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Preface

Table 1. Decrees Passed During Military Eras.

Year Year

Table 2. Acts Passed During Civilian Era

viii

1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975

1976
1977
1978
1979
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988

Year
1980
1981
1982
1983

This work attempts to alleviate the hardship encountered in searching out 
the relevant current legislation enacted by the Federal Government of 
Nigeria. It Is not enough that gazettes are published; there should be an In­
dex to the laws in these gazettes, especially as the amount of legislation 
during the periods of military rule, which have dominated Nigerian poli­
tics, has been high as compared with periods of civilian rule (Tables 1 and 
2).

No. of Acts Passed
8
11

8 (Act 3 vetoed)
6

No. of decrees Passed
88 °526055625851434142

No of Decrees 
Passed

60
73
37

102
37
23
37
44
59

This work, not only seeks to provide a convenient reference source for 
users of the laws of the Federation by providing the main entries, the sub­
ject index and the key word index; but also goes further to Include explana­
tory notes to the legislation which at a glance gives the Intent of the legis­
lation, thereby enabling a user to decide on its relevance or otherwise.



Section IL Subject Index

ix

The first section is arranged in chronological order of year and within 
each year, by number. Each numbered entry in the first section provides 
in the order listed:

the full title of the law;
the number and the year of promulgation;
the date of commencement;
where the laws are located;
the volume, number, the date of publication and
pagination; and
a brief explanatory note on each law.

The subject list contains the titles which are arranged in alphabetical 
order, the year of publication, the number of the law, and the page in this 
book where the main entry can be consulted for detailed information. The 
subject index brings all the laws dealing with a particular subject together.

Section HL Key Word Index

It covers the period from 1966 through 1988 (23 years) which represents 
the period of current legislation revising or repealing most of those made 
by 1958.

It further shows the frequency of decrees promulgated during the military 
era as compared with those promulgated in the civilian era. The contrast 
may be explained by the difference in procedure of legislation under the 
different political circumstances.

The index is designed to be useful to, among others, students of law, court 
officials, businessmen, politicians, companies, the government, and to re­
searchers.

Arrangement

This index is arranged into three sections. The first section of the index 
contains the main entry listed by gazetted year; the second section, the 
subject index; and the third section, the key words index.

Section I: Main Entry: Decrees and Acts by Year

The entries are arranged in alphabetical order by key words. This ar­
rangement gives users who do not know the full title of a particular law, 
opportunity to search for a specific word, e.g. drugs or taxation, before 
searching the titles in the main entry.
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Foreword

Hon. Justice Niki Tobi

xl

Judge's Chambers 
High Court of Justice. 
Port Harcourt

This copious and comprehensive index will certainly be valuable to the re­
searcher. So much has gone into this work: the author has taken pains to 
document virtually all the Decrees and their corresponding gazette sources 
in this index. She has also given a summary of the Decrees as contained in 
the explanatory notes. This is most commendable. The index is not only a 
desideratum but will, also be a vade mecum to all persons involved one 
way or the other in the administration of justice and the development of 
the legal system. I particularly recommend the Index to judges, magis­
trates, lawyers, law teachers and law students, who will certainly find it 
useful in their continuous search of the law.

One veritable source of law in any legal system or Jurisprudence is legisla­
tion, and this is commonplace, whether in tjhe common law system or in 
the continental system. It is the most definite source of law as it emanates 
directly from the legislature. The legislative bodies in a military regime 
are different from those in a civilian regime; so also are the generic 
nomenclature given to the laws. In the military regimes, laws were pro­
mulgated either by the Supreme Mllitaiy Council or by the Armed Forces 
Ruling Council. The laws so promulgated are called Decrees. In a civilian 
regime, the laws are enacted by the National Assembly and they are called 
Acts. Data Akobo in this index has dealt with Decrees promulgated by the 
Supreme Military Council and the Armed Forces Ruling Council.

One basic Inhibition to law research in this country is the paucity of 
source materials. A researcher is therefore handicapped in the process of 
collecting materials for research, as the process takes so much valuable 
time. This has adversely slowed down research work in the discipline of 
law.

The author deserves the congratulations of the law profession for a job 
well done.





Section I

Main Entry: 
Decrees and Acts





Decrees 1966
i

2

The Decree lifted the prohibition of bans on newspapers.

3

4

5

6

3

The Decree created offences against public order and gave the civil courts jurisdic­
tion to try such cases if the offence is committed otherwise than in a military area 
as designated by the Decree in which case, the offence would be tried by a military 
tribunal.

State Security (Detention of Persons) Decree No.3 1966.
Commencement 8 February 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No. 12 (11 Feb. 1966) A31 - A32

This Decree empowered the detention of certain persons who were allowed to make 
representations to a tribunal constituted under the Decree.

Banking Amendment Decree No.5 1966.
Commencement 16 February 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No. 14 (17 Feb. 1966) A45 - A48

The Suppression of Disorder Decree No.4 1966.
Commencement 11 February 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No. 12 (11 Feb. 1966) A33 - A44

The Decree provides for the investigation of accounts with any bank where the ac­
count holder is involved in bribery, corruption, extortion or abuse of office. It 
makes it an offence for a bank manager not to comply.

The Forces Acts (Amendment) Decree No.6 1966.
Commencement 17 January 1966.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No. 15 (19 Feb. 1966) A49 - A52

The enactment amended the Nigerian Army Act 1960 No.26 Navy Act 1964 No.21 
and Air Force Act 1964 No. 11. It constituted their councils and gave responsibility 
of their command to the Head of the Federal Military Government instead of the 
Minister of Defence.

The Constitution (Suspension and Modification) Decree No. 1 1966.
Commencement 17 January 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 53 No 20 (4 March 1966) A1-A28

The Decree suspended and modified some provisions of the 1963 Federal Constitu­
tion of Nigeria and also those of the Regions. It established the powers of the Fed­
eral Military Government and the Regional Military Governors to make laws by De­
crees and Edicts and prohibited inquiries into the validity of such laws. It also 
established the Supreme Military Council, the Federal Executive Council and the 
Advisory Judicial Committee.

The Circulation of Newspapers Decree No.2 1966.
Commencement 17 January 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.6 (26 Jan. 1966) A29



4

7

8

9

10

11

(b)

12

The legislation gave operational control of all prisons to the Federal Director of 
Prisons irrespective of the Native Authority Laws of Northern Nigeria and the Local 
Government Law of Western Nigeria.

The Decree empowers the detention of certain persons and extended the 
provisions of Decree No.3 of 1966 to them.

The Prisons (Control) Decree No.9 1966.
Commencement 17 January 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No. 17 (26 Feb. 1966) A65

State Security (Detention of Persons) (No.3) Decree No. 10 1966.
Commencement 5 March 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.21 (5 March 1966) A67 - A68

State Security (Detention of Persons) Decree No.8 1966.
Commencement 10 February 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No. 15 (19 Feb. 1966) A63 - A64

The enactment provided for the detention of persons and the application of some 
provisions of Decree No.3 of 1966 to their cases.

Index to the Laws of Nigeria, 1966-1988

The Special Constables Decree No.7 1966.
Commencement 19 February 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No. 15 (19 Feb. 1966) A53 - A62

The purpose of this Decree is to modernise the law relating to the Nigerian Special 
Constabulary by repealing the Special Constable Act 1959 No.23 and replacing it 
with a Decree under which the Special Constabulary will form part of the Nigeria 
Police Force.

appeals on questions of law alone from decisions of the High Court at 
first instance or on appeals from the Magistrates' Court; and 
appeals on questions of fact alone, or question of mixed law and fact, 
from decisions of the High Court sitting at first instance.

Leave to appeal will have to be obtained except in the case of an appeal on a 
question of law from the High Court sitting at first instance. The Decree also pro­
vides for the detention or release on bail of the accused person where the prosecu­
tor gives notice that he intends to appeal.

The Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Decree No. 12 1966.
Commencement 7 March 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.23 (12 March 1966) A73 - A76

The High Court of Lagos (Amendment) Decree No.11 1966.
Commencement 7 March 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.23 (12 March 1966) A69 - A71

This Decree will enable prosecutors to appeal to the Supreme Court in certain 
cases from decisions of the High Court of Lagos in criminal cases. It will not allow 
a prosecutor to appeal against a sentence imposed by the High Court, but will 
allow

(a)
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13

14

15

16

17

The Decree amends the Constitution (Suspension and Modillcatlon) (No.2) Decree 
1966 No.l which empowers the Attorney-General of the Federation to institute and 
undertake criminal proceedings in respect of any offence created by any law in 
force in Nigeria or any part, if he considers it desirable to do so.

Rent Control Decree No. 15 1866.
Commencement 23 March 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No. 27 (24 March 1966) A81 - A85

The Force* Act (Amendment) (No.2) Decree No.16 1966.
Commencement 17 January 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No. 28 (25 March 1966) A87 - A88

The purpose of this Decree is to provide for a reduction in the rental charges in re­
spect of accommodation consisting of one or more rooms which are not self-con­
tained; and for the setting up of rent tribunals, the membership and operation of 
which will be provided for in regulations to be made thereafter.

This Decree does three things. Section 1 eliminates from existing Federal enact­
ments references to conviction "on indictment", since this form of procedure no 
longer exists in the Criminal Procedure Law of Northern Nigeria. Section 2 clarifies 
the definition of Indictable offence" in the Criminal Procedure Act 1958 (Cap. .43) 
by making the wording accord with what has been held to be the true meaning of 
that definition. Section 3 inserts into the Criminal Procedure (Northern Region) Act 
1960 No.20 a new Subsection which. In relation to Northern Nigeria, will translate 
references to summary trial or summary conviction occurring in existing Federal 
Acts or In Decrees Into terms appropriate to the Criminal Procedure of that Region.

The Probates (Re-sealing) Decree No.13 1966.
Commencement 7 March 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.23 (12 Marchl966) A77 - A78

The Decree establishes the re-sealing of probates and letters of administration 
granted in Commonwealth countries, and in the Regions. The High Court of a Re­
gion before re-sealing a probate or letters of administration shall fulfil certain 
conditions before re-sealing.

The Constitution (Suspension and Modification) (No.2) Decree 14 
1966.
Commencement 17 January 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.24 (14 March 1966) A79

1966C°nStltUtiOn 'Suspen,lon ,nd Modification) (No.3) Decree No. 17 

Commencement 17 January 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.30 (29 March 1966) A89 - A90

This enactment makes provision for the appointment of a Chairman and regular 
members of the Council of Chiefs of Northern Nigeria; It further empowers the

This Decree provided further alteration of the constitution of the Army Council, the 
Navy Board, and the Air Council 1960 No.26 and 1966 No.6.
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21

- --------- lndeX ,0 the Laws of Nigeria, 1966-1988________________________  

hnge'Twmpulso^Vor’thl6 Mtm'’ the enactment provides that it Is no 
Council.----------------------- Military Governor to follow the advice given by the

cX!Sent 2D0CEh“X5PM8°n8) (N°,4) N°18 1966'
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No 31 (30 March 1966) A91

Ruu fiSja,£-*5
Supp Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.33 (4 April 1966 )A93 - A97

Cannabls?(bf orThe ^"dlanAemP" to mean (a) any part of a plant of the genus 
part of the genus CannaH«ted f^Sln’ Which Crude or Purined obtained from any 
whatever name that nabis or (c) any preparation containing any such resin, by 
establishesXt^ PUn^ part> resln- for Preparation may be called. The Decree 
TOSsesJon <rfIndian OffcnCe to plant or estivate, import, export, smoke or be in 
die summary triS of S^offeMe815^8 of Nlgerla have jurisdiction for

20 j^6Constituti°n (Suspension And Modification) (No.4) Decree No.20

Commencement 1 April 1966.
SuppL Fed. OJff. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.34 (5 April 1966) A99 - Al 00

The Decree amends the 1966 decree No.l Section 8 which established the Supreme 
Military Council and the Federal Executive Council. It establishes that the Attor­
ney-General of the Federation shall attend the meetings of the Supreme Military 
Council and of the Federal Executive Council in an advisory capacity.

The Supplementary Appropriation (1965-66) Decree No.21 1966.
Commencement 31 March 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Exira. 53 No.34 (5 April 1966) A101

The Decree increases the amount mentioned in Section 1 of the Appropriation De­
cree of 1965 by £293,500 and provides that the additional amount shall be appro­
priated as specified in the Schedule of the Decree.
22 The Post Office (Miscellaneous Provisions) Decree No.22 1966. 

Commencement Section 20 1 April 1966; other Sections 4 April 1966.
SuppL Fed. OJff. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.34 (5 April 1966) A105 - Al 18

' The Decree provides for the reconstitution of the Posts and Telegraphs Depart­
ment and for the establishment of a special fund which will be operated with the 
minimum of control by TYeasury.Sundry powers at present vested in the Director of Posts and Telegraphs are 
to be distributed to the extent mentioned in this Decree, and officers presently or in 
the future employed will be subject to the control of the Public Service of the Feder­
ation as heretofore.
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23

24

25

27

28

The Legal Education (Amendment) Decree No.23 1966.
Commencement 7 April 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 53 No.36 (14 April 1966) Al 19

This Decree amended the Legal Education Act 1962 No.12. It established reduction 
of required period of practical training to an academic year.

State Security (Detention of Persons) (No.5) Decree 24 1966.
Commencement 5 April 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No. 37 (16 April 1966) A121

The Decree establishes the power to detain certain persons (names listed In the 
Decree) in the States, and the application of certain provisions of the State 
Security (Detention of Persons) Decree 1966 No.3.

The Lagos City Council (Dissolution) Decree No.25 1966.
Commencement 19 April 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No. 38 (20 April 1966) A123

The Decree established the power to detain certain persons (listed In the Decree) 
in the States, and the application of certain provisions of the State Security 
(Detention of Persons) Decree 1966 No.3.

The Oaths Act (Transfer of Functions) Decree No.27 1966.
Commencement 17 January 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.41 (22 April 1966) A127

The Decree established that all functions conferred on the President by the Oaths 
Act 1963 No.23 shall vest in the Head of the Federal Military Government: and ac­
cordingly SecUon 12(3) of the Constitution (Suspension and Modification Decree 
1966 No.l) shall not apply to any such function. This Decree is regarded as the 
Oaths Act (Transfer of Functions) Decree 1966 No.27 and shall apply throughout 
Nigeria.

The Appropriation Decree No.28 1966.
Commencement 21 April 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.42 (25 April 1966) A129-A130

The Decree authorised the Attorney-General of the Federation when he receives 
warrants signed by the Federal Executive Council to pay out of the Revenue Fund 
during the year ending on 31st March 1967 the sums specified by the warrants, not 
exceeding in the aggregate seventy-six million, seven hundred and twenty 
thousand and forty pounds.

The Decree dissolves the Lagos City Council, as constituted under Section 10 of the 
Lagos Local Government Act 1959 (as amended by the City of Lagos Act. 1963). It 
vests the administration of the affairs of that Council, and the duties and functions 
In a Caretaker Committee appointed by the Head of Federal Military Government.
26 State Security (Detention of Persons) (No.6) Decree No.26 1966.

Commencement 19 April 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.40 (21 April 1966) Al 25-Al 26
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29 1966.

30

32

Index to the Laws of Nigeria, 1966-1988

The University of Lagoa act (Amendment) Decree No.29
Commencement 23 April 1966.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.43 (25 April 1966) A131

This Decree amended Section 6(2) of University of Lagos Act 1962. No.l (which 
provides for the membership of the Provisional Council) by the substitution of the 
names of members of the provisional council.

Income Tax (Authorised Communication) Decree No.30 1966.
Commencement 23 April 1966.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.44 (26 April 1966) A133-134

Under this Decree the Head of the Federal Military Government may authorise the 
Inspector-General of Police or any other person In writing, to inspect and where 
necessary to remove any books, records, lists, returns or other documents In the 
possession or control of the Federal Board of Inland Revenue, for the purposes of 
any investigation or enquiry. The Decree empowers the Inspector-General of Po­
lice or designated officer write to the Chairman of the Board or any public officer of 
the department responsible for such matters.

31 The Firearms (Amendment) Decree No.31 1966.
Commencement 1 April 1966.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.44 (26 April 1966) A135-A137

In order to further enhance the state of internal security of Nigeria, it is expedient 
to increase the penalties imposed by the Firearms Act with respect to offences re­
lating to the possession and control of firearms and ammunition, the prohibition 
of the importation and the manufacture of such firearms and certain other related 
matters, with a view to further discourage the commission of such offences.

There has lately been an increased number of offences relating to the mat­
ters aforesaid and a large number of pistols, revolvers, automatic shotguns and 
several rounds of ammunition illegally Imported into the country, has recently 
been found as a result of certain searches conducted by the Police.

This Decree therefore amends the Firearms Act by imposing heavier penal­
ties for offences under that Act; and in order that the offences may be more expedi­
tiously dealt with, this Decree, among other things, extends the Jurisdiction of 
Magistrates, to enable them deal with such matters.

The Income Tax (Authorised Communication) (Amendment) Decree
No.32 1966.
Commencement 23 April 1966.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.48 (17 May 1966) A139-A141

Under this Decree Section 1 of the Income Tax (Authorised Communication) De­
cree 1966 No.30 in this Decree referred to as "the Principal Decree" is amended - 
'The Board" Includes references to any other tax authority from whom the Board is 
entitled to require disclosure or transfer of information, documents or records. It 
establishes that the Federal Military Government shall have the same powers as a 
tax authority, but shall not be compellable to make disclosure or transfer to a tax 
authority of any such information.



Section I: Main Entry/1966 9

33

34

35

36

37

Constitution (Suspension and Modification) (No.6) Decree No.36 
1966.
Commencement 20 May 1966.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.55 (3 June 1966) A163-A164

The Decree amended the Constitution (Suspension and Modification (No. 5), the 
Section 4(5) of Decree 1966 No.34 and vested the appointment etc. of magistrates 
and others In the Supreme Military Council. The appointment of Justice of Peace 
in Lagos was vested In the Attorney-General of the Republic. Thirdly the appoint­
ment etc. of an Economic Adviser to the'Republlc was vested in the Head of the Na­
tional Military Government.

Public Order Decree No.33 1966.
Commencement 24 May 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.48 (17 May 1966) A143-A151

The Decree dissolves the existing political parties, tribal unions and cultural as­
sociations and prohibits the formation of new ones.

The Constitution (Suspension and Modification) (No.5) Decree No.34 
1966.
Commencement 24 May 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.48 (17 May 1966) Al 53-Al 59

The Decree changed Nigeria into a Republic and unified the public service.

The Borrowing by Public Bodies (Amendment) Decree No.35 1966. 
Commencement Section 1: 15 January 1966; Section 2 and 3 : 28 May 1966. 
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No. 53 (28 May 1966) A161-A162

The main purpose of this Decree Is to make the Borrowing by Public Bodies Act 
1965 No.35 apply to any Company In or of which the National Military Government 
holds shares or debentures, even If the holding In question does not amount to a 
controlling interest. The Decree also restricts Section 5 of the Act to guarantees 
given to National Statutory Corporations under the Statutory Corporations 
(Guarantee of Loans) Act 1959.

The Oba of Lagos (Emoluments) Decree No.37 1966.
Commencement 19 April 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.55 (3 June 1966) A165

The decree provides for the emoluments of the Oba of Lagos.

38 The Remuneration of the President (Amendment) Decree No.38 1966.
Commencement 17 January 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. Extra. 53 No.55 (3 June 1966) Al67

The Decree amended Section 2 of the Remuneration of the President Act 1965 
No.21.
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39

41

42

44

is (whose names are listed 
certain provisions of the State

The Defamatory and Offensive Publication Decree No.44 1966. 
Commencement 1 June 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.62 (20 June 1966) A189-A190

The Decree extends the meaning of the word publication In relation to defamation. 
Any persons that provoke the breach of peace by offensive publication or through 
songs, plays etc., shall be guilty of an offence for which they may be arrested with­
out warrant, and the penalty shall be the maximum prescribed for the offence.
45 The Curfew Decree No.45 1966.

Commencement 17 January 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.62 (20 Junel966) A191-A195

Index to the Laws of Nigeria, 1966-iggg

KXXmStTs ’“■■P N0.39 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. Extra. 53 No.55 (3 June 1966) A169

The Decree provided the power to detain certain persons
in the Decree) in the State Security (Detention Of Persons^ DecreTig^e n *3* 11Sted

40 State Security (Detention of Persons) (No 81 n
Commencement 3 June 1966. ' 1 uecie« No.40 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.55 (3 June 1966) A171

The Decree provided the power to detain certain person- 
In the Decree) in the States, and the application of 
Security (Detention Of Persons) Decree 1966 No.3.

Tribunals of Inquiry Decree No.41 1966.
Commencement 2 June 1966..
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. Extra. 53 No.56 (7 June 1966) A173-A181

public opinion. Y thlng or c°nduct of affairs for

The Hire Purchase (Application) Decree No 42 ioro 
Commencement 6 June 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. Extra. 53 No.59 (10 June 1966) A183

The Decree extends the Hire Purchase Act 1965 No. 111 to apply thn^fcutNlgeiia

43 ^OmS ‘nd EXCi8e Management Act (Amendment) Decree No.43
Commencement 15 June 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.62 (20 June 1966) Al 85-Al 87

without proper entry. It further amends Section 119, 141 158 and 166(2) of the 
Sd^tyetc35 t0 rem°Val °f g°°dS fr°m entered premises withoutpaymentof
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46

47

4S

40

so.

51

This Decree provides miscellaneous amendments to the Rent Control Decree 1966 
No. 15.

Rent: Control (Amendment) Decree No.46 1966.
Commencement 28 June 1966.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.66 (29 June 1966) A201-A202

Constitution (Suspension and Modification) (No.7) Decree No.50 
1966.
Commencement 2 July 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.68 (2 July 1966) A205

The Decree amends the Constitution Suspension and Modification Decree Nos. 1 & 
20 of 1966 and provides that the Milltaiy Administrator of the Capital Territory be 
included as a member of the Executive Council.

State Security (Detention of Persons) (No.8) (Renovation) Decree 
No.49 1966.
Commencement 1 July 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.68 (2 July 1966) A203

This Decree revoked the Decree Issued as No.40 1966 authorising the detention of 
Stephen N. Iweanya and Aklnola Lasekln.

Public Order (Amendment) Decree No.40 1066.
Commencement Section 2, 24 May 1966 and 15 June 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.62 (20 June 1966) A19S-A198

The above Decree provides for the declaration of assets by employees of banks op­
erating in Nigeria and also empowers the President, Commander-In-Chief of the 
Armed Forces to extend its application to other categories of persons.

State Security (Detention ox Persons) (No.9) Decree No.47.
Commencement 20 June 1966.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.63 (22 June 1966) A199-A200

The Decree provides the power to detain certain persons (named herein the De­
cree) in the States and the application of certain provisions of the State Security 
(Detention of Persons) Decree 1966 No.3.

Public Officers (Investigation of Assets) Decree No.Sl 1966.
Commencement 28 June 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No. 70 (13 July 1966) A207-A216

The main purpose of this Decree is to enable the Head of the National Military Gov- 
eminent to require public officers to declare their assets wherever he is of the 
opinion that such declaration is in the public interest

The Decree empowers the Governor of a Group of Provinces to Impose curfew with 
the consent of the Head of the National Militaiy Government when there is public 
disorder In the Provinces.
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declared '^d Ser conalderlng^uch reMrt°n ascertainment of the assets so
National'Military Government may in a™, submltted- the Head of the
quire into and report on the assets of the ™K?.riate cases aPP°lnt a tribunal to ***-

Where a report of the tribunal disd^*?®^'
properly enriched himself or some other ^C868 “ officer has corruptly or 1m-
Govemment may order the forfeiture of lhc Head of 016 National Military

The powers of the Head of the Natir,38^8 to state>
certain conditions, exercisable by a MlUtervK.Mllitary Governmeld subJect to

State Security (Detention of Per-— ,
Commencement 13 July 1966 r8°ns) (No.10) Decree No.52 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 N0.72 (18

The Decree provides the power to detain
the States, and the application of ~. n P6130118 named in the Schedule of 
(DetenUonofPersons) Decree 1966 DecrMNo3Pr°V1S10nS °f SUte SeCUrlty 

“ S“£S“1' Decree
Dated at Lagos this 4th day of August 1 qccSuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.7^(5

made f°r 016 release of certain detained persons

1987 8eCUrlt7 (Detentlon of Persons) Revocation (No.2) Decree No.54 

Commencement 6 August 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.79 (8 Aug. 1966) A221

This Decree revoked Decrees Nos. 24, 26, 47 and 52 authorising the detention of the 
persons named therein. b

The Constitution (Suspension and Modification) (No.8) Decree No.55 
1966.
Commencement 1. August 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 53 No.80 (11 Aug. 1966) A223-A224

The enactment modifies Schedule 2 of Decree No.l, 1966 as relates to the appoint­
ment and functions of the Attorney-General of the Republic.

56 The State Security (Detention of Persons) (Amendment) Decree No.S6 
1966.
Commencement 8 February 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.82 (20 Aug. 1966) A225

This Decree amends Section 3 of the State Security (Detention of Persons) Decree 
1966 No.3 by adding a new paragraph, which states that the power to Implement 
continuing detention or the revocation of detention to be exercised by order made 
by the Head of the National Military Government.
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The Statutory Bodies Modification Decree No.57 1966.
Commencement 17 January 1966. 
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Exira. 53 No.83 (20 Aug. 1966) A227

The Decree empowers the Head of the National Military Government to give direc­
tions with respect to membership etc. of certain statutory bodies.

The Curfew (Amendment) Decree No.58 1966.
Commencement 19 August 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Exira. 53 No.83 (20 Aug. 1966) A229

This Decree amends the Curfew Decree 1966 No.45 In Section 3(3) under which a 
Military Governor has power to amend Schedule 2 of that Decree by notice in the 
Gazette.

The Constitution (Suspension and Modification) (No.9) Decree No.59 
1966.
Commencement Subsection 1 (which re-enacts Section 3: 20 Mayl966). 
Subsection 1 (which re-enacts Section 6: 24 May 1966); other Sections :1 
September 1966.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.85 (1 Sept. 1966) A231-A236

By this Decree, Nigeria reverted to a Federation as from 1st September 1966. The 
Government became a Federal Government providing for separate public services 
in the regions. It made several consequential amendments of the Principal Decree.

The Police Pensions Decree No.60 1966.
Commencement 1 September 1966.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Exira. 53 No.87 (2 Sept. 1966) A237-A244

This Decree makes the rank of constable in the Nigeria Police Force pensionable 
with effect from 1st Jan. 1946 for the purposes of the Pensions Act (Cap. 147) sub­
ject to certain conditions. At the same time it removes certain anomalies at present 
existing in the grant of retiring benefits to the non-commissioned officers and con­
stables.

Firearms (Amendment) (No.2) Decree No.61 1966.
Commencement 1 August 1966 .
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.87 (2 Sept. 1966) A245

The Decree amends the Firearms (Amendment) Decree 1966 No.31 by enacting 
penalties for importing or exporting certain firearms and ammunition.

62 The Merchant Shipping (Casualties) Decree No.62 1966.
Commencement 13 August 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Exira. 53 No.89 (5 Sept. 1966) A247

This Decree Limits Section 269 of the Merchant Shipping Act 1962 No.30, authoris­
ing investigations and inquiries into casualties affecting Commonwealth shipping 

S amendment wil* P6™'1 investigation and inquiry into any shipping
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The Entertainment Tux Decree No.66 1866. 
Commencement 6 December 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gqz. Extra. 53No.l 10 (6 Dec. 1966) A275-A281

This Decree establishes the entertainment tax and the mode of Imposition. The 
Federal Executive Council may by order published in the Gazette and to the classes 
of entertainment in the Schedule, or add to. Increase or reduce any entertainment 
tax in respect of any item therein. Certain forms of entertainment for philan­
thropic or charitable purpose of educational character for artistic literary or sci­
entific purpose by a society, for the benefit of schools or Institution etc. are ex­
empted.

The Allocation of Revenue (Commencement) Decree No.67 1966.
Commencement 1 December 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No. 110 (6 Dec. 1966) A283

The Decree amends the Allocation of Revenue (Constitutional Amendment) Act 
1965 as regards its operational date, which ceases to be 9th December 1965 and

Index to Ute Laws of Nigeria, \\966-19B3

The Nigerian industrial Development Bank (Guarantee) Decree No 63 
1986.
Commencement 28 September 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 53 No.93 (29 Sept 1966) A249

This Decree authorises the Federal Executive Council to give a guarantee in respect 
of the loan of some £2 million which the World Bank is to make to the Werian In­
dustrial Development Bank- Section 1 (2) applies various provisions of the Borrow­
ing by Public Bodies Act k,6~ No.o5, ana in particular Section 3(5) of that Act - 
thereby chargtag on the Consolidated Revenue of the Federation any sums re­
quired for fulfilling the guarantee. J

64 State Security (Detention of Persons) (No.ll) Decree No 64 
Commencement 11 September 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 53 No. 101 (3 Nov. 1966) A251

The Decree provides the power to detain certain persons named in the Schedule. In 
the States, and the application of certain provisions of the States Security 
(Detention of Persons) Decree 1966 No.3.

GS Jncosno Tan (Amendment) Decree No.65 3.933.
Commencement 1 October 1966 & 1 April 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.l 10 (6 Dec. 1966) A253-A274

This Decree amends certain principal Income tax provisions. Under this Decree 
Income in respect of which tax is chargeable by virtue of Section 4(1)(b) of the In­
come Tax Management Act (which relates to income chargeable to tax on any gains 
or profits paid or payable in money to an employee by virtue of his employment 
shall Include gratuities, compensations, bonuses, premiums, benefits or other pre­
requisites allowed, given or granted by any person to an employee in relation to 
any service rendered in return'for any gains or profits.

Dividends paid out of any profits by a company shall be entitled to deduct 
tax on payment thereof in accordance with Section 34 of the Companies Income 
Tax Act.
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The Decree provides the power to detain-the persons mentioned In the Schedule for 
a period of six months and take to such a place or places as the Head of Military 
Government may direct, and the application of certain provisions of the State Se­
curity (Detention of Persons) Decree 1966 No. 3.

State Security (Detention of Persons) (No. 13) Decree No.71 1966.
Commencement 4 September 1966.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 53No.l 14 (22 Dec. 1966) A291

State Security (Detention of Persons) (No.12) Decree No.70 1966.
Commencement 24 July 1966 .
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 53 No. 114 (22 Dec. 1966) A289

The Decree provides the power to detain tire persons mentioned in the Schedule for 
a period of six months and taken to such a place or places as the Head of the Fed­
eral Military Government may direct, and the application of certain provisions of 
the State Security (Detention of Persons) Decree 1966 No.3.

becomes 1st April 1966. It abrogates completely the application of the Act to the 
1965-66 financial year.

The Firearms (Amendment) (No.3) Decree No.68 1966.
Commencement 1 December 1966.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No. 110 (6 Dec. 1966) A285

This Decree amends the Firearms Act so as to include in the category of prohibited 
firearms for the purposes of that Act not only (as at present) automatic and semi­
automatic shotguns but also shotguns provided with a "pump action or other me­
chanical reloading device.

The Constitution (Suspension and Modification) (No. 10) Decree
No.69 1966.
Commencement 1 April 1966.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.l 12 (13 Dec. 1966) A287-A288

This amends the provisions of the Constitution of the Federation relating to Sec­
tion 35 of Northern Nigeria, and the function of the Attorney-General of the Region 
shall Include the exercise, subject to the authority of the Military Governor of the 
Region of general direction and control over the Ministry of Justice of the Region. 
The Military Governor of the Region shall exercise general direction and control 
over every department of government of the Region.

The Nigerian Council for Medical Research Decree No.72 1966.
Commencement Section 10. 22 December 1966; other Sections 29 December 
1966.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 53 No.115 (29 Dec. 1966). A293-A301

The Decree establishes the Nigerian Council for Medical Research as a body cor- 
porate with the general functions of advising on, co-operating promoting and su­
pervising research in the Medical Services.
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Medical Practitioner. (Temporary Registration) Decree No.73

Commencement 22 December 1966
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 53NO.U5 (29 Dec. 1966) A303-A305

'^Vsectlon'll SecUon^l'kADental Practitioners Act 1963 No.9 by insert- 
m^±foTteX^re Won fCoUnc11 lt flt a dt"
uns with qualifications granted oJteldKgS?a.nt appt0Ved lnstitutions' of P61”

S^e^X?22dD«e^rSCs h C,) D®C?? 1,0,74 1966, 
Subsection 9(5) 1 SepteX 19?6 Subsectlon 6(2) 1 1964;
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 53 No.l 15 (29 Dec. 1966) A307-A316

3?e ^^cV Pensionable undpVkVrf66 malces the rank of fireman in the Federal 

holding the rank of fireman at reUremSt ” *" PerS°nS
n °n>eVervkVWa a memb<tF ^e service of or above the rank of leading

' ‘banks to Section 1 of this Decree - hence^ 
forthbe in determining his benefits under the Pensions Act.
. . 'V a person who served In a police fire brigade be­
fore transferring to the Fedcrd Fire Service, his service in the rank of fireman in the 
police fire brigade, as well as his service in any higher rank, will - thanks to Section 
1 of the Police Pension Decree 1966 (No.60) - henceforth be taken into account in 
determining his benefits under the Pensions Act on his retirement from the Federal 
Fire Service.

Nigeria Police Force - Section 9 of the Decree amends the Police Pensions 
Decree 1966 (No.60) so as to bring the new conditions for police officers fnto line 
with those afforded by this Decree.

The Pension. (Amendment) Decree No.75 1966.
Commencement 1 September 1964.
SuppL Fed. Off. Caz. 53No.l 15 (29 Dec. 1966) A317

This Decree amends Section 7 of Pensions Act (Cap. 147), by inserting Subsection 
6A that for officers who are retired In the public Interest by the Federal Public Ser­
vice Commission to be eligible for retiring benefits under the Pension Act 
(Cap. 147).

The Widow.' and Orphan.' Pension. Act 1962. (Validation
and Commencement) Decree No.76 1966.
Commencement 22 December 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 53 No.l 15 (29 Dec. 1966) A319

Under this Decree the Widows' and Orphans' Pensions Act No.2 of 1962 came into 
forct with effect from 1st April 1962. The Decree amended Section 152 of the Con­
stitution of the Federation 1963 No.20.

State Security (Detention of Perun. No. 14) Decree No.77 1966.
Commencement 5 December 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 53No.U5 (29 Dec. 1966) A321
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The Supplementary Appropriation (1964-65) Decree No.80 1966.
Commencement 29 December 1966.
Suppl. Fed. Off Gaz. Exira. 53 No. 116 (31 Dec. 1966) A343

Under this Decree the total of the amount mentioned in Section 1 of the Appropri­
ation Act 1964 No.23, Section 1 of the Supplementary Appropriation (1964-65) Act 
1964 No.27, and Section 1 of the Supplementary Appropriation (1964-65) Act 1965 
No.2 (which together provided for the issue out of the consolidated sums not ex­
ceeding In aggregate £64,066,050 shall be Increased by £395,685 and the addi­
tional amount shall be appropriated to heads of expenditure as indicated in the 
Schedule of this Decree.

The Midwives Decree No.79 1966.
Commencement 31st December 1966.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No. 116 (31 Dec. 1966) A325-A341

Under this Decree - The profession of midwifery in Nigeria is being modernised and 
will be supervised and controlled in respect of training and practice by a board re­
sponsible to the Federal Military Government for the conduct of matters of general 
policy.

Members of this board will be drawn from the professionals at large with 
representatives from the Regional ministries of health and diverse associated spe­
cialised fields and voluntary agencies.

Provision is also made for post-basic training and for the setting up of ex­
perimental schemes all with the general object of enhancing the status of the pro­
fession and of the members.

____________________________ Section I; Main Entry/1966

The Decree provided the power to detain certain persons (named in the Schedule) 
in the States, and the application of certain provisions of the State Security 
(Detention of Persons) Decree 1966 No.3.

State Security (Detention of Persons) (No. 15) Decree No.78 1966.
Commencement 17 December 1966.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 53No.l 15 (29 Dec. 1966) A323

Tire Decree provided the power to detain certain persons named in the Schedule for 
the period of six months and taken to such place or places as the Head of the Fed­
eral Military Government may direct, and the application of certain provisions of 
the State Security Detention of Persons) Decree 1966 No.3.

The Post Office (Amendment) Decree No.81 1966.
Commencement 29 December 1966.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No. 116 (31 Dec. 1966) A345

This Decree amends Section 27(1) of the Post Office Act. after the words "fictitious 
postage stamp, the following words added "or bearing any postage stamp the sur­
face of which is smeared or coated with mucilage or any other substance'"

82 The Pool Betting Tax (Increase of Rate) Decree No.82 1966.
Commencement 29 December 1966: but Subsection 1(2) Commenced 1 April

Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.l 16 (31 Dec. 1966) A347
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Under this Decree the rate at which tax is to be levied under the Pool Betting Tax 
Act 1962 No.111 on moneys placed as stakes as mentioned in Section 1(1) of that 
Act is fixed at twenty percent. The Decree shall apply to the Federal Territory and 
Northern Nigeria only.

The Nigerian Council for Scientific and Industrial Research Decree 
No.83 1966.
Commencement 31 December 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.U6 (31 Dec. 1966) A349-A357

The purpose of this Decree is to establish a Council which will co-ordinate and en- 
c°urage scientific activities, including scientific research at all levels. The Council 
will be tire highest national body on scientific policy and for the purpose of con­
tacts with foreign organizations, including foundations interested in research. The 
Decree makes provision for the exercise of advisory and, later executive functions 
oy tlie Council. The Council will keep a register of all scientific organisations and 
ouH^V" countlT' al' wh‘ch are expected to support the Council and carry

The Criminal Justice (Miscellaneous Provisions) Decree No.84 1966 . 
Commencement 31 December 1966; Subsection 6(3) 4 April 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.l 16 (31 Dec. 1966) A359-A369

This Decree amends the criminal code as regards official corruption, as regards 
obtaining property or credit by fraud, as regards things capable of being stolen, 
and killing on provocation. Also the Decree amends the provisions relating to per­
sons under 17.

The Customs and Excise Management act (Amendment) (No.2) Decree 
No.85 1966.
Commencement 31 December 1966.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.l 16 (31 Dec. 1966) A371

Section 1 of this Decree re-enacts Section 161(2) of the Customs and Excise Man­
agement Act 1958 No.55 in a form (similar to Section 20(6) of the Dangerous Drugs 
Act, for which see Act No.4 of 1965) which fits the new Section 4(3) of the Criminal 
Procedure (Northern Region) Act 1960, for which see the Criminal Procedure 
(Northern Region) Decree 1966 (No.86).

86 The Criminal Procedure (Northern Region) Decree No.86 1966.
Commencement 31 December 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.l 16 (31 Dec. 1966) A373-A374

Section 1 of this Decree amends Section 4 of the Criminal Procedure (Northern 
Region) Act 1960 so as to make it clear that, where a Federal Act or Decree gives 
jurisdiction to any court for the trial or punishment of an offence against a Federal 
enactment, the Jurisdiction can be exercised in Northern Nigeria notwithstanding 
anything in the Criminal Procedure code law of Northern Nigeria. This will mean in 
particular, that magistrates there will have power to tiy all offences against the 
customs or excise laws, and impose the full punishments provided for such of­
fences.
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The Extradition Decree No.87 1966.
Commencement 31 December 1966.
Suppt Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.116 (31 Dec. 1966) A375-A391

This Decree establishes the extradition agreement made by Nigeria with any other 
country for the surrender by each country to the other of persons wanted for prose­
cution or punishment. This Decree shall apply to every separate country within 
the Commonwealth, and provides restrictions on surrender of fugitives.

The Limitation Decree No.88 1966.
Commencement 31 December 1966.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 53 No.l 16 (31 Dec. 1966) A393-A412

The limitation of actions is rule of public policy which holds it impolitic that per­
sons should be vexed with stalemated claims; hence, after a statutory period, a 
right of legal action is barred. The overriding purpose of the policy Is the automatic 
termination of litigation after a fixed period of time Irrespective (for the most part) 
of the merits of the case.

This Decree constitutes a comprehensive code of rules for the limitation of 
actions over the whole field of civil law.

There are elaborate provisions relating to the limitation of actions for the 
recovery of land, settled chattels, arrears of rent and annuities charged on movable 
property, actions In respect of trust property etc.

There are the usual provisions for the extension of the period of time in 
which an action can be brought in certain contingencies.

The Decree follows the prevailing practice of making the rules relating to 
disability, acknowledgement, part payment, fraud and mistake apply equally to all 
types of proceedings.

The Decree and any other limitation enactment apply to arbitrations as they 
apply to actions in the court.
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The Petroleum Profit* Tax (Amendment) Decree No.l 1967.
Commencement 5 January 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 54No.l (5 Jan. 1967) A1-A3

This Decree retains the application of the Petroleum Profits Tax Act 1959 No. 15 
subject to stated amendments as to "extent and application" i.e. scope, thereby in­
creasing the tax chargeable and the circumstances applicable Section 17A. Modi­
fication became effective from accounting periods beginning on or after 1 Jan. 
1966 and all other periods after the date of commencement 5th January 1967.

2 The Suppression of Robbery Decree No.2 1967.
Commencement 30 January 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 54 No.6 (2 Feb. 1967) A5

The Decree Amends parts of the Criminal Code (Cap. 42) 1958 by Increasing the 
punishments provided in Section 402 and Section 403, and the powers of arrest 
and prevention of escape for the offences under the Sections.

The University of Lago* Decree No.3 1967.
Commencement 8 March 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Exira. 54 No.15 (16 March 967) A7-A39

The Decree sets up the University as a legal entity providing for its constitution and 
functions. The Decree provides the establishment and objects of Colleges of 
Medicine and Education within the University. The Decree Introduces provision in 
relation to the conduct of visitations into the affairs of the University and the ap­
pointment and tenure of office of the Chancellor, the Pro-chancellor, the Vice- 
Chancellor, and principal ofllcers of the University.

The Police (Amendment) Decree No.4 1967.
Commencement 6 March 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.15 (16 March 1967) A41-A42

The Decree amends
(1) Section 14D of Police Act (Cap. 154) 1958 as to ranks on appointment of Super­
numerary Police Officer by omitting the following "...but no such rank shall be above 
that of Inspector'1. Also
(2) amends Section 31 of the Police Act as to the power of the court in disposing 
of property in Police possession by Inserting a new Section 31 (1A);
3) substituted a new Section 34 for the one under the Act as relates to the Po­
lice Reward Fund.
(4) amends Rule 22(2) of 1959 and its Amendment of 1962 as it relates to Public 
Funds of the Federation (Disbursement Rules - 1959 & 1962). Reference: Laws of 
Nigeria 49 of 1959 and 106 of 1962.
(5) repeals Section 33 of the Police Act and Regulations 42, 43 and 47(2) of the 
Police Act and Regulations 42.

The Territorial Waters Decree No.5 1967.
Commencement 8 March 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Exira. 54 No. 15(16 March. 1967) A43-A45

20
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The Customs Tariff (Amendment) Decree No.6 1967.
Commencement 16 March 1967.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.15 (16 Marchl967) A47

The Decree Amends the Customs Tariff Act 1963 No.3 as follows:
Section 3 - Omits the words "in the third column":
Section 7 - Inserts a new Subsection (2) and renumbers the existing one to 

Subsection (3):
Section 9 - Substitutes a new Subsection (2) and in Subsection (3) changes 

the first "shall be" to "is1'.

Lagos Town Planning (Miscellaneous Provisions) Decree No. 7 1967.
Commencement 6 March 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.15 (16 March 1967) A49-A53

This Decree authorises the Permanent Secretary charged with the responsibility 
for town planning in Lagos, to direct the Lagos Executive Development Board to 
prepare a master plan with the general object of securing the development of City 
of Lagos in accordance with recognised principles of town planning.

If the master plan is approved by the Permanent Secretary, the Lagos Exec­
utive Development Board will give notice of the approval in newspapers printed 
and published in Lagos, inviting free inspection and objection from any owner 
likely to be adversely affected by the plan. Objections and the grounds therefore 
are to be lodged with the Lagos Executive Development Board.

The schemes prepared in respect of a town planning area declared wider the 
Lagos Town Planning Act (Cap. 95) 1958 shall take into account the requirements 
of the master plan.

The Decree provides that where the Board requires finance for the further­
ance of the master plan or any scheme, and a power to borrow Is conferred on it by 
the Lagos Town Planning Act (Cap. 95). The power to borrow shall include authority 
to issue debenture stock.

The Constitution (Suspension and Modification) Decree No.8 1967.
Commencement Section 12(6) 17 January and Section 16(3) 10 March 1967).
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No. 16 (17 March 1967) A55-A92

The feature of this Decree is the vesting in the Supreme Military Council both the 
legislative and executive powers of the Government of the Federation. The Federal 
Executive Council which has hitherto exercised these powers has now been di­
vested of them, and it is henceforth to discharge those functions that are specifi­
cally delegated to it by the Supreme Military Council.

In the exercise of these legislative executive powers, the concurrence of the 
Head of the Federal Military Government and of all the Military Governors is. for the 
first time, made essential in respect of certain matters which are set out in Section 
69(6) of the Constitution. These are, to mention a few, matters affecting or relating 
to trade, commerce, Industry, transport, the Armed Forces, the Nigeria Police,

This Decree extends the limits of the territorial waters of Nigeria. The Decree 
establishes the Jurisdiction in respect of offences committed, and the restriction 
on trial of persons other than Nigerian citizens for offences committed in territorial 
waters. Repeals:- The Territorial Waters Jurisdiction Act 1879 and Section 58 of 
the Criminal Procedure Act.
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14 States (Creation and Transitional Provisions) Decree No. 14 1967.
Commencement 27 May 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.37 (27 May 1967) Al 03-Al 06

The Decree created States of the Federation out of the Regions (other than Mid­
Western Nigeria). It provided for the continuance of administrative and Judicial 
powers, transfer of property and delimitation of boundaries. See further Decree 
No's.19. 20, 25. 1967.

Parliament Dissolution Decree No. 12 1967.
Commencement 16 January 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.33 (12 May 1967) A99

The Decree dissolves Parliament and all its organs and offices with effect from 16th 
January 1966.

13 The Constitution (Repeal and Restoration) Decree No.13 1967.
Commencement 26 May 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.37 (27 May 1967) A101-A102

The Decree repeals the Constitution (Suspension Modification) Decree 1967 and 
restores Decrees No.l to 10 of 1966. See further Decree No.20 of 1967 & 27.

22 Index to the Laws of Nigeria, 1^66-1988________________________

higher education and the territorial Integrity of a Region and the Provisions of the 
Sections listed in the provision to Sectlon-4(1) of the Constitution.

The Appropriation Decree No. 9 1967.
Commencement 1 April 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No. 20 (1 April 1967) A93-A94

The Decree authorises the Accountant-General of the Federation when he receives 
warrants signed by the Supreme Military Council, to pay out the Consolidated Rev­
enue Fund of the Federation during the year ending 31st March 1968 the sums 
specified by the warrants not exceeding in the aggregate £68,484,070. The amount 
shall be appropriated to heads of expenditure as Indicated in the Schedule to this 
Decree. Also the Decree delegated powers to the permanent secretary of the Fed­
eral Ministry of Finance.

10 Supplementary Appropriations (1966-67) Decree No.lO 1967.
Commencement 31 March 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Exira. 54 No.25 (24 April 1967) A95

The Decree increases the amount mentioned in Section 1 of the Appropriation De­
cree 1966 by £1,586,812 and the additional amount shall be appropriated to heads 
of expenditure as Indicated in the Schedule of this Decree.

11 The State Security (Detention of Persons) Decree No.11 1967.
Commencement 29 April 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.30 (4 May 1967) A97-A98

The Decree empowers the detention of persons listed In the Schedule and approved 
the application of Section 2 to 6 of the State Security (Detention of Persons) Decree 
1966.



Section I: Main Entry/1967 23

15

16

17

18

The Decree (1) empowers the Head of the Federal Military Government to prohibit 
circulation of newspapers where he Is satisfied that the unrestricted circulation In 
Nigeria of the newspaper is or may be detrimental to the Interest of the Federation 
or of any State. (2) Also makes non-compliance an offence and stipulates the pun­
ishment.

Administrative Councils Decree No. 18 1967.
Commencement 31 May 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.40 (31 May 1967) Al 13-Al 14

Newspapers (Prohibition of Circulation) Decree No. 17 1967.
Commencement 30 May 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.39 (30 May 1967) Al 11-Al 12

The Constitution (Suspension and Modification) (Amendment) De­
cree No.16 1967.
Commencement 30 May 1967.
SuppL Fed Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.39 (30 May 1967) Al 09

This Decree amends the Section 8(2) of the Constitution (Suspension and Modifi­
cation Decree 1966 No.l (as restored by the Constitution) (Repeal and Restoration 
Decree 1967 No. 13). Under this Decree Lieutenant Colonel H.U. Katsina to be a 
member of the Supreme Military Council.

The Constitution (Financial Provisions) Decree No. 15 1967.
Commencement 27 May 1967.
SuppL Fed OJff. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.37 (27 May 1967) Al 07

The Decree provides for the sums payable to the Regions immediately before De­
cree 14 of 1967 be paid to the States in the proportions stated in the Schedule. 
Section 164 of the Constitution was suspended and Section 141 became applica­
ble.

The Decree provided for the smooth transition of the Northern and Eastern Re­
gions into States by establishing the Administrative Councils In the territories 
formerly known as the Northern Region, and Eastern Region. The Chairman of the 
respective Councils shall be appointed from time to time by the Head of the 
Federal Military Government by order. The Council is empowered to arrange the 
share to which each State is entitled in the assets of the former territory out of 
which the States were created, to establish departments of government or 
government institutions where necessary in the States, etc. See No.26,1967.

19 States (Creation and Transitional Provisions) (Amendment) Decree

Commencement 31 May 1967.
SuppL Fed Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.40 (31 May 1967) Al 15-Al 16

The Decree amends and substitutes a new Schedule for the Schedule of the States 
(Creation and Transitional Provisions) in Decree 1967 No. 14. The Decree estab­
lishes that where references are made to divisions they shall be read and construed 
as references td administrative divisions of Nigeria in the Report of the Con­
stituency Delimitation Commission 1964. See further Decree 20 & 25 1967
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The Decree provides for the adjustment of personnel of Federal Executive

2)

(3)

21

22
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Treasury Bills (Amendment) Decree No.21 1967.
Commencement 10 June 1967.
SuppL Fed. OJf. Gaz. Extra. 54NO.44 (10 June 1967) Al 19

Constitution (Miscellaneous Provisions) Decree No.20 1967.
Commencement 27 May 1967.
SuppL Fed. OJJ. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.43 (8 June 1967) Al 17-Al 18

Armed Forces and Police Special Powers Decree No.24 1967.
Commencement 1 June 1967.
SuppL Fed. OJJ. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.47 (21 June 1967) A125-A126

(a)
(b) 
(0 
(d)

The State Security (Detention of Persons)(No.3) Decree No.23 1967.
Commencement 20 March 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.45 (15 June 1967) A123

The State Security (Detention of Persons) (No.2) Decree No.22 1967.
Commencement 16 March 1967.
SuppL Fed. OJJ. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.45 (15 June 1967) A121

1) ' . , r  
Council by nullifying S. 1 (2)(b)(11) of Decree No.13 of 1967 in favour of S.8(3) of De­
cree No. 1 of 1966.

Also amends Decree No. 14 of 1967 as follows:
S.2 & S.7 have changes in words.
Sections 3,4,5 are repealed;
Sections 6 & 7 are renumbered, Sections 3 & 4 respectively.
Amends reference to Section 7(2) in section 1(b) of Decree No. 19, 1967 

Creates Executive Councils for the States. See No.25, 1967

The Decree establishes the power to detain certain persons named in the Schedule 
for a period of six months and transfers to such place or places as directed by the 
Head of the Federal Military Government. It provides for the application of 
Sections 2 - 6 of certain provisions of the State Security (Detention of Persons) 
Decree No.3 of 1966.

Under this Decree the Section 3(2) of the Treasury Bills Act 1959 (which as 
amended by the Treasury Bills Act 1962 provides that the principal sums repre­
sented by outstanding treasury bills are not to exceed forty percent of the esti­
mated federal revenue during the current year for the words "forty percent" "fifty 
percent" was substituted. Thereby increased the treasury bills to fifty percent of the 
estimated Federal revenue during the current year. Also the Decree repealed the 
Treasury Bills Act No.8 1962.

The Decree establishes the power to detain certain persons named in the Schedule 
for a period of six months and transfers to such place or places as directed by the 
Head of the Federal Military Government. It provides for the application of 
(Sections 2-6) certain provisions of the State Security (Detention of Persons) De­
cree No.3 of 1966.
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The Decree provides the police and members of the armed forces:
(1) Power of arrest without warrant etc; ■
(2) Power of entry, search and seizure of any olfenslve weapon, firearm, ammu­
nition etc;
(3) Power of detention by Inspector-General of Police/Chlef of Staff of the 
Armed Forces.
(4) Conferment of powers and Immunities of Police Officers on every member of 
the Armed forces subject to rank and commission. See No.31 of 1967.

State (Creation and Transitional Provisions) (Amendment) (No.2) 
Decree No.24 1967.
Commencement 27 June 1967.
Suppl Fed. Off. Caz. Extra. 54 No.50 (30 June 1967) A127-A128

The Decree amends the States (Creation and Transitional Provisions) 1967 No.14, 
and establishes the transfer of certain public property.

It also amends Decree No.20 of 1967, and No.20 of 1963 (1963 Constitution) 
and No. 19 of 1967.

The Interim Administrative Councils (Amendment) DecreeNo.26 1967.
Commencement 29 June 1967.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.50 (30 June 1967) A129-A131

Under this Decree the Administrative Councils Decree 1967 No. 18 became known 
as the Interim Administrative Councils Decree 1967 (referred to as "the Principal 
Decree"). The Decree establishes restriction on the life of the Councils. The Interim 
Council while it exists has authority to approve estimates of revenue and expendi­
ture in respect of a former territory or of any of the States created out of the former 
territory. The Interim Council has powers to appoint persons to hold or act In of­
fices in the public service, and to enter into contracts or other arrangements.

27 Constitution (Miscellaneous Provisions) (No.2) Decree No.27 1967.
Commencement 26 May 1967 except Section 3 which came Into operation 1 
June 1967.
Suppl Fed. Off. Caz. Extra. 54 No.56 (13 July 1967) Al 33-Al 37

This Decree amends the Constitution (Suspension and Modification) Decree 1966 
No.l and the Decree reviving it, the Constitution (Repeal and Restoration) Decree 
1967 No.13. The Decree provides for the vesting of diverse functions under the ex­
isting law. The Supreme Court shall cease to have Jurisdiction to hear and deter­
mine appeals in any matter from the High Court of the Western State of Nigeria 
(including appeals in and proceedings pending in any court in the State) except in 
any case in which notice of appeal to the Supreme Court has been filed before 1st 
June 1967. The functions of the Attorney-General of the Region shall include the 
exercise, subject to the authority of the Military Governor of the Region of general 
direction and control over the Ministry of Justice of the Region.

The Decree revoked the following delegated orders;
L.N. 84 of 1966 - completely
L.N. 7 of 1967 - completely
LN. 13 of 1967-partly
L.N. 42 of 1967 - completely
LN. 68 of 1966 completely
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32 International Institute of Tropical Agriculture Decree No.32 1967. 
Commencement 24 July 1967) A149-A159
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 54 No 64 (27 July 1967) Al 49-Al 59

This Decree establishes the institute to be called and known as the International 
Institute of Tropical Agriculture to exercise the functions and powers and pursue 
the objectives assigned to it by this Decree.

Index to the Laws of Nigeria, 1966-1988
Petroleum Control Decree No.28 1967.
Commencement 13 July 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No. 56 (13 July 1967) A139-A142

(1) The Decree appoints an authority for the control of the storage, transporta­
tion and distribution of petroleum, co-ordinated by the Commissioner for Mines & 
Power for the Federation.
(2) It delegated power of appointment of deputy controllers to the Military Gov­
ernors.
(3) The controller has the power to require oil companies to register with the 
Ministry of Mines and Power, delivery of crude oil, require "the bailee" to provide 
storage facilities on Import of petroleum.

The Legal Education (Amendment) Decree No.29.
Commencement 12 July 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra 54 No.57 (17 July 1967) A143

This Decree amends Section 3 of the Legal Education Act 1962 No.12 (which pro­
vides for a qualifying certificate leading to enrolment). Under this Decree qualifying 
certificates to be Issued to Nigerians only.

30 The Post and Telecommunications Proceedings Decree 1967.
Commencement 12 July 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. Exira 54 No;57 (17 Jufyl967) A145

Under this Decree the provisions of Section 104 Act 1965 No.20 of the Constitution 
of the Federation (which relates to the power of the Attorney-General of the Feder­
ation to institute, continue or discontinue criminal proceedings against any person 
in any court of law, was extended to the investigation officer. The Decree estab­
lishes that an investigation officer in the Ministry of Communication may conduct 
prosecutions in respect of matters relating to the posts and telecommunications. 
The Decree establishes the conduct of proceedings by investigation officer etc.

31 The Public Security Decree No.31 1967.
Commencement 26 July 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra 54 No. 63 (26 July 1967) Al 47-Al 48

The Decree makes It an offence to possess certain explosives and ammunitions, 
explosive firearms or offensive weapon or discards in any manner etc. shall be 
guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to be sentenced to death or to impris­
onment for a term of not less than 21 years. "It extends the Jurisdiction of Decree 
No.24 of 1967 to such offences".
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This Decree establishes the power to detain certain persons named in the Sched­
ule for a period of six months, and transfers to such place or places, as directed by 
the Head of the Federal Military Government. It provides the application of certain 
provisions of the State Security (Detention of Persons) Decree 1966 No.3.

The State Security (Detention of Persons)(No.4) Decree No.36 1967.
Commencement 19 July 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.68 (7 Aug. 1967) A169-A170

The Decree provides miscellaneous amendments to Central Bank of Nigeria Act. 
The Act is further amended by Inserting immediately after Section 29 a new Sec­
tion, "which gave the bank additional powers to require certain information". See 
No.50 1967.

The Oaths Act (Amendment and Restricted Application) Decree No. 
37 1967.
Commencement 2 August 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.70 (14 Aug. 1967) A171

The Decree amends the Oaths Act 1963 No.23 and restricts its application to Lagos 
State. It thereby makes the Oath Decree 1967 the applicable law.

The Interim Administrative Councils (Amendment) (No.2) Decree 
No.38 1967.
Commencement 2 August 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.70 (14 Aug. 1967) Al 73

The Decree amends the Section 3(2) of the Interim Administrative Councils 
(Amendment) Decree. The Decree provides the restriction on power of Interim 
Council to appoint Judges of Sharia Court of Appeal.

The Administration of Justice (South Eastern State). Decree No.34 
1967.
Commencement 4 August 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.67 (4 Aug. 1967) Al 63

This Decree constituted the Ogoja and Obudu divisions of the South Eastern State 
into Magisterial Districts. The Decree establishes a Magistrate Court, and assigned 
a Magistrate in each of the districts It provided for the applicable law to be Laws of 
Eastern Nigeria.

Central Bank of Nigeria Act. (Amendment) Decree No.35 1967.
Commencement 1 April 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.68 (7 Aug. 1967) A165-A167

The Public Security (Commencement) Decree No.33 1967.
Commencement 1 Jul. 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.65 (27 July 1967) A161

This Decree changed the commencement date 26th July 1967 of Decree No. 31 
1967 to 1st June 1967.
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Requisition and Other Power* Decree No.39 1967.
Commencement 9 July 1967. «
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz Extra. 54 No.79 (14 Sept. 1967) A175-A183

The Decree establishes that the Head of the Federal Military Government may 
during any emergency period, by notice in the Gazette designate any person as a 
requisitioning authority. The person may be a member of the armed forces, above 
the rank of major or police officer of or above the rank of superintendent, and ad­
ministrative officers of or above the rank of class I. The person is empowered to 
requisite land or means of transport.
(2) It also gives power for the requisition of articles other than land or vehicles, 
and the acquisition of ownership thereafter.
(3) It provides for the payment and amount of compensation for requisitioned 
articles and a limitation of time for claiming such compensation, except in cases 
where compensation is excluded.

Police Act (Authority to Reprint) Decree No.41 1967.
Commencement 10 October 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 54 No.87 (12 Oct. 1967) A189-A205

This Decree authorises the Federal Government Printer to reprint as amended and 
modified the Police Act of 1964 No.l. The Act makes provision for the organization, 
discipline, powers and duties of the Police.

The National Provident Fund (Amendment) Decree No.40 1967.
Commencement 14 September 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra 54 No. 80 (21 Sept. 1967) A185-A187

This Decree provides miscellaneous amendments of the National Provident Fund 
Act 1961 No.20.

Custom* Tariff (Amendment) (No.2) Decree No.41 1967.
Commencement 20 Oct. 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.89 (19 Oct. 1967) A207

The Decree amends the Customs Tariff Act 1965 No.3 by renumbering Section 3 as 
Subsection (1) and Inserting new Subsection (2) & (3) thereby imposing recon­
structing surcharge in certain cases.

43 Excise Tariff (Amendment) Decree No.43 1967.
Commencement 20 Oct. 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.89 (19 Oct. 1967) A209

The Decree amends the Excise Tariff Decree 1967 by renumbering Section (1) as a 
Subsection and Inserting a new Subsection (2) thereby Imposing reconstruction 
surcharge of 5 per centum (5%) in certain cases.

The Capital Gains Tax Decree No.44 1967.
Commencement 1 April 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No. 91 (24 Oct 1967) A211-A235
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Under this Decree the 1967-68 year of assessment, and for each subsequent year of 
assessment, a company shall in respect of its total profits each year, be chargeable 
to a tax called "Super Tax". The Decree establishes the power to vary the rate of tax, 
and the Super Tax not to be allowed as a deduction under Section 27 of the Act of 
1961. The Board shall in respect of each year of assessment prepare lists of com­
panies assessed to Super Tax that year.

(1)
(2)

Super Tax Decree No.46 1967.
Commencement 1 April 1967.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.97 (10 Nov. 1967) A239-A243

Administration of Justice (Eastern States) Decree No.48 1967 
Commencement 15 November 1967.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No. 100 (20 Nov. 1967) A253-A254

Paragraph 6(b) of Income Tax Management Actl961 No.21 
Under the "Companies Income Tax Act 1961" Section 31 and 
Paragraph 5(b) of 3rd Schedule (c) Under the "Personal Income Tax 
(Lagos) Act 1961 the reference to Section 15 shall be omitted.

The Finance (Miscellaneous Taxation) Decree No.47.
Commencement 1 October 1967.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.97 (10 Nov. 1967) A245-A252

Under this Decree the proviso to each of the following enactments (a) Subsection 
(1) of Section 5 of the Customs and Excise Management Act 1958; (b) Subsection 5 
of Section 4 of the Companies Income Tax Act 1961 (c) SubsecUon (5) of Section 3 
of the Personal Income Tax (Lagos) Act 1961 were revived, and have effect as if the 
finance (Removal of Restrictions) Act 1961 had not been passed, and the enact­
ment shall be repealed accordingly, so that the provisos as so revived shall be con­
strued as if there were substituted therein for references to "Minister" references to 
"Commissioner".

The Decree:
Amends Part V of the companies Income Tax Act 1961 No.22
Amends Section 15 of the PersonaHncome Tax (Lagos Actl961 No.23 and its 

amendment of 1966.
(3) Amends the definition of "Industrial building or structure"ln the 5th and 3rd 
Schedules respectively of the Income Tax Management Act 1961 No.22(4); Repeals
(4) Section 31(6) of the Companies Income Tax (Amendment) Decree 1966 
No. 65. References to the following "Schedule 5 of Income Tax (Amendment) Decree 
1966".

(1)
(ii)
(hi)

(1) The decree establishes the Capital Gains Tax and stipulates the changeable

(2) It provides the yardstick for its computation, both for specific and miscella­
neous matters. , , ,, , . ,
(3) It also provides the administrative machinery for its enforcement and 
makes the provisions of the Income Tax Act applicable.

The Income Tax (Amendment) Decree No.45 1967.
Commencement Subsection (2) and (5) 1 Oct. 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54NO.94 (3 Nov. 1967) A237-A238
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namely. Central Eastern, South Eastern and Rivers State • 7 shaU a
State (Creation and Transitional Provisions) (Amendmen ) magisterial

49 International Centre for the Settlement of Investment p
(Enforcement of Awards) Decree No.49 1967.
Commencement 29 November 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No.105 (30 Nov. 1967) A2bb

This Decree establishes that the award of j!!?men°of the Supreme
Investment Disputes is to have effect as award in final J g
Court

Central Bank of Nigeria Act (Amendment) (No.2) No.50 Decree 1967.
Commencement 1 April 1967.  a„
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. Extra. 54 No.107 (14 Dec. 1967) A247

This Decree amends Section 29(1) of the Central Bank NigeriaAct (Cap. 30) 1967 
No.35. As amended by paragraph (f) of Section (1) of No.35 oi 19b/.

51 The Central Bank (Currency Conversion) Decree No.51 1967.
Commencement 30 December 1967. men
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 54 No. 110 (30 Dec. 1967) A259-A260

The Decree gives the Federal Commissioner of Finance the power to fix an 
date of conversion when currency is altered as legal ten er.

52 The National Reconstruction and Development Savings 
1967.
&oj”<h i9ct> “61M71
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South Eastern State Interim Marketing Board Decree No.3 1968.
Commencement 27 January 1968.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No.6 (25 Jan. 1968) A5-A6

The National Reconstruction and Development Savings (Amendment) 
Decree No.l 1968.
Commencement 3 January 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 55 No.6 (25 Jan. 1968) A1-A2

The Decree provides sundry amendments of Principal Decree 1967 No.52. The De­
cree made provision for persons who are self-employed, flat rate payers to pay to 
the Inland Revenue an amount of ten shillings on or before the end of January 
1968, to the extent that contributions to the fund may be payable in any succeeding 
year, in that month of every year.

Constitution (Suspension and Modification) (Amendment) Decree
No.2 1968.
Commencement Section 1 16 November 1967; other Sections 26 May 
1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No.7 (29 Jan. 1968) A3

In this Decree Section 8(2) of the Constitution Suspension and Modification De­
cree 1961 No.l is amended. The Decree established that the Director of Training 
and Planning to be a member of the Supreme Military Council.

The Decree further amends Part IV of Schedule 4 of Decree No.l of 1966 by 
replacing the authorities of the Governor and Premier in the Western State Consti­
tution in Section 52 (4)(6)(7) (8)(9) with those of the Supreme Military Council and 
the Advisory Judicial Committee.

Military Courts (Special Powers) Decree No.4 1968.
Commencement 1 June 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No.9 (1 Feb 1966) A7-A9

The Decree establishes the Armed Forces Disciplinary Court. This court may in 
time of war or during the continuance of the state of emergency in Nigeria be con­
vened by the Commanding Officer of a unit of the armed forces. It also provides 
guidelines for its membership and the limitation of its Jurisdiction.

Amphetamine and Other Drugs (Control) Decree No.5 1968.
Commencement 8 February 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No. 12 (9 Feb. 1968) Al 1-A12

The Decree established the Interim Marketing Board for the South Eastern State, 
replacing the Eastern Nigerian Marketing Board. The new board is to assume and 
exercise the rights, powers, duties of obligations of the ENMB as conferred by the 
Eastern Nigeria Marketing Board law (Cap. 42) only in so far as it affects the State. 
The ENMB ceases to function in the State.
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Under this Decree the substances mentioned in the Schedule to this Decree is re­
ferred to as "Controlled Substances". Except these’ controlled substances are ex­
empted otherwise they are declared poisonous substances, and are to be imported 
only under licence. The Decree empowered the Federal Commissioner for Health to 
license the Importation of the controlled substances etc.

The Interim Administrative Councils (Amendment) Decree No.6 1968.
Commencement 8 February 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No. 12 (9 Feb. 1968) A13

The Decree empowers Interim Administrative Councils established by Section 1(1) 
of Decree No. 18 of 1967 to modify existing laws having effect within their area of 
Jurisdiction in so far as it is not a decree or law having the effect of a decree. It also 
amends paragraph (a) of Section 1(3) of Volume 18 of 1967.

Central - West (Change of Name etc.) Decree No.7 1968.
Commencement 16 February 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No. 19 (1 March 1968) Al 5

This Decree amends the Schedule to the State (Creation and Transitional Provi­
sion) Decree 1967 No. 14, and the Schedule to the States (Creadon and Transitional 
Provisions) (Amendment) Decree 1967 No. 19. The Decree changed the name of the 
Central West State to Kwara State, and declared that the capital of the State shall 
be the town of Ilorin.

Patent Rights (Limitation) Decree No.8 1968.
Commencement 13 March 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. Extra. 55 No.24 (14 March 1968) A17-A19

Under this Decree where a Commissioner is satisfied in respect of an article to 
which this Decree applies and intended for use in Nigeria, may authorise any per 
son Including a government department to purchase, make use, exercise or ve 
the inventions for the services of the Federal Republic.

The Legal Practitioners (Amendment) Decree No.9 1968.
Commencement 13 March 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No.24 (14 March 1968) A21

The Decree amends the Legal Practitioners Act 1962 No.33 and the Legal Practi 
tioners (Amendment) Act 1965 No.31. The Decree established restriction °n mem­
bership of tribunal or panel "as to exclude practitioners in the Bench and Bar in­
terested in matters from sitting in such panels or tribunals .

10 The Internal Loans Decree No.10 1968.
Commencement 13 March 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No.24 (14 March 1968) A23

The Decree amends SecUon 1 of the Internal Loans Act 1962 No. 10 (a) by 
all words in Subsection (1) after the word "Nigeria" up to and deluding in Subsec 
tion (2) the word "Subsection" and thereby deleting the word (2) , an Y 
ing for the words so repealed and deleted the words, "the^proceedsi of which ^ter 
deducting expenses incurred in raising the loan"; and (b) by renum ng 
tion (3) and (4) as (2) and (3) respectively.
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The Decree repeals Decree No. 38 of 1967.

13

14

15 Petroleum Control [Amendment] Decree No. 15 1968.
Commencement 4 April 1968 .
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No.29 (5 Aprill968) A51

Export of Nigerian Produce (Special Provisions) Decree No.14 1968.
Commencement 4 April 1968.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No.29 (5 April 1968) A49-A50

The Lagos State (Interim Provisions) Decree No. 13 1968.
Commencement 27 May 1967: Sections 5(4) and 10 1 April 1968; Section 11 
April 4 1968.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No.29 (5 April 1968) A41-A47

The Interim Common Services Agency Decree No. 12 1968.
Commencement 1 April 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No.29 (5 April 1968) A29-A40

The Decree establishes financial provisions etc. in respect of the Interim Govern­
ment of the Lagos State. It also delegates the executive functions to the Military 
Governor of the State, the establishment of Ministries, and Constitution of offices, 
public service etc. for Lagos State.

The Decree establishes the financial provisions etc. in respect of the Interim 
Government of Lagos State"

In this Decree the Interim Administrative Council established by the Interim Ad­
ministrative Councils Decree 1967 No. 18 for the territory formerly known as the 
Northern Region was replaced by an agency known as the Interim Common Ser­
vices Agency. The Decree provides the vesting of property etc. In the agency.

It also granted special powers to the Agency other than those expressly 
provided. It empowers the Federal Military Government to take over the adminis­
tration of certain services and modification of laws relating to them.

It amends parts of the Decree No.26 of 1967 as affects the former territory of 
Northern Nigeria and modifies the application, by relating it to the Agency rather 
than the Interim Council.

Currency Conversion (South-Eastern and Other States) Decree No. 11 
1968.
Commencement 14 March 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz Extra. 55 No.24 (14 March1968) A25

The Decree establishes the power to exchange currency notes in liberated areas 
such as the Ogoja Province of the South-Eastern State, and elsewhere in that State 
and in the Rivers and East-Central States as occasion may require.

The Decree empowers the Federal Commissioner for Trade and Industries, where 
he is satisfied in the interest of the public, may from time to time give to the Nige­
rian Produce Marketing Company limited directions either general or special for 
the more effective management and control of export of Nigerian produce, and the 
conservation of foreign exchange.
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18 Customs Tariff (Amendment) Decree No.18 1968.
Commencement 29 April 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No.36 (29 Aprill968) A57

This Decree amends Section 3 of the Customs Tariff Act 1965 No.3 (which relates to 
payment of reconstruction surcharge in certain cases). The Decree established 
that unmanufactured tobacco Imported from the manufacture of cigarettes sur­
charge at the rate of five per centum, and any other case, at the rate of seven and 
half per centum. The Decree also established the exemption from payment of a re­
construction surcharge relating to tariff item 03. 02A (stockfish).

19- Excise Tariff (Amendment) Decree No. 19 1968.
Commencement 29 April 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No.36 (29 Aprill968) A59

The Decree amends the Subsection (2) of Section 1 of the Excise Tariff Act 1965 
No.30 (which relates to the payment of a reconstruction surcharge in certain 
cases). The Decree established that in addition to excise duty chargeable there 
shall be payable a reconstruction surcharge In the case of beer, other native liquor 
at the rate of three shillings per gallon. In the case of cigarettes at the rate of 3 
pence per twenty cigarettes. In the case of lemonade and other aerated waters, 
whether flavoured or not at the rate of two shillings per gallon, and in any other 
case, at the rate of five per centum.
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This Decree amends the Petroleum Control Decree 1966 No.28 thereby extended 
the definition of "petroleum", by inserting In the definition of petroleum immedi­
ately after the word "kerosene", the words "other petroleum products of any de­
scription".

The Tin Production and Development Revolving Loans Fund Decree 
No.16 1968.
Commencement 4 April 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No.29 (5 April 1968) A53-A54

The Decree establishes the Revolving Loan Fund and stipulates its purpose as the 
promotion of efficient and higher productivity In the tin mining Industry and par­
ticularly assisting eligible small mining operators.

It provides for the disbursements from the fund to be made In accordance 
with the rules pursuant to Section 23 of the Finance (Control and Management) Act 
33 1958. It Amends Schedule I of the Act 33 of 1958.

17 Central Bank of Nigeria Act (Amendment) Decree No.17 1968.
Commencement 29 November 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 55 No.34 (25 April 1968) A55

Under this Decree the Central Bank of Nigeria may In any return prepared by the 
Bank disclose the gold tranche position of Nigeria In the International Monetary 
Fund. Also the Central Bank of Nigeria Act (Cap. 30) 1958 Is hereby amended by 
Inserting In Section 45 (which relates to publication of sundry matters) 
Immediately after Subsection (4) thereof a new Subsection as follows - "(5) In the 
application of this Section, the gold tranche position In the International 
Monetary".
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24 Public Moneys (Impounding) Decree No.24 1968.
Commencement 27 March 1968.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No.39 (6 May 1968) A91-A92

The Decree provides for the dispensation with the legal requirement of essential 
proof by an institution for the recovery of money in a bank, notwithstanding the 
provisions of Part III of the 1963 Constitution, or any other rule of law or enact­
ment.
.. « Under this Decree it is lawful for a bank examiner to serve personally upon 
the general manager of the bank a copy of this Decree together with a reaulsltion in writing by the Secretary to the Federal Military Government, requiring paS 
" , m "k f??ney landing to the credit of the person concerned^ hdd in 

feet of°s" S no£eTZreqXmo°nf the ThC establlshed ef-

The Kaduna Polytechnic Decree No.20 1968.
Commencement 25 April 1968.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 55 No.37 (2 May 1968) A61-A69

This Decree establishes the Kaduna Polytechnic. The Decree made provision for 
the establishment of the Board of Governors and vests it with the function of 
general supervision and control of the Polytechnic, the appointment of principal 
and other officers, and other organs of the Institution. It made it a legal entity 
capable of holding property by the provision for the transfer of property.

21 Trade Disputes (Emergency Provisions) Decree No.21 1968.
Commencement 4 May 1968.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 55 No.37 (4 May 1968) A71-A85

This Decree makes provisions for the settlement of trade disputes arising within a 
period of emergency such as Nigeria had in 1966-1970.

It makes it mandatory for parties to a trade agreement to deposit such col­
lective agreements with the Federal Commission for Labour, within thirty days of 
the commencement of the decree. It enacted the procedure to be adopted In the 
settlement of trade disputes giving discretionary powers to the commissioner. The 
decree goes further to make provisions for the appointment of a Board of Inquiry 
and an Arbitration Tribunal, also spelling out their powers.

22 Requisition and Other Powers (Amendment) Decree No.22 1968.
Commencement 9 July 1967.
Suppl Fed. O_ff Gaz. Extra. 55 No.39 (6 May 1968) A87-A88

This Decree amends the Requisition and Other Powers of Decree 1967 No.39, and 
provided power to give notice etc. of requisition by substituted service.

23 The Midwives (Amendment) Decree No.23 1968.
Commencement 3 April 1968.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz Extra. 55 No.39 (6 May 1968) A89-A90

This Decree amends Section 1 of the Midwives Decree 1966 No.79, to provide for 
wider representation in the profession of Midwifery in Nigeria.

It substitutes new paragraph s(a) and (b) for Section 1(2) (a) and (b) of No.79 
1966.



36

25

26

Flags of Nigerian Ships Decree No.29 1968.
Commencement 14 May 1968.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No.42 (14 May 1968) A101-A102

The Decree establishes that flags as evidence of nationality of Nigerian ships other 
than ships of the Nigerian Navy or Naval Reserve are enslgned for use on Nigerian 
ships and distinguished by the colour of their respective grounds. For ships owned 
by any of the governments of Nigeria, the flag shall have a blue ground with the 
national flag filling the top left hand corner and quarter of the hoist and be known 
as the blue ensign. For ships other than those owned by any of the governments of 
Nigeria, the flag shall have a red ground with the national flag filling the top left 
hard comer and quarter of the hoist, and be known as the red ensign. The Decree 
established that the Commissioner for Defence may prescribe the flag to be worn 
by vessels of the Nigerian Navy or of the Naval Reserve.
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The Supplementary Appropriation (1967-68) Decree No.25 1968. 
Commencement 31 March 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No.42 (14 May 1968 )A93

This Decree Increases the amount mentioned In Section (1) of the Appropriation 
Decree 1967 No.9 to be £7,352,690 and the additional amount shall be appropri­
ated to heads of expenditure as directed in the Schedule to this Decree.

The Betting Duties (Amendment) Decree No.26 1968.
Commencement Section 1-28 Dec. 1961: Section 2 - 14 April 1960; Section 3 
11 May 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No.42 (14 May 1968) A95.

The Decree amends by changing the title of the Western Region Betting Duty Law 
1954 (Cap..2O) to Betting Duty Act of 1961 No.57. The Decree provides the reduction 
in rate of duty in respect of totalisator betting etc. This Decree shall apply to that 
part of Lagos State formerly known as Federal Territory. While the Betting Duty 
(Ls^os) Amendment Act 1960 No.4 is repealed.

27 The Appropriation Decree No.27 1968.
Commencement 1 April 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz Extra. 55 No.42 (14 May 1968) A97-A98

The Decree authorises the Attorney-General of the Federation when he receives 
warrants signed by the Federal Executive Council to pay out of the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund during the year ending 31st March 1969, the sum specified by war­
rants not exceeding in the aggregate £64,570,800.

28 Central Bank of Nigeria Act (Amendment) (No.2) Decree No.28 1968.
Commencement 8 May 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No.42 (14 May 1968) A99-A100

The Decree provides for the Federal Commissioner of Finance in consultation with 
the Central Bank of Nigeria, when duly satisfied as to the need for and the security 
provided by a Marketing Board, to direct the Central Bank to make an advance to 
such Marketing Board for the purchase of commodity. This Decree extends the 
general powers of the Central Bank.

29
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The Decree validates the citizenship of persons named in the Schedule as if the 
same was applied for and granted under Section 8 of the 1963 No.20 Constitution 
and Section 3 of the Nigerian Citizenship Act 1960 No.43 as amended by Section 4 
of the Nigerian Citizenship Act 1961 No.9.

Oil in Navigable Waters Decree No.34 1968.
Commencement 22 April 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 55 No.49 (27 June 1968) Al 11-A128.

Tin Ore (LiabUity for Royalty Payments) Decree No.33 1968.
Commencement 14 July 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 55 No.48 (20 June 1968) A109

The Nigerian Citizenship Validation Decree No.32 1968.
Commencement 15 June 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 55 No.48 (20 June 1968) A107 - Al 08.

The Decree Is an enabling legislation for the effective enforcement of the terms of 
"the international convention for the prevention of pollution of the sea by oil 1954" 
as amended in 1962. It prohibits the discharge of certain oils into designated pro­
hibited areas of the sea, and provides penalties for offences as created under Sec­
tions 1, 3 and 5 of the Decree.

The Decree establishes that where tin ore is delivered for smelting in Nigeria, the 
smelter of tin ore to be agent of the producer for royalty payments. It therefore au­
thorises him to make necessary deductions from the amount payable by him to the 
producer, to satisfy the royalty payments due.

Pest Control of Produce (Special Powers) Decree No.30. 1968.
Commencement 29 May 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 55 No.45 (30 May 1968) Al 03-Al 04.

The Decree provides special powers to pest control inspectors by the Federal 
Commissioner for Trade. In the performance of his duties at all reasonable times 
on production of his authority, he can enter buildings of any description and 
vehicles within a port area, or when it is in port or within port approaches with the 
purpose of inspecting the condition of the holds or the produce stored.

The Treasury Bills (Amendment) Decree No.31 1968.
Commencement 20 May 1968.
Suppt Fed. Off. Gaz. 55 No.47 (13 June 1968) Al 05.

The Decree provides for the increase of treasury bills issued by amending Section 
3(2) of the Treasury Bills Act 1959 No. 11 (as amended by the Treasury Bills 
(Amendment) Decree 1967 No.21) to read "eighty-five percent" instead of" "fifty-five 
percent". The Decree repeals No.21 of 1967.

The Income Tax Management (Amendment) Decree No.35 1968
Commencement 27 May 1968)
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 55 No.52 (18 July 1968) A129.
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The State Lands (Compensation) Decree No.38 1968.
Commencement 29 July 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 55 No.56 (8 Aug. 1968) A149-A151

This Decree deals with the compensation payable under Section 24 of the Principal 
Act 1958 (Cap. 45) (which deals with State lands sold or leased under that Act, re­
sumed by the State for the purposes of constructing roads, railways and certain 
other public undertakings). The compensation shall be assessed and computed in 
accordance with the provisions of this Decree. The Decree established that in 
computing compensation payable, account shall be taken of any building, instal­
lation or crops on the land consumed.

The National Reconstruction and Development Savings (Amendment) 
(No.2) Decree 1968.
Commencement 1 June 1968.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 55 No.56 (8 Aug. 1968) A153

This Decree makes sundry amendment of Section 6 of the National Reconstruction 
and Development Savings Decree 1967 No.52. The Decree provided a new Subsec­
tion (3) and the provisions of this Section equally apply to persons by whom con­
tributions are payable to the National Provident Fund under the National Provident 
Fund Act 1961 No.20.

Also Subsection (8) is amended by adding after the word "to be deducted" the 
words "or resulting from the operation of this section or otherwise, by or".
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This Decree amends the constitution of the Joint Tax Board as constituted under 
Section 27 of the Income Tax Management Act 1961 No.21. The Decree provided 
that the Board shall consist of one member of the Federal Board of Inland Revenue, 
to be nominated by the Federal Commissioner for Finance. Also one member for 
each State is to be nominated by the Commissioner of the State in question 
charged with responsibilities for matters relating to income tax.

36 The Nigerian Railway Corporation (Amendment) Decree No.36 1968.
Commencement 20 July 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 55 No.53 (25 July 1968) A131

The Decree amends Section 58 of the Nigerian Railway Corporation Act 1958 (Cap. 
139) (which empowers the Corporation to make by-laws) inserting a new Subsec­
tion (2A) thereby providing that where a by-law makes provision in respect of ob­
struction of a railway by way of damage, or in any manner likely to interrupt, or en­
danger the smooth running of the railway, the Corporation and its servants shall 
not incur liability for damage caused in removing the obstruction. The Corporation 
may recover damage from the person causing the obstruction.

37 The Investigation of Assets (Public Officers and Other Persons) De 
cree No.37 1968.
Commencement 29 July 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No.54 (30 July 1968) A133-A147

This Decree provides the power to Investigate the assets of public officers, whether 
or not at the commencement of this Decree such officers have ceased to be public 
officers.
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The Decree provides the miscellaneous amendments of the Investigation of Assets 
(Public Officers and other Persons) Decree 1968 No.37.

The Constitution (Miscellaneous Provisions) (Amendment) Decree 
No.44 1968.
Commencement 21 August 1968.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No.60 (26 Aug. 1968) Al 63

'Survey Co-ordination (Amendment) Decree No.42 1968.
Commencement 16 August 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No.58 (20 Aug. 1968) A159-A160

This Decree provides sundry amendments of Section 1 of the Survey Co-ordination 
Act 1962 No.28. The Decree establishes that all aerial films in connection with the 
survey work in question in Nigeria are to be processed and submitted for examina­
tion before prints are made from them or before they are used for any purposes.

The Investigation of Assets (Public Officers and Other Persons 
(Amendment) Decree No.43 1968.
Commencement 20 August 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 55 No.58 (20 Aug. 2968) A161

The Treasury Certificates Decree No.40 1968.
Commencement 6 Aug 1968.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 55 No. 56 (8 August 1968) Al 15-Al 56

The Decree establishes the authority for the Central Bank to issue Treasury Cer­
tificates when authorised in writing by the Commissioner for Finance "as a means 
of borrowing money".

The Supplementary Appropriation (1967-68) (No.2) Decree No.41 
1968.
Commencement 31 March 1968.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 55 No.57 (15 Aug. 1968) A157

This Decree increases the amount mentioned in Section 1 of the Appropriation De­
cree 1967 by £8,302,346., and provides that the additional amount be appropriated 
as specified in the.Schedule to the Decree.

The Decree amends Section 2(3) of the Constitution (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
(No.2) Decree 1967 No.27. The Decree hereby substituted that where, in respect of 
Lagos State there are references in any existing law which is made for, or has been 
adapted to, the follower Federal territory or for or to Lagos as if it were a Region. 
The references, however made (a) To "President" or "Prime Minister" shall be 
construed as references to Military Governor of Lagos State; (b) to the "House of 
Representatives" "Senate" or "Council of Ministers" shall be construed as references 
to the ExecuUve Council of Lagos State (c) to any Minister of the Government, other 
than "Prime Minister" shall be construed as references to the appropriate State 
Commissioner and where there is no State Commissioner, to the Military Governor 
of Lagos State.
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The Forfeiture of Assets, etc. (Validation) Decree No.45 1968.
Commencement 28 August 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No.61 (28 Aug. 1968) A165-A169

The Decree provides for the Validation of Forfeiture Orders etc. made under laws 
repealed by Section 14(1) of the Investigation of Assets (Public Officers and other 
Persons) of Decree 1968 No.37, "and Schedule 2 of the same Decree 1963 No.37. It 
expressly excluded the Jurisdiction of courts and the abatement of proceedings in 
relation to any acts done thereunder and also prohibits the application of Chapter 
III of the 1963 No.20 Constitution accordingly".

46 Customs and Excise Management (Amendment) Decree No.46 1968.
Commencement 28 August; Section 9 1 January 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 55 No.62 (29 Aug. 1968) A171-A173

The Decree amends Section 2 of the Customs and Excise Management Act 1958 
No.55. Also Section 67 of the Act is amended, and a new Section 67A inserted im­
mediately after Section 67A It provided power to the Commissioner to regulate 
boarding or disembarking by ship chandlers. Also further amends Section 74, Sec­
tion 107A Section 108, Section 135 etc.

47 The Interim Common Services Agency (Amendment) Decree No.47

Commencement 3 September 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No.63 (3 Sept. 1968 )A175-Al 76

The Decree provides miscellaneous amendment of Section 1(3) of the Interim 
Common Services Agency Decree 1968 No. 12. hereby established that the agency 
shall consist of the the Military Governors from each State of the former territory 
aforesaid as ex-officto members of whom shall be chairman. The office of chairman 
to rotate among the ex-officto members for such Interval of time agreed by them, (b) 
A fit person (other than a Military Governor or a member of the armed forces) ap­
pointed as a full time Vice Chairman by the Head of the Federal Military Govern­
ment as he may think fit.

48 The Central Bank (Currency Conversion) (Amendment) Decree No.48 
1968.
Commencement 30 December 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No.63 (3 Sept. 1968) Al 77-Al 79

This Decree provides the Miscellaneous Amendments to the Central Bank 
(Currency Conversion) Decree 1967 No.51. The Decree hereby established that the 
Federal Commissioner for Finance, after consultation with the Central Bank, 
where he thinks fit make regulations, and for the imposition of penalties on excess 
of those already prescribed.

The Currency Conversion South-Eastern and Other States 
Amendment) Decree No.49 1968.
Commencement 4 March 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No.63 (3 Sept. 1968) A181-A183
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The Decree amends the Currency Conversion (South-Eastern and )ther States) 
Decree 1968 No.l 1, by Inserting after Section 1 new Sections 1A & IB.

50 The Central Bank of Nigeria Act (Amendment) (No.3) Decree No.50 
1968.
Commencement 9 May 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 55 No.66 (19 Sept. 1968) A185-A189

The Decree amends the Section 29 of the Central Bank of Nigeria Act, and empow­
ers the Central Bank to finance purchasing and marketing operations etc. The 
Central Bank may after consultation with the Commissioner for Finance regulate 
advances, minimum ratio of total loans, and discounts granted to Indigenous per­
sons. It also amends Section 34(2); Section 40 of the Act (Cap. 30) 1958.

The Companies Decree No.51 1968.
Commencement 1 October 1968; and 18 November 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No.70 (16 Oct 1968) A191-A458

This Decree makes other and better provision for the Incorporation and winding up 
of companies. Under this Decree the provisions relating to directors have been 
changed to a considerable extent, and thus in the general Interest of shareholders; 
while other modifications of importance now authorise the Registrar of Companies 
In certain circumstances to refuse to file a special resolution whereby a Company 
Is desirous of altering Its Memorandum. Other provisions relate to qualifications of 
auditors and the contents of their report.

The Pioneer Companies (Temporary Taxation Provisions) Decree
No.52 1968.
Commencement 1 April 1968.
SuppL Fed. OJff. Gaz. 55 No.72 (24 Oct. 1968) A459-A462

Under this Decree temporary provision Is made for the Income tax chargeable of 
any Pioneer Company.

The Statutory Corporations Service Commission Decree No.53 1968.
Commencement 31 October 1968.
SuppL Fed. OJff. Gaz. 55 No.73 (31 Oct. 1968) A463-A471

The Decree establishes a "Commission" known as the Statutory Corporation Ser­
vice Commission. The Commission Is charged with power, functions and Immuni­
ties like the Public Service Commission. The Commission consists of a chairman 
and not less than two nor more than four other members.

It stipulates the powers and proceedings of the Commission. It enumerates 
the Corporations under it and In Its Schedule, makes minor amendments to the 
various acts establishing those corporations. Ref: Amendment No.59 (1968).

54 The Corporations Standing Tenders Board Decree No.54 1968. 
Commencement 31 October 1968.
SuppL Fed. OJff. Gaz. 55 No.73 (31 Oct. 21968) A473-A480

The Decree establishes the Corporations Standing Tenders Board as a body cor­
porate with power to take over and supervise the award of contracts In relation to 
projects. It also makes sundry consequential amendments as set out In column 2 of 
Schedule 2 of the Decree.
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Customs Tariff (Amendments) (No.2) Decree No.55 1968.
Commencement 31 October 1968. '
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 55 No.74 (1 Nov. 1968) A481-A772

This Decree amends Section 3(1) of the Customs Tariff Act 1965 No.3. The Decree 
provided for the replacement of the Schedules 1,2,3 and 4 to Customs Tarin Ac 
1965 No.3. Also it revokes the Orders set out In Schedule 5 of the Decree.

66 Institute of Medical Laboratory Technology Decree No.56 1968.
Commencement 19 November 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 55NO.77 (21 Nov. 1968) A773-A792

The Decree establishes the Institute of Medical Laboratory Technology, and 
charged with the general duty of determining what standards of knowledge and 
skill are to be attained by persons seeking to become medical technologists, labo­
ratory technicians, and laboratory assistants.

57 The Advisers to Military Governors, etc. (Ex-gratia Award) Decree 
No.57 1968.
Commencement 1 April 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 55 No.79 (5 Dec. 1968) A793

The Decree establishes the payment of ex-gratia awards to Advisers to Military 
Governors of the former Northern, Eastern, Western and Mld-Westem Nigeria re­
spectively, and the Oba of Lagos as Adviser to the Federal Military Government on 
Lagos Affairs. It repeals Decree No.37 of 1966 - The Oba of Lagos (Emoluments) 
Decree.

The Income Tax (Amendment) Decree No.58 1968.
Commencement 1 April 1969 .
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 55 No.81 (19 Dec. 1968) A795-A796

This Decree amends the Income Tax Management Act 1961 No.21 by the insertion 
of new Section 5A The Decree provides that the relevant tax authority may assess, 
and charge tax on the turnover of a business etc. It also Amends Part V of the Com­
panies Income Tax Act 1961 and repeals Subsections (2) (3) & (4) of Section 5 of the 
Income Tax Management Act 1961 and Section 1 of Decree No.45 of 1967 (Income 
Tax (Amendment) Decree).

59 The Statutory Corporation (Salaries and Allowances, etc.) Decree 
No.59 1968.
Commencement 1 January 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 55 No.81 (19 Dec. 1968) A797-A799

Under this Decree the allowances, and benefits other than salaries, and retiring 
benefits that may be stipulated from time to time by the Federal Executive Coun­
cils for members of the public service of the Federation, shall apply to the staff ot 
Statutory Corporations. It amends Section 14 of Statutory Corporations Service 
Commission Decree 1968 No.53.

The Corporations Standing Tenders Board (Amendment) Decree 
No.60 1968.
Commencement 1 January 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 55 No.81 (19 Dec. 1968) A801
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Ulis Decree amends Section 7(2) of the Corporations Standing Tender Board De­
cree 1968 No.54, and established that the Secretary of the Board, shall be the ac­
counting officer for the purpose of controlling and disbursing the Board’s fund.
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The Public Service etc. (Rivers and South-Eastern States) Decree 
No.S 1969.
Commencement Section 1,11 August 1967; other Sections 26 March 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No. 16 (27 March 1969) A53-A54

Under this Decree Section 3 of the Interim Administrative Councils Amendment 
Decree 1967 Is suspended, and the powers of the interim relative to the South- 
Eastern and the Rivers States of Nigeria to be vested and exercisable. It also 
established that the Administration of Justice (Eastern States) Decree 1967 No.48 
shall cease to apply to the Rivers State and the South-Eastern State.

The Banking Decree No.l 1969.
Commencement 7 February 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 56 No.8 (11 Feb. 1969) A1-A33

The Decree restricts banking business to companies duly Incorporated and 
licensed In Nigeria to cany out banking transactions. It also regulates all facets of 
banking business such as opening and operating of branches, amalgamation, 
maintenance of minimum paid-up capital, reserve fund and the responsibilities of 
bank officials etc. and the relationship between any bank and the Central Bank. It 
repeals the Banking Act (Cap. 19) of 1958.

2 The Supplementary Appropriation (1965-66) Decree No.2 1969.
Commencement 25 February 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off'. Gaz. 56 No. 12 (28 Feb. 1969) A35

The Decree Increases the amount mentioned In Section 1 of the Appropriation Act 
1965 No. 13, Section 1 of the Supplementary Appropriation (1965-66) Decree 1966 
No.21 by £512,087 and the additional amount shall be appropriated to heads of 
expenditure as specified in the Schedule to this Decree.

The Excise Tariff Act 1965 (Authority to Reprint) Decree No.3 1969.
Commencement 3 March 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No. 14 (13 March 1969) A37-A49

This Decree authorises the Federal Government Printer to reprint the Excise Tariff 
Act 1965 No.30 as revised with amendments and modifications to the extent set out 
In the Schedule to this Decree.

The Central Bank of Nigeria Act (Amendment) Decree No.4 1969.
Commencement 9 May 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No. 15 (20 March 1969) A51-A52

The Decree further amends Section 40 of the Central Bank of Nigeria Act 1958 
(Cap..30 )by substituting a new Subsection (4) which empowers the bank to vary 
the composition and proportion of specified liquid assets held by an Institution. It 
also amends Subsection (5) empowering the bank to approve or disapprove 
proposed loans exceeding an institution's specification. The Decree also amends 
Section 1(3) of No.50 of 1968.
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The enactment repeals and saves some enactments in the Schedule as herein 
contained. Part of of the Legislation relates only to the City of Lagos and the rest to 
the whole of the Federation. Schedule

No.8 of 1965 - wholly repealed
No.65 of 1966 - Sections 16, 17 and 18 repealed.

The Oil Terminal Dues Decree No.9 1969.
Commencement 1 January 1965.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.25 (15 May 1969) A71-A79

Income Tax (Rents) (Repeal etc.) Decree No.8 1969.
Commencement 1 December 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.25 (15 May 1969) A69-70

The Statutory Corporations (Salaries and Allowances etc.).(Extended 
Application) Decree No. 11 1969.
Commencement 1 April 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.25 (15 May 1969) A99

This Decree provides that terminal dues may be levied, on any ship evacuating oil 
at any oil terminal, and in respect of any services or facilities provided under this 
Decree. The Decree established that it should be the duty of the Ports Authority to 
provide such navigational services or extend such facilities.

The Interim Common Services Agency {Amendment) Decree No.6 
1969.
Commencement 1 April 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.20 (17 April 1969) A55-A56

This Decree makes miscellaneous amendments to the Interim Common Services 
Agency Decree 1968 No. 12.

Income Tax (Miscellaneous Provisions) Decree No.7 1969.
Commencement 2 May 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.25 (15 May 1969) A57-A70

The Decree provides for the Federal Board of Inland Revenue to take certain ac­
tions against a tax defaulter who seeks to dispose of assets as to forestall a recov­
ery of tax by ordinary process of law. It amends Section 62A of No.21 of 1961 and 
No.65 of 1966 as to "power to distrain for non-payment of tax". It also amends Sec­
tion 45A of No.23 of 1961 and No.65 of 1966.

The Architects (Registration Act) Decree No.10 1969.
Commencement 12 May, 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.25 (15 May 1969) A81-A97

The enactment established the Architects Registration Council of Nigeria as a 
body charged with the duties of advising, supervising, co-ordinating and registering 
persons for the practice of the business of architecture. It also restricts eligibility 
to persons who are Nigerian citizens and have satisfied the qualification require­
ments set out by the Council.
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(a)
(b)
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(d)

The Appropriation Decree No.15 1969.
Commencement 1 April 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.28 (5 June 1969) A105-A106

This Decree authorised the Accountant-General of the Federation when he receives 
warrants signed by the Federal Commissioner for Finance to pay out the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federation during the year ending 31st March 
1970, the sum specified by the warrants, not exceeding in the aggregate 
£81.053,740. The amount shall be appropriated to heads of expenditure as indi­
cated in the Schedule to this Decree.
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The enactment extends the application of Decrees No.59 of 1968 and No.53 of 1968 
relating to salaries and allowances of statutory corporations to the following cor-

Central Bank of Nigeria
Niger Dams Authority
Nigerian National Press Limited and
Nigerian Produce Marketing Company Limited.

Supplementary Appropriation (1966-67) Decree 12 1969.
Commencement 20 May 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.27 (29 May 1969) A101

Under this Decree the amounts mentioned in Section 1 of the Appropriation De­
cree 1966 No.28 (which together, but subject to Subsection 3 of that Section, pro­
vide for the issue out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund in respect of the year which 
ended on 31 st March 1967 of sums not exceeding in the aggregate seventy-six mil­
lion seven hundred and twenty thousand and forty pounds, the total amounts there 
mentioned being thereafter pursuant to the Supplementary Appropriation (1966- 
67) Decree 1967 No. 10, increased by one million five hundred and eighty-six thou­
sand, eight hundred and twelve pounds), shall be further increased by £177,265; 
and the amount by which the appropriation is so further increased shall be appro­
priated to heads of expenditure as indicated in the Schedule to this Decree.

13 The Supplementary Appropriation (1968-1969) Decree No.13 1969.
Commencement 23 May 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Caz. 56 No.27 (29 May 1969) Al02

Under this Decree the total amount mentioned in Section 1 of the Appropriation 
Decree 1968 No.27 increased by £819,380 and the additional amount be appropri­
ated to the head of expenditure specified in the Schedule of this Decree.

14 The Post Office (Miscellaneous Provisions) (Amendment) Decree 
No.14 1969.
Commencement 12 March 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.27 (29 May 1969) Al 03

The Decree provided that the Ministry should be charged with the responsibility for 
staff gradings in the department and appointments to and within the department. 
Also it amends Subsection (2) of Section 11 of the Post Office (Miscellaneous Pro­
visions) Decree 1966 No.22.
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19 Antiquities (Amendment) Decree No. 19 1969.
Commencement 20 June 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.34 (26 June 1969) Al 13

This amends Section (2) of the Antiquities Act (Cap. 12) 1958 relating to the Consti­
tution of the Commission. New paragraph (b) is substituted for the old one allowing 
the State Military Governors to appoint representatives.

20 Public Archives (Amendment) Decree No.20 1969.
Commencement 20 June 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.34 (26 June 1969) Al 15

This Decree amends Section 9 (1) of the Public Archives Act 1958 Chapter 163 
(which relates to the appointment of the National Archives Committee). The Decree 
indicated that the members of the Committee should not exceed twenty-one in 
number as may be appointed by the Commissioner.

________________ ___________ Section I: Main Entry/1969
Trade Disputes (Emergency Provisions) (Amendment) Decree No.16 
1969.
Commencement 31 May 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No. 28 (5 June 1969) A107

The Decree amends the Trade Disputes (Emergency Provisions Decree 1968 No.21).

Marketing Board (Northern States) (Amendments) Decree No. 17 
1969.
Commencement 1 April 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.32 (19 June 1969) Al 09-Al 10

The Decree amends Section 4 of the Principal Law (Membership of MarkeUng 
Board) of the Northern States, and replaces Section 11 of the Principal Marketing 
Board nine members (who shall include members representing at least four ol the 
States referred to in Section 4 and the Chairman shall form a quorum; and the 
Chairman Is to preside. In the absence of the Chairman, nine members shall 
a quorum, and the members present shall choose one of their members to preside 
over the meeting. It also amends the Schedule to the principal law by adding the 
words "sheanuts and kanaf (Rama)" at the end of the Schedule and deleting the 
word "ginger''.

Telegraphs (Amendment) Decree No.18 1969.
Commencement 12 June 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.32 (19 June 1969) Al 11-Al 12

The Decree repealed Section 12 of the Telegraphs Act 1958 Chapter 195, providing 
that payment for services provided for Federal, and State Government or any de­
partment or agency of government of the Federal or Government of a State, the 
Naval, Military or Air Forces of Nigeria shall be made in accordance with regula­
tions made under this Act, and In accordance with any directions notified In the 
Federal Gazette by the Director-General of Posts and Telecommunications, and 
makes supplementary provisions.
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Citizenship and Leadership Training Centre (Amendment) Decree 
No.211060.
Commencement 20 June 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.34 (26 June 1969) Al 17

This Decree amends the Section 4(3) of the Citizenship and Leadership Training 
Centre Act 1960 No.45 (which relates to the membership of the Management 
Committee of the Centre). Also the Decree established that certain members ap­
pointed to the Committee on the nomination of the Governors of the former Re­
gions under Section 4(3) of the Citizenship and Leadership Training Centre Act 
1960 shall cease to hold office.

National Insurance Corporation of Nigeria Decree No.22 1969.
Commencement 1 June 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 56 No.35 (30 June 1969) Al 19-A136

The Decree establishes the National Insurance Corporation of Nigeria, as a body 
corporate with power to cany out within and outside Nigeria, any class of Insur­
ance business.

The Yaba College of Technology Decree No.23 1969.
Commencement 3 July 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.36 (3 July 1969) A137-A147

The Decree establishes the Yaba College of Technology otherwise known as Yaba 
Technical Institute, and the function of the College. The College Is empowered to 
provide (a) courses of Instruction, training and research in applied science tech­
nology, commerce, management etc. (b) To arrange conferences, seminars, and 
study groups relating to the fields of learning (c) To perform such other functions In 
the opinion of the Council may serve to promote the objectives of the college. The 
Decree established a body known as the Council of Yaba College of Technology 
and other principal officers. Also the Council is empowered to enter Into contracts 
,to hold property and to Invest. Also the students of the former college shall, on the 
appointed day become the students to the college.

24 Cinematograph (Amendment) Decree No.24 1969.
Commencement 11 June 1969.
Suppl Fted. Off. Gaz. 56 No.36 (3 July 1969) A149-A150

Under this Decree where the Federal Commissioner for Internal Affairs after con­
sultation with the Head of the Federal Military Government is satisfied that in the 
interest of the Nigerian public, notwithstanding that a film has already been ap­
proved for exhibition under any enactment or law or that provision is there made 
for appeals by persons aggrieved, he may by such means (including sound or tele­
vision broadcast) give public notice of cancellation of the approval. Such cancella­
tion shall have immediate effect and no appeal shall lie against It.

25 National Reconstruction and Development Savings (Amendment) 
Decree No.25 1969.
Commencement Section 1(2): 12 Jan. 1969. Section 3: 4 June 1969.
Other Sections: 31 December 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.38 (10 July 1969) A151-A152
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The enactment provides the continuation of the liability to contribute to savings 
scheme in certain cases and also prohibits the refund of excess contributions be­
fore the fixed redemption dates by making such over-payments special contribu­
tions to the scheme except on special cases authorised by the Federal Executive 
Council.

The Quarries Decree No.26 1069.
Commencement 10 July 1969.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.38 (10 July 1969) A153-A175

This Decree prohibits unauthorised quarrying operations. Every operation for the 
purpose of extracting any quarriable mineral should be conducted under a lease or 
licence.

The Mines and Quarries (Control of Buildings, etc.) Decree No.27 
1969.
To commence immediately after the Quarries Decree 1969.
Suppl Fed. Off Gaz. 56 No.38 (10 July 1969) Al77

Under this Decree any building or other structure used only in or in conjunction 
with the extraction of minerals from a mine or quarry shall be subject to the direc­
tion and control of the Chief Inspector of Mines.

Judicial Office (Confirmation) Decree No.28 1969.
Commencement 28 July 1969.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.41 (31 July 1969)A179

This Decree confirms the appointment of James Olajlde Kasslm as a Judge of the 
High Court of Lagos State.

29 The Minerals Act (Amendment) Decree No.29 1969.
Commencement 28 July 1969.
Suppl Fed Off. Gaz. 56 No.42 (7 Aug. 1969) A181

The legislation amends the penalty provided by Section 98 of the Minerals Act 
1958 (Cap. 121) relating to sundry offences relative to interference etc. with mining 
operation.

30 Statutory Corporations Service Commission (Amendment) Decree 
No.30 1969.
Commencement 4 June 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 56 No.42 (7 Aug. 1969) A182

The Decree amends the Section 4 of the Statutory Corporation Service Commis­
sion Decree 1968 No.53, thereby controlling the appointment of Chief Executives of 
Statutory Corporations; providing that the Chief Executive of a Statutory Corpora­
tion shall be charged with responsibility of that Statutory Corporation, after rec­
ommendation touching or concerning that office has been made by the Commis­
sion and approved by the Federal Executive Council.

31 lest1**111 Ni®erla Hou#lnS Corporation (Winding Up) Decree No.31
Commencement 1 August 1969.
Suppl Fed Off. Gaz. 56 No.42 (7 Aug. 1969) Al 83-Al 84
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Under this Decree the Northern Nigeria Housing Corporation established by the 
Northern Nigeria Housing Corporation Law 1964 No.9 Is dissolved and repealed. 
The Decree vested all the assets, funds, and undertakings which were before vested 
In the dissolved Corporation in the hands of the Company - (Mepco Properties 
Limited).

32 The Finance Decree No.32 1969.
Commencement Section (1) 16 March 1969; Section (2) 29 November 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56NO.42 (7 Aug. 1969) A185-A188

This Decree extends the powers of the Federal Commissioner for Finance In the Is­
suance of treasury bills and certificates. It thereby amends the Treasury Bills Act 
No. 11 of 1959 and the Amendment No.31 of 1968. It also empowers the Central 
Bank to Increase its holding of the Federal Government Stock and amends Section 
25 of the Central Bank Act 1958 (Cap.30 )as to ownership of gold tranche.

33 Immigration (Special Provisions) Decree 1969.
Commencement 4 August 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.4 (7 Aug. 1969) A189-A190

This Decree established temporary restriction on immigration.

34 Statutory Corporations etc. (Special Provisions) Decree No.34 1969.
Commencement 1 April 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.43 (14 Aug. 1969) A191-A1193

Under this Decree the statutory corporations and companies controlled by the 
Federal Military Government that were constituted under any special enactment 
that enactment shall be affected by this Decree. The Decree provided that the 
board of any corporation shall be responsible for the overall policy of the corpo­
ration, with regard to the finance, economic, and operational programmes.

35 Police Act (Amendment) Decree No.35 1969.
Commencement 10 October 1967 Section 1(d) and other paragraphs 20 
August 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56NO.45 (28 Aug. 1969) A195

This Decree makes sundry amendments of the Police Act 1958 (Cap. 154) to 
provide for the extension of term of enlistment where constable on or after his 
appointment opts or is selected for duties other than general duties, and engages 
In those duties he shall be deemed to have agreed to extend his period of 
enlistment by an additional period not exceeding six years. The extent of the 
additional period is to be fixed by the Police Service Commission.

36 Detention Orders (Bar to Certain Civil Proceedings) Decree No. 36196a
Commencement 3 September 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.46 (4 Sept 1969) A197

Under this Decree, it is required that no civil proceedings shall He, or be Instituted 
in any court for, or on account of or in respect of any act, matter, or thing done or 
purporting to be done, "in connection with Section 3 of the Armed Forces and Po­
lice (Special Powers) Decree No.24 1967".
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National Commission for Rehabilitation Decree No.41 1969.
Commencement 8 October 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.53 (9 Oct. 1969) A221-A223

Judicial Office (Special Provisions) (No.2) Decree No.39 1969.
Commencement 1 April 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.49 (22 Sept. 1969) A218

Judicial Office (Special Provisions) Decree No.38 1969.
Commencement 12 October 1967.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 56 No.49 (22 Sept. 1969) A217

Constitution (Northern States) (Amendment) Decree No.40 1969.
Comntencement 2 October 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.52 (2 Oct 1969) A219

The Decree declares the appointment of Mason Amatotsero Begho to the office of 
the Chief Justice of the High Court of the Mid-Western State of Nigeria, "as a sub­
stitute to Justice Chukwunweike Idlgbe".

The Veterinary Surgeons Decree No.37 1,969.
Date of Commencement: to come into operation on such date as the Com­
missioner may by order appoint and different dates may be appointed for 
the purposes of different provfsions.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.48 (18 Sept. 1969) A201-A216

This Decree sets up the Veterinary Council of Nigeria as a body corporate charged 
with the general duty of determining what standards of knowledge and skill are to 
be attained by persons seeking to be registered under this Decree. The Council is 
to secure, establish and maintain a register of persons, publish a register and lists 
of corrections. The Council is to approve courses, qualifications and institutions 
etc.

The Decree nullifies the appointment of Alhaji Abdul Gazag as a Judge of the High 
Court of Northern States.

This Decree amends the Constitution of the former Northern Nigeria 1963 No.33 by 
substituting 'Two" for "Six" in Section 50(2)(b).

The Decree establishes the National Commission for Rehabilitation as a body 
corporate with the general duty of supply of food, clothing drugs and other essen­
tials to needy persons in areas affected by by the war and its aftermath. The 
Commission was to determine order of priority for all emergency relief operations 
and rehabilitation work in all parts of the Federation. Also to co-ordinate the activ­
ities of the States; in the collection and distribution of emergency relief supplies 
and in the collection of receipts of financial and technical aid through the appro-

Constitution (Suspension and Modification) Decree No.42 1969 
Commencement 26 September 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.53 (9 Oct. 1969) A225
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The Decree amends Sections 2 and 22 of the Requisition and Other Powers Decree 
1967 No.39. The Decree established that where a person in his possession, custody 
have or control any land, vehicles, vessel or article that related to a vehicle or ves­
sel, and failed to comply with any requisition lawfully in accordance with the pro­
visions of this Decree, the authority may seize or take possession of the land, ve­
hicles, vessels or article.
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This Decree revokes the appointment by name of Lieutenant-Colonel (now Bri­
gadier) Hassan Usman Katsina as a member of the Supreme Military Council, 
since he is a member of the Council by virtue of his appointment as Chief of Staff of 
the Nigerian Army. The Decree also removes the references to the Director of 
Training and Planning who is no longer a member of the Supreme Military Council, 
and adds a general provision authorising the appointment of other members of the 
Council by the Head of the Federal Military Government.

Requisition and Other Powers (Amendment) Decree No.43 1969.
Commencement 8 October 1969; Subsections 1 and 2 in operation 9 July 
1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No. 53 (9 Oct 1969) A226

Medical and Dental Practitioners Decree No.44.
Commencement 8 October 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56NO.54 (16 Oct. 1969) A227-A234

This Decree amends Section 1 of the Medical and Dental Practitioners Act 1963 
No.9. the composition of the Council. The amendment of the Act allowed temporary 
registration that created separate registers for the medical practitioners, and the 
dental surgeons respectively. The Decree also empowered the Council to examine 
and confer appropriate licences etc.

Pharmacists (Amendment) Decree No.45 1969.
Commencement 12 June 1968.
SuppL Fed. Off. Caz. 56 No. 54 (16 Oct. 1969) A235-A236

The Decree makes sundry amendments of the Pharmacists Act 1964 No.26, that no 
State shall in any event be entitled to more than one member. When a member re­
signs or is terminated replacement shall be made from a State (other than that of 
the member concerned) not represented on the Board etc.

46 Central-Eastern State (Administration) Decree No.46 1969. 
Commencement 15 October 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 56 No.55 (20 Oct. 1969) A237-A239

The Decree provides that the Administrator of the State shall have power to make 
laws for the peace, order and good government of the Central Eastern State. The 
Administrator's mode of exercising legislative power was by means of Edicts 
signed by him etc.

The Supplementary Appropriation (1968-69) (No.2) Decree N o47 I960.
Commencement 3 September 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Caz. Extra. 56 No.55 (20 Oct. 1969) A241.



Section I: Main Entry/1969 53

49

Under this Decree the aggregation of the amounts mentioned in Section 1 of the 
Appropriation Decree 1968 and Section 1 of the Supplementary Appropriation 
(1968-69) Decree 1969 (which enactments together provide for the issue out of the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federation in respect of the Financial year 
ending on 31st March 1968. of sums not exceeding in aggregate £65,390,180) shall 
be increased by £220,000; and this additional amount shall be appropriated to the 
head of expenditure specified in the Schedule to this Decree,

48 Produce (Enforcement of Export Standards) (Amendment) Decree
No. 48 1969.
Commencement 5 November 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No. 59 (13 Nov. 1969) A243

The Decree amends the Produce (Enforcement of Export Standards) Act 1959 
No.21, which indicated that the Board should be appointed by the Federal Com­
missioner for Trade and consists of a Chairman and thirteen other members.

Under this Decree the entire ownership and control of all petroleum In, under or 
upon any lands shall be vested in the State. The oil exploration licences oil 
prospecting licences and oil mining leases to be granted by the Commlssloner’etc 
f'fMg'ri0868 °f “P1013110”’ exPloltatl°n. mining etc. of petroleum in the territory

52 Kcduna Polytechnic (Amendment) Decree No.52 1969.
Commencement 28 November 1969.
SuppL Fed. OJf. Gaz. 56 No. 63 (4 Dec. 1969) A273

Pensions and Gratuities (War Service) Decree No.49 1969.
Commencement 12 November 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 56 No.60 (20 Nov. 1969) A245-A254

Under this Decree war service is to count extra for pension purposes after 27th 
May 1967. The Decree made provision for serviceman gratuities for war service 
where there is no eligibility under the Military Pension's Act. The Decree provides 
extra pension for serious disability.

50 The Defence Industries Corporation of Nigeria (Exclusion) Decree 
No.50 1969.
Commencement 1 August 1964.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.60 (20 Nov. 1969) A255

The Decree declared that armament depots established by or on behalf of any arm 
of the armed forces of Nigeria for the storage, inspection, repaid and issue of ord­
nance or material is not to be ordinance factories, within the meaning of the De­
fence Industries Corporation of Nigeria Act 1964 No. 14.

51 Petroleum Decree No.51 1969.
Commencement 27 November 1969, except Section 6 and Schedule 2.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No. 62 (27 Nov. 1969) A257-A271
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Trade Dispute* (Emergency Provision*) (Amendment) (No.2) Decree 
No. 63 1869.
Commencement 12 December 1969.
SuppL PxL Off. Gaz. Extra. 56 No.65 (13 Dec. 1969) A275-A278

This Decree enforces ban on strikes and lockouts. The Decree declared that It is 
the duty of every employer to report within twenty-four hours to the Inspector- 
General of Police or his representative, if a strike occurs among his workers. The 
Decree established a tribunal known as the Industrial Arbitration Tribunal. See 
Decree No.36 of 1970.

54 Legal Practitioner* (Amendment) Decree No.64 1969.
Commencement 24 December 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.67 (27 Dec. 1969) A279-A280

The Decree makes sundry amendments to the Legal Practitioners Act 1962 No.33 
and gives additional powers to the Disciplinary Tribunal.

55 Port* (Amendment) Decree No.55 1969.
Commencement 1 December 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 56 No.67 (27 Dec. 1969) A281-A283

The Decree amends the Ports Act 1958 Chapter 155, that made additional provi­
sions for Want, Calabar and Burutu.
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The Decree makes various amendments to Banking Decree No.l of 1969 as regards 
the minimum ratio which licensed banks shall maintain between their respective 
paid up capital and statutory reserves on the one hand, and their loans and ad­
vances on the other.

Nurses Decree No.2 1970.
Commencement 22 January 1970.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No.4 (22 Jan. 1970) A3-A21

The Decree establishes the Nursing Council of Nigeria as a body corporate with 
the general duty of determining what standards of knowledge and skill are to be 
attained by persons seeking to become members of the nursing profession, advis­
ing and co-ordinating the activities of the nurses profession.

Banking (Amendment) Decree No.3 1970.
Commencement 16 January 1970.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No.4 (22 Jan. 1970) A23-A24

Public Lands Acquisition (Amendment) Decree No.4 1970.
Commencement 16 January 1970.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No.4 (22 Jan. 1970) A25

Niger Dams (Amendment) Decree No.l 1970.
Commencement 1 January 1970.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No.3 (15 Jan. 1970) Al

The Decree amends the Niger Dams Act 1962 No.23 Section 12(3) of the Constitu­
tion (Suspension and Modification) Decree 1966 No.l and Section 2(l)(a)(l) of the 
Constitution (Miscellaneous Provlsions)(No.2) Decree 1967 No.27. The Decree 
transferred the functions of the Prime Minister under the above mentioned Act and 
Decrees to the Commissioner for Mines and Power.

This Decree amends the Form A of the Schedule to the Public Lands Acquisition 
Act 1958 (Cap. 167).

Bees (Import Control and Management) Decree No.5 1970.
Commencement 5 February 1970.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No.6 (5 Feb. 1970) A27-A31

This Decree stipulates controls for the importation of bees and apicultural mate­
rial. It empowers the Federal Commissioner for Agriculture and Natural Resources 
to prescribe the forms and fees for permits to import same.

The Nigerian Council for Science and Technology Decree No.6 1970.
Commencement 5 February 1970.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No.6 (5 Feb. 1970) A32-A36
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The Decree establishes the Nigerian Council for Science and Technology, as a 
body corporate with the general duty of advising the Federal Military Government, 
promoting, supervising and co-ordinating scientific activities.

Customs and Excise Management (Amendment) Decree No.7 1970.
Commencement 3 February 1970.
SuppL Ped. Off. Gaz. 57 No.6 (5 Feb. 1970) A37-A38

The Decree amends Section 3 of the Customs and Excise Management Act 1958 
No.55. The Decree hereby established the Board which should consist of a Chair­
man, a Deputy Chairman and eight other members appointed by the Commis­
sioner for Finance after consultation with the appropriate Ministry.

8 Navy (Amendment) Decree No.8 1970.
Commencement 5 February 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No.7 (12 Feb. 1970) A39

This Decree amends Section 64 of the Navy Act 1964 No.21 (a) by Inserting the 
words "or destroys" after the word "looses" In paragraph (a); (b) by Inserting the 
word "destroys or" after the word "negligence" In both paragraph (b) and (c).

9 Banking (Special Provisions) (Amendment) Decree No.9 1970.
Commencement 5 February 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No.7 (12 Feb. 1970) A41

The Decree amends Section 2(2) of the Banking (Special Provisions) Decree 1966 
No.5, by extending the period of a stop order on bank accounts from three months 
to one year.

Constitution of the Western State (Amendment) Decree No. 10 1970.
Commencement 23 November 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No. 10 (26 Feb. 1970) A43

The Decree amends Subsection (3) of Section 49 of the Constitution of the Western 
State as relates to the Judiciary”.

National Reconstruction and Development Savings (Amendment) 
Decree No. 11 1970.
Commencement 7 January 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 57NO.10 (26 Feb. 1970) A45

The Decree amends Decree No.25 of 1969 - National Reconstruction and Develop­
ment Savings Decree (Amendment) by delegating the functions exercisable by the 
Federal Executive Council relating to the refunds of excess contributions to the 
Federal Commissioner for Finance.

The Super Tax (Amendment) Decree No.12 1970.
Commencement 1 April 1969.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No.l 1 (5 March 1970) A46-A48

The Decree establishes new rates of Super Tax and consequential amendment of 
some Sections of the Super Tax Decree No.46 of 1967.
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Constitution Distributable Pool Account? Decree No. 13 1970.
Commencement 1 April 1969).
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 57NO.12 (12 March 1970) A49-A50

Under this Decree so much of the proceeds for a quarter of duties levied on the im­
port into Nigeria of the petroleum products specified in Tariff No.27 09/10, as is 
attributable to the Increase in the rate of duty made by the Customs Tariff (Duties 
and Exemptions) (No.2) order 1969, shall be credited to the Distributable Pool Ac­
count; and Section 137 of 1963 No.20 was not to apply to certain duties.

Customs and Excise Management (Disposal of Goods) Decree No. 14 1970.
Commencement 1 March 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No.12 (12 March 1970) A51-A53

Under this Decree any goods Imported into Nigeria that contravened any regula­
tions, or orders under the principal Act, or had been seized, or detained by the 
Board before the commencement of this Decree are to be forfeited. Also any for­
feited goods are to be sold or disposed of by the Chairman, or under his directions 
in accordance with the provision of the Decree.

15 The Treasury Bills (Amendment) Decree No. 15 1970.
Commencement 1 January 1970.
SuppL Fled. Off. Gaz. Extra. 57 No. 13 (14 March 1970) A55

This Decree amends Section 3(2) of the Treasury Bills Act No. 11 1959 (as amended 
by the Finance Decree No.32 1969) by increasing the amount represented by Trea­
sury Bills at any time.

The Supplementary Appropriation (1969-70) Decree No.16 1970.
Commencement 26 November 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 57 No.13 (14 March 1970) A57

This Decree Increases the amount mentioned in Section 1 of the Appropriation De­
cree 1969 by £1,072,740 and provided that the additional amount shall be appro­
priated to heads of expenditure specified in the Schedule of this Decree.

17 Nigerian Research Institutes (Amendment) Decree No.17 1970.
Commencement 12 March 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 57 No.13 (14 March 1970) A59

This Decree amends the Section 1 of the Nigerian Research Institutes Act 1964 
No.33 by substituting a new paragraph concerning the production and products of 
cashew, cocoa, coffee, cola and other crops as the Commissioner may from time to 
time determine in. the case of Cocoa Institute.

18 Matrimonial Causes Decree No. 18 1970.
Commencement 20 March 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 57 No. 15 (20 March 1970) A61-A102

This Decree substitutes the Marriage Act 1958 (Cap. 115) as the law relating to 
statutory marriages; it is the only statute under which matrimonial cause proceed­
ings can be brought. It provides for the Jurisdiction of courts in matrimonial 
causes, matrimonial reliefs to be granted, maintenance and settlements of Issues 
of the marriage etc.
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Income Tax (Former Easters Nigeria) ( Special PrevfcloaGj Decree 
No. 20 1S70.
Commencement 1 December 969.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 57No.l7 {26 March 1970) A109-AU0

Petroleum Profit* Tax (Amendment) Decree No.22 1970.
Commencement: Section 1 -18 November 1968 same as the new 14B. New 
14A and New 14C: 1 April 1967.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No.20 (16 April 1970) Al 13-Al 17

This Decree amends Section 14 of the Petroleum Profits Tax Act 1959 No. 15, and 
hereby provided that the assessable profits of any company for any accounting 
period shall be the amount of the adjusted profit of that period after the deduction 
of the amount of any loss Incurred by that company during previous accounting 
period etc.

Hire-purchase (Amendment) Decree No.23 1970.
Commencement 1 April 1970.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No.20 (16 April 1970) Al 19-A120

This Decree amends the Section 8 of the Principal Act 1965 No.3 (which relates to 
the right of the hirer to determine a hire-purchase agreement). The Decree pro­
vided that where a hirer determines or has determined a hire-purchase agreement 
he shall return the goods to the owner and settle outstanding liabilities. The hirer If 
having determined a hire purchase agreement and wrongfully retained possession 
of the goods, then any action brought by the owner to recover possession of the

Index to the Laws of Nigeria, 1966-1988 . _—

Companies Income Tas (Amendment) Decree No.1070.
Commencement 1 April 1969.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 57No.l7 (26 March 1970) Al 03-Al 07

This Decree amends Section 30(9) of the Companies Income Tax Act 1961 No.22, 
and made provision for trade or business transfer under Part X of the Companies 
Decree 1968 No.51.

This Decree provides for the recovery of certain tax due to the former Eastern 
Nigeria from the affected people by the Federal Board of Inland Revenue. Such 
fines are to be paid into the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federation. The pe­
riod for assessment Is extended by nine years.

Under this Decree when the Federal Commissioner for Finance in Consultation 
with the Central Bank of Nigeria Is satisfied, he may by order in the Federal 
Gazette grant a moratorium on banking obligations in the Eastern States of Nige­
ria. The Decree provided that the moratorium order is to extend only to banking, 
obligation in the Eastern States of Nigeria which commenced alter 30th May 1967, 
and such banking obligations as existed as at that date but in respect of which 
transactions had subsequently been conducted in any manner whatsoever by the 
customer.

Bank Moratorium (Eastern States) Decree No.21 1970.
Commencement 4 April 1970.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 57NO.19 (9 April 1970). A111-A112
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Customs Tariff (Amendment) Decree No.26 1970.
Commencement 20 April 1970.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 57 No.21 (20 April 1970) A125

The Decree provides for the reduction of the rate of reconstruction surcharge. The 
reconstruction surcharge payable under Subsection (2) of Sections 3 of the Cus­
toms Tariff Act 1965 No.3 shall In all cases be calculated at the rate of five per cen­
tum

The Trade Union (Amendment) Decree No.27 1970.
Commencement 29 April 1970.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 57No.25 (7 May 1970) A127

The Decree amends Section 3 of the Trade Union Act 1958 (Cap. 200) by dissolving 
'The Customs Preventive Staff Union of Nigeria" registered as No. 1251 on the 10th 
February 1970 and authorising the Registrar to contrary to Section 18 of the Prin­
cipal Act. cancel the certificate Issued the said Trade Union. It extends a similar 
Jurisdiction to any other service of the Federal or State Government authorised to 
Dear arms.

___________ Section I: Ma’, Entry/1970_____ 59

goods from the hirer the court shall unless It Is satisfied that having regard to the 
circumstances It would not be Just and equitable so to do. order or the goods t o be 
delivered to the owner without giving the hirer an option to pay the value of the 
good.

Yaba College of Technology (Amendment) Decree No.24 1970.
Commencement 1 April 1970.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 57NO.20 (16April 1970) A121

This Decree makes sundry amendments of the Yaba College of rechnology Decree 
1969 No.23, (a) by substituting in Section 8(2) for the figure 15 to read 9" (b in 
Schedule 1. In paragraph 6(2); for the word "nine" Instituted the word six; and (c) In 
Section 10(2) "approved by Permanent Secretary" is substituted with the words 
"with the approval of the Commissioner".

The Central Eastern State (Change of Name) Decree No.25 1970.
Commencement 8 April 1970.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 57No.20 (16 April 1970) Al 23

This Decree changes the name of the former Central Eastern State to East-Central 
State; and the Decree amends Section 3 of the Constitution of the Federation 1963 
No.20 as amended by the States (Creation and Transition Provisions) Decree 1967 
No. 14 and the States (Creation and Transitional Provisions) (Amendment) (Decree 
1967 No. 19) accordingly. It also validates all enactments. Instruments, plan or 
documents bearing the previous name.

m“■> >*
Commencement 9 May 1970.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 57 No.26 (9 May 1970) A129-A130

The Decree declares the nullity of Judicial decisions etc. affecting Decrees, etc.
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National Library Decree No.20 1970.
Commencement 14 May 1970.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 57No.27 (14 May 1970) A131-A143

This Decree establishes a National Library Board and vests It with the function, to 
establish and maintain the National Library of Nigeria. The Board Is to assemble, 
maintain and extend a collection of books, periodicals, pamphlets, newspapers, 
maps, musical scores, films and recordings and such other matters as the Board 
considers appropriate and maintain a branch of the National Library in each State 
etc. Also the Board Is to establish and maintain a branch of the National Library in 
each State etc.

Price Control Decree No.33 1970.
Commencement 25 May 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 57 No.31 (26 May 1970) Al 53-Al 62

This Decree establishes a Board known as the Price Control Board. The Board 
consists of the Permanent Secretary, Federal Ministry of Trade as the Chairman, 
and the Chief Price Controller. The Permanent Secretaries of the Federal Min­
istries of Industries, Finance. Economic Development and Reconstruction, the 
Chief Statistician of the Federation, two members appointed by the Commissioner 
to represent each State, and four other members Including one woman aPP?*™*? 
by the Commissioner. In each of the States similar Committees to be established 
and to be known as Price Control Committee. The Board may by order fix a basic 
price for any controlled commodity In respect of any State. It is unlawful for any 
person to sell any controlled commodity at a price which exceeds the control! 
price. Where a person contravenes, on conviction the person Is liable to a line nor 
exceeding £1,000 or to imprisonment for a period of one year.

Land (Perpetual Succession) (Amendment) No.30 1970.
Commencement 25 February 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No.27 (14 May 1970) Al44

This Decree amends Section 2(2) of the Land (Perpetual Succession) Act 1958 
(Cap.98).

The Lagos Port Operations (Special Provisions) Decree No.31 1970.
Commencement 1 May 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No.29 (20 May 1970) A145-A148

The Decree establishes a body known as the Lagos Port oPer^^loJls1.C°'™™lt^^g 
and vests It with the function, among other things, of co-ordinating all pe 
at Lagos Port

32 Survey Decree No.32 1970.
Commencement 13 May 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 57 No.30 (21 May 1970) A149-A151

Under this Decree the Surveyors Licensing Board continues to exist, and is 
charged with the duty of providing examinations to be taken by app ons
cences to practice the profession of surveying and granting licences to person etc.



Section I: Main Entry/1970 61

34

35

36

The Eaat Central State Administration (Amendment) Decree No. 
34 1970.
Commencement 26 May 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 57NO.31 (26 May 1970) A163-A164

Under this Decree the Central Eastern State (Administration) Decree 1969 No.46 is 
to be known, and for all purposes may be cited, as the East-Central State 
(Administration) Decree. The Decree amends Section 2 and 8 of Decree 1969 No.46, 
and established the Executive Council for the State. The Council consisted of an 
Administrator, as the Chairman, the most Senior officer of the Nigerian Army, the 
Navy and the Air Force in the State, and the most Senior Officer of the Nigeria Po­
lice in the State.

The Appropriation Decree No.35 1970.
Commencement 1 April 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 57 No.36 (13 June 1970) A165-A166

This Decree authorised the Accountant-General of the Federation when he re­
ceives warrants signed by the Federal Commissioner for Finance, to pay out the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federation during the year ending 31st March 
1971 the sums specified by the warrants, not exceeding in the aggregate 
£267,920,814. The amount shall be appropriated to heads of expenditure as indi­
cated in the Schedule to this Decree.

Trade Disputes (Emergency Provisions) (Amendment) Decree No. 39 
1970.
Commencement 17 June 1970 .
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No.38 (25 June 1970) A167

The Decree amends Section 3(2) of the Trade Disputes (Emergency Provisions) 
(Amendment) (No.2) Decree 1969 No.53 (which relates to membership of the Indus­
trial Arbitration Tribunal) hereby increasing the membership from five to six.

37 The Directors of Audit (Change of Title) Decree No.37 1970.
Commencement 17 June 1970,
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No.38 (25 June 1970) A169-A197

Under this Decree the Director of Audit of the Federation or of any State shall be 
called "Auditor-General" of the Federation or of the State in question. And all in­
struments bearing reference to the post by its previous title are amended.

38 The External Loans (Rehabilitation Reconstruction and 
Development) Decree No.38 1970.
Commencement 1 Jane 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No.38 (25 June 1970) A171-A172

This Decree empowers the Commissioner to raise loans abroad for the rehabilita­
tion, etc. project when authorised by the General Loan Stock Act or the Govern­
ment Promissory Notes Act 1960 No.6, or by the Federal Executive Council.

39 Eastern States Interim Assets and Liabilities Agency Decree No. 39

Commencement 24 June 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 57 No.38 (25 June 1970) Al 73-Al75
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The Public Order (Bar to Certain Proceedings) Decree No.41 1970.
Commencement 16 July 1970 .
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 57 No. 42 (20 July 1970) Al 79-Al 80

By virtue of this Decree nd proceeding, whether civil or criminal, shall lie or be In­
stituted In any court for or on account of the broadcasting, production, reproduc­
tion or publication of any statement Issued or made or purported to be Issued or 
made by government functionary between 27th May 1967 and January 1970, where 
the statement is intended to give Information to the public in connection with mat­
ters of defence, public safety, security, morality or health.

42 Merchant Shipping (Load Lines) Decree No.42 1970.
Commencement: the Decree shall come into operation Immediately after the 
commencement of the Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Decree 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No.43 (23 July 1970) A181-A198

Under this Decree the Federal Commissioner for Transport is charged with the re­
sponsibility to make rules prescribing load lines for ships to which this Decree 
applies. The load line rules provide for the surveying and periodical inspection of 
ships, for determining free boards to be assigned from time to time to such ship 
etc. Ships registered in Nigeria and not exempted shall not proceed to sea without 
complying with load line rules.

The Merchant Shipping Act (Amendment) Decree No.43 1970.
Commencement 14 February 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No.43 (23 July 1970) A199-A200.

The Decree makes sundry amendment to Section 366 of the Merchant Shipping Act 
1962 No.30, that empowered the Commissioner to make tonnage regulations.

Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Decree No.44 1970.
Commencement 21 July 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No.43 (23 July 1970) A201

The Decree amends Sections 271 and 272 of the Criminal Procedure Act (Cap. 
43)1958 by substituting "an officer of the office of the Accountant-General” for "an 
officer of the Central Bank".

62 Index to the Laws of Nigeria! 1966-1988________________________

The Decree established a body known ’as the Eastern States Interim Assets and 
Liabilities Agency. The Agency consisted of the Military Governor of the South- 
Eastern State, the Military Governor of the Rivers State, and the Administrator of 
the East-Central State. Also the Agency had powers to dispose of movable and 
Immovable property and to exercise any rights connected therewith.

Central Bank of Nigeria (Amendment) Decree No.40 1970.
Commencement 6 August 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 57 No.38 (25 June 1970) A177-A178

This Decree makes sundry amendments to the Central Bank Act 1968 (Cap.30) as 
relates to award of contracts (Section 3), approval of certain banking activities - 
(Section 5) Issuing of directives - (Section 8), and Section 3 of No.50 1968 and de­
termination of salaries and allowances Section 14.
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Industrial Development Ba* (Guarantee) Decree No.

Criminal Procedure (Disposal of Certain Exhibits) Decree Na 48 1970.
Commencement 29 August 1970 .
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 57No.49 (31 Aug. 1970) A215-A216

Under this Decree a controlled substance Is that which is mentioned in the 
Schedule to the Amphetamine and Other Drugs (Control) Decree 1968 No.5, or a 
substance declared by the Commissioner by order In the Federal Gazette etc The 
?eo<ee Pr°vides the disposal or certain exhibits, where criminal proceedings 
Instituted for any alleged offence do not result In the conviction of the accused per-

Tiao Nigerian
45 1970.
Commencement 1 June 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 57N0.43 (23 July 1970) A203

This Decree authorises the Federal Executive Council to give a guaranty in re­
spect of the loan of some £3.57 million which tne World Bank Is to give to the Nige­
rian Industrial Development Bank. Section 1(2) applies P rth t .
Borrowing by Public Bodies Act 1965. and in particular Sectton 3(5) of that Ari - 
thereby changing on the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federation any sums 
required for fulfilling the guarantee.

The Public Officers Special Provisions Decree No.4S 19«Q. 
Commencement 5 August 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 57NO.46 (13 Aug. 1970) A205-A207

This Decree establishes that between 15th January 1966 to 15th January 1970 
where appropriate authority Is satisfied that a public officer was actively engaged 
in any hostile, subversive act or rebellion, counselling, aiding or aoettlng any other 
person to engage in any hostile or subversive act against any of the Government In 
the Federation; or the conduct of the public officer was such that his further or 
continued employment in the relevant service would not be In the public Interest, 
such an officer was either to be dismissed, removed or go on compulsory retire­
ment. Section 2(1) applies provision that the dismissed, removed, or retired public 
officer was to forfeit pension rights etc.

Robbery and Firearms (Special Provisions) Decree No.47 1070.
Commencement 8 August 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 57No.46 (13 Aug. 1970) A209-A213

The Decree provides punishment for robbery. Any person who commits the offence 
of robbery on trial and conviction was Hable to imprisonment for not less than 
twenty-one years. Whereas an offender, who is armed with any firearms or any of­
fensive weapon, or Is In company with any person that is armed, or In time of the 
robbery arounds or used violence to any person the offender shall be liable upon 
conviction under this Decree to death sentence. Any person who Intent to steal, 
happened to assault, or used threats to person shall be Hable for fourteen to 
twenty years. The punishment for illegal possession of firearms was a fine of £500 
or to imprisonment for seven years or to both. The Military Governor of each State 
was empowered to constitute a tribunal or tribunals for the trial of offences under 
the Decree committed in the State.
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Extradition (Amendment] Decree No.49 1070.
Commencement 29 August 1970.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 Nd.49 (31 Aug. 1970) A217

The Decree amends Section 13 of the Extradition Decree 1966 No.87 by the dele­
tion and Insertion of words "or tried in Nigeria for any offence committed by him 
within the jurisdiction of Nigeria" and the insertion of the words "tried or otherwise 
dealt with In Nigeria for or in respect of any offence committed by him".

50 The Supplementary Appropriation (1969-70) (No.2) Decree Na 50 1970.
Commencement 18 September 1970.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No.53 (24 Sept 1970) A219

Under this Decree the amount mentioned In Section 1 of the Appropriation Decree
1969 No.15 and Section 1 of the Supplementary Appropriation (1969-70) Decree
1970 No.16 is Increased by £2,733,150, and provides that the additional amount 
should be appropriated to heads of expenditure as specified in the Schedule to the 
Decree.

Banking (Special Provision) (Amendment) (No.2) Decree No.51 1970.
Commencement 18 September!970.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No.53 (24 Sept 1970) A221

The Decree amends Section 1(1) of the Banking (Special Provisions) Decree 1066 
relating to power to order investigation of bank accounts and Section 2(2) relating 
to the period of stop order on bank accounts.

52 The Forces Acts (Amendment) Decree No.52 1970.
Commencement 1 October 1970.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No. 55 (8 Oct 1970) A223

The Nigerian Army Act 1960 No.26 (as amended by Section 2(1) of the Forces Acts 
(Amendment) Decree 1966 and Section 1(1) of the Forces Acts (Amendment) (No.2) 
Decree 1966_No.6 Is amended in Section 7(1) by substituting the words "the Military 
Secretary" for the words "the Paymaster-General".

Also the Navy Act 1964 No.21 (as amended by Section 5(1) of the Forces Acts 
(Amendment) Decree 1966 and Section 1(2) of the Forces Acts (Amendment) (No.2) 
Decree 1966 is amended in Section 4 (1) (b) by substituting the words "the Military 
Secretary" for the words "the Paymaster-General".

53 Industrial Inspectorate Decree No.53 1970.
Commencement 9 October 1970.
Suppl Fed. Off Gaz. 57 No.57 (22 Oct 1970) A225-A232

This Decree establishes as an integral part of the Federal Ministry of Industries a 
division known as the Industrial Inspectorate Division. The duty of the division is 
to cany out investigations into any proposed new and existing capital expenditure, 
to obtain necessary information on economic trends in the country, prepare and 
keep detailed records of matters related to any undertaking, and industrial plants 
and equipment Any person proposing to start a new undertaking involving the ex­
penditure of not less than £10,000, or to incur additional capital expenditure shall 
give notice of his intention to incur capital expenditure etc. to the Director.
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58 Recovery of Public Property (No.2) Decree No.58 1970.
Commencement 24 December. 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No.70 (31 Dec. 1970) A259-A260

Recovery of Public Property Decree No.57 1970.
Commencement 24 December 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No.70 (31 Dec. 1970) A257

The Decree empowers a bank examiner to serve upon Barclays Bank of Nigeria 
Limited a requisition in writing by the Secretary to the Federal Military Govern­
ment requiring payment into the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federation of 
the sum of £129.437-lQs-0d held by the said Bank for a customer, one Josef Has­
son, who had been deported.

Under this Decree relevant assets are assets which are or purported to be the 
property of (a) a person known or formerly known as Captain Din or (b) a Company 
known as N1TICO or (c) any other person or body corporate or incorporate ac­
cused with said Captain Din.

The Decree provided that the disposal of relevant assets held by Nigeria Po­
lice shall be the duty of the Inspector-General of the Nigeria Police to sell those 
assets, and the proceeds of the sale to be paid into the Consolidated Revenue Fund 
of the Federation, along with assets held in a bank.

Excise (Control of Distillation) (Amendment) Decree No. 54 1970.
Commencement 11 November 1970.
SuppL Fbd. Off. Gaz. 57 No.61 (19 Nov. 1970) A233-A234

This Decree amends the Section 2 of the Excise (Control of Distillation) Act 1964 
No.22, and thereby made provision for the manufacture of spirits from crude gin.

55 The Engineers (Registration etc.) Decree No.55 1970.
Commencement 9 December 1970.
SuppL Fed: Off. Gaz. Extra. 57 No. 64 (9 Dec. 1970) A235-A252

This Decree establishes the Council of Registered Engineers of Nigeria as a body 
corporate with the general duty of determining who are engineers, what standards 
of knowledge and skill to be attained by persons seeking to become registered as 
engineers, the establishment and maintenance of a register of persons entitled to 
practise as registered engineers, performing other functions conferred on the 
Council, regulating and controlling the practice of the engineering profession.

The Banking Obligations (Eastern States) Decree No.56 1970.
Commencement Subsection (3): 30 December 1970; the other Sections 31 

r 1970
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 57 No.70 (31 Dec. 1970) A253-A256

Under this Decree the banking obligation applies in all areas in the Eastern States 
(excluding Calabar) which started on any day from the 31st May 1967 and ended on 
12th January 1970, and alsothat arising from a deposit or loan account which ex­
isted at a bank as at 30 Mayl967. The Decree provided that deposit balances to be 
honoured by banks.
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Patents and Designs Decree No.60 1970.
Commencement 31 December 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 57No.70 (31 Dec. 1970) A263-A286

Index to the Laws of Nigeria, 1866-1988 __

Central Banis of Nigeria (Amendment) (No.2) Decree No.59 1970. 
Commencement 8 July 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 57NO.70 (31 Dec. 1970) A261-A262

The Decree makes sundry amendment of the Central Bank of Nigeria Act 1958 
(Cap.30) Section 8,9,11.12,13,14.15 and 44 by the deletion and substitution of 
words, (a) In Subsection (2) a Deputy Governor was deleted and two Deputy Gover­
nors substituted etc.

The Decree provides that an invention Is patentable Invention if it ,1s new, results 
from inventive activity and is capable of industrial application or if it constitutes 
an Improvement upon a patented invention and also is new etc. The right to patent 
in respect of an Invention is vested in the statutory Inventor or a person who first 
filed It, whether or not he is the true Inventor. Every patent application shall con­
tain the applicant's full name and address, a description of the relevant Invention 
with any appropriate plans or drawings etc. and shall be sent to the Registrar. The 
Registrar shall examine every patent application and grant of patent.

SI Copyright Decree No.61 1970.
Commencement 24 December 1970
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 57No.70 (31 Dec. 1970) A289-A300

The Decree listed words that are eligible for copyright such as literary works, mu­
sical works, artistic works, cinematograph films, sound recordings and broad­
casts. And also It provides the procedure adopted for the grant of copyrights etc.

62 Legal Education (Amendment) Decree No.62 1970.
Commencement 24 December 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 57NO.70 (31 Dec. 1970) A301-A302

The Decree makes miscellaneous amendments of the Legal Education Act 1962 
No. 12, thereby provides that the Council shall consist of-

the Chairman of the Council, who shall be appointed by the Council 
from time to time on the occurrence of a vacancy in that office; 
the Attorney-General of the Federation or, in his absence the 
Solicitor-General of the Federation who shall have no voting right; 
the Attomeys-General of the State, or where there are no Attomeys- 
General, the Sollcitors-General of the States;
the Chairman of the Nigerian Bar Association;
the head of the faculty of law of any recognised university in Nigeria; 
two persons being holders or previous holders of high judicial office 
appointed by the Chief Judge of Nigeria;
ten persons entitled to practice as legal practitioners in Nigeria; 
and the Director of the Nigerian Law School.
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Price Control (Amendment) Decree No.3 1071.
Commencement 24 February 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No. 11 (11 March 1971) A5-A7

The amendments provided for under this Decree removed certain difficulties that 
have been encountered in the operation of the Principal Decree, and these, among 
other things, relate to (a) the composition of the Price Control Board, (b) the 
method of fixing the basic price of any controlled commodity, (c) the appointment 
and designation of certain officials.

Federal Highways Decree No.4 1971
The notice from the Commissioner appointing a date for its commencement 
may appoint different dates for different States of the Federation.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No. 11 (11 March 1971) A9-A22

State Security (Detention of Persons) (Revocation) Decree No.l 1971.
Commencement 18 January 1971.
SuppL Fted. Off. Gaz. 58 No.4 (Jan 1971) A1-A2

The enactment extended the State Security (Detention of Persons) (No. 14) Decree 
1966 from 4th June 1967 to 25th January 1971. It also revoked the detention of 
persons named in the Schedule thereunder from the 25th January 1971 and re­
pealed the Decree from 26th January 1971.

Chief Justice of Nigeria (Extension of Period at Office) Decree No. 2 1971.
Commencement 30 January 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.5 (4 Feb. 1971) A3

The Decree extends the period of office of the Chief Justice of Nigeria irrespective 
of the provision of Section 113(1) of the 1963 Constitution, Section 3(2) of the 
Supreme Court Act 1960 as substituted the Adaptation of Laws (Federal Provi­
sions) Order 1960 and its modification by miscellaneous Provisions) Order 1965 to 
the time when a successor is appointed and resumes duties.

The Decree vests the power of management, direction, and control of Federal high­
ways throughout Nigeria in the Federal Commissioner for Works and Housing who 
now has responsibility - (a) for planning (Including research and designing) of Fed­
eral highways; (b) for their construction and maintenance, (c) for the supervision of 
use thereof; (d) for the regulation of traffic thereon.
(2) The Commissioner is also empowered (a) with the approval of the Federal 
Executive Council to declare any road in Nigeria to be a Federal highway.
(3) Under the Decree the Federal Military Government may delegate to the gov­
ernment of a State certain of the powers of the Commissioner under the Decree 
relative to the direction and control of traffic.
(4) Certain provisions of existing enactments on regulation of traffic on high- 
ways have been incorporated into the Decree and stiffer penalties have been pro­
vided for in relation to offences of reckless driving and driving under the influence 
of drugs. The operation of the Motor Vehicle Clhird Party Insurance Act) is ex­
tended to the whole Federation.
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Supplementary Appropriation (1970-71) Decree No.B 1971.
Commencement 4 March 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58No.l 1 (March 1971) A23

The Decree increases the amount mentioned in Section 1 of the Appropriation De­
cree 1970 No.35 by £1,306.240, and provided that the additional amount shall be 
appropriated as specified in the Schedule to the Decree.

Currency Conversion (Freezing Orders) Decree No.6 1971. 
Commencement 24 March 1971.
SuppL Fted. Off Gaz. Extra. 58 No.13 (24 March 1971) A25-A28

This Decree will enable the Governor of the Central Bank to order the stoppage of 
any account of any person, in circumstances where there is any Irregularity in the 
payments etc. which is calculated or likely to prejudice any currency conversion 
exercise. (2) It also validates any order made or purported to have been made pur­
suant to any currency conversion exercise asfrom the-date of the order, and bars 
any civil action or suit relating to such order.

Former Regional Governments (Disposal of Certain Properties)
Decree No. 7 1971.'
Commencement 27 May 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 58 No.14 (25 March 1971) A29-A30

This Decree vests in the Federal Military Government certain houses in London 
which were previously vested in the former Regional Governments.

The Transferred Officers and Pensions Liability etc. Decree Na 8 197L
Commencement 27 May 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58.No.14 (25 March 1971) A31-A36.

The Decree empowers the Public Service Commission of the Federation to transfer, 
subject to certain terms and conditions, any officer from the public service of a 
former Region to the public service of the Federation.

By virtue of the Dectee any officer assigned to the Interim Common Service 
Agency shall be deemed to have been transferred to the public service of the Fed­
eration. and on the expiration of the life of the Interim Common Service Agency, or 
the Eastern States Assets and Liabilities Agency, that Commission may terminate 
the appointment of an officer of such Agency or, where appropriate, retire him from 
the public service of the Federation. The Decree provides that where the holder of a 
pensionable office in the public service of a former Region had been designed to 
perform the duty of any office, other than public service or service with the Agen­
cies aforesaid, the Commission may transfer the officer to that office, and 
thereupon the officer shall be deemed to have been transferred to an "approved 
service", within the meaning of the Pensions Act.

The Decree also provides that pension payable by the government of a 
former Region for any period of service commencing on or after 1st October 1954 
and ending Immediately before the appointed day shall now become the liability of 
the Federal Government.

Off-Shore Oil Revenues Decree No.9 1971.
Commencement 1 April 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. Extra. 58 No.15 (31 March 1970) A37
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This Decree vests all off-shore oil revenues, and the ownership of the territorial 
waters, and the continental shelf In the Federal Military Government.

Industrial Development (Import Duties Relief) (Repeal) Decree No. 13.
Commencement 24 March 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58NO.17 (1 April 1971) A53

Marriage Act (Amendment) Decree No.14 1971.
Commencement 24 March 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No. 17 (April 1971) A55-A57

Super Tax (Amendment) Decree No. 11 1971.
Commencement 1 April 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No. 17 (1 April 1971) A47-A49

This Decree repeals the Industrial Development (Import Duties Relief) Act 1958 
No.85 but provides that the repeal shall be without prejudice to anything done or 
suffered thereunder or any right privilege, obligation, or liability acquired or ac­
crued or Incurred thereunder.

The Decree amends Section 7 of the Super Tax Decree 1967 No.46, and provides 
that an appeal against an assessment to Super Tax shall He to the Body of Appeal 
Commissioners established from time to time, to hear under the Companies In­
come Tax Act 1961 No.14. It also provides that the provisions of the said Act of 
1961 set out In the Schedule to the Decree shall apply in relation to Super Tax.

Super Tax (Amendment) (No.2) Decree No.12 1971.
Commencement 1 January 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No. 17 (1 April 1971) A51-A52

This Decree amends the Super Tax Decree 1967 No.46 by introducing a reduced 
rate of Super Tax which shall apply to a company only In the two cases mentioned 
in the new Section 1A thereof If the company is incorporated In Nigeria on or after 
1st January 1971. The reduced rate is 25 s-.O d for every pound of the amount by 
which the total profits exceed the standard deduction.

Companies Income Tax (Amendment) Decree No. 10 1971.
Commencement Section 4(3) 18 November 1968; other Sections 1 April 1970. 
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 58 No. 17 (1 April 1971) A39-A45

The Decree provides that certain donations made by a company to the funds, bod­
ies and Institutions set out in the Schedule thereto shall be allowed as deduction in 
ascertaining the profits or loss of the company under the Principal Act.
(2) It amends Section 30(10) of the Principal Act to ensure that any loss relief to 
be granted under paragraph (d) thereof, to a reconstituted company shall not re­
late to any damage or destruction caused by any military or other operations con­
nected with the civil war In Nigeria, unless the Federal Executive Council otherwise 
directs. The Decree makes special provisions for the granting of tax relief for such 
civil war damage In certain cases and also provides new rates of capital al­
lowances.
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The Decree amends the Marriage Act 1958 No.115 to provide for the solemnization 
of marriages outside Nigeria by Nigerian Diplomatic Missions where at least one of 
the parties is a Nigerian.

15 The Lagos Port Operations (Special Provisions) Decree No.15 1971.
Commencement 23 Jan. 1971.
SuppL Ped. Off. Gaz. 58 No. 19 (8 April 1971) A59-A61

This Decree established the Lagos Port Operations Committee as a body corporate 
charged with the responsibility of co-ordinating all operations at Lagos Port to see 
about the efficient discharge of functions by any person carrying on operations at 
the port, and performing the other functions conferred on the Committee.

16. Finance (Amendment) Decree No.16 1971.
Commencement 1 Jan. 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No. 19 (8 April 1971) A63rA64

This Decree amends Section 3 of the Finance Decree 1969 No.32, by inserting a 
new Section 3A. This Decree vests all allocations of Special Drawing Rights to 
Nigeria by the International Monetary Fund in the Central Bank of Nigeria. The 
Decree also amends the International Financial Organisation Act 1960 by insert­
ing immediately after Section 4A a new Section 4B. It authorises the Bank to repay 
to the Fund, on maturity, all drawings from such allocations.

17 The Air Force (Amendment) Decree No.17 1971.
Commencement 1 October 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.19 (8 April 1971) A65

Under this Decree the Air Force Act 1964 No.ll (as amended by Section 8(1) of the 
Forces Acts (Amendment) Decree 1966 No.6 and Section 1(3) of the Forces Acts 
(Amendment) (No.2) (Decree 1966) No.16 is amended In Section 4(1) tty substituting 
the words "the Military Secretary" for the words "the Paymaster-General".

18 Nigerian National Oil Corporation Decree No.18 1971.
Made at Lagos 1 April 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. GaZ. 58 No.21 (22 April 1971) A67-A73

This Decree establishes the Nigerian National Oil Corporation. The Corporation is 
empowered to engage in prospecting for. mining and marketing oil, and In all other 
activities associated with the petroleum oil industry.

19 Nigerian Steel Development Authority Decree No.19 1971.
Commencement 14 April 1971.
SuppL Ped. Off. Gaz. 58 No.21 (22 April 1971) A75-A82

This Decree establishes the Nigerian Steel Development Authority as a statutory 
Corporation. The Authority will be responsible for establishing, developing and 
operating a Nigerian iron and steel Industry.

20 The Criminal Code (Amendment) Decree No.20 1971.
Commencement 14 Aprill971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.21 (22 April 1971) A83
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The Decree expands the scope of Section 174 of the Criminal Code 1958 No.42 to 
make it also an offence to tamper with a postage stamp in the manner described in 
the Decree.

The Decimal Currency Decree No.21 1971.
Commencement 13 May 1971.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.25 (13 May 1971) A85-A88

The Decree establishes a decimal currency for Nigeria. The Unit of currency will be 
the naira, which will be divided into one hundred kobo. One naira will be equivalent 
to ten shillings In existing currency. There will be a Decimal Currency Board to su­
perintend the change-over.

Industrial Development (Income Tas Relief) Decree No.22 1971.
Commencement 1 April 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.25 (13 May 1971) A91-A105

The Decree repeals the Industrial Development (Income Tax Relief) Act and re-en­
acts the same with certain major changes. The Decree provides that the Federal 
Executive Council may in certain cases direct publication in the Official Gazette of 
a list of pioneer industries and products, and upon such publication, application 
may be made for the issue of a pioneer certificate to any company in respect of any 
such Industry or product.

The application for a pioneer certificate can only be made if the cost of 
qualifying capital expenditure to be Incurred by the Company, on or before the 
production day, is not less than the sum of £25,000 in the case of an "Indlgenous- 
controlled company", and £75,000 in the case of any other company. Every such 
application must be accompanied by a fee of £50 (non-refundable) and the 
applicant must furnish Information and make a declaration that all the particulars 
contained In the application are true.

The Initial tax relief period of a pioneer company is now three years, at the 
end of which the tax relief period may be extended either (a) for a period of one year 
and thereafter for another year, or (b) for one single period of two years, if the pre­
scribed conditions are fulfilled.

A pioneer company must not, during its tax relief period, carry on any trade 
or business other than Its pioneer enterprise. Any profit earned by the pioneer 
company from any activities other than its pioneer enterprise Is liable to tax. 
otherwise the profits of a pioneer company are exempted from tax under Section

Companies Income Tax (Amendment) (No.2) Decree No.23 1971.
Commencement 1 April 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.25 (13 May 1971) A107-A108

The Decree makes minor amendments to Section 27A and the sixth Schedule to 
the Companies Income lax Act 1961 No.22. It also amends Section 33A of the said 
Act of 1961 No.22 by limiting the aggregate amount of relief which may be granted 
under that Section to any company for all relevant years of assessment to a sum 
not exceeding the actual amount of the civil war damage suffered by the Company.

24 Income Tax Management (Amendment) Decree No.24 1971.
Commencement 1 April 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.25 (13 May 1971) Al 09
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The Decree amends the first Scheduleto the Income Tax Management Act 1961 
No.21. The Decree excludes Individuals who are employed In the Nigerian Armed 
Forces in a civilian capacity from the provisions of paragraph 3(2) of the First 
Schedule to the Income Tax Management Act 1961 No.21. Accordingly, for each 
year of assessment, which individuals will now be liable to income tax in the state 
in which they are actually resident on the 1st of April in that year.

25 The Agricultural Research Council of Nigeria Decree No.25 1971.
Commencement 1 May 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58NO.25 (13 May 1971) A111-A116

The Decree establishes the Agricultural Research Council as a body corporate 
with the general duty of advising on promoting, supervising and co-ordinating re­
search In the agricultural sciences. The Council Is to be one of the major Research 
Councils under the general surveillance of the Nigerian Council for Science and 
Technology.

26 Ahmadu Bello University Law (Amendment) Decree No.26 1971.
Commencement 1 June 1971.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.25 (13 May 1971) Al 17-A120

The Decree makes sundry amendments to the Ahmadu Bello University Law, L.N.N. 
(Cap..4). It amends the provision for the appointment of the visitor which will now 
be made by all the Military Governors of Northern States of Nigeria.

It also deletes the whole of Part V of the Principal Law and substitutes new 
provisions In relation to the Institutes, Colleges and other units within the Uni­
versity.

The Decree also vests the interests of the Interim Common Services Agency 
in certain Institutions in the University without further assurance from various 
dates mentioned in the Decree.

27 Appropriation Decree No.27 1971.
Commencement 1 April 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.29 (3 June 1971) A121-A122

The Decree provides for the expenditure of a sum not exceeding £465,837,661 for 
the services of the Federation during the Financial year ending 31st March 1972.

28 Currency Conversion (Freezing Orders) (Amendment) Decree No. 28

Commencement 24 March 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.29 (3 June 1971) A123-A125

This Decree, which amends the Currency Conversion (Freezing Orders) Decree 
1971 No.28 empowers the Federal Commissioner of Finance to set up investigating 
panels for the purposes of examining the legitimacy or otherwise of any deposits 
with any bank and rates of conversion of old currency notes by any person or au­
thority (including any government for governmental agency). Any panel appointed 
under the Decree may exercise such powers of a bank examiner as may be directed 
by the Commissioner.

Other amendments extend the operation of the Principal Decree to cover de­
posits left with the currency exchange teams of the Central Bank or other agents
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Porta Nullification of Certain Transaction Decree No.29 1971.
Commencement 10 June 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.32 (17 June 1971) A127-A129

The Decree makes provision for the repayment to the Nigerian Ports Authority of a 
sum of £203.330 advanced in respect of an abortive contract.

Statutory Corporations Service Commission (Amendment) Decree 
No. 32 1971.
Commencement 10 June 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.32 (17 June 1971) Al 39-Al 40

Subsection (1A) of Section 4 of the Statutory Corporations Service Commission 
Decree 1968 No.53 (which was Inserted by the Statutory Corporations Service 
Commission (Amendment) Decree 1969) No.30 provides that, where it is necessary 
to appoint the Chief Executive of a Statutory Corporation, the Commission shall 
not make the appointment until a recommendation has been made by the appro­
priate Commissioner and approved by the Federal Executive Council. The above 
Decree modifies that Subsection so as to provide that, where only an acting ap-

Sea Fisheries Decree No.30 1971.
Commencement 10 June 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 58 No.32 (17 June 1971) A131-A136

The Decree makes provisions for controlling, regulating and protecting sea fish­
eries in the territorial waters of Nigeria.

It provides that no person shall operate or navigate any motor fishing boat 
within the territorial waters of Nigeria unless a licence is issued under the Decree.

The Decree empowers the Commissioner to make regulations for the pur­
pose of the Decree and such regulations may prescribe the fee payable in respect 
of a licence.

The Decree repeals the existing State laws on sea fisheries.

Export of Nigerian Produce (Special Provlsions)(Amendment ) Decree 
No. 31 1971.
Commencement 10 June 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.32 (17 June 1971) Al 37

The Decree amends the Section 1(3) of Export of Nigerian Produce (Special Provi­
sion) Decree 1964 No. 14. The Decree empowers the Commissioner for Trade and 
Industries to appoint three additional directors of the Nigerian Produce Marketing 
Company Limited. The additional directors in question must be members of the 
public service of the Federation.. This amending Decree empowers the Commis­
sioner to appoint a fourth additional director, who may but need not, be a member 
of the public service of the Federation.

authorised by that bank operating in any part of the Federation and specify the 
procedure for notifying the Central Bank of the decision of the Federal Executive 
Council as to the exercise by that Council of the power of forfeittire of any account 
of property under Section 5 of the Principal Decree and the existing investigating 
panels established by Government Notices are deemed to have been appointed 
under the Decree.
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polntment Is to be made and where the person to be appointed is the next senior in 
rank to the substantive holder of the office, the appointment may be made by the 
Commission itself without the need for a recommendation from the Commissioner 
and approval from the Federal Executive Council. If the person to be appointed is 
not the next senior, the recommendation and approval will still be necessary.

33 Industrial Research Council of Nigeria Decree No.33 1971.
Commencement 19 June 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 48 No.33 (24 June 1971) A141-A148

l-he Decree establishes the Industrial Research Council of Nigeria. The main func­
tions of the Council are to encourage, promote and co-ordinate Industrial research 
deX^mdustrial^Mearch nrand *rou8h Institutes under its control, to un- 
Councffs ^o/wWchThe^gerian CounSefo^°Sc?C1' °h°f 7 
central co-ordinating body UnC1' for Science and Technology is to be the

2CA?g 7̂"1D“-
Suppl Fed OJf aez. 58 No.41112 Aug. 19711 A149.A158

The Decree establishes a National Snorts . ,
charged with the responsibility of encourairinHm j”’ 1116 Commisslon ls to 
throughout Nigeria. It Is to be the sole borfv^ deYeloping sports and gam!S 
sports and games in Nigeria and to arrange fnr° 1c,°;ordinate activities relating to 
grammes in connection therewith. S a 1 lnternatlonal fixtures and pro-

The Decree also sets up a National SHdi
responsible for the maintenance of all stadH 7 nagement Board which wi” be 
Federal Military Government. ln N‘geria owned or controlled by the

35 The Nigerian Institute of International .
Commencement 18 August 1971 nal Abairs Decree No.35 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.42 (19 Aug. 1971) A15g_A16g

The Decree establishes the Nigerian Institute nr
rate body with power to sue and to be sued it lntematIonal Affairs as a corpo- 
functlons of the Institute, and made provision*150 Sets out ln deta11 the obJects and 
stitute and such other powers that may be eJ “’ncemtng the finances of the In 
and functions. rcised in connection with its objects
Sed « he constlluled a, pro-
Institute in relation to all trusts and other prone*?/ p°wers bY lbe Trustees of the 
cease as from the commencement of the Decree TV belon8>ng to the Institute will 
Institute. The Institute's Constitution and Bve I 106 powers are now vested in the 
sequently. holders of offices under the Institute n° longer apply and con‘ 
and Bye-laws will vacate their respective offices °yirtue °f the said Constitution 
Decree and those offices within thereupon he™ aS rom 1116 commencement of the 
ra Ibe government of the institute and 7^°“le vacant.
in the Council of the Institute. management of its affairs now vest

The Constitution (Suspension and Morfin .•
Commencement 19 August 1971. “‘“cation) Decree No.36 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.43 (26 Aug. 1971) A17]
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The Trade Union* (Amendment) Decree No.39 1971.
Commencement 26 August 1971.
'SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.44 (2 Sept 1971) A179-A180

The Decree adds the Security Control (Physical) and the Security Control 
(Materials) Sections of the Nigerian Security Printing and Minting Company Lim­
ited to the list of bodies and establishments a combination of workers employed in 
which are excluded from the provisions of the Trade Unions Act 1958 Cap.200. Any 
person coming within the scope of the Decree who is a member of any trade union 
is to cease to be such a member within one month from the commencement of the 
Decree.

The Territorial Water* (Amendment) Decree No.38 1971.
Commencement 26 August 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.44 (2 Sept 1971) Al 77-Al 78

This Decree extends the territorial waters of Nigeria to 30 nautical miles of the 
coast of Nigeria, and consequentially amends the Territorial Waters Decree 1967 
(No. 5).

The Midwives (Amendment) Decree No.40 1971.
Commencement 26 August 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.44 (2 Sept 1971) A181-A182

The Decree amends the Midwives Decree 1966 No.79 to vest in the Federal Com­
mission for Health certain functions which formerly vested in the Federal Execu­
tive Council but which are normally exercised by a Commissioner in relation to 
similar professions.

The Police (Amendment) Decree No.37 1971.
Commencement 19 August 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 58 No.43 (26 Aug. 1971) Al 75-Al 76

This Decree amends the Police Act in order to ensure that functions of the Nigeria 
Police Council will’lnclude policy matters which are to be determined by the 
council. It also deals with the performance of functions relating to establishment 
and financial matters, other than pensions, it consequently amends Sections 47(a) 
and 48(a) of the Principal Act so as to allow regulations and standing orders to be 
made from time to time by the Head of the Federal Military Government in respect 
of those functions.

This Decree replaces Chapter VII of the Constitution of the Federation (which 
deals with police matters). The amendments affect, principally Section 107, 108, 
and 109 of the Constitution and the provisions suspended by the Constitution 
(Suspension and Modification) Decree 1966 which have now been omitted. By the 
virtue of Section 107, the Nigerian Police Council and the Police Service Commis­
sion have been reconstituted and the functions of the Council have been extended 
to include power as to policy matters. Section 108 empowers the Council to make 
recommendations to the Federal Military Government with respect to all the mat­
ters under its supervision, and establishes an Establishment and Finance Com­
mittee, which shall be responsible for matters relating to establishments and the 
finances of the police, other than pension.
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Nigerian Livestock and Meat Authority Decree No.42 1971.
Commencement 1 April 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 Nb.45 (9 Sept 1971) A185-A195

The Decree establishes a Livestock and Meat Authority as a body corporate and 
entrusts to the authority among other things, the Function of - (a) advising and as­
sisting the Federal Military Government and the State in matters relating to the 
livestock and meat industry, (b) reviewing and conducting research into the pro­
duction, marketing and slaughtering of livestock, meat and other products, (c) car­
rying on or participating in the carrying on of any business connected with the 
livestock and meat industry, and (d) advising persons on the carrying on and 
establishment of enterprises connected with the livestock and meat industry.

Index to the Laws of Nigeria, 1966-1938_____________________

Supplementary Appropriation (1970-71) (No.2) Decree No.41 1971.
Commencement 28 August 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.45 (9 Sept 1971) A183-A184

The Decree increases the aggregate amount mentioned in Section 1 of the Appro­
priation Decree 1970 and Section 1 of the Supplementary Appropriation (1970-71) 
Decree 1971, for expenditure during the financial year ending 31st March 1971, by 
£3,070,920.

The said additional amount is to be appropriated as specified in the 
Schedule to the Decree.

Recovery of Public Property (Amendment) Decree No.43 1971.
Commencement 24 December 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.46 (16 Sept. 1971) A197

The Decree amends Section 1 of the Recovery of Public Property (No.2) Decree 1970 
No.58, and provides the venue of the criminal proceedings against Captain Din 
from Jos in the Benue-Plateau State to Lagos.

44 Nurse* (Amendment) Decree No.44 1971.
Commencement 1 February 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.47 (23 Sept. 1971) A199-A200

The Decree allows the Nursing Council to recognise hospitals and other similar in­
stitutions, established by any Government of a State, as training schools for 
nurses. It also provides that the member of the Nursing Council nominated by the 
Cohunlssioner on the recommendation of the Chief Medical Adviser is to be ap­
pointed for a period of 3 years.

45 Miscellaneous Provision (Amendment) Decree No.45
Commencement 17 September 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.48 (30 Sept. 1971) A201

This Decree repeals the provision In any of the enactments specified in the 
Schedule hereto, which permits the making of rules by the Chief Justice of Nigeria 
as to the selection of members of a disciplinary tribunal for the purpose of the pro­
ceeding of such tribunal, shall no longer apply.
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The Marriages (Validation) Decree No.46 1971.
Commencement 11 August 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58NO.49 (7 Oct. 1971) A203-A205

By reason of the administrative changes in the countiy several marriages were cel­
ebrated in districts and offices not properly constituted under the Marriage Act 
1958 (Cap. 115) and by officers not duly appointed registrar of marriages under 
that Act. The Decree validates such marriages. The Decree also validates marriages 
purportedly celebrated in the three Eastern States during the civil war.

The Industrial Training Fund Decree No.47 1971.
Commencement 8 October 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.51 (14 Oct. 1971) A207-A211

The Decree sets up an Industrial Training Fund (The Fund) comprising sums pro­
vided by the Federal Military Government and contributions by employers in the 
manner prescribed in the Decree. The Fund is to be administered by a governing 
council and is to be utilised to promote and encourage the acquisition of skills in 
industry or sufficient to meet the needs of the economy.

Robbery and Firearms (Special Provisions) (Amendment) Decree 
No. 48 1971.
Commencement 14 October 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.52 (21 Oct. 1971) A213-A214

The Decree amends Section l(2)(b) of the Robbery and Firearms (Special Provi­
sions Decree 1970 No.47 as follows - By virtue of Section 1 of this Decree, it shall 
no longer be a capital offence to commit the offence of robbery if no weapon is 
used and no wound is caused.

Section 2 of this Decree Inserts a new Section in the Principal Decree which 
makes it clear that abetment and conspiracy are punishable in the same way as 
the principal offences.

Section 3 of the Decree amends Section 5 of the Principal Decree so as to en­
sure that the Judicial functionary of a State to be entrusted with the pronounce­
ment of a verdict involving the death penalty should not be below the rank of a 
High Court Judge.

Section 4 of the Decree amends Section 6(1) of the Principal Decree so as to 
place the primary responsibility for the institution of the proceedings upon the 
Attorney-General or where there is no Attorney-General the Solicitor-General of a 
State rather than a Director of Public Prosecutions.

Section 5 of the Decree amends the definition of "firearms" to include explo­
sives and ammunition and expands the definitions of "offensive weapon" to include 
firearms.

Banking Obligations (Eastern State) (Amendment) Decree No. 49 1971.
Commencement 15 January 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.54 (4 Nov. 1971) A215

The Decree amends the Banking Obligations (Eastern States) Decree 1970 No. 56 
to confer on the Governor of the Central Bank of Nigeria power to defer the 
payment by the African Continental Bank Limited to the Central Bank of any sums 
remaining after honouring obligations as provided in that Decree.
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50 Rent Control (Repeal) Decree No.50 1971.
Commencement 4 October 1971.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.54 (4 Nov. 1971) A217

The Decree repeals the Rent Control Decree 1966 No. 15.

61 Companies Income Tax (Amendment) (No.3) Decree No.51 1971.
Commencement 31 December 1971.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.55 (11 Nov. 1971) A219-A221

The Decree provides that no tax shall be payable on any interest derived or deemed 
to be derived in Nigeria by a foreign company from any foreign loan of not less than 
£75,000 granted in any year by the foreign company to a person carrying on a trade 
business profession or vocation in Nigeria if the loan is granted for the purposes of 
that trade, business, profession or vocation and is not repayable by the borrower 
until after the expiration of a period of not less than ten years.
(2) The Decree also provides that in respect of any such loan granted as afore­
said and which is repayable after the expiration of a period of less than ten years 
but not less than five years, tax under the Act shall be chargeable on the foreign 
company at half the normal rate prescribed under Section 32 of the Act.
(3) The Federal Executive Council is empowered by order to direct that no tax 
exemption or tax relief shall be made or granted under the Decree in respect of any 
foreign loan specified in the order.

The Revised Edition (Law* of the Federation) Decree No.52 1971.
Commencement 15 November 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.67 (25 Nov. 1971) A223-A227

The Decree establishes the Law Revision Committee which shall consist of the 
Attorney General of the Federation and Commissioner for Justice (as Chairman), 
the Solicltor-General of the Federation, the First Parliamentary Counsel, a Deputy 
ScUcnor-Genera! and slx other members. The Committee is vested with the re- 
oFthe Law^ °f th'^INd’ ^ti ^aWS dle federation and preparing a revised edition

Right-hand Traffic (Change Over) Decree No.53 1971.
Commencement 15 October 1969.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.57 (25 Nov. 1971) A229-A232

The Decree provides for the change-over to right-hand traffic on 2nd April 1972. 
The Decree formally establishes the National Commission for Right-Hand Traffic 
the principal duties of which include the co-ordination of all administrative ar­
rangements regarding the change-over and the education of the public in all mat­
ters pertaining to the change-over. State Committees are also set up to perform 
such duties as may be delegated to them by the National Commission.

54 The Legal Practitioner* (Amendment) Decree No.54 1971.
Commencement 27 November 1971.
Suppl Fed. OJff. Gaz. 58 No. 60 (9 Dec. 1971) A233-A240

The Decree makes sundry amendments to the Legal Practitioner Act 1962 No.33. It 
establishes a Body of Benchers which is responsible for the formal call to the Bar 
of persons seeking to become legal practitioners. Except in certain exceptional
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Nigerian Standard Organization Decree No.56 1971.
Commencement 1 January 1970.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.64 (31 Dec. 1971) A251-A258

Diamond Trading Decree No.55 1971.
Commencement 31 December 1971.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.64 (31 Dec. 1971) A241-A248

This Decree establishes the Armed Forces Comfort Fund primarily for the provi­
sion of comfort and relief to the members of the Armed Forces.

The Decree establishes the Nigerian Standards Organisation as an Integral part of 
the Federal Ministry of Industries. The main functions of the organization are to 
standardise methods and products in industries throughout Nigeria and to ensure 
compliance with Government policy on standardization.

The Decree also sets up the Nigerian Standards Council the membership of 
which is to be drawn from a wide field covering both the private and public sectors. 
It is the governing body of the Organization and its other function is to advise the 
Federal and State Governments on the national policy on standardisation. The 
Council is empowered to establish Nigerian Industrial Standards and to award 
certification marks to manufacturers whose products not only fall under the stan­
dards but are also of importance to the national economy.

Armed Forces Comfort Fund Decree No.57 1971.
Commencement 29 December 1971.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 58 No.64 (31 Dec. 1971) A259-A260

cases, a person shall not be entitled to be enrolled as a legal practitioner in Nigeria 
unless he has been called to the Bar by the Benchers and he produces a certificate 
of his call to the registrar.
(2) The Decree establishes the Legal Practitioners Disciplinary Committee, 
which is charged with the duty of determining any case where it is alleged that a le­
gal practitioner has committed any professional misconduct.
(3) An appeal lies from any direction given by the Disciplinary Committee to the 
Appeal Committee of the Body of the Benchers established under the Decree; and 
a further appeal lies from the decision of the Appeal Committee to the Supreme 
Court.

The Decree provides that no person shall buy, sell, export or import uncut dia­
monds unless he obtains a diamond dealers licence from the Chief Inspector of 
Mines. Any person who acts contrary to the above shall be guilty of an offence and 
liable to a fine of £1,000 or inprisonment for five years both; and the diamond con­
cerned in the offence may be forfeited in addition.
(2) The Decree provides that no person shall be in possession of uncut diamond 
unless he can establish that he obtained it lawfully, otherwise he would be guilty of 
an offence and punishable as in 1 above.
(3) The Decree authorizes a Police Officer, an administrative officer, the Chief 
Inspector of Mines, an Officer of the Board of Customs and Excise, under certain 
circumstances, to search any building premises, ship, place, carriage or receptacle 
where he reasonably suspects that there is any thing intended to be used or has 
been used or will afford evidence for the Commission of an offence against this De­
cree.
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Public Order (Scheduled Societies Assets and Liabilities) Decree 
No. 58 1971.
Commencement 29 December 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 58NO.64 (31 Dec. 1971) A261-A264

This Decree provides for the forfeiture and disposal of, and the discharge of, all the 
assets and liabilities of societies proscribed under the Public Order Decree 1966 
No.33.

The assets of the societies are by virtue of the Decree forfeited to the Gov­
ernment of the Federation or of the State, In which the assets are situated or recov­
ered or from which the funds for which assets were derived or obtained.
(3) Only claims In respect of the liabilities of such societies by the Government 
of the Federation or the Government of a State and governmental agencies are to 
be entertained under the Decree, and all other liabilities shall be written off as bad 
debts.
(4) The Decree also provides that all insigns, banners, firearms and ammuni­
tions, books, papers, documents, flags emblems or other chattels or paraphernalia 
ol the societies, which are in the possession or control of the police, are to be de­
posited in the national archives for safety custody and preservation.
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Professional Bodies (Special Provisions) Decree No.3 1972.
Commencement 7 February 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59No.8 (17 Feb. 1972) A9-A10

This Decree establishes the Nigerian Enterprises Promotion Board, which has the 
power to advance the promotion of Nigerian enterprises. The Decree also estab­
lishes the Enterprises Promotion Committee In each State of the Federation with

Medical Research Council of Nigeria Decree No.l 1972.
Commencement 17 February 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.8 (17 Feb. 1972) A1-A7.

The Decree establishes the Medical Research Council of Nigeria as a body corpo­
rate with the general duty of advising on, promoting, supervising and co-ordinating 
research In the medical services. The Council is to be one of the major Research 
Councils under the general surveillance of the Nigerian Council for Science and 
Technology.

The Revised Edition (Laws of the Federation) Amendment) Decree
No. 2 1972.
Commencement 8 February 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.8 (17 Feb. 1972) A8

The Decree amends the composition of the Law Revision Committee by substitut­
ing a new Section 1(1) for that of the Principal Decree No.52 of 1971.
(2) It is then constituted by (a) the Attorney-General of the Federation and 
Commissioner for Justice (as Chairman) and the following officers of the Federal 
Ministry of Justice:

the Solicitor-General of the Federation:
the First Parliamentary Counsel; 
a Deputy Solicitor-General, and 
the Librarian, who shall be Secretary; and other officers from the 
Federal Ministry of Justice-and (b) six other members, who shall be 
appointed by the Head of the Federal Military Government of whom 
two representatives from the States (11) two from the Universities of 
Nigeria,
and two should be legal practitioners nominated by the Nigerian Bar 
Association.

This Decree amends the provisions of existing enactments so as to vest In the Gov­
ernment power to permit the practice, In Nigeria of any of the professions set out In 
the Schedule to the Decree by persons other than citizens of Nigeria. It also 
provides that the Head of the Federal Military Government may lay down the con­
ditions under which such persons may set up the practice of such professions.

4. Nigerian Enterprises Promotion Decree No.4 1972.
Commencement 23 February 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 59No.lO (28 Feb. 1972) A11-A21
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8

This Decree makes fresh provisions with respect to the issue of visas or permits for 
entry into Nigeria. Visitors permits and certain specified classes of permits may 
now be issued by Heads of Nigerian Missions abroad. All applications by persons 
seeking entry into Nigeria for the purpose taking up an employment must be re­
ferred to the Federal Ministry of Internal Affairs in Lagos.

Under this Decree Schedule 1,2,3 and 4 to the Customs Tariff Act 1965 No.3 shall 
be substituted with new Schedules 1,2,3 and 4 respectively.

This Decree Increases the composition of the Commission to a maximum of seven 
members. The quorum for a meeting of the Commission is consequently increased.

This Decree amends the provisions of the Constitution of the Federation 1963 
No.20 relating to the appointment and removal of the Justices of the Supreme 
Court of Nigeria.

Statutory Corporatlono Service Commission (Amendment) 
Decree No. S 1972.
Commencement 8 March 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.13 (16 March 1972) A25

Customs Tariff (Amendment) Decree No.7 1972.
Commencement 30 March 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.15 (30 March 1972) A27-A414

Immigration (Amendment) Decree No.8 1972.
Commencement 10 April 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.20 (30 March 1972) A415-416
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certain powers to assist and advise the Board on the implementation of the Decree 
are complied with by aliens resident in every State.
2) Under Section 4 of the Decree, the establishment and operation of certain 
enterprises (listed In Schedule 1 of the Decree) are now exclusively reserved for 
Nigerian citizens, companies and associations, and certain other enterprises 
(listed In Schedule 2 of the Decree) cannot be operated or carried on by aliens in 
Nigeria unless they fulfil certain conditions specified in Section 5 of the Decree. 
The Decree also provides that exemptions may be granted in certain circum­
stances, and subject to such conditions as may be deemed necessary in respect of 
enterprises affected by the Decree.
3) Any person who acts as a front for the purpose of defeating the object of the 
Decree Is liable to be prosecuted, and any contravention of any of the provisions of 
the Decree Is an offence punishable with a fine or imprisonment or both. The 
Board also has power, under the Decree to take over, sell or otherwise dispose of 
any enterprises where there has been a contravention, and may distribute the pro­
ceeds in the manner provided under the Decree. An aggrieved person may, however, 
petition the Commissioner for a review of his case.

Constitution (Amendment) Decree No.5 1972.
Commencement 17 January 1966.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 59 No. 10 (28 Feb. 1972) A23
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Prisons Decree No.9 1972.
Commencement 10 April 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.20 (20 April 1972) A417-A427

This Decree revises and replaces the Prisons Act 1960 No.41 in order to Implement 
certain of the proposals contained in the 1971 White Paper entitled "A Statement 
of Federal Government Policy on the reorganisation of the Prison Service and the 
Integration of the Federal, Local Government and Native Administration Prisons".

Customs and Excise Management (Amendment) Decree No. 10 1972.
Commencement 10 April 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.20 (20 April 1972) A429-A432

This Decree makes sundry amendments in the Customs and Excise Management 
Act 1958 No. 55 to empower the Board in proper cases to reverse any decision of 
any of its officers and generally to enable the Board and its officers to carry out 
their functions under the Act more expeditiously.

Appropriation Decree No. 11 1972.
Commencement 1 April 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 59 No.21 (25 April 1972) A429-A432

This Decree authorised the Accountant-General of the Federation when he re­
ceives warrants signed by the Federal Commissioner for Finance, to pay out the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federation during the year ending 31st March 
1973 the sums specified by the warrants, not exceeding in the aggregate six hun­
dred and thirty-eight million, nine hundred and forty-seven thousand and six hun­
dred and forty-nine pounds. The amount shall be appropriated to heads of expen­
diture as indicated in the Schedule to this Decree.

University of Lago* (Amendment) Decree No. 12 1972.
Commencement 15 March 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59No.25 (18 May 1972) A435-A436

This Decree amends the University of Lagos Decree 1967 No.3 to introduce provi­
sions in relation to the conduct of visitation into the affairs of the University and in 
relation to the appointment and tenure of office of the Chancellor, the Pro-Chan­
cellor and the Vice-Chancellor of the University.

13 University of Ibadan (Amendment) Decree No. 13 1972.
Commencement 15 March 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.25 (18 May 1972) A437-A438

This Decree amends Section 6 of the University of Ibadan Act 1962 No.37 to intro­
duce provisions in relation to the conduct of visitations into the affairs of the Uni­
versity and in relation to the appointment and tenure of office of the Chancellor, 
the Pro-Chancellor, and the Vice-Chancellor of the University.

14 Nigerian Institute of International Affairs (Amendment) Decree 
No. 14 1972.
Commencement 18 August 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.25 (18 May 1972) A439
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This Decree relates to the punishments awarded by the Supreme Military Council 
to certain ofllcers of the Armed Forces who engaged in hostile and subversive ac­
tivities during the period specified in the Decree.

Nigerian Pools Company Limited (Take-Over) Decree No.20 1972.
Commencement 16 May 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.26 (25 May 1972) A453-A454

This Decree takes over without compensation the shares held in the Nigerian 
Pools Company Limited by certain private persons and organisations.

Internal Loans (Rehabilitation Reconstruction and Development) 
Decree No. 17 1972.
Commencement 1 January 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.26 (25 May 1972) A445-A446

This Decree authorises the raising of loans in Nigeria for the purpose of rehabllt* 
tation, reconstruction and the development plan.

Armed Forces (Special Provisions) Decree No.15 1972.
Commencement 15 January 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.26 (25 May 1972) A441-A442

Yaba College of Technology (Amendment) Decree No.19 1972.
Commencement 1 April 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.26 (25 May 1972) A451-A452

This Decree removes the obligation to publish the statements of income and ex­
penditure together with a statement of assets of the Yaba College of Technology in 
two widely circulated newspapers in Nigeria and in the Federal Gazette.

This Decree amends the Nigerian Institute of International Affairs Decree 1971 
No. 35 to remove the time limit imposed in respect of the summoning of the first 
meeting of the Council of the Institute.

Pension (Amendment) Decree No.16 1972.
Commencement 1 April 1971.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.26 (25 May 1972) A443-A444

The Decree amends the Pensions Act 1958 Cap. 147 to vest the power to require an 
officer to proceed on compulsory retirement in the Public Service Commission of 
the Federation and other authorities empowered under the Constitution of the 
Federation to exercise disciplinary control over the the officer concerned.

Military Pension (Amendment) Decree No. 18 1972.
Commencement Section 6(2) 25 May 1972 other Sections 27 May 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.26 (25 May 1972) A447-A450

This Decree makes sundry amendments to the Military Pensions Act 1955 
(Cap. 119). It introduces the concept of retirement in extreme compassionate cir­
cumstances for commissioned officers while abolishing voluntary retirement on 
grounds of age for such officers.
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24

Students Loans Board Decree No.25 1972.
Commencement 1 September 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.32 (6 July 1972) A487-A493

The Decree establishes the Student Loans Board as a body corporate with power 
to maintain and administer the Nigerian Universities Revolving Loan Scheme. Un­
der the Decree, no person shall be entitled to a loan unless he is a student in, or 
has been accepted as a student of a University or other approved institution of 
higher learning in Nigeria. The Decree provides for method of repayment of loans 
granted and enjoins the Board to prepare a yearly estimate of its income and ex­
penditure for the consideration and approval of the Federal Executive Council.

This Decree establishes the National Electric Power Authority. The Authority is 
empowered to develop and maintain an efficient, co-ordinated and economical 
system of electric supply for all parts of the Federation.

It merges the Electricity Corporation of Nigeria and the Niger Dams 
Authority into a single corporate body.

25

Loans to Students (Recovery) Decree No.21 1972.
Commencement 8 June 1972.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.28 (8 June. 1972) A455-A457

The Decree provides for the recovery of loans from emoluments of persons to 
whom such loans have been granted. It makes an employer to be answerable for 
deductions made from emoluments and prescribes penalty in the event of failure 
by such employers to make such deductions or properly to account therefore. The 
Decree is also applicable to a person from whom a loan is recoverable who is self­
employed.

Recovery of Public Property (Amendment) Decree No.22 1972.
Commencement 24 December 1970.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 49 No.29 (15 June. 1972) A459-A460

This Decree provides for the forfeiture and disposal of other relevant assets of 
Captain Din which are not covered by the Principal Decree.

Off-Shore Oil Revenues (Revenues) (Registration and Grants) Decree 
No. 23 1972.
Commencement 1 April 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.29 (15 June 1972) A461-A462

Under this Decree, it is required that all instruments relating to any lease, licence, 
permit or right issued or granted to any person in connection with the Petroleum 
Industry in Nigeria shall continue to be registrable in the States which are con­
tiguous to the territorial waters and the continental shelf of Nigeria, notwithstand­
ing anything to the contrary in any other enactment.

National Electric Power Authority Decree No.24 1972.
Commencement 1 April 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59NO.31 (29 June 1972) A463-A486
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Second All-African Gaines Decree No.26 1972.
Commencement 27 June 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.32 (6 July 1972) A495-A497

The Decree establishes a body corporate known as the Organizing Committee of 
the Second AH-African Games.

The Committee Is charged with the duty of making all necessary 
arrangements for the success of the Second All-African Games scheduled to take 
place in Lagos In January 1973, and it is given the exclusive function of making 
arrangements for the manufacture, printing, publication and sale of any souvenirs 
connected with the games.

It is an offence punishable with a fine not exceeding £1,000 or imprisonment 
for a term not exceeding 2 years for any person or body other than the Committee 
or Its agent to manufacture, print, publish, or sell any souvenirs connected with the 
games.

Supplementary Appropriation (1971-72) Decree No. 27 1972.
Commencement 18 July 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.35 (27 July 1972) A499

This Decree Increases the amount mentioned in Section 1 of the Appropriation 
Decree 1971 No.27 by £4,342,130, and provides that the additional amount be ap­
propriated as specified in the Schedule to the Decree.

Corporation* Standing Tender* Board (Amendment) Decree No. 28 
1972.
Commencement 19 July 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.35 (27 July 1972) A500

This Decree amends the Corporations Standing Tenders Board Decree 1968 No.54 
to make it clear that the powers of the Corporation Standing Tenders Board does 
not Include the power to supervise the award of contracts relating to the purchase 
or charter of aircraft required by the Nigerian Airways.

29 School Year (Variation) Decree No.29 1972.
Commencement 28 July 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 59 No.36 (3 Aug. 1972)

This Decree changed the calendar year of schools and colleges. The schools will no 
longer begin their school year in January nor end it in November or December 
every year. But as from 1973 the school year begins in the month of September of 
each, and end It in the month of June or July of the following year.

30 Institute of Chartered Accountant* (Amendment) Decree No.30 1972.
Commencement 3 August 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 59 No.37 (10 Aug. 1972) A503-A504

By tills Decree, it is now possible to enrol a chartered accountant who has not en- 
roled as an associate, as a fellow, provided he had qualified to be enroled as an as­
sociate.
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33

34

35

Lagos University Teaching Hospital (Amendment) Decree No.34 1972.
Commencement 29 August 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off; Gaz. 59 No.42 (7 Sept. 1972) A517-A518

The Decree reorganises the composition of the Board of Management of the Lagos 
University Teaching Hospital for the purpose of more effective management of the

National Provident Fund (Amendment) Decree No.35 1972.
Commencement 1 January 1973.
SuppL Fed. OJJ. Gaz. 59No.45 (24 Sept. 1972) A519-A520

 Section I: Main Entry/1972

The Commissioner could appoint any cha'rtered accountant to the Council 
of the Institute even though the accountant may not be engaged in the practice of 

. accountancy.
A person with a qualification granted outside Nigeria and for the time being 

acceptable to the Institute could be enroled as a chartered accountant even 
though that person may not by law be entitled to practice accountancy in the 
country granting the qualification.

The Council of the Institute is given additional powers to make rules with re­
gard to qualifications granted outside Nigeria and practical training to be under­
gone before enrolment and practice as a chartered accountant.

Nigerian Educational Research Council Decree No.31 1972.
Commencement 1 December 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 NoAO (31 Aug. 1972) A505-A512

The Decree establishes the Nigerian Educational Research Council which is em­
powered to undertake, promote and co-ordinate educational research programmes 
of various kinds throughout the Federation.

The Council, unlike other similar Research Councils set up by the Federal 
Government, is to function independently of the Nigerian Council of Science and 
Technology.

Companies (Amendment) Decree No.32 1972.
Commencement 22 August 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.40 (31 Aug. 1972) A513

The Decree amends Section 297 of the Companies Decree 1968 No.51, and places 
all outstanding contributions of not more than 12 months immediately before a 
winding up of a company, payable by a company to the National Provident Fund in 
respect of any worker, in priority to all other debts, in a winding up of such com­
pany.

University College Hospital (Amendment) Decree No.33 1972.
Commencement 29 August 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.42 (7 Sept 1972) A515-A516

The Decree reorganises the composition of the Board of Management of the Uni- 
V?tal^ College Hospital for the purpose of more effective management of the hos-
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The Decree Increases by one per cent the amount of each contribution to the Na­
tional Provident Fund and specifies the amount of each contribution in the new 
currency.

Legal Practitioners (Amendment) Decree No.36 1972.
Commencement 13 September 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 59NO.47 (22 Sept. 1972) A521

The Decree Includes the Supreme Court amongst the list of courts at which the 
right of audience by legal practitioners may be prohibited or restricted.

37 Petroleum Training Institute Decree No.37 1972.
Commencement 19 September 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59NO.49 (28 Sept. 1972) A523-A530

The Decree establishes the Petroleum Training Institute. The main functions of the 
Institute are to provide courses of Instruction, training and research in oil tech­
nology and to produce technicians and other skilled personnel required to run the 
oil industry.

Statutory Corporations Pensionable Officers (Retiring Age Limit) 
Decree No. 38 1972.
Commencement 24 May 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59NO.51 (12 Oct. 1972) A531-A533

Section 1 of the Decree limits the retiring age of pensionable officers of Statutory 
Corporations to 55 years. By virtue of Section 2. the relevant authority as defined in 
the Decree may, subject to the conditions stated therein, extend the retiring age 
limit from year to year. A Statutory Corporation may, by regulations, prescribe 
other conditions for the extension or continuance of the services of the officers af­
fected by the Decree beyond the retiring age limit.

The Decree will not affect any action or proceedings begun, instituted or 
pending before a court of law at the date of its commencement, but any action or 
proceedings begun or Instituted after that date will abate.

39 Nigerian Mining Corporation Decree No.39 1972.
Commencement 24 October 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59NO.54 (2 Nov. 1972) A535-A544

The Decree sets up the Nigerian Mining Corporation as a Statutory Corporation. 
The Corporation is empowered to engage in prospecting for. mining and refining 
minerals of various kinds occurring in Nigeria apart from coal and petroleum.

40 Defence Industries Corporation of Nigeria (Amendment) Decree No. 
40 1972.
Commencement 24 October 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No. 54 (2 Nov. 1972) A545

Hie Decree amends the Defence Industries Corporation of Nigeria Acl 1964 No 14 
to replace. In the membership of the Corporation, the Chief Accountant in the 
Ministry of Defence with the Permanent Secretary. Ministry of Finance and to in 
serf the correct title of the Ministry now responsible for industries.



89

41

43

44

46 Central Bank of Nigeria (Amendment) Decree No.46 1972.
Commencement 14 December 1972.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.63 (28 Dec. 1972) A557-A559

DoC^Cr m?'<es sundry amendments to the Central Bank of Nigeria Act 1958 
Cap. 30) for the purpose of bringing that Act up-to-date and also for facilitating 
the currency exchange exercise.

47 Finance (Miscellaneous) (Taxation Provisions) Decree No.47 1972 
Commencement 1 April 1972.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.63 (28 Dec. 1972) A561-A563

Statutory Corporations Service Commission (Amendment) (No.2) 
Decree No.44 1972.
Commencement 21 October 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.60 (7 Dec. 1972) A553

The Decree removes Nigeria Airways Limited formerly known as WAAC (Nigeria) 
Limited from the ambit of the Statutory Corporations Service Commission.
45 Banking (Amendment) Decree No.45 1972.

Commencement 14 December 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.63 (28 Dec. 1972) A555-A556

The Decree, amongst other things, provides the same safeguards against abuse of 
office by bank managers as in the case of bank directors.

Section I: Main Entry/1972

Pensions (Increase) Decree No.41 1972.
Commencement 1 September 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.56 (16 Nov. 1972) A547-A548

The Decree implements certain recommendations of the Adebo Wages and 
Salaries Review Commission concerning Increases in pensions to government of­
ficers following the general incomes revision. The minimum pension now payable 
Is £5 per month.
42. Industrial Development (Income Tax Relief (Amendment Decree

No. 42 1972.
Commencement 31 October 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.56 (16 Nov. 1972) A549

The Decree enables pioneer certificates to be issued to companies whose applica­
tions for pioneer certificate made under the Industrial Development (Income Tax 
Relief) Act (Cap.87), have been approved by the Federal Executive Council but to 
whom no such certificates had been issued.

Supplementary Appropriation Decree No.43 1972.
Commencement 27 November 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59 No.60 (7 Dec. 1972) A551-A552

The Decree increases the amount mentioned in Section 1 of the Appropriation De­
cree 1972 No.ll by £5,057,183 and provides that the additional amount shall be 
appropriated as specified in the schedule to the Decree.
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The Decree (a) approves that deduction for loss suffered by a company during a 
year of assessment can now only be allowed from profits made In a subsequent 
year of assessment. The right to carry forward accumulated losses until the losses 
have been fully relieved from future profits is preserved, (b) Introduces new rates of 
tax on the profits of companies. The new rate Is 40% for the first £5,000 of the 
profits and 45% for the remainder, (c) Abolishes the system whereby tax Is de­
ducted at source from dividends payable to shareholders, (d) It abolishes the Super 
Tax Decree 1967 No.46. (e) It brings stocks and shares within the ambit of the 
Capital Gains Tax Decree 1967. Gains accruing from the transfer of shares and 
stocks are now t0 be subject to tax at the same rate of 20%.
(2) All the changes enumerated above have effect from 1st April 1972.

Second All-African Game* (Amendment) Decree No.48 1972.
Commencement 23 December 1972. .
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 59No.63 (28 Dec. 1972) A565-A566

ThnrR6?66 amends the principal enactment to make it an offence for any unau- 
nonsea person to use any souvenir depicting the Second All-African Games em­

blem for advertising any trade or business.

49 Decimal Currency (Amendment) Decree No.49 1972.
Commencement 30 December 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 59 No.64 (30 Dec. 1972) A567

a”?e?ds Section 6 of the Decimal Currency Decree 1971 No.21 by re- 
six e within which old currency notes shall be exchanged to at least 
least ninemonths^ fS Tj Wh‘Ch °'d C°*nS ShaU eXchanged tO at

5° Decreed R5o°in972UCt*°n *nd development Savings (Amendment)

Commencement 30 December 1972
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 59 No.65 (30 Dec. 1972) A569.

SrnndnC|?^VanC5S the maturity date for certificates Issued under the National 
1079 u_,and DeveloPment Savings Decree 1967 No.52 to 31st December 
1972 and provides for the repayment of contributions.

^orces an<* Other Persons) (Special Provisions)

Commencement 1 April 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 59 No.65 (30 Dec. 1972) A571-A593.

f°r dle imposition of tax on the income of Armed Forces Per- 
Ut>, Omeers employed in the Nigerian Foreign Service and in respect of 

Federal Pensl°n® and dividends payable overseas. The tax is to be collected by the 
Oard In*ant^ Revenue and not by the tax authorities of the States where 

, ,, cei? are resident or deemed to be resident. The proceeds of the tax after de- 
on of the expenses of the Board are to be credited to the Distributable Pool

Account for distribution to the States.
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Prison* (Amendment) Decree No.5 1973.
Commencement 10 April 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.7 (8 Feb. 1973) A24

Statutory Corporations Service Commission (Amendment) Decree 
No. 3 1973.
Commencement 1 July 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.7 (8 Feb. 1973) A21

Corporations Standing Tenders Board (Amendment) Decree No. 4 
1973.
Commencement 1 July 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.7 (8 Feb. 1973) A23

The Decree amends the Statutory Corporations Service Commission Decree 1968 
No.53, to empower the Commission to delegate to the chief executive officer of a 
corporation to which the Decree of 1968 applies extensive powers over specified 
categories of that corporation's employees. The powers to be delegated include the 
power to appoint, to promote and to exercise disciplinary control over all Junior 
staff and certain senior staff.

The Decree amends the Corporations Standing Tenders Board Decree 1968 No.54 
to modify the powers of the Board in respect of the award of Contracts. Contracts 
of a value of not less than N200.000 are to be referred to the Federal Executive 
Council before award is made, contracts of a value of between N50.000 and 
N200.000 are to be awarded by the Board and those of a value of less than N50,000 
are left with the individual Corporation concerned.

This Decree amends Schedule 1 of the Prisons Decree 1972 No.9 by substituting 
"Part XVH" in Schedule 1 thereto for "Part XII".

Wage* Board and Industrial Council* Decree No.l 1973.
Commencement 1 February 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.6 (1 Feb. 1973) A1-A18

This Decree revises and extends the existing Wages Boards Act 1958 (Cap. 211). In 
addition to Industrial Wages Boards, which correspond to Wages Board under the 
existing Act, the Decree provides for the establishment of a National Wages Board 
and Area Minimum Wages Committee for States, and for Joint Industrial Councils 
for particular industries.

Survey Co-ordination (Amendment) Decree No.2 1973.
Commencement 22 January 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.6 (1 Feb. 1973) A19

This Decree amends the Survey Co-ordination Act 1962 No.28 by extending the ex­
emption provisions under Section 1(7) to include activities by any branch of the 
armed forces of the Federation.
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Trade (Generalised System of Preferences) Decree No.8 1973.
Commencement 15 February 1973.
SuppL Fed. Ofi. Gaz. 60 No. 12 (1 March. 1973)

The Decree appoints the Board of Customs and Excise as the certifying authority 
in Nigeria for the purposes of certification of goods export from Nigeria intended to 
benefit under the Generalised System of Preferences of the United Nations Confer­
ence on Trade and Development.

Natural Sciences Research Council of Nigeria Decree No.9 1973.
Commencement 15 February 1973.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.12 (1 March 1973) A431-A438

The Decree establishes the Natural Sciences Research Council of Nigeria, and em­
powers it to encourage, promote, and co-ordinate all forms of research concerned 
with the natural sciences throughout the Federation. The Council is to be one of 
the Research Councils under the surveillance of the Nigerian Council for Science 
and Technology.

Tafawa Balewa Square Management Decree No.10 1973.
Commencement 23 August 1972.
SuppL Fed. OJff. Gaz 60 No.13 (8 March 1973) A439-A443

By virtue of this Decree, the management and control of the Tafawa Balewa Square 
revert to and vest In the Federal Military Government. The Decree establishes a 
new board of management that will be responsible for the reconstruction and de­
velopment of square and for maintaining It for the purpose of holding National and 
other Important celebrations.

Port (Nullification of Certain Transaction) (Repeal) Decree No. 11 1973.
Commencement 17 March 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No. 16 (29 March 1973) A445

This Decree repeals the Ports (Nullfication of Certain Transaction) Decree 1971 No 29
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Custom* Tariff (Consolidation) Decree No.6 1973.
Commencement 22 February 1973.
SuppL Fed. OJJ. Gaz. Elxtra. 60 No. 11 (23 Feb. 1973) A25-A417

The Decree repeals the Customs Tariff Act 1965 No.3 and 1973 No.6 all subsequent 
amendments hereto and consolidates the customs tariffs to-date, taking into con­
sideration the changes from Imperial to metric system and from the pound, 
shilling and pence to the naira and kobo which came Into effect fom 1 sUanuary1973.

7 Excise Tariff (Consolidation) Decree No.7 1973.
Commencement 22 February 1973.
SuppL Fed. Ojff. Gaz. 60 No. 11 (23 Feb. 1973) A419-A428

The Decree repeals the Excise Tariff Act 1965 (Authority to Reprint) Decree 1969 
No.3 and all subsequent amendments thereto, and consolidates the excise tariffs 
to date, taking into consideration the changes into metric and from the pound, 
shilling and pence to the naira and kobo which came into effect on 1st January 
1973.
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16 Petroleum (Amendment) Decree No. 16 1973.
Commencement 1 April 1971.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.22 (19 April 1973) A479-A480

The Decree amends the Petroleum Decree 1969 No.51 to enable the Federal Mili­
tary Government to take natural gas produced along with crude oil (and presently 
being dared) on terms agreed upon between the Government and the producer.

Legal Education (Amendment) Decree No. 12 1973.
Commencement 10 February 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 60 No.20 (11 April 1973) A447

This Decree amends the Legal Education Act 1962 No.12. by stipulating that the 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council of Legal Education shall be the Chief 
Justice of Nigeria and the Attorney-General of the Federation respectively.

Federal Revenue Court Decree No. 13 1973.
Commencement 13 April 1973.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.22 (19 April 1973) A449-A467

The Decree establishes the Federal Revenue Court as a High Court of Justice with 
certain special powers. (2) The Court shall consist of a President and such other 
Judges, not being less than four, as the Head of the Federal Military Government 
may be prescribed by an order. As in the case of a High Court of a State, the Presi­
dent and the other Judges shall be appointed by the Supreme Military Council 
acting after consultation with the Advisory Judicial Committee. (3) The Federal 
Revenue Court shall have original jurisdiction in certain specified matters includ­
ing taxation of companies. Customs and Excise Duties, Banking, etc. (4) For the 
purposes of the Decree the area of the Federation will be divided into Judicial Di­
visions not being less than four, and the court may sit in any one or more of the 
Judicial Divisions as the President of the Federal Revenue Court may direct, and 
the court may exercise appellate Jurisdiction in the circumstances mentioned in 
the Decree. This is a right of appeal from the decisions of a Federal Revenue Court 
by an aggrieved person to the Supreme Court.

14 Capital Issues Decree No. 14 1973.
Commencement 13 April 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.22 (19 April 1973) A469-A472

The Decree establishes a Capital Issues Commission with powers, among other 
things, of determining the price at which shares and stocks are offered for sale to 
the public and of approving such acquisition, sale or transfer.

15 Petroleum Profits Tax (Amendment) Decree No. 15 1973.
Commencement 20 March 1971.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.22 (19 April 1973) A473-A478

The Decree amends Section 2 of the Petroleum Profits Tax Act 1959 No.15 to give 
effect to the agreement entered into with companies carrying on petroleum opera­
tions in the country.
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The Decree provides for the pensions payable under the Widows' and Orphans' 
Pension Act to be increased either by an enactment or a directive of the Federal 
Executive Council.

Appropriation Decree No.21 1973.
Commencement 1 April 1973.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 60 No.25 (9 May 1973) A493-A494

The Decree authorised the Accountant-General of the Federation when he receives 
warrants signed by the Federal Commissioner for Finance, to pay out the Consoli­
dated Revenue Fund of the Federation during the year ending 31st March 1974. the 
sums specified by the warrants, not exceeding in the aggregate one thousand four 
hundred and eleven million, four hundred and twenty thousand and slxty-five 
naira. The amount shall be appropriated to heads of expenditure as indicated in 
the Schedule to this Decree.

Income Tax (Miscellaneous Provisions) Decree No. 17 1973.
Commencement 1 April 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.23 (26 April 1973) A481-A482

The Decree makes sundry amendments to the Income Management Act 1961 No.21 
in respect of the power to collect certain residual taxes which formerly accrued to 
the Federal Government In its capacity as the authority responsible for the former 
Federal Territory of Lagos and makes some minor consequential amendments in 
two other taxation enactments.

Federal Highways (Amendment) Decree No. 18 1973.
Commencement 13 April 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.23 (26 April 1973) A483-A486

The amendments effected by the Decree now make it possible under the Federal 
Highways Decree 1971 No.4 to recover the cost of making good damage caused by 
any person to Federal Highways. The motor vehicle or thing involved in the damage 
is liable to be seized under the Decree and to be detained for disposal by sale or 
otherwise until the amount has been duly recovered. The other amendments to the 
Principal Decree relate to the registration and licensing of motor vehicles and 
other drivers and conductors, and the clarification of the meanings of certain ex­
pressions.

19 Companies (Special Provisions) Decree No.19 1973.
Commencement 13 April 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.23 (26 April 1973) A487-A489

The Decree empowers the Federal Executive Council to grant exemptions to cer­
tain specified categories of foreign companies from complying with the provisions 
of Part X of the Companies Decree 1968 No.51 which make it obligatory for all for­
eign companies carrying on business in Nigeria to incorporate in Nigeria. Exemp­
tions to be granted will be for limited durations only or in relation to certain speci­
fied projects.

Widows' and Orphans' Pensions (Amendment) Decree No.20 1973.
Commencement 1 September 1971.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.23 (26 April 1973) A491
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Corneal Drafting Decree No.23 1973.
Commencement 5 May 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.26 (10 May 1973) A503-A504

The Decree makes provisions with respect to the use of eyes of deceased persons 
for therapeutic purposes.

National Youth Service Corps Decree No.24 1973.
Commence 22 May 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 60 No.28 (22 May 1973) A505-A512

The Decree establishes a scheme under which Nigerian citizens up the age of 30 
years are called upon to serve in a National Youth Service Corps. The scheme af­
fects, in the first Instance, Nigerians of up to the age of 30 years who shall have at 
the end of the academic year 1972 to 1973 obtained their first degrees in Nigerian 
universities. Provisions have been made to apply the Decree to certain other cate­
gories of Nigerians within or outside Nigeria.

All members or prospective members of the corps are to be registered in 
accordance with the procedure to be prescribed under the Decree.

The Decree also makes provisions for membership and functions of a 
Directorate and State Committees and creates, Inter alia, certain offences.

Petroleum Technology Development Fund Decree No.25 1973.
Commencement 14 June 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.32 (14 June 1973) A513-A514

This Decree establishes the Petroleum Technology Development Fund for the pur­
poses of the administration and regulation of all contributions made by oil 
prospecting and mining licensees as provided under their various licences and un­
der our laws, and as they may freely donate, including the balance of all monetary 
assets in the Gulf Oil Company Training Fund for the purposes of training and ed­
ucation of Nigerians in the petroleum industry. It repeals the Gulf Oil Company 
Training Fund (Administration) Act 1964 No.32.

Nigerian Bank for Commerce and Industry Decree No.22 1973.
Commencement 2 April 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.26 (10 May 1973) A495-A502

This Decree establishes a Nigerian Bank for Commerce and Industry which shall 
provide capital and loans for Medium aid long term Investments to Indigenous per­
sons and bodies engaged in Industry and commerce.
(2) The Bank shall also have powers, among other things, to engage in aspects 
of merchant banking and other aspects of banking or commercial business 
(specified in the Decree expressly) and as may be directed by the Commissioner.
(3) The share capital of the Bank is to be subscribed by the Federal Government 
and the Central Bank of Nigeria.
(4) The powers of the Bank also Include powers to establish a General Reserve 
Fund, to borrow money and to make regulations, rules and bye-laws In relation to 
specified functions, to provide the terms and conditions of service of the officers, 
servants, and agents of the Bank, and such other matters as concern Its order and 
management, respectively.
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26 National Census Decree No.26 1973.
Commencement 1 April 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.34 (28 June 1973) A515-A521

The Decree establishes the National Census Board which shall be responsible for 
the overall control and supervision of the arrangements for the census to be taken 
in Nigeria in 1973. It also establishes a Census Committee in each State of the 
Federation which shall assist the State Census Officer in the execution of his 
functions and consider periodic reports submitted to it by the State Census Offi­
cer. Census offices will be established in the States and each office will be headed 
by the State Census Officer.

The Decree, among other things, sets out the functions and composition of 
the Board and of the Committee in each State.

The Decree creates new offences of Improper discussion, debating or disclo­
sure of population figures of a State at meetings of any Committee of the State, and 
provides penalties for the commission of such offences. Other offences include 
wilful destruction or mutilation, among other things of stickers containing num­
bers of houses pasted for the purposes of the census.

27 West African Examinations Council Decree No.27 1973.
Commencement 22 June 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.34 (28 June 1973) A523-A535

The Decree replaces former legislations on the establishment of the West African 
Examinations Council in Nigeria and gives effect to changes resulting from the re­
constitution of the Council. There are now comprehensive provisions relating to 
the Council's membership (to be drawn from specified West African countries), its 
constitution and its functions. There is also provision for associate membership of 
the council by other countries in West Africa not already fully members of the 
council.

In addition, the Decree introduces various penalties in connection with ex­
amination leakages and impersonation at examinations. It provides for the im­
position of fines and imprisonment in some cases and for the cancellation of ex­
amination results or certificates where appropriate. The Council is given power to 
set up an Investigating Committee in every case where specific allegations o’f ex­
amination leakage are made. These later provisions as set out in Part II of the De­
cree, are peculiar to Nigeria only and arose out of the Alexander Tribunal of Inquiry 
into leakage of examination questions.

28 Nigerian Enterprises Promotion (Amendment) Decree No.28 1973.
Commencement 23 June 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.35 (5 July 1973) A537-A538

By virtue of Section 1(a) of this Decree applications for exemptions can now be 
made at any time before the appointed day. that is, 31st March, 1974.

Certain other amendments concern provisions which permit the 
designation of members of the public services of the Federation and of State as 
"inspectors" of enterprises and permit exemptions to be made generally under 
Sectiion 9 of the Princi-pal Decree notwithstanding other provisions of the Decree 
relating to that subject matter.
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Trade Unions Decree No.31 1973.
Commencement 24 June 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 60 No.38 (24 July 1973) A543-A575

The Decree makes fresh provisions with respect to the formation, registration and 
organisation of trade unions, federations of trade unions and central labour or­
ganizations.

Special provisions are included prohibiting persons employed in certain 
specified establishments from joining trade unions, providing for the disqualifica­
tion of persons convicted of certain offences from serving as officials of trade 
unions, for the recognition of trade unions by employers in certain specified cir­
cumstances and for the registration without any conditions of existing central 
labour organisations.

Marketing Board (Northern States) (Amendment) Decree No.29 1973.
Commencement 1 April 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.35 (5 July 1973) A539-A540

The Decree excludes the Benue-Plateau State from the operation of the Marketing 
Board Law of the former Northern Nigeria (and makes necessary consequential 
amendments in that Law) thereby leaving the way clear for the Benue-Plateau 
State Government to establish a Marketing Board for the State.

Federal Revenue Court (Retiring Age of Judges) Decree No. 30 1973.
Commencement 9 July 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.37 (19 July 1973) A541

This Decree prescribes the retirement age for the President and Judges of the Fed­
eral Revenue Court

Chad Basin Development Authority Decree No.32 1973.
Commencement 14 August 1973.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.43 (23 Aug. 1973) A577-A582

The Decree establishes the Chad Basin Development Authority as well as the 
Chad Basin Development Advisory Committee for the purposes of the development 
and management of the projects specified In Section 2 thereof.

33. Sokoto Rima Basin Development Authority Decree No.33 1973.
Commencement 14 August 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.43 (23 Aug. 1973) A583-A588

The Decree establishes the Sokoto-Rima Basin Development Authority as well as 
the Sokoto-Rima Basin Development Advisory Committee for the purposes of the 
development and management of the projects specified in Section 2 thereof.

34 Federal Government Newspapers Corporation Decree No.34 1973.
Commencement 21 August 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.44 (30 Aug. 1973) A589-A597

The Decree establishes the Federal Government Newspapers Corporation as a 
statutory corporation with sole resppnslbllity for printing and publishing news-
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Federal Revenue Court (Amendment) Decree No.38 1973.
Commencement 13 April 1973.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 60 No. 50 (4 Oct 1973) A607

The Decree amends the Federal Revenue Court Decree 1973 No.13 Section 8(3) of 
the Federal Revenue Court Decree 1973 as amended by this Decree provides, for 
the avoidance of doubt, that Jurisdiction in respect of causes and matters vested in 
the Federal Revenue Court by the Decree may continue to be exercised by other 
courts during the transitional slx-month period only In respect of causes and mat­
ters which are part-heard.

Industrial Training Fund (Amendment) Decree No.37 1973.
Commencement 10 September 1973.
Suppl Fed. Off Gaz. 60 No.48 (20 Sept. 1973) A605-A606

The Decree makes sundry amendments to the Industrial Training Fund Decree 
1971 No.47. It also provides for a refund of part of the contributions made by an 
employer if the Council is satisfied that the training programme of the employer is 
adequate.

Administrative Staff College of Nigeria Decree No.39 1973.
Commencement 1 June 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.51 (4 Oct. 1973) A609-A615

The Decree establishes the Administrative Staff College which is empowered to 
provide, Inter alia, (a) higher management training for the development of senior 
executives for the public and private sectors of the Nigerian economy, (b) To pro­
vide and arrange for a comparable study and investigation of the principles and 
techniques of management and administration, for exchange of ideas and experi-
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papers on behalf of the Federal Military Government. The Corporation Is the suc­
cessor of the Nigerian National Press Limited which Is being dissolved.

Agricultural Research Institutes Decree No.35 1973.
Commencement 27 August 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.46 (6 Sept 1973) A599-A602

The Decree empowers the Federal Commissioner for Agriculture and Natural Re­
sources, on the advice of the Agricultural Research Council of Nigeria and the 
Nigerian Council for Science and Technology, to establish Institutes to conduct re­
search and training into the fields of agriculture, veterinary science, fisheries, 
forestry, agro-meteorology and water resources by order.

36 Trade Disputes (Emergency Provisions) (Amendment) Decree No.
36 1973.
Commencement 12 December 1969.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 60 No.46 (6 Sept 1973) A603-A604

The Decree makes slight amendments to Decree No.21 of 1968 and also amends 
Decree No.53 of 1969 to make it an offence for any person affected to refuse to 
comply with the confirmed terms of an award or determination of the Industrial 
Arbitration Tribunal.
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interim governing body of the University.
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ences and for promotion of a better understanding between persons connected 
.with management and administration in the various spheres of national life; and 
(c) to conduct research into problems of management and administration in differ­
ent spheres of national life. It also establishes a Board and sets out its functions, 
and provides for the appointment of a Director who shall be In charge of the day to 
day running of the College.

National Census (Management) Decree No.42 1973.
Commencement 21 November 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Caz. Extra. 60 No.59 (21 Nov. 1973) A627-A628

The Decree amends the National Census Decree 1973 No.26 to Increase by one 
hour per day the period during which enumeration Is to be conducted and to pro­
vide penalties for refusal of any person to present himself for enumeration or to 
have his thumb dubbed with indelible Ink after enumeration and for obliterating or 
removing such Indelible Ink. Penalties are also provided, among other things, in re­
spect of the movement or organizing the movement of persons from one place to 
another for counting during census.

43 National Census (Special Provisions) Decree No.43 1973 
Commencement 27 November 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Caz. Extra. 60 No.61 (28 Nov. 1973) A629-A630'

The Decree extends the 1973 census enumeration period to 7 O'clock in the evening 
instead of 6 O'clock In the evening and provides, among other things, for the closure 
of all offices and other places of work on specified days.

University of Nigeria (Transitional Provisions) Decree No.44 1973.
Commencement 17 December 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Caz. Extra. 60 No.64 (10 Dec. 1973) A631-A632

The Decree dissolves the existing Council of the University of Nigeria and estab­
lishes a Provisional Council as an interim governing bodv of the Univpnsitv

Federal Housing Authority Decree No.40 1973.
Commencement 1 October 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Caz. 60 No.52 (11 Oct. 1973) A617-A623

The Decree establishes the Federal Housing Authority as a statutory corporation 
and vests the Authority with responsibility for preparation of national housing 
programmes and for executing such of the programmes as may from time to time 
be approved by the Federal Military Government.

41 Income Tax Management (Amendment) Decree No.41 1973.
Commencement 2 November 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Caz. 60 No.58 (15 Nov. 1973) A625-A626

The Decree clarifies the composition of the Joint Tax Board and appoints the 
Chairman of the Federal Board of Internal and Revenue as its permanent Chair­
man.
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Export of Nigerian Produce (Special Provisions) (Amendment) Decree 
No.45 1973.
Commencement 6 December 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 60 No.65 (13 Dec. 1973) A633

The Decree amends Section 1(1) (4) of the Export of Nigerian Produce (Special 
Provisions) Decree 1968 No. 14, to Increase the tenure of office of the Chairman of 
the Nigerian Produce Marketing Company Limited to 3 years and to provide for the 
correct designation of the appropriate Commissioner.
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Diplomatic Immunities and Privileges (Amendment) Decree No. 4 1974.
Commencement 18 January 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No.5 (31 Jan. 1974) A13

Forces Acts (Amendment) Decree No.3 1974.
Commencement 1 June 1967.
Suppt Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No.5 (31 Jan. 1974) Al 1-A12

The Decree amends the Nigerian Army Act 1960 No.26 the Air Forces Act 1964 and 
the Navy Act 1964 No.l 1 so as to bring up to date punishments for Officers and 
Soldiers/Airmen/Ratlngs by incorporating in them "reduction in rank" and 
"forfeiture of seniority in rank" and making them awardable to all members of the 
Armed Forces. It also amends the Military Courts (Special Powers) Decree 1968 by 
redefining the "Head of Service concerned" thus making the Chief of Staff, Array 
Headquarters, the confirming authority after a sentence has been awarded by a 
Military Court

National Universities Commission Decree No.l 1074.
Commencement 15 January 1974.
Supp. Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No. 4 (24 Jan. 1974) Al-AB

The Decree sets .up the National Universities Commission as a body corporate 
charged with the responsibility of advising the Federal Government on all aspects 
of university education and the general development of universities in Nigeria. In 
furtherance of the discharge of its duties, the Commission would draw up periodic 
master plans touching on, amongst other things, the expansion of existing univer­
sities and the establishment of new ones. It is also to act as the central agency for 
channeling financial contributions to the universities whether emanating from the 
governments or other bodies in the federation or from foreign donors.

Supplementary Appropriation (1073-74) Decree No.2 1074.
Commencement 15 January 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No.5 (31 Jan. 1974) A9-A10

The Decree increases the amount mentioned in Section 1 of the Appropriation De­
cree 1973 No.21 by NU.671.014 and provides that the additional amount shall be 
appropriated as specified in the Schedule to the decree.

The Decree extends the application of the Diplomatic Immunities and Privileges 
Act 1962 No.42 to include the International Festival Committee of the Second 
World Black and African Festival of Arts and Culture, and for the purpose of en­
abling the Commissioner for External Affairs to make an Order, the effect of which 
will enable immunities and privileges to be granted to that Committee and its 
members and other persons connected with its objects and activities in Nigeria.

5 Co-operative Development Decree No.5 1974.
Commencement 15 February 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No.8 (21 Feb. 1974) A15-A17
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Federal Government Staff Housing Board Decree No. 1974.
Commencement 17 May 1972.
SuppL Fed Off. Gaz. 61 No.9 (28 Feb. 1974) A19-A22

Nigerian Enterprises Promotion (Amendment) Decree No.7 1974.
Commencement 23 Februaiy 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No.10 (7 March 1974) A23

The Decree amends the Schedules to the Nigerian Enterprises Promotion Decree 
1972 No.4 to transfer the haulage of petroleum products by road from Schedule 1 to 
Schedule 2 of the Decree.

The Decree prohibits any person from buying any antiquity, or selling any antiq­
uity to any person, other than the Director of Antiquities or a person or body au­
thorised in writing by him. An offence committed under this provision carries a fine 
of M2,000 or Imprisonment for a term of three years, and the antiquity connected 
with the offence shall be forfeited.

Persons In possession or control of antiquities are to register such 
antiquities when approached for the registration by accredited agents and failure 
to register when so approached may entail the seizure and forfeiture of the 
antiquities. The Director of Antiquities may for a fair price compulsorily buy any 
antiquity from any person under certain circumstances. Customs and Police 
Officers are given powers of search without warrant under certain conditions.

Price Control (Amendment) Decree No.10 1974.
Commencement 25 February 1974.
SuppL Fed Off. Gaz. 61 No.10 (7 March 1974) A21

The Decree sets up the Federal Government Housing Board to administer a hous­
ing loan scheme for Federal Public Officers. Every loan granted by the Board would 
be applied by the officer concerned either for the Improvement or acquisition of a 
residential building for the use of the officer and his family or for buying a plot of 
land for the purpose of putting up such a building.

The scheme set up under the Decree replaces the former one known as the 
African Staff Housing Scheme.
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The Decree establishes (as part of the Federal Ministry of Labour) a Division to be 
known as the Co-operative Development Division and charges the Division with 
responsibility for the matters set out In Section 2. It also establishes an Advisory 
Council whose function Is to deliberate on co-operative development and tender 
advice thereon to the Commissioner.

Robbery and Firearms (Special Provisions).
Commencement 8 August 1970.
Supp. Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No.10 (7 March 1974) A25-A26

The Decree amends the Robbery and Firearms (Special Provisions) Decree 1970 
No.47 to emphasize that the various penalties therein prescribed are mandatory.

9 Antiquities (Prohibited Transfers) Decree No.9 1974.
Commencement 23 February 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No.10 (7 March 1974) A27-A30
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Nigerian Enterprise* Promotion (Amendment) Decree No. 13 1974.
Commencement 21 March 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 61 No.13 (26 March 1974) A39-A40

States (CreationTransitional Provision) (Amendment) Decree No. 16 1972.
Commencement 27 May 1967.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 61 No.21 (30 April 1974) A45-A46

The Decree amends the Schedules to the Nigerian Enterprises Promotion Decree 
1972 No.4 to transfer "Clearing and Forwarding Agencies" from Schedule 1 to 
Schedule 2 and to Insert "Stevedoring and Shorehandling" in Section 1. It also 
makes some slight changes in the provision of the Decree relative to the definition 
of certain expressions.

Social Development Decree No. 12 1974.
Commencement 28 February 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No. 11(14 March 1974) A35-A37

The Decree establishes (as part of the Federal Ministry of Labour) a Division to be 
known as the Social Development Division and charges the Division with respon­
sibility for the matters set out in Section 2. It also establishes an Advisory Com­
mittee whose function is to deliberate on social development and tender advice 
thereon to the Commissioner.

The Decree removes the defect caused by the u§e of the word "Price Senior Con­
troller" (instead of the word "Price Senior Inspector") in the Price Control Decree 
Section 12 of 1970 No.33 and Section 7(2)(b) 1971 No.3.

Custom* Tariff (Consolidation) (Amendment) Decree No. 14 1974.
Commencement 1 April 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No. 15 (1 April 1974) A41

The Decree amends Section 3 of the Customs Tariff (Consolidation) Decree 1973 
No.6 to abolish payment of reconstruction surcharge payable on certain dutiable 
goods imported into Nigeria.

15 Excise Tariff (Consolidation) (Amendment) Decree No.15 1974.
Commencement 1 April 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No. 15 (1 Aprl 1974) A43

The Decree amends Section 1 the Excise Tariff (Consolidation) Decree 1973 No.7 to 
abolish payment of reconstruction surcharge payable on certain excise goods 
manufactured in Nigeria.

National Youth Service Corp* (Amendment) Decree No. 1974.
Commencement 28 February 1974.
SuppL Fed Off. Gaz. 61 No.l 1 (14 March 1974) A33-A34

The Decree amends the National Youth Service Corps Decree 1973 No.24 to pro­
vide, among other things, that graduates who have exceeded the prescribed age 
may volunteer for service, and that employers are to take account of Youth Corps 
Service in determining the remuneration payable to graduates.
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21 Labour Decree No.21 1974.
Commencement 6 June 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No.28 (6 June 1974) A63-A109

Appropriation Decree No.19 1974.
Commencement 1 April 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No.26 (23 May 1974) A55-A56

This Decree authorises the Accountant-General of the Federation when he re­
ceives warrants signed by the Federal Commissioner for Finance, to pay out the 
consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federation during the year ending 31st March 
1975 the sums specified by the warrants, not exceeding in the aggregate 
M3.128.405,827. The amount shall be appropriated to heads of expenditure as indi­
cated in the Schedule to this Decree.

Offences Against the Persons (Special Provisioned Decree No. 20 1974.
Commencement 16 May 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No.23 (23 May 2974) A57-A61

The Decree creates the offences of kidnapping and lynching and prescribes the 
punishment for each offence. It also makes sundry provisions for the effective 
application of the Decree.

Constitution (Suspension and Modification) Decree No.17 1974.
Commencement 19 April 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 61 No.21 (30 April 1974) A47-A51

The Decree amends the Constitution of the Federation and the Constitution of the 
States to make provision in respect of the office of Secretary to the Federal Military 
Government and Secretary to the Military Government of each State.

18 Armed Forces (Verification and Settlement of Contracts) Decree 
No.18 1974.
Commencement 11 April 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 61 No.22 (2 May 1974) A53-A54

The Decree provides for the verification of claims arising from contracts and other 
arrangements entered into or purported to have been entered into (during and after 
the civil war) for the supply of goods or the rendering of services to the armed 
forces. The Head of the Federal Military Government is empowered to direct the 
settlement of all claims which he considers to be fair and reasonable and to repu­
diate others.
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The Decree amends Section 1(5) of the'States (Creation and Transitional Provi­
sions) Decree 1967 No. 14. For the avoidance of doubt the Decree enables a Military 
Governor or Administrator of a State to modify, or as the case may require, amend 
or alter certain enactments and laws having effect in a State as laws made by the 
legislature of a former Region (not being enactments of general application 
throughout the Federation) as If they were Edicts enacted by the Military Governor 
or Administrator of a State.
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The Decree repeals and replaces the Labour Code Act 1975 Cap. 91.
(2) The Decree is divided into four parts. Part 1 contains general provisions as to 
wages, contracts and terms of employment. Part II regulates recruiting. Part III 
provides for special classes of workers such as apprentices women and young per­
sons, and also contains special provisions relating to labour health areas, regis­
tration of employers, labour schemes employment exchanges and forced labour. 
Part IV contains administrative and other supplemental provisions. In all cases 
monetaiy penalties have been increased in order to take account of inflation.
(3) The ordinary law of contract will continue to apply to contracts of employ­
ment but will be subject to the Decree.
(4) The Decree does not apply to the Armed Forces or the Police, or to administra­
tive, executive, technical or professional workers. Private domestic servants are for 
the most part excluded unless the Commissioner makes regulations in respect of 
them.
22 Counterfeit Currency (Special Provision*) Decree No.22 1974.

Commencement 1 January 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No.28 (6 June 1974) Al 11-Al 19

The Decree provides heavy penalties for currency offences. It prescribes the death 
penalty or. in some cases, imprisonment for 14 years, for any person - 1(a) who 
falsely makes or counterfeits currencies (b) who unlawfully makes or mends, or is 
in possession of materials or implements for making or counterfeiting currency; (c) 
who unlawfully Imports or exports counterfeit currency or materials or imple­
ments for making the same; (d) who unlawfully makes enquiries as to obtain or 
supply materials for making counterfeit currency; (e) who buys or sells or deals 
with counterfeit currency.
(2) It also prescribes imprisonment for up to 21 years for various offences 
connected with counterfeit currency.
(3) It provides for powers of arrest, seizure and disposal of materials for 
counterfeiting currency;
(4) It also makes provision for the setting up and membership of currency 
offences Tribunals in any State of the Federation or try offences under the Decree.
23 University of Nigeria Teaching Hospital Decree No.23 1974.

Commencement 1 April 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Coz. Extra. 61 No. 29 (7 June 1974) A121-A122

The Decree provides for the take-over of the Enugu Specialist Hospital (otherwise 
known as the University of Nigeria Teaching Hospital) by the Federal Military Gov­
ernment and for the management of the affairs of the hospital in the Interim.
24 National Youth Service Corps (Amendment) (No.2) Decree No. 24 

1974.
Commencement 22 May 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 61 No.31 (19 June 1974) A123-A124

The Decree amends the National Youth Corps Decree 1973 No.24 to prohibit the 
institution of civil proceedings in respect of any matter arising from the operation 
of the Decree.

Legal Practitioners (Amendment) Decree No.25 1974.
Commencement 24 June 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 61 No.33 (25 June 1974) A125-A127
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30 Nurses (Amendment) Decree No.30 1974.
Commencement 20 July 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No.39 (25 July 1974) A143-A144

Robbery and Firearms (Special Provisions) (Amendment) No.2 
Decree No.29 1974.
Commencement 11 July 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No.37 (11 July 1974) A139-A141

The Decree amends the Robbery and Firearms (Special Provisions) Decree 1970 
No.47, among other things:- (a) to vary the rank of officers of the Nigeria Police 
Force and of the Armed Forces who may be appointed as members of tribunals un­
der the Principal Decree, (b) to empower the Attorney General of the Federation to 
make rules as to the procedure to be adopted In prosecutions for offences under 
the Principal Decree: and (c) to confer a right of appeal to the Supreme Court 
against convictions under the Principal Decree.

Income Tax (Miscellaneous Provisions) Decree No.28 1974.
Commencement Section(3) 15 January 1970: Section 2(d) 1 April 1970;
Section 1, 2(a), (b), (e), (1) and 4 1 April 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No.37 (11 July 1974) A135-A137

The Decree makes sundry amendments to some taxation enactments and, 
amongst other things, gives effect to long standing practice of exempting other 
ranks In the Armed Forces from payment of personal income tax on personal 
emoluments.
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The Decree amends the Legal Practitioners Act 1962 No.33 to make provisions 
therein with respect to the composition and certain of the powers of the Body of 
Benchers, and to provide for the conferment of a new rank of Senior Advocate of 
Nigeria on legal practitioners of not less than ten years standing.

Customs and Excise Management (Amendment) Decree No.26 1974.
Commencement 12 January 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No.34 (27 June 1974) A129-A132

The Decree' repeals and replaces the Second Schedule to the Customs and Excise 
Management Act 1958 No.55, following Nigeria's accession In 1973 to the Brussels 
Convention on "Valuation of Goods for Customs Purposes". New provisions are now 
made in respect of the valuation of imported goods.

27 International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (Amendment) Decree 
No. 27 1974.
Commencement 17 June 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No.34 (27 June 1974) A133-A134

The Decree amends the International Institute of Tropical Agriculture Decree 1967 
No.32, among other things, to vary the composition of the members of the Board of 
Trustees of the Institute and to confer on the Institute power to borrow money for 
its purposes.
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The Decree makes minor amendments to Sections 1 and 4 of the Nurses Decree 
1970 No. 2. and Increases membership of the Nursing Council of Nigeria by the 
addition of three registered nurses.

Food and Drugs Decree No.35 1974.
Commencement 7 November 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No.55 (7 Nov. 1974) A191-A207

Weight and Measures Decree No.32 1974.
Commencement 10 October 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No. 50 (10 Oct. 1974) A147-A180

The Decree repeals the Weights and Measures Act 1962 No.40 and re-enacts that 
Act with numerous additional provisions to facilitate the change-over to the metric 
system.

The Decree abolishes the need for plans, maps and diagrams of land to bear the 
countersignature of officers by Survey Departments before any applicable Instru­
ment may be registered or tendered In evidence.

Midwives (Amendment) Decree No.31 1974.
Commencement 20 July 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No. 39 (25 July 1974) A145-A146

The Decree makes sundry amendments to the principal enactment and, amongst 
other things, transfers certain functions from the Nursing Council of Nigeria to the 
Midwives Board of Nigeria.

The Decree makes provisions for the regulation of the manufacture, sale and ad­
vertisement of food drugs, cosmetics and devices and repeals the existing State 
laws on those matters.

Constitution (Amendment) Decree No.34 1974.
Commencement 8 October 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No. 52 (23 Oct. 1974) A181-A187

The Decree replaces Chapter 11 of the Constitution (which deals with citizenship). 
The amendments reproduce the salient features of the provisions under that 
Chapter and the provision of the Nigerian Citizenship Act 1960 No.43 as amended 
by the Nigerian Citizenship Act 1961 No.9, all of which have now been repealed. (2) 
Under the new provision a person may acquire citizenship of Nigeria by birth, reg­
istration or by naturalisation, and some special provisions have been made for 
registration of women married to citizens of Nigeria. Other new provisions concern 
citizenship of minors, fresh provisions have been made in relation to the qualifi­
cations for acquisition of Nigerian citizenship by naturalisation. Persons other 
than those qualified to be citizens by birth or by registration are to be treated alike, 
should they desire to acquire citizenship of Nigeria by naturalisation.

34 Survey (Amendment) Decree No.34 1974.
Commencement 10 October 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No.53 (24 Oct. 1974) A189-A190
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Currency Conversion (Forfeiture of Proceed* of Certain Illegal 
Transaction*) Decree No.36 1974.
Commencement 28 October 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No.55 (7 Nov. 1974) A209-A210

The Decree forfeits the sum of N59.780 representing the proceeds of certain Illegal 
transactions In respect of some old Nigerian currency notes to the Federal Military 
Government.

National Provident Fund (Management Board,etc,) Decree No. 30 I97 
Commencement 21 November 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No.57 (21 Nov. 1974) A221-A229

The Decree establishes the National Provident Fund Management Board as an 
autonomous corporate body with powers to administer the National Provider! 
Fund in accordance with the provisions therein and of the provisions of the Na­
tional Provident Act 1961 No.20, and the National Provident Fund Act 1964 No. 17.

40 Supplementary Appropriation (1973-74) (No.2) Decree No.40 1974.
Commencement 25 November 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No.59 (5 Dec. 1974) A231-A232

The Decree increases the amount mentioned in Section 1 of the Appropriation De­
cree 1973 by N7.800.000 and provides the additional amount shall be 
appropriated as specified In the Schedule to the Decree.

41 Nigerian Steel Development Authority (Amendment) Decree No. 41 1974.
Commencement 25 November 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61NO.59 (5 Dec. 1974) A233-A234.

The Decree amends the Schedule to the Nigerian Steel Development Authority De- 
cree 1971 No. 19 to provide for the appointment of a Chairman of the Authority an 
to make other changes In the membership of the Authority

Legal Education (Amendment) Decree No.37 1974.
Commencement 5 June 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 61 No.55 (7 Nov. 1974) A211

The Decree Provides for the payment of fees collected from the students of the 
Nigerian Law School Into the treasury as revenue.

38 Federal Saving* Bank Decree No.38 1974.
Commencement 1 September 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 61 No.56 (14 Nov. 1974) A213

The Decree establishes the Federal Savings Bank to provide a ready means for the 
deposit of savings and so to encourage thrift.

It repeals the saving Bank Act 1958 (Cap. 188 )wlth the saving of existing
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Supplementary Appropriation (1974-75) Decree No.5 1975.
Commencements! January 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.7 (13 Feb. 1975) A17-A18

The Decree Increases the amount mentioned in Section 1 of the Appropriation De­
cree 1974 by Ml 19,127,800 and provides that the additional amount shall be ap­
propriated as specified in the Schedule to the Decree.

Forces Acts (Amendment) Decree No.l 1975.
Commencement 9 January 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.3 (16 Jan. 1975) Al-A3

The Decree provides for the reconstitution of the Army Council, the Navy Board 
and the Air Council.

Matrimonial Causes (Amendment) Decree No.2 1975.
Commencement 5 January 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.3 (16 Jan. 1975) A5

The Decree amends Subsection (4) of Section 112 of the matrimonial causes De­
cree 1970 No. 18. It clarifies the situation regarding which rules of court are to ap­
ply in divorce and matrimonial proceedings.

National Council for Arts and Culture Decree No.3 1975.
Commencement 23 January 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.4 (23 Jan. 1975) A7-A13

The Decree establishes a National Council for Arts and Culture and vests it with 
the function, among other things, of assisting the planning, co-ordination and en­
couragement of arts and cultural activities In the country and in the promotion, 
revival and development of Nigerian culture.

Bight of Bonny Decree No.4 1975.
Commencement 17 January 1975.'
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.4 (23 Jan. 1975) A15

Constitution (Financial Provision etc.) Decree No.6 1975.
Commencement 1 April 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.7 (13 Feb. 1975) A1975) A19-A21

The Decree amends the Constitution of the Federation 1963 No.20 to modify in 
certain respects the current principle of revenue allocation and to provide an In­
crease In the revenue to be credited by the Federation to the Distributable Pool Ac­
count.

The Decree changed the name of the bight on the South-Eastern coast of Nigeria 
known as the Bight of Blafra to henceforth and for all purposes be known as the 
Bight of Bonny.
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Income Tax Management (Uniform Taxation Provision etc.) Decree
No. 7 1975.
Commencement 1 April 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 62 No.9 (24 Feb. 1975) A23-A29

The Decree amends the Income Tax Management Act 2 1961 No.21 and the Armed 
Forces and other Persons (Special Provisions) Decree 1972 No.51 to provide for 
uniformity In the taxation of the income of Individuals throughout the country. 
Uniform Income rates are also prescribed but State Governments are empowered 
to retain any existing capitation, community development education, poll or other 
general tax or levy, and to vary them.

8 National Electric Power Authority (Amendment) Decree No.8 1975.
Commencement 10 February 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.10 (27 Feb. 1975) A31

The Decree amends the National Electric Power Authority Decree 1972 No.24. to 
provide for the appointment of a chairman of the Board of the Authority, who need 
not be a public officer. The Permanent Secretary, Federal Ministry of Mines and 
Power remains a member of the Board.

Petroleum Equalisation Fund (Management Board etc.) Decree No.9 
1975.
Commencement 15 October 1973.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No. 10 (27 Feb. 1975) A33-A37

The Decree establishes the Petroleum Equalisation Fund which Is to be applied for 
the reimbursement of oil marketing companies for any losses suffered by them 
arising from the sale of petroleum products at uniform prices throughout the coun­
try. The fund Is to be managed by a Management Board also established by the De­
cree.

Statutory Corporations Service Commission (Amendment) Decree
No. 10 1975.
Commencement 17 February 1975.
SuppL Fed. OJff. Gaz. 62 No. 10 (27 Feb. 1975) A39-A40

The Decree amends the Statutory Corporations Service Commission Decree 1968 
No.53. The Decree relieves the affected Statutory Corporations of the financial re­
sponsibility for the running of the Statutory Corporations Service Commission 
and makes It a direct responsibility of the Federal Government

11 Corporations Standing Tenders Board (Amendment) Decree No. 11 
1975.
Commencement 17 February 1975.
SuppL Fed. OJff. Gaz. 62 No. 10 (27 Feb. 1975) A41-A42

The Decree amends the Corporations Standing Tenders Board 1968 No.54, and re­
lieves the affected Statutory Corporations of the financial responsibility for the 
running of the Corporations Standing Tenders Board and makes it a direct re­
sponsibility of the Federal Government.
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Requisition and Other Power* (Amendment) Decree No.12 1075.
Commencement 3 March 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No. 11 (6 March 1975) A43-A45

The Decree amends the Requisition and Other Powers Decree 1967 No.39, by dilut­
ing the power of the Chief Federal Lands Officer for the purpose of allowing for 
quicker settlement of the compensation due under the Decree.

Military Pension* (Amendment) Decree No. 13 1975.
Commencement 12 March 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.13 (13 March 1975) A47-A48

The Decree amends the Military Pension Act (as amended by the Military Pensions 
(Amendment) Decree 1972 (No.18). The Decree, among other things, makes it pos­
sible for pensions to be paid to ex-servicemen who were re-engaged during the 
Civil War and (in accordance with what already obtains for civilians) stipulates 
that the minimum pension payable to servicemen shall be M120 per annum.

14 Electricity (Amendment) Decree No. 14 1975.
Commencement 13 March 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No. 15 (27 March 1975) A49

The Decree amends Section 2 of the Electricity Act 1958 (Cap. 57). It extends the 
application of the Electricity Act to State Governments and their agencies.

15 Legal Practitioner* Decree No. 15 1975.
Commencement 16 May 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.24 (22 May 1975) A52-A69

The Decree re-enacts the Legal Practitioners Act 1962 No. 33 as amended up to 
date.

Nigerian Pilgrim* Board Decree No. 16 1975.
Commencement 10 September 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.24 (22 May 1975) A71-A79

The Decree establishes the Nigerian Pilgrim Board to look after the welfare of 
Nigerian pilgrims who undertake the el-Hajj or el-Umra (that is to say the Pilgrim­
age or the Lesser Pilgrimage), and the Board is to be the sole authority to arrange 
transport and accommodation for the pilgrims. The Board may on application 
register pilgrims travel agencies which may, under certain circumstances, accept 
the cost of return fare of any pilgrimage as fixed by the Board. Any agency which 
contravenes the provisions of the Decree shall be guilty of an offence and liable on 
conviction to a fine of not less than Ml.000 or imprisonment for not less than 2 
years. It Is an offence carrying a fine of not less than Ml 00 or Imprisonment for not 
less than one month for any applicant for a pilgrims travel agency licence to make 
any false statement in his application.

17 Appropriation Decree No.17 1975.
Commencement 1 April 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.24 (22 May 1975) A81-A83
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Ahmadu Bello University (Transitional Provisions) Decree No. 22 1975. 
Commencement 27 August 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.42 (28 Aug. 1975) A97-A98

The Decree dissolves the Council of the Ahmadu Bello University Law (Cap. 4) of 
Northern Nigeria, and effects a take-over of the Ahmadu Bello University by the 
Federal Military Government, and establishes a Provisional Council as an Interim 
governing body of the University.

University of Ife (Transitional Provisions) Decree No.23 1975.
Commencement 27 August 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.42 (28 Aug 1975) A99-A110.
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The Decree provides for the issue and appropriation of specified sums for the ser­
vices of the Federation for the financial year ending 31st March 1976 and for the 
avoidance of doubt, provides for the definition of the expression "billion" when used 
in any enactment to mean one thousand million.

18 Banking (Amendment) Decree No.18 1975.
Commencement 16 May 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.24 (22 May 1975) A85-A86

The Decree amends the Banking Decree 1969 No.l to empower the Head of the 
Federal Military Government to proscribe any trade union the members of which 
are employed in a licensed bank and which is engaged in acts calculated to disrupt 
the economy of the country.

19 Interim Common Service Agency (Amendment) Decree No. 19 1975.
Commencement 24 June 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No. 29 (26 June 1975) A87

The Decree makes provision for the continuation of the Interim Common Services 
Agency Decree 1968 to cover the period from 1st April 1974 and appoints 31st 
March 1976 as the new date for the expiry of that Decree.

20 University of Benin (Transitional Provisions) Decree No.20 1975.
Commencement 19 August 1975,
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62NO.41 (21 Aug. 1975) A89-A91

The Decree dissolves both the existing Council of the University of Benin as con­
stituted pursuant to Section 10(3) of the University of Benin Edict, 1975 No.3 Mid­
Western State of Nigeria, and the existing Management Board of the Teaching 
Hospitals of that University, and establishes a Provisional Council as the overall 
governing body for the university and the University Teaching Hospital, Warrl, as a 
follow-up to their recent take-over by the Federal Government.

21 Traffic Warden Service Decree No.21 1975.
Commencement 20 March 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 62 No.41 (21 Aug. 1975) A93-A96

The Decree establishes the Traffic Warden Service as part of the Nigeria Police 
Force under the operational control of the Inspector-General to assist in the work 
of the traffic division of the Nigeria Police Force.
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The Decree dissolves the Council of the University of Ife as established by Section 
15(1) of the University of Ife Edict 1970 No. 14, and effects a take-over of the Uni­
versity of Ife by the Federal Military Government, and establishes a Provisional 
Council as an Interim governing body of the University. The existing members of 
the Council of the University are to be the first members of the new Provisional 
Council of the University.

Estate Surveyors and Valuers (Registration, etc.) Decree No.24 1975.
Commencement 29 August 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.46 (11 Sept. 1975) A101-A117

The Decree establishes the Estate Surveyors and Valuers Registration Board of 
Nigeria as a body corporate and empowers the Board, inter alia, to determine per­
sons, who are to become Estate Surveyors and Valuers and what standards of 
knowledge, and skill are to be attained by such persons.

The Decree lays down the disciplinary powers of the Board and provides for 
penalties in respect of offences committed under the Decree.

25 Chad Basin Development Authority (Amendment) Decree No.25 1975.
Commencement 19 August 1975.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.46 (11 Sept. 1975) Al 19

The Decree amends the Chad Development Authority Decree 1973 No. 32. and 
redefines the functions and enlarges the powers of the Chad Basin Development 
Authority. It also provides a new description for the term "Chad Basin".

26 Sokoto Rima Basin Development Authority (Amendment) 
No. 26 1975.

Commencement 29 Aug. 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.46 (11 Sept 1975) A121-A122.

The Decree amends the Sokoto-Rima Basin Development Authority Decree 1973 
No.33, and redefines the functions and enlarges the powers of the Sokoto-Rioma 
Basin Development Authority.

27 University of Lagos (Amendment) Decree No.27 1975.
Commencement 29 August 1975.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.46 (11 Sept. 1975) A123-A125

The Decree amends the University of Lagos Decree 1967 No.3 by dissolving the 
College of Education. Accordingly, consequential and transitional provisions are 
made in the areas of staff, property and other connected matters.

28 Engineers (Registration etc.) (Amendment) Decree No. 28 1975.
Commencement 30 August 1975.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.46 (11 Sept. 1975) A127

The Decree amends the Engineers (Registration, etc. (Decree 1970 No.55, to provide 
•o^'der representation of the universities on the Council of Registered Engineers
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Forfeiture of Assets (Messrs Davis of America etc.) DecreeNo.29 1975.
Commencement 29 September 1975.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.50 (9 Oct .1975) A129-A131

The Decree provides for the dissolution of three companies which Mr. Solomon 
Nagaty or Messrs Davis of America had interest, and vests all properties involved 
in the Federal Military Government A machinery is provided for the recovery of the 
relevant properties and suitable penalties are prescribed for failure to deliver up 
properties to the Secretary to the Federal Military Government

Criminal Justice (Miscellaneous Provisions) Decree No.30 1975.
Commencement 16 October 1975.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.51 (16 Oct 1975) A133-A136

The Decree Introduces stiffer penalties for damage to telecommunication works, 
electricity transmission lines and oil pipelines and enables armed patrols to ar­
rest any person committing an offence under Its provision.

31 Public Complaint Commission Decree No.31 1975.
Commencement 16 October 1975.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz.62 No.51 (16 Oct 1975) A137-A141

The Decree set up a Public Complaints Commission consisting of a Chief Com­
missioner and other Commissioners who shall be appointed by and be responsi­
ble to the Supreme Military Council.

The Commission has wide powers to Inquire Into complaints lodged before It 
by members of the public concerning any administrative action taken by any 
Ministry or Department of the Federal or any State Government, Statutory 
Corporations, Local Government Authorities and other public institutions and of 
companies whether In the public or private sector and of any official of any of the 
aforementioned bodies.

Removed from the purview of the Commission are, among other things, 
matters pending before the Supreme Military Council, the National Council of 
States and the Federal Executive Council or before any court of law. Also 
Investigations cannot be made by the Commission In respect of anything done 
before 29th July 1975.

32 Constitution (Basic Provisions) Decree No.32 1975.
Commencement 29 July 1975.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.52 (23 Oct. 1975) A143-A155

The Decree sets out the Constitutional framework relative to the government of the 
Federation. Provisions are made with respect to the legislative, executive and other 
powers of the Federal Ministry Government and with respect to the composition 
and functions of the principal organs of the Federal Military Government.

The unsuspended provisions of the Constitution of the Federation are 
continued In operation but these are to have effect subject to the provisions of the 
Decree.

Transitional and other provisions are made, among other things with 
respect to the modification of existing law (within the meaning of the Decree) the 
vesting of public property and a number of ancillary matters.
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35

36

37

Federal Revenue Court (Amendment) Decree No.36 1975.
Commencement 29 October 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Coz. 62 No.56 (13 Nov. 1975) A165-A166

Counterfeit Currency (Special Provisions) (Amendment) Decree No. 
37 1975.
Commencement 18 November 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.57 (20 Nov. 1975) A167

The Decree amends the Federal Revenue Court Decree 1973 No. 13, to confer power 
with respect to the transfer of causes or matters from the Magistrates Courts and 
the High Court of a State to the Federal Revenue Court and to provide for reference 
to the Supreme Court in case of disagreement as to the proper court having Juris­
diction in respect of any particular transferred cause or matter. Saving provisions 
are also made with respect to certain causes or matters transferred to the Federal 
Revenue Court administratively.

Nigerian Council for Science and Technology (Amendment) Decree
No. 33 1975.
Commencement 17 October 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.52 (23 Oct. 1975) Al 57

The Decree amended the Nigerian Council for Science and
1970 No.6. The quorum of the Council shall be fifteen consisting of not less than 
four ex-ojjicto members, four members representing the States and three members 
representing fields of scientific knowledge; and the quorum of any commi 
Council shall be determined by the Council.

34 Indian Hemp (Amendment) Decree No.34 1975.
Commencement 24 October 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.53 (30 Oct. 1975) A159-A160

The Decree amends the Indian Hemp Decree 1966 No. 19, to Introduce less.severe 
penalties for the various offences created by that Decree. The penalty impo 
respect of the cultivation, sale, importation and exportation of Indian Hemp 
to be Imprisoned for a term not exceeding ten years and the penalty in respe 
smoking or possession of Indian hemp Is a fine not exceeding N200 or Imprison­
ment for not less than six months or both such fine and Imprisonment.

Petroleum Production and Distribution (Anti-Sabotage) Decree No.35 
1975.
Commencement 7 November 1975
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 62 No.55 (10 Nov. 1975) A161-A164

The Decree creates the offences of sabotage In respect of wilful acts calculated to 
disrupt or Interfere with the distribution of petroleum products in any part of the 
country. Offenders are to be tried by Military Tribunals to be constituted by the 
Head of the Federal Military Government. Persons found guilty of the offence ot 
sabotage are to be sentenced to death or to imprisonment for up to twenty-one 
years.
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Corrupt Practice* Deere* No.38 1976.
Commencement 22 November 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.59 (2 Dec. 1975) A169-A180

The Decree, designed for the suppression of corrupt practices in both the public 
and private sectors, provides stiff penalties for any person found guilty of bribery 
and corruption but makes exception for bona fide customary gifts.

It sets up an autonomous government department to be known as the 
Corrupt Practices Investigation Bureau, which will be headed by a Director as the 
body responsible for investigating all allegations of corruption after which reports 
would be submitted to the Director of Public Prosecutions who will be responsible 
for prosecuting cases.

Such cases would be tried by special ad hoc tribunals comprising a Judge of 
the High Court and two other members, one of whom shall be drawn from the 
armed forces. Persons convicted by any such tribunal have a right of appeal to the 
Supreme Court.

Banking (Special Provisions) (Amendment) Decree No.39 1975.
Commencement 3 December 1975.
SUppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.61 (11 Dec. 1975) A181

The Decree amends the Banking (Special Provisions) Decree 1966 No.5. to restore 
the power of the Head of the Federal Military Government to direct persons other 
than the Governor of the Central Bank to cause to be issued orders requiring a 
bank to prepare a record of transactions in the account of any named person in
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The Decree substitutes life imprisonment for the death penalty whenever the latter 
punishment is prescribed in the Counterfeit Currency (Special Previsions) Decree 
1974.

Port* (Emergency Provisions) Decree No.40 1976.
Commencement 19 December 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No. 63 (22 Dec. 1975) A183-A185

As an important measure towards ports decongestion, the Decree makes it obliga­
tory for the owner or agent of the owner of every ship Intending to enter into any 
port in Nigeria to supply certain information concerning that ship and its move­
ments to the Nigerian Ports Authority at least two months before the departure of 
the ship for Nigerian ports. The Authority may after receipt of the required infor­
mation issue an entry notice to the ship concerned.

If the master of a ship contravenes the provisions of the Decree he shall be 
liable to imprisonment for two years without the option of a fine.

41 Customs and Excise Management (Special Provisions) Decree No. 41 
1976..
Commencement 28 August 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 62 No.64 (25 Dec. 1975) A187-A188

The Decree implements the organisational changes made in the management of 
the Department of Customs and Excise following the abolition of the offices of
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42

Chairman and the Deputy Chairman and the appointment of a Director of Customs 
and Excise to have effective control of that Department

Pensions (Increase) Decree No.42 1075.
Commencement 1 April 1974.
SuppL Fted. Off. Gaz. Extra. 62 No.65 (31 Dec. 1975) A189-A191

The Decree effects various rates of increments in pensions for Government°®cere 
already in retirement before the effective date of Implementation of the U J 
11c Service Review Commission recommendation relating to pensions.

The minimum pension now payable Is N360 per annum.



p

Decrees 1976
i

2

3

4

5

6

118

Yaba College of Technology (Amendment) Decree No.l 1976.
Commencement 8 January 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.4 (22 Jan. 1976) Al

The Decree amends the Yaba College of Technology Decree 1969 to increase from 
one year to three years the terms of office of members representing the various 
States of the Federation.

Military Pensions (Disability Provisions) Decree No.2 1976.
Commencement 1 September 1975.
SuppL Fed. OJf. Gaz. 63 No.5 (29 Jan. 1976) A3-A8

The Decree makes fresh provisions for the payment of disability pensions and gra­
tuities to servicemen suffering from total or lesser degree of disablement due to 
war service and repeals certain provisions relating to the same subject matter In 
the Pensions and Gratuities (War Service) Decree 1969 No.49.

Public Service Commission (Disciplinary Proceedings) (Special 
Provisions) Decree No.3 1976.
Commencement 29 July 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.5 (29 Jan. 1976) A9-A10

The Decree enables the Public Service Commission of the Federation to take dis­
ciplinary proceedings against any public officer Irrespective of the institution or 
contemplation of criminal proceedings against him in any court on substantially 
the same grounds as that on which he is to be disciplined.

Constitution (Amendment) Decree No.4 1976.
Commencement 1 April 1974.
SuppL Fed. OJf. Gaz. 63 No.5 (29 Jan. 1976) Al 1-A12

The Decree amends the relevant provisions of the Constitution of the Federation to 
reflect the Increases in membership of the Public Service Commission of the Fea- 
eratlon and to limit the period of service of any member of the commission to a 
maximum of ten years.

Supplementary Appropriation (1975-76) Decree No.5 1976.
Commencement 17 January 1976.
SuppL Fed. OJf. Gaz. 63 No.5 (29 Jan. 1976) A13-A14

The Decree increases the amount mentioned In Section 1 of the Appropriation De­
cree 1975 by N318.241.351 and provides that the additional amount shall be ap­
propriated as specified in the Schedule to the Decree.

Federal Capital Territory Decree No.6 1976.
Commencement 4 February 1976.
SuppL Fed. OJf. Gaz. Extra. 63 No.7 (5 Feb. 1976) A15-A20
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10 Public Officers (Special Provision) Decree No.10 1976.
Commencement 29 July 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gm. 63 No. 11 (26 Feb. 1976) A49-A51

The Decree establishes for Nigeria a Federal Capital Territory comprising the area 
described in the Schedule to fire Decree and provides for the constitution of a Fed­
eral Capital Development Authority which is to exercise the various powers set out 
in the Decree among which are the choice of the site of the location of the Capital 
City within the Capital Territory and the preparation of a master-plan for the capi­
tal city and of land use with respect to town and country planning within the rest of 
the Federal Capital Territory.

Trade Disputes Decree No.7 1976.
Commencement 1 January 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gm. 63 No.9 (19 Feb. 1976) A23-A42

The Decree makes fresh provisions with respect to the settlement of trade disputes 
and repeals the Trade Disputes (Emergency Provisions) Decree 1968 and the Trade 
Dispute (Emergency Provisions) (Amendment No.2) Decree 1969.

Under the Decree where a trade dispute arises between employers and 
workers effort must first be made to resolve it in a meeting. If there is failure to 
reach an agreement the matter should be reported to the Commissioner of Labour 
who. in certain specified cases may appoint a conciliator. The conciliator is to 
endeavour by negotiation to seek to bring about a settlement. If conciliation fails 
the Commissioner is empowered to refer the matter to arbitration and ultimately, 
to a National Industrial Court established under the Decree. It is an offence under 
the Decree for any party to a dispute to take part in a strike or a lock-out whilst any 
of the steps enumerated above remains to be taken.

Treason and Other Offences (Special Military Tribunal) Decree No. 8 
1976.
Commencement 23 February 1976:
Suppl Fed. Off. Gm. 63 No. 10 (25 Feb. 1976) A43-A45

The Decree empowers the Supreme Military Council to constitute a special mili­
tary tribunal for the trial of any person, whether or not a member of the armed 
forces who in connection with the recent rebellion against the Federal Military 
Government committed the offence of treason, murder or any offence under any 
law in Nigeria. The Special Military Tribunal is empowered to award the 
appropriate penalties prescribed by law and any conviction by the tribunal is 
subject to confirmation by the Supreme Military Council.

National Library Board (Amendment) Decree No.9 1976.
Commencement 23 February 1976.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gm. 63 No. 11 (26 Feb. 1976) A47

The Decree amends the National Library Board Decree 1970 No.29 to provide for 
the enlargement of the membership of the Board by two. by the addition of a mem­
ber of the Armed Forces and a member representing the Federal Ministry of Infor­
mation.
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into any matter with which any public officer has been concerned and app y* & 
provisions of the Investigation of Assets Decree 1968 respecting the conduct oi 
vestlgatlons and the recovery of public property unlawfully acquired. Th Jg 
tlon of proceeding in any court on account of anytnlng done under tne ue 
specifically excluded.
11 Public Officers Protection Against False Accusation Decree No. Ill073,

Commencement 29 July 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Goz. 63 No.13 (11 March 1976JA53-A54

The Decree makes It an offence for anyone to propagate, by any means, aIjy 
allegation of corruption In relation to any public officers as defined In tne u • 
Persons convicted of an offence under the Decree are liable to Imprisonmen 
term not exceeding two years without the option of a fine.

12 States (Creation and Transitional Provision) Decree No.12 1976.
Commencement 3 February 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Goz. 63 No. 14 (17 March 1976) A55-A58

The Decree creates for Nigeria nineteen States and specifies the area to be com 
prised In the States and the location of their respective capitals. It provides r 
establishment of a State Boundaries Adjustment Commission which Is to have ' 
sponslblllty for adjusting, where necessary the boundaries of the State. Iran 
tlonal provisions are made with respect to the administration of the States.

13 Legal Education (Consolidation etc.) Decree No.13 1976.
Commencement 8 March 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Goz. 63 No. 15 (18 March 1967) A59-A62

The Decree re-enacts the Legal Education Act 1962 No.12 as amended up todate 
and Introduces new provisions relative to the composition of the Council o 
Education and the appointment of the Director of the Nigerian Law School.

14 Industrial Training Fund (Amendment) Decree No.14 1976. 
Commencement: Paragraphs (e) and (i) of Section 1 of this Decree 
commenced on 1 April 1975; and the other making of this Decree. 
SuppL Fted. Off. Gaz. 63 No.15 (18 March 1976) A63-A65

The Decree amends the Industrial Training Fund Decree 1971 No.47 to change the 
designation of the administrative head of the Fund from "Secretaiy’"to Director to 
invest the Fund with corporate personality with perpetual succession and a com 
mon seal, to empower the Fund to acquire, hold and manage movable and immov 
able property and to enter into contracts.

The Decree further provides for the Director to be appointed by the Federm 
Commissioner for Industries with the prior approval of the Federal Execuu 
Council and. with effect from 1st April 1975. for a reduction of the rate of annum 
contribution to the Fund from two to one per centum of the annual pay-roll oi ui 
employer.
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15.

18

19

20 Nigerian Standard* Organisation (Amendment) Decree No.20 1976.
Commencement 7 May 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off; Gaz. 63 No.27 (20 May 1976) A87-A88

New* Agency of Nigeria Decree No.19 1976.
Commencement 10 May 1976.
SuppL FeJ. Off. Gaz. 63 No.25 (13 May 1976) A77-A85

The Decree establishes the News Agency of Nigeria and charges it, among other 
things, with responsibility for obtaining news from all sources, both within and 
outside Nigeria, and supplying at a fee the news obtained to the Agency’s sub­
scribers. The affairs of the Agency are to be managed by a Board of Directors the 
composition of which Is set out In the Decree.

Forfeiture of Property (8 Okotie-Eboh Street, South-West Ikoyi) 
Decree No.18 1976.
Commencement 29 September 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.25 (13 May 1976) A75-A76

The Decree provides for the forfeiture of the property known as No.8 Okotie-Eboh 
Street, South-West Ikoyi and for punishment against any person adjudged guilty of 
an offence under the Decree.

Finance (Miscellaneous Taxation Provisions) Decree No.15 1976.
Commencement 1 April 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 63 No.16 (25 March 1976) A67-A70

The Decree makes provision for relief from the tax of an amount not exceeding 
N6.000 from the total profit of any company liable to tax under the Companies In­
come Tax Act 1961 No.22, revives the pre-1972-73 position of provisions relating 
to the taxation of dividends; amends the rate of Initial and annual allowance 
relating to qualifying building expenditure; and makes the Capital Gains Tax 
Decree No.44 1967 applicable throughout the Federation not only to companies 
but also to all those persons liable to tax under the Income Tax (Armed Forces and 
Other Persons) (Special Provisions) Decree 1972 No.51.

16 Nigerian Security Organisation Decree No.16 1976.
Commencement 24 March 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 63 No.16 (25 March 1976) A71-A72

The Decree establishes the Nigerian Security Organisation and specifies Its gen­
eral duties to Include the prevention and detection of any crime against the Na­
tion's Security, the protection and preservation of all classified matter concerning 
or relating to the security of Nigeria.

17 Forces Act* (Amendment) Decree No.17 1976.
Commencement 9 April 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 63 No.21 (22 April 1976) A73-A74

The Decree provides for the reconstitution of the Army Council, the Navy Board 
and the Air Council.
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The Decree empowers the Commissioner to declare by order published in the 
Gazette, any standard established under the Principal Decree to be a mandatory 
industrial standard, and makes It an offence for any manufacturers to fail to com­
ply with any of the requirements of such a standard.

Student* Loan* (Miscellaneous Provisions) Decree No.21
Commencement 7 May 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.27 (20 May 1976) A89-90

The Decree extends to the Students Loan Board all the powers of the Commis­
sioner under the Loans to Students (Recovery) Decree 1972 No.21 and to the stu­
dents In universities and Institutions of higher learning outside Nigeria the bene­
fits of the Higher Education Revolving Loan Scheme established under the Stu­
dents Loans Board Decree 1972.

Oaths (Amendment) Decree No.22 1976.
Commencement 7 May 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.27 (20 May 1976) A91-A93

The Decree amends the Oaths Act 1963 No.23 to effect a change in the word g 
the oaths to be taken by the various categories of officers affected.

23 Trade Dispute* (Essential Services) Decree No.23 1976.
Commencement 21 May 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.27 (20 May 1976) A95-A98

The Decree empowers the Head of the Federal Military Gover?rn^5lt|rJ°fv essen- 
any trade union or association the members of which are empj°F n0as,ed m acts 
tial service if he is satisfied that the union or association has e g of any 
calculated to cause Industrial unrest or to disrupt the smo , or ^in­
essential service. Power is conferred to order the detention of a Y or_

24 Forfeiture of Assets (Voteniski Nigeria Limited) Decree No.24 1976.
Commencement 28 August 1975. -
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.33 (24 June 1976) A99-A1OU

“P P'°P""'S “ 
the designated officer.

River Basin Development Authority Decree No.25 1976
Commencement 15June 1976. aina
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.33 (24 June 1976) A101-Aiu»

The Decree establishes 10 statutory corporations, that is

(a)
(b)
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Decree

29

30

(c)
(d)
(e) 
(0
(g)
(h) 
(1) 
0)

The Chad Basin Development Authority;
The Upper Benue River Basin Development Authority;
The Lower Benue River Basin Development Authority;
The Cross River Basin Development Authority;
The Anambra-Imo River Basin Development Authority;
The Niger River Basin Development Authority;
The Ogun-Oshun Rivers Basin Development Authority;
The Benin River Basin Development Authority.

Each Authority is vested with powers to develop and manage within its area the 
projects specified in Section 2 of the Decree.

26 Nigerian Export Promotion Council Decree No.26 1976.
Commencement 24 June 1976.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.35 (8 July 1976) Al 11-Al 15

The Decree establishes the Nigerian Export Promotion Council to advise the Fed­
eral Government on the policies to be pursued and measures to be taken generally 
to advance the course of the export trade of Nigeria. The Decree also makes sundry 
provisions for the effective implementation of the functions of the council.

27 Nigerian Enterprise! Promotion (Amendment) Decree No.27 1976.
Commencement 29 June 1976.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.35 (8 July 1976) Al 17-Al 19

The Decree amends the Nigerian Enterprises Promotion Decree 1972 No.27, to 
provide for the reconstitution of the Nigerian Enterprises Promotion Board and to 
enlarge the powers of the Board to include power to seal up business premises of 
enterprises being carried on other than in compliance with the Decree.

28 Co-operative and Social Development (Transfer of Functions) 
No.28 1976.
Commencement 1 July 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.35 (8 July 1976) A121-A122

The Decree makes consequential amendments to the Co-operative Development 
Decree 1974 No.5, and the Social Development Decree 1974 No. 12 following the 
transfer of the Co-operative Development Division and the Social Development 
Division from the Federal Ministry of Labour respectively to the newly created Fed­
eral Ministries of Co-operatives and Supply and of Social Development. Youth and 
Sports.

Legal Practitioners (Amendment) Decree No.29 1976.
Commencement 30 June 1976.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.35 (8 July 1976) A123

The Decree amends the Legal Practitioners Decree 1975 No. 15, principally to en­
large the composition of membership of the Body of Benchers by the inclusion of 
all the Justices of the Supreme Court on that body.

University of Lagos (Amendment) Decree No.30 1976.
Commencement 15 March 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.36 (15 July 1976) A125
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The Decree amends Subsections (2) and {3) of Section 16 of the University of Lagos 
Decree 1976 No.3; the Decree restores the grounds for the removal from office of 
certain members and officers of the University of Lagos.

31 University of Ibadan (Amendment) Decree No.31 1876.
Commencement 15 March 1972.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.36 (15 July 1976) A127

The Decree amends Subsections (2) and (3) of Section 9 of the University of Ibadan 
Act 1962 No.37; the Decree restores the grounds for the removal from office of cer­
tain members and officers of the University of Ibadan.

32 Local Loans (Registered Stock and Securities) (Amendment) Decree 
No.32 1976.
Commencement 1 November 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.36 (15 July 1976) A129

For references in Sections (15)2, 19(1), 36; 42(1), 42(4) and 43 of the Local Loans 
(Registered Stock and Securities) (Amendment) Act 1959 No.8, and Section 7 of the 
Finance Decree 1969 No.32, to the Chief of Banking Operations of the Central 
Bank there shall be substituted the words "Chief Accountant of the Central Bank"*

33 Public Land Acquisition (Miscellaneous Provisions) Decree Na 33 1H7B.
Commencement 1 July 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.39 (29 July 1976) A131-A143

The Decree provides a new basis for the assessment of compensation In respect of 
lands compulsorily acquired for the public purposes of the Federation or of a State. 
Compensation payable by the Government is to be determined in accordance with 
the principles set out in Section 4 of the Decree and the maximum compensation 
payable is to be the amount specified in Schedule 1 In respect of the zone in which 
the land is situated.

The Decree also re-enacts with amendments provisions relating to the 
computation of compensation payable under the State Lands Compensation 
Decree 1968 No.38. and also amends the existing State Land Act.

Disputes as to the amount of compensation playable are referrable to lands 
tribunals established under Part IV of the Decree which also sets out the powers; 
practice and procedure of the tribunals.

34 . Supplementary Appropriation (1975-76) (No.2) Decree No.34 1976.
Commencement 23 July 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.40 (5 Aug. 1976) A145-A146

The Decree further Increases the amount mentioned In Section 1 of the Appro­
priation Decree 1976 by N14.953.850 and approves that the additional amount 
shall be appropriated as specified in the Schedule to the Decree.

35 National Provident Fund (Amendment) Decree No.35 1976.
Commencement: Sections 1 and 2, 29 March 1975; Section 3, 29 July 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.40 (5 Aug. 1976) A147-A149
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36

37

39

40 Robbery and Firearms (Special Provisions) (Amendment) 
(Application to South-Eastern State) Decree No.40 1976. 
Commencement 3 August 1976.
SuppL Fed Off. Gaz. 63 No.41 (12 Aug. 1976) A163

International Festival Committee of the Second World Black and 
African Festival of Arts and Culture Decree No.39 1976.
Commencement 3 August 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.41 (12 Aug. 1976) A161-A162

The Decree charges the International Committee of the Second World Black and 
African Festival of Arts and Culture with the sole responsibility for making ar­
rangements for the manufacture, printing, publication and sale of any souvenirs 
connected with the Festival.

Central Bank of Nigeria (Amendment) Decree No.38 1976.
Commencement 1 April 1975.
SuppL Fed Off. Gaz. 63 No.41 (12 Aug. 1976) A159

The Decree amends the Central Bank of Nigeria Act by providing that the Board of 
Governors of the Central Bank shall refer any contract relating to any project of a 
value of not less than one million naira (instead of fifty thousand pounds as was 
previously provided) to the Federal Executive Council for approval before any 
award of such contract is made.

Niger Delta Basin Development Authority Decree No.37 1976.
Commencement 3 August 1976.
SuppL Fed Off. Gaz. 63 No.41 (12 Aug. 1976) Al 53-Al 57

The Decree establishes a Niger Delta Basin Development Authority, and charges it 
with responsibility for the physical development of the Niger Delta Basin.

38

Appropriation Decree No.36 1976.
Commencement 1 April 1976.
SuppL Fed Off. Gaz. 63 No.41 (12 Aug. 1976) A151-A152

This Decree authorised the Accountant-General of the Federation, when he re­
ceives warrants signed by the Federal Commissioner for Finance, to pay out the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federation during the year ending 31st March 
1977 the sum specified by the warrants, not exceeding in the aggregate 
N5,088,150,047, The amount shall be appropriated to heads of expenditure as Indi­
cated in the Schedule to this Decree.

The Decree amends the National Provident Fund Aet 1964 No.17, and the National 
Provident Fund (Management Board, etc.). Decree 1974 No.39, to give full powers of 
management to the Board and to abolish the investment committee and its sub­
committee which before this Decree had been solely responsible for the control of 
the investment of the Fund.

The Decree also amends the National Provident Fund Act 1961 No.20 to 
waive the limitation of age imposed by Section 21 in respect of officers affected by 
the recent 'clean up' exercise in the Public Services of the Federation and the 
States.
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Federal Court of Appeal Decree No.43 1976.
Commencement 1 October 1976
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.42 (19 Aug. 1976) Al 79-Al 87

The Decree provides for the composition and procedure of the Federal Court of 
Appeal established under the Constitution of the Federation (as amended). Provi­
sions are made with respect to the remuneration and tenure of office of the Jus­
tices of the Court and with respect to other ancillary matters pertaining to the op­
eration of the Court.

Index to the Laws of Nigeria, 1966-1988 

The Decree provides that the Robbery and Firearms (Special Provisions) 
(Amendment) (No.2) Decree 1974 (which among other things altered the composi­
tion of the Robbery and Firearms Tribunal and conferred a right of appeal to the 
Supreme Court) shall be deemed to have come into operation in the South-Eastern 
State (as it then was) on 1 October 1975 and not 1 September 1975 as in other 
States of the Federation.

Trade Unions (Central Labour Organizations) (Special Provisions) 
Decree No.44 1976.
Commencement 18 August 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.43 (26 Aug. 1976) A189-A191

The Decree provides for the cancellation of the registration of the Central Labour 
Organizations named in Section 1(2) and for the appointment of an Administrator 
who is to be charged with responsibility for arranging for the formation of a single 
Central Labour Organization to which will be affiliated all trade unions in Nigeria.

45 Nigerian Airport Authority Decree No.45 1976.
Commencement 26 August 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.43 (26 Aug. 1976) A193-A201

Chief Justice of a State (Change of Title) Decree No.41 1976.
Commencement 5 August 12976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.41 (12 Aug. 1976) A165

The Decree provides for the change in the designation of the Chief Justice of a 
State who is now to be known as "Chief Judge".

42 Constitution (Amendment) (No.2) Decree No.42 1976.
Commencement 1 October 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.42 (19 Aug. 1976) A167-A176

The Decree amends the Constitution of the Federation 1973 No.20 to provide for 
the establishment of a Federal Court of Appeal as intermediate appellate court 
between the Supreme Court on one hand and the High Courts of the States, the 
Federal Revenue Court and certain special tribunals on the other. It reduces the 
categories of cases that may now go on appeal to the Supreme Court and provides 
for the abolition of the Court of Appeal of the Western State, consequential 
amendments rendered necessary by the establishment of the Court of Appeal are 
made in a number of enactments.

43
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49

50

51

Criminal Justice (Detention of Persons) Edict (Revocation) Decree 
No.50 1976.
Commencement 1 October 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 63 No.49 (1 Oct 1976JA221-A222

The Decree validates the detention of the person named In the Schedule hereto and 
appoints a date for his release.

Nigerian Council for Management Development Decree No.51 1976.
Commencement 4 October 1976.
Suppt Fed. Off. Coz. 63 No.51 (14 Oct. 1976) A223-A228

Petroleum (Amendment) Decree No.49 1976.
Commencement 22 September 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.48 (30 Sept. 1976) A219

The Decree amends the Petroleum Decree 1969 No.51. to insert provisions pre­
scribing penalties in respect of oil marketing companies which register only un- 
pumpable stock at their depot in Apapa or which fail to return petroleum products 
borrowed within a specified period.

National Emergency Relief Agency Decree No.48 1976.
Commencement 8 September 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.48 (23 Sept. 1976) A215-A217

The Decree establishes the National Emergency Relief Agency as a Corporate 
body. The Agency will perform the general functions of organizing, providing and 
co-ordinating emergency relief to victims of national disasters throughout the 
Federation.

The Decree establishes the Nigerian Airports Authority as a Statutory Corporation 
with responsibility for the maintenance and development of Federal Government 
airports throughout Nigeria.

Nigerian Atomic Energy Commission Decree No.46 1976.
Commencement 24 August 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.44 (2 Sept 1976) A203-A209

The Decree establishes the Nigeria Atomic Energy Commission and charges it 
with responsibility for the development of atomic energy and all matters relating 
to the peaceful uses of atomic energy.

47 Trade (EEC Preferences Under the Lome Convention) Decree No. 47 1976.
Commencement 24 August 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 63 No.44 (2 Sept 1976) A211-A213

The Decree implements the provisions of Protocol No. 1 of the ACP-EEC Conven­
tion of Lome and appoints the Director, Department of Customs and Excise, as the 
certifying authority in Nigeria to certify goods exported from Nigeria under the 
Lome Convention. The Decree further provides sanctions in case of any fraudulent 
practice on the part of any exporter in completing forms relevant under the con­
vention.
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Supplementary Appropriation (1976-77) Decree No.55 1976.
Commencement 8 November 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz 63 No.56 (18 Nov. 1976) A245-A246

The Decree Increases the amount mentioned In Section 1 of the Appropriation De 
cree 1976 by N400.272.739 and provides that the additional amount shall be ap­
pointed as specified In the Schedule to the Decree.

56 Legal Aid Decree No.56 1976.
Commencement 25 November 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.58 (25 Nov. 1976) A247-A255

The Decree provides for the establishment of a Legal Aid Council which willI be re_ 
sponsible for the operation of a scheme for the grant of free legal aid hi cenam 
criminal proceedings to persons with Inadequate resources. If the Federal ejccuu 
five Council so decides by regulations made under the Decree, persons of 
means may also become eligible for legal aid but each such person may oe 
qulred to contribute towards the legal expenses of his case.
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The Decree establishes the Nigerian Council for Management Development with 
the general responsibility for the promotion and co-ordination of management ed­
ucation and training.

Petroleum Training Institute (Amendment) Decree No.52 1976.
Commencement 1 January 1975.
SuppL ted. Off. Gaz. 63 No.53 (28 Oct 1976) A229-A230

The Decree amends the Petroleum Training Institute Decree 1972 No.37 to facili­
tate removal from office or employment by the Council of the Institute (with the 
approval of the Commissioner for Petroleum Resources) of the Principal. Vice- 
Principal or any other member of the academic or Senior administrative staff of 
the Institute on the ground of misconduct or Inability to perform the functions of 
his office or employment.

53 Industrial Training Fund (Amendment) Decree No.53 1976 
Commencement 1 August 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.56 (18 Nov. 1976) A231

The Decree amends the Schedule to the Industrial Training Fund Decree 1971 
No.47 to provide for the manner of appointing the Chairman and the Vice-Chair­
man of the Governing Council.

54 Nigerian Tourist Board Decree No.54 1976.
Commencement 18 November 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.56 (18 Nov. 1976) A233-A243

The Decree establishes the Nigerian Tourist Board for the purpose of promoting 
tourism and providing tourist facilities throughout Nigeria. The Decree also 
fishes a Tourist Committee in each State of the Federation to assist and advise the 
Board on the Implementation of the Decree.

The Board Is the successor of the Nigerian Tourist Association which is 
being dissolved.

55
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Insurance Decree No.59 1976.
Commencement 1 December 1976.
SuppL Ped. Off. Gaz. 63 No.60 (9 Dec. 1976) A261-A291

The Decree repeals the Insurance Companies Act 1961 No. 53 and the Insurance 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 No. 19 and, while re-enacting some of the pro­
visions of those repealed enactments, prescribes additional measures for the reg­
istration of Insurers and makes fresh, provisions for the licensing of insurance 
agents and registration of Insurance brokers.

Provisions are contained In the Decree specifying time-limits within which 
motor accident claims are.to be settled, prohibiting, general Increases in premium 
rates (except with the prior approval of the Government), while other provisions 
relate generally to the better management and regulation of Insurance business In 
Nigeria.

Certain Judicial Acts (Validation) Decree No.60- 1976.
Commencement 30 November 1976.
SuppL Fted. Off. Gaz. 63 No.61 (16 Dec. 1976) A293

The Decree validates the extension of office of the former Chief Justice of the 
Rivers State beyond the mandatory retirement age and all his Judicial acts during 
that period.

Legal Aid will be provided to those eligible for it in all courts of first Instance 
before which legal practitioners may appear and Is appeal cases up to the 
Supreme Court

Northern Nigeria Radio Corporation (Winding Up) Decree No.57 1976.
Commencement 8 December 1970.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.60 (9 Dec. 1976J A257-A258

The Decree dissolves the Northern Nigeria Radio Corporation with effect from 8th 
December 1970 and vests all its assets and liabilities in the Broadcasting Com­
pany of Northern Nigeria Limited from that date.

Recovery of Public Property Decree No.58 1976.
Commencement 25 November 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 63 No.60 (9 Dec. 1976) A259-A260

The Decree forfeits certain assets of one Stephen Paparrodopoulos to the Federal 
Military Government and makes ancillary provisions with respect to the vesting of 
the assets In the Government
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Military Courts (Special Powers) Decree No.4 1977.
Commencement 7 January 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.2 (13 Jan. 1977) A35-A44

The Decree re-enacts the Military Courts (Special Power) Decree 1968 No.4. and 
Includes in the Decree provisions relative to the procedure to be followed prior to 
trial and during the trial of any member of the armed forces charged with an of­
fence under the Decree.

National Science and Technology DevelopmentAgencyDecrceNo.51977.
Commencement 20 January 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.4 (27 Jan. 1977) A45-A52

The Decree establishes the National Science and Technology Development Agency 
as a body corporate and confers on It, among other things executive responsibility 
for the promotion and development of science and technology, Including Initiation 
of policy relating to scientific research and technology. The Agency takes over the 
functions of the various existing statutorily established research councils which 
are now dissolved.

Price Control Decree No. 1977.
Commencement 1 January 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.2 (13 Jan 1977) A3-A14

The Decree re-enacts the Price Control Decree 1970 No.33 to provide stiffer penal­
ties In respect of offences and to make better provisions for the implementation oi 
the scheme.

Tribunals of Inquiry (Amendment) Decree No.2 1977.
Commencement 29 July 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.2 (13 Jan. 1977) Al 5

SntPeCfee an}ends 1116 Tribunals of Inquiry Decree 1966 No.41 by inserting a new 
taro r11 mmedl?tely ^er Section 20: The Decree preserves the power of the Mili­
tary Governor of a State to constitute aTribunal of Inquiry.

3 Nigerian Enterprise* Promotion Decree No.3 1977.
commencement 29 June 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.2 (13 Jan 1977) A19-A34

^-enacts the Nigerian Enterprises Promotion Decree 1972 No.4 to in- 
S °ns necessary for the implementation of the next stage of the indl- 

aDoointed The etfeehve date of the Decree is 29 June 1976 while the
comnlipd ls llle date on whtch all affected enterprises expected to have
cavnf0 7™ the aPPllcable provisions of the Decree is 30th June 1977 in the 
other case.erPrlSeS ‘° WhiCh 56011011 7 applles 311(1 31st December 1978 in every



131

6

8

9 National Board for Technical Education Decree No.9 1977.
Commencement 11 Januaiy 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.5 (3 Feb. 1977) A69-A76

The Decree sets up the National Board for Technical Education as a body corpo­
rate and charges it with responsibility for advising the Federal Government on all 
aspects of technical education falling outside the universities, including the gen­
eral development of polytechnics, colleges of technology, trade centres and other 
technical institutions. In furtherance of the discharge of its duties, the Board 
would draw up periodic master plans for the balanced and co-ordinated develop­
ment and expansion of technical and vocational education in polytechnics, col­
leges of technology, trade centres and other technical and vocational institutions 
and the establishment and location of new ones. It is also to act as the central 
agency for channelling financial contributions emanating from government or 
other bodies to the said institutions, and for the development. In collaboration 
with the ministries and organizations having technical training programmes, of a 
system of national certification for technicians, craftsmen and other skilled 
personnel.

Section I: Main Entry/1977

Gaming Machines (Prohibition) Decree No.6 1977
Commencement 1 Januaiy 1977. x .CA
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.4 (27 Jan. 1977) A53-A54

The Decree bans the importation into Nigeria and the operation of any gaming 
machine (popularly known as kalokalo) and ownership thereof in Nigeria with ef­
fect from 1st January 1977. Owners of such machines are however allowed up to 
31st March 1977 to dispose of such machines after which date the machines would 
be liable to forfeiture. Any person who contravenes the provisions of the Decree 
shall be liable to Imprisonment for one year without the option of a fine.

7 Federal Mortgage Bank of Nigeria Decree No.7 1977.
Commencement 20 Januaiy 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.4 (27 Jan. 1977) A55-A63

The Decree provides for the establishment of a Federal Mortgage Bank the func­
tions of which are to include the granting of long-term credit facilities to Nigerian 
individuals desiring to acquire houses of their own and the granting a long-term 
credit facilities to mortgage institutions with a view to enabling those institutions 
to grant comparable facilities to Nigerian individuals. The Decree also provides for 
the dissolution of the Nigerian Building Society and for the transfer of its assets 
and liabilities to the Federal Mortgage Bank.

National Fertilizer Board Decree No.8 1977.
Commencement 21 January 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.4 (27 Jan. 1977) A65-A68

The Decree establishes the National Fertilizer Board as a body corporate and 
charges it with responsibility for purchasing and distributing fertilizer to State 
Governments at such subsidized prices as may be determined by the Federal Gov­
ernment.
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io Legal Education (ConaoUdation. etc.) (Amendment) Decree No. 10 1977.

Commencement 25 January 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.5 (3 Feb. 1977) A77-A78

The Decree amends the Legal Education (Consolidation, etc.) Decree
The Decree (a) gives the Nigerian Bar Association its correct and powe: _,°ca.
tion; (b) Increases membership of that Association on the Council of Leg . r
tlon by five and (c) in addition to legal academicians, enables any legal P to
who had at any time been In active legal practice for not less than te y 
compete for and occupy the post of Director of the Nigerian Law School.

11 Educational CarespondcnceCollege (Registration etcJDecreeNo. 111977.
Commencement 10 February 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.6 (10 Feb. 1977) A79-AS4

The Decree makes approval by the Federal Commissioner for Education a pre 
condition for the establishment (or continuation in business in the case oi 
Institutions) and registration of all private educational correspondence coi 
wishing to conduct business in Nigeria. Other provisions thereof give 
pervlsory authority over such Institutions to the Federal Ministry of Eauca • 

Anybody found running an Illegal correspondence college will tie 
conviction to a fine of M5,000 or to imprisonment for two years or both.

12 Nigeria Police Force (Miscellaneous Provisions) Decree No. 12 197 
Commencement 10 February 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.7 (17 Feb. 1977) A85-A87

The Decree reconsUtutes the Nigeria Police Council and the Police Se^c?S,°^e 
mission and transfers to them respectively the functions formerly exercisc y
Nigeria Police Council and the Police Service Commission established un 
Constitution of the Federation.

13 Interpretation (Amendment) Decree No.13 1977. this Decree
Commencement Section 1(a) 1 July 1975. and other Provisions of this De
4 February 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.7 (17 Feb. 1977) A89-A90

The Decree amends the Interpretation Act 1964 No.l to make tetter Je.
the transfer of functions following up on any re organization of mlnlstn 
partment or other public bodies that may be undertaken from tim subsidiary 
Government In Nigeria, it also clarifies the situation as to executioni of su 
legislative Instruments by statutory bodies and enabies any two mem « £
such body (rather than a quorum or even the whole membership thereof Jto sigi 
behalf of the whole membership.

14 Champagne (Prohibition of Importation) Decree No. 14 1977.
Commencement 17 February 1977. 
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 64 No.7 (17 Feb. 1977) A91-A93

The Decree prohibits, as from Its commencement, the importation into Nigeria °f 
the wine commonly known as champagne and other sPar g n Decree and 
ments lawfully shipped to Nigeria before the commencement of
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Tribunals or Inquiries (Validation etc.) 1977.
Commencement 29 July 1977.
Suppl Fed. Off.Gaz.64 No. 11 (11 March 1977) A103-A105

States (Creation and Transitional Provisions) 1977.
Commencement 3 February 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No. 11 (11 March 1977) A99-A102

The Decree In relation to the Creation of States In February 1976 - (a) provides for 
the devolution of public property as between successor State; (b) makes provision 
for proper venues and procedures to be followed with respect to pending civil and 
criminal matters; (c) enables certain cases which were struck off to be relisted and 
for uncompleted proceedings to be resuscitated and continued to a final determi­
nation.

Criminal Justice (Release from Custody) (Special Provisions) Decree 
No.19 1977.
Commencement 8 March 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Coz. 64No.ll (11 March 1977) Al07

Merchant Shipping (Amendment) 1977.
Commencement 1 March 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No. 10 (10 March. 1977) A97-A98

The Decree amends the Merchant Shipping Act 1962 No.30 to give effect to the 
provisions of the International Labour Organisation Convention No. 105 relating to 
the Abolition' of Forced Labour.

The Decree provides a general validation In respect of all Inquiries Instituted by 
the Military Governor of a State and all actions taken in execution of the policy of 
the Government of that State on the matter In respect of which the Inquiry In ques­
tion was Instituted.

________________________________ Section I; Main Entry/1977

imported Into Nigeria after the commencement of the Decree are to be taken over 
by the Federal Commissioner who may arrange for their disposal either by re-ex­
portation or by sale from a government warehouse. Consignments unlawfully im­
ported into Nigeria after the commencement of the Decree are liable to forfeiture in 
addition to other penalties prescribed In respect of the Importer. In addition, the 
sale of champaign and other sparkling wines In Nigeria as from 30th June 1977 is 
rendered unlawful and appropriate penalties are prescribed.

Trade Union* (Disqualification of Certain Persons) Decree No. IS 
1977.
Commencement 17Februaiy 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No. 7 (17 Feb. 1977) A95-A96

The Decree proscribes the persons named in the Schedule from belonging to or 
holding office in any trade union and from participating In the management of the 
affairs of any trade union.
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The Decree empowers the Chief Justice of Nigeria and the Chief Judges 
States to order the release of persons detained in prisons in the circumstances 
specified in the Decree.

20 Agricultural Credit Guarantee Scheme Fund.
Commencement 8 March 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No. 12 (17 March 1977) Al 09

The Decree establishes an Agricultural Credit Guarantee Scheme Fund into which 
there will be subscribed the sum of N 100,000,000 to provide guarantees for loans 
granted for agricultural purposes by any bank. A Board is set up as the P°“^ 
making body of the Scheme while the Central Bank of Nigeria will, for the time be­
ing, be responsible for the day to day management of the Fund.

21 Companies Income Tax (Amendment) Decree No.21 1977.
Commencement 1 January 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.13 (24 March 1977) Al 15

The Decree Increases the membership of the body of Appeal Commissioners from 
eight to twelve.

22 Survey (Amendment) Decree No .22 1977.
Commencement 18 March 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.13 (24 March 1977) Al 17-Al 18

The Decree amends the Survey Act 1958 (Cap. 194).ItmakesltobUgatoryforany 
copy of a map, plan or diagram attached to a registrable instrumen nrovides 
ted to the Surveyor-General of the State where the land is situated. It afeo P«»J‘cu. 
penalty for any licensed surveyor who fails to submit the aforemen the
ments within one month after completion of their preparation and enjou 
State Surveyor-General to keep proper record of all documents so subnuueu.

23 Federal Housing Authority (Amendment) Decree No.23 1977.
Commencement 18 March 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.13 (24 March 1977) Al 19-A120

The Decree provides a new procedure for appointing the directors of p1® p-gj. 
the Federal Housing Authority and it reduces the size of representa for
era! Ministries on die Board. It also reflects the transfer responslbllltl 1 ,,
Authority from the Cabinet Office to the Federal Ministry of Housing, Urban u 
opment and Environment

Nigerian Television Authority Decree No.24 1977.
Commencement 1 April 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.14 (31 March 1977) A123-A136

The Decree establishes the Nigerian Television Authority to be the body 
with exclusive responsibility for the provision of television broadcastfrrgta Nige 
Accordingly, provision is made by the Decree for the completion facilities
the Authority, within the next twelve months, of television broadcasting facuiu 
from all other broadcasting organizations in Nigeria.
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Petroleum (Amendment) Decree No.37 1977.
Commencement 3 May 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.21 (5 May 1977) A197-A198

Customs and Excise (Special Panel and Other Provisions) Decree 
No.38 1977.
Commencement 5 May 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.21 (5 May 1977) A199-A201

The Decree makes special provisions with respect to the operation of the Customs 
and Excise Laws. Under the Decree goods forfeited under the Principal Act are no 
longer to be sold to the public but are to be destroyed. Certain categories of un­
claimed goods in government warehouses are Instead of being sold, to be dis­
tributed to Governmental departments and agencies. The remainder are to be de­
stroyed. Further, possession of smuggled goods is to be an offence unless the of­
fender is able to prove that the goods were lawfully imported or, in certain cases, 
that he had no reason to believe that the goods had been smuggled.

The penalty for unlawful importation of goods into the country is now to be 
imprisonment for 5 years without the option of a line. Smugglers found armed with 
any firearms and who cause inquiry to officers of Customs and Excise with the 
firearms are to be sentenced to death.

The Decree amended the Petroleum Decree 1969 No.51 and substituted a new Sec­
tion for Section 4. It prohibits the storage, sale or distribution of petroleum prod­
ucts anywhere in Nigeria without a licence granted by the Commissioner. All li­
cences granted before the commencement of the Decree by any person or authority 
in Nigeria other than the Federal Commissioner for Petroleum Resources are 
cancelled. The storage (and sale or distribution) of not more than 500 litres of 
kerosene is exempted from the operations of the Decree. Persons found contraven­
ing provisions of the Decree are liable to imprisonment for two years or a fine of 
142,000, or both and, in addition, the petroleum products in respect of which the 
offence was committed are forfeited to the Government.
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The Decree amends the Nigerian Mining Corporation Decree 1972 No. 39, and 
makes new provisions for the constitution of membership of the Nigerian Mining 
Corporation.

National Electric Power Authority (Amendment) Decree No.35 1977.
Commencement 26 May 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.21 (5 May 1977) A193-A194

The Decree amends Part 1 of Schedule of the Nigerian Electric Power Authority De­
cree 1972 No.24, and makes new provisions with respect to the constitution of 
membership of the Board of the National Electric Power Authority.

Nigerian Coal Corporation (Amendment) Decree No.36 1977.
Commencement 26 May 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.21 (5 May 1977) A195

The Decree amends Section (3) of the Nigerian Coal Corporation Act 1958 of (Cap. 
134); and makes new provisions for the constitution of membership of the Nigerian 
Coal Corporation.
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Finance (Miscellaneous Taxation Provisions) Decree. No.42 1977.
Commencement 1 April 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.24 (26 May 1977) A211-A212

The Decree amends the Companies Income Tax Act 1961 No.22, and amongst 
other things, provides for the increase of taxation on profit from forty-five kobo 
and requires the Commissioner for Stamp Duties to demand from companies tax 
clearance certificates whenever they present documents relating to sale of landed 
properties and other assets for stamping.

Federal Government Staff Housing Board (Amendment) Decree No. 43 11*77.
Commencement 3 March 1976.
Sqppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.24 (26 May 1977) A213-A214

Index to the Laws of Nigeria, 1966-1988______________________

Robbery and Firearms (Special Provisions) (Amendment) Decree 
No .39 1977
Commencement 11 May 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No 22 (12 May 1977) A203

The Decree amends the Robbery and Firearms (Special Provisions) Decree 1970 
No. 47, as follows: (a) Section 7 as Inserted by the Robbery and Firearms (Special 
Provisions) (Amendment) (No.2) Decree 1974 No.8, is hereby repealed (b) Sections 
8 to 11 is renumbered as Sections 7 to 10 respectively; (c) In the new Section 7 in 
place of the existing Subsection (4) a new Subsection shall be substituted, which 
provides that the Registrar of each tribunal shall within 30 days, after the conclu­
sion of a proceedings in respect of which any person is convicted of an offence; 
forward record of proceedings to the office of the appropriate Military Governor. 
The Military Governor shall exercise his power to confirm or disallow the convic­
tion or sentence not later than thirty days after the receipt of the record of 
proceedings in his office.

Legal Practitioners (Amendment) Decree No.40 1977.
Commencement 18 May 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.24 (26 May 1977) A205-A206

The Decree amends the provisions of Section 3 of the Legal Practitioners Decree 
1975 No.15 relating to the establishment of the Legal Practitioners' Privileges 
Committee to provide for the enlargement of the membership of that body and to 
vest in it the function of conferring on suitable legal practitioners the rank of Se­
nior Advocate of Nigeria.

41 Federal Electoral Commission Decree No.41 1977.
Commencement 1 October 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.24 (26 May 1977) A207-A210

The Decree provides for the establishment and composition of a Federal Electoral 
Commission. The functions of the Commission are set out in Section 3 of the De­
cree. The Decree has effect from 1st October 1976.
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20 Commodity Boards Decree No.29 1977.
Commencement 1 April 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.18 (21 April 1977) A149-A164

Army Colour (Prohibition of Use) Decree No.26 1977.
Commencement 4 April 1977.
SuppL Fled. Off. Gaz. 64 No. 16 (7 April 1977) A143-A144

The Decree prohibits the use of army green (as specified in detail in the Schedule) 
by vehicles other than Nigerian Army Vehicles. Any person contravening the De­
cree will be liable to a fine of N200 or imprisonment for six months or to both. In 
addition, the offending vehicles would be Impounded until the owner has arranged 
to re-paint it in another colour.

Forfeiture of Assets (Director of the Special Structures Company 
Limited) Decree No.28 1977.
Commencement 7 April 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No. 17 (14 April 1977) A147-A148

The Decree provides for the forfeiture of certain properties of a Director of the 
Special Structures Company Limited by him from proceeds of a loan granted to the 
Company and already settled by the Government of Kaduna State. Any person who 
falls to yield up possession of the properties shall be liable on conviction to im­
prisonment for one year without option of a fine.

Nigerian Security Organization (Amendment) Decree No.27 1977.
Commencement 24 March 1977.
SuppL'Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.16 (7 April 1977) Al45

The Decree amends the Nigerian Security Organization Decree 1976 No. 16, by the 
insertion of a new Section 2A Immediately after Section 2, which provides for ser­
vice in the organization to be pensionable, etc.

The Decree dissolves the Nigerian Produce Marketing Company Limited and all the 
States' Marketing Boards and sets up. In their place, seven new Commodity Boards

Other provisions relate to the division of Nigeria into six zones (each zone 
being under the supervision of a Zonal Board and each being capable of 
transmitting television broadcasts for reception anywhere in Nigeria) the 
establishment of a news department by the Authority and supplemental matters.

Nigerian Legion (Interim Management Committee) Decree No. 25 
1977.
Commencement 21 March 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.14 (31 March 1977) A137-A142

In view of the constitutional developments which have taken place since the pro­
mulgation of the Nigerian Legion Act 1964 No.18, the Decree amends that Act to 
bring its provisions up to date and appoints an Interim Management Committee to 
wind up the affairs of the Nigeria Ex-Servicemen's Welfare Association and trans­
fer its assets and liabilities to a properly constituted Nigerian Legion.
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to which staff and assets of the dissolved bodies would be transferred in accor­
dance with the formula stipulated therein.

Also, the Decree establishes a Technical Committee on Producer Prices 
whose main function would be to advise the Price Fixing Authority on seasonal 
variations to be made to the fixed prices of the various commodities concerned.

Productivity Prices and Incomes Board Decree No.30 1977.
Commencement 20 April 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.18 (2 April 1977) A165-A170

The Decree sets up a Productivity, Prices and Incomes Board to advise the Federal 
Government on ways and means of enhancing productivity in both the public and 
private sectors of the economy and as to the determination of optimum prices and 
Incomes and to prepare guidelines relative to the later. Provision is made for the 
enforcement of guidelines by the appropriate arms of the Board or other Govern­
ment Agencies with penalties stipulated for breaches thereof.

31 River Basins Development Authorities (Amendment)DecreeNo.311S77.
Commencement 20 April 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.20 (28 April 1977) A171

The Decree amends the River Basins Development Authorities Decree 1976 No.25 
to empower each Authority process crops and livestock produced under its aegis 
and develop fisheries and Improve navigation on rivers lakes and lagoons in its 
area.

Niger Delta Basin Development Authority (Amendment) Decree No.32 
Commencement 20 April 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.20 (28 April 1977) A173

The Decree amends the Schedule to the Niger Delta Basin Development Authority 
Decree 1976 No.37, to reduce from six to four the number of persons to be ap­
pointed as members of the Board by the Commissioner and Increase from two to 
four the number of persons to be appointed by the Government of the Rivers State.

33 Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation Decree No.33 1977.
Commencement 1 April 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.20 (28 April 1977) A175-A189

The Decree provides for the dissolution of both the Nigerian National Oil Corpora­
tion and the Federal Ministry of Petroleum Resources and their merger to form a 
new body to be known as the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation.

The new Corporation is empowered to engage in all commercial activities 
relating to the petroleum Industry while an Independent department thereof, to be 
known as the Petroleum Inspectorate, will confine itself to the enforcement of 
regulatory measures relating to the general control of the petroleum sector.

34 Nigerian Mining Corporation (Amendment) Decree No.34 1977.
Commencement 26 May 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.21 (5 May 1977) A191-A192.
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Nigerian institute of International Affairs (Amendment) Decree No. 
45 1977.
Commencement 24 May 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.26 (9 June 1977) A217-A220

The Decree makes sundiy amendments to the Nigerian Institute of International 
Affairs Decree 1971 No.35, and amongst other things, provides for the reconstitu­
tion of membership of the Council of the Institute and the establishment of an Ap­
pointments and Promotions Committee to deal with staff appointments and dis­
cipline.

It also makes provision for the creation of two additional departments to be 
headed respectively by a Director of Research and Studies and a Chief Librarian.

Constitution (Amendment) Decree No.46 1977.
Commencement 31 May 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.26 (9 June 1977) A221

The Decree amends the Parts I and II of the Schedule to the Constitution of the 
Federation to implement constitutional changes relating to education and, 
amongst other things, confers exclusive responsibility on the Federal Government 
in matters relating to universities and higher education generally.

47 Customs and Excise Management (Take-Over and Disposal of Stock­
fish) Decree No.47 1977.
Commencement 31 May 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.26 (9 June 1977) A223-A224

The Decree makes provision for the taking-over and disposal of any consignment 
of stockfish discharged Into any port In Nigeria or imported into Nigeria at any 
time before 1st October 1976, and makes provisions for the payment of compen­
sation to Importers of such stockfish.

_____________________ __ _______ Section I; Main Entry/1877

lire Decree amends the Federal Government Staff Housing Board Decree 1974 
n 'Lj t j t?e responsibility for the Federal Government Staff Housing 
Board2? nFeder" Ministry of Housing Urban Development and Environment

The Decree also removes the age limit on applicants. Increases the 
membership of the Board and widens the scope of the Decree to cover other 
categories of public officers eligible to receive advances under the scheme.

44 Dishonoured Cheques (Offences) Decree No.44 1977.
Commencement 20 May 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 64 No.25 (2 June 1977) A215-A216

The Decree renders it an offence for any person anywhere in Nigeria to Induce the 
p5operty or to Purport to settle a lawful obligation by means of a 

(ulc,h wh*n Presented within a reasonable time is dishonoured on the 
*1° funds.or *n sufficient funds were standing to the credit of the 

fences und^thJ Dewee CUIaiy prOVlslons made wlth reSpeCt to the of of-
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School* Take-Over (Validation) Decree No.48 1977.
Commencement 13 June 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 64 No.27 (13 June 1977) A225-A226

The Decree validates the take-over of schools and other educational Institutions 
by any State Government in the Federation. The right of the proprietor or other 
owner of the school to compensation is preserved.

Nigerian Reinsurance Corporation Decree No.49 1977.
Commencement 1 July 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.29 (23 June 1977) A227-A235

The Decree sets up the Nigeria Reinsurance Corporation to undertake reinsurance 
business within and outside Nigeria. The minimum legal cession is 20 percent of 
all sums assured under life and non-life Insurance business. Accordingly, certain 
of the functions of the National Insurance Corporation of Nigeria relating to rein­
surance have been transferred to this new body.

50 Constituent Assembly Decree No.50 1977.
Commencement 1 June 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.29 (23 June1977) A237-A244

The Decree provides for the constitution, membership and proceedings of the 
Constituent Assembly which is to have full powers to deliberate upon and enact 
the Draft Constitution of Nigeria drawn up by the Constitution Drafting Committee 
appointed by the Federal Military Government.

51 University of Benin Teaching Hospital Management Board Decree 
No. 51 1977.
Commencement 1 April 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.31 (7 July 1977) A245-A254

The Decree repeals Part HI of the University of Benin Edict 1975 No.3, and Sec­
tions 4 and 5 of the University of Benin (Transitional Provisions) Decree 197 
No.20 (which established the University of Benin Teaching Hospital as part of the 
University of Benin and effected the take over of the University of Benin Teaching 
Hospital by the Federal Government, respectively) and makes fresh provisions tor 
the continuing in being of that institution including the establishment of a ne 
Management Board for the running of the affairs of the Teaching Hospital.

52 Constituent Assembly (Amendment) Decree No.52 1977.
Commencement 1 June 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.32 (14 July 1977) A225-A257

The Decree amends the Constituent Assembly Decree 1977 No.50 and - (a) Spec! 
Lies additional grounds for disqualification of persons seeking election to the Con­
stituent Assembly) (b) enables an Electoral Commissioner to extend the closing 
date for registration of candidates in appropriate cases.
53 States (Creation and Transitional Provisions) (Amendment) Decree 

No.53 1977.
Commencement 3 February 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.33 (22 July 1977) A259-A260
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57

Petroleum Profit* (Tax (Amendment) Decree No.55 1977;
Commencement 1 April 1975.
SqppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.36 (Aug. 1977) A265-A266

The Decree amends the Petroleum Profits Tax Act 1959 No. 15. to effect changes in 
the percentage of the assessable tax payable in relation to the chargeable profits 
of the companies affected.

Constituent Assembly (Amendment) No.2) Decree No.56 1977.
Commencement 1 June 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.36 (Aug. 1977) A267

The Decree further amends the Constituent Assembly Decree 1977 No.50 and ex­
tends the deadline for submission of nomination papers in certain cases to 8th 
August 1977.

It also now appoints 15th August 1977 as the day on which the final list of 
candidates must be published.

Exchange Control (Anti-Sabotage) Decree No.57 1977.
Commencement 5 August 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 64 No.37 (8 Aug. 1977) A269-A274

The Decree makes special penal provisions with respect to acts subversive of the 
Exchange Control Legislation in force in the country. Stiff penalties are prescribed 
and provisions are made for the constitution of special tribunals for the trial of of­
fenders under the Decree, and with respect to ancillary and evidentiary matters.

58 University of Nigeria Teaching Hospital Management Board Decree 
No.58 1977.
Commencement 1 April 1976.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.38 (11 Aug. 1977) A275-A283

The Decree repeals the University of Nigeria Teaching Hospital Decree 1974 No.23 
which affected the take-over of the University of Nigeria Teaching Hospital 
formerly known as Enugu Specialist Hospital, by the Federal Government) and 
makes fresh provisions for the continuing in being of that institution, including the

____ _______________________________Section I: Main Entry/1977

The Decree amends the States (Creation and Transitional Provisions) Decree 19^7 
No. 17 to provide for the vesting Jointly in the Military Governors of Oyo. Ondo and 
Ogun States the properties of the former Western State situated in the Old Colony 
Province of Lagos State.

54. Trade Dispute* (Amendment) Decree No.54 1977.
Commencement 12 July 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No. 33 (21 July 1977) A261-A264

The Decree amends the Trade Disputes Decree 1976 No.7,by providing, amongst 
other things, that the Federal Commissioner for Labour may take certain steps 
where a trade dispute is apprehended by him. It also creates offences and 
penalties against workers, trade unions and employers for non-compliance with 
the provisions of the Decree.

55
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establishment of a new Management Board for the running of the affairs of the 
Teaching Hospital.

Exchange Control (Anti-Sabotage) (Amendment) Decree No.59 1977.
Commencement 5 August 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 64 No. 39 (15 Aug. 1977) A285

The Decree amends Section 2 of the Exchange Control Anti-Sabotage) Decree 1977 
No. 57, to render the imposition of fines mandatory In addition to a term of impris­
onment In the case of Individuals and to Increase the fine that may be Imposed in 
the case of corporate bodies.

Constituent Assembly (Special Provisions) Decree No.60 1977.
Commencement 1 June 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 64 No.42 (31 Aug. 1977) A287-A288

The Decree removes certain doubts as to the construction of some provisions of 
the Constituent Assembly Decree 1977 No.50 and speclficlally re-affliins - (a) that 
any person who pays his income tax In one lump sum shall not be eligible to con­
test the election to the Constituent Assembly, (b) that the post-election tribunal 
shall not entertain questions as to the validity of the election of any candidate from 
any person who was himself not a candidate at the election.

Finance (Miscellaneous Taxation Provisions )(No2J Decree No.611977.
Commencement 1 April 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.43 (1 Sept 1977) A289

The Decree amends the Income Tax Management Act 1961 No.21 as amended by 
the Income Tax (Amendment) Decree 1968 No. 58 and the Income Tax (Uniform 
Taxation Provisions) Decree 1975 No.7, to provide, among other things, for In­
creases In personal allowances particularly in respect of married women and wid­
ows. The Decree also increases the rate of tax payable by persons in receipt of 
higher incomes.

Federal Government Newspapers Corporation Decree (Repeal etc.) 
Decree No.62 1977.
Commencement 16 August 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.43 (1 Sept 1977) A293

The Decree repeals the Federal Government Newspapers Corporation Decree 1973 
No.34, and at the same time dissolves the incorporated company known as the 
Nigerian National Press Limited. The Decree vests in the Federal Government all 
assets, funds, resources and other moveable or Immovable properties which before 
the commencement of the Decree were vested In the company.

63 Appropriation Decree No.63 1977.
Commencement 1 April 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.46 (22 Sept. 1977) A295-A296

The Decree authorised the Accountant-General of the Federation when he receives 
warrants signed by the Federal Commissioner for Finance, to pay out of the con­
solidated Revenue Fund of the Federation during the year ending 31st March 1978
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Regulated and Other Professions (Miscellaneous Provisions) Decree 
No.5 1978.
Commencement 23 March 1978
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No. 4 (23 March 1978) A39-A46

University of Nigeria Decree No.l 1978.
Commencement 1 June 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No.3 (19 Jan. 1978) A1-A25

The Decree repeals the University of Nigeria Law of the Former Eastern Nigeria 
setting up the University of Nigeria and Decree No.44 of 1973 which established a 
Provisional Council for that University and makes fresh provisions for the continu­
ing in being of that institution to reflect its take-over by the Federal Government.

Joint Admission and Matriculation Board Decree No.2 1978.
Commencement 13 February 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No. 8 (16 Feb. 1978) A27-A32

The Decree sets up the Joint Admission and Matriculation Board to administer a 
centralised admissions system for all Nigerian Universities. The Board would be 
solely responsible for the conduct of matriculation examinations for admission 
into the universities with respect to undergraduate and to non-degree courses but 
each institution of higher learning would be left with responsibility for matters re­
lating to post-graduate admissions.

Local Courts Interim Judicial Service Bodieo (Establiohment etc.)
Decree No.3 1978.
Commencement 1 March 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No. 11 (9 March 1978) A33-A35

The Decree prohibits freshly qualified professionals from entering into private 
practice on their own and stipulates that such professionals can only practice on 
their own after having served for a period of five years in professional partnerships 
or in the public services.

It also prohibits those professionals employed as such in the public 
services and institutions from engaging in the private practice of their professions.

The Decree amends Section 5(1) the Antiquities Act 1958 (Cap. 12) to extend the 
tenure of office of members of the Antiquities Commission from two to three years.

The Decree provides for the setting up of two interim bodies, that is the Interim 
Area Courts Judicial Service Board and the Interim Customary Courts Judicial 
Service Committee charged, respectively, with the appointment of Area Court 
Judges and Customary Court Judges.

Antiquities (Amendment) Decree No.4 1978.
Commencement 13 March 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No.4 (23 March 1978) A37
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Under the Decree, the governing body of each profession is empowered to 
Impose proscriptive measures on any professional found quilty of contravening its 
provisions.

Land Use Decree No.6 1978.
Commencement 20 March 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 65 No. 14 (29 March 1978) A47-A67

The Decree vests all land comprised in the territory of each State (except land 
vested in the Federal Government or its agencies) solely In the Military Governor of 
the State who would hold such land in trust for the people. The Military Governor 
would henceforth be responsible for allocation of land in all urban areas to indi­
viduals resident in the State or to organisations for residential, agricultural, com­
mercial and other purposes while similar powers with respect to non-urban areas 
are conferred on local governments.

Provision Is made In the Decree for the establishment in each State of a Land 
Use and Allocation Committee (composed of at least 'two estate surveyors or land 
officers, a legal practitioner and some other members representing community 
Interests) with advisory functions and power to determine disputes as to the 
amount of compensation payable for Improvements upon revocation of 
certificates of occupancy. Each local government would also set up a Land 
Allocation Advisory Committee but with a purely advisory role.

The other provisions relate to designation of urban areas; statutory and 
customary rights of occupancy; issue and revocation of certificates of occupancy 
and sundry matters.

National Teachers' Institute Decree No.7 1978.
Commencement 10 April 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz 65 No.20 (27 April 1978) A69-A77

The Decree establishes the National Teachers' Institute and confers the manage­
ment of the affairs of the Institute on the National Institute Council established 
under the Decree. The functions of the Council, amongst other things are:

(a) to organise and provide programmes for training, development 
upgrading and certification of teachers;
to conduct post-graduate courses and examinations In education for 
graduate teachers; and
to cany out research on any matter relevant to educational 
requirements and development In the country.

Customs and Excise (Miscellaneous Provisions) Decree No.8 1978
Commencement 1 April 1978.
Supp. Fbd. Off Gaz. 65 No.21 (4 May 1978) A79-A81

The Decree amends the Customs Tariff (Consolidation) Decree 1973 No.6 and in­
troduces a ports reconstruction surcharge of 5% based on the value of imported 
goods.

It also prohibits the sale of all banned goods in Nigeria after September 30th 
1978 and provides stiff penalties for contravention of Import prohibition laws.I
9 Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Decree No.9 1978.

Commencement 13 August 1978.
SuppL Fhd. Off Gaz. 65 No.24 (25 May 1978) A83
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Evidence (Amendment) Decree No.68 1077.
Commencement 24 October 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.51 (27 Oct. 1977) A305

Legal Practitioner* (Amendment) (No.2) Decree No.67 1077.
Commencement 24 October 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.51 (27 Oct 1977) A303

Forfeiture of Assets (Director of the Special Structures Company 
Limited) (Amendment) Decree No.64 1077.
Commencement 27 September 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.48 (6 Oct 1977) A297

Trade Dispute* (Essential Service*) (Amendment) Decree No.69 1077.
Commencement 25 November 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.57 (8 Dec. 1977) A307-A308

The Decree provides for the establishment in each State of the Federation of an 
Interim Judicial Committee charged with the responsibility of appointing all 
grades of Magistrates except Magistrates Grade III who would be appointed by the 
Chief Judge of the State concerned.

The Decree amends the Evidence Act 1958 (Cap. 62 ) to make the written and 
signed statements of investigating police officers admissible during criminal 
prosecution in certain cases.

the sums specified by the warrants not exceeding in the aggregate X7,652,554,360. 
The amount shall be appropriated to heads of expenditure as indicated in the 
Schedule to this Decree.

Hie Decree amends the Legal Practitioners Decree 1975 No.15, to Include a Justice 
of the Supreme Court in the group of members of the Legal Practitioners' Privileges 
Committee to be appointed by the Chief Justice of Nigeria alter consultation with 
the Attorney-General of the Federation.

The Decree amends the Forfeiture of Assets (Director of the Special Structures 
Company Limited) Decree 1977 No.28 by substituting the properties known as 
No.22 and 22A Gwari Cresent, Kaduna, for the ones mentioned in the Schedule to 
the Principal Decree.

Chief Judge of the Rivers State (Extension of Period of Office) Decree 
No.65 1977.
Commencement 25 August 1976.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.48 (6 Oct 1977) A299

The Decree provides for the extension of period of office of the Chief Judge of the 
Rivers State for two years beyond the mandatory retirement age.

66 Interim Judicial Committee* ( Establishments, etc. ) Decree No. 66 
1977.

Commencement 4 October 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.51 (27 Oct 1977) A301-A302
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The Decree increases the number of Justices of the Supreme Court apart from the 
Chief Justice of Nigeria from eight to ten.

73 Electoral Decree No.73 1977.
Commencement 29 December 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 64 No.61 (29 Dec. 1977) A321-A400.

The Decree makes comprehensive provisions with respect to the registration of 
voters and with respect to the conduct and other matters pertaining to elections 
(other than local government elections) to be held in the country

Index to the Lawe of Nigeria, 1966-1988________________________
The Decree amends the Trade Disputes (Essential’services) Decree 1976 No.23 
and, amongst other things, provides for the punishment of employers, officials oi 
any association of employers, officials of trade unions and certain other indtyiau- 
als whose acts are calculated to disrupt the economy or the smooth running of any 
essential service.

70 Nigerian Institute of Social and Economic Research Decree No.70 19/ A 
Commencement 14 December 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.59 (22 Dec. 1977) A309-A316

The Decree establishes the Nigerian Institute of Social and Economic Research as 
an autonomous institution under a governing council and confers upon it, amongst 
other things, the functions of providing consultancy services to the Federal and 
State Governments in the field of economic and social development and to conduct 
research into economic and social problems of the country.

71 Gasklya Corporation (Winding Up) Decree No.71 1977.
Commencement 25 August 1973.
SuppL fbd. Off. Gaz. 64 No.59 (22 Dec. 1977) A317-A318

The Decree dissolves the former Statutory Corporation known as the Gasklya Cor­
poration with effect from 25th August 1973 and vests all Its assets and liabilities in 
a successor company known as the Gasklya Corporation Limited from that date.

72 Supreme Court (Amendment) Decree No.72 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 64 No.60 (22 Dec. 1977) A319 
Commencement 22 December 1977.
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13 Nigerian Shippers' Council Decree No.13 1978.
Commencement 1 January 1977.
Suppl Fled. Off. Gaz. 65 No.33 (27 June 1978) A91-A96

The Decree amends the Merchant Shipping Act 1962 No.30 to prohibit the trading 
In or from Nigerian waters of foreign ships which are more than 15 years old and 
also provides for the imposition of a fine of N20.000 on any person contravening 
its provisions.

News Agency of Nigeria (Amendment) Decree No.10 1978.
Commencement 1 June 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No.26 (8 June 978) A85

The Decree disestablishes the Council of TYustees of the News Agency of Nigeria 
and repeals certain provisions of the News Agency of Nigeria Decree 1977 No. 19 
relating thereto.

Supplementary Appropriation (1976*77) Decree No.11 1978.
Commencement 31 May 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No.26 (8 June 1978) A87-A88

The Decree further Increases the amount mentioned in Section 1 of the Appro­
priation Decree 1976 by N 19,556,790 and provides that the additional amount 
shall be appropriated as specified in the Schedule to the Decree.

Newspaper (Prohibition of Circulation (Validation) Decree No. 12 
1978.
Commencement 14 June 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No.29 (29 June 1978) A89-A90

The Decree validates the prohibition ■ of circulation of certain Issues of the 
"Newbreed" Newspaper published by the Newbreed Organization Limited. It also 
provides for the indemnification of persons affected by the prohibition and the 
forfeiture to the Federal Military Government of all Impounded copies.

The Decree establishes the Nigerian Shippers' Council to provide a forum for the 
protection of the interest of shippers In matters affecting the shipment of Imports 
and exports to and from Nigeria and to advise the Federal Government on matters 
relating to freight rates, terms of shipment, port charges and facilities and gener­
ally on the problems of the shipping industry in Nigeria.

14 Customs and Excise Management (Amendment) Decree No. 14 1978.
Commencement 12 July 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No.33 (27 July 1978) A97-A98

The Decree amends the Customs and Excise Management Act 1958 No.55 to au­
thorise, subject to the Federal Attorney-General's powers relating to prosecutions 
generally, duly qualified legal practitioners in the service of the Department of 
Customs and Excise, with the consent of the Director of that Department, to instl- 
tute In the Federal Revenue Court criminal and other proceedings under the cus- 
toms and excise laws. It also subjects the power of the Board to compound pro­
ceedings to ministerial surveillance.
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Constitution (Basic Provision) (Transitional Measures) Decree No. 
15 1078.
Commencement 24 July 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No.34 (3 Aug. 1978) A99-100

The Decree provides for the appointment of a Military Administrator for each State 
In the Federation to discharge the functions hitherto conferred upon the Military 
Governor of that State. It also makes provision for the appointment of civilian 
Deputy Chairman for the Executive Council of each State.

16 Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (Amendment) Decree No. 16 
1978.
Commencement 24 July 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No.34 (3 Aug. 1978) A101

The Decree amends the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation Decree 1977 
No.33 and provides that the Chairman of the Board of the Corporation would no 
longer be the Commissioner for Petroleum but such suitable person as may be ap­
pointed from time to time to serve as a part-time Chairman.

17 Statutory Corporations Service Commission (Dissolution) Decree 
No.17 1978.
Commencement 22 August 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No.35 (10 Aug. 1978) A1-3-A105

The Decree dissolves the Statutory Corporation Service Commission established 
under a Decree In 1968 No.53; vests all Its function and transfers or assigns ac­
tions or claims by or against the dissolved Commission to the appropriate corpo­
ration. The Decree vests the movable assets of the Commission In the Secretary to 
the Federal Military Government and empowers him to settle all debts of the 
Commission. The Decree also makes provisions with respect to pending proceed­
ings by or against the dissolved Commission.

Corporations StandingTenders Board (Dissolution) Decree No. 18 1978.
Commencement 22 August 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No.35 (10 Aug. 1978) A207-A109

The Decree dissolves the Corporations Standing Tenders Board established under 
a Decree in 1968 No.54 vests all Its functions and transfers or assigns actions or 
claims by or against the dissolved Board to the appropriate Corporation. The De­
cree empowers the Secretary to the Federal Military Government to settle the debts 
of the Board. The Decree also makes provisions with respect to pending proceed­
ings by or against the dissolved Board.

-® National Science and Technology Development Agency (Amendment) 
Decree No.19 1978.
Commencement 17 April. 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No.35 (10 Aug. 1978) Al 11

The Decree amends the National Science and Technology Development Agency 
Decree 1977 No.5 and vests in the Supreme Military Council the Power to appoint 
the Executive Secretary of the Agency.
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the sale of prohibited goods by one month, that is to 31st October 1978.

25

Customs and Excise (Miscellaneous Provisions) (Amendment) Decree 
No.24 1978.
Commencement 28 September 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No.42 (28 Sept. 1978) A125

The Decree amends Subsection (1) of Section 2 of the Customs and Excise 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Decree 1978 No.8 and extends the period of grace for

Labour. (Amendment) Decree No.21 1978.
Commencement 15 August 1978.
SuppL fbd. Off. Gaz. 65 No.36 (17 Aug. 1978) Al 15

The Decree amends the Labour Decree 1974 No.21 to make it obligatory for em­
ployers, upon registration and recognition of a trade union, to operate the check­
off system to cover all employees who are eligible to be members of the union ex­
cept those who contract out of the system in writing.

Trade Unions (Amendment) Decree No.22 1978.
Commencement 3 August 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No.36 (17 Aug. 1978) Al 17-A122.

The Decree amends the Trade Unions Decree 1973 No.31 and, amongst other 
things, provides for the re-organization of the trade unions in Nigeria. It also con­
tains the list of registered and recognised trade unions.

Nigerian Civil Aviation Training Centre (Amendment) Decree No. 20 1978.
Comniencement 1 June 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No.35 (10 Aug. 1978) Al 13-Al 14

The Decree reconstitutes the governing Board of the Nigerian Civil Aviation 
Training Centre and now provides for the Inclusion of a representative of the Nige­
ria Air Force on the Board.

Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria (Enactment) Decree 
No.25 1978.
Commencement 21 September 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No.42 (28 Sept 1978) A127-A254

Constituent Assembly (Dissolution) Decree No.23 1978.
Commencement 21 September 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No.41 (21 Sept.1978) A123

Under this Decree the Constituent Assembly established by the Constituent 
Assembly Decree 1977 No.50 is dissolved. The Decree repealed the Constituent 
Assembly Decree 1977 No.50, the Constituent Assembly (Amendment) (No.2) 
Decree 1977 No.56, and the Constituent Assembly (Special Provisions) Decree 
1977 No.60.



26

27

28

29

Nev Nigeria Salt Company Limited (Take-Over) Decree No.27 1978.
Commencement 20 September 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No.45 (5 Oct 1978) A257-A258

The Decree provides for the complete take-over by the Federal Military Govern­
ment of the shares held In the New Nigeria Salt Company Limited by a certain pri­
vate organization.

Exclusive Economic Zone Decree No.28 1978.
Commencement 2 October 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No.45 (5 Oct 1978) A259-A261

The Decree delimits the Exclusive Economic 7'me of Nigeria, being an area extend­
ing up to 200 nautical miles seawards fro,a the coast of Nigeria. Within this Zone, 
and subject to universally recognised right of other States (Including landlocked 
States), Nigeria would exercise certain sovereign rights especially In relation to the 
conservation or exploitation of the natural resources (minerals, living species, etc.) 
of the seabed, its subsoil and superjacent waters and the right to regulate by law 
the establishment of artificial structures and installations and marine scientific 
research among other things.

Merchant Shipping (Amendment) (No.2) Decree No.29 1978.
Commencement 13 August 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No.45 (5 Oct 1978) A263

By virtue of the amendment made by the Decree In Section 2 of the Merchant 
Shipping (Amendment) Decree 1978 No.9, the prohibition of foreign ships trading 
In or from Nigerian waters will no longer become effective from 13th August 1978 
but such later date as may be appointed by the Federal Commissioner for Trans­
port.
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The Decree provides enactment of the Constitution for Nigeria, and whenever It 
may hereafter be necessary for the Constitution to be printed It shall be lawful for 
the Federal Government Printer to omit all parts of this Decree apart from the 
Schedule and the Constitution as so printed shall have the force of law notwith­
standing the omission. The Constitution is supreme and Its provisions shall have 
binding force on all authorities and persons throughout the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria. The Federal Republic of Nigeria shall not be governed, nor shall any per­
son or group of persons take control of the Government of Nigeria or any part 
thereof, except In accordance with the provisions of this Constitution. Nigeria Is 
one indivisible and Indissoluble sovereign State to be known by the name of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria. Also there shall be 19 States in Nigeria, that is to say, 
Anambra. Bauchi, Bendel, Benue, Borno, Cross River, Gongola, Imo, Kaduna, Kano, 
Kwara, Lagos, Niger, Ogun, Ondo, Oyo, Plateau, Rivers and Sokoto.

Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria (Certain
Consequential Repeals) Decree No.26 1978.
Commencement 21 September 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No.42 (21 Sept. 1978) A55-A258

Certain Decrees which constitute Impediments to political activities have been re­
pealed.
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30

31

32

33

34

35 National Provident Fund (Amendment) Decree No.35 1978.
Commencement 29 March 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 65 No. 56 (14 Dec. 1978) A293

Electoral (Amendment) Decree No.32 1978.
Commencement 21 September 1978.

' Suppt Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No.51 (16 Nov. 1978) A281-A287

Legal Aid (Amendment) Decree No.34 1978.
Commencement 24 Nov. 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No.53 (30 Nov. 1978) A291

The External Loans (Rehabilitation. Reconstruction and 
Development) (Amendment) Decree No.30 1978.
Commencement 26 September 1978.
SqppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No.45 (5 Oct 1978) A265

The Decree Increases the ceiling of external borrowings at any one time from one 
billion naira to five billion naira.

Nigerian Press Council Decree No.31 1978.
Commencement 16 November 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 65 No. 51 (16 Nov. 1978) A267-A279

The Decree establishes the Nigerian Press Council to promote high professional 
standards for the Nigerian Press, to register persons for the practice of the pro­
fession of Journalism, to prepare a code of conduct for the guidance of Journalists 
and deal with complaints emanating from members of the public about the con­
duct of the Press, and Journalists In their professional capacity.

The Decree amends the Legal Aid Decree 1978 No. 56 to ensure that of the two rep­
resentatives of the Nigerian Bar Association on the Legal Aid Council one shall be 
the Incumbent General Secretary of that Association.

The Decree amends the River Basins Development Authorities Decree 1976 No.25 
and, enlarges the membership of the Board of the Niger River Basin Development 
Authority by the Inclusion of a representative of Sokoto State Government therein.

The Decree makes sundry amendments to the Electoral Decree 1977 No.73 and. 
amongst other things requires all registered political parties to submit to the Fed­
eral Electoral Commission the names of proposed candidates for all elective of­
fices and for all the five elections, at least 30 days before the first election to be 
held pursuant to the Decree to enable the Commission give its verdict in good time 
as to the eligibility or otherwise of each proposed candidate.

Other changes, such as the prescription of a minimum age of 35 years for 
election as the President or Governor of a State of 30 years for a Senator, have been 
made to reflect the relevant provisions of the new Constitution.

River Basins Development Authority(Amendment)DecreeNo33 1978.
Made at Lagos this 28 day of July 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No.53 (30 Nov. 1978) A289
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The Decree Introduces a scheme subjecting goods to be imported into Nigeria to 
pre-shipment Inspection relative to the quantity and quality and comparative 
pricing of such goods.

Foreign exchange required for payment for such goods would only be 
released by the Central Bank upon Issuance of a clean Report of Findings 
therefore by the overseas inspectors and any such goods imported Into Nigeria 
without a certificate in that behalf may be liable to forfeiture. In addition stiff 
penalties are prescribed for contravention of the Decree.

Weight* and Measures (Amendment) Decree No.37 1978.
Commencement 1 January 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 65 No.59 (29 Dec. 1978) A303-A306

The Decree makes sundry amendments of the Weights and Measures Decree 1974 
No.32 and, amongst other things, empowers Inspectors of weights and measures to 
seal off premises used In contravention of that Decree. It also provides that as from 
1st January 1979 only metric measures would be lawful in Nigeria for the purposes, 
of trade or other commercial transactions.
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The Decree repeals all the Subsections of Section 4 of the National Provident Fund 
Act 1964 No. 17 and, in particular, Subsection (5) thereof (relating to investments in 
Government and other Securities) by the Schedule to the National Provident Fund 
(Amendment) Decree 1976 No.35 shall be deemed never to have been done, and ac­
cordingly, for the words "Section 4 is repealed" in the said schedule, there shall be 
substituted the words "Subsections (1) to (4)" and (6) to (10) of Section 4 are re­
pealed.

Pre-Shlpment Inspection of Imports Decree No.38 1978.
Commencement 1 January 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 65 No.59 (29 Dec. 1978) A295-A302
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(b)

Petroleum Profits Tax (Amendment) Decree No.4 1879.
Commencement 1 April 1975.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.7 (9 Feb. 1979) A9

The Decree amends the Subsection (2) of Section 1 of the Petroleum Profits Tax 
(Amendment) Decree No.55 by repealing all the words beginning from "so however'’ 
to the end of the Subsection.

Public Order Decree No.S 1879.
Commencement 16 February 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.9 (16 Feb. 1979) A11-A19

The Decree repeals all Public Order Laws and Edicts in force In the States In the 
Federation and replaces them with a Federal Decree which, amongst other things - 

(b) charges the Military Administrator with the overall responsibility for 
the conduct of all public assemblies, meetings and processions In 
each State and the police with the day to day control of same; while 
permitting the wearing of uniforms, prohibits the wearing of such 
uniforms if they resemble those used by members of the uniformed
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Decrees 1979
Public Security (Detention of Persons) Decree No.l 1878.
Commencement 8 January 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.2 (11 Jan. 1979) A1-A2

The Decree gives special power to the Chief of Staff Supreme Headquarters or the 
Inspector General of Police as the case may be to detain persons for acts prejudi­
cial to public security.

(b) Such detention order is subject to review at the end of three months.
(c) It also validates detentions made pursuant to the Armed Forces and 

Police (Special Powers) Decree 1967 No.24, as if same was made under 
this Decree.

Military Courts (Special Powers) (Amendment) Decree No.2 1879.
Commencement 21 September 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.2 (11 Jan. 1979) A3

The Decree amends the Military Court (Special Powers) Decree 1977 No.4 as fol­
lows, that is -

In Subsection (1) of Section 1 thereof, by the repeal of the words "In 
time of war or at any time during the continuance of the state of 
emergency in Nigeria" and

(b) by the substitution for the existing Section 9.
Public Holidays Decree No.3 1979.
Commencement 1 January 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.5 (1 Feb. 1979) A5-A7

The Decree repeals all the States’ laws relating to public holidays and makes pro­
vision on a nation-wide basis for the observance of public holidays. New rules have 
been introduced by the Decree for days to be kept as public holidays when they fall 
on the weekend.
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Companies Income Tax (Amendment) Decree No.10 1979.
Commencement 27 July 1977.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.12 (8 March 1979) A53.

sendees or other associations;
Prohibits the formation of quasl-milltary associations by any person 
or body.

Nigerian Educational Research Council (Amendment) Decree No.6107&
Commencement 20 February 1979.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.ll (1 March 1979) A21-A22

The Decree amends Subparagraph (1) of Paragraph 1 of the Schedule to the Nige­
rian Educational Research Council Decree 1972 No.31, and thereby reconstitutes 
the membership of the Nigerian Educational Research Council.

Nigerian Law Reform Commission Decree No.7 1979.
This Decree shall come Into operation on such a day as the Atorney General 
may appoint by order published in the Gazette. Commencement Date March 
11,1979.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.ll (1 March 1979) A23-A29

The Decree sets up a Law Reform Commission for Nigeria to undertake the pro­
gressive development and reform. In consonance with the norms prevailing In 
Nigerian society, of substantive and procedural laws applicable In this country by 
way of codification, elimination of anomalous or obsolete laws and general simpli­
fication of the law, and in accordance with general directions Issued from time to 
time to the Commission by Government

Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria Decree No.8 1979.
Commencement 1 April 1978.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.12 (8 March 1979) A31-A50

The Decree establishes the Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria which, in addi­
tion to providing effective radio broadcasting services on a national scale, will'also 
be responsible for providing external broadcasting services.

For the purposes of effective coverage and variety, the corporation Is divided 
into Zones to be administered by Zonal Boards and each such authority would be 
principally responsible for radio coverage of the Zone although capable also of 
national coverage.

The Decree also provides that any radio broadcasting organization owned by 
a State should confine Itself to coverage of that State only, for the achievement of 
that objective, would be precluded from transmissions at such power as to exceed 
those specified In the D- cree.

Legal Practitioners (Amendment) Decree No.9 1979.
Commencement 1 January 1979.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.12 (8 March 979) A51-A52

The Decree amends the Legal Practitioners Decree 1975 No. 15 and while raising 
the amounts payable as practising fees by various categories of legal practitioners 
also Increases the percentage of the fees to be paid over to the Nigerian Bar Asso­
ciation.

10
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11

12

13

14

15 Electoral (Amendment) Decree No. 15 1970.
Commencement 20 April 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off Gas. 66 No.20 (26 April 1979) A107

Banka (Motor Vehicle Loans) (Miscellaneous Provisions) Decree Na 14 
ism.
Commencement 4 April 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No. 18 (12 April 1979) A105-A106

National Dock Labour Decree No. 13 1970.
Commencement 9 April 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 66 No. 18 (12 April 1979) A93-A104

The Decree establishes the National Dock Labour Board and charges it with re­
sponsibility for the registration of dock labour employers and employees and gen­
erally for securing greater regularity of employment of dock workers and for ensur­
ing that an adequate member of dock workers is available for the efficient perfor­
mance of dock work. The Decree further provides for the training, discipline and 
welfare of dock workers.

Capital Transfer Tax, Decree No. 1070.
Commencement 1 April 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No. 18 (12 April 1979) A57-A91

The Decree makes provision for the imposition of capital transfer tax where Pf°P' 
erty is transferred to any person during his life-time or following upon the death oi 
another person but for such property to attract this tax. its value must not be less 
than Ml00,000. Other provisions thereof relate to exemptions from the tax of 
family houses and of donations made to certain institutions and generally for the 
due administration of the Decree.

Appropriations (1078-70) Decree No.ll 1070.
Commencement 1 April 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No. 17 (5 April 1979) A55-A56

The Decree provides for the issue and appropriation of N6,815,198,810 for the ser­
vices of the Federation for the financial year ending on 31st March 1979.

_______________________________Section I; Main Entry/1879

The Decree amends the Companies Income Tax 1961 No.22 to revoke the 
cal exemption from tax granted on the gains or profits of a company, other than a 
Nigerian Company, engaged in the business of transport by sea or air.

The Decree amends Section 34Aof the Electoral Decree 1977 No.73 as Inserted by 
the Electoral (Amendment) Decree 1978 No.32 for the existing Subsection (6) by 
substituting new Subsection. The Decree provides that:

(a) In default of a candidate duty elected in accordance with Subsection 
5(b) of this Section the Federal Electoral Commission shall within

The Decree prohibits the sale, disposal or parting with possession of a motor ve­
hicle on which a loan from a bank is still outstanding. It also provides that every li­
censing authority shall enter particulars relating to the loan on the register and 
make necessary endorsement on the motor vehicle licence.
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(b)

16
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Pool Betting and Casino Gaming (Prohibition) Decree No. 19 1979.
Commencement 16 April 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.26 (7 June 1979) Al 73-Al 77

The Decree prohibits pools betting and casino gaming or the continued operation 
or the establishment, operation and licensing of any pools betting or casino un­
dertaking in Nigeria. Owners of casino gaming machines are however allowed up to 
31st August 1979 to dispose of such machines , but thereafter any such machine 
found anywhere in Nigeria would be forfeited to the State.

Still penalties are in the Decree for contraventions of its provisions.
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seven days of the result of the election arrange for an election to be 
held in the House of Assembly at which the only candidate shall be the 
candidate who secured the highest number of votes at the election.
One among the remaining candidates who secured a majority of votes 
in the highest number of local government areas in the State. So 
however with a majority of votes where there are more than one 
candidate among in the highest number of Local Government Areas, 
the candidate among them with the highest total of votes cast at the 
election shall be the second candidate; and the person who has a sim­
ple majority of votes cast at such election shall be deemed to have 
been duly elected as Governor of the State.

Bankruptcy Decree No. 16 1979.
Commencement 20 April 1979.
SuppL. Fed. Off. Gaz. 66NO.20 (26 April 1979) Al 09-Al 65

The Decree provides for the procedures to be followed where any person who can­
not pay his debts of a specified amount could be declared bankrupt and disquali­
fies a bankrupt from holding certain elective and other public offices or from prac­
tising any regulated profession (except as an employee).

Other provisions relate to the discharge of bankrupts upon certain 
conditions, duties of trustees in bankruptcy under the surveillance of the courts, 
offences by bankrupts and generally for the due administration of the Decree.

17 National Youth Service Corps (Amendment) Decree No.17 1979.
Commencement 8 May 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66NO.23 (17 May 1979) A167-A170

The Decree amends the National Youth Service Corps Decree 1973 No.24, inter 
alia, to comply with the current policy of the Directorate relating to the call-up of 
members of the Service Corps.

Legal Aid (Amendment) Decree No.18 1979.
Commencement 31 May 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.26 (7 June 1979) A171-A172

The Decree amends the Legal Aid Decree 1976 No.56 to make it clear beyond doubt 
that the offences in respect of which legal aid may be given extend to those speci­
fied under the Penal Code.

19
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The Decree sets up the Southern Africa Relief Fund and a Board of Trustees to 
manage the Fund. It stipulates that donations made to the Fund by individuals or 
by companies shall be tax-deductible.

-Petroleum Profits Tax (Amendment) (No.2) Decree No.24 1979.
Commencement 1 April 1977.
Suppl Fed. Off Gaz. 66NO.29 (28 June 1979) A201-A203

Southern Africa Relief Fund Decree No.22 1979.
Commencement 17 December 1979.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 66No.28 (21 June 1979) A189-A195

Public Complaints Commission (Amendments) Decree No.21 1979.
Commencement 31 May 1979.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No. 27 (14 June 1979) Al 87-Al 88

The Decree makes sundry amendments to the Public Complaints Commission De­
cree 1975 No.31 and, amongst other things, confers immunity from legal process 
on Public Complaints Commissioners In the performance of their official duties.

The Decree establishes the National Institute for Policy and Strategic Studies to 
serve as a centre where representatives drawn from the highest levels in the civil 
service, the military, the universities, the professions, political organizations, 
commerce, and industry and other sectors of our national life could gather by way 
of seminars, workshops and other action-oriented courses, studies and confer­
ences to analyse and exchange views as to long-term national goals. The Institute 
would also provide advanced courses for such persons and award certificates of 
course attendance.

Police (Amendment) Decree No.23 1979.
Commencement 1 April 1979.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 66NO.28 (21 June 1979) A197-A199

The Decree amends the Police Act 1958 (as reprinted by the Police Act (Authority 
to No.41) 1967 among other things to take cognisance of the reorganization of the 
ranks within the Nigeria Police Force following the Udojl Public Service Review 
Commission of 1974.

National Institute for Policy and Strategic Studies, Decree Na 201079.
Commencement 1st January 1979.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No. 27 (14 June 1979) Al 79-Al 86

The Decree makes sundry amendment of the Petroleum Tax Act 1975 No. 15, by 
giving certain incentives by way of reduced taxation to companies prospecting for 
oil In Nigeria. The Decree takes effect retrospectively from 1st April 1977.

25 Pensions (Transfer of Responsibility) (United Kingdom Agreement) 
Decree No.25 1979.
Commencement 1 July 1979.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.29 (28 June 1979JA205-A212
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Electoral (Amendment) Decree No.26 1979.
Commencement 26 June 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66NO.29 (28 June 1970) A213-A214

(1) " ~ __r
lnc°me Tax Act 1961 No.22

The Decree inter alia particularly Introduces the following amendments -
(a) Section 7(4) authorises the Federal Board of Inland Revenue to serve, 

in cases where personal service has proved difficult or impossible 
notices of assessment by posting the notice on the last known 
address of the company or as a last resort by advertising the same in a 
single issue of the Federal Gazette;
Section 7(5) imposes stiff penalties for obstruction or the use of 
violence against any officers of the Board.
Section 8(l)(g) Imposes appropriate tax on Income arising from use of 
the assets of a foreign company where no accounts have been 
rendered but allows a deduction of 45 per centum of such income as 
capital allowance and for other expenses.
Section 9 provides for the imposition of appropriate tax on interest 
accruing to a foreign company from Nigeria. Subsections (6) and (7) 
waive such payment in stipulated cases relating to foreign and 
agricultural loans respectively;
SecUon 40(1) makes it obligatory for every company to file an annual

Companies Income Tax Decree No.28 1979.
Commencement 1 April 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.33 (19 July 1979) A217-A280

The Decree repeals and re-enacts, with sundry amendments the Companies 
1977 * " ---- -2 as amended and generally has effect from 1st April

(2)
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The Decree implements the Agreement concluded between the Federal Military 
Government and the Government of the United Kingdom transferring from Gov­
ernments in Nigeria to the British Government responsibility for the administra­
tion and payment of pensions to certain British subjects who had retired or retire 
from specified public services in Nigeria before 1st July 1979 and, in addition to 
such responsibility, for the award of pensions to those retiring after that date.

The Decree amends the Electoral Decree 1977 No.73 and slightly abridges the pe­
riods specified for taking certain procedural steps in connection with election pe­
titions in order to enable petitions to be disposed of expeditiously and within the 
time limits laid down in Section 117 of the Decree that is -

(a) In the case of election petition relating to the President or Vice
President, not later than one month from the date of the election: and 
In all other cases, not later than two months from the date of the 
relevant election.

Corrupt Practices (Amendment) Decree No.27 1979.
Commencement 6 July 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 66 No.32 (12 July 1979) A215

The Decree amends the Corrupt Practices Decree 1975 No.38 to provide that appli­
cations to commence trials under section 20 of the Decree are to be supported by 
proofs of evidence to be adduced at the trial rather than affidavits.
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National Library (Amendment) Decree No.29 1979.
Commencement 12 July 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.33 (19 July 1979) A281-A282

The Decree amends the National Library Decree 1970 No.29 by prescribing a three 
year tenure of office for every member of the board who is not an ex-officio mem­
ber.

Commodity Board (Amendment) Decree No.30 1979.
Commencement 1 April 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.33 (19 July 1979) A283-A285

The Decree amends the Commodity Boards Decree 1977 No.29 to confer on the re­
spective Commodity Boards exclusive right to the export of the processed and 
semi-processed products of their relevant commodities. The principal Decree had 
earlier conferred on the respective Boards exclusive right to the export of their rel­
evant raw materials. It also dissolves the Nigerian Tuber and Root Crops Board 
and transfers its assets to the National Root Crops Production Company.

The Decree further vests the accumulated pensions funds of the defunct 
States Marketing Boards in the Federal Government, which now assumes respon­
sibility for payment of the pensions of the former employees of those bodies.

31 Nigerian Livestock and Meat Authority(Repeal etc.) Decree No.31197B.
Commencement 1 February 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.33 (19 July 1979) A287-A288

The Decree repeals the Nigerian Livestock and Meat Authority Decree 1971 No.42 
and transfers the assets and liabilities of the Nigerian Livestock and Meat Author­
ity to the National Livestock Production Company.

32 Electoral (Amendment) (No.3) Decree No.32 1979.
Commencement 23 July 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.34 (23 July 1979) A289-A290

audited account under that Section.
Section 40(4) makes it obligatory for every company to submit 
provisional accounts within three months of the end of its accounting 
year.
Section 50(1) and 56(1) provides for the reduction from 30 days to 15 
days the time within which a company may object to an assessment or 
lodge an appeal against an assessment to the body of Appeal 
Commissioners respectively;
Section 55 stipulates the procedure for enforcement after the body of 
Appeal Commissioners has delivered its Judgement;
Section 56 provides that appeals from the decision of the body of 
Appeal Commissioners to the Federal Revenue Court shall be by way 
of case stated and shall relate strictly to points of law.
Section 58(4) compels every company which has submitted 
provisional accounts to pay appropriate tax thereon within 30 days of 
submission.

(3) The Companies Income Tax Act 1961 as amended shall cease to have effect 
with respect to tax on Income or profits of companies for all years of assessment 
beginning after the 31st day of March 1977.
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The Decree amends the Electoral Decree 1977 No.73 to provide that in the case of a 
run-off election relative to the President, all persons elected to the National 
Assembly and State Assemblies shall be constituted into electoral colleges to elect 
one of the two most successful candidates as President while in the case of a Gov­
ernor, the persons elected to the House of Assembly of the State concerned shall 
similarly be constituted into an electoral college for the run-off election.

33 Federal Polytechnics Decree No.33 1970.
Commencement 25 July 1979.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.35 (26 July 1979) A291-A304

The Decree sets up six Federal Polytechnics in various parts of the country to pro­
vide full-time and part-time courses in technology, applied science, management, 
and other fields of study.

The Decree also makes ancillary provisions with respect to the composition 
and membership of Governing Council of each polytechnic, the appointment of the 
Rector, and other staff, students' discipline and supplemental matters.

The Decree also repeals the Yaba College of Technology Decree 1969 No.23, 
as amended and vests the assets of the dissolved Yaba College of Technology in 
the Federal Polytechnic Yaba.

National Sports Commission (Amendment) Decree No.34 1979
Commencement 25 July 1979.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.35 (26 July 1979) A305-A308

The Decree makes sundry amendments to the National Sports Commission Decree 
1<v” "* " ‘ and amongst other things -

reduces the membership of the Commission from 54 to 30 and 
abolishes the Executive Committee of the Commission.
disestablishes the National Stadia Management Board and transfers 
its responsibilities to the Commission;
designates the Director of Sports as the Chief Executive of the 
Commission.

Chief Judge of the Rivers State (Extension of Period of Office)
(Amendment) Decree No.35 1979.
Commencement 25 August 1978.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.35 (26 July 1979) A309.

The Decree provides for the extension of period of office of the Chief Judge of the 
Rivers State for further period of a year.

Certain Judicial Office (Extension of Period of Office) Decree No.36 1979. 
Commencement 3 October 1978.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.35 (26 July 1979) A311

The Decree provides for the extension of a period of office of Mr. Justice Thomas 
Sheteolu Gomes by one year beyond the mandatory retirement age.

37 Certain Judicial Office (Extension of Period of Office) (No.2) Decree 
No.37 1979.
Commencement 17 November 1978.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.35 (26 July 1979) A313
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The Decree provides for the extension of period of office of Mr. Justice Joseph 
Chuma Phllebosie by one year beyond the mandatory retirement age.

Appropriation Decree No.38 1979.
Commencement 1 April 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.36 (2 Aug. 1979) A315-A316

This Decree-authorises the Accountant-General of the Federation when he re­
ceives warrants signed by the Federal Commissioner for Finance to pay out the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federation during the year ending 31st March 
1980, the sums specified by the warrants, not exceeding in the. aggregate 
N8,805,262,310. The amount shall be appropriated to heads of expenditure as 
indicated in the Schedule to this Decree.

Births and Deaths (Compulsory Registration) Decree No.39 1979.
Commencement 1 September 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66NO.37 (9 Aug. 1979) A317-A323

The Decree makes it compulsory for every birth and death occurring as from 1st 
September 1979 to be registered in accordance with this Decree and as supple­
mented by existing laws. It makes provision for the appointment of a Registrar- 
General to whom all returns relating to births and deaths in Nigeria (and in the 
case of Nigerians abroad by our diplomatic missions) shall be made from time to 
time and for other sundry matters for the due administration thereof. Penalties are 
provided for in the Decree for failure of any person responsible therefore in regis­
tering a birth or a death.

Industrial Promotion Decree No.40 1979.
Commencement 3 August 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. 66 No. 37 (9 Aug. 1979) A325-A329

The Decree provides that goods the importation of which is absolutely prohibited 
by order shall remain prohibited for a period of eight years from the operative date 
of such order so as to encourage the manufacture of such goods in Nigeria, and 
where already manufactured to facilitate expansion of production thereof, not only 
to satisfy domestic demand but also for export. The Decree makes it obligatory for 
manufacturers to ensure that the qualify of the goods concerned is not below the 
highest standards available outside Nigeria while machinery is devised in the De­
cree to ensure competitive pricing of any such goods.

41 Supreme Court (Amendment) Decree No.41 1979
Commencement 30 July 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.37 (9 Aug. 1979) A331

Under this Decree Section 3(1) of the Supreme Court Act 1960 No. 12 (as substi­
tuted by the Adaptation of Laws (Federal Provisions) order 1960 No. 12 and subse­
quently amended by the Justices of the Supreme Court Act 1964 No.4 and the 
Supreme Court (Amendment) Decree 1977 No.72 which provides that the number 
of Justices of the Supreme Court apart from the Chief Justice of Nigeria shall be 
ten is hereby further amended by the substitution for the word "ten” of the word 
"twelve”.
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47 Nigerian National Heroes Register Decree No.47 1979.
Commencement 10 August 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66NO.38 (16 Aug. 1979) A359-A361
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National Youth Service Corps (Amendment) (Noi) Demes No. 42 33/1- 
Commencement 8 May 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.37 (9 Aug. 1979) A333-A334

The Decree further amends the National Youth Service Corps Decree 1973 No.24 to 
make It clear that the removal of the age requirement for compulsory service in tn 
Youth Corps was effective from 1st July 1977 and not January 1977.

Nigerian Institute of International Affaire (Amendment) Decree
No.43 1979.
Commencement 3 August 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.37 (9 Aug. 1979) A335

The Decree repeals paragraph (c) of Section 2 of the Nigerian Institute of Interna­
tional Affairs Decree 1971 No.35 (which relates to the power of the Institute to 
establish branches of the Institute in Nigeria).

44 Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (Amendment) Decree No.44 1979.
Commencement 1 October 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.37 (9 Aug. 1979) A337-A338

The Decree amends the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation Decree 1977 
No.33 (as amended by the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (Amendment) 
Decree 1978 No. 16 and amongst other things, provides for the appointment of an 
alternate Chairman for the Corporation to whom the Commissioner may from time 
to time delegate his powers.

Diplomatic Immunities and Privileges (Amendment) Decree No.451979.
Commencement 3 August 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.37 (9 Aug. 1979) A339-A340

The Decree extends the application of the Diplomatic Immunities and Privileges 
Act 1962 No. 42 to include national liberation movements and enables the Com­
missioner for External Affairs to make an order the effect of which will grant Im­
munities and privileges to those movements affected by such order and their rep­
resentatives in Nigeria.

Kainji Lake National Park Decree No.46 1979.
Commencement 30 July 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.37 (9 Aug. 1979) A341-A357

The Decree establishes the Kainji Lake National Park as well as a Management 
Board for the purpose of the control and management of the Park.

The Decree also makes other provisions for the protection of objects of 
aesthetic and historic interest and the conservation and protection of the 
vegetation and the wildlife within the Park and makes incidental provisions for the 
effective operation of the Decree.
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Sales ,by Auction Decree No.SO 1979.
Commencement 10 August 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.38 (16 Aug. 1979) A367-A368

The Decree amends the Sales by Auction laws applicable In various States of 
Nigeria and, amongst other things. Axes new rates of commission on sales carried 
out by auctioneers and provides that advertisement and other pre-auction ex­
penses shall be bome by auctioneers.

National Civic Registration Decree No.51 1979.
Commencement 1 September 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66NO.39 (23 Aug. 1979) A369-A384

The Decree Introduces a system of National Civil Registration for every Nigerian 
citizen of or above' the age of 18 years and specifies the procedure to be followed on 
application for such registration.

National Eye Centre Decree No.52
Commencement 20 August 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.39 (23 Aug. 1979) A385-A396

The Decree establishes the National Eye Centre which shall be a hospital special­
ising in ophthalmology for the prevention and cure of the eye defects and diseases 
and the prevention of blindness.

The Decree creates offences and prescribes penalties for those offences and 
further makes ancillary provisions for the effective operation of the Scheme.

52

The Decree provides for the establishment of the Nigerian National Heroes Regis­
ter in which shall be permanently inscribed the names of Nigerians (alive or dead) 
deserving of a place of honour in our national history.

Federal Mortgage Bank of Nigeria (Amendment) Decree No.48 1979.
Commencement 10 August 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.38 (16 Aug. 1979) A363

Consequent upon the acquisition by the Central Bank of 40 percent equity shares 
in the Federal Mortgage Bank, the Decree amends the Federal Mortgage Bank of 
Nigeria Decree 1977 No.7 to increase the representation of the Central Bank on the 
Board of the Federal Mortgage Bank

Federal Loans Board (Repeal) Decree No.49 1979.
Commencement 10 August 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.38 (16 Aug. 1979) A365

Under this Decree Section 6 of the Interpretation Act 1964 No. 1 the Federal Loans 
Board Act 1961 No.59 (formerly entitled the Industrial Loans (Lagos and Federa­
tion) Act) is hereby repealed and the Industrial Loans (Lagos and Federation) 
(Amendment) Act 1958 No.51 and Industrial Loans (Lagos and Federation) 
(Change of Title) Act 1961 No.59 are consequentially repealed.
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58 Acquisition of Assets (British Petroleum Company Limited) Decree 
No.56 1979.
Commencement 1 August 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66NO.41 (31 Aug. 1979) A4U-A413

The Decree provides for the transfer of all the shares held by the 
company referred to as the British Petroleum Company in BP NigeriaAhnited an 
all Interests appertaining thereto in the Shell-BP Petroleum Developm 
pany of Nigeria Limited to the Nigerian National Petroleum CorporaUon. The.L 
poratlon will pay compensation for the shares so acquired in accordance with tne 
formulas lald-down in the Decree.
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The Decree also establishes a Board which will be the governing body of the Centre 
and an Education Committee which will have responsibility for the Centre's 
academic affairs.

Nigerian National Merit Award Decree No.53 1979.
Commencement 23 June 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.39 (23 Aug. 1979) A397-A401

The Decree institutes a national prize of the highest order to be known as the 
Nigerian National Merit Award, which would normally be made annually to citizens 
of Nigeria for Intellectual and academic attainments and who have made valuable 
contributions to national endeavour in the field of science, technology, medicine, 
the humanities or arts and culture and any other field of human endeavour recog­
nised for that purpose.

The scheme would be administered by an independent Board of Trustees, 
while the Endowment Fund from which prizes (of not less than Ml0,000 each) 
would be paid, and would be derived from Government, philanthropic organization 
and contributions from private individuals.

Employees Housing Schemes (Special Provisions) Decree No. 54 la At 
Commencement 20 August 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.39 (23 Aug. 1979) A403-A408

The Decree makes It obligatory for every employer of labour so designated by order 
to establish, execute and maintain a housing scheme for its employees in every 
State or part thereof, where its establishment is not less than 500 employees. The 
Federal Commissioner for labour, Youth and Sports is empowered by the Decree to 
extend the scheme to undertakings with less than 500 employees and to grant ex­
emptions where the circumstances so warrant.

Stiff penalties are provided in the Decree for any contraventions thereof by 
any designated employer, while sundry administrative and other measures are 
made in the other provisions therein for the due implementation of the scheme.

55 Legal Aid (Amendment) (No.2) Decree No.55 1979.
Commencement 2 May 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.39 (23 Aug. 1979) A409-A410

The Decree amends the Legal Aid Decree 1976 No.56 to provide that service in the 
Legal Aid Council shall be. approved service for the purposes of the grant of pen­sions.
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Nigerian Film Corporation Decree No.61 1979.
Commencement 20 Sept. 1979.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.44 (20 Sept. 1979) A429-A435

The Decree establishes a body to be known as the Nigerian Film Corporation 
charged with responsibility for the development of the film Industry In Nigeria. 
Amongst other functions, the Corporation Is empowered to produce films both for 
domestic consumption and for export and to encourage local talents by way of fi­
nancial and other support and training.

Statistics (Amendment) Decree No.57 1979.
Commencement 30 August 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.42 (6 Sept. 1979) A415-A416

The Decree amends the Statistics Act 1958 No. 193 and makes it an offence for any 
person who falls to furnish Information, estimates and returns when required to do 
so by the Director of Statistics.

Nigerian Institute of Social and Economic Research (Amendment) 
Decree No.58 1979.
Commencement 30 August 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.42 (6 Sept 1979) A417

The Decree amends the Nigerian Institute of Social and Economic Research De­
cree 1977 No.70 to enhance the power of the Commissioner for Economic Devel­
opment to give directions to the governing Council of the Institute.

Federal Court of Appeal (Amendment) Decree No.59 1979 
Commencement 31 August 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.42 (6 Sept. 1979) A419.

The Decree amends paragraph (b) of Subsection (2) of Section 25 of the Federal 
Court of Appeal Decree 1976 No.43, and provides that the period for giving notice of 
appeal or notice of application for leave to appeal in an appeal In a criminal cause 
or matter shall, be "ninety" instead of "thirty".

National Steel Council Decree No.60 1979.
Commencement 18 September 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.44 (20 Sept. 1979) A421-A428

The Decree establishes the National Steel Council charged with responsibility for 
the Central Planning of the Iron and steel Industry, exploration (in collaboration 
with other federal authorities) for Iron ore and related minerals required by that 
Industry, research and development relating thereto and generally for advising the 
Federal Government on formulation of national policy concerning the iron and 
steel Industry,

In addition, the Decree dissolves the Nigerian Steel Development Authority 
established by Decree No. 19 of 1971 and provides for its assets and liabilities to be 
shared between this Council and the Federal Government-owned iron ore mining 
company and the iron and steel still plants.

61
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Energy Commission of Nigeria Decree No.62 1970.
Commencement 14 September 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.44 (20 Sept 1979) A437-A440

The Decree establishes the Energy Commission of Nigeria and charges it with re­
sponsibility for co-ordinating and general surveillance over the systematic devel­
opment of the various energy resources of Nigeria.

Local Loans (Registered Stock and Securities) (Amendment) Decree 
No. S3 1979.
Commencement 1 June 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.44 (20 Sept 1979) A441

The Decree changes the title of the Chief Accountant of the Central Bank to the Di­
rector of Domestic Operations to reflect the correct designation following the re­
structuring of the departments of the Bank.

64 National Electric Power Authority (Amendment) Decree No.64 1979.
Commencement 18 September 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.44 (20 Sept. 1979) A443

Under this Decree Part I of Schedule 1 of the National Electric Power Authority De­
cree 1972 No.24 (which deals with membership of the Board), as amended by the 
National Electric Power Authority (Amendment) Decree 1977, No.35 is further 
amended by deleting paragraph 2 and substitutes a new paragraph.

The Decree provides that the Board shall consist of a Chairman appointed

a representative of the Federal Ministry of Economic Development; 
the Director, Electrical Inspectorate Services, Ministry of Mines and 
Power;
the General Manager of the Authority, 
seven other persons appointed by the Federal Executive Council.

National Honours (Amendment) Decree No.65 1979.
Commencement 14 September 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.44 (20 Sept. 1979) A445

The Decree transfers to the Nigeria Police Council the power to approve the award 
of police medals pursuant to the National Honours Act 1964 No. 5.

66 Ports Decongestion Committee Decree No.66 1979.
Commencement 24 January 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.46 (27 Sept 1979) A447-A450.

The Decree establishes an Interim Ports Decongestion Committee for the purpose, 
Inter alia, of clearing transit sheds and Government ware-houses located in Nige­
rian sea ports, international airports and one customs border station of prohibited 
goods, goods under licence and overtime and abandoned goods.

67 National Medical College Decree No.67 1979.
Commencement 24 September 1979.
SuppL Fed. OJff. Gaz. 66 No.46 (27 Sept. 1979) A451-A457

1972 No.24 (which deals with membership of the Board),

amended by deleting paragraph 2 and substitutes a new paragraph.

by the Federal Executive Council, other members are
(a)
(b)
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The Decree establishes a National Medical College and charges it with responsi­
bility for the conduct of professional post-graduate examination of candidates in 
the various specialised branches of medicine, surgeiy, obstetrics, and gynaecology, 
and dental surgeiy. The College is to consist of a Governing Board, which will be 
the governing body of the College; a Senate, which will have responsibility for the 
College's academic affairs, and Faculty Boards, which shall have responsibility for 
the conduct of examinations.

Medical and Dental Practitioners (Amendment) Decree No.68 1979.
Commencement 24 Septemberl979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Coz. 66 No.46 (27 Sept. 1979) A459-A461

The Decree amends the Medical and Dental Practitioners Act 1963 No.9, to provide 
for the enlargement of the membership of the Nigeria Medical Council and to en­
able that Council among other things to maintain a separate register for consul­
tants. The Act Is also amended to enlarge the disciplinary powers of the Medical 
and Dental Practitioners' Disciplinary Tribunal to Include power to suspend or 
admonish an erring medical or dental practitioner.

69 Centre for Black and African Arts and Civilization Decree No. 69 1979.
Commencement 24 September 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.46 (27 Sept. 1979) A463-A468

The Decree establishes the Centre for Black and African Arts and Civilisation and 
a Board fot the management of the affairs of the Centre. The Centre is charged with 
the general duty of preserving for public use creative work of value emanating from 
the 1977 Second World Black and African Festival of Arts and Culture and similar 
cultural manifestations, past or future.

70 National Office of Industrial Property Decree No.70 1979.
Commencement 24 September 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.46 (27 Sept. 1979) A469-A479

The Decree establishes the National Office of Industrial Property to monitor, on a 
continuing basis, the transfer of foreign technology to Nigeria. For this purpose, 
the National Office is empowered to scrutinise every contract or agreement relat­
ing to transfer of technology before registration thereof.

Penalties are provided for In the Decree for any contravention of its 
provisions, while foreign exchange will not be released in respect of any contract 
or agreement which is not so registered.

Securities and Exchange Commission Decree No.71 1979.
Commencement 1 April 1978.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.46 (27 Sept. 1979) A481-A486

The Decree establishes the Security and Exchange Commission and vests it with 
the functions, among other things, of determining the price at which the initial se­
curities of a company are to be sold to the public, the timing and amount of any 
subsequent Issues, registration of all securities proposed to be offered for sale to 
the public and generally maintaining a surveillance over the securities market.

72 Nigerian Export Promotion Council (Amendment) Decree No.72 1979.
Commencement 24 September 1979.
Supjil. Fed. Off. Gaz. 66 No.46 (27 Sept. 1979) A487-A490



(C)

73

75

77

the reconstitution of membership of the Council:
the appointment of a Director and other employees of the Council and 
the provision of pensions In respect of their service: and 
the establishment of Export Committees in the States in the 
Federation to assist the Council in promoting exportation of the 
principal export products of the State concerned.

Kaduna Polytechnic Decree No.73 1979.
Commencement 28 September 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept. 1979) A491-A496

The Decree repeals and re-enacts the Kaduna Polytechnic Decree 1968 No.28, and 
makes fresh provision for the constitution of a new authority to perform the func­
tions formerly discharged by the dissolved Interim Common Services Agency.

74 University Teaching Hospital(Reconstituti<mofBoaids)DecreeNo.741979.
Commencement 28 Septemberl979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept. 1979) A497-A499

The Decree prescribes a new administrative set up for certain teaching hospitals 
in the Federation controlled by the Government of the Federation and makes mi­
nor consequential amendments to the laws setting up the hospital affected.

Legal Practitioners (Amendment) (No.2) Decree No.75 1979.
Commencement 28 September 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept 1979) A501-A502

The Legal Practitioners Decree 1975 No.15. has provided that the Attomeys-Gen- 
eral in the Federation shall take precedence before all other lawyers In any court 
in Nigeria and the Decree makes it clear that this right to precedence extends to 
the right of the law officers to sit in the Inner bar of courts of law in Nigeria.

76 National Salt Company of Nigeria Limited (Take-Over) Decree No.76 1979.
Commencement 28 September 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept. 1979) A503-A504

The Decree provides for the complete take-over by the Federal Military Govern­
ment of the shares held In the National Salt Company of Nigeria Limited by certain 
private interests and for the abatement of any legal proceedings pending In court 
against that company.

National Commission for Museums and MonumentsDecreeNa.771979.
Commencement 28 September 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept. 1979) A505-A522

The Decree provides for the dissolution of both the Antiquities Commission and 
the Federal Department of Antiquities and their merger to form the National 
Commission of Museums and Monuments. While repealing various enactments 
relating to antiquities, the Decree consolidates most of the provisions thereof and
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The Decree makes sundry amendments to the Nigerian Export Promotion Council 
Decree 1976 No.26, and provides for -

(a) ' ----------------------------- ------------------
(b)
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University of Borin Decree No.81 1979.
Commencement 28 September 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept. 1979) A571-A592

The Decree provides for the establishment and incorporation of the University of 
Ilorin and makes comprehensive provisions for its due administration.

82

University of Maiduguri Decree No.83 1979.
Commencement 28 September 1979.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept. 1979) A615-A636

The Decree provides for the establishment and incorporation of the University of 
Maiduguri and makes comprehensive provisions for its due administration.

University of Jos Decree No.82 1979.
Commencement 28 September 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept. 1979) A593-A614

The Decree provides for the establishment and incorporation of the University of 
Jos and makes comprehensive provisions for its due administration.

83

University of Calabar Decree No.80 1979.
Commencement 28 September 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept. 1979) A549-A570

The Decree provides for the establishment and incorporation of the University of 
Calabar and makes comprehensive provisions for its due administration.

81
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makes fresh provisions in connection with the declaration of national monuments. 
The penalties for the destruction are unconsiderably stiffened up.

The procedure to be followed in relation to the exportation of antiquities is 
also spelt out in the Decree.

Bayero University Decree No.79 1979.
Commencement 28 September 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept 19791A527-A548

The Decree provides for the establishment and Incorporation of the Bayero Uni­
versity and makes comprehensive provisions for Its due administration.

80

Industrial Arbitration Tribunal (Variation of Certain Award) Decree 
No.78 1979.
Commencement 1 April 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept. 1979) A523-A525

The Decree varies the award made by the Industrial Arbitration Tribunal in respect 
of a trade dispute which arose between the management of Nigeria Airways 
Limited and the Airline Pilots Association of Nigeria and substitutes new salary 
scales and related conditions of service. However, affected employees who had 
been on higher salary scale previously would continue to earn same on a personal 
basis.
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University of Port Harcourt Decree No.84 1979.
Commencement 28 September 1979.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept. 1979) A637-A658

The Decree provides for the establishment and incorporation of the University of 
Port Harcourt and makes comprehensive provisions for its due administration.

University of Sokoto Decree No.85 1979.
Commencement 28 September 1979.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept 1979) A659-A680

The Decree provides for the establishment and Incorporation of the University of 
Sokoto and makes comprehensive provisions for Its due administration.

86 Trade Unions (Amendment) Decree No.86 1979.
Commencement 28 September 1979.
Suppl Fted. Off. Gaz. Extra 66 No.48 (29 Sept. 1979) A681-A682

The Decree amends the Trade Unions Decree 1973 No.31 to provide that the right 
of a worker to Join or hold office In a trade union shall henceforth be determined 
only on the basis of a possible conflict of that person's loyalties to either the trade 
union or the management as a result of such membership.

87 River Basins Development Authorities Decree No.87 1979.
Commencement 28 September 1979.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept. 1979) A683-A693

The Decree repeals and consolidates the River Basins Development Authorities 
Decree 1976 No.25, and the Niger Delta Basin Development Authority Decree 1976 
No. 37, and provides for the continuing in being of the 11 statutory corporations 
concerned that is to say -

The Sokoto-Rlma River Basin Development Authority;, 
The Hadejla Jama'are River Basin Development Authority, 
The Chad Basin Development Authority, 
The Upper Benue River Basin Development Authority 
The Lower Benue River Basin Development Authority 
The Cross River Basin Development Authority;
The Anambra Imo River Basin Development Authority;
The Niger River Basin Development Authority
The Ogun-Oshun River Basin Development Authority, 
The Benin-Owena River Basin Developmnt Authority; and 
The Niger Delta Basin Development Authority.

Each Authority is vested with powers to develop and manage within its area 
the projects specified in Section 4 of the Decree.

Banking (Amendment) Decree No.88 1979.
Commencement 28 September 1979.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept. 1979) A695-A700

The Decree amends the Banking Decree 1969 No.l Inter alia to extend the appli­
cation of Its provisions to the operations of merchant banks.
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Nursing and Midwifery (Registration etc.) Decree No.89 1979. 
Commencement 28 September 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept. 1979A701-A719

Hie Decree establishes the Nursing and Midwifery Council of Nigeria for the regis­
tration by one body of nurses and midwives In Nigeria in place of two separate 
ones in the past. The Decree also establishes a State Nursing and Midwifery 
Committee for each State of the Federation.

The Decree provides for a disciplinary tribunal for the discipline or 
admonition of erring members of the profession.

90 Abandoned Properties Decree No.90 1979
Commencement 28 September 1979.
SuppL Fed Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept. 1979) A721-A722

The Decree authorises the Abandoned Properties Implementation Committee set 
up by the Federal Government to sell abandoned properties.

Orthopaedic Hospitals Management Board Decree No.91 1979.
Commencement 28 September 1979.
SuppL Fed Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept. 1979) A723-A734

The Decree establishes a Management Board for the running of the orthopaedic 
hospital established by the Federal Government and provides for their affiliation 
with teaching hospitals mentioned In the Decree.

92 Psychiatric Hospitals Management Board Decree No.92 1979.
Commencement 28 September 1979.
SuppL Fed Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept. 1979) A735-A745

The Decree establishes a Management Board for the running of the psychiatric 
hospitals established by the Federal Government and provides for their affiliation 
with teaching hospitals mentioned. In the Decree.

93 Defence Industries Corporation of Nigeria (Amendment) Decree 
No.93 1979.
Commencement 15 February 1979.
SuppL Fed Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept 1979) A747-A748

The Decree amends Section 3 of the Defence Industries Corporation of Nigeria Act 
1964 No. 14 by substituting Section 3. The Decree provides that the Commissioner 
may appoint a Military officer of the rank of Brigadier or above to be the Director- 
General of the Corporation. The responsibility of the Director-General Is to co­
ordinate, harmonise, and supervise the general planning of defence and allied In­
dustries. He Is to encourage other Industries within the economy to produce for the 
general consumer as well as for the armed forces.
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In lieu of regulations which State Governments are authorised to issue pursuant to 
the land Use Decree 1978 No.5, some of them have made Edicts and the purpose of 
the Decree is to regularise the situation accordingly.

Petroleum Profit* Tax (Amendment) (No.3) Decree No.95 1979.
Commencement Sections 3. 4 and 5 1 April 1977 and other Sections 1 
January 1978.
Sipple. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No. 48 (29 Sept 1979)

The Decree amends the Petroleum Profits Act 1959 No. 15, to extend the effect of its 
provisions to companies engaged In liquified natural gas operations.

Federal Savings Bank (Amendment) Decree No.96 1979.
Commencement 30 November 1977.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept 1979) A757-A759

The Decree amends the Federal Savings Bank Decree 1974 No.38 and substituted 
new Sections for Sections 3, 4 and 5. The Decree provides the establishment com­
position, etc. of the Board of the Bank. The Board is charged with the general duty 
of approving the annual budget of the Bank, recommending to the Commissioner 
any variations In the rate of Interest giving guidelines to the Managing Director etc.

97 Armed Force* (Disciplinary Proceedings) (Special Provisions) Decree 
No.97 1979.
Commencement 29 July 1975.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept. 1979) A761-A762

The Decree enables the appropriate Council to take disciplinary proceedings 
against any person subject to military law irrespective of the institution or con­
templation of criminal proceedings against him in any court on substantially the 
same grounds as that on which he is to be disciplined.

Finance (Miscellaneous Taxation Provisions) Decree No.98 1979.
Commence 1 April 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept 1979) A763-A770

The Decree amends the Income Tax Management Act 1961 No.21, the Income Tax 
(Armed Forces and other Persons) Decree 1972 No. 51 and the Companies Income 
Tax 1979 No. 10 respectively to incorporate the tax measures introduced by, and 
previously to, the 1979-80 budget.

99 Associated Gas Re-Injection Decree No.99 1979.
Commencement 28 September 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept 1979) A771-A772

The Decree provides that notwithstanding the provision of Regulation 42 of the 
Petroleum (Drilling and Production) Regulations 1969, every company producing 
oil and gas in Nigeria, shall not later than 1 April 1980 submit to the Commissioner 
a preliminary programme for:

(a) schemes for the viable utilization of all associated gas produced from 
a field or groups of fields;
project or projects to re-inject all gas produced in association with oil
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104 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria (Amendment) Decree 
No.104 1970.
Commencement Section 1-10 1 October 1979; and others 28 September 
1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept. 1979) A811-A821.

103 Armed Forces Pensions Decree No.103 1979.
Commencement 1 April 1974.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept. 1979) A795-A810

The Decree consolidates all enactments dealing with pensions, war pensions and 
disability benefits and gratuities for members of the armed forces of the Federa­
tion. The provisions have taken into account the new pensions and gratuities 
scales devised for the armed forces following a similar exercise carried out In rela­
tion to the other arms of the public service by Udoji Public Service Review Com­
mission.

but not utilized In an industrial project. Every company producing oil 
and gas in Nigeria shall submit detailed plans for implementation of 
gas re-injection. Companies engaged in the production of oil or gas 
shall not after 1 January 1984 flare gas produced in association with 
oil without the permission In writing of the Commissioner.

100 Supplementary Appropriation (1979-80) Decree No.100 1979.
Commencement 28 September 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept 1979) A773-A774

The Decree Increases the amount specified in Section 1 of the Appropriation De­
cree, 1979 by N2.166,189,120 and provides that the additional amount shall be ap­
propriated as specified In the Schedule to the Decree.

101 The Daily Times of Nigeria Limited (Transfer of Certain Shares) 
Decree No.101 1979.
Commencement 1 September 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept. 1979) A775-A777

The Decree regularises the situation concerning the transfer in 1975 of part of the 
share-holding of certain persons In the Dally Times of Nigeria Limited to the Na­
tional Insurance Corporation of Nigeria and provides for payment therefore by the 
Corporation where this has not been done already.

102 Pensions Decree No.102 1979.
Commencement 1 April 1974
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept. 1979) A779-A794

The Decree consolidates all enactments dealing with pensions, war pensions and 
disability benefits and gratuities for civilian employees of the public service of the 
Federation. The provisions have taken into account the new pensions and gratu­
ities scales devised for public officers by the Udoji Public Service Review Commis­
sion In 1974.
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Certain doubts have arisen as to the meaning or purport of some of the provisions 
of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1979 and the Decree amends 
the Constitution to remedy the situation.

Fresh provisions have also been made, amongst others, In relation to run-off 
elections, Issue of proclamations for convening and dissolution of Assemblies are 
in respect of the exclusive and concurrent legislative lists.

IOS Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria (Certain 
Consequential Repeals, etc.) Decree No. IOS 1979.
Commencement 30 September 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Goz. Extra. 66 No.48 (29 Sept 1979) A823-A826.

Following the promulgation of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 
in September 1978 a number of Decrees which would have been obstructive of free 
political activities were repealed. This Decree completes the exercise by repealing 
certain Decrees made since January 1966 up to date which might not be in conso­
nance with the new Constitution.

The Robbery and Firearms (Special Provisions) Decree 1970 No.47, the 
Counterfeit Currency (Special Provisions) Decree 1974 No.22 and the Regulated 
and other Professions (Miscellaneous Provisions) Decree 1978 have however been 
suitably modified to bring them into line with the Constitution.
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Under this Act Section 4 of the Air Force Act 1964 No.l 1 as amended by Section 2 
of Forces Acts (Amendment) Decree 1976, was substituted by a new Section.

The Act makes provision for the number of persons to constitute the 
membership of the Air Force Council.

Financial Year Act No.2 1980.
Commencement 1 April 1980.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 67 No.36 (31 July 1980) A7

The Act provides for the alteration of the financial year and for the appointment of 
the new period January to December as being the financial year.

Army (Amendment) Act No.4 1980.
Commencement 2 April 1980.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 67 No.36 (31 July 1980) Al 1

Under this Act Subsections (1) and (2) of Section 7 of the Nigerian Army Act 1960 
No. 26 as amended by Section 1 of the Forces Acts (Amendment) Decree 1976 
No. 17, there shall be substituted new Subsections.

The Act makes provision for the number of persons to constitute 
membership of the Army Council.

Air Force (Amendment) Act No.5 1980.
Commencement 2 April 1980.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 67 No.36 (31 July 1980) A13

Navy (Amendment) Act No.6 1980.
Commencement 2 April 1980.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 67 No.36 (31 July 1980) A15

Police Service Commission (Membership) Act No.3 1980
Commencement 2 April 1980.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 67 No.36 (31 July 1980) A9

The Act makes provision for the number of persons to constitute membership of 
the Police Service Commission as required by the Constitution of the Federal Re­
public of Nigeria.

Under this Act Section 4 of the Navy Act 1964 as amended by Section 2 of the 
Forces Acts (Amendment) Decree 1976 was substituted by a new Section.

National Science and Technology Act, No.l 1980.
Commencement 24 January 1980.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 67No.ll (14 Feb. 1980) A1-A5

The Act makes provision for the dissolution of the National Science and Technol­
ogy Development Agency and the transfer of its functions, staff, assets and liabili­
ties to the Minister of Science and Technology.



7

8 Appropriation Act No.8 1880.
Commencement 30 June 1980.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 67 No.36 (31 July 1980) A19-A20

The Act authorises the issue out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federa­
tion of Nine billion, forty-one million, two hundred and seventy-nine thousand 
naira (N9,041,279,000) for the service of the Federation in respect of the financial 
year commencing on 1st April and ending on 31st December 1980.
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The Act makes provision for the number of persons to constitute membership of 
the Navy Board.

Supplementary Appropriation (1979-1980) Act No.7 1980.
Commencement 2 April 1980.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 67 No.36 (31 July 1980) A17-A18

The Act authorises the issue out of the Consolidation Revenue Fund of the Federa­
tion of one billion and four hundred and thirty-four million naira (N 1.343,000,000) 
for the purpose of making further provision for the service of the Federation in re­
spect of the financial year ending on the 31st March 1980; and to appropriate that 
sum for the purposes specified in this Act.



Acts 1981
i

2

3

4

6 National Minimum Wage Act No.6 1981.
Commencement 3 September 1981.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 68 No.48 (30 Sept. 1981) A53 A57

Allocation of Revenue (Federation Account, etc.) Act No.l 1981.
Commencement 1 January 1981.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 6 No.6 (3 Feb. 1981) A1-A5

The Act prescribes the basis for distribution of revenue accruing to the Federation 
account between the Federal and State Governments and the Local Government 
Councils in the States; the formula for distribution amongst the States Inter/se; the 
proportion of the total Revenue of each State to be contributed to the State Joint 
Local Government account: and for other purposes connected therewith.

Appropriation Act No.3 1981.
Commencement 8 May 1981.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 68 No.48 (30 Sept. 198DA37-A38

The Act authorises the issue out of (he Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federa­
tion of eight billion, four hundred and thirty million, eight hundred and ninety­
seven thousand, six hundred and seventy naira (M8.430,897,670) for the service of 
the Federation for the period of twelve months commencing on 1st January and 
ending on 31st December, 1981.

Nigerian Council for Management Act No.4 1981.
Commencement 19 August 1981.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra 68 No.48 (30 Sept. 1981) A39-A40

The Act amends Subsection (1) of Section 3 of the Nigerian Council for Manage­
ment Development Act 1976 No.51. and makes provision for reconstitution of the 
Nigerian Council for Management Development.

5

Finance Act No.2 1981.
Commencement 1 April 1980.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 68 No. 15 (20 March 1981) A7-A35

The Act makes provision for the prohibition of certain Imports and exports; for the 
amendment of certain fiscal laws to alter certain customs and excise duties, and 
for purposes No.2 connected therewith.

National Assembly Service Commission Act No.5 1981.
Commencement 19 August 1981.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 68 No.48 (30 Sept. 1981) A41-A52

The Act provides for the establishment of the National Assembly Service Com­
mission and to empower the Commission to appoint the Clerk to the National 
Assembly and other staff of the National Assembly and for purposes connected 
therewith.
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National Insurance Corporation of Nigeria (Amendment) Act No. 10 1S81.
Commencement 1 October 1981.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 69 No.2 (14 Jan. 1982) A67-A68

The Act amends the National Insurance Corporation of Nigeria Decree 1969 No.22, 
and makes provision for reconstitution of membership of the National Insurance 
Corporation of Nigeria.

Nigeria Reinsurance Corporation (Amendment) Act No.11 1981.
Commencement 1 October 1981.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 69 No.2 (14 Jan. 1982) A69

The Act amends the Nigeria Reinsurance Corporation Decree 1977 No.49. The Act 
makes provision for reconstitution of membership of the Nigeria Reinsurance 
Corporation.
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The Act prescribes a national minimum wages for workers and other matters con­
nected therewith.

River Basin Development Authority (Amendment) Act No .7 1981.
Commencement 1 October 1981.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 69 No.2 (14 Jan. 1982) A59-A62

The Act amends the River Basin Development Authority Act 1979 No.87. and 
makes provision for the reconstitution of the membership of the eleven River 
Basins Development Authorities In Nigeria.

Nigerian Shippers' Council (Amendment) Act No.8 1981.
Commencement 1 October 1981.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 69 No.2 (14 Jan. 1981) A63-A64

The Act amends the Nigerian, Shippers’ Council Decree 1978 No. 13, and made 
provision for reconstitution of membership of the Nigerian Shippers' Council.

Securities and Exchange Commission (Amendment) Act No.9 1981.
Commencement 1 October 1981.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 69 No.2 (14 Jan. 1982)

The Act amends the Securities and Exchange Commission Decree 1979 No.71, and 
made provision for reconstitution of membership of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission.



Acts 1982
1

2

3
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7 Federal Court of Appeal (Amendment) Act No.7 1082.
Commencement 15 July 1982.
SuppL Fted. Off. Gaz. Extra. 69 No.38 (11 Aug. 1982) A25-A26
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Act was vetoed.

National Electric Power Authority (Amendment) Act 1982.
Commencement 17 June 1982.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 69 No.38 (11 Aug. 1982) A19

The Act amends the National Electric Power Authority (NEPA) Decree 1972 No.35 
and Decree 1979 No.64, and makes provisions for the reconstitution of the Board of 
Directors of the National Electric Power Authority.

5

Allocation of Revenue (Federation Account, etc.) Act No.l 1982.
Commencement 22 January 1982.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 69 No.8 (18 Feb. 1982) A1-A5

The Act prescribes the basis for distribution of revenue accruing to the Federation 
account between the Federal and State Governments and the Local Government 
Councils in the States; the formula for distribution amongst the States Inter/se, the 
proportion of the total revenue of each State to be contributed to the State Joint 
Local Government Account; and for other purposes connected therewith.

Economic Stabilisation (Temporary Provisions) Act No.2 1982.
Commencement 20 April 1982.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 69 No. 17 (20 April 1982) A7-A8

The Act empowers the President to issue Provisional orders In respect of Customs 
and Excise Duties Import and.Export Prohibition and for other purposes con­
nected therewith.

Appropriation Act No.5 1982.
Commencement 27 April 1982.,
SuppL Fled. Off Gaz. Extra. 69 No.38 (11 Aug. 1982) A21-A22

The Act authorises the issue out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federa­
tion of the six billion, seven hundred and fifty-eight million, one hundred and 
twenty-three thousand, three hundred and sixty naira (N6.758,123,360) for the 
service of the Federation for the period of twelve months commencing on 1st Jan­
uary and ending on 31st December 1982.

8 Nigerian Coal Corporation (Amendment) Act No.6 1982.
Commencement 17 June 1982.
S^ppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 69 No.38 (11 Aug. 1982) A23

The Act amends the Nigerian Coal Corporation Decree 1977 No.38, and makes 
provision for the number of persons to constitute membership of the Nigerian Coal 
Corporation.



8

9

Election Act No.8 1982.
Commencement 5 August 1982.
SuppL Fed. OffGaz. Extra. 69 No. 38 (11 Aug. 1982) A27-A114

The Act regulates the conduct of presidential and gubernatorial elections; elec­
tions to the National Assembly and Houses of Assembly of the States In the Fed­
eration and for other purposes connected therewith.

Creation of States and Boundary Adjustments (Procedure) Act No. 9

Commencement 15 November 1982.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 69 No.58 (18 Nov. 1982) Al 15-A120

The Act regulates the procedure for the creation of new states and boundary ad­
justments and for matters connected therewith.
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The Act amends Section 1.3.4.8,21.31.32 of the "Principal Act" means Federal Court 
of Appeal Decree 1976 and for purposes connected therewith.
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Electoral (Amendment) Act No.5 1983.
Commencement date not stated.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 70 No.29 (9 June 1983) A25-A30

The Act amends Sections 29, 30, 39, 49. 62, 64, 66, 67, 68, 70, 82. 93 and 120 and 
from pp 1 of the Electoral Act 1982 No.8.

National Open University Act No.6 1983.
Commencement 22 July 1983.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 70 No.36 (27 July 1983) A31-A54

The Act provides for the establishment of the National Open University and for Its 
general admission; for the transfer thereto of property held on its behalf of the 
Provisional Council and for other purposes connected therefore.

Energy Commission of Nigeria (Amendment) Act No.l 1983.
Commencement 17 March 1983.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 70 No. 17 (7 April 1983) Al-A3

The Act amends the Energy Commission of Nigeria Act 1979 No.62, and substitutes 
a new Subsection. The Act provides that the Commission shall concern Itself with 
energy sources that is fossil fuel; solar; bio and agro mass; and such other energy 
sources as the President may from time to time determine.

African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights (Ratification and 
Enforcement) Act No.2 1983.
Commencement 17 March 1983.
Supp. Fed. Off. Gaz. 70No.17 (7 Aprill983) A5-A19

The Act enable sefiect to be given in the Federal Republic of Nigeria to the African 
Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights done in Banjul on the 19th day of January 
1981 and for purpose connected therewith.

Industrial Arbitration Tribunal (Variation and Certain Award) 
(Repeat) Act No.3 1983.
Commencement 26 May 1983.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 70 No.321 (30 June 1983) A21

The Act repeals the Industrial Arbitration Tribunal (Variation of Certain Award) 
Decree 1979 No.78 and for purposes connected therewith.

Appropriation Act No.4 1983.
Commencement 26 May 1983.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 170 No.29 (9 June 1983) A23-A24

The Act authorises the issue out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federa­
tion of five billion, five hundred and sixty million, nine hundred and thirty seven 
thousand, eight hundred and fifty naira (N5,560,937,850) for the service of the Fed­
eration for the period of twelve months commencing on 1st January and ending on 
31st December 1983.
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Constitution (Suspension and Modification) Decree No.l 1984 
Commencement 31 December 1983.
SuppL Fted. Off. Gaz. 71 No.8 (13 Feb. 1984) A1-A26

Military Government specifies the principal organs thereof. The Decrw P of 
for the suspension from operation of some of the provisions of the consu 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1979 and modifies the unsuspended pr 
thereof. The sundry provisions are also contained therein relative to B 
succession to property, functions and duties and other transitional matters.

State Security (Detention of Persons) Decree No.2 1984.
Commencement 31 December 1983.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 71 No.8 (13 Feb. 1984) A27-A28

The Decree gives special power to the Chief of Staff. Supreme Headquarters to de 
tain persons for acts prejudicial to State security.

Recovery of Public Property (Special Military Tribunals)DecreeNo.3 1S84. 
Commencement 31 December 1983.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. Extra. 71 No.8 (13 Feb. 1984) A29-A52

The Decree makes provision for the investigation of assets of any public 
who is alleged to have engaged in currupt practices, unjust enrichment oi n 
or any other person or who has abused his office or has in any way been guu y 
breach of the Code of Conduct for Public Officers contained in the Fifth Scneau 
to the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1979. .

If after investigation a prtma facte case could be maintained agalns y 
public officer, then the Head of the Federal Military Government would constitute a 
special military tribunal to try such case. .

A tribunal is empowered to Impose penalties ranging from forfeiture 
unlawfully acquiring assets to life imprisonment. However, any punishment s 
Imposed Is subject to confirmation or reduction by the Supreme Military Council.

A tribunal could also try any other person, not being a public officer, hlmse . 
who has acted as a front or has otherwise been unlawfully enriched by a public officer.

Public Officer. Protection Against False Accusation Dec«eNa41S84
Commencement 29 March 1984.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. Extra. 71 No. 18 (4 April 1984) A53-A68

The Decree makes it an offence for
transmit without Justification any false message, rumour, r P° rovemment or 
culated to bring to ridicule or disrepute the Federa. or any contra-
any public officer, as defined in the Decree. Penalties are impo
vention of the provisions of the Decree and such penalties -



(a)

(b)

5

6

8

Exchange Control Anti-Sabotage Decree No.7 1084.
Commencement 5 April 1984.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 71 No.20 (6 April 1984) A93-A107

The Decree substantially re-enacts a repealed Decree on the same subject matter 
to make special penal provisions with respect to acts subversive of the exchange 
control legislation in force in the country. Stiff penalties are prescribed and provi­
sions are made for the constitution of special tribunals for trial of offenders under 
the Decree, and with respect to ancillary and evidentiary matters.

Recovery of Public Property (Special Military Tribunals) 
(Amendment) Decree No.8 1984.
Commencement 31 December 1983.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 71 No.20 (6 April 1984) A109.

Banking (Freezing of Accounts) Decree No.6 1984.
Commencement 31 December 1983.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 71 No.18 (4 April 1984) A87-A92

The Decree empowers the Head of the Federal Military Government where he sus­
pects or believes that any person has been involved in certain offences including 
bribery and abuse of office, to issue a direction or cause an order to be issued au­
thorising an investigation into the persons account and restricting the operation 
of such accounts subject to such conditions and for such duration as may be pre­
scribed in the direction or other offences are created and penalties imposed for 
such offences and for non-compliance with a direction or an order under the De­
cree. Banks are indemnified against any suit arising out of compliance with an 
order under the Decree.
7
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in the case of an Individual such as a proprietor, publisher, manager 
editor or such similar officers, a term of imprisonment for 2 years 
without the option of a fine;
In the case of a body corporate, the Imposition of a fine of not less 
than NIO.OOO and; in any appropriate case, the forfeiture to the 
Federal Military Government of any equipment of the print or 
electronic media concerned or the proscription of the newspaper or 
periodical offences under the Decree are triable by a military tribunal 
constituted under the Decree for that purpose.

Robbery and Firearms (Special Provisions) Decree No.S 1984.
Commencement 29 March 1984.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 71 No.18 (4 April 1984) A69-A85

The Decree repeals, and re-enacts in a more comprehensive form, the Robbery and 
Firearms (Special Provisions) Act 1970 (as re-designated by the Adaptation of 
Laws (Re-designation of Decrees) order 1980; S.I. 13 of 1980). Consequently, the 
use of police officers and members of the armed forces for apprehension of 
suspected robbers and trial by tribunals have been reinstated.

Other provisions relate to the rules of procedure to be. used during trials, 
confirmation or disallowance of sentences passed by tribunals by Military 
Governments (or in the case of any offence committed within the Federal Capital 
Territory, the Minister), punishment for Illegal possession of firearms and sundry 
matters.
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The Decree amends the Subsection (1) of Section 1 of the Recovery of Public 
(Special Military Tribunals) Decree 1984 No.3.

Political Parties (Dissolution) Decree No.9 1984.
Commencement 31 December 1983.
Suppt Fted. Off. Gaz. Extra.. 71 No.24 (30 April 1984) A111-A129

abilities of the dissolved political parties and associations. r„,r„„mpnt
Only claims in respect of the liabilities of such societies by the Go''ern™er‘‘i 

of the Federation or the Government of a State and govemmental agenctes are  
be entertained under the Decree, and all other liabilities shall be written o , 
debts. The Decree also provides that all Insignia, banners, books papers, 
ments, flags, emblems or other chattels or paraphernalia of the political p 
and other associations are to be forfeited to the Federal Military Goyemmen 
are to be deposited In the National Archives of Nigeria or safe custody and pre 
vatlon provision Is also made. _ „„

The Decree amends the Military Courts (Special Powers) Decree 1984 No. .
to discharge and make void all pending appeals from the decisions of cou 
martial or military courts or other proceedings connected with the decisions 
court smartlal and military courts set up before the commencement of the Millary 
Courts (Special Powers) Decree 1984 under the various enactments specified n 
the Decree establishment of tribunals to try offences under the Decree.

10 Supreme Court (Amendment) Decree No.lO 1984.
Commencement 9 May 1984)
Suppt Fted. Off. Gaz. Extra. 71 No.28 (14 May 1984) A131

The Decree amends the Supreme Court Act 1960 to Increase the number of the 
Justices of the Supreme Court from 12 to 15, a number prescribed by Section 
210(l)(b) of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1979.

11 Forces Acts (Amendment) Decree No.11 1984.
Commencement 9 May 1984.
Suppt Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. .71 No.28 (14 May 1984) A133-A135

The Decree amends the relevant provisions of the three Acts relating to the estab­
lishment of the Nigerian Army, Navy and Air Force to provide for the reconstitution 
of the Army Council Navy Board and Air Force Council.

12 Federal Capital Territory (Applicable Laws) Decree No.12 1984.
Commencement 9 May 1984.
Suppt Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 71 No.28 (14 May 1984) A137-A140

Under this Decree Section 13 of the Federal Capital Territory Act 1976 No.6 pro­
vided that as an Interim measure, the law applying In the States from which the 
Territory was carved would continue to apply until other provisions were made in 
that behalf.

Accordingly, the Decree now specifies the laws to be made applicable In the 
Territory In order to ensure that certainty In law Is the rule of the day In place ol 
the erstwhile near-chaotic situation.
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(a)

15

16

The Appropriation Decree 1984 No.15 (for the period 1st January to 31st Decem­
ber 1984) provides for the Issue from the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Feder­
ation of a total sum of N6,743,853,000 out of which the sum of M6,072,461,420 is for 
Recurrent Expenditure Including Consolidated Revenue Fund Charges, while the 
balance of N671.391.580 Is the Contribution to the Development Fund for Capital 
Projects.

Civil Service CommiMions and Other Statutory Bodies, etc. (Removal 
of Certain Pensions From Office) Decree No.16 1984.
Commencement 31 December 1983.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 71 No.36 (27 June 1984) A147-A149

(b)
(c)
(d)

The Federal Military Government (Supremacy and Enforcement of 
Powers) Decree No.13 1984.
Commencement 17 May 1984.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 17NO.30 (18 April 1984) A141-A144

Appropriation Decree No.15 1984.
Commencement 28 May 1984.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 71 No.32 (31 May 1984) A145-A146.

Section 5(1) of the Constitution (Suspension and Modification) Decree 1984 
No. l)had earlier’affirmed the supremacy of a Decree or, In an appropriate case, an 
Edict over the modified or unsuspended provisions of the 1979 Constitution.

For the avoidance of doubt, the Decree reaffirms that position and 
accordingly, renders null and .void any suit pending before any court of law 
challenging the competence of the Federal or State Military Government to make 
any Decree or Edict.

Recovery of Public Property (Special Military Tribunals) 
(Amendment) (No.2) Decree No. 14 1984.
Commencement 31 December 1983.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 71 No.30 (18 April 1984) A143-A144

The Decree amends the Recovery of Public Property (Special Military Tribunals) 
Decree 1984 No. 3 and 8, as amended -

to create the additional offence of aiding, counselling, procuring or 
conspiring with any other person to commit an offence under the 
Decree;
to render admissible the evidence an offence under the Decree;
to render admissible the evidence of an accomplice and
to empower the tribunals to convict for an offence alternate to that 
charged.
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Also, in order to ensure the federal character of the territory, there is some 
balance in the choice of applicable laws from the northern and southern parts of 
Nigeria. These laws are of course supplementary to Federal enactments applying 
throughout Nigeria. The laws concerned would remain operative in the territory 
until other provisions are made In that behalf, In the course of time, by the Federal 
Military Government.
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This Decree makes provision for the removal from office of certain persons from 
the Civil Service Commissions, statutory bodies and government controlled 
companies.

Public Officers (Special Provisions) Decree No.17 1984.
Commencement 31 December 1983.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 71 No.32 (27 June 1984) A151-A1153

The Decree relates to the on-going removal from the public services of persons 
falling within the categories set out In Section 1 of the Decree. The Institution of 
proceedings In court on account of anything done under the Decree is expressly

Nigerian Institute of Advanced Legal Studies Decree No.18 1984.
Commencement 27 June 1984.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 71 No.32 (27 June 1984) Al 15-Al 64

The Decree establishes an Institute of Advanced Legal Studies t° ^>e responslb^ 
among other things for. the conduct of research Into any branch of law with 
to application of the results in the Interest of the country; providing h ’
supervision, guidance and advice to post graduate students and other rese 
in the field of law and related subjects. . t w

The Institute shall co-operate with Nigerian Universities, the Nigerian La 
Reform Commission; research institutes and such other bodies in N g 
other countries in such research works. ... ,

The Decree also establishes a governing Council to be responsib e for tn 
determination of the overall policies of the Institute and for ensurl g 
implementation of such policies.

Private Universities (Abolition and Prohibition) Decree No.19 1984.
Commencement 9 February 1984.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. Extra. 71 No.32 (27 June 1984) A165-A166

The Decree abolishes all private universities and prohibits the establishment of 
new ones by private persons. It provides for the punishment of any pe 
(including corporate bodies) for contravenUon of its provisions.

20 Special Tribunal (Miscellaneous Offences) Decree No.20 1984
Commencement 31 December 1983.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 71 No.39 (9 July 1984) A167-A185

The Decree creates In Section 3 a battery of miscellaneous offences and prescribes 
stiff penalties for each such offences. It further sets up the Miscellaneous Oltences 
Tribunal for the trial of such offences and lays down the procedure to be tol 
in any prosecution under the Decree.

21 Robbery and Firearms Special Provisions (Amendment) Decree No. 
21 1984
Commencement 31 December 1983.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 71 No.39 (9 July 1984) A187-A188
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The Decree repeals and re-enacts the Counterfeit Currency Special Provisions)

(0

(d)

(2)

(3)

23

24

25 Excise Tariff (Consolidation) Decree No.25 1884.
Commencement 27 July 1984.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 71 No.45 (31 July 1984) A529-A550

Counterfeit Currency Special Provisions Decree No.22 1884.
Commencement 31 December 1983.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 71 No.41 (18 July 1984) A189-A208

(a)
(b)

Customs Tariff (Consolidation) Decree No.24 1884.
Commencement 7 May 1984.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 71 No.45 (31 July 1984) A221-A526

It Introduces new customs tariff duties appropriate to the economic development 
of Nigeria by introducing protective rates of duty for local industries and agricul­
ture. The duties Introduced are not to be modified until after three years thereby 
allowing Industrialists, agriculturists, manufacturers and other importers to make 
accurate assessment of long-term Investment programmes.

Decree 1974 No.22 as amended. It prescribes the death penalty by firing squad for 
any person -

who falsely makes or counterfeits currency;
who unlawfully makes or mends, or is in possession of materials or 
Implements for making the same;
who unlawfully Imports or exports counterfeit currency or materials or 
implements for making the same;
who unlawfully makes enquiries as to obtaining or supplying 
materials for making counterfeit currency;
who buys or sells or deals with counterfeit currency.

Military Court (Special Powers) Decree No.23 1884.
Commencement 20 July 1984.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 71 No.43 (22 July 1984) A209-A219

The Decree re-introduces as the Military Court, the Armed Forces Disciplinary 
Court which was dls-establlshed on 30th September 1979 by the self-repeal on 
that date of the Military Courts (Special Powers) Decree 1977 No.4. The Court has 
exclusive Jurisdiction In respect of offences specified in Section 3 thereto which 
detailed provisions as to the procedure to be followed as contained In Schedules 2 
and 3 thereto.
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The Decree amends the Robbery and Firearms (Special Provisions) Decree 1984 
No. 5 to enable the Solicitor-General of a State where there is no Attorney-General 
to prosecute offences, and also to enable tribunals set up under the provisions of 
the Decree to have Jurisdiction over all armed robbery cases except part-heard 
cases.

(e) who buys or sells or deals with counterfeit currency.
It also prescribes Imprisonment for up to 21 years for various, offences con­

nected with counterfeiting currency.
(3) Trial of offenders under the Decree is by the Currency Offences Tribunal 
established for that purpose.



30 Pre-Shipment Inspection of Imports (Amendments) Decree No. 30 1984.
Commencement 8 October 1984.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 71 No.58 (9 Oct. 1984) A559-A560.

The Decree amends the Pre-Shlpment Inspection of Imports Act 1978 to allow the 
Federal Military Government to appoint more than one company to carry o p 
shipment inspection on goods to be Imported into Nigeria.

31 Special Tribunal (Miscellaneous Offences) (Amendment) Decree 
No.31 1984.
Commencements! December 1983.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 71 No.64 (14 Nov. 1984) A561-A562
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It introduces new excise tariff duties appropriate to the economic development of 
Nigeria by introducing rates of duty for local manufactures. The duties Introduced 
are not to be modified until after three years thereby allowing manufacturers to 
make accurate assessment of long-term investment programmes.

26 Public Holidays (Amendment) Decree No.26 1984.
Commencement 28 August 1984.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 71 No.52 (30 Aug. 1984) A551

The Decree amends the Public Holidays Decree 1979 No.3 to appoint the first day 
of May as a public holiday throughout the Federation.

27 Indian Hemp (Amendment) Decree No.27 1984.
Commencement 31 December 1983.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 71 No.55 (20 Sept. 1984) A553-A554

The Decree amends the Indian Hemp Act 1966 as amended by the Indian Hemp 
(Amendment) Act 1975 to impose more severe penalties for the various offences 
created by the Decree notably, minors convicted of smoking Indian Hemp shall In 
addition to 21 strokes of the cane, be committed to a term in a borstal home or to a 
fine of M200.

28 National Civic Registration (Amendment) Decree No.28 1984.
Commencement 2 October 1984.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. 71 No.57 (4 Oct. 1984) A555-A556

The Decree makes sundry amendments to the National Civic Registration Act 1979 
No.51 among other things, to constitute the Director of the Department as the 
Chief Registrar of the scheme, to Impose a fee of N1.00 for Initial registration and 
M2.00 for replacement of a lost card. The Decree further makes the carrying of 
Identity cards optional but are to be produced on demand. Finally, the Decree re­
duces the registrable age from 18 to 10 years.

29 Minerals Act (Amendment) Decree No.29 1984.
Commencement 8 October 1984.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 71 No.58 (9 Oct. 1984) A557-A558

The Decree adds a new set of precious and semi-precious minerals mined in Nige­
ria to the list of controlled minerals and imposes a royalty of 5% on all controlled 
minerals.
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The Decree Amends the Nigerian Standard Organization Decree 1971 No.56 and 
changes the name of the Nigerian Standards Organization to Standards Organiza­
tion of Nigeria to avoid any possible conflict with the Nigerian Security Organiza­
tion.

'Judicial Officers (Extension of Period of Service) Decree No.35 1984.
Commencement 1 October 1979.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 71 No.73 (31 Dec. 1984) A573-A574

Robbery and Firearms (Special Provisions) (Amendment) (No.2) 
Decree No.33 1984.
Commencement 31 December 1983.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. 71 No.69 (13 Dec. 1984) A565

Nigerian Standards Organisation (Amendment) Decree No.32 1984
Commencement 27 November 1984.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 71 No. 68 (6 Dec. 1984) A563

The Decree extends the period of all Judges appointed under the various enact­
ments repealed by the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1979. The 
Judges who would have been required to retire on the attainment of the age of 62 
years, may now remain In office until they attain the age of 65 years, in keeping 
with the provisions of Section 255(1) of the 1979 Constitution.

The Decree further amends the Robbery and Firearms (Special Provisions) Decree 
1984 No.5 and 21 to authorise the appointment of a serving or retired Judge of any 
High Court or other court of equivalent Jurisdiction (whether or not of the State 
concerned) as Chairman of a Robbery and Firearms Tribunal set up for that State.

Regulated and Other Professions (Private Practice Prohibition) 
Decree No.34 1984.
Commencement 12 December 1984.
SuppL Fed. OJJ. Gaz. Extra. 71 No.7 (19 Dec. 1984) A567-A571

The Decree repeals what is left of the Regulated and Other Professions 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Decree 1978 (popularly known as the "Private Practice" 
Decree), as affected by Schedule 3 to the Constitution of Federal Republic of Nige­
ria (Certain Consequential Repeals) 1979, to permit newly qualified professionals 
to set into private practice if they so desire.

The Decree also re-enacts certain provisions of the repealed Decree to 
continue in force the ban on public officers from engaging in private practice 
.Penalties for breach of the Decree are Imposed.
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The Decree amends the Special Tribunal (Miscellaneous Offences) Decree 1984 
No.20 amongst other things, to make it an offence for any person, without lawful 
authority to import, export or be in possession of the drug known as cocaine and 
also creates additional offence of counselling, procuring or conspiring with any 
other person to commit an offence under the Decree.
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Allocation of Revenue (Federation Account, etc.) (Amendment)
Decree No.36.
Commencement 22 January 1982.
Suppt Fed. Off. Goz. Extra. 71 No.74 (31 Dec. 1984) A575-A577

The Decree amends the Allocation of Revenue (Federation Account, etc.) Act 1982 
No. 1 to set up two separate funds (with sums now transferred from State Govern­
ments allocation) and to empower the Federal Government to administer and ap­
ply in the proportions specified in the Decree, the said funds specifically for solv­
ing ecological problems in any part of Nigeria, and the development of the mineral 
producing areas in Nigeria, respectively.

37 Agricultural and Rural Management Training Institute Decree No. 37

Commencement 1 February 1980.
Suppt Fed. OJf. Gaz. Extra. 71 No.74 (31 Dec. 1984) A579-A586

The Decree establishes a training organization known as the Agricultural Rural 
Management Training Institute to provide amongst other things, detailed identifi­
cation of management training needs in agricultural and rural development orga­
nizations throughout the country, and to develop and Implement training pro­
grammes to meet the need for managers in the agricultural and rural development 
sector of the economy.
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(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

Appropriation Decree No.2 1085.
Commencement 20 February 1985.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 72 No.9 (21 Feb. 1985) A3-A4

The Appropriation Decree 1985 (for the period 1st January to 31st December, 
1985) provides for the Issue from the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federation 
of a total sum of {<6.772,342,679 out of which the sum of N5,473,142,910 is for Re­
current Expenditure Including Consolidated Revenue Fund Charges while the bal­
ance of Ml,299,199,749 Is the contribution to the Development Fund for Capital 
Projects.

National Water Resource* Institute No.3 1985.
Commencement 2 March 1985.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 72 No. 13 (14 March 1985) A5-A11

The Decree establishes an Institute by the name of National Water Resources In­
stitute for the promotion and development of training courses in water resources 
and to advise the Minister on National Water Resources Training needs and pri­
orities. The Institute is also charged with some engineering functions related to 
water resources development as may be required for flood control, river regulation, 
reclamation .drainage and irrigation.

The Institute is to be under a Governing Board consisting of
(a) - ’ " •  ' '

Securities and Exchange Commission (Amendment) Decree No. 1 
1985.
Commencement 30 January 1985.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. No.6 (6 Feb. 1985) A1-A2

The Decree amends the Securities and Exchange Commission Decree 1979 No.71 
to make the Chief Executive of the Commission a member of the Board of Directors 
of the Commission.

a Chairman and 3 other persons one of whom shall be a member of 
the Armed Forces to be appointed by the Head of the Federal Military 
Government;
the Director, Federal Department of Water Resources;
the Director, National Water Resources Institute;
a representative of a university in Nigeria.
a representative of the Federal Ministry of Education Science and 
Technology.

Finance (Miscellaneous Taxation Provisions) Decree No.4 1985.
Commencement 1 January 1985.
Suppl. Fled. Off. Gaz. Extra. 72NO.16 (22 March 1.985) A13-A30

The Decree amends the Income Tax Management 1961 No.21, amongst other 
things, to enable tax to be payable on interest accruing to a foreign company or 
person regardless of whichever way the interest might have accrued; it also stipu­
lates circumstances for which tax is payable to tax authorities in respect of inter­
est, dividend and rents. It also substitutes new tables for capital allowances al­
lowable under the Act.
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Pension Rights of Judges Decree No.S 1985.
Commencement 1 January 1985.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 72 No.21 (24 April 1985) A31-A32

The Decree amends the relevant provisions of the Constitution of the Federal Re­
public of Nigeria 1979 to alter the retirement benefits payable to Judges. In this 
wise. Judges who retire before the erstwhile qualifying period of 15 years, may now 
collect a pension pro rata the period served to the said period of 15 years.

Nigerian Law Reform Commission (Amendment) Decree No.6 1985.
Commencement 31 July 1984.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 72 No.21 (24 April 1985) A33

The Decree amends the Nigerian Law Reform Commission Act 1979 No.7 to remove 
lme Commissioners as members of the Nigerian Law Reform Commission 

die Commission6 fuU'time Commlssloners to form the quorum at any meeting of

Associated Gas Re-injection (Amendment) Decree No.7 1985.
Commencement 1 January 1985.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 72 No.21 (24 April 1985) A35-A36

The Decree amends the Associated Gas Re-Injection Act 1979 No.99 to permit a 
company engaged In the production of oil or gas to continue to flare gas in a par- 
ucular Held or fields on the payment of a sum to be prescribed by the Minister.

Judgemenu of Tribunals (Enforcement, etc.) Decree No.8 1985.
Commencement 31 December 1983.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 72 No.21 (24 April 1985) A37-A41

The Decree makes provision for the enforcement of confirmed Judgements of the 
'unals set up under the specified Decrees. Specifically, the Decree 

Provisions aimed at facilitating the recovery of fines and assets 
pursuant to those Judgements and for that purpose sets up enforcement 

committees to ensure compliance with the orders made In a confirmed Judgement. 
_r  n ure by affected persons and authorities to comply with the requirements 
of a confirmed Judgement is an offence punishable under the Decree.

ersons complying are indemnified against any ensuring claims.

Military Courts (Special Powers) (Amendment) Decree No.9 1985.
Commencement 20 April 1985.
SuppL Fed. O_ff Gaz. Extra. 72 No.21 (24 April 1985) A43-A44

Ihn ?eCr<^ amfnds the Military Courts (Special Powers) Decree 1984 No.23 to dis- 
mtnta and J?3146 void Pending appeals from the decisions of courts martial or 
and Juiu°UrtS °r odler Proceeding connected with the decisions of courts martial

i i t>aT^ c°urts set up before the commencement of the Military Courts 
Decree Wers) Decree 1984 No-23 under the various enactments specified in the
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The Decree also amends the Companies Income Tax Decree 1979 No.28 and pre­
scribes. amongst other things types of transactions for which tax clearance cer­
tificates are applicable and formalises certain tax measures and tax incentives.
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University Teaching Hospitals (Reconstitution of Boards etc.) Decree 
No.10.1985.
Commencement 1 January 1985.
SuppL Fled. Off. Gaz. Extra. 72 No.21 (24 April. 1985) A45-A54

The Decree provides for a uniform administrative structure, composition and 
functions of the management boards of all teaching hospitals controlled by the 
Federal Government as specified in the schedule to the Decree.

The Head of the Federal Military Government may by order published in the 
Gazette increase, vary or delete the hospitals or apply the provisions of the Decree 
to other hospitals that may come under the control of the Federal Military Gov­
ernment. The Decree also provides for the discipline of students and staff of the 
hospitals.

Endangered Species (Control of International Trade and Traffic) 
Decree No.11 1985.
Commencement 20 April 1985.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 72 No. 21 (24 April 1985) A57=A64.

The purpose of the Decree is to enact a law, as required under certain international 
treaties to which Nigeria is a signatory, to give municipal effect to each of those 
treaties and agreements. Accordingly, the Decree provides for the conservation, 
and management of Nigeria's wild life and the protection of some of her endan­
gered species in danger of extinction as a result of over-exploitation. Specifically, 
the Decree absolutely prohibits the killing or trading in animals specified in 
Schedule 1 and restricts the exportation and importation of animals specified in 
Schedule 2 to the Decree.

Penalties are imposed for contravention of the provisions of the Decree.

Minister of the Federal Capital Territory (Delegation of Powers) 
Decree No.12 1985.
Commencement 28 May 1985.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 72 No.26 (17 May 1985) A65-A66

The Decree delegates to the Minister of the Federal Capital Territory all the func­
tions conferred on the Military Governor of a State under the provisions of the en­
actments specified in the Schedule to the Federal Capital Territory (Applicable 
laws) Decree 1984 (No.12): all the powers exercisable by the Chairman of the Fed­
eral Capital Territory Decree 1976 No.6; the powers conferred on the Head of the 
Federal Military Government by Section (11(d)(1) of the Public Officers (Special 
Provisions) Decree 1984 No. 17. The powers delegated under the Decree do not in­
clude constitutional or statutory powers specifically conferred on and exercisable 
by the Supreme Military Council the Advisory Judicial Committee or other Federal 
Government Authority.

Port* Decongestion Decree No.13 1985.
Commencement 29 May 1985.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 72 No.29 (31 May 1985) A67-A70

The Decree establishes a task force for the purpose of clearing seaports, inter­
national airports and customs border stations, prohibited, overtime and aban­
doned goods.

The method of disposal specified in the Decree is by retail or auction sale.
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Statutory Corporation* (Modification, etc.) Decree No. 14 1985.
Commencement 29 May 1985.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 72 No.29 (31 May 1985) A71-A72

The Decree effects a minor reconstitution of the boards of Statutory Corporations 
affected to redesignate the Chief Executive thereof as the Managing Director and to 
make him a full member, but not the Chairman of the Board of the Directors of the 
corporation.

Passport (Miscellaneous Provisions) Decree No. 15 1985.
Commencement 8 August 1985.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 72 No.41 (13 Aug 1985) A73-A75

The Decree, amongst other things, creates certain offences In respect of passports. 
Specifically, It Is now an offence punishable under the Decree for any recom­
mender or guarantor to affix his signature on any application form containing any 
false declaration or Information. It is also an offence punishable under the Decree 
for an allien to possess a Nigerian passport or for any person to unlawfully assist 
an allien to procure or obtain a Nigerian passport.

The Decree permits the Minister responsible for passports to cancel or 
withdraw any passport for specified reasons, Including whenever the public 
Interest Justifies such cancellation or withdrawal.

16 Education (National Minimum Standards and Establishment of
Institutions) Decree No. 16 1985.
Commencement 16 August 1985.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 72 No.41 (13 Aug. 1985) A79-A88

The Decree, amongst other things, deals with the specification of various authori­
ties emopowered to prescribe minimum standards and they are as follows: -
(a) In respect of pre-plrimaiy, primary and teacher education not carried out in 
the Institutions of higher learning, the Minister of Education, Science and Tech­
nology is the authority to prescribe minimum standards.
(b) in respect of technical education, the Minister of Education. Science and 
Technology would, in concert with the National Board for Technical Education, lay 
down the minimum standards while the enforcement of the prescribed standards 
would subsequently be that of the Board;
(c) the National Universities Commission is the medium for laying down mini­
mum standards in respect of the universities and Institutions of higher learning 
but the Commission would only exercise its powers after obtaining prior approval 
therefore through the Minister from the Head of the Federal Military Government.

Penalties are contained In Decree for any contravention of Its provisions. In 
order to ensure compliance with the minimum standards which would be 
prescribed pursuant to the Decree, the appropriate authorities are empowered to 
conduct Inspections of educational Institutions within their Jurisdiction as and 
when they think expedient. The provisions of the Decree would supplement those 
of numerous existing laws both at Federal and State levels relating to educational 
Institutions generally.

Constitution (Suspension and Modification) (Amendment) Decree
No.17 1985
Commencement 27 August 1985.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 72 No. 57 (11 Nov. 1985) A89-A98
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21 National Youth Service Corps (Amendment) Decree No.21 1985.
Commencement 1 August 1985.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 72 No.57 (11 Nov. 1985) Al21-Al22

Public Officers (Protection Against False Accusation) (Repeal, etc.) 
Decree No.20 1985.
Commencement 27 August 1985.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 72 No.57 (12 Nov. 1985) Al 19

The Decree repeals the Public Officers (Protection Against False Accusation) De­
cree 1984 and directs the release of persons Imprisoned or detained under the De­
cree.

Public Order (Amendment) Decree No.19 1985.
Commencement 8 November 1985.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 72 No.57 (11 Nov. 1985) AU7-A118

The Decree revokes the Constitution (Adaption of Public Order Act) Order 1981 In 
order to restore the original provisions of the Public Order Act prior to 1981. Ac­
cordingly, the Military Governor of a State is now empowered after consultation 
with the Police or any other Security agency to issue permits to hold public meet­
ings and assemblies.

The Decree also amend the definition of "public meeting' in Section 12 of the 
Public Order Act 1979 No.5 to make any assembly convened in a public place for 
the propagation of any religion to be subject to regulation and licensing as 
provided in respect of public assemblies under the law. Regular religious services 
customarily conducted in mosques and churches are however exempted from such 
control.

The Decree-amends the Constitution (Suspension and Modification Decree 1984 
No. 1 to reflect the changes brought by the change of government on 27th August 
1985 with respect to the composition of the principal organs of the Federal Military 
Government. The unsuspended provisions of the Constitution of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria 1979 are to continue In operation but these are to have effect 
subject to the provisions of the Decree.

The Decree also amends the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 
1979 to further modify certain unsuspended provisions thereof.

Foreign Currency (Domlcilary Accounts) Decree No.18 1985. 
Commencement 1 October 1985.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 72 No. 57 (11 Nov. 1985) A99-A116.

The Decree authorises persons resident in Nigeria, corporate bodies registered in 
Nigeria, diplomats, foreign diplomatic missions and international organizations to 
Import foreign currency and deposit same In a designated local bank account 
maintained in an approved foreign currency. The Decree came into force on 1st 
October 1985.

Provisions are made for the deposit into, withdrawal from and the general 
operations of the account.

Interest Is payable In respect of moneys deposited in an account under the 
Decree.
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23 Adjustment of Boundaries (Cross River and Imo States) Decree 
No.23 1885.
Commencement 20 November 1985.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 72 No.61 (22 Nov. 1985) A125-A135

The Decree implements certain decisions of the Kaloma All Boundaries Ascer 
talnment Commission In respect of certain disputed areas in the Imo an 
River States. Accordingly, the boundaries of those areas have been adjuste . 
appropriate State Government to administer each area determinedand otner 
ciliary provisions made to ensure peace and order within the disputed areas.

196 Index to the Laws of Nigeria, 1966-1988_________________________
The Decree amends the National Youth Service Corps Act 1973 No.24 to exempt 
from the Service Corps, with effect from 1st August 1985, persons who are over JU 
years old or who have been conferred with National Honours or who have se^ye 
the armed forces of Nigeria or Nigeria Police Force for a period of more 
months at the date of graduation. It also excludes from service, with effect from the 
end of the 1984-85 academic year, holders of the National Certificate of Education.

National Economic Emergency Powers Decree No.22 1985
Commencement 11 November 1985
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 72NO.58 (13 Nov. 1985) A123-A124.

The Decree empowers the President to issue orders and make regulations during 
the period of the 15 months of National Economic Emergency declared on the 1 st 
of October 1985.
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The Decree amends the National Economic Emergency Powers Decree 1985 No.22 
to show that only the provisions of Section 5(1) of the Labour Act 1974 No.21 shall 
be In abeyance during the period of the national economic emergency.

Treason and Other Offences (Special Military Tribunal 
(Amendment) Decree No.3 1986.
Commencement 6 January 1986.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.8 (11 Feb. 1986) A7-A8

Federal Colleges of Education Decree No.4 1986.
Commencement 14 March 1986.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.16 (21 March 1986) A9-A17.

The Decree amends the Treason and Other Offences (Special Military Tribunal) De­
cree 1986 No. 1 to allow an appeal to the Joint Chiefs of Staff by an accused person 
convicted and sentenced thereunder.

The Decree establishes the Federal Colleges of Education listed In Schedule 1 to 
the Decree. The functions of each college amongst other things, are -

to provide full-time courses of teaching, Instruction and training In 
technology, applied science, commerce, arts, social science, 
humanities and management;
to carry out research In the development and adaptation of 
techniques as the Council may from time to time determine.

The Decree also provides for the appointment of a Provost to be the Chief 
Executive of each College, a Registrar and other staff.

Other provisions relate to the discipline of students, finance, pensions of 
staff, and supplementary matters. The Decree contains a list of all the Federal 
Colleges of Education covered by the Decree. While Schedule 2 thereof prescribes 
the terms of service of members of each Council and proceedings thereof.

Treason and Other Offences (Special MUltaiy Tribunal) Decree No.l 1966.
Commencement 6 January 1986.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.2 (7 Jan. 1986) Al-A3

The Decree repeals and re-enacts the Treason and Other Offences (Special Military 
Tribunal) Decree 1976 No.8 which has expired by eflluslon of time.

The Decree empowers the Armed Forces Ruling Council to constitute a 
special military tribunal for the trial of any person, whether or not a member of the 
armed forces who In connection with any rebellion against the Federal Military 
Government has committed the offence of treason, murder or any offence under 
any law In Nigeria. The Special Military Tribunal is empowered to award the 
appropriate penalties prescribed by law and any conviction by the tribunal is 
subject to confirmation by the Armed Forces Ruling Council.

National Economic Emergency Powers (Amendment) Decree No2 1988.
Commencement 6 January 1986.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. 73 No.3 (9 Jan. 1986) A5
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to provide courses of instruction, training and research In 
Industrial relations and to provide workers' education generallyso 
to enhance the role of trade unions in the social and economic 
development of the country;
to provide and arrange for a comparable study and investigation of 
the principles and techniques in labour matters and to provide for 
exchange of ideas and experiences and for promotion of a better 
understanding between employers and workers; and to conduct 
research Into problems of labour studies in different spheres of 
national life.

It also establishes a Governing Council and sets out Its functions and 
provides for the appointment of a Director who shall be In charge of the day to day 
running of the Institute.

Nigerian Institute of Transport Technology Decree No.6 1986.
Commencement 14 March 1986.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.16 (21 Marchl986) A27-A35

The Decree establishes the Nigerian Institute of Transport Technology and 
charges It with responsibility, amongst other things, for the provision of full-time 
or part-time courses of Instruction and training of middle cadre managers, tech­
nicians and technologists engaged In operations, management, accounting, etc; In 
all aspects of the transport sector of the economy.

A Governing Council Is also established and empowered to determine the 
overall policy of the Institute and In particular, the financial and operational 
programmes of the Institute and to ensure the Implementation of such policies and 
programmes.

The Decree also provides for the appointment of a Director and other staff of 
the Institute and for pensions and other retiring benefits payable to them.

7 Sales Tax Decree No.7 1986.
Commencement 30 June 1986.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No. 16 (21 March 1986) A37-A45

The Decree Imposes with effect from 30 June 1986, a sales tax to be charged and 
payable on certain goods and services at rates set out in Schedule 1 to the Decree. 
The Decree also prscribes the mode of collection and remission of the tax and 
creates offences for failure to comply with provisions of the Decree.

Counterfeit Currency (Special Provisions) (Amendment) Decree

Commencement 14 March 1986
SuppL Fed. OJf. Gaz. Extra. 73 No. 16 (21 March 1986) A47-A48
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National Institute for Labour Studies Decree No.S 1986.
Commencement 27 September 1985.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.16 (21 March1986) A19-A25.

The Decree establishes the National Institute for Labour Studies with the following 
objectives:

(a)
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The Decree provides for the establishment of three Federal Universities of Tech­
nology.

Apart from its orientation to science and technology, each university has 
largely the same configuration as any other existing federal university.

However, in order to facilitate an inter-disciplinary approach to teaching 
and research, the more flexible "schools" structure has been chosen as major units 
rather than the more compartmentalised faculty or department units.

The Decree inter alia extends the scope of legal aid to cover cases relating io 
claims In respect of personal accidents.

The Decree amends some sections of the Nigerian Pilgrims Board Act 1975 No. 16 
to specify the proper roles of the Board and the Nigeria Airways Limited respec­
tively concerning land and air transportation during a pilgrimage.

Federal Universities of Technology Decree No.13 1986.
Commencement 11 July 1986.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.34 (15 July 1984) A59-A84

Ports Decongestion (Amendment) Decree No.11 1986.
Commencement 14 March 1986.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.16 (21 March 1986) A55

State Security (Detention of Persons) (Amendment) Decree No. 12 
1986.
Commencement 23 May 1986.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.29 (13 June 1986) A57

The Decree amends the State Security (Detention of Persons) Decree 1984 No.2 
amongst other things, to vest In either the Chief of General Staff or the Inspector- 
General of Police, the power hitherto exercised under that Decree by the Chief of 
Staff, Supreme Headquarters.

The Decree amends the Ports Decongestion Decree 1985 No.13 to include a repre­
sentative of the Federal Ministry of Transport and Aviation and to extend its period 
of operation.

The Decree amends the Counterfeit Currency (Special Provisions) Decree 1984 
No.22 to reduce the death sentence imposed on some offenders under the Decree to 
imprisonment for life.

It also enables the tribunals constituted under the Exchange Control (Anti­
Sabotage) Decree 1984 to have Jurisdiction to try offenders under the Decree.

Nigerian Pilgrims Board (Amendment) Decree No.9 1986. 
Commencement 14 March 1986.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No. 16 (21 March 1986) A49

Legal Aid (Amendment) Decree No.10 1986.
Commencement 14 March 1986.
SuppL Fted. Off. Gaz. Extra! 73 No. 16 (21 March 1986) A51-A53
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The Decree envisages the appointment of more than one Deputy Vice 
Chancellor to enable the Vice-Chancellor'concentrate more on policy rather than 
routine matters. ,

The provisional Council set up in August 1980 to undertake the groundworK 
for the establishment of each university would stand dissolved as soon as the 
Decree is promulgated into law.

Customs Immigration and Prisons Services Board Decree No. 14 
1986.
Commencement 11 July 1986.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.34 (15 July 1984) A85-A89

The Decree establishes a Joint Board to be known as the Customs Excise, Immi­
gration and Prisons Law.

Motor Vehicles (Third Party Liability Insurance) (ECOWAS Brown
Card Scheme) Decree No. 15 1986.
Commencement 11 July 1986.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.34 (15 July 1986) A91-A93

The Decree enacts a municipal law to bring into effect in Nigeria the provisions of a 
protocol signed between all member States of the ECOWAS specifically, the 
Protocol seeks to provide third party liability Insurance cover for victims of road 
accidents occurring within the territories of member States. The Decree also 
provides penalty for any person using or driving a motor vehicle on a Nigerian road 
without the possession of valid ECOWAS Brown Card.

Wo^lS^986StltUte °f lntcrnational (Amendment) Decree

Commencement 11 July 1986.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.34 (15 July 1986) A95-A98

DeC^e ai?ends the Nigerian Institute of International Affairs Act 1971 No.75 
and provides for a structural re-organisation of the Institute. The Decree provides 
°r e ,“'r^c^or Administration to take responsibility for the accounting unit of 

donations further exemPts the Institute from payment of tax on gifts and

17 Trade Unions (Miscellaneous Provisions) Decree No.17 1986.
Commencement 14 July 1986)
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.34 (15 July 1986) A99-A103

The Decree amends the list of trade unions recognised and registered by the Regis­
trar of the Trade Unions into part A and part B to distinguish between trade unions 
whose members are taken from the workers as defined and those whose members 
are drawn from Senior staff and employers' associations. It also forbids deduc­
tions, except on voluntary basis, from wages and salaries of senior employees as 
contributions to the trade unions.

Export (Incentives and Miscellaneous Provisions) Decree No.18 
1986.
Commencement 11 July 1986.

3az 73 No. 36 (24 July 1986) A105-A110
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The Decree alters with effect from 1987, the school year for primaiy and secondary 
schools from September to July in every year to January and November or 
December of every year.

The Decree amends the Recovery of Public Property (Special Military Tribunals) 
Decree 1984 No. 14. inter alia, to constitute the tribunal so that a Judge of the High 
Court shall be the Chairman of the tribunal and also to enable the tribunal to im­
pose on a person convicted by the tribunal of a term of Imprisonment not exceed­
ing 21 years.

The Decree disbands the former Nigerian Security Organization and in its place 
creates three separate agencies and charges each with the conduct of the relevant 
aspect of national security. It also creates the National Defence and Security 
Council and the National Defence Council, also charged with other aspects of the 
national security.

The Decree, amongst other things, provides Incentives to manufacturing exporters 
of exportable products.

Special Tribunal (Miscellaneous Offences) (Amendment) Decree 
No.22 1986.
Commencement 27 August 1986.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Exira. 73 No.36 (5 Aug. 1986) A123-A130

Second-Tier Foreign Exchange Market Decree No.23 1986.
Commencement 24 September 1986.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.47 (24 Sept. 1986) A131-A139

Recovery of Public Property! Special Military Tribunals) 
(Amendment) Decree No.21 1986.
Commencement 4 August 1986.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.36 (5 Aug. 1986) Al 17-A121.

School Year (Variation) Decree No.20 1986.
Commencement 28 July 1986.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.36 (5 Aug. 1986) Al 15-Al 16

National Security Agencies Decree No.19 1986.
Commencement 5 June 1986.
Suppt Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.36 (5 Aug. 1986) Al 11-Al 14

The Decree amends the Special Tribunal Miscellaneous Offences Decree 1984 
No.31, to reduce in most cases death sentence to life Imprisonment ;to provide in 
other cases the maximum sentence the tribunal may impose on persons convicted 
of offences under the Decree and to allow for appeals to the Special Appeal Tri­
bunal.

The Decree establishes the Second-Tier Foreign Exchange Market for trading in 
foreign currencies and other foreign exchange instruments. Accordingly, it pro­
vides that only approved transactions supported by documents and complying 
with specified conditions may be conducted in the Market. The Decree in addition, 
abolishes the mandatory requirements that residents of Nigeria must surrender
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foreign currencies imported into the country and permits the Minister to register 
organisations as Authorised Dealers in the Market.

24 Bank Employees, etc. (Declaration of Assets) Decree No.24 1986.
Commencement 26 September 1986.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.49 (26 Sept 1986) A141-A159

The Decree provides for the declaration of assets by bank emoployees; It also make 
false declaration and fronting offences.

25 Review Tribunals (Implementation of Decisions) Decree No.25 
1986.
Commencement 26 September 1986.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.49 (26 Sept 1986) A161-A308

The Decree enacts Into law the Federal Military Government's decisions on the 
recommendations of the Review Tribunals, set up by the Federal Military Govern­
ment to review the cases of persons convicted or detained under certain Decrees.

26 Constitution (Suspension and Modification) (Amendment) Decree 
No.26 1986.
Commencement 20 November 1986.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.59 (25 Nov. 1986) A309-A313

The Decree further amends the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 
(Amendment) Decree 1979 No. 104 as previously amended among other things to 
remove from the Director of Audit of a State, the power to audit the accounts of or 
appoint auditors for parastatals, and to establish the Federal Capital Territory 
Judicial Service Committee.

Special ^Tribunal (Miscellaneous Offences) (No.2) (Amendment)

Commencement 20 November 1986
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.59 (25 Nov. 1986) A315-A317

P1'J?tCre' amends the Special Tribunal (Miscellaneous Offences) Decree 1984 
No.20 by the amendment amongst other things, of the procedure required for an 
application for the trial of offences before the tribunal.

28 an<* Fore“rms Special Provisions (Amendment) Decree
No.28 1986.
Commencement 20 November 1986.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. Extra. 73 No.59 (25 Nov. 1986) A319-A322

amends the Robbery and Firearms (Special Provisions) Decree 1984 
. f yhlcl) amended by the Robbery and Firearms (Special Provisions) 

Decree I984 No.21, by Inserting after Section 3 a new Section inter 
** °“ence R>r any person to house, shelter or give quarters to an 

mint, ber and to provide for a sole Judge to constitute a tribunal whenever the 
the trlbunaJ are unable to be present and sit at the com- 

. a, 11 °* a ’^le Decree also provides for speedy Investigation, tribunal 
and disallowance or confirmation of conviction or sentence.
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33 Private Guard Companies Decree No.33 1986.
Commencement 15 December 1986.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.66 (19 Dec. 1986) A339-A414

Quantity Surveyor* (Registration, etc.) Decree No.31 1986.
Commencement 5 December 1986.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.63 (12 Dec. 1986) A329-A343

Customs, Excise, etc. (Miscellaneous) Provisions Decree No.32 
1986.
Commencement 29 September 1986.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.64 (15 Dec. 1986) A345-A398

The Decree amongst other things, amends the rates of duty on certain goods in 
order to align the rate of duty payable on those goods with the value of the goods 
under the Second-Tier Foreign Exchange Market Decree 1986.

The Decree regulates and provides for the licensing of the private guard companies 
and the bi-annual renewal of their operating licence.

Only companies wholly owned by Nigerian citizens are entitled to be so 
licensed as provided under the Nigerian Enterprises Promotion Act 1977. Any 
contravention of any provisions of the Decree renders a licence granted to such 
company liable to revocation.

The Decree establishes the Quantity Surveyors Registration Board of Nigeria as a 
body corporate with the general duty of determining who shall be quantity sur­
veyors as well as the standards of knowledge and-sklll to be attained by persons to 
be registered as quantity surveyors. The Board is also to secure the establishment 
and maintenance of a register of persons to practise as quantity surveyors and to 
regulate and control the practice of the quantity surveying profession.

Control of Advertisement (Federal Highways) Decree No.30 1986.
Commencement 20 November 1986.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.59 (25 Nov. 1986) A325-A326

The Decree gives the Minister, charged with the responsibility for matters relating 
to Federal highways, the power to make regulations for the control by means of 
permits or otherwise and the Imposition of prescribed charges for the display of 
advertisements within the Federal highways.

National Civic Registration (Amendment) Decree No.29 
Commencement 20 November 1986.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.59 (25 Nov. 1986) A323-A324

The Decree amends the National Civic Registration Decree 1979 No.51 as amended 
by the National Civic Registration (Amendment of Forms) Order 1983 No.21 and 
the National Civic Registration (Amendment) Decree 1984 No.28 Is further 
amended, to revert to eighteen years the age of persons registrable under the Act 
and to make provision for the taking of ten fingerprints of the applicant to be regis­
tered thereunder.



34

35

37

204 Index to the Laws of Nigeria, 1966-1988---------------------- -------------- -----

Forfeiture of Assets (MlsceUaneous Provisions) Decree No.34 1886.
Commencement 15 December 1986. , -
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.66 (19 Dec. 1986) A415-A416

The Decree amends the Public Officers (Forfeiture of Assets) Order 1978 to correct 
the name of the companies specified therein and gives the President, Commander- 
In-Chief of the Armed Forces Power to correct or amend the Order or any similar 
Order. It also amends the Recovery of Public Property (No.2) Act 1970 to forfeit to 
the Federal Military Government any asset not sold by the Federal Government or 
any of Its Agencies.

National Economic Emergency Power* (Extension, etc.) Decree
No.35 1886.
Commencement 18 December 1986.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.66 (19 Dec. 1986) A417

The Decree amends the period of the National Economic Emergency to 31st 
December 1988 and revokes the National Economic Emergency Powers 
(Deductions of Salaries and Wages) Order 1986 authorising deductions to be made 
from salaries and wages of workers.

36 Appropriation Decree No.36 1986.
Commencement 19 December 1986.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.67 (25 Dec. 1986) A419-A421

The Appropriation Decree 1986 (for the period 1st January to 31st December 1986) 
provided for the issue from the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federation of a 
total sum of N7,780.730,900 out of which the sum of M5.635.768,480 Is for Recurrent 
Expenditure including consolidated contribution to the Development Fund for 
Capital Projects.

States (Special Development Levies) Decree No.37 1986.
Commencement 11 November 1985.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 73 No.68 (31 Dec. 1986) A423-A424

The Decree seeks to give the Governor of a State or any person appointed by him, 
powers to levy and make necessary deductions from the salaries and wages of per­
sons employed in both the public and private sectors of the State for the purpose of 
the development and growth of the State.
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Civil Disturbances (Special Tribunal) Decree No.2 1987.
Commencement 18 March 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No. 15 (20 March 987) A5-A22

The Decree provides for the investigation and trial of persons Involved in civil dis­
turbances in any part of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

Religious Societies etc. (Temporary Prohibition) Decree No.3 1987.
Commencement 18 March 1987.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No. 15 (20 March 1987) A23-A24

National Council for Arts and Culture (Amendment) Decree No.5 
1987.
Commencement 1 April 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.19 (10 April 1987) A31-A34

Directorate of Foods, Roads and Rural Infrastructure Decree No.4 
1987.
Commencement 6 February 1986.
SuppL FecL'Off Gaz. Extra. 74 No.19 (10 April 1987) A25-A29

The Decree establishes the Directorate of Foods. Roads and Rural Infrastructures 
for the mobilisation of rural communities and the development of the rural areas in 
Nigeria. It charges It with diverse functions directed towards the improvement and 
development of the quality of life in the rural areas. These functions include the 
provisions of roads, basic infrastructures and increased food and industrial raw 
material output, the stimulation of agricultural activity and any other activities 
that will facilitate and Improved quality of life in the rural areas of the country.

To ensure that the work of the Directorate has programmatic consent the 
officers and other staff of the Directorate shall comprise a core of professionals in 
the various fields of activities that would facilitate an improved quality of life in the 
rural areas of the country.

The Decree dissolves for a period of 12 months religious societies and associations 
In institutions of learning in Nigeria and prohibits the formation of new ones. The 
period of dissolution may be extended by order of the President, Commander-In- 
Chief of the Armed Forces for a further period of twelve months at any given time.

Customs, Excise, etc. (Miscellaneous Provisions) (Amendment).
Commencement 16 January 1987.
SuppL Fled. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.4 (16 Jan. 1987) Al-A3

The Decree amends the Customs, Excise, etc. (Miscellaneous Provisions) Decree 
1986 to reduce the rates of duty payable on certain goods with effect from 1st Jan­
uary, 1987 and to prohibit exportation of unprocessed or unsawn timber except 
gmellna.
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Public Accounts Committee Decree No.8 1987.
Commencement 3 April 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.21 (22 April 1987) A47-A49

The Decree establishes the Public Accounts Committee to among other things ex­
amine the audited accounts of all ofllces and courts of the Federation and the Audi­
tor-General’s report thereon.

Trade Unions (Disqualification of Certain Persons) (Repeal) Decree 
No.9 1987.
Commencement 30 April 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.24 (1 May 1987) A51

The Decree repeals the Trade Unions (Disqualification of Certain Persons) Act 
1977 so that persons proscribed from belonging to or holding office in any trade 
union and from participating in the management of the officers of any trade union 
could now do so.

National Shipping Policy Decree No. 10 1987.
Commencement 30 April 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.26 (1 May 1987) A53-A62

The Decree proscribes and prohibits from circulation In Nigeria or any part thereof 
the weekly news magazine known as Newswatch for the purpose of preventing it 
from publishing classified information which has not been lawfully released.

National Productivity Centre Decree No.7 1987.
Commencement 3 April 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.21 (22 April 1987) A37-A45

The Decree establishes the National Productivity Centre charged with the respon­
sibility of promoting productivity, improvement and consciousness in all sectors of 
the economy. The Centre is also responsible for identifying all factors contributory 
to an Improved productivity and increased effectiveness at all levels of the national 
economy and aims at motivating and guiding the labour force in all Industries to 
higher levels of productivity through a systematic and well organised process of 
attitudinal transformation. The Decree also establishes a National Productivity 
Council which shall be responsible for the government and direct the affairs of the 
Centre. All the assets and liabilities of the unincorporated body known as the Na­
tional Productivity Committee is vested in the Council. The Director-General shall 
be the chief executive of the Centre and service in the Centre Is pensionable service 
within the meaning of the Pensions Act 1979.
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The Decree amends the National Council for Arts and Culture Act 1975 No.3, 
amongst other things, to reconstitute the Council and provide for the 
appointments of the Director of and Secretary to the Council.

Newswatch (Proscription and Prohibition from Circulation) Decree 
No.6 1987.
Commencement 6 April 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No. 19 (10 April 1987) A35-A36
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Civil Disturbances (Special Tribunal) (Amendment) Decree No. 13 
1987.
Commencement 25 May 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Exira. 74 No.32 (9 June 1987) A79

The Decree further amends the Special Tribunal (Miscellaneous Offences) Decree 
1984 No. 20 to enable application for the trial of offences to be supported by proof 
of evidence or affidavit, as the case may be.

The Decree amends the Civil Disturbances (Special Tribunal) Decree 1987 No.2 by 
Inserting a new Subsection which provided that the Chairman and any three other 
members shall constitute a quorum for the trial of any offender under this Decree. 
It also Inserted a new Sub-section (4) which provides that notwithstanding the 
provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code or the Criminal Procedure Acts relating 
to venue of the trial or anything contained In Schedule 2 to this Decree, any offence 
specified In Schedule 1 to this Decree shall be triable In the Federal Capital 
Territory, Abuja or any other place as the Chairman or the Attorney-General of the 
Federation may, from time to time determine.

Police (Amendment) Decree No.14 1987.
Commencement 27 August 1985.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.34 (12 June 1987) A81-A8?

The Decree amends the Police Act to establish a Nigeria Police Council to be re­
sponsible for the policy and administration of the Nigeria Police Force. The Decree 
also makes the power of the Police to conduct prosecutions subject to the powers 
vested In the Attomey-General of the Federation and of the States under the Con- 
stltutlonof the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1979.

Special Tribunal (Miscellaneous Offences) (Amendment) Decree 
No.15 1985.
Commencement 20 April 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.34 (12 June 1987) A83

The Decree, amongst other things, amends the Income Tax Management Act 1961 
No.21 to give certain tax reliefs under the Pay as You Earn System.

207

The Decree establishes a National Maritfrne Authority to, amongst other things, co­
ordinate and implement Nigeria's national shipping policy.

Customs, Excise, etc. (Miscellaneous Provisions) (Amendment) 
(No.2) Decree No. 11 1987.
Commencement 26 February 1987.
SuppL Fed. OJf. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.29 (25 May 1987) A63-A70

The Decree further amends the Customs, Excise, etc. (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
(Amendment) Decree 1987 No.l to reduce Import and excise duties payable on 
certain goods.

Finance (Miscellaneous Taxation Provisions) Decree No.12 1987.
Commencement 1 January 1986.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.31 (2 June 1987) A71-A77
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20 National Science and Technology Fund Decree No.20 1987.
Commencement 28 July 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.43 (28 Julyl987) A197-A200

The Decree establishes the National Science and Technology Fund and vests the 
Board of the Fund with responsibility of managing the fund for the promotion, co­
ordination and supervision of scientific and technological activities.
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Factories Decree No.16 1987.
Commencement 11 June 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. Extra. 74 No.34 (12 June 1987) A85-A132

The Decree repeals and re-enacts the Factories Act (Cap. 66) Laws of the Federa­
tion. It makes provisions for -

up-dating some provisions in the existing Factories Act to bring it in 
line with the development prevailing in the industrial sector of the 
economy in the country;
extending the application of the said Act to a wider spectrum of 
workers
and other professions exposed to occupational hazards but for whom 
provisions were not made under the said Act before these 
amendments;
making adequate provisions as regards the safety of workers to whom 
the Act applies; and
up-dating the penalty provisions in the said Act which relate to fines 
to be imposed by the court with relevance to the present value of our 
currency.

Workmen's Compensation Decree No. 17 1987.
Commencement 12 June 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.34 (12 June 19897) A135-A155

The Decree re-enacts the Workmen's Compensation Act and makes new provisions 
to extend the coverage of the Decree to benefit many more workers.

The Decree also removes the difficulties and delays Inherent In the 
administration of the previous Act.

Nigerian Postal Service Department Decree No. 18 1987.
Commencement 11 June 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. Extra. 74 No.35 (15 June 1987) A157-A175

The Decree establishes the Nigerian Postal Service Department for the purposes of 
effecting efficient postal services in Nigeria.

Transition to Civil Rule (Political Programme) Decree No. 19
Commencement 28 Julyl987.
SuppL Fed. Off Gaz. Extra. 74 No.43 (28 July 1987) A177-A195

The Decree provides for the transition to civil rule and eventual disengagement of 
the Armed Forces. It also makes provisions for the President, Commander-in-Chlef 
of the Armed Forces to constitute a special tribunal to try offences under the De­
cree.
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States (Creation and- Transitional Provisions) Decree No.24 1987.
Commencement 23 September 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.54 (30 Sept. 1987) A209-A211

The Decree creates a new State known as Katsina State out of the Kaduna State, 
and Akwa-Ibom State out of Cross River State. Accordingly, Section 3 of the 
Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1979 is hereby amended by 
substituting for the States in Nigeria to read "21" instead of "19".
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Finance (Miscellaneous Taxation Provisions) (Amendment) 
Decree No.21 1987.
The third Schedule to the 1961 Act as Inserted by Section 6 of this Decree 
commenced on 1 January 1986; other provisions 1 January 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.50 (9 Sept 1987) A201

The Decree amends the Finance (Miscellaneous Taxation Provisions) Decree 1987 
No.12 by substituting for Subsection (2), a new Sub-section.

Recovery of Public Property (Special Military Tribunals) 
(Amendment) Decree No.22 1987.
Commencement 2 September 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.50 (9 Sept 1987) A203

The Decree amends the Recovery of Public Property (Special Military Tribunals) 
Decree 1984 by providing that failure by the tribunal to give Judgement within 20 
working days from the day the charge is read to the accused person shall not vitiate 
any decision made from the tribunal except where the accused person has suffered 
miscarriage of Justice by reason of the failure.

National Electoral Commission Decree No.23 1987.
Commencement 30 September 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra 74 No.54 (30 Sept. 1987) A205-A208

The Decree provides for the establishment, composition and functions of a Na­
tional Electoral Commission. It repeals the Federal Electoral Commission Act 
1977NO.41.

Participation In Politics and Elections (Prohibition) Decree No.25 
1987.
Commencement 23 September 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.57 (9 Sept 1987) A213-A218

Under this Decree notwithstanding the provisions of any other enactment regard­
ing the disqualification of persons from contesting, holding or being appointed to 
any elective office or post, either in the government or in a political party, the per­
sons and office holders specified In Schedule 1 to this Decree are hereby banned 
for life from holding any elective office or post, public office, political party office, 
whether elective or otherwise either in government or in any political party. Also 
the persons and office holders specified in Schedule 2 to this Decree are hereby 
disqualified from contesting or seeking any public office or post whether elective or 
otherwise in any government or political party in Nigeria during the transition pe­
riod.
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Co-operative Development (Amendment) Decree No.29 1987.
Commencement 8 October 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz Extra. 74 No.59 (20 Oct 1987) A227-A228

Advisory Council on Religious Affairs Decree No.30 1987.
Commencement 2 October 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.64 (16 Nov. 1987) A229-A231

Finance (Control and Management) (Amendment) Decree No.27 
1987.
Commencement 8 October 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.59 (20 Oct 1987) A221

The Decree establishes „  
with responsibility, amongst other things, to foster religious harmony in the 
tiy..

Directorate of Social Mobilisation Decree No.31 1987.
Commencement 2 September 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.64 (16 Nov. 1987) A233-A236

The Decree establishes the Directorate of Social Mobilisation for the creation of a 
national awareness and productive environment required In revamping the econ­
omy and development of the nation.

The Decree amends the Finance (Control and Management) Act 1958 No.33 by in­
creasing the contingencies fund from the initial amount of 2 million naira to 100 
million naira.

an Advisory Council on Religious Affairs and charges It
■ • . • . . *■ . • ■ -• « ---- • — xt- QQ11 n ~

The Decree amends the Federal Polytechnics Act 1979 No.33 to reconstitute the 
Council of each polytechnic and increase the number of federal polytechnics in the 
country to ten.

The Decree amends the Co-operative Development Act 1974 No. 5 to reconstitute 
the National Advisory Council for Co-operative Development.
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National Library Board (Amendment) Decree No.26 1987.
Commencement 8 October 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.59 (20 Oct 1987) A219-A220

The Decree amends the National Library Board Act 1970 by reducing the member­
ship of the Board from nineteen to twelve and providing for the zoning for States 
representation on the Board.

The Decree also repeals the National Library Board (Amendment) Act 1976 
No.9.

Federal Polytechnics (Amendment) Decree No.28 1987.
Commencement 8 October 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.59 (20 Oct 1987) A223-A225
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Educational Correspondence College Accreditation Decree No.32 
1987.
Commencement 5 November 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.64 (16 Nov. 1987) A237-A244

The Decree repeals the Educational Correspondence Colleges (Registration, etc.) 
Act 1977 No. 11 and makes accreditation by the Minister of Education a precondi­
tion for the operation (or continuation in business In the case of existing Institu­
tions) of all private educational correspondence colleges wishing to conduct busi­
ness tn Nigeria. Other provisions thereof give general supervisory authority over 
such Institutions to the Federal Ministry of Education. A fee of N500 Is chargeable 
in respect of application. Anybody who operates an illegal correspondence college 
Is guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine of N 10,000 or Its di­
rectors to imprisonment for two years or both.

National Crop Varieties and Livestock Breeds (Registration, etc.) 
Decree No.33 1987.
Commencement 14 October 1987.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.65 (23 Nov. 1987) A245-A249

The Decree Introduces a register for the certification, registration and release of 
national crop varieties and livestock breeds. It also establishes a National Com­
mittee to process applications for registration and validation of old and new crops 
varieties and livestock breeds.

The Decree provides for the appointment of a Registrar and such other 
assistants to assist the Registrar in the performance of his duties under the 
Decree.

Nigerian Enterprises Promotion (Issue of Non-Voting Equity 
Shares) Decree No.34 1987.
Commencement 14 November 1987
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.65 (23 Nov. 1987) A251-A255.

The Decree permits public companies quoted on the Nigerian Stock Exchange to 
issue through the Exchange non-voting paid-up shares for the subscription of per­
sons whether citizens of Nigeria or not or whether resident in Nigeria or not The 
shares are to be paid for In foreign currency.

The shares shall not be taken Into account in determining the proportions of 
shares held by Nigerians or non-Nigerians as contained in the Nigerian Enter­
prises Promotion Act 1977 No.3.

River Basin Development Authorities Decree No.35 1987.
Commencement 1 October 1986.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.65 (23 Nov. 1987) A257-A264

The Decree repeals the River Basin Development Authorities Act 1979 No.87 and 
establishes the River Basins Development Authorities listed In Schedule 1 thereto. 
The authorities are among other things to undertake comprehensive development 
of both surface and underground water resoures for multi-purpose use.
36 Central Bank of Nigeria (Amendment) Decree No.36 1987.

Commencement 7 December 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.69 (7 Dec. 1987) A265
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Veterinary Surgeon* (Amendment) Decree No.40 1987.
Commencement 17 December 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No. 73 (21 Dec. 1987) A325-A328

(a)
(b)

National Boundary Commission, etc. Decree No.38 1987.
Commencement 17 December 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.73 (21 Dec. 1987) A313-A315

Raw Materials Research and Development Council Decree No.39 
1987.
Commencement 17 December 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.73 (21 Dec. 1987) A317-A323

si;

The Decree establishes a council known as the Raw Materials Research and Devel­
opment Council to develop local raw materials and co-ordinate research efforts 
especially In relation to raw materials acquisition, exploitation, conservation and 
development.

40

The Decree amends the Veterinary Surgeons Act 1986 among other things:
to Increase the membership of the Council;
to make provision for the member of the Council to elect their 
President and Vice-President;
to make the Registrar the Chief Administrative Officer of the Council 
and
to make provision for the recognition of postgraduate degrees and 
diplomas in all subjects of the veterinary curriculum.

Administrative Staff College of Nigeria (Amendment) Decree No.41 
1987.
Commencement 17 December 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.73 (21 Dec. 1987) A329-A330

The Decree amends the Administrative Staff College of Nigeria Act 1973 No.39 to 
reconstitute the membership of the Governing Board of the College thereby reduc­
ing the number from 34 to 12.

The Decree establishes a National Boundary Commission which shall be respon­
sible for dealing with any boudary dispute' between Nigeria and any of her neigh­
bouring countries. The Decree also establishes a Technical Committee to deal with 
inter-state boundary problems and boundary disputes between towns and villages. 
The Commission is headed by the Chief of General Staff.
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The Decree amends the Central Bank of Nigeria Act 1958 (Cap. 30) to confer on the 
Central Bank of Nigeria powers to borrow specifically under the provisions of a 
refinancing agreement

Local Government Elections Decree No.37 1987.
Commencement 30 September 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No.70 (8 Dec. 1987) A267-A312

The Decree provides for the conduct of the Local Government elections, offences 
and penalties, and determination of questions relating to elections.
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42.

43

44

Radiographers (Registration, etc.) Decree No.42 1987.
Commencement 17 December 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Caz. Extra. 74 No.73 (21 Dec. 1987) A331-A34E

Hie Decree establishes a Board for the control and practice of the profession of 
radiography.

Dental Technologists (Registration, etc.) Decree No.43 1987.
Commencement 17 Dec. 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 74 No 73 (21 Dec. 1987) A349=A366

The Decree establishes a Board in respect of Dental Technologists and aiso mates 
Incidental provisions for the control of the practice of the profession of dental 
technology.

Interpretation (Amendment) Decree No.44 1987.
Commencement 31 December 1987.
SuppL Fed. O_ff. Gaz. extra. 74 No.76 (31 Dec. 1987) A367

The Decree amends the Interpretation Act 1964 No.l to ^"too
any tribunal; commission or inquiry or appeal tribunal shall n . „ .
including the .chairman provided that thefthairman and the member shah have 
been present-at every sitting of the tribunal,' commission or inquiry ppe 
bunal.



Decrees 1988
i

2

3

214

4 Extradition (Amendment) Decree No.4 1988.
Commencement 16 February 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No. 11 (19 Feb. 1988) A457-A458

The Decree amends the Extradition Act 1966 No.87 as amended by the Extradition 
(Amendment) Act 1970 No.49. to reflect the amendments affected to the Common­
wealth Scheme on Extradition. Among other things the amendments declare as ex­
traditable any criminal offence punishable by imprisonment for 2 years or more, 
including purely fiscal offences. It also provides that a fugitive offender standing 
trial before a court or tribunal or serving a term of Imprisonment may not be sur­
rendered until he has served out the term or has been discharged or acquitted by 
the court before whom he is standing trial.

Town Planners (Registration, etc.) Decree No.3 1988.
Commencement 16 January 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.7 (29 Jan. 1988) A436-A456

The Decree establishes the Town Planners Registration Council for the registra­
tion of town planners and provides extensively for the regulation of the practice of 
the profession of town planning.

Provisions are made for professional discipline and the Decree establishes 
the Town Planners Disciplinary Tribunal for this purpose. Schedule 1 of the Decree 
contains supplementary provisions relating to the Council, proceedings of meet­
ings of the Council and Committees of the Council.

Schedule 2 of the Decree contains supplementary provisions relating to the 
Disciplinary Tribunal and the Investigating Panel and contains such matters as to 
the quorum of the Tribunal, rules of procedure of the Tribunal and appointment 
and function of assessors.

Customs, Excise Tariff, etc. (Consolidation) Decree No.l 1988.
Commencement 1 January 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.l (1 Jan. 1988) A1-A433

The Decree repeals the Customs Tariff (Consolidation) Decree 1984 No.24 and the 
Excise Tariff (Consolidation) Decree No.25 as amended. It also makes provisions 
for the imposition of ad valorem customs and excise duties payable on goods im­
ported and manufactured in Nigeria basing its classification on the new Har­
monised System of Customs Tariff.

Advisory Council on Religious Affairs (Amendment Decree No.21988.
Commencement 11 January 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.7 (29 Jan. 1988) A435-A436

The Decree amends the Advisory Council on Religious Affairs Decree 1987 No.30 by 
providing that the Council shall in addition to its Chairman appoint its Secretary. 
It further provides that the Council shall be provided with reasonable facilities by 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs.
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Transfer of Convicted Offenders (Enactment and Enforcement) 
Decree No.5 1988.
Commencement 16 February 1988.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.l 1 (19 Feb. 1988) A459-A464

The Decree makes legislative provision to give municipal effect to the Common­
wealth Scheme on the transfer of convicted offenders between Commonwealth 
countries. Basically, the Decree provides that on application, a person convicted 
and sentenced to a term of imprisonment in one country (the sentencing country) 
may with mutual consent be transferred to another country (the administering 
country) usually his home country, to enable him serve out his sentence there.

6 University of Ife (Transitional Provisions) (Amendment) Decree 
No.6 1988.
Commencement 10 February 1988.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No. 13 (26 Feb. 1988) A467

The Decree amends the University of Ife (Transitional Provisions) Act 1975 No.23 
to reflect the Federal Military Government's decision to change the name of the 
University to Obafemi Awolowo University in honour of the late Chief Obafeml 
Awolowo.

University Teaching Hospital (Reconatitution of Boards, etc.) 
(Amendments) Decree No.7 1988.
Commencement 10 February 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No. 13 (26 Feb. 1988) A469

The Decree changes the name of Ife University Teaching Hospital Complex to 
Obafemi Awolowo University Teaching Hospital Complex.

Court of Appeal (Amendment) Decree No.8 1988.
Commencement 24 February 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.113 (26 Feb. 1988) A471

The Decree amends the Federal Court of Appeal Act 1976 No.43 as amended by the 
Federal Court of Appeal (Amendment) Act 1982 No.7, by Increasing the number of 
Justices of the said Court from thirty-six to forty-one.

Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria (Amendment) Decree No.9 
1988.
Commencement 1 August 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.13 (26 Feb. 1988) A473-A476

The Decree amends the Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria Act 1979 No.8 to en­
able the Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria generate revenue through commer­
cial advertisement and sponsored programmes, participation in commercial music 
industry, staging popular drama in theatre and charging fees for the use of its 
choirs. The Decree also establishes the Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria, 
Abuja, which came into existence after the promulgation of the 1979 Act and also 
provides for the abolition and redesignation of the words Zones, Zonal Boards and 
Zonal Directors.
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Arbitration and Conciliation Decree No. 11 1988.
Commencement 14 March 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No. 18.(14 March 1988) A503-A546

The Decree provided unified legal framework for the fair and efficient settlement of 
commercial desputes by arbitration and conciliation.

The Decree also makes applicable the convention on the Recognition and 
Enforcement of Arbitral Awards (New York Convention) to any award made in 
Nigeria or in any contracting State arising out of international commercial 
arbitration.

Constituent Assembly Decree No. 14 1988.
Commencement 20 April 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.25 (20 April 1988) A571-A578

The Decree provides for the constitution, membership and proceedings of the Con­
stituent Assembly which is to have full powers to deliberate upon and enact the 
draft Amendment Constitution drawn up by the Constitution Review Committee 
appointed by the Federal Military Government.

Students Loan Board Decree No. 12 1988.
Commencement 12 April 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.21 (13 April 1988) A547-A555

The Decree repeals the Students Loan Board Decree 1972 No.25 and the Students 
Loans (Miscellaneous Provisions) Decree 1976 No.21 and provides for the estab­
lishment of the Students Loans Board with new membership, the appointment of 
an Executive Secretary, the establishment of three zonal offices and an area office 
in each State capital and the provision of a new criteria for eligibility for a loan and 
the procedure for meeting the loan.

Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters within the Commonwealth 
(Enactment and Enforcement) Decree No. 13 1988.
Commencement 13 April 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.21 (13 April 1988) A557-A569

The Decree makes legislative provisions to give the force of law to the provisions of 
the scheme for Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters within the Commonwealth. 
The Decree also makes provisions for mutual assistance relating to the search and 
seizure of the proceeds of criminal activities.
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Animal Diseases (Control) Decree No. 10 1988.
Commencement 24 February 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No. 13 (26 Feb. 1988) A471-A5O1

The Decree adopts the provisions of the Diseases of Animals Act 1958 (Cap. 54) 
and 1962 No.7 and thereby repeals them. Sundry provisions relating to animal dis­
eases, their control and prevention are contained therein with the object of 
preventing the introduction and spread of infectious and contagious diseases 
amongst animals, hatcheries and poultries in Nigeria.



I

217
15

17

I

(b)
(c)

be responsible, for providing full-time 
training ln:-

(a)

______________ _______________ Section I: Main Entry/1988

Nigerian Export Credit Guarantee and Insurance Corporation 
Decree No.15 1088.
Commencement 22 April 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.27 (22 April 1988) A579-A587

The Decree provides for the establishment of the Nigerian Export-Credit Guaran­
tee and Insurance Corporation with an authorised capital of N100 million.

The objects of the Corporation Include the establishment and carrying on 
business of export credit guarantee and export credit Insurance In Nigeria.

16 Maritime Academy of Nigeria Decree No. 16 1988.
Commencement 20 April 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.27 (22 April 1988) A579-A587

The Decree amongst other things establishes the Maritime Academy of Nigeria to 
i--------------- ... - ...  . or part-time courses of Instruction and

Marine technology Including marine engineering, navigation .applied 
maritime sciences, shipping business and management;
Applied research In maritime technology and related activities; and 
Such other Helds of applied maritime sciences relevant to the needs of 
the development of Nigeria In the areas associated with the shipping 
Industry.

Evidence (Amendment) Decree No.17 1088.
Commencement 3 May 1988.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.32 (23 May 1988) A599-A600

The Decree amends the Evidence Act 1958 (Cap.62) to make admissible In 
criminal proceedings any certificate issued by any professional or officer In charge 
of any laboratory established by the appropriate authority.

18 Agricultural Credit Guarantee Scheme Fund (Amendment) Decree 
No.18 1988.
Commencement 18 June 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.36 (14 June 1988) 601-A603

The Decree amends the Agricultural Credit Guarantee Scheme Fund Act 1977 
No. 20 and provides amongst other things an Increase in the membership of the 
Board, and an Increase In the maximum loan granted an individual farmer from 
N50,000 to N 100,000. The Decree further grants the Board power to impose sanc­
tions for failure to submit returns to the Fund.

18 Tafawa Balewa Square Management (Amendment) Decree No. 19 
1988.
Commencement 13 June 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.36 (14 June 1988) A605-A609

The Decree amends the Tafawa Balewa Management Act 1973 by reconstituting 
the Management Board and providing precise functions of the Board. It also makes 
provisions for the sources and application of the funds of the Board.
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The Decree amends the Constituent Assembly Decree 1988 to Insert therein a new 
Schedule 3 containing the standing orders of the Constituent Assembly.

25

The Decree provides for the privatisation and commercialisation of Federal Gov­
ernment enterprises and other enterprises in which the Federal Government has 
equity interests.

Privatisation and Commercialisation Decree No.25 1988.
Commencement 5 July 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.42 (6 July 1988) A673-A683

Medical and Dental Practitioners Decree No.23 1988.
Commenccement 28 June 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.40 (29 June 1988) A635-A655

Constituent Assembly (Amendment) Decree No.24 1988.
Commencement 28 June 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.40 (29 June 1988) A657-A672

Counterfeit and Fake Drugs (Miscellaneous) Provision's Decree 
No.21 1988.
Commencement 15 June 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.37 (15 June 1988) A613-A615

I

8

The Decree amongst other things establishes the Nigeria Deposit Insurance Cor­
poration for the purpose of insuring all deposit liabilities of licensed banks and 
other financial institutions.

The Decree establishes the Medical and Dental Council of Nigeria for the registra­
tion by one body of medical practitioners and dental surgeons. The Decree pro­
vides for disciplinary tribunals for the discipline or admonition of erring members 
of the two professions.

The Decree prohibits the sale and distribution of counterfeit adulterated, banned 
and fake drugs or poisons without a licence or registration and creates the penal­
ties for the breach of the provisions of the Decree.

The Decree also establishes a task force in each State of the Federation 
which shall be charged with the responsibility of seizing any drug or poison 
Illegally displayed for sale in any unlicensed or unregistered premises.

Nigeria Deposit Insurance Corporation Decree No.22 1988.
Commencement 15 June 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.37 (15 June 1988) A618-A614

218

Merchant Shipping (Amendment) Decree No.20 1988.
Commencement 12 June 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No. 36 (14 June 988) A611-A612

The Decree amends the Merchant Shipping Act 1962 No.30 to make provision for 
the protection of consslgnments of goods and the requirement of endorsement of 
bills of lading.
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The Decree also establishes the •‘Technical Committee on Privatisation and 
Commercialisation with the objective of ensuring a thorough implementation of 
Government’s policy on Commercialisation and privatisation of its enterprises 
and Interests.

Academic Staff Union of Universities (Proscription and Prohibition 
from Participation in Trade Union Activities) Decree No.26 1888.
Commencement 7 July 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 76 No. 44 (8 July 1988) A685-A686

The Decree proscribes and prohibits the Academic Staff Union of Universities from 
participating In trade union activities In Nigeria or any part thereof.

27 Labour (Amendment) Decree No.27 1888.
Commencement 28 June 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.45 (11 July 1988) A687-A688

The Labour Act 1974 No.21 as amended by the Labour (Amendment) Act 1978 
No. 21 is hereby further amended by inserting a new Section 11A immediately after 
Section 11, to provide that It shall not be a defence to an employer used for per­
sonal injuries caused by the negligence of a person employed by him If that person 
was in common employment with the person injured.

28 Special Tribunal (Miscellaneous Offences (Amendment) Decree
No.28 1988.
Commencement 28 June 1988. .
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.45 (11 July 1988) A689-A690

The Decree amends the Special Tribunal (Miscellaneous Offences) Decree 1984 
No. 20 to provide for - v .

an extension of the area In which dangerous drugs shall be deemed to 
be in transit or being exported to customs port or customs airport; and 
the forfeiture of the vehicle or other means of transportation which 
was used in the conveyance of smuggled petroleum products to the 
Federal Military Government

Securities and Exchange Commission Decree No.29 1988.
Commencement 28 June 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra 75 No.45 (11 July 1988) A691-A704

The Decree re-enacts the Securities and Exchange Commission Decree 1979 and 
vests the Commission with the functions, amongst other things, of determining the 
Price at which the Initial securities of a company are to be sold to the public, the 
timing and amount of any subsequent issue registration of all securities proposed 
to be offered for sale to the public and generally maintaining a surveillance over 
the Securities Market

30 State Security (Detention of Persona) (Amendment) Decree No.3O 
1988.
Commencement 30 July 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra 75 No.45 (11 July 1988) A705
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The Decree amends the State Security (Detention of Persons) Dpcree 1984 No.2 to 
Include the Minister of Internal Affairs as one of the authorised persons with power 
to detain persons under the conditions specified In the Decree.

31 National Primary Education Commission, etc. Decree No.31 1888.
Commencement 8 August 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.53 (17 Aug. 1988) A707-A717

The Decree, amongst other things provides that the Federal Government shall 
contribute 65 per cent of the total calculated salaries of teachers and non-teachers 
of primary schools In Nigeria payable directly from the Federal Government 
allocation from the Federation Account.

The Decree also establishes a National Primary Education Commission to 
prescribe, amongst other things, minimum standards of primary education 
throughout Nigeria. Provision Is also made for the establishment of the Primary 
Education Interim Development Fund to cater for the needs of educationally 
disadvantaged States.

32 Emergency Commission of Nigeria (Amendment) Decree No.32

Commencement 9 August 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.53 (17 Aug. 1988) A719-A7822

The Decree further amends the Energy Commission of Nigeria Act 1979. amongst 
other things by reconstituting the membership of the Commission and Its Technl- 
cal Committee and establishing specialised departments for the Commission. The 
Decree also empowers the Commission to monitor the performance of the energy 
sector in the execution of Government policies on energy.

33 Privatisation and Commercialisation (Amendment) Decree No.33
Commencement 9 August 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra 75 No. 53 (17 Aug. 1988) A723

The Decree amends the Privatisation and Commercialisation Decree 1988 No.25 to 
empower the President, Commander-In-Chief of the Armed Forces. Federal Re­
public of Nigeria, to appoint not less than seven persons (excluding the Chairman) 
as members of the Technical Committee on Privatisation and Commercialisation.

Federal Highways (Amendment) Decree No.34 1988.
Commencement 1 September 1988.
SuppL Fed. O_ff Gaz. Extra. 75 No.60 (9 Sept. 1988) A725-A726

The Decree amends the Federal Highways Act 1971 No.4 by conferring power on 
the Minister to erect, equip and maintain toll gates on any Federal Highway and to 
prescribe toll fees, dues or charges to be paid by vehicles plying or passing through 
the highway. The Decree also empowers the Minister to authorise In writing any of­
ficer. agent or person to exercise any power conferred on him under the Decree.
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Directorate for Social Mobilisation (Amendment) Decree No.35 
1068.
Commencement 2 September 1987.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75NO.60 (9 Sept. 1988) A727-A730

The Decree amends the Directorate of Social Mobilisation Decree 1987 No.31 to, 
amongst other things, reflect the correct title of the Directorate and to establish 
and Community Committee of the Directorate.

36 Industrial Development Co-ordination Decree No.36 1088. 
Commencement 30 September 1988. 
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.64 (30 Sept 1988) A731-A734

The Decree establishes the Industrial Development Co-ordination Committee to 
serve as a co-ordinating and approval centre for all governmental approvals before 
the establishment of new Industries or business in Nigeria.

Nigerian Legion Decree No.37 1988.
Commencement 30 September 1988.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.64 (30 Sept 1988) A735-A745

The Decree establishes the Nigerian Legion to cater for the welfare of ex-service­
men and persons who have distinguished themselves in the wars in which Nigeri­
ans have participated. The Decree also repeals the Nigerian Legion Act 1964 No. 18 
(Interim Management Committee Act 1977 No.25).

38 Medical Rehabilitation Therapist (Registration etc.) Decree No.38 
1968.
Commencement 30 September 1988.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.64 (30 Sept. 1988) A749-A764

The Decree establishes the Medical Rehabilitation Therapists Registration Board 
in respect of medical rehabilitation therapists and also makes incidental provi­
sions for the control of the practice of the professions of physiotherapists, chiro­
practors, occupational therapists, osteopaths and speech therapists.

39 Trade Disputes (Amendment) Decree No.39 1988.
Commencement 30 September 1988.
Suppl Fed. Off Gaz. Extra. 75 No.64 (30 Sept 1988) A765-A766

The Decree amends the Trade Disputes Act 1976 No.23 by reducing the various pe­
riods provided In the Act for settlement of trade disputes and also provides that 
disputes referred to the Court should be determined within thirty days.

Insurance (Special Provisions) Decree No.40 1988.
Commencement 12 October 1988.
Suppl Fed. Off Gaz. 75 No.71 (3 Nov. 1988) A765-A768

The Decree provides amongst other things for Insurance proposal forms to contain 
requests for full disclosure of material facts by an Insured in order for the insurer to 
accept the risk on the facts so disclosed.
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The Decree also repeals the Nigerian Export Promotion Council Act 1976

on the Council the function to:
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(b)
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Nigerian Export Promotion Council Decree No.41 1988.
Commencement 1 December 1987. 
SuppL RM Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.73 (15 Nov. 1988) 769-A775

The Decree continues In being the Nigerian Export Promotion Council and confers 

promote the development and diversification of Nigeria's export trade, 
assist in promoting the development of export oriented industries in 
Nigeria;
actively promote the implementation of export policies ana 
programmes of the Federal Military Government;
collect and disseminate information on products available for export, 
collect and disseminate to local manufacturers and exporters 
Information on foreign markets.  t

No.26 and transfers the assets and liabilities of the dissolved Council to the new 
Council which Is now being headed by the 'Minister responsible for trade matters.

42 Harmful Waste (Special Criminal Provisions, etcj Decree No. 42 12SS. 
Commencement 25 November 198.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.79 (30 Nov. 1988) A783

The Decree prohibits the carrying, depositing and dumping of harmful waste on 
any land, territorial waters, contiguous zone, Exclusive Economic Zone of Nigeria 
or Its Inland waterways and prescribes severe penalties for any person found guilty 
of any crime relating thereto.

Civil Service (Re-Organisation) Decree No.43 1988.
Commencement 1 April 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.79 (30 Nov. 1988) A785-A810

The Decree re-organises the ctvll service to make It virile, dynamic, result and de­
velopment oriented. The Decree introduces professionalism within the Ministries 
and Extra-Ministerial Departments by providing that certain appointments, pro­
motion, disciplinary control and measures should be undertaken, from the com­
mencement of the Decree, by the Ministries or Extra-Ministerial Departments so as 
to make them implement Government policies expeditiously and reduce ex­
penditure. The Decree also provides for right of appeal by aggrieved oillcers.

44 Nigeria Airways Limited (Appointment of Sole Administration)
Decree No.44 1988.
Commencement 8 January 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.79 (30 Nov. 1988) A811

The Decree provides for the appointment of a Sole Administrator to responsibili­
ties as the Chief Executive of the Nigeria Airways Limited and perform the duties of 
the Managing Director and of the Board of Directors of the Nigeria Airways Limited.

45 Federal Road Safety Commission Decree No.45 1988.
Commencement 18 February 1988.
SuppL Fed. O_ff Gaz. Extra. 75 No.82 (13 Dec. 1988) A813-A824
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Legal Practitioners (Amendment) Decree No.46 1988.
Commencement 4 June 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.82 (13 Dec. 1988) A825-A826

The Decree further amends the Legal Practitioners Act 1975 to reconstitute the 
membership of the Body of Benchers and to confer on members of the Body certain 
privileges conferred by the Legal Practitioners (Amendment) (No.2) Act 1979 on the 
Law Officers.
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The Decree establishes the Federal Road Safety Commission with responsibility 
for. amongst other thlngs:-

preventing and minimising road accidents on the highways;
clearing obstructions of any part of the highway; and 
educating drivers, motorists and other members of the public 
generally on the proper use of the highway.

The Decree also establishes the Road Safety Corps for the Commission and 
confers on it specific functions with respect to road safety and enforcement of road 
traffic laws and regulations including detention of vehicles and prosecution of 
offenders.

Copyright Decree No.47 1988.
Commencement 19 December 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.84 (20 Dec. 1988) A827-A857

The Decree repeals the Copyright Act of 1970 and makes sundry new provisions 
with respect to copyright on intellectual properly and the protection thereof. The 
Decree, Inter alia, particularly Introduces such new provisions relating to right to 
share in the proceeds of sale of a copyright, conversion rights, neighbouring rights, 
etc.

In addition the Decree introduces new forms of infringement of copyright 
and provides wider forms of redress In cases of such infringement. The Decree also 
sets up new infrastructures for the effective administration of copyright in Nigeria.

48 Special Tribunal (Miscellaneous Offences) (Amendment) Decree 
No.2 1988.
Commencement 1 January 1989.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75NO.86 (23 Dec. 1988) A859-A860

The Decree further amends the Special Tribunal (Miscellaneous Offences) Decree 
1984 No. 20 as amended to provide stiffer penalty for persons convicted of smug­
gling prohibited goods.

49 National Universities Commission (Amendment) Decree No.49 
1988.
Commencement 22 December 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.86 (23 Dec. 1988) A861-A863

The Decree amends the National Universities Commission Act 1974 No.l by In­
creasing the membership of the Commission to Include academic disciplines not 
presently represented on the Commission, that is education, law, management 
sciences, earth and mineral sciences and the humanities, etc.
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Hie Decree also gives additional pbwers of accreditation to the National 
Universities Commission in relation to all universities in Nigeria.

Immigration (Special Provisions) (Repeal) Decree No.50
Commencement 22 December 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.86 (23 Dec. 1988) A865

Under this Decree the Section 6 of the Interpretation Act 1964 No.l the Immigra­
tion (Special Provisions) Act 1969 No.33 is hereby repealed.

Pension Rights of Judges (Amendment) Decree No.61 1988.
Commencement 1 January 1985.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No. 86 (23 Dec. 1988) A867

The Decree amends the Pension Rights of Judges Decree 1985 No.5 to remove ♦he 
requirement of age as a basis for the calculation of pension of judicial officers.

62 Nigeria Reinsurance Corporation (Amendment) Decree No.52 1988.
Commencement 22 December 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.86 (23 Dec. 1988) A869

The Decree amends the Nigeria Reinsurance Corporation Act 1977 No.49 to remove 
the Corporation as the channel of ceding compulsory cessions from Nigeria to the 
African Reinsurance Corporation which is now empowered to deal directly with in­
surance and reinsurance companies operating in Nigeria with respect to the ces­
sions emanating from Nigeria.

53 Nigerian Educational Research and Development Council Decree 
No.63 1988.
Commencement 1 March 1987.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.87 (28 Dec. 1988) A871-A882

The Decree establishes the Nigerian Educational Research and Development 
Council and charges the Council with the functions of, amongst other things -

(a) encouraging, promoting and co-ordinating educational research pro 
grammes carried out in Nigeria; and 
identifying educational problems in Nigeria and determining the 
priority to be given to such problems. The Council is also responsible 
for book, language and curriculum development.

Nursing and Midwifery (Registration, etc.) (Amendment) Decree No.54 
1988.
Commencement 27 December 1988.
Suppl Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.87 (28 Dec. 1988) A883-A886

The Decree amends the Nursing and Midwifery Act 1979 to provide, among other 
things, an increase in the membership of the Council and the duties of a registered 
nurse or midwife.

Advertising Practitioners (Registration, etc.) Decree No.56 1988.
Commencement 27 December 1988.
Suppl Fed. Off: Gaz. Extra. 75 No.87 (28 Dec. 1988) A889-A903
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(b)

For t___  
additional powers

Decree confers upon Its employees certain specific^powers, for instance, power to

Trade Dispute* (Amendment) (No.5) Decree No.57 1888.
Commencement 27 December 1988.
Suppl Fed. Off: Gaz. Extra. 75 No.89 (30 Dec. 1988) A907-A908

The Decree further amends the TYade Disputes Act. 1976 by the extension of the re­
tirement age of members of the Industrial Arbitration Panel and the National In­
dustrial Court to 65 years of age and the tenure of office to four years in the first 
Instance renewable for one more term of four years. The Decree also confers 
appellate jurisdiction on the Court from the decisions and awards of the Panel.

58 Federal Environmental Protection Agency Decree No.58 1988.
Commencement 30 December 1988.
Suppl. Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.89 (30 Dec. 1988) A909-A924

The Decree establishes the Federal Environmental Protection Agency with the 
following functions:

(a) Responsibility for monitoring and helping to enforce environmental
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The Decree establishes a council In respect of Advertising Practitioners and also 
makes provisions for the control of the practice of the profession of advertising.

56 Navigable Waterway* (Declaration) Decree No.56 1983.
Commencement 28 December 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.87 (28 Dec. 1988) A905-A906

The Decree declares the waterways specified In the schedule to be Federal Water­
ways. The effect of such declaration is that construction, alteration and mainte­
nance (including management, direction and control) of the specified waterways 
become a matter of Federal legislation and for the exclusive executive authority of 
the Federal Government.

Responsibility for monitoring and helping to enforce environmental 
protection measures;
Co-operation with Federal and State Ministries, Local Government 
Councils, statutory bodies, and research agencies on matters and 
facilities relating to environmental protection.

the effective implementation of its functions, the Decree confers 
——on the Agency including the power to establish standards in 
certain environmental areas. In order to make the work of the Agency effective, the 
Decree confers upon Its employees certain specific powers, for instance, power to 
Inspect, search and seize and the power to arrest offenders.

59 Nigerian Media Council Decree No.59 1988.
Commencement 30 December 1988.
SuppL Fed. Off. Gaz. Extra. 75 No.89 (30 Dec. 1988) A925-A938

The Decree establishes the Nigerian Media Council to promote high professional 
standards for the Nigerian media, and to deal with complaints emanating from 
members of the public about the conduct of the media and Journalists In their pro­
fessional capacity or complaints emanating from the media about the conduct of 
persons or organizations towards the media.

The Decree also repeals the Nigerian Press Council Act 1978.
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Veterinary Surgeons 
(Amendment)
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1967
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1977
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1987
1977
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1987
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1979
1970

48
34
48
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46
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47
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37 
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25 
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29
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42 
31 
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37
40

39
3
5

56
39

29
27
29
23
52
25
27
32
33
40
45
112
92

51
212

125
109
205

164
61

Administration
Administration of Justice

Eastern States
South Eastern State

190 
134 
72 
98
98 
135 
159
26 
106 
211 
131
76 
159
37 
136
73

Administrative Council
Central Eastern State Administration
Interim Administrative Councils (Amendment)
Ammendment
Ammendment
Interim Common Services Agincy

(Amendment)

Tafawa Balewa Square Management

Agriculture
Agricultural and Rural Management Training Institute
Agricultural Credit Guarantee Scheme Fund
Agricultural Research Council of Nigeria

Agricultural Research Institute
Commodity Boards

(Amendment)
International Institute of Tropical Agriculture
National Crops Varieties and Livestock Breed (Registration) 
National Fertilizer Board
Nigerian Livestock and Meat Authority

(Repeal etc.)
Pest Control of Produce (Special Powers)
Productivity Prices and Incomes Board
Sea Fisheries

Arts/Culture
Centre for Black and African Arts and Civilization
International Festival Committee of the Second wona

Black and Africa Festival of Arts and Culture
National Council for Arts and Culture

(Amendment)

Assets
Acquisition of Assets (British Petroleum

Company Limited)
Eastern States Interim Assets
Forfeiture of Assets

(Director of the Special Structures
(Director7of toe Special Structure Company Limited)

229
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126451976

Auction
Sales by Auction

1977 
1975 
1986 
1976 
1968
1976 
1968 
1966

1988
1978

1986 
1970 
1966 
1969 
1970 
1984 
1970 
1971 
1975 
1970 
1970 
1975 
1979 
1979 
1967 
1967 
1967 
1968 
1968 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1970 
1976 
1987 
1977 
1977 
1979 
1974 
1977

64 
29 
34 
18 
45 
24
37 
51

Page
143
114
204
121
40
122
38
11

222
149

44
20

24 
21
5 
1
3 
6 

56 
49 
18
9 

51 
39 
16 
14 
35 
50 
51 
17 
28 
50
4 

40 
59 
38 
36 
44
7 

48 
38 
96

202 
58
3 

44 
55 
183 
65 
77 
112
56 
64
116 
156 
155
27 
30 
30 
34 
36 
41 
44 
62 
66 
125 
211
139 
131 
163 
108 
172

Aviation
Nigeria Airport Authority .
Nigerian Airways Limited (Appointment of 'Sole

Administrator)
Nigerian Civil Aviation Training Centre (Amendment)

Banka
Bank Employees
Bank Moratorium (Eastern States)
Banking (Amendment)

(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Freezing of Accounts)

Banking, Obligations (Eastern States)
(Amendment)'
(Amendment)

Banking .Special Provision (Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Amendment)

Bankruptcy Decree
Banks (Motor Vehicle Loans)(Miscellaneous Provisions)
Central Bank of Nigeria (Amendment)

(Amendment)
Currency Conversion

(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Amendment)

Central Bank of Nigeria (Amendment) 
(Amendment)

Dishonoured Cheques (Offences)
Federal Mortgage Bank of Nigeria 

(Amendment)
Federal Savings Bank (Amendment) 

(Amendment)

(Amendment)
(Messrs Davis of America etc.)
(Miscellaneous Provisions)
Property (8 Okotle-Eboh South-West Ikoyl)
(Validation)
(Voteniskl Nigeria Limited)

Investigation of Assets (Public Officers and Other Persons
Public Officer (Investigation of Assets)
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Boundary
Adjustment of Boundaries 
Boundary Adjustment Procedure 
National Boundary Commission, etc.

Banks, cont'd.
Nigerian Bank for Commerce and Industry
Nigerian Industrial Development Bank

Census
National Census

(Amendment)
National Civic Registration

(Amendment)
(Amendment)

Civil Disturbances
Civil Disturbances (Special Tribunal)

(Amendment)
Curfew

(Amendment)
Suppression of Disorder

College of Technology
Yaba College of Technology

(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Amendment)

Complaint Commission
Public Complaint Commission 

(Amendment)

1973
1966
1970

1985
1982
1987

1973
1973
1979
1984
1986

1987
1987
1966
1966
1966

1984
1988
1966
1967
1976

1969
1970
1972
1976

1968
1979
1978
1968
1972
1973
1986

1975
1979

22
63
45

23
9

38

26
42
51
28
29

2 
13 
45 
58
4

16
43
27
37
22

23
24
191

51
76
27
52
32
19
33

31
21

196
180
212

96
99 
163 
188 
203

205
207
10
13
3

185
222

7
27
7

48
59
84
118

41
168
150
41
87
94
203

114
157

V5
14
63

Companies
Companies Decree •
National Salt Company of Nigeria Limited (Take-ove ) 
New Nigeria Salt Company Limited (Take-over) 
Pioneer Companies (Temporary Taxation Provis on j

(Amendment)
(Special Provisions)

Private Guard Companies

Civil Service
Civil Service Commission

(Re-Organization)
Oaths Act (Transfer of Functions) 

(Amendment and Restricted Application) 
(Amendment)



Index to the Laws of Nigeria, 1966-1988232
PageNo.Year

Railway Corporation (Amendment)

(Financial Provision etc.)
Miscellaneous Provisions
Miscellaneous Provisions 
(Northern States) (Amendment)
Of the Federal Republic of Nigeria (Enactment)
Repeal and Restoration
Revised Edition (Laws of the Federation)
(Suspension and Modification)

(Suspension and Modification (Amendment) 
Suspension and Modification 
Western state (Amendment)

(Suspension and Modification (Amendment)
(Suspension and Modification)

Constitution of the Federation
Constitution

(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Basic Provisions)
(Basic Provision) (Transitional Measures)
(Certain Consequential Repeals)

1966
1972
1974
1976
1979
1975
1978
1978
1979
1975
1967
1968
1969
1978
1967
1971
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1968
1971
1974
1985
1986
1970

1974
1975
1984
1986

1977
1977
1977
1978
1977

1979
1877
1977
1982
1968

22
37
22
8

50
52
56
23
60

61
71
36
6

36

165
144
137
179
38

105
115
187
198

140
140
141
149
142

1
5 

33
4 

104 
32 
15 
26 
105
6 

20 
44 
40 
25 
13 
52 
20 
34 
36 
50 
55 
59
2 

36 
17 
17 
26 
10

3 
82 
107 
118 
173 
114 
148 
150 
174 
109 
24 
39 
51 
149 
22 
78
6 
9 
9 

11 
12 
13 
31 
74 
104 
194 
202 
56

Constituent Assembly
Constituent Assembly 

(Amendment) 
(Amendment) 
(Dissolution) 
(Special Provision)

Currency
Counterfeit Currency (Special Provisions)

(Amendment)

Corporations
Film Corporation
Gasklya Corporation (Winding up)
Nigerian Coal Corporation (Amendment)
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(Miscellaneous Provisions)

(Consolidation) (Amendment)

Excise Control of Distillation (Amendment)
Excise Tariff (Amendment)

1968
1968
1971
1971
1974
1971
1972
1977
1977
1984
1985
1986

1966 
1966 
1968 
1970 
1970 
1972 
1974 
1978 
1978 
1986
1987 
1987 
1977 
1975 
1977 
1986 
1967 
1967 
1968 
1968
1970 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1984 
1970 
1966 
1968 
1969 
1973
1974 
1984

33
40
68
72
108
71
90
141
142 
183 
195 
201

11
49
6

28
36
21
49
57
59
7 

18 
23

43 
85 
46
7 

14 
10 
26 
24
8 

32
1 

11 
38 
41 
47
14
6 

42 
18 
55 
26
7
6 

14 
24 
54 
43
19
3
7 
15 
25

10 
18 
40
56
57
83
106 
149 
146 
203
205 
207
137 
116
139 
200
21
28
34
42
59
82
92
103 
187
65
10
34
44
92
103 
187

Currency, cont'd.
Currency Conversion (South Eastern and other States)

(Amendment)
(Freezing Orders)
(Freezing Amendment)
(Forfeiture of Proceeds of Certain Illegal Transactions)
Decimal currency
(Amendment)

Exchange Control (Anti-Sabotage)
(Amendment)
(Amendment)

Foreign Currency (Domiciliary Accounts)
Second-Tier Foreign Exchange Market

Custom and Excise
Customs and Excise Management Act (Amendment)

(Special Panel and Other (Provisions)
(Special Provision)
(Take-over and Disposal of Stockfish) 

Customs Immigration and Prisons Service Board 
Customs Tariff (Amendment)

Excise Tariff (Authority to Reprint)
Excise Tariff (Consolidation)
Excise Tariff (Consolidation) (Amendment)
Excise Tariff (Consolidation) (Amendment)
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Productivity, Prices and Incomes Board

West African Examinations Council

Electoral Commission
Electoral Decree

(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Amendment)

Nigerian Educational Research and Development Council
Nigerian Educational Research Council

(Amendment)
Nigerian Educational Research and Development Council
Schools Take-over (Validation)
School Year (Variation)

1974
1979
1966
1970
19969
1968
1985

1982
1978
1985
1986
1986
1988
1988
1977
1977

1985
1987
1977
1986
1972
1977
1978
1976
1981
1988
1972
1979
1988
1977
1972
1986
1973

1977
1978
1979
1979
1979

4
45
87
49
33
32
15

2
28
22
2

35
25
33
30
30

39
41
21

73
32
15
26
32

179
150
196
197
204
218
220
136
136

144
151
155
158
159

16
32
11
4

30
9
7

51
4

53
31
6

53
48
29
20
27

98
212
48
194 
211 
132 
197
86 
131 
146 
127 
177 
224
87 
154 
224 
140
86 

201
96

101
162
19
64
50
37
194

Economy
Economic Stabilisation (Temporary Provisions Act)
Exclusive Economic Zone
National Economic Emergency Powers

(Amendment)
(Extension, etc.)

Privatisation and Commercialisation
(Amendment)

Productivity, Prices and Incomes Board

Education
Administrative Staff College of Nigeria

(Amendment)
Citizenship and Leadership Training Amendment

Diplomatic Mission
Diplomatic Immunities and Privileges (Amendment)

(Amendment)
Extradition

(Amendment)
Imlgratlon (Special Provisions)
Nigerian Citizenship Validation
Passport (Miscellaneous Provisions)

1973
1987
1969

Education (National Minimum Standards and Establishment of 
Institutions)

Educational Correspondence Colleges (Accreditation)
Educational Correspondence Colleges (Registration etc.) 
Federal Colleges of Education 
Institute of Chartered Accountants (Amendments) 
National Board for Technical Education 
National Teachers' Institute
Nigerian Council for Management Development
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1979 39 161

62
1

46

1986
1968
1971
1973
1976
1979
1969

1988
1988

1966
1970
1972
1973
1976
1977
1987
1988
19881974
1978

1969
1979
1977
1976

1972
1975
1977
1979
1982

1982
1983
1977
1987

58
42

24
8

24
57

24
14
35
64
4

8
5

41
23

85
111
137
166
179

10
58
81
96
123
130
211
218
220107
152

225
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200
33
73
100
123 
167
53

48
154
134
129

166
181
127

42
23
4

28
27
3

34
125
3332
37

18
14
31
45
26 
72 
48

Page
180
181
139
209

1979
1983 •
1976

Entertainment
Cinematograph (Amendment)
Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria
Nigerian Television Authority
Northern Nigeria Radio Corporation (Winding up)

Environment
Federal Environment Protection Agency
Harmful Waste (Special Criminal Provisions etc.)

Export
Export (Incentives and Miscellaneous Provisions)
Export of Nigerian Produce (Special Provisions)

(Amendment
(Amendment)

Nigerian Export Promotion Authority
(Amendment)

Produce (Enforcement of Export Standards) (Amendment)

Family
Births and Deaths

Electoral Commission, cont'd.
Electoral Decree, (Amendment)

(Amendment)
Federal Electoral Commission
National Electoral Commission

Energy
Energy Commission of Nigeria

(Amendment)
Nigerian Atomic Energy Commission

Electricity
National Electric Power Authority

(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Amendment)

Enterprises
Hire-Purchase (Application)

(Amendment)
Nigerian Enterprises Promotion

(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Issue of Non-voting Equity Shares)

Privatisation and Commercialisation
(Ammendment)

Weight and Measures
(Amendment)
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Act

Decree

Finance
Appropriations

Federal Capital
Federal Capital Territory 
Minister (Delegation of Power)

Family, cont'd.
Marriage Act (Amendment)

(Validation)
Matrimonial Causes

(Amendment)
Widows' and Orphans Pensions (Validation and

Commencemen t)(Amendment)

1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1979 
1979 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1973 
1970 
1970 
1969 
1971 
1987 
1980 
1974 
1981 
1967 
1967 
1968 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1972

1971
1971
1970
1975
1966
1973

1976
1985

14
46
18
2

76
20

6
12

118
193

30
41
38
48
56
90

28 
9 

27 
15 
35 
27 
11 
21 
19 
17 
36 
63
11 
38
3 
5 
4

15
2 

36 
14 
13 
37 
32 
16 
27
2 

39
6 

40 
52

1 
39 
25 
11 
50

7 
22 
36 
46 
61 
72 
83
94 
104 
111 
125 
142 
155 
161
177 
179 
181 
185 
191 
204
93 
57 
61 
50 
70 

210 
175
108 
177

69
77
57
109
16
94

Capital Issues
Constitution Distributable Pool Account
Directors of Audit
Finance

(Amendment)
(Control and Management) (Amendment) 

Financial Year Act
(Management Board etc.)

National Minimum Wage Act
National Provident Fund (Amendment)
National Reconstruction and Development Savings

(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Amendment)
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Forces
Air Force (Amendment)

Finance, cont'd.
Public Accounts Committee
Public Bodies, Borrowing (Amendment)
Public Moneys (Impounding) 
Supplementary Appropriation

Treasury Bill (Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Amendment)

Treasury Certificates
Wages Board and Industrial Councils
Workmen's Compensation

Food and Drugs
Food and Drugs
Indian Hemp 

(Amendment) 
(Amendment)

1987
1966
1968
1966
1966
1967
1968
1968
1969
1969
1970
1970
1971
1971
1972
1974
1974
1975
1976
1976
1976
1978
1980
1967
1968
1970
1968
1973
1987

1974
1966
1975
1984

1971
1980
1971
1979
1972
1974
1967
1980
1977

103
15
18
24
4

26

35
19
34
27

17
5

57

107
6

115
188

70
175
79
173
84 
104
24 
175 
137

8
35 
24 
21
80 
10 
25
41
2 

47 
16
50
5 

41 
27
2 

40
5
5 

34 
55
11
7 

21 
31
15 
40

1
17

206 
9 

35
6 

17 
22 
36 
39 
44 
52 
57 
64
68 
76 
86 
101 
108 
109 
118 
124 
128
147 
176 
24 
37 
57 
39 
91
208

(Comfort Fund)
(Disciplinary Proceedings)
(Pensions)
(Special Provisions)
(Verification and Settlement of Contracts) 

Armed Forces and Police Special Powers 
Army (Amendment) Act 
Army Colour (Prohibition of Use)
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Forces, cont'd.
Forces Decree (Amendment)

Human Rights
African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights

Holidays
Public Holidays 

(Amendment)

1966
1966
1970
1974
1975
1976
1970
1980
1977

1968
1977
1972
1979
1966

1979
1973
1977
1977
1966
1966
1971

1970
1984
1968
1967

1973
1979

1979
1979

1979
1984

54
40
23
43
15
48
50

91
92

6 
16 
52
3
1

17
8 
6 

25

26
6

20
19
82

28
13
57
12

23
52

3
26

171
171

95
163

153
188

36
131
84
15617

59
185
42
22

Gambling/Pool Betting
Betting Duties (Amendment)
Gaming Machines (Prohibition)
Nigerian Pools Company Limited Take-over 
Pool Betting and Casino Gaming (Prohibition) 
Pool Betting Tax

164
99
134
138
5

11
78

3
5

64
101
109
121
56
175
135

Housing Schemes
Employees Housing Schemes
Federal Government Housing Authority

(Amendment)
Federal Staff Housing Board (Amendment)
Rent Control

(Amendment)
(Repeal)

Hospitals
Orthopaedic Hosplitals Management Board 
Psychiatric Hospitals Management Board 
see: Teaching Hospitals

Government
Federal Military Government

(Supremacy and Enforcement of Powers)
(Supremacy and Enforcement of Powers) 

Military Governors, Advisers (Ex gratia Award) 
Parliament Dissolution

Health
Comeal Grafting
National Eye Centre

(Amendment)
Navy (Amendment)

Nigerian Legion (Interim Management Committee)
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Nigerian Standard Organization (Amendment)

Nigerian Research Institution (Amendment)

Nigerian Reinsurance Corporation

Steel Development Authority 
(Amendment)

Wages Board and Industrial Councils

1970
1971
1984
1984

1979 
1972 
1979
1987 
1970 
1979
1971
1973
1976
1976
1976 
1984 
1971
1974 
1973

1972
1968
1979
1985
1971
1972
1977
1979 
1986 
1970

1986
1969
1976
1977
1988

1970
1968

93
40
93
16
53
40
33
37
14
53
20
32
19
411

5
13
30
30

30
56
20
3

35
14
45
43
16
17

60
8

55
69
188
188

86
42 
157 
191
74
83 
139 
162 
200
57

200
48 
129 
140 
224

66
32

Invention
Patent and Designs 
Patent Rights (Limitation)

15
22
59
49
52

171
88 
171 
208
64 
161
74 
98 
120 
128 
121 
189
70 

108
91

Immigration
Immigration, Special Provisions (Repeal)

Import
Bees (Import Control and Management) 
Imports, Duties Relief 
Pre-shlpment Inspection of Imports 

(Amendment)

Industries .
Defence Industries Corporation of Nigeria (Amendment)

(Amendment)
(Exclusion)

Factories Decree
Industrial Inspectorate
Promotion Decree
Research Council of Nigeria
Training Fund (Amendment)

Institutes
Institute of Chartered Accountants (Amendment) 
Institute of Medical Laboratory Technology 
National Institute for Policy and Strategic Studies 
National Water Resource Institute
Nigerian Institute of International Affairs 

(Amendment)

Insurance
Motor Vehicles Third Party Liability Insurance 

(Ecowas Brown Card Scheme)
National Insurance Corporation of Nigeria
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Judiciary

1979

(Amendment)
Limitation
Local Courts Interim Judicial Service Bodies 

(Establishment etc.)
Military Courts (Special Powers)

1978
1968
1977
1984
1985
1984
1979
1985
1974
1966

65
35

145
31
130
187
192
186
192
104

5

143
160

41 
38
27 
20 
48 
50 
84 
30 
19
12 
86
44 
59
7 

13 
30 
38 
36 
11 
66
49 
13 
44 
60 
37 
28 
35
38 
39 
56 
34
18 
55 
10 
88

126 
116 
158 
70 
63 
127 
18 

114 
133

4 
18 
62 
165 
179 
93 
97 
98 
115
4 

143 
30 
132 
213 
129 
160 
49 
189 
51 
51 
128 
151 
156 
164 
199
19

Chief Justice of the Rivers StatefExtension of Period of Office) 1977 
(Amendment)

Chief Justice of a State
(Extension of Period of Office) (Change of Title)

Corrupt Practices
(Amendment)

Criminal Code (Amendment)
(Disposal of Certain Exhibits)
Justice (Detention of Persons Edict Revocation)

Miscellaneous Provisions

3
4 
4

23 
9

18
7 154
6

20
13

1976 
1975 
1979 
1971 
1970 
1976 
1966 
1975 
1977 
1966 
1966 
1970 
1979 
1982 
1973 
1973 
1973 
1975 
1966 

----------------- ---- - 1977 
International Centre for the Settlement of Investment Disputes 1967 ----- ---------------------------------------- 1Q77 

1987 
1976 
1979 
1969 
1984 
1969 
1969 
1976 
1978 
1979 
1979 
1986 
1966

(Amendment)
(Amendment)

Nigerian Institute of Advanced Legal Studies
Nigerian Law Reform Commission

(Amendment)
Offences Against the Persons (Special Provisions)
Probates (Re-sealing)

Release from Custody
Procedure (Amendment) 

(Northern Region) 
(Amendment)

Federal Court of Appeal (Amendment) 
(Amendment

Federal Revenue Court
(Retiring Ages of Judges)
(Amendment)
(Amendment)

High Court of Lagos (Amendment)
Interim Judicial Committees (Establishments, etc.)

Interpretation (Amendment)
(Amendment)

Judicial Office Certain (Validation)
Extension of period

Judicial Officer (Confirmation)
(Extension of Period of Service)
(Special Provisions)
(Special Provisions)

Legal Aid
(Amendment)
(Amendment)
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Legal Practitioners
Legal Practitioners (Amendment)

Legal Education
Legal Education (Amendment)

(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Consolidation etc.) 
(Amendment)

Labour
Labour

(Amendment)
National Dock Labour
National Institute for Labour Studies
National Productivity Centre

Judiciary, cont'd.
Supreme Court (Amendment)

(Amendment
(Amendment)

1975
1970
1978
1979
1970
1976
1986
1967
1968
1969
1975
1968
1970
1974
1977
1968
1973

1966
1967
1970
1973
1974
1977

1968
1969
1972
1974
1975
1976
1977
1977
1979
1979
1988

1974
1978
1979
1986
1987

1977
1979
1984

72
41
10

23
29
62
12
37
10

104
149
155
198
206

113
60 
146 
171
55 
124 
203
28
35
52
111
38
60
107 
134 
39 
91

144
16P
184

24
30
6

94
4

33
31
39 
22
43
12
38
32
34
22
42
2

21
21
13
5
7

9 
54 
36 
25 
15 
29 
40 
67
9 

75 
46

7
26
66
93
108
132

32
54
88
105
111
123
138
143
154
168
223

Land and Survey
Estate Surveyors and Valuers (Registration etc.)
Land Perpetual Succession (Amendment)
Land Use Decree
Land Use Decree (Validation of Certain Edicts etc.)
Public Lands Acquisition (Amendment)

(Miscellaneous Provisions)
Quantity Surveyors (Registration etc.)
Requisition and Other Powers

(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Amendment)

State Lands (Compensation)
Survey

(Amendment)
(Amendment)
Co-ordination (Amendment)
(Amendment)
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212371987

17751981
National Assembly
National Assembly Service Commission

Local Government
Local Government Election

National Honours
National Honours (Amendment)
Nigerian National Heroes Register 
Nigerian National Merit Aware!

Museums and Monuments
Antiquities (Amendment)

(Amendment)
(Prohibited Transfer)

National Commission for Museums and Monuments

Minerals
Minerals (Amendment)

National Library Board
(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Amendment)

Public Archives (Amendment)

1970
1988
1970
1976
1979
1987
1969

1972
1972
1976

1969
1984
1969
1979
1977
1969
1968
1968

1979
1979
1979

.969
1978
1974
1979

38
30
49
10
63
17

1976
21
25
21

29
29
27
60
36
26
16
33

65
47
53

66
223
60
119
159
210
47

61 
151 
163 
32 
166 
84 
32
85
85
122

47
145
102
168

166
162
164

Library
Copyright 61

47
29
9

29
26
20

19
4
9

77

49
188
49
165
137
49
34
37

Loans
External Loans (Rehabilitation Reconstruction and

Development) 1970
(Amendment) 1978

Federal Loans Board (Repeal) 1979
Internal Loans 1968

(Amendment) 1979
(Rehabilitation Reconstruction and Development) 1972
Local Loans (Registered Stock and Securities) (Amendment) 
124

Loans to Students (Recovery)
Students Loans Board

(Miscellaneous Provisions)

Mines and Quarries (Control of Building)
National Steel Council
Nigerian Mining Corporation (Amendment)
Quarries
Tin Production and Development Revolving Loans Fund
Tin Ore (Liability for Royalty Payments)
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OU in Navigable Water 
OU Terminal Dues

1966
1978
1979
1966
1973
1977
1976
1978
1987
1988
1978

1971
1972
1968
1969

1979
1985
1971
1977
1978
1979

1966
1979
1976
1966
1969
1975
1972
1975
1966
1966
1985
1979
1971
1966
1972

1973
1977
1967
1968
1975

75 
102

2 
74 
49 
42 
18 
13 
60 
60
5 

25
9 

76 
16

9 
23 
34
9

16
37
28
15
9

3 
147 
173
10 
97 
142 
121 
147 
206 
225 
151

172
192
70
136
148
162

16
173
118
16
53
117
84
111
30
13
192
197
68
16
84

68
85
37
45

93
137
26
33
110

OU
Off-Shore OU Revenues

pensions
Pensions Amendment

Decree
DlsabUlty Provisions 
Federal Fire Service 
Gradultles (War Service) 
Increase
MiUtary (Amendment)

2
12
100
44
34
62
19
10
6

59
31

99
7

18
33
16
44

Pensions Decree
Police
Tranri'eVoUtesponslbUlty United Kingdom Agreement

Transferred Officers and Pensions LlabUlty
Widows and Orphan’s
(Amendment)

Petroleum
Petroleum (Amendment)

(Amendment)
Control
(Amendment) ,
Equalisation Fund (Management Board etc.)

Newspapers
Circulation of Newspapers

(Prohibition of Circulation)
DaUy Times of Nigeria Limited Transfer of Certain Shares
Defamatory and Offensive PubllcaUon
Federal Government Newspapers Corporation

OU Corporation
Association Gas Re-Injection

(Amendment)
Nigerian National OU Corporation
Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation

(Amendment)
(Amendment)

News Agency of Nigeria
(Amendment) ,

Newswatch (Proscription and ProhlbiUon Circulation) 
Nigerian Media CouncU 
Nigerian Press CouncU
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Profit Tax (Amendment)

(Protection Against False Accusation)

Police Force
Nigeria Police Force (Amendment)

(Amendment)
Transition to Civil Rule (Political Programme)

Polytechnics
Federal Polytechnics

(Amendment)

Pilgrims
Nigerian Pilgrims Board 

(Amendment)

Petroleum Technology Development Fund 
Petroleum Training Institute 

(Amendment)

Petroleum, cont'd.
Production and Distribution
(Amendment)
Profit Tax (Amendment)

1975
1976
1977
1979
1979
1967
1970
1973
1973
1972
1976

1975
1986

1969
1971
1979
1987
1967
1977
1966
1967
1980
1966

1987
1984
1970
1976
1976
1984
1985
1966
1966
1970
1966
1971
1979
1985
1987

1979
1987

1
22
15
25
37
52

16
9

115
127
141
153
157

209
184
63
119
120
182
195
9

11
62
11
80
153 
195 
208

160
210

20 
58 
93 
95 
88 
128

111
199

35
49
55
4

24

35
37
23
14
41
12
60
4
3
7

25
9

46
10
11
4

20
33
46
41
51
58
5

19
19

33
28

50
75 
157 
207
28
132
13
20 
175

4

(Authority to Reprint)
(Miscellaneous Provisions)
Pensions
(Amendment)
Service Commission (Membership)
(Special Constables)

(Repeal, etc.)
Public Order

(Amendment)
(Bar to Certain Proceeding)
(Investigation)
(Scheduled Societies Assets and Liabilities)

Politics
Participation in Politics and Elections (Prohibition)
Political Parties (Dissolution)
Public Officers (Special Provisions)
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(Amendment)

Polytechnics, cont'd.
Kaduna Polytechnic

(Amendment)

Post Office
Posts Office (Amendment)

(Miscellaneous Provisions)
(Miscellaneous Provisions)
(Amendment)

Telecommunication Proceeding
Telegraphs (Amendment)

Price Control
Price Control

(Amendment)

Medical and Dental Practitioners
(Amendment)

Medical Rehabilitation Therapists 
Practitioners (Temporary Registration) 
Midwives

1968
1969
1979

1969
1975
1979
1985
1986
1871
1971
1973

1966
1966
1969
1967
1969

1970
1971
1974
1977

1966
1972
1973

1988
1969
1987
1970
1975
1969
1979
1988
1966
1966
1971
1974
1988

20
52
73

81
22
14
30
18

33
3

10
1

9
9
5

35
53
168

199
70
73
92

60
67
102
130

224
45 
213
65 
113
52 
167 
221
16
17
75
107
224

46
26
47

17
6

4
83
91

Prisons
Prisons (Control)

55
10
43
55
28
44
68
38
73
79
40
31
54

54
116
166

Professions
Advertising Practitioners (Registration etc.)
Architects (Registration)
Dental Technologiests (Registration, etc.) 
Engineers (Registration etc.)

55
40
66
13 1985
11
15
29
11

Porto
Port (Amendment)

(Emergency Provisions)
(Decongestion Committee)
Decongestion
(Amendment)

Lagos Port Operations
(Nullification of Certain Transaction
(Repeal)
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(Amendment)

(Amendment)

Management Board etc.

11831976

4451969

Remuneration
Oba of Lagos (Emoluments)
Remuneration of the President (Amendment)

Professions. cont'd.
Nurses 

(Amendment)

Properties
Abandoned Properties

National Office of Industrial Property 
Recovery of Public Property

Provident Fund
National Provident Fund (Amendment)

1970
1971
1974
1979
1988
1969
1972
1987
1978
1984
1969

1979
1979
1970
1970
1971
1972
1976
1984
1984
1984
1986
1987

1967
1972
1976
1978
1974

1969
1976
1979

1987
1987

1966
1966

40
35
35
35
39

41
48
22

30
3

37
38

28
87
124
151
108

210
205

51
127
157

9
9

(Amendment)
(Special Military Tribunal)
(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Amendment)

90
70
517
58
43
22
58
8
3

14
21
22

2
44
30
89
54
45
3

43
5

34
37

55
76 
106 
171 
224
52
81 
213 
145 
189
51

171 
167
65 
65 
76 
85 
129 
183 
182 
185 
201 
209

And Midwifery (Registration, etc.)
(Amendment)

Pharmacists (Amendment)
Professional Bodies (Special Provisions)
Radiographers (Registration, etc.)
Regulated and Other Professions (Miscellaneous Provisions)

(Private Practice Prohibition)
Veterinary Surgeons

Religion
Religious Affairs, Advisory Council
Religious Societies, etc.. Temporary Prohibition

Public Service
(Disciplinary Proceedings) (Special Provisions)
Public Service Commission
Public Services etc. (Rivers and South-Eastern States)

Rehabilitation
National Commission for Rehabilitation
National Emergency Relief Agency
Southern Africa Relief Fund
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(Amendment)

Robbery and Firearms (Special Provisions)

(Amendment)

Sokoto Rima Basin Development Authority 
(Amendment)

Revenue Allocation
Allocation of Revenue 

(Federal Account, etc.)

Robbery and Firearm*
Firearms (Amendment)

1972
1973
1966
1987
1966
1977
1979

1966
1981
1982
1984

1973
1975
1970
1976
1977
1976
1977
1978
1979
1987
1973
1975

1986
1971
1973
1988
1971
1975

1966
1966
1966
1970
1971
1974
1976
1977
1984
1984
1984
1986

1
9

72
39
83
70
58

67
1
1

36

31
61
68
47
48
29
40
39
5

21
33
28

81
92
15

212
18 

144 
165

14
177
179
190

97 
113
55 
125 
136
122 
136 
151
170 
211
97 
113

203
67
94
222
78
112

32
25

1
37
32
25
31
33
87
35
33
26

30
4

18
45
53
21

8 
13 
15 
■63
77 
106 
125 
138 
183 
186 
189 
202

River Basin
Chad Basin Development Authority

(Amendment)
Niger Dams (Amendment)
Niger Delta Basin Development Authority

(Amendment)
Rivers Basins Development Authorities

(Amendment)

Federal Road Safety Commission 
Right-Hand Traffic (Change-over) 
Traffic Warden Service

Roads ,
Advertisement, Control of (Federal Highways) 
Federal Highways

Research Councils
Medical Research Council of Nigeria
Natural Sciences Research Council of Nigeria
Nigerian Council for Medical Research
Raw Materials Research and Development Council
Scientific and Industrial Research.

Nigerian Institute of Social and Economic Researcn
(Amendment)
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20541987

States
Central-Eastern State (Administration)

Social Development
Mobilisation
Mobilisation (Amendment)
Research
Research Development

Sports
National Sports Commission

(Amendment)
Second All-African Games

1975
1970
1980
1977 •
1978
1987

1968
1966
1970
1977
11977
1978
1987
1978

1969
1976
1974
1987
1974
1987
1988
1977
1976

1971
1979
1972

1969
1970
1970
1970
1971
1966
1967
1969
1973
1971
1968
1967

33
6
1
5

19
20

29
62
43
16
16
29
10
13

21
28
5

29
12
31
35
70
28

36 
13 
62 
133 
133 
150 
206 
147

49 
123 
101 
210
103
210
221
144
123

74
160
86

34
34
26

46 
25 
34 
39
7 

25
13 
17 
29
15
3 
7

115
55 
175 
130 
148 
208

52
59
61
61
68
7

22
47
97
70
31
21

Science and Technology
(Amendment)

National Council for Science and Technology
National Science and Technology
National Science and Technology Development Agency 

(Amendment) 
Fund

=

I

Shipping
Flags of Nigerian Ships
Merchant Shlplng (Casualties)

(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Amendment)

National Shipping Policy
Nigerian Shippers' Council

East-Central State Administration (Amendment) 
Eastern States Interim Assets and Liabilities 
Former Regional Governments 
Lagos City Council Dissolution

(Interim Provisions)
Marketing Board (Northern States) (Amendment) 

(Amendment)
Port Operations (Special Provisions)
South Eastern State Interim Marketing Board 
Town Planning (Miscellaneous Provision)

Social Development
Citizenship and Leadership'Training Centre (Amendment)
Cooperative and Social Development
Cooperative Development

(Amendment)

Rural Development 1
Directorate of Food, Roads, and Rural Infrastructure
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Special Development Levies

1979 57 165

State* Creation
State Creation and Boundary Adjustment Procedure
Transitional Provisions

(Amendment)
(Amendment)

(Detention of Persons)
Security and Exchange Commission 

(Amendment)
State Security Detention of Persons)

Statistics
Statistics (Amendment)

1982
1967
1967
1974
1976
1977
1987
1976

1969
1986
1976
1967
1967
1979
1979
1985
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1967
1967
1967
1967
1971
1984
1986

9 
14 
25 
16 
12 
17 
24 
12

36
19 
16
31
33

1
71

1
3
8
10
18
24
26
39
40 
47
49
52
53
54
56
64
70
71
77
78
11
22
23
36
1
2
12

180
22 
25
103 
120 
133 
209 
120

50
201
121
26
27
153
167
191
3
4
4
6
7
7
10
10
11
11
12
12
12
12
14
15
15
16
17
22
24
24
27
67
182
199

States Security
Detention Orders (Bar to Certain Civil Proceedings)
National Security Agencies
Nigerian Security Organization
Ihablic Security
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140511977

(Uniform Taxation Provision etc.)
(Miscellaneous Provisions)

Taxation
Capital Gains Tax

Transfer Tax
Companies Income Tax (Amendment)

Entertainment Tax
Income Tax (Authorised Communication) 

(Amendment)

1966
1968
1969
1985
1969
1968
1969
1971
1972
1973
1978

1967 
1979 
1970
1971 
1971
1971 
1977 
1979 
1979 
1966 
1966 
1966
1967 
1972 
1970 
1968 
1971 
1973 
1975
1969 
1973 
1974 
1969 
1971 
1971 
1986
1967 
1970 
1971 
1971

1979
1972

57
59
11
14
34
53
30
32
6
3

17

67
33

13 
42 
45 
194
50 
41 
49 
73 
82
91 
148

166
87

44 
12 
19 
10 
23
51 
21 
10 
28 
66
30 
65 
45 
51 
20
35 
24 
41
7
7 

17 
28
8 

13 
22
7 

46 
12 
11 
12

28
155 
58 
69 
71 
78
134
154
158
14
8

14
29 
90 
59 
37 
71
99
110
45 
94 
106
45 
69 
71
198 
29 
56 
69 
69

F IStatutory Corporations
Statutory Bodies Modification
Statutory Corporation Salaries and Allocation etc.)

(Extended Application)
Statutory Corporations etc. (Modification, etc.)

(Special Provisions)
Statutory Corporations Service Commission

(Amendment)
(Amendment
(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Dissolution)

Teaching Hospitals
National Medical College
University College Hospital (Amendment)
University College Hospital

of Benin Teaching Hospital Management Board

(Armed Forces and Other Persons)
(Former Eastern Nigeria)
(Management)(Amendment)

(Rents) (Repeal etc.)
Industrial Development Import Duties Relief 

Income Tax Relief (Repeal)
Sales Tax
Super Tax

(Amendment)
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(Dissolution)'

471976 127

Territorial Waters (Ocean)
Bight of Bonny
Navigable Waters
Territorial Waters

Trade Disputes
Trade Disputes 

(Amendment)

Trade Union
Trade Union

(Amendment)

Tenders Board
Corporations Standing Tenders Board (Amendment)

(Emergency Provision)
(Amendment)

(Essential Services)
(Amendment)

1974
1977
1972
1979
1985

1968
1972
1973
1975
1978

1975
1988
1967
1971

1979
1976

1971
1985

1976
1969
1977
1988
1968
1969
1970
1973
1976
1977

1970
1971
1978
1979
1976
1977
1987

23
58
34
74
10

60
28
4

11
18

46
54

55
11

105
141
87
168
193

42
86
91
110
148

162
128

Tourism
Kalnji Lake National Park 
Nigerian Tourist Board

4
56
5

38

7
53
54
39
21
16
36
36
23
69

27
39
22
86
44
15
9

109
225
20
75

79
193

119 
54 
141 
221
35 
47 
61 
98 
122 
143

59
75
149
170
126 
133 
206

Trade
Diamond Trading
Endangered Species
Trade (Generalised System of Preferences) (EEC)

Preferences Under the Lome Convention

Teaching Hospitals, cont'd.
University College Hospital, of Nigeria Teaching Hospital 

Management Board
Teaching Hospital Lagos (Amendment) 

(Reconstitution of Boards) 
Etc.

(Central Labour OrganlzaUons)(Special Provisions)
(Disqualification of Certain Persons)
(Disqualification of Certain Persons Appeal)
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19861986

University of Maduguri 
University of Nigeria

(Validation)
Judgement of (Enforcement etc.)

Special (Miscellaneous Offences) (Amendment
Special Military
Special
Special
Special
Special (Amendment)
(Miscellaneous Offences) (Amendment)

1978
1983
1974
1984
1975
1979
1972
1976
1975
1979
1979
1966
1967
1972
1975
1976
1979
1978

1979
1983
1985
1985
1986
1971
1986
1976
1986
1986
1966
1977
1977
1985
1988
1986
1986
1987
1988
1988
1984
1986
1987

1975
1979

2 
6 
1 

19 
20 
80
13 
31 
23 
81 
82 
29
3 

12 
27 
30 
83

1

78
3
8
8

25
45
25
8
1
3

41
2

18
8

48
1

22
2

28
48
31
22
15

22
79

145 
181 
101 
186 
112 
169
83 
124 
112 
169 
169
8 

20 
83 
113 
123 
169 
145

169 
181 
192 
192 
202
76 

202 
119 
197 
197
10 

130 
133 
192 
223 
197 
201 
205 
219 
223 
188
201 
207

112
169

Tribunals
Industrial Arbitration Tribunal (Variation of Certain Award)
Industrial Arbitration Tribunal (Repeal) Act
Judgements of Tribunals (Enforcement, etc.)
Judgement

Review
Miscellaneous Provision (Amendment)
Review Tribunals (Implementation of Decisions)
Treason and Other Offences (Special Military Tribunal)

(Amendment)
Inquiry (Amendment)

Universities
Ahmadu Bello University (Transitional Provisions)
Bayero University
Federal Universities of Technology
Joint Admission and Matriculation Board
National Open University Act
National Universities Commission
Private Universities (Abolition and Prohibition)
University of Benin (Transitional Provisions)
University of Calabar
University of Ibadan (Amendment)

(Amendment)
University of Ife (Transitional Provisions)
University of Ilorin
University of Jos
University of Lagos Act (Amendment)
University of Lagos (Amendment)

Transport
Nigerian Institute of Transport Technology
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Universities, coat'd.
University of Nigeria (Transitional Provisions)

Youth Service Corps
National Youths Service Corps 

(Amendment)

University of Port Harcourt 
University of Sokoto

1973
1978
1979
1979

1973
1974
1974
1979
1979
1985

44
1

84
85

24 
11
24 
17 
42 
21

99
145
170
170

95
103
105
156
162
195
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1



No. PageTear

257

(Prohibited Transfers) 
Appropriation

Section m 
Key Words Index

1979
1979
1972
1985
1987
1967
1967
1973
1986
1988
1968
1983
1968
1968
1969
1975
1984
1977
1977
1988
1984
1971
1973
1975
1976
1978
1979
1979
1986
1971
1980
1976
1982
1984
1968
1988
1969
1978
1974
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972

90 : 
56 : 
30
18
8 :

34
18 
39 
30 
55 
57
2 
12 
47
6

19
37 
20 
20
18
37 
25 
35
22 
56 
34
18 
55 
10
17
5 

45
1 

36
5
10
19
4
9

28
9 

27 
15
35 
27
11

171 
164
86 
195 
206
27
23
98 
203 
224
40 
181
33 
40 
45
112 
190 
134 
134 
217 
190
72 
98

112 
128 
151 
156 
164 
199
70 

175 
126 
179 
190
31 

216
47 

145 
102

7 
22 
36 
46 

. 61
72 
83

Airport Authority
Allocation of Revenue
Allocation of Revenue (Amendment)
Am pe famine
Animal Diseases
Antiquities. (Amendment)

Abandoned Property
Acquisition of Assets
Accountants. Chartered
Accounts, Domicilary

Public
Administration, Justice South Eastern State
Administrative Council
Administrative Staff College of Nigeria
Advertisement, Control
Advertisement, Practitioners Registration etc.
Advisers to Military Governors etc.
African Charter on Human and People's Rights
Agency, Interim Common Services

(Amendment)
(Amendment)

Agricultund And Rural Management Training Institute
Agricultural Credit Guarantee Scheme Fund

Credit
Credit
Institute
Research

Ahmadu Bello University (Transitional Provisions)
Aid, Legal

(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Amendment)

Air Force
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Appropriation, cont'd.

61391970

175
135

(Dissolution)
(Special Provision)

Assets,
Eastern States Interim Assets
Forfeiture (Director of Special Structures Company
Limited (Amendment)
Forfeiture (Messrs Davis)
Forfeiture (Miscellaneous Provisions)
Forfeiture of Property (8 Okotie-Eboh Street Ikoyi)
Forfeiture (Validation)
Forfeiture (Votenlskl)
Investigation (Public Officers)
Investigation (Public Officers and other Persons) 
(Public Officers Investigation (Amendment)

1973
1974
1974
1975
1976
1977
1979
1979
1980
1981
1983
1984
1985
1986
1988
1983
1979
1969
1969

1977
1975
1986
1976
1968
1976
1966
1968
1968

1971
1979
1979
1972
1974
1980
1977
1979
1976
1975
1987
1977
1977
1977
1978
1977

57
97
103
15
18

69
39
3
5

50
52
56
23
60

143
114
204
121
40
122
11
38
39

167
125
109205
140
140
141
149
142

64
29 
34 
18
45 
24 
51
37 
43

21
2
19
17
36
63
11
38
8
3
4
15
2

36
11
3

78
10
20

4
26

79
172
173
84
104

94
101 
104 
111 125 
142
155 
161 
176 
177 
181185 
191 204 
216 
181
169 
45 
47

Arbitration, Conciliation
Industrial
Tribunal

Architects
Archives
Armed Forces

(Comfort Fund)
(Disciplinary Proceedings)
(Pensions)
(Special Provision)
(Verification and Settlement of Contracts) 

Army
(Amendment)
Colour

Arts
(Black and African...)
(International Festival...)
(National Council)
National Council) (Amendment)

Assembly
Assembly (Amendment)
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I

i

1977
1976
1979
1970
1978
1968
1986
1970
1968
1966
1970
1972
1975
1979
1977
1979
1979
1966
1970
1970
1971
1970
1975
1979
1979
1973
1975
1978
1979
1981
1976
1973
1975
1979
1970
1968
1977
1979
1975
1967
1968
1970
1979
1966
1985

60
46
50
37
20
57
24
21

26
6 
19
4 

21 
31
15
39 
35 
23

142
127
163
61
149
42
202
58

97
113
151
170
178
125
97
113
169
55
36
131
156
109
24
37
57
161
9

196

50
5
3

45
18
88
7

48
96
63
45
56
49
51
39
16
14
32 
25 
33 
87
7 

37 
33 
26 
79
5

41
3

55
89
112
170
131
163
172
14
63
65
77
64
116
156
155

Assets, con'td
Special Provision

Atomic Energy
Auction
Audit
Aviation
Awards, Ex-Gratia
Bank,

Employees
Moratorium (Eastern States) 

Banking
(Currency Conversion)
Decree
Decree (Amendment)

Federal Mortgage
Federal Mortgage (Amendment)
Federal Savings
Nigerians Industrial Development Bank

Bankruptcy Decree
Banks Motor Vehicle Loans
Basins

Chad
Chad (Amendment)
Development Authority
Development Authorities
Development Authorities (Amendmen )
Niger-Delta
Sokoto-Rima
Sokoto Rima (Amendment)

Bayero University
Bees (Import Control and Management)
Betting

Duties (Amendment)
Gaming Machine Prohibition
Pool and Casino Gaming

Bight of Bonny
Bills, Treasury

Births Registration .
Borrowing by Public Body (Amendment) 
Boundary (Adjustment)

Obligations Eastern States)
Obligations Eastern States)(Amendment) 
(Special Provisions) (Amendment)
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Central Bank of Nigeria (Amendment)

City Council
Civic Registration

College, Administrative Staff College (ASCON)
(Amendment)

College, Educational Accreditation Correspondence
College, Educational Correspondence
College, Federal
Commercialisation
Commission, Civil Service

Central Bank of Nigeria (Currency Conversion) 
(Amendment)

Central-Eastern State

Civil Rule
Civil Service, Commission
Civil Service (Re-organization)
Coal, Corporation

1987
1979
1986
1967
1973
1979
1979
1973
1973
1973
1967
1967
1968
1968
1969
1970
1970
197'
1976
1967
1968
1969
1970
1968
1976
1977
1977
1971
1976
1969
1968
1969
1966
1979
1984
1986
1987
1984
1988
1977
1982
1973
1987
1987
1977
1986
1988
1984

Central-West
Certain Judicial Acts
Champagne
Cheques, Dishonoured
Chief Justice of Nigeria
Chief Justice of a State 
Cinematograph (Amendment) 
Citizenship

38
56
15
44
14
12
19
26
42
43
35
50
17
50
4

40
59
46
38
51
48
46
25
7

60
14
44
2

41
24
32
21
25
51
28
29
19
16
43
36
6

39
41
32
11
4

33
16

212 
164 
200
28
93
155
156
96
99
99
27
30
34
41
44
62
66
89
125
30
40
52
59
32
129
132
139
67
126
48
37
48
7

163
188
203
208
185
222
137
179
98
212
211
132
197
220
185

Boundary (Commission) 
British Petroleum 
Brown Card 
Capital Gains Tax 
Capital Issue 
Capital Transfer Tax 
Casino Gaming 
Census
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Securities and Exchange

Special Provisions

Constitution

Commission
Energy-

Constables
Constituent Assembly

For Rehabilitation
Law Reform
Museums and Monument
National Assembly
Police Service
Primary Education
Public Complaints

1979
1983
1988
1969
1985
1979
1981
1980
1988
1975
1979
1979
1981
1988
1978
1977
1970
1971
1971
1977
1979
1968
1966
1968
1972
1973
1966
1977
1977
1977
1978
1988
1988
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1967
1967
1967
1967
1968
1968

62 
1

32 
41
6 

77
5 
3 

31 
31 
21 
71
9 

29 
17 
29 
19 
10 
23
21 
10 
52 
35 
51 
32 
19
7 

50 
52 
56 
23 
14 
24

1 
14 
17 
20 
34 
36 
50
55 
59 
69
8 
13 
20 
27
2 

44

Pioneer
Public Bodies

166 
181 
220
51 
192 
168 
177 
175 
220
114 
157 
167 
178 
219 
149 
135
58 
69
71
134 
154
41
9 

41 
87 
94
4 

140 
140 
141 
149 
216 
218

3 
5 
5 
6 
9 
9

11
12 
13 
15 
21 
22 
24 
25
31 
39

Statutory Corporation
Commodity Board
Companies, Income Tax (Amendment)
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Constitution, cont'd.

■

Constitution (Federal Republic of Nigeria)

Copyright

Standing Tenders Board Dissolution

Convicted Offenders
Cooperative Development

Corneal Grafling
Corporation

Defence (Amendment)
Deposit Insurance
Dissolution
Export Credit Guarantee and Insurance
Federal Government Newspaper
Gaskiya (Winding up)
Insurance (Amendment)
Mining
Mining (Amendment)
N.N.P.C. (Amendment)
National Petroleum (Amendment)
Northern Nigeria Housing
Petroleum
Reinsurances
Reinsurance (Amendment)
Standing Tenders Board
Standing Tenders Board (Amendment)

1969
1969
1970
1971
1972
1974
1974
1975
1975
1976
1976
1977
1976
1978
1978
1979
1979
1984
1985
1986
1988
1974
1976
1987
1970
1988
1973
1979
1988
1978
1988
1973
1977
1981
1972
1977
1979
1978
1969
1977
1977
1981
1968
1968
1972
1973
1975
1978

40
42
10
36
5

17
33
6

32
4

42
15
46
25
26
104
105

1
17
26
5
5

28
29
61
47
23
93
22
17 
15 
34 
71
10 
39 
34 
44
16 
31 
33 
49
11
54
60
28
4 

11 
18

51 
51 
56 
74 
82 
104 
107 
109 
114 
118 
126
133 
139 
149 
150 
173 
174 
182 
194 
202 
215 
101
123 
210 
66 
223 
95
171 
218 
148 
217
97 
144 
178 
88 
136 
162 
148 
49 
136 
140 
178
41 
42 
86 
91 
110 
148
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Corrupt Practices

Courts, Criminal Justice Procedure

Supreme

Statutory Service Commission Dissolution
Special Provision

Correspondence Colleges

Council. Interim Administrative
(Amendment)

Counterfeit and Fake Drug
Counterfeit Currency
Counterfeit Currency

(Amendment)
Counterfeit Special Provision

(Amendment)
Courts, Appeal

Criminal Code 
Culture

1985
1972
1968
1968
1969
1971
1972
1972
1973
1975
1978
1969
1977
1987
1975
1979
1967
1967
1968 
1988 
1974
1975
1984
1986
1976
1979
1988
1970
1976
1966
1975
1966
1970
1977
1982 
1966 
1978 
1968 
1977
1979 
1984 
1985 
1979 
1984
1971 
1975 
1976 
1987

14
38
59
53
30
32
6

44
3
10
17
34
11
32
38
27
26
38
6

21
22
37 
22
8 

43 
59
8 

48 
50 
84 
30 
12 
44 
19
7

11
3
4
4
2

23
9

41
10
20
3

39
5

194
88 
42 
41 
49 
73
82 
89 
91 
110 
148
50 
132 
211 
116 
158
25
27
32 
218 
105
115
187
198
126
165
215
63
127
18
114

4
62
133
179

4 
145
31 
130 
153 
187 
192 
161
184
70 
109 
125 
205

Courts, Criminal Justice (Release from Custody) 
Courts

Federal
Lagos
Local
Military
Military

Corporation, cont'd.
Statutory (Modification etc.)
Staturory Pensionable Officers
Statutory Salaries and allowance
Statutory Service Commission
Statutory Service Commission (Amendment)

Courts, Criminal (Disposal of certain Exhibits) 
Courts, Criminal Justice (Detention of persons) 
Courts, Criminal Justice (Miscellaneous Provision)
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Curfew

Customs, Excise Management (Amendment)

Tariff (Consolidation)

Defence Industries Corporation (Exclusion) 
Detention. Persons

Daily Times
Dams
Deaths Registration
Decimal Currency
Decimal Currency (Amendment)
Decongestion, Ports
Decongestion. Ports
Defamatory
Defence Industries Corporation (Amendment)

(Special Panel and Other Provisions) 
Tariff (Amendment)

(Special Provisions)
(Take-over and Disposal of Stock fish) 

Customs, Excise
(Miscellaneous Provisions)

Currency
Conversion Central Bank (Amendment)
Decimal
Decimal (Amendment)
Decimal Forfeiture of Proceeds of Certain
Freezing Orders
Illegal Transactions)
South-Eastern and Other States)
Special Provision's (Amendment)

1966
1966

1968
1971
1972
1971
1974
1968
1975
1984
1966
1966
1968
1970
1972
1974
1978
1975
1977
1978
1978
1986
1987
1977
1967
1967
1968
1968
1970
1972
1973
1974
1984
1979
1970
1979
1971
1972
1985
1986
1966
1972
1979
1969
1966
1966
1966

45
58

49
21
49

146
149 
203 
205 
137
21
28
34
42
59
82
92
103 
187 
173
55
161
71
90
193
199
10
88
171
53
3
4
4

68
108
33
115
187
10
18
40
56
83
106
147
116
139

40
71
90

10
13

8
24
32

1
38
6

42
18
55
26
7
6

14
24
101

1
39
21
49
13
11
44
40
93
50
3
8

10

6
36
11
37
22
43
84
46
7
10
26
14
41
47
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Detention. Persons, cont'd.

Income Tax
Interim Assets

1966 
1966 
1966 
1966 
1966 
1966 
1966 
1966 
1966 
1966 
1966
1966 
1966 
1966 
1967 
1967 
1967 
1967 
1969 
1971 
1976 
1979
1984 
1986 
1988 
1971 
1974 
1979 
1970 
1987 
1988 
1977 
1966
1987 
1987 
1979 
1988 
1974 
1986 
1969 
1970
1967
1970
1970
1971
1970
1970

Dock Labour
Drugs. Fake
Drugs, Food
Ecowas, Brown Card Scheme
East-Central State

Eastern States 
Administration of Justice 
Bank Moratorium 
Banking Obligation

18 
24 
39 
40 
47 
52
53 
54 
56 
64 
70 
71
77 
78 
11 
22 
23 
36
36

1 
50

1 
2

12 
30 
55
4 

45 
37
4 
10 
44
4
2 

13 
13 
21 
35 
15
46 
34
48
21
56
49
20
39

6 
7 

10 
10 
11 
12 
12 
12 
12 
14 
15 
15 
16 
17
22 
24 
24 
27 
50 
67 
127 
153 
182 
199 
219
79 
101 
162 
61 
205 
216 
139
3 

205 
207 
155 
218 
107 
200 
52 
61
29
58
65
77
58
61

Director of Audit 
Directorate, Food, Road... 
Diseases, Animal 
Dishonoured Cheques 
Disorder. Suppression 
Disturbances, Civil

Diamond Trading
Diplomatic Immunities and Priviledges (Amendment)
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Economic Emergency

(Amendment)
(Amendment)
(Consolidation ec.)

Emergency, Provisions
Emergency, Relief
Emoluments
Employees Housing Schemes (Special Provisions)

National
Electoral Decree
Electoral Local Government
Electoral Participation in politics and Election (Prohibition)
Electricity, NEPA

Electoral, Act
(Amendment)

Electoral Commission
(Amendment)

1973
1987
1988
1984
1977
1987
1978
19G6
1970
1972
1973
1974
1976
1977
1985
1988
1988
1972
1979
1977
1973
1973
1982
1983
1977
1978
1979
1979
1979
1987
1977
1987
1987
1972
1975
1975
1977
1979
1982
1969
1976
1966
1979

1985
1986
1986
1977
1982

22
2

35
70
2

196
197
201
1 14
179

Minimum Standards
Primary
Research and Development Council
Research Council
Research Council (Amendment)
Technical
WAEC

39 
41 
31 
18 
11
32
2 

23 
62
3

12 
37 
13 
10 
16 
31 
53 
31
6
9 

27 
12
8
5 

41 
32 
15 
26 
32 
23 
73 
37 
25
24
8 

14 
35 
64
4 

16 
48 
37 
54

98 
212 
220 
186 
132 
211 
145

7
66
81
93 
108 
120 
132 
194 
220 
224
87 
1S1 
131
96
93 
180 
181 
138 
151 
155 
158 
159 
209 
144 
212 
209
85 
110 
111 
137 
166 
179
47 
127
9 

164

Economic Research
Economic Stabilisation
Education

Administrative Staff College

Advanced Legal Studies
Correspondence Colleges
Federal Colleges
Joint Admission
Legal
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Miscellaneous Provisions (Amendment)
(Special Provisions)
(Special Panel...)
Tariff (Amendment)
Tariff (Authority to Reprint)

Ex-Gratla Award
Exclusive Economic Zone
External Loans

(Amendment)
Export, Credit Guarantee and Insurance Corporation
Export, Promotion

Excise, Customs Management (Take-over...
Excise. Customs

(Miscellaneous Provisions)

Excise (Control of Distillation) (Amendment)
Excise, Customs (Disposal of Goods) 
Excise, Customs Management (Amendment)

Entertainment
Environmental Protection Agency 
Estate Surveyors and Valuers 
Evidence (Amendment) 
Exchange Control 

(Amendment) 
(Anti-Sabotage) 
Commission 
Commission (Amendment)

Energy. Atomic
Energy, Commission

1976 
1979 
1983 
1970 
1970 
1975 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1974 
1976 
1977 
1987 
1966 
1988 
1975 
1988 
1977 
1977 
1984 
1979 
1981 
1985 
1988 
1970 
1970 
1966 
1966 
1968 
1970 
1972 
1974
1978 
1977
1978
1978
1986
1987
1975
1977
1967
1969
1968
1978
1970
1978
1988
1977

8
24
32

1
41
38
43
3

57
28
38
30
15
3

46 
62
1 

28 
55 
28
4 

28
7 

13 
27
3 

34 
66 
58 
24 
17 
57 
59
7 

71
9 
1 

29 
54 
14 
43 
85 
46
7 

10 
26 
14 
47

127 
166 
181
59 
65 
113
81
96 
102 
103 
123 
130 
211
14 

225 
113 
277 
141 
142 
183 
167 
178 
191
219 
65 
57 
10 
18 
40 
56 
83
106 
147 
139
146 
149 
203 
205 
116 
137
28
44
42 
150
61 
151 
217 
130

Enforcement, Powers of
Engineers (Registration, etc)
Engineers (Reglstratlon)(Amendment)
Enterprises Promotion
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Export, Promotion (Council)

Evidence (Amendment)

Extradiction
(Amendment)

Public Moneys 
Wages Board

Eye Centre
Federal Capital Territory
Federal Capital Territory Applicable Laws
Federal Courts of Appeal
Federal Courts of Appeal (Amendment)

(Retiring Age) 
Federal Highways 

(Amendment) 
Federal Housing Authority 

(Amendment)
Federal Loans Board Repeal 
Federal Military Government 
Federal Mortgage Bank 

(Amendment)
Federak Polytechnics 
Federal Radio Corporation 
Federal Saving Bank 

(Amendment)
Fertilizer Board
Film Corporation 
Finance

(Amendment)
Act
Control and Management 
Financial Year 
(Miscellaneous)

1976 
1988 
1966 
1970 
1988 
1977 
1988 
1979 
1976 
1984 
1976 
1979 
1982 
1977 
1977 
1974 
1977 
1973 
1973 
1975 
1973 
1971 
1973 
1973 
1977 
1979 
1984 
1977 
1979 
1979 
1979 
1974 
1979 
1977 
1979 
1969 
1971 
1981 
1987 
1980 
1972 
1976 
1977 
1977 
1979 
1985 
1987 
1987 
1968 
1973

26 
41 
87 
49
4 

68 
17 
52
6 

12 
43 
59
7 

41
102 
138 
93 
98 
115 
97 
67 
94 
99 
134 
163 
185 
131 
163 
160 
154 
106 
172 
131 
165 
50 
70 
77 
210 
175
89 
121 
138 
142 
172 
191 
207 
209
35 
91

i
I

123 
222 
19 
64 
214 
143 
217 
163 
118 
184 
126 
165 
179 
138 

62 142 
6 

43 
13 
38 
36 
30 
4 

18 
40 
23 
49 
13 
7 

48 
33 
8 

38 
96 
8 

61 
32 
16 
21 
27 
2 

47 
15 
42 
61 
98 
4 

12 
21 
24 
1

i H'l'

Federal Electoral Commission
Federal Government Newspapers
Federal Government Staff Housing Board
Federal Government Staff Housing Board (Amendment)
Federal High Court

(Amendment)
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Firearms (Amendment)

Robbery

Fire Service

Gaming Machines

Gas

Gaskiya Corporation 
Gratuities
Grafting, Comeal 
Guard Companies

1966 
1968 
1966
1970 
1971
1974 
1974 
1976 
1977
1984 
1984 
1984 
1986 
1966
1963 
1971 
1968 
1974 
1966
1966 
1970 
1974 
1975 
1976
1984 
1974 
1977 
1975 
1974
1976 
1984 
1977 
1976 
1971
1973 
1978 
1975 
1973 
1979
1967 
1972 
1972 
1977 
1979
1979 
1985 
1977 
1969 
1973
1986

202
16

Fisheries
Flags of Nigerian Ships
Food and Drugs
Forces Acts (Amendment)

8 
13 
15 
63 
77 
102 
106 
125 
138 
183 
186

73 
36 
107

3 
5 

64 
101 
100 
121
184 
107 
135 
114 
108 
121
183 
134 
120
77 
98 
151 
110
95 
157
28 
86 
90 
131 
156 
172 
192
144
53 
95 
203

31 
61 
68 
47 
48
8 

29 
40 
39
5 

21 
33 189 
28 
74 
11 
30 
29 
35
6 

16 
52
3 
1

17 
11 
35 
28 
29 
36 
18
6 

20 
14 
47 
37 
35
9 

25 
22 
44 
26 
48
6 

19 
99
7 

71 
49 
23 
33

Forfeiture, Assets
(Director of Special Structures Co. Ltd.)
(Messrs Davis)

Forfeiture. Proceeds of Legal Transaction
Forfeiture, Property (8 Okotle-Eboh Street, Ikqyi)
Freezing of Accounts
Fund, Agricultural Credit Scheme
Fund, Industrial (Amendment)
Fund, Industrial Training
Fund, Industrial Training (Amendment)
Fund, National Provident
Fund, Petroleum Equalisation
Fund, Petroleum Technology Development
Fund, Southern Africa Relief
Gain Tax
Games
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Tear No.

Immigration, Special Provisions (Repeal) 
Immunities. Diplomatic

Human Rights. African 
Immigration.

Industrial Development 
Management (Amendment

Hire Purchase
(Amendment 

Holidays, Public 
Honours, Merit Award 
Honours, National 
Hospitals,

Orthopaedic
Psychiatric

Housing. Corporation 
Housing. Federal

Tax Management (Uniform)
Tax (Miscellaneous Provisions)

1971
1984
1978
1977
1966
1967
1968
1972
1966
1966
1971
1971
1971
1977
1979
1979
1971
1968
1972
1973
1975
1973
1974

1988
1979
1966
1971
1973
1986
1988
1966
1970
1984
1979
1979
1979
1979
1969
1973
1974
1977
1983
1969
1972
1986
1988
1974
1979

Page
222 
162
4

67
94 
203 
220
10
58 
188 
164 
166

Imports,
Duties Relief
Pre-shipment (Amendment)
Pre-shipment Inspection
(Prohibition)

Income. (Amendment)
Income Tax (Amendment)

(Amendment)
(Armed Forces and Other Persons)
(Authorised) (Amendment)
(Authorised Communication)
Companies (Amendment)

Harmful Waste 
Heroes. National 
High Court 
Highways 
Highways, Federal

13
30
36
14
65
45
58
51
32
30
10
23
51
21
10
28
22
35
24
41
7

17
28

91
92
31
40
6

23
2

33
8

14
50
4

45

42
47
11
4

18
30
34
42
23
26
53
65

171 
171
49
99 
102 
134 
181
50 
82 
200 
224 
101
162
69 
188 
152 
132
14 
29 
42 
90
8
8 

69 
71 
78 
134 
154 
158
71 
37 
71 
99
110
106
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Year No. Pa£e
Income Tax. cont'd.

Industries. Defence

Income Tax Rents 
Indian Hemp

Petroleum
Petroleum

Training Fund
Training Fund (Amendment)

1969
1966
1975
1984
1983
1971
1971
1971
1970
1979
1966
1971
1971
1973
1976
1976
1969
1979

1984
1972
1986
1968
1971
1972
1977
1979
1986
1971
1976
1976
1979
1986
1985
1986
1969
1976
1981
1988
1988
1967
1968
1972
1967
1974
1977
1987

8 
19 
34 
27
3 

13 
22 
22
53 
40 
83 
33 
47
37 
14 
53 
50
93

37
30
5

56
35
14
45
43
16
37
52
52
20
6 
3

15
22
59
10
15
40
49
10
17
32
27
13
44

190
86 
198
42
139
83
139
162 
200
88
128
128 
157 
198
191
200
48 
129 
178 
217
221
30
32
84
26 
106 
132 
213

45
6

115
188
181
69
71
71
64
161
18
74
77
98
120
128
53
171

Industrial Arbitration
Development (Import)
Development (Income Tax)
Development Income Tax Relief (Amendment)
Inspectorate
Promotion
Research

Institutes,
Agriculture
Chartered Accountants (Amendment)
Labour Studies
Medical Laboratory Technology
NIAA

Policy and Strategic Studies
Transport Technology
Water Resources

Insurance, Motor Vehicles
ECOWAS
National
National
National
Nigerian Deposit
(Special Provision)

International Centre
Internal Loans
Internal Loans (Rehabilitation....)
International Institute of Tropical Agriculture
International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (Am
Interpretation (Amendment)

(Amendment)
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Year No.

Judicial Officers (Extension of Period of Sendee

Legal Practitioners (Amendment)

(Amendment)(No.2) 
Legal Aid Education

Institutes of Labour Studies
Lagos. City Council
Lagos, Oba
Lagos Port Operations

1976 
1970 
ji?70
1976
1968 
■1978
1979
1971
1979 
1985 
1969
1976
1978
1979
1979 
1979 
1976
1977 
1968 
1969
1971
1972 
1974 
1975

1967
1978
1976
1979
1969
1969
1969
1971
1984
1979
1979
1974
1968
1974
1978
1988
1986
1966
1966
1970
1971
1967
1972
1979

49 
2 

60 
36 
28
38 
39
2 

35 
73 
46 
20
56 
21 
21 
27
5 

25 
37 
31
15
7 

34 
46

page
30 
145 
129 
160
49 
51 
51 
67 
189 
168 
162 
104
42 
104 
149 
219 
198
7 
9 

60 
70 
21 
87 
162

33 
30
4 

33 
38
6 

94 
52
7
6 

21 
55 
34 
18 
18 
55
13 
10
9 

54 
54 
36 
25 
15

124
60 
55 
124
38 
146 
171
78 
154 
192
48 
128 
151 
156 
156 
164 
120 
132
32 
54 
78 
88 
105 
111

Laws, Federation of Nigeria,
Laws, Nigerian Reform 

(Amendment)
Leadership Training
Legal Aid

(Amendment)

Lagos Town Planning
Lagos University Teaching hospital (Amendment)
Lake, Kainji
Land,

(Miscellaneous Provision)
Perpetual Succession (Amendment)
Public Acquisition (Amendment)
Public Acquisition (Miscellaneous Provision)
State Compensation

Land Use Decree

Investment Disputes, SettJLement--
Jolnt Admission and Matriculation .Beard
Judicial Certain Acts
Judicial Certain Office
Judicial Certain Office (Confirmation)

(Special Provisions)

Kaduna Polytechnic 
Kalnji'Lake National Park 
Kidnapping
Laboratory Technology 
Labour,

(Amendment)
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No. P»ge
Legal Practitioners, cont'd.

Legion

Loans, Local

Loans. Revolving
Loans, Students

Limitation
Limitation, Patent Right 
Livestock Breeds 
Livestock Meat 
Loans, External

Loans, Federal Loans Board 
Loans. Internal

Local Government
Local Loans (Amendment)

1976 1
1977
1977 i
1979
1979
1988
1977
1988
1986
1970
1969
1970
1987
1966
1968
1987
1971
1970
1978
1979
1968
1972
1976
1979
1968
1972
1972
1988
1987
1976
1979
1988
1973
1968
1969
1971
1971
1970
1975
1988
1969
1979
1979
1968
1966
1988
1972
1966
1970
1977

Levies, Development
Liabilities
Library, Public Archieves
Library, National

29 1 
40 1 
67
9 
75 
46 
25 
37 
37 
39 
20 
29 
26 
88
8 

33 
42 
38 
30 
49 
10
17 
32 
63 
16 
21 
25
12 
37 
32 
63 
16 
29
3 
17 
14 
46 
18
2 
59 
44 
68 
67

' 56
’ 73
! 38

1 
62 
43 
16

123
138
143 
154 
168 
223 
135 
221 
204
61
47
60
210
19
32
211
76
61 
151 
163
32
84 
124 
166
34 
85 

' 85
I 216 
' 212

124 
166 
217
97 
31 
47
69
77
57
109 
225
52 
167 
166
42
16

221
81
13
62 
133

Section III: Key Words Index

Year

Maritime Academy
Marketing (Amendment)
Marketing Board

Marriage Act (Amendment)
Marriage (Validation) 
Matrimonial Causes 

(Amendment)
Media, Nigerian Council of
Medical and Dentists Practitioners 

(Amendment)
Medical College
Medical Laboratory
Medical Practitioners
Medical Rehabilitation
Medical Research Council 
Merchant Shipping (Casualties) 

(Amendment)
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No.Year

Merchant Shipping, cont'd.

Military Courts (Special Powers) 

(Amendment)

1977 
1978 
1966 
1968 
1971 
1974 
1968 
1977 
1979 
1984 
1985 
1976 
1968 
1972 
1975 
1969 
1984 
1968 
1968 
1969 
1971 
1979
1977 
1979 
1986 
1979 
19P8 
1981 
1977 
1973 
1973 
1979 
1984 
1986 
1979 
1969 
1975 
1987 
1987 
1979 
1985 
1986 
1986 
1987
1972 
1976 
1979 
1977 
1979

16 1
29 
79 
23 
40 
31 
4 
4 
2

23 
9 
2 

57 
18 
13 
29 
29 
16 
33 
27 
45 
77
7 

48 
15 
77 
13
5 
9 
26 
42 
51 
28 
29 
77
41
3 
5 

33 
13 
22
2 

35 
23 
24 
48 
52
8 

65

Page
133 
150
17
35 
75 
107
31 
130 
153 
187 
192 
118
42 
84 
111
49 
188
34 
37 
49 
76 
168 
131 
163 
200
168 
216

i 177
I 131

96
99 
163 
188 
203 
168
51 
109 
205 
211 
155 
196 
197 
204
209
85 

127 
163 
131 
166

Midwives
(Amendment)

Military (Disability Provisions)
Military Governors. Advisers (Ex-Gratla Award)
Military Pension (Amendment)

Minerals A'J i^ner idment)

Minerals Tin
Minerals Tin Oiv.
Mines and Quarries (Control of Building)
Miscellaneous Provision (Amendment)
Monuments
Mortgage Bank

Motor Vehicles
Museums
Mutual Assistance
National Assembly Service Commission Act
National Board for Technical Education
National Census

(Amendment)
National Civic Registration

(Amendment)

National Commission for Museums and Monuments
National Commission for Rehabilitation
National Council for Arts and Culture.

Amendment)
National Crop Varieties and Livestock Breed (Registration)
National Dock Labour
National Economic Emergency Powers

(Amendment)
National Economic Emergency Powers (Extension, etc.)
National Electoral Commission
National Electric Power Authority
National Emergency Relief Agency
National Eye Centre
National Fertilizer Board
National Honours (Amendment)

Index to the Laws of Nigeria, 1966-1988
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No.

Repeal etc.

News Agency of Nigeria 
(Amendment)

Newspapers Corporation

National Institute for Labour Studies
National Institute for Policy and Strategic Studies
National Library Board

(Amendment)

1986
1979
1970
1976
1979
1987
1979
1981
1979
1983
1987
1967
1972
1976
1978
1974
1967
1968
1968
1969
1970
1972
1979
1980
1977
1978
1987
1986
1987
1971
1979
1978
1974
1985
1973
1974
1974
1979
1979
1985
1973
1970
1980
1976
1978
1966
1973
1977

5 ]
20 
29
9 

29
26 
67
6 

70
6 
7

40 
35 
35 
35 
39 
52

1 
39 
25 
11 
50 
76

1 
5 

19 
20 
19 
10 
34
60 
7 
1 
3

24 
11 
24 
17 
42 
21
9 
8 
6
19 
10
2 

34 
62

Page
198 
157
60
119
159 
210 
166 
177
167 
181 
206
28
87
124 
151 
108
30
31
38
48
56
90
168
175
130 
148 
208 
201
206
74
165
146
101

1 191
95
103
105
156
162
195
92
56
175
121
147

3 
97 
142

National Medical College
National Minimum Wage Act
National Office of Industrial Property
National Open University Act
National Productivity Centre
National Provident Fund (Amendment)

National Salt Company of Nigeria
National Science and Technology Act «rf-n<-v
National Science and Technology Development Ag y 

(Amendment)
National Science and Technology Fund
National Security Agencies
National Shipping Policy
National Sports Commission
National Steel Council
National Teachers' Institute
National Universities Commission
National Water Resource Institute
National Youth Service Corps
National Youth Service Corps (Amendment)

(Management Board)
National Reconstruction and Development Sav g

(Amendment)

Natural Sciences and Research Council of Nlge 
Navy

Section III: Key Words Index
Tear



Index to the Law of Nigeria, 1966-1988276
Year Ko.

Nigerian Council for Management Development

Nigerian Film Corporation
Nigerian Institute of Advanced Legal Studies
Nigerian Institute of International Affairs
Nigerian Institute of International Affairs (Amendment)

Nigerian Pilgrims Board
Nigerian Pools Company Limited Take-Over

1987 
1970 
1976 
1977 
1977 
1976 
1976 
1968 
1978 
1977 
1982 
1976 
1981 
1966 
1966 
1970 
1975 
1972 
1979 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1976 
1977 
1979 
1984 
1971 
1972 
1977 
1979 
1986 
1977 
1979 
1986 
1987 
1979 
1985 
1977 
1971 
1979 
1977 
1979 
1979 
1971 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1975 
1972

Fago
206
55 
125 
136 
132 
126 
127
37 
149 
137 
179 
127 
177
15 
18 
55 
115
87 
154
81
98 
103 
123 
130 
165 
186
74 
83 
139 
162 
200 
144 
165 
198 
211 
154 
192
135
76 
159 
136 
162 
164
70 
136
162
111
84

Nigerian Institute of Social and Economic Research 
(Amendment)

Nigerian Institute of Transport Technology
Nigerian Issue of Non-Voting Equity Shares
Nigerian Law Reform Commission

Amendment)
Nigerian Legion (Interim Management Committee)
Nigerian Livestock and Meat Authority

(Repeal etc.)
Nigerian Mining Corporation (Amendment)
Nigerian National Heroes Register
Nigerian National Merit Award
Nigerian National Oil Corporation
Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation 

(Amendment)

6 
1 

37 
32 
12 
45 
46 
32 
20 
36
6 

51
4 

72 
83
6 

33 
31
6 
4 

28 
13 
27
3 

61 
18 
35 
14 
45 
43 
16 
70 
58
6 

34
7 
6 

25 
42 
31 
34 
47 
53 
18 
33 
16 148 
44 
16 
20

Nigerian Council for Medical Research
Nigerian Council for Scientific and Industrial Research
Nigerian Council for Science and Technology
Nigerian Council for Science and Technology (Amendment)
Nigerian Educational Research Council

(Amendment)
Nigerian Enterprises Promotion

(Amendment)

Newswatch (Proscription and Prohibition for Circulation) 
Niger Dams (Amendment)
Niger Delta Basin Development Authority

(Amendment)
Nigeria Police for (Miscellaneous Provisions)
Nigerian Airport Authority
Nigerian Atomic Energy Commission
Nigerian Citizenship Validation
Nigerian Civil Aviation Training Centre (Amendmei.., 
Nigerian Coal Corporation (Amendment)
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Tear No.

Orphans
Orthopaedic Hospital
Parks
Parliament Dissolution
Participation In Politics and Elections Prohibition
Passport (Miscellaneous Provisions)
Patent and Designs
Patent Rights (Limitation)
Pensions (Amendment)

Pensions
Armed Forces
Federal Fire Service
Graduitles (War Service) 
Increase
Military (Amendment)

1987
1978
1968
1970
1977
1976
1978
1976
1984
1971
1974
1977
1976
1976
1970
1971
1974
1979
1966
1967
1966
1974
1971
1972
1968
1971
1969
1983
1971
1976
1984
1966
1979
1979
1967
1987
1985
1970
1968
1966
1972
1979
1966
1969
1975
1972
1975

103
74
49
42
18
13

194
66
32
16
84
173
16
5311784111

Page 
208 
151 
38 
57 
140 
121 
147 
121 
189
70 
108 
134 
128 
129
55
76 
106 
171
7 

27
9 

104
68 
85 
37 
68 
45 
181
79 
121 
189
16 
171 
162
22

18 
31 
36 
17 
49 
16 
13 
20 
32 
19 
41 
24 
54 
57
2 

44 
30 
89 
27 
37 
37 
20
9 

23 
34
9 
9 
6
56 
20 
32 
76 
91 
46 
12
25 209
15 
60
8 

75 
16

Oil. In Navigable
OU. Off-Shore OU Revenues
OU Terminal Dues
Open University
Organization, Nigerian Standard

(Amendment)

Nigerian Postal Service Department
Nigerian Press Council
Nigerian RaUway CorporaUion (Amendment)
Nigerian Research Institution (Amendment)
Nigerian Reinsurance Corporation
Nigerian Security Organization
Nigerian Shippers' Council
Nigerian Standard Organization (Amendment)

Nigerian Steel Development Authority
(Amendment)

Nigerian Television Authority
Nigerian Tourist Board
Northern Nigeria Radio CorporaUon (Winding Up)
Nurses

(Amendment)

Nursing and Midwifery (Registration, etc.)
Oaths
Oaths Transfer of Functions (Amendment)
Oba of Lagos (Emoluments)
Offences against the Persons (Special Provisions) 
Off-Shore OU revenues
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Tear PageNo.

Pensions, cont'd.

Petroleum Profit Tax (Amendment)

(Amendment)
Petroleum Production and Distribution

Ploner Companies
Police (Amendment)

Petroleum (Control)
(Amendment)

Petroleum Equalisation Fund
Petroleum, NNPC

1976
1966
1985
1988
1979
1971
1966 
1983
1968
1969
1973
1976
1977
1967
1968
1975
1977
1979
1977
1975
1976
1967
1970
1973
1977
1979
1979
1973
1972
1976
1969
1975
1986
1968
1967
1969
1971
1979
1987
1967
1977
1966
1980
1979
1984
1987
1987
1968
1969

118
13 

192 
224 
157
68
16 

181
37
53
93 
127 
137
26
33 
110 
136 
127 
137 
115 
127
20 
58 
93 
141 
153 
157
95 
88 
128 
52 
111 
199
41
20 
50 
75 
157 
207
28 
132
13 

175 
157 
184 
208 
209
35
53

Police Authority
Police (Miscellaneous Provisions)
Police Pension
Police Service Commission (Membership)
Policy, Studies
Political Parties
Political Programme
Politics
Polytechnics, Kaduna

Petroleum Technology Development Fund
Petroleum Training Institute

(Amendment)
Pharmacist
Pllgralms Board

2 
60
5 

51 
25
8 

76
2 

30 
51 
16 
49 
37 
28 
15
9 

33 
44 
37 
35 
49

1 
22 
15 
55
4 

24 
25 
37 
52 
45 
16
9 

52
4 

35 
37 
23 
14 
41 
12 
60
3 

20
9 
19 
25 
20 
52

Police
Rights of Judges
Rights of Judges (Amendment)
Transfer of Responsibility U.K. (Agreement)
Transferred Officers
Widows' and Orphans

Peoples Rights
Pest Decree
Petroleum

(Amendment)
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No. P*0»Tear

Polytechnics, Kaduna, cont'd.

Practitioners, Medical (Amendment)

Practitioners, Legal
Practitioners, Medical

Pre-Shipment Inspection of Imports 
(Amendment)

President •
Press Council
Price Control

Prices
Prisons

(Amendment)
Prisons (Amendment)
Prisons Service Board
Private Guard Companies
Private Universities (Abolition)
Privatisation and Commercialisation

(Amendment)
Private Universities (Abolition)
Privileges, Diplomatic

Probates (Re-Sealing)
Proceedings, Disciplinary
Produce

1979
1979
1987
1966
1979
1972
1969
1979
1985
1986
1975
1970
1971
1973
1967
1966
1966
1969
1987
1969
1979
1988
1968
1966
1969
1979
1988
1978
1984
1966
1978
1970
1971
1974
1977
1977
1966
1972
1973
1986
1968
1984
1988
1988
1984
1974
1979
1966
1976
1968
1969
1971

Pools, Betting
Pools, Betting and Casino Gaming
Pools, Company
Ports, (Amendment)
Ports, Decongestion Committee

33 : 
73 : 
28 : 
82 
19 
20 
55 
66 
13 
11 
40
31 
29 
11 
30 
81 
22 
14 
18 
44 
68
23
9 

73 
44 
68 
23 
36 
30 
38 
31 
33
3 

10
1 

30
9 
9 
5

14 
33 
19 
25 
33
19 
4

45 
13
3 

30 
48 
31

160 
168 
210 
17 
156 
84 
54 
166 
193 
199 
116 
60 
73 
92 
26
17
6 

46 
208 
52 
167 
218 
32 
16 
52 
167 
218 
152 
188
9 

151 
60 
67 
102 
130 
136
4 

83 
■ 91

200 
203 
186 
218 
220

l 186 
I 101 
> 162

5 
118 
37 
53 
73

Post and Telecommunlctlons
Post Office (Amendment
Post Office (Miscellaneous Provisions)
Post Office (Miscellaneous Provisions) (Amendment!
Postal Services
Practitioners, Dental

(Amendment)

(Amendment)
Ports, (Emergency Provisions)
Ports, Lagos Ports Operations
Ports, Nullification of Certain Transaction
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Tear Ko.

Property, Recovery of Public

Public Order

Public Property

Public Service 
Publication 
Quarries

1978
1987
1984
1979 
1971 
1979 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1976 
1984 
1984 
1986 
1987 
1987 
1967 
1972 
1974 
1976 
1978 
1969 
1975 
1979 
1979 
1984 
1968 
1966 
1968 
1968 
1970 
1976 
1984 
1985 
1966 
1966 
1970 
1971
1979 
1985 
1970 
1984 
1984 
1986 
1969 
1966 
1969 
1969

5
6

34
145
206
189

Proscription 
Provident Fund

90 
7 

70 
57 
43 
22 
58
3 
8 

21 
22
6 

40 
35 
39 
35 
35 
20 
31 
21
3 

26 
24 
51 
37 
43 
46 
11 
17 
20 
33 
46 
41 
58
5 

19 
57
3 

14 
21
5 

44 
26 
27

171
68 
167
65 
76 
85 
129 
182 
183 
201
200 
206 
28 
87 
108 
124 
151
47 
114 
157 
153 
188
35 
11 
38 
39 
63 
120 
186 
195
9 

11 
62 
80 
153 
195 
65 
182 
185 
201
44 
10 
49 
49

Professional Bodies
Prohibition, Newswatch
Prohibition, Private Practice
Property,

Abandoned
Former Regional Governments
Industrial
Recovery of Public
(Amendment)
Recovery Public

Public Archives (Amendment)
Public Complaint Commission

(Amendment)
Public Holidays

(Amendment)
Public Moneys (Impounding)
Public Officers
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Tssr Ko.
Radio Corporation

Rehabilitation, Medical Therapists

)

Re-Sealing 
Research Council

1970 
1971 
1973 
1972 
1976
1977 
1966 
1981 
1982 
1984
1973 
1973

57
6
9

42
36
39
1

39
25
11
38
50
7

41
38
38
99
7

11
52
48
22
30
2
3

38
15
39
22
43
4
12
13
31
9

39

Re-Injection, Gas
Reinsurance

(Amendment)
Relief Agency National Emergency 
Relief Fund Southern Africa 
Religious Advisory Council 

(Amendment)
Religious Affairs
Remuneration
Rent Control
Requisition and Power

(Amendment) 
Revenue Court, Federal

(Retiring Age of Judges)

129 
154 
215 
213 
38 
212
31 
38 
48 
56 
61 
90 
68 
51 
61 

221 
172 
192 
178 
224 
127 
157 
210 
214 
205
9
5 

28 
35 
52 
55 
111

5 
87 
92 
212

Research Institutes 
(Amendment) . 
Agricultural 
Agricultural 
Petroleum 
Petroleum

Research, Social & Economic 
Revenue, Allocation

(Federation Account)

1976
1979 
1988
1987
1968 
1987
1968
1968
1969
1970
1970
1972
1971
1969 
1970
1988
1979
1985
1981
1988 
1976
1979
1987 
1988 
1987 
1966
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1975
1966
1972 
1973 
1987

57 
72 
98 
88 
128
144
14 
177 
179 
190
93 
97

Regional Government former (Disposal of) 
Rehabilitation

17 
25 
35 
37
52 
70 
67

1
1 

36 
13 
30

. Radiographers
Railway Corporation
Raw Materials
Reconstruction and Development Savings 

(Amendment)
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Year No. Page

River Basins

(Amendment)

Science and Technology

?!

Roads, Control of Federal Highways
Roads, Federal High ways
Roads, Federal Roads Safety Commission
Robbery, Firearms (Spoeclal Provisions)

Revenue Court, cont'd. 
(Amendment)

Scientific Research 
Second-Tier
Security Agencies
Security Organization

Rivers State
Rivers State Chief Judge

H

1973
1975
1976
1978
1969
1977
1979
1986
1971
1988
1970
1971
1974
1974
1976
1977
1984
1984
1986
1967
1968
1984
1968
1969
1977
1979
1986
1978
1979
1968
1968
1969
1970
1972
1974
1979
1977
1972
1986
1970
1975
1977
1978
1980
1987
1966
1986
1988
1976
1986

1
39
25
11
50
38
96
48
29
20
6

33
5

91
1

20
83
23
30
16
19

31
38 
48 
56 
90 
108 
172 
140
86 

201
55 
115 
130
175
208
18

201
219
121
201

38 
36 
25 
33
5 

65 
35 
30
4 

45 
47 
48
8 

29 
40 
39 
21 
33 
28
2 

33 
37 
59 
11 
30 
50
7 

27 
76

98 
115 
122 
151
44 
143 
160 
203
67 
222
63
77 
102 
106 
125 
138 
186 
189 
202
20 
37 
190
42 
45 136 
163 
198 
150 
168

Robbery, Suppression
Royalty Payments
Rural Management
Salaries and Allowances

Salaries, Productivity, Prices and Income Board
Sales by Auction
Sales Tax
Salt Company
Salt Company
Saving Banks. Development

(Amendment)
(Amendment)

Saving Banks, Federal Saving 
(Amendment)

Schools
Schools. School year



283Section III: Key Word* Index
No.Tear

Security, State

L

South Africa Relief 
Special Constables

Shippers Council 
Shipping, Flags 
Shipping Merchant

(Amendment)

Research
Development

South-Eastern State

Merchant Shipping 
Shipping, National Policy 
Social Development 

Mobilisation

1966 
1966 
1966 
1966 
1966 
1966 
1966 
1966 
1966 
1966 
1966 
1966 
1966 
1966 
1966 
1966
1966 
1966 
1967 
1967 
1967 
1976 
1977 
1979 
1979 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1978 
1966 
1968 
1981
1970 
1970 
1977 
1978 
1987 
1988 
1978 
1974 
1987 
1988 
1977 
1976 
1967 
1968 
1979 
1966

3 
8

10 
18 
24 
26 
39 
40 
47 
52 
53
54 
56 
64 
70 71 
77 
78 
11 
22
23 
16 
27

1 
71
2 
1

12 
13 
62 
29
8 

42 
43 
16
9 
10 
20 
29 
12 
31 
35 
70 
28 
34
3 

22
7

Page
3
4
4
6
7
7

10
10
11
12
12
12
12
14
15
15
16
17
22
24
24
121
135
153
167
182
191
199
147
13
36
178
62
62
133
145
206
218
150
103
210
221
144
123
27
31
157
4
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Tear Kb.

States Creation

Steel

Supplementary Appropriation

Species, Endangered
Sports

Stabilisation, Economic 
Staff Housing

Stock and Securities 
Strategic Studies 
Supreme Court

State Lands 
Statistics 
Statutory Corporation

11 
11 
34 
34
2 
6 

43 
54 
43 
54 
14 
19 
25 
16 
12 
17 
53
9 

38 
57 
59 
11 
30 
34 
32 
17 
16 
14 
19 
41 
60 
32 
20 
72
10 
21 
28 
80 
10 
25 
41
2 

12 
13 
47 
16 
50
5 

41

Page
193 
193 
74 
160 
179 
102 
138 
164 
138 
164 
22 
23 
25 
103 
120 
133 
140 
180 
38 
165 
42 
45 
49 
50 
73 
148 
185 
194 
70 
108 
165 
124 
157 
144 
184
6 
7

17 
22 
36 
39 
44 
46 
46 
52 
57 
64 
68 
76

1985 
1985 
1971 
1979 
1982 
1974 
1977 
1979 
1977 
1979 
1967 
1967 
1967 
1974 
1976 
1977 
1977 
1982 
1968 
1979 
1968 
1969 
1969 
1969 
1971 
1978 
1984 
1985 
1971 
1974 
1979 
1976 
1979 
1977 
1984 
1966 
1966 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1968 
1969 
1969 
1969 
1969 
1970 
1970 
1971 
1971



2b.

Tear
Supplementary Appropriation, cont'd.

Survey Co-ordination (Amendment)

Taxation
Capital Transfer Tax
Companies Income Tax (Amendemnt)
Companies Income tax (Amendment)

Suppression of Disorder 
Surgeons, Veterinary 
Survey 

(Amendment)

Entertainment
Finance (Miscellaneous Taxation Provisions)

Custom(Consolldatlon)
Custom(Consolldatlon)(Amendment)
Custom Excise (Amendment)

Custom Excise (Authority to Reprint)
Custom Excise (Consolldatlon)(Amendment)
Custom Management (Amendment)
Excise (Consolidation)

1979
1971
1971
1977
1979
1979
1979
1966
1977
1979

1968 
1968 
1967 
1967 
1970 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1967 
1968 
1969
1974 
1974 
1973 
1984

12 
10 
23 
21 
10
28 
95 
66 
61 
98

155
69
71
134 
154 
158 
172
14 

142 
172

27 
43 
40
5
5 

34 
55
11 

100
7
4

40 
42 
32
2 

34 
22 
42
2 

24 
31
10 
19
52 
55
6 

42 
26
7
6

14
43 
18
3

15
26
7 

25

41
42 
21 
28 
59 
82
92 
103
28 
34 
44 
103 
106
92 
187

86 
89 
108 
109 
118 
124 
128
147 
173 
176 
3 

212
39 
60 
91
107 
134 
39 
91
113 
203 
92 
217

1972 
1972 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1976 
1976 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1966 
1987 
1968 
1970 
1973 
1974 
1977 
1968 
1973 
1975
1986 
1973 
1988

Surveyors Estates
Surveyors Quantity
Tafawa Balewa Square Management
Tafawa Balewa Square Management (Amendment) 
Tariff

Companies Temporary Taxation
Companies Temporary Taxation (Amendment)
Custom (Amendment)

Section III: Key Words Index
No.
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No.Tear

Reconstitution of Board

(Amendment) 
Technical Education 
Technologists, Dental 
Technology, College

Petroleum (Amendment)
Petroleum Profits
Petroleum Profits Tax (Amendment)

Pool Betting 
Sales
Super Tax
Super Tax

Teacher's Institute 
Teaching Hospitals 

(Amendment) 
Benin 
Lagos 
Nigeria

1967
1971
1973
1975
1974
1972
1968
1970
1971
1971
1967
1970
1973
1977
1979
1979
1966
1986
1967
1969
1971
1978
1972
1977
1972
1974
1977
1973
1985
1988
1977
1987
1969
1970
1972
1976
1986
1986
1959
1977
1968
1968
1972
1973
1975
1978
1969
1967
1971

45
24 
41
7 

28 
42 
35
19 
11 
22
1

20 
15 
55
4 

24 
82
7

46
8 
12
7
33
51
34
23
58
74
10
7
9

43
23
24
19

1
13
6

1824
54
60
28
4

11
18
9
5

38

Page
29
71
99
110
106
89
37
58
69
71
20
58
93
141
153
157
17
198
29
45
69
146
87
140
87
105
141
193 
215 
131
213
48
59
84
118
199
198
47
134
41
42
86
91
110
148
45
20 
75

Tenders Dissolution
Terminal Dues
Territorial Waters (Amendment)

(Amendment)

Income (Amendment)
Income Tax Management (Amendment) 
Income Tax Management (Amendment) 
Income Tax Management (Uniform) 
Income Tax (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Income Tax Relief (Amendment) 
Income Tax Rents

Technology, College (Amendment) 
Technology, College Development 
Technology, Federal University 
Technology, Institute of Transport 
Telegraphs
Television Authority 
Tenders Board 
Tenders Board (Amendment)



28?Section III: Key

Territoiy, Federal Capital

Treasury Bills

Treasury Certificates 
Tribunals

Industrial Arbitration
Inquiries
Inquiry 
(Amendment) 
Judgement 
Review

(Central Labour Organizations) 
(Disqualification of Certain Persons)

(Essential Services)
(Amendment)
(Essential Services) (Amendment)

Trade, (EEC Preferences Under the Lome Convention)
TTade Unions,

(Academic Stalf Union of Universities
(Proscription)
(Amendment)

1983
1977
1966
1977
1985
1986

Tear
1976 
1984 
1985 
1988 
1968 
1968 
1976 
1988 
1967 
1973

1988 
1988 
1970 
1971 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1976 
1977 
1987 
1986 
1971 
1975 
1986 
1986 
1967
1968 
1970 
1968

1968
1969
1970
1973
1976
1977
1977
1988
1988
1976

3
18
41
2
8

25

26 
57 
27 
39 
15 
22 
86 
44 
15 
9 

17 
53 
21
6 
3

21 
31 
15 
40

21
16
36
36
23
54
69
39
57
47

181 
133
10 

130 
192 
202

(Miscellaneous Provisions)
Traffic, Right-Hand
Traffic Warden
Transportation, Nigerian Institute of Transport

6
12
12
38
16
33
54

3
7
8

Page

118 
184 
193 
221

34
37 

128 
214

21
92

219 
225 
59 
75 

133 
149 
170 
126 
133 
206 
200
78 

112 
198 
197
24 
37 
57 
39

35 
47 
61 
98

122 
141 
143 
221
225 
127

Worda Index
No.

Therapists
Tin
Tin Ore
Tourist
Town Planners
Town Planning
TTade, (Generalised System of Preferences)
TTade Disputes

(Emergency Provisions)
(Amendment)



1

288
PageNo.Tear

i

Bayero 
Benin 
Calabar 
Ibadan

Ife 
Ilorln 
Lagos

of Maldueuri
NUC
of Nigeria (Transitional Provisions)

1971
1975
1979
1975
1979
1972
1976
1975
1979
1966
1967
1972
1975
1976
1979
1974
1973
1978
1979
1979
1972
1979
1985
1969
1987
1973
1974
1978
1973
1966
1973
1987
1969
1970
1972
1976

1984
1984
1986
1986
1987
1988
1988
1986

26
22
79
20
80
13
31
23
81
29
3

12
27
30
83

1
44

1
84
85
34
74
10
37
40

1
32
37
27
76
20
17
23
24
19

1

186
188
201
202
205
219
223
197

20
31
22
27
2

28
48

1
72
112
169
112
169
83
124
112
169

8
20
83
113
123
169
101
99
145
170
170
87
168
193
51

212
91
107
152
96
16
94 
208
48
58
84 
118

Special Military
University

Ahmadu Bello

of Port Harcourt 
of Sokoto

University Teaching Hospital Lagos (Amendment)
University Teaching Hospital (Reconstitution of Board) 
University Teaching Hospital (Reconstitution of Board etc.) 
Veterinary Surgeons

(Amendment)
Wages Board and Industrial Councils
Weight and Measures

(Amendment)
West African Examinations Council
Widows’ and Orphans Pensions

(Validation and Commencement)
(Amendment)

Workmen's Compensation
Yaba College of Technology

(Amendment)

Tribunals, cont’d.
Special
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