biochemical machinery of
the host i.e. the granular
leucocytes for their
reproduction. The intimate
relationship with cells during
replication has made it
difficult to find drugs which
will inactivate the virus
without also damaging the
host cells, this is to say that
they inhabit (live) in the

WHO ranks Nigeria health system low

ecently, the World
Health Organisation
(WHO) released its

By Ikenna Emeka Okpani

formidable challenges facing

2000 Reportranking Niggfi3 nation. In the health

low in the comity ofNations
in terms of provision of
health for citizens.

However, the Minister
of Health, Professor
Alphonsus Nwosu has made
it clear several times that the
WHO 2000 reportwas not an
assessment of the present
administration but that ofthe
military era.

Speaking last week
during a press dinner,
Professcff Nwosu said the
year 2003 WHO report
would be different as it
would then be an assessment
ofthe present administration.
According to him, the year
2000 report reflects the level
of dilapidation recorded in
our health sector during the
military era.

“By the time, the body
comes out with its next
report our ranking will
definitely improve. You
watch and see,” he said.

As if the Minister has
been vindicated, Professor
Adetokumbo Lucas in his
review of the report had
stated, “It is gratifying to
note the tremendous effort
that the present government
is putting into tackling the

sector, the government has to
contend with a massive
accumulation of past
mistakes, misallocations,
and mismanagement.

Superficial cosmetic
changes cannot produce the
desired results. The situation
calls for radical measures
and strong leadership in each
section of the health care
system. Reform ofthe health
system calls for integrated
action among all relevant
stakeholders but the primary
responsibility lies with the-
govemment. The buck stops
there.”

The above statement
contrasts with a summary of
the Nigerian health system in
the report which clearly
states that “the Nigerian
health system is sick, very
sick and is in urgent need of
intensive care. It is blind,
lacking vision of its goals
and strategies; it is deaf,
failing to respond to the cries
of the sick and dying; and it
is impotent, seemingly
incapable of doing things
that neighbouring states have
mastered.

In the WHO 2000
Report, a summary index of

performance of health
system placed Nigeria in
position 187 of 191 member
states. This and other studies
consistently show the poor
performance ofthe Nigerian
health system.”

What is responsible for
this low rating of the
Nigerian health sector in the
year 2000 WHO report?

According to Professor
Lucas, a lot of factors are
responsible, these include
shortage of  human
resources; failures within the

public sector; poor
infrastructures and neglect of
civil society.

His words: “Nigeria has
more medical schools, more
erudite Professors, more
outstanding scholars and
regrettably, more deaths,
more disease and more
disability than in our
neighbouring states. It is a
painful irony that Nigerian
professionals and academics
are highly regarded all over
he world and yet, our health
system does not seem to
benefit from their knowledge
and experience.”

Part of the reason for
this includes ineffective
professional leadership inthe
associations which has led to
disputes which sometimes
degenerate to the point at
which some groups take
industrial action.

Trust

against unforeseen
circumstances.

The medical director
call on all local barbers who
embark on circumcision to
desist from tampering with
the female organ at birth
adding that people should
seek for medical advise.

Responding the council
chairman, Alhaji YusufMela
speaking through his
supervisory councillor for
health Alhaji Bello Darna
Tsaulawo thanked the
visiting team for their noble
exercise and that the council
would try its best by coming
out to complement the
governments efforts by the
provision of adequate
infrastructural facilities in
the existing health centre.

Its cure

leucocytes which contains
the while blood corpuscle,
the wvarious colourless
amoebic cells found in
normal blood to the number
of approximately 8000 per
mma3. These are classified as
granular-leucocytes,
namely: Beutrophil,
Eosinophil and basophilic
and we have also small and
large lymphocytes and
monocytes. The are an found
in the blood stream and are
responsible for the growth
(reproduction fo cells and
maintenance” ie.
“regeneration.

When the HIV (virus)
enters the body relying on
the leucocytes to reach all the
parts of the body. They go
into the lymphatic tissues
and in the glands and in the
nodes which is present in
most organs of the body so
that ifthere is a lymphoblast
from reticule endothelium,
the result will be the virus
cells been secreted into the
blood steam replacing the
granular leucocytes but
doing a different destructive
functions detrimental to the
host body due to is
destructive qualities and
quantities.

At this stage it gives the
body a clinical defect
“leucocytes syndrome” due
to an increase tendency to
infections  either by
bacterials or others alike.
This is the more reason why
a HIV carrier tend to look
pale and dry, on their faces
(no oil is been felt(), due to
the lack of new, normal,
nourishing cells to replace
the death or destroys cells for
the fact that, cell ofthe body
dies and grows new ones
against o replace,them.

In a nutshell HIV as it
stand means “human
immune virus which is
responsible for causing the
gross damage to the entire
body systems rendering
them destroyed and
incapable of its normal
functions due to a clinical
defect syndrome otherwise
referred to as AIDS Acquired
Immune Deficiency
Syndrome), which is the sum
total of the worked of the
virus in the body.

The body at this stage is
proved to accommodate and
strange sickness or diseases,
because its defence systems
are deformed and are not
able to resist those sicknesses
so long as the virus remains
in the body.

Mr. Heart, an AIDS
cure claimantwrote infront

uhL
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Nature’s
Pharmacy

With Zainab Vjudud Shariff

Zee’s Family First Aid Kit

he kitchen is a most convenient place to discover

and demonstrate the medicinal value of herbs. This

is because the kitchen spices shelf or rack contains
numerous available species with medicinal values. They
are often referred to as “Emergency or crises medicines,”
and could be useful for the first stages of'disease.

Thus the kitchen spice shelfcan be regarded as a safe
and natural alternative to the synthetic drugs found in most
first aid cabinets. The spices can be used to treat common
ailments ranging from wounds, bleeding, diarrhoea,
headaches, heart attack, ailments of the bones, and acute
infections.

It has become necessary that a family, or mother to be
precise, should ensure that the following herbs which I term
“Family First Aid Kit,: is constantly available. Not only are
they available all year, round they are also very cheap and
very safe when used properly. The family first aid kit include
the following herbs - Anise, Garlic, Lemon, Honey, Onion,
thyme, Rosemary, Cayenne (red pepper), Ginger,
Cinnamon, Basil, Cloves, Fenugreek, Nutmeg, Aloe Veral
Gel, Swedish Bitters (ifaffordable), also in the kitchen most
of the preparations are carried out using boiling water and
common utensils (bowls cups and weighing scales).

Clove is one such herb it has antiseptic and anti parasitic
properties it a digestive aid, warms the body, promotes
circulation, and it is used to treat yatolence, vomiting, and
nausea, the oil of it is used to relieve tooth ache or chew 1-
3 seeds of cloves and place around the aching tooth.

N.B Clove oil should be used with care because of
irritation but can be diluted with olive oil or distilled water.
Suitable as mouth wash.

Celery, reduces blood pressure. It is an Appetite-
stimulant, suitable in arthritis and kidney problems. Acts as
antioxidant and as a sedative.

N.B. Do not use large amounts in pregnancy.

Com silk aids bladder, kidneys and small intestine.
Suitable diuretic, good for enuresis (bedwetting), oedenot,
obesity, pre-menstrual syndrome. When combined with
kidney herbs, opens the urinary tract and expels mucus from
the urine.

Fennel is a very valuable seed spice and appetite
suppressant, eye wash, promotes kidney, liver spleen and
functions, clears mucus from lungs, relieves abdominal pain,
gas and g.i.t. disorders. (Use: one teaspoonful of crushed
seeds to a cup ofboiled water and steep for 10-15 minutes)
2 X daily.

Fenugreek is a Good laxative, lubricant, reduces fever,
good for eyes, helps asthmatic people and sinusitis by
reducing mucus, good for inflammation and lung disorders.
Useful in ulcer patient, treatment of diabetes and gout.
Aphrodisiac and a rejuvenator.

Decoction: of one once of crushed seeds + seven
crushed black pepper arms in a pint of water relieves
congestion and eliminate excess mucus.

Garlic World renewed cure all, blood purifier, detoxifies
the body and protect against infection by enhancing immune
function. Lowers blood pressure and improves circulation,
lowers cholesterol levels in the blood, Aids in the treatment
of arteriosteros is, arthritic, asthma, circulatory problems
and heart disorders. Useful in colds, flue, digestive
problems, liver disease, sinusitis, ulcers, good for any
diseases or infection. For maximum therapeutic effects do
not boil garlic. One clove in a glass of hot milk relieves
nervous spasms, high blood pressure take 1-2 cloves oi
garlic each morning.

(A) To prepare garlic oil used in colds, fevers flufs,
and infections diseases. Take 4 ounces of crushed gari:- in
ajar and add enough olive oil or vegetable (cotton st'd oil)
to over. Shake well and allow to stand in warm placf /or 3
days-garlic oail.

Dose: 1table spoonful every hours. Use 2-3 drops
for earaches, for body aches, sprains and minor skin
disorders rub directly to the affected area.

(B) Garlic syrup is prepared by using around of crushed
garlic (or 453 grams) put in ajar, add 2 pints ofapple Cider
Vinegar + 2 pints of distilled water cover and let is stand in
warm place for four days, shaking a few times a day. Then
add one cup of glycerine and let it stand for another day
and strain. Filter the mixture and add ATnoney and
mixed thoroughly. Store in a cool place.

Dose: take one tablespoon ofthe syrup 3 x daily before
meals incases of coughs, colds, sore throats, high or low
blood pressure etc.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE
JAMAATULWA'AZIWALIRSHAD

Notice is hereby given to the general public that the above
named Association has applied for Registration under
Part C of the Companies and Allied Matters DECREE
1990.

The Trustees are:

1. Alhaji Mukhtari Isah Maidabino Chairman

2. Alhaji Muhammad Abdullahi Ameer Member/Secretary
3. Alhaji Ibrahim Usman Sadat

4. Alhaji Bala Muhammad Abdullahi
5. Alhaji Abubakar Saddiqg Yakasai

6. Alhaji Gazzali Yunusa

Any objection to this registration should be forwarded to
the Registrar-General, Corporate Affairs Commission,
Area 11, Garki, Abuja within 28 days from date of this
publication.
Signed:
ALHAJI. MUHAMMAD ABDULLAHI AMEER
SECRETARY

PUBLICNOTICE
TIMBER CONTRACTORS UNION. KADUNA

The general public is hereby notified that the above association has applied for registration to the
Corporate Affairs Commission under Part C of the Companies and Allied Matters Act. 1990.

The Trustees are: .

1. Mallam, Aliyu Madaki 2. Mr. Opurum E.A. 3. Mr. Calistus Eke

4 Mr. James Mudi 5. Mr. Akin Olunawoade 6. Mr. Linus Ajah Orji
7. Mr. Anayo Okafor 8. Mr. Celestine Obika 9. Mr.James U. Unoke
10. Mr. Mayor Ajayi 11.  Alhaji Abubakar Jaji

Any objection to the registration should be forwaded to the Registrar, Corporate Affairs Commission,
Area 11, Garki, Abuja within 28 days of this publication.
Signed:

Chairman.

PUBLICNOTICE
POWERLIFE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Notice is hereby given to the General public that the powerlife Christain Church has
applied for registration under Part C ofthe companies and Allied Matters Act 1990.

The Trustees are:

1. Apostle David Oghene 2. Bro Ovie A. Aromana 3. Pastor Fo Odoko

4. Pastor (Mrs) B. Oghene 5. Pastor (Mrs) M. lkealogo 6. Pastor Ochuko Dafe

7. Decon (Mrs) C. Omotese

Any objectiontc , egistration should be forwaded to the Registrar General, Corporate
Affairs Commission, Area 11, Garki, Abuja within 21 days ofthis publication.
Signed:

Pastor F.O. Odoko
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For'OFFICE SUPPLIES AND BUSINESS GIFTS/BOOKS

EVwW CORPORATE

(A DIVISION OF FRUITFIELD INVESTMENT LTD.
14E Ibrahim Taiwo Road, Kano
0064- 638754, 090 800956

TRAVEL AGENCY

Delight Travel Agency Ltd.

We make yc>ur-Journey hitch _fr~ee

Suite 23,Lozumba Plaza
Beside UTC Area 10
Jp.o. Box 2195. carici

A ©lija .

( 09-2347369

£-mail:delightravel@ hotmail.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

NATIONALASSOCIATION OF PATRIOTIC CITIZENS

The general public is hereby notified that the above association has applied for registration under Part C of the
Companies and Allied Matters Act. 1990.
The Trustees are:

1. Alh. Yawale M. A. Sarina 2. Alh. Tajo SaniBrothers
3. Bello Abdulkadir 4. Usaini Umar
5. Lawan Abdu Faragai 6. Sule K. Fagge \

7. Garba Danja
Any objection to the registration should be forwaded to the Registrar General Corporate Affairs Commission,
P.M.B 198, Garki, Abuja within 28 days of this publication.
Signed:
SULE K. FAGGE
National Public Relation Officer

electronic | CHANGEOF NAME

I formerly known and called as
Visir IBRAHIM ALI MUSA, now wish
RAHMA SYSTEMS LIMITED to be called and addressed as
' Piern i DANJUMA ABUBAKAR. Fomer
documentremain v,alid. The general

o public should take note.

Call at::

I, formerly known as FANTAMI
MODU now wish to be called as
n Kiddies Clothes TALBA FANTAMI MODU.
E'E'I‘;Z'I‘*:SST'L";S Fomer documents remain valid.

n Gifts Items MAGCOLIS and the general public

CUTE ‘n” CHIC should take note.

I, formerly knownas TOM ADAM

Shop B14, Abuja shoping S JUGUDUM now wished to be called

Mall Beside Foreign Affairs, s

Wuse Zone 3 e JIBRIN ALH. JUGUDUM. All

Abuja P formerdocuments remainvalid. Public
C GE OF E to take note

| formerly known as MISS | formerly known and addressed as

NASIRU ADAMU, now wishes to

NA’OMI DAVID, now wjsh to
be called and addressed as NASIRU

be called MRS. NA’OMI MU KANOMA. All former
JONATHAN. All former documents remain valid, Federal

documents remain valid. General Polytechnic Kaura-Namoda and the
public to note. general public to note.
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Police arrest corps member
over bank robbery

he police in Lagos
T have arrested a youth
corperwho served in.
JigaWa State suspected to
have master minded a bank
robbery at Union bank,
llupeju, Lagos were about
N13.7 million was allegedly
carted away.

Briefing newsmen in La-
gos, Mr. Mike Okiro, Lagos
Police Commissioner said a

Member ofthe gang of seven
armed robbers that robbed
Wema Bank Pic,
Okokomaiko branch, Ojo, on
June 7,2001, Kingsley Okire
was arrested and in the proc-
ess of interrogation also con-
fessed to the Union bank rob-
bery which Paul Samuel
Chime the youth corper mas-
ter minded.

The armed robbery sus-
pect also confessed robbing
Atlantic Textile Manufactur-
ing Company Limited, Rose
Pure Water and a bakery at
Igbosere in Lagos.

Other places robbed by
the gang included A.A. Inter-
national School and Bou-
tique Fashion House in Sat-
ellite town.

According to Mike
Okiro, effort is being made
to arrest other members of
the gang still at large in or-
der to recover the robbed
money and property as well
as their guns.

Other members of the
gang include Rashidi Abu
24, .Sunday Akaka 23, Alex
Nagberi 23 and Amaechi

Emmanuel 43.
The rest are Darlinton
Ejike 30, Paul Samuel

Chime 25 and 23 year-old
Udo Chukwu.

Daily Trust had earlier
reportedl that F/No. 80685,
Police Corporal Olusakin
Oyeniran and one
Adewunmi Dada were both
shot dead in the bank rob-
bery operation at the Union
bank Pic, Illupeju on March
27,2001. The police corpo-
ral’s service pistol was also
taken away by the gang.

Okiro stated further that
on July 31,2001 armed rob-
bers attacked one
Mechukwu Onigire and
robbed him of N283,000
along Isaac Williams Street
Lagos.

According to him, a po-
lice patrol team raced down
to the scene and following a
gun battle that ensued, three
of the robbers were killed
and one pump action rifle
No. L926087 with one live
cartridge was recovered.

Meanwhile, the office of
the Police Community Re-
lations Committee on July
24,2001 made a cash gift of
N 120,000 to the families of
the slain policemen.

nab 14 suspects

olice authorities in
P Port Harcourt have

arrested 14 persons
suspected to be men of the
underworld while in the
process a member of the
gang allegedly died in a
shootout with the police.

Speaking to the Daily
Trust, the State Police Pub-
lic Relations Officer, Dr.
Uche Mike Chukwuma
(ASP), said the first batch of
the bandits were chased'to
their hide-out by the police
and rounded up after a gang
duel.

Chukwuma stated that
the susptyted robbers upon
sighting the police at their
enclave around Bundu area
of Port Harcourt, the leader
of the gang opened fire on
the law enforcement agents
but later lost-out because of
the superior fire power ofthe
police and were all rounded
up, while one of them died
in the process.

The Assistant Superin-
tendent of Police and the
State’s Police image maker
told Daily Trust that four
member ofthe gang were ar-
rested while the remaining
six were picked up at differ-
ent locations following con-

fessions by the arrested four.

Police said in another de-
velopment, an SS 111 student
of Stella Marris College,
Port Harcourt and two oth-
ers were arrested following
a distress call by members
ofthe public while they were
trying to snatch a car from a
man.

Dr. Chukhuma added
that one Mohammed Beshin
who recently fled from the
police command cell and
had been on the wanted list
of the state CID was also
among those picked up.

Police said all the sus-
pects “have confessed” to
their alleged crimes and
would soon appear in court
as soon as investigations into
their cases are completed.

gets new

he President, Chief
Olusegun Obasanjo
(GCFR), is to

commission the new multi-
million naira Police Force
Headquarters located at
central area, Shehu Shagari
Way, Abuja on Thursday,
August 16, 2001.

In a release signed by
Haz Iwendi, Force Public
Relations Officer, the
magnificient edifice, named

While taking stock of its
performance in sustaining the
war against crime in Lagos
State, Okiro said that his men
and officers are mindful of
the increasing demand for
public safety hence, the
strengthened motorised pa-
trol with back up within the
state.

Woman

30 year-old
A woman, Helen
Ezenwanyj alias

Helen Oliver has appeared
before an Abuja Upper Area
Court Judge charged for
criminal conspiracy and
cheating.

According to the police
First Information Report
(FIR), Helen who resides in
Jabi village, Abuja and
acting in conspiracy with
two others, allegedly
deceived one Fatima Ahmed
of Gwarimpa Housing Estate
promising that they could
solve her financial and other
spiritual problems and in the
process deceitfully extorted
N557000 from her on the
pretext they could make her

Trust

Mr. Misitiu Smith, 1.G.P.

docked for 419

Bv Uwern Umo

rich.

Daily Trust findings
revealed that Helen acted as
a bait to a fellow woman
while the twoarguing co-
conspirators who are men
played the role ofaherbalist
and the assistant to the
herbalist to perfect their
criminal act.

However, the woman
pleaded not guilty to the two
criminal  charges of
conspiracy and cheating
contrary to sections 97 and
322 of the penal code
preferred against her.

Her co-conspirators,
according to the police are
still at large hence the

Girl killed in boy friend’s residence

olice in Enugu have
arrested two members

P ofthe Vigilante Group
in Abakpa Nike area of the
metropolis for allegedly Kill-
ing a girl, who went to seek
their assistance over the boy
friend’s threat to her life.

A police source told
NAN in Enugu at the week-
end that the girl was killed
by a shot fired accidently
from the gun of one of the
vigilante members at the
residence of the girl’s boy-
friend.

‘After lodging her com-
plaint, two members of the
group accompanied the girl
to her boyfriend’s residence
where the incident took
place.

“But as they were wait-
ing for the boy to open the
door to his room, the gun of
one of them fell and, killled
the girl on the spot,” the
source added.

Meanwhile, five under-
graduates from ESUT,
UNEC and Ebonyi State
Universities arrested two

headquarters

after the first indigenous
Inspector-General of Police,
Mr. Louis Edet, is the first
phase of the Police Force
Headquarters project which
has just been completed.

The new office complex
is expected to address the
chronic office
accommodation problem
facing the Nigeria Police
Force in the Federal Capital
Territory, Abuja.

weeks ago by the police in
Enugu for alleged armed
robbery have been charged
to court.

Police source said that
when the case came up for
mention on Thursday, the
boys were remanded in cus-
tody by the magistrate while
a secondary school boy ar-
raigned with them for house
breaking was granted bail.

Two of the undergradu-
ates were arrested during a
robbery operation at Agbani
Road in Enugu while the
other three were found with
a double-barrel gun and six
ljve ammunitions at a police
check-point along Enugu-
Abakalaki road (NAN)

prosecuting police officer,
Mr. Yakubu Sani vehemently
opposed her bail arguing that
if granted bail, she could
jump bail even as her co-
conspirators are still at large
also.

The presiding judge,
Alhaji Aliyu Abdulrahman
upheld the submissions of
the prosecutor and ordered
her remanded in prison
custody and adjourned the
matter to August 14,2001 to
determine her bail
application which he ordered
should by way of a motion
supported by an affidavit
sworn to by a reputable
citizen living within the
Federal Capital Territory.

gang of bandits in

Zaria, Kaduna State

last week joined the
campaign on breast-feeding
when they advised one of
their victims, a nursing-
mother to breast-feed her
baby to stop its crying.

The robbers, who were
operating at Gyallesu area,
near Kongo Conference Ho-
tel, Zaria, on the fateful day
ordered the nursing-mother
to stop the baby from crying
or face their wrath.

The victim was however
“helped out” by one of the
robbers, who, advised her to
breast-feed the baby to end
the crying.

Narrating the episode to
the News Agency of Nigeria
(NAN),a neighbour of the
nursing-mother, one Malam
Aminu said though the rob-
bers did not rob his was resi-
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Three bizmen in
court overN2.5m
wristwatches

From Adelanwa Bamgboye, Lagos

he trial has started
in Lagos of three
businessmen who
allegedly broke into a shop
and stole assorted wrist
watches valued N2.5 million.

The accused persons,
Bonifeace Ayogwu, Bernard
Adega 36 and 40 year-old
Augustine Obieze are pressed
with three count charges of
criminal conspiracy, theft,
and burglary.

According to the police
prosecutor, the three accused
persons on July 7, 1994 at
about 2:00 p.m. at No. 27,
Idumagbo Avenue Lagos did
conspired gether with
intent to commit felony,
to wit stealing.

Testifying before the
court, the first
prosecution witness
narrated how the accused
persons over powered the
complainan Alhaji
Wahabi-Yusuf and bolted
away with wrist watches
valued N2.5 million.

In their defence, the
accused persons claim on
that the complainant was
owing them some money
and as he failed to pay,
they opted for self help.

Meanwhile, all the
accused have been
released on bail at N.5
million with two sureties.

Robbers join
breast feeding
campaign

dence, he was however
woken up by the persistent
crying of the baby before it
later became silent.

“I overheard the robbers
abusing eveiybody including
the nursing-mother whom
they accused of attempting to
use her baby to distrupt their
operation,” he said.

He said that the robbers
who were about 20 in
number carted away money,
electronic gadgeds and
clothees, adding that they
however abandoned some
items like pants and other
underwears near a bridge
behind Federal College of
Education, Zaria.

Former Inspector-General of Police and the Sardaunan Katsina, Alhaji Ibrahim Commassie discussing with

General Ibrahim Satihu (rid) at the meeting oftheArcwa Consultative Forum (ACF) in Kaduna

recently
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FCT minister calls for
more resourceful youths

inister of the Fed

eral Capital Terri

tory (FCT), Engr.
Muhammad Abba-Gana, has
urged youths in the country
to reflect on their problems,
prospects and plans for fu-
ture challenges through
meaningful programmes.

Abba-Gana, made the
call at the weekend during
the intemationdkyouth week
celebration in Abuja.

The minister who was
represented by the director of
health in the ministry, Dr.
Moses O. Ayo, said that
youths in the country should
imbibe the virtues of the
theme ofthis year’s celebra-
tion “Youth volunteerism in
Nation Building,” adding
that youths are the most vi-
brant group and should make
themselves available as van-
guards of volunteerism.

“This is your weekend,
you should allow the spirit of
comradeship and competi-
tiveness to pervade through-
out this occasion and there-
after,” he said.

The minister further
added that as leaders of to-
morrow, the lessons learnt
and the friendships made at
the celebration should ever
remain fresh in their memo-
ries and should serve as a

By Emmanuel Ande

pivot for the future develop-
ment of the nation.

He maintained that great
thinkers worldwide have fo-
cused their minds on the
search for the best way of
harnessing the energies of
the youths, who are consid-
ered the most vital resources
for national development.

Abba-Gana pointed out
that apart from the global
concern, here at home, from
pre-mordial times through
the colonial period till date,
communities, agencies and
governments have made
strenous efforts to develop

Engr. Abba-Gana

the potentials of the youths,'

adding that this was in-
,formed by the present ad-
ministration’s commitment
towards youth development.
The celebration which is
organised by the Ministry of
Women Affairs and Youth
Development in collabora-
tion with the FCT Ministry,
is to last for five days papers
are to be presented by differ-
ent speakers on issues effect-
ing the Nigerian youth.

Trust

he Head of Civil
T Service of the

Federation, Alhaji
Mahmud Yayale Ahmed, has
called on all Trade Unions
throughout the Federation to
reciprocate government’s
good gesture by embracing
negotiation and dialogue,
instaed of strikes and pro-
tests. *

Alhaji Yayale Ahmed
made the call on Thursday,
while inaugurating the Na-
tional Public Service Nego-
tiating Council at the Presi-
dency, Abuja.

The Head of Service
noted that strikes and work
stoppages should be spar-
ingly embarked upon, more
so, when most aspects ofthe
Public Service were grouped

Tuesday, August 14, 2001

Yayale tasks trade
unions on dialogue

By Austine Odo

Alhaii YavaleAhmed, Head o fService

Isma’il counsels on nation

building

he Minister of

Women Affairs and

Youth Development,
Hajiya Aishat Isma’il, has
charged youths to participate
in nation building through
volunteerism and conscious
imbibement of the virtue of
hardwork.

The minister gave the
charge at the opening
ceremony of the
International Youth day
celebration in Abuj&, at the
weekend.

She said to realise the
aspirations of good

Lizard disrupts wedding in ldu

traditional wedding
was disrupted in
Idu, an Abuja

By Austine Odo

mental problems, and

suburd atthe weekend byl#wided to suspend the

killing of a giant Lizard by
the groom to the chagrin of
the bride’s relatives

Arrangements for the
final rites of the marriage
were getting to a climax
when the giant Lizard was
sighted at the bride’s
compund, taking in the run’s
rays. It refused to leave
despite several efforts to
drive it away.

The groom was said to
have been enraged by the
sight ofthe Lizard, which he
described as an inauspicious
sign. He said he dreamt the
previous might that a witch
transformed into a Lizard to
invoke ill luck into Tiis
marriage on his wedding day.

“l vowed to Kkill the
Lizard, even in my dream,
but it disappeared, only to
resurface in real life. | had no
choice than to destroy the
miserable thing,” said
Okopi, the groom.

He was said to have
made the killing of the
Lizard a matter of life or
death, even as on lookers,
especially, the bride’s
relarives spoke against it.
The bride’s relatives were
reported to have become
“highly” embrassed with
Okopi’s “unusual” outburst
at the Lizard.

‘The relatives then felt he
must have developed some

wedding that day,” arelative
told Daily Trust. But this did
not go down well with
Okopi, who insisted that he
killed the Lizard to remove
what he regarded as an
ominous sign for his
marriage. “He was very

pleased that he killed the
Lizard” said Unuku, his
brother.

The bride was said to
have wept profusely, but her
relatives impressed upon her,
the need to have the wedding
shifted for  ‘obivous
traditional considerations.”

“It will not shake my love
for Okopi, let ten more
Lizards come around,” she
sobbed.

governance and mature
democratic practice, the
youths should face the
challenge ofvolunteerism as
a way of moving the nation
forward.

The minister pointed out
that the Federal Government
recognised that the country
needs the positive influence
ofits young generation as her
future depends on how
actively engaged they are in
the process of development.

‘It is with this knowledge
that the clarion call is made
to arouse your consciousness
towards nation building
through volunteerism. This |
believe, can be achieved

through conscious
imbibement of positive and
acceptable virtues of
hardwork, discipline

integrity and honour,” she
said.

Hajiya Aisha also
enjoined youths to stop the
act of vandalising

government property. This
she said, would make it hard
for them to get improved
infrastructure as money

Head ofService ofthe Federation, Alhaji Mahmud Yayale Ahmed, (in suit) at a recentparley with Permanent
Secretaries and Directors in the Federal Civil Service in Abuja

By Habiba Adamu

meant for that would, have
to be diverted to repair the
property they vandalised.

She called on Nigerian
youths to think of how to
invest in Nigeria.

“This is the time for you
to think on how to invest and
when you dialogue or
debate, these are some ofthe
things you can discuss. And
that is your volunteering
effort to save Nigeria,” she
said

under what constitute essen-
tial services. He enjoined the
council in addition to its pri-
mary function of bargaining
with government, to address
productivity, efficiency, op-
timal utilisation of man-
power and personnel disci-
pline and adherence to the
ethos and ethics of the Civil
Service.

Alhaji Ahmed assured
the council of government’s
resolve not to violate trade
union rights, including the
rights of any worker on un-
ion membership as govern-
ment would continue to pro-
mote trade unionism in all its

eestablishments not prohib-
ited by law.

The representatives of
the Public Service Negotiat-
ing Council, Comrades
Ejiorfor Sunday Job and S.C.
Ede, said the inaugration was
a dream fulfilled, especially
when it came just six months
of Alhaji Ahmed’s tenure as
Head of Service, noting that
incidences ofundue interfer-
ence and dictatorship had
gone. They promised to
make the council function
well for the development of
the service and the progress
of the nation at large.

Kwali chairman gets
good performance rating

The people of Kwali Area
Council in the FCT have
expressed gratitude to the
chairman of the council,
Hon. Samuel Gwamna, for
providing them good
drinking water.

According to a cross-
section of residents in the
area who spoke to Daily
Trust in separate interviews
at the weekend, Honourable
Gwamna has to a great
extent, transformed the lives
of people in the area within
his two years in office. They
said many developmental
projects had taken place to
better their lives. For
instance, in Kwali town,
residents praised the
chairman for the provision of
many culverts which they
said, had made their roads
more assessible. In Daka,
the residents were thankful
to the chairman for
constructing wells for water
supply.

The people of Pai village
however appealed for the
rehabilitation ofthe primary
school, just as the people in
Kwali town called for the
reactivation of the road
linking the town to the
council headquarters.

A resident of Pai, Malam
Danladi Guwang, told Daily
Trust that he, like most
residents of the area, were
pleased with the
performance of the council
chairman whom he said, had
been very responsive to their

yearnings and aspirations.

Another resident of Pai
village, Mrs. Eugenia Agum
said she was “inspired” by
Honourable Gwamna’s
approach to developmental
projects in the area council,
adding that if all council
chairmen were like him,
rural communities within the
FCT would record rapid
infrustructural development.

In Daka village, a cross
section of residents also
expressed gratitude to
Honourable Gwamna for the
wells which they said had
helped to alleviate the
sufferings of the people as a
result of persistent water
shortages.

A resident who simply
identified himselfas Malam
Dahiru said the Kwali
council chairman is one of
those politicians who fullfil
their promises thereby trying
as much as possible to avoid
letting the people down.

He however, urged
Honourable Gwamna to
continue to strive to provide
other basic amenities to the
people to ensure that he has
less campaigns to embark
upon if he were to aspire to
any other office in or out of
the Kwali area council.

Another resident, Mr.
Daniel Fwah, however said
the council lacked most of
the basic facilities that could
make life comfortable for an
average resident and called
on the chairman to sit up.
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Nigeria’s contingent disqualified
for fielding over-aged players

hree of the four-mem-
ber national contin
gent to the West Afri-

Tennis

management of the children.

can U-14 Tennis Caravéhhis kind of situation has

were disqualified for being
over-aged.

Two boys and a girl, led
by coach Henry Ubochi,
were disqualified in Cotonou,
Benin Republic, on the eve of
the championships - barring
them from proceeding to the
next stage of the tournament
in Togo.

Those disqualified in-
clude Chinenye Azuonye,
Monday Igbinovia and
Keinde Amosun leaving only
Kuburat Oladele.

Oladele was later with-
drawn from the competition
by the coach, who claimed
there would not be any need
for her to continue in the
competition since her team-
mates have been disqualified.

One of the disqualified
players, Igbinovia, told the
News Agency of Nigeria
(NAN) in Lagos on Saturday
that the team was sent pack-
ing on Thursday after it was
discovered on Wednesday
that himself and two other
players were over-aged.

According to him, “we

not know what haﬂpened

after coaches of the par-
ticipating countries met with
Nicholas Ayebua, the Inter-
national Tennis Federation
(ITF) Co-ordinator and Sec-
retary of the African Tennis
Confederation (CAT), our
coach told us that we have to
leave since we have been dis-
qualified on grounds ofage.”

I do not yet understand
why they registered us know-
ing that we are over-aged for
the championship,” said dis-
appointed Igbinovia.

A tennis coach who
pleaded anonymity blamed
the development on poor

Bayelsa ready for
scrabble tourney

From Babs Oyetoro,
in Lagos

ayelsa State govern-
B ment has accepted to

host the forthcoming
National Scrabble Champi-
onship slated for next month
in Bayelsa State.

Speaking with
Trustsports, Scrabble Asso-
ciation of Nigeria chairman,
ChiefToke Aka, said that the
government has promised to
put everything in place to en-
sure a successful hosting of
the championship in Bayelsa.

Chief Aka revealed that
states and various clubs are
qualified to send their eater-
ies saving that the association
is trying to carry everybody,
in a bid to set the stage for
the National Sports Festival,
where scrabble will feature as
a scoring event.

Also, SCAN has com-
menced a familiarisation tour
which kicked off from Port
Harcourt last week.

Commenting on the ratio-
nale behind the
familiarisation tour, the
chairman said is to sensitise
the whole nation about the
game of scrabble.

Port Harcourt,
Trustsports learnt that the
chairman donated two
scrabble 'boards to the state
sport? council, in a bid tp

jame of
e. a

often made the country lose

out in international competi-
tions and training opportuni-
ties.”

“Nigerian tennis has gone
beyond this as the nation is

endowed with talented
playes. There isneed to check
such a development to avoid
frustrating budding players,”
he said.

300 athletes benefit from basketball clinic

A bout 300 children and

[\ Dbasketball lovers on
X \Saturday benefited
from a clinic organised by a
visiting Canadian basketball
team - Athletes In Action
(AIA) at the National Sta-
dium, Lagos.

Athletes in Action, an arm
ofCampus Crusade for Christ
International has been in the
country on a 10-day playing
tour and evangelical mission.

The team, made up of se-
lected students from Cana-
dian Universifies had as part

of their objectives, exposure*
to African as well as impart
basketball skills to children
and other lovers ofthe game.
Frank Thoutenhoofd,
coach of the Canadian team
told the News Agency of Ni-
geria (NAN) after the clinic,
which lasted an hour and half
that they had held similar
clinics in Jos and Kaduna.
According to him, about
500 children participated in
the clinic held in the area.
“This is the little we can
offer for the development of

Ibeabuchi’s attorney deserts him
for non-payment of legal fees

awyer for jailed Nige
Lrian boxer, Ike

Ibeabuchi has withdraw
his services for non-payment
of his professional fees.

The lawyer is claiming
about S125,000 in legal fees.

The News Agency of Ni-
geria (NAN) reports that the
lawyer’s action could deal
another big blow to the
Nigerian’s sinking career.

Ibeabuchi, 28, a promis-
ing heavyweight boxer who
was due for a title fight, has
remained in jail since July
1999 after being charged for
sexual assault on a Las Ve-
gas stripper.

An official of the Nige-
rian Consulate in New York,
Mr. Onyema Emeremni who
has been following the case,
told NAN on Friday that
Ibeabuchi’s lawyer, Mr. Rob-
ert Right had withdrawn his
services after the boxer’s last
courtappearance in late July.

Prior to his action, the de-
fence lawyer had indicated
that he would continue with
the matter only after he has
been paid $150,000.

“The Lawyer’s with-
drawal will be aterrible blow
to Ibeabuchi because his case
will now be assigned to a pu-
bic defender, remarked
Emeremi.

Public defenders assigned
by judges generally do not a
good job of defending their
clients.

Initially charged with
sexual assault, Ibeabuchi was
slapped with attempted rape,
a more serious charge in the
US. The incident happened in
a Las Vegas hotel where the
boxer called for the services
of stripper who that claimed
rI]beabuchi sexually assaulted

er.

The boxer has remained
in jail because he could not
afford his bail set at $ million.

In the course of his trial,
Ibeabuchi has been sent to a
mental hospital for evalua-
tion. On the basis sent to a
mental hospital for evalua-
tion. On the basis of a
doctor’s evaluation, he was
prescribed medications,
which he initially refused to
take, claiming he had no
mental problem.

Because of his initial re-
fusal to take the medication,
thejudge delayed his trial on
the grounds that he was not
competent to face trial.

Ibeabuchi’s attorney
deserts him for (2). Trial re-
sumed, however, in eariy Jirly
when the judge confirmed

ing his medication.

Before running to trouble, j

Ibeabuchi, (20-0,15 KO) was

one of the most sought after j

boxers in the world.

His last fight was against
favoured American Chris
Byrd whom he demolished in
the fifth oftheir scheduled 12
rounder and moved to the
second position in the rank-
ing by the International Box-
ing Federation (1BF).

During his fights, the Ni-
gerians combines hard
punching and sipped to de-
molish his opponents.

' Thecurrentholderof IBF
and International Boxing
Organisation heavyweight
titles, Hasim Rahman was
Ibeabuchi’s sparring partner.

Rahman won his titles in
February when he knocked
out Britain’s heavyweight
champion, Lennox Lewis in
the fifth round.

basketball in Nigeria,” said
Thoutenhoofd.
The team played a total of

six matches, while on the

' tour, winning three and los-

ing three.

The Canadians lost a
match to the Plateau Peaks,
but defeated Tapgun Rockers
also of Jos.

The Canadians had also
defeated the NUGA team
camped in Zaria and the Car-
dinals Basketball team also in
Zaria, while in Lagos the Is-
landers and Dodan Warriors
basketball clubs both of
Lagos had avenged the string
of defeats.

The team donated a ball,
video cassettes entitled
“Jesus’ and religious pam-
phlets to the varies clubs they
played against in fulfilment
of their evangelical tour.

razil’s Gustavo

Kuerten turned on the

style to beat Pat
Rafter in straight sets and win
the Masters Series event in
Cincinnati.

The Brazilian, who earlier
put Tim Henman to the
sword, played some stunning
tennis on his way to clinch-
ing the first set 6-1.

In the second set, Rafter
struggled to cope with
Kuerten’s powerful serve,
and never managed to break.

Kuerten’s huge band of
supporters were never in any
doubt their man would win,
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Gustavo Kuerten, ofBrazil. the number one seed, returns a voOej J
Yevgeny Kafelnikov, o fRussia, the sixth seed, in their quarterfinal jm
at the Tennis Master Series Tournament in Cincinnati, Ohio t

day. Kuerten won in three sets 6-4 j-6 6-4 to advance to the semifmdk

KKuerten crushes Rafter

and he duly did when Rafter
failed to return another fine
serve in the ninth game.

The world number one,
who picked up for $400,000
for his efforts, admitted: “I
was very motivated for this
final.

“On Saturday | went
home late and didn’t get
much sleep because my
match with Tim kept belng
delayed.

“However, | founql my
form and am delighted to
pick up another trophy after
my win in Monte Carlo.

“The fanswere incredible
again. They push me very

hard and make me try tha
extra bit harder,” he added.

Pat Rafter, who is makm
a habit out of losing finafc
confessed that Kuerten wa
the better man on the day.

“l was just totall
outplayed on the day," b
said. “Gustavo hit the ball s
well and didn’t give m
chance.

“Every time | come nher
| seem to get better so mayb
next time | will win it.

“1’ve been here eigh
times and | always respon
well to the crowd and | hop
to be here again.

Cameroon star 1n Afro-Asian Games

Cameroon will be the

lympic champions
0 main attraction at this

ight months before the

World Cup finals are

due to start, Cameroon
are hunting in earnest for a
new coach.

The job of managing the
reigning African and Olym-
pic champions was left va-
cant after the departure of
Pierre Lechantre.

The Frenchman guided
the Indomitable Lionsto their
third African triumph in
Lagos last year.

Lechantre was replaced
just before Cameroon de-
feated Togo 2-0 in Yaounde
last month which secured
them a place at the World
Cup.

Since the Frenchman’s
shock dismissal, a number of
names have been echoing
around the den ofthe Indomi-
table Lions as possible suc-
Cessors.

Most  obvious is
Lechantre’s French compa-
triot Roland Corfou, who
guided the side through their
remaining World Cup quali-
fiers.

His short contract has ex-
pired and he is reported to be
interested in taking the job
permanently.

However, if the
Cameroonian FA,
FECAFOOT, are keen on

Corfu, why isji:tiu.* iQtlie jpfov...

now3w A M

year’s Afro-Asian Games
tournament, Indian Olympic
Association secretary general

nmeww

With the Olympic gold
medal added to their Cup of
Nations title, the Indomitable
Lions are a team many
coaches would cherish guid-
ing atthe World Cup.

Hence word from the
street has it that several top
European coaches are knock-
ing on FECAFOOT’s door.

The name ison the lips of
many Cameroonians is a fa-
miliar one - Claude le Roy.

The Frenchman is widely
respected after a three-year
stint with Cameroon from
1985 which ended with vic-
tory at the African Nations
Cup in Morocco.

Le Roy was re-appointed
in 1998 as a last-minute so-
lution to take Cameroon to
the World Cup in France.

The Frenchman left an
indelible image in high places
and is regarded as a figure of
authority whenever the Lions
are in disarray.

However, the team’s fail-
ure to get through the first
round in France could be a
factor that counts against his
chances ofleading Cameroon
to another World Cup.

Frenchman Roland
Courbis and former Dutch
stars Frank Rijkaard and
Ruud Gullit have also been

Randhir Singh has con-
firmed.
The African Nations’ Cup

Other possibilities in-
clude Portuguese Artur Jorge
and former Liverpool star
John Toshack.

Despite not having a
regular coach Cameroon
have still managed to achieve
huge success.

But surely their hopes of
going a long way at the
World Cup need somebody
more permanent.

It’s not just foreigners
who are interested.

Deputy-coaches, Jean-
Manga Onguene and Thomas
Nkono - both former
internationals - who were at
loggerheads with Lechantre,
are also keen to take up the
post.

holders will be one of fot
teams representing the Afh
can continent at November
tournament, with South Al
rica, Nigeria and Morocc
also taking part.

The quartetwill face 199
Asian Games gold medallist
Iran, runners-up Kuwaii
Thailand and hosts India.

The Asian tournamer
will serve as a useful pre
World Cup exercise fo
Cameroon, South Africa an
Nigeria, who have alread
booked their places for ne?
year in Japan and Korea.

Iran and Thailand hav
both made it through to th
second round stage of Asia
qualifying but Kuwait an
India have already bee
knocked out
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FA disowns Julius Berger

A rlcan Cham jons

igeria’s r@pr@‘s‘@nta
N fives in this year s
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Berger FC should not ex-
pect any financial assis-
tance from thexNigerian
Football  Association
(NFA). The NFA Chairman,
Brig. Gen. Dominic Oneya
has said.
In a

chat with

Tim Henman, from Great Britain, hits a volley against Gustavo
Kuerten, from Brazil, during a semi-final match at the Tennis Masters

From Babs Ayetoro,

livgstsperts Sit—ages,
Oneya said the football
house could not give Julius
Berger any financial assis-
tance in their quest to win
the elusive Champions Cup
because the NFA is not fi-
nancial buoyant.

*Our hands are full al-

Series Cincinnati tournament onSaturday in Mason, Ohio, USA.

reaayy. Thee féoobadl | Hougse
Is net finaneially buoyant
19 RO 2Ry luh Wing
orhonour at the continen-
tal level now,” he said.
The retired army gen-
eral disclosed that the NFA
is saddled with the respon-
sibility of generating
money for the Nations Cup
in January and the World
Cup in Japan/Korea 2002.

In fact, our hands are full.’

He stisessertivaptiidnont
the policy Rf the faainal
house to give financial sup-
port to any Nigerian team
representing the country in
any continental campaign.
“We can give technical and
moral support, as the case
demands.”

“Look, Julius Berger

Wavell Hinds, West Indies batsman middle, takes a quick run to
reach his fifty as teammate Marlow Samuels, left, and Kenya$s
wicketkeeper, David Otieno, right, look on at Mombasa Sports
Club ground, Mombasa, Kenya on Sunday during the final day of
the second four day test match between West Indies and Kenya.
Kenya were all outfor 290 inl36 overs. West Indies were 277for 5

after lunch.

ALTHQVOH SAMIR WM

o
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AC Milan captain, Paolo Maldini (left) receiving the TIM tro-
phy after his team defeated Juvenuts and Inter in the triangu-

lar tournament.
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has money. The constirue-

tioR EOMPRRY {8 IR 2 ROSI-
tion to fund the Super
Eagles Nations Cup and
World Cup campaigns,” he
said.

Meanwhile, the Bridge
Boys lost 0-1 on Saturday
to Congolese side,
Mazempe Pembe, in their
opening match of the Afri-
can Champions League se-
ries.

Oneya
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