encdorses our
reforms - o vonio-1wears

ontrary to repeated

C denials by some top
government officials

that the ongoing economic
reforms ofthe presentadmin-
istration anchored on the
National Economic Empower-
mentand Development Strat-
egy (NEEDS), were home-
grown, the Minister of Fi-
nance, Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-
Iweala, said yesterday that
the reforms have the en-
dorsement of the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF).
Several top bureaucrats in
President Olusegun
Obasanjo’s administration
have repeatedly claimed that
the ongoing economic reform
programmes were formulated
within the country by Nigeri-
ans, and not tailored by

By Ahmed I. Shekarau,
Group Business Editor

Bretton Woods institutions
like the V" orld Bank and the
IMF.

One of such bureaucrats
is the current governor ofthe
Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN), Professor Charles C.
Soludo, whose immediate
past position was the Chief
Economic Adviser to the
President. Professor Soludo
who is often referred to as Mr.
NEEDS, has argued severally
that the ongoing reforms were
not dictated to Nigeria by the
IMF. The Speaker of the
House of Representatives,
Alhaji Aminu Bello Masari,
.was also reported recently to

Contd. on Pg 2

Rep escapes
mob attack In
Zamfara

Page 3

We are on the GO to building
an enduring finagciai institution.
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Totally Devoted to You,

Zamfara State Governor, Alhaji Sani Ahmed (Ief?,_AIha'i Hassan Ahmed Magaji (middle) and Secretary General, Nigeria Supreme
fi
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held in Abuja... yesterday.
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ajority of the del-
egates who spoke
yesterday at the
ongoing national political re-
form conference have called
for heavy agricultural subsi-
dies to ensure food security

M

By Habeeb I. Pindiga,
Politcal Reporter

in the country.

The delegates were speak-
ing at the commencement of
debate on the economy, hu-
man and social security, na-

UN Security Council: AU
demands two permanent seats

he 15-membercommit-
tee set up by African
leaders at the last Afri-
can Union summit in Abuja,
has recommended for two
permanent seats and five
non-permanent seats to Af-
rica on the UN security coun-
cil.
In a press conference, the
Foreign Affairs minister, Am-

bassador Pin AHpni.u—
closed that the decision,

which has already been ap-
proved by the executive
council ofthe AU, will be the
focus ofthe next AU meeting
billed for July in Libya.

The minister said that the
meeting will decide which two
countries will contest the per-
manent seat in the security
council, adding that Nigeria
stands a good chance of get-

By Jibril Abubakar and
Elkanab Chawai (Foreign
Desk Reporters)

ting the ticket with its com-
mitment to peace in Africa.
The common voice
adopted by Africa was in-
formed by a panel report set
up by the General-Secretary
ofthe UN, Kofi Annan, to re-

t>fumu In till TINL HKT

report proposed two options
for the expansion of the se-
curity council membership
which were first, to increase
« the security council perma-
nent membership with two
slots for Africa and four Afri-
can non-permanent member-
ships which was called ‘Op-

tion A’
The alternative option
Contd. on Pg 2

tional security and social in-
frastructure for national de-
velopment and integration.

They said no nation can
prosper unless it provides an
enabling environment for ad-
equate food production.

Enumerating four steps
towards agricultural develop-
ment in Nigeria, the Emir of
Gombe, Alhaji Shehu
Abubakar said government
must maintain rural roads,
supply water, develop indus-
tries that would process farm
products and enhance air-
ports for exportation of pro-
cessed products.

Abubakar also called for
subsidy and timely provision
of fertilisers as well as good
pricing for the products to en-
courage farmers to invest in
the sector. He said at the mo-

ment. farmers nwtV Prddg” -
at a loss.

Others who spoke in the
same vein included Kema
Chikwe, Emmanuel
Iwuanyanwu, Sunday
Adewusi, Chris Abashiya,
Ibrahim Lame, Bello Khaliel,
Yahya Abdulkarim, Garba
Duba, Abubakar Moriki,'
Malami Yandoto, Isyaku
Tofa, Sule Hamma, Margaret
Icheen, Shettima Mustapha,
Mohammed Ibrahim Hassan

and Abdulkadir Orire.

Most of them sought the
provision of between 10 and
40 percent of the budget at
all levels to fund agriculture,
and suggested the enhance-
ment ofproduct preservation

and processing.
Abdulkarim raised alarm
that desert encroachment was
threatening food security
while Duba, Hassan and
Icheen suggested that with

ght) during the regioRal conference o fthe African Istamlc Faith-basedDrganisaffons

Pix; Fe)ix Qnigbinde.

processing industries, Nige-
ria will rank among the top
exporters offinished agricul-

tural products.
Khaliel urged that the
Contd. on Pg 2

PRIVATISATION
ANPP cautions againstprivate monopolies

he All Nigeria Peoples
Party (ANPP), has
called for the involve-
ment ofmore Nigerians in the
federal government’s
privatisation policy to avoid
the creation of private mo-
nopolies.

Chairman of the party,
ChiefDon Etiebet, who made
this position known yester-
day in Abuja at the ongoing
Tiaiionalpoliticalreformcon-
ference, said itwill be danger-
ous to break government
monopolies only to create
same in the private sector.

“ANPP believes that the
privatisation programme
should be streamlined to
bring in more Nigerians and
be more evenly spread
throughout the country to
enable more Nigerians own a
slice ofthe means ofthe eco-
nomic development of this

T

country particularly in the
key sectors.

“ANPP believes that it is
very dangerous to transfer the
state monopoly ofthe past in
the key sectors of the
economy to new private mo-
nopoly wholly, and in an un-
developed country like Nige-
ria with multi-ethnic groups,
multi-religious groups and
poverty-stricken environ-
ment where unemployment

and hunger has the tendency
of causing instability,” he
said.

Etiebet expressed concern
that Nigeria as the world’s
sixth largest exporter of pe-
troleum does not own func-
tional refineries.

ANPP, he also said, was
unhappy that Nigeria cannot
boast ofa national air carrier

bearing its name when
Contd. on Pg 2
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nation’s water resources be
used to complement rainfall
so that farming would be an
all-year-round activity.

Lame suggested that mili- .

tary men and prisoners be
sent to the farms to add to
the manpower deployed te
agriculture.

Hamma advised the federal
government to use partofthe
oil windfall to subsidise agri-
culture as anemergency area.

On his part, Orire sug-
gested that 40 percent of the
nation’s budget be given to
the sector for 10 years.

In his closing remarks at
the end of yesterday’s ses-
sion, chairman ofthe confer-
ence, Justice"Niki "Robi said
the dominant view was that
agriculture should be given
priority.

Also at yesterday’s ses-
sion, delegates made a case
for the development of solid
minerals in the country to
provide an alternative foreign
exchange earner to oil.

Abubakar Abdullahi, Jo-
seph Omada and many oth-
ers called for serious atten-
tion to the sector, as they said,
if tapped, the abundant min-
eral resources would boost
the nation’s earnings. Omada
urged the establishment of a
solid minerals development
bank.

Other issues that featured

have said Nigeria’s economic
reforms were not dictated by
the IMF or the World Bank.
Butthe ministeroffinance
said yesterday when she fea-
tured in a British Broadcast-
ing Corporation('2?/?C/)
programme tagged: Hard
Talk, that the IMF “scruti-

nised” the Obasanjo
administration’s reform
programmes.

“Letmejust say one thing
here. In the past 18 months,
we’ve implemented a very rig-
orous economic reform
programme that has been
scrutinised by the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund.”

We’ve managed to
have..., last year’s results,
even our worst critics will say
whatwe’ve accomplished lasj,
year was one ofthe best,” Dr.
Ngozi Okonjo-lweala said
while fielding questions on
the BBC programme.

She maintained that “Ni-
geria has a very strong case
(fordebtrelief)arguing that
“Nigeria is a very poor coun-
try contrary to what people
think because we have oil.”

According to her, Nigeria
is a complex country ofover
130 million people, which is

ANPP Contd,from Pg |

smaller nations have this.
“Nigeria airways must come
back,” he said.

The party also recom-
mended that the National
Electric Power Authority
(NEPA), be reorganised into
three companies namely:
generation, distribution and
services.

‘It said, while generation
mustremain underpybtic con-,
trol, distribution and services’
should be privatised.

prominently yesterday in-
eludeeducation, security and
youth development.

Delegates sought an ar-
rangement in which the fed-
eral government could hands-
offthe running ofprimary and
secondary education for
states and local governments.

Speaking on security, del-
egates demanded a re-orien-
tation and funding for the
police, as well as withdrawal
ofmilitary from civil security
matters.

On youth development,
Alhaji Abubakar Mu’azu
Hassan, criticised what he
called recycling of leaders
who participated in the first,
second and third republics,
but yet wanted to continue
participating in governance.

He said such a situation
was denying the youths the
opportunity to serve their fa-
therland.

Hassan, who represents
the youths of Gombe State
suggested that all those who
occupied public office in the
previous republics should be
barred from elective and ap-
pointed positions besides
those of advisory capacity to
allow youths participate.

He also called on the
nation’s leaders to apologise
to the youths for denying
them the opportunity to serve
overtime.

IMF contd.from Pgl

the size of Western Europe,
and has an infinitesimal per
capita income per head com-
pared to many countries of
the world.

She lamented that Nigeria
is still viewed with the stereo-
type notion of a very corrupt
country, stating that the
Obasanjo administration,
which was “democratically
elected” is a big deviation
from past leaderships that
defied the image ofNigeria.

The minister listed among
others, the Extractive Indus-
try Transparency Initiative
and the Economic and Finan-
cial Crimes Commission
(EFCC), as part ofthe federal
government’s commitment to
rid Nigeria of corrupt prac-
tices, particularly in the eco-
nomic sector.

Dr. Ngozi reiterated that
though the Nigerian govern-
ment earned about US$25 bil-
lion from crude oil sales last
year, thatamount can only be
shated into about 53 United
States cents for each of the
130 million Nigerians, adding
that the Obasanjo administra-
tion is putting on ground a
lot of infrastructure required
to move the nation forward.

She challenged Western
Europeans especially mem-
bers of the European Union
(EU), to repatriate looted
funds belonging to Nigeria
stashed in their countries as
a step to show that they were
morally clean.

When prodded further on
allegations of massive cor-
ruption in government circles,
the minister said the govern-
ment w”s Hoipg everything
possible to rid the nation of
corru”t”™." N rom3n'

Specifically, Dr. Ngozi said

D aily Trust
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Why | was dismissed -Justice Senlong

ustice Chrisantus
Senlong yesterday said
that he was dismissed
from service because he had
no “god father” in the Na-
tional Judicial Council (NJC).
He told judicial'corre-
spondents shortly after a
court session on the dis-
missal suit that he was rec-
ommended for dismissal be-
cause a member of the NJC
committee that investigated
the petition against him had
an axe to grind with him.
Earlier, Senlong while tes-
tifying from the witness box
at the Federal High Court,
Abuja, gave a graphic picture
of how he was suspended
and later dismissed from ser-
vice based on the report of a
committee set up by the NJC.
Led in evidence by Mr.
J.B. Daudu (SAN), the wit-
ness said that he was invited
to appear before a panel set
up by the NJC because of a
petition written against him
by Justice M.M. Adamu, who
was the head of the Akwa
Ibom State governorship and
legislative tribunal.
Senlong, according to the
complaint against him was

the former Inspector General
of Police, Mr. Tafa Balogun,
was still being investigated
and that whenever there are
facts against some past lead-
ers alleged to have corruptly
enriched themselves, it shall
investigate and prosecute
such personalities.

Asked when Nigeria will
change for the better, the min-
ister who retorted that there
isno country in the world that
is devoid of corrupt practices,
said Nigeria’s case was par-
ticularly bad because it expe-
rienced about two decades of
misrule under the military.

She, however, affirmed
that “whether itwill take more
than 10 or 20years, we are
right on track in the process
ofreforming our nation.”

tagged ‘Option B’, proposed
that no new permanent mem-
ber should be elected, but
added that a new category of
non-permanent membership
be created which will allocate
four slots to Africa and will
give the advantage to mem-
bers to stay for four years and
seek re-election in contrary to
the two-year tenure and re-
Striction on seeking ro

tion.

The minister stated that
Nigeria has always been in
support of option A, adding
that the decision has en-
hanced Nigeria’s quest for a
permanent security council
membership.

“Since there were two op-
tions in the recommendation,
itwas important to make Sure
that if We aspire to be; a per-
nVafierit' riieiViB"\V! 6 pltfEh 1A
should be the one that will be

By Kemi Ogedengbe,
Judicial Editor

said to have given the tribu-
nal the impression that Hon.
Justice Pats-Acholonu and
Justice George Oguntade,
were interested in the result
ofthe Akwa-lbom State gov-
ernorship petition to be re-
solved in favour of the peti-
tioner, Dr. Ime Umana.

Explaining his case,
Senlong accused the two
lawyers who served on the in-
vestigating committee of the
NJC of recording a verdict
tainted with bias because
their law firms appeared be-
fore the controversial tribu-
nal which he was alleged to
be influencing, an allegation
that was denied.

He said that he had re-
ceived a letter from the inves-
tigating committee to appear
before it, another one from the
ChiefJustice ofNigeria con-
veying his suspension from

office and lastly his dismissal
letter dated Mai;ch 16,2004.

According to him, a letter
by the president of the Court
of Appeal had revealed that
he was trying to pervert the
cause ofjifetice, saying that
he was surprised that the al-
legation was treated as a
criminal matter.

He went further that he
had never been arraigned be-
fore any court in respect of
the criminal allegation in the
petition against him.

Senlong said that four
members ofthe investigating
committee attended the NJC
meeting which discussed the
petition between March 6 and
7,2003.

“Itwas at this meeting that
the NJC set up a committee
made up of Chief Kehinde
Sofola SAN, Justice I.A.
Shotiminu, Grand Khadi U.Y.
Abdullahi and Chief T.J.O.
Okpoko, SAN.

He said that the NJC

implemented the reportofthe
committee that was sup-
posed to be fact-finding and
issued his dismissal letter
“There should have been
larger meeting ofthe council
to look into the report of the
committee.”

Besides, he said that a let-
ter written by the committee
to EAS Airline asking itto fur-
nish it with information if he
(Senlong) and Dr. Umana
were on board at a particular
time, exonerated him that he
nevertravelled with Umanato
Jos. “We were never their
passengers.”

Senlong alleged that the
NJC violated his right to fair
hearing when itjust acted on
the recommendations of the
committee without setting up
a larger panel to examine the
report of the investigation
committee.

Further hearing continues
on April 13,2005.

R-L: Alhaji Waziri Mohammed PDP North East delegate, Major General Alwali Jauji
Kazir, Yobe State delegate, Norbert Esenwah, Nigeria Youth Organisation South South
delegate and Chief Chika Okafor, Jmo State delegate at the national political reform
conference in Abuja... yesterday.

UN contd.from Pgi

accepted... We then decided
that our strategy should first
be targeted to ensure that
Africa expresses support for
Option A.

“Our point of view per-
vaded, that is our point of
view by leading the group
that says that we should take
advantage of the two perma-
nent seats offer, that is the

onlv context which Nigeria
can aspire to be a member or

the security council,” he said.
He added that Nigeria’s
bid strategy, which will enter
the third stage, will involve
ensuring that Africa has a say
on who the two permanent
members will be stating that
the AU has agreed that Af-
rica will designate two mem-
bers that'wilf contest adding
that it will be by consensus.
bAtlehijl'saidfhSt'tficUnion
took a strong stand over the

countries to become perma-
nent members and would
make an influential factor on
the UN final decisions.

He revealed that Nigeria is
working discretely for it to
become a permanent member
ofthe UN security council on
which the AU will take a final
stand come July.

On veto powers of perma-

nent members, he stressed
tnat INIgCl let ctnu tiiw-vU i._.

considered it undemocratic
and have called for its aboli-
tion in the reforms ofthe UN,
but added that 1f the j*xtant
permanent members insist on
veto powers, the new perma-
nent members should be ac-
corded the same power sta-
tus.

fie disclosed thata mocha-,
of the African commission,
chairman of the executive

Pix: Kennedy Egbonodje.

council of the AU and the
chairman of the 15-member
committee has been set up to
negotiate veto powers and
other elements with#the UN.
The foreign affairs minis-
terrurrently chairs the execu-
tive council ofthe AU.
w f j

KofiAnnan, UNscribe



FGhands
over lron-Ore

oyt Global

By Hamisu Muhammad,
Business Reporter

~he federal government,

has commenced the'

process of handing
over the National Iron-Ore
Mining Company
| (NIOMCO), Itakpe, with the
release of official documents
:to its new manager-Global In-
frastructure Nigeria Hold-
ings Limited, at a ceremony

representative of the minis-
ter at the occasion, -Engr.
Abubakar Yaro Ibrahim, in-
formed the audience that the
idea to concession the
JNIOMCO began in October
j2004, when president
Obasanjo saw the broad out-
| line that the ISPAT Group
Icould effectively transform
:Ac Ajaukuta steel company.

Engr. Ibrahim said Mr.
:President gave a directive to
jsetup acommittee to look for
|possible ways to enhance
jraw materials production to
jsustain Ajaokuta steel com-

pany..

At the occasion, the man-
|ag’ng director of the Steel
|Company. Engr. Verma
*Mohan noted that the take
?0ver marked a new chapter
lin the dramatic change that
jhas begun in Ajaokuta.

It would be recalled that
| the idea of NIOMCO began
lin 1971 when the federal gov-

ernmentpromulgated Decree
j 19 which set up the Nigerian
j Steel Development Authority
j (NSDA) with the mandate to
plan, operate and maintain

iron-ore and steel plants in
Ithe country.

*'tf

in

Vice President Atiku Abubakar, Governor James ibori ofDelta State and Hajiya Amina
Tit, Abubakar during the launching ofthe Peter Okocha Foundation held at the Golden

Gate Restuarantin Lagos... weekend.

UN should adopt islamic approach
to community dev-Gov Sani

p he goverror of
Zamfara state, Alhaji
Ahmad Sani, has

urged United Nations agen-
cies to adopt Islamic ap-
proach in view of the recog-
nition of the numerical
strength and the potentials
for growth in Islamic commu-
nities.

Alhaji Ahmad Sani who
made the statement at the
opening ceremony of the Re-
gional conference of African
Islamic Faith-based
organisations in Abuja, yes-
terday, said that Islam ad-
dresses all facets of human
endeavor.

He said “while women
rights as enunciated through
the Married Women Property

i Act of GreaPBritain is a rela-
I tively new development,

NCAA investigates
Chanchangi accident

he Nigerian Civil Avia
tion Authority
(NCAA) has com-
menced investigations into
jthe cause of the accident in-
volving a Chanchangi plane
Ithat skidded off the Nnamdi
iAzikwe Airport tarmac last
I1Saturday.

NCAA Director-General,
;Engr. Fidelis Onyeyiri, who
idisclosed this to newsmen
jyesterday, stated that the
;authority’s director of opera-
;tion has begin interviewing
Ithe crew members and con-
trol tower to establish what
actually led to the incident.

Onyeyiri howeveraffirmed
Ithat there was actually awind
|and rainstorm when the inci-
jdent occurred, stressing that
jthe NCAA will get to the bot-
tom of what happened by
|Wednesday or Thursday.

According to him, the af-
fected aircraft will be in-
Ispected for damages, adding
|that if the aircraft is alright, it

T

From Shakirat Abdulmajeed
Correspondent Lagos

will be back for use saying,
“pbut not the crew because we
have to clear what happened
before the crew can be asked
to go back” and, noted that
the Accident Investigation
and Prevention Bureau
(AIPB), must be involved
whenever there is an accident.

“I tried to get in touch with
them (AIPB) and they came
to the scene and started by
taking the measurementso far.
They took the photograph,
but did not-complete the work
of clearing the aircraft”.

It could be recalled that a
chartered Boeing 727-200 air-
craft belonging to
Chanchangi airline conveying
dignitaries including minis-
ters, governors and members
of the national Assembly
skidded off the runway after
landing at the Abuja Interna-
tional Airport last Saturday.

By Abubakar Haruna,
Reporter Abuja

barely 100 years old, Islam has
provided for womerus rights
in the holy Quran and Sunnah
of the prophet”.

He added, “over 1400 years
ago through legislation on
rights to life, security, social
well-being, ownership of
property among others.”

The governor who listed
surah An-nisa’i (4:32),
pointed out that the right of j
women werewell protected by ;
the Shariah in marriage and j
they were free to pursue their j

|
i
1

interest so long as they ob-
served the conditions set out i
by Shariah including eco- i
nomic interests.

According to him, women J
have been considered as part- i
ners in marriage whose dig- t
nity and honour must be re- E
spected and both men and j
women were encouraged to
marry as soon as they reach |
the age ofpuberty in order to |
reduce or even avoid promis- !
cuity.

He then urged the Ulamas j
and imams to come up with j
the true Islamic position of
the various sub-themes ofthe
conference by putting the fear
ofAllah into all perspectives.

Earlier, the Sultan of Sokoto,
Alhaji Mohammed Maccido
who was represented by
Alhaji Hassan Ahmad
(Magajin Garin Sokoto), de-
scribed the conference as a
unique opportunity to high-
light the beautiful doctrines
ofIslam on the family.

Maccido said that the op-
portunity should also be
seized to correct the distor-
tions of the teachings of Is-
lam which were all over the
place on the status ofwomen
and the roles ascribed to them
in Islam.

According to him, a clear ;

—

Pix:Joe Oroye

distinction should be drawn
between Islamic rules and
practices on the one hand
and certain cultural practices
in some societies which he
said have nothing to do with
Islam, adding that for ex-
ample, Islam never endorses
harmful practices against
women whether as mothers or
children.

FG sets up conflict
resolution c’ttees

V ice president Atiku
Abubakar yesterday
presided over the

meeting of the presidential

implementation committee on
strategic conflict resolution
throughout the country.

At its in~igural meeting
yesterday, the committee set
up six si! *imittees on se-
curity reforms, early warnings
and early response, socio-
political and economic con-
flict and measures to be

flict*
sponse

-security related
manitestatives which in-
eluded positive action of
small arms, corruption of law
enforcement agents and vigi-
lante groups.

-political manifestation of
conflicts like territorial dis-
putes.

-poor, and inequality re-
source competition and in-
equality in the allocations of
the nation’s resources.

-ethnic and religious con-
flicts committee, this is to rep-
licate the implimentation com-
mittees ofthe national action
plan at the state and local gov-
ernment levels.

Among members of the
presidential implementation

Human rights, challenge to
Nigeria’s democracy

-Rep

T 1 vie deputy chairman of
the House of Repre
X sentatives committee

on human rights, Hon. Abdul

j Oroh, yesterday said that the

real challenges facing
Nigeria’s democracy is ensur-
ing that Nigerians are able to

; enjoy all the human rights

provided in the constitution
and in the international and
regional human rights instru-
ments to which the country
is a signatory or to which she
has ratified or acceded to.

In his welcome address ata
two-day public consultations
on Nigeria’sratification ofin-
ternational rights institution
holding in Abuja, Hon. Oroh
stressed the need to put in
place a sustainable framework
forthe promotion and protec-
tion ofhuman rights in Nige-
ria.

“Clearly, one ofthe biggest
challenges facing our new de-
mocracy is building a coun-
try that is fair to all its citi-
zens, where all individuals feel
and know that they are val-
ued members of society and
that they have rights that re-
spects human dignity, pro-
mote human development,
equality and advances human
freedom”, he said.

He therefore charged par-
liament to take the lead to
eradicate widespread poverty

By Zainab Alimi,
Political Reporter

in the country, which accord-
ing to him, inhibits the full en-
joyment of human rights by
widening the already huge
gap between the rich and the
poor.

Said he, “promoting, pro-
tecting and advancing all hu-
man rights for all our people,
especially the poor and vul-
nerable in our society is the
only guarantee ofa better life
for each and everyone ofus,”
and that is the purpose ofthis
public consultation.

On his part, the managing
partners of legal resources
consortium, Mr. Olawale
Fapohunda expressed hope
that the event will enable the
House committee and all
stakeholders concerned with
protecting human rights to
identify areas upon which pri-
ority attention should be fo-
cused.

Similarly, he executive sec-
retary ofthe National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC),
Mr. Bukhari Bello, disclosed
that for section 12 ofthe 1999
constitution which borders
on the implementation of in-
ternational obligations of
treaties signed by Nigeria to
be effective, the cooperation

and support of the National
Assembly is important.

——

Bv Reuben Yunana, Senior
Reporter State House

committee are the defence
minister, Rabiu Kwankwaso,
internal affairs minister
lyorchiaAyu, minister ofjus-
tice and Attorney General
Akin Olujinmi, director of
State Security Services,
Kayode Are, DIG of Police,
Mike Okiro, NNPC GMD,
Funsho Kupolokun, GD na-
tional boundary Commission,
Dahiru Bobbo and Mrs.
Hairat Balogun and Human
Rights Activist, Shehu Sani
and Women Political Activist,
Hajia Laila Dogonyaro.

Rep
escapes |
mob attack
In Zamfara

mFrom Salisu Zakari Maradun* |
Correspondent Gusau

A member ofthe House
of Representative
representing

Maradun and Bakura con-

stituency of Zamfara state,

Alhaji Bello Muhammed

Matawalle, over the weekend

escaped attack from angry

youths who accused him of
betrayal.

The incident occurred at
Talata Mafara during the
“Yarima 2007 Endorsement”
campaign which was
organised by the people of
the Zamfara west senatorial
district.

Numbering about 300, the
youths alleged that the law-
maker has not brought kny
development project to the
area he is representing.

According to them, the
lawmaker has in addition to
his failure to bring any devel-
opment project, also aban-
doned the people he is repre-
senting.

The member escorted by a
large number ofsecurity men
up to a distance ofalmost two
kilometers away from the
venue of the event.

“Our former representative
was better than him because
always came home to show
concern about his people,”
one of the youths said.

When contacted on tele-
phone, the lawmaker said he
would not say anything add-
ing that the press should do (
what they like as he is not the
only one who has found him-
self in such a situation

Aminu Bello Masari, Speaker
House o fReps



National Confab-
“Obasanjo’s explanation on confab delegates unacceptable”

A n Islamic scholar and
member of the dele-
gation that visited

IPresident Olusegun Obas-

janjo over the imbalance in

ithe composition of the lead-
ership and membership of
delegates to the ongoing
inational political reform

Iconference, Sheik Dahiru

iUsman Bauchi, has described

|as unacceptable the pres-
lident’s excuse of not consi-

;dering religion as a factor in

[the nomination of the

[delegates and contradicts

the normal procedure of

From Mohammed
Abubakar, Stringer in Gombe \

governance in the country.

Sheik Dahiru Bauchi ina
telephone conversation with
Daily Trust from Gombe, said
the president was wrong to
say he did not consider
religion as an important factor
while nominating delegates
to the conference.

He said: “Itis unfortunate
that the president could
pretend to be ignorant in the
matter while we all know that
in the country, appointed or

D aily Trust

National Confab...

selected officers, by
whatever name you call them,
are made to swear by their
scriptures, either the Qur’an
or the Bible. We also know
that declaration is given to
our religious differences to
ensure equity in all our
endeavours as a religion.”

He said for the president
to say he disregarded this
important factor because it
did not matter was not only
wrong but an exhibition of
the president’s' total
disregard for the continued
peace of this country.

The Sheik explained that
their demands include a
change in the composition of
the delegates to the confe-
rence where the chairman and
secretary do not come from
the same religion and that the
number of Christian deleg-
ates 0223 be reduced to tally
with that of the Muslims of
160 delegates.

He informed that if the
president refused to agree to
their demands, they will have
no option but to ask their
state governors to withdraw
all Muslim delegates from the
conference.

Adewusi, Coomassie warn against state police

wo former Inspectors

General of Police,

Alhaji Sunday Ade-
iwusi and Alhaji lbrahim
ICoomassie, have warned that
the creation of state police
jwill breed chaos in the cou-
ntry and would be abused by
|governors to intimidate their
opponents.

They were speaking
yesterday in Abuja at the
ongoing national political
Ireform conference.

Adewusi, who was the
police boss in the second
republic, said 36 additional
lautonomous police forces
besides the Nigeria police
would mean a multiplication
of the problems bedevilling

By Habeeb I. Pindiga

the police.

He said proponents of
state police were ignorant of
the antecedents of such
forces, Naming that a police
force in the hands of state
governors could lead to
inter-state wars.

“A state police can bec-
ome a state army and very
soon states will engage each
other in was. For this reason,
we should forget the idea of
a state police,” Adewusi
urged.

Coomassie, who also ser-
ved as IG during the regime
of late General Sani Abacha,
said state police is a dang-

erous idea that should not be
toyed with.

He said the police in Nig-
eria is seen af a tool of coer-
cion, and this was why “eve-
rybody wants to control it.”

According to Coomassie,
since the formation of the
police force in 1861, it has
been abused and misused by
its controllers, saying when
each state gets its own police
force, the abuse will multiply
36-fold.

“Examples abound why
we must be careful about
state police and regional
police,” he warned.

The ex-police boss gave
examples of how the police
was misused in the second

republic even when the force
was controlled by the federal
government.

Solutions to the prob-
lems of the police, he said,
lies in the decentralisation of
its functions, and to give this
legal backing, as well as
proper funding and recrui-
tment.

Adewusi attributed corr-
uption in the police to the
general decay in society,
saying a nation’s police force
mirrors the kind of society.

He said the police rank
and file could hardly be
blamed for the much-touted
graft in the force, since the
society is equally decadent.

The Emir of Gombe, ///?//, Alhaji Usman Shehu Abubakar, standing contributing to the debate, during the sitting ofthe
national political reform conference in Abuja ...yesterday.

Mrs EstherAudu, FCT delegate, Chief(Mrs) Margareticheen, Benue delegate andMrAdebson Tanimu, Nasarawa

delegate.

~  "Kennedy Egbonodje.
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President Olusegun Obasanjo
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0 National Confab...

Vox pop from Kano

A s the controversy
over the setting up
ofthe national conf-

erence on political reform
and its representations
rages, some Kano residents
have given their views on
various issues.

Malam Adamu Abdullahi
M aishayi, a motorcycle
dealer: My opinion is that
Allah should give us the
blessings of the conference.
Butifl should have my way,
1 would have stopped it
because | know that the
benefits will not be felt by
the masses across the
country. One thing that 1
believe is that some
decisions have been
reached even before the
setting up of the confab.
Why f say this is that they
did not even seek the
opinion of the masses, who
are in the majority in this
country before setting up
the conference. Our prayer
is for God to allow the
decisions to be made in
favour of the country. 1will
therefore call on the
delegates to be God-fearing
that considering the financial
benefits but the honour and
glory of our father land.

Mohammed Sada: An
engine oil seller: In the first
place. | condemn the
iconference because there is
no need for it since the
House of Representatives
and the Senate exist for a the
same purpose. What
President Obasanjo should
have done was to give the
National Assembly the
responsibility to fashion out
the reforms, then the opinion
of the people should be
sought and finally,
statesmen would be invited
to make imputs.

Malam Abubakar Baba
Telle Kofar Mazaugal: |
support the conference
because it will be a blessing
for the country. It will help
us identify the problems and
enable us find solution”™ | am
not in support of recalling
delegates. Their stay is of
immense benefit, because
whatever decisions will be
taken will be taken with their
consent. | am sure with
notable delegates like
Professor Auwalu Yadudu
and Abdullahi Ganduje and

By Jamilah Nuhu Musa &
YushauAdamu Ibrahim

may others, they will do their
best to protect on interest.
May be these delegates will
even be better than members
of the National Assembly.
We have noticed that thej
National Assembly just a
rubber stamp doing only the
biddings of Obasanjo.
However, | call on delegates
to the confab to consider
the socio-economic
situation in Nigeria.

Malam Hamza Uba: A

tools dealer: It was;
constituted on, selfish
grounds. What is the;

essence ofelecting members
of the National assembly?
We elected them to protect
our interests. The members |
were elected based on their
merit and ability to deliver.
So why the national confab?
But the National assembly .
members have been a;

"disappointment to us. This ;

in my opinion, has led to the |
setting up of the confab.
Since this is the case, the |
delegates should come back m
home and allow the National ;
Assembly, to do the work.

In the event where they ;
cannot do it, we will votej
them out and elect fresh
members to represent us,

Fauziyya Usman: Food
seller in Fagge: | support the
conference. It is for the
benefit of the country as far*
as | am concerned. We want
the conference to identify
Nigerian problems and find
solutions that will be on
benefit to us.

Hajiya Aisha Liman:
Provisions seller: We are
experiencing too much
hardship. We cannot pay
the school fees of our
children. We cannot eat
three square meals a day. We
need a national conference
to identify the problems of
the masses or for mapping
out or deciding any
reforms? All these delegates
are the problem of this
country. They arc only
interested in themselves not
the poor people. Therefore,
1do not see any need for the
conference. We only need
God fearing leaders and
people to save this country
from collapse.
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Nigeria' BetvveenglobajlsatlonsndgIocahsa on

t was Margaret Thatcher
Who first Droclaimed that

there wasSo." .e to

|tShas provoﬁeg an end?ss

debate across the globe since
ithose early days, resistant to the
dangers it posed to the sanctity
ofthe nation state actually began
lover a century ago when Otto
Von Bismarck the then German
:chancellor and moving force
ibehind its unification, expressed
fears that domestic-regulations
were being undermined by the
flow ofgoods and capital among
nations

But the Berlin wall came
Icrashing down and with it came
IGeorge Bush Seniorand hisyam
labout a New World Order
complete with its inherent
contradictions.  President
IClinton was to build on this
Iwhen he made better use of
multilateral organisations and
the open market system. It was
Ithought that by weaving
economies ofthe world together
and promoting free trade, if
:would also help promote peace,
but in reality however, nothing
Icould be further from the truth,

| Indeed, the theory of peace’

ithrough prosperity is not new,
ibut first, for the sake of clarity
land what is to follow in the latter
iparts of this discourse, let me
Idwell a bit more on the full
:implications of globalisation
especially as it affects the local
economy. It is about CiSM and
the mobile phone inyour hands;

jit concerns teleconferencing and
lyour ability to send or receive

Ilh ~tT he”IlhT a'

Isecond; it explains that strange

7 0"ves” »«ur.l pcraon

d a IS K 1
mwur localities or the preference
for DSTV instead of the local
TV stations it is about
Nigerian products [not cocaine
or 4191 being able to compete
:favourably on the global market
Iwith all the attendant benefits
for the growth of the Iocal
ieconomy

It seems easy to point at
countries such China, India and
Malaysia as countries, which
have befitted immensely from
classic globalisation.

China in particular, with its
|annual growth rate at 7%
emerged only last week as the
ifastest growing economy in the
world! Indeed, the Asian
leconomies are faring so well
Inow that people are now talking
about the Pacific Century, Asian
’Renaissance or even the rise of
|a new Asian. The same level of
economic prosperity and
Idevelopment is not evident in
INigeria or to that extent several
countries in the developing
jworld. But in truth, our state of
underdevelopment is notdue to
lour failings alone.
| A giantshare ofthe blame lies
iwith America and Europe for
Itheir insistence on subsidising
especially agriculture while also
putting a lacuna to efforts to

:enact trade policies favourable
Ito the developing world. With

"this scenario, unless the West
makes meaningful concessions
with respect to agriculture, noil-

development for most™¥fifife SHIHANY €0 CQa%iE O &Y&R e

developing world will continue together

t° be ™ illusion. Ink

N —

=, ,d "~ "

a Sz Z XTIz

commenced in 1986 with the
introduction of the Structural
Adjustment Programme. Nearly
two decades afterwards with
NEEDS, it has become evident

They seem so

respect oblivion ofornmany f.ilmgs ,t

% Tge? c~Les toin..6e

1113 .
H E ;
attention a few days ago in
London. Nature dictated that |
had dinner with a fellow Nigerian
at the 2°cal Hanch,S °
Kentucky Fried Chicken. As we

that the only thing that was got set to devour the food, my
structurally adjusted to our friend glanced at the giant
collective pam, was the huge gap chicken drumstick in his hands
that increased between the rich which could pass for that of a

and the poor.
Iffive years are not sufficient

enough to gauge the efficacy of
an ideology or programme, then

turkey back home and grimaced,
He muttered something about an

axe t0 grind with his local Suva
man for selling him pigeons all

nothing ever will. To the extent this while. It was meant to be a

therefore, NEEDS,
before it, has been
unmitigated disater because

unemployment has continued

like SAP jOke and we could afford to laugh
an about it afterwards.

But the significance was not
lost on me Our livestock are

to sour,while the economy aisO starving and malnourished

continues to degenerate even
further.
It is precisely due to t e

inequities globalisation has
created in the international

system that scholars are now
tempted to advance the process
of glocalisation as a more
appropriate term to descn e
what is happening to the wor
we now live in. | had ear ter
drawn an analogy between peace
and prosperity Suffice to add
that to Jason Falinski one ot me
exponents ofthe term, the same
values are much morehkelyto
occur when we all Jeel par oj
the same n e i g
prosperity],

streches the poi

he describe g oca isa 10
the tww process whereby firstly

Arrangements shift'from the
national scale both upwards to

configurelion, and second!,,

regionalized and trans-
national " Now, India with its
advanced space programme, and
massive industrial capacity
easily falls into this category.

Itis one ofthe world’s leaders
in computer software
production, while it began
exporting automobiles more
than a decade ago. With the
exception of oil, Nigeria is
perhaps better known for its
capacity for beer production or
the exports of cocaine,
prostitutes and 419.

To that extent therefore and
in plain terms, what
glocalisation demands is the need
for us to fix our local economy
and social infrastructure before
nursing the faintest hopes o
competing or even reaping from
the benefits or opportunities
available in the global economic
system as it is presenty
structured. Sadly, there is
nothing on the ground to suggest

that we have the remotest

chance of ever achieving that
status.

Ghana, our erstwhile nvals on
the west African coast, seem a

surer bet because theyseem
know where they are going

notwhere
Presently, ra e

ways of escaP‘'S
economic predicament, no fewer

than two hundred senior
citizens of the cou vy,
otherwise .shouldbe m

feut gtiH have t0 pay the
supreme sacrifice to extinguish
our hunger.
j wondered ifthe government
had any strategy or policy in
, te tQ preserve grazing areas
or even creating new ones for
herdsmen in Ihc QOuntry. With
the|r tunnei vision, | don't
expcct that to be an issue for
" selfish eggheads presently
hered at the international
Conference Center m Abuja.
N their antecedenls> most
bc ed tQ
j( Mallam -S
jem yc( If, wereNiki Tobl>
would recommend a tour of
Malaysia to enable his delegates
suc first-hand, the wonders

Mabhithir Muhammad was able
Mah.th r Muna® »

mixed bag ofethnic and religious

dive™ A~ president

¢ ‘Ton “sense and
swallowsimy idea from the

line and sinker. Incrc® yn
despite earning close to atnlhon
dollars since our independence
from the British, the nation has
no functional railway system
today.
They inundate us with figures
abOut the raise in the nation s
external Feserves as if that alone
is mdicative of tremendous
economic growth. They are
versed at invoking high”
sounding economic terms and
strategies, but haven’t got the
slightest idea about the immense
benefits an efficient rail or urban
transport system could impact
on Nigerians,
The Kainji hydroelectric
power station came well after
tbe Akosombo dam in Ghana,
Today ~ onein Ghanaremains
a m{Mel ofefficiency while ours
suffers from corruption and
mjsmanagement, not to mention
A sordid ta)es or the state of
ourrefmeries
Callj( giObaiiSation or
glocalisation reaidevelopment
wilu contlnue to elude us for as
(eaders remajn
shorthsj hted and primitive in
thejr thoughts and actions. We
n n increasingly
competitive world which
demands that for nations to
make a difference on the global
maKe
notRieclpate
much energy thinking ofhow to
N fe f Itshfar moTe

ne major problem

Tuesday,

Very vital to the conference
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Ofreform confab and dlistrust

that has greeted the

national political
conference today is the
widespread suspicions.
This, 1 believe has less to
do with its desirability but
more with the state of
distrusts in the leadership.

Unfortunately, we'are in
such a situation where
Nigerians no longer see
anything good in their
government. The people of
this country, said Chief
Sunday Awoniyi, “do not
have confidence that he (the
president) will not
manipulate the conference
and bring undue influences
and inducements to bear on
the conference in favour of
particular changes he
desires.” This assertion by
the respected leader,
Chairman Arewa
Consultative Forum only
added weight to the extent
that Nigerians have become
so distrustful of their
leaders.

Coming under this
background, | believe the
national political reforms
conference is yet but
another  chance for
governmentto rebuild a new
image for itself. Government

anywhere ailover is
considered a serious
business with utmost

respect attached to it. In the
situation we are in at the
moment it appears that the
dignity in leadership has
gone into tin air. The
resultant effect is a
disappearance in patriotic
zeal in the people.

That is why most
Nigerians believe that our
problem has its root in our
charactcr rather than in the
system. The challenges
therefore before the
national political reforms
conference must start from
the root. It can only face the
challenges if only if is
prepared to make its agenda
open and genuine.

is the capacity to evolve
mechanism for rebuilding
confidence and trust both in
government and among
different groups of this
country. The better way to
start is to see how
government can become
more transparent and
accountable to the people.
The inadequacy in our
constitution that appears to
give too much power to the
executive has to be
addressed.

| believe one of the ways
out is to take a second look
atthe immunity clause in our
constitution. As good as this
clause appears to be, there is
no doubt that it has been
grossly abused in our own
situation. If it is working in
America where itwas merely
dubbed, I believe it has failed
here.

Ifthe immunity clause is to
be retained, it must not be at
the expense of public
accountability. We must be
able to address the
dangerous trends where the
clause appears to give blank
cheques to our executives.
This | believe is a license to
corruption, which is the root
ofourproblem:

Also related to it is the
asset declaration act. The
way and manner that those
in offices flaunt their wealth
in the society, regardless of
the fact that majority of our
people still wallow in abject
poverty is enough prove that
something is wrong with the
way public officers declared
their asset. The problem here
is twofold. That | believe is
either that the agency
responsible for it is not doing
itsjob or something is wrong
with ourasset declaration act.

These are fundamental
issues, which are considered
more important to the
ordinary man in Nigeria than
the sharing of power that
would take a center stage at
the conference. For what has

become glaring to people
now is the fact that sharing

ofpower has not achieve anj"K

difference in the life of an
ordinary Nigerians.

It has appeared not to be
the antidote. Even the local
councils that are meantto be

closer to people in power:

equation has become far
away to them in benefit
terms. As important as power
sharing appears to be, it has
never guaranteed the
provisions of the minimum
standard of living to common
man in Nigeria.

With the resources that
this country is blessed with,
every Nigerians should be
able to afford a minimum
standard of living. What we
required are the machineries
for equitable distribution
with a change
character.

Still on the agenda, the
conference must be able to
come up with framework for
a better understanding
among different ethno-
religious group of this
country. To do this is to
address the issue of
indigeneship. We can only
forge unity if we see
ourselves as one
irrespective of where we
come from.

These are challenges the
delegates to national
political conference should
strive at, rather than the
politics ofregionalism, which
has not moved us forward
The delegates must shelve
aside their selfishness and
ethnic colouration. They
must admit that the issues at
stake required tolerance
compromise and give and
take. Above all it requires
honest and selfless service
to the nation. For those who
take extremism as apast time
must not be given a chance
to bring the hand ofthe clock
backward.

Yekini A. Abdullahi, No
4 Sultan Road, U/Sarki
Kaduna.

in our

“The people of this country, said Chief
Sunday Awoniyi, “do not have confidence
that he (the president) will not manipulate
the conference and bring undue influences
and inducements to bear on the conference

Infavour ofparticular changes he desires.

This assertion by the respected leader,
Chairman Arewa Consultative Forum only
added weight to the extent that Nigeria
have become so distrustful oj th&iv Icttaet
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Confab: Sanusi Lamido’s disturbing thesis

S anusi Lamido Sanusi’s
article on Reverend
Father Kukah is not

only superficial but

unconvincing. Sometimes
people write just to remain
in circulation or to be ‘read’
but Sanusi should, by now,
go beyond this quest for
vain popularity. Sanusi’s
comments on Garba Deen’s
and Kabiru Yusuf’s articles
is full ofwhat Jean-Francois

Lyotard, the French

Philosopher would describe

as inability to read others

correctly and creatively.

It is un-intellectual of
Sanusi to even rush to the
net (Gamji.com) on a
subject (Kukah) that he
admits he knows
about, Even without
subjecting Sanusi's piece to
psychodynamic and
psychoanalysis test, the
reader can see that it isjust
another ego trip by the j
writer. In an article where |
Kukah is the central theme, j
Sanusi mentioned himself
over 36 times, in form o f‘i 7,
"me”, “my” subconsciously
transforming himselfto the
principal character of the
discourse.

If he had taken his time |
to do a little research, even |
in the most simplistic j
Foucauldian approach, !

| about Kukah from the j
latter’s conduct, interviews, |
; speeches and records, he j
would not have robbed

I Kukah ofthe limelight, and i
i indeed may have succeeded |
| in giving us more light ori j
jwhy Kukah deserves the j

little”

appointment or otherwise.
By adopting this pervasive
intellectual euphoria to rush
to the press with half-baked
articles, Sanusi can
transform himself into a
serious and objective writer.

In a piece where he

accused others of
stereotyping and
generalizations, he is

repeating same"&implistic,
subjective generalizations
on those he is criticizing. |
found his allegations of
racial discrimination against
‘non-Arab and non-white
Muslims’ narrow and at best
speculative. That you are
mistreated in Saudi Arabia
does not automatically
indicate that it is because of
the colour of your skin.
Who tell you that Black
Americans are not receiving
better treatment than

Egyptians, lraqis and
Albanians? So many
reasons abound why

Nigerians get maltreated
abroad beyond the colour of
their skin. No need to just
rush to such conclusions
despite the sub-conscious
racial phobia we feel once
we are with other races or in
another country. We are
looking forward to reading
serious articles, for instance
on Gamji.com and the Daily
Trust but writers should be
aware that we need
something Serious;
especially in this era so
many other things and sites
are competing for our
attention.

James Brown
University of Leicester
LEIl 7RH UK
Fjtud:jhrtiHttjlmnmt(hyahoo.cwn

Nationalconfusion
conference?

hat else should
Nigerians expect
Jjom PDP pre-
sident and governors that
regained power by mani-
pulating the electoral pro-cess?
Just take the colotir of the
representatives from PDP
ruling states and Federal
Government. They are
selected based on bu-reucracy
not meritocracy. They arejust
henchmen that that will
likely focus on Obasanjo and
forget their people.
One can presume the

w

outcome of the conference as
the founder has hidden agenda
detected by far sighted and
reasonable Nigerians such
nly revisit Oputa panel report
but also recommend
appropriate prosecution and
punishment. The issue of
appropriate implementation and
bud-getary discipline should
also be revisited.

Ibrahim Sani Malumfashi
No. AQ Il,Gamagir.fi road
UnguwanSanusi.

Kaduna

indly allow me a
space inyourwidely
circulated newspa-
per to express my view over
the demolition of Wuse
market.

It seems the FCT minister,
Malam Nasir el-Rufa’i is
saying that Abuja is not for
the masses. Lots of our
properties worst billions of
naira were destroyed and
even looted as a result. Even
in New York and London
there are traders contributing
a lot to the development of
those cities.

The so-called
infrastructure he is now
trying to put in place may not
even be maintained after he
left. There are so many other
priorities for his office which
should be solved first before
going into our wealth:
persistent of water scarcity,
refuse dump all ovs*,ihability
to provide basic needs to
satellite towns, abundant
education projects etc.

Perhaps many before you
were there and leave, some
were drop after pleasing their
godfathers, whatever one did
no matter how long one day
will reverse back to him here
or thereafter.

Death is ringing its bell
every minutes and seconds
and one must be accountable

K

for his wrong deeds
including my shop and
goods which were

abundantly destroyed.

For someone to be in the
office of the FCT minister
does not mean that he has
the free ticket to punish the

El-Rufal and Wuse
Jiarket demolition

However, we and our
families would never forget
you and your tenure, and we
will keep praying to Allah to
replace all that the bulldozers

have mercilessly destroyed
for us. -
Abdullahi Bilya Rogo
No. 109 Gadan Kaya Qtrs.
Kano City

Roads and Dariye’s arithmetic

R ecently Plateau State’s
Governor Joshua
Dariye told the world

that he has spent the sum of
eleven billioin naira forroads
construction and
rehabilitation, while flagging
off township roads projects
in Shendam and Pankshin.

Out of N11billion his
Excellency claimed to have
spent on roads construction,
he said the sum ofN4billion
of the amount under the so-
called re-engineering
programme. Based on simple
arithmetic, when you deduct
N4billion from N1 Ibilliion,
you will have N7biilion left.
This means that N7billion
was used to cover the roads
project, including urban
roads.

This is Plateau State
where Jos, the State capital
cannot boast of a single
motorable road. All road
networks in the metropolis
are full of potholes. It was
General Chris Alii that
awarded contracts of some
ofthe major roads inside Jo»*

metropolis to Messrs Tilley
Gyado Construction
Company. | stand to be
corrected. One wonders what
stops the State from being a
tourist haven, if such a big
amount was spent roads
rehabilitation and
construction.

However, with almost 800
days for ChiefDariye and his
co-travellers’ tenancy to
expire in Government House,
they still have room for
improvement, especially in
the area of road construction
and rehabilitation.

For Chief Dariye, he will
be doings great favour to the
people o fPlateau and Nigeria,
if he can show us the roads
he used Nl billion of tax-
payers’ money to construct.
Ourpeople have a saying that
“the blind man does not know
that people are watching him
until he is touched”. My
advice for Dariye is to stop
chasing shadows.

EngrUsman. Ladan
ladanusman@yahoo,com

Reactions to articles published in
this paper may he directed to the
editor via the email address:
editor@dailytrust. com
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Ofsociety and destructive adverts

A ny keen observer can
infer without fear of
contradiction that the

last few years have witne-

ssed a serious decadence in
societal morality in our
nation, especially among the
youths. The panache with
which the moral fibre of this
nation is being distorted and
destroyed is so amazing.

Indeed, if nothing is done to

check this evil trend, the

Nigerian society, without

doubt, will degenerate into a

state worse than what obta-

ined in Sodom and Gomorsah,
which had attracted the
unrestrained wrath of God.
As a pharmacist, | am
indeed horrified at the rate at

Or this other case where
tlys mature lady walked into
a pharmacy to buy a drug (of
course without prescription,
as is usual in Nigeria ), but
the pharmacist on duty, on
noticing the drug she hadjust
bought from one of the sales
officers and called her back
to intimate her with further
information about ti*e drugs.
She was clearly informed
about the contraindications
of the drug, one of which is
pregnancy. The lady who the
pharmacist thought was
married, declared, to the con-
sternation of the pharmacist,
that the actual reason for
purchasing drug, was to do
away with a few weeks old

which young girls walk into; ~pregnancy! No doubt, an

pharmacies and
stores” to demand for oral
contraceptives. The rate is
indeed mind-boggling. 1 am
sure that if proper statistics
is taken, we will be shocked
to discover that the most
used class of drugs among
girls, especially those who
fall between the ages of 13
and 25, are oral contrac-
eptives!

Now consider the case of
this young girl who just
boldly walked into a phar-
macy to seek advice from the
pharmacist on duty on whe-
ther she could still go ahead
to take a particular oral cont-
raceptive she usually took
each time she had sexual
intimacy (of course, prem-
arital and unprotected), which
she had already taken for
three consecutive times that
same month.

“drug”aftermath of indiscriminate

immoral relationships with
men.

It is unfortunate that
these women take these
drugs with abandon, and
without any knowledge of
the possible hazards it could
pose to their systems, and its
capacity to hamper their
ability to conceive by the time
they eventually marry. Loo-
king at this issue critically: if
a girl takes oral contrac-
eptives to avoid premarital
pregnancy, would that same
contraceptives prevent her
from contracting HIV or
other STDs? A thousand
times no! The reason there-
fore for the staggering num-
ber of secondary school
girls, according to a news-
paper report sometime ago,
being found to be HIV posi-
tive after a random test

conducted in few schools in
Lagos, is now no more far-
fetched.

Each time | see these girls
and mature ladies too, come
in to ask for oral contrac-
eptives, the question that
readily comes to my mind is:
who really informs these
women about these drugs?
This question has remained
unanswered until recently
when | saw a poster in a
pharmacy advertising a
particular oral contraceptive.
After taking a critical anal-
ysis of the terrible conse-
quences such an adverti-
sement could portend to our
unmarried youths, parents
and the entire society, |
shook my head in sorrow. |
sincerely think that such
adverts could constitute a
keg of poison to the entire
human race.

On this particular poster
was the picture of a young
girl bemoaning her fate and
biting her finger in regret for
indulging in pre-marital sex.
“Now how do | avoid getting
pregnant?" was the question
on her lips. Then the adver-
tiser presented the drug
being advertised as the
solution! And with an air of
finalitv, the advertiser decl-
ares that the drug is “your
choice in emergency contra-
ception.” Now, looking at the
issue very closely, itwas easy
to see that the advertisers
decided to use the picture of
that young girl because such
drugs mostly used by girls
in that age bracket. Hence,
they have become the juic-

|By Chibundu, Chigoziri C. |

iest targets of these adver-
tisers!

When a nation permits
uncritical advertisement of
drugs that overtly or covertly
promote promiscuity, | think
that such a country is wor-
king hard to enact its docJm.
It is unfortunate that even
when the Western are begin-
ning to appreciate the need
to preach sexual abstinence
as the surestway ofchecking
the spread of HIV, Nigeria is
busy advertising contra-
ceptives with vulgar ostent-
ation.

Ifwe will tell ourselves the
truth, the reasons why a
youth would refrain from
engaging in premarital sex
include - (a) If he/she fears
God (i.e., genuinely born
again) (b) Ifhe/she had good
moral upbringing (c) If the
fear ofteenage or premarital
pregnancy was dully insti-
lied in her (d) Ifsuch a fellow
retains a lively fear of cont’
acting HIV virus and other
STDs.

Regrettably, this gener-
ation is one that has jettis-
oned and trampled under foot
the first two reasons above.
It is most painful that this age
has witnessed a proliferation
of churches and worship
centers, yet the fear of God
has remained in very serious
decline. Some preachers
teach their followers the acts
of God, but deny them the
knowledge of the ways of
God and how to follow Him
with reverential fear.

Many” parents hardly
have time to inculcate in their
children good morals. They
have abandoned their wards
in the hands of maids and
house-helps to.mould their
character. Worse still, our
value system has become so
distorted and warped.
Things that men of past
generations, whose scions
we are, held sacrosanct, and
which made for good morals,
are now termed., anach-
ronistic.

If then the third deterrent
referred to earlier is dully
taken care of by the presc-
ription of the advertisement
we mentioned earlier, what
again would restrain our
youths from being practical
dogs, seeing that the fourth
reason above is not an issue
to most youths, as their
young and adventurous
minds are easily overw-
helmed by youthful exube-
rance and the Greek gifts that
shameless men use to entice
the young girls?

But we would want to ask;
assuming all these
associated hazards were not
there to restrain the youth, is
there no more any place in
society for the high esteem
that used to be allocated to
chastity in the life of
unmarried female folks? The
society should know that
when a girl has made a habit
ofsleeping around with men,
then remaining faithful to her
husband as after marriage,
would almost be an impo-
ssible task.

Indeed, it is clear that

NPRCandthePNC: Thoughts on opposing

rom what has been

going on in the past
_ Few weeks, what we
how have are two confer-
ences being planned: the
government-arranged Nati-
onal Political Reform Confe-
rence (NPRC) and the civil-
society-to-be-arranged
Peoples’ National Conf-
erence (PNC). That civil soc-
iety conglomerate is now
nicknamed PRONACQ (Pro-
Sovereign National Conf-
erence Coalition.)

Let me start with what 1
hope is a disclaimer; | do not
believe the government’s
“conference” can rightly be
called a “dialogue’, sincc
“dia” means "two”, and one
wonders whether the two
combatants here would be
the government and the
people. If they are, then the
NPRC is DOA, dead-on-
arrival; the people are supp-
osed to be re-fashioning their
own government, and it
should not be the People vs.
the Government.

That is point Number
One. Point Number Two is
this: Neither of these two
conferences can be called a
SNC (Sovereign National
Conference) yet, because
without an assured refere-
ndum, and without an under-
standing That no one - not
the president, not the Nati-*
onaLAssembly - can change
an iota of what is decided
following the referendum,
wh”twe will have will simply
be a set of recommendations
that can all be easily trashed,
not a sovereign decision.

Letus look at each propo-
sition seriatim.

The NPRC: The pres-
ident of course likes the word

“reform”- he sees himselfas
a reformist president, refor-
ming the economy, reform-ing
the military, reforming every-
body and everything else but
himself- and now five years
later, particularly after the
disas-trous 2003 elections,
the mounting corruption
scandals and an economy
that defies stimulation, he
believes that it is time to
reform the “polity."

The problem is that there
is more than the polity to be
reformed - Nigeria needsre-
constitution, re-formulation,
re-establishment, “re-
ghogbo-e" - without any
“no-go” areas ! Despite his
seven-point agenda for the
NPRC, itis still avery limited
agenda with some “no-go
areas" - that is debilitating
problem number 1.

The announced constit-
ution of the membership of
the NPRC is another MAJOR
debilitating problem: Out of
354 members, 50 are to be
nominated by the president,
218 to be nominated by the
state governors and the FCT
minister, and the rest (86
members only) to be chosen
in indeterminate ways from
various groups. The mem-
bers of the National Assem-
blies and State Assemblies
are even EXPLICITLY exclu-
ded from the list of members
ofthe NPRC!

When you figure that the
President is a PDP member;
28 of the 36 governors are
PDP, and the PDP as a party
is also allotted by itself 12
members (ANPP 4, AD 2, and
other parties 2), then one will
be forgiven to believe that at
least 228 members out of the
354 will be sympathetic to

PDP causes- aPDP rally with
some bit players included.

Third problem istiming: it
appears that the National
Conference - conceived as a
grand conglomeration of an
elite few holed up in Abuja -
will be held continuously for
3 months, from mid-February
to May, hopefully so that
something big about a "New
Nigeria” can be announced
on or around the celebrated
anniversary date May 29 of
this Republic.

Question is: only the
jobless will be available
CONTINUOQUSLY forsucha
long time. One wonders for
example what four job-ful
members ofthe Diaspora will
SUDDENLY leave to head for
Nigeria for such an extended
period oftime at such a short
notice.

Which brings us to
another concern: almost N1
billion devoted to the confe-
rence, with about 65% of that
amount to be spent on
delegates welfare. N1 billon
? That is EXCESSIVE, for a
limited-agenda conference,
with limited membership over
such a limited period oftime,
and amounts almost to a
bribery to get people to parti-
cipate. Already, the dangling
of money has begun to nave
some Pavlovian effect on
those who at first kicked
against the NPRC.

The fifth and sixth prob-
lems are fatal ifnot corrected:
without (5) an ENABLING
legislation supporting the

irocess; witness the Oputa
.'anel process; and (6) an
enabling legislation stipul-
ating an end-point of the
NPRC as a binding refere-
ndum, then the greatest

By Mobolaji E. Aluko

ossibility is that the whole
fdPRC exercise will be a
COMPLETE waste ofgover-
nmenttime, at least in conne-
ction with this Obasanjo
administration.

The PNC: Advocates of
the Sovereign National
Conference (SNC) in civil
society have since 1990
conceived it as a Peoples’
National Conference (PNC)
which transforms into an
SNC WHEN the government
of the day - whether civilian
or military - agrees to and
organizes a binding referen-
dum on terms agreed at the
conference. jJhis-rs'wHat
would correct the sixth
concern outlined above.

What about timing ? With
a view of ensuring credible
grassroots participation at
the beginning and bubbling
up further representations at
higher levels - rather than the
traditional one-grand:congl-
omeration-of-biggies in
Abuja - the PNC is conc-
eived not to be a short and
quick meeting but a six- to
nine-month process of mini-
conferences in various parts
ofNigeria, culminating in a
large meeting anywhere to be
agreed, most probably in
Abuja.

Finally, what about enab-
ling legislation ? The PNC will
not and should not be
waiting for such legislation
in order to convene: the
Peoples’ conference is for the
sovereign people. Period.

Additional recommen-
dations: For many years now,
and certainly since the June
12 era, | have been a strong

advocate for the SNC, but
decided to take it easy with
its advocacy, fully aware that
willy-nilly, Obasanjo or not,
it will be convened when the
marginal cost of not
convening it exceeds the
marginal cost of convening
it. We may not be exactly
there yet- but we are awfully
close.

Personally, I will
participate in any PNC as it
best approximates an SNC,
but will watch the NPRC
closely from afar unless its
glaring defects are corrected.

With respect to that PNC,
in addition to the terms that
it has setout for itselfabove,
to give it more legitimacy in
connection with its aspiration
as a pre-SNC effort, one
would hope that its own
decision-making process will
include the following:

(i) That each nationality
group must have equal
number of representatives at
the PNC

This provision begins to
assault the very idea of
“minority” and “majority” in
our political discourse. To
realize this objective, we
have to start from this
exercise ofanew foundation
stone for a new Nigeria by
according every nationality
an equal representation so

.that no group is overwh- .

elmed by the spurious claim*4'
to fictitious population
figures.

(ii) A corollary to the
foregoing is that each
nationality will have one
vote.

Quite frankly, this means
therefore that the actual
number of representatives
will not matter once this

contraceptives do not fall
into the class ofdrugs called
OTCs, which can be adver-
tised, as they are strictly
“prescription drugs.” So,
advertising such drugs is
flagrant breach of one of the
laws of pharmacy. The
National Agency for Food
and Drug Administration
and Control (NAFDAC),
being the regulatory agency
under whose remit this issue
falls, should therefore rise up
to check these clearly
unlawful advertisement of
contraceptives. Also, the
Pharmacists Council of
Nigeria (PCN) should rise to
the occasion and join forces
with NAFDAC , as a way of
living up to their respon-
sibility of regulating the
distribution and dispensing
of drugs and poisons in our
country. They should ensure
that only trained profess-
ionals are involved in the
distribution and dispensing
of drugs and poisons in
Nigeria as is the case in every
other country of the world.
This is because if a trained
professional is restrained by
his knowledge of the conse-
quences of abuse of drugs
and the ethics of his profe-
ssion from dispensing these
drugs to our youths when
they come calling for them,
can a patent medicine dealer
resist the temptation since it
is solely for commercial
purposes that he is operating
the drug store? The time to
act is now.

Culled from
('nmumimwMatMuareLconl

confabs

notion of one-nationality-
one-vote is accepted
However, number will be
crucial for the purpose of
deliberations on the issues
presented, and ifneed be, for
the purpose of sending and
receiving messages from
their people at home should
such consultations become
necessary

(iii) Voting on matters on;
the agenda will be by line
item.

This means that each of
the agenda items for resolu-
tion at the PNC should be
debated and resolved on its
own, without lumping it with
other issues.

(iv) Decisions will be
reached by consensus and
only matters so decided will
be binding on all nationalities.

It is extremely important
that this clause be accepted
so that every nationality is
able to exercise its right to:
determine matters that are;
vital to its nationality
interests. Every decision that
is not reached by consensus;
will be open to further
negotiation.

There is a STRONG rumor
mill, and it is not an idle one;
- either a fear or a deliberate!
plan, some even say official;
plan - that the NPRC will;
eventually lead to a National

. Fracas, which will hasten the;

chaotic dissolution of the;
Nigerian state as presently
constituted. That fear or plan
must be resisted by all well-;
meaning Nigerians.

So let the talks begin!
Culled from
(\ivww.nigeriavillagesqucfflel.com)



Tuesday, March 15, 2005

D aily Trust

Page 9

NATIONAL DIRECTORATE OF
EMPLOYMENT (NDE)

CALL ON UNEMPLOYMENT YOUTHS FOR SELF-EMPLOYMENT

T he National Directorate of Employment (NDE}
in fulfilment of its mandate to create employment
opportunities for unemployed Nigerians as part

ofthe Federal Government programme to combat poverty,

has equipment available to distribute to youths trained
under the Directorate’s various Vocational Skills

Developmenf(VSD) programme and other employment

schemes. These include;

1. Business training and entrepreneurship promotion
for graduates oftertiary institutions.
2. Training in rural employment for food processing,

crop production and animal husbandry
Training under the labour-based method of
construction and maintenance ofpublic
infrastructure.

4. Skills acquisition training in relevant trades to
empower the beneficiaries to own and manage
workshops and other related businesses.

The NDE istherefore calling all unemployed youths and

other artisans who have undergone any of the above

training nationwide, especially under the National Open

Apprenticeship Scheme (NOAS) and who are desirous to

be self-employed, to apply for workshops tools and

equipmentunder the NDE Resettlement Scheme.

Application Forms are obtainable, free of charge, from

allNDE offices in the 36 States and Abuja for the following

trades.

(DDomestic Trades

*Fashion Designing,

*Knitting

*Hair Dressing & Barbing

*Catering

* Shoe/leather works,

*Art & Sign writing/interior Decoration etc.

i)Automobile Trades
* Auto Mechanic
Spray Painting
*Battery Charging
Panel Beating
*Vulcanising
*Bicycle repairs etc.
iihTechnical Trades
*Welding
*Blacksmithing

*Plumbing
* Pipe Fitting
*Carpentry etc. * ”

(iv) Electrical Trades

*Electrical installation

*Radio repairs

*Television maintenance

*Refrigeration & Air-conditioning repairs etc.

ELIGIBILITY

All graduated trainees under the National Open
Apprenticeship Scheme and other artisans who are
interested in obtaining the equipment on loan basis should
have the following requirements.

1. A candidate must possess the NDE testimonial or any
tangible evidence of training from other recognised
workshops.

2. A candidate must also produce two (2) guarantors who
must be either;

(a) Civil servants notbelow salary Grade Level 12

(b) Renowned business executives

(c) Amember ofthe State or National Assembly; or

(d) Chairmen ofLocal Government Councils.

REGISTRATION

All interested applicants should register at the NDE State
office nearest to them and collect and complete
Resettlement Application Forms. The completed forms
should be returned to the NDE office that issued same
not later than two weeks from this publication.

10 % DEPOSIT

All successful applicants are expected to deposit 10% of
the total cost of the equipment applied for. Failure to
meet these conditions may lead to the cancellation ofthe
application. More details can be obtained from NDE
offices in the 36 States and the Federal Capital Territory,

Abuja.
e

MANAGEMENT
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frican poverty and
stagnation is the
greatest tragedy of
;our time. Poverty on such a
Iscale demands a forceful re-
Isponse. And Africa - at coun-
try, regional, and continental
llevels - is creating much
Istronger foundations fortack-
ling its problems. Recent
years have seen improve-
mcnts in economic'growth
and in governance. But Africa
needs more of both if it is to
make serious inroads into
jpoverty. To do that requires a
partnership between Africa
and the developed world,
which takes full account of
Africa’s diversity and particu-
lar circumstances.

For its part, Africa must
accelerate reform. And the
developed world must in-
crease and improve its aid,
and stop doing those things
:which hinder Africa’s prog-
ress. The developed world
has amoral duty - as well as a
powerful motive of self-inter-
est - to assist Africa. We be-
lieve that now-is-the-time
when greater external support
can have a major impact and
this is a vital moment for the
world to get behind Africa’s
efforts.

The actions proposed by
the Commission constitute a
coherent package for Africa.
The problems they address
are interlocking. They are vi-
cious circles which reinforce
one another. They must be
:tackled together. To do that
Africarequires a comprehen-
sive ‘big push’ on many
fronts at once. Partners must
work together to implement
this package with commit-
ment, perseverance and
speed, each focusing on how
they can make the most effec-
tive contribution

_Getting Systems
Right: Governance and
Capacity-Building

Africa’s history over the
last fifty years has been blig-
hted by two areas of weak-
ness. These have been ca-
pacity - the ability to design
and deliver policies; and ac-
countability - how well a state
answers to its people. Im-
provements in both are first
and foremost the responsibil-
ity of African countries and
people. But action by rich
nations is essential too.

Building capacity takes
Ttime and commitment. Weak
capacity is a matter of poor
systems and incentives, poor
information, technical inabil-
ity, untrained staffand lack of
money. We recommend that
donors make a major invest-
ment to improve Africa’s ca-
pacity, starting with its sys-
tem ofhigher education, par-
ticularly in science and tech-
nology. They must help to
ibuild systems and staff in
-national and local govern-
ments, but also in pan-Afri-
can and regional organisa-
tions, particularly the African
Union and its NEPAD prog-
ramme. Donors must change
:heir behaviour and support
*he national priorities ofAfri-

A

allowing their own proce-
dures and special enthusi-
asms to undermine the build-
ing ofa country’s own capac-

I"}'l-improving accountability
is the job of African leaders.
They can do that by broad-
ening the participation of or-
dinary people in government
processes, in part by strengt-
hening institutions like parlia-
ments, local authorities, tra-
des unions, the justice sys-
tem and the media. Donors
can help with this. They can
also help build accountable
budgetary processes so that
the people of Africa can see
how money is raised and
where it is going. That kind
oftransparency can help com-
bat corruption, which African
governments must root out.
Developed nations can help
in this too. Money and state
assets stolen from the people
of Africa by corrupt leaders
must be repatriated. Foreign
banks must be obliged by law
to inform on suspicious ac-
counts. Those who give bri-
bes should be dealt with too;
and foreign companies in-
volved in oil, minerals and
other extractive industries
must make their payments
much more open to public
scrutiny. Firms who bribe
should be refused export cred-
its.

Without progress in gov-
ernance, all other reforms will
have limited impact.

The Need for Peace
and Security

The most extreme break-
down of governance is war.
Africa has experienced more
violent conflict than any
other continent in the last four
decades' In recent years
things have improved in
many countries, but in other
places violent conflict is still
the biggest single obstacle to
development. Investing in
development is investing in
peace.

The most effective way to
taclde conflict - to save both
lives and money - is to build
die capacity o f African states
and societies to prevent and
manage conflict That means
using aid better to tackle the
causes of conflict. It means
improving the managementof
government incomes from
natural resources and interna-
tional agreements on how to
control the ‘conflict re-
sources’ which fuel or fund
hostilities. It means control-
ling the trade in small arms.

African regional organis-
ations and the UN can help
prevent and resolve conflict
when tensions cannot be
managed at the national level,
through, for example, effec-
tive early warning, mediation
and peacekeeping. Donors
can support this by provid-
ing flexible funding to the Af-
rican Union and the conti-
nent’s regional organisations;
and supporting the creation
ofa UN Peace building Com-
mission. The co-ordination
and financing ofpost conflict
peace building and develop
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vent states emerging from
violent conflict from sliding
back into it.

Leaving No-One
Out: Investing in
People

Poverty is more than just
alack ofmaterial things. Poor
people are excluded from de-
cision-making and from the
basic services the state ought
to provide. Schools and clin-
ics must be available to the
poorest people in Africa. This
is an urgent matter of basic
human rights and social jus-
tice. But it is also sound eco-
nomics: a healthy and skilled
workforce is a more produc-
tive one, fulfilling their poten-
tial with dignity. Investing for
economic growth means re-
building African health and
education systems, many of

.which are now on the point

ofcollapse. This requires ma-
jor funding, but it is not only
a question of resources. It is
also about delivery and re-
sults. These are powerfully
strengthened when local
communities are involved in
decisions that affect them.

Properly funding the in-
ternational community’s com-
mitmentto ‘Education forAll’
will provide all girls and boys
in sub-Saharan Africa with
access to basic education to
equip them with skills for con-
temporary Africa. Secondary,
higher and vocational educa-
tion, adult learning, and
teacher training should also
be supported within a bal-
anced overall education sys-
tem. Donors need to pay what
is needed to deliver their
promises - including the cost
of removing primary school
fees.

The elimination of pre-
ventable diseases in Africa
depends above all on rebuild-
ing systems to deliver public
health services in order to
tackle diseases such as tuber-
culosis and malaria effec-
tively. Thiswill involve major
investment in staffs training,
the development o fnew medi-
cines, better sexual and repro-
ductive health services and
the removal of fees paid by
patients, until countries can
afford it. Funding for water
supply and sanitation should
be immediately increased, re-
versing years of decline.

Top priority mustbe given
to scaling up the services
needed to deal with the ca-
tastrophe of HIV and AIDS
which is killing more people
in Africa than anywhere else
in the world. But this mustbe
done through existing sys-
tems, rather than parallel new
ones.

Governments should also
be supported to protect or-
phans and vulnerable chil-
dren and other groups who
would otherwise be left out
of the growth story. Almost
halfofthe extraaid we are rec-
ommending should be spent
on health, education and HIV
and AIDS.

Going for Growth
and Poverty Reduction

Africa is poor, ultimately,

grown. The public and pri
vate sectors need to work to
gether to create a climate
which unleashes the entre-
preneurship ofthe peoples of
Africa, generates employment
and encourages individuals
and firms, domestic and for-
eign, to invest. Changes in
governance are needed to
make the investment climate
stronger. The developed
world must support the Afri-
can Union’s NEPAD
programme to build public/
private partnerships in order
to create a stronger climate for
growth, investmentandjobs.
Growth will also require a
massive investment in infra-
structure to break down the
internal barriers that hold Af-
ricaback. Donors should fund
a doubling of spending on
infrastructure - from rural
roads and small-scale irriga-
tion to regional highways, rail-
ways, larger power projects
and Information & Communi-
cations Technology (ICT).
That investment must include
both rural development and
slum upgrading without
which the poor people in Af-
rica will not be able to partici-
pate in growth. And policies
for growth must actively in-
clude - and take care not to
exclude - the poorest groups.
There should be particular
emphasis on agriculture and
on helping small enterprises,
with a particular focus on
women and young people.
For growth to be sustainable,
safeguarding the environ-
ment and addressing the risks
of climate change should be
integral to donor and govern-
ment programmes. This
programme for growth takes
over a third of the total addi-
tional resources we propose.
More Trade and
Fairer Trade
Africa faces two major
constraints on trade. It does
not produce enough goods,
of the right quality or price,
toenable itto break intoworld
markets. And it feces indefen-
sible trade barriers which, di-
rectly or indirectly, tax its
goods as hey enter the mar-
kets of developed countries.
To improve its capacity to
trade Africa needs to make
changes internally. It must
improve its transport infra-
structure to make goods
cheaper to move. It must re-
duce and simplify the tariff
systems between one African
country and another. It must
reform excessive bureau-
cracy, cumbersome customs
procedures, and corruption
by public servants, wherever
these exist. It must make it
easier to set up businesses.
It mustimprove economic in-
tegration within the conti-
nent’s regional economic
communities. Donors can
help fund these changes.
But the rich nations must
also dismantle the barriers
they have erected against
African goods, particularly in
agriculture. These barriers
hurt citizens in both rich and
poor countries. They must
abolish trade-distorting sub
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agribusiness which give them
an unfair advantage over
poor African farmers. They
must lower tariffs and other
non-tariff barriers to African
products, including stopping
the bureaucratic application
of rules of origin which ex-
cludes African goods from
preferences to which they are
entitled. And they must show
this ambition by completing
the current Doha Round of
world trade talks in a way
which does not demand recip-
rocal concessions from poor
African nations. Careful at-
tention must be given to en-
sure that the poorest people
are helped to take advantage
of the new opportunities and
to cope with the impacts ofa
more open system of world
trade. Africa must be pro-
vided with the funds that can
help it adjust to the new op-
portunities of a changed
world trading regime.

Where ill the
Money Come From:
Resources

To support the changes
that have begun in Africa, we
call for an additional US$25
billion per year in aid, to be
implemented by 2010. Donor
countries should commit im-
mediately to provide their fair
share of this. Subject to a re-
view of progress then, there
would be asecond stage, with
a further US$25 billion a year
to be implemented by 2015.
Ensuring the money is well-
spentwill depend on two fac-
tors. First, good governance
in Africa must continue to
advance. But, second, donors
must significantly improve the
quality of aid and how it is
delivered: that means more
grants, more predictable and
untied aid, and donor pro-
cesses that are less burden-
some on the already stretchSJ
administrations of African
countries. It must also be bet-
ter harmonised with the aid of
other donors and better in
line with the priorities, proce-
dures and systems of African
governments. Above all, it
must be given in ways that
make governments answer-
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ople.

These changes are nee-
ded not just from individual
donor nations but also from
multilateral institutions - both
African and global. The Afri-
can Development Bank needs
to be strengthened and the
role ofthe Economic Commis-
sion for Africa enhanced. The
IMF and World Bank need to
give higher priority to Africa’s j
development. They also need |
to become more accountable
both to their shareholders and
to their clients, and to give
Africa astronger voice in their
decision-making.

Rich nations should com-
mit to a timetable for giving
0.7 per cent of their annual
income in aid. To provide the
critical mass of aid which is
needed now, the aid should
be front-loaded through the
immediate implementation of
the International Finance Fa-
cility. Practical proposals
should be developed for in-
novative financing methods
such as international levies on
aviation, which can help se-
cure funding for die medium
and longer term.

For poor countries in sub-
Saharan Africa which need it,
the objective must be 100 per
cent debt cancellation as
soon as possible. This must
be part of a financing pack-
age for these countries --in-
cluding those excluded from
current'debt schemes - to
achieve the MDGs, as prom-
ised in Monterrey and Kanan-
askis. .

Conclusion

Bold comprehensive ac-
tion on a scale needed to meet
the challenges can only be
done through a new kind of
partnership. In the past con-
tractual and conditional ap-
proaches were tried, and
failed. What we are suggest-
ing is a new kind of develop-
ment, based on mutual re-
spect and solidarity, and
rooted in a sound analysis of
what actually works.

This can speed up prog-
ress, building on recent posi-
tive developments in Africa,
towards ajust world ofwhich

—_——
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'”_ ea‘U'é"r"s dfwest African
states, including the*
Nigerian president,

| have turned out for the funeral
iof Togo strongman
j Gnassingbe Eyadema.

They were joined by

French and EU officials as the
| late leader was given a solemn
send-offin the capital, Lome.

Thousands of mourners also

lined the city’s streets for the

funeral of the man who ruled
fornearly 40 years.

A bid by his son, Faure
Gnassingbe, to take ovtr after
his death five weeks ago was
resisted by Togo’s neigh-
bours.

Infuriated by the decision
ofthe military to install him as
president in defiance of the
constitution, they declared a
coup had taken place and
imposed sanctions.

Faure Gnassingbe later
stepped down and a
presidential election has been

I called for 24 April.
The BBC s correspondent
| noted that, through their
| presence at the funeral, the

region’s presidents are
demonstrating satisfaction
with the outcome of the
confrontation which fol-

lowed Eyadema’s death on 5

February.

A giant portrait of
Eyadema, with the words “I
will always be with you”,
overlooked Lome’s marbled
Palais des Congres building
where dignitaries had
gathered to receive the coffin.

The late leader received

Pope returns to
Vatican

ripe John Paul Il has left
P his hospital in Rome,

than twa weeks recovering
from throat surgery, and has
returned to the Vatican.

Looking alert but grim-
faced, he waved to crowds
lining the road for the trip
lof a few, ktkjqunres. (miles).

j fr<W:th.eiG?ffleHi,elmifctaJhei
I Holy See,; |un0|tfjrrrjtn| n thus

He wastravelling inagrey
Mercedes minivan with tinted

jwindows rather thanhis more
usual popemobde.

Earlier, he addressed
pilgrims forthe firsttime since
his tracheotomy.

The pontiff, 84 and with
jParkinson’s Disease, is
lexpected to appear at Easter
IWeek events later this month
but a papal spokesman
istressed he -would be
| “continuing his convales-
| cence” at the Vatican.

It is thought the tube that
was put in his throat is still in
place.

when he spoke from tfje
| windtweofaig 1oth-floorroom.
| the Pope sounded hoarse.

He read only a few words
from a sheet of paper but his
appearance delighted those’
who had gathered below.

In Polish, he thanked a
| group of pilgrims who had
Itravelled from his birthplace in
Ithe southern Polish town of
Wadowice to be among the
:crowd.

World, Report.
fo

rmer leader to rest

full military honours including
a cannon salute.

Wrapped in the red, yellow
and green national flag, it was
placed on a podium.

Togolese Foreign Affairs
Minister Kokou Tozoun
praised the late leader,
comparing him to the baobab,
a powerful tre# common to
Africa.

“The baobab... whose
leaves, fruits and roots nourish
the people, has fallen,” he said.

After seizing power 38
years ago, Eyadema governed
unchallenged for more than
two decades.

He legalised political
parties in 1991, as a result of
popular pressure, and won
three elections - but there were

continual allegations of
political repression and
electoral fraud.

President Olusegun
Obasanjo ofNigeria, who also
chairs the African Union, was
present, along with the leaders
of Ghana, Niger, lvory Coast
and Benin.

French Foreign Minister
Michel Bamier and the EU’s
development commissioner,
Louis Michel also attended.

Outside the building,
thousands of supporters of
the governing party - the Togo
People’s Rally - followed the
funeral on television screens.

Faure Gnassingbe is due
to stand as the party’s
candidate in the presidential
poll.

Oce million protest Syrian
presence in Lebanon

"early one million
eople have
athered for an

jopposition rally in Beirut,
| officials said-a month afterthe
j death of former Prime Minister
| Rafigal-Hariri.

The BBC correspondent in

i Beirut said the crowds have
| turned the city centre into a sea
jof red, white and green - the
j colours of Lebanon’s national
| flag- _ _

The protest is against the
continuing presence of Syrian
forces in Lebanon.

Reports said it has
surpassed recent pro-Syrian
rallies organised by the
Hezbollah guerrillamovement.

Syria has pulled back some
of its troops in Lebanon to the
border.

| withdrawal of its 14,000 troops
'and injelligence agents.

The move was cautiously
I'welcomed by US. Secretary of
| State Cpndoleezza Rice as a
| “positive -development”, o *

jyfcanNubile £ w.oilfifaryT
i intelligence;, afters JeSkiwS®.
| offices in the nortbip-jbq te«M
j of Aijjyoun in Koucj rpgion and
j Deir Amrnar on the coast, the
i Associated Press news agency
j reported.

Beirut city official Mounib
| Nassefeddine told AFP news
I agency more than 800,(XX) people

Earth quake rocks eastern Turkey

¥hg earthquake has

it eastern sTslarkaw,
X JL damaging buildings
and injuring five people, two
days after another quake
shook the region, news
reports say.

Thgaearthgjuajye with a
j prenminarv magnitude of5.9

centred on the rural Bingol
province at 3.55am on
Monday, and toppled several
buildings that had been
badly damaged in Saturday’s
magnitude 5.7 earthquake,
private NTV television
reported.

The station said there
| was no loss of life, but many
I panicked residents remained
; outdoors after the quake.

had turned out for the protest,
which would make it the
biggest demonstration held in
the country’s history. /1P also
estimated the same turnout,
with people still arriving.

Demonstrators packed
Martyrs Square, near where al-
Hariri died in a car bomb, and
spilled over into nearby streets.

The seaofpeople fell silent
at 12:55pm, the exact time al-
Harin was killed fourweeks ago.

Unlike previous anti-Syrian
rallies, Sunni Muslims came out
in force to join Druze and
Christians to commemorate the
loss oftheir leader.

A stream ofbuses and cars
brought protesters from the
eastern Bekaa Valley, while
others arr{ywe?ﬂ_ntﬁgm Innirh in

“We are coming to liberate
our country. We are coming to
demand the truth,” Fatma Trad,
a Sunni from the northern area
ofDinniyeh, told/f/’

Many' offices and schools
closed curly for the demon-
stration..
-.'/RHJ |F1vest|gat75'num {S
coriunuiii®iuuial-HiirinsdaitJi
arid the., opposition"h%
demanded the resignation of
senipr security, officials.

Sunday saw a mass pro,-'

Syriantally, thistime inthe town
ofNabatiyeh.

I’rivate ICNN-Turk
television said five people
were injured on Monday.

Bingol is 700km east of
Ankara. Saturday’s
earthquake damaged more
than 200 buildings and
injured 16 people, according
to the prime minister’s office.

Scores of people have
been staying in tents in the
snow covered area since
Saturday’s quake.

Earthquakes are frequent
in Turkey as it lies on active
fault lines.

Two massive quakes
killed about 18,000 people in
1999. A magnitude 6.4 quake
in Bingol killed 177.people in
2003.

4he

MAPPING EXERCISE
FOR HIV/AIDS
SUPPORT GROUPS

ie National Action Committee on AIDS (NACA)

in collaboration with USAID/ENHANSE, UNDP,

UNAIDS, is starting a mapping exercise of all
Support Groups of People Living with HIV/AIDS in the
country.

Specialists have been engaged to oversee the mapping
exercise, (one per zone) in the geo-political zones of the
country. The names and telephone numbers of the
consultants are as follows:

1. North East Zone - Dr. (Mrs) Altine M. Tongo -08035075881
2. North West Zone - Mallam Abdullahi Maiwada -08036500205
3. North Central Zone - Mr. Ayano Chule <08032912192
4. South West Zone - Mrs. Rolake Nwagwu <08033035895
5. South East Zone - Mr. Benard A. Nwabuko <08042108462
6. South South Zone - Dr. Amos Abu <08034417328
Their telephone numbers will only be valid for the period
ofmappinp

The State Action Committee on AIDS (SACA) will

coordinate the mapping exercise as relates to their states.
go_rt Groups of PLWHAs are hereby notified about

|sftl tiijjtem bun /main? «i . rferngt bfsi*

and requested to provide all ,necessary

information about their membership and details of their

operation to thc.SACA Secretariat in their states.

The exercise will commence on Monday, March 7thand
end on Friday, March 25th, 2005.

For further information, please call
09-2904411-17 ext 109 & 104 or
send an e-mail to mapconsultants2005@vahoo.corn or
mmohammed@nacg.gov .ng.

Signed
Prof. Babatunde Osotimehin
Chairman, NACA


mailto:mmohammed@naca.gov

Procter & Gamble is one ofthe world's largest and most innovative international coi
in the extremely competitive fast moving consumer goods market. We develop,-
market  high quality products designed to meet consumer needs worldwide. Our products,over 300,
are recognized and relied upon by people all over the world. They include Always, Pampers, Crest, Zest, Camay, Oil of Ulay,
Head & Shoulders, Vicks, Tide and Ariel. Our world headquarters isin Cincinnati, Ohio USA. From ourorigin in 1837, P&G
has grown into a multi-billion dollar business, employing more than 100,000 people worldwide.

Procter &Sam M e in M fgtria — = e

P&G started operations in Nigeria in 1992. We have our Head Office in Lagos and a plant in Ibadan. We have major
distributors all over the country and some of the products we produce and market locally include Always, Pampers, Vicks
Lemon Pius, and Ariel.

ynunimareiMKtMte — e —mmmmmmmeee- -mmmm-eo _ _ _ _
Technicians at our Ibadan Plant (with Sciences, Mechanical, Chemical, Industrial/Production, Agricultural and Electncai

Engineering background).

Outstanding young men and women between 22 and 28 years ofage, with excellent communication skills.

People with strong academic record with diplomas in Engineering, Sciences, Medical Sciences, orany related discipline.
Intelligent, ambitious and dynamic people with a marked ability in leadership, working effectively with others.

Technical School certificate or its equivalent . All applicants interested should send a text with the
. following parameters to 08034352441
NCE (Technical) gp
OND (completed 1 year internship or not)/upper credit First Name
HND (completed YC or not) upper credit Last Name
_ o _ Tribe: H-Hausa, Y-Yoruba, Mbo, O-Others
Technical Mastery & qualification in the following: Age:
PLC programming (Allan Bradley) Hardware & Software ~ Sex: M-Male F-Female
. . Course: Eng-Engineering, S-Sciences,
Drivp control analysis

; ) ) GPA: Convertto a scale of 5 if not already scaled
Basic Trouble shooting skills

PLC Troubleshooting Preferred contact phone: Fill number if different

in use, oiherwise type 1

Email address: If applicable - Use % sign for underscore (
. "
]

Leadership record: Number of times you have led people

Gemco Controller & Cams application

phatoeyes

lam to achieve significant goals

Servodrive systems. Preferred test center: IB: Ibadan. PH: Port-Harcourt or AB:

Abuja
C 5 ~ p'resent Employer: Abbreviate, if none write none

URcy Pwelat™ BamMe: Instift it,on; FT: Polytechnic, CT: College of Education
We offer you a range of very att
including:
' Immediate Responsibility EG.

ltem Training D3nladi#Ak!r,loye#y#22#M#£lig#4.40"Kadpoly#1#dan(adt

) %akintoye@yahoo.com#4#AB#P&G#PT#C
/e Compensation Package

jtlon Only From Within
forking.Environment
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Today’s flight schedule

Albarka Air
Lagos -Abuja 07:20
10:30
15:15
13:00
Abuja - Lagos 8:45a.m.
11:00
13:15
17:00
Maiduguri - Abuja 06:50
Abuja - Maid. 17:00
Lagos - Yola e 1:00-pm
Abuja - Yola 14:30
Yola - Abuja 15.30
Yola - Lagos 4:00 p.m
Chanchangi Airlines
Lagos - Abuja 8:15a.m.
11:00a.m.
12:10p.m
4:45p.m.
Kaduna - Lagos 8:30a.m.
P/H - Lagos 9:00a.m.
4:30p.m.

Abuja - Kaduna 2:30p.m.
Kaduna - Abuja  1:30p.m.

IRS Airlines
CBQ - Abuja 8.00 a.m.
Abuja - Lagos 9:45a.m.
Lagos - Kaduna 9:30a.m.
Kano - Lagos 7:30p.m.
Lagos - Kano 11:15a.m.
Kaduna - Lagos  11:00a.m.
Lagos - Abu/MM  2:30p.m.
Abuja - MM 1:45p.m.
MM - Abuja 3:45p.m.
Abuja - Cal 5:15p.m.
Kano - Abuja 1:15p.m.
Abuja - Kano 2:30p.m.
Kano - Lagos 3:45p.m.
Lagos - Kano 6:00p.m.
EAS Airlines
Lagos - Abuja 8:15p.m.
11:45a.m.
5:45p.m.
Abuja - Lagos 10:15a.m.
7:15p.m.
Lagos - Jos 11:45a.m.
(Jos - Lagos 2:30pm.
Dasab Airlines
Auja - Lagos 8:30 a.m.
Lagos - PHC 10:30 a.m.
PHC - Lagos 12:30 a.m.
Lagos - Kano 2:30 p.m.
K.ano - Lagos 4:30 p.m.
Lagos - Abuja 6:30pm.
ADC Airline
Lagos - Abuja 7:15 am.
12:45 p.m.
Abuja - Lagos 8:55 am.
Lagos - Calabar  11:15 a.m.
Calabar - Lagos 7:20 a.m.

P/H-Lagos 9:45am

Most airlines operate the

on week days.
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OPEC’s meeting tomorrow

C rude oil futures fell
yesterday ~fter the
president of the

Organization of Petroleum

Exporting Countries (OPEC)

said oil-producing nations

may decide to increase
production at tomorrow’s
meeting in Iran.

Light, sweet crude for April
delivery fell 38 cents to
$54.05 a barrel in electronic
trading on the New York
Mercantile Exchange by
afternoon in Europe. Heating
oil fell more than a cent to
$1.5280 a gallon.

Brent crtide fell 35 cents to

$52.75 on London’s
International Petroleum
Exchange.

Nymex crude futures have
traded around $55 a barrel
ahead Wednesday’s OPEC
meeting in Isfahan, Iran.

Before leaving for the
meeting, Kuwait’s oil
minister Sheik Ahmed Fahd
Al Ahmed Al Sabah said, “If
there is a need and ifthere is
a spare capacity among
OPEC members, there might
be a decision to increase
production.”

Al Sabah, who is also
OPEC s president, had said a

M-tel rewards
outstanding

dealers
By Anas A. Galadima,

Business Reporter
rip elequip Systems

Limited, an M -tel

franchise dealer, has
emerged”as the best airtime
distributor of M-tel selling
airtime and starter packs
worth over N1.76 billion in
the last one year.

Presenting an award to the
company, during an awards
night organised on Friday, by
M-tel for its franchise dealer,
the chiefexecutive officer of
M-tel, Edwin Moore Monife
said the purpose of the
awards is to express
appreciation to M-tel
franchise dealers who have
performed very well in the
last one year.

He said the dream of M-tel,
is to emerge as the most
successful mobile operator,
hence the need to show
appreciation to all its dealers.

Also, GNJ Limited,
another franchise dealer,
emerged as the best logical
airtime distributor selling
airtime worth over N 1.54
billion in the last one year.

GSM Express Limited also
got an award for selling
airtime worth over N 1billion
in one year.

Other award, winners
include Don P.
Communications, Blue Box
Limited, Digital Telecoms
Limited, Watergate, Mtech
Manus Ventrues, Futrue
Telecomes etc.

day earlier that the surge in
oil prices had made some
members consider exceeding
their quotas.

“l  think that now
everybody is
overproducing,” Al Sabah
said. “Current prices make it
lucrative for everybody to
hike production without the
need for an (official)
decision.”

The United Arab Emirates’
oil minister, Mohammed bin
Dhaen al-Hamili, said
Sunday that the producer
group was not expected to cut
its outnut ceiline and mav

“maintain current production
levels with the aim of
calming the market.”

Neither minister saw signs
oftightening oil supplies and
Hamili suggested stockpiles
could even increase by 2
million barrels per day during
the second quarter. Oil
inventories typically rise then
as demand declines following
the Northern Hemisphere
winter.

Victor Shum, an oil analyst
at Texas-based Purvin &
Gertz in Singapore, said
prices will stay above the $50
harrel levt*1

“The strength of demand
means that any downward
correction would not be
significant,” he said.

The Paris-based
International Energy Agency,
a watchdog for the
Organization for Economic
Cooperation and
Development, said Friday
that it expects world oil
demand growth of 1.81
million barrels a day,
bringing its forecast for
average daily demand to 84.3
million barrels.

In raising its demand
forecast by 330,000 barrels a

(L-R) Alhaji Aminu Bello Masari, Speaker, House o fRepresentatives, Alhaji Muhammad
Imam Yahaya, Chairman/ChiefExecutive, NUB International Bank Limited and Alhaji
SaniDauda, adirectoratthe NUB$ Customers ’Forum andDinner held in Abuja...recently.

NCC tasks NITEL on bill

collection

xecutive Vice
Chairman of the
Nigeria

Communications
Commission (NCC) Ernest
Ndukwe has called on the
new management of NITEL
to place priority on bills
collection.

Ndukwe said the
organisation still had a lot of
potential to explore in the
telecommunication market.

He however stressed that
NITEL must improve on its
billing structure so as to meet
its challenges and obligations
without delay.

The head of the telecom
regulatory agency gave the
advice when the new NITEL
management led by its chief
executive officer, Mr Albert
Mashi, paid him a courtesy
visit on Thursday.

A statement made
available to the News Agency
ofNigeria (NAN) yesterday
in Abuja, quoted Ndukwe as
urging NITEL to settle the

pending cases
indebtedness with the other
networks to ensure a smooth
operations.

NITEL and the other three
GSM operators, MTN, V-
mobile and Glomobile have
been meeting to resolve
conflicting figures of tariff
over inter connectivity, after
they had issued threats and
posted adverts with counter-
accusations.

Mashi had earlier appealed
to the NCC to intervene in the
ongoing discussions with the
operators so that they could
clear the backlog of debt

owed NITEL on inter
connectivity.
He said the new

management had already
started discussions with the
other networks on how best
to harmonise the accounts,
noting that the accounts had
been reconciled up to 2003.

Mashi said the company

*'was undergoing a trying

period and would need all the
resources it could muster to
boost its operations.

The statement, signed by

the NITEL spokesman, Mr
Tayo Ekundayo, said Mashi
was accompanied on the visit
by the Chief Technical
Officer (CTO), Mr
Emmanuel Adekoya and the
General Manager, Marketing
and Sales, Mrs Zubaida
Rasheed.

Lufthansa
negotiates,

takeover of
Swiss Air

erman carrier
Lufthansa said
Sunday it was

negotiating with Swiss
International Air Lines about
a possible takeover of the
money-losing carrier.

In a statement, Lufthansa
described the talks as
“constructive” and said the
two companies had come up
with a business plan to
integrate Swiss into its
operations. It said “pillars” of
any deal would be keeping
Switzerland’s air connections
and the Swiss brand.

“The business plan that has
been developed by the two
companies must still be
approved by the Lufthansa
board of directors, the board

of Swiss and Swiss
shareholders,” the statement
said.

Should the plan meet with
board approval, Lufthansa
said it would make an offer
to buy out smaller investors
based on Swiss stock’s
average price in recent
weeks.

Swiss posted a net loss of
140 million francs ($118
million) for 2004, compared
with a loss of 687 million
francs in 2003. The company
released audited results for
2004 on Friday, in line with
the unaudited figures it issued
last month.

The company has suffered
massive financial problems
since it was created out ofthe
defunct Swissair in 2002, and
has announced a string of
cost-cutting programs.

Only fj-iday, Swiss CEO
Christoph Franz said the
company needed to return to
profitability before making a
deal with another airline.

Still, speculation of a
merger has prompted Swiss’
shares to climb. The stock
closed up 19.5 percent at
10.40 francs on Friday in
Zurich.

FSB leads Valucard

scheme

F 8B International Bank

Eic has emerged as the

ank with the highest

number of cards primed in

the Valucard scheme for the
year 2004.

Valucard Nigeria Pic boss,
Mr. Kyari Bukar in his letter
ofcommendation to the bank
said his organisation was
proud to celebrate the
performance of the bank as
one with the highest number
of cards primed in 2004.

The 2004 performance
improved by 27% over the
2003 activities, a statement

from the company said, FSB
International Bank Pic has by
this feat, distinguished itself
as a leader for a second
consecutive year.

The Managing Director/
Chief Executive Officer,
Valucard Nigeria Pic on
behalf of his management
and Staffthanked FSB for its
performance. He expressea

} ope that the bank would

stnve t0 remam in the Prime
position of the scheme

through 2005 and beyond. He
noted with pleasure, the
immense contribution and
unrelenting commitment of
FSB International Bank Pic
to the Valucard scheme.

—_———
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resigns over cars deal

A Mﬁp PrgnijHa bid to

produce General
Motors
corporation’smidsized cars,
Saab Auto-mobile AB’s chief
executive, Peter Augustsson
said he will resign in April to
start his own company.
Jan-Aake Jonsson, the
current chief of sales and
marketing for GM’s Nordic
region, on April 1, 2005 will
replace Augustsson, who has
led Saab since 2000. -
Augustsson’s
| announcement came five
j days after GM chose an Adam
10Opel AG plant in Ruessel-
I sheim, Germany, as its hub for
; production of future gene-
I'rations of GM’s midsize cars
lin Europe, over Saab’s plant
| in Trollhaettan. Butthe U.S.-
based auto company gua-
; rantecd that the Trollhaettan
| plant will keep producing
automobiles until 2010,

including anew Cadillac BLS
mgdel aimed atthe European
market.

Augustsson said GM’s
announcement Friday
provided “a fitting moment”
to end his career with Saab.

“If I was going to stay, 1’d
have to commit for several
more years,” he saidtfi don’t
feel like I can do that. | want
to do something else now.”

He said he plans to start a
business development com-
pany, but declined to provide
details.

Carl-Peter Forster,
president of GM Europe, will
take Augustsson’s place as
chairman of the Saab board,
the company said.

After GM acquired a stake
in Saab in 1990, die automaker
has posted”jrofits just twice.
Since 2000, when GM
acquired Saab, the company
has been in the red but
Augustsson said, “l don’t
feel like I’ve failed.”

Ford ends Thunderbird
production

F ord Motor corporation
said the 2005 model
year will be the last for

I'the current-generation Ford

; Thunderbird, a retro-styled
convertible that went on sale
inAugust2001.

Ford had planned to
discontinue the Thunderbird
after the 2005 or 2006 model
year but told employees
Thursday production will end
in July.

“We promised all along
that this Thunderbird would
have a limited production run,
and we’re being true to our
word,” Ford Division
President, Steve Lyons said.
“Thunderbird was a terrific
image builder for the Ford
brand showroom at a time
when we needed it.” The
Wixom Assembly Plant
northwest of Detroit, which

2005 Thunderbird

produces the Thunderbird,
will continue to make the
Lincoln LS and Town Car and
also will be the final assembly
point for the Ford GT
supercar, which was released
last year.

The Thunderbird, one of
Ford’s most celebrated
nameplates, firstwent on sale
in 1954. Its peak sales year
was 1977, when 322,517
redesigned Thunderbirds
were sold. The Thunderbird
went through numerous
design*changes over the
decades before going on
hiatus in 1997.

The redesigned 2002
Thunderbird got off to a
roaring start. Dealers were
flooded with pre-orders and
got $10,000 premiums on top
of the car’s sticker price of
$30,000,

—
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BMW 3series
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BMW 3 Series: A new wave of innovative design

n the roads in Spring
2005, the 3 Series is
conceptually and
technically an incremental
development of its
predecessor.

After the recent new wave
of innovative designs from
BMW, and particularly the 5
and 1 series, the 3 series is
relatively conventional with
less complex and concave
surfaces, and more
voluminous forms that
visually increase its size
relative to the 1series.

BMW:?’s fifth generation
E90 3 Series completes the
new design strategy for the
main series BMW range
under Design Director Chris
Bangle. Now with a smaller
sibling in the range, the 3
Series is no longer BMW'’s
entry level” car although it
shares much of its platform
with the 1 Series and it is
expected to continue to
account for about half of
BMW s total sales.

It has revised petrol
engines ranging from one 2
litre four cylinder through 2.5
to 3.0 litre sixes and continues
downwards with a 1.8 litre
four and upwards with a new

O

By Hamisu Muhammad,
Business reporter, with agency
report
turbo-charged 3.0 litre six and
4.0 litre V8 (inthe M3). Diesels
include the current 2.0 litre
four cylinder and will extend
to include two 3.0 litre sixes.

Like the 1 Series, iDrive is
available as an option, but so
too are many features that
debuted in the 5 Series, such
as active steering, brake force
display (extrabrake lights for
an emergency stop), keyless
entry and run flat tyres.

With a length 0f4520mm,
width 1817mm, and height
1424mm, itismarginally larger
than its predecessor in all
dimensions except width
where itis a significant 78mm
larger. In length it is midway

between the 1and 5 Series,
but given that it shares saloon
car configuration with the 5
whilst the 1 is a truncated
estate with a very short rear
overhang, the 3 is actually
much closer in its overall size
to its smaller sibling.
Proportionally the car is
much the same as its
predecessor; clearly rear
wheel drive with short front
overhang, lengthy hood and
general cab-aft profile. Italso
has the same archetypal
BMW DLO with ‘Hoftneister
kink’ and, uniquely now
within the range, ithas a new,
organic interpretation of the
once-typical BMW bodyside
undercut running the length
ofthe car’s flanks, that tapers
in plan to the rear
significantly. At the front the

kidney grille punctures a
surface that runs seamless
from the hood to lower front
valance and is part ofa more
‘grown up’ face than before.

Inside the car is fewer
drivers orientated than the
E46 (and certainly the E36)
and straddles the 5 and |
Series in theme, notably with
two instrument panel
designs; one for iDrive-fitted
cars and a simpler design for
those without.

Despite the new 3 Series
being conventional relative to
all other recent BMW
designs, the car is fresh,
continues to develop new
and progress existing BMW
design themes, and Is clearly
positioned.

Volkswagen outlook disappoints market

opes for a quick

turnaround at

Volkswagen faded as
Europe’s biggest carmaker
underwhelmed investors with
a weak first-quarter forecast
and a wary 2005 operating
profit target.

“Operating profit after
special items will improve
year-on-year in 2005,
although the extent of this
improvement depends on
external factors that cannot
be predicted at present,” the

VW Golf

German group said.

Early in January, VW
finance chief Hans Dieter
Poetsch had already forecast
an improved operating profit
for 2005 and a clear rise the
following year, when he said
earnings should improve by
a few billion euros.

In February, VW reported
a 12 percent drop in 2004
operating profit to 2.015
billion euros ($2.66 billion)
before one-offs. The
company is pinning its hopes

on™ the success df ft3
“ForMotion” restructuring
program and a rejuvenated
model line to help it counter
sluggish markets, a strong
euro, high raw material prices
and dwindling profits in
China.

But the outlook for the first
guarter sent VW'’s shares
down nearly 4 percent and
robbed the stock of its
upward momentum this year
as one of Europe’s car sector
turnaround stories.
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Federal Republic of Nigeria *
NATIONAL COUNCIL ON PRIVATISATION,

Secretariat:

Bureau of Public Enterprises

PRIVATISATION OF NIGERIA AVIATION HANDLING COMPANY (NAHCO)
REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

As part.of the on the ongoing privatisation programme the
Federal Government of Nigeria (FGN) wishes to divest its
entire 60% holding in the Nigeria Aviation Handling Company
(NAHCo) through an Initial Public Offering (IPO). Accordingly
the National Council on Privatisation (NCP) wishes to engage
the services of advisers to assist it in the process.

The scope of work for thf selected advisors, to be led by an
Issuing House shall include:

1. Assist the NCP/BPE in reviewing and executing its
strategic options in the successful implementation of
the Initial Public Offer (IPO) of shares in NAHCo.

2. Ensure that all FGN policy requirements, with

- respect to divestiture and sale of public enterprises
are met

3. To introduce NAHCo Securities on the trading floor
of the Nigerian Stock Exchange,

4. To review all pertinent laws, regulations, policies
and processes governing NAHCo:

5. To assist NCP/BPE in marketing the company for the
IPO.

6. To register and screen all application forms and

. ensure all certificates, return monies are successfully

dispatched.
Submission of Expression of Interest (EOI)
ft

The Bureau of Public Enterprises (BPE) on behalf of the
National Council on Privatisation (NCP) now invites eligible
consortia to indicate their interest in providing the above-
mentioned services, The firms must apply as a Consortium
and should be led by an ISSUING HOUSE. The firms must
have competencies covering the range of additional
services contained in the scope of work above. The
consortium shall include the following:

*  Issuing House
Stock Broker
Registrar

Expressions of Interest from eligible consortia should
include the following as basis for pre-qualification:

Evidence of tract record in similar assignments in the
past five years including role of firm in implementing

- successful IPO (in developing countries and African in
Particular) 'description of outcome and references of
officials in assignment, cited;

Profile of consortium including ownership structure;
Names and Curriculum Vitae of firm's top executives
who will work on this assignment, including qualification
and individual experience in handling similar assignment
preferably in developing countries;
Overall approach to the assignment;
Details of consortium members and a letter from each
member confirming their participation in the Consortium;
Evidence of registration with Security & Exchange
Commission and Nigerian Stock Exchange;
Evidence of registration with BPE.

The selection and contracting of the consortium will be
conducted in accordance with the procedures set out in
the World Bank's Guidelines: Selection and Employment
of Consultants by World Bank Borrowers. January 1997
(revised September 1997 and January 1999). Interested
firms may obtain further information at the address
below during office hours, Monday to Friday.

One original plus five copies (and a softcopy on CD ROM)
of Expression of Interest (EOI) must be submitted ir) a
sealed envelope clearly marked "Expression of
Interest: Privatisation of Nigeria Aviation
Handling Company (NAHCo0)" and delivered not later
than 17: 00 hours Nigerian time on 1 April, 2005 to the
address below:

The Director General

Attention: Ag. Director (Aviation and Transports)

Bureau of Public Enterprises (BPE)

No. 1, Osun Crescent, Off IBB Way

Maitama District, Abuja

P.M.B. 442, Garki

Abuja.

TellFax: 234-9-4134664

Tel: 234-9-4139214, 4134636-46 (Ext.1029)

E-mail: aibehfflopeno.orci
vrcdamuffttt3eno.org

Web site: http-/ v.openg.org

Only short-listed applicants wil be issued
Request for Proposal (RFPs)

PLEASE NOTE THAT E-MAIL AND / OR FAX
SUBMISSIONS WILL MOT BE ACCEPTED.

Page 15
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SPEED (FULL LADEN);
PASSENGER CAPACITY

Working Condition
SAH2200

1988

Deutz (Air Cooled)
500 ltrs
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178/185 Respectively

payload!.. 2200kg

OTHER SPECIFICMJIONS:

H e z r o0 n

Press

nndhanc

Hezron Digital Colour Seneration
«Grahic Designs, Large Formal Priming On Ficx & Vinyl, -Up To She Al Colour Separation Works

'Graphics, -Annual General Meeting Reports, -Diaries, -Calenders, -Journals /magazines,
*Boob Publication-Letter Headed Papers Business/ invitation Cards, -Posters,
*Prints Ail Siies Up To Sord | OrAl Size, -Binding, -Cutting, -Stitching, -Folding

Hezron Digital Imaging Studio

«2 Minutes Colour /black & White Photos, -5 Minutes Photo Enlargement Up To A2 Size

-Photo Saving tad Printing From Memory Cards, Sticks, Compact Flash, Smart Media, disks, CD,
-Instant Id Cards, Separate &Joint Multiple Pictures, -Photo Restoration &Repairs,

«Picture Background Change -Black/white Pictures To Colour ¢

General Image Manipulation & Enhancement, Video Coverage & Editing

*Photo Cd/vcd/dvd Albums, -Picture Frames &Lamination, -Vhs Video Conversion

to Cd/ Vcd/dvd,-Heat Presses On T-shirt, Mugs Caps, Umbrella Etc

t HP Designjet S000 lor large Format Heidelberg Signasetter Pro Ai Size
Printing on any media including Flex &Vinyl Colour Separation Machine

25 Knots/32 Knots Respectively
8+2 Crew Respectively

Fully Airconditioned, VHP Radio, Sonar,

Low Wash, Low Wake Generation.

Available for inspection @ ALMARINE PREMISES, PLOT 28
KOLOKUftIA STREET BOROKIRi PORT HARCOURT, RIVERS STATE.

Interested parties should contact
CORPORATE AFFAIRS/BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MANAGER
on 08033070893,08052072500, 01-2709289

or the FACTORY MANAGER
ALMARINE 28, KOLOKUMA STREET BOROKIRI PORT HARCOURT.

Bids/Offers should be forwarded to
P.O. BOX 2508 LAGOS NOT LATER THAN 5TH APRIL, 2005.

PRE - PRESS
PRESS

POST PRESS

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY

QSS/COLOUR LABORATORY

We are aleading company in the Nigerian print industry, delivering prompt and revolutionary quality
services that add value to the industry at all levels using advance technology and the best hands viz

Hezron Showroom

*Photoghraphk Products And Accessories, Noritsu Spore Parts, Gss Developing and
Printing Machines / Accessories-Mitsubutshi Digital Photo Graphics Machines,
-Cameras, Memory Sticks, -Pen Drives, -Card Readers, Albums

-Invitation Cards, -Lots More As You Visit Our Showroom

Hezron Colour Photo Laboratory & Studio

« Film Development, mPhoto Printing To Various Sizes, « Photo Enlargement, ¢ Studio Photography
« 2 Minutes Instant Passport, < Old Pictures Renewal & Reproduction, « Framing 01 Pictures

« Outdoor Photography, etc.

A d dr e s s e s

Heidelberg Sord I Printing Machine QSS Colour Printer lor photographic prints

for Al impressions



Tuesday. March 15. 2005

FAAN

FEDERAL AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF NIGERIA

O T

INVITATION TO TENDER FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION OF
PROFESSIONAL CONSULTANCY  SERVICES FOR THE MODIFICATION
OF THE INTERNATIONAL TERMINAL BUILDING QOF
MALLAM AMINU KANO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, KANQ

3 hfem& & ™K abo.the m’ d'f'Catisim Of the international terminal buildingOf the Malian, Aminu
SCOPE OF CONSULTANCY SERVICES

» Architectural

» Civil & Structural Engineering

» Mechanical & Electrical Engineering
» Quantity Surveying

» Project Management

PRE-QUALIFICATION EXERCISE

the°fol?owinge COnSidered for participation in the pre-qualification process, interested firms are required to submit

» Evidence of registration with the Corporate Affairs Commission

» Evidence of registration with professional bodies

» Evidence of registration with FAAN

» Tax clearance for the last 3 years.

» Firm’s profile

» Organizational structure, including names and resumes of key personnel,
» Evidence of projects executed,

» Letter of reference from firm's bank

Please ensure that your submission is in accordance with the format above.

All submissions should be well detailed, as the contents would be accordingly evaluated and only short listed firms
would oe considered

SUBMISSION OF PRE-QUALIFICATION DOCUMENTS

All Pre-Qualification documents are to be submitted in two copies and neatly bound in binders (A4 size) and placed in
separate sealed brown envelopes marked as follows: CONFIDENTIAL “ PRE-QUALIFICATION FOR CONSULTANCY

fNTE"ATIONALI—AIRTOHTC@)\I?I»OF N TERNATIONAL TERMINAL BUILDING OF MALLAM AMINU KANO
T * fitte d to the Office of The Secretary, Tenders Board, FAAN e

Headquarters, lkeja, Lagos not later than fourteen days(2weeks) from the date of this notice while all submissions
will be opened on the samé date, at 12noon.

NB.

» All expenses incurred and associated with the preparation of any pre-qualification response shall be borne by the
prospective firm making the response.

» Not withstanding the submission of the pre-qualification information, FAAN is neither committed nor obllged to include
any firm on any shorttetor to appoint any firm.

» FAAN reserves the right to reject any/or all pre-qualification submissions.
t T f 00Lenterj?,t0 “ despondence with any firm or individual on why a firm was pre-qualified or not pre-qualified

| , C notz)ce.”? Invitation to Pre-quality” shall not be construed as a commitment on the part of FAAN, nor shall

it entitle the submitting firm to make any claim whatsoever and or seek any indemnity from FAAN by virtue of such firm
having responded to this publication.

Signed
Management
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1ST-TIER SECURITIES

COMPANY NAME

CUTIX PLC

Sector Totals
AGRICULTURE/AGRO-ALLIED
OKITIPUPA OIL PALM PLC.

THE OKOMU OIL PALM COMPANY PLC
PRESCO PLC.

Sector Totals

AIRLINES

AVIATION DEVELOPMENT COMPANY PLC.

Sector Totals
AUTOMOBILE & TYRE
DUNLOP NIGERIA PLC.
INCAR NIGERIA APLC.

R. T. BRISCOAE PLC.
Sector Totals

BANKING

ACCESS BANK PLC
AFR1BANK NIGERIA PLC.
FIRST ALTLANTIC BANK PLC
CHARTERED BANK PLC
COOPERATIVE BANK PLC.

COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT BANK PLC.

EIB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC.
FIRST CITY MONUMENT BANK PLC
FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC.
FSB INTERNATIONAL BANK iU C.
GUARANTY TRUST BANK PLC.
GULF BANK OF NIGERIA PLC
INTERNATIONAL MERCHANT BANK PLC.
INLAND BANK (NIGERIA) PLC.
INTERCONTINENTAL BANK PLC.
LION BANK OF NIGERIA PLC.
MANUFACTURERS BANK NIGERIA PLC.
NAL BANK PLC.
OCEANIC BANK PLC
OMEGA BANK (NIGERIA) PLC.
STANDARD TRUST BANK PLC
TRANS INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC.
UNITED BANK FOR AFRICA PLC.
UNION BANK NIGERIA PLC.
UNIVERSAL TRUST BANK PLC
WEMA BANK PLC.
ZENITH BANK PLC
Sector Totals
BREWERIES
GUINNESS NIGERIA PLC.
NIGERIAN BREWERIES PLC.
Sector Totals
BUILDING MATERIALS
ASHAKA CEMENT PLC.
BENUE CEMENT COMPANY PLC.
CEMENT CO. OF NORTHERN NIG. PLC
WEST AFR. PORTLAND CEMENT CO. PLC.
Sector Totals
CHEMICAL & PAINTS
BERGER PAINTS PLC.
CAP PLC.
D. N. MEYER PLC.
NIGERIA-GERMAN CHEMICALS PLC.
Sector Totals
CONGLOMERATES
C FAO NIGERIA PLC.
SJOHN HOLT PLC.
UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC.
P. Z. INDUSTRIES PLC.
SCOA NIGERIA PLC.
U.A.C.NIGERIA PLC.
j U.T.C. NIGERIA PLC.
| Sector Totals .
CONSTRUCTION
mJULIUS BERGER NIGERIA PLC.
Sector Totals
FOOD/BEVERAGES & TOBACCO
7-UP BOTTLING COMPANY PLC
CADBURY NIGERIA PLC.
FLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC.
NIGERIA BOTTLING COMPANY PLC.
NESTLE FOODS NIGERIA PLC.
Sector Totals
HEALTHCARE
EKOCORP PLC.
evans Medical plc.
MAY & BAKER NIGERIA PLC.
MORISON INDUSTRIES PLC.
NEIMETH INTERNATIONAL PHARM. PLC.
GLAXOSMITHKLINE CONSUMER NIG. PLC
Sector Totals
INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC PRODUCTS
FIRST ALUMINIUM NIGERIA PLC.
B.0.C. GASES PLC.
VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC.
Sector Totals
INSURANCE
AIlICO INSURANCE PLC.
CORNERSTONE INSURANCE CO. PLC.
CRUSADER INSURANCE PLC.
MUTUAL BENEFITS ASSURANCE PLC
NIGER INSURANCE CO- PLC.
ROYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE PLC.
STANDARD ALLIANCE INSURANCE
UNIC INSURANCE PLC.
WEST AFRICAN PROV. INS. COY. PLC.
Sector Totals
MANAGED FUNDS
C & 1LEASING PLC.
Sector Totals
PACKAGING
NAMPAK NIGERIA PLC
BETA GLASS COMPANY PLC.
Sector Totals
PETROLEUM(MARKETING)
AFROIL PLC.
AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC.
ETERNA OIL & GAS PLC.
MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC.
CONOIL PLC.
TEXACO (NIGERIA) PLC.
TOTAL NIGERIA PLC
OANDO PLC.
Sector Totals
REALESTATE
UACN PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT PLC.
Sector Totals
Overall Totals
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THE NIGERIAN STOCK EXCHANGE

NOOFDEALS QUOTATION(N)
24

2 1.
2r
1 0.81
13 16.94
8 9.04
22
1 1.00
1
16 1.79
1 1.30
6 4.35
23
5 3.42
27 6.63
2 . 3.41
2 * 3.90
1 1.92
1 0.75
1 2.26
2 5.18
533 22.94
48 1.20
255 9.90
10 0.38
11 0.55
19 151
1 7.81
3 0.61
16 1.26
1 2.80
6 4.24
1 1.50
8 7.41
J 1.50
25 10.00
321 18.80
6 0.69
5 3.93
256 13.40
1,568
167 77.97
343 36.69
510
67 22.70
1 4.20
10 6.20
6 10.35
84
14 4.89
8 6.10
2 4.80
2 3.81
26
5 4.19
9 0.61
179 15.23
76 11.19
3 1.04
48 14.17
6 0.92
326
4 16.00
4
29 21.70
116 51.00
29 16.61
49 50.00
62 139.99
285
2 - 0.85
6 2.98
3 4.95
2 1.08
11 3.25
26 8.20
50
4 1 1.00
2 1298
29 i 3.06
35
7 1.66
2 1 1.40
2 1.00
1 0.93
6 2.85
8 2.92
21 0.62
7 0.81
5 2.50
59
9 1.35
9
1 1.66
1 3.87
2
1 0.75
78 55.95
17 2.04
40 | 174.04
80 : 101.00
42 1 157.00
26 171.05
240 90.00
524
29 8.30
29

3,559

QUANTITY TRADED

4,200
4,200

300
96,600
30,036
126,936

600
600

73,899
300
86,300
160,499

51,673
750,995

4,000,000

7,221
6,750
750
15,000
689,995

1,697,155

861,987

1,572,936
1,270,000

659,704

1,056,332

2,800
28,800

1,255,800

1,200
82,914
1,000
21,298
475,200
190,922

1,003,346

106,946
5,118

3,081,584
18,897,426

410,790
817,915

1,228,705

299,068
17,644
51,800
49,100
417,612

91,309
15,270
980
16,500
124,059

22,076
25,871
800,996
328,691
2,000
237,298
14,635

1,431,567

22,320
22,320

52,179
184,111
170,110
75,171
147,575
629,146

50,281
20,200
4,200
4,000
64,800
203,194
346,675

50,500
5,252
405,677
461,429

125,200
242,316
5,000
1,000
13,809
542,289

2,549,571

150,929
62,765

3,692,879

170,000
170,000

1,500
666
2,166

11,055
247,857
140,360
58,078
58,457
116,177
10,086
342,974
985,044

270,950
270,950

28,972,213

« 5,208.00
5,208.00

243.00

1,61 1,395.00
265,063.20
1,876,701.20

600.00
600.00

130,366.06

390.00
375,405.00
506,161.06

176,721.66
4,979,096.85
13,640,000.00
28,161.90
12,960.00
562.50
33,900.00
3,574,174.10
38,953,371.42
1,046,466.00
15,252,547.53
482,600.00
371,531.28
1,586,302.00
21,868.00
16,818.00
1,543,985.66
3,360.00
351,555.36
1,500.00
157,818.18
712,800.00
1,909,220.00
19,062,280.41
73,210.22
20,1 13.74
40,652,437.87
144,665,362.68

31,860.995.54
29,953,663 11
61,814,658.65

6,789,702.70
74,104.80
326,992.00
508,185.00
7,698,984.50

437,510.04
93,201.00
4,704.00
62,865.00
598,280.04

92,555.72
15,781.31
12,140,003.30
3,644,005.84
2,084.20
3,362,512.66
13,389.20
19,270,332.23

354,720.00
354,720.00

1,136,926.84
9,348,052.76
2,825,527.10
3,765,170.60
20,589,646.48
37,665,323.78

42,738.85
59,496.00
20,510.00
4,320.00
210,375.00
1,676,766.66
2,014,206.51

49,860.00
15,650.96
1,244,999.85
1,310,510.81

215,197.00
339,242.40
5,000.00
930.00
38,799.41
1,574,013.87
1,610,734.02
121,452.49
158,282.92
4,063,652.11

237,050.00
237,050.00

2,490.00
2,577.42
5,067.42

8,291.25
13,699,639.15
286,334.40
10,054,919.41
5,915,765.45
19,419,484.90
1,738,143.35
29,954,892.92
81,077,470.83

2,238,468.70
2,238,468.70
365,402,758.52

reportas ATmondday, march 14,2005
VALUE OF SHARES

i TOP10TRADES YESTERDAY
SYMBOL VOLUVE VALUE TRADES

' FSB 861,987.00 1,046,466.00 48
UBN 1,003346.00 19,062280.41 32
INLANDBANK  1,056332.00 1,586,302.00 19
MANNYBANK  1,255,800.00 1,543,985.66 16
GULFBANK 1,270,000.00 482,600.00 10
GUARANTY 1,5"2,936.00 15,252,547.53 255
FIRSTBANK *1,697,155.00 38,953,371.42 533
STDINSURE 2,549,571.00 1,610,734.02 21
ZENITHBANK  3,081,584.00 40,652,437.87 256
ATLANTICBK  4,000,000.00 13,640,000.00 2

TOP 10GAINERS

SVMBUL IASDQICE  YESTHRDAYSOLCEE  CHANGE
MOBIL 17202 17404 +202

CADBURY 50.00 51.00 +1.00
AP 55.45 55.95 +0.50
PRESCO 861 9.04 +0.43

GUARANTY 930 9.90 +0.40
BERGER 15.70 16.00 +0.30
BFRGER 4.66 4.89 +0.23

NB 36.50 36.69 +0.19'
PFIZER 3.10 325 +0.15

MAY&BAKER 4.80 4.95 +0.15

TOP 10 LOSERS

SWAFFIOL LASim SE YESIERDAYSQICSE ~ CHANGE
TEXACO 162.70 157.00 -5.70
TOTAL 17290 171.05 -1.85

NOLCHEM 102.05 101.00 -1.05

GUINNESS 78.99 7797 -1.02
NBC 50.99 50.00 -0.99
UBN 1925 18.80 -045

TUP 21.96 21.70 -0.26
CCNN 6.44 6.20 -024

OCEANIC 446 4.24 -022

457 4.35 4)22

US Dollar up against Euro

he US dollar climbed Monday against the euro, clawing

back ground it lost at the end of last week after the

United States reported its second-highest monthly
trade deficit ever.

The euro bought $1.3404 in European trading, down from
$1.3455 late Friday. The dollar also rose to 104.81 Japanese
yen from 103.81 yen.

The British pound dropped to $1.9185 from $1.9264

Last week’s trading was marked by worries over the US
trade deficit. On Friday, the US Commerce Department reported
that the January trade gap was $58.3 billion 4.5 percent higher
than December’s andjust below November’s all-time high of
$59.4 billion.

The January figure, which exceeded economists’
expectations, underlined lingering worries over the U.S. trade
and budget deficits that propelled the euro from about $1.20
last September to an all-time high of $1.3667 at the end of
December.

In Asia Monday, the dollar rebounded against the yen
after falling in early trading.

The drop was triggered by revised Japanese government
data that showed the economy had grown slightly in the
October-December quarter, rather than contracted as it hai
said initially. However, markets decided later that a breakdown
ofthe data supported worries about the health ofthe Japanese
economy.

Bank’s deposit hits N18bn

D epositors’ money at Intercity Bank rose from N1.3
billion in June 1998 to N18.4 billion last June. The
increase arose from steady pattern of growth of the

bank, its Managing Director, Alhaji Lamis Dikko, said in

Kaduna.

Dikko told newsmen that gross earning also increased from
N334 million to N3.89 billion during the period.

Dikko said the bank was floating an Initial Public Offer to
raise N13.32 billion to meet the N25 billion recapitalisation
mark fixed by the CBN.

He said the bank could, in the alternative, merge with other
banks if it failed to raise the minimum capital base from the
offer.

The bank currently has 21 branches.
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pension liabilities- Abacha

he federal government
needs about N34.7
billion to settle
pension liabilities of retired
civil servants and military
personnel across the country.

This amount comprises
pension liabilities0fN23.50
billion for military personnel
and N 11.2 billion for civil
servants excluding
pensioners with federal
shares. ' >

President ofNigeria Union
of Pensioners, Alhaji Ali
Abacha who disclosed this
last week said the federal
government is owing
pensioners seven months
pension arrears amounting to
11.2 billion.

According to him,
pensioners were last paid in

T

ASeptember 2004, and the
union has been up and doing
in the ministry of finance,
office of the head of civil
service ofthe federation and
the presidency.

“TheNI 1.2 billion pension
arrears is for us o»ly because
pensioners with federal
shares have not been paid for
about three years now,” he
said.

On its part, the military
pensions board said in a
document addressed to the
chairman, House Committee
on pensions that it required
N23.50 billion to settle its
pension liabilities.

Chairman of the
committee, Honourable Sani
MahmuS Sha’aban, said, the
board informed his

Labour leader cautions
on NULGE impasse

A s part of efforts to
ensure a quick
resolution ofthe crisis

inthe Nigeria Union ofLocal

Government Employees

(NULGE), former president

of the union in Ogun State,

Comrade Gias Niyi Osoba

has called for amicable

settlement between the
opposing parties.
Comrade Niyi Osoba,

presently the director of
information services, Ogun
Waterside Local Government
in Ogun State made the call
in a paper tagged “Critical
appraisal of the proposed
impeachment of Dr. Deji
Akinwalere: the crisis and the

anti-dote.”
The labour leader, who is
presently one of the

candidates gunning for
NULGE's exalted position in
the forthcoming convention,
stated that “charity begins at
home and should not end
there, we cannot hide the fact
that among some states
within the block, there is a
kind of tussle between some
former leaders and present
leaders or among former
leaders and present
executives. This is not good
for our much needed unity

From Samson Ojo,
Correspondent Lagos

and stability as a people and
as a unions.”

W hile calling for both
internal and external
rehabilitation, the labour
leader stated that moves
should be advanced by any of
the particular leaders in the
states to resolve their various
differences.

He specifically called in all
the national officers, present
state presidents and state
secretariat and former past
leaders to take up the
responsibility of assuaging
stained nerves.

Responding to the call by
the South west leaders at its
meeting in Abeokuta that if
the impeached former
national president, Dr. Deji
Akinwalere should go, the
union’s general secretary,
Alhaji A.A. Salem too must
quit, he argued that no court
or committee can sentence
Alhaji Salem foran unknown
alleged offence without
trial.”

He contended that the
south west block should settle
its internal problems first and
then list outgrievances to be

committee that out 0fN23.50
billion, 15.4 billion would be
used to settle pension arrears
from June to December 2003.
He said that the board also
required N6.4 billion to pay
gratuities of four sets of
NAFRC and N 1.7 billion for
newly retired armed forces
officers and soldiers.

tie Chairmar®, House of
Representatives
committee on pension,
Honourable Sani Mahmud
Sha’aban, has allayed the
fears of workers on the new
contributory pension
scheme, saying that the.
scheme would assist them on
retirement.

Speaking at a consultative
forum with prospective
closed pension fund
administrators in Abuja last
week, Alhaji Sha’aban, said
the new pension scheme was
designed to address the
problems ofpensioners in the
country.

Pension
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Scheme

will assist workers

-Sha aban

By Abdullahi M. Gulloma,

Labour Reporter

According to him, the
contributory pension scheme
was designed to provide
workers in the public and
private sectors a hassle-free
retirement.

He said that his committee
would ensure that payment

Dignity in labour: dockworkers and tally clerks offloading cargosfrom a ship at theApapa

portin Lagos

Saokfever grips NEPC staff

By Austine Odo, Senior
Labour reporter
'D ss there is an urgent

intervention from

ither the legislative
or executive arm of
government, more than half
of the about 700 employees
of the Nigerian Export
Promotion Council (NEPC)
may soon be thrown into the
labour market, as feelers from
the organisation have shown.

Labour Trust findings have
shown that as a result of the
impending sack, the morale
of workers in the
establishment has reduced to
an all-time low.

It was gathered that
management had muted a
plan to shed the staffstrength
since last year but that the
former helmsman, David
Adulugba was not keen on
throwing people off their
jobs. As soon as Adulugba
left however, the new

| AP wades into Gateway Hotels impasse

he IndpptEiyl
Arbitrative Panel
(IAP) sitting in Lagos

rias ordered the Ogun State
owned Gateway Hotels and
its sacked thirty four workers
to resolve their labour dispute
amicably or face trial.

The workers under the
aegis of Hotel and Personal
Services Semi  Staff
Association (HPSSA) had
dragged the state government
aefore the IAP over failure of
the hotel managementto pay
them their terminal benefits,
11 months after their sack.

At the commencement of
proceedings before the IAP
panel, counsel for the union,
Mr. Uche Wisdom Dumieke
told the 1AP panel headed by
justice.

Nwakanma that the
management ofthe Gateway
Hotels had sacked the thirty
four workers in controversial
circumstances, only to pay
them a meager N250,000
each as settlement.

Arguing further, he stated
thattne hotel’s management
acted contrary to the
procedure of retrenching
workers.

“we do not know how they
(the management o f Gateway
Hotels) have arrived at their
entitlements figure for the
workers but the N250,000,
the management arrive at as
the workers terminal benefits
is not correct,”he said.

He informed the IAP panel
headed by Justice Nwakanma
that the sacked workers are

ready to cooperate with the
management of the hotel to
rework their entitlements.
Responding to the
workers’ counsel’s
arguments, counsel to the
Ogun State government,
Barrister Philip Akinginbe
informed the IAP that the
hotel management was ready
to rework the sacked workers
entitlements and paid them
whateveramount that it might
have arrived at as the
workers’ authentic benefits.
After listening to the
argument of the two parties,
the chairman ofthe IAP gave
the two parties till April 1B,
2005 to settle their dispute
amicably or be ready to face
the full trial over the matter.

management considered it
wise to contract the exercise
to a consultant, who is said
to be seriously on the job
now.

Labour Trust further
gathered that the plan is to
systematically phase out
clerical duties and massively

upgrade computer
automation in the
organisation, hence the

“right-sizing” exercise as an
official put it, would be heavy
on staffon grade level 01-06.
But according to our
findings, those employed
between 2000 and now also
have every reason to fear, as
the exercise is designed to

wipe-out a good number of

them. It was also alleged that
the exercise is lop-sided in
favour of an ethnic group.

Already, every member of
staff has been made to fill a

form on update of employee

database as at February 28,
| 2005.The form demanded

such information from the
j staff as name, date of birth,
quaAffcations, date employed
and current position, among
others.

Our correspondent
gathered that though, the
council’s director of
administration had last
Thursday attempted to douse
the tension by allaying such
fears during a meeting with
the staff, indications are rife
that the letters may soon start
flying.

Itwas gathered from some
ofthe staffwho even attended
the meeting that management
was not categorical on
shelving a sack, but instead,
indicated that the consultants,
Bumas Services Limited
were carrying out an exercise
to refocus and reposition

NEPC as a viable export
promoter.

According to our sources,
such repositioning nece-
ssitates a staff verification
exercise to ascertain the
current structure and
workforce, but that in the
course of such verification,
employees found to be
redundant might go.

The council’s spokesman,
Mr. Joe Itah told Labour
Trust that management had
not announced any plan to
sack and that Thursday’s
meeting was designed to
wittle down the suspicion and
tension among staff as a
result of the current
“rumours”.

The staff are however not
amused, meeting not
withstanding. Working
without any labour union,
they have resigned to fate and
decided to adopt a “waitand
see” attitude.

“We hear say them wan
retrench, we de waitfor their
letters. We no get any union
tofightfor us, only God de
fightfor us”, a worker said.

B ut/fs/jd tvttes/ fttetetters
arrive, it might be too late to
cry, even as majority of the
workers are alleging that
should there be any
retrenchment exercise, it was
not done according to civil
service procedure.

Labour Trust further
gathered that there has been
a great deal of

disenchantment among the
staff since the coming in of
the current director general
who they said had scrapped
virtually every staff welraie
scheme including medical
and furniture allowances
even as a top official’s close
relation is now running the
NEPC as a limited liability
company and handling every
contract in the name ofbeing
the DG’s special adviser.

and remittance of workers’
contributions to the new
scheme were promptly made
and the contributors receive
their retirement benefits as
and when due.

Alhaji Sha’aban also
disclosed that the new
contributory pension scheme
could inject over N800
billion into the nation’s
economy annually.

He also called on the
management of National
Pension Commission to
ensure that the Commission
meets the objectives for
which it was established.

He said that the
Commission must ensure it
protect the interest of
Nigerian workers so as to
promote sound and
transparent pension
administration in the country.

NLC opens
training
school

T he Nigeria Labour
Congress (NLC) has
formally opened the

first edition of what it

referred to as “NLC local
school” in 36 states of the
federation and FCT in order
to train labour leaders and
activists across the country.

Speaking at the opening
ceremony of the NLC local
school, president of the
congress, Comrade Adams
Aliyu Oshiomole, said that
the school consists of ten
weekly sessions of between
four to six hours Weekly.

According to him, the
school would take the
participants through various
dimensions of their
responsibilities as activists
and leaders of trade union
organisations.

He said that the
participants would be trained

in areas of grievances
handling, trade union history,
labour laws with political
economy, collective
bargaining and gender
mainstreaming.

“Leaders at the grassroots
level are sometimes not
equipped with the required
skills, prospects and
understanding necessary to
contest with employers, run
unions well, and ensure that
workers get value for their
membership. The school
system of the NLC is
designed to fill this gap.

“It is also designed to
generate the capacity to
successfully manage union
affairs, ensure that the needs
of workers are properly
serviced and guarantee that
unions have a ready pool of
competent and progressive
cadres that would be useful
in  higher levels of
responsibility,” he said.

The NLC president said
that the congress school
concept represents an effort

to cultivate a competent,
progressive, militant and
class conscious leadership at
the grassroots level.
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Celebrating M akarfi

His Excellency,
ALHAJI AHMED MOHAMIVIED MAKARFI
Executive Governor, Kaduna State

There is a revolution on roads projects in
the history of Kaduna State, where we have
roads not for roads’sake. Rather than the
old tradition of confining projects to the
state capital, you shifted emphasis to the
deprived rural areas and today the rural
populace are celebrating your heroism.

In view of your significant foot-prints,
we, the people of Kaduna State stand
solidly behind you and identify with all the
noble objectives you stand for.

Above all, we need more of your unique
leadership at the NATIONAL LEVEL and
hope you will pick-up this challenge.

-More grease to your elbow.

Long Live the People's Governor!
Long Live Kaduna State!!

Long Live Federal Republic of Nigeria!!!

] 0 matter what those on fault-
finding mission think of Governor
Ahmed Mohammed Makarfi of

Kaduna State, you have performed

excellently as Chairman of the Committee

that midwifed the on-going National

Political Reform Conference, it is our

fervent hope and prayer that this confab

will lead us to the promise land.

We the people of Kaduna State stand
solidly behind your Excellency as you serve
diligently and we are confident that your
kind of stewardship is what is required at
the national level. You deserve a
NATIONAL ASSIGNMENT, where you will
bring your peculiar leadership style to bear.

We have not forgotten how you turned a
volatile State into a haven for all. There is
the exceptional feat of rural
electrification, which remains unsurpassed
inNorthern Nigeria's history since 1999.

ALHAJI (DR.) SANI DAUDA
Garkuwan Zazzau Babba
Chairman/CEQO, ASD Group of Companies
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O has rejected a N12.-00 hike in dieseiprice

price htkft

NARTO, Stakeholders to
address crisis rn Abuja today

A committee comprising

ZA representatives of
X JLstakeholders in the
downstream sector of the oil
industry which was set up last
week to deliberate on the 14-
day ultimatum recently
issued by the National Asso-
ciation of Road Transport
Owners (NARTO) over the
N 12.00 increase in the ex-
depot price' of diesel is
expected to meet today in
Abuja.
» The committee which is
expected to meet at the office
ofthe NNPC managing direc-
tor was constituted to find
solutions to the impasse
between NARTO and the
PPMC and PPPRA. Itwas set
up during a meeting with the
NNPC managing director,
Engr. Funsho Kupolokun in
Abuja last week.

*NARTO, which handles
long haulage transportation in

By Austine Odo,
Senior Labour Reporter

the country, penultimate week
gave the NNPC and PPPRA a
14-day ultimatum to reverse
the price or face a withdrawal
of their services. Vehicles
such as tankers, trailers and
luxurious buses which are the
main vehicles for huge road
passenger traffic use diesel as
their fuel.

NARTO said through their
national operations coor-
dinator, Alhaji Lawal Isa last
week that the price increase
was unacceptable.

He said the NNPC and
PPPRA must reverse the
increase because ofthe effect
it would have on socio-
economic activities in the
country.

Alhaji Isa said in Abuja that
NARTO was ready to discuss
on the fundamental
objectives on the basis ofthe

ASUP decries south-west
zone’s action at confab

he NPafi8HRN e Kgates™/.
conference of the
Academic StaffUnion
of Polytechnics (ASUP) has
expressed dismay over the
action ofthe south-west zone
of the union for staging a
walk-out  during the
association’s conference held
at Bori, Rivers State recently.

The south-west zone
according to a statement
signed by the association’s
national publicity secretary,
Mr. Victor D. Dawu took the
decision after realising that
their chapter was heavily
indepted and therefore not
accredited to participate in
both the conference and
elections.

The statement which was
made available to Labour
Trust in Kano also noticed
with the displeasure that the
South-west refused to comply
with principles ofdemocratic
elections and instead
resorted to the use of
>lackmail and associated

T

By Yushau Adamu Ibrahim,
Correspondent, Kano

popular candidates to
sponsorship by external
persons.

The national delegates
conference therefore re-
affirmed its position to
maintain ASUP as one single
body stressing that it would
not allow itselfto be divided
on primordial sentiments.

The statement therefore
called on the South-west
Academic Staff Union of
Polytechnics (ASUP) to put
heads together with the
newly elected national leaders
of the association to move to
greater heights.

The conference ended with
the election ofnew executives
who are to project the affairs
ofthe union with Muhammad
Umar Kibiya of Kano state
polytechnic and Surveyor
Chris Madu of FG
polytechnic Nekede as
national president and vice
president respectively.

principle of deregulation
which the PPPRA and PPMC
should equally respect at the
next meeting. While the
NNPC agreed to address
other industry issues that
were highlighted in Wednes-
day’s meeting, NARTO
insisted on the mandate from
the association’s emergency
meeting held in Kano on
February 19,2005.

“Until when this central
issue is addressed before
NARTO could be disposed to
discussing any other issue for
now”, he said.

The NARTO delegates
were led by its president,
Alhaji Sani Yunusa while the
managing director of Oando
oil marketing company, Mr.
Wale Tinubu and PPPRA
executive secretary, Dr.
Oluwole Oluleye represented
their organisations in last
week’s meeting.

2.000 workers to lose

jobs 1N Ji

M ore than 2,5!0 local
government
employees may

lose their jobs in Jigawa as

government plans a massive
sack.

1

the state has already stopped
the preparation for the

payment ofMarch salaries to
local council workers and
primary school teachers.
The development came
against the backdrop of

ltege Mbiscriminate efhp-
loyment by the 27 local
councils in the state.

A check, by,newsmen
showed that the siate was
currently screening the listof
council employees to fish out
those believed to have been'
illegally employed.

The state’s Head of
Service, Mallam Ibrahim
Manzo, said the councils had
engaged in massive employ-
ment since March 2004 in

NUT distributes 18,000
m/cycles to Benue members

T  HeBenuestats branch
of the NUT has
distributed 18,000

motorcycles for distribution

on loan to its members.

The state’s NUT chairman,
Mr. lIsaac Achem, who
distributed the motor-cycles
in Makurdi on Thursday, said
268 were distributed in 2002,
when the programme took off.

Achem said it was the desire
of the union to provide
facilities that would make
primary school teachers
comfortable.

The NUT had broadened
its loan scheme to include the

provision of building
materials and electrical
appliances.

He said he was grateful to
the Benue state government
for its intervention in the
protracted crisis that delayed
the payment of pension to
retired teachers.

He urged the government
to direct relevant authorities
to effect yearly increment in
the salaries of teachers.
Increment was stopped three
years ago.

Gov. George Akume re-
stated the determination ofthe
state to provide incentives to
teachers fo Doost their morale

and productivity.

Ina message to NUT on the
occasion, he said he hoped
the use of motorcycle would
minimise lateness and
truancy.

Monetisation: 57 parastatal
agencies submit estimates

A total of 58 parastatal
agencies have so far
submitted estimates for the
monetisation oftheir workers’
fringe benefits to the federal
government.

The estimates were
submitted to the budget
office ofthe Federal Ministry
of Labour and Productivity.

Sources at the ministry told
the News Agency ofNigeria
(NAN) in Abuja that these
was more than the initial 33
involved in the struggle for
payment of the monetisation
benefits.

According to the source,
more were still making
submissions after the March
1, deadline.

“Some of the parastatal
agencies made multiple
submissions and this has
made the computation very
difficult and cumbersome,
considering the fact that the
budget office has a deadline
Oprl’Il 1,” another source

.warns banks against meddllng In Its crisis

A~ ankers to the erisis-
ridden Nigeria Union
of Teachers (NUT) in
Delta have been advised not
to meddle in the affairs ofthe
union.

The advicte was contained
inacommunique issued at the
end of a National Executive
Council meeting ofthe NUT
(West) held in Asaba on
Thursday.

The teachers said refusal to
recognise the caretaker
committee of the union in
Delta amounted to meddling
in its internal affairs.

The communique stated
that the banks, Zenith Bank,
UBA Plc and First Bank, had
embargoed transactions with
the union, and urged them not
to place hurdles in the
progress being made in
resolving the impasse in the
union.

Itwondered why the banks
would put up uncooperative

attitude towards the anian
“when the state government
and its agencies have long
recognised the caretaker
committee and have been
dealing with it in all matters
affecting teachers”.

The communique, signed
by the NUT president, Mrs.
Olaitan Fatunmbi; Secretary-
General Victor Uchuno and
publicity secretary, Yinka
Akinpelu, also frowned at
media reports claiming that
police authorities had
reinstated the former state
chairman of the union.

It described the
publications  as the
“imagination of the former
chairman, Mr. Newton Odje,
and stressed that the
caretaker committee led by
Mr. Paul Oduru, a school
principal, “is firmly in control”
ofthe state wing of the NUT.

“The caretaker committee,
which was inaugurated in

February, was mandated to
conduct fresh elections into
the state council within three

months after its inau-
guration,” the communique
noted.

It commended teachers in
the state for their maturity
and cooperation in “this
trying period” and appealed
to them to use their “franchise
to put in place an executive
council ofyour choice”.

According to the commu-
nique, no one, including the
former chairman, has been
barred from contesting union
positions in the forthcoming
elections.

It also said the NEC had
approved a series of work-
shops, seminars and general
enlightenment programmes
for teachers in the nine states
in itsjurisdiction.

The teachers would benefit
maximally from the program-
mes, the union added.

avwa

contravention of the state’s
civil service law.

Manzo explained that there
was a sharp increase in
council salaries from N202
million toN2J Smiibpjx yyi/}ch

he said, could not be
explained.

The state government, he
added, would adopt

necessary measures to
sanitise the workings of the
councils.

Meanwhile, the Nigeria
Union of Local Government
Employees is in support of
measures to sanitise the
system.

Its Secretary, Mr. Moham-
med Jamilu, said the union
would support any move to
reinvigorate the councils and
make them responsive to the

people’s yearnings and
aspirations.
The wunion wurged the

government j exercise cau-
tion and ensure that all
outstanding salaries were
paid.

...commends
LG over
Incentives

From Mustapha Isah Kwaru,
Correspondent Kano

ngogo local

" government area of

u y Kano State has been
applauded for promoting
primary school teachers as
well as the settlement 0 N8O,
000 as annual leave grant. The
state chairman ofthe Nigerian
Union of Teachers (NUT),
Mallam Hassan Muhammad
Zaura made the commen-
dation while on a courtesy
visit to the council chairman.

He expr.’-sed delight that
the gesiuie will make the
teachers to have a sense of
belonging and revamp the
morale as well as dedication
of the teachers.

The NUT cnairman, who
acknowledged that teachers
in the area had been enjoying
democracy dividends since
the assumption ofoffice ofthe
present administration, noted
that teacheij have so far
passed a vote of confidence
on the council.

Alhaji Zaura pointed out
that the recent donation of
over 60,000 exercise books in
addition to other teaching
materials to-the primary
school by the council served
as a clear signal that the
council is committed to the
general development of
education.

He enjoined the local j
government to maintain the
standard and offer additional
assistace to the union so as
to carryout its activities
diligently.

The acting chairman ofthe
council, Alhaji Ibrahim
Muhammad who received the
NUT official reiterated that
the council was poised to
improve the well being ofthe
populace.



Civil servants want “human face” reforms

S eniorcivil servantshave
called on the federal
government to execute

its on-going civil service

reform programme with a

“human face”.

The workers who made the
appeal in Lagos through then-
umbrella body, the
Association of Senior Civil
Servants (ASCS), warned
that the current approach
could destabilise the polity.

Theworkers’ appeal was a
reaction to alleged pins by
governmentto lay off74,000
workers in the federal civil
service as part of its reform
programme.

“Theemployer hasthe nght
to determine the quality and
quantity of its workers, but it
should be done in a way that
it will not affect the polity,”

Correspondent. Lagos nidi
agencyreport

Mi- Solomon Onaieghnon, an
official ofthe ASCS said.
«He told newsmen that
government should consider
the introduction of
“voluntary exit incentives".

Onaieghnon said this
would encourage workers to
retire voluntarily, adding that
the current disengagement
package for civil servants
was inarirtpiatc-

“Ifproperly implemerted.
there are people who would
be willing to go, but a
situation where one is
removed from service with
arrearso fsix months salaries
and without gratuity or
pension, is appalling,” he
said.

Kwara govt, labour on
collision course over taxes

T here may be a
confrontation
between organised

i labour and the Kwara state
\ government over an alleged
plan to introduce a new tax
i regime forcivil servants.
The NLC chairman in the
jstate, Mr. Emmanuel
; Aiyeoribe, said in florin last
| week that the congress was
laware of a plan by the
governmentto impose certain
i taxes on workers and political
office holders in the state.
Aiyeoribe said in llorin on
I Monday at the opening of a
10-week course for labour
union workers under die first
edition of the NLC Local

School that workers in the

state were not ready to pay

i any new taxes.

“Any new tax regime will
I definitely bring crisis and
jproblems for civil servants
5and political office holders.
;and, as such, it should be
jsuspended for now,” the
Slabour leader said.

“Organised labour will
| resist such taxation by all

means.”

Aiyeoribe appealed to Gov.

Bukola Saraki not to allow

j himself “to be used by some
I sel fish aides to go against the
; interest of die masses”.

He said the organised
i labour also criticised the
Ifederal government for
kscrapping the Ministry of

Federal Capital Territory and

| for planning to sack 74,000
I federal civil servants

Aiyeofibe urged the
federal government to
implement its monetisation
policy to coverthe remaining
federal workers, and advised
that payment should start by
April as agreed “to avoid a
massive indefinite strike by
the workers”.

The ABBR official uFh¢4

government not to retrench
workers now, noting that the
employment market was
already saturated with a very
high monthly pensions bill.
“It will be safer and wiser
for government to have die
workforce as it is now instead
ofadding more pensioners to
its list, moreso when manyo f

the GFfiRAYG sifliRd fir j

retrenchment are able-bodied
Nigerians,” he said.
Onaieghnon said
government to truly eradicate
poverty, it must address

for j

LC President, Adams
Oshiomhole has
called on the labour

problemsinthe energy sector, jecongress’s affiliate unions to

stressing that no country
could move forward without
an efficient energy sector.

open up their, leadership
positions to more women.
“Our movement owes

louses atOwarimpa estale inAbujtTfhey were originally designedfo r accomodation o fworkers. Now
govememnt. . s decidedto sell them to those who can afford topay. When will the average Nigerian

|g etdecentand convenlent accomodatlon’)

P|x Felix Onigbinde

Workerslberate FG over labour Bill

he Radio, Television,
Theatre and Arts
Workers Union of

Nigeria (RATTAWU) hasre-
stated its opposition to the
federal government's plan to
de-register the Nigeria
Labour Congress (NLC) and
weaken trade unions in the
country.

In a position paper at the
National Executive Council
(NEC) meeting of the union
held recently in Enugu. the
union said that it would join
forces with the NLC to fight
againfr anti labour policies

put in place by the
government.
“We are opposed to

government’s attempt to
impose centers to delibe-
rately weaken trade unions,
ban strikes and de-register
theNLC,” the position paper
presented by the union’s
general secretary. Mr. Henry
Odugala. stated.

“It is the position of
RATTAWU that anemployer
should not be given the
power to seize union’s funds
even when the worker has
voluntarily decided to
belong to a union and given
his express consent that his
union dues be deducted. ”
the position paper added.

Citing the International
Labour .Organisation (1LO)
Charter, the union argued
rial “the right to strike, the
worker’s right to work or
refuse to work is a
fundamental human right o f
die worker”

The union argued further
thatthe position o fthe federal
government offended sec-
tion 40 of the country’s
constitution, giving the
citizens the right to freedom

From Abduhrahab Deji
Ajikobi, Intern, with agency
j report 1

of association.

“We do not accept that in
older to register more labour
coiters. the NLC must firstbe
de-registered so, the amend-
mento fsection 16A in the Bill
iS unnecessary as union

membership i driMAR By
voluntaries,” it said.

The position paper also
warned government that any
reform imposed on the labour
movement in the country with
vested external interest would
not only be ineffective but
could also backfire.

The union members

pleaded with the Natioral
Assembly to compel the
government to show reason
on the matter so as to save
the nation’s nascent demo-
cracy.

The government, last
month, distributed 10,000
motorcycles to civil servants
and local government wor-

Chamber demands youth frlendly policy for
graduate employment

‘IThe presufeﬁt o¥Benin
ChamberofCommerce,
T Industry, Mines and
Apiculture(BENCOMA) has
asked the federal government

J to evolve a youth friendly

p@gg\]CCIMA president Mr.
Alfred lyamu made ihe call in
_ intel’lliew with the News
Agency ofNigeria (NAN) in

He asked government to
granta N2 million loan lo each
graduate to establish a
cottage industry after the
NYSCservice.

lvamu observed that such
a policy would make self-
employment attractive to
young graduates, adding
they would also be in a
position to employ others.

f ted that the le™ *
ofunemployment, especially

among graduates was
assuming an alarming

proportion, pleading that the
situation be reversed.

“The level of
unemployment in the country
hasbecome alarming with its
attendant economic and
socio-political consequ-

anres,* Ke peintad sut.

He said the crime rate had
risen in recent years due
mainly to the large army of
jobless youths.

lyamu noted that an
enduring solution to the

unemployment problem lay in j

an effective development of

g
economy.

“There is a lot of money
that is being wasted and |
believe the federal govern-
ment can give N2 million to
each graduates as a loan,” he
said.

~ ] J

hutsandabushyenvironment Acute acomodationproblem hasforcedsome
workers to take rvfnge in smchplaces, even in Abuja, the nation's capital

women a lot; we must improve
on our efforts at gender,
mainstreaming and ensr
thatwe respond effectively
the concerns of women,”
Oshiomhole said in Lagos to
last week.

Oshiomhole, who was
represented by the head of
the NLC Lagos office, Mr.
Linus Ukamba, made the
remarks at a lecture to mark
the International Women’s
Day.

He commended women
activists for their past and
present contributions to the
labour movement in the
country.

“Under our stewardship in
the NLC, women workers,
activists and leaders have
demonstrated profound
commitment and seriousness, j

“They have not allowed j
their unequal representation j
in the leadership of unions |
and other disadvantages to j
deter them,” he said.

On labour schools taking
offin 34 state councils of the
NLC simultaneously, !
Oshiomhole said more than
1,000 union leaders and |
activists would be exposed to j
a comprehensive and i
rigorous training in trade j
union courses.

“The schools will take the j
participants through various ;
dimensions of their ;
responsibilities as activists \
and leaders, especially i
grievance handling, j
organising trade union, j
history of labour laws and j
collective bargaining,” he j
said.

Oshiomhole said the vision j
and resolve of the NLC j
leadership were that trade j
union education must be j
delivered to the grass roots
as the primary units of the j

[ movement.
the industria| and agricultural j

“The NLC intends to use j
this process to deliver j
training programmes of
longer duration taking into
account the convenience of
the beneficiaries who are
workers and family members,
particularly in this age of
globalisation,” headed.

Mrs. Oluremi Fapohunda: j
the Chairwoman ofthe Lagos j
State NLC Women |
Committee, in her address of j
welcome, urged affiliate j
unions to always release their |
female workers for meetings |
and other union activities.

“Most women do not |
understand what a trade j
union activist is all about; it j
isonly when they are allowed
to partake in meetings that
they will know that it is not
about adicalism,” she said.

Fapohunda also urged
women to always carry other
women along in whatever
leadership position they

themselves.
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caution in reporting

HIV/AI

ournalists have been ad
vised to exercise caution
in publishing claims on
HIV/AIDS cure. Giving the ad-
vice recently in Lafia at a one-
day HIV/AIDS advocacy/
sensitisation meeting with
media professionals, the
Nasarawa state Commissioner

Niger state
Govt prunes
hospital fees

iger state government

has abolished the N20

fee charged for out-
patient cards in its general
hospitals. The state’s Health
Commissioner, Dattijo Aliyu
announced recently in Minna
that the government had also
reduced ward admission fees
from N500 to N200.

Folder card fees also
dropped with immediate effect
from N200 to N100,' he said,
after a tour of hospitals' in the
state capital. The move, ac-
cording to him, was to reduce

«the hardship of patients and
the general public

Noting the poor sanitary
condition of the Minna Gen-
eral Hospital, he directed the
head of hospital services to
ensure improved sanitary con-
ditions within a week.

Aliyu stressed the need
for improved services through
the dedication of hospital
staff, warning them to desist
from molesting or harassing
their patients.

Dr Buba Bako, the head of
hospital services, in his re-
mark, asked for improved fa-
cilities and the replacement of
obsolete equipment.

0
J

F oreign

DS cure

for Health, Dr Mohammed
Ahmed, said no cure for the
dreadful disease had been
found.

Represented by the chief
medical director of the state’s
Health Management Bbard, Dr
Thomas Affi, the commis-
sioner said the media had been
identified as a HIV/AIDS in-
formation resource in the fight
against the disease.

He, however, said “it has
become worrisome on how the
media in recent past have con-
tributed to the spread of false
information on claims ofcure
offflV/AIDS.”

Ahmed stated that all
claims ofHfWAIDS cure must
be ascertained from authentic
sources before any publicity,
“no matter the associated fi
nancial gains”.

He said because of the
media’s importantrole in edu-
cating, informing and enter-
taining the people, it needed
to be well informed and edu-
cated on all issues concerning
HTV/AIDS.

These, he said, included
knowledge of the mode of
transmission and the way it
affected all aspects of human
endeavour, including the eco
nomic and social life of the
people.

To check the spread ofthe
disease, the commissioner said
the social environment must
be transformed through the
dissemination of house-to-
house information about the
nature of the HIV/AIDS pan-
demic. 4

He therefore, urged the
media to support people liv-
ing with HTV/AIDS by encour-
aging them to feature in pro-
grammes that could give the
true picture ofthe virus, among
others.

o n
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NOA wants wives

tojoin h
he Niger state National
Orietentation Agency
(NOA) has suggested

that wives ofsoldiers and po-
licemen on foreign missions
should be allowed tojoin their
spouses.

.ifc x 'tjr fee cite
state, Danladi Abdul-Ahmeed,
said such a concession would
minimise the vulnerability of
the officers to HIV/AIDS in-
fection.

He made the suggestion in
Minna on Thursday at a semi-
nar organised for policemen
and women by an NGO, Care
People Foundation Interna-
tional. The NOA boss said

usbands

there was the need for such a
policy because ofthe increase
inHIV infection ofthose com-
pelled to leave their spouses
'n ~e course of performing
the'r duties,

He emphasised that absti-
ntnce Vv

wel e ways ofpreventing HIV/
AIDS infection and suggested

that guidance and counselling
officers be stationed in
schools to talk to youths about
HIV related problems.

The founder of the NGO,
Dr. Amina Rusell, in her remaric,
said the seminar was organ-
ised for the police because of
their importance in nation
building.

Cholera outbreak: Uni-Abuja medical

centre cautions staff

O toffand students afthe

University of Abuja

have been advised to
observe basic sanitary habits
and personal hygience in view
ofthe recent outbreak ofchol-
era in Gwagwalada area coun-
cil ofthe Federal Capital Terri-
tory (FCT).

The medical centre of the
university, in a statement
signed by Dr. Mohammed
Abdullahi, said the advice be-
came necessary due to the
alarming death rate recorded
in the area as a result of the
outbreak.

The statement further
warned students, staff and
residents of the area against
drinking impure water,.uiging
that water should be boiled and
filtered before drinking. It also
advised them to properly wash
fruit and vegetables before
consumption.

Boiling water before

reduces the risk of cholera,”
the statement added, pointing
out that a clean environment
devoid offlies and mosquitoes
reduces the risk of infection
just as it advised members of
the university community to
keep their environment clean.

The statement called on
the member of the university
community to immediately re-
port any case of persistent

IBy Sunday Ejike Benjamin, I jRg that, “ifmecdiate medica-

Health Reporter with
| Agency Reports
vomiting and stooling to the
centre for treatment, explain-

tion raises the chances ofsur-
vival of those infected with
cholera.”

The News Agency of Ni-

“students

geria (NAN) -calls that no
/lewer than 11 people in the
council have Ned of cholera
in the past one month.

EKiti distributes NIOOm
medical equipmentto LGs

ospitol and medical
Hequipment worth

more than N 100 mil-
lion have been distributed to
all the comprehensive health
centres in the 16 local council
areas of Ekiti State.

The Commissioner for
Health in the state, Dr Sola
Babalola, announced this on
recently in Ado-EKiti while
signing a memorandum ofun-
derstanding with the coordi-
nators of the Ekiti State Pri-
mary Healtb CareAgWty!

Dr. Babalola said the meas-
ure would boost health care
delivery in the state. Accord-
ing to him, the state govern-
ment procured the equipment
in conjunction with the World
Bank-assisted Health Systems
Development Project Il to
strengthen health systems at
all levels.

He criticised past adminis-
trations in the state for ne-

glecting the health sector. The
commissioner assured that the
present administration would
live no stone unturned in im-
proving the health status of
the people in the state.

Dr. Babalola advised the
people tc -efrainfrom patron-
ising fake medical personnel as
the gf" anmr it was commit-
ted tt .nuking healtii care de-
li jrckjle.

Delta to establish ARV.
treatment centre

lhe Delta state govern

ment is to establish

anti-retro viral(ARV)
treatment centre in the state
cfelfstr tffe end'ofulfils year.
The state’s Commissioner for
Economic Planning, Clement
Ofunani said the centre would
take care ofpeople living with
HIV/AIDS (PLWA).

Ofunani, who made the an-
nouncement in Asaba while
giving a breakdown of the
state’s 2005 budget of over
N 115.9 billion also noted that
PLWA currently go to Nnamdi

Azikn e University Teaching
Hospital, Nnewi, for medical
attention.

The state, he also said,
woufdestablish a haemodialy-
sis centre for patients with re-
nal problems, adding tnat the
state also planned to cstablis..
primary health c,,.e develop-
ment agency to coordinate pri-
mary health care activities.

Deita State, the ¢ “rrmis-

sioner for Economic Planning
disclosed, is spending more

than N6.5 billion or 9.46 per
cent of its budget on health.
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'I'n v ita tio n fo

r B ids (IF B )

N Date: 14th March, 2005
Contract ldentification No. KB/HSDPII/WK/001/NCB/05
World Bank Loan/Credit No. 3653 - UNI
World Bank Loan/Credit Name: HEALTH SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT PROJECT I

This invitation for bids follows the general procurement notice
forthis project that appeared in Development Business, issue
no. 608 of June 16,2003.

The Federal Government of Nigeria has received a credit from
the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development
towards the cost of Health System Development Project Il and
intends to apply part of the funds to cover eligible payments
underthe Contracttor Rehabilitation ot 3Mos Primary Health
Centres (PHC) at Dakin Gari, Kangiwa and Gwandu; the
contract identification number is KB/HSDPII/WK/001/NCB/0-5.
Bidding is open to all bidders from eligible source countries

as defined in the Guidelines Procurement under IBRD Loans
and IDA Credits.

The Kebbi State Healt System Development Project li
(KHSDPII) invites sealed tyds from eligible bidders for the

opened to bidders from eligible source countries as defined in
ihe guidelines.

5. Bidding documents:(and additional copies) may be purchased
at Kebbi Health'System Development Project /[{KHSDPII). 2
Emir Haruna Road Birnin Kebbi for a non-refundable fee of
N20.000.00 (Twenty thousand naira) or its equivalent in a freely-
convertible currency for each set interested bidders may obtain
further information at the same address.

Bidding document should be available from 16th March, 2005.

6. Bids shall be valid for a period of 90 days after Bid opening
and must be accompanied by security of at least 3% of Bid
price or its equivalent ina freely convertible currency and shall
be delivered to Kebbi Health System Development Project II

Procurement of works as follows:

Lot 1: Renovation and Upgrading of Dakin Gari PHC
Lot 2: Renovation and Upgrading of Kangiwa PHC
Lot 3:Renovation and Upgrading of Gwandu PHC

Bidders may bid for anyone or more lots and discounts offered
for the award of combined lots would be considered in bid"
evaluation.

Bidding will be conducted through the national competitive
bidding (NCB) procedures specified in the world bank
guidelines. Procurement under IBRD loans and IDA credits is

(KHSDPII). 2 Emir Haruna Road, Birnin Kebbi on or before
10:00am 13th April, 2005, at which time they will be opened in
the presence of the bidders who wish to attend.

IFB must be endorsed and authenticated by:

Project Manager,
Kebbi Health System Development Project If (KHSDPII)
21 Emir Haruna Road,
Birnin Kebbi.
Tel/Fax 234 68 320968-70
B-maii kbhsdptwo@yahoo.com

Section 1: Invitation for Bids (IFB)

The Federal Government of Nigeria
KEEfcl STATEHEALTH SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT PROJECT I
Procurement and Installation of Furniture and Medical Equipment
Credit No.3653 - UNMFB No. KB/HSDPH/GD/OOI/ICB/OS

1. This invitation for bids follows the general procurement notice for

this project that appeared in Development Business, issue no.
608 of June 16, 2003.

2. The Federal Government of Nigeria has received a credit from
the International DevelopmentAssociation (IDA) toward the cost
of Health System Development Project Il, and intends to apply
part of the proceeds of this creditto payments under the contract

for Procurement and Installation of Furniture and Medical
Equipment.

j3. The Kebbi State Health System Development Project 1 now invites
Isealed bids from eligible bidders for the supply and installations.

As perbiddocuments:

Lot 1: Medical Equipment

Lot 2: Medical Furniture-

Lot 3: Office Furniture II;)

Lot 4: Cold Chain Equipment A

24. Bidding mttbe conducted through ihe international competitive
Procurement under IBARD loans and IDA credits and is open
to all bidders from eligible source countries as defined inthe

Guidelines,

5. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from
Kebbi State Health System Development Project !l

(KBSHSDPIl), 21 Emir Haruna Road. Birnin Kebbi, Tel/:Fax
234068-320968- 70 and inspect the bidding documents from
10:00am to 3:00pm commencing on Monday 16th March,
2005.

A complete set of bidding documents in English may be
purchased by interested bidders on the submission of a written
application to the address below and upon payment of non-
refundable fee N20,000.00 (Twenty thousand naira} only or
USD 150.94 (one hundred and fifty dollars, ninety four cents
only). The method of payment will be in cash or bank‘drafl
payable to Kebbi State Health System Development Project
ll. The document will be collected by hand or sent by courier
services on request.

Bids must be delivered to the address below at or before
10:00am local time on 27th April 2005. Al! bids must be
accompanied by a bid security of at least 3% ofbid price or an
equivalentamount in a freely convertible currency. Late bids
will be rejected. Bids will pened in the presence of the bidders
representatives who choose to attend at the address below.

The Project M anager,
Kebbi Slate Health System BevelopmerimdiecVft
21 Emir Haruna Road,Birnin Kebbi,
Kebbi State,
TellFax 234 68 320968-70
E-mail kbhsdptwo@ yahoo.com


mailto:kbhsdptwo@yahoo.com
mailto:kbhsdptwo@yahoo.com

P resident Olusegun
Obasanjo has appr-
oved the establishment

of an inter-ministerial action

group on Pan-African Tsetse
and Trypanosomiasis

Eradication (PATTEC).

According to a statement
from the office of the

Secretary to the Government

of the Federation (SGF), the

seven-man action group has
the minister of Science and

Technology, Prof. Turner
Isoun, as its chairman.

Other members of the
group include Prof. Eyitayo
Lambo, minister of Health;
Alhaji Adamu Bello, minister
of Agriculture and Rural
Development; Alhaji M.
Shagari, minister of Water
Resources, and Col. Bala
Mande (rtd) minister of
Environment.

Other members of the

action group include Mrs.
Nenadi Usman, minister of
state for Finance, and
Professor Ode Ojowu, the
economic adviser to the
president.

The action group will be
inaugurated on Friday 18h
March, 2005 by the secretary
to the government of the
federation, Chief Uffot
Ekaette.

Igwe and Dr. Henry Alo
among others”.

Dr. Chukwu noted that

with this development, the

coast is now clear for those
who might wish to pursue
further medical studies with
the school’s certificate
abroad”.

He also announced that |
both the department of
paediatrics, as well as
obstetrics and gynaecology
“now enjoy double
accreditation o fboth the West
Africa Postgraduate College,
and the National Postgraduate
Medical College ofNigeria”.

Meanwhile, the West;
African College of Surgeons |
was set to pay ‘an |l
accreditation visit to the |
Department Qf
Ophthalmology, ’ he said.

Dr. Chukwu lauded the
graduating medical doctors i
fot WAcusuccess and advised
them “to always uphold the !
ejbical code of the
profession”.

Forty-one new medical*!
doctors took part in the oath-1
taking ceremony, raising to
154 the number of doctors
produced by the college since
2001.
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A MEMO TO SARKJN YAKIJNKEFFI ON 2007
PRESIDENTIAL RACE

A Ihaji Dr. Abdullahi Adamu does not need an
elaborate introduction in this country. He is
already widely acclaimed as the action

governor of Nassarawa State whose unflinching
efforts to the development ofthe state have endeared
him to his subjects who unanimously returned him
in the 2003 elections for a second term. Therefore
since 1999, Governor Adamu has been at the helm
of affairs at Lafia, working tirelessly to bring the
state to the top of those created along with it in
1996 and to realize the dreams for which the state
was created out of Plateau State. There is no gain
saying the fact that a lot ofthese have been achieved
more between 1999 and now than under the various
military administrations before the Sarkin Yakin
Keffi took over the affairs of the state.
Bom to a humble family of the District Head of
Garaku in Kokona LGA of Nasarawa State, his
leadership qualities and political prowess began to
manifest quite early when he was growing up under
the watchful eyes of Alhaji Audu Abubakar, now of
blessed memory. Late Alhaji Audu himselfwas an
astute politician of repute in the defunct Northern
Peoples Congress (NPC), which dominated the
politics of Northern Nigeria before and during the
first republic. Afterthe overthrow ofthe first republic,
Alhaji Audu continued to play active and leading
roles in the politics ofnorthern Nigeria and it is widely
speculated that Governor Abdullahi Adamu might
have picked up his political instincts from him, for
sooner than later, he became an icon in the youth
wing of the NPC even before the death of his
guardian, Alhaji Audu under whom he had received
practical training aside the royal blood flowing in his
veins.

Dr. Abdullahi Adamu had his early education at

Government College, Keffi, a college known for

sound basic foundation and which has produced

prominent leaders of our time. From Keffi, the gem
went to Kaduna Polytechnic whe”p he was trained
as an Engineer. For his untiring efforts to be versatile,
eloquent and grounded in his leadership quest, the
moved on to the University of Jos to read law. With
this sound educational background, he served in
various places ofendeavour, both in the private and
public sectors, leaving behind excellent records for
posterity. He served NNDC Kaduna at one time as
the Maintenance Engineer, an opportunity to
showcase his talent as an Engineer. In the defunct

BEPCO, this amiable console served as the

Executive Secretary and gave the company a.

befitting image.

As the second republic was fully ushered inl979,

governor Adamu’s potentialities were now to be fully

harnessed. He became the Secretary and later the
chairman of the defunct National Party ofNigeria

(NPN) in Plateau state at different times, positions

occupied by only the most skillful ones, especially in

a party known for its brilliant performance in winning

elections during the second republic. The military

intervention in 1983 interrupted his political race. The
whole democratic process was put on hold and an
interludeAvas created which gave him an opportunity
to acquire more formal political training to prepare
for the task ahead in the subsequent republic, but
because an achiever is a gold fish that has no hiding
place, the late Abacha regime fished him out to give

a helping hand and which he gladly accepted to serve

mes-the. Minister of State for Works and Housing. The
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Alhaji Dr. Abdullahi Adamu

Executive Governor, Nasarawa State
era saw major roads being dualised, rehabilitated and
prototype houses built all over the country for the
benefit ofthe Nigerian populace. He held the position
until the death of Gen. Abacha.
At the wake of the third republic, new states were
created which saw the birth of Nassarawa State out
of Plateau state. Military administrators were
appointed to man the affairs of these baby states.
Nassarawa state in particular had two previous
administrators before the coming of Dr. Abdullahi
Adamu. He met the state in a very dilapidated condition
and swung into action of transforming it to amodem-
rural area, a feat he achieved with meager resources
within his first tenure as an Executive Governor.
Governor Adamu made giant breakthroughs in a
number of areas particularly in the educational sector
with the establishment ofa record number of schools,
from primary to tertiary levels, an achievement that is
unequalled in the history of Nassarawa state. It is no
exaggeration to point out that there is a quiet
educational revolution taking place in Nassarawa State
under the leadership of Gov. Abdullahi Adamu. From
his wide experience is convinced that education is the
key to progress. Also convinced that human resources
are an indispensable ingredient for rapid socio-
economic development, Abdullahi Adamu has since
assuming office accorded the highest priority to
education. He particularly gave special attention to
science education with wide ranging incentives to
science teachers. For this special emphasis, he created
a Ministry of Science and Technology in the state.
For Governor Adamu who himself has traversed the
four walls of the law school, emerging from there as a
teacher aside from being a trained engineer and lawyer,
committing huge sums to education is a worthwhile
investment in the youths and the future of the state.
His beliefin the development ofeducation culminated
in the establishment of the state University at Keffi.
His other breakthroughs include:
a. Total support to agriculture, industries, works,
housing and commerce with the citing of industries in

Lafia, Akwan'ga and a couple other places to harness
these areas of serious needs.

b. Health was equally viewed with serious attention
as hospitals and health care centers were built and
well stocked with drugs to assist the citizenry with
adequate health care.

c. Tremendous achievements in the area of peace
initiative and conflict resolution efforts.

d. Sports development became one of his pet
programmes, a deliberate effort aimed at engaging
the youths in meaningful programmes rather

than engaging in unprofitable activities and social
vices. A veritable example is the Nassarawa United,
a team that spent only a season in Pro-League but
which is now a Premiership side.

e. His organizational ability and track records earned
him the position of Chairman of state Governors of
Nigeria.

f. His respect for traditional institutions made him to
upgrade almost all traditional stools to the next higher
status and better welfare programmes for them.

g. Disbursement of N53 million under the state
Women and Youth Empowerment Scheme for the
establishment of various agricultural projects.
These sterling leadership qualities of Gov. Abdullahi
Adamu and his commitment to his responsibilities
has caught the attention and recognition of Nigerians
in other parts of the country including higher
educational institutions. In recognition ofhis untiring
efforts in creating a better society for his people and
the nation at large the prestigious Federal University
of Technology Akure on December 4th 2004,
conferred on him the honorary Doctorate Degree of
Engineering.

His nationwide popularity was underscored by the
students of the

institution who trooped out that day dressed in a T-
shirt and face cap both of which had his picture
emblazoned in academic gown, carried placards
eulogizing his good works. Some ofthe placards read.
“Gov. Adamu. Our Saviour, Emancipator”. “Adamu
for ever”. The Yoruba race in Akure also trooped
out to eulogise him in Yoruba songs some ofwhich
translated “Who says we have no father’? Abdullahi
Adamu is our father.

Abdullahi Adamu’ s life itself is a study in the
benevolence of nature, which he has tried to spread
to future generations and those who cross his path.
These tremendous achievements are worthy of
commendation and as a result, we in Nassarawa
state are making a wake-up call to Dr. Abdullahi
Adamu,(The Sarkin Yakin Keffi ) to come out and
contest for the presidency of this nation come 2007.
The nation is yearning for leaders who have appetite
for good governance to sail it to the promised land.
Long live the Federal Republic ofNigeria!

Long live Nassarawa State

Ranka ya dade Sarkin Yakin Keffi
Sai Kayi

Signed
Alhaji Tanko Wambai
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A buja | rust
House FCT C’ttee harps

<Ofthe National Mosque at the Eagle Square, Abuja'..Last week.

Pix:Joe Orove |

on budg

he HalksR btf Re

sentatives Commit

tee on the Federal
Capital Territory (FCT) has
indicated its resolve to ex-
plore all avenues to ensure
full implementation o fbud-
get for the territory. The
chairman o f the committee,
Hon. Tanimu Aduda who
gave the indication during
a tour of the territory by
the committee, said a new
strategy has been adopted

auro

ImAbu Ja to move to permanent site

he University of

Abujawill move to its

permanent site be-
fore the end ofthisyear, the
vice chancqgI™”~C.
Yaqub, has said.

Yaqub, who disclosed
this while speaking with stu-
dent union leaders in the uni-

lversify on Thursday, said ef-
forts were being intensified
ito achieve the objective.

* He said although con-

struction of hostels, roads
| and other infrastructure
were ongoing at the site that
is located along the Airport
Gin junction, adequate mea-

jsores were being made to
ensure their early comple-
tion.

, He said that with the
completion ofsome projects
in the permanent site, some
faculties could move there to
ease the pressure on facili-

\ties at the temporary site.

“Movement to the per-

manent site by the end of
| thisyear will reduce the pres-
| sure on facilities at the tem

porary site,” he added
Meanwhile, Yaqub said
that efforts were being
made to improve facilities at
'id&mg
that an additional generat-
ing plant would be pro-
vided to improve power

situation at the site.

He explained that some
facilities in the campus were
being renovated to improve

on'their service delivery ca-

pacity.

Yaqub said his adminis-
tration would continue to

.medical centreadvisesstudents,stafflFC T inau

on cholera outbreak

ollowing the outbreak
Fof cholera in the

Gwagwalada area
council o fthe FCT, the medi-
cal centre of the University
of Abuja has advised staff
and students to take neces-
sary precautions.

The centre in a statement
issued today, said the advice
became necessary due to the
alarming death rate that had
been recorded as a result of
the outbreak.

Staffand students o f the
institution were advised to
observe basic sanitary hab-
its and personal hygiene.

The statement warned
students against drinking
water that is impure, adding

viorld Bank donates
books to FCT schools

he World Bank has do

nated books worth

over N3 million to
schools in the Federal Capital
Territory (FCT).

This was revealed by the
secretary of the Nigerian Li-
braries Association (NLA)
Abuja chapter, Alhaji
Abdulrakarem Sanni while
|speaking at the “Library
Week” of Sunrise Interna-
tional School, Abuja. He said
library is apotent guide to dis-
coveries adding that devel-
oped nations of the world
used the libray to make break-
throughs.

He noted that the library
isno longer a one-way traffic,
hence the emergence ofelec-
tronic library.

By Salaudeen Ozigi, Intern |

The NUC chief librarian
disclosed that library is a
continuous mechanism and
that no library is “self suffi-
cient.” He therefore urged the
school’s head to provide a
befitting library and equip it
with books relevant to their
subjects of study.

In his address, the head-
master of the school,
Abdulkareem Suleiman,
stressed the importance ofli-
brary as a house of knowl- |
edge that enhances pupils’ j
capacity and research and |

called for frequent reading 1

competition- to-encourage-!
pupils to strive for better i
reading habit.

they should boil their water
before drinking.

Students, staffand other
residents ofthe council were
also advised to wash fruits
and vegetable properly be-
fore consumption. “Boiling
water before drinking and
washing of fruits reduce the
risk ofcholera,” it added.

The statement, signed by
Dr Mohammed Abdulahi,
also advised students and
staff to keep their environ-
ment clean.

It said that a clean envi-
ronment devoid of flies and
mosquitoes reduces the risk
ofinfection.

The statement called on
members of the university
community to immediately
report any case of persistent
vomiting and stooling to the
centre for treatment.

“Immediate medication
raises the chances of sur-
vival of those infested with
cholera,” the statement
added.

Prof. Fabian Osuji, Education
Minister

give priority to students
and staffwelfare.

“Efforts will be intensi-
fied to ensure the creation
ofaconducive learning and
teaching environment in the
university of Abuja,” he
said.

The News Agency ofNi-
geria (NAN) recalls that 12
people in the council have
died ofcholera in the pastone
month.

Storm

In
ByAbubakar Sariiq lwh
Stringer
roperty worth millions
of naira were de
strayed by wind on
Saturday at Abaji in the Fed-
| eral Capital Territory (FCT).
The incident occurred as a
result of a heavy downpour
amidst powerful wind, which
lasted for more than two
hours. Asaresult, many resi-
dents were rendered home-
less.

Alhaji Muhammad
Angulu Loko, the chairman
of Abaji area council, ex-
pressed shock over the inci-
dent and attributed the un-
fortunate occurrence to the
actofGod. He advised them
to bear the loss with forti-
tude. Alhaji Loko further
promised to set upa commit-
tee to assist the victims.

Places affected are
Naharati community, Abaji

li Central ward metropolis and
Agyana. No lifewas Kit, but
three persons' sustained se-
rious injuries as a result of
the incident.

etim

to p ace—empBls on pri-

ority areas in the overall
development of the FCT.

“The new procedure
seeks to achieve priority
spending, impact directly
and positively on the resi-
dents and strict compli-
ance with fiscal disci-
pline,” Aduda said, adding
that the procedure was
meant to treat all residents
ofthe FCT equally.

He said the FCT com-
mittee, as one of the most
important committees of
the House, has discharged
its duties with utmost com-
mitment and dedication,
and that the committee has
passed four bills on the
same day oa the floor o fthe

The committee has also
been monitoring the FCT
budget performance and

lementation

has intervened severally in
the issue of compensation
to displaced indigenes. He
said also that the commit-
tee is committed to leader-
ship by good examples,
because members of the
committee are honourable
man and women “most of
whom are seasoned bureau-
crats accomplished in their
various endeavours”.

gurates

task force fake
drugs

he FCT authorities
T have called on all deal
®rs in counterfeit and
unwholesome processed
foods to desist from such il-
legal activities as the law will
soon catch up with them.

The executive secretary
for Health and Human Ser-
vices, Hajiya Amina Bala
Zakari, disclosed this while
inaugurating the FCTs task
force on counterfeitand fake
drugs and unwholesome
processed foods.

Hajiya Zakari, who was
represented by the deputy di-
rector (Pharmacy), Mrs Nana
A. Mahmoud, said the estab-
lishment o fthe task force was
necessitated by the alarming
increase inthe numbero f per-
sons involved in the food
and drug administration busi-
ness as fast means o f making
money. Shecalledon the FCT
residents to cooperate with
the task force by providing
information on illegal outlets
and people suspected to be
dealing in counterfeit drags,

=W A R N

Bear Investors/Clients.”

Nm*-loan, Property &
[_ ~jtvinmijient Editor
while reiterating the impor-
tance of purchasing drugs
from registered pharmacists
and potent medicine dealers

The executive secretary
added that the task force is
empowered by Dcoee 25 of
1999to, among others, enter
into any premises that is not
dully licensed or registered
for the sale of such medi-
cines. Itis also authorised to
control and regulate the sale
ofdrugs in the FCT.

Speaking on behalf of
other members, the secretary
ofthe task force and head of
Pharmaceutical Inspectorate
Branch, Pharm (Mrs) M. A.
Kazzah, thanked the execu-
tive secretary forgiving them
the opportunity to serve,
adding that they would dis-
charge their duties without
fear or favour.

The seven-member task
force has Pharm. (Mrs.)
Nana A. Mohamoud as the
chairman.

IN G

Be wise, do not aBotv your self to be cfcated. Pay directly in our
offices tn Lagos, Abcja, Kano, Kaduna, PH, Enugu and Bauchi or

by crossed cheque or bank drafts.
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CT to export scrap metals

T he Federal Capital
Territory
administration has

concluded arrangements to

harvest scrap metals spread
all over the territory and
prepare it for export. The
administration has therefore
made arrangements to procure
an auto pound, which is to be
used to crush abandoned
metal scraps in the territory.

The special assistant,

Social Sector to the FCT

minister, HajiyaAmina Salihu,

who stated this at a KEKE-

NAPEP stakeholders’

dialogue held in Abuja, said

that the auto pound is part of
ethe FCT administration’s
economic empowerment
programme.

Hajiya Amina, who also
presented a draft document

;on the FCT Economic

*

By Nasir Imam, Property
& Environment Editor

Empowerment
Development Strategy
(FEEDS), said that the
minister has also approved
the purchase of 102 Piaggio
tricycles (otherwise known
as KEKE-NAPEP) from
Messrs. Autobatyi through
NAPEPfortheFCT.

She said that the
tricycles, which cost N200,
000 each, would be given
to cooperative societies
which will nominate a pool
of trainees to run and
manage each tricycle which
would be given to 102
youth.

Hajiya Salihu said that
the 102 tricycles would be
given to groups, rather
than individuals as this

flla fiin d ra

BOLERO Pick Ups

Just What You Need
When All You Want
Is A Pick-Up
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FCDA awards N939m
survey contract

would engender increased
accountability.

The special adviser also
said that the youth, who will be
trained, would be drawn from
the communities through a
multi-stakeholders’ dialogue,
and would serve as drivers,
mechanics and maintenance
workers, to support the KEKE
project.

Beneficiaries, she said,
would pay directly to Aso
Savings and Loans Ltd at fair
and realistic rates within atime
frame of 1to 2 years, with no
interest on repayment.

Hajiya Amina added that
spare parts for the KEKE-
NAPEP are being fabricated
locally, and that some of the 24
youth who will be trained as
mechanics by Autobahn will
also provide services to the
KEKE-NAPEB beneficiaries.

F ederal Capital
Development
Authority (FCDA)

chairman, Nasir el-Rufai, has
awarded a N939 million
geographic survey contract to

Messrs JB Construction.

Company.

Geographic surveys are
usually conducted to secure
accurate information of a

el-Rufai, FCT Minister

Tuesday,

given land mass, for the
purpose of its physical,
structural and other
developments.

Speaking at the contract
signing in Abuja, el-Rufai said
that the exercise, which was
the second of its kind, would
last for 30 months.

He said that the first
geographic survey contract,
awarded on pilot basis at the
cost of N250 million to the
same company, provided
aerial pictures and details on
the land mass in phase one of
the FCT.

An investigation by the
News Agency of Nigeria
(NAN) at the FCDA showed
that the geographic survey
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The Mahindra Bolero Is all power and all out action.
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JComex
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details provided by the first
exercise was responsible for
the setting up of the Abuja
Geographic Information
Systems (AGIS) five months
ago.

AGIS was scheduled with
the responsibility of re-
issuing about 30,000
certificates of occupancy
issued in the last 25 years by
the now defunct FCT
ministry.

The investigation further
indicated that when the
second geographic survey is
ready, certificates of
occupancy issued by the six
area councils in the FCT
would hgve to be re-certified
by AGIS.
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Jlgawa swears-in 6 magistrates

s part of efforts to en

hance access to jus

lice in Jigawa, six ad-
ditional magistrates have
been sworn in.

The News Agency’o f Ni-
geria (NAN) reports that 56
lower shariah courts and 18
magistrates’ courts have been
established across the state
in the last two years.

The state Chief Judge,
Justice Hjjani Abubakar, who
swore in the magistrates, said
the measure was to ensure
prompt and sound adminis-
tration ofjustice. ' Y

Government, he said, at-
tached priority to an improve-
ment in the judicial process
ajjd the demystification of
the workings o fthe judiciary
to makejustice affordable and
accessible to all.

Abubakar noted that the
appointment of two women
magistrates was in line with
government’s intention “to
empower mothers and protect
children’s rights”.

He added that the state
government, with assistance
from the British Department
for International Develop-

ment, had rehabilitated court-
rooms and provided training
forjudicial staff.

The appointment of the
two magistrates had brought
the total number of women
magistrates to three in the
state, he noted.

Those appointed in-
cluded Malam Muhammad
Kaugama, Malam Nurudeen
Shehu, Malam Muhammad
Usman and Malam Usman
Lamin. Others were Hajiya
Batula Dauda, Hajiya Sa’ade
Habib and Hajiya Amina
Dahiru.

Emir ofKano, Alhaji Ado Bayero and ATM's chairman inspecting a newly built Mosque

for workers in thefactory.

INEPA zonal manager, AOt. Ishaq Us.

jKano... recently.

Vi
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Van Kura Roundabout converted to open-air toiletfor kids. Would the rehabilitation work

launching NEPA'S Rapid Response Vehiclesin

on roundabouts in Kano begin here before the raifiygeason? Pix. Musa Kazaure

THE FEDERAL CAPITAL
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY ABUJA
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
BOARD (AEPB)

Block 2, Ogun Street/Moshood Abiola Road, Area 2, Section 2, Abuja,
Nigeria. TA: (09) 2342485, Fax: (09) 2343516

INVITATION FOR EXPRESSIONS OF
INTEREST FOR AEPB WASTE
COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL SERVICES

The AEPB invites Registered Waste Collectors to submit
expressions of interestas Solid Waste Collectors in designated
parts of the FCT.
Shortlisted Companies will be asked to tender for Waste
Collection Services in the following areas of the Federal
Capital City:
Kubwa Main and Kubwa Village
. Nyanya
Karu
Dutse
. Neighbourhood Shopping Centers and Markets in
Areas 1,2 and 7
. Wuse Market, Utako Market and Garki Model
Market
. Residential Estates in Lugbe, Jabi and Gwarinpa

Qualification
To be eligible, interested concessionaires must present along
with their submission the following:

Company profile;

Memorandum and Articles of association;

Evidence of Solid Waste Disposal Services of

similar scale and type carried out in recent past;
Certificate of wastp f>1Wtnr ~
Abuja Environmental Protection Board (AEPB);

Proofoffinancial capability/Bank statementof #  m1s$

ls MM it f
account sfM foor o b0t -l 1 Py ddonuibint- tl—Q
L|S|bfeqU|pments -avavlableforimmediate mspectlon

o (jrfjj ifjfjtfi-noa 11010 00 RN
-
Submission Keauirements N

»Each interested firm is expected to pay a non-refundable
fee0fN200,000.00 (Two Hundred Thousand Naira only) in
bank draft in favour of Abuja Environmental Protection
Board, which must be submitted with the proposal before it«
can be evaluated.

eSubmissions must be in sealed envelopes marked clearly
“TENDER FOR SOLID WASTE COLLECTION
SERVICES IN THE FCT FOR....” and delivered to the
address below, no later than 5.00 p.m. Wednesday 27t of
April, 2005:

PPP UNIT

MINISTER’S OFFICE,

MINISTER’S BLOCK, KAPITAL ROAD,

AREA 11, GARKI, ABUJA. Attention: MOHAMMED
ALIYU
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he Lagos gt,atg
government has
declared total war

against National Sports
Lottery Limited, (NSL)
operators of Lotto Nigeria
from operating within the
MNagos territory for lack of
valid license in the country.
The State commissioner
for Finance, Dr. Ismaila
Adebayo Adewusi, who
;addressed newsmen at the
jweekend, insisted that the
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GOOD SHEPARD ORPHANAOF
Keyamo files exparte motion

agos lawyer, Festus
Keyamo, has filed a
motion ex-parte in the
Ikeja High Court calling fora
declaration that the arrest
and the continued detention
of Pastor (Mrs.) Gift John,
the proprietress of Good
Shepard Orphanage, for
alleged child trafficking is
unconstitutional, illegal null
and void as it violates her
fundamental rights.

Keyamo is also seeking
for a mandatory order,
compelling the respondents,
their officers, agents,
servants or otherwise
however to forthwith release
his client from the said awful
detention.

He also seeklng an order

L

bans NSL operatlons

cempgny NSL has e legal

framework to back its
operation in the state, as the
federal government is yet to
ascentto the law establishing
it.

Adewusi who said the
state had obtained court
injunction restraining NSL
from operating in the state,
pointed out that there was no
law backing its operation in
the country.

According to him, the

.places embargo
~on employment

ith the workforce
ofover47,000 and
a wage bill of
about N1.8 billion, the Lagos
State government has placed
embargo on recruitment into
the civil service until there is
improvement inits allocation.

The Lagos State head of
service, Mr. Sunday Ajose,
who disclosed this to
newsmen on Thursday in his
office, said the state is
financially down at the
moment, which was
aggravated by the seized local
government funds since last
year by the federal
government.

The internally generated
revenue of the state is
presently about N3 billion and
with a new revenue drive of
about N10 billion before the
end ofthe year 2007; the state
would then be able to meetall
ts demands.

The directive to place
embargo on employment
according to the head of
service was from the state
governor, Bola Tinubu, to the
effect that no new names
should be included in the pay

roll of the state until a buoyant
economy is achieved to
accommodate such.

But the governor has
approved the appointment of
300 civil servants who
hitherto were said to have
been working with the state
without passing through the
approved procedure.

Ajose said the state
government decided to take
the burden in spite of the lean
purse of the state in order to
give hope to those concerned.

According to him, rather
than reliving the workers of
their jobs, government
decided to absorb them by
regularising theiremployment
because they were,not at fjiult
and has been useful to the
state.

He also spoke of plans by
the state government to fully
embrace e-governance to
eliminate  total paper
documentation.

“If I have my way, by the
end August | want us to
eliminate the use of
typewriters in offices within
the secretariat, everybody
must be able to use PC”.

National Assembly has
passed a bill establishing the
company, which the president
has since refused to ascent
to and had since been
returned to the National
Assembly.

His words; “Lagos State
government late last year
licensed another company to
operate Lotto business in the
state, Orion Technologies
Limited, which is expected to
start operations in the state
as from April.

“Thereafter, federal
government made attempts to
submit to the National
Assembly National Lottery
Law. The president has
refused to ascent the bill after
the National Assembly
passed it.

“Right now there is no
legal framework to back the
operationso fNSL inNigeria,”
he declared.

According the
commissioner, NSL
operations in Lagos are
illegal, adding that already
steps have been taken to

to

BRARIEL Ut injunction, whicfy
the court has since granted
the state.

“The position of Lagos
State Government isthat NSL
has no license to operate in
Lagos. The court has stopped
it from operating in the

By Olumide Bajuliaye,
| Correspondent (Lagos) \

restraining the plaintiffs
from further arresting or
detaining the defendant on
the facts leading to this
application as well as an
order compelling them to
charge the embattled woman
to a competent court,
pending the hearing and
determination ofthe motion
on notice.

Joined in the suit are the
commissioner of police,
Lagos State and the
attorney general of Lagos,
Professor Oshibajo.

Meanwhile in a press
statement made available at
the weekend to newsmen,

Baidele diselesed that a

territory. Until that injunction
is discharged the company
stands suspended from
doing any business in Lagos
including, canvassing for
sales, franchising whatever it
is, the company is stopped by
the court right now in La@os

team of lawyers and officials
from the state social welfare
department had visited the
state criminal investigation
department last Wednesday
to hand over additional
pieces of evidence which
were recovered from the
orphanage to the police.

He said that contrary to
newspaper reports, no
investigative policemen were
turned back from doing their
work and that the police
quizzed no official of the
ministry.

He assured that the
alleged illicit activities of
Good Shepherd Orphanage
proprietress and  her
collaborators would not be
swept under the carpet just
Iik@the gase 6fClifford Oriji.

IN 1tS terrltory

He disclosed that the
department in charge of
pools, lottery among others
in the Board of Internal
Re v'enue has been ordered to

go round the state and
confiscate all materials
bHtershgtioNSL.

Task force charges two
with contempt

Iwo officers ofl\/fagodo

laza, one John Chike,

2 and Hosea Umar, 51

have been arraigned for

contempt of court by the

mobile court of the Lagos
State Task Force.

The two accused persons
were alleged to have
conspired to break the
premises o f the Plaza thatwas
sealed off by the state
government last Monday on
the orders of a Lagos High
Court

The legal department of
Lagos Board of Internal

Revenue had last Monday
sealed offthe premises on the
ground that the owner, one
Dr. Fatai Animashun, has a
tax liability of over N25
million.

Magistrate Francis
Adeniyi  Olusanmokun
ordered the accused to be
remanded in prison custody
without any option o f bail.

Five companies were last
Monday sealed of by the
state government, of which
Magodo Plaza was one of
them, and the only company
thatviolated the seal ofForder.

Private schools proliferation worries LASG

2gos S government
is worried about the
L >roliferation o fprivate
schools in the state and
complained that if the trend
were not checked, it would
pose a greater danger to
educational development in
the state in particular and the
country in general.
Similarly, the government
isworried about infiltration of
schools by miscreants which
has led to high degree of
truancy and hooliganism not
only among students of
tertiary institutions in the
state but including
secondary and primary
schools.

Brofessor Kunle Lawal,
the state commissioner for
Education made the fear
known yesterday during a
press briefing at Alausa in
commemoration of the
second year of the second
term of Tinubu’s
administration.

According to Lawal, the
level ofdecay in the education
system in  Lagos is
unbelievable to the extent that
in the last couple of weeks,
40 students have been
suspended for hooliganism.

He however urged
parents to take good care of
their words and monitor the
kind of company they keep

either at school or while at
home.

Giving details on
proliferation ofschools, Prof.
Lawal hinted that teachers
being used at most private
schools are not qualified. He
said many proprietors and
proprietress of these schools
were out to exploit
unsuspecting parents.

“It was a known fact that
most of these schools were
being run at an unconducive
environment. The teachers
there are mostly school drop-
outs and the buildings at
times are a shame to our

educational system,” the |

commissioner noted.

Speaking shortly afterthe
arrest of the two accused,
legal adviser to the revenue
board, Mrs Mojisoluwa
Olukolu said the act was
illegal and <"j,h those found
guilty would not go
unpunished.

Meanwhile following die
action of the board, the
Fvdera. Inland Revenae
Servioe, Lagos office lias
gone after aM the companies
sealed offby the Lagos State
government

Investigations by oar
correspondent revealed that
officials of FIR hid last week
upa hearing that these
com js\ re been sealed
off wntto diem to look at
their papers to know whether
they are owing the federal
government. *

A- official of (he FIRwho
spoke with <nircorrespondent
said since the companies are
liable to tax at the stat level,
no doubt they will be liable to
VAT and other taxes from
federal government.

Mr. Tunde Eniolorun
and Tony U’ nai from
investigation department of
FIR disclosed that they are
orly on investigation mission
to ascertain wheth these
companies are liable to tax,
adding that after looking at
their papers and they found
them guilty they would take
all the necessary action
against them.

—_——
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Warring communities
want judicial enquiry

he fourwarring com
C munities in the
Joinkarama crisis in
| Rivers state havejointly called
on the Rivers state government.
|to setup ajudicial commission
lof inquiry into the crisis that
erupted in the area, which has
lallegedly claimed six lives.
Although the immediate
Icause ofthe crisis has not been
|ascertained, Daily Trust leant
|that the affected communities
have lost patience with the
Istate’s delay in intervening,
and took to arms.
Information Commis.-sioner
iMagnus Abe said itwas wrong
for anybody to attack his
C”rother over the crisis, and

-From lkenna Emeka Okpani,
! Bureau Chief, (Port Harcourt) \

disclosed that the police had
already moved in to quell the
situation.

The four communities of
Joinkarama: Ususu, Isua,
Odawu and Edagberi, were
asking for the judicial
commission ofinquiry b cease
hostilities and pursue the part
of peace. In a six-point
communique issued at the end
of a meeting of the
representatives  of  the
communities at Delta Hotels,
Port Harcourt, they asked the
police in the state to provide
round the clock patrol in the

area to forestall further
outbreak of violence in the
communities.

On the alleged involve-
ment of Shell Petroleum
Development Company inthe
crisis, the communique asked
the “Rivers state government
to investigate the role of the
company since there are
widespread accusations of its
involvement”.

The communique was
signed by Messrs Kingdom
Odoya for Joinkarama 1;
Fidelis Allen for Joinkaramalll;
OA. EmelisforJoin-karama B+
and Raymond Joinkarama V.

ihe National
Population

Commission (NPC) has
been advised to provide
adequate satellite imaging
equipment to ensure a
successful population -and
housing census in the country.
The deputy governor of Cross
River State, Elder Walter Ineji,
gave the advice in Calabar
recently atthe opening ofatwo-
day retreatforthe NPC officials
asabuild-up to the forthcoming
census in the country. He added
that adequate arrangements
haveto be done to ensure atotal
success.

Elder Ineji used the
occasionto call on international
organisations, such as the
Department for International
Development (DFID), which
according to him, has always

Page 32

NPC urged to provide satellite
equipment for census

From Bassey lIta,
Correspdndent (Calabar)

been interested in the sound-
political growtjjofthe country,
to assist Nigeria in establishing
‘satellite villages’ for accurate
success.

The deputy governor
however pledged the readiness
ofthe state government toward
ensuring a successful population
and housing census, and
charged the people of the state
to take the exercise seriously.

In an address at the
occasion, the chairman of the
National Population
Commission, Chief Samu’ila

Police warn against firearms possession

he police in Odukpani
and Itu local govern
ment areas of Cross
River and Akwa Ibom states
respectively have warned
that anyone caught with fire
|arms along the Calabar-Itu
River will be arrested and
Iprosecuted according to the
law.

Giving the warning
against the backdrop of the
recent peace initiative

T

. Ogun police

ive armed-robbery
suspects were shot
dead during a gun
duel with the men of the
10gun State police command
| at Sango Otta.
The robbery suspects,
|numbering 7, had broken
linto Oxbond Aluminum
ICompany at Sango Otta, in
jthe early hours of Sunday
iwhere they were confronted
jby the police who had been
laying siege at the premises
lofthe company following a
tip-off.
The Ogun Sate police
:commissioner, Mr. Tunji
i Ahprin, disclosed that their
informer was given N30,000
to join the robbery

From®assey Ita

j Correspondent (Calabar)

organised jointly by the fed-
eral government and the two
local government areas to nip
in the bud the protracted
boundary and communal
clashes between boarder
communities ofthe local gov-
ernment areas, the divisional
police commands in the two
council areas warned thatno-

body should be seen along
the river with firearms or be
involved in acts of piracy in
the river.

The Itu divisional police
officer, Mr. Godswill Adam,
who bared the mind of the
state’s police command in
Akwa Ibom, said that al-
though the warring, commu-
nities of Oku Iboku and Ikot
Offion have come to terms
with each other, the police

will continue to sail the river
to check intimidation by pi-
rates from any ofthe warring
factions.

According to him, the
move is to ensure that peace
is achieved and all cases of
threats against peaceful co-
existence of the two
neighbouring communities
were fully arrested before the
police withdraw from the
river.

kill five armed robbers at Sango Otta

From Kavode Ajibola
Correspondent (Abeokuta) i

operation, but rather, he
informed the area command
office of the police at Sango
Otta which mounted
surveillance on the
company for about a week
and a half.

‘On the D-day, they came
as we were informed, which
we nev*r thought they
would. Butwhen they came,
they came into the waiting
hands of our men who then
opened fire on them. They
realised that they have
entered a security trap set
up by hard working and
dedicated members of the

police.

‘It was during the
exchange of fire with our
men that five ofthem fell to
the superior powers of the
command, while two of
them escaped; but we have-
identified them and our men
are on their trail,” the police
boss said.

In a related
development, two robbery
suspects were arrested
along Lagos-lbadan
expressway by the
command. The suspects,
Sule Majuma, who is now
dead, and two others,
Mohammed Ali, 25; and Ali
Juma, 45, had earlier posed
as accident victims at

Dalemo area of Sango Otta
where an unsuspecting
police man had offered to
assist them.

According to the
commissioner, the 3-man
armed gang claimed to be
returning from a party
during which they had an
accident, but on a closer
examination, the police man
discovered guns, charms,
money, cell phones,
jewelries and  other
dangerous weapons on
them. Some money was also
recovered from them.

Mr. Ahprin has warned
robbers in the state to pack
out of the state, saying that
Ogun State will not tolerate
them.

Governor Danjuma Goje of Gombe State (r) receiving the report ofthe 8-man Committee on Gombe Metropolitanflood

\disaster in Gombe... recentb

The DPO of Odukpani
police division, Mr. Sampson
Evbota on his part, assured
that he will continue to keep
vigilance over the river and
the Cross River territory of
the bridge head to check
against all acts inimical to the
peaceful coexistence of the
two communities.

Mr. Evbota further stated
that ‘now that the former war-
lords have resorted to peace,

it behooves on them to lay
| down their arms completely
| and embrace peace’. The po-
I'lice boss, who stressed that
Ithe Cross River state police
I command was particularly ap-
| preciative ofthe peace effort
; by the two communities,
I'however warned the youths
'to desist from rumour mon-
| gering which he noted was
| the bane ofpeaceful coexist-
jence of any entity.

Danko Makama, called for |
support of the government
people of the state to ensure
successful and hitch-free census, |
saying that the state government
‘stands out as principal partners"!
in the success of the exercise.

ChiefMakamahintedthatthe !
commission was at the third
phase ofthe build-up activity for
the censuswith the Enumeration j
AreaDemarcation (EAD), which |
involvesthe division ofthe entire
land area of the country into j
smaller enumeration areas that
could be conveniently covered
by a pair of enumerators within
the stipulated census period.

The NPC further disclosed
that so far, about 730 local
governmentareas ofthe country
have been covered in the EAD,
adding that the retreat was to
further cement existing
relationship among the staff of
the commission.

He charged the
commission’s staff to prove
themselves honourably by
exhibiting transparency and
honesty as they were appointed
based on their good track
records.

The chairman  also
appreciated the staff for the
progress so far recorded in
implementingthe mandate given
them, and remarked that the
exercise will be completed by
November this year, despite the

enormous responsibilities
involved.
Makama expressed

appreciation to Governor Duke
for his developmental strides in
the state, even as he assured that
his commission was determined
to conduct an accurate, reliable
and acceptable housing and
headcounts.

FG lifts Embargo
on NYSC posting
to private sector

he federal
T government has
approved the lifting
of the embargo on the
posting of corps members
to the private sector in
recognition of the strategic
role the sector plays as the
engine room for
galvanising the potentials
of economic growth and
national development.
President Olusegun
Obasanjo made this
declaration on Monday
while swearing in the 2005
batch ‘A’ corps members.
IHe said the scheme was
designed to serve as a
| medium for national unity
and integration, adding
that it ensures even %prea”
of the much needed
Iprofessional manpower
Ithroughout the country
through the mobilisation
land deployment of young
graduates to states other
than their states of origin.
W hile lauding the
| achievement of past corps

By Ebenezer John Buoro
(Intern)

members, the president
said “the contribution of
your predecessors toj
‘Operation Roll Backj
M alaria’ and the fight!
against the spread of HIV j
and AIDs, and other
national development”?
programmes has created j
indelible marks in the;
annals of our development i
efforts.”

He enjoined the corps
members to join hands with
the present administration
in pushing the frontiers of!
community and national \
development through
active participation in the
ongoing political reform
discourse, fight against
economic crimes, drug
trafficking, human and i
child-trafficking, mass and
adult literacy programmes,
community health and j
service deliveries.
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JAlhajiAminuDantata briefing the State Housejournalists during the courtesyvi~tothesSH ou”
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T he  Ogun state
government has
promised to construct

la good network of roads in

the state this year. The state's

Icommissioner for works,

Honourable Waliu Taiwo,

Isaid that his ministry has

Isucceeded in reducing the

Icost of road contracts.

Making this declaration over

|[the weekend in Abeokuta,

Ogun state capital,’while

jaddressing newsmen on the
lactivities o fhis ministry in the
» last one year, he said that the
10gun state government was
jresolved to construct roads
to improve the social well-
being of the people and
| attract viable investors to the

Istate.

He said in the last one and
half years of the Otunba
Gbenga Daniel-led adminis-
tration, many roads have
been constructed and comp-
leted while some are at the
edge of completion. Hon.
Taiwo added that apart from
the completed projects, his

Jega title
holder
dies

From Kabir Dogon Daji,
Reporter (Birnin-Kebbi)

T he 92-year-old Sarkin
Kabin Jega of Kebbi
state and a one-time

senator in the Second

iRepublic,-Alhaji Haruna

Rasheed Il, has died, in his

residence in Jega after a

|protracted illness. The death
occurred on Sunday, and

Alhaji was buried on Monday

in Jega according to Islamic

jrites. He is survived by four

wives, 60 children and 160

|grand-children.

The Kebbi state governor,
Alhaji Muhammadu Adamu
Aliero, who paid the bereaved
Ifamily a condolence visit,
described the death as an
irreparable loss and prayed
Allah to grant the deceased
|eternal life, and the family the
| fortitude to bear the loss.

People from all walks o flife
have been trooping to Jega

» From Kayode Ajibola,
Correspondent (Abeokuta)

ministry has a number of on-
going road projects in all the
three senatorial districts of
the state which are being
handled by contractors.
Some of the ‘trunk A roads,’
which are actually the
responsibility of the federal
government, have been
handled by the state
government. Hon. Taiwo
believed that the construction
of roads as well as the
rehabilitation ofbad roads in
the state would boost the
state’s economic growth.
While giving account of
money spent on road projects
in the state, Hon. Taiwo said
that N393.4 million was
expended on the Imeko-llara
road, Abiola Way-Sam Ewang
Estate-l1di-Aba road, and the
Olabisi Onabanjo University

A rrangements are on
the top gear for the
successful hosting

of this year’s Argungu

International Fishing and

Cultural Festival by the

Kebbi state government,

which is scheduled to take

place on March 17-19, Daily

Trust findings showed that

places like the fishing

village, the Kabanchi
display site, the cultural
arena, and the fishing site
at Matan Fada have been

renovated and now wear a

new look. Similarly, the

\

Nasarawa State Governor, Abdullahi Adamu (centre) Wednesday.  Pix: Joe Oroyé

road. He disclosed that the
state government has
approved a sum of N378.9
million for the Itori-lgbogila,
Owode-Ofada-Mowe, Mowe
township, and ljoko-Oko, Aro-
Ojodu roads, adding that
bilateral relations bet-ween
Ogun state government and
the federal government has
reached an advanced stage in
respect of the completion of
Isaga-Orile section of the
Badagry-Sokoto road by the
ministry through direct labour.
While explaining that
Otunba-Daniel adminis-
tration has succeeded in
reducing the cost ofawarding
road contracts through the use
of direct labour, Hon. Taiwo
declared that the on-going
dualisation of Sagamu-Sun-
Abeokuta road only cost the
state N1.9 billion as against
N3billion which some
contractors demanded.

From Kablr Dogon Oajl, |
Correspondent (Birnin-Kebbi)

emirs’ palace and major
streets in Argungu have
been given a face-lifts to
increase their lustre.

Daily Trust further
observed that barely two
days to the festival,
Argungu town, situated in
the eastern part of the state,
has witnessed an increase
in the number of people
trooping in for business.
The road linking the
metropolis to the agricultural
show ground is full ofshops
and other business stands.
One of the businessmen,
Alhaji Adamu who came all
the way from Kano for the
grand occasion as he has
done in previous years,
admitted to Daily Trust that
he was there to make brisk
business.

Daily Trust learnt that the
state government has
completed arrangements in
the areas of security,
logistics, and accommo-
dation, as well as completed

INNA LILLAHIWA INNA
ILAIHIR RAJI'UN

OURDEARALHAJI

Late Amb, Muhammadu Ambursa, oon
Sarkirt-Yakin Kabi

Grief cannot take away the happiness we
shared for years.
Our sorrow will fade in time,
but our love for you remains forever.

In your quite, unassuming ways,
you touched the lives of many.

So not a day has gone by that we do not
recall your words and counsel.

May Almighty Allah (S.W.T.) continue to
shower you with His mercy and grant you
generous soul eternal rest in
Al-Janna Firdausi. Ameen.

Our immense gratitude goes tojill numerous
friends, in-laws and relations who stood by
and supported us.

Mai Muhammad Nasir Ambursa, FCAlyMNIM
For thefamily



RMRDC set to boost
Kilishi production

T he Raw M aterials

Research and

Development Council
i(RMRDC) is setto improve the
production ofkilishi, a locally
prepared dried meat delicacy.
Accordingly, RMRDC is to
organise atraining programme
and an investors forum in
collaboration with the
Universities of Benin and
W ilberforce in the U.S. to
popularise a new technology
Ifor kilishi production. A
;statement issued at the
|weekend in Abuja and made
available to the News Agency
;of Nigeria (NAN) disclosed

— Chat the forum would enable
the RMRDC and the two
universities to promote the
adoption of the new
technology and encourage the
exportation of packaged
kilishi.

The statement announced
that a training workshop
would take place on Monday,
March 14at RMRDC’s audit-

orium in Abuja, while the
investors’ forum is sche-
duled for Tuesday, March 15
at tfce same venue. It noted
that the events would featu-
re the minister ofscience and
technology, Prof! Turner
Isoun, as the Chief Host,
while the chairman of senate
committee on science and
technology, Prof* lya
Abubakar, would be the
guest of honour.

Kilishi is a delicacy ofthe
Hausas, which is now
relished by other Nigerians
and foreigners. It is made
from choice cut beef and
selected plant seasonings
and contains no artificial
flavour or colours. NAN
learnt that the improved
kilishi, otherwise known as
‘dried processed lean beef,’
contains 510 calories and 67
kg of protein per serving of
125g and is manufactured in
a most hygienic enviro-
nment.

Gov Daniel empowers
traders with N20m

- h.e Ogun state
I governor, Otunba

?Jenga Daniel, has
| approveda sum o fN20 million
jas micro-credit for market men
and women in the state. This
was disclosed by the
commissioner for women
affairs, social welfare and
community development,
chief (Mrs.) Mary Ogunjobi,
during a press briefing last
weekend in Abeokuta. She
said that the state government
also donated over N2 million
as quarterly subventions for
the children’s home in the
state capital. Mrs. Ogunjobi
explained that the Ogun State
Agricultural Credit Agency
(OSACA) has designed soft
loans for beneficiaries in the
local government areas in
such a way that the loans

From Kayode Ajibola,
Stringer (Abeokuta)

could be paid back with
ease.

Mrs. Ogunjobi disclosed
that her ministry has
achieved a lot in the last one
and halfyears. She said that
though the ministry was
social in nature, it still
generated N817.580.00 last
year. The ministry’s revenue
target for 2005 is N 1 million.
She disclosed that 16 o f the
children dt the Abandoned
Babies’ and Motherless
Children’s Home were
adopted by suitable parents.
According to her the home
catered for 33 children, 16 of
whom were adopted by
suitable parents. There are
currently 17 children in the
home.

1S
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Sokoto State governor, Alhaji Attahiru Bafarawa (right) in handshake with member House of Representative, Hon. Hamisu Gambo during a

function in Katsina...recently.

Obasanjo in Geneva for
global digital solidarity fund

resident Olusegun
Obasanjo arrived in
Geneva, Switzerland

yesterday for the
inauguration of the Global
Digital Solidarity Fund
(GDSF). He was received at
the airport by officials ofthe
Nigerian mission in
Switzerland, the country’s
UN Geneva office
representative, and the
minister of communications,
Chief Cornelius Adebayo.
The inauguration ceremony
of the GDSF is to be jointly
chaired by the president of

Senegal, Mr Abdoulaye
Wade, and the GDSF
president, Guy-Oliver

Segond. Other dignitaries at
the occasion will include the
foreign ministers of the host
country, Switzerland, and
neighbouring France, the
chairman of the AU

Kaduna govt braces up
to fight measles, CSM

he Kaduna state
government is
collaborating with the

mm

:Governor Makarfi

World Health Organisation
(WHO), the United Nations
International Children’s
Emergency Fund (UNICEF),
and the National
Programme on
Immunisation to fight the
current outbreak of measles
and ' cerebro-spinal
meningitis (CSM). The state
commissioner for health,
Mrs. Mary Dzingina, who
made this known in Zaria,
said that there have been
sporadic cases of the two
ailments in parts ofthe state.
She however explained that
such cases were expected at
this period ofthe year. ‘The

supply of vaccines and
other preventive measures
have already been put in
place in the affected
communities,” Dzingina
added. She advised the
people to avoid over-
crowding and ensure
adequate ventilation by
opening of windows while
they sleep.

‘Communities should
always make sure that
people with complaints of
fever, headache, stiffness of
the neck, vomiting by
children under 5, as well as
rashes, cough and diarrhea
are taken to the nearest
health centre,” she stressed.

Commission, Alpha Omar-
Konare, the secretary-
general of the International
Telecommunications Union,
Mr Yoshio Utsumi, the first
lady of the Dominican
Republic, and the Geneva city
councillor, Mr Christian
Ferrazino. The GDSF was
initiated to develop
telecom munications
infrastructure worldwide,
particularly in the third world
countries of Africa and the
Caribbean where the sector

is not yet fully developed.
President Obasanjo, the
currently chairman of AU,
was specially invited to
attend the inauguration and
will issue a statement on the
state of telecommunications
in Nigeria and the continent
at large.

The News Agency of
Nigeria (NAN) reports that
President Obasanjo will
proceed to London later
today to participate in
activities of the
Commonwealth, ofwhich he

is also the current chairman.
While in London, he will
receive the baton of the next
Commonwealth games, meet
with the secretary-general,
Don Mckinnon, and also visit
the Royal Commonwealth
Office. He will leave London
for Germany for a two-day
state visit during which he
will hold consultations with
the German Chancellor,
Gerhard Schroeder.
President Obasanjo will
return to Nigeria on Friday.

Two lawmakers apologise for unruly behaviour

iwo members of the

Anambra state House

of Assembly who
quarrelled on the floor ofthe
House last month have
apologised for their behav-
iour. The members, Mr Chuba
Oranusi; representing Idemili
South constituency, and Mr
Frank Igboka; representing
Njikoka constituency 11,
quarrelled over the use of a
microphone in the House.
They separately told the
News Agency of Nigeria
(NAN) in Awka at the
weekend that their misdeed,

which occurred during the
passage of the state’s 2005
Appropriation Bill, was most
regrettable.

Mr. Oranusi told NAN
that he apologised because
he allowed his emotions to
overpower him on that day,
‘and this put a great dent on
my image and integrity.’ “That
definitely was a minus for the
great heights which the
House has attained and |
realised that | was part of
those who moved the House
to such great heights,” he
added. The legislator also

apologised to the people of
Anambra state who might
have been embarrassed or
disappointed by his action,
saying ‘1 have given my
word to the House that | will
never be involved in such an
act again.’

On his part, Mr. Ighoka
said he apologised to the
House because there was
great need to ensure peace
and oneness among members
in order to ‘thwart any
attempt by opponents of tlje
state to capitalise on the
quarrel to disorganise us.’

FG saves N137bn through due process

le federal government

T has saved about N137
X billion through the
implementation of due
process. The senior special
assistant to President
Obasanjo on budget matters,
Mrs. Oby Ezekwesili, gave
the figures at a three-day
South/West Legislative
Conference at the weekend in
Akure, Ondo state.
Disclosing that as much as
N7 billion was saved from a

single inflated contract, she
appealed to the conference
organiser, the Ondo state
House of Assembly, to
encourage the state's
executive arm to embrace due
process in order to ensure the
judicious use of resources.
Commenting on the
consequence of corruption,
Mrs. Ezekwesili said:
‘Corruption is not just a
domestic or global problem,
but the greatest albatross

impeding our nation’s
development.’
In his address, the

speaker of the Ondo state
House of Assembly, Mr
Victor Olabimtan, said that the
legislature was an institution
>that determines the viability
ofademocratic government.
‘“To nurture our democracy,
we must focus on the
improvement ofthe quality of
our services to our
constituents,” he said-
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NIGERIAN EXPORT PROMOTION COUNCIL

APPROVED INTERNATTONAT,

TRADE FAIRS/EXHIBITIONS
FOR YEAR 2005

This is to inform the general public that the Federal Government has approved the participation
ofNigeria in the following International Trade Fairs/Exhibitions for the year 2005 to be
coordinated by the Nigerian Export Promotion Council (NEPC).

1) FOODEX, JAPAN (for already selected companies by JETRO) - 8th - 11 March, 2005

NATIONAL MANPOWER BOARD

(National Planing Commission* The Presidency, Abuja),

2) Contact promotion programme/Buyers-Sellers Meet - April, 2005
THE STUDY OF ”VIPACT OF ECONOM'C REFORMS in Ghana, Liberia and the Gambia for Pharmaceutical products.
3) Solo Exhibition of Made-in-Nigeria Products Freetown < - May, 2005

ON GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT IN NIGERIA:

FOCUSING ON EMPLOYMENT

The National Manpower Board, a Federal
Government parastataf is pleased to announce
the conduct of the above named study.

The study is aimed at:-

* examining the pre -and post-reform impacts
on returns on investment;

* examining the manpower structure of the
privatised public enterprises before and after
privatization as welt as the manpower situation
of those earmarked for privatisation;

* assessing possible levels of downsizing of
operation and labour in the privatized
enterprises;

* identifying key reform factors including skill
requirements that must be met for better
performance and enahanced productivity; and

* assessing the impac$ of the reforms on
Government funding of the enterpnses,

The study is to cover establishments that
Have been fully privatized and those
earmarked but not yet privatised, It will
also cover GSM service providers, their
selected accredited dealers and agents,

All the affected establishments are kindly
requested to make available to the Board the
information being requested through the
enumerators that will visit them for this
purpose, piease.

Dr. Tom A. Miachi, mni
Acting Executive Secretary/Chief Executive Officer
National Manpower Board,
Plot 192, Lord Lugard Close, Off R.A.B. Dikko Road,
Off Shehu Shagarl Way, Area 11,
P.M.B, 355, Garki, Abuja
m m>3i42m,tm m , m im

Sierra-Leone
4) Zambia International Trade Fair, Ndola, Zambia (Gen Fair) m29th June - 5th July, 2005
5) Solo Exhibition ofMade-in-Nigeria Products Democratic - July, 2005 .
Republic of Congo

6) Solo Exhibition ofMade-in-Nigeria Products - August, 2005
Moscow - Russia

7) Solo Exhibition ofMade-in-Nigeria Products
Barbados, Caribbean

8) FEBAK Bamako Mali (General Fair)

9) International Exhibition for Enterprises

- Septemeber, 2005
- 10th - 25th December, 2005
Yaounde, Cameroon (General Fair) - 6th - 12th December, 2005

Interested participants should obtain application forms from the Nigerian Export Promotion
Council (NEPC) Headquarters. Abuja or any of its Zonal Offices nationwide.

It is emphasised however that intending participantr'Should note that Trade Fairs are not
solely intended for making on-the-spot sales, but rather, they provide opportunities for product
adaptation improved packing and packaging, meeting with prospective partners, generating
orders etc, Consequently, only genuine and well established companies Will be considered for
participation.

For furlher information, please contact the Director, Market Development Department at'l he
NEPC Headquarters Tel; 09-5233387 Fax: 09-5230981, 5233387 or the Zonal Controller in
any of our zonal offices shown

LAGOS PORT HARCOURT KANO ENUGU
13/15LADIPO 0LUWOLE ROAD 8THFLOOR FEDERAL SECRETARIAT IZARIA ROAD, NICON HOUSE, 2ND FLOOR
APAPA.PM.B2776, LAGOS PM.B. 5163, PORTHARCOURT. P.M.B. 3498. KANO 5/14 CATHEDRAL DRIVE INDEPENDENT
TEL/FAX 01-5872335 TEL.: 084-233826,330620 TEL: 064-664711 P.M.B 1611, ENUGU

TEL: 042.-457857.455892
Jos MINNA BENIN AKURE

14LANGTANG STREET. FIRSTFLOOR, NIGERIA STATE, 5TH FLOOR, STATE SECRETARIATBUILDING ~ ONDO STATEHOUSING CORPORATION

PM B.272910S SUPPLY COMPANY COMPLEX RM.B. 1160, BENIN CitySapeleRoad ADO-EKITI ROAD, PM B.746. AKURE
TELIFAX 073-457003, 455892 Moh'dMu'azuRoad.P.M.B. 131 MINNA TEL: 052 - 2551926 ONDO STATE.

TEL: 066-221585 Edo State TEL: 034-242249, 240236
GUSAU OWERRI YOLA

No. 13 Sokoto Road State Secretariat Complex, SIR KASHIM IBRAHIM WAY,

P.M.B.2023, JIMETA, YOLA

MAIDUGURI
Opposite Janyau Hotel Orlu Road, Owerri Sherifson Super Store.
GuSaJ, Zamfara State Tel: 087-654321

TEL: 063- 203075. 063-203071

ADAMAWASSTATE, BamaRoad.P.M.B. 1089.

TEL.: 075-62407,075-627481 Tel: 076-234712. 076-230458

Members of the OPS can also contact their Associations which will be properly briefed
Nigerian Export Promotion Council, Headquarters, Market Development Department,
Block 312 Kumba Street, Zone 2, Wuse, Abuja.

Signed
GLADYS MODUPE. SASORE (MRS)
SPECIALADVISER (EP)/CEO.



N igerians have been
urged to support
President Obasanjo’s

economic and political reform
programmes as they are aimed
at repositioning the country
on the path of prosperity and
greatness.

Former Bomo and Lagos
states military administrator,
Brig. Gen. Buba Marwa (rtd),
who made the urge in
London, also canvassed
patience and understanding
of President Obasanjo’s
policies designed to revitalise
the ailing economy assuring
that the full gains of the on-

going efforts will
manifest.

Marwa, who spoke in the
United Kingdom at an
interactive session tagged
“An evening with Dr. Buba
Marwa” organised by the
Europe Chapter of ‘Marwa
Coalition,” hailed the
president for the National
Economic empowerment and
Development Strategies
(NEEDS) initiative, which he
believes would lead the
country to economic
greatness.

While praising the NEEDS
initiative in particular, the

soon

Ekiti lawmakers condemn
attack on Gov Fayose

awmakers in Ekiti have

condemned members

of Ado-EKkiti Progre-
ssive Union (APU), the
umbrella body for Ado-EKkiti
indigenes for inciting
members ofthe public against
the PDP-led government in
the state.

Addressing a press
conference yes.terday over
the allegation made by the
APU that Governor Fayose
has completed arrangement
to relocate the state secre-
tariat from Ado-Ekiti to Afao-
Ekiti, his hometown, the
lawmakers described the
development as misleading
and capable of inciting the
public against the govern-
ment.

The chairman of the
House of Assembly commi-
ttee on information, Honou-
rable Bunmi Olugbade, who
addressed the press confe-
rence, also kicked against the
statement credited to APU
that Ekiti House of assembly
is a tamed subsidiary of the
state executive, describing it
as reckless and an abuse of
intellectual prowess.

The lawmakers also
rejected the advise ofthe APU
to repeal the law that directed
the construction of an
extension of EKkiti State
government secretariat in
Afao-EKkiti, saying it is not
only unwelcome but equally
irrelevant.

They maintained that
there was no law on ground
either dead or existing which
states that all government
structures, ministries,
parastatals and departments

Gov. Fayose

From Femi Oladipo,
Stringer (Ado-EKiti)

must be erected in the state
capital, saying government
reserves the prerogative to
site any establishment in any
part of the state.

Daily Trust

Inside Politics

Marwa canvasses support for
Obasanjareform programmes

former military administrator
described the goals as
accurate and thoughtful,
stressing that their realisation
would expand dividends of
democracy to every nook and
cranny.

“President Obasanjo is
laying a solid foundation
through these political and
economic reforms. After a
long period of decay, it will
take time for changes to
manifest but Nigerians will
soon savour the changes,”
Marwa stressed further.

In his welcome remarks,
Prince Adetokunbo Adejumo,
who is the chairman of
“Marwa 2007 Project” in the
United Kingdom, described
him as a gallant soldier who
excelled in the acts ofprudent
management of human and
scarce financial resources.

According to him, Marwa
is eminently qualified to
contest the 2007 presidential
race because he is ahead of
many other contenders in
education, track record of
performance, success in
public and private life.

2007 Youth group supports IBB

s the National
Democratic Party
"WN D P) announced

the choice of General Ibrahim
Babangida as its presidential
candidate for the 2007
presidential elections, the
National Youth Mobilisation
Campaign (NYMC) for IBB
2007, has declared its
readiness to mobilise Nigeria
youths to ensure that
Babangida succeeds.
Addressing newsmen in
Abuja, the national co-
ordinator of NYMC, Alhaji
Maikudi U. Zaria explained
thaf'Nigerian youths were
irrevocably committed for an
IBB presidency in 2007.
Zaria, who commended
NDP for choosing IBB as its
presidential candidate said
that NYMC would support

the Minna general
irrespective  of party
affiliation.

“Let me state here that our
organisation will support IBB
irrespective of the political
platform he chooses to run for
the presidency. Our major
goal is victory for the people
general.

We have commenced
talking with other youth
organisations across the
country on how to effectively
get a powerful support for
IBB. And from our talks and
discussion, it is now a fact
that IBB will succeed
President Obasanjo in 2007,”
Zariamaintained.

On suggestions from
some quarters that the ex-
military officer be barred from
participating in active
politics, the NYMC boss
disagreed, saying thatthe idea
of excluding retired generals
from active politics is
untenable because given
their contribution to our
national life, the military is part
and parcel of Nigeria. We
cannot be simply wished
away.

“The constitution is very
clear on the person to be
excluded in participating in
the electoral process. And the
retired military officers are not
one of such. So far us to
exclude them, we have to
amend the laws of the
country,” explained Zaria.
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Member, House o fRepresentative, Hon. Dahiru Bortnoma (third left) donating as bus to the NEPA
youth development associationat Yola north local government area, Adamawa State. Collecting the
bus key ids the local government youth leader, Mr. Abubakar aliyu during the representatives i

constituency tour and commissioning o fprojects... recently.

E xpulsion of N gige

Ihe national coordinator

of Peoples Democratic

Party (PDP) youth
vanguard, Mallam Yusuf
Ahmed, has called for a new
governorship election in
Anambra State following the
expulsion of Dr. Chris Ngige
by the party.

When elected, the new
governor, according to the
group, should also conduct
the local governmentelection
with the participation of all
political parties.

“Above all, we want to
call on the Independent
National Electoral Commi-
ssion (INEC) to take judicial
notice of the expulsion of
Governor Ngige and set all
necessary machinery in
motion for the immediate
conduct of a fresh governor-
ship election in the state
where all the registered
political parties including PDP
should be given equal oppor-
tunity to present candidates,”
the group added in a state-
ment.

The youth group how-
ever supported the decision
of the National Executive
Committee (NEC) ofthe PDP
to expel Governor Chris Ngige
but faulted the expulsion of
Uba.

Youth Forum wants Gov Abdullahi for president

he North Centrall]
Democratic Youth
Forum (NCDYE) has

called on Governor Abdullahi
Adamu to contest for the 2007
presidential ticket to enable
him render his contribution
toward achieving national
unity and development.

The forum spokesman.
Barrister Zubairu Salihu
Namama who made the call in
Jos, Plateau State, described
Governor Abdullahi Adamu
as a sincere and respected
leader who had done a lot
toward ensuring real
development in Nasarawa
State.

According to the forum,
Governor Abdullahi Adamu is
the only credible person that
Nigeria needed now
considering his past and
present records, naming
Governor Abdullahi Adamu’s
achievements to include;
setting up of a state
university, state polytechnic,
two health institutions,
establishment of over 200“
secondary schools,
construction of roads,
hospitals. Others are the
setting up of five industries
such as fertilizer blending
plant, Akwanga Packaging
Company, solid mineral

resources company and beef
rocessing company and
seeds processing company.
The forum called on the
entire members of PDP to
assist in persuading
Governor Abdullahi Adamu to
contest the number one

position in the country with a
view to enabling Nigerians

continue to enjoy the
dividend of democracy.
The north  central

democratic youth forum
meeting was attended by
over 500 youths across the
north central states namely
J lateau, Benue, Kogi, Kwara,
Niger and Nasarawa states.

By Hammeed M. Bello,
Senior Political Reporter

“We support the final
expulsion of Governor Chris
Ngige in particular from the
party, based on the report of
Governor Olagunsoye Oyin-
lola led panel of inquiry into
the political disturbances in
Anambra State which
discovered that the embattled
governor threw caution to the
winds by entering into all
manner of agreements in his
desperate bid to emerge the
governor not minding the

practicability or otherwise of |
the proposed arrangements
on assumption of office.

“We however want to j
express reservation over the
expulsion ofChiefChris Uba ]
from the party because Dr. |
Ngige himselfconfessed that
he owed his electoral victory ]
to his wife and his godfather, |
Uba. We want to urge Chiefj
Uba as a Christian to accept j
the decision of the party in |
good faith for now and see |
how he can appeal the j
decision before tne appro-
priate party organs,” declared |
the statement.

Youth leaders forum
reaffirms support for Marwa

he National Youth
Leaders Forum (NYLF)
has reaffirmed its faith

in the Buba Marwa
presidential project in 2007
arguing that there is no better
alternative to Marwa as
regards the 2007 situation.

In a press statement
signed by its national
coordinator, Comrade Meleye
Daniel Dino, the NYLF
predicated its support for the
candidacy of Marwa in 2007
on the fact that “Marwa is a
leader with a servant spirit, he
is the only trained civil
administrator among the
known presidential hopefuls,
he is the most intellectual and
educated (since education
plays avital role in the present
socio-economic and
technological milieu called
mother earth), he has a very
sound antecedent as a good
administrator and manager of
both human and material
resources and that amoog all
the presidential hopefuls
Marwa is younger, most
versatile, transparent, honest,
with good sense of justice,
fear of God, decisive, and a
prudent manager of human

beings and resources.”

According to the group, !
posterity will not forgive the
youths if they fail to build a
united, virile, strong, reliable
egalitarian and just new
Nigeria through the
instrumentality of a Marwa
presidency, adding that the
youths now have the
opportunity to make Nigeria
great again.

The national youth,
leaders forum than called on
Alhaji Atiku Abubakar and |
General Ibrahim Badamasi
Babangida, as true lovers of
democracy and patriotic
Nigerians, “to shelve their
intention to run the 2007
elections and support the
peoples’ choice, Chief (Dr.)
Buba Marwa.”

The group also stressed
that itwould remain resolute,
focused, determined and
committed on its support and
advocacy for a Marwa
presidency in 2007 vowing
that “no amount of threat,
blackmail, intimidation, fear,
lies and propaganda can
detract our attention from
pursuing this godly agenda.”
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To our esteemed Readers and Advertisers

ity to the public to publish all points of
view, including those we do not share. We t

edia Trust, publishers of Weekly and Daily
M Trust take very seriously, its responsibil

Jisthe function ofan independent, liberal newspaper
dedicated to the pursuit of the common good. We
are also conscious ofthe fact that it is a shortsighted
business policy for a newspaper to shut out a par-
ticular point of view for its own reason or due to
pressure from powerful institutions and advertisers.

| But we are also aware that professional agitators
can use the pages of newspapers to malign govern-
ments, companies and individuals on spurious
grounds. =

% Caught between our desire to give voice to the
concerns of the voiceless and to protect public and
institutions from unfair and demoralising attacks, we
have been forced to develop a more stringent policy
for the placement of advertorials, petitions and other
related materials in the pages of our newspapers.

The new policy is as*depicted hereunder:

1. The writer(s) of such advertorials must not be
anonymous but people who can stand by what they
say, with their full names and addresses.

2. If there is any accusation at any person or
organisation, such writer(s) must substantiate the
claims with evidence, which can stand before a Court
of law. For example, if they claim that a contract
was inflated, they must show Media Trust, relevant
documents to back this up.

. 3. The placement must be fully paid for, before it
IS carried.

4. The author(s) should be prepared to accept cor-
rections or alterations made by us but the corrected

versinh would be shown to the author(s), before
g

ing.

5. In the alternative, we are prepared to enter into
an indemnity agreement with those who place such

advertorial which will put the onus ofproofsquarely
on them.

6. The publishers have the right to reject any piece
considered to be libelous, containing assertion with-
out supporting facts and figures to prove the authen-
ticity of such claims.

7. Media trust employees that collect such mate-
rials have been instructed to contact the advert man-
ager, who will also consult further with the relevant

superior officers to analyse the piece before place-
ment is made.

8. If the publishers of Daily Trust!Weekly Trust!
leject any materials regarded as unprintable based
on the above considerations, they will not enter into
any correspondence with the author(s).

Finally, we wish to assure our readers that we will
not shy away from publishing fair and balanced criti-
cisms of any government or individual, which is in
the nature of free exchange of ideas.

This, we will continue to do in our free opinion
columns and with advertorials where some readers
feel strongly enough to pay for them. We thank you
for your support and assure you that we will do our
best to keep your trust.

Signed:
Management.



Europe’s glamour sides
resigned tojoin the richest of
them all - Chelsea FC -where

hen FC Porto travel ,
to ltaly for the i joi i
second leg oftheir -
UEFA Champions Lieslgas already picked up the

J. first knockout round tie with
""I-’C Intemazionale Milan, they
could be forgiven for casting
their minds back 12 months.
On that occasion they
were playing at Manchester
United FC, and despite a 2-1
lead from the first leg were
expected to depart the
competition, especially when
Paul Scholes gave Llinited a
first-halflead. Porto did have
their moments after the break.

is rim Howardspii.v< Benni
McCarthy’s free-kick and
\ Costinha pounced.
For Porto, and their
eAcharismatic coach" Jose
| Mourinho who sprinted
Idown the OId Trafford
touchline in delight, nothing
was ever quite the same. The
club had the previous season
iclaimed the UEFA Cup as
well as all the major
Portuguese trophies, but only
in defeating United did they
suddenly become
acknowledged as real
Champions League
contenders, while Mourinho
was the hottest coaching
property on the continent.
Porto, of course, went on
to beat AS Monaco FC in the
final, but the changes have
continued both for club and
coach. Mourinho, having
been linked with several of

English League Cup and
se"ms set to land the
Premiership in a stunning,
debut campaign.

In contrast, however,
Porto have found life tough,
hence their status, according

to most pundits, as clear
outsiders in Milan.
Mourinho’s original
replacement.! * INc

left before taking charge ofa

Porto challenging for the
Portuguese title, reaching the
Champions League
knockout rounds with a last-
gasp winner against their
former coach’s charges and
lifting the last ever European/
South American Cup in
Japan. However, poor results
after  Christmas saw
Fernandez sacked last
month. Jose Couceiro swiftly
assumed charge and oversaw
the 1-1 home draw with Inter,
Ricardo Costa claiming the
crucial equaliser.

None of those coaches
has been helped by the
departure of several key
players from last season’s
squad. From the team that
started at Old Trafford, Paulo
Ferreira, Ricardo Carvalho,

JOailv Trust

Dimitri Alenitchev, Deco and
Carlos Alberto - the latter
three the goal scorers against
Monaco in Gelsenkirchen -
have all gone. As indeed have
both second-half substitutes
Edgaras Jankauskas and
Ricardo Fernandes, plus
Bruno Moraes, who was also
on the bench. In all, eight
from a selection of 16. Derlei,
who was injured at the time,
went too in the winter break.

In contrast, of the United

la)
tn€

rebuilding rather than the
financial realities of richer
clubs like Chelsea and FC
Barcelona tempting their star
men.

Added to all those
factors, indeed, is a chilling
fact for Porto that no side has
ever won two consecutive
Champions League titles.
Not the great 1990s AC Milan
team, not the ‘Galacticos’ of
Real Madrid CF.

So, the reality that Porto
face is travelling to a last-16
tie against a home team who
have lostjust once in Serie A
this season. Not easy, to say
the least. But then the
situation  does sound
uncannily familiar.

Olympic Games commission
starts Moscow 2012

oscow began a

four-day courtship

of Olympic
inspectors on Monday,
wooing them with

glitzy presentations in an
uphill battle for the right to
stage the 2012 Games.

The Russian capital is
widely viewed as the rank
outsider in the race to host
the Olympics but the bid
committee will use the visit
by the 13 inspectors to try to
shed its underdog image.

Moscow is the last stop
ofthe International Olympic
Committee (IOC) evaluation
commission’s tour ofthe five
shortlisted cities. Paris is the
early favourite, with London,
Madrid and New York the
other candidates.

Bid leader Valery
Shantsev, Moscow’s vice
mayor, will show the

commission around proposed
Olympic venues as well as the
city’s best known attractions
such as Red Square.

“We would like to present
to the world a new Moscow-
a metropolis that carefully
keeps its rich historic
traditions,” Shantsev said in
a statement. -

Many ofthe venues have
been inherited from the city’s
1980 Games, but others have
yet to be built such as the
12,000-seat National Tennis
Centre?which is being named
after former 10C chief Juan

Antonio S&aramacich

The bid commlttee will
have to provide their Olympic
visitors with answers on how
to address the city’s crippling
traffic problem, lack ofhotels
and inadequate airports.

On top of this, bid
representatives have said
they need to rid Russia of a

Inspection

Soviet-era image and
overcome public prejudice
associated with it.

Moscow can also count
on the support ofjudo black-
belt President VVladimir Putin,
who will meet the 10C
delegation at the Kremlin on
Wednesday.

Inter’s Nigerian striker, Obafemi Martins is back in trainin’

Tuesday,
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English FA Cup:
avold Arsenal

n FA Cup final
between bitter rivals
Arsenal and
Manchester United remains
a possibility after the pair
were kept apart in the semi-
final draw.
The Gunners were first
out ofthe hat and were drawn

to face Mark Hughes’
Blackburn Rovers.

Sir Alex Ferguson’s side
will take on Newcastle, who
are looking to win the FA Cup
for the first time in 50 years.

The semi-finals will be
played on Saturday 16 and
Sunday 17 April at the

Robben return against Kanu

rjen Robben is set to

A imake his Chelsea

Acomeback in the

Premienrship encounter with
West Brom on Tuesday.

The inspirational Dutch
winger has not played since
2 February when he broke two
bones in his foot during the
match against Blackburn.

Chelsea boss Jose
Mourinho is also boosted by
the return to fitness of Scott

Parker after a broken foot.
Chelsea are looking to

extend their Premiership lead
over Manchester United to 11
points.

Mourinho’s side initially
struggled to score goals after
Robben’s injury, finding the
nettwice in four games.

That barren run also saw
Chelsea go out ofthe FA Cup
to Newcastle.

However, they bounced
back by winning the Carling
Cup and beating Barcelona
to reach the Champions
League quarter-finals.

Ajax appoint Blind as new manager

jax have named
former star Danny
,Blind as coach in

succession to Ronald
Koeman, who resigned after
their Uefa Cup elimination
against Auxerre.

Blind’s appointment ends

speculation that Spurs coach
Martin Jol would quit White
Hart Lane and return to
Holland.

Blind played more than
500 matches in 13 seasons at
Ajax, ending his playing
career in May 1999.

He joined Ajax’s
technical staff and has
recently worked as head of
youth development at the
club.

Ajax captain Johnny
Heitinga said: “He’s a calm
man, | had him as trainer one
year in Ajax’s youth program

and that’s a plus.’
Midfielder Wesley
Sneijder is also looking
forward to playing for Blind.
“Blind wasn’t just a
captain on his team, he was a
real leader,” Sneijder said. “He
won just about everything
there is to win with Ajax.

Egyptian council of ministers meets on ACN 2006

Tt‘e Egyptian Council of
inisters met on 12
March 2006 and
discussed amongst others
hosting of ACN 2006 taking
place in Egypt from 20
January -10 February 2006.
The ministers present
during the inter-ministerial

meeting are from the
Defence, Finance,
Information, Planning,

Military Production and
representatives of sports
organizations in Egypt.

The Council of Ministers
spokesman, Dr. Magdi Rady,
said that the government will
set up an ad-hoc committee

for ACN 2006 in cooperation
with CAF, according to the
Egyptian French daily
Progres of 13 March 2005

It was also decided to
renovate the following stadia:
Cairo Stadium and the
Military Stadium both

located in the capital Cairo;
Coast Guard Stadium in
Alexandria; Port Said
Stadium and the Ismaili
Stadium

Tergat keeps London bid on course

enyan Paul Tergat
R delivered the

lerfect warm-up to
his London Marathon title
bid by storming to victory
in the Lisbon Half
Marathon on Sunday.

The marathon world
record holder clocked 59
minutes, 0.9 seconds, - a
performance only he has
bettered over the distance.

Tergat aims to surpass
his best result in London
when he finished as runner-
up to Khalid Khannouchi in
2002.

Compatriot Susan
Chepkemei looked good for
London as she won the
women’s race.

The Kenyan was back
in action after Athletics
Kenya reversed a one-year

ban it imposed on the 29-
year-old runner-up for
failing to turn up to a cross-
country team training
camp.
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He is to leau Inter\ attack against A-, to

Man Utd

Millennium Stadium
Cardiff.

With Chelsea closing in
on the Premiership title, both
Arsenal and Manchester
United will see the FA Cup as
their best chance of
silverware this season.

But the Old Trafford
outfit must overcome the in-
form Magpies, who have won
seven successive matches.

Ferguson will come up

against striker Alan Shearer,
who they tried to sign earlier
in his career and who is
| desperate to win a trophy
with his hometown club
before he retires at the end of
the season.

Newcastle chairman
Freddy Shepherd said he was
desperate to see the

| Magpies avenge a defeat by
Manchester United in the
1999 FA Cup final.

“It’s not the draw we
wanted, but it won’t have
been the draw Manchester
United wanted either,” he told
the Newcastle website.

“But there’s no reason
why we cannot beat them.
We won't be frightened.

“We owe them one for the
FA Cup final defeat in 1999 -
so we’ll look forward to this
one.”

In the other semi, Arsenal
faces a Blackburn side who
have struggled in t]ie
Premiership this season.

But Rovers assistant
boss Mark Bowen warned

the Gunners not to
underestimate the
opposition.

“We’ve never felt so
wanted as we have in the last
24 hours,” he said.

“Everybody wanted us,
but we’re going to show
everybody that if Arsenal

Chepkemei raced to”xtake us lightly then we’re well

victory in 68 mins 49 secs,
with  fellow Kenyan
Margaret Okayo 30
seconds behind and Asha
Gigi of Ethiopia third iji
69mins 59secs.

prepared and they’ll come a
cropper.
“We’re delighted with the
draw and delighted to be in
1the semi-final with three of
the biggest clubs in Europe.”

—

[



Senior athletes protest over AFN programmes

|plhe competition Brg
ramme for

athletics season re-
Agntly released by the
Athletics Federation of
jNigeria (AFN), has met with
Icomplaints from athletes,
coaches and pundits, who
believed the programme does
notcarry along all members of
|the nation’s athletes.
1 In the programme, AFN
decided to organize the annual
|classics meets on zonal basis,
|[rather than the former
larrangement of national
meets. AFN also limited the
|zonal classics to Under-23
athletes instead of the gpen
competition that it used to be.

However, athletes who are
above 23 years have decried
the new arrangement, saying
that only two competitions in
a year is not good enough to
prepare them for the Mobil
national athletics trials and
1AAF world championship
billed for Helsinld, Finland, in
August.

Adamu Musa, a Kaduna-
based quarter miler wondered
how the senior athletes are
expected to survive the

By AbdulRaheem Aodu, ]
Reporter (Sports)

is good because it would
«ncourage the young
athletes, however, it would
also literally kill the senior
athletes because there is no
adequate competition for us.

“AFN should design at
least four meets for the senior
athletes to allow us prepare
property for the tri|(s and the
world championship. Mostof
us are only training without
getting to know when and
which meet we would
participate in. Probably they
expect the senior athletes to
give false ages and compete
with the junior ones, maybe
that is what they want,” he
said.

Sani Mohammed also a
quarter miler, concurred with
Adamu, “the programme set
for the junior athletes is
important as it would make
them to bc”notivaied and thus
improve them butAFN has to
have a rethink over the senior
athletes. We would not have
a good training programme
because oflack ofcompetition

o — e ——

that will seriously jeopardize

our season, and performance
in the Mobil trials. The AFN
should try to organize meets
for senior athletes to assist
them have a good season,” he
said.

Richard Ogunleye, a

SPFRMEF and African Univer-
sity Games (FASU) champion,
also decried the situation as it
is, noting that AFN should do
something to provide level
ground of competition
between the home-based

athletes and their’ forrelgn-
based counterparts.

That is the only way*
accordingto him, toensure the
best representation for the
country ininternational meets
and championships.

Organised local competitions produced Olympic bronze medalists Codday James (left) and Musa

Audu (right).

As cheating mars zonal athletics championship

Just-coneluded two-
day under-23 zonal

&thletic. championship.....

held ai the Liberty'

Stadium, Ibadan for the six
states in the Soulh-West geo-
political zone threw up a lot of
issues, chiefamong which was
the correct ages ofparticipants.

As the maiden Athletic
Federation of Nigeria (NAN)
competition ofthe 2005 athletic
season, the meet was
significant since it served as a
good testing ground for the
federation’s ne*w rules

. irestricting participation in its
izonal meets to under-23
athletes.
In all, athletes and officials
| from Lagos, Oyo, Ondo, Ogun,
Osun and EKkiti states, which
make up the South west zone,
were invited to compete at the
Ibadan meet from M ath 11to
March 12.
The federation had warned
that only athletes from the
concerned six states would be
;allowed to compete rather
curiously, Edo, which is
supposed to be in the South-
South geopolitical zone showed
:up in Ibadan with 10 athletes.
Brown Ebewele, Edo Director
|of Sports, who led the team
argued that his state was
grooming some of its elite
athletes for the World
Championships in Athletics
scheduled for Helsinki Finland
between August 5to August 14.

“Weare notjust looking fitthe
jzonal meets, but we are here to
;expose some ofour elite athletes
;who are training for the World

competition:’

After some bickering, it was
agreed that the Edo athletes
would run a-B’ competition,
Ishould there be enough athletes
to enable the AFN hold such a
side competition forthem in their
events, while competitors from
the South-West stales would
runthe ‘A’competition Ebewele
and the athletes found that
agrd&bfe. ' 1

The screening exercise took
up an entire six-and-a-halfhours
on the opening day. Alhaji

Abdul-Karim Amu, ERairman,
Technical Committee of AFN,

attributed the delay to some
athletes and officials who were
bent on cheating,

“We hadtold than earlierthat
we will only accept birth
certificates as authentic
evidence ofan athlete's date of
birth, but some tried to show us
International Passports and
sworn declarations.”

In all, 44 athletes were
disqualified from competing at
the meet, while 174 others
eventually gota clean bill.

Track and Field Athletes
Association of Nigeria
(TAFAA4>1) President, Clifford
Enomayo puts the age-chea-dng
problem at the doorsteps ofthe
athletic coaches.

who. superviced. the. exercise.... they....want

They know the actual ages
of their athletes, but because
to continue
encouraging their athletes to
keep competing in under-age
competitions, they deliberately
assistthemto falsify (heirages.”

Track and Field Coaches
Association of Nigeria
(TRACAN) President, Solomon
Aban agrees, but blames such
sharp practices on the few meets
in the country.

“l agree that some coaches
may indeed be at fault, but ifthe
sportsministry and AFN are able
to organise enough
competitions, these athletes
won’t have cause to try to do
things under the table to be able
to keep competing.”

Abari, however, addedthathis
association was in the process

of drawing up a code for its
members. “Fornow, wehavealso
tried to sanction members
wheneverwe identify them. That
is even one of the reasons for
my presence atthe Ibadanmeet
We are working seriously to
reverse the trend”

The exercise clearly
highlighted disparities between
the passport age and the birth
certificate age o fan athlete.

“While an athlete’s age on his
international passport is usually
‘doctored’, the birth certificate
age is not because it was issued
at birth, when there was no
cause to cheat,” according to an
up-coming international athlete.

After six-and-a-halfhours of
anxiouswaiting forsome athletes
and officials, which caused the
re-scheduling of the Doping

€entrel Seminarte the Rext ﬁéy,
Amu said Ik was satisfied with
the outcome ofthe exercise.

“We are trying to set a
standard for other zonal meets
and if we are unable to stamp
our foot here, we may notbeable
to get it right in other zones.”

AFN officials, however,
would have to fine-tune their
tactics as they may meet new
cheating designs in each ofthe
other up-coming five zonal
meets.

“The federation needs to get
ahead of the age-cheats,
otherwise they will soon evolve
new designs to beat the
screening methods,” a State
Amateur Athletic Association
official noted

Benue-Taraba Unity Cup ends in Ukum

he 30-day inter-state

unity  competition

between the six border
local councils of Benue and
Taraba states came to an end
at the weekend in Zaki-Biam,
Benue state.

Wukari council won the
Honourable Terngu
lyorkyaa trophy after its
team, Wukari United
Football Club beat its
counterpart at the finals,
Takum United 2-0 in a
penalty shootout.

The maiden competition,
which was sponsored by
Hon. Jerngu lyorkyaa, the
llkurl} -IWMfl government

from the SIX border counC|Is
of the two states, namely
Zaki-Biam United, Mbateren
United, Wukari Old Stars,
m\Wukari United and Mata-
Fada United.

Others are Takum United

C, Ibi United FC, and the
Morning FC of Ibi.

The final, which was graced
bV chairmen Of the six local"
councils was chaired by1Vice
President Atiku Abubakar’s
special assistant on special
dudes, Hon. ShimaAyati, who

From Hir Joseph,
Correspondent (Makurdi)

took the opening kick.
Declaring the competition
closed till next year when it
would be held in Takum
township stadium, Hon. Ayati
commended Hon. lyorkyaa for
the initiative, saying it was a
laudable project aimed at
furthering the pet project he
(Shima) initiated at building
bridges of peace and unity

among the border people of
the two states.

“I will also support any
initiative that would furtherthe
bringing together ofthe peoples
of Benue and Taraba states. If
the predecessors of the present
chairmen had the vision to
create such innovations, the
sundry crisis that bedeviled the
borders of these two states
would have beenavoided” said
Hon. Ayati, who recalled that his
personal efforts at re-uniting the

people brought positive result.

Headvised otherchairmenof
the six councils to emulate the
gesture while urging Hon.
lyorkyaato sustain the initiative
with the view' of improving on
the organization.

The donor of the trophy,
Hon. lyorkyaa had appreciated
the participating local
government councils and said
they had collectively made
history for accepting to be part
ofthe unity course.

Uwua lauds Sardauna
IVTemnrial Stadium

weat merchant of Insu
ranee Football Club of
enin, Godwin Uwua,
has said he was impressed
with facilities he saw at the
newly renova-ted Sardauna
Memorial Sta-dium, Gusau,
Zamfara State.

Speaking with sports
journalists in Gusau imme-
diately after his team forced,
the newty promoted Premier
League side Zamfara United
to a barren draw, Uwua
remarked “when | came into

the arena, | asked myself
whether this was the same
place | came with Under-23
Eagles two years ago.”

“Then | saw my coming to
Gusau as a punishment. But
looking at the whole place, the
structures, facilities and the
pitch, I am highly impressed
with the commitment of the
state government and sports
officials,” he added.

On the standard ofplay, the
formerchiefcoachofLobi Stars
maintained that it was a good

match, saying, “both teams
showed a lot ofcharacter.”

“You see, like Zamfara
United, ourteam isalso-voung.
| believe when berthteams plaf*
more matches, they would
understand them-selves and
blend”

According to Uwua, the
officiating was equally good,
pointing;i “the centre, referee
did a marvelousjob.”

“1just hope these referees
will keep up the goodjob they
have started.”

Africa League
round up

TUNISIA - Acomfortable 4-
0 win kept Etoile Sahel five
points clear ofEsperance and
on course to end their arch
rivals’ long stranglehold on
the chfflnpkmship.

Etoile Sahel beat straggling
Etoile Ben Khalled to move
on to 48 points and keep up
their unbeaten record with six
matches still to play.

Esperance, who fired
Swiss-born coach Claude
Andrey last week, won 2-0
away at Etoile Zaris with a
penalty from Kamel Zaiem
and another goal from
Brazilian striker Marcos dos
Santos.

—

MOROCCO - Royai**
Armed Forces maintained
their two-point lead in the
standings as the top five
sides all played out goalless
draws.

The army club has 40
points after their draw' at:
Ittihad Tanger. Champions
Raja Casablanca are on 38
points  while Wydad
Casablanca are one point
further back.

EGYPT - Zamalek’swinless
streak in the league extended
to four successive matches
after a surprise 1-0 home
defeat to Mansoura.

Mohamed Faw'zi scored !
after just three minutes to j
leave last year’s champions |
dropping out of contention
for a place in the African
Champions League.

Zamalek are fifth, six points”,
behind second-placed ENPPI
with three matches left.

ENPPIwon 5-2 at home to
Suez Cementand AlIAMi, who
clinched the title in January,
maintained their unbeaten
record beating Gaish 3-1.

ALGERIA - USM Alger
kept up their 10-point lead
with a comfortable 3-0 win
over Chabab Belouizdad
despite having defender
Maheddine M eftah
dismissed with 30 minutes to
go.

Hamtd Berguiga scored a
hat-trick as second-placed JS
Kabylie won 4-1 at home to
bottom side CS Constantine.

Mouloudia Alger stayed
third, a further five points
back, despite losing 3-2 atj
home to OM Ruisseau, who
moved out of the relation
Zone.

COTEdTVOIRE-Nigerian
import Ishola Shaibu scrfred
the opening goal as leaders
Africa SJxjrts beat Boaafle 2-
0 to move to 10 points from
four games.

ChampionsASEC Abidjan,
who are a point behind with a
game in hand, kept up their
100 percent record with a 2-0
win over Bingerville. Ibrahima |

forASEC.
CAMEROON-Champions

Cotonsport made a winning j
start to the season with a 2-0 j

home win over Kadji Sports™*".

Academy.

Last year’s runners-up
Racing Bafoussam were held |
to a 1-1 draw' at FoVu dei
Baharr. whi,Je promoted;
Foudre d’Akonolinga scored
the biggest win with a 4-1
triumph over Ngaoundere
University FC.
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EDITORIAL TafaBalogun: Politics of corruption

Why is ICPC so quiet?

ot a few Nigerians are worried about the unusual
quietness and seeming aloofness of the five-year-old
, Independent Corrupt Practices and other Related
Offfences Commission (ICPC), at this moment in tlhie when
it should more than ever before be challenged to redouble
its efforts in cleansing the society of corruption. The
guestion in everybody” lip is: What has gone wrong with
the commission and taken the spark off the agency when
younger institution like the Economic and Financial Crimes
Commission (EFCC) isjnaking giant strides and justifying
its establishment? Is the Commission’s problem a matter
of legal weakness or lack of strong will on the part of its
leadership? Isit suffering from the self-inflicted problem
arising from partisan indulgence? These and more are the
guestions Nigerians are asking.

The enactment ofthe Anti-Corruption law in 2000 was
welcomed with fanfare as it was considered aturning point
inour commitmentto give the nation a new lease of life in all
the major aspects of our lives, individually, collectively,
economically, politically and socially. This is because
corruption has disabled our economy and caused decay and
dereliction within the infrastructure ofgovernment and the
society. The establishment of the ICPC was therefore seen
as a new spiritof national rebirth.

The law establishing ICPC was described as the toughest
anti-corruption law in the history of our nation. And while
giving assent to the bill, Mr. President, Chief Olusegun
Obasanjo, remarked that “No Nigerian, from the President
to the lowest peasant, is exempted from being investigated
under this Law to a large extent, if faithfully implemented;
this Act ought to substantially clean our society o fthe menace
and evil of corruption™

Itis therefore obvious that the seeming impotency of
the ICPC is not'due to lack of teeth to bite. As a matter of
fact, it started on a good stead. But after a few battles in the
court, the Commission has now settled down to a quieter
routine and seems to have relapsed into quiescence. Unlike
the ICPC, the newest Kid, the EFCC, rages on in an
unrelentless war in a sustaining momentum against the
high and the mighty crooks without minding whose Ox is
gored. Consistent with its mandate, it is dealing with
advanced fee fraudsters, investigating Governors and
demystifying otherwise sacred cows that run foul ofthe law.

The undoings ofthe ICPC are indeed manifold. Through
its activities between 2000 and 2003, the ICPC established
for itself, a bad reputation as a willing tool ofpolitical vendetta
against political foes of the Presidency. Cutin the web of
partisan indulgence, the institution lost the confidence of
the generality of Nigerians and thereby suffer legitimacy
crisis. Because of its lost of virtue, the last National
Assembly was tinkering with the idea of repealing the Act
establishing the Commission.

Despite the clear pronouncement of Mr. President that
nobody isimmuned to ICPC investigation, a pronouncement
that forms the spirit of the law, the Commission has been
shying away from investigating top public officers. The
excuse being that it would need a clause in the anti-
corruption law, making it explicit that it has power to
investigate persons constitutionally sheltered by the
immunity clause. It needs no further emphasis that in the
light of the Supreme Courtjudgment in the case of Chief
Gani Fawehinmi V Senator Bola Ahmed Tinubu, the
insertion of such a clause, now being considered by the House
of Representatives, is superfluous. In the said Tinubu’scase,
the Conit made cristally clear that notwithstanding the
protection granted certain persons under section 308 ofthe
1999 Constitution (Immunity clause), such constitutionally
protected persons can still be investigated but may not be
prosecuted. What this means in effect is that it is not the
weakness ofthe law that is hindering the operations ofthe
ICPC. A

Additionally, in spite of explicit provision of Section 6 o f
the Anti-corruption Act, which empowers the Commission
to investigate any case where reasonable ground exists for
suspecting that any person has conspired to commit or has
attempted to commit or has committed an offence of
corruption, the Commission often waits for petition from
the public before commencing investigation against any
incidence of corruption. The implication ofits posture is
that even ifit knows of a case ofcorruption, it may have to
look at the other side so long as a petition has not come from
any member ofthe public.

From all intents and purposes, there is nothing wrong
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the part ofthe leadership of the Commission. Time calls on
the ICPC to wake up from its slumber. The organ may be
weak but the need for it remains more compelling than ever
before. And from the unfortunate faee ofthe ICPC and how
it lost its awesome aura, the EFCC must draw a useful lesson,
to wit, that when any organ ofa judicial character dabbles
into a partisan arena, itthereby ask that mud be thrown at
its gate and that its very throne ofjustice to be painted with
mire.

he sudden and ignominious retirement of Alhaji
T Mustafa Balogun as Nigeria’s Inspector General of

Police a couple of weeks ago must have come as a
rude shock to not only himselfbut also to several Nigerians.
His loyalty to his boss was total and never in doubt. His
performance in the 2003 was by any yardstick outstanding as
he meritiously “delivered” virtually all the major constituen-
cies. Stories abound on how police chased away voters on
Election Day especially in the South-South and the South-
east. In fact, there was even this television report that showed
police in uniform busy stamping the ballot papers to ensure
the victory ofthe ruling party and in obedience to their over-
all boss. In a nutshell, I have no doubt in my mind that when
the history of the role ofthe police in the rigging of the 2003
elections comes to be fully written, the name of Tafa Balogun
would be written in gold defending on how you look at that
history or the political party you belong.
As astudent ofhistory, | was not
personally surprised in the man-
ner he was dismissed. | have al-
ways known that he was going to
be dispensed with as soon as his
services were no longer required.
Also with the rising wave of
crimes all over the country and
the number of unsolved murders
and assassinations of prominent
politicians, | knew his days were
numbered. | even recall calling
for his resignation or dismissal in
this very page when all the indi-
cators showed that his loyalty to
his superiors was seriously injur-
ing national security. What is
however a little surprising for me
were the reasons for his dismissal.
| therefore must doff my cap for
President Obasanjo for wielding

the big stick against Tafa Balogun
on his anti-corruption crusade. And if on account of cor-

ruption he would treat Balogun this way, | am sure he would
treat any ofhis children, lyabo or Gbenga in the same way
in similar circumstances. So, cynics beware!

I am also not so worried with all the fairy tales about his
incredible wealth stashed away in several banks running
according to some accounts to over three billion Naira in
several places reported in the press. Luckily for me, | have
been long baptized on the incredible greed of Nigerians
and their capacity to steal money that they actually do not
need. Remember the Abacha Family and their treasure in
Swiss Banks or mostrecently Governor Joshua Dariye from
just Barclays Bank account in London? So when the pa-
pers went agog with the story of his bank’s balance from
the Fortune Bank and the seven or so companies he was
trading with, my interest suddenly shifted to why would
Balogun be dismissed? My mind simply went back to a
publication by the NEWS magazine last year in which they
not only accused him for corruption but also provided
graphic details on the location of some of his assets. In that
story, what really frightened me was the story about his
“Jeeps Farm’somewhere in Lagos. In this farm, itappeared
to the reporters that either Jeep cars were assembled there
or simply “grown” because oftheir sheer numbers and other
exotic vehicles. But what happened after this publication?
To my knowledge the government did not order fbr any
investigation to verify the authenticity of the allegations.
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thaffiows through his heart, simply “forgave” the maga-
zine rather than take them to court for libel and defamation
of his long and hard earned reputation. A few weeks after,
the man went on the offensive to refurbish his battered
public image. Since then, he never stopped and his hand
never dried. Colleagues in Lagos and other places told me

Tafa
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that the man was just like Father Christmas in the realm of;
generosity oiling the machinery of his public relations train.
Some were even-surprised that how our names and newspa-
pers were missing even from this last Sallah largess where
rams and cows were given out in the spirit of the season. |
While 1congratulate the president for this singular feat, the
EFCC for catching a big fish, am not sure whether to con-
gratulate or commiserate with Nuhu Ribadu, the EFCC boss.
For EFCC, it met the challenge thrown at it by Senator Francis
Nzeribe when on a visit to the commission last year, accused
the EFCC of only arresting small timers but not the “big |
fishes”. As ifby the act of providence, just a couple ofweeks i
after this challenge, EFCC came with i storm to announce its
findings of incredible sums ofmoney ard money laundering j
allegations against Governor i
Dariye. And a few weeks later,
the EFCC was again inform-!
ing the bewildered nation |
what it foundin Fortune Bank;
belonging to the Inspector
General ofPolice. As investi- i
gation continues in this bank
and other banks having simi-1
lar Balogun’s companies as
customers, it is safe to as- |
sume the end of an eventful |
police career for Balogun. As j
for Ribadu, one canjust also
assume the moral conflict in
his mind between loyalty to
hisjob in EFFC and loyalty
to his police boss, Tafa
Balogun. Not many peoplein :
this world are destined to in- |
vestigate and even some-
times prosecute their bosses |

in line oftheir duties. Ribzdu is today one such man in which
the world would be keenly watching at which side the clock |
would swing. Secondly, he has just succeeded in having ad-1
ditional enemies to his long listof many enemies both within
and outside government. Just a few days ago, there was this
rumour of how a very senior journalist now on government;
side went to Lagos and gathered some editors and chided,
them for giving publicity to the fall ofa fellow “Yoruba man”.
My senior colleague in the profession was really mad with
the editors that they could not see the whole tragedy as ema-
nating from the Caliphate in order to have a northerner be-
come the Inspector General of Police! The meeting 1was told
came to a sudden end when one ofthe editors asked whether
Balogun “stole” on behalfofthe Yoruba and if so where would
he collect his own share? This is Nigeria for you dear reader!
There were also newspaper reports about how some Obas are
interceding on behalf of Balogun so as to escape being pros-1
ecuted. 1learntthat some ofthe royal fathers would want the
presidency to give Balogun the “Abacha Treatment” where ;
the Federal Government can take say 70 percent of the loot;
and leave him with 30 per cent in view of his meritorious ;
service to the fatherland! The Oba of Lagos recently con-
firmed this move by the royal fathers to get one of their sons
offthe hook ofjustice.

Thus, while the nation is waiting to see Balogun brought in
handcuffs to the court, there are subterranean moves to avert
the course ofjustice. This is where one cannot understand

Balogun. former 1GP

hard on the corrupt, they tend to have double standards.
Suddenly, politics has cropped up into a purely criminal is-
sue. Suddenly the Yorubas do not want a fellow Yoruba pun-
ished for his indiscretion. Every other person should be pun-
ished but not one of their «tVn. If everybody would want to
protect his own, when should we ever eradicate corruption in
our country? Our advice to the president is to ignore these
enemies ofprogress and ensure fairness to all Nigerians. What
isgood for Dariye should be good for Balogun. Ribadu should
also adhere to his sworn pledge not to discriminate between
Nigerians and ensure that “ no one is above the law”.
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