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INTRODUCTION

Much studies have not been done in the legal component of the 
growing China - Africa cooperation in the same level as the 
economic and social aspects. Conflicts in the cooperation arise 
due to the gap in knowledge, especially in the context of 
differences in the laws and absence of harmonized rules. Thus, as 
globalization shrinks the spaces of international relations 
through knowledge and technology, an exposition on the legal 
systems and cooperation of China - Africa could be considered 
pioneering.

The book, “Contemporary Legal Cooperation: China and Africa. 
A Comparative Survey of Legal Systems" is, in the main, an 
exposition of the existence of law and democracy in China and 
Africa. Despite my over one decade of reportage of the judiciary 
in Africa, I was under the impression that China as a socialist 
country, has not achieved much in the construction of a fair, 
equitable and efficient legal system as the other democracies.
A major eye-opener for me was my findings in an online-based 
survey I conducted on the Chinese public confidence in their
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country's judiciary and human rights pubhshed in the digital 
and online versions of the Daily Trust of September 6, 2020, 
which showed about 90 percent confidence in the critical 
questions posed. This was after some media accounts across the 
world portrayed the Chinese legal framework for the control of 
the COVID49 pandemic as draconian. Details of this findings is 
contained in my feature titled: “Crushing COVID49 With 
Laws”https://dailytrust.com/crushing'covid'19'with'laws/

Furthermore, my participation in the Belt and Road News 
Network (BRNN) media workshop in 2019; the Course of 
China'Africa Law Exchange Programmes of 2021 and 2022 and 
the coverage of proceedings in Nigeria's judiciary and the 
African Court of Human and Peoples Right in Arusha, Tanzania 
over the years helped me appreciate the legal systems of both 
regions and the possibilities for future cooperation, and the 
imperative of this book.

The misconception of China's legal system was without 
cognizance to its over 5000 years of continuous civilization and 
legal development from the imperial codes to the contemporary 
law. Indeed, not a few observers have a tinted view of the 
modernization, dynamism and vibrancy of the Chinese legal 
system. The profound changes that have occurred could be 
attributed majorly to the country's reform and opening up 
programme of Deng Xiaoping in 1978. Researchers on China and 
its legal system will find this book useful in the understanding 
of legal and democratic development in China. This work can 
also be a fairly reasonable peek into the East Asian legal

□
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tradition. For instance, countries such as Vietnam, Myanmar, 
Thailand and Korea, which shared tributary relationship with 
ancient China, and Japan, Singapore, and Malaysia, which had 
been brought together with China by political events of modem 
times, share some similarities in their legal systems.

The book could be an important resource for engaging the 
changing face of international dispute resolution mechanisms 
as transnational companies and businesses are increasingly on 
the lookout for lawyers who are conversant with more than one 
legal system and the broader global legal environment. The 
subject of the legal systems of China and Africa and the 
cooperation evolving between the two regions has become a 
significant area of research interest as many countries are 
opening up their financial and legal services sectors to the rest of 
the world. China, which has become open to many Western 
civil and common law doctrines and principles, remains one of 
the unexplored markets for African legal practitioners.

Furthermore, the establishment of the African Continental Free 
Trade Area (AfCTA), the Forum for China'Africa Cooperation 
(FOCAC), the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), and the numerous 
channels of cooperation growing between China and Africa 
make it mandatory to take more than a cursory look at the inter' 
legal study, particularly the role of law in regulating and 
resolving disputes.

China's growing global influence and interest in Africa in the 
past 30 years has resulted in Chinese businesses spreading their

--------------ph--------------  
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tentacles in all areas of economic activities in Africa, including 
manufacturing, telecommunication, hospitality, oil and gas, 
and construction. Within this period, the country has invested 
billions of dollars and have quadrupled its trade volume with 
Africa.

According to the China-Africa Research Initiative John 
Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies 
between 2000 and 2019, Chinese financiers signed 1,141 loan 
commitments worth $153 billion with African governments 
and state-owned enterprises. Within the same period, Chinese 
Foreign Direct Investment to Africa rose to $44 billion. Indeed, 
China is Africa's main trading partner overtaken the United 
States.

In the six chapters of the book, I have attempted to present 
some salient areas of the historical, ideological and structural 
context of the legal systems. Also contained in these chapters 
are some procedural stairways in the Chinese judiciary, which 
an African reader would find unique, even as I present the 
points of intersection between the two distinct regions and 
their legal systems.
However, this book is not a presentation of the technical details 
of substantive and procedural laws in both China and Africa nor 
contain elaborate citations of cases. It is only an attempt at 
introductory review of these legal systems with more 
information on China's without much details on all African 
countries. It could be viewed as an overview of the legal 
cooperation of friendly regions. It is also an attempt to sustain 
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an emergent discursive framework, not just on the legal systems 
of both regions, but also on their historical, social and 
comparative development.

The book stresses that despite the perception of an unequal 
relation between China and Africa in their socio-economic 
cooperation, both are undeniably coterminous in certain 
degrees. Moreso, China is predisposed to a rules-based 
international order with their expansive domestication of law- 
based dispute resolution methods, conventions and treaties.
This book will deepen understanding about the place of law as 
the guiding mechanism in the growing strategic cooperation 
between China and Africa. This is even as the cooperation is 
built on mutual respect, consensus and commitment to a shared 
future for mankind.

Therefore, I accept responsibility for the shortcomings and 
errors in this book. Any such gaps in the work are in part due to 
the pressures of time, and the unavailability of relevant 
materials and systematized method of study of the China- 
Africa law as a subj ect matter.
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