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When you're feeling up tight, there's no need to stay hot and bothered. 
Relax, take it easy. Just unwind ... a Tom Tom.
Because Tom Tom is cool, refreshingly cool. Tom Tom cools the heat, 
but warms your feelings.
So catch that refreshing feeling.
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ame has its own privileges but 
otten it comes with a load ot 
problems. Being famous any­
where in the world ain't easy 
Most of all, being famous in 
Nigeria ain't much fun.
Fame places a special burden 
on the famous. It places great 
limitations on one's public con­
duct and utterances. He's a 

man in the public eye What he does, what he says, 
where he goes, who he's seen with, are always of * 
public interest Living the life of a famous person 
could be very cagey

Most ot all tn our society where many people 
make a living by simply staking out public figures, 
waiting tor them to miss a step. Escaping the prying 
eyes ot the public could be quite an ordeal. There's 
no privacy anywhere and not even one's wealth 
or power can buy him that privacy Like Americans 
say it. *you can't get away with nothing.' Being 
famous in Nigeria could get to be a big pain in 
the neck A minor incident, betore you know it, it's 
all over town Being famous is a bloody pain in the 
neck here That's what little Mohammed Babdn- 
gida. son ot the President found out 13 days ago 
when his car had a minor scrape with another 
motorist s He found himself in that special predica­
ment where one's face, name and fame handicap 
him. How could he come out ot the car and argue, 
return insult for insult or even defend himself 
against an enraged motorist without attracting 
undue attention'’

That is the dilemma ot the public figure — otten 
not appreciated by the public Perhaps it it is ap­
preciated how lonely and how constricting the life 
could be up there, the public would look to them 
with a bit more kindness Mohammed was trying 
to be the kid next door, going where other kids go 
and doing what the kids, do

But he found that as always things involving him, 
no matter how minute, become another bit of news 
for public consumption

Being famous ain't much fun But I'm sure 
Mohammed will take it in his stride
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Military 
buck-passing

Patrick Otojaiori 
Investment Executive
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vourabun- 
natural ro- — govorn- 
slnco 1960 

>dod In in- 
irruption, 
jnd other
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1 with

Richard Molo-Damijc 
Executive Director.

rows so 
1 at 30 
"ciency 

Ity to mako ends 
story of our 30 yoars

: j

serve — that ot parochial, egc 
generals or fellow African bre 

Yomi Oyewusl, 
FCE

Pankshin, 
Plateau State

Doe of woe
tier going through your report on 
the death of Samuel Doe (Vol 2.

NO 19. September 16. 1990) I have 
come to the conclusion that the human’ 
being is the most selfish animal 
created by God. Imagine the former 
Master-Sergeant who murdered 
countless innocent people, including 
religious leaders, his own close aides, 
even women and children pleading 
for mercy when it came to his turn to 
die1

The tragedy of Doe Is Indeed a sad 
lesson for us It is also a great chal­
lenge to all young Africans — for us 
to terminate the cycle ot brutal misrule 
that Doe personified. Africa's misfor­
tune happened yeste. .
pening today Should it also happen 
tomorrow?

Akllu Magajl, 
CIO Shualbu Musa,

P.M.B. 2029, 
Katsina.

Ignatius Nwogwu, dered wty
96, Lobo Street, bloody

Owerrl The tn
hank you for your elaborate 

expose on the Liberian crisis. Now 
that Doe is dead. Nigerians will know 
why we need to send some ol our sol­
diers Io unwarranted death in Mon- Chukwuma Ugwouloka,
rovla We will also know whose interest P.O. Box 624,
Nigerian troops in ECOMOG went to___________Orlu, Imo State

Higeria fared in 
ears of exis tence?

Fomi Falana 
Lawyer and human rights activist 
Nigeria's 30 yoars ot lnd°‘ J think Nigeria has fared well P 
pondonco wore economically in the last thirty haT|

-- o« yOars But one cannot say the
same tor Its pofltlcal achieve­
ments SociaUy, provision ot 
social amenities lor the 
citixenry 13 an apology. If I am 
to score Nigeria. I would just 
say tair. because certain 

i. achievements that we have 
the capacity to mako are still 
eluding us.____________

vorythlng considered, wo 
have taken more wrong steps 
than right ones In the last 30 
yoars ot our independence I 
would havo lovod Nigerians to 
re-examine themselves and 
take up the challenge to use ' 
what wo havo got to got what 
wo nood. It is high tlmo Nige­
rians docidod what our prob­
lems aro and how to solvo 

- them--------------------------

wasted opportunities, bet­
rayal ol people's hopes and 
loss ol contldonce in ounolvos 
as a nation. Despite i

X’^X’.’sno’.’can
rbration by any Nlge- monts in Nigeria ! 

____ _____ ___ that is 30 yoars naT0 only succeec 
■of solf-govomanco and with stitutionalising cor 
majority ot the population llv- piomoung ethnicity ar 
Ing below tho bordor-llno of divisive tendencies-

I poverty------ ------------
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n a write-up titled ’Execution of coup 
plotters. Soldiers blame civilians' 

(Vol. 2 No 13 August 12. 1990) some 
army otlicers were quoted as blaming 
civilians for the ApriF 22 coup and the 
concomitant execution of those 
found guilty A Lt. Colonel was re-

1. Aincas misior- poried to have vowed to strangle 
terday. it is hap- Great Ogboru lor ’enticing' Orkar & 
;d It abo happen qo ln|O alleged offence. Fine The 

brave Colonel is entitled to his opinion. 
He did not. however enumerate those 
he ’electrocuted', or wished to for ’en­
ticing' earlier — and successful-pic 
ters Io strike when they did Anothr 
otlicer. a Major, was also quoted as 1 

that they (soldiers) were being 
i to kill themselves and won- 
why Orkar & Co allowed 

■y civilians’ to aeceive them 
truth remains that the sad events 

ot April 22 took place within the armed 
forces circle We should forget it and 
stop whipping up silly sentiments

James Oladlmejl 
Public Relations Officer

Naturally, as man gre
13 a nation Manhood 
should moan solf-sufticlor 
and abilit 
moot Tho s 
ot indop< 
for celel 
rian A nation
, sulf-gov< 
lajority ot 
ig bolow tho 

poverty--------
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By Mohammed Bulama
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w
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_ ____ *Y much they bare

trick to build a nation and it is called 
Do it yourself.' If, therefore. It is the 
obligation of the tens of millions of us 
who have no other to call our country 
but Nigeria to build u. u ix aiA„ 
our concomitant right to determine 
how we want it built. I bare my serious 
doubts if ire hate done that yet.

It only stands to reason that if bold- 
a national conference will make 

lots of Nigerians bappy, then let the con­
fab be. But then, I hate quite a few 

conveners. Just 
and I 

trill find the 
trefuUly (is it 
as the major 

this time It 
nguage. But

you don’t tinker with it like it is o1 
mathematical equation you are salt-, 
lug. But even if the national q> 
uvre amenable to mathematical 
lation, you cannot draw on for 
that are constructed on the 
that the North and the South’s 
are mutually exclusive and expect to 
be taken seriously.

The troubled days are not yet over 
for this country so long as those ubo 
should know better, or are touted ’ 
pretend not to know that the fete I 
neficiaries of our collective entity c- 

lardless of their regional origin.
' intimate bedfellows. Or when the) 

■norance of the undisputablc fad 
’ plight of the northern pauper 
his southern counterpart are

the right p'-----•- -• • • J
country's ills is the doorsteps 
who bail from the North of the Niger. 
To right these wrongs, the argument 
will then go on, the nation's number 
one citizen must be fished out from 
among the southern stock. W hich Is very 
self-righteous as it is mischievous, to 
say the least.

m reSt 
r:is "Il < 
ttry feign Ign 
ilso the i 

and of hi 
identical.

And to cap my suspicion. I bate 
waited patiently for the day myfellou 
compatriots (the "Democrats") will 
come with the re-assurance that it does 
this country no good to perpetuate 
selective patriotic disposition, but il\ 
seems such day is not in sight. I bare 
sat back, expecting that one day, tbcj\ 
will say drawing a line (where one does , 
not exist) between two identical objects] 
smacks of double standard, which fcn 
despicable trade. I have taken my time] 
confident the day, trill come when tbe 
conveners of the Jaw-Jaw session will, 
strear that they cannot touch, with a 70 
foot pole, any opinion wbicb labels 
Sheikh Abubakar Garni, a religious 
bigot. and portrays Arch-Bishop 
Olubunmi Okogie as a crusader, or one 
which condemns Satti Kontagora (oj 
Hotline) as a myopic scctionalist A/trfl 
bails Chris Okolie (of Newbreed as a 
seffless champion of the people's cause. 
That re-assurance has not come yet.

Say, isn't Nigeria our common posses­
sion? And who says one can be deprived 
of tbe right to dialogue about hisfatber- 
land? Yes, 1 am for dialogue, but let's 
level it out, first.
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hen he turns 30, It Is 
“Id of a man that he 
has come of age. 
But when a nation 
clocks 30 It Is a differ­
ent ball game. Many 
arc of the conviction

when it comes to bow wim miy oave 
made of their days. Three score, they 
never cease drumming into our ears, 
is little more than a drop in the mighty 
ocean in tbe life span of a country.

You need no bead count, no ballot­
ing, secret or open, (or do you?) in Af­
rica’s most populous country to know 
that a more than sizeable chunk of 
those who call tbe shots in Nigeria are 
inclined to reason along that line.

But for bow tong are we going to wal­
low under this illusion that ourfather­
land bolds the divine license to fold its 
arms, clock two centuries or thereab­
out (just because the Yankees or who­
ever bad to wait that tong to make it 
big) and then development, like 

| manna, will drop from high heavens?
You get things done only when you are 
willing to get them done. You will do 
well to ask die pint-sized men of tbe

I far-East.for they know. Tbe breathtak-

j the high riding orientals says it loud 
• and clear that Rome was not built in inK 
one day because it was not built in tbe lots 
jet-age. fab ue. uui men, I bate quite

Nothing impedes taking giant, steady bones to pick with its convener 
steps forward like one pulling the rug try reading between tbe lines, 
under one's own feet. And that's what Rtie you my word, you trill fit 
we have virtually been doing, wobbling “Orkar Declaration" carefulUy 
and fumbling without any discernible 5Uhtlely?) tucked away as the 
bearing, since the British granted us "genda of tbe confab. Only this I 
the permission to produce "Angloslsed" is drafted in very refined languag 
Nigeria under license three decades more than flowcry grammar will be 
ago. If governance is all about tbe needed to convince me that the na- 
greatest happiness of the greatest tional question sums up totally to 
number, and Nigerian rulers its stu- Power sharing. And if you are one who 
dents, the report cards they are bound cannot understand why the answer to 
to take home, 1 dare say, will be the the national question should not be 
kind that will elicit depression from seen tn which part of Nigeria produces 
any parent that knows what he wants the helmsman, then yon are saying that 

for bls offspring. Tbe performance bos ,be rlRh'. I‘'"ce blame for tbe
been very transparently mediocre. country's ills is the doorsteps of those 

So, those of us who are frequently who bail from the North Cj 
given to shouting everybody down, in- To rtRht these wrongs, the 
slsling that tbe shape'Nigeria 's future tl111 then go on. tbe nation ', 
should take has tong been decided and 
sealed (they say, by consensus) can tell 
that to tbe birds. It takes no expertise 
to know that there is only one valid
Page 6



We haven’t zoned
the Presidency

— Baba Gana Kingibe, SDP Chairman

portrait.
t me."

Oun
45, ex-

got an an- 
apparently 

entirely com-

■mi the dictates of the 
process, won't there be 

specific requirements 
mat and moral quallfi-

, high-flyir 
u'rman oft;

is that I 
•. is slippery, 

politician 
can be Articulate he wouldn't make 
too much of an issue of; no doubt out 
of a sense of modesty. ~ 
lomat-politician was at p 
down the "slippery" tag put 
indeed any diplomat-politici 

Talking with the sparsely 
Kingibe in his sparsely fumislu 
home was something of a sparring ses­
sion. A stickler for facts and a self-con­
fessed democrat, the SDP leader is not 
one to allow gou win an argument on 
the strength of assumptions and in­
sinuations. IVe came away with the dis­
tinct feeling that the more voluble of
THE SUNDAY MAGAZINE. OCTOBER 14. 1990

By Kayode Samuel and
Yusuph Olaniyonu

e threw the last 
tion right back 
interviewers. And in 
so doing gc 
swer he a[ 
didn't feel ent

fortable with. At the end of what turned 
out to be a marathon interview (origi­
nally billed, by mutual agreement, to 
last just thirty minutes) we asked the 
man to tell us straight from the heart 
what kind of person he thinks he is. 
But instead of offering a self-por 
the man retorted: "Tell me about 
Which we promptly did.

■ appraisal of Baba Gana Kingibe.
<-State House staffer, high-flying 

diplomat, and national chairman of the 
Social Democratic Party is that he 
sounds articulate, that he 
and that he is as sincere as a

■j. But the dip­
pains to argue 

I pul on him. As 
dan would.

I framed set for the ______
led Ikoyi pre-empt yourjudgement. Please read on.

TSM: What quality oj leadership ivill 
the SDP offer Nigeria? W hat qualities 
or qualifications trill the party de­
mand of its candidates for executive 
and legislative offices?

KINGIBE: The party obviously will

nominate its candidates (or elective posts
....... „. based on some guidelines There will be 

is concerned could' guidelines What I will like to stress straight 
away is that this is a democratic precess 
The ultimate entenon tor ment in a demo­
cratic process is acceptability to the major 
ity ot the people That is the ultimate enter- 
ion.
Q: Apart fro) 
democratic p 
other more 
like educatioi 
cations?

A.- The process ot nomination will cer­
tainly involve certain judgements on 
the candidates seeking to be selected 
to vie tor certain oltices But it is invidi­
ous to equate elective oftice with some

Pago 7

L .
Kingibe: "Bannedpoliticians don't control us.' 

his partymen who assume (hey have 
it all made as far as the party's presi­
dential candidacy is 
be in for a rude shock.

With Qjo Maduekwe, the highly visi­
ble — and increasingly controversial 
— party chieftain sitting quietly in the 
wings all through the conversation, a 
somewhat high intellectual tone was 

interview. But we shouldn't



been agreed let

I

the 
that

V 
-.Falae is a good friend of mine

I /' /-•' candidacy?
I A: First ol all I should say that the SDP 
| is verr -----—
cepti __
SDP has a right to < 
tive ottice on the pit 
Mark my ‘ ’
know, Chit 
ot the SDP So

'"f elec- 
ie party 
tar as I

whop' bU' hS W°Uld °pply lo |oln as

\ ago. ialue bad /outed life
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A: Well. I have not been informed of 
such a thing But ll he applied, he 
applied to be a member ol the party. 
I will be very happy to welcome Chief 
Olu Falae who is a good friend of 
mine, he was my boss, we worked 
together. I know his capacity. I know 
that he will make tremendous con­
tributions to the development of the 
party — that is if he applies to be a 
member I am not aware of this. Like 
I said, if he is applying, he would be 
applying to be a member of the party 
1 take it that he is not applying as the 

presidential candidate I am 
□t he knows better than even I

A: Let me make it absolutely and 
categorically clear, in SDP we have 
never ever discussed the issue of the 
presidency Never ever. I have mad* 
remarks about the presidency. I have 
made remarks to the effect that well 
it is not our priority in the SDP, our prior­
ity is the local government election 
We are a people-based party We are 
talking of, as I have said. 5,572 mem­
bers of our party who are demanding 
rightly that the party pays attention to 
their own aspirations to become coun­
cillors We are talking about 453 mem­
bers of our party demanding that the 
party pays attention to them (from 
council chairmanship). We are there 
fore talking about’roughly 6,000 mem­
bers of our party who have every right 
to demand that attention and all the 
support party can give them The pres­
idency is talking about one individual 
As mighty as the office is, it is one indi­
vidual. Governorship, we are talking 
of 21 individuals. You cannot reasona 
bly ask me or the party to ignore the 
yearnings and the cries tor help d 
over 6,000 members of the party And 
you want me to drop this and concen­
trate on the demands and require­
ments of 23 people.
O. - there is this talk about squabbles 
within the SDP between the defunci
P. SP and PFNfactions. The Abuja con­
tention was to be the battle ground 
for the two factions to test strength. A 
lot of bad blood teas said to bait 
been generated by the outcome of the 
convention. What is the stale of hostil­
ity. or is it the state of settlement? 
A: Let me conclude my answer toyour 
earlier question You know I didn't 
draw the conclusion that since as a 
party we never discussed the issue al 
together of the presidency, there 
fore any agreement, understanding 
or assumptions about where the pres­
idential candidate should come from 
has never been made That is the truth 
of the matter. There has never been 
any discussion about the presidency, 
where it should come from and where 
it should not come from I have ad­
dressed myself to this issue often 
enough. And as I said, the presidency's 
constituency is Nigeria. And any 
Nigerian, from wherever, is entitled to 
seek the presidency on the platlorm 
of the SDP. Because there is no point 
in proclaiming your commitment to 
the democratic process while in fad 
your actions are anti-democracy. If for 
instance we now say the Presidency is 
zoned to Benue State, we are now de­
nying all other party members from 
the remaining 20 stales, who may wish 
to exercise their fundamental right to 
seek that nomination.
'_>■ ■ racy in a society like this, 
it federalism, is not only in terms oj
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kind of nomination for the Nobel Prize 
Every fob has its objective criteria for 
success For example, as we are about 
to go into the local government elec­
tions. now at the level of the ward 1 
would not think of whether candidate 
A or aspirantB has a PhD It is assumed 
that everybody has the minimum 
qualification of school leaving certifi­
cate That is a legal requirement It 
would be erroneous to say that the 
candidate with a Ph D is automatically 
more qualified even if when he stands 
election people in his household won't 
vote for him The ultimate criterion as 
I earlier said is acceptability — to the 
party membership and lo the electo­
rate. We have to nominate our candi­
date in such a way that his chances 
of vanning on our ticket are 
maximised.

You mentioned details like moral 
standards and so on Acceptability 
presumes that a candidate has been 
carefully weighed and found accept­
able in all perspectives — moral per­
spective. sense of responsibility, sense 
of commitment, dedication to his con­
stituency, his nationalism, and other 
details The ultimate consideration at 
the end ol the day is Is he acceptable 
to the party’’ To the electorate? If yes. 
then anybody else sitting somewhere 
and passing judgements on him is ir­
relevant. In this country, people say 
’Oh so and so is better qualified to be 
President.* Better qualified by what 
yardstick of judgement? Acceptabil­
ity? Is he acceptable'’ Il he is not. then 
he is not belter qualified The better 
qualified person is the one who held 
the most posts when you are talking 
of the democratic process

’.clking about calibre oj candi- 
taite- it has been mentioned in 

’/r. circles that former finance
hie/Dlu falae is seriously party’s JT 

‘he presidency on the plat- sure that
Uow true is this? Has the processes involved He also knows 

tore been made to him? Hou that right now, we are talking about
. otire are key- members of your the local government elections And 
-. -mhi. . ,,.,.101...^ every member of our party is re-

__________ quired to do nothing else but to pul in 
ery receptive, of course, most re- hundrerd percent effort to ensure that 
live. I insist that any member of the SDP candidates for the 5.572 councll-

’--------asplre |0 any e|ec. lorship seats and the 453 chairman-
. latform of the party shiP seals triumph at the polls I am 

' words. MEMBER As far as I confident that Chief Olu Falae would 
ief Olu Falae is not a member do his best to ensure the success of all

our councillorship and chairmanship 
candidates
O: You sound as if hr is a member 
already...

the issue doesn’t arise 
it does. You re just par-

I tg like the typit al politician.
I A: I don't know how the issue arises. 

You are talking to me aboul a person 
who is not a member of my party wish­
ing to use the platform of my party to 
aspire to whatever office and you insist 
it anses



ME

ideas BY 1 
te gates cast

men tire

I

clear, the local 
5 not a reteren-

on I 
'hat

count 
conte 
talking ' 
are talk' 

,mBnt doesn't he there J- conlesur 

SjSiSjl ski P^d port 01'!’?! P “e. n " »

possibility ot pe<

The first impn- “<= this r..«

'%Toe°
were is what enr There u

ling to. PFN. K>r. u.« — At the level ot ideas when I said I 
wanted to be chairman. I had a cer­
tain notion ot the kind ot leadership i 
will provide to the SDP And I take it 
that anybody who wants to be chair­
man must have his own notion It was 
the question ot let a better argument 
win But this argument at the level of 
ideas is a necessary ingredient or 
tonic tor the democratic process, there 
must be contending ideas, contending 
approaches What democracy otters 
is the possibility ol peacetul and 
democratic resolution ot these con-

- - And this must go < 
“■" "rocess T1

is what ennciic^ — —...... it ot what
the party stands for There is nothing 
that stops for example, we have set 
out our manifestoes our programme 
ot actions our basic philosophical un­
derpinnings. our ideological under­
pinnings. it is a consensus. Now at 
some point in time there is absolutely 
nothing that stops, even a national of­
ficer from saying no this is not the way 
to go about it This is a deviation from 
our concept of social democracy The 
debate will begin And perhaps at the 
next elections, it may be on that plat­
form that he will challenge anybody 
else who is seeking the national post 
You understand, there are two levels 
ot contention Personal/human level 
and the level of emotional investments 
people have made in their past and 
now defunct associations, and the 
level ol ideas Now the first two are 
not levels with which I am concerned, 
overly Immediately, alter the conven­
tion. I made all the appropriate state-

I ments with all sincerity and I have con­
tacted my principal opponent, and 

* I we have indicated that that is the ver­
dict ot the people and we have taken 
it And 1 know that he is living with it

Pago 9

there It

nted. the issue is dissolved'fuT* 
tention Is over. Now. we are not 
‘-g of a mechanical process We 
i jlkmg of human beings who are 
sting and nobody, nobody ever 
•sts for the fun of it People con 

to win Nobody enjoys defeat 
It is normal Now. it is a question of 
what kind ol mental and emotional 
disposition people are made of As to 
whether it will be something that win 
pass in one hour one day. one week 

. one month or forever. I believe that
to be councillors «... any democrat who submits himself 
their NRC opponents to the democratic process ought to 
e 24 local government psychologically offer to have himself
v will be selected on accept the verdict of whatever the 

—.Qc electorate is. And not spend the rest of
SDP his life licking the wound for an ad­verse verdict At least, that is as I Con" 

ceive the human factor There is also 
other level altogether, not at this 

are trying to reduce this

and the. 
porta act 
I am." 
A: The c 
is absoh 
ant to prove he home base And part of that proof is 
the strength of the party in his state. It 
is an indication of support for his 
party Now. that support, how do you 
translate it We have 303 wards in 
Borno okay. And we have 24 local 
governments in the state. 303 individu­
als who want to be councillors will 
contest against t K,or «ODonenl 

And likewise, the 24 locai chairmen. They will be selec
J -----------their merit by their constituencies
;2?KBu,,hrouah^i?t,en20"^ Suppose, and I hope the ine zoning? jeHn?1 proce$s? sweeps the 303 councillorship and 24 verse « 
e is ft aI1 fhQ*Uhe national chairmanship posts, how is that a re- ceive ....executive put flection of the support the people of at another level altogethei 

Borno State have for say Alhaji level that you are trying to 
Mohammed Adamu who is an SDP thing to. PFN. PSP. bla bla 
stalwart and who is seeking the pres- A‘ level of ideas wt 
<-4«nrv It is irrelevant. Alhaji Moham- i - »

fiu did not go and tell all t 
ates in the state that ‘elect ’ 

this man and you are supporting my • 
candidacy' So what is the relevance 
of whaf you are saying and where is 

of2<$vJust go back to (be question 
of intra-parly squabbles.A: What happened in Abuja on 24th 
and 25th of July was a convention of 
the party which was held to elect the 
leadership of the party The first impli­
cation is that it was an ir>*ra-Darty a 
family affair within the par., nitely, there are people who were 
contesting against each other for the 

i various posts at the election And each 
-‘estant had minimally 44 people 

who were saying this man is the best 
candidate for tms post which he sought 
That is the democratic process, with 
contending interests, contending 
•Heas By the time convention dele- 
D t their votes and votes are 

...There's no crisis in the SDP 

W; I

lomun-fain, ‘ ,
com/XH...,,, ,„„fa lhe various t
Itto <nmtuunna?P^f*1mtlnn, „ ,

if a
Io be given u„. "growl
« result <‘f may!be as
tbm it Is sm.. loosMeratluns,
erncy. don't of.lemo-

l>arty membership J “ lm‘l>le. the

A Bui that Is Drertt„, lying Io do DetSly wh<« we are 
the day. a candia„< Y m lhe end ot 
our Presidential candw"1. ernerHe as 
candidate will con? . a 6 And that 
By the lime he emarc Jrom one s,ate 
well say that that m ? v?u can very 
Io that state. But Ihrm^s ?een “ned 
Who does the Zonlnf ahwhal 
executive’ is it an ...together al the lour ,lej!8culive Pul 
iewlj/what °°nemmenl end'wSid Mohanu.

1 believe the io hal “ lhe ,Kue And med Adamu ' 

!SiT1KSv2madOn,O,hSArRC 
deshe to^ldln^ Ormular Involves a 

candidate who should bea 

i^e&Ve^ 
say what you want exactly ’ 
mg who. to say whoever it is 
come from so. so piac- 
saying is we want to from wherever in the'country Who 
are u.oy, mwv ,,, - • _
5®. ™en look *bose people and 
then decide, through the process of 
SioulcMt)elecMons and so on who 11 

Q. U e bad thought the outcome of the 
local government elections will de­
cide on which area that candidate 
emerges from.
A: Let us get this thing c 
government election is to in) Hut your party 
taking it as if it is.
As Well. I am the national chairman RE 
of lhe party And I can assure you. we 
never envisaged the local government 
election as a referendum by the party 
on where the presidential candidate 
should ;come from The local govern­
ment councillors will fight the elections 
on the basis of constituency issues What 
is the relevance of that to the Presiden- 

people trill claim that "if
I can deliver my area to the party 
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y this is the 
,»ar the Bag 

system 
ision tc 

r. know- 
s let him 

ice What we are 
> know who it is

n wherever in the country wnu contestant naa 
they, those who say they want to were saying 

cl tniS t



rate that 
becracks

As I 
only

I have usurped Peop’- 
forget that the constitutive 
parties were dratted by civil 
no have just undergone the

lional that I have to apprc 
policies and actions of th( 
Q: U ill you say

I coiiragement of
I as seen within the two new political 
I parties, if spread across the nation's 
I politics will prevent yel another corn- 
[ inn of the army to power?__________
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and address them. And I did The di­
rection of their deliberations was en­
tirely pointing towards this, we are 
moving in that direction. And if one 
wants to drag down to the level in 
which you want us to discuss it, in that 

• meeting, there were people who used 
to be PSP and there were people who 
used to be PFN. It was indistinguisha­
ble who was what, they are now talk­
ing SDP. They are now planning 
strategies for the local government 
election.
Q; Could ne then interpre 
meeting to mean mending thi

resultingfrom the controversial elec­
tion of the party's national secretary? 

A: What cracks are there over the sec 
retaryship of the party?

Cracks wide enough to eHeit a 
court action

A: That is between two individuals.
Q: Hut the two individuals with 
their supporters are Contesting a 
party post, it is not Anielo and the 
other Osiekeon their own but groups 
within the SDP.

A: But they are contesting the party 
post in their own personal capacity 
For an SDP post Well, the Issue didn't 
arise at that weekend meeting 
have said they discussed 

government elec-

_____
front your assessment oj the present 
political rein, the politicians 0J 
today have learnt the lesson of t^ 
past and are now better than thou 
of the First and Second Republics} 
A: I am sure we are all different ir 
our perception and in our environ 
ment than what we were a week ago 
That is value judgement If we are talk­
ing of the negative tendencies ol 
which government has not tired ot re­
minding us, of which the press is not 
tired of reminding us, if you are talking 
of those negative tendencies, then 1 
will say we are also Nigerians A 
member of my national executive, 1 
think is well beyond his 60s Newbreed 
Is a political term It is not an actual 
description of age We are all Nige­
rians We lived through the tribulations 
of the First Republic, the military inter­
regnum, the Second Republic and the 
present military intervention We must 
have learnt something This is how na­
tions and political cultures are 
evolved The same process applies to 
human beings The tendency surely 
must be to avoid whatever that is 
negative in our political life of the past 
Commit ourselves to a new beginning 
Q: We presume you were intheStati 
House during the Obasanjo era ami 
you were part ofthe team supervising 
the military disengagement of the 
period. Comparing the transition 
then and that of the on-going prog 
raninie. which one would you see as 
better managed'!'

4.- The transition programme of the 
Obasanjo regime was drawn up in the 
light of the realities of the moment The 
transition programme of the Baban- 
gida administration took off from there 
to date Now the lessons of not only 
the formulation of the programme but 
its implementation and its practical? 
sation by the constitution and I take it 
that as a result of all this Don t forget 
that the President was a member ot 
the Supreme Military Council that de­
signed the Obasanjo regime's transi 
lion programme He was very much 
part of the system Not only part ol 
the regime, but of the succeeding civi­
lian regime, he was a high ranking 
army officer and he was working 
under them. So, I think that is it. You 
cannot now then ask whether what 
was done 11 years ago was better 
than what is being done now It is not 
the same thing that is done It is not 
the same time they are done. And it 

is not the same purpose that is sup­
posed to be addressed.
Q: Left to you. which would you pre- 
fer-a one-party system, or two-part) 
or multi-party system? Do you think 
the present parly system will solve the 
nation s socio-political problems?

A: If I haven't such hope, I wouldn't 
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with it So that one. A.- In fact that is the culture I want to 
of the associations. I make enduring and a permanent fea­

ture in the operations of the SDP Yes 
certainly, the executive, local govern­
ment and state and national execu­
tive members of the SDP In the five 
Eastern Stales held a meeting in 

us a victor as a party and that is what Calabar and they invited me to come 
.V . .. )Cess ..............................................................................................................................

much

Kingibe anybody can aspire

And I am hying ' 
goes At the level • 
have made it clear that whether we 
like it or not. they are no more existing 
The contention ot ideas, even if they 
do not exist. I will deliberately encour­
age them Because that is what makes 
us a victor as a par"; “1 '
strengthens the democratic proc 
Q. Does thfit mean that the . 
publicised criseswithin the SDP have 
nothing to do with hang overs from 
the PSP/PFP days? Many observers 
think that is the root of most of the 
crises.

A.- I want you to know that SDP is a 
newly formed party Though it consists 
of individuals who have their various 
political histories, the antecedents are 
nol dated to the PSP and PFN alone. 
There was UPN/NPN, NPP. PRP, GNPP. 
and also NPC/AG and NCNC. But I 
want you to know that there is no crisis 
in SDP And there will never be consid­
erations on sharing of positions along 
the PSP/PFN line because majority of 
the party members are people who 
did not belong to PFN or PSP In fact, 
in a months time, you will never 
hear of these two defunct groups SDP 
is a party in which individuals decide 
on their own to join for effective polit­
ical participation So the issue of 
groupings does nol arise. I wonder if 
you people find any problem within 
the NRC like you do with the SDP 
Q; So how would you react to allega­
tion that the office of the SDP chair­
man appears to have taken too many 
of the powers of the party secretary ? 

A 1 don t know what that allegation is sup­
posed to mean But I believe people 
should have their facts before coming 
to conclusions Let those saying such 
things get the first cons tilulion and the 
amended one for comparison and 
show me which of the powers of the 
secretary I have usurped People 
should nol forget that the constitutions 
of the two pc-*---------- ------------
servantswhc _______ c
civil service reforms And the civil ser 
vice reforms stipulate that the perma­
nent secretary is no longer the chief 
accounting officer Rather, the minis-

I ter is the chief executive officer who is 
accountable for all the decisions of the 
ministry So now the chairman of the 
party is the chief executive officer ac­
countable and responsible for the de­
cisions and actions ot the parties. So if 
I am the chief executive, isn't it ra- 

rove of major 
le party'’ 

')• that deliberate en- have said they 
of conflict resolution strategies for local 

tion
Q: Against the background of the 
conflict resolution mechanism you 
have just mentioned, will you say

are contests 
r own pen 
post Well, 
it we-’-



Jaby

\f BABIES OC**® W, 
Ask V* Tfa pgst-

>y and 
find a way

Vaseline
BABY RANGE 

-Qentle skin care for 
mother and child.

Vaseline
BABY RANGE

Babies have such delicate skin, they need the 
most gentle body care If they could talk, 
they'd ask for the best - The Vaseline® Bi 

ange-
Vaselme® Baby Oil protects baby’s tender 
skm and scalp

• Vaseline® Baby Lotion cleanses and 
moisturizes baby’s delicate skin

• Vaseline® Baby Powder, made from natural 
talc, keeps baby dry and fresh

• And Vaselme® Perfume Baby Jelly in a baby 
fresh fragrance, sweetly prevents nappy 
rash

Use Vaseline® Baby Range everyday 
although your baby can't talk, he II fi 
to say, "Thank you"



l

-

 T

s o
S ilhiiSi MhiPai 
IKHlOhi

p.)lIkXlL



14 1990

Politics & Policy

irlicipat-
I 1 am 
jcause 
<-"j the 

io! be

process I am 
ting the SDP 
any election

vou said he is the justice 
was cn'.y interpreting tl.e

Pago 13

1 do not { 
in which 
frankly 
with lei 
the transition 
party system 
courage 
no to it

1 government actions 
decision.
jys I was in 
ot think it is ht

second-.gut
there

islion was 
il a place 
whether

i govern 
lelptui lor 

jess positions 
re You can dis-

in- <i ----------------
^It ctl at the i(... .. 1 !,',aildllt be tn- 
Q: Ubat is yotlr'f , ;‘:a- 
dfmilitarisation abr,,it the recent
crttlRorernliH‘iit'<n(i, ,s ol lhe fetl' 
put paid to the anth;f\"l‘ tbtnk 11 iril1 
(Hers wishing to fiou °fsomesol- 
goit’ritnient ti itij takc avet'
A Quite frankly n : CY<use'' 
thing to me or to th! esn ’ mean any’ 
this exercise recentlv un°HCes.S whether 
undertaken or not ^undertaken was 
involved in is strenatho E

puhUe' " /‘Mini: third Re-

fnrminn people v/ho will be per-
Xh£!Ler,ain funct>ons in the state, 
ac are runnin9 government
tj_P_r dR n ’ °r they are inning par­
ties or whatever You know once the 
democratic spirit has taken deep root 
and achieved good reception in the 
minds and souls and hearts ot the 
people, it will endure It is not some­
thing you can legislate

But don't 
construct something to be the tact on 
the basis cl insinuations It doesn t help 
Q: Hut judging from the statement of 
the Justice Minister on the fire year 
jail term awaiting coveners of such 
conference, one could rightly i(e- 
dace that he teas speaking for the 

pos government.
And A: 1 thought 

minister He

was the end ot the matter And what 
they wanted to do and were they 
going to organise the conference or 
were they not. is their pre' ’ 
problem ol any invited p 
such conference But wh 
unaccepta 
change ol 
gamsers to still 
lhe newsp'-1 
including tl 
raised the 
called par 
‘participants' 
were suppe 
even alter t 
dence0

So even the claim, ol the organisers 
that 50 individuals ana organisations 
and so on are participating, going by 
lhe criterion in which we are now por 
trayed as participating casts doubt 
And it was important to insist to indi­
cate. that we are not participating 
Our decision not to participate was not 
taken by an individual it was taker, 
by the national executive cl the party 
II was the party position And the party 
position, these who were party to the 
decision not to participate must be 
wondering where ever they were 
how come when we had decided not 
to particieate the party is now being 
advertised as participating0 So the re­
cord had to be put straight But we dia 
our duly and our responsibility

Now the conference was not 
stopped by SDP It was stopped by 
government 1 understood although 
as one kept reading the back ground 
to this it was the proprietors ot the 
venue who denied the venue being 
made available and the proprietors 
gave some reasons which were tech­
nical The matter o! availability ot light 
and this and that and so on It is a 
question ot your judgement as to 
whose version is correct I am not 
aware ot the government statement 
which said the conference should not 
proceed 'We stopped it’ I am not 
aware ot it 
(J: Hut several 
pointed to this . 
A; I retuse alway 
ment and I do not 
people to 
when the tacts are tl 
pule the tacts

Q; If you had a choice, would you 
bare preferred a two-party system or 
a one-party or multi party system?

1 think you are talking to someone 
who is involved 1 can assure you that 
' J get involved in ary process

i 1 don't believe And quite 
{ that is my bone of contention 

lew people who do not accept 
programme or the two- 
They ought fo have the 

je ol their conviction and say 
. They should not be parti: 

ing and complain it is not right 
involved 1 am participating bee 
I believe in it 1 can assure you 
moment I don t believe it. I will no1 
participating
(J.- Your party has just said that it will 
create more states, if there is de­
mand for such...
A: (Cuts in) 1 think the ques 
on something about people ot ar 
where lhe creation ot states v.>> 
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o That means you not only believe 
on the two-party system but also sub­
scribe to the concept of federalism as 
it currently is?
A: Absolutely 1 subscribe to me tea 
eral structure and 1 subscribe to the 
three-tier system of government and I 
do not think that the answer to 
ameliorating any perceived 
shortcoming at any ot tne levels is to 
abolish it But it is to improve it 
(): You have repeatedly said you be- 
Uere in the democratic system. And 
that national dialogue and consen­
sus are central to the sustenance oj 
the democratic system. Will you then 
say the recent official action on the 
national conference organised to 
discuss the national question is in 
line with the tenets of democracy." 
A; First and this is really my concern, 
is the position ot the SDP The organis­
ers ot the national conference wrote 
officially to lhe SDP inviting the party 
to participate SDP wrote officially to 
lhe organisers ot the conference in­
forming them that we are not in a 
ilion Io participate at the moment 
as far as the SDP was concerned that

■roblem or the 
participant to 

rhat we found 
table was that after that ex- 
A correspondence tor the or- 

' T proceed to publish in 
spapers the list of participants, 
g the SDP That, to us even 

e question the other so 
irticipants. were they also 

m lhe same way as we 
josed to be still participating 
• the exchange ot correspon-

ive couldn't attend national Conference

Pa^X O u desired by the people 
5FmeS“e >U>s.obeCreated And. 

me process ol creating new states are 
hZre We will follow those processes 
was surprised that somebody was re­

ported recently as saying that states 
should be abolished and that we 
should have a two tier system of gov 
eminent - Federal and Local Gov- 
ornmenl Iwasverysurpnsedbecause 
reportedly the person who made that 
suggestion, it it is true men u is surpns 
ma coming Horn somebody who has 
held very high government positions 
before he was chiel ol intelligence 
and so on 1 am surprised that the very 
elementary concept oi administration 
might escape such a man I don t 
know

that



an

infill'

I

-

rir:

discussed the issue 
presidency...So anya gree-

the
i:,l

you /dfl 
»rr/WA/nx

Ing that
----------- affairs of

1 am the national chairman

just 
tere. I u OH­

'S Slid 
Hut Ibc

Q- i 
you 
poll 
A: Well. \ 
ion I can assure you that I sc

K

I form our state branches, and our local 
government branches and our ward 
branches as appropriate They are the 
people who run the SDP They are the

I people who will take responsibility for

! I £?•• You hare not answered the que. 
= I tian or rather you answered it lik, 
2 | the politician that you are.

I A: Please what is the question, i warn 
to answer the question
Q. The question is how much influ-

Pago 14

‘'Immediately after the con­
vention, I made all the ap­
propriate contacts with my 
principal opponent (Moham­
med Arzika) and we both 
have taken the verdict of the 
people. I know that he is liv­
ing with it. "

the matters before us and we take de- ment, understanding or as- 
. sumptions about where the

candidate 
should come from has never 
been made"

‘‘I will be very happy to wel­
come Chief Olu Falae to the 
SDP. I know that he will make 
tremendous contributions to 
the development of the party 
— that is if he applies to be 
a member. I am not aware of 
this."

nur^c UC’ ---- — ----------------
cisions on the matter before us And J 

S±**
their executive meetings, they don’t 
say ’well this disqualified politician in­
structed me to now sit down and tell 

rc.v- you that in this party we must do this 
ikf and we now say oh if it is master who 

said so, we will do it' No, no
Q: Now. tell us about yourself. W e do 
no! want things that you included In 
your curriculum vitae to •<eek‘ elec-

number of delegates They voted me 
into office and they voted other mem­
bers of the executive into their various 

I capacities, the delegates of the na­
tional convention. We have had about 

I five to six national executive meeting 
I And at the SDP executive I sit wiln 
about 36 members of the national 
executive, we meet, we deliberate on

Or some other thingst 
tr party men or women. Sol 

•night from the heart.
n. We have been talking for 
hour, tell me about me

(Cuts in): You sound articulate, ' 
u’re slippery, and as sincere as a I 
litician.can be.

you are entitled to your opln- 
—-----n assure you that I see' mysell
differently. And each perception is 
valid including those who think I am 
awful. I am terrible, I am inexpert-' 
enced. that I make mistakes right left 
and centre, I am insincere, I dm stupid. 
I am this and that It is valid for them 
It is their assessment And I accept H 
all as part of the normal human judge­
ment. I will like people to see me as 
they find me And I cannot dispute 
anybody ’s judgement There are fads 
which I will dispute. If somebody said. 
I am 60 years old. No, I will tell them 
no, I am 45 If somebody said I don't 
have a school certificate. I will tell 
them no, I have a university education 

If somebody said that I am not a 
man of integrity. I will tell him I am 
In fact, it is my biggest asset. That I 
have worked and exposed myself in 
all situations, and at no point will any

...I am not slippery

S SSXSSSSB

of iriy colleagues, whether we got on 
or we didn't get on, the one thing they 
cannot say is that Anbassador Kingibe 
when he was this and that did this and 

. BVC. .‘..at which tended to impunge his in-
' ’t zz_‘ tegrity No But I have also heard from

a fnend. in fact it was my wife, they 
were discussing and somebody who 
did not know she is my wife started 
telling them about how 1 am stinking 
rich. How I have stolen so much, how 
I have bank account in Switzerland 
and this and that

At the end of the day his basis was 
that I was an ambassador, I was a per­
manent secretary, therefore. You
know that sort of accusation I don't 
bother to argue them In fact, she 
didn't bother to reply It's jusi 
that she happened to bethi 
der hole many other place 
judgements are being made, 
proof of it is hoir ire fare.

_________ o______
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ui my not answering your question 
and your not being satisfied with the 
answer I have answered your ques­
tion And quite frankly I should have 
also satisfied you because 1 have told 
you for a start that these names of dis­
qualified politicians that you have 
mentioned are no members of my 
party. They are disqualified And I do 
not see how someone who is not a 
member of the party, who does not go 
to»ward congress meetings, who does 
not attend executive meetings of the 
party at any level. I don't know what 
influence you are talking about that 
they have on the party

Q: But it is not everytime you 
the Justice minister interpreting lb 
lau- when government is notagains 
something, (laughter). Anyway, there 
have been statements about the sup­
port given to the SDP by some old 
politicians like Chief Nzeribe. Gen­
eral Yar’Adua, like the PPA gover­
nors.
A: (Cuts in) Continued, who are the 
PPA governors. Alhaji Rimi. He was the 
PPA governors’
Q: Chief Jim \tvobodo, Solomon Lar. 
Alhaji Jakattde etcetera. Hou much 
influence do these people have on the 
party and its executives?

I A.- You see. why 1 was encouraging 
you to go ahead and mention names 
is that I was hoping that you would 
mention the name of an individual 
that is a member of our party You are 
mentioning people who are not even 
members of the SDP. And sayir 
they have had hand in the at, 
the SDP I am the national cl.«.,„.Wi, 
of the SDP I was voted by 1,572 dele­
gates at the national convention. And 
other people. Alhaji Arzika who con­
tested against me was voted by a

£?•• They hare absolutely no 
race?
A.- On the party’ No They have no 
influence on me If they have influence 
on any member of our executive, then 
they have influence on individuals 
And when these individuals come to



donewe

game deter- 
The

e’re moving 
towards anarchy

We have not been able to achieve 
political stability, in 30 years of Indepen­
dence, we have had more than eight 
governments. Eight governments in 30 
years! This Is an average life span of 21/2 
years.

There are serious prot 
verge on the national 
must be equal opportune 
rians. We must look for th; 
tent 
ily i 
a

— Walter OFonagoro 
Publisher, ex-DG, ATA

)blems and they 
question There 

uties for all Nige- 
for the most compe- 

I person to run Nigeria Not necessar- 
the most competent person of 

particular tribe of the 
country The most acceptable I refused 
to believe that Nigerians are entrapped 
In the bigotry of tribalism, sectionalism 
and religious intolerance My own ex­
perience in public service shows that 
Nigerians across the board recognise 
achievement and talent, if a man Is cap-
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here is one thing 
we have 
achieved That is 
we have been 
able to 
Nigeriamse the 

administration of Nigeria at all levels In 
30 years of independence, we are now 
In a position to send our people out to 
go and assist other nations less fortunate 
than ourselves (Technical Aid Corps)

But In Nigerlanising everything in the 
country, we have also Introduced certain 
Nigerian habits that are not very good 
And that is the habit of indiscipline That 
Is part of what we did wrong.

Nigeria of today is no longer Nigeria 
of 1960 Nigeria was more peaceful and 
better governed In 1960 than today. 
There was more equity, more justice than 
today If you went to court, you expected 
to receive justice There was more faith 
in law and order than it is today Today 
people are just taking laws- into their 
hands. People do not believe their right 
can be protected any more They want 
to do the protection themselves. In fact, 
we are projecting towards anarchy It 
was not there before.
What have 
wrong?

able of being the chief of Army Staff, 
don't deny him because he doesn't 
come from a tribe or a particular section 
of the country if a man is qualified to be 
vice chancellor do not frustrate him be­
cause you think his tribe will dominate
your own If a man is better than you on 
a job. why do you need to go and lobby 
and throw him out when you your 
self know you are Incapable of handling 
the position

We had people who wont positions 
but who are fully aware that they < 
incompetent and incapable of fulfill 
the conditions. But they want to s‘~;  
the Chairs and let the people who are

are 
Hing 

stay on 
vho are 

competent ten them what to do After all
people under him will do the work. All 
he needs to do is sit and entertain his 
friends. We cannot go forward under this 
circumstance Nigeria was not run that 
way during colonial times. Britain is not 
run under that tradition America. Ger­
many, India. China are not run that way 
When Nigerians go outside the country, 
they become first class managers be­
cause there, the conditions are right. But 
when you want to make 'mar, 
the place Then Nigeria will go behind 
and start looking for how tomanoeuvre 
to survive The rule of the 
mines the performance

must get back to rectitude. Put back the 
standard in public life And leave moral 
rearmament and ethical re-orientation 
to the church. Put back internationally 
recognised concepts of good 
and bad. right and wrong And failure 
and success, don't be partial and impar­
tial, we should begin to concentrate on 
the capability to perform. The little we' 
have achieved is the ability of our colo­
nial masters and our fathers to inculcate 
the spirit of competitiveness and 
achievement When I got my interna­
tional passort. the number was 5202. And 
for us to go abroad then was a big thing 
We were then travelling there to beat 
those who have benefitted from the nur- 
turings and civilisations and prove that 
Africa was capable of being the highest. 
Only to come back home and destroy 
the standards. Through ethnic 
chauvinism, religious bigotry and 
through simple dishonesty That Is why m 
1983 we couldn't resolve the arithmetic 
problem of % of 19

I think it is gooa we are doing a stock 
taking because by the time we are 
celebrating 50 years of independence.

_ without solving these problems there will 
wgomago' in be few people living in this country, who 
ill go behind want to be Nigerians. The few with op­

portunities would flee And the masses 
will take over Ana the French and Rus- 

country sign revolutions will be child's play
Pago 15



Together again
The world holds its breath as the dizzying rush

u By Mackson Onyejei

\
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GERMAN

| Germany Is now over 60 per cent lhe pace °< EEC Ir
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towards German unification culminates in the 
re-creation of Europe’s most powerful nation.

There's joy and bliss. But there’s also I 
apprehension and fear of a blitz.

4
. I

Helmut Kohl. . Breaking barriers 
economic size of Japan and over i 
per cent that ot United States Her pi 
capita GDP swells to 15.912 dolla 
against America's 21.018 dollars, an 
Japan's 22.879 dollars Also, her e; 
ports chest out to 430 billion dolla 

per against Japans 413 billion an 
duct America’s 624 billion dollars

Experts project that a control ot ovi 
22 per cent of the economy of the Wes 
ern hemisphere by a united German 
gives her great leverage over all go’ 
ernments that spread from the Ura 
to Celtic seas Meanwhile, the ne’ 
Germany has stalled France s dreai 
of strengthening its currency, the Iran 
in the EEC Deutschemark is to a] 
predate In fact the unification ot Ge 
many has temporanly attenuated ti 

integration procfess Pol

he seen*
tone unifi^uwi a vi od ■ 
many were emotional 
Alter over 45 years. Ger­
mans who had professed 
communism m the East 

and those who chanted capitalism in j. ’ 
the West, threw away ideologies to 
embrace each other hugging peck­
ing. kissing and crying tor joy on each 
others shoulders Nothing else mat­
tered. just oneness, happiness and 
overwhelming excitement, manifest m 
fire-works, neon lignts cnurch bells, 
singing, dancing and picnicking

Everything happened so soon and 
too fast, leaving Europe uneasy Mar­
garet Thatcher. Bntish Prime Minister 
wornes over the emerging economic 
force of Germany, she also yells about 
insecurity no doubt by way ot hang­
over from the atrocities of Hitler's Third 
Reich. President Mikhail Gorbachev of 
USSR called on the United Nations to 
think of giving veto rights to a united 
Germany. Thatcher screams disap­
proval Edward Heath. Britain s one­
time Prime Minister had said tne unifi­
cation was not going to happen Gor­
bachev himselt haa said if would fruc­
tify in 1995

German unification bears a lot of 
prize some are sheer bliss some are 
sheer blithe The bliss is on the pros­
pects of Germany dominating the EEC 
economy West Germany alone, with 
19 per cent of the entire European 
community population, over 22 re­
cent of the gross domestic produ._i 
(GDP) and over 31 per cent of the ex­
ports. is already the most formidable 
economy in entire Europe Add that 
of East Germany, in spite of all its 
troubles, and the giant becomes a col­
ossus

A united Germany also tilts the bal­
ance of global econometrics Its 78 5 
million population is not up to that of 
US or USSR but it belittles France's 56

“T
® here are a thousand million Mus­

lims in the world, and it only takes one 
to murder Rushdie"
~ London-based Islamic scholar Mahse
Ruthven c
lations won t a ■... uence on
author Salman Rusnaii

“\M u
v 1/ c have to conduct our internal re­

lations like other nations conduct in­
ternational relations'.
— Yugoslavian politician Kosts Cavoski la­
menting • ' • . .alnes
«f

HI women want to engage in combat, 
let them. A number ol them will come 
back dead. But what a scenario if 
others come back impregnated by the 
enemy"
— Spanish correspondent Dominic Portoraro 
on US women soldiers m the Gulf 
tint

lluot a single one approves ot the 
women soldiers. Everyone is sure they 
are here to provide sex for the service­
men or. worse, to steal our husband ’. 
—Saudi wab anb aut a Rr Dish Marr iou

u v e II eat American fliers who fall 
from the skies... No, we won't eat them, 
we'll feed them to the dogs”.

I — Iraqi Information Minister LatilJassim on the
I fate that awaits US oorreer pitots

“E^ time Saddam Hussein
sneezes, the (oil) market reacts ". ________ _____

I —American busmessman TonyLentmiongat- milion and Britain's 57 milion Besides 
lopmq oil pricei **■--------- - ---------------
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I take 
>n dob

’ For 
wish

ilicies
.trong 

any 
ible

fcoj Q Bush, Gorbacheu Giu,n9 

and nw<S,ConpmicEurope, 

nari»<U blithe I^an Unll>cation is not 
&s'°nthei®^en‘ ‘n the dis- 
lh Os nallsalion Veb of development, 
he two coUn. 0 and sophistication of 

est Would bn S Th® opulence of the 
crte and en<=>r expended to resusci- 
P^YoltheS?15® ‘he pallous eco- 
‘o sinicture E<S n ccordln9,o ®xperts’ 
market systerJ, 7®rmany into .the tree 
known nothmX° , •e West which it had 
Hitler came? about slnce 1933 when 
same enerm . p°wer will take the 
German tro7n»Ktook ,o build up Wes‘

For over hi he 111105 °‘World War 11 
mans han 9®nerations East Ger- 
rewards wh haT^ nor€ 
"“nstnite dn d w°rk -w< 
invest ana, 40s™»”«' 
Meinhard 
Institute tor

•The

way to

r\r\ ore scaring signals are 
emerging earlier, proponents 

U \J U of the unification said it would 
take only two or three years to raise 
East Germany to the standards ot the 
West Now they tear it might 
.about 10 years, cost up to a trilliqr
THE SUNDAY MAGAZINE, OCTOBER 14. 1990

maintaining NATO forces on German 
soil Francois Mitterrand French Pres­
ident. has already concluded that ‘it 

, would be inappropriate for French 
soldiers to remain in Germany' “ 
now. American defence officials ’ 
to see a military alliance in which 
European governments have greater 
responsibility but European decision­
makers argue against an in­
stitutionalised political and military al­
liance Soviet—US rapproachment has 
further waned the fears that hitherto 
strengthened NATO now leaving 
some ‘Atlanticists' regreting that the 
end of the cold war has weakened 
US—European ties

Last year. Mitterrand and other EEC 
heads ot government pleaded with 
Kohl to go slow on the unification But 
he felt Germans wanted to unite, and 
rather hastened the process The only 
way to counter German hegemony in 
the Western hemphere. the leaders 
reasoned was to speed up the inte­
gration of EEC

However. Helmut Kohl, the first 
Chancellor of a united Germany has 
repeatedly assured that Germany 
would neither threaten nor upset 
world peace He has promised to 
prune German forces from 667.000 to- 
370.000. and stall the production of 
atomic, biological and chemical 

i weapons as well as contribute 10 bill 
I ton deutschemarks to enhance 

economic reconstruction of East Ger-
• many and the Soviet Union
1 With the actualisation ot German 
t unification last week, the face ot ot the 
t geo-politics of Europe would willy- 

nilly be determined by the pol:
: and diplomacy ot a united str 

Germany A prospect that tills mar 
non-Germans with understandab 
dread

tn Bonn, ha5 oemore. ol that tigure 
least twice “ many East Germans

Worse ii exists And the govern- 
socialism sli‘‘" t0 be nrm to contain 
ment wo'?ldJ a situation which some 
Ibis mind-se , nllkely io stir social
analystssav West and Easl Ger- 
unresl Both > Gennan lakes more 
S^ioasung on seasoned wines, in 
Bonn and In_Ber m economlc hurdles 

NeVe£S do not belie her as- 
belore ^, and political stature, 
lute mihtacv (he releyance O1 
which Stig ^stern mtiuary alliance 

equated about the political and mint-
------ West Ger Th®“Shi ot a united Germany and 

® 40s were willing to save aiY 1S capable of doing, is
work like slaves', laments what sne over Europe especially 
Miegel. director of Bonn’s spr|* the Netherlands. Poland 

or Social and Econ°mic Re- ^^ong European Jews 
rhe spirit in the East Germans ana an w JS more than a scare 
3s easilv and hanniiv as dos- h las Ridley the former trade 

minister expressed the panic when he 
likened the unllicallon to the resurrec- 

,’jon of the fascist Third Reich, and 
added that global peace and security 
were threatened by the agreements 
between Helmut Kohl and Mikhail 
Gorbachev on a united Germany 
Though Thatcher removed him lor 
embarrassing her government, both 
herself and those out ot government 
are panicking and whinning about 
Germans The widespread assump­
tion is that Ridley only spoke in public 
what many Batons think in secret

Kohl-Gorbachev agreements have 
illogicalised the justification lor still

mans 
Invest 
Mein^ 
Institute
?♦???, * bpint m the East Germans 
sib°e. e as eaW and happily as pos-

West Germans would also suffer 
sudden structural adjustment in their 
style The East Germans are said to be 
unprepared ‘Alter living apart for 45 
years' says one new nation-builder in 
Bonn. ‘West Germans and East Ger­
mans are almost as different as Ger­
mans and Russians'

juated 
Ger- 

, to save 
_______ laments 

}gel. director of Bonn’s 
cial <
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son m high- 
noon traffic

and
Ikoyi.

si

turned out to be 
bearing the President's 
son

chip off the old block

ranger loth 
j Salon at 19 
5-one bate

Fame is shy a girl. 
.4 Lagos driverfound 
this true when a car 
which ran into hint

By Izuagle Umogbai
4 Mubo Okosun

he sun could Iry an ome- 
lette on the sidewalk. The 
oon-day traffic was at its 
lading best. Placid-look­

drivers behaved like 
iporary racing drivers 
jedinto their veil

- ■ .............................................................. .................

-—71

nooi 
snc<ii 
mg 
temj 

Adrenalin surge 
squeezed Into „  . 
kissed each other's bumpers, thumped physique 
angrily on their steering wheels. They is a chip 
all seemed in a mighty hurry to keep 
their business appointments, but the 
sweltering sun and maddening traffic 
wouldn't let them

Welcome then to the magic 
madness of Awolowo Road. 11 . 
Lagos To the uninitiated, it is the 
proverbial street paved with gold It 
is strictly for the affluent and well-con­
nected From Whizz-kid industrialists, 
bankers, military big-wigs to globe­
trotting busmess men Awolowo Road, 
is also home to blue-chip merchant 
banks, exclusive eateries, glittering 
shopping malls swanky intenor de­
corators and swinging barbing salons 

It was from one of those avant- 
garde salons that a dark, straj 
young man emerged on Tu

___________  3
September 25, 1990 Clad in a fka 
length, snow-white kaftan, he com 
well pass for another rich kid on th 
block. But his complement of cads 
screamed power and privilege E 
also carried that famous face az 
sported that special spring to his steps 

Check out his credentials Mohan 
med Babangida is the first son of th 

 ins They nation's No 1 couple He combines th 
tight lanes, teasingly soft dark looks of the mother with th 
□r'chiimnan: thiimnpd of htS father What yOU tlOV

„ « ^..ip Of the old block A strange 
to many Nigerians

Mohammed is not a stre 
staffers of Unique Barbing S 
Awolowo Road. Ikoyi No- 
an eyelid when he sauntered in for h 
usual hair cut He was also on appoln 
ment After a quick haircut, he entere 
into plain Peugeot 504 salon car wit 
registration number. LA 9053 AM Ic 
the journey home Home happens! 
be Dodan Barracks, just five minute 
drive through Okotie Eboh or Ribad 
Roads Since he was not behind tt- 
wheels he left that decision to his aide 
cum-dnver

Traffic was 
nerves were fre 
pressing

now at a standst 
rayed from constat 
akes and clulche



his point home, the Asian's

■riH2!2£2_Road..'.n,
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r to run into 
registration

before
sleek.
rang
and

Jryone
i when

■ __

ments came in from all fronts. First on 
the scene was a white Peugeot saloon 
car with registration number 15 FGN 
97 It earned two guys who struck the 
pose ot security men. One wore a blue 
ill-fitting suit with a red/gold lapel pin. 
the other donned a white kaftan, and 
a hat.

The guy in blue started to gull 
Mohammed s aide. He later hopped 
behind the 'bashed' car and ordered 
the driver to move. This order was ig­
nored. Soon after, a new batch of 
aides arnved in another 504 car reg­
istration LA 412 AP Their suits looked 
like damp towels draped on the back 
of chairs to dry. They hung loosely on 
their bodies However, these did not 
delay their swiftness

They had started operating t 
alighting from their cars Like____
professional! gun-men they spranc 
into action They looked mean 
acted the part. They grilled evei 
present But they spoke in Hausa ’ 
conversing----
how. i 
hit sic

T---
unty guys discussed among^'hern- 
selves what they could do to him They 
asked him to open his boot and they 
proceeded to panel beat it with their 
bare hands "No be im be dot.* one of 
them chided the driver, apparently re­
ferring to his earlier belligerent post­
ure

Two other military police personnel 
also happened by the scene for a 
mopping-up operation' The driver by 
now was at his wits end. he was a bro­
ken man *1 no know O If to say he tell 
me who him be I for give am road.* 
he said repeatedly. The sleek 
operators finally gave the exit signal

The transformation was dramatic. 
He literally leapt into his car and 
zoomed off like a mad man Even an 
escaped convict with a car couldn't 
have broken his record. Soon enough, 
the agents dispersed leaving the 
crowd clapping their hands m wonder 
and Awolowo Road returned to its 

traffic jar —i wnen . '
ig among themselves Some- _> , a,rL.

• 'he driver whose car had been aen'- *w‘ 
.. .nought he was hit started to get the import of the n,hpr 
"k. So he quickly drama So. he decided to keep mum 
blocked Moham- Hls Asian boss, who had been quiet 
itely Meanwhile. aU along picked up the baton 
ired bemused by The security aides ignored "----

iply reclined in and asked Mohammed io climb i 
on his chin and driver's seat of his official car 
Looking at his 
would have

fored them 
, ------ climb into the— ..ur s seat of hls official car Traffic 

ha?ho°lh dkecllons was stopped so 
?? he could drive home safely He 
^smdQkoUeBbohway.whTasec 
ve!X S2^'10 >»“> h>m to pre-

jents disj 
lapping t 
WO1OWG 
im
from Mohammed, the Presi- 

t. Ibrahim Babangida has three 
other children Aishat. Aminu and 
Halimat . Mohammed has been 
schooling in Switzerland before he 
was recalled back to the country He 
is said to be a keen sportsman with a 
fond interest for athletics, tennis and 
golf He is also known to behave im- 
peccably at public occasions

A source told TSM that he was sur­
prised at his humility when he ran 
into Mohammed at Lagos Polo Club 
in Ikoyi recently Except for the aides- 
who followed him everywhere, he 
usually looked relaxed and friendly

Mohammed's driver, a dark, slight fel­
low signalled his intention to join the 
stream of cars. He studied the flow of 
traffic for a few minutes and spotted 
a slight opening for his car. He eased 
the car into the road only ‘ 
another saloon car with r 
number LA 6875 AP.

There was an angry dent where 
both cars collided But Mohammed's 
car was the less affected Worst hit was 
the car bearing an Aslan and driven 
i?v a Ni0erian drlver The right side 

f the boot was slightly crushed. Like 
° true Lagosian who would never run 
Slav from a fight, the driver sprang 
aw'z his car and started raining Invec- 
Son Mohammed’s driver

r drive hls point home, the Asian's 
. r almost yanked off the door of 

df*Smmed's car In rich pidgin he 
M°na -you de craze? You no see 
sc^Na how you go dey drive like

The driver who also sported 
that? j^aitan started to mumble his 
a wnii© * But he made no move to 
apoloO instead, he tned to reverse 
com0 °(ore inspecting the damage 
*eC ranting driver thoug- -- 

oapun alasl lnck ?° 
trying car and bloc 
endear complete’" 

sssgSS..
his 50(31me door Lookint 
eli?°W ance one ____
coun'0ll hls involvement with the ac- 
cidS1', tagosians. they had gathered 
c‘Tn*5' L ^er pass UP any °PP°rtumty 

they n®Hown The driver was about 
for d shv°me car door oil He was that 
1 vank two guys have smashed 

ad Th h they are for Irom looking .. ^fidrd^l he was going to show 
h ner H \hoves and the number ot 

rpl Tne t have made Moham 
’P® mod JJnfortable He reached for 

pd talking into a walkie-tal- 
5tarte H1S call lor heip was 

an0 n tne c aide whQ grabbed 1he 
^aited ^ikie 'rorn him He sP°ke 
nd* ie taM The driver was unim 

aid'V ‘because he continued his 
rdP^ed- time more vociferously

Pr®vlin0 l"ed now. decided to leave 

th® ne19 d hls hands on the root ot 
pi11 oiacea Belted out a lull throaty 
fl® car ^onwhlle. word had clrcu 
tf®-n M na the mob as to hls Identity 
lOd®. ar”o™ered driver seemed dep.

vital tntormatlon He was 
”1 tor a brawl But the crowd 

riveucmn?,he ureworks.
s|l11lied *?an t have lo waM lor another 

d ,«s petore Mohammed s dis- 
T rhi® al was answered Reinforce-



Kayode Adeleye, Okada's PRM confers with/ Igbinedion. Executive Director at the lunchec

Vanguard's Tony

1

Continued on next Page
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Are you an elite’ Then, don’t shy 
away irom that tag / Aiteraii, mere is 
a magazine dedicated to your in­
terests. The high-brow journal will

Like father like son For years 
he's been m his lather's shadow As 
Femi Anikulapo Kuh amply de-
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Okosun and
Okonedo

They all re-affirmed that 
Kayode is still one of the boys

One of the 
: boys
‘ Thebackslappingandnbcrack- 

ing jokes were infectious The con­
vivial atmosphere suggested that 
it was a reunion of old friends — 
albeit scattered in varied aspects 
of the communications industry

Kayode Adeleye. the new Public 
Relations Manager of Okada Air­
lines is no stranger to the media 
world Afterall. he held down one 
of the most interesting personality 
slots on LTV 8 before the bug of 
Public Relations caught him

To toast his new job and his old 
friends m the media, he had a 
luncheon party two Thursdays 
ago at Kitchen Restaurant in 
Lagos

They included Dele Alake. 
Editor Sunday Concord, Richard 
and MEE Mofe-Damijo, Gboyega

Okegbenro. Prime People's Editor. 
Dele Momodu, Classique's Editor. 
Segun Babatope, Concord's Edito­
rial Board member, TSM's Mubo
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versityaeariy 
•rsity of Benin 
-ill mb minds 

he.state of.their 
nesting place is 
notarial at 146A 
,y Ikeja. Lagos

the assoSaflon's 
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Population Commission (NPC 
peeled to play the same role 
The fund raising proper will hold in 
Calabar later in the year

As nasty and wacky as they've 
rays wanted to be-Charly Boy and 
iy Di As tar as the duo can tell, 
•ling. it seems will put asunder what 
> been joined together Struting on 
■je at the Unity Concert last week, 
'as tun tor Lagos tans watching the 

twosome do what they know best - tel­
ling dirty jokes, party jokes that can 
singe a church goer’s soul But don't 
be deceived by their weird attires It's 
all part ot the show biz stuff

juhle on 27th

r.gxoup.

I__________ _________Unical goes 
iap in hand
ll you missed lhe launching ol the 

Mandators new, album here's 
another chance- ol watching them 
perform live. Also throw in Charly Bov Ksisas-'es-
education and technological re- 
™?hnnre|b?' h°U“ lclen"ly voursell with Unical s Endowment Fund Dinner

They are noised to host society s 
Fnd°rLW??.K 'A H°lel Ek° Mendle" » Fnday. 12th October 1990 For N500

te 'iealed ,o 'oPolass lash 
5.“'™slc exciuisile food and

? 5 more you e°n help the 
lo year-old university revive its aban- 
□oned projects

Florence ita-Giwa. Chief Executive 
ot florebet is organising the N100 mil­
lion Endowment Fund dinner in Lagos 
She is the Chairperson of the Search

Vou’we either got it or not. Style, that is These women have it. t-torence Uu-Gttea
Jennifer Madike. Franca Afegbua They always twinkle like stars in the sky, theu i.t tip 
Mandator s'album launching recently

Committee Other volunteers include
Franca Afegbua and Jennifer 
Madike The show starts at 7pm while
Shehu Musa. Chairman of National
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Ben-Gay...nothing to lose but pain |
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sprains and pains They have now 
been offered a respite from their ex­
cruciating condition by Pfizer Products

A new stainless ointment

I
’99 s carnival
■ for kids

and dr™leasl on appetising snacks A week of 
shopping magic

ft specialised fair kicks off In 
■ ■ December on Allen Avenue - 
that glittering street In Lagos where 
shops compete m terms ot sophistica 
tlon and style. Window shops will be 
adorned to reflect the unique glow o! 
that season

Emeka Obasi. ex-Classique is the 
brain behind the fair.

He is the President of Cameo Adven­
tures which Is bringing out such musi­
cians as Sunny Ade. Shina Peters and 
Onyeka Onwenu to entertain through- 
the week-long fair.

According to i
to Allen are already clamounr 
included in the pr 
more details next

I Accoroing 10 Janet Imolame Mar wa,ched them en

mat celebrations like birthdays ' celebrating 
controlled environment Kids.shesoPomes in “ • 

TeXST^TX’ry make new ln or ^gsway Fast Foods all
• Obasi, streets adjacent | 
eady clamouring to be 
» oroject. Watch out for

1 week.

stable ot pharmaceutical products is 
being touted as the new wonder drug 
Ben-Gay will take the sting out of ar­
thritis, waist pain, backache and other 
crippling ailments

It is uniquely different from other 
balms already in the market, because 
of its greaseless nature and swift ac-

Biggs... taking the pain out parties _____________

< \ew Cfaodtict
I ?n-Gay banishes 

pain

tlon It also removes redness and re­
duces swelling instantly

Sports enthusiasts suffering from stiff 
Joints, elderly people who have en­
dured years of rheumatic pain, chil­
dren with sprained ankle from active 
pursuits can rub in Ben-Gay and gel 
on with their Ilves

Already, an aggressive marketing 
and sales strategy has been laid on'to 
ensure that Ben-Gay becomes a prime 
product They include an advertising 
blitz in the press, radio and television 
Special retail outlets have been ear­
marked for direct sales and advice to 
consumers.

The new product comes in a colour­
ful packaging that will endear poten­
tial clients It Is presented in two distinct 
packs of 35gm (standard) and 85gm 
(economy) These sizes sell for N14 60 
and N24 80 respectively

had come for t 
matched them er-

By Mubo Okosun

will welcome this lalesUf! ^

ot kids bashes Jhe preparation* S mvat at3&«™»»«-

you can sit back or dance mS?9^ bonoed a.nd nat,Y fusers They 
jihe kids, rest assured thal
providing the fun meone is

I According to Janel Imolamc * ■
..edly Other kids who 
r take-away packs 
JQviously 
he fact is as easy as 

nave been thinking of 
your sibling's birthday
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— Antistheness

— Charles Simmons
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jerian men lor 
A ot the drug

THE pure and simple truth is rarely pure 
and never simple.

THE best way to stop smoking is to carry 
wet matches

ed to 
were 
s The 
10 50 
otned 
order

in. 
ifuCiUS

urself if you 
;rs.

Sreund^" 
to survive

Honesty pay: 
pay enough to Sv

int's authority for crime 
>e excuse for failure.

— Ambrose Bierce

FlRST find the man in your 
will inspire manliness in other..

— Amos Brouson A/cott.

I CAN resist anything except temptation.
— Oscar Wilde

DIPLOMAT is a pers< 
you to go to Hell in such 
actually look forward to the

— Baltasar Gratian 
UnCALLED-FOR excuses are practical 
confessions.

I
I. 

i £

Fro- 
leboV° j university 
mi« (the book.

Dest.NY: A tyrar 
and a fool’s excuse

Exaggeration is a department of 
lying.

DIPLOMACY is to do and say the nas­
tiest things in the nicest way.

— Isaac Goldberg

ays, but it doesn't seem to 
suit some people.

— Kin Hubbard 
BEFORE you consult your fancy, con­
sult your purse.

(^REG Obi must be sleeping soundly! 
now, alter his hectic marriage cere-l| 
mony yesteTcTay with Joan Akujobi in 
Lagos We wish the lovely couple 
truly happy married life.

rson who can tell 
i a way that you 

5 trip.
— Anonymous

Observe your enemies, for they first j. 
find our faults.

I
— Benjamin Franklin I

— Oscar Wilde l 
y15 ^and^hartered SOMETIMES silence is not golden - just || 

ia,elloVt°n Washtn- - Anonymous j
Association.

He who wishes to secure the good of I 
others has already secured his own

— Coni

/lirt/rda.M
Ken Saro-Wtu*1- Mjerele
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1
teacher ne Nigeria- c°

■

°-Sx^-onAU'1 General oiu ------

Si-— _ 
El£rw^S?o.a.nhde 
^feX^nco-bysenesBas, 

and Company payo Duylle

Director ol the w

SmMXr ™ P°Wer °
o’ 54. on Friday and author

onalism.■— --------------

Muslims lor 
ba* did not saiq°<?k rn°R

g • 'I1® thing

a

I ^LEASED: Nine Pr Se the 

^»^^ehS?«Oes . 5ri"S.'.x‘«rs:1£;E 
Sigis- ■—-ere suspected to be Wn two *“? 
^pusaT^ot^iQht^pq'i,^*^Xitu^^ 

uv&s m Wuhan to^1Y5®d al? SJ.

RECALLEt' More than ... 
beet meant lor joran«».000cans ol 
otter local health otilc?A?n re|ugees 
determined that they ,n Kuwait 
human consumption Ti® no’ •# tor 
noted that the beel a aw o<I1aal
was lull ot hair ylu ,r°m the EEC. 
HUNGRY Iraqi soldiers h™ 
the Kuwaiti zoo. killing mn 8 slormed

larger predators Qrp ’nd’cate thal 
streets A child was saTd the
killed by a lion a ,o have been 
ARRESTED- 3q officers of iha n

,S»X^ 
° " Kbute-Meta. Lagos
He said that the otter, which is ol a 
newly completed building, was 
meant to ameliorate the hardships 
they were lacing due to their displace- 
meat.
ARRIVED. Over 7,000 Nigerian re­
fugees from Liberia. They arrived 
aboard a Nigerian vessel River Maji- 
dun and were taken to rehabilitation 
camps established by the National Re­
lief Committee 
ARRESTED: Two Nige 
being in possession 
cocaine The drugs worth N3 million 
were seized when policemen acting 
on a tip off raided the Martins Street 
area ot Lagos Island Thirty other sus­
pects were arrested at the scene oi the 
arrest_____________________ _
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Who says there 
isn't cause tor 
celebration'’

One, Nig­
eria as an en­
tity is 30 Two. 

it's a beauti­
ful day.

Three, you have a 
long weekend 
holiday to catch 

up on your 
favourite 

books, mo­
vies. parties, 

etc
Break loose in 
these snazzy 

'sputties', they 
are as adap­
table as they 
are magical 

Remember 
there's 

magic in 
the air!
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ick of new 
) pre-empt 
" nart g»

ostiHty

________________ ...

last January, Decree 1 ot 1990 has tum­
bled from one bout ot controversy ' 
another, in the process socked where 
It really hurts. Many informed interests, 
nettled by the perceived presumption 
ot that piece ot legislation, are up in 
arms, intent on knocking the CAMD 
out oi kelter. So hot has been the heck­
ling, so harsh the bashing, that every­
body expects something to give Espe­
cially with the turn CAMD — bashing 
appears to be taking

•The Companies and Allied Matters 
Decree' rasps J AA Adebayo. a char­
tered accountant, (is an) indictment ot 
the Nigerian business community. II is

ByChudi Okoye
aybe it shouldn't an assault on the honour and integrity 
have been made ot (accountants)'
the first decree ot What seems to rankle the account- 
1990. Perhaps It was 
a mistake to havz

effected so funda­
mental a law in the first month ot the 
20th century Or how else is one to ex­
plain the howl ot reaction dogging
1990's very first law, the Companies 
and Allied Matters Decree (CAMD)?

Ever since it wore on the garb ot law

ot (ac 
Whc

ant most is certain insinuations in the 
lave decree, borne out in its section 359( 2). 

‘ That section, though hushed now by 
protestations from 1CAN. is understood 
to imply that the hallowed vouchings 
ol audit practitioners may no longer 
suffice to validate financial statements 
put out by companies Only the addi­
tion of a lawyer's testimony, section

Criticism of the 
. patties’ Decree 

grows even 
more strident 

359(2) appears to insist, would confer 
the final stamp of validity on such 
statements

This new provision should indeed 
shock any self-respecting auditor. For 
it implies that his word, hitherto held 
In high regard, can no longer be 
trusted. The unspoken suspicion, says 
Adebayo, Is one which sees auditors 
in collusion with businessmen for de­
signs of dubious nature, like tax eva­
sion. It is on account of this suspicion, 
he adds, that formulators of CAMD 
went out of their way to strew tn all 
manner ol provisions meant Io make 
cheating more difficult.

Indeed there's quite a pac 
provisions In CAMD As if to pre-emp 
any sleight-of-hand on the part of 
those running a company, drafters of 
the new company law and had 
thought up a long list ot checks. Some 
ol these checks are in the form of dis­
closure requirements which com­
panies are henceforth to provide in 
their annual reports. The new law on 
disclosure, both in depth and breath 
of information it obliges companies to 
reveal, is by far more exacting than 
whatever obtained before now New 
items have been marked out lor dis­
closure, for instance, directors' emolu­
ments. Some others, already on the 
disclosure list, have had their scope 
broadened, for example tax, turnover 
and profits The sheer volume of work 
which must go into complying with the 
new law is enough to raise the hackles 
of those on whom the onus falls

The new company law, grumbles 
Anthony Anl, a former president of 
ICAN, is ’overdetailed. unwieldy and 
dogmatic' And to J A Adebayo. it is 
an ’awe-inspiring document' which 
requires a whole book in the name of 
annual report! Both men, not without 
a touch of cynicism, raise questions 
about the ability ol monitoring au­
thorities themselves to marshall 
enough resources to ensure com-
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director ot operations at me 
ileal Committee on Privatisation

genous 
equity)

worried 
_____ on the estab- 
branches Says Paul

bcmks
i.i

>blems.
ang. in
At the

icture ot 
se prob- 
1 selt-m-

jhty
ly gone to town 
inch expansion

ting In a tew 
I ot indigenous 
amped except 
ik. Wema Bank

ana director ot operation 
Technical Committee on Privu. 
and Commercialisation, the pic 
their future is ’very misty These 
lems are both external and 
llicted

Many bankers are 
about CBN's insistence^ 
nshment ot rural brane.. 
Ogwuma. Union Bank s helmsman lor 
11 years 'the authorities have to de­
cide whether it is wise to force indigen­
ous banks Io establish rural branches 
which are unprofitable especially i 
this can contribute to bank failure Not 
all bankers however consider corn-

XXiul being lorced to. Nigerian

problem of indigenous 
il Paul Ogwuma. in a re­

moment ol candour, says the 
lay not be as stark as 
Hieve because m the 

provision for secret re- 
imething banks put aside lor 
iay) some banks employ the 
>ad and doubtful debt to 

create some kind of secret reserve Re­
vealing as mis may seem it can only 
prove cold comfort. Especially in 
light of J O Onon s reminaer mat by 
international standards, any bank 
with ‘classified assets' exceeding 100 
per cent ol shareholders’ funds is al­
ready a ‘problem bank'

It was a similar range of prot 
notes Onon that brought banki 

■ the '50s. buckling at the knee > 
time, banks, in a fit ot fligl 
nationalism, had really g< 
with lending and bran^..
Continued on next Page

thwat?
ne bright mid-summer 
morning in 1929, an 
unusual ' thing 
happened A group ot 
young West African 
businessmen in Lon­

don gathered bits and pieces ot a 
British bank they had acquired and 
sei sail for Lagos Weeks later, they 
berthed and set up shop lor Nigeria's 
first indigenous bank That heady act 
of self-assertion would later £ 
snappy when the group's baby. I 
dustnal and Commercial Bank flou 
dered in 1930 But the young, zestful 
businessmen had spun the wheel ol 
history For. not long alter their fated 
endeavour a rash of indigenous 
banks sprouted on Nigeria's finan­
cial landscape Throughout the '30s 
and "40s. nationalists and 
businessmen, alike driven by the diz­
zying impulse of economic 
nationalism, plunged head-first into 
the business of banking. Nothing could 
stop them, nothing at all could staunch 
their wild enthusiasms Until the bank 
crash of the early ’50s

The crash was devastatl 
years, the entire battery 
banks went bust All slumped except 
the three (National Bank. Wema Bank 
and ACB) lucky enough to get a 
lifeline from their attentive regional 
governments But for those three. 
Nigeria's first journey into indigenous 
banking would have come unstuck 

Today however, thanks to the insis­
tent tug of indigenisation. reality is far 
removed from that dismal antece­
dent More than 100 banks are now in 
saddle, majority ot them of firm local 
ownership By year end in 1989 42 or 
58 3 per cent of 72 operating commer­
cial and merchant banks were indi- 

(i e. without any foreign 
Indigenous banks also ac-
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banks may never go rural. He believes 
that if properly organised, rural bank­
ing can indeed be profitable.

A major problem laced by indigen­
ous banks is inadequacy ol capital A 
report put out recently by the National 
Deposit Insurance Corporation. NDIC. 
reveals that as at the end ol 1989. 
seven banks, declared to be in distress, 
opeated far below solvency level, 
having had a "negative adjusted’ 
sharehoiaers tunds ol N763m. 
Twenty-seven banks were so under 
capitalized that they would require 
the injection ot a staggering N1 248 

’billion, the lump ol which would be 
gobbled by the distressed seven In 
fact, as NDIC reports. 23 banks were 
unable to meet the statutory paid-up 
capital ot N20m lor commercial banks 
and N12m for merchant banks

Along with persistent insider fraud, 
the most prickly problem indigenous 
banks are grappling with is huge 
backlog ol bad and doubtful debts. In 
1989. 50 commercial banks reported 
losses due to fraud of nearly N105m 
li tms baggies the mina what about 
losses'due to bad debt? NDIC says that 
due to "halfhearted* efforts at loan re­
covery ‘classified assets’ (well bad 
aebts; ot an 62 banks surveyed 
amounted to. wait for it, N9 4 billion. 
This represented 280 per cent ol 
shareholders’ fund (1440 7 percent for 
the distressea seven), and 64 3 per 
cent of total loans and advances given 
by these banks In more basic terms 
this means that for every N1 invested 
by shareholders N2 80 was iost to bad 
debt It also means that for every N1 
loan given. 64 kobo may never be re­
covered And to think that this problem 
arose mostly oecause oi careless lend­
ing

The debt
banks is real 
freshing
debt problem me 
NDIC makes bel 
absence of
serves (.son 
the rainy de 
ruse ot ’be

counted lor 79 6 per cent ol total com­
mercial bank, and 84.9 per cent ot 
merchant bank equity

Preponderance in number is not all 
there is Operational orientation Is 
light years away Irom what had been 
he case No longer are Nigerian 
banks nxated as belore. with what 
Green O Nwankwo. UBN s prolessor 
chairman, calls -established or­
thodoxies and conventional wttdoms

Deregulation has generatd new 
exigencies which demand more re- 

,ve banking. Such it is that the 
tanking sector Is now aflame with ’new 
nSducts repackaging ol traditional 
products product realignment, inten- X marketing and public relations. 
aroX'XhasXXcXfe 

byriheWspeXnckXrS r“u°Xast yea® 

Zeven alter adiusting lor inflation) it 
would seem Nigerian banks have gof

—
Problems abound While some 

banks seem well on course, quite a 
lew are still skidding. In tact such are 
the travails of indigenous banks that, 
in the view ol JO Onoh. a prolessor
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Urtcter threat

>ected with a decree 
luce many changes 
-----’-pling the de-

grealesl issue ol concern 
is been the Corporate Al-

A: That is to be expt 
that seeks to introduce many chans 
Q. Is controversy crippling the 
cree° Why the delay in take off? 
A Government is trying to synthesize 
all the views so far expressed into one 
single document. We're almost ready.

A: Make your own deduction. There's 
a difference between a decree being 
promulgated and it being opera­
tional Besides, an amending decree 
can always be drawn up.

A: As long as a company remains 
healthy the CAC will not interfere. Only 
the guilty are afraid.

1; There is no vacuum whatsoever. 
The Companies Registry is still func- 
uoning. Nobody has gone there with­
out achieving his purpose.

| .I! is improper lor anybody to af- 
iege^ that there was any kind of haste

I ■.- v.r! acout it m a mosi meticulous 
I manner From the law Reform Com­
mission through a workshop and a 

j high-calibre consultative Assembly, to 
i (he Justice Ministry, and then the 
! .\FRC. The whole process took over 
.wo years, and it is still on.

all wrong. Formulators of CAMD. he 
says have imported into ration^ 
economics the egalitarian precepts oi 
political democracy' And in doing this 
have given too much power ol control 
to the CAC over company affairs. ‘In 
an era other countries are loosening 
bureaucratic red-tape." Damcida 
sighs. *we seem to be tightening it. This 
is not good lor the growth ol commer-| 
cial enterprise"

George Etomi. a legal practitioner 
shares Damcida s misgivings. "The 
rate at which power is abused in this 
country*, he warns, makes the CAC an 
unattractive proposition While con­
ceding the desirability ol. a 
mechanism to protect small sharehol­
ders. especially in public companies. 
Etomi says the CAC appears to have 
been hewed to control these com­
panies And this, he thinks, may dis­
courage big-time investors

HastheCompar------wa­
ters Decree ended 
J A. Adebayo think 
this surprising 
genius that we 
cree ‘The wc° 
scolts, ‘is like

Then too there had been problems ot 
low capital base, bad management 
and stealing Is one to conclude then 
that another crash is imminent0

Experts are at variance on this 
Where J O Onoh sees a ‘very misty" 
future for indigenous banks 
Nwankwo s crystal ball reveals some­
thing “very bright and rosy" Nwankwo 
believes that in spite oi their torrent of 
troubles, indigenous banks are not in 
danger ol coilapse His reason their 
problems are not general, neither are 
they as glaring as in the nery fifties 
A central bank acting as lender of last 
resort now exists as does a deposit in 
surance corporation as conlidence- 
booster for the saving public

In spite ot his optimism however. 
Nwankwo concedes "this does not 
mean that bank failure is not possible 
or even desirable It is A properly 
managed bank failure he says, may' 
serve to make banks sit up He there­
fore admonishes monetary authorities 
to retrain from propping up collapsing 
banks. They should be left to die natur- ' 
ally

Question now is with several banks 
tottering on the precipice which 
should be made the scapegoat0 

________________ Q_
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inies and Allied Mat- 
d up subverting itseii? 
iks it has And he finds .

<r.g considering the legal 
went into drafting that de­

way of lawyers". Adebayo 
ike the peace of God- .it 

passes all understanding!" p

pliance with these requirements.
Bitter concern has equally been ex-

• pressed in regard to the ungodly
' • .-.mehCAMDspredecessor.
* the Companies Act ot 1968. was 

shunted aside Decree 1 (1990) pur-
1 ports an immediate repeal of that Act 
I and an instant scrapping ol organs by 

which provisions of the Act were en­
forced One such organ, the Com­
panies Registry, had been responsible 
lor Company' incorporation, business 
registration and sundry company — 
related matters. Under Decree I of 
1990 its lunctions fall on the lap ol a 
Corporate Affairs Commission. CAC, 
which has much more inclusive pow­
ers Going stnctly by the books, the 
Companies Registry ceased to exist 

, from the moment CAMD came into ef­
fect. which was last January 2. Yet in 
fhe nine months since then, its succes­
sor CAC is yet to be pul in place This 
hasty despatch of the i 968 Act. without 

, any thought to allow for d transition 
period has. in J A Adebayo's view, 
created a palpable vacuum' which 
leaves everyone in an uncomfortable

I position 
i By far the ( 
: m CAMD has

. xcept for a few occasions of 
I explanation. Bola Ajibola's 

Justice Ministry has remained 
lanic.ly mute in the face of all the con- 

I troversy the companies decree has 
' raked Up TSM lned ,o 9e,.th® nunis- 

. n-j i.en ic some ot the issuesob­
servers are raising.

Justice Minister Ajibola himself was 
not available but a senior ministry of- 
•icial w io is quite close to the minister 
was on hand

A: Why the outcry? Do they w 
their companies like secret 
Mark you. the FG didn't add much to 
the draft The business community it­
self. through the Consultative Assem­
bly. put it all there to protect anybody.

_____________________________________________________;
fairs Commission itself Many observers member oi many boards, feels this b 
are irked by the sheer breadth of 
elbow room given tne commission Ib­
rahim Damcida. chairman ot Nige­
rian—American Merchant Bank, says

organ like the CAC smarks ot *vin- 
diveness, viciousness and sadism 

against the rich and the successful' Ils 
creation, he concedes, may have 
been made necessary by need to pro­
tect small shareholders in a company 
But it would appear, according to 
Damcida. that formulators of CAMD 
had been carried away, hence their 
creation of a virtual monster

Company history in Nigeria is re­
plete with board-shareholder dispute 
In many such disputes the board, with 
its greater resources, had often come 
out triumphant. It happens however 
that these boards are in most cases 
dominated by holders of the largest 
shares. Which means that their 
triumph is actually the triumph of the 
preferences ol the big shareholders. 
Decree 1 (1990) imbues its foremost 
organ. CAC. with powers to intervene, 
when necessary, in company affairs 
to ensure that, justice is upheld at all 
times, that no one is mistreated on ac­
count of the smallness ot his holding

Ibrahim Damcida. himself a



Royco

Another quality product trom Lover Brott

Fo/"Wt resist!
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Enhances the natural flavour 
in your cooking

To prepare delicious heart warming meals your family can’t 
resist, you need the right ingredients and New Royco. 
Royco brings out the natural flavour in yourftVounte 
dishes everytime. And with your kind of special cooking no 
one can resist the temptation
Cook everyday with Royco and watch your family eat to 
your heart's delight
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Sheer 
delightin 
every bite
Check out the Chocolatey taste of real fun in 
Cadbury's Dash - the big Chocolate snack. 
Bite softly, chew slowly and relish the real cream 
that fills the mouth with an extraordinary flavour. 
And lights you up all over with a perfect sweet 
sensation.
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Chief Omolayole [left] shares a joke with Special Guest. Chief Olu
Falae at the lecture J
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sal 
Mini 
were not tUWIM

He only expl 
got up to mal 
which he re-iqn 
the Nigt 
his sharj 
treatise 
panieS*___ wail4U
icaliy elected ague

didn I wan 
for heaven

. mill as he showered praises on his former 
boss. To show that he was no mere

-javOld Pralse singer, he dug deep into the , , • uael Of,tJ resources ot his company Singafnque MlCW tired bV (Roo’ln0) Engineers Limited to span-
is bO>'O‘- * sor this years lecture Runsewe's 

dream had really come true, because 
,or ,hree years, he had been begging you & the AIESEC executive to give his com

ctudeiltS °J Pany (reputedly the third largest in theSiuav/ inaHdgetUeUt' business) the honour to sponsor a lec

the cen,,f„?itsesin- Described as’a celebration of man

agerial excellence' by Adekanye.Omolqyoie ^ay. he c have ancl as "a man who draws you to him-
1 gers but on he wou bs of self through his manners and actions'

chosen to run.frorn the me by Awak Esslen Michael OmOiayole
been able o shot at him e dressed in a simple light blue agbada.

>n’otthenSS‘en ‘heNa Khand centre Thed* e sln- sal quietly beside former Finance 

«?n°'-onFeaSn'OX9datc'u,he 

' the m.r— aers e ae re-ignited the auditorium of

Terlan Institute of Bankers with 
irp edged wits and well-aimed 

on the need to keep com- 
boards stable with democrat- 

1 ‘ _o..e minds

They say that e\ 
after while the gc~- 
with their bones Olumi”1 
Runsewe. who. in the « 
was the brand mana? 
Lever Brothers during 
Omolayole could not c<

By ochereome

hen Q

Omolayole because Qe h°hour IL 
me international eOarg ° ^mber "

Nigena Limited he hQrt Ver Brothers 
immensely to the train,^On’ributed 
veiopment ot manager Qhd de- 
the association s mernbe * prac“ces ot

According to Awqr
tional President ot the a J‘en- ’he Na- 
lecture senes are meant i?a,,On- ’he 
contribution to »uir n‘ A”'— 
course of the nation The 10 
sed a great upsurge in tho w 
cf the importance and ® Rareness 
0! management to the °phis,,ca’>on 
Nigena especially ln lh_ ®c°nomy of 
industrial and capital ma vncullural’ 
No executive of anv rkel sec’ors 
could claim to be the S1?.r9an,Za’ion 
™dom in management a .lPnn9 01 
Therefore AIESEC ll;ro,'h“urces 
num Omolayole Manog® 
lures aimed to brinn Lec’
executives ot progressive her ,OP 
ganuahons to shaie^a^’  ̂
ences right in the presenra n’ 
01 economics and managemenUro'5 

x^;Mh'nx^ownhoa-

ule to the country s economic growth 
meaningfully This year s lecture ti- 
tied Survival Options for SmalhMedium 
Enterprises m Nigena", delivered by 
Femi Adekanye Chief Executive of 
Commerce Bank Limited, is the latest 
ot distinguished sessions ot which O 
Osunkeye ot Food Specialities. 
Hayford AJile of the Nigerian Stock Ex­
change Michael Balogun ot the First 
City Merchant Bank. Oluwole 
Adeosun ol NAL Merchant Bank and 
Ernest Shonekan of UAC Nigena. have 
participated in. since its inception in 
1985 _____________________________ C

THE SUNDAY MAGAZINE. OCTOBER 14. 1990

,”ole maybe wary ot praise sin- Don

«. on this day. he could have 
i !o run. but he would not have 
rble to hide from the barbs ot 
. that were shot at him from the 
ht and centre The ditterence is 
are. While village praise sin- 

>rs work at puffing up the ego so that 
•ra will fly. board room praise sin­

gers end up humbling the subject the 
rtiore They are only reading out facts 
and figures • oviis tha* men do live 

good are interred
luyiwa Odunmyi 
e mid 1970's
tger ot Vim in 
j the reign of 
contain himself
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Mike Okri...Warri chieftain?
By Izuagie Umogbal

Tony Okoroji...glamour boy
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----------- -1.W4UC Expectancy 
?red with awe This was induced 
presence of the camera man 

2te with blinding kleig lights It 
being m one ot those

iplete with a 
He came to 

>per whole place 
bout “

queen, was   
shorts with top ■ round to weanng 

It was ouli 
about hair st 
and Lad- 
leaning iv 
as it Chai 
competing

nassed lor a 
hadn't got 

>e ot hair style 
igh Talking 
j Charley Boy 
~ rivalled the 

ight. it was 
wile were

I tempei 
by the . 
complet 
was like being ... 
Holywood shows where each ol the 
arriving stars was bathed with the spot 
lights and confetti

The effervescent ushers ana usheret 
tes gave one the impression that he 
was the long awaited one The Com­
fort Okoronkwo-led team almost

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ■ 

lawned on everybody_______________the excess he chose to wrap around
The show started oil at about 9 30 himself) For a top he had on a black 

pm with a performance by the Grand jacket of the same material, he then 
Boys, the in-house entertainment crowned it all with a black also ot the 
group performing to the delight of the same material with a scarf around it 
audience. New glamour people were brought

They married the song 'Mileshin.' in|O the fold that night Tony Okoroji 
made popular by the Temptations the PMAN President led the play. Also 
with beaulilully choreographed inducted with him were Funmi Ajila. 
dance steps After this came the 'Guv- the two plump Ibru girls. Glona and 
nor'oftheclub.KenCaleb-Olumhense Eileen Chuka Momah and Jennifer 
in his Priests Habit complete with a Madukwe of Biotnca made the pre­
stole Chassuble and all He came to sentations
start the show The proper whole place Alter this, the Gold Card was pre- 
had a carnival air about it sented to the Kuboyes. Tunde and

It was the Glamour Boys ol Nigeria's pran Kuboye Richard Mote-Damijo 
—1 one could see enchanting ~

reflected in everything 
 • ■ with 

gay people To start 
ur Boys of Nigeria and

3 girls (for there were girls among 
sm) had chosen to wear shorts as

i sign ot identification for that night.
"here were long shorts, abbreviated 

’ Shorts, and slim shorts 
3isonality ot the wearer was re- 
1 in his choice of shorts Omasan 

auty 
rdire: 

crowned this off with an 
scarf ot some strange 

Fred Amata of Rip­
ping what could 
nr of long Johns.

it and one could see enchanting and Florence Ita-Giwa made the pre- 
mour reflected in everything SQntation They also had caught the 
und Nlteshilt was packed with carnjval spirit and throughout the pre- 

boisterous and gay people To start senfation. Richard played the part of 
with, the Glamour Boys ot Nigeria and a true cavalier The whole evening 
the girls (for there were girls among was an onion with each new layer
them) had chosen to wear shorts as coming out juicier than the former, 
a sign ot identification lor that night. The anthem of the Glamour Boysi o 
There were long shorts, abbreviated Nigeria was sung by Mike uk . 
shorts baggy shorts, and slim shorts Wunmi Abodenn and some oin 
The personality of the wearer was re- Okn was weanng a shinny Y®**®^. S. 
fleeted in his choice ol shorts Omasan He could easily have pa 
Buwa. the ex-beauty queen, was Warri chieftain, only they 
wearing a pair of adire shorts with top ■ round to wearing his type 
to match, she crowned this off with an It was outrageously hi? 
exotic’looking scarf ol some strange about hair styles, the ones < 
cotton material Fred Amata of Rip- and Lady Di were sporting ri’ 
pies' lame was weanng what could leaning tower ot Pisa in hei{ 
safely be called a pair ol long Johns, as if Charley Boy and his \ 
they were that long competing for the ceiling

Segun Joseph s shorts were perhaps The glamour night, judging from the
the most flamboyant and the most attendance was a success One would 
outrageous ol them all His was a pair only hope that the next glamour night 
ol black skirt-like shorts (another pair would start on time and improve on 
of shorts could have been made from their first outing O

lamour boys
• if “Bp with Eves

I was tagged the night of fun. j 
thrills and fibs. We saw the fun. 
we saw the thrills, but there • 
were no fibs to be found 
From the gate, the first impres- 

j sion one got was something 
. akin to what you get when you step 
j into an enchanter's home Expectancy



_mLo she

whom muc R "

is given

^n-r3bok^e...beuer life fo,

r Of 
>m-

Ibrahim 
have 

respon- 
he de- 
federal

ence to renditions fmm the 
H was all dainty steps. ... 
ing and body swerving

But when Christy Essien-Igbokwe
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ivr ■
Remember 'Give me a chance' 

which is akin to a call for Nigerians, 
then konkoma'. and Nigeria kwenu’ 
In all these Essien Igbokwe and her 
band demonstrated the rich culture of 
Nigeria and the agility of the musician 
who after four issues is still able to go 
the whole hog Talk about energy sap­
ping acrobatic dance step, she gave 
all she got

She also had 'Omo mi seun rare, 
is a woman and Ranti O' the lady of 
songs preached the importance of 
motherhood and the fact that Nige­
rians of all classes are products of the 
women folk It was like a mirror of the 
'better life for women development 
Igbokwe also reached out to the chil­
dren in ‘See the children coming' (an 
adaptation from her yet to be re­
leased album) However. Essien Ig­
bokwe did not fail to remind Nigerians 
that it after 30 years the citizens have 
noi learnt to live m unity with each 
other then all hope might have been 

ist that was her message in 
„c .lave you ever loved'.

But the most important achievement 
of the independence celebration was 
the ability to reflect the Nlgenanness 
in the songs and beats. The audience 
were so thrilled by this pot-pourri that 
they yelled for more even after the 
leader of the band had indicated the I 

. . > at about 4.00 am.
......... _ fans trooped back 

. home in the morning, they could not 
' but give kudos to Shell for putting back 

some of what it has taken from Nige- 
’ nan oil wells through entertainment.

By Yusuph Olaniyonu 
he President,

, Babangida, must 
been shifting 
siblllties when 
elded that the ____

government will celebrate 
the 30th indeoendence anniversary 
on a low key And the tacit implication 
of that resolve must be for those indi­
viduals and corporate bodies who 
have benelitted from the nation’s in­
dependence to rise up to the occasion 
and give the much that is expected of 
them.

So. at the serene water-side city 
Port Harcourt. Shell Petroleum Cor.. 
pany decided to call friends and well- 
wishers alike together to celebrate the 
Independence anniversary amidst 
music, food and varieties of entertain­
ment . So. the last day of September 
to the morning of October 1 st saw Shell 
welcoming ‘the celebrants who ar­
rived safely" to its spacious, superbly 
designed (achitecturally) club at 
Rumuokoroshe in Port Harcourt with 
flags, bounties and annivers ary lights 

The two days helped to relieve men 
and women fully saturated with the 
problems and tensions of getting oil to 
jhe world market As they giggled 
and mimed music from the Soul train 
orchestra led by ever-green lady of 
music. Christy Igbokwe and the 
Oriental Brothers band led by Sir War­
rior. it was obvious they needed that 
change ol scene.

Rumuokoroshe was adorned with 
the best textile materials ranging from 
George, Shivon lace materials, the na­
tive Aso-Oke, linen, voile and- 
tie-dye (Kampala) materials The 
varied costume of the guests gave the 
ceremony a true national outlook 

From the moment James Iroha 
(a.k.a Gringory) of Masquerade 
drama series started oft the ceremony 
with his 'rib-breaking' gists, the night 
promised moments ol exhilarating ex­
periences

Christian Okoene. the President of 
the Shell Club had in his opening 
speech made the usual stock taking 
ol the nation’s travails in the last 30 
years and concluded that several mis­
takes had been made in the past Just 
as several positive steps had been 
taken He therefore called for a sober 
reflection on the next 30 years of our 
independence

Okoene's submission probably sets 
the tone tor the performances of the 
two invited bands Sir Warrior, a vete 
ran musician took his urbane audi 

... ■ • and 

waist wnggl-

Shell Petroleum
celebrated 30th

anniversary of the
nation's independence |O5t aiierasi 
by shelling the quiet "e and H‘

town of Port Harcourt 
with exquisite music

made her appearance on the stage
in her black overall with wine tops, 10auei U1O . 
the dance floor was set ablaze You need |O take a nap 
would think she has just clinched a (he mornlng. As fc 
MAMSER contract as she preached the in 1he mOrnin
independence sermon, through her 
various songs She appealed to the dif­
ferent segments of the society not to 
renege on their responsibilities in 
building a great nation
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have t 
believes

Mandators don the 
rebels' toga to call for 

a new

need 
evolution “

1

i'.‘- 1 ■ I \ ! What matters according t
. K 1 \ ! the ability to turn life around i
» 1 \ ury to living

• * S K j million rakec

Victor Essiet... the system must be changed

accor 
ally ' 
said.

They believe the 
tor government to

social order.
By Dan Onwukwe 

or about 15 years thatthewve 
known each other very in­
timately, the Mandators 
(Victor Essiet and Peggy 
Imanah). believe they 
have seen and ex­

perienced more negative things than 
anyone should be allowed 'We have 
suffered together and seen poverty in 
all its dinerent forms.’ Victor told TSM

irding to Victor will come natur- 
'You can t call tor it any more.’he

_ time has cone 
.w. .w take the lyncs ft
their songs very seriously ‘Human dig­
nity is seriously wearing out, the 
and the weak are suffering all sor 
hardships, but the situation wont con­
tinue like this without the people, the 
poor who form the backbone of the 
nation reacting That's what we're re­
pelling agains’

With Rebel, the Manaators believe 
they're now' an unstoppable positive 
force of a new kind. It is an album 
they told TSM that will move them up 
at a rocket speed They believe, and 
strongly too. that they are now poised 
to become the most successful reggae 
group in the country The duo boas’, 
that the 8 track album will surpass the 
sales they recorded in Crisis and Hat 
race which according to Poly Gram 
their record company sold over 
250.000 copies officially

The Mandators have found one love 
with Dolly Parton, the American singer 
and actress In their last album they 
remixed one of her popular songs 
Coats of many colours. And m their new 
album they also adapted her too late 
song as their own According to them 
‘we seem to have the same back­
ground with her She sings of poverty . 
and suffering in America that's not 
often highlighted by the media in that 
country When she sings about love 
it's so touching to us and when 1 go 
through my life. 1 discover we've ex­
perienced so much and in my family 
too When I check them out. it gives 
me a lot of concern He who feels it. 
knows it'

Life, it seems now is getting fine with 
the Mandators This is no joke A time 
was when the couple had no place of 
their own Had to sleep in inlaw's 
house But today the picture looks dif­
ferent. Success they believe has its re 
wards And the twosome believe their 
hardwork. 'divine inspiration’ and de­
dication has led them this far Today 
there's no more talk about their former 
Lawanson residence lhatesed to be 
flooded each time the rains came cal­
ling They live in a cozy air-con­
ditioned duplex in Palmgrove area of 
Lagos, with all the trappings of success 
including a telephone, a BMW car 
and a visitors' room that s as big as a 
conference hall As they quipped 'we 
have arrived'

to them is 
i from pen 

ury to living well And with over N 25 
million raked in since the album was 
launched The Mandators may never 
know poverty again

i some tabloids recently 'We certainly 
don't deserve all these things people 
are writing about us." Victor emotion­
ally said. 'We have not betrayed any­
one and I don't see why people are 
fighting to bring us down. But we re 
firmly together and open to Jah to 
help us."

Whatever may have happened to 
the couple, Victor believes isn't differ­
ent from what other people have gone 

through 1 know when 1 speak in this 
way. I not only speak for myself, but 
for other people who have either un- 

[ dergone the same experience we 
I have suffered or may not escape 

going through the same thing.' But the 
tors are hoping against the 

odds that they can use their music to 
change a few things that have gone 
wrong in life.

Ask the Mandators what they want 
most in life, they won't hesitate to tell 
’""i it s equal justice and universal 
■«ve of all nations. And this they 
strongly believe to bring about 
through their latest album REBEL, re- 
released last week What could they be 
rebelli ng about. TSM asked the Man­
dators. Victor offers an answer . 'ever 
since generation.' 'we have been 
hearing things will change Have things 
changed'’" The system of things ac­
cording to the Mandators has 
leached a crisis point that it looks cer­
tain it's only rebellion and revolution 
that will make things get better' In his 
words, 'situations have reached a nat-' 
ural time bomb' that nobody can stop 
it any more But the 'rebellion the Man­
dators are expecting to nappen soon.



By Ochereome Nnanna

... .... __ ... .... ...
Utt in a beastly mood

rrrrr! Ahhn
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room chess 
>eg or bribe

know that someone is 
come and remove the

imoter.
> Sport- 
'iim lc"

a 
of

jealous 
t there

“If Power Mike does not shut tip, I 
expose him B-A-A-D!”

or threaten to be allowed to wrestle
Says Ely Obasi, TSM's Editor, after 

the two-hour encounter "Uli struck me 
as a strong man who does not go 

ng his strength, but who will 
lard when the occasion calls for

flaunting
strike he
if

He s ail yours .
TSM: You are here for something.
What is it?
UTI: Yes, because Power Mike is jeal­
ous of the Great Power UU he is je 
ot me He believes that he's got

up there, you 
loader

TSM: Are you there? On top of the lad­
der?
UTI: I've already climbed the ladder. So 
I'm on top now 
r.S.U.- Why did Power Mike m., -.- that 
statement about yon?
UTI: I don't know Power Mike is sup­
posed to be the ingrate. not :: H-.-
didn't make himself Some,?, ? . .ua<_
him. Chief Eddie Ugbomal. .bo .- 
the Nigerian Film Ccrpo-.i i . .

6"?!ower UM would rather wear two 
Lt. types of suits when making 
11 public appearance — a suit 
coal and trousers or more preferably 
a suit of raphia palm with a tiny tunny - 
looking masquerade on top

Penultimate Tuesday, as he stormed 
TSM's premises, one of our type-setters 
Sola Oladapo. took a look at his bulg­
ing bull-neck which showed through 
his solid suit (not ot raphia) and quic­
kened his pace as he headed from 
the Litho room back Io his desk top 

Utl looked awesome in his suits and 
out of them, but beside the Ugandan 
Giant Kamala. he looked like some 
kind of superman toy

The renowned wrestler had an axe 
lo grind with his former pror 
Power Mike, who had. In TSM's . 
'ng’s earlier editions, chided him for 
being an 'ingrate'

He met TSM's top wigs. Chris Any- 
anwu and Ely Obasi on seat They lis­
tened sympathetically while Uti spil­
led the beans They chipped in ques­
tions and wrested from the superman, 
a glimpse ot some of the drama, in­
trigue, power-player, subterfuge, 
wheeling-dealing anguish and 
triumphs that go into a typical wrestl­
ing show .

The lesson you learn is that it takes 
more than mere physical strength to 
be a successful wrestler You have to 
be adroit at dressing-rc 
games Sometimes you be

and nobody should be there And 
that's not fair You cannot climb the 
ladder and say nobody could climb 
the ladder, because it you climb the 
ladder and remove the ladder the 
spirit of God will tell you to put the 
ladder back And then by the time you



Plugging it out with the Ugandan Giant, Kamala
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no­
lore

Power Mike. I'm not going to talk more 
than that I just want him to remember 
that Eddie Ugbomah made him. and 
Power Mike never made me

Just 
I went 

‘^ookJmgoing 
next week with 

j oiaie<t n *'*''• no- don't 
Iloldhiminnoto?'®|ea!' 

ng to 
:d°c«adHbTlldwh 0̂“i- 

tolhesF^s He said °n 
tmvOller r2?®S idUyoucOUld 

■SSSSS

Mike didn't 'pay one ^n-ent ,Power 

SSSsS 
SaTh^’-a^e 
in Trinidad are ol me

un: No. no. no. no Power Mike never 
taught me how to wrestle. In fact, the 
person who discovered me is Enebeli 
Enebuwa. You know. I was a Super­
man I lilted a Mercedes 911 engine, 
carried live men on my shoulder and 
all those stulls Then 1 went on NTAs 
talent hunt programme in 1979. 
Enebeli Enebuwa came to me and 
said, why don't you go and wrestle? 1 
went to Power Mike to leach me how 
to wrestle and Power Mike told me he 
had no time to teach somebody ■ 
to wrestle Then I went to 7 Up Super­
man and in lact.lt was he who taught 
me how to wrestle in the first place 
But he himsell did not know how Io 
wrestle, but he put me through He was 
a body builder He put me through 
weightlilting and some wrestling 
When I saw that 7 Up Superman doesn't 
even know how to handle himselt. 1 
went to practise on my own In tact I 
know how to wrestle spiritually, r 
body taught me how to wrestle Bek
I went to Trinidad. I had already wres- 

'tied with Silver Gun ot England under 
■Power Mike Promotions, and 1 beat him. 
My nisi opponent was iimesman uaoh. 
and I beat him. too. Power Mike 
brought this guy from the United Slates 

. em what's his name . Luis Mar­
tinez. I lost to Martinez because I did 
not know how to time I had hit him 
down and climbed the rope, intend

<77: i went to
Apollon esPe.f SL Qther,^ry very low. 
Apollon and all tn YfLcfle (efiec-

lively) Then I t m® weigh at 
pounds Apollon h. naa Ljd wrestle.

1 was light £?fand 1 had
Eve'^one is a he<^& beweek

on the exercise 10 V^fLent Bar­
to wrestle m a11 ,n St vin^soonl 
Caribbean Island*^

saying that he> **> ,han what he 
Power Mike got mo
helped me tor
TS.U: Hou :' HoWD Wlth
UTI: When 1 ca'!’® the b>» 
Apollon. 1 was not in hlleMdMas- 
was to wrestle with M0htyJohn 
caras was to wresue » so he
But John went to w He waste- 
could not come"'BEmbassY Power 
fused visa al Nig®1, Apollon that
Mike complainea Jor Mascaras,
there was no opp power Uti will 
Apollon told him anyday Heft 
beat Mascarasany lkinq Apollon told

loZed^a^F1- 
somPe^
to the united s7atJS°‘n9,olake you 

dh 
>dy how ous. too. t told him it t „„ 
p Super- I'm going

A where the <___
you go'Io Trim 
going tc*1-- ‘ 
accept my c 
to and tro ti 
made me 
says That\_ 
He paid my 
gave me 1 
N 1.266

lact.lt


■bhmhbr

t
■■■

it was still being announced

Nigeria'’

1
__—1

r obey, 
md up

Apollon i 
me town 
Bui later he beat the 
He said he knew that 
caras. my 
that, and 
wrestle Mascaras 
He said because ■ just told 

nd I was

Pou.er Mike Stirred a rebellion

"Power Mike believes in fighting me"
Power Mike that Mascaras drew with 
Steinburg of Germany, but Rower Uti beat 
him. So. with that he was convinced that 
I could beat Mascaras On my behalf.

negotiated a N7.000 bill tor 
restle Mascaras Mike agreed 

price to N500 
if I beat Mas- 

name would go up just like 
that he didn't want me to 

; again 1 said why? 
_____________ of what he [ 
me He chose Ben Then I sai 
not going to wrestle again 
7XW; The l.ionheart?
UTI: The Lion But chickenheart, not 
the Lionheart this lime (everybody 
laughs at thisJ-Then. Jean Andre who is now 
my manager said to me. look, you 
have been away for 12 months Who­
ever asks you to wrestle, just wrestle 
anybody You've got to let the people 
know you're here to stay Then 1 went 
back Io Power Mike and said whoever 
you want me to wrestle I am ready oO11 UCi>..wr-------------
He said fine But 1 told him 1 still wanted to perform well. I said I'm going 
the N7.000. He said he would give me to wrestle the way I 
N500 I said what? I was very sad 1 a 
said how can you pay me N500 after r 
1 have spent 12 months in the West In- c 
dies? He said if I don't want it 1 should i 
forget about it. 1 said well, if 1 don't < 
sign for the fight, he might do some- < 
thing else It would seem as if my 12 ’ 
months In Trinidad was wasted So.de- < 
spite Apollon's advice that I should not 
wrestle for N500,1 agreed At that time
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ing with Mil Mascaras, in otnerv _ 
Power Mike was using me as publicity 
gimmick, to get the people to come 
and see me wrestle witn Mil Mascaras 
When 1 came out of the dressing room. 
I saw Mascaras with Ben in the ring1 
That was the fight that destroyed Ben. 
that was his last match ever I knew in 
my heart that Ben could not handle 
Mascaras, because Mascaras is a 
good wrestler I would have been the 
one to handle Mascaras becuase I 
know all the techniques When he hit 
Ben. Ben could not move Ben started 
holding the ropes, pulling at Mas­
caras' mask and biting They dis­
qualified the match

Power Mike came to me and said 
men. don't destroy my show I want 
you to put up a good fight He knelt 
down forme, begging me that I should 
not dest ------------
Ben des

I live there me 
come doi 
three moll 
the wort 
forget 

--------d on the night ll WUO aim L/vmy '-••••— —------ » I-----
radio that Power Uli would be wrestl- whocompc 
ing with Mil Mascaras In other words that with L

me referee over5 Wny- Do me a 
favour Get the cassette Watch it over 
and over and tell me what you saw 
TSM:Wby didn't the re fere - n ini YOU

UTL- I don't know Power Mike didn't 
want me to grow up
7.S.U.- Y'tid. SUfil tb . 
is jealous of vo:t'
UTI: Power Mike is jealous of the Great 
Power Uti. Formerly 1 was just Power 
Uti. but when I became the Great 
Power Uti. Mike was pained He has 
been fighting me spiritually and phys­
ically and now he wants to start with 
the Press (Voice rising solemnly) The 
same Christ that saved me spiritually, 
is the same Christ that saved me phys­
ically and is the same Christ that will | 
save me forever Power Mike has no 
power over me. And I want Christ to 
go and talk to him. God has been talk­
ing to him. I know He will surely■ 
because if he doesn’t, he will ei 
fighting God.
TSAI: W'bat do you do outside it
h:e' Do you lit e in the I uhe
UTI: I don't live in the US permanently 

icrybe six months, then 1 
)wn here and slay, maybe 

olhs. You know. I travel all over 
rid That night. 1 will never 

jet that night because that was the 
..t I proved myself Many people 

pared my fight with and 
that with Luis Martinez saw a great 
deal of improvement You see. Power 
Mike is even jealous now because no 
one can beat me Even Luis who beat 
me in 1982. I can beat him within 27 
seconds
TSM: W hen uus the lust time von teres- 
tied?
UTI: In

or me, begging me that Ishouiastroy his show! He said because igW .' 
istroyed the show, he wants me / 1
------- ,«n i tm gOing there

u.w ./ay I want, not how you tj 
want What I want is what I do I did F 
my oesi 1 wrestiea witn Yasu Fuji 1 oeai him I,
and they never wanted me to win the i 
match The referees were bought 
over When I pinned him. they never 
counted If you see the cassette, there 
was a time I forced him to submission 
and they never raised my hand up 
Power Miko did it He wanted to de- 
stroy wrestling Why should he buy



RM
jril this year

/hy 
he

I' 
l!
||

is with me 100 per cent and I know he 
will tight tor me. It you want to destroy 
me. I know he will not just look at you I 
just like that. In tact Power Mike used! 
John Mugabe and that bald-1 
headed boy boxer - Marvin Hagler I 
They used the Mugabe — Hagler tight 
as a cover to send Egbegi to the US. 
but they wanted to intimidate me

But it Power Mike does not shut his 
mouth up. his MON (national honour) 
will be stripped, because I will open

that 1 could wrestle in the AWA In fact. 
I am the only Nigerian who can boast 
of wrestling in all the major associa­
tions in the world In 1982 I wrestled 
for NWA (National Wrestling Associa­
tion) 1984.1 wrestled for CWA (Conti­
nental Wrestling Alliance)! am the 
champion of CWA 1985 I wrestled for 
AWA 1986,1 wrestled lor World Class. 
It was only the WWF (World Wrestling 
Federation) I did not wrestle for. for

UTI: The last time was in April this year 
when 1 wrestled with the Ugandan 
Giant Kamala I beat him In fact, at 
Owern there was a time he tried to hit 
my head on the table. I got angry I 
hit the table so bad that I broke the 
table 1 gave N200 to the Sports Coun­
cil there for the table Go and ask 
them I hit my head on the table gbum 
gbum gbum until I piecessed the 
table and paid N200 for it But Power 
Mike is not hapyy Why is it that your 
fellow Nigerian is the strongest man 
on earth and you're not happy? But 
that doesn't bother me
TSAI: What do you do outside wrestl­
ing?
UTI: Outside wrestling? Wrestling is my 
job But sometimes 1 preach the word 
of God In fact, very soon. I will come 
out in a big way in preaching the word 
of God. the word,of Christ, (he assumes 
a clerical tone).because that is the 
only wa^’ Il somebody does wrong Io 
you. you've got to forgive him because 
you have also wronged God in so 
many ways That is why when you 
pray, you ask God to forgive you the 
known and unknown sins you have 
committed against him. But for Power 
Mike, it is fighting, fighting, fighting

In fact I don't want to talk mucn 
about Power Mike Now that I say that. 
I pray and hope that you publish this. 
And let him come out and counter me. 
then I will finish him completely. I'm 
not Ben Lionheart — I-AM-NOT-BEN- 
LIONHEART' I am the Great Power Uti. I 
can endure There are so many things 
Power Mike has done to me; if he 
doesn't shut up. 1 will expose him so 
BAAD that he will leave Lagos and go 
to his gym. and in his gym he will dis­
grace himself so people won't notice 
him Because I will let people know 
how Ben Lionheart left the scene, what 
happened to him And I will let people 
know how he left wrestling, and why 
he doesn't promote wrestling, why he 
promotes only native wrestling, and I 
will back it up with so many things 
going on

I have gone into so many problems 
because of Power Mike I said it to no­
body before. For instance, if the Amer­
ican Embassy could do me a favour, 
they should go and ask the President 
of the Amencan Wrestling Association, 
Gagne There was a time I was wrestling 
for Gagne in 1985 I wrestled for him in 
Chicago. St Paul in Minnesota and 
many parts of the USA. It was a tough 
fight before the guy allowed me to 

I wrestle for AWA. because according 
I to him. a Nigerian Power Mike. 
| cheated him and his friends and be- 
„ :ause ot tnat he aian t want any Nige- 
| nan It was one Mrs Jennings, a white 
I woman who helped me talk to so
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my mouth so loud, so L-O-O-U-U-U-D 
so B-l-l-G (laughter from his audi 
ence) Let him just shut up or I will pul 
a finisher, a finisher to him. he will 
never be Power Mike again In fad. 
the four of him cannot beat me So I 
am glad And the Power I m using is 
not my strength, it s the Power of Christ 
In fact if you're fighting me. you're 
fighting Christ, and nobody wants to 
fight God He stripped Ben s title He 
cannot stnp my title Ben is a chicken 
heart I am a strongman

A very very strong man. and I can 
take anything, anything I know how 
he stripped Ben's title, how he went to 
London and returned to Lagos. He 
can't do the samething to me There 
is a great difference between N7.000 
and N 1.300 Eddie Ugbomah. who 
took him to Ghana and England, did 
he pay him anything? He should not 
be in a glass house and throw stones 

TSAI: Now you were talking about 
Christ, the word of God, and so on. 
Suppose you go into the ring and kill 
your opponent? Suppose the person 
dies in the middle of a fight?
UTI: I have the strength to kill a man, 
but I don't want to kill a man .

"I'll soon become a preacher 
reason personal to me which I am not 
ready to disclose to nobody

There are so many other ways 
Power Mike has lougnt me. stopping 
many fights, and if he doesnss t shut 
his mouth. I will let the world know 
what happened between him and 
Rocky Johnson And there was a time 
they said they stripped my title That 
was 1985/86. That time I was the CWA 
junior heavyweight champion They 
published it in the papers They used 
Trigo Egbegi (National Concord's 
former Sports Editor popularly known 
as Mr Boxing) as their front man to 
go to the USA to talk to the President 
of the CWA I m glad that Tngo spoke 
to the boss of the CWA Donald C Dreck 
and he spoke to the former champion 
Dino Rosetti and D C Dreck Unfortu­
nately. when he came down here he 
published something wrong, that they 
stripped my title That is one of the 
things that affected his appointments 
in the Concord. 1

TSAI: Who is that again?
UTI: Trigo Egbegi In fact I did not J 
want to take Concord to court I didn't 
want to fight back I wanted God to 
do the fighting for me. I know that God
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