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: goes nort li­
the northern 

treat efforts to expand 
■.■s to spend over £8m 

■ar plan period, 
expected that more than 
hildien of school age will 

primary schools in 1975. although 
ill he more than double the number 

attending tn 1969. It is ironical that when 
the name Sokoto was synonymous with

a nnouncin, 
/Vinent wot. 

tree | 
the six not 
sioner for Education. Chief I ke. said that 
it was “disheartening" that while 70 per 
cent of children of school age were in 

I school in the Southern states, in the North 
I the proportion was below ten School fees 
1 in the Noith. where the new state 
I ' government have taken over voluntary 
\ agency schools. arc subsidised by the 

governments, but they still amount to £ I a 
term, which can be a heavy burden for 
parents of big families Chief I ke also 
said that his Ministry was planning a 

rsal 1 ducation v. ith a
uniform syllabus and system ol leaching < 
through' ml the country, and would I 
attempt to tackle (he problem of falling < 
Standards everywhere. (

I hr intervention of the Federal > 
nt h k him But the North- 

. South gap in education has such a long 
1 history and is so wide that it will lake 
1 many years to bridge if Nor is it simply a 
I North-South gap Among the Northern 
I stales themselves there arc huge dis- 
n crepancies, for example between Kwara 

I and North-East Inside each slate, too. 
, there arc great discrepancies, for example 
I in the North-West state the number of 

children in school in the former Niger 
Province is some three limes the proport­
ion in the former Sokoto Province Even

*3 ““■■■I 
■tvrm j I! .: I
political power in Nigeria, less than five 
per cent of children of school age in the 
provinces went to school At the same 
lime in what is now Lagos State, with its , 
population less than a tenth that of the 
area now embraced by North-West, ' 1 
North-Central and Kano states, over 
200.000 children were in. primary school, 
far more than those in the schools ot all. 
three states.

Fortunately the Northern states I 
appear to suiter no more than the South­
ern ones from the problem of “dropping- 
out", although in view of the small 
numbers at school any dropping-out in, 
say. North-l ast, is more serious than it 
would be in Lagos. There is however, a 
particular problem in some Northern 
states. The comparatively’ rapid expansion 
in primary education has meant that 
there are disproportionate numbers in the 
lower forms.

1 he low attendance at primary schools 
is reflected in the statistics for secondary 
education, teacher training, and univer­
sity and professional education. Although 
enrolment al Ahmadu Bello, the univer­
sity to whose finance the six Northern 
stales contribute, compares favourably 
with enrollment in the four other univer­
sities. Ahmadu Bello is meant to serve 
more people than the other universities 
combined. Il also enrols far more people 
from the Southern states than the other 
universities enrol from the Northern state-..

Obviously teacher-training is at the 
heart of the problem and the more back­
ward Northern states concentrate on it 
Kano, in particular, aims to increase lhe 
annual output ' '
year in 1969 I 
meantime there are a ver 
non-Nigerian teachers 
Northern states, particularly

relatively highly educated Kwara has 
problems it is said that in 1974, in spite 
of so many of its citizens finding woik in 
other Northern Slates, it will have a 
surplus of highly qualified engineers, but 
a serious shortage of plumbers

In general the proportion ol children 
at school diminishes as one 
wards Kano, the richest of t 
states, is making grea 
education and plans 
during the present four-ye; 
I ven so it is not expected I 
15 per cent of ch 
be in | 
this wi
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nity in 
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.ind envy shot

jo .-able to work and if it was 
operate against some stalo 
difficult even to man thej 
Yet everybody agrees that 

fundamental <ause ot envy and 
r.er Northern 
regions wis 
NorthtflWB

Looking
Nigerians h; 
the disparity 

theWT
Nigeria Goes 
Right

Q.r^Ca'

IVTi-’eria’s ehangeover to nght-hurJ 
1 ’driving on \pril 2 was heralded hy ship 
arens and church bells Hie entltr 
strength of the police force, assisted *• 
the arm;, airforce and navy person"- 
and hundreds of specially (rained tr?f 
wardens, had been deployed for tra' 
duties Practical!;, every road junctior 
Lagos was manned by traffic oftu 
anil in many parts of the city er-1' '■ 
lined the streets shouting “Drive right 
passing traffic I he switch was repot’ed 
to have gone very smoothly throughout 
the country.

As a precaution against possible road 
accidents the speed limit in towns has 
been restricted to 20 tn.p h for foul 
weeks Mr. Fenn Okunnu. Commis<tone- 
for Works and Housing, said that the 
change-over, apart from facilitating free 
movement would ensure more rapid ecofr 
omic integration of Africa.

A live-man delegation from Ghani W 
by Professor J S. W deGraft John* ' 
Director ot the Road Research Instit1'-'- 
witnessed the changeover. Ghana i* 
the only West African state with Jn'ing 
on the left.

x S'-0'

schools A disproportionately small 
number of girls in school is again a partic­
ular problem of the the most northerly 
states. The great disparity in the school 
attendance figures between say. Kwara 
and the North-West states, is partly 
accounted tor by the proportionately 
higher number ot girls at school uj Kwara

Looking ahead to civilian rule, some 
c suggested that because of 

in standards of education 
between the states there should be some 

of quota system for the federal 
services, to prevent certain states feeling 
that they are excluded. The chairman of 
the Federal Public Service Commission 
himself a northerner. has said that he 
opposes the idea. No doubt the device 
would be imp< 
tried it might 
which find it 
own services 
one fundamental .ause ot e 
resentment between the former 
Region and the soul hern 
competition for official jobs.
believed that southerners were motto- 
pobsing certain jobs, while southerner' 
believed that northerners were getting 
jobs not on merit, but tor political 
reasons Ihese deep misunderstanding' 
cannot be iemoved over-night, nor can 
the disparities in the levels ot education 
which gave rise to them But now that it 
can be seen the problem is not really a 
“North-South" one. many of the dangers 
should be removed Above all. provided it 
is seen that the Federal Government itself 
is treating the standardisation ot educa- 
lon as one of the keys to stability an-' 
unity in Nigeria, and is ready to spen2 

icy to achieve it. resentment 
ould he much easier to cor
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budget broadcast. Gen. 
need that the second phase 

the post-war reconst ruction program me 
the reactivation of economic activities 

and repairs to property - “has virtually 
' npletcd”. The National Commis- 

Rehabilitation will therefore be 
"in the next few months'* 

ins of reconstruction is being 
part of the nation's develop- 

rts Commented Gen. Gowon: 
“! would like to seize t*’ 
to thank most sincerely 
(hose who were involved 
work of rehabilitation”.

for expatriates 
n..r cent

I *’71 Nigeria met current 
t liabilities ot more than £230m . 
IIhough the ‘’0- and 180-day pay­

stem will be continued, it is to be 
Books, construction equipment 

-"•.-■rgencs 
wills'' ate t 
buses and

role” in the 
enterprises and 

is

pi ogress m the last financial year had 
been most encouraging, Gen Gowon 

said in his 1972/73 budget broadcast - 
and the outlook ahead was even brighter. 
1 he budget measures. although 
undramatic. reflect this optimism and 
have been welcomed with relief by most 
Nigerians

Of the expected gross current 
revenue ot £650m.. about £180m. will be 
allocated to State Governments and 
£160m will be set aside for the develop­
ment fund Almost all the estimated 
capital expenditure of £238in. will come 
from domestic sources. Gen. Gowon 
warned, however. that in spite of the 
increased foieign exchange earnings from 
petroleum, which accounted for 7() per 
cent of 1 vdeul revenue last year, the 
economy "is not altogether out of the 
wood yet" Because of this, foieign 
exchange controls are being retained And 
although the Government intends to 
authorise the remittance of all arrears of 
dividends ami profits blocked from the 
war years up to 14 December 1970, 
dividends tor the calendar year 
not be transferable until the 
situation improves

"Proceeding with caution" is t 
note ot the section ot the budget „ 
deals directly with ioreign exchange, 
ban on the importation of stockfish, 
instance, has been lifted - but only as a 
temporary measure to supplement the 
local supply of protein foods, the basic 
travel allowance has been increased to 
£100 (the limit for visits to other African 
countries was previously £25); monthly 
home remittances for expatriates has 
been restored to 50 per

During 1971 Nige 
import 
and alt 
inent sy ...
relaxed Books, construction equipment 1,1 accordance with 
required tor emergency maintenance and accepted nouns of equ? 
••oificial imports" are to be payable "on Equity shares ot at I 
sight", and buses and spate parts have iire ,o be sought in the foreign-owned 
been given gie.iter priority, being transfer- cu,nmercial banks. Alhaji Shehu said 
red to the 9()-day category. I he inclusion 11131 at Present the maximum Nigerian

buses is symptomatic of the import- Participation was three per cent. Steps are 
nice being given to transport, both a’so being taken to expand the activities 
because there is considerable public ol t,ie Nigerian Industrial Development 
concern about its contribution to the B;,nk “» enable it to play a "more 
rising c<>>t "I living (one of the budget's 
policy objectives is to increase the 
purchasing power ol the pound through 
price and tax reductions) and because ot 
its crucial role in economic development.

Gen. Gowon noted that work was in 
progress on the rehabilitation and recon­
struction of about 2.000 miles of roads 
all over the Federation, at a cost of about 
£50ni . and the budget has cut import 
duty on buses and coaches by 20 per 
cent, on commercial vehicles by 13 ' per 
cent, and on cars between ltd/’ and 25 
per cent, depending on engine capacity. 
I he budget statement also confirmed that 
Peugot and Volkswagen have been 
selected to manufacture cars in Nigeria.

Most of the budget broadcast was 
concerned with general statements of 
intent rather than detailed measures, thus 
"government is determined, by means of 
a decree and price control measures if 
necessary” to ensure that the concessions 
•ranted arc passed on to the consumers: 
me wide dispersal of industries will be 

encouraged by giving new incentives, the 
details of which are being worked out”. 
No mention is made of the iron and steel 
project, but negotiations for a super­
phosphate fertiliser plant and salt 
refineries are ‘’nearing completion”. /\ 
National Mining Corporation is to he 
established during the year to engage in 
the mining of solid minerals.

dynamic role” in the promotion 
Nigerian enterprises and the Fede 
Government is to establish its o- 
industrial and commercial credit hanks 
facilitate the indigenisation policy. T 
Post Office Savings Bank is to be kno- 
as the Federal Savings 
will be encouraged by 
from 2,/z per cent to a.,v

in .! 
participation 
Nigerians was 
nationalisation 
maintaining n 
the How of investment funds" Ina 
conference three days after the bi 
speech, the Commissioner for Finance, 
Alhaji Shehu Shagari. reiterated that 
Nigeria would not go in for indiscriminate 
nationalisation. "Where any’ nationalisa­
tion is deemed necessary . adequate 
compensation arrangements will be made 
in accordance with internationally 
accepted nouns of equity and tair play."

Equity shares of at least 40 per cent 
are to be sought in the foreign-o 
commercial banks. Alhaji Shehu

On manpower, Gen. Gowon pledged a 
continuation of the policy of promoting 
and protecting "the real interests of our 
working classes" but added. "It is 
essential that there should be industrial 
peace in the country’. No nation, and least 
of all a developing nation like ours, can 
afford constant disruptions of its services 
and industries." More police barracks are 
to be built and a third police college 
should soon be operating in Enugu. A 
salary review will be carried out for the 
Armed Forces and the Army's participa­
tion in non-nuhtary projects, such as road 
construction, will be widened to include 
participation in the construction and 
maintenance of barracks It is noticeable 
that the problem of galloping Army 
expenditure, which a year ago was 
causing so much concern appears to have 
been brought under control. Recurrent 
expenditure by the Ministry of Defence 
between April I and September 30 last 
year totalled £2 1.2m. compared with 
£61.7m in the same period of I‘>70

n"s Bank, and savir 
by increasing intere 
about 4 per cent.

Support for local industries has bee 
given by' reductions averaging about S 
per cent in excise duties payable on loc 
manufactures as well as by' reductions c 
between five and 10 per cent in the dutie 
on imported raw materials used by iocc 
industries "whose products should nou 
generally be cheaper than before”. As - 
result of the fiscal concessions in th« 
budget the Government anticipates a loss 
of about £50m. in revenue which it hopes 
will be compensated for by increased 
production from local industries. The 
super-tax introduced as a war-time 
measure has been abolished, the companyr 
profit tax remains at 40 per cent for 

rofits up to £5,000 and a new super tax 
f 45 per cent is payable by companies, 

making a profit of more than £5,000 a 
year. A capital gains tax has been 
introduced, payable on all sales of shares 
and trusts “where there is a suitable rise 
in value”.

One plant is to be sited m Kaduna, the 
other in Lagos and both are to begin 
operations in the current financial year. 
The cars will be sold at "competitive and 
reasonable prices” and will be "compar­
able in quality and sturdiness with their 
international substitutes"

I he Federal Government will have a 
51 per cent interest in these two indus­
tries, and the budget speech referred to a 
Nigerian participation in two other 
important sectois. banking and oil.

Moves toward participation in oil have 
been mooted for some time, but Gen 
Gowon has now spelled out the position 
"Negotiations will be resumed early in 
the financial year with the existing oil 
producing companies on the issue oi 
participation by' government in the 
existing oil companies and in their 
concessions". In addition. Decrees are to 
be issued soon for the establishment of 
the Petroleum Training Institute and a * .l 
Petroleum Technology Development 
Fund Attention will also be paid “to 
laying the plan for effective participation 
m transportation of petroleum products 
to overseas markets”

Banking was a less expected target.
‘i a hint was given only two weeks 
by Mr S O Asabia. deputy 

Governor of the Central Bank, who
for suggested in a lecture that increased

in the economy by 
preferable to outright ncv.c.

>n "if only for reasons of n'
management efficiency and . * 

... ...----- . . ..... !..•• i.. press
ludgel
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time to : 
thing or 
“Ali rig A new name today. An even 

greater future tomorrow.

’ y times you’ve had. Do you know we’re taken pretty much for granted,
would what Bobby’s been up to since The support we give you hasn’t

y you’ve been away ?” changed—but something else has.
r Is that big order really worth all You’ve known us for years as 

the frustrations it causes ? Sure it is. Barclays DCO. Now meet us as ...
ump- And we want you to get it because 

the paperwork comes through us. 
Shipping documents, letters of 
credit, all the money matters. If on a 
rare occasion something gets held 
up, you take notice of us. Otherwise

Lucky for some. Her husband's in Exports.
Most exporters’ wives, if they 

didn’t know their husbands, would 
begin to wonder how much they 
meant to them. Understandable after 
having a bottle of airport perfume 
thrust into their hands for the 
teenth time in three months.

You come home deadbeat. No 
i get a gift—just grab some- 
>n the way. Then you get: 

ight for you. Look at the
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sun. hissed

I

. struck a 
:yard and

its 
in? experience he 

a Key soap. He 
secret sources 

)ve the control

money 
“The

'F

last three or four years in this count 
shortages of sugar, milk, soap whi 
had experienced in the 
not recur and everyone . 
faction. The happiness of ben 
tyranny had never been so 
then. Bread became compar 
There was no more queue in 
ing anything and the newspapers 
their slanders against us of hoar 
being the cause of every < 
This is why I feel the strikes,

3 to the farm to 
leave the farmer to

'« to us at whatever price they 
i,.e opinion of the mammy the 
does not lie in controlling 
r»rices of the retailers but also ol 
iv.a, importers and manufact-

" goods must also
express this belief Anti workmen.
J herself almost double, has fallen down ever 

is like a drowned person men’s money never
• back like a hunch, all to ride to the hotels.”

The watchman’s bell had just
I yards away in the workj 
workmen rose to their feet to go to

iuuc> uiv .uc-niMory ot Dede and her friend Madam Altastes in JI
in hor ,l/m</, Decmber 3. 1971 and continued in the last two ‘ 
the cedi is the mam tonic fnr ,is..„ **

the work they had left the mammies 
made sure that they threw in their last 
quota. “But what is money after all,’’ 
said Madam Altastes “The world has 
changed and I don’t blame it. Young men 
don’t want to save money slowly. I’m 
wondering when this stumbling, this fall­

cease so that we walk upright.” 
upright7 - You don’t say it!" 

i the gan and beans seller “This

maybe 
this 
rdly 
rain

Iget seemed likely and it 
that social justice prevail- 

generosity from the higher 
>ups As more people do petty 
.ir problems become real and 
■ust be made to solve them.

at high prices." She heard 
f a horn and a long black 

car. smooth and glittering in the murky 
d past. Then turning to the 
she went on; "They say money 

irywhere. But the big 
falls down and they

Accra market, begt

Tt was half past one but the sun was not 
xyet strong to dispel the wind that had 
blown through the night causing a parch­
ed feeling in nose and throat. An indiffer­
ent observer following the movement of 
these trades-women as they hent forward 
and turned round j‘----
however, would have been more struck 
by their calmness than with any signs of 
sadness. It is true that one popular pro­
visions store had closed down in the 
market, that some men who lost faith 
became confused and took to drinking 
akpcteshie. that some clerks to whom 
monies were advanced by the mammies 
could not settle. The mammies were sorry 
but on the whole there was still left their 
dignified calm and sociability.

At Christmas Dede and her friends 
attended church in cheerful dresses. The 
maids Afua and M.insa and the school-  iiuu 
children arrived in Iheir best starched and observing the low spirits of Peter quickly 

grew serious and the men being respect­
ively attentive again, she went on to 
express her fears that the world would 
never again he what it used to be. “In the 

ntry the 
hich we 

previous years did 
of us looked satis- 

ing free from 
beautiful as 

iratively cheap, 
mg before buy* 
nnn»rS dropped 

led the u,e,r s,:lnuers against us ot hoarding, of
• Th*v being ,*u* cause of every economic ill. 
religion *s w*’y 1 *eel thtf str,kcs» f°r instance, 
of child- Were unca,,c<* For. The strikes last year,

you remember, made us to stop work for 
one or two days as the trains could not 
bring the cassava from the villages."

At this point a little red man raised an 
objection and said strikes were irrelevant 
to the topic of devaluation. But the 
schoolteacher cut in to say that nothing 
was irrelevant which showed mounting 
public loss and discontent.

“And I must add,” the stout mammy 
went on with a fresh recollection of 
emphasis, "that we the market women 
suspect that those who are back today to 
indulge in the old trick of putting all the 
blame on hoarding by retailers do so as an 
excuse from real hard thinking. I hold no 
brief for hoarding. But. surely, those of 
you who come to my fire and say 
’ Mammy, extra, extra.’ must know that 
I myself have been compelled to buy 
certain things a 
the hooting of

THE SEASON OF CRQSflS 
L21 ,of ?cdc and her friendMadam Altas,es in

Devaluation of the cedi is the main topic for* discuss ion?

There was something contagious in the 
laugh that accompanied the dramatic 
demonstration, for the cloth seller and her 
debtor stopped their quarrel and laughed. 
I he gari and beans seller who before had 

, - , been rebuking her child and brandishing a
.* i?Ut.. W.Ork?’ ,onB cane with noisy intimidation also 

joined m the laugh, while the child’s 
thought of hunger disappeared.

“Hill this to the brim,” said the mason, 
pushing his calabash to the wine seller. 
‘Master and Peter will join us. Hey, Peter, 

he cheerful like a man You don’t appear 
altogether in your spirits today, Peter.”

"Or, perhaps he doesn’t like the look 
of it - my dear.” said the wine seller, 
observing that Peter had not even tasted 
the wine. “Come try it, my dear. If you 
want quality palm wine, this is the time 
for it. Harmattan is here. See the foams.”

Anti Dede who had chuckled but now

ironed, though not new, dresses.
The noise among the workmen was at 

its height when the schoolteacher Was 
seen to change colour, and at length a 
timely remark from him being loudly -
commended, the workmen stopped their shortages of 
political quarrel and agreed that partisan ' " ' 
politics he taken out of the public educat­
ion campaign on devaluation. "Oh it is a 
sensible and proper thing indeed, what 
Master has said,” someone was heard 
saying above the turmoil. "This is not a 
matter for propaganda but education."

Now the debate was dropper 
women could carry on their talk 
could exchange their views on r~ 
the weather and the upbringing ot 
ren. They could talk about the Council 
officials and the Trade Ministry. The next 
to give evidence was the man from the 
Sanitary office who wore long black 
boots. He recounted the 
had undergone in buying ; 
had to pass through many s 
before getting the soap aboA 
price. People wanted to become rich ol 
any new thing. Immediately devaluation 

soap vanished from the 
ded.

getting 
People 

thing, 
was announced 
stores. It was hoard

"If we hoard at all. what could we do 
otherwise in this wavering and unsettled 
state?" said the provisions seller.

"But they never go 
control the prices and le 
sell things tc 
like." In the 
remedy 
only the pric 
wholesalers, 
urers. The movements of 
be known. To ex 
Dede had to bend 
start out her eyes like a drowned person 
and bring out her back like a hunch, all to 
show the posture she was reduced to by 
the bag of cassava she usually headloaded hundred 
from the farm to the road. as the wc

ing may
"Walk 

chimed in 
disturbing times we live in.”

Politicians who had risen before fall. 
Others previously unknown enter on the 
scene. Some said it must be war and war 
it was which caused traders all those 
speculations and deficiencies and small 
promptings, instead of far-sighted plans, 
and made leading figures live in the midst 
of fear and skirmishing bomb attacks

Ghana had just started another recon­
struction programme which would bring 
new changes How did the illiterate 
citizen see this9 She might not take part 
in politics, but she and the Cambridge 
Professor of Government could see in the 
same light. The “alienation.” observed 
the Professor “whether from the Con­
vention Peoples Party in 1966 or from 
Progress in 1972, may be no more than 
disenchantment and disillusionment with 
a party machine which failed to keep 
early promise. And since no regime 
Ghana is ever likely to do that, given the 
external restraints, the prospect is 
gloomy”. And with the voice of the 
ordinary citizen, the gari and beans 
mammy observed that we must not build 
too much upon promises “Once bitten 
by a snake, we begin to fear the earth­
worm."

All the mammies then turned to watch 
the schoolteacher for his opinion. “Oh no. 
they’ll settle things quite,” said he, 
disposed to take a more cheerful view.

And observing the low spirits of the 
gari seller, the mammy from the Volta 
basin looked up towards the northern sky 
and added approvingly. “Yes, . ‘ 
things cannot continue like this. At this 
time of the year this dry wind can hare 
last longer - perhaps it may rain 
tonight."

Another budj 
was the prayer 
ed to keep the j 
income groups 
trading their 
attempts musi u
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BUSINESS EQUIPMENT AND MANUFACTURE1 BEAM

Kalamazoo
BUSINESS SYSTEMS

Call or write to us for more details. 
Address: Kalamazoo Division, 
Business Equipment and Manufacturing

G E Ollivant ' Nigeria) Ltd .

D 0 Box 584 Apapa Lagos

Perhaps you never heard about the Kalamazoo Accounting System, and how much 
profit you can make by using it. It is the most efficient, easiest and economical 
accounting system. Ask those who have been using Kalamazoo and they'll tell you 
The Kalamazoo Accounting System will even be more economical in the crucial 
period when the change from C.S.D to decimals takes place. Change to Kalamazoo 
before 'D' day. because with it, the transition to decimals is simple.
Systemise now, decimalize later.
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The magic okoume 
wood
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Monthly Direct Express Service

Japan
West Africa

\\

details and space bookings obtainable 
through our agencies:

I lie town is unsp 
function rather than 
the I tee-studded pre 
Parts nt it .ire simil. 
(t.ihon it has the 
lor iis bonhomie 
as Libreville is siu 
<>n Saturdays" It 
television station since 1966 
all it is undeniably 
Gabon, principally 
lor the country’s 
foreign exchange 
timber and oil

cargo to/from other 
orts. direct or with 
nipment.

pevlacular. built tor 
slyle. with none of 

’Heltiness ot Libreville 
■ul.it to Douala, and in 
reputation of a Douala 
and its nightlife, where- 
ulfy and "dead except 

also has had its own 
But above 

the economic heart of 
beeause it is the centre 
two most important 
earning exports

PALM LINE AGENCIES OF 
NIGERIA. LTD , LAGOS.

LINER AGENCIES (GHANA) LTD..
ACCRA.

\s officials 
I port, 

lays, but it 
limber, the 

vas far and away 
port until after the 
ten oil was discover-

K LINE

Also accepting c?r
West African port 

transhr |

or

General Axeuls tn U.K. & Continent
KAWASAKI (LONDON) LTD

17. St. Helen’s Place. London. E.C.3
Telephone 01-588 2251 Telex 88J1J’

npius is generally described as the 
11 economic capital ol Gabon, but it is 

not really the commercial capital I he 
focal point ot Gabon remains the admini­
strative capital. Libreville. which is at 
least connected by road to the rest of the 
country, even it Gabon’s road network 
leaves much to be desired Port Gcntil. on 
Mandji island in the mouth of the Ogooin? 
River, much as Bonny is in the mouth ot 
the Nigei. is only accessible from the rest 
of Gabon by air and by water- I here is 
not even a terry to provide a slow road 
link, nor yet a plan for one. or alterna­
tively a plan tor a bridge.

Inhabitants --i Port Gentil tare they 
called G’i ntiipor;.■ >. \ oi perhaps Gcnitl- 
)>•!> fiitHs ’l d-> not seem Io mind, or at 
least aie resumed to isolation And there 
i- ol course the airpoit Ihis is Poit- 
Gentil’s main link with the rest ol Gabon. 
- - n is not surprising lo discover that it is 
the third busiest airpoit in francophone 
\trica. alter Libreville and Dakai. I he 
ii.illk is <lue m pail io the number ol

lernal Hights >1 the liansgabon airline, 
at also I-- the numbers ot private aircraft 

belonging to companies Gabon has 
aliogeiliei over 100 airstrips of varying

Although lot the last yeai or two 
Gabon's limber production has been 
sialic the prospects are thought to be 
encouiaging as new roads open up new 
areas I he building of the first section ol 
the I ransgabon railway. ultimately 
intended to lake the iron ore known to 
exist in large quantities at Mekambo in 
eastern Gabon, will benefit the timber 
industry by opening up the tikuuine-i rich 
Booue region.Although there is a growing 
Gabonese involvement in the industry, n 
is one sector where I rench interests arc 
still very predominant, through the 
agency ol the powerful Office de Bois 
which has the monopoly of unprocessed 
timber exports. It was precisely' because 
these interests, 
from building a 
World Bank has been diggi 
on the financing of the rai 
that

( ailing at
MAT A DI. PORT HARCOURT. LAGOS 

AJ’APA.TEMA. MONROVIA. 
FREETOWN. ABIDJAN.

POINTE NOIRE

Gabon’s timber has been sought after 
in I uropc since it provided the material 
lor wainscoting m one of the palaces of 
1 ouis \I\ . but it was only towards the 
end ol the I'Mh century that it became 
feasible I" transport it on a large scale 
Ihis was how port Gentil was born, 
named alter a French colonial admmis- timber exports. It was precisely 
tiatoi of the "scramble for Africa" these interests, above all. would benefit 
period Its location by Cap Lopez, at the from buildinga railway to Booue. that the 
mouth of the Ogooue. meant that it was World Bank has been digging in its heels 
an ideal depot tor all the giant trunks on the financing of the railway. I gather 
which the ton ■riel', of the river valley at that the timber companies have now 
such places as Lambarene and \djole agreed to improve the terms they offer to 
were sending downstream \s officials the Gabonese, and the much delayed 
here point out. there is no actual port, financing package for the S250m. project 
only a series ot serviceable quays, but it is likely to be sewn up this year, 
was the place tor taking on limber, the Another obstacle to expansion, say the 
commodity which was far and away factory management, is labour shortage, 
Gabon’s principal export until after the remarkable in \fnca. It arises from a 
Second World War, when oil was discover- number of complex factors, including

cd. also in the Port Gentil a tea. Even tn 
I960 timber accounted lor three quarters 
of Gabon's export earnings.

What makes Port-Gentil a dislincively 
limber town, however, is the giant ply­
wood factory of the coinpagnie FTancats 
de Gabon (CF’G). which has been 
operating since 1948. and has the reputa­
tion of being the second largest plywood 
factory m the world (the first is in the 
USSR). Gabon is the world’s only 
producer ot the legendary okoithie hard­
wood. which has the peculiar asset of 
combining lightness of weight with 
resilience, and is much sought alter tor 
plywood. Flying over Gabon you can see 
in the abundant virgin forests which still 
exist, m spite ot the massive exploitation, 
the tall pinkish trunks of the okottine 
I he factory, which is entirely owned by 
Fiench business interests, takes the logs 
wet from the Ogooue. and. under one 
cathedral-like roof, the wood is sawed, 
planed, shaped, glued and pressed. I he 
final output, in neat packing cases, was in 
1971 65.000 cubic metres. Ol these 
I(>.000 cubic metres arc consumed in 
Africa, including (>.000 cu metres .it 
home in Gabon, and another (>.000 in the 
other countries of the Central African 
Customs Union (UDI-AC) of which 
Gabon is a member Although other 
timbers are now being encourages, the 
magic okoume still forms the bulk of the 
timber used.
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factory 
the freque 
ships, thei 
from the rest of this 
undeveloped cour 
from the refinery.

However the t.ireet lor production this 
year is 80.000 cubic metres, although 
over the last three yeais. production has 
slightly declined (from 75.000 to 65,000 
cubic metres!

Prospecting tor oil has been going on 
in some torin since 1928 It was only

since the setting up in 1949 ol the 
Societe des Petroles d’Afnque Equatonale 
(usually known as I LF-SPAFE) which 
also prospected in Congo-Brazzaville, that 
successful strikes were made, and the first 
well started production in 1956. A 
terminal was built at Cap Lopez, near 
Port-Gent il, and the first tanker was 
loaded in 1957, in which year Gabon 
produced a little under 200.000 tons of 
crude oil. Production of crude has 
expanded regularly, passing Im. tons in 
1964 until in 1969 is passed 5m. tons 
(about 36m barrels). Production in 1970 
was over 5.4m. tons and in 1971 reached 
nearly 6m That for 1972 is confidently 
expected to be increased again, and it is 
known that the two most important o! 
the twelve wells in production, at Gamba 
and Anguille. have reserves of 20m. each 
In 1959, to speed up exploitation. EL- 
SPAFE brought in Shell and Mobil. Shell 
in particular discovered the Gamba well, 
which with that of Ivinga are producing 
600.000 tons anually between them. 
Petroleum products now constitute more 
than one third of Gabon’s export earn­
ings The new deal between producing 
countries and the companies brought an 
extra 800m CFA to Gabon.

UDE AC states (5 per cent each C 
Gabon. Cameroon. Chad, (’AR <!■ 
Congo-Brazza); 37.50 per cent for (■ 
promoters, the oil companies ELF 
Total; and the remaining 37.50 per 
for the distributors Agip, BP, M< 
Petrofina. Shell and Texaco who have 
monopoly for sales in all five UDEA" 
states (Chad is not now' in fact a meinbe 
of UDI:AC. but was a signatory to th 
agreement setting up the refinery ■ 
Between 15 and 20 per cent of Gabon’ 
production is now piped to the ret mens 
from the Cap Lopez terminal. The­
re finery’s capacity is now over 900.00C 
tons, and it is expected to pass the million* 
ton mark in 1973 Initially one refinery- 
was considered enough to handle all the- 
UDEAC market, but demand has risen so 
rapidly that at the last summit of Central 
African heads of state it was formally 
agreed that there should be two new 
refineries, at Douala in Cameroon and al 
Pointe Noire in Congo-Brazza, to start 
operation in 1975. And it seems that ELF 
will be master-minding the running of 
these refineries as well.

The business of oil and timber alone 
make this a thriving town of 30-40,000 
people. There are also a number of other 
industries soap, oxygen-acetylene. as 
well as a project for a giant fertiliser 

using natural gas But. in spite of 
"uent flights and the arrival of 
were remains a strange isolation 

5 immensely rich hut 
intry. All the products 
y. for example, even for 

the Gabon internal market, have to leave 
by tanker to Libreville.

under-population, poor communications, 
as well as Gabonese chauvinism, which 
leads to suspicion of outsiders coming in 
to Gabon to work Its practical results are 
the permanent large recruiting boardings 
outside the plywood factory, and a very 
high turnover ot labour within. Very 
often, say the management, peop'........ '
to work tor a couple of months 
then return to their villages.

The Gabonese bandleader Hilauon 
Nguema Ndong has'a song which satirises 
the okounie woikeis

Monsieur Gucnot
/I vti illuitii
l.vs travaiUcurs 
De rokoitoie o. 
Ont pas vouhi 
Travailler-o, 
Ils ont i ■ :iht 
Dinner le chii-i ha-cha

(Which mein-. roughly. "Monsieur 
Guenot whn was presumably a French 
employer is having a hot time. The 
okoume workers didn't want to woik. 
they wanted to dance the cha-cha-cha)

But it is undesirable work, very 
hot and dusty, with some accident risk, 
and laboui conditions aie not very good, 
there is a union, but "not as you would 
understand it in Europe” Only now, it T.A/rM 
seems is the management getting round WO FHOi 6 
to a special housing scheme for workers UDEAC refineries

An increasing amount of Gabon’s oil 
production goes to the other main 
industrial feature of Port Gentil, the 
UDEAC oil refinery, which started 
production in 196“ The share capital of 
1,200m. CFA (a little under C2m ) is 
divided on the basis ot 25 per cent for the

□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□a  □□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□□
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The development of Universities in 
Nigeria by \duka Oku for (l.oti^nian's 
11 5d. paperback
TTs Nigeria the only country 
^•controversy about higher edth 
to the establishment of a significant 
political party? For the meeting held in 
Lagos in I‘’34 to protest against the 
proposed Yaba llighei College was in 
effect, as Dr Oka for notes the first 
meeting ot the Nigerian Youth Move­
ment And just as the NYM criticised tne 
college for being "second-best”, the rival 
NNDP supported the proposed college 
Nor was this the List time that higher 
education cnieied national politics The 
failure <v the Council to re-appoint Dr 
N’loku as Vice-Chancellor of Lagos 
I’niverty was seen by many in the then 
I astern Ke.... . as yet another example of
tribal politics. und the dismissal of Pro­
lessor Oyviniga at Ife, whether justified 
or not. was seen to reflect the Action- 
Group-Akmtola dispute

These are two of the three cases which 
Dr. Okafor discusses in his chapter on 
"Academic Freedom, Autonomy and 
Politics in Nigerian Universities” I he 
other case, which is very different is that 
ot Professor I K. Lindsay, who was 
dismissed from the University at Nsukka 
for criticising the conduct of aflaiis at the 
university, including the setting up of a 
department ot fisheries tn a place 250 
miles from the sea Dr Okafor hesitates 
to call the cases of the two Nigerian 
professors "breaches of academic free­
dom” although claiming that the award 
of damages by the court to members of 
the staff who resigned because ot the 
Oyenuga case was ”.i landmark in the 
history of Nigerian .i.advinic freedom”. 
In Professor Lindsay's case he considers 
that the criticisms were entirely' 
inappropriate (the professor is not, as Dr 
Okafor says. ,m Irishman hut a West 
Indian), not everybody would agree

The greater part ol the book is a 
straightforward account, summarising for 
example, the findings of the Asquith and 
l lliot Commissions which led to the 
establishment of the first universities in 
West Africa, and of the Ashby report 
which led to the vast expansion of higher 
education. There are a number of statist­
ical tables, and the courses, degrees and 
certificates now offered by the Nigerian 
universities are described. There is j 
useful discussion of Ihe place of ‘ gener­
al” degrees, and of courses in African 
studies

Dr. Okafor has an interesting descript­
ion of the importance that university 
education occupied in the minds of the 
early nationalists.
Bly dun and Casely



Week-ending 14th April, 1972WEST AFRICA44S

Ethiopian Values

Studies ui African History

H
Robert Pinkney

■AFRICA

till

Death.

ADDRESS

NEW FROM 
METHUEN

GHANA UNDER
MILITARY ROLE
1OT6-1S69

in *

•u. who ideilly 
ig. except when

merely - - - 
of students that these 
West African Natior 
them, always s 
university. Not 
ested m the training 
the assertion of mte!

AFRICA ANNUAL REVIEW
1972

concerns of the 
especially js ev 

iting. and work m 
fields " I he phallus is the focus of 

this esteem for manhood, and it appeal' 
symbolic form throughout their cult- 

.-. Women are seen as the weakenersol 
•n. whose vitality is drained by sexual 

intercourse, and tor this reason married 
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because of the probable shortage 
se pioneers, and the 

. . ma! Congress after 
spoke of a “West African" 

>r were they so much inter­
ng of manpower as in 
tellectual independence 

and equality. They were concerned that, 
however valuable education overseas 

I might be. it could “denationalise" young 
Africans. Casely Hayford insisted that the 
site for his university should be far away 
from the coast. Dr. Okafor. himself a 
member of the staff of the university, 
considers that it is the fulfillment of Dr. 
A/ikiwe’s dream in the establishment of 
the University at Nsukka which most 
faithfully fulfills the ambition of the 
pioneers, although it is not altogether 
clear in what way the content of its 
education is more Nigerian than that at 
other universities in the country.

Indeed, throughout the book there are 
constant references to the need for the 
universities to have a “Nigerian char­
acter" although this character seems 
chiefly to consist in the teaching of 
African languages, history etc. instead of 
European. Indeed. Di Okafor himself 
clearly believes that the university is an 
institution of universal value and. for 
example, in an interesting discussion ot 
the achievements and weaknesses of 
Ibadan, defends that university against 
the critics who thought that it should be 
partly “non-residential" in order to 
increase the intake. He also notes, m his 
account of efforts made in Lagos towards 
the end of the last century to raise money persona! 
for the proposed training college which )R. (
might blossom into a university, that 
local rich men were reluctant to produce 
the necessary money. He suggests that 
after all. in spite of lip service to the 
theory that higher education should be 
conducted at home then, as now. Niger­
ian parents, if they could possibly afford 
it. might preter to send their children 
overseas. He also wonders whether, if the 
British government had not produced the 
money for launching Ibadan. Nigerian* 
would still have ensured that it came into 
being, as the Ghanaians ensured the 
foundation of Legon Because the British 
government was in favour of a single 
university in West Africa, with head­
quarters in Nigeria, the then Gold Coast 
government decided to go it alone.

Dr. Okafor’s manuscript has had an 
unhappy experience. Il was completed in 
I*>67 But the crisis delayed publication. 
I lie result is that there is. lor example, no 
discussion o! the problem of financing 
Ahmadu Bello University now (hat it is 
the responsibility of the six northern 
states rather than of the former Northern 
Region. Of the university which is coming 
into being in the Mid-West we are told 
only ot the establishment of a committee 
to examine the possibility. On the other 
hand the proposed university at Port 
Harcourt is spoken of as though it was in 
operation, and we learn nothing of the 
difficult relations between the three 
states formed out of the l-aslern Region 
and Nsukka University U

A cleat ami detailed account ol 
the way in which the military 
police regime which overthrew 
President Nkrumah in 
established itself as the recog­
nised government and eventually 
restored democratic civilian rule 
Ihe author closes with the 
thought that the changes 
instigated by the regime may not 
prove radical enough to ensure 
the survival of parliamentary 
democracy a perception which 
has proved remarkably accurate 
in the light of recent events in 

I Ghana.
■ £2 00. paperback C 1.00

The Konso of Ethiopia, hy C R Hallpike 
(Oxford. 1'5).

In the far south-west of Ethiopia live 
the Konso. some 60.000 of them, “thick 
on the ground" as Dr Hallpike puts it. 
and concentrated into a number of 
ancient towns tn the mountains 'Ihey 
have a long-standing tradition of loyalty 
in each town, and suspicion of outsiders 
Their fields they own individually, they 
are industrio".-. wai like, ingenious with 
their hands, and quick to assert their 
rights. “They lb .• ■-•|ose to famine if the 
rains fail, and a pre. '<> all the miseries of 
sickness, locusts ..urrain and violent 
death . ." I he > oi Dr. Hallpike's 
study is to " am.-., how the social
institutions i Konso and their re­
ligious rituals .ire Liven coherence by their 
values"

These values .> Hallpike summarises 
us folio . . •■ I lu y believe that rainfall, the 
fertility of women, animals, and crops, 
and success in war and hunting, depend 
on the maintenance of social harmony 
and peace, and ■ Lite in .ill its various 
manifestations, and peace are two of their 
most dominant value' Consistently with 
their high evaluation of peace, they 
admire sociability, co-operation, discuss­
ion. and a nisi subordination according to 
age and seniority, as sanctioned by ancest­
ral tradition. They reject the idea of being 
governed by one man. and ol arbitrary

I authority in general, but there 
uiv recognised outlets for individual 
enterprise, and they place a high value on 
the worth of the person, one of the 
worst crimes in their eyes being to put.1 
price on someone’s head, by blooJ 
money . or by selling one's children."

Lite is manifested tor the Konso “in 
the fertility ot women, animals, and 
crops, the p«>e«7/<z or priest is pre-emin­
ently the bnnger of I ife. in his role as 
sauil'cci I lie grave is the symbol1 

there is a sy mbolic opposition 
and the prie 

hould I.ill no living thin;
sacrificing"

One oi the chief , 
Kanvo is masculinity, 
pressed in warfare, hunt 
the
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from

today the crocodiles which live in the 
lake at Paga. on Ghana's border with 
Upper Volta, and which respond in such 
friendly fashion to the call announcing

register of current research 
into education in the 

ig countries of the Common-

A Historical —*'
Kwanuna H Dickson (C 
Mty Press. C2.20, $750)

A paperback edition of a book first 
—bhshed in 1969 describing the people 

’•ganisations, 
acts, manu- 
the earliest

that their food is ready, are treated with 
great respect and are feared by nobody .

Mr. Guggisberg does not discuss the 
trade in crocodile skins, although deplor­
ing the savage massacre to which it gives 
rise Crocodiles, like those in the lower 
reaches of the Gambia River, which live 
in salt water are not in great dangersince. 
I have been told, the salt makes their 
skins unattractive another detail on 
which one would have liked confirmation 
from Mr. Guggisberg.

The Gold Coast Nation and National 
Consciousness (1911)
Rev. S. R. B. Attoh Ahuma
With a new introduction by J. D. da Graft- 
Johnson
Second Edition 
99 p.i<l<”. £2 50

The Northern Tribes of Nigt 
An Ethnological Account of the 
Provinces of Nigeria, together with 
the 1921 Decennial Census (1925) 
C. K. Meek 
New Impression
I-.-.'ii Vi'ls 332. 276 pages fl I 50

The Economic Revolution in British Wes 
Africa (1926)
Allan McPhee
With a new introduction by A. G. Hopkins 
Second Edition
346 pages £3.75
Eleven Years in Central Africa (1872) 
Thomas Morgan Thomas
With a new introduction by Richard Brown 
Second Edition
450 pages illus map £6 50

A New Account of Some Parts of Guinea, 
and the Slave Trade (1734)
Captain W. Snelgrave 
New Impression 
288 pages £4 00

Narrative of an Expedition into the 
Interior of Africa (1837) 
M Laird and R. A. K. Oldfield
New Impression
Two Vols 469. 456 pages £14 00_________

The Truth About the West African Land 
Question
J. E. Casely Hayford
With a new introduction by Professor 
E. U. Essien-Udom
Second Edition 
238 pages L 3 50

Chronicles of Uganda
Robert Pickering Ashe
With a new introduction by John Rowe 
Second Edition
510 pages £6 30 j

A History of the Beja Tribes of the Sudan 
(1954)
Andrew Paul
New Impression
1 74 paip,'-. illus £3 00_____
Benjamin Anderson's Journeys to Musadu 
(1870: 1912)
Benjamin Anders
With a now intre_____  ,
New Edition
186 pages £3 25_____________________
Collection of Central African Languages 
(1862)
Heinrich Barth
With a new introduction by
A. H. M. Kirk-Greene 
Second Edition
Two Vols 350, 300 pages £20.00
Cusomary Law of the Haya Tribe, 
Tanganyika Territory 
H. Cory and M. Hartnoll 
Nev? Impression 
376 pages £5.50

A Visual History < 
Clarke (Evans Bro the.

Child’s introduction to pre­
serve as “ballast . assisting their host to independent Nigeria Reprint of a book 
submerge or swim by “lowering the first published in 195«.
centre of gravity"?He also questions the
"man-eating” myth, without denying the Africa Through the Ages by Margaret 
dangers to which people often expose Shannon (Evans Brothers Ltd. 39p) 
themselves. In West Africa the dangers, he Child’s tour of Africa from earliest 
maintains, are not great, the dwarf and times to the nineteen hundreds. Reprint 
I he long-nosed crocodile being harmless, of a book first published in 1964.

Crocodile culls are familiar in West Education in the Developing Countries of 
\fnca. There has been a powerful one in the Commonwealth: Research Register 
Ashanti and in parts of Northern Ghana. 1970-7) (The Commonwealth Secret- 
and a dangerous one in Sierra Leone. Even anal, 50p).

1.................. A biennial
programmes 
developing 
wealth.

ife of one of the most controver­
sial characters of the American Recon­
struction era. basically a revision of the 
author's doctoral thesis examining the 
validity of generalisations about 
muddled era of the transition 
American negroes from slavery 
freedom.

mechanistic principle, but derive from 
man's needs for some general body of 
rules to order his life. Nor does the Konso 
view of god and the earth, their cosmo­
logy, merely “reflect'' the society's total 
experience. It is itself creative”.

With this theoretical guide-line Dr. 
Hallpike has produced a vivid picture of a 
people who have been little touched even 
by the culture of Ethiopia’s Amharic 
rulers, although society has been affected 
by the establishment of law and order 
Today there is a Norwegian Lutheran 
school and clinic. although Dr. Hallpike 
concludes that in religious matters the 
Konso have het 11 almost unaffected by 
outsiders

There aie some attractive photographs 
and a numb-i of diagrams 1'his also 
claims to be th, first hook in British 
social anthropology for which a computer 
has been u-i-.l i.t analysis m this case 
ol the K.e,,. veneration grading system

Books and Publications 
received:
Hofmeyr by Alan Paton Abridged edition 
of Oxford Paperbacks from South Africa 
(Oxford University Press. Ci.SO)

Abridgement tor American readers by 
Dudley C Lunt of Paton’s powerful 
biography of J. H Hofmeyr. South 
African politician who was acting Prime 
Minister tor long periods during Smuts 
tours of Europe and America and whose 
liberal convictions kept him under 
sustained attack from nationalist 
afnkaneerdom
From Slavery to Public Service: Robert 
Smalls. /9.?V-/9/s by Okon Edet Uy a 
(Oxford University Press, C2.70, paper­
back 90p)

The life of one of the most controver-

pubhshed in 1969 describing the 
of Ghana and their social orgi 
migrations, agriculture, artifac 
failures and history from 
times to the present day
East African History f 
Year by Mary Hodges 
Unwin, 50p paperback)

The note form in which this book is 
written makes it useful for revision before 
examinations

f A It’ 
12 75). 
West Africa would 

regard crocodiles as a tourist attraction, 
but Mr Guggi-.K ig, as part of his plea for 
saving the crocodilian family from 
extinction, points out that the Nile 
crocodile, in particular has become very’ 
scarce in areas where it used to be 
common I he human craze lor using 
crocodile skin tor handbags and shoes 
threatens the survival of a specie 
been in existence for something 
million years

West Africa’s own species, the “long­
snouted” and the "broad-fronted” 
crocodile are not in as much danger as the 
■aiurians are in some parts of the world. In 
some parts ol West Africa the Nile 
crocodile is generally referred to as an 

alligator” The "broad-fronted" 
crocodile is also sometimes referred to as 
the “dwarf crocodile"

Although Mr Guggisberg’s main 
interest is scientific, he does not ignore 
the extensive folklore that surrounds 
these reptiles, lie discusses, for example, 
theories about the pebbles which are so 
often found in the stomachs of 
crocodiles, arc they swallowed in the 
interest of digestion, or do the stones 

"ballast", assisting th 
: or swim by “lo\ 
I gravity"?He also ques 
ling" myth, without d« 

people often ex 
Africa the danger 
great, the dwarf and 

losed crocodile being harmless.
8 cults are familiar in West 

j powerful one in 
Northern Ghana.
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Ce®lis
and pesewas

call us

APRA 00241 J

The biggest bank in Ghana 
gives you the best advice 
about Ghanaian currency 

and finance. About foreign 
exchange, development 

projects and business 
ventures. With branches 

and agencies everywhere in 
Ghana and connections in 

Britain, the Continent.
U.S.A, and Asia, we provide 

the service you need.
We can help you better 

... you can bank on that.

EBMMEnGSM.
BANK

Head Office: P.O. Box 134. Accra. Tel. 64314-7.63524. 63523 & 634S0 
London Office: 63 Cheapside. London. E.C.2.F 2BB 

Togo Office: 14 Rue do Commerce. Lome. Tel. 55-7112
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MATCHET'S DIARY

or

in

TELEMOME 
01- 392-4655

. fashion. “Shakespeare 
something abiding, in 

Some other 
the contentpora" 

"bad because

SPECIALISTS IN SHIPPING 
LUGGAGE, HOUSEHOLD 

GOODS AND CARS

EPSOM
28301

<;/’ zl Jnca. 
returns to

insurance and packing 
UNDERTAKEN

TO ALL WEST AFRICAN 
DESTINATIONS

AT ECONOMICAL RATES

OR WRITE TO:
P.O. BOX 79 Epsom, Surrey

SHIPPING AGEN"

SECOND HAND
CARS, BUSES, 

TRAILERS, TIPPERS, 
FORK LIFT TRUCKS ETC. 
Now available 

at Export Prices 
Speciality:
Used cars Peugeot, Mercedes and 
Volkswagen
Tippers. Bedford, Mercedes, Henchell 
etc.
Fork-Lift-Trucks: Heyster, Yale, 
Clark etc.
All cars are left hand drive 
•ALL VEHICLES MAXIMUM 
DISCOUNT - TAX FREE 
For prices F.O.B. Rotterdam or C & F 
West-African Port please apply to:

u,.... because of 
connections, that he ha» 
roving ambassador tor 
interesting.
Ghedeinah
Ashanti.

Shakespeare
and Africa

I Leo 
of Africa

Africanus’ History 
in 1600 that 

spread of 
in England” He 
of the mixture of 
travellers' tales. 
•c direct know- . 
of a surprising | 

produced 
hcu the dramatists. | 
Shakespeare s Othello 

Hie London stage, in J6®**

lolitician, Mi. Joe 
Filner lieutenant 

his per 
in the

ZANDON
International Traders N. V.
Wester si ng el 52— P.O.Box 1238
ROTTERDAM-HOLLAND.
Telex 23213—Tel. 36.05.87
After office hours: 32.16.87

knowledge
traces the development 

iped legend, fantasy and 
f'*r which, l"

ledge am

yet written sum 
ire and the
In his lirst book, published in 

Othellos Countrymen Dr Jones 
tells us that it was the publication ot the

With Umabatha. the Zulu entertain­
ment based on Macbeth. tollowing the 
Black Macbeth on the L ondon stage, and 
even body talking about African enthus­
iasm tor Shakespeaie. I have gone back to 
the two books-by Professor Eldred Jones 
„t Fourah Bay which belter than any­
thing vet written sum up the attitudes nt 
Shakespeare and the I h/abethan to 
Africans l» 
1965.

/Ghana’s militaiy rulers have not had I nglish version of 
much success in associating prominent Ullj Description o, ..

civilians with the regime. But now two was “the major landmark in the 
very well-known politicians have agreed knowledge of Africa 
to act as the regime’s roving ambassadors 
abroad. Mr. Konila Ghedemah, now ag;2 
59. was the man chiefly responsible for 
organising the ( PP s first election victory', 
m 1950 He was ,t very able Minister of 
Finance and his departure into voluntary 
exile in 1962 was a blow for the 
Nkrumah regime 11 is efforts
abroad, however, did the regime little 
damage When hv returned lo Ghana after 
Dr. Nkruinah’s downfall it was clear that 
he still had political ambitions and when 
the Genet at I k. non came in 1969 many 
expected hi* National Association ot 
Liberals to •ic.it Di Busia’s Progress 
party. It didn t. and Mr Gbedeinah 
himself was pr.-vented even from taking 
his own se.il by a com I action in which it 
was ruled that under the Constitution, he 
was disqualified because of ceitain refer­
ences to him m tiie report ot a Commis­
sion ot 1 nquiiv. Many regretted his loss 
to Ghana pm Ik life but lie himself took 
it in good pail, and returned to his 
extensive business interests. It was always 
thought that he played a major part in 
swinging American support behind t 
Volta project and it is not surprising that 
the L inted States is now to be part of his 
parish

Ihe other politician. Mi. Joe Appiah. 
was also a former lieutenant of Dt 
Xkrmnah having been his personal 
representative in London in the early 
days ol the CPP But he defected much 
earlier than Mr Gbedemah having gone 
over to the NLM opposition in 1954 So 
any idea that these appointments show a 
swing to "Nkrumahisni” is obviously 
baseless Mr Appiah fought the 1969 
general election at the head of a small 
party but was not even elected himself 
He later joined the opposition coalition, 
now called the Justice Party . ol which he 
became chairman His wile, Peggy, is also 
a public figure in Ghana It is. presum­
ably. because of Mr Appiah’s 

■ - ■ • is been apj
•r I urop 

though incidental.
is an I we and Mr. Appiah an

fantasy
together with some 

.—and the presence gI 
number of Africans in London, 
the attitudes to Africa of the g 
By the time that Siiuk«.a|.w^:-[r°m appeared on the London stage, in 1604, 
All lean characters of varying colours. Dr. 
Jones writes, had become “a familiar part 
ol the London stage tradition” They' 
were generally called “Moors”, and were 
of iwo broad types The fnsl ’whose 
blackness was generally emphasised in the 
text”, was il e villainous Moor. Aaron in 
Titus Aiidronieiis is an example The 
other type was the Moor “whose black­
ness was not emphasised in the text”, or 
who was referred lo as “while Moor” or a 
“tawny Moor” He w.is usually a dignified : 
oriental ruler Popular notions of Africans ; 
were also circulating, in books of all • 
kinds Slones Dr Jones says, “ranged I 
Irom tales about the harems of the north 
African rulers and descriptions of the I 
courts ot West African negro kings down . 
to accounts of trade transactions and i 

slave raids ”
Out of a passing 

uniquely created s.  
Othello" Some other African characters 
on the contemporary stage, he notes, 
were "bad because they were black”, 
although in Ben Johnson’s The Masque of 

i Hlackness the "twelve nymphs. Negroes 
• and the daughtei s ot’ Niger” seem to be 
» forerunners ol the “Black is Beautiful” 

i theme
He returns, too. to Leo 

English translation appearc 
Ihe work would have been 
many much earlier since 
published in Italy in 15 
referred to in several Ingh 
Professor Jones discusses the 
tli.it the extraordinary 
"Moor” may have had so 
Shakespeare a  
and as a Sierra Leonean 
account of his own country- 
able today” It is j "soben 
he adds, “that the discrimin.'itmi 
bethan reader knew more throv 
one book about the interior than many reputable scholars since then I 
until about a quarter of a century ago”, j

Dr Jones’ percipient assessment ot 
Othello is particularly welcome “Shake­
speare’s complete humanization of a type | 
character" he writes "who for most of his 
contemporaries has only decorative or a 
crude moral significance is only' one more 
mark of his stature. He transformed the 
Moor with all his unfavourable associa­
tions into the hero of one of his most 
moving tragedies”. In Dr. Jones’ other 
hook, the I-Uzahethan Image 
which came out last year, he
Othello.

o Afncanus The 
ired in 1600. but 
 known lo 

ce it had been 
1550. and was 

xlish works.
me possibility 

presum- that the extraordinary career of this 
• British "Moor" may have had some bearing on 

appointed Shakespeare’s account of Othello’s career, 
pe. It is and as a Sierra Leonean notes that Leo’s 
. that Mr account of his own country is “recognis- 

ring thought" 
ng l-.liz.a- 
nigh this 
of Africa
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Naim and Kobo
Decimal MoneyNigeria

straight forward Ari th-

Starts January 1, 1973

Remember the D. Day, January 1, 1973 for your Decimal Money.
For further information please contact — The Decimal Currency Board, c/o 
Central Bank of Nigeria, Tinubu Square. P.M.B. 12652, Lagos. Telephone 56016.

— Easy to use, 
Best for ALL

It Is always easy to count In tens. 
Just count up to ten Kobo.

And put ten Kobo In ten places 
and you have 100 Kobo.
100 Kobo make one Naira 
And one Naira equals ten 
shillings

Yoe, your New Money — 
Kobo and Naira — will be easy 
to use In your everyday 
Buying and Selling.

Simple straight forward Arith­
metic —

No more headaches I
No problem of the old table of 
money: Farthing, penny, shilling, 
pound, Guinea etc.

Just remember Naira and Kobo 
And that's all.

Whatever your job, farmer, 
trader, clerk, housewife, 
Decimal Money Is best for you.

’s
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JAWARA WINS AGAIN
ELECTRICAL
DISCOUNT

STORE

opposed Pi­th

Part exchange and instalment Plan.

Open until 7 p in

The independents

Arnold Hughes
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SPECIAL concessions to Diplomats and 
Students
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Centre of ll'esr Africi 
University of Htrmini
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.•ping
of Rcprc 
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SHIPPING ol goods and personal effects 
at fantastically low rates I or service and 
reliability you can always trust us

Philips. Pye. Kelvinator. Indesit. Hoover. 
Kenwood, Bluespot and other makes.

■fhe Kcio.-nt Institute iDi-pl.‘.HiHl. 
Heirenl House Stewart > Hoad. 
London. SWH. JCJ Enirland.

Please M-nd me tree and without 
ohne.it ion
•ai ‘How to Su« • • ed asa W’r itel' 
ib> l-'ull p.irtlt ul:u s including fees and 
easy pavrnent plans, lot overscan

Your name

FREE delivery in London area

ung ullages 
emph isi'i d

I or abroad or local use Overseas visitors 
uin obtain huge discounts Most nukes 
ot refrigerators, radios, tape recorders, 
cameras, Ians, air conditioners, washing 
machines, typewriters, heaters, domestic 
appliances etc . etc

EXPRESS TRADING CO., 
1/2 Leyton Bridge, Leyton High 

Road, London. E.IO 
(opposite Leyton tube station) 
Tel: 01-539 2112/01-556 8329

place leading to the vvoun
candidates involved Although 

seats in the Bathurst area In the la* 
the' UP had some success in ivi 
loyaltie s among the ethnic.illv mixed pi 
ot McCarthy Island and Upper River 
which in 1966 boosted itsp. 
to 8 members .l<p Candida 
contestants, placed more sitcss on exposing the 
broken promises <>t the PPP government than in 
advocating novel policies of their own. (Indeed 
there w.i- a noticeable absence of poletnie.il 
literature m the present campaign)

Ring took
1970 Rcpu 

ruling

lhe Independents were pet 
interesting group to be found 
elections I his time there were 19 of them 
contesting I<» scats tin I‘166 there were only 51 
arid they were to be found from Bathurst to 
Kantora. They varied considerably in ex­
perience and background though on the whole 
they are more educated and youthful than their 
opponent-. There was also a sizeable group 
Horn lhe PP's traditional stronghold in the 
Mandingo areas of the lower reaches of the 
Gambia river and several ol them are iormer 
PPP Because oi this they were thought to be a 
serious challenge to the government and 
"r two areas to the LIP. Attem 
of joint action with the UP c

WTOK’
A hobby that can pay 

cash dividends!
M.ig.izim - and new -papri■> p.iv 

•uh.'lain ml 11 tor at tic h*' a mt 
'lioi i -lotn- w< n to new writer.-, 
because t he <!« rn.iml foi material 
far exceed-I he ujrplv*

If you • an wi it e a good let t er. 
i/'oi i ould have the talent tot 
writing'tor profit too But to .-elI 
your work, you niu-t learn lhe 
tec hnutues of sue t ess/ul u rttuut 
And you can through Heirent. 
learning at home with help, 
guidance and criliei.-m of your 
work by professional writers in 
London Rencnl have course- in 
■Journalism ami Authorship. 
Short Story Art ide and T. V. 
Scriptwriling. and a special 
English Course for writers 
from £12 upwards.

Seize Dus chance write now for 
our booklet How to Succeed as a !
Writer

pMake a decision today^ 
n ...... I

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I

Voting took place on March 28 and 29 in the first general elections which took place under the 
new 1971) Republican constitution in The Gambia. The results gave a sweeping majority of 28 seats 
to the ruling Peoples. Progressive Party in the 32-memhcr House of Representatives thus 
automatically re-electing Sir Dauda Jawara as President. Three members of Hie Opposition United 
Party were re-elected including former Chief Minister P.S. N’Jicin Bathurst North. One 
independent was elected: Mr. Batapu Drammeh in Sandu constituency in the Basse Administrative 
District. The PPP also had 28 seats in the previous parliament.

By comparison the I P campaign was in 
much lower key Although the party leader. 
PS N’Jie made a national lour the party only 
contested 14 seat' and its national headquarters 
seemed to lack the drive and resources of the 
PPP It’s low key strategy. which led to it being 
much slower off the mark, was designed to catch 
the enemy off guard by quietly infiltrating the 
constituencies and avoiding head-on dashes w 11h 
PPP militants I ven so at least one such clash 
took place leading Io the wounding of the two 

High reduced to 3 
iv last parliament 
i rekindling old 

,vopulation 
Upper River Divisions , 
paih.unent.iry strength aj,jm 
laics, like Independent parliament was a widespread source of com- 

plaint (7 of its candidates have been in the 
House since 196(1 when lhe provinces were first 

dropped parliamenl- 
and Yusupha Samba 
for their separatist ex­

cursion in the Pocplc’s Progressive Alliance 
during 1968-70 rather than because of wide­
spread constituency discontent with their 
public record) among younger PPP hopefuls. 
Among younger and belter educated voters a 
growing concern was felt at the ‘drift’ towards 
presidential rule following the constitutional 
changes of 1970 Recollections of similar 
tendencies in other African states led some to 
believe that this was the last opportunity to 
reverse these trends Imally accusations of 
corruption against members of parliament were 
widespread and the abuses in lhe distribution of 
free food from the United States was a 
common complaint among up-country voters.

TP he I mtvd Party's choice as presidential 
■If candidate was its chairman. Percy Hulling- 
worth C okci. whose candidature must be viewed 
primarily as a lure to show Gambians and 
the wider world that the United Party is still 
alive and that Sir Dauda does not enjoy the 
undivided >1 his fvilow .ountry men.

The main issues of lhe election seemed to 
concern themselves more with the non- 

nplementation 
th the policies 

This was understandable bearing in 
s geographical and economic 
the country and the sensible if 

unexciting, policies being followed by the PPP in 
its attempts to diversify the economy and 
provide a slow improvement in social services. 
I lie espousing. ot radical policies are not likely to 
make much impresston on rural voters who are 
mainly looking for a mediator to obtain more 
benefits for their village or constituency.

have been very successful While the Indepen­
dents lacked a common identity and a national 
organisation they made up for these in olhei 
ways Most had strong constituency ties and 
capitalised on their local contacts and on the 
large ‘protest’ votes being accumulated against 
the PPP Tlic success ot Maja .Sonko. lhe only 
Independent in the last House, m resisting the 
PPP juggernaut last year has given courage to 
others and Sonko. together with other North 
Bank Independents has been striving to create 
some common ground between lhe Indepen­
dents and a rally was even held to this end at 
larafenm near the I r.ms-Gain*’ia Ferry. 
Independents seemed to be doing well among 
young voters, though they ..re not neglecting 
older political intluenlials such as ”romment 
businessmen and religious leaders and the 
important clan, family and village heads, each 
ot which can muster several hundred votes

Only in the Bathurst area could a more 
manifest ideology be discerned and this was 
largely expl lined by the presence of a large 
number of unemployed and underemployed 
youths with some education and Tanonist’ 
political aspirations Thus most opposition 
candidates singled out the poor constituency 
record ot their PPP rivals and promised to 
speed-up the flow of amenities to the deprived 
rural areas lhe PPP’s decision to field once 

in all save 3 of its representatives in the last 
liament was a vvidesprea ’ 

dates 
since 1960 when the j 

enfranchised and 2 of lhe 3 d 
anans Sheriff Sisay 
wen- being punished 

m the Pocj 
1968-70 rathi 
constituency 

record) am<'ni

.i'.iii.illy the main contender 
co nesting all 32 seals. 7 of 

turned PPP candidates tin- 
i. H and hi' Cabinet were 

. I.imiarv onwards in con­
ducting pi ..I.. : touts ii behalf ol the party 

an.1 -cnioi ministers were 
mjiiiaimg campaigning on a 
addition to it - own resources 

• government land 
badly served with 
its role as the parly 

led tin people out ol 
in lhe case ot the 

go I’goj’k lived them Ironi subservience concern themselves more 
lalliui i JolloD and which gave them ten -implementation or the faulty im 
'I i i' i o-.cmmcnt and modest ccon- ot government policies than will 

It m.uk a strong appeal to the themselves ' 
....... .. ... ...... . ,lu' I’"1’ mind the senous 

nnn.-eh let elm-1. amt hejdinen ,
i.lively support it in this

ohne.it
poletnie.il
m.uk
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...3 flights a week 
with convenient connections 
to Lagos and Abidjan

Our local flight times:
Tuesday: depart London—Accra via Rome-11.30
Friday: depart London—Accra 11.30
Sunday: depart London—Accra via Rome-11.30

Connections from Accra to Lagos on all flights.

Ghana 
.Airways
We make new friends on every flight 

12 Old Bond Street, London W.1. 
Tel: 01-499 0201/7

Now, Ghana Airways new schedules connect you even 
more easily,to Accra and West Africa. VC-10 service to 
Accra departs from London via Rome every Tuesday and 
Sunday, with convenient connections to Lagos Each 
Friday our VC-10 service departs London with 
onward flights to Abidjan and Lagos
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People Newly Designed

AFROPUFFS

Only 99p each

GREAT REDUCTIONS
nn

on

the mi

problems

o

Fn

Many other wig styles.
specially designed lor the Africans 

Low prices lor export & Wholesale

‘>16 Afro Wig
9l6A I ighl-weight Afro
(Each Hem with a I-REE Alro Comb)

Cl.65 each
Cl.55 each

the launching
Students' (

4-10 Tower Street.
London. WC2II9NR.

Tel 0I-S36 9795/01-240 0624
Near St Martin’s Theatre

Entrance through
( heong-Leen Supermarket

KALOMAR
FASHIONS LTD.

the 
hindrance

Also called Afro Hairpieces 
can he used for many sty les.

experience of the i 
the Society because

FANTASTIC 
DISCOUNTS FOR ALL 

SHOP AT LONDON'S 
FOREMOST DISCOUNT 
STORE

the basis 
trade with develoj 
industrial goods a 

Mr Boateng shakes hands with the Oba products 
nt Iagos during the launching of the countries’ 
Canimonwealth Students' Chile'

OVERSEAS VISITORS BUY AT 
WHOLESALE/TAX FREE PRICES
Our unique personal service offers 
Cameras. Projectors. Radios. Stereo- 
Hrams. Hi H Equipment. Tape 
Recorders TV s. Refrigerators. Air 
Conditioners. Washing Mai Innes. Sewing 
Machines. Typewriters Croclurv and 
Cutlery- Electrical Az Gas Cookers 
Shirt-. Suitings. Medical Equipment and 
other Electrical and Domestic 

of personal baggage and household 
effects at lowest possible rates.

and overseas. Pye and Grundig Stereo­
grams. New World Gas Cookers <for use 
in Gliaria and Nigeria). Bosch. Kelvinator 
and Fngidaire (2 door) Refrigerators and 
Deep Freezers.

U'rf/c or cull vl Our Showroom*

ROCKFORD 
MARKETING LTD.

53 Bryanston Street, London, W.1 
Tel 01 935 1132/6884 

Tube Marble Arch
28 Shepherds Bush Centre. London, W.12 

Tel 01 743 9547 
Tube Shepherds Bush 

Open; 9.30 a m. 6.30 p m. Mon. 
Sat 9.30a.m. 4.30 p.m

Bekesbourne Buildings, a block of 50 
Hats run by the Commonwealth Students' 
Children Society in London’s East End. 
may soon be renamed Kotoko House. The 
Society’s founder and general secretary, 
B B. Boateng, has applied to the Greater 
London Counci! for permission to use the 
new name, whici: symbolises Ashanti 
determination ‘the persisten 
explains Mt. Bo.dvng. "which with 
( h ns tian in : ii uiim emour iged me to 
struggle on siiicJe handed for seven

I he change • - a promise imide by 
the Ashanti ll< nsc of ('fuels during Mi 
Bi'atene's i. a n! lOUi of West Africa to 
r.ii'e 5.000 .ov she establishment of 
j d.iy nursery t. 'lie Flock one of the 
. auli'i.ms hii the student tenants at 
H.-..-.I'.mme B.mJm-’.s is that Hu y do not 
1" ’C‘ '.II then childien \nothei 11.000 
lias •: .1 •i. icd by tlie Nigerian Govern- 
-ncnt i'u- 11. m Commission in I ondon 
■■'..•mall'. | CfOO. which Mi.
Boati.1..- uu i! a. with the comment that 
’lie muu. tliouph ippreciated was not

i cause NO per vein of the 
have had to tackle over the 
Nigeu.m families, they have 

given us the gie.itest headaches and have 
otten been uiu<lopeiativc” He mention­
ed this in a radio broadcast in Lagos, ami 
hy the lime lie had returned from Ins 
month long tout the new donation was 
waiting in the Society's ofliccs I he 
launching of the Nigerian branch ot the 
organisation was particularly successful 
l egalise Dr Ojcdokun. the acting director 

i the Institute of International Affairs, 
was able to peak in very personal terms

about the work of the Society, pointing 
out that his own twins had been fostered 
out when he was studying at the London 
School of Economics in the late l‘>60s. A 
branch was also launched in Freetown, 
with the Mayor. Cllr. Betts, as President 
and with Canon Harry Sawyerr as Patron. 
I'he arrival in Sierra Leone of Mr 
Boateng and Mrs. Pat Stapleton, the 
Society’s social worker, was well-timed, 
because it followed the return ol the 
Minister of Education from a European 
tour in which he had looked at student 
problems and the wastage ol manpower 
which they caused.

Difficulties were experienced in Ghana 
because, says Mr. Boateng, the Minister ol 
Social Welfare in the Busia Government 
had been uncooperative. Then, when an 
understanding was finally reached, the 
coup occurred and it was decided to post­
pone the launching of the Society lor six 
months. An impressive committee has 
been appointed, however, with Mrs Mary' 
Ofori-Atta as chairman and I t Col. Dr 
R. 0. Addae as the vice-chairman And 
as well as obtaining the support ol the 
Ashanti House ot Chiefs and the .Asant- 
ahene himself (another former London 
student). Mr Boateng succeeded in negot­
iating the return of three children who 
were abandoned in London in I‘>63 "I 
took up the case because I tell there was 
no future for them as black Englishmen. I 
got the family together in Kumasi. talked 
to them and they finally agreed to accept 
the children.” He stresses that his work 
in such eases is based on using the extend­
ed family “Some criticise it but I think it 
is a very good system"

Buck in London after a month's tour 
of European Common Market countries is 
Luyi Rotimi. who works for UAC in 
Nigeria He was one of IB men and one 
woman, "young Commonwealth execu­
tives". who were selected to participate in 
a study tour organised by the Royal 
Commonwealth Society After discus­
sions with a cross-section of people in the 
EEC member slates, he reported finding 
"goodwill and good intentions towards 
the Commonwealth and nothing 
more", there was little knowledge ot the 
deep ties which existed between Britain 
and the Commonwealth countries. He 
warned of the "grave implications" for 
the Commonwealth if Europe continued 
its protectionist policies and pointed out 
that the basis of the Community’s 

aping countries selling 
and buy ing agricultural 

was harmful to the • 
...... .. development 

Idren Rounding up his views dunr 
Society ot Nigeria Oha Oyekan II said he conference in London, he rem 
had personal experience of the problems the language barrier 
dealt with bv the Society because his own hindrance to the 
children had been victims of such prob- Commonwealth will 
Ims. but tor the presence of their more about forei— 
grandmother in Britain at the material record, a show g. > 
tune, he added, the story would hare 
been different

selling 
agricultural 

: developing 
prospects 

mg a press 
narked that 

had proved a 
group “We in the 

II have to do a little 
eign languages". For the 
ol hands by the partici­

pants showed 17 m favour of Britain's 
entry, two against.
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THE BEST

to

I to have units in most ot eastern

R .ill'

I
London Sh'/.’

Cars Buses . Commercial

EUROPEAN 
AUTOMOBILES

TAX ME

IRREVOCABLE LETTERS OF 
CREDIT ACCEPTED ON 90 OR 

180 DAY TERMS.

213 PICCADILLY 
LONDON W.1 ENGLAND

Telephone 01 734 3041/6231 
N.V v.h JAN DE RUITER 

POSTBUS III 
VEENENDAAL, HOLLAND

All Models of New 
& Used Cars Supplied

ie ■ rhe loan* we 
en official source, 
fantastic rates of

Hardware
Machinery
Building Materials 
Iron & Steel Products 
Chemicals. Pharmaceuticals 
Consumables

OF ALL BRITISH 
AND EUROPEAN 
GOODS AT MOST 
COMPETITIVE 
PRICES.

: ■ above, not only
• e not ahead of 

y -.. but they were 
■i adopting diesel

Please send your 
specific enquiries to:

UNION MERCANTILE LTD

Is the change 
us more than har 

to produce some of the left 
cars instead of making Nigeria

1 northern 
.-I llgcniainc.

J \\ I < OOPFR 
Deputy lle.nl of Information

I dopmcnt \ ihni>u\tration

Holden's group in 
i.S'r 7m cizcmvhc

EURO-AUTO sales

Delivery in U.K/Europe
Direct Shipment to 
West African Ports

(Freight forward) 
Models Available Include 
PEUGEOT . RENAULT
MERCEDES BENZ 

FIAT . FORD . ROVER VOLKSWAGEN

■ years 
such li­

re payable over 2 
initial five-year i 
payments .it all n 
other official loan 
Britain to Ghana in 
£2.500.000 l<»r debt re-tinanctng. Hit' 
too is on very soft terms 2 per cent 

and 7 yean

16 BERKELEY ST
MAYFAIR LONDON W1

Phonp 01-629 6264/5 Telex- 23720
CABLES AFTROTRADE. LONDON, W1

(lhanian 
other \ 
conspicuously 
engines

I GROS DI I HI I !>l M.VIONS(Dri

Ghana’s debts
si R In y >tir cpoi he March 1 
under the headiiu' " \ V antages of trade 
with China", you quote a commentator 
on \ccra Radio as . • :i 
get from private and cv 
in the West carry 
commercial interest"

I think it ought to be made clear that 
the commentator could not have beer 
referring to official British Government 
development loans to Ghana. Over the 
last three years Britain has disbursed 
£l2m. ot such loans all free of interest, 

25 years, and with an 
grace period when no 
need be made. The onh 

payment made by 
the same period isot

Africa’s Diesel 
Engines

I SIR In H'rsf Africa. October 22. 1971 I 
read “in 1954, Ghana ordered the first 
diesel engines ever to be put into public 
service in West Africa" Unless you mean 
only Ghana, Nigeria. Sierra Leone and 
Gambia (which miglit be the case) this 
statement is grossly inaccurate

Diesel engines were put into service in 
Senegal in 1947. when six Alsthom BB 
100 were delivered to the Dakar-Niger

()\ cr\ca\ /)>.

Nigeria drives right
SIR-I refer to the comments (IVrtf 
Africa. March 3) by the Nigerian Federal 
Commissioner ol W orks and Housing that 
“recent statistics show that the better the 
road the higher the accidents”. If we are 
to accept this theory , then there would 
be no need to have good roads but to 
content ourselves with “bushpaths"

Such comments call to question the 
hurried fashion about changing to right 
driving. Is the change to the right to 
benefit us more than having our own $tee' 
industry 
wheeled 
the unlimited market for the couignes 
who can produce such cars0
/ md'»i * S FAPOHUNDA

railway. This was the first bunch of 15 of 
which 9 are still in service, a good per­
formance both for the engines and those 
who operate them. As early' as 1956. all 
track (1.000 miles) in the Dakar-Niger 
railway was operated with diesel engines, 
and steam engines were used only for 
shunting operations.

I have no information on diesel 
engines in Cameroon. Congo. Ivory' Coast, 
etc. but I suppose that State Railway 
Corporations in these countries had their 
lirst diesel engines at the same tunc as the 
Dakai-Niger IuchL mally. Malagasy Rail­
ways had diesel rail. - in 1938 and their 
first diesel engines in I >43. -Xnarticleon 
the subject, wli..n I did not have the 
opportunity to read. > published in No. 
125 of "1 a vic du I ..! .tre-mer” (38. rue 
La Bruyere Pai n I'>66 under the 
significant lit' > 1 . • s of Diesel Haul-

2.100.000 
and went 

details In another
• ov-Dec 19701 he 

j repeated, again without the least quali- 
i fication. that “over two million \ngolans 

live in this "Angolan Republic (ot 
i Holden's) outside Portuguese 

influence " Absolutely no etfort to 
differentiate, here, between claims and 
observed facts, and his report on UNITA 

, followed the same pattern Reporting ot 
I this kind has no claim to objectivity. It 

can onlv confuse, not clarify.
BASIL DAVIDSON

Letters to- 
the Editor
Who is fighting in 
Angola?
SIR One is glad to have Mr. Sitte's 
turther information about his Angolan 

i journey (h'cvr Africa. March 27) It 
reinforces some earlier visitors' evidence 
that the presence ot UNIT A, inside the 
country, is along a narrow belt ot 
territory in northern Mexico as far as 
eastern Bic T his new evidence is helptul 
in enabling one to reach a confirmed 
judgment on the value ot UNI I A claims 

I w iu.v ...... ... f Angola.
and to be controlling about a million 
Angolans Such claims, one sees again, are 
quite without foundation.

l or the points in my article to which 
’ Mr. Sitte objects, he should address his 
I corrections not to me but to the Zambian 

newspapers from which I quoted him. 
and which. • tar as 1 know, he has not 
corrected Yet he seems not always to 
remember very well what he has written 

, himself. For example, he says now that 
| one should differentiate (as certainly one 

should) between claims and observed 
facts, as though this is what he has 
himself done A glance at his articles 

■ shows that he has done nothing of the 
' kind.

In his report on 
Angola

.................. June 13 1970) he merely
stated, as though it were a tact he hid 

1 checked himself and could repeat with 
full assurance of its accuracy, that 
" Roberto Holden and his Government 

, control today more than 
| Angolans inside the country' 
1 on to give supporting dtiu.l ■ 

article [Alic Well. Nov-Det
ited. again without the least 
ion. that “over two million 

this "Angolan Repi 
outside P < 
Absolutely no
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NY EUROPE.

I ETHIOPE due

NOGAll Singapore May

kA 11 INA PALM sis Abidjan

■

Liverpool: - 
lay 4 

sb Abidian

The Nigerian 
Sociology debate

WEST AFRICAN 
SHIPPING NEWS

due 
itincnt

appn
Color 
real ivorj
ABU (or
you

- IIOI-.GH MELING slg. Scan, 
discharge WA end May/Jun. 
sig. Scan May for discharge

I due Abidjan Apr. 13 
AUREOL sld Las Palmas

BELGII N due lakoradi Apr

AR LINE
JND - I SI DI K due Singapore Apr

»idjan
. 14
To Liverpool:- DUAIBAIA
Apr. 13. DUNKWA due

WESTWIND AFRICA LINE
WI-SIAVIND due leina Apr. 30 Lagos M.r.
5. Luanda May 8. SOUTHWIND due Tema M.r
2. I agos May 7. Freetown May 11.

i sld London Apr. 13 
jsgow:- KADUNA sis

,RU due Cotonou Apr. 14.
Apr 15. DUMURRA

Dakar Apr. 25. 
j May I. DI I RIO 
Apr. 30

exist. I’erha
dealt with ir
to be entitled 'Theory ; 

Splendid Let us only h 
masses read it and we wri 
and dry. 
highly ii 
omitted 
present in the opin 
masses are undoubt 
most important ot all. they

ADRIAN J. PEACE
.)’< hoot <>] I fncan and .4 sian Studies. 
I nirersity uf Sussex.

SIR For those sociologists who, like 
myself, were unable to attend the First 
Annual General Meeting of the Nigerian 
Anthropological and Sociological 
Association at Ahinadu Bello University, 
Peter Waterman’s lucid account (It'err 
Africa, w'e February 18) was an 
invaluable substitute. The immediate 
impression was that here something new 
and exciting was being attempted even if 
it was within the framework of an 
institution which cannot be rivalled by 
many others in Nigeria for its close 

roximation to the parent tie 
•mail bod) I: anyone wants to join a 

iry tcwcr. forget about Oxbridge, 
n all points south) is the place for

N.Y.K. LINE
WESTBOUND - From Japan via flong Ko 
Lobito. Matadi. Lagos, Abidjan etc:- SAI 
MARU sld Kobe Mar. 5. Port Harcourt 
15. Doujla Apr 17, Point Noire Apr. 20. 
EASTBOUND - From Lagos, Tenia, Tako- 
Abidjan, Lome etc:- SAIKYO MARU !)<■ 
Apr. 18. Pointe Noire Apr. 22. Abidjan

CHARGEURS REUNIS
KERGUELEN due Lagos Apr. 11. Tema r 
18. SURCOUF sig. Kobe Apr. 28.

MITSUI OSK LINE
PHILIPPINE .MARU sig. Kobe Mar. 19 <- 
Lagos Apr 27. MONTEVIDEO MARU - 
Kobe Apr. 4 due Lagos Maj 10, KODAK AS/** 
MARU sig. Kobe Apr 19 due Lagos May 17.

MAERSK LINE
INWARDS - From Japan via Hong Kong 
Matadi, Lagos, Tcma, Monrovia, Frectow. 
Bathurst. Abidjan:- SUSAN MAERSK sig. Ko 
Apr 5 due Luanda May 2.
OUTWARDS - From Matadi. Lagos. Teni 
Monrovia, Freetown, Bathurst, Abidja. 
Takoradi:- MAREN MAERSK sig Freetow 
Mar. 25, due Bathurst Mar. 26.

FARRELL LINES
HOMEWARDS - AFRICAN CRESCENT slj 
Luanda Apr 2 for Abidjan. Monrovia. U 
ports: AFRICAN STAR sig Lagos/Apapa Apr 
16 for Douala. Abidjan, Monrovia, L’S ports 
JUTWARDS - AFRICAN LIGHTNING du. 
Monrovia Apr. 9 for Abidjan. Tema Apr. 15 
" -adi. I obito. Luanda. AFRICAN MOON du.

r Apr. 23 tor Freetown Monrovia Apr. 27. 
in. Takoradi. Tenia May 5. Lagos/Apap:

If 1 appear unduly cynical. I also admit 
to being in the • one position as the rest. 
But it is disturbing Io find that 
sociologists m Nigeria have discovered a 
new division within the social fabric 
which assumes primacy over the old one. 
The division between those who have 
Marx and Fanon in then baggage and 
those who do not may be a more 
agreeable field of antagonists within the 
walls of the university it is of no 
importance to the division which exists 
outside them, and the sooner we accept 
the fact the better

All m .ill. Mr Waterman’s concluding 
comment .urns the delects up very 
neatly, even it in an unintended fashion: 

•• an effectively radical 
intelligentsia requires a relationship 
with the masses that does not yet 

aps this question will be 
in Dr Onoge’s journal It is 

• • ■ and Practice' ”
hope that the 
ill all be home 

At the moment the equation is 
incomplete The relationship is 

The radical intelligentsia is 
in the opinion of some The 

itedly present, and 
know it

ro*'“ SOU._________
r -1 early May tor 

AMS 11 I IIOFK 
AV A end May/Jui

NORTHBOUND - INDIANA Idg. WA May for 
discharge Scan Jun. HOEGII HERON Idg. WA 
end Max / Jun for discharge Sean, mid Jun.
HOEGII LINES

P BANDA s|g Hamburg Apr. 21. /Antwerp Apr.
7 24. HOI CH MI-LING sig. May 8. Bordeaux

Mav I 2
ROYAL INTEROCEAN LINE
INWARDS - S1RAAI FREETOWN from 
Japan sld. Feb. 17 due Freetown Mar 23. 
Abidjan Mar. 26, Tema Mar. 27. Port Harcourt 
Mar 30. I agos/Apapa Apr. I Takoradi Apr. 7. 
Abidjan Apr 9. STRAAT IOWA from Hong 
Kong sld. I eb. 2 due Tema Mar. 19. Abidjan 
Mar 21. opt.. Monrovia Mar. 25. Freetown 

juv Mar 27. Dakar Mar. 31, Conakry Apr 3, 
RAM Takoradi Apr. 14

1 M»r- OUTWARDS - STRAAT FREETOWN from 
Nigena/Ghana to Singapore opt.. Hong Kong 
and Japan early April, STRAAT TOWA from 
Nigena/Ghana to Singapore opt.. Hong Kong. 
Japan and Shanghai Mar./Apr.

EAL EUROPE - AFRIKA LINE GM BA
AGUILA due tome Apr. 9. Douala Apr. 12.
Libreville Apr, 14. Port Gentil Apr. 16.
NOPAL LINES
NOPAL LUNA due Luanda Apr 22. Abidjan 
Apr 30. Monrovia May I; NOPAL VEGA due 
Luanda May 6. Abidjan May 13. Monrovia May

NAKW-A RIVER s|g. 
1. Bremen Apr 12 Rotterdam 

k Apr 20
- NAKWA KIVI R 
Amsterdam Apr. 6 Al l 
>n Apr 6. -Avonmouth

But. on refl -,tion, one really had read 
or heard it ..ii before. I for one heard it 
when the stilling aim of the Association 
to ’’mobilize and orientate sociologists 
and anthropologists towards the 
liberation of Africa and other third world 
peoples” came up at a pre-AGM meeting 
I ubscqucnlly heard so many tributes to 
the birth of this liberating body that I 
could have been back in the Yoruba town 
where I lived and attended many tar more 
enjoyable namin'.', ceremonies. Some of 
the sentiments were certainly admirable, 
but there did -ccm to be an awful lot of 
wind about perhaps it was the 
harmattan

more I’hil.i- A})ld|an- Takor

2nd ’•
mid 3rd week KONINLIJKE NEDLLOYD

WEST AFRICAN SERVICES
BANDA Hamburg Apr. 21, Antwerp Apr. 24 
Rotterdam Apr. 25; HOFGII MI LING 
Antwerp May ' "

ELDER DEMPSTER LINES 
SOUTHBOUND From Liverpool:- l-'OURAli 
BA) due Apapa Apr II. Fl AN due Lome Apr. 
15. EBANI due Freetown Apr. 15. KUMBA 
due Apapa Apr 20. 
From London:- FULANI due Tema Apr. 16. 
I REETOWN due Lobito Apr. 15. I-’ALABA sis 
London Apr 20 EBOt “ ........ 11
From South Walcs/Glas 
Glasgow Apr 14. 
From Continent:- DAI 
LAE RIIS due Abidj 
sld. Rotterdam Apr. I- 
NORTHBOUND To 
due .Avonmouth 
Liverpool Apr 9 
To London:- 1 CONI 
To Southampton:- 
Apr 12 
To Poole:- Cl I ARWAY due April I 3 
To North Continent:- I ORCODAS 
Hamburg Apr. 20. DIXCOVI due Coni 
Apr 17 
BARBER LINES 
OUTWARDS:- I ER NG ATI due Monrovia Apr 
25. thence Abidjan. Tema. Lagos/Apapa. Warn 
and Douala. A VI SSI-1 slg. New York OUTW 
Mav 3 for Monrovia. Abidjan. I ema. Lagos/ A|onr~ 
Apapa and Douala \| j tnc! i
HOMEWARDS:- l-ERNl AND due Jacksonville pjkar 
•Apr 21. thence Savannah. Baltimore. Phila­
delphia and New York. I I RNG ’ ' 
I J'.'os (S Bound) about Mav 
week Mav. Abidjan Monrovia  ----- --------- - ... ______. —,
Mav lor US North Atlantic WEST AFRICAN SERVICES
‘K’ I INI BANDA Hamburg 2’ ------
WESTBOUND - From Japan via Hong Kong to Rotterdam Apr. 25; HOFGII 
Port Harcourt. Lagos. Icma, Abidjan, Frc « n Antwerp May 5. Bordeaux May 12. 
etc:- II NNI.SSI I M ARI slg. lap.ni Mar .e NIGI.R|A1\ NATIONAL SHIPPING LINE

I reelown Apr 28 due Japan June 8 NORTHBOUND - RIVER
WOERMANN LINE Liverpool Apr 14
(XI XSDX sip. ISulkrJ.m Apr I') due Las SCANDINAVIAN WEST AFRICA LINE 
'<? % TxCvis MV Ug. Rotlerdjm *Xpr?2*l “UTHBOUND - HOEGII MEL.NG <lg 

D\F'R\ LINE L°nK MilV 6 AMS I F I IK

EASTBOUND - DAI RA X’ due Warn May 2. 
Aneola Apr. 27 
W| SI BOUND 
I'1 Abidjan Apr. 
GO! I) STAR LI? 
wt stbou:;., - 
2<> 
E AST BOUND 
Mop M.iv 19 
BLACK STAR I.INE/USNH/WEST AFRICA 
WESTBOUND - BI A RIVI R slg. Ghana Apr. I 
due New York Apr 13. Philadelphia Apr. 17. 
BLACK STAR I INI I.K'CONTINI N I 'EAST 
AFRIC A 
SOL HI BOUND 
Hamburg Apr I I 
Apr 18. Dunkirk 
NORTHBOUND 
Rotterdam Apr 2. 
RIVI R due l.ondor

DELTA LINE 
DI I IA PARAGLAY slg 
Freetown Apr 29. Monrovia 
due Takoradi Apr. 29. Tema / 
PALM LINE 
SOUTHBOUND - From Liverpool: IBADJAN 
I’At M due I as Palmas Apr 25 
From London:- LAGOS PAI M due I ema May 

From Continent:- ILI SILX PALM due Dakar 
Mav III. 
NORTHBOUND - To 
HAD AGAR) PALM sis Abidjan M. 
To Avonmouth:- KANO PAIM 
Apr 16 
To Londor 
Apr. 27.
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Oil producers' unity

ot Ol’l (

con vers

i

•rind-
, and

rinciples was 
icing and con-

tachine 
fly, the

uotas would 
suspended 
above I he

•ubiication 
organised 

•ndiaenous 
. The 

surprise 
ol Akinregions 

arch 16 
nipared 
iod last

about

the Organisation of 
irting Countries, including 
ivuivuvd to take collective

o Main crop p 
24 weeks totalled 
with 373.345 tons for the whole 
season

Commercial
News
Cocoa pact talks
STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES AGREED

o Nigerian 
for the 1971. 
amounted to 
with 282,000 for the 
year. Sales are 
145.000 tons.

purchases in Ghana after 
ed 415.125 tons compared 

of las:

. from
rao crop
■ than the

alumina plan 
company’s si 
Hoke bauxite 
Alcan has a 27

o Cocoa prices rose £20 per ton to 
£235 for May quotation on the London 
market, and commodity traders Wilson. 
Smithell and Cope attributed this in part 
to the continued reserved selling policies 
of West African producer countries, the 
expectation of appreciably better gi 
mgs for the first quarter of 1972.
reports from Brazil that the 1972 
lemporao crop will be a late one and 
smaller than the last.

o Mr. Gabriel I’.igbure. Western Si. •• 
Commissioner of Trade and Industn " 
Nigeria’s Western Stale, has told
1 oiidon Chamber of C ommerce that ’: - 
mood is changing, not only in Nigeria' i 
in other developing states. We welcome 
British investment, but vve must re- 
insist on your participation with l<. 
people and local capital' The 1 
< entral State Commissioner for Tr. 
and Industry. Mr I Elechi. told tt 
businessmen that the Slate partial!. ? 
welcomed investors wilting to go in! > 
partner hip with Nigerians The Contra - 
sinners responsible for trade iroin the 
Benue Plateau anil North Western State' 
who were also on a visit to IngbnJ. 
echoed the message

° Power sales by the Nigerian Heit- 
ncity Supply Corporation amounted to 
£575.o74 m 11’71 compared to E584A00 
in 1970. The profit after depreciation and 
taxation was £‘»x.7Qo (£108.925 the 
previous year) and the units sold fell frac 
82m to 78m A company statement 
issued m London said. "The necessan 
cash tor the payment of the dividend 
declared in respect of the year ended > 
February. 1969. has. to date, not beef 
released. I his and other matters will* 
pursued with the respective authorities^ 
the ( hairman during his forthcoming'L'” 
to Nigeria”. The company’s mam 
ers are the tin mines in Benue I’bteau

° Alcan Aluminium is reportedly 
looking into a site in Europe for a new 

mt to utilise the bulk of the 
share of production from the 

£ project in Guinea, in which 
!7 per cent interest

® \ Clive investigations continued last
year into the prospects for shipping 
Nigerian liquefied natural gas to the 
United States east coast, says the Shell 
Transport and Trading Company’s annual 
report On oil. the report says that several 
additional discoveries were made on land 
in Nigeria both in new fields and in 
extensions to the numerous existing 
fields, and production climbed steeply to 
some 40 per cent above the 1970 level. 
Big increases in acreage were achieved by 
the acquisition of new interests in Gabon. 
Mauritania. Senegal. Dahomey. Niger and 
Chad. Overall, the volume of oil product 
sales by the company fell by 2.9 percent 
in the second half ot the year the first 
time in 13 years that volumeshave fallen 
below those for l he corresponding period 
of the previous year

Members of
Petroleum Exporting Co 
Nigeria, have threatened 
action against oil companies which refuse 
to implement any measure adopted by a 
member state. The decision was reached 
on March 1 1 but the text of the 
agreement was not rc!.-a-ed until last 
week A statement said that the resolu­
tion "is m implementation 
basic objectives of applyir 
methods ol protecting the interests >1 the 
member states individually or collect­
ively .”

AKIN TAYLOR 
HITS BACK

\km Taylor and Company has taken 
out a full-page advertisement to rebut a 
newspaper report that part of the'£ Im 
Ikeja Airport tarmac extension had sunk 
beneath the weight ot a loading m: 
Denying the .illegalion complete), 
company stated that the extension had 
been in use every day for three months 
without any defect and .that pi ’ ” 
of the item "is the result of 
conspiracy to descredit inc 
contracting companies or bodies 
publication is not much of a 
because since the indigenous firm 
Taylor won the con U act there have been 
concerted efforts to frustrate the project. 
In fact, in June i‘»7J after about 50 per 
cent ol the project hud been completed 
by us. fresh tends were lied for ail 
result of certain high-po . cred moves to 
terminate the contract Al! the firns 
invited to tender relu-ed with the 
exception of one expatriate firm which 
tendered for ovei 11
at that stage required only U.rn. tote 
completed by us ’ ’I lie statement coa- 
eluded. "As an indigen
contracting company sue.cssi’ully striving 
hard to sustain the established confidence 
ot its clientele in spite ol many obstacles 
put m the way ot indigenous concernsm 
this country, we feel highly disappointed 
that such a false and damaging report 
could be published without any attempt 
to check up the facts" The advertisement 
was signed by Mr G \km Taylor, the 
managing director

A statement of agreed pin 
■‘-"•k- approved by cocoa produci 
sinning nations at the end of the discuss­
ions in Geneva on the negotiation of an 
international cocoa pact. 1 he chairman of 
the talks. Mr. Gamani Corea of Ceylon, 
said that the chances ot achieving an 
agreement were better than they had 
been for 10 years. Reports from Switzer­
land. however, indicated that most 
delegates did not share this optimism, 
some participants apparently felt that the 
statement of principles was simply a 
face-saving operation

No date toi a icsiimption of talks has 
been set. although UNC I’,\D officials had 
been pressing for a commitment tor June, 
and it is considered unlikely that they 
will be held until September Informal 
discussions will certainly take place 
during the UNCI \D III contcieiuc in 
Santiago and pressure in lav our ot a pact 
will be applied by UNCTAD Secretary 
General. Snr Perez-Gue re no who is 
keen to be able to report concrete results 
by the end of the Chile conference

That even an agreement on principles 
was reached was largely due to the 
Anglo-Ghanaian compromise formula tot 
j minimum price range ot U' 
cents per lb. As prices rise qu 
be increased but would be 
altogether if a level six cents 
minimum should be reached. Buffer stock 
sales would begin al eight vents above the 
minimum and would become mandatory 
at the nine cents level. I he bean equiva­
lent ot cocoa exports were set at 1.33 for 
cocoa butter. 1 18 for cocoa cake and 
powder and 1.25 for cocoa paste and 
nibs. But as a result ot pressure from the 
Netherlands, the largest manufacturers 
and exporter of cocoa butter, it was 
agreed that a new set of conversion 
factors would be applied in the event of 
the discovery of a new process which 
altered the existing conversion factor of 
42 tons of cocoa butter from 100 tons of 
beans.

° A meeting of coffee producing 
nations was due to be completed in 
Geneva last week after discussions on a 
formula for a joint strategy on prices.

purchases from all r- 
/72 season up to Man 

233.000 tons com 
same perioi 

believed to be .
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. u...urges and Herr I rhard Eppler, 
reed in Pans that the enlargement 
r.uropean Economic Community 
in no wav detract trom the

bank overdraft by 
that it seemed tin 
would be forced to

ting on economic indicators, it 
time to look for 
social dimensions

iwth and 
o be more

> create jobs a labour- 
Jgy was needed “It may 
ncal assistance", so long

o During a visit to Ghana as 
seven-nation African lour. Mr 
med Yunus, special secretary 
Ministry of hade, urged 
countries i 
instead ot 
countries, which 
said India was 
ans 
techniques

part oi a 
Moham- 

of India's 
developing 

.1 relations 
developed 

profits. He

o GIHOC. the Ghana Industrial Holding 
Corporation is planning to expand and 
rehabilitate its brick and tile factory, the 
Aboso Glass factory' and the I ema Steel 
Works. In addition, consultations have 
started between the National Investment 
Bank, the Agricultural Development Bank 
and Gil IOC Io work out plans to re­
activate the meal factory al Bolgatanga. 
which is currently lying idle

A former Conservative Cabinet Secret­
ary and Secretary for the Colonies, Mr 
Duncan S.indys, has been appointed 
chairman ol Lonrho. Ik- was already a 
director of Ashanti Goldfields, purchased 
by Lonrho in 19<>8. Mr Alan Ball, 
formerly chairman, becomes executive 
deputy chairman Another Conservative 
MP. Mr. Edward du Cann, and the former 
chairman of Cunard shipping group. Sir 
Basil Smallpiece, have also joined the 
Board. Mr. du ( .inn is chairman ol Keyset 
I'llmann. which is io ad as merchant 
hanker lor Lonrho.

Group pre-tax profits lor the year are 
stated as £l5m. compared with C14m. 
the previous year. In the three months to 
the end of December pre-t^:; , 
(unaudited) totalled £4.08m con 
with £3 94m. in the corresponding 
months of 1970

••tax profits lor the 
>m. compared witl 
ear. In the 
December

September and said 
nlikely that Lonrho 
i sell one of its major

A new piece of machinery for 
examining the development assistance 
performance of donor counities is to be 
introduced shortly. Britain’s Minister for 
Overseas Development, Mr Richard 
Wood, announced during a lecture to the 
Royal Society of Arts in London The 
Economic and Social Council ol the UN not had 
will shortly be preparing a system ot supplying 
examining every two years how far be asked......... ..

ie towards the evolution of these 
he st rat

Decai

.lely 
and 

be preparing a 
every two years 

member nations have gone 
objectives laid down by the strategy for 
the Second Development Decade. Mr 
Wood said he believed that the existence 
of international machinery to examine 
individual aid and development perform­
ances undoubtedly stimulated the donors 

Explaining his Government’s refusal to 
commit itself to meeting the target of 
providing 0.” pei cent of gross national 
product in oftKial assistance, Mr Wood 
said it was because the Government 
believed that both private ind official 
investment weie ot great impoitance and 
considered that the 0.7 per cent taiget 
was nowhere near as important as the 
overall I per cent target tor all develop­
ment flows.

I he object of aid. he noted, was to 
growth ot pooler 

iw becoming more 
and more widely recognised that 
economic growth is not an end in itself 
but a means towards the development ot o 
more just societies,"

Shortage of food was no longer the

New aid review machinery soon 
key problem Population grow 
unemployment now appeared to 
crucial To help 
intensive technoloj 
mean that “techm ...
a key part ot our aid programme, takes on 
a new and literal meaning which it has 
not had before. Instead of merely 

experts and teachers, we may' 
for gieater co-operalton in the 

new technologies".
A new social measurement was there­

fore lequired "We haw been concentra- 
is now 

a way to measure the 
in economic change".

o In their review of the year ending 
September 1971. Mr Alan Ball and Mr.

liny" Rowland. joint managing direc­
tors. leport that too much of Lonrho’s 
overall funding is represented by short­
term borrowing.

China is one of the 26 vice-presid- 
of UNCTAD 111, which opened in C 
on April 13. The Peking government 
slated its general support for the L 
Declaration drawn up by' the Group of 
as 'I.ct basic working document.

An editorial comment in the Lone 
/'lines said that it was unlikely either ti 
the conference would be productive tl; 
earlier conferences or that there would 
much negotiation of substance. ‘ Indei 
with some 2,500 delegates attendir 
representing about 40 countries and < 
international agencies, the scope f 
negotiation is limited”. The linking < 
Special Drawing Rights to developmei 
and the concept of special treatment f< 
the least developed of the developir 
countries “represents the only are. 
which could prove in any way Irutlfi 
during the five-w'eek conference”. Th 
many other issues that the developin 
countries will raise aid terms. commoJ 

iporl, the transfer of tech 
r access to richer markets 
an, greater control of freigh 
little chance of making an’

special secretar” 
trade. urgcu 
establish direc

trading through
minimised

prepared to offer Ghana!-
threc-monlh courses in agricultural

fhe Soviet Union is giving economic 
and technical assistance to 40 African and 
Asian countries this year.

r. Rowland has agreed to lend the 
pany up to £ I in cash in an agreement 
ig from December 31 1971 and the 

realisation ot overseas assets since 
September 30 lune increased net current 
assets by some £2 5m I lie sales consist 
of Rogers and < <> .Chibuku Holdings. 
Lesotho Diamonds. Anglo-Mauritius 
Assurance and Consolidated Motors and 
| reighl Lines The deputy managing 
director. Mr G. Percy, has icportvd good 
progress in the company’s attempt Io 
raise £ Him. in older to reduce its London

° Ghana is to be d tupped trom a British 
mission’s trip to West Africa because of 
the extent ot construction opportunities 
in Nigeria, the National Federation ot 
Building trades Employers has announ­
ced The visit will take place in July

° The French and \ 
Ministers responsible for 
M A’von Bourges and Heir I Thai 
have agrei 
of the I-’i 
should in no wav detract trom 
benefits gained so tar by the original 
signatories of the Yaounde convention.

ity price 
no logy, 
debt alk 
rates - 
headway".
° It was reported as we went to pres: 
that the only major concession likely t< 
be advanced by the industrialised nation: 
in Santiago was a plan for special assist­
ance for the least developed of the 
developing countries, under which tech­
nical assistance schemes would be estab­
lished and some form of budgetary 
support given
° Ghana. Gabon. Ivory- Coast, Nige 
Senegal. Zaire. Algeria and En 
represented the African bloc at 
UN’(TAD III meeting in Venezuela at 
which an attempt was made to thrash out 
a joint front on monetary' policy lor Hie 
96 developing countries who are partici­
pating in the conference. The developing 
countries will almost certainly press for a 
bigger share of special drawing rights | 
(SDRs)

I'he Santiago conference is being held 
in a 22-storey centre, specially con- 
structed to withstand earth tremors, 
which was handed over to the UN by the 
Chilean Government last weeki After the 
conference the building will be used as a 
cultural centre.

IDA credit for Liberia
Liberia has been granted a credit of | 

S7 2m by the International Development I 
Association for a S9.6m. project for the ' 
improvement and expansion of the | 
education system, including its reorienta- , 
tion towards practical technical and | 
agricultural training.

The IDA has also made a SI7.3m. loan 
to Nigeria foraS27m. project to rehabili­
tate, expand and consolidate war­
damaged schools and teacher training I 
colleges; strengthen science training, and 1 
reform secondary school curricula. The ! 
loan is for 25 years, with a 10-ycar grace 
period
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rsary Dance 
pnl. 1972 
Town Hall
?d Patronage

SIERRA LEONE
HIE ALL PEOPLES CONGRESS

(U.K. AND IRELAND)
LONDON UNIT

( >>mmitl< 
1 ondon S

(hark* (ok. I he Social Secretary. ?•» 
SheriH Road. London N\V6

\ ( leeve. I’ubli tty Sc cre tary. 4
Moray Road I ondun. N4.
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YOUR WEDDING
Complete Coverage at the Church and 

Reception.
Choice ot Seri ice’

1. Photographed (\\ edding albums
supplied).

2. Filmed—in colour.
J. Recorded—on tape.

rite or telephone now:

JULIAN BROWN
15 St. Loo Mansions.

St. Loo Avenue. Chelsea. S.W.3.
lei: 01-352 8850

HIS EXCELLENCY 
THE HIGH COMMISSIONER 

FOR SIERRA LEONE
Music bv

THE FABULOUS DE* HEMS
I ‘ . ‘in\i Rar \\itl he provided 

t>op SINGl I 
tl’le front

I he C hairman. Dance 
14b Church Lane.

PRIVATE TUITION IN MATHEMATICS 
Personal tuition m mathematics and struc­
tures by an experienced lecturer who hat 
helped many students to overcome the-r 
difficulties and put them on the road to 
success I’ your aim >s G C E . F T.C 
O N C . Al O.B etc phone Slough 25528 
Transportation facilities can be arranged.

Presents its
FIRST DAM I- 

(hi I rtda1 pril ?!. I •' 
at the

Fulham Town Hall.
Fulham High Street

I R<)M 7 p :• I MIL MIDNIGHT
I nder tlie distinguished Patronage

GHANAIAN MASTER-DRUMMER 
MUST API! A ADDY 

Friday 14 April 7 30 pm
at Al RICA CENT Rl 3S King Street \VC2 
I ickets should he booked in advance
Price 8<>p (including admission to disco 
alter concert)

LEONE STUDENTS­
KI NG DOM AND 
PRESENT THEIR 

11th.Independence 
j nd 

puhe Anniversary r 
’day, 28th Apr 
Kensington Tc 
.■ Distmguishec 

of 
His Excellency 

the High Commissioner 
Dr Davidson S. H W. Nicol.

Time 7.p.m. to 1 a.m.
M.C.s Mtss Muriel Oldfield Macauley and 
Mr. Terence M Terry.
Music Noel and the International Road 
Show and Aho Down Beat (Sir Nazo) 
Tickets 5Op Flat Obtainable from the office 
of the High Commission 33. Portland Place. 
London, W1 and at the door.
Please make it a date to meet friends 
Buses 9 27 28 33 49 73 20 & 7a
Nearest Underground: High Street Kensing-

At the Genetai Meeting 
Sunday ’he 27th Februa 
Road. London S.W.2. ti 
were elected (or 
President 
Vice President 
Lady Vice President 
General Secretary 
Assistant Secretary 
Financial Secretary 
Treasurer 
Social Secretary I 
Publicity Secretary 
Welfare Officers 1 
Welfare Officers 2 
Unofficial Members 1 
Unofficial Members 2 
Auditor
F A. A. Sanni, Esq Publicity Secretary 
37 Dinmont House. Pritchards 
London E2.
Egba Descendants living in any part of Great 
Britain are cordially requested to join 
Egbe, Old Members are requested to attr 
meetings regularly.

Din Representative will be glad to call 
t your home (day or evening, week­

ends including Sundays), to give a 
= REE estimate for packing and ship­
ping at competitive puces to West 
Africa.

I class tuition by aumail without text 
>kv. hrr GCF WALL School Cert Lj« 
,B) Aiiuuntanvv. Banking. Marked!* I 

I Secretary ship Cv. r 2<»5.0<M) 
y highly recommended by many Wall 

Alm i-i 4udent'. lor IRFF book YOl’RI 
( ARI I R write today to

THE PRINCIPAL
THE RAPID RESULTS COLLEGE ; 

Dept. NR1. Tuition House.
London SW 19 4DS 

Member of tin- A ..ocution 
of British Correspondence College* I

’Oda. ?

trromen: F:
Wyndham M

Wolsey Hall
Oxford 0X2 6PR, England

EGBE OMO EGBA (GREAT 
BRITAIN) LONDON.
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Bold Olokodc 
Ak>n Coker 
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«
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HAYES
F«Z

Also limited Supplies o< Supeno* quality Rea1 India Mad'as

Write tor details.

LOG-

Tel 061-236 7805

KEEP SIX MONTHS SUPPLY
OF
WEST AFRICA
IN
LEATHER CLOTH BINDERS

12 wigs £1.65 each
25 wigs £1.50 each
50 wigs £1.40 each

100 wigs £1.30 each

i "ibroidi " n.-s, Luces and Velvets . 
G<orq(:s. Wax biocl prints.

Yak Short wigs £2.50 each
Yak Long Gipsy wigs £3.50 each
Yak Hair Piece £2.00 each

: pine nt of 
e flee Is to

EXPORT CEWkE- TAX FREE 
PLUS DISCOUNTS

/urrLi co I U., 

575 High Road, 
London, W.4.

AFIRO WIJGS
£1.75 each

BEST QUALITY DAMASK 
LACES & VELVET LACES 

Guinea Brocade, Hair Ties at

again < 
In Pc. 
Onto <
ko. k' 
‘Bimi

BOIWWE
AFRICANA

Tin- Ontfc lot West African High Fashion

£1
Port free U.K. only

Goods for shi, 
Tropicahscd model] 
recorders, radio*

WARDING 
ilCA

SOLE SUPPLIERS OF GENUINE 
(R.

iANBERRY SATIN HEADTIES

HAIR RAISERS LTD. ;
31 Goodge Street, London, W1 

Telephone: 01-580 3846

LTO.
Pnone 01-739 5743

229 Kingsland Road 
London, E.2.

Butn 9. 22 48 G7. 97. 1 49 and 2
Alight it St Leonards Hospital

ORIENT HOUSE GRANBY ROW MANCHESTER 1
Open Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm

PACKING 
SHIPPING & FORW/ 

TO WEST AFRk 
Household Effects, Motor cars etc. 
Eastern Marketing & Travel Ltd., 
29 Dartmouth Park Avenue, Londe

Tel 01-267-0082

Haycs-Flerz high quality Swiss Headties, Embroidery 
and Guinea Brocades
Sole Distributors

TWILLDENE TEXTILES LIMITED
21/22 GREAT CASTLE ST LONDON, W 1
Tel 01 493 1962
Hours 1 1 am G 30 pm Tuesday to Saturday 
(closed ail day Monday)

packing 
grams, Rcfngci 
also Owner 
wooden crates 
Freight payment ».an be arranged in 
Nigeria 
For competitive 
contact

WEST AFRICAN FREIGHTING 
SERVICES

7/7a London Road 
Bromley BRI I BY 
Tel 01464 7221

We specialize in the ship 
Personal and Household e 
all overseas destinations
Full packing facilities for Radio- 

rators. furniture t
Packed trunks

Chiswick

27° 27A.
< Between 
Flyover) 
Gunnersbi 
267. 1 17

"WEST AFRICA."
Cromwell Houi^*(f’1u^v^2 p,nco’ London-

S. S. ODUNSI I our years ago you departed this 
world. You saw me off hut couldn't even wail 
to welcome me home Anyway’ we shall meet 

on Resurrection Day. Till then Requiescal 
.•ace dear lather
onihun jkosiku. eru ko. omo ko. nwo ko, 

ko. ko tan.
npe for entire family.

EMIGRATING? LEAVING UK?
Special Cash Discount Prices 'Tax Free 
for Export) for - Tropicahsed Fridges - 
Bottled Gas Cookers - Furniture - Beds 
- Carpets - Domestic Appliances - 
Radio - TV - Hi Fi - Grund'g 
Radiograms etc

(Packing and Shipping Arranged) 

MOLENS (House Furnishers) Ltd.
(Dept. WA). SOO Lea Bridge Rd..
London, E10. Tel: OT-556 9111

Hours 9 30- '• '. on—Sat Closed Thurs
Hom.-- Orders Supplied

VOLKSWAGENS 1963 to 1969
LARGE SELECTION OF SECOND HAND LEFT HAND DRIVE 

Beetles, Saloons, Estates, Fastbacks
OTHER MAKES AS WELL

ALLM.O.T TESTED AND GUARANTEED

L.H.D. Car Centre
(SPECIALISTS IN LEFT HAND DRIVE CARS)

PLAYLANDS CAR PARK. WOOD LANE, WHITE CITY, LONDON W12

(opposite White City Stadium) Tel: 01 749 2470 & 01-743-8559
________________________ OPEN 7 DAYS____________________________

upment overseas
Us o< Televisions, tape 

recorders, radios, car radios radiograms, 
washing machine*, typewriters, sewing 
machines. Ca<or gas cookers, refriger 
ators, etc . etc
Special packaging and shipping arranged 
Special prices and personal attention. 
Special easy payments arranged if neces­
sary. Contact - Mr. Bradford.

COLRIC AGENCY &
EXPORT SUPPLIES LTD., 
Colne House, L___ .

Chiswick, Lcr.Ju.., 
Tel 01 995 1588 

■ Kew Bridge and 
Nearest Tube Sti 

>ury Bus routes I
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GHANA

stricken 
innocent

A close examination of the Capital 
Investments .Act (which prescnb 
i ient incentives) would leave no 
to the governments intention 
private capi 
had abused 
mg in
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0 I he XR( 
corrective measures to stop the tenden. 
ot journalists to embarrass ti 
government with false stones 
undue distress on individuals 

the 
M aj.

my (rivblt greets president Hubert 
lioincr win n he mad< a brief 

Pans >• oillr

Ou tin left o 
r /or foreign

Ktimasi I niversity nd 
versity. 1 he decree -li'- 

clubs made it an oflenee > • 
>i their meetim*'. Penal’'. on 

either a tine ot up to 1 ’H’O 
imprisonment •’ 
the assets ot thr 
Workers Vnior

Col Achempoi 
Maga uj Haiti 
stopover tor talk' on his way i 
He is the first head of state 
Ghana sin- ■ //,<■ million coup O 
Ma/ Gen .-1’ ri. Commissioner 
affairs.

o | hi Ministry of Defence 1ij> den: 
rumours that Col Acheampong promo’ • 
himself to the rank of t'-in-C of 1 • 
Armed Force' A statement from t • 
Ministry said that his appointment 
constitutional one and normally ped '■ 
ed by a Head ot Slate He still held ' ' 
rank of Colonel which he had bcfO'* ’«•. 
coup. His recent appointment dcriwJ 
authority from the provisions of the NR' 
establishment proclamation of I"'-

‘E’oreign investors in Ghana have been 
*■ assured of full support and protection 
by the government. Col Acheampong 
said when addressing stall of the Capital 
investment Board His government was 
determined to stick to the past policy of 
aivng assistance and encouragement to 
the private sector, especially in agricul­
ture and industry ■’But in return, we 
expect the private sector to play fair with

itid In live Party, both dissolved alui
. up I hey arc Justin Party ch’1' «'
I Universit Progrc 1
Parly clubs at 
Cape < 
sob me

o Managements ol state enterprises 
which tail to attain an agreed target will 
not be allowed to continue in office 
according to a new •'Policy Memorandum 
on Management Performance Evaluation 
and Making Workers Joint Owners of 
Slate I■ nleipri'es". It called on boardsot 
directors to “set out clear achievable tar­
gets of return on development” as part of 
their budgetary control and a means of 
ensuring that regular contributions from 
profits are made to the national revenue 
The memorandum expressed Col 
Acheampong's determination to assist 
slate industries to deal drastically with 
employees who •exhibit disruptive 
tendencies”.

doubt as 
towards

»ital Certain business concerns
1 their concession by "indulg- 

a number of unbecoming prac- 
and the government would deal 

promptly with them when allegations 
.-•re proved. Public demand for a selt- 

. I’.int economic policy did not preclude 
■ ucign investment, he added

( ol Acheampong announced that he 
had authorised the drafting of a new 
.! crcc for reincorporating the Board with 
_ i it ci autonomy An inter-ministerial 
. . miltee had been sei up to consider 
. ^plications tor new industrial projects, 
but he asked the Board to intensify 
inspection of a| 
that the terms ■ 
followed

Acheampong 
men! couh

campaign 
were in 
efforts ' 
ca mpai 
more 
government 
measures !•

ny z
been
new 

t he I
ipproved projects to ensure o
of agreement were strictly

o |he military government has dis­
solved the National Service Corps, estab­
lished under Dr. Busia to recruit volun­
teers for rural development projects Col 
Acheampong recently announced that the 
corps would be mviged with tl e Depart­
ment of Rural Development I he decree 
announcing the dissolution said that the 

rs government would give such d licet ions as 
it thought lit for the disposal of its assets 
and property.

A seven-man commission chaired by 
Supreme Court Judge Mr. Justice Patruk 
\mn has been appointed to enquire into 
the award of government contracts and 
the allocation of import licences dunng 
the Busia government 11 w ill also enquire 
into the operations ot the Office of 
Business Promotion ami the Small Loans 
Scheme.
o | he joint commission for demarcating 
the Upper Volta Ghana border has 
ended a tour day session in Ouagadougou 
after agreeing on principles of general 
guidance. Because ol the "complexity 01 
the frontier problems” the commission 
decided to hold a second meeting i" 
Ghana t«» distil" ways ot carrying out the 
demarcationst rat ions o 

grievances 
Labour. Mai. Kwame A sank’, has warned. 
But it did cxpe.i m inagements t 
appreciate ths- effort' ■ employee - and 
meet their genuine demands I he ( om 
missioner advised workers to < 
year industrial truce and work harder t > 
make Ghana economically independent

Acheampong reassures investors 
undue terror and distress into 

_____ individuals". Maj Selormey 
asked editors to check stones affecting 
the government with the Public Relations 
Secretariat before publishing "We cannot 
allow our news media to misinform the 
public or distort government policies and 
programmes ” 
o ( ny. municipal, urban and local 
council management committees are to 
be reconstituted and traditional rulers 
adequately represented on them ( ol 
Acheampong told the \-antchene. 
Otumfuo Opoku Ware II. when he called o 
on members of the NRC With divisional 
chiefs and the Ashanti Regional C ommis­
sioner. Lt. < ol Baidoo. he paid his first 

vra since the coup. ( ol. 
emphasised that the govern- 

Id not succeed unless all divisive 
.•re eliminated. In the NR( s 

lor national unity the chiefs 
i a unique position to help its 
On the Operation I eed Yourself 

ngn he appealed t- duels to make 
land available tor tanning I he 

would take practical

farmers, anil ready m
would not tolerate demon­

strikes by workers gel their 
redressed ( "imnissioner tor

will not hesitate to take 
ncy 
the 

to inflict 
organisa­

tions. the Commissionvt i«»r Informa­
tion. Maj. Anthony Selormcy. told 
Ghanaian and 1 ncign press representa­
tives. He warned that although the 
government would not interfere with the 
work of the press, as a military regime 
"vve would allow the freedom of ’he press 
as far as it is consistent with a military 
government’ While the NRC would try 
not to harrass newsmen and edit' 
whether state- or privately-employed, 
newsmen should know that "a milit 
regime is not a regular nor normal stale ol 
affairs” and that there was need for 

aution and circumspection. Journalists 
: the stale-owned press who published 

1 b-.-llous material would be personally 
. ib'e for the consequences of legal suits

’ . coup he 'aid. was not to be used for 
■ .-cution or victimisation. "Unfortu- 

.. <ni- .'!•-owned papers have, by 
type o) tendentious reporting.
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SIERRA LEONE LIBERIA

Minuter tor Development, is in the centre

On nicdic.il advice the President has 
been taking a complete rest from public 
duties after completion of this provincial 
tour.

he Sierra 
di-Capio.

oposals, 
l ol the

•‘reconciliation reshuffle” of May l'»7l 
would he tried at the end of an i 
into “the origins 
ted in record tinn 
that he had decided to 
of the affair after a nt 
false accusatio 
Diguimhaye’s I

question of breakn 
ing the bridges 
their confederal

ing to the Dicor Review the 
urchased diamonds worth over 

tel l()m. in the tour years to the end ot 
|'i7l I he Kriicu says that it looks as 
though the world diamond secession is 
over, and activity in alluvial mining is 
increasing Ip to the middle ol March 
this yc.ii GD<) has already bought over 
Leom worth ol diamonds.

.4 correspondent writes Regulai 
references have been made on various 
occasions in recent years’ to the desir­
ability ol a one-party state in Sierra 
Leone I he suggestion always comes from 
supporters ot the present governing party, c*d 
the A PC Some ot its leaders arc thought o 
to favour a one-party state, although they 
are opposed to any forcible action against 
opposition parties The Piesidcnt has said 
ih it he would prefer to wait until the 
results ol the 1973 general election were 
known before he could say whether 
Sierra Leone wanted an official opposi­
tion.

Ihe General Committee ot ti 
all-Afriean Conference of Chnrcha 
(AACC) has decided at its Monroy: 
meeting to give support to Africa 
liberation movements and to work few 
their unity. I’he committee adopted 
resolution on the subject at the end of - 
seven-day conference attended by rep 
resent.it ives and observers from more. 
than 25 countries, including Rhodesia 
and South Africa The AACC decided to 
call on churches to toll then hells and 
hold services in memory' ol what it called 
the Zimbabwe martyrs. Africans who 
died during rioting in Rhodesia last 
January over the settlement proposals.

It also called on African states to fly 
their Hags at half-mast on Ihe day Ihe 
Peaice Commission submits its report to 
ihe British Parliament. Canon Burgess 
Carr, the Liberian churchman who is 
general secretary of the AACC. said that 
Bishop Mu/.orewa. chairman ol the 
Rhodesia African National Council, 
which opposes the settlement pro 
has accepted election as President 
count il

o Mr. George Burne. General Manager of 
the Diamond ( ■■ ' pora* 
fell at the end ol his 
been in Sierra Leone tor four years. His 
successor is Mr. Robin Walker Mr Burnt- 
is taking up an appointment with the 
Centr.il Selling Organization in London.
Mr S. L. Matturi. who ioined the board oi o 
the Diamond Corporation. West Africa 
in 1971. is to become Resident Director 
in succession to the late Mr. II. I- B 
John lie will also be one ol the two 
company repiesentatives on the board ot 
the Government Diamond Office

Accordini 
GDO has pm

The President and one-party state
During the President’s visit to the 

Kono district, representatives of local 
people told him that a one-party system 
would assist Sierra Leone's development. 
The President was also asked to release 
more land loi the local people from 
Diminco. which has taken over the 
Selection 1 rust leases.

° In his report on the accounts of Mak- 
eni Town Council for the three years up 
to June 1971. the acting Auditor-General 
notes "astonishingly grave short-falls" in 
the collection of rates In I960 70 only 
six rate-payers in the entire township paid 
up. while 500 properties had not been 
assessed at all and there had been no re­
assessment of others. The result was that 
in 19(>9 70 out of an estimated rale col­
lection of L ei 5.000 only Le.'O was act­
ually collected, while in the other, two 
years collection was only some 20 per 
cent of the estimate The acting Auditor- 
General finds all the accounts to be “ex­
tremely unsatisfactory ’ Mr Buck sug­
gests that the post ot Lown Clerk and 
Treasurer should he amalgamated and till­
ed by a ‘ competent person"
° Mr. J P Van den Bergh has retired as 
Deputy Chairman of William Baird and 
Company but remains a member ol the 
board. Mr R D. Dale has been appointed 
Deputy Chairman and will continue as 
Chief i xeeutive of William Baird Mining. 

I he company is the parent company of 
Ihe Sierra Leone Development Company, 
and Mr. Dale has frequently visited Sierra 
Leone

■ ration. West Africa, has ° Some 4.000 tons of wheat have 
ns tour of duty. He has arrived under an agreement between the 

governments ol Sierra I eona anil the U.S 
Proceeds from the sale of the wheal will 
be used to finance local development in 
agriculture.

Ihe new terry which has arrived from 
West Germany to operate between 
Freetown and I agrm Point, on Ihe way 
to Lungi Airport, has been formally 
launched

o I-ormer Munster ol Development 
Planning. Georges Diguunbaye. has been 
placed under house arrest, and will face 
trial on curruption charges In a broadcast | 
President Tombalbaye said that 
M. Diguimbaye. who was sacked in the 
... |«>7I.

inquiry 
is of his riches, accumula- 
me”. M. Tombalbaye said

> get to the bottom 
___  _ number of "serious 
ons" against himself M. 
brother-in-law. a top civil

° Hearings continue in the court martial 
ol Major \bu Noah and five others on 
charges arising out of the events ol March

° Agreements have been signed between 
the Italian Consortium. Salim. < omstock. 
I result, and Hie government covering 

h preliminary investigations into ihe project 
for producing hydro-electricity at 
Bunibuna tails, in the Southern Provinces.

CHAD
Libya and the
Rebellion

Piesidcnt Tombalbaye. addressing Ihe 
opening session of the Chad National 
Assembly said that Ins government was 
prepared to ignore the past and lay the 
foundations of a new relationship with 
I ibya. He also said that Chad had not 
hiokcn diplomatic relations last August 
because of suspected Libyan involve­
ment in an attempted coup against 
President Tombalbaye. “Did this decision 
necessarily imply the participation of that 
sister republic in the attempted coup of 
which we had just been the victim'’", he 
asked "Certainly not, and we affirm that 
no statement by official circles in Fort 
Lamy can attest it".

M. Tombalbaye went on; "in truth our 
complaints against Libya were elsewhere. 
In fact, immediately alter our decision 
Hie Libyan government officially recog­
nised the so-called National Liberation 
I ront. linked with anti-national circles. 
For us al the time it was not so much a 

mg with Libya as ol 
between Ihe plotters 

lies"

nicdic.il
resent.it
Centr.il
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MALI

he

:es of i 
t alien

of

Norway 
nearly 

govern- 
mld act-

.ognised the Provish'tul 
Government of South 

diplomatic relations have

° Mali has rec< 
Revolutionary G 
Vietnam, and dip 
been established

fighting
PA1GC <
Norwegian p

"The mark to ask 
does anJ protein-rich foot 

bilateral
Regarding 

Chi '

coup in August. accusing the Lib; 
interfering in Chad's 
President Dion of

Bamako's sewer network and the 
water supplies of several other towns tn 
Mali ar to be improved under an agree­
ment with the UNDP Cost of the 
programme is estimated at £323.000

SENEGAL
Recovering from 
the drought

In an independence day message. 
President Senghor said that the Senegal­
ese economy was recovering from the 
effects of the 1970 drought. The trade 
balance in 1971 showed a deficit of 
26.000m. CFA francs (about £39m.) 
compared with 11.500m. CFA (about 
C 17.7m.) in 1970 and 19,400m. (about 
£29m.) in 1969. President Senghor 
attributed this to the drought and to the 
increased prices of imports. The ground­
nut crop had talien from 790.000 tons in o 
|970 to 583.000 tons in 1971. sorghum 
from 632.000 tons to 400.000 tons and 
paddy-rice from 155.000 tons to 90.000 
tons. Farm income had been down more 
tlian 24 per cent on the previous year.

SPANISH SAHARA
The summit meeting in Rabat bet­

ween Heads of State of Algeria. Morocco 
and Mauritania to discuss the Spanish 
Sahara has been postponed from the end 
of March to a later dale. An announce­
ment said that the postponement, to a 
date yet to be fixed, was on the agree­
ment oi all three leaders rather than at 
(he request of one The summit meeting 
to discuss the decolonisation of the 
Spanish colony had been announced after 
talks between the three countries' foreign 
ministers in January.

Ihe Pan-African Youth Movement, 
based on Algiers. has condemned what it 
called "tiie ueful repression and 
massacre/' curried out by authorities in 
the Spanish cole-y. It released a press 
statement saying 10 people had been 
killed there since March an apparent 
reference to Moi<. m press reports 
which Madrid i..- denied 1 he Moroccan 
reports claimed tba; violent demonstrat­
ions had taken place in El-Aiun. but the 
Spanish Foreign '.i.ustry -.aid that the 
commander ol the < .manes military 
region had receive i .r- "excellent recept­
ion” when he .i ii.-.i tnc town the day 
alter the nols were ilk-gcd to have taken 
place.

o A ( had delegation is reported to have 
arrived in Niamey for discussions with a 
Libyan delegation about the differences 
between Chad and Libya (('had broke 
.-.ft relations with Libya after .in abortive

---- ... v acctuing !?!•? Libyans of 
in Chad's internal affairs.

Dion of Niger has been 
attempting mediation between the two 
countries.)

About

-servant in the Foreign Ministry, would 
=a1so be tried on the same charges. M.

Diguimbaye had been a minister and 
member of the Political Bureau of the 
ruling PP I’ until 1971. Then he was made 
head of the Chad Development Bank 
from which post he has now been 
dismissed.

This year's groundnut season, ending 
this month, is expected to yield 900.000 
tons up 57.8 per cent on the last 
season, said the President. Sorghum out­
put had increased by nearly 46 per cent 
to nearly 600,000 tons, and cotton nearly 
100 per cent to 21.162 tons. On the basis 
of these results the President predicted 
that the Gross National Product would 
rise again after decreasing 7.87 per cent 
last year.

To mark National Day. President 
Senghor reduced the sentences of several 
political prisoners, including former 
Premier. Mamadou Dia. The latter, con­
victed # of threatening state security in 
1963. had his life sentence cut to 20 
years. The lite sentence passed on 

100 Chad students expelled Mustapha Drame in June 19t»7 for plan- 
from Libya have arrived in Fort Lamy. rung an assassination attempt was also 
—rii a n n p i a reduced to 20 years hard labour, and live
I rl H O people sentenced with him were released.

Following his re-election as President M. Drame was a member of tiie personal 
(see page 453). Sir Dauda Jawara told a staff of former Interior Minister 
news conference that the policy of his Valdiodio Ndiaye. lulled al the same time 
PPP was to consolidate the political 
education of the people of The Gambia. 
Sir Dauda said he had no intention to 
pass any legislation banning any existing 
political groupings. When asked if it was 
bis intention to introduce a one-party 
system in The Gambia he said: "this 
would be contrary to our constitution 
because freedom of expression and meet­
ing is enshrined in The Gambia’s consti­
tution” Sir Dauda also referred to the 
current three-year development pro­
gramme. in which 
road infrastructure and tourism were 
given priority. He also mentioned that a 
Gambian mission was in London studying 
possible association with the I FC The 
President told newsmen he icgarded his 
next state visit to Taiwan as a mark of the 
continued good relations between The 
Gambia and Nationalist China 
expulsion of Taiwan from the I 
not preclude any state having 
relations with Taiwan” R< 
possible relations with the Chinese 
Peoples Republic, he said,"we keep an 
open mind as to what our relations with 
China could he. One has to wail and see.”

as Dia

PORTUGUESE 
GUINEA

The day after Lisbon called home its 
ambassador to Denmark following the 
announcement that the Danish govern­
ment would provide £360.000 for Afri­
can liberation movements. N 
announced that it had pledged 
£70.000 to PAIGC. Ihe Danish i 

development pro- ment had also disclosed that it woi 
agriculture, education. tvely support moves to remove Portugal 

and tourism were hom NATO and suspend export credit 
guarantees to Portugal. Dutch "liberat­
ion” committees have announced a major 
drive to raise funds for guerilla groups 

i the Portuguese. Members of a 
delegation which had received the 

pledge in Oslo visited Den- 
; tor a prefabricated hospital 

’ food.

CONGO-BRAZZAVILLE
President Ngmiabi said on his return 

from Pans that his trip had put Franco- 
Congolese co-operation on a firmer 
footing "I have told French investors 
that they are welcome but there is no 
place here for people who conduct 
themselves like Hitlers". He had discussed 
UDI AC (of which he is current Chair­
man) with President Pompidou, who 
understood his wish that the Congolese 
people should benefit as much as possible 
from its advantages

During a stopover in Centrafrican 
Republic President Ngouabi said that 
solutions had been found in Paris for all 
the problems he raised on behalf of 
UDI \C member.. which were believed to 
include questions concerning the unions 
central bank .uni money-issuing centre in 
Pam. Speaking of I ebruary’s attempted 
coup in Brazzaville he said that it w» 
unique in black Africa because it was the 
first tune that members of the ruling 
party had staged a coup.

° M. Mamadou Sory Ouane. head of 
the Departmental Staff at the Ministry 
Justice has been arrested and accused 
taking a bribe from a Bamako firm.

CAMEROON
A report in Z.c Monde from Yaounde 

says that President Ahidjo would like to 
revise all the cooperation agreements 
made with France in I960, and which, 
"twelve years after independence, seem 
to be. in varying degrees, out of date" 
Ihe report mentions particularly the 
monetary agreement, pointing out that 
the states belonging to the Equatorial 
African Central Bank (BCE.AEC) have, in 
any case, a sy stem notably less liberal than 
that enjoyed by the states of the West 
African Central Bank (BCEAO). One of 
the missions of the current Chairman of 
UDEAC. President Ngouabi. m Paris, was 
to plea for monetary reform, but it is 
already learnt in Yaounde that Presidents 
Senghor and Houphouel-Boigny are 
envisaging something more extreme.

Cameroon is establishing diplomatic 
relations with North Korea, having 
ready' relations with South Korea. T 
aim is "to make a contribution as part of 
its non-alignment policy towards the 
reunification of the Korean people "
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£15£m for the Universities

EQO £
• A Swedish Trude mission has arrived 
in Nigeria on a two-week business pro­
mol ion drive

board has been set up in 
Late with an initial work-

R hodcsia

all

Nigeria
Indents 

rogrammc. Nigerian students 
1 ti> make a return visit to the 

'nion later in the year

o A marketing I 
Benue Plateau St;
,ng capital of £200.000

idigenous North Eastern 
The Guardian, has been 

aiduguri by the Jalingo

has protested to the United 
i the import of chronic from 
in d< 

Nations I nibaigoo Conversion oi lhe Posts .mJ 
Telecommunications Iiep.irlmein into a 
statutory corporation. scheduled lor 
April I. h.is been postponed until the 
Ministry ol ( omniiiim atioiis has had lull 
consultations with tin1 v.moils muons

arrived on a tv.o week tour ol > 
under the National I mon ol Stu 
exchange pr< 
.ire expected 
Soviet Cl

e Ihe first mt 
Stale newspaper, 
launched in Mai 
News Agency

° £5rn has been set aside for re­
organisation of the Prisons Department 
Centres will be established to train prison­
ers in crafts and trades “to make them 
useful citizens on discharge”

Technicians in the Ministry ol Tele­
communications staged a work-to-rule in 
support of the demand by the Union of 
Federated Posts and Telecommunications 
Workers lor better conditions and 
publication of the Gill Report The 
I ederal Communications Commissioner. 
Mr Joseph Tarka, described the action as 

Natural "rash, unpatriotic and uncalled for. We 
have been talking to them and they gave 
the indication that they weie satisfied 
with the talks". I he Director of the P and 

T.O. zAkindele. commented. "We

° The £|7m World Bank loan ta 
Nigeria will be used for war-damaged 
schools and teacher training colleges in 
lhe three eastern stales It will be used in 
lhe reconstruction and expansion of 23 
secondary .schools and seven primary 
teachers training colleges and will also 
help achieve increased efficiency in 
educational institutions and ensure a How 
of trained graduates on to lhe labour 
market Before lhe loan was announced 
East Central Slate Commissioner for 
Education. Di. Magnus Adiele, said that it 
would cost about £l7m to bring 
education institutions in the area back 
their pre-war condition.

o Ni".-:i.m li adcisting ( oiporation is ° 
pend £2'.n n ;ls senices ijuring the 

nev. I mam i.d y e.n "Although lhe budget 
idled'. :. iridvd spending il is planned 

uuc a high standard of
ion. News gathcri'V’ oilers ol 
serve all parts <>| the help solve 
I have been provided 
s Programmes as a 

reflecting all

° Two loans lor the reconstruction of 
Enugu Airport and the expansion pro­
gramme of the Nigerian Sugar Company 
at Bacita, Kwara State have been signed 
between the f ederal Military Government 
and the African Development Bank.

HPhe National Universities Commission 
received the highest allocation 

(£15.5m 1 in the current Federal Estimates 
for 1972-73 It was closely followed 
by the Ministry of Works and Housing 
(£14m.). There weie substantial increases 
in the amounts provided for the Minis­
tries of Internal At fairs. I xtcinal Affairs 

Agriculture and 
Labour. Health ami I duca- 
ired with the amounts they 

r In addition the Federal 
mg immediately the I. Mr 
the regional market- are goidg to be firm and see to it (hat the 

government is not held to ransom under 
any circumstances."
o Cargo ships are to be diverted to Poit 
IIaicourt to remove the perennial port 
congestion in Lagos. Commissioner for 
transport. Dr. Diko. said on his return 
from a visit to the Rivers Stale Sufficient 
cargo handling facilities were now 
available there, and he would soon 
initiate talks with members of the 
shipping industry on the need to divert 
some of

° About 30 children are dying daily 
from measles in lhe Galadiman Kogo 
District ol the North Western Slate, 
according to a report in the Daily Times.

° lhe Nigerian National Theatre ha 
been launched in Lagos Its ami is I. 
promote Nigerian culture and create Hi 
necessary' platform for developing Hi 
performing arts. It was opened by a pin- 
put on at Dodan Barracks. The play 
written by a Ghanaian, was staged by : 
cast from lhe Fast Central State before 
Gen. Gowon. senior military officers 
government officials. Dr Azikiwe and 
Chief Awolowo.

handling facilities were 
there, and he would 

talks with members 
,n"ig industry on the need 
iv uf their cargo to Port Harcourt.
The chairman of lhe East Central 

State Public Service Commission has 
urged industries, banks and commercial 
house'- to assist in reducing lhe Stale's 
soaring unemployment figures Their 
oilers ol employment he said, would 

the problem I he Commission 
recently concluded a recruitment exercise 
tor school leavers at six centres in the

Information. 
Resources 
lion, compared 1 
received last y ear 
Government F "-pay 
t5.5m loan given by tl._ ___ ______
mg boards to the former central govern­
ment in I'’('-I. it •- hoped that lhe early 
repayment w:il help the marketing boards 
and stale governments to stabilise then 
finances and pay highei producer prices

I he National Sports Commission has 
I’cen fj.ml.'l '.Im io, the development 
»i spo'i- |i is .ay s the government, up 
’ 1 the < al to give the necessary

e results in sporting 
ami abroad iFor

Nigeria's deputy High Commissioner in London, Mr. J. A. Akadiri, 
exhibition and sale of contemporary Nigerian art at the Africa Centre. Wit 
Roh Johnson, who organized the exhibition in cooperation with the centre, on the left 
is Miss Margaret l-'eeny of the Africa Centre. They are looking at a wool collage. 
■ Hunting is our Business". by Bisi Fabunmi. All five artists represented belong to the 
Oshogho School. Of the 60 exhibits only a small proportion have so far been sold and 
others arc still available to lhe public.
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culpable 
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Regular I \press Freight Service between
I .S. Gulf Ports and 
West African Ports
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° I Ik East Central State has announce 
that about *00 of its damaged scho ■' 
have been rebuilt with assistance fn

The army's duty 
to the Ibos

deputy 
tn the Feder. 

»ort. has been appotntt 
.'a AirwaysKN SI AR SHIPPING ( O iNigerul LID 

.'Is. \papa. Nigeria

reight and other information apply to Southern Star Shipping Co.. Inc.. 
New \ ork. NA .. Suite 2000 or - Texas Transport & Terminal Co. Inc.29 Broadway. New York. N.' 

New Orleans and Houston.

WEST AFRICAN AGENTS
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° ( <»l. Abba Ky.iri. North Central Stole
Governor, has said that some television i 
programmes in Lagos were not in keeping I 
with Nigeria’s foreign policy and national I 
aspirations

° I he newly created State Developing’' 
and Property Corporation has taken tw. 
responsibility for the £2.3in b«usir 
scheme in Ikeia.

° S.vcnfy-tvvo new indigenous 
1'iinpanic'. with i I'dal share capital of 
£3m. have Been established in Kano Stair 

hi • the piihhi.it!'hi '>| the Nigerufl
I ntcipn ■■ Promotion Decree.

o Commissioner for Labour and 
Information. Chief Anthony Enahoro. is 
currently visiting Britain and France tn 
connection with the 1974 World Negro 
Arts Festival to be held tn Nigeria. He is 
accompanied by the Senegalese Secretary 
General of the Festival. M. Alioune Diop

° I he Irish Foreign Minister, Dr 
Patrick llillery. and his wile have made 
an eight-day official visit to Nigeria Dr 
llillery was scheduled to visit three of the 
twelve states and hold official talks with 
Dr Okoi Arikpo. External Affairs 
Commissioner

° Mr l.O. Oluwu. formerly 
permanent secretary m the 
Ministry ofTranspol 
chairman of Nigeria

protects endai 
that the repi 

to create unnecessary bad bloo 
mischievous

Com missioncr 
criticised the deli 
by the Federal Pi. 
to permanent 
lion of power 
"particularly 
tribalistic”. He also compl 
the £7m given to state governments for 
agriculture in the past two years less than 
£3m. had been spent

Okezie. the I ederal 
for Agriculture, has 

legation of certain powers 
'ublic Service Commission 
secretaries. "This deleg.i- 

coukl be abused”, he said, 
as most Nigerians are 

darned that of
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o \ddrcssing the annual general 
conference ot the .Nigerian Tobacco 
General Workers I nion in Port Harcourt, 
the chairman of the Nigerian Tobacco 
Company. Mr Hugh McDonald, said that 
the cigarette market grew at only 2': per 
cent last y ear compared with XG percent 
in 1970 and 39 p.-r cent in 1969. While 
there had been no .substantial growth in 
the market, and therefore no substantial 
growth in revenue, the cost of materials, 
wages and salaries had risen substantially.

o The Nigerian Embassy in Bonn has 
protested to the West German newspaper. 
Die h’clt. over its reporting of the 
publication of the indigemsation decree 
1 he report was headed "Africanisation 
decree also in Nigeria Iagos offends 
foreign investors projects endangered" 
1 he embassy said that the report ‘ sought 

od’ and was

Xlrainc ltd <1 reebwvn, Monrovia. Port 
Harvourt lein.i l.i-.-r.idi W.itril
Siwopao ( \bidi.in. Dakai and Douala*
I’Hs. Van Omincrvn (Angola) Lid l Luanda and 
Lob ito)

o | he Federal Government intends to 
give proper attention to the issue of the 
creation of states after the 1973 census. 
Maj. Gen Adebayo. Commandant of the 
Nigerian Defence Academy, said tn a 
lecture to local government students He 
said that the Army was looking forward to 
1976 when it would hand over power to a 
popularly-elected civilian regime and go 
back to the barracks to resume its 
traditional role of defending the territorial 
integrity of the nation.

m.s. West wind

ZIK WARNS ON 
NATIONALISATION

Former President Dr. Nnamdi 
Azikiwe has warned against indiscrimi­
nate nationalisation. Speaking at the 
quarterly luncheon of the Nigerian Guild 
of Editors he said that in Nigeria 
nationalised industries had not lared 
better than their L’K counterparts The 
spate of adverse comments by tribunals 
of enquiry was an indication of woeful 
inexperience. culpable incompetence, 
gross inefficiency and unwarranted 
ministerial interference. He criticised the 
indigenisation policy as a phase 
nationalisation and would like to 
statutory corporations and ancilliary 
concerns run by management agencies on 
a commercial basis. "It we nationalise 
indiscriminately we shall be obliged to 
experience disappointments as other 
rations who were pressured into national­
ising their enterprises by doctrinaire 
ideologists and armchair eggheads."

I he formal transfer of the 1st 
Infantry Division from l-'nugu to Kaduna 
has taken place with the arrival in Kaduna 
of the Commanding Officer. Brig. Bisalla 
In his farewell at Enugu he said •What­
ever little we have done, whatever tsy 
men .mil I have contributed to the cause 
ol peace . we did in the belief that it 
was <>ur duty to help re-establish the Ihw 
into the Nigerian community"

o The joint consultative commission set 
up by Nigeria and Cameroon is to meet in 
Yaounde early in May’ to consider the 
report of the sub-committee which 
examined the technical aspects of the 
delimitation survey on the maritime 
boundary of the two countries The 
commission will also consider drafts of 
trade agreements and extradition treaties 
between Nigeria and Cameroon. Thiswas 
announced in the communique issued after 
President Ahidjo’s visit to Lagos. The 
Heads of State also initialled agreements 
on cooperation in police and judicial 
matters and m cultural, social and tech­
nical matters They' agreed on fishing 
privileges in each others’ territorial waters 
until a formal agreement is negotiated.
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People are so keen to sail to the U.K. aboard the 'Aurcol' that it's 
often booked up well in advance. But cancellations do occur so 
applications are welcome right up to the day of sailing.
If the cabin of your choice is already booked, let us provisionally 
reserve another cabin. Then should your first choice become 
available later through cancellations, etc., a transfer will be 
arranged immediately.
Once aboard ’Aureol’ you’ll enjoy good food with a choice 
of English or West African cuisine. You can join in the 
entertainment provided or relax -just as you wish.
Going ’Aureo!’ has another advantage - you can take up 
to 40 cubic feet of luggage at no extra cost1 
There are regular sailings of m.v. ’Aureol’ from Lage 
calling atTakoradi, Monrovia. Freetown and Las Pj 
en route to U.K. You can join the ship at any of these 
ports. Or stop off at, say. the Canary Islands for a 
few days and fly from there, leaving your luggage 
on board for carriage to U. K. at no extra cost.
So travel to the U.K. on ’Aureo!’ and take it easy.
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