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rmer Vice President Atiku Abubakar
yesterday accused President Umaru
Musa Yar ’adua of ordering the authori-

ties of the Nigeria Police to withdraw his se-
curity escort. He linked the action to his re-
cent criticism of President Umaru Musa
Yar’adua’s handling of electoral reforms and
what he called “the near absence of gover-
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viser to the President on Media and Public- -

: | have come from neighboring Benin

nance in the country”. But Yar’adua denied
having any hand in the withdrawal of the
police escorts attached to Atiku, saying the
former vice president “still enjoys all the
police orderlies he is entitled to by law” as
he does not fall within the category of those
whose orderlies were ordered to be with-
drawn by the Federal Executive Council.
Reacting to the allegation from the Atiku
camp yesterday in Abuja, the Special Ad-

;a

ity, Mr. Olusegun Adeniyi said the Inspec- Wlfe of the Borno State governor Mrs Fatlma Shenff (right) with Minister of Women Affairs Mrs.

Cont. on Pg. 5

was attacked by people alleged to lost.

: | ata primary school in neighbouring Republic. The entire village wasrazed carried out the attack.
¢ | Lolo.village after their own village to the ground, although no life was Daily Trust could not immediately in Benin and not Nigeria.
Source: BATT Bitread de |

Chnnge, Lages

ascertain the real cause of the attack

The Tungar Kwangi villagers al- but our correspondent learnt that

| tor-General of Police, Mr. Mike Okiro, was in Salamatu Suleiman at the opening of a 3-day workshop on maternal mortality in Maiduguri recently.

Photo: Isa Umar Gusau

=« Beninois invaders sack Kebbi village

: bout 1,500 people of Tungar Frots Rakive & Mubammad leged that about 2,000 people from there had been an old dispute be-
1 Kwangi village in Kebbi ySo k(; 5 < five Benin villages of Madikalai, [lwa, tween Tungar Kwangi people and

tate are now taking refuge Dorowa, Tungar Babako, and Waina their Beninois neighbours, who
claim that the former ought to be

Speaking at their refuge camp
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Yuguda rejoins
PDP Tuesday

overnor Isa Yuguda
& wof Bauchi will next
Tuesday formally

cross back to the lt"eopl'es
Democratic Party (PDP) from
the All Nigeria Peoples
Party (ANPP) which he
joined in 2007, Daily Trust
reports.

Yuguda ditched the PDP
following the differences he
had with the former
Governor Adamu Muazu,
which led to his being
denied the governorship
ticket. The ANPP gave him
the ticket and he went ahead
to win the election.

Special Adviser on
Political Affairs of Yuguda,
Kundak Abdulmumin, told
our reporter yesterday that
Governor Yuguda would
formaly re-join the PDP

ByAbbas Jimeh

during a short ceremony at
the party’s state secretariat
in Bauchi.

“His Excellency, Mallam
Isa Yuguda, the Executive
Governor of Bauchi would

_be formally joining the PDP

on Tuesday at the state’s
party secretariat and Alhaji
Muhammed Lele Reva
would be leading the crop
of the supporters for the
declaration,” Abdulmumin,
said.

He said that Yuguda’s
action is in the interest of
the state.

He last week said that
Yuguda is making final
consultation with relevant
stakeholders to finalised his
move to the PDP.

yesterday.

Governor Ibrahim Gaidam of Yobe State (nght) with the new Housmg commlssmnerArch Shettima Mohammed Saleh, ‘
during the swearing in ceremony of new commisioners and special advisers at the August 27th Stadium, Damaturu

_Pic: Yobe Govt House

Yar’adua dissolves NDDC Board

e Board of the Niger
Delta Development
Commission (NDDC)

was yesterday dissolved by
President Umaru Musa
Yar’adua. The dissolution
takes effect from April 12,2009.

A statement issued
yesterday by the Special
Adviser to the President on
Media and Publicity, Mr.
Olusegun Adeniyi said “in the
new Board to be
reconstituted, Bayelsa State
will produce the Chairman,
while Rivers State will produce
‘the Managing Director. The
Executive Directors (Finance
and Administration) and
(Projects) will be produced by
Delta and Akwa Ibom States,
respectively.”

“Similarly, in line with
Section 2(1) of the Act, the
North-West, North-East and
North-Central Zones will
produce three
representatives of the non-oil
producing States on the
Board, while oil Producing
Companies will nominate a
representative to the Board in
accordance with Section 2(d)
of the NDDC Act, 20007, he
added.

Adeniyi said the NDDC
Board was dissolved in
fulfilment of the Section 3(1)
ofthe NDDC Act, 2000 which
provides a four-year tenure for
members of the Board, other
than ex-officio members, from
the date of appointment at the
first instance. The current
Board was inaugurated on

April 12,2005.

Prior to the statement from -

the Presidency, there had been
controversy over which of the
oil producing states should
produce the next NDDC
managing director. While
Akwa Ibom State is claiming
the right to do so, Bayelsa
indigenes whose state has
bemngeuthengmto;xodwe
the NDDC managing director

are disputing over who should
be presented.

If the Act establishing the
NDDC is anything to go by,
Akwa Ibom should produce

; By AbdulFattah Olajide |
| & Hamisu Mubhammad |

the next managing director.
According to Section 12 of'the

Act, “there shall be for the
Commission a managing
director, and two executive
directors who shall be
indigenes of the oil producing

areas starting with the member
states of the Commission with
the highest production
quantum of oil and shall rotate
amongst member states in the

order of production.”

An investigation by Daily
Trust on the oil quantum of'the
states for the first 6 months of
2008 shows that Awka Ibom

has the highest production
figure with 92 million barrels,
follow by Rivers and Delta
with 84 million and 80 million
barrels respectively.

2011: Senate, NU root for Yar’adua

have long terms. The only time

he Senate yesterday
maintained that
President Umaru Musa
Yar’adua is entitled to an
automatic ticket to run for
second term .
Addressing: a - press
conference Chairman Senate
Committee on Information and
Media, Senator Ayogu Eze

By Uthman Abubakar,
Abdul-Rahman Abubakar
& Turaki A. Hassan
(PDP, Enugu North) said the
president reserves the option
of first rejection in the race for
the PDP presidential ticket in

2011.
According to Senator Eze,

“And I also need to say that if
we work with the trend in
democracy all over the world
the option of first rejection
belongs to the incumbent. The
American system that we
copy when there is Presidential
primary the option of first
rejection belongs to the
incumbent.”

He also canvassed for
automatic ticket for other
elective office holders in the
country saying, “Even in
America today no Senator
goes for primary election I
stand to be contradicted. Once
an election come the man who
is fielded is the incumbent
Senator and that is why they

Hassan Adamu heads NDIC board

ormer minister
: of commerce and

industry and Wakilin
Adamawa, Alhaji Hassan
Adamu was yesterday
named the board chairman
of the Nigeria Deposit
Insurance Corporation
(NDIC) in the new
appointménts announced
for some parastatal boards
by President Umaru Musa
Yar’adua.

A statement issued by the
Special Adviser on Media
and Publicity ‘to the
president, Mr. Olusegun
Adeniyi said other members
of the NDIC board include
Chief David Oghene, Chief
Opyebisi L. Ilaka and Lawan
Z.Gana.

The National Insurance
Commission board will be
chaired by Hajiya Inna
Ciroma, with Aminu Ahmed
Yapeco, Sen, Ben Collins
Ndu and Oluwatayo Boyeas
members. Chief Tony N.
Ezebuiro is chairman of the
Rural Electrification Agency.
Members are Engr. Yinka J.
Adigun, Abokie Galadima,
Mr. Victor Bala, Chief
Damishi Sango, Engr. John
Akhayere and Chief
Stephen Igere.

The National
Broadcasting Commission
(NBC) has Lawal Idi Bagiwa

as chairman. Members are

By AbdulFattah Olajide

Alh. Abdullahi Kuda, Chief
Peter Nwaboshi, Doyin
Ogungbe, Ibrahim Ibo
Dukku, Chief Patrick Adaba,
Alhaji Tajudeen Oladipo,
Hon. Akhere Ugbesia and
Mr. Mike Mku. The
chairman of the Voice of
Nigeria is Dr. Stella Attoe,
while members are Komolafe
0. Ajibola, Mainasara U. Illo,

Nsima Udo Ekere and-

Usman Ibrahim Yammawa.

Ambassador Greg
Mbadiwe is chairman of the
National Bureau of
Statistics, while Alh. Ali
Badala Gumel, Alh. Sule
Majidadi, Alh. Raimi Ayo
Raji, - Chief Franklin
Edonkumoh and Capt. Joe
Agada are members. The
National Youth Service
Corps (NYSC) has Chief
Linus Okon as chairman,
while -~ Mrs.. Folarin
Kusamotu Adewale, Dr.
Bappa Mahmud and
Abubakar Aminu Musa are
members.

Mr. Abiodun Oyeba.n_]x is

" chairman of the Citizenshi

and Leadership Training
Centre. Members are Mr.
Anthony Ogulla, Mr.

Mustapha Habib, Brig. Gen.
Mohammed Nata’ala Umar,
Hakeem Lawal and Mr.
Chiiioke Adindu.

The board of the National
Centre for Women
Development will be chaired
by Hajia Habiba Saidu-
Belgore. Members are Mrs.
Kolajo, Mrs. Bilkisu Salihijo
Ahmed, Hajia Falmata Ali,
Mrs. T. Giwa Amu, L.K.

Iliyasu, Joseph Tanwa, Hajia -

Fatima Mohammed and Hon.

Tayo Ajilo. Others are Chief .

Josephine Nnoahan,
Patricia Okeke Ojiaku, Hajiya

Mariya Abdullahi, Idris Ozi

Shuaibu, Mr. Dare Gbolahan.
and Lawal Abdu Kanleare.
The National Institute for
Sports has Maj.
Lawrence  Onoja as
chairman, with Mr. Kayode'
Oni, Augustine Katakata

and Cynthia Boro as‘V

members.
Chief E.Y. Columbus is

chairman of the National:

Orthopaedic . Hospital,

Enugu, while Barr. Okenwa. -

Agubuzor and Elder Sam

Eyiogwe are members;

National Orthopaedlc

Hospital, ‘Kano has Alh."
-Hassan-

Mohammed
Santana as chairman, with
Comrade Sani Bello and
Suleiman Abdullahi as
members; the National
Orthopaedic Hospital,
Igbobi board will be chaired
by Mr. J. Oyemade, with
Hon. Kamal O. Olorunoje
and Mrs. Rhoda Fiberesima

Gen. . A
-members; Enugu: Chief
" Osita Nwaneri is chairman,

as members.

The eight Psychiatric
Hospitals have the
following board members:
Abeokuta: Chlef (Mrs.)

- Iyabo Apampa is chairman,

Chief Abiola Ogundokun
and Chief Kayode Odunsi
are members; Calabar: Gen.
Bassey Asuquo is chairman,
Chief Terry Noah and Mrs.
Filia Henshaw Etim are
members;’ Benin: - Dr.
Abieyuwa Osemwenkha is

chairman, Barr. Adedeji

Akenzua and Usaini M.
Dogo - Machina - are

with Bart. Oliver Udeh and

‘Chief-Cornelius Nnaji as

members; Kaduna: Alh.

. Ramalan Yero is chairman,
.Alh. Muntari: A; Maimaje
and Hawwa Musa Kida are

members; . Maiduguri:" Alh.

. Sule Doguwa is chairman,
‘Alh. Abdallah Hashim and-
Mr. Samson. Dibal are

members; Kware, Sokoto:
Amb. A. Shehu Wurno is
chairman, members are Alh.
Nura Musa Gusau and Alh.
Mohammed Aliyu Gada; and

~Yaba: chairman is Dr.

Adesola M. Taiwo with Hon.
Femi Orimole and Dr.
Shamsideén Giwa are
members,

Senators go for primary

election is if an incumbent is ~
“defeated by an opponent the-

next election will now requir¢

the party to conducta primary
election. Otherwise the optien

. offirst rejecuorrbelongs tqfhe

incumbent.”

The Senate also paséed a
vote of confidence ¢n the
Yar’adua administrafion as
Senator Eze said so far it has
performed satisfagforily and
has met the expéctations of
senators. 4

“So far we are impressed
with the articulation of the
vision of the President; we are
impressed with the structures
that are being put in place by
the President?o push through
some of the issues in the seven
point agenda. [ think that the
President had had composure
to explain that it took him time
to program these things so
that when it takes off'it will go
onsmooﬂlly Soto thatextend
we are im|

Also yesterday,the

Northern Union (NU)

endorsed President Umaru
Musa Yar’adua for a second
term in office. It said in a press
briefing in Abuja, yesterday

v

’

m\

Bl

that it is not supporting any ° -

candidate other than him, and

it will not do so before the

elections.

Chicf Adibe soid when the: .-

Union, which undertook a tour

of the North-West geopolitical~

zone of the country recently,

went out to that region, “we

emphatically and

unambiguously told or mustbe
listeners that yes, the ccDAC tests,
cases took the time of -food prod

present government, t

cases are over, and we beliidministre
things should move fan@gmail

than before.”
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~ From Mustafa Abubakar, llorin

"X officer during a joint patrol between the Police and
Federal Road Safety Commission. The deceased, identified
as Sergeant John Giwa was serving under the Kwara State
Police Command High Way Patrol section. Daily Trust learnt
that late John Giwa was approaching when Sergeant Jimoh
Ogunlowo of the Operation Section opened fire on him.
Speaking with our correspondent, a source disclosed that
when the deceased was stopped by the joint patrol team, he
did not stop but the police officer in an attempt to stop him
opened fire. The incident, Daily Trust, gathered drew atten-
tion of people around the scene, and would have led to a
serious crisis but people quickly realised that the diseased
was also a police officer. Sergeant Jimoh Ogunlowo is pres-
ently in the custody of the state Criminal Investigation De-
partment (CID) at the state Police Command while the corpse
of late Sergeant John Giwa has been deposited at the Uni-
versity of Ilorin Teaching Hospital (UITH) mortuary. The
Force Public Relations Officer, ASP Alao Abdulazeez con-
firmed the incident and said that investigation was going

0I1'Gombe spends N426m on health facilities

he Gombe State Government has spent N426.1 mil
Tlion on the provision of health facilities in Gombe-

North Senatorial District. The Commissioner: for
Health, Dr Mohammad Isa, made this known in Dukku yes-
terday when Governor Mohammed Goje visited Dukku Lo-
cal Government Area (LGA) to inspect some projects. He
said the money was spent on the construction and renova-
tion of hospitals as well as on the provision of equipment
and drugs. Isa said that a cottage hospital constructed at
Bojude village had been inaugurated, while N81.7 million
was used to procure equipment, an ambulance and a gener-
ating set for the hospital. The Commissioner also said that
N344 million was spent on renovating and equipping the
General Hospital in Dukku. He said the money was spent on
purchasing medical equipment and renovating the hospital’s
wards, offices and staff quarters. The governor also in-
spected other projects in Hashidu and Malala villages in
Dukku LGA. (NAN)

Lightning kills 20 cows in Kwara

ightning on Tuesday struck and killed about twenty

cows at Idofin-Igbana in Oke-Ero Local Government

Area of Kwara. According to an eye witness, the light-
ning followed the Tuesday evening downpour that was ac-
companied by thunderstorms. Confirming the incident, the
leader of Gaa-Okeola Fuilani settlement in Idofin Igbana,
Alhaji Eleyin Gold expressed sadness over the occurrence.
According to him, such a sad incident has never happened
in the area before. Speaking with the affected Fulanis, the
traditional ruler in the area, Oba Samuel Fabiyi appealed to
the people to remain calm and peaceful. He said the commu-
nity would bring the incident to the notice of the authorities
so that they can assist the cattle rearers. Fabiyi enjoined
them to see the incident as an act of God and prayed Him to
avert a recurrence of similar incidents. The chairman of the
Oke-Ero Local Government, Elder James Olaniyan urged the
affected cow owners to be calm, saying that the council
would inform the state government of their plight. He called
for the immediate mass burial of the dead cows in order to
forestall an outbreak of epidemic in the town. (NAN)

Open free heart surgery

beneficiary commends govt

ne of the beneficiaries of the Lagos State free open
Oheart surgery, Mr Soji Biobaku, has commended the
government for the life-saving programme for the
less-privileged. Seven heart defect patients are scheduled
to benefit from the fifth round of the exercise which is hold-
ing between April 7 and April 10 at the LASUTH. Two ofthe
patients were operated on when the programme started on
Wednesday while another one was operated on yesterday.
Biobaku, a 32-year-old media consultant, spoke with news-
men at the LASUTH yesterday where he was waiting to be
operated on for Mitral Stenosis, a heart defect. He said he
was diagnosed of the disease in August 2008 after a partial
- stroke, which affected all parts of his body and had since
“been on drugs. Mitral Stenosis is the narrowing of the mitral
valve opening that increases resistance to flow of blood
from the left atrium to the left ventricle. “Everything is still a
surprise to me; my gratitude will forever go to the Gov.
Babatunde Fashola and his team for giving me my life back.
“It baffles me that this type of healthcare delivery exits in
Lagos; I never thought it existed even in the whole of Nige-
ria,”” he said. Biobaku, who looked lively on his bed, noted
that he was advised by his consultant to apply for the free
surgery about a month ago.(NAN)

Police officer kills colleague i Tlorin_ |

olice Sergeant yesterday along Afon junction in
Tlorin, Kwara State shot and killed another police |

|

Fi t evovinhe harrred remains ar at Bolingo junction in Abuja on Wednesy mglit

Pic: NAN

NTI gets 5 committegsto strengthen teacher training

he National Teachers
I Institute (NTI) yester-
daflconstituted five commit-
tees to develop strategies to
facilitate the realisation of its
five-point agenda aimed at
strenghtening teacher train-
ing programmes.
The new NTI Director-
General, Dr Aminu Ladan-

Sharehu, said at the inaugu-
ral meeting of the institute’s
Governing Council in
Kaduna that the five-point
agenda was aimed at raising
the standard of teacher train-
ing programme from the
present NCE to Bachelor of
Education and Master of
Education Degrees.

He attributed the low en-
rolment in the training
programme to non apprecia-
tion of the opportunities pro-
vided by the institute’s Bach-
elor of Education and Mas-
ter of Education Degrees
programmes.

Ladan-Sharehu said the
lack of funds had limited the

Police issue strike warning over allowances

he Police in Bauchi

I State from the rank of

Constable to Inspec-

tors have given the com-

mand three weeks to address

their grievances which in-

clude lack of payment of al-

lowances or face a strike ac-
tion.

Spokesman of the ag-
grieved policemen who
spoke to newsmen on con-
dition of anonymity said
they had given the command
three weeks after which they
would begin a strike from the
first of May, 2009. e

The spokesman alleged
that the command did not
pay them their disturbance
allowances as well as course
allowances among others,
saying their seniors always
preferred to send their fa-
vored ones or girl friends to
“juicy areas”.

He also alleged that their
promotions were not being

“effected as at when due

while there was partiality in
the selection of those to be
promoted and that they were
being forced against their
will to subscribe to the force
publication.

“We are going on strike

from May 1% if the command
refuses to address our griev-
ances. [llegal deductions are
being made into our salaries

| every month while our allow-
| ances are being withheld. | cially kidnapping which, he

From Muhammad
Abubakar, Bauchi

Our Ogas prefer to send their
girlfriends to profitable
places like courses and if we
are ultimately sent we are not
paid our allowances.”
Responding to the alle-
gations, the state’s Acting
Commissioner of Police, DC
Abdulkadir Muhammad
Indabawa dismissed the al-
legations as baseless, say-
ing the deductions being
made were legal. g
“These deductions

were made as part of their
contributions to the pension
fund while some are members
of cooperative societies and
have taken loans while oth-
ers have been given motor-
cycles loans and the loans
are being deducted.”

The DC who denied any
favoritism in promotions and
other benefits in the com-
mand called on the affected
officers to be conversant

“with the state of their fi-

" nances to avoid apportion-
ing blame on the wrong
quarters. :

capacity of the institute to
employ quality staff, noting
that it was operating the pub-
lic service salary scale,
“which makes the institute
unattractive to job seekers”.
He said the condition of the
institute’s zonal offices was
pathetic, as there were no
operational vehicles.

The Director-General
however expressed optimism
that the institute’s targets
would be achieved, “espe-
cially with the calibre of the
current council members and
the management team”.

The Chairman of the
Governing Council, Alhaji
Adamu Ibrahim-Gumba, said
the council would orgainise
a retreat for its members,
management staff, Zonal and
state. Coordinators, to
strategise on the way for-
ward. He said the retreat
would assess the number of
teachers needed in the coun-
try atall levels of NTI’s man-
date. (NAN)

Joint military taskforce to

take over security

overnor Adams
Oshiomhole of Edo
said that a joint

taskforce, comprising the
military, police and the State
Security Service, has been

constituted to check the ris-

ing crime wave in the state.
The governor, who dis-

closed this yesterday at an

intéractive session with jour-
nalists in Benin, said that the
taskforce would start work
next week.

Oshiomhole said that ev-
erything would be done to
curb crime in the state, espe-

__ready to pay NI million to

noted, had recently been on
the increase. He said that the
government was worried
‘about the situation and
pleaded with the people to
give useful information on
the crime to the security
agencies since they could
not do much without such
information. He said that the
payment of ransom to secure
the release of those kid-
napped was counterproduc-
tive to efforts to stamp out
the crime.

Oshiomhole stressed
that the government was

in Edo

anyone who could give use-
ful information that would
lead to arrest of those in-
volved in kidnapping.
Besides, the governor
said that with the passage of
the state budget by the
House of Assembly, work

would soon start in efforts

to deliver the dividends of
democracy to the people.

Oshiomhole, who prom-
ised to sign the appropria-
tion bill into law on Tuesday,
commended those who
helped in ensuring its pas-
sage. (NAN)
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PDP Specia

¢ April 20 Special Convention of the ruling Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP) may be endangered if the

court grants prayers of a group of four individuals wish-

ing to stop it. PDP’s National Executive Committee (NEC) meet-

ing last week endorsed the date for the party’s convention

where the PDP constitution is expected to be reverted to its
1998 constitution.

The plaintiffs/applicants are Patrick Nwabueze, Mr. Bode

Continued from Page 1
a better position to set the
record straight as to what tran-
spired. A statement yesterday
by the former Vice President
said an order was issued to
the Police on Wednesday di-
recting the immediate recall to
the Police Headquarters of his
Police Aide-de-Camp (ADC)
and orderly.

The Turakin Adamawa
said the policemen posted to

. guard his two homes in Abuja

had also been recalled while
the escorts covering his
movement were physically
taken away from him and
dumped at the State Police
Headquarters in Yola,
Adamawa State.

He further said that the

_policemen were later in-

Headquarters (FHQ) by 7 am
yesterday, Thursday. He
added that two of the police-
men attached to him who
were recently promoted, had
earlier on been requested to
report at the FHQ for “confir-
mation” of their new rank of
Inspector, but they did not
return to their duty post.

Atiku said when the with-
drawal order came at about 4
pm on Wednesday, he made
an enquiry at the FHQ and
was told that this was a direc-
tive by the Presidency in line
with a decision of the Federal
Executive Council.

He said the Presidency
had requested him to submit
his security requirements;
which he did and which were
promptly approved after he
left office.

- The withdrawal of Atiku’s
escorts came barely three
days after the ruling Peoples

€ premier Teéching
- Hospital in Nigeria,
- University Teaching

Hospital (UCH) and five oth-
ers have been designated
Centers for Stem Cell Trans-
plantation in Nigeria.

. The Centers are to com-
mence pilot treatment for pa-
tients as part of efforts to
complement Federal Gover-
nment’s efforts in health care
delivery.

- This was contained in the
resolutions released to the
Press yesterday in Abuja by
the National Committee on
Research and application of

I Corvention u

Democratic Party (PDP) came
down heavily on the former
Vice President, describing him
as a hopeless, drowning and
unreliable politician.

The PDP’s hard knock
followed Atiku’s critical views
on what he saw as
government’s luck-lustre ap-
proach to the yearnings of
Nigerians for electoral re-
forms, especially after the
2007 general elections. Atiku
had told airport correspon-
dents in Lagos at the week-
end that the PDP lacked the
capacity to drive the electoral
reform process.

However, in his reaction
to PDP’s onslaught, Atiku
said he would not be cowed
by the PDP and its govern-
ment. He said he would con-

structed to report at the Force ~tinue to speak out against the
~“visionless and unpepular”

PDP administration in the
country. He said that he be-
lieved that a desperate gov-
emment can resort to desper-
ate measures, including the
physical elimination of oppo-
nents.
“We are all stakeholders

in the Nigerian Project. It is
our constitutional right to
raise concern over the way the
PDP government has been
running the affairs of this
country. We will not be intimi-
dated by the actions of a few
desperate people in power to
rattle us.”

- It would be recalled that
former President Olusegun

. Obasanjo also stripped the

former Vice President of his
security escorts without no-
tification when their relation-
ship became soured prior to
the 2007 general elections.
Meanwhile, the Action

LBy Hami;u Muhammzrl
Stem Cell Transplantation

-Technology in Nigeria

(NACRASTIN).
The centres are UCH,

- Ibadan, University of Maidu-

guri Teaching Hospital (UM-
TH, University of Nigeria
Teaching Hospital (UNTH)
Enugu, University of Benin
Teaching Hospital (UBTH),
Ahmadu bello University
Techning Hospital (ABUTH)
Zaria and Usman Danfodio
University Teaching Hospital
(UDUTH) Sokoto.

According to the resolu-

e

By Muideen Olaniyi

=

Oriade, Apostle Felix Ugwu and Ms Udom who hve dragged
the party under the chairmanship of Dr. Ahmadu Ali to Federal
High Court Abuja following the 2008 national convention.

They are now praying the court for five reliefs in a motion
dated April 7, 2009 including an interim injunction restraining
the party from holding the special convention.

Congress (AC) yesterday
kicked against the withdrawal
of security aides and police-
men attached to the former
Vice President Atiku
Abubakar by the Inspector
General of Police, Mike Okiro.

The party’s condemna-
tion was voiced by AC’s Na-
tional Director of Youth, Timi
Frank while addressing jour-
nalists in Abuja.

Frank warned that the
Federal Government, the
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) and the Inspector Gen-
eral of Police must be held re-
sponsible if any thing goes
wrong with Alhaji Atiku
Abubakar.

According to him, “We
condemn in totality the with-

drawal of security aides of

former Vice President Atiku
Abubakar who has served
this countryvery well and with
this we want to say that his
life is being threatened. It
means they have plans for
Atiku, the Federal govern-
ment; the presidency has a
hand in it. It is illegal, uncon-
stitutional and the Police, the
Federal government must be
held responsible if anything
funny happens to Atiku”.
Reacting to the allegation
from the Atiku camp in Abuja,
Special Adviser to the Presi-
dent on Media and Publicity,
Mr. Olusegun Adeniyi said
the Inspector-General of Po-
lice, Mr. Mike Okiro, was ina
better position to set the
record straight as to what tran-
spired. Adeniyi said, “It is un-
fortunate that the name of the
president would be dragged
into who guards or does not
guard the house of anybody,
even if such a person is a

tion, these teaching Hospitals
which are representative of
the six geo-political zones of
the country have good facili-
ties of international standard,
noting that that it would be
easier for the committee to
monitor the success or fail-
ure rate of the patients.

The benefits, of applica-
tions of Stem cell transplan-
tation are numerous, espe-
cially in the treatment of in-
curable and untreatable dis-
eases.

Members agreed that the
establishment of such cen-
ters in Nigeria would create

Afiku: Yar’adua s witch-hunting me

former vice president”, he
stated, insisting that Atiku
“still enjoys all the police or-
derlies he is entitled to by
law”, .

He said the withdrawal of
police orderlies from some
categories of people was rec-
ommended by the Police Re-
form Committee headed by
former Inspector-General of
Police, Mr. M.D Yusuf,

”That committee specifi-
cally recommended that po-
licemen should be withdtawn
from people who aye not en-
titled to such protection. This
decision was ratified by the
Federal Executive Council and
the Council of State which
had in attendance former
heads of state and former
chiefjustices of the federation
as well as serving governors”,
he said.

The presidential spokes-
man explained that the Fed-
eral Executive Council meet-
ing which ratified the recom-
mendation two weeks ago,
was chaired by Vice President
Goodluck Jonathan because
“that was the day the elder
sister of the president was
buried in Katsina and we had
to travel. I will want to appeal
to the media handlers of
former Vice President Atiku
Abubakar that this recourse
to cheap propaganda is very
unhelpful, even for the man
whose cause they think they
are promoting”.

Force Police Public Rela-
tions Officer Emmanuel
Ojukwu, who reacted after-
wards, said he could not con-
firm whether policemen at-
tached- to the former Vice
President had been with-
drawn or not.

3 Nigerian hospitals for stem cell transplant

opportunity for Nigerian medi-
cal doctors to acquire the
technology faster, andthat
Nigerians stood the chance
of receiving better treatment
at home instead of traveling
abroad.

As regards the training of
medical practitioners, for the
project, the resolution stated
that efforts are being made to
ensure that all medical per-
sonnel pencilled down for the
project would undergo vari-
ous foreign training through
aspecial arrangement involv-
ing Public/ Private Partner-
ships.

nder threat

They equally want an order restraining the defendants/
respondents from changing the constitution of the party dur-
ing the proposed special convention or any other time pend
ing the determination of the substantive suit before the court

They are also demanding for an order restrainine ¢ paity

officers who were purportedly elected in the 2!
hich is the subject matter of the suit before

convention

court pending the hearing and determinati»n « aid <,
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JAMB to release UME results April 14

1 By Ruby Rabiu 1

esults of the Universities Matriculation Examination
= (UME) taken throughout the country and five for-
ign countries on Saturday, April 4, 2009 will be re-
leased to the public by-April 14 2009 barely 10 days after the
examinations were taken. Registrar and Chief Executive of
JAMB, Prof. ‘Dibu Ojerinde who made the announcement
said the results would have been released earlier on Thurs-
day April 9, but had to be shifted till Tuesday next week due
to the two-day Public Holiday on Friday 10th and Monday
13th April, declared by Federal Government to celebrate
Easter. About 1.187million candidates sat for this year’s UME
conducted by JAMB in 2,338 centres within the country
and five foreign nations. According to him the processing
of candidates’ scripts will be completed by Tuesday and
details of the best fifteen (15) candidates in the examination
determined. Prof. Ojerinde revealed that some cases of ex-_
amination malpractice have been identified and results in-<
volved would be delayed till they were cleared by Examina-
tion Committee and the Governing Board of JAMB. His
words, ‘The Examination Committee and the Governing
Council of the Board would meet later to consider those
cases and determine whether to cancel or release the results
depending on the level of malpractice. Other details of the
_ candidates’ level of performances have also been collated
and would be made public next week.

CBN orders banks to remove ATM from public places
\ By Idris Ahmed : |
The Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) has directed banks

to remove all their ATM machines in public places

back to their respective premises on or before June
30. The apex bank said the directive was necessary as banks
are now competing with ATM consortium in deploying ATMs
to places like airports and hotels, thereby causing conges-
tion. One of the policies guiding the operations of ATMs
consortium (ATMC) is that the ATMC shall have the sole
mandate to deploy ATM:s at public places while the banks
shall deploy ATMs only within their premises. In a directive
posted to its website yesterday, the bank said: “The CBN
has observed with concern that the banks are competing
with the ATMC in the deployment of ATMs in public places.
A worrisome trend is the number of ATMs at the airports
and hotel lobbies, which if unchecked would soon, congest
these public places. Against this backdrop, the CBN hereby
directs that banks should forthwith restrict the deployment
of the ATM s to their premises. Banks are further advised to
re-deploy all existing ATMs in public places to their pre-
mises on or before June 30, 2009.” CBN also said that in line
with its policy on shared payments infrastructure by the
banking industry and the need to effectively respond to the
rising demand for ATM services by the public, additional
ATM consortium would be licensed soon. This will bring
the total number of ATM consortia in the economy to two.
“The two consortia shall be solely responsible for the de-
ployment of ATMs in public places in line with this policy
and best practices”, CBN said.

FG supports operational researches on HIV/AIDS

lF By Ruby Rabiu J
he Federal Government says it will always support
any credible evidence-based decision making and op-
erational research on HIV/AIDS prevention, treatment,

care and cure aimed at enlightening the public on the dis-
ease. “One of President Umaru Yar’adua’s priorities is tack-
ling the Nigerian HIV/AIDS epidemic; thereby contributing
positively to the attainment of health related Millennium
Development Goals (MDG).” Speaking at the Central Dis-
semination Workshop on Findings of the 2007 National HIV/
AIDS and Reproductive Health Survey (NARHS) in Abuja,
the minister said “I present the comprehensive 2007 NARHS
to stakeholders, development partners and the general popu-
lace to inform programmes planning, implementation, moni-
toring, evaluation and policy direction.” He said the report
of the survey is revealing and emphasized, “Government is
taking every step to integrate the findings for better policy
and decision making and more efficient programmatic inter-
ventions.”

m left. tState GovemoWamakko, one the beneficiaries, Mrs. Rashida Hassan, Minister of Health Prof.
Babatunde Osotimehin and Sultan of Sokoto Sa’ad Abubakar, at the official flag-off of Sokoto State National Health
Insurance Scheme, in Sokoto yesterday.

n Abuja Chief Mag-
istrate Court yester-
day ordered the In-

spector General of Police
(IGP), Mr. Mike Okiro not to
arrest the Chairman of the
Police Equipment Founda-
tion (PEF), Chief Kenny
Martins over allegation of a
USA contract fraud amount-
ing to $97.8 million.

The order stopping the
arrest of the PEF chairman
subsists till April 28, 2009
being the next adjourned
date fixed by the court for
the IGP to reply Kenny Mar-
tins on points of law regard-
ing a preliminary objection
he (Okiro) raised against a
motion filed by Martins
seeking to stop the execu-

slammed on him by the po-
lice. ‘

Chief Magistrate Sunday
Ochimana in his ruling said
the police should not arrest
Chief Kenny Martins pend-
ing the adjournment date of
April 28, 2009 saying that
executing the IGP’s bench
warrant would amount to
“infringement of an existing
court order”.

Earlier before the ruling,
counsel to Kenny Martins,
Chief Mike Ozekhome had
asked the court to discoun-

By Sunday Ejike Benjamin‘

tenance what he called ‘skel-
etal solution’ canvassed by
the counsel to the IGP Prisca
Oguamalam, pointing out
that she never showed the
court ‘how’ and ‘why’ the
court lacks jurisdiction to
entertain the matter.
According to him, “The
notice of preliminary objec-
tion is unbelievable and can-
not be sustained. It is bereft
of any integrity or credibil-
ity or believability. The mo-
tion is simply gold digging
because it is calculated to

prevent the court from giv-
ing judicial protection to the
applicant and therefore
should be dismissed with
substantial cost”.

He drew the attention of
the court to subsisting court
order made on March 5, 2009
which barred Festus
Keyamo and his chambers
from prosecuting Kenny
Martins on the account that
he has shown biased and
would likely persecute the
accused instead of prosecut-
ing him and that for the po-
lice to hinge their affidavit on
an information’ gotten from

Court bars police from arresting Kenny Martins

Keyamo or any of his law-
yers would not be acceptable
to the court.

Earlier in her reply, coun-
sel to the IGP, Prisca
Oguamalam while challeng-
ing Martins’ motion, submit-
ted that the warrant of arrest
was issued by a court and
not the IGP himself.

She told Chief Magistrate
Sunday Ochimana that his
notice of preliminary objec-
tion dated 20" of January
2009 and served same date
is asking for an order strik-
ing out Martins’ motion
dated April 8%, 2009.

tion of arrest warrant

Akunyili urges public, private sector to support re-branding

By Abbas Jimoh & Atika

inister of Informa-
tion and Communi-
cations, Prof. Dora Balal

Akunyili, has called on Ni-
gerians especially the pri-
vate and public sector to buy
into the national re-branding
campaign in interest of the
development of the country.

Akunyili made the call
yesterday in Abuja at the
public presentation of a com-

pendium on Nigerian Media

and Entertainment Industry
Report titled, “The next Fron-
tier, Making Steady
Progress”. .

She said that Nigeria re-
mains a formidable market for
the media and entertainment
industry and that with a
population of about 120 mil-

lion people, a growing middle

class and a societal thirst for
new information and enter-
tainment, “There are many
grounds in my opinion yet
to be explored by the indus-
try in Nigeria.”

“To this end, I urge all Ni-
gerians, the private and pub-
lic sector to buy into the na-
tional rebranding campaign.
The campaign is targeted at
changing the negative per-
ception of Nigeria abroad.

PTDF revokes N2bn contracts

he Petroleum Tech-

| nology Development
Fund (PTDF) has ap-
proved the revocation of 15
major contracts worth N2 bil-
lion awarded by the Fund as
part of its strategic interven-
tion in the oil and gas indus-

Some of the affected con-
tracts include Special up-
grade projects at the Petro-
leum Training Institute,
Effurun Delta State, the con-
struction of Federal Poly-
technic of Oil and Gas,
Ekowe in Bayelsa State and
the development of primary
and secondary schools in
Oporoza and Okerenkoko in
Delta State.

The Executive Secretary
of ti Fund, Engr. Muttagha
Rabe Darma who disclosed
this at the end of an extraor-
dinary meeting of the Fund’s
Management yesterday
listed the revoked projects to
include construction of two
hostel blocks and some reno-
vation works at the Petro-

By Hamisu Muhammad
| i

leum Training Institute,

 awarded between August

2006 and November 2007
with completion periods of
between 16 weeks and 45
weeks; contracts for the in-
stallation of computer and
digital laboratories and glass
blowing workshop, also
awarded between 2006 and
2007 as part of the Petroleum
Training Institute(PTI) up-
grade projects were also re-
voked.

Also revoked are con-
tracts for the construction of
a secondary school and pri-
mary school at Okerenkoko
and Oporoza awarded in
March 2007 ¢
hundred ai courieen : auloi
naira. Eight (8) contracts for
the development of hostels,
lecture halls, water supply,
renovation and ancillary
works for the establishment
of the Federal Polytechnic
Ekowe, Bayelsa State were
also revoked. Most of the

<t

contracts which were also
awarded in 2007had recorded
between 10% and 15% per-
formance levels by the con-
tractors. :

The projects awarded at
an estimated N2 billion were
revoked due to non perfor-
mance by the contractors
and failure to complete or
show positive signs of
completion within the grace
period of three months
which ended in March, 2009.

The Executive Secretary
said the Fund had no option
than to revoke the contracts
after it became apparent that
the coniractors were no
longer capable of completing
the n=~isnt~ ~ven if granted

[l oo <accnsion of time.
However, seven (7) contrac-
tors who exhibited positive
signs of completing their
projects will be issued last
warning letters by the Fund,
to complete the jobs before
the end of the current quar-
ter or have them revoked.
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ho&tmg of the Umted Nations Pﬁpu}atxon Fund con-

ference in Sokoto where Muslim women were advised
to use pills and condoms for family planning and prevention
of IV Aids. In a statement signed by Sokoto Forum chair-
‘man, Malam Usman I. Musa, the Forum called on all Muslim
women to distance themselves from the declaration and rec-
ommendations of the conference, saymg thc methods which
it promotes in family planning are injurious to the health of
women. The statement said use of condoms and pills by.
Muslim women which the conference advocated as a family
planning and HIV prevention strategy destroys morality and
promotes sexual promiscuity. The Forum warned that any
Muslim leader who allows the use of mosque 10 promote sex
education to girls in the community and as a distribution
centre for pills and condoms should know that he is working
am. The Forum called on traditional and political
. 1tch conference was orgamzed by UNPE, the

e Jigawa State govern-

I ment has committed

N19. 6 to the execution
of 18 major roads projects, the
state’s Commissioner for Fi-
nance, Alhaji Hannafi Yakubu
has disclosed.

Speaking at the 2009 bud-
get breakdown yesterday, the
commissioner said the alloca-
tion was part of the 2009 bud-
getary funds set aside for the
provision of quality roads
across the state.

Alhaji Hannafi noted that
some of the ongoing projects
to be completed out of the
money include Zakirai-
Gujungu road, Kiyawa-J ahun
-Gujungu-Gumel  road,
tsamiyya- Yalwan Damai- iggi-
Jjibogo-Bimin kuduroad, Gada-
farun Daba- Dandi road, town
ship road in Buji, Garki and

forther disclosed that new
roads to be constructed in-
clude Gujungu-Hadeja road,
Gwaram Farin Dutse-Fagam
road, Tashegu-Guri road,
Hantsu-Miga-Dangyatun
road, Gumel-Babura-Kafin
Fulani-tsangarwa road.

Rirnisim lanal casinamonant Ela
aivva 1ocal BUVOIIINIOOG 110

construction

Dutse
Others include rehabilitation
of Gwaram Basirika, state capi-
tal road, Dutse-Karnaya-
Kazaure road Taura Garki
Danzomoroad, Fulani -Sarawa
-Gurgun Daho road , Roni —
Gwiwa-Agangaro road, and
Dakayyawa-Kaugama-
Madana road.

The commissioner also
stated that government had set
aside N20m for feasibility stud-
ies on solid mineral resources
in the state to pave way for di-
versification of the state’s
economy. He noted that funds
would be sourced from the
N545m earmarked in the 2009
budget for commerce and
manufacturing, saying N70m

Jigawa commits N19.6bn to road

out of the money was set aside
for the promotion of small and
medium scale enterprises and
tourism.

Other expenditure include
N250m for completion of infra-
structure development in three
major markets namely
Maigatari, Sara and Gujungu
marketand N140 million for the
completion of infrastructure
development at Maigatari
Trade-Free zone and N65 mil-
lion for recapitalising the state
agricultural supply company
(JASCO).

8 die in Benin auto crashes

ight persons were killed
Em two separate road ac-
‘cidents in Benin on
Wednesday. The Zonal FRSC
Commander, Mr Zakari Nda,
who confirmed the accidents
i newemean eaid ﬂ'\n lv\dine nf'
the victims had been depos-
ited at the morgue of the Uni-
versity of Benin Teaching Hos-
pital (UBTH).
The first accident which
claimed two lives involved a

Hilux van with régistration num-

National Life newspaper and a
Mercedes Benz 190 with regis-
tration number CZ 04 ABJ.

The accident occurred on the
Benin-Lagos road near Okada
village. The driver of the Hilux

van and tha Arivar Af tha

Mercedes Benz 190 died on the
spot, while the two injured
women, taken to UBTH formedi-
cal attention, were currently ina
coma at the hospital. In the sec-
ondaccident, a timber lorry with
registrationnumber XA 781 SAP
ran into a building by the Uselu-

Lagosroad, killing six persons.
The lorry, reportedly travel-
ling on the Textile Mill road in
Benin; failed to stop as it
crossed the Uselu-Lagos road
before crashing into the build-

no F«“munmocano attrihatad
l_llb llllll VOOV auivuivu

the acmdent to break failure,
adding that the driver jumped
out of the moving lorry before
it crashed into the building.
One of them said that the driver
was pursued by bystanders
who caught him and handed
him over to the police. (NAN)

ber EW 437 LND belonging to

| Members of staff of Sunnse International School, Abu ja listening to Media Trus prmter,
during their courtesy visit to Media Trust Corporate Office, Abuja, yesterday.

Mélam suf Mohammed (left)

]

Pic: Kennedy Egbonedje.

agos State Governor,
Babatunde Fashola
esterday assured resi-

dents of safety of lives and
property following a U.S.
government security alert to
her nationals worldwide. -

He said the U.S. alert was a
matter of national security,
adding; “I am sure that the
National Security Adviser
who is a respected profes-
sional is on top of the situa-
tion.”

“I had spoken to the vari-
ous security agencies when 1
picked up that information
and we are doing our best in
terms of pre-emptive actions
to ensure safety of lives and
properties,” he said.

( :ases of Hepatitis, Ty-
phoid and Malaria are
on the increase among

residents of Jos and its envi-

rons, according to a medical
laboratory scientist, Mr Julius

Maduka. Maduka, who is the

Plateau Chairman of Private

Medical Laboratory Scientists

Association, said the three ail-

ments now ranked higher than

HIV/AIDS in their rate of

spread.

In an interview with news-
men in Jos yesterday, he attrib-
uted the development to un-
hygienic environmental condi-
tion and poverty among the

populace According to him,

“some of those affected by
these conditions cannot even
afford the cost of undergoing
laboratory tests.” Maduka said
the scarcity of potable water in
most urban centres had forced
people to drink water obtained
from unhygienic sources,
thereby making them more vul-
nerable. He suggested that
people should be conscious of
the types of food they ate and
the sources of water they
drank. Maduka also said vac-
cination against some of the
diseases would help to mitigate
the effects of attacks when

Hepatitis scourge rises in Plateau

they occurred.

He said although HIV/AIDS
spread was also on the in-
crease, the ongoing public en-
lightenment campaign on how
to curbing the disease and have
access to Antiretroviral (ARV)
drugs, had reduced the degree
ofits risk. Maduka appealed to
all tiers of government to take
up the challenge of providing
potable water and other social
services much more seriously.

“Once people drink good
water and live in environment-
friendly habitats,most of the
health problems will be re-

duced,” he said. (NAN)

JFashola reacts to U.S. bomb blast alert

Speaking on the current
global economic melt down,
Gov. Fashola said it was a time
for a global change. “You will
see that from the
communiqué issued by the G-
20 in London, one of the
things that they were look-
ing at was attainment of glo-
bal financial stability. How it
would work is a matter which
would be fine tuned over time.
They resolved on a package
stimulus of over one trillion
dollars annually for develop-
ing countries. This is a drop
in the ocean as far as 1 am
concerned but it is a demon-
stration of some concerns for
African and developing

,world,” the governor said. He

said the solution to the eco-
nomic crisis lies in Africa and
most of the developing na-
tions with huge markets that
would benefit from capital in-
vestment but they were yet
to be tapped. (NAN)
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From left: Danny Glover, world acclaimed movie star and acti
Governor, Chief Timipre Sylva and his wife Mrs Alayingi Sylva after a brea

Yenagoa for the 2009 Africa Movie Academy Awards (AMAA) .. .recently

Governor chases

overnor Emmanuel
Uduaghan of Delta
esterday chased
away the organisers of the
Delta Agricultural Products
Sales Fair, tagged Easter
Festival Sales, saying they
were fraudulent.

The governor who was
at Osubi Trade Fair ground
in Okpe Local Government
Area to kick-off the
ceremony, said the
Erogramme was not worth

is endorsement. The
programme was organised
lsm er th; Peasant agmeﬁs

upport Programme, by the
DeIiIt)a I\gnistr 4 of
Agriculture and Natural
Resources. Uduaghan said
although the state had laid
a lot of emphasis on
agriculture, the grogramme
was not intended to deceive
people as portrayed by the
organisers of the fair. The
organisers had indicated
that lots of chickens, e%%s,
fresh fish, pork, vegetables
and other foodstuffs
produced by the
garticipatin farmers, would

e on display. But only a
handful of the farmers
turned out, and newsmen
covering the fair learnt that
the organisers went into the
open market to buy some of
the things exhibited.

The governor said:
“This administration is
laying a lot of emphasis in
the area of agriculture. It is
through agriculture that we
can employ our people.

“But our agricultural
programme is not to deceive
Beople. It is not to deceive

eltans. from what I am
seeing here today, we have
come here to deceive the
people of Delta. And I will
not be part of it; even if I
succeed in deceiving
Deltans I will not succeed in
deceiving God. We have a
comprehensive agricultural

rogramme. e have
armers in the state. We have
empowered farmers”’, he
said.

The governor added:
“This is not what I am going
to flag-off. I am not flagging

out organisers,

from agric fair

off any sales. “I have told
the organisers, just pack
your things and get out of
this place. This is not what
the people of Delta expected
us to do. Nobody should
bring me here to come and
embarrass me and
embarrass the state. I will

not take that
embarrassment. This
programme is hereby

declared closed.”” The
programme was expected to
take place simultaneously in
the three senatorial districts
of the state.

Earlier, Dr Ogaranga
Tabs-Tabowei, the
Commissioner for
Agriculture and Natural
Resources had said that the
programme had empowered

Low teacher

he Director General,

I National Teachers’ In

stitute (NTI) Kaduna,

Dr. Aminu Ladan Sharehu

has raised alarm over the

continued reduction in stu-

dent enrolment in the insti-
tute.

Speaking during the in-
augural meeting of the gov-
erning council of the insti-
tute in Kaduna yesterday,
the Director Géneral de-
scribed as alarming, the rate
at which enrolment in the in-
stitute is decreasing annu-
ally.
“We are worried about
the continued reduction in
student enrolment in the in-
stitute and this is posing a
very serious challenge not
only to us in the institute but
to the development of the
education sector in the
country. So there is urgent
need for all of us to come and
contribute in addressing this
shortcoming,” he said. The
NTI boss who described
teachers as the key to the
success of every educational
system-and the overall de-

4,000 peasant farmers in the
25 local government areas of
Delta. He said the
programme had elicited the
“genuine desire of our
peasant farmers to produce
enough food for Deltans
and for other parts of the
Country”’. He said 450
youths had been trained to
take to the farms and replace
the ageing generation of
peasant farmers in Delta.
Reacting to what happened
at the fair, Mr Gerry Ossai,
State Chairman, All Farmers
Association of Nigeria
(AFAN), said the turn-out
was poor due to poor
sensitisation.

“Today’s programme
came out the way it did

e United States of America, Bayelsa State
kfast meeting when the movie world came to

exhibitors

because AFAN was not
officially requested to
mobilise farmers. It was put
together rather hastily. You
don’t mobilise farmers by
radio and television. You go

with town criers; you go to
the grass roots, talk to them
directly and through

churches and peer groups,”
he said.

| am totally
disappointed, totally
deflated by the turn of
events, where farmers are
involved. I feel so ashamed
that I am the leader of
farmers in Delta, something
about farmers is happening
and this is what it has come
to. His Excellency has been
So magnanimous with the
farmers. And we have let him
down at the time we should
be showing off the colours,
the proof of what he has
done.” (NAN) :

intake worries NTI boss

From Ismail Mudashir,
Kaduna

velopment of the country,
advocated the introduction
of B. Ed and Master in Edu-
cation to enhance the quali-
fication of teachers in the
country.

To address the problems
facing the institution, the
Director General said he had
developed a five-point
agenda for the institute and
appealed to all staff and
stakeholders to support it for
the acceleration of develop-
ment of the school.

Responding, the chair-
man of the governing coun-
cil of the mstitute, Alhaji
Adamu Ibrahim Gumba said
the institute must look in-
wards and use the available
resources at their disposal
to produce indigenous
teachers relevant to the
needs of the environment.

“We must therefore work
as a team pursuing common
goals in a manner unprec-
edented in the history of the
institute realizing that gov-

ernments throughout the
country have no surplus
funds to import teachers
from United Kingdom as it
was in the 60’s,” he said.
He disclosed the
council’s intention to
organise a retreat for mem-
bers of management, zonal
and state coordinators of
the institute to design the
most aptgropriate way of
moving the school forward.
Enugu to establish waste
recycling plants
Plans have reached an
advanced stage to establish
waste recycling plants in
Enugu State, Mr Frank
E§vu, the Public Relations
Officer of Enugu State Waste
Management Authority
(ESWAMA), has said. Egwu
told newsmen in Enugu yes-
terday that the government
had already entered into ne-
gotiations with some forei
mnvestors on the project. He
said that the plants would
turn waste into energy, waste
into gas, while producing
lastics, metals and manure
or the people.
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Yar’adua to accord it the recogni |
ing Idoma sons and daughter into his adanmstmtmnand dis-
card petitions emanating from the area purportmg that its mem-
bers were hobnobbing with opposition parties. In an open letter
addressed to President Yar adua, the group said, “it is high time
M President laoksd mward for ﬁlnstrltms SOnS an daughters of

Idomaﬁlders Forum b sope aled t

— pomt &rem into the federal admmlsirahcm
the forum’s pubhcxty secretary, Comrade :
alleged that a senior senator from the state is influer
appointment of his relatives and | ckeys to hoard :
the Yar adua government wi '

Idoma people who a ifi
covered a plot where photographs ¢ 2
snappedatbmalsanduhurch&s ’m}ywhensmhwcamsseat
wxﬂm;g:csxtmnpolﬁc:ansm y them as aftendin,

s’ fimctions ey

: cuave el C
eraiWatchCmstﬂmLmted,PmﬁMomﬁxAdemﬁe OmarRaimm
in her office. She said the loans wmﬂdimIpAmsamlandSmaﬂ
Scale Miners to facilitate their operations and capacity building,
Mﬁmhwmﬂdalsohelpmmamlggobandweai_ fheeammy The

conducweenvummmarebemgmxedto attract direct f
m&sﬁnentnﬁoﬁlesector Sp aIsoﬁmChamnanofNﬁneml

said his company ;smvolvedmbuagmgmmtorstoge&m for the
development of the mining industry inthe country.

From left: Chairman, House Committee on Youth and Social Devélopment Depo Oyeﬂokun, Prof. Okey Ibeanu, Auwal Ibrahim Musa
(Rafsanjani), Executive-Director of CISLACL; Dr. Funmi Olonisakin, Director (CDG, London), and Nnenna Ijeoma, Chairperson,
House Committee on Civil Society and Donor Agencies at a workshop on “Youth Vulnerability and Exclusion in Nigeria (YOVEX)”

yesterday in Abuja.

Workers to get monetization arrears
so0n - Minister

T-e Minister of Labour
and Productivity, Prince
Adetokunbo Kayode
yesterday said the Federal
Government has approved the
release of monetization arrears
owed federal Parastatals.
Kayode revealed this at a
meeting with the leadership of
Radio Television Theatre Arts

Senate calls for liberalisation of

he Senate yesterday
I called for liberalisation
of the process of obtain-
ing licenses for broadcast sta-
tions in the country, Chairman
Senate committee on Informa-
tion and Media Senator Ayogu
Eze (PDP, Enugu East) made
the call when he received mem-
bers of the Independent Televi-
sion and Radio Programme
Producers Association of Nige-
ria (INTRAPPAN) led by the
chairman of board of trustees
Ambassador Olusegun Olusola
at the National Assembly.

“I think that time has come
for the process of licensing of
television and radio to be lib-
eralized. I was scandalized to
found out that south Africa
have over 250 community ra-
dio stations and we donothave
even one. We have the popu-
lation; we have the where-
withal to sustain these invest-
ments because a country of
about a 140 million, there is
nothing we cannot do. So I
think that the time has come for
the process of licensing of this
radio stations to be liberalized.
We can increase regulation by
ensuring that we monitor more
what goes on air. Individuals
should be allowed to own more
media and television stations,”
Eze said.

He further advocated for

_ Abuja yesterday.

| By Francis Okeke ’

Workers Union of Nigeria
(RATTAWU).

He commended members of
the Union for their perseve-

rance and attributed the non
payment of their monetization
arrears on time to some bu-
reaucratic bottleneck in the
National Assembly which de-
layed appropriation of the

broadcast license

By Abdul-Rahman
Abubakar & TurakiA.
Hassan

better pay package for radio
and television workers as ac-
cording to him broadcaster are
the most paid in advanced na-
tions of the world and Nigeria
should not be an exception The
committee also formally en-
dorsed the association’s pro-
posal for an N8 billion televi-
sion in Africa at 50 fiesta “We
are very happy as an institution

to be part of this celebration
and therefore we are very will-
ing to partner with you in what-
ever capacity.

Speaking earlier, the Chair-
man of the association’s board
of trustees Ambassador
Olusegun Olusola said the as-
sociation is the umbrella body
of content providers for both
television and radio in Nigeria
and provides about 80% of
programmes running on both
radio and television channels
across the county.

amount involved.

In a press statement signed
y the Assistant Director of
press in the ministry, Samuel
Oluwookere, the minister
stated that the delay in the pay-
ment was due to govern-ment’s
“commitment to com-pletely
sanitise and overhaul the pub-
lic service through the ongo-
ing Staff Auditing and Verifi-
cation exercise.”

He stressed that the veri-
fication exercise was “‘very es-
sential provided it is carried out
efficiently to ensure that people
who have retired from service
were replaced with the young
ones with new ideas instead of
wasting money on ghost work-
ers.

Earlier in their remarks,
leaders of the delegation,
“Comrades Sunday Olu Jethro
and Henry Odugala jointly
promised the Minister the
readiness of their Union to
partner with his Ministry to
ensure that industrial peace is
maintained Nationwide” the
statement added.

(=3

N/Assembly urged to have oversight function

e National Assembly
needs to have proper
oversight that can take

care of youths in the country
soas to avert youth restiveness,
say the Director Civil Society
Legislative Advocacy Centre
(CISLAC) Awwal Musa
Rafsanjani.

He made the call yesterday
in a welcome address at a
workshop organized by Kings
College London in conjunction
with CISLAC on youth Vul-
nerability and Exclusion
Project (YOVEX) held in

on youth dev

{ By Benjamin Auta J

He said that youths have
been used negatively to cause
violence rather than building
the nation.

“We need to formulate poli-
cies that empower the youth as
well as have proper mecha-
nism of implementing them so
that it will drastically reduce
the rate of denial of their rights.
You know that it is dangerous
for the nation to deny the youth
their rights to socio-economic

_youth.

and political emancipation,” he
said.

Rafsanjani added that unless
the nation can find a place for
the youth to thrive the future
of the nation will remain bleak
since he cannotrise to the level
of leadership.

Also speaking, the Director,
Conflict, Societal and Devel-
opment Group (CSDG) Dr.
Fumi Olonisakin, said that the
aim of the workshop is to fa-
cilitate dialogue and connec-
tion between security and de-
velopment as it affect the
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Borno at high risk of drug
tratticking -NDLEA chairman

orno State has high
risk  of drug
trafficking due to

its proximity with
Cameroon , Chad and
Niger Republic , Chairman
of the National Drug Law
Enforcement Agency
(NDLEA), Ahmadu Giade,
said yesterday.

Speaking in Maiduguri
during the destruction of
3,314.604 kilogrammes of
narcotic drugs and
psychotropic substances

- seized by

From Isa Umar Gusau
and Mustapha Isah Kwaru,
s Maiduguri

the state
command of NDLEA, Giade

observed that following the

agency’s improved security
and surveillance at cities
with international flights,
the desperate traffickers
resorted to using border
towns to carry out their
activities.

“Borno, by our records is

a high risk region for drug
trafficking because it
shares international
borders with three
countries, it is a serious
concern that heroin, which
is among the drugs that
were hitherto trafficked
through cities with
international flights has
now been found and
seized in the state”, he
said.

The NDLEA boss
hinted that Borno had also

Makurdi, environs not fully covered
in polio immunisation — Parents

hildren in some
parts of Makurdi,
the Benue State

capital and environs were
not reached in the last
national immunization
days to stem the child
killer disease whose
prevalence has continued
to rise in the state.

A visit by our
correspondent to some
sections of the highbrow
Judges’ Quarters and
Logo I and II as well as
Agbough revealed that
although the state
government widely
publicized the last
exercise, parents were
disappointed that
vaccination officers
failed to visit their
homes.

In Judges’ Quarters,
children in residences at
the extreme part were not
visited although the field
officers were seen
administering the vaccine
in homes along major

Sokoto to dlstrlbute fertilizer to farmers

okoto State

government

S

fertilizer would be ready for
distribution to them before
the end of next month. The
state’s Deputy Governor,
Muktari Shehu Shagari
stated this in Sokoto while
speaking on fertilizer
distribution for this year’s
planting season. “We
understand that the farmers
need the fertilizer on time and
we will ensure they get it on
time.” Shagari who also
oversees the state Ministry
for Agriculture disclosed that
10,000 tons of fertilizer was
already in stock while 14,000
is to be purchased for this
cropping season. He added
that the farmers would be
given the commodity at
subsidized rate so that they
could afford it. He said the

has |
assured farmers that !
24,000 metric tons of

From Rakiya.A.Muhammad, |
| commitment

. ensuring availability of food

Sokoto

state government would
ensure effective distribution
of the commodity. He

expressed government’s
towards

for the people in line with
President Yar’adua’s seven
point agenda.

Obi stresses

importance of Easter

From BLatfice Onuchukwu, Awka

nambra State Governor, Mr Peter Obi says
celebration of Easter reminds Christians of the |

resurrection of Jesus Christ which forms the

basis of Christianity.

In his broadcast yesterday ‘in i
Awka, he said, “As we celebrate this year’s Easter, we |

are called in a special way to emulate the virtues. of
Christ, who taught us the importance of the life of
service and love of our neighbour. May this celebration
bring our people closer in the spirit of love and
understanding. May we also pray in a especial way for |
continued peace in our state and the country at large 1‘
as we give thanks to God for His many blessings. On
behalf of the people of Anambra, I send my best wishes
to all Christians for a happy Easter”.

From Hir Joseph, |

Makurdi
streets. Same reports were
received from areas like
Logo I and II as well as
Agbough. Many parents
who spoke to Daily Trust
in those areas said their
homes were not reached.

Health commissioner,
Dr. Jairus Erube could not
be reached as his two
phones could not connect,
but the State Immunization
Officer; Mr. Denis
Oshimagye said in an
interview with newsmen
yesterday that the state
achieved more than 100
percent coverage during
the exercise.

Oshimagye said the
state government duly
applied the necessary
human and material
resources for the success
of the immunization
exercise, which he
claimed led to 120 percent
success at the close of
the exercise.

He added that three
were reported cases of
polio transmission in the
state since January 2009.

Oshimagye expressed
optimism that the last
exercise would stem the
rising case of polio in the
state which affected
children in Otukpo,
Ohimini, Ado and Apa
Local Government Areas.

became high risk are due to
drug related offences as a
result of the crisis in Darfur
region of Sudan as well as
the activities of rebels in
some parts of Chad and
Niger, as the traffickers
might take advantage of the
poor security of these
countries.

“The statistics of arrests
and seizures in the state is
an indication that the drug
problem is real, 75'suspects
were arrested last year, while
3,361.85kg of illicit drugs
including 2.3 tonnes of
cannabis concealed in a
truck meant for export
through the border were
seized, the agency has
equally prosecuted 53

accused persons”, Giade
added.
The chairman who

described the agency’s task
as crucial to national
security and socio-
economic growth, stressed
that any act of compromise
and unprofessionalism
would be addressed
according to the rules.
Giade declared that the
NDLEA would not be
distracted by sinister
attacks of drug dealers,
saying “we shall remain
focused and determined to
stop the activities of drug
barons no matter the level
of opposition”.
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] he G20 club of the biggest economies
L g =
8 inthe worl@metisLondon on April 2

Nigeria was not invited. They were
right not to invite us. You can accuse me of
lack of patriotism, but what can we put on
the table? Beyond trying to save our zombie
banks and kalo-kalo economy, what have
we done for ourselves lately?

These “big boys” of the global economic
jungle met to develop and work out the
modalities for a co-ordinated action plan to
tackle the global financial meltdown, which
has now become what the IMF has termed
the “great depression”. They resolved to
pump-in some US$1.1 trillion, and discussed
the basic outline of a new financial
architecture to usher in a more rational global
economic order.

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon,
among many world leaders, has welcomed
the intervention package calling it “sound
economics”, stressing that the developing
nations must receive a part of this fund “if
we are to stem the onset of a human
development crisis.”

By our own admission, we are not yet
among the top 20 economies in the world.
We intend to get there, somehow, by the
year 2020. So why did we expect an
invitation? We muddled matters by initially
saying we were immune to the crisis, and
when our officials started mouthing
Soludo’s pedestrian definition of
“recession” and insisting that we are not in
one and will never get there. We used to be
invited to the G20 dinner and the group

[{ riday Ca

 sanusiabubakar@dailytrust.com o el

photograph. Now we are left to dream in
our cloud coo-coo land.

All the same, we need not waste our time
sulking. N crumbs off the table of any
global summitwill take us out of the woods.
At best we should be concern with bettering
our terms of trade and securing more
technologically beneficial investments from
the rest of the world. Our problems however
are largely internal and cannot be solved
by anyone but us.

We were in trouble even before this mess
started and we should be addressing that,
and not the sleep-walking that seems to be
our management style of choice. For the last
five to ten years, only those with privileged
access to public funds or state support were
doing well; especially those with banks,
quoted companies, GSM outfits and oil
blocks. A few were also making it through
oil bunkering and other shady activities of
marginal or outright legality. For the vast
majority, the system was not working. The
current crisis only made life grimmer and
more miserable. So, addressing only the
current problems would merely scratch the
surface. We should seize this opportunity

Re: Escapism and Gov

sentiments have been allowed to take the
enter stage in the current impasse
between the immediate past administration
in Nasarawa State and the current regime of
Alhaji Aliyu Akwe Doma. People outside the
political realm, see the development as battle
line drawn, and so delve into it blind folded.
For those who know politics, and especially
the Nigerian way, it is a mere political
disagreement between and among close allies
~ who will always rally round one another when
it matters most. Political friends are a clear
example of husband and wife, if one ventures
in between them; you will be put to shame at
the end of the day. This is why, wise followers
of events thread softly on matters like the
one at hand. If you must join the discussion,
make sure you are loaded with bare facts and
the right knowledge not to portray yourself/
oneself as a puppet.

My attention has been particularly drawn
to a piece on the Daily Trust of Monday 30"
March, 2009, put together by one Ahmed
Ibrahim from Kaduna. The piece was titled,
“Escapism and Aliyu Akwe Doma in
Nasarawa State.” Ordinarily, the piece should
not have attracted any response because of
its frailty in content, logic and presentation.
Most alarming is the fact as stated by the
writer himself, rather unfortunately, that he
was writing from Kaduna, on serious events
of the moment in Nasarawa State. Yet our
brother was so judgmentally conclusive in
his verdict. No wonder my dear Adamu took
more than half of the piece to inundate the
reader with a frail preamble to cloak the frailty
of the argument itself. ] am tempted to wonder
loudly if my dear Adamu is from Nasarawa
and residing in Kaduna, or he is only an
apologist, seeking to be holier than the pope
from a distance. Head or tail, simple reasoning
demands that our public outburst should
always be from the perspective of the right
information and full knowledge of what we
seek to discuss.

I is unfortunate that blind and clumsy

to demand for a fundamental overhaul of
the system so as to create food, jobs,
incomes, houses, hospitals and schools.
Starting with the banks, we need to sort
out the zombies from those that are alive

. and well. We should reverse the nonsense

of mega-banks and allow smaller, localized
or even specialised banks to emerge. Banks
should reflect the economy, and not the
other way around. Right now, most of the
banks have gone back to their round-
tripping of pre-Abacha era because margin
loans are no longer profitable. Fiscal
stimulus should be directed at those
infrastructural and human-centred activities
that actually create jobs. Money should not

be kept unutilized for a long time. We hope -

the policies that would actualise the Seven
Point Agenda are ready. For the avoidance
of doubt I define the 7As as, 1. POWER, 2.
POWER, 3. POWER, 4. POWER, 5. POWER,
6. POWER and 7. POWER. Yar’adua needs
the support of all of us, if he can get his men
in order. Our industrial policy should also
be an active one of promoting those
industries we want, not a neutral policy of
supporting any and all industries. Our shops
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and houses are full of simple items we
should be manufatturing and not be
importing. We should actively support our
people to set up such industries. We neither
have the luxury of waiting for some private
sector-led miracle, nor the limitless resources
to wait and just keep selling foreign
exchange to import useless consumer goods
we can import-substitute. In any case, late
industrialization has its” own logic.

Whatever we do we must not ignore the
dangers ahead. The residual defenders of
what one columnist, Andrew Jackson, called
“a reckless, out of control kind of financial
capitalism” are still around and effectively
in charge. They still believe somehow inthe
same free market fundamentalism,that has
led us to this mess. The global stimulus
package itself may not be enough. The IMF
is still not willing to seriously reconsider its
hostility to massive public investment and
redistributive transfers that are clearly
needed. A more representative and
accountable global financial architecture
may not emerge anytime soon.

The situation both globally and here in
Nigeria remains critical. Which takes us back
to Ban Ki-moon. While lamenting that the
financial crisis has spiralled into an economic
crisis, Ban Ki-moon insists that is not his worst
concern. He said, “I fear worse to come: a full-
blown political crisis defined by growing social
unrest, weakened governments and angry
publics who have lost all faith in their leaders
and their own future.”

We must avoid this possibility at all cost.

" ByMohammed M. Abdullahi |

The crux of the piece is an outright
comparison of the immediate past eight year
administration of Alhaji Abdullahi Adamu and
the paltry two year sojourn of the incumbent,
Alhaji Aliyu Akwe Doma in young Nasarawa
State. I think that comparing outright, eight
year tenure with two years and with such air
of certainty and finality, simply call to
question, any credibility and good judgment.
No doubt, it will amount to insanity for any
person to think or posit that history and
posterity will not recognize the achievements
of Alhaji Abdullahi Adamu in the eight years
he managed the state. Surely, he left his mark
and which cannot be confined to the dustbin
of History for eternity. Even Governor Akwe
himself has never contemplated any idea of
sort on his predecessor. I am sure that even
if they disagree on an issue, which is a hall
mark of politicians, they remain the best of
friends. Let no one be deceived.

However, any attempt to put the regimes
side-by-side, must be done with hi gh exercise
of caution and strictly on the basis of their
individual backgrounds. We must try to look
at them separately on the basis of their
respective approach to development and
development needs of the people. This is why
I said for any one to think or say the present
Governor is seeking an “escape for failure,”
is the height of injustice any sound mind can
pass. It therefore amounts to a hasty
generalization for a sound writer in the shade
of Adamu to, at least from what I read, ifhe
truly wrote the piece; say Governor Akwe
has not done anything in two years. At least,
not even the blind or, and the deaf and dumb
will agree with this, except if he/she isnotin
Nasarawa State and relies on hearsays.

The one and only reason adduced for this
position is that, the man waited for so long
to disclose what amount he inherited from
his predecessor. In his thinking, that is a
way of demonstrating failure to perform. May

e ——

be we may need to look up for a new
definition of failure according to the theory

. of Adamu. To make matters worse, the

gentleman is not only disputing the amount
said to have been inherited, but he
mischievously asserted that five million naira
was too meager and not enough to fuel
Government House vehicles for a single
journey. This is absurd and unthinkable. Is
this a kind of joke, at this serious level?
Common, Mr. Right thinking observer, let’s
observe well and inject some sense into out
analysis on issues.

Now having said that, let me quickly and
briefly inform my friend that failure is far from
it. Rather, this is a case of misplaced
judgment. There must be reference points
that should give failure a different meaning.
What will any one say to a Governor who
soon after assuming office settled
outstanding Government counterpart fund
0F280 million naira resulting in the immediate
take-off of he UBE scheme in the State? Not
too long thereafter, another whooping sum
of 1.5 billion naira was paid as counterpart
funds to the same UBEC. The cumulative
effect of these, is the building of 178 blocks
of three classrooms and head teachers’
offices; 258 blocks of two classrooms across
the length and breadth of the state. Andas [
write, contracts have been awarded through
open bid, to the tune of three billion naira
through SUBEB for the construction of over
nine hundred blocks of primary school
classrooms. This is failure?

In just under two years, Governor Akwe
has opened up more rural communities than
all the three previous regimes before him in
the State put together through massive rural
road construction and rehabilitation. This is

verifiable and I challenge all, including

Adamu, to visit the six roads spread across
all the senatorial zones of the State. The roads
are today at different advanced levels of
completion. They are the Doma-Agbashi road
being handled bv PW Nigeria: the Toto-

Doma’s administration

Umaisha road by Bulletin Nigeria; the Gitata-
Panda-Karu road being constructed by
Ceezali Nigeria as well as the Kokona
Junction-Agwada-Udege-Mbeki roads
(Carretera Nig. Ltd); the Nasarawa Eggon-
Mada Station (Mrss. Shara Brothers Nig. Ltd.)
and the Doma-Agyaragu, Kadarko-Giza-
Keana, Agaza-Agwatashi and Obi-Assakio
roads (Golden Construction Company Ltd).
And by the last week of March, 2009,

, approval was granted on contracts for the

construction of Adudu-Azara-Plateau
Boarder and Rinze-Andaha roads by the
government.

Outside road, which to me is a necessary
foundation for concrete development, the
state of water supply before Aliyu Akwe
Doma in spite of the abundant water sources
in the state is betier imagined than d s el
Today, the man has embarked on the
expansion of water supply schemes in Lafia,
Keana, Doma, Nasarawa Eggon .and
Nasarawa among others. Again, this too, is
verifiable and work is genuinely on-going at
advance stages of completion. Does this, and
the remodeling of 58 Primary Health Facilities,
two each in all the thirteen local Government
and sixteen Development Areas in the State
also amount to failure or absence of
performance?

The government has also within the last
two years, paid arrears of scholarship
allowances to Nasarawa State students
studying in various Institutions across the
country, and also restored overseas
scholarships for specialized trainings, jointly
amounting to about five hundred million
naira. These are all outside the man’s giant
strides in Agriculture and other sectors of
the state economy. Certainly, if these are not
commended, then they cannot be condemned
and reduced to imaginary failure. For the sake
of humanity, let us say things as they are
and leave judgment to God and the people.

Abdullahi wrote in from Lafia East,
Lafia. Nasarawa State.
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EDITORIA]
aster
eginning from today known in Christendom as
Guod Friday and culminating on Easter Monday,
Christians all over the world would engage in
the annual ritual of activities commemorating the death

and resurre;tion of Jesus Christ, the founder of the
. Christian faith. In fact the series of events marking this ¢
;f monientons event began exactly forty days ago when some

. committed Christians embarked on fasting and prayers
as part of the observation of the event. It is because of the
importance of this event on the Christian calendar that
the Federal Government has declared today and Monday
next week public holidays to enable Christians to
celebrate it and adherents of other religions to express
their solidarity with their Christian compatriots and with
other Christians the world over.

However, as has become customary with certain days
reserved for events of great spiritual significange, we
are sure that many will engage in the celebration without
bothering too much about the significance of what they
are actually marking. For those who do not know, Jesus
Christ, according to Christian doctrine, who knew no
sin gave his life to redeem man from the curse of sin.
This substitutory and redemptive death is an example of
‘extreme selflessness on the part of Jesus. In spite of his
powers, he humbly submitted himself for death on the
Cross of Calvary, with the aim that others can find access
toheaven. : -

Jesus Christ therefore exemplifies humility, sacrifice
and selflessness. These are the virtues which the
occasion of Easter calls on Christians and indeed
adherents of other religions in Nigeria and indeed the
rest of humanity to live by. This then is the Easter

| message.

And this message has become even more urgent in
our world today, a world torn apart by greed,

| rapaciousness, selfishness, arrogance and lack of fellow-

| feeling. Many are beginning to experience hell here on
earth largely because of their refusal to live the kind of

| exemplary life that Jesus Christ lived. The global

. economic meltdown that has created so much
unemployment and suffering on a large scale across the

1 entire world today is traceable to greed on the part of

| some economic operators. This shows that there is a
.| common thread tying humanity and that if there is a
vicious pull from one corner of the earth, all of humanity
will be adversely affected in one form or another. This
realization should have a sobering effect on our behavior.
‘We must acknowledge the fact that we share a common
humanity and that we owe it a duty to ourselves and to
others on planet earth to live a life of virtue so that we do
not unwittingly bring harm upen ourselves or upon our
neighbours. Our leaders in Nigeria and in the rest of
Africa must begin to imbibe and put into practice the
aforementioned virtues of Jesus Christ if they are to
provide leadership to this extremely backward continent.
This vast and resources-endowed continent is held down
by leaders who are self-serving instead of being self-
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the Governor of Bauchi
tate, Malam Isa Yuguda,

the Senate ad-hoc committee
on food crisis and other good
people of Bauchi State who
wholeheartedly believe in the
construction of Kafin Zaki

I:ope_ this piece will make

Dam despite hues and cries

from their neighbouring states
of Jigawa, Yobe and Borno,
to have a rethink.

Yobe State has already
constituted a 10 man
committee whose
responsibility is to see that

{ this idea never sees the light

ofthe day. Malam’s beliefthat
building the dam will create
jobs is so unconvincing, weak
and not credible to be the
main intention of constructing
the dam. How many job
creation opportunities are we
talking about here? Why
don’t we talk about the
present over five million

THose

e

families whose job is at stake
when ~ this dam is

constructed? Jobs they have

been doing since time
immemorial?

The construction of Kafin-
Zaki dam, if actualized, is
aimed at intercepting water
which flows through river
Dilimi in Jos, Plateau State,
moving 30 kilometres east
wards to Kafin Zaki and
moving 600 kilometres also
east wartls through Katagum
and Jama’are in Bauchi;
Hadeja in Jigawa; Ggonron,
Nguru, Gashuwa, Geidam,
Same Kanamma and Dama in
Yobe and Damask, Joka, Duji
Asaga, Gasharga, Faguwa,
Jabulam, Yau Abadam,
Mallam Fatori, Kaniram and
down to the Lake Chad all in
Borno. '

The Bauchi State governor
must know that presently, as
the river empties its water into
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Kafin Zaki dam and its consequences

the Lake Chad, those farmers
on the river banks in Yobe and
Borno who have been using
the river for.their survival
from time immemorial would
be redundant. By con-
structing this dam, the
millions of people who earn
their living on the river would
be handicapped and suffer
set back in their economic
activities.

- After the construction of
this dam, there will be no more
floodplains which typically
serve as critical habitat for
birds, including wintering
grounds for : migratory
species, and the availability
of water in many floodplains
or wetlands during the dry
season is an important
resource for grazing wildlife.

Millions of people across the -

continent are also dependent
on the floodplains for their
economic livelihoods.

Production activities
dependent directly on the
- floodplains inelude

agriculture, fishing, grazing
and wood- and non-wood
harvesting of riparian forest
resources (Adams 1992;
Scudder 1991). Another
seeming long term effect of the
dam is the reduction in the
-lower level water aquifer -
which most of these farmers
drain using tube wells during
their dry farming season.
‘The -provisions of the
Environmental  Impact
Assessment (EIA) Act 86 of
1993 is very definite and
Bauchi State should play

according to the rules for

peace and - harmony to
prevail. -

Moustapha Ali Busuguma,
Department of Mass
Communication, University
of Maiduguri, Borno State.

Text us on 08059100257 |

SIECs and state police

We either scrap State Independent Electoral Commissions
(SIECs) or else there will be no justification whatsoever for

rejecting state police. SIECs only exist to the advantage of

selfish governors who want to install their puppets as local

government chairmen.

LD. Buzi, Bauchi, 08034397457

Shame of a nation

Like Obama, like Bush

Slowly and steadily, President Obama is toeing the line of
his predecessor, George W. Bush, especially on the so-
called war on terror. His policy on Afghanistan and Pakistan
is the same with that of Bush. Obama will similarly pay the
price if he continues on this destructive path.

Danlami Baban Takko, Bauchi. 08030539506

North and its leaders

What contribution have our so called leaders made to make
the North a better place? They keep harping on the legacies
of Sardauna. The late premier is no more and is already
accounting for his deeds. Today’s leaders should sit and
reflect: how are they discharging their responsibilities,
because they will surely die and account for their deeds too.
Aisha Amoka, 08069780388

less and who are extremely arrogant instead of being
humble. The followership is of course not exempted from
the message of Easter but those in position ofleadership
seem to need it even more. :

However, we Nigerians must all resolve to live a life of
service and commitment to the best interests of the

It is really shameful that Nigeria, which prides itself as the
giant of Africa, with a population of about 150 million people
and despite the country’s abundant resources has less than
6000 megawatts of electricity. Compared to less populous
countries like South Africa, our leaders have failed.
Joshua Timothy, 08036031086

|

fatherland if we ever hope to pull our nation out of its
present morass. It is a big reproach that our nation
Nigeria has sunken so low that she is no longer even
invited to gatherings where serious-minded nations are
asked to come and brainstorm on some problems
affecting humanity. Sinful living brings reproach upon
a nation.

This Easter should provide us the setting to begin
serious reflection on how to bring an end to corruption,
divisiveness, dishonesty, lack of transparency and
accountability in our public and private lives and other
ills that have conspired to put us down. We wish our
Christian brethren a happy Easter.

Governors and second term

Those governors seeking for second term in office should
concentrate on providing motorable roads, equipped
hospitals, better schools, stable power supply among many
others. By the way, how many of them are certain of seeing
another election year? So the best thing is to perform well
and leave 2011 for God to decide.

N. Dankane, 08035770832

Private schools in Kaduna

Governor Namadi Sambo should do something about the

incessant increment of school fees by private school
proprietors in Kaduna State. The governor should regularise
the fees charged. If not education, one of your eleven point
agenda might be negatively affected. We may be forced to
withdraw our children from school. Education is the right
of every child and ours should not be denied that right.
Ibrahim Isa Abubakar, Kaduna, 08036423166

Let’s not deceive ourselves
Nigerians must be aware that no political, social or economic
reform would be possible without spiritual rebirth in addition
to reorienting the people’s thinking and ideological course.
A bad thinking can never produce good action, so let us

not deceive ourselves.

Com Idris A. A., National President, Concerned Citizens
of Nasarawa State, 08039553220

Daily Trust on kidnappers

In its editorial of March 26, 2009, Daily Trust seems to be
supporting death penalty for kidnappers. Though I am against
kidnapping, condemning kidnappers to death will not stop
the disturbing trend. Our leaders should provide the youths
with meaningful employment, improve electricity supply, good
roads etc, and kidnapping will be a thing of the past.

Enefiok Oku, Yola, 08037109510
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Energising Bauchi’s Civil Service

e civil service is the nerve-centre of
any government, through which it
formulates and implements its policies

and programmes. For any administration to
succeed, therefore, it must maintain a well
motivated civil service. It is in this respect
that the Isa Yuguda administration in Bauchi
State has strengthened the office of the

Head of the Civil Service which oversees

the general operations of the state’s civil
service with estimated staff strength of 25,
146.

Due to the commitment of the Yuguda
administration to ensuring a viable civil
service, the office of the Head of the Civil
Service has achieved a lot through relentless
effort towards discharging its functions in
line with the objectives for which the office
was established. In fact, the achievements
recorded by the office since the beginning
of the Yuguda administration are not only
remarkable but also unprecedented in the
history of Bauchi State.

The major achievements include human
capital development. In less than two years
of the administration, a total of 4,491 cases
relating to appointments, promotions and
so on have been treated. In the main area of
manpower, civil servants were encouraged
and given the facility for in-service training
within and outside Nigeria. So far, a total
number of 2,584 civil servants have
benefited from the in-service training
locally. Also, the sum of N30million has been
spent on courses outside Nigeria.
Furthermore, 118 civil servants were
sponsored to read different Diploma
courses under the Capacity Building
Programme. And as its share of benefits from
foreign aids, the state received aid from the

Canadian International Development

Agency (CIDA) for the training of 350 newly
employed graduates. There has been short-
term trainings for civil servants in form of

E By Rilwanu Shehu - ;
workshops for various categories of
workers in the State at the total cost of
N47,825,000.00.

In order to ensure the delivery of quality
service to the people through competent
personnel, the state has adopted the policy
of conducting promotion exams. The policy,
which is borrowed from the Federal Civil
Service, is with a view to encouraging civil
servants to pursue self-development
thereby improving their knowledge and
skills so as to quorm better in their work
place.

In recognition of the importance of
motivation in the civil service, the Yuguda
administration has introduced handsome
welfare packages to go hand-in-hand with
the capacity building programmes. For
instance, the administration has initiated the
extension of the owner-occupier housing
scheme to other Government quarters not
included earlier on, such as Muda Lawal and
Ibo Quarters Low-Cost Houses, as well as
secured approval for 30% downward review
of the prices of the houses. '

In view of the importance of
transportation to workers, the state
government has restored the Vehicle
revolving loan while the car refurbishing
loan has also been recapitalized to the tune
of N200,000,000. The administration has
equally initiated the purchase of 1,000
Chevrolet Optra vehicles for distribution to
civil servants on salary Grade Levels 14 and
above on loan. So far, 900 of the vehicles
have been distributed to deserving civil
servants. In addition, 5,000 motorcycles
have been purchased to be distributed to
civil servants on loan.

Another significant achievement of the
Yuguda administration is the enhancement
of welfare packages for civil servants. The

packages include upward review of salaries
and allowances of civil servants and
implementation of HATISS and CONTISS
for all the tertiary institutions in the state.
Government has also implemented 15%
salary increase for civil servants.

In most government establishments,

“benefits of refirees are usually neglected.

But the Yuguda administration has ensured
that-such problem is not encountered in the
state. Hence, it has cleared the backlog of
gratuity and pension of N600,000,000
inherited from the previous administration.

Good service delivery is among the
priorities of the administration of Malam Isa
Yuguda, hence, the introduction of

" Servicom in the State, bottlenecks usually

caused by bureaucracy and red-tapism
have been reduced as it has greatly
improved the behaviour and attitude of civil
servants towards their work.

As part of the responsibilities of the office
of the Civil Service, it has supplied and
installed Intercom telephone (PABX) in the
State Secretariat Complex at the cost of
N73,997,348.30. The contract was earlier
awarded to Messrs. Signal and Control Ltd
in January, 2007 by the last administration
at the cost of N111,697,943.30. The project,
from which a saving 0fN37,700,595:00 was
made has since been completed and
commissioned by His Excellency, Malam Isa
Yugudu. The administration has also, in its
continued effort to provide conducive
working environment for public servants,
awarded contract for the supply and
installation of office furniture to political
appointees. The contract was awarded at
the total cost 0f N9,730,350.00.

Realizing the importance of electricity
supply for day-to-day government
business, anew 1250K VA Perkins Generator
Set was supplied to the Abubakar Umar
Secretariat. Meanwhile, the other generator

set in the Secretariat which was faulty fora
long time had been repadired and put to use.
So the two Gen-sets are being used
simultaneously.

The administration has also, through the
office of the Head of the Civil Service,

‘provided ministries departments and

agencies with utility vehicles to ease their
transportation and facilitate effective
service delivery. The vehicles, which were
brand new, comprise mainly of cars, pick-
ups, station wagons and buses. It goes
without saying that the vehicles need proper
maintenance to be able to serve the purpose
for which they were purchased. And this
has necessitated the reactivation of the
maintenance workshop at the Government
Driving School, Bauchi to serve as central
point of servicing/maintaining of such
wehicles.

The administration has also, through the
office of the Head of the Civil Service,
recruited 3,643 university graduates and
similar number of Diploma holders into the
State Civil Service. Similarly, five thousand,
five hundred and sixty-five indigenes of the
state have been employed-into various
military, paramilitary and police services. .
The injection of this new blood into the civil
service has not only provided the much
needed employment but energised the
service which has in turn positioned the
state to achieve maximum development.

All the achievements enumerated
above are by all definitions great
achievements. The office of the Head of the
Civil Service deserves commendation for
operating in line with the vision of the
Yuguda administration by achieving so much
in less than two years of the present
government. For Malam, its part of continued

‘effort to deliver on his campaign promises.

Shehu is Special Assistant on Media to
Governor Isa Yuguda of Bauchi State

‘MTN pass NINFPC”

mm! got you, didn’t I? The caption,
I'mean, it got you that’s why you are
eading this piece. How can, you

would say, ‘“MTN pass NNPC’?
Well that exactly was my reaction as I
shamelessly eavesdropped on a

conversation. No, do not blame me, it was
at a bus stop and if they were saying it loud
enough, why would I not listen?

So on and on she continued, and on and
on yours truly listened. I had to get to the
main gist. I even took style to move closer
to them. They were real “Naija girls” and
not a few sentences did they puncture with
broken English and I loved it for it made the
tale even sweeter. As we climbed the bus I
made sure I was sitting close by, though I
pretended not to be listening. I strained my
ears for more of the gist despite the
conductor’s noise. It turned out it was a
“Man gist”

“You know how Sadiq is,” Fatima said (I
named them Fatima and Hassana — Fatima
reminded me of a beloved cousin and the
Hassana just looked like a Hassana to me)
“a heavy dresser.” Hassana answered “a
correct bobo and with that his car, we all
envied you! And that his house, that was
where I first saw a plasma T.V. and he was
such a friendly guy! “Tss” Fatima hissed
“friendly my foot. It’s because I never told
you, that man is the most selfish man [ know,
so miserly that he can only spend on himself.
In the three months I have known him he
only gave me N800 worth of London Wax
and that was for Sallah” “Haba my sister
be kind now!” Hassana said laughing. “I

By Hajiyayye Liman

swear!”Fanma carried on “in fact the JOkC in
my house was, my junior sister’s 18 year
old boyfriend was -a “little” man, my aunt
Aisha will joke, since he could bring his girl
a bottle of yoghurt whenever he came. It
shows he is “man” enough to cater for a

“T was so blind with love so I also laughed
at her joke, till last year’s fasting”, she
paused trying to fix the veil that had fallen
off her head. I wished I could just do it for
her so she can go on talking but Hassana
was as anxious as I was, so turned and
asked, “What happened?” “Hmm it was that
time my eyes opened,” she continued “you
see, I was the one that opened my mouth
and told Sadiq to come and collect food for
breaking the fast because he kept
complaining he didn’t know how he would
cope. I pitied him” “I know!” Hassana
interjected “Is it not said that the way to a
man’s heart is through his stomach?” Fatima
answered that “the salary I had saved the
month before Ramadan to add to that of
Ramadan to get something special for myself
at Sallah was in his stomach and not even
once, Hassana, did that guy bring an egg to
compliment my efforts on feeding him. But
that wasn’t what infuriated me the most, it
was neither the heat from the cooking stove,
it wasn’t even the N800 worth of London
Wax he gave me. By the way, the idiot even
showed me the same stuff he bought for his
mum, it wasn’t even the jest I was subjected
to at home. no it wasn’t all of the above.

What got me was, after telling me he was
going home for Sallah, he said it was good
that he had sent his cook away. Naturally I
became happy, thinking he appreciated my
cooking. But hear him “at least I have saved
myself the cost of another “turmin atamfa”.
I was shocked and dumbfounded. “You have
been used!” a naughty voice kept saying in
my head. I just got out of his car leaving his
N800 worth of London Wax.

“Haba my sister are you this hurt?!”
Hassana exclaimed. “He can not be that bad,
after all NNPC pays well.” “They do” Fatima
carried on “but Sadiq does not spend well,
only on himself. Hassana have you ever
seen him buy fruits at the roadside? He parks
his car very well then goes down to haggle,
when he comes back to the car, he brags
about his prowess at haggling. Even
groundnut sellers are not spared!” And they
both laughed. “So in the end, out of
disappointment I gave out the N800 wax to
our Maiguard whom he gave the wax to
return to me, to give his wife for the Sallah
and decided it was over with Sadiq.

“Wow! So you eventually didn’t end up
with anything from Sadiq?” Hassana
queried. “I did,” Fatima quickly answered
and said “that gift, the N800 worth of
London Wax, to me got me my current
boyfriend Mustapha, because it opened my
eyes to Sadiq’s meanness”. “What? How?”
Hassana asked in her rather unique way of
laughing and speaking at the same time, and
it was good she was laughing, because it
covered my own slip off, for I didn’t even
know when I also asked how?” I felt so

sheepish, I quickly looked around hoping
no one had heard me. And when the
conductor came round I even paid their fares
pretending I had no change and then felt
like shouting “just carry on!” when they
paused to say “thanks”. I simply had
wanted to know what happened next, so
Fatima carried on, “You see Mustapha lives
in our neighbourhood and it appeared
everyone knew of his intention towards me,
but with Sadiq in the picture he did not want
to make any move. As soon as he got wind
of what happened between Sadiq and I, he
decided to make a move and I am glad he
did”. “Yes and he works at MTN, so you
would never lack airtime”. Hassana
interrupted “Yes, yes!” Then Fatima said
“And he is ten times a better man than Sadiq.
He is so generous that even my aunt Aisha
is so excited and feels that with La Musty
(as she fondly calls him) our house will be a
better place to rest her old bones and so I
declared that MTN is better than NNPC”!
She said jumping down from the bus. Yours
truly also jumped down looked around and
realized that we were at the last bus stop in
Unguwar Rimi while I should have gone
down two bus stops behind, so I climbed
back for the return journey and paid another
fare but felt it was worth it. I only have to
listen very well for my bus stop and hope
there will not be another tale bearer on the
bus, for these my ears love a good tale any
day.

Hajiyayye wrote in from 10B Kinshasa
Road, U/Rimi GRA Kaduna.
maumarzua@vahoo.com
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Alhap Aliko Dangote,
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Registrars

Notice to Shareholders
of our Client Companies :

This is to inform alf shareholders in our clients’ companies listed here that are yet to receive the following:
Share Certificates and Money Return Warrants to visit our head office:

Head Office Ad&ress: Plot 2, Abebe Village Road, iganmu, Lagos.
Time: Between 8:00am and 2:00pm everyday.

* N50B LAGOS STATE GOVT BOND
e . ARM AGGRESSIVE GROWTH FUND

* ASSOCIATED BUS COY. LTD (ABC)

* . BANK PHB

¢« BEDROCK FUND

* CHAMS NIGERIA PLC

. COSTAIN (W.A) PLC

* DAAR COMMUNICATIONS PLC

* DEAP CAPITAL MANAGEMENT & TRUST PLC
= FBN HERITAGE FUND

« FDELITY BANK PLC

* FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC

* OANDO PLC

« OASIS INSURANCE PLC

* OCEANIC VINTAGE FUND

* STANDARD ALLIANCE INSURANCE PLC

* THE IBTC GUARANTEED INCOME FUND

Thanks for your usual cooperation.

FIRST REGISTRARS MIGERIA LINITED. '
Head Office: Piot 2, Abebe Village Road, iganmu, PMB. 12692, Marins, Lagos, Nigeria,
Tell: 270 V078D Fax: 270 1071-2.
Adngja Office: (FBN Pic. Branch) 2, Jos Street, Opposite Sharon Wiimate Hotel, Area 3,
First i Garki, Abuja. Tel: 05670 6140. Telefax: 09-234 1202
.. egistrars of fiest choige Kano [ Tel 6702 838 3017. ibadan | Tei 0702 838 3005. Port Warourt | Tel: 0702 38 4060,
; Enuge | Tel 0702 8384063 Kaduna ; Vel OB02 396 4430
E-mail. info@firstregistrarsnigeria com. Website: www firstregistearsnigeria com.

itesgetive
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Conqratulations ! 1

o receive the rare
privilege and
blessing of being

turbaned as Ajiyan
Kazaunre by &
distinguished Monarchisa
great honour and the
occasion for thankful
celebration.

To live to see our sister
given out happily ‘and
honourably in marriage 1S |
also a cause for joyful |
celebration. _
And when the double |
celebration comes to @]
great compatriot, & .
benefactor, inspirator and
role model as the veteran |
administrator, a simple and
easy going gentleman and
a good leader in the person
of Nu'uman Barau

Danbatta, OON, N, we his grateful children say “Double

Congratulations” as his Highness Alhaji Najib Hussain Adamu, CON, §

Emir of Kazaure turbans you as Ajiyan Kazaure on Saturday 11"

April, 2009 at 11.00am at the Emir's Palace, Kazaure, Jigawa State, and

also the Wedding Fatiha of our Sister and Brother Shaima'u Nu'uman

" Barau Danbatta and Suleiman Tajo Othman which will insha Allah take
place at the same date, time and venue.

* May this be the beginning of greater things to come to you and your

N une ?*,f,“__A[,)j?‘,”bé‘tt\" O ON* gami

’family. | :
Engr. Yemi Oguntominiyi

for the Children
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A woman picks up ballo papers as others queue up before casting her vote mAlglers vester-

day.

Photo: AFP

Algerian president
poised for third term

lgerians voted yes-
terday in an election
hat President

Abdelaziz Bouteflika needs to
win convincingly to show

. that he can re-connect with

disillusioned voters and snuff
out a lingering Islamist insur-
gency.

Bouteflika, a 72-year-old
veteran of Algeria’s war for
independence from France, is
expected to win by a big mar-
gin. But if voters stay away
from the polls, that could
boost opponents, including
Islamists, who say the vote is
a charade. “Abstentions, the
one and only adversary of
Abdelaziz Boutéflika, could
upset all the calculations for
the election,” the newspaper
Le Soir D’ Algerie commented.

Interior Minister
Noureddine Yazid Zerhouni

said 30 percent of voters had
cast their ballots by 1 p.m.
(1200 GMT). “The election is
being ‘conducted in excellent
order,” he said.

But at one polling station
east of the capital, officials told
a Reuters reporter that only 3
percent of voters had turned
up, yesterday morning. The
Interior Ministry will an-
nounce nationwide results of
the vote today.

Algerian lawmakers
cleared the way for Bouteflika
to stand for re-election last
year by abolishing constitu-
tional term limits. Critics said
that could allow him to serve
as president-for-life.

Several opposition fig-
ures not running in the elec-
tion have urged people to stay
at home, tapping into a sense
among some voters that the

election will do nothing to re-
lieve widespread poverty and
joblessness.

Supporters say Bouteflika
deserves credit for steering
Algeria, an oil and gas pro-
ducer across the water from
the European Union, back to
stability after a civil conflict
in the 1990s that killed an es-
timated 150,000 people. He
has promised to spend $150
billion on development proj-
ects and create 3 million jobs.

But large sections of the
population are disillusioned
with the political process and
frustrated that years of high
oil prices have not translated
into more new jobs. Unem-
ployment among the young .
stands at 70 percent. Ana-
lysts say that helps feed the
Islamist insurgency that is
rumbling on in Algeria.

Gaddafi sues Geneva after son held

ibya is suing -the
Geneva authorities
for more than 500,000

Swiss francs following the
arrest of Libyan leader
Muammar Gaddafi’s son last
July in an assault case, their
lawyer said yesterday.

The lawsuit alleges police
used disproportionate means
when arresting Hannibal
Gaddafi, now 32, and his preg-
nant wife Aline on charges of
mistreating two domestic em-
ployees.

Some 20 armed police

forced open their luxury hotel
suite after being alerted to re-
peated altercations. The
couple had come to the Swiss
city to give birth to their sec-
ond child.

“We are seeking a finding
by the court that the police

action was disproportionate. -
Under Swiss law, dispropor- -

tionate action by a state is il-
legal and it opens the way for

aclaim for damages,”* Charles -

Poncet, who represents Libya
and the Gaddaﬁs told
Reuters.

Gaddafi was led away in
handcuffs, a “degrading mea-
sure” even though he did not
resist arrest, according to the
suit- obtained by Reuters.
Aline was taken to a mater-
nity ward and their 3-year-old
son was left shocked by the -
events, it said.

The case sparked a diplo-
matic crisis between Switzer-
land and the North African -
country which said it would

withdraw assets from Swiss -
‘banks ‘and stop supplymg

Switzerland with oil.

AFRICA REPORT
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FBI in hostage talks
. with Somali pirates

e US Navy has called in FBI hostage
I negotiators to help secure the release
ofa US captain held by Somali pirates

in a lifeboat in the Indian Ocean.

Capt Richard Phillips was taken from the
Maersk Alabama cargo ship -after it was
briefly seized by pirates. Officials said a US
warship had arrived in the area and was re-
maining in sight of the lifeboat during the
tense talks.

Relatives of the Maersk Alabama crew
told US media the ship was now sailing to
Mombasa in Kenya under armed guard.

FBI spokesman Richard Kolko said the
navy-had called his hostage experts “to as-
sist with negotiations.” He said the FBI was
now “fully engaged in this matter.”

The pirates took the lifeboat from the
Maersk Alabama when they fled the ship
after bemg fought off by the Amerlcan crew.

Tnalysts “have sard the neg‘uumuns’

could be lengthy, with the pirates keen to
extract a ransom for the captain as well as

compensation for a boat that was wrecked
in the attack. And the lifeboat is thought to
be equipped for a week at sea, although the
ship’s owners, Maersk, said it had run out
of petrol and was “dead in the water.”

The cargo ship, carrying food aid des-
tined for Somalia and Uganda, was taken
about 500km off Somalia’s coast in the early
hours of Wednesday.

US Secretary of State Hlllary Clinton
said the government was following the situ-
ation very closely and urged the world to
act to end the “scourge” of piracy.

There were 50 hijacks amid 130 incidents
last year by Somalipirates, but this was the
first time Americans had been seized.

Mohamed Omaar, the foreign minister
in Somalia’s fragile transitional government,
told AP that the pirates were “playing with
fire™ He sald they had “got themselves

SLEE

o=@ snuduon wnele mey have to extri-
cate themselves because there is no way
they can win”

S/Africa: ANC plans faster land reform

goal.

despite criticism that some

outh Africa’s African
SNational Congress
(ANC) plans to speed
up the country’s land reform
programme to helpend pov-
erty among the poor black
majority, but the ruling party
says it will not forcibly seize
farms from white landown-
ers. After the fall of apartheid
in 1994, the ANC which is
widely expected to win gen-
eral elections this month, set
itself a target of handing 30
percent of all agricultural
land to the black majority by
2014.

But progress towards the
target has been slow, and
only about 4 percent of land
has been acquired from pri-
vate owners amid funding
probiems that government
officials say might hinder the
government from meeting its

Land reform is a sensi-
tive issue in Africa’s biggest
economy, where critics say
the programme has hurt in-
vestment in the commercial
farming sector and drasti-
cally reduced the land that
is available for commercial
agriculture.

There are also fears that
South Africa’s land progr-
amme could mirror a similar
“fast track” programme that
damaged farming output
and triggered an economic
slump in neighbouring Zim-
babwe, where white com-
mercial farmers were often
violently evicted by Presi-
dent Robert Mugabe’s gov-
ernment. :

The ANC has vowed
that its own version of the
programme will be orderly,

of the same problems faced
by Zimbabwe, including lack
of support for new farmers
and poor farming skills, may
thwart South Africa’s
programme.

ANC spokeswoman
Jessie Duarte said the party
did not plan to resort to ex-
propriation, whereby the
government forcibly takes
over farms where willing
buyer-willing seller negotia-
tions with land owners have
failed, in order to speed up
land transfers.

“There is no plan to take
over anybody’s farm,” she
said. “The law is very clear,
it is a negotiation that takes
place and what we would
like to do is to make sure that
it goes through a little bit
faster.”

Gunmen free 220 prisoners in Congo

nidentified gunmen blasted their

l | way into a prison in eastern Congo

with heavy weapons yesterday, free-

ing 222 prisoners in a raid that killed five
people, witnesses and local officials said.

The raid took place in the lakeside town
of Uvira in Congo’s South Kivu province,
which, like its sister province to the north,
remains mired in conflict long after United
Nations-backed post-war elections were
held in 2006.

“They attacked several parts of town at
once. They came to free some of the pris-
oners. They succeeded, then headed back
up into the hills,” said Vlctor Chomachoma,
Uvira’s territorial administrator.

Chomachoma said Uvira’s central prison
had been holding 231 pnsoners at the time
of the attack but just nine remained after
the assault, during which gunmen used ma-
chine guns and rocket propelled grenades.

Three of the attackers, one government

“soldier and a female town resident were

killed during the attack, he added.

Soldiers captured four gunmen, whose
identity was not immediately confirmed but -
residents suspect came from the Burundian
Hutu rebel National Liberation Forces (FNL).

“They are believed to have been FNL
associated with a local Mai Mai (militia)
group,” a local journalist said.

Despite the official end of a devastating
1998-2003 war, Congo’s eastern borderlands
remain largely outside government control,
creating a lawless patchwork of strongholds
of both home—grown militias and foreign rebel
groups.

The FNL rebels have remamed active in
northywestern Burundi, southern Rwanda and

- eastern Congo despite signing a peace deal

with the government in Bujumbura in Sep-
tember 2006.

The attack in Uvira comes as Congo’s
army and United Nations peacekeepers were
preparing to launch a military offensive
against another Congo-based foreign rebel
group — the Rwandan Hutu Demogratic
Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR).
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Suicide bomber kills 5, |

wounds 17 in Afghanistan

u1c1de,bomber attacked a police drug eradication
&mt in'southiern Afghanistan yesterday, killing five

eople and wounding 17 others, an official said. The
Taliban claimed responsibility.

The attacker struck the patrol in Lashkar Gah, the capi-
tal of Helmand province, a major drug-producing area, said
Kamal Uddin, the deputy provincial police chief.

The members of the force were traveling in a convoy of
vehicles headed for nearby districts to eradicate poppies at
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the time of the blast, Uddin said.

Five people — two police officers and three civilians —
were killed in the blast, said Daud Ahmadi, the spokesman
for the provincial governor. The blast also wounded four
policemen and 13 civilians, Ahmadi said. <

Two police vehicles and three shops were damaged in
the explosion, Uddin said. He initially reported four dead
policemen, but the casualty figures were later revised by

Ahmadi.

A spokesmah for the Taliban claimed responsibility for
the blast in a phone call to an Associated Press reporter in

southern Afghanistan.

In a statement, the Interior Ministry blamed “the nar-

~_cotics maﬁa” for the attack

the main ingredient in heroin. The Afghan opium trade ac—
counts for 90 percent of worldwide production. The U.N.

estimated last year that up to $500 million from the illegal
drug trade flows to Taliban fighters and criminal groups.

World’s cheapest
car goes on sale

e world’s cheapest
car, the Tata Nano, has
gone on sale across

India, with reports of cus-
tomers queuing up to be the
first to own one.

Tata Motors has opened
bookings for the cars, which
cost from 100,000 rupees
($1,979) each.

Deliveries of the vehicle

will start in July, after pro-

--duction delays caused by a

dispute over land at its
Singur site.

Tata Motors says it is
confident of strong demand
for the Nano despite the glo-
bal downturn in car sales.

The company is asking
for a large chunk of the
money to be paid before de-
livery, which is scheduled
for July. '

The booking fee, or de-
posit, required for the basic
model is 95,000 rupees, ris-
ing to 140,000 for the luxury
model which has a full price

of 185,000 rupees.

In addition, applicants
have had to pay up to 300
rupees for an application
form.

In the first phase of pro-
duction, 100,000 cars will be
made. They will be allocated
to the first 100,000 custom-

ers picked at random from -

those who-apptied and paid
deposits over the next three
weeks.

Tata Motors chairman .

Ratar Tata has described the
10-foot (three-metre) long,
five-seater car as a “mile-
stone”. He says he got the
idea for the car from the com-
mon sight of Indian families
perched precariously on
motorbikes.

Tata hopes the low-cost
of the car will encourage mil-
lions of Indians to trade up
from their motorcycles. Cur-
rently, there are about nine
cars per 1,000 people in In-

The ‘secret’ document clutched by Britis
display.

enior poﬁce chief Bob Quik was clearly

Photo: Skynew.co.uk

British police chief
quits over blunder

ritain’s top counter-terrorism officer
Bhas quit after admitting he could have

jeopardised an operation to thwart a
possible UK al-Qaeda terror plot.

Assistant Commissioner Bob Quick re-
signed after he accidently revealed a secret
document to photographers.

Police were forced to bring their operation
forward and arrested 12 men—11 of whom are
Pakistanis. Gordon Brown said Mr Quick had
said sorry for what went wrong and that he
had thanked him for his long service.

The prime minister also said Pakistan’s
government “had to do more” to root out the
terrorist elements in its country. Sources say

Shia crowds decry USrolein Iraq

Mogqtada Sadr yesterday rallied against the
US presence in Iraq, six years after Saddam
Hussein’s fall. Protesters in Baghdad’s Firdos Square
carried pictures of the cleric and chanted slogans de-
nouncing what they called the occupation of Iraq.
Six years ago, US troops reached the square and
helped Iragis pull down a statue of their former leader
there. US combat troops are due to pull out from Iraq’s
cmes by the end of June.
nder a recent agreement, they are expected to
'remam elsewhere in the country until the end of Au-
gust 2010. Moqtada Sadr has repeatedly called for a
complete and immediate US withdrawal from Iraq.
Protesters carrying Iraqi flags chanted slogans
such as “No, no America - Yes, yes Iraq” as they

Tns of thousands of supporters of Shia cleric

thronged the streets and burned an effigy of former
US President George W Bush. ,

“God, unite us, return our riches, free the prison-
ers from the prisons, return sovereignty to our coun-
try ... make our country free from the occupier, and
prevent the occupier from stealing our oil,” an aide to
Mr Sadr read, as part of a message from the radical
cleric. Mr Sadr has not been seen in Iraq for several
months and is believed to be in neighbouring Iran.

His militia - the Mehdi Army - was badly beaten in
fighting with government forces both in Baghdad
and in the southern city of Basra.

His political followers did quite well in January’s
provincial elections and he is again showing that he
has the ability to call tens of thousands of people out
into the streets, our correspondent says.

the planned attack was to be “very soon”and
“very, very big”. :

A BBC correspondent said sources close
to the investigation had revealed the counter-
terror operation had been launched in re-
sponse to a possible terrorist plot that had
reached its final stages of planning. '

Although no specific target was men-
tioned in intelligence, police moved quickly
because of concerns over the scale of the at-
tack and the fact that it was going to happen
soon, he said. BBC security correspondent
Frank Gardner said it was an MIS intelligence-
led investigation into plans for a suspected
attack in the UK. It may have involved an im-
provised explosive device, security expert
Peter Taylor added.

The operation, and its subsequent raids
in Manchester, Liverpool and Clitheroe in
Lancashire, had gone ahead on Wednesday
afternoon rather than 0200 BST yesterday af-
ter Mr Quick’s memo blunder, Mr Taylor said.

The BBC'’s Daniel Sandford said the
change of timings had “put public lives at risk”
because it was carried out when people were
awake and in public areas.

Police are questioning the 12 arrested men
and “deep searches” of addresses are con-
tinuing, BBC security correspondent Frank
Gardner added. ‘

Chief Constable Peter Fahy of Greater
Manchester Police emphasised that the threat -
from terrorists had not increased but urged

_ the public to remain vigilant.
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COMMUNITY AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECT [CSDP] WORLD BANK ASSISTED
VACANCIES

The Faderal Government of Nigeria has applied for a credit from the Intemational Development

Association{iDA)towardsthe implementalion of Community and Social Development Project {CSDP}.

The overall goal of the CSDPis to improve access to services for Human Development (HD). To

achigve this goal, the Project Development objective isto sustainably increass access of poor people {intursl
Communities) to improved social, natural resources and infrastructural services in a sustainable manner
through the provision of grant support to beneficiaries for identifying, prioritizing, implementation and
maintenance of Communilydriven micro projectsunderapproved Community Development Plans.
Inorder to ensure effective implementation, Niger State Government requires the services of the following
key stafffor the CSDP
{H
{2) Finance &Administration Manager
{3} ProjectOfficer Gender and Vulnerable
{4) ProjectOfficer Monioring and Evaluation

GeneralManager

{5} OperationOfficers -
{8} IntemalAuditor ?

Applications are thersfore invited from suitably qualified candidatesto Blithe above vacancies.

190 General Manager

{a) Roles and Responsibilities

The GM shall:

{i} Bethe chisfExecutive ofthe Agencyand shall be responsible for carrying out the dayto- day activiies of
the Agency

{i}  Exercisepowarand functions ofthe Agencyasprovided for in the Project Implementation Manual

{iiy  Beincharge ofthe general adminisiration ofthe community social Development Project{CSDP),

{iv) - Manage the project personnel

{v}  Bethe accounting officer ofthe StateAgency, give approval forproposal ~ of COPs recommended by
the State Agencymanagement committes.

{v}  Authorize expenditure in accordance vith the annuatbudget and work program ofthe State Agencyas
approvedby BOD. 4 .

{vi} ~ Havetheresponsibility of overall discipline ofthe personnel, and could punish and reward afl staff

{vi) Representthe State Agencyin allits dealings with third parties at the Management.

{viii} Conduct dialogue with donors and those capable of providing complimentary technical and
administrative skifls and financial resources:

(i} Delegate his authority to the staff ofthe Agencyto the extentnecessary for the efficient performance of
the activities of CSDP: :

{x}  Performsuchother duties asmay be required for the effective functioning ofthe StateAgency:

" {xi}  Ensure regular and adherence to the State Agency reporting relationship with the Project Financial
Ianagement Unit (PFMU} of the State, Federal Program Support Unit (FPSU}, Federal Ministry of
Finance and the Wordd Bank, >

(b}  Qualification andExperience

Auniversity degree in Social Sciences. Natural Sciences, Engineering and/or any other relevant

degrae with at least fiteen years post-qualification experience in the private or public sector, five of which
must be at management level, An experience in the management of rural development projects shall be an _
addedadvantage. Applicantmust be computarliterate. 7

Finance andAdministration Manager
Roles and Responsibilities

The Financs and Administration Manager shalibs charged with the responsibility for;

Ensuring efficientrunning oftha office andthe maintenance of alloffice facilities;
Processing and paying alf bills, salaries {etc]pertaining to the smooth running ofthe State Agency
Maintaining schedules ofpersonnel, Welfare and other personnalfunctions;
Ensurning the proper recording of financial transactions ofthe StateAgency;
Generating adequate, reliable and timelyfinancialreportsfor the GMand other departments
Preparing annual budgets and work plansforthe State Agency
Processing and managing afl fund disbursements as well as ensuring proper documentation o facitate
the release of funds from Funding agencies to communities:
Liaising with banks, tax authorities, and other regular agendes onbehalf of
StateAgency
Prepare monthlyand quartelyreports on financial progressofmicro-projects and COPs:
Prepare quartetly FinanciatMonitoring Reports (FMRs).
Assist the GM inthe day-to-dayrunning ofthe StateAgency,
Responsible for staffdiscipline.
Beresponsible formanaging facilities ofthe agency
Reviewing financial transactions of communities in fine with General Guidelines issued by the State
Agency, FPSU andfunding Agencies, and making reportsto the GM; and
Offering training and capacity building in the areas of financial managemant, record keeping, and other
related mattersto the communities -
(b} Qualification and Experience

A university degree or highes Diploma in accounﬁdg or Banking and finance with at least ten years post
gqualification experience and must be member of professional association such as ACA, ICAN, ACCA or their
equivalentsApplicant must be computer fiterate,

Project Officer Gender and Vulnerable
Roles and Responsibilities

The Gender and Vulnerable Officer shall: :

Develop an action plan for mainsireaming vulnerable groups and gender sensitive activifies in the
operation of the State Agency

Faciitate the preparation processes of CDP formulafion at Community leve!

Assist project team to incorporate appropriate vulnersble groups (including gender) issues into
project activities.

Assist in organizing training for line ministries, LGA. LGRC and Operations Officers in
mainstreaming wulnerable and gender issues in development activifies.

Liaise with the Desk Officers in line ministries to idenlify mechanisms of incorporating vulnerable and
genderissuesintotheirprogrammes.

identify and arliculate opporiunities for integrating social safety nets in project activities.

Prepare a quarterly report highlighting ermerging issues from projects activitiesin mainstreaming
wilnerable group/oender issues in davelopment activities;

Provide input fo the preparation of quarterly/ annual and requisite reports of the operations
department.

Provide inputs to the costed yearly work programmes for the operations department.

Develop, maintain and disseminate a comprehensive knowledge base on winerable group
perspectives to promote staff awareness

Mamtain finks with and update knowledge of other relevant agencies programs on mainstreaming
wulnerable groups inte development agendas.

Design strategies for the encouragement of the government and its agencies to be more suppartive
lowards the cause of the vulnerable.

Responsible to the Manager, Operations.

Any other duties assigned by the manager, Operations.

.

{b} Qualification and Experience

Al feast a first degree or HND in Social Sciences, Natural Resources Sciences, Rural Envitonmental
Development, Agric extension with at leagt 5 years post qualification experience part of which must have been
spent in CDD related areas, Computer literacy experience in GenderVuinerable Mainstrearming and Safely
netswillbe an added advantage,

(4.0 Project officer Monitoring and Evaluation:
{a} Roles and Responsibilities
The M&E officer shall be:

- Responsible for data coflection, collation and analysis for field level activities.
- provide implementation assistance to MRE Manager
Compilation of monthly, quarterly and annual sreports.
Monitor progress towards attainment of targets and to adapt targets fo realities,
provide an improved foundation for planning effective resource use;
identify unacceptably high cost interventions and operations,
* provide record of events,
* provide information base for future evaluations, maintain quality standards.
- Any other duty that may he assigned bythe M&E Manager.

{b) Qualification and Experience
Atleast a first degree or HND in Social Sciences, Statistics, Natural Sciences, Rusal development and related
fields, with at least 5 years post qualification experience part of which must relate tomenitoring and evaluation of

s

{5.0) Operations Officers

{a) Roles and Responsibilities:

The Operation Officersshall: :

* . Sensilise and mobilize communities on CSOP project objactives and activities as well asissues relatedto
HIV/AIDS,
Facilitate communities to undertake needs assessment and priorilization that are socially inclusive and
environmentally sustainable; S
Facilitate communitiesinthe formulation ofCDPin line with{b}above; :
Build capacily of the CPMCs and LGRC Desk Officers, as appropriate, through providing training in
requisite areas e.g. Panicipatory Rural Appraisals {PRAs), record and book-keeping, project
management, mainsireaming gender, énviranment and natural resources issues elc, asidenlified by the
Projectofficer-EC and Training - Pocpe s
Supervise the implementation ofthe COPsto ensure quality assurance;
Ensure timelyreplenishment of accounts by the CPMCs; 2 :
Collect, colfate and forward to the MSE Department, infornalion/data on micra-project achivities in
communities; : s
Submission of monthly, quarterly and annual departmental reports to M&E Department on schedule,
throughthe Manager, Operations;
Setmonthly and quarterly performance targets based on the work plan; $
Submit regularreportsto the Project officer or relevant section for whose activitythey are deployed at an
point intime.
Responsible to the Project officer, Supervision.

{b} Qualification and Experienca

A first degree or MND in Engineering, Social Sciences, Biological and Natural Sciences, Business
Administration, Accountancy or related field, with at least 1 yeat post qualification experience in any area.
Computer literacy and willingness to fearn and work exira hours and on week-endsis a must Applicants are not
expected tobe more than 35 years as atthe time of recruitment and not above Grade level Qifrecruiled from the
civil service.

{6.0} internal Auditor
{a} Roles and Responsibilities
The Intemal Auditor shall:
3 Ensure adequale intemnal control systemis putinplaceinthe Project.
Ensure that proper acoountingrecords are keptinthe project.
* Advice managementin areas of weaknessobserved.
- Ensure all payment are approved bythe authorized officeri.. Project Manager.
Ensurethatalithe paymentvouchers have ali the necessary attachment,
Foliow- up, where an observation hasbeen raised, to ensure comrection ismade.
Periodically, check all the Project Accounting Record to ascertain whether they are properly
maintained and updated regularly,
Physicalinspection of all communiies'micro projects,
Ensure that payments are only made on activities which arein fine with credit document agresment of -
the World Bank.
Ensure that fransaction s not started by one person and completed by the same person,
Advice accounting personnel on howbest to keep their record.
Training the communities on how to maintain proper accounting record and make retirement for
amount disbursed to them bythe projectin fine with Word Bank requirement. S
Checking of the communities accounting record to ensure that, they are properly kept in fine with
World Bank requirement.
b} Qualification and Experience
Afirst degree or HNO in Business Administration, Accountancy or related field, with at least 5 years post
qualification experience part of which must relate to project audit. Computer literacy is compulsory and
sxperience in Community Driven development {CDD)} and membership of any recognized professional
body (e.g ANAN, ICAN)is an added advantage.

{7.0) Remuneration :
The advertised key positions have attractive remunerations commensurate with the mode of entry and in
accordance with agreed terms with the World Bank

{8.0)Method of Application
Applicants are requirad to submit a written application with five copies of detailed curriculum vitae attached yath
certificates and other credentials. Female candidates are encouraged toapply.

{8.0) Closing Date

All signed and sealed applications should be addressed and forwarded two weeks from the date of this
adverfisemenito

The Honorable Commissioner

Ministry of Finance and Economic Planning

Abdulkarim Lafens Secretariat

Minna, Niger State,
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P ‘ KIA MOTORS

— , . The Power to Surprise™

-

Up to 5 years Finance Available

stlnB“s tgua'l?gaa nklig :’{l__:: Lease Hotline: 01-8133160

* Terms and Conditions A

THE ~7 7777 CAR BRAND OF KOREA AND ALWAYS THE No.1CAR IN NIGERIA

Service Numbers: 01-8179595, 01-8179596, 01-8947489
17748000, 01-7749585, 01-7742080
Lagos: 0805 535 9999 / 0803 534 9999 / 0803 676 8888 Asaba: 0803 738 5563 / 0706 070 3754 Kaduna: 0803 680 5245 / 0805 320 2667 / 062-243 522-24
tkeja: 0805 993 8190 Benin (1): 0805 857 8789/ 0805 531 5145 /052-450 479 Kano: 0802 776 3333 / 0BOS 676 2222 / 064-897 753
Lekki: 0702 931 0211/ 0803 288 8882 Benin (2): 0705 563 6183/ 0705 563 6185 " Katsina: 0803 712 7232
Surulere: 01-7276083-4 2 Calabar: 0803 363 1210/ 0805 814 0271 Oshogbo: 0807 979 5337 /0705 611 1236
Abuja: 0807 709 3404 / 0802 776 9999 / 09-314 9694 Enugu: 0803 535 4641 /0807 513 1813 / 0807 061 4504 / 042-325 618 Port Harcourt: 0803 676 3333 / 0805 676 3333
Aba: 0803 571 7804 / 0702 965 6788 ibadan: 0703 404 7494 / 0807 979 5335 Uyo: 0803 644 2483/ 0802 304 1192
Abakatliki: 0806 835 5717 / 0807 903 1913/ 0807 903 2667 Horin: 0802 307 5692 Warri: 0806 588 7771 /0803 357 8540
i uen . Trade-in: 0702 877 7398, 01-732 9999

DANA MOTORS OFFERS You 18 DEDICATED@AFTER SALES SERVICE CENTRES NATIONWIDE

Eagle Eve aaan/0196
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®Minister urges manufacturers to
be consumer friendly
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before new
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Hotline: 08051000536

N500m capital base:
Bureau De Change operators cry out

ome Bureau De
Change (BDC) op-
erators in the Fed-

eral Capital Territory have
described as a ploy against
the North and an apparent
move to cause further fric-
tion in the nation’s economy
the recent refofm by the Cen-

- tral Bank of Nigeria (CBN)

in the foreign exchange mar-
ket
The CBN had in the last

*Say it is anti-North policy

By Abubakar Buba

licensing fee of N1 million;
annual renewal fee of
N250,000 and minimum IT
infrastructure that enables
the BDC to make daily re-
turns to CBN.

Chairman of the Bureau
De Change traders associa-
tion in the FCT Alhaji Shehu

Athaji Mahmud said:
“As an association, we
have been trying to raise
the N500 million require-
ments for licensing into the
class ‘A’ category for the
last 5 weeks without suc-
cess. We only managed to
raise N82.5 million which is
not even half of the require-
ment”

& B

A

For helicopter Flights to
Anywhere in Nigeria call;

OAS

HELICOPTERS
Nnamdi Azikwe Airport, Abuja
GSM.+234 803 446 3432

~+234 705 666 9020

Web: ww, .com
E-mail: cmmm';gters_mm

pumped about $200 million
foreign exchange to banks
for the last 3 months with-
out any noticeable change
in the price of foreign ex-
change in the parallel mar-
ket. Before the reform, a dol-
lar was sold at N116, but has

B

From left, Chairman Toyota Nig. Ltd, Chief Michael Adeojo; Chief Executive Officer Lead Automobile Co. Itd, Aliyu
Kakumi and Chairman House Committee on Information, Rep. Dino Melaye at the launching of the new generation
Toyota Avensis, held in Abuja yesterday.

3 months introduced vari-
ous reforms aimed at sani-
tizing the bureau de change
segment of the foreign ex-
change market by making it
mandatory for operators
'seeking class ‘A’ license to
have a minimum capital of
N500 million verifiable at all
times.

Based on the conditions
for the granting of the li-
cense, the apex bank stipu-
lates a mandatory deposit of
US$200,000 00 non- interest
bearing; non-refundable ap-
plication fee of N100, 000;

Mahmud said that the re-

form slammed down by CBN -

will cause further hardship

-in the society considering

the rising rate of foreign ex-
change.

He said that the reform
is a deliberate attempt to
sabotage the effort of
northerners who are into
Bureau De Change busi-
ness, adding “about 60% of
BDC operators in the coun-
try are northerners who
cannot even boast of hav-
ing N100, 000 in their ac-
counts”.

“If as an association, we
couldn’t raise the said
amount, then it will be prac-
tically impossible as a single
Bureau De Change outfit to
raise that kind of money”.

Commenting on allega-
tion that BDCs are respon-
sible for leakages in the
economy, Alhaji Mahmud
said that the blame should
not be fingered on BDCs
who act as mediators be-
tween the CBN and end us-
ers, but banks who receive
foreign exchange at official
rates and hoard it.

“Imagine, CBN has

Pic: Felix Onigbinde
nosedived to N182 as at
yesterday.

“Fluctuation in the dol-
lar can be checked if the

'CBN can sell directly to us”,
he added.
Meanwhile, Alhaji

Mahmud said that the asso-
ciation had written to the

CBN and the national as-

sembly for interference into
the matter.

However, Mr.
Ukasaonya Innocent of
Peace BDC disagreed with
the notion that the policy is
a politically motivated and
a ploy against the North.

(2
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Prospecting for oil is not for the lily-livered investor because it is both capital intensive and high technology-driven
and that explains why there are only a few indigenous investors in the upstream sector in spite of federal governments
encouragement. However, the New Nigerian Development Company (NNDC) have decided to tread the long and
slippery terrain of oil exploration. Recently, the company signed a Memorandum of Understanding(MOU) with Gazprom,
a renowned Russian oil firm, in its effort to commence oil exploration in the North. In this interview below, Alhaji Ali
Alkali, the Group Managing Director of NNDC tells the story of the North's 14 years search for oil and the company s

deal with Gazprom.

e search for oil in
the north has
become some

kind of a mirage because
the more we hear about it,
the less we see anything
concrete on the ground. 1
remember around 1994, the
first news of the oil find in
Alkaleri local government
in Bauchi state was
reported and that Shell was
about to start exploration
and since then, nothing has
been heard about it. What
is the story of that oil find?

Thank you very much
for your question, although
you have touched on an
area that is not NNDC’s
area, but nevertheless, just
like you said that you heard
oil was found at that time, it
is true. The oil company that
you mentioned was given
an oil bloc and three other
foreign oil companies were

By Ibraheem Musa

after this management came
into place that <he
government announced a
bidding process in buying
oil blocs instead of the usual
allocation that government
used to do to those
individuals or groups that
show interest. Therefore,
NNDC bided for the oil
blocks in the north; we
bided for four blocks, two in
the Benue trough, the area
between Bauchiand Gombe
states and two blocks in the
Chad basin. We won the
blocks and paid well over $2
million in order to secure the
allocation. Somehow along
the line, may be because the
politics of oil is probably
more complicated than most
people think, it took us one
whole year, August 2006
before we were asked to

also allocated blocs. The come and sign the
difference betweenthenand documents that actually
now, is that they were asked  transferred these oil blocs
by government to search for from NNPC to NNDC

this oil in order to may be Then the search for the
strike a balance between the  data that we require in order
north and the south, so that to make progress in the
the north can also be search for oil in those areas
making some contributionin  started. This is still what we
that area, especially because  are on up to date. We have
the total contribution from not yet gotten the complete
the oil sector is very high in data/documents that will
terms of the revenue that the = enable us to claim complete
nation generates, However, knowledge of what has
the period when this taken place before we came
exploration was to take into the area.

place was a time when the You made allusion that

rice of oil was very, very
ow and therefore the
foreign oil companies found
it not very profitable to
venture into it and therefore
they were not keen. We were
made to understand that it
was like they were forced to
really do something in the
country’s hinterland instead
of getting oil very easily in
the Niger Delta area and
aprarently, it was not a
willing intention of these
companies. And therefore as
soon as they got the
allocation that they were
expecting in the Niger Delta,
they abandoned the search
in the north.

However, the current
management of NNDC that
I lead decided way back in
2005, because of our belief
that there is definitely oil or
oil related products such as
gas in the north, especially
looking at countries on our
borders like Chad and Niger
republics and looking at the
axis where they found oil, we
were made to believe that
there is a every likelihood of
finding oil in the north. And
we thérefore made a
commitment for the search
to take off, doing the best
we can in order to see that
we make our own
contribution in this.area. As
God will have it, it is not long

there is politics in oil
exploration business. Is it
correct to say that NNPC
has been frustrating
NNDC, particularly in the
access to geographical and
gealaﬁi’c’al data?

o. Mi' allusion to
politics in oil industry is a
very common thing
anywhere in the world. But
may be the politics is more
complex in Nigeria than in
other areas. I do not think
that NNPC as an institution
has been trying frustrate the
efforts of NNDC in the
search for oil in the north.
However, I must say that
quite a number of
individuals whose role
would have assisted us in
moving at a faster pace than
now, did not help matters.

From what 1
understand, the
Memorandum of
Understanding that you
signed with the Russian
firm is not for the actual
commencement of oil
exploration but for the
beginning of collation of
data. Am I correct?

Not really. We have
some scanty information
regarding all the four blocs
that we are going to explore.
However, the comin
together between NND
and Gasprom is as a result

Alhaji Ali Alkali

of developments regarding
our search for oil and gas in
that area. We have some
data that we can look at for
now and from there on, we
can now move on to the next
stage. The data that we are
looking for have been
collected in the last 20 years
or may be longer. So, we

wantto finda ing point,
having evaluated t has
been achieved and move on

from that point. So, the
coming of Gasprom and
NNDC is in order to find a
take-off point so that we
move forward; we have been
moving forward from the
day that we signed the
Memorandum of
Understanding. We have .
been discussing - with
Gasprom for about 15
months before we signed
the MOU. Gasprom is the
largest oil company in the
world and they are experts
in the business and they do
not have time to waste to
wait for whatever or
whoever. Once they are able
to reach an understanding
with a potential partner, it is
for them to move forward.
And this is exactly what we
are doing; from the very next
day that we signed this
agreement, we have been
moving forward.

Can you give me an
insight into this
memorandum of
understanding; is Gasprom
just offering technical
assistance while NNDC
finances the project?

We are coming together
not only in Gasprom
providing technical
assistance and we providing
financial wherewithal for the
project. No. We are coming
together as partners and we
would now agree on the
quantum of financial
contribution that each is
capable of making or is
prepared to make. Besides
that, the technical aspect
will be provided by
Gasprom. Let me be very
clear about one issue;
NNDC does not have the
money to go about this
project. Right from the word

o, we did not intend to
inance it. We have only

pioneered the process of oil
and gas search in the north
in order to attract other
financial and technical
partners that will work with
us. NNDC is a development
company and therefore it is
our duty to make whatever
developmental efforts in
order to bring about
economic development and
sustenance in the north.
What we are doing is the
duty upon which NNDC was
established.

Its surprising when
you said ‘that NNDC
doesn’t have money
because I remember that
some time back, the 19
northern state governors
resolved to recapitalize it
and they even pledged to
contribute N250 million
each directly from source.
Are you saying that the
states have defaulted in
paying?

The amount of money
that the Northern Governors’
Forum accepted to
contribute to the
recapitalization of NNDC is
far below the amount of
money that NNDC will
require in order to venture
into oil and gas business.
When the current
management came, we
looked at our sources of
income, we realize that quite
a number of them,
somewhere in the region of
70-80% have gone down
because the main
investment of NNDC is the
industrial sector, particularly
the textile industry. These
were where dividends come
and we re-invest in other
areas to enable NNDC
maintain itself because
NNDC has never received
any financial contributions
from the owners in the last
35 years. We are a limited
liability company that is
expected to maintain itself.
But you will agree with me
that sustenance is becoming
more expensive by the day.
So, when the revenue angle
keeps shutting down in
terms of dividends from the
companies that we have,
then problems start. And
then we looked at other
opportunities and other
avenues that we can go in
so that we can be able to turn,
the place around. And we
realized that we can not do
this without the support of
our share-holders. The
money that we are asking
these states to contribute is
to increase their share
holding, so that if revenue
starts coming, their
dividends will be higher. We
actually told them that in the
areas that we envisaged,
they will start getting
revenue in less that two
years. We gave them that

commitment and we believe
that it can be achieved. So,
the recapitalization is not
about giving NNDC mow
to fo into oil and gas. We
had actually itemized areas
that will require about N17
billion for us to invest all
over the north. However, the
governors on their own
accepted to contribute
something in the region of
NS5 billion. It is up to us now
to find a way to raise the
other N12 billion.

What people don’t
understand about NNDC’s
operations is that we never
own a venture by putting in
100% of the requirement.
Most of the time, the
maximum that we can invest
in a company should not be
more than 20%, this is
because we are into every
business operation.
Therefore, because we are
limited by the money that
we can invest, we can not
invest .in all the areas that
we wished to have invested
in. Secondly, we want a
situation where other
people will be invited, be
they foreign or Nigerian
companies, so that we will
all dput our heads together
and promote the business.
So, i1t has never been the
intention of to own
businesses 100%, most of
the businesses that we are
involved in, we own not
more than 10% but in a few
areas we own as much as
20%.

One of the potential
areas of contention will be
what can be referred to as
the ‘sharing formula‘
S i R e i

sales be ow wi
proceeds be shared
amongst NNDC, federal
government and rom?

We have what is called
a confidentiality agreement
with Gasprom. Certain
details or information that
may be available may not be
disclosed because it is a
business arrangement
between Gasprom and
NNDC. So, these are areas
that I will not want to even
touch.

What about the states
.that comprise NNDC, how
will the proceeds be shared
amongst them?

h of the 19 northern
states that are owners of
NNDC has a percentage in
the company; therefore, it is
a very easy thing to do, we
have been doing it. Every
year when we make profit,
no matter how small we pay
the states dividends. So, if
anything big comes, it will
not be difficult to share.
Each state has its stake in
NNDC, the governors came
and met it there since the
days of northern Nigeria.
Each state has its percentage
holding in NNDC, so when
dividends come, they will be
a percentage of the total
amount that has been
realized. The balance will be
retained for the running of
the company.

It may not be as
straightforward as that;
don’t you think that states
where oil will be explored
will ask for more share of
the cake?

Why Northis searching for black gold - NNDC boss

Well, these are details
that we have not yet
resolved but I can assure
you that what ever is
operational and it is legal will
be taken care of when the
situation gets to that level.
But let me tell you what we
expect. Those states where
mineral resources, I don’t
mean only oil, will usually
have get higher in that
venture than states that are
not custodians of that
particular land where the
mineral is found. So also the
locatgovernments; they will
also be involved and they
will make some financial
contributions in the venture
before they will reap the
benefit. The economic
benefit of having an industry
in your own environment is
a lot, that alone is an
attraction. But when the time
comes for us to work out
things in terms of who gets
what or who gets higher
than who, that will be taken
care of. The most interesting
aspect of it is that
everybody in the north
should be enthusiastic,
should be committed to the
development of every
mineral resource that is
located in any part of the
north, so that we will be able
to bring our contribution to
the nation’s coffers in order
to stop the reference of
being parasites.

In other words, the
search for oil in the north
as well as economics

The search for oil is
economic. but certainly
will come up. The role of
NNDC is developmental, it
is not political. So, our
interest is development of
northern states and by
extension, the development
of Nigeria.

Did you factor the
issue of environmental
degradation in the
Memorandum of
Understanding that you
entered with the Russian
firm?

We are awarding a
contract this week or the
next, for that aspect. We are
taking legal steps in order to
meet the requirement of the
law and to mitigate whatever
environmental problems
that we are likely encounter
along the line. We are not
greedy commercial people,
we are not business people,
we are a developmental
organization and we are
owned by every northerner.
So, whatever we do, we do
it in the interest of the north
and for the wellbeing of the
people of the north. The
issue of doing anything that
will create problems for the
inhabitants of the
environment that we are
going to operate, will be
eliminated by the Grace of
God.
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-O1l now $52 per barrel

il prices rose nearly
5.8 percent yesteray,
fueled by a rally on

Wall Street and data show-
ing that the number of work-
ers filing new claims for un-
employment benefits fell last
week.

U.S. crude rose $2.86 to
settle at $52.24 a barrel while
London Brent rose $2.47 to
$54.06.

“The energy complex fin-

ished this short week on a
strong note, apparently re-
sponding to renewed eco-
nomic optimism in the form
of a solid advance in the
stock indexes,” said Jim
Ritterbusch, president of
energy consultancy
Ritterbusch & Associates in
Galena, Illinois.

U.S. stock markets
jumped around 3 percent on

Thursday after solid earn-

ings from Wells Fargo fed
hopes that stability may be
returning to the banking sec-
tor.

Markets were also bol-
stered by U.S. data showing
fewer workers than expected
filing for jobless aid last
week.

Oil has tracked equities
markets closely this year as
investors seek signs of a po-
tential economic recovery
that would boost energy de-

mand.

“Every time the equity
markets move up, the energy
complex tags along,” said
Gene McGillian, analyst at
TFS Energy in Stamford,
Connecticut. “For the energy
complex, we will have to see
if equities continue to ad-
vance next week. That will
likely show whether the en-
ergy complex is able to hold

on to gains made above
$50.”

Adding support, UK
consultancy Oil Movements
said on Thursday that OPEC
seaborne oil exports, not in-
cluding new members
Angola and Ecuador, will fall
280,000 barrels per day in the
four weeks ending April 25.

OPEC has agreed to slash
4.2 million bpd of crude out-

put since September to
counter falling prices and
match slumping world de-
mand.

Oil prices had also
climbed on Wednesday on
weekly Energy Information
Administration data show-
ing a smaller-than-expected
build in U.S. crude invento-
ries and a big slump in distil-
late stocks. Reuters

apan has unveiled its
Jrecord $150bn (£105bn)

stimulus package as it
seeks to revive its flagging
economy.

Prime Minister Taro Aso
announced the package,
worth about 3% of its gross
domestic product, in Tokyo
after the ruling party
approved the measures.

The 15.4tn yen package,
to be formally unveiled on
Friday, includes measures to
boost fuel-efficient vehicles
and consumer electronics.

Shares in Tokyo gained
as details of the stimulus
plan were announced.

“Only countries that can
turn a challenge into an
opportunity can prosper in
the future,” Mr Aso said.

The consequences

over the longer term are

negative as we are piling up
more of a fiscal burden

The stimulus plan, the
government’s third in the
past year, is bigger than
many analysts had expected.

It also creates a financial
safety net for temporary
workers, boost struggling
firms and support regional
economies.

Earlier in the week,
Finance Minister Kaoru
Yosano had suggested that

the stimulus would be more -

like 2% of GDP.
Mr Aso had previously
said he would not hesitate
to issue new government
bonds to cover the cost of
the proposed steps.
: The country is going

through its worst recession
since World War II as the
global financial downturn

Alh.

L.O. Musaw

Japan outlines $150bn stimulus

sapped demand for its
exports.

Japan’s - benchmark
Nikkei 225 index closed at a
three-month high;.rising
3.74% to finjsh at 8,916.06.

Shares in carmakers and
solar power-related firms
gained after details of the
draft plan were released.

“This may contribute to
GDP for a year,” said
Masamichi Adachi, an
economist at JP Morgan.
“The consequences over the
longer term are negative as
we are piling up more of a
fiscal burden. Bond
issuance will go up from
here on.” s

The package came out
as figures showed Japan’s

machinery orders
unexpectedly rose in
February thanks to gains in

the services sect

L.O. Musawa’s Family.

BBC _

US making little
progress on food safety

fforts to improve
food safety in the
United States have

“plateaued,” exposing the
need for an overhaul of the

-nation’s food safety sys-

tem, government health of-
ficials said on Thursday.

Despite work to im-
prove food safety in recent
years, the number of
foodborne infections re-
mained steady, with little
change in the past few
years, suggesting funda-
mental problems are not
being solved.

“Progress has pla-
teaued. This indicates to us
that further measures are
needed to prevent more
foodborne illness,” Dr.
Robert Tauxe of the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention told report-
ers in a telephone briefing.

Overall, CDC identified
18,499 laboratory-con-
firmed cases of food poi-
soning in 2008 using
FoodNet, a tracking system
that looks at foodborne ill-
ness in 10 states, covering

_about 46 million people or

15 percent of the U.S. popu-
lation. :

“When we compared
the year 2008 information
with the three previous
years— 2005 to 2007 — we

We congratulate our Dear Father
and Grand Father, Alhaji Lawal Othman Musawa
as he marks 75 years today.

Werejoioewimyouonuﬁsspedéidaymdpraymat
Almighty Allah will continue to bless you with good health,

guide and mctyouformprosperousyears (Amin).
once again, HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!

-
- -

see no significant change in
the incidence of these infec-
tions,” he said, noting that
2004 was the last year gains
had been made at curbing in-
fection rates.

Salmonella infections
were the most commonly di-
agnosed and reported
foodborne illnesses in 2008,
and their numbers were es-
sentially unchanged com-
pared with dats from 2005- ¢
2007.

The 2008 findings repre-
sent just a portion of the Sal-
monella Typhimurium infec-
tions caused by tainted pea-
nuts and peanut products
processed by the now bank-
rupt Peanut Corp of America,
which has led to the biggest
food recall in U.S. history.

The outbreak, which be-
gan in September, forced the
recal’ of more than 3,200 prod-
ucts and sickened more than
680 people in 46 states, per-
haps killing nine. A series of
other incidents involving pis-
tachios, lettuce, peppers and
spinach have eroded public
confidence in food safety and
renewed calls for change.

Dr. David Acheson, asso-
ciate commissioner for foods
at the U.S. Food and Drug -
Administration said the re-
port “underscores the need
for a change in approach.”
Reuters '
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~Haphazard sew

Estimated five million litres of poisonous waste generated by manufacturing companies in

Kano is released daily into River Challawa and much of it finds its way into the Tamburawa
Water Treatment plant, Wudil Water Works, Yobe-Kamadugu River and Chad Basin, with
all the health hazards to Kano residents and those living along the polluted rivers.

ommunities living along
Kano River that
stretches to Wudil

River, Yobe-Kamadugu River
and on up to the Chad Basin
may have been exposed to
dangers of industrial wastes
released for years without
knowing it.

Daily Trust mvest1gat10ns
revealed that over the years the
refusal of industries to adhere
to sewage and wastes disposal
procedures that led to millions
of litres daily being released
into sources of water has led
to land degradation, erosion,
loss of animals, and tremen-
dous human health hazards that
might have caused rise in many
illnesses and preventable
deaths.

Malam Sani Sabuwar Gandu
is a father of four. Most in the
family have developed serious
illnesses that have seen them
hospitalized severally in the
last few years.

Ibrahim Sani, the eldest son,
had at 19 years been diagno-
sed with kidney infection at the
Abubakar Imam Urology
centre, and like many others
living along Sabuwar Gandu,
Gadan Tamburawa, Sharada
and several other industrial
estates, hundreds or even
thousands are suffering from
dangerous diseases as a result
of the indiscriminate release of
industrial wastes by companies
along the area.

Ibrahim Sani is not the only
victim of the wanton and
“indiscriminate release of indus-
trial wastes due to poor sewage
disposal provision by indus-
tries in Kano .

Farmers along the Sabuwar
Gandu, Challawa, Tamburawa,
Kura , Bagauda and several
other communities interviewed
disclosed observation of fall in
cultivation of produce over the
years.

Malam Shehu Tamburawa
told our reporter that even
before their displacement as a
result of the construction of
the Tamburawa Water Works
by the Kano State Government,
communities along that area,
especially those engaged in
irrigation, have been experi-
encing fall in cultivation.

“We thought it was as a
result of inadequate fertilizer,
but even if we have adequate
amount of the commodity, the
produce still recedes unlike
before,” he said

The problem did not stop
with fall in cultivation alone,
animals. were daily being lost
after drinking from the open
sewage that carries industrial
wastes from Sharada and
Challawa into the Kano River.

Alhaji Kawu Garba informed
our reporter that in the last five

| ~ From Hassan A Karofi, Kano 1

years more than fifty animals
had died after drinking from tlie
industrial sewages.

The development has
raised concern among resi-
dents living along the Kano
River and beyond.

A gutter that carries industrial waste

A recent survey in Kano
State shows increase in cases
of infections largely caused by
suspected consumption of
food with high concentration
of chemical components
mostly with high acidity

elements and metallic
compositions.

An investigation at the
Infectious Disease Hospital in
Kano and the Urology Centre
shows increase in patients
being diagnosed with infec-
tious diseases, the number,

according to the investi-

Contaminated industrial waste around one of the factories in Kano

gations, increases by over 50%
within the last few years.

Not only are the actions of
the companies causing tremen-
dous damage and threat to
health of the residents, even
farms are not spared from the
devastating effects resulting
from the release of these

poisonous chemicals into the
public water system by the
industries.

Investlgatlons at 1mgatlon
facilities in Kura, Bagduda and

some other communities using -

the Kano River a$ their source
of water indicate dwindling
fortunes in produce as a result
of dying proteins of the soils
which were affected by the
chemicals from the industries.

DrMustapha Karkarna is an
environmentalist and currently
at the Civil Defence and
Immigration Board in Abuja .
He told our reporter that the
damaging effects of industrial
releases can be short, medium
and long term.

He said the chemicals being
released especially by tanne-
ries possesses some high level
of chemical components that
have heavy metallic accumu-
lation and other dangerous
chemical components that
could immediately cause havoc
to humans and land.

“Because of these metallic
and high accumulation of
acidic components, any human
consumption could cause
cancer and other fatal diseases,

E while the land that these

chemicals are being released
on can be affected with loss of
value and with time they will
dry and fail to produce even if
farming is tried on them,” he
said

Dr Karkarna added that
most tanneries use these
chemicals that are supposed to
be downgraded, recycled and
tr into the Kano rivereated after
use and not to be released into
the community.

He disclosed that the
resultant effect is not only
restricted to humans and land,
but even sources of water
could be affected as wells could
dry up due to the impact of
these chemicals.

The environmentalist
disclosed further that the
indiscriminate release of these
sewages has already affected

the quality of over 90% of

water sources in Kano .

“If you go to the city and
anywhere near these indus-
tries, you will see that taste of
water drawn from wells have
changed with high level of
acids and mostly cannot even
be drunk,” he said

Dr Karkarana further
explained that the enormous
human health hazards being
caused over the years by these
indiscriminate actions cannot
be easily quantified because in
the last few years only a full
investigation could say how:
many people have died and
how many farm lands have
been degraded by these
contaminations

age disposal: How K
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Another dangerous trend
laily Trust investigations
ealed is the sale of industrial
astes to farmers as fertilizer
y many factories.

Many farmers resorted to

e use of industrial wastes in
ace of organic fertilizer or
ren local manure because of
e high cost of the commodity
d the availability of the local
anure, thereby preferring to
Be the cheap industrial wastes
pld at give away prices by the
pdustries to farmers.
But revelations are that the
e of these industrial wastes
b fertilizer has devastating
fect on the farms and the
bsequent produce.

According to Dr Mustapha
arkarna, over 40% oflands in
ano have their productivity
alue reduced due to use of
ese ‘fertilizers’

This is because due to their
emical composition these
dustrial ‘fertilizers’ kill the
d, infect the produce, affect
ie consumer and generate
angerous health hazards over
ears of use.

“It is imperative for
overnments at all levels to
obilize and educate farmers
the dangers of using this
pe of industrial ‘fertilizers’
eing sold by factories to
mers and industries must be
preed to engage in proper
sposal of their sewages and
astes to protect the people
d their land,” Dr Karkarna
dded.
Disturbed by reports of
heming of procedures and
fusal to take adequate safety
easures in sewage releases
d wastes disposal, the
ational Environment Stan-
prds and Regulations Enfor-
ement Agency (NESREA)
isited Kano to inspect
pmpliance with the rules on
Pwage releases and wastes
sposal. :
Many of the industries
sited lack the facilities while
e few with them have
rcumvented the process,
pereby indiscriminately
leasing sewages into public
ater sources.

After a tour of the indus-
ies, the Director of Inspection

d Enforcement of the
gency, Mrs Ronke Soyombo
pid any industry that refuses
p adhere to the rules and
ocedures by 6th of May
ould be sanctioned.

She told Daily Trust that the
gency decided to inspect
nneries in the state after a
pport carried out in 2008
dicated that most industries
ollute their environment
ough careless release of
bxic wastes.

“A year ago we realized that
dustries, mostly tanneries,
pllute the environment mostly
ecause they refuse to utilise
eir water treatment plants as
ipulated by the law,” she
Hded.

Soyombo who described
e trend as unfortunate and

responsible for fatal health
hazards said the agency
decided to give all industries
in the country up to May 6th
to provide waste treatment
plants or face sanctions.
“Very soon we will conduct
pre-assessment visit to see
how they are complying and
any defaulter will be
sanctioned according to the
level of his offence,” she added
The director revealed that a
meeting of all stakeholders
comprising relevant indus-
trialists would be held to

an0 communities

discuss ways of preserving the
environment and preventing
the release of poisonous
chemical wastes into the
society.

“You find that some of these
wastes contains corrosive
materials, some with chromium
that are very toxic and some of
the wastes are used as
fertilizers and end up in our
farms with devastating conse-
quences,” she said

Chairman of the Tanner’s
Council of Nigeria, Alhaji Lawal
Sule Garo said the council is

This waste is used by some farmers as fertiliser

pay dearly

concerned about the develop-
ment and added that already
they are working in conjunc-
tion with the tanners to comply
with the regulations on waste
management in the interest of
the people.

He said it is disturbing that
actions of the tanneries had
been causing serious health
hazards and environmental
pollution to the community,
adding that they will do ail it
takes to ensure industries
comply to the regulations of
the wastes disposal and

This waste which originates from one of the industrial estates empties into the Kano River

sewage construction
procedures.

In one of the companies,
Unique Tannery, where poiso-
nous releases reach a daily
300.000 liters, the team expre-
sses happiness of the com-
pany’s readiness to complete
its treatment plant soon.

Conducting round the team
the Chief Engineer, Mr Niaz Ali
said very soon the company
will commission its waste
treatment plant, believed to be
the biggest in Africa .

He said adequate measures

are being taken to ensure
compliance with the regula-
tions and safety of the
environment;,

“Right now our treatment
plant is the biggest in Africa
and when completed there will
be none like it in the entire
African Region,” he said.

Further investigations
revealed that after realizing the
monumental effect of the
industrial wastages to the
people as a result of failure of
industries in Kano state to
adhere to the sewage regula-
tions the federal government in
conjunction with the state and
the United Nations Industrial
Fund (UNIDO) met and agreed
to set up a secondary treatment
plant to enable industries
recycle their wastages and
protect the communities from
consuming these poisonous
releases. :

But since 2006 when the
idea was conceived during the
reign of Mrs Grace Ogbuce as
the Minster for Special Duties
in the Presidency, the idea has
since died with the change of
government in 2007.

But chairman of the Kano
State Technical Committee on
the establishment of that
secondary treatment plant and
Deputy Director, Pollution
Directorate at the state
Ministry for Environment,
Engineer Mustapha Muha-
mmed told Daily Trust that

findings had shown that most
industries do not have the
treatment plant.

He said even those that
have it were byepassing it to
release wastes directly into the
public sewage.

He said it was for the dire
need to ensure compliance and
protection of the people that a
draft bill for the establishment
of a secondary treatment plant
with collaboration of the federal
and state governments and
UNIDO is underway.

Engineer Mustapha dis-
closed that it is because of the
realization of increase in the
pollution level and the fact that
waste water from these
industries are going up stream
as well as the down stream
source like Tamburawa, that
necessary action to protect the
people became imminent.

He also disclosed that one
of the problems facing the
establishment of the secon-
dary treatment plant was the
decision of the federal govern-
ment to direct the ecological
fund through the Hadejia
Jama’are River Basin Develop-
ment Authority, an action
making coordination difficult.

“But we are determined to
see that all industries opera-
ting in the state act within the
laws, and as seen in some of
the industries, the intent to
comply with the regulation is
really a welcomed develop-

ment,” he said

But the question many
people are asking is this: Why
has it taken both the Kano
State and Federal Government
this long to realize the effect of
the actions of these industries
to the health of the people, land
and animals, knowing fully well
that hundreds, if not thousand
deaths, could have been as a
result of the haphazard sewage
disposal method of these

~dndustries? -~ - =
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~ Chalienges bef

n the 10th of March,
2009, President
UmaruMusa Yar-adua

did not surprise pundits when
he appointed a once little
known Dr Christopher
Anyawu, formerly of the Uni-
versity of Nigeria Nsukka to
he~' ”  nation’s privatisation
agency.

It is not the first time some-
body from outside the Bureau
of Public Enterprises is being
appointed to head it. Notable
examples are: Malam Nasir el-
Rufai (1999-2003) and Dr.
Julius Bala.

Without doubt, the BPE is
one of the government agen-
cies that has generated enor-
mous controversies in public
discuss in recent times. Its
main job is privatisation (a
euphemism for selling public
properties to private individu-
als) of government enterprises
considered to be performing
lower than par or apparently
failing. Even though the pub-
lic might not have direct mon-
etary benefit from these enter-
prises, the knowledge that
* they are labelled public prop-
erties gives enough sentiment
to the people to resist attempt
to change the ownership
structures, more often than of
such properties.

The new Director General
of the BPE really has many
hurdles to cross especially
when he is obviously a green
homn in privatisation matters.
Dr Anyawu knows this and he
confirmedit.

Speaking at a breakfast
meeting with journalists in his
Abuja office, he said, “I am
receptive of ideas and guid-
ance. The first thing I had to
say when I resumed here is
that I have come with a clean
slate, clean hand and clean
heart to work. I know that any
lawyer who knows his onions
will effectively carry out any
assignment given to him.”

Gauging the enormity of
the task ahead, the brand new
BPE boss quipped to the
crowd of journalists, “T am sure
most of you don’t envy me. I
don’t envy myself. What I
have on the ground, I don’t
know how many people are
challenged to carry out such
duties.” -

For this reason, inexperi-
ence, especially in
privatization matters would
probably be the biggest task
the BPE new helmsman will
have to contend with.

Even though, Malam
Nasiru el-Rufai was not so
known to have prior work ex-
perience in selling of state as-
sets, he was reputed for hav-
ing a diploma certificate in
privatisation from the presti-
gious Harvard University. On
top of that, he was a special
assistant to the then chairman
of the Technical Committee on
Privatization and Commercial-
ization (TCPC) under the Gen-
eral Babangida government.

Anyawu believe he can

surmount this with his

By Yunus Abdulhamid
trainings as 2 lawyer.

The r -t hurdle he has to
crossis = tccessful sale of
Nigerin - foremost telecoms
rauon (1 carrier, Nigeria Tele-
communications Limited
(NITEL) to anew owner.

NITEL has weathéred all
storms and defy all odds to
remain the most problematic
entity in Nigerian billed for
privatisation.

During el-Rufai’s days at
the BPE, it was a smoc th sail
until the controversial
privatisation of NITEL to
Pentascope. Till he left the
agency to become a ministel
of the FCT, controversies
never left his door steps any
more, even after his ministe-
rial job.

A brief notes of various
controversies that have trailed
NITLE may suffice to under-
line the enormity of the chal-
lenge it posses to the new BPE
boss.

Under the watch of Mrs.
Irene Chigbue, Transcorp Plc,
got it at the cost of $500mil-
lion (N63 billion) with a com-
mitment to the federal govern-
ment to turn its fortune within
ayear or face revocation. Ever
after, the fortune of the fore-
most telecom company has
nosedived, leaving more ques-
tions than answers.

Following the non perfor-
mance of Transcorp after one
year, the federal government
invoked the Share Sale and
Purchase Agreement (SSPA),
calling on the company to step
down as core investor for a
‘new one to be selected. The
51% shares to be given to the
new core investor would be
contributed by the federal
government and Transcorp.
This took place in December,
2007 but after one full year, a
little seemed to have been
achieved to restore the mori-
bund NITEL.

In July, the BPE, with the
approval of the National Coun-
cil on Privatisation (NCP) ap-
pointed BNP Paribas to pro-
vide advisory services to-
wards the search for a new
core investor. According to the
time table released by BPE, the
transaction would be com-
pleted in February, 2009. But
recent happenings are point-
ing to somewhat different di-
rections. A consortium of
banks including UBA, Union
bank, Intercontinental bank,
‘Wema bank among others had
claimed ownership of NITEL
upon hearing the plans to sell
it to out to-a new owner. The
group claimed Transcorp bor-
rowed about N75 billion to fi-
nance NITEL purchase which
was yet to be paid back. Apart
from that, the staffs of NITEL
and MTEL, the mobile arm of
the national carrier are still hav-
ing a running battle with
Transcorp management, al-
leging non payment of arrears
for several months and
cannibalisation of NITEL/
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Director General
MTEL’s property.
Another controversy that

arose was the refusal of
Transcorp to accede to the
power of attorney to relin-
quish some of its shares to BPE
which would in turn be given
to the new core investor as
agreed by government and
Transcorp. Media report also
had it that 6.67% equity have
been ceded to Investor Inter-
national London Limited
(IILL) for the $13 1million ini-
tial payment it made in its bid
for NITEL in 2002 which re-
voked for its inability to pay
the balance. Another reason
speculated to delay the Feb-
ruary 2009 date line is that the
Federal Government which
owns 49% of the shares in
NITEL has whittled down its
shareholding considerably by
ceding 15% of the shares to
the Nigerian Communications
Satellite, NigComSat and with
that if IILL, the market might
be very uneven for the gov-
ernment.

The journey to privatise
NITEL has been a long and
ardours one. It started in 2000.
It was stopped in 2002, when
IILL, then investor failed to
pay the $1.317 billion it of-
fered. In 2003, Pentascope was
appointed by government to
run a three year contract to
prepare the sleeping giant for
sale but this failed following
alleged embezzlement and in-
competence. In2006, Orascom
of Egypt offered $256.53 mil-
lion but this was rejected by
the federal government on the
ground that it was ridiculously
low before the coming of
Transcorp in November 14,
2006.

Also arising from the sale
of NITEL to Transcorp is the
N17 billion pension buy out
of its former workers. Shortly
before Chigbue’s exit, the BPE
had announced government
approval of N8 billion to be
paid to the hunger stricken ex-
NITEL staff. This came on the
heels of long drawn battle be-
tween the workers and BPE
since 2006. The pensioners,

not able to bear the bruntany

E,r.Cd

longer'had brought the battle
t the door steps of BPE in
droves from all over the coun-
try. Théy did not leave until
Chigbue and her team struck
a deal with them that the
money would be facilitated.

So, when these ex-work-
ers of NITEL come back
knocking again, the new BPE
boss will have to fix the prob-
lem or perhaps be ridiculed.

Another pitfall Anyawu
will need to cross is to learn to
avoid controversies.
Privatisation by its nature
gives room for controversies.
He needs to avoid controver-
sies and when an inevitable
one crops up, it must be
cleared without giving room
for suspicious.

M. Ajayi Olatunji Olowo,
an Assistant Director with the
River Basin Developments
Authorities (RBDAs) Depart-
ment of the Bureau of Public
Enterprises (BPE) was on Au-
gust 5, 2008 given the sack.

He accused the former
BPE boss, Irene Chigbue of
serial corruption and nepotism
running into millions of naira.
He authored a petition to the
presidency and the anti-graft
agency, the Economic and Fi-
nancial Crimes Commission
(EFCC). That cost him his job
and after some war of words
in the pages of newspapers,
and the EFCC’s widely
publicised attempt to unravel
the truth of the allegations.
Almost a year after, nothing
has been heard from the EFCC
about the conclusion of the
investigations. Probably, in-
vestigations are still ongoing.

Again, a controversy
ranged in 2007 as to the true
status of the privatisation pro-
ceeds. While Chigbue vehe-
mently argued that the money
were in an escrow account with
the Central bank of Nigeria,
the Revenue Mobilisation and
Fiscal Commission (RMFC)
claimed it was the constitu-
tional rights of the commis-
sion to ware house the pro-
ceeds. Daily Trust investiga-
tions at the CBN had indi-

re new BPE

account with the apex bank.

Upon resumption, Dr
Anyawu told a gathering of
BPE correspondents and
Abuja Bureau Chiefs that he
was going to midwife a
privatisation model thatis not
particularly tilted towards
western capitalism and Com-
munism of the East.

He said, “I believe we are
intelligent people. We cannot
follow the state drive eco-
nomic idea of the east-Russia,
former Soviet Union or the
capitalist model of the west. If
we can find the middle of the
road approach, that will be our
own unique contribution to
human civilisation.”

How he is able to achieve
this self set goal to palliate
hard feelings of the Nigeria
public will be part of criteria
through which his steward-
ship will be judged.

Importantly too is the
brewing crisis of deregulation
of the downstream sector of
the oil industry. Since oil and
gas is the main stay of the Ni-
gerian economy, the collective
interest of the Nigeria people
and uproar that privatisation
of any entity there is probably
understandable.

In August last year, a
planned industrial crisis was
threatening to grind the
wheels of operation in the oil
industry when the BPE an-
nounced that the Eleme Pet-
rochemical Company Limited
(EPCL) and the Nigeria Gas
Company were among gov-
ernment agencies slated for
sale. The BPE refuted ever
planning to do so. But truth
be told, August 23,2008, BPE
had announced in its 2008/
2009 transaction plans that, “A
key transaction in the plan is
the privatization of Petroleum
Pipeline Marketing Company
(PPMC) which will go through
privatization process from
October 2008 to October 2009.
So too will the Nigeria Gas
Company (NGC) go through
privatization process from
September 2008 to June 2009.”

Members of the National
Union of Petroleum and Natu-
ral Gas Workers (NUPENG)
and Petroleum and Natural
Gas Senior Staff Association
of Nigeria (PENGASSAN)
mounted a stiff resistance till
BPE and NNPC staged a joint

- press conference to an-

nounce halting exercise to-
wards that direction.

Today’s realities do point
to the fact that the labour and
federal government may soon
getback at each other’s throat.

Anyawu’s ingenuity in
resolving trade disputes will
be put to full test when that
time finally comes and may

cated that there was no such ey

Post privatisation monitor-
ing is another vital area of con-
cern to the Nigeria public. No
doubt, the success of the
privatisation exercise will be

hinged on how well the sold
enterprises do better than the

state at which they were sold.

A very good example of
poor monitoring of privatised
government firm is the Daily
Times of Nigeria, Plc. In fact, it
is an epitome of how ot to
privatise.

In2001, Folio Communica-
tions Limited acquired the
Daily Times with the intent to
make it better positioned in the
media industry. Buteight good
years after, the company is in
virtual tatters. No single edi-
tion in the market, no sign yet
that it will be. Journalists work-
ing for the company have
been left in the cold with pay
or benefits.

It is therefore safe to say
that if privatisation renders an
entity like Daily Times of Ni-
geria that made some of the
most outstanding journalists
in the nation even at the time
government held sway to be
a shadow of itself, there is re-
ally no need to.”

The New Nigerian News-
papers is another case study.
At the moment, the once vi-
brant voice, especially of
Northern Nigeria is cut be-
tween extinction and survival,
thanks to inaction of the Ni-
geria government. The staff
and pensioners are perhaps
regretting while they ever
chose the misfortune of work-
ing for the company.

Originally founded by the
old Northern government, its
ownership changed to the fed-
eral government with the pas-
sage of time. In the name of
re-inventing the once pros-
perous media giant, the 19
northern states took over the
control but this time, may be
to its death bed. Why BPE has
not swing into action to have
it privatised is an open ques-
tion.

But Anyawu, in his
maiden meeting with the press
vowed to strengthen the
monitoring wing of the BPE,
saying, “All privatisation were
done within legal frame work.
There are agreements. Non-
compliance will definitely at-
tract the reaction of the BPE.
We are going to strengthen
our monitoring to make sure if
you are not working accord-
ing to the agreement, things
won'’t just be the way they had
been.”

Finally, with this and more,
Dr Christopher Uloneme
Anyawu must remember that
for every action or inaction,
there is a day of reckoning,

1
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Quantity Traded  Value of Shares

300

Sector Totals 300

850.00

AFPRINT NIGERIA PLC et : 0.86 1,000

FTN COCOA PROCESSORS PLC 23 1.05 697,013 759,150.15
LIVESTOCK FEEDS PLC 9 1.04 99,300 104,619.00
THE OKOMU OIL PALM COMPANY PLC 1 29.61 - 222 6,244.86
PRESCO PLC 13 5.33 34,500 176,550.00
See 47 832,035 1,047,414.01

NXGERIAN AVIATION HANDLING CO. PLC
Sector Totals

42 7.00 486,131 3,425,498.05

3,425,498.05

DUNLOP NIGERIA PLC

23 0.50 1,360,016 680,008.00
R. T. BRISCOE (NIGERIA) PLC 2 8.28 81,568 675,383.04
25 1,441,584 1,355,391.04

Sector Totals

ACCESS BANK PLC 34,260,947.12

/ 176 4.90 7,015,954
AFRIBANK NIGERIA PLC / 120 5.47 3,908,074 21,271,400.10
DIAMOND BANK PLC 62 430 3,101,233 13,792,463.85
ECOBANK NIGERIA PLC 6 27.96 22,575 631,197.00
FIRST CITY MONUMENT BANK PLC 141 5.00 13,005,959 62,484,796 .67
FIDELITY BANK PLC 106 2.19 11,129,443 23,666,610.20
FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC 1,070 14.40 31,280,099 454,795,339.50
FIRST INLAND BANK PLC 10 2.36 491,488 1,159,911.68
GTBANK PLC 340 9.97 21,178,884 211,666,122.91
STANBIC IBTC BANK PLC 60 5.38 2,347,518 12,473,586.86
INTERCONTINENTAL BANK PLC. 310 7.19 7 9,721,757 70,150,001.09
OCEANIC BANK INTERNATIONAL PLC 228 6.21 4,079,097 25,820,768.20
BANK PHB PLC 81 5.00 1,985,268 10,174,139.38
SKYE BANK PLC. 145 3.95 3,525,276 13,340,818.81
SPRING BANK PLC 7 5.59 412,776 2,307,417.84
STERLING BANK PLC 40 1.37 2,068,757 2,838,038.24
UNITED BANK FOR AFRICA PLC. 246 8.50 2,037,496 17,262,017.49
UNION BANK OF NIGERIA PLC 258 11.92 3,248,765 38,571,182.57
UNITYBANK PLC 38 126 2,827,719 3,554,021.23
WEMA BANK PLC 13 3.30 57,591,290 190,051,257.00
ZENITH BANK PLC 164 11.68 5,865,640 66,885,112.40

186,845,068 1,277,597,150.14

Sector Totals

GUINNESS NIGERIA PLC 282,828 25,145,099.25 :

INTERNATIONAL BREWERIES PLC 16 290 148,459 420,254.50
NIGERIAN BREWERIES PLC 98 36.60 1,481,278 54,319,179.74
Sector Totals 1,912,565 . 79,884,533.49

183

8.00

ASHAKA CEMENT PLC

604,550 4973477834
BENUE CEMENT COMPANY PLC 22.84 1,296,982 28,735,681.96
CEMENT CO. OF NORTHERN NIGERIAPLC 12 6.73 388,250 2,612,922 50
LAFARGE WAPCO PLC 55 17.20 980,583 16,591,853.98
Sector Totals 3,270,365 52,913,936.28

32812218
2812218

10,537
10,537

AND ALLIED Cl'S PLC
Sector Tetals

RED STAR EXPRESS PLC 2.00 -~ 314,496.40

10 158,480
Sector Totals 158,480 314.4%.40
OMATEK VENTURESPLC 22 0.89 617,132 513,478.74
TRIPPLE GEE AND COMPANY PLC 2 7.39 44,500 312,835.00
Sector Totals 24 26,313.74

661,632

A.G (NIGERIA) PLC 9,620 62,145.20

3 6.79

JOHN HOLT PLC 1 11.97 15,000 170,700.00
PZ CUSSONS NIGERIA PLC 33 17.10 272,177 4,638,494.53
SCOA NIGERIA PLC 1 11.95 100 1,136.00
TRANSNATIONAL CORP. OF NIG PLC 40 0.53 4,252,250 2,220,985.00
UAC OF NIGERIA PLC 2 25 29.50 75,378 2,196,904.84
UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC 40 7.71 3,461,253.23
Sector Totals

COSTAIN (WA) PLC 3 4.84 388,682 1,794,533.5
JULIUS BERGER NIGERIA PLC 15 22.00 97,644 2,116,153.49
MULTIVERSE RESOURCES PLC 13 0.54 638,376 344,723.04
Sector T 61 1,124,702 4,255,410.09

CUTIXPLC 1 6.72 3,000 19,170.00
NIGERIAN WIRE AND CABLE PLC. 1 1.41 20,300 27,202.00
2 23,300 46,372.00

7-UP BOTTLING CO. PLC 11 3705 13,687 506,924.00
BIG TREAT PLC 3 2.35 5,950 13,328.00
CADBURY NIGERIA PLC 24 1010 120,421 1,248,129.18
DANGOTE FLOUR MILLS PLC 84 . 7.65 723,650 5,735,681.11
DANGOTE SUGAR REFINERY PLC 91 1431 2,112,050 30,585,782.20
FLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC 80 1497 225942 3,351,387.41
NATIONAL SALT COMPANY NIGERIA PLC 21 3.99 446,989 1,783,486.11
NIGERIAN BOTTLING COMPANY PLC 17 2250 9350 210,131.60
NESTLE NIGERIA PLC 41 147.00 53,250 7,672,512.10
TANTALIZERS PLC 19 1.07 215,500 230,585.00
UTC NIGERIA PLC T 4 3.01 18,117 51,814.62
Sector Totals S S 3,944,906 51,389,761.33

Company Name

21,993.29

EVANS MEDICALPLC. 2.66 8,693

FIDSON HEALTHCARE PLC 8 217 324,039 703,164.63

GLAXOSMITHKLINE CONSUMER NIG PLC 7 15.73 39,860 614,903.81

MAY & BAKER NIGERIA PLC. 18 4.50 161,469 726,913.67

NEIMETH INTERNATIONAL PHARMA. PLC 7 1.77 202,061 372,004.97

UNION DIAGNOSTIC & CLINICAL SER. PLC 6 0.63 659,958 415,773.54
49 1,396,080 2,854,753.91

Sector Totals

CAPITAL HOTEL PLC

52,000 204,880.00-
IKEJA HOTELPLC 1 391 6,300,455 24,634,779.05
6,352,455 24,839,659.05

Sector Totals 5

B.O.C.GASESNIGERIAPLC 6

16.96 33,521 572,673.80
FIRST ALUMINIUM NIGERIA PLC 1 1.86 120,000 223,200.00
VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC 9 3.71 71,871 279,454 41 e

Sector Totals

225,392 1,075 21

CHAMS NIGERIA PLC

29 1.22 1,633, 1,956,555.91
MASS TELECOM INNOVATION NIG PLC 2 0.59 15,000 8,550.00
STARCOMMS PLC 45 2.00 1,694,470 3,412,334.70
Sector Totals 76 3,343,397 5,377,440.61

AIICO INSURANCE PLC. 111 0.99 1,031,049 1,054,292.04
CONTINENTAL REINSURANCE PLC 5 0.91 260,000 239,150.00
CORNERSTONE INSURANCE CO. PLC. 11 1.24 627,814 780,865.36
CUSTODIAN AND ALLIED INS. PLC 6 2.06 229,150 467,014.50
EQUITY ASSURANCE PLC 2 1.63 38,700 59,985.00
GOLDLINK INSURANCE PLC 21 0.50 2,495,257 1,247,628.50
GUINEA INSURANCE PLC. 19 0.51 1,011,444 515,566.22
CONSOLIDATED HALLMARK INS. PLC 8 0.54 704,724 378,217.92
INVEST. AND ALLIED ASSURANCE PLC 7 0.50 2,464,510 1,232,255.00
INT'L ENERGY INSURANCE CO. PLC 34 1.00 3,990,634 3,996,834.00
LASACO ASSURANCE PLC. 14 0.88 421,405 378,992.56 =
LAW UNION AND ROCK INSURANCE PLC. 2 135 6,500 8,385.00
LINKAGE ASSURANCE PLC 8 0.56 285,796 142,898.00
MUTUAL BENEFITS ASSURANCE PLC 21 0.68 727,375 49569500
N.EM. INSURANCE CO. (NIG) PLC. 43 059 6,942,303 414857877
NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC. 10 147 31,927 4623959
OASIS INSURANCE PLC i 467 10,000 44,400.00
PRESTIGE ASSURANCE PLC. 1 462 5,000 21,950.00
REGENCY ALLIANCE INS. CO. PLC 2 0.50 77,500 38,750.00
SOVEREIGN TRUST INSURANCE PLC 3 0.74 334,391 247,44934
STACO INSURANCE PLC 4 3.66 20,000 73,200.00
STANDARD ALLIANCE INSURANCE PLC 57 0.61 2,361,784 08
UNIC INSURANCE PLC. 10 0.73 186,691

UNIVERSAL INSURANCE COMPANY PLC 22 054 1,370,970
INTERCONTINENTAL WAPIC INS. PLC 20 207 1,191,206
Sector Tetals i 447 26,826,130

ABBEY SOCIETY. PLC 2 3,000

ASO SAVINGS AND LOAND PLC 15 0.97 219,615
UNION HOMES SAVINGS AND LOANS PLC 78 1.50 2,808,131
95

Sector Totals 3,038,746

ROYAL EXCHANGE PLC
Sector

NIGERIAN BAG MAN. CO. LC
Secter Totals

512 1,305,801

AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC. 8

146 i 278,679
CHEVRON OIL NIGERIA PLC 1 90.30 50 4,740.50
CONOIL PLC . 5 67.23 19,751 1,261,496.37
ETERNA OIL & GAS PLC. 2 26.68 4,940 131,799.20 .
MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC. 4 96.61 581 58,936.64
OANDO PLC 51 65.00 39,834 2,519,624.03
TOTAL NIGERIA PLC 7 143.32 7,035 1,016,140.00
Sector Totals 216 350,870 28,557,387.87

UNIVERSITY PRESS PLC 4
Sector Totals 4

4.18 27,692

27,692

,331.08
112,331.08

9,978 164,637.00

Secter Totals

ASSOCIATED BUS COMPANY PLC
Sector Totals

275,191.58

24,678,618.41

OBANK TRANSNATIONAL INCORP. 116 9.20 2,594,570
Sector Totals 116 2,594,570 24,678,618.41
Overall Totals 6,632 261,362,708 1,614,895,486.89
Continued on page 32
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idelity Bank Pic has said
Fthat it has raised the

maximum limit of agricul-
tural loans an individual can
access from the bank from
N250, 000 to N10 million.

The bank said this yester-
day in Abuja while unveiling
its new agricultural financing
project.

Tagged the “Fidelity Agri-
Nigeria Project”, the bank said
it is an agricultural empower-
ment initiative for a new gen-
eration of Nigerian farmers and
entrepreneurs in Agric busi-
ness.

At the same event, a group
representing farmers in the

By Idris Ahmed

country has urged the federal
government to allow many
banks to participate in the dis-
bursement of the proposed
N200 billion agricultural loans.
Chairman of the Sorghum

. Grower Association of Nige-

ria, Sambo Bello Ingawa who
said this at the event said that
if more banks are involved in
the disbursement, more
people would get access to
the loans. :

The Minister of Agncul—
ture and Water Resource,
Abba Sayyadi Ruma said the
loan is in the level of actual-

Start from page 35T

Top 10 Trades

Symbol Volume Value Trades
IKEJAHOTEL  6,300,455.00 24,634,779.05 1
NEM 6,942,303.00 4,148,578.77 48
ACCESS 7,015,954.00 34,260,947.12 176
DAARCOMM  8,524,950.00 12,278,557.50 227
INTERCONT  -9,721,757.00 70,150,001.09 310
FIDELI’I'YBK 11,129,443.00 23,666,610.20 1“06
FCMB 13,005,959.00 62,484,796.67 141
GUARANTY  21,178,884.00 211,666,12291 340
FIRSTBANK  31,280,099.00 454,795,339.50 1070
WEMABANK 5759129000 19005125700 13

AFRIBANK

COSTAIN

WAPCO

NASCON

Symbal
GUINNESS

JBERGER
FIRSTBANK
CADBURY

DANGSUGAR

RTBRISCOE
ASHAKACEM
UACN

NB

CCNN

' Index
Deals
thmﬁ :
Value

Cap.

11.13
11.57
14.67
521
4.61

17.00

LastClose
89.90

22.80

. 15.05

%10.60
14.75
871
840
29.90
36.96

7.08

19,913.86

6,632

261,362,708

147.00
8498
284
11.68
11.92
1497
547
484
17'“50

399

 Yesterday’sClose Change,

- 4698

147
+1.08
+0.55
+035
+0.30
+026
+0.23
+020

+0.19

Yesterday’sClose Change

88.90
2200
1440
10.10
1431
828
8.00
29.50

36.60

N 1,614,895,486.89

N4,504,968,468,663.18

Market indices down

by 0.3

"Wy terday were downby 0.3
per cent against the pre-
VlOllS day trading of 0.2 per
cent. Specifically, the market
lost N15.140 billion to close at
N4.504 trillion in sharp contrast
to Wednesday’s dealing of
N4.520 trillion.

All share index also
dropped by 0.3 per cent or
66.93 to close at 19,913.86
point level against the previ-
ous day dealings of 19,980.79
points.

Inallatotal 0f261.362 mil-
lion shares worth N1.614 bil-
lion in 6,632 deals were trans-
acted in the market with bank-
ing sub sector led other sub
sectors.

£ The sector recorded a
turnover of 186.845 million
shares worth N1.277 billion in
3,621 deals. Activities in the
shares of Wema bank drive
the sub sector with 57.591 mil-
lion shares worthN190.051 mil-

per cent

| tock market indices yes-.

mel(ayodeﬁhmdﬂm

to close ath.z Mpershare
On the losers chart,
Guinness led others with a
loss of N1.00 per share to
closeatN88.90, NO.80
to close at N22.00 per share,
First bank NO.65 to close at
N14.40 per share
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ization and that they have met
with State Governors on the
implementation modality.

Speaking on the bank’s
new agric project, the Fidelity
bank’s Managing Director and
the Chief Executive Officer,
Mr. Reginald Thejiahi said that
the project constitutes the
bank’s own “package to sup-
port the government and
people of our nation to con-
vert the opportunities in agri-
culture.”

He said: “We are begin-
ning a project where the co-
operation and encouragement
of all are required — both gov-
emment and the agric busi-
ness entrepreneurs.”

He said Nigerians should
embrace agriculture because
of the opportunities in the sec-
tor and also plan better be-
cause commercial agriculture
enables best use of land and
other resources.

“Fidelity wants to enable
the emergence of a new gen-
eration of entrepreneurs in ag-
riculture from the front end to
the back end. This generation
would include young gradu-
ates in agriculture and other

Fidelty bank raises agric facltyto N10m

fields, smart investors”,
said.

The Fidelity Agri — Nige-
ria Project, according to the
bank’s MD/CEO has four fea-
tures.

The first is the Fidelity
Agric Trust Fund Facility
(FATFF) which is designed to
increase the production of
agribusiness through tripar-
tite arrangement of benefi- -
ciary, sponsor/promoter and
bank. 3

The second is Fidelity Self
Help Group Facility (FSHGF),
desigried to support and en-
courage individuals and infor-
mal groups to go into produc-
tive activities along agric value
chain business through pro-
moter and sponsors.

Another feature is the Fi-
delity Cooperative Union Fa-
cility (FCUF) aimed at provid-
ing the funding needs of reg-
istered cooperatives involved
in various productive
agribusinesses, while the Fi-
delity Agric Lease Facility
(FALF) is designed to fund the
acquisition of operation assets
required required for
agribusiness.

Minister urges manufacturers
to be consumer friendly

he Minister of Com-
Tmerce and Industry
Chief Achike Udenwa
has urged manufacturers in
Nigeria to as a matter of delib-
erate policy set aside a-frac-
tion of the annual profit to
strengthening of consumers
protection in the country.
He said the Nigeria con-
sumer population was largely
ignorant, uneducated and

By Yunus Abdulhamid

served overtime that most
companies do not take into
consideration the interest of
consumers when designing
and developing their social
responsibility initiatives, say-
ing “This situation is unac-
ceptable, particularly in the
globalising world.
Globalisation apart from break-

lion exchanged in 3,621 deals. | passive which the makes the ing down barriers in world
Insurance sub sector as | job of the Consumer Protec- trade, projects the consumer
usual followed witha turnover | tionCouncil (CPC)aherculean  as the driving force of the
-1.00 | 0f26.826 million sharesworth | task. economy.”
N20.432 million exchanged in The minister was speak- Also speaking, the Edo
-0.80 | 447 deals. ing at the maiden edition of state governor, Comrade
Activities in the shares of | the Consumer Protection Adam Oshiomole, represented
065 | N.E.M Insurance drive the | Council’s 2009 National by the state’s Abuja Chief Li-
: sub sector with6.942 million | Young Consumerawardheld aison Officer, Mr Tony
050 shares worth N4.148 million in | in Abuja. The award is insti-  Aiyejinaadvised Nigerian chil-
£ 48 deals. tuted by the CPC to inspire dren to shun all social vices
On the gainers’ chart, | consumer education among for a better future.
044 ' Nestle led others with N6.98 | the youngsters, according He said, “If you are the
to close at N147.00 per share, | the CPC Director General, true future of this country, you
-043 | AP with N1.47 to close at | Mrs. Ify Umeayi. must shun cultism, exam mal-
N84.98 per share, BCCN1.08 He said it has been ob- practices, prostitution and
.- Buffett loses top credit ratin
. BU ses top g
- S financier Warren Moody’s. such as Goldman Sachs,
036 ‘ | Buffett’s holding The  outlook on American Express Co and
company, Berkshire Berkshire’s debt is stable, Wells Fargo & Co, which have
Hathaway, has lost its top meaning Moody’s does not all suffered big declines.

creditrating.

Ratings agency Moody’s
cut the debt rating from Aaa,
the highest, to Aa2, meaning
that it thinks the company is
less likely to pay back its debt.

Mr Buffett admitted last
month he made some “dumb”
mistakes in 2008, when
Berkshire’s profits fell 62% -
the worst performance in its
44 years.

The move is all the more
noteworthy, as Berkshire is a
significant investor in

expect to cut its rating again
anytime soon.

In his annual letter to in-
vestors, Mr Buffett said his
errors included buying stakes
in two Irish banks and invest-
ing in oil company Conoco
Philips when the crude price
was at its peak.

He predicted that the US
economy would be in a
“shambles” throughout 2009
and beyond.

Berkshire’s equity hold-
ings include financial stocks

Mr Buffett, ranked as the
world’s second-richest man
by Forbes magazine, also
owns stakes in Coca-Cola, re-
insurer Swiss Re and car in-
surer Geico. Now, there are
only four US companies with
Moody’s top Aaa debt rating
- Exxon Mobil, Microsoft,
Johnson & Johnson and Au-
tomatic Data Processing.

Class A shares in Berkshire
have dropped by 7.9% this
year, closing on Wednesday
at $88,960 a share. BBC.

human trafficking.”

The CPC boss said “the
youths worldwide have been
identified not only to be
agents of social change, buta
strong factor in the consump-
tion pattern of homes, de-
mands that more attention be
directed at them with a view
to catching them young for
the fight for a virile consumer
protection regime in Nigeria.”

She said three states were
picked from each of the six
geopolitical zones from the
country to participate in the
national completion was in
three categories; namely,
Newsletter, video and fliers.

At the awards, Govern-
ment Secondary school, Wuse
Zone 3, Abuja was crowned
winners of the Newsletter cat-
egory and went home with
N70, 000 cash prize and a digi-
tal video camera. Government
Secondary School, Owerri
came second and went home
with N50, 000 and 21 inches
LCD television. Forthe fliers .
category, Girls Senior Com-
mercial School, Aba Abia state
eamned the number one spot
and were rewarded N70, 000
and a digital video camera.

The Living World Acad-
emy, Aba and Girls’ Second-
ary School, Abai, Aba, both
in Abia state came second with
atie. They won N50, 000 and
21 inches LCD television.

Government Secondary
School, Nyanya, Abuja camé
top in the video category and
wenthome with N100, 000 and
a digital video camera while
the Living World Academy,
Aba in Abia state came sec-
ond and were given a cash
prize of N70, 000 and a digital
video camera.




Date: Tuesday, April 14,2009. .
Venue: Ladi Kwali Hall, Abuja Sheraten Hotel and Towers.
Time: 10.00 am. .
NAME OF PARASTATAL/AGENCY: NAME OF PARASTATAL/AGENCY:
E ANAMBRA-IMO RIVER BASIN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 7. LOWER-NIGER BASIN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
(Ay __APPOINTABLE MEMBERS (A) __APPOINTABLE MEMBERS
S/No NAME OF NOMINEE DISCIPLINE SiNe NAME OF NOMINEE DISCIPLINE
1 ENGR. GREG AMATUOYT CHAIRMAN ¥ CHIEF ENYI OBANDE CHAIRMAN
3 Dr. FRANCIS EGU MEMBER 2 DR. IFEANYI NWORODO MEMBER
3 HON.ALEX OGBONNA MEMBER 3 GROUP CAPT. T. DANYIL MEMBER
4 ENGR. LAWAN WAKILBE MEMBER 4 ALH. SULE MASHASHA MEMBER
g Dr. OFFIONG ANI OFFIONG MEMBER 5 PRINCE KINSE OKOKO MEMBER
3 ABDULLAHI OHIOMAH MEMBER (i HAJIA FATIMA SALIHU MEMBER
NAME OF PARASTATAL/AGENCY: NAME OF PARASTATAL/AGENCY:
3 BENIN-OWENA RIVER BASIN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 8. NIGER-DELTA BASIN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
{A) __ APPOINTABLE MEMBERS (A} __ APPOINTABLE MEMBERS
SiNp NAME OF NOMINEE DISCIPLINE S/No NAME OF NOMINEE DISCIPLINE
1 PRINCE SOLOMON AGUELE CHATRMAN 1 HON. E. A. AGUARIAVWODO CHAIRMAN
3 MRS. RITA COKER MEMBER 2 MR. MOWON ETETE MEMBER
3 KAWU AHMED NAFADA MEMBER 3 CHIEF C. O0.C. EGUNGBE MEMBER
4 CHIEF DAVID AMOH MEMBER 4 MRS. OCHO ALFA MEMBER
s BARR. OJO WILLIAMS MEMBER 5 MOHAMMED SHEHUWA MEMBER
6 JULIUS SOWUNMI MEMBER 6 HON, SUNNY UYIGWE MEMBER
NAME OF PARASTAT ¥ : NAME OF PARASTATAL/AGENCY:
i M‘M*_Ww 9. OGUN-OSUN RIVER BASIN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
(A} __APPOINTABLE MEMBERS (A} __APPOINTABLE MEMBERS iy
SiNo NAME OF NOMINEE, DISCIPLINE SiNe NAME OF NOMINEE DISCIPLING
: AR WILELADS MANINGE CHAIRMAN 1 CHIEF HYDE ONAGULUCHI CHAIRMAN
z ALH. ABUBAKAR IBRAHIM DAN-MUSA MEMBER 3 ALIL AJIV A IDRISS A WAZIRT T
3 BARR. EDET BASSEY MBIAM MEMBER 3 MALLAM GARBA VARG MEMBER
4 SABO A. MADUGU MEMBER 4 MRS. DOLAPO ABANIDA MEMBER
3 DR.AYO OLAIVA MEMBER 5 EMMA M., SHODA MEMBER
3 CHARLES C. ANYANWU MEMBER - CHIEF FEMT ADERANYE N
NAME OF PARASTATAL/AGENCY: . ; =
3; CHAD BASIN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY ?';‘ME ?;ggﬁ%*;ﬁ;ﬁ}gf“?? :
@A) APPOINTABLE MEMBERS - (A} __APPOINTABLE MEMBERS
S NAME OF NOMINER PN IvLINE - [S™e NAME OF NOMINEE DISCIPLINE
1 RTD. A. LG. ZANNA LAMINU MAMADI CHAIRMAN - i e - o
2 ALH. MOHAMMED GAMBO GUIBA MEMBER : ?L“',‘fgm"”j“,m DAL TAMBUWAL CHANRTAN
3 ALH, STRAJO DADA MEMBER 3 SIR KELLY INVIRI MEMBER _
7 A CARBA D ANDIGE S 3 LAWRENCE. AMADIOHA MEMBER
: MO Bis e 4 HON. RABIU SULE MEMBER
= SEN. CARBA TATRE M ATEEE 3 CHIEF ONYILO OGBECHE T MEMBER
6 MR. OLANREWAJU OLADIMEJ] 7 MEMBER
NAME OF PARASTATAL/AGENCY: NAME OF PARASTATAL/AGENCY:
5. HADEJIAJAMARE BASIN i1, LPPER BENUE BASIN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
(A} __APPOINTABLE MEMBERS (A} __APPOINTABLE MEMBERS
S/Ne NAME OF NOMINEE DISCIPLINE SiNo NAME OF NOMINEE DISCIPLINE
1 ALH. IBRAHIM MUKHTAR CHAIRMAN 1 UMARLU DAN ADDA IBRAHIM CHAIRMAN
3 ALH. GARBA NABALI AHMED MEMBER 2 MR. VIN OGBA MEMBER
3 BABA HARDO ZARMA MEMBER 3 HON. MODU FUGUMI MEMBF’,
4 ENGR. KAMAL GIWA MEMBER 4 HON. AUDU DANSA MEMBER
3 COMRADE TONY NWOVE MEMBER 3 HAJIYA RABI MUSA ABDULLAHI MEMBER
3 HON. FIBI ISA MEMBER 3 HON. CATHERINE OMNI MEMBER
NAME OF PARASTATAL/AGENCY: ! L PARASTATAL/AGENCY: - - ;
6.  LOWER-BENUE BASIN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 1 SOKOTO-RIMA RIVER BASIN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
(A) __ APPOINTABLE MEMBERS X (A} __APPOINTABLE MEMBERS
5/No NAME OF NOMINEE DISCIPLINE SiNo NAME OF NOMINEE. DISCIFLINE
i ENGR. YUSUF NYAM CHAIRMAN : IBRAHIM LANGE CHAIRMAN
2 ALH. JALO ABUBAKAR MEMBER 2 MRS, CERTRUDE EZEBUNAM MEMBER
3 CHIEF FRANK NEVOBASI MEMBER 3 ALH. BUKAR GURDAMA MEMBER
4 MAGNUS KANT MEMBER 4 SIMON AUDU GALADIMA MEMBER
3 CHIEF LANRE RASAK MEMBER 5 HON. SAIDU ABDULLAHI RIMI MEMBER
. AMB. (MRS) OCRON MEMBER 3 MRS. ELIZABETH EZOMO MEMBER

Appointees are expected to bring along their photo IDs (Drivers Licence, International
purposes of proper identification. Screening will commence at 8.00 am at the same venue.

SIGNED:

OTAKI M. OYIGBENU OON, mni

Permanent Secretary

Announcer

Passport or National ID card) for
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BEROM EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL ORGANISATION
| BECO ‘

BEO Headquarters, No. 28 Ahmadu Bello Way, Jos, Plateau State - :
becoexco@yahoo.com : :

30th March, 2009.

<
-

His Excellency,

Alhaji Umaru Musa Yar'adua GCFR,
President, and Commander -In— Chief,
Federal Republic of Nigeria

Aso Villa

Abuja.

Your Excellency,

The Berom Nation currently in a mourning mood, following the demise of our paramount ruler Da (Dr.) Victor Dung Pam, the
Gbong Gwom Jos, was greatly consoled by your timely and well appreciated visit on the 9th , of March 2009. That gesture is
not unexpected of a leader who has shown tremendous interest in the welfare of his people.

Mr. President, you gave us a sense of belonging and lessened our pains at this moment. This visit which we shall continue to
cherish was almost marred by the senseless conduct of a few misguided youth who hauled stones and missile at Your
Excellency’s convoy. Such barbaric action targeted at your most revered and sitting President of the Whole nation is
indicative of the highest level of intolerance exhibited by the perpetrators of such dastardly acts.-This is shameful,
condemnable, callous and embarrassing to the entire people of Plateau State. We apologize to you for the embarrassment
such disgraceful behavior by this misguided group might have caused you and your esteemed entourage. We condemn in
totality such outrageous behaviors, noting in particular that this action is quite alien to the culture of our peace loving people
of Plateau State.

We appeal to Mr. President not to view this ugly episode as a reflection of the character of the people of the Plateau State, but
an attempt by a group of misguided out to cast the State in bad light. We frown at this barbaric act and only hope that the law
enforcement agencies will apprehend these culprits and bring them to justice. :

Mr. President, the Berom Nation condemns in unreserved terms this conduct, and as the host community, tender our sincere
apology on our own behalf and on behalf of the good people of Plateau State :

Mr. President, Plateau State is your home and therefore, let no action by anyone, group of our detractors discourage you
from visiting our dear state whenever you so desire.

May God bless you with long life, peace and vitality in the onerous task of providing leadership to our great nation Nigeria. |

Once more accept our unreserved apology for the unruly behaviors of a derelict few.
Please accept the assurance of our highest esteem.

Long Live the Berom Nation,
Long Live Plateau State,
Long Live The Federal Republic of Nigeria. i

Da Air Cdre Ishaku G Mwadkon (rtd)

National President BECO
For and on behalf of the Berom Nation
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RE: THE STATE OF GOVERNACE ON THE PLATEAU
AND THE RECENT EXPERINCES BEING A POSITION
PAPER WRITTEN TO SELECTED ELDERS OF
PLATEAU STATE ON JANUARY 28™ ,20009.

BY
CONCERNED BEROM

he attention of the Berom Nation has been drawn to a paid
publication in the Daily Trust of 4", March 2009, page 24
under the above caption. =

The Berom people are very democratic, friendly, good hosts, very
hospitable and multi — religious. We are therefore very
accommodative to meaningful, constructive view, opinions etc.
that will promote the positive development and progress of our
fatherland.

[ A jont consideration Dy various Berom organizations ie: The
Berom Educational and Cultural Organization (BECQ), The
Berom Youth Movement (BYM) and The Beromi Women
Association (BWA) has revealed that, the authorship and the
umbrella ship of the said publications are fictitious, spurious and
inconsequential. We are appalled by this obnoxious act,
considering the wicked and malicious intent of its sponsors.

As far as the Berom Nation is concerned, that write-up emanated
from enemies of peace who simply used pen names to express
their evil intentions under -an-amorphous umbrella that is not
reflective ofthe Berom identity or aspirations.

The Berom Nation and all its affiliate organizations fully
disassociate itself from the said publication as no sons of the soil
can stoop so low to dance naked in the market in order to support
the evil agenda of a frustrated group of anarchist.

We warn in strong terms that the politics of mudslinging should not
be used as a scheme to cast a dent on the collective image and
integrity of a whole ethnic nationality, in view of the negative
consequences.

Politicians and religious fanatics should know the limit of their
game plan, particularly in the context of accepting their rights stop
where the rights of others might be forced to drag such faceless
writers to consider redress actions, by their unrestrained actions,
if the Berom Nation continues to suffer damage in character and
reputation.

The enemies of Governor David Jonah Jang must find other ways
of expressing their vituperations rather than using the toga of
ethnic semblance to mislead and hoodwink unsuspecting
individuals into believing their libelous and defamatory antics.

The general public is advised to be wary of such vices which has
become the stock in trade by some discredited individuals who
are seeking popular platform to re-launch their campaign of
calumnyand sectional interest.

Da Air Cdre 1.G Mwadkon (rtd)
President BECO

President BYM

(_// ¥ \'7 )
Ngo Grace Pwol
President BWA
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LAKE CHAD RESEARCH INSTITUTE
P. M. B. 1293, MAIDUGURI

INVITATION TO TENDER FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
2009 CAPITAL PROJECTS
The Lake Chad Research Institute, Maiduguri intends to execute some projects under the approved
2009 Capital Projects. Consequently, the Institute hereby invites pre-qualified Contractors to bid for
the under-listed projects under the following scope and terms:

LOT No. Scope of Works
LOT1A Supply of Milling and Baking Equipment

LOT1B Supply of Bread Quality Testing Equipment:

Amilograph, Farinograph, and Extensiograph
LOT2 Supplies of Agrochemicals

LOT3A Supply of Tractor with a trailer

- LOT3B Supply of Farm Implements (Harrows, Rodgers and
Plows)

LOT3C Supply of Water Pumps (8” Hydraulic Pumps)

LOT4 Expansions of ICT Facilities: (Website Maintenance,
Bandwidth Subscription and Internet Networking)

8 LOTS5A Construction of about435m Road network LCRI
Headquarters along staff Clinic— Maintenance Unit Road.
——T eSS S —
T i T T T T —— =
9. LOTSB Construction ofabout 570m Road Network LCRI

Headquarters along Staff Canteen—Power House Road

Rehabilitation of Existing Drainage Network at LCRI
Headquarters

Supply of Books, Journals and Periodicals including
Subscriptiontoe-Journals . RS

LOTS _ . . Supply of Equipmentfor Digital Editing Suite (Non-
e Linear) for LCRI Farm Broadcast Studio

LOT9A Supply of Laboratory Oven and Fermentation Chamber
LOT9B Supply of Model Kitchen Equipment

LOT10 Procurement of Laboratory Reagents, Glassware and
Consumables

LOT11A Renovation and Energizing the Screen House
LOT11B Supply of Equipment to Renovated Screen House

TENDER QUALIFICATIONS:
The following are the qualifications of would be Contractors/Suppliers.

Registration with Corporate Affairs Commission;

Registration with the Lake Chad Research Institute, Maiduguri as a Contractor/Supplier
Must show evidence of previous experience in similar jobs and supplies

Must present (3) years Tax Clearance Certificates

Payment of non-refundable Tender Bid fee of N20, 000.00 for each Lot tendered payable into
the Institute's Account at Bank PHB No. 056110000010.

Tender documents for the projects will be ready on sale with effect from 14" April 2009, Pre-
qualified Contractors/Suppliers are to check at the LCRI Headquarters or log on to

www.lcrimaid.org for the details.

All bidders should consider the condition that the award of contracts must be in strict compliance
with the provision of section 16(6) (d) of the Public Procurement Act 2007 as it relates to pensions
that “any Supplier, Contractor or Consultant who is an employer of labour covered by PRA 2004
bidding or soliciting contract or business from LCRI must fulfill all its obligations with respect to
pensions.”

SUBMISSION OF TENDER:

The completed Tenders must be enveloped, sealed and clearly marked “Tender for the (state the
Project in the Scope tendered for at the left hand corner of the enveloped) and drop in the Tender
Box located in the Office of Executive Director on or before 4.00 p.m. on 25" May 2009.
OPENING OF TENDER:

Tenders would be opened at 10.00 a.m. on 26" May 2009 at Block E Conference Room of the
Institute. All contractors/suppliers are also invited to the opening.

Professor Bukar Bababe
Executive Director
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FEDERAL MEDICAL CENTRE

PMB 0037, ASHAKA ROAD
GOMBE

A. INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFIC
ATION (INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIVE
BIDDING)

LOT |DESCRIPTION OF ITEMS
I 16 SLIDE CT SCAN MACHINE 1

PRE-QUALIFICATIONS REQUIREMENTS

Evidence of incorporation with Corporate Affairs Commission

Evidence of tax clearance for three years (2006-2008)

Evidence of vat registration -

Company audited account for three years (2006-2008)

Evidence of financial capability ~

Evidence of technical capability

Experience/Technical qualification of key personnel °

List of previous similar job executed with photographs, locations names of
' Clients-mail addresses and telephone numbers.
e  Evidence of payment of non refundable pre-qualification fees of N100, 000.00

B. INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION/TENDER

The Federal Medical Centre, Gombe wishes to invite interested, competent and
: réﬁuiaﬁie Cﬁﬂir‘&{;{;;'s T T T L

equipments, furniture and a generator to the hospital under its 2009 approved capital
budget.

LOT DESCRIPTION OF ITEMS

MEDICAL EQUIPMENTS - &
-Automatic fibm Processor
-Thermal lacer Printer for CT ,M RI&

Mammography

MEDICAL EQUIPMEN TS -B
-Static M-ray Machine(700 MA) 1
¥ -Ray Machine R/F(Fluoroscopy)

MEDIC AL EQUIPMENT-C
-Mobile Ultrasouand scanner

-Color Doppler scanner

-Ultrasound Scanner

GEHERATOR

Procurement and mstallation of 250 KEVA Generator 1

'

K EXTEHNSION OF ANTE-NATAL CLINIC

-Expansion of ante-natal clinic

PRE-QUALIFICATIONS/TENDER REQUIREMENTS
Evidence of incorporation with corporate Affairs commission.

. Evidence of tax Clearance for three years (2006-2008)
Evidence of incorporation with Corporate affairs Commission
Evidence of VAT Registration
Company Profile with experience of key/technical personnel
Company Audited Accounts for three consecutive years (2006-2008)
Verifiable evidence of previous experience in similar jobs
Evidence of remittance of pension contribution =
Payment of N10, 000.00 non-refundable pre-qualification fees.

GENERAL INFORMATION:

A. COLLECTION OF PRE-QUALIFICATION/TENDER DOCUMENTS Pre-
qualification documents are to be collected from the Office of the Secretary Tenders
committee upon the payment of non-refundable fee of N100,000.00 (One hundred
Thousand naira only) for A and N10,000.00 (Ten thousand naira only) for B.

B. SUBMISSION AND OPENING OF PRE-QUALIFICATION/ DOCUMENTS

Bound pre-qualification documents in a wax sealed envelop addressed to the “MIEDICAL

DIRECTOR?” and with “PRE-QUALIFICATION” OR”PRE-

QUALIFICATION/TENDER” written at the top left hand corner should be drop at a

securely locked tender box located at the ground floor of the adniinistrative block of the

_ hospital not later than 23* April, 2009 by 12:00 noon. Opening of submitted documents
shall take place by 2:00pm of the same date.

NOTE: : g

e  The submission of pre-qualification documents do not automatically guarantee award
of contracts. J :

e  This advertisement shall not be considered to be a commitment on the part of the

hospital.

SIGNED
Management

~ £aw wwo_analification and tender for the sunply of hospital -
—— T R————————— g g
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FEDERAL MEDICAL CENTRE,

P.M.B. 0037, GOMBE,
GOMBE STATE.

STAFF VACANCIES.

Applications are hereby invited from suitably qualified and interested candidates
for the following posts:-

1. CONSULTANTS [One each in Paediatrics Surgery and Urology] .

a.  Minimum qualification requirements: - MBBS, in addition to professional
qualification of the relevant Postgraduate Medical College or its equivalent
registrable with the Medical and Dental Council of Nigeria.

b. Salary: - CONTISS 13.

2. RESIDENT DOCTORS/MEDICAL OFFICERS [for Medicine, Surgery, O
& G, Paediatrics, Radiology, A & E and General Out- Patient
Departments] 23/9

a. Candidates should possess MBBS or its equivalent, registrable with the
Medical and Dental Council in addition to having passed the Primary Yin the
relevant specialty plus the NYSC Certificate. For Medical Officers in Accident
and Emergency training and experience in A & E will be an added advantage.
b. Salary: - CONTISS 10.

3. MEDICAL PHYSICIST [1]a.
Candidates should possess at least an M.Sc. in Physics plus NYSC Certificate.

B NSy, —

4. MEDICAL IMAGING SCIENTISTS 11 [4]a.
Candidates for this post should possess Bachelors Degree in Radiology [B. Rad.]
or its equivalent from a recognized University and registrable with the
Radiographers Registration Board of Nigeria in addition to having completed the
NYSC programme.

b. Salary: - CONTISS 7.

5. DENTAL OFFICER ; [1]a.

Candidate must possess a Degree in Dental Surgery and registrable with the MDCN
plus NYSC.

b. Salary: - CONTISS 11.

6. PHARMACISTS [2]

a. Candidates should possess a B.Pharm. Degree registrable with the
Pharmaceutical Council of Nigeria in addition to having completed the NYSC
programme. :

b. Salary: - CONTISS 9

7. PHYSIOTHERAPISTS [2]

a.  Candidates must possess a Degree in Physiotherapy and registered with the
Therapists Registration Board of Nigeria plus NYSC.

b. Salary: - CONTISS 8.

8. NURSES/MIDWIVES [for Intensive Care, Nephrology, Anaesthesia, Peri-
Operative, General Nursing and Midwifery][30]

a. Candidates should possess the NRN and/or NRM or equivalent qualification
and has been duly registered with the Nursing & Midwifery C ouncil of Nigeria.
Female candidates must have both NRN and NRM.

b. Salary: - CONTISS 7.

9. QUANTITY SURVEYORII 1]

a. Candidate should possess a Degree in Quantity Surveying registrable with
the Nigerian Institute of Quantity Surveyors plus NYSC.

b. Salary:- CONTISS 7

10. ELECTRICAL/ELECTRONICS ENGINEERS II [2]
a. Candidate should possess a Degree in Electrical Electronics Engineering
from a recognized University and registrable with COREN.

b. Salary:- CONTISS 9

CONDITION OF SERVICE: - The condition of service is as obtained in other
Federal Tertiary Health Institutions in Nigeria.

METHOD OF APPLICATION: - All interested candidates should submit TEN
copies Each of TYPEWRITTEN applications with their curriculum vitae and
relevant credentials which should be forwarded to the following address:-

The Medical Director,

Federal Medical Centre,

P M. B. 0037, ;

Ashaka Road, Gombe,

Gombe State. :

Candidates should ask three of their referees to submit their reports directly to the
| address above. * : . 2

CLOSING DATE: - SIX [6] Weeks from the date of this advertisement. Only the
_ names of shortlisted candidates will be published in the Newspapers.

Signed.
Management
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nxiety neurosis is a
: situation everybody
xperience from time

»

~ <to-time but it will become

medically significant if it is
disproportionate ‘to-the
external events or if it
persists  long - after
precipitating factors have
been resolved, says Doctor
Nurudeen Toyin Abdur-
Raheem of Anchor Medical
Centre, Ilorin, Kwara state.

According to him, this
condition has also been
identified as a classical
example of psychiatric
presentation of physical
illness. In other words itis a
psychiatric symptom.

Experts at
homeomiracles.com also
confirm that anxiéty is a
normal reaction when a
person feels a kind of
threat or when there is a
proper reason for it. As a
matter of fact the body
prepares to deal with this
problem but anxiety
neurosis sets in when the
affected person cannot
overcome the situation.

Difference between fear
and anxiety

Anxiety neurosis is a
mild deviation of mind with
unpleasant, distressing
emotion that is usually
distinguished from fear. It
is not the same as an
identifiable fear because
fear is aroused by the
perception of actual or
threatened danger. =

Anxiety arises when the
danger is imagined or
cannot be identified or
clearly perceived. It is a
normal response in
stressful situations, but
frequently experienced in
many mental disorders.

What happen when you
have anxiety neurosis?

Anxiety releases
adrenaline and cortisone
into the blood stream.
When this happens,
Doctor Abdul Azeez of
University of Tlorin
Teaching Hospital explains
that it quickens the heart
with palpitation. Breathing
becomes shallow; the
muscles become tense; the
energy is wasted with this
abnormal situation, which
leads to unbounded
tiredness and headache. .

Types of anxiety
Neurosis

These include
generalized anxiety
disorder; phobic disorder;
panic attack and
obsessive-compulsive
disorder.

Doctor Abdur-Raheem
explains phobic anxiety as
an unnecessary fear of a
particular object or
situation such that it leads
to the avoidance of that
provoking stimulus.

"Phobic Anxiety is
where the

common

What is anxiety neurosis?

| ByNi'imah Shehu

irrational fear of certain
situations,confining
places, particular things
and insects characterize
this phobia”.

Panic attacks on the
other hand are neurosis
with no evidence of reason
for extreme fear or tension
such as fear for disease and
future. Obsessive-
compulsive disorder is a
type of anxiety neurosis
where the affected person
displays irrational
thoughts and repetitive

behaviour.

According to experts
obsession is frequent and
continuous  thoughts
whereby the individual
visualizes violence,
contamination and tragic
events happening to him
or her. Such person also
feels compelled to respond
to that obsession in a
senseless and repetitive
manner. This explains why

* the individual would wash
the cutleries or hands
repeatedly because of his
or her obsession for
contamination. -

Symptoms

Doctor Abdur-Raheem
categorises these into
psychological and somatic.
Under the psychological
symptoms you have
apprehension, fear of
1om-pre-n d¥i. n g
disaster,depersonalisation.

Somatic symptoms
include tremor, palpitation
(of the heart), excessive
sweating, diarrhoea, chest

pain, headache, dizziness, °

breathlessness, frequent
urination and poor
concentration, the doctor
says.

The patients also roam
about because they are

irritable; usually wear
frowned faces, gloomy
look and seem confused.
They suffer loss of sexual
derives such as impotence,
premature ejaculation,
hypertension in-elderly
people and bed wetting
episodes in children. Itis
important to note that
several physical
conditions such
thyrotoxicosis;
phaechromocytoma,
hypoglycemia (insufficient
sugar in the blood) and
alcohol withdrawal can
initially manifest
themselves with anxiety

‘treatment

before other signs folows.

On a general note anxiety
is a common emotion
during early stages of
many illpesses but it
usually subsides over time.

Treatment.

Although psychological
such ' as
counselling - and
reassurance (talking about
the. illness and allaying
fears) is the main stay of
anxiety neurosis,drugs are
also used.

A patient is also exposed

-to the particular object or -

situation he or she has
phobia in stages. This,

according to doctor Abdur-
Raheem, is callqd
desensitisation - and
flooding. ;

Typhoid fever: Causes, prevention and control

Typhoid fever .

1 1880, the name Typhoid
II;ever was introduced

ecause of its clinical
similarity with

Typhus. It was also known
as Typhoid Mary in 1869.Mary
was the first person in the
United States to be identified
as a healthy carrier of typhoid
fever.

It was identified as a
separate disease causing
enlargement of peyers,
patches and mesenteric lymph
node hence named enteric
fever.

Bacteriology

These infections are caused
by members of the salmonella
typhi, and salmonella
paratyphi AB or C, Salmonella
typhi is a gram negative aerobic
non sporing rod- like organism
It can survive in water for 7
days, in sewage for 14 days

and in ice cream for one

month.The incubation period
is usually 7 to 14 days.

Routes of transmission

It is caused by infection
with salmonella typhi, a
bacteria found in infected
animals and transmitted to
persons in contaminated food

or fluids .Food handlers-

especially if they are
intermittent carriers are
particularly dangerous and
have been responsible for
many outbreaks of disease.
-Chronic carriers
-Acutely ill patients—Health
care givers.
-Laboratory accident
- -Person to person contact.
Feaco oral route or to some
extent the urine of infected

people.

Enidermiol

The Typhoid fever has a
world wide distribution
although they are endemic in
communities where the
standards of sanitation and
personal hygiene are low.

‘antibiotic treatment of]

Children on Palm Sunday. Pic: Kennedy Egbonodje.
[ By Zainab Umar Ibrahim } Fever, and abdominal pain,  encephalopathy, [any disease
[ ' fever usually higher in the or degenerative condition of
Typhoid fever presents one of  evening the brain, ], delirium [an organic
the classical examples of a Diarrhea may occur, brain syndromecharacteﬁzed
water borne infection. All ages Severe headache, chills by clouding of
and both sexes are susceptible Anorexia, Constipation, consciousness, difficulty in
‘ more common thandiarthea  sustaining attention.],
Incidence Rate Cough, weakness,  meningitis.[inflammation of the
o e pt 1o deca do sorethrogt, dizziness, and meninges]
U.S.A 400new cases caused Ensclepains Y ik anehitien
by salmonella typhi are Si : These i E lud titi
sapected sl The |0 igns » ‘ 'hese include pancreatitis
f <b £ vod Rose spots,-, theseare faint  [inflamation of the pancreas],
gu§:£ tﬁﬁalciallxseo mlpf‘?abl salmon colored blanching hepatic and  splenic -
i Of IVIRBEEPAITC maculopapular rash located abscesses[focal collection of
Rt sou&e, howe;\cﬁr H} primarily on the trunk and  pus],endocarditis[an
conttlra%to 5 or _ ; Ve chest, Lymphadenopathy inflammatory disorder of the
e h qc)lnttlmueilto f; [enlargement of lymph node],  endocardium often involving
rlrgaz;l?lrhorex:atsesp;:e r:::). rte(; hepatomegally [enlargement the heart valves] myocarditis,
- of the liver], epistaxis [blood pericarditis, [Inflamation of the
annuaﬂyw1ﬂ1600,000dcaﬂ;s loss from the nose], and pericardium]  nephritis
Typhoid feverisendemicin  relative bradycardia [slow [Inflamation = of  the
most developing nations e.g.  heartrate] muttering delirium  kidney],orchitis [Inflamation
India, Vietnam, Mexico, Peru,  orcoma vigil of the testis], parotitis
and African sub region. This [inflamation of the parotid
is related to rapid population C gland],anaemia.
growth, inadequate human Usually occurs in the 3rd
waste treatment, limited water and 4th weeks in the Laboratory diagnosis
supply and over burdened untreated. It includes intestinal -Blood culture
health care delivery system.  perforation, gastrointestinal -Other than a positive
: e culture, no specific laboratory
o g Neuropsychiatry — test is diagnostic for enteric

- medical examination

be protected from flies.

fever.
-Bone marrow culture
-Salmonella serology
-Stool culture
Supportive investigation-
full blood count.

Treatment
Currently recommended

typhoid fever are 3rd
generation cephalosporin’s

Prevention and control

The ultimate control of
typhoid fever in a community
depends on sanitary disposal
of excreta, which will stop the
dissemination of faecal
matter from one person to
another. The introduction of]
permanent method of]
purification of water and
raising the standard of]
personal hygiene.

The individual-All typhoid
patients should be nursed in
a hospital .Patients should be
immediately notified and if]
possible the room from where
they come should be cleaned
and disinfected.

The community-If food is
implicated, it should be traced
back to its source and
enquiries made as to any
recent illness among persons
handling the food, samples of |
food should be taken for

If water supply is suspect
,boiling or hyperchlorination
isrequired.

Milk should be pasteurised
orboiled

The use of fresh human
manuare as fertilizer shouldbe]
actively discouraged and
vegetables should be boiled
or cooked before
consumption .Food should

Always wash and maintain
clean hands before eating.
Keep food contact surfaces
clean.

Dr. Zainab Umar Ibrahim
(GOPD) writes from Aminu
Kano Teaching Hospital,
Kano.
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Adolescence is the period of transition between
puberty and adulthood.

Most cases of Precocious puberty have no known cause.
In some cases, the pituitary gland, which regulates
the release of most of the body s hormones, signals the
ovaries and testicles to begin hormone production

mme m prematurely. Signs of puberty may also appear early
; ' because of ovary and testicle abnormalities.

33 ﬁ.ﬁ &E 2 m, Some causes of early puberty include amongst others:
and shoulders | - McCune-Albright Syndrome

2 Spina bifida with hydrocephalus
may m (abnormalities that children are born with)
2 : 3 Early commencement of activities by '
m Hypothalamus and Pituitary Gland that'

release hormones (chemical agent) which

l‘wm are responsible of triggering puberty.
ada . :

7 Obesity
Some drugs can be used to treat early puberty.

Some of the common problems of early puberty are
social in nature; peers’ pressure on kids. Some will
have tough time when they go through pubertal
changes early. They may be teased, and may have body
image or self-esteem problems. They may also be
confused about what is happening to their body, and
may have unfamiliar emotions. Girls may enter into
dating and sexual activity earlier, and may even marry
earlier than their classmates. Early-maturing girls may
also have more behaviour problems and a greater risk
Jor substance abuse and tendency to commit suicide, if

MM. the societal pressure is unbearable. Professional

counseling will help those kids through the difficult time.

: Sustained headache, my dilemma
s sim 4 it = Among those help will be; making sure those kids with precocious puberty
5 :o';ml:”s’ Ih‘:": b?d:“ﬂ'&guim Mam::mhe‘:h‘che that “t,m understand that everyone will go through the same changes, but that they happen
the dgiﬁerent fon):ls ofgu'déi:hes and remedyg = earlier in some kids and later in others. Encouraging them to take part in regular
from UNIMAID. = e . S Pphysical or social activities and give them openings to discuss any worries or
he has a lot of d‘ ioﬁz tdd be - o ofe - i In Concerns. Plea.fe visit a sexual health counselor. i
ngle it could be psychological problems either dﬂelo anxiety, stress, 1 have never experienced orgasm

5t : ;:ong ;LZ’:’;“::“ °V"maﬁ:lm"” - For the last 3 years that I have been initiated into sexual intercourse, 1 have
‘o e head“ » ,fi = ’a"‘ xpellmed- I‘!m once dulmg- m’ 'Course. n“ml ”m?
: ¢ Tension head ache, this is the commonest, it is dull, tight or like a pressure o s e

_ and there is a sensation of as if a band is tie around the head and the :

cause of such may b"""’“"’"’“’ ain, anxiety, and depressive illnesses. 4., ic , possibility that you have experienced orgasm before, only that you

: C e £ don'tbwwwbatyoxexpeﬁmedwasopgasm. From studies, ladies equate orgasm
with only what they viewed in movies or read in books and to them, if they did not
Mmintksmﬁmnefﬁwmwhaﬂbgyreadorsawiaamvie,ﬁex“ﬁey
experienced could not be orgasm. 7 :

Orgasm which is the highest pleasurable condition one experiences during
intercourse varies from person to person. -
Factmtbatcanleadtolackoforgamcanbeﬁumthem.bam
or the way and manner they interact, as well as their willingness to satisfy each
otbaduﬁngintmm.ladofmgmmmayaﬂedhealthindima&my'mis

.;,andoﬁenmild.

E T _ : not happy, disturbed, anxious and/or frustrated may lead to some health
Important points to consider when diagnosing head ache are as Jollows. mm such as Depression , Peptic Ulcer , High Blood Pressure 1o mention
1. The degree of the severity from onset To i i e s blem and remedy, you o -
2. Time of the day of onset of maximal pain hfo""""‘f" il E m"’" P"’l_ ok Mokch s o ik provide ""‘ e
3. Effect of posture, coughing and Straining
4. Location of the pain
5. Other associated symptoms. My menses has stopped

- Iwﬂlﬁkcbhowwhtmabmeofmenminawmwﬁcmm.
1t is based on assessment that a diagnosis will be made and institute management. Kubura

My dangllter ’s breast is enlar ged Pregnancy is only one of the causes of missing period, others are as follows
1. Miscalculation of Menses
My‘dughterisaboutBymandalrudyherbtammenlmgedM Iam noticing 2. Infections especially with High Grade Fever
some changes in her. I am worried and scared. What could be wrong? 3. Anxiety and worries especially during Exam Period or any Stressful
Eunice - 4. High Level of Prolactin ( chemical agent responsible for breast milk

production) in the Blood and that could be due to Drugs , Abnormal
Your daughter might be having her maturity at an early age, a condition called Secretion by Pituitary Gland
Precocious Puberty, which means having the signs of puberty (development of 5. Excessive discharge of Breast Milk
breasts, testes, pubic and underarm hair; body odor; menstrual bleeding: and 6. Chromosomal abnormalities
increased growth rate) earlier than usual. Precocious puberty is when the sgwe - v
of puberty appear before age 8 ina girl or 9 1/2.in a boy.

Puberty is the beginning .
changes physically, hormo

hiul&htemﬁve@hotmﬂ.mumdatextnmaﬁeu
«« 080-89972539 or P.O.Box 14807, Kano, Nigeria
s
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he newest trend
taking over the racks
are ruffles, ruffles,
and more rufflesgWhether it
is huge dramatic ruffles or
just a few around the
neckline, ruffles is what is in
vogue and making
statement now. It has taken
over many ladies clothing
ranging from blouses to
dresses, bags and shoes
.You can find styles of it
practically anywhere having
become every lady’s
favourite. The ruffles come
in different forms; they could
be off-centre, beautifully

G

It is ruffles!

multilayered, big, bold or
small.

The ruffled blouse is the
most prominent of them all
.The perfect way to update
your wardrobe without
spending a lot of money this*

] By Akor Ojoma |

or pants or skirts especially
a pencil skirt..Remember, if
you are wearing volume on
top, keep it fitted below. It’s
all about proportions. If

season is to try a ruffled YU are looking for a nice

blouse. Pair it with items
you already own like jeans

“gift, choose a blouse with
big ruffles, lace and other.

feminine touches.

According to Kim

‘Moshtaghi a contributing
‘writer for Adventures in the

stiletto jungle “Ruffles isn’t

‘just a potato chip brand

anymore—ruffles mean
fashion. The ruffle trend is
here to stay in a more
powerful way. This trend,

which is simply made by
cinched material, is adding
a lot of spunk to clothing
and accessories. I have
always liked this
reoccurring trend because
of how easily it transforms
a white crisp shirt to a
powerful, fashionable shirt
with attitude. With
variations ranging from
small to big ruffles, there is
a ruffle piece for
everybody! Ruffles have
gotten bolder and less
symmetrical just following
the natural fashion trend.”

Ruffles on wedding
dresses are also back.
Some ruffle wedding
dresses are rather
wonderful; and the fashion
formula obtainable from it
is; ruffles + wedding dress
= stylish princess.

Runway2  Hallway
website suggests that if
you want, your ruffles
could be a little more subtle
or dramatic and no matter
how big or dramatic the
ruffles you wear, as long as

H

you’re wearing them, you’ll

be fashionable this periogd.
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Between women and

1oever must have designed the
newly and widely embraced
clothing by women popularly

refered to as low-waist trousers  probably
have something in mind and that is the need
to expose the wearers' waist line and perhaps
their backside.

One do not need much evidence to
support the idea that women that prefer to
buy and wear this clothing style have
evidently agreed to show the public
whatever the trousers have been designed
not to cover. Indeed the name itself "low-
waist trousers ' is enough to buttress the
fact that it is for those who dare to expose
the part of the body that are supposed to be
covered.

. As a writer, I am not going to delve into
the vexed argument whether it is morally

;justifiable at least for African women to

expose that part of the body that is
supposedly meant for their men and not
every Tom, Dick and Harry to watch for
free. But rather I will be mainly concerned
with the comfort ability of those who wear
it. .

It is common sight to see women who.

wear low-waist jeans feeling uncomfortable
whenever they want to board or alight from
vehicles. Worst still if they are on motor
bikes.

The buttock will be exposed and of course
get the attention that goes with such a free
display of what should be exclusive for their
ideal men.

However, whether it is due to lack of will
or outright guilty conscience, you will
discover that some of the wearers of this
clothing often use their hands to cover the
exposed privacy they have chosen to display
to the public gallery.

To be fair to the wearers of low-waist
trousers, some of them have devised another
method of hiding the area low-waist
designers have designed it to reveal to all.
They tuck in the top they are wearing to
cover the back side but the fault with this
method is that whenever they bend the
clothing removes as they struggle every now
and then to tuck it back. In a case where the
top remains intact as it is tucked in, the
transparency nature of such still reveals
much of the covered parts. Many men will
bear me witness on this.

An incident happened on a vehicle 1
boarded from Kubwa last week when a lady
in a low- waist trouser was to alight from
the bus and as she bent over the whole thing

-was on display and a man was staring at her.

The lady in question obviously was not
comfortable with the way the man was
staring at her. She made frantic efforts to
hide the buttock from the gaze of the man
by using her left hand to protect the
exposed backside but as she does. this
another man was staring at her front because
she was wearing a spaghetti top which
could not give her breast enough protection
it deserves.

Sighting the other man watching her chest
intently, she used the second hand to guide
the front and then left without any free hand
to hold on to the door. She yelled, ““can’t
you keep you gaze useless men or have you
never seen a woman before? ™

A male passenger that was not one of the
men she was ranting at responded swiftly
to her outburst. The man who happens to

be the person sitting next to me at the back .

seat said, ** woman you must have known
that the trouser you are wearing will give
you all the necessary attention that comes
with it. ** Hearing this, she immediately
yelled back this time around at the man that
had just spoken. ** Will you mind your own
business? Even if I wear it, it is not for
Agberos (touts) to watch. * ;

Other men in the bus could not help it but
to burst out laughing at her defenceless
response. A man observed that she must

[ By Mustapha Suleiman |

have known that what she is displaying is
for the general public with no string
attached. He said at the top of his voice, '
even if you visit the Internet to browse
pornography the warning is there that it is
strictly for adults. But in your own case you
have placed no restriction by deciding to
wear this in public. At least you have no
moral ground to stop someone from looking
at you .More so when you are displaying
whatthey found interesting," the man said.

Sensing that everyone was not in her
support and the women who were in the bus
have decided to maintain their silence

- obviously not to be found joining in

condemning one of their own or probably
they are also in the category of those that
wear such. .

She sighed and dashed out of the bus with
shame boldly written all over her face.

Her issue was the subject of our
discussion throughout our ride. Her case is
just one out of many other travails of women

-who love body- revealing clothes with

passion.

Another case I witnessed recently was in
Nyanaya. This fair skin lady was on a bike,
wearing a low -waist jeans that look smaller
than her body size. As she sat at the back of
the commercial motor bike, expectedly her
backside was exposed up to the ** dividing
line". A man was attracted and shouted out

of consciousness or curiosity I assumed
because he was with lady who seems to be
his sister.

° > Whoa. How much do I offer you for a
night? You really got it in abundance, ** he
shouted. :

The lady in question wasted no time in
raining curses at the young man, calling him
a useless man of insane mind.

** It's your mother that goes for a price,
idiot. I am not your mate, " she ranted. She
did not stop there as she ordered the bike
man to stop for her to rain more abusive
words on the man who has the gut to tell her
what he feels in his inner mind.

After raining more insults on the man; she

‘decided to move on while covering the

exposed backside with her hand, looking
worried and uncomfortable.

Nowa million naira question begging for
an answer is why on earth will someone
wears what she cannot be proud of?

The question was put to a lady who gave
her name as Evelyn. She was in low-waist
jeans, so I found her ideal enough to give
appropriate answer to my curiosity. And her
response was as ridiculous and mind blowing
as the heated debate that the wearers of this

clothing have generated in the minds of men. .

* Low-waist trousers are in vogue now.
So to keep with the trend, one has to go for
what the world likes. It is just that most
Nigerian men cannot control themselves.
Go to other countries and see what they

i
1
{
!
]
i
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OW -waist trousers

wear yet nobody is crying foul over
nothing. My advice to men who are not
comfortable seeing us in it is that they
should lower their gaze, including you Mr.
Journalist. ** She declared.

Flesh everywhere, it is a common site
everywhere in Abuja, most girls have
developed an undying passion for it.
Nobody cares whether it is good or
otherwise for the wearers. But I insist in
knowing why they feel offended whenever
they are complimented by some men who
get carried away by the sight of what they
are proud to show -off.

Joy a lady said that the low-waist jeans
are what are mostly and readily available
in the market thus she buys it as there is
no alternative. When reminded of other
materials in the market, she replied that
low-waist makes her look smarter, adding
that an informed man will not raise any
uncomplimentary remark at the sight of a
woman in such attire.

She is not the only one with this opinion
as a female corps member who does not
want her name mentioned said that her
curves is what infermed her decision to be
wearing low-waist trousers.

** You see I am lucky to have a lovely
shape so this tight jeans looks nice on me.
A lady without a good figure will find it
repulsive to wear this kind of trousers.
Those criticizing it are those that do not
go in line with latest fashion in town, ™
she said confidently.

While responding to the same question,
Joyce a 20 years old student noted that
she has other options other than tucking
in her shirt in her trousers which according
to her is not a guarantee to prevent her
back from getting exposed whenever she
bends or removes.

** I wear a tight belt to prevent the low
waist | am wearing from slipping whenever
I bend. I also make use of G-string
underwear to complement it. It gives it a
perfect combination, ** she concluded.

Not only those that wear low waist
trousers were found to be uncomfortable
while in it, according to Philip, who
observed that those in mini-skirts behave
and act the same way like those wearing
low -waist trousers. :

** If you look around you will see ladies
in mini-skirts forcefully dragging it down
in public as if they did not know that it
was as short as that before they left home
or bought it in the first place.™

Philip attributed the actions of such
women to hypocrisy and act of guilt which
goes with anything one is not sure of.

Mrs. Jane, a school teacher, however

differs in her view on the wearing of body
revealing clothes. She said that any women
that decided to buy low-waist trousers
should be prepared and muster the courage
to face any consequences that comes with
it. Be it rape, sexual molestation or
uncomplimentary remarks from the opposite
sex. ;
She added that those that wear such
clothes in Europe wear it with a strong mind,
saying that one can never see them covering
their exposed flesh here and there as
applicable here.

** For God s sake if you are not bold
enough then why buy it let alone wears it.
You don't bear a name you cannot answer.
Anything worth doing is worth doing well,
** sheé said philosophically.

For the purpose of record, the FCT Police
recently said that they are having difficulty
in getting rid of prostitutes that have
obviously taken over every nooks and
cranny of the city, citing among other things
that they found it extremely difficult to
differentiate between a normal lady and a
prostitute as most of them dress in the same
provocative manner all in the name of
modern fashion, -
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Food memorles 1nﬂuence tastes’

down a mound of spi’outs 5

If the thought of gobbling

or chewing on some
rabbit makes you feel
queasier than a trip on a
rickety rollercoaster, it could
be because of your
childhood food memories.

According to.a new
survey, these memories
have a huge impact on our
tastes in later life with
almost half (43%) of people
questioned across the UK
admitting they have not
tried the food that gave
them their earliest bad
flavour memory again.

Smell expert, Professor
Tim Jacob, from Cardiff
University’s School of
Biosciences, said flavour
was actually a mixture of
two senses - taste and smell
- and in many people, these
were inherently
conservative.

“We spend our formative
years being fed with things
that are sweet and are quite

~bland,” he said.

& “Once
established what foods we
need to survive, why
change it? We often don’t
want to take that risk.

“Because of the way our
tastes develop, things like
olives are an acquired taste

we hvc;

w

Jacob,

but memory and emotion
remain closely linked to
flavour preferences
throughout our lives.”

- According to Professor

to sour or acidic foods and
a taste for salt only
develops when we are
around six-years-old.
“Children’s foods are
basically very

~our childhood
~ palates are not too partial

% of those uestioned dsa y wuld be ﬁnﬁmng to try chillies

conservative for biological
reasons. But as they grow
up it seems some tend to
stick with this conservatism

'_;:eventhoughbmlogncauyour -
tastes change,” he said.

“But also our preferences
for food seem to stay with
us. Babies have a preference
for sweet foods.”

Professor Jacob’s work at
the university involves
looking at which sides of the

brain are activated by
good and bad smells.
Student volunteers are

often are exposed to

cbmbmatlon of vomlt
smelly feet and ripe
Parmesan cheese, as well
as nicer whiffs like

»Magnet woman holds

any types of cooking

outfit on her body

almonds, pear drops and |_

roses
Culled from bbc.co.uk

Study finds stress link to

regnant women who
Psuffer from stress are
more likely to have a
child with asthma, according
to research from Children of
the 90s study.
Researchers working with

about 6,000 families in
Bristol found anxious
mums-to-be were 60% more
likely to have a baby who
would develop the illness.

The findings show 16%
of asthmatic children had

mothers who reported high
anxiety while pregnant.
Professor John
Henderson, from the Children
of the 90s team, said:
“Perhaps the natural
response to stress which

——

Emotions may pla arole in foetal develot

asthma

produces a variety of
hormones in the body may
have an influence on the
developing infant and their
developing immune system
that manifests itself later
on.”

The Children of the 90s
study - carried out by the
University of Bristol - has

. been following 14,000 :

children.

They are regularly tested
and monitored to see how
different lifestyles affect
growth, intelligence and
health.

The aim is to identify
ways to optimise the health
and development of
children.

Key findings to come out
of the project include left-
handed children do less
well in tests than their right-
handed peers and women
who eat oily fish while
pregnant have children

with  better visual
development.
Culled from bbc.co. uk

71-year-old resident of the city of Lipetsk, Elena
Kovaleva, is a magnet woman. She can keep any
o & s of cooking outfit on her body: irons, plastic
. ébowls crystal ashtrays and many other things. The woman
- discovered the gift of hers at age 45, which intensified her
ther gift, the gift of remote viewing. .
Kitchen utensils, such as forks, spoons and knives, heat
p a little after they hang on the woman’s body for a while.
1t is hard to take them off: they get ‘glued’ to the body hard.
E;O“The things take a lot of my energy as they stick to m
dy. Magnet people usually attract only steel things, but;lr

‘I used a wooden stlck to

overtheplaoe, nsedawoodenstl‘sktérstopi
er, but I stepped into a pool on the floor. I suffered

the electric shock, but I was lucky to stay alive. They told

me later that I had had 160 volts running through my body.

t was supposed to be a fatal accident, but I had the third

degree of disablement only,” Elenasaid.

The woman suffered a similar incident in her childhood.

‘When she was five years old, she fell into the dumb well of
a toilet. A janitor rescued the girl as she was clinging to the

edge of the toilet floor. -

Culled from pravda.ru

- “I remember adults telling that the incident was a token of ‘

§ny future wealth. It never worked out in the end, but I began

o foresee the future. I predicted my mother’s death — she
ied from lung cancer,” Elena said. -

&8

Want to chat up a man? Kee

omen should
forget shy
smiles and small

talk if they want to chat up
a man, according to
research.

Men favour a direct, no-
nonsense approach when
being chatted up by

women, scientists found.

A study at Bucknell
University in
Pennsylvania found men
had trouble ‘reading’
hints, even if they are
accompanied by flirty
body language, according

to a report in the Daily

Mail.
The researchers asked a
group of women for their top
chat-up lines and put the
most common suggestions
to men and women to
ascertain how they worked
in practice.
Men  found

_ direct

approaches such as
invitations to dinner or the
cinema most appealing,
followed by exchanges of
phone numbers or
straightforward questions
such as ‘What are you up
to tonight?’. Women

preferred lines that were

p it s1ple, saysc1ent1ts

designed to identify common
interests, the report found.The
least successful tactics were
smiles or lines such as ‘Have I
seen you here before?” There
were even less successful than
humorous lines such as ‘Your
shirt matches my bedspread’.

_ Psychologist Dr Joel Wade

said: “The direct indication
ofapossible dates as well
as the hint of a possible
date gives the man a clear
signal — instead of
sending mixed non-
verbal signals that the
man must decipher.”

' Culled from telegraph.co.uk
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The Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9x9 square grid made up of
smaller 3x3 square grzds (regzons) The numbers already present
within the puzzle are “given’-these are there to start you off.
The aim is to complete the puzzle by filling the empty cells.
Every digit from 1-9 needs to fit in each row, column and region
of 9 squares. Each row, column and region must contain just | FIND & CIRCLE JUMBO puzzles are solved by finding all

one instance of each number, 1-9. £ the hidden words in the diagram. The words are always in a
EASY : straight line and may read up, down, forward, backward, or
5- 6 - o diagonally. Cross a word off your list once you have czrcled it.
. : g Many words will overlap. S S
7 IR 1151 = Circus fun : |
6 9 1 < 7 A;A.:w S IMCJUGGLERTHNE T
. : EKTSLZSSLAMINAAII
~ 5 9 ‘11 7_%46~“’”“ Animals |MGCITADECIRCUSB||
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219 (6 ' Audience |E 1 URRHAPDRMTSGR
ians RGP IATTILXOREEC
_ 0 115 |3 g“"’" TEONLBRRZAEHNRA
8 8 |7 2 |6 cage ARTGUOECOMUIQEU
= 6 8 Clap i SGSCDOARPASUJIGD
| Clowns NGICASZORRETLEA A:/I
Costumes |[L O BRTMFCTSAVRARCE
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Signwriter’s devil! We sell FRESH food only
Photo location: Tokyo, Japan ; 2 ' S ~ £ N
Culled from the telegraph.co.uk S e ——— e = il
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UN-Habitat budgets $356m
to facilitate pro

he 22™ Session of the

Governing Council of

UN-HABITAT ended
on Friday with a budgetary
allocation of USD $356m
with the summit described by
the Under secretary General,
Mrs. Anna Tibaijuka as the
most successful ever in the
agency’s history.

Some of the highlights of
the week-long meeting held
at the United Nation’s
Coumpound, Gigiri in
Nairobi, Kenya included dia-
logue sessions on affordable

"housing and climate change;

the signing of partnership
agreements with six financial
institutions that would serve
as pilot house financing
schemes. Resolutions were
also passed calling on gov-
ernments to support UN-
HABITAT’s work on human
settlements development
particularly in the occupied
Palestinian territories.

At the concluding ses-
sion the President of the
Governing Council, Clifford
Everald Warmington, the Ja-
maican Minister of State for

By Abubakar Ibrahim,
Jjust back from Kenya

water and housing said the
Habitat Agenda was ex-
tremely relevant in these
times of financial turmoil and
climate change.

Addressing the last press
conference of the Session,
Executive Director Mrs.
Anna Tibaijuka thanked the
Governing Council for ap-
proving the organisation’s
budget proposal.

“We requested a total of
USD $356 million including
a general purpose budget of
USD 66 million representing
an increase of 32 percent and
this is the highest in the his-
tory of UN-HABITAT and
shows the confidence of the
Governing Council in our
work,” she said.

In comparison she noted
that in 2000 the foundation
budget was less than one
third of the amount and that
in terms of the work
programme there was gen-
eral consensus that Medium
Term and Strategic Institu-

tional Programme is being
well implemented and that

the good work in reform be
continued.

Other highlights of the
week included launching of
many other new
and initiatives such as the
collaboration with Swedish
Police on Safer Cities and the
nomination of popular
Kenyan musician Sara
Mitaru as the new Messen-
ger of Truth.

Addressing the partici-
pants at the closing cer-
emony, Mrs. Tibaijuka re-
called the challenges faced
by the agency and said that
it was now on a firm footing
and could only move for-
ward. Reflecting on her stew-
ardship of UN-HABITAT for
the last eight years, the Ex-
ecutive Director said a lot
had been achieved.

“There have been many
developments and improve-
ments; we now have well
established flagship reports,
and our findings and con-
clusions about urbanization
and the slum challenge are

-poor housing

beginning to influence the
work of other UN agencies
and partners, including the |
press. Thanks to the support
from the media we now have
regular stories about the real
living conditions in slums
and the consequences of
poorly planned urbanization
and poorly managed cities,”
she said.

At the closing ceremony,
on realizing that this would
be the last Governing Coun-
cil for Mrs. Tibaijuka, the

thanked the President of the
Session, who is also the Ja-
maican State Minister for
Water and Housing, Everald
Warmington.

The meeting attracted a
total of 797 delegates from
104 countries, 500 of whom
represented national gov-
ermmments. They were joined
by 175 representatives of
NGOs and 41 representatives
of local governments and
their associations.

COREN tasks en

he Council for the

Regulation of Engi-

neering in Nigeria
( N) has tasked engi-
neers especially those in the
public sector to ensure
transparency in discharging
their duties in order to
minimise negative effects of
economic meltdown in the
country.

President of COREN,
Engr. Habu Gumel who made
the call in Abuja yesterday
at a workshop on “Value for

By Mustapha Suleiman

money in Engineering
projects’ said govern-
ment’s quest for develop-
ment of infrastructure could
be achieved by involving
engineers.

He said: “indeed only re-
cently, the Budget Office dis-
closed that the Federal Gov-
ernment had allocated 45.5
per cent of the 2009 Capital
expenditure to the resuscita-

gineers on transparency

tion of critical infrastructure
and almost all the projects
involved are engineering-
based.

“This calls for total com-
mitment by engineers par-
ticularly those in the public
sector. Value for money can
only be realised in the execu-
tion of these projects only if
engineers stick to the stan-
dards and ethics of the engi-
neering profession”.

Engr Gumel called on gov-
ernment to involve local con-

tractors in execution of |
projects, adding that “the |
need for this informed the |
wisdom of the former Presi-
dent, Chief Olusegun
Obasanjo, to set up the
Presidential Committee on
strategic plans for Engineer-
ing Development and Con- |
trol. The White paper re-
leased on the committee’s
work approved those jobs
less than N500 million
should be reserved for indig-
enous contractors”
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Germany’s first nudist hotel reveals all

inations: nudity and beach tow-

Is. After decades of sunbathing
and camping in the buff, the legions
of Teutonic naturists are about to get
their very own holiday heaven - a
completely clothing-free hotel.

The Hotel Rosengarten, in the
aptly named Black Forest town of
Freudenstadt (“Town of Joys”), will
mark a new frontier for the homeland
of Freikorperkultur (FKK), meaning
“free body culture.” A handful of Ger-
man hotels have accommodated
naturists up to now, but the manage-

: Lmll be the most German of com-
b

hardline anti-apparel stance.

That is where the beach towels
come in. Even before the hotel opens
strict.house rules have been pub-
lished, among them the stipulations
that all guests must be naked at all
times, and all must put-towels on
chairs and loungers before using
them. Lestanyone get the wrong idea,
it is also made clear that there is to be
strictly no sexual harassment of fel-

. low guests and no smutty behaviour
in communal areas. Those who dis-
obey will have to put on the ultimate
badge of nudist dishonour - clothing

Frieder Haferkorn, the naturist be-
hind the plan, said: “We hope that all
kinds of people will come to the hotel,
including families, and we are build-
ing a playground in the hotel
grounds.

A German travel company will of-
fer nudist flights this summer for
naturists who want to bare all before
they hit the beach.

“The town is surrounded by a
beautiful national park and there are
lots of opportunities for hiking and
skiing.” Guests will be permitted to
wear clothes while undertaking such

not want to. Ever since Heinrich
Pudor, a German sociologist and the
Father of Nudism Wwrote a treatise én-
titled The Cult ofthe Nude in the 1890s,
his countrymen and women have
been gleefully stripping off outdoors.

The German FKK association
(DFK), which celebrates.its 60th an-
niversary this year;, has about 160 af-
filiated clubs with 45,000 members as
well as a youth section. In contrast to
neighbouring Switzerland, where the
authorities have announced plans to
fine the “objectionable behaviour” of
nude hikers, two villages in the cen-
tral German Harz mountain range are

planmng special walking routes for
nude ramblers.

The, grounds of the Hotel
Rosengarten will soon be anqther
small oasis of nakedness if things go
according to Mr Haferkorn’s plan.
The 57-year-old hopes to complete
the purchase of'a 31-room hotel soon,
and will welcome guests in all sea-
Sons.

Baring all durmg a German winter
may sound like a recipe for painful
frostbite, but Mr Haferkorn offers as-
surances that the hotel will be heated
to abalmy 26C (79F)all year.

-Timesonline

ment at Rosengarten plan-to take a

- and leave. *

activities, although perhaps many will

Aslum at Nyanya, Nasarawa State.

A

Pic: Felix Onigbinde.

Lagos moves to end land disputes

e Lagos State Government
has appealed to traditional rul-
ers in the state to find a last-

ing solution to land disputes which
have been claiming innocent lives.

The Commissioner for Local Gov-
ernment and Chieftaincy Affairs, Mr
Rotimi Agunsoye, made the appeal
at a forum organised by the state
government for traditional rulers,
chiefs and government officials.

The forum was held at the
Adeyemi Bero audltonum, Alausa,
Ikeja. -

Agunsoye said Governor
Babatunde Fashola is worried by the
incessant land disputes in the state
and the resultant killing of people.

.He said,“the ugly incidents are bad
lessons for our youths who might
think that there are gains from set-
tling scores in this manner.”

The commissioner implored the
royal fathers to find out the causes
of land dispute and how they could
be averted.

He noted that violence generated
by land dispute have led to'a breach
of the peace, urging that dialogue,
litigation and arbitration rather than
violence be employed to resolve the

* disputes.

“This untoward and barbaric de-
velopment has shaken the fabric of
our society and has constituted se-
rious embarrassment to the state
government.

“There are other humane and
civilised means of resolving differ-
ences or disputes through dialogue,
arbitration or the law court as a last
resort, rather than the use of force or:
violence which is barbaric and con-
demnable,” he said.
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UN plans guide to

~fighting climate-
change disasters

proposed U.N. study
of climate extremes
ill be a practical

guide for tackling natural
disasters and fill a gap in
past reports focused on the
gradual effects of global
warming, experts said.

Floods, mudslides,
droughts, heatwaves or
storms are often the main
causes of destruction and
human suffering tied -to
climate change, rather than
the creeping rise in average
temperatures blamed. on a
build-up of greenhouse
gases.

“We are saying a lot
about changes in mean
temperatures but the
impacts on real people, real
companies, are taking place
at the extremes,” said Chris
Field, a co-chair of a group
in the NS
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC).

Yemsporary tents for Italy’s earthquake victims

Better knowledge of
extreme climate events could
help governments,
companies or humanitarian
organizations to cope with
natural disasters, he told _
Reuters on Tuesday during
a March 23-26 IPCC meeting
in Oslo.

“Most importantly (a
special study) will be a guide
for how we can get going
with practical measures in
countries vulnerable to
climate change,” said Ellen
Hambro, head of the
Norwegian Pollution
Control Authority which is
hosting the talks.

About 100 scientists are
meeting in Oslo to map out
a possible special U.N.
report about climate
extremes by Field’s group,
under a proposal by Norway
and the U.N.’s International
Strategy for Disaster
Reduction..-Reuters

A new fish tank, which attaches to your toilet, is the latest in bizarre bathroom accessories

Lavatory flush tank that holds fish too

new fish tank, which
attaches to your
avatory, is the latest

in bizarre bathroom
accessories.

The extraordinary mini
tank, ealled the Fish n Flush,
doubles as a flush tank for
your lavatory and a 2.2
gallon aquarium.

Maker AquaOne says
the tank was designed with
fun in mind and, despite
some concern from animal
rights activists, is perfectly

safe for both fresh and
saltwater fish.

It can even be emptied
water and used for small
animals like turtles or lizards.

David Parrish, from
AquaOne, said the tank had
been designed with fun in
mind and reactions to the
aquarium had been positive
on the whole.

But he admitted there
had been. some opposition—
mostly from people

Minister commends

The Minister of
Environment, Mr.
John Odey has
commended the efforts of
Climate Change Network
(CCN) Nigeria, for joining
the crusade against
deforestation through the

By Mustapha Suleiman
promotion of  wood
conserving stove.

He gave this
commendation  while

receiving in audience in his
Abuja office, ateam led by

concerned about using the
loo in front of their pets.

Mr Parrish joked:
“People have said they get
freaked out by using the
bathroom in front of the fish.

“Ijust tell them to lift the
seat and use the lavatory like
everyone else does.”

He added: “Some animal
rights activists have also
taken issue with the type of
aquarium we use.

“But once we explain
that we hired one a marine

biologist to help design the
filtration system they are less
concerned.”

Despite appearances —
the Fish n Flush aquarium is
completely separate to the
lavatory system, meaning
the water the in the lavatory -
and the aquarium never mix.

The separated systems
also means the fish are safely
secured in the aquarium.

A tank costs around
£299 and can be ordered
from the company website.-
Daily Telegraph

climate change body

the Coordinator, Mr.
Surveyor Etuk.

The Minister assured
the organisation of the
Ministry’s support and
cooperation and therefore
urged it to liaise with the
Special Climate Unit of the

Energy Outlook 2050: Lower carbon, but not so renewable

he electric system at
I mid-century will have a
lot more renewable
energy than it does today,
but coal and nuclear power
together will still supply two-
thirds of the energy,
according to a new study
from the Electric Power
Research Institute, a
consortium supported by
both government- and
mvestor-owned utilities.
Coal-fired plants will
likely be capturing and
storing their carbon dioxide
— so-called “clean coal” —
and the exact mix between
coal and nuclear will depend
on construction and carbon
sequestration costs,
according to the study.
Wind and biomass,
meanwhile, will supply about
a quarter of the electricity,
while solar power will not
play a significant role, the
study predicts. “It just

doesn’t enter into our
equation,” said Revis W.
James, the director of the
institute’s Energy
Technology Assessment
Center.

Of
physicist

course, as the
Niels - Bohr
famously observed,
“Prediction is very difficult,
especially about the future.”
Last year the Energy
Department produced a
report that said that wind
alone could produce 20
percent of the country’s
energy by 2030. And various
advocates say a substantial
share could come from solar
photovoltaic cells, which :
make electricity directly from -
light, or solar thermal
systems, which gather the,
sun’s heat to boil water.:
Geothermal energy and:
energy from ocean waves or'
temperature differences are
also candidates. i

But wind and biomass

are the only ones likely to.

have a cost low enough to
compete — at least in the
near term, Mr. James said.

The institute is pushing
for a broad research program
to lower the costs of carbon
capture and of low-carbon
energy production, and has
published two reports —
one on where costs stand
now, and another on how the
mix would vary under
various cost levels for
carbon storage and for
reactor construction.

One way that power
plants are compared is by
price per kilowatt of
generating capacity —
roughly the amount needed
to run a window air-
conditioner.

For nuclear power, the
institute has been using
$4,000 a kilowatt, but Mr.

James noted that Moody’s,
the debt-rating agency,
recently predicted $6,000. At
the lower construction price,
the cost per kilowatt-hour
(the amount that the window
air-conditioner  would
consume running for an hour.
on a hot day) is about 6.4
cents. At the higher price it
is 9.4 cents. (For comparison,
in 2007 the average
generating cost for the
United States was 6.6 cents.)

But $6,000 a kilowatt is
hardly a ceiling. The institute
notes that some reactors
built in the 1980s came in
even higher. So the study
also models the results at
$8,700 a kilowatt of capacity,
which would mean 12.2
cents a kilowatt-hour.

For coal, the cost to seq

uester carbon dioxide is
likely to be determined by
the number of places

approved for underground
storage of that compound —
and how much it would cost
to build a pipeline to pump
the material to those sites.

Costs could be lower if
the carbon dioxide could be
sold to oil producers, who
already use it for oil
production (they pump it
underground in 0?21 oil fields
to force out oil that cannot
be recovered by
conventional means).

But, said Mr. James, that
financial advantage might
not be around very long
because the volumes carbon
dioxide from power plants
would be so large they
would quickly depress the
market. :

/And, of course, the
relative competitiveness of

any future energy resource.

will depend on another
ungertain factor:
' -New York Times

Ministry in order to work out
the details.

He expressed the
Ministry’s preparedness to
partner with the
organisation and others
with similar objectives to
tackle problems of
deforestation headlong.

Mr. Odey said that the
Ministry  will be much
interested in making
available the stove at
affordable prices to rural
dwellers as a means of
mitifation against climate
change.

Earlier, the leader of the
delegation, Mr. Surveyor
Etuk noted that the
organisation’s effort was
based on its desire to
ameliorate deforestation in a
unique way, which made it
to seek for better and most
efficient way of cooking
through the stove.

He appealed to the
Ministry to establish a plant
that will manufacture the
stove as a way of reducing
the cost of production as
well as discouraging large
consumption of firewood.

i
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Obama’s bow to

“shocking display of fe-

alty to a foreign poten-
tate,” President Barack
Obama bowed to the King of
Saudi Arabia at the Group of
20 summit meeting in Lon-
don. “The bow was an ex-
traordinary protocol viola-
tion,” The Washington
Times observed in an edito-
rial on Tuesday. “Such an act
is a traditional obeisance be-
fitting a king’s subjects, not
his peer. There is no prece-
dent for U.S. presidents bow-
ing to Saudi or any other
royals,” the editorial said.
Obama offered King
Abdullah a deep and pro-
longed bow from the waist
when he met him at the sum-
mit, which brought together

In what’s been called a
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Saudi King lab

By Jim Meyers

the leaders of the world’s
largest economies on April
2. The story about Obama’s
unusual gesture has gotten
scant media coverage in the
United States, but a Spanish
TV broadcast was picked up
on blogs and has created an
Internet stir. “No Americans
of any station are required
to bow to royalty,” the
Times stated. “It is one of the
pillars of American
exceptionalism that our
country rejected traditional
caste divisions.” The Times
editorial also opined that
Obama’s bow “to the Custo-
dian of the Two Holy
Mosques does not help his
image with those who be-

lieve he is secretly a Mus-
lim, and why he chose to bow
only to the Saudi king and
not to any other royal re-
mains unexplained.” For in-
stance, Obama did not bow
to Queen Elizabeth when he

first met her last week in
London. Subjects of the
crown may bow to the mon-
arch but are not required to
do so. First lady Michelle
Obama also broke protocol

Friday, April 10, 2009

elled shocklng

during the Obamas’ trip
abroad when she put her
hand on the queen’s back.
The move caused a bit of
tempest in the British press,
but was quelled when the
queen put her hand on

Michelle in
Buckingham Palace spokes—
man described as a “mutual
and spontaneous display of
affection and appreciation.”
Culled from
WWW.IIeWSIMAX.com

he Muslim Public Af-

I fairs Centre (MPAC)

has accused Gover-

nor Jonah Jang of Plateau

State of attempting to enlist

the press to wage a propa-

ganda war on Muslims in his
state.

In a statement signed by
its Director of Media and
Communications, Disu
Kamor, said “MPAC is
aware of some clandestine

Islamic Forum condemns use of pills, condoms

he Islamic Forum of
Nigeria has con
demned the recent

hosting of United Nations
Population Fund conference
in Sokoto where Muslim
women were advised to use
pills and condoms for family
planning and prevention of
HIV/AIDS.

In a statement signed by
the chairman of the Sokoto
chapter of the forum, Malam
Usman I. Musa, the
organisation called on all
Muslim women to distance
themselves from the decla-
ration and recommendations
of the conference, saying
that the family planning
method being promoted “are
injurious to the health of

Ven}y when He 'tends
tis ! Qnr’an 36 82

Q What are the things that a wzdow in moummg mu,st

observe?

1From Sadeeq Aliyu, Gusau.

women and morality in the
society.”

The statement specifi-
cally said use of condoms
and pills by Muslim women
which the conference advo-
cated: for family planning
and HIV prevention, de-
stroys morality and pro-
motes. sexual promiscuity.
The Forum warned that
“any Muslim leader who al-
loyws the use of mosque to

promote sex education to |

girls in the community and
also to be used as a distribu-
tion centre for pills and

condoms should know that |

he is working against the in-
terest of Islam.

4. A widow in mourning must observe the toliowmg
. To spend her ‘Iddah (i.c 4 months and ten days) in the

over upon childbirth according to the Quran: “And those

pregnant women, their term would be concluded by their |

s.hiIdbn‘th *(V65: 4)

2. She should not go out unless it is absnlutely necessarv 1
3. Refrain from wearing attractwe or coterful clothes. That |

is what the Prophet (SAW) commanded.

4. Avoid wearing jewelry of any kmd before the end of the

‘Iddah.

5. Avoid wearing perfumes or using any scemed substanees

such as scented soap etc.

6. Avoid all application of beauty aids. She also must not |
drink a beverage mixed with saffron, for it is a kind of |
perfume. Neither is she permitted to entertain obvious |

proposals for marriage. These are the only things a widow
must observe throughout her ‘Iddah.

Shaikh bin Baz

ommand is ‘be’, and

moves of the state govern-
ment to enlist the press in its
battle against Islam and
Muslims. The Plateau State
Governor, Jonah Jang was
recently in Lagos on ‘a pri-
vate visit’, in the company
of the CAN Chairman in
Bauchi state among others,
to meet with editor-in-chiefs,

| ByAbbasJimoh

editors and deputy editors of
major newspapers where
copies of CDs and other ma-
terials purporting to contain
“incriminating evidences”
against Muslims m Jos were
handed out with the obvious
and dishonest intention to
place the blame of the crisis
on the doorstep of Muslims.
It is sad and dangerous that
a state government adopted
this policy of ‘smearcasting’
to affect news standards and
reporting”.

Kamor said “This is
cheap propaganda which
has failed before it even
started. The Governor is at-
tempting to rubbish the
good work that various reli-

arious  Muslim
‘ / organisations in
Ilorin, the Kwara
] state capital, have lined up
separate da’wah camp pro-
grammes for this weekend.
Various staments made avai-
lable to Daily Trust by the
organisations said their
programmes would com-
mence today at three differ-
ent locations and end on
Sunday.

The Young Muslims
(TYM)’s programme tagged
Muslim Children Camping
. Programme (MCCP) will
hold at the Queen Elizabeth

Muslim groups hold
da’wah camps in Ilorin

1 From Mustafa Abubakar, |
Tlorin

College, Ilorin for chlldren
under the ages of 4 and 9
years.

Al-Mu’minaat (the be-

lieving women )’s event |

tagged Al-Mu’minaat Train-
ing Program (ATF) will hold

at the Okele Secondary |
School, Tlorin till Monday |

13th Aprll 2009, while The |

Muslim Congress (TMC) ‘s |
programme will be held at |

male Muslims between |

1

Rugqayyah Group of Schools, |

QOdota, Ilorin between ’?4th
to 7mh April.

Muslim Lawyers’ As-
- sociation of Nigeria
. (MULAN) has condemned
the Federal Government’s
. recent decision to withdraw
. police orderlies from judges
and other public officers.
: A statement signed by
{ MULAN’s National Chair-
man, Adekola Mustapha said

derailing justice in the coun-
. try and frustrating the
. government’s desire to rid
the nation of crime.
According to the state-
ment, “It is inconceivable
that the government is try-
. ing hard to curb crime and
prison congestion in one

- Muslim lawyers oppose w1thdrawal
of judges’ police orderlies
’ he National Executive
: I “ommi f the
premzses in which she was living when her husband died, | S SR
unless she is pregnant, in that case her ‘Iddah would be |

such move was capable of

Bv Nlmdeen Olamyl

hand and on the hand on |

its own, issuing directives
capable of frustrating the ef-
fort.

MULAN said the result-
ant effect of the directive is

gious and inter-religious
councils are doing to bring
peace and harmony to the
flashpoints of religious cri-
sis in Nigeria. It is embar-
rassing and shameful to try
and whip up sentiments by
dragging the Christian Asso-
ciation of Nigeria (CAN) into
his plans by coming to the
meeting with the Chairman
of the Bauchi State Chapter
of CAN. This is pure deceit
as the governor ought to be
aware that both the Nigeria
Supreme Council for Islamic
Affairs (NSCIA) and the na-
tional body of CAN are both
united in fighting this
scourge of religious intoler-
ance, which are majorly pre-
cipitated and manipulated
by politicians, such as the
governor. The various se-
curity reports before the cri-
sis were enough foretelling.”
He stated further : “Ap-
parently not satisfied with
the responses from the me-
dia, the State Government
has embarked on a media
blitz to bring its agenda to
fruition, as can be gleaned
from a planted news items in
the Saturday March 28 edi-
tion of Punch newspaper
titled: “Plateau govt alleges
fresh plot to destabilise Jos”
wherein the DG of Research
& Planning in the Governor’s
Office, Mr. Gyang Pwajok
tried very hard to convince
the reading public that the
Central Mosque area is the
hotspot where trouble flare

| in Jos. MPAC knows that it

that, magistrates and judges |

may have to rethink before
they accept to preside over
criminal cases.

The statement added that
“it is unfortunate for the
government to lump together

judges and political office |

holders who sometimes
abuse the use of police or-
derlies by using them to in-
timidate political opponents
and oppress the people. *

is all too easy to make a ca-

Jos crisis: MPAC accuses Jang of propaganda war

reer in the Islamophobia in-
dustry but the Punch
newspaper’s decision to up-
hold this bizarre propaganda
strikes us as peculiar. We call
on the Plateau State gover-
nor and its officials to be true
partners for peace, to read
and review the report of find-
ings of the National Assem-
bly and sit down to do its
work of governance and cri-
sis management, rather than
following the easy but cheap
and counterproductive path
of blackmail.”

“It is sad to note thatata
time that various bodies and
the government at federal
level are looking for a way
out of the recurring crisis, the
Plateau State Government is
out on a campaign of cal-
umny against Islam and Ni-
gerian Muslims, even when
the report on the findings of
National Assembly commit-
tee paints a different picture.
The report among others
states that “One of the im-
mediate causes of the Jos
North Local Government
Election crisis could be at-
tributed to alleged attempt
by the ruling Party in the
State to manipulate the re-
sults of the Chairmanship
election to its advantage.”
The report further states that
the State Governor failed to
heed three separate intelli-
gence reports from the State
Security Service, SSS, fore-
warning of imminent threats
to security in the state,” he
added.

Al-Mu’minaat holds

1-Mu’minaat, an
organisation of
Muslim women pro-

fessionals, will commence
the fifth edition of its annual
camping programme for
women and children at Gov-
ernment Science Secondary
School, Pyakasa, along air-
port road, Abuja today.In a
statement signed by the
scribe of the organisation,
Hajiya Fatima Juma’ah, Al-
Mu’minaat organises camp-
ing programmes purposely
to “engender the spiritual
upliftment, moral reforma-
tion, intellectual rectitude
and sound overall develop-

camping Programme _

 ByN{’ lmah Shehu

ment of women. Aecordmg
to her, a woman with these
qualities would be a guide
and a source of blessings
not only to her immediate
family but the society as a
whole.The camp with the
theme “Our nation: our
roles” would be declared
open tomorrow with Hajiya
Maryam Tahan, Director,
Nurul-Bayan Academy and
Hajiya Rabi Namtari, Direc-
tor, Great Heights Academy
as the chairperson and
mother of the day respec-
tively.




Daily Trust,

Boy beheaded at M

he beheaded corpse of

I a seven- year- old boy

was on Tuesday dis-

covered in a bush, behind

Ansar Plaza, near Berger

Quarry at Mpape, in the Fed-
eral Capital Territory.

Friday, April 10, 2009

News

email: citynews@dailytrust.com

| By Hamisu Kabir Matazu |

The dead boy’s father,
Malam Yusuf, said his son
Abdulrahaman got missing
on Saturday morning and his
corpse was discovered Tues-

day without a head.

“My wife told me that
Abdulrahman went out that
fateful Saturday morning
and could not be found after
numerous searches,” the fa-
ther lamented. '

Malam Yusufsaid he went
to the traditional ruler’s pal-
ace, the police station and
Maitama Hospital to search
for his son but could not find
him

“A man informed ustogo

NEWS ABOUT

YOUR
CAPITAL CITY

to the back of Ansar Plaza
and on reaching the place,
we discovered my boy’s
corpse cut into pieces and
put inside a plastic bucket
without head,” he disclosed.

The father said he imme-

A tanker that fell along Abuja-Lokoja road recently.

=

Pic: Abubakar Sadiq Isah.

Mother char

middle-aged mother,
Aisha Mohammed
d three others were

yesterday arraigned before
an Abuja magistrate court for
allegedly selling a baby.
Prosecutor Obed Amikor
told the court that on March
24,2009, an anonymous per-
son called the Utako police
‘B’ Division Headquarters,

Abuja, to inform them that"

the mother of a baby, Aisha
Mohammed conspired with
one Gambo Bello to sell her
child.

He said one Chinyere
Ndubuizi also aided in the il-
legal act by introducing the
mother to the person that
bought the child at N40, 000.

“During police investiga-
tion, the child was rescued by
the police, while the buyer of
the child, Iyabo Nnakwu ran
away,” the prosecutor added.

According to the prosecu-
tor, the offences committed by
the accused persons are con-
trary to Sections 79, 83 and
238 of the Penal Code Law.

When the charges were
read to the accused persons,
they all pleaded not guilty

By Husein Yahaya &
Ibraheem A. Fatai

and requested for bail.

Following the denial of the
charges by the accused per-
sons, the prosecutor asked
the court for a hearing date,
adding that he vehemently
opposed their bail on the
grounds that if granted bail
they could interfere with pros-
ecution as the police are still
trying to arrest the buyer of
the child.

Magistrate Binta
Mohammed ordered that the
accused persons be re-
manded in Suleja Prisons and
adjourned the case to May
14 for hearing.

Inanother court, a 24 -year-
old engineer, Uche Raymond
was on Tuesday arraigned for
allegedly abducting a 16-
year-old girl and keeping her
in his room without the con-
sent of her parents.

Prosecutor Jeremiah Elijah
informed the court that on
April 3, 2009, one Michael
Anih of Gosa village, Abuja,
came to Lugbe Police Station
and reported that the accused

abducted his 16-year-old
daughter, Blessing, and kept
her in his room without the
consent of her parents.

He said the offence com-
mitted by the accused is pun-
ishable under Ssection 327 of
the Penal Code Law.

When the charge was read
to the accused, he pleaded

ged for selling own child

not guilty, saying he did not
abduct the complainant’s
daughter or keep her in his
room.

Following the denial of the
charge, the prosecutor asked
the court for a hearing date
to enable the police prepare
its witness.

Magistrate  Oyeyipo

Ademuyiwa granted the ac-
cused bail in the sum of
N150,000 with a surety in like
sum that must reside within
the court’s jurisdiction as well
as swear to an affidavit to pro-
duce the accused in court on
the adjourned date.

The case was adjourned to
April 27 for hearing.

_0803-8927-513

pape€

diately reported what he saw
to the police and traditional
ruler of the place before his
son’s remains was conveyed
to the burial ground and bur-
ied.

Speaking on the incident,
Malam Umar Dada, secretary
to the district head of
Mpape, said this i; not the
first time that ritualists have
struck in the area.

He said there was a par-
ticular incident when a man
killed an almajiri boy and
went away with his head.

“The man was later ar-
rested by the divisional po-
lice officer of Maitama and
his case later transferred to
the Force Headquarters,
Abuja.

Another resident, Alhaji
Damboa narrated an incident
when the corpse of a middle-
aged labourer was found in-
side a ditch with his eyes re-
moved.

He said the corpse was
buried after a formal report
was lodged at the police sta-
tion.

Lawal Sarkin Daji, a resi-
dent also narrated the case
of a five-year-old girl that
was also found dead inside
a bush without her head.

“We went into the bush
to supervise a building in a
plot, when we saw something
in a sack, and on closer look
noticed a feet with sandal,”

‘he said.

He said when the sack was
opened the corpse of a girl
of about 5 years in uniform
was discovered close to a
giant tortoise that had been
slaughtered.

A police officer at Mpape
Pe” -; Station said a special
squad has been set up to
deal with issues relating to
ritual killings.

He said the problem is not
peculiar to Mpape as such
incidents have occurred at
the Stadium and other parts
of Abuja.

FCTA to prosecute armed robbe

he FCT Administra-
Ttion in conjunction

with the attorney-
general of the federation
would soon commence the
prosecution of armed rob-
bery suspects arrested in
the Federal Capital Territory
(FCT).

FCT Minister, Senator
Muhammad Adamu Aliero
made this disclosure on
Thursday while inspecting
arms and ammunition recov-
ered from armed robbery
suspects by Alhaji Ali
Kwara.

The minister said the FCT
Administration has had
useful discussions with the

] By Nasir Imam ]

attorney- general of the fed-
eration, where he has per-
mitted the FCT Administra-
tion to also handle their
prosecution in order to en-
sure speedy. deliverance of
Justice.

According to him, the
present crop of leadership
inthe FCT Administration is
working assiduously to
make Abuja unattractive for
armed robbers to operate.

The minister emphasised
that there may be the need
for additional manpower in
the Legal Services Secre-
tariat to enable them meet

up with the new challenges.

He advised criminals who
use the FCT as a base to re-
locate immediately before
the long arms of the law
catch up with them.

He said the FCT Adminis-
tration decided to appeal to
the attorney-general of the
federation to allow the FCT
Legal Services Secretariat to
come in and assist in the
prosecution process of rob-
bers in order to close-up on
their nefarious activities.

The minister thanked
Alhaji Ali Kwara for the self-
less service he has been ren-
dering to humanity; assur-
ing that the FCT Administra-

ry suspects

tion would continue to em-
ploy his services.

He commended the FCT
Police Command for the feat
so far achieved; noting that
since he took over the mantle
of leadership at the FCT,
Abuja has not witnessed
any violent crime and urged
them to keep it up.

Senator Aliero reiterated
that the FCT Administration
would not condone crime
and criminality in the FCT
and urged residents to re-
port any suspicious move-
ment or give useful informa-
tion to the police to ensure
that such crimes are nabbed
on the bud.
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- Family members injured in auto crash

ive family members, in-
Fcluding two children
were seriously injured
Tuesday morning in a motor
accident that occurred at
Yangoji village, along the
Abuja- Lokoja highway.
An eye witness said the
accident involved a Toyota
Corolla car with registration

| By Abubakar Sadiq Isah j

number AT 465 RSH and a
truck, whose driver escaped
immediately the incident,
occurred.

The witness said the
driver of the truck tried to
avoid a pot-hole while on
speed and lost control, forc-

ing the car to enter a ditch.

According to him, five
family members sustained
various degrees of injuries,
while the truck driver sped
off to avoid arrest.

Our reporter learnt that
officials of the Federal Road
Safety Commission (FRSC)
rushed to the scene and

Black marketers sell -
adulterated fuel at Nyanya

lack marketers at

Nyanya now sell

adulterated fuel in or-
der to make more gains.

Our reporter who went
round Nyanya yesterday
leamt that the practice becomes
frequent during fuel scarcity
periods.

At Phase 4 area in Nyanya,
two litres of fuel was bought
and when it was check, the
content appeared to be a mix-
ture of fuel and kerosene.

The same adulterated fuel
was also sold at Area C,
Nyanya and along the way that
leads to Gbagalape.

Ablack marketer, who sells
genuine fuel, said his col-
leagues have in the past put
pressure on him to adulterate
his product for him to make

By Abubakar Yakubu

money but he refused.

“I donotknow why they are
inahurry tomake money and I
would advise people to check
the oil and fuel they buy from
black marketers because they
are adulterated,” he disclosed.

City News leamt from a gen-
erator repairer that such fuel
can destroy the carburettor of
generators as well as cause
vehicles tojerk.

At the Nyanya Police Sta-
tion, a policeman said they are
just hearing the information as
nobody has complained about
the pmcﬁw.

“Any of the marketers
caught selling adulterated fuel

can be arrested,” the policeman

added.

Mevacuated the victims to
~Kwali General Hospital.
Similarly, three persons

dent that occurred at the
same scene, few hours after
the previous one.

An eye witness said the
incident occurred when a
Toyota Hiace bus that be-
longs to Osas Motors had a
tyre bust while on motion
with 15 passengers inside it.

“The driver lost control
and crashed into a ditch, in-
juring a man and two ladies,
who taken to the hospital by
FRSC officials,” he added.

The Kwali Unit Com-
mander of FRSC, Mr. Tukur
D. Sifawa, while confirming
the two separate accidents
blamed the drivers for dan-
gerously driving and over-
speeding.

He said one person was
also injured in another acci-

dent that in involved a mo- -

torcycle and a Toyota Hiace
bus along Kwali Market
junction.

The commander blamed

the accident on the bus
driver, whom he said over-
took wrongly and knocked
down the motorcycle rider.

He said 12 persons nar-
rowly escaped death yester-
day when a truck caught fire
at Kwaita village.

He said the truck with reg-
istration number XB 662
AKA and a Daf truck with
registration number XE 7,75
TRN loaded with cement had
a head -on collusion.

were injured in another acci-

yesterday.

A wornout Nigerian flag at Federal Secretariat, Abuja

Pics: Felix Onigbinde.

Minister of FCT, Senator Adamu Aliero (left) and UBA’s Deputy Managing Director (N orth, Faith Tuedor-Matthews,
during a UBA delegation’s visit to the minister on Monday.

i

NU/J lifts suspension on Abuja Council
members . Rescheduies delegates’ conference to May 15-17

he national body of
I the Nigeria Union of
Journalists (NUJ)
yesterday lifted the suspen-
sion placed on 10 members
of the NUJ Abuja Council.
Those whose suspen-
sions were lifted include
Timothy Elewere, Sunday
Ayami, Abdul Jelil Adebayo,
Iyobosa Uwugiaren,
Rasheed Abdulkarim,

FCT police solicits for community’s

FCT Police Commis-
sioner, Mr. John
Haruna, recently in-

formed Gwagwalada residents
to always give useful informa-
tion to the police in order to
rid their community of crimi-
nals.

Haruna stated this during
the launching of community
policing in Gwagwalada Area
Council.

According to him, the po-

support

} By Abubakar Sadiq Isah 1

lice alone can not fight crime
and other social vices in the
society with out the support
of residents of the communi-
ties.

The police boss solicited
for cooperation among tradi-
tional rulers, village/district
heads, religion leaders as well

as community leaders in tack-
ling crime in their various com-
munities.

In his address, Gwagwalada
Council Boss, Alhaji Zakari
Angulu Dobi, expressed his
happiness for the launching of
community policing in the area.

He said the council takes the
issue of security seriously,
adding that the issue of secu-
rity should not be left to the
police alone.

| ByAbubakar Yakubu |

Chucks Ehirim, Emma
Ogbeche, Chris Ogodo, Ben
Bright Mkpuma and Osisam
Ede.

In a letter signed by the
union’s National Secretary,
Shuaibu Usman Leman, the
10 suspended members
were informed that after a
careful consideration of
their petition, the national
body is convinced that their
suspension on November
29, 2008 was done out of
malice and not according to
the union’s constitution.

“We wish to apologise to
you all for this act of injus-
tice which we were misled
into endorsing and to inform
you that the purported sus-
pension by this letter was
null and void, ab initio,” the
national secretary stated.

In another-development,
the NUJ has rescheduled

the suspended national del-
egates’ conference of the
union for May 15-17, 2009
in Abuja.

The conference which
had earlier been convened
on March 28, 2009 was sus-
pended due to sharp dis-
agreements over the number
of delegates allocated to
each state.

The NUJ national body
stated that the decision to
hold the conference was
one of the resolutions
reached in Jos on April 8,
2009, after a meeting of the
36 state council chairmen
and secretaries of the union
with the national secretariat
of the union and the regis-
trar of trade unions.

“It was resolved that the
contentious 2009 delegates
list be withdrawn and be re-
placed with the list used in
2006 delegates’ conference
in Port Harcourt in order to

conduct the 2009 elections.

The NUJ national secre-
tary also disclosed that the
meeting removed Barrister
Iduma O. Iduma as chairman
of the credentials committee
and replaced him with one
of the committee members,
Alhaji Isa Suleiman, the
chairman of Bauchi State
Council.

“The meeting futher
passed a vote of confidence
on the national secretary of
the union and directed him
to liaise with the reconsti-
tuted credential committee
to raise money to ensure
that the rescheduled del-
egate conference in Abuja
is held without any
hitches,” the union stated.

The union also stated the _
list of all delegates to the
2009 delegate conference
will be published two weeks
before the date of the con-
ference.
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UNIVERSITY OF EAST LONDON

AND COVENTRY UNIVERSITY IN
CONJUCTION WITH LEGENDA
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE,
MALAYSIA.

Legenda College is one of the leading Universities of Leamning with
high-Technology facilities in Malaysia.

The officials of this University will be in Nigeria to conduct interviews
and process on the spot admissions for both qualified and interested
students for the April /May, 2009 intake. 5 :

Courses offered include:

Bsc.in- Computing &information Technology

- Mechanical Engineering,
- Software Engineering

- PowerEngineering

- Information Technology

- Computer Science

- Communication Engineering

- Business Information System

- Electrical/Electronic Engineering

- Civil Engineering
- Quantity Surveying
- Architecture
- Accounting/Finance
- Business & management
VENUES:
ABUJA - Rockview Hotel, Adetokunbo Ademola
Crescent, Wuse II,
Date —  Tuesday, 14" April, 2009.
Time - 9am-5pm
KADUNA - Hamdala Hotel, (Syndicate Room D)
26 Muhammed Buhari Way, Kaduna,
Date —  Thursday 16" April , 2009.
Time - 9am-5pm
KANO - Royal Tropicana Hotel, Niger Road, Kano
Date —  Friday, 17" April, 2009.
Time B 10am~5pm
LAGOS - BYFORESIGHT TUTORS
No.113 Allen Avenue, opposite Alade Market,
beside Tantalizers, Ikeja, Lagos.
Date ~  Monday, 20" April, 2009.
Time - 9am-S5pm.

For Further Details Contact:

FAB CONSULTING NIG.LTD

Abuja-(BY AAODADS TRAVEL AGENCY) QUEENFEM PLAZA,
Suite B119 Green wings, Opp. Mr. Biggs, Aminu, Kano Crescent, Wuse
I, Abuja.

Tel: 0806-332-5541, 0805-888-5742, 0806-971 -6658, 09-7802024.

E- mail-fabworldng@yahoo.com.

Website ~ www.fabconsultingng.com

PHARMACEUTICAL ngsrv OF NIGERIA

{FOUNDED
; Bodies
m;cm Professional - q‘)\'haﬁ(.{;m
Afvican Pharmoventionl Forum (APF)
o rmxmcn?m ;
. Q. Box 531, Mushin, Lagos, Nigryia.
&Ww%";ﬁ‘?"m

Email: bfo@psnigesia.ong, nsmém huapiwewproigerivorg

B8 SEN O POEN
WV FANDS

COMMUNIQUE OF THE 201st NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING OF THE

PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY OF NIGERIA (PSN}, HELD ON WEDNESDAY,
MARCH 25, 2009, AT ROYAL TROPICANA HOTEL, KANO, KANO STATE.

The meeting of the Nations! Council of the Prsrmaceutics Society of Nigeria (PSN) was held i Kano State, fram Tuesday
24 - Thursday 261h of March, 2000

Deans of Facuities of Pharmacy,
. D. Pharmaceuticsl Research and
{NIPRDj, Registrar, Pharmacists Coungl of Nigena (PUN}. Ag Director, Food and Dy, Federal Miratry of

President of ﬁmmmmiawmxigeﬁm Students (PANS), and selscted ogunion leaders in

m&mmmmmmmamm(m &ﬁmmmanunwdmmmymw
National issues and subsequently resolved as follows: !

WRONG APPOINTMENT OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF NAFDAC
The Nationasl Councll of PSN Mﬂmdemmﬂm@mmmmme
in

UNCONTROLLEDACCESS TO ORUG PRODUCTS INKIGERIA

.MLW&WW v the achiusias of chadatans 2odunadhorized narsans handfing medicines
scross he length and treath of the nation. s

mscncanedmwmemmmummwammmmmmmwmmm
memmmauunemmmmmnmmwmmmmwamMMam»
im«nmmmmimdmemlmq 5 ’

AWWW&smmwmmotm&mmmmm PCN and other appropriats
mgmmymmﬁnmmgmmmumafmmwm&mwmmmmmmm
authorzed places

POOR IMPLEMENTATION OF NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE SCHEME (NHIS)

Councit wmm:m&mwamwmmwm Scheme (NHIS) Standards Techmics!
mmwmmmmamwm subcommities which gave guidelines that
complgtely exchudad Wmmmmmmlmlmmmwm&mmmﬂm Centres,
the Dut Patients Departments (OPDs] of TeachingSpecialist Hospitals and Faderal Madicat Cantras,

C«M!mmmnﬂssMammwmm‘amwyhdmmmymwmwmd
Ph S8 5% ient platiorms o negate vakd Acts of Pariament that DISPENSING, SALES AND DISPLAY OF
Dﬁussmremum?mtﬁmm &l nights of Pharmacists in Nigeria virtues of salient peovisions of the
Nationai Drug Policy 2008, i .

wwmmWsmdmmmsmmmmmamwmsmdammkwmm
public ot the uwmdmeewmaarmmmmmmmmmmm
drugs are dispensed to the publlic atall times.

wmmmm«mwmmammcmmmmymmmmam
mmemdemmmmthet&malmm!nmmmﬂmmmm
needful.

TRAINING OF PHARMACISTS SUB-CADRE IN UNAPPROVED INSTITUTIONS

W!Mmmrmwwmmwmmmwmm g in Ph
Technology which ideaily is 8 pcsma:m Specialty in Phamaez‘mpﬁwmam iswm:iof the se;g‘(?} subjects
required jo qualify 8¢ & Phamacist, nok dicscied the Registrar of the Phemacists Council C 0 urgently
amuan%mmmmmwmsm«:mmmmrs)mm byzimedhe
mm«s.«mmmcmnmwsm;mmmmammmwwmwmm
Nigevia in a8 its sspects and ramifications.

wmmmmmmofmummmdamwammmuwmmmm
mwwmmmmmwmmamm-cmma Hlegally {without
W&mi’cn;. thamd%%mmmmnmmwdmw

deﬁa(PCN)mummm(ubMe}e,gA mamsmmmrmm.rmm
are available i afl States of the Federation. 7 :

Council advises thase seeiing to beosme Pharmacists 10 g0 throtgh anoemal process of sdmission and in ine with National
Universitios Commission (NUC}mquimmmmrdcgrmmams,

RECENT BOARD APPOINTMENT IN TERTIARY HEALTH INSTITUTIONS

lemmmmtopm Wo{m
Hosapitals and Fadersl Medicat Centres {F & in Nigeria. Counci in
mmimnmawmmmmmwg«mmmmwambﬁ%Smmmd
any credible heatthcare & ;

ceuticat

URGENT NEED TO RECONSTITUTE THE BOARD OF THE {PEN)COUNCH.

Councilis worriad over the detay in appoint acmmmmmummxowm Njand other Health
pmfc&mboar&snhmc&my Thfsdehyﬂgassmiedmwmmwn\eﬁm{gcd)m
mmmm«mmwmmmmmmusmam
Gaverment seeming inaction,

Councit unanimousty Wmmmamwwmmmmm,mumw
muwmmmmmmmmwmmmmm.

OUTBREAK OF EPIDEMICS

GLOBAL ECONOMIC MELTOOWN

mmmmmmwmmmmmmmm@mmm
memmwmmmmWMMmmmdmm
mwwm“mwmmmmmnamwmwm.

APPRECIATION

mmmwmynmmmmmamm,mmmwmmm
msmmmmweummwmmmmymwmwm«m sucoess of ife meeting.-

PHARM. GBENGA OLUBOWALE

PHARM. (mmmom AKHIMIEN, sran
SIDENT NATIONAL SECRETARY
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Easter: Ogbulafor feliiates with Christians

ational Chairman of
: the People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP),

“Ptince Vincent Ogbulafor,
has congratulated Christians
all over the world on thé cel-
ebration of Easter.

\ In an Easter message yes-
terday through his Special
Assistant on Media and
Public Affairs, Edmons

| ByMuideen Olaniyi e

Chijioke Adindu, Ogbulafor
said there was every reason
to celebrate the period.

He said the Christ’s death
and resurrection as symbo-
lised by the Easter period
was a constant reminder of
God’s love for humanity.

“The resurrection is the

clearest indication that we
serve a God over whom
something as great as death
has no power. More so,
Christ’s resurrection makes
our reconciliation to God
sure and complete,” he said.

Ogbulafor implored Chri-
stians all over the world to
imbibe the significant les-
sons of Easter.

While urging them to
strive to walk on the path of
righteousness and live a life
of service just as Christ did,
he reminded all Christian
not to relegate God to the |
background in their plans
actions and words.

Ogbulafor expressed
confidence that Nigeria
would overcome just as
Christ overcame death.

Political thugs w

ome residents of
S Gombe metropolis

yesterday expressed
concern over increased ac-
tivities of political thugs,
popularly known as
“Kalare™ in the state,

They called on security
agencies and the state gov-
ernor to take decisive mea-
sures to stem the tide of vio-
lence being carried out by
the thugs.

They wondered why, in
spite of the threat to lives
and property, adequate and
decisive measures were not
taken to checkmate the ac-
tivities of the thugs.

Aliyu Usman, a resident,
noted that in the last two
months, the thugs had inten-
sified their activities and
seemed to be getting away
with it.

“There have been many
incidents of Kalare attacks,
with the attendant casualties,
yet we are being told that the
authorities have been taking
measures to safeguard our
lives and property.

“Even if such measures
were being taken, they are not
strong enough. What the
people of Gombe want to see

B Rl R RS R Ee :
Former Senate President Ken Nnamani (ri
at the national dialogue on electoral refor

is practical results,” he said.

Another resident,
Mohammad Umar, lamented
that clashes between rival
groups of thugs often de-
generated to “free-for-all”,
with majority of the casual-
ties being innocent and law
abiding citizens.

“Often, the clashes are
between rival groups but in
the course of the conflict, the
collateral damage becomes a
collective responsibility,” he
observed.

He called on the state
governor, who is also the
Chief Security Officer to is-
sue specific instructions that
would bring to an end to the
barbaric acts of the thugs.

Hauwa Sambo, another
resident, said women and
children were also not
spared in the wave of the
violence. “Whenever there
is pandemonium and every-
body is running for cover,

women and children caught |
in the confusion are often ;
the most vulnerable of the |

victims,” she noted.
According to her, unlike

in the past when most of the

violence occur in the night,

nobody can predict the time | Ii

orry G

ght) and frmer Seake of the House of RerenaﬁvesAminu Bello Masari |
m in Abuja recently.

of its occurrence now.

Another resident, Mrs
Ngozi Eze, warned that mem-
bers of the public are being
pushed to the wall on the
matter and are fast running
out of patience.

“I foresee a situation
whereby there will be a com-
plete breakdown of peace
and order should the current
trend of violence continues
unabated. People are fast
losing confidence in the se-
curity authorities for not
stopping the activities of the
thugs. We are made to un-
derstand that some of the

ombe residents

1

\ the Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) if he decides to
NJ move there from ‘theAHNigerial?éap_l@ Party (ANPP),
- and aide fo Zamfara State Governor Mamuda Shinkafi, Alhaji
_ Ahmed Suleiman Leda, has said. Yarima is not welcome in
_PDP: he is not even ready now to Join the PDP. Nobody can

e etryine to | SAY Someone is not welcome in a political party, but I think
1hub§ (Ka.larg.s) aicHE Yarima is not ready to join PDP: we would not accept him
prove their worth for politi- P o e e -
i - e | ARYWay he is still in ANPP | eda said. Responding to an
cal patronage as 2011 draws G , .

e allegation recently by one of Y

closer,” she said. S . .

Contacted on the activi- |

Pix:FelixOnigbinde. 4

ma’s political associates
Lie state was between Yarima and
. Shinkafi, Leda said, “It is an unpar iamentary statement to
fies of the thgs, the Degaty say that. We are disappointed with such statement, that the

Gombe Command My sy | Polical probleninzamfais betveen Varma and Governy
Shinkat_ﬁ.” He added, “PDP is doing well .

Karma, said the police in the o
state were doing their best |
to checkmate the thugs. Ac-
cording to him, they have |
made series of arrests and |
charged culprits to court.

“After charging them to
court, the rest is left for the
judiciary to handle,” he
stressed. (NAN)
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The general public is hereby nonﬁed that the above named foundation has
applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission, Abuja for registration under
Part ‘C’ of the Companies and Allied Matters Act No. 1 of 1990.

, THE TRUSTEES ARE: ;
1. ZAKARIYA AKINOLA KEHINDE AKINPEJU Chairman

. 2.AISHA ADEBISI AKINPEJU Member
3. MARIAM ADEWUMI AKINPEJU Member
4. ZAHRAT ABIMBQLA AKINPEJU Member
5. RASHEED ADEWALE RAJ Member
6. ABDUL-FATTAH ADEBAYO HASAN Secretary

THE AIMS AND OBJECTIVES ARE:
a. To promote Islamic Values and ethics as laid down in the Qur’an and
Sunnat.
b. To propagate Islamic education among ail persons irrespective of gender,
faith, creed, colour or belief. ;
c. To undertake and engage in religious, charitable, educational and cultural
activities.
Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to the Registrar —
General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Maitama, Abqja within 28 days
from the date of this publication.
Signed:
Abdul-Fattah Adebayo Hasan
Solicitor
08033735540

TRUST CLASSIFIED

LOSS OF DOCUMENTS

This is to inform the general public of the loss of original
Offer of Terms of Grant/Conveyance of Approval in
respect of Plot No. 712B of about 1300sqm’ Ref. No.
MFCT/LA, new file No. KG12429, old file No. KG2922
dated 10/03/2003 located within Gaduwa District.
Bearing ABDULRAZAK SALIHU and belonging to
SEGUN OLUWATUYI. All efforts to trace the
documents proved abortive. If found, -contact the
nearest police station. AGIS & FCDA please note.

OSUH PROGRESSIVE UNION ABUJA/SULEJA

BRANCH

The general public is hereby notified that the above named Association
has applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission, Abuja for registration
under Part ‘C’ of the Companies and Allied Matters Act 1990,

THE TRUSTEES ARE:

L. MR. LONGINUS OBI

2 IFEANYICHUKWU ANTHONY EGWUASI, ESQ.

3 MR. CHIKA EWUZIE

4. MR. ANDREW E. ECHEFU

S MRS. EUCHARIA IWUANYANWU

THE AIMS AND OBJECTIVES ARE: :
A. To provide a level playing ground for the Meetings and
Socialization of OPU indigenes resident in Abuja/Suleja and its environs.
B. To protect the good name of OSUH Community here in Abuja/
Suleja and uphold her time honoured social and cultural values.

C. To promote enduring peaceful relationship amongst members

and mediate in their misunderstandings and disputes and other issues of
concern as may affect the progress of OPU.
Any objection to the registration of the above Association should be
addressed to the Registrar — General, Corporate Affairs Commission,
Maitama, Abuja within 28 days of this publication.
Signed: IFEANYI EGWUASI, ESQ
SOLICITOR
TEL: 08037198232

LOSS OF ORIGINAL TITLE DOCUMENT

The general public is hereby notified of loss of original
letter of Offer of Statutory Right of Occupancy of Plot
383 Asokoro, Cadastral Zone A04 with file number
£K 20082 belonging to PROFESSOR TUNDE
ADENIRAN. Atlt ¢fforts to recover the missing
documents proved abortive.

Please, if found return to the nearest policé station or
call 08035753699.

HESED RESOURCE CE
The general public is hereby notified that the above named organization has
applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC ) for registration under
Part “C” of the Companies and Allied Matters Act Cap 59, Laws of the
Federation of Nigeria, 1990.
THE TRUSTEES ARE:
1. Prof. Abraham Orkurga Malu
2. Mr. Teryila Anju
3. Pastor Cephas Tyotsugh Anju Tushima
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 7
1. To advocate and promote the interest of orphaned and vulnerable
children (OVC)
2. To empower widows who are less privileged to be self reliant,
3. To strategically work with younger generations in churches
with the view of inculcating a Christian world view and
preparing and positioning them as emerging leaders in their
high potential areas in order to bring about a wholesome
influence in their future vocations. '
Any objections to the registration should be forwarded to the Corporate
Affairs Commission, Maitama, Abuja , within 28 days of this publication.
Signed:
STEPHEN TERUNGWA AHILE ESQ
BEM ANGWE AND COMPANY
6 YAKUBU GOWOM WAY, JOS.
08058470814, 0709309125

LOSS OF DOCUMENT

The general public and the Ad-hoc Committee on the
Sales of Federal Government Houses in Abuja is hereby
notified of the loss of original receipts Nos. 06135 and
39235 dated 13/10/2005 and 24/12/05 respectively, in
respect of Plot 13, House No. 10, Patrick Lumumba Street,
Asokoro and Block 8, Flat A, Cairo Crescent, Wuse II,
Abuja. All efforts to trace the receipts failed, hence the
need for replacement by the relevant authority.

The general public is hereby notified of the loss of

Allocation Paper/Certificate of Occupancy/Letter
of Grant/Occupancy Permit, with file No. S0488
situate at Garki II, Abuja, FCT, belonging to
ABUBAKAR B. GWANDU. Issued by FCDA
Land Admin. Div. All efforts made to trace it
proved abortive.

FCDA Land Admin. Div and general public take
note

IMAGE BUILDING FORYOUTH DEVELOPMENT

INITIATIVE

The general public is hereby notified that the above named organization
has applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission for registration under
part “C’ of the Companies and Allied Matters Act 1990.
THE TRUSTEES ARE:
Fuanbial Nathaniel Nsen
Rev. Father Peter Maigari
Mr. Thomas Fuanbial
Mrs. Patricia Fuanbial
Dr. Francis Fuanbial
Mr. Macdonald Fuanbial
Dr. Daniel Freeman
Miss Nelly Fuanbial
Mr. Fredrick Shanglong
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
1. To promote youth development and empowerment through
positive attitude orientation and skill acquisition.

CRNALA LN

Z Promote human resources development among youth

3. HIV/AIDS awareness

4. Celebration of excellence

o Talent hunt in the area of music dance and drama among youths.

Any objections to the registration should be forwarded to the Corporate
Affairs Commission, Maitama, Abuja , within 28 days of this publication.
Signed:

Secretary

DOCUMENT

This © .0 inform the general public of the LOSS OF
CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY NON131 BCGAAREA
KONTAGORA BELONGING TO ALHAJI BUHARI
GOGO is reported missing all effort to trace it proved
abortive.

If find please report to the nearest police station or contact

ALHAJI UMARU BUHARI
08036443331

LOSS OF DOCUMENT

The general public is notified of the loss of Application
Form issued to MS ONIKAN ELIZABETH A. of Block
8, Flat 2, Benue Crescent, Area 1, FCT Abuja with file
No. 0D1430.

All efforts to trace the documents proved abortive.
If found, please return to the nearest police station.

AGIS and the general public take note please.

sEV HILLS FOUNDATION FOR WOMEN AND
YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
The general public is hereby notified that the named Organisation has applied

for registration under Part C of the Companies and Allied Matters Act 1990.
The t-ustees are:

5 Mr. Charles Chukwu —~Chairman
2 Mrs. Jimaimah Ogbu —Secretary
. Mrs. Geraldine Onyinye —Member
4 Mrs. Christiana Nonye Ilonwa ~Member
§; Mrs. Rose Dogara Silas Gyar ~Member
6. Mrs. Hauwa Mustapha ~Member
¥

1

he aims and objectives are:
i To promote the Socio-Economic lives of women and youths

ii. To promote the rights of youth

iii. Facilitate and strengthen the participation of women and youths
= in policy making process.

iv. To support effort in combating the HIV/AIDS scourge amongst

women. ¥

Any objection to this registration should be forwarded to the Registrar-
General Corporate Affairs Commission Abuja within 28 day of this
publication.
Signed,
ﬁarr Ndueme Chinyelu

CHANGE OF NAME

I, formerly known as MISS GRACE IFEOMA JIDEOFOR,
henceforth to be called MRS. NWANKWO GRACE IFEOMA.
Former documents remain valid. General public take note.

I, formerly known as MISS ANYANWU GLORIA
OGADINMA, now wish to be known and atdressed as MRS
GLORIA VITUS OSUJIL. All former documents remain valid.
Spring Bank Plc and general public take note.

I, formerly known and addressed as MISS SHILEOLA
ADEDIWURA OBISESAN, now wish to be known and
addressed as MRS SHILEOLA YEMI - IBIRONKE. All former
documents remain valid. Consolidated Media Associate Ltd and
general public take note.

Formerly MISS FRANCES CHINOYE OPARA, now wish to
be known and addressed as MRS FRANCES CHINOYE
WILLIAMS. Former documents remain valid. General public
take note.

I, formerly known as MISS FAWOLE OLUBUNMI

OLUBUNMI OYEWUMI. All former documents remain valid.
General public take note.

I, formerly known as MISS RACHAEL UDOO ANTHONY,
now wish to be known and addressed as MRS RACHAEL UDOO"
NYAGBA. All former documents remain valid. SUBEB Makurdi
and general public take note.

i formerly AKINWUMIJU OMOBOLANLE
OLUWATOSIN, now wish to be addressed as MRS ODUYOYE
OMOBOLANLE OLUWATOSIN. All former documents
remain valid. General public take note.

I, formerly known as G. OJO USMAN now wish to be called
ABUBAKAR MOHAMMED .All former documents remain
valid. General public should take note.

I, formerly OMOGO ISAIHMARY now wish to be called
OMOGO ISAIAH MARK in all my documents in S.B.R.S.
and ABU. Zaria. take note.

I, formerly known as OFIDO ANNASTHESIA NKECHI, now
wish to be known as EGBUEDIKE ANNASTHESIA NKECHI.
All former documents remain valid. General public to take note.

I, formerly known as ABAKA AHMED UMAR, now wish to be
known as ABAKA JA’AFAR UMAR. All former documents
remain valid. General public to take note.

I, formerly known as HANSA’U FADLUDEEN LADAN, now .
wish to be known as HANSA’U JA’AFAR FADLUDEEN. All
former documents remain valid. General public to note.

I, formerly known as STEPHEN ASUNDA, now wish to be
JOSHUA ANZA. All former documents remain valid. The
Nigeria Police and the general public take note.  °

I, formerly known as FADIMATU UMAR DIRAM, now wish to
be called as FADIMATU MOHAMMED HAMMAN. All former
documents remain valid. Continuing Education Dept, University
of Maiduguri and the general public to note.

I, formerly BOLA ADUNNI BALOGUN, now to be known as
SARATU BOLA ABDULQUADIR APAOKAGI. General
public take note. -

I, formerly called MISS TABITHA ANTHONY, now wish to be
known as MRS KANYIO TABITHA JOSEPH. All former
documents remain valid. General public take note.

I, formerly ADAMl} MOH’D ANHADEJA now wish to be
called KASIMU SALISU. All former documents remain valid.
General public take note.

I, formerly known as MISS CHRISTIANA CHINONYE
ONWUNALI now wish to be known as MRS CHRISTIANA
CHINONYE OLORUNNIMBE. All former documents remain
valid, general public should take note.

I, formerly HAUWA IBRAHIM KAITA now wish to be called
HAUWA IBRAHIM. All former documents remain valid, NYSC
and general public to note.

I, formerly LAWAL ABDU now wish to be YUSUF ABDU. All
former documents remain valid Malumfashi LGC and LGSC
Katsina to note.

I, formerly MISS JAMILA SHEHU SHIKA now wish to be
called and referred to as MRS JAMILA SHEHU SHIKA. All
former documents remain valid, A.B.U., N.Y.S.C. and general
public to take note.

I, formerly known as USMAN MUH’D of Funtua Katsina state
now wished to be called ADAMU ALIYU. All former documents
remain valid. Public take note.

LOSS OF DOCUMENT

This is to notify the general public that the original
Offer of Grant/Conveyance of Approval of Plot
No. 429 with Reg. No. MFCT/LA/MISC
18,988, Guzape District, belonging to M/S
ALLAH YA YARDA NIG LTD is missing. If
found, please contact the nearest police station
or call Mohammed Nda on this number —
07025052931.

OYEWUMI, now wish to be addressed as MISS OLUWAFEMI §




ISLAMIC DEVELOPMENT CENTRE,
YOLA

The general public is hereby notified that the above named
body has applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission for
registrationumnder part “ C “ of the companies and allied
matters Act 1990,
The Trustees are;
Alh. Umar Mohammed
Abdullahi Ibn. Hamman
Mal. Mohammed Danjuma
Mal. Salihu Buba Jimeta
Barr. Hashimu Sulaiman
Alms and Objectives;
To foster peace, progress and umty among Muslim Ummah.
2. To establish and dessiminate the teachings and practice of
Islam in the state and beyond.
@ 3. To render humanitarian services among the Ummah.
# Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to.the
f Registrar General, Corporate Affairs Commission wnthm 28

Chaiman
Secretary
Treasurer

Member
Member

The general public is hereby notified that the above named Association has
applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission, Abuja for registration under
Part ‘C’ of the Companies and Allied Matters Act 1990.
TRUSTEES
1. Pastor Peace Olusesan
2. Mrs. Mercy Peace Olusesan

. Pastor Phillips Kolawole

. Mrs. Labake Adeyinka M. Yembra

. Rev. Dr. Benson Beke Soriwei

. Pastor Busayo Oladele

. Bro. Johnson K. Oshodi
THE AIMS OF THE ORGANIZATION ARE:
i. To preach the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ to all mankind.
ii. To establish and run ministerial institutes and hold and organize public
meetings, crusade, outreaches, deliverances etc
iii. To embark upon community help projects and general
philanthropic activities.
Any objection to the registration of the above Association should be
addressed to the Registrar — General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Maitama,
Abujtwn.hm 28 days of this publication.

General Overseer
Assist General Overseer

Daily Trust, Friday, April 10, 2009 .

The General public,is |
applied to the cor atc
registration under U

< ’
THE TRUSTEES ARL:

OVERCOMERS FATTH CHRISTIAN MINISRY

the above named Ministry has
sy for a certificate of incorposation

smpanies and allied matters ACT Nol® of 1999 pan

1. Rev. Mike Moses Chairman
Pastor (Mrs) Aminchi M. Moses

Rev. Papa Petes Jalo

Member
Secrewssy
AIMS AND OBIECTIVES
Fo psopayare e 32 s Christ o the world.
Fo Organize. conferences, Seininars, evusades and other Gospet
outreaches.
To plant Churches sa that coverts can be taught the Holy
Scriptures and alsa pastored .
Any objection(s) to this registrution should be forwarded to the Registrar
Cieneral, Corporate Affairs Commission, Flot 5635, Ndola Square, Wuse

Zone 5. Abuja within 28 days of this publication.

5 # days of this publication. -
Signed
Barr. Bello Bakari
Selicitor

_PETERA. DAUDA Esq.

PETERA.DAUDA & Cco., SIGNED

Suites A 35/36 Shakir Plaza, e

Plot 1029 Michika Street, Area 11Garki, Abuja
08065938888

KARAYE AREA PEOPLE’S
ASSOCIATION

WAFF ROAD MOSQUE FORUM
ViRM. Forum Secretariat,

i Nulu Road, adjzcent Oanda filling station. LSarki Bus-Stop.
P M. B T840 Kaduna - Nigarla.

This is .0 reily the gareral public Dal Ms ahove menlionerd
Fornurn has applisd nlhs Guroorale Alfgirs Gomm ssion (G AL
{o-amendmienl of s Cowliluliar and change of Truslees under
-patC ofthe Compan 5 ahd Allisd Maters Aet” gac
NE’A‘ TRJSTEES:

Yuhamrned Sanilsah

Sur Yakubu

Usman abubsksr

Yurtala Alivu

Abubakar Sada

Yuharnmead Joji
An\' abjeclion?s) 16 thiz anmcndmen: and chargcs shauld bo
fom arded ta tae PRogistrar-Sencrel, Carporats Affairs
Camrrission Plat 563, Nerla Souars, WEa 2598 &, Ahuja zithie
2fi days n*thie pilificatan.

MACEDONIAN MISSIONS INTERNATION

The general public is hereby notified that the named organization has applied
for registration under Part C of the Companies and Allied Matters Act 1990
.The trustees are:

Dr. Victor O. Adara

Barr. Yohanna Ibrahim Loya
Barr. Peter A. Dauda

Mrs. Grace Amadi

Mr. Jesse Oluwole

Mrs. Esther Ibrahim Oladi
Mr. Henry Amadin

Barr. Debra O. Adara

Mr. Timothy Adedayo Adara LFN 2004.

10. Cmdr Jerry Olu Oshielu (rtd) TRUSTEE:

The aims and cobjectives are:

i. To pray and organize strategic prayer sessions for Nigeria and other African 1. Lawan Yahaya Karaye
and Asian countries for peace, harmony and development 2 Magaji Bello Karaye
ii. To provide techmque and machinery to discover and develop mlems and 3 Auwalu Adamu Karaye
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

skill acquisition in Nigeria, African and Asian Youths;
iii. To undertake, provide and arrange for vocational training, discipleship,

to encourage public enlightment on educational,
social and religious develOopment of our society

mentoring, poverty alleviation, economic empowerment and the general well 1
Any objection to this registration should be forwarded to

being of the communities of Nigeria, Africa and Asia
the Registrar-General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot

iv. To undertake spiritual mapping and prophetic mission action projects;
Any objection should be sent to the Registrar General Corporate Affairs

565, Ndola Square, Off Michael Opera Street, Wuse Zone 35,
Abuja within 28 days of this publication.

Commission Abuja within 28 day of this publication
Signed: R Sighe:

Peter A. Dauda Esq.
Ibrahim Lawan Karaye Evetiiive Secretary

President
Secretary General

The general public is hereby notified that the above named
foundation has applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission,
Abuja for registration under part “C” of the Companies and
Allied Matters Act, No. 1 of 1990 (As Amended), Cap C20

e = T el

Peter A. Dauda & Co.,
Suites A 35/36 Shakir Plaza
Plot 1029 Michika Street, Area 11 Garki, Abuja
08065938888

MEDIA TRUST LIMITED

DOMA LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCIL, B R Tic

NASARAWA STATE
INVITATION FOR TENDER

in line with the Federal Government Policy on DUE PROCESS for award/execution of projects/
supplies. Accordingly, Doma Local Government Council of Nasarawa State invites credible and
reputable companies/contractors to:

Register as coniractors/suppliers with Local Government Council

Prequalification tender for the following works:

DAILY &l‘R’U ST

i. Construction of 5.5km township roads/streets in Doma town. The roads/streets are:

a) Lafia road - Alwaza road bye pass

byAlwazaroad -~ Guest house

¢} Sule Academy through Local Government Guest House-Alwaza road

d) Hussaini ()gu - Cathotic Church through Alhaji Bala’s Deport-Tanimu Yahaya link
€) Andoma’s Palace through Dogo Avenue

Expansion and Reconstruction of Youth Centre, Doma
3 Construction of a Legisiative block at Doma
iv. Expansion/construction of Hall/Office, Isolation room and laboratory at Maternal and Child
Welfare Clinic Doma
v Construction of chariets at the Local Government Guest House, Doma

e REGISTRATION
All contractors/suppliers wishing to do business with the council should register in exther of the
toliowmg categories with a payment of non refundable fees in the same manner.
i For projects above N1,000,000.00 and not more than N3,000,000.00---10,000.00
i, For the projects above N5,000,000.00 and not more than 20,000,000.00 -30, 300.00
iii. For prajects above N20,000.000.00 and more — 50,000

PERSONAL DETAIL

QUALIFICATIONS FOR TENDERING/BIDDING Name of Subscriber:

interested companies/Contractors must meet the following conditions

i Must be a registered company with the Corporate Affairs Commission {CAC). Attach a copy
ii. Must be a registered company with Doma Local Government. Attach a copy

iii Submit a detailed company’s profile including personnel

iv. Evidence of tax clearance

V. Evidence of financial capability

vi. Evidence of equipment verifiable similar projects

Company Name:
.
Delivery Address (Not Box 0.):
Telephone (s);

Start Date:

Paper Subscribed for: St ETT] § Weekly Trust Sunday Trust

Please send form to any of the following Media Trust Limited Offices.
i KADUNA

METHOD OF APPLICATION

Interested contractors are to collect tender documents/forms at and return to the office of the Director
of Works, Doma Local Government Council, Nasarawa State in a SEALED envelope to be marked
“Tender™ to reach him not later than two weeks from the date of this pubinauun while registration of
contractors will end on 24* April, 2009.

Aminiya

IMPORTANT NOTICE
This advertisement should not be viewed as contract award or a commitiment on r!m part of the
B council to entitle any contractor to make any claim whatsoever from Doma Local Government Council
—" & by virtue of having responded to this advertisement.

§
i Abdufiah Ma¥'adua House

Plot 855, Off Solomon Lar xtite Workars House No. & Sullutawa Close
Way, (Behind Chida Hotel) | 19, Acree Rd.. Agidingbi, | Off Kaluru Road, i Murtaia Moh'd Way,
e = Utako District, Abuja i Ikeja, Lagos. { Unguwar Sarki GRA, Kaduna | Fagge D Kano
Signed H
ONAWO E. BAWALA PHE JOS

Former Batish/
American Building
Jos, Plateau State.

24, lkwerri Road,
Calvary House,
Miie 1, Deshu

ENQUIRIES

The Marketing Manager, 08038208374, 0805300114

Director of Works
For Executive Chairman,
Poma 1.GC

e
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Hotline:
08059100030 (Text Only)

akmut carpets
NFF, Amodu over
home-based Eagles

| ByDavid Ngobus™ <}

xecutive secretary of the
El;/lligeria premier league,
allam Alhassan Yak-
mut yesterday frowned at the
sudden readiness of Super Ea-
gles chief coach Amodu Shuai-
buto extend invitation to some
players in the domestic league
describing the move as action
prompted by public out cry over
the continuous exclusion of
some of the league’s best
players.

After Super Eagles 0-0 draw
with the Mambas of Mozambi-
que in the 2010 world cup qua-
lifiers, the coach of the team has
come under serious criti-cism in
the hands of Nigerians who feel
dissatisfied with his choice of
players.

Most soccer fans therefore
called for inclusion of some of
the players in the domestic
league in the senior national
team as it was the case in the
days of Dutchman Clemence
Westerholf.

It was in response to such
clarion calls that both the Nigeria
Football Federation and the
Eagles Coach took the decision
togivechancetosome ofthelocal
players to be part of the Super
Eagles who would prosecute the
remainingmatches.

As welcome as the decision
may appear to be, the scribe of
the Nigeria premier league felt
differently as he considered the
sudden interest in the home
based players as amove borne
out of compulsion.

Yakmut lamented that as
qualitative as players in the
domestic league are, they have
beenreduced tounder-23 players
even as it is obvious that

are eminently qualified to play
for the nation at the highest level.

His words, “It is unfortunate
that players in the league have
been reduced to good U-23

“materials. But we are beating our
chest to say that our players can
compete favourably with any
other player if glven a level
playing ground’

The league scribe expressed
disappointment that Nigerian
football authorities are now
thinking towards the domestic

= —players only because they

have been forced to do so due
to pubhc demand.

e Nnamdi Azikiwe Sta-

I dium, Enugu, is wearing

* new looks as refurbishment
work to put it in shape for the FIFA
U-17 World Cup has commenced.

Six stadiums across Nigeria are
expected to host the FIFA U-17
World Cup scheduled for October:

The News Agency of Nigeria
(NAN) correspondent who visi-
ted the stadium complex on Wed-
nesday observed increased tempo
of work.

The facility was a beehive of
activities as workers were seen
scrapping off the old paints in a
bid to repaint the complex.

The work on the dressing rooms
and installation of lockers had

INSIDE >

Nnamdl A11k1we Stadlmears new look

Stolen NFF money rises to $236,000

lot of questions were
asked and media men
affled as the Nigeria

Football Federation (NFF)
yesterday jerked up the

reached advanced stages.

Certain portion of the complex
was completely knocked down to
make way for the linking of the media
stand to the media workrooms in
line with FIFA recommendations.

Some of the toilets were also
being refitted, while tiles were
being laid in some marked portions.

About N36.5 million was
recently released by the Enugu
State Government for the general
improvement of the stadium.

The Federal Government also
released N250 million to each of
the nine states jostling to get the
nod to host some of the matches.

Of the nine stadiums, six would
be selected to host the matches.

I By Orkula Shaagee [

amount of money stolen from

“its safe to $236,000 from the

earlier announced $200,000.

Shmgo Katayama of Japan lnls hls tee shot on the 12th hole durmg ﬂrst round play at the 2009
Masters golf tournament at the Augusta National in Georgia, United States ...yesterday.

Delta sports associations dissolved

A member of the NFF
Executive Committee, Alhaji
Aminu Maigari told reporters

- inAbujathat contrary to earlier

reports that only $200,000 was

€ governing boards of all sports associations in Delta state were

dissolved yesterday in Asaba.

aju Pinnick, Chairman of the Delta State Sports Commission, who
announced the dissolution, said the tenures of the boards had expired.
Pinnick said that the boards, which were inaugurated in 2006, had
served for three years in line with laws setting them up.
He commended the outgoing chairmenand members fortheir ““invaluable

service to the state”.

Pinnick told the members that Delta recorded tremendous achievements

during their tenure.

ﬂxechamnandnectedﬂneomgomgoﬂiaa]stohandoveraﬂmcmms
and government property in their possession to their respective organising

secretaries within one week.

**We wish the outgoing board chairmen and members the very best in

their future endeavours,” he said.

Pinnick expressed the hope that they would be willing to serve again if

invited to do so.

He said the new boards to run the affairs of the association in the next
three years would be constituted soon.

- Clark sets early pace at Masters golf P-54

stolen from the Nigeria
Football Federation’s (NFF)
safe when burglars broke the
federation’s vault last month,
the actual amount stolen from
its safe was $236,000.

Disclosing this after the NFF

Executive Committee meeting
in Abuja, Maigari said the
$200,000 given to reporters y
its Chief Media Officer
Ademola Olajire was in error,
as the NFF even reported to
the police the loss 0f $236,000
from its safe.

Maigari, who read the
communiqué of the emergency
meeting, condemned the theft
and urged the police to
intensify efforts to unravel the
mystery, identify the culprits
and recover the money.

“The Executive Committee
condemned in its entirety the
theft of the sum of $236,000
from the NFF secretariat last
month, and commended the
police for the ongoing
investigation.

“Members however urged
more intensive efforts on the
part of the Nigeria Police to
quickly unravel the mystery,

identify trhe culprits and
recover the stolen money”,
Maigari stated.

He added that the “It is not
$200,000 that was taken from
the safe but $236,000 and that
was what the Nigeria Football
Federation reported to the
police”.

On the Super Eagles 2010
World Cup qualifying
campaign, Maigari said the
NFF secretariat has been urged
to work closely with the
technical crew and the |,
technical committee to ensure
the country’s total victory, in
the remaining five qualifying
matches.

“The committee praised the
ongoing preparation of the
National U-17 Team, Golden
Eaglets for the FIFA World
Cup finals that Nigeria will
host and defend later this year
and resolved that the
National U-20 Team, Flying
Eagles should be given
adequate attention and
preparation for the FIFA U-
20 World Cup finals in
Egypt”, the statement further
said.

Delta in contact with
FIFA on Warri stadium

elta Sports Commis-
D sionis inregular touch

with FIFA on progress
of work at the Warri Stadium in
preparation for the Under-17
World Cup, according to its
chairman, Amaju Pinnick.

Warri is one of the nine
Nigerian cities bidding to host
the FIFA cadet championship
inNovember.

Others are Lagos, Bauchi,
Calabar, Enugu, Kaduna, Kano,
Ijebu Ode and Abuja.

The world soccer governing
body, which is expected to
choose six from the nine centres,
will be back in the country next

* month for the final inspection.

Pinnick said in Oghara on
Wednesday that 90 per cent of
the job on'the Warri stadium had
been completed, adding that

- they were ready for the FIFA

mspectlon
“"We have been able tocome
out with somefhmg that is very

novel and I think we are on
course.

**We are in touch with FIFA
and I think that they are very
pleased with the progress of
work at the Warri stadium at the
moment," he said.

The Delta government, he
said, had five pitches for
training instead of the three
recommendedbyFIFA.

“Generally, if they said they
were to come today, we will say
that we are ready. The medical
facilities are 100 per cent ready,
accommodation is also 100 per
cent ready.

" All the dressing rooms are
ready. The cabling work of the
floodlight is on. The scoreboard
is ready t0o," added Pinnick.

He said Gov. Emmanuel
Uduaghan had set up a Local
Orgainising Committee-
comprising expetienced football -
technocrats with good track

.records.

Quote of the Day

‘ What I saw in the first half'is,

without doubt, the worst
football in Bayern’s history...
It’s a demonstration, almost -

a hum111at1on They gaveus a
~ lesson. ’ :

— Bayern Munich president, Franz Beckenbauer;, condemning
the first half performance against Barcelona in the Champions

League on Wednesday as the worst in the club s history.
NFF sets up c¢’ttee on Super Eagles P-56
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Clark sets early
pace at Masters golf

Clafk of SouthAfrica
I grabbed the early club-

house lead in the first
round of the Masters on Thurs-
day with Tiger Woods set to
open his assauit on the Grand
Slam of golf later in the after-
noon.

Clark, bidding to become the
first player to win both the par-
three contest and the main
event, went out in one-under
35, but three birdies on the back

- nine gave him the lead.

With perfect playing condi-
tions drawing much of the fire
out of Augusta National, Eng-
land's Ross Fisher was set to
join him at four-under until 2
bogey at the last meant he had
to settle fora 69.

Also at three-under for the
day were Kevin Sutherland of
the United States and leading
the Asian challenge was Pra-
yad Marksaeng of Thailand,
who regretted a triple-bogey six
at the fourth.

Clark, looking to make it two
in a row for South Aftica after
Trevor Immelman's triumph last
year, said he had drawn confi-
dence from his win in the fateful
par-three contest on Wednes-
day.

"We had receptive greens
and they certainly didn't play
the course at its full length."
the 33-year-old from Durban
said.

"It certainly set up well for
me but as the week goes on it
sets up harder for a guy who
hits like me."

Out on the course there were
encouraging starts also for
Greg Norman, playing at
Augusta for the first time in
seven years, and twice former
winner Bemhard Langer.

Both were one-under
through 11 holes.

Playing for the 52nd and last
time, 73-year-old Gary Player
went out in a remarkable one-
over 37, but a double-bogey
six at the 10th set him back.

World No.2 Phil Mickélson
bogeyed the opening hole but

the dropped shot back
atthe nexthole, while Ireland's
Padraig Harrington, shooting
for ahat-trick of major wins, was
one-under at the turn.

American legend Amold
Palmer setthe ball rolling for the
third straight year by smacking
aceremonial driveup the fairway
of'the par-four firstbefore retiring
to watch the action.

Tournament favourite
Woods came into Augusta hot
on the heels of his victory at
Bay Hill, his 66th career
tournament winon the US PGA
Tour and first since retuming
to action in late February
following eight months on the
sidelines to recover from major
surgery on his left knee.

The world No. 1 is seeking
his fifth Masters title, which
would be one short of the
Nicklaus record of six green
jackets, and his 15th major title,
three short of the all-time best
of 18, once again the property
of Nicklaus.

Greg Norman is challenging for the top spot as the action heats up at Augusta National.

Rookies, veterans lured by Augusta’s mystique

ugusta National Golf -~ was pretty special,” American and sound with the swirling  back is an even better feeling.” Three-times champion Gary

Aglub thespiritualhome  Kim, 23, told reporters in the ﬂne 38—ymr—old told breezes and heavily contoured British Open champion Player,whbmak&sareoodean

: f American golf, build-up to Thursday’s first Rams. greens providing the world’s Padraig Harrington vividly —andfinalappearance at Augusta
retains a very special aura for round. “Being the only major bestgolferswithastiffchallenge. remembers being intimidated this week, has enjoyed alifelong
U.S. Masters debutants and “P’m so excited and TV  championship that is played at With its unique traditions by Augusta National whenhe  love affair with the Masters.
veterans alike. doesn’tdoitjustice. It wasreally  the same venue, there’s that  ranging from caddiescladinall-  made hisdebut here in 2000. “It’s the best-run golf

First-timerAnthony Kimwas ~ special going through those  sense of nostalgia you get white boilersuits to Tuesday “It’s just the ambiance of it  tournamentin the world, without
blown away when he drove gates. My parents were in the  aroundhere withall ofitsgreat  night’s champions’ dinner for  and to be honest your first a question,” the 73-year-old
through the club gates earier car, and alsomy best friend”  history and the holes you get past winners; the tournament  year on the golf course is lost ~ SouthAfricansaid. “Andit’s like
this week and 2003 i Left-hander Weir, who usediosecingyearafieryear” holds a mystique for all the because of that,” the 37-year-  a magnet. It just draws drama
Mike Weir still felt nostalgic  becamethe firstCanadiantowin With its spectacular sefting  players. old Irishman said. every time, and that’s what has
about the venue while amajorwithhisplayoffvictory amid Georgian pines and “It is amazing over the years “It’s hard to get your head made this such a great
preparing for his 10th over American Len Mattiace, ing azaleas, the rolling that I’ve been here just the around everything and you do  tournament.
appearance in the year’s loves coming back to the par-72 layout at Augusta feelingsthatyougetwhenyou tend to be a little bit rushed, a “Iremember my firstdrive up
opening major. permanent home of the National is one of the most come,” four-timeswinner Tiger little bit overawed by it all. Magnolia Lane, it was so much

“T’ve waited a long time to  Masters. beautiful placesinthe world. ~ Woods said. “It’s just a great  Augusta is beautiful in its own  morethanIexpected. It'stheonly
getatee timehereand to finally “There is definitely a different During Masters week, the feelingtobeback, andtoknow  right in how it’s manicuredand  tournament where you start to
be able to walk on the grounds  and very special feel about courseisanexplosionofcolour that I'm going to be coming  how it’s setup.” choke as you drive in the gates.”

® o ages had begun.

Garcia would gladly trade label for green jacket “oxicoosie

ergioGarcia was suppo-
S sed fo have won a major
or two by now, if not
more. Instead, the only title
he’s got is that dreaded “best
player never to win one.”
And the way he was talking
Wednesday, the oh-fer streak
likely will continue this week
at the Masters.
. “It would be nice, but I'm
not apeutin,__ it this week,”
Garcia said on his way to the
Auf;ukm National clubhouse
afier finishing a practice round
with Greg Norman. “My
oesn’t feel great, and
y my htdd is not
| at the moment. But

you know, we’re trying to
figure it out and see what Ican
do.”

Asked what was wrong with
his psyche, the Spaniard said
he’s dealing with some personal
issues.

Garcia started the season
strong by winning the first
event on the European tour, the
HSBC Champions, and
following 1t with top-10 finishes
in Abu Dhabi and Qatar. He
also was 11th at the Dubai
Desert Classic.

Bu he hasn’t been the same
since getting knocked out of
the Accenture Maich Play
Championship in the first

round by a guy ranked 63rd in
the world. He tied for 31st at
Doral, and was 77th last week
at the Houston Open.

“I’'m struggling a little bit.
But you know, 'm working on
it,” said Garcia, who was on
the putting green before and
afier hisround, and took extra
putts on most of the nine
holes he played with Nomman,
Robert Allenby and Camilo
Villegas.

“Hopefuily, I can overcome
it

Garciawas just 16 whenhe
played his first major, the
British Open, and 17 when he
won his first professional

tugged his cap as if to say,

event. He turned pro at 19 in
1999, after recording the low
amateur round at the
Masters. He played eight
events his first season as a
pro, and had top-10 finishes
in four of them.

But it was at the PGA
Championship that year that
the player, then known as “El
Nino,” really took the world by
storm.

Trailing Tiger Woods by
five strokes at one point, his
birdie on the 13th hole got hum
within three. Afier making his
putt, he turned around, looked
back at Woods on the tee and

“Your tumn.” His tee shot on
the 16th hole sailed wide right
and landed behind an oak tree,
settling behind a knot of roots.
The green was hidden and
the pin 189 yards away, and
most players would have been
content to simply chip out. Not
Garcia. He grabbed a 6-iron,
closed his eyes and swung. He
sprinted out to the fairway and
jumped like a hurdler at the top
of a hill so he could watch as
the ball landed on the green.
Woods ended up winning
the Wanamaker Trophy for his
second major title, with Garcia
a stroke behind. But it looked
as if golf’s next rivalry for the

majors. But he’s had nine top-
five finishes and could have
shed that awful label at either
the 2007 British Open or last
year’s PGA Championship. He
had the lead in the final round
at both, only to wind up second
to Padraig Harrington each
time.

Garciais an excellent Ryder
Cup player, a big part of the
reason Europe had won three
straight before last year’s
American win at Valhaila. He
won last year’s Players
Championship, his biggest
victory yet, and went to Doral
this year with a chance to be
No. 1 in ‘the world—

mqmemamaliv at ]ucf




nyone who says they
sawall four Cham-
pions League quarter-

final first legs panning out as
wthey did is a liar.

®Anyone who denies the past
two ¢2ys have been a celebra-
tion and resurrection of adven-
turous, entertaining and excep-
tional football is insane.

But then that's the thing:
there are so few bitter Bayern,
Liverpool or Man United fans.
They may rue the inevitable
and indisputable mistakes
made by-their clubs, but there
have been far less excuses and

Liverpool’s Fernando Torr

complaining than usual,
because the football really did
do all the talking.

Who said football needs
controversy to be exciting?
_ In two breathtaking nights,
four captivating games have
been played out between eight
fearless and talented teams. The
atypically tentative and unins-
ired round of 16 is history.
Inter and Real Madrid are two
lubs inparticular that, whether
they admit it or not, now believe
themselves to be cursed in
feurope. And it shows. These

es, left, and Steven Gerrard,
Liverpool, England on Wednesday.

Y
Sulmaan Ahmad, Goa/.%

teams went through from the
second round to serve up the
best games in the quarter-finals,
We perhaps didn't know it then,
but we know it now.

Who is honestly wishing that
Roma, Inter, Juventus or Real
Madrid were here, otherthan fans
of those clubs or countries? No
one. The competition has prog-
ressed perfectly without them.

Villarreal out-passing Arsenal
withtheir trickery and technique
was truly captivating and both
the game's goals were out of this

world.

Porto's young guns tearing
through the reigning cham-
pions stunned the masses and
will have put all of Europe's elite
on alert ahead of the summer
transfer window.

The return of Drogba and
Essien, as well as the delayed
emergence of Ivanovic and
undisputed arrival of Hiddink
was almost dumbfounding.

Guardiola calls

What makes this competition 5o

Liverpool rarely look so helpless.
Barcelona kept alive their
magic, blitzing a Bayern side
that were just starting to be
taken seriously.
= Two weeks ago, this entire
. showpiece had been written offasa
dirge-aPremier L eagueprocession
andwhoknows, maybethatswhat
itneededtobesparked backinto life.
The rest of Europe (barring
Barcelona) had been counted out
of contention, just as England
(barringMan United) always had
been in years gone by.
The mass media has
perpetuated the belief that the

'big four' will dominate for years
to come off the back of a couple
of years in which they have
been the dominant presence in
the quarters and semis.

When the Italians and Spa-
nish enjoyed this success, there
was never such widespread
prophecy of a decade-long
dynasty or anything of the sort
being on the horizon for them,
sowhy for England? Maybe the

- belief that the Premier League
has relative recession immunity
is what makes this era so much
more scrutinised than others
from years gone by.

Several figureheads from
around Europe have at times
expressed a sense of power-
lessness with regards to stop-
ping the Premier League domi-
nance. That pathetic, defeatist
attitude thankfully wasn't adop-
ted by the likes of Porto and
Villarreal and will hopefully serve
asanexampletooneand all, next
season and beyond.

The same four English teams'

right, react after their 3-1 defeat by Chelsea in the UEFA Champions League quarter-

repeated qualification for the
competition has enabled them to
practice to the point of perfection

and the energetic, pressing game

ofthe English game has provided
aculture shock of sorts to several
European heavyweights, but it is
merely amatter of time until they
acclimatise to the wind of change
sweeping over UEFA's show-
piece event.

What captured the imagina-

tion of many fans was the
defiance of the underdogs:
Porto, Villarreal and even Chel-
sea. None were expected to win,
but all not only got somewhat
surprising results, but outpla-
yed their opponents.

The favourites were favouri-
tes no more - and that's what
makes Barcelona such a genuine
threat: they were the only big
gunswholived up to their billing,

Three Premier League teams
could yet go through; Bayern
could yet even beat Barcelona.
A few of us remember Barca
throwing away their Copa del

————

Rey semi-final against Getafe
despite a monumental first leg
lead; most of us remember what
"Deportivo did to Milan a few
years ago and absolutely every-
body remembers what Liverpool
managed - again against Milan -
in Istanbul four years ago.
Anything can happen, but
it probably won't. This wasn't
defying the odds just for de-
fiance's sake. This was the

final first leg match at the Anfield Stadium in

oreat again?

beautiful game blossoming in
its evolution,

Barcelona still drop the odd
lead, but Pep Guardiola is not
Frank Rijkaard.

Liverpool are still the architects

oftheimpossible, but Hiddinknever 7.

loses by three goals - at least not ¥
againstteams onasimilar skill level
- and especially when knowing
exactly whats required from the
gameinorder towin the tie.
Meanwhile, Porto have never
lost to English opposition at the
Dragao and already showed
they can subdye all kinds of
firepower at home, but United

rarely disappoint when all is to
play for, while Villarreal remain
the most likely candidates for .
heroic failure, just as they did
when the draw was made.

All roads leading to Rome
sure has come in handy, as we
now find ourselves taking a
couple of spectacular detours
along the way, knowing and
hoping this tournament reaches
the destination it deserves.

for calm after Barca crush Bayern

he great clubs that ultimatcly ep Guardiola may have everything right. Bayern have  the ground. * . .. quality, a good coach and the of. quality and we need to score
siled to live up to their billing, been-banished to the . great players so it is difficult to "The way we will do that is right attitude. in Munich to relax a bit."

Add to this Juventus and stands but he could not  beat them. The talent made the tofocus onrthe nextthreepoints - "Our will to win and Guardiola was ordered to |
Stletico Madrid sides still not  hide his delight after his Barca dlﬁ‘amoetomght. it Vinthelmgmax_]d intaini mm'talityarebaiﬂmg\yiﬂlany watchﬂlegameinﬁle-stands
Bitably rehabilitated to trade  Side have ‘crushed Bayern "(Jurgen) Klinsmann is right - oursix point gap at the summit " fatigue that may be seiting in  after furiously protesting a' -
bows with the best of the best MmﬁchwatpampNoptoall to say that 4-0 is a great result . "The confidence we haveat - - at this stage of the season. - - -yellow card handed out to

dRoma, asidelikeLyon,now but book their place in the but Bayernare a greatteamso  the moment is a real bonus," "However, thetieisnotover Messi in the 17th minute for -
h the way down after having Clmnpxms[mgwsem:—ﬁnals. we have to keep our feet on  said Marquez. "We have the  asBayern are ateam with a lot diving. =

their peak, and if's not hard to Abmeﬁ@nhadMasia@ : - . ' .
oy ey ended o irbersristonsmciies - [)efiant Benitez defends zonal marking system
RISSCS i r3 :

And to finish offthe comple- daydmmgisedBayunina_ﬁrst iverpool manager Rafael  Ivanovic headers from comer effectively out of the competi- mistakes and paid for them.

nt of those eliminated, there  half goal blitz to put Barca in a Benitez has defended kicks, are now in complete  tion after the disastrous result. “No [wearenoteffectively out

Panathinaikos and Sporting commanding position for the is zonal marking sys-  control of their Champions “1 say again that when you are ofthe competition]. It will be very
whose only knockout po- retum leginMunichonApril 14.  tem after the Reds wentdown Leaguetie ahead of next week’s markingman-fo-manyouseealot  difficult, but that is football and
fal was the physical and "Obviously4-Ointhe firstleg  to a 3-1 defeat to Chelsea at second leg at Stamford Bridge.  of goals conceded every week,”  in football anything can happen
processofbeingknocked ~ ofaChampions League quarter-  Anfield on Wednesday night. But a defiant Benitez insists hesaidoSky Sportsafierthematch. ~ so we have to do well, try to
the first place. final matchiis incredible," said The Blues, who scored two the zonal system is not to blame “In this case, they are very score three goals and have a very
oW clear that the right Guardiola. "We did almost oftheirgoals through Branislav ~ and that his side are not strong in the air, we made very good game.”
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i NFE.sets up c’ttee on Super Eagles |

| igeria Football Federation (NFF) has set up a Mobilisation
Committee for the Super Eagles’ three home matches in the

| 2010 World Cup qualifiers. Alhaji Aminu Maigari, NFF :

| executive committee member, announced at the end of an emergency |
i meeting yesterday in Abuja, that the step was to guarantee that I
Nigeria picked up a World Cup ticket.
The committee is made up of Dr Shehu Adamu, NFF executive | government to be in the public interest while the private sector is
committee member, Chairman; and Idris Adama, of the NFF | mostly engaged in the provision of goods and services that are

: secretariat, Secretary.

Others on the committee are: Patrick Ekong, Vice-Chairman; Tar |
I Ukoh, Ademola Olajire, Tunde Aderibigbe, Victor Osunsanmi, ACP l
I Olufemi Haruna, Christian Emeruwa, Callistus Ebare and a ;

representative of Afribank.

: According to Maigari, the main thrust of £
the committee’s job is to enlighten and /&
educate the people when the Eagles play

I at home.

He said that the committee was also_
to mobilise fans during the final round$&3
qualifiers, which began on March 29 >

| when the Super Eagles played a goalless Jis
| draw with Mozambique in Maputo.
: “When we (Nigeria) play at home,
we (fans) don’t cheer them. The
committee’s job is essentially to get
people into the stadium,” he said.
Maigari said that the committee, :
i which would work on ah ad hoc basis, could be enlarged.

Friday, April 10,2009 |

Developing the North’s private sector

By Salisu Suleiman l

e economy of every country is broadly categorized into
the public and private sectors. The public sector is usually
engaged in the provision of services that are determined by

largely determined by market forces.

Northem Nigeria is replete with examples of people who became
wealthy from their engagement in business and from other areas
of human enterprise. But the names of these people fade almost
as soon as they die. Apart from a few obvious ones, it would be
very difficult to an average Nigerian to remember the names of

| five wealthy people from the North in the last 50 to 100 years. This

is because the nature and structure of their businesses make it
virtually impossible for these enterprises to survive their founders.
Thus, the death of any business man means that the jobs and
livelihoods of his employees are jeopardized. That is the curse of
the informal sector.

And this has been a major challenge to the development and
growth of the private sector in the North. It is widely accepted
that the private sector is needed and better suited for sustaining
economic growth. Experience shows that growth is the most
powerful weapon in the fight against poverty because it creates

jobs that use labour, the main asset of the poor. As growth

proceeds, private sector employment becomes the major source

|  “The committee will not turn into another technical committee | ofeconomic support for the majority of workers and their families.
| take over the team from its handlers. The NFF can assure Nigerians ;

on that,” he said.

i

Parasoccer coaches eye Cowbell trophy

| ach Adam Mohammed  confidence that the team would |
of New African Shrine lift the trophy on Monday.

| (NAS) Warriors and his The daughter of the Late |

Leads Utd counterpart, AfrobeatKing, Fela Anikulapo- I

Olajuwon Agidi, have vowed to
| lift the trophy for the Cowbell
| Easter Parasoccer tournament.
I Mohammed said yesterday

in Lagos that the team started

i preparation for the competition

| two months ago.

i “We (NAS) are prepared for
this championship. We are
ready to surprise every other

I team. By God’s grace, we will
qualify for the final and carry

l the cup,” Mohammed said.

| Yeni Anikulapo-Kuti, NAS

Kuti, said the players were well
motivated to win the trophy.

“I am satisfied with their
response to training. They are i
dedicated. We commenced
training since February and they I
have been working very hard. |

“A package awaits them ifthey |
win the trophy,” she said, though
she did not disclose what the I
package was. I

Agidi, coach of the Lead Utd.,
runners-up in the first edition of |
the championship, was also |

| Warriors proprietress, expressed

confident of winning this edition. I

I Lagos boosts track and field with Grand Prix |

i k and field in Nigeria will not be the same again as the |
! - Lagos Government has decided to give it a boost, with the
sponsorship of an international Grand Prix. The Grand Prix

I will attract the world’s top athletes to the country. Former Atheletic '

|v Federation of Nigeria (AFN) President, Oriyomi Adeyemi-Wilson, |
said in Lagos yesterday that the May 5 meeting in Abuja would

| feature 100 metres, 200 metres, 400 metres and 110 metres hurdles. |

Others are the 400 metres hurdles, long jump and friple jump. |
He said the International Associations of Athletics Federations

| (TAAF) would put Nigeria on the world athletic map as well as |

| promote the development of the sport in the country.

I He said the meet would showcase international athletes from various i
parts of the world and enhance the worldwide appeal for Nigeria in athletics.
| Adeyemi-Wilson, who-is the chairman of the Commiittee set up

I by:the Lages government to develop track and field in the state, said
Gov. Babatunde Fashola mandated him to raise the money for the

| Grand Prix from the private sector. : :

He said he hoped to raise about N100 million through the: Sydn:
Asiodu Athletic Foundatiion, adding that he was already
_ holding consultations with the private sector. |
¢ The technical committee has among others, Yusuf
Ali, Henry Amike, Falilat Ogunkoya-Omotayo,
Gabriel Okon, Mary Onyeali-Omagbemi, Sunday |
?a?ha» e handling the invitation of the athletes | role as an engine of growth. Experience has shown that, when
S to the meet.

Among those who had so far been confirmed :
: to be at the Abuja meet are former 100 metres |
world record holder, Asafa Powell, Tyson Gay,

- Olusoji Fasuba. [
Negotiations were still being held with Darvis |

- Patton, Walter Dix, Xavier Carter, March Burns,
Francoise Mbango Etone, Veronica Campbell, |
Aleen Bailey, Doucoure Ladji and Liu Xiang.
| 3 World 100 metres record holder Usain Bolt is
also expected in the country, but would not race.
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| and investment; -

Itis because the North has failed to develop its private sector that
poverty and unemployment in the region remain higher than the
national average. '

Contrary to the views held by many that the North is poor
because we too lazy, the truth is that the region’s poverty is not
from laziness but because it has been doing things wrongly. One
can hardly accuse a 60 year old man who pushes a catt laden with
fresh fruits all over a big town as being lazy. Nor can a manual

| labourer or farmer who works in the baking sun all day be termed

as lazy. In the same manner, the entrepreneur hustling to establish
and sustain a business cannot be assumed to be lazy. But because
all these efforts are often misdirected, or fundamental facts
overlooked, poverty in the region persists.

The question is — why is the private sector in the North so
underdeveloped? A fundamental explanation is the fact that a
majority of businesses in the region are informal. The informal
economy forms a large part of the economies of many developing
countries like Nigeria. It comprises 42% of value added in Africa,
41% in Latin America and 35% in the transition economies of
Europe and the former Soviet Union. The informal economy
provides employment and income for many who lose or cannot
find work in the formal economy, and it includes a disproportionate
number of women, young people and others from disadvantaged
groups. It is estimated that informal employment accounts for
84% of women’s employment in sub-Saharan Africa.

While the informal economy has helped to engage many people
in one form economic activity or the other, its prevalence has also
limited the growth of the formal private sector. Consequently,
developing countries like Nigeria have a strong interest in fostering
a policy and institutional environment that enables the private
sector to flourish and act as an effective driver of pro-poor growth.
This requires addressing the needs and recognizing and maximizing
the contribution of the many informal enterprises, family-run farms

and self-employed people, as well as those of formal and large
|

businesses. Therefore, for the private sector tq deliver pro-poor
growth, five interlinked and mutually complimentary factors need
to be put in place. These are: i . : e
1. Providing incentives for entrepreneurship and investment;
2. Increasing productivity through competition and innovation;
3. Hamessing international economic linkages through trade
4. Improving market access and functioning; and
5.Reducing risk and vulnerability.
In the wake of the current global economic crisis, there has
been renewed appreciation of the private sector’s development

properly regulated and operating under competitive market
conditions, the private sector can generally use resources more
efficiently than the public sector. Private sector entities can deliver
goods and services to meet growing demands and create job
opportunities in the process. For the North of Nigeria, already
economically backward and faced with a population explosion,
this is the time to seize the opportunity and develop a vibrant

| private sector.

The advantages to be gained from such a development are
many. Private sector growth also increases the tax base that enables
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government, acting on good govemance principles, to finance
labor market programs and provide basic social services. Health
and education services, in particular, give the poor a better chance
to increase their productivity and earning capacity S

The private sector can also alleviate poverty in other yvays.
For example, private investment in infrastructure projects#hat are
properly regulated can relieve pressure on public budgets and
thus enable governments to redirect more resources to social
spending. Private sector participation in infrastructuré can also
improve the delivery efficiency of essential services and extend
these to the poor. Also, involvement of private-sector companies
leverages additional capital for development financing.

To develop the North’s private sector, anumber of issues ought
to be addressed. Apart from the political will on the part of states
and local government areas, we also need to change mindsets.
We must recognize that there is no obligation on government to
provide every one of us with jobs. Rather, people must getup and
develop themselves. After that, we may seek the help of
government by way of providing an atmosphere conducive to
the growth of our businesses through relevant regulation.

Some of the major issues that ought to be addressed include
the need to reduce barriers to formalization. Poverty alleviation
strategies must make it easier for businesses to migrate from the
informal to the formal sector. Thus, the mai kosai at the corner, the
mai rake by the road side, the mai shayi under the tree; local
authorities should help them formalize their businesses. This
would make it easier to keep records, facilitate access to credits
from micro finance banks, among other advantages. Who knows,
they may even begin to pay taxes to government. ‘

Itis also important to facilitate competition between and among
the businesses being formalized. We must realize that competition -
is central to innovation. The business that offers the better service
is likely to attract more customers, and if better managed as well,
generate more profits. Again, this has to do with the authorities
remaining neutral while business men and women must strive for
creativity and innovation in their businesses. | ,

Technical and financial assistance from all tiers of government,
but particularty from community based poverty alleviation agenciess
is crucial if the North is to develop a productive and sustainabl
private sector. The norm has been to procure and distribute
motorcyclestomultitudes of youth in the name of poverty alleviation,
The only people whose poverty is being eradicated are the Chines
producers and suppliers of those motorcycles. For any line
business proposed by a beneficiary, professional busines
development strategists must provide technical and financial -
assistance to ensure the success of such businesses.

It seems that most poverty alleviation or business development
programs are aimed primarily at men. However, women have &
vital role to play if the North’s private sector is to be proper!:
developed. Market access for women must therefore be protecte:
As it were, the finances of a significant number of families are:
already being run by the womenfolk. There are some businesse,
that can be better operated and managed by women, and policieS‘!
and projects. of government aimed at poverty alleviation must -
recognize and build around this fact. -
Public private partnerships must also be developed between
local government areas and emerging businesses. There are certair
areas where neither has a comparative advantage, but a form ;
partnership between the local authorities and emerging privar -
concerns must be considered. That way, the costs of projects
services are shared, often better managed and capable of growzs
to a sustainable private sector driven business. “ In this regar
community based approaches should be fashioned out.

The private sectorin-the region can also be developed by, -~ |
formation of business partnerships. Instead of granting loan: ‘
individuals, a group of like minded individuals with similar inte:
can be provided with loans and grants and encouraged to rurz: .
business as a partnership. Registration of companies by gre
working together discourages one-man business that collaps
soon as the owner dies or is unable to manage the bus:.
competently. Thus a group of itinerant barbers of manicur
instead of roaming the streets in search of customers can act:_
open a shop, where customers go and obtain needed servi-

To succeed in today’s highly competitive world, the N
needs to modernize skills and production processes ofits arti,
and products, respectively. If we want to produce and pac! -
‘daddawa’ for instance, the production process must be
more hygienic otherwise it would not pass NAFDAC tests,
talk of food standards tests that would qualify food prod;
the niche US and European markets.

Suleiman is a doctoral student of Public Administre
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria. ssuleiman(@gmai
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