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PUBLIC HEARINGS

North-East

assemblies may
reject rd

our out of the six states
Houses of Assembly in
the North East Zone
may reject attempts to amend
the constitution to provide
for a third term for President
Obasanjo and other political
office holders.
The affected states

Autecrash
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In Sdkoto
From Aminut Mohammed,
Regional Editor, (Sokoto) j
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oi wnosiisiained various de-
grees of injuries.
Narrating the story to
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From Abdullahi Bego, in
Maiduguri, Emmanuel Bello,
In Abuja, Tashikalmah
Haliah, in Bauchi & Hir
Joseph, in Makurdi

Houses of Assembly are
those of Bauchi, Gombe,
Tarabaand Adamawa.

Daily Trustlearnt that this
position will be made public
at the zonal public hearings
on the review ofthe 1999 con-
stitution holding in
Maiduguri.

The Houses of Assembly
of Bauchi, Taraba and
Adamawa states have
adopted a position to oppose
the president’s third term bid
while Gombe and Yobe’s
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to adopt a position.

The Bomo state House of
Assembly is yet to discuss
the third term agenda but
Daily Trust gathered that
most lawmakers support the
idea because of governor
Modu Sheriff.

Our correspondents re-
port that Speakers of some
state Assemblies in the
North-East have planned to
presentajoint memorandaon
behalf of the zone opposing
tenure extension beyond
2007.

However, one of the
Speakers told Daily Trustthat
the stance of the Bomo State
Assembly “has weakened our

Cont. on Pg. 2
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From right, Secretary ofState in the Ministry of Trade, Cameroon, Ama Tutu Muna,former Head of
State, Ernest Shonekan, First Bank Executive Director (retail banking), Mr. Remi Babalola and
Minister offinance, Mrs. Ngozi Okonjo-Itveala at the West African Investment Forum, held in

Abuja... yesterday.

Pic: Felix Onigbinde.

Mob on rampage in Onitsha

ngry mob on yester-

day attacked two
iim ;losques and North-
erners resident in Onitsha,
Anambra State, in what is
feared to be reprisal attacks
of the violent riots that took
place over the weekend in
some parts of the North.

By Isa Sanusi, Abubakar
Haruna in Abuja & Beatrice
Onuchukwu in Onitsha

Agency reports said that:
“the whole town is in frenzy
and people are running in all
directions as at yesterday
evening.”

Niger Delta crises may affect 2006 budget

"inistcry |na
Ngoz jO-
J weal ester

pressed concern that the shut-
ting down of operations by
Shell Petroleum Development
Company (SPDC) inthe Niger
Delta area has a potential to
impact negatively on the
nation’s revenue and conse-

frr™”Z

quently affect the implemen-
tation 0 2006 budget.

The Minister spoke to
newsmen at the plenary ses-
sion of the on-going first
West African Investment Fo-
rum (WAIF) in Abuja, where

she said if operations in those
stations do not resume on
time, the government may
have problems meeting its
revenue target for this year.
SPDC over the weekend
shut down its western opera-

|- Okonjo-lweala

tions in the Niger Delta and
also halted loading from an
export terminal after militants

took nine foreigners hostage.

and attacked oil facilities in
the region.
Cont. on Pg. 2

When contacted on
phone yesterday, the Com-
missioner of Police, Anambra
State, Mr. Moses Anegbode
confirmed the incident. He
told Daily Trust “as at now,
we are preoccupied with givl
ing coverage to Hausas who
are going into hiding. So
many of the Hausa’s have
taken refuge in barracks.”

The Commissioner ofPo-
lice however, could not con-
firm the reported death offive
people.

The mob is said to have
torched two mosques located
at the Hausa quarters, leav-
ing behind ashes and burnt
out properties. Also de-
stroyed were kiosks and resi-

Cont. on Pg. 2
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Iresolve for a joint mcmo-
;randa.”
Although the Yobe state
House of Assembly has not
jdiscussed the matter, it is
likely the Assembly will sup-
port the third term agenda
based on the position of the
i governor, Alhaji Bukar Abba
Ibrahim, who favours tenure
j extension for political office
|holders. Apartfrom state As-
;semblies, indications are that
Icivil society groups within the

| North-east geopolitical zone ’

Iwould also speak against the

Ithird term agenda at the pub-
| lie hearings.

Meanwhile, members of

1 the Joint National Assembly

Committee who arrived

exercise isan essential aspect
of constitution-making, oth-
ers share in the apprehension
that it will provide the basis
for entrenching the alleged
third term bid o fthe president

The All Nigeria Peoples
Party (ANPP), Caucus Leader
in the House of Representa-
tives, Rep. Aminu Tambuwal,
told Daily Trustthat the event
is a ruse, contrived to facili-
tate dictatorship.

Speaking to Daily Trust,
the lawmaker said he is al-
ready in courtchallenging the
public hearings.

“I’m in court We wanted
the court to stop the whole
eventbutasall Nigerians can
see, the government has dis-

iMaiduguri yesterday, have obeyed court orders and is

j paid a courtesy call on Gov-
femor Ali Modu Sherrif.

The leader of the team,

j Senator Dalhatu Sarki Tafida,
I'said they chose to hold the
ihearings in Maiduguri be-
cause of Governor Sherrif
jwho was their colleague in
ithe National Assembly,
j. Gcfaemor Sherrif in his"
speech, observed that the
idea to amend the constitu-
tion began in 2000, as a result
of the imperfections noticed
in the constitution currently
|in use.

Benue State House of

‘I Assembly yesterday faulted
modalities adopted by the
INational Assembly review the
j 1999 constitution.

Also, the state Assembly
ideclared its opposition to the
extension oftenure for Presi-
dent Olusegun Obasanjo.

The House yesterday
iadopted a motion advising
the,National Assembly to re-
consider the modalities for
the fconduct of its zonal pub-
lic hearings, adding that the
'14199 constitution does not

“recognize regions or zones as
structures particularly forthe
purpose of constitutional re-

T view.

“It is apparent that the
conduct 'of hurried public
Ihearings will inevitably lead
Ito predetermined objectives
Iwhichis to foiston the people
iof Nigeria very unpopular
lamendments including the
| ushering in ofregime elonga-
| tion which is totally unaccept-
lable to the people of Benue
Istate.”

The resolution
j faulted the short period
scheduled for the exercise and
lurged members and the entire
Ipeople of the state not to at-
| tend the Lafia hearings.

Briefing newsmen shortly
after the sitting, Majority
i Leader, lyorchar, waved aside
insinuations that the decision
may not be unconnected with
Vice President Atiku’s link
with Governor Geoige Akume
and the entire people of
i Benue State.

Meanwhile Nigerians
ihave expressed mixed reac-
| tions to the public hearings
;billed to starttoday in the six-
geopolitical zones of the
;country.

While some believe the

also *

going ahead with their plans.

It is a national contempt
and one that follows in a long
chain of anti-democratic
stance of this government.”

Tambuwal questioned the
legality of the public hear-
ings, saying they are not in
consonance with accepted
norms of constitution-mak-
ing. He said there was no bill
before the National Assembly
supporting the event, thereby
making it unconstitutional.

Another lawmaker, Hon.
Emmanuel Bwacha, said there
is nothing outlandish about
the exercise and supports the
view that the event will con-
tribute positively to the
nation’s growth.

He said the process, if
well executed, will gauge the
opinions of Nigerians on cer-
tain issues and add to the data
base to fashion a new consti-
tution.

Rather than facilitate the
third term bid, the hearings
might derail it as Nigerians
would be challenging the is-
sue at the event, he said.

Former Minister of Avia-
tion, Mrs. Kema Chikwe, told
Daily Trust that the public
hearings will afford Nigerians
a unique opportunity to deal
with the grey areas ofthe con-
stitution.

She described itas a con-
stitutional exercise and one
that has the mandate ofNige-
rians, stressing that the hear-
ings cannot be stage man-
aged.

“When | hear people say
the public hearings will be
stage managed and manipu-
lated, | wonder. How can itbe
with Nigerians numbering
over 156 million involved in
it? How can you cheat in such
an exercise?”, she asked.

Mrs. Chikwe, a delegate to I
the defunct national confer-
ence, said the conference had
outlined the various areas |
that need to be amended. She
named some of the areas to
include, “system of govern-
ment, the issue of an addi- |
tional state for the South-East
and derivation formula forthe
South-South.” According to
her, these and other areas in |
the constitution deserve to be !
debated on a wider platform. |

On the zonal arrangement J
adopted for the hearings, !

Mrs. Chikwe said it was an
intelligent decision, observ-
ing that it was the best way
to tackle the problem oftrans-
portation and time con-
straints.

She urged people with
means to help others to the
venue. “l will appeal to those
who have the means to please
help those who can’t make it
to the venues. They should
sponsor  others,” she
pleaded.

ButAlhaji Umaru Dikko,
leader of the Northern del-
egates to the confab, said the
public hearings are “futile and
useless,” adding that they
will fail to achieve their pur-
pose.

“These public hearings
do not make sense to most of
us. They are neither here nor
there. 1fthey want a referen-
dum, why not go ahead and
have it rather than this
parody,” he said, adding that
it was impossible to sample
public opinion in two days.

He said the nation has
other problems to grapple
with rather than be fixated on
constitution amendment.

But, secretary to the
Yoruba Council of Elders
(YCE), Dr. Kunle Olajide, said
he is not opposed to the hear-
ings.

He however observed that
the headings should have
been staged in all the 36 states
of the federation to give it a
wider spectrum of opinion,
noting that it was impossible
for the federal government to
manipulate the event to its
advantage.

Also, All Nigeria Peoples
Party ((ANPP), national chair-
man, Chief Don Etiebet, said
the public hearings are in the
interest of Nigerians and
urged all party faithfuls to at-
tend the eventand make their
contributions.

Chief Chukwuemeka
Ezeife, former governor of
Anambra state, disagrees
with Etiebet’s sentiments and
pointed out that the hearings
will not achieve much.

He also said the public
hearings will be cosmetic and
thatirrespective ofthe discus-
sions, the report will have the
“imprimatur ofthe executive
and will be highly doctored.”

Autocrash
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newsmen, the coordinator of

| the Sokoto State Red Cross

Society, Malam Ahmed Iri
Asheyi, said the corpses
have been deposited at the
Usman Dan Fodiyo Teaching
Hospital, Sokoto and urged
those whose relations trav-
eled from Lagos to Sokoto to
go to the hospital to verify
whether they are among the
dead.

He called on the federal
government to resuscitate the
already collapsed railway sys-
tem in order to minimize the
incessant road accidents in
the country.
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Oké&njo-lweala said the level
of inactivity caused by the
halt in operations are signifi-
cant enough in terms of im-
pacting on the reveffue flow
of the federal government
since crude oil was the major
source of revenue.

She however expressed
optimism that the situation
would be properly managed
to ensure that operations re-
sume in the affected areas.

“But | am optimistic that
this is a temporary bleep. |
hope they will be able to man-
age this and stop it so that it
doesn’t have a long term im-
part on the budget. Much of
our revalues come from these
oil flows. Thatis why itis im-
perative and in the national
interest that this kind of at-
tacks stops because it is ac-
tually affecting and imparting
the entire country” she said.

Managing Director of
Shell Nigeria Exploration and
Production Company Limited,
Chima Ibeneche who also
spoke to newsmen said the
halt in the company’s opera-
tions results in the loss of
about 3000 to 4000 barrels of
oil per day both from onshore
and offshore operations.

“In terms of barrels we
have lost over 300,000 to
400,000 barrels per day across
the offshore and in the land
operations”

He said the company has

dences belonging to the
Hausa community around
Bide, Sokoto, Haruna and
Ifejika Roads, with their prop-
erties looted by the rampag-
ing mob.

The attacks began when
a luxury bus conveying
corpses of Igho’s allegedly
killed in the weekend riots ar-
rived Upper Iweka, Onitsha.

A witness account said as
soon as commuters in the park
got wind ofthe arrival ofthe
corpses, a mob gathered and
after lamenting on the situa-
tion took up arms in revenge.

The violent youths in
their hundreds armed with
clubs and stones, marched to
the Hausa community de-
stroying houses, shops and
properties, the witness said.

When the Northerners got
wind of the riot, they ran to
32 Army Artillery Regiment,
Onitsha for safety.

Anti-riot police squads
are already manning different
locations in Onitcha to re-
store calm.

Meanwhile, Bauchi State
Secretary of the Red Cross
Society of Nigeria, Alhaji
Adamu Abubakar, yesterday
confirmed the death of 16 per-
sons in the crisis that en-
gulfed Bauchi metropolis on
Monday.

Abubakartold the British
Broadcasting Corporation
(BBC), Hausa service moni-
tored in Abuja, yesterday.
Many people have fled their
houses and are in need of
prompt attention in Bauchi

taken precautionary mea-
sures to prevent workers from
similar hostilities.

“As a responsible person
and responsible company,
when we think that there is
specific threats to our people
we take precautionary mea-
sures. We moved people from
the dangerous zones until it
is safe again for them to
work”.

Asked whether his com-
pany was considering in-
creasing output, when ifeven-
tually resumes production, as
a way of making up for rev-
enue shortfall that the gov-
ernmentmay face, he said “the
revenue forNigeria should be
the worry of the Nigerian
government. As’a business
person and organisation we
will continue to do our busi-
ness to the best of our abili-
ties. Our current business is
to produce as much as we can
safely and&t the best cost”.

The njiie foreign workers

that were taken hostage are.

employees o fWilbross, on oil
service company that works
for Shell on a contract basis.
Meanwhile, speaking at
the opening session of the
West Africa Investment Fo-
rum on Monday night, Presi-
dent Olusegun Obasanjo said
that the Common External Tar-
iffs (CET) being implemented
by West African countries is
progressing at a good pace.

MOb Contfrompg. 1

hospitals.”

“But we had a difficult
time mobilising logistics and
vehicles to transport injured
victims to the hospital.” Many
sustained bullets wounds and
knife cuts.

Reports say there were
skirmishes around the me-
tropolis as some irate youths
are still launching attacks in
some nooks and crannies of
Bauchi town.

BBC described some
places in Bauchi town as no-
go- areas where the dead
bodies and injured people are
still being discovered in the
areas.

It added that the crisis that
spread to Tafawa Balewa
town was controlled by
securitymen, and that nor-
malcy has since restored to
the place.

He said the regime, which
took effect late last year,
would further boost the
chances ofeconomic growth
and development within the
region, calling on investors to
take advantage of the oppor-
tunities that the regime offers.

He called on participants
and discussants in the forum
to ensure that problems are
identified and solutions of-
fered to them with a view to
implementing them as» way
oftackling such problems.

“We must not go over the
same issues at the next meet-
ing but begin to identify-prob-
lems and how to solve them,”
he added.

Dr. Okonjo-lweala

He charged the chiefs to
ensure the continued peace-
ful co-existence among resi-
dents in their- domains.

Adamu described the in-
cident as unfortunate and as-
sured that adequate measures
are being ta<ken to safeguard
lives and property.

He blanked the riot on the
“evil machinations of some
undesirable elements, who
manipulated a peaceful stu-
dents protest to cause may-
hem”. ThO emir appealed to
Christians not to panic, assur-
ing that the crisis has no reli-
gious undertones. ~

Mean”h’’0
State gO Yitemographersad
posed an lsd Nigeria av
Gombe mi*“ en8ineers and
two days o*,

The Sy ~»
governm

Sources said the crisis1® Magaji, "Sfe verytopic, ad

was ignited following an al-
leged mutilation of a portion
of the Holy Qur’an by a fe-
male teacher at Government
Day Secondary School lo-
cated within the-army bar-
racks in Bauchi.

A peaceful protest by stu-
dents ofthe Government Day
Secondary School at the
army barracks was hijacked by
hoodlums.

In arelated development,;
the Emir of Bauchi, Alhaji
Suleiman Adamu, has di-
rected District and Village
Heads to monitor people's,
movements and prevent k
further breakdown of law and
order in their domains. .

will last h -"fromyou
a.m. dail$Stj~ _ y
He said the measure Be-

came necessary to ensure the
protection of lives and prop-
erty. The rioters burnt down
at least three houses and a
place of worship on Sunday
and Monday.

r The youths were protest-

1 ing the alleged torture o ftheir
colleague 18-year old Abba
Lamido, by the police.

Magaji assured the

people that the perpetrators
of the act would be brought
to'book and also promised
that those who suffered loss
as aresultofthe violence will
be compensated.
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SIAfrica seizes Alamie

he Seuth African ao

thorities have seized a
T luxury block of apart-
ments belonging to impeac-
hed governor of Bayelsa
state, ChiefDiepreye Alamie-
yeseigha.

The Southern Africa cor-
respondent ofthe News Age-
ncy ofNigeria (NAN), reports
that the Asset Forfeiture Unit
of South Africa’s National
Prosecuting Authority (NP-
A), yesterday obtained a co-

Daily Trust

urt order to attach and place
under curatorship, the prop-
erties which are worth $2.3
million.

The order, issued by the
Cape High Court sitting in

Public hearings: Tight security as
Katsma shifts venue

he Katsina state gov

emment has beefed up

security as the venue
i forthe public hearings which
ibegins today was shifted
mfrom the State House to the
| state’s secretariat complex.

Daily Trust correspon-
dentwho monitored the situ-
ation yesterday, discovered

| from the police officers at the

| House of Assembly entrance
that the government has de-

| cided to shift the venue to the

| new secre'tSriat for security
purposes.

Our reporter observed at
the new state secretariat com-
plex a heavy security com-
prising plain clothed and uni-
formed police officers sta-
tioned at the main entrance
of the secretariat conference
hall, while some staff of the

he Lagos state govern

ment yesterday made

its position known on
the review ofthe 1999 consti-
tution, spying that revenue
sharing should be based on
constitutional mandate, spe-
cific requirements and should
recognize the principles of
derivation. The government
also proposed two tiers of
government in the country.

The official position of
the state was made known at
a public hearing on the re-
view ofthe 1999 constitution
which took place at the state
House o fAssembly complex,
Alausa, Ikeja.

Represented by his Solici-
tor-General, Mr. Fola Authur-
Worrey, hinged mote on true
federalism, with a proviso
that there should be two tiers
of government as the local
councils are an integral part

| of the state government.

The state posited that
Ithere should be an official
I sharing of exclusive, legisla-
Itive and executive powers
land a sharing of revenue
Isources between the two
:tiers of government depend-
iing on defined mandates.

It stressed that revenue
I'sharing should be on the ba-
| sis of constitutional mandate
| and specific requirement, and
j should recognize the prin-
j ciples ofderivation: “Place of
| transaction, place of con-
| sumption and place of land-

ing [exports] in calculation of
I share of federal taxes due to

the state......cccoevvevieviee e,

From Lawal Ibrahim,
: Correspondent (Katsina) m

National Assembly were seen
making some finishing
touches along with the office
of the state’s sirector ofpro-
tocol.

Already, the committee of
the Senators and House of
Representative members led
by one Senator Osubo, ar-
rived the state capital in the
late hours of the evening and
wbre lodged at Liyafa palace
Hotel Katsina, amidst tight
security.

Daily Trust further dis-
covered a strange movement
ofpolice personnel drafted to
strategic locations within the
city. One ofthem confided in
Daily Trust that their team
was posted from Kano on

From Olumide Bajulaiye,
Correspondent (Lagos)

“An office ofthe Accoun-
tant -General of the federa-
tion should be created to
manage the federation ac-
count as a separate and dis-
tinct office from that of the
Accountant General of the
federation.”

According to Lagos
State, Section 162[2] of the
constitution should be
amended to extend the con-
cept of derivation to all rev-
enue accruing into the federa-
tion account.

The state also demanded
a special grant because of its
category ‘A’ status and
asked for it to be enshrined
in the constitution just as it
demanded a more equitable
model for the basis of repre-
sentation at the Senate and
the House of Representa-
tives.

According to the paper,
representatives to the Na-
tional Assembly should be
paid by the state in order to
remind them oftheirtrue func-
tions and to ensure loyalty to
their local constituents.

“There is a clear need for
the judiciary to have its own
enforcement arm [sheriffs]
with police powers to wean it
away from reliance on the
police who might have a dif-
ferent agenda in relation to
the enforcement of court or-
ders.”

The state demanded fi-
nancial independence for the
judiciary, proposing that the

special duty to ensure the
prevalence of peace and nor-
malcy for the period of the
event.

Local Government Chair-
men were mobilized to ensure
their people participate in the
event.

Daily Trust observed that
key officials ofthe All Local
Governments Chairmen As-
sociation of Nigeria (ALG-
ON), from the state, were seen
mobilizing and contacting
their colleagues to ensure the
success of the event as di-
rected by the state govern-
ment.

Meanwhile, there is still
uneasy calm in the state capi-
tal over the public hearing.

Efforts to reach the Spe-
cial Adviser to the Governor
on Media and Public Rela-
tions for clarifications proved
abortive as his phone kept
saying that he was not avail-
able.

ljiinimum operational costof
the court should be treated
as a monthly first line charge
and released periodically and
unfailingly for the smooth
running of the system.

“The need for state police
can also not be over empha-
sized. The states need their
own police to enforce their
laws.”

In his speech, Speaker of
the House, Mr. Adeyemi
Ikufoiji, noted that the forum
would help engender demo-
cratic institutions that would
sustain the nation now and
in the future.

According to him, numer-
ous conflicts in the socio-
economic, religious and po-
litical sectors of the country
has made it imperative that
the constitution be reviewed.

Such issues, according to
him, include the political
structure, the secular nature
of the country, the status of
women, revenue allocation,
human rights, the military and
the state-federal government
relations.

“Others include indigen-
eship, constitutionalism, po-
lice force, political forces,
land use decree and local
government, among others.”

“Inspite of various ap-
proaches to constitution mak-
ing in the past, the various
past constitutions have re-
mained elitist documents
which failed to serve as the
basis of democratic gover-
nance.”

Wednesday,

February 22, 2006

yeseigha’s luxury flats

Cape Town, includes the sei-
zure ofall the contents ofthe
apartments, including furni-
ture worth $250,000, $31,666
held in trust by Platinum
Places and Alamieseigha’s
share certificates held in the
name of Royal Albatross
Properties.

In the application, the
NPA also known as “Scorpi-
ons”, claimed that Alamies-
eigha bought the property
with proceeds from crime.

In granting the order, the
presidingjudge, Justice Den-
nis Davis, ruled that Alamie-
seigha and “all persons with
knowledge of this order” are
prohibited from “disposing
of, taking possession of, in-
terfering or dealing in any
manner with the property”.
The court also appointed
Stephen Powell as curator,
who has the responsibility to
sell the property “probably by
auction and to repatriate the
proceeds to the Nigerian gov-
ernment.”

Davis also ordered that
anyone affected by the order
may return to court to show,
within 14 days, good cause
why the order should be re-
considered.

Head ofthe forfeiture unit,
Wille Hofmeyr, said the sei-
zure was the biggest anti-graft
co-operation between South

OWG6R
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Africa and any foréign au-
thority to combat corruption
internationally. NAN reports
that the EFCC and the NPA

have been working closely to
track down the assets of cor-
rupt public officials in South
Africa.

NPAIn huge contracts debt

-Ribadu

T Ine Nigerian Ports Au
tfrority (NPA), has
l%en accused of

awardilrg some contracts

without due regard to extant
rules and regulations in the
country.

The chairman ofthe Eco-
nomic and Financial Crimes
Commission (EFCC), Malam
Nuhu Ribadu, revealed this in
his committee’s report sub-
mitted to President Olusegun
Obasanjo in Abuja yesterday.

This, the chairman stated,
has resulted in NPA accumu-
lating huge contract debts
running into billions ofNaira
without corresponding vaJue
to the authority.

His committee, Malam
Nuhu Ribadu added, has es-
tablished that the outstand-
ing contract bills for the”pe-
riod under review stood at
N9,264,4 11,707.94,
US$ 1,6 34,7 72.60,
GBP2,920,575.40, Euro
919,001.76 and DM 41,052.28.

The committee, he ex-

IN
COLLABORATION
WITH

CONF6RENCES

SB SGND

HOSTING
A 3 DAY
NATIONAL SEMINAR
ON

,By Joe Oroye

plained further, has also es-
tablished that the Nigerian
Ports Authority awarded a
total of 24,252 contracts dur-
ing the period under review
with a total value of
N46,94£,402,776.13.
US$236,91 3,986.84,
GBP24,905,588.23,
DM461,936,65, Euro
147,926,957.99 and Sek
4,087,918.70.

His committee, Malam
Nuhu Ribadu stated made
strong recommendation in-
cluding the recovery of mis-
appropriated funds, prosecu-
tion of culprits, structural and
administrative changes
which was the believe that it
will assist in sanitizing the
operations of the Nigerian
Ports Authority and forestall
future occurrence.

Guided by the terms of
reference, the committee
within the time frame given to
it, assiduously and diligently
investigated the contracts
awarded by the NPA during
the period under review.

FEDERAL MINISTRY OFAGRICULTURE

AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT

THE DEVELOPMENT OF RURAL INFRASTRUCTURE

DATE:
VENUE:
ABUJA
TIME:
AlM:

6-8 MARCH 2006
INTERNATIONALCONFERENCE CENTRE/LE MERIDIEN,

9.00AM -5.30PM DAILY.
Toenhancethe developmentofrural infrastructure

CONTENT: Rural Development Strategy & Policy; Capacity' Building;
Maintenance; Financing; Promoting Development; Meeting Development
Targets; Community& Private Sector Participation.

ffe

FACELTY: Renowned Nigerian & Foreign Resource Persons.

FORWHOM: Local Government Chairmen, Supervisory'Councillors and

Heads

of Works Department:
Agriculture, Rural Development, Public Utilities and Infrastructure;

State Commissioners

responsible for
Heads

ofRural Infrastructure Departments, Agencies & Parastatals atthe Federal &
State levels: Legislators, Bankers. Development Partners & NGOs. etc.

FEES: N40,00.00 perparticipant. Group discount applies

Forregistration and furtherinformation, please contact

DIKA O. ISAAC

Allied Bond Consulting
08035253443, 08045903113

A.O. FADARE
Federal Ministry of Agriculture

& Rural Developments
08035898188

Registration commences2.00pm 5thMarch, 2006 atLe Meridien, Abuja.
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I\/IUP condemns weekend violence

he Movement for Unity

and Progress (MUP),

has called for the
Iresignation of President Oba-
| sanjo. In a statement signed by
Ithe organisation’s chairman,
IColonel Abubakar Dangiwa
Umar (rtd.) and made available
to Daily Trust, the MUP hinges
its call on what it termed 'the
inability ofgovernmentto stem
the growing disaffection in the
country.”

“All through last week, the
| police and security agencies
struggled hard to put down
Iviolentuprisings thatbroke out

| in several parts ofthe country.'

IThey had to deploy tanks,
machine guns, and even bombs
to prevent the crises from
escalating into a full blown
insurrection that could lead to
the collapse of civil authority”

Referring to the crisis in
parts of the country, the MUP
said that there has been
| substantial.k>ss of lives and
properties. “In Maiduguri,
Bauchi, Katsina and Gombe,
the crises led to the death of
many innocent people plus the
destruction of valuable
properties. In the Niger Delta,
nine foreign oil workers were

By Emmanuel Bello,
Political Editor

kidnapped and are still being
held hostage.”

According to the MUP, the
Maiduguri riot was not
religious as the agitation
cannot be attributed to the
Islamic faith. “Religious
fanatics have been blamed for
the mayhem in Maiduguri.
These charges were made
mainly by government officials
and the world has so far
accepted this version. But it is
aversion ofa story that is only
partly true. Still, nothing can
excuse violence or the attack
and murder ofinnocent people.
So clearly, the rioters that
poured out onto the streets of
Maiduguri last Saturday were
not religious zealots as they are
being described nor could they
have been acting on behalfof
their religion. Our religions
fonbid the transfer of
punishment from an offender
to a scapegoat.”

The statement further said
that the crisis arc ahighlight to
the troubling condition of the
nation, noting that the civil
society is on the brink of total
collapse. “These spates of

ANPP faction suspends
Sokoto Dep. Gov

T he crisis in the Sokoto
State AIll Nigeria
Peoples Party (ANPP)

has taken a new dimension

following the expulsion ofthe
state’s Deputy Governor.

Alhaji Aliyti Wamakko, from

the party.

A statement signed by the
| chairman of the party, Alhaji
fclohammed Aliyu, said the
decision to expel Wamakko

Was taken during a meeting of

the party’s state executive

committee on Monday.

According to the
statement, the party, after
considering the report of its
committee set up to
investigate allegations ofanti-
party activities against the
deputy governor, resolved to
iexpel him. Wamakko is
jaccused of “disrespect to the
party and state leadership as
jwell as causing disaffection
among party members,
thereby creating a parallel
| party organ”.

He was also accused of
Ithreatening the lives of the

Governor Bafarawa

party leadership, disloyalty
and acts capable of causing
chaos and misunderstanding
among party members.

In his reaction, Wamakko
described the allegations as
“baseless, null, void and ofno
effect”.

“This isjust a child’s play,”
he said, adding thatthe “ANPP
as a party has one
headquarters. The national
executive council of the party
met last Friday in Abuja and
took certain decisions,” he
added. He said such decisions
included the dissolution ofthe
Sokoto state executive council
of the party as well as the
appointment of a caretaker
committee.

He wondered how he can be
suspended from the party by
a dissolved body and
appealed to party members in
the state to be law abiding and
peaceful in their conduct,
adding that the crisis will be
peacefully resolved.

Aborted

Assistant
Inspector General
of Police zone 7,
Abuja, Sir Kieran Z. Dudari,
has warned officers and
men of the zone to comport
themselves according to
the ethics of the profession
and avoid laziness or
mingling with dubious
persons.
He said, “build yourself
as an officer and avoid
crime as law will not take

Daily Trust
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riots and disturbances
highlight several troubling
facts about the current
Nigerian condition, firstly, that
civil authority in the country is
steadily and tragically
collapsing. Secondly, the
simmering undercurrents of
anger and frustration and
discontent of the people seem
to be boiling over. Thirdly, it is
a matter pf time before the
crises degenerates into a civil
war and total anarchy.”

It also raises an alarm that
the government is down-
playing the crises and blaming
religious fanatics for the
uprising. MUP, in its opinion,
says that the whole country
may soon be engulfed in some
internecine skirmishes that
could eventually terminate the
nation's civil rule.

Riots recently broke out in
parts ofthe North with a heavy
toll of casualty recorded.
Although official interpretation
of the riots puts it down on
religious crisis, observers say
the protests are aimed against
the planned public hearings.

MUP also in its comment on
the hearings, said that it is a
ploy to afford the president an
extension of tenure. It noted
that the cities where the riots
took place were all venues for
the hearings starting today,
February 22. “Significantly, all
the cities in the North where
riots broke out are the venues
chosen by the Mantu
committee that is pretending to
hear out the views ofthe people

before removing the clauses in
the constitution that
terminates Chief Obasanjo’s
tenure on May 29,2007.”
Lamenting the spate ofriots
andthe lossrecorded, the MUP
warned the Presidency not to
lose sight of the message
Nigerians are passing across.
“And we should go back to the
question. What is it that is
driving the people to the point
of death through rioting? It is
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for us to search for it.”

Accusing the President of
nursing a life-president
ambition, MUP says that the
nation’s leader will stop at
nothing in achieving his bid,
“and-he could do so through
repression and bloodshed.
What is worse, it has since
become evident that Chief
Obasanjo will split and
dismember Nigeria whether or
not he becomes a life-
president.”

Panic in Katsina over riot
- Yar Adua pleadsfor calm

G overnor Umar Musa
‘Yar’Adua of Katsina
state has appealed for

calm and assured of his

administration’s determination
to unravel circumstances that
led to last weekend’s violence.

Yar’Adua, in a state-wide
broadcast on Monday,
commiserated with families of
those who lost their beloved
ones, assuring that
government will  fully
investigate the circumstances
in which an apparently

From Lawal Ibrahim,
in Katsina

peaceful preaching turned
violentresulting in the loss of
lives.

He said the state security
committee meets daily and will
continue to monitor the
situation and take measures to
prevent a further breakdown of
law and order.

Governor Yar’Adua said his
government is not unaware of
the hightencd tension
pervading the state because of

the public hearing on the
review ofthe constitution, but
said however, that government
will not allow a repeat ofwhat
happened as all security
measures arc being pul in place
to ensure the success of the
public hearing in the state.

He said his government will
not hesitate to ask that the
hearing be cancelled if security
conditions deteriorate, but
tasked the people of the state
to ensure that nonnalcy returns
to the state capital.

From left are: Alhaji Ja ’afaru Faki, the Special Adviser to President Obasanjo on Petroleum, Engineer Adamu Ibrahim
Gumel and Professor A.S. Sambo, Director-General and ChiefExecutive Officer, Energy Commission ofNigeria, during
the inauguration ceremony ofthe Committee on Nigerian Nuclear Regulatory Authority held at the State House, Abuja

...yesterday

Pic: Joe Oroye

strike: AIG reminds police of ethics

By Shuaibu Yahya,
Reporter

it kindly with you if
caught.”

The Assistant Inspector
General gave the warning
yesterday while addressing
his men at a lecture organised
by Trust Fund, one of the
organisations certificated on
Monday by President
Obasanjo to manage the
national pension funds.

He ~condemned the
aborted nationwide strike
by junior officers which
was to take on Monday,
pointing out that the ill-
motivated action was
caused by a big gap in
communication between
the rank and file and their
senior officers.

Sir Kieran Dudari who
called his men to order,
informed them that
President Olusegun

Obasanjo is very serious
about the conditions of
the police, hence he has
embarked on various
reform programmes to
improve their lot.

As regards the disparity
in the deductions made
presently between the
other armed forces and the
police in their various
pension funds, he averred
that the Inspector-General
of Police, Mr. Sunday

Ehindero, is pursuing the
matter with the federal
government.

He advised the

policemen to regard their
call to duty as a way of
rendering their personal*
sacrifices tQ the nation as
no amount of salary can
be commensurate with
their job if quantified,
putting into consideration
their exposure to all forms
of risks.
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Policeman shoots colleague,
two others over N20

A mobile policeman in
Port Harcourt
Monday was said to

have shot his colleague

through what witness said
was an ancidental discharge.

The incident happened at
about 9pm close to the
slaughter house.

The two were said to be on
“Stop and search duty when
a vehicle loaded with sachet
of water arrived and the
witness said the driver
proved “uncooperative with
regard the N20 toll gate fee.”

One of the mobile
policemen cocked his gun
and in the process the gun
were offand some bullets hit
his colleague. When the
policemen noticed that
something had seriously
gone wrong as his colleague
laid on the ground, he
allegedly turned his riffle on
the driver and his conductor.

A crowd, mainly made up
ofcommercial motorcyclists
took to their heels hearing
several shots of gun fire.

“We ran for our dear life
because we were afraid that
he may be mad and could
begin to shoot anything at
sight” a witness told our
reporter when he arrived at
the scene.

The witness said the
argument between the driver
and the policeman in
question started like a joke
with the driver telling him that
he thought the police were
supposed to be on strike and
then went further to say that
the trip was his first.

The witness, a commercial
driver waiting for passengers
near the scene said the
policeman simply asked him
to stop and to pack his
vehicle well.

“Just then he lifted his gun
and cocked it and in the
process he released a shot
which hit his colleague on
the other side of the road.

From Ikenna Emeka Okpani,
Bureau Chief, Port Harcourt

The policeman slumped to
the ground and the other one
who shot screamed and
quickly shot the driver and

police public relations
officer, DSP Ireju Barasua to
comment on the issue failed,
as her number could not go
through but an officer who
spoke on condition of
anonymity said the police

amember ofatask force who
refused to release a
motorcycle seized from his
friend. The military man who
had arrived at the task force
office in Mile one pleaded
with the members to release

them lay in the pool of his
blood.

The police public relations
officer in the state who later
announced the arrest of the
officer in question said the
man was attached to a
military formationm Sapele

This is dangerous: A woman, baby and heavy load on a motorcycle, a same sign ofpoverty in the tand

the conductor” the witness
said but he could not say
whether any of those shot
had died neither could he
say where they were taken.

Efforts to get the state

headquarters in the state was
yet to be briefed on the
development.

A similar incident had
occurred in Port Harcourt last
year when a military man shm

the motorcycle to him but
they refused prompting him
to draw his gun and shoot
one of the members. Other
members of the task force
took to their heels as one of

and \fras only on a visit to
Port Harcourt. The incident
had led to the disbandment
of various taskforces in the
state.
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Osun

gov donates

J

bullet

proof vests to police

G overnor Olagunsoye

Oyinlola of Osun

State on has donated

250 bullet proof vests to the
state police command.

He said the gesture is to

| enhance police perfofmance.

The governor said investors

wishing to participate in the

development of the state

bould do so once there is

adequate security.
He flayed the acquisition

of sophisticated weapons by
criminals to outwit security
agents, adding that the gov-
ernment has decided to sup-
port the police with necessary
equipment to combat crimes
and counter the criminals.
Responding, the state
Commissioner of Police, Mr.
Suleiman Fakai, commended
the government for the dona-
tion and he assured that the
vests will be usedjudiciously.

Police arrest five suspects
over killing of priest

T he Niger state police
command has arrested
five suspects in conne-

ction wWWHFrffie reteehtldlling
ofan A'ngficanprics n:6 ida.

Arcflffeatbfcin’ Elijah T Jsa,

lan Assistant Administrative
10fficerto the Bishop ofBida

Dioceseof the Anglican

| churclj was murdered three
weeks ago.

The state commissioner
of police, Mr Ernest Ibhaze,

Police

told the News Agency of
Nigeria (NAN), in Minna on
Monday that more suspects

~IviU be arrested.,', m

o/m  “We-jhftVffrljieien .able. to
find;out.,during.our,-inves-
tigations that the cleric was
killed in error.
> “There are reasons to
suggest that the real target
of the assailants,was the
Bishop of the church,” he
said.

foil oil

pipeline vandalisation

P ie Taraba state police
r command has foiled six

| altempts to vandalise
oil pipelined in the last eight
months.

The state Commissioner
of Police, Mr Greg Anyating,
said the incidents happened
at Namnai Sabongida, Nat-
irde, Goriko-Kombi and Kwa-
rarafa villages.

He told NAN on Monday
in Jalingo that jerrycans and
tankers loaded with fuel were
also impounded.

Anyating also annou-
nced the arrest of eight rob-
bery suspects who allegedly
robbed the chairman of the
state’s UBE board, Mr Timon
Maisamari and others.
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Former Governor ofBayelsa State ChiefDiepreye Alamieyeseigha alightingfrom the Black Maria at the Federal High
Court, lkoyi, Lagos toface trial on money laundering charges ...recently.

- Money laundering: Case against
Alamieyeseigha adjourned to March 29

federal high court in
Lagos has set March
29 for ruling on the

|By Mohammed Shoshanya,
Lagos

application by impeachedrhe formergovernorwan-

:governor of Bayelsa state,
|Chief Diepreye Alamiey-
eseigha, seeking a stay of
proceedings of his trial for
money laundering charges.

IGP Sunday Ehindero

ted the stay granted pending
his appeal challenging the
decision of the court on
December 20, last year that it
has jurisdiction to entertain

the case.

Ruling on the application
for the stay which was
delayed for weeks by the
presiding judge, Justice
Mohammed Shuaibu, due to
the protracted illness of the
former governor.

When the matter came up
again for hearing at the
weekend, Professor Alfred
Kasumu (SAN), counsel to
Alamieyeseigha submitted
that “in view of the not too
impressive health” of his
client, the court should adjo-
urn the ruling indefinitely.

According to him. Chief
Alamieyeseigha is still in the
hospital, adding that his
appeal has been entered by
the appellant court which has
granted accelerated hearing
to his prayers.

“The court of appeal
stood over our appeal for inj-
ustice to restrain the prose-
cution from continuing with
the trial until the appeal is
determined.

It also directed the prose-
cution notto proceed with the
trial in view of this have |
asked the court to adjourn

the matter indefinitely pend-
ing the out come of the
appeal.

While opposing the sub-
mission of Professor Kasu-
mu, prosecution counsel
represented by Barrister
Adeniyi Adebisi, said it was
incorrect that the appellate
court directed that the pro-
secution should not proceed
with the two months trial.

He said though the app-
eal court granted accelerated
hearing of the appeal, there
is no application before the
same court praying that ruling
should not be given.

The counsel urged the
court to discountenance the
request of the defense cou-
nsel for indefinite adjou-
rnment.

But in his decision, the
judge held that he would not
grant the request for inde-
finite adjournment in view of
the fact that the accused is
still in the hospital receiving
treatment.

He held that his court can
entertain a fairly long adjour-
nment which he fixed for
March 29,2006.

Pix: Oladipupo Odunewu

POLICE COMMISSIONERS TELEPHONE NUMBERS |

M

14,

Abia State
Adamawa State

088-222868, 088-220073
075-674012, 624012

Akwa Ibom State 085-200008, 201711

Anambra State
Bauchi State
Bayelsa State
Benue State
Bomo State
Cross River State
Delta State
Ebonyi State
Edo State
Ekiti State
Enugu State
Gombe State
Imo State
Jigawa State
Kaduna State
Ka no State
Katsina State
Kebbi State
Kog i State
Kwara State
Lagos State
Nasarawa State
Niger State
Ogun State
Ondo State
Osun State
Oyo State
Plateau State
Rivers State
Sokoto State
Ta raba State
Yobe State
Zamfara State
FCT Abuja

048-550022

077-6542621

089-490060, 490132
044-532962, 044-553015
076-232915, 232043 <
087-231101, 230663
956-281485, 280441<
043-25134, 20325
052-253798,253520 -
030-250000, 250709
042-250335, 042-256257
072-223135, 221158
083-233343, 083-2307113
064-721138, 721128
‘062-249762, 062-245653
064-645862, 646469
065-431703, 430914
068-321585, 320254
058-220999, 250709
031-221612

01-4960200, 4962157
047-221349

066-221496, 066-221903
039-241500,243117
034-240109

035-243363, 240330
02-2412824, 2412322
073-457969, 073-451968 11
084-23347, 236471
060-232896, 2335375 080-34228561
079-222550, 223124
076-522141, 522145
063-202603.

09-2341-800
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CRIME &

PUNISHMENT
Two policemen arraigned for

murder, robbery

A case of two police
coporals, Mr.lsaac
Mangsand Chinedu

Eze, both 28-year-old who

were dragged before an

Abuja phief magistate court

for alleged complicity in the

murder of Mr. Bala Dodo
whom they allegedly Killed in

a robbery operation has

been transfered.

The case was transferred
to the Federal high court
because the lower court has
no jurisdiction to entertained
the matter.

The two policemen who
are being tried for criminal
conspiracy, abetment and

Ruby Rabiu Senior Reporter

culpable homicide
punishable with death
pleaded not guilty to the
charges.

These offences are all
contrary to sections 97[1], 79,
85 and 298 ofthe penal code,
Cap79.

According to the charge
sheet made available to Daily
Trust, the two policemen
allegedly conspired with one
Kayode Oluwole, now at
large, to commit armed
robbery and culpable
homicide which are
punishable under section 298
and 221 of the penal code.

Some ofthepolice officers in attendance atthepulic hearing
onpolice reforms at Alausa Secretariat by the presidential

committee onpolice reforms..

. recently

The charge sheet revealed
that the accused persons
robbed Mr. Dodo and his
Toyota Camry car
registration number CL 456
EKY CAR, and the sum of
N6000 under the bridge near
City Gate.

The prosecution alleged
that Chinedu Eze drove the
car to an untarred road along
Kubwa village where they
dragged out Dogo while
Isaac Mangs used the butt
ofhis K2 rifle to severally hit
Dodo on the head and then
left him there to die.

The report stated that the
accused persons then
proceeded to Sokoto state
with the aim ofdisposing the

vehicle but were
apprehended by the Eagle
Eye Squad, IGP’s border
patrol team.

The prosecuting police
officer, DSP Ibrahim Bako,
told the court that the police
were quite aware that the
court had no jurisdiction to
try the case but that they
simply wanted the court to
take judicial cognisance of
the case.

He said the police had
completed all investigations
into the matter and are only
awaiting an autopsy report
from the hospital while
applying that the accused
persons be remanded in
prison custody until they are
properly arraigned before a
federal high court.

Tallor arraigned for stealing motorcycle

n Abuja based tailof,
yesterday appeared
in court for allegedly
stealing a motorcycle.
20-year-old, Jamilu Bello,
according to the prosecuting
police officer, Mustapha
iMuhammad, was charged
|with criminal breach of trust
and theft.

The prosecution told.the
court that the complainant in
the case, one Muhammadu
Sanusi, a resident of
Mabushi Abuja, reported to
the police that he gave the
accused his motorcycle to go
to Gana str\(;et, Maitama ,
Abuja, to collect some
clothes from his customer
but he came back to report
that the motorcycle was
taken away by an unknown
person where it was parked.

The accused however
denied ever receiving the
said motorcycle from the
complainant, adding that he
is a tailor and not an Okada
iman.

ByAbdulwahab DejiAjikobij

The presiding magistrate,
Chukwu Ndukwe, granted
the accused bail in the sum

0ofN70,000, with a surety in
like sum and adjourned the
case to next Monday for
hearing.

Corruption: ITFBoss’s case adjourned

toMarch 31

Tf stice Yargata Nimpar of
rb've Plateau state high
court sitting in Jos, has
fixed March 31 this year, for
the continuation of hearing
of the suit filed by the
Independent Corrupt
Practices and other Related
Offences Commission
(ICPC), against the Director-
General and the immediate
past Chairman of the
Industrial Training Fund
(ITF).

Prof. Olu Akereloja and
Otunba Adegboyega Bello,
the Director General and the
immediate past chairman,
respectively are standing
trial for alleged corruption
related offences.

They were arraigned in
court on a 16 count charge
ranging from financial
irregularities and abuse of
office forselfenrichment.

From Sunday Ejike
Benjamin

The ICPC legal team led by
Mrs. Christy Onuogu last
Friday called six witnesses to
testify against the two
accused persons.

The prosecution also
called two remaining
witnesses and closed the
case.

The defense counsel led
by ChiefAlex Iziyon, (SAN),
who cross examined all the
eight witnesses, instead of
opening the defence brought
a fresh application to enter a
no case submission.

After the counsel had
finished their submission,
Justice Nimpar granted the
application and gave the
defence 14 days within which
to file the no case submission
and another 14 working days
for the prosecution to
respond.
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National Bureau of Statistics

COUNTRY: NIGERIA
PROJECT: ECONOMIC REFORM AND GOVERNANCE

PROJECT (ERGP) STRENGTHENING OF STATISTICS
CATEGORY: CONSULTANTS SERVICES

PROJECT ID NO:

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

The Federal Government recognizes that it needs a strong statistical system to
underpin the development and constant refinement of development policies and strategies;
monitor the impact of policies and progress towards the achievement of MDGs; and ensure
that Nigerians have adequate information on various aspects ofnational life and are able to
engage in more informed dialogue on various development policy challenges. The Federal
Government of Nigeria has received financing from the World Bank towards the cost of the
ECONOMIC REFORM AND GOVERNANCE PROJECT (ERQP), and intend to apply part of
the proceed forconsultant services.

2. The National Bureau of Statistics (NBS), ERGP- PITT (Project Implementation Task

Team) do hereby request Expression ofinterestfrom consulting linns on the following tasks;

LOTI. Acquisition of Global Positioning System (GPS) and Geographical Information
System (GIS) technology fordata capture and reporting.

NBS/EO1/2006/001

Tasks to be carried out:

@ To analyze the current status of NBS field operation processes in data
capture

(ii) Identify data sets obtainable and can be mapped using GPS and GIS
technologies

(iii) Provide appropriate hardware and software systems to run GPS and GIS
applications in NBS.

(iv) Install GIS 8 GPS technologies in NBS, test run the processes and
commission it.

W) Mountauser training programme for NBS staff

Required Qualification;

@) Practical experience in the use of ICT applications in Data production
(i) Practical work experience in deployment of GPS technology
(iii) Practical work experience in deployment of GIS technology to data
production processes
(iv) Experience in GIS & GPS knowledge transferviatraining.
W) Familiarity with data production agencies.
LOT2. Development of Portal for data and Statistical Information for world wide

dissemination.
Task to be carried out:
The consulting firm will assistin the following main task:
A Analyse the current status ofboth the FOS and NDB websites
(B) Integrated FOS & NDB websites contentinto a newly constructed NBS Portal.
© Develop & test run NBS portaland Commission the portal
D) Conducta Content Managementtraining for NBS staff

Required Qualification;
(vi) Practical experience portal design
(vii) Familiarity with web application
(viii) Practical experience in contentdevelopment
(ix) Experience with data management framework in a National Statistical
Office (NSO).

LOT3. Rehabilitation of NBS Headquarters
Tasksto becarried out

The consultants will assi stin the following maintasks:
A To analyze the current operating environment ofthe Bureau HQbuilding..
B. Rectify, repair and where necessary, modify the system.
Required Qualification;
(@ Practical experience in Electrical and Mechanical Engineering type projects
(b) Practical work experience in Advisory and Management Consulting status on related electrical,
mechanical, safety and ventilation systems
() Experiencemfirefightingsystemmaintenance.

(d) Expertknowledge in public building facility maintenance.

Interested Consultants may obtain further information at the address below during

office hours(i.e. 0900 to 1600hrs) Monday through Friday.
4. Expression of Interest mustbe delivered to the address below by 14“ March 2006 at

the latest, 1200hrs.

National Bureau of Statistics
Attention: Eteama Henry C. (Project Officer)
NBS- ERGP Project Implementation Office
1“ Floor Rm 8, Plot 762 Independence Avenue, Central Business District,
Abuja- Nigeria

Tel/Fax 09-2731084, 08033153401: e-mail: eteamahavahoo.com
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Soludo and challenges of revitalising the real sector

riving through Acme
Road, Ogba in Ikeja,
Lagos, the visible
signs of what were once
warehouses of vibrant
industrial concerns are now
adorned by billboards loudly
proclaiming the bustling
Pentecostal movement.
Uptown along the Matori
axis of what used to be a
major industrial area, the
same situation is replicated
in a manner that drives home
the message - there is a boom
in evangelism. All over the
metropolis, there is a renewed
surge in spreading the
gospel. Christendom must
definitely be winning souls
for the Kingdom of God.
True, depression exacts its
toll on the kindred spirit;
engendering in the process
solace in the Almighty for
miracles, forgood times. That
we as a nation are now
seeking.God’s munificence is
in itselfan acknowledgement
of our collective failure and

supplications to the
Almighty Father for
redemption. Lest we get

carried away, it is necessary
to remind us of that biblical
injunction - heaven helps
only those who help
themselves.

We have found ourselves
in-a quandary and it is only
through our collective

By Olatunde Anthony

resolve and determination
that we can effect a
fundamental change of
fortunes. That warehouses
are now serving as places of
worship tells- us in vivid
detail the failure of enterprise.
It is needless recounting
how we got to this sorry
pass. There are more than
enough tomes capturing the
gory details.

But, should we allow
despondency to take over?
Why wring our hands in
utter despair? Should we say
because the Nigerian dream
is broken, it can no longer be
fixed? Some people have to
fix it. And these people
definitely cannot be
foreigners. We need to
remind ourselves of this trite
r ihe best comes out of
adversities. In that wise, we
need to undoubtedly re-
apply ourselves to
rebuilding the Nigerian
dream.

That is why we must
appreciate an ongoing silent
revolution initiated by a
young man, which most of
our compatriots, possibly
due to perceived
hopelessness or sheer
helplessness, are failing to
grasp its import. Several
times, | have asked myself

this question: what could
possibly be driving Prof.
Charles C. Soludo, the
present governor of the
Central Bank of Nigeria?
Were his resolves to effect
the revolutionary changes he
initiated in the past two years
borne out'of altruism or is
there a divine hand using him
to answer our collective
prayers? How else can you
analyse the messianic zeal
with which he prosecutes the
various assignments he’s
been saddled with in the last
few years?

Cast your mind back to the
period when Soludo headed
the National Planning
Commission. It was during
this period that the National
Economic Empowerment
Development Strategy
(NEEDS) was authored by
himself along with other
eggheads. Although some
people pilloried NEEDS,
saying the policy was no
more than the IMF/World
Bank-influenced programme,
it is a tribute to Soludo and
the group that drew up the
policy that has become a
reference point in debt exit
management strategy. Both
Breton Woods institutions
acknowledged this
significant contribution to
knowledge. and its
prescriptions as a new debt

resolution instrument.
Perhaps, we were SO
immersed in the drudgery of
eking out a living that we
could not be bothered over
this landmark that means exit
from the strangulation of the
Paris $30 billion debt. Or was
it due to the typical
cynicism?

Soludo then moved over
to the CBN and dropped a
bombshell aptly couched
Banking Consolidation.
Today, we know better. We
know now that some of the
deposit money banks were
not actually practising
banking; they were just
banks in name. And the
accolades have been
pouring forth in torrents for
the CBN governor in the
wake of the success of the
exercise that led to the
whittling of banks to 25
stronger ones from 89 weak
banks. Can we
authoritatively now
conclude that the problem of
financial intermediation is
solved for entrepreneurs to
access the banks for
loanable funds?

That would be like day-
dreaming. The challenges are
beyond mere access to
funds, although it is a major
problem. They touch right at
the fundamental structure of
the entire economy. In risk

analysis, doing business in
Nigeria is akin to a leap in the
dark. The obstacles are
legion. From infrastructural
deficiencies to volatility of
the external sector and
almost the failure of
government, entrepreneurs
have always rated this clime
as a high-risk zone. All these
boil down to an unstable
macro-economic
environment. Perhaps, it’s
only gamblers that would
dare put their money in such
an economy. High risks, high
returns.

In spite of these
challenges, there seems to be
a renewed interest in Nigeria.
In the last few weeks, Nigeria
suddenly popped up on
Fitch’s BB rating, closely
followed by Standard and
Poor’s BB, all on account of
the impressive performance
of the economy in the last
three years. Once again,
attention is riveting on a
country that was several
years a pariah in the
community of nations. This
tells a lot about the
prospects. Soludo must
definitely be right when he
recently declared during the
recently-held Business
Roundtable by the influential
Economist magazine that the
challenges for investment
remain, but the prospects

cannot be brighter than now.

If the prospects are very
bright,"it means the reforms
are working. But a lot
definitely remains to be done,
and this is where Soludo
becomes relevant. The CBN
governor has the onerous
task of ensuring a stable
macro< economic balance
that is not only sustainable
but also predictable. He has
to keep inflation in check and
ensure a fairly stable
exchange rate. It is indeed a
tribute to his acumen that he
was able to ensure stability
of these fundamental prices
- exchange rate, interest rate
- in the last three years.

Striking the right cord
between fiscal and monetary
policies will, however, be the
most daunting. This is where
the politicians with their
unbridled appetite for
spending come in. And with
2007 around the corner,
Soludo has to come up with
a game plan to checkmate the
excess liquidity that may be
unleashed by the politicians
hell bent on winning
elections at all cost. So, over
to the Pentecostal movement
for powerful prayers.

Olatunde Anthony
contributed this piece from
Abuja.

~Obasanjo on the “happiness™ of Nigerians

ast; week at the

ECQWAS secretariat

in Abuja, the venue of
the commemorative lectureof
the late head of state,
GenerarMurtaia Muhammed,
delivered by the British
Foreign Secretary, Mr Jack
Straw, President Olusegun
Obasanjo showed his
complete contempt for
Nigerians. In the .past, he had
abused, cursed, insulted and
now he added sadistic and
wicked humour to his deep
and profound contempt for
Nigerians. At the said lecture,
he claimed to have met the
British head of the Gallup
polls who found out that
Nigerians are the ‘happiest’
people on earth; and
according to Obasai\jo, he
believed him.

However, while it may not
be necessary to join issues
with the British pollsters,
because there is no single
matter that could make all
people happy' at the same
time just as it is impossible
or merehuman folly to
determine the most beautiful
person or specifically woman
in the world, the British poll
that discovered that
Nigerians are the happiest
people on earth may have
been intended to tickle a
president well known to be
hostage to vain jokes, inane
drama and obscene humour.
But repeating the triviality
before a distinguished
audience reveals the depth
of contempt that the
president holds Nigerians in.
However, since President
Obasanjo agreed with the
British Gallup polls that
Nigerians are the happiest

By Charles Onunaiju

people on earth and he
relishes the fact that perhaps
it is because of his rule that
Nigerians were declared so,
it might be pertinent to
examine how the rule of
Obasanjo and his PDP has
contributed to the happiness
of Nigerians.

On assumption of office in
1999, he strenuously sought
the control of the legislative
arm and engendered the
highest rate of leadership
change in the assembly in
search of the most malleable
and pliable man for the
leadership. He famously
danced with the late Chuba
Okadigbo in the day and
engineered his ouster in the
night. Nigeriaps were
genuinely entertained at the
tales of the jumbo furniture
allowance and the huge sum
of money splashed on the
chamber of the House of
Representative as bribe to
oust the speaker, with whom
Obasanjo was having
difficulties. But the
parliament’s drama palls into
insignificance with the news
of a coup d’etat in Anambra
State. A detachment of
policemen led by the
assistant-inspector general

actually abducted the
governor and helped his
rebellious deputy to

announce his seizure of
power. It later transpired that
a notorious thug who has
scoopcd enormous wealth
from state patronage was the
executor of the dastard plot
but everybody knows that
there is no way an assistant
inspector general of police

could lead such operation
without covert or overt
approval from the highest
federal authority. President
Obasanjo was later to praise
the felon as the soul and
body of his PDP in the state,
but the saga would not stop
there. Frustrated by the
obvious media and popular
sympathy for the
beleaguered governor, Chief
Chris Uba, who styled
himself as the “godfather of
Anambra politics” went for
the jugular, orchestrating
arson, pillage and rampage
that lasted for three days
leaving properties worth
billions of naira in ruins, the
British Gallup pollsters must
have seen federal police
personnel who were
‘happily’ urging and
cheering the arsonists on in
their orgy of destruction as
captured by the international
media. A few days after the
destruction of the state,
Chief Chris Uba was hosted
to a red carpet reception at
Abuja with a plea to cease-
fire, while his terms were
being met. Not long
afterwards, the president
himself revealed that his
beloved ‘godson’ and
stormy petrel of Anambra
politics had confessed to him
that he sabotaged, thwarted
and subverted the will and
electoral choices of Anambra
people by foisting the
embattled governor on them.
Whaf the chief law officer of
the country and a man who
has sworn to defend the
constitution only did to such
confession, according to
him, was to ask the.felon who
had confessed to such a

crime to leave his presence.

Days later, the party
expelled the embattled
governor and his confessing
tormentor, but quickly re-
admitted the ‘godson’ to a
high position as a member of
the party’s board of trustees
and deputy leader. For want
of rational explanation and
reaction to these events,
which would never happen
in places as small as Cape
Verde, the British pollsters
may have caught Nigerians
in a helpless amusement at
the costly comic opera
spawned by the Presidency
and thought it to be
happiness, because there is
a very thin line separating
amusement and happiness.

But more laughter and
happiness were yet to come
last year. President Obasanjo
went public with the
simmering animosity
between him and the vice
president, Abubakar Atiku,
accusing the VP ofdisloyalty
and backstabbing; and from
then on, the vice president’s
staff and even known
members of his political clan
were to suffer endless
persecution and indignities.
At the last count, about ten
staff had been sacked and
the last, his ADC, was
arrested and held in solitary
detention for weeks on
charges of security breaches.
Earlier, the vice president had
had his US residence
ransackcd by FBI officials
ostensibly on a tip and had
he been unlucky as Mr
Alamieyeseigha who was
found with lots of cash, he
would have been history by
now. The presidential name-

calling at the highest echelon
of state power would have
made a tremendous comic
relief to most Nigerians and
the British pollsters would
have caught them in that
mood. For want of
constructive reaction and
being obviously confounded
by the Obasanjo insistence
on having the ‘garrison
commander’ and king of
amala politics in Oyo State
have his way at the expense
of decency and due process,
the event at Oyo State at the
beginning of this year could
really send ribs cracking.
Most young Nigerian
comedians have been
ingeniously adapting the
several official
misdemeanours to stage
jokes and people who attend
genuinely reel in laughter and
the British pollsters may
have been stomping the
theatres and discovering that
Nigerians are a happy lot.
But beyond the official
slurs, which really may
amuse and equally annoy,
let’s attempt to measure some
facts from where the
president’s misguided notion
of Nigerians’ happiness
could come from. Since he
assumed office in 1999, the
prices of petroleum products
have risen more than seven
times and have jumped to
more than 500%. In their
expression of happiness,
Nigerians have protested at
numerous times leading to
many of them being felled by
the bullets of the police.
Notwithstanding the change
ofname from NEPA to Power
Holding Company (PHCN),
most Nigerians know that at

no time in the history of the
country has there been more
Cower outages than now;

ut since his own home or
the Aso Rock fortress is lit
day and night and has
enabled his several thick
flowing agbada to be ironed
and starched, President
Obasanjo may have thought
that his unbridled happiness
is infectious.

Nigerians are equally
happy at having the most
unsafe sky in the world, along
with the fact that what
passes for Nigerian national
air carrier is the private airline
of a British eccentric
businessman whoy, might
choose at his convenience
to airlifta band ofmercenaries
in the name of Nigerian
national air carrier to
destabilise any part of Africa
or the world.

Plans have been
completed to lay off almost
half of the public workforce
and the prospects of these
family breadwinners
returning to cold job market
is cheering news, gladdening
the hearts of all Nigerians. In
fact, the British Gallup polls-
findine would have been
ignored as it has been if not
for President Obasanio’s
incendiary tactics of mocking
Nigerians with such
provocativejnaterials. As the
author of Nigerians’
perpetual happiness,
President Obasanjo is set to
fixate himself in power,

because the fraudulent
forgery of Nigerians’
"happiness’ is part of the

game plan for a heinous and
odious third term.

Onunaiju is a staff of
Daily Trust.
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YOUR LETTERS

e banning of Hisbah
rs not only
unfortunate, but bad.

Hisbah is the vanguard of
implementing shariah, which
we are trying to implement in
. all strata of our lives in Kano
State. Its coming into being
was based on the Qur’anic
verses that enjoin us to do
good and shun what is bad;
as such, recruiting some
people from amopg us to do
.such work or duties for the
Muslim ummah became
necessary, fortlo society can
progress without control,
hence the creation of Hisbah
became imperative. Among
the duties of Hisbah include
maintaining the sanity of
environment, helping the
police to maintain order,
promote justice and equality
and advise people against
acquiring bank interest,
"which amounts to usury,
I hoarding and speculation,
etc.

Since the beginning of

: Hisbah in Kano State, the
members had been-
performing wonderfully and
creditably to the surprise of
many, to the extent that
people preferred to take their
communal cases to them for
settlement. As such,, they
became popular within a
short period of time. The
credit that Hisbah corps was
getting made many become
envious and they were hell
bent on seeing its downfall.
For the past year, a prominent
minister from Kano had been
describing Hisbah as a
terrorist organisation, and its
members as political soldiers
for Governor Shekarau to rig
elections.

Since the forceful ejection
ofa particular governor from
Government House in 2003,
he and his group have never
hidden their desire to create

problems for Shekarau’s
government. They are doing
everything possible to
discredit the government,
the people of the state and
even the state’s economy.
They sought to use the
Yelwa-Shendam crisis spill-
over to Kano to cause chaos
and fracas, so that a state of
emergency could be
declared, but they did not
succeed. They also used the

fertilisef issue to blackmail
and paint Shekarau’s
administration in bad light,
and they still did not
succeed. Not giving up, they
interfered in the issue of
Kofar Na’isa plot which
already belongs to Kano
State by doing everything
possible to deny Kano
people of the plot from the
federal government. Still
unsatisfied, they teamed up

with some opposition within
ANPP to cause
misunderstanding between
Shekarau and Buhari. They
were also using all available
means and media to castigate
and blackmail Shekarau’s
administration by provoking
and inciting the public with
inflammatory  remarks
capable pf putting the state
aflame, yet they were
unsuccessful.

Governor Makarfi, we need
electricity in Makarfi LG

X 7 irindly atlew-me-space
in our favourite
lewspaper to urge the

governor of Kaduna State,

Alhaji Mohammed Makarfi

to come to our rescue by

finding a hurried solution to
the shortage of electricity in

Makarfi town. We are aware

of the perpetual electricity

shortage in the country, but
our own situation is worse.

Before the Power Holding

Company ofNigeria (PHCN)

brought out the time-table

indicating the removing us
from the former distribution
channel that we used to be
in-Zaria, we usually spentup
to seven or eight days
without having electricity
supply. Sometimes, we could
have electricity for complete

24 hours, and then stay eight

days without it.

Efforts have been made by
our district head to see that
the situation is rectified, but
due to lack of support from
elders of the town, the
situation persists. After all,
most of them do not suffer
the vicissitudes of power
failure, which is why they are
less concerned.

The situation has

polarised many businesses in
the area like the business of
welding, grinding machine
owners (this causes long
queues at the grinding sites),
sellers of soft drinks who
depend on refrigerators, etc.
If care is not taken, the
people living in Makarfi will
forever live in absolute dark
due to lack ofelectricity.
Lest | forget, our
neighbours in Tashar Yari,
Gode, Wali and Koleji usually
have constant electricity
supply. There were rumours

that we heard that a sub-
station would be provided at
Gimi Tasha, but uptil now,
nothing has been done.

We are now using this
patriotic medium to forward
our request to the governor
to come and solve the matter
quickly, because “only those
who do good deeds are the
prosperous ones.” I hope our

request will be fully
considered.
Muhammad Auwal

Hassan, No. 26, Opposite
Cinema Road, T/\Vada,
Makarfi.

Gov. Bukar A. Ibrahim,
Nigerians are no fools

W me a space to notify

A overnor Bukar Abba
i 1'% lbrahim of Yobe State on
his recent call to Nigerians to
support President Olusegun
Obasanjo’s third term plans.

OBJ himself agreed that the
masses are suffering severe
hardship since his coming to
power except those at the
corridors of power.

We Nigerians know that third
term is a way out for the
president and his tea'm, since
there’s no possibility of IBB

taking oveT from OBJ because
he is the only one who can take
over and stay firmly to provide
safety and security to outgoing
government officials.

This is why he did not
support his vice president,
Atiku Abubakar to take over
because of lack of confidence
and not hatred.

Therefore, Governor Bukar
Abba Ibrahim, please keep quiet
on this issue. Nigerians are no
fools.

Alhaji Moh’d A. Hamidu,
No. 3, Sultan Road, Kaduna.

|

With all their plans being
thwarted by Allah, they now
came through the backdoor
by instigating the federal
government to disband the
Hisbah corps.

After launching the
Hisbah which has over 9,000
members, they were
frightened, so they went to
town describing Hisbah as a
terrorist organisation,
Shekarau’s police, “Yan’daba
and other bad names which
clearly show their dislike.

W hile religiously, the
setting up of Hisbah is
commendable, economically/
socially, it is good (as each
member gets something at
the end of the month), yet
they see these as baseless.

In addition to the internal
reasons for the banning of
Hisbah, there is also
international conspiracy
against successful shari’ah
implementation in Kano in
particular, and Nigeria in
general. Ifnot, why ban only
Kano Hisbah and even
comparing it with another
organisation of different
mission and vision?

Whatever is the mission of
those who engaged in
sabotaging the cause of
implementing sharia’ah in
Kano, they should bear in
mind that they have failed
already. They are challenging
Allah not Shekarau, for
Hisbah is neither doing
Shekarau’s nor ANPP work.
They are doing Allah’s work,
which is continuous in as
much as life exists on earth.

Kano

I want to re-inform my
fellow Kano State citizens
that nothing good comes
easy; as such our struggle
would not be an exception. If
we think back to the time of
Prophet Muhammad (SAW),
we will know that there is no
struggle over Islam that does
not face opposition, hatred,
sabotage, envy, conspiracy,
etc. And if we think ours will
be different, then we are all
jokers. This issue of the
banning of Hisbah is among
the countless conspiracies
that were planned after all
plans before did not yield any
dividend.

We should not, therefore,
soft pedal in this struggle,
because Allah cannot be
played with (by intending to
practise Shari’ah and backing
out). Also, no matter how
long it will take us in the
Supreme Court, we should
continue with the case. And
whoever would emerge tfc
next the governor in Kano
State after Shekarau eitherin
2007 or 2011 must continue
from where Shekarau
stopped, or else we shall not
allow him to form any
government. For this
struggle did not start with
Shekarau and will not stop
with him.

Long live shari’ah in Kano
State!

Long live Kano State!!

Long live Nigeria!ll

Wassalam.

Sani Garba Mohammed,
Karaye LG, Kano State
(karavedvmail com)

Reactions to articles published in
this paper way he directed to the
editor via the email address:
editorfddailytrust.com
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His Excellency, Alh. Muhammad Danjuma Goje
(SarkinYakin Gombe)
Executive Governor, Gombe State.

It is undiépu'taﬁli/;'clear today that at no time did our state witness a true revolution and giant
transformations in all sectors than in the last two and half years of your tenure as an elected
Governor.

No wonder that the National Council of the Nigeria Union of Journalists (N.U.J.) found you
worthy for an award of excellence in WATER SUPPLY AND ROADS CONSTRUCTION on 9th
7 February, 2006.

Congratulations for this landmark award!

Comrade Abubakar Salihu (Yellow) David Sajo Danborno

(For and on behalf of:)
(Gombe Youth Mobilization Forum)
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OBJsthirdtermplanisarealitv

By, L eke Amre
his aides that he is tatesm!;rl

last, President Obasanjo
,)has peeled offthe scoop,
¢ uly last year when the
|issue of tenure extension became
a reality given the seriousness
iwith which the proponents of
jthird terra were going about it,
Imany brushed it aside and
jdiscarded the idea A a figment
of people’s imagination.
iMeanwhile, the campaigners
who had infiltrated the rank and
file in the society were then
monitoring people’s reactions
given our past antecedents when
we accepted foolish ideologies
hook, line and sinker.

There were those who said it
can never be real, while others
|described the third term agenda
|as controversial, satanic and a
jeoup against the constitution.
|Such thinking and conclusion
Imay be accepted in an ideal
Isituation. Our own democracy
has been turned into abnormal
Icrazy where people in power
lonly think of themselves and
‘their family immediately they
assume office to the detriment
of tffe majority that gave thSm
ithe mandate. Those who
thought they know Mr
President very well opined that
he will not descend so low as to
|destroy the good works he had
‘been doing over the years,
Iforgetting that every average
[Nigerian politician doesn’t give
la damn for the nation’s interest
jprovided his ambition would be
achieved. The Obasanjo of
IMurtala era that they knew very
wel| and could vouch for is no
longer thevObasanjo of today,
i lowWtime changes!

Aresident Ob” 'injo was
presumed to know the
jeonsequences of such dastard
jprr"; ion. Instead oftackling the
Ithird term head on, we waved it
jaside until it began to stare us in
jtuc iiice. Perhaps, uic mo&i
|d,,i.ot;Uai national problem
|facing us at the moment is the

“htronster called Third Term.
IHow to persuade Mr President
and itis foot-soldiers to drop the
:idea for the sake ofthe nation, if
Jat  they believe in the unity,
itogetherness and our oneness as
ithey claim, should be the
jeconcern of those of us that
'remain patriotic. Itis no longer
- --ndum, but a reality The
lonly delay for its
iinipi cmentation, though still
|v,cfcbling and crawling, seems to
' mo the few democrats and

politicians among the
>nal Assembly members
i! believe ii) -mctity
mcatic system . d hav»
I'to expunge it from their
ijles at all cost. They have

-d *to - defend the
«'jon and t’-

% allowing 'di* 'i - on

o ;daletaj(

' desnhr the :soutb-

’

e of the

raemb of the
H.inal Review
r.ittee are quite

iuntied, because | cannot
ne them swearing to the
same constitution they wanted
to re-write by all means in order
to serve the purpose and interest
of their master(s). Whatkind of
stupid thinking is that? Thanks
to the likes of Senator Mukthar
Aruwa and others who exposed
the hidden agenda of their
colleagues in the committee.
Some Nigerians still do not
believe that Mr President is
deeply interested in third term
despite the denial by some of

€1> )?7zn f o

who will not want his image,
fame and personality dragged in
the mud. They have forgotten
that Nigerians are no longer fools
and no one can take this nation
for granted any more. Gone are
the days when leaders will
brainwash the populace to
accept stupid ideas. It is the
tragedy of our society where
mediocrity is being celebrated at
the expense of merit.

The unfortunate and
purported request made by the
South-West governors during
their “historic” solidarity visit
to Mr President at Ota recently
should not be seen as a new
phenomenon in the politics of
sit-tight leaders for it has ever
been part of the game, except
the dangerous dimension that
the undemocratic politicians are
introducing into the entire
system as elected officers. The
continuous stay in power by the
president is the surest way for
the South-West governors to
remain on their seats, because
they know that they are sitting
on borrowed seats. Even
millions of Obasanjos and
Adedibus of this world cannot
safe any of them in an election.

We also know that it was on
the crest of Obasanjo that all of
them came to power; if not, none
of them would*have been
capable ofwinning a councillor’s
slot in their respective wards let
alone becoming a state governor.
The failure of Mr President to
rebuke the governors on the need
forhimto ; oninofficeis™n
indication that President
Obasanjo is deeply interested in
third term and that the ploy is
real. It has come to stay;
therefore, we must fight the
monster with all our vigour.

February 13, 2006 when the
nation was marking the 30
anniversary of the late General
Ramat Murtal®. Muhammed’s
assassination; perhaps, under
duress and intercessory prayers
of Nigerians that believe in the
sanctity and efficacy ofprayers,
President Obasanjo said he was
advocating for the continuity of
Jiis administration’s series of
reforms and, therefore, his self-
perpetuation in power is the
answer.

The fact that he was made to
continue with the laudable
policies and programmes of the
Murtala government does not
mean the same yardstick can be
applied to the present realities.
It was possible for £im then
because it was & military
government, vhich"ruled with.

the majority. SouiCDOsly else
emcrj to coritim e v.ith
the reforms by May 29, 2007 if
at all those reforms are so good
that the nation must continue
with them. If Mr President sits
tight like some of the other
African leaders who have been
ruling”for decades in their
respective countries, how will
aspiring young leaders grow?
We don’t need another
Mobutu, Eyadema and all the
bad life presidents in’Nigeria. It
is greedy on the part of Mr
President to want to continue
ruling this nation having
consecutively done that on three
occasions. Please, Mr President,
bury personal interests for the
sake of the nation.
Dimka enlisted the president
for elimination in 1976 as

number three on the list as he
reveam and Ahacha raned you
in ovdrlalphanto@cou 1995,
but God in His infinitive mercy
delivered President Obasanjo.
Those experiences were enough
to make him conscious and
remain perpetually grateful to
the Almighty God for sparing
his life. The point | am making
here is that Mr President should
not cause problem for the
Yorubas, because if he refuses
to go when his time elapses next
year, the other tribes will
equally like to behave thus,
because he’d have laid a bad
precedent. So President
Obasanjo, please go because
there are many among your
tribesmen that are also aspiring
to be leaders in this country.

As far as we are concerned,
Mr President has declared and
made his position known on the
matter. What he is waiting fotis
to see how the foot-soldiers will
succeed in manipulating the
whole nation under the guise of
conducting referendum for
constitution amendment. The
federal government is yet to tell
the nation what happened to the
Amb. Yusuf Mamman’s
Constitutional Review
Committee Report. Or has it
been confided to the dustbin as
usual? Unfortunately for the
campaigners of the satanic
project, the people assigned to
brainwash the nation cannot
brainwash themselves, letalone
the masses of this nation.

Al the odds are against them.
They lack credibility even
among their colleagues at the
National Assembly. They have
no reputation, integrity and
command no respect from
anybody across all levels.

Therefore, constitution
amendment hearing at the six
geo-political zones is
unnecessary, frivolous and
another exercise in futility
which has disenfranchised
millions of Nigerians already.
The same old horses that know
nothing m”re than raping the
good people of this nation are
the faces going about organising
the third term campaign under
the guise of constitutional
amendment. Who needs the
amendmen* now? Why is the
amendment so crucial at this
time?  Why were the
gove >ji-soldiers
not 4pr
seriousness
going abou
the Amb.
Committe
Review1l ::

hey are
nent to

up. On

categor allv
agenda is i

has deploy «d hu

:third ter

irrespective .« .iose ox
be gored.

Watch  out  for the
campaigners; theywill approach
you, induce you, brainwash you
and will likely threaten you to
accept tenure extension. The
campaigners will say Obasanjo
is the best thing that has ever
happened to this nation and the
only person that can do “good”
to the country. Nigerians should
be conscious and not succumb
to their blackmailing antics.

Leke Adelere contributedthis
piecefrom Lugbe, AirportRoad,
Abuja.

he cat »asgn for
political office is yet
to commence

officially in the .country, but
the intrigues leading to the
gubernatorial race has
started with candidates in
most parts of the country
working assiduously but
underground to place
themselves in vantage
positions before the whistle
for active politicking would
be officially blown.

This exactly is the scenario
in Plateau State where many
have  started serious
consultations and meetings
to ingratiate themselves to
the powers that be, both
within the party hierarchy
and at other levels in the
state. Already, there are many
contenders who have so far
made their intentions known
through one way or the other,
and who from all indications
are ready to raise the tempo
oftheir campaigns when the
stage appears set.

But due to the
underground nature of the
campaigns, one is unable to
make a distinction between
those who are actually in the
rac? 2nd those who appear
to be in it only in the minds
and conjecture ofthe people.

That is why | feel
compelled to contribute this
piece when I heard last week
through a friend that the
current director in the
Ministry of the Federal
Capital Territory, Engr Jimmy
Cheto, is also tn the 2007
gubernatorial race in Plateau
State.

My immediate reaction
was that of joy and
excitement, because having

leadership foisted or* our
state over the years, 11;-v
come to the conclusion that
the calibre of leaders P-lateat,
Stale indigenes' deserve
would remain at; illusion sc
ioH! as the current
kingmakers are allowed to
liave their way in the affairs
of die state.

I never expected that
genuine achievers like Cheto
who have shown a dogged
commitment to uplifting the
plight ofthe common man in
the state at personal levels
and at the expense of
sacrificing their personal
comforts would also be
interested in governing the
state.

MSB

ByJohn Menshak

What this means to me as
a person is that God must
have taken active interest in
the affairs of Plateau State,
and has finally decided to
intervene to save the state
from the apparent lacklustre
leadership  “that has
bedevilled Plateau fora long
time now.

| say this because las an
indigene of Plateau, who has
lived virtually all his life inthe
state, am fully briefed about
the qualities of this
gentleman who recently,
bagged the highly
prestigious title of the
Jarumin Langtang in his
area.

That is why | wish to join
the teeming voices urging
Engr Cheto not to allow the
rumourto die on the realm of
mere wish, but to take up the
challenge and move the
speculation to the realm of
reality by joining the race.
That is if it is people that are
making up the story. If
however the news is true and
is emanating from him, then |
say kudos and more grease
to your elbow, because |
believe the decision is
divinely informed.

For those who are not
aware, Engr Cheto represents
one of the besthuman beings
that Plateau State can
produce in terms of integrity
and leadership. This he has
demonstrated in many ways
and particularly through the
empowerment o fyouths from
the state and the assistance

he has rendered to many
"Underprivileged in the:
society.

Anybody who has been to
Jarumin Langtang’s house
will agree that he is a selfless
person who never tires to
attend to the problems ofthe
common man. What with the
hordes of people always
waiting to see him and who
always go home smiling.

But particularly worth
mentioning is the
contribution of the
Langtang-born
philanthropist to his alma
mater the Kuru Old Boys
Association. KOSA. /

From a mundane
association that ‘hardly
could raise its head, Cheto
has been able to raise the
association to enviable
heights and has been using
the platform ofthe Old Boys
Association’s been able to
do a lot of things for the
school through personal
contribution and the use of
this influence to mobilise
resources for thel
development of the school.
Through his efforts, the
activities ofotheralmamater.
in Plateau State have been
gingered up as everybody i&
working towards meeting
the standard set by Cheto.

Space would notallow me
continue but suffice itto say;
that Plateau State will be
better if the likes of Engr
Cheto are allowed to assume:
positions of leadership in it.
I rest my case for now.

John Menshak wrote in
from West of Mines, Jos,
Plateau State.

‘“‘“or those who *are not
aware, Engr Cheto represents

that Plateau State

an

produce in term of integrity
and leadership 1his he has
demonstrated in many ways
and particularly through the
empowerment o fyouths from
the state and theassistance he

has

society. ®
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Hauiti: Fresh hopes amidtortuous history

T he small Caribbean
state of Haiti is
significant in many

respects. Itis the world’s first

black-ted republic and the
first Caribbean state to
achieve independence.

However® the pride and

significance of Haiti has been

marred by yeas of poverty,
environmental degradation,
violence, instability and
dictatorship which have left
mtas the poorest nation in the

Americas.

A largely mountainous
country with tropical climate,

Wt'z

vgftdp.%

drumming and dancing once
made ft a potential tourist
haven. However, instability,
violence, especially since the
1980s, have all but killed off
this prospect.

The country’s most
notoriety was achieved
during the brutal dictatorship
«of the..voodoo physicians,
Francois “papa doc”
Duvalier and his son, Jean
Glaude, or “Baby Doc” in the
1970s and 80s. Hdpe that the
election of a former catholic
priest, Mr. Jean-Bertrand
Aristide, would herald a
brighter future were dashed
when he,was overthrown by
the military a short time, after
wards. Although economic
sanctions and US led military
intervention forced a return
to constitutional government
in 1994, Haiti’s fortunes did
not pick up, with allegations
of electoral irregularities
extra-judicial killings, torture
and brutality. %

In 2004, a bloody rebellion
aad pressure from America
and France, forced Mr
Aristide out of power and
into exile. An interim
government took over and a
UN stabilization force was
deployed to restore order. But
Haiti is still plagued by
violent confrontations
between rival gangs and
political groups and the UN
has described the human
rights situation as
“Catastrophic”. Meanwhile,
the country’s most serious
underlying social problem,
the huge wealth gap between
the impoverished Creole
speaking black majority and
the French-speaking
mulattos, one percent of
whom own nearly half the
country’s wealth, remains
unaddressed. Furthermore,
the infrastructure has all but
collapsed and drug
trafficking has corrupted the
judicial system and the
police. Haiti has problems of
severe deforestation which
has left it particularly
vulnerable to flooding and

By Charles Onunaiju,
| Senior Reporter, Foreign desk j
the country is pitiably is ill-
equipped to deal with the
aftermath oftropical storms.

The.chance is that the
election which was held early
in this month would herald a
new beginning for the long
suffering country ofnearly 9
million people. However, its
results though disputed has
been resolved in favour of
Mr Rene Preval, a former ally
ofthe exiled Mr Aristide and
has inherited his followings
among the poor. .

. ,>He w«wijefejctediw iih:5:@xti!
o ftotfaebacdfterftaBjA iwootdoo
su~cfe'ddrtij& ntEbinapresideti®.'s
MrBoniface Alexander. The
result of the vote was
announced after officials
agreed to discount thousand
of blank ballot papers count
and Mr Preval was declared
winner after days of street
protests by his supporters,
after he has alleged that
“massive fraud” was being
used to deny him a first-
round victory.

Widely seen as a
champion ofthe poor, he says
he want to tackle social
inequalities as well as create
jobs. Bom in port-au-prince,
the country’s capital in 1943,
Mr Rene Preval studied in
Belgium and lived in the
United States of America in
the 1970s.

He was president from
1996-2001, between Jean-
Bertrand Aristide’s first and
second terms. Mr Aristide
was Haiti’s first
democratically elected
president, taking office in 1990
amid great popular support.
But the country’s long
divisive and highly polarized
politics ensured that the
hopes generated by the
election ofthe former catholic
priest did not significantly
alter the course of the
country’s be tortous history.

However, the return of
democracy increased the
profile of the impoverished
black majority and gave a
stake in the previously
mulatto dominated political
life of the country'.

Having weathered a
bloody military coup and
ongoing political and
economic crises, Mr. Aristide
was forced out in February
2004 when opposition to his
rule grew increasingly
violent. Boniface Alexandre,
ChiefJustice at the Supreme
Courtwas sworn in as interim
leader. Now in exile in South
Africa, Mr Aristide has
promised to return to Haiti
and accuses the US of
forcing him into exile.
W ashington, however,
denies a fact that is well

known.

Mr Preval, the leader of
the small L’Espwa (the Hope)
party-enjoys strong
popularity, particularly in the

question of the February
election, from which Mr
Preval has been declared
winner is how many people
voted for Mr Preval in the

Haitispresidentelect, Mr Rene Preval

slums of the country’s
capital, Port-au-Prince,
thanks to his association
with the leader who remained
exiled in South Africa. An
agronomist by training, Mr
Preval who is 63 was active
in the movement that ousted
military ruler, Jean-Claude
“Baby doc” Duvalier during
the 1970s.

He was Prime Minister for
abriefperiod in Mr Aristide’s
first administration, which
wad forced out of power in a
1991 military coup. Mr. Preval
later replaced Mr Aristide as
president between 1996 and
2001. His government was
marred by political deadlock.
In 1999, following a series of
disagreement with deputies,
he declared that parliament’s
term had expired and began
ruling by decree. By the end
of his term, the political
situation has deteriorated. To
his many reforms to
ameliorate the conditions of
the urban black poor, he met
a political brick wall erected
by the entrenched political
interest of the highly
propertied minority mulattos
and their representative
political platform. The crises
and face-off with the
parliament and the fractious
political interests they
represent erupted into crises,
which eventually culminated
sinarmed uprising that forced
Mr. Aristide’s second
administration out of the
power in February 2004.
However, analysts say the
biggest unanswered

hope that he would bring
back Mr Aristide from exile.
However, Mr Preval has told
reporters that Mr Aristide
may return, but that he will
not tolerate the violent
groups that pledge allegiance
to him.

But given the challenges
of upturning Haiti terrible
recent history, and ensuring
a return to normalcy, Mr
PrevaPs challenge is huge.
Now that he has been
confirmed the victor of the
election, he has little time. He
is certainly under pressure to
bring back his formerally and
mentor from exile, but his first
crucial challenge would be to
establish his legitimacy and
acceptability even to the
bitter opposition and ensure
that they do not boycott the
country’s political life as they
did in 2001 following
disputed elections.

The boycott of 2001 by
the opposition ensured a
paralysis which snowballed
into political violence that led
to President Aristide’s
removal in February 2004. If
the country’s recent history
is any guide, Mr Preval
prority would be to establish
a dialogue with" the
fragmented opposition and
ensure an atmosphere of
calm and security. For this he
will need the support of the
9,500 United Nations troops
and police.

With luck, he can

ipulate the fragmented

ot"L-r m~Pir hfv t™ir
defangihg them; The UN
mission in Haiti has been
extended by a further six
months;and this should allow
him a breathing space,
although this will probably
not be enough to restore any
faith in Haiti’s police force,
which proved unable to deal
with increasing violence two
years ago, is badly trained
and equipped and is very
thin on the ground in many
areas.

More importantly, the new
president would have to
convince the international
community that he is the
legitimately elected leader of
Haitian and would do his
utmost to keep the meddle

some United States of
America at bay from
interference. International

donor agencies withdrew
their co-operation with
President Aristide after the
disputed election in 2001, but
Haiti desperately needs the
infusion of funds and would
have to take steps to attract
back these institutions.

The  country also
desperately needs the more
than 1billion US dollars that
has been promised by
international donors to be
quickly made available ifthe
63-year former president is to
make good his promise to
revive Haiti’s perilous
economy, boost exports and

create new jobs.

But the biggest headache :
for Mr Preval is what to do j
with his predecessor, the
hugely popular Mr Aristide, »
who though remains in exile |
in South Africa, cast a large
shadow on the country’sj
political life. Ousted in
controversial circumstances,
though, well known to have j*
been shoved aside by the US 1
military, which allegedly I
escorted him out of his ;
country, Mr Aristide called j
for a boycott of the recent [
melection, but this' seems to j
have little effect, as voters [

numbers.

fheexileMfeStfcrseemed f
one issue that excited voters
as they hope that the election
of Mr Preval, a known
associate of Mr Aristide |
would begin his political
rehabilitation starting from
his returning home.

Mr Preval was prime
minister during Mr Aristide
first short months in power
in 1991. When Mr Preval
took over from him asj
president from 1996-2001,:
this was seen by many
Haitians as a continuation o f:
the same policies espoused ]
by Mr. Aristide. However, in
the election campaign this
time, Mr Preval created his !
own Movement L’Espwa
(Hope), separate from Mr
Aristide’s Lavalas movement.
But he is now underj
considerable pressure to
bring Mr Aristide back from
exile in South Africa.

But Mr Preval may notbe j
in a hurry to do so, Mr.
Aristide’s presence in Haitij
would make it very difficult
for him to rule effectively; the j
former president is a highly
divisive figure, and what his j
successor most needs at the
moment is the chance to heal j
the wounds that have made
political and jgconomic |
progress in this poorest
country of the western
hemisphere almost |
impossible for the past five j
years.

“But the biggest headachefor Mr Preval is what to do
with his predecessor ythe hugely popular Mr Aristide,
who though remains in exile in South Africa, cast a
large shadow on the countrygpolitical life. Ousted in
controversial circumstances, though, well known to
have been shoved aside by the US military\ which
allegedly escorted him out of his country, Mr Aristide
calledfor aboycott o fthe recentelection, but this seems
to have little effect, as voters turned out in record

numbers. ”’
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Riotpolice push back supporters ofthe Ugandan opposition leader, Kizza Besigye, recently at an
opposition gathering in Kampala. Ugandas riotpolicefired tear gas and water cannon at opposition
supporters gathering at thefinal pre-election rallyfor presidential candidate Kizza Besigye.

Ugandansprepareforelectlon

he Kfinal day of

campaigning ended

yesterday in Uganda for
tomorrow’s general elections,
marked by the arrest of the
leading opposition candidate.

Kizza Besigye’s final rally
was cancelled on Monday after
clashes between his supporters
andthepolice. ChiefUKelection
observer Chris Mullin has told
the BBCthat DrBesigye’sarrest
last November showed the
playing field was “not level”.

President Yoweri Museveni
needs more than 50 percent of
the votes for a third term.

He has been in power since
1987 and had been seen as one
ofa“new generation” ofAfrican
leaders but has more recently
been criticised for changing the
constitution, so he can contest
the polls.

Dr Besigye is expected to
pose the strongest challenge to
Mr Museveni in Uganda’s first
multi-paity poll in 25 years.

Mr Mullin, a former UK
Minister for Africa, toldthe BBC
that there had only been
“isolated” cases of violence
during the campaign, despite
Monday’s clashes on the
outskirts ofthe capital, Kampala

But he accused the ruling
National Resistance Movement
of conducting a “campaign of
harassment” against Dr Besigye.

“There is no doubt the
playingfield isnotlevel interms
offunding, or in terms of some
ofthe restrictions placed on the
opposition.”

Lobby group Human Rights
Watch has also said the polls,
would notbesfree and fair.

Dr Besigye said the chaises
of rape and treason - for which
he remains on trial - were meant
to sideline him fromthe polls.

This is strongly denied by
the government and the police
say they have proofthat he was
trying to work with rebel groups
to unseat Mr Museveni.

Dr Besigye’s supporters
also say that the tear gas and
water cannon fired at them on
Mondaywere meantto intimidate
them. The police said they had
to act to clear them from a main

road.

Mr Museveni has been
holding hisownrally inthe same
district ofthe capital.

The president defended his
record on security saying they
had been able to maintain “core
security” for 20 years despite
problems in neighbouring
countries. “Here we are in the
eye of the storm and still we
stand.”

MrMullinalso said thatthere
is little doubt that most
Ugandans are better off now
than before Mr Museveni took
power. Overthe weekend, seven
people were hurt after a convoy
ofarmy trucks ploughed into a
crowd of Dr Besigye’s
supporters. The army said the

injuries were caused by a
stampede.

Lastweek, DrBesigyeurged
his supporters to exercise
restraint after two of his
supporters were shot dead.

He alleged thatthe violence
was part ofa military campaign
to intimidate his supporters.

Dr Besigye lost the 2001
elections to Mr Museveni and
then went into exile, saying he
feared for his life. He returned
last year and was arrested on
charges of treason and rape.

Opinion polls suggest Mr
Museveni and Dr Besigye are
the clear front-runners but it is
notclear ifeitherwill gain the 50
percent needed to avoid a
second round.

Liberia sets up
truth commission

L iberia’s president has
inaugurated a Truth and
Reconciliation

Commission to investigate

human rights abuses during 24

years ofcivil war and unrest.

The seven-member
commission does not have the
power to try cases but will
investigate crimes committed
between 1979 and2003, when
civilwarended. PresidentEllen
Johnson-Sirleaf said Liberia
had to face up to its past.
During her election campaign
last year, she had said she
would not push for the war
crimes court which some
demanded.

“Inmy own life | have come
to believe that when the truth
is told, humanity is redeemed
from the cowardice claws of
violence,” she said to loud
applause as she launched the
IRC.

It is to investigate “gross
human rights violations and
violations of international
laws... including massacres,
sexual violations, murders,
extra-judicial killings and
economic crimes”.

TRC chairman human

rights lawyer Jerome Verdier
said the commission would
“give voice to the dead... in a
society polarised by long years
ofwar.”

Liberia’s former President
Charles Taylor is in exile in
Nigeria, which is under
pressure to extradite him to
Sierra Leone to face trial for
alleged war crimes in that
country’s civil war, which had
close links to the Liberian
conflict.

Mr Taylor began Liberia’s
civil war by launching a
rebellion in 1989 but human
rights abuses were committed
by all of the many armed
factions which emerged during
the conflict.

Last month, Mrs Johnson-
Sirleafsaid bringing Mr Taylor
tojustice was not a priority for
her country, which was
seeking to rebuild after the
conflict. Nigeria’s President
Olusegun Obasanjo has said
Mr Taylor would only be
handed over to an elected
government in Liberia. Other
former warlords took part in
last year’ elections but they
generally received few votes.
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Cuba flays US on UN human rights council

ieefforts ofUnited States
N ofAmericato createa UN
Human Rights council in
place of the UN human Rights
commission arid ostensibly
exclude third world countries
from the membership ofthe new
body has been described by
Cuba as “Chicanery against the
expectation and demands ofthe
peoples of the South and the
great majorities in the north.

In a statement by the
permanent mission, of Cuba to
the UnitedNations and obtained
by Daily Trust, it said that it is
highly conspicuous that the
creation of the New Human
Rights Council was the only
substantive element on the
reportofthe High level panel on
threats, challenges and change,
established by the secretary

mneral with renowned experts
roimallregions o fthe world that
was nottaken into accountwhen
formulating the reform proposals
for the organization at the
summitheldmSeptemberof2005.

According to the statement,
the High Level Panel have
originally proposed the
universalisation of the
commission on Human Rights’
membership, rejected the
possible imposition of
conditions required for the
body’s membership but the
subsequent texts that nave been
submitted to establish the
Human Right’s council, have
disregarded these recomme-
ndations Cuba then questions,
the seasons for insistence on

By Charles Onunaiju,
Ienior Reporter, Foreign Desk

imposing conditions on the
council’s membership that US
government demands, if the
overwhelming majority of the
member states have taken stand
against it. The statement further
stated that “Cuba denounces the
strong pressure exerted to force
in an untimely and inopportune
manner, a decision allowing the

creation of the Human Rights
Council by the imperialistic
interests proclaimed in the so-
called “project for the New
American century,” which isthe
Washington hawk’s plansto rule
the world,” adding that US
government is demanding the
creation-of Human Rights
Council “initsown image inorder
to continue manipulating,
violating and committee
arbitrariness.”

Libya condemns CNN
r Gadhafi’s Interview

ibyahasaccusedthe Cable
} ws Network (CNN) of
lolating an agreement to
airPresidentMuammar Gadhafi’s
interview, held last year, in its
entirety. This was disclosed in a
press statement made available
to Daily Trust by Libyan
embassy in Abuja. The Libyan
secretary for information, Mr
Hassuna Shawish expressed
concerned over the freedgm of
media, saying that what CNN
has done is against the ethics;
truthfulness and confidence that
is suppose to exist in media
establishment
He said that the television
satellite channel requested an
interviewwith the leader, Colonel
Muammar Gadhafi which came
into being through an agreement
to the interviewwill be broadcast
in its entirety.
He added that CNN stated

By Aisha Umar,
Reporter Foreign Desk

inaletterthatwill broadcast part
of it immediately after the
interview and the whole during
the special week programme on
the Middle East between
November2laand 27th 2005.

He said on the November
10th 2005, the interview was
recorded and on November 25,
2005, the channel broadcast
some parts of the interview,
eliminating and cancelling
importantand lengthy portionof
it

He explained that Libya
made an inquiry intothe rationale
behind the acts and that they
drew the attention o fthe channel
to their agreement to broadcast
the entire interview, which they
did through experts on
international law and legal
practitioners.
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ADVERTORIAL

The Chairman, 22nd February, 2006.

National Assembly Joint Constitution,
Review Committee,

National Assembly Complex,

Three Arms Zone,

Abuja.

Mr. Chairman,

THE STAND OFTHE PEOPLE OFDA1JRA/SANDAMU/MAIADUWA FEDERAL
CONSTITUENCY IN KATSINASTATE ON THE PROPOSED REVIEW OF THE
1999 CONSTITUTION OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

T Taving critically appraised the proposed constitution review hearings which begin
A Xtoday for the purpose of amending the 1999 constitution, we, the people of
DAURA/SANDAMU/MAT ADUWA Federal Constituency in Katsina State want
to put it on record that we distance ourselves from the entire exercise and any other
moves, subtle or crude, overt or covert designed to prolong the tenure ofthe present
executives at both federal and state levels who will have completed two terms of4
years by May 2007.

For the avoidance of doubt, we say without fear of contradiction that we do NOT
support the proposed constitution review at this immaterial time. 1fthe constitution
must be changed, now is definitely not the right time to do it because there simply
Isn’t sufficient time to do a goodjob ofit by the present administration. We believe
that the administration has too much in its hand to do a successful and satisfactory
job in under one year on a subject that majority of Nigerians are not favourably
disposed towards.

We say NO to constitution review norv,
NO to tenure extension and
NO to third term.

Long live the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

Signed:
Hon. Lawal Garba
Daura/Sandamu/Mai’aduwa Federal Constituency,
Katsina State.
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Bird’shead
foundin
canfood

r 4 'Viemanager ofan Indi
I ana canning plant in
ft the US said Monday

that he did not know how it

|could have produced a can
of pinto beans with a bird’s
head inside as claimed by an
mllinois woman.
Chicago-based La

Preferida Inc., USA; an-

nounced a voluntary recall

on Friday ofa limited number
of its cans as it investigated
how the head fended up in the
15-ounce can.

David Morrow, general
manager of Eaton-baspd Me-
ridian Foois, said lie was

eager for apsweis, abeut the
discovery
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ported buying the can at a
groeeiy store in nearby Au-
rora, 111 'x

“We don’t know any-
ithing, and we are waiting on
|the results of tests,” Morrow
told The Star Press of
Muncie. “We have proce-
dures in place to prevent
these things from happening
and we have reviewed those
procedures.,” A canning com-
pany for 40 years, Meridian
has been owned by Clinton,
Michigan based-Eden Foods
since 1994. Meridian is
Eden’s sole canning plant.

The 29-employee plant
about 10 miles north of
Muncie packs about a dozen
"varieties of pooked-in-the-
ean beans. \

The La Preferida beans
covered by the recall have the
lot numbep-5348 MF on the
can lids. The batch was
canned December 14 and is
marked by abest:buy date of
‘December 14, 2007, La
:Preferida said.

iz,

Janise Wulf, 62, gave birth Friday to her 12thchild, a baby boy she named Adam.

Woman, 62, gives birth

62-year-oldwoman in

A the US gave birth Fri

Nay to a healthy 6-

poundT®-ounce baby boy;

becoming one of the oldest

women in the world to suc-
cessfully bear a child.

Janise Wulfgave birth to
her 12th child. She is also a
grandmother of 20 and a
great-grandmother of three.

Family members said the
delivery Went smoothly, de-
spite earlier concerns about
the mother’s health. Wulf; a

diabetic, experienced swell-
ing and higher blood pres-
sure earlier this week,
prompting doctors to per-
form the Caesarean section
aweek early.

W ulf and her third hus-
band, Scott, 48, named the
red-haired boy Adam Charles
Wulf. He follows just 3 1/2
years behind his older
brother, lan.

“I hate to raise One afoiie,
without a sibling,” said Wulf,
who. was impregnated both

iHong Kong action hero Jackie Chan, seen here in Tokyo 18 January 2006, paid $192,000
for a lucky car license plate, marking the highestprice reached at auction this year.

times through in vitro fertili-
zation. The oldest woman
on record to give With is a
66-year-old Adriana lliescu of
Romania, who had a Caesar-

n American man ac-

cused of fatally beat-

Jng. his roommate

with a sledgehammer and a

claw hammer because there

was no toilet paper in their
home has been arrested.

Franklin Paul Crow, 56,

Was charged Monday with

homicide in the death of Ken-

neth Matthews, 58, according

to the Marion County

ean section Jan. 15,2005.
The Guinness Book of
World Records also lists two
63-year-old women who have
given birth: Rosanna Della

Sheriff’s Office. -
Captain Thomas Bibb

.said Crow initially denied his

involvement, but confessed
during questioning..

Crow told investigators
that the men were fighting
about the toilet paper over
the weekend when
Matthews pulled out a rifle.
Crow said he then began
beating Matthews with the

Corte o.f Italy in. 19”4-and
Acheli Keh of California in
1996. News reports, however,
list Della Corte’s age at 62
when she gave, birth.

sledgehammer and claw hamg

mer, according to, an affidﬂ

vit. 1 2
Matthews was beaten so-

; badly he had to-be identified i
mthrough his fingerprints', de-

tectives said.

Crow was .being Held at'
the Marion County jail with- j,
out bond. It was not immedi-
ately known whether he had !
an attorney. j'

Camera phones handy in funerals

J apan’s obsession with
camera-equipped mobile
phones has taken a bi-

zarre twist, with mourners at

funerals now using the de-
vices to capture a final pic-
ture Of the deceased.

“l get the sense that
people no longer respect the
dead.Jt’s disturbing,” a fu-
neral director told the
Mainichi Shimbun newspa-
per. At one ceremony several
people gathered round the
coffin and took out their
phones to photograph the
corpse as preparations were
made to begin a cremation,
she was quoted as saying..

“1’m sure the deceased
would never want their faces
photographed,” -she said.

But others called ita form
ofa memento in the modem
age.

“Some can’t grasp ‘real-
ity” unless they take a photo

and share it with others ... It
comes from a desire to keep
a strong bond with the de-
ceased,” social commentator
Torn Takeda told the paper.

Man, 72, to sit school exams
for 37th time

A 72-year-old Indian
man is to sit his high
school exams for the

37th time in the hope he will

finally be able to get married.

Shiv Charan vowed he
would not marry until he had
passed his examinations, re-
ports the Indo Asian News

Service. But the farmer, who

attempted the exam for the

first time at the age of 35 in

1969, has always been let

down by his maths.

Mr Charan, from Behror
in Rajasthan, said: “For me
success will not merely mean
clearing the exams but it will
also throw op£n the doors of
marriage forme.

“Till now*l have been
clearing all-the papers except
mathematics. Maths has al-
ways. been a difficult subject
for me but this year | am sure
Iwill clear it.”
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currencies
West African

Unit of Account
Country N Equivalent
The Gambia 6.0320
Ghana 0.0143
Guinea 0.0588
Liberia 1.8633
S/Leone 3,563.84
Nigeria 192.48

Parallel Market

Average
Dollar 144 145
Pounds 261 175

Hightschecuie

Virgin Nigerfa

Los - Abj: 7.00am, 10.55,
6.55pm

Abj - Los: 9.00am, 12.55pm,
8.55pm

Los-PHC: 7.15am, 3.00pm
PHC - Los: 9.00am, 4.45pm
Los-Aec: 2.55pm; Aec-Los:
3.35pm

Los - Douala: 6.30pm;
Douala - Los: 8.30pm

Bellview Airlines
Monday-Friday

Lagos - Abuja
0650,0950,1130,1400,1600,
1955

Abj - Los-0800,1130,1320,
1600,1800 \
Los--P/H-0715,1130,1320
Los- Kano0630

Saturday & Sunday
Los-Abj-0800,1130,1600,
1950
Abj-L0s-0800,1320,1600,
1800
.Los-P/H-0800,1340,1700
P/H- Los-0945,1520,1830
Los - Kano - 0800
Kano-Los - 1130

IRS Airlines

Los Abj-7.15am, 8.-15am,
11.00am,

12noon, 3.00pm, 4.15pm,
Abj - Los —10am, 1lam,
1.00pm, 2.00pm,
4.15pm, 5.15pm.
Los -PHC -
12,45am. v
PHC - Los- 1.30pm, 2.30pm,
Los- Kan- 5.30pm, 6.45pm,
Kan- Los- 7.45am, 9.00am.

11.45am,

Weekend

Los-Ab-9.15am, 10.15am,
1.00pm, 2.00pm, 11.00am,
12.00pm, 9.30am, 10.30am,
Abj - Los-11,00am, 12am,
2.45pm, 3.45pm, 12.45pm,
I1.15am, 12.15am,
Los-PHC -11.5pm, 2.15pm.
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OPEC President and Secretary General, Dr.,Edmund Daukoru (left) and Austrias Federal Minister o fEconomics and Labour, Dr. Martin Bartenstein
atthe European Union - OPEC dialogue in Vienna, Austria ...recently.

Bankersunite

L ?"‘i‘”ﬁl -
inangg organisations
'‘have announced a new
strategy for tackling corrup-
tion.

The World Bank, Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF)
and other organisations whi-
ch provide loans, grants and
advice to developing nations
have joined the battle.

Together, they have agr-
eed to exchange information
and set up a task force to cre-
ate a “uniform framework for
preventing and combating
fraud and corruption”.

By Austine Odo, Business |
Editor, with gemcy weport

Corruption is rising in
most countries, according to
a recent survey.

People in 48 out ofthe 69
countries covered in Trans-
parency International’s ann-
ual Global Corruption Baro-
meter survey said corruption
had risen over the past three
years.

BBC News quotes the
group of lenders, which incl-
udes the African Develop-
ment Bank, the Asian Deve-

‘Why SOLGAS Issuing FG’

T ie Executive Chairman
of SOLGAS, an
American  Energy

company, Mr Tom Russell

has given explanations on
the company’s decision to
takethe Federal Government
to a London Arbitration
Court, saying that the firm
simply wants to recover all
the money it spent during the
period it spent while in the
country as a concessionaire
of the Ajaokuta Steel

Complex.

The was in 2003 given the
concession by the Federal
Government to rehabilitate,
complete, and manage the
Ajaokuta Steel Complex for
10 years. During the period,
it was expected to inject over

By Anas Galadima,
Assistant Business Editor

S3 billion into the complex,
but until it (SOLGAS) asked
for the termination of the
concession in 2004, the
company could not source
the required funds and failed
to meet set targets.

Russel, who spoke on
phone form his base in Texas
explained that the company
was not asking for anything
near the $3 billion, even
though he declined to give
the details of how much his
company is asking to be paid.

Russell refused to give
details on grounds that it
would amount to a breach of
the confidentiality in
arbitration matters.

lopment Bank and the Europ-
ean Bank for Reconstruction
Ld"Oeefb e, sail they
would work together to cre-
ate proposals that could help
countries strengthen their
ability to combat corruption.

The World Bank has des-
cribed corruption as the
“single greatest obstacle to
economic and social develo-
pment”.

againstcorruption

It believes that countries
that tackle corruption succes-
sfully can increase their natio-
nal income fourfold and red-
uce child mortality by up to
75%.

Research it conducted in
2004 led it to estimate that S1
trillion was paid in bribes in
2003, compared to a global
economy worth S30 trillion.

CBN may outsource supervision ofoanks

he Central Bank of
I Nigeria (CBN) has said
that it may outsource
the supervision of banks in
the country to outsiders in
order to concentrate on mon-
etary policy management.
CBN Governor, Professor
Charles Soludo who stated
this on the occasion of the
award ceremony by a national
daily in Lagos maintained
that the CBN was being
restructured to make it more
effective and efficient to
deliver its core mandate.
However, Obadiah Mak-
ifa' deputy governor of the
CBN who represented the
governor at the commissi-
oning ceremony of the dea-
ling Reuters computers that
would be used in the newly
introduced Wholesale Dutch
Auction System (WDAS) at
the bank’s Lagos Head office
stated that WDAS will make
the forex market more effi-
cient.

From Bright Ewulu, Deputy
Business Editor (Lagos)

Prof Soludo said howe-
ver, that there was no need
for celebration as the nation
is not yet where its supposed
to be, given its economic pot-
entials.

According to him the
target is to ensure that in the
next ten years Nigerian banks
will be in the first 50 to 100
banks in the world, saying
that to be there Nigeria needs
to deepen the money and the
capital market to match the
size ofher economy.

“We are not yet celebra-
ting because there is a big
gap between where we need
to be and where we are. The
first phase of the consolid-
ation is over, we are moving
to the second phase because
there are still enormous
challenges for this particular
industry,” he said.
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WAWesident Olusegun Obasanjo on Monday

Jn®”presented licenses to pension fund

.administrators and custodians at the

State House, Abuja. Business Trust captured the
moment In pictures.

The managing director and chiefexecutive officer, CrysajlerPensions, Adewale Raji, displaying his
companys licencepresented to him by President Obasanjo. Pix: Joe Oroye

CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA

TENDER NOTICE
NIGERIAN TREASURY BILLS

Notice'is hereby given by the Central Bank of Nigeriathat 91-day Federal Government of Nigeria
TreasuryBillsamountingtoN 12,196,886, >will be issuedbyan auction-basedsystemon Thursday
02/03/2006.

InterestedAuthorizEd Dealers (Banks, DiscountHouses and Brokers) are invitedto submittender”to
reachthe IssuesOffice, Centra] FlankofNigeria, Lagos, not laterthan 1,30pmcmTuesday,28/02/2006.

Eachtendermustbe in multiple of NI, 000 subject toa minimum o fN10, (XX pertender, /uthorized
Dealersare aUowedtosubmrtmultiplebidsand quote multiple rates. Atendermay be forownaccount
ofAuthorized Dealersor made on behalfofinterested membere o ftire public, who areadvisedtoapply
through any ofthe authorized dealers.

Tenders forthe Bills should be submitted on the prescribedprinted forms in

duplicate and in sealed envelopes clearly marked “TENDER FOR BILLS”. The resultofthe tender
will be announced before the close of business on Wednesday, 01/03/2006. The Bank reserves the
right corejectan\ lender'!? parta -in foil.

Allotment letters will be issued for successful bid on Thursday, 0203/2006. Payment in foil for the
|amountofthe accepted tenders must be made tothe Central Bank ofNigxia not laterthan 1.30pmon
lie issuedate 02/03/2006. Thiswill normally be effectedby directdebitto the accounte ofthe affected
Authorized Dealerswhich should ensure that theiraccountswith the Bank are adequately funded for

ISSUES OFFICE,
CENTRAL feANKOF NIGERIA,
TINUBU SQUARE,
LAGOS.
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Emirates appoints new manager for Nigeria

E t!ased international air

line, has appointed Mr.
Hafeez Azeem as its new
Manager for Nigeria. Mr.
Azeem succeeds Mr. Guy
Phillips.

Sincejoining Emirates in
2000, Hafeez has held several
management positions within
the airline, at its headquarters
in Qubai. Prior to his appoint-
mentas Manager - Nigeria, Mr.
Azeem was the airline’s Com-
mercial Analysis Manager for
ali ofAfrica.

Mr. Azeem brings along
adepth ofknowledge and ex-

From Shakirat
_Abdulmajeeed, Correspond-
ent (Lagos)

perience that will serve him
well in Nigeria”?highly com-
petitive market.

Mr. Azeem said: “I am
delighted and honoured to
have been given the oppor-
tunity to lead the Emirates
team in Nigeria - the airline’s
most important market in West
Africa.”

He added: “Emirates is
the airline ofchoice for Nige-
rian travelers. The airline en-
joys a well-established repu-

The power

tQ live a

8O m f8rt8hls

life N

retirement

\

IS Inyour

hand.

At Pensions Alliance Limited, our commitment is to ensure your dreams for retirement
f

Daily Trust
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owing to its superior
customer service, both in the
air and on the ground. | shall
strive to take the airline even
further and ensure that we
spare no efforts in providing
Emirates passengers with un-
surpassed levels of service.”
Mr. Azeem’s appointment
is more ofa homecoming for
him. Though an Indian na-
tional, he is familiar with the
country’sterrain having lived
and partly educated in Nigeria
Mr. Azeem has a Masters
degree in Business Adminis-
tration from Bradford Univer-
sity in the United Kingdom.

apital Airline has en-
tered into partnership
with Synergy Group, a
South American firm, to ex-
pand its operations in the
country’s aviation sector
The group it is to render
technical assistance to the
airline as it plans to extend its
operations to Makurdi, llorin,
Jos and few other airports.
The Managing Director
of Capita’ Airlines, Dr. Tony
Eze explau ad that the airline
plans to optrate in those air-
ports in response t" market
demand as wtl! as\ open up
more airports for :0 nmercial
operations, with an nitiallink
of Makurdi and others with

come to life. With Warm, Experienced and Knowledgeable staff, who are steeped in

Investment Management and Pension Administration, you can be sure that we will

en* 're your retirement dreams are realiisea. QE}{fRant'{ W—rMaF;uf;;; WWMME In' i |
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Capital Airline to fly
Makurdi, Jos, llorin

Abuja.

He hinted further that the
airline will operate a state-of-
the-art Embraer 120 aircraft to
those routes, arguing that the
40-seater aircraft his com-
pany will deploy to the routes
is suitable to operate routes
considered unviable.

The group also plans to
acquire Okada Airline’s
hangar at the Benin Airport,
V,, si'all maintenance of the

PensionsA lliance
...your Pa,

Hsad Office: Bullfta {785 Boor) 38;'3S Marina. Lagos, Nigeria

Tel; 234-1-2667110.234-1-2*67718,294-1-2667177,234-1-2667553. Fax. 234-1 -2662002

Pori Harcaart; 2nd fsxx; lead B *ft BuMng, 5 Trans-Amds fo Id . T#i: 084-483308, M e 6&4-463174,
Abuja: Plot 990. Cadastral Zone, ftO CertraS Business OBWel (Behind Lew s* Storasi TO 09- 6700535.

aircraft would be done.
President of Synergy
Group, Mr. German
Efremovich, said they were in
the country to implement all
the systems, manuals and to
transfer all, “our experience
and maintenance. The idea is
to transfer all this know-how
into Nigeria through Capital
Airlines with experts from the
International Air Transport
Association (IATA).”:

a-roail: si5fo@ patssoasataie8com wateits: www.peusionsaBiaRce.com
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THE BOLINGO HOTEL TOWERS: Initially christened Protea Hotel, the Bolingo Hotel and Towers is situated along the
Independence Avenue, within the Central Business District ofAbuja. The 5-star hotel, constructed on seven floors, boast of
a standard swimming pool, a mini-golfpractice course, lawn tennis courts and a business centre. The Hotel is however

X-rayingAbujapr

Estates andproperties in the nation s capital city erefeared to be affordable
by the rich only, in view o ftheir high prices. Apartf
where the economically handicapped resident«li\e < >ates in the city center
arefor selectedfew, Sunday Ejike Benjamin As:
in this piece samples opinions ofestate managers
estates in the Federal Capital Territory (FCT,

A buja, the nation’s
capital city is no doubt
a lucrative spot for real
estate developers, agents and
managers. It is a place where
many in the property business
will wanfto practice. Housing
and estate are however two
principal terms that should be
carefullv looked at, because
people seem to be constantly
confused with the two terms.
An Abuja based estate
surveyor, -Abubakar
Abdulkadirwith the Bello & Co
estate firm posited that the
word estate simply means
interest. Interest in land.
According to him, between a
landlord and tenant, there is an
interest in a particular property.
The aggregate of all these
interests is what is called
estate, which means interest in
land. This therefore means that
as a tenant, one has an interest
in property and subsequently
occupying one.
« But when we confine
ourselves to housing, we are

‘talking of bricks and other

items that are assemble,
together to provide
accommo-dation that co 1
either be used as reside
or commercial purposes
“That is tie i. ic
meaning of estat2. But 0 er
time, it has been adop ed to
other situations lik. w>en
you have premises Wt.i a
number of hoi'sii ; units
inside, say twenty ‘ocks of
flats, it could b < irded as
an estate. This me sa large
concentration o' hor ng
units at a particul rloca* on.
Property coulU also be
regarded ?s art estate ut
property strictly spea
connotes ¢ vnership. Vin
somebod> therefore s>irv
taking ofproperty, he ismo.e
or less talkin<~
ownership of
landed prop.= \
thes tenr ,
technic lauo ;l, -
origin in law, br
people have
outstretch th
Ab joakar, i

the slums and suburbs

Lditor, Abuja Property,
he state and worth of

nanager explained.
Another expert in
property/estate management,
Justina Azubuike, the branch
manager of Trustvile property
observes that, “houses
generally in Abuja are costly
in the sense that cost of
acquiring a plot of land on
which to erect structure is
high. Imagine a plot of land,
say 1000 square meters within
Wuse Il cost about
N50million, by the time you
start developing that same
land, you' Wl find out that the
return on the initial
invgiVferA.nt will, no doubt
forco you to place high rent
on your property. Ifyou need
a anda d, well finished
du,. T}o. arental basis, you
*av ; to >ay as much as
w. mill "n annually”.
hi Wuse .1l, the least
rount charged on a proparty
'‘O.Smillor when itisnota
veli-ilnisbed duplex. But on
tn ma/erage, it cost N2.5m,
N -.5m or N4miilion when
m .il les are used in the

finishing of the ppoppetyy.
According to the expert,
“most houses in Abuja are no
estates perse but are projects
owned by different
individuals that have
certificate of occupa-icy.
Talking about locations,
places like Wuse, Vliitama
and Asokoro charge higher
rents than places like Gatki and
Wause Il. In aplace ik -Wuse,
one cangetaland it suring
up to 1,000 square iiJjrs for
N 22milliondr N 16ir.illion.
That is why the ;ost of
rentruns intomil) or; ofnaira.
You cannot tall o r. operty
without making n  rence to
plotbecause itdetc nines the
cost of purchase o. rent of a
building. You cannot get a
duplex for a million or
N 1,5million in Wuse, while in

Wuse II, it is N2.5m on
average.”
Inspite of the

development going on in the
capital city of Abuja, it is not
uncommon *o fine some
buildings abandoned halfway
during construction. Experts
however gave reasons for
‘,uch development. Abubakar
Abdulkadir, for instance noted
that finances and many other
factors could be responsible
for such abandonment
halfway. “1f somebody runs

Ivate estates

short offinance, probably his
expectations did not meet up
with his dreams, he is bound
to abandon what ever he is
doing and look for a way of
raising money. In the absence
ofmoney, one has to wait and
appraise the whole situation
and look for another avenue
to raise funds to continue the
project. Some people have
the misfortune of loosing-job
or have their money sat upon
by people, either in
government or in organised
private sector at the time they
have embarked on the
building project. In some
cases, somebody couJd die in
the process of construction

.and his relatives-may not be

in the position to continue.
We have had cases when
uncompleted houses go up
for sale”

There are some people
occupying such uncom-
pleted buildings whether by
consent or not. Property
experts identified influx ofall
shades of [#ople into Abuja
as the main cayse of such
illegal occupation.

“Housing is one of the
basic necessities of life. Some
people accommodate
themselves undefbftdgejjke
what is happening in Lagos.

Contd on Pg 28



FG tasks engineers on
economic development

he Federal Governmem

has urged the Nigeria
T Society of Engineers
I(nse) to Mine out with
[suggestions on how to develop
ey sectors o fthe economy and
;to also adhere to professional
\ :dards in the area of
"V eenanized farming, telecom,
power generation, gas flaring
reductionand eKmination.

Obasanjo gave the charge at the
I,M?ciety investiture ceremony of

FEMMA cautions
contractorson

goodjob

Correspi (Makmr}

he Federal Roads

Maintenance Agency

'7*1’" 1A) in Benue
jStatei has cautioned;
contractors to carry out:
|satisfactory work on the roads;
or face serious sanctions.

Chief maintenance;
Engineer in the State, Engr.
Joseph Adedayo who gave
the warning during a press
briefing in Makurdi, yesterday, |
said some contractors;
handling maintenance work on;
[c.ainership are working on
site, noting that there are some;
“non-performing ones,” who
he therefore gave a five point
directive which must be
followed.

In part, the five point
directive read, “henceforth, noj
potholes should be cut fori
repairs ir materials for patching
are norimmediately available,” ]
and potholes cut out fori-

repairs must be filled within 241

hours.”

The directives further;
read, “Road signs must be;
provided where maintenance;
activities are'in progress to
give adequate warning to;
traffic,” adding, “all potholes;
Jand failed sections already cut;
tout should be patched;
limmediately.”

“The directive also said,;
|“Contraction will be held
extremely responsible for any
road accident on.the roads
jundct theirjurisdiction if they
ifail to comply with all of the
above.”

Engr. Josep'h Adedayo;
lwho was Hanked by the federal

orworks for Benue.
- . tate, Engr. Benue lbegbu,;

1 ERMA’s activities in the;
istate, stating that both the
direct labour and retainership
under the agency .has
recorded tremendous
‘achievements on several
rOads.

i want to further assure
*he general public that the
jfederal government through
the agency means well and will
ensure that our roads are
properly maintained at all the
times for safe movement of
people and goods added Engr.
Adedayo who also appealed
to road users to obey roads

Stories by Mustafa
Abubakar, Abuja

its new president held in Abuja
recently.

Represented by the
Executive Secretary, Nigerian
Investment Promotion
Commission (NIPC), Engr.
Mustafa Beflo President
Obasanjo said in the recent past,
government tried to provide
necessary legal framework by
signing the infrastructure
concession regulatory bill into
law, establishment of FERMA,
local content policy, capacity
building aimed at developing the
practice of engineering in the
country.

The president added that

by the reform programmes going
on in virtually every sector of
~« Nigerianeeoni my. which he
urged (NSE) to take advantage
of.

The existing opportunities
include construction of 1000
roads across the country, private
sector housing schemes,
development of inland
waterways, the target of 10,000
MW-by 2007.

The enormous challenges he
said include increase
infrastructure investment
through  Public  Private
Partnership (PPP) by stimulating
interests in the priority areas of
the economy, empowering the
private sector to create-wealth,
generate employment, and reduCe
poverty to drive the growth
process and putting in place a

gét\)lant mortgagse and housing

areless development of
infrastructure with little
or no respect to the
environment will be the focal
point of deliberation as 800
expected global experts on
Environment Converge in Abuja
from September 10-15,2006 for
a conference on Infrastructure
Development and tlje
environment.
The global event billed to
hol&at the:
is ihc first in Africa where 50
nations would be represented in
an effort to boost infrastructural
development, environmental

‘consciousness and protection

policies in third world and
developing countries.

Organiser? ofthe event noted
in a pre-conference media chat
that poor planning, construction,
maintenance; operation of
facilities in many sectors ofthe
economy constitutes a serious
threat to not only the
environment but also sustainable
development. “These and other
developments call for serious
professional attention,”
Professor Hilary Inyang and
director, Global Institute for
Energy and Environmental
Systems (Gl EES), university of
North Carolina-Charlotte (USA)
declared,

Prolessor Inyang was ol the
viEw that African Eg«lronmenta’

-((.® ot
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Dualised Ottu-Abeokuta road under construction. One of the thirty-nine road projects review for completion within the year.

nglev\echallengesenglreers onprofessionalism

he Minister of works,
Senator Adeseye
Ogunlewe has
admonished Directors and
Supervisory Engineers ofthe
ministry to be mindful oftheir
professional, civic and legal
duties and obligations to the
counting. He stated this at the
review ofall road projects by
the ministry held in Abuja
recently.
The Minister said that
they should bear in mind that

By Suleiman Mohammed,
Associate Editor (South)

problem occasioned by careless
infrastructural development
constitute greater concern to the
global community.

“Infrastructure development
is an essential aspect of regional
and national  economic
development plans that focus on
the provision of goods and
services to an expectant;
population,” he noted, but;
expressing concern that!
inadequate physical infrastructure
constrains economic development
in all sectors-health,
communication, construction,
education, manufacturing,;
transportation, energy among i
others.

The international conference |
on infrastructure development
and environment had taken place

there id the p055|b|I|ty of
being summoned in years to
come to account for misdeeds
or omissions of projects and
urged them to remain diligent,
honest in their dealings with
contractors, and in the
discharge of their
responsibilities,.

Ogunlewe further told die
contractors to reciprocate the
goodwill shown by the
government since June 2003
in the settlement of

presentations, 100 sessions and
panels will be featured,” he said.
Already, a local planning
committee has been instituted
with Dr. Fodeke as chairman.

X-raying Abuja

Contdfrom Pg 27

But, it has been realized that
most people that stay in
uncompleted structures are in
=y 0i "¢ other erimi util
This itatra t - 1zmnient
Should look into, especially in
view ofthe security problems in
the country. Governmentshould
ridthe se structures ofthese illegal
occupants or squatters” Apart
from the problem of squatting in
estates in Abuja, quacks have also
flooded the profession of estate

development in Abuja.
However thereisthe Nigeria
Institute o fEstate Surveyorsand

in San Diego (USA, 1996),; -

Boston, USA (1998) Nanjing,
China {1999), Belo Horizonte-
Brazil (2000), Tokyo-Japan
(2001) Seoul-South Korea (2002),
Helsinki in Finland (2004) and

. Charlotte-USA (2005).

According to Dr. Victor
Fodeke, federal controller of
environment, Abuja, the event
was a milestone, and commended
Professor Inyang for recognizing
Nigeriaas the ideal country to host
the conference for the first time
in Africa. “About 500 platform j

established to promote the
practice ofthe profession. Ifone
is graduate ofestate management
and not a member of ‘'he

'itsi » one na mo Ix

Itisalso th: aimoftheassociation
; it *m that is
bordermg many estate managers

is that of quacks who have

business; simply because of

outstanding debts and the
prompt payment of interim
certificates submitted last

year and reaffirmed the
commitment of the
administration to the

completion of the projects
initiated since 1999 without
any hindrance by political
activities?.

Commenting on the
contractor handling section |
ofthe on-going dualisation of
the Onitsha - Owerri road
from the Onitsha Section,
Messrs CCC Construction
Co. Ltd, he said the Messrs
CCC Construction Co. Ltd
should reciprocate the
administration goodwill in
upping its funding since 2003
to the present level of N9,
222,925,492.59.

making mmoney. Like Mr. Peter
(tori of Solid Base Properties
said, government needs to assist
the professional body of Csfate
surveyors and valuers by putting
in place laws thatwould address
the issue of quackery in estate
business in view oftheirnegative
consequences it has on the
profession.

Abubakar, while
commenting on the issue,

speaking, not every body can
carry out professional task like
valuation but when it comes to
the issue ofbeing an agent, many
pi opit dabbk min! to make
money. There is a saying in Abuja
that everybody is an agent, but
there isalways a difference ifyou
source accommodation from a
professional and a quack, there
.vitl be difference in approach
Sant ... nicedeli c> .

Of all these sayings about
estate, housing and properties,
which can be said to be cheaper,
is itbuik’.ng an estate of buying
acompleted one directly? Justina
Aaibu K- \ tilr- highlightii g o:
this said it is cheaper to buy a

He changed them to bhe
responsive to the yearning
and aspirations of Nigerians,
adding that Nigerians on their
part should bear the pains
inherent in occasional
diversions of traffic to
facilitate construction works
on major highways saying
that the transitory discomforts
became necessary to achieve
the more permanent comfort
and pleasure of driving on
good roads.

“Any contractor that fails
to meet the expectations and
pace ofthe administration will
be given the “red-cardl
urged the contractors to
recognize their present
evaluation as the “yellow-
card”, which in other word
means warning”, he reiterated.

private estates

house in Abuja thanto buy plot.;

Someplots, she noted costmore;

than some developed houses.
>

for my client which valued at;
N50 ni’lton it Maituma. it was

plot ol 1,000
squaremeters arid you cannot get
such plot for at N25m. By thej
time you remove the cost ofplot,1
you find out that the:
development commands much;
money", she explained.

No matter the efforts by the;
Bl-Rufai administration tc
transform Abuja and make it;
conform to the master plan, if;
iand is not made available and
affordable™ to people, housing
problem will still remain
.unabated in Abuja. !f land were

houses t;d accornmod*t o\
LMW "'Se in i
1

>
governcm is to own most of
the properties but all these;
things have been altered.

Those compelled by one;
reason or the other to become;
squatters or illegal occupants see;
themselves as legitimate settlers. |
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Approach to problems |

fforts in changing patterns

of urban housing and the

quality of life experienced
by ordinary people in designed
settings have been so low despite
various arguments over the be-
havioural and socio-cultural as-
pects of building imbue environ-
ments. Focusing on the develop-
ment of housing financing in
Abuja therefore, the cultural mo-
tift-.and the economic circum-
stahces that have shaped the evo-
lution over time must be linked
to the long age of Abuja as a set-
tlement which now metamor-
phose to a city. Traditionally,
housing financing in core of cit-
ies like Abuja must be presented
first with an appraisal of newer
developments at the suburbs that
is stimulated by market-driven
economies. To this end ,drawing
on the divergent examples of
modem urban housing in other
cities of the world, the ways in
which new housing are financed
in Abuja needs to be organized
and incorporated into a way of
promoting and developing an ur-
ban development and communal
belonging of all Nigerian irre-
spective of thE inclinations and
levels, v

Insearch ofaunique position
on the approach for financing ur-
ban housing unit, now allied
problems, the Managing Direc-
tor/ChiefExecutive Officer, Fed-
eral Mortgage Bank of Nigeria,
Mallam Yakubu Tiamiyyu as-
serted that prior to the introduc-
tion. about three years ago, ofthe
current housing policy and its
associated reform, the fimding of
housing in Nigeria particular ur-
ban*housing has anchored in de-
posit-driven arrangements in-
volving, over the years, the fol-
lowing as the main vehicle of in-
termediation and delivery:

For decades, the housing in-
dustry witnessed the pre-emi-
nence of government over the
private sector in housing produc-
tion, particularly urban housing
production, by engaging in direct
funding and multi-unit construc-
tion ofhousing. The execution of
me housing project was mostly
by state agencies responsible for
lhousing development, such as the
iFederal Housing Authority, or
Isometimes by building contrac-
|tors. The effectiveness ofthis tax-
|based approach was, however,
undermined by budgetary and
other constraints leading to un-
Ider-achievement of housing tar-
gets, abandoned housing projects
and a failure to raise the home
ownership rate. Besides, lack of
proper linkage ofthe housing pro-
grams to mortgage financing, the
problem of affordability
accessioned by the sporadic re-
view of house prices, coupled
with government failure to de-
liver house after taking down
payments from mortgagors,
which characterized the mid 90s,
had worsened the housing fi-
nance prospects in the country.
| There were a few efforts by gov-
ernment. especially at the state
and local levels, to fund housing
by issuing bonds collaterized by
istatutory revenue allocations.
This has no significant impact on
;urban housing though.

The involvement of housing
|corporations in urban housing is
of historical and contemporary
relevance. Following the adop-
tion ofthe 1954 McPherson con-
stitution, which granted internal
self-government to the compo-
nent parts of the Nigerian Fed-
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iBy Mustafa Abubakar, Abuja\

eration, the various sub-national
governments established housing
corporations to begin the process
of developing planned layouts
and building houses for sale to
their citizens. Such layout and
housing developments were con-
centrated in the regional head-
quarters such as Ibadan, Benin,
Enugu and Kadunaas well as few
other large cities such as lIkeja,
Kano and Port Harcourt. Further-
more, these housing corporations
combined the functions of estate
developers and providers ofmort-
gage finance essentially for urban
housing as each had a savings and
loans department. Through these
departments, the corporations
sought to make homeownership
through mortgage finance a real-
ity within their areas ofjurisdic-
tion. However, their activities in
this regard were limited to grant-
ing of mortgage loans to a few
private individuals but mostly to
civil servants. They had limited
success in mobilizing saving
since those who came to save
with,them did so for the sole pur-
pose of obtaining loans. As a re-
sult, coupled with dwindlinggov-
ernment subventions on which
their operations largely de-
pended, within two decades, the
finance for these schemes dried
up and most ofthe pioneer hous-
ing corporations have since be-
come rather somnolent in re-
sponding to the housing needs of
their citizens.

Nevertheless, a number of
housing corporations, many of
the state owned quasi- compa-
nies, still fund urban housing
projects with their resources to a
very limited extent. The bulk of
their housing developments are
funded by the National Housing
Fund and to some extent, subven-
tions from owner state govern-
ments.

Banks is another area he
stressed, which over the years,
have also been involved in the
funding of urban housing though
the mortgage financing of
homeownerships and housing
estate developments. However,
until recently, scant participation
in the funding of housing by
banks, which command an over-
whelming proportion of deposits
accruable to the banking system,
has been the nation’s experience.
In 2004, less than 1% oftheir N2
trillion aggregate lending portfo-
lio was accounted for by mort-
gages. The main problem faced
by the maturity structure of their
deposits which are largely short
term. In other words, banks are
expected”to give long tem mort-
gage loans with predominantly
short term deposits. The banks
disinterest in mortgage lending
also stems from the earlier prob-
lem of differential interest rates
for the housing sector compared
with such sectors as commerce
and industry whichjnade banks.
as commercial concerns, to con-
sider it unprofitable to fund hous-
ing. Thus, mortgage lending by
banks has been characterized by
both tenors much shorter has re-
quired by mortgage best practice
and high interest rates; which is
inimical to the yearning of the
Nigerian urban centre for mass,
decent and affordable housing.s

Primary Mortgage Institu-
tions (PMIs) were formally
launched as an institutional ve-
hicle for the provision of hous-
ing finance in Nigeria with the

Alh. Tanimu Yakubu MD/CEO,
Federal Mortgage Bank of
Nigeria (FMBN)

promulgation of the mortgage
Institutions Act (Decree No. 53

I urban housm

of 198%) which makes provision
‘for the establishment for the
purchase institutions to grant
loans and advances to individu-
alsfor the purchase or construc-
tion of dwelling places and to
acceptsavings and depositsfrom
members ofthe public and pay
interestthereon. ” The PMls are
to be private sector owned and
managed for the sole purpose of
mobilizing household and cor-
porate savings for long term
lending for homeownership or
first home originations. Starting
as Nigerian Building Society in
1956 which transformed to
Federal Mortgage Bank ofNi-
geria in 1977, the then FMBN
had dominated the primary
mortgage business in the coun-
try up to 1993 when it ceded
that function to become a
wholesale mortgage institution.

ABUJA

PLOTS OF LAND FOR SALE

Description: Plot of Land at Komduma in Kam
L.G. AofNasarawa State.

Size: , 1400m2

Asking Price: 5millionnaira-negotiable

Contact: Alhassanon 08065294344

Description: An uncompleted commercial
property suitable for a shopping
mall inGarkiii, Abuja.

Size: 22,280m3

Asking Price: 50 million naira-negotiable

Contact: Alhassanon 08065294344

PLOTS OF LAND FOR SALE

Location: Mpape, Bwari .Area Council of FCT.

Size: 1250m'"

Asking Price: 500, 000. naira

Contact: Hassan on 08033566165

Location: Kuje Area Council, Sauka Village
Extension, Plot 231A

Size: 1300m'

Asking Price: 120, 000. Naira

Contact:

Hassan on 08033566165

The number of PMIs was about
300 in the 90s but, according to
the latest Annual Report by the
CBN which now regulates their
activities, 83 of them were in
operation by the end of 2004.
As a follow up to this, Abuja
property gathered that the ma-
jor features of operations of
these institutions include: A
based on the CBN’s prudential
guidelines, not less than 60% of
PMIs’ loanable funds to be
committed to creation of mort-
gage assets.

The mortgage lending op-
eration which is predominantly
funded by the National Hous-
ing Fund (NHF) under which
scheme they statutorily fuhction
as on-lenders of mortgage loans
to contributors to the fund.

In a way similar to the

Page 29
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banks' situation, the maturity
structure of the bulk of PM15%
deposit liabilities is short term.
This, coupled with the lending
of such funds at market directea
rates of interest, makes the
mortgages created with their
own funds to be usually associ-
ated with unaffordable repay-
ment terms by most Nigeria®
home seekers’ standard unlikd>
the NHF mortgages created
through them. Such mortgages
do not exceed 5 years tenor,
most are of 3 years tenor.

While lending for home
mortgage Origination remains
the primary function of PMls,
they are known to also engage
in the mortgage financing ofur-
ban housing estate developments
to a limited extent.

PROPERTY

PROPERTIES FOR SALE

Description:
Location:

Price: negotiable

Description:
Location:
Price: negotiable
Description:
Location:
Price: negotiable
Description:
Location:

Price: negotiable

Plotoflandmeasuring 965.47m'
Pasali layout, Kuje

Plotofland measuring 1400.628m™
Kuchiyako Ext layout, Kuje.

Plot of land measunng 750m'*
Gbazango layout, Kubwa

Plot oflandmeasuring 1053.09m2
Phase AAI Ext. layout, Kuje

Forfurther enquiries contact:
S.DVENTURESNIG.LTD. *
BLOCKJ, FLAT 1, 2rdFLOOR,

SKY MEMORIALCOMPLEX

WUSE ZONE 5, ABUJA.
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Howv alr-conditioning increases
aesthetics, reduces heatwave

A Ithough soaring
temperatures in many
parts of the country

.eejn to indicate otherwise,

he dew season does not of-

ficially arrive until the end of

Vlarch, which gives property

ne
a/.to9»towJv,«-<ld«toKiWuow

mwliers adequate time to pre-

pare their properties for the

long heat waves ahead or

enose already in progress.

Your property’s exterior

v akes abeating under the heat
if the scourging sun particu-
«ly ifyou live in the areas
/here temperatures remain
levated without relief be-*-
.ween fcTnrto five months on
V.yeragie; Infact, within many
cgions of the country, the.
m nly reliefin stAJitfor the jjn-/
nediate future is an occasion
sfrainstorm andVsjdentso f

he cities in the northern

, tates will attest to the fact
hat those storms can become
jplent and cause consider-
able damage to properties
nd households.

- So, how do you prepare
our property’s exterior for
sveneat and minimis? repair
osts? Your property contains
everal vulnerable areas
vhich are particularly sus-
ipptible to the effect of the

* un. Take, for example, your
'ence.

Extreme and prolonged
ieat canwause chipped and
meeling paint. Sudden and se-
ere rainstorms and subse-
uent flooding may cause the
;round to shift and the posts
o move and become un-
teady. Take a good look at
our fence. Ifyou spot signs
tat it is beginning to lean or
ven sag, call a professional

i tonce. This is not just a
[uestion of aesthetics; it is
Iso a safety issue. When the

*

By Nasir Imam,
Abuja Property Editor

next storm brings strong that
fence could topple. When
that scenario happens, the
results could be tragic if any-

oot

1jltrl

(Obinvniosiinivefp aqotfe -jtmH
jkoM .amt

oj.lg n

one is standing in way of the
fence. While you are inspect-
ing your fence for, structural
integrity, also make sure that
you check the locks and
latches. Unsupervised chil-
dren have been known to
take wander into back yards
when latches are not-secure,
and if you have a pool, they
could easily drown.

If your home has an at-
tic, it may be trapping in the
heat that you are spending a
lotofmouev for the,air con-
ditioner to combat. The prin-
cipal source of attic heat is
direct sunlight on the rood of
the property. This is radiated
heat and on a cloudy day,
there is an appreciable
amount that can be transmit-
ted to the rood. The solar heat
on the rood is then transmit-
ted through the rood material
and, iitturn, is radiated to the
attic floor or to the top sur-
face ofthe ceiling insulation.
The attic air in contact with
the underside of the roofand
top ofthe insulating material
also becomes heated.

Convectior! then allows
some circulation ofair so that
more and more ofthe attic air
are heated. Attick heat adds
to your <yr conditioning re-
quirements both in the size of
the unit needed and in oper-
ating costs. So, as you sit in
your living room with a bead
of sweat about to roll down
your forehead and drip onto
your last naira note, consider
incorporating some basic at-

tic ventilation measures to
help reduce your property
cooling costs.
Maintenance for your
property’s exterior
While you are in your

1.1/
distna‘to inimuttt wa aw ff

CHino-shi*-jdtnon n sn m tnclq

NV*

race and deck for damage.
You will also need to inspect
paint for signs of chipping or
peeling. Take a close look at
the floor of your terrace, as
well. If you do not, water
from, rainstorms will easily
fipd its way into these gaps
and cause the surface to risje
up in isolated spots, which
will create a costly problem.

Your roof is one of yo'nr
property’s' most vulnerable
spots. It |s critical that you
watch for signs of damage
because the cost of roof re-
pair can become astronomi-
cal depending upon the se-
verity of damage. The signs
of damage that' you .should
look for include cracks, miss-
ing shingles ifyour home has
a wooden shingle roof and
signs ofage like brittle shin-
gles, for example.

Ifyou notice any areas on
your roof that need repair,
call a professional, who will
not only repair the damage to
your roof caused by the wet
months, but help protect it
from the merciless hot
weather, as well. And re-
member to clear your roof
and gutters of ail branches,
leaves and other debris that
collects throughout the sea-
son.

Extremes of heat and
cold cause wood to expand
and contract, causing gaps to
appear between the door and
the frame. Call a professional
to repair the problem. Per-
forming any of these indoor

and outdoor maintenance
measures makes good sense
not only from the standpoint
of protecting your property
from these physical ele-
ments. You will also be pro-
tecting your investment by
preventing more costly prob-
lems.

Maintenance upgrades:
A better investment option

Like most privileges,
property ownership comes
with both joys and responsi-
bilities. In addition to the fi-
nancial bufden of mortage
payments, landlords’ associa-
tion KWesVpref)fctty ta xrfc&&fit

property SAriwW AW irthe
cirsts""Tp¥6fyertyrrnarnte-
nance and repairs.

These funds are not
money ill-spent because a
house is an asset and keep-
ing it attractive and in good
working order ispart and par-
cel of protecting the value of
that asset. Over a long period,
most properties appreciate in
value, but as well as a prop-
erty that’s in good condition.

Owning a property dif-
fers from renting in the
greatly expanded scope of
maintenance responsibilities.
Property maintenance is
more than just cleaning.
Components must be kept in
good working order.

Many routine mainten-
ance tasks can be organized
on an annual schedule that
serves as a reminder- and
helps the homeowner budget
time and money for mainte-
nance throughout the year. A
diligent maintenance pro-
gramme can eliminate many
Mg problemsbefbre-tH”y cie-

fib Wiiii33« iot Jud

pends on the style and age of
the house; Keep in mind that
a maintenance programme
should be designed to protect
the property against damage
from insects, animals,
weather and system failures,
such as leaky plumbing. The
last month of the first quar-
ter of the year is the time for
intensive lawn and garden

work. Other tasks include
checking and replacing air-
conditioning filters monthly,
checking air-conditioning
and heating equipment prior
to first use each year, clean-
ing the drainage system
semi-annually, inspecting
and possibly replacing wind-
ers and doors annually and
painting the interior and ex-
terior of the property as
needed.

Biggerjobs require an as-
sessment of whether the
property owner can do the
work personally or should
fiiffeiapfoperty-rep£8f prOfe's-
sfiM~-WheHW# kills and
tm "F&VfelMife'*roperty
c?MIk¥4 airstaffBfe reward-
ing.

The Owner not only saves
money, but also learns how'
the home is constructed.
Wealth of resources is avail-
able today for property
owner who are inclined to do
their own maintenance and
repairs.

THE COMPANIES AND ALLIED MATTERSACT 1990

INTHE MATTER OF THE WINDING UP OF THE

GATEWAY

INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED

(RC NO:7596)

IN THE MATTER OF THE INSURANCE ACT 2003

TRANSFER QF LIFE

INSURANCE BUSINESS

Notice is hereby given that The Gateway Insurance
Company Limited (In-Liquidation) intends to seek the
approval of the National Insurance Commission to
transfer the Life Insurance Business of the Company

to Standard Alliance Insurance Pic.

In accordance

with Section 30 (4) of the Insurance Act, 2003.

Dated this 17thday of February, 2006.

Signed:
Femi Atteh
Liquidator.
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ypes oi Accommo
T dation
There are several dif-
ferent types of accommodation
available in Abuja.

Detached house or bungalow
- a separate dwelling surrounded
by a walled garden. It provides
privacy, but also includes more
responsibility as the tenant is re-
sponsible for all upkeep in the
garden and most house repairs,
the main exception being struc-
tural repairs.

Apartment or duplex -joined
dwellings in which people share
access to the building with other
tenants. The cost of electricity,
generator and water is usually
included in the price of the rent.
Responsibility for the mainte-
nance ofthe dwelling and its sur-
roundings fallsmore on the land-
lord. However, tenants will have
less control as to the speed with
which repairs and payments are
made and, therefore, will be more
dependent upon the landlord.

Houses in a complex or Life
Camp. Some houses built by
companies in a complex may be
available for rent to people out-
side of the company on a space
available basis. The Shell com-
pound off Shehu Shagari in
Maitama is one example of such
a complex. The construction
company camps of Dantata and
Sawoe (German) and Bouygues
(French) are examples of some
of the Life Camps that some-
times rent to outside customers.
In the case of the Life Camps,
they cover the cost of electric-
ity, running water and repairs.

Most accommodations are
rented unfurnished. Unfurnished
in Nigeria means without genera-
tor, stoves, refrigerators, wash-
ers! dryers, cookers (ovens) or
.air-conditioners. Therefore, be

‘prepared to include the purchase

of those items in a housing
budget. In addition, renters are
normally required to pay two
years minimum rent in advance,
so be prepared to ta~e time and
find the best accommaodation. It
can take up to two months to
find the appropriate property.
Some options for hotels and
fully-serviced apartments during
the search are included in’the
“Getting Rest” section of this
book.

As in other parts of the
world, location plays a key role
in the cost of the real estate.
Houses and apartments in
Asokoro, Maitama (including
Ministers’ Hill) are usually the
most expensive followed by
Wouse and'Garki. A number of
“bedroom” communities have
developed around the outskirts
,of the city in communities such
as Gwarinpa, Mabushi, Jabi,
Kubwa, etc., to provide more af-
fordable housing for government
employees and some business
persons. Due to security con-
cerns, most foreigners live in
Maitama, Asokoro or Wuse.

House Hunting Tips

Check the Construction

Unfortunately, many of the
houses were put together quickly
using poor quality materials. It
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is wise to take someone who has
a basic knowledge of building
construction along when looking
ataccommaodation.

Check for Security Upgrades

AlthoughAbuja is arelatively
safe city as compared to Lagos,
it is wise to make sure the home
has basic security features. Such
features include:

. a strong metal gate with a
security peep hole.

.razor wire along the top of
the wall.

. grilled doors and windows
or metal doors with ‘strong locks
and additional security latches

General Tips

. Be sure that crime preven-
tion measures do not prevent an
easy and quick escape for your
family in case of fire.

If noise is an issue, avoid
houses near heavy traffic flows,
but, for security reasons, do not
select ahouse that is too isolated.
Get to know the neighbours. Se-
lect accommodation near neigh-
bours who also have good secu-
rity as they will likely keep an
eye on your property, as well.

Keep in mind that Abuja is
situated between the Equator and
the Tropic of Cancer, so all parts
of the house will receive strong
sunshine at some point during
the day. Therefore, facilities
forcooling (fans, air condition-
ers) are important. Fans are good
even if there is air conditioning
as power can often be too low to
run the air conditioning.

Make sure the doors and
windows close without a gap,
otherwise rain will enter during
the rainy season and dust during
the dry season.

Check the wood and the
lawn for termite infestation. Cer-
tain parts of Abuja have terrible
termite problems. Take a close
look at the doors and closets.

Test the water in each room
to make sure the hot water heat-
ers are working and the water is
indeed flowing. Some houses are
not hooked up to the city water
source and have their water de-
livered. Be sure to ask the land-
lord and the neighbours about the
reliability of the source. Even
houses that supposedly have re-
liable city water should have an
underground, ground< level,
tower @r rooftop water storage
tank to ensure water storage and
constant water flow.

Ifan apartment is preferred,
ask the neighbours about the con-
dition of the apartment and the
reliability of the landlord. Also,
make sure there are.enough rooms
for any domestic workers.

Make sure the previous ten-
ant of the house did not leave
any unpaid bills as you may be
held responsible for phone, elec-
tricity, water, etc. Ask for the
payment receipts in order to
prove past payment. It is also a
good idea to save the old pay-
ment slips to prove payment and
to pass them on to the next ten-
ant.

Ask about the presence and
the functioning of a generator.
Make sure it is clear who is re-
sponsible for the purchase, main-

Daily Trust

_A buja Property
Abuja on your

Nasir el-Rufai, FCT Minister

tenance and functioning of the
generator and fuel.

Check for a working tel-
ephone line. In some areas, the
telephone exchanges are full and
it is difficult to obtain a landline.

Occupancy Tax

In 2001, the Nigerian govern-
ment established a tenement rate
The primary liability for the tax
lies on the occupier, exceptin IT
tenant properties in which case
the owner is liable. Therefore, rer
ofsingle dwelling homes should
be prepared to receive a tenen
rate demand notice at their home.
The tax bill will be payable WI
21 days of receipt and must be
paid to: AMAC Tenement Rate
Account No. 091023912 Lion
Bank ofNigeria, Dambata Close,
Area 7, Garki.

Real Estate Agents

Most landlords will not rent
a property for less than two
years. Payment is required in full
(usually in cash) upon the sign-
ing of lease. The standard com-
mission for the real estate agent
1recommends the selected house
and assists in brokering a deal is
10% of the total rent. Before
looking at houses with an ag~en-
sure that the services to be pro-
vided are clear (who drives am
pays for taxis, helps negotiate a
price, etc.) It is not wise to use
many different real estate agents
to prevent problems caused when
two or more agents show th~
same house. If you were show
house by a previous agent, be
sure to tell the other agent ri away
so that he/she knows that the
commission might need to shared.

Refuse

House holds desiring rubbish
collection need to apply at the*

FCT Environmental Protec-
tion Office

(Comer of Moshood Abiola
Road and Ogun Street) Area 2,
Garki, Abuja

cost for a domestic house
with 4-5 bedrooms is approxi-
mately N 180,000/year. Someone
from the office will accompany
the ~nt to the site to verify its
size, rhe charge incfudes use of
the bins from their store. How-
ever, the customer must arrange
portation of the dust bins from
the Environmental Protection’s
It the zoo/plant nursery near Aso
Rock. The price and dust Il vary
for Embassies and businesses
according to the nature of the
business.

Refuse Collection

Refuse collectors will pick up
the dustbins approximately
once. Sometimes the day of the
week differs but they are fairly ~
in terms off frequency. Rubbish
bins need to be kept inan acces-
sible place. There is no require-
ment for sorting out pt types of
rubbish at the moment. Theft of
rubbish bins is frequent occur-
rence in the city, so that is not a
concern, er, there are a number
of persons who may sift through
the in search of useful items, so
customers leaving their bins |
their gate may occasionally find
them scattered. For this I, it .is
extremely important that finan-
cial and personal ~nts are shred-
ded and burned.

Some individuals may wish
to arrange for private refiise col-
lection,

Nurseries

There are a number of small
plant nurseries on the side of the
major roads in the city. For larger
selections, try:

Plant Nursery in the Na-
tional Children’s Park and Zoo

(Near Aso Rock, Off
Murtala Mohammed Express-
way North)

Tel: 09314-0475

Fumigation (Pest Control)

In some areas of Abuja, ter-
mites are a serious problem.
Ants, :ockroaches, mice and rats
can also be a major nuisance for
residents. Snakes can also come
visiting. BeJoware some pest
central services used by our read-
ers. Possible customers should
aware that the chemicals used by
pest control services here are of
regulated by the government and

may not meet European or il.8.
standards for health and safety.

Appliances

Appliances can also be pur-
chased from most supermarkets
and from the electronics market
near the General Hospital in
Wouse.

A tumble dryer is recom-
mended (if indoor space to dry
clothes is limited) as the rainy
season makes drying clothes out
of doors difficult also a signifi-
cant risk of Tumbu fly eggs be-
ing laid on outdoors. Tumbu fly
lava burrow under the skin and
comfortable to remove and Fur-
nishings (See Stocking-up for full
listings) several shops in town
that carry furniture and interior
;- Most ofthem deal in imported
furniture or furniture ly with
imported materials. In general,
the quality is rices are expensive.
Some shops specialize in custom
ture. Most supermarkets also
have furniture floors.

Craftsmen

Furniture craftsmen can be
seen selling their products the
on roadside. There are a number
of workshops along Obafemi
Awolowo Way specially near the
former Impresit Life Camp.

Post Offices

There are two General Post
Offices in town where stamps
can b purchased, letters and par-
cels can be sent, and a P.O. Box
can.b established. Customs serv-
ices operate only out ofthe Garki
Po: Office.

Garki Post Office

Area 10, Garki, Abuja

Eastern end of Olusegun
Obasanjo Way, where it meets
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wi! Moshood Abiola Road. This
was the first post office to be
opene and is the city’s main post
office.

Wuse Post,Office

Along Maputo Street, a few
hundred meters off Herbert
Macaula Way, Zone 5, Wuse,.
Abuja

The master plan calls for a
post office for each district and
post, agencies for all neighbour-
hoods. Other post offices are lo-.
cated i_Abaji, Kuje and
Gwagwalada towns.

Security Services

Most residents in Abuja have
security personnel at their gates, ¢
whether they are guards hired by
the residents themselves or pro- :
vided by a security company.'
Guard services provide their em-
ployees with basic security train-
ing and take care of providing -
reliefguards in case of sickness
and vacation. In reality, they
would probably not be effective 1
againMa gang ofarmed robbers.
Guards mostly serve as a deter- ¢
rent to keep criminals from se-
lecting your home as a target in
the first place. Some security
companies can provide added
protection like mobile patrols;
and panic buttons. Ask for de-
tails on services provided, the
length of the shift for the guards
and the breakdown of the
monthly charge (how much is
going to the guards versus over-
head for the company, uniform,
taxes, etc.). Ask neighbours and
friends for references to compa-
nies they use. A few companies
are listed below.

Culled from Around and
About Abuja

FOR SALE

GENERATORS

 RUSTON 1300 KVA

COMPRESSORS
« ATLASCAPCO 20-37CM/HR

TRANSFORMERS
e 7500 KVA - 33KV/11KV
5000 KVA 33KV/11KV

1250 KVA

Also

11 KV/440volts

WORKSHOP EQUIPMENTS

e C
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Correspondents’
chapel threatens
show down with

By Yusha'u Adamu Ibrahim,
| Correspondent, (Kano)

T he Kano State Chapter
of the Correspond
ents’ Chapel has

threatened a stop covering the

activities of the state govern-

ment if the executive fails to

address the recent spate of

threats to some of its mem-

bers by somebody alleged to

be an agent of the govern-
ment.

A statement from the
chapel, signed by its vice
chairman and secretary
Mallam Yakubu Musa and
Mallam Bashir Muhammed
Bashirrespectively and made
available to Kano Trust stated
that the allege agent sent
death threats to a journalist
two times.

The alleged agent is said
to take it upon himselfby vi-

tuperative attacks against
perceived enemies of the
Shekarau administration. He
was said to have recently fea-
tured in a local radio in the
state where he was said to
have issued the warning to
thejournalist for his criticisms
of the state government.

“Our fears that (his) utter-

ance may have had official
backing ofthe state were con-
firmed by the nonchalant at-
litude of the state commis-
sioner for Information, Dr.

Tijjani Muhammed Naniya,

when the issue was brought

to his attention by the Corre-
spondent’s Chapel,” the
statement further stated.

The Correspondents’
Chapel therefore reminds the
state governor, Mallam
Ibrahim Shekarau of his

Jjvow ed commitment to safe-
guard the freedom of speech
and expression in the state.

“Thus the Kano Corre-
spondents’ Chapel will hence-
forth hold the state govern-
mentresponsible forany harm
that befalls any member ofthe
chapel” said the statement.

- The statement noted that

it is unfortunate that working

journalists in Kano are in-
creasingly becoming target of
threats and intimidation by al-
leged agents of government.

“Governor Shekarau has
categorically stated at vari-
ous occasions that he wel-
comes any meaningful criti-
cism, so why are his agents
desperate to eliminate who-
:ver criticises the govern-
i>ent,” noted the statement.
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Governor Shekarau flanked by the commissioner of Education, Hajiya Balaraba Bello Maitama (centre), and the district head o f Fagge (Kachallan Kano) (left), during
a visit to Simaral Quran Islamiya School in Fage...recently

Census Kano well sensitised -NPC

he federal commis
sioner ofthe National
Popular Commission
in charge of Kano State, Dr.
Duro Famujoro, has described
the commission’s
sensitisation level towards

| By Aliyu Saleh Machika, j
[ Correspondent, (Kano) |

the upcoming 2006 national
headcount as one of the best
in the country.

Speaking to our corre-

spondent, Dr. Famujoro said
from the tour he had and what
he saw and heard, both the
elite and those at the grass-
roots are well aware on the
forthcoming headcount. He
added that people in the state

KHA says it won’t support
> re-HIV test for couples

TT T ano State House of
Assembly has de
A Jka:lared that it won’t
pass into law any proposal
that will impose HIV/AIDS
test for couples intending to
many.

The speaker ofthe assem-
bly, Alhaji Balarabe Sa’idu
Gani, made the disclosure at
the closing ceremony of a 3-
day First International Advo-
cacy training workshop held
at Tahir Guest Palace recently.

Balarabe Sa’idu Gani
maintained that an Islamic in-
junction has already enabled
couples to first understand
themselves before marriage
therefore discarding the need

By Ahmed Abubakar,
Correspondent, (Kano)
for any pre-test before mar-

riage.

Gani said the assembly
will not support any position
on imposing pre-marital test
but would rather back plans
for more awareness and edu-
cation on the dangers of pre-
marital sex.

The speaker explained
that the assembly has passed
several health resolutions
considering the importance of
the sector. He added that a lot
of resources have been com-
mitted to the sector in the
2006 fiscal year in order to en-
sure availability of health fa-

cilities as well as adequate at-
tention to ailing patients.

In his remark, an Islamic
scholar in the state, Sheikh
Ibrahim Khalil, advised cou-
ples to seek each others con-
sent before marriage so as to
avoid hitches in their marital
lives.

Sheikh Khalil however
suggests to the assembly and
the state government to pro-
vide a forum of discussion
where learned ulamas in and
outside the state could come
in and have discuss with peo-
ple who may be in doubt of
anything in order to minimise
immoral behaviours across
the country.

are really aware and have
shown interest to fully partici-
pate in the exercise.

According to him, the
state government and the
emirate council have done so
much in the area of
sensitisation and awareness
campaign saying based on all
these efforts on ground, “I
believed this coming census
is not going to be what we
used to have in the previous
ones, but a better exercise in
its entirety that would yield
the anticipated outcomes for
the benefit of state and the
nation as a whole.”

Also speaking on the just
concluded North-western
states training of the trainers
in Kano, Dr. Famujoro said the
training seeks to explore
facilitators who are ofproven
integrity and with adequate
academic sound in order to
avoid making similar mistakes
that happened during the trial
census which he said was due
to low level of education of
the facilitators and enumera-
tors.

The commissioner also
added that all the necessary
equipment that would ensure
the success of the exercise
has been provided. Said he:
“I believed all things are okay
and the people are ready. We
are therefore looking forward
to a successful conduct ofthe
exercise.”

He thanked the people of
Kano for the enthusiasm and
willingness they are showing
towards the exercise. He fur-
ther solicited for more coop-
eration with the enumerators
and other coordinators dur-
ing the exercise.



T y Ihe Lagos State govern-

ment through its Com-

A mittee on the Rehabili-

; tatipn of Public Schools has

expended over N lbillion on

the refurbishment of dilapi-

date&schools within the past
;one year in the state.

Speaking with our corre-

| spondent, the committee

Chairman. Dele Onabokun,

disclosed of plans to inject

additional N850million for re-

Stories by Olumidc

: Bajulaive, Correspondent, [
Lagos

pairs and for provision of
educational facilities in this
fiscal year. He spoke at the
foundation laying ceremony
of the Alakuko Community
Junior Secondary School in
the ljaiye/Ojokoro Local Gov-
ernment Development Area of
the state.

The school occupying a

...Issues 7-day ultimatum to

he Lagos State gov-
ernment has given
seven days ultimatum

along the highways, espe-
cially the Lagos-lkorodu road.
The commissioner ex-

to street traders and hawléasned that a week ultimatum

to clear offthe lkorodu Road,
or risk being prosecuted.

The State Commissioner
for Environment, Tunji Bello,
who gave the warning, de-
clared that street traders and
hawkers yfdong Presidential
routes: at the expiration ofthe
ultimatum would be arrested
aryd prosecuted.

* According to the commis-
sioner, the state government
viewed those transacting
business at unauthorized
places as saboteurs as gov-
ernment had committed so
much resources to the beau-
tification ofthe environment.

He decried indiscriminate
dumping ofrefuse and block-
age of drainage channels as
well as the construction of il-
legal structures and kiosks

was enough for all categories
of illegal traders to look for
alternative places in markets
in order not to hinder their
businesses.

He regretted that despite
ban on street trading within
the metropolis, traders and
hawkers continued their busi-
ness on daily basis at Ojota,
Onipanu, Anthony,
Obanikoro and other Presi-
dential routes while illegal
structures and shanties lit-
tered everywhere to under-
mine the beautification exer-
cise of the government.

The commissioner in-
formed that all necessary
agencies in the enforcement
of environmental law's have
been directed to arrest and
prosecute anyone that con-

Top piusicians to join
AD guber campaign

Ihere are indications

that some top Nige-

rian artistes, includ-
ingBfuji maestro, King Wasiu
Ayinde Marshal (KWAMI)
[have been contacted to join
the campaign team ofan Alli-
ance for Democracy (AD)
I governorship aspirant in La-
gos and the state commis-
sioner for Rural Development,
Dr. TolaKasali.

Sources close to Kasali’s
campaign group tagged
“Team Lagos” disclosed that

i discussions with the artistes,
especially Wasiu have gone

| far, and that to buttress his
commitment KWAMIrnay
release a music album any

| moment from now to boost
Kasali’s credentials and popu-
larity.

Besides 'Wasiu, other
artistes on the list include
Wasiuy Alabi Pasuma and
ghetto music star, Daddy
Show key.

The decision to bring in
the music stars into the aspir-
ant’s campaign agenda is to
be able to get awide range of
some target audience to sup-
port his candidacy ahead of

| the 2007 governorship elec-
s tion in the state.

It was also learnt that re-
I sponses from musicians al-

ready contacted to work for
Team Lagos have been very
positive.

According to a source in
Team Lagos, Kasali, a former
local government chairman
has been enjoying wide ac-
ceptability by groups across
board since he indicated in-
terest in succeeding his boss,
Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu
and the rising profile needs
to be maintained by reaching
out to music lovers through,
their favourite artistes’.

Apart from making moves
to seek the support of top
musicians, it was learnt that
Kasali has been busy of late
putting finishing touches to
his economic blue print.

When contacted on this,
the aspirants stated-that he is
not only a staunch believer
in the policies of the Tinubu
administration, but equally an
active member ofthe system,
adding that all, whatever eco-
nomic or political has to be
tied to the great achievements
and successes of Asiwaju
Tinubu.’

It was gathered that the
committee working on the
blueprint is headed by a pro-
fessor ofeconomics and sup-
ported by other bright tech-
nocrats.

0.5 acres of land is expected
to gulp N100 million and it
would have 21 large class-
rooms, laboratory' facilities for
sciences, home economics
and introduction to technol-
ogy, offices and public con-
veniences.

According to him, about
752 seats and desks would be
provided by the government
for the first set of 1000 pupils
expected to resume at the

street traders

travenes the law.

He warned illegal traders
along Ikorodu road to shun
any act capable of sabotag-
ing government efforts.

school beginning from the
nextacademic session in Sep-
tember.

He assured that the
project would be completed
within six months, even as he
claimed that the contractor
handling the project had been
mobilized to the tune of70 per
cent of the total project cost.

Onabokun described the
Alakuko Community School
project as a turning point in
the provision of educational
facilities by the committee,
which he noted had concen-
trated on the rehabilitation in
the Phase 1, Phase 11 A and
Phasg 11B across the state.

This (Alajuko) is the first

community that would benefit
from the committee, since it
swung into action more than
a year ago.

He said that the establish-
ment ofthe school in the com-
munity would not only allevi-
ate the plight of pupils who
trek several kilometers away
from their domain to have ac-
cess to education, but also
shore up the socio-economic
lives of residents.

Governor Bola Tinubu
represented by the Educa-
tional Commissioner, Dr.
Olakunle Lawal, informed that
admission of'pupils into Jun-
ior Secondary School One
(JSS 1) in the school would

Hr

Muslim students protesting against Danish products in Nigeria, Lagos...recently

have been concluded by Au-
gustahead ofthe commence-
ment of a new academic ses-
sion in September.

The commissioner dis-
closed that plans are afoot by
the state government to ex-
tend the gesture to other ar-
eas, especially, where such
educational facilities are lack-
ing.

He urged-residents to take
keen interest in the project
and guard against the van-

dalization ofthe edifice after :

completion, pointing out that
only such interest could spur
the government to provide
more-social amenities in their
domain.
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Consumers seek soldiers in Lagos power stations

m  Sollowing incessant at
1-4 tack on officials of the
Power Holdings Com-
pany of Nigeria in Lagos by
street urchins. Association of
Power Consumers in Lagos
Island has called on the fed-
eral government to assign
soldiers to mount security at
energy installations at the
metropolis.

The association ex-
plained that, at least two sol-
diers should be sent to each
undertaken offices on the Is-
land to provide security for
the officials and equipments
ofPHCN.

Reacting to the last Sat-
urday attack on officials of
PHCN from Idumagbo office,
where three men were
lynched, stabbed and robbed
of their personal belongings
like money and handsets by
area boys at Oja-Oba market,
Isale-Eko, members ofthe as-
sociation who were on soli-

darity visit to ldumagbo of-
fice to sympathize with the
victims were optimistic that
only the presence of armed
soldiers can curb the inces-
sant attack.

Prior to the Saturday at-
tack, similar cases have oc-
curred last year and reported
at Adeniji-Adele Police Sta-
tion where staffof PHCN were
either stabbed or macheted by
the miscreants at Isale
gangan, Obadina and other
areas at the metropolis.

It was also gathered that
area bbys have constantly
cut and stole away PHCN ca-
ble along the 3rd Mainland
Bridge, while same miscreants
again demanded for money
from PHCN officials who
went to the place to replace
the stolen cable.

The spokesman of the
disturbed association, Mr.
Adamson ldowu, told our
correspondent that if Presi-

dent Olusegun Obasajo wants
to achieve success on the ef-
forts to make power outage a
thing of the past, “He should
direct the GOC of 81 Division
of the Nigerian Army, Lagos

to assign some soldiers to.

PHCN offices on the Island.

He emphasized that the
un-relented efforts of
Obasanjo has not be felt on
the Lagos Island because of
the notorious activities of the
miscreants who also forcefully
extort money from PHCN offi-
cials that went out to rectify
faults.

It would be recalled that
during late General Sani
Abacha regime when similar
problem occurred, soldiers
were assigned to each de-
funct NEPA (now PHCN) in-
stallations in Lagos and other
parts of the country where
similar problem are been ex-
perienced and the gesture
stopped the vandalisation

and attack of staff on duty.
According to Mr. I"grwu,
such decision would also as-
sist the PHCN to tackle ille-
gal connection by saboteurs
who tampered with poles, sell
the energy to people, and
made a lot of money into their
pockets to the detriment ofthe
government. Meanwhile,
some communities on the Is-
land, especially Isale gangan
area where two staffofPHCN
from ldumagbo were
macheted last week have writ-
ten undertaken as agreement
with PHCN that all illegal con-
nection must be removed,
that community where the
officials were aUacked will be
held responsible, that all out-
standing debt be collected
before reconnecting the debt-
ors and the safety ofthe offi-
cials on duty day and night
with the involvement of the
association guaranteed.

1
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ZENITH BANK PLC

Offer for subscription

3,000,000,000

Ordinary Shares Of 50k Each At N16.9Q Share

Application farms are available at:
e AH branches of ZENITH BANK PLC
m Other Banks and Stockbroking firms nationwide

Please read the prospectus and consuM your stockbroker, accountant, banker,
softcitor or any other professional adviser for guidance before subscribing.

JOINT ISSUING HOUSES

ihnith secuames A IBTTC CHARTERED RANK PLC
m-

S-m 1

jm m af
mW

i.ifn Yatir Best Interest

OFFER OPENED MONDAY FEBRUARY 6, 2006 m OFFER CLOSES MONDAY MARCH 6. 200

1Hqg Prdspectu icl Aptjffostion f~ofrTi$ c£trf /)0 dovvfj/oric/Gd frtsfn w Bok. cOTfi or *wtV.i3tc coiri W
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OFFEfe HOTUI# | 234-1-27l1d«*12 - 9: Fax: 234-1-2710613, 27*0617



BRIEF OVERVIEW

Crusader Pensions.Limited, one of the key Pension Fund Administrators (PFA) licensed by the National Pension Commission
has commenced full operations in Nigerid.

Crusader Pensions was incorporated in 2004 as ajoint venture among Crusader insurance (Nig) PJc., a composite insurance *
company that has been involved in Life and Pension business for about fitly years; Lead Securities and Investment Limited, one
of the highest capitalised securities trading companies in Nigeria with expertise in financial advisory, corporate finance, assets
management, and stockbroking; WSTC Financial Services Limited, a financial institution with experience in stockbrokerage, »
trade finance, financial analysis, and equipment leasing; Ideal insurance Brokers Limited, a foremost indigenous insurance
company in Nigeria and Crusader Trustees Limited,

Therefore, Crusader Pensions Limited brings to the marketthe cumulative experience of its promoters in investments, pension
management and administration, Jt is pertinent to note that Crusader Insurance (Nigeria) Pic. managed about N4 billion pension—
assets before the new act”id**""botiJ- 3Q0 CQrpprate s|lihemes.’

With a tradition rooliS™m pen™OTTOrnagemeHrand Wrrmistrauon, Crusader PensioW Is fufty aware that customers’ savings is
the bedrock of security and comfort in retirement Thus, how and where our customers* savings is invested is crucial to their future

welfare. This fed to the choice of First Custodian Limited (a subsidiary of First Bank of Nigeria Pic, as our pension funds
custodian.

OUR SERVICES

With First Custodian Limited (c. subsidiary of First Bank Nigeria PLC), as our pension funds custodian, Crusader Pensions offer:, -
the following services:

“Management of Individual Retirement Savings Account (RSA)
~“Management of Additional Voluntary Contribution (AVC) -Individual or Corporate Mandated.
~ Management of PENCOM -Approved Closed Occupational Pensions Schemes

The Crusader Pensions Advantage is hinged on the understanding of the law of compounding in investment by offering free
counseling services to customers in determining the level of savings that will approximate the desired income or lifestyle in

\ retirement. Crusader Pensions takes great pain to grow our customers' savings without risk in a diversified portfolio, noting th_
need to beat inflation. -

OUR PEOPLE

The Board of Directors and Management of Crusader Pensions Limited are made up of seasoned pioi'‘essionals with extens,
experience in Pension Administration, Actuarial Practices, Investment Management, and

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Olutoia Mobolurin (C**?-'nan), Ad*wale Raji (*&D * AHd: ya Oyelami (Director), Suraj Balarabe Yakubu (D, ...

MANAGEMENT TEAM

From left standing:

Gbenga Ajtboia (Head-of I.T), Beulah rkpe (Head of Com.
Michael Oyebola (Head of Investments), Inyang Sami-Orunyl
(Head of Marketing), and Najeem Adekunle (Head of Internal Cm

From left sitting: #
Omolara Sangowawa (Head of Finance & Administration),
Adewafe Raji (MD & CEO), and Niyi Karunwi (Head of Operations)
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Kaduna International Trade Fair.

Theme: Consolidating The Impact of Reforms in
Commerce, Industry and Agriculture.

Date: 17th February - 26th February 2006.

Venue:
* Kaduna International Trade & investment Centre.

Kaduna - Zarta Road, Kaduna.

Get one FREE Step into our stand and youll discover a world

bottle of Coca-Cola . : : , |
with every N 1000 of exciting services and gifts that are sure to thrill you!
Coca-Cola branded

recharge card. Bonus offer:

m Win lots and lots of exciting prizes "V
through a lucky dip. \ O\
W=£ -
mobile

It's all about you.
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Minister o fIntergovernmental Affairs, Youth Developmentand Special Duties, Colonel Musa Muhammed (rtd.), observes
the high walls o fthe Obosi erosion sitefrom a deep gully in Anamhra State ...recently.

Third tern; Obasanjo urged to step down

resident Olusegun
Obasanjo has been

P urged to shun politi-

cians who want him to con-

tinue in 2007.

The advice was contained
in a press statement made
available to journalists in

Mass sack:
FGclanfiesposition

T he federal government
Es debunked report to
ck about 160,000 offic-
lers in the public service across
the country, saying that the
‘total number of officers to be
|affected by the right-sizing ex-
lercise in the civil service is
33,646. — .
J In a two-page statement
;made available to Daily Trust
\and signed by the Director Gen-
;eral, Bureau of Public Service
IReforms, Dr. Goke Adegoroye,
|said “based on the list collated
land screened by the Public
1Service Reform Implementation
Committee, under the chair-
Imanship of the Head of Civil
|Service of the Federation, is
|33,646.

“For the avoidance o fdoubt,

the total staff strength of the
(mainstream civil service is
about 160,000,” the statement
said, adding, “therefore, the
Inumber of officers to be af-
fected couldn’t be 160,000 in
this regard, as that would mean
abolition of the entire Federal
Civil Service.” '
. Dr. Adegoroye said the re-
ports by the committee concen-
trated mainly from the input
collated fromthe ministries and
agencies based on the criteria
of appointment without
authorisation, disciplinary
cases, entry into cadres with-
out appropriate qualifications,
medically unfit officers, offic-
ers that have failed promotion
three times and officers that
failed to acquire mandatory
skills.

Others are monetised/out-

{ By Hamisu Muhammad,
Business Reporter

sourced/abolished cadres, in-
efficiency/unsatisfactory char-
acter, voluntary retirement.

Accordingto him, the Steer-
ing Committee on Reform
(SCR) has also, in line with
presidential approval, directed
that public service reforms
should move to the parastatals,
but the process will begin after
the guidelines for reforming
parastatals and agencies,
which the public service reform
team is currently finalising.

He said already, the team
submitted its reports to the
Federal Executive Council
(FEC), “and duly approved by
the council.”

He explained that the main
aim ofthe ongoing reform is to
reposition the public service to
work more efficiently and effec-
tively for the people.

“The critical issues are re-
professionalisation, restructur-
ing, training and retraining, re-
tooling and re-invigoration of
the service through injection of
bright, young, skilled, and re-
form-minded graduates of our
universities and polytechnics.”

The bureau’s director gen-
eral said the right-sizing aspect
of the ongoing public service
reformis not based on any pre-
determined number, adding that
the bureau wishes to assure
Nigerians that the exercise will
be carried out transparently and
in observance of die due pro-
cess.

Abuja, yesterday, by the Vice
Chairman of Kaduna Pro-
gressive Coalition (KPC),
Alhaji AbdulFatah A.
Murtala.

Alhaji Murtala observed
that the third term contro-
versy is already generating
tension in the polity as ac-
cording to him, “majority of
Nigerians are divided on the
issue.”

He said President
Obasanjo should step down
in 2007 in order to earn re-
spect from Nigerians.

Alhaji Murtala in the state-
ment advices Obasanjo to
“as a matter of principle and
fear of God retire to Otta farm
in accordance with the ad-
vice given by his son, Mr.
Gbenga, in an interview re-
cently.

“That God in His infinite
mercies delivered him from
the hands of General Sani
Abacha and he rose from
prison to the presidency is
enough to thank God for,”
the stalwart said.

He said in 1979, the presi-
dent pledged to handover
power to civilian, which he
did and now that he has
ruled for two terms, he

President Olusegun Obasanjo

should give God the glory.

Alhaji Murtala said Presi-
dent Obasanjo should emu-
late President Thabo Mbeki
of South Africa that has out-
rightly rejected the call for
third term in his country.

“Almighty Allah has given
you everything a man needs
in this world, retire now and
go enjoy your well-deserved
honour,” Murtala further
counselled.
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UniAbuja, ABU to hold
students-legislators

le University of Abuja

T ? in conjunction with

A Ahmadu Bello Univer-

sity (ABU), Zaria, is to hold a

students-legislators forum to

expose students to the intrica-
cies oflaw making.

A statementby the chairman,
University Lectures Series, Dr.
Kabir Mato, o fthe Department
ofPolitical Science, University
ofAbuja, indicated that the ac-
tivities will enable the univer-
sity community appreciate the
responsibilities o f lawmakers.

Dr. Mato said in the past, the
legislative arm of government
is believed by Nigerians to be
hostile and overbearing,on the
executive.

“Nigerians did not under-
stand that the role o fa member
of the House of Representa-
tives is more important than
that of ministers and the gov-
ernment put together, because
he or she underwent electoral
process, was voted forand won
to represent his constituency,
while a minister is somebody
that can be picked from any-
where by the President.

“Therefore, we thought that
it is really very important to
move the legislators to the uni-
versity campus, so that the stu-
dents and the university com-
munity in general can appreci-
ate the necessity and the sig-
nificance ofthe legislative arm
in any democratic governance,”
he added.

He further said that the fo-
rum, which will be a monthly
interactive session will be an
avenue for legislators to talk on
their roles and enable students
to ask questions. The frost ses-

FG Inaugurates
board of NIPSS

Jhe federal government
T has inaugurated the new
board o fthe National In-
stitution for Policy and Strate-
gic Studies (NIPSS), Kuru, Jos.
A news release from the
Presidency, signed by the Di-
rector, Press, Office ofthe Sec-
retaryto the Governmentofthe
Federation (SGF), Mr. Eric
Teniolaover the weekend indi-
cated that the 10-man board is
headed by Professor Dakum
Shown and include. Professor
AkinAkindoyemi, General A.O.
Ogomudia, Abdullahi Aliyu,
Alhaji Lili Gabari, Professor
Musa Yadudu, Alhaji Dayibu
Garga, Mrs. Tomi Soboyejo,
ChiefOlisa Metu and Kio Clem-
ent Bestman.

In his inaugural speech, the
SGF, ChiefUfot Ekaette, charged
the new members of the insti-
tute to achieve the highest level
of performance, transparency
and accountability, avoid con-
flictwith the management inthe
performance of their functions
and responsibilities, and to
work towards the objectives for
which the institute was estab-
lished, which isto serveashigh
level centre of reflection, re-
search and dialogue.

Chief Ekaette further said

By Mustafa Abubakar

that as board members, they
were part-time appointment and
are not expected to assume full-
time and executive functions
which are the responsibilities
of the chief executive and not
to interfere in the day-to-day
running o f the institute.

He, however, warned that
they should only provide
policy guidelines and abide by
the public service rules, finan-
cial regulations and extant
circulars in the performance of
their functions and implore
them to create and maintain an
atmosphere of mutual respect,
trust and confidence so that all
can be seen working as ateam,
united in achieving the institu-
tional goals and objectives.

Responding on behalfofthe
members, the chairman, Chief
Dakum Shown, thanked the
President, Chief Olusegun
Obasanjo, for giving them the
privilege to serve the country
and promised not to let the
government down. He added
that his members were very
conversant with the federal
government reform and stres-
sed that they would work close-
ly with management of the in-
stitute.

forum

By Mustafa Abubakar,
Abuja
sion holdson February27,2006,
with the topic “Senators anr?
the University ofAbuja: Sena-*
tors talk to the students to be
delivered by Senator Jonathan
Zwingina and the Minister of
Solid Minerals, Mrs. Oby
Ezekwesili, who will speak on
the topic: “Public Policy and
the Issue of Reforms in the
Government, while on Febru-
ary 28,2006, the governorsof
Nasarawaand Kebbi States will
speak on the topic: “Leadership
and followership.”

Bird flu
corfinrmed
IN Katsing,

Zamfara

By Joe Oroye

e outbreak ofbird flu
has been confirmed in
Katsina and Zamfara

States by the federal govern-
ment.
Briefing journalists in

Abuja yesterday, the Minis—wr"

ter of Information and Orien-
tation, Mr. Frank Nweke Jnr.,
said the Presidential Commit-
tee on the Prevention and
Management of the Bird Flu
confirmed the spread of the
virus to the two states.

The committee, Mr. Nweke
revealed, has already directed
the immediate slaughter ofall
infected birds in the affected’
farms.

Other states visited by the
presidential surveillance
teams he stated are, Abia,
Edo, Rivers, Niger, Sokoto,
Anambra and Nasarawa,
where samples from poultry
birds in these states have
tested negative to the flu vi-
rus. ,

“Extensive diagnostic tests
have been conducted arid are
ongoing amongst poultry
workers nationwide,*and
date no human cases have
been recorded in Nigeria,” he
said.

Government, the minister
stated, has taken delivery of
the drug - currently used in
the treatment of the virus
amongst humans.

He explained that though
scientific evidence puts the
rate ofhuman infection as low,
extracare is strongly advised
amongst poultry workers
through the minimisation of
contact with infected and
dead birds and the use of ap-
propriate protective gear.

The Presidential Commit-
tee, he reveafed, will com-
mence payment o fcompensa-
tion to affected poultry farm-
ers. »



Sale ofhandouts,
cultism worry
UniAbujaVC

ice Chancellor of the

University of Abuja,

Professor Nuhu 0.
Yaqub, has expressed grave
concern over the persistent
sale of handouts and other
study materials by lecturers
to students in the university.
He therefore, charged
students to report lecturers

Igalaplas
lboyoott of

asas

By Abubakar Ibrahim

mbers of the Igala
ation have drawn
p plans to boycott

he National Popu:l

Census billed for March.

The lgalasf- are also
planning a million man march
to protest the conduct of the
census.

According te apress rele-
ase issued by the president-
general of the Igala Youths
CourTcil of Nigeria, Akwu
bmar Goodman, the million
man protest would assemble
delegates from the nine local
government areas of the
South East Senatorial district
of Kogi State.

The five-kilometres
ession will commence Ir|ffh
Alo to Itobe in Ofu Tdcal
government council of Kogi
State.

“""The final pronouncement
on the census boycott shall
be made via an address of a
world press*conference kno-
wn#s the Itobe Declaration.

“A copy of the declar-
ation shall be forwarded to
the state governor for
onward delivery to Qur dear
President,” he said.

The essence of the march
and the boycott is to oppose
what he called the sudden
“demographic miracle for the
simple reason of power shift
w>rere a nation that const-
ituted 54 per cent of the
population of Kogi State is
reduced to 46 per cent
overnight, while others who
form 46 per cent are
skyrocketed to 54 per cent
even when no genuine' basis
exist to support the statistics.

Goodman wondered why
the Igala nation which has
consistent " polygamous
culture and high birth-rate
and has never experienced
any “Tsunami” could be so
depleted by 10.7 per cent in
advance at the Enumeration
Area Demarcation exercise
before the real census takes
place.

“Power can only shift via
dialogue without rigging the
census or carrying arms,” he
said. /

By Uthman Abubakar,
Senior Reporter

coercing them to buy such
materials from them to the
university authorities for
disciplinary action.

He also expressed con-
cern over the growing occur-
rence of cultism among
students in the university,
lamenting that the vice had
robbed .the university of the
peace and harmony for which
it had been known since its
foundation.

Professor Yaqub spoke at
the matriculation of 2200
fresh students into the univ-

| ersity when he described the
| sale and purchase of such
Iete}r?]ing materials as “poten-
|al?y dangerous, “I mustwarn
i that suqji transaction is illegal
and students are advised to
report immediately to the
authorities any tendencies
| by their lecturers to coerce or
| threaten them into purch-
asing any. form of prepared
lectures.” *'m

He assured students of
the adequate provision of
learning materials, saying,
“the university management
is aware ofthe dearth ofsome
learning materials such as
textbooks and has made
efforts, of recent, through
direct purchases and solici-
tation of donations by donor
agencies, to improve on the
situation with considerable
success.”

Professor Yaqub also
said that recently the univ-
ersity library was succe-
ssfully registered to access
contents ofjournals online to
ensure the availability of
learning and teaching mate-
rials to both students and
staff.

Speaking on cultist activ-
ities, the Vice Chancellor said
“Until a few years ago, this
university was completely
free of such evil acts. Now
reports have confirmed the
occurrence, though few and
far between, of the dastardly
activities of student cultists,”
announcing that  the
university had taken decisive
action against known cult
members.

He charged the students
to rise against the cultist
gangs by cooperating with
the university to stamp out
the menace, warning, that
“those who keep quiet and
docile in the face of such
threat to peace and trang-
uility ofany community such
as the university, will inva-
riably be consumed by the
consequences of their
action.”
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The Chieflmam Medina Baye Mosque Kaolack, Senegal, Sheikh Hassan Ali Cisse, left, with Sheikh Usman Dahiru
Bauchi, during the commissioning ceremony o fDoka central mosque, Kano road, Kaduna ...recently. Pix: Shehu K. Goro.

swears In New exco

asarawa State Gove-
rnor, Alhaji AbdullSfhi
Adamu, has called fbr

tration will not foreclose the
commencement of new
projects, butwill only embark

transparent and absodatdhose which are most

loyalty from the members of
the newly constituted state
executive council.

The governor, who also
warned the new state exec-
utive council members aga-
inst corruption, made the call
at the swearing-in ceremony
held at the Ibrahim Abacha
Youth Centre, Lafia.

“You are duty bound to
reciprocate the trust and
confidence I have reposed on
you, by ensuring that your
actions are not at variance
with the aspirations of this
administration,” the gov-
ernor said.

He reminded the new
council members that they
should at all times remember
that the executive council is
a team and whatever they do
will affect the destiny and
fortunes of other members of
the team.

The governor also
pointed out that the primary
target of the administration in
the next few months will be
the completion of ongoing
projects.

“We do not intend to
leave any uncompleted proj-
ects for the succeeding
administration.

“Part of your challenges
in office will be to deploy little
resources to maximum effect
especially in the completion
ofongoing projects,” Gover-
nor Adamu added.

He said the adminis-

compelling before the expir-
ation of its tenure.

Responding on behalfof
his colleagues, Dr. Ahmed
Mohammed, the Commi-
ssioner of Health, thanked
Governor Adamu for cho-
osing them to serve the peo-
ple of Nasarawa state, prom-
ising not to disappoint him.

Six out of nine former
commissioners retained their
portfolios, while three were
moved to new ministries.

Among those who retai-
ned their portfolio are Mr.
Suleiman Adokwe, Commis-
sioner for Information and
Internal Affairs; Mr. Baba
Yakubu Gwefwi, Ministry for
Works and Transport; Alhaji
Mohammed Kabir, Ministry
for Finance; Mr. Silas Agara,
Ministry for Youth and
Sports; Hajiya Aishatu R.
Ibrahim, Ministry for Agric-
ulture and Natural Resources
and Dr. Ahmed Mohammed,
Ministry for Health.

Those Moved to New
Ministries Are Alhaji Shuaibu
Abdullahi Kore, Ministry for
Local Government and Chie-
ftaincy Affairs; Mr. BalaAn-
gbazo, Ministry for Comm-
erce and Industry and Alhaji
Bagudu Usman, Ministry for
Education.

The new commissioners
are Hajiya Lantana Ahmed,
Ministry for Culture and
Tourism; Mr. Patrick Nguepe,
Ministry for Water Reso-

urces and Rural Deve-
lopment; Mr. Musa Hussaini,
Ministry for Justice; Mr.
Dogara lgube, Ministry for
Budget and Economic Plan-
ning; Alhaji Hamza Elayo
Mohammed, Ministry for
Urban Development and Mr.
Bulus Gambo Atara, Ministry
for Lands and Survey.
Others are Mrs Charity
Abule, Ministry for Women

Affairs and Social Develo-
pment; Mr. Joshua Barai,
Ministry for Housing while
Alhaji Sule Koku is in charge
of the Ministry for Coope-
ratives.

Similarly the governor
has approved the appoin-
tment of Alhaji Musa Liman
as Senior Special Assistant
on Chieftaincy Affairs and
Traditional Matters.

Akwa lbom to spend
additional N3bn on rural dev.

he government of
Akwa lbom State has
earmarked N3 billion

I From Edet Ekanem, Uyo \

their domains.

in the 2006 budget for theReacting to the complains

development of rural areas in
the state.

The state Commissioner
for Finance, Mr. Umana Okon
Umana, said this yesterday in
an interview.

The commissioner said
the decision to invest the
amount in the provision of
more infrastructure at the
grassroot was based on the
fact that a good number of
communities in the state have
not benefited from the inter-
ministerial direct labour
projects currently commi-
ssioned throughout the
state.

Mr. Umana who is also
chairman, Direct Labour
Coordinating Committee,
reiterated government’s
commitment to bring about
socio-economic transfor-
mation at the grassroot
especially to those who
complained of neglect and
execution of shoddy jobs in

by youths of Ikot Okoro Oruk
Anam local government area
that he only general hospital
there has suffered neglect
and poor maintenance; the
commissioner assured that
the state government would
do everything possible to link
the hospital to national grid.

He assured the people of
government’s sincerity on
the provision of infrastr-
ucture and modem facilities
in all general hospitals in the
state.

Meanwhile, not less than
76 projects have so far been
commissioned by the state
governor, Obong Victor
Attah, in 19 local government
areas of the state beginning
from Friday, .20" January,
2006. About 11 local gover-
nment areas are anxiously
waiting for their projects to
be commissioned before
March 13,2006.

j
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INnside Politics
Zonal hearings are unconstitutional

Frontline politician ofthe Second Repub-
lic and founding member of the PDP,
Alhaji Isyaku Ibrahim comments on the
public hearings kicking off today and
concludes that itgoes counter course with
the Nigerian constitution. He said that
what the Mantu constitution seeks to do
iIs change the constitution altogether and
not to make reasonable amendments. He
also took on the Obasanjo administration
dubbing it as the most corrupt in the his-
tory ofNigeria. He spoke to Political Edi-
tor, Emmanuel Bello. Excepts:-

hezonal hearings on the

constitution has been_

everyone is chanting zones,
zones! How do we behave like

slatedfor the 22rdofttys ™ illiterates? We should ask simple S re-
month. Whatareyour thoughts » questions like.is it recognize8asititution has been there for

or™he exercise?

1 will say upfront that they
are alreadyfigged and staged
managed. Besides, the 1999 con-
stitution does not recognize the
zones as the federating units. We
have states and local govern-
ments. Zonal hearing are thus un-
constitutional at best, and
fraudulent too.

The constitution clearly
spelts eut the role of state as-
semblies. If there is a national
issue which the National Assem-
bly has debated, and they feel
they can’t resolve that amicably,
the states assemblies will be con-
sulted. We are talking about the
constitution of this country
which was drawn by elected rep-
resentatives of Nigeria. It didn’t
come from the air. People were
elected ahd they sat down one
year and ciime out with a consti-
tution for us. Any constitution
ofacountry is subject to certain
amendments from time to time
on a clause. The executive may
propose an amendment and send
it as a bill to the National As-
sembly for debates.

Now you say constitutional
review, then amertdment. Ifthere
is a contract between the two of
us and I say.look I've to review
that agreement and if we have to,
we may change the whole con-
tract. But if | say it is an amend-
ment, then I’m referring to a par-
ticular clause. But you journal-
ists, who are supposed to be the
public teachers, are unable to
clarify these differences and tell
us. Review is not the same as
amendment. The constitution
does not recognize zones and you
speak of zonal public hearings.
Zones are just convenience and
agreement and not entrenched in
our constitution. So, if it is not
in our constitution how do you
create illegitimacy to make a
thing legitimate? That is what |
want to know. | want to be edu-
cated, because zoning is not le-
gitimate.

But some people, the presi-
dent inclusive are trying to de-
stroy the constitution. President
Obasanjo’s who swore with the
Bible as a born-again Christian,
that he would defend the consti-
tution of this country. Now, he
decides to do something else and

our constitution? There can’t be
achange withoutall the 36 states
.of,the federation voting on the
issue, and when it is not decided,
we go for anational referendum.

Whatyou are suggesting is
that all the states will be in-
volved, butthe committeepeople
say there is no such time avail-
able togo all over theplace. ?

- Then why the rush? The
1999 constitution took a year to
be crafted. You see, the constitu-
tion ofanation is its pillar and it
is not an adhoc document. It is
the book that guides us and is
keeping us today. Rule of law is
there. Ifthere is no constitution,
Obasanjo wont be there because
it is not a physical thing. He is
not president because he has
strength. Itis because ofthe con-
stitution. Why have you not
asked them why they are in a
rush, in ahurry to amend the con-
stitution. It is a legitimate ques-
tion to ask.

You don’tjust change acon-
stitution because it is a binding
document,. Itis like the Bible or
Koran, you don’t change those
holy books at once or anyhow,
In fact, for the Bible or Koran,
you can’teven change them. The
constitution is the document en-
trenching the life of a nation.

Mantu says they have to
amend the constitution in the
period of this current regime
and before 2007 ends?

And I’'m still asking why?
We are talking about the consti-
tution and this government has
not been given the mandate to
change it. Were they given the
mandate? Is it one of the prom-
ises PDP made in its manifesto
that they would change the con-
stitution? It is not there. And
they did not prgmise the nation
this particular activity. So, who
is championing the change and
saying they have to do it at the
shortest period of time?

The other political parties
too did not say it in their mani-
festos. So, it is rubbish and the
president, though ageneral lacks
the guts to come and confront
Nigerians on this issue, choosing
rather to hide behind all these
charade ofpublic hearings. He is
hiding behind Ugochukwu to
come out with all these rubbish.

Daily Trust

I am a founding member of-the
PDP and this was not one of our
plans and we didn’t promise Ni-
gerians this.

What we told Nigerians is
that we would improve the qual-
ity of their lives, because we ac-
cepted the 1999 constitution
which exists that is why we form
a political party, the PDP. It was

on the basis of that party we ,,

asked Nigerians for their man-
date. |

Doyou agree that the con-
stitution contained aspects that
should be amended? It is said
that there so many areas, over
103 that need to be reworked. ?

Therefore if there are so
many errors; We are rewriting the
constitution and not amendment.
Please, it is English and we’re not
stupid. We know the English lan-
guage enough to know that it
means re-writing. The American

over 200 years and the clauses
they changed are not more than
50. You don’t come out to say
that you have to change a consti-
tution because you believe you
are more intelligent than others.
Tony Anenih was in that regime
and participated in amending the
constitution. So what is it?

But Mantu and others say
thatthe documentis amonster...

Oh so'a monster that brought
them to power... is it not the
constitution that made Mantu a
Senator? It was not a monster
then. People with principle don’t
participate in what they disagree
with. But when you’re a benefi-
ciary, then shut up. | want to
know the Nigerians who say they
are not beneficiaries ofthe 1999
constitution. If it is a monster, |
challenge all of them, let ihem
resign. If you don’t believe in
something on principle, you
should resign and that makes you
a man. Even the president, if he
does not believe inthe document,
he should resign.

The president took an oath
with the Bible and all the while,
he was making mockery of his
faith. This is making ronsenso
of the whole process V e arc
all intelligent and not daft

The president, ct th°
Murtala lecturesaidthe In 1way
to ensure economicpro’s his/
have continuity....

Well, continuity r: ust it
him? Bill Clintor did atot fc
country and when  was
he honorably left. So ifa "t
isagood one, hehrsavis.f  jr
his country, when he lays . m-
dation, he should allow sc me
else to come and build . aft

So through o .t ' -, se six
years, Obasanjo \as iot been

able to get asucce>- .rgroom
someone to take ove rom him.
Whatifhe diestxla; \Vh-I1Lap-

pens? Or has he co> iultei with
God to know wht i he wjuld
die? He failed togr om asu< vs-
sor.

Continuity means th. a
good leader ‘rooms a peop«.to
take over from him. Look a. me,
I’m Malam Aminu Kano. Maiam
Aminu Kano grorx™ "us t>'
politicians. He’s
we can v his flag. So
people, Sardaunayr

So a good leader with reviving
ideas should groom people. But
Obasanjo has not from his min-
isters or governors.

But even some governors
like that of Yobe State Abba
Bukar, has said that the presi-
dentshould continue since, ac-
cording to him, the devil we
knew is better than the angel we
dont know.

Tell him he is out ofhis mind!
We are talking about the prin-
ciples of democracy and not in-
dividuals. Why are you divert-
ing from your questions? You are
talking about one governor. Who
is the blooming governor ofYobe
State? We are talking about seri-
ous issues ofgovernance, notin-
dividuals. Ifyou in the media have
resolved to be talking about indi-
viduals, that is your problem.
Give us a break. What good
works has President Obasanjo
done? Tell me gne. I’'m asking
you.
Well, he mentioned anti-
corruption atthe Murtalas lec-
ture.

Obasanijo is the most corrupt
president Nigeria has ever pro-
duced. Quote me. Somebody
stole 17 billion naira and you let
him go after a few weeks. The
man took the salary of poor po-
licemen-suffering. Then he says
he’s a president fighting corrup-
tion. Does he know the meaning

This is to notify the general public that S
picture appear above no longerworks wif'aP
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- Isyaku Ibrahim

/ %

Alhaji Isyaku Ibrahim

ofcorruption? In China, a minis-
ter lost his father. He used a gov-
ernment vehicle to take mourn-
ers to the funeral. They shot him.

88K

That is how they fight corrup-
tion elsewhere. That is the real
war. Not this mockery you have
here.

Ibrahim Hamza Yakassai whose
enix. Energy Nigeria Limited, Plot4,

Cairo Strt X Wuse, Abuja and anybody or oijanization that transact business with
him onbthalfof Phoenix Energy Nigeria Limited does so, on his/her own risk.

sral public is hereby warned.

Signed:
MANAGEMENT

PHOENIX ENERGY NIGERIA LIMITED '
PLOT 4, CAIRO STREET WUSE, ,

ABUJA.
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Kalsina

iTjk Ticknamed the home of
I In~1 hospitality, Katsina is
|JL  gradually being re-
iduced to apolitical laboratory
| for testing political ideas. One
| of such that has created me-
1dia deluge is the public hear-
ing that begins today in six
geo-political zones in the
country, Katsina state inclu-
sive.

The political leadership
insists that, despite the riots
that almost paralysed Katsina
| state at the weekend, the con-
| troversial public hearing on

fthe review ofthe 1999 consti-
| tution be held.

On the other side of the
icoin, there seems to be a con-
| sensus among the teeming
population cPthe state that
the much, applauded public

hearing be shelved in the in-
terest of peace and stability.

As the National Assem-
bly members arrive the state
yesterday, the government
was seen putting its last min-
utes preparations to ensure a
hitch-free public hearing.

One of such noticeable
preparations is that police

men have been drafted to the
state en masse.

Similarly, the state has
shifted the venue for the pub-
lic hearing from the govern-
ment house \to the state sec-
retariat complex, which, ac-
cording to our sources has a
wider space- to contain the
pfcople that will be making in-
puts into the ‘new constitu-
tion’.

Although, another source
told Daily Trust that the rea-
son for the shift ofvenue may
riot be unconnected to the
seemingly fragile security
situation in the state.

Despite the fact that the
state was yet to recover from

its black weekend that con-
sumed two lives, on Monday,
Governor Umaru Musa
Yar’Adua, expressed opti-
mism that the dust hassettled

“While pundits are optimistic that given the level of
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: Between violence and public hearing

From Lawal Ibrahim,

contribution to the review of

Correspondent Katsina \ the 1999 constitution.

and that normalcy was gradu-
ally returning, adding that the
public hearing could go on.

The governor who ap-
peared touched by the week-
end crisis, told viewers in a
television broadcast that his
government had beefed up se-
curity and that if it later finds
out that the public hearing
will create instability, then it
would act otherwise.

According to Governor
Yar’adua, the state security
committee meets on daily ba-
sis to review the security situ-
ation, to, among other things,
make sure that the hearing
holds in Katsina state.

Even before the state
broadcast on Monday, the
state deputy governor
chaired a meeting with reli-
gious leaders, police, the SSS,
and the secretary to the state
government.

At the meeting, the reli-
gious leaders, accorded to
our sources were educated
on the significance of hold-
ing the public hearing even
as the state sought for their
cooperation in making it a
success.

What was perhaps not
clear to a cross section ofthe
media which is making the
round was that the state gov-
ernment was said to have is-
sued guidelines on the con-
duct of the said hearing. The
guidelines was also said to
have been skewed in favour
of government officials and
traditional rulers living with-
out a mention of the ordinary
citizens of Katsina state. As
part ofthe guidelines our cor-
respondent also learnt that
the much applauded hearing
may not last all day long, as it
may take place within a re-
stricted Time frame; thus de-
nying many o ftheir constitu-
tional right to make genuine

The meeting, according to

“the conference should be
shelved. We are tired of the
administration of president

Governor Umar Musa Yar’Adua

our sources also unveiled the
code of speech which frowns
at derogatory statement from
contributors. Thus, people
were advised to leam the rules
of the game before jumping
into it, as it will not be a tea
party.

However, as partofDaily
Trust effort to understand the
thinking of the ordinary
people in Katsian about the
public hearing, our findings,
though not comprehensive
revealed that an average per-
son from Katsina is igno-
rance o fwhat the constitution
review is all about, as most
people believe is aconference
to discuss tenure extension
for president Olusegun
Obasanjo and his governors.

When Daily Trust spoke
to aresident Mallam Ibrahim
Shehu, he has this to say:

preparedness and the security drafted to state

secretariat complex, the venue of the hearing the,
exercise will be a success story; skeptics, however,

fear that given the overwhelming rejection of the
hearing which, apparently snowballed into a full
fledged riots at the weekend, the hearing may be
described as afailure even before it starts. However,

whether thepublic hearing in Katsina will be a success

orfailure itis in the bowel oftime.”

Obasanjo. Why does
wants to continue again when
he has created poverty and
people are suffering in the
land?**

But it is not only Mallam
that thinks along this direc-
tion, a Coalition of Muslim
Organisation a group of
drawn from thirty four local
governments in the state, un-
der the auspices of “Concern
Citizen of Katsina for 2007
Agenda” had said that con-
stitutional review be rejected,
saying that it was rejected in
Kaduna and Sokoto but that
governor Umar Musa
Yar’Adua is trying to per-
petuate himself and his mas-
ter, Obasanjo ahead 0 f2007..

Another cleric Sheikh
Yakubu Musa Hassan won-
dered what why the federal
government insists on the
hearing saying that Obasanjo
government is the worst and
most difficult since the
country’s independence in
1960.

For now there is growing
apprehension in Katsina.
Marketers are closing their
shops. People are watching
how the public hearing on the
review of the 1999 constitu-
tion will turn out to be.

While pundits are optimis-
tic that given the level of pre-
paredness and the security
drafted to state secretariat
complex, the venue of the
hearing the exercise will be a

success story; skeptics, how-
ever, fear that given the over-
whelming rejection of the

Senator Ibrahim Mantu

hearing which, apparently
snowballed into a full fledged
riots at the weekend, the hear-

ing may be described as afail-
ure even before it starts.
However, whether the public

hearing in Katsina will be a
success or failure it is in the
bowel oftime.
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C 2806 TRADE MISSION TO THE FAREAST; CHINA AND TAIWAN

This is to inform members of the Business Community,
Legislators, Trade Organisatioas, Chief Executives of
Banking Institutions, Senior Government Officials,
Local Government Chairmen and the general public that
the Kano Chamber of Commerce Industry, Mines and
Agriculture (KACCIMA) has concluded arrangements
to attend the 99* Chinese Export Commodities
Exhibition, the third largest commodity exhibition in the
world, scheduled for April, 2006. and Information
Technology fair at Taipei. Taiwan in June, 2006,

respectively.

All interested parties should therefore contact the
Director General, Kano Chamber of Commerce, Trade
Fair Complex, Zoo Road, Kano, on either of the
following numbers; 08037400095, 08057126938, and

08053136252,

Registration of interested members to Guangzhou,
China, will be closed on Saturday, March 11, 2006,
while for Taipei, Taiwan, will be closed on Saturday,

April, 29 2006.

Signed:
Alb. Abdulkarim Hussain
Director General.



Wednesday, February 22, 2006 ilv Trust

HON ISHAQ I KURFI (Marafan Kurfi)

Member:- Federal House of Representatives, Dutsin-ma/Kurfi Federal Constituency

Office Address: Constituency Address:

National Assembly Complex, 81. Maradl Street,
Three Arms Zone, Kurfi L.G.A.
PM B 141 Abuja. Bikko%treet,
T#l: WW4-412-1&SS Ousin-ma L.G.A.

Katsina State

The Chairman,

National Assembly Joint Constitution
Review Committee,

National Assembly Complex,

Three Arms Zone,

Abuja.

Distinguished Chairman,

THE POSITION OF THE PEOPLE OF DUTSIN-MA/KURFI FEDERAL
CONSTITUENCY. KATSINA STATE ON THE REVIEW OF THE 1999
CONSTITUTION

After several consultations with the people in my
constituency on the above subject matter, the
general consensus arrived at include but not
limited to:

1. Support for the current 4 years 2-terms-
tenure for the Executive at Federal and State
levels. Any executive president or governor
who completes two terms should be barred
from contesting and holding same position
forever. Clearly we are NOT in support of
ANY EXTENSION OF TENURE OR
"THIRD-TERM?” for any president or
governor.

2. Conduct of LG Elections (should be) under Exclusive List to avoid naked and
crude abuse ofpower by State Independent Electoral Commission (SIEC) and state
governor.

3. Theprovision for independent candidature in the revised constitution.

4. More devolution of power from Federal to States and LGs in the areas of
agriculture, water resources, education and infrastructural facilities etc.

5. Assets declaration by public office holders should be published in newspapers,
newsmagazines and posted on the internetand other communication media.

6. Immunity clause for the president, vice president' governors, deputy governors,

*should be removed from the 1999 Constitution.

Finally, let it be repeated here without any ambiguity that we in the Dutsin-Ma/Kurfi
Federal Constituency are opposed to tenure extension or third term or any other plan to

enable current Executive at Federal and State levels whose second consecutive term in
office expires in May, 2007 to continue in office beyond that terminal date.

Signed:
Hon. Ishag I. Kurfi (Marafan Kurfi).
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF FCT
IN THE ABUJA JUDICIAL DIVISION
"HOLDEN AT WUSE - ABUJA

BETWEEN
MAD AND MAG NIG. LTD.
AND

1. SUSANNINGER & CO. LTD
2. MINISTER, FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY

3. FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY ADMINISTRATION

SUIT NO
MOTION M/3128/06

.PLAINTIFF/APPLICANT

DEFENDANTS/
RESPONDENTS

}

MOTION ON NOTICE

BROUGHT PURSUANT TO ORDER 7 RULES! .2[1), (7) ORDER 8 RULE 10RDER 31 RULE i OF THE HIGH COURT FCT (CIVIL
PROCEDURE RULES) 2004 AND UNDER THE~ANHERENT JURISDICTION OF THE COURT,
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AND

| SUSANNINGER & CO. LIMITED DEFENDANTS/RESPONDENTS
1 MINISTFR FCT

i. FED CAP TERRITORY ADMINISTRATION
COCRT ORDER

Vpm-~*k g die Metssm Esparse assd the aeiaaipaaywsg: aiTxkvH <d Balaam Kasmie. Aa"l tspisa heasiag lasiia®
jPasdeLElInsae Esq. “Ceasm&ef fee she P{a«idtf;A dkeas pswhsg8m U mmtzW Cexat da Ika Iddowdsg iHdarM:

I:  Ahasslatgraadag feava m dse Aj»phcasa  serva tHbDdeadasats all iha t'aassimkasaea % aehsSlsasas| saeaaa
hy p~hlka?bita™veshs"maeS m eitlajr TffiS& M Nawspapas w IMM¥ T8USY” *hasiealadea  idaa

2, AaS$k4&feilatamsi l«|acaskas das IMassdea” wdasiajr hy theajaalveS»vdsad jaivies., atasda
svdataajxtve? jafcl h~Sadve? <kscti?H fmm td'chsgaay mmw whsessxker shans,| sda ~aK”sdag sa"asasi? ofsha
PiahatS| -Np~heaas pahag she ssaattag a?al “e,w«»x»tisat «* ihe \n*tt<m?Nala.'c  aa“hx't"kay aatatsss™

M Asaida aeeh lasther M s>sl#ras”lads) as she lawaaa-edla “<sa« ajay deea's % a> issaka la she adeatasilatjees
tlse a:ppllaads>« k hasfry

The t" De&safa&s i$ &sim&yr&stmm&d ihmt*m mte «sfllk lasd sa disease (Pi<st 12C &sss-slfese B5 Usafe
Ahsjla>assd $Mm "ae Pxasasasaiaed |i>e”af *he heatlag ssal ila*aissiatkm af dsa Moikmw & m kz tkka'e the
easat.

llse MmSmm Nsasae U *BRI222WS: w/sle sla; sdhsdashveaad h at|<asasasksa | tm

OIVENtINOER THE NAMEAND SEALOFtm PRM IW S MXifc! THIS 2f* DAY OF IANIIARY, Sikh>.

NV »

IN THE HHMCXH KTOF FCT
IN TilE AJIEMA D DICIAL DIVISION
mnj*matmm. abiija

BETWEEN

MADANDMAONKSLTD ...
AND

1.SUSANNINGER& CO LTD

2. MINISTER;rEOERALCAPITAL TERRITORY
~NFEDESIALCAPITALTERRITORYADMIN,

PLAINTIFf APPLICANT

Tfert Ra’sisim’
High FCT

MEMORANDt M OF APPE ARANCE
K.iss#ty mM i pg tsm® Ho?the ilvllaialer FCT AMD Feskns! Ostplal f zmtmy Asferssss"trasiosi* 4 as '%6mm 4 3t detessslaiftt

sss thsa Mtk imd w 4vBad Ak f sscikm
AI"r||<» OmlBSQ
/ 2 N % Am<Jmt Omtrmpi
esvichs 0qsartmessl,
\ FCDAAREA 11gABUJA,
ERVICE
TREPRAC
OojmiAH DANIEL EBUNE
Fhsiattif Shiedsss-
BlAMNI&M* N
Hoi 48 yEasmskt> Stmst }
Warn Zom ? f

Abuja.

Stmtmiger 7 Co. hid (Texaco Filling Smkm)
B- ko), Im<Jos Nigeda.



Wednesday, February 22,2006

Daily Trust

IN THE HIGH COURT OF FCT
IN THE ABUJAJUDICIAL DIVISION
HOLDEN AT WUSE - ABUJA

SUIT No:CV/1052/06

BETWEEN
MAD AND MAG NIG LTD. PLAINTIFF
AND
1 SUSANNIGER&CO.LTD
DEFENDANTS

® MINISTER, FEDERAL CAPITALTERRITORY
3. FEDERAL CAPITALTERRITORYADMINISTRATION

TO

1.SUSANNIGER & CO.LTD (TEXACO FILLING STATION, BANK STREETJOS,JOS, NIGERIA)

2.MINISTER, FEDERALCAPITALTERRITORY (AREA 11,ABUJA)
3.FEDERALCAPITALTERRITORY ADMINISTRATION (AREA 11,ABUJA)

You are hereby commanded that within eight (8) days after the service ofthisw it on you, inclusive of the day of such service,
you do cause an appearance to be entered for you in the Abuja Judicial Division of the High Court of the Federal Capital
Territory in an action at the suit-ofthe PLAINTIFF and take notice that in default of your so doing the Plaintiff may proceed
therein and judgment may be given in your absence.

DATED THIS....ccccouunee DAYOF....ccouns 2006.
By order ofthe Court.

Memorandum to be subscribed on the writ.

N.B. This writ is to be served within twelve calendar months from the date thereof, or if renewed within six calendar months from
the date of last renewal, including the day of such and not afterwards.

The Defendant tfiay enter appearance personally, or by legal practitioners either by handing in the appropriate forms, duly
complete”at the Registry of the Abuja Judicial Division o f the High Court of FCT, in which the writ was issued.

Endorsement to be made on writ before issue thereof: .s'
The plaintiffs claim is for:<

1 A DECLARATION that the Plaintiffis entitled to the Statutory Right of Occupancy over the property known as Plot
Number 22 Cadastral Zone B05 covered by Certificate of Occupancy No FCT/ABU/MISC/18,662, dated 19 hJune
2002.

2. A DECLARATION that it is unlawful, irregular, null and void for the 2rmdand 3rdDefendants to Re-allocate the
property to the Id Defendant when the interest of the plaintiff is still subsisting.

3 A DECLARATION that the subsequent purported Revocation ofthe said parcel of land by the 2rdand 3rdDefendants

and the act of the IdDefendant in advertising and/or putting up the said plot for sale in the open market is unlawful,
irregular, null and void.

4.* AN ORDER setting aside the “purported Re-allocation of the interest of the plaintiffs in the property to the 1¢
Defendant as evidenced by the Defendants Notice of 12thDecember, 2005.

5. AN ORDER for the Rectification of the Register of Deeds infavour of the Plaintiffs subsisting interest.

6. AN ORDER of perpetual injunction restraining the Defendants whether by themselves, agents, privies or servants
from any acts capable of affecting the lawful and subsisting interests of the plaintiff over the said plot.

7. N5,000,000,000 DAMAGES.
Cost of this suit

\ DATED THIS 6 hDAY OF JANUARY, 2006.

JOSIAH DANIEL-EBUNE, ESQ
GAJI& ASSOCIATES
PLAINTIFFS SOLICITORS
PLOT 348 BAMAKO STREET,
WUSE ZONE 1,

ABUJA.
FOR SERVICE ON:
1 SUSANNIGER & CO. LTD (TEXACO FILLING STATION,
BANK STREET JOS, JOS, NIGERIA) .
2. MINISTER, FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY
(AREA 11, ABUJA).
3. FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY ADMINISTRATION

(AREA 11, ABUJA)
The writwas issued by Josiah Daniel - Ebune, Esq PP: GAJI & ASSOCIATES Legal Practitioners whose address for service
is Plot 348 Bamako Street, Zone 1Wuse Abuja. Agent for the Plaintiffs of Legal Practitioners for the said Plaintiffs who Resides
at Plot 68 Harang Street Old GRA EXT. Maiduguri (Mention the city, town or district and also the name of the street number
ofthe house ofthe Plaintiffs Residence, if any).
This wit or (notice of this wit) was served by me at and (As Bailiff) on
...2006.

Signed:
Address:.

IN THE HIGH COURT OF FCT
IN THE ABUJA JUDICIAL DIVISION HOLDEN AT WUSE- ABUJA

SUITNO

MOTION NO..
BETWEEN
MAD AND MAG NIG LTD....cvviiiriviriciicnisie s PLAINTIFF/APPLICANTS
ASID

1 SUSANNINGER & CO. LTD.
2. MINISTER, FEDERALCAPITALTERRITORY

3. FEDERAL CAPITALTERRITORY ADMINISTRATION DEFENDANTS

STATEMENT OF CLAIM

1 The Plaintiffis a Limited Liability Company registered under the Companies and Allied matters Act, 1990 and carries
on business throughout Nigeria, including Abuja with its head office at Plot 68 Harang Street, Old GRA. Ext.

Maiduguri.

The Id Defendant(s) is unknown to the plaintiff, but is alleged to operate from Texaco Filling Station, Bank Street, Jos,

Plateau State and presently by its agents, privies and or servants are advertising, for sale of the plaintiffs property

in the open market.

3. The 2rdDefendant is the Honourable Minister in the Presidency, in charge of the Federal Capital Territory, who by
virtue of his office is responsible for the allocation, grant and issuance of right ofoccupancies over lands in the Federal
Capital Territory, and also doubles as the Chairman, Federal Capital Development Authority (FCDA).

10.

11

12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

The 3rdDefendant is the parent body of Federal Capital Development Authority, parastatal responsible for development,
control ofdevelopment, issuance ofdevelopment permits and the general management of property acquisition and
development in the Federal Capital Territory.
Plaintiffavers that by an offer letter dated 7hAugust, 2001, the Right of Occupancy No: MFCT/LA/MISC. 18662 in
respect of Plot measuring 1:2000 square metres and located within Utako District was granted to the Plaintiff for
commercial purpose. The said offer of Right ofOccupancy dated 8lhJuly, 2001 is hereby pleaded and will be relied
upon at trial. N J ]
Plaintiffavers that the said offer ofthe Right of Occupancy was duly accepted by the Plaintiffwho promptly paid the
charges, fees and rents thereon in the sum of N52,500.00 (Fifty Thousand, Five Hundred Naira) and was issued
Federal Capital Development Authority (FCDA) receipt No: 606847 dated 16th July, 2001. The said receipt is
hereby pleaded and will be relied upon at the hearing the suit. *
The plaintiff further avers that consequent to facts pleaded in paragraphs 5 and 6 above, it was issued a valid Certlflcate
of Occupancy No: 000142-FCT/ABU/MrSC. 18,662 dated 24thJuly, 2002 and registered as No: FC87 at Page 87 in
volume 97 in the Land Registry. The plaintiff pleads the said certificate of occupancy and will found on it at the
hearing of this suit.
Plaintiff states that he did apply to the Development control unit of the Federal Capital Development Authority, a
parastatal under the 3rd Defendant for approval of its building plan(s) which approval was conveyed after it paid
the statutory bill in the sum of N6,000.00 (Six Thousand Naira only). The letter of conveyance of approval with
reference No: FCDA/P&S/BP/C1D/PHS.11/435 of 28 hMarch, 2002 under the one O.S. Ogunmola and the FCDA
receipt No: 645916 issued the plaintiff are herewith pleaded and would be found upon at the trial.
Plaintiff further states that it took full and effective possession of the property and has been exercising various acts
of ownership on the said property since the offer of the Right of Occupancy. Plaintiffwill rely in support of this
averment, site planning inspection property comments ofthe Defendants which are hereby pleaded and the Defendants’
puton NOTICE TO PRODUCE the originals at the hearing of the suit. .
Plaintiff further avers that as at 19hApril, 2005, it found to its surprise” “Stop Work Notice” pla‘ceS in the premises
by Agents of the Defendants for alleged “Excavation without Approval” where upon it immediately resolved the
querry with the Defendants. The said Stop Work Notice” is hereby pleaded and will be relied Upon at the trial.
Plaintiff further states that having had the issue stated in paragraph 10 above resolved in its favour, if continued as
usual to enjoy its interest(s) over the said property.
Plaintiff avers that to vigilantly keep the property in check, as soon as the 2rdand 3rd Defendants conceived,
designed and came up with the policy of “Re-certification” to protect the future, it promptly paid the Recertification
fee of N 10,000.00 (Ten Thousand Naira) only on 29lhApril, 2005 to the Abuja Geographic Information Systems
(AGIS) the Accredited agent of the 2rdand 3rd Defendants for Re-Certification purposes. The Abuja Geographic
Information Systems (AGIS) (Intercity Bank Pic.) Deposit Slip No. 0018806 dated 29,h April, 2005 issued to
plaintiff is herewith pleaded.
As soon as the 2nd and 3rd Defendants verified the payment, it proceeded to Re-certify and Re-issue the plaintiff
certificate ofoccupancy over the property, thus further confirming the plaintiff’s unencumbered title over the property.
The plaintiffplead and will rely on AGIS Recertification and Re-issuance of certificate of occupancy MISC 18662
dated 22rdJune, 2005 and the 2rdDefendant’s approval for the issuance of the certified True copy of the certificate
of occupancy dated 13 hMay, 2005 to the plaintiffat the hearing of this suit.
Plaintiffavers that it was prepared to meet all the legitimate conditions as stipulated by the 2nd and 3rd Defendants
letter of 13hMay 2005 and was working hard towards same when it got wind confidentially by stumbling on a
purported Notice of Revocation of its interest on the property.
By a letter dated 28lhNovember, 2005 which same was received by the 2rdand 3rdDefendants on 30lhNovember,
2005, the Plaintiff made a passionate plea against the said purported revocation of it’s title,,the to the property. The
Notice of Revocation stumbled upon by the plaintiffand its letter and hereby pleaded, ofappeal Defendants are put
on NOTICE TO PRODUCE the originals of both documents the hearing of this Suit. *
Rather than respond to same, the 2rdand 3rdDefendants went ahead, after the purported revocation of the plaintiffs
interest, to offer same to the 1st Defendant as evidenced by the 2rdand 3rdDefendant’s offer to the effect dated 12t
December, 2005. The said document from AGIS to the 1¢Defendant is hereby pleaded and Defendants are put on
NOTICE TO PRODUCE at thfe hearing of the suit,
The Is Defendant has since then in the face ofthe foregoing fact put up the property in the open market for sale to
interested buyers, while the 2rdand 3rd Defendants agents and servants keeps harassing, intimidating and vexing
the plaintiff’s valid title and possession daily.
Plaintiff contends that the foregoing acts of the Defendants jointly and severally are unconscionable and entirely
baseless.
The plaintiff will further contend at the hearing of the suit that the purported Re-allocation of its subsisting title to
the 1st Defendant(s) and or Revocation are both fraudulent, grossly irregular and unlawful.
The plaintiffshall rely on all books, letters and/or documents as may be necessary for, or incidental to the proofof
its claims at the hearing of the suit.

<[>

WHEREOF the plaintiff claims as fo][lows:<

1

A DECLARATION that the Plaintiffis"entitled to the Statutory Right*fOccupancy over the property known as Plot
Number 22Cad&>tral Zone B05 in Utako District® Abuja covered by Certificate ofOccupancy Ntfj% T/ABU/MISC/ &
18,662, dated 19,hJune 2002.

A DECLARATION that it is unlawful, irregular,'null and void for the 2ndand 3rdDefendants-to Re-allocate the
property to the 1¢ Defendant when the interest of the plaintiff is still subsisting.

ADECLARATION that the subsequent purported Revocation ofthe said parcel of land by the 2nd and 3rd Defendants,
and the act ofthe IsDefendant in advertising and/or platting updie said plot for sale in the open market is unlawful.

-v.-irregular null and void.

AN ORDER setting aside the purported Re-allocation of the interest of the plaintiffs in the property Jo,*he 1¢
Defendant as evidenced by the Deflgndants Notice of 1d December, 2005. [

AN ORDER for the Rectification of theRegister of Deedsin favour ofthe  Plaintiffs subsisting interest.* 1
AN ORDER of perpetual injunction restrainingthe Defendantswhether by jjiemselves, agents, privies or servants
from any acts capable of affecting the lawful and subsisting interests of the plaintiffover the said plot.
N5.000.000.000 DAMAGES. ’

Cost of this suit.

DATED THIS 6™ DAY OF JANU ARY, 2006,
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Siberian cyclists will converge in Abeokuta, Ogun state in Aprilfor apre-national Sports Festival tournament ahead ofthe (iuteway (iuines.

-festival race

Federation is
organising a pre festi-
ce for cyclists at the
Ogun State capital Abeokuta
jn Saturday, Febvruary 25 in
eadiness for the National
Sports Festival holding in the
itate in April.

The secretary of the fed-
eration, Mr. Francis Gbiri said
hat the ffre-toumament was
lecessary so as to let the cy-
clists, familiarise with routes.

“There were complaints
ifter the last festival that
nost did not know the routes
before the festival and this
gave an undue advantage to
he host state,” he said

And because we do not
manta repeat complaints from
he participant's we have now
nvited them for the trials this

Wor

"’nder the chairmanship

of FIFA Executive

Committee member
Vyacheslav Koloskov from
Russia, the Organising Com-
nittee for the FIFA Club World
3up met recently to review
he highly successful 2005
rvent and discuss plans for
he 2006 competition in Japan
his December, which will
igain be presented by Toy-
3ta.

During its review of the
2005 tournament, the commit-
;ee praised the Japan Foot-
ball Association (Organising
Association) andlIDentsu
tac. (Executive Event Pro-
ducer) for their excellent co-
jperative work with the FIFA

aministration to put on a*
fuly world class event. All

I he Nigeria Cycling

weekend,” the cycling scribe
explained.

He said nine states such
as Lagos, Ogun, Ondo, Delta,
Nasarawa, Borno, Plateau,
Bayelsa and Rivers had con-
firmed their readiness to be
in Abeokuta for the pre race.

[koyi

out going Captain of
Ikoyi Club 1938 Golf
Section, Alhaji Moha-
mnid Damulak has expressed
his appreciation to Vmobile
and other corporate spon-
sors for supporting the Club’s
activities during his tenure,
which is just ending.
*  The captain gave the
commendation during his

He said the association
would also use the opportu-
nity to mark the routes in that
would be used during the
sports festival adding that the
race in Abeokuta would be
better organised than the pre-
vious ones.

Gbiri also advised the
states to send their cyclists
to Abeokuta one week to the
festival to commmence train-
ing there if they hope to per-
form well during the festival.

He said the federation

would after the festival send
two cyclists to South Africa
for intensive training ahead of
the next Olympic and All Af-
rica Games.

The cyclists he said two or
three years of intensive train-
ing in other parts of the world

if they were to excel at inter-
national meets.

“We are planning to do
this in conjunction and sup-
port of the Nigeria Olympic
Committee.

olf captain thanks Vmobile

H’aS

valedictory speech at a gala
night to herald his exit as Cap-
tain and where prizes were
given to winners of the
Vmobile-sponsored Captain’s
Day Golftournament 2006.
The tournament was won

t0 2000 tourney

By Ismaila Umaru Lere,
Assistant Editor
seven matches, including the
Final played before 67,000
spectators and broadcast in
194 countries and territories
around the world, were per-
fectly organised and the
teams demonstrated an ex-
tremely high level ofskill and
competitiveness on the pitch.

Looking forward to 2006,
the committee confirmed that
itwould adopt the same com-
petition format as 2005 with
the six continental champi-
ons, again seeding the CON-
MEBOL Copa Libertadores
and UEFA Champions Lea-

gue winners into the setni-fi-
nal stage and thus maintain-
ing a two-match maximum for
these teams.

In recognition that Ocea-
nia’s club football structure
has changed significantly
since the departure of Austra-
lia to the Asian Football Con-
federation (AFC) on 1 Janu-
ary 2006, the Oceania Foot-
ball Confederation (OFC) re-
quested that the committee
consider modifying its entry
into the competition in order
to assist the development of
the region’s club teams.

Based on this request, the

Gitahi wins Ca

by the Managing Director of

GlaxoSmithKline, Linus
Gitahi. Different categories
where prizes were competed
for anawon included: Men’s
net, Men’s gross, Ladies’net,
Ladies’ gross, Veteran’s net,
and Past Captain’s prize. Oth-

d Club Cup: FIFAC’ttee looks forward

committee decided that the
OFC Club Championship
winners should play an open-
ing round match against a
team from the host associa-
tion- Japan’s 2006 J.League
champions - for a spot in the
quarter-finals. The winning
team would then advance to
play the AFC Champions Lea-
gue, CAF Champions League
or CONCACAF Champions’
Cup winners as determined
by draw. This proposal will be
submitted to the FIFAEXxecu-
tive Committee for ratification
at its next meeting on 16-17
March 2006.

Inaddition, the committee
confirmed that it would retain
the seven-match structure of
the event by dropping the
5th place match in favour of
the opening round match.

ers are Longest Drive, Men
and Ladies, Nearest to the Pin,
and Guests' net.

“The success story of the
ast one year would not have
een possible without the sup-

port of our esteemed sponsors
who have stood by me all
through the year and those
that supported the Captain’
Day Golf tournament. To you
all, 1 say a big thank you,” he
said. Leading the list of 17 cor-
porate sponsors is Vmobile Ni-
geria and Sheraton Hotel. Oth-
ers include GSK, Virgin Atlan-
tic, Ericsson, TotalFinaElfetc.

Leading nine others by 67

points in the men’s NET score
is Linus Gitahi, who beat the
nearest contender to him,
Patrick Taggert with 70 points,
to emerge winner of the tour-
nament. In the Men’s gross
category, T. Davies won on a
count back score of 80 points
to beat Tim Ayonmike and
Fasekun Olatunde, who also
had 80 points as runner-up
and third place positions re-
spectively.

To emerge winner of the

Ladies net, Susan Walker re-

ptains Day tourney

corded 71 points, while P.
Pinotsis emerged winner of
the Ladie”gross category
with 85 points. In the
Veteran’s category, DR. E.
Onyia posted 73 net score j
above H. Agbogoroma’s 76 |
to emerge winner, while Ar- ,
chitect Coker scored 74 net
score to win the Past Cap-
tain prize.

The prize for Longest
Drive Holes 1 and 18 in 1
Men’s categories went to ,
Tom Mbu and Olatunde |
Fasekun respectively, while 1
P. Pinotsis won the Longest |
Drive in Ladies category, |
Nearest to the Pin prizes for |
Holes 6 and 12 were won by |
Lekan Biobaku and Efosa
Ojjomo, with the Ladies cat-
egory going to Andrea
Hoffmann. In the Guest cat-
eg6ry, the Captain of 1BB
Golf Club Abuja, J.K.
Gadzama emerged winner
with 75 net score.

The Captain’s Day Golf j
tournament is a tradition of
the Golfsection of the Club
to mark the official exit ofthe
Captain’s tenure in office.
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or the second consecutive
time this year the date for
the commencement of the
(Premier League has been shifted
[forward due to lingering problem
lin football house. The chairman
|of the Nigeria Football League
Board, Chief Oyiki Obaseki,
idisclosed yesterday that the
jleague earlier fixed to commence
on Saturday, February 25, has
been shifted forward to March.
Before then, the NFL had
scheduled February 17 to kick
[off the season but the crisis in
the NFA forced a shift forward
by one week to allow FIFA to
igiye its verdict. But when the
|v&rdict was delivered Friday, the
jaggrieved members of the
Nigerian Football Stakeholders
called for a congress tomorrow
to deliberate on it, a development
jthat the League Secretariat
ibelieves does not give a clear
picture of the direction football
iwill go within the next couple of
.months.
Chief Obaseki said they are
icompelled to await the outcome

By Patrick Andrew,
Asst. Head Sports Desk

of the congress because it is the
NFA board that will inaugurate
the new board of the NFL. “We
cannot even conduct elections
because the NFA board must
have in put by way of
supervision of the elections into
the new board as well as its
inauguration. The present NFL
board cannot start the league
because our tenure expires with
the end of last season. It is the
new board that would'kick off
the season”

Chief Obaseki further
asserted that club owners are to
meet early next week to take
salient decisions on the
commencement ofthe season and
ratify certain recommendations
made by the board for
implementation in the next

Daily Trust

Sports

season. “You know the board
recommended that sign - on fees
should be abolished instead-that
it should be build into the salary
of the players which must not
be less than N 100,000 per month

Sambawa

ports Minister, Dr Saidu
Sambawa has said that
he decision of the
world football-governing
body, FIFA to recognize
Alhaji Ibrahim Galadima as
chairman of the Nigeria

Football Association s
unfair.

Sources close to the
minister told hotsports-

live.com that he is concerned
but not entirely upset by the
development as he is
determined to foster a proper

Premier League players and
N50,000 for their Professional
League counterparts”, he said
adding that they would fixed a
definite date for the season to
begin.

struyre for the game in the

land, 61 years after the fist
competitive local competition
(Governor’s Cup, later FA
Cup) was staged.

“The minister is only
concerned that it is an unfair
decision. He is not ready to
say more than that. But he
says nothing would stop him
from putting in place a proper
structure to run Nigeria
football, something that has
never been there more than
70 years after the foundation

Meanwhile, the Chairman
has confirmed that all the 20
Premier League clubs have
completed their registration and
are set for the season. “Only
about three clubs from the

FIFA decision

of the Nigeria Football
Association,” said a top
official of the ministry.

A book by veteran
football journalist Ibikunle
Solaja, yet to be published,
traced the foundation of the
Nigeria Football Association
to August 21, 1933, when a
group of ‘stakeholders’ met
in an office in Lagos’Island
to engineer the process for
the formation of a football-
governing body in the land.
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again

professional ranks are yet to
complete registration because;
they want to go under or are
negotiating for transfer of
ownership”

IS unfair

“FIFA has made its
decision but the minister is
forging ahead to do what he;
considers appropriate” !
added the source.

FIFA in a ruling in Zurich
on Friday considered the
December 29 election iri
Kano, which returned!
Galadima to office for a fresh
term of four years, as having
been conducted in duel
process and faultless.

TRUST CLASSIFIED

PRISONERS RIGHTS AND
REHABILITATION FOUNDATION

| The general public is hereby informed that the above named Foundation has applied j
Ito the Corporate Affairs Commission forregistration under part ‘C’ofthe Companies |

|and Aliied Matters Act, 1990.

iThe TnKtees are:

il Victor Fakunle

12. Kristie Fakunle

j3. Kennedy Asegieme

4. Dominic Ehikuemen

Aims and Objectives:

1 Provide funds to assist and Rehabilitate ex-convicts after their
release from prison.

2- Assist in improving the welfare of prisoners.

3. - Provide free legal assistance for prisoners.

Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to the Registrar - General,

Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 565, Ndola Square, Wuse Zone 5, P.M.B. 189,

Abuja, within twenty-eight (28) days of this publication.

SIGNED:
Oluwaseun Ogunbameru
Area 10, Garki, Abuja.

BELOVED FAMILIES
A FELLOWSHIP

The general public is hereby informed that the above named
Organisation has applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission
for registration Under part ‘C’ of the Companies and Allied
Matters Act, 1990.
The Trustees are:

jI.Arc. Dachollom Choji Dahoro 2. Mr. Martin Audu Gang

;3. Mr. lliya Jatau Piyo 4. Mrs. Sarah Joel Dawang

;5. Mr. Danladi Davou 6. Mr. Benjamin Dayan

7. Mrs. Hannatu Bitfus Don 8. Mrs. Veronica Ezekiel
IDalyop

Aims and Objectives:

11. To provide forum to exchange views and decide on matters
affecting their social, spiritual, and economic wellbeing.

2. To co-operate and support evangelical groups

[3. To assist the less privileged.

Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to the
Registrar - General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 565,
Ndola Square, Wuse Zone 5. PM.B. 189, Abuja, within twenty-
eight (28) days of this publication.

SIGNED:
Barr. Pam Dyek Esq.

THE FEDERAL POLYTECHNIC, MUBI

P.M.B. 35, ADAMAWA STATE

AN'ADDENDLM TO PREV IOUS ADVERTISEMENT
ON VACANCY FOR THE POST OF RECTOR

IIn our advert for the vacant post of Rector as earlier and
ladvertised in the Punch of 13 hFebruary, 2006, the Daily Trust
lof 14* February, 2006 and the Scope of 12hFebruary, 2006, the
i School of Business and General Studies was omitted
linadvertently. Interested candidates that specialized in various
; disciplines in this school are eligible to apply. Possession of
' higher degree in relevant disciplines with minimum cognate
:experience of not less than twelve (12) years is required, while
i candidates with computer literacy is an added advantage, but
I not a requirement.

Signed:
BUBABELLO
REGISTRAR

LOSS OF C OF O No. SOK/G/0425

BIMAFAAD NIG. LTD.

The general public is hereby notified ofthe lossofC
ofO No. SOK/G/0425 in the name of BIMAFAAD
NIG. LTD. The said C ofO got lostwhile in possession
of former International Trust Bank Pic. Idejo Street
Victoria Island, Lagos and all efforts made to trace it
proved abortive. The general public and Sokoto State
Ministry of Lands, Housing and Survey should please
take note.

Signed:
Barr. Jerry Nyiatagher
No. 8 Maiduguri Road,
Sokoto.

LOSS OF LETTER OF OFFER

This is to inform the general public that Letter of Offer,
Plot No. 1051, Cadastral Zone B07 Katampa District
belonging to General Ojomo IV of HQ NAEC and School
P.M.B. 1410 llorin with old No. MFCT/LA/93 OD. 1259
and changed No. OD 10240 is missing. If found, please
return it to the nearest police station.

.Signed:
General Ojomo IV

LOSS OF LAND ALLOCATION PAPER
This is'to inform the general public that the Land allocation
offer of Plot No. MD 559 within Grzape District of about
2,000m2 belonging to MR. J. E. GAIUS OBASEKE got
missing. All effort to trace the said documents proved
abortive.

If found please return to the nearest Police Station or
House No. Orobosa Street off Siliko Road Benin City.

Signed:
Umar Farouk Ibrahim

MISSING LETTER OF
OFFER

il, Lamon Bako of House 2 flat 3 Garki, Abuja hereby
Ideclare that my letter of offer for Plot No. AT/936
IBearing Madaki Gajere Bwari at action Area layout
Bwari measuring about 6060 sgm2 is missing. Please
contact 08046129503, 08059833256 or Bwari Area
Council for any information relating to the said plot
as request for replacement is been processed.

CHANGE OF NAMES

1, formerly known as MISS MAIMUNA BELLO
MOHAMMED HAD!, now wish to be known as MRS
MAIMUNA UMAR BELLO. Former documents remain-
valid. NYSC and public to note.

I, formerly called MRS. ADA JOHN, now to be called
MRS. ADAYUSUFBOBBY LAMAI. former documents
remain valid. FIRS and public to note.

I, formerly called YUSUF BOBBY YAKUBU, now to be
called YUSUF BOBBY LAMALI. Former documents remain
valid. Fed. Ministry of Housing and public to note.

OGU- I. formerly known and addressed as MISS JOY'!
AKUNNAOGU, now wish to be known and addressed as!
MRS.JOYAKUNNAERIC-MOSES. All former documents
remain valid. Nursing and Midwifery Council of Nigeria
and Federal Medical Centre, Keffi please take note.

I, formerly known as MISS ADAMA LADAN, now wish to
be addressed as MRS. ADAMA MANSUR IBRAHIM. All
former documents remain valid. NYSC and public to note.

I, formerly AKINLABI ELIZABETH BUKOLA, wish tobe
called YUSUFKUDIRATULILAHIARINOLA BUKOLA
Public to note. ¢
I, formerly FATIMAMOHAMMED TOMSU, now wish to
be named and addressed as FATIMAAHMED HARUN. All
documents remain valid.

I. formerly BILKISU IBRAHIM BUBA, now wish to be
named and addressedas BILKISU ABBAS MAHMUD. All
documents remain valid.

I, formerly known as ISHAYAV I SUF, now wish to be knowii j
as HOSEA YUSUF SAM BE. Former documents remain
valid. Public to take note.

I, formerly known as COKER FELICIA IFEYINWA, now |
w'ish to be addressed as MRS. FELICIA IFEYINWA
IZUEHIE. All former documents remain valid. NYSC and
general public should take note. ,

I, formerly known and addressed as *MISS ONWE
NONYELUM HELEN, now wislT to be known and
addressed as MRS. ONWE NONYELUM HELEN. All
former documents remain valid. NYSC and general public
to take note.
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T h e U Iti m ate L uxu ry Experience uncompromised comfort in the new Hyundai H-1

No matter the version you decide on you'll enjoy-the smooth

M i n i B u S i n N i g e r i a performance and marvel at the comfort and fuel economy.

Available in:

3«Seater Cargo van
» /-Seater Luxury Bus
» 9-Seater Luxury Bus
» 12-Seater Luxury Bus
k, H1 Ambulance

HYUNDAI MOTORS NIGERIA LTD
HYUnDRI
v Ahway* There For You — awHvtmnvi
HOTLINES: 08057767474, 01-8520012, 01-8520006, 01-8520009 ADVANTAGE
Victoria Island Gbagada: Abuja; Port-Harcourt; Kano; Warranty
a T a0y L ADEOCUN STREET PLOT 1 BLOCK B GBAGAOA IND. EST, LAGOS 0805 4099999, 08054299999, 0803 3264552,
: "01. ' 08054599999, 01-8520204, 01-8522040, 0803 4099999 0803 4299999 064 640862
01-8520774, 01-8520775. ) s )
W ! 01-4618654 01-8522661-2, 08057767456 0803 4077777. 0803 4277777. 08054399999,
e PLOT 1114A, ADEOLA ODEKO STREET Kattuna
01-8520006, 01-8529777, 01-2701877 .
a AKIN ADESOLA/180 KOFO ABAYOMI STREET SAL_E_S . FINANCE a SERVICE m SPARES a BO_DY SHOP 062 247810,
01-8520007, 01-8520012. E-moili hyimd»i»nles®hyufHI»t»>Ig»n3,cOm  mWWW. hyundai-fT>0tOr.COm 0803 7040138
01-8529444, 08034799899
a Fax; 01-4616278
Comex

aaan/0T4C
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THE STAMFORD BRIISGE CRACKER

ontroversy over the
Stamford Bridge pitch

and memories of last

Spanish or English champions
in the first leg of the first knock-
out round tie.

season’s momentous tussldylourinho, reacting to sug-

have added an extra spark to
Chelsea’s Champions League
showdown with Barcelona
today.

Chelsea’s muddy and bald-
ing pitch, described as a potato
field by Jose Mourinho and
criticised in the Catalan media,
is unlikely ter help either the

gestions they had deliberately
allowed the pitch to deteriorate
to hamper Barcelona’s passing,
game, said: “Only stupid pegple
can think that a team like Chel-
sea with the quality Chelsea
have can be happy with a pitch
like this.”

He added on Sunday that it

looked worse than it played.
“Sometimes you see beautiful
people with no brains but you
see ugly people who are
intelligent scientists. Our pitch
is abit like that.”

Barca are still smarting from
last year’s 4¢2 defeat at Stam-
ford Bridge (having won the

Ifirstleg 2-1) and know that they
can illafford a repetition o fthe
lapses that gifted Chelsea three
goals inthe first 20 minutes.

“I’ve still got the images in
my head of when the match
finished and wp were out,”
Brazilian Ronaldinho tojd
reporters on Sunday. “l don’t
want it to happen again this

year. We made errors and we
have to make sure we don’t
repeat them.

“One of the keys will be to
play football the way we know
how. We have got an advant-
age in having the second leg at
the Nou Camp and we have got
to make the most o fthat.”

Ronaldinho has no concerns
about Chelsea’s pitch.

“We know the grass is in a
bad state but itwill be the same
for both teams and I'm not
worried about it,” he said. '

Mourinho will make whole-
sale changes from the side that

string) and midfield compferfut
Claude Makelele (knee).
“Gajlas is Injured, in the
recovery process, and we will
have to wait abit more. I think
Makelefe will be ready but |

cannot say for final now,” said
Mourinho.

Ghana midfielder Michael
Essien is suspended for both |
games in the tie. UEFA made
their decision after watching a
video of a tackle he matk . ?.
Didi Hamann during a grou-f
match against Liverpool in De-
cember.

Barcelona recovered from !
their recent hiccup with a 5- j
1 victory over Real Betis at |
the Nou Camp on Saturday, |
World Player of the Year 1
Ronaldinho giving avirtuoso |
performance on his return.

The Brazilian, who missed i
Barca’s consecutive 1e~A*T
defeats against Atletico ]
Madrid and Valencia through *
suspension, made two and j
scored two in a rather ;
flattering win.

With last season’s”*defeat i

defeated Colchester in the FA
< Cup on Sunday, suspended
captain John Terry, midfielder
Frank Lampard and keeper Petr
CechTetuming.
Spain left back Asier Del
Homo will be fitafter injury but
there is more doubt over France

FC Barcelona’ Leo Messi, right,from Argentina and Ronaldinhofrom Braziljoke during a training session at the Nou
Okimp in Barcelona, Spain. Barcelona are due toplay Chelsea in the UEFA Champions League round of16 matche atthe

\Stamford Bridge ...tonight

defender Wiliam GalLas (ham-

Chelsea should fear re-energised Ronaldinho

nglish champions Chel-
Esea, under-fire for their
threadbare Stamford
jBridge pitch, will have to
| contend with a re-energised
| Ronaldinho when they host
iBarcelona in the Champions
| League tonight.

The Brazilian playmaker
| returned from a two-game
| suspension atthe weekend and
jscored twice in a 5-1 drubbing
| ofRealBetis.

Ronaldinho metted a
| memorable goal in the same

: knockout first round at Stamford'

i Bridge last season but Barca lost
| the game 4-2 tobow out

“I’ve still got the images in
my head of when the match

! finished and we were out,” said
the Brazilian.

Wednesday’s  first-leg
matches also feature Ajax
Amsterdam against Inter Milan,

; the only tie between teams that
lhave met in the final — the
j Amsterdam side triumphing2-0
jinRotterdamin 1972.

j AjaxcoachDannyBlind must
Icontend without his entire first-

choice midfield, as well as
influential Czech defender
Zdenek Grygera and will hope
Inter striker Adriano does not
rediscover his scoring touch.

The Brazilian has not hit the
target in his last nine games.

“I’m g”*mg throughadifficult
period, I can’thide the fact. But
I’m notgoing to letitworry me
too much either,” he said.

Werder Bremen host Serie A
leaders Juventus with midfielder
Johan Micoud warninghis team
mates they will be up against
possibly theworld’s best striker.

“Juventus have high class
forwards, and with David
Trezeguet you have in my
opinion one of the best, maybe
the best striker in the world,”
Micoud said of his fellow

Frenchman.

Juve coach Fabio Capellohas
problems in defence with
Jonathan Zebina, Gianluca
Zambrottaand Giorgio Chiellini
struggling to shake offinjuries.
Gianluca Pessotto could start
on the right and Federico
Balzarettiontheleft. -

Rangers will break new
ground when they take on

Villarreal at Ibrox, becoming the
first Scottish side to play in the
knockout stages of Europe’s
elite club tournament.

The Scottish champions
have underperformed in the
league butcoach Alex McLeish,
who will step down at the end
ofthe season, believes Rangers
save their best for European
nights.

Ajax have midfield headache for |

A ax Amsterdam will be
Wi theodkt= their first-
J. Vcchoice midfield for
today’s Champions League last
16 first-leg tie against Inter
Milan.

Czech Republic captain
Tomas Galasek suffered a thigh
injury during Sunday’s league
drubbing of RBC Roosendaal
to join Dutch international
Wesley Sneijder and South
African Steven Pienaar on the
sidelines.

Ajax coach Danny Blind
suffered another blow when

Czech international defender
Zdenek Grygerasuffered acalf
injury in training on Friday. He
will also miss the return leg in
Italy on March 14.

“We will be without one of
our best markers (Grygera), our
best attacking midfielder
(Sneijder) and our captain
(Galasek) who gives us our
balance,” a frustrated Blind
told DeTelegraaf.

Blind is likely to move
Hedwiges Maduro into
midfield for the only tie
between teams that have met

in the final, the Amsterdam si
trilimphing -0 in Rofterdam
1972 for the second o ftheir four
titles. Theyalso met in the 2002/
03 group stage with the Italians
winning both games.

Ajax have hitsome form after
an inconsistent season,
although three successive wins
have come against teams in the
bottom three.

Inter arrive in Amsterdamon
the back of one of their worst
Serie A runs this season. Back-
to-back defeats against
Fiorentina and Juventus were

followed on Saturday by a dour
0-0 drawwith Livorno that left
them third in the division, 12
points  behind leaders
Juventus.

The symbol of the team’s
frustration is striker Adriano,
who has not hit the target in
his last nine games.

“I’m going through a difficult
period, Ican’thide the fact. But
I’m not going to let itworry me
too much either,” the Brazilian
international said.

“Naturally, it weighs me
down a bit, but | know that it

by Chelsea in mind, Barca |
coach Frank Rijkaard may !
decide to beefup his midfield j
with the presence of Mark |
van Bommel tiftd Thiago |
Nfo'tta® in  which . case
Argentine teenager Lionel
Messi would start on the j
bench.

Brazilian international LAXEj
son and Mourinho’siformer |
protege at Porto, Deco, are j
expected to complete the'four- !
man midfield, while French I

.winger Ludovic-Giuly is still i

nursing a muscle strain and
has been left out of the squad.

nter test

will pass. Inthe meantime Wil
put upwith the pressure, which
is inevitable considering what
I represent for Inter.”

Inter travel . without
midfielder Juan Sebastian
Veron. The Argentine is out
with a knee iiqury and should
be replaced by David Pizarro.

Dejan Stankovic has
recovered from a bout of back
pain and is expected to take his
place in the centre ofmidfield.
Cristian Zanetti is suspended
after his sending-off against
Rangers.
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* Areyou avictim »farmed robbery attack?
* (iave you been involved in an accident or been a
witness to it happening to others?

*  Doyou have a touching personal experience you want to share?
*  Call us on these numbers let the world read vour story.
NEWS ROOM: 08039686854 and 08056418945

ADVERT: 08033202211 and 08033209894
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DITOR1AL
Third Tem: National Assembly stirs

"W Te commend the courage and patriotism of the Na-

tionai Assembly legislators under the leadership

T ofSenator | the Chukwwnerije who on Wednes-

day February' 152006, in a press conference confirmed, and

then thumbed down, the existence ofa plan to amend the 1999

constitution in order to grant the current elected office-hold-
ers another four-year term.

The statementofthe group made up of over 50 members of

the Senate and House of Representatives need to be highlighted,
because itis the firstdirect evidence, ifdoubt still exists, of the
existence of a third term agenda; for what was read to the
public was the different personal experience ofover 50 indi-
viduals who sit at the country’s highest law-making body.
' Chukwumerije, who spoke for the group during the press
conference, tagged “2007 movement: No to third term” said:
“Wethe concerned legislators of the National Assembly hereby
oppose, reject, detest, and denounce unequivocally the third
term ambition of Mr President and some governors. We do so
because it is self-serving, unconstitutional, undemocratic and
a retrogressive step into our sad historical experience.”

Continuing, he said: “We wish to use this opportunity to alert
Nigerians that the third term projectis real. It presentsadear
and presentdanger to the unity, stability, security, development
and progress of Nigeria and our nascent democracy. We want
Nigerians not to accept any longer the half-truths, lies, decep-
tion and manipulations of the president on this issue.”

Very clear words, very courageous and very'timely. Timely
because they came immediately after a former newspaper edi-
tor and now asenior special assistant to the president issued a
widely-drculated statement chiding the Nigerian media of
manufacturing a non-existent third term agenda. His state-
mentand other statements of less sober hue issued by a garru-
lous spokesman of the president must be seen as dishonest
and diversionary. Especially in the lightof the admission by

— -~“National Assembly legislators that pressures are being

mounted on them and on others known to them to supportthe
third term Agenda, and in the light of other recentand not-so-
recentdevelopments in the polity.

Several indicators pointto a conclusion thaton this issue of
third term, the president and his operatives are not being hon-
est with Nigerians. The president admitted in Germany two
years ago that he was under tremendous pressureto run for a
third term in office.

Since then, things have happened at a pace that is breathtak-
ing.

The presidentof the Manufacturers Association of Nigeria
called on President Obasanjo to disregard the constitution-
ally-imposed two-term limit and run for a third term. At last

National Political Reforms Conference, some of the

—-president's aides tried and failed to smuggle in adraft consti-

tution with a section recommending three terms offour years
for the president and governors.

A recommendation for three terms of four years again re-
surfaced in one ofthe National Assembly sub-committee on
the amendmentofthe constitution in spite of the fact that mem-
bers ofthe committee insisted that such matter was not dis-
cussed. Its dubious progeny notwithstanding, that it remains
one of the 103 sections of the constitution listed for review.
The National Assembly review team, packed full of the cronies
of the president, is primed to produce a report that facilitates
the achievement ofthe third term plan.

hj the face ofthese brazen acts of intimidation, undue influ-
ence and serial abuse of power, the Daily Trust salutes the
courage ofthe members of the National Assembly who have
spoken up for truth and for the country'. Itisour advice that in
the face ofobstinate power, they should stand firm and connect
with other Nigerians, so that a granite coalition of patriots can
be buiit to stop the third term train, as it leaves in its wake
a\ oidable carnage and destruction.

IYI l l
ver the last couple of months, | have received mixed reactions to my articles in
this column. I thought I should share a tew ofthem with you this week. Here
they are, some edited for space, grammarand spelling.

On “Agwai’s and Anenih’s warnings”

Sir,

It was with interest that | read a section of your recentarticle titled “Agwai’s and
Anenih’s warnings to politicians”. The purpose of this commentis to use the opportu-
nity to highlight implications o fsome ofyour observations and offer constructive sug-
gestions. |

You observed.

“As the army chiefhimselfknows, he ought to have leftthe army in March last year.
His immediate boss, the ChiefofDefence Staff, General Alexander Ogomudia, oughtalso
to have retired in October 2004. The Chiefof Air Staff, Vice Marshal Wuyep ought to
have gone in October last year. Ditto the police chief, Mr Sunday Ehindero. For some
not-so-inexplicable reason, their commander-in-chiefdecided to retain them.”

You also stated that,

“The mles ofretirement say both rank and file must leave the military after 35 years
of service or 55 years ofage, which ever comes first.”

While you are certainly entitled to read politics into it from your point of view, what
these observations unmask, in my view, is the poor institutionalisation of career plan-
ning.

The sheernumberofgeneralsthat are retired periodically (to inflate our pensions and
gratuities bill) betrays the fact that the Nigerian Armed Forces (particularly the Army)
is top and middle heavy. Rank-distribution imbalances inherited from rhe military era
are aggravated by bi-annual or annual “promotion board” rituals, with the underlying
principle being to spend a specified length oftime at each rank, after which Performance
Evaluation Report triggers a promotion, vacancy permitting. Nevertheless, too many
individuals are getting to very high ranks before age, age-on-rank, disciplinary, va-
cancy, medial, operations casualty and other mechanisms of attrition kick in.

When it is recalled that the difference in seniority between sequential cadres of
regular officers is only six months, the implications o fthis problem become apparent. If
officers “must leave the military after 35 years ofservice or 55 years of age, whichever
comes first,” no matter what, there is a dangerthat the country can find itselfappointing
new Service Chiefs every six months or every year!

On average, all overthe world, barring unusual circumstances, Service Chiefs serve
for between two and four years. The median tenure is three years. In other word, any
president that serves for two full terms of eight years (total) will typically appoint 2 -
4 Service Chiefs per service, if such Service Chiefs will have any chance of being able
to settle down into the job, understand it and make an impact before exit. From this
perspective, the current president, six years into a so far constitutionally mandated
maximum stay ofeight years in office, with effect from May 1999, is on his second (2nd)
ChiefofDefence Staff, third (3rd) Chiefof Army Staff, third (3rd)ChiefofNaval Staff, and
second (2nd) ChiefpfAir Staff He is still within the Bell curve, although I would not
be surprised if he decides to make changes within the next one year.

The problem in Nigeria, however, is that the tenure o fa Service Chiefis not specifi-
cally stated anywhere, which creates uncertainty for both the holder ofthe office and the
service concerned. This is unhealthy, at least in part because it means there is always an
undercurrent of real and imaginary lobbying for those positions on the part of its hold-
ers and those who see themselves as potential candidates.

The other angle to the problem is that unlike the case with lower ranks, the duration
ofminimum or maximum service atth” top ranks of Lt. General and General (orequiva-
lent) is not explicitly stated anywhere in relevant Nigerian documents - although this
is not by itself unusual internationally.

Lastly, by tradition, Service Chiefs - in any country - serve (within reason) at the
pleasure ofthe C-in-C.

There is no doubt that the conflict of these opposing traditional, policy, legal, his-
torical and institutional tendencies in career dynamics has created its own set o f pecu-
liar problems. For example, except in the Navy, where there was a massive (some say
Tsunami-like) clearing ofseveral generations o fsenior officers to simplify matters foran
officer from the 12th regular course, the gap between the current Service Chiefs and the
next layer of “not yet retired” officers in the Army and Air Force is widening.

Further, in all three services, senior Colonels (or equivalent) completing mandatory
coursework at the War College (or NIPSS), find themselves due for promotion to the
rank of Brigadier-General or equivalent, with only a few years left in service. After that
kind of investment, Nigeria is then denied their services just when they are maturing.
This is not very wise, and is even less wise when one considers that there are pressures
to increase the number o f officers admitted to the War College, irrespective of the dis-
tribution ofvacancies for appointments requiring officers o fthe rank ofBrigadier-Gen-
eral (or equivalent) and above.

My point is that politics or politicisation is not the only potential explanation for
the current situation. Nevertheless, in the Nigerian climate, rightly or wrongly, politics
is often read into non-political exigencies.

So what to do?

The above outlined scenario means that Nigeria should:

1. Conduct better projections of personnel requirements to maintain a streamlined
pyramid o fofficers from 2/Lt (or equivalent) to General (or equivalent). Tighter screws
need to be put in place to enforce attrition after mandatory courses, promotion exams,
Command and Staff College entry and graduation, War College (or equivalent) entry and
graduation. Similar personnel projections should be made for other ranks. These issues
can easily be resolved with computer models to get around the “Nigerian factor.”

2. Specify minimum and maximum tenure in various military appointments, includ-
ing Service Chiefs. In this way, conditions of service can be appropriately worded along
lines such as, “retire at the age 0f62 years or following the completion ofthree years of
tenure, whichever is earlier...” as is the case for ServiceChiefs in India.

In India, the previous retirement age of 60 was raised to 62 to deal with some ofthe
issues | have raised in this discussion. Whether 55 years'ofage is really appropriate for
Nigeria is a matter of policy that should be opened to debate.

These and other aspects of the regulation o fthe higher managements of defence fall
within the constitutional purview of the National Assembly. Although Section 218,
subsection (1) states. “The powers of the Presidentas the Commissiorier-in-Cbj*fofthe
Armed Forces ofthe Federation shall include power to determine the operational use of
the armed forces ofthe Federation.” And subsection (2) states, “Xhe powcrs conferred
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By Mohammed Haruna

on the President by subsection (1) of this section shall include power to appoint the|
ChiefofDefence Staff, the Chiefof Army Staff the Chiefof Naval Staff, the ChiefofAir Staff]
and heads ofany other branches ofthe armed forces of the Federation as may be estab-
lished by an Act of the National Assembly,” subsection (4) is very explicit. It states, !

“The National Assembly shall have power to make laws for the regulation of (a) the!
powers exercisable by the Presidentas Commander-in-Chiefofthe Armed Forces ofthe!
Federation; and (b) the appointment, promotion and disciplinary control of members of!
the armed forces ofthe Federation.”

Thank you for providing the opportunity to discuss these jnatters. S

Dr ISnwa Omoigui, Columbia, SC, USA.

On “Bode George and Nigeria’s demography”

Sir, )

Reading yourarticle titled Bode George and Nigeria's demography, 1was fascinated:
by yourarguments, which are notempirical ai all. Ofall otherindicesto measure Nigeria’s!
population, everything points to the South being more than the North.

1. Comparative geographical location of the North with other African countries in!
the same location.

Elementary, secondary and university enrollments.

Internally-generated revenue by every state.

Lately, GSM coverage ofthe South compared to the North

Aside from any other examples you gave in your article, can you please give me any!
empirical ones?

Thanks.

Abi Awolesi

Sir,

| have read some articles on GSM footprints and Nigeria’s population and wish to!
say that there isnothing new in the arguments advanced to challenge the fact of greater!
population figures of Northern Nigeria. Decisions on cellular telephony taken by the!
GSM companies are based largely on economic ratherthan demographic considerations.!
The GSM operators are profit-oriented concerns; they are not engaged in demographic:
data collection. Teledensity, GSM rollouts. Higher Capacity Switches and Cell sites,;
number of phone calls, etc, can never be basis for arriving at population figures. Yes,!
everything about cellular phones could be taking place in the South of Nigeria but as!
we all know the networks are rolling out in a gradualist fashion. They began from!
Southern Nigeria, where, today, their largest market is. Although they have probably!
covered most parts of Southern Nigeria, they are far from covering Northern Nigeria,!
which is 78 per cent of Nigeria.

There is no sensible demographer who will use data from GSM companies to arrive!
at population estimates, particularly where the geographic coverage is only partial, j

Nobody questions the higher income and educational levels in Southern Nigeria.!
More Southern Nigerians are aware o fand can afford cellular phones and their services.!
Southern Nigeria is more urban and more densely-settled than Northern Nigeria. North-!
em Nigeria is certainly less densely-populated than the South, but that does not trans-!
late into larger Southern population.

Some people think satellite imageries can be used to ascertain population size. This!
is wrong. Satellite imageries can show you structures on the ground, but they would!
not show you human beings. Satellite imageries are NOT SUBSTITUTES for popula-!
tion census.

Some people also think that the settlement pattern in the South gives it an edge over!
the North. Again this is wrong. In many Southern Nigerian localities with its linear
settlement pattern, compared to the scatter settlement pattern in the North, there are!
many buildings whose owners/occupants are in major cities and use them only during!
Christmas and other holidays. Most of the time, the houses are habited by one or two!
house-helps and maigadis. Visit localities in states close to Lagos and those in South-!
Eastern Nigeria during a typical work week and you will understand what | am saying.!

As for those who compare Nigeria’s population pattern with those of countries like!
Mali, Algeria, Chad, Mauritania and Niger, you cannot say that Northern Nigeria, whose
vegetation and rainfall pattern ranges from rainforest to savannah in large part is the!
same as those o fthese countries. Besides, because polygamy is much more prevalent in!
the more conservative North compared to the South, the fertility rate in the North tends!
to be higher. '

Finally, | continue to wonder why the so many Southern Nigerian demographers and!
geographers that have attained international repute and have travelled in Nigeria are!
not talking. Why have they left the field to non-professionals such as engineers and!
laymen to talk about what is certainly a specialised field?

Yarp Dantsoho, Kano.

On “Malu attheACF: Life-imitating fiction?” =

Sir,

You did it again!! | was anxiously waiting to read from you on this very topic, and!
true to form, 1’m not a bit disappointed. Just what 1had expected coming from you.

My point is Malu’s remarks about the organisation not doing ANYTHING for the!
North is expected. You don’t have to »> an ex-general to sec and know that. I'm sure
ACEF is too busy trying to make sure the Pr*rsidency comes back to the North to worry!
about some minor stuff like the Nortfebeii i the mostbackward part of the country, with!
so MANY ex-heads of state as her citizens.

If Malu was so patriotic, he si> \ * resigned from the Army when he had the'
disagreement with his Commander-in-C I- f. That is what a re  General would have!
done. For him coming back now saying he should have done something else is sour!
grapes. In a civilised society, the man v\A1 be court-marsh.illed. Can you imagine
Colin Powell saying what Malu had -said? Pm sure you know that Colin Powell had!
some major disagreements with President Bush.

As for Chief, 1bet you ifhe had gained what he was looking for from OBJ, he would!
have bfeen singing OBJ’s praise now. To Him, OBJ would have been a god with small g.i

Julius Abey, USA.

On “Dr Edugie Abebe and the NP1”

Sir,

As one of your regular internet readers that usually pick hon£? with you on many!
issues, | must also give you your due when it is called for. On this article, | would say!
thanks and well done. Not that it matters to you; nonetheless, it isfe right thing to do|
on my end.

Keep up the good work sir, as | have told you before. Nigeria needs many positive
inputs from allofus.

Julius ibey, I S i. m

t



