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constitution review c ttee
By Habceb I. Pindiga,

Assistant Political Editor

L-R: Vice President Atiku Abubakar, Governor Orji Uzor Kalu o f Abia State, General Ibrahim Babangida and General Muhammadt 
Buhari at the wedding fatiha o f the Vice President’s children in Yola... weekend.

ment and tenure o f office of 
the executive.

The source hinted that the 
NGF has constituted a six- 
man committee of profession­
als drawn from the three geo­
political zones o f the North to 
advise it on the best line of 
action to take over the con­
stitu tio n  review  and the 
widely reported third term

agenda.
The source disclosed fur­

ther that the six-man commit­
tee is supposed to present its 
report at the next meeting of 
the NGF, which Daily Trust 
learnt, was earlier scheduled 
for Thursday.

Daily Trust learnt that the 
NGF m eeting  had to be 
shifted to Friday, “after the

ruling PDP hurriedly sui 
moned its governors to th 
pre-emptive meeting.”

But an o ffic ia l o f i 
Kaduna state governm c 
declined comments on th e . 
leged rescheduling o f  i 
NGF meeting. The offu 
could neither confirm nor d 
prove allegations that i

Cont. on Pg.

OMy colleagues can’t be trusted -Kure
rally support for the proposed 
constitutional amendments 
which may also deliberate on 
the tenure o f the executive.

Daily Trust learnt that the 
PDP meeting might have been 
hurriedly arranged to pre­
empt the meeting o f the 19 
Northern governors sched­
uled to hold on Friday in 
Kaduna.

According to a depend­
able source, top on the 
agenda o f the Northern Gov­
ernors Forum (NGF), meeting 
is the constitutional amend-

By Ahmed I. Shekarau,
Deputy Editor, in Abuja & 

Aideloje Ojo, in MinnaIndications emerged yes­
terday that the meeting of 
the 28 governors o f  the 

People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP), with the party’s execu­
tive scheduled to hold on 
Thursday in Abuja, is ex­
pected to endorse a third term 
for the president and chief 
executives of the 36 states of 
the federation.

Daily Trust gathered yes­
terday in Abuja that five PDP 
governors spread across the 
geopolitical zones o f  the 
country are currently working 
actively to actualize this goal.

The five pro-third term

governors, one each from the 
N orth  W est, N orth East, 
North Central, South South 
and South West, are said to 
be currently mobilizing their 
colleagues to ensure that the 
agenda sails through when 
tabled  at the m eeting on 
Thursday.

A newspaper report said 
yesterday that the PDP has 
summoned its governors to

H undreds o f  people 
believed to be politi­
cal thugs, yesterday 

broke up a m assive rally 
scheduled by Professor Wole 
Soyinka to protest the uncon­
stitutional removal o f former 
governor o f  Oyo sta te , 
Rasheed Ladoja, two weeks 
ago.

The protest was set to 
take-off peacefully as the 
crowd gathered at Oke Adu 
near the NTA, Ibadan, as early 
as 7am to await the arrival of 
the Nobel laureate, Professor 
Soyinka and others.

However, the protesters 
were attacked by hundreds of 
machete-wielding thugs who 
arrived the venue in commuter 
buses.

They were suspected to 
be supporters of a powerful

From Olumide Bajulaiye
who was Ibadan

process.
During the attack, a ph 

to journalist with The Si 
newspapers, Dada Osason 
was injured. He lost his han 
set and his camera was dai 
aged.

Some o f the thugs we 
Cont. on P%.

Ibadan politician.
The thugs on arrival, fired 

gun shots sporadically into 
the air and threw bottles as 
they attacked the protesters, 
injuring some of them in theNITEL sale to 

be revisited - BPE I0UNT DOWN TO CENSUS 2006
(21 - 2 5  M arch)
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The federal government 
has revealed plans to 
review the privatisation 

process o f the Nigerian Tele­
com m unications L im ited  
(NITEL), together with its 
mobile arm, Mtel.

Director General o f the 
Bureau of Public Enterprises 
(BPE), Mrs. Irene Chigbue, 
made this known during a

By Anas A. Galadima,
Business Reporter

press conference in Abuja 
yesterday where she said the 
sale of the company would be 
revisited to allow more com­
petitors to bid for the firm as 
a way to get a better offer for 
the company.

Cont. on Pg. 2
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PDP govs Cont. fro m  pg. 1
NGF meeting was resched­
uled at the instance o f  the 
PDP members o f the forum, 
some o f who are alleged to be 
the pro-third term advocates.

M eanw hile, the N iger 
sta te  governor, E ngineer 
Abdulkadir Kure, yesterday 
con firm ed  the p erce ived  
crack in the ranks o f  the 19 
northern governors over the 
2007 presidency, the ongoing 
constitution review and sev­
eral pertinent issues o f inter­
est to the region.

Similarly, the governor 
who spoke yeste rd ay  in 
Minna when he received a del­
egation  o f  the N orthern  
Union (NU), also blamed the 
region’s elite for its seeming 
unending woes.

Engineer Kure said that 
the problems of the North are 
compounded by the 19 state 
governors, whom he said are 
not united in the pursuit o f 
the interests o f  the region.

He told the visiting mem­
bers o f the union led by its 
v ice chairm an, P rofessor 
Ango Abdullahi, that while he 
and some few other gover­
nors o f the region are con­
scious o f their term’s limit in 
office, “the same cannot be 
said  o f  som e o f  our co l­
leagues.”

According to him, any­
time he walks into the confer­
ence room o f his office, he 
looks straight at the portraits 
o f those who preceded him. 
He said this readily beckons 
on him the fact that he must 
one day vacate the throne as 
chief executive o f  his own

state.
In addition, Kure said he 

also remembers at every given 
moment his pact with the Al­
mighty God and the fact that 
he is accountable to God. “ I 
also remember my commit­
ment to uphold the Nigerian 
constitution.”

In a veiled reference to the 
division among the 19 north­
ern governors over the 2007 
presidency and the rumoured 
third term agenda, the gover­
nor said: “But I’m afraid to tell 
you that several o f my col­
leagues cannot be trusted on 
this (third term agenda).”

Engineer Kure reiterated 
that some o f  the northern 
governors cannot be taken 
for their words on the north’s 
efforts to resist the much- 
ta lk ed -ab o u t th ird  term  
agenda o f  P residen t 
Olusegun Obasanjo. “And 
it’s a matter o f regret because 
it’s a breach o f the trust our 
people have in us,” he regret­
ted.

Professor Abdullahi had 
earlier told the governor that 
they were in Niger State as 
part of the group’s efforts to 
mobilize northerners to come 
up with a united front in 2007.

The former vice chancel­
lor o f the Ahmadu Bello Uni­
versity (ABU), Zaria, also la­
mented that the North has 
been m arg inalized  in the 
scheme o f things under the 
present dispensation stating 
that the North wants power 
shift for equity and fair-play.

Female student stabbed to death
T

ANPP Cont. fro m  pg. 1
at the same time. This action 
is one o f our weapons to fight 
the emerging trend in our po­
litical scenario. O f course, I am 
talking about the third term or 
extension o f  tenure agenda.”

He said immediately the 
A dudu com m ittee reports 
back today, the caucus will 
swing into action.

Daily Trust learnt that the 
ANPP committee comprises 
lawyers who are also mem­
bers o f  the Mantu panel.

The strategy o f the ANPP 
legislators, according to a 
source, is that if  the Adudu 
committee confirms the un­
constitutionality o f the Mantu 
panel, then two separate mo­
tions would be presented to 
the two chambers asking for 
the disbandment o f  the con­
stitution review committee.

Should this fail, D aily  
Trust learnt that the caucus 
may go to court to stop the 
committee from going ahead 
with the review process.

Section 62 of the 1999 con­
stitution that gives powers to 
both cham bers o f  the N a­
tional Assembly to appoint 
committees reads: “(1) The 
Senate or the House o f Rep­
resentatives may appoint a 
committee o f its members for 
such special or general pur­
pose as in its opinion, would 
be better regulated and man­
aged by means of such a com­
mittee and may by resolution, 
regulation or otherwise as it 
thinks fit, delegate any func­
tions exercisable by it to any 
such committee.

“(2) The number of mem­
bers of a committee appointed 
under this_section, their t^rms 
of office and quorum shall be 
fixed by the House appoint­

ing it.
“(3) The Senate and the 

House o f  R epresentatives 
shall appoint a joint commit­
tee on finance consisting o f 
an equal number o f persons 
appointed by each House 
and may appoint any other 
joint committee under the pro­
visions o f this section.

“(4) Nothing in this sec­
tion shall be construed as 
authorising such House to 
delegate to a committee the 
power to decide whether a bill 
shall be passed into law or to 
determine any matter which it 
is empowered to determine by 
resolution under the provi­
sions o f this constitution, but 
the com m ittee  m ay be 
authorised to make recom­
mendations to the House on 
any such matter.”

seen chasing the protesters 
with machetes while damag­
ing vehicles parked near the 
protest venue.

Before the hoodlums got 
to the protest ground, about
2,000 armed policemen had 
earlier arrived w ith three 
armoured vehicles stationed 
at the entrance o f the venue. 
Despite the de\ elopment, the 
organizers how ev er vowed to 
go ahead with the rally.

Chairm an o f  the Cam ­
paign for Democracy (CD), 
Comrade Moshood Erubami, 
who came out to address the 
rally, was arrested and beaten 
to a state o f unconsciousness 
by>policemej> as he tried to 
naaich,out protesters.

Some parts of Ibadan like 
Gate and Beere were com-

he Federal Polytechnic 
Bida, Niger State, was 
shut down as students 

went on rampage to protest 
the murder o f a female student 
of the institution by unknown 
person.

The victim identified as 
M iss O layem i Bolaoluw a 
Janet, was an HND one stu­
dent o f  the departm ent o f  
Hotel and Catering Manage­
ment.

Daily Trust gathered that 
the institution was forced to 
shut down when the students

From Aideloje Ojo,
Correspondent (Minna)

reportedly embarked on the 
violent protest immediately 
the death o f  Miss Janet was 
made known.

Daily Trust Aso leami that 
the quick intervention o f  the 
Etsu Nupe, A lhaji Yahaya 
Abubakar, saved the situa­
tion and prevented the further 
escalation o f  the violence 
which was already spreading 
to Bida town.

The Etsu Nupe, who ad­

dressed the restive students 
on the campus, urged them to 
remain calm and promised that 
the perpetrators o f the grue­
some murder would be tracked 
down.

The royal father was said 
to have invited the student 
union leaders to his palace 
from where he prevailed on 
them to maintain peace and 
go back to their hostels.

It was learnt that peace 
has returned to the institu­
tion.

C ontacted , the po lice

Rescue workers check for survivors under the rubble o f  a collapsed building in Nairobi At least six 
people were killed and about 200 others injured... yesterday.

She said, “the govern­
ment has decided to revisit 
the entire transaction pro­
cess. Due to the limited com­
petition at the close o f  the 
presentation, we are working 
w ith  our ad v isers , BNP 
Paribas, to introduce further 
competition in order to have 
a more robust financial bid 
exercise”.

Orascom Group o f Egypt 
emerged winner o f the tele­
communications firm by offer- 

j ing to pay $256 million at the 
opening o f  financial bids in 
Abuja on December 29,2005, 
following the refusal o f the 
second bidding firm, Newtel 
International, to submit its bid 
in the second round of bid-

Ladoja Cont. from  pg.
pletely shut down by the pro­
testers. Most residents o f the 
city also stayed indoors while 
some commercial drivers with­
drew their vehicles from the 
roads leaving many commut­
ers stranded.

An attempt by the protest­
ers to converge again at Gate 
bus stop was disrupted by 
heavily armed policemen sta- 
tioned  at s tra teg ic  spots 
around the city.

The policemen were seen 
all over the city moving men­
acingly as they dispersed 
commuters gathered at bus 
stops..

An activist o f the Yoruba 
R evolu tionary  M ovem ent 
(YOREM), Comrade Wale 
Balogun, was also attacked 
by the policemen at a road

NITEL Cont. fro m  pg. I

ding.
But the amount offered by 

the firm fell far below the 
government’s reserved price 
hence the sale was declared 
inconclusive by the National 
C ouncil on P riv a tisa tion  
(NCP).

The BPE boss explained 
that while Orascom was still 
on board, other interested 
bidders would be allowed to 
bid for NITEL/Mtel. She how­
ever did not say when and 
how the other bidders would 
be brought on board.

She also revealed that the 
federal government has so far 
realised N80 billion from the 
sale o f public enterprises out 
o f  which about N43billion

/

junction near Gate.
Balogun who was ad­

dressing the crowd before the 
disruption, said the rally was 
organized to save democracy 
in the country. “We are not 
supporters o f Ladoja or Alao- 
Akala. We are not members 
o f the PDP or AD.

We are here to demon­
strate our support for democ­
racy”, he said.

Armed mobile policemen 
stormed the junction and fired 
teargas into the air disrupting 
the rally.

As at the time o f filing this 
report, Prof. Soyinka was yet 
to show up and his where­
abouts was uncertain.

was raised in 2005 alone. A 
total o f 24 enterprises were 
sold last year.

Speaking on the BPE’s 
privatisation target this year 
w hich she tagged “vision
2006.”she observed that over 
50 en terp rises have been 
slated for sale within the year, 
including the Kaduna, Port 
Harcourt and Warri Refinery 
com panies as well as the 
seven successor companies 
to Power Holding Company 
of Nigeria (PHCN).

Others are Nigerian Rail­
ways, NITEL, Nigeria Gas 
Company, LPG plants, The 
National Hospital, National 
Stadium, Stallion Property 
D evelopm ent C om pany, 
Lagos International Trade 
Fair Complex and oil service 
companies.

The federal government, 
according to her, will also 
commercialise some public 
companies within the year. 
These include the Nigerian 
Television Authority (NTA), 
Federal Radio Corporation of 
Nigeria (FRCN), Nigeria Na­
tional Petroleum Corporation 
(NNPC), Federal Housing 
Authority (FHA) as well as 
the River Basin Authorities.

The DG also spoke on the 
sale of the Aluminium Smelter 
C om pany o f  N igeria  
(ALSCON). She said while the 
financial transaction for the 
com pany has been co n ­
cluded, there are still certain 
issues that are yet to be re­
solved. “ALSCON came to fi­
nancial closure long ago but 
in terms of handover, there are 
>till issues that are yet to be 
e s o lv e d s h e  disclosed.

p ub lic  re la tions i 
(PPRO), Niger St le 
command, Lawal Hal 
Assistant Superint n c . : 
Police (ASP), cont m e 
incident.

He said the p> lie _■ 
drafted a continger' i 
riot policemen to th ■ can  
to maintain peace and p re \. 
the destruction o f prop.

The PPRO said th 
police have restorer la 
order in the instituti >n

v 3VIUP begins 
GSM campaign 
against 3rd term

By Habeeb 1. Piniiij;.
Assistant Political ,

C am paign  ag* 
President Ol is<. j 
O b asan jo ’s allege,: 

third term bid has gon di 
as the Movement fo I 
and Progress (MUP) K _ . 
sending GSM text tm ss - 
asking Nigerians to .>ppo- 
the agenda..

“ A re you a pa ri, t 
Nigerian? Just say no o t 
term! No to money polite 
N o to m andate purchase 
C ourtesy : M ovem ent 
Unity and Progress.” < >n 
such text messages recei 
on Sunday reads.

MUP protem chairman 
Col. Abubakar Umar in  
confirm ed to D aily  Tru \ 
yesterday that the group v. as 
behind the ‘texting’ mode of 
the anti-third term crusadi

M eanw hile , M UP has 
called on all N igerians to 
brace up for a mass action 
ag a in s t u n co n stitu tio n a l 
tendencies.

U m ar in  sta tem en t in 
Abuja, said his group b.: A  i 
by Professor Wole Soyink. - 
call for civil disobedience 
protest government’s allege J 
rape on the co n stitu tio n  
particularly the ouster o f the 
Oyo state governor, Rashevd 
Ladoja.

“We w ish to  fu itlu  
repeat our earlier appeal 
Nigerians tojoin in the s:rik 
action embarked upon b> th 
people of Oyo state in p r :e 
against the efforts o f aj. n- 
o f  the federal govemme 1 1 
illegally depose G o v ern  
R asheed  L adoja . Ever 
citizen must tag along or r 
concert with other Niger in 
all actions that are neede.i t. 
rescu e  our c o u n t n ’  ̂
dem ocracy and unity mi 
assu re  its p ro g re ss ,” hi 
statement said.

President Obu an jo
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N290 billion: C N P?  
calls for independent 

probe of NNPC

i Chairman, H ouse Committee on FCTA, Hon. Phillip Aduda (right) and Hon. Abdullahi Farouk during the FCTA budget 
j defen :e at the National Assembly in A bu ja ... yesterday. Felix Onigbinde.

3rd Jem: Governors did not meet in Bauchi -Z a i la n i

Contrary to meii'u rep­
orts that govern vj, of 
the nineteen northern 

| states are meeting in Bauchi, 
the state, commissioner of 
information, Alhaji Ibrahim 

j Zailani, told Daily Trust that 
! th is  w as no t the case, 
dismissing it as a romour and

By Emmanuel Bello.
Political Editor 

h and iw ork  o f  G o v ern o r 
A " ” t;u  M u’azu p o litic a l 
t ra i’ice'. .

“A s you are speaking  
with me, the gov ernor is in 
his private room sleeping 
and has no plans for any

Hajj stampede: Saudi to 
pay N4m to victims families

® a

le Saudi authorities are 
rep o rted  to have 
ag reed  to pay  N4 

million to families o f  each of 
the 400 victims who died in a 

j stampede during the hajj.
An official o f the Nigeria 

| Technical Committee on Hajj 
; (TCH 2006), told Daily Trust 
\ in M ecca on condition o f 
; anonym ity  that sequel to 
(v ario u s co m p la in ts  and 
demands from the affected 

I countries, the Saudi gover- 
| am ent has agreed  to pay 

! 00,000 Saudi Riyals (N4m) to 
each o f  the affected families.

D aily Trust learnt that 
j vario u s co u n trie s  th a t 
(recorded casualties angrily 
| wrote the Saudi government 
! for com pensation dem an- 
j ding about N8 million.

But after several meet- 
; ings, the source said, the 
parties settled on N4 million.

It said arrangements were 
being made by the affected 

j governments to confined the 
| n ecessary  data about the 
| victims.

About 38 Nigerians d :ed 
I in the s tam pede w hich  
occurred during the symbolic 

i stoning o f  the devil
Meanwhile, rheTeehni tal 

C om m it tee or; Hajj has

meeting with governors on 
any issue. Governor M u’azu, 
like all good Nigerians, is 
com m itted to obeying the 
constitution, working for the 
good o f his people.

“He, Governor Mu’azu, is 
committed first and foremost 
to ensuring the social good 
o f the Bauchi people and 
Nigeria in general. So, please, 
our good leader has nothing 
to do w ith convening the 
meeting o f governors for any 
issue. Please, count him out

o f such issues. We do not 
know about such meetings,” 
he stressed

M edia reports said that 
the Bauchi state capital was 
to play host to a meeting o f 
governors to foster the third 
term project. In particular, 
northern governors at the 
said meeting, were to endorse 
p ro p o sed  co n s titu tio n a l 
amendments and foster the 
public hearings, a prelude to 
the amendments for the third 
term.

From Hassan A. Karofi,
in Mecca

CConference o f  Nigeria 
P o litic a l P arties 

/  (CNPP) has called for 
an independent probe o f the 
oil industry, saying that the 
President O lusegun Obas- 
anjo administration has no 
moral high ground to probe 
itself.

The call cam e on the 
heels o f the setting up o f an 
investigation by the Federal 
Government into the acco­
unts o f the Nigeria National 
P etro leum  C o rp o ra tio n  
(NNPC), following the discl­
osure by the Federation Acc­
ounts Allocation Committee 
(FAAC) that N290 billion had 
been diverted by the corpo­
ration from the Federation 
Account.

In a statem ent released 
yesterday in Abuja signed by 
the national Publicity Secr­
etary, Mr. Osita Okechukwu, 
CNPP said “it wishes to note 
also that the revenue Fiscal 
and m obilization  C om m ­
ission, had in the past noti­
fied the nation that the NNPC 
has been very irresponsible, 
unaccountable and less than 
transparent from its records 
to the Federation Account 
and indeed to the Nigerian 
people.

“Whereas, CNPP agrees 
with the efforts o f  the Obas- 
anjo regime to fight corru­
ption, we wish to alert the 
n a tio n  th a t, m onum enta l 
corruption going on in the 
petroleum sector, diminishes 
and makes nonsense o f the 
anti-corruption crusade o f

By Sufuyan Ojeifi
(Special Corresponds n:

the administration”.
The sta tem en t 'a id  

“CNPP does not need tt hi g- 
hlight the flagrant abu^e • 
due process in the m anag­
ement of facilities and al loca­
tion o f oil blocs in the niiu- 
stry, but bemoans the grand- 
standing and hallow anita- 
tio tk o f transparency 
regime that runs a filth- an* 
corrupt oV\ industry".

The Conference n tint 
ained that corruption 
NNPC has to be traced > he 
doorsteps o f President * >h i- 
anjo who “doubles as ti e -i. 
bstantive Minister o f I’et'o 
leum and the buck sti ps . 
his table”.

It stated that “there s 
reform programme that m i1 i he 
meaningful without a tan s  
paren t and tru ly  gei uine 
administration o f the Fede-a 
tion  A cco u n t” , a id in g  
“CNPP consequently ca l Is to 
an independent probe o f the 
oil industry, as the regime has 
no m oral high grou id ti 
probe itse lf’.

The Conference said fiat 
i f  governm en t fa ils 
in s titu te  an indepei deni 
probe, the Economic and Fm 
ancial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC) should probe 
NNPC, adding that if  ni nt o 
these happens, “we shal 
institute an order for mand­
amus, to probe the reckless 
abuse o f process in the oil 
industry in the preceding 
years” .

th rea ten ed  to dep o rt an 
official of the Meridian airline 
after the TCH security team 
in Saudi Arabia accused the 
airline o f breach o f contract.

Monetization: Obasanjo indicts ministers
Pj re s id en t O lusegun  

Obasanjo has accused 
ministers o f  violating 

the m onetization policy o f 
the federal government by 
allocating to themselves fleet

By Isa Sanusi,
I Assistant Head (Home News) 1

o f vehicles for their personal 
use. The president said: “This 
is a disturbing trend consid-

Chairman. 
Zamfara St
Hotel, Aim

Media Trust Nigeria Limited, A lhaji Hello M uham m ad (right) welcoming 
■V Governor, Alhaji Ahm ad Sani Yarim atothe Third Trust Dialogue at Sheratov

. Thursday.. -

ering that it is being perpe­
trated by senior government 
officials”.

A letter Obasanjo addre­
ssed to the Secretary to the 
Government o f the Federa­
tion, made availabl to Daily 
Trust, also banned ministers 
from the use o f siren and pilot 
vehicles within Abuja with 
the exception o f  the minister 
o f the Federal Capital Terri­
tory.

The President’s directive 
to the m inisters says: “No 
official vehicle and driver are 
to be attached to ministers, 
sp ec ia l ad v ise rs , sen io r 
special assistants, permanent 
secretaries, even though each 
ministry is allowed to main­
tain a pool o f  utility vehicles. 
No utilitv vehicle is to be

OURERROR
We in a d v e r te n t ly

the weddings o f the Vice 
President son and daughter 
in our page 3 of yesterday’s 
edition. The correct caption 
is A&dullahi Babalele and 
h is b r id e  fo rm e r  M iss. 
A isha  A tik u  A b u b a k a r  
while the second picture is 
b e tw een  A d am u  A tik u  
Ababakar and former Miss. 
S a% a Dahiru Waziri. The 
e r^ fr  is regretted.

assigned permanently t. an 
m inister, special a”d \ isei 
senior special assistant 
perm anent secretary. s ue 
vehicles are to be a ss i n 
to them as well as other sen 
officers as their duties r 
warrant.”

“M in is te rs  and i he 
entitled officers are not t i 
p ilo t veh icles and si e ■ 
within Abuja. Such v el e 
can only be used when ’he 
have cause to embark on o 
cial duties outside Ab ija. 
However, the President s'aic 
“only the m in ister o: th 
Federal Capital Terri to t . b 
virtue o f the peculiar n tur 
o f his office nas been e \e n  
pted from the above restri 
ctions.”

Daily Trust recalls tha 
this is about the third in  
that the president has barre< 
m inisters and other si ni>'

President Obasanjo fir 
issued the directive when t 
came to power in 1999. nut 
was ignored with time. Aboi 
three years later, he aga1 I 
cause to issue the dm  t 
again.

Ag. EDITOR

C H A N G E  O F  \  \M E
I, form erly J E N N I t l  
OJ1KWU NKIRU, now \v
be known as OFFOR N K IR
JE N N IF K R  Ail fo i
docum ents rem ain \ i! 
Gerieral public take note
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knows fate Friday
The leader o f the Move­

ment for the Actualis- 
ation o f the Sovereign 

State o f Biafra [MASSOB]. 
Chief Ralph Uwazurike and 
six others will on January 27, 
know whether they will regain 
tem porary  freedom  or 
continue to rem ain in the 
custody o f  the State Security 
Services (SSS), where they 
are alleging maltreatment.

Ju sticc  B in ta M urtala  
Nyako o f the federal high 
court, Abuja, had adjourned 

i the case to rule on the bail 
ap p lica tio n  filed  by the 
M ASSOB m em bers after 
listening to arguments from 
both the defence counsel, 
Chief Mike Ahamba (SAN) 
and the Director o f  Public 
P ro secu tio n  P D P,-Salihu  
Aliyu, both urging the court 
to exercise its discretion in 
their favour.

The DPP had told the co­
urt to dismiss the MASSOB 
members application for bail 
due to  the overw helm ing 
ev idence  ag a in st them  , 
stressing that the suit was 
not m eant to v io la te  the 

! human rights o f the accused 
persons nor does it contain 
malicious intent.

Salihu argued that the 
magnitude ana gravity o f the 
charge for which they are
being arraigned is treason 
which is a capital offence that 
carries the death penalty or 
life imprisonment.

He added that the pros­
ecution has in its possession 
a picture where the accused 
was seen receiving a salute 
from a military trained Biafran 
Army who were ready to

Proceed on war against the 
ederal Republic ot Nigeria.

The DPP claimed that 
there was a valid charge to 
warrant their trial in view of 
exhibited picture portraying 
arm ed B iafran  A rm y 
personnel on training adding 
that Ralph was earlier arrested 
in Togo w here he was

ByRubvRabiu,
Senior Reporter

parad in g  h im se lf  as the 
President o f  the Federal 
Republic of Biafra He told the 
cou rt tha t re lea s in g  the 
suspects will constitute a risk 
to national security as well as 
jeo p ard ize  investiga tions 
because Ralph had boasted 
in SSS custody that no one 
will have the guts to testify 
against him.

He added that there is the 
likelihood that if released on 
bail, thev would commit a 
similar offence with impunity 
since they have no apology 
in trying to drag the entire 
nation into war.

H ow ever, co u n terin g  
DDP’s subm ission, Ahamba 
asked the court to admit the 
accused persons to bail more 
so when there was no prima 
facie case, valid charge and 
or prove o f evidence against 
them.

“1 submit that the charge 
before the court was brought 
indeliberate disobedience of 
an Owerri federal high court 
order and I ask this court to 
quash it w here the court 
holds that there is a charge, I 
urge it to grant bail to tFiem 
because the prosecution has 
placed nothing to warrant 
th e ir  co n tin u ed  stay  in 
custody”

According to the senior 
advocate, the treason charge 
arose in contempt o f a sub­
sisting restraint order and 
to intimidate Uwazuruike 
whom he said claimed N5 mill­
ion from the State Security 
Services for invading his 
residence without w arrant.

A ham ba w ho also  
argued that there was no 
ingredient for the possible 
further trial o f the accused 
stressed that “the law does 
not change because there 
is this case or the name Biafra 
is mentioned”

P O L I C E  E M E R G E N C Y  P H O N E  L I N E S
Route/coverage area
Apo (Gudu) Legislative 
Mechanic Village

Asokoro/Maitama District

Central Business District 
(Construction and Independence 
Avenues)/City Gate Giri Junction

Garki I & 11

Telephone num bers
08065803210
08042315582

0806 5803206 
08044907942

08065803203
08044907939

08065803205
08044907941

Jabi/Utako/Gwarimpa I & 11/ 
Karmo/Gwagwa

Karu/Nyanya

0806 5803207 
08044907943

08065803208 
0804491 1520

Kubwa/Bwari/Zuba/ 
Dei-Dei Route

080(i 580 3209 
0804491 1496

Roving Unit 0806 580 3211 
0804491 1526

Wuse I & II

Zuba/Giri/Kwali/Abaji Highway (1)

0806 5803204 
08044907940

0806 580 3201 
0804 491 1523

Zuba/Giri/Kwali/Abaji Highway (2) 0806 5803202 
0804 491 1524

O ther Hot Lines 
Compol/DC OPS Numbers
i'CT Police Commissioner’s Director Line 09 2341470
Office ofFCT Police Commissioner 09-2341800
FCT Deputy Police Commissioner (operation) 09-2341811 
Coordinator MOPOL Visiting Units 0802 301 9123

0805 591 7706
O thers

08032(H)3913.09- 2341199.09-2341198,09-5238711

of seven months old baby
A 32 years old man has ByRubvRabiu, 7 h e proseci ting police case to the chambers ol thA 32 years old man has 

/ \  been  rem anded  in 
/  \ p r i s o n  custody  for 

raping a seven months old 
baby.

The accused  person , 
Emmanuel Samuel who was 
remanded in prison custody 
pending  w hen a court o f  
competent jurisdiction will 
hear the matter admitted to the 
o ffen ce  but said  he w as 
drunk when the action took 
place.

According to the police 
report the baby’s mother, Mrs 
Fatimat Awwal who resides at 
Galadima village, Gwarinpa 
had told the police that the 
accused person who resides 
at the same with had asked 
her to give him her baby in 
order to allow her cook.

The rep o rt tha t M rs. 
Fatimat Awwal had obliged 
him  because  she w as 
cook ing , bu t added that 
when the accused returned

By Ruby Rabiu,
Senior Reporter 

the baby , she was crying but 
she thought nothing o f  it.

The m o th er said  tha t 
when the baby refused to 
stop weeping, she decided to 
loose her napkin so as to 
change her but to her shock 
and  to ta l d ism ay ed  she 
discovered blood oozing out 
o f her baby’s private part.

She stated that she had 
immediately gone to confront 
the accused person who did 
not denied the allegations but 
had started begging that it 
was a mistake.

The accused person who 
is being charged for Gross 
indecent contrary to section 
285 of the penal code pleaded 
guilty to the charge but told 
the court that he did not 
know what came over him as 
lie was drunk when he had 
sexual intercourse with the 
baby.

The prosect ting police 
o ffice r, C o rp o ra l Salihu  
M oham m ed urged  the 
M ag istra te  to tr ia l the 
accused person summarily in 
view o f his plea.

H ow ever M ag istra te  
Abdul Dogo said the case 
before him can only be tried 
by a cou rt o f  com peten t 
jurisdiction that he had only 
entertained the suit because 
the Chief Magistrate was not 
on sit.

He then transferred the

case to the chambers ol 
C h ie f  M ag is tra te  to 
pronounce sentence on the 
accused person since he h. > 
pleaded guilty to the charge 

Earlier, the proseeuU r 
had told the court to remand 
the suspect pending when 
his case will be entertained 
by the Chief Magistrate 

Magistrate Abdul Dogo 
obliged the prosecutoi and 
remanded Emmanuel Samue 
to prison custody pendim  
the return o f the Chief.

‘Police will flush out bad eggs'

The Deputy Inspector 
General of Police (DIG), 
Mr. Christopher Yekini 

Jimoh weekend in Makurdi,
| lamented the prevalence o f 

bad eggs in the force but 
I assured  that the drive to 

flu sh  them  out w ould

Cross section o f  suspected armed robbers paraded by ' Police Command...recently.
Fix: Shehu AbnbaKa,

From Hir Joseph.
i Correspondent (M a h o n

continue in order to restou 
confidence in the polKt

The DIG who was in M > 
urdi on a visit to the hc.-i <. 
uarters o f the Zone 4 Coini 
and o f  the force, acl.i o . 
ledged that there arc still b 
elements whose illicit * 
particularly bribe takint 1 - 
removed confidence from i t 
force.

Mr. Jimoh chargtri the 
com m issioners w ithin t ie  
zone namely. Benue, PI: te n. 
and N asaraw a, to  in still 
discipline in their personnel

He said the present le.td. 
rship would not overlook . n\ 
act o f  in d isc ip lin e  and 
acknow ledged  that for 
better force, officers and mei 
needed a an improved weitai i 
package but urged them to 
continue to be patient whIK 
the new' salaries and allow 
ances are being fully p i p  
ared.

The DIG w ho cor.niH 
nded (he spirit o f good p. 1 
cing am ong some out 
riding personnel, urgco 
to continue in the same sr

C R E M E  &  P U N I S H M E N T
MASSOB Leader

BAIL APPLICATION

One o f the MASSOB youth at the federal High Court Abuja, yesterday clamoring for justice after their trial. Pix: Felix Or,i

Man in prison over rape
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R obbers raid B enue secretariat
T he B enue sta te  

govern m en t at the 
w eekend  lost cash 

worth over N9 m illion to 
suspected  arm ed robbers 
w ho ra id ed  the sta te  
secretariat in Makurdi.

The robbers w hose 
number could not be ascer­
tained at press time, were said

•  C c i r t  c i

From  H ir Joseph,
Correspondent (Makurdi)

to have visited all ministries 
and parastatals at the secre­
tariat, except the information 
ministry.

They were said to have 
overpow ered  the p riva te  
security personnel guarding 
the sec re ta ria t and m ade 
straight to the accounts sect­
ions o f the various ministries 
and  broke open safes,

carting away huge sums.
Police public relations 

officer (PPRO), Mr. Adesanya 
Jinadu, confirmed the rob­
bery incident but declined to 
give further details saying 
preliminary investigation are

Indian Hemp seized by the F C T  Police Command on display ...recently. Pix: Shehu Abubakar.

Two brothers arrested 
for armed robbery

T w o b ro th e rs , John 
Ibeka and P rom ise 
Ibeka of no 45, Eligb- 

olo Town, Rumuokoro in Port 
Harcourt have been arrested 
for being in possession o f 
illegal fire arms suspected to 
be their tool for robbery.

A police statement said 
the two were arrested at Aroc- 
hukwu Street, Rumuomasi in 
Port Harcourt during a stop 
and search operation. The 
suspects w ere said  to be 
d riv ing  in a m ilk co lou r 
Mercedes Benz V-Boot car 
with registration number DG 
725 PHC.

When the police condu­
cted a search on the vehicle 
and the occu p an ts  they 
recovered two pump action 
guns, eight live cartridges, 
one cutlass and a bag cont- 
aining substcinccs suspcctcd 
to be Indian hemi.

The two brothers are said 
to be now helping the-police 
to find out how they came

From lkenna Emeka Okpani,
Bureau Chief, Port Harcourt

about the guns and w hat 
they have been doing with 
them.

In a related development 
the police has arrested some 
hoodlums during a raid on 
Enka in the Trans Amadi area 
o f  Port Harcourt. The police 
said a pistol and some ammu­
nition were reco' ered from 
the hoodlums although they 
did not say how many of

them were arrested.
The police had stormed 

the hide out o f  the hoodlums 
following a tip o ff on their 
activities in the area. A large 
q u an tity  o f  su b stan ces 
suspected to be Indian Herm 
was also recovered from the 
suspects who are said to be 
he lp ing  the p o lice  w ith  
in v es tig a tio n s  on th e ir  
activities in the area

M eanw hile the special 
anti robbery squad have arre­
sted three suspected armed

robbers in a commercial bus 
during a stop and search 
o p era tio n  .The suspects  
names were given as Chijioke 
Ani o f  R um uobikan i , 
Ikechukw u A zubuike and 
Ifeanyi Chukwu Egwu. The 
police said it discovered two 
live cartridges , two locally 
made pistols on the suspects.

Police public Relations 
officer in the state, Mrs Ireju 
Barasua who confirmed the 
arrest said the investigations 
were still on.

Police nab 72 motorcyclists

T:
for flouting curfew order
ie police in Rivers say 

have a 1 rested and

commercial motorcyclists for 
flouting an order restricting 
their operations tc 7 p.m.

L ast year, :he sta te  
legislature signed iito  law~a -

bill restricting  the m otor­
cyclists, citing the increasing 
number o f crimes linked to 
them.

The res tr ic tio n  o rd er 
came into force on October 
9.2005.
- According to the Rivers 

0 1 T  r  \> V -v \ V.W.W . ■

Police Command’s spokes­
person. Mrs Ireju Barasua, 
the o ffen d ers  have been 
charged to court. “You can 
see that street robberies and 
other crimes associated with 
motorcycle operators have 
ebbed in the city,’--she -said.

still on going. However. Daily 
Trust investigation revealed 
that a bulk o f the sums carted 
away came from the safe in 
the office o f  the Head o f  
Service w'here the robbery 
terminated.

Top civil servants who 
sought anonymity told Daily 
Trust th a t the w eekend 
robbery was the first at the 
secretariat since it was built 
in the early eighties.

A lso som e p riv a te  
security personnel spoken to 
said the robbery was succ­
essful because o f the com­

plete absence o f poiice 
the sec re ta ria t whi; 
private security guai 
arms but only batons.

D aily  Trust coul>( 
reach the Head of Sen u 
Mike Iyordye, for comm 
but it was gathered thai 
o f  the sum taken fro 
treasury was brought u 
days to the robber) int. u

Meanwhile, the Assi> 
Commissioner o f Polic 
charge o f Criminal In\ e 
ations Department (Cl I > i 
v is ited  the secre tar 
assess the situation.

...Police foil robbery 
attempt, arrest drug dealers

The police in Abuja said 
yeste rd ay  that they 
foiled an armed robb­

ery attempt in old Maitama 
area o f  Kubwa following a 
distress call.

The FCT po lice  
commissioner, Mr. Lav/rance 
A lob i, said  one Ju s tice  
Igweke called the police and 
rep o rted  tha t su spec ted  
arm ed hood lum s had

By Ibrahim Kaim'

attacked his shop and 
in the process o f  bre i 
through to steal his pri 

Briefing newsmen 
office, he said when a 
o f  p o lice  men on p: 
s to rm ed  the area 
su sp ec ts  escaped  
abandoned a localh 
pistol and some cartrid

Motor park workers 
charged with civil disturbance

ix workers o f the Ojodu 
^ ^ m o t o r  park in Lagos 
L / jh a v e  been  docked  
Before an Ikeja magistrate 
court for alleged rioting and 
civil disturbances.

The accused persons are 
Morufu Oduyebo, 33, Ismaila 
Adeleke, 33, Ogunmodede 
Kayode, 28, Horacio Godwin, 
27, Leku Morakinyo, 20 and 
Sikiru Shiyanbula, 58.

According to the charge, 
the accused were alleged to 
have taken part in a riot in the 
area on January 5.

They were charge under

From Mohammed Shosa«v».

section 516 o f the crimn 
code.

The prosecution told th 
court that the accused had 
their possession danger. - 
weapons like axes, cu tlass - 
and broken bottles.

T hey all p leaded  n 
guilty to the charges.

The accused were gran­
ted bail in the sum o f N30.1 * * 
each while further procee­
dings was slated for Feb- 
uary 8,2006.

AG RIC ULTURAL

VACANCY

O u r C o m p an y  is a le ad in g  A g ricu ltu ra l inpu ts 
d ev e lo p m en t and  m a rk e tin g  C o m p a n y  w ith  
d eep  N ig erian  roo ts. A s part o f  an 
o rg an iza tio n a l ren ew al p lan , th e  fo llow ing  
v a c a n c ies  n o w  e x is t fo r  se lf-d riven  ach iev ers  
w h o  w ork  w ell w ith  m in im um  superv ision .

Territorial Representatives

O u r ideal ca n d id a te s  w ill b e  g radua tes o f  not 
m ore  than  30 y ea rs  o ld , w ith  g o o d  b a c h e lo r 's  
d eg ree  (m in im u m  o f  S eco n d  C la ss  H o nours) 
in A g ricu ltu re  o r an y  M an ag em en t S c iences, 
and m u s t b e  w illin g  to  live an d  w ork  in any 
part o f  N igeria .

The J o b : R ep o rtin g  to  the  G enera l M anager, 
th is  o ff ic e r  shall p a rtic ip a te  in d es ig n in g  anti 
im p lem en tin g  th e  p ro d u c ts  an d  m arket
di:vek>p -it p ro g ram s o f  the  C o m p a m .
I K  ' ' - ' h e  , ; n r i s t  b e  f l u e n t  i n  Y o r u b a  o r  I t a u s a  

i o n s  s a l e s  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  a n  

? J n p a » y  w o u l d  b e  a n  a d d e d

l a  i 
At
ad

i u a g e .  P r

o-A llied
attitasse

H O W  T O  A P P L Y

P l e a s e  f o r w a r d  y o u r  h a n d - w r i t t e n  a p p l i c a t u  
a n d  u p d a t e d  C V  t o  t h e  a d d r e s s  b e l o w  w i t h  
t w o  w e e k s  o f  t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n :

T h e  I . l e a d  o l  f f i n n a n  R e s o u r c e s  
P  O  B o x  5 - 1 9 5 2  

I K O Y I .  L a g o s

L-ontacted.
- l i s t e d  c a n d i d a t e s  w i l l  

. -Ji it- .. y . ■. ' - , '■ ,c ' ■
* tit ft* t , u Y if a

H >8 -Ji 0 6ft j *•> *,-• l- ih ‘
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T he South  m ust tread softly
The political elite of South­

ern Nigeria met at Enugu re- 
cently to ostensibly dis­

cuss the state of the Nigerian na­
tion. I use the word ‘ostensibly’ 
advisedly, because it would appear 
that not only had the tone of dis­
cussion been predetermined, but 
that the communique appeared to 
have been drafted at Aso and ed­
ited at Otta.

There were a few facts that 
could be gleaned from the chaff 
that were the insults aimed at the 
rest of Nigeria, interspaced with 
grandstanding, falsehood and 
doublespeak. The facts were then 
embellished with half-truths and 
formalised into propaganda that 
would make Joseph Goebbels turn 
green with envy in his grave.

In the inordinate desire to be­
long, even delegates from states 
that are not oil-producing under 
the dubious premise of ‘equity’ 
and unconvincing newly-found 
‘Southern brotherhood’ simply 
outdid the Niger Delta in the clang­
ing of the cymbals for Resource 
Control -  as if they have any more 
resource to control than, say, Yobe. 
But that is nothing to lose sleep 
over as it is part of democratic li­
cence to permit even loose canons 
to let off.

We however have cause to begin 
to worry seriously for the health 
and survival of the nation when 
persons in position of authority, 
and by implication, responsibility, 
choose to make irresponsible 
noises that are clearly treasonable 
in pursuit of the self-seeking agenda 
of an individual with a chequered 
history of intransigence, arrogance 
and insensitivity.

Where you had the likes of 
Bode George, who is OBJ’s alter

ego. and Tony Anenih, his elec­
tions enforcer cum bagman, declar­
ing that the Presidency has to re­
main in the South or the nation 
will disintegrate, you do not need 
a soothsayer to know where the 
thrust for the third tenn is acquir­
ing its gas.

Southern apologists of the third 
term bid or elongated tenure are 
making less and less sense. This is 
not surprising as they are not the 
authors of the script from which 
they are performing, having also 
hardly had time to study it. They 
point to the amalgamation of 1914 
between Southern and Northern 
protectorates as a mistake. If it was 
indeed a mistake by the British 
colonialists, because the people 
were not consulted before the de­
cision to merge and therefore it 
must be reversed, we would like 
to be educated as to whether the 
Ibibio, the Anang, the Efik, the 
Ijaw, the Bini, the lgbo and others 
in the South had decided in a refer­
endum or at some conference of 
ethnic nationalities to join the 
Yoruba to constitute a sovereignty 
which was converted by the Brit­
ish into a protectorate. Or if the 
Tiv, Idoma, Igala, Ebira, Kanuri, 
Nupe, Fulani, etc, were consulted 
in the British decision to create an 
administrative unit to be known 
as the Protectorate of Northern 
Nigeria. Why then are these intel­
lectual crooks making it appear as 
if what they had put together, the 
British had come to put asunder?

It is saddening when people 
seek to rewrite history and make 
such a bad job of the assignment. 
Epictetus, the Greek philosopher 
said. "The beginning o f wisdom is 
to know the state o f one’s mind. I f  
his is in a weakly state, he ought

BvAhum Swem

“We however have cause to begin to worry' seri­
ously for the health and sun’ival o f the nation when 
persons in position o f authority, and by implication, 
responsibility, choose to make irresponsible noises 
that are clearly treasonable in pursuit ofthe self seek­
ing agenda o f an individual with a chequered his­
tory o f  intransigence, arrogance and insensitivity. ”

not to apply it to matters o f the 
greatest moment. As it is people 
who are not fit to swallow a mor­
sel, buy whole treatises and try to 
devour them. They vomit them ac­
cordingly and therein come indi­
gestion, fevers and fluxion, 
whereas they should have stopped 
to consider their capacity. "

Persons who should be thank­
ful to the British for their timely 
arrival that put a stop to the inevi­
table extension of the coercive in­
fluence of the Shehu Uthman 
Danfodio forces to the Atlantic 
Ocean ironically take time out to 
insult them each time a Southerner, 
especially from the South-West, 
is unable to get his way with the 
North. That is being smart by half 
and historically fraudulent. The 
British simply saw' the comple­
mentary components of this vast 
region and hastened what was in­
dicated in the inevitable clash of 
forces in trade and commerce, tech­
nological attainment, military 
prowess and administrative struc­
tures to offer mutual advantage. 
People must not be ashamed to 
acknowledge these facts.

Again fraudulently, they insist 
on holding unto the Presidency by 
citing the number of years the coun­
try has been under the leadership 
ofNorthemers. including the mili­
tary. They refuse to acknowledge 
the fact that the two instances at 
which Northerners were ruling in 
a democracy (which is the only 
bonafide mandate Nigerians can 
confer on anyone), they were over­
thrown by the military. And it is 
usually Nigerians of Southern de­
scent that are most vocal in 
clamouring for such military inter­
vention. Can anyone truthfully say 
that in either of the instances, it 
was the will of the North that sol­
diers should replace the Nigerian 
peoples’ chosen leaders? Is mili­
tary rule no longer an aberration as 
we had often heard in the past?

The fact is that Obasanjo has 
been the longest serving civilian 
head of state; another fact is that if 
you are of a mind to put his years 
as a military dictator together with

the over six years that he has so 
far spent in this spell as a civilian 
dictator, he emerges as the longest 
serving leader in Nigeria’s history 
and has ruled for a longer period 
than the Northern civilian duo of 
Tafawa Balewa and Shehu Shagari 
put together. What then are these 
mischief-makers talking about?

Furthermore, even if the leader­
ship of the country has come from 
the North for a longer spell, was 
that not also the case with the US A 
after the North had overcome the 
South in the American Civil War? 
If it took the US nearly 200 years 
to get over the phobia of anyone 
South of the Dixie line getting into 
the White House, there is abso­
lutely no justification for people 
who personally prosecuted a re­
bellion to be clamouring to rule af­
ter barely thirty years unless they 
want to execute an earlier agenda. 
This would be treason. But we hate 
truth so much in this country that 
we want to pretend that scenarious 
like that are not applicable in our 
circumstances, and yet we would 
want to grow as strong and virile 
as a nation like the USA.

From every indication, Oba­
sanjo appears unreasonably bent 
on being permitted a third term or 
he will supervise the break-up of 
this nation. If the Bode Georges 
would declare that nothing short 
of a prolonged Southern presi­
dency would ensure the contin­
ued corporate existence ofNigeria 
and at the same time Obasanjo is 
in full steam on the project of self­
succession, there is little left to 
speculations as to how the US in­
telligence report arrived at the pre­
diction of a failed statehood.

It is ironic that the same Obasan­
jo who received the instructions 
of surrender from the defunct 
Biafra is the same person champi­
oning the enactment of the events 
of 1966-67 that led to the civil wars 
of 1967-70. Have we not learnt 
anything at all from the needless 
bloodletting that was the civil war? 
This must go down as a perversity 
that is destructive of every prin­
ciple of decency and even probity 
and is as injurious to morality, per­
nicious to civil society, seditious

and dangerous to all persons of our 
sovereignty. Is there no thought of 
the danger to our liberty and wel­
fare in a scheme that in its very 
nature has so little to promote the 
unity of our country?

The late statesman, Rt. 
Honourable Dr Nnamdi Azikiwe 
had quoted a figure of 12 million 
as the number of lives lost in the 
Nigerian Civil War. There has not 
been so far any figure suggested to 
controvert this. If we allow that 
one million died on the Biafran 
side, we can assume that the other 
half were on the Nigerian govern­
ment side. Of these, 95 per cent 
were from the North with Bode 
Goerge’s kinsmen adroitly avoid­
ing to enlist in the infantry for 
obvious reasons; preferring to be 
in support services where they 
could make money with minimal 
hazards, or in command positions 
where they could receive honour 
and glory with the least of efforts. 
That is how come people like Ben­
jamin Adekunle, Ayo Ariyo and 
Olusegun Obasanjo not only sur­
vived but also emerged heroes of a 
war in which hundreds of thou­
sands of the creme de la creme of 
our youths perished unsung.

If any of them experienced the 
pains of the civil war, it must have 
been on an impersonal level at Di­
visional or Brigade command; and 
so for one of them to be pushing a 
personal agenda that is creating a 
situation that may result in an­
other bout of needless human sac­
rifice troubles him little. The fact 
that he emerged from the previous 
war some sort of hero albeit not a 
very deserving one, coupled with 
an almost miraculous escape from 
Abacha’s gulag, may have created 
a suicidal form of megalomania in 
Baba indeed. But then for any 
form of profligacy, there is stored 
up wrath against the day of wrath, 
so says the Lord. There is hardly 
any Nigerian living or dead whom 
the country has been so kind to 
with yet so little effort on his part.

Nigerians from the South-East 
and the Middle Belt had suffered 
and continue to suffer too severely 
from the effects of the civil war to 
watch torpidly as insensitive des­

pots on random ego trips o 
to propel the nation towaus 
precipice. The noises ema: at 
from Enugu to Lagos are - 
nously reminiscent of reve: x 
tions from the Aburi Confer 
and the after events. No nat 
known history' has been a- 
survive two civil wars, espc. 
that some of the principal k 
of the first are not just still j I 
but are the main characters 
precipitation of a second

A civil war is a messy aft. 
this one that some people art 
rently promoting, there is n. - 
ing where the battle front mu 
Those'of us from the MiddK i 
area have spilled too much > • 
blood on the Nigerian proje 
permit it to be truncated < 
altar of over-ambition. If u 
derived material benefit t: 
nation in compensation, we \ 
have considered that we ha\ <. 
justly rewarded for our exet 
Had we been honoured b> i I 
tion and acknowledged b' 
people accordingly, we vv ouU 
been content just basking 
glory. The current muscle fk 
amounts to trivialising a tra 
that in the not-too-distani 
wasted the cream of our y t 
and that appears to be stretch 
democratic licence a little to 
For us, the only side to be ■■ 
where “the labours of our hi 
past shall never be in vain 
riod!

But most unfortunate I \ 
rattling of sabers has to ce,: . 
permit sanity some wav 
noisiest of the warmongers u 
halfway to New York, Londo 
Paris by the time the first 
fired, complete with their fan 
Nigerians must refuse to tx : 
of this hopeless venture u 
only ‘advantage’ may be to t > * 
new line ofbusiness in ami' 
ing for oil bunkerers and trc - 
looters.

Obasanjo must be comp 
upon by those w'ho love thi 
tion to cease his threat of A ’ 
geddon and drop his third ten 
immediately. The art is too • 
and immoral.
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Certainly, the recent re-reg- 
istration exercise in the rul­
ing People’s Democratic 

Party (PDP), which was suppos­
edly meant to weed out disgruntled, 
disloyal, indiscipline and subver­
sive elements in its fold has intro­
duced an interesting dimension to 
political mobilisation and support 
within the party. The idea is that 
PDP has been repositioned ideo­
logically.

Perhaps, it was in apparent re­
action to the sorry state of the 
PDP before the re-registration ex- . 
ereise that prompted Mr Presi­
dent, during the repositioning ex­
ercise in Ogun State where he par­
ticipated to urge party faithfuls not 
to reduce the party to ‘big for noth­
ing’. Experts interpreted the com­
ment as signifying the enii of the 
era of anointing from the top in 
the party. The idea right now in 
the party from President 
Obasanjo’s comment is that ev­
ery party member must be rel­
evant from ward to state levels in 
every PDP state in Nigeria. The 
re-registration exercise appeared to 
have repositioned the party for 
ideologioal politicking ahead of
2007. Pundits believed that those 
that lost out in the exercise are 
ideologically incompatible with 
those in the party today.

In the light of the foregoing, there­
fore, it is incumbent on any mem­
ber of the party' who is interested 
in any elective office in any stale of 
the federation to embark on aggres- 
si\ egrassroots mobilisation in v iew 
o. obvious threat frorti opposition 
parties that mav form the decision

Imo Platform, PDP and 2007
of those disgruntled elements af­
fected by the respositioning exer­
cise. It will thus be suicidal for any 
politician to think that someone 
somewhere will ensure his electoral 
victory without aggressive cam­
paign in his state.

Just recently, Senator Arthur 
Nzeribe floated Imo Platform (IP), 
a political pressure group within 
PDP ostensibly to give direction 
and platform to any politician 
ready to be part of the new PDP 
in the state. The frenzied atmo­
sphere in Imo State arising from 
Imo Platform’s activities could be 
seen. Imo Platform buses could be 
seen everywhere: offices couW'be 
sighted everywhere: jingles were 
heard every now and then. Before 
now, everybody w as aware that 
Senator Ifeanyi Aramme is seri­
ously eyeing the office of execu­
tive governor of Imo State. In a 
nutshell, he desperately wants to 
take a'shot at the governorship 
position in the state. Pundits are 
aware that his legitimate ambition 
is being marketed only on the pages 
of newspapers. In view of the new 
spirit in the new PDP PDP post, 
registration, one had expected to 
see functional struct i u os/ofhees iij 
the nooks and crannies of the 
state, to the credit of Aramme. 
Pundits are of the vi ;rw that the; 
creation of function I structures in 
Imo State by \®rur;x. vouJdhavs 

• clearly offered him! vyvtrabVediw 
tneraji.v vh.uij>Mv « *M,’<isie'fcir
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By Lmeka Oraetoka
the position (Imo State governor­
ship seat) in the People’s Demo­
cratic Party, but the reverse is the 
case. Whatthen is Aramme’s joker 
in PDP as regards his smoldering 
ambition? Unless Senator Ararume 
has big masquerade(s) somewhere 
ready to go at length to install him 
as the candidate of the party in 
Imo State ahead of2007 guberna­
torial elections, pundits believe that 
his best bet is to embark on ag­
gressive erection of structures, and 
membership drive in the entire Imo 
State as signs of seriousness on 
his part; otherwise, the belief in 
some quarters that the "trinity’’ 
(Ararume, Uzordinma and Kema 
Chikwe) installed the current party 
executive in Imo State to pave way 
for Ararume's endorsement irt 
PDP without functional struc­
tures, could hold water after ail. If 
so, the scenario could be danger­
ous to the political health of Imo 
PDP as some other serious-minded 
candidates would have been side­
lined in the party.

| Information has !1 that the idea 
behind Imo Platform < IP) was to 
ensure that 'be peace in fmc State 
PDP is sustained at ail cost. Ac­
cording to the promoters of the IP, 
the possible rapturing of peace in 
Smo State ?DP arising from the 
suptnnacy struggle between the 
vtiir;*y’ groin: a,jfoijdly called b'; 

■pdtjii •ulaKa’v^s in Imo axis, 'and

Governor Udenwa’s camp could 
automatically signal the epitaph 
of the party in the entire South- 
Eastern states. Pundits also rea­
soned that it is only in Imo State 
that serious-minded politicians 
who believe that charity must be­
gin at home as a first step towards 
national relevance can be found. 
Therefore, rupturing of peace will 
leave the South-East at the mercy 
of outside political poachers.

Peace-loving politicians in Imo 
State were said to have heaved a 
sigh of relief upon the coming on 
board of the Senator Nzeribe-led 
fmo Platform; who was inciden­
tally mandated by the National 
Chairman of the party. Senator 
Ahmadu Ali, tocoordinate the rec­
onciliation ofUdenwa’s group and 
the ‘trinity’ group. The failure of 
that reconciliation effort led to the 
formation of Imo Platform. The 
idea according to them was for the 
leader of the Platform, Nzeribe, 
not to be seen as a leader who used 
his privileged position to give vic­
tory to one of the warring groups, 
particularly when one realises that 
Senator Nzeribe by virtue of his 
office as a senator, is also an Abu ja- 
based politician like the 'trinity' 
group whom Udenwa’s group re­
lentlessly accuse of using their 
onnections in Abuja to subvert 

and undermine constituted author­
ity in Imo State,

One disturbing i'lt.intrre; fiat’ 
■c-inl Havin'/ :Ke|C out hi !mo

Stale ahead of the 2007 guberna­
torial election is the amazing im­
pact of Imo Platform in Imo State, 
With the constant denial by Sena­
tor Nzeribe that he is not inter­
ested in becoming the next gover­
norship candidate of PDP in 2007. 
and the amazing speed at which 
politicians in Imo State are em­
bracing Imo Platform, the lightning 
speed at which functional struc­
tures have sprung up and are still 
springing up in almost the 27 local 
government areas in Imo State, and 
with the sheer velocity at which 
serious-minded politicians are 
trooping into Nzeribe's country 
home in Oguta for homage, one 
could be left with one guess only 
-  which may be as good as yours.

Information has it that through 
the Imo Platform, Nzeribe is on 
the verge of reincarnating The

CARIA Movement Strate. 
also on the threshold of uni : 1 
ing it in just one state. Recal 1 
CARIA was a powerful po! : 
movement that controlled eig • -■ 
states then, the whole of u 11. 
referred to as the Eastern ret.
One can only imagine the in m. 
of Imo Platform on the pol . 
landscape of Imo Suite. \zer \  
known to be a deadly, siien 
efficient operator. This wri- - 
waiting to see who will dare - la 
in the way of this moving tra n : 
must be understood that V  
does not start anything unle^ 
is sure of it; and once he stui 
never stops. He gets to the 
end -  win or lose.

This poser is pertinent Ik 
Nzeribe denies gubemaioria am ­
bition, who then is he doii - a 
this for?

Emeka Oraetoka, Inform,m 
Management Consultant. Im 
State, email: oramekH 
cos.com.
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Letter to President Obasanjo
B aba, I will like to seize 

this opportunity to con­
dole you on the un­

timely death of your wife and 
our mother, Stella Obasanjo. I 
sincerely pray to Almighty God 
to continue giving you the for­
titude to bear the loss. I will also 
not forget to offer my condo­
lence to you over the tragic in­
cidents o f Bellview and 
Sosoliso aircrafts. This condo­
lence was supposed to have 
come much earlier than now 
(since the death of Chief (Mrs) 
Stella Obasanjo and the two air­
craft mishaps months ago); but 
like I said earlier on, lack of ef­
fective means, however, pre­
vented me. And I hope and pray 
that you will not consider these 
condolences belated.

Baba, I must confess to you 
that I have been your ardent ad­
mirer since your military days, 
precisely when you were a mili­
tary head of state. I was in pri­
mary six then and I have been 
following you and appreciating 
all that you have been doing 
since then. I can vividly recall 
when you embarked on a na­
tionwide farewell tour sometime 
between late 1978 and 1979. I 
happened to be among the first 
to be at our Emir’s Palace in 
Lafia, then in Plateau State to 
capture a glimpse of you. In fact, 
I forfeited my breakfast and early 
morning lessons to enable me 
to see you physically and at a 
closer range. I remember you ar­
rived Lafia from Jos, between 
10 and 11 a.m. and you nearly 
shook hands with me when you 
arrivedthe Emir’s Palace, but I 
think my age at that time 
cheated me. 1 was only a little 
above 13 years old. But despite 
my inability to shake your 
hands, I remained satisfied since 
my goal was to see the man I so 
much admired.

When you left office in 1979 
and settled at your Otta farm, 
my admiration for you instead 
of diminishing somehow in­
creased. What further made me 

•to admire you was the manner 
you handed over power despite 
opportunities openly available 
for you to extend your tenure 
beyond 1979; though I-Iater 
learnt that you made some 
moves to extend the timetable

beyond October 1979. But what­
ever it was then, I believed you 
sincerely meant to go. .

The other thing that made me 
to be happy with you at your 
retirement was that you refused 
to close your eyes over the 
maladministration of the regimes 
that came after yours. We are of 
course living witnesses to your 
criticism on measures of the 
Shagari administration and the 
inhuman treatment of citizens 
by the Buhari/Idiagbon regime, 
as well as the Structural Adjust­
ment Programme (SAP) of 
Ibrahim Babangida’s administra­
tion. The Sani Abacha adminis­
tration could not stomach your 
criticisms, especially on his at­
tempt to succeed himself and 
therefore roped you in, in a 
phantom coup and subse­
quently sent you to Yola prison.

Baba, I wept when I saw you 
on our television screen live 
during your trial. But I consoled 
myself with the fact that truth 
shall one day prevail. And I 
consoled myself further with 
what the late Dele Giwa said

a parcel bomb that "any injus­
tice done to man by man shall 
be re-dressed if not immediately 
then certainly later; and if not 
by man then by God.” Barely 
two years into serving your 
sentence, the truth about the 
whole saga came out. The man 
who sent you to prison died. 
This was nothing but an act of 
God to the extent of your not 
only being freed but you got 
crowned.

I had cause to argue recently 
in a private conversation with a 
group of friends that in spite of 
all what the Northerners are say­
ing about you today, your elec­
tion in 1999 was still not a mis­
take. My argument was based 
on the fact that if it were any 
other Southerner instead of you 
at the helm of affairs, the story 
of Nigeria could not have been 
the same today. Nigeria could 
have been a failed state by now.

One other aspect that I think 
Nigerians are not regretting your 
election, apart from ensuring the 
unity of Nigeria, is o f course 
your efforts at stamping out cor-

through the instrumentality of 
Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC). At least, if 
not for anything, Nuhu Ribadu 
has succeeded in instilling fear 
in the minds o f our so-called 
leaders who find pleasure in 
looting public funds. Today, the 
fear of Ribadu is the beginning 
o f wisdom. In the field of 
economy, Nigeria is not faring 
bad as all indicators point to a 
brighter future. Your efforts at 
the cancellation of the debts we 
were owing Paris Club is equally 
a pointer.

But Baba, you see, there is 
one thing that I think if you are 
not careful with would make 
nonsense o f all these your 
achievements and ruin the 
good reputation you have built 
over the years, both at home 
and abroad. And this thing is 
the issue of “third term”. Since 
the issue started making the 
rounds, I have never consid­
ered it to be a matter that one 
should lose his sleep over. 
Whenever 1 read or hear people 
discussing the issue, I always

shortly before his death through ruption in our body polity dismiss it with a wave of my

hand. It was your dislike for self­
succession and seat-tightism of 
leaders that led you into a con­
frontational course with 
Abacha, which later earned you 
life imprisonment.

Bate, I have never believed 
that you will reduce yourself to 
the level of trying to extend 
your tenure until last month 
during your NTA live 
programme, the “President 
Speaks”. To my surprise, when 
a caller from Sokoto asked you 
to comment on the issue of third 
term, you did not only dodge 
the question, but you went 
ahead and spent the better part 
of the time in explaining irrel­
evances. Of course, oil and gas 
are very important and relevant 
to an economy such as ours. 
So, Baba, the deviation in an­
swering this question left me 
with no option than to believe 
that there is really an agenda 
on third term.

Chief Gani Fawehinmi, I be­
lieve you know him better 
than I do, wrote you a letter 
last Christmas in which he 
raised a very fundamental is-

Re: Letter to Sokoto State

sue concerning the third term 
Baba, I want to appeal to you 
to take a very hard look at the 
content of that letter. It is ver 
important that you go through 
it again and again and heec 
his advice and that of million: 
of Nigerians.

Professor Omo Omoruy 
was right when he said that al 
those that are selling the ide;i 
of third term are planning to 
ruin you.

Agreed, Baba, power as of­
ten said, is sweet that who­
ever tastes it would not like to 
let it go, but one point that 
needs to be stressed is that the 
freedom of being a private citi­
zen at your age now is even 
much sweeter than the power 
itself.

Baba, I beg to stop here. I 
will write you again if God per­
mits but that should be next 
year after you must have re­
tired to your Otta farm. So 
long.

Rayyanu Bala, No. 42, be­
side PH C N  headquarters, 
Lafia, Nasarawa State.

w eV  V  sc

ien I stumbled on a 
letter written to the 
Sokoto State gover­

nor by one Dahiru Maishanu 
supposedly from far away Lon­
don and carried by the Daily 
Trust newspaper of January 3, 
2006, what initially captured my 
attention was the heading of the 
letter. As I went through the 
piece, the heap o f lies and 
shameless mockery therein 
prodded me to scribblc down 
this rejoinder.

Sokoto is still a torch-bearer 
and trail blazer in affairs that 
border on human emancipation 
and development. Yes, it did 
produce a generation of lead­
ers who left indelible footsteps 
in the sands of time. Sokoto is 
still and shall remain endowed 
with resourceful leaders who 
can hold their own anywhere in 
the country and beyond. 
Sokoto has come a long way.

While Dahiru Maishanu has 
every right to say his mind, 
however,'as a sciori oTMuham- 
madu Moyijo. he ought to im­
bibe the spirit of decorum and

camaraderie in his utterances. 
His attacks recently on the state 
government, including the let­
ter that prompted this rejoinder, 
portrayed him as an ingrate and 
further put to question his self- 
acclaimed descent from the fam­
ily of Moyijo.

How Maishanu chose to 
dress the present leadership of 
the state government in garbs 
of corruption reeks of horrible, 
and if you like, decomposing 
hatred for no just cause. I won­
der who Dahiru Maishanu is to 
call people names -  rogues, 
thieves and what-nots. It is clear 
that he could be out of his mind 
by starting a fire of raging in­
ferno that may soon consume 
him. The truth is you don’t blind 
yourself to all evidences of per­
formance simply because you 
want to constitute yourself into 
a megaphone o f some 
directionless cabal.

It is true that Sokoto nurtured 
is nurturing and shall continue 
to nurture a crop of technocrats 
and professionals who despite 
your dismal rating can compare

and compete favourably with 
their counterparts anywhere. 
Whether Maishanu likes it or 
not, Attahiru Bafarawa by God’s 
Will is today one of such tech­
nocrats. After all, it is Almighty 
God that gives power to whom 
He desires when He desires.

You could come down and 
fill the vacuum by vying for an 
elective post as 2007 is just 
around the comer.

Among what families were 
positions in the state shared? 
You should learn to buttress 
your arguments with concrete 
unassailable facts. In any case, 
are you referring to your blood 
brothers and sisters who are 
now occupying juicy positions 
in various ministries and depart­
ments in the state civil service? 
Maybe you should prevail on 
them to relinquish such posi­
tions since you are not satis­
fied with the set-up.

Constructing the fly-over 
bridge at the State Polytechnic 
junction has nothing to do with 
hunger of the people. In an ef­
fort to save lives and property

as a result of road mishaps 
the crossroads, the Bafarawa 
administration decided to con­
struct the fly-over bridge. It is 
not surprising that you have 
not been conversant with your 
home state for many years now. 
You continue to harangue your 
audience with allegations of 
kickback; why don’t you pro­
duce facts?

Education does not only 
mean the kind of negative edu­
cation oyinbo people like you 
boast of; education means clear 
conscience, understanding of 
the people’s hopes and aspira­
tions and working towards 
building a better society.

Maishanu, do you indeed 
wish Sokoto well? I am afraid 
you don’t. Who nurtured beg­
gars in Northern Nigeria? You 
are a poor student of history. 
Almajirci dates back to the es­
tablishment of the Caliphate it­
self. So it is not Bafarawa’s mak­
ing that people should beg. Af­
ter all, the menace of begging 
still remains a serious one to all 
Northern state governments

governor
misnaps at Bafarawa in his strides toi to allevi­

ate the menace evolved mea­
sures to integrate Makarantun 
Zaure into his mainstream el­
ementary education.

Whatever you say is laced 
with unrepentant hatred, so you 
are eternally blind to the good 
works Bafarawa is doing to make 
life more meaningful to the 
people.

One of your brothers is an 
experienced teacher. Ask him. 
why is it that today, most gradu­
ates in Nigeria are half-baked. 
The state media machinery is 
well-equipped that it does not 
need to import mercenaries to 
write rejoinders. Nobody is forc­
ing any so-called professionals 
to leave. 1 guess you left of your 
own volition.

Your articles are built on quick 
sand. Your arguments and 
points are as porous as your 
understanding of what it takes 
to form a vanguard of opposi­
tion.

Usman S. Abubakar. 
Torankawu Yabo, Sokoto 
State.

M on d ay , J a n u a r y  24 , 2006
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INNA LILLAHIWA INNA ILAIHIR RAll'UN
It feels, like today, but it is exactly one year ago that 

you answered the a ll  o f your creator,

Allah Subhanu Wa Ta’ ala!

Alhaji, though we have missed your love, guidance 

and wise counseling, we are however comforted by 

the legacy you left behind and our belief that Allah 

(SW T) would reward all your good deeds with 

Aljannah Firdaus.
We remember you today as always with fond 

indelible memories, for the joy you brought to our 
life, which are forever etched in our hearts. The 

j testimony o f the positive way you affected the lives 

of all those who associated with you will continue to 

give us the strength to bear the irreparable loss. May 

Allah (SWT) grant you Aljannah Firdaus. Am in.

Fondly remembered by:
Najiya AyeshaB.Atta, 

- Children and Grand 
Children.



Page 10 Daily Trust Tuesday, January 24. 2006

W  hen on M ay 29, 
2003 , A lhaji 
Ibrahim Idris took 

oath of office as the Executive 
Governor o f Kogi State, he 
promised fairness, justice, 
equity  and accountability  
among other pledges in the 
administration o f  the state. 
Since those historic pledges, 
to all discerning minds, Alhaji 
Ibrahim Idris has not wavered 
in the provision o f necessary 
ingredients o f  governance/ 
democracy.

As a keen o b serv er o f  
developments in Kogi State, 
it is a truism that many leaders 
have come and gone, leaving 
behind their imprints. This 
p iece is no t in tended  to 
ch ro n ic le  w hat these 
helmsmen did or refused to 
do when they held sway.

The beauty of democracy 
is fundamentally the'-freedom 
it provides for expression of 
thoughts; the freedbm  to 
have your say if you cannot 
have your way, either with 
u tm ost crudity  or u tm ost 
finesse . The incum bent 
governor o f Kogi State in my 
e stim ation  and in every  
reasonab le  p e rso n ’s has 
booked a place for himself in 
the G u inness Book o f  
Records. Prior to his elevation 
to the exalted seat, not many 
peop le  gave him  any 
opportunity as they taunted 
him as a political neophyte 
who would end up dismally.

From available records so 
far, he has proved  those 
cyn ics and d oub ting
Thomas’s wrong. This is why 
when you make your mark in 
life, you will always attract

Governor Idris and critics
erasers. Year 2007 is around 
the co rn er and m y heart 
bleeds for democracy. Those 
clamouring for change at all 
cost or power shift as the case 
may be would stop at nothing 
if  only to rubbish whatever 
achievements Governor Idris 
m ight have recorded . To 
them, the governor has not 
done anything since he came 
to power, and I mean it. They 
are prepared to pay whatever 
price to pull him down for 
selfish reasons.

It is on this scale that I 
s in ce re ly  adv ise  the 
governor to remain focused 
and thick-skinned. The first 
and g rea t com m andm ent 
about critics is, don’t let them 
scare you. That was why 
Charles Dodgson said, “ If 
you limit your action in life to 
th ings that nobody could 
possibly find fault with, you 
will not do much.” Nothing 
sign ifican t has ever been 
accom plished  w ithou t 
controversy and criticism.

Christopher Morley said, 
“The truth is, a critic is like a 
gong at a railroad crossing, 
clanging loudly and vainly as 
the train  goes by.” M any 
great ideas have Ween lost 
because  peop le  w ho had 
them couldn’t stand the test 
o f  time and gave up. One o f 
the easiest things to find is 
fault. William Hazlitt, a great 
philosopher said, “The most 
insignificant people are those

Bv Sani Mohammed

most apt to sneer at others. 
They are safe from reprisals 
and have no hope o f rising in 
th e ir own esteem  but by 
lowering their neighbours.’” 

D ennis W holey also  
warned, “Expecting the world 
to treat you fairly because 
you are a good person is a 
little like expecting a bull not 
to attack you because you are 
a vegetarian.” In life, you 
c a n ’t carve your w ay to 
success w ithou t cu tting  
remarks and that is why if you 
are afraid of criticism, you may 
not do anything until eternity. 
If you want a place in the sun, 
you will have to expect some 
blisters and some sand kicked

in your face. Criticism is a 
compliment when you know 
that what you are doing is 
right. Peak performers are 
people who are committed to 
a compelling mission. As the 
governor o f Kogi State, you 
have a vision and mission in 
the state. Don’t be distracted, 
fulfil your purpose. You have 
a date with posterity.

You know and I know that 
those who desire power are 
already sharpening their skills 
using whatever means as in 
M achiavellian theory, ‘the 
end justifies the means. They 
want to reap where they did 
not sow.

For me, I agree to a large 
extent the recent position of 
Dr Ahmadu Ali, the National

“D ennis W holey also w arned , 
“Expecting the world to treat you  

fa ir ly  becau se  yo u  are a g o o d  
person is a little like expecting a bull 
not to attack you because you are 
a vegetarian . ” In life, you  ca n ’t 
carve your way to success without 
cutting remarks and that is why i f  
you are afraid o f  criticism, you may 
not do anything until eternity. ”

Chairm an o f  the P eop le’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) that 
you don’t change the cloth 
you are wearing if  it is not 
dirty. You bathe only if  you 
are dirty . A fte r a ll, the 
constitu tion  o f  N igeria is 
explicit as it provides for re- 
election o f a governor after 
his first four-year tenure, 
e sp ec ia lly  w hen the
incumbent is a performer.

G overnor Idris has had 
several awards and honours; 
local, na tional and 
in te rn a tio n a l fo r his
commitment to the provision 
o f  rea lis tic  dem ocracy  
dividends.

Apart from self-seeking ego, 
can anyone be truly right to posit 
that Governor Idris has not lived 
up to expectations? Is it in the 
area ofhealth, transportation, and 
above all, human development? 
Governor Idris combines 
wonderfully and effectively both 
infrastructure and human 
developments. Since the 
creation o f Kogi State, no 
administration has tendered civil 
servants with care like the 
incumbent has been doing. I 
stand to be corrected that no 
administration has offered civil 
servants car or ear-refurbishing 
loans. It is also a truism that many 
government offices are today 
equipped with computers and 
their accessories, courtesy of the 
bum per monthly imprest. 
Pensioners are even happier.

There is a silent revolution 
(not with blood) currently

please, give Governor Goje a chance
n oft-repeated charge 
against most politicians 
Is the ir desire  for 

po litical aggrandisem ent. 
Surely, we would m ake a 
mistake that we shall never 
forget and forever regret by 
jelecting such politic ians; 
especially those that we know 
held different public offices but 
couldn’t do anything to better 
their society because of their 
selfish interest.

It is indeed an empirical fact 
that our infant state, Gombe 
State at a time like this, needs a 
person of strong mind, great 
heart, faith and ready hands. 
Men who have the society as 
jtheir first and foremost loyalty; 
men like (Sarkin Yakin Gombe), 
Sardauna Ahmadu Muhammad 
Danjuma Goje who always 
thinks of the future of Nigeria 
first; places the society’s need 
before his selfish needs; men 
Who possess opinion and will; 
men of honour whose lust for 
office does not kill. In fact, we 
are very pleased to learn that 
some forqts that do not wish 
to see good things happening 
to the people of Gombe State, 
and are fearlessly working day 
and night to subvert the wishes 
o f  the people and what (Allah) 
has destined among the forces, 
We have all calibre o f people 
that have held positions both 
in public and private sectors 
that could not do anything for 
their people at that time and are 
how  afraid o f  the great 
successes that Governor Goje 
has achieved within a very 
Short period o f time as our 

igovembf inahoarcasofiroad. 
•w afer,leduaationr 4ite*ith, 
agriculture and others,'whietr

to them is a great challenge and 
by that, they don’t  have 
anything to tell or to show to 
their people when they come 
again for any elective position. 
Most o f them are from federal 
level and they don’t have 
anything to show that was 
done by them.

This is due to the fact that 
throughout their life history 
and records right from ward 
level up to federal level, they 
had never, ever even as a joke 
assisted a single individual in 
terms of anything whatsoever 
that could directly or indirectly 
bring progress to our state.

That includes even their 
closest relatives in the state. 
They are just deceiving and 
frustrating people. How then 
do they expect us to give them 
our m andate w ith these 
qualities o f theirs'.' Really, they 
are not the type of leaders that 
we need. “History,” as IBB 
always puts it, “is the best 
judgement of human action.” 
What have they done for their 
society? What makes them feel 
that they should rule us? Or do 
they think that leadership is a 
joke? If they think so, then they 
shpuld know that they have 
taken Jthat joke a little too far. 
They should know that it is not 
always that money can buy 
everything, especially now that 
people are getting  an 
awareness about who is good 
and who did what for them. 
There may come a time when 
unfocused men in the society 
cannot have the guts to come 
and seek for any political 

>p<5xitionan>ot<n rrtktet. And'tHat 
' ja 'ad d  bait^emiflNooKiiautnt 
future. Yorr ought To have t r r

By Mohammed Auwal 
Saiffullah

addition to money good record 
and leadership qualities for 
people to go for them.

These failed forces against 
Governor Goje now popularly 
called (ECOMOG) have nothing 
in common and the union is not 
in the interest of the common 
people of Gombe State, but for 
the fear of being irrelevant in 
politics (no doubt a common 
enemy brings about a common 
reason for unification). Goje has 
done everything in Gombe State 
that nobody would come and 
lie to the people that he too will 
bring to them sports, water, 
electricity, etc.

During Goje’s tenure as the 
minister o f state for power and 
steel, we had no problem of 
electricity nationwide. Among 
the group, we have those that 
their blood brother died as a 
result o f hypertension because 
that person was not assisted 
to pay for house rent. There is 
even a person in the same 
group who bluntly said that he

had to buy the house that their 
late father left behind.
That henceforth, the house 
would be bearing his name 
instead o f him to have built it 
for his younger ones. There is 
another person that who said 
he has made Bauchi as his base 
and the other one said he has 
made Jos as his base and has 
chosen to organise his political 
machinery from there. One 
other person from the group 
recently boasted in his ward 
that he would aw ard 
scholarship to the youth. What 
amazement? Where was the 
idea since? Luckily enough, the 
people from the ward said that 
they don’t like the scholarship. 
Another old man outside the 
group is warming up again to 
enter the Gombe Government 
House by 2007; and by that 
time, he would be 77 years old. 
What he would be coming 
back to do then is still a mystery. 
But m aybe he w anted to 
resuscitate and re-award his 
balanga  sugar com pany 
projects. These people have a 
lot o f  skeletons in their

taking place in Kogi Su 
you were in Lokoja ah  
year ago and v isited  
ancient colonial tow.n 
you w ould m arvei at 
great change. Critics tor 
o f  what to do or say 
often argued that no pr 
has been commissioned i 
state. But I agree in toi 
w ith the subm issio i 
Governor Idris that the 
result o f any project is i i 
the cerem (
commissioning for peof 
witness, but in the o\ ral 
benefit o f the project t< • 
user community. Are the 
prim ary  school build 
dotting the entire lands 
o f  Kogi S tate not be me 
effectively put to use? 1 >r - 
the dreaded Meme Bridge 
not w earing  a pew  > • 
(double lane) now and pi . 
the happier for if? Are . 
tractors purchased b\ 
administration not assi' 
farmers on their farms ami the 
teeming unemployed \ >u i 
not b en efitin g  from  tl „■ 
services o f the tricycles

This piece is not tar. . d 
at sector achievements v n u i  
abound th roughou t the 
length and breadth o the 
state, but as Oral Roberts 
reflects, you cannot bring 
about renew al or ch ee 
without confrontation. 1 urge 
the governor to keep u r the 
good work.

Sani M ohammed wrote im 
fro m  Ungwar Kura, Lokoja

“H owever ; every right-thinking person  
know s th a t G overn or G oje is th e  best 
governor Gombe State has ever had; fo r  he 
is the best thing that has ever happened to 
Gombe State at this m aterial time. H e is- r  ̂ - i  V -« »■ W* V. >■; • ' &
the most patriotic personality and the state 
is proud to have produced someone like him. 
H e is an esteemed statesman; a seasoned  
a d m in is tra to r:  a b o ld  in itia to r  a n d  (i *

a m i m m b U  t e r n  ~  -

cupboards, which they are bent 
on hiding by all means and by 
pretending to  show case 
Governor Goje as an errand boy 
just to achieve their personal 
ambitions. Thanks to God, our 
people have now really 
understood the happenings in 
Gombe State and are against 
the 'Yan Bariki politicians or 
Abuja politicians. These are the 
people that cannot come to 
their place for anything except 
during Sallah, nam ing 
ceremonies, wedding fatihah, 
burials, etc. Are these people 
the type to lead us? Haba, ‘Yan 
Bariki, Goje dai ba shi ya  
bawa kansa wannan matsavin 
ba Allah (SWT) ne. As Allah 
said in the Holy Qur’an chapter 
3 verse 26 on leadership: “Say 
oh Allah I Lord o f  Power (and 
rules). Thou giveth power to 
whom Thou p lea sest and  
Thou strippest offpowerfrom  
whom Thou pleasest. Thou 
endorses with honour whom 
Thou p leasest, and  Thou  
bringest low  whom Thou  
pleasest In Thy hand is all 
Good. Over all things Thou 
hast power.
However, every right-thinking 
person knows that Governor 
Goje is the best governor 
Gombe State has ever had; for 
he is the best thing that has . 
eVer happened to Gombe State 
at this material time. He,is the 
most patriotic personality and 
the statfe is proud to have 
produced someone like him. He 
is-an esteemed statesman; a 
seasoned administrator; a bold 
initiator and a dependable team 

-V.

peopleand an efficienTmanager

of resources.
“Histoiy,: as Sardauna atwa\-s 
put it, “a good and credible
politician is one who c a n o n ic  
and win election, who can 
support a candidate to » in  
ejection, who is always loved «o 
form part o f any govemnvn: 
give it a sort o f credibilit and 
who, when he is in a particular 
party, people tend to be attracted 
towards the party, because 
credible personality. Not is: t 
parasite or a political office 
seeker who simply joined politics 
to gain recognition 
conclusion, given the genem I 
situation and feeling on gr >und. 
we strongly believe that :1 
failures called ECOMO> ■ .ire 
simply nothing but “spoik - 
the game.
We all know that this gam. 
about traditional title: it is 
the people’s mandate th.i1 - 
cannot give you. You can. 
do your Bariki elsewhere V u 
deserve the king of reje s 
that you now face. If yoi h,. e 
listening ears or eyes, fin* 
me use this opportunity tr . 
and sundry, including 
bariki that Governor Go -..is 
no grudges against any tx * 
has forgiven all his politico n , Is 
as he has repeatedly s. d n 
many occasions.
His major preoccup.it io- 
and always is the developnvru 
of Gombe State and whoev. • 
that vision, let them con’ 
join hands together, so th.it e 
ean moveour dear state tiw .u  
And if not, please give Gc er*x 
Qoje a chance. A chance t> • 1 te 
is a vote for prosperm c 
tinuity and perpetual 
lopment.

M oham m ad  A u w a l  
Saifullah wrote in from  So.

Uenm^Mia (Juarters^Gtmihi. 
GombeState.
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Iran: What next for the nuclear ‘diversion’ game?
I ~  TI I «i______________ _______ OT here  is som eth ing  

perplexing about the 
veneer of ‘multilater­

alism’ that the United States 
| has adopted in its opposition 
! to Iran’s alleged attempt to 
; develop ‘nuclear weapons’. 
| Until the active involvement 

o f the European-3, namely 
Britain, France and Germany 
in a flurry of diplomatic activi- 

I ties to resolve the Iranian nu- 
i clear stand off, America had 

always sought to torpedo the 
Iranian attempt at developing 
peaceful nuclear technology, 

| by threatening fire and brims­
tone over arguments o f susp- 
cct authenticity.

I The US opposition to Ira- 
j n ’s attempt at achieving its 

objectives in the field of nucl­
ear science has been long sta- 

| nding. Back in 1983, for inst- 
: ance, it was pressure from the 
! United States which led the 
j International Atomic Energy 
; Agency (IAEA) to terminate 
i  a ‘cor '■’ration agreement’ rea- 
| ched v hen inspectors from 

the IAEA .vent to Iran for 
inspections, up W  which the 

j IAEA agreed to i , 'n Iran man­
ufacture enriched l ra . r  mfuel 

i  as part o f the country's ■ynbi- 
I tious programme in th*. net.'
I o f nuclear power reactor tech- 
i nology and fuel cycle ,echn- 
! ology’.

Increased US pressure 
has now  ensured that the 
IAEA would refer Iran to the 
U nited  N ations Security  
Council (UNSC) for possible 

| sanctions, when its board 
meets on February 3, because 
o f Iran’s insistence to conti­
nue uranium enrichment in 
sites previously sealed by IA­
EA inspectors.

Is the West’s (and partic­
ularly America’s) opposition 
to Iran’s attempt at acquiring 
nuclear technology a benevo­
lent intervention to enforce 
the provisions o f the Nuclear 
N o n -P ro life ra tio n  T reaty  
(NPT) or is Iran a victim, as it 
seems, o f  a range o f political 
and geo-political issues which 

I m ust be de te rm ined  and 
i  addressed in keeping with 
| President Bush’s policy for a 
I ‘new Middle East’? 
j There are at least three 

factors which must be consi­
dered in attempting an answer 
to this question. One o f these

By Abdullahi Bego,
Assistant Editor

is the coming to power, in 
Iran, o f President Mahmoud 
Ahmedinejad nearly six mon­
ths ago, seen in the West as a 
very conservative non-cleric 
leader determined to lead Iran 
dow n the path  o f  nuclear 
armament.

A hm edinijad’s descrip­
tion o f the Jewish holocaust 
as a ‘myth’ and his earlier call 
for the wiping of Israel off the 
face o f  the earth, although 
demonstrably political, have 
been interpreted in the US and 
the rest o f the Western World 
as more evidence why Iran 
must be stopped from acqui­
ring nuclear weapons.

The second factor is Isr­
ael. Throughout the Middle 
East, Israel is the only state 
with nuclear weapons capa­
bility. It is believed to be deve­
loping nuclear weapons at its 
Dimona site in the Negev area 
for over fourty years now, and 
is also believed to have a 
stockpile of 100 to 200 nuclear 
warheads. Mordechai Vanu- 
nu’s revelations to the British 
Sunday Times in 1986 also 
make the fact of Israel being a 
ni: 'ear power an open secret.

>ne senior Israeli army 
o n  ’t r  tven boasted to the 
H a'areth newspaper some­
time in 2002 that his country 
has several nuclear weapons, 
including their delivery syst­
ems, and can carry out attacks 
against Islam’s holiest sites in 
Mecca and Medina if  attac­
ked by a Muslim country. And 
there have been talks lately 
that Israel might carry out pre­
emptive air strike at Iranian 
nuclear facilities in the Natanz, 
Bushehr and Isfahan as it did 
with Iraq back in 1983, when 
it carried out a pre-emptive air 
strike against an Iraqi nuclear 
facility at Osirek; although 
this will complicate the issues 
and certainly draw an Iranian 
response.

Israel’s long standing us­
urpation o f Palestinian lands 
and its continuing crimes aga­
inst the Palestinian people, 
plus the fact that it is surrou­
nded by ‘hostile’ neighbours 
whose lands it has usurped 
therefore makes the emerg­
ence o f a rival nuclear power

in the region eternally unac 
ceptable to Israel itself, to 
America and the rest o f the 
Western World.

In the case o f Iran, it see­
ms even more unacceptable 
since the State o f Israel and 
the Islamic Republic have 
been each other’s worse ene­
mies since the Islamic revol­
ution that brought the Iranian 
religious clerics to power in 
1979.

The third factor, o f course, 
has to do with America’s gro­
wing unease with its inability 
to stabilize the situation in 
Iraq and the growing influence 
o f neighbouring Iran in Iraq’s 
political affairs.

Taken together, these 
factors conveniently decons­
truct US Under-Secretary of 
State for Political Affairs, 
Nicholas Bums’ statement on 
November 30 last year that 
Iran m ust be banned from 
enriching uranium because it 
‘supports’ international terro­
rism, ‘undermines Iraqi sover­
eignty’, has ‘abysmal human 
rights record’ and because 
Iran is ‘not a democracy’.

If Bum s’ statement were 
anything to go by, it clearly 
shows that the US is not as 
much concerned about the 
alleged threat that the Iranian 
nuclear programme posed, as 
it is with other ‘political’ iss­
ues it is obsessed with. For 
instance, he seems to suggest 
that if Iran does not ‘under­
m ine’ Iraqi sovereignty, does 
not ‘sponsor’ terrorism, and 
tries to improve its human rig­
hts record, whatever that me­
ans, the US would consider 
the country as a ‘democracy’ 
which could lead to the de- 
escalation o f  the confront­
ation now going on between 
the West and America on the 
one hand, and Iran on the 
other.

But even m ore m ind 
boggling is the fact that while 
the US continues to apply pr­
essure on the issue o f nuclear 
‘pro liferation’, not even a 
speck  such p ressu re  w as 
applied on Israel, which is not 
a signatory to the Nuclear 
N o n -P ro life ra tio n  T reaty  
(NPT) but w hose m ilitary 
officials have, whenever it 
was convenient, threatened 
to deploy nuclear force in the

“Ahmedinijad’s description ofthe Jewish 
holocaust as a ‘myth ’ and his earlier call 
fo r  the wiping o f  Israel o ff the face o f  
the earth , a lthough dem on strab ly  
political, have been interpreted in the US 
and the rest o f  the Western World as more

President M ahm oud Ahm edinejad

acquiring nuclear weapons. ”

even t o f  an a ttack  by a 
M uslim  country. P arad o ­
xically, no Muslim country in 
the Middle East or elsewhere 
has ever th rea tened  such 
attack on Israel or ever boas­
ted to use nuclear weapons 
to defend itself if  attacked by 
Israel.

It is not clear what mea­
sure the UN Security Council 
would decide to take on Iran 
once the IAEA refers the 
country’s uranium enrichment 
controversy in less than ten 
days from now. Clearly, the 
IAEA has not declared Iran in 
breach o f  the Nuclear Non 
Proliferation Treaty.

That Russia and China, 
two members o f the UNSC, 
have called for more dialogue 
and diplomacy to address the 
impasse and the fact that Iran 
has kept the door for further 
negotiations open could turn 
out to disappoint those bent 
on making a pariah o f Iran, 
particularly the US, which 
would leave no stone untu­
rned to slam punitive meas­
ures against the Islamic Rep­
ublic.

More importantly, Iran has 
continuously denied trying to 
acquire nuclear weapons and 
all IAEA inspections so far 
have not found a 'smoking 
gun’. Iran’s Supreme Leader, 
A yato llah  K ham enei has 
h im self issued a Fatw a oh 
A ugust 9,2005 forbidding the 
production, stockpiling and 
use o f  nuclear weapons to 
undersco re  the fact, a lso  
powerfully repeated recently 

_by President Ahmedinijad,

that Iran ‘does not need a 
nuclear weapon’.

At a high level UN Summit 
in New York on September 15, 
2005, President Ahmedinijad, 
while reiterating Iran’s right to 
develop  peacefu l n uclear 
technology according to the 
provisions o f  the NPT, has 
also offered a compromise 
solution where Iran would 
allow foreign companies to 
invest and participate in the 
Iranian nuclear programme, so 
that the programme would 
remain transparent and open 
to the rest o f the world.

Thus, while we wait for 
the decision o f  the UN Secu­
rity Council when Iran is refe­
rred to it shortly, it is important 
that the next review o f  the 
NPT, which comes in 2007, 
critically looks at the issue 
not just o f  nuclear prolifer­
a tion  bu t also o f  n uclear 
disarmament. It must be able 
to ask, and determine, whether 
the big nuclear powers are 
themselves pursuing the path 
o f disarmament. This is bec­
ause, suddenly, no one is tal­
king about what many count­
ries in the Non Aligned Move­
ment see as America’s own 
violation o f Articles 1 and II 
o f the Treaty through its so- 
ca lled  N u clear W eapons 
Sharing  A greem ents w ith 
NATO countries, 
t Records show, for inst­

ance, that at the time that the 
N uclear Non-ProliferatiOn 
Treaty was being negotiated 
back in the 1960’s, “NATO 
had in place secret nuclear

weapons sharing agr enents 
whereby the Unite* States 
provided nuclear we .:v to 
be deployed by, and stored in. 
other NATO states I  p to 
2005, the US was said to be 
supplying around 18( tactical 
B61 nuclear bombs fo r use by 
Belgium, Italy, Netherlands 
and Turkey” . Even i' the I S 
can put argument to defend 
this operation, there i ' r>o 
doubt that it underm ie-- the 
general spirit o f  the N PT. w h- 
ich aims to restrict the poss­
ession o f  nuclear weapons.

Times like this certainly 
call for caution and reflecti on 
It was not long ago ru the 
US made so much hype about 
Iraq possessing weapons of 
mass destruction and being m 
a nebulous ‘axis o f  e%11' It is 
now common knowledge that 
Iraq did neither have those 
weapons nor was it ar \ more 
‘evil’ than many current US 
allies and friends around the 
world.

Unfortunately, this h.po\» 
ledge comes after the * aging 
o f an illegal war, loss o f coun­
tless number o f  lives. m isu se  
o f  nearly a trillion do! lars of 
American tax payers’ m ono  
and the relegation o f d^>lam- 
acy as an effective tool for 
conflict resolution.

As many voices o f mode­
ration have continued to po*M 
,out, diplomacy can, and does, 
have the potential to r a o h c  
the Iranian nuclear im p*s»  
and even determine that the 
coun try  indeed  ‘does not 
need a nuclear weapor
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Israel warns Iran on nuclear 
work
T he Israe li defence  

minister has warned 
that the country will 

not accept an Iranian nuclear 
capability.

Shaul Mofaz said that at 
this stage his governm ent 
gave priority to diplomatic 
action aimed at convincing 
Iran to give up its nuclear pro­
gramme.

But he added that Israel 
I was preparing for any eventu­
ality and had the “capability 
to defend itse lf’, after Iran 
resumed nuclear research.

Iran insists the progra­
mme is purely aimed at mee­
ting its energy needs.

However western count­
ries suspect Tehran may be 
seeking to develop nuclear 
weapons, and talks over the

Suicide car bomber 
kills three in

Baghdad

issue are stalled.
The U N ’s International 

Atomic Energy Agency (I AE- 
A) agency is due to meet on 2 
February to discuss whether 
to refer Iran to the Security 
Council.

Mr Mofaz told a confe­
rence in Herzliya that Israel 
“must have the capability to 
defend itself, with all that that 
im p lies, and th is  we are 
preparing”.

Israeli leaders have repe­
atedly stated that any military 
action would be part o f an 
international effort, and Israeli 
officials have denied plans for 
a unilateral preventive strike.

Israeli concerns about 
Iran have grown since the 
election of President Mahm­
oud Ahmadinejad, who has 
called for Israel to be “wiped 
off the map”.

The warning appears to

be a veiled suggestion that if 
diplomacy fails, Israel may be 
planning a repetition of its pre­
emptive strike against Iraq in 
1981.

At the time, Israeli aircraft 
destroyed the Osirak nuclear 
research centre near Bagh­
dad.

However analysts say it 
would be hard for Israel to 
achieve sim ilar success in 
Iran, which has learned from 
the Osirak attack.

Its nuclear sites are dispe­
rsed around the country and 
heavily protected.

W ashington, Israel and 
many European powers dist­
rust Iran, partly because it had 
kept its nuclear research  
secret for 18 years before it 
was revealed in 2002.

The c ris is  in ten sified  
earlier this month when Iran 
resumed research on uranium 
enrichment.

T he cam paign advert 
opens with a black bac­
kground and the word 

“corruption,” which explodes 
into flames. The same thing 
happens to “nepotism,” “bri­
bery,” “chaos,” and “steal­
ing"..

Then comes footage o f 
Palestinian gunmen fighting 
the Israeli army, and an image 
o f the A1 Aqsa Mosque, Isl­
am ’s third-holiest site.

“Our blood will be a wall 
to protect our holy site,” the 
narrator says in closing.

An unusual sort of polit­
ical advertising is hitting the 
Palestinian airwaves as the 
Islamic militant group Hamas 
campaigns in W ednesday’s 
parliamentary elections.

The group is running for 
parliament for the first time, 
polling neck-to-neck with the 
Fatah party o f  Palestinian 
leader Mahmoud Abbas and

Hamas campaign 
focuses on corruption

dismaying Israel, the US and 
Europe.

Hamas has focused on 
halting corruption and rest­
oring law and order to the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
while Fatah has been unable 
to shed its corrupt image and 
overcom e in fig h tin g  and 
chaos.

The expected move into 
power by Hamas, which has 
killed hundreds o f Israelis in 
suicide bombings and still 
calls for Israel’s destruction, 
has th row n P a le s tin ia n s’ 
international aid and future 
relations with the Jewish state 
into question.

A cting  Israe li Prim e 
M inister Ehud Olmert met

with top military an> 
officials Sunday to dt« 
the growing likelih > 
Hamas could dom: 
elections.

The Hamas tele\ iv 
was approved by the I 
inian election commi 
Commercials for indejx 
candidate Mustafa Bar 
and Fatah, meanwhile 
mble those of Amei i ca: 
tical candidates.

In Barghouti’s ad. 
tinians from a boy in a v 
chair to an elderly worn, 
about how his policies 
improve their lives.

The Fatah comm 
says women are imroi 
advancing the Pales 
cause.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

A  suicide car bomber 
killed at least three 
Iraqis M onday near 

I the Green Zone housing the 
! US Embassy and Iraqi gov- 
i emment, and the US military 
said two American airmen died 
in a roadside bomb blast north 

j of the capital.
Intensive efforts contin- 

; ued to secure the release of 
k idnapped  A m erican  Jill 

i Carroll, 28, with US and Iraqi 
! authorities conducting joint 
operations in a bid to free the 
journalist. Carroll was abdu- 

I cted in Baghdad on Jan. 7.
The suicide bomber targ­

eted a police patrol near the 
; Iranian Embassy, which is 
| close to the checkpoint into 
the Green Zone known as the 
“Assassins’ Gate,” said the 

j top Baghdad police officer, 
Maj. Gen. Abdul-Razaq al- 

i Samarie.
Two civilians and a polic­

eman were killed and six Iraqis 
wounded, including five more 

i policemen, al-Samarie said.
The two US airmen were 

killed and a third was woun­
ded in an attack on a convoy 

j Sunday near Taji, where a US 
i air base is located 12 miles 
j north of Baghdad, the military 
said.

The deaths brought the 
i number of US military person­
nel killed since the war in Iraq 
began in March 2003 to at 
least 2,226, according to an 
Associated Press count.

Another car bomb explo­
ded on a highway about 20 
miles south o f Baghdad, kill­
ing one Iraqi civilian and wou­
nding four others, said police 

i Capt. Hussein Shamil. Drive- 
by gunmen also shot dead a 
doctor who worked at the Iraqi 
Health Ministry as he drove 

| to work in Baghdad’s Saydi- 
\ yah neighborhood, said pol­
ice Capt. Qassim Hussein.

Carroll has not been heard 
o f since her kidnappers rele- 

| ased a videotape that was first 
! aired on Jan. 17 and accomp­
anied by a threat that she’d 

I be killed if  US forces did not 
release all Iraqi women in 
military custody.

40 A N N IV ER S A R Y  OF SIR S A H M A D U  R ELIO  AND 
A B U B A K A R  TAFAW A B A IEW A

SIR ABUBAKAR TAFAWA BALEWA SIR AHMADU BELLO

Our commemorative publication on the life and times o f  Sirs Ahmadu 
Bello, Sardauna o f  Sokoto and the Premier o f  Northern Nigeria and 
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa, the Prime Minister o f  Nigeria w ill continue 
till January 31 ,2006 .

This is to enable us accommodate all those who have indicated interest in 
the project but were unable to send their materials on time and those 
whom w e were not abl e to reach.
t

Interested participants can book their advert space with the Special 
Projects Department on any o f  these numbers: 08037038663, 
08062097206, 0 8 0 2 3 7 6 2 0 6 1 ,and 08051680339, 08035864788 or 09- 
6720346
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Building collapses in 
Kenya killing eight

A five-story building 
collapsed Monday in 
central Nairobi with 

more than 280 construction 
j workers inside, killing at least 
eight people and injuring 

; more than 50, witnesses and 
officials said.

Dozens o f  rescuers dug 
into the rubble with their bare 
hands while the injured were 
loaded into any available car 
to be taken to hospitals. The 
hand o f one trapped person 
could be seen waving for help 
from under a concrete beam.

Tens o f thousands o f peo­
ple ran to the site, clogging 
the roads and climbing on top 
of the debris to watch the res­
cue. Riot police deployed to 
the area began using trun­
cheons to beat back the cro­
wds and to clear roads for em­
ergency vehicles

At the same time, howe­
ver, police appealed for any­
one with emergency training 
to come to the scene and help 
the rescue.

Dozens o f soldiers, firefi­
ghters, police officers and 
Red Cross workers respon­
ded, using crow bars and metal 
cutters to free those trapped.

An Associated Press rep­
orter at the scene saw eight 
bodies o f  those killed in the 
collapse.

One o f  the construction 
workers said that 280 men 
were on the site. Another, who 
would not give his name* said 
an inspector had warned last 
week that the structure was 
unsafe and they were trying 
to stabilize the building.

“We saw the building sink 
slowly and then sway from 
side to side. As we saw this, 
we fled the area. We never got 
that far —  it collapsed,” said 
Serengo Wekesa, who had 
been working at a neighboring 
building.

One worker, James Ofu- 
nyi, said the workers were on 
their lunch break, with many 
asleep in the building when it 
collapsed.

“I was taking a nap after 
having had lunch when I 
heard someone shouting to 
run, but I didn’t get downs­
tairs fa’st enough because the 
bu ild ing  started  fa llin g ,” 
Ofiinyi said. “I jumped to the 
other side.”

Immediately after the coll­
apse, hundreds of bystanders 
formed lines to carry away 
chunks o f concrete and woo­
den scaffolding, which a front 
loader then pushed aw ay 
from the site.

Two survivors were pull­
ed from the building more 
than an hour after the coll

Parts of the exterior walls 
were still standing.

A nurse at Kenyatta Gen­
eral Hospital said more than 
50 people had been admitted.

She hung up the phone with­
out identifying herself.

The hospital issued an 
appeal for blood donations. 

The lower floors o f  the

building were filled with cons­
truction workers when it sud­
denly collapsed, said one of 
the laborers, Patrick Opiyo, 
who was digging for surv­
ivors.

“This is all about building 
standards,” said army Brig. 
George Kyaka, who was lead­
ing the m ilitary response. 
“But those who are alive are 
the priority now.”

Passers-by jo ined  professional rescuers in the search

DR Congo troops 
fight each other

Alp^hnnc nlanna/l fnr 1

Miany rebel soldiers 
have been integ- 
.rated into the army

Two b a tta lio n s o f  the 
D em ocratic  R epublic  o f  
Congo army are fighting each 
other close to the border with 
Uganda, reports from the area 
say.

The governor o f  North 
Kivu province, Eugene Seru- 
furi, told the BBC that one 
group comprises soldiers dra­
wn from form er Mai M ai 
rebels.

The other battalion comp­
rises soldiers integrated into 
the army from the Congolese 
Rally for Democracy (RCD).

The fighting is centred on 
the town o f Rutshuru, 90km 
from Bukavu.

There are no details o f 
casu a lties . T housands o f  
refugees are reported to be 
crossing into Uganda.

The C ongo lese  arm y, 
backed by UN peacekeeping 
forces, has recently  been 
engaging rebel groups in 
eastern DR Congo in an effort 
to drive them out ahead of

Liberian leader breaks rape taboo
T  iberia’s new president,    .u :  V  ..L

president, 
Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, 

Jcam e to pow er on a 
huge surge o f support from 
women voters, hopeful that a 
woman leader would right 
some o f the wrongs done to 
them during 14 years o f civil 
war.

One o f  her first pledges 
was to do something about 
the scourge o f  rape, using 
new legislation that came into 
force the day after her inau­
guration.

Rape is not a word you 
often hear in polite society. It 
is certainly not something 
that presidents talk about in 
their inaugural address.

But after being sworn in 
on Monday, Mrs Johnson- 
S irlea f stood up and said 
som ething that galvanised 
her audience.

“I know o f the struggle 
because I have been a part o f 
it,” she said.

“I recall the inhumanity of 
confinem ent, the terror o f 
attempted rape.”

Sister Barbara Brilliant, a 
nun and midwife who has 
lived in Liberia for nearly 30 
y ears - inc lu d in g  right 
through the war - was in the 
audience and heard the taboo 
being broken.

They are so badly  
damaged that most times, they 
will not even have children

“I felt, thank God. I t’s 
about time. Even here, we had 
a situation. We had soldiers 
who got over the fence,” she 
said.

“The first thing we did 
was shut off the light, we lay 
on the floor and we did not 
dare to breathe. And all we 
were thinking o f  was, 'We

Barbara on issues o f  violence 
against women is a group led 
by Grace Boiwu.

“If  you have a man o f the 
age o f50,40, wanting to rape 
a girl o f  13, 10, they have to 
be violent,” Ms Boiwu said.

“I f  you have two or three 
men raping, they will have to 
be violent, or you have sold­
iers who can rape a group o f 
young girls,” she added.

“They are so badly dam­
aged that most times, they will 
not even have children. The­
re was one at the clinic, I think 
up till now, she’s not even wa­
lking because o f that.”

W hat has finally made

this a public issue is the fact 
that the fighting is over, but 
the rape has not stopped.

L iberian s  like G race 
Boiwu are being forced to 
confront the fact that the war 
may have done perm anent 
damage to their society.

“Men were forced to have 
intercourse with their daugh­
ters in front o f  the soldiers,” 
Ms Boiwu said.

“The soldiers forced bro­
ther and sister or son and mo­
ther to have sex in front o f the 
husband ... So it broke the 
family ties.”

A p u b lic  in fo rm ation  
campaign on Liberian radio

reassures women that "rape 
is a wicked thing that the law 
can take care o f ’.

But there is severe doubt 
about whether the law can 
handle rape cases in Liberia.

Until very recently, rape 
was a bailable offence. That 
meant that even if  a suspect 
was arrested, he could be out 
o f  jail and back home the next 
day - and in a position to 
intimidate anyone who might 
give evidence against him.

Lois Bruthus, the presi­
dent o f the Liberian Associ­
ation o f  Women Lawyers, 
says that in the past, it was 
almost impossible to bring a 
successful prosecution.

Graft claims rock Kenyan cabinet

apse, prompting the crowds don’t want to be raped.’ This 
' ■ . t, , is us, at our age!to erupt in cheers. But there

w ere fears that more people 
were caught between the flo­
ors that collapsed on top of 
one another.

The war in Liberia was 
very brutal. Many oi therapes 
were carried out with extreme 
physical violence.

Working alongside Sister j

e n y a s  oppositio n  
coalition has urged 
the president to diss­

olve his cabinet following 
new allegations o f corruption 
against four senior ministers.

Over the weekend, a report 
by form er anti-corruption 
ch ie f  John G ithongo was 
published, saying the four had 
tried  to block corrup tion  
investigations.

Two o f the four, who incl­
ude the vice-president and 
the finance minister, publicly 
denied the charges.

President Mwai Kibaki 
was elected in 2002 on a 
pledge to fight corruption.

But W estern diplom ats 
have launched strongly-wor­
ded attacks on his adminis­
tration, saying corruption has 
continued unabated.

Energy Minister Kiraitu 
Murungi haj angrily denied 
the claims, which he said were 
“untrue” and an attempt to 
bring down the government.

Mr Githongo resigned a 
year ago, amid reports that his 
life  had been  th rea tened  
because o f his investigations 
into corruption allegations.

Opposition Orange Dem­
ocratic Movement leader Uh- 
uru Kenyatta said: “This is 
clear evidence that the gover­
nment can no longer be trus­
ted to conduct detailed and 
honest investigations into 
this saga.”

In a 31-page report seen 
by the BBC, Mr Githongo 
accused Mr Murungi, Vice- 
P resid en t M oody A w ori, 
F inance M in is te r D avid  
Mwiraria and sacked Trans­
port Minister Chris Murun- 
garu of having links to a huge 
contract given to a non-exist- 
ent company, Anglo-Leasing, 
to print new high-technology 
passports, and build navy 
ships and forensic laborat­
ories.

President Kibaki is under 
increasing pressure.

He said he was told by 
ministers that his “digging 
around had gone too far” and 
that he should “go easy” with 
his investigations.

The money raised by the 
alleged scam was to be used 
to fund the ruling Narc coal­
ition’s campaign in elections 
due next year. Mr Githongo

said.
He said President Kibaki 

had known about the scam 
but had done nothing to stop 
it.

Mr Awori has also denied 
the claims, according to local 
media.

Mr Murungaru was inte­
rnal security minister at the 
time o f  the Anglo-Leasing 
co n trac t, re sp o n sib le  for 
forensic laboratories.

He was sacked from gove­
rnment after the UK and US 
refused to give him a visa.

He has denied all wrbng;- 
doing.

The government prom ­
ised to investigate the latest 
claims but said there would 
be no “lynch-mob tactics”.

M r K ibaki is a lready  
under pressure after losing a 
referendum last year on a new 
constitution.

Kenya has been plagued 
by corruption for many years.

Last year, the Anti-Corru­
ption-Commission said that 
80% of new police recruits had 
either paidjbjibes.<y i^sed ttyjir 
connections to get jo b s .'

elections planned for la 
year.

A bout 40 peopk  
died in recent mon: 
fighting between Ug.r 
based rebels and Con- 
and UN forces.

The east has been 
the control o f central 
nment for many years

Despite an the end 
civil war, bands o f r 
groups still terrorise ci 
and use the rich miner; 
timber o f the region to 1 
their operations.

S everal neighbcv 
countries were drawn ii 
C o n g o ’s b ru ta l five 
conflict in which 3m ; 
were killed.

Egypt releases 
Sudanese 
detainees

E gypt has freed t̂ 
Sudanese women and 
children from a ■ > ' c 

the hundreds o f  m igrants 
arrested in a police oper.;;.> >n 
in Cairo earlier this m or.r 

At least 27 people dn\ n 
a raid on a park, where 
migrants, some facing dept -' 
ation, were staging a sit-in 

Among the 233 released 
detainees were people from 
the war-torn Darfur regu r 

The United Nations renji; 
ee agency has said there ha > e 
been no assurances -om 
Egyptian authorities tha the 
migrants would not ever: 
ually be deported.

Thousands o f  migrants, 
many o f whom had been ”efu 
sed refugee status, had 5een 
camped in the park outside 
UN offices since Septen 
saying they faced discrimin­
ation in Egypt.

They had been asking the 
UNHCR to send them to 
Western countries.

They were removed n a 
violent dawn raid by Egyp: ia 
police wielding tranche 
and firing water cannon 

“We are extremely relie­
ved that this group has beer 
released, and an additi> 
group of 39 - women, children 
and UNHCR card holdir- 
will also be released tod - 
said UNHCR official Raeh> 
uane Nouicer, AP news . j . 

ncy reports.
More than 220 o f  n . 

than 600 people arrested t 
ain in custody.

The UNHCR is speal* 
to them all individually to . 
w hether any are refug. 
who will then not face dc 
rtation.

The UNHCR has unti 
January to determine tl . 
legal status.

Millions of Sudanese 
a 21-year war between n' 
and south.

The war ended a year 
| but those in Egypt say i 
{ not safe for them to rerun 

A separate w ar is s'
| raging in the ‘western Tec 
< ofDamir!f; v 01 '» “  0
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Osama bin Laden

Osama ‘endorsement’ 
boosts book’s sales

O sama Bin Laden has 
seemingly propelled 
a book by an obsc­

ure historian into the US best­
seller list, by endorsing it in 
an audio message aired on 
Thursday.

Rogue State: A Guide to 
the W orld’s Only Superp­
ower had reached number 21 
on the Amazon list by Sun­
day, leaping from below the
200,000 mark.

Author William Blum, 72, 
said he had no regrets about 
the endorsement.

The 320-page book is 
highly critical o f  US foreign 
policy, and says the War on 
Terror is doomed to failure.

The message, thought to 
be from Bin Laden, contained 
threats cff new attacks on the 
US, but also a call for a long­
term truce.

But he also told Ameri­
cans: “If Bush carries on with 
his lies and oppression it 
■would be useful for you to 
read the book The Rogue 
State.’”

Bin Laden quoted a line 
from the writer that he would 
end US interference in world 
nations if  he became pres­
ident.

Mr Blum, speaking from 
his Washington apartment, 
said he was “surprised and 
even shocked and amused" 
by the a l-Q aeda le a d e r’s 
jpparent words.

“I was not turned off by 
ihe endorsement,” he told a 
New York radio station.

“ I’m not repulsed and I am 
not going to pretend I am.”

Mr Blum said there had

been no threats against him 
since the endorsement.

He has described the 11 
September 2001 attacks on 
New York and Washington as 
“an understandable re ta li­
ation  aga in st US foreign  
policy”, but makes clear that 
this is not a justification of 
them.

Canadians to elect new parliament
C

onoHionc ofp nrpn_ trofiwoc ppntn/p hnHffPt ClimlllC^Canadians are prep 
aring to cast votes in 
a general e lec tion  

with opinion polls suggesting 
the first Conservative gover­
nment in 12 years.

The election, the second 
in 18 months, was triggered 
when Liberal Prime Minister 
Paul Martin lost a confidence 
vote late last year.

Conservative leader Step­
hen Harper has pledged to cut 
taxes, tackle violent crime and 
clean up government.

His critics say he will 
destroy social programmes 
and has extremist views.

Correspondents say that 
although the Canadian econ­
omy is buoyant, the Liberals 
have struggled to shake off 
accusations o f  corruption.

Two. last-minute opinion 
polls put Mr Harper’s Cons­
ervatives 10 points ahead o f 
the Liberals - 37% to 27%. But 
they suggest the C onser­
vatives will not gain a majo­
rity in the 308-seat house.

The political leaders hea­
ded across the country over 
the weekend to try to pers­
uade any undecided voters 
am ong the 2 2 .7 -m illio n - 
strong registered electorate.

The B loc Q u eb eco is’ 
Gilles Duceppe makes a final 
plea to voters

Voters in 60,000 polling 
stations across six time zones 
will choose from candidates 
including the Greens, the left- 
wing New Democratic Party 
and French-speaking separa­
tist Bloc Quebecois - but the 
main battle will be between 
the L iberals and C onser­

vatives.
Mr Harper, 46, said in 

Winnipeg on Sunday: “W7e 
can win because it is time for 
a change, time to move forw­
ard, time to get beyond the 
scandals and investigations 
and corruption.

“Let the Liberals claim, for 
Canada, this is as good as it 
gets. I know for our Canada, 
the best is yet to come.”

M r M artin , 67, to ld

supporters in Vancouver: “We 
have the numbers. We can 
stop Stephen Harper. We can 
elect a government that ref­
lects the Canada we believe 
in.

“It is up to us. So 1 am ask­
ing you to dig deeper, go 
further, to fight harder.”

The Liberals have been 
focusing on economic succe­
sses, pointing to eight cons­

ecutive budget surpluses 
But the BBC’s Daniel Lak 

in Calgary says the corruptii 
scandals that have beset tl 
Liberals in recent years see 
to matter more to Canadiai 
than Conservative policies 

The confidence vote u 
triggered by a public inqur 
that found Liberal politician 
in Quebec had taken kick 
acks in return for govemrne 
contracts.

Chile’s Bachelet Buoys women's hopes
M ....ichele Bachelet s 

rise as the first Latin 
American woman 

to be elected president with­
out a powerful husband app­
ears to be galvanizing women 
in Chile and around the reg­
ion, prompting demands not 
only for more political power, 
but social equality, too.

Chilean women are hoping 
her victory will help solve all 
sorts o f problems, from a pau­
city o f day care to domestic 
violence. They are also call­
ing for equal pay with men 
and other signs o f  respect.

A political cartoon in a 
Santiago newspaper captured 
the feeling by showing a hou­
sewife leaving her husband at 
home: “When I get back, I 
w ant the house clean and 
dinner ready.”

There remains only a han­
dful o f women with political 
power in Latin America. Am­
ong them are Argentina’s first 
lady, Sen. Cristina Fernandez

US Havana messages outrage Castro
C“uban President Fidel 

C astro  has co n d e­
mned the US for broa­

dcasting illuminated messa­
ges on the building o f  its 
mission in Havana.

The US says the mess­
ages, including quotes from 
the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, are an attempt 
to break Cuba’s “information 
blockade”.

President Castro said it 
was a gross provocation and 
a US attempt to break off all 
relations with Cuba.

He called for a mass prot­
est on Tuesday outside the 
US interests section.

In a three-hour live televi­
sion address, President Cas­
tro launched a fierce attack on 
the US administration, descr­
ibing it as being run by a bun­
ch o f  bandits.

He said that Iris long-term 
ideological enemy was in no 
position to talk about human 
rights.

The large scrolling disp­
lay appeared last week outs­
ide the building housing the 
US interests section, carrying 
messages such as "everyone 
has the right to free thought”.

US

people.
A massive march of hund­

reds o f thousands o f people 
outside the building is expe­
cted on Tuesday.

T hat p ro test w ill also 
focus on the case of Luis Pos­
ada Carriles, the Cuban exile 
militant who is being held in 
the United States on immig­
ration charges.

Mr Posada Carriles, a for­

mer CIA operative, has been 
accused by Cuba and Vene­
zuela o f assassination plots 
against President Castro and 
the bom bing o f  a C uban 
airliner in 1976 in which 73 
people died.

The Cuban president des­
cribed him as the worst terro­
rist in the western hemisphere 
and accused  the U nited  
States o f  trying to protect 
him.

Turkish court drops charges 
against Pamuk
A T urkish  court on 

M onday dropped  
charges against Tur­

key’s best-known novelist for 
insulting “Turkishness” in an 
interview with a newspaper, 
ending a high-profile trial that 
outraged Western observers 
and cast doubt on Turkey’s 
commitment to free speech.

Orhan Pamuk went on trial 
Dec. 16 for saying “30,000 Ku­
rds and 1 million Armenians 
were killed in these lands” in 
an interview with a Swiss 
newspaper.

The comment eferred to
. diplomats say thev are ! two o f the most painful epis- 

* '! . ;i • • v ,  ■<’ - ;■... | A  pttemntma t> auneh a ■ odes in >ecenr furkisn fust­

ians during World War I, whi­
ch Turkey insists was not a 
planned genocide, and recent 
guerrilla fighting in Turkey’s 
o verw helm ing ly  K urdish  
southeast.

“The court dropped the 
case,” said Haluk Inanici, the 
author’s lawyer. “This case 
should not have been opened 
in the, first place.”

The controversy comes at 
a particularly sensitive time in 
the overwhelmingly Muslim 
country’s push to join the 
E uropean  U nion , w hich 
severely criticized the trial, 
questioning the commitment 
to freedom o f expression in a 
countrv that opened memb-

de K irchner, and Lourdes 
Flores, a form er congress­
woman running for president 
in Peru who predicts Bach- 
elet’s success will help her 
win.

“With what has started in 
C hile ... h isto ry  in Latin 
America will be different and 
we will be two women leading 
our countries,” Flores told the 
C hilean  new spaper La 
Segunda.

There have been at least 
a half dozen female presidents 
in Latin America, but Bachelet 
is the first to win her place 
without the help o f a husb­
and’s political career in a 
region where many countries 
were slow to give women the 
vote. B achelet, a socialist 
pediatrician, is a separated 
mother o f three.

Chilean women have high 
expectations for her presid­
ency, which begins March 11.

“This is a major change,” 
said Congresswoman Maria 
Antonieta Saa, a Bachelet 
supporter. “This represents 
pressure on M ichelle. She 
needs a very clear agenda to 
try to end all forms of discrim­
ination against women.”

Thousands gathered to 
celebrate outside Bachelet’s 
campaign headquarters when 
her victory was confirmed a 
few hours after voting ended 
in the Jan. 15 run-off election.

“Chile is no longer our 
fatherland —  it’s our moth­
e rlan d ,” ac tress M alucha 
Pinto proclaimed to a loud 
ovation.

Vendors did brisk busi­
ness selling replicas of Chile’s 
red-white-blue presidential 
sash to women who wore 
them with obvious pride.

“There were only Women 
wearing the sash,” Saa said 
in an interview with The Ass­
ociated Press. “They feel they 
are part o f w'omen conquering 
power.”

Their hopes clearly differ 
from what women havp expe­
cted from male presidents.

Maria Fuentealba, a 49- 
year-'old maid, said a woman 
president “will protect worn -

nurseries where women c; 
leave their children and I- 
able to get jobs.”

One o f the most freque 
demands is for Bacjielet 
end wage disparities, citi 
studies that say men in Clu 
often earn up to 40 perce 
more than women in si mi! 
jobs in one of South Amenc, 
strongest economies.

Bachelet, 54, who ran t . 
health and defense ministn 
under outgoing Preside 
Ricardo Lagos, is seen 
many women and men a li- . 
as having played a key role 
reconciliation among Ch 
eans after the divisive 19~
90 dictatorship of Gen. Au 
usto Pinochet.

N oting  that B a c h e .i  
herself was jailed and tortur I 
under Pinochet, Roman Car 
olic Cardinal Francisco Ja\ i ,-r 
Errazuriz praised her “ v r  
overcoming hatred.”

“She is a sign o f gr. 
confidence,” he added 

B achelet has ackno'A 
edged that her victory wa^ . 
momentous step for wom. n 
but she also warns any d. 
bters that she will be as touuh 
a leader as any man.

At her first after-victon. 
news conference she in fl­
ated that politicians neg> t 
iating for government j> ^ 
were wasting their time. S ir  

also pledged to make at leas 
half her Cabinet women.

“I will make the de^is 
ions,” she said, adding i 
“I was elected by citizens 

When a reporter ask.-c 
about her love life during He 
presidency, she replied ster 
nly: “You wouldn’t be ask n  
me that question if  I w. 
man.”

Still, Bachelet likely r 
find it difficult to shake 
particular expectations 
come with her gender 
region known for machis 

“People will be hardc 
her, precisely because si 
a w om an ,” said  Patr 
Navia, a political sciei - 
“She herself has recogn 
that she will have tc v 
double to demonstrate 
s'he is capable of ruii
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Odd World

Marijuana show aims for 
new high in Amsterdam

M arijuana growers 
gathered in E ur­
ope’s pot-smoking 

capital on Sunday for a trade 
show that is taking on the 
trappings o f  a major industry 
fair, complete with scantily 
clad models, glossy broch­
ures and, o f course, samples.

But instead of posing next 
to muscle cars, the models 
explained the intricacies of 
hydroponics culture such as 
the “iGrow-box Intensive Irri­
gation System” and exhibi­
tors showed off their bongs, 
grinders, rolling paper, refle­
ctive film, hemp-fabric apparel 
and how-to marijuana grow­
ing videos.

“This gives you an uplif­
ting high, up in the mind, not 
in your body,” marijuana cult­

ivator Aijan Roskam said of 
his la test C annabis Cup- 
winning strain, “Aijan’s Haze 
#1".

Roskam, who says he has 
hosted celebrities such as 50 
C ent and Em inem  in his 
A m sterdam  coffee shops, 
was selling his prize-winning 
plant seeds for 100 euros (69 
pounds) a longside  o ther 
strains such as the “Great 
White Shark” and “Hawaiian 
Snow”.

Andre Beckers, the orga­
n iser o f  the In ternational 
Highlife Hemp Fair, said he 
w as expec ting  15,000 to

20,000 visitors at the fair, 
for the first time in Amster i 
instead o f Utrecht, a sm. 
Dutch city to the south.a- 
o f  the capital.

“This is part o f the m 
alisation process,” Bee - cr 
said. “People see this as a > 
mal fair.”

While Dutch “coffee sh 
ops” are allowed to sell si a 
quantities o f marijuana, 
wing and distribution o f ■. u 
nabis remain illegal in h 
Netherlands. Police wer 
the fair but did not appe. 
be taking action against h 
growers.

Marriage builds
wealth more than

Woman arrested in
“kill for a job” case
B razilian police have 

a rrested  a w om an 
they believe ordered 

the killing o f a female former 
| co-worker and an attempt on 
the life o f  another to get a 

| permanent job next to a man 
she loved.

A duty police officer in 
[Cubatao, an industrial city 
next to Sao Paulo , said  
Carolina Farias Santos, 22, 
confessed that she had hired 
friends for about $ 1,300 to kill

Monica Tamer, a full-time 
employee at an oil processing 
company where Santos had 
worked temporarily.

Santos told police she 
wanted to work next to a man 
she had fallen in love with 
d uring  her s tin t at the 
company. She had been hired 
to temporarily replace another 
woman, Renata Boreli, who 
was filling in while Tamer was 
on maternity leave.

In November, Boreli was

wounded as two assailants 
fired shots at her car, and then 
started to receive telephone 
threats warning her not return 
to work. The following month, 
Tamer, a mother o f two, was 
killed.

Police traced phone calls 
to Boreli’s house, which led 
them to Santos and four frie­
nds. Two were arrested along 
with Santos on Wednesday 
and two remained at large.

being single?
S taying married has its 

b en efits , esp ec ia lly  
financial, as a new US- 

j wide study shows the wealth 
| o f a married person is almost 
i double that o f  som ebody 
who is single.

Divorce among US baby 
boomers reduced personal 

i wealth by about 77 percent 
! compared to that o f a single 
person, while the financial 

| standing among those who 
rem ained m arried  alm ost 
doub led , acco rd ing  to a 
nationw ide study released 
this week.

“I f  you really  w ant to 
| increase your w ealth , get 
I married and stay married. On 
| the other hand, divorce can 
devastate your wealth,” said 
Jay Zagorsky, author o f the 

! study and a research scientist 
| at Ohio Sate U niversity ’s 
| Center for Human Resource 
Research.Married people will 

i see an increase in wealth that 
| is more than just adding the 
| assets o f two single people,
| according to the study that 
was published in the Journal 

! o f Sociology.
T hose w ho rem ained  

together saw a 93 percent gain 
I in wealth compared to that of 
| a sing le  person , w hile 
individuals facing divorce 
saw their financial situation 
deteriorate long before the 
decree becam e fina l, 
according to Zagorsky.

The study used data from 
: surveys taken over a 15-year

period  invo lv ing  9,055 
A m ericans w ho w ere 
between 21 and 28 years old 
in 1985.

Those respondents who 
remained single had a steady, 
but slow growth in wealth, 
from less than $2,000 at the 
start o f the surveys up to an 
average of about $ 11,000 after
15 years.

H ow ever, those  who 
married and stayed that way 
showed a sharp increase in 
wealth accum ulation after 
m arriage , g row ing  to an 
average $43,000 by the 10th 
year o f marriage or by about
16 percent a year.

For people who married 
and then divorced, there was 
a slow build-up o f  wealth 
during the early  years o f  
marriage and then a steady 
decline about four years prior 
to divorce.

“M any o f  these people 
may have separated before 
the divorce became official, 
which would help explain why 
wealth starts falling so early,” 
Zagorsky said. “Divorce is 
o ften  a long and m essy 
process, and you can see this 
in the four-year decline in 
wealth.”The study also cast 
doubt on a com m on 
assumption that divorce is 
much harder financially on 
women than on men. In fact, 
it show ed that wom en 
su ffered  financ ia lly  only 
slightly more than men.

Participants o f  Improv Everywhere’s 5th A nnua l No Pants! Subway Ride are detained by the New York City Police on •< 
59th St. uptown 6 train platform, Sunday, Jan. 22, 2006 In New York. E ight participants were detained by the New  ), r. 
Police.

Eight Nabbed for no pants 
subway ride in New York

F rom the waist up, they 
looked like perfectly 
norm al com m uters. 

That wasn’t good enough for 
police.

E ight p ran k ste rs  who 
dropped  th e ir  pan ts  and 
showed their underwear on 
the subway on Sunday were 
taken into custody and issued 
sum m onses for disorderly 
conduct. All were ultimately 
released, said Improv Every­
where, the group that organ­
ized the stunt.

The group said more than 
160 riders participated in the 
fifth annual No Pants Subway 
Ride before police halted their 
No. 6 train about 5 p.m.

Charlie Todd, who foun­
ded Improv Everywhere in

2001, said it’s not his group’s 
intent to offend. He said he 
wants to create scenes o f ch­
aos and joy in public places 
around New York.

“It was our intent to make

B aring  all in ch illy  
weather, animal rights 
activists staged a na­

ked protest Saturday in nor­
theastern Barcelona to deno­
unce the torture and slaying 
o f animals to make fur coats.

Representing the number 
o f minks it takes on average 
to make a fur coat, the 70 men 
and women lay down, curled 
up on the pavement outside

people laugh,” he said. “We 
try to give people a great 
story to tell.”

Todd, a teacher and perf­
ormer, said the police overr­
eacted when they turned a

Barcelona city hall.
The protest, staged by 

AnimaNaturalis and PETA 
international animal rights 
g roups, w as w atched  by 
several dozen passers-by.

In a statem ent, Anim a 
Naturalis said millions o f ani­
mals were captured, tortured 
and killed each year to make 
fur coats. In Spain alone, 26 
million animals —  among

harmless event into somet 
hing that inconvenienced t 
o f  subway riders. A judge will 
de te rm ine  w hether th s 
issued summonses will he 
punished.

them rabbits, foxes, minks 
lambs —  were killed in 2 'H) ' 
to make coats, the group sa id 

“If people could see 
animals in fur farms, the 
would never use a fur co > 
A nim aN aturalis preside-! 
Leonora Esquivel, said in 
sta tem en t. “The look >n 
those animals’ faces stay* 
your mind, a look that s;. ■> 
‘why?’”

Animal rights activists stage nude protest
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‘Africa must be free of conflicts, hunger, disease and want'
I would like to extend our 

sincere appreciation, to 
President El-Bashir, the 

Government and people of the 
Sudan for the warm reception 
and generous hosp ita lity  
they have extended to us 
since our arrival here in the 
beautiful city o f Khartoum. 
May I congratulate the gove­
rnm ent and people o f  the 
Sudan on the fiftieth annive­
rsary of their independence. 
May I also seize this oppor­
tunity to w elcom e all the 
Heads o f State and Govern­
ment as well as other heads 
o f  delegations to the sixth 
ordinary session o f the asse­
mbly o f the African Union.

Let me welcome President 
Viera of Guinea Bissau, Presi­
dent Nkurunziza of Burundi, 
and President K ikwete o f 

j Tanzania to our midst. And let 
me give the apology of Presi­
dent Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf of 
L iberia, the first e lected  
woman president in Africa, 
who is absent today because 
she is addressing her parlia­
ment and who will join us 
tomorrow. We will be able to 
give her appropriate welcome 
when she arrives.

Given that the theme of 
the O rdinary  Session is 

I “Education and Culture,” we 
must take some time to reflect 

I on the relationship between 
culture and education especi­
ally their centrality to our surv- 

| ival, prosperity and develop­
ment as a continent. We must 
interrogate history to see how 
much we have lost from our 
communal values, the impact 
o f foreign values and cultures, 
the implications not just for 
family and community but 
also for peace, security and 
development. Culture is the 
essential cem ent o f  every 
social group, it is the primary 
m eans o f  in ter-com m uni­
cation as well as interaction 
with the outside world. It is 
therefore the soul, the anchor, 
the ability and the capacity 
for identify, stability  and 
change.

Culture, in its widest and 
most complete sense, is the

Being a text o f  a speech by President Olusegun Obasanjo 
at the sixth ordinary session o f  the assembly o f  the African 
Union, Khartoum, the Sudan, January 23,2006

means through which people 
give shape and meaning to 
their lives, convey the social, 
political, economic and tec­
hnical fields of human end­
eavour. A people that fail to 
value their culture cannot 
value history, identify and 
protect those specific issues 
that give them identity and 
strength  and they cannot 
make progress. From this 
perspective, therefore, the 
inter-linkage between culture 
and education  canno t be 
over-em phasised. H aving 
said that, I would leave the 
rest to my brothers and colle­
agues o f Algeria, President 
Bouteflika who is ably repre­
sented and President Mbeki 
o f Kenya who is also ably 
represented and they will be 
speaking to us on education 
and culture, in view of the fact 
that their two countries hosted 
the Ministerial Conferences 
on education  and culture 
respectively. On this note, I 
welcome our invited guests, 
Professor Ali Mazrui and 
Director-General ofUNESCO, 
whose presence here with us 
is an a ffirm ation  o f  our 
collective resolve to work with 
renewed vigour and determi­
nation to refocus attention on 
the important issues of educ­
ation and culture.

Your Excellencies, disting­
uished Ladies and Gentlemen, 
permit me to express my sinc­
ere appreciation for our coll- • 
ective efforts in repositioning 
Africa for peace, security, sta­
bility, development and dem­
ocracy. We have dem onst-' 
rated our preference for dem­
ocracy and peace in all their 
ramifications and thereby we 
have started to turn around 
the view o f an Africa charact­
erized by endless violence.

Over the past year, part­
icularly since our last gathe­
ring in Sirte, Libya, in July 
2005, we have demonstrated 
the unprecedented capacity 
to cham pion the cause o f

peace, unity and developm­
ent in Africa. Our readiness 
to change the fortunes o f our 
continent for the better has 
re in fo rced  the hope and 
expectations of our peoples. 
With the parameters that we 
set to pursue the African Ren­
aissance and the maimer in 
which the implementation of 
the African Reform Agenda 
has been undertaken, it is 
obvious that we are on the 
right path and that we do 
mean business.

Distinguished colleagues, 
no doubt, the m ilestone 
reforms in governance and 
socio-economic development 
we recently introduced on the 
co n tin en t have begun to 
yield dividends. O ur new 
ways have rekindled genuine 
confidence not only from 
within us but also from the 
perspective o f the internat­
ional community. More than 
any time before, the mood in 
Africa is generally positive 
and enthusiastic. Our develo­
pment partners, to whom we 
are sincerely grateful, are 
today encouraged to sustain 
their role in complementing 
our efforts to transform our 
con tinen t. The challenge 
before us therefore is to sust­
ain the momentum, cany our 
people along, encourage best 
practices and consolidate the 
gains o f reform.

Your Excellencies, at the 
last summit, we recommitted 
ourselves to continue to seek 
amicable political settlement 
in situations where conflicts 
persisted. Similarly, you will 
recall that we also mandated 
some follow-up actions on a 
number o f initiatives where 
the final position o f our Uni­
on remained pending. This, of 
course, is in the realization 
that it is only when peace and 
security reign that the divid­
ends of our reform efforts will 
translate into socio-economic 
development and happiness 
o f  our long suffering peoples.

“Over the past year, particularly since our last 
gathering in Sirte, Libya, in July 2005, we have 
demonstrated the unprecedented capacity to 
champion the cause o f  peace , unity and 
development in Africa. Our readiness to change 
the fortunes o f our continent for the better has 
reinforced the hope and expectations o f  our

t
peoples. With the parameters that we set to 
pursue the African Renaissance and the manner 
in which the implementation o f  the African 
Reform Agenda has been undertaken, it is 
obvious that we are on the right path and that 
we do mean business. 99

This sum m it gives us the 
opportunity to review critic­
ally these situations and to 
take stock of the achievements 
that have been made as well 
as the challenges that still lie 
ahead o f us.

While there are enormous 
challenges ahead, I am plea­
ded to state that we have rec­
orded some modest achiev­
ements, in the areas of peace 
and Cote d’Ivoire mark pos­
itive developments in our coll­
ective and renewed determi­
nation to build a continent 
free o f conflicts and instabi­
lity. While unfolding situation 
in Democratic Republic of 
Congo and again in Cote 
d ’Ivoire give us room for 
cautions optimism.

Similarly, the Union has 
made some strides in its atte­
mpts to resolve some socio­
economic and political preo­
ccupations. In this regard, 
Africa has made its modest 
contributions to the Review 
o f the Millennium Develo­
pment Goals (MDGs) resul­
ting in the outcoqje document 
adopted at the Uniffed Nations 
Summit, We also refocused 
attention on the promotion of 
gender equality and parity in 
the African continent thro­
ugh the implementation of the 
Solemn Declaration on Gen­
der Equality in Africa, the res­
uscitation of the Pan-African 
Women’s Organisation and 
the estab lishm en t o f  the 
A frican  W omen L eaders 
Think-Tank.

With regard o f the deadly 
HIV/AIDS pandem ic and 
related diseases, we have 
launched a continent wide 
awareness campaign, AIDS 
Watch Africa (AWA), and 
held series o f conferences on 
the way forward on these 
issues. This year (2006) will 
mark the fifth year of the HIV/ 
AIDS Summit in Abuja, and 
the sixth year o f the Roll Back 
M alaria  Sum m it. It w ill 
therefore be an auspicious 
time to assess and review pro­
gress in the efforts to imple­
ment the various plans and 
programmes o f action. There 
is no doubt how ever that 
som e p rogress has been 
made, as these issues have 
now been brought to the fore 
in our various national end­
eavours and modest succe­
sses have been recorded in 
the battle against these dise­
ases.

In this regard, I am pleased 
to announce that a meeting 
on Neglected Tropical Dis­
eases (NTDs) is being hosted 
in Stockholm, Sweden by the 
Nobel Forum and the Karoli- 
nska Institute to find ways to 
better coordinate and integ­
rate responses and financing 
for such diseases, Organised 
under’ the auspices of the UN 
Millennium Project, it will 
bring together representa­
tives from Africa, the scientific 
and donor communities, and 
establish a unique public- 
private partnership model to 
maximize results.

President Olusegun Obasanjo

In our effort to find innov­
ative ways to put agriculture 
at the core o f  our develop­
m ent agenda, we held a 
roundtable on fish production 
in Africa in 2005, the objective 
o f  w hich w as to tap the 
potentials of aqua-culture as 
part of the food security and 
poverty alleviation agenda. It 
is my hope therefore that we 
will an work together towards 
propagating, and putting into 
effect some o f the knowledge 
o f aqua-culture leamt from the 
different workshops held on 
this important source o f food 
and employment creation.

An international confer­
ence on Water Security is sch­
eduled for Abuja in February 
2006 as well as an Interna­
tional conference on fertilizer 
later in the year. The way for­
ward is to remain focused, 
exchange inform ation and 
data on best practices, encou­
rage mechanized agriculture 
without ignoring the peas­
ants and small holders, and 
use the necessary inputs to 
expand productiv ity . We 
m ust never forget to link 
agriculture with processing 
and manufacturing.

A m ajor conference to 
bring together all Finance 
Ministers in Africa, Internat­
ional Finance Institutions and 
other critical stakeholders in 
a follow-up to the commit­
ments made at the G8 and the 
UN General Assembly in 2005 
on financing for the implem­
entation o f  the Millennium 
Development Goals in the 
continent is being planned for 
Abuja in March 2006, The 
conference will be eo-hosted 
by Nigeria .and the ADB,

The meeting of the Minis­
terial Follow-up Mechanism 
on the UN Security Council 
Reform, held in Bamako on 2

December 2005, decided to 
submit the Draft Resolution 
on the African Common Posi­
tion to the United Nations 
General Assem bly as was 
decided by the AU Extra- 
O rd in a ry  Sum m it o f  31 
October 2005. Consequently 
the draft, which embodied the 
Sirte Declaration, was resub­
mitted. The Summit should 
call upon the Mechanism to 
ensure that action is taken on 
the draft by the General Asse­
mbly when it resumes. To this 
effect, an appropriate draft 
decision will be submitted to 
the Summit.

I would like to seize this 
opportunity to commend the 
United N ations Secretary 
General, our brother Kofi 
Anan, fur his doggedness 
and determination at ensuring 
that multilateralism remains 
anchored on solidarity, sha­
red responsibility and joint 
management o f  global affairs 
We hereby reaffirm our confi­
dence in his leadership and 
total support for his commit­
ment to global peace through 
rule-based international order

Your Excellencies, in the 
area o f multilateral coopera­
tion, we have striven to stre­
ngthen Africa’s relations with 
other regions o f the world, 
and in particular with our 
developm ent partners, by 
continuously engaging our 
friends and allies. In this 
respect, may I-mention the G8 
countries and the European 
Union for their understa­
nding and support in” sho­
wing concrete concern for 
A frica 's external indebte* 
dness, leading to the agreem­
ent to write-off the dgbt of 
heavily indebted potfr coun­
tries, (HIPCs) which include 
fourteen Member States of 
the African Union.

To be continued tomorrow
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The word Irust 
has become a verb
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B u s i n e s s  T r u s t
NDIC set to liquidate City Express Bank, othersING to advise 

Access Bank 
on retail 

I banking
A ccess Bank Pic has 

en te red  in to  a 
tech n ica l m an ag ­

ement Programme with the 
ING Banking unit called IGA 

[(In s titu tio n a l and
G o v ern m en t A d v iso ry  - 
IGA), which specializes in 
a d v is in g  fin an c ia l
institu tions in developing 
markets.

- 3 a  release 
from the bank, the program 
is for an in itia l two year- 
period and will assist Access j 
Bank in the implementation 
o f its retail banking strategy.; 

i Access Bank is one o f 
Ijthe f irs t th ree  b anks to; 

consolidate in line with the 
reform  program m e o f  the 
Central Bank o f Nigeria. The 
Dutch FMO (N etherlands 
D ev e lo p m en t F inance  
Company), which is also a 
shareholder in Access Bank, 
will provide partial funding 
an d  o th e r  su p p o rt 
throughout the duration o f  
the programme.

The bank disclosed that 
u n d e r th e  T ech n ica l 
m anagem ent p rogram m e, 
two experts will be stationed 
in N igeria to facilitate the 
ro llo u t o f  the  n e c e ssa ry  
s tru c tu res  to  ach ieve  the 
bank’s growth objectives o f 
becoming one o f  N igeria’s 
top five banks by 2010.

As the release posited, 
the experts from ING will 
advise Access Bank on the 
organisation o f marketing as 
w ell as o p e ra tio n a l 

! implementation o f  its retail 
banking strategy.

It would be recalled that 
Acess Bank’s CEO ,Agboje 

1 A ig -Im o u k h u d e  recen tly  
disclosed that the bank will 
be fucussing on the retail 
end  o f  the m arke t p o s t­
consolidation

A  Federal H igh Court in 
L agos, at the 
weekend ordered the 

Nigerian Deposit Insurance 
C o rp o ra tio n  (N D IC ) to 
liquidate the assets o f City 
Express Bank, one o f  the 
banks which could not meet 
the N25 billion m inim um  
recapitalisation requirement.

Sources c lo se  to  the  
NDIC told Business Trust in 
Lagos that it expects to get 
the nod to liquidate the other 
13 banks th is w eek. The 
c o u r t’s nod cam e on the 
heels o f  the hearing o f  a 
w ind-up petition filed last 
Tuesday by U bong-A basi 
Inyang, counsel to the NDIC.

A ccord ing  to  the 
p rijs id ihg  ju d g e , J u s tic e ' 
Tijjani Abubakar, the NDIC is 
given an interim  injuction 
restraining the respondent 
(C ity  E xpress B ank) 
shareholders, directors, staff, 
m anagem ent, em ployees, 
officers, agents, privies or 
any other person or group of 
persons whatsoever under its 
authority and/or acting on 
their behalf from interfering 
with the assets and properties 
o f  the  re sp o n d en t (C ity  
Express Bank), pending the 
appointment o f  a provisional 
liquidator, or until otherwise 
ordered by the Court.

H e a lso  g ran ted  the 
N igeria Police an interim  
order to assist the officers o f  
the  p e titio n e r  (N D IC ) to 
remain in, or take control o f  
the p rem ises  o f  the 
responden t (C ity  Express 
B ank), and  co n tin u e  to

From  M oham m ed S h o sanyaj
Correspondent, Lagos

safeguard the respondent’s 
a sse ts , p ro p erty  and 
p rem ises un til o therw ise  
directed by the Court or a 
p ro v is io n a l liq u id a to r  is 
appointed. The trial judge 
further gave the petitioner 
(NDIC) leave to advertise the 
petition once in the federal 
government official gazette, 
and tw o n a tio n a l da ily  
new sp ap ers  c ircu la tin g

w ith in  L agos w here the 
registered business o f  the 
respondent situates.

The winding up petition 
o f the NDIC, according to the 
Judge will however be heard 
on February 22,2006.

O ur co rresp o n d en t 
recalls that the governor of 
C entral Bank o f N igeria , 
Professor Charles Soludo had 
on January 16,2006 in Abuja 
shortly after the revocation 
of the licenses o f the failed

banks, directed the Nigerian 
Deposit Insurance Corpora­
tion to obtain a court order 
to liquidate them  (the 14 
banks).

He said “In the exercise 
o f  the pow ers co n fe rred  
upon us by banks and other 
financial Institute Act, the 
licenses o f  the banks are 
hereby revoked. The NDIC 
has also been directed  to 
com m ence the process o f  
liq u id a tin g  the a ffec ted

banks.7'
Among the bank- 

assets would be liqi 
this week by the cou 
are; African Expr^s- 
A ll S ta tes T rust 
Assurance Bank, Eai: 
Fortune In ternal >n. 
Gulf Bank and Halim. 
Pic. Others are Lea 
Liberty Bank, Metr 
Bank, Societe Gener 
T rade Bank and 
Bank.

L-R: Muhammadu Danmadamu, chairman. First Inland Bank Pic, Okey Nwosu, MD/CEO and lsah Ladan, the executi>r di 
during the formal unveiling o f  the bank’s new brand image in Lagos...recently.

CBN may blacklist more bank chiefs
Indications are that the 

Central Bank o f Nigeria 
(CBN’s) new corporate 

governance guideline and 
accounts verification o f  the 
25 su rv iv in g  banks w ill 
u ltim ately  push out m ore 
bank d irec to rs  from  the 
industry.

It would be recalled that 
o f the 762 directors confirmed 
by the N ig eria  D eposit 
In su rance  C o rp o ra tio n  
(NDIC) at the end o f 2004 
only about 50 percent still 
remain in the industry as a 
result o f the banking sector 
reform.

N ev erth e less , ex p ec t­
ation is that more directors 
w ill be show n the door, 
especially in the family owned 
banks tha t su rv iv ed  the 

’recapitalization process.
T his is 6ecause  o f ''a  

clause in the guidelines that 
bars two or more members of 
an ex tended  fam ily from  
serving on the same board 
and that limit government 
ownership to five percent in 
banks.

Sources c lose  to the 
industry said weekend that 
banks that will be affected by 
the new CBN gu idelines

From  B rig h t Ew ulu
Deputy Business Editor

M onum en t B ank am ong 
others.

A Lagos shareholder, Mr 
Nona Awo said that the issue 
should  not ju s t  be about 
family members serving on 
bank boards, adding that 
stooges could be set up in

their places which could be 
more detrimental.

A ccording to him , the 
CBN should focus more on 
the issue o f  openness and 
accountability, saying that 
u n less sh a reh o ld e rs  are 
made privy to the goings on 
in a company and its board 
the whole essence o f good

corpora te  governance is 
defeated.

CBN G o v ern o r Prof. 
Charles Soludo had last year 
indicated that the apex bank 
was set to change the rule o f 
b an k in g  say ing  w hereby  
those whose only banking 
knowledge is to cook books 
w ill not su rv iv e  in the

industiy.
This is why 

spreading through 
h a lls  over tin 
verification exerc ^  
audit which will a; 
show that some o f i 
that made it to this 
have dirt in their

Jimoh Ibrahim confirms interest in NITEL
Executive chairman of 

G lobal Fleet oil and 
gas, also owner of VGC 

C om m unications Lim ited, 
C h ie f Jim oh Ibrahim  has 
confirmed that his firm will 
bid fo r the N igerian  
Telecommunications (NITEL) 
if  the National Council on 
Privatisation (NCP) decides 
io  yo id  the bid o ffe r by 
Orascom group o f Egypt.

Barrister Jimoh, whose 
C o n so rtiu m , A ssu rance  
Acquisition Nigeria Limited 
also won 70 percent stake in 
National Insurance Corpo­
ration (NICON) October last 
year informed Business Trust 
in an exclusive interview over 
the w eekend that he was 
already finalizing discussions

From  A bdulw ahab Isa
Business Correspondent, Lagos

British Telecom and they had 
given the ir acceptance to 
partner with his firm to bid for 
NITEL. “Ericsson has given 
acceptance o f letter o f  merit. 
Ericsson is the biggest in the 
world and they are giving us 
support. They have accepted 

)f>g£> a)PJJii with us and I am 
expecting another letter from 
British Telecoms (B/T). Until 
our letters are full before I 
begin to make noise. When 
you go there, if  I have a letter 
from BT and Ericsson, I want 
to find out who BPE wants to 
sell NITEL to”, Barrister Jimoh 
said.

He said his resolve to bid 
for the giant telecom firm is'

w m  g lad ly  o t te r  his

congratulations to whoever 
emerges the preffered bidder 
noting “if they are ready to 
sell to Ericson to who has the 
highest and biggest telecom 
com pany and BT whom  
everybody knows for their 
efficiency.

Well, we will just sit at the 
b ackground  to ho ld  the 
board. But that is by the way.

win, we will be a good loser, 
and we w ill not m ake 
comments but if  we win, we 
expect congratulations”, he 
said.

O rascom  o f Egypt had 
emerged the highest bidder 
for NITEL with an offer o f 
$256 million (about N33.3 
billion) at a financial bids

N ationa l C ouncil on

Privatization (NC 
The bid offe 

said to be below 
price and the trar 
declared inconc 
NCP chairm an 
Kekere Ekun.

Irene Chigbue, fi
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Ownership tussle persists as 
Kaduna Fair nears

Ti
The ownership tussle 

over the Kaduna 
International Trade Fair 

I Complex between the federal 
m inistry o f  commerce, the 
Kaduna State government and 
the (KADCCIMA) is far from 

| over. Briefing newsmen in 
| Kaduna, KADCCIMA president 
; Hajiya Sarat I. Aliyu said the 
| federalministiyofcommercelast 
i week set up a committee to iron 
I out the problem which has been 

simmering since die complex was 
constructed by the late General 

| Sani Abacha in 1987.
W hile the federal 

government has hung on to its 
j ownership through the ministry 
| o f commerce, the Kaduna State 
j government as well as the 

KADCCIMA have tried to 
! wrestle ownership from Abuja.

Hajiya Saratu however 
expressed the hope that with the 

j committee set up by the 
| permanent secretary ministry of 
j commerce and KADCCIMA as 
i  well as Kaduna state government 
I officials the problem will be 
; resolve ! after this year’s trade 
j fair si; ’d for between February 
| 17and 5.

Also brie inp newsmen at the 
I occasion the cl 'irman of the 

main organizing c ; 'rnitteeofthe 
| 27th Kaduna Intern, Trade 
| Fair, Alhaji WadaYunusa did the 
| theme o f this years’ £  r  is.” 
i consolidating the impact o f the 
reforms in commerce, Industry

From  Sani B abadoko
Regional Editor, Kaduna I

and Agriculture”.
He said exhibitors are 

expected from Egypt, Ukraine, 
N iger Republic, Peoples 
Republic of China and Germany 
adding that President Obasanjo 
is expected to declare it open.

Alhaji Wada said this year’s 
fair is unique considering the fact

that the opening ceremony will 
be witnessed by all the European 
Union (EU) Ambassadors in 
Nigeria. The KADCCIMA, 
director-general, Alhaji Usman 
Saulawa called on state 
governments to use the 
opportunity of the fair to express 
their commitment to the reforms 
and the economic development 
of their states.

he D irec to ra te  o f  
T e c h n i c a l  
Cooperation in Africa 

(D TCA ) and the A frican  
D evelopm en t Bank are 
cu rren tly  rev iew in g  the 
activ ities o f  the N igerian 
Technical Cooperation Fund 
(N TCF) to harm onise its 
operational manual.

The NTCF consisting of 
25million US Dollars was 
c rea ted  by the federa l 
govern m en t as fund ing  
window from the Nigerian 
Trust Fund (NTF) with the 
African Development Bank

N. Delta group demands $1.5bn from Shell
MSHitants holding four 

foreign oil workers 
hostage have said they 

will shortly resume their attacks 
in the Niger Delta. The militant 
group, M ovement for the 
Emancipation of the Niger Delta 
(MEND) that has waged a month 
long campaign o f  sabotage 
against the oil industiy has again 
called for Royal Dutch Shell to 
pay $1.5 billion in pollution 
compensation to affected 
villages in theNiger Delta or make 
a firm commitment of its desire to 
pay immediately.

In an email the group said: 
“When this is done, we will still 
not halt our attacks, but 
concentrate less on Shell and 
spread our attacks evenly 
between the companies 
operating in Nigeria.”

Meanwhile, the NUPENG 
and PENGASSAN oil workers’ 

jjj is issued a joint statement

IFrom M oham m ed Shosanya,;
Lagos

warning they would withdraw 
their workers if the government 
failed to control violence.

The statem ent said: “It 
needs be mentioned that if the 
restiveness and consequent 
harassment and violence on 
workers in the oil and gas 
industry persist, we shall not 
hesitate to withdraw our 
members in the various oil and 
gas companies operating in the 
region.” The unions said that 22 
people have been killed since 
January 11,2006 when militants 
kidnapped four foreign oilmen at 
a Shell oilfield and sabotaged 
pipelines, “...we will still not halt 
our attacks, but concentrate less 
on Shell”.

“Our attention has been 
drawn to the violence being 
unleashed by a militia group in 
the Niger Delta on our members,

leading to the loss of 22 lives, 
the taking o f  oil workers as 
hostages and the shutting down 
of a flow station in Benisede in 
Bayelsa State,” they said.

D escribing the recent 
rampage as “one too many”, the 
unions called on government, at 
all levels to urgently address the 
problems with a view to amicably 
resolving them “This call has 
become necessary because the 
workers are always the first target 
o f youths’ aggression in the 
region,” they said.

The unions urged the 
government to employ peaceful 
means to secure the release of 
the abducted oil workers to 
ensure their safety. Nigeria 
records an output of 2.6 million 
barrels of oil daily The email 
statement for MEND was signed 
by the previously unknown 
“Jomo Gbomo’ ’ and gave details 
of the captives’ conditions.

:§ « W a y  Fart, Excluding 1m m  H Suvchafges, Until: 25 War. 06}

FG reviews technical 
fund performance

By A b u b a k a r H a ru n a ,
Reporter

(A D B ) group  in 2004 to 
p rom ote  tech n ica l
cooperation and integration 
in the African continent. The 
goal was to facilitate effective 
participation o f the African 
continent within the rapidly 
globalising world economy.

Speaking during the two- 
day review meeting in Abuja 
yesterday, the acting director 
o f the Technical Cooperation 
in Africa, Engr. Sule Yakubu 
said that the m eeting was 
aim ed at harm onizing and 
ensuring the sustainability of 
the n eg o tia tio n s  so far 
undertaken under the fund 
between Nigeria and ADB.

He s ta ted  “ S ince the 
creation of the NTCF, a lot of 
negotiations have gone into 
en su rin g  its o p e ra tio n ­
alisation. Series o f  meeting 
held between the technical 
team from Nigeria and ADB”

A ccording to him , the 
negotiations include among 
o th ers , s in g ing  o f  the 
T echn ical C o o p era tio n  
A greem ent (TC A ) on 5 ,h 
April, 2004, between Nigeria 
and the ADB to create the 
N TC F to be jo in tly  
administered by DTCA and 
the ADB, and negotiations 
on the operationalization of

the NTCF held in Turns 
12th-16 June, 2004.

Earlier, the mimsu 
Cooperation and Int 
in Africa, Senator Law an < 
Guba who was re p - . ',  
by his permanent Sec re 
Dr. Ada Okuwasa d . ^ r 
the NTCF fund as th ' 
its kind to be in s t i tu te - 
African country at ADB 
the ob jec tive  to pror 
reg ional cooperati >n 
integration in Africa 

‘She stated; ‘Fr m 
responses we have rece 
thus far within the el; 
short period o f exist env 
the fund, I wish to plac 
record that the concept 
o f  the NTFC have been 
received”
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The size and makeup of 
your fam ily and the 
types o f  activities in 

w hich you p a rtic ip a te  
in fluence  w hat type  o f  
vehicle is best for you. Can 
you get by w ith a sm all, 
economical sedan, or do you 
need the extra passenger and 
cargo space o f a minivan or 
sport-utility vehicle? Do you 
need something practical, but 
rea lly  w ant som eth ing  
sporty? Then perhaps a sport 
sedan or a modem wagon is 
the best com prom ise . 
W hatever your needs, you 
have a g rea te r range o f  
choices now than fcver.

What kind o f car should 
you buy? Safety, reliability, 
econom y, and personal 
concerns such as ease o f  
access , ch ild -sea t
compatibility, and size of the 
cargo  area should  be 
considered when purchasing 
a family car.

“Finding the right family 
vehicle doesn't have to be a 
difficult, or long, process— if 
you invest som e tim e to 
research your options before 
you go out shopping so that 
you know what to look for,” 
said David Champion, the 
d irec to r o f  C onsum er 
Reports’ Auto Test Facility in 
East H addam , C onn. | 

! Cham pion has three kids, 
j “Parents need to think about 

how th e y ’ll be using  the 
vehicle, what type o f cargo 
they intend to carry, and how 
th e ir  needs may change 
during the years they own 
the vehicle.”

In g en era l, paren ts 
should focus their search on 
a vehicle with a roomy and 

i versatile interior, plenty of 
i cargo space, ease o f access, 
and windows that make it 
easy for kids to look outside. 
“If they can see what’s going j 
on, kids are much happier,” : 
Champion said. “ If the back 
seat is low, they can’t look 
out the window. And that can j 
tr ig g e r boredom  and 
bickering among siblings.”

F our-door sedans and 
sporty wagons are fine for 
fam ilies w ith one or two 
children. Bigger families (and 
those that use the family car 

: for long road trips or need 
room for carrying friends) 
should consider a vehicle 
with a larger cargo area and/ 
or more seating capacity.

C ulled fro m  C us to m e­
re are. com

Peugeot 207

Peugeot 207 debuts, to succeed 206
The Peugeot 207, has 

been desig n ed  to 
succeed  but not 

replace the 206 with three 
s trong  po in ts  o f  v isual 
ap p ea l, p e rso n a lity  and 
technical ability.

Indifferent, the 207, offers 
c lea r  and appea ling
advantages that turn the need 
for m obility  into genuine 
driving pleasure Peugeot the 
car manufacture said.

An original design with 
two different front styling 
looks, but both with large 
h ead lam p s, one w ith  a 
“classic” styling look, the 
o th e r m ore “ sp o rty ” ,
fea tu rin g  a d is tin c tiv e  
“ tr ia n g u la r” p ro file  tha t 
reveals a large glazed surface 
a rea , c h a ra c te rise d  by 
sculpted wheel arches and a 
p o w erfu lly  curved  rear 
design.

According to Peugeot a 
iength of 4.03 m, a wheelbase 
of 2.54 m, a width o f 1.72 m 
and a height limited to 1.47 m 
create a balance, a sense o f

By H am isu M u h am m ad ,
Business Reporter 

dynam ism  and  secu rity , 
reinforced by wide tracks and 
large wheels.

It also added that precise 
control and durability are the 
hallm ark s o f  the 2 0 7 ’s 
su sp en sio n , w hich is 
‘assisted’ by power steering 
tha t fee ls  e ff ic ie n t and 
comfortable both in town and 
on the open road

The car statem ent said

petrol versions come with 
three engines, 1.4 litre 54 kW 
(. 75 bhp), - 1.4 litre 65 kW (. 
90 bhp) and 1.6 litre 80 kW (. 
1 10 b h p ), soon to  be 
supplemented by new high- 
tech engines, a result o f the 
cooperation between PSA 
P eugeot C itroen  and the 
BMW Group.

While the Diesel range 
features three HDi engines 
and a diesel particulate filter 
system (DPFS), 1.4 litre 50 kW

(. 70 bhp), 1.6 litre 66 kW (. 90 
bhp) and 80 kW (.110  b’ip). 
T hey  share  a lik in j foi 
econom y and d r i 'in g  
pleasure, as w ill as respect 
for the environm ent, with 
C()2 emission values ranging 
from 120 g/l m  to 126 g/krn.

In the 207, interior space 
is equipped with its length of 
1.675 m. N um erous large 
storage areas (12.2 litre glove 
box with air conditioning) and 
a regular ly shaped boot with

a c . acity ol 270 dm 3 '  i >a 
ho i sing  the spare 'u  el 
under the floor, bears » itne» 
to a meticulously d e ig n ed  
layout.

W ith new a c c t" >  c ' 
that flatter the sense v 'uch 
as automatic dual-. an 
co n d itio n in g , frag ran ce  
diffuser, static directional 
lighting, and not forgetting 
the JBL hi-fi syster r  - its 
re fin ed  acoustic
environment.

Toyota Introduces Camry 2007
T lo y o ta  M otor

Corporations aims to 
b reak  new  ground  

and tug on some heartstrings 
with a bilingual ad that will 
run during this year’s Supei 
Bowl.

The hybrid version o f the 
Camry comes out in May. 
The C am ry has been

America’s best-selling car for 
eight o f the last nine years.

Toyota says abou t 4 
p e icen t o f  its P iiu s  and 
H ig h lan d er h y b rid s  are 
c u rren tly  bough t by 
Hispanics.

But the com pany says 
that data can be imprecise 
because  i t ’s based  on

buyers’ surnames. Around 4.2 
percent o f  all vehicles were 
bought by Hispanics in 2005, 
according to J.D. Power and 
Associates.

lo y o ta  says the Super 
Bowl is popular with Hispanic 
viewers.

Twenty-five pcicent o f all 
Hispanics over the age o f 18

watch the game, an. 
those are under 3 ' 
dem ograph ic  f> 
automaker.

The ads will reaj : 
spring on Loth 1 nt. 
Spanish-language > 
Farley said th? comi 
is working on spot 
geared to blacks ar,

If of 
key 
the

Auto briefs
BMW to build up tjo 10% fewer
T " \  MW. said it expects'Jo build up to 10 percent fewpr' 
I —«  Minis this year due to.the j&o.oling a id expansroft v f  
’ J i t s  plant in Oxford. Britain.

Aftei sellingjust over200,000Minis in 2005, BMWestimatesa 
production ait o f  between 15,000 and 20,000 units in 2006. The 
company had already said early in November that it would build 
fewer Minis but had not given a figure at the time

European car sales fall by 0.7 %
>rwan car sales dropped by tD-^jercem to-15.2 mi 
2005 with mosi EarofJeStf amOfnakvn qxwting 

''** * hufactur^rsAssa 
?eam kers Reii 
otHi Fiat re p

'aro: 
in

_  sales, the European Avt1
 vestenlay. Italy's
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Analysis

Clogs in insurance sector recapitalization
A s the race towards re­

capitalisation o f  the

surance sector takes 
o ff in earnest, Abdulwahab  

: Isa  o f  our business desk  
(L agos bureau) in th is  
analysis takes a look at the 

: trend in the sector and ar­
gues that the huge successes

to stand the test o f time. And 
where barriers capable o f  in­
hibiting its steady growth are 
noticed, such are eliminated 
from its path.

With the successes the 
reforms and re-capitalisation 
o f banks have recorded, the 
federal government through 
the ministry of finance is on

m erg ers  and a c q u is itio n  
talks. And when last week 
CBN  m ade p u b lic  p ro ­
nouncement on the fate o f 
non-recapitalised banks, it or­
dered revocation o f  operat­
ing licenses o f the 14 affected 
banks. The m inister o f  fi­
nance Dr. N gozi Okonjo- 
Iweala blew whistle for re-

ernm en t d ec is io n  as u n ­
timely}

Yet some welcome it as 
most imperative if  the sector 
must be well-positioned. Simi­
lar to the skepticism s and 
criticism that greeted the pro­
posed new capital base for 
banks by the CBN, which ul­
timately fizzled out and paved

surance firms are adopting 
the modalities o f  banks to 
raise funds to capitalize: pri­
vate placements and going to 
the capital market to raise 
funs through public offers.

The managing director of 
Sovereign Trust Insurance 
Pic, Mr. Seun Ajayi confirmed 
to Business Trust that his firm

include tax incentives 
federal Inland Revenue S 
vices (FIRS), incenti\es In 
Corporate Affairs Com ’ 
sion (CAC) as well as Set i 
ties and Exchange Com 
sion (SEC).

However, the face of 
insurance sector may nc 
be the same again at the .

Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, Minister o f Finance

reco rd ed  in the re ­
capitalisation o f  the bank­
ing sector may not be attain­
able in insurance due to 
seem ing  p u b lic  apathy to 
insurance stocks.

A replay o f the on-going 
overhaul o f the banking sec­
tor whose cardinal strength 
is the concluded mandatory 
N25 billion re-capitalisation 
for all the existing banks was 
last September extended to 
the insurance sub-sector, ob­
viously another vital sector 
o f the economy.

The banking sector and 
indeed insurance over the 
years have Been viewed as 
inseperable key ingredients 
capable o f  reshaping  the 
economv o f a given nation

course to carry out ‘surgical 
operation’ on insurance sec­
tor.

The recapitalization o f 
the sector is being driven by 
the s e c to rs ’ reg u la to ry  
agency, National Insurance 
Commission (NAICOM). Al­
ready, anxiety o f  huge cau­
salities in the face o f the con­
cluding stage o f the exercise 
is now visible within the rank 
o f  insurance operators and 
chieftains.

When the Central Bank of 
Nigeria drew curtain on the 
recapitalization race 31s' De­
cember 2005, only 25 banks 
c ro ssed  the N25 b illio n  
hurdle out o f the hitherto 89 
ex isting  banks. This was 
even after collapse of several

Chief O. E  Chukwulozie, Commissioner for insurance

capitalization o f  insurance 
sector. From a hitherto exist­
ing capital base in ranges o f 
N 150 million (life Insurance 
business); General Insurance 
(N200 million), composite 
(N350 million) and reinsur­
ance (N350 million), the min­
ister has raised the stake, and 
would expect insurance un­
derwriters that will remain in 
the business to capitalize to 
the tune o f N2 billion for (life 
insurance), N3 billion for 
General Insurance and N10 
billion for reinsurance under­
writers on or before Febru­
ary 2007.

As expected, divergent 
reac tio n s  tra iled  the an ­
nouncement. A cross section 
o f  operators tagged the gov-

way for commendations, the 
sing song by operators o f  in­
surance sector is praises and 
com m endations for a well 
conceived policy.

And in earnest, existing 
insurance firm s are busy 
stra teg iz ing  on w ays and 
means to achieve the new 
capital base. As at last week, 
chief executives o f insurance 
firms who spoke with Busi­
ness Trust unfolded their 
plans towards meeting the 
minimum recapitalization.

M ore firm s have con­
cluded  p lan s to convene 
board meetings and extra-or- 
dinary meeting where crucial 
decisions on this issue are to 
be taken. Nonetheless, indi­
cations have shown that in­

will adopt the two strategies. 
Mr. Tony Osame o f Niger In­
surance Pic also spoke in the 
same direction.

In all o f  these however, 
analyts have expressed res­
ervations on the replay of 
huge success recorded by 
banks in their public offer ini­
tia tiv es , and argued  tha t 
public aparthy towards insur­
ance m ay not en d ear its 
stocks to the public as wit­
nessed in the banking sector. 
O f course, the assertion rep­
resents a personal opinion 
which only time and event 
can prove right or otherwise.

The p a llia tiv e s  also  
known as incentives prom­
ised by the regulatory agency 
are yet to be in place. These

o f the recapitalisation exer­
cise expected to end Febr . 
ary 2007. The terrain will -x- 
dominated by active players 
who have enough financ il 
m uscle to underw rite ri-* 
businesses in such capital ■ - 
tensive sectors as oil and gas 
and aviation.

Insurance is vital to N a­
tional development. It is rat d 
as a p roductive  resource  
which enhances the qual ■ 
o f  life and ensures the devel­
opment and survival o f  oth r 
businesses in general. The 
main purpose o f this vit il 
sector apart from its basic 
function is to enhance na­
tional development throuL1 
effective w ealth creatio- 
protection and conservatio

“In all of these however, analysts have expressed reservations on the
*

replay ofhuge success recorded by banks in their public offer initiatives, 
and argued that public aparthy towards insurance may not endear its 
stocks to the public as witnessed in the banking sector. Of course, the 
assertion represents a personal opinion which only time and event can 
prove right or otherwise. ” ,
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Offer-Circular Pursuant to the Debt M anagement Office (Establishment) Act 2003 and 
the Local Loans (Registered Stock and Securities) Act (Cap 214) LFN 1990

THE CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA
on the authority of the 

DEBT MANAGEMENT OFFICE
on behalf o f the

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA
Offers for Subscription by Auction and is authorized to receive applications for

N25, 000,000,000 

3rd FGN BOND 2009 (3-YEAR TENOR)* , //a.

Application List opens 23rd January 2006 
Application List closes 25th January 2006

O

&
O

Q

o

o
2
Q

4.

5.

Interested investors and authorized dealers (Banks, Discount Houses and 
Stockbrokers) are invited to collect application forms from any office of the 
Central Bank ofNigeria (“ CBN”) nationwide.
Interested members of the public are to submit their b ids through any authorized 
dealer nationwide to reach the CBN, Lagos not later than the closing date as 
specified. Application forms are also available on www.cenbank.org and 
www.dmo.gov.ngfor download and completion.
Authorized dealers are allowed to submit multiple bids and quote multiple rates. 
A bid may be for own account or made on behalf of interested members of the 
public.
Completed application forms should be submitted by the Authorized Dealers to 
Issues Office, 5 th Floor, Old Building. Central Bank of Nigeria,Tinubu 
Square, Lagos.
This is the 1 st in the series of the programmed issues for the 1st Half of 2006 as 
set out below**:
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Month Tranches Opening Closing

January
2006

N25,000,000,000 3rd FGN Bond 
2009 Series 1 (3-Year Tenor)

23rd January
2006

25th January
2006

February
2006

Nl 0,000,000,000 3rd FGN Bond 
Series 2 (3-Year Tenor)
N20,000,000,000 3rd FGN Bond 2011 
Series 3 (5-Year Tenor)

20th February 
2006-

22nd February 
2006

March 2006 N10,000,000,000 3rd FGN Bond 2009 
Series 4 (3-Year Tenor)
N20,000,000,000 3rd FGN Bond 2011 
Series 5 (5-Year Tenor)

27th March 
2006

29th March 
2006

April 2006 N10,000,000,000 3rd FGN Bond 2009 
Series 6 (3-Year Tenor)
N20,000,000,000 3rd FGN Bond 2011 
Series 7 (5-YearTencr)

24th April 
2006

26th April 
2006

May 2006 N20,000,000,000 3rd FGN Bond 2011 
Series 8 (5-year tencr)

22nd May 
2006

24th May 
2006

June 2006 N20,000,000,000 3rd FGN Bond 2013 
Series 9 (J-year tenor)

26th June 
2006

28th June 
2006

6. Payment in full for the amount of the accepted bids must be made to the 
Central Bank of Nigeria not later than 1.30 p .m. on the allotment day (i. e. 2 
days after closure of Application List). This will normally be effected by direct 
debit to the account of the Authorized Dealers who should ensure that their 
accounts with the CBN are adequately funded for this purpose.

*TheDMO reserves the right to vary the amount allotted in response to market dictates.
** The Issuance Calendar may be revised in response to market realities.

Note: The issuance will continue during the second half of the year, the issuance
programme for the second half of the yew will be published in due course.

SUMMARY OFTHE OFFER

ISSUER:

THE ISSUE: 

UNITS OFSALE:

PURPOSE:

Federal Government ofNigeria (“FGN”)

N25 billion 3rd FGN BOND 2009 Series 1

N l, 000 per unit subject to a minimum subscription of N10, 
000and in multiples ofN l, OOOthereafter.

To restiuctyire part of the outstanding 91-day NTBs into 
longer-tenored bonds, provide benchmark instrument far the 
pricing of cither securities in the capital market, facilitate the 
develop merit of the bond market in general as well as fund the 
budget deficit.
11 i
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TENOR:
INTEREST RATE:

INTEREST PAYMENT: 
MATURITIES:

3 years
To be determined by auction. The Marginal Rate that 
clears the volume on auction or the highest accepted rate 
becomes the coupon for the issue.

Payable semi-annually.
The series will mature as shown below:

N25 billion 3 rd FGN Bond 2009 Series 1 
N10billion3rdFGNBond2009 Series 2 
N20biIlion3rdFGNBond2011 Series3 
N10billion3rdFGNBond2009 Series 4 
N20billion3rdFGNBond2011 Series5 
N10billion3rdFGNBond2009Series 6 
N20billion 3rd FGN Bond 2011 Series 7 
N20billion3rdFGNBond2011 Series8 
N20billion 3rd FGN Bond 2013 Series 9

27th January, 2009 
24thFebruary, 2009 
24th February, 2011 
31 st March, 2009 
31st March, 2011 
28th April, 2009 
28th April, 2011 
26th May, 2011 
30th June, 2013

REDEMPTION: Bullet repayment on thematurity date.

STATUS:
1. Qualifies as securities in which trustees can invest under the Trustee Investment

Act
2  Qualifies as Government securities within the meaning of Company IncomeTax

Act (“CITA”) and Personal Income Tax Act (“PITA”) for Tax Exemption for 
PensionFunds amongst other investors

3. To bequotedonTheNigerian Stock Exchange
4. Not subjectto a single obligor limits for banks
5. Zeroweightingforcapital adequacy purposes for banks
6. Qualifies as liquid asset for liquidity ratio calculation for banks

SECURITY:

PAYMENT TERMS:

UNDERWRITING:

PARTIES TO THE OFFER 

ISSUER:
ISSUER’S AGENT: 
AGENT BANK: 
STOCKBROKER: 
REGISTRAR:

Issue of Bonds is based oil the full faith and credit of the 
Federal Government ofNigeria and is charged upon the 
general assets ofNigeria.

Payable in full on application

This offer will not be underwritten at the instance of the 
FGN

Feder al Government ofNigeria
Debt Management Office
Central Bank ofNigeria
Trade Link Finance and Securities Ltd.
Central Bank of Nigeria

.........
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http://www.cenbank.org
http://www.dmo.gov.ngfor
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1ST-TIER SECURITIES
Company Name
TUTIX PLC 10 
Sector Totals

LIVESTOCK FEEDS PLC. 2 
OKITIPUPA OIL PALM PLC. 1 
THE OKOMU OIL PALM COMPANY PLC 2 
PRESCO PLC. 3 

Sector Totals

DUNLOP NIGERIA PLC. 27 
R.T. BRISCOAE PLC. 17 

Sector Totals

ACCESS BANK PLC 168 
AFRIBANK NIGERIA PLC. 20 
DIAMOND BANK PLC 1 
EIB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC. 3 
FIRST CITY MONUMENT BANK PLC 5 
FIDELITY BANK PLC 2 
FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC. 465 
FSB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC. 4 
GTBANK PLC. 288 
INVESTMENT BANKING 23 
INTERNATIONAL MERCHANT BANK PLC. 1 
INTERCONTINENTAL BANK PLC. 138 
NAL BANK PLC. 6 
OCEANIC BANK PLC 68 
OMEGA BANK (NIGERIA) PLC I 
PLATINUM BANK PLC 2 *
UNITED BANK FOR AFRICA PLC. 155 
UNION BANK NIGERIA PLC. 15 
WEMA BANK PLC. 19 
ZENITH BANK PLC 15 

Sector Totals

CHAMPION BREWERIES PLC. I
GUINNESS NIGERIA PLC. 85   [•
NIGERIAN BREWERIES PLC. 370 

Sector Totals

ASHAKA CEMENT PLC. 69 
BENUE CEMENT COMPANY PLC. 1 
CEMENT COMPANY OF NORTHERN NIG. PLC 5 
WEST AFRICAN PORTLAND CEMENT CO. PLC. 128 

Sector Totals

BERGER PAINTS PLC. 13
CAP PLC. 1
D. N. MEYER PLC. 5
NIGERIA-GERMAN CHEMICALS PLC. 7 

Sector Totals

NCR (NIGERIA) PLC. 2 
Sector Totals

A. G. LEVENTIS NIGERIA PLC. 6 
C F A O  NIGERIA PLC. 12
P.Z. INDUSTRIES PLC. 41 
U.A.C.NIGER1A PLC. 100 
UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC 123 
U.T.C. NIGERIA PLC. 4 

Sector Totals

COSTAIN (W.A.) PLC. 3 
JULIUS BERGER NIGERIA PLC. 4 

Sector Totals

7-UP BOTTLING COMPANY PLC 40 
CADBURY NIGERIA PLC. 128 
FLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC. 65 
NIGERIA BOTTLING COMPANY PLC. 56 
NESTLE FOODS NIGERIA PLC. 37 
NORTHERN NIGERIA FLOUR MILLS PLC. 6 

Sector Totals

EVANS MEDICAL PLC. 12
GLAXOSMITHKLINE CONSUMER NIGERIA PLC 27 I 
MAY & BAKER NIGERIA PLC 4 
PHARMA-DEKO PLC. 1 

Sector Totals

TOURIST COMPANY OF NIGERIA PLC 1 
Sector Totals

B.O.C. GASES PLC 6
FIRST ALUMINIUM NIGERIA PLC. 5 
V1TAFOAM NIGERIA PLC. 81 
VONO PRODUCTS PLC. 11 

Sector Totals

AIICO INSURANCE PLC. 28 
CORNERSTONE INSURANCE CO. PLC. 22 
CRUSADER INSURANCE PLC. 4 
LAW UNION AND ROCK INSURANCE PLC. I 
LINKAGE ASSURANCE PLC 2 
NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC. 18 
PRESTIGE ASSURANCE PLC. 5 
ROYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE PLC. 10 
STANDARD ALLIANCE INSURANCE 11 
UN1C INSURANCE PLC. 28 
WEST AFRICAN PROV. INS. COY. PLC. 7 

Sector Totals

C & I LEASING PLC 4 
Sector Totals

JAPAUL OIL & MARITIME SERVICES PLC 12 
Sector Totals

NAMPAK NIGERIA PLC 0
VAN LEER CONTAINERS (NIGERIA) PLC. 1

Sector Totals

AFROIL PLC. 5
AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC. 97 
CONOIL PLC 79 
ETERNA OIL & GAS PLC. 18 
MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC. 30 
OANDO PLC 113 
TEXACO (NIGERIA) PLC. 19 
TOTAL NIGERIA PLC 18 

Sector Totals

UACN PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT PLC. 34 
Sector Totals

AFPRINT NIGERIA PLC. 9
URITED NIGERIA TtXTlLT-sTLC 4 —  “ 1  ‘

Sector Totals 
Overall Totals

'> .. ' $  . V . ' V  **. . .i t L

Business T ru st
THE NIGERIAN STOCK EXCHANGE REPORT A S A T  MONDAY, JANUARY 23, 200*

No of Deals Q uotation!\) Quantity Traded Value of Shares
3.17 140,000 445,333.80
10 140,000 445,333.80

AGRICULTURF./AGRO-ALLIHD
2.21 15,250 32,052.50
0.90 46,480 41,832.00
18.60 1 500 9,300.00
11.50 j 10,990 120,950.00
8 73,220 204,134.50 

AUTOMOBILE & TYRE
2.80 I 449,474 1,243,708.80
6.00 j 101,045 . 632,952.00
44 550,519 1,876,660.80

BANKING
2.68 7.949.394 21,357,901.97
9.10 2,208,153 20,094,192.30
7.75 30,000 232,500.00
2.26 27,745 62,703.70
5.11 113,000 577,430.00
2.93 38,470 112,717.10
33.61 9,511,274 314,301,072.72
1.14 216,250 246,525.00
13.05 5,861,860 76,277,719.70
4.57 1,478,743 6,757,855.51
0.84 58,214 48,899.76
8.78 4,926,887 42,218,788.90
2.80 9,435 26,418.00
5.86 1,930,463 11,319,068.65
1.91 2,200 4,202.00
2.60 100,000 260,000.00
13.00 4,103,084 53,309,147.64
25.48 346,499 8,828,794.52
3.74 166,457 622,549.18
19.64 93,195 1,830,349.80
1,459 39,171,323 558,488,836.45

BREWERIES
1.78 6,500 11,570.00
101,00 488,345 49*490,052.00
36.00 2,493,317 .. 92,228,617.48
456 2,988,162 ’ 141,730,239.48 

BUILDING MATERIALS
33.75 660,395 22,110,752.06
6.50 437 2,840.50
7.46 38,415 275,148.40
16.50 3,709,479 61,211,658.86
203 4,408,726 83,600,399.82 

C H EM IC AL* PAINTS
3.90 68,843 275,006.86
8.86 3,740 33,136.40
4.00 32,731 132,024.00
4.31 82,500 355,132.55
26 187,814

COMPU
795,299.81 

TER & OFFICE EQUIPMENT
1.33 2,196 2,920.68
2 2,196 2,920.68

CONGLOMERATES
1.27 170,000 213,400.00
3.40 43,882 147,952.66
16.20 78*291 1,268,314.20
16.22 938,710 15,364,617.82
20.62 620,112 12,936,039.74
0.81 14,311 11,591.91
286 1,865,306 29,941,916.33

CONSTRUCTION
1.09 7,267 7,921.03
21.50 5,270 113,305.00
7 12,537

FOOt
121,226.03 

l/BEVERAGES & TOBACCO
26.50 132,533 3,506,832.90
65.50 503,447 32,970,983.53
26.15 196,568 5,130,423.00
60.98 109,932 6,668,464.35
187.00 1,156,579 215,417,421.30
15.48 61,628 918,527.09
332 2,160,687 264,612,652.17

HEALTHCARE
2.40 344,250 856,080.00
10.00 258,945 2,612,250.60
5.36 18,000 96,480.00
4.55 2,200 10,010.00
44 623,395 3,574,820.60 

HOTEL & TOURISM
3.80
1

200
200

INDUSTR

760.00
760.00

IAL/DOMESTIC PRODUCTS
2.98 157,500 460,120.00
0.73 151,500 111,110.00
4.85 1,124,245 5,384,225.69
1.33 129,245 174,404.60
103 1,562,490 6,129,860.29

INSURANCE
2.18 1,221,587 2,636,174.56
1.50 390,100 594,080.00
1.70 135,000 229,500.00
1.07 10,000 10,700.00
1.45 5,200 7,540.00
2.90 472,278 1,341,768.24
2.04 100.967 203,934.00
2.91 155,760 451,196.60
1.42 286,400 408,302.00
1.30 1,721,930 2,285,655.60
3.20 116,445 369,524.00
136 4,615,667 8,538,375.00 

MANAGED FUNDS
1.20 15,000 18,420.00
4 15,000 18,420.00

MARITIME
1.92 263,000 507,487.70
12 263,000 507,487.70

PACKAGING
1.52 0 0.00
1.79
1

3,066
3,066

1

5.488.14
5.488.14

>ETROLEUM(MARKETING)
0.51 280,000 142,000.00
43.00 286,960 12,512,671.13
90.00 47,733 4,294,662.22
2.75 418,219 1,196,263.09
156.50 23,839 3,748,034.00
94.10 150,520 14,223,920.00
117.00 13,932 1.625,149.00
185.02 14,278 2,679,332.00
379 1,235,481 40,422,031.44 

REAL ESTATE
9.13 451,253 4,049,015.88
34 451,253 4,049,015.88

TEXTILES
0.38 105.237

71.316
_  39,990.06

l l T “  ; 153,333.09*
13 176,553 M A "  t "  *

3.560 60,506,595 ! 1,145,259,202,07

TO P 10 TRADES YESTERDAY
SY M B O L VOLUME VALUE TRAD>'
UNIC 1,721,930.00 2285,655.60 28
OCEANIC 1,930,463.00 11319,068.65 68
AFRIBANK 2,208,153,00 20,094,192.30 20
NB 2,493317:00 92228,617.48 370
WAPCO 3,709,479.00 61,211,658.86 128
UBA 4,103,084.00 53,309,147.64 155
INTERCONT 4,926,887.00 42,218,788.90 138
GUARANTY 5,861,860.00 76,277,719.70 288
ACCESS 7,949,394.00 21,357,901.97 168
FIRSTBANK 9,511,274.00 314301,072.72 465

TO P JO GAINERS
SYMBOL LASTCIjOSE YESTERDAY’S CLOSE CH\N< 1
GUINNESS 100.00 101.00 +1.00
NNFM 14.75 15.48 +0.73
FIRSTBANK 3298 33.61 40.63
PRESCO 11.00 11.50 +0.50
ASHAKACEM 3330 33.75 +0.45
UAC-PROP 8.70 9.13 +0.43
INTERCONT 8.37 8.78 +0.41
CCNN 7.11 7.46 +035
WAPCO 1620 16.50 +030
CONOIL 89.70 90.00 _ + 0 3 0
TO P 10 LOSERS
SYMBOL LASTCIOSE YESTERDAY’SCLOSE C R \'<  1
TOTAL 189.00 185.02 -3.%
MOBIL 160.00 156.50 -330
NESTLE 189.50 187.00 -230
NB 37.10 36.00 -1.10
UNILEVER 21.70 20.62 -1.08
OANDO 95.00 94.10 -0.90
GLAXOSMITH 10.40 10.00 -0.40
BETAGLAS 720 6.84 -036
GUARANTY 1330 13.05 -025
OCEANIC 6.05 5.86 -0.19

R M R D C  m oves to 
attract investors

In order to encourage prospective investors to venture 
into production and processing o f crops, the Raw Material- 
Research and D evelopm ent Council (RM RDC) has 

concluded research into some crops.
Receiving reports on the findings over cashew, castor 

ginger, mango, citrus, pineapple, rice, sugar cane, sorghum 
and sheanut recently in Abuja, the chairman, governing 
council o f RMRDC, Mrs. Pauline Tallen said the survey on 
agro-raw materials was to provide comprehensive information 
on p ro d u c tio n , p ro cess  tech n o lo g y , m ark e tin g  and 
development.

“It is the considered opinion o f the RMRDC that in the 
lig h t o f  the req u ired  in d u stria l g row th  and o vera ll 
technological development ofNigeria, the role o f fabricators 
in the production o f  processing equipment and machinery 
for ag ricu ltu re  and m ineral raw m ateria ls cannot be 
overemphasised.”

The former minister o f state for science and technology 
said that the success o f  the first phase o f  the study conducted 
on beniseed, cocoa, cassava, gum Arabic, maize, rubber, oil 
palm, groundnut, cotton and soya beans necessitated the 
conduct o f  the second phase whose report she received 
recently.

“As part o f  its mandate, the RMRDC has been carry ing 
out various surveys since its inception. I am happy to note 
that the council has now extended such activities to cover 
production o f vast agricultural commodities in Nigeria. 1 
understand that the programme started in 2004 and was 
handled in phases. This is a laudable achievement,” she said.

Eleven committees were established to study each crop 
and processing machines under the second phase o f  the 
research programme.

IMF delegation to visit Zimbabwe

The International Monetary Fund sends a delegation to 
Zimbabwe this week to check its economic performance 
after narrowly escaping expulsion from the world lend­

ing body last year. Economists however are sceptical over 
whether the five-member team will leave with favourable im­
pressions after their six-day visit starting Tuesday.

“They (IMF) will be very concerned with the upsurge of 
inflation. The other problem will be that the government still 
maintains 18 products under price controls,” economic com - 
mentator Eric Bloch said. About 80 percent o f  Zimbabweans 
live under the poverty line. The IMF has threatened to expel 
Zimbabwe from its ranks for failing to pay back loans since 
2001 and has given the southern African country until Feb­
ruary to settle its accounts. Finance M inister Herbert 
Murerwa in December predicted economic growth of between 
two and three percent for this year, forcasting that agricul­
tural production would now grow by 14,8 percent.
- -“They (government) had based their projections on in­
flation declining but inflation is continuously going up," 
said independent-economist; John R@bertson.
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T he Muslim afternoon 
prayer had been said in 
th is popular lep e rs’ 

colony. All those who prayed 
in congregation at the main 
mosque of the ward, all o f them 
lepers, had since poured out. 
Many had retreated to their 
shanty  hom es, many gone 
about their normal businesses, 
strictly confined to the ward. 
About ten had clustered on a 
long log bench and exposed 
tree roots under a sufficient 
shade o f a densely leaved tree, 
just behind a spacious room, 
standing alone in the space 
between the mosque, a fcw me­
tres away, and the tree itself 
The room apparently serves as 
the reception parlour of their 
Chief, Ali Isa. About twenty, 
however, a number that could 
pass for the majority of those 
who prayed in the congrega­
tion, had remained in the cool 
shady corridor of the mosque, 
some sitting, some lying in vari­
ous resting positions, savour­
ing refuge from the blistering 
tropical heat o f this Tuesday 
afternoon.

Wadata ward, lying be­
tween the old federal secretariat 
at Area One of Garki district and 
the Apo legislative quarters in 
Abuja, homes about three hun­
dred lepers, comprising house­
hold heads and their families. 
Many years ago, they were 
roaming the streets and lurking 
in shades and sparse slums, 
emerging in the growing federal 
capital city ofNigeria, begging 
for alms as a traditional means 
o f livelihood. The federal capi­
tal territory administration ob­
served that their movement all 
about town tended to cast an 
ugly shadow upon the beauti­
ful face o f the city. So, it herded 
them into the ward and tamed 
them there.

They were banned from 
begging. Each leper household

Dilemma of tame
By Uthman Abubakar

head confirm ed resident in 
Abuja, was placed on a N4000 
monthly stipend. The FCT ad­
ministration felt they needed 
training to fend for themselves 
and their families, instead of 
relying on this pittance. So, 
under the destitution manage­
ment programme it designed for 
all the destitutes in the territory, 
the Wadata lepers were trained 
in modern fanning skills with 
their consent.

After the nine-month train­
ing, lengthened to 15 months 
by destabilisation, following 
the sporadic demolition exer­
cises all over the FCT, 61 of 
them, apparently constituting 
most of the household heads 
and adults in the ward, were 
then given N35, 000 loan each 
under the programme at the end 
of August, 2005, for fanning 
projects. Those issued the loan 
ceased to collect the N4000 
monthly stipend. They were 
expected to farm and trade with 
the loan to fend for themselves 
and their families.

Initially, they were to pay 
the loan at five percent interest 
rate in 12 months, beginning 
31st, December, 2005, after a 
moratorium o f three months, 
which showed that they would 
be paying N3600 monthly. The 
interest rate, amounting to N600 
monthly, was later waived to lift 
all unnecessary constraints off 
them, and help them establish 
their own businesses for a live­
lihood away from begging for 
alms, which now showed that 
they would be paying N3000 in 
12 months. After they com­
plained o f  severe constraints

A leper at his “workplace” beside the road.

and inability to pay that much 
monthly, the FCT administra­
tion Micro-credit consultants 
approved the N 1,500 they (the 
lepers) suggested as affordable 
for them. The loan recovery, 
which would now last for 24 
m onths, was due for com ­

mencement 3 Is1 December, 2005. 
They pleaded severally for ex­
tension. It would now com­
mence, Wednesday, 25,h Janu­
ary, 2006.

Now they are in a fix. Most 
of them were not able to estab­
lish viable farming businesses

9 B

with the loan, which was ex­
pected to yield proceeds, out 
of which they would take out 
some to pay the loan accord­
ingly. For most o f them, virtu­
ally nothing remains of the N35, 
000 they received. They are 
finding it extremely difficult to 
feed. They cannot go out beg­
ging, at least within the federal 
capital city. So, how can they 
fend for their families? How can 
they pay the loan? As Wednes­
day, 25lh January hurries to­
wards them, they are in a di­
lemma

“We have been banned 
from begging, and settled at this 
place,” an elderly leper called 
Mamman Ali Majidadin Sarkin 
Kutare, complained, recalling, 
“they (FCDA) were giving \is 
measures of rice before. Then 
they replaced that gesture with 
a N4000 monthly stipend. They 
also stopped that later, when 
they gave us the N 35,000 loan 
to farm and trade,” querying, 
“look at me very well, can I do 
any trade if it is not the sitting 
type and, even at that, will 1 not 
need any helper?”

Mamman said some of them 
bought heads o f  cattle and 
motorcycles for taxi purposes 
(Okada), but the cattle died, 
and the motorcycles were cither

from begging, and tlu .a e no 
other means of livelih.\\: most 
o f them pounced on 1: . >an to 
feed and satisfy a llo t ',  eces- 
sities of life o f their f. cs

“A few days ago - con­
tinued, “they (loan . .  cry 
team of the micro-cav milit­
ants) came and told - ■ pre­
pare to start paying the loan 
next week Wednes. . t 25**1 
January). How can we pay ’Can 
there be life without •..ding, 
clothing and sat is t \ -g  the 
other necessities o f  life - 
have spent the whole i lount 
on those needs. All I now 
out of that amount is N '  H> 
That N35,000 wa> w h a t» e de­
pended on for fee.’ 
other necessities o f lr .  . .lid 
not use it to marry mo \cs."

Mamman compl.i ned 
thcr: “For God’s sak i ire 
arrested when found heggMg 
along the streets an*.; .tdc to 
pay N5000, N3000 or N 1. 500. 
or even imprisoned. . o: u> 
was im prisoned tor three 
months at Kuje. W h.: n the
meaning of this? We Nige­
rians. It is the land ot ot • birth 
We are not immigra - que­
rying: “Can we feel g>. .  about: 
the situation in our . nd o f  
birth?”, adding, “So ».- plead 
passionately with go\emmenl 
to give us enough - a I of. 
say, N250.000 and a n  nthlv 
stipend of, say, N l7,000, then 
we will be alright, and w e can 
dance around town. iking 
government.”

Um aru K ofur also re­
counted the same builo-up of 
their pathetic situatio- ' be­
have been banned from bcg> 
ging. There was a prom >e for 
us to be served rice Thev 
started, and then stopped Thev 
then started giving us a N4tXX) 
monthly stipend. TK asked 
us if we would be ab . u farm. 
We said we would. Th. ^rom" 
ised to give us fertili'. ' naize 
and other inputs. Th. lidn't j 
give us any. They g a \. as the:! 
N35,000 loan to farm iough 
not all o f us got it. Bo. a isc of 
this, for about six m> . now '
we have not been d the!
monthly stipend.

He complained:' pow | 
want us to start rep g the I
loan. We don’t ha\e t i>nev. J
because we have the ]
whole on feeding thcr 
necessities o f life 1 can- j 
did, most of us don’t tave 
N200 on them nov S 
we pay? We can on >ur
case in God. But th. .t  is: 
right now we don't . the 
money to pay the 1< f the 
government will pa. ■ with 
our wives and chi ldrc I kick
us up, because we ca - the 
loan, it could do so.‘
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lepers
tling us here in this situation, 
to be candid, is suffocating us. 
They should allow us to beg. 
We prefer begging than stay­
ing here. What are we getting 

I here? Only good Samaritans 
I bring cooked food to us.”

S a ’idu Isyaku Yarim an 
Sarkin Kutaren Abuja also 
cursed their situation in the 

I colony. “Settling us here in this 
situation grieves us^ because 

I you can’t do anything to feed 
j your family. We prefer settling 
in the bush. In the bush we will 
know how to go about doing 

I something for a living. Our 
main problem here now is that 
we can’t do any trade. Even the 
bush wind blowing on us is 
better than staying here. We 
plead with government to re­
store the paym ent o f  our 
monthly stipend, because right 
now, we feel we are in famine- 
stricken N iger Republic.”

Jibrin Inusa and Sama’ila 
spoke on the effect o f the situ­
ation on their children. Accord­
ing to Jibrin, “our problem here 
naturally affects our children. 
If the father is well fed and sat­
isfied, the child will look well 
fed and satisfied also. As the 
father, if you are well fed, you 

I will look after your children 
well, as is required of you. Even 
in this situation, we go out beg­
ging to as far as Masaka, Suleja 
and other towns outside the 
FCT.”

Sama’ila dwelt on the edu­
cation o f  the children. “Our 
problem is school fees. I have 
seven children. Last year alone, 
I paid N6,500 school fees. In our 
present situation I cannot at­
tempt doing that. One Dr. Mamu 

I undertook to educate our chil­

dren free in our primary school 
here. This year she enrolled 25 
in the school from this ward. 
She has prom ised to do so 
every year.”

Muhammadu Bello gave a 
condition for the payment of 
the loan. “ If they can restore 
the payment of our monthly sti­
pend, we will pay the loan with 
even N2000 monthly. They gave 
us the loan and w arned us 
against using it for feeding and 
helping relations or paying the 
children’s school fees. Are we 
logs? We used it for all these. 
That is why the money fin­
ished.”

He said courageously: “So, 
even if they come for it, they 
will have to leave us alone and 
go back to where they have 
come from, without getting any­
thing from us. We don’t have a 
dime to pay them. They better 
forget it.”

Elderly Muhammadu said 
the FCDA has threatened not 
to relocate any defaulter to the

A group o f  lepers at Wadata ward. First left is their Chief, Ali Isa

new settlement at Yangoji in the to disperse and mix among 
Kwali area, believing that nine- other people in the city, 
tenth o f them would not be able Usaini C inkoso Likitan
to pay and, so, they may have K utaren A buja and Sanusi

Bello, shared all complaints with 
their fellows, with Sanusi say­
ing: “They never told us that 
with the disbursement o f the

Umaru Kofur also recounted the same build-up o f their pathetic situation. “ We 
have been banned from begging. There was a promise for us to be served rice. 
They started, and then stopped. They then started giving us a N4000 monthly 
stipend. They asked us i f  we would be able to farm. We said we would. They 
promised to give us fertiliser, maize and other inputs. They didn’t give us any. 
They gave us the N35,000 loan to farm , although not all o f  us got it. Because o f  
this, for about six months now we have not been paid the monthly stipend. ” He 
complained: uThey now want us to start repaying the loan. We don’t have the 
money, because we have spent the whole on feeding and other necessities o f life. 
To be candid, most o f  us don’t even have N200 on them now. So, how can we 
pay? We can only rest our case in God. But the fact is: right now we don 7 have 
the money to pay the loan. I f  the government will pack us with our wives and 
children and lock us up, because we can’tpay the loan, it could do so. ”

loan, the paym ent o f  the 
monthly stipend would stop. 
Only about 30 percent o f us 
were even receiving the sti­
pend.”

The Director o f the Abuja 
E nvironm ental P ro tection  
Board, and former Chairman of 
the Committee on the Rehabili­
tation of the Destitute, Hajiya 
Hadiza Abdullahi, scolded the 
lepers in a telephone response 
to their utterances. “When they 
were given the loan, it was not 
one of the conditions that they 
would have to do bara (beg) to 
pay. When they were receiving 
it they thought it was just one 
of such government largesse. 
That is why people shy away 
from social responsibilities.” 

The Finance and Invest­
ment Management Services are 
the "micro-credit consultants 
engaged by the FCT adminis­
tration for the Destitution Man­
agem ent Programme. They 
trained the lepers for the agri-

The o ffice r r  tarite. 
UmaruO. Idris, allay. -c fears 
o f the lepers on pos - tough 
measures against th. *or de­
faulting in the loan ment. 
“We will not take tough 
action against thet they 
refuse to pay the loa \ e will 
not invite the police arrest 
them. We will only v. >ur re­
port to the govemmc nd the.
government will not . any
help to them in futu . f they 
refuse to pay. They cer­
tainly seek help front c >vem­
inent in future, and that - u. hen 
they will regret not pay i ng the 
loan.”

Idris recalled the cor aitions 
for the issuance of th. loans 
under the rolling programme as: 
Training and adequate capac­
ity; and loan benefic aries 
should invest in a trade or 
project on which they ha \ e ad­
equate skills. He expressed a 
fear: “We are faced with the risk 
o f the continuity o f the pro­
gramme because of default If 
they don’t pay how can other 
destitute populations benefit? 
So the programme is at a ' sk It 
is threatened by defa.

He said so far, the\ have 
disbursed a total o f N2. ■ >.000 
to 111 o f the 255 resettled <fcs- ! 
titu te  popu la tions, which 
showed that apart fron c r>
Wadata lepers, 49 dev v  at
Bwari, and one at K a r. -. > re­
ceived N35,000 each. the 
first phase of the progr it- tie

So, the Wadata lepi a - e
to pay the loan, at lea-- en­
able them receive m> elp
from government in • are. 
Most o f them did not n
ventures that could y . 
ceeds to pay back the 'an. 
They have been tamer. teir ^ 
colony, and banned fr> ’eg- .
ging in the federal cap . ity.
How can they pa\ th ’
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j ^ p p r e c i a t i

Q u a l i t y .  I n t e g r i t y .

A B T I  - A M E R I C A N
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N i g e r i a

Lamido Zubairu Way, Yola By-Pass, PMB 2250 Yola, Adamawa State, Nigeria

w w w . a a u n . e d u . n

WWWAAUN.EDU.NG

T he F ounders ,
the Board of Trustees, the President, 

and the faculty and staff of ABTI-American University ofNigeria 
wish to express sincere thanks to those who participated 
in the university’s Orientation for its first spring intake.

The presence and support o f families is deeply appreciated. We are honored that 
parents have chosen to entrust their sons and daughters to A A UN for some o f the 
most important years o f their lives. We believe parents have chosen well, and we 

will do all that we can to justify their confidence in us. We also would like to 
express our gratitude to all well-wishers and especially to Yola residents who are 

our immediate hosts and custodians o f AAUN facilities.

We are most proud of our students for choosing AAUN. A challenging 
curriculum is designed to ensure the quality o f their learning and the satisfaction

that comes from intellectual endeavor.

Boundless thanks goes to all those who played an important role
leading to this historic event.

We extend our well-wishes and invitations to visit us
on campus soon.

A B T I  - A M E R I C A N
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N i g e r i a

http://www.aaun.edu.n


GOMBE STATE GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA
GOMBE WATER CORPORATION )

\  - ' ' '

*

Following the successful completion of the Gombe Regional Water Supply 

Scheme, His Excellency, Alh. Muhammad DanjumaGoje, ( S a r k in  Y a k in  G o m b e )  

Executive Governor of Gombe State, will perform the official commencement of 

system testing of the water project, preparatory to its formal commissioning.

The general public is hereby invited to witness the ceremony which will take place 

as follows:-

Date:
Time:
V e n u e :

W ed n esd ay  25" January, 2006.

1 1 :  O O a m .

L o w er Zone W ate r R ese rv o ir, G.R.A, G om be

i I
i i 
! ,

Signed: 
Dr. Danlami Arabs Rukujei, FCIM 

Hannan Tangalel 
Executive Chairman, Gombe Water Corporation
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Murder of Rimis’ wife politically motivated -Residents
R esid en ts  o f  K ano 

have alleged that the 
recent assassination 

of Hajiya Sa’adatu, wife o f the 
! former governor o f old Kano 
; state Alhaji Abubakar Rimi 
| has a political undertone.

In separate in terview s 
j with Daily Trust, people o f the 
I state stated that although the 

perpetrators and sponsors of 
the barbaric act were yet to 
be uncovered however, ar­
gued that Alhaji Rjjni was the 
actual target o f the assassi- 

; nation, but apparently realiz­
ing that he was not at home,

By Mustapha Isah Kwaru,
Correspondent (Kano) j

the assassins killed his wife.
A ccord ing  to M alam  

M usa A budu lk ad ir o f  
M akwarari quarters in the 
metropolis, the plan to assas­
sinate Rimi could have been 
planed since long time, espe­
cially due to his extreme posi­
tion on political affairs.

He alleged that those be­
hind the ungodly act planned 
to hatch the agen a at this 
time ahead o f the !007 gen­
eral elections.

A lhaji Sar i Hassan o f

Kabara quarters, expressed to kill Rimi, but it was unfor- proved beyond reasonable sponsors and perpetra

Kano sets up c’ttee to 
reposition Rimi Marketrep

"T "/■ ano state government 
has set up a 9-man 

^ “committee to reposi­
tion the Abubakar Rimi mar­
ket and to restore its status 
as an international market.

The com m issioner for 
com m erce A lhaji A hm ed 
Yakasai who disclosed this 
while inaugurating the com­
mittee though Abubakar Rimi 
market is one o f  the biggest 
m arkets in the country its 
standard has fallen drasti­
cally.

He noted that poor sani­
tation, security problems the 
owing o f  about 1.4m naira 
electricity and water bill as 
well as general market control 
has militated against the de­
velopment o f  the market.

He therefore stated that 
Kano state government had 
directed the setting up o f  the
9-man committee to look into 
the issues with a view to re­
positioning the market which 
has the cap ac ity  o f  over
10,000 stalls and serves the 
people o f  Kano state and 
neighbouring countries.

A lhaji Ahm ed Yakasai 
said that the terms o f  refer­
ence include accessing the

By Jam ilah Nuhu Musa,
Correspondent (Kano)

present, market structure and 
ownership with a view to as­
certain government owned 
and private stalls, the secu­
rity problems, sanitation, fi­
nance situation to help im­
prove revenue generation, ac­
tivities o f market traders, un­
ion management as well as 
modalities for peace and har­
mony.

Adding that the commit­
tee has 6 weeks to complete 
and submit its report, promis­
ing government, commitment 
towards implementing the rec­
ommendations for the benefit 
o f  the people o f  the state.

Responding the chairman 
o f  the committee who is also, 
a prom inent businessm an 
A lha ji B ala  U. Shehu 
commended the state govern­
ment for its transparency and 
commitment to duty.

A lhaji B ala  U. Shehu 
stated that the com m ittee 
would work as a team with 
stakeholders in order to en­
sure that the right recommen­
dations were made to move 
the Abubakar Rimi market for­
ward.

d ism ay that the innocent 
Hajiya Sa’adatu could have 
been killed due to the politi­
cal stand o f  her husband, 
which has been perceived by 
his opponent as capable o f 
thwarting their 2007 political 
agenda.

In his words “I believed 
that the assassins were hired

tunate to turn his wife as the 
target, just because their prey 
was not at home, what posi­
tive role does the late Hajiya 
Sa’adatu offered to her hus­
band, that has warranted her 
this merciless killing.”

A ccord ing  to M alam  
Mukhtar Bello of Fagge quar­
ters, all ind ica tions have

doubt that, political reasons 
could not be ruled out behind 
the assassination o f Rim i’s 
wife, and since those behind 
were not yet fished out, the 
entire Muslims o f the state 
should embark on extensive 
prayers and other forms o f 
worship to seek the assistance 
of almighty God to unravel the

the assassination so th. 
could face the wrath 
law.

He enjoined the s i 
ers and well-wishers 
former governor to sh i 
ing law into their hat. 
remain calm, saying air 
God will soon unm a^ 
behind the act.

1K-
ind
ntv

A view o f the attendance during the closing ceremony o f the 20th National Quranic recitation competition in Kano...recentlv

Shariah commission boss 
commends KNSG over tricycles

T he Kano state govern 
m ent has been 
commended for pro­

viding tricycle “A Daidaita 
Sahu” motorcycles to assist 
in the mass transit in the state.

Jigawa dep gov faults Ladoja’s impeachment
T he Jigaw a sta te  

depu ty  governor, 
A lhaji Ib rah im

Hassan Hadejia has faulted 
the recent impeachment of the 
Oyo state Governor Rasheedi 
Ladoja.

Speaking with newsmen 
in Dutse, Deputy Governor 
Hassan Hadejia described the 
entire impeachment process 
as breach o f law o f the coun­
try and violation o f the con­
cept o f due process the fed­
eral government is advocat­
ing.

The deputy  governo r 
who is a lawyer by profession 
and was a one time attorney

general o f  the state con­
demned the action o f the Oyo 
state house o f  assembly on 
the issue which, a competent
court o f law had restrained 
the house from executing.

He expressed  concern 
aboift the future o f  democ­
racy in Nigeria ifthose in gov­
ernment continue to disre­
gard court rUlinus and con­
stitutional process in con­
ducting affairs o the nation.

The D eput\ G overnor 
also spoke on ihe murder of 
the wife o f former governor 
o f  Kano s ta te , A lhaji 
Muhammed Abubakar Rimi 
calling on the federal govern­

ment to take urgent measures 
to apprehend the culprits and 
punish them accordingly.

He said Sa’adatu Rimi’s 
murder like the Oyo state gov­
ernor’s impeachment might be 
purely political and appealed 
to the governm ent to halt 
such crimes to save democ­
racy from imminent collapse.

Confident that the police 
were committed to ensuring 
full investigation into the 
murder case in Kano with a 
view to protecting the image 
as an impartial organization 
out to ensure security of all 
citizens o f  the nation.

The commendation was 
m ade by the chairm an  
Shari’ah Commission, Sheikh 
Ibrahim Umar Kabo while re­
ceiving the executive o f  the 
state tricycle keke NAPEP  
M otorcycle Association in 
his office.

Sheikh Ibrah im  U m ar 
Kabo thanked the association 
for the recognition to the 
commission and for the cour­
tesy call which signifies the 
ex isting  co-operation  b e ­
tween the association and the 
commission.

The chairman assured the 
association o f the state gov­
ernment’s determination to­
wards Shari’ah implementa­
tion in the state through Hu­
man and Societal Develop­
ment.

He urged them to always 
be honest in discharging their 
commercial responsibilities

especially  in dealing with 
women and children.

Also speaking the com­
missioner I. sheikh Umar Sani 
Fagge urged them to be pa­
tient with their female passen­
gers and not hike the price for 
them, he emphasized the im­
portance o f God fearing in 
discharging any responsibil­
ity on people.

The com m issioner also 
urged them to always be meet- 
ing with their members and 
their officials to discuss their 
problems and find a lasting 
solution, and also to organize 
seminars for the benefit o f 
their members.

He emphasized the impor­
tance o f organizing seminars 
among their members; he as­
sured them that the commis­
sion is always ready to pro-, 
vide instructors to present 
papers on how to discharge

their responsibilities 
cordance with Shari ah in­
junctions.

Speaking earlier, the chair­
m an o f  the A sso c ia tion . 
M alam  Bala M uham m ad 
Hassan told the chairm that 
they are in his office e x - 
press their thanks and appre­
ciation to the state go\ em­
inent for providing them 'th 
job opportunity.

He further empl ed 
that the provision o f t „ J e  
motorcycles in the is 
very significant espec in 
alleviating the suffer: - *>f
masses with regards ss 
transit in the state

M alam  Muh;
Hassan called on the e 
sion to organize a sen or 
m em bers so as to at 
those with the Shan ‘at 
lines as it affect the it 
sibility.

K a n o  T r u s t
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I  ICO * R U S T
U P C  C lash :
R esidents o f  Fadeyi 

area o f  Lagos have 
begun to flee their 

homes in droves for fear o f 
possible reprisal attack by a 
faction o f the Oodua PeopF * 
Congress (OPC), which su 
fered heavy casualty  ii 
bloody clash a few day^ i 

The areas mostly a f  t . '  '• 
are res id en ts  o f  L ie , 
Ogunjobi and Ayodt-1 • as 
o f Igbobi, Fadeyi, Lag- said

i residents flee possible
S tories I )  O lu m id i l ju la iy e ,

Corres’ ondei / (Lagos)

to be i lostly i : i&bited by a 
facti j l o f t' g i oup who have 
now d rs icd their homes.

N‘eanw hile. hordes o f  
armed mobile policemen have 
been drafted to the affected 
area to forestall a renewed 
clash.

Competent sources told 
our correspondent that trou-

Lagos island residents 
accuse^PHCN of sabotage
O fficials of the power 

Holding Company of 
Nigeria (PHCN) un­

der Lagos zone headquarters, 
Marina have been indicted as 
the brain behind the cutting 
and stealing o f 35metres of 
live 33KV cable at Ilubinrin 
axis o f the third Mainland ex­
pressway in Lagos Island.

Mr. Raheem Ibrahirn, a 
resident in Lagos Island who 
spoke on the incessant power 
outages and exorbitant bills 
to subscribers in the area al­
leged that the cutting and 
stealing away of the 35metres 
cable could not have been 
done by any outsider without 
the connivance o f  the offi­
cials o f the PHCN especially 
when the power was on.

In h is a rgum ent, Mr. 
Ibrahim contended that only 
PHCN officials with the over­
all uniforms and heavy duty 
vehicle are capable o f cutting 
and removing the cable with­
out disturbances from mem­
bers o f  the public and secu­
rity agents around the place.

He also  rev ea led  that 
such act was not the first o f 
its kind at the same venue 
which some major markets like 
Pelewura, Bombata and Saw­
mill at Anikantamo allegedly 
contributed #50,000.00 each 
to PHCN Idumagbo Under­
taking office to assist in re­
placing the earlier stolen ca­
ble before last year Christmas.

According to him “this 
was the third time when such 
thing in 2005 and the last time 
which happened about two 
days before Christmas, put 
about 22 transformers under 
Idumagbo PHCN office in

darkness throughout the fes­
tive periods, including Eid-il- 
Kabir holiday and up till now, 
the transformers were put on 
rotation o f  one-day on and 
one-day off w hich was not 
also regular” .

“Despite all this unwel­
come action when residents 
sleep in darkness, the PHCN 
bring exorbitant bills to the 
customers and failure to pay 
the amount on the bill two 
days after, the officials goes 
out to disconnect wire from 
polls”, he lamented.

He added that all efforts 
by groups and individuals 
who visited PHCN office at 
Idumagbo to complain and 
urged them to find a quick and 
lasting solution to the prob­
lem proved abortive as the 
marketing manager always 
dispatched them with flimsy 
excuses.

Mr. Ib rah im  how ever 
called on the state govern­
ment and the authority con­
cerned to look into the matter 
and find quick and lasting 
so lu tion  to the incessan t 
power outages, “they should 
not wait until w hen the con­
sumers started attacking in­
nocent PHCN officials who 
were sent out to perform their 
legitimate duty”.

b!e started in the area last 
week Saturday when a boy 
working for the trio - Femi 
(alias Jpron), KB and Arugbo- 
all staunch  m em bers o f  
Fasehun-led faction in Igbobi 
area, went to steal a mobile 
handset at Oluwakemi area, 
behind Cole Street, near the 
demolished Bobby Benson 
Hotel, Fadeyi, dominated by 
Gani Adams-led group.

It was gathered that the 
stolen handset was retrieved 
from the suspect after whom 
he was beaten and later re­
leased.

Shortly after, hoodlums, 
led by the trio of Femi, KB and 
Arugbo invaded the area with 
sophisticated weapons and 
unleashed mayhem on the 
area to avenge the assault of 
their boy. __________

Unfortunately, a member 
o f  another group was shot 
dead during the ensuing en- 
coanter.

As a ploy to dissuade the 
Gani Adams boys, who have 
their secretariat at Power 
Base, Railway Line, behind 
Kajola market, from meddling 
in the crisis, it was learnt that 
the three musketeers went to 
appeal to the boys to remain 
calm as the situation would 
be amicably settled between 
the two groups.

But to the utter dismay of 
many onlookers, hoodlums 
led by the trio invaded the 
secretariat at Railway Line on 
T uesday m idnight during 
which the chief coordinator, 
one Aro, was beheaded in his 
sleep when bullets couldn’t 
penetrate his body._________

The victim, a source said, 
was shot several times but 
when bullets couldn’t pen­
etrate his body, his head was 
severed from his body and 
taken away by the assailants 
to an unknown destination.

Several appeals made to 
the attackers for the release 
o f the victim’s head, our cor­
respondent gathered, proved 
unsuccessful when the body 
was to be interred.

However, during the dawn 
raid, a house along Ogunjobi 
Street was riddled with bullets 
and tw o people sustained 
gunshot wounds, including a  
Mallam, w'ho prior to the inci­
dent w'as selling cigarettes 
and other items in a kiosk at 
the end o f the affected street.

A boy who was injured 
during the melee w as said to

have given up the 
Thursday at the Lai 
versity  Teaching I 
(LUTH), Idi-Araba. * 
and the Mallam w er. 
to, for treatment.

M any vehicles 
along the Ayodele Sti 
not spared during r  
dent as the attackers 
their windscreens

Similarly, two con > 
m otorcycles popul • 
feryed to as Okadj 
bile" handsets were a I ■ 
stolen from the re s it.

As a result o f tl 
casualties suffered b 
the group, there ha' 
manhunt for the trio 
(alias Jpron), KB and 
who are known for t ‘ 
toriety in the affecte

Members ofNigeria Association o f  Military Pensioners prosteting over the non-payment o f  43 months arrears bythefedetal (ftn .
at the laying o f  wreaths ceremony in Lagos...recently Pix: Okdipupo

Police ta k e  o v e r E re k o  B a logun  o v er ch ie fta in c y  sq u a b b le

A ::jL \ J
rmed policemen have 
taken  over E reko 

.Balogun on Lagos 
Island foil owing the power 
stiugglc within the Koseko 
chieftaincy family ovei the 
stoo! of Oloja of i .agos, which

has paralysed commercial ac­
tivities on the Island in the 
last one week.

The factions —  Kosoko 
C h ie fta in cy  Fam ily and 
Kosoko Descendants Union 
-  had engaged injudicial bat­

tle, resulting in a Lagos High 
Court declaring vacant the 
seat and ordering the incum­
bent Adeboia Disu-Ige to stop 
parading himself as the Oloja 
of Lagos.

Disu-lge was installed in

Fear as NURTW, RTEAN clash spreads
TA  1Roa3 1

Uie lecurrent confion 
tation betw een the 
N ational U nion  o f  
T ranspo rt W orkers 

(N U RTW ) and the Road 
Transport Employers Asso­
ciation ofNigern (R1EAN) in 
parts o f Lagos State may soon 
spill over to Ajeromi-lfelodun 
Local Government

Investigations show that 
the crisis brewing in  the area 
is not unconnfe^&J \vrth the 
plan by RTE&i^TVrlettmch 
its operation *n,*tx-council, 
b'i't the plan gone
down well vvMl £hc W, ̂
which lias* <ntl&tfeg^byfTi 
operating in A c  council Tor

many .years.
RTEAN had three weeks 

ago held a cim ial meetiag in 
which final touches were put 
to its plan to begin fresh op­
erations in the council

A top executive member of 
the association said his mem­
bers would have been “or the 
road” befoie now but tbfj the 
leadership of NURXW has 
not agreed with the d e s ir to f  
the union to operate ia’ the  
j i f e a .V

H esaklR l f 
in thfccojncil *'«

Xt v.’as wf 
i s i  t i t  batik rn

low'teact

to go ahead and perform its, 
function since'its executive 
arm has been constituted with 
the backing of the state gov­
ernment

“ We are a legally recog­
nised association. We will 
soon start opeiating in the 
council like out counterparts 
in othci councils We have 
spoken w ith the NURTW' so 
that then will be no problem 
but they don’t v/ant to under- 

. starid us,” lie said- Already, 
PrineaTajutleeii^ifWS heads 
ifcc'executive StfiTiSf the as­
sociation. J , ’ ■;/’.■

* Attempts t̂ Jpiak ̂  fill 
tne Chairman o f  NURTW.

Wurimi Ashiru {a.kit. Zola} 
were futile as he was said to 
be out of office for other .en­
gagements on several occa­
sions that otlr correspondent 
visited his office.

It would be recalled that 
on several occasions, the two 
associations have had violent 
confrontations in,parts o f La­
gos over who actual 1) ought 
to be on the road collecting 
dues.

The RTEAN 
m ain’a r t.td  i 
o jgh t r.oi •*.
%ut i
o f  due? to ft from ihe

2002 by the late Oba o f La­
gos, Adcvinka Oyekan, after 
Which the factions headed for 
court —  one seeking valida­
tion of position, the other dec- 
laiation o f  vacancy o f the 

■ throne.
The deposed  k in g  ad­

d ressed  p ressm en  • on 
fjfeijishncsday s 'P h iscpalace  
;3wlfere he claimed* to  have 

the Appeal fcotS^pray-' 
ing it to quash the judgment 
Ol Justice Morenike.Ohadina.

Disu-Ige,-id the notitfe o f 
appeal o f January 12,2006 
with number ld/1057/86, is 
praying the appellate cotyi for 
“itfi^rdei restraining the re- 
sp®i(k*nts in the suit,from

in ec

mse

i 3 f 9 5 0 J ; :"the 
siirtsd thugs who were over

100 immediately sp 
w ith dangermt> w . 
throw ing bottles and t 
attempts to gain er ’ 
the palace  from  \ 
points. Some o f  th 
who had stHxoundo 
tire palacej 
through a<3„ 
he ailegep^1'*

But -iiy 
Secretary^ 
scendants 
tif ie d  hif 
Kosoko,
king was gding ag. 
ruling last^O ^tcnb , 
court whichofdfihx 
status qu'vbc, tnatnt 

Hedetita ~‘‘ 
attacked*!
A a s i i y i i ;

’N 'o n e .^ ^ ^ ?  
confirm^ 
appealw  
althâ E
in court.
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THE CENTRE FOR GENDER SECURITY STUDIES 
AND ADVANCEMENT (CeGSSAd) 

UNIVERSITY OF ABUJA 
FCT-ABUJA, NIGERIA.

The above-nam ed  C entre announces the 
commencement of its Academic Programme in the 
following Areas:

a) Diploma in Gender Studies
b) Certificate in Gender Studies
c) Short Courses, Training Program m es and 

Workshops in Gender Studies

Course Duration:
i) Diploma: 2 years
ii) Certificate: 1 year
iii) Short Courses may last from 2 weeks to six 

m onths, depending on the Curriculum / 
Training needs.

Entry Qualifications:
1) For Diploma-3 credits and above
2) For Certificate- 2 credits and above
3) For short C o u rses-Q u a lifica tio n  varies 

depending on the course in question

Application Forms can be obtained from the Bank 
of the North, Area 3, Garki and Oceanic Bank, Plot 
266 Cadastral Zone A.O, Central Area, Garki at the 
cost o f N3, 000
Interested Applicants should contact:

The Director 
CeGSSAd 

Plot 13 Sheda Close 
Area 8 Garki 

Abuja
r

Tel: 08033312050 
E-mail: centreprotection@yahoo.com 

Registrar 
University of Abuja.

UNIVERSITY OF ABUJA, NIGERIA
P.M.P 117, ABUJA 

Office m the Registrar

(2006/2007session

the JAMB Coi -

Introduction
The University o f Abuja has introduced new academic program* .es which took off dur 
the 2005/2006 Academic session. The programmes are in tl . A cuities o f  Agricult, 
Engineering, Medicine and Veterinary Medicine.
The Joint Admissions and Matriculation Board (JAMB) has pi iiied course 
codes for the new courses.
Courses, E ntry  Requirements, Codes and Duration
Listed below are the various courses and their entry requirement.
Codes for Information and guidance.
1) Faculty of A griculture

a) Agricultural Economics -Course Code: 12604 H
b) Animal Science.......................-Course Code: 12605 D
c) Soil Science............................ -Course Code: 12606K
d) Agricultural Extension and

Rural Sociology......................-Course Code: 12607 G
e) Fisheries................................... -Course Code: 12608 C

Course D uration
All the courses listed under the Faculty o f  Agriculture run for 4 or 5 years depending or 
the mode o f entry.
Entry Requirements 
(i) Direct Entry
Two ‘A ’level passes in Chemistry and any one o f  Zoology/Botany/Agricultural Scier. , 
Biology, Geography, Mathematics, Physics, Geology, Economics and Health Sc ten,
ii) U.M.E. Entry
Five ‘O' Level credit passes in English language, Chemistry, Mathematics, 
Biology/Agricultural Science and one o f  Physics, Geography or Economics.
iii) U.M.E. Subjects
Chemistry, Biology, Agricultural Science, Physics or Mathematics in addition to Eng.

2) Faculty of Engineering
a) Agricultural Engineering  - Course Code: 125961
b) Chemical Engineering .............  - Course Code: 12597 E
c) Civil Engineering...................... - Course Code: 12598 A
d) Computer Engineering  - Course Code: 12599 H
e) Electrical and Electronic Engineering - Course Code: 12600 B
f) Mechanical Engineering  - Couse Code: 126011

Course Duration
The courses listed under the Faculty o f Engineering run for 5 years.
Entry Requirements 
(i) Direct Entry
‘A ’level passes in Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics.
ii) U.M.E. Entry
Five “O ”Level credit passes to include Physics, Chemistry, Mathematics,
English Language and one science subject.
iii) U.M.E. Subjects
Mathematics, Chemistry, Physics and English.

-Course Code: 12602 E 
- Course Code: 12603 A

3) Faculty of Medicine
a) M edicine..........................
b) D entistry ...........................
Course Duration
The courses listed under the Faculty o f Medicine run for 5 or 6 years depending 
on the mode o f entry.
Entry Requirements 
(i) Direct Entry
Three ‘A ’ level passes in Physics, Chemistry and Biology or Zoology
ii) U.M.E. Entry
Five “O ” Level credit passes in English language. Mathematics, Physics, Chemi' ry 
Biology.
iii) U.M.E. Subjects
Biology, Chemistry, Physics and English

4) Faculty of Veterinary  Medicine
a) Veterinary M edicine..................  - Course Code: 12609 J
Course Duration
The Veterinaty Medicine course runs fo r  5 or 6 years depending on the mode o f  
entry. /
Entry Requirements 
(i) Direct Entry
'A ’levelpasses in Chemistry, Biology/Zoology, Physics or Mathematics.
HND distinction in Poultry Production, Animal Health and Animal Products Ins pet
ii) U.M.E. Entry
Five “O ” Leveldredit passes to include Biology, Physics, Chemistry and Mathema.
iii) U.M.E. Subjects
Physics, Chemistry, Biology and English.

Signed: 
M.B.Modibbo 
Ag. R eg istrar

mailto:centreprotection@yahoo.com
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FEDERAL. A IR PO R TS AUTHORITY O F NIGERIA

INTERNAL C EXTERNAL ARVERTISEMENT
VACANCIES

Applications arc invited from suitably qualified candidates to fill vacant positions 
in the Fire & Safety D epartm ent of FA AN in all A irports across the  country,

POSITIONS: v.

1. FIJRE AND SAFETY OFFICER (FS0/OO1)
QUALIFICATION:
B.Sc. Chemistry, Physics, Applied Science, Physical Education, Professional Qualifies-
in Industrial safety, other relevant amplifications plus Class C Driver’s Licence.

‘s“ ' ‘ ' ' !

EXPERIENCE:
At least 3 years post-qualification,

V  ..V J

AGE: Not above 28 years.

2. FIRE SUPERINTENDENT (FSP/001)
QUALIFICATION; 
National Oipioma, City & Guilds (intermediate in retevant disdptme) - Mechanical, C m  
Electrical, Institute of Fire Engineers (IFE), NCE in relevant discipline.

EXPERIENCE:
At least 2 years post-qualification. .

AGE: Not above 25 years

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS
(A) GENERAL PHYSIQUE

Candidates should be physically fit and well framed with no sign of obesity and should 
not be less than 1.67m in height Prospective candidate would be expected to engaue 
in activities such as running, climbing ladders, jumping, crawling and performing all 
kinds of physical activities, 

<B) HEARING
Candidates’ hearing ability must be sound, ‘

i:REMUNERATION;
In line with FAAN’s Salary Structure

Interested and qualified candidates should forward their handwritten application 
(referenced HR/FAAN/06) and Curriculum Vitae with photocopies of their credentials 

not later than two weeks from the date of this publication to:

The Advertiser 
P.O.Box 73661, 
Victoria Island, 

Lagos.

Applicants must signify the position and indicate the job reference code as stated. 
Please note tha t on ly B FTO H TLlsf 16  candidates wflI be contacted.
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1 L-R: Alhaji Isvaku Ibrahim, Dr. Bashir Kurfi, lecturers ABL, Zaria and Alhaji BuhaGqladim^
R-L: Magatakarda Babba o f  the Sokoto Caliphate, Barrister Inuwa Abdulkadir, Malam Yau Dare 
o f  The Buhari Organisation (TBO) and a guest

The country director, Global Rights (L) and former presidential adviser in President Olusegun 
Obasanjo’s cabinet, Dr. Ibrahim Lame (R).

ANPP House Leader Aminu Waziri Tambuwal flanked by his deputy, Hon. Victor Lar (L) a gues:
The special adviser to Kano state governor on economy, Musa Bichi (L) and former secretary, Vision 
2010, Alhaji Ibrahim Ida (Danmajen Katsina) (R) at the 3rd Annual Trust Dialogue.

The Deputy General Manager, Corporate Affairs, NICON Insurance, R-L: Alhaji Yakubu Akor and . . . .
Emmana Omadiri, a manager with NICON Insurance and others last week. Another cross section o f  dignitaries.
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Turaki’s suspension a joke -ANPP
"Tn what may seem a swift From  Ahmed A bubakar, I sought for the hosting o l \ y  State.” Among those at the corIreaction  to the suspen 
 sion o f Jigawa State gov­

ernor, Alhaji Ibrahim Saminu 
Turaki, from the other faction 
o f the ANPP in the state, the 
Turaki ANPP faction has de­
scribed it as “a big joke o f the 
century that does not hold any 
water.”

In a press conference at the 
state ANPP Head Quarters in 
Dutse, the party’s publicity 
secretary , A lhaji A m inu 
Ahmed Babura, described the 
p roclam ation  by the 
Honourable Farouk Adamu 
Aliyu Bimin Kudu’s led ANPP 
faction to have suspended the 
governor “huge jo k e  that 
should be d isregarded  by 
peace lov ing  com m unity  
members.”

A lhaji A m inu A hm ed 
B abura, declared that the 
Farouk Adamu ANPP led fac1 
tion is not a legal segment of 
the party which was why they 
could not hold their confer­
ence at the ANPP secretariat

Correspondent, Dutse
which is not far from the lo­
cation the conference was 
held.

He said, Farouk Adamu, 
together with his group are 
not bone-fide members of the 
ANPP as the party have since 
expelled them. While a letter 
o f dismissal was copied to 
the National Head Quarters of 
the ANPP in Abuja. Adding 
that, “the action of the Farouk 
ANPP faction is a last resort 
for them to make themselves 
politically relevant as politi­
cians everywhere are gearing 
up for the 2007 elections,” he 
said.

He said , “ People o f  
Jigawa State have lost total 
confidence on the member 
and his cohort collaborators 
who do not see anything 
good in what Saminu Turaki 
is doing for the people of the 
state, and that is why the 
people he is representing at 
the national house of repre­

sentative withdrew their votes 
on him.”

Also speaking at the con­
ference, the Publicity Secre­
tary announced that it was as 
a result o f Turaki’s single- 
handed contribution to the 
ANPP at the National level 
that the party  leadersh ip

the N ational Executive 
Council (NEC), meeting in 
Jigawa State.

“Because o f  Ibrahim  
Saminu Turaki’s pertinent 
support for the ANPP in the 
country, the National body 
deemed it fit to carry out its 
NEC meeting in Jigawa

W hile com m enting on 
Turaki’s alleged anti-party 
activities during the recent 
PDP de-registration exercise 
saying, “The governor as a 
citizen o f the country he is 
free to choose to belong in 
any political party  in the 
country.”

ference w ere the Stat 
H ouses o f  A ssem b 
Speaker, Alhaji Mustapha Yu 
D utse, m em ber Federa 
House o f Representative, rep 
resenting Gagarawa Gume 
Sule Tankarkar Federal Cor 
stituency, A lhaji Ibrahim 
Hannun Giwa.

Cleric advocates over-hauling of Hajj operations
T

Ihe Deputy Imam of Area 
Central Mosque 

Abuja, Ustaz Muhammad 
bin Yahaya, has called on the 
Federal Government to over-haul 
the Hajj operations for the ben­
efit of intending pilgrims in the 
country.

Ustaz bin Yahaya, who made 
the call while delivering his Fri­
day sermon said that the total 
over-hauling of Hajj operations 
was the only solution.

He said “we observe that the 
Hajj operations have collapsed 
and deteriorated to an extent that

By A b u b ak ar H aru n a ,
Reporter

the total over-hauling of the en­
tire operations is the only alter­
native.”

He also attributed lack of 
proper preparations to \h e  
shoddy plan of successful Hajj 
operations in the country.

According to him, Nigeria 
should emulate other countries 
in ensuring safety and welfare of 
their pilgrims both within and out 
side the country.

He described politics as one 
of the major obstacles effecting

Hajj operations saying that if 
politicians realise that the entire 
hajj is a divine obligation for God 
Almighty, there wouldn’t be fail­
ure in the entire system.

But according to him, politi­
cians have made the task given 
to them as personal, alleging that 
some of them politicised the en­
tire system for their own ben­
efit.

Bin Yahaya, expressed dis­
may over the disgraceful attitude 
of some Nigerian pilgrims in the 
Holy land saying some of them 
are involved in scavenging rather

than concentrating on their re I 
gious obligation of Hajj.

He observed that Go\ err 
ment should sermon all the staJu 
holders in the Hajj system ar . 
fashion out modalities to adore-- 
what he referred as mess in th 
last Hajj operation.

He advised the govemmer 
not to listen to the section o' 
people calling it to withdra 
from Hajj operations inststn 
that some people want to us 
mischievous tactics to diver 
government’s attention from it 
primary responsibilities.

In growing your pension fund, we put the IBTC Group’s wealth of 
investment management experience behind you. As your Pension Fund 

Administrator (PFA), we ensure that the future never meet# you unprepared.
Let ut »how you the way to « better future,

Cult U* on 0104 PENSION (0104 7367488}, OIOS PENSION (0808 7587488),
1 * 8 ° * ' 01*2716000, P ort H arcourt: 084-574725,482883, A bu ja : 09-234*178/7 o r  log  on to  w w w .lb tc.com

IBTC PENSION M ANAGERS I JMITED
RC510990 ,

Head Office: 5A Oko Awo Street off Adetokunbo Ademola Street Victoria tsfand Lagos Nigeria. Tel: 01-2716000 
Registered Office: I.B.T.C. Piaca Waiter Carrington Crescent PO Box 71707 Victoria Island Lagos Nigeria. 

Facsimile: +234-1-2716021/2 E-mail: pensionmanagers@tbtc.com
Think IBTC!

http://www.lbtc.com
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has said.
Speaking at the monthly 

briefing in his office, Alhaji 
M usa Shanono d isc losed

Development Fund
In a b id  to fa s t-track  

tourism development in 
the country, the federal 

governm ent has endorsed 
•he establishment o f Tourism 
Development Fund (TDF) to 
enable stakeholders have 
access to the fund in form of 
soft loans.

The TDF is part o f  the 
d ra ft N a tio n a l T ourism  
D evelopm ent M aster Plan 
currently before the World 
T ourism  O rg an isa tio n  
(WTO) and expected to be 
su b m itted  to  the federa l 
government in April this year.

The fund, when establ­
ished w ill ass is t tourism  
operators like hoteliers, airli­
ners, leisure and travel agen­
cies to have opportunity o f 
accessing the fund as loan 
on long term period with low 
interest rates.

Speaking at the stakeh­
olders’ forum with tourism 
operators in Abuja, President 
Olusegun Obasanjo highli­
ghted the importance o f  the 
m aster plan in the federal 
government’s determination 
to reposition the tourism sec­
tor with a view to making Nig­
eria a world tourist desti­
nation.

“We w an t N ig e ria  to 
come into the mainstream of 
global tourism as the largest 
industry in the world,” the 
President said.

He noted that the master 
plan “is rich enough to propel 
us” into giving the tourism 
industry a new face.

According to him, when 
completed, the project will 
also attract tourism  inves­
tment into the country not 
only in monetary terms, but 
a lso  in jo b  crea tion , and

By Mohammed S. Shehu 
& Benjamin Auta

appealed to all stakeholders 
to make input into the draft 
tourism plan.

Reacting to the develo­
pment, the Culture and Tou­
rism Minister, Ambassador 
Frank N. Ogbuewu. described 
the project as a dream come 
true for the tourism sector, 
and urged stakeholders to 
consider it as spring board for 
the d eve lopm en t o f  the 
sector.

The project will be prese­
nted to the Council on Tour­
ism  and the P resid en tia l 
C ouncil on Tourism ; the 
h ighest tourism  decision  
body in the country, before 
the final approval by the 
Federal Executive Council.

In addition, the gover­
nment has set up machinery 
to formalize cultural cooper­
ation between Nigeria and 
Romania.

The to u rism  m in is te r 
d isc lo sed  th is  w hen the 
Rom anian A m bassador to 
Nigeria, Dr. Emil Rapcea, paid 
him a courtesy call in his 
office in Abuja.

Ogbuewu, who was repr­
esented by the Perm anent 
Secretary of the ministry, Mr. 
Solomon D. Matankari, said 
the b ila te ra l coopera tion  
between the two countries 
would b e  o f  benefit to both 
countries through cultural 
exchange as well as in the 
area o f  tourism facilitation 
and promotion.

The Rom anian am bas­
sador later presented a Rom­
anian globe trotter, Mr. Gala- 
tanu Virgil, to the minister as 
a sym bol o f  R o m an ia ’s 
interest in tourism.

Lagos White Cap Chiefs at the laying o f  Wreaths Ceremony in commemoration o f2006 Arm ed Forces Rememberance I >u i 
celebration held in Lagos ...recently. Pix: Oladipupo Odun,

Ladoja: We will wait for the court before we react -FG
The federal government 

has said that it would 
depend on the deci­

sion o f courts over the contr­
oversial impeachment o f the 
Governor o f Oyo State, Chief 
R ashidi Ladoja, before it 
makes any public pronou­
ncement on the issue.

A tto rney  G eneral and 
M inister o f  Justice, C hief 
Bayo Ojo (SAN) made this 
known while briefing journ­
alists on the recent actions 
the federa l governm en t 
intends to take in order to 
decongest the prisons.

“As we all know when a 
case is in court, it becomes 
pre-judice to comment on it. 
“We will wait for the courts 
to give judgment. As you are 
aware many cases had been 
instituted on the issues, some 
in Ibadan and another at the 
Federal High Court in Abuja 
so let us wait for the outcome 
o f theses cases,” Ojo said.

On measures to employ to 
decongest the prisons, Ojo 
said that the Federal Exec­
utive Council had directed 
that Awaiting Trial Persons 
who have awaited trial for 
five years and above for wha­
tever offence be considered 
for bail.

Also ATPs 
m inor offences 
stayed in prison for a term 
longer than they would have 
ordinarily served if convicted 
should be granted uncond­
itional release immediately.

He said that FEC had also 
directed that police officers 
who were in charge o f mis­
sing case files be prosecuted 
for obstruction o f justice.

O ther m easures put in

Bv Ruby Rabiu, Senior Reporter

p lace  to deco n g est the 
prisons are: the designation 
o f six locations in each o f the 
geopolitical zones as half­
way homes for the rehabi­
litation and re-education of 
about to be released inmates.

M eanw hile , the  new  
g o v ern o r o f  O yo S ta te , 
Otunba Christopher Bayo A. 
Akala, yesterday declared 
that he cannot be sued in any 
civil proceedings.

In a motion on notice filed 
on his behalf by Chief Lateef 
Fagbemi (SAN), at the Court 
yesterday, Akala who asked 
for an order striking out his 
name and that o f  the Acting 
Chief Judge o f Oyo State, as 
51*1 and 6™ defendants also

Kano 
N6bn

Tt
A  N

requested for an order dismi­
ssing the suit for “want o f 
competence o f jurisd-iction.” 

The g rounds o f  his 
application include: The 5th 
defendant (Akala) cannot be 
sued in any civil proceedings 
as he enjoys immunity under 
and by virtue o f section 308 
o f the 1999 Constitution; The 
6™ defendant (Acting Chief 
Judge) as sued is no t a 
juristic personality; The 6t‘l 
defendant enjoys ju d ic ia l 
immunity in the discharge of 
his ju d ic ia l function  and 
cannot be sued; The claim o f 
the plaintiff has nothing to do 
with the interpretation o f the 
C onstitution vis-a-vis any 
agency o f  the federal govern­
ment; The filing o f the suit is 
an abuse o f  court process;

The plaintiff’s claim ias 
d isc lo sed  any reason.: 
cause o f action, and tha: 
Federal High Court is no 
appropriate forum to file 
suit.

One Omosanya Pop 
from the Chambers o f La:. 
Fagbem i (SA N ) in an 
paragraph affidavit dep> 
claims that there are ap; 
priate courts in Ibadan v. 
the complaint being raises 
the p la in tiff can be de:. 
mined and that the plan : 
deliberately joined the A;: 
mey General o f  the Fed. 
ation and Inspector Gene- 
o f Police who had nothin j 
do with the impeachirK 
process so as to confer ju- 
diction on the Federal Hi. 
Court.

over 
revenue

ie Kano State govern­
ment has targeted over 
N6 billion as revenue 

generation o f  the state for 
this year. The state Commis­
sioner o f  F inance, A lhaji 
M usa Sulaim an Shanono.

M usa
that the State Board o f Inte­
rnal Revenue is expected to 
generate the total sum o f 2.1 
billion in the year 2006.

The commissioner ther­
efore appealed to all revenue 
generation agencies to put 
heads together to ensure that 
the target set in p lace is 
actualised.

By Yusuf Adamu Ibrahim, Kano

Governor Ibrahim Shekarau

A lhaji M usa Sulaim  - 
Shanono also implored 
accounting officers in ’K 
state to ensure that ali th. - 
returns for the year 2CK>5 a-. 
be ing  fo rw arded  to ihe 
appropriate organisations > n 
time.

Turning to the monthK 
receipts and disbursem e’ ' 
for the months o f Decern K - 
2005, the commissioner s 
the state has received the 
total o f  N6.7 billion, and 
disbursed the sum o f Nh < 
billion.

He said as at 31st Dece­
mber, the state govern 
has a ba lance  o f  
N262,771,029.56 as against 
N ovem ber w hich stand .it 
N235,150,249.58.

From Jam ilah Nuhu,A^awo

Hajj: Return 
flights to Kano slow

Obasanjo 
endorses Tourism

A irlift o f  pilgrims back 
to K ano is ex p eri­
encing a hitch as out 

~Jl of the over 7000 pilgrims only 
about 2,766 has returned so 
far made up o f Jigawa and 
Kano since the com m enc­
ement o f the operation a week 
ago.

The Kano zonal coordin­
ator o f the Directorate o f Pilg­
rims Affairs, Alhaji Mustapha 
Chinade, confirmed this to 
newsmen in Kano.

He stated that the “speed 
o f operation is slow due to 
some reasons given by the 
airline carriers, Kabo Air,” 
adding that, “there are some 
minor problem which they are 
trying to rectify.”

He however, stated that 
the M eridian A ir has ju s t 
started the airlift o f  pilgrims, 
but tha t it has a lready  
a irlifted  all Jigaw a State 
pilgrims and is about to start 
the airlift o f  other pilgrims 
from Bauchi.

Alhaji Mustapha Chinade

exp ressed  op tim ism  that 
everything would be in order 
as he was going to Jeddah to 
help coordinate the exercise.

As at the time o f filling 
th is report investiga tions 
indicated  that only seven 
flights have operated since 
the commencement o f opera­
tions in Kano zone.

Meanwhile, further inves­
tigations have shown that so 
far pilgrims who have retu­
rned have expressed satisf­
action  w ith the P ilg rim s’ 
Welfare Board as most o f  
them have collected  their 
luggage.

They also said that their 
luggage was intact and had 
not been tampered with.

They called on Kabo Air 
and the P ilgrim s W elfare 
B oard  to see that the 
remaining pilgrims in Saudi 
Arabia return on time as most 
o f them have spent all their 
money there.
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Controversy rocks chairmen tenure in Benue
From Hir Joseph.

Correspondent (Makurdi)

ex-governor

Deeper Life Bible Church overseer Pastor, Pastor Batiji Adebusuya (right) and the church Group Co-ordinator Pastors, 
Brother Sunday Vdosen, during the Pre Heralding the Abuja Liberation Crusade, held in Abuja ...Saturday.

Pix: Felix Onigbinde.

Gov Mu’azu decries insecurity
The Bauchi State Gov­

ernor, Alhaji Ahmadu 
A damu M u’azu, has 

expressed concern over the 
| nation’s insecurity situation, 
i just as he said the nation’s 
i insecurity  is everybody’s 
responsibility.

Speaking to newsmen in 
; K ano, G o v ern o r M u ’azu 
d isc lo sed  tha t it is the 
responsibility of all Nigerians 
to ensure security o f  both 
lives and p ro p erty  o f  
Nigerians.

“N igerians should put 
heads together at all levels to 
ensure adequate security in 
the country for their own 
benefit.”

From Yusha'u Adamu Ibrahim, Kano

He pointed out that the 
police, the soldiers, the SSS, 
the fa rm ers , the b u s in e ­
ssmen, the students and all 
stakeholders have their roles 
to p lay  in the n a tio n ’s 
security, and therefore they 
should play their roles to 
com plem ent governm ent’s 
effort in that respect.

Alhaji M u’azu, who was 
in the state to condole the 
former Kano State governor, 
Alhaji Abubakar Rimi, over 
the death o f his eldest son, 
Alhaji Adamu Abubakar Rimi, 
said that government alone

responsibility in the country, 
and  th e re fo re  N ig erian s 
should assist government in 
that respect.

“People should remember 
that we are in democracy and 
d em o cracy  need s e v e ry ­
b o d y ’s p a r tic ip a tio n ,” 
M u’azu emphasised.

G o v ern o r M u ’azu

therefore called on Nigerians 
to embark on serious prayers 
w ith a view to preventing 
future occurrence o f  such 
unfortunate incidence. He 
also prayed to Almighty God 
to grant the souls o f  both late 
H ajia Sa’adatu and Alhaji 
A dam u A bu b ak ar R im i 
eternal rest.

The Kwara State gover­
nm ent has c a u ti­
oned former governor, 

Mohammed Lawal, to shut 
up and tackle the Economic 
and Financial Crimes Comm­
ission (EFCC) currently inve­
stigating  his past shoddy 
deals in the defunct State 
P rim ary Education Board 
(SPEB).

Reacting to Lawal’s utter­
ances recently, the s ta te ’s 
Commissioner for Education, 
Barrister Lanre Daibu, at a 
press conference in Ilorin 
declared the former governor 
as unfit to seek any political 
office in 2007 because he has 
been indicted by the Justice 
O luyem isi A jayi Judicial 
Commission of Inquiry report 
w hich also  asked  him  to 
refund over N600 m illion 
a lleg ed ly  squandered  at 
SPEB.

Similarly, Alhaji Lawal is 
also  to refund over N 1.2 
billion water rehabilitation 
fund which report has been 
fo rw arded  to both  the 
Independent Corrupt Pract­
ices Commission (ICPC) and

From Abdulrazaq Adeba>
Correspondent (Ilorin>

and appropriate action.
The former governor h 

addressed press conferer 
in Lagos claiming that I 
rising profile was scan 
Governor Bukola Sarak 
administration.

However, the educati 
commissioner faults his c L 
declaring that “Lawal she  
shut up, as he has a ca-e 
answer with both EFCC 
ICPC,” while his 2007 ai, 
ition hangs in the balance . 
to the dirty deals, and ; 
cruel conspiracies h e w  
allegedly enmeshed in vh - 
in power.

Barrister Daibu descri b . 
L aw a l’s u tte ran ces 
unfortunate, and asked h 
to face his problems w ith : 
EFCC and ICPC.

In the sam e vein , the 
s ta te ’s C om m issioner I 
Information, Alhaji Abd 
Rahim Adedoyin, said Law 
who could not win his w. 
while in power could not e I.
any rising profile, 

the EFCC for investigation He said while some

FG to relocate two prisons
r p hUIhe federal government 

has revealed plans to
  relocate Abeokuta and

Ikoyi prisons for security  
reaso n s as the p resen t 
en v iro n m en t has been

Senate task NACRDB 
on loan recovery

N igeria Agricultural Co­
operative and Rural 
D evelopm ent Bank 

(NACRDB) has been charged 
to ensure total recovery of 
loans given out to farmers 
and other investors.

Speaking during a visit of 
| the Senate Com m ittee on 
Agriculture to the Kaduna 
headquarters o f  the bank, 
over the weekend, chairman 

i o f  jthq,committee. Senator, 
Mohammed Ohjarefsaid 'ii'i'/

can no , shoulder the security | »»  " rb»"
The Acting Comptroller 

General o f Prisons, Mr. Uche 
Kalu, made this known during 
an interactive session with 
senior Prisons officers, where 
he emphasised that the two 
present locations constitute 
security risk to the inmates 
in view o f the recent jail- 
break.

He explained that due to 
the urgency o f the situation, 
the federal government has 
already awarded a contract 
for the construction o f new’ 
Abeokuta Prison, which will 
be followed by that o f Ikoyi.

He also stated that Ogw- 
ashi-Uku Prison, where there 
was a jail-break, would be 
co m p le ted  and co m m is­
sioned this year, alongside 
the Agitata Prison,- n  ,

On Nigerian prisons Kjaly. 
said that he had set tip a

F rom A bd ul Raheem Aodu,
Correspondent (Kaduna)

oiily total recover, o f  such 
loans th&t dan ensure the 
sustenance o f  the bank and 
save it from liquidation.

S ena to r O hiare  said  
further that the bank’s efforts 
to boost agriculture and rural 
developm ent will soon be 
uplifted as a bill on agricu­
lture developm en; fund is 
currently receiving attention 

I at fh rsen ite* ' " ^  ’

By Shehu O thm an Shehu
com m ittee  to pu rsu e  the 
Austrian prisons project and 
to see that it is pursued to its 
logical conclusion to ensure 
tha t ‘we have a m odern 
convict prison’.

In the Federal C apital 
Territory, he continued, ‘the 
Austrian government in 2004 

ised to build  a full- 
edged prison and acces­

sories in the FCT. All these 
are efforts geared towards 
ex pand ing  the p rison  
infrastructure to enable us to 
contain our inmates in secure 
custodies’.

The acting com ptroller 
added th a t" th e  federal 
government is re-shuffling 
top P risons m anagem ent 
staff in order to inject dyna­
mism into the administration 
o f Nigerian Prisons Service.

Mr. Kalu added that some 
A ssis tan t C o m p tro lle rs  
General and Comptrollers of 
Prisons were being moved 
throughout the couwli t- to 

jfireflact lhis<chuitucnHe ssJded

security  and environm ent 
were released last year, but 
these circulars were either 
half implemented or not at all.

“The reshuffle o f these 
officers is intended to ene­
rgise the contents o f  these 
circulars so that security- 
based Prisons administration 
could be achieved all over the 
country,” he added.

Kalu, while commenting 
on the health o f  inmates, said 
plans were underway/to com­
m ission the drug (•compo­
unding laboratory at Kuje, 
which will ease tn i flow of 
drugs to prisoners.

Sound ing  a no te  o f  
warning to the officers; and 
men o f  Prisons, Kalu said 
they should be innovative in 
managing the changing faces 
o f  ‘our prison today. T h e  
prisons we manage today are 
markedly different from those 
we had before. In the past, 
we used to have convicts in 
custoSy w'ho we: try  to 
reform. But today, many of 
the awaiting; trial persons 
have been in the^uMody ibS' 
so Iona.

Lawal’s aides who perpc' 
ated the scandal were co< -p 
erating with the concerm 
authorities on how to ret'ui • 
their alleged loot, “Law al w . 
should be behind bars is st 
talking about rising profile 

The information com 
ission further cautioned on . 
opposition groups in the st . 
to be ready as the go \ c  
nment is prepared for then 
their coordinated attack> or 
government.

’ : J*
r i fit it f- O )t
Governor Buknla San:

Kwara
govt cautions

relevant authorities on ” 
need to aid BSIEC in tl 
conduct o f  the next loc 
government polls,” it adde 

Meanwhile, the LG chair 
men in the state have cont 
nued to lay pressure on tl 
state’s Assembly to proper 
define their status in offie e 
respect o f period o f tenure 

On the forefront on tK  
agitation are council cha> 
rmen for Otukpo, Konsh: s1 
and Ushongo, honourable 
Godwin Obla, Joseph Ah 
and Isaac Mtu, respect). e 

But the A ssem bly h. 
continued to maintain silen 
even less than three mont; 
to the election date o f  Mar 
27.

Tenure of three years was 
in February 2000 passed into 
law' by the state’s House of
A ssem bly , but w as la te r 
amended to only two years 
in 2002. In 2003, the House 
revisited the amendment Act, 
w hich was assented upon 
only six months later, thereby

th ro w in g  con fu sio n  in 
between chairm en and the 
leg is la tu re  as the form er 
questioned why they should 
spend only two years at a 
time the Act for three years 
ushered them into office.

As a result, chairmen req­
uested the state government 
to recognise the law which 
ushered them into office, by 
allowing them to complete

th e ir  th ree years term , a 
d eve lopm en t w hich has 
placed the sta te ’s Indepe­
ndent Electoral Commission 
(BSIEC) in a state o f dilemma, 
as it does not know whether 
or not to, conduct the LG 
election next March.

But civil societies in the 
state have risen to face the 
commission by requesting to 
either kick-start preparations

towards conducting election 
in March or to state the next 
step to take.

Lawyers Alert, a Makurdi 
based  c iv il soc ie ty  
organisation, in a statement 
on behalf o f other groups in 
the state and signed by its 
president, Mr. Rommy Mom, 
said it would not condone 
any further silence from the 
commission in respect o f the 
awaited M arch 2006 local 
government poll.

“Whichever way, we pray 
you (BSIEC) to commence 
preparations in concert with 
the law i f  voter education 
and other logistics. We in the 
civil socie "v will at the same 
time bring p essure to bear on

T he thorny issues in 
respect o f  the tenure of 
local governm en t 

chairmen in Benue State have 
given rise to fresh com pli­
cations as civil societies are 
now pitched against both the 
state governm ent and the 
legislature, demanding a clear 

i definition of the Local Gover­
nm ent A ct 2000 and its 
amendments.
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A  Nigerian, Mallam Isa 
A bba A dam u has 
been appointed the 

executive Editor o f the Brit­
ish Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC)’s Africa and Middle 
East region. He is the first Ni­
gerian to be appointed to this 
position. Isa Abba Adamu 
from Kano state joined the

By Isa Sanusi,
Assist. News Editor

BBC Hausa service in 1987.
The Head of Africa nad 

Middle East Region o f the 
BBC, Mr. Jerry Timmins who 
announced the appointment 
it followed a competitive in­
terview. Until his appoint-

MRD is blackmailing
US -  IN EC
T he Independent N a­

tional Electoral Com­
mission (INEC) has 

j accused the M ovement for 
| the Restoration o f Democ- 
j  racy (MRD) o f engaging in 
blackmail in its quest to be 

I registered as a political party.
MRD, which has merged 

t  with the Movement for the 
[D efence  o f  D em ocracy  
i (MDD) to form MRDD now 
seeking reg istra tion  from 
INEC, had accused the com­
mission of imposing stringent, 
unconstitutional registration 
conditions.

But INEC in an undated 
statement made available to 
Daily Trust in Abuja on Fri­
day said the conditions set 
were statutory and that the 
group was playing to the gal­
lery rather than going by the 
rules.

The statement, signed by 
INEC’s director o f  public af- 

xll>-\ fairs, Segun Adeogun, said 
the commission had said time 
and again that it would not 
stop any group from partak­
ing in the 2007 polls provided 
the conditions are met.

“Therefore, rather than 
engaging in ungodly black­
mail, all political associations, 
wanting to be registered as 
political parties, should expe- 

} ditiously complete the appli- 
} cation form and return same 
i with necessary requirements 
j to the Independent National 
I Electoral Commission for nec- 
| essary action. MRD should 
f do sam e.” The sta tem ent 
| said.

D ism issing the alleged 
I M RD’s grouses, INEC said 
i further that it had not seen 
j  any application form from the 
j group and all claims o f strin- 
i gent conditions were “base­
less and o f no substance.”

It said “It is necessary to 
! state that the Movement for 
the Restoration o f  Democ­
racy applied for the applica­
tion form for registration as a 
political party and was sup­
plied immediately stating the 
conditions that must be met 
for registration as political 
party.

“Conditions for registra­
tion as applicable to other 
associations that were regis­
tered include the following; (i) 
address o f the national head­
quarters of the association at 
the Federal Capital Territory 
(FCT); (ii) names, addresses 
and signatures of its national 

! Hi i i  B' tl ! J > IE ill -Ji 
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By Habeeb I. Pindiga,
Assistant Political Editor

executive membess; (iii) the 
constitution and nanifesto of 
the association, (iv) tenancy 
agreement o f association’s 
headquarters office in the 
Federal C apital T erritory 
(FCT) and evidence of pay­
ment o f one hundred thou­
sand naira (N 100, 000.00) as 
application fees.

“It is therefore necessary 
to state that (i) MRD has not 
submitted its application form 
for registration as political 
party up to this time of press 
release, (ii) MRD’s claim to the 
effect that it should establish 
offices in thirty six states, in­
cluding Abuja. as a precondi­
tion is not only spurious, but 
mendacious and is a figment 
o f  the association’s imagina­
tion.”

ment, Isa Abba Adamu is the 
head o f BBC’s Hausa Serv ice 
in Bush House, London.

Bom in 1961, Isa Abba 
holds a Bachelors Degree in 
M ass C om m unication  o f  
Bayero University, Kano and 
Master o f Arts degree in mass 
Communication from Univer­
sity of Leicester, United King­
dom.

He started his journalism 
career at the former Gongola 
Broadcasting Corporation as 
Radio P o rducer and 
Presenter.Married with four 
children, Isa Abba Adamu is 
the first Nigerian to Head the 
Hausa service of the BBC. The Minister o f  State Internal AJfairs, Dr. Joseph Odidi Itotoh and the Minister o f  Indu -n (. hie f 

Fidelis Tapgun (right) discussing during a function at State House, Abuja... recently.

Treason: Dokubo goes on 
appeal over trial judge

T5A v<

Isa Abba Adam u

Health workers task 
NASS on Bill

M edical and health  
workers across the 
country have called 

on members, o f  the National 
Assembly to ensure the im­
mediate passage o f  the Na­
tional Health Bill currently 
before the legislators.

Rising from a national ex­
ecutive council meeting, the 
medical and health workers 
said that the immediate pas­
sage o f  the bill to an act by 
the legislators was necessary 
as the document seeks to ad­
d ress the  prob lem s o f  
healthcare delivery in the 
country.

President o f the Medical 
and Health Workers Union of 
Nigeria (MHWUN), Comrade 
Ayuba Wabba and the secre­
tary general o f  the union, 
C om rade M arcus I.
Qmokhuale. said that the bill 
also seeks to establish a Na­
tional Healthcare Commission 
to tack le  problem s o f 
healthcare delivery in  the 
country.

According to them, the 
bill would also enshrine the 
establishment o f State Pri­
mary Healthcare Boards in the 
36 states o f the federation, in­
cluding the Federal Capital 
Territory as well as local gov­
ernment heairhcare authori­
ties in all the 177 local gov­
ernments across the country.

By Abdullahi M. Gulloma,
Reporter

what they referred to as “dis­
criminatory manner” in which 
the monetization policy o f the 
federal government is imple­
mented, saying that the work­
ers in national tertiary insti­
tu tions w ere being sho rt­
changed by the authorities 
concerned.

le Leader o f  the Niger 
D e lta  P e o p le ’s 
Volunteer Force, Alhaji 

Mujahid Dokubo Asari has 
asked the court o f Appeal to 
d isq u a lify , Ju stice  Peter 
O layiw ola o f  the Federal 
High Court from hearing the 
case o f  felony treason filed 
against him by the Federal 
Government.

Alhaji Mujahid Dokubo 
Asari is also asking the court 
o f  Appeal to make an order 
overruling the decision o f 
Judge Peter Olayiwola who 
in s is ts  th a t he w ould  
continue to adjudicate on the 
m a tte r d esp ite  the 
apprehension shown by the 
accused  perso n  tha t he 
would be biased.

It would be recalled that 
Alhaji Mujahid Dokubo Asari 
had filed a m otion at the 
federal high court asking the 
tria l ju g d e , Ju stice  Peter 
O lay iw o la  to d isq u a lify  
himself from the case, but the 
Judge dismissed the suit and

Confusion mars distribution 
of national ID card

c

T h e  m e d u  
w o r k e r s  a l>c
■j-’J y . -ii. ii,
;n qi to  ) -ii

onfusion has trailed 
the distribution o f the 

■ national identity cards 
in Ilorin, the Kwara state capi­
tal.

Daily Trust investigations 
revealed in Ilorin yesterday 
on the third day of the exer­
cise that some members of the 
public could not find their ID 
cards at their registration cen­
tres which also served as the 
collection centres in the heart 
o f Ilorin township.

Others had to search from 
one centre to the other with­
out success, while only few 
were successful to locate their 
ID cards at centres where they 
did not register initially.

Officials in charge o f the 
d istribu tion  exercise also 
failed to report at 8 am at their 
duty posts as some were re-

From Abdulrazaq Adebayo,
Correspondent (Ilorin)

ported to have been report­
ing for duty at 11 am, leaving 
interested members o f  the 
public to wait endlessly.

At centre RC. 095 o ff 
Adangba road, Ilorin, where 
Daily Trust visited at 9.30 am 
Mr. Adetoro Adedayo, an of­
ficial in charge of distribution, 
said “there has been a mix up 
of the ID cards” and advised 
those who could not get the 
cards at their initial registra­
tion centres to lodge their 
complaints to the DNCR of­
fice at Oloje in Ilorin.

Daily Trust noticed that 
ID cards meant for people 
from Pakata, Gambari and Air­
port areas were found at reg­
istration centres in Adangba 
and Qn\<t>da quavers.*,- *
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By Ruby Rabiu,
Senoir Reporter 

in s is ted  on h ea rin g  the 
matter.

Dokubo Asari who was 
saddened  by the ju d g e ’s 
decision to continue to hear 
the case flared up and reined 
abuses on the judge in open 
court telling him that he was 
simply an instrument in the 
hands o f  the P resid en t 
Obasanjo who is determined 
to  c lam p  dow n on all 
opposition.

A copy  o f  the appeal 
made available to Daily Trust, 
Dokubo stated that the trial 
Judge erred in law when he 
refused to disqualify him self 
from adjudicating further on 
the case.

In th e ir particu la rs  to 
ex p la in  the g rounds o f  
appeal, he maintain that the 
trial judge had failed to realise 
that the question was not if 
the  C h ie f  Judge w as 
administratively competent 
to assign cases but rather 
‘the c ircu m stan ces  and 
unorthodoxy surrounding 
the appointment o f Justice 
Olayiwola all the way from 
Benin and the impression it 
would leave in the minds of 
the o rd inary  m em bers o f  
society’.

In their grounds two, he 
averred that the Judge failed 
to exercise his d iscretion 
jud ic ia lly  and jud iciously  
when he adjourned the case 
for nearly two months

He argued that it was 
unreasonable for the judge ,to 
adjourn the matter for such a 
long time without giving any 
valid explanations bearing in 
mind that criminal cases are 
ad journed  on day to day 
bases.

He stressed that it was 
the constitutional right o f an 
accused person to have his 
matter heard expeditiously 
and this has being violated 
by the Judge.

In the reliefs sought by 
the Dokubo he is asking the 
A ppeal court to make an 
aider overruling a l. deaisions;

il. IV O  J I (II 3 M G: I lit
,b s<- or

made by the tria 
also seeking th^: h.  ̂
to disqualify h i i rv  
ad ju d ica tin g  on 
matter.

Daily Trust ha.: - 
that Justice Peter ( Ha 
giving his ruling or 
application that h . 
h im se lf  from  
because he[D okan  
apprehensive that be 
not get justice beca us 
v ario u s c ircu it's  
surrounding the case 
Peter Olayewola sa k 
was a normal praci 
C h ie f  Judge to  dc> 
assign any judge r - 
division to hear a pa 
case at the Federa 
Court.

The Judge said ' 
think that because . 
was transferred  u 
division to sit on an 
enough grounds for . 
to allege bias, and m 
applicants are not sa - 
the Judge is biase : 
facts has being tahK\ 
effect, th is appl . a 
dismissed’.

Festus Keyam 
to the accused per-, 
told the court that f  
to exerc ise  th e r  
powers by wav of ap 
they were not sati- 
the judgem ent of tl 
but th a t they  w 
complain further

Alhaji Dokobu V 
in te rru p ted  tlu  
p ro ceed in g s i'  • 
perm ission to a, i 
court since he ' 
sub jec t m atter 
litigations.

Dokubo sail/ 
oppose this ac; 
to me, what sort o 
is this [he was >cr 
shouting at the 
voice, the court i 
quite], how can a 
me to prison f( ■ 
w ithou t any 
ev id en ce  aga 
W ithou t any 
evidence, yon 
disgracing yoi"-- 
|U<,Hejqry.t  , iT _

” V ', « i, ft. ->

ances 
Justice 
that it 
for the 
ide to 
m any 
ticular 

High

M e w s
Nigerian becomes BBC’s 
Africa and M/East editor
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H ives o f  Vice President Atiku Abubakar are (L-R): Hajiya Titi, Princess Ruqayya and Jamila at the wedding reception o f  the vice 
president’s children in Yola ...weekened.

Obasanjo condoles Oniyangi family
P re sid en t O lusegun 

O basan jo  has

described late former 
Defence M in-ister, A lhaji 
Mahmud Akanbi Oniyangi as

F ro m  A b d u lra za q A d e b ay o ,
Correspondent (Ilorin)

a great son o f Nigeria who 
served his comm-unity and 
nation with distin-ction in

Why corruption
persists - Gov Sheriff

B orno state governor, 
A lha ji A li M odu 
Sherrif has identified 

! poor remuneration packages 
for public and political office 
holders as one o f the reasons 

I why corruption persists in 
| the country.

The governor, made this 
[ observation in Maiduguri at 
j the weekend while receiving 
| m em bers o f  the Revenue 
Mobilisation, Allocation and 

I F isca l C om m ission
(RMAFC), who visited the 
state to consult with senior 

| fu n c tio n a rie s  in the 
executive, legislative and 

j jud ic ia ry  branches o f  the 
j governm ent on proposed  
j  rev iew  o f  rem u n era tio n  
packaged in the country.

G overno r S h errif, 
ex p la ined  that poor take 
home pay for public servants 
and political office holders 
often make them device illegal 
w ays o f  increasin g  the ir 
earnings so as to enjoy a 
good living.

The governo r, who 
expresses support for the 
ongoing effort o f the RMAFC 
to w ork out a new 
rem uneration package for 
civil servants and political 
office holders, added that 
corruption can be fought if 
the right payment package is 
put in place in the country. 
“Corruption can be totally 
fought in the country  by 
providing a realistic salary' 
package for al! public and 
political office holders,” he 
said.

Sherrif, also said that his 
administration has presented 
a bill before the state House 
o f  Assembly on the payment 
o f pension for past governors 
ot the state.

The bill, he explained, is 
part o f  his administration’s 
effort at curbing corruption 
among political office holders

From Abdullahi Bego,
Assistant Editor (Maiduguri)

befo re  and  a fte r leav ing  
office, saying that it would 
make them concentrate on 
serving their people and not 
w orry ing  about life after 
leaving office.

A com m issioner o f  the 
RMAFC, Bello Kware, who 
represented the chairm an, 
Engineer Ham m an Tukur, 
said that the ongoing effort 
at reviewing salaries and their 
remuneration packages for 
public and political office 
holders was meant to deter­
mine a remuneration pack­
aged that is ‘fair, realistic and 
g en era lly  a c c e p ta b le ,’ 
particularly  follow ing the 
receipt o f complaints from 
various beneficiaries o f the 
remuneration package which 
was reviewed back in 1999.

T hese co m p la in ts , he 
added , ranged  from  the 
paym ent o f  severance  
a llo w an ce , v eh ic le  loan, 
accommodation, placement 
to o m ission  of certa in  
categories o f officc holders 
in the package review.

“ In the light o f  the 
fo reg o in g , and having 
applied  the rem uneration 
package since May, 1999 and 
(also) g iven  the changing 
econom ic rea lities in the 
co u n try  over the sam e 
p e r io d ,,  the  com m ission  
embarked on a review o f the 
remuneration package... in 
co n su lta tio n  w ith  top 
government functionaries in 
the executive, legislature and 
ju d ic ia ry  at all levels o f  
government with a view to 
obtaining their inputs which 
would guide the commission 
in d e te rm in in g  a 
remuneration package that is 
fair, realistic and generally 
acceptable,” he said.

many spheres during his life 
time.

In his condolence letter to 
the elder son o f the decease, 
Alhaji AbdulRazaq Oniyangi 
and delivered by the Chief o f 
Staff, Presidency, General 
Moha-mmed Abdullahi at the 
Fidau on Friday the president 
said “he touched many peo­
ple in a positive way and the 
nation will miss this political 
g ian t w hose  in te lle c t, 
in teg rity , hardw ork  and 
vision improved not only his 
immed iate community in the 
Ilorin emirate but also Kwara 
state and Nigeria as a whole.”

President Obasanjo said 
the late minister’s life o f long 
devo tion  to se lf-d ev e lo - 
p m ent p ro p e lled  him  to 
pursue and acquire educa­
tional qualific -a tions and 
encourage others to improve

themselves.
In his sermon at the well 

attended ceremony the guest 
speaker, Mr. Justice Saliu 
Mohammed urged Muslims 
to do good because life is 
tra n s ie n t add ing  that 
“people should have the fear 
o f God and not make people 
afraid o f them.”

Among em inent perso­
nalities who graced the fidau  
prayer which was led by the 
Chief Imam o f Ilorin, Alhaji 
M oham m ed B ashir, w ere 
C hief Justice o f  the Feder­
ation, Justice M ohammed 
Lawal Uwais, M in-ister o f 
Justice, Bayo Ojo (SAN), 
Justice M ustapha Aka-nbi, 
Generals David Jemibewon 
and David Bamigboye, and 
the Chief o f Army Staff, Maj. 
Gen. Martin Luther Agwai 
among others.

The vice presidential 
can d id a te  o f  the 
A lliance for D em o­

cracy (AD) in 1999, Alhaji 
Umaru Shinkafi, has said only 
an alliance o f  the Movement 
for the Restoration o f  Dem­
ocracy (MRD), M ovement 
for the Defence o f  D em o­
cracy (MDD), the Movement 
fo r U nity  and  P ro g ress  
(MUP) and the All Nigeria 
Peoples Party (ANPP) can 
forestall the third term amb­
ition o f the Obasanjo pres­
idency.

In a statement titled, the 
urgent need for a National 
Political Focus made avail­
able to the Daily Trust in Kad­
una yesterday, the pioneer 
director general o f  the State 
Security Service (SSS), said 
“the challenges facing on 
politicians concerned at the 
long term  stability  o f  our 
nation as democracy stems 
from the gathering storm o f 
conflict and competition over 
the 2007 presidency and the 
various clandestine schemes 
to  tin k e r w ith the 1999

From Sani Bahadoko, mKnaw
constitution in order to ere i 
an unwarranted avenue :> 
the perpetuation o f  the P! 
administration beyond 20’

“The impetus o f  opp 
sition to the third term ager. 
in my view, should con, 
ntrate on a strong coalitn 
o f political opposition ins 
and outside the PDP agar- 
such a venture, if  it were 
be com e real and nm 
speculative.

“The so-called third te; 
agenda has been elevatec 
the main pre-occupation 
the hijackers o f the PDP 
recent times at the ex per 
o f  critical national i>M 
such as the real cripplo 
economic situation, a> ■ 
osed to the bogus sta-^ 
that are being bandied aN 
and the ensuring paup 
isation o f the workers and 
m asses as w ell 
unem ploym ent, threat- 
individual freedom and ii > 
and general insecur:: 
lives and property.

Zamfara to establish own prisons
T e

JL  e

te Zamfara state gov­
ernment has vowed to 
estab lish  its prisons 

which will accommodate offe­
nders arrested by the hisbah 
commission members in the 
state.

Governor Ahmed Sani, 
made the disclosure at the 
weakened at the Ali Akilu 
Square, Gusau, the state cap­
ital while attending Jum a’at 
special sermon organised by 
the state government in coll­
aboration with the Ministry 
for Religious Affairs.

He, said it is not true that 
members o f the commission 
have no right o f  arrest as 
earlier speculated, as the law

From Salisu Zakari Maradus. <

establ-ishing the com m i" 
empower them to make an 

The governor, who w. 
fu rio u s  o v er the currc; 
im m oral ac tiv ities  tak 
place in the state despite :t 
reintroduction o f  the Sh. 
legal system also directed • r 
chairman o f the comm 
to ensure that they b r.ii 
an end, all the social vice - 

Sani, further, explai: . 
that he will be at the fore ft >« 
dur ing any arrest, should t 
offenders resist, directir,g 
chairman o f the commi-- 
to always inform him of - 
uations and the progre- 
far.

NBTE to accredit 
Federal Training Centres
v.e six Federal Training 

'entres (FTC) located F ro m  A b d u lK ah eem  A odu ,

in the six geopolitical I Correspondent (Kaduna)
zones across the country'will the 2,436 gradaunts at the
soon be accredited by the 
National Board for Technical 
Education (NBTE).

Speaking at the first joint 
graduation ceremony held for

FTC Kaduna over the weak­
ened, the Head o f Service of 
the Federation, Alhaji Yayale 
A hm ed, said  p lan s have 
alm ost been concluded to 
have the schools accredited 
as well as the courses they 
offers.

In line with the progr­
amme, the curriculum o f the 
schools have been reviewed 
and recommendations made 
to enable the schools be at 
same level with counterpart 
m o n o tech n ics  and
polytechnics.

“The National Assembly, 
National University Commi­
ssion (NBTE) and the federal 
government have accepted 
the recom m endations, the 
review have been straigh­
tened and has gained nece­
ssary standard and accep­

tability. All as nin have been 
fully equipped with comp­
uters to improve the services 
and training of the staff,” the 
HOS said.

He added that the s tu ­
dents should remain focused 
as they are in the centres to 
improve their skills, and to 
learn to treat matters.

The Permanent Secretary 
M anpow er D evelopm ent 
O fficer, Dr. (M rs.) Lami 
Hamza, said many staff from 
the federal, state and local 
government, including forei­
gners have benefited from the 
services o f the centres.

“Students from foreign 
countries like Cam eroon, 
L ib e ria , Z im babw e and 
Angola benefited from the 
training. The curriculum has 
been revealed and services 
updated to meet up with the 
current developments.’1

She la te r  thanked  the 
Power Holdings Company

Lim ited (PHCN), K adu:, 
Refinery' and Petrochenv. 
C om pany (K R PC ). 
Kaduna Sate government . 
their assistance and contr '  
utions to the school.

In h is rem arks. 
K aduna S tate  G overr < 
Alhaji Ahmed M oham n 
Makarfi, said he suppcr • 
planned accreditation o f n  
centres because the stude: 
are already civil servan t' 
adding that it is what we h o 
that we would be proud ot

The centres, w hich ;• i 
located at Maiduguri, k . :,: 
una, Ilorin, Enugu, CalaK 
and Lagos, graduated 2.4 ' 
students from four dep.o 
ments in 2002/2003 and 2< * >- 
Nine prizes were also av . 
ded to the students in e.K ■ 
ca teg o ry  w hich  span . 
Diploma, Higher D iplot 
A dvanced  C e r tif ie s : . 
Intermediate Certificate 
Ordinary Certificate.

3rd term: Shinkafi calls 
for grand alliance 
against Obasanjo
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T he acting D irector 
General o f  the Na­
tio n a l O rien ta tio n  

Agency (NOA), Mr. Lanre 
A debayo , said  tha t the 
agency and the civil society 
organisations in the country 
will work with those at the 
grassroots by partnering with 
the N ational P opu la tions 
Commission (NPC), in raising 
awareness for the forthcom­
ing census.

Mr. Adebayo, made the 
statement on Friday January 
20,2005 in an interactive ses­
sion with civil society groups

on the conduc t o f  
sensitisation workshops for 
civil society groups on cen­
sus 2006 to hold soon in the 
country.

The NOA DG, said that 
the partnership building meet­
ing with the civil societies is 
a critical element o f develop­
ment which wil I go a long way 
in raising awareness in the 
nation.

In his remarks. Dr. Dom 
Okoro, o f Cisem one o f the 
group invited at the occa­
sion, stated that the initiative 
by the NPC to include civil

societies in the planning of 
the forthcoming census, is a 
welcome development as he 
added that they will continue 
to dialogue with government 
in such critical matters.

He, however, said that 
roles for civil societies most 
be defined in the forthcoming 
census as they do not know 
what their contributions will

be towards the exercise.
In his speech, the chair­

man NPC, C hief Sam u’ila 
Danko Makama, said that the 
commission believe that the 
involvement o f civil society 
in the planning and conduct 
o f workshops would make the 
deliberations more meaning­
ful and rewarding.

He said, the desire o f the

commission to work with civil 
society -oups in coming up 
with acc eptable mechanism 
for the monitoring o f the main 
census car not b.i under­
mined.

Chief Makarnc adci id that 
the civil society won shcp will 
hold in the six geopolitical 
zones w ith partic ipa tions 
drawn from constituent states

attending the wor 
their respective g\
zones.

The NPC bos 
said that papers v. 
sen ted  at the v 

which include moi 
iionitoring the 20< 
'■°C’s perspecm

Nigeria is a multi-religious country - Obasanjo
re sid en t O lusegun  In a press statement made

P  Obasanjo, has stated 
that Nigeria is a multi­

religious country as guaran- 
; teed by the constitution.

The president, stated this 
| in Abuja when a delegation of 
I the Christian Association of 
I Nigeria (CAN), paid him a 
| courtesy call led by its Na­

tional President and Primate 
; of the Church ofNigeria (An-
I gelica Communion), Arch- 
| bishop Jasper Akinola.

available to Daily Trust, yes­
terday, the president stressed 
tha t the national census 
scheduled for March 2006 
was to establish a correct 
headcount o f all Nigerians re­
gardless of religion and eth­
nicity while emphasising that 
all citizens are equal.

He urged all Nigerians es­
pecially the various religious 
groups to support the census 
exercise.

NPC takes awareness 
campaign to markets

T he National Popula­
tion  C om m ission  
(NPC), in Cross River 

State has started an aggres­
sive grassroot campaign to 
sensitise rural dwellers on the 
forthcoming national popula­
tion and housing census.

The com m ission  has 
listed out 10 markets in which 
it intends to visit across the 
state.

Mr. Ogban E. Ogbon, Ex­
ecutive Director and Leader of 

j the campaign team, told Daily 
Trust, that the campaign will 
lead the team to visit various 
market square where there are 
huge population o f people, 
approach and sensitise them 
bn the essence o f the census.

A ccord ing  to him  the 
team has so far visited three 
markets including those o f 
Okurikangin Odunpani local 
government area, Ishibon and 
Wanakande in Yala council 
area.

He said, that the team is 
sensitis in g  the people  on 
what the census holds, how 
it should be perceived and o f 
course why the people must 
allow it succeed.

The com m ission ch ie f 
said, so far experiences have 
shown that most rural dwell- 

j ers mistake the census to be a 
| comrnOu-approach by govem- 
I meht to make them pay tax.

At Ae marekt in Odukpani 
,,.j locaigovemment, Mr. Ogban,

From Basseylta,
Correspondent (Calabar)

urged the village head, chief 
Akom Ayi, to ensure a suc­
cessful head count in the area 
by making use of the commu­
nity information dissemina­
tion mechanism such as town 
criers among others while 
also acknowledging the con­
cern and formidable response 
o f  the people over the cen­
sus exercise.

Minister o f  Inter-govermental Affairs, Youth Development and Special Duties, Col. Musa Mohammed (rtd) pointing to something o f  
Governor Chris Ngige o f  Anambra State (left) visited him...recently

Sokoto govt tasked on Onion, tomato factories
T Ihe zonal coordinator 

o f  National Produc­
tivity Centre, Sokoto, 

Mr. Samuel Wada Oyibo, has 
called on Sokoto state gov­
ernment to invite private in­
vestors to establish onion and 
tomato processing factories in 
the state.

Mr. Samuel Oyibo, who

From Sadeeq Aiiyu,
Senior Reporter (Sokoto)

school

made the appeal during the 
end o f the year staff meeting 
in Sokoto, said the advan­
tages o f  establishing such 
factories would be numerous 
to both farmers and the team-

NHRC governing council chairman sworn in
T he newly appointed 

Chairman o f the Gov­
erning Council o f the 

National Human Rights Com­
m ission (N H R C ), Justice 
Anthony Ikechukwu Iguh, 
was on Friday January 20, 
2006 sworn in by the Attor­
ney General o f the Federation 
(AGF), Chief Bayo Ojo, SAN.

In a press release made 
available to Daily Trust, Chief 
Ojo, described the NHRC as * 
an important institution which 
government should continue 
to strengthen in order to pro­
mote democratic values, so­
cial justice and fundamental 
rights and freedoms.

He said, the entire gov- ? 
em m ent econom ic reform 
agenda was based on the 
need to improve the living 
standards ofN igeria and up­
hold this economic and so-

By Benjamin Anta, Reporter

cial rights.
Chief Ojo, observed that 

Nigeria has signed most o f 
the international and regional 
hum an righ ts treaties and 
noted  that co n sid erab le  
achievements have been re­
corded in the domestication 
o f such treaties including the 
African charter on human and 
people’s rights.

The A ttorney G eneral, 
com m ended the important 
role played by the NHRC in 
developing the National Ac­
tion Plan for the promotion 
and p ro tec tion  o f  hum an 
rights and called for the de­
velopment o f  an implementa­
tion strategy, including steps 
that needs to be taken to en­
sure that agencies o f govern­
ment and people ofNigeria are

aware o f the contents o f the 
plan.

In h is rem ark, Justice  
Iguh, thanked the president 
fo r the  ap po in tm en t and 
promised to uphold the con­
fidence reposed on him.

ing unem ployed  
leavers.

Mr. O yibo, a lso  said , 
Sokoto being the second larg­
est p ro d u cer o f  ca ttle , it 
should find ways o f  exploit­
ing and exporting gall stone 
for foreign exchange.

He said, towards the end 
o f last year, the centre pre­
sented papers at the NYSC 
o rien tation  cam ps in four 
states within the zone on the 
need for self-reliance among 
young school leavers.

While stressing that these 
are part o f the centres efforts 
in increasing productivity in 
both private and public sec­
tors o f the economy in 2005, 
the coordinator pointed out 
that the era o f  depending on

government to provide 
rything especially ■* h 
lar jobs are fast fading 

He, noted that a pr< > 
tive nation is a happ\ 
peaceful and prospe- > 
Nigerians must imbibe 
spirit o f productivity in 
everyday lives in ord, 
have increase income .uv 
ter standard o f living 

Also speaking, the n 
sentative o f  the Pernia 
Secretary, Establishmer 
partm en t Sokoto , NL 
Aliyu Abdullahi, cornu'.e 
the zonal centre for ore; 
ing the ceremony whic 
said, would go a lonu v. 
encouraging workers t 
more productive.

Masari charges poly students on studies
T ihe Speaker, House o f 

R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s ,  
Alhaji Aminu Bello 

M asari, has charged poly­
technic students and gradu­
ates in the country to double 
up efforts in their studies to 
uphold the higher responsi­
bilities bestowed on them by 
equating their status with de­
gree holders.

The speaker m ade the 
statement when the National 
Association o f Polytechnic

Students (NAPS), paid him a 
courtesy visit yesterday in a 
one day rally in support o f  the 
federal government upgrad­
ing the Higher National Di­
ploma (HND) above grade 
level 14. Alhaji Masari, said 
that the students should ayail 
themselves the opportunity to 
further their education as the 
responsibilities added to them 
will be determined by the lev­
els, o f  their competence.

He further, added that they

should  count them selves 
lucky with the reform - i> ;he 
National Assembly w : „ on- 
tinue to support them w ail 
their endeavours

Earlier, the president o f 
NAPS, Comrade N kw ocla 
Martin Luther, called oh the 
federal government to con­
vert the National Board frr 
technical Education fN BTT. U 
to the National.Commission 
for Polytechnic (N C P' for 
more efficiency.

Census: NOA, civil societies partner with NPC
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2007 election will be 

peaceful -  Emir o f Gwandu
T he Emir o f Gwandu, 

A lhaji M uham m ad 
Iliyasu Bashir, has ex­

pressed optim ism  that the 
2007 general election would be 
conducted in peaceful man­
ner.

Speaking to newsmen in 
Sokoto State while on a cour­
tesy visit to the Sultan, Alhaji 
M uhammadu Bashair, ex­
plained that he has confi­
dence that the country will 
remain one in spite o f politi­
cal skirmishes from various 
sections o f the country.

The Emir argued that if  
Nigerians can fight 3 civil war 
to maintain unity and ipdivis-

From Sadeeq Alivu,
Senior Reporter (Sokoto)

ibility o f the country there 
would be nobody who would 
wish to divide it.

He said people can ex­
press their opinions on dif­
ferent issues, but Nigeria’s 
constitution stipulateds that 
the unity o f this country is 
not negotiable, adding that “I 
believe it is the wish o f every 
N igerian or anybody who 
loves Nigeria.”

A lhaji M uham m adu 
Bashir noted that the idea 
behind democracy is for the 
people from different political

persuasions to talk to the elec­
torate and get their support.

According to the Emir, as 
traditional rulers o f his coun­
try, they are always seeking 
for peace and unity o f  this 
country which he said he 
hoped is the wish o f  every 
well-meaningful Nigeria.

Commenting on the failure 
to airlift some pilgrimages to 
Makkah, the monarch cau­
tioned that accusations alone 
can not solve the problem, 
rather the authorities con­
cerned should sit down and 
find solution to the problem 
to forestall future occurrence 
o f the hitch.

From L-R: Hon. Lawal Garbo, ANPP House leader, Hon. Aminu Bello Tambuwal, Hon. Victor Lar 
and Hon Haruna Yerima during the 3rd Trust dialogue held at the Sherato Hotel, Abuja...recently

Census 2006: NPC give modus operadi
T he chairman, National 

Population Commis­
sion  (N PC ), C h ie f 

Samu’ila Danko Makama, has 
warned those who will want 
to influence or coerce cen­
sus officials to make wrong 
returns in respect o f individu­
als, or localities in the forth­
coming census 2006.

Chief Makama gave the 
warning at the public presen­
tation of the National Popula­
tion and H ousing C ensus 
Regulations (2005) yesterday 
in Abuja.

Chief Makama, who said 
that “it is an offence to refuse 
to  be counted under the cen­
su s regulations,” added that 
official must speedily make a 
report o f interferences or co- [ 
ercion to the commission for 
appropriate action.

He also said that only per­
sons physically present in 
Nigeria during the exercise will 
be enumerated.”

Presenting the NPC regu­
lations 20050tvfl*ie*>afe1'i@*. ihe 
Attorney General and Minis- j

By Benjamin Anta,
I________ Reporter________ j
ter o f Justice, Chief Bayo Ojo 
(SAN), described the census 
as the biggest peace time ac­
tivity which is next to war 
in terms of mobilisation.

He warned those intend­
ing to cause problems during 
the census to be careful as 
the law will catch up with 
them.

A lso  speak ing  at the 
event, the Chairman, House 
Committee on Population, 
H onourable Faruk A liyu, 
while commending the Min­

istry o f Justice said that the 
exercise is meant for the de­
velopment o f  the country.”

In a goodwill massage, the 
representative o f UNDP con­
gratulated the M inistry o f  
Justice and the NPC for the 
NPC regulation 2005.

Also giving a goodwill 
message, the UNFP repre­
sentative said that the intro­
duction o f the regulation is 
the greatest innovation for 
the forthcoming exercise.

He expressed delight in 
the systematic way the cen­
sus is being conducted.

Group makes case for Hajj-by road
A non-governmental 

o rganisation, Hajj 
rBy Road (Nigeria) 

Trust, has urged government 
and intending pilgrims to ex­
plore travelling by road for fu­
ture hajj operations to fore­
stall the disappointment of 
missing flights.

Secretary o f  the organisa­
tion Muhammad Salisu Abu 

Trust
yesterday- that-previous e-f~

F ro m  A b d u R a h e m  A odu,
Correspondent (Kaduna)

forts at such trips was not 
only feasible, but also viable.

“We should  explore a 
supplementary way o f going 
to hajj by road or even by sea 
instead o f air transportation. 
Previous trial trips undertaken 
by road were not only possi­
ble, but successful,” Mallam 
Abdullahi stated, adding that 

3 ‘ r 6 k ( f t r t l h ' s p d f t a ^ v ! ^ ^ n d i ) o t  

have failed-the couHtFy. — —

THE PRESIDENCY
IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE OF THE 
WHITE PAPER ON THE COMMISSION OF 

ENQUIRY INTO THE ALIENATION OF FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT LANDED PROPERTY

ANNOUNCEMENT
T he Honourable Minister of Housing and 

Urban Development and Chairman, 
Implementation Committee on the Alienation 
of Federal Government Landed Property, Dr. 

Olusegun Mimiko, wishes to notify successful 
bidders and legal sitting tenants of the Federal 
Government Landed Property in Ikoyi, Lagos, 
who have paid the initial 10% of the property 
price that in line with the provisions of the 
guidelines contained in the offer letters, they 
are requested to pay the next 15% of the 
property value and 5% transaction cost within 
90 days of the date of their letters of offer.

2. In this regard, therefore, they are advised 
to send in the bank drafts for the 15% and 5% 
being the second tranche payment to the 
Secretariat of the Committee in Room 
4A:332. Phase I, F edera l S ec re ta ria t 
Complex. Abuja or its Lagos Liaison Office 
at No. 28. Lugard Avenue. Ikoyi, Lagos, on 
or before the due date.

3. This announcement serves as official notice 
to all concerned, please. 

Signed:
B. B. AWOJIDE

SECRETARY
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-j. T  #  A A T f c  ■ 'lormer external affairsNational Theatre tops BPE |
agenda this year
W orried  by the 

d e t e r i o r a t i n g  
condition o f the 

National Theatre, Lagos, the 
Bureau of Public Enterprises 
(BPE) has resolved to fast 
track the concession o f the 
edifice this year to save it 
from total collapse.

BPE’s resolve to place the 
theatre on top o f  its 2006 
agenda, Daily Trust learnt 
over the weekend was based 
on report submitted to the 
bureau by the Committee on 
P riv a tiza tio n  and
C om m ercialization to the 
House o f R epresentatives 
early last December.

Sources informed Daily 
Trust th a t, the repo rt 
highlighted the deteriorating 
and de-generating state o f 
equipments at the theatre, and 
adv ised  ag a in st fu rth er 
funding and recommended it 
for immediate concession.

C onfirm ing  /  the 
development to Daily Trust 
in a telephone interview from 
Abuja over the weekends, 
BPE spokesm an, C higbo 
A n ichebe, sa id  the 
Privatization Committee of 
the H ouse o f  
Representatives did tour the 
fa c ilitie s  at the thea tre  
com plex along w ith BPE

From  A bdulw ahab Isa,
Correspondent Lagos

officials and recommended 
its ou trig h t concession  
without delay.

He said BPE will advertise 
for Expression o f Interests to 
scout for private investors 
that have money to invest in 
the place for a turn around.

Daily Trust investigation 
rev iew ed  that deso la te  
darkness enveloped the hall. 
The outgoing acting general 
manager, Mr. Pio, was said to 
be away in Abuja while the 
new ly appoin ted  general 
manager, Dr. Ahmed Yerima, 
is reportedly yet to resume.

Daily Trust learnt on a 
good authority that the on­
going rehabilitation at the 
complex was at the instance 
o f the Ministry o f Culture and 
Tourism which the bureau did 
not approve because such is 
seen to be at variance with 
p riv a tiza tio n  norm  that 
forbids committing further 
funds on enterprises slated 
for commercialization. It was 
learn t tha t the theatre  
g enera tes N 24 m illion  
annually, but still depends on 
government for subventions.

The N ational T heatre 
located in Iganmu, Lagos 
S tate is an a rch itec tu ra l

masterpiece. It covers an area 
of about 23,000 square metres 
and standing well over 32 
m etres tall surrounded by 
creeks and empty land area 
for future development.

Among its facilities are
5,000 seater main hall with 
collapsible stage, 2 nos 700- 
800 capacity  cinem a hall 
equipped with state o f the art 
facilities, standard confere­
nce/banquet hall with facility 
for simultaneous translation 
o f eight languages and roof 
garden. The staff strength is 
about 297.

that the m urder o f  A lhaji 
Abubakar Rimi’s wife should 
no t be asso c ia ted  to the 
cu rren t p o litic s  in the 
country, but taken as an act 
o f God.

Alhaji Lamido told Daily 
Trust in Kaduna that instead 
of politicizing the death of the 
former Kano state governor’s 
wife, people should rather 
pray for him and his family.

“Let us not look for any 
political undertone to the 
gruesom e m urder. The 
husband and family o f  the

Don’t politicize Rimi's 
wife’s death -Lamido
From  A bdulraheem  Aodu,

Correspondent (Kaduna)

deceased are deeply affected 
by the event and the best 
thing to do is to pray for them 
and pray for the culprits to 
be caught.

“There is no reason to 
po litic ize  the death o t to 
a ttach  the even t to  the 
politics o f the nation, let us 
just pray for the husband of 
the deceased,” the ex-internal 
affairs minister said.

Lam ido, w ho said h 
believed that power, u j i  

shift to the north in 200' 
h ow ever urged  north  or 
politicians to come togethi 
and actualize the stru .^ i 
instead o f just talking 

“Power swift to the nod 
is de fin ite . There is n 
question about that, pc^> 
must shift to the north corr 
2007,” he added. Daily Tru 
recalls that Rimi’s wife ■«. 
murdered in cold blood ear 
Saturday morning.

Bauchi to expand 
TV station

T he B auchi S tate 
governm en t is 
overh au lin g  its 

in fo rm atio n  de livery  
infrastructure, according to 
its  C om m issioner for 
Information, Hon. Ibrahim 
Zailani.

Speaking to new sm en 
shortly after the third annual 
dialogue o f Media Trust last 
w eek in A buja, the 
commissioner said “we are 
em bark ing  on 100% 
expansion  o f  the Bauchi 
Television Authority (NTA) 
and have already built brand 
new digital studio for Bauchi 
Radio Corporation,” adding 
that “by the time we finish the 
installation o f  our imported 
transmitters from the US, I can 
assure  you tha t Bauchi 
Television would compete 

! side by side with NTA.” 
Hon. Z ailan i fu rther 

assured that the installation 
o f the equipments would be 

! completed in the next few
I months.

Briefing reporters on the 
i situation in Bauchi, he said 
that the “minor incident on 

| 30th December 2005” is long 
| beh ind  the s ta te , as the 
j government o f  the state is 
| focused on real issues o f 
I g overnance  and d ev e lo ­
pment.

However, in reference to 
the “m inor incident” , the 
com m issio n er said  that 
“police have taken over and 
is better placed to say what

By C h a rle s  O n u n a iju
(Senior Reporter)

is happening, but added that 
“B auchi S tate is calm , 
peaceful and everything is 
going on very well”.

In re fe ren ce  to the 
a lleg a tio n  o f  the fo rm er 
minister o f aviation who is 
also an indigene o f the state, 
Alhaji Isa Yuguda, that his life 
is under threat, Hon. Zailani 
said that “Isa Yuguda as a 
citizen o f  Bauchi State is 
entitled to protection o f the 
government for both his life 
and p ro p e rty ” , s tressing  
however, that as electoral 
politics is around the comer, 
it will not be fair for purpose 
o f political ambition to paint 
Bauchi State as disorderly 
and ungovernable because 
“we all will reap of the image, 
we make of the state.”

The fo rm er federa l 
law m aker w ho w as best 
know n to oppose 
presidency’s heavy-handed 
interference in the legislature 
further said that Bauchi State 
government like every other 
responsible government has 
the onerous duty  o f  
p ro tec tin g  the lives and 
property o f every one, and 
challenged  the fo rm er 
aviation minister to avail the 
government o f details of the 
alleged threat, promising that 
the state would discharge its 
obligation to all her citizens 
irre sp ec tiv e  o f  sta tus or 
political views.

The Director-General o f  BPE, Mrs Irene Chigbue right, presenting document o f  FSFC to the chairman o f  Hekio Consortium, t.ngr 
G. S. Ede, during the handing-over o f  Federal Superphosphate Fertiliser Company Kaduna to the new executive (Hekio Consortium / 
in Kaduna..recently.

Bayero tasks FG, states on electricity, water
T he Emir of Kano, Alhaji 

Ado B ayero , has 
called on federal and 

state governments to ensure 
adequate  supp ly  o f  both 
electricity and water in the 
state to enable industries 
perform  th e ir business 
effectively.

Alhaji Ado Bayero, who 
was speaking while receiving 
the m em bers o f  the 
m anagem ent o f  BAGCO 
Super-Sacks in his palace, 
sa id  tha t the  bedev ilin g  
problem  o f  inadequate  
supply o f  both power and 
w ater has crip p led  the 
industries performance in the 
state.

He said  that w ith the 
determ ined com pany like 
BAGCO in Kano adequate 
supply o f the electricity and 
w ater w ill greatly help in 
b o osting  com m ercial 
activities in the state.

The emir, who called on 
governm ents at levels to 
rev iew  the issue o f 
commercial activities with a 
v iew  to m apping out 
strategies on how to improve 
it, said that with more faction 
industries in the state, the 
employment pandemic would

From Yusha'u Adamu Ibrahim ,
Correspondent (Kano)

be drastically reduced.
E arlie r speak ing , the 

managing director of BAGCO 
Super Sacks, Mr. Peter Low, 
to ld  the em ir th a t the 
com pany had  been in 
existence in the state since

1990.
Mr. Peter low said that 

due to the recognition the 
sta te  earned  from  the 
com pany, BAGCO Super 
Sacks com m enced  w ith 
production o f 300 thousands 
sacks monthly, but now has 
the capacity o f  producing

four million every montr 
He disclosed further that 

by the end o f  2006 the 
company will start produ. c 
seven  m illio n  sacks per 
m onth and by the end o f 
2007 it would be able to 
produce 30 m illion sack ', 
monthly.

Politicians have failed 
the masses- Kure

T Ihe N iger S tate 
G overnor, A lhaji 
A bd u lk ad ir K ure, 

said over the weekend that 
politicians have failed the 
m asses, exp la in in g  tha t 
recent events in the country 
had eroded the confidence of 
the people.

A ddressing  the N iger 
State Council o f Chiefs led 
by Etsu Nupe, Alhaji Yahaya 
Abubakar, on Sallah homage 
visit to Government House, 
the governor explained that 
the situation called for sober 
reflection on the part o f the 
citizens and prayed for Allah 
intervention in advancing 
the course o f the nation.

“We are now in a very 
precarious situation and the 
people gradually are loosing 
confidence in tfie country 
due to various happenings.

From  A idelo je O jo,
Correspondent (Minna)

The development does not 
only call for sober reflection 
from the citizens, but for 
divine intervention, for the 
country to move forward,” he 
said.

Kure called on Nigerians 
to rededicate themselves to 
prayers for Allah intervention 
in ac tu a liz in g  peace and 
understanding am ong the 
country’s leader?

The governor implored 
traditional rulers to mobilize 
th e ir  sub jec ts  tow ards 
em bracing  governm ent 
policies, adding that they 
must ensure the peaceful co- 
ex istence  o f  the people  
without ethnic and religious 
considerations.

Earlier, the Etsu Nupe, 
A lhaji Yahaya A bubakar,

urged the governm en 
m ake am ends h iu  
experienced this year 
hajj operations.

The royal fa ther 
urged the governor to 
p rio rity  to M uslim - 
missed the hajj next ye.r

Governor Abdulkadir Kurt
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Etiebet is leading ANPPto extinction-Bafarawa
1H A O /f/x tw JrloU In w ilts 'll  ic  c/7 j/Y tn  hn\i£> //ii>i//z»// ^

Governor Attahiru Bafarawa of Sokoto state in this interview 
with Olumide Bajulaye (Correspondent, Lagos) passes a vote 
of no confidence on the ANPP national chairman, Chief Don 
Etiebet. He says Etiebet is the root of the feeble nature of the 
ANPP and that unless the chairman vacates office, the party 
is doomed. Bafarawa also spoke on his achievements in the 
state. Excerpts:

koto has this tag o f
an educationally dis- 

K J  advantaged state. Has 
that been a source o f  concern 

j to yo u  since  yo u  becam e  
governor?

O f course, I was, if not I 
| would not be using my per­
sonal resources to improve 
education in the state. I think 
education in an on going 
thing, it is there for life. You 
can finish road construction, 
water project but education? 
You cannot. It is there for life. 
What the educational sector 
has witnessed in the last six 
years even though it is en­
couraging, I cannot say I have 
done enough, this is just the 
beginning because education 
is a continuous exercise.

After my tenure, I believe, 
hope and pray that whoever 
is going to take over from me 
will continue and even put 
more emphasis than I have 
done because any govern­
ment that does not give edu­
cation priority, is useless be­
cause when you educate the 
mind, you liberate the man 
thereby solving the problems 
o f the society. So, I have just 
started as regards education.

Are you proud  o f  what 
you have done so fa r?

No, I am not proud o f it 
rather, I want the people to be 
proud o f  what they have got 
as part o f dividends o f democ­
racy. What if  the people don’t 
even like what I have done, 
so I would really want to hear 
from the people whether they 
are satisfied or not with the 
giant stride we have made in 
education. If they are satis­
fied, I am, if they are not, I ask 
them where and which area do 
I improve upon.

Are you conscious o f  the 
maintenance culture o f  the 
in frastructure  yo u  p u t in 
place even after you  m ust 
have left office?

Very simple, for more than 
35 years, this country was un­
der m ilita ry  ru le , people 
thought some o f the infra­
structure they are seeing now 
could only be gotten under a 
military regime, now it has 
been done, so I believe that 
whoever is coming in now ei­
ther military or civilian would 
know that it is either the in­
frastructure is improved upon 
or you don’t perform at all, so 
anybody who does not fit for 
them I can assure you will 
never enjoy the people be­
cause at the end o f the day,

they will ask where is their 
money because if  the rev­
enue, both internal and at the 
federal level does not match 
the performance, they will ask 
questions because their eyes 
are now open. During the Mr 
President’s visit to the state 
last November, I told him that 
in the last six years, 1 have 
received over N90billion from 
the Federal Government and 
1 have spent about N86billion, 
and I showed the balance of 
4billion, I showed him the ac­
count number and the name 
o f the bank where the balance 
is. So, with that, the people 
will know that the state has 
some money so if you don’t 
live up to expectation, people 
will ask questions. Before 
1999, we didn’t have State 
Television in the state, we 
didn’t have radio, the one we 
had was almost dead. Now 
look at the television now, 
there is no part o f  the state 
that it cannot be watched, so, 
they are getting aware o f  
events around them.

Are you satisfied with the 
perception o f  the people to 
your achievements?

If I say I am satisfied with 
their response, I will be dis­
couraged, so, when they say 
they are satisfied, I am not, 
until I leave the office and 
become a private person, may 
be, one can now sit down and 
reflect all that one has done 
during those years but right 
now, if I say I am satisfied with 
all that I have done for the 
people, I am deceiving myself 
and the public because I am 
still holding their money, I am 
still in office. So my dear I am 
not satisfied.

How true is the allega­
tion that AN PP is not putting  
up the necessary opposition 
and that is why opposition 
g ro u p s  lik e  M R D D  are  
emerging?

I have said about two 
three weeks back, ANPP is un­
fortunate to have a bad leader 
like Don Etiebet. Somebody 
gan be good by appearance 
but when it comes to leading 
group o f people or practicals, 
he may be a bad leader. Per­
sonally, he may be good but 
when it com es to leading 
group o f people, he flops. 
That is exactly what has hap­
pened, this man did not lead 
our party well. It is really a 
disaster for Don Etiebet to 
lead our party and I want to 
give you a message whenever 
you see him, deliver it to him

that 1 said for the sake o f the 
nation, democracy, he should 
resign because in the last 
three years that members of 
the party entrusted him with 
the leadership of the party, we 
have not seen the dividends 
o f all that he has done. So we 
imploring him to hands off

are not 100%formidable.
You said we d o n ’t have 

democracy, what do we have 
then?

Virtually , as far as I am 
concerned, when there is no 
opposition, there is no de­
mocracy.

B u t how  d id  A N P P  
fo u n d  itse lf into this mess?

For the last three years 
since Don Etiebet became the 
National Chairman of our great 
party, we have never held any 
NEC meeting to decide the 
fate o f the party.

INEC is very lenient to us, 
otherw ise we would have 
been disqualified as a politi­
cal party because it is a rule

Governor Bafarawa
from our party so that we can 
grow and dem ocracy will 
grow because if  democracy 
must grow, there must ruling 
party and opposition party. 
Without opposition, there will 
be no democracy, because 
there is no serious opposition 
in the polity, that is why there 
is no democracy today.

Which means you  agree 
that AN PP is not formidable 
enough.

O f course I agree with 
you, we are not formidable, we

that every party must hold 
conven tion  but since he 
came, we have not had a con­
vention jut as we have not had 
any NEC meeting and if  he 
continues in this manner, we 
are likely going to lose our 
certificate because we are not 
following the rules as laid 
down by INEC. If we are sup­
posed to go by the rules, we 
are not a political party.

Some people attribute the 
problem in ANPP to the al­
leged  th ird  term  agenda

which is said to have divided 
the ANPP governors.

We are not divided but 
even if we are divided, that is 
the re sp o n sib ility  o f  the 
leader of the party to unite the 
people, that is why he is a 
leader.

Are you now heaping all 
the blame fo r  the crisis in 
ANPP on the national chair­
man?

Say it loud.
Have you  ever advised  

him on how to pilot ANPP  
affairs?

Several times.
How did he react?
He is not responding. I am 

not surprised that he is be­
having th is w ay because 
whoever he is not part o f a 
building, he will not mind for 
the collapse o f the building. 
Don Etiebet never worked for 
the position, he just got it on 
the platter o f gold. He was 
pushed away from his former 
party unfortunately, I was the 
person who nominated him to 
become the National Chair­
man and that is why at the 
junction, I am tendering an 
apology to the entire ANPP 
members and lovers that I re­
gretted nominating and sup­
porting him as the National 
Chairman of our great party. I 
am indeed very sorry for all 
the d isaster this man has 
brought to our great party.

So, w hat’s the way out?
That is why I am appeal­

ing to him through you that 
he should hands off the party 
and we take over from there. 
This is a message, please 
send it to him. It is really un­
fortunate when I heard some­
one who used to be his PA 
that I was not supporting 
South-South, if  there is any 
politician who supports the 
South- South strugg le  is 
Bafarawa. I was the National 
Chairman who promoted Don 
Etiebet to take over from me, 
who promoted A ikhomu to be 
the chairman o f the Board of 
Trustees, fortunately, all o f 
them are from South-South. 
So, if Bafarawa is not inter­
ested in the South-South, 
how did he endorse Don 
Etiebet and Aikhomu to be 
leaders o f our party?

Are you thinking o f  who 
succeeds you as governor?

The issue o f grooming a

“For the last three years since Don Etiebet 
became the National Chairman o f our 
great party, we have never held any NEC 
meeting to decide the fate o f the party.... 
I f  we are supposed to go by the rules, we 
are not a political party. ”

jr.#'##
----------- -----------

successor is not a bad uie 
but I believe the most im ;\r  
tant thing is to pray to G iv .  ;o 
give us. You know I may ha\ e 
someone in mind and in-ta I 
him but by the time he gets 
into office, he becomes so m e 
thingelsebutifevervthr g - 
put in the hands o f God. -uch 
person when chosen eventu­
ally \yill never go wrong be­
cause ''a man choice ca: be 
wrong and that is becau>c w e 
are not 100% perfect an*.: that 
is why I think we should put 
everything to His hands w ' o  
will give somebody w h o  will 
even surpass all that 1 h a -c  
done.

Talking about succatsor, 
what do you think could  v  
reasons fo r  the com m on rift 
between governors and rht ir 
deputies?

But I think the conMitu- 
tion is very clear on th - and 
if that is the case, why - i Id 
there be quarrel? 1 kno^ that 
I am the governor and n \  
deputy knows he is deputy, 
he knows the work ano i. w- 
tions o f the governor be tore 
he accepted be deputy, so 
why the argument all at ’ 
It is the constitution w e are 
following.

W hy are you  liv in g  in 
your own house and not the  
official residence?

This government thing is 
a temporary thing. If . >u ger 
engrossed into much. > o l  put 
yourself into trouble because 
it has a limit, it is either 4 or 8 
years, that is the maximum, 
nothing more. If you -a\ be­
cause you are now in go\ em­
inent, you get everyth g Tee.
I

think that is when one : 
should even be more careful. 
If care is not taken, you may 
find it hard to adjust w hen­
ever you eventually lea\ e of­
fice and that is I have no' 
changed from being w ha: I am 
from the very first da\ I came 
here and I can assur. \ou. I 
will be like this till I lea\ e of­
fice in sha Allah.

What are your fears fo r  
Nigeria’s democracy ?

Your fear is my fear, all 
your fears are mine :> 'b e ­
cause we are in this country 
together.

After 2007, what nextfor  
you?

I was once a local g \ em­
inent chairman. I was state j 
party chairman o f ni\ party. I 
was Zonal Chairm.n. I was j 
National Chairman of the party 
before I am now a gov .m or 
All these appointments were 
never p lanned , I never 
thought o f being there Sow 
if  I start thinking of any pon- 
tion apart from the position I 
am, then, I am not being grate­
ful to god. I contented with 
all God has g i \e n  me. 
alhamdulilahi. if I die today, I 
will be grateful to him



Page 42 Daily Trust T u esd ay , J a n u a ry  24 , 2

I n s i d e  P o l i t i c s
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term: Mantu, Hambagda on the cross
t, senators have Dv u a h w h ,HHcPinH i.. '  C /t last,

sum m oned enough 
courage  to ask 

questions. They have been 
collectively linked with an 
agenda many o f them truly 
know nothing of. And the 
condemnation is becoming 
too unbearable. Last week at 
a closed door session o f the 
Senate, law m akers spent 
alm ost two hours grilling 
S enato r Ibrahim  M antu. 
chairm an o f  the N ational 
Assembly Joint Constitution 
Review Committee. Thdtnain 
question was where did you 
find this proposal o f  three 
terms o f four years? But two 
hours after, with Mantu in the 
dock, the senators were still 
as petrified as to how the 
thing was smuggled in.

Here is a proposal that 
was never mentioned in any 
of the public hearings held by 
the subcom m ittee or any 
documents presented to it. 
The convention  is that a 
com m ittee holds hearings 
and co lla te  m em oranda 
regarding a subject matter 
before  it. But the 
subcommittee on executive of 
the co n stitu tio n  review  
committee, headed by Senator 
Omar Hambagda, came with 
a novel idea, which is to inject 
op in ion  o f  co n stitu en ts  
ostensibly contacted on the 
issues at stake  by th e ir 
representatives.

A ccord ing  to the 
chairman, some committee 
m em bers suggested  tha t 
“look why don’t lets have 
three terms o f four years so 
that whoever is elected will 
have adequate time to work?” 
But some other members said 
no, preferring to maintain the 
status quo. When there was 
no consensus, the chairman 
decided to reflect all views in 
his report.

In fairness to Hambagda, 
if  indeed the rules say all 
opinions must be reflected in 
the absence of consensus, he 
could not have refused to 
include the third term option. 
But did the rules say so? His 
defence is “ If  you are a 
chairm an o f  a com m ittee, 
some m em bers give their 
p ^ o s a l  and the rules say 
you m ust sum m arise  all 
opinions canvassed if  there 
is no consensus, what do you 
do? As a democrat, I have no 
option  but to push 
everything forward to the 
main committee. And that is 
exactly what we did. Mind 
you we did not say take this 
m odel, we said  choose 
among the three options.”

All this while Mantu had 
maintained sealed lips. But 
last Thursday he had to open 
up. S enato rs w ere 
understandably agitated. The 
resu ltin g  fury from  the 
H am bagda com m ittee  
proposal was enormous and 
d irec ted  at the en tire  
leg is la tu re . Som e o f  the 
senato rs have becom e 
targets of verbal and physical

By Habeeb Idris Pindiga,
Assistant Political Editor

attacks by irate constituents. 
S ince the co n troversy  
germinated, they were only 
murmuring. They have now 
brought out the steel in them 
and confronted the man at 
the centre o f the storm.

Findings indicated that 
Mantu. like Hambagda, was 
said to have defended the 
inclusion o f the third term 
proposal in the subcommittee 
report because it was an 
opinion o f the some members 
which they are entitled to. 
The deputy senate president 
also wondered why senators 
would be agitated by a mere 
proposal that only leaked but 
not officially released.

T his position  was 
countered by those who felt 
that leakage or no leakage, the 
thing was no farce, insisting 
that there was more to it than 
meets the eye in the proposal 
because it never surfaced at 
the previous hearings the 
subcommittee held. The fact 
that it was part o f  the 
subcom m ittee report, they 
contended, speaks volumes. 
There have been talks o f  
awesome bribery. Senators 
wanted to know the brains 
behind the idea. But Mantu 
did not nam e nam es and 
den ied  being  induced  or 
pressured for third term.

So who are the brains 
behind the idea? Hambagda 
had also refused to say, as, 
according to him, it was not 
p roper for a com m ittee  
chairman to begin mentioning 
individuals that made specific 
submissions. The question 
now is, by h id ing  the 
identities o f  the third term 
agen ts, w hat benefits  do 
M antu and H am bagda 
stand? Why should they bear 
the c ritic ism  instead  o f  
allowing the pro-third term 
agents to stir their own stew?

M antu had w anted  to 
present an interim report of 
his panel to the Senate. But 
the lawmakers said there was 
no need for that. According 
to President o f the Senate, 
Chief Ken Nnamani, "It will 
be premature to ask for an 
interim report at this moment.”

Instead o f the committee 
operating on a blank cheque 
and dragging its feet, as it

President Olusegun Obasanjo
w ere, the depu ty  Senate  
president was directed go 
and prepare a time table and 
present same to the Senate.

B efore the recen t 
directive, Mantu committee 
was operating virtually on 
impulse. It does not have a 
time table nor are meetings 
held  regu larly . In som e 
in stan ces, schedu led  
meetings were called off at the 
last minute without reasons. 
At ano ther in stan ce , a 
meeting slated for a particular 
Thursday was said to have 
held a day earlier.

It was not c lear w hat 
M antu had w anted  to 
achieve by presen ting  an 
in terim  repo rt on the 
constitution review process. 
But sources indicated that he 
might have wanted to test the 
waters and see how the third 
term  agenda could  be 
received.

Chairman o f the Senate 
com m ittee on m edia and 
public affairs, Senator Victor 
Ndoma-Egba said the closed- 
door session was convened 
to  douse h e igh ten ing  
agita tion  am ong senators 
over the co n tro v ersia l 
proposal. But has the tension

'4

been doused? Has the right 
questions been answered?

Indeed if  the session was 
convened to clear issues, it 
ended up further beclouding 
same. Daily Trust learnt that 
heated  argum ent broke 
am ong sen a to rs  on the 
propriety  or otherw ise o f 
co n tin u in g  w ith review  
process in v iew  o f  the 
m ounting  an tagon ism . 
Though the anti-third term 
campaign has been gathering 
momentum in the National 
Assembly, the PDP vs other 
parties in this matter only 
came to the fore during the 
session. The upper chamber 
was almost sharply divided 
betw een  the o pposition  
lawmakers and those o f the 
ruling party, with the former 
insisting that the process 
must be suspended. But the 
PDP group said no, since 
nobody is known to have 
been contacted or contracted 
for third term, then it remains 
a rumour and so the process 
must go on. In the end the 
majority had their way, which 
is that the process should not 
on ly  go on, bu t a lso  be 
accelerated.

Ndoma-Egba confirmed

Senator Ibrahim Mantu

that Mantu was put to task 
to answer series o f questions 
from the agitated legislators 
and after discussions, it was 
resolved that a compressive 
time-table for the constitution 
review should be provided in 
the next few days.

“ During the executive 
session , we had the 
o pportu n ity  o f  dousing  
w hatever the anxiety and 
w hatever doub t sena to rs 
have on the progress o f work 
by the constitution review 
com m ittee . The deputy  
senate president who is the 
chairman o f that committee 
had the o p p o rtu n ity  o f  
briefing us and at the end it 
was agreed that a timetable 
fo r the w ork should  be 
produced so that we can 
appraise what they are doing, 
w hether or not they are 
making progress. Because 
righ t now  as it is, the ir 
programme is open ended. 
We don’t know when they 
are going to finish and we 
have absolutely nothing to 
hold them onto.

“ Issues like h idden  
agenda, third term agenda 
were raised, and those who 
should know reassured the

“It was not clear what Mantu had wanted to
t

achieve by presenting an interim report on 
the constitution review process. But sources 
indicated that he might have wanted to test 
the waters and see how the third term agenda 
could be received. ”

senate  tha t nobod \ 
approached  them  on n 
ex tension  and then 
senate as a body still ha 
request no material noth 
whatsoever to indicate th 
there is third term agenda. Bu’ 
we got that reassurance. The 
subcommittees and the m ar 
committee are merely dome 
their work and that at the end 
it will come to the wh. 
Senate.”

A sked w hether Man: i 
had explained how the th 
term idea cropped up, Ndom 
Egba said “members ot t‘ 
committee are entitled to thi 
own opinion, they on the 
own may have generated th 
(third term).” But when askc 
to say whether those v. 
b rough t the idea w er. 
m en tioned , N dom a-E g ' 
insisted that whoever the 
were they had the right to d> 
this.

The a n ti- th ird  tern 
elements in the Senate ha\ 
lost on at least two count' 
Thursday’s session. One. th. 
constitution review proce" 
they want stopped will go . 
with all the inherent danger- 
The review train appeared t> 
have developed cold ft 
because o f  the m ounti: _ 
opposition to the third tern 
agenda, but with the direct 
to “accelerate” its job, the 
engines may start rumhi 
soon. Two, and m o i. 
im portantly, there was 
d ec ision  to de le te  t h e  

contentious proposal fri 
the subcommittee report

N o tw ith stan d in g , t: 
session  p rov ided  ai 
opportunity to shoot dov 
at least for the time ben 
subtle attempts of further 
the th ird  term  age- 
through presenting an ir 
report.
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BALL-TO-BALL ACCOUNTEGYPT 2006AFRICA CUP OF NATIONS

E a g le s  d im  S ta r s
r - p \ i v

1 cr _A_ w

lye Taiwo’s 85th minute 
cracking left grounder 
w as a ll the  S uper 

Eagles needed to wrap up the 
maximum points off the Black 
Stars o f Ghana in their group 
opening match o f the African 
Nations Cup championship.

Wilson Oruma, who was 
in superb form, had been 
b rough t dow n abou t 34 
meters away from, the vital 
area. Yusuf Ayila stepped 
fo rw ard  to toss the  ba ll 
flaccidly to Taye whose pile 
drive sailed unperturbed into 
the net to the wilderment o f 
goalkeeper Sam Adjei.

The result ensured that 
the Eagles stay top with three 
consecutive w ins in four 
meets within four years.

The goal was a befitting 
c lim ax  to  a p u lsa tin g  
encounter that had all the 
trappings o f a classic with 
the Eagles showing why they 
are only second to Cameroun 
on CAF ranking and 24th in 
the world.

The crunchy clash that 
was too close to call lived up 
to top billings right from the 
blast o f the whistle with the 
Eagles dictating the pace as 
Ayila, Oruma and M artins 
run rings around the Black 
Stars defence line that had 
Samuel Osei Kuffour and 
John Mensah in charge.

Zfe* /(//.?/■/<?/' M e 
hour saw the Nigerians sizing 
up th e ir  opp o n en ts  w ith 

| telling incursions which kept 
the Ghanaians on their toes 

[as they resorted to counter 
[attacks to tu rn  the tab le  
j against the Eagles. In one of 
jsuch co u n te r a ttack s ,
| Stephen Appiah waltzed into 
| the Eagles 18 meters box but 
| his shot w as blocked o ff  
course by Ayila who kept 
c lo se  w atch  over him  
throughout the match.

In the 21st, 23rd and 26lh 
I minutes respectively Adjei 
[was on duty to prevent a 
dent on the Stars even as 
Kuffour had to draw from his 

[ vast experience to keep the 
[score sh ee t even . The 
Ghanaians retaliated with 

[ Mattthew Amoah floater that 
j sailed off mark a minute later.

On the half hour mark. 
Osaze Odemwingie darted 

I into the 18 meters delivered 
a volley o f a cross that Ayila 
lept high to nod towards the [

| far comer bi|t Adjei again was \ 
equal to the task, then Julius j 
, A.ghahowa mesmerized the ' 
defence but his scintillating 
drive narrowly missed to give j 
their opponents momentary j 
respite.

Oruma, who sparkled like ; 
a rare gem, took a blaster of a 
shot that drew the best from 

keep the score line 1

By Patrick  Andrew, Asst. 
Head Sports Desk

course a minute into added 
on time when he parried off 
A m oah’s shot b efo re  the 
referee sent the team s on 
recess.

On resu m p tio n , the 
E ag les tu rned  the screw  
against the Stars pummelling 
them  w ith co n secu tiv e  
bom bardm en ts but the 
K uffo u r -  led d efence  
refused to crack. Within the

half hour into this half, the 
Eagles created 16 chances 
while The Stars had one that 
Ayila had to be at his peak to 
b lock  Y akubu A bubakari 
away from hitting target.In 
the 69th minute Enyeama was 
in b lis te rin g  form  as he 
s tre tch ed  fu ll length  to 
blocked Amoah’s floater.

Coach Austine Eguavoen 
brought on Nwankwo Kanu 
and O b inna N so fo r fo r 
Aghahowa and Osaze to add

bite to the offensive while 
Jo e tex  F rim pong  w as 
introduced by his opposite 
num ber to ach ieve  sam e 
effect.

The Eagles goal was the 
tonic the S tars needed to 
launch  o n slau g h t on the 
Eagles as they came near 
twice in the dying minutes 
but the Eagles scrambled to 
safety. It was back slapping 
w hen the re fe ree  ended  
proceedings.

Nigeria’s goal scorer, Ismaila Taye Taiwo congratulated by teammate Yussuf Ayila after scoring the 
winning goal in their African Cup o f  Nations opening game against Ghana in Port Said...yesterday.

Threat of early exit hangs over Morocco
M o ro c c o ’s 2004 

A frican  N ations 
Cup finalists could 

find themselves making an 
ignominious early exit at the 
hands o f  host nation Egypt 
on Tuesday.

W ith Ivory C oast 
expected to comfortably beat 
Libya and reach six points in 
the day’s earlier game. Group 
A’s two slots in th ..juarter- 
finals could be wrapped up if 
Egypt notch their s. c nd \viii 
o f ’tbe tournament.

■ M oro-.eoarean ■ (active 
n o ,. .,.

smoothly through the gears 
with their neat short-passing 
game from midfield. But they 
paid a high price for a lack of 
finishing in Saturday’s 1-0 
defeat by the Ivorians and 
jwill need to make the most o f 
y h a t looks a more suspect 
defence.

While Arsenal’s Ivorian 
defensive pair Kolo Toure 
and Emmanuel Eboue were 
kept busyi ta ck lin g  and 
ch arg in g  dow n m ost o f  
M orocco's attacks.’-Eevpt’s 
defenders made a number o f 
Uiiiorcecs enors jr, their 1.-0

w in over the L ibyans on 
Friday.

M orocco’s French-born 
striker Marouane Chamakh 
w iil d o u b tless  p ro v id e  a 
sterner test for a home team 
who view the support of their 
own fans as very much a 
double-edged sword.

T hough eup h o ric  in 
victory, the pressure they 
exert during games can be a 
real handicap to their players 
performances and thev may 
not be pa tien t at C a iro 's  
In ternational Sitidiu3n '*>iA 
Tues-.iav

Eagles soar!
By Ismaila Umaru L e r Assistant Editor

Teams: Nigeria: 1 -Vincent Enyeama; 2-JosephYobo (c), 3- i j 
5-Chidi Odiah, 6-Joseph Enakarhire; 13-Ayila Yussuf, 16-Wilv 
18-Chris Obodo, 20-Peter Odemwingie; 9-Obafemi Martins 
Aghahowa

Ghana: 1-Sam Adjei; 4-Samuel Kuffour, 6-Emmanuel P ip 
John Pantsil, 18-Abubakari Yakubu, 21-Gabriel Jssah Ahr._ 
Mensah,7-LaryeaKingston, 10-Stephen Appiah (c),23-Haira,... 
14-Matlhew Amoah

3:43pm: National anthems duly crooned, both sides shake-- h i 
' -ach other as per the formalities, fonn themselves into a photog. - 
tor the assembled snappers, and finally take up their positions on 
of thehalf-\ ay line. Let the battle commence*.

1 min: t igeria set the game in motion, and immediately laur 
forward in s. arch of Martins. But Taiwo's punt is too long anc 
out to Gliana.

3 mins; A .r some zipply interplay from Nigeria, Gh 
possession and A wiah tries to slip Amoah through. But his pa" 
Tottenham’s And\ Reid - it had far too much weight on it.

6 mins: Obod > concedes a comer, which Appiah overhits
17 mins: Oboao chops down Amoah. givingGhanaa tree-k., 

yards out. The goalkeeper says he only needs two men in the w 
fact, he didn’t need any, as Appiah’s pot-shot was, now that we . 
metric, several kilometers wide.

22 mins: Obodo flicks the ball past Kuffour and is then hu. 
ground: free-kick to Nigeria. Taiwo’s shot is nothing to write ai> ■.

24 mins: fssah curtails a swift N igerian counter-attack by bod;. - •>. 
Oruma to the ground. Free-kick from 40 yards... and this time 1 . 
it right: what a thunderbolt! Tremendous save by Sam Adjei, w hi 
to push it around the post for a comer.

25 mins: Adjei spills the comer inexcusably and it’s scranr et 
another one... which he spills again! Bizarre goaikecping from the 
moments earlier produced a stunning save. His defence bail hm 
time,

26 mins: Ghana race up the other end, and Amoah sliaves the » ■ 
with a zinger from outside the box. Keeper well beaten.

31 mins: Both sides are winning plenty of free-kicks, which, 
also means both sides are giving away plenty of free-kicks. Ar ■ 
tempted to say a set-piece looks the most likely source of a goa; 
the fact that 90% of the deliveries so far have been ofthe sort tha 
most postmen sacked

36 mins: Sneaky long-range daisy-cutter from the hithc "
Peter Odemwingie - tipped wide by Adjei.

40 mins: Aghahowa receives the ball on the edge ofthe Ghana 
twists and turns and waits for support. But none comes, so he 
Mensah and then unleashes a fine shot - just wide!

42 mins: Oruma out-muscles Appiah in the middle of the p 
strides forward and lets fly with a 25-yard blockbuster - Ad 
another spectacular save, and this time it was needed.

45 mins: Appiah scorches down the left, then turns inside > 
hammers a shot towards the top comer. But it beaten away b 
Enyeama, who's detennined not to be outdp/jpJ i ) r  $. 

Adjei.
Half-time
46 mins: We’re back, and Odiah immediately stings Adjei’s hai•• 

along-ranger.
48 mins: The Eagles have started the second half in roistering 

Odemwingie went close from 20 yards, and then the entire Gh.. 
defence had to descsned on Martins in the box to prevent him shi ■ 1

50 mins: Oruma sends one forward for Martins to scamper a 
which he does... and so does the Ghanaian keeper! The striker gets 
dances past Adjei, and then rolls the ball towards the empty goal frc » 
acute angle... and finds only the side-netting. A real reprieve for the Gh . 
who have been besieged since the resumption.

51 mins: Ghana try to relieve the pressure and pile forwj- 
purpose: cue chaos in the Nigerian box, and the ball breaks to Arn 
Yakuba, who unleashes a rocket - brave block by Taiwo!

53 mins: Excellent play by Taiwo, who nutmegs Pantsil at the 
and stomrs into the box. He pulls it back to the penalty spot to the 
Oruma. But the Marseille man volleys into the ground and wide. A sh.. 
waste.

56 mins: Martins and Obodo perfomi a sumptuous, back-hee . 
two, the move culminating, oxymoronically, in anti-climax: Otxxk 
straight at Adjei.

67 mins: Yobo dawdles at the back and is robbed by Appi .̂ 
bounds into the box and feeds Dramani at the near post Good - 
Enyeama. The comer is cleared, but Appiah knocks it back in to v • 
who’s completely unmarked 12 yards from goal! His volley is turn, 
brilliantly by one hand by Enyeama!

74 mins: Ghana substitution: Yakubu off, Hans Sarpei on,
76 mins: Comer to Nigeria - but it won’t be taken for a while 

fewerthan three Ghanaian defender have gone down injured. Seems N:.. 
domination has trigged a mass outbreak of cramp. Or, gee, could 
time-wasting?

79 mins: Nigeria subsitution: Aghahowa, who’s done next to nor 
replaced by Kanu.

80 mins: With Kuffour off receiving treatment, Issah is b a^ . 
barging into Kanu. Yobo dives to head the free-kick off the feet of ( >l ■ 
Comer to the Eagles.;

81 mins; Kuffour is back on, and Ghana lift the siege long enoug • 
a free-kick s couple of yards inside the Nig<irian half. It comes to 11< i 
Nigeria can chum toward anew . i

Nigeria substitution: Victor Nsofor on for Odemwingie
84 mins; Goal! Nigeria i-0 Ghana Oruma is bundled over40 > a. 

Thinking quickly, Yussuf rolls it sidew'ays to Taiwo. who har 
wonderful shot past a bemused keeper! Having defends like bouncc 
most of the match, die Ghanaians momentarily lost their coneen'- 
allowlng Taiw o to sneak a superb goal!

86 mins: Desperate for a go;tl, Ghana have thrown on JoeTex Fnn--» 
former top scorer in die African Champions League for Enyimaa 
Nigeria.

<*) mins: The referee indicate six minutes added time!
’XUnins: Unless the Black Stax :n\ent a wav to score iwihoi
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A Strikers back in the spotlight
| “ ^1 rancileudo dos Santos, p rogressed  against South fo llow ing  24 hours a fte r B  f jF

ol Motions
EGYPT 2 6

although bom in Brazil 
is now in his third year 

with the Tunisian team and 
continued his scoring run for 
the Carthage Eagles as they 
defeated Zambia 4-1.

They are joined in poll 
position  in the group by 
G uinea , w ho gained  in 
confidence as their match

Africa and scored twice late 
in the match for a 2-0 triumph.

The 2010 FIFA World Cup 
hosts tu rned  in ano ther 
disappointing performance 
and now have an uphill task 
if  they are make the knockout 
stages.

Dos Santos’ hat-trick kept 
the  goal ta lly  a t the 
tou rnam en t m ounting ,

Samuel Eto’o had blasted in 
three for Cameroon in their 
game against Angola.

The Toulouse s trik e r 
picked up where he had left 
off at the last Nations Cup in 
Tunisia, where his inclusion 
in the side was one o f  the 
ca ta ly sts  fo r th e ir  2004 
triumph.

On Sunday, on the

Mediterranean coast where 
rain fell lightly through the 
proceedings, he earner good 
again help ing  T unisia  to 
easily  bounce back after 
Zambia had handed them an 
early scare.

Z am bia w ere alw ays 
going to pose a threat with 
the skill and the pace o f James

iSHOCKER: Guinea batter South Africa
A qu ite  a troc ious 

South African side 
s u c c u m b e d  

pathetically  to G uinea in

Alexandria on Sund ly night.
The only surp ise was 

that it took Gum a until the 
77th minute to ;ke the lead

Guinea’s Ousmane Bangoura celebrates after scoring against South 
i Africa

in a 2-0 win, as they completely 
outplayed South Africa and 
should really have won by 
more.

In the end goals from two 
su b stitu te s , Sam begou 
B angoura and O usm ane 
Bangoura were enough to see 
off Ted Dumitru’s side, who 
could barely string  a pass 
together and got what they 
deserved  — abso lu te ly  
nothing.

The Guineans tormented 
the Bafana Bafana from the off, 
finding acres o f space down 
the flanks and were let down 
only by a poor final ball and a 
lack  o f  p resence  in the ir 
penalty area.

South Africa, for their part, 
w ere  show n up fo r the 
inexperience in their squad, 
w hile  key s trik e r Benni 
McCarthy once again looked 
lethargic and out o f  sorts in 
an international jersey.

In tru th , there w eren ’t

many chances for either side 
in the first half, though Guinea 
really should have taken the 
lead four minutes before half 
time.

Pascal F eindounou, 
playing in central midfield, had 
his free kick spilled by Calvin 
M arlin , and an a lm igh ty  
goalmouth scramble ensued 
where Marlin blocked another 
shot and the ball w as 
eventually hacked clear.

The lack o f ambition from 
South Africa was astonishing. 
They seemed content to play 
a coun te r-a ttack in g  gam e 
without the necessary ability 
to actually counter-attack.

After the break it was more 
o f  the  sam e, though  i f  
anything Guinea dropped a 
little to South Africa’s level 
and the game got worse.

Bafana may have snatched 
the lead when dodgy Guinean 
‘keeper Naby Diarso dropped 
Z u m a’s o v erh ead -k ick ed

cross, but ju s t gathered  
before McCarthy could get a 
cross.

Guinea, however, showed 
they  sim ply  had  m ore 
strength than Bafana on the 
bench by throwing on two
capable strikers in Sambegou 
B angoura and O usm ane 
Bangoura.

And it was the former who 
broke the deadlock getting a 
touch  on Ibrah im a
Bangoura’s cross, with the 
ball deflecting in off Jimmy 
Tau.

South Africa had to now 
show  som e a ttack ing
p u rpose , and S iyabonga 
Nkosi did manage to inject 
some life into them, but they 
never rea lly  looked  like 
scoring.

A nd G uinea got a 
deserved  second  w hen 
F e in d o u n o u ’s cross w as 
headed down and Ousmane 
Bangoura fired home.

Bafana coach castigates players after defeat
outh Africa coach Ted match at the African Nations O  X  I /  problems with commitmeiS Dumitru castigated his 

' side after a 2-0 defeat 
by Guinea in their opening

Cup on Sunday.
Dumitru said they showed 

little  com m itm ent in

Alexandria and needed to 
change th e ir  m ental 
approach  to have any

Drogba doubt as Elephants
vo 

I  fac 
X A f

vory Coast may have to 
face Libya in Tuesday’s 

frican  N ations Cup 
match without striker Didier 
Drogba after he suffered a 
recurrence o f a knee injury 
in their opening match win 
over Morocco.

The Elephants, already 
m issing  s trik e r A runa 
Dindane after the sudden 
death o f  one o f  his twin 
daughters, could clinch a 
quarter-final place if they 
beat Libya and Morocco fail 
to beat hosts Egypt in the 
day’s other Group A game.

D rogba scored  the 
winner from a controversial 
penalty as Ivory Coast beat 
Morocco on Saturday but 
was surprisingly taken off in

face Libya
team avoided the media at 
their hotel on Sunday.

Coach Henri Michel said 
after Saturday’s game: “He’s 
got three days to recover 
before the next game and we’ll 
have to see what u e’re going 
to do.”

However. Chel sea's $42.2 
million striker said simply that 
he had asked to be taken off 
because he was tired.

Lfbva, who Li e failed to

an unhappy performance by 
being sent off after clumsily 
giving away a penalty against 
Egypt.

T urk ish-based  captain  
Tarek Tayeb has also been 
p lagued  by a m uscu lar 
problem and was left out o f 
the starting line-up against 
Egypt before coming on in 
the 64th minute.

win a game for 
year, were thun

Ei
on

LiVpi II!

ridav and
nr op<

- the oMn minuti
conflicting

off a major upset 
interest in the 
alive.

m e n

im e am T U N o r th leans

)gba
jm m ent on 
difioji. The K) car,

chance o f progressing past 
the firs t round stage in 
Group C.

“We made a mistake in 
beating Egypt last week,” 
he said in reference to a 
surprise 2-1 win over the 
host nation in Cairo in a 
w arm -up m atch a w eek 
b efo re  the s ta rt o f  the 
tournament.

“My players heads w'ere 
out o f the game. We were 
totally exposed. The team 
were far too confident, they 
thought Guinea were not a 
serious team and were made 
to pay heavily.

“I have to go now and 
sort out this mental problem. 
Beating Egypt in a friendly 
is no th ing  com pared  to 
losing here to Guinea,” said 
the veteran Romanian-born 
coach.

D um itru , w ho was 
appointed in a caretaker role 
for the tournament after the 
resignation of Englishman 
Stuart Baxter, said South 
A frica  fell short in all 
departments

“We had a problem all 
over the lineup, ftot only in ‘

j-j 'j ,i 11 1 ” ,
, d e f e t j c e r iW e  j i a d .  a . s e r i o t i S i

commitment. 
But he added: “You have 

not seen the real South 
Africa in this tournament 
yet. What I can promise you 
is a totally different game “ 

South  A frica  p lay  
cham pions T un isia  in 
Alexandria on Thursday and 
defeat for the 2010 World 
Cup hosts will effectively 
condemn them to an early 
exit for a second successive 
Nations Cup tournament.

T un is ia  w on th e ir 
opening Group C match with 
a 4-1 win over Zambia in 
A lexandria  ea rlie r 
Sunday.

on

Chamanga who 
Tunisians out as <■ 
ninth minute. He la  
a defensive error an 
oil the ball before 
39-year-old goalkee 
Boumnijel, to score.

But that was a 
Z am bia got w 
enterprise as the s ! k  
m ore po lish ed  Tu 
quickly clawed their \ 
into the contest.

After a few near i 
was. Dos Santos w " 
equaliser, heading \ 
C hed li’s cross 10 
before the break.

Soon after the ir.u 
writing was on the v . 
young Zambians, 
victim to naive defei 
T un isian  cap tai 
Bouazizi snapped \i 
and swivelled a ht 
goalkeeper George k

Dos Santos finis- 
off in the last six mi 
a display of the dire, 
that was such a fea: . 
last Nations Cup to>: •

He took two fine 
emphasise that the . 
the African title cou: 
decided by the forr 
continent’s top mar-

1

G uinea  saved  the ir 
strikers for late on in t • . e
ag a in st B afana B a -a ra , 
b rin g in g  on Sambci: 
B angoura  and O usm ane 
Bangoura to take th^ two 
points.

C oach P a trice  N e \ e u  
called it a “satisfying u in  
against a prestigious t e a m "  
and must take credit t r - is 
crafty changes.

Sam begou Ban_> . ' j  
scored ju s t m inutes after 
coming on, getting hi - r v d \  
onto a cross from a: 
substitute, the right neer 
Ismael Bangoura.

It w as a fe s ti\  
B angouras in t 
minutes when Ousm 
plays at Charleroi in 
added a second frt 
range.

South Africa vu 
in the game, as tht 
Ted D um itru a 
afterwards.

He said his pia 
been com placent 
high ofa-pre-tourna? 
over Egypt i n a frienc 
eight days ago.

South 
tournamen 
over if  they 
th e ir  ne>
Wednesday 
w o &  ;r f te i‘ 
pl-acd‘aWh6;2rt0ft'FI 
CufHrtials iii Girfft:

coulu 
ise to 'i 

ma 
- addi



ucsday, January 24, 2006 D a ily  T ru st

EGYPT 2006 AFRICA CUP OF NATIONS

C D -  C u p  
of tlqtiopf*

E G Y P T  t  7

It w: s a talc o f two strikers 
at t-ie Afr ".n Nations Cup 
- 1 ne v . .> covered himself 
in f lo i .  and the o ther in 

shar >e.
Brazilian-born marksman 

Santos scored a hat-trick as 
champions Tunisia opened 
the defence of their title and 
their bid to become only the 
second side to retain  the

trophy since it became a 16 
team event with a 4-1 victory 
over a plucky Zambian side in 
Group C.

It took the striker’s tally to 
seven in the A frican 
showpiece having scored five 
in 2004 and within seven of the 
overall record o f 14 held by 
Ivory Coast’s Laurent Pokou.

W hile he revelled  in 
deserved glory Emmanuel 
Adebayor saw his status as 
Togolese national hero 
stripped away after he was 
labelled  a ‘cry b ab y ’ by 
national coach Stephen Keshi.

The 21 -year-old, whose 11 
goals inspired the country to 
their first ever World Cup 
finals this year, refused to play 
in Saturday’s opening 2-0 
defeat to the D em ocratic  
Republic o f Congo, though he 
came on for part of the second 
period.

However it appeared on 
Sunday Keshi had had 
enough o f his turbulent star 
striker, who recently agreed a
10-million-euro transfer from

Monaco to Arsenal.
“He (Adebayor) does not 

adhere to the discipline of the 
squad. He is a cry baby,” said 
Keshi.

“If  he really is a star then 
he should behave like one.

“ He should behave like 
(Didier) Drogba with the Ivory 
Coast and (Samuel) Eto’o with 
C am eroon,” added K eshi, 
who appeared for Nigeria in 
the final o f  three A frican 
N ations Cups even tually  
winning in 1994.

Keshi, whom Adebayor 
accused o f  trying to be his 
agent in arranging his transfer 
to England, remained non- 
com m ital as to w hether 
Adebayor appears again in 
the tournament.

“ He is still part o f  the 
squad. Will he play another 
match? That’s up to him and 
how he does in training,” said 
K eshi, though A debayor 
claimcd to have a painful left 
thigh after training on Sunday.

A deb ay o r’s hopes o f

.tears for Adebayor
'  retaining support among his Vretaining support among 

team -m ates seem to have 
fallen on deaf ears given the 
reaction o f the captain, Jean- 
Paul Abalo.

“He can go,” said Abalo, 
who earns far less than 
Adebayor playing for lowly 
French club Dunkirk.

“He didn’t just betray his 
team , he betrayed  the 
Togolese people. Everyone 
was mad at him for what he 
did on Saturday.”

On the p itch , though, 
Santos was m agnificent as 
T unisia cam e back from  
conceding an early goal to 
Zam bia to secure a
comfortable victory.

However Zambia are far 
from no hopers for the second 
spot and had they taken their 
chances they might well have 
given the champions a scare - 
a po in t h igh ligh ted  by 
T u n is ia ’s coach Roger 
Lemerre.

“They unsettled us with 
the opening goal but we did 
not lose our heads as we 
continued to play according

to our plan and this allowed 
us to come back and win,” 
said Lemerre, who is bidding 
to become only the second 
coach to win two African 
Nations Cup titles.

“This was a great 
physical battle and the final 
result did not really tell the 
true picture o f this fight.”

His Zambian counterpart 
Kalusha Bwalya agreed.

“We did not deserve to 
lose by such a b ig  score 
because we played well 
especially in the first half. 
However, in the second half 
we made some mistakes while 
Tunisia took their chances 
very well,” said the former 
African Footballer of the Year.

The other Group C match S 
saw G uinea gain an i 
impressive 2-0 victory over 
the fallen giants South Africa 
as Sambegou Bangoura, who ; 
p lays in the English I 
Cham pionship with S to k e1 
City, and Ousmane Bangoura j 
scored late in the second-half.j

Determination key for Tunisia, says Lemerre

ilian-born Santos got a hut-trick fo r  Tunisia against Zambia.

Coach Roger Lemerre 
paid tribute to the way 
Tunisia roared back 

from a goal down to open their 
African Nations Cup defence 
with a 4-1 win over Zambia 
on Sunday.

Jam es Cham anga gave 
Zambia a shock ninth minute 
lead , bu t a h a t- tr ick  by 
B raz ilian -b o rn  s trik e r 
Francileudo Dos Santos and 
a Riadh B ouazizi header

Bafana Bafana boss’ words 
fall on stony ground

C y  Mokoena. indica

sealed Tunisia’s win in Group 
C.

“Z am b ia ’s early  goal 
shook us up a bit,” Lemerre 
told a news conference. “But 
the important thing is that 
Tunisia gave nothing away 
and just kept on playing their 
game —  despite the scoreline.

“That’s what enabled the 
team to equalise and then take 
the lead.”

“Towards the end o f the 
game, any team would have 
done what Zambia did —  at 
one goal and then two goals

dow'n they pushed fow ard  
and th ere fo re  exposed  
themselves at the back.

“And w'ith the quality of 
the Tunisia strikers, and Dos 
Santos is a true quality player, 
the result was com pletely 
turned around.”

Dos S an tos, w hose 
T unisian  natio n a lity  was 
rushed through in time for him 
to help them win Nations Cup 
in 2004, will be key to their 
W orld Cup hopes in 
Germany.

Lemerre, who steered his

" T  TT T e ’ve beaten Egypt
I watch out Africa!’

▼ Y  d ec la red  South 
African boss Ted Dumitru 
last week after a friendly 
victory.

On M onday, he was 
probably wishing he hadn’t 
fKX > carried away.

The once proud ‘Bafana 
Batana’ side that celebrated 
its return to international 
sport by landing the 1996 
African Nations Cup were 
outplayed by Guinea in their 
Group C opening match of 
this ear’s renewal and were 
fortunate not to be beaten by 
more than 2-0.

Even the normally sober 
official African Nations Cup 
website didn’t spare them.

“A quite atrocious South 
A f  ican side succum bed 
pathetically.... le d  Dumitru’s 
side, who could barely string 
a pass together got what they 
deserved  - abso lu te ly  
nothing,” was their reporter’s 
hi unt but honest 
assessment.

Dumitrescu, a 69-year-old 
P( manian born coach who 
tamed his reputation in South 
At: . a with back to back titles 
h itt ths Keizer Chiefs and ;hi 
■ ndow ns put it dow nn his 

mger players panicking 
“ We lost it

D um itru , w'ho saw  his 
previous chance o f taking a 
side to the 1982 edition in 
Libya dashed when Zambia 
were allowed in but he was 
barred.

“You didn’t see the real 
South Africa on Sunday.

“I am disappointed but 1 
can guarantee that there will 
be a totally different team 
against Tunisia in the next 
match.

“Our team is a mixture oi 
experienced  p layers and 
young ones and some of the 
less experienced got carried 
away.”

That was a touch unfair 
as the  m ore experienced  
p layers left sucji as new 
captain Sibusiso Zuma and 
Benni McCarthy completely 
misfired.

However many will point 
the finger o f  blam e at the 
ageing  coach  and  his 
selection policy which saw 
him ditch from the squad the 
solid and experienced central 
defensive  p a rtn e rsh ip  o f  
B lackburn R overs Aaron 
Mokoena and Panathinaikos’ 
N asief Morris and laid the 
foundations foi the 
e alt st rophic performance.

His d ec is io n  to  pus 
M okoena s captaincy to a
volt w nic 

j)-, Zu
-ums

Mokoena, indicated that the 
coach know n as the 
‘Professor’ w'ould brook no 
argument in his squad.

Instead Dumitru opted to 
select veteran Pierre Issa, 
who played in the 1998 and 
2002 W orld Cup fin a ls , 
p roudly  declaring  he had 
been voted p layer o f  the 
month in Greece.

T he Professor failed that 
exam when it was revealed 
tha t Issa h a d n ’t ac tually  
played for his club OFI Crete 
for six months.

Two others o f his squad 
probably w'eren’t in the best 
frame o f mind either as Vuyo 
Mere is facing charges o f  
abusing police and Benedict 
Vilakazi - who played in the 
Guinea debacle - is up on 
charges o f rape o f a minor and 
both were allowed to travel 
because the ju d g es  
postponed their respective 
trials.

With m atches to come 
against champions Tunisia - 
ru th less 4-1 v ictors over 
Zambia - and the Zambians, 
who w ere very lively up front 
but porous in the back, the 
Somh Africans look set to 
complete their decline from 
African giants tb also ribs:

A sad iale just four years 
away from them hosting the 
greaiest footballing show on

native France to the Euro 
2000 title, was in no doubt his 
African champions had been 
given a hard time.

“One thing was clear, both j 
teams got stuck in early,” hej 
said. “The match was really i 
intense from a physical point j 
o f  view  and the technical i 
quality was good.

“The fans who turned upj 
won’t have regretted i t ” 

Lem erre po in ted  up 
Z a m b ia ’s sp irited )
performance, admitting: “The j 
result doesn’t fully reflect the j 
p h ysica l ch a llen g e  tha t | 
Tunisia were put through.” i 

Zam bia coach Kalusha j 
Bwalya felt his young team j 
had been hard done by over j 
the result.

“The scoreline is a bit i 
tough on us. As a team, I 
don’t think we deserved the 
scoreline we got,” he said.

“We played well in the 
firs t h a lf  but they  w ere 
dangerous on the break. 
Every time they got the ball, 
they hurt us more than we 
could take at this time.

“We m ade one or two 
m istakes and  th is  is 
something we have to work 
on. They u tilised  all the 
chances they had and while 
we had some too, we couldn’t 
take then?.”
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Sharapova, Petrova meet for third
/  composure,” Sharapova said, beating  ano ther R ussian,

Maria Sharapova and 
N ad ia  P etrova 
seem  to have a 
knack for meeting in Grand 

Slam quarterfinals.
The two Russians both 

won fourth-round matches 
Sunday at the A ustralian  
Open, setting up their third 
s tra ig h t m eeting  in the 
quarters o f a major.

T h a t’s not necessarily  
good new s for the sixth- 
seeded Petrova, who lost 
both matches, at Wimbledon 
and the U.S. Open, and trails 
3-1 overall in head-to-head 
matches. ^

The fo u rth -seed ed  
Sharapova, who w asn't sure 
she would play here due to 
nagg ing  sh o u ld er pain , 
show ed no signs o f  the 
ailment as she ousted No. 17 
Daniela Hantuchova with the 
roof closed on Rod Laver

Arena due to the sweltering 
heat outside.

She c learly  w asn ’t 
unhappy to be playing in the 
air-conditioning, despite the 
adjustments that it meant.

“Today w’as probably one 
o f the hottest days I’ve ever 
experienced in my life,” the 18- 
year-o ld  Sharapova, who 
trains in Florida, told the 
crowd. “I don’t know how 
you guys do it.”

“ I was a little bit sluggish 
in the beginning. When they 
close the roof, the conditions 
are different. You hear the ball 
differently. So my rhythm was 
a little bit off.”

H antuchova, who beat 
Serena Williams in the last 
round, broke Sharapova’s 
serve early in both sets only 
to see the Russian light back 
each time.

“ I rea lly  kept my

Aussie Open midterm grades
T ' T  J e  re in the round o f  16 at the Australian Open, the 
1 / 1 /  rare tennis tournament with enough atmosphere and 
V  r  soul to compensate fo r  a rash o f  withdra wals. Who 

would have thought that Martina Hingis would outlast both 
Williams sisters? That Lleyton Hewitt would not only lose, 
but lose without much o fa  fight. That Fabrice Santoro and 
Paul H enri Matheiu would outlast French countryman 
Richard Gasquet and Gael M onfik. That Roger Federer 
wouldn’t drop a set. OK, scratch that last one.

With a week in the books and a lot o f  intrigue left to go, 
here are out midterm grades.

A
Martina Hingis: Sure didn't take long for three-'ii ne champ 

to shake off the rust after three-year hiatus. Looks surprisingly 
sharp, plus her draw has been most kind.

Roger Federer: Wafts into Round 4 without facing much 
o f a test.

Andy Roddick: The U.S. Open sure seems like a long time 
ago.

Men’s doubles: Signs sponsorship deal with Stanford 
Financial. Suddenly has gone from the red-headed stepchild 
to a hot property.

Daniela Hantuchova: Once a top five player, her upset of 
Serena Williams could represent a real turning point.

B+
Alex Bogomolov —-  Ashley Harkleroad: Husband/wife 

each wins first round matches. He upset Fernando Gonzalez 
(though he behaved abominably during the encounter); and 
she scored a nice win over Shaui Peng. They both lost iri 
Round 2.

Mother China: In a sign o f the times, seven Chinese 
w'omen were in the draw though none advanced beyond 
Round 2.

Tszvetana Pironkova: In her first Grand Slain match, 
Bulgarian teen plays unflustered tennis to beat Venus 
Williams in Round 1. Comes back to earth against Laura 
Granville.

B
Australia: Hewitt, Mark Philipoussis and Alicia Molik win 

one among them. But good-on-ya-maters to Sam Stosur and 
Pete Luczak.

Dominik Hrbaty: Wins all three five-setters he plays, but 
how much does he left for Week 2?

B-
Lleyton Hewitt: Goes down with surprising meekness to 

his nemesis. Juan Ignacio (Great Expectorations) Chela in 
Round 2. On the other hand, his baby-shielding skills were 
first-rate.

Serena Williams: Now likely to be outside the to^v40. will 
she rededicate herself to tennis?c

French teens: Neither Richard Gasquet nor Gael Monfils 
(both seeded) win a set in their first round losses

Rob Gincpri: U.S. Open semifinalist squanders a two set 
and 3-0 lead to lose second-round match to qualifier Denis 
Gremebmayr.

Old Blighty: Both Tim Henman and Andrew N tay b t fb 
get toe tags in Round 1.

Tiylor Dent: When you’re a bard-serving, aUac1 ig slayer 
competing on a fast surface and you can’t muster = t against' 
a Spanish journeyman, it might be rime to return to t: ic drawing 
board

Damir Ookic: We were sick of this guy in i
Rosts:k  Tanner: In the latest twist in a sad 1' ‘7

‘Even though I got down 
those breaks, I still felt like I 
was playing pretty well.”

H an tuchova had 
problems with her left leg in 
the second set, stretching it 
repeatedly before seeking 
medical attention and getting 
her thigh wrapped, but didn’t 
seem to be affected afterward.

Playing well is a relief for 
S harapova, who had no 
recen t m atch experience  
coming into the year’s first 
Grand Slam event.

“I ’m happy that without 
knowing if I can play here, I’m 
in the quarterfinals,” she said. 
“I feel like I’m playing better 
and better as the matches go 
on.”

Sharapova finished with 
25 w inners and only  16 
unforced errors and broke 
Hantuchova five times, the 
last at 4-4 in the second set. 
Trailing 40-0 in the next game, 
H an tuchova saved  tw o 
match points before sending 
a serv ice  re tu rn  long as 
Sharapova raised her arms in 
victory.

Like Sharapova, Petrova 
hasn’t dropped a set so far,

Elena Vesnina, 6-3, 6-1 on 
Sunday. Her matchup with

Sharapova gi arantees that at 
least one Ru: ian wi.! make

the semifinals, with 
Anastasia Myskina • 
in the other half o f the

Maria Sharapora, above, and Russian compatriot Nadia Petrova seem to have a knack for m et; _ 
each other

Hingis sharp again, joins Clijsters
...in q-finals

A . Hingis blunted S

M artina Hingis took 
another step on the 
comeback trail 
Monday, beating Samantha 

Stosur 6-1, 7-6 (8) to reach the 
Australian Open quarterfinals.

Hingis, in her first 
tournament since coming back 
from a three-year retirement, 
converted on her fourth match 
point, showing the same savvy 
she used to win five Grand Slam 
titles.

“I started off very well, I 
knew that I had to be right there 
from the start — we both 
probably were very nervous,” 
Hingis said. “I knew I couldn’t

give her any momentum.”
The 25-year-old Swiss star 

next faces her biggest challenge 
so far against second-seeded Kim 
Clijsters, who has spent nearly 
all of her off-court time getting 
worked on by trainers.

Clijsters showed no signs of 
the back and hip pain that has 
bothered her for the last week as 
she beat 15th-seeded Francesca 
Schiavone of Italv fora 7-6 (5), 
6-4.

Hingis blunted Stosur’s 
strong ground strokes w'ith an 
often-stunning blend of 
perfectly placed baseline shots, 
crisp volleys and soft drops that 
had the Australian dashing to the 
net for a pickup only to see the 
next shot lobbing over her head.

Stosur, ranked 98th, seemed 
befuddled and almost on the 
verge of tears at times in the first 
set, giving the partisan crowd 
little to cheer about as she 
impatiently tried to hit winners.

Rafter laments loss of
serve-and-volley players
S “ “ .............................

Patrick Rafter does not 
expect to see the style 

revived by today’s players.
The two-time U.S. Open 

champion from Australia could 
name only Max Mirnyi of 
Belarus as serve-and-volleyer 
among the current players, 
although American Taylor Dent 
also plays that style.

“Is that it actually? I don’t 
know,” Rafter said.

Mimyi lost to top-seeded 
Roger Federer in three sets in the

third round on Saturday.
Rafter, who also made 

Wimbledon finals in 2000 and 
2001 and reached the No. 1 ranking 
in 1999, said the types of court 
surfaces now being used “don’t 
make it easy for a kid to serve and 
volley.”

Plus, he said, players need to 
start practicing it at a young age 
because it takes time to perfect 
and success does not come 
quickly.

“You generally are pretty 
small, you get passed all over the 
place," Rafter said.

“You generally have to take 
the hits on the chin quite a lot. It’s 
hard for a kid sometimes. You want 
to win, and a lot of times you don’t 
win playing that type of game. It 
does need some years to develop.” 

Rafter, who made the 
semifinals at the 2001 Australian 
Open— losing to Andre Agassi in 
five sets — was in Melbourne tor 
the announcement of his election 
to the International Tennis Hall of 
Fame.

A day after syvitnmini/ with

Schnyder pounded ball after ball 
to that side Monday.

The result was that Myskina, 
the 2004 French Open champion, 
self-destructed with 32 unforced 
errors, two-thirds from the 
backhand side, as Schnyder 
reached the quarterfinals of the 
Australian Open for the third 
consecutive year, 6-2,6-1.

There’s something about 
Austialia that brings out the best 
in the 27-year-old Schnyder, who 
has won three of her 10 career 
singles titles Down Under. She has 
said she’d like to move here when 
she retires, though that could be a 
while since she’s playing the best 
tennis of her career.

Schnyder’s success at 
Melbourne Park certainly 
contributes to her love affair with 
Australia.

Then there are the 
extracurricular opportunities

;hnyder went swimming 
t the M elbourne

just very exciting, 
: tank with the sharks 
> stingrays and tin.

In a sign of things to cm 
Hingis won the first point 
net court that dribbled over 
winner. She ran off the last t 
games of the first set, finish 
off in just 23 minutes.

But the second set w 
tougher, with Hingis getting 
first break on a running fore . 
crosscourt pass that left S; 
virtually flat-footed.

Both struggled with ih 
serves, trading breaks four tin 
in 12 games.

Hingis had chances to - i 
for the match at 5-4 and 6-5 1 
was broken both times.

Stosur, feeding o ff t 
crow'd’s energy and fin.' 
showing the form that gm 
through three matches, refu.v\ 
wilt.

Stosur pulled ahead 5-2 ■■ 
tiebreaker. This time, it >' 
Hingis’ turn to rally. She r 
four straight points to set ap 
first match point that S’ 
fended off with a 33-shot rail;. ' 
ended when Hingis sent a fort 
that landed at her feet well \

Stosur saved two more r 
points before Hingis fin- 
finished it off on her fourth < 
when Stosur netted a for J

“Toward the end, I jus: 
want to remember the other i 
I played here and lost 
second set,” said Hingis, v h' 
four match points before !• 
to Jennifer Capriati in th 
final here.

C lijsters overcame 
stinging baseline pov. 
Schiavone.

“I was a bit scared ” Cbj -' 
said of the nagging injun • 
had her questioning whet! . 
would even show up in Melb 
Park this year.

“I’ve probably beer, n 
physio room more in tru 
week than in my life,” she 
“Hopefully it’ll pay off"

Clijsters had troubk 
serve, with fourdouble-k.ii: 
had 43 unforced errors thai 
be attributed to stay ins

to r
Sensiu

ikhajid
i a Mysfc

a little 
■ft’s a

me .exp 
:!d theVt i

she;
iutthi1
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Eagles fire up Port Said
The populace o f  Port 

Said, North-East coast 
of the Mediterranean 
are anxiously awaiting the 

Super Eagles to kick-start 
their 2006 African Cup of 
Nations campaign against the 
Black S tars o f  G hana 
yesterday afternoon.

The atm osphere in Port 
! Said is that o f  excitement as

fans keep asking if the likes 
o f Austin Okocha, Obafemi 
Martins and Kanu Nwankwo 
will be in action.

“I will be at the stadium to 
watch Nigeria and hope they 
will play Egypt in the final,” 
Kareem Ahmed said.

For S abir H osny, the 
manager o f a boutique on El- 
Gumeriya road, his joy has

been short-lived with recent 
pronouncement that Nigeria 
cap ta in  Jay Jay O kocha 
would be missing in action.

“1 have bought tickets for 
me and my fam ily to see 
Okocha, now he will not play 
but I will like to see Martins,” 
Hosny added.

The mere sight o f a black 
man on the street, the first

Mastroudes slams Africa’s World Cup reps
A f t e f  w a tc h in g  

A ngola, Togo and 
lo o k in g  fo rw ard  

to seeing the B lack Stars 
o f  G h a n a  ta k e  on th e  
S uper E ag les o f  N igeria  
M onday, form er Leventis 
U nited football club boss 
Jo h n  M a s tro u d e s  has 

| declared that A frica will be 
poorly  represen ted  at this 
y e a rs  W o rld  C up  in 
Germany.

According to him, their 
p e rfo rm a n c e  at the  o n ­
g o in g  A fr ic a n  C up o f  
Nations in Egypt has only 
shown that they are merely 
pretenders.

He s ta ted , “ I am very  
sk ep tica l abou t A fr ic a ’s 
chances at the World Cup. 
I don 't rate Ghana, I don’t 
ra te  T ogo , 1 d o n ’t ra te  
Angola”

He advised that i f  Africa 
is going to get any thing 
m e a n in g fu l th en  Iv o ry  
Coast and Tunisia should 
step up th e ir gam e.

Even  w ith o u t k ic k in g  
the ball yet, M astroudes 
is  c o n v in c e d  th a t  th e  
Super Eagles w ill do well 
at the o n -g o in g  N atio n s 
Cup.

He told brilafm .net “This 
is the first tim e I have a

strong feeling that we are gong to do it all the w ay’

Oliseh retires
N igerian m idfielder 

Sunday Oliseh has 
announced his reti­

rem ent and leaves Racing 
Genk with immediate effect, 
th e  B e lg ian  c lu b  sa id  
yesterday.

“Sunday came to me this 
m orn ing  and ask ed  to 
terminate his contract on the 
basis that he wished to finish 
h is p ro fe ss io n a l c a ree r,” 
Genk Sporting Director Ariel 
Jacobs told Reuters.

“He says he wants to begin 
a new life on a personal level.” 

The 31 year-o ld  O liseh 
ijoined Genk last year from 
G erm an  c lub  B o ru ss ia  
D ortm und and was under

co n tra c t u n til  2007 . He 
p layed  his last gam e on 
Sunday in a 2-1 defeat at 
Charleroi.

He began his professional 
career in Belgium in 1990 with 
Club Liege and had spells 
w ith  R eggiana, C ologne, 
Ajax, Juventus, Bochum and 
Dortmund. He also helped 
N ig e ria  w in  go ld  at the 
Atlanta Olympics in 1996.

Enjoy cup experience, Bwalya tells players 
7£ - J \

' ambia coach Kalusha 
B w alya  has u rged  

f his team to enjoy the 
African Nations Cup after

RESULTS
A ll results o f  the fir s t round o f  

group matches

Egypt 3 Libya 0 
Togo 0 DR Congo 2 

Ivory Coast 1 Morocco 0 
Cameroun 3 Angola 1 

Tunisia 4 Zambia 1 
South Africa 0 Guinea 2 

Nigeria 1 Ghana 0 
Zimbabwe 0 Senegal 2

Today’s fictures
Libya vs Cote d’Ivoire - 4.15 pm 

Egypt vs Morocco - 7.00 pm

the disappointm ent o f  a 4- 
1 defeat to Tunisia in their 
o p e n in g  m atch  o f  the 
tournam ent on Sunday.

Bwalya, who played in six 
Nations Cup finals for his 
country, said the Zam bian 
side needed to absorb the 
e x p e r ie n c e  o f  the  
continental cham pionship 
and savour the tournam ent 
if  they w ere to have any 
ch a n c e  o f  m ak in g  the 
quarter-finals.

“We have done well to 
ge t to  the  N a tio n s  C up 
finals but it is not enough 
ju s t to be h e re ,” he told 
Reuters on Monday.

“We want to have a good 
feeling about the N ations 
Cup. We have to go out and 
play to our ability and have 
fun and en joy  ou rse lves 
and make something out o f 
it. It is a chance for the 
p lay ers  tha t only  com es 
a ro u n d  once  ev e ry  tw o 
years, so they must learn to 
make the most o f  it.”

B w a ly a , am o n g  a
g e n e ra tio n  o f  fo rm e r 
N ations Cup cortibatants 
now on the coaching bench 
fo r th e ir  co u n trie s , said  
Zam bia had no alternative

Burning Issues
> # » / /

P a tr ic k  A n d r e w

word that comes out o f the 
taxi-driVer, people on the 
street, cafeteria  s ta ff  and 
young children is the scream 
ofN-I-G-E-R-I-A.

Certainly, the Super Eagles 
will not be lacking support 
despite relative quietness on 
the arrival o f  the popular, 
Nigerian Football and Other 
Sports Supporters Club.

Passion for the game
,'n) uno 
t is. the 
I rMhcr 

act o f 
rhours

b u t to  w in  th e ir  tw o 
remaining Group C matches 
to  h av e  any  c h an ce  o f  
reaching the quarter-finals.

“It’s complicated now, we 
have to beat Guinea in our 
n e x t gam e. T hey  and  
T u n is ia  a re  now  in the  
driving seat,” he said.

Zam bia play their next 
m atch  in A lex an d ria  on 
Thursday and Bwalya said 
he had much to work on in 
the next days to give his 
sid e  a ch a n c e  a f te r  the  
d e fe a t to the  d e fen d in g  
cham pions

“We took the lead against 
Tunisia but gave the ball 
away too cheaply. We should 
have been more comfortable 
on the ba ll. We actually  
played into their trap.

“ It was a bad result for 
us but not a true reflection 
o f  the game and the way we 
play. It was not good for 
our morale. We put in a lot 
o f  e f fo r t  bu t w ith o u t 
getting anything out o f  it,” 
he added.
■’ “ We h av e  to  b u ild  
ourselves up again and try 
and fight and go back to 
basics, defend properly. We 
have to lift our level.”

L ately, controversy has dogged the countn. ' 

game o f passion: football. As embarras s 111 _ 
country's dirty underwear has been displa' 

shamelessly before the public glare over the si:
electing members of the Executive Committee. F >r 
on Thursday, Nigeria was the subject o f  hot del' . before
FIFA and CAF officials, who against their wishes. > s,, ** 
judgement over the election hiceups in the count

FIFA Secretary- General, Urs Linsi, his CAF . crpan. 
Mustapha Fahmy, Heinz Marotlzke, Jerome Cha:rp ic. Dr 
Amos Adamu, Brig. Gen. Dominic Oneya, Hon N d u - rabo* 
the chairman o f the electoral committee that ret \ haj 
Ibrahim Galadima, Aisha Fotade, Amanze Uchegbui am and 
Shuaibu Ahmed Gara, who represented the S ta - . >lders 
participated in the meeting and the acting NFA sc r - -aim\ 
Amun. Sadly, Galadima was not there to present sitior 
due to the refusal o f the Egyptian Embassy to-gran: ’ isa to 
Egypt.

At the meeting, Irabor presented his arguments at sisted 
on the legitimacy o f the 66 delegates who voted in k The 
former lawmaker said all 66 delegates were issued ba i apers 
at the point o f  entry for the actual voting exercise. I)' iamu, 
he argued, failed to report to Kano to monitor the eU\ n not 
because o f  any security risk but as a civil servant had : ict in 
obedience to the government directive.

He submitted that the police were coaxed by the gov e m o n t  
to write that security could not be guaranteed at tin _tkb.- 
This, in itself, tells a lot about the Nigeria Police if  it is t- ae that 
something as serious as the security for delegates * d He 
toyed with or that at the beck and call o f government they 
could falsified security report for the purpose of serving the 
selfish whims o f the state.

Champagne specifically contended that Fanny A m t - >uld 
not even participate in the Extraordinary General Asm: ~*ly. in 
essence that Nigeria should not vote because he was guest of 
the state only few days to the January 6 stakeholders it cctmg. 
Amun, according to him, is another civil servant out to sdVc 
the interest o f his masters. The under secretary, accordir g to 
Paul Bassey, was said to have insisted that Amun i the 
NFA scribe and thus should not participate in the m a tr ig  to 
resolve the impasse. Several unsavoury comments v . e  .kW 
about the way and manner football is being run in S u \ m  
Marotlzke added his own bits all o f which painted a pathetic 
picture for Nigeria football.

Uchegbunam, the chairman o f the stakeholder- ng 
stated his grouse and that o f the south east delegate jpt 
Enyimba FC against the elections in Kano stressing one 
was no formal letters o f invitation to attend the cor: . .» m
Kano, no board meeting where the venue was agree. >n 
They, he said, had looked forward to a consensus on the v o m |

Champagne again said the Abuja gathering was illegal becatae 
it failed to meet the requirement o f the NFA Statute on length of 
time needed for such congress to be held. Uchcgn . m 
responded that there was a vacuum, an emergence Mia. >n 
that required quick response to resolve existing p robk:

Amun also spoke in manner that left much to be i v  
aboiitthestateofthegam eandtheinciinationofind:\ •< 
conduct business devoid o f the statute.

At a stage, the atmosphere was so tensed up that the T  
official had to intervene urging for caution based on the et 
that all belong to a family and like every family wrangling ie 
matter will be resolved amicably.

Linsi then asked the stakeholders to substantiate r 
position within seven days that all sort o f persons voted at the 
Kano elections. They were specifically requested to sub:: 
“authentic” list o f delegates without voting right that pa­
in the voting exercise.

In all, the exercise unduly spotlighted Nigeria which m 
ideally be the continent's torch stone in administration . 
game. It beats one’s imagination why Nigeria should ahvay s be 
in the news for the wrong reasons and why it is so difficu 
us as a people to adapt to international standard in ha 
responsibility. Again it beats one’s imagination why our le- 
can't fill the purse of the public, detect their mood and 
consonance with the yearnings o f the public instead o f  in- 
on their selfish inclinations in whatever form.

True, we individually and as a group have a passion 
game but a passion that tended‘lto the negative no tnatu 
zeal invested into its execution wjfl in the end amount to nought 
The only sad thing is the fact, that the game itself wii! 
untoward digression thus depraving the general publie ti 
derivable from the passion in these days o f  unproroi 
austerity.
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T u e s d a y  C o l u m n

Assessing universities accreditation results
Going through the results o f  the Novem ber 2005 

university -w ide accred itation  released by the 
National Universities Commission (NUC) as con- 

* j ducted by 500 professors between Novem ber 13 and 26,
! 2005, we have to du ff our hats for Professors Tijjani 
jBande and Attahiru Jega, Vice Chancellors o f  Usmanu 
i Dan Fodiyo U niversity, Sokoto and Bayero U niversity, 
Kano respectively for being the first am ongst equals, 

j The exercise covered the evaluation o f  1,343 undergradu­
ate degree programmes in 48 universities (25 federal, 20 

| state and three private) and five colleges o f  education 
^ w i th  governm ent-approved affiliation with universities. 

The overall results were not only surprising in several 
cases but also shocking and disappointing in m ultiple 
cases, as the second-generation universities have taken 

| over in excellence from the first-generation universities.
The in-house m agazine o f  the NUC, M onday M em o ,

; Vol. 5 N o.3 o f January 16, 2006 is now a must for all 
parents who want to look for good universities and de­
gree program m es for their children and wards. For in­
stance, out o f  the 1,343 degree program m es that were 
evaluated, 571 (42.5% ) earned full accreditation status, 
670 (49.9%) earned interim accreditation and 102 (7.6%) 
failed to meet the prescribed M inimum Academ ic Stan- 
dards and therefore denied accreditation. A ccording to 
the NUC, “more than ha lf o f  the program m es evaluated 

| in federal universities earned full accreditation compared 
| to 26.5% o f programmes in state universities where most 
(about 60%) o f program m es earned interim  accredita­

t i o n ” . Furtherm ore, unlike the situation before the No- 
I vember exercise when a vast majority o f the programmes 
i in Nigerian universities (81.3%) were at interim accredi­
tation, only about h a lf o f  the program m es evaluated in 
Novem ber were at interim  accreditation. An evaluation 

_ o f  academ ic program m es by proprietorship, according 
to th e ’N U C, revealed  that w hereas only  17.8%  o f  
program m es in federal universities were at full accredi­

t a t i o n  s ta tu s  as at M ay 2 0 0 5 , the  p ro p o r tio n  o f  
j program m es with full accreditation status had risen sig­
nificantly to 53.0% in November 2005. Similarly, although 

| there was a rem arkable im provem ent in the proportion 
o f  program m es w ith full accreditation in state un iversi­
ties (6 .2%  versus 26 .5% ), a p rep o n d eran ce  o f  the 
program m es is still at interim  accreditation.

The evaluation exercise o f  the 48 universities and five 
I colleges o f  education w ith governm ent-approved af­
filia tion  w ith un iversities w ere conducted by 500 full 
p rofessors constitu ted  into accred itation  panels w ith 

I three professors nom inated by each vice chancellor o f  
_s.| the universities. Each panel was constituted taking into 

: consideration “requisite academic specialisations, a bal­
anced geo-political spread and ensuring that no panel 
m em ber was assii

By Ljudud Shariff
ujushariff@yahoo.com

less than 70% or an overall total score o f  70% and above 
but w ith a score o f  less than 70% in any o f  the four- 
core areas as iden tified  in (A) above (U niversity  shall 
run the p rogram m e fo r tw o years  a fte r w hich  the 
program m e is re-evaluated. If  after two years, the defi­
ciencies are not remedied, the programme will autom ati­
cally revert to Denied Status) and (C) DENIED accredi­
tation  m eans an overall total score o f  less than 60% 
(U niversity  shall im m ediately cease to adm it students 
into the program m e. Students who are currently  en ­
rolled before the declaration o f  the denied status shall

Prof. Peter Okebukola, NUC Executive Secretary
com plete the program m e. C ertificate issued to students 
illegally  adm itted after the denied status is proclaim ed 
w ill not be recognised. Hence any student illega lly  ad­
m itted  wil l  not be m obilised for NYSC or accepted  for 
governm ental em ploym ent or ro s t- j  
Ci

sity, Ile-Ife and the Ahmadu Bello University, Zari.i -oni 
Ibadan to Ile-Ife and Nsukka, the bad news is that law 
degree program m e in the three prem ier univer^i’ es is 
very soon jo in ing  history as it is proscribed. In :her 
w ords, the three universities w ill no longer adnn new 
students to study law. This new developm ent is not ,>nly 
shocking but also greatly em barrassing to them hew ing 
in mind the num ber o f  great law yers that they h a . c pro­
duced in the past. Equally em barrassing is the p n " . • ip- 
tion o f accountancy degree programme for Ahmadu Hello 
University, Zaria.

O ther em erging trends from the recent accredit on 
exercise have shown some rem arkable improvemet •> in 
the number o f programmes with full accreditation in :ate 
universities (6.2%  versus 26.5% ), a p reponderan t, o f 
the program m e is “still at interim  accreditation Hut 
beyond this im provem ent, the figures show an alart ng 
num ber o f  those program m es that failed to attain ne 
barest m inimum o f academ ic standards and there re 
denied accreditation. O f the 102 program m es that v ere 
denied accreditation, 60 are from the 20 state u m u  m- 
ties. This is really bad news as it brings the qua lit of 
those universities to question. For exam ple, U ni\ et > 
o f  U yo tops the chart w ith a w hopping  23 d e n  ed 
programmes out o f  its total 55 programmes. It is follow ed 
by Enugu State U niversity o f  Technology that has '8  
out o f  its 40 program m es denied accreditation. I ae >s 
State University (LASU) bagged the third place toe et 
with O labisi Onabanjo U niversity, A go-Iwoye that e t 
eight o f  their program m es each denied accreditat. 
Equally disturbing is the perform ance o f the m m  
eral Special U niversities o f  Technology and A gricult i.-e 
in M inna, Bauchi, Akure, Owerri, Abeokuta, UmudiKe. 
M akurdi, Yola and the Kaduna NDA. For instance t , 
Federal U niversity o f  A griculture, M akurdi should . 
watched closely because out o f  its 18 program m es, or > 
one (Fisheries and A quaculture) was fully accredit : 
and 17 received interim  status. On the other hand, h. >u 
ever, no private university has a program m e with de 
sta tus.

A fu rther assessm ent o f  these results indicates a tre 
m endous im provem ent’ by N orthern universities t h ; ’ 
are giving a serious challenge to the Southern unive 
sities. We are very glad that the first three (that h 
you do not w ant to call them  the best) un iversities in 
N igeria today are the Bayero University, Kano, Usman 
D anFodio U niversity , Sokoto and the U niversity  
Ilorin  w here Professor Sam Im ole is presid ing  as ■ 
Vice C hancellor. We therefo re  urge U niversiti 
M aiduguri and 3os

o f  cac a lto  p ti tK if tfc r f  ■  the n a l t  : o a  o f
relevant program m es. Program m es »  ere evaluated and 
scored based on the follow ing criteria: S taffing (32), 
Academic Content (23), Physical facilities (25), Library 
(12), Funding (5) and E m ployer’s Ratings (3) to talling  
100. Each crite rion  has com ponent indices w ith vary­
ing w eightings as contained in the “M anual o f  A ccredi­
tation Procedures for A cadem ic Program m es in N ige­
rian  U n iv e rs it ie s” . The a c c re d ita tio n  s ta tu s  for a 
program m e is determ ined after a sum m ary o f  the scores 
aw arded by each panel is entered into the A ccred ita­
tion Panel Report Form (N U C/A PRF), w hich now be­
com es the accreditation p an e l’s recom m endation. The 
criteria for award o f accreditation status to a programme 
are as follow s: (A) FULL accred itation  status- overall 
score o f  70% and above in addition to scoring at least 
70% in each o f  the four-core areas o f  staffing, academic 
con ten ts, physical fac ilities  and lib rary  (U niversity  
shall run the program m e for five years after w hich the 
program m e will be re-evaluated for accreditation to de­
term ine its current standing); (B) INTERIM  accred ita­
tion status m eans an overall score o f  60% or more but

ppoi .rtA \T.\tw ascendancy of the 
• • • • • i - r c ^ e r a ta o r  a tm c rs ittc s  overtak ing  the o lder 

ocs nh> of note is the perform ance o f Bayero Uni­
versity, Kano and Usmanu DanFodiyo U niversity that 
came first. These two universities made about 90% o f 
their program m es attaining the full accreditation status. 
The two universities had only three interim  and no de­
nial status each. Com ing after them  in the second posi­
tion o f  federal universities is the U niversity o f  Ilorin 
that scored 69.7% full accreditation followed by the Fed­
eral University o f  Technology, Akure with 69.6%  full ac­
creditation. And at the bottom  o f  the ladder, we have the 
Federal U niversity o f  A griculture, M akurdi with only 
5.6% full accreditation (in fact, only one programme was 
cleared while 17 gained interim  status) as well as the 
U niversity o f  Uyo that scored 12.7% full status, 45.5% 
interim  and a whopping 41.8% denial. In fact, this uni­
versity m ust be closely w atched by parents, because to 
me, it is the worst university in N igeria. Out o f  its 55 
programmes, only seven were fully accredited, 25 receiv­
ing interim  status and 27 totally  denied. Sim ilarly, the 
accreditation has dealt fatal blows on the four first-gen­
eration universities namely: U niversity o f  Ibadan, U ni­
versity o f  N igeria, Nsukka, Obafemi Awolowo Univer-

sucti as A ccounting, Law
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Sciences, Geography, M edicine, V eterinary M e d ia n . 
Sociology, Political Sciences, Mass Communication, etc 
Sim ilarly, U niversity  o f  Jos has every cause to wor- 
w ith 19 program m es getting  full accred itation , 12 ir 
terim  status (M edicine, Political Science, Sociolo;: 
Pharm acy, A ccounting, B usiness M anagem ent, Arch 
tecture , etc) and one denial in F rench/L inguistics. We 
are also happy that o f  the 20 universities that have no 
programme denied accreditation, 10 are from the North 
Awka, Ilorin, Kano, M aiduguri, Sokoto, Port Harcourt. 
Akure, A beokuta, Um udike, M akurdi, N igeria Defence 
Academy, Yola, Anambra State, Benue State, Kogi State. 
Kano S tate , LA U TEC H , M adonna, Igb ined ion  and 
Bowen. We are also glad that the Federal C ollege of 
E ducation  (FC E ), Kano bagged  the gold  m edal b% 
em erging as the first am ong the five that were evalu ­
ated. It has all eight program m es fully  accredited  with 
no interim  or denied status at all. Following FCE, Kano 
is FCE, Zaria that had nine o f  its 10 program m es fully 
accredited  w ith only Education/C hem istry  gaining in ­
terim  status.

In conclusion, we wish to com m end the NUC for this 
exercise that has all the elem ents o f  fairness and objec­
tivity considering the low position o f  LASU where Prof. 
Peter Okebukola, the Executive Secretary comes from. 
We also call on all the universities to wake up and en­
sure better perform ance next time, especially on those 
program m es w ith interim  status.
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