, [Pent Housn '
Phal T5IA, Harber! Mataulay Wap
Comtent Business

Haji

Bunm!wcmﬂn

Diwtriat,

m___ 13 Umnar Gusan,
Cmmm(w
in

| the nel\lnd of money
| pald for this yoar's hajj to the
over five hundred pilgrims

|in muir non-airlift to Saudi
| Arabia.
This was disclosed by the

]m'l Ameerul hajj and the

| overnor  Bukola

Sarakl of Kwara

Stute tias called on
| Muslims to rededicate them-
selved to Islamibe injunctions,
| which peeach love, selfloss-
neas, patience and other vir-
MI

| students raze

ICrmies

I risis crupted at the

\yesterdiy following the
denth of a student leader, Mr.

delu to Dibal, the
State CGovernor, Senator Ali
Modu Sheriff, personally
handed over cash refunds to
some pilgrims from Gwor lo-
area of Borno
State, while arrangements
have been concluded 1o re-
fund all the disappointed pil-

He said that the state

. EID-EL-KABIR
- Muslims advised to embrace
Islamic injunctions

of the state to exhibit these
virtues to susiain the exist-
Ing peavefiil co-oxintence in
the state and for further de-
el ; ’
He also asked Musiims o
be steadfust in thelr prayen
for those In mlllnﬂly il

tharked the people

| o,
Sarnki reassured them of
hils determination to provide
miore fuellities snd 10 revamp
fhe weonoiny, adding thal he
it opitistio that the varl
OUS ECONOMIiE eMpowermEn!
schemes would usher in an
om of prospenity in the state.
the ound
o the annual saerifice by
Muslims, he reminded par-
ents of the importance of obe-
dience.to Allah’s injunctions
and advised children to obey
their
In his message, the Presi-
dent of the Senate, Chief
| Adolphus Wabara, prayed
that the teachings of Prophet
Muhammed (PBUH) and the

Jed blessings of the holy season

will continue to gulde and
jguard N

“The Senate president re-

Cantd on g J

i

bacle from sitting.

Wikl Lus

C We wish our
numerous readers

aa b LA v e

Ivitrua

=t.com

DHUL HAJJ 10.

and advertisers happy
sallah celebrations

Borno refunds dis

government intervened in the
m'imd rather than leaving it
1o the state's pilgrims welfare
board with a view to
up the refunds o the disap-
pilgrima.
Dibal added that the state
government has also pro-
vided an option to the
Ing pilgrims who wish to de-
fer their money in anticipa-
tion of next year's haff, say-
ing that so many lessons
have been learnt and “next
year"s haij would by Allah's

mmmm

the Governor Olagunsoye
Oyinlola-led Peoples Demo-
corstic Party (PDP), panel on
Anambra sagn, despite a
court injunetion.

APGA said the develop:
‘mentahowa that ihe“PDP has
m l‘pﬂ:hhlhl rule of law,

1o compl,

WW P‘ﬂ)' r
ately ll:‘ll ltu no hidden

h:lu:i:b Ishag Bello of the
Abuja court on Monday
mmiiaud the FBI:'md the
panel set y party’s
national m:l:,umtww
o probe the Anambra de-

grace be & total success.”
The Ameerl hajj identi-
fied wenther changes as o
natural problem associated
with the hajj exercise, saying

-“ﬁﬁ

At the heart of the matter,
he said, was the problem off
airline operators, describing
the sltstion as “full of issues
to be addressed.”

appomted pllgnms

Sheriff for coming to the aid |

of Bomo pilgrims saying that |
*“it was incredible that we got |
five aircrafts that airlified |
about I!o&pilpim within |

that the jom was not an- The Ameerul haj| deo-

tic an it contributed to  scribed the non availability of

the hitches of the 2005 hajj aircraft landing sids as key yjon

aperations. factors that Dibal o |
Adsmu Shattima Dibal in periods of poor weather  irlift of the govemor along |

nowd that there were also cnmiiltnnl |1m; wilh Inte  with the Amuﬂuu toam, |

Iated with 8 rhall  ax due 1o leadar-
visa llocatiaiis on the part erations. ship role,” m.u... the
of the Saudi suthorities. He thanked Oovernor Cantd, on Py 3

M&IMW

But the Oyinloln commit-
tee was at the PDP national
secrotarint on ruudny.
where It took evidence from

pllgrims b h
af the most sacred duties of the Mustim fuith, wcwmnrmnbmum who can afford it,

Anambra crisis: APGA protests PDP's viglation of court order

he All Progressive |
Grand  Alllance
(APGA), has protes-

ted the continued sitting of |

Vim:ml ngbuinl‘nt

Reports sald the panel
went ahead with its delibera-
tions allegedly because it did
not receive the court order.

But in a statement in
Abujn yesterday by its na-
tional chlirmlll' Chekwas

How NigeriaSat | mifigated tsunami

he Minister of Sclence
lnd 'hnhnulol;.
Professor Tumer T,
Isoun, yesterday waid

Nigerin8at-1 satellite han
made contribu-

tions in the mitigation of the
tsunami disaster through the
provislon of stellite Images
of the affected

~@ Dentirtoff i ingonesia s 101

.wmma
| EIKanah Chawal, Reporter
i __ (Farelgn Affairy %

[ briefing organised
Inlw mindstry in Abuja on the
extent of involvement in the

Inoun made this known at

“Ho waid NigorieSunl,

e

mm wak muwm

“We are not surprised
that the PDP will deliberately
flout & high mﬂ order re-

Contd, an Py 2

unl deggir . e

toring Cul!lllllhn (DMC) |
[mmedintely to the |

Asian disaster by |
watellite es of the af-
footed |

Isoun said the DMC has
been wo sets of
data dally o

Ei
lec :'&l:’:‘ (E: MI:
on Pyl

i R R R



f f i
a state of em ey in
mm'mﬂ
He contended that the
PDP “was duly served the
court summons and Hon. Jus-
tice Bello's ruling. The count

democracy,

In a two-page stalement
signed by its seeretary gen-
erul, Chief John Kolawole, the
congress advised the foderal
government to exerciie re-
struint wnd stop meddiing (n
the affairs of the shate.

The text of the TUC mate-

et aggoni to bring to hook,
the ‘enemics ol progress in

Beliv's ijunction fol-
Jowed & suit by APGA chal:
longing the competence of
the PDP 10 investigate the
cumduct uf the Anumben gov-
ernonhip polls following
dlalms by Chris Uba that he

the election in favour

Chiris Ngige.

In his ruling, the judge
gave a perpetual injunciion
restruining the Oyinlola com-
mittee from

by
' eithor thamselves or through

" Miedia reports yesior-
Say quated an unnamed
Chyinbols com-
mitee .I:u::whm;-;:
e rece

mmuﬁ’-mm

.

g g

blood,
and destruction of publie |

State by g
ing hem s nobady can be |
aboye the law.”

Acoording 1o the TUC |
nenibe, the ugly Anambra |
State wgn which has already |
caused the natlonal chalrman
of the Peoples Democratic |
Purty (FDPF), his joh due 1o
prewaiire over his stance, may
hkw:hmnmmim
major actons are not immedi '

e o B0 the muusic,
‘pongicss el

that there is nothing fuch:
the govemaor
Olagunsoye Oyinlola-led
commitiee an the Anambra

Stle erisis could do when the
eviderice and identities of the
perpetratons of the drstardly
oets on the Siie are pot hid-
den.

Coimracks Kolawele called
on ihe lnspecior-Generl of
Pollee o esmmbserice full weale
Inventigitions into  the
Anatiihea State crbals and al-

LLT

* Missan car.
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Dugg_rgcess certified N290bn capital votes - Ezekwesili

Su the president and
uuornummw-

lon, which represents 80
percent of the fotal N349
billion capitl votes for last
year.

The head of BMPIL
stated this apparently
against the backdrop of al-

Ahmed | Shekarau,
mmm

mented recent comments
by some elder statesmen on
the activities of her

_her agency,
~ urgued that eriticisms of the

Due Process are mostly
based on misinformation,
mis fons and mis-

tween October and 317 De- value for money, she
claimed s derived per N1

of the ‘Due Process’ re-
gime and scaled up thelr  chairman of the Arewa Con-
compliance both in speed  wultative Forum (ACF),
and in documentation”, add-  Chief Sunday Awonfyi and
iumuunmum renown

chief,

She also announced
plans to convert the BMPIL
lo # feders! Bureau of Pub-

lie Procurement under the
Nwml Council on Public
which will

legations that the Due Pro-
cess Is cumbersome and
alows down the execution
of most government
projects while delivering a
specch at a media dinner
held at Rock View, hulel,

Abuja.
Dr. Hmekwesili who la-

Eid-el-Kabir com
Sfrom Py I
nation.

| ChiefWabar said Nigerin |
conld be u betler nlace (i |

cltiesns could fmhibe the
wirtues of trust in Allah, love

theend vor Aluko, had at the 2%

tal votes for access until Mf'-m hm
Marchd |, this year. cattuption and stughates the

Lartienting public criti-  country’s development pro-
nmarmmnh dos. |

prise of nine
1o be headed by the presi-
dent. She said these ostab-
lishments would come inlo
being afler the passage of
the Public Procurement Bill
currenily before the Na-
tiangl Assembly,

Speaking spocifically on

T the diie procoss certification

Inst. year, she blamed dilays
in cloarance of governmetit
prajedts on-most govern-
monl estahlishments’

The bead of due process
sabil, however, that “bo-

RIS
Mubumimed.

and sharing with the needy
I by Prophet

Ity of p | dotiver-
Ing mm of the lwlu« lu wid

The Senato p

urged Muslims w devote |

quaility time 10 pray for un-
hindered peace und

prosper |
AL S the country, Chief
Wlhlra alwo urged prayers |
for the nations demoerati= |

cally ehoetd fenders.

Chielf Wabam said the
sk o making (e nation the
beaubing light fn Afvica i@ col-
bewtive ael mad taes g

Igerians y in
this senson about ways o
cntritnite 1 the growih of
lln mlntm

HT

Ullllllg Cont from P T

along side with his Mercedes
e car, Peugeot 505 and

They alsa *enll. ta the
house of the Deon of Student

Affair and wet the officlal

rosidence nblaze. Also bumnt
mhll&tﬂwdnbmm
with number 1))
GOBMANI“'"

He subls “the DM also
supplied images from it ar-
| chives sliowing tho reglon

befisee the diguster

Sam Aluko and Awoniyl who was per:|
Wﬂwmm manent secrotary in the Fed- |

of whom shee said she takes  eral Civil Service in the|

19705, said in » remark o
the dialogue that fhere

serioudly, Dr. Ezekwesili
noted that “the Civil Service
(of the past) may be con-
sidernbly different from the i during their ime'with- |
Civil Servive of joday”, add- ot the present type of *Due |
fig thit nobody can com-  Process”, while Aliko who |
e & sifudtion where Ni- - was chairman of the Na-

gerians derive 45 kobo viomal Economic Intelli-:
value for money ratio for  gence Committee (NEIC), |
every NI spent that was the  during the Abacha era, alko |
cuse pre- Due Process ar-  faulied the process, suying |
rangement with the current it causes undue delay sn|
estimate of §0-85 kobo project implementation. |

TSunami con srom py 1 |

some specific progrma, carth slation in Ahgl

He cited Darfur region as Megiwhite, Tndonesia’ 5|
one of the nres in Altica which  licalth ministry has mised the |
have boen covered regularly  figure for the number of |
by NigeriaSat-1 based onthe  people killed by the Asian
roquest made by the United  punnei disaster bo more thi |
Nation and the Sudan gov-  si,000, J

elping wo i the ex-
terit of damage cniisod by the
disaster.

i

ingularly beg over
Wity Imngu uun\m %

2=
wiens which it downloaded 1o

the muul wrohives of the
DM for anwand iransmis-
slon."

“The DMC would con-
taue 1o “fhearen for
saveral

A0 ardet o
benld up a good ddata
the wituation in the
#one,” the minister sald,
Other

Comparut Mim of the pew tally oh
h\n (NNPG): diewlhs came Trom (he

:'“' imaﬁd et ifh x In¢ds af Acch and North |
of Nigeria's firestry e Jupd  Sumatie, which were direetly |
Iy s taiarnaini's path when Il

feaorves.
“In - onder 1o I'Il'Il]' bk,
ictualion the

ceiving data MﬂuDMC
-m‘hmm

Genevay MapActi
OXFAM, UK, sm‘rr
Fm.l(q-mw
oniunhlin

thia lnnded

Al about 11:00

1 about on
muw..ufm
received o phone call from
Professor

fled the school.

Deputy Reglstrar of the uiri-
mmqmsm:.-

g African
uffected by the

lsoun said there are no spe-
cific requests from those
for such duta.

* claims, He
sald it was impossible for
someone 10 die as a result of

He alvo denied that the
VC had fled the schoal "but
s In a safer environment.”

Meanwhile, motile police-
mon have been drafied to |
maintain security and peace.

Most students have since

| any agensy of

Ilidd.'\nmmm

National Re-
mnd Dav

elopment
Professor

Acvording
+ wre subject o

prodence fn fiscal manage-"

o s, e ttal s

| A, B

Y TN P
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 Reps ¢’ttee recommend
phasing-out of Black Maria

he House of
Represcntatives sub-
committee on

Prisons, has recommended
the phasing out of Black-
| maria vehicles from all
| prison services in the country
to be replaced with other
mare human frendly ones,
The committee made the
| recommendation following
its recent nationwide tour of’
all prisons in the country
during which it said it
witnessed deplorable
| conditions which required
| urgent atiention.
i The prisons  sub-
commitice chairman, Hon.

Jumoke Okoya-Thomas, told-

L newsmen in Abuja that the
k maria has proved to be
suitable for conveying
detainees from one location
o another because so many
have suffocated while others
died in the process.

She disclosed that the
project will gulp about N
million and if approved,
would take off with the
implementation of the 2005

| By Hammeed M. Belbo, Senate
Politival Reporter

budget.

The contract for the
replacement of the black
marias with more friendly
“Green Marias,” a8 it is
fondly called has been
characterised

alleged that the prisons sub-
committee is favourably
disposed 10 importation of
the so called Green Marins,”
rather than relying on the
Nigerian-based automobile
intdustry, the Anambm Motor
Company (ANAMCO) for
the supply of the vehicles.

Fhis was perceived in
Some quanens as smacking of
some  alleged corrupt
intentions and as promoting
capital flight. but Hon
Okoya-Thomas said it was
not the business of the
commiftee to interfere with
procurement processes, but
that its work was to make
recommendations which it
did

Tafa Balgun worst
pOllCC boss — CNPP

¢ Conference of
Nugerlan Political
Partics (CNPP), has

By Usbeeb 1. Pindigs, Mofisical |
Reporter (Sengte)

He added thai: “we
ded that at all times,

describod former |
General of Police, Mr. Tafa
Balogun, s the worst police
| boss the nation ever had.
| In a letter to the acting
| 1G. Mr. Sunday Ehindero,
dated January 19, made
available to Daily Trust in
Abuja yesterday, the group

urged the new police

your loyalty and respect for
the government of the day
must never be in doubt.

In addition to this, your
ultimate responsibility is 10
the people and strict
compliance with  the
constitution of the Federal
Republic  of Nigeria.
Governments come and go

helmsman 10 make a i :
. but Nigeria and its people
I depfﬂﬂnrg b;mn,‘ o his slm]l Bnl live any one
| o ey > iy 10N Of regime.
| Nu_;_‘::'m :u'l:li_puh-‘““ How  vyou navigate |
e Jetter, Hted:  ghrough these concepts and
| “patriotic advice," signed by o0 oy up on the

| CNPP's. secretary general,
| Maxi Okwu, said “we state
| elearly here that in our view,
Alhaji Tafa Balogun will go
down in history as the worst
Inspector General of Police, |

breaking the record of|

of Ilinluy is your historic |

lln Plateau police
comwand has

paraded a blind man

infamy of Chief Sunday | and son of a prominent man
Adewusi of klll-md-;o | and nine others for armed

| fame.”

Balogun served his |
| paraded before journalists by
| the state commissioner of

notice of retirement with
effect from March 6, in
circumstances that are still
| curous,
Ehindero on Tuesday
| mnk over as acting police
| boss.

Okwu said the letter ro
Ehindero  was  “not
congratulatory letter, mhu

i is a genuine and patriotic

exhortation  that  you
discharge your oncrous
responsibilitics with
responsibility judge your
Viour of duty always in view,”

‘I'I\eu;pennwhumm

police, Mr. Joseph Apapa
yesterday confessed 1o the
offences,

The police commissioner
while bricfing newsmen the
suspects who are of different
armed robbery gangs, said
various items were recovered
from them.

According 1o Mr. Apapa,
the .blind man, one
Christopher Livingstone, was
arrested when he went 1o
survey the house of one of
their victims for members of

LRt B R T TG T R

by |
controversics it has been |

Fram left are. the education minisier, Prof. Fablan Ovji, the gpo, sy
during a press bricfing an the sutcome of Federal Evecutive
hitj... pesirribay.

warks, Sewator

mimivier-of
Council (FEC) meeting heid g the crate Howse, A

il M

- Joe Orye

Over 40 persons burnt to
death in Lagos accident

ragedy struck
yesterday in Lagos at
Muryland of the stale
when over 40 persons were
bumt o death in a multiple
accident which several others
wounded which ocourred
early in the morming,
The accident was said to
have occurred at about 8:30
am. invalving five different

From Olumide Bajulabye, Lagos
Correspomdent
believed to be heading 1o
lorin, a Danfo bus with
Lagos yellow colour, a
coaster bus and a tanker borry.

Daily Trust gathered that
the Bedtord caught fire while
on motion and sympathiscrs
in a bid to rescue it from

have sparked off the fire
which  burnt all  the
passengers in the 15, and 10
other occupants of the Mn

“support on

Nigeria
seeks UK

debt relief

pparently cashing in
!« on the advantage ol
Winited Kingdom's

(UK) strategic position as
current chair of the European
Union (ELT) as well as the G, !
the federal government is |
secking assistance for debi |
relief from its creditors,

The acting  director
general  of the Debt
Management Office (DMO),

| Dr. Abraham Nwankwo,

| disclosed this in a “'ml s
| presentation
| “challenges, Achievements

on  the|
And Plans of the DMO," at a
forum with executives of the
Abuja chapter of the Finance
Correspondents Association
of Nigeria (FICAN),

This bid for debt I
cancellation by the Nigerian |
governmenlt is coming at a |
time when a pon|

|

When our ¢ P
visited the scene of the

were seen
while efforts were being
made to evacuate them.
Meanwhile, bodies of
those that sustained various
degrees of bums have been
taken to the Lagos State
I, while

B B
the Economic Growth and
Development Centre
(EGDC), is agitating for out-
right debt cancellation for the

Nigeria's total external
debit currently stands at about |
S\" billion (N4.88 trillion),

id ubout S48 billion

go‘r’wrnl h
tes of dead ones were

vehicles under the Maryland  completely being burning
fly over in Onighogho local  down

government arca of Lagos VYehicles — with — fire
Stae. extinguisher.

Eyewitness accounts _|““"F"f'~‘:3} the Danfo
inform Daidy Trust thai the ~driver with the
sccident was as o result of @ Bedford, the J5 that was
head on collision of four of bt'";ui it :lw hit the Damfo,
the vehicle with lready While the coaster that
burning Bedford {mobile) followed the JS hit the JS and
which caught fire suddenly,  the tanker driver also

The vehicles involved followed suit behind the
one 911 Bedford, Peugeot 15 COMsICT.
with registration number The impact of the

Kwara XA 565 WSN

mnlllplc collision was said 1o

P d ar’ the state
mortuary.

As at the time of filing
this report efforts were still
being mude 10 evacuate other
dead bodies, as a combined
effort by the police, FRSC
and LASTMA/LASAM
fought desperately to save
others,

Security breach: Prosecution gets Jan
31 date over Al-Mustapha s prayers

federal high court

sitting in Lagos and
resided nn: by

| Justice Daniel Abutu, has
mad Jannry 31 -ad

for certain

| lw-ftqw

February 3, this year for the
continuation of prosecution s
leymmemwlnfﬂlm

the case came and

| Fr- .| reported
7 u-; dentified Akilu Hussein as
1||s BANE. " the man who came to his
Among  the armed houu- Wl_lll a revolver pistol
robbery suspects was one asking him to surrender the |
money in the house.

Akilu Hussien, son of a
prominent man in the state,

Akilu Hussien who is also
a stafl of the Platean State
Judiciary and a 300 Jevel law
student of the university of
Jos, was caught after a foiled
operation in which he was
over powered by his victim
and he went to the police to
report that he was the one that
was attacked by armed
robbers.

The police commissioner
explained that the man at the
counter suspected him and he
was subsequently detained

Meanwhile,
wictim whe had earlier

the real

% T T TR TR TR L 1

Also, one Victor Udenja
and Henry Udoh were
arrested with a locally made
pistol, two live ammunitions
and a knife. According 1o Mr.
Apapa, they are suspected 1o
be part of the group
terrorising the area,

Amaong items recovered
from the suspects are one
Toyota Corolla car with
registration number AX 228
JIN, a revolver pistol with
three rounds of

|
E

duc;mn to expedite his
defense at the on-going
ity breach trial,

The former Chief Secu-

| adding

' being made in

| present administration’s

%o far, . while debts owed local
contractors stands at N1.3
wrillion. This debt stock is
undoubtedly one of the
highest in the world today,
According to. Dr.|
Nwankwo, the Nigerian
governmeng is also courting
the support of friendly

| countries “to champion our |

case al the Paris Club,”
that Nigeria's
opllmlsm on debt reliel and

debt cancellation stems from
its commitment to prompt |
debt servicing, progress
the
implementation of the

g" OMM(CSO), ':-"‘: :e:onom'r: reform

October 21 last year, ama- | among others.

igned alongside Lt. Col. Reacting to a media
ohammed Adeka and one mﬂnm&: Nhill

e iR s T i

charge of ireason and cons- ldul'lubliwmlnmnf

piracy agninst the federal
L

Last Thursday, prosec-

L its Par Bond holders, the

acting DMO DG, who is also
the director, Portfolio

ution counsel, Lateef Fagb- f

emi (SAN), bad deseribed | Mansgement,  in__ the
Al-Mustapha's request for " oy
siatements of all the accuscd | TPOrtas “absolutcly untruc”.
persons arrested and detained Dr. Nwankwo stated that

with him as nebulous and
unethical that the former
Chief Security Officer had
adequate  mat-erials 1o
guarantee his trial.
Continuing his reply at

while it is true that Nigeria
entered into an agreement
with holders of its Par Bonds
that if oil prices rise above a
given level, holders of such
bonds would be paid certain

and two empty shells,
Other suspecis

operate, from Bauchi and

Kano werg also nabbed

the weekend, the prosec- & 2
ution’s counsel reminded the t:mpe:?nm‘“':“:d:d el
usull Ih:l it is not their | ™Y i skt m"|
pinion he totally ; with them and we
dtmni IJn accused person didn treceive any ':“"‘Pl""'“"
who | the requ from them or their
it can ¢ represénfatives thar Nigeria
rial Stage hod delmulted”,
AT SN T, ST SR s W e wlaatal S



| he National Unity
Forum (NUF), has
| decried the alleged

invasion of Gombe villages
by Uidawas.
In u statement made

Ieify Troese

b d thist the encimies off

ilable 10

chairman, Malam Inuwa
Abubaks  reacting to
Tuesday's edition of the
Dhaily Trust, January 18,2008
that e Abdullahi Mafkano
Batai raised alanm over the
invasian of the statc by
Ul cantle searers

According to Abdullahi
the Udawas normally wreak
huvie wherever they visit

His words: “probably by
now they (Udawsy) may be
in Billin, Kaltungo Shon and
Balanga arcus of the state”™

Malam Inowa remarked
that people should not rsh
1o the press with unfounded
claims just 1o satisfy their
political God-{athers who are
hell beni 1o discredit Goje's
government,

The forum chairman

Pectomit the ceremony
at the Christ Sebool, Ado:

eputy Speaker of the

House of

Representatives, Sir
Aubtin Okparn has advised
Nigerians to suppon the
Fedemml government in its plin
10 organise o mational confih,

Gov Saraki
puts civil
servants on

their toes
| From Abdulrazak Adebayo,
mmmnm-:

f overnor  Hukola
1t Saraki of Kwara
state appears (o be

putting top civil servanis on

their toes with another

| surprise visit to the state

. | waiter corporation, llorin, less

S than 24 hours to eid el-Kabir
elebration.

He directed the general
[ manager of the corporation,
- Engincer Kamila Malik 1o
ure that water supply
“reached all the 90 locations
in the Horin metropoist.
Govemor Saraki further
direcied that the waler
supply services must be

e Wi

progress in the state are
never appreciative of all the
goodjobs Govemor Coje has

over National Confab

~ From Zaluab Alimi,

Polivkeal Reporter (Reps)
noting that the outemne of
the  conference  will
strengihen the nation's
constitutional development.

Hon. Okpar who is alse
the Vice Chaipman of the
National sembly
constitution review panel,
opined that the documents o
be produced by the
amendments s such that
anly the National Assembly
and state legilators have the
constitutional powers to
review and e .

“Nigerians should give the

planned national conference |

n chances since the outcome
may require constitutional
amendments, which
according to section % of the
1999 constitution, will require
the endorsement of the
mational assembly and site
assemblies,” pleaded

He' also called on all
Nigerians,  especially
Muslims, 1o use the
oceasion of the Eid el-Kabir

10 pursue moral rectitude, |

peace and harmony in the
country, in & goodwill
message contained in a press
release signed by his special
ussistant, media relations,

N EWS
Gombe: NUF decries false al

of Udawa invasion

| Jos, the clergymen to appear
for the

From | Ilqlulkonbl.
Stringer {Abgfar)
mﬁxnwd in the state,

Fharsday,

Inuwa then advised the
good people of the state 1o
ulways channel their
grievances through the

From left are Dr. Eddy Irah the Director General of the FRON, former senate president i
the secand republic Dr. Joseph Wayas and the FCT minister Mallam Nad'r.“m el

Ianuary 20,

normal route and
governor will fisten w
complaints miher than
10 the press

it at thel

Rufal during the diner

3 6d for mestle "

Rochview Hotel Abujo... Tuesday

Adamawa crisis: police invites

five clergymen

he tension that has
pervaded Hachumn
lansed in Adamenwa state

almost seven months after

From Rakiye A, Mltﬂ-ﬂllll.,
Luwre Jpo'!u'ml fuleis)

J’Mh n-mr glthcll:d thlt
i g their

the dep of Freddy
Bongo as the paramount
ruler may have led to the
invitation by the
commissioner of police,
Adamawa state, My, Hafiz
Ringim, to five elergymen in
the stale 1o appear belore
m on Thursday, January
' 2008,

A letter invitation for the
interview dated January 10th
2005, addiessed to the
Bishop LCCN cathedra,|
Numan and signed by an
assistant commissioner of

nol o retu;msr Zudok,
when the latter went to the
church for o sunday service,
This offering of NSO, 000 was
retumed to him, even as the

LG election tribunals:
principal witness
macheted to death

bak local government
of Akwa Ibnm st

police, Godwin Okercke,
gave the names of the
clergymen.

According o the letter, o
copy of which was made
available to Daily Trust in

imterview inchude the
Bishop, Cathedral of Numan,
Rt Rev. Dr. Damu
Waonosikouw, Rev, Jediel
Kainde, General Secretary,
General Church Chaplain of
the LCON und Rev. Nelson

level of preparation by the
corporation o maks waler
available during the sallab
celebration, saying all the
eight pumps and the ten
waler tankers were currently
functioning to ensure a hitch
free supply of water in the
stale capiial

He sard anaverage of N7m
wits renlised monthly while
N1Om was realiged as
intermally generated reventic
in Docember last year.

season b5 o period of stock-
tuking.

He' therefore charged
public office holders 10 re-
examing themselves during
the scanon and ensure that
their achivities are in the bels
intereal ol the masses and
remained Nigerians that
House of Representaiives iy
commitied towards making
laws capable of enhancing
the well-bemg of Nigerians
and ensuring that they reap
the dividends of democracy.

Though no reason the
invitation was stiated by the
Datly Trust gathered that it
may not be unconnceted
with  the clergymen’s
uncompromising  stand
against the dcmmlmn of
Hama Bachama,
Bongo and the imposition of
Mr. Asaph Zadok, as new
Harmn Bachama by Adamawa
Ste governor

It was also learnt thal the
clergymen had remained
resolute in their stand pot 1o

wocord Zadok recognition.

b,-un.o&; ]

JneOraye |

clergymen continued to
Prench spainst  the@ |
imposition of Zadok as the £
traditional ruler of the
Hachamaland.

Accanding to sources, the
police believe that the stund
of the clergymen may be
responsible  for  the §
continued tension in Numan
and other Bachama twwny
and villages

e

From Eder Ekanem,

itnessed another Sersnger ()
bloodshed on Sunday as M. and pleaded for favour ut
Idongesit Akpan, s prineipal  he tibunal but | declined.
witness who was 1o testify He asid the councillor
| hefore the local govemment  Along with other five men |
election tribunal sitting in foreed his doors apen and
Uyo was macheted to death began to attack him. He said
by unknown persons during the attacks a lady
Mr. agndelovel 13 visitor who wis mistaken for |
health officer nttached 1o his wife was attacked |
Obio Nkis health centre m leaving her with body
fied m his resid L i

| Nio Esiet street, Abak, l&:\t

sustained after  saliah | Mr Austin Uganwa, © H
celebration, while the | While congratulating them ﬂ'.pz_“- A Sty
ises of the comoration | on the oeg the deputy  Others include Rev. Mark
st be cleaned up, speaker urged Muslims to - Morrison Pastor in charge
The genaral g late Prophet Ibrahim  LCCN, cathedral Nusan and
briefied the gavernor on the  2dding that the Eid el-Kabir  Rev, Herimus

hours before he was to lestify
in a case involving the

Late Akpan said his wife
escaped unburt and raised
in raising alarm which

Ited in the

conduct of the el in
wards of Cruk Anam local
government area of the state.

Before he last breath in the
carly hours of Sunday after
the cuts on Thursday last
check the aceused a
coungillorship candidate
who he said was a party in
the subl sponsed things
since hie knew that he could
not sueced 1o persuade him
o testify in line favourite the

attempt te chop ofThis head
bt fortunately for him his
left bhand blocked the
machete resulting in his left
arm being amputated,

He said police could not
wave the situation because
they arrived the scene very
late despite the e that they |
were  contucted early
enough by neighbours.

He was however taken o

tributal Mercy Hospital, Abak and

He disclosed that the |aer so University of Uyo
councillor came fo his house Teaching hospial,
und pleaded with him 10 LIUTHb could ol recelve
testify in his favourwhen the  any wroalment because of
petition about the election doctary strikc
mnnp for henving but he ‘mml‘ﬂw that
declingd. M. akpan was serving

The man came to me on

.'l'hm!d.lyllbﬂll-lm

udmim officer during the |

past election ‘

P
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THRU UR MIND LIKE THE
HUNDRED METERS DASHE.
.- oNLY THEY DoN'T STob!
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< Things is

young Nigerianin his
fate 20°s who took &
linpee in English and
Literary Studies from one of
our top universities. For aver
ll‘lu years after his

‘| story is told of &

With his type of
command of English

nursery school, not to talk of
being given a chance to start
gminhnmwaprim

L " ¥
search for a job could not

yield any dividend.

| Tired of job-burting in his
stute capital, the young man
migrated to the Federal
Capital, Abuja where he
reasoned  that  better

1 doubt if our friend in this
story was taught and he
s di

Al
hursday
Hard”

Thursday

certificates that they cannot |
defend, Government certainly
had its share of the blame but
the lecturers must repent of the
great evil they are unleashing
on our country.

In the 60s, 70s and early 805
before the introduction of SAP
and the subsequent terrible
degeneration in our morals,

i used 1o be

irony,
their cousin innuendo, | bet
that our friend never detected

in the D-G's response to his
laint. Since it is not

1 As s graduate of English,
it dawned on him that he
‘ought to expand his job
search to mass media-related
organisations and not limit
‘himself 1o government

pmi:h for any one 1o give
what he does not have, he
will never ver realise that his

incorrect.
One of the most amazing
- i e Mg

conferences, seminars and |
symposia. One sincerely |
hopes that we have not started
exparting some of the half-
baked or low-quality graduates.
of the early 90s 1o date 1o
fuarther do damage 10 our imige. | |

f and p

| And su it was that one day
\our young friend went to sco
\the Director-General of a
federal mass communication
|u=!'ﬂn

| When he arrived there
and inqurired, he was told the
|big man was attending a
Iboard mecting and so he
‘needed 1o wail. About an
hour later, Iha‘D-G finished

things hapy

today is that some graduates
of our universities cannot
even read and write not o
talk of the fact that they have
any skills to contribute o the
growth and development of
our society. How we have
allawed this sort of anemaly
1o exist in the system is

For so long we have |
d the undue cmphasis

on the scquisition of |
centificate 1o the detriment of
life-sustaining skills. Our
unemployment problem will
ot be this scute if we produce
graduates who not only have
employable skills bt also such
skills as would make them to
hwome,cll’mp]andors:ll’- [

While  university

|I|i| allice when he saw the
young job-secker who he
| was told, wanted to see him,
|b¢nbd:“mmn.wlﬂ
rullduuiﬂryun‘r

. The young graduate
\rephied: “Ah sir, things is
Ihard.” The eyewitness who
told me this story swore that
:wMuhvm born and
|brought up without a silver
spoon and who is very
'pm:il'uinbmw-i

{really hari.”

And with that remark he
\walked away to his office,
|leaving the j
\bewildered. He could not
|understand the big man's

staff unions constantly

and even become
f labour.

Tt is certainly a big scandal
for any university 1o produce

L

ted ' ar

grad The National |
C fead

Tak i

1t is common ledg

(NLIC), univensities’ governi

boards, lecturers and other
stakeholders should rise up
and h.

that & good number of our
university students bribe
Jecturers to cam marks that
mbmmmm
“academic mercenaries” 1o
write tests and exams for
them. This helps to explain

graduates of

story, come out of school 1o
talk of how an sccident
happened because the
vehicles' tyre “bursted,”

et e

reply

how BBC

front this rep
Each of the above mentioned
hhas been passing the buck for
o long. We have seemed 1o
have decided to live with the
evil of 419, bribery and
corruption and other evils that
are a severe reproach on our

country.

We should not try to get
used 1o producing graduates
who do not have the intellect | name
10 acquire the big certificate i
they can not in any way |
defend. Once our education in

and the umiversity in

other action of walking sway programme and how a very
without any hint that he “fatal" accident happened particular ha nothing 10 ofer,
| would help him, st mercifully, no one bost his Mﬂi_slﬂ“iﬁbll‘wum
| do not know whether  fife Quite fortunately for
|ihis story is one of these  Everyone-| . Nigeria, the un
stories Nigerians call fabu ity admini: (he has  inevitably made
{fabricated or apophrycal go and just about ition for the few
|storics told 1o amuse everybody-is awarc of what available jobs 10 be quite stiff.
|audi i especially is happening but no onc applicants now go
dinners), But whatit clearly scems to be seriously through a rigorous weeding
illustrates is the quality of bothered. We just shrug off out process before deserving
graduates the nation is now the matter and blame it on the ones are u;{loyuu, This
producing from some of its “rot in the sysiem”. A send a signal to those
i university system that who are scemingly
The truth of the matter is graduates who are in acquiring certificates rather
neither useful 1o themselves :nmhmm -
the . 3
ey et
not | §
J&ﬁmﬁm end with the fact that those |}
Same will never end. But 1 mwmﬁmw .
seriously think’ that the WM""“". b '““‘““ﬁ
tertiary) mre iversity T i m?hnnld i
I inlly the lecuurcrs and - aaurs it e i
have neither the vc:;l‘:; the administrators, must orge flse qualifications are

accept a larger share of the
blame. The reality of students.
bribing lecturers with eithor

mudies  sex, money or food items

accounts in large measure for
the sad fact that some
students come out wilh

“ first place and the institutions
which did not do the proper |
gate-keeping should be | blank
punished in onc form or
another

EI0ET e

e e CELCETEY



Dialogue: Kudos to Media Trust

indly permit my
| B commendation to
| the management
und staff of Media Trust for
organising an enriching
“2nd  Annual = Trust
Dialogue” with the theme,
| Reforming Migeria, Which
| Model?

The theme of ithe
Dialogue was timely in view
of the wide criticisms that
have trailed the economic
reforms of this govemment.

‘ 1 was highly impressed with

the scholarly and

professional manner in

which the three resourse

persons  made  their
| presentations.

They were frank, plain,
open and lively in the way
they marshalled out their
arguments,

We

s one does not

expect anything less from

the blunt professor of |

YOURLETTERS
Obasanjo and Lokoja-

Abuja road project

Economics Sam Aluko, Prof. | Minister of works,
Mike Kwanashie and I Chiel  Adeseye
Mallam Sanusi Lamido Ogunlewe  while
Sanusi, addressing the house
The event ded the ittee on appropri
well attended audience an | during his ministry’s budget
opportunity to appraise the | defence at  National
various economic reforms | Assembly, said that the

we have had so far in
Nigeria. A flip ot the book
“Discharging a Burden™

compilation of the Maiden

Annual Dialogue was really

revealing

I must commend the
for a spl

dualization of Lokoja -
Abuja road will begin this

| year but not expected 1o be
which | understand is a |

completed during the tenure

of the

administration.
This Government would

present

| be making history if it did

event. Worthy of note alse
is the master of ceremony
whose sense of humour was
exhilarating.

ITkegwuani Ifcanyi N
Area 3, Garki, Abuja.

Haba JAMB!

lease allow me a
P spice in your widely
read newspaper (o
register my displeasure
over the withholdi
2004105 MPCE exams resy
With registration NO
44346425A1 and exams NO
10504097, | prepared day
night

examination but o my

of my

and for 1he

surprise after paying
through the nose for the
| JAMB access

ernel scevice

card a

atl_ar

inflated price landed on a
“bambshell’.

My result is being
withheld reasons
unknown to me. So, | am
using this medium 1o appeal
tw JAMB to please release
my result, to enable me use
it for the purpose it is meant
because, | belie
out to help dedicated

andidates
dmission

for

secure
and not
otherwise

Muktar A Saiki Okene,
Kogi state.

1 dd

this g its
tenure, hence the reduction
of accident in this ever busy
road. | believe that,
government effort is seeing
to construction of major
roads in the country so that
people will enjoy the benefit
of travelling without any
fiear of their lives being lost
in ghastly aceident

When one consider the
importance of dualization af
this road to the people af

southern and northem part
of this couniry is the
economic transformation it

the entire

would g

federal capital and the
nation in general

Also the members of
Nationa! Assembly should

' worst than

s matter of urgency ensure
that the dualization is
completed during their
tenure to satisfy the needs
of the electorate whe voted
them a8 members |
representing their interest.

Bala Nayashi. No I
Yashi Area Lokoja.

What is

Tsunami?

t this point in time,
one will find it
ifficult to come
across what is more

disastrous than Tsunami
disaster.

But come to Nigeria and
sce the cancerous and |
unrehabilitable damage |
inflicted on daily basis by |
Obasanjo and his team 10|
past, present and future |
Nigerians by siphoning our |
money, mi img over 120
millions to uncertain future
politically,
cconomically, educationally |
cfc

Infuct Crbasang
team are worth than

socially,

disaster
Intermationa
should please help us

Thrahim Nani
Malumfashi. AK 3§
| Wushishi Rowd Kaduna. |

More questions on

MT

frican pride

dummalf W‘hll about the

Afican Pride has
for now
in the eye of

mmdlluulnpfewdlyllnl

the storm. The story of its  its disappearance?
arrest, detention  and These questions are
subsequent disappearance is  indeed begging for clear and
n well known issue to all, concise answers. The
The trial of masterminds cnn\ltl:ﬂ(lmmumwl be
of its disapy by a from
proper| i | court ic gains arising from
marshal was 1o me a crux of  their actions.
the fight against cormuption The Police should also
within the military. investigate the complicity af
“The trial court should be 1he Russian diplomats, if they
commended for sianding its  ®F® l'uun_d guilty 0[. any
ground even after pleas for o dmm_. the G
merey by legsl penalty (which | belicve is

representatives who had
realised that their clicnts
were clearly in breach of the

| law, this clearly shows the

levél of integrity of its
menbers.

However, there are still
questions left unanswered
which made the issue to
refuse to d What

expulsion) should be applied.

The Nigerian Navy
should also, review its laws
fior court marshal, if maximum
sentence for whatever
offence is dismissal from
service, as very clearly there
i the need for joil terms for
the convicted officers

Answering these

happened to the ship and its

content worth about $2.2

mulhon?
Also,

is  maximum

sentence in a coun marshal

q will strengths
resolve to fight comuption to
its knees.

Yusufiu Abubakar 102,
Autan Bawe Streer off Zoa
roadd Kano.

Reactions to articles published in
this paper may be directed to the

editor via the
editoriae

email addre

ilyerust.com




 HPPY EID-EL-AABIR
2

On behalf of my
family, the
Government and
good people of
Nasarawa State, |
wish all Nigerians a
happy and joyous
Eid-el-Kabir.

May the joy and

[l Blessings of Almighty

Allah that come with
Eid-el-Kabir fill your
hearts now and

]

L

SIGNED
ALHAJI (DR.) ABDULLAHI ADAMU

ALHAJI (DR.) A
Executive Gov

His Excellency,

BDULLAHI

ADAM

ernor Nasarawa State
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Abu

pecialist  Charles
Sﬁum Jr. was found

guilty on January 15 of
five counts of assault,
maltreatment of detainecs
and conspiracy. The first of
the US troops involved in
torture at Irag’s Abu Ghraib
prison 1o face a full court
martial, Graner was
sentenced by a jury of
soldiers 1o 10 years in prison
and @ dishonourable
discharge.

The main defence offered
by Graner's lawyer, Cuy
Womack, was that his client
was following orders. Uinder

LS military low, this is o

Lilid defence only if the
order is lawiul, or if the
soldier can reasonably
believe it to be lawful.

So far, seven soldiers
have been charged in
connection with the scandal
that crupted after the
publication of last spring of
photographs depicting the
abuse. Three have entered
guilty pleas, while three
othiers have yet 1o fuce a court
martial.

According to the
statements of lraqi detainees
und some of his fellow, the
US soldiers, Graner,
member of the 372nd
Military Police company and
» prison guard on the night
shift at Abu Ghraib, was &
ringleader in the systematic
sbuse of prisoners. He
figures prominently in the
infamous photos standing
behind a stack of naked snd
hooded Iragi prisoners snd
broadly grinning.

11 was Graner whe forced
the prisoners into that
position on November 7
2iM13. Om another occasion,
he punched a hooded
prisoner in the face so hard
a8 10 knock him unconscious.

Ameen Said Al-Sheikh
testified that Gruner was “the
primary torturer” who beat
him, handeufTed him to a
door for cight hours, witched
as another soldier urinated on
him, fiorced other prisonens (o
cat from a toilet, and
threatened them with rmpe.

Graner flaunted his
satlistic exploits, sending e-
maibs containing photographs
of beaten and bloodied
prisancrs back to his family,
including his young children,
and bragging about the
“really cool swil™ be got 1o
do on the job,

While he is guilty of
bruital crimes, and deserves W
be punished, the elaim of the
Push administration and the
LS military that he is simply
one of o few “bad apples”

- \vbuummlmh in no wiy

{the US

20 2005

By Joveph Kay
ulmnd rd and cnnwmpnhle

Tlv: photos in which

Ixaiity Treest

rust Intel
G__hrazb abuse: The

officer that Pohl has allowed to
testify in any of the cases is
Brigadier General Junis
Karp who did not testify
in the Graner case, but will

Gramer  figured 50 yugiify in another case, that of
prominently aptly SUm U yyyal Davis Karpinski, a one-
the American OCCUPAtiON. e head of the US prisons in
Bwi - (e Bush y0g, has herselfl accused
3 10 b Major General
insist that Graner and the oo ffrey Miller, who was sent
other soldiers who have 10l 0 evaluste intemogation

breen charged were “rogue”
clements who acted on
their own.
prosceutions of Graner and
the others have been
designed to butiress this lie
and enable the media to
promaote the fiction that
those responsible for the
tormure ot Aby Ghrab are
being brought 1o justice.
The small-fry offenders are
heing sacrificed in order 10
whitewash those at the
Iiighest levels of the Bush
administration and the
military who authored the
policies sanctioning the wse
of torture.

Graner and his cohorts
were encouraged hy
military  intelligence
officers to abuse and
torture detainecs. These
actions were the direct
outcome of policies and
guidelines set by the
Secretary of Defense,
Danald Rumsfeld, and
ratified by the White
House.

The Judge in the
Ciraner cuse, Army Colonel
James Pohl. sought to
exclude any evidence
pointing to the culpability
of higher-lovel military
officers or government
officials. Pohl denied the
requests of Graner's
attorney to call o the stand
the former commander of
the US forces in |
Ligutenant
Ricardo Sanchez, as well as

Rumsfeld and  his
Underscerctary for
Intelligence, Steven

Cambone. He further
denied anomey Womack's
request io grant immunity
to Colonel Thomas Pappas,
the Head of the Military
Tntelligence Brigade at Abu
Ghraib, so that be could
testify.

Having excluded these
top military and civilian
officials, the jodge
disallowed any questioning
of witnesses about orders
given by officers regarnding
e treatment of prisoners.
In a classic “Catch-22
mancuver, he refused to
permit wimesses to explain
what higher-level officers
knew about the abuse on
the grounds that such

of Iraq is an

ts were “hearsay.”
_The most senioe level

General *

methods, and Major General
Barbara Fast, the former chief
of military intelligence in lraq.

LS Presidens, Gewre W, Buvh
of resposibility in the torture.

The testimony of wilnesses
who did sppear in Graner’s
case, mainly fellow soldiers at
Abu Ghraib and some
detainces, indicated that
culpahility extends well beyond
the seven individuals who have
been charged. Some of the
ather soldbers who had alresdy
pleaded- guilty noted that
Graner and others were
encourged i their sctions by
military intelligence and CIA
officials in order to “soften up™
prisaners. for interrogation
purposes.

Former Specialist Megan
Ambuhl, who has pleaded
guilty to changes relating to the
Abul snid, “They

incident involving naked
prisoners stacked in @
pyramid, though  the
performance report chastised
Graner for smashing a
prisoner’s head into a wall.
Giraner was not punished for
this action, but was offered
time off 1o deal with stress.
According 1o [
Washington post article of
January 11, Private lvan
Frederick, who has also
pleaded guilty to charges
reluting to the Abu Ghraib

torure, “said he had consulted
with six senior officers,
ranging from captains to
Tieutenant colonels, about the
guards™ actions, but was never
twld to stop, Frederick also
said thit 8 CIA official, whom
he identificd as “Agent
Romero,” told him to ‘soflen
up’ one suspected insurgent
for questioning. The agent told
him he did not care what the
soldiers did, “just don’t kill
him.”

Sergeant Kenny Davis said
that after visiting Abu Ghraib
in the fall of 2003, he told his
pluhmn leader that military
intelligence “was doing some

encournged us all the time.”
She suid military intelligence
afficers “would come down and
let us know what they wanted
us to do with the detainces.”
They told her “1o point at
detainees and laugh at them
while they were in the shower™
in order 1o humilisie them.
Ambull also said that
Lieutenant Colonel Steven
Jordan, Head of the Joint
Interrogation and Detention
Centre at Abu Ghraib, saw
photos af the abuse that had
been placed on the sereen of @
deskiop computer at the prisos.
Master Sergeant Brian
Lipinski testified that Jordan
commended Graner for “doing
a good job” shortly after the

Jordan, Pappas and other
top officials at Abu Ghraib,
“The higher up they go.”
Volzer said, “the more
problems they have with
people leading to the
Pentagon. Pappas gave them
1o Sanchez, and they don’t
want that. Sanchez can give
them Rumsfeld, and they
don’t want that. Rumsfeld
can lewd to Bush and [White
House Counsel Alberto]
CGonzales, and they
definitely don’t  wani
that,"Michacl Ratner, lead

though not in detail ™

Journalist  Seymour |
Hersh reported in his book,
Chain of Command, that
sometime in late 2001 or|

the Defence Depmmem 1o
set up a Special Access|
Program (SAP) operating |
outside of any regulation or |
oversight. The SAP was |
responsible for secret|
interrogation practices in
Alghanisian.

According 1o one of the

of the Center for army's own investigations, |
Constitutional  Rights Jedd by Major General Gearge
(CCR), noted, "Wh Fay, by December 2002
Charles  Graner  did, “interrogators in Afghanistan

however heinous his acts
miy have been, we believe
he is taking the fall for the
architects of a policy that
empowered him W torure
and abuse those being held
at Abu Ghraib.” The CCR
has called for a special
prosecator (o examine
Rumsfeld’s role. The
organisation has already
filed war crimes charges
against Rumsfeld and others
in a German Court.

It is worth recalling the
background to the Abu
Gihraib torture revelations.

lmmedintely following
September 11, 2001 the
Bush sought

were removing elothing,
{solating people for long
periods of time, using stress
positions, exploiting fear of |
dogs and lmplzrncmllvg slecp
and light deprivation.”

In April 2003, Rumsfeld
approved a more exlensive
list of interrogation methods |
for Guantanamo Hay that
include many of these|
techniques. Though the list
was formally withdrawn |
later, there is much evidence,
including a series oft
documents recently released |
by the Ametican Civil|
Liberties Union (ACLUY,
showing that torture in
Guantanamo Bay became |
2 e

1o exploit the attacks of that
day to carry out a far-
reaching assault  on
democratic rights, including
the rights traditionally
granted under intermational
law to prisoners of war.
The Bush sdministration
decided mot to treat
prisoners in Alghanistan and
Guananamo Bay, Cuba, as
prisoners of war under the
Geneva Conventions. A CIA
request fed to @ memo
submitted o Goneales, who
is currently Bush's nominee
for attomey general, which
0 narrowly defined torture
as 10 allow methods banned

Major General Miller,
who at the rime was head of
the Guantanama Bay facility,
was sent, in the fall of 2003,
1o Abu Ghraib, Even the |
whitewnsh report by a panel
headed by fon defence
secretary James Schiesinger,
released in August 2004, felt
obliged to acknowledge that
practices carried out in Cuba
“migrated” 1o irayg An
ACLU-released document
from an FHI agent stutes that
Miller was sent fo implement |
what the FBI considered to
e illegal iechniques, and that |
he received his authority
directly from Rumsfeld.

The torture und abuse |

pretty weird things with naked by intemational andthe US  methods employed at]
i over there”, Pohl  laws against torture. The  Guantanamo were
refused to aliow further  memo, written in August transferred to lrag in an
questioning on the subject. 2002, declared llull the attempt 10 counter i growing |
1 military intelli president, as v that the Ameri
the CIA were encouraging chicf, had the right o order  military found incrensingly
military police soldiers, the torture of prisoners difficult o handle,
including Graner to torture Bush had o direct hand Far from being punished,
detainees, a5 they cerainly  in these developments. Scott those who are most
ware, they were not doing 5o Horton of the American Bar responsible for the poliey of
on their own initiative, The  Associntion told the Age, an torture have srengthened
pressure (o step  up  Ausmlian newspaper, "It is their position in Bush's

interrogation practices at Abu
CGhraib und other facilitics in
Irag came directly from
Rumsfeld and Sanchez, and
was part  of Bush
administrution policy

Harvey Volzer, the lawyer
who represented Ambuhl,
suggesicd a reason why Pahl
was so eager to cut off
questioning about the role of

now reasonably clear that
there was action by the
president. | have now seen
several further documents
which persuade me that
there s in fact a
determination by the
president that dutes from
roughly April 2002 1t is
nddressing extreme
|nterrogation procedures,

second term administration.
Gonzales has been selected
as the new Attomney General
and Rumsfeld is staying of as
Secretary  of Defence
Condoleezza Rice, who,
accanding to Hersh, approved
the Special Access Program,
has been clevated from
national Secunity Adviser o
Secretary of stite.

WSS |




top United Nations

envoy (o Sudan
posiponed talks
yesterday with rebel officials
in southern Sudan until he can
meet with their leader to

UN, Southern Sudanese
postpone peacekeeping talks

meet with African Union
officials about the proposed
peacekeeping mission.

The United Nations plans
1o deploy troops within six
months, during which time

B the deploy of
up o 10,000 p k 0

the g and rebels

monitor an accord aimed at
ending Africa’s longest-
running conflict:

| John Garang, chairman of
the rebel Sudan People's
Liberation Movement, was
expecied to mmive there by
yesterday. But by mid-
aflernoon there was still no
sign of him, and LLN, envay
Jun Pronk flew to Ethiopia to

o under a Jan.
9 peace deal to sel up a
national power-sharing
administration with an
autonomous south, At the
end of & six-year transition

the 10 southem states
will hold o referendum on

Irarily

report on the peacekeeping
mission to the Sccurity
Council later this week,
including the proposed
mandate,  size  and
deployment schedule. Pronk
hnunld he believes the force
would need 9,000 010,000

France's UN. Ambassador
Jean-Mare de La Sabliere and
U.S. deputy ambassador
Anne Patterson said Toesday |
that Annan's recommendation |
for the foree would probably |
be in the range of 9,000

whether 1o become Imﬁm s
independent. atUN.
UN. g:crclnry General  in New York whether that |
Kofi Annan is to submit & :‘:".’ﬁﬂr‘ﬁ“!db"“ﬂ‘ﬂlﬂt |
said, “In_ that range is

 Mugabe vows improved
Iranian relations

resident Robert

Mugabe hailed Irain as

ar cmmlpum-cr aﬂd
| vowed o take

elections in 2000 and 2002,
Khatami said although the

w0 countries were miles

¥, they

| “new heights” as he play:d
host to President Mohammad

Khatami ,the stale-run
| newspaper reported
Khatami, who arrived

| Monday on the penulumate

Apart +
shared a difficult pw

acceptable. ... We're nutkm]
on that rnge.

N, and LS. uﬂ'tlnil
have said they hope a solution |
1o the 21-year-old war in the
south will hu.lpend a separate
conflict in the westorn Darfur
r:p\m.

1 share your h
suffering and grief and |
value the victorious struggle

| legofas tion African

tour; visited the National

Heroes Acre in Harare where

| those  who fought in

Limbabwe's liberation war

against British colonial rule
are buried.

Although be was scheduled

1o hold ks with Muogabe

Tuesdoy morning, Khatami

nstead met the country’s two
viee presidents, Joseph Msika
and Joyce Mujury,

Noreason was given forthe
cancellation of the meeting
with Mugabe but the two vice
presidents said they discussed
Ztmbabuwe s land reforms and
bilateral trade opportunities,

Khatam also met Istamic
religious leaders based in
Zimbabwe and local businesy
people and industrinfists

He flew out to Zimbabwe's

prime resor of Victoria Falls, |

where he was also (o visit a
erveodile breeding farm
Speaking at a banquel in
Khatami’s honour late
Monday, Mugabe hailed oil-
rich Iran as a key partner in

| Zimbabwe's drive to shun the
West.
“We  attach  great

| importance to this visit as it
will enable us to work
rowards strengthening and
diversifying our relations,”
Mugabe was quoted in the
stute-run Herald newspaper
o8 saying.

“Your visit affords an
apportunity to raise our
hilateral cooperation 10 new
hetghts as my government has
embarked on a delibernte
“Look East' policy n which
your country is a critical
partner,” he sald

1ran ks ong of the countries

of  heroic  people  of
Zimbabwe,” Khatami said in
resp o Mugabe's
specch

Mugabe also slammed
Wentern powers opposed |
This bndd peforms, saying they
wiere the wame ones who had
hranded Iran part of an “axis
of evil”, a reference to the
policy ned by President

Gieorge W. Bush in 2002 that
put fran, Irag and North
Korea st the top ofa US list |

dlm and m-lnummn are
believed to have killed more
than 70000 of the nearly 2 |
million displaced in Darfur |
| since March

Sudan’s southern civil war

pitred the government, led by

Arub Muslims who dominate
| The north; against rebels
fighting for greater autonomy
and a greater share of the
country's wealth in the mainly
black Christinn and antmist
south. The conflict is blamed
for more than 2 million
deaths, primacily from war-
induced farmine and discase

muwmmm as Ivan P, ﬂum
mmmm L iwmrlu

ﬁu Mnuwﬂ # deinch (10-
coustruction

with huge hesdache — a $100,000 hospital bill,

| Patrick Lawler, 23, who was recovering on Tuesday from

surgery to remove the nail, sid he had no health &

andd would have (o find & way W pay the whopping bill afie
he Iy released from the hospital this week,

O-cm
worker's skull have loft hin |

Traust

Jur-

BT,

-

His Excellency,
ALHAJI MOHAMMED DANJUMA GOJE,
Executive Governor of Gombe State

Honour fs given to whom it is due. In the spirit of the Eid-El-Kabir
Festival, the entire sons and daughters of Gombe State resident in
Lagos under the auspices of Gombe State Develof
Association (GOSDA) wish to felicitate with our dynamic Governor,
His Excellency Alhaji Mohammed Danjuma Goje, the Executive
Govérnor of Gombe State as we celebrate the EID-EL-KABIR
festival and New Year.

We would also like to congratulate you on your wonderful
achievements in our state within your short reign as Governor.

We are proud of your achievement in the improvement of social
infrastructure in the state,

Special mention would be made of your Education policies leading
to the establishment of a State University, Township Road
Construction, Rural Electrification and Water Supply.

GOSDA, a non-political, religious or tribal organization of Gombe

Lawher walkod around with the nl in his skull for alx dayy

before secking medical

Wfter e "

himsedf with & nail gun ot 8 constroction site.
| Hio sinbel e didd not realise e pain in his mouth mdhlurml

State indi in Lagos State work for the Unity and Development
of Gombe State.

We wish the Government and people of Gombe State a wonderful
Eid-El-Kabir festival and a prosperous New Years.

Mugabe s been warming up | Mslon were the resilt of a nail in his head, Signed

was pant of this policy, parly || *We just thought it was like 3 big contusion or a punch. Publicity Secretary

forced by Zimbabwe's hmldmm il Canibe St Dt ation (GOSDA)
isolation from the West over | | Askid what was, wh‘h i ok he vt in 4 ta relop Associ,

contraversial land reforms | Eonferenee the nail, Lawler replied: ™a ne

and allegedly fraud- mum! m )

.' /‘/



lrar_l warns US over

Washinglon
o st Lix
nuciear negotistions
with the EU by evoking the
threat of s mititary strike, Iran
wamed the LS. on yesterday
it would respond 1o any
.,"un\ﬂsc measure.”

“With reliance on enorm-
| wus popular support, diplo-
| muatic capacity and full mili-
| tary & ility, the Inlamic
Republic of Tran will firmly
respond 10y URWISE me-
usure of plan,” foreign minis
stry spokesman Hamid Resa
Asefl said ||| a omcmenl

| ents by Ug nﬂ'vdll.l'
| In recent remarks, US
| President George W, Bush
| said he wouldn't rule gut
launching military strike
| ngains Tran, if the Islamic
| Republic refused 1o halt ity
nuclear
The US claimied that Iran
is covently trying to develop
a nuclear weapons progr-
| mime. Iran repestedly rejects
those claims, aqu_ml it

Palestlmans vow action against

activis

he mp i':lcm‘mnn
security commnder
yesterday promised

swift action 1o stop violenice
against lsmel, a L}‘ after a
suicide bombing in Gaza
dismapresd fledpling effons by
Pal ¥ ICﬂdﬂ Aal d

Da al la clain

he al-Quida in [rn
cilai me
that it carned out l
truck bombing af the Austr-
alian Embassy in Baghdad
that killed two pedple yest-
endny, according o, u stabe-
ment ed on an Islamic
Web ai'::n

The ettibussy it was the
first 1 a sencs of car bomb-
Vings 10 it Bagdad and surro-

unding srca within 0 minuies *  most

of one another.

trngi authorities suid nine
people were killed in the
blasts, The LS military put

nuchenr programme
used i penceful purposes,
On Tucsday, U8 secre-
tary of state-designaie Cond-
eceza Rice also called po
world powers to take p firm
setion uguinst Iran to keep it
from producing nuclear
WA, ml:n'uiu(l thireat o
rofer the Islamic republic’s |
nuclear dossier 1o the UN |
S:writy Council for passible

"Wcu:mhmvuma

p&l::cl'tmnn"mf i said.
1, moreover, noted
that ane of the US airns is “not |
1o help and

o peacclully settle some
disagreements through dipl-
omacy and talks, but to dise
:ptthu lmlﬁu nuchear talks
y pretending they are
unsticcessfl.”

The EL's ‘:'l'r three™ -
Brituin, France amd Germany
- have been holding nuchear |
talks with Iran aimed at |
renching & long-tenm solution
that would ease international

Inracl,

Majaide did riot say when
the deployment would begin, |

However, lsraeli Prime
Minster Angl Sharon huis
wiarned his patience (%
running thin, lsrael " i |
demanding that Abbas put a |
stop (0 a recenl wave of | |

Ahbas fo conx activists into
haltirg their sttacks,

Abbas, who is under
tremenidos pressure by lamel
10 take action, arrived in Caza
on Tuesday for truce talks
with Ial.lmle militants in
Gaza, But the Hamas suicide
humhlnj, which killed an
Israeli security agent and

| wounded efght, clouded his

prospects.
Abbas huddied with his
| security advisers  and
inan

CMETgEnCY
meeting after the bombing
held

U violence amd has |
lhrcmud a sciabe raid |
inlo ('wag’;n il i I

Abbas uzumﬂ srachi |
calls to crack down on |
activists. Instead, he hopes (o,

them to halt their
nttacks. In exchange, the
Palestinians wum Jsrael 1o
stop attac —8
dam\d(huhlulhmﬂnh-iy

o
lnw: planned further |

talks with Palestinian faction |

lenders yesterday, including s
meeting with leaders of his
Fatah movement and talks
with lslamic Jihad.

talks with leaders of the two Pabestinian officials said
| :‘M“w Hamas and yesterday they belicved an
stamic agreement could be reached
Lt. Gen. Abdel Razck m
| Majaide, the top P B v meaia
commander in and the
- that this can be done, and this |
West Bank, said yesterday can be done in a fairly short |
that Pulestinian forces would " said Palestinian For-
soon be deployed near the oy Minisicr Nabil Shaath. ! |
| border with laracl. - think both the Palestnian aat |
reparations are under ol people long for |
way 1o deploy Palestinian oo, and peace and retum |
national security soldiers peie process. |
| along the borders 5‘"“"'-“& A suicide bombing |

[ son of violations,™
| said in & radio interview.
activists near the

occurred late Tuesday, when |
a suicide bomber in & car

- d - an  lseaehi |
m:w Caza's m,m
north-south road.

initial reports l'mm.ll\mmm
soldiers who responded 10 the
uttucks. The discrepancy in
the count could not immed-
istely be resolved.
Al-Cranda in hrag is ked by
Jordanjan-bom Abu Musnb
al-Zarqawi, & militant whu
hawallicd himself with Osama
bin-Laden’s torror Mlu’ulk
and | |uumn|g the Americ
head,
'r\ Ton of monotheism
and faith ... carried out a
martyrdom opermtion nearby
the Australian

Rlanned attack

“We rocommend the pew
American Toreign minivier
avolds repeating past mist-
akes by reviewing America’s
wrong and unsuccessful
policics of unilateralism mul
oppression.” Aseli said of
Bus,

ims emba

imbassy in_

| of Baghtad Tnternatic

central Baghdad, and the
number of the injured was
big.” the waid in the
Malerment on a site thit
frequently posts such clims
The United States has
offered a reward of 523
million for information
leading to Zargawi s capture,
the siwme Bounty oul for bin
Laden,

Officiul il several
people  were  wounded,
ingluding two Australinn
soldiers, when the cxplisives-
packed truck exploded
around 7:00 a.m. outside the
cement blast barriers in front
of ihe embassy compound.

In other developments, a
car bomhexploded southwest
wal
Adrport, killing twa . Jrige
security guards and leaving
i the US

ssy blast in Iraq

n another bombing, a

\thc pick-up ek resem-
bling those used by Iragi
security forces pulled up
outside the gates of an amy
hase focated in an old ai

in western Baghdad, killing
two Iragi saldiers and a
givilian, said police and
hospatal sources.

Another || people were
wounded, eight of them
soldior, hospitml sources
added

A car bomb exploded n
the dungerous Haifl Stroet of
Hagghdind betwemm the western
Al-Karkh district’s hospital
und o police station. An AFF
reparter siw. @ corpse slum-
ped on the ground by his
overumed bicyele. There
wis no immediate officinl
ol

South of Baghdad, anot-
hercar bomb exploded in the
predemineritly Shiite provi-

:

nce of Babil between al-
Mabawil and Hilla, killing
one policemen and wounding |
1w|n others, Polish-led lorces |
wald

Meanwhile, China said i
wis “iaking all mexsures”
win the releave of eight
hostiges and was contacting
the Trag Muslim Preshytery
which helpod in the relesse of
seven Chinese kidnapped in
Ihrw;:r-hunuumlrlhl year,

The Cliina Paly saidl the
abductors were fram the
Movement of the Islamic
Resiytance Nuamaan Brig
ade. |

In a tape broadcast
Tuesday on Amb news netw-
arks amd showing the eight
Chirese nationals holding up |
their passports guarded by
two  hooded men, the
kidnappers charged the
el “worked with LS forces

it Eﬂi

A m

i
;‘.

Here is wishing our Muslim Customers and General Public

Happy Eid - el Kabir
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iry, 240 2005

am in over
4 countries

C: __ And enjoy great value when you do

|

s more i - X '
- 241 infernational call destinations worldwide
#1100 roaming partners :

INTERNATIONAL ROAMING COUNTRIES

Austria, Belgium, Banin, Botswana, Bulgaria, Cameroun, Ching, Congo (DRC),
Cote dlvoire, Cyprus, Denmark, Egypt France, Finland, Gambla, Germany,
Ghana, Greece, Hong Kong, Hungary, Iceland, India, lmland, Israel, lfaly,

g Jopan, Jordan, Kenya, Kingdom of Saudi-Arabio, Kuwalt, Lebanon, Liechienstein,
Luxembourg, Malowi, Malaysia, Maurifius, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia,
Niger, Norway, Poland, Portugal Singapore, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, South
Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Tanzanio, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, Turkey,
UAE, Uganda, United Kingdom, USA, Zambig, Zimbabwe

HOW TO ROAM

- Call Customer Care on 111, 48 hours before traveling
= A deposit of M50,000 is required |

VE
.c‘"‘" @‘;ﬁ’} Enjoy great value wherever you go

Please ensure that the hondset you room with is compatible with the host-network’s
frequency. See leaflets ond posters for o full list of countries and frequencies.
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< danuary 2

Today’s
flight
' stllc(lult'

Yoln-Lagos ‘mw
Chanchangi Airlines
Lagos - Abujs  8:150m.
: 11:00am.
12:10p.m.

4A5pm.

Kaduna - Lagos 8:30s.m.

PH-Lagos  9:000m,
4:30p.m.

Abuja - Kaduna  2:30p.m,

Kaduoa-Abufa  |:30p.m,

IRS Airlines
| CHQ - i\bﬁl $.00 am,
Abujn - Lagos  9:45am,

irector general of the
Bureau for Public

Enterprises (BPE), Dr.
Julius Bala, has said that the
privatisation of NITEL is the
only way to make the
ompany meet the current
challenges in the
telecommunications sector
mqﬂ?ubmcrd T services,
E ng during a
briefing in Rb“jl y{lu‘z‘;
Dr. Bala said “NITEL is facing
increasing competition in

| Unfortunately, NITEL is

unable 1o meet this

| challonges.™ As a resull, it

becomes imperative that a
“core investor be secured to

| enhance the development of
of the |

the operations

company.
Dr. Hala further explained
{that the BPE has rwul\':d
¥y

renewed  interests
| investors \sl:luns o acg
mujority stakes in NIT]
core investors and “in
response 1o this clamour by
| potential investors, the
| federal govemment recently
| approved that the Burcau
rovisit the core investor sale.”

According to him, 51
percent of the company
{would be sold 1o & core
| investor while “the remaining
| shares would be sold 1o
Nigerians in sequential
tranches through an Initial
Public Offer (IPO) on lhe
Nigerinn Stock Exchange.”

To this effect, the Bureau
b Llnulup:d nn lxgll:n

Lagos - Abu/MM 2.!llp.m..

| Abiija « MM 1:45p.m.
MM - Abuja Vs,
| Abuja - CBO Eispm. |
Kano - J\bujn_ JiMpan. |
1 Abujn - Kang 2:300,m.
Kuna - Lagos 34dpan.
Lagos - Kano  (i00p.m.
EAS Airlines
Lagos - Abuja. B:iSpm
11:45am,
S:4Spm.
Abuja - Lagos 10:15am.
T:15p.m,
| Lagos - Jod HidSam.
| Jou - Lagos, | Z:30pm.
' Dasab Airlines
| Au-Lg 830an
b a1
PHC- L 1230am.
. ADC Airline
 Lags-Alwin 3am.
{IHEE 'IMII! g
AHH!F . &Sam

NCC plans
guldelmes on

aladim
Reporter (Business)
sive transaction time table
‘which will ensure that NITEL
is to the point of sale
t possible time,™

ntthe
he
According 10 the time-

tble, the transaction process
will unnlwlwnmq}wu_nr.

Why NITEL
—BPE boss

lluon p nse, wluch hu
commenced since ber

1o end by
2005

On the other hand, the”
sale phase which mc:po:wd
1o begin by Fi
will come to an end

2004, is e
February

2005 when

that the timetable may
undergo minor changes
depending on the outcome of
events as they continue to
unfold.

According to him, the
BPE has received expres-
sions of interests from poten-

al investors from Asia,
Europe, America and South
Africa and that the proper
will be followed to

must be sold

successfully privatise NITEL
which wlll bc sold Inﬁﬂ‘hﬂf
with its subsidiary MTEL.

He assured Nigerians that
the BPE is ready 10 undertake |
dwudmfpnvmule‘l‘EL
"%hﬂw

the BPE; wt vc
],hl in two diuemn and |
created n project team. This |
is because this year is going |
to be a cdlica?yw in the
vatisation process singe |
NB\MNEPAwiIIhq
vatised,” he said.

telecomtowers L gt . | T - Sy

| ‘ “m""m““‘m” Picture shows Red Star Express General Manager, Marketing/Corporate Affairs, Mr. Obinna Afiwodo (L) and Emmanuel
Commission (NCC) Anyagwa af the opening of Red Star stund at I'.agm International Trade Fair, snrqn Laxm.

said it is in the process of | g G

wops i | Insufficient power supply causes hlgh SM|

specifications on the laying 1 { ded

|1:-r;x[lTl:nl Inlm ook ﬂ:: ta rlffs MTN bOSS Nij l‘n:umn. mtu,l;ual event au:;

instaliatio L .

| he chief executive He said the Nigerian Also speaking at the “the number of the delegates

Telecommunication Towers. ; < b BEr: 3 . . :

A statement signed by :'m“' :" 'rf:rh telecams sector would thrive :P{ndmll:lc u.u’:‘lih m;‘lhcnm :'Ml':i‘:::::‘lnm‘:‘g,h::iﬂlﬁ:':u
Dave Imoke, NCC's igeria, Mr. 10180 §n an environment where isk vs c.w _m“mk i LI i -“r inlclnlnlmn!l
spokesman said yesterday | Pabengwa has said that  jhero are “uncquivocal and  business case for Nigeria, Interes "
that the technical "h"m:':l'f Ip"‘:l:':“li‘l‘l)‘ & yransparent rule-making Nenad Pacek, Director, mn{c;iwnaﬂ:m:, nu;:a\::
specifications are expeced o | PeSPonSIDIe for Fhe Al COMS  pracedurcs, proportionate Economist Corporate ; : :,g o5
serve as guidelines to ul'runm_rtg the GSM nclvm!‘h. regulation, withdrawal of Network and chairmanofthe next year 1o ass es
operators who wish 1 install ‘”".'I;" in tum leads to high y intrusion on _conference  said  the gqnmﬂ
towers or lay landline cables | @S- emerging markets.” ELl d
rm—r :;1::;;:...“.“"0“ g l\:r. J’“:_"‘E“";‘ who Also speaking during the NIT Uses lmlo]l preﬂ ent

| the count isclosed this at the just  conference, David Cowan,

‘mﬁ?dl:cumlcﬂmmns concluded  Economist Senjor Editor of the 0 robbers 5""':;; ':Ll:lhzl:'gc[:‘
| Bl fing | OO0 meh:m RAR Jeiipees i af T senior stalfofNITEL, ngm“; of Nigerin (NAN)
to the statement, have been 9. E ist mugazine said the rrgm ey B o to Ik
published on NOC wobsits r:(cmcelui:lempuv::r“::;‘l:: v t;-“,mn"-'_,s- pm‘:&: a'ss:d “:n at l‘I‘:‘:c Abuja gl:mT:cM:fu"': 'z
MAMAGRAGYDE ik telecommunications gl-m":._,. i u::::r of | weekend following injuries  come by road after the flight
operators, stakeholders as dovolopmcnt in Niger.” »‘f‘“ Id - pariy from gun shofs from ananmed  was cancelled over weathor

well as the general public are - A A -4 is | robbery i

requested 10 go through the | 1S (RS ._;:ne.:uro:_l:t:: Timacondgio el X a\di;:.l‘:k who is the mms,:.c.::sms:idnmmigm
Snemes i thir | oo ”‘dp'p . o :o o :ml;;pl::':r president nl"thc Senior Sl who was admitted at the |
information and contribution. : €5 supply, transpart c y | pres ! ST w nitted |

in! "i: ;;:! further. that ;::;l:w operators l;lls;utnln health care conts, delays in ;\chmu;n of U"]lli I'cdelnﬂ Mgdqc;i‘;’cnug,
suggestions and comments )’“ﬂm"r’;“ e ':f‘"'" the nnnply chain and the | Statutory I’I'Pﬂl'llll;n and  Lokojs, was operated upon,
o the documment are welcome | B0Wih in the form of tax  dejays in clearing goods at Government Owned but gave up the ghost on
and should be sent to the | incentives, duty SRIVEE and the ports through the | Companies, was shot on

dircctor, Technical Rescarch | PIOECT Hahs " 10 ""’“'!"’"T’ customs. ; Tuesday at Lokoja, & MTF[ II'Dhc"“lﬂ Teyo
and Standards, Dr. 5. A '“. . I":"'“"—;‘“' I’I"\':n: He however fus:loaed He was g rm_m the
E h i .k i oy a/imvestmentinthcouniry that “the next 18 10 20 months [,x!tu.w Abuja for an official M ofl.lu senior staff and
(chikiovad@nee.govag)onor | Snbance Nigerin's global  pregent u window ‘eof | function at the NITEL added that Feb, 2, had been
before February 28%, 2005, | competitiveness opportunity for both new and it headg ively fixed for the buriall |
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NNPC, Mobil sign
$7.7bn deal on LNG/
IPP projects

Tm Nigerian National
Petroleum
‘orporation (NNPC)
and Mobil Producing Nigeria
Unlimited (MPNU). on
Tuesday signed an MOL for
# 7.7 billion dollar LNG/APP
project in Bonny kland

Mr Funsho Kupolokun
signed on behall of the
NNPC while Mr. John
Chaplin, managing director,
MPN, appended his signature
on behalf of his company.

The first phase of the
project would produce 4.8
million tons per anoum of
NG and supply piwer to the
the rest would

Speaking wt the
ceremony, Kupolokun said
the project followed a study

Inunched by MPN on how
beest to hamess the nation’s
vast g resources.

He noted that a number
of gas projects in the country
were as o resili of that study
which cost MPN 10 mill
dollars 1o carry out

Kupolokun said that the
project was consistent with
government objective o
cam as much revenue from
s as from crude oil
advance local
content in Nigeria as well as
olfier significant crnployment
opportunities for qualificd
Nigerians,” he suid.

The Final Investment
Decision on the project

Reforms: Short term
costs are inevitable
— The Economist s editor

he senior editor of the
Intelligence Unit of
The Economixt ma-

gazine, Mr. David Cowan
has said that Nigerians will
have to pay a short ferm
price in order for the oo-
going reforms by the federal
government 1o be effective
and result oriented

Mr. Cowan made this
“revelation while fielding
questions from journalists
at the just concluded
Feonomist,Conference held

couniry may experience
some negative short term
hardship like loss of jobs as
a result of these reforms.
This according to him is
because “you can't have
something for nothing. In
ather words you cannot
have change or reforms
without costs. So to make

By Anas A, Galadima,
| Reporter {Butiness)

the reforms in the
different sectors work,

there has to be short term |

costs.”

He however smd that
in the long run, all these
will be overcome as more
jobs will be created in the
future if the reforms are
successful

He called on the
federal government to
outline its goals and fix
targets for the reforms so
that concrete results will
be achieved at the end of
a specific period.

“To ,achieve good
mu!h in reforms™ he said

“you have to have at least
ns lu 10 years period of
before

would be signed in 30-month
time  after  successful
completion of Froni-End
Engineering Design (FEED).

Also speaking, Chaplin
said the MOU signified the
commitment of both NNPC
and MPN 10 monetize the
nation's gas resources.

He gave assurances that
MPN would bring to the
project its world-leading
technology, financial strengih
and project management
expertise.

Chaplin commended the
WNPC for the cooperation and
support  in seeing
discussions on the project up
tor this stay

Compiny (SPDC), which was

shiun down by protesting youths
| from Hayelsa two weeks ago,
his been reopened.

The Mews Agency of
Nigeria (NAN) in Yenagoa
reporied that protesting youths
from Odioma in Brass Local
Government Area of Bayelsa
| had forced the company to
| close down

The flow station, which
produces about 32,000 barrels
of crude oil daily, was shut
about two weeks ago, following
an alleged bre. of a

he Nigeria Union of Pen
sioners (NUP) has nc
cused both the federal

and Rivers governments of in-
sensitivity to members' plight in
that stuie.

Mr T.5.D, Sukuye, the stale
chairman of the NUP; told

yuu can begin lu have
significant results,

Economics institute
releases half-year
training programme

he l'umi-mln
Institute
released its half- mr

made available 1o Daily |

Trut, the institute hits also
released 16 other

training progs

mes which includes s senior-
level executive pro-gramme
in business admini-stration,
business strategy train-ing
progrummes (which includes
management and financial
services-strategy and
implementation and leading
and management people.)
According to u press
statemnent signed by Dr. A B.
Ayeni the institute’s director,
trainming rescarch, publica-
“hions and membership, and
ol ;

F | of Manacment

Training Training Pro- |

grammes (FMTP) and the
insti-tute’s first ever “in
vestiture of fellows™ and
induction of new membens
is slated for Apeil 1% 1o 16*
this year,

The statement further
disclosed that the institute
has relocated from its
former Area 11 Garki,
office to a new office at
Twande House, mt Jere Street
Off Funmilayo Ran-some-

Kuti Street, Garki 11, Abupn. |

in Port Harcourt on
Monday that " the case of pen-
sioners in the state is particu-
larly pathetic.

A he Nigeria Institution
| of Estate Surveyors and

Valuers (NIESV) has

|
| charged estate dcvl:lupcnn o

the |

e Odeama creck flow
| ation, property of Shell
‘ctrolewm Development

The Nigerian Society of m{.‘nrrn quﬂ;

shaws Engineer Charles

National Petrolenm (nqmmmm () \P{ J being decorated as Fellow NSE watching with

keen interest, {right), iv Mrs. Kupolokus ......

Shut SPDC flow station

Memerandum of Under-
standing (MOU) by shell

The criticised the com-
pany for refusing 1o provide
basic facilitics in the town but
the company was reopened
on Tuesday, following the
company s pledge o replace
the community's moribund
electricity generating set with
A new one

NAN learnt that the
agreemenl was reached at a
meeting convered in Porl
Harcourt at the instance of
the company with the

"'Even our colleagues in
poarer states of the federation
receive betier treatment,” he
stressed, noting that

“the provisiony available
for our members are not ad-
equale 1o titke care of current
realities.”

According o Sukuye:

“The monthly eamings of
soime pensioners siill stand at
NSOOD and N1,000,

re-opens

community youths o end

the impasse,
Meanwhile, an indigene off
the area, o pleaded

anoaymity, told NAN that a
new youth executive body
would soon be inaugurated io
replace the present one and
that the new body would be
mandated to fashion out s ocw
MOL with shell,

The youths want the new
MOU 10 inchide the

"' How can anyone survive

provision of pipe-borne
water, internal road net-
work and micro credit
scheme for indigenes of
the place.

They are also demand-
ing employment for two
indige-nes Odioma as
community liaison
officers, sand filling of the
wown and the building of
embank-ment at the com-
munity’s shoreling 1o
prevent erosion as well as
award of scholarship to
indigenes

Pensioners kick against govt neglect

ing double standards, by
paying the ar-

o that, within the
realities of the moment™

He also noted that,
‘umaong other things, the Riv-
ers State Government has
fuiled 1o pay the 30 per cent
and 142 per cenl harmonisa-
Lon arrears, amounting o
N5 billion"

Sukuye accused llw Riv-
rTS (;uu:mmnnl of * q!.'l’ll‘

rears of recently retined per-
ent secretaries.

"Without hesitation, we
call for the scrapping of the
Federal Pension Office in
the state, as it has not helped
the plight of pensioners.

"' Rather, it has compli-
cated their case,” he
stressed.

Estate developers charged on fundmg

The second vice

efforts at housing dclwery

source for housing devel
ment funds from the capnlal
arket ro boost housing
delivery in the country.

president of the

Mr. Emeka Onuoha, who
gave the charge at a press
conference in Lagos on
Tuesday, remarked that the
N5 million loans being
given by the federal
morigage bank (0}
developers was grossly
inadequate to meet the

. housing needs of the people

He said that such loans
were only being used to
build luxurious apariments
by o few individuals who
had access to it, to the
detriment of the masses.

He called for the
consolidation of
the real estate sector o
complement go-vernmeni's

saying that g

yet 1o fulfil its promise u!‘
delivering 75,000 low cost
housing to the people

“The small real estate
developers should liaise
with the bigger ones 1o be
dyna-mic and remain
relevant in the sector™ he
said, adding that the
commaon practice of wanting
to do it alone would not help
the scctor.

He remarked that the
development of the housing
sector would go a long way
to increase business op-
portunity, particularly in the
insurance industry.

Onuoha acknowledged
the high cost of land and

other housing transactions in
Lagos state which, he blamed,
on imultiple taxes, but said that
such taxes were introduced to
enable the state government
meeet its statutory obligation o
thecitizens.

He, therefore, urged the
federal government to give
more funds to the state 1o
enable it maintain the federl
structure left behind after the
movement of the former
federul capital.

Onuoha said that the
annual  John Ekpeyong
memarial lecture, insititn-ed
in honour of the first president
of the institution, would hold

on January 31 at the
Metropalitan club in Lagos
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Minister of commerce, Ambassador A ldris me

with the wdviser o

divewsving special
the Prevident and chicf executive of the Nigeria Export Promotion Council (NEPC), Mrs. Modupe

NEFC in

hief Cieorge Opara, a
Lagos based legal
practitioner  has
ed a NI billion suit
against UACN Property.
Development Company Ple
over an alleged trespass and
forced ejection for about &
month from his chambers.
The lawyer is also secking
an injunciton re
UACN Property Deve-
lopment Company Ple and
UPCC Hotels Limited as well
as their agents or privies from
further acts of trespass pen-
ding the determinathon of the
suit.

The plintiff explained that

b was led into possession of

premises by his lundlord,
| FESTAC"TT Hotels Plc but
| before the pversary of his
tenancy from h landlord, he

Savare fleft) at the apening af a ane-day seminar on export develapment strategies arganived by the
| NEPC in Lages..recently

T

0, 2S5

' SMEDAN seeks support of dev
partners, NGOs

wrector general, Small
| nd Medium
Enterpriscs

| Development Agency of
' Nigeria (SMEDAN) Mrs
Modupe  Adelaja  has
solicited support  from
development parmers, donor
agencies and other non-
govermmental organisations
(NGOs) in the development
of small and medium
enlerprises (SMEs) in the
country

Mrs. Adelaja made the

| From Hamisu Muhammad,
Reporter (Buiness) |
environment for MSME
activitics, help stimulate/
foster MSME
competitivencss globally.

“On the aggregate, help
Nigerian MSME achieve
improve returns to their
efforts™.

She alpo revealed that
about seven targets hive been
set 1o meet SMEs needs in the
coumhylhmgm:; uhn:h

Project (UNDP) Dr. David
Tommy said UNDP is ready
o continue participating in
activities of the agency to
carry oul its services
successfully,

Dr. Tommy said it is high
ume for the SMEDAN 10
change the mindset of

Nigerians o start

partronising  “made in

Nigeria™ products.
According  to him,

provided that the locally
made products are not

pn:mmzcd hy the local |

is hardly for

Lawyer slams N1bn suit0 on UACN

i Adeclanwa Ba

receive a purported quit
notice.

He said that he received
another notice on 28'h
Febuary 2002 stating that
UACN Property
Development Co. Ple
bought the premises and
directed him 1o vacate the
premises,

In a 2K-paragraph
statement of elaim, the
Plaintiil said that afer he
and other tenants filled a
suit (not the present suit)
the defendants brought
armed mobile policemen
and some private security
men who prevented the
plainiiff’ from gaining
entrance into the premises
from 13 August to 90

'GM posts weaker fourth-

quarter profit

encral Motors
Corporation  on
Wednesday posted

weaker  fourth-quarter
eamings due to growing U S,
health-care costs and bigger
losses from its F.Iil'npolll
automotive ions.

GM, the world's largest
automaker, said its net
camings including one-timg
items fell to $630 million, or
S1.11 per share, from §1

| hillion, or $2.13 per sharc, in
the fourth quarter of 2003,

Excluding one-time items,
GM camed 3569 million, or
5101 per share. Analysts had
expecied GM earnings,
| before one-time items, of 92

operations u profit
of 5235 million in the
l'wgh quarter, down from
on previously,

E-r ngs from GM's
finuncial serVices unit
GMAC fell 1o 5611 million
from  $630  million
previously,

September 2002.

Within these period, the
pluintiff claimed that he
suttered losses and damages,

The plaintiflT who claimed
that many of his clients have
deserted him described the
section of the defendants as
illegal, unlawful and amonnity
o forcible ejection

He informed the court thay
during this period he would not
gain success to his chambers
and conduct legal material 1o
conduct cases of his clients in

.

called at a special pas :::L‘;i; s g g of v mwd |
in honour of the o yiciing MSMES, targeting  He commended the agency |
?mwzl\.:ummm youth, women and ather  on its efforts of hanmonizing
yescy I ADEA, disadvantaged groups and  jis programs in such a
She said the quest for oo guahank, that ordinary Nigerians
developing sirateglos forthe oy 00y include, henefits a lot.
success of SMEs in Nigeria  go clopment of national  On its part, the team Jeader,
is a collective ane which g5ie, on MSMES, creating pro-poor growth team of the
needs financial and WO new busines I for | i
supparts especially from oo oo govemmentas  Development  (DFID)
‘i“"\"l"l“‘;!_ partagrs; pep, ell s fotul development of - British r-fish Commission,
SM;IW’ iing. o Eh the SMEs sub sectors. Mrs. Mavis Owusu-Gyamfi
MEDAN came infobeing 0 poiponding, the cointry said effors need o be made
’“"_““I‘"‘ the growth and oo contative,  United gy providing legal protection
development of the Micro, woional Doy clopment o the SMEs in the country.
Small  and  Medium E R
Enerprives (MSME) in | NAGAFF advises freight
Nigeria to levels compamble
with of  newly

those

court and ull p of court
were no longer served on him

The Lawyer lamented that
several briefs were taken awn
fronm hinn by his elient who felt
frustrated thereby depriving |
him of means of individuals in
which he plunge into financial
destructson and had 1o rely on
the good will of friends and
well wishers which was soon
exhausted.

When the matter was called

g countrics, in a
market fnendly environment.
She said “we can not do it
| alone, We need your support™
| adding that MSME are a
large part of the private
sectors, and & major sources
| of innovation and job
| creation as the experience of
| many countries have shown.
| She stressed that, part of
| the SMEDAN
1 rclpnmibdlilin 6 to create a

| forwarders on Customs duty

he National
Association of
Government

Approved Freight
Forwanders (NAGAFF) has
advised practicing freight
forwarders to continue 1o
make genuine declarations
for purpose of custom duty.

This advice is coming on
the heels of the interventions
by the Federal Operations
Unit of the Nigeria Customs

Service (NGOs) aver cleared
containers and general cargo
through the seaports and
approved border stations.
According to Chidiebere
Enclamah, NAGAFF'S
national publicity secretary,
this process can casily be
sccomplished by freight
if only they can
compel the imporiers to
hai the parking st of
their imported items 1o the

for hearing Wednesd, Im’ore
Justice Adesanya, the IIV)‘U
for UACN told the court that |
they are yet to comply with new
rules of court which gives them
a maximum of 42 days 1o file
their response funther hus been
I‘:nd for 16™ Febuary, this

NAPEP, Dangote group
offer jobs to 9,250 youths

National Poverty
Eradication
Programme

(NAPEF), in collaboration
with the Dangote Group of
Companies, is to offer job

ities to 9,250

benefitiag from the scheme.

He noted that NAPEP had

entered into partnership with

Globacom, n  mobile

telecommunications operator,

to  crepte  employment
ities for youths

| cents per o
‘m survey by Heuters
Estimates.

The automaker recorded
several one-time items in the
fourth quarter of 2004 that
resulted in a net gain of $61
million, or 10 cents per share.
Included in that was a gain on
GM's stake in XM Satellite
Radio Holdings
[ncorporation and the write-

down of its stake in haly's |
Fimt Avtn (FIAMI) aswellas |

two of GM's U.S. vehicle

asserobly plants.

Sales rose 10 $51.3 billion
from S48.8 billion.

GM’s automotive

uumplom youths across
the country.

Kaduna  State
coordinator of NAPEP;
Adhaji Musa Zubain, made
this known when officials
of the state office of

in the

tuhmru said 437 sewing
d by NAPEP

Sarumi, Agu,
others bag maritim

bout |4 prominent

Nigerians and firms

who have
distinguished themselves in
| Nigena's fledgling maritime
| industry were recently
honoured in Lagos.

The coveted awand of chiel
exceutive of the year was
conferred on Aare Adebuyo
Sarumi, the managing
director of the Nigerian Ports
Authority (NPA) while
Ze<nith bank Ple clinched the
award of best maritime
expansion bank (2004). The
bank excelled in Impon Duty
collection as well as its
interest  in  Cubotage

inthe state would b distributed
to some unemployed school
leavers ol highly subsidised
rales.

He stated that NAPEP had so

The awand ceremony 15 the
first to be organised by the
International  Maritime
Publications lid. Publishers

NAPEP paid a courtesy : of the fnternational Maritime
visit to the governor [arspent morc than N2 million | fyge (1),

Ahmed Makarfi on ©On the vesico vaginal fi Chief  Sarumi.  was
Monday in Kaduna (VVF) centre in Zaria o uplift | honoured by the IMD for the
Zubair said prospective the quality of life of its inmates. preat turn-around which he
Fiinries of the sk t'r:ﬂ-‘mmwlﬂ'mul-‘dmlhﬂ | achicved at the 50-year old
state g to in just one year

mxm‘;:; t'omplmm:ut the cfforts af | of his tenure # ?
NS.000 at the cad af every NAPEP in the provision nr’ In adchlum. Chief Sarumi,

BLEVERY. . socinl and ly regarded by indus-

| tnrqnnlnnu a Technoserat

month, with Kaduna State

VVF patients.

Zeluth Bank,
maritime award

in the hu;men ol‘ slnpplns
anid

He advised freight
forwarders to ensure that
form sale 123/124. are
properly filled and endorsed
by the importens 1o the freight

effort aimed at qulrhS:ull\g
the growih and ds

forwarders for the purpose of
Customs functions.

of Nigeria's marilime

industry.
Other also honoured at the
ceremony which took place
at the Lagoon Restsurant in
Victoria Island include
Architect Ferdinand Agu, the
director ;encrll ol’ Ihl.
Natioal b

The imy of this
exercise, he said cannot be
over emphasized as
undeclared cargo formally
entered in the form C2010
cannot be said has been self
assessed and paid.

He added that by so doing
the safety of the Cargo from

(NMA) who got a Special
Achievement Award; the
executive chairman of the
Joint Maritime Labour
Indus=irial Council
(JOMALIC) Alhaji Tijani
Ramalan who also got a
Special Award and Alhaji

M.AL. Ajala who lifted the |

trophy as the Most
Outstanding Port Manager in
2004,

Other’s include Olisa
Agbakoba & Associmies;
Twin Deck Maritime
Services and Other Maersk
Line Nigeria Lid while
Honourable Tony  lu

Custom Id have
been secured as well as the
license of the freight
forwarders be protection
from undue disciplinary
actions including dismissal.

It would be recalled that
lasi year alone, no fewer than
500 Customs Officers were
fired even as goods estimated
at NT.1 billion were seized

including over 720 motor |

vehicle which are being

auctioned by the Nigerian

Custom Service,
According  to him,

practicing freight fi

must ensure that ledan

i are physicall

. won
the Freight Forwarder of the |

Youe

examined to asceriy
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Cowbell Milk in conjunction with the Joint Admissions and Matriculation Board (JAMB) is offering 30 scholarship
awards 10 selected candidates with outstanding performances in JAMB examinations. The best 20 candidates in the
Universities Matriculation Exam (UME) will receive N100,000 each while the best 10 candidates in the
Monotechnics, Polytechnics and Colleges of Education Exam (MPCE) will also receive N100,000 each.

The following candidates are the beneficiaries of the 20042005 Cowbell-JAMB Scholarship Awards.

UNIVERSITIES MATRICULATION EXAMINATION CATEGORY

NAME SCORE COURSE/UNIVEACULTY AT (-t
. MICHAEL KOGBE SUNDAY 3 INSURANCE/LAG/ADMI r—'
il =l
|
| IS

1
2. AHMED ADEDAYO ADEDEN BANKING/OOUADMIN

3. PEACE USANG AGWO FISHERIES/UYO/AGRIC |

4. JUBRIL OLAYINKA ANIMASHAUN AGRICALOAGRIC

5. CELESTINE CHIBONNA EZEAMA 305 ENG/NAL/ARTS HMN

6, NDUBISI FRANK EZIRIM ENG/ABADANARTSHMN - 00 /LS HrWﬁF}LPEF‘S U
7. EBIKABOERE B.EH. QKIDI HEALTH E/BENEDUCATION ——

B, MARYAM KYANA GARBA GEOG/ABUEDUCATION

9, CHUKWUEMEKA ONYEKERE OKORO EELECTLAGENGTECH/ENV.

10, OLUGBENGA OLUDARE LADENORI PETROLABD/ENGTECH/ENV.

11, ETEBOM AKANOTUK AKPAN ] CIV. LAWUYOILAW

12, SISAMITO CLAUDIUS ENEGESI LAW/BENLAW

13. ONYEDIKACHI CHIOMA ENEH M.B.B.S/PHCMEDICINE

14, CHUKWUEBUKA IRENE ENEH M.B.BS/PHCMEDICINE

15. SUJO OLUWALOLOLA AKONI ZOOLOGYIBID/SCIENCES

16, EYELADE OLUDAMILOLA DAVID GEOLOGY/BIVSCIENCES

17. HELEN IFEOMA DAIKE GEOGLAGSOC. SC.

18. OLUWASEUN JOE OLAYINKA

19. CHIDINMA GRACE ANGELA DIKE
20, MADUEKWE CHINYERE NKEM

S¥ES

L3 R 8

ABAYOMI OBAFEMI BANJOKO

1 MUNIYETU OMOSHOKE OGWEDA

3. AKINDELE MUYIN A. ODUNM

4. VICTOR OKON OKPO

5. OBINNA CHUKWUMA ONUOHA

6. UCHE KENNEDY OHAEGBULAM

7. VINCENT CHIBUEZE GEN. AGRIC. | FEDAGRIC-ISH

8. CHIEDU SUNDAY OKEKE AGRIC SCL/ATAPOLY

9 IYAOMIYE OMOJOGUNOLA DENNIS BANK&FIN - OSUNTECH

10 ABIODUN EABIDAPO OGUNDANA 2 BANK.&FIN. FEDPOADO
The awards ceremony will hold on Tuesday January 25, 2005 st Lagos Sheraton Hotel and Towers, Ikeja ot 11:00am and
admission is stricily by invitation. All scholarship award beneficiaries have been contacted in writing. They are required to amve
Lagos Alrport Hotel, Ikeja on Monday January 24, 2008, as from 11.00am where sccommodation has been reserved for them and
their escorts (only one parent - cither father, mother or guardian is required to escort each candidate). Award beneficiarics should come
along with ariginal copies of their JAMB exam notification slip and/or print out of JAMB on-line result. For funher enquiries, please
contact Joy (08023127628) or Donald (08023696 111), or call (11-4979645, 4934628, and 4978003,

Healthy and Nutritious Cowbell Milk not only gives you mental and physical vitality, it can also help you realize your dreams.

COWBELL MAKES YOUR LIFE BETTER!
Drink Cowbell Milk and study hard.
YOUR FUTURE, OUR MILK
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Girn, Abduikaudiy Kure of Niger Stute

Association commends Kure over IBB varsity

he Alumni Associa
tion College of Edu
cation, Minna, has

commended the administra-
tion of governor Abdulkadie
‘Kure in Niger State for re-
naming of the state’s college
of education as the [hrahim
Habangida University in or-
der 1o open up vast educa-
tional opportunities for indi-
genes of the state and encour-
age discovery of special tal-
ent,

President College
of Education Minna, who is
\also the Ajiyan Minna, Dr.
with our correspondent re-
cently in Lagos, said that the

20, 2005

Daily Trust

administration’s recent re- i
Fmg"‘“ﬂ | msvwmﬂuruananl .
= g | Airport, espe- | €
(Ligos) cinlly creating the opportunity | |
a5 well as the initiative efforts  for direct flight 1o Saudi Ara-
of the dynamic provost of the  bia, and the re-packaging of |
institution, professor Ibrahim  the pilgrims” camp.
Kolo and his ad “It is that pil- |
team. rims, unlike in the past, will |

He, however; implored
the students 1o be of good
behaviour and exhibit unbri-
dled commitment u| the pur-

no longer have to face the
uphill sk of getting clear
assurances on issues of secu-
rity, effective pllminu anid |

suit of their acad chreer,
Similarly, the Alumni as-
sociation also commended

Ogun awards scholarship to 50 indigenes i

gun State govern

governor deserved the much
desired encomiums. P":':“ has ""'ﬂ
He said that the university, mSﬂi’! "'m ol the
when fully operational, will | o050 study in various uni-
not only be of conventionsl | yeryities in the United King-
status, it shall equally bepro- | gom
in such a way as to The chairman, Ogun State
dirccily influence the social, llumm Capital Development
d cultural devel- who
opment of the state. u also the vice-chancellor of
According 1o the Ajiyan | the Olabsis Onabanjo Univer-
Minga, the governor's action | sity (OOLU) Ago-Twoye, Pro-

With @ rarc opportunity as o
Fallowt of he 21" century o
entation, which particulirly
stipulated the invalvernent of
science and technology in
human growth and develop-
menl.

He stressed that the 1BH
University had not only be-
come a reality, if had equally

fessor Alalabi Soyode, ex-
pluined that the beneficiaries
were picked on merit out of
the 351 applications received.
Prof. Soyode, who pre
scnted the first batch of the
beneficiaries numbering 19 10
the state executive council in
Abcokuta recentty said the 50
beneliciaries would undergo
studies in information tech-

hajj opurnunn Dr llyesu |
Dhecko said.

Kayode Ajibola

meagre resource of the state
and expressed the hope that
the beneficiaries would come
back 1o join the efforts of
building the state.

Otunba Daniel, who
commended members of the
Ogun State  Human Capital
Development Programme |
Commitiee for job well done

" Higher Education This Week

By Dr. Isanc N, Obasi, zlkobnsi@ynhm com |
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conmnitien Tecturers do nat hide under the

and their kg lity in the
solection process, described
the beéneficiaries as highly
distinguished citizens of the
stale,

Earlier, the HIPACT co-
ordinator of Nigeria, Mr lan
Baurd expressed sausfaction

of Ihr reinesters !c! L.mw how m—mx are going. This
i omz way o ensire, thal the ncademic calendar iy

sirictly w by both stail and students

Tt witnessod soch hejgh level moniioring st the Unl-
wersity of Botswana by a Deputy VI { Academics)
Iimneli. This ssslly scrds the: right signals 1o some
lecturers who are inclined to play sround with sni-
dhents” future.

Aguin while fectizrens arv froc to Mllmr

Joined the gmu\.mgnmuhﬂ ""10!0' for management, mi- = with the |Imrm|l|:hnns o | ki Iiﬂllhuﬂnmﬂﬂ
of state-owned insti _..1 e hibited by the !
higher leaming springing up cation tech b fies.
in different states of the  fed- Htuk‘bdﬂ\ll some of the He said HIPACT has the
eration to facilitste develop-  beneficiries would also un-  Philosophy of combining
ment. dergn courses such as sustain.  education with development
Tlu'Ahnnm Association, | able agriculture lnd business and expressed optimism that
ot L the progr would be sus-
of Northumbia, Coventryand ~ tai
Central Lanceshire all in All the S0 beneficiaries
United Kingdom. were graduates either with
Responding, the Ogun  finst class or second class up-
state governor, Otunba per degree




he National Associa
vion of Nigeria Stodent
~%- (NANS) has accuscd

President Olusegun

NANS accuses Obasanjo
over PDP crisis

_m[_[_ =2 - |
Sentor Reporier

their confissions

;l')hn.uniu af indi
the problems currenily be-
devilling the ruling Peoples
Iemocratic Party (PIDP).

“Starting from the
| Anambra crisis o the recent
| fnce-off between Audy-
i(_lgb:h and Obasanjo, it is
|obvious that there is every
|need to condemn Obasanjo’s
coup against democracy,” the
association maintuined in a
recent peess statement signed
bry atn vioe-president (national
affairs), Olayemi Success
Oguntimehin

“Perhaps be (Obasanjo)
did not known who hard it
was for Nigerians o pet de-

The de-
seribed the curment problem
rocking the PP leading 1o
the resignation of Audu
Ohgbe as its natonal chairman
=5 “questionable,” believing
that the sicp 1o probe him
muised the bigger question,
and querying why the probe
waited if Ogheh had been dis-
covered to be cormapt since

“The rocent drma in PDP
huan become o matter for con-
cern to Nigenan studeots be-
came it is & theeat bo our hand-
eamed democracy, and theee
is every nced for every
stukeholder in Nigeria's de-
mocracy to do everything
possible to check mate the

Daily

mocracy,” fing toit, the  gladi atthe

A id 30 1o G 1o » ey o | Prevident (Musegun (hasonjs
only thing the PP &
ernor Chris Nygige and Chris b\.rmwydcmlojmcde Prlmary
Ul bly wnes st 1o send the two  mocracy, the sssociation pos- 2
of them out of his ofice after ited. okoto Simte Govern

Kogi versity lecturers
threaten strike

he Academic Stafl Un
ion of Kogi Sue Uni
versity al Anyigha has
listed o five-point demand,
which it says must be ad-
dressed by the authoritics to
save the institution from col-

In a stalement today in
|Lokoja, the staff said aca-
demcsmn in the univer-
ity was miscrable snd that
courses in the university
|might not be aceredited by
|the National Universitics

NUC acoreditation team on

ment has established o
23man committee,
headed by Alhaji Bello
Dogon-Daji, a former minister
of state for education, to re-

the way, the aty could
boast of only three profes-
203, 10 singhe associgle pro-
fessor and just seven siafl
with PhD), in its 27 depart.

UNN'szaﬂgét

he University o

Frust

Attabirg Bafarawa inougu-

members include education

20, 2005

school system for shake-up

tee would provide lacts on|

rated the commitice in Sokoto  commissioner Usman Jumaide  the pumber of primary
on Monday, tiskingittopro-  and  Alhaji  Hamzat  schools, school-age pupils
vide dependnble statistics on - Gwadnbawn, perminent see.  and the cost of repairing pri-
key aspects of primary edu-  retary in the ministry, as well  mary school structures. It
cathon s traditional rlers, would alse determine addi-
The s other Haf sl the commit-  tional stroctures requined, the
computer ownership scheme | s
p rials needed and banic -

delivery of computers and

C son (NUC), il urgent

|mentation of annual incre-
ments, s well as the lack of
stall trabming and research,
Signed by the branch
Chairman of the Academic
Staff Union, Mr Slunl
Mumaoh, the stafT th

inenta genia, Enugu campus,  peripherals of their cholee,

. has flagged off a com- Such members of st
m;mu:ltu;‘:m‘ puter ownership scheme for  would be required 1o make
fessor in each WF:. stafl, says Prof. Bede Ibe, the  instalmental  payments,
‘adding that the | also | deputy vicechancollor. Ihe  spread over a convenical pe-
received meager salarics, siiid at the occasion that un. 104, be said. .
when compared 1o what lec- | 967 the benefi- According to l?c:' he
turcrs were paid in other uni- | Ciarics at the Enugu and scheme is the LINN's way of
versities. Nk 1 would take ing stafl and their

familics to join the rest of the
workd in the New Knowledge

Students plead for
release of colleagues

10 go on strike in two weeks i
the university’s sennte and
wither relevant auth

ntional A i w0 the sl g the
Nul’ Osun State Sty police snd the edueation min-

dents (NAOSS) has  istry.
appealed 1o the governmest Property, valued at mil-
1o facilitate the release of 20 lions of Nairawere Jost in that
detained students. The stu-  demonstration, which oc-
dents were arrested bt week  curmed a1 Okuku, the home
durning the violent protests st town of Gov. Olagunsoye
the headquarters of Odo-otin -~ Oyinlola, The students were
Local 5 i g the council’s de-
i Ok, Iay in pnymu their 20042005

Ina lmrr !Ignﬂd by the  bursary

1, Mr

stukeholders failed to inter-
vene,
Memoh said that with the

[howhim Dieis af Kagf Staw.

| permittod by Taw

Ihh]uh}\“mmﬂr i secre- dl
tary. Mr Ben Oyewunmi the |
associntion condemned the
unfortunate incident. The as-
sociation pledged to ensure
that such incident did o
cur anywhere in the sta
agin

According to  the |
MNAOSS, students have n |
constitutuwmnal wnd
cal nght 1o protest bat they
mtil not exceed the bmits |

It soiid efTorts mude by the

WOGUIVDs | o

Economy.

“Computer skill has be-
come indispensable in every
sphere of life, so we do not
want our stafT to be left be-
hind.”

He asked members of stafl
“10 avail themselves of this
novel opportunity t scquine

and ac -

an M;Phﬂnded by Zinox
Technologies 1o encourage
PC penetration in the coun-
try,” he explained. In her com-
ments af the occasion, Mrs

ticy on teschers in the 23 fo-
cal councils in terms of sex, |
qualifications and
specialisations. |

According 10 the gover-|

Vivian Abii, M\c dires- | o “ltis to advike uson Bow |
tor of Computerize Nigeria, | tnave the primary edu- |
said the § wis L b o S andd]
T |
Zinox"s contribution to the denirii the bbb

growth of the knowledge
base of Nigerians

Tt would alsa help to build
a computer literate society,
she added, poting that: “The
burden of financing the pro-
gramme in 4 short-term fi-
nance based economy like
ours, is o task the firm has to
undertake us 8 social respon-
wbility,”

Rhnm:uwd!lwl her oe-

would train the

and 1o use them (o emy
themselves to be more pro-
ductive”

The scheme was pack-
Ignl by C omputetize ngl.‘lll.

ies on p
application a1 homes and in
offices, "o ensure that they
derive the full benefits of the
scheme™,

employed, suitably qualified
teachers, appropriate modes |
of training and re-training.” |

The committee shall de- |
termine the efficacy of the two |
tewcher training institutions |
in the state, he said, It would |
assess the modes of school |
inspection and assess the
programmes of the Shehu |
Shigan College of Education,
Sokoto,

"The committee should
determine these and any
ather action that may improve
the general education sector
of the state,” Bafanwa added.

Oyinlola promises qualitative free education

1 sun governor, Prince
Dlagunsoye
1 Oyinlola has prom-

incd 10 hack state’s free

" | education programme with

ate teschers and basic

netivitics, lined wp o mark the
Sth anniversary of free edu-
thon in then Wesiern Ni-
3 in (sogbo on Monday,
saicd his administru-
tinn had concluded armnge-

Chyie

provision of basic facilities,
such as comformble class-
rogsms, would provide a con-
ducive leaming and toaching
envirmmen!

Oyinlola, who was repre
sented by his Chief Press
Secrctary, Mr Lasia Olagunju,
satd pupils and teachers
shuuld be equipped with the
relevant toaly, such as bouks
ahid tesching

According i
hu
of “free cilucation™ bkl

< backed with the pro-

b

enough 1

%

slogan

vision of busie infrastructure
hat would enhance learning

He said being a product
of Awo's free education pro-
gramme, mtioduced oo Jan
17, 1955, he believed in
Awaism and recognised the
mahenable night ol every child
i cducation regardless of 1he
socio-econoimic status of his
or her purent

Oyinela sid when he
caing on board in 2003, the
sttt of edugation in the state
i the ddeals of Awetem
Pl ative education that

Papa Awolowo stood for,
which he introduced in 1935, |

Orvinlola said his admin-|
istration decided to reeall |
of
socked by his predecessor in

thousands teachers., |
office, to strengthen stalfing
position in public schools.
He said he wis satbsfied
with students” perfonmance i
public schools in ibe las ooe
year, saying that a remarkabile
Emprovement wiss recoeded |
all the extermud s interol
xRt @ i




or the people of Shani
local government arca
in  Hormo  State,
Minwars festival, held annu-
uily, is not only a centuries-old
tradition, but an opportunity 1o
meet social expectations. The
feestival, therefore, has multidi-
mensional significance.
Shani, which lies in South-
em Borno between Guyuk and
Biu local government areas of
Adamawa and Bomo Stakes re-
ceptively, recently played host
1o numerous people including
past military administrators of
Bomo state, past and present

| From lsa Umar Gusau,
who was in Shani

a member of the Shani royal
family, who are the custodians
of the tradition, Alhaji Zubaini
Maina, the Bomo state com-
missioner for local govem-
mients and chieftaincy affairs,
is nbout unity and celebmtion
of good agricultural harvest
usunlly done at the end of the
year, “The Minwarn festival is
a unifying event for the peo-
ple of Shani essentially a1 the
end of every year-when pro-
ceeds from the farms have been

1op g @ 4, the Shani people
people from neighbouring lo-  come together in Shani around
cal governments arcas as well  the emir’s palace and com-
a5 its sons and daughters from it after some
far and near to be part of the  traditional rituals™ Maina said.
Minwara festival In ancient times, when it

A yowng woman reflecting some dancing ritaals o the festival

wus celebrated in a more tradi-

tional fshion, the festival had
s part of the rituals™ tecnng-
ers who go to the river and stay
for seven days, At the expira-
tion of the period, these chil-
dren would come ot with
songs and move in baiches,
celebrating as they walk into
the town. Then there is a ritual
which is still being practised
today, called the moon sight-
ing. There ure some traditional
title holders and elders, who
are vested with the responsi-
bility of sighting the moon.
Usually, the festival com-
mences al the end of a pro-
ceeding month. So when these
custodians of tradition sit
down in an armanged manner,
the traditional ruler woubd be-
gin 1o ask cach of them a gques-
tion as regirds the sighting of
the moon. Everyone would say
no o the sighting of the moon

as the tradition demands, until  The Ewir of Shani, LR H Alhaji Shetima Mailafiye. Iha M
| the question is put to the last  the peoplep d probl Islam and C and  of them prefer to came back
" person, wha is vested with the 10 the dodo for solutions. The  constitutional laws,” the com- home and marry." Says Fati, s
traditional power 1o announce  dodo was also engaged in the  missioner recalled. young lady in Shani.
that he has seen the moon. On  cleansing of the town, 1t usu- The 2004 Minwara festival, For Sa'idu Nasirs, a Falani,
this announcement, the whole  ally revealed those engagedin -~ which was ded by the i Y ity for
town jubilati jealings such as  BomoStats Govemor, Senator  fun. 1t is an opportunity for
people begin to sing and  witcheraft and stealing cte 1o Al Modu Sheriff, waditional social interaction, [t is an oc-
“dance. In the past, there uséd  the people. The culprit then  rulers acruss the state, top gov- - Casion for recreation affer be-

10 be an open clash between

confessed believing that a

emment officials and politi-

two adult groups who contrary act would lead to cians, was unique in its sense
whipped cach other as ong of  grave consequences such as  of purpose.
the adult groups pted to  the infli of i ble d From its
molest the young eases, | probl even  Friday, 24* 10 Sunday 26* De-
who come out from the river, death cember, the festival provided

while the other adult group
protected them . After o while,
The elders would intervene and
stop the clash. So the whole
mmosphere changed to, cel-
ehrations,” Zubair Maina nar-
rated

A significant, though now
abolished, aspect of the festi-
val, is the *dodo” system. “The
*dodo” was assumed 10 be a
spinit, which spoke 1o the peo-
ple behind a sacred rock. Thene

Within the period of the
festival, the dodo, in ancient
times, moved within the town
Such movement was regarded
s an act of cleansing the lown
of discases bad luck, infertil-
ity, among other social prob-
Jems. Thit aspect had attragted
thousands of people outside
Shani, who also came for solu-
tions to their problems, All
these have now been abol-
ishied due 10 the prevalence of

the opportunity, not only o
the leaders of Shani to present
the people’s problems to the
govemment inline with the fes-
tival demands, but even for the
people 10 explare different op-
portumtics.

“Minwars festival provides
an opportunity for us ladies w
have suitors, sinee all our peo-
ple crme from far and near back
home, So we dress well o ar-
tract the men, we know some

ing fatigued by work.”

But Bala Danganga, &
drummer, holds an economic
view,
“As people take stock of
their agricultural harvest, we
et our money during Minwara
festival, We play music or beat
drum for people who cut across
all the age groups to dance. As
ihey dance we get maney from
spraying or they pay us for the
music, So the festival is a
source of income for us™
Danganga revealed.

The same opporiunitics
seemed sought by royal drum-
mers and the emir’s guards, as
one of them was scen lument-



| SRR —" -y

g around the emir’s palace
& “you people would not come
md let’s start drumming, yet
wou will lter compliin that we
& ot get money afler visi-
s have lefl”

Petty traders also reap a lot
of the economic benefits as
most of them reveal that they
mecord more sales during the
Sestival, due 1o the large tum-
wut of people, who converge
for the Minwara fiestival when-
ever it is held.

Elderly Mallam Sa'idu
Saggal, popularly referred to as

Hukuma', said the festival
peovides opportunities for
youths and others engaged in
pelitics to reach out 1o politi-
cal leaders whom they meet
face 1o face. He said since po-
Emcal office holders from Shani
= back home for the festival,
the political groups advance
smwtegies to make requests and
poeseni issues 10 them,

i
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While these views are up-
held differently among the
people, for the Shani emirate,
the business is simply the pres-
ervation of customs and tradi-
tions,

At n grand occasion held
at the emir's palace, series of
traditional dance thrilled the
crowd with choreographical
dance steps, traditional songs
and drimmings.

Popular Adamu
Danmaraya Jos was among
those who thrilled the growd
with his song on school teach-
ers and other songs of praise
for front row politicians. Other
stars such as Dankwairon
CGiwambe, also had their day.

Soon after these singers
had perfofmed, the traditional

if Shani people

crowid, Though the 2004 festi-
val was not attended by inter-
national lourists who engage
in the study of African culture,
which brought them to Shani
in the past, it was witnessed
by people within Bormo State
and other pants of the country,
most of whom gave cheers to
the Minwara dancers. Some
sons and daughters of Shani
among political leaders joined
the dancers who symbolised
customs and tradition

With the dance coming o
an end, the Emir of Shani,
Alhaji Shettima Mai Lafiya,
spoke to the people in line with
the rites of the festival, “Please
endeavour 1o kieep the society
clean, endeavour (o accond so
much to the 2005

Minwars dancers matched out
ina long que comprising young
Iadies holding calabash,
women with pots on their
heads, while elderly men and

census exercise. | urge you to
inerease your efforts in farm-
ing." The emir admonished his
people.

‘While passing a request 1o

women were led by asymbolic  the Bomo State government,
representative of the emir, who  the Emir called on the state
colourfully came out dancing  govemment for the construc-
1o the excitement of the crowd.  tion urlwdn m! Illcpmvmun
D ibing the med of I o
Minwara dancers, Zubairu Shnm people. He also com-
Maina, said “those ladies car-  plained that his territory was
rying ropes and calabash  lacking tel fa-

potray ladies without marital
vows, Those carrying clay
pots on their heads reflect
those women married, the
YOUng men carrying arrows
reflect those not married, and
showing heroism of being war-
nors. Then, the elderly men and
women indicate that the soci-
ety is being guided by clders,
while the representative of the
emir shows the emir's involve-
nsent in the affairs of the com-
munity. The whole thing is
ahout unity of purpose.”

Like the term, Minwara, im-
plics “let us cclebrate,” the
Minwara dancers thrilled the

h tllﬂfldl: ‘-ﬂll:v-I daniy,

cilities.

Governor Ali Modu Sher-
i, who was the special guest
of honour at the Saturday De-
cember 25" event of the
Minwara festival, pledged o
address the enumerted prob-
lems while he called for conti-
nuity in the preservation of the
festival

The 2004 Minwar festival,
was indeed a celebration of
unity and cultural prescrvation
amidst the exploration of dif-
ferent opportunities, thus con-
firming the position of the fes-
tival, a pride to the people of
Shani

Ao
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Central Bdﬁk of Nigeria

The Board of Directors, Management and Staff of the
Central Bank of Nigeria share the grief and mourn with our
former Deputy Governor and a former Minister of Finance

over the loss of his dear wife -
Mrs. Augusta Usman (nee Aleyideino)

MRS. AUGUSTA USMAN

(Nee Aleyideino)
November, 1948 - January, 2005

Management
Central Bank of Nigeria

I_ Funeral Arrangements

who departed this world on January 15th, 2005

Funeral e

Hekan Church

Katsina Road, Kaduna
Thursday, 20th January 2005
Time: 3.00 pm

Body leaves Airforce Base Mortuary
Kaduna for Numan, Adomawa State
Friday, 21st January 2005

Time: 6.00 am

Wake Keeping

No. 1 Aleyideino Road
Numan

Friday, 21st Janvary 2005
Time: 4.pm

Fun

Lutheran Church of Christ in Nigeria
(LCCN) Cathedral

Numan

Saturday, 22nd January 2005
Time: 9.00 am

Internment
Christian Burial Ground

Numan, Adamawa State




n Cbasanjo on pet:
‘murcc s, Dr. R
man is to serve as pro-

chancellor and chairman ol
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NSU gets fifteen-
member Governing

Thr Nosarawa state
constituted a fifteen-
member governing council
for the smoath running of its
affairs

The council has been
approved by the Govemor,
Alh. Abdullshi Adamu, and
15 expected 1o start work after
the inauguration soon.

The council has his Royal
Highriess, Alh.Chindo Yamu-
sa 1l, Emir of Keili as
chancellor while former
adviser to President Oluse-

anu

council.

Other members of the
council include the Vice
Chancellor, Professor Adamu
Baike, the Deputy Vice
Chancellor as well as four
representatives of the
university's Senate namely;
Professor Zaynab Alkali,
Professor (Mrs.) Y.W, Udoh,
Dr. Ibrahim Shuaibu and Alh
A5/ Modibo, Professor
Igijola representing the
university congregation in
the council while government
appainiees ure Alh, Kusimu
Idris, Mr. Elias Orume
Adolewe, Bishop Matthew
Ishaya Audu and Mr. Joseph
Envuladu. Also drafled into
are  one

Justice

Meanwhile, the univer-
sity has formally signed o
N112 million agreement with
a private firm, Alayo-
AMARRC Consortium, for
the construction and furni-
shing of a 1000 seat Audiio-
rium.

Speaking at the occasion,
the Vice Chancellor, Prof,
Adamu Baikie, said he was
confident of a positive out-
come of the agreement in
view of the company's

Council

From Benjamin Auta,
Crime Reporter (Abwja)

professional pedigree in
the execution of projects.
He said the down
payment by the university
of NI0 million first
installments as part of an
agreement  with
Consortium  will be
effected within 24 months.
Prof. Baikie,
said that the armangement
was the first of its kind,
saying that the dream of
having the audilorium was
about to come to fruition
He also expressed the
hope that pledges made by
bath parties would extend
beyond signing of papers

The university's
physical planning unil has
already allocated the

temporury football pitch at
the heart of the main
campus a5 the site for the
multi-purpose auditorium
complex.

The company has since
muoblised to site.

the |

further |
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Minister of Eduction, Professor Fabian Dnr,il

Trust

National Open Polytechnic underway

federal
:uwnuunu has
announced plans to

establish \’:l:ulﬂi Open
Polytechinic and

From Uthman Abubakar,
Senior Reporter {Abufa)
the

Welc(-mmg new
th

lipm School to broaden
the scope of the education
system in the country,
The Minister of Edu-
cation, Professor Fabian
Osuji, announced in Abuja
on Tuesday that the new
institutions would be a
follow up to the National
Open University already in
nrmaunn in the country.

ICAN visits
Nasarawa varsity

As part of its enlightenment
campaign to the students of
tertiary institutions who
aspire to become chartered
sccountants, the publication
of enlighten unit of the
Institute of Chartered Ac-
countants of Nigeria (ICAN)
has visited Nasarmwa State
University.

The campaign feam
leader, Mr. Zubairu Abdul-
Tahi, said their mission at the
university was as a result of
its g rowing re-pulation and
its proximity o the national
capital as well as 1o assess
and prepare ground for
nccreditation of its accoun-
WACY COnrses.

Mr. Zubairu told the Vice-
Chuitegluos, Professor Adariu

From Salaudeen Ozigl
Reporter, Abwja.
Baike that the Institute is
not an exclusive preserve
of accountants as every-
body is entitled 1o enroll
and pursue his desire o
become & chartered ac-
countant once he meets the

requirements of [CAN

Responding, the Vice-
Chancellor said he felt
elated to receive the team
in his office, underscoring
the institute’s reputation for
stundards and quality.

The five-man campaign
team later met and in-
teracted with students of
the Pyanku Campus of the
University,

president of th
of Learning (COL) in an
official visit 1o Nigeria, Sir
John Daniel, Professor Osuji
requested the COL to, there-
fore, nssist the country in that
regard whenever it was 1o

Distance Learning (RETRI-

DAL) of West Afinca based
in Nigeria to regional office
of the COL for the sub-
region, believing that the
decision would strengthen
the trust and confidence of
West  Africans in its

commitment 1o the realisa-
tion of the Millennium De-
velopment Gioal and Educa-
tion for all

Earlier, Sir John Daniel,
who acknowledged \Iml
Mgcﬂu wias 115

said the organization had
started planning for iis
triennial programmes and,
therefore, he was in the
country to collate its requests,
‘.apcu.llly on science and
for

blish of COL,

into the plan.

UBE to feed Primary
school puplls

implement its strategic plans
for the institutions in order to
broaden the scope of open and
distance learning.

The minister also requested mary school I
the COL president 1o consider P“.“ I'r):sm |I‘|'|: ,E:{”b:.
the appointment of Nigerians as fod. In school Gnder a
stafl of the organization at | pow  gehool feeding
various levels that the me facil their

country participated actively in
its work, lamenting that
although the country had in-
vested over §1 million (about
N140 million), on the orga-
nization there was currently no
Nigerian working there.

“I hope that Nigerin will
soon be given the opportunity,
within he context of the
adoption of the Principle of
rotation 10 serve as a member
of the executive of the
governing board st COL where
it has been excluded for severnl
decades - since the foundation
of COL and where it continues
1o serve in the status of major
donor,” Professor Osuji express
expectation.

He also appealed to the
arganisation to mise the status
of the Ile;hml Training and
Rescarch Institute for O and

usnu:nuullun and sound
leaming for the success of
the Universal Basic
Education (UBE).

The Minister of Educa-
tion, Professor Fabian Osugji,
announced al a press brief-
ing in Abuja on Wednesday
that the school feeding
program-me, to be introdu-
ced this year by the federal
government, would be im-
plemented with the support
of the World Bank and the
World Food Programme.

According to him, the
programme, which is simed
al expediting the cradication
of illiteracy by 2015, would
be coordinated within the
context of the UBE, which
would mean that states and
local governments would

“abio have responyibilitics in

From Uth four course units on
literncy and

P ¥
el Hr;mw Abuyja) | gucation as minimum

its implementation afier its
details had been worked out
by the federal and state
governments and the World
Food Programme.

Professor Osuji said the
ministry of Agriculture at the
federal and states levels as
well as the local communi-
ties would also be involved
in the feeding because the
food items would sourced
within  the  countrty,
explaining that the feeding
would be local which
would mean Nigerian food
such garri, rice, beans,
plantain and yams, not milk
and biscuits, would be
served,

Talking on e-education
or computer education, the
minister said the National
Uni i C i

qualification in its system.

He expressed the
federal government's
comrn ment o "lKl!“ll!s L

education or computer
education this year, stating
the need for computer
education in all tertiary and
secondary schools in the
country, stressing, “that is
the way the world is going,
that is the way we will
gol!l™

He expressed President
Obasanjo’s belief that what
every Nigerian now needed
was nine years of basic
education (six for primary
and three for junmior
seconda-ry) 1o enable him
or her stand on his or her
own, saying that Nigeria
nu:dtd basic educa-tion,
not y educa-tion,

had been direcied 1o ensure
he incorporation of at least

to eradicate pou,-n, and
jenerate employment
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LONE LIVE ADAMAWA STATE!

The youths rejoice with our grest leadler,
H is Excellency, Vie President ATIKU ABU BAKAR, Turakin Adamawa
Vi President Fecleral Republic of N igeria and our Indedatigable
+ Executive Govemor of Adamawa State, MR. BONNT H ARUN A
huring this period of EID “EL-KABIR.
We pray for Allah's Blessings and G uidance for all sons and daughters of Adamawa Stated -

STRATEGIC QUTCOMES
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Invitation fo Tender
This 1 10 oy the ners pulic tat enders e hercby invited from
credible and rputable conractorsto register i Abaji Area Councilfor
the underlsted rojets:

L Construction of phase Il Abaji Township Rood with a distance of
Y 25 kilometres comprisng:

(1) 1.5k Fresh RoadSurfe Dressing
() 1.0k RehabiltationAsphait Overlying, demoliion of
eisting block wall, drainages, construction of re-inforee
concrete drainage, constretion of 600mm diameter fing
culverts and provision of reinforce conerte accessomssing
slab, ‘
2. Consructon of Adaghs Healh Clinic
3. Construction of Gawu Health Clric
| 4. Construction of Naharat Heahth Clinie

In_k-rcstcd contractors are required (o pick up teader documents on ot
afiet Monday January 24, 200 s from 12 poon i the office of the
\meum Tenders Board o0 payment of no-refundable fees of
ACO000: 5, 000:00 a0 N30, 000:00 respéctively es registration foes.

3. Tenders must be submilted in sealed envelapes marked confidetial and
addressed 10 the Secretary, Tenders Board and deposited in the Tender
Bos not laer than 3.30 pm on orbefore February 15, 205,

Terbdc‘r.\' Will not be considered unfess they are submitted in ful
complance with the conditons contained intis Natce.

The Tenders Board is not bound to acoept the Jowest tender,

NAOYTS. BIKT (MRS)
BéaD (¥ ADMIISTRATION
Il AREA
N5, BIKT (vRs)
SECRETARY
Tenders Board, Abeji Area Counci,
L

GOMBE STATE
UNIVERSITY

APPLICATION FORADMISSION INTO
I'HE REMEDIAL PROGRAMME OF

F'’HE GOMBE STATE UNIVERSITY

his is to inform interested candidates that

application forms for admission into the
Remedial Programme of the Gombe State
University are now on sale.

2. The programme is designed to prepare candidates
for admission into Degree programmes either
through direct absorption or through the University
Matriculation Examination.

3. Candidates who wish to join the programme
must have a minimum of three (3) credits and two
(2) passes in the relevant field of study:.

4. Application forms can be obtained from the
following:

i. Office of the Registrar, Gombe State University.
ii. Gombe State Ministry for Special Duties,
Higher Education and Students AfTairs, Gombe.

_ iil. Standard Trust Bank Ple. Gombe Branch.

iv. Zenith Bank Plc. Gombe Branch.

V. Guarantee Trust Bank Plc. Gombe Branch.
vi. Gombe State Liaison office, Abuja.

vii. Gombe State Liaison office, Lagos.

5. Each form is sold at the rate of six hundred naira
(N600.00), which includes the cost of the form and
Administrative charges.

6. All completed forms should be returned to:
The Registrar Gombe State University,
P.ML.B. 127, Gombe, Gombe State.

7. Closing date for submission is 2 weeks from the
date of this advert.

Signed:
Mallam Aliyu Kamara
Registrar.
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Reasons for sallah festival

uslim  faithfuls

rejoice and pray 1o

Allah to make the
Sallah a blessed one.

Muany children and adulis
patronise shops and boutique
to buy new cloths, shoes, and
other wears. The are
also happy as their sales boost
a3 o result of increase sales of
their commodity, Likewise, a
ot of Muslim travel to their
home town out of Abuja and
all over the states.

Ohmm. the advent of

By Saidat Tella (intern)

mansier of a servant owing a
due responsibility 1o his
ereator, People rushed to
prayer ground to emerge for
Eid-Kabir prayer. This prayer
of two raka’as are meant of
every Muslims of various
status, be it woman (house
wife), men, children and the
rest.

It is not the practice of
the Holy Prophet
Mnhlmmod (SAW) 10 lnd

It is not necessary for
adult Muslims to cat before
they go to the prayer ground
a8 being practised by the
Holy Prophet Mubammed
(SAW), until, after the prayer,

This sallah is nol meant
to be overjoyed by engaging
ﬂ“. I'grbi‘édiln! Acts of

son Kaseemn on the Eid day.
This wasa experience
which few will be able to
endure except the beloved
ones of Allah,

When Kazeem died, it
seemed unbearable for the

ete, Sallah is a festival of
giving glory and thanks 1o
Allah by praising him and
secking for his forgiveness,
Subhanwallahi

Eid- will be
(able to conclude that, the

His early
mmmﬂlkm
which th ds of Muslim

Allah io his faithful servants,
‘Sallab day is & day that
combines both

did not even recognise.
Sermon is delivered after the

and mntuoﬂhmu&u

\soberness. 1t is & day of

fulfilment of promise and a day
of submission to the will of the

Callah davis "

which *Iman’ will sl

‘Wallamdulillahi, Wala Hauls
Walakwats, Tiisbilla Aliyw/
Asecem; subhuana
Wabiamdih,  subhana
Alhzeem for three days after
Sallah and ll\u cach ulllh

his ram in the presence of the
congregation, Every

congregations will also go
back home their

day that prophet Ibrahim,

((Abraham) fulfilled his

has prayed to Allah (SWT) to
give him achild that will inherit
him and which will serve him
further after he might have

passed away,
Allah (SWT) bestowed
Prophet Ihrubim (AS) with 9
(blesned child named lamall,
Prophet Ibrahim revealed his
revielation 1o his loyal ehild
thal he dreamed thal he was
sluughtering him while lying
down and Prophet Ibrahim
submissively i with hix
fther maying thit be should
lah commanded
him to do,

Allah (SWT), the merciful
one, in His Infinite mercy
replaced Prophet Ismail with a
white and Prophet Tbrahim
slaughtered it.

By virtue of this, “we will
see that Allah (SWT) did not
need 1o suck blood nor eat
meat before he commandod His
capable servant to slaughter

am on tae second day of |
Arafat (Eid-il-Kabir). “t is

neither their meat nor their |
| blood that reaches Allah, but |

:r is plcly from you that
| " the Quran tells
|us.
| The sacrifice was

commanded by Allah in as |
much as one is able to buy the |
ram. The ram received for Eld- |
{il-kabir should be healthier and |
[parts of its body should as

healthier as possible, Not one

eyed nor 1,2, or 3, legged

animal.

Allah made all this as
symbol among his symbols for

» | the mankind wherein one may |

(have much good and reward
| from him. The meat from the
|ram are expected to be eaten, |
(1o feed the poor among us and
neighbours who did not

every faithful Muslims wakes |
up on Eid-il-Kabir dayin 3

individual rams . by
the name of Allah

on it. “Bismillahi Allahu

Akbar,” is to be said.

itis
used to say Allahu Akhn
Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar,
walaila [lla Allah Allahu
Akbar,

This festival is also a

year of trial for the Holy

Muhammed (SAW)

when Allah took awny His
=

ome Muslim faithfuls in

the Federal Capital

Territory (FCT) have
trooped oul to celeberate Eid-
cl-Kabir sallah in their country
homes.

Abwfa Trust observed that
Karu, Zuba and Jabi motor
parks accommodated majority
of Muslim brothers and sisters
who wanted to board their

Holy Prophet, He was ' opiores 10— various troop t '

thinklng when Alhreveed i nions, Sou

Irlnllll:d_ ns ".rilvar i an Somc °m.c'.'.[' ::“l".': 0fFCT
Thmpun Owners (NARTO)

, and to make

Wi e gnod tiding from #ho 1poke 1o Abia Trust 8. By AbauWahab DRl |

Allah “verily, we have granted Jabi park, said !.Ile park’ ' J Allkobl, Stringer (Abuja) ‘.

you a river in paradise, Activities had impi h

therefore tum in prayer 1o following the increased Abdulrahaman said

your lord and sacrifice (1o Dumber of passengers that is during the sallah he joins
board vehicles under the his members of the family to

Him Only), for he who hates
you will be cut off from

posterity and every good
things in this world and
hereafter.”

The Muslims should
therefore  use  this
opportunity of Eid-il-Kabir
celebration to put in more
effort to serve Allah and
believe in him because unto
}lim shall uvemhingrum

. = o
nummrmsmm many rams like these are tlanghtered @y exemplified when

he minister of the
Federal  Capital
Territory, Mallam

Nasir Ahmed cl-Rufai had
vow 1o protect staff of his
ministry and its parastatals
who were affected by the
current gjection exercise
being carried out by the office
of the Head of Service of the
Federation,

Mallam cl-Rufai made
this know on Tuesday while
e was receiving in audience
stafTof the ministry who were
cither forcefully thrown out
of their officially allocated
houses or served with letter
of gjection.

Frowning at  the
development, he said he will
not allow any other
government agency or
parastatals to harass or
intimidate  his.. staff.
‘According to the FCT
minister the reason given by
the office of head of service

Prophet Abraham sacrificed a ram instead vf his sou lymail

El-Rufai vows to protect MFCTs staff

Dy Ebenczer John Buono,
{Intern)
was to show the people
without proper allocation
document the way out bui
was irked by necessitated
the jection of officers with
duly signed letters of
allocation from the ministry,
While condemning the
act in the totality Mallam
Nasir pointed out that the
president a day before then
has approve modalities for
the sales of government
houses to civil servants
adding that this contain
ways of verifying people who
are illegally occupying the
houses describing the latest
act from the sister ministry
as callous and uncalled for.
In view of this the FCT
minister has directed director
of administration . and.
supplies,” Mr.  Jumes
Maimaganiito go to d:e.
n

charge of service welfare,
Ambassador Hart  and
request him o stop further
ejection of the ministry's
stafl. Mallam Ahmad also
promised to get the FCT

Sallah
festival:
Residents

intent to celebrate sallah with
their relations at home.

They revealed that the
union had loaded few
vehicles prior to the period of
sallah but during this sallah
time the union loaders records
development in the operation
system of the park.

Some passengers who
described the festival as “time
1o go home™ said it is o
tradition every year especlally
during the sallah period to go
hotme und celebrate sallah with
their fiumilies.

Oun of the passengers,

Develop plot or
risk relocation,

tha: will bring a positive
change 1o the family,

“My relations normally
suspended tacir travelling to
home till sallah period," he
said.

Mallam Abdulrahaman
who said that the sallah
festival is good to celebrate
at peoples” country homes
instend of cities said many
people prefer to celebrate
sallah with their entire
fumiilles. This,. He said, can
be done SWT peoples’
country homes.

planning authority
warns allotees

Karu Planning and
Development
authority (KAPDA)

has given an ultimatum of
between March to May this
yeur to allotees of plots ot the
peninsula estate 1o develop
their plots or have them
revoked.

The warning is coming
just as the authority has kick
started the of

Wﬂh‘!unmﬂm
(Abuja)

At the  Karu
International  Market, |
clearing, landscaping and
planting of trees was going
o on when newsmen visited,
while, the first phase of six
bus stops along Keffi-
Abuja highway has been
completed for

streetlights along the border
zone with the FCT.

This Abwja Trust leamt,
is part of the urban rencwal
project of the authority which

police to stop
further use of police
personnel in the forceful
ejection of government
workers from the houses,
Assuring his staff of
police protection the FCT
minister said, “if we are
informed of any place they
will visit, we will make sure
that we deploy policemen to
the place 1o protect our own.™
Debunking the reasons
given by the office of the
head of servive, the leader of
the delegation, Mr. Morris
Archibong cited a case of
MI'LT Irv:l DE nﬂ'cm rh-l

Ihas seen the opening up of
New Masaka market to

| complement the old one and

a road from the motor park to
link the open market for casy
accessibility.

KAPDA spokesman,
Daluru  Ibrahim  who

Tt will be recalled that the
first phase of available land
area for development is
over 24,000 hectares within
a radius of over 300 square
kilometres,

Speaking to newsmen
further, Dalura hinted that
further  improve
infrastructural facilities in
Masaka market KAPDA
has cleared a site to

blish a central motor

round
the projects explained that
every job exccuted was by
the authority and not any
foreign body.

The Mararaba market
which was initially situated
by the tud side has been

hhemlmadaulnelm
ni'&n lh-lnnn

wmmm
up. shops - are  being
ped at the new site.

P Y

d 1o Aso to avaid..

park where commereial and

private vehicles either

conveying passengers or |
goods can load and off |
load, thus, reducing the risk |
to lives posed by the
indiscriminate parking
mostly on the market day.
The central motor park will
be linked to the main and |
new open market. _,_|
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‘Reaching

out at Eid-el-Kabir

-Kabir (Babbar Sallah) is one of the most By A Lawal lsah Kazaure] *|*EHIC0in8 one of the
Em:.mmmhwmmw Cost Per i1 AL AR
period during which the able Muslim Umma i 4 oo i L
the obligatory Islamic pilgrimage of Hajjat Mecca o0 - day af Hid-el-Rabir on yearly
in Saudi Arabia. NS00 basis - to run throughout the
e rests of Muslims  affordable rich soup making Ones life time.
that could not be at  ingredients couldbeofmuch V1000 (i) Rago/Ram
Mecca for hajj at this  help to any household of mcm
period normally continue 1o about 5-8 persons. It is 1-H
| congregationally observe the  expected that the donor could ;‘;u;“"
| period with prayers to the be able to assist at beast one NS00
Al.mnmA!.HLAMrwm (1) House within his/her N1.000
Ille)tcnlhlnllyeoldullrmd chosen areas, and where NS;)O
continue showing the love, possible 1-4 houses (Gabas, N2.500
| lﬂ'm and joy to the rest  Yamma, Kudu, Arews) or E : d
¢ Muslims brothers  evenmore could be willingly APt
this festive moment. o assisted in the name of &T;n?b
In a typical Nigerian ALLAH. el i
Muslim ity group,  Fi ial implieati - ] ¥
this period is normally Tuwen Masara n‘" prndu:l =
observed with the basic SiNo :.omln::l.lon $Ea0 m.n:,'
“Layya™ coupled with 00l ::::::I:::?:::P:I;:tlc
neighbourhood and stranger  Product/type > y
! sharing of the supposedly Tuwo sallal DR AN Woriol ok
| mandatory “Tiwan Sallah™ (Masarn) and or even I'uh.ISuclll dishes
| The traditional Hawan Items Needed (1 House) ™ SBILY Rt ol
(Soltah-Durbar) that are 2 Muxdds ST hoet, Woo
observed by our emirs and Chelenc ﬁ:ﬁm&m‘m
kings usually stract different Meat/fish
Kkinds of visitors from fiurand  Firewood or fur-anby place comp teg)
REVREWR o i r:.lchrllo the Babba S_alll.ll i
arrive at our various towns  Total w”_h wich “!“'.“’ Hhe,
and cities for us all 1o Cost Py p‘w.mmm'
celebrate and share the Uit (1 house) - II)";"" velliing Lo pat
BB B o ALY N100/Muckd such houses should be able o
|r_||1‘.|u need during such NS00 NudemndSihe osiue;
pefiod N1,000 patieris and Lo some extent
b te s liacl oty N300 behaviour of such house
| in the request for extenvion Total Cost (1-House) ROIBHETeG BB b tonly
| of goodwill in the name of - N2000 top spead more woncy: 108 yieable and palm oits in high demand forfrylng Sallah meat
Allah., the most high, thal the NS00 Hl:il‘_":'\].ll e
writer intends 1o remind N 1000 ou‘\u A donor of this item will
hose i of gour N300 %
:l:::mm:":furcl::f:;: :: N2000.00 EIOBRSILYPE f.”f.lﬂ j: :::h:::;mn:::
in assisting our teeming Expected  No. of l\;::lh:;::::i’bs Histic) chosen house drough which
majority of needy and Jess  Beneficlaries S o he/she would assist with a
privilege oncs in their bid 1o 8- 10 pérsons I";nm “Ram for Lovva™ such
equally observe such basic i Tuwon Shinkafs E"_; I"::? of sadagat will surely go along
“Layya” Iskamic fupction  This ix the iost widely " Y way iimaking thai chossn
and also {0 celebrate the  kndwn Tuswon Suflah, {1 is & ::t 4 ey houschold of between 15-20
| Babbar Sallah period not  little richer than Tuwan “:ll person observed their Eid-el-
| without  the  proudly Masara, as such it could cost Gl Nkt Kabir. more happily in the
acknowledged, nourished- . a liitle higher. Usually 2.3 (i‘_']'b""':) g name of the most high
annual Tuwon Sallah 1o et fairly good sizes of chicken N2.500 (Allah),
and a;unlly distribuie to-the  and or. assorted meal are N;m Financial implication —
desired neighbours as usual.  marched with delicious soap Ni :UGD Hagon Layya
Tuwon sallah with the aim of getting about Product Type
This is one of the most 15 persons on Sallah day 1;":‘ b e 5
| available route through satisfied :i; 5;;", Rago
which many abled persons S/No N!'IJOD Ttems Needed
could a1 will, assist various 002 N]Il)ﬂo (1 - House)
houses and or households, Product/type NI; 500 1 ram
Tuwon Sallah especially in -~ Tuwon Sallah Ex L ted No of Other things
| this part of the country  (Shinkafa) ll:np::'ldnrlu Totl
(North) is regarded as almost lItems Needed 15.25 Cost per
| a necessary affuir in which  (1-House) o Unit (1-House)
| every house is expected 1o 2 mudds L~ NE, 00
| prepare, eat and distribute to Chefene ayya N1,00O
| their various neighbouring Mql!i-’::h idakeonn foct Histeuiey 1;n:h}l|mt
me‘" g abled Mustin household is of ‘N B&ﬂ;‘“’
oK the opinion 1o obey and make N1.00O
Total the much desired sacrifice of "

N9,500
Expecied No., of
Beneficinries

15-25

Persons

il Tinkiys, Akuya etc
Under such types of items,

donors could willingly inthe
namie of “ALLAH purchase
any of animals for
distribution to any ofhisther
chosen houses as sadagat
Financial implications

animals even though more
expensive could make no less
than 40-50 houses enjoy
"Naman Sallah™ inform of

Sadaqat/Layyn.

Financial implications -
Cattle/Camels

§/No

{1-House)
N50,000

Expected No ol

Benelickaries |

125-165

Persons 1

Babbar Sallah

Conclusion

The whole idea of this
reminder or guideline 18 1o
pass acrosy some of these
litthe things to the minds off
our people expecially. those
that are able and or willing
1o exjend some goodwill
the majority less privileged
living and surviving
individuals under wakala
within our midst. |
_ Times are_now very hard
and  many.  of these

other

animals
S/Ne
L]
Product/type
Layya

Layvya

y
ingredients of sallab are k

becoming more difficull even
thoughi under obligation from
the moral and or socictal
point of view, It is therefore

1 that those of us who

(Tinkiny/Akuya Er)
Ttems n«luﬂ
(1-house)

1-of them

Thing top match
Total

Cost per

Unit (1 house)
N6,000

N2,000

Total| Cost
(1-House)
N6,000

N2,000

NB, D00
Expected No. of
Beneficiaries
15-20

Persons

i Cartle/Camel

A donor of this type of

s

m able and of course willing
will “saboda ALLAH™ assist
and support at least 1-2
houses enjoy any of such
product or both within our
chosen commumities, for such
will go slong way in reducing
the already anticipated Layya
and Tuwon sallah Wahala,
Islamically, there are 3-days
grace period for slaughtering
of animal for Layya, so it is
still not late to implement the
above sudakatul-dariy, -
Allah ya bada lada - Amin.
Mohammed Lawal
Isah contributed the




banks 1o e their copital
st N25 billicn by Decem-
ber this yenr may delay the
establighment of an intema-
tional aato market in Mowo
nenr Badugry.

The Lagos Stse govern-
mént proposed the extablish-
mient of 0 worjd-class sl
ket for the relocation ofall
nulo markets from the me-
tropolia, especially the Berger

‘Bank recapitalisation may |
delay auto market take off }

Central Bank of Ni |
gerin (CBN) direc
tive lo commercial

By [Humide lll]ul.ll;n.,
Carrespondent (Lagoy)

on the name pedestul with the
similar markets in developed
countries has been prepancd.

His words: “Cnce that
process is completed, we
would award the comract and
people would move to site (o
comstruct a3 soon us the lay-
aut is done.

A don't forget that we
watn? bo ol iwith any suto
markel in the world. 1i s go-

Fraeily

to showcase new cars™.
Balogun explained that '

ﬂwmmnmpt-mh. |

about the social benelits that
the relocation would bring |

rather thun financial gans, |

aiding (bt the Berger site
woulll turm o 4 green arca
afler the relocation

“Cur concern is maon: on |
the social benefit rther than
the financial benefit,” the
commisioner said.

According o him, hurmss- }
ment ol auto dealers by social

Apapa exp

suter desers along the Ochinti- ||q: o have all the facilities, mummb\tﬂmdﬂwnnf

carw g by vehicles and

The Commissiones for coalre anchilso drain mecha-  radfic jams in the Apips ssis

Commerce and Industry, ism for cars thal have just - would disappesr with the ro.
locution. “The ingident of |

Prince Lanre Balogun who
dropped the hint in a chat, said
thie state wis spproaching fhe
development of the Mowa site
from two fronts.

Though he said priority
woulld be given to auto deal-
Fers 1o raise funds for the de-
“wvelopment and mu:m:nl
of the ultra-modem mulm.
Balogun spoke of the possibil- |
ity of developing the place |
through Private-Public Pan-
PPP) should the asto

been procured and to be
tested

“There i gaing to be &
testingg ground and all of thit.
Aside from thal, we are also
nningmlumanwmjmmni

Tinubu accuses PDP of stalling LG fu

armed robberies and all of |
that would have Imp taken

Thurs

sy

care ol as th it
il marked b umllnu would |
be reduced™.

nor .Mlmnd Boll
' the state nlw nruu PDr

| afstsiling thadish

P
dealers spurn the offer,

Balogun said the auto
dealers would remain at the
present point until the multi-
. miillion-naim project s com-
pleted, even us he described

| the response from the nuto
dealers s cncouraging.

He informed that the trad- |
e had embeiced @ govern-
ment praposal that provision
of facilities at the new sife be
frended through their associa-
thon hefore the CHNs dince-
Ve came.

In his words, “We have
vy the asto deaters the first
cholee of building the market.
I s wiven they decline thal we

! will now give it to private con-
cerm.

“We are still talking o

m Don't forget llm llu:y

| the local government funds

withheld by the federal gov-
emment despite 8 Supreme
| ot ruling that the federal
suthorities lacked constitu-
numhnllmlylodwu

Piesure shows Lagns Soase ] e Theakis i e mm Ciuomi Pecira abvrving e prayer during

nds d1sbursement

1 the cummesmneativn, Pis: (adipupo Ohfnens

levy o lose th i said the 10
wuhund -ulwnlo(» mdhcmnnntmnﬁccﬁk yun history of the estate sh:uidupmfmnl.ba
cial infrostructure like well-beingofthe poor by pro-  shows. that it was the Bola  NS20million water system,
schools, health institutions,  viding facilities for the nch.  Tinubu sdministration llul umk s at an & advanced stage
umwong others. . Also speaking, the Gen-  had initiated and pl with the
Ciovernor Tinubu. further ulmnanr New Town De-  the infrastructure develop- lu-d network already com-
said withholding the local Authority, Mrs.  ment required within the es-

governmenty” funds not only
denies the people develop-
ment but fails fo take into con- |
sideration the impact of infla-

of
| the PDI in the state s en-
enmtics of Lagosians, Tinubu
said that plans by the rival
political party to re-colonise

| the state would fail. Tinubu

| spoke yesterday at the coni-
issioning ceremony of the
N520mlhon sater supply
and distribution network
within Lekki Penninsula
Scheme 11 in the Ajah axis of
the sate.

| According 10 him, the

| continued seizure of funds
meant for the :mll wreas

tion and the | costof
undertaking projects. The
governor sand that UN-habi-
o statistics has sh hat the

Double taxation may cripple govts business

usinesses m the Lagos
State contrl business
‘district may ot thove
for i if the Lagos Siate
ind the leader-

Lekki comidor is the fastest
growing real estate develop-
ment couridor i Africa, ndd-
imgg that wiily investments in
mlnfmlnmu\"ll'etnf

:hrp of local govemiments in
the state does not review ihe
imposition of double tustion
im the ste.

Speaking in an lulerview

M face and propery vniuu
He suidd it is only in the
swte that & growth mie of &
1011 percent and a 30 per cent
return on investment has been
mnﬂlﬁl kg that bis ad-

| mpnnple dmbmewh
| are also alking to their banks.
| But the banks are in crisis with |

. According to him, an ar-
Iﬂwﬁm&nmu
market |

E b He warned that
enlering into the mainstresm
of Nigerian politics should
not be at the expense of the

mm{nnlu the fl:“il}‘,
Tinubu renewed hi

with our dent, the

Executive Director, Corpo- |

rate Affurs, John Haolt, Mr
Nosike Agokei, sald the levy-
ing of multipls taxes, particu-

larly by local governments in |

ithe state is & big problem.

hus also demon- | Some of such taxes on
strated i‘lll\)', P ing comy he
dence and an efficient man- i inclide name writing on

agement of resources that no
ather government has demon-

strated.
Tinubu therefore warned |
allodtees of the scheme to pay

up their capital develog

|T\wdnckedforst&lmg§04caﬂonsuf€hemuoncapsules

suspects have been
arraigned before an
ChiclMagis-

Eghosen:
trates’ Court over an allega-
| tion of theft, The ncoused -
| Julius Adeosun, 39, and Sun-
day Ayagunna, 44, and two
athers pow at lange - were al-
| leged 1o have on November
26 last year of about 11000
hrs at Chemiron fastory, plot
12, block B, Metal Box road,

valued at twenty million,
cight hundred and four naim
belonging to Cheminon lnter-
national Limited, contrary to
section 390, (9) of the erimi-
nal code, cap 32, volume 11,
laws of Lagos State of Nigeria
1994,

The accused persons
pleaded not guilty to the
charge. In a similar develop-
ment, 42-year-old Samson
Ok 4 Steohon Eve h

| (gha. Lagos, pired 1o
commit felany of sicaling.

been migu:d before the

 court on charges of forgery.

Idumota branch in Lagos,
conspired together to commit
fielony to wit forgery.
According to charge
number H/1/2005, the ac-
cused persons and others al |
large had on the same date |
and place forged one leaflet |
cheque of Zenith Interna-
tional Bank with number |
1144273 with imtent 1o de-
frmuud the bank fo the une of |
illion, four hundred and
six thousand and one
only.

company cars, tEnement rites
while land use charge has

others.
He said, “1 feel the state

Thave paid
#till being charged tenement
rates and those who pay Yalue
Added Tax nre still expecied
1o pay Sales Tax.

Woman, 32, docked |
visa scam

over N5Sm

thirty4wo year old
man has been ar
algned before an

Ighasere Chiel Magistrates”
Court in Lagos over an alle-

on maliiple visa scums,
According to charge A/2/
2005, the accused, Rosemary
Ofufumke Two, some time in

| the month of April 2003 at
ired with

m:lt a greal disincentive wu
businesses and will ot en-

cournge foreign investments |

in the siale.

By Mohammnicd Shosunys,
[§ nrrﬁmndmt ".r.rgmi
of the Embassy. of DPR off

Korea

The charge further read
that:  “You, Rosemary |
Ofufinke Taiwo, some time in
the month of July 2004 at

|h'-Ll diﬂ with Il:mug o

others at large to commit
I'uiony fo obtain money by
{alse pretence.

and local govermments should ‘ e{ﬂve‘:ﬁéllhn. mulm.mul1
come togel imise | thous: naira
m-i.dmh:mm: ‘“5-1.0‘-‘!-]0““ 00).  from
Los F pre-
in
and
the long run, the citi bear | it i

the brunt of such levies, be- | candidat i)

cause th panies will jerk | 419 of the criminal code.
iap sales price to cover.” The prosecution further
He said more | tokd the court that the accused
was the fact that the receipt | 00 the period in question de-

for paymenis in one local |
government is not in

complicating the issue.

cconomic sense for compa-
nies 1o be churged twice for

another local government, | (60} candidates on behalf of
Embass

He said it did not make | which contravenes section

frauded and wit lawful

n'ls conductied examina-

||nn interview for sixty

Korean v, an offence
473 of the criminal code.

Also, she was alleged 10
have on the 17 day of No-
2004
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Fhursday,

| Continued from yesterday.

Settler/s

1 o)" Gutul

Japunr:

AT IONAL LIBRA

&eg:vmmm.lhe
min Soulh&llmpln:

in kind

state of the nation
by Arewa House in February
1994.

To me such statements

wrole o
has no culture. | was in-
‘censed because if culture is
the total way of life of a
‘people, it is the
| North has no way of life. How
[ridiculous? Tﬁlll lﬂnl;!mmn
(was promplly cal order
mﬂ“mmmun,

tagain. For as far as
E‘Mhmmmﬂ
that is not

closed down. This was delib-

erately playing the Norh

nit the South for per-
erest.

ithon, 1t is when a Ni-
::l:'hhn in a poluical

Y Ur

ummudunm

n0 matter by what means, hn
does 50 onhis own ‘merit’,

We miust all soc benefit in the
whole rather than in the pant,
of course wllh Justice, fair
play and equity, With equity
we must then learn to be
spommnly in whatever

who can provide
u;n Teadership, In most
|emies it is & matter of oppor-
|tunity, | have had the fortunc
of working with distinguished
indivi from every comer
of our country. Let me single
out two of such men from the
North for mention here: one
worked immediately above
me, and the other below me. |
am of course referring fo my
immediate predecessor, the
CGieneral  Murials
Mohammed and the Secre-
ltary to the Federal Military.
 Government and Head of Ser-
vice for the substantial Ifl::
of my sdministmation, Mal
Liman Ciroma, They are by
any standard sccomplished
Ieaders. Men and women like
thesn abound everywhere. Let
me say here that the argu-
ment thit if a section of the
country is comparatively
poorer, that situmtion should
entitle that ucilion of the
country 1o continuous pro-
duction of political leadership
may not be helpful. Unforu-
| nately, it reinfi

be it pnlllh:ll cconomic of
social. A fair defent in a com-
petition should not call into
question the basis of our car-
porate existence. Bur that cor-
porate existence, like all hu-
man relations, should not be
tuken for granted,
et i
groups can go italone.

do so? If sot, what wlm
theit fate’? Many Bosnies will
he created in many parts of
ngcrll il the country breaks
up. i 1o nyucmnx a

10 ASSUEE Prexident Olusegun Obasanjo

the conse-
1 feclings of insecurity
::“ﬂnpiclu
There is i grand falsifica-
tion and misperception
around that the presidential
sysiem is expensive and
therefore we should opt
again for the parliamentary
estion s ex-
ptnslvc for what and for
whom? Of course,

1 beg to disageree. I those wha
manage our politics and
hence our economy impover-
ish us in the process, we can-
not blame our inadequacy on
malerial paverty, bit on pov-
eny of leadership. Other na-
thos whose lévi g:r ‘material
were similar 1o ours
w:uwndcpﬂm:e andl which
are less end d in re-

is expensive and destructive.
And most of the expenses
people ik about are ex-
penses on prion and

annlny o

he interwovenness and
complementarity of the vari-
ois aspects of our mtional
life make a break up totally
undesirable and almost -

waste and not the direct ex-
perses nnopcr-lmgmu! -
ning the

.\ner all, |I|c Inlc allam
Aminu Kano cumn::d and
ran on the d | sys-

possible. It may be
therefore, that the recent agi-
tations from some Moty
sections are not unconnected
with the mi of

em in 1979, wnming two of
the nineleen states. No fon-

testant or aspirant could be
than

Our resources, pnrllcuiully
hivse resources emanating
from the minority areas and
the upparent contintous

distnbution syndrome mther
than production mentality, It
n:jwurumq}mplim and
Injustice. il e go-
ing 1o be Illemmiyrr-;uw!ll‘:c
condition of your own
possibly o the neglect of my
PWIL POOT, OF You cannot
Trust me 1o do justice (o your
wwn, why should | and my
own poor repose confidence
in you as our leader?
At this juncture, let me
p!y tribute to those who
ood against the diabolical
m& destabilising role that
Radio Kaduna played during
the Babangid tod crixiy

by the compe-
tition among the majority

Eroups.
15: settlet/stran syn-
drome undermines

ofbelonging and Miﬂth
country, It is pathetic and
most lamentable that after
forty years of residence in any
part of Nigeria, a “non-ndi-
gene™ is still rey and
il regands himselfas an alien
in that part of the country.
Waorse still are the Instin-
tional and procedural mecha-
nisms that accentuate, ':‘l:

.nl' the |

Mallam Aminu Kano, n:;
could any political party
more auitere than chpll;“:
Redemption Party (PRP).
by the standard of 1993 clec-
tions, Mallam Aming Kano
would not have raised
enough money To-contest In
his ward
The greatest advantage
of the presidential system is
that the e:’!m Is the corﬂl—
stituency of the 1 He
is obliged 1o know the coun-
uy and to seck suppori
across the . Evenifhe
i 4 tribal c"mwlnmn.hin horizon
and outlook will be broad-
cned by the end of a nation-
wide :lmpnnfn. In 1979 two
inl contes-

nfiessed o me that the

1 refer in
on:

s

of June/July/ August last year,
1 do not listen to any Nige-
rian radio let alone Radio
Kaduna, But some of my
| Northern friends who lis-
tened to Radio Kaduna
alerted me and urged me 1o
wssist in giving hope, mﬁv

i i et

mmmwm

and a@pmnnneuu and
mnc;om in the civil service,
ete. It is impartant that we re-
rd any Nigerian who hos
ived in a particular arca for
upwards of twenty years of
who has been bom into that
wrea lified for all nghts

dence “:dml e
peace and security to mm
Lund wherever they lived. It
was that alert that panly made
e call & press conference o
urge Nigerians o remain cilm
in their places ol nbode and
10 wssure them that the crisis
would oot bead 10 & civil war.

nfortunately yome mass
- ia in the Sotith replied in
1o Radio Kaduna. | say
il ately because two
F

gdon’t make o nght,

shich o poi
ich i {14

of an indigenc of that arca
with all its obligations, re-
ibilities and duties. He

I’urIMm.Thrnn-spmgnum
may be the anly time that a
president will visit some pars

of the during the term
of his . These are
gainns that we should not lose

on the altar of cormuption and
waste being regarded as ox-
penses. The system in which
wane person controls the ex-
ecutive and the legistitive
bodies ¢ more

Id be free o § ir
fully and without discriming-
tion 1t all political, economic
and social activities of the

power in that person than the
one that Separatos the exocu-
tive from the beghslative, What
1% iportant is Opelness, ie-

bility, transparency,

1 have always
that | would be more dimin-
ished a8 a eitren of Oduduwa
Republic than as a citizen of
Nigeria. | believe that those
who might seck solace in the
Republic of Dan Fodio WTL;]!:

freedom of & and the

sourees have made
siride: because they are bet-
ter led politically.

Not too agn, in et
about two ngo, 1 lis-
tened to & man who de-
nounced Babangida's poliu-
cal progrimme as 8 chemical
concoction where the gle-
ments could nor mix and
could only have bed 10 a great
explosion. | was di

for this was one of the men

tal of regionalism and re-
mentality. Today, we
ol' Nnﬂherl Forum,

and Eastern

t:auw Middk- Belt Group
and 50 on. Somie of the mem-
bers are known nnlunal

i is symbolic ormml
meches ight o thinke
ing all over the country. No |
matter how we perceive their
claim, it is an issue that must

ures. These resp
ers are no doubt desirous off
making effective contribu-
tions o nation building and
of being taken seriously. | will
want to see them promole
only ane forum, the Nigerian
Forum. If they do otherwise,
their conduct is bound o be
disorienting and divisive. |
i ot state forums,
but I am against idea
isation or manapement
that tends 10 preserve ne-

cerity of decidi L m;;:m—
ty o g 1o or
not to probe, it that
samie form of s ve probes
are going on ot almast all lev-
els. People are now wonder-
ing what is happening. Are
there sacred cows or are we
allowing camely 10 pass
through the eye of the
'hlhinmul‘ncpu—
tism, fsvouritism o is it en-
lightened self-interest? In a
sitation where fringe actor
are being probed and pmsc!-
pal actors are not probed, the
public is bound o question
the sincerity and the justice
of the entire effort
Although the elections
held during Babangida’s ad-
ministration went sccording
to Babangida's design, ol s
necessary o réflect on the
TSy G Wkt i

who were virtually eating
from Babangida's palm and
mpputlu! g him and encour-
nﬂlmﬂd How

lic officers of the Third Re-
public. Only in very few stites
were cases of and

pm
ﬁ'ﬂwéﬂl—mmmin
their area, and there must be
ldt']lﬁml:;lm between

Wsmylwmﬂwﬂ
\\bnwu

I“I; 1o their .pw"'m
t.‘ Cnnmlmnml
‘onference m sappoint
many Mﬂﬂﬁl will satisfy
because we scem 1o be ex-
pecting the Constitutional
Conference 1o do what such
conferences are not designed
nodumclnns:wpolluul
“““""‘*‘w"“’ s
tions, o L | was
Ereaes
erence 1 to sall agis |
tastors, bt should we address |
such a basic and vital issue
s the constitution of 4 pa-
ont » b of et
fying a handful ol
Tthonfmtnﬂgmwm
of control. And | may ask,
“ywhiat s wrong with the 1979
Constitution and the 1989
Constitution™

not know mnch about
the 1989 Constitution, but |
do know more than & bit of
the 1979 Constitution
Constitution was desi 10
serve even Nigerinof the 21%
Century. Like all human con-
trivances, it cannot be de-
soribed as perfect. But it can
be amended utlurlhn jettie

ised,
it is not the fault of the con-
stitution but the fault of its
Ir mmmudy.

hypocritical abscene malpractice and
est! ﬂmlnnnulllerunmol' abuse of office not the order
our palitical life inthiscoun-  of the day. A1 the national
try. level, the scale of cormuption
Most interesting towatch  was monumental; At the fed-
i the compromise of prin- ml hvd‘unmbm!,mﬁnm
}I? public office of the
wnmdﬁmeln- Assembly for a period of al-
gjh:s for public office. The  most eighteen months was
situation is 5o bad that itnow  the impeachment of the Presi-
seems an abermation for any-  dent of the Senate through
one 1o resign from public of-  procedure which some
fice on matters of principle. ¢ regarded as of doubt-
my time in govem-  ful ity and an atiempt (o
ment, | recall iwo specific in-  impeach the Speaker of the
dividuals who offered to re- - House of Representatives.
sign on principle. | al Il And et of the
| ignati legislators cost the nation
the Editor of the New Nige-  overthree million naim per
#an ab the height of tile po- day. Selection of candidates

liical crisis st year, | nere are
Wi of Iluce who refuse

at the local, state and feder)
levels should take record of

Joinap .' ol

r:wucnl our oasis of Impe

in a desert of
men and women. 1 believe
there may be more men of
honour and integrity whose

T
Ip:m i future
elections.
It was the oty
of non-democratic practices

in Nigeria in the past eight
yeurs, lhe group and self-

actions and e un-
heralded. 1t will do our -
tional peyche a lot of good if
we can  uphold the
honourable deeds of these
men und women a3 models
for oue public office holdens,
while the names of destroy-

ers and alders and abetion
of di Id be in the

ik Of Jnw s exten check on
both the exceutive and legis-
lative branches

1 have often heard that
poverty is our problem and
nmnnllru sl mdomi

Ir.' equnlly h

permanent roll of dishonour
of this country,

For quite some time now.
there has been, sudly, o seri-
ous contraction of the focal

pointof same of our so-called

Aggr 1, and the
webs of patroti-cliont rela-
tioms and politics of distribu-
tion which led to the clamour
fior a nationl conference asa
means of redressing the past
nnd preventing a re-ocurs
rence. The government is
fering & comstitutional confer
ence instend. Some expect 1o

self-centred and inconsider
ate enough not o be able o
aperate the constitution to
lvl: everybody a sake in
%::. rotation may only be
a sl lived palliative be-
cause the Presidency cannot
realistically be rotuted among
the aver 300 cthaic and lin-
ummclgerwp in ng:m

1o the major eﬂmie puupu.
what. to the minor
ethnic groups, some of |
it has been said, arc |

“not II';:)_I; I!.han '] hl:liﬁ
streng am oot A 1
rotation if it will bring us
succour. But | am saying that
ithe reliel will be tempormry. A
solution lies in the

Tmhly culibre and orienta- |
tion of our feaders, in the |
?umm purstit of justice |
mess, and in giving o |

cn:h his due, not as & favour,
but ms of right. For without
Juestic there cannot be unity,
und there cannot be. endur-
ing pesce and stability. The
pame of brinkmanship which

emerge from the National
Coanf. Yozl

ments, while others expect
new ams.n and nm
expect to lifi oil [
pected new Ogoni Sll

Tunderstand some iire
R.I_nyipg with the issue of
igeria’s i
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Dariye urges Plateau to embrace )
spiritual transformation

he Plateau State
=~ Governor,  Chiel
Joshua Dariye, has

stressed the need for people

in the state to go through

spiritual transformation so

1hnl there would be lasting
land_

- Muslims
told to
emulate
prophet
Muhammad

Fram Kayede Afilola,
Meporeter (Abeulara)

‘uslims faithful in
Ogun State have
been charged to

cmulate the qualities of
prophet Mubammad
(5.4 W.hand let those virues
e their guiding principles in
life.

The ©Ogun State
CGovernor, Omumba Ghenga
Daniel, gnve the charge in his
goodwill  message o
Muslims in the staie on the
occasion of the Eid-¢l-Kabir
celebrations.

Crtumba Daniel said the
“festival should not be seen
as an occasion for merry
making alone, but 25 a period
of sober reflection and
assessment  of  our
performances in all our
undertakings since the last
celebration.”™

He said the situation in
the country today called for
the full cooperation of all
with government, for the
successful implementation of

the various laudable
programmes of the present
adminkstration.

Otumba Daniel charged

| From Rakiys Mubsnmad, Jor
| (Reprarier)

He stated this while
receiving the USA based Rev.
Reinhard Bonke who arrived
Jos Tuesday ahead of his
five-day crusade in the
Platean State capital.

Governor Dariye said it
was nol @ mere comeidence
that Reverend Bonke was
coming to the state at 4 me
the state had gone through a
horrible experience of blood
buth.

He urged Christians to
avail themselves of the
gospel towards the desired
trunsformation.

miysterbots ways because he
wants to do supernatural
things now after the
unfortunate crises that ok
placo in the state.

Rev. Bonke who said he
had heen having sorrows
over the human lives that
were  wasted in state,

ﬂplﬂwdjo)‘thulhcwm'm|

Plateau 1o preach peace.

“1 must say this peace will
bring reconciliation and |
restoration in Plaican State.

We therefore bring you that |

pence because m:kmw(iod
will do it for you,” he

yu\crduy by the
Ministry of Health in Uyo,

The drugs which were

| supplied by the defunct

Petroleum Trust Fund (PTF)

to the 31 local govemnment

| arcas in the state were burmt

| &t the premises of the Akwa
| Ibom State central drugs
store in the state capital city.

While overseeing the
burning of the drugs, the
Commissioner of Health, Dr.
Edet Anah, said the drugs

IG’s retirement a diversionary tactics

he seting national
publicity secretary
of _ the All

From AbdulRarg, ddeharo
Repwarver

the leadership of the

Als Lino "
Bonke who was in Plateau 16
years ago for evangelical
crusade described his second

| coming to the state as home

Mg,

Said the evamgelist “1 still
have the memories of my
visit here, 16 years ago, such
that | have wished to bo
bock.”
now is prranged by God
himself who works in a
miraculous or even in a

ouths in Makurdi,
the Benue Stale
capital have

introduced the use of bon-
fire to mark ceremonial
ocensions particularly
funerals, a development
which, according 1o
inguires, has made worst,
the already sleazy
metropolis

Daily Trust observation
by shown that the bonfires
wivich are lit with the use of
large vehicle tyres are set by
miscreants a1 night when
residents are deep asleep.

“These days we wake up
to find our surroundings
litered with remains of large
tyres burnt overnight by
some unidentified youths,”
said Mr. Henry Meeme, a
resident of clerk quarters
located in the Wadata
section of Makurdi

Mr. Meeme, a siafl of

1 believe the timing |

Makurdi youths introduce
bon-fires for ceremonies

Progressive Grand Alliance country.

(APGA), Prince Yemi He linked the 1G'S

Aol has deseribed the 10 the Anambra
of the Insp political erisis in which

General of Police, ME Tafa  Goyornor Ngige was

Bal as diversionary oy gucted, several lives

and called on President
Obasanjo to embark on
¢leansing of his own house.

Fielding questions from
newsmen  in llorin
yesterday, Prince Afolayan
who until his appointment
was the chairman of the
party in Kwara State
deelared that President
Obasanjo had through his
actions told Nigerians that
Ihe eould not be trusted with

From Hir Joseph, Correypmdens |

{Minkarsl)
the adjoining
Medical Centre along Atiku
Abubakar Road, told Duily
Trust that the surroundings
of the federal establishment
und the environs are now in
a total mess with the dark
ashes and remains of burni
tyres.

He said residents of the
quarters are making frantic
eiforts at identifying the
miscreants, for the purpose
of reporting them to the

Federal |

were lost and the AlG
involved  sanctioned,
saying President Obasanjo
compounded the issue by
wot allowing the tribunal 1o
try the election petition and
give judgement.

Pringe Afolayan
described the Oyinlola
Panel probing the Annmbra
crisis as a smoke screen
und called on those
concems 1o give the APGA

PTF drugs
destroyed
in A/Ibom

rom Ldet Ekanem, feporier

(Uyal 1|

were burnt in harmony with

the provision of the Nigerian

Drugs Law, stressing that the

ministry could not allow the

expired drugs to go into

circulation.

Also speaking, the Stute

Direetor of Nutional Agency
for Food and Drugs
B Administration and Control
who won the election which = {(NAFDAC), Mr. OW.
was rigged for PDP the  Agbator, noted that the drugs |
mandate to run the Were no more useful for!
” human consumption,
government A
The APGA spokesman ;'ﬁ"';’;:‘:“‘;‘;"‘:h“ﬂ:‘:l
said the Anambra crisis was
very for the |

development of Nigerian
political system warning
that if not properly resoly-
ed, eould truncate the dem-
ocratic project.

Prince Afolayan also
had a word for the National
Population Commission
(NPC) advising that offici-
als in charge should be
tran-spurent and slive to
their responsibility in the
conduct of the head count
scheduled for this year.

PRINTERS OF REPUTE IN NIGERIA

We had earlier scheduled to publish our
special supplement on the printers of

withdrawn from the 31 loc
arcas 3
be put out of use,

He lauded the state
government and officials of
the Ministry of Health on |
their vigilance in identifying |
the expired drugs.

Others who watched the
destruction of the drugs
include permanent secrelany;
Akwa Ibom Hosp
Management Board,
Suniny Akpadiaho, the m.m;
permanent sccretary Ministry
of Heath, Dr. Nse Enuk, Akwa
1bom Director of
Pharmaceutical Services,
Unah and others.

repute in Nigeria on Monday, January 24,
2005, but due to certain development, the
publication has been shifted to Monday,

February 14,

state urban development

board.

“But these boys set the
firc and ran away, 50 is
being difficult to identify
anybody,” suid Mr. Meeme,
who however challenged
the urban environmental
law enforcement Ggency o
wike up o its responsibility
by keeping vigil to arrest
the ugly development.

Daily Trust observed
further that the culture of
bon-fire which is gradually
creeping into Makurdi, has
%0 far consumed residents
along Benue Crescent and
0ld Bank Road all rnning

throogh Wadats, Kwararafa |

2005.

The postponement is also to enable us
accommodate all those who have
indicated interest in the project but were
unable to send their materials on time.

Interested companies/individuals can

book their space with the Special

K

-.-.- Sa

ki o e U’%:‘;d'f",'.mw,.t. Projects Department on any of these

P el g we comiied et Nos: 080370838663,08042145839,
%T:}E% - %H‘:...Timw:‘::&::h: 08023762061, 08028494170
e e Y 1
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Kaduna speaker advised

to resign honourably

ith tension mou-

nting in the Kad-

una State House of
Assembly as a result Df
alleged financial -appro
mnunn Ty the qx-l.er lh¢
member representing Kn:m

From Aliys Haruna,
Correspondent, Kaduna
He assured that the
of the commitice wi be
made public stressing that no
stone is going to be left

¥,
Muhammad Sani Hiyasu has
ndvised the er of the
House, Alhaji ir Zubaing
o resign X

Speaking to newsmen in
his office, Honourable
Iliyasu urged the speaker (o
resign his appointment in
order 10 save him the embar-

by the house.

He charged the speaker o
take a cue from the national
chairman of the Peo, Si“
Democratic Party (PDP
Chiel Audu Ogbeh, wlm
threw in the towel to avoid

On the allegation that the
move 1o i hihe
of instigated by the state
BOVEIOR,
assured that Governor
ohammad Makarfi
had nothing w do with the
problem and that the matier
1 purely an in-House affair
whose solution lics in the

change of leadershi

P
Honourable Niyasu, who
is the chairman of the
assembly commitice on
pension and establishment
expressed confidence on the

competence of the comm- |

the indi nl bems y

to do a thorough and timely
of office as soon as the job and present its report
commitice investigatng him mﬁm the deadline given to
submits il report.

. Hon Sani [liyasu | PP

Rep suspects politics for alleged H
tion of Daura

he epileptic service
rendered by NEPA,
the equally ane
provided by NITEL and the
rem:ni neglect of Daura
al government have
remained a source of disco-

By Abda Labaran,
Palitical Editor
entlal candidate in the 2003
election, General Moham-
mady Buhari (rid).
The federal lawmaker

said in a chat with Daily
|

| | Education, Hon. Dahiru B

1=

Traest

| cw...cm:m Trade Fnir wu\hﬂﬂm Hon. Mm M!ﬂﬂf&) -MMM Hm (um‘mran

ul' kc\prmllhvﬂ‘
ing Isiala

since the aqvout of the
current

This view

Ng-u Noﬂ.!lf‘iomh Federal
of Abia state,

| Hon Damian Ozurumba has
hl:ltd the decision of the

by House of Represcotatives
member i

5 miadua Federal
Constituency, Hon. Lawal
Garba, for

all the services NEPA and

NITEL provide and the

attention given by both

and state government,

the area may as well belong
1o another

country.
Hon. Garba al that
the services of NEPA and
NITEL mmmly

denied the area for the betier
dispensation despite
cnmplnml. w, that
the worrisome
:h::nl be unconnected
ion
ufll\emwx:ulh!m
base of the All Nigeria Peo-

ples Party (ANPF) presid-

Haon Lawal Garba

we are the victims of our
politics in terms of federal

and state presence in Daura
these past five year” hc
challe

to accept the
| mlmnml of the inspecior
| general of police, Mr. Tafa
| Balogun saying it is a sign that
well MIM and mlhmh:

nging the governments m
controvert IFW

Calling on the ()hns-njo 1
Federal administration and

Governor Umary Musa
Yar adua state

to tamper politics with mercy
and come (o the rescue of
Daura local government
arca, he stated that the
people of the area,

ctive of their party affilia-
tion, had no country other
than Nigeria and should
therefore enjoy first class
status like their fellow
countrymen and women in
the rest of Nigerin.

Hon. Lawal Garba also
appealed to GSM service
providers like MTN, Globa-
com and Vmobile to bring
their services 1o the area
alleging that although NIT-
EL-operated MTEL has
“made a show of presence”™
in the area one year ago, i
has however refused o
COMITIENEE Proy mm;:ll-'SM ]
service

He also called on the
management of NEPA o
expand the network serving
the arca saying that the one
line transmitting power 1o
Praura, even in the best ime,
s grossly madequale 1o serve
o bustling and Kalsing state's
second metrapolitan centre.

He said in a statement that
although it was usual for a
| public afficer who has served

for almost three decades 1o
| retire from service, however,
the moral burden seemingly
associated with Balogun
tenure has been a source of

! bly Complex, Abuja ...recently.

1G5 retirement: Rep hails presiden

By Hammeed M. Bello, Senior

Pix: Felix Onighinde

a very narrow and ::Xh

check the rot in the system as
Political Reporter (Reps) | yei| s pave way for a level P¢'2°'HP"“"-

adding that it is a plus for the playing field for all Nigeri- ow can you call for a
government ans.” sovereign national confer-
“Due eohantihe "\E"{WJ"B"“ the mn- mc whm t!n:rt is n.nll.mg
L onal n
best reforms that the Obas- e that nwnurum-n-n: place?™ he t}u:md saying
lnjn administration Illl that those opposed (o the I|||I such calls do not make

itiated. It will 1 are d.,...smrmm sense whatsoever.

2007: IBB lauds harmonization of
campaign groups

ormer military presi-
Fd:nl and speculated
presidential aspirant,
Cieneral [hrahim Badamasi
Babangida (rid), has comme-
nded groups in the Nnrlh

designed to usher in for this
country politics of unity,
togetherness and develo-
pment based on equity and
faimess.

The former military
leader cund:nmcd the recent

West zone that |

form the Nigenian project &ur
his support in the 2007
presidential election.

concen to many leﬂm_ In a statement signed by
Therefore, if Mr. Presi- | colonel Lawal Gwadabe
dent has acted based on these | (Ryd), General Babangida

| ull:gnnmm then it mly gocs ummmuulmﬂy
1o portray the of ding and the wise
his ion 1o fight | gecigsion™ of the various

corruption, he said.

“I believe the president is
i the right direction this time
around and if he 1

campaign groups that came
to form & united front.
The statement said that

1o give listening cars o the
many complaints being ban-
died against people holding
utn»lli\'r positions in the
. corruption mII
dcrmlclg be eradicated.”
sl

On the due process bill,
the lawmaker said that its
passagee into law would mark
a water shed in the march
towards creating a level
playing field for all Nigerians
in the award of contraci

the b in the

North West zone would be
the reference points from
which all zones would be the
reference points from which
all ones in the country will
take a cue as the cooperation
exhibited and the enthusiasm

ment, the Nigeria proj L
visionary proposal which is

attemipt by
tary officers and their suppo-
rers to form a splinter group

of the campaign group being
the move as an attempt 0
course a friction within his
campaign machinery.

The press statement also
quoted the former president
as urging all his supporters
and those working for him to
go back to their respective
zones and harmonise the
vlriolu; campaign groups

Group urges wider consultation
on national conference

Non-Governmental
(M-

development is an all-incl-
usive i which

i !] People's For-
um, Abuja has called on the
Federal Government (FG) to
consult widely with other
stakcholders 1o evolve a
National Conference aceep-
table to all Nigerians

The NGO in o statement
by its board of trustees chai-
rman, Hon Usman Wowo,
said the views of vanous pre-
ssure group’s must be secoim-
ted if the national

be popular und embraced by
all

The statement said what
na need at this time of
ational socio-political

would be respected by all.

“The Peoples Forum,
Abuju, feels strongly Uit the
nation cannot afford to miss
this golden opportunity of
sorting out our differences as
a people, consolidating our
unity as a nation and coming
out of the talks with a stro-
nger and move prosperous
country,” the statement also
satid.

The NGO noted the var-
ious criticisms tha attended
the FG proposed national
dinlogue, saying however
that polarizing the conferenos
would do more hamm 1o the
country than good.




Daily Trusi

| In51de Politics
Nigerians want the best in life —Marwa

ilivary Administrator of Lagos ad Borno state, and

Bﬁl‘iﬂ' General Mubhammad Buba Marwa, former
M

Chairman of Board of Directars of bother Defense
Industrial Corporation of Nigeria (DICON) and Albarka
Alrline, recently had an inieractive session with Bureau

_ Chiefs and Correspondent In Wuu wlm’rirrxp‘dn‘

hix

why ke bark 'M-
{ prasid A

Eltapﬁ:

Sir the 2007 presidential

elections is getting closer
and it seems Muhammadu
Buba Foundation of whom
you are the president is
becoming busier. What is
your fecusing your
.utln- on presently?

el in recent months, the
activities of Marwa
End have I

among others.

in order to know the real
feclings of Nigerians in the
grassrools. The discussion
have been very good and on
the whole, we are really
grateful o Almighty God that
people could see good things
inme

You said that you have
been engaging in series of

increased, due to the fact that
we have virtually gone round
the co try for wide
consultations The
endowment has provide
boreholes and poriable water
in about 17 states of the
federation, and we have also
too delivery of about two
hundred and fifty computers
from United States of
America (USA) in the
process of distributing
medical equipment to some
hospitals nationwide.

1i|c implementation of
nine hundred scholarshi

with people
across the country. What is
your impression about the
feeling of Nigerians on the
state of the nation. Are they
happy today or not? And their
apinion about politicians.

In the course of my
interaction with Nigerians
people tend to feel that
politicians reach oul to them
for support and make all
kinds of promises to
encourage people - give them
their support as soon as the
politicians get into offices
they forget about the feelings
of the el

scheme for students in
tertiary institution across the
country ha also commenced.
The endowment Fund has
also inaugurated some youth
skills acquisition scheme to
assist widows.

I am also taking the
opportunity of the
endowment- funds to engage
in large scale consultations
on my future political career,
which has well reported by
the media with exact
representations of what the
people said. However, in
every district and senatorial
district we visited across
length and breath of this
country, we mg-ge dmn in

Many people have also
been asking me the same
question, in fact even today
a group of people was telling
me that they pushed the car
when it started, the
politicians just go and forget
the people that pushed the
car.

All we are rying 1o do is
to make the understand that |
am not new in public office.
They can go and check the
records if we did not do what
we were supposed 1o do when
we where in public office.

Thus, | believe from my
vanious intersction with many
parts of Nigerin, that

Nigerians trust and have
fid

| Fmamﬂnm
! Correspondent Kaduna

always an open system nol a

secret one. We discussed
with the commercial
motorcyclist (Okada), the
Nigerian Union of Teachers
(NUT), Civil Society Group,
Women Organisations and

Naturally they will want
good thing of life, the only
thing 1 have not discovered
and 1 will continue to say is
that they should be patience
and also pray for their leaders.
Ask me another question.

There has been call that
you M muu the 2007

%0 on in Rivers, Ad

Kogi, Niger, Ondo,
Anambra among others.
You have mel many
Nigerians, are they really
happy with ecomomic
situation of the country?
Well, | will not really say
they are happy because there
are Nigerians that are
<unhappy and | will not also
said that they are unhappy

» yel

officers to hold an te power.
What do you have to uy

discipline and patriotism.
However, there is no

about  this i
invelvement of retired

officers in power
issues?

And second, ordinary
Nigerians due 10 protracted
military intervention in
politics may prefer people

some scctions of the
Nigerian populace believes
that you are anly fying
Kkite that you are fronting for
someone?

Well you have to explain
what exactly you mean?

Some Nigerians tend to
believe that you are the
campaign machinery of the
former military pmklell.

without military background
and people who have
ideology to take charge in
2007, What is your position
on this?

Nigeria belongs 1o all of us
irrespective of what may be
your professional

¥ o s
of munkind that has stood out
in sacrifice and nobility as
mush as the military, You will
discover that it is the military
that has always been the
guarantor of state seourity.
All the state and family |
system in village, hamlets
and kingdoms, the safety of
your wives, children and their
safety to school, to market
and to do all the normal thin
the military is the arm of the
state that has lent itsell 1o
protecting those core values
of life and preserving the
existence of the state.

It is for this reason that in
other civilised socicties il
hecomes problem if you are
secking higher political
office like the one we are
talking about and you did not
have a military background
For instance, when you look
at the British monarchy, the
prince has something to do,
going through the military
training.

There s no
profession on earth in which
human like yourself with one
head, two eyes, two limbs
will issue a command to you
to go and face fire and
eventhough you know that
you may come back alive,
you will tumn in that direction
and exactly go than the
military.

I have also read public
administration in what is
probubly the best place where
you can study it; the Kennedy
School of Government
Harvard University you
cannot point ot any institution
better than that on earth,

You have so much

logized retires military

other

backg \. Therefore in
terms of governance of this
country we all hl\l lukc

officers  discipline and
patriotism is great ||I|n||l:eﬁ

becanse there are Nig

that are happy.
‘What impression do you

G 1 Ibrahim B
Babangida and that he
‘wanis use your popularity in

an with in me. A
cross session of the socictyof ~ Mind you, when we "“'v"h"“'“ fecling his prosp
between 300 to 500 people b on the Imw they have Enhancing which
for about two to three hours  with people the process is been governed today” prospects?
That there is 3 f
mutual understanding

“The must important thing you carry in
you out of service is the ingredients or
values that you are nurtured with
throughout your military service to the
nation. In addition to what I have said, you
also carry a leadership quality which is
part of your training and life as an officer
¢ in the military coupled with discipline and

“wism. 2

between you and General
Babangida over 2007,

1have said that | have been
moving on a wide
consultation in order to see
and hear for myself, what
Nigerians truly feel and what
they believe in and | cannot
be doing that publicity if | do
not believe in what | am doing
and pedigree. That issue is
completely out of the question
to this stage of my life some
one¢ ha to think and take
decisions for me and 1o be ool
for somedne else 10 use.

One major feeling of my
Nigerians Is the continufity
of the Nigerian military

in it und the doe:

w-hu:h | them
fior continued leadership, Is it

not stop any p
from contesting any political
position after retirement.

What ever may e your
profession, be it lawyer,
Joumalist, engineer, doctor or
a retire military officer.
Whoever is in military
service is intrinsically a
civilian because no one
serves for ever, because first
you are civilian before you
joined the service and afier
serving you now retired back
home.

The must important thing
you carry in you out of
service is the ingredients or
values that you are nurtured
with throughout your military
service to the nation. In
addition to what | have said,
you also carry a Teasdership
quality which |5 part of your
trauning and life as an officer
in the military coupled with

governance is it not during
military era that some

mysterious Ejigho Air
Crash, Squandering of oil
wind fall.

(Cuts in) now, let's be very
clear, first of all, about what
1 said because 1 did not say
that the military must always

(cuts in) You suid that
because of their virtues of
discipline, leadership...

(cuts in) and | come in? |
said that they are qualified,
with out question but did not
way that they are not human-
beings and that based on their
training and backeground they
have the courage and quality
to mle
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Yakubu Toon deal in the balance

ewcastle's hopes of
langding Portsmouth
striker Aiycgbeni
Yakubu remain in the balance
despite claims that the deal
is already done.

Muanager Graeme Souncss,
who belatedly admitted his
interest in the player carlier
this week, has insisted the
deal is not finalised.

There  have  been
suggestions Yakubu's agent
Pini Zahavi has flown out to
Israel to tie up a sell-on
clause with the 22-year-old's
former club Maccabi Haifa.

Souncss, who has a long-
standing link with Zahavi,
said: *The reasons why Pini
has gone back home to Isracl
are very personal and we
have not done a deal with
Portsmouth for Yakubu."

Ilnwcvcr‘ ane Ihlns in
Yakubu's favour is that he is
not cup-tied in Europe and
therefore could play a part in
the club's UEFA Cup
campaign if his signature is
secured within the next 12
days, something which is

increasingly unlikely
as Pompey try desperately 1o
hang on 1o their star striker.

Magpics' contract rebel
Olivier Bernard is in danger
of having the deal he has
been offered withdrawn if he
does not accept the club’s
TeTms S00n.

Negotiations have stalled
in recent weeks and
Newcastle's capture of left-
back Celestine Babayaro has

the French

But it is understood their
paticnce is nmning out and
over five years might not
remain on the table for very
much longer.

‘We were in a difficult
situation with Olly
admitted Souness,

‘He turned down o
contract 50 we went out and
signed another left-back and
he's playing well,

‘Celestine Babayaro has
ot the shin. What happens
will happen. We didn’t want
to get to May or June and
start scratching around for a
left-back.”

Darauce has been the

d £8million man

pushed the F

down the pecking order that
he did not even make the
htnnh[nlsuudl)r‘lz-lwm

for skipper Alan Shearer
should Souness’ fail to

__persuade him not to retire at

Parallel referees body emerges =

By Patrick Andrew, Sen

"I‘Mummllnﬂw:_m
| (NRA) s far from over

as a faction of the warring
|body has successfully
ir:ginmd a parallel body
|with the Corporate AfTairs
| Commission (CAC).

| Known us the Footlull

headed by Barrister
Nnanji, the PDI" Natio
Auditor, with Mr. E
Henshaw  as
chairman.
Bar. Nnanji, who leads the
paralicl body, had taken the
hip of the NRA, the

Nmml.tkbndy i.._EFA.CuLan'flhlhll-.lﬂL playing ground in the contest -

the vieg:

‘ﬁuw has been no sign of
compromise on cither side
and no comment from the
club.

Jean-Alain Boumsong.

Both have now played two
jgames as they feel their way
into the side, but it is one of
the men whose future looked
to be threatened most by the
arrival of the French

international in particular

the Electoral Commitice set
up to conduct elections into
respective national offices 1o

He had challenged the
validity of the electoral
commiftes on
thegroundsthatit was both
compromised and partisan
and would not allow level

Jrole as

’Hemy,

rsenal and France

striker Thierry Henry

has been selected in
(the wefa.com users' team of
|the year for the fourth time in
|succession.
| Henry has now been
|selected every year since the
laward's 2001 inception and
|was the only ever-present
named in the 2004 team
|chosen by more than 1.2
million voles cast on UEFA‘:

Milan defensive colleague
Alessandro Nesta is selected
for the third year running,
while Juventus pair Gianluigi
Buffon and Pavel Nedved ane
honoured for the second
YOO i a row.

Among six newcomers o
the team are long-serving
Brazil and Milan full back
Cafu, Arsenal left back
Ashley Cole, and Barcelona
lud Brazil playmaker

Hdinho, who scooped

official websi
on Wednesday,

There are three players
(from Portugal - midficlder
|Maniche and defender
Ricardo Carvalho from
Porta's Champions League-
winning  side  and
Manchester United winger
' Cristiano Ronaldo,

Portugal's Jose Mourinho,
who guided Porto to the

title before moving
to Chelsea, is chosen as
coach for the second
| SUCCEssive year.
| Henry s joined in attack by
European Player of the Year
Andriy Shevchenko. His AC

over half of the voles in the
attacking midfield player
category.

Despite their success in
winning Euro 2004, there were
no Cireek players in the team.

Goalkecper: Gianluigi
Buffon (Juventus and ltaly)

Defence: Cafu (AC Milan
and Brazil), Ricardo Carvalho
(Chelsea and Portugal),
Alessandro Nesta (AC Milan
and ltaly), Ashley Cole
(Arsenal and England)

Midfield:  Cristiano
Ronaldo (Man Utd and
Portugal), Manicke (Porto
and Portugal), Ronaldinko
(Barcelona and Brazil), Pavel

Ronaldinhoin EUFA 2004 team

Nedved (Juventus and Czech
Republic)

Strikers: Thierry Henry
(Arsenal and France), Andriy
Shevehenko (AC Milan and
Ukraine).

Coach: Jose Mourinho
(Chelsea),

which Nnanji was to vie for
the presidency of the
association.

Besides, Noanji  had
sougth to obtain an order
compelling the NFA to
conduct the elections instead
of abducting its statutory
prescribed by
Decreel01 to an officiate

Even then, a Senior
Advocate of Nigeria (SAN)
had equally challenged the
NFA at the Federal High
Court, over same malier even
as  the respondents
challenged the jurisdiction of
the court to entertain the

case,
The issue of jurisdiction
will be d ined on March

depends on the verdict.
Barr.  Nnanji  said
'pcmll!llllltl.‘ day that the
processes of seeking FIFA’S
consent is on and would be
effected soon afler the REA
has been appropriafely
briefed on the matter.
Trustsports noted that the
CAC gave the new body
“approval on Januvary 13,
while correspondence to
FIFA and CAF respectively
were to be made yesterday.
Dr. Slm Jaja | hnd been
the

who has reacted most

promisingly.

Titus Bramble has found
himself cast as the villain in
the  pantomime  of
Newcastle's  defensive
problems in recent seasons.

But he has turned in &
series of excellent individual |

in recent weeks|
to win fresh praise from|
Souness as the mnger
continues his_pursuit of|
Sylvain Distin and Sammy/
Kuffour. |

‘1 thought Titus played
well against Southampton
and [ think him he can forma,

really. | think Titus is a young
man who can be what he
wants to be. He can go on
and prove it and be a
fundamental part of what,
we're trying to achieve here,

*Or, if he doesn’t do that or
want it enough, then he'll go|
back and play fora lesser club|
than Neweastle United. |

*But I've given him """I
chance and that's all | can do. |
Iu:.plnhuuwmﬁ.!iu
a big, powerful man, he’s got|
pace, he's aggressive in the,

air and good on the ball. It's’
about concentration and|
him.*_#

the Sporu Ministry for the
liymg Eagles at the lm
rwunYwun(_‘lmsp

Thu I:Mg:l includes the
team's  pre-tournament
preparations in Abuja.

NRA in Lngnl last October.
Before then, the NFA had
sought to intervene in the
crises calling a truce which
was futile. It had carlier
ded the election even

6, by the court as a progress
on the pending cases

though it failed to effect
compliance.

r:pom from
Cotonou suggest lﬁ’
are still wuns m get
match bonuses,

A top official a
informed KICK OFF that
provision in this

made for embattl
()gulunbl L

50|

lh:E

Sharapova promotes Moscow 2012 Olympic bid

Commitiec
nounced
Russian tennis star, Maria
Sharapova, has agreed to
become an A u‘nw
promote Moscow as

city for the 2012 Olympic and
Pam-lympic Games.

“For Moscow to host the
2012 Olympic and Para-
lympic Games would be a

for me and millions of

other Russians, and | am
looking forward to helping
rnphm why Moscow should
the Games,"” said Maria
Shnr:puva “Russin has a

? hlvmlh%ym u:

in Moscow in
umlqbe lwmdhnl!hﬂ
chapter in that history,” she

Wci:uti!in;- her as an

Ambassador, the Mayor of
Moscow, Yuri Luzhkov, said:
“We are delighted that MII'II
Sharapova, a bright

sports star, has o Il:

_team From Athens 2004,

l‘nrmlhli She is an example
of the finest Russia has to
uffwlhewndd.lmishuhm
symbaol for Moscow’s
Inhmllhe‘.‘llIZCHWU
Pﬂﬂ-l"‘q‘ha‘“

As the year's first Grand
Slam event, the Australiaon
Open, began last Monday,
the 17-year-old Russian

to build on her success
of last year - winning
Wimbledon in July and the
WTA Tour ! i
November,

Sharapova  joins a
prestigious and growing list
of sports stars and other
eminent to endorse
Mnmumm host the
2012 Olympic and
Games. Among  the
Ambassadors are bo::s
champion »

chnntiﬂBemnm

Iu have|
already jlun the
investment in llmn as they
booked their flight to the
FIFA Warjlg.mYouﬁlh

y after

cleatmg Mah 31
The team now says they
are looking forward to going |
all the way to win the
continental trophy come 29/




Arseme Wenger (1) und Sir Alex Ferguvon go head to head,

Daily

Ir

~F

Sporxrts |
Police warn Wenger and Ferguson

ir Alex Ferguson and
Arsgne Wenger have

Manchester United are
due to play at Arsenal on

been urged to end their  February 1and Bamy Norman,
feud by the Metropolitan  the ¢ der of the
Police. Islington  borough, has

Clarke ready for return

Dnlnm Clarke will be

Alrican Open alier
mapth break from th

The Ryder Cup sl
hern looking after his wifc
Heuther,
It with cancer

“It was o tough tme for
tho family but Heather's
doing OK and hopelully we
can pow put all that bahind
us,” he said

South Africa’s top two

Buss

who swas seriously

golfers Emic Els und Retiel'

Benitez defiant after Cup shock

iverpool boss
L Rafacl Benltez

has defended
his decision 1o field a
weakened team in the FA
Cup alter their shock 1-0
delent at Burnley,

Benltvz said: "We do the
same in the Carling Cup and
win,

“If you are in four
competitions you need (o
uge yous squad - maybe we
don’t have the squad for
four competitions.

“When vou lose it's
nlways bad news but the
bovs tried until the end,

We have three
competitions left and the
only thing we can do is work
harder.”

Liverpool were withoul
regulars such as skipper
Steven Gerrard, Jamie
Carragher and Luis Garcia,
as well as new signing
Fernando Morientes,

Instead Henitez gave
fringe players st Liverpool
an opportunity o impress,
with David Raven, Zak
Whithread, Darren Potter
and John Welsh all starting.

And Benitez continued:
“1 was satisfied with my
teum selection. | suy that

perhaps we do not have o
squad good enovugh for
four competitions at the top
Jevel.

“They tried and worked
hard, | cannot ask for more
from them. “I used the
players | felt we needed, if
we hod used more senior
players then maybe we
would have more problems
next week and then in the
Champions League

=] cannot say that my
players did not try. Bumnley
played well and worked
very hard. But | repeat, we
cannot play four
competitions with the same
players

“We have o lot of
injuries and we have 1o
give people time to recover
and be ready for the
Premier League. the
Champions League and
next week in the Carling
Cup semi-final.”

A clumsy piece of
defending from Djimi
Traore cost Liverpool
denrly but Benitez refused
to blame the defender.

“We conceded the goal
from a big mistake, in the
sin yard box you need o
clear the Ihol.1 * he added

“Hut we need to leamn
from these things. It's
important o have
experience and in the future
we need to do the right
things,"

Khan to

make bow

at senior

ke Kohan will retum
1o the ring next
nafith  when  he

makes his senior Amateur
Boxing Association
Championships debut.

The Olympic silver
medallist will take on
Salfords Linm Dorian in the
Manchester urea divisionals
al Preston Guild Hall on
February 7.

Khan, 18, was wo young
to compete in the toumament
Tust year despite golng on 1o
resch the podium in Athens

The Bolton fighter hopes
o join Dick McTuggan, Jim
Wart and Jim McDonnell as
an  ABA  lightweight
champior

Goosent have opted not 1o
pility in Durhar), prefernng the
more luerative PGA Tour
event i
African Trovor frnmekt
go for a record

successive win at his bome

I S

third

cvont

The 25-venr old lirst won
thie tithe in 2003 §n & play-off
mminst Then Clurke at Ernwale
Goll Club and retumed there
lns) yeur 1o beat Alastair
Forsyth and Steve Webster
by three shots

“Obviously i1 was a
fantastic moment for me o
defend title,” said
Tromcinan

“The South African Open
tithe means a lot to me, of 1o
ny South African golfer and
1o have my name on that
trophy twice is something 'm
very proud of™

Clarke will donate any
prize moncy he wins 1o the
Tsunami appeal. “Nothing
would give me greater
pleasure than w be able 1w pur
the winner ‘s choque kin the
fund,” he said.

“Golf has been placed
mto perspective after what
has happened st home and
elsewhere ™

the

POW

appeiled for calm

“Any activity in the
build-up o the game which
increases the intensity and

dispute to end bul are
unwilling 1o draw further
attention 1o the situation by d%

hostility of the supporters
should be stopped,” said
Nooman

The League Managers®
Association has also called
for an-énd to the mow.

The animosity between
thie two rvaly bsg interiificd
the so-cdlled pirza-
i inchdent following
the mateh between: United
and Arsenal at Old TrafTord
in October.

And Noeman, wha iy in
charge of mutch-day security
at Highbury, 10ld the Evening
Stundard: “11 there is infense
rivalry between the two sels
of fans, which there ks, then
unything which incresses
that is unhelpiil

“The difference with the
Linited game is simply that
the intense ployving rivalry
can permeaic into the crowd,

“People cun ecasily
become more agitated and
aggressive fowards
supponers of the other lcam, ™

Both Arsenal and United
rejected o plan by Football
Associntion chairman Geolt
Thompson to organise a
summit between the two
Cluba.

Arsenal vice-chairman
Dravid Dein and L
exegutive David Gill are
understood 10 be keen for the

sine

throwir

leasing a joint
BEven Sports Minister
Richard Cabom has entered
the debate, urging the pair 1o
clam down and concentrate
on doing their jobrs properly
“We had
omime. Lot's pow have™

have the

pa
the senous stufl,” he said

“They wre two of the best
managers (0 the warld and
they are & credit to English
foatball
et's get back to them
doing whin they di best and
tht s munaging damn good
foothall teams.™

LMA chief executive
John Bamwell reckons bath
mianagens need o put an end
to the dispute, which has
seen Fenguson claim Wenger
is “a disgrace™ and the
Arsenul manager pccuse his
counterpart  of losing
“gredibility.”

“The nearer you gel o
the end line emotions could
gel higher, but this one is
perhaps a step too far,” said
Barmwell

Thare will be 180 police
officers on duty at Highbury,
twice ms muny as nommal.

The match i one of throe
Premiership fixtures
clnssified as high risk, along
with the matches against
Tomenham and Chelsea

ATTORNEY

This is to notify the General Public that all
original copies of the power of Attorney
executed by Dr. Audu A. Abashiya in |~
favour of Tropical General Investments
Nigeria Ltd. in Respect of

Plot 521, Cadastral Zone A7 At Wuse
Il In The Federal Capital Territory,

Abuja

Have Become Missing

If found, p

TROPICAL GENERAL INVESTMENTS NIG. LTD,,
14, Chivita Avenue, Ajao Estate,
(Formerly Piot 20, Chief Benson Anorue
Street, Ajao Estate)

P.0. Box 2978, Ikeja, Lagos. 3
Tel; 774-0383; 774-4402; 452-0626-32

Ministry of Federal Cap:raf Terﬁtan/

. ... and AGIS re-gertification office.
p!easatakenato.

-: he A
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~Pick of the Week

Advertisement Rate

17. _17%m5 7% 42,000 60,000 : 77.000
18, Tom x 4 Tx4 42 48,000 -
19. Jem x 7x 32,000 36,000 - 47,000
20, Scmx X 45,000 51,000 * 56,000
21. 5em x x 27,000 31,000
22, 16cmx x 18,000
23, Jemx X 5,000 17,000 - 22,000
24._ l0cmx ax 2,000 14,000 - 18,000
25, 7.5cmx2 3x ,000 11,000 = 14,000
26, B0cmx 2 22 4,000 ’% - 9,000
2. 28cmx ix1 500 1,70 - 2,200
Special Position; ’
» Front/Back poge strip2 x 6 92,000
« S¥ip Advart (ROPF) colowz x 6. 74,000 = All Adverts are to be prepaid In cash/cheque / bank draft
s st byt « Special positions in the supplement aftracts 35% surcharge.
* Back poge solus 6 x 2 6,:000 = Copy dale s 5 days for Northern Reglon customers and 7 days for Southemn
* Earplece (FP)2 X 2 18,000 Region customers.
* Earplece (B/P)2 x 2 14,000 = Cancellation of Adverts can only be acceplable at 3 days wiitten notice before
= Classified Advert2 x 2 4,000 Publication datle
« Change of name Né&0 per word « Where artwork, bromide & films ore not provided Il shall attroct additional 35% cosj
-
SERIES DISCOUNT TECHNICAL DATA
N12,000 for 1,000 g charg 5-10 Inserfions 2.5% Columns _— & Dally
N40,000 11-20 Insertions 6% Columns — 4
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width  — 10"
For further inquiries call the Advert Department
M Trust Limit
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148, Tunis Street 6, Sullubawa Close, No 6 Lungera Road, Abdullabi Mai'Aduws House
OFF Luseakea Sereer OFF Kavaru Road, Kaduna OMF Cnsa Boad (T hind Hooed, Murtala Mohammed Way

Wuse Zone 6, Abuja FCT

Tel: 09 - 6705987, 08033202211
Tel: 7 Fax - 09 - 5238725
Eomail:letier@®weckbyrnasonm
daibyerusrethoo ook

= Lagos Office:
NAN Office, Narional Arr Theatre

Igganmu Lagos
Tel: 014707296, #61008,

Tek: 062-245916, 242496 Sokoto, Sakoto State Kano

Tiel: 060-238456 Tel: Di4-639262
* Maiduguri Office:
Al Kotoko Howse. *Port-Harcour! Office: * Jos Office:
Baga Road, 24, Cabvary House, Former British-American Ballding

Jow-Plateay Suare.
Tel 07 3463608,

Maiduguri, Bomo Suste
Tel: 076-230744

Mile 1, Diobiow Poet-Harcour
Tel: 08055247005

Visit on websites:- http://www.weeklytrust.com http://mtrustonline.com/dailytrust.

Effective December 1st, 2003



deliberate insues earlier
considerad “highly
|eongroversial” but rosolved
inmicably not 1o rough
| fenthers but allow sloeping
dogs some breathing space.
Aside from accepting the
-0ff now scheduled 10
wck-olT on “January 22, a1
two centres namely Kaduna
and Denin City, the IMC
confirmed the appoiniment
|of Salihie Abubakar s the
lexecutive secrotary of the
'Nigeria Football League
| Management Commitice wlso
known as IMC.

' Nigeria are
champsin
‘West Africa
~ Karate
tourney

geria haw emerged
the overall champlon
of the maiden
International Open Karate
| Friendship Cup Competition
stiged between January 41
A 2 bome, T
A wintemeni signed by
Patrick Ibeh, spokesman of
the Karnite Fedemtion of
Nigetin (KFN) yesterday in

won six gold and two sllver
mednla ol e gvent,

Thie: victoriows sam ook
ot 1 EHAnT G, which was
wt the expense of Togo
tlonal 1eam.
According

tatement, Nigeri
Cnrntekas ke
wabucze,
fedina Akpotu, Justice
Akpotu, Segun Clorunrinu,
Blessing Onuelu with Ainn
James as team conch and
Metu Emmanuel as technical
nddviser,
The team also won the
men's team kumile event
where they picked five gold
medals, The sixth gold medal
was won a female, Blessing
Om';h In the individual h:.‘
eanwhile, president of
(the federation, Mr. Ughe
Nwokedl who personally
spansored the team has
congratulated them for the
Im ressive performance.
r vigtary has shown
that Nigerian conches are

real hard in thei
o vt

The coach, Senset Alna
James

1o the

Galadima wins first battle against

Alhaji Sani Luls
and C5p.
chaimkan. and .mguhen

7 ly g has
Chiel Jude Ezechukwu,

Lugos said that the country "=

described  the |

A niriti, D,

= Mimm v

has berated waorld

woceer ruling body, FIFA for

pagpetuating double

!l::;h:;:;“ in maiters
involy .

The I\w—ﬂe NFA seribe
said FIFA was insincere bn its
quick intervention in the
sucking of the NFA
managoment hesded by Chie!l
Taiwo Ogunjobi,

“Where was FIFA m 2001
when similar reforms sucked

the management of the NFA
then? That ent was
equally removed through
Decree 101 and FIFA nelther
saw  government high
i ot

LT

Nigeria mmua—h.m-m-«mm,{m Gamrs displaping Nigreian flug.

tiae

Interligtion,

Fia: Joe Cwoye.

FA scrlbe?“Yusuf sla

-development erp:rtmunl

Col. Musa “ d for

saidd the p e

cmun of the proceeds from the 2004
o 'I"Iuy had earlier insisted |ponwul||p fees and dmw Ir?n;?b ""‘Wm
I n l erim ] uru now  some dividends from varying :“'n;;d ge
M bery of the cluly owners d«mmmm amounis In fixed doposit " ﬂ'fvv; .
am-vau-danﬂm had ioned the which was said  accounts. and _consultation _in
confrontation with the NFA stuimans of Salihu  to hive been investod. They  The IMC at its inaugural s
m"’m they ':;"‘" s e dr“mm had vowed to hoycoir the  mecting equally molv?dx
bl over the disc unless ipe low on some of ©
lchultnled pay-off for the B ey werepaid_pipo n
er
The IMC at itk maiden 10 the mno:: of lh: hﬁ
mmuhw:m d dk‘mm disciplinary committee,
s e L which has Hon, Lumumba

Adeh as chairman, Amanze
Uchegbulam, Ade Ojeikerc as
members - with  Salihe
Abubalkar the secretary, The
finunce  and  technical
commitices are headed by
Elder Bode Ovewole and
Adhaji Sani Upman
Mohammad  while the
members dre Yusul Daods,
Torahiim Abubakar and Chiel
Kasali Obayahan and
Lumunba Adih.

Ihc u:l:ur!ly hr.

IMC

-

Ade Ojeikere as leader with |
Kasall Obayahan and Jude |

Ezechukwu us memben,
The publicity and media
in headed by, Aisha Falode

with Sani Lsman and Yusul

Dauda as members. Reforees

ix headed by Sani Lulu ¥

Ahdullahi, Aisha Falode and
Arthur Kwame, match
commissioners  Amanze
Lichegbulam, M.G. Limar,
Tteahim Abubakar while the
venue, facility und youths
development iv headed by
Emmanuel Zire, AbdulAzi=
Muhammad and Bode
(l)mmt: s members.

Mlmster tasks U-20

to win AYC

ports minister Musa
Mohsmmed
penultimate day

congratulmied the pation s U-
20 soecer aver  their
performance in the ongoing
African youth soccer Tiesta
bolding in Benin Republic.

The Nigerian Flying
Pagles tutored by lormer
intemational Samson Siasia
defenisd-the host Benin 3-0
in their first match played
Saturday and  Tuesday
troupced Mali -1,

— M, whis sheweribeed-the
feam as “very compact,”
urged them o win the trophy
Tt the country.

He said llml all funds for

FIFA _-

He mnd:mnul a section
of the sporting press for

mustering courage o ekle
Decree 101, which mapy sy
is the l}‘hﬂml of Nigerian
football manegement.

“The present miluu!u

fopted by
should hc -upm-tl:d
bécaume unlike the superficial
refirms carvied out by late
Mark Ak, “this later one is
total and much more practical

playing interest
in its reportage of evenis
nolipg _ thal it was

embarmasing 10 see the press

publishing falschood in the -l!n- Muha 3

lhee of truth.

prosecuting the fiesth were
already with the Nigeria
Football Assaciation (NFA)

and promised that there |

would be no hitehes
Eight nations
participating in the two-wock
competition that would akso
produce Africa’s

tatives in the World youth

soceer competition slated for
Netherlands later this year.

1

£
Lparts

wre

rosan- |

should be appl d for
g reforms aimed ot
ng the fortunes of
' the country for
¥ sigad of being
castigated as it is now,
Aferall, the same
who championed the
campaigns against Decree
101 are now leading the
v lllmlt reforms.”
dlrnfrlwh-:lhu
s _sport

fnml::l
aod

Iurll minis

threatened to ban Ni’.u—rin
thew. e

queried

noting 1t wn obvious
dlplw of double standards,
He argued that as it was

then severul letters of protect
were written to FIFA on the
matter 1o no avall, 1 don't
think it is because FIPA sces
anything wrong with the
sacking of a set of people
who Ihny did not appoint in
J.bu fiest instance, rather the
soccer ruling body i

mnly exhibiting double

sndards *

V mobile set to break polo cultural
barriers i in eastern sl;a B i

Mablle telephone
company, V mobile
Nigeria Ltd, has

break

\" rnnl:ile South South

I1v¢ i nrlt
ek el Reglon, wlﬁ:’;:"o"m"' d:w{pmm |hr b the
the cultural barrier inhibiting * hoped 1 populari polo by PO ahall and
the devel of polo  bringi wﬂﬂmrhwﬂ bulmtbaﬂ at local
mmmmmmor to state and ronal

Thu News Agency af m r’wm‘_‘-"‘_‘
Nigeria (VAR) reports that | /Nig, Vs Mali; ma tics
wfum who walahed the ‘g:"m' Flying Eg‘lﬁ!ﬂﬂ'
Lﬂnmlnﬁd Niger Delta 31 defeat of their Ma
in Port al - the
Harcourt, were heard

Malam Muss Yahaya,
captiin of Port Harcourt Polo
Club,told NAN that the game

was dominated by plm N,

ongoing Afrigan Youth
championship, statisties
revealed that the losers
exhibited rough tactics in the

sxcaNBSw—







