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"We were coming together m
two different buses, one convey­
ing us men and the other convey­
ing women and children. They left
us atBirnin Gwari after a lunch break
only for us to find their vehicle in­
volved in an accident. Iwas the one
, who recognise them and quickly
identified the dead body of my wife,

Cont. on Pg. 5

Ten others were injured when the
vehicle conveying the family mem­
bers, a Nissan Urvan, had a tire burst
and the driver lost control' and
crashed into a ditch.

The dead were mostly women and
children, while only the driver and his

conductor survived, according to
Malam Abdurrasheed Kafinta, who
arrived at the scene of the accident
shortly after it occurred. He lost his
wife and daughter in the crash.

Kafinta said the vehicle was con­
veying over 20 members of the same
family on their way back from the
wedding ceremony of a relation in
Minna.

From LawaIIbrahim, Katsina &
MustafaAbubakar, florin

GUDDlen,
Navy clash
inNlDelta

neen members ofthe same
amily lost their lives on Sun­
y in a road accident at

Dungun-Ma'azu village ofSabuwa
Local Government Area inKatsina
State.

The victims were returning
home after attending a marriage cer­
emony in Minna, Niger State, wit­
nesses and relations said.

NAIRA EXCHA1\,GE RATE

Espite of the Federal Government's
lans to grant amnesty to militants,
unmen yesterday attacked Nigerian

Navy personnel protecting a Royal Dutch
Shell oil facility in the Niger Delta, killing
one sailor and stealing four speedboats be­
longing to the firm.

The attack on a navy houseboat at
Nembe in Bayelsa State in the early hours
was an apparent retaliation for the sinking,

. Selling Buying of four militant speedboats over the week-
EURO 212 210 end by the Nigerian navy, spokesman of
POUND 247 245 the' Joint Military Taskforce in the Niger
DOLLAR177 175 Delta Colonel RabeAbubakarsaid.
Source:Muhammed Zazi A youth activist fromNembe told news Victims of a road accident near Jos, being conveyed to hospital. Two other persons died in the crash.

Bureau de Change, Lagos. Cont. on Pg. 5 Photo: Afolabi Sotunde ~
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My hijab didn't
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Minister of Police
Affairs Dr. Ibrahim Lame
will head a 14-member
committee that will
implement the police
reforms, the Federal'
{;overnmentannounced
yesterday.

Lame heads
police reform
implementation
committee

INSIDE
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urge the general public to co­
operate with the police by
promptly providing useful in-

- formation that will assist in
maintaining lawandorderinthe'
state," he said Kafur said that
policemen would be deployed
to all the nooks and comers of
Bauchi on patrol. ANPP flags
have been replaced by PDP
flags inBauchimetropolis,pre­
paratorytothe formaldefection.
Policemenhavebeen deployed
to some strategicplaces in the
town to forestall any break
down of law and order.
The governor was initially a

member of PDp, defected to
ANPP shortly before the 2007
generalelections,followinghis
inability to clinch the guberna­
torial ticket. (NAN)

Police warn trouble makers
.onYuguda'sdefection

Edo, the state should be ready
for more attacks and in no
distant time a conscientious
name will be submitted to the
state governor. What we need
now is rapid development of
the Ijaw speaking areas of
Edo State and immediate in­
clusion of the Ijaws in politi­
cal positions", the group said.

TIe Edo State branch of the Nigerian Medical Associa
tion (NMA) will today begin a 24 day strike to protest
ew tax regime recently introduced by the state govern­

ment State chairman of theAssociation. Dr. Osahon Enabulele
who disclosed this at a press briefing in Benin City yesterday
said the strikewas informed by the expiration of the 21-day ulti­
matum given to the state government to amicably review the tax
~te and fees imposed on medical practitioners. The NMA said
£e dnwas to give government another opportunity to engage
the Association in a constructive dialogue towards reasonably
determining affordable fees and levies. It said allmedical and
dental practitioners would wear black arm bands to mourn what
he called "death" ofhealth care delivery inEdo.State,Appealing
to the state government to address the grievances of theAssocia-

eChieffimmanuelMangni factionof thePeople's Demo­
cratic Party (PDP) inPlateau State has asked theNational
secretariat of the party to suspend Governor Jonah Jang

from the PDP.The party in a letterto the national chainnan of the
party,Prince VmcentOgbulafor dated 30thMarch 2009, recom­
mendedthe suspensionofthegovemorfromthePDp,saying itwas
theonlywaythe party inthe statecouldbe redeemed from collapse.
They saidthiswas becausethe govemorhad beenworking against
theinterestofthepartywhileexcludingJruYorityofthepartymem­
bersand had not shown respectto thepresidentof the countrywho
is alsothe leaderof theparty.The party further explained that since
Jangbecame governorof the state in2007,thefortunesof theparty
in the state hadbeen dwindling, leadingto the lossoftwocrucial
electionswithin thepastoneyear. The lettersigned by thechairman.
Mangni and fhe secretary of the party, James Pam Stephen, also
accused Jarig of excludingprominent members of the p3rty from
participatingor contributingto the party,saying as a resultof this,
key stakeholdersespecially thosethat contested thepartyprimaries
with the governorhavebeen excludedfromthe party.

.'

From Andrew Agbese, Jos

tionWithin 14days to avert further complications that may arise
from the new policy, the association said it found the 10-30per­
cent reduction in the over 1500 percent increase in the rate by
government and the reluctance of government to constructively
engage the association in the determination of'appropriate fees!
levies forprivate health practitionersunacceptable.Also rejected
by NMA is that the association should accept the astronomical
ratesand pass on the bills to the already impoverished citizens of
the state, adding that the action of the stateNMA was solely to
defend the health interest and rights of the people as-well as
guarantee access to affordable health care services by the people
of the state.

Ina statement inBenin yes­
terday signed by Mr. Ibe­
Dubanor Godsent, the group
said the abandonment of the
Ijaws of the stateby successive
administrationswas the reason
for their action.They also said
their action was informed by ,-------------------­
the continuousmarginalisation
and the non-inclusion of the
Ijaws intotheEdo StateExecu­
tive Council.

"We are bringing to the no-
tice of the Federal Govern- TIPoliceinBauchihaVe
ment of Nigeria, the way and warned those planning
manner the Ijaws ofEdo State < causecrisisduring the

______~ ~----------L---__--~------~------------~--------~furmaldefectionofGovernoc
Isa Yuguda of ANPP to PDP
in Bauchi today to desist or
face itswrath.
The Commissioner of Po­

lice in Bauchi, Atiku Kafur,
gavethewarning during apress
briefing in Bauchi yesterday.
Kafur said the police were
aware of a plot by some dis­
gruntled elements to cause
chaos and that the police had
takenmeasuresto dealwith the
situation.
"Any person or group of

persons found conspiring to
causethebreachofpeace inthe
statewill be dealtwith accord­
ing to the laws of the land. I

NMAbegins strike in ~do
I From Vincent Egunyanga, Benin I

Ij aw group threatens attacks

-'Fire kills student in Sokoto
I From Rakiya A. Muhammad, Sokato . I

fire incident in Sokoto has resulted in the death of a
student ofUsmanu Danfodiyo University, Sokoto,Miss

. atima Musa. Another fire reportedly razed 12 houses
in Maikujera village ofRabah Local Government Area of the
state. The house ipwhich the late Fatima, a 300-level student of
.Microbiology was'residing was said to have caught fire after an
explosion of a power generating set Daily Trust learnt that the
lateFatima died following first degree burns she sustained in the
fire which occurred at her residence at Mabarar-Gidan-Dahela
in Sokoto SouthLocalGovemmentAreaofthe state.The owner
of the house, oneAbdulganiyu andhis sonwere also said to have
sustained burns and are receiving treatment at the Usmanu
Danfodiyo University TeachingRospital, Sokoto, Late Fatima
has been buried in Sokoto according to Islamic rites, In the
Maikujera fire incident, no lifewas lost, but one person was said
to have suffered burns. The Special Adviser to Governor Aliyu
Wamakko on Library Matters,Alhaji Umar Ahmed who visited
the victims yesterday enjoined them to regard the incident assn
act of God He prayed God to prevent a re-ocurrence. -

1 .
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From Vincent
Egunyanga, Benin

group, TORU - mE
Liberated Movement
fNiger Deltahas told

Governor Adams Oshiom­
hole of Edo State to expect
more attacks in the state if
Ijaw indigenes are not in­
cluded in political positions
in the state.
The group, which claimed

responsibility for the recent
kidnap of the wife of the state
CommissionerforWorks,Mrs.
Itohan Obayagbona warned
that itwould carry outmore at­
tacks in the state ifnothing was
done to address the continuous
marginalisation ofIjaws in the
state.

are being oppressed and
marginalized andwish to state
categorically that we are re­
sponsible for the kidnap of the
Commissioner of Work's
wife. ,
"We wish tO'statecategori­

cally that except the NDDC
commissioner slot for Edo
State is given to the Ijaws.of

the fear of God by all was the terials,andappealedtowealthy
beginning ofthe re-brandingof individuals to render similar
the country.Kabir urged lead- assistance. ''There isno better
ers in all fields of human en- place to rehabilitate than the
deavour to ensure fairness and grave yard as it is the final
justice in discharging their re- abode of every human being,"
sponsibilities.He alsoappealed the emir noted. Earlier;-Fatima
toNigerianstosupportthelead- said the materials were pro­
ership of the country "not by vided by Service to Humanity
praise singing,butbyprayen;". .~Foundation. an NGO, as part
The emir commended "of its contribution to commu­

Fatima for providing the ma- nal services. (NAN)Plateau PDP faction wants
Jang suspended

NAMA begins second
phase of flight-calibration

T:eNigerianAirsp~ ManagementAgency (NAMA)WiJl
today commence the second phase of flight calibration of Children celebrating Easter Monday at Wonderland, Abuja. Pic;FelixOnigbinde
navigational equipment at some airports across the coun- f----------''--------'-----------=----------------------='------

try. The General manager Public Affairs of NAMA, Mr Supo E · N· · ,t
Atobatele, whomadethedisclosureinastatement,saidtheexer- mir urg eS igerran S 0cise, would involve a flight-check on the newly installed Pri- ._.
mary and Secondary Surveillance Radar at the Lagos airport.
He said the VHF radio and the Glide path on the international
runway at the same airport would also be calibrated. Atobatele b d th · h t'
said other airports to be covered by the Dakar based firm, re- ran elr' ear SASECNA, during the seven-day exercise, include Maiduguri, .
Gombe, Jos, Enugu, Port Harcourt and Calabar. He listednavi­
gational aids to be calibrated at the airports as Instrument Land­
ing System,VeryHigh Omni-directional Radio Range, Distance
Measuring Equipment, Glide path and Precision Approach In­
stnunent Atobatele said the InstrumentApproach Procedure for
Gombe airport would also be carried out during the fight- check
exercise. Calibration ofis a regular quality maintenance feature
of NAMA and all equipment must pass the calibration test be­
fore being put to use. The GM restated the determination of
NAMA to ensure the airspace was made safe for flights to oper­
ate: (NAN)

Fatima Shema The materials,
which includedshovels,wheel­
barrows, buckets, rakes and
diggers, would be used to re­
habilitate cemeteries in 10 lo­
cal government areas of the
state, he said.

''Tore-brandNigeriaistore­
brand our hearts, as it is only
when ourhearts are re-branded
that the country can be re­
branded," theemir said Hesaid

Emir of Katsina, Alhaji
Abdulmumini Kahir,
yesterday called on Ni­

gerians 'to re-brand their
hearts' as the first step toward
making the re-branding ofNi­
geria project a success.
Kabir made the call in

Katsina while receiving mate­
-rials for the rehabilitation of
cemeteriesdonatedby thewife
of the state governor, Hajiya
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P resident Barack
Obama directed his
administration yester­

day to allow unlimited travel
and money transfers by Cu­
ban Americans to family in
Cuba, and to take other steps
to ease U.S. restrictions on
the island, according to a se­
nior administration official.
The formal announcement

was made at the White
House yesterday afternoon,
during presidential spokes­
rnanRobertGibbs'dailybrief..
ing with reporters. The offi-
cial spoke on condition of
anonymity so as not to up­
stage the president's an­
nouncement.

Wrth the changes, Obama
aims to create new space for
the Cuban people in their
quest for political freedom .
and a democratic govern­
ment, in part bymaking them
less dependent on the Castro
regime, the official said.
Other steps taken yester­

day include allowing giftpar­
cels to be send to Cuba, and

: issuing licenses to increase
communications among and
to tile Cuban people. About
1.5 million Americans have
relatives in Cuba.
Obama had promised to

I take these steps as a presi-
i; I dential candidate. Ithas been
. known for over a week that

he would announce them in
I advance of his attended this

I
, weekend ofa Summit of'the
Americas in Trinidad and To­
bago.

____ ......c,<__ ""'........... "There are no better ambas-
Inthisphoto, SafiyaAhmad-w-ea-rsthe bijab which led to her I sadors for freedom than Cu­
sack by tbeABUTB authorities, aUegedly because the veil, banAmericans," Obama said
violated the dress code. Pic: lsa Saidu ! in a campaign speech last

May in Miami, the heart of
the U.S. Cuban-American
community, "It's tun'e to let
Cuban Americans 'see their
mothers and fathers, their sis­
ters and brothers.lt's time to
let Cuban American money
make their families lessdepen­
dent upon the Castro re­
gime."
'Sending money to senior

government officials and
Communist Party
members remainspr0-
hibited. Restrictions
imposed by the Bush
administration had
limited Cuban travel
by Americans to just
two weeks every
three years. VISitsalso
were confined to im­
mediate family mem-
bers. .j
Other steps taken

Monday include ex­
panding the things al­
lowed in gift parcels
being sent to Cuba,
such as clothes, per­
sonal hygiene items,
seeds, fishing gear
and other personal
necessities. The ad- U.S.Presidalt Bar.di:01Iuu

"

ministrationalso will begin is­
suing licenses to allow com­
panies toprovide cell and tele­
vision services to people on
the island. and to allow fam­
ily members to pay for rela­
tives on Cuba to get those
services, theofficial said.
Also in that Miami speech

nearly a year ago, Obama
promised to depart from what
'he said had been the path of
previous politicians onCuba
policy - ..they come down
to Miariii, they talk tough,
they go back to Washington.
and nothing changes in
Cuba."

"Never. inmy lifetime,have
the people of Cuba known
freedom. Never, in the lives
of two generations of Cu­
bans, have the people of Cuba
known democracy," be said
then. "This is the terrible and
tragic.status quo that we have
known for half a centwy -
of elections that are anything
but free or fair; of dissidents
locked away in dark prison
cells for the crime of~­
fig the truth. I won't stand
for this injustice, you won't
stand for this injustice, and
together we will stand up for
freedom in Cuba"
He also promised to en­

gage iodirectdlplomacywith.
Cuba, "without precondi­
tions" but with"'carefulprepa­
ration" and "a clear agenda. "

Some lawmakers, backed
by business and furm groups
seeing new opportunities in
Cuba, 'Me advocating wider
revisions in the trade and
travel bans imposed after Fi­
deiCastro took:power inHa­
vana in 1959.
But Ohama is keeping tile

decades-old U.S. trade em­
bargo against Cuba inplace,
arguing that that policy pro­
vides leverage to pressure the
regimeto fire allpoli1icaipris­
oners "'5 one step toward.
nonnalizaJ rela1iooswith the
us

By Charles Onunaiju with
agency report

Obama moves to end
50-yr Cuba embargo
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for party elders and constitu­
tion inrespect of the state leg- I

islature that the House threat- I

ened to invoke the provision
of the Constitunon :;_ con- I
tamed in Section I~~\ .rile I
StateAssembly is 11< ,t allowed
to seat
Weexpect the parties to the 'I

crisisand the securityagencies
to do the right thing according
to the constitution and allow
the State Assembly to do its
constitutional duties for the
good governance of Ogun
state-and its people.
The MP said instead of

wasting.resources and energy
mb!aming SpeakerBankoleor
opposing the resolution of the
House as being done by Mr.
Kayode Samuel and other
agents of the State govern­
ment. parties relevant to the
crisis including the security
agencies should provide a
conduciveenvironmentforthe
StateAssembly to sit and once
this is done there will be no
need to invoke section 11, (4)
of the constitution.

crisis in Ondo State recently
which yielded positive results
ofall the parties following due
process and legalmeans in re­
solving their dispute."
Rep Eyiboh said theHouse

usually responds to such cri­
siswithin a week or two along
the lineof constitutionalstipu­
lations but had to wait for al­
most two months of the crisis
in Ogun State in deference to

. the position of the Speaker,
DimejiBankole-wbois from 1he

'. stateand the mediatory efforts
of the otherwellmeaningstake­
holders inNigeria.

He said efforts by some
prominent indigeneofthe state
that sought to reconcile
Gbenga Daniel and members
of the State Assembly had
failed which prompted the
House to intervene.

He stated: "Itwas only after
those efforts and reportedly
that of many traditional rulers
and other well meaning per­
sons failed and when it was
discerned that Ogun State
Government have no respect

!BYTashikalmah lIaDab & I
NasidiA Yabaya

its resolution "warning feud­
ing parties in the Ogun State
House of Assembly and the
governmentofOgun Statethat
the House of Representatives
would be compelled to invoke
the POWel'S granted it by Sec­
tion 11, subsection 4 of the
Constitution if the Assembly
fails to reconvene on or before
14thAprij,2009:'
According to him, the stand

of the House is in liriewith the
provisions of the constitution
and several precedents set by
the House in its ten years of
existence.
He added: "you will recall

thattheHousedidsimilarthing
in the case of Anambra state
during the crisis that engulfed
the state following attempts to
remove ChrisNgige as gover­
nor Similarly resolution was
taken in Oyo State during a
similar crisis,The House also
recently passed a similar reso­
lution in the case of looming

TIHouse of Represea­tives yesterday in
sisted that Ogun .state

House of Assembly must re­
convenefix its legislative:func­
tions .today or have its legisla­
tivepowers taken overits func­
lions.

The lawmakers two weeks
ago threatened to take over ac­
tivities of the state assembly
by invcloiog section. 11, sub­
section4of theConstitution if
the members failed to recon-

.~veoe 1OOay,
-, A statement by House of
Representatives' Spokesper­
son, RepEsemeEyiboh(PDP,
Akwalbom maid: "My atten­
bon bas been drawn to state­
ments credited to Kayode
Samuel, Commissioner of In­
formation and Orientation in
Ogun State on a television
programme (KGakald onAl1)
funffing 1heHouse of Repre­
sentatives' resolution on
Ogun State crisis on April 1,
LJJ:1}.
"Let me say that the House

of Representatives stands by

Ogun crisis: Reps insist 0.0 takeover I

hospital.Youshouldknowthat
. we have a system and this sys­
tem is entrusted on us, we
have tomaintain it ifwewant it
to progress without any senti­
ment. The fact is that why is it
that she is the only one who is
being queried.lfwhat shewas
doing was right nobody
shouldhave queriedher.Other
Muslimwomen,who are com­
plying with our rules on hijab,
nobodyqueried themorterrni­
nated their appointment,"
Rafindadi said

in a telephone interview yes­
terday, the Chief Medical Di­
rector of theABUTH, Profes­
sor Abdulmumini Hassan
Rafindadi, said that through­
out the duration of the dis­
agreement he didn't see the
type of Hijab Safiya was us­
ing.
"To me, Idon't have to see

the type ofHijab she was us­
ingbecause her superioroffic­
ers have recommended that
the hijab she was using is
against the dress code of the

-I From Isa Sa'idu, Kano
likeZamfara and Kano are us­
ingwaist length hijabs in both
federal and states' hospitals.
By this I feel if Iam using a
breast length hijab there
shouldn't be a problem be­
cause we are operating under
the same body," Safiya said.
According to Safiya, the

ABUUl's management told
her that they are not ta!kin~
about national laws they are
only interested in what the
hospital wants its staff to do.
"It is from that episode that

they sent me a letter advising
me to change to neck length
Hijab in my own interest.De­
spite that Imaintained my
breast length hijab while they
kept on pestering me.
Later on they sent me an­

other letter on 28th of March,
2009 that my services in the
hospitalareno longerrequired
That was what they said. the
reason forthe terminationwas
riotmentioned," Safiyya said

Safiyyadenied that a query
was sent to her before the ter­
mination of her appointment.
She also denied that some
Muslim leaders were used to
convince her to revert to the
neck lengthhijabasclaimedby
theABlTfH management
She said that Malam

MustafalsaQasim, Chieflmam
of the ABU central mosque,
had advised.the management
of the hospital not to take any
action against her as the hijab
she was using is not against
the nursing profession and the
laws of the university in gen­
eral
Reacting to Safiya's claims

femalenursewho was
sackedby theAlunadu
ello University

TeachingHospital's(ABUTII)
management ~rverwearing of
hijab yesterday said the veil
she used did not contravene
any nursing dress code,
Speaking exclusively to

Daily Trust,Safiya 0Alunad
said the hijab she wore was
breast length, the type ap­
proved by the National Coun­
cil of Nursing and Midwifery
ofNigeria forMuslim women
nurses.
"I received my letter of ap­

pointment on December 14,
2008 and I assumed duty on
2nd of January, 2009. Iwas
trained at theAB1JTH School
ofNursing andIknow the type
of uniform they use. When J
was a student, Iused a breast
length Hijab and when I as­
sumed duty as a staff;1main­
tamed mybreast lengthHijab.

"The day I assumed duty,
the Chief Nursing Officer of
ABUTH toldme thatmy hijab
was too long, that 1should re-
ert10the neck length hijab. J

told her that this was the hijab
I\\I3S using since Iwas a stu­
dent, in fact I told her that the
breast length hijab was ap­
prov ed b~ ational Nursing
and Midwifery Council," she
said. .
According to Safiya that

was the beginning of her
trouble as the matter went up
to the top management level
"hich later warnedherverbally
and in writing that she should
reverttothenecklength hijab.
"In order to make them un­

derstand that what I am wear­
ing is neither against the rules
of ABUUI nor our national
body, I cited the examples of
other federal hospitals that al-
19wtheir nursing staff towear
longerbiiabstbanmine. States

I didn't contravene dress code
-Sacked AB UTH nurse

Daily Trust,



that the equipment used to
measure is accurate to certify
that you are transferring, for
example, 100 million barrels
exactly,nothingmore, nothing
less.Thiswill effectivelycheck
fraud. The equipments used
today are not verified by
weights and measures."
Eng. Sani said the purpose

of the meeting was to now
establisha credibleand reliable
legalmetrology infrastructure
inNigeria as it obtains in other
countries and, principally, to
introduce new table of fees to
generatethe at leastN30 billion
annually for the federation
account as prescribed by the
extant laws of the Federation.
It is also to ensure that all

trade practices and.
measurements of custody
transfer of goods and services
in all sectors of the economy,
especially the Oil and Gas,
Power / Ene' r gy ,
Communication, Water and
Agriculture sectors are
accurate, fair and legal.

1

The Federal
Government
yesterday announced contained in the 7-Point

the names of members of the Agenda, the Federal
PoliceReformImplementation Government has concluded
Committee to be headed by plans ,to kick-start the
the Minister of Police Affairs, implementation process of the
DrIbrahimYakubuLame. reform of the Nigeria Police
The Chief Press Secretary Force,with the inaugurationof

to theMinister,JamesOdaudu a National Implementation
said in Abuja that the 14 Committee billed for
member National Thursday," he said.
Implementation Committee The responsibilities of the
which consists of the Committee are co-ordinating
representatives of the Police the implementation of the ,
Force, the human rights and Government White Paper on i
CivilSocietyGroupsaswell as MD. YusufCommittee report From left: DBA Relationship Director, North, Reginald Ihebuzor; General.Manager, Euritma Building of Hungary,
the 6geo-politicalregionswill on the Reform of the Nigeria Istvan Fritz; UBA Regional Director, North, Ibrahim Puri; and Technical' Director, Euritma Building Istvan Bereiz
be inaugurated on Thursday. PoliceForce. '."duri~a Hungary bu~!ness delegation vis!tto Nigeria in Abuja yesterday. ..Pic: Felix Om_'g_!Jind~
He said the Committee will He said, "The Committee .

also have the Inspector- will be chargedwith settingup ""el·ghts and measures. 'may earn NigeriaGeneralofPolice, Chairmanof and monitoring appropriate ~,. I
thePoliceServiceCommission sub-committees to handle
and a representative of the such aspects of the reform as crnment needs to N30 billion annually'
National Human Rights Training and Capacity 'orce the weights .
Commission asmembc.s. Building, Equipment and 1 measures laws of r'''~~''''-_--''-'--''''~

Other me' ~ers Logistics, Welfare and :illOIl rland gas exports to ! ByUthmanAbubakar . i CommerceMinistrytoperform
representing the six geo- Administration and others terate at least N30 billion . perrormfuedu'ty:- - i its statutory functions.
political zones of t..e country deemed necessary for the revenues for the federation He said the ministry was, He said sincethen,however,
are;AlhajiMoharrunedShaba successful implementation of account annually, "Eng. however, unable to perform due to alleged political
Lafiagi (North-Central),Kabir the reform agenda. . Yabagi Yusuf Sani, a this duty due to shortage intrigues, the division has not
"Iuraki, SAN (North-West), The Committee which will consultant to government in funds and the Department of been able to perform the duty,
Retired Deputy Inspector liaise with the Ministry of this respect has said. Petroleum Resources of the leaving only and the DPR to
GeneralofPolice,Mohamined Police Affairs, the Police Eng. Yabagi Yusuf Sani, NNPC usurped the duty, do it.
Dan Madami (North-East), Service (',,~ 'T\;<;sionand the Chief Executive Officer of performing it with a process "We are bringing up the
Retired Assistant Inspector Niver ,-"ice Force to NigercotoldDaily Trust after that allegedlycreatedroom for issue and stressing the need
General of Police, Sunday r me implementation the firm's meeting with the alleged large-scalefraud to the for the enforcement of the law
Aghedo (South-South), Bisi .nne, is alsoexpectedto MinisterofStateforCommerce detriment of the country. as contained in theAct due to
Alamu (South West), an .olish time-lines for the that the money to be realized Consequently, in 2000, the the ragingcall fortransparency
GoddyNwokeji (South-Eas .arious activities and aspects would cushion the effect of then administration of the and accountability, especially

He said Professor Id. ,j of the reform." the current economic former President Olusegun in the oil and gas sector, most
Abdulkadir, Professor Femi Other responsibilities of the meltdown on the country. Obasanjo contracted Nigerco especially as it affects the
Odekunle and Architect Committee include the The Weights andMeasures Nigeria Ltd, in conjunction crude oil and gas export."
Ibrahim Bunu would serve as invitationand co-ordinationof Act of 1990 spelt out the need with two other foreign firms, "You have agenci es

imbers while the Permanent International Development for all oil and gas exports SAABROSEMOUNTTANK workingatilieexporttenninais.
cr;~ of the Ministry of Partners for the weights and measurements to CONTROL of Sweden and One of those agencies
lice Affairs, Dr Ezekiel implementation of the reform, be verified and appropriately National Weights and critically important isWeights

Oyemomiwill be theSecretary establishment of actual cosh sealed with fees charged to Measures Laboratory of UK and Measures. Today, this
of the Committee. for the implementation of the generate revenue for the to develop a legal metrology agency is not operating in the
. "In line with President reform, prioritising and federation account.AWeights infrastructure for verification Nigerian export terminals," he
Umaru Musa Yar'Adua's allocating budgeted funds in and Measures Department ofweights andmeasures inthe observed,saying,"Metrology
desire on the' implementation ~cordance with agreed time- i was created under the Federal country to enable theWeights device should be introduced
=o~fg""o"-'v'-"e:=.:m""m""e""n~t-"p"-'ro'-"gramm==""e"'-s=as"___'l..m""e""s,~ __J;'--"M~i"'n"'is"-'t"-ry'___"o'-"f-'C""-"'om~m""e""r,_,.c'-"e-'t""o'--_::an=d-",M:.-:e.::;as=ur::_::e:::s..::D""i:..:_v=is:o,:io:::n:_:o:_:f:..:th:,::e:o___in_theoilandgasterminalsuch

days in the region with the
hope of seeing the problems
in the area themselves.

solving the crisis in the Niger "Our duty there is to look
Delta region, the House of at PTDF, onshore and
Representatives Ad hoc offshore fields, NDDC,
Committee on Niger Delta is various multinationals
set to meet with over 500 operating in the Niger Delta
militant groups. and take a look at their

Chairman of the yesterday Memorandum of
that the Committee would in Understanding.
the firstweekofMay meetwith "We are also going to look
the militant groups among at environmental degradation,
other stakeholders in the poverty level and ecological
region. funds" , he said.
"In our schedule, we have He said the intervention of

over 1000militantgroupsinthe theHouse was to complement
region but we plan to visit at the efforts of the executive in
least half of them as well as the region and see how
other stakeholders during our legislation would be used to
meetingwithpeopleofthe area solve the problems of the area
soon." , he said. "This is the very first time a
Ningi (pDP-Bauchi)saidthe committee of this nature is

, committee at its meeting had coming from National
! agreed to spend 27 working Assembly apart from one set
1.. _·----_ .. _--_ .. ·· .. ····· _-_ ··_--_ .. ···· .. ·· .. ·· · - - .. - -- - ..

up by the executive and the
sectional one being
introduced." he added.
Ningi, who is also the

Chairman, House of
RepresentativesCommitteeon
Police Affairs, said the
committee had made
necessary security
arrangements for their visit to
the region.
"It is sad that Niger Delta

Ad-hoc Committee, which
came into being since Oct.
2008, couldnot go further than
receivingmemoranda fromthe
public. I think the issue of the
region ismore seriousthanthe
constitutional review which
money has been budgeted",
he added.

On the amnesty granted to
the militant groups in the
region, Ningi said the
President was right to extend

A s part of its
interventionist
efforts towards

i-"
I Reps C'ttee to meet 500
militant groups in Nt Delta

it as the federal government
hasbeenblackmailedforavery
longtime.
"It speaks volume of the

President's belief in the rule
oflaw. Itshowsgovernment's
magnanimity. I have been
saying it that there is no
military solution to the
problems in the region, except.
you get across to them",! he
stressed.
Ningi saidthat the President

was right in granting the
amnesty and should,
therefore,be encouraged inthe
overall interest of peace and
stability.
NAN reports that Speaker,

Dimeji Bankole in Oct. 2008
created a 25- member ad hoc
committee on Niger Delta to
find a lasting solution to
myriadofproblems inthe area
(NAN)

I

....
-.

By Misbahu Bashir

Police reform: FG raises _
implementation c'ttee

r F~~;H;-~san Ka~~fi-&-J;afar j;;f~~~Kano : i
..-.- -- -r+r-..· ·- --..-- --..-- ---- - - ..- - -...............I

I(jabo Air Limited has launched direct flights from i
Kano to Jeddah and Dubai with a view to catering i
for the growing number of passengers on the Kano i

route, Speaking to newsmen during the launch, the director
of Flight Operations Captain Joseph P.Machimu said they
procured a 2IS-passenger carrier for the routes.
Captain Machirnu said the Kano to Dubai flight will begin

on Friday this week, while that of Kano to Jeddah will
commence on Thursday.
He said Kabo is offering the first class cabin as business

class so that passengers, who are mainly business
travellers-will enjoy the luxury of the first class at a lower
cost.
According to him, the company has acquired a Boejgg

767 for the operations, which he said was no mean a
milestone for Kabo Air.
He said the company ·has made adequate plans for the

operation, over five years of rigorous preparation before
the launch. ,
Captain Machirnu said the air fare is pegged at N112,000

for a return ticket so that the passengers will have a quality
service at a lower rate.
He said Kabo Air has now reduced the stress for Kano

and other states' passengers who hitherto have to travel
to Lagos to catch Dubai-bound flights.
He said the Boeing 767 is a midrange plane which they

'intend to use for six months and that they may increase the
flight capacity with increased passengers volume.
Also speaking, the managing director of Golden Season

Travelling Agency, Alhaji Aminu YusufBako said the most­
sought after flight has come to their doorstep, saying the
passengers who had to go to Lagos to travel to Dubai have
now got a direct flight to their business destinations.

KaboAir launches
Kano-Dubai directflight
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Ikt~Elcw(~re]ma,du.the senate.leader,
conesnes wh~trO?p~j,:to the hospital.

pre-action notice. The coun- disrespect to Council. For ex­
cit considered two candidates - ample, sh refused t with­
and appointed one of them as draw her court action despite
actingvc." awritten directive fromCoun-

According to the Uniben cil to do so.
Pro-Chancellor, "Gbenidion Council would not con­
showed gross disrespect to done her gross disrespect
the Council by travelling to because it could lead to chaos
Abuja on the day Council was at Uniben. The university's
meeting and handed the uni- Registrar and one other pro­
versity over to the University fessor have been on suspen­
Librarian. She also made no sion for two years for similar
arrangements for that day's offences, and ProfGbenidion
Council meeting, even was chairman of the commit-

. though she knew it was tee that recommended their
scheduled. She then went to suspension ..We cannot have
the Ministry of Education in one rule for others and an­
Abuja, after which theMinis- other rule for her."
ter summoned the Council Prof Jibo also said the
chairman. . council had fully briefed the

Iwent andbriefedthemin- Sultan of Sokoto Muha­
ister that she was suspended mmadu Sa'ad Abubakar
and would face more severe about the case in his capacity
action for showing persistent asUniben's Chancellor.

l1e purported appoint­
ment of Professor
Uche Gbenidion by

President Umaru Yar'aduaas
actingvice-Chancellor of the
University of Benin is com­
pletely false and has no foun­
dation whatsoever, Uniben's
Pro-Chancellor andChairman
of theGoverning Council Pr0-
fessor Mvendaga Jibo said
yesterday. He was reacting to
a story published in yeste­
rday's Daily Trust.

Prof Jibo said "On the
contrary, Prof Uche Gben­
idion was suspended from
office as the acting vice chan­
cellorby theGoverningCoun­
cil at its meeting of April 6,
2009 for gross misconduct.

Rather than carry out the
council's instruction to con­
vene a Senatemeeting to elect

UNIBEN couneil.disowns Prof Gbenidion

~
position which resulted in the humiliating defeat of the better'
equipped military.

"Three naval ratings were killed and four abducted. Two
fully imned gunboats were also seized and stripped of all its
military hardware," MEND said in a statement by its spokes­
man Jomo Gbomo.

Attacks on industry facilities by militants or saboteurs
seeking to steal crude oil are :frequentin the creeks of theNiger
Delta. But direct confrontation with the military has been rela­
tively rare in recent months.

Presiderit Umaru Yar' adua said 10days ago he was ready
to grant amnesty to gunmen in the Niger Delta if they agreed
to lay down their weapons but also said security chiefs would
meet soon to work out "new rules of engagement" for the
region.

MEND has rejected Yar'adua's offer of amnesty.
"The outcome of this incident can clearly give an insight

into what a bigger battle will turn out to be like when the
military launches its much talked about invasion," it said:

Abubakar wamed "armed hoodlums" against any further
attacks on its locations, saying the military had resolved to
carry out a "decisive and appropriate" response and urging
them to accept the "olive branch" being handed to them by
the government.

Continuedfrom Page 1
men that the militants took the security personnel unawares
as they carried out the attack under heavy rain storm. The
activist said during the attack, two Naval personnel allegedly
shot dead were flown out of the area in a helicopter while the
militants took captive about four naval personnel with some
marine staff in the houseboat they were guarding, NAN news
agency reported.

Shell spokesman Precious Okolobo said there was no dam­
age to oil facilities or any impact on production but said he
had no further details, according to Reuters news agency.

"The attack was jointly carried out by (militant leaders)
Kitikata and Fara Dagogo, it was however foiled, regrettably
and in the process of defending the facility, one naval rating
was killed, two sustained minor injuries and four Shell speed­
boats were carted away by the miscreants," Abubakar said in
a statement.

The Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta
(MEND) said it was not involved in the attack but put the .
death toll higher, saying three sailorswere killed, four abducted
and two navy gunboats seized.

"At about 0300 hours today, April 13, 2009, the Nigerian
military opened fire on some youths in the Nembe Creeks in
Bayelsa State who then regrouped and attacked the military

GUDIneD,Navy clash inNlDelta

a motorcycle rider crossed
the road, and in an attempt
to avoid him, the two buses
had head-on collision.

One of the buses was
coming from the South,'
while the other was coming
from the North; he said. The
remains of the dead were
taken to different hospitals
in Jebba.

an acting VC as directed by
the Federal Ministry of Edu­
cation,' she instead sued the
Senate and Council and de­
ceived the Senate-thatshe had
obtained a court injunction
restraining the Senate from
holding a meeting."

He added, "When mem­
bers of Senate insisted on .
seeing the injunction, what
she presented to them was no
injunction, but copies of the
papers she filed in court. So
Senate went ahead and con­
ducted an election for acting
VC.When Council met, it de­
cided to play safe and sus­
pended her for gross miscon­
duct for suing the university
without giving the 30 days

ByAbdulkadir Badsha
. Mukhtar

Also on Sunday, many
people died in a separate
accident involving two pas­
senger buses and a motor­
cycle at Kanbi along Bode
Sa'adu-Jebba road in Kwara
State.

An eyewitness, who re­
ported the incident to news­
men in Ilorin yesterday, said
the accident occurred when

yard in Funtua, while the re­
maining dead persons were
buried at Dandume.

Muhammadu Bashiru,
one of the family members
who spoke to Daily Trust by
telephone, said 10 family
members including six
women and four children
were buried at Danmaiyaki
graveyard in Dandume.

Continuedfrom Page 1
my daughter and my injured
mother. I fainted there and
was taken to the hospital
along with them," Kafmta
said. He said 10 survivors
were hospitalised at the
Funtua General Hospital. ~

The wife, daughter and
a sister ofKafinta were bur­
ied at Tudun Malamai grave-

Family of13 perishPassenger lands plane
·inUS after pilot dies
Doug Whife'and his family had just enjoyed a smooth

takeoff and were ascending through the clouds
when the pilot guiding their twin-engine plane tilted

his head back and made a guttural sound.
The retired jet pilot, Joe Cabuk, was unconscious. And

though White had his pilot's license, he had never flown a
plane as large as this. "I need help. I need a King Air pilot to
talk to. We're in trouble," he radioed ..

Then he turned to his wife and two daughters, ages 16
and 18: "You all start praying hard." Behind him, his wife
trembled. Sixteen-year-old Bailey cried. Eighteen-year-old
Maggie threw up.

White, 56, landed the plane on his own about 30 min­
utes later, coaxed through the harrowing ordeal by air traf­
fic controllers who described exactly how to bring the air­
craft to safety. The pilot died, but White somehow man-
aged.' .

White had logged about 150 hours recently flying a
single-engine Cessna 172 but had no experience flying the
faster, larger King Air. He declared an emergency to air traf­
fic controllers - White already knew how to use the radio.
On Sunday afternoon, he got his first lesson landing the
larger craft.

They were on th~ir way home from Marco Island, where
they'd traveled after his brother died from a heart attack the
week before. White owns the King Air plane and leases it
out through his company, Archibald, La.-based White
Equipment Leasing LLC.

White got his pilot's license in 1990, but said 18 years
had passed since lie recently started flying again.

White had his wife try to remove the pilot from his seat
- afraid that he'd slump down and hit the controls.

But the space was too small. His wife couldn't remove
him. They strapped him back in.

White knew they were supposed to stop at 10,000 feet
altitude, but he watched as they continued their ascen ,
thousands of feet higher than they were supposed to be
traveling. Flying the Cessna, White said he's never gone
higher than 7,000 feet. .

White tried to stay calm and listen to the air traffic con­
trollers as they relayed instructions.

"It was a focused fear," he said. "And I was in some
kind ofa zone thatI can't explain." - __

One of the air traffic controllers called a friend in Con­
necticut certified in flying the King Air. He got out his flight
checklists, manuals and cockpit layout sheets and issued

• instructions to the controller. The controller relayed the
process to White thousands of feet above.

At one point, White said he tried putting the autopilot
back on, but it steered the plane north, as the Cabuk had
programmed in the flight's destination in Jackson, Miss.
Flying by hand, White navigated the plane through the
descent and safely landed shortly after 2 p.m. in Fort Myers.

Fire trucks and EMTs were waiting on ground. White
said they tried for about 30 minutes to revive Cabuk, the
pilot.

He didn't survive. The medical examiner's office has
not yet determined his cause of death.

A day after the ordeal, White said he could never have
done it without the help of the air traffic controllers. "Heart­
felt thanks," he said. "They don't make near enough money,
don't get near enough respect for what they do."
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Peacekeeping: Nigerian.military chiefs,UN officials
ChiefofDefence.staff •

(CDS),Air~fMar- meet In New York
.He.said the-festival ex-" shal Paul Dike and
d h Chi f fArm S ff(COAS) Dike and Danbazau are due ceded by a courtesy call onpose t e younger genera- e 0 y ta 'to arrive in New York on

tionto the rich cultural heri- Lt. Gen. Abdulrahman the Nigeria's Permanent
D b '11 Th d Wednesday on a three-day Representative to the UN,
an azau, WI on urs ay official visit to the UN head-

in New York hold talks with Joy Ogwu on April 16.
senior UN officials on qU~~~~'ria's Defence Ad- Obasa said the military
Nigeria's peacekeeping op- viser at the UN, Maj.-Gen.' chiefs, "will later in the day
erations. Taiwo Obasa, told NAN yes- hold a meeting with UN Un­

The UN correspondent terday in New York that the der Secretary-General for
of the News Agency. of Ni- visit by the high military Peacekeeping Operations,
geria (NAN) reports that command would be pre- AlainLe Roy, and with other

---,::-;:;:::;=-~-:-;;~~~~~~~~_:__~__:_~~---:::-~~~~~~~~~~~_:_:__I officials of the department of

Cleric cautions against hoa-rding pea~::dd~: :~r;~~o~~'sA] Islamic sschholfafr, r--- ByMiiideenolaiiiYi--1 must be known by the two and COAS would also meet
staz a e i i parties. with Sussana Malcorra, the

Ba.dmos yes~erday of agents .inorder to achieve . According to him, "it is UN Under Secretary-General
spoke against hoarding of excess gams are among prac- also noteworthy that the for the Department of Field
prod~cts especially fo~d- tises forbidden by islam. product to be sold must be .Operations (DFS) same day.
s~f m o~der to create artifi- He pointed out that Al- beneficialto the buyer.All the The defence official said
~lal~carcltytherebypr?mpt- ~ah de~ests any transaction conditions in buying and that Dike and Danbazau
mg increase m .the p~ce of ~volvmg the sale of alcohol, selling are set out to avoid would later hold discussions
such .commodities m the plg and dead m:nmalsamong cheating because Islam with UN Military
market. others stressing that any hates any forms of cheating Adviser, Lt.-Gen. Chikadibia

Ustaz Badmos made the trading activity must be and fraudulent acts Obiakor, as well as with Ni-
appeal while delivering a lee- based on pure items. H ki k d "" t a si gerian military officers on

'B' d S lin . e c e agams a situ- d h Uture on uymg an el g The clenc added that ti h b 1 secon ment to teN
in Islam' at a four-day semi- buyers and sellers must have a on w. e~~~op edsave peacekeeping and field op-
nar organised by the mutual agreement and must mone~ in 10 .or er to erations departments.
Orgat;tisation of Tadamunul ensure that they deal with e~rnhmtere~ts notl.ng that Although the agenda of
Muslimeen (OTM), Federal physical items that can be A l~ permits .bu~mg and the meetings was not made
Capital Territory (FCT) collected immediately, selling but forbids mter~sts. known, NAN gathered that
br~nch. While explaining that the The ~our-d.a~ se~mar . discussions would dwell on
.Sp~aking further,Ustaz items to be sold must belong th~med: Survlvm~ m t~e T!g-::ria'srole in UN peace-

Badmos said arbitrary fixing to the seller as one of the Midst of Global Financial keeping missions, as well as
of prices, fraudulent reduc- necessary conditions in Crisis' ended yesterday with the security and safety of
tion of measurement in trad- buying and selling in Islam, a female programme atNurul Nigerian troops in Sudan's
ing, purchase of stolen items he added that such item' Bayan International Acad- Darfur region.
as well as dubious behaviour prices, quantity and weight emy, Wuse Zone 5, Abuja. Also likely to be dis-

have to distinguish down
there in the Niger Delta,
those who are fighting for
injustice.

"Unfortunately there are
some criminal elements who
are just criminals and who
are taking advantage of it to
gather money," he noted.

According to him, the
Federal Government should
not be talking about am­
nesty rather it should have
serious discussions and re­
arrange how to manage the
affairs of the people.

"If amnesty is another
way of saying let us go and
have serious discussions
and for the review-of-the
situation of the way we
have been managing, okay,
I agree with it.

"But when you' talk
about amnesty like a pardon
for people who have com­
mitted crimes and who have
agreed that they have com­
mitted crimes it could be
counterproductive," he
added.

According'
toOnaiyekan, it will not be a
surprise ifmany Niger Delta
people do not grab the am­
nesty offer with satisfac­
tion.

He said that amnesty
would only make sense for
the criminals who kid­
napped oil workers to come
and collect money and
squander and not disclose
what they had done.

With pessimism, he said
even with the Ministry of
Niger Delta, nothing would
be achieved.

"Don't forget that we al­
ways have the Ministry of
Education and our educa­
tion problem has not been
solved.

" We have the Ministry
~f" - " have not
solved toe power problem,
then you talk of Ministry of
Health and' our hospitals are
still there," he concluded.
(NAN)

provide the "critical logisti­
cal equipment" needed to
empower themission. (NAN)

eral Ban Ki-moon recently
called on member states to

-
cussed is the recent request
by both the UN and U.S. to
Nigeria to contribute soldiers
to peacekeeping mission in
strife-tom. Somalia. -

Nigeria's Gen. Martin
Agwai, is the force com­
mander of the UN-AU Mis­
sion in Darfur (UNAMID),
which is/expected to have
26,000 troops, police and ci­
vilian personnel on full de­
ployment.

Presently, the mission
has about 19,000 peace­
keepers, of which 5,000 are
Nigerian soldiers and police
personnel.

Recently, there have
been concerns at the spate
of attacks on peacekeepers

by rebel forces in
Sudan's Darfur region.

On March 9, four peace­
keepers, including three Ni­
gerians were shot and
wounded while returning to
their base in El Geneina,
West Darfur after a routine
patrol.

The mission has so far
lost 14personnel in separate
attacks by rebel f"rces.

The lThJ Q<>,

bishop of Abuja,yesterday
called for "the creation of
new id~as and new ways of
looking at things" in an ef­
fort to resolve the Niger
Delta problem.

"You- cannot deal with
Niger Delta if you cannot
deal with the state of affairs
in the area," he said.

Onaiyekan said in Abuja
that the grievances of the
Niger Delta people should
be seriously addressed; .
saying amnesty would not
solve the problem in the
area.

" It's only a criminal that
PicNAN enjoys junnesty--Sn, we

MOst Rev. John
Onaiyekan, the
Catholic Arch-

N/Delta problem

Onaiyekan calls
for 'new ideas' on

programmes with economic
potentials to empower their
people. (NAN)

emirate's initiative to look
inwards and develop

ers to emulate the Machina

Women excavating sand for sale.

community. "
he urged the other tradi­

tional and community lead-

products from the area which
means economic empower­
ment of the people in the

and, bilateral relations
among the participating
communities and countries.

Maigari noted that, the
event has economic advan­
tages as "the visiting tour­
ists will buy one or two local

government.
The minister also said,

the festival has also opened
up rooms for investments

tage of the people and con­
tributed to the re-branding
programme of the federal

cols."

organising the festival,
which he said "fosters unity
and investment opportuni­
ties among African countries
in the spirit of the ECOWAS
and African Union proto-

lhajj Maigari Jibrin,
minister of state for
oreign affairs has

said the-federal government
has concluded arrange­
ments to evacuate Nigerians
who lost their jobs and are
stranded in India.

The minister told news­
men in Machina in Yobe on
Sunday that, "many Nigeri­
ans have registered with the
mission in New Delhi, indi­
cating their interest to come
back home.

"We are working assidu­
ously, in conformity with Mr.
President's seven point
agenda, to create jobs and
opportunities to Nigerians
including those coming
back home," he added.

Jibrin was in the border
town of Machina to attend
the international cultural fes­
tival organised by the
Machina Emirate Council
which attracted participants
from some
neighbouring countries and
tourists from across the
world.

The minister com­
mended the emirate for
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Katsina to provide primary Install Uke of'Takum
schools with computers now, says leader

L~~!:~~YE:J:~£~Z~~jr~~'r he l~~·~::~~~:~~~~:::~:~~:~:--~~~~~-;~~~~;
EducationBoard(SUBEB),says. Kuki stated this at the opening Kuteb people in worsen the situation.
of a meeting of Sararin Kuka Primary School Old Boys' Jos, Dr. NuhuAnde Lamenting the number of
Association on Monday in Katsina. . Yaba, has called on lives -and property that
He said some primary schools had started enjoying the President Umaru havebeenlostinTakumand

computer facilities, adding that by 2010 all primary schools Yar'adua to ensure that a the surrounding villages
would be provided with computers. He said the decision to paramount ruler is due to the crisis, Dr. Yaba
provide computers to primary schools was part of the state installed for the Kuteb said government should not
govemment's commitmenttowardpromoting computer literacy. people of Takum- in hesitate in giving the- stool
Kuki said the state government had paid N480 million Taraba State after about to a Kuteb son as according

counterpart fund to the National Universal Basic Education 12 years since the last to him, "smuggling in
Comrnission.Kuki, who said the statehad more than 1.2million one died. somebody outside Kuteb
pupilsinprimaryschools,calledforcollaborativeeffortswith Dr. Ande Yaba who would add fuel to the fire."
the private sector to provide sound and qualitative education spoke with journalists in Dr. Yaba said he was
in the state. He commended the Sararin Kuka PrimarySchool Jos, attributed the lack of happy that virtually
Old Boys' Association for executing meaningful projects in development in Takum everywhere in the country
the schools. The chairman of the association, Alhaji Adarnu land to the crisis over the where mistakes had been
Bako said the association had renovated the school's facilities. selection of the next Uke made in appointing
AboutN900,000 was realised at an appeal fund launch during of Takum, but advised inappropriate people to
the meeting attended by dignitaries that included the former government not to be mount the throne had been
Managing Director of theNews Agency of theNigeria, Malam misled into delaying corrected, saying Tak~m
WadaMaida. (NAN) action on the matter, should not be different.

to explain what went wrong,
disclosed that most families
of the victims were still
devastated by the incident.

"Even though we as
mortals 'don't understand,
God does. He has given, He
has taken and we praise Him
for that," he said.

Also in his response,
chairman of the burial
committee and one of the
remaining five officials of the
community, Dr. Edwards
Okwori noted that what
happened though highly
regrettable, was the will of
God which every man should
submit to.
He thanked the Senate

President for the visit and
pledged the group's
unalloyed support to Senator
Mark to ensure he succeeds
in all his endeavours.

die in that accident
however urged the five
surviving officials of the
group to be encouraged
and take the loss in good
faith .'

In his response, the
Catholic Bishop of
Makurdiexplainedthathe
was at a celebration within
Makurdi that fateful day
when someone hinted him
of the tragedy pointing out
that one of the women who
died in the accident was on
her way to mass with her
husband that morning
when she received a call to
join them on that trip.

Dr. Usuh who
commended the Senate
president for the
condolence visit
maintained that though it
was difficult for inymortal

From Hir Joseph, I
MakurdifIIJ i

'----------
Lordship, Rt. Dr. Athanisius
U suh and the remaining
executive members of the SS
Peter and Paul Idoma
Community in Makurdi at the
weekend.

Represented by his Chief
of Staff, Chief Agbo Ogah, the
Senate President,
commiserated with the
Catholic Bishop, government
and people of the state over
the incident and urged them
not to be downcast but be
assured that the deceased
members are resting in the
bosom of the Lord.

He stated that though it
was difficult for anyone to
understand why God allowed
the victims whom he noted
were on a worthy mission, to

S enate President,
David Mark has
donated NlJ million

to facilitate the burial of
members of the Saints Peter
and Paul Idoma Catholic
Community who lost their
lives in a ghastly motor
accident on Palm Sunday
in Makurdi recently.
Senator Mark who
expressed sadness over
the tragedy which took
place at a time Christian
faithful all over the world
were celebrating the death
and resurrection of Jesus
Christ also promised to
give scholarship to one
child from each of the
victims' families.
Mark made this promise

through an aide during a
visit to the Catholic Bishop
of Makurdi Diocese, His

Mark pledges scholarships to
families ofMakurdi crash victims

-------------------- -------_.__ .__._-_._-_._-------------_.P.icknickers enjoying themselves at the Bar-beach inLagos yesterday.

_______________ P_age--__?_



enabling environment for it
to survive.There are fourof
them that we are talking to
rightnow,willingtojoin.We
have the ability to ensure
that they all work together
in delivering a good
transportation system for
Lagos,whitewe serveas the
meltingpoint,..he said.

He noted that the
transportation strategy of
the state was a reflection of
the society,assuringthat the
agency would continue to
operate a system that meets
the best practices "in the
world.(NAN)

however said that the
process of removingthe old
buses,whichhasbecomean
eyesore on Lagos roads,
would be in phases.

"Again, you have to do
it in a systematicway, that
will allowthisthingtowork,
you don't want to force
75,000 operators out of job
like that," he added.For the
state to meet the target,
Mobereola said that the
agency was already
partnering with the private
sectortoput inplace its own
.transport scheme, while
providing the platform and

number of buses under the
supervision of LAMATA
currently stood at 755, a
figure . he said was
insignificant to replace the
danfo buses. Mobereola
said that an average of
seven million people move
onLagosroadsper day,with
the projection expected to
hit12millionby2015,making
the transportationsystemto
becomea seriouschallenge.

"Even if we put 6,000
buses on the roads today,
the road will still be jam­
packed," he added

The LAMATA boss

W ith more than
75000'molue'and
'd~nfo' buses

plying Lagos roads, the
Lagos Metropolitan Area
Transportation Authority
(LAMATA)says it will be a
herculean task to phase
them out. Weighing the
enormityof such ambitious
plan,theManagingDirector
of LAMATA, Dr Dayo
Mobereola, said yesterday
that the state would require
6,000 new buses to
accomplishsuch feat.

He told newsmen at an
interactive session that the

Why we can't phase out 'Molue' on Lagos roads -LAMATA

special people in the
communitybecauseof their
positions cannot take us
anywhere", Rev Ransom
Bellosaid.

He added that for any
nation to achieveanything,
theplaceof sacrificecannot
be overemphasized,
maintaining that the
success story of Jesus
Christ was his courage to
givehislifeforotherstolive.
According to Rev Bello,
"Easter time is a time for
celebration,it is a day Jesus
Christ was arrested and
crucified, it is supposed to
be a bad news,but it turned
out to be good news
because the effect of what
happened thousands of
years ago is what produced

~assaD AKarof"J.,Kanol
out that such measures
remained a basis for any
group or nation to survive.

TheViceChairman said
what Nigeria needs at this
time of nationhood is a
visionary leader that has the
courage to promote truth in
governance, adding that he
must be seen to stand by
truthall the time.

"Our present
government needs courage
to promote truth in
governance, they need to
stand for the truth, and if
there are things that are
being investigated they
should allow things to take
shape, trying to bury the
truth or tryingto spare some

T he Christian
Association of
Nigeria (CAN) in

Kano State has asked the
Federal Government to
prosecute former corrupt
leaders and shun pressures
to interfere in on-going
investigationsagainst some
of them. Briefingnewsmen
on activities marking the
Easter celebration in Kano,
CAN Vice Chairman, Rev.
RansomBellosaidany form
of interference in the
ongoing corruption
investigation would not
servea betterpurpose in the
quest for true nationhood.

He stated that Nigeria
needs sacrificeat everylevel
of developmenttobe able to
achieveherdreams,pointing

Hoodlums attack worshippers atE aster celebration
Christians celebrating FromAyegbalsrael Ebije, Officer,NigerStatecommand, charge of operations and

the Easter in Gwada Minna ASP Richard Adamu metropoliswere organizing
area of Niger State churchmusical instruments Oguchetoldourreporterthat the law enforcement

Wereyesterdayattackedby a and furniture. Though no a detachment of mobile agencies there to maintain
group of hoodlums. reason was given for the policemen had been sent to peace.

The hoodlums who attack,manybelievethemob the place to restore law and Against wide spread
brandished different was out to stopthe religious order, adding that hostilities rumours that ~hurcheswere
weapons attacked the processionfromtakingplace of any form had ceased burnt, thepolice sl'okes_ml!D
unprepared wo~shipers, a_~..!h_eyJett.J®.preUUlJeiiof fQlJow}n.~presew:e-o€his said-nutti!ng·of such ~ad

1-00~11Hg·<WH wuunding thenl.the church as soon as the men. He said to ensure that happenedmthearea,adding
The attackers destroyed worshippers dispersed. sanity was fully restored in that it did not gobeyond the
everything they could lay Confirming the report, the the area, two assistant skirmish at the church
their hands upon, including Police Public Relations commissioners of police in premises.

CAN demands prosecution of corrupt leaders
Christianitytoday".

He called on the
governmentto diversify the
economy to meet the
economic challenges of the
modem world, adding that
investment in other
unexploredsectorswouldno
doubt revive the economy.

"The only panacea is to
diversify the nation 's
economy,we shouldnot put
all our eggs in one basket
becausetime isno longeron
our side to rely solely on
revenuefromoil",Bellosaid.

He then stressed that
Nigeriashouldbere-focused
on agriculture, saying if
government could pay
serious attention to this
sector, the future economy
wouldbe brighter,

An overloaded vehicle spotted alongAbuja-Kaduna highway at the weekend.
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Director General, AVM
MuhammadAudu-Bida (rtd)
said, with effective collabo­
ration with other stakehold­
ers, early warnings can be
provided on potentials or
actual disasters like flood,
earthquakes, and erosion.

He said this is to enable

T he National Emer­
gency Management
Agency (NEMA) has

said it is supporting the es­
tablishment of an effective
early warning system in the
country to forecast hazards
and issue alerts before any
disaster occurs.

Speaking at the induc­
tion course for the agency's
newly recruited officers, the

NEMA plans early warning system against disaster
I ByAb~u:..~Badsha I strength, which was one of

the identified areas of need
as approved by its Govern­
ing Council.

He therefore, chal­
lenged the new staff to
brace up to contribute to­
wards the realization of the
agency's mandates through
being committed to as­
signed duties and respon­
sibilities.

..

with relevant ministries and
agencies are working to en­
sure the workability of a
system that would be use­
ful for effective and timely
dissemination of warning
information to protect lives
of the people.

He said the recent re­
cruitment of 192 new staff
in the agency was aimed at
strengthening the staff

stakeholders and every Ni­
gerian. He added that, there
was no way his agency
could deliver its mandates
on disaster management in
isolation but that it was
doing everything possible
to bring together and coor­
dinate the stakeholders to
achieve the desired goal.

The Director said the
NEMA in collaborations

in an appropriate manner in
order to reduce loss oflives,
injuries, and damage to
properties.

Efficient and effective
management, according to
Bida, can only be achieved
in the country with the sup­
port and cooperation of all

individuals or communities
threatened by such hazards
to act in sufficient time and

IUdughan of Delta state, pub­
licly declared their support
for one Joseph Onajaeme
contesting for NANS Presi­
dency.

"We fully understand
that such palatial supports
are not without handsome
amounts of money, and re­
ally, we have it on good au­
thority that several millions
of naira exchanged hands
between these students­
Governors and their newly­
found student-godson," the
statement said.

fairs. However non students
and intruders including state
governors have infiltrated
their rank in attempts to
dehumanise the once viable
student movement by dab­
bling intoher electoralprocess
like they emasculated them
and other electorates during
the 2007 national and state
elections."

Itsaid that in recent publi­
cation in a national newspa­
per (notDaily Trust)ofApril 9
2009, Governors Oshimole of
Edo state and Emmanuel

the students union to the
body alone.

This plea was contained·
in a statement issued by the
Chainnan,CampaignCommit­
tee of NANS, Comrade
Mohammed Bello and Secre­
tary, Campaign Committee,
Olusegun Balogun both of
AkpanBassey EtukWilliams'
campaign organization.

It states that "NANS is
purely students' association
and squarely for student af-

[ ByNasidiAdamu Yahaya [TIeNationalAssociationf Nigerian Students
(NANS) yesterday

called on governors to desist
from making comments on
students' politics, saying their
involvement is tantamount to
bias.

The students' body is
specifically calling on Gover­
nors Godswills Akpabio,
Emmanuel Uduaghan and
Adams Oshiomhole ofAkwa
Thorn,Delta and Edo states
respectively to leave the af­
fairs of selectingexecutives of

. ,

NANS urges govs to shun students' politics

A driver (right) and a National Union of Road Transport Workers NURTW official (left) arguing over passengers at
Gwagwalada Motor Park inAbuja, yesterday Pic: NAN

........................................__ _

,'Cleric advises Yar'adua on 7-point r~~NSCDC boss tasks rescue
d t I ti fenceCorps,Dr.AdeAbolurin

TI~~~~~~~~~:~~n~~~~~~~~~~==b,_~~~t~~I~~_ I
kamatu Sunna ing, itwould be impossible for _world today: when he received the Corps' ing disasters and as a re-in- Mukhtar

(illWIS), UstazNasiruddeen a leader to achieve any tan- Also speaking at the oc- Rescue Team which under- vigoratedandre-vitalisedDi- .
Hussaini Bayero has advised gible thing in two terms of casion, the Chairman of the went training program on Di- saster Manager in the coun- team to therefore, make sure
President Umaru Musa eight years what he could not Kujebranch of the Izalagroup saster Management in Israel: try in line with its core man- that all hands are on deck in
Yar'adua to make use of the achieve in a term offouryears. and chief Imam of the staff He said there is the need . dates," fighting corruption, in ensur­
opportunity Allah has offered "Every good Muslim quarters' Jum'at mosque, for the Corps team to ensure Dr.Abolurin told the train- ingprotection of life,property,
him by achieving success in should aspire to make better Ustaz Zakariyya Muhammad effective performance of their ing participants to see them- and safety of the citizenry in
at least one out of his use of any opportunity Allah said the celebration of the duty. selves not only as assets to conformitywith Mt President
administration's seven-point makes available to him. This birthday of Prophet Abolurin emphasised that their families but also a valu- Seven Point Agenda.
agenda. presidency is a good oppor- Muhammad had no basis in the ball was now in the court able treasure to the Federal Speaking on behalf of the

Ustaz Nasiruddeen also tunity for Umaru Musa Islam. of the team to prove to gov- GovemmentofNigeria. rescue team, Corps Ezebilo
.advised the Presidenttoresist Yar'adua and he should.not Hesaidtheconceptofcel- ernment and the Nigerian The training according to Uchepromised that themoney
attempts by those urging him allowitto slipoffwithoutmak- e'bration of birthdays was people that the confidence . him is to ensure thatpersonnel expended on them would be
to seek for second term in of- ing use of it." purely Christian which some reposed in them as part of the do not deviate from their core justified through their perfor­
fice, noting that it is not how Ustaz Nasiruddeen said later-day Muslim scholars Corps' drive on training is not mandates and have no room mance, as disaster is an mr
many years a leader stays in there would be many of borrowed and implanted in a waste. for unnecessary complains avoidable occurrence in the
office that matters. r Yar'adua's associates who Islam. "The Corps is expected to and laxity. He also urged the society.

TheMuslimclericgavethe wouldprobablybetellinghim , _L_ -=--- :__ _
advicewhile addressingMus- thata secondterm inofficewill
lim faithful at apublic lecture, offer him opportunity to per­
organized by the FCT branch formwell but that suchpeople
of the Islamic group at Pasali, are interested only in using
inKujeArea Council. the president to remain rel-

TheillWISChairmansaid evant in the corridors' of
Chief Olusegun Obasanjo's power. ,
eight years presidency could .He said the fear of Allah
not achieve half of what Gen- begins when aMuslim avoids
eral Murtala Mohammed six things forbidden byAllah and
month leadership achieved sticks to those He (Allah) en-
for the country. joins him to do.

"President Umaru Accordingtobim,the ram-
Yar'Adua will do well to-try pant acts of disobedience to
and make a great success of, Allah's commands are re­
at least, one out of the seven- sponsible for a lot of misfor-

FG to reposition Naval Dockyard
The M~ster of Tran~~ I By ShehuAbubakar I

portation, Alhaji . .
Ibrahim Bio has ex- The deputy director of

pressed the determination of press and public affairs to the
government to reposition the minister, Mr. Kingsley Agha
Nigerian Naval Dockyard in who was in the minister's en­
Lagos to meet the maritime tourage told Daily Trust in a
requirements in Nigeria and telephone chat thatAlhaji Bio
the West and Central African further stated that with more
sub-regions. effort, Nigeria's status in the

The Minister said that de- International Maritime Orga­
spite the fact that Nigeria is a nization (IMO) will be en­
major maritime operator in hanced as maritime safety is
West and Central Africa, un- of paramount importance
fortunately, there is no repu- within the maritime commu­
tableor recognizedworld class nity.
Dockyard in the country. He He further assured that the
said the present administra- Naval Doekyard will get the
tion is determined to provide urgent attention it deserved as
one. it has the potential to serve

Alhaji Bio said this when the Nigerian Navy as well as
he paid a working visit to the serve other merchant vessels
Naval Dockyard in Lagos as inNigeria's territorialwaters.
part ofhis familiarization tour Speakingearlier,the Com-
ofmaritime facilities. mandant of the Dockyard,

He expressed satisfaction Rear Admiral Salisu
over the execution of the Mohammed had told themin­
memorandum of understand- ister of the untapped poten­
ing between the Nigerian tials of the Dockyard, stating
Navy and the Nigerian Mari- that ifput in proper shape; it
time Administration and has the capacity of taking care
Safety Agency (NIMASA) of service requirements of
especially as regards the safe ships in the sub- region. He
keeping ofNigerian territorial said that the Nigerian Navy
waters; a joint responsibility waspartneringwithNlMASA
for the two organisations. to fight piracy for the benefit

ofNigerians.
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llv leaders in Benue
State on Easter

. Sunday burned
copies of a 508-page book
which chronicled
allegations of theft of the
state's funds by former
governor George Akume,
saying their action marked a
reconciliation within the Tiv
leadership.

National Auditor of the
PDP,Dr. Samuel Ortom and
two leading anti-corruption
crusaders, Senator Joseph

Three persons were
reported dead after he
was shot along with

two others as villagers
fought yesterday in
Koshebe village of Mafa
Local Government Area in
Borno State. The clash was
over an age-long
controversy over land and
grazing reserves dragged on
by the two rival groups.
Our correspondent who

ran into two victims with
gun shots in critical
condition at the accident
and emergency unit of the
University of Maiduguri
Teaching Hospital,
Maiduguri yesterday learnt
that they were attacked by a
rival group a few minutes
after midnight following
disagreements on Saturday
between the two groups.
The gun shot victims
include Ahlan and Umar
Abdul.

Akpabio urges religious leaders to join fight against kidnapping
message to the people. He bandits crucify innocent murderer to be set free at the love and brotherhood. "Let
urged clergymen and women people. expense of the righteous us remember that the real
to preach against the vices of The governor noted that Christ. test oftheAkwa Thornspirit
kidnapping, armed robbery innocent Jesus died through He reminded the people of is not how we handle our
and other immoral acts. He conspiracy of man against AkwaThom to abhor thoughts feelings, but how we
told religious leaders not to man, regretting that the of disunity and imbibe the overcome them and rise
fold their hands and watch multitude preferred a lesson of Easter, which was together to turn our

Hajiyah Maryam L.lbrahim, Vice President oftheAssociation of National Accountants of Nigeria (ANAN) with the
Director General, Nigerian CoUege of Accountancy, Prof. Ambrose Okwoli, during the 3rd convocation ceremony of
the coUege in Kwall, near Jos, recently.

weaknesses into our
strengths," the governor said.
Akpabio urged the people to
relive the Easter lesson in the
suffering, 'death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ.
(NAN)

be substantiated.
But Tsav denied in an

interview with newsmen that
he supplied the materials. The
former Lagos State Police
Commissioner admitted thathe
wrote the forward.
Dr.Ortom who commended

Dabo for championing it
process that would mark an
end to bickering among Tiv
political leaders said the
symbolic burning of the book
was a declaration that Akume
did not loot Benue funds.

Tiv leaders burn book on Akume's allegation

into the land if he was elected
chairman and people voted for
him. When he was elected,
people began to trespass on
the land. Sometimeback, forest
officials came and insisted that
no one goes into the place",
one of the villagers said.
He added that at the time of

speaking to newsmen, he
didn't know the whereabouts
of his wife and children as over
300 people had been displaced.

The villagers who earlier
spoke to daily trust however
said the chairman was
protecting the former
councillor and the aggressors
because of their political
relationship while they (the
villagers) said the chairman
viewed them as political
opponents.

Maina however insisted
that there was nothing political
about the issue, noting that
the disagreement had long
existed.

Three die, two injured in Borno

authored by one "Dr. James
Yatswenga" at the instance
of Dr. Dabo' Adzuana has a
'forward written by another
leading anti-corruption
crusader, Alhaji Abubakar
Tsva.

Dr.Dabo told those who
graced the ceremony that
the decision to bum the
books came from his
discovery that the materials
used for it which were
supplied byAlhaji Tsav had
allegations that could not

promising free access to the
grazing reserve. Maina also
said the former councillor,
one Abdallah, was not
responsible for the clash.

Villagers in one of the
warring groups told our
correspondent that the
disagreement began with
the prevention of villagers
from trespassing on grazing
reserves for hunting or tree
felling.

"Most ofus were going
into the grazing reserve for
various reasons to meet
livelihood before forest
workers stopped us from
entering the place. But
along the line, the current .
chairman ofMafa, Mahmud
Lawan toldpeople duringhis
campaign in 2007 that he
was going to allow people

i.

Waku and Dr. Godwin Dabo'
Adzuana in whose Makurdi
residence the ceremony took
place, expressed optimism that
the burning of the book which
was authored at the instance
of the host would unite Tiv
leaders.
Titled: "How Billions of

Benue Funds were Stolen
During the Akume
Administration", the book

From Hir Joseph,
Makurdi

The chairman, Mafa Local
Government Area, Alhaji
Mahmud Lawan Maina who

, confirmed on telephone that
three persons were killed
however said it was not true
that hundreds of people had
fled the village or were
displaced, maintaining that
normalcy had since retunied as
police were restoring
orderliness. Maina also said
the Criminal Investigation
Department of the state police
command was handling the
matter. He said disagreements
between the villagers had been
on for a long time over land
with each group claiming that
its portion was being
trespassed on. He denied

From Isa Umar Gusau,
Maiduguri

land dispute

-t ,
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Religious leaders in
Akwa Thornhavebeen
charged to join the

fight against armed banditry
and kidnapping in the state.
GovemorGodswillAkpabio

gave the charge in an Easter
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Bayelsa-Delta axis of the region led to drastic
drop in quantum production from 2.3 mbd to
1.7 mbd. This setback in that three-state axis
and the ownership of more oil wells constituted
the natural advantage for the comparatively
peacefufAkwa-Ibom to overtake all other states
in larger quantum production. This state
should, therefore, normally and naturally take
its turn in the office of the managing director of
the commission.

However, the Yar'adua administration
repudiated the rule of law it professes by
breaching the vital terms of the law establishing
NDDC by appointing the chairman of the board
from Rivers, not Bayelsa, and the managing
director from Bayelsa, not Akwa-Ibom when it
reconstituted the board last weekend. This is
not the way to do it right if we must be guided
by the rule oflaw in the way we do our things.

This breach of the Act, which has set a
perilous precedence, not only threatens the
legal order of managing the affairs of the crisis­
ridden region, it could have grave, ripple effects
on oil production.

For every arrangement established for a
group of components of a given entity to serve
the purpose of its establishment for the good
of all, a strict adherence to the terms of the law
establishing it must be upheld on the basis of
equity and other emerging imperatives of justice
among the associating components.

However platitudinous it sounds, this is one
of the most significant facts in the management
of'Nigeria's Niger Delta, which now constitutes
the topmost imperative for the prosperity and
stability of the country's economy.

Let's get things right, please, according to
the rule of law we profess for the peace and
prosperity of our dear country.

VICtorwrites from Uyo, A/OI'Q Ibom State.

Now that the board was dissolved, the next
thing is to see how President Yar' adua will form
the new board to man the affairs of the
commission for the betterment of the region in
particular and the country in general.

One key thing to consider is the maintenance
of justice among the oil-producing states with
regard to levels of participation in the statutory
duties of the board of the commission. The Act
establishing the NDDC right from the onset
clearly spelt out the method of the distribution
of posts on the board, which state gets which
post and at what time as well as the
qualifications for getting the posts accordingly. .

The chairman of the board, according to the
Act is appointed on rotation basis among the
seven states in alphabetical order, while the
managing director comes from the state
producing the largest quantity of oil among
the seven and it goes down over the years to
the state producing the smallest quantity.

At the establishment of the commission,Abia
produced the chairman while Bayelsa, which
was then producing the largest quantity of the
commodity, got the office of the managing
director, serving for two terms until last week's
dissolution of the board.

According to the arrangement established
by the Act, Bayelsa should have a shot at the.
chairmanship while Akwa-Ibom, now
producing the largest quantity of oil, takes its
turn at the office of the managing director.

This is the normal order in strict accordance
with the NDDC Act for the following practical
reasons: Akwa-Ibom, especially considering the
2008 quantum output, has overtaken Rivers,
Bayelsa and Delta because the former Obasanjo
administration had transferred the ownership
of some oil wells from Rivers to Akwa-Ibom,
The heightening restiveness in the Rivers-

By Akpan Victor I
~. __ ._ _._ .._. 1
it existed nearly rose to the level of insurrection.
Destruction of oil facilities, oil bunkering and
kidnappings held sway. This is hardly what
was anticipated when all these development
agencies were set up.

President Umaru Yar'adua must do the right
thing to make things work for the people of the
Niger Delta. The creation of the Ministry for
Niger Delta by his administration may not bring
any difference to the communities unless there
is commitment towards solving the real
problems of the people. While the intention is
noble the goal will come to naught unless the
government ensures effective supervision of
all agencies including the ministry.

The troubles the Niger Delta had (and still
has) been giving the country become too
terrible to be ignored, and the NDDC had to
come afloat as a sure-cure for the problems in
the region.

One of the recent controversies that heated
up the polity about the Niger Delta region is
the dissolution of the board of the NDDC which
attracted attention in the media and other
stakeholders. The contending issues before the
dissolution of the NDDC board include which
state will produce the next chairman of the
commission and whether:Mr. TimiAlaibe should
remain in office as managing director to
complete his four-year tenure till 201 I.

A presidency statement that dissolved the
ND DC board remained silent on the fate ofMr,
Alaibe who was appointed by former President
Obasanjo and was confirmed by the Senate on
May 8, 2007 to complete the tenure of his
predecessor, Mr Emmanuel Aguariavwodo,
who resigned on November 7, after one year
and seven months into his 4-year tenure.

Since the discovery of oil in the Niger Delta
region some 50 years ago and its
subsequent ascendency as the mainstay

of the country's economy between the 1960s
and the 1970s, the region, which now becomes
the goose that lays the golden egg for Nigeria
gradually heated up to boiling point.

The region witnessed the rapid emergence
of youth restiveness and sporadic formations
of militant groups principally agitating for all
considerations and concessions commensurate
with their region's contribution to the country's
economy. The concern is that whatever
happens in the Niger Delta region impacts on
the country positively or negatively.
Inan effort to placate the region derivation rose

from three to 13 percent, additional states were
created by the military regimes, agencies like
OMPADEC ,the precursor of the present Niger
Delta Development Commission (NDDC) were
set up to speed up development in the region. Oil
companies and westem donor agencies poured a
great deal of resources into the region to reduce
environmental degradation and poverty. Butwith
all these, development is barely noticeable due to
the alleged corruption, waste and
mismanagement of resources that goes to the
region from all tiers of government. While
officialdom may be quick to deny all these, it is
difficult to dismiss them with thewave of the hand.

The setting up the NDDC during the
Obasanjo regime was not an easy sail. The
National Assembly had to use its two-third
majority to overcome the President's veto on
issues that had to do with the power and
administration style of the commission. The
question is: has the NDDC succeeded? The
answer to this question may be hard because
while the commission set out to bring succor
to the region, militancy during the same period

G-etti ...g it: right: i... t:he Niger Delt:a.

Public Private Partnership should come in.
Government should spearhead these types of
businesses and not abandon everything to the
private sector. Government has everything to
do with business as against the failed former
notion. Thanks to the global economic
meltdown, we are watching how the United
States and other European countries are taking
over some banks and other strategic industries.

Fifthly, the issue of marketing the products
should not be left to chance. As the farmers are
mobilized to embrace inigation farming and go
back to land, the markets for their products must
be developed. Just imagine the wastage that
happen during the season for tomatoes, pepper,
onions and the like simply because of our
unwillingness to establish agro-allied industries
across the country. Sixthly, they should
reexamine the strategy of using sprinklers for
irrigation. Because of numerous problems, Wy
cannot use sprinklers to irrigate our farms in
those sandy areas where the-sand particles
bloke the system. The experience in Bakolori
(SokotolRirna) and Wudil (HadejiaiJama'are)
should guide us as veritable lessons. And
because the spare parts are imported, it makes
it very expensive to be maintained. They should
devise another strategy of starting the irrigation
schemes from the downstream sector of the
dams rather than from the upper sectors as is
presently done.

Finally, we end by wishing the new boards
well and praying for their success in revitalizing
agriculture through irrigation in this country.
They should please save the country from the
embarrassment of watching irrigation being to
grow maize in the Kano River Project instead of
wheat. Maize as we all know should be planted
during the rain fall. As we are going back to the
old good days of development plans, let the
production of wheat through irrigation be the .
priority of the basins from the North West and
North East parts of the country. The time has
come to do things through the old fashioned
way. We made wheat production a national
priority before in Kano State just twenty years
ago. Please someone should tell Minister Ruma
that the governor and the agric commissioner
who made that possible are still alive and he
can benefit from their wealth of experience.

_______1
irrigated areas. We will. take the Kano River
Project as an example. A project that was started
since the late 1960s with an estimated coverage
area of! 00,000 hectors, it is unbelievable that 40
years later, we have not beenable to cover 22,000
hectors! We are still on phase 1 of the whole
scheme which was earlier estimated to feed the
whole country by 2005.

The boards should implore theAgric Minister
to fimdthemadequately from the 200 billionNaira
special agriculture intervention fund. The future
of Nigeria rests on agriculture and agriculture
squarely rest on irrigation. The hope of our
leaders that started these river basin authorities
is to fight poverty, idleness and illiteracythrough
the irrigation schemes that would make farming
possible throughout the year. Poverty, let it be
stated, has been recognized as a Northern
problem by the leadership oflateAhmadu Bello,
the Sardauna ofSokoto ofblessedmemory since
the 1960s and began to fight it seriously through
inigation fanning.

The 2007 statistics on Nigeria's poverty
levels released by the Bureau of Statistics that
Central Bank Governor Chukwwna Soludo
made popular that highlighted the devastating
extent of poverty in the region that identified
Jigawa State with 90 per cent living below one
United States Dollar per day and Oyo State
with only at 20 per cent level. Thirdly, we urge
that special attention be focused on research
development especially on high yielding crop
varieties. TheAlmighty God has blessed Nigeria
with so much in different sections making
comparative advantage very easy to identify
ranging from rice, maize, wheat, sorghum, yams,
cassava and many varieties of fruits like mango,
orange and the like.

Fourthly, the issue of fisheries development
from the 160 dams should be tackled most
seriously so that in the next few years, Nigeria
would be an exporter of fish. This is where the

agriculture. The first river basin development
authority was the Lake ChadBasin that covered
. at the beginning over 25,000 square kilometers
but has now receded to about 2500 square
kilometers. .

The large chunk of the water has been
dammed somewhere in the Congo Republic
leaving the downstream of the dam in Nigeria
empty causing poverty and misery to our
people in. Borne-State. It was built by the
Northem Nigerian government to provide water
for irrigation having realized since that time we
cannot rely on rain fed agriculture to feed the
growing teeming population. This was followed
by the Bagauda and Tiga dams in Kano State
under lateAlhajiAudu Balm ofblessed memory.
It was not until 1976 that the Federal
Government established 11 river basin
authorities with the primary aim of boosting
agriculture through irrigation farming.

To date,. we have less than 100,000 hectors
under cultivation out of the estimated 500,000
hectors planned for the river basin areas in the
whole country. It is in this context and in
consideration of the very harsh economic
environment the world over that we are
appealing to the new boards being inaugurated
today to take their jobs most seriously to boost
our agriculture and secure food security. Inline
with the 7-Point Agenda of President Umaru
Yar'adua, they must revitalize the whole
concept of river basin development.
Inaddition to the several challenges they are

likely to face, we appeal to them to take the
following most seriously: Firstly, they should
rehabilitate and develop the irrigation and
drainage structures. This is most fimdamental
because a cursory look at some of the existing
structures would make many ofus weep. Some
.of the channels are blocked due to many tears of
disuse and lack of maintenance. Secondly and
related to the first is the issue of expansion of the

_L------

C' hances are that as you are reading
this discourse, the new Board of
Directors of the 12 Nigerian River

Basins Development' Authorities are being
inaugurated by Agriculture and. Water
Resources Minister, DrAbba Sayyadi Ruma in
Abuja. Though we gave the title of this piece
as the politics of the river basins authorities, .
we will focus more of the challenges before the
new boards being inaugurated today. We are
beginning with the ridiculous Bill before the
Senate sponsored by the Deputy Senate
President, Sen Ike Ekweremadu from Enugu
State. He was before coming to the senate,
Secretary to the Enugu State Government
under GovemorChimaroke Nnamani.
Incase you are not aware of this unfortunate

Bill, the senator is seeking the approval of the
Senate to approve the split of the Anambra/
Imo River Basin Development Authority into
two so that the South East geopolitical zone
should have two river basins authorities like
the rest of the zones. cim you believe this
coming from awhole senator? Itis like the stupid
argument being made that an additional state
should be created for the South East zone just
because other zones have six and above but
they have only five states!
Aswe know from elementary geography, river

basins are geographical entities based on
watershed catchment areas and not a political
calculation. It is therefore this reality that as of
today, there are only 12 river basins authorities
in the country based on 160 dams across the
country impounding 13 billion cubic of water.
These river basins development authorities are
the Lake ChadRiver (Maiduguri), Upper Benue
(Yola), Lower Niger ( Ilorin), Upper Niger
(Minna), Lower Benue (Makurdi), Ogun/Osun
(Abeokuta), Benin/Owena (Benin). Anambra/
Imo (Oweni), CrossRiver (Calabar),Niger Delta
(port Harcourt), HadejiaiJama'are (Kano),
SokotolRima (Sokoto).
Ifpolitics was the moving consideration and

not geography, there would have been several
of them and not just 12. Somebody should
please educate the Enugu State Senator to
withdraw the Bill and stop making a fool of
himself. Let us for now leave politics and
geography and let us look at history and

Politics oCriver basins au-fhorities
.·-rtjuditil Shariff·'
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to reform and even rebrand Nigeria. Our councillors really
need attitudinal reorientation.
Kandy Kagoro, Kaduna State, 07037745900

EFCC, Farida and corruption
The Economic and Financial Crimes Commissioo(EFCC) is
setting a bad precedence. Ex-governors, ministers etc
accused of corruption are given light sentences, while petty
thieves get 10 years and above. Two different law books!
Ubale Bompai, Rano, 08033246464

CBN and inflation
Why is the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) not releasing
enough N20, N50 and NIOO notes respectively? We are
always running short of these denominations already. The
higher denominations are only triggering inflation.
Usman Zaria, Kaduna; 08069196127

Let's stop 'eye-services'
A lot of bill boards and sign posts were pulled down as
'eye service' during President Yar'adua's one day visit to
Nasarawa State by the state urban development board.
Governor Akwe Doma never gave any order to the board to
destroy people's property.
PastorDJ Job, Allgwa Tuduamama, KejJi, 07031996006

On Buhari's ambition
A piece with the title "2011: How realistic is Gen Buhari's
ambition?" was well written. General Buhari should storm
the stage come 2011 under a credible platform, or as
independent candidate, but not under ANPP. Many.ANPP
top shots are after his popularity for their selfish gains.
Nazifi Shuaibu, Nazif!Shliaibu@bankphb.com

preaching, works, teachings,
etc, are still with us and they
remain as relevant as ever.
Even generations yet
unborn will surely benefit
from his works.
May the Almighty Allah

reward late Sheikh Ja' afar for
all his good works and
overlook his shortcomings.
May the Almighty also
grant Sheikh Ja'afar and all
his likes who have been
martyred, the highest stages
of paradise.
Ahmad Rasheed

Makarji, Tudun Wada
Makarfl, Kaduna State.

Infact, the Almighty knows
who they are just as He
knows their motive and
sponsors. The truth shall
always prevail and justice
will surely be served.
And unknown to his

killers, Sheikh Ja'afar was
never afraid of death as a
true believer. They only
'helped' in fulfilling the
lifelong wish and desire of
every Muslim to be martyred
for the sake of Allah. Sheikh
Ja'afar wouldn't have died
in vain.
Luckily for the Muslim

umma, Sheikh Ja'afar's

Jang must expatiate
·Plateau State Governor Jonah Jang was quoted by Daily
Trustof Monday, April 13, 2009 saying that arms cache was
intercepted in Jos. The governor must expatiate: who carried
the operations, where and when? Which installations we're
targeted? These are serious allegations.
Nasiru Garba,Abuja, 08098900132

Yar'adua and 2011
President Umaru Yar'adua should put his 2011 agenda on
hold and concentrate on the demands of his office. To be
sincere, the president's chance of getting a second term in
office, based on performance, is bleak.
Yusuf Lawai Nadabo, Kaduna, 08062687722

Copy from Obasanjo
Former President Obasanjo performed satisfactorily as far
as the telecommunication sector is concerned. Today mobile
phones are affordable to ordinary Nigerians. President
Yar'adua should use same initiative for the power sector.
W. [Wit, Kaduna, 08069196127

Technocrats not politicians
As President Yar'adua moves closer to appointing new
governor for the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), technocrats
should be given priority. The youths also be given the
chance to occupy leadership positions for them to
contribute to nation building.
A. Nura, Abuja, 08033496706

Our councillors' attitude
If we are serious about reforms, we must start from ward
councillors. From .

freedom of information bill is
a big step forward to making
the press effective.
Dr. Charles Ejiofor,

Lecturer, Department of
Parasitology and
Entomology, University of
Abuja.

Lastly, the press should
have freedom to do their
duties. They are most times
the people's eyes and mouth.
Therefore, if the democratic
government is to work, the
press must live up to the
people's expectation. The

esterday was exactly
two years since the
v i ole n t

assassination of Sheikh
Ja'afar Mahmud Adam by
some yet to be identified
gunmen. The revered Islamic
scholar and spiritual leader,
guide and mentor, was killed
on FridayApril 13,2007 while
leading the early morning
subhi prayers at the Dorayi
Jumu'ah mosque in Kano.
It is disheartening that

two years after his :
assassination, his killers are
still unknown. But they can
not remain unknown forever.

government to work, it must
learn to incorporate the
opinion of the populace when
making decisions. Sincemost
public office holders have
failed in their duties, a
referendum could be adopted
to get public opinion.

A democratic
government is a
government of the

people; it is-asocial condition
where the people are the
political force. Therefore, for
Nigeria to have a working
democratic system, it should
employ some of these tools:
First, the three arms of

government should be
independent, especially; the
judiciary. The judiciary must
have job security, if they are
to execute their duties
effectively and efficiently.
Every Nigeria should have
uninhibited access to the
judiciary system, for a
democratic government to
work. The judiciary must
work without fear or favour.

Secondly, the government
should adopt the deliberative
leadership style. This
leadership style entails
building on the capacities of
the citizens to think, talk, and
work together intheircommon
interest. For a democratic

Text us on 08059100257

Twoyearswithout Sheikh Ja'afar

Can Nigeria have a working democratic system?
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A bout 300 African migrants comprising
Nigerians and nationals of other African
countries crammed into three leaky boats

recently drowned when their boats capsized off the coast
of Libya killing many ofthem. The boats, according to
Libyan authorities, lacked life-saving materials.
Hundreds of migrants are said to have died in the last
few months attempting to cross the Mediterranean Sea
from North Africa to Europe, and the Gulf ofAden from
Somalia to Yemen. There is currently an estimated one
million irregular migrants from Ghana, Mali, Burkina
Faso, Niger, Nigeria, and Cote d'Ivoire in Libya drawn
by the need for unskilled labour. An unknown percentage
of them are said to be nursing the aim of continu!!g
their migratory voyage to Europe.

The consequences of young Africans going to Europe
in search of greener pastures include the danger they
subject the,mselvfs to through the use of unseaworthy
vessels. They are also exposed to ruthless smugglers
who use them as couriers of contraband goods. Many of
the African migrants take this risk in search of a better
life. Itis unfortunate that Africans at this stage of their
development, still live under the illusion that Europe and
America are heavens on earth. The mad rush to Europe
through braving the vicissitudes ofthe hot Sahara desert
and the Mediterranean Sea are not for want of good
counsel. A few take heed after hearing from the advice of
personal experiences of those who have undertaken the
perilous journeys, but many fail to listen and learn until
they have come face-to-face with the dreadful realities of
life in Europe, and then they realize that the poor living
conditions unleashed upon them by bad governance in
their home-countries are actually far better than what
they have.let themselves into.

One reason that makes many Africans hang on to
illusions about the West is the fact that they let
themselves be persuaded by all that they hear or watch
on television channels about Europe ~ an Eldorado where
the streets are paved with gold. Of course, those who
succeed in reaching there in one piece soon find out that
ifyou do not belong life can be as harsh as it is in Africa.
We urge Nigerians, nay Africans to discard the notion
that Europe is the only solution to their economic woes.
The troubles they go through in their unlawfully
embarked upon trips even before getting to Europe are
not worth the gains derivable frem it. Many arrive in
Europe only to be sent to prison or camps to wait for
repatriation back where they come from. Those who
manage to evade the law soon find out how difficult it is to
survive on the streets. We strongly therefore enjoin our
youth to think hard before they embark on some
disastrous misadventure to Europe where they ~ome a
nuisance.
Still the fact remains that entreaties are not enough to

dissuade our youth in their quest for a better life. Tangible
measures targeted on them must be taken. Governments
should do more to create job opportunities and enact
policies that will better the living conditions of the African
youth. One such way is to make them see farming as a
means of enabling themselves. After all, many of those
who succeed to getto Europe end up as farm hands owing
to their lack of work permit. Policies geared towards
encouraging the youth to take to farming put in place in
the past have been abandoned. They should be dredged up
and be implemented. Of course, the new attempt should go
beyond sloganeering and empty rhetoric which
characterized earlier efforts. Furthermore existing
sources of employment should be sustained and nurtured
through the required policy initiatives for them to be of
service and assistance to the youth. This will include
ensuring that the manufacturing sector now flagging is
giving the needed impetus tocontinue to grow.Additionally,
~e media should educate African citizens about the
~alities of life in Europe and America, especially now
that the global economy is melting down. In Nigeria the
National Agency for the Prohibition of Prostitution and
'fiafficking in Persons (NAPPTIP) should intensify effort
to check the illegal migration of Nigerians to Europe.

Perils of fleeing
to Europe
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W en I was a child, I llsed to wonder
when I bear people discussing
ssues that had to do with

government and they blame the government .
for all the economic crises going on in the
country. For example, they accuse the
government for tbe closure of most of our
industries or that the government is
responsible for the bigh lmemployment rate
in the country. I used to tell my.self 'anyone
who finds himself unemployed should not
blame anyone but himself because any
enterprising person will never find himself
unemployed.' However, as I grew up, I came
to understand the above statement by the
poor masses to be on tbe right track. A certain
incident that occurred proved tbat tbe
masses are more tban hundred percent rigbt.
I was working in a small manufacturing

company establisbed by a hardworking and
patriotic indigene from the North; I
bappened to be the marketing manager and
there was a friend of bis wbo came from
Europe for the purpose of conducting
business in Nigeria. This young bature
patronized our company as we were aImost
in the same business with him. There came
a period of recess in the company and this

."

policies and laws that would force the bature
to do the job in the country, he wouldn't
have taken our money elsewhere. I said to
myself 'this case is only a small example of
what our local companies are going through.
No wonder most companies are folding up
due to the difficult situation tbey find
themselves. This problem, coupled with tbe
problem of NEPA abi PHCN, NITEL,
WATER BOARDS, NNPC and what have
you are the ones killing this country and if
notbing is done, very soop. Nigerians will
be better off in Niger, Somalia etc tban in
their borne country.
Lest I forget: A few weeks ago, we went to

buy tyres and found out that tbe price have
sk1ro-cketted. When we asked the dealers,
they told us that the company that produces
tyres in the country has closed down due to
the above mentioned factors. They have to
resort to importing tyres fromAsian countries
of which some of them are not reliable. I think
tbe earlier the Federal Government wakes up
from its deep sleep tbe better for us. Mr.
President, please take note.
Ja'e wrote in from No. 390 Ja'e Road,

Sabon layi, Shika, Giwa L.GA, Kadllna
State. abllfati2003@yahoo.com

Wby.Nigerian companies are folding up

respect the language of counter-violence by
blacks; that Jacob Zuma knows that behind
claims of political morality lie primarily the
defence of wealth in land, mines, banking,
industrial manufacturing and commerce in the
hands of whites in SouthAfrica and Namibia.'
A commentator has noted that one group
outside South Africa are the 220,000 people
living in England who, in2007. owned second
homes in South Africa. In Sh011.they are
those who wish thalli ving in poverty-ridden
VIOlentslums in urban areas and rural remains
of "Bantustans ", should. for the majority of
blacks and coloureds, be the main dividends
of post-I 994 democracy in South Africa.
These fighters 0f a rear-guard war to retain

the core privileges of apartheid clearly lack
the will to build a new South Africa whose
stability will be anchored on eCOlH'I11IC
justice: and not be held up by massive use
of pohcc and military violence to keep doi-n
angry and frustrated millions of the poor.
Some may ever cream of winning back
power by replaying the Congo game f 1960
111 wluch Belgian troops flew back into its
termer colony to0\crthrow Pat-ice Lu numba
under the pretext of protcctu-g II\- es of
Belgian citizens '\r't1bisrop Desmond
Tutu's verbal a'TOWSthrowr at Zurna. run
the .is1\.0 giving lcgitirnacy to such blood­
waving ,' esigr s '; ne great Archbishop saves
uch gr,)UPSfrom the burden ot crafting a
P':\\ soc ":'y 0 1 'lfl;r 3 1l1gup ..:",,'1 deepl.,
soaked- wt .. 1Il( I( r t bn-: ..s , nd attitudcs of
Glwd of 1..11arth~ hi
There are, hm",:v e', ,)OSltl\e Sides of

Zuma's climb 10 lht pr(s,~';l1cy. tl."s they say,
he movcs from "grass to grace', with the
promise of a gracl.' tl'a' amuse" hope and
creative energies Odt ot the grass. He has
experienced, a a ITa or pa 11clpant, Ie<!ders
backed by hat..:" nd brltal interests, sitting
down around a ta'IJle .1'J .1egotiating with
the power of tenaclOu belief in possible
changes for better futures He has known
that posed at the edge of political and
historical clif[s , with disaster staring from
valleys bellow, can stir surprising juices of
statesmanship in adversaries genuinely
seeking peace and progress. South Africa,
with the benefit of the recent tragic drama in
Zimbabwe next door, will need those
resources in Jacob Zuma the man of history
that has come after the eupboria has dimmed
a little ofMandel a's walk with freedom riding
on bis stubbol11words. Africa can only be
. glad if, with Zuma in the presidency, that
ancient of African-American wit comes to
pass: 'wben white folks say something bad
about/something, it or he must have
something good for black folks'.
OculiisExecutiveDirector,Africa VISion

525 Initiative,

as that was the only determining factor to
getting the job. After series of calculations,
re-calculations and sbort-cuts, I found out
tbat the price the Asians. offered was not
even enough for our company to buy
materials from Lagos (which was tbe
cheapest place we could get our raw
materials in the country) not to talk of
labour, overhead costs and profit. In fact
we were ready to accept tbe job even if we
were not going to make profit but at least to
break even in order to keep our staff busy
because an idle mind, as they say, is a devil' s
workshop.
I fmally handed over the estimate to my

boss which was higher tban the Asians' by
about thirty percent. After series of meetings
and phone calls with my boss tbe bature
fmally decided to take the job out of the
country. When my boss informed me of tbe
bafure So decision, I said to him 'the man
sbould have considered us because we
produced the samples for him free of cbarge,
moreover even at tbe price we gave him, be
will end up with a profit of about forty
percent.'
My boss said to me that it was not his

fault, had it been the government bad

man got a contract worth millions of naira
from a non-governmental organization.
Tbis contract was for the supply of

products tbat we produce; in fact. our
company produced the samples tbat were
used by tbe bature to secure this very
contract through open competitive bidding.
Trust buman beings, you know they

always like to maximize profit and minimise
cost:In line with the above ego-fulfilIment in
human beings, this bature bad several
connections internationally especially Asia
wbere they produce all kinds of cheap,
standard and substandard products for tbe
consumption of the poor third world
countries that have no alternative. He
contacted his business paltners over there
and they gave him a quotation that included
transportation to Lagos port and a credit
facility of six months. Having produced the
samples, be felt tbat he should contact us to
get a quotation and be went furtber to give
us the quotation he received from the Asians.
My boss banded over the quotation to

me and tasked me to quote as low as
possible so as to beat the price of the Asians

By Ahmad Ibrahim Ja'e -'J

dependence on apartheid South Africa", as
a means of weakening that enemy state. The
diplomatic drama had sucked in countries as
far north as Nigeria into what was termed
"thefrontline states" in the struggle to defeat
racist rule; and bring democratic politics to
Namibia, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Angola
and Soutb Africa.
That short narrative is the abridged record

of Jacob Zuma, the "elephant secret service
liberationfightd'wttha fourteen lettermiddle
name. As an activist inside South Africa, he
had. on graduation from the university of
Robben Island prison, plunged into "building
underground structures" from 197'1,to 1975
The skillshe built from itwould bemost useful
1S a lighting tool, when PresidentThabo Mbcki
sought to terminate Zurna's political rise (by
c. epping him from the VIcepres dency of the
....ountry), in 2007. From his intelhgcnce work.
hIS work in training angry, b 'tter and impatient
graduates of the Soweto studen: revolt of
1976 (that had arnvcd 'n Swa anJ a-id
Mozambique 10rr'111tarv .rauung c-imbined
w th his underground mob hzauon .ns.dc
Kwazulu lata, pr mcc h: j built for I,rna
t iat rare r '~ollrcet f followers kr l wJ1 as "mass
pili cr" When he \ -,elc.ed 1lit power III
contest ng .or the r esidcncy ot tl,:ANC, he
carried us supportc S OITa rhunderou
da IChl~ ')18'>"In he streets h.' vot...~ who
\\OU IllU'1u'l3te\1bek \\ th~g pol 854vott>

fillS record prep'm::s1s tdr undl' ">t,"dlp .....
the' pal1l~ with ""hI1.:I1JacoJ Z,lIna's
,n,pcrd'nt' e.c ·toral "i <er) 1J ,'le Ap J!
electIOns, and Illo; expected dSSlImption of
the presidency, is rcgarded ",itll velitab1c:
paPlc by those \\ 10 fear a tranSition to a
lcader~hip of a person who ;;uccc<;sfully
"ought the liberation war \\ Ith Chaka the
Zulli's tradition of closc co'Ubat aga lStthe
enemy at close range with a short spear and
shield He knows "vhite rulers as exploiters
of hISmother. of his own labour: as I:>..isjailor
and tomlentor in prison; as a gun-firing
enemy as intelligence kil:ers bunting dow'n
ANC officials; as panicking negotiators
across a conference table; as politiCIans
campaigning and managing the 1994
elections, and as defensive fighters against
the historic post-1994 African lUle.He is that
"elephant" known in African tales as one
with diverse surpnses in its stomach for it
grazes far and wide; or a formidable
porcupine to catch and swallow.
One group that would resent him are those

who wisb that be forgets the poverty of those
who today live his mother's poverty and
humiliation as a domestic servant in white
households; those children who today
remind him of his mother's failure to afford to
pay his school fees. Otbers are those who
know that Zuma knows tbat whites only

By Okello Oculi

and devoted attendant ofliteracy classes run
by the ANC for those who could not afford
to pay scbool fees. More tban being a self­
taught man, Zuma had literacy lessons that,
unlike those in regular schools, were
vigorously salted with political and survival
education under hostile and brutal rule by
white racists. The very character of his
.schooling' was one that was likely to prepare
a brilliant mind with skills for covert politics;
and persuasion of others tojoint a dangerous
business of acti vely opposing apartheid His
ten years m pnson on Robben Island ( 1962
- 1972), was his "undergraduate" education.
He bad been rrested among a group of 45
recruits travelli!lg to train in Umkhonto We
.Sizwe military camps outside South Africa

From 1975 when ie arrived in Swaziland
< I c1 Mozambique, Zuma began his Y....1'::> of
leannng the craft of international regior-i;
POiJtl('S.Itwas a penor' when the I ibe ra tor
Committee of the ()'gdl1l~ ticn of I\h~C<l'
I mty, 0 tl."I was bunging in I, rger qlu.mtitIes
of arrr .to feed the '\ 'C\wa1 cffortIt was e
PC110C. of'pracucal conta ·twit'i ir ternatior.a
relations embedded III tbe geography of
SOl-themAfrica. Simple realines SllITOW' ding
the 'act Ill"tAngola. the Democratic Repu li
of Congo and Tanzania run i1 a landmass
that ro led, umnterruptcn, TO'1 the Atlrnnc
Ocean IIIthe \\ est to the lndi. I'Oc\..IJ1 'n th:
ca5._kll on Zuma '\J"",ml~JaSJuth tl."h1("
,nd Mozambique J'~O Iloldmg hands In I
continuous land-grab also l'arne mto Zllfna's
militar" arithmetic. lhat the landlocked
l..ounlr-ies of Botswana, Zambia and
Zimbabwe each sharl:d borders \\ ith South
Aii-ica,assumed high ,tratcgic and dlplomMic
SIgnificance in Zuma's new and higrty
turbulent education. It was also a time to
dream of thepl'Ospec/ of lite belt oflandfi'om
Angula, Congo DR, RHanda, Burundi
Uganda, Kenya, Tan::ania in the north,
joining the belt consisting ofNamibia, SOl/th
A.fj-ica,and Mo::ambique in fhe south. into a
possible fir!ure union government. It was
time to note over and over that under that
geography was buried rich deposits of oil in
Angola; diamonds in Botswana, Congo DR,
Namibia, South Africa and Angola; and gold
in Soutb Africa, Tanzania, Zimbabwe and
Congo Dr; etc. A11dthat they fuelled the
politics of hate that lUn apartheid and the
support it enjoyed from European and
American leaders and business groups
Zuma's education had climbed beyond
prison walls.
By 1979, Zuma would have been in a

position to influence the imagination tbat
formed SADCC as an organization of states
that wished to "disengage from trade

j acob Zuma has a fourteen-letter middle
, name. It is "GEDLEYIHLEKlSA". Like
, most African names, it holds a special
history under Zulu tongues. The history that
is important here smstbe that of 'the elephant
as is, and as builder, of successful
"underground structures" 01 intelligence
networks and organizations ofliberation
fighters', Even George Orwell did not
conceive of the "elephant" as master secret
service operative; and boss in his kingdom
of liberation struggle animals. George Orwell
was the famous British novelists who
hugged the terror of the poor in European
(not African) society; as well as the cynicism
of those who run power in a state. including
the one most driven by dreams of bringing
jusuce and building utopia here on earth.
Jacob Zuma, a lad born on '\pril 12, }942,
would lose hts father to early death around
1Q46.and rapidly grow into fillmg IIIfor him
by taking "on odd jobs '0 supplement hi"
mot ers 111';0 nc". His motr cr ea T' -d the
w. ge a~ domestic servant tn a white
I nschokr t'Mt treated her as a sub human
Zuma C im'red fiom he poor or'ih, I boy

whose mother could 110tafford to pay his
choo! fees m Kwaznlu Natal Pre vince, tc
being "He.id of'Lndergrouad Strucn re a id
there' HerChi~fofIntel' igence Depart-neat'
by 19><7.BuIl1in~ on the IIIndreds ofyout IS
who fl -d 01 t OfSC'lOOS for bl. cks. following
the brutal mass c .:res ofthc So\\etu [(:,,,olt 0 '
J 976, 71 'Ua l'sccl hIS" LJc. ,lOr 111
MozambIque and ~\\azHancl to -:teate oln
IPtellIgencc md harassment force tPdt wa:;
so cffectl"e It' hUltmg the apartheid seeunty
forces that President PW Botha put enonnous
pressure on the government ofMozambtque
to ask him to leave the countrv and relocate
to the headqualters of the Afi:iean Nation..d
Congress in Lusaka. Zambia. Considering
that the South Atrican intelligence network
was at the Hme being most deadly n killing
officials and operatives of the ANC
including the brilliant scholar Ruth First who
died from a parcel bomh sent to her by post­
Jacob Zuma, the "elephant secret agent. must
have been brilliant in protecting himself and '
his brood. Itwas a tribute to his genius that
raCIst president Botha was forced to resort
to bullying the govemment of Mozambique
to drive him further afield Ii-omthe borders of
SoutbAfrica. To cap that achievement, Jacob
Zuma would by 1990 be sitting across tbe
table from top officials of the hideops
apartheid government to negotiate for that
government's acceptance of the legitimacy
of the ANC; and their surrender of political
power
An official of the SoutbAfrican Communist

Party, who knew Zuma from his teells, bas
reported that the boy was an entbusiastic

<>pj_n_ -On_
--. ._ _.. ._ - ....._ -- --

That fear of Jacob Zuma must be good for Africa
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Wewish his Excellency the very
Bestin life and pray for Allah's

guidance and uplifting of his status"
now and in the future.

These awards came as the will of
Allah (Subhanahu WaTa'ala)
considering the Tremendous

achievement recorded in human and
social endeavours, which lead to his
re-election for the second term in

office.

The Executive and Members of
Muryar Dala (Dala Local
Government) Kano State,

congratulates His Excellency, the
Executive Governor of Kano State
Malam (Dr) Ibrahim Shekarau, for

the conferment of
Honorary Doctorate Degree in
Public Administration by the
University of Nigeria Nsuka,

Etulusi of Ede land and
Mujahidi Uban Marayu of Nigeria.

essa~

SIGNED:Chairman Muryar Dala

ongratulatory
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over the house," one source
close to the president's
brother said.

"Mr Gnassingbe was
there, but not in the rooms
targeted by the attackers.
They encircled the building
and were firing in all direc­
tions for at least three
hours," the source added.

bedroom, Whichthey looted,
like that of his children,
shooting inside and 8.tound
the house, witnesses told
AFP.

"It was a heavily armed
unit of the (elite) Rapid In­
tervention Force.

They neutralised the sol­
diers who were watching

Soldiers attacked
Kpatcha Gnassinge,
brother ofTogo'sPresi­

dent Faure Gnassingbe, in an
overnight raid on his house,
but he escaped unharmed,
witnesses said yesterday.

The troops overcame
soldiers on guard duty and
stormed into Gnassingbe's

•

•

Last September a French court ruled the
payment had been illegal and ordered Bongo
to repay the entire sum plus interest and legal
costs. The Gabonese leader's lawyers had ar­
gued that the case was a private dispute, point­
ing out that a Libreville commercial court had
sentenced the Frenchman to pay Bongo
900,000 euros in damages.

.Africa's longest serving head of state, 73-
year-old Bongo has ruled his oil-rich but so­
cially impoverished formerFrench colony since
1967 and has been a close associate of a string
of French leaders.

In recent years his often murky economic
ties with French figures have complicated his
relations with Paris and have become the sub­
ject of a legal challenge by anti-corruption ac­
tivists.

A French police investigation has report­
edly established thatBongo and his family own
at least 33 luxury properties in France, includ­
inga villa in Paris bought in 2007 for 18.8mil­
lioneuros. '

Gbonese President Omar Bongo is
eeking to overturn a French court
order freezing nine of his bank ac­

counts in the country, a source close to the
case said Sunday.

The accouhts were frozen inFebruary af­
ter a French court ordered Bongo to return a
sum paid to himby the son of ajailed French­
man in exchange for his release, amounting
with interestto 1.1million euros (1.45million
dollars).

Bongo's lawyer filed a challenge with a
Paris court, saying the president had already
set aside the sum, and arguing that the freeze
on his accounts, which hold a total of 4.39
million euros, is uimecessary, the source said.

The court is to examine Bongo's request
onApril 28, the source added.

Frenchman Rene Cardonawas imprisoned
in 1996 after a business dispute with Bongo,
to whom he had sold a fishing and shipping
firm, He was released after his son Thierry
paid almost half a million euros into Bongo's
personal account.

Soldiers "attack" brother of Togo president

Gabon presldent challenges
French account freeze

Leader of Mauritania's ruling junta, General Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz announced
yesterday that he will resign "before the end of the week" in order to launch his candi­
dacy for presidential elections slated in June.

Mortar shells fired at US congressman in Somalia
U congressman Donald Payne came. rived inMogadishu hours earlier for talks with

. under mortar fire yesterday as he was President Sharif Sheikh Ahmed and his prime
eaving in a plane from Mogadishu minister on rampant piracy off the country's

airport, but no one was injured in the attack, coast. '
anAfrican Union official told AFP. His visit came the day after US forces shot

"The plane of the congressman was leav-: dead three offour Somali pirates who had been
ing and the mortars started falling. There were' holding an American captain hostage for five
no casualties, but the attack was aimed at the days in the Indian Ocean.
congressman. He flew out safely," theAU of- A Somalipirate chief earlierMonday threat-
ficial told AFP on condition of anonymity. ened to target Americans in revenge for the

Payne, congressman fromNew Jersey and rescue of a US captain in a dramatic operation
amember of the foreign affairs committee, ar- that saw naval snipers kill his captors.

Council, Ramtane Lamarnra,
andLibya's Foreign Minister
Ali Abdelsallam Triki, talked
to Mauritania's first demo­
cratically elected leader inhis
home village ofLemden, 250
kilometres (150 miles) east of
Nouakchott .

The envoys, who are
stepping up regional efforts
to try and mediate a way out
of the political crisis,were due
to meet junta leader General
Aziz later onMonday.

"African Union sanctions.
are not and will not be effec­
tive," GeneralAziz said,when
he also confirmed the elec­
tions would go ahead as
planned on June 6.

The AU's peace and se­
curity council announced last
month it would impose sanc­
tions on "those in power,"
with the list due to be drawrr
up at the end of April.

cott the vote scheduled in less
than two months' time.

The general has to resign
both from the army and the
High StateCouncil- thejunta
- 45 days ahead of elections
in order to stand in the presi-
. dential poll.

GeneralAzizsaidthat Sen­
ate president Ba Mamadou
would be the interim head of
state until the election, but his
rivals riposted that the head
of the parliamentary body
would be surrounded by a
"pro-junta government."

AnAfrican Union media­
tion team in the nation on the
.western edge of the south Sa­
hara desert met on Sunday
night with Sidi Ould Cheikh
Abdallahi, the ousted head of
state, his daughter Amal said.

The AU team, including
the chief of the pan-African
body's Peace and Security

A coalition of parties
opposed to last
;year's coup in

Mauritania's rejected yester­
day ,the military junta's
planned elections as a farce
aimed at legitimizingarmy rule.

"This is a vast comedy,"
Mohamed OuldMoloud from
theNational Front for theDe­
fence ofDemocracy (FNDD)
toldAFP of earlier announce­
ment that junta chief General
Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz
would resign this week to
stand for election.

"It's a false resignation, a
pretend resignation that the
general is doing to trick pub­
lic opinion and have people
accept the putsch" of August
6 last year, Ould Moloud
added.

At present, most of the
opposition to the junta and
its government plan to boy-

...As opposition rejects elections as farce

"Those on the outside who want to see
sanctions imposed ... are realising they are use­
less. It's really to the Mauritanians (they) must
go to look for the solution," he stated.

The delegation arrived late Saturday with
AU peace and security council president
Ramtane Lamamra and Libyan Foreign Minis­
ter AIy Triki, whose country holds the conti­
nental body's rotating presidency.

The envozs held talks with Mauritanian
Foreign Minister Mohamed Mahmoud Ould
Mohamedou on Saturday.

On Sunday, however, a significant slice of
the opposition Rally for Democratic Forces
(RFD) came out in favour oftaking part in the
vote in a dispute that has split the party.

"We ask the party's president and his au­
thorities to consider this option within the
framework of internal dialogue," RFD vice­
president Kane Hamidou Baba, suspended
from the party on Saturday, told a news confer-

. ence. Meanwhile, the head of another party
that backed last year's coup, the Alliance for
Justice and Democracy-Movement for Reno­
vation (Am-MR), also said he will stand.

The AU's peace and security council an­
nounced last month it would impose sanctions
on "those in power," with the list due to be
drawn up at the end ofApril.

TheAU mission follows amediation bid by
Senegal last week. Libyan leader Moamer
Kadhafi also visited the country in March but
opponents of the coup rejected his mediation
as biased.

Tie head of the Mauritanian junta an­
. nounced yesterday that he will re­

ign "before the end of the week" in
order to launch his candidacy for presiden­
tial elections slated in June.

GeneralMohamed OuldAbdelAziz, who
took power in anAugust coup, said during a
live radio press conference that he was quit­
ting "to establish my candidacy for presiden­
tial elections," due on June 6.

The general, who ousted the west Afri­
can country's first democratically elected
leader Sidi Ould Cheikh Abdallahi last Au­
gust, has to stand down by April 22 if he
wants to become a presidential candidate.

"There will be no postponement of the
June 6 elections. Ninety percent of
Mauritanians want these elections, it is the
people's choice," he said last week in response
to media speculation. After deposing Ould
Cheikh Abdallahi, the general formed a state
council ofll military officials.

Mauritania's government has already an­
nounced the creation of a new electoral com­
mission to organise andmonitor the election.

OuldAbdelAziz also warned that "Afri­
can Union sanctions are not and will not be
effective" as an African Union delegation
stepped up mediation efforts here to end the
political crisis.

He added: "Even if50 African countries,
and not Gust) the 15 on the peace and secu­
rity council, decide on sanctions, nothing will
change ...

Mauritania coup leader
anneunces presidential bid
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government. According to an
FMLN leader,EI Salvadorhad
become the "Israel of the re­
gion". The Salvadorean elite
has been showing its grati­
tude for all the help received.
EI Salvadorwasthe only coun­
try in the region to send
troops to Iraq in support of
the U.S.-led invasion. Be­
cause the move has been
very unpopular domestically,
the government announced
that it was withdrawing the
last of its troops from Iraq
before the presidential elec-
tion. '

EI Salvador was also cho­
sen by the George W. Bush
administration to host the
newly created International
Law Enforcement Agency.
This agency is said to be the
replacement for the notorious
School of the Americas,
which trainedmilitR officers
of the region in counter-insur­
gency and the use of "dirty
tricks" against progressive
governments and move­
ments.

The government ofEl Sal­
vador is also part of "Plan
Mexico" - a 2008 Bush ad­
ministration initiative which
seeks to replicate the failed
multi-billion''Plan Colombia",
aimed at fighting narcotics
smuggling and narco-terror
groups.

Funes, who takes office
on June 1, has a tough road
ahead. He will have to run a
country that has remained­
tied to the US.' apron strings
ever since it gained indepen­
dence in the late 19th century.

.,

America. Every Sunday,
Romero used to conduct
mass in front of the dozens
of bodies found on the
streets of the capital, San Sal­
vador. Those carrying out
these massacres were trained
by the US. Special Forces
and intelligence agencies.

Romero was a votary of
"liberation theology" and
was sympathetic to the
FMLN's egalitarian goals.
Before his killing l;>ystate­
sponsored assassins, he had
denounced from"the pulpit
''the war of exterminationand
genocide against a defen­
celess civilian population".

Funes had pledged on
the campaign trail that he
would not repeal the am­
nesty law that was intro­
duced as part of the 1992
peace pact. The law prevents
the prosecution of all those
involved in the killings and
the torture that took place in
the 1970sand 1980s.Some of
the people who played an ac­
tive role in the civil conflict
held important posts in the
outgoing government. .

A United Nations-sup­
ported Truth Commission set
up after the peace accord in
EI Salvador concluded that
the order forRomero's killing
and the separate killings of
six Jesuit priests and four
American churchwomen
came from the highest ech­
elonsofthe US.-backedgov­
ernment of the time. The US.
had funnelled $6billion at the
height of the FMLN struggle
to prop up the right-wing

Negroponte, the US. Deputy
Secretary of State. Glazer has
since been recalled 'by the
Obama administration.

Itwas only because of the
intervention of the U.S. that
the FMLN was kept out of
power since the early 1990s.
In 2004, the FMLN was de­
prived of a sure victory by
machinations orchestrated
with the help of Washington.

The FMLN's goal during
the days of the guerilla war
was to end 50 years of rapa­
cious rule by an elite that had
turned the country into one
ofLatinAmerica's poorest and
the most violent. Salvadorean
society continues to be
wracked by extreme violence.
Ten homicides are reported
every day - one of the high­
est rates in the world.

The violence is a legacy
of the brutal civilwar.TheUS.
aid funnelled to the Salvador­
ean army and the right-wing
vigilante groups in the 1980s
ran into millions of dollars.
US. advisers and troops and
Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) operators were sta­
tioned in the country to help
the army Suppress the people.

During the course of the
12-year-Iongcivil war, 70,000
Salvadoreans were killed and
another 6,000 "forcibly disap­
peared". Most of them were
victims of right-wing vigilante
groups whose leader was
Major Roberto D' Aubisson.
The murder of Archbishop
OscarRomero, while conduct­
ing an open-air mass, was a
"cause celebre" in Latin

EI Salvador away from the
embrace of the US. and opt
for multipolarity in foreign
policy.

Before plunging into the
political fray, Funes was a
popular broadcaster working
for the Spanish language ver­
sion of the CNN. One impor­
tant factor for Funes' moder­
ate stance is that his party
may have to depend on
ARENA to conduct legisla­
tive business. EI Salvador is
in the throes of an economic
crisis. Political cooperation
between the two leading par­
ties, the FMLN andARENA,
is needed to rescue the coun­
try from the impact of the re­
cession. The country is wit­
nessing an alarming drop in
remittances from the U.S. Re­
mittances are a lifeline for the
large number of Salvadoreans
living in extreme poverty.

The U.S. was keenly
watching the FMLN's stance
on regional issues, especially
those pertaining to Venezuela
and Cuba Itwas only in the
first week of March that the
Barack Obama administration
gave a categorical assurance
that itwould accept an FMLN
victory.Late lastyear, Charles
Glazer, the U.S. Ambassador
to EI Salvador and aBush ad­
ministration appointee, de­
scribed the FMLN as a sup­
porter of terrorist groups such
as the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia (FARC)
and called on Salvadoreans to
vote against the party in the
general elections. He spoke in
the presence of John

President ofEL-Salvador Mr Mauricio Funes.

cent of the country's gross
domestic product depends on
foreign remittances. It is esti­
mated that one-fourth of the
eight million people of the
country is in the U.S. The
government actively encour­
aged Salvadoreans to leave
the country and seek employ­
ment outside.Citizenswere is-_
sued passports within hours
of applying.

Funes, who was chosen
by the FMLN for his "moder­
ate" image, was quick to reas­
sure his countrymen that he
accorded the highest priority
to relations with the U.S.
"Nothing traumatising is go­
ing to happen here," he told a
local television station after
his victory.

He also promised "re­
spect for private property,
macroeconomic stability and
a responsible fiscal policy".
About 60 per cent of EI
Salvador's exports go to the
U.S. and the US. dollar is the
official currency.Onthe cam­
paign trail, Funes had said
that hewas againstjoining the
BolivarianAlternative for the
Americas (ALBA), the alter­
native trade bloc being pro­
moted by Venezuela, Cuba,
Bolivia, Honduras,Nicaragua
and Ecuador.

EI Salvador was among
the first countries to join the
US. -promotedCentralAmeri­
can Free Trade Association
(CAFTA). A recent poll
showed that an overwhelm­
ing majority of Salvadoreans
hold CAFTA responsible for
the collapse of their agricul­
turalsector,the loss of domes­
tic jobs, the rising cost ofliv­
ing and the growing crime
graph. El Salvador is also not
a member of the Union of
South American Nations
(UNASUR), which strives for
meaningful economic integra­
tion among thestates of the
region.

Funes has said that his
role model is Brazil's Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva At the
same time, he has said that he
admires other left-wing lead­
ers in the region such as
Chavez, Evo Morales ofBo­
livia,andRafael Correa ofEc­
uador. The Venezuelan gov­
ernment has been supplying
highly subsidised fuel to
many of the municipalities
controlled by the FMLN.

It is well known that the
FMLN as a party has great
admiration for the socialist
experiment being carried out
in Venezuela under the lead­
ership of Chavez. Though
Funes has said that he has no
plans to "build socialism" in
his country,hemay availhim­
self of the opportunity to steer

By Charles Onunaiju

ji',
., I

I,~~~EL$alvado~:-AJefttum of_US staunch ally
W' ith the victory of a

left-wing candi­
date in the presi­

dential election, El Salvador
is the latest country in Latin
America to be swept by the
"pink tide". It is counted
among the staunchest allies
. of the United States. During
most part of the 20th century,
El Salvador was under brutal
U.S.-backed dictatorships.
Since 1989, the Nationalist
Republican Alliance
(ARENA), a U.S.-backed
party having strong linkswith
the military and former vigi­
lante groups, has been in
power.

The Farabundo Marti Na­
tional Liberation Front
(FMLN) began a guerilla war
in the early 1980s to dislodge
the military junta that was
riding roughshod over thewill
of the people for more than
five decades, The FMLN was
formed after five guerilla
armies merged in 1980. It
signed a peace treaty in 1992,
formally ending decades of
fighting. It also agreed to an
amnesty for the death squad
killers and officials who were
responsible for the death of
thousands of Salvadoreans.

The FMLN's candidate,
Mauricio Funes, won the
presidential election held in
the second week of March,
defeating Rodrigo Avila, his
rivalfromARENAFuneshad
to overcome overwhelming
odds. In a society that is still
polarised after decades of
violence, the ARENA cam­
paign used scare tactics to
bully the electorate into sub­
mission. Funes was portrayed
as a puppet of Venezuelan
President Hugo Chavez and
Cuban leader Fidel Castro.

Today, two of America's
foremost enemies, the FMLN
and the Sandinistas in
neighbouring Nicaragua, are
in power. Salvador Sanchez
Ceren, the newly electedVice­
President, was a leading
FMLN commander during the
civilwar.

Right-wing U.S. politi­
cians tried to lend a helping
hand to the Salvadorean right
wing. Dana Rohrabacher, a
Republican Congressman,
described the FMLN as a ter­
rorist organisation and an
"ally of Al Qaeda and Iran".
Influential Republican Con­
gressmen threatened to end
the TemporaryProtection Sta­
tus that Washington has ac­
corded to the 260,000 Salva­
<wreans in the U.S. who do
¥ h~e proper immigration
papers.

The country's economy,
which is in dire straits, de­
pends heavily on the remit­
tances of its Citizensworking
in the U.S. As much as !7per
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Gunmen ambushed
Lebanese troops in
the east of the coun­

try yesterday, spraying their
military vehicle with gunfire
and rocket-propelled gre­
nades,a seniormilitaryofficial
said. Four soldierswere 1011ed
and an officer was wounded
in the attack. I

The ambush on a major'
road near the town of Rayak
comes after a recent push by
Lebanese-troops to crack
down on the drug trade in the
Bekaa Valley and carried the
hallmarks of a revenge attack
by clansmen. The official said
the gunmen, traveling in three
four-wheel drive vehicles, .
sped away after the attack.

"The army is chasing the
gunmen and calls on citizens .
not to shelter them," the offi­
cial toldTheAssociated Press.
He spoke on condition of ano­
nymity inlinewith government
regulations.

The northern part of the
Bekaa has Hezbollah strong­
holds but it is also a .noto1'i­
ously lawless region where
Shiite clans involved in the
drug trade have long held
sway.AutboritiesoeatSiooa1ly
crack down on drug dealers in
theBekaa, including a recendy
launched military campaign
tmgetingmembersofonepar­
tkularly powafulclan..

An AP reporter and odler
'witnesses ind:Jeeastem city
ofBaaJbek said gunmen. be­
lievedtobetnanbmofd:Je
Jaatar ciao, ,mJeaSbed volleys
of ceJebratorygJalfire mortJy
after newsof d:Jemilitary ca­
sualties wae tqXlded Two
memben ofd:Jeclan bad been
killed Jastmoolb. by d:Jearmy.

PresUleot ~~bel
SuIeimao.ab.ma-annycom-
1IJ3IlI.b;.~tJc:miIiIary"not
10be lenitU \Vidl the aaack­
iogalmioalsillmb1odefmd
1he~oftheannyandthe
COODtIy and prob.'t nabooal
peace,., axudiug to a sate­
meotissuedbydleprr:sidrm's
offia:e.. 1tWtrior MiniIta' Ziad
Baroud said die attack: on
1roopsis1inhd ittod:Jeanny
c:rackdlJ\\non oudaws.

"'Wewill be woWng on
pmcfu:aI steps as soon pes­
sible," he told Associated
PressT~Newl.

Baroud later said that
y~$aa;d(wiIlnotde­
k&tbeamy frompunuiog_
c...",1aign ~ a:imioak
The ~~asLm-­
BOO ~ up fur JumepDa­
mmtlI)' dedioos ~ 11Bntl~~_
i1sallieli~1tbe~W~
.em~1I!ml~1Ioo'i!!
a ~~. oi1lBneparn­
mfIIlIt~

4 Lebanese
soldiers killed
in ambush

Xinhua news agency.
Itvowed to improl'e so­

cia) security, heaJthcare. un­
employment and wages,
while pledging to ~
awide ~ of rights rang­
ingfumedueationtoaclean
eovirooment

The plan also said
China~scommunist rulas:
wouJdaDow greakf' lJemoc­
racy, \\iille urgingofficials to
bener listento criticismftom
ordinary citizens and theme­
dia.

political rights. 'The realis- badmade the effort to put the
ation of human rights in the document out, but ooted that
broadest sense has been a simi.larpledgesbad beenmade
long-cherished ideal of man- before 'with little cbange.
kind and also a long-pursued The 52-page plan ae­
goal of the Chinese govern- knowtedged problems in the
ment and people," it said. current system. but pointed

"Governments and gov- out China was a developing
ernment departments at all country,
levels shall make the action "China still confronts
plan part of their responsibili- many challenges and bas a
ties, and proactively imple- long roadahead in its efforts
ment it" to improve its human rights

Rights groups said it was ' situation," said the plaa, an­
encouraging the government nounced t!trough the official

China pledged yester
day to improve human
rights throughout the

country, inabighly publicised
plan issued ahead of the 20th
anniversary of the Tiananmen
counter revolutionary pro­
tests.

The "National Human
Rights Action Plan," the first­
ever such document to be is­
sued and approved by the
cabinet, promisedChinese citi­
zens more legal protection,
better livelihoods and greater

tions for the Thai new year were canceled. More than a
dozen countries, including the United States, issued travel
warnings urging citizens to avoid trips to Thailand and for
those already in Bangkok to stay in their hotels and away
from the protests.

The violence threatens to slash tourism revenue and
could lead to the loss of 200,000 jobs in the industry that
directly employs about 2 million people. said Kongkrit
Hiranyakit, chairman ofthe Tourism Council of Thailand.

It is also likely to give pause to foreign businesses con­
sidering building factories or making other investments­
especially since it comes just months after a group of rival
protesters occupied the capital's airports for a week, str;md­
ing thousands of tourists and businessmen and ~ing
the economy into a tailspin.

Clashes erupted between protesters and residents in at
least three areas earlier.

InaMuslim-dominated neighborbood onPhahon Yothin
road, a clash between protesters and residents erupted.
Hundreds of protesters threw objects at residents, burnt
tires, went into the mosque and tried to set some food stalls
in the area on fire. Residents came out with wooden sticks
and a fight broke out.

In the evening, three women wearing red shirts were
beaten up by at least six drunken men about a few kilome­
ters from Government House, said Police Spokesman CoL
Supom Pansua,

TIe political unrest that seized the Thai capital yester­
day claimed its first fatality in what the government
described as an evening gunbattle between protest­

ers and city residents enraged at their violent disruption.
The scuffle came after a day of clashes between the

protesters - who are pressing for the ouster of Prime Min­
ister Abhisit Vejjajiva _ and thousands of troops across the
city. Troops fired warning shots and tear gas at the demon­
strators and finally forced most to retreat and regroup near
their stronghold around the prime minister's offices.

For more than 12 hours, red-skirted protesters - most
of whom are supporters of ousted Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra - and the soldiers locked in a series of running
street battles across Bangkok that left at least 79 people
injured

Security forces had appeared to be pushing the pro:
testers into a smaller area, but by late afternoon street fight­
ing had broken out in several neighborhoods between nor­
mal citizens and the protesters.

But an early evening gunbattle at a market in one resi­
dential area near the prime minister's offices left one man
dead, said Minister of the Prime Minister's Office Sathit
Wongnot;l.gtoey.

Dr. Chatri Charoenchivakul of the official Erawan Emer­
gency Coordination Center said the victim was shot in the
chest and two other people were wounded by gunshots.

Malls and shops were shuttered and official celebre-

China pledges to improve human rights

Thai soldiers spray gunfire,.
tear gas at protesters

Thai protesters attack a driver of a car mistaken for Thai Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva

Iran welcomes
nuclear talks
with West
Iran welcom~S"nuclear

talks with the United
States and other coun­

tries, Tehran's top nuclear
negotiator said yesterday.

The negotiator, Saeed
Jalili, made the comments
during a telephone call with
the European Union's for­
eign policy chief, state tele­
vision reported.

During the conversa­
tion, Jalili said the talks
should be aimed at "con­
structive cooperation" be­
tween countries.

Last week, President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
said Iran was open to talks
- but only if they were
based on respect for Iran's.
rights, suggesting the West
should not try to force
Tehran to stop uranium en­
richment.

Jalilr's comments ap­
peared to be more of a de­
finitive answer, but he
stressed that Iran would is­
sue an official response to
the invitation soon. the TV
reported. He did not elabo- .
rate.

The United States an­
nounced last week that it
would join direct talks with
Iran that Britain, China,
France, Germany and Russia
are seeking to convene. The
talks aim to break a long
deadlock over Iran's nuclear
program, which the U.S. and
its allies fear aims to build
atomic weapons. Iran denies
the charge.

Ahmadinejad said
Thursday that Iran would
present a new proposal for
negotiations, saying "con­
ditions have changed" .­
an apparent reference to
President Barack Obama's
election and Iran's own
progress in its nuclear pro­
gram since previous talks
with Iran were held last year.
He didn't elaborate on the
proposal.

Jalili also insisted in his
conversation with Javier
Solana, the EU foreign'
policy chief, that the all par­
ties involved in the talks
should have the "right un­
derstanding of international
developments and realities,"
the TV reported.

Ahmadinejad an-
nounced on Saturday that
Irannow controls the entire
cycle for producing nuclear
..{Uel
.! The step was significant
toward furthering Iran's
nuclear energy capabilities
and could be designed to
strengthen Iran's position at
a time when the Obama ad­
ministration has said it
would negotiate with the
Iran over it nuclear program

. . AfIDDLE EAST &ASIA
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Requirements
FirstDegree in anydiscipline. Master'sdegree isanadvantage
Minimum 2yearsrelevant experience
Verystrong customer servicesoft skills,including complaints resolution skills,data gathering

••

I'eCIIIwIId • •

Reportsto:Team Leads.C.',"" ""surance

Responsibilities
.. Assistthe zonal q I champions in monitoring servicedeliverystandards bank-wide
.. AssistSMEsin SL;, ,-ieesurementand the useof processmanagementtools

Teamleads in feedback management,complaints management and service recovery
Assist team leads in implementing service improvement platforms for routine customers'
concerns resolution, serviceetiquette implementation, in-branch experience etc
Assistteam leads in feedback management.complaints management and servicerecovery

Kindly include your contact information (daytime eddress.e-mall,telephone number) on your 01 and
ensurethat we receiveyour application within TWOweeksof this publication.

Reports to:Head,Complaints Management

Responsibilities
.. Responsiblefor the daily management and long term roll-out of the Complaints management

and service recovery framework bankwide.
., Coachline management on commitment to the voice of the customer

Requirements
.. FirstDegree in anydiscipline_Alawor mastersdegree isan advantage
.. Minimum 10yearsrelevant experience in afinance-related organization
.. Verystrong analytics,banking operations,inspection and investigative skills

'(J4~'ifiJ'!Ift11ii-::lt·if,
Toapply.e-mail yourCVas anattachment tQ't~!lt1r "l1""""n!at>tI""f '<i~KtlII.,.

In addition, applicants are required to provide the following information in a row within an Excelu
spreadsheet in the order stated below:

PositionReferenceNumber
Name

.. Yearsof post qualifkation experience

., Yearsof banking experience
- Current Employer
., Current Role
.. GraduateQualification (Degree,Course& Institution of Study)
., PostGraduateQualification (Degree,Specialty& Institution of study)
... ProfessionalQualification

~'I~~'l$~~
., GoodComputerUteracy

ExcellentOral&Written Communication Skills
.. Strong Negotiation Skills
.. Analytical and ProblemSolving skills

Leadership/Supervisory Skills

Requirements
.' Aminimum of agood first degree in anydisctpllne
.' Minimum 6 years relevant experience for Generalist roles and 12years relevant experience for

Specialistroles

Reportsto:Head,BusinessProcessImprovement Unit

Responsibilities
Measureprocessperformance against SlAs,and implement continuous processimprovement,

• Diagnose and redesign processes,develop processperformance measurement templates.and
implement processimprovements.

_, Trainand coach line management and processors.respectively,

Requirements
FirstDegree in anydiscipline.A law or mastersdegree isan advantage
Minimum 10yearsrelevant experience in aflnance-related organization
Good 'understanding of core BPI elements - Process definition, measurement, analysis.
improvement&control,&tools- and effectively function to improve internal processefficiency
in respective processareas

Requirements
.. FirstDegree in anydiscipline.A Mastersdegree isanadvantage
.. Minimum 8yearsrelevant experience
.. Verystrong analytics.and data capture skills

Responsibilities
.. Develop, align. communicate and implement a HR Service Deliver strategy that reflects the

Bank's philosophy, local and global strategies and general approach to managing employee
related processes.

"" Advisefunctional line management on HRstrategyand support the strategy implementation
'"' Researchandprepare HRpolicies in linewith industry practicesand tabourlaws
... Define and implement the Bank'scompensation and rewards strategy
.' Manageemployee/industrial relations
., Develop and manageoptimal staffing levels ln the Bank
'" Provideexpertise to businessunits on employee performancemanagementissues

Reportsto:HoD.Human Resources

Reportsto:Head.Field Quality Monitoring

Responsibilities
., Implement service improvement platforms for routine customers' concerns resolution. service

etiquette lmplementatlon.ln-branch experience etc
.' Providereturnsto head office promptly
.. Ensure that service delivery is conducted in accordance with union bank quality standards

bank-wide

Requirements
.. A good first degree in Bankingand Rnance.Accountingor Computer Science.
.. Possession of CISA (Certified Information System Auditor) certificate will be an added

advantage .
., Minimum of fiveyearsexperience in bank/financial institution and ITAudit

Responsibilities
• Conducts reconciliation/audit & inspection of ITdepartment
• Makesrecommendations to the unit head on processimprovements
.. Assistsin the preparation of comprehensive inspection reports
., Investigatesthe violation of operational procedures

Assessesthe adequacyofladherenceto company's stipulated internal control procedures

Reports to:HoD,Quality Assurance

Responsibilities ,
., Dailymanagement and long term roll-out of the businessmanagement framework
., Problem solvlnq with stakeholders forthe best solutions to business processproblems

Coach line management and subject matter experts on business process management
credit/marketing, operations and businesssupport

Requirements
'" FirstDegree in anumerate. AMastersdegree isanadvantage
.. Minimum 12yearsrelevant experience

Reportsto:Head,ITAUdit

Requirements
., Agood first degree in anydiscipline,postgraduatedegreewill be of advantage
., MinimumSyearsrelevantexperience ,
.. Specialized skills in aviation/maritime/telecoms/energy/infrastructure and financial

institutions isanadded advantage

Requirements
• Aminimum of agood first degree in anydiscipline

Relevantprotessional qualification suchasACA,ACCAand/orCFA
., Minimum Syearsexperience ina reputablebankasan internal control officer

Responsibilities
• Ensurecompliance to the Bank'sprocessesand procedures I
• Conduct investigations and reconciliation functions '
• Follow up on audit recommendations
.. Prepareregulatory/statutory returns

Reports to:HoD,Corporate Banking

Responsibilities
., Credit appraisalsandstructuring of syndicated loans
., Manageexisting customer relationships
., Newbusines-sdevelopment
• Monitor approved creditfadlities
.. Monitor and ensurecustomers' compliance with credit agreements
., Ensurecustomer transactions areeffectively processed

Reportsto:HoD,Internal Control

Union Bank of Nigeria PlC is going through transformation with a view to repositioning itself as a clear leader in the financial services Industry.
Consequently,we seekintelligent and dynamic professionalsto fill the under-listed roles.Applications aresought from individuals possessingrequisite
experience/qualificationsandskillsto join the organization'semerging performancedriven environment.
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tity vows.

The Vaticanhad insisted during the 2008 presidential cam­
, paign that Lugo would always bea bishop under church law.

Kostinchok says the boy was born on May 4,2007, and
that the child is named after Lugo's grandfather, Guillermo
Armindo.

Carrillo is now 26, but her intimate relationship with the
bishop-turned-president began when she was 16, according
to local news media reports.

Msgr. Mario Melanic Medina, bishop from the southern
province ofMisiones, was the first member of the Paraguayan
clergy to react.

"Lugo lied to the Church, but better late than never, as the
saying goes," Medina said. "He won't be the only one who
lies to the Church, but he recognized his mistake and that is a
.courageous act" that may serve as an example for others to
follow, the bishop added.

aguayan President Fernando Lugo admitted yester­
day he is the father of a child conceived while he was still
Roman Catholic bishop.

Lugo surprised journalists by acknowledging he had an
intimate relationship with Viviana Carrillo, the child's mother
- just five days after lawyers for Carrillo announced they
were filing a paternity suit against him.

"Here and now, before my people and my conscience, 1
declare with absolute honesty and a sense of duty and trans­
parency in relation to the controversy provoked by the pater- .
nity suit, that there was a relationship with Viviana Carrillo,"
Lugosaid.

"I assume all responsibilities ... and recognize the pater­
nity of the child," Lugo said, promising to protect the boy's
privacy. The president said he will not comment further on the
matter'but will instead focus on his presidency. .

Carrillo did not immediately respond to the president's sur-

Paraguayan bishop-turned-prez admits paternity

p:land's deadliest fire in
early three decades

Serbia '<s., ~r crimes ore through a homeless
prosecutor says he . shelter yesterday, clairning2l
will seek the extradition lives and forcing parents to

of an accused Nazi living in toss children from windows
the. U.S. peter Egner is ac-.. to rescuers. .
cused of working with aNazi Firefighters stationed just
mobile unit that murdered 200 yards (metres) awaywere
thousands of Jews, Gypsies on }land in minutes but un­
and political dissidents in able toprevent the blaze from
Serbia during WorldWar II. trapping terrified residents in

Serbia's war crimespros- the two-storey building in the
ecutorVladimirVukcevicsaid small, northwestern town of
Monday he will seek the 87- Kamien Pomorski.
year-old Egner's extradition. The fire broke out around
.once he is stripped ofhis U.S. 1:00 am (2300 GMT) an~
citizenship. 's.pread "at an incredible·

Egner, who is living in speed," said local firefighters'
Bellevue, Washington, has spokesman Daniel Kowa­
been trying to stop the U.S. linski,
federal government's efforts About 80 percent of the
to striphimof citizenship.The building was in flames when
US. Justice Department filed the first firefighters arrived a
a lawsuit against him in July. couple ofminutes afterreceiv-

Fratczak reported later
Monday that the search ef­
fort had been completed and
no more bodies found.

At least 77 people were
staying at the hostel, which
,houses homelesspeople an~
poor families, when the blaze
erupted. The building was
constructed in the 1970s as a
workers' hostel and trans­
formed into a shelter several
years ago. Its roof and two'
storeys partially collapsed V1
the fire.

Firefighters said a number
of people managed to escape
by using an emergency stair­
well. European Commission
President Jose Manuel
Barroso contacfed Tusk to
ask him to express his and the
EU's "deepest sympathy to
the families of the bereaved
and to the Polish people."

month-old child was among
those hurt but was in "satis­
factory" condition, accord­
ing to a doctor cited by
TVN24 television,

"The injuredwere mainly
people who fled the burning
two-storey building even be­
fore the firefighters arrived,"
Fratczak said, adding that
many of them had leapt from
the windows and suffered
bone fractures. A team ofpsy­
chologists had been dis­
patched to the scene to help
victims deal with their trau­
matic experiences.

Police and prosecutors
said they-had begun an in­
vestigation into what caused
the fire as firefighters helped
extinguish the flames and be­
gan the grim search of the
building's burnt-out shell for
any more bodies.

Easter Monday hostel blaze kills 21 in PolandSerbia to seek
,extradition ofNazi
suspect from US

WORLD REPORT

prise announcement, but her lawyer, Claudio Kostinchok, said
he was pleased.

"By recognizing he is the father of the child, he proves us
right," Kostinchok said. "We didn't invent anything." "

Kostinchok said he didn't know immediately what would
happen with the lawsuit. Last week, he said he would withdraw
it after Carrillo denied approving it.

But Judge Evelyn Peralta said .ilaw requires the case to
continue, even if Carrillo's lawyers withdraw it. Lugo will be
notified in three days of the content of the lawsuit, sh~id.
Lugo, 57, resigned in 2004 as bish,_?pof San Pedro, capital city
of San Pedro province, which is the poorest region of the land­
locked SouthAmerican country. Carrillo is from the province.

InDecember 2006, he announced that he was renouncing
the status of bishop itself to run for president. But it was not
until July 31 of last year that Pope Benedict XVI gave him
unprecedented permission to resign, relieving him of his chas-

three-day period of national
mourning would be observed,
starting at midnight.

Tusk promised aid that
would include "not only new
housing, but also material aid
to victims' families".
. He 'c~lledon'"everyone to
show respect for the tragedy
and show proof of solidarity
with the families with'sober
celebration of this (Easter)
holiday."

Poland's national fire ser­
vice spokesman Pawel
Fratczak said it was the
nation's deadliest fire since a
1980 blaze at a home for the
mentally ill in north-central
Gorna Grupa that killed 55'
people.

He confirmed 21 people
were dead and another 21
hospitalised, including one
with serious injuries. An 18-

Former Catholic bishop turned president of Paraguay, Mr.Fernando Lugo

ing the alert, he said.
"People could not leave

theirrooms," Kowalinski said.
"The hallways were on fire
and filledwith smoke. Parents
threw their children through
the windows so firefighters.
and witnesses could catch
them." Witnesses described
horrific scenes.

"It was total chaos," one
told Poland's PAP news
agency. "People with their
clothes on' fire jumped from
the windows."
. The Easter Monday di­

saster shocked overwhelm­
ingly Catholic Poland and
Prime Minister Donald Tusk
and President Lech
Kaczynski rushed to the
stricken town to offer comfort
to the traumatised victims and
population of 10,000.

Kaczynski declared that a
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Signed
THE PERMANENT SECRETARY

FEDERAL MINISTRY OF WORKS, HOUSING
AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

HEADQUARTERS, MABUSHI ABUJA

6... Submissions will 'be opened on Tuesday 2rt
April, 2009 in the Conference Room of the
Ministry at 12.00noon. Contractors or their
representatives and the general public are all
invited

... - _.,...- _, :

So as to reach him not later than 2 weeks (21 st April,
2009 by 1O.OOam)from the date of this publication.

The pre-qualification documents (2 copies) shall
be signed, sealed in an envelope clearly marked
"Co nf'i d ent.i a l " and boldly written
"Pr-equalification for (Name of the Relevant
Area of Interest ) and returned to:

The Secretary
Ministerial Tenders Board -
Department of Public Procurement
Federal Ministry of Works, Housing
and Urban-Development
Headquarters, Mabushi - Abuja,

TRIPLE CEE MEDIA

Pre-qualification Requireme-nts
Evidence of registration with Corporate Affairs
Commission
Registration with COREN (if it is for
consultancy services)
(Company's Current Tax Clearance for the last 3
years
VATregistration Certificate
Evidence of financial capability and banking
support

In view of the- above, the ministry is inviting
reputable interested companies and service
providers for pre-qualification and tendering for
the execution of the projects.

Upgrading of facilities in the Ministry, Training
Schools and Workshops

Procurement/Installation of 1000KVA
Generator, Lifts, and other Office Equipment

3.
i)

ii)

111

• . iv)~

v)

c) Consultancy Services for the Supervision for the 5.
ConstructionlRehabilitation of Federal Roads
and Bridges

Companies currently working for the Ministry
whose contracts a!e unjustifiably behind .
schedule need not apply.

b) Consultancy Services for the Engineering 4.
Design for the construction/rehabilitation of
Federal Roads and Bridges

vii)

d) Procurement and installation of streetlights on
Federal Roads and Bridges

2.

f)

e)

Audited account of the Company (if applicable)
Company's profile showing:

.. .I

a) _Technical Qualification and experience of
key personnel to be involved in the projects

b) - Plants, equipment and technology capacity
List of similar projects executed in the last seven
(7) years;

v) _
vi)

a) Construction/Rehabilitation of some Federal
Roads and Bridges

The Federal Ministry of Works, Housing and Urban
.Development intends to implement the projects
contained in the 2009 Budget bordering on Works,
Services and Goods to include the following areas:

INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION AND TENDER FOR
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 2009 BUDGET---------------------------

EEO-ERAlMINISTIY_DfWHKS;IOUSING AND URBAN DEIElOPMENT
HEADQUARTERS, MABI_SHI- ABUIA

_-
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'""" Signed
Ag.)-lead, Procurement
'For: ExecutiveChairman,FIRS~., .

/

I(Nigerian) offices and the bulk of the f

implementation team must be based in I
Nigeria I
The vendor must have prior experience jf
implementing the solution in at least I'
three (3) other Nigeria-based
organizations. These organizations must J
be similar to FIRS in size. Experience !
implementing the solution iri a large I 5.
tax/revenue agency similar to FIRS is i
hiShly desirable.
The proposed solution must be an
enterprise level, supported and
commercially-available package that
has been deployed and in use on a
"live/production" basis (for at least one
year)inorganizationssimilar to FIRS.
The proposed solution must utilize/be
compatible with one of the following

•

•

Prequalificarionisopen to allvendors that meet
the followingminimum qualificationcriteria:
• The vendor must have been in operation

for a minimum of five (5) consecutive
years as a provider and implementer of
sofrware sysrem.
The vendor must have functional local

4.

Bidding is in two stages and this advertisement
relatesonly to.the firststage, whichseeksto pre­
qualify eligible providers for the second stage
bid.

3.
•

8. Prequalificationdocuments must be delivered to
agencyororganisation. h dd b I ,-_r l rO'rhL. I - ,tea ress e owat o~oerore 1<t, J\/¥rs I . I ')
The bidding co.mpanymust submit: 27th May 2009: Pr'equalifi(tatiorlda</umentj \ :~,
A certified copy of the current Tax submitted late ~illbe r\i~.c.ted~equalifiClttion \.

Clearance Certificate and any other documeneswillBeopened in the presenceof the
documentation proving/that the·~f6tnpany• vei}dor'srepresentativeswho chooseto attend at
(~nd.any partners wit~;whichi.t'~:joinCY;: the address below at 1500hours on 27th May
bidding as the case may ~ IS III\-gooa § i.oh9, /
standing with the ,~ AJfhorf~~i,s int. ; .,
Nigeria or the vendor sHomeco.untry.',.. .,. . .. if . '\ " T'·'· ... 9. FIRSreservesthe right to accept or reject any or
• Tax Identification N\.uIll~~S,",IN')h,,'""',,~.... alldocuments or any item or part thereof or to

forNigerian vendors. $-" "., . .'. . . ...' .
. . I ' c. h waive any informalities or irregularities m bids,

Audited financia state lor t .e h . h . hd hi/The FIRSalso.reservest e rig t to WIt raw t IS
last 3 years to demons e....(he ~ bli .. h . . d·. . . ~- pu icanon at any tune WIt out prior notice an
finanCIalcapabiliry: of the vendor in the FIRS mak~o representations that any
term~ of pr~fitability al}d adequate ! contract will be warded to any;, of the
working capitaL! ! respondingvendors) i
Evidence of being fa software f I i
com pan y. 0 ran fa cc red i ted This procurement! is also publishJd. on the
representative ofone. / bsi fFIRS·· fi g 1.. . (. we SIte0 at www. Irs.gov.n .
Legally binding Jqll1t ventures .
agreellft!nt if the bid ij in partnership

'-Orio;consortium with other(s) ;;
t /t

Interested eligible vendors m:jy obtain further t'
information from the Federaljlnland Revenue ,i

Service (FIRS) and inspect the bidding I
documents from 0800hrs i600hrs, Mondayl
to Friday, 14th April 2009/- ~~t.h May 2009,
exclusive of Public HoIldays) at thb,-,
Procurement Department, FIRS Head
Office, No 15 Sokode Crescent, Wuse Zone
5, PMB 33, Garki, Abuja, Nigeria. Phone:
+234 (0) 9 -670564 or 234 (0) 8035980159.

Accordingly,FIRS now invites eligiblevendors
to bid for the provision, installation,
configuration, customization of an
Enterprise Finance and Accounting
Software package.

2.
•

and
and

\ I
Q

•

The mission of the FederalI~and Revenue
Serviceis to "operate a tnt.f!Sparent and
efficient tax system tha~#miz~ .
revenue collection and volun(ary cfimPIi_pnce".

~. I
I

In pursuit of this mission, FIRS(recentl~
completed the re-engineering of its Financet
Accounts (F&A) functions and as part of the
reform program now seeks a robust,
cusromizable and scalable software package to. .
automate the re-engineeredprocesses.

• Information Technology Prci~
aneeBate. ftlesda~-r4th Aprjl2~ . . .

Relational Database Managem&~~ 6. A complete set of bidding documents in English
Systems (RDBMS): Oracle or Mkl'Qsofr>:' Language would be given to Pre-qualified
SQLServer. ~ '" vendors upon payment of a nonrefundable
The proposed SOIUti~m;:;t-oe tender fee of Ten Thousand Naira (N1O,
upgradeable, anp rr\ust 110 for 000.00).

""'"tdditiOQjllprogrrm\;m~es, interfaces
...,tusttni~ed reportl~ batch processing, 7. Vendorsshould Sllbmit original and three (3) copiesoj
~rc r~ added on a site specific basis their j»-equalification documents in separate sealed

without changing baselinesourcecodeand envelopes. Each sealed package should clearly
in a manner that does not prevent or indicate thevendor'snameand address and marked as
unduly complicate the upgrade path. jollows:

• . The proposed solution must be highly "Procurement & Implementation of
configurable so as to suppOrt significant Enterprise Finance &Accounting Software"
customization without requiting The packages must also indicate the copy

. modifkation ro chesourcecode, b ORIGINAL Co N 1num er e.g. , py o. ,etc., as
The proposed solution must . provide appropriate. Vendorsare also required to submit

generalized finance and accounting an electronic copy of the document.
functionality and not contain business
rules, forms, etc specific to any particular

FIRS, therefore, wishes to procure
implement an Enterprise Finance
Account Software package.

I
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..
Signed:

Director (PAM&'lfProcurement)
for: Honourable Minister

Formal Opening of Bids: Opening of all bids is scheduled lor
. "'_ _.. by 12noon at the Conference Room, Federal Ministry
of Environmen I,Headquarters, Mabushi -Abuja

6,

Not later than 12nool1,Two (2) weeks from the date of this publication

The Secretary
Ministerial Tenders Board
Federal Ministry of Environment
3'"Floor (Room B3(1)
Headquarters, Mabushi
Abuja

Submission Deadlines: The completed prequalificaticn documents must be
forwarded in sealed envelopes with chosen LOT specified and marked on the
top left hand corner "CONFIDENTIAL" and boldly written
PREQl1ALIFICATON: "EROSION CONTROL WORKS
IN LOT "toreach:

5.

(i) Certificate of the Company's Registration/Incorporation
(ii) Provide details of company profile including the Curriculum Vitae of

Key professional staff'andothers resources
(iii) Company's Current Tax Clearance Certificate
(iv) VATRegistration tor the last three years (Evidence must be attached)
(v) Company profile reflecting executive capacity, plant & Equipment

owned and personnel
(vi) Verifiable evidence of previous cognate experience in jobs of this

magnitude, including certificate(s) ofjob completion
(vii) Evidence from the Company's Bankers confirming its financial

capacity to undertake the works, ifawarded.
(viii) Audit Reports for the last three (3) years

4.

Scope of'the Works: (1) Site Clearing
(II) Excavation for drains and earth works
(III) Provision ofInterceptor drains and Culverts
(IV) Pilling of gullied areas
(V) Re-shapingof'gullyedges
(VI) Concreto works/Reinforcements
(VII) Stone pitching works
(VIII) Grazing of Reclaimed land
(IX) Anci llary works
(x) Studies and Design of Flood/Erosion Projects

Eligibility: Interested reputable contractors arc requested 10 forward for
consideration the following pre-qual ification documents;

3,

Objective: To control the menace of Erosion and Flood in the
selected states

2.

LOTC 09

L01'C 08

U>TC07

LOT C 03
LOTC (14
L01'C05
LOTC06

LOT "D" PROJECTS
Kudan Erosion and Flood Control, Kudan LGA, Kaduna State
Erosion Control and Channelization of Nan a Ojatitun-Igbeti
Road Drainage, Ogbomosho North, Phase II, Oyo State
Ecological Problems ill Abeokuta South/North Ogun State
Ugbonabor-Ugbo Okpala-Obeagu Junction Erosion Control Site
Erosion/Flood Control at lIudu and Eda, Ekiti State
Ofure Road, Akhebn Road - Hospital Road, Erosion Control
(Uhiaja),Edo State
Control Erosion atAuchi, Etsako 'Vest and Hievbe in Owan
East LGA, .Edo State
Erosion Control in Okeara, Erinle and Akori River, Agboye -
Odotin LGA, Osun State
Erosion Control in Gwoza - Borno State

LOTCOI
LOTC02

Okehelen-Awo Road, Ftuod Water Harvesting Uromi Edo State
Harvest of Water through Flood' Control at Naraguta, Jos North
LGA, Plateau State
Harvest of Water through Flood

" Onlrugba/Ogundeko/Elebutu Floud Control, Ijebu Ode L~A,
Ogun State ..

LOTC 12
LOTC 13

LOTC 10
LOTC 11

. LOT "C" PROJECTS
Ngurore River Bank Protection, Phase 1I. Yola, Adamawa State
Alasa/Wada/Alada Erosion Control. Ogbi LGA
Odooba Comprehensive Erosion Control OOLGA
Erosion Control at Uvu, Borne State
Erosion Control at Agboba Bridge, Kwara State
Numa town Roundabout Erosion Control, Demsa LGA, Adamwa
State
Ido OsifMoba Erosion Control
Ijesha Modu/Eloli
Namatari Flood Water Project, YSLA, Adamawa State

LOT "B" PROJECTS
,Jada Erosion Control - Adamawa State
Mgbuitanwo Emolua Erosion. Control - Rivers State
Erosion Control at Ayegbaju
Agwatashi Erosion Control work s, Nasarawa State
Tekpagi/Ibba Erosion Control, Niger State
Erosion and Flood Control around University Campus to Ouulyi,
Nsukka, Enllgu State
Water Harvesting through Erosion Controi in Bashar, Wase LGA,
Plateau State
Erosion Control at Ebushu Orin, Ekiti State
Erosion Control at Okporowo, Ahoada East LGA, Rivers State
Erosion Control in Odo-Odere, Idanre. Ondo State
Erosion Control at Igbalasa, Oke-Ijebu Owe, Ondo Sgtate
Erosion Control in Onitsha Uku Aniocha North LGA, Delta State
[sale Ibefun (;ulJy Erosion Reelamatton _
Gully Erosion Control at Gege/Agbeni, Ibadan, Oyo State
Ada-Okere-Ukoni-Amedokhian Old road Erosion Control Esan
North East LGA, Edo State
.Erosion Control at Kakirai Secondary School. Kano State
Erosion Control at Ayesan
Erosion Control at Ogotun, Ekiti State
Erosion Control at Ise, Ekiti State
Erosion Control at Aramoko, Ekiti State
Erosion Control at Ipoti/Odoowa
Erosion Control at Efou Alaaye
Erosion Control at OdoAyedun and Oke-Ayedun
Ecological/Flood Control in Ekiti North Constituency II
Owode Yewa Erosion Control
Erosion Control at Ogbonihian Near Dekina along Anyigba­
Dekina-Shintaku
Power line, Uwa Dumez RPAD Ivbiotor Quarters, Ikpoba-Okha
LGA, Edo State
Ogosi Erosion Control, Ikpoba-Okha, Edo South I,GA, Edo State
Umuoj!Erosion Site, Umuoji, Anambra State
Nnobi Erosion Site - Anambra State
Erosion Control at Ikole, Ekiti State
St. Barnabas Erosion Site, Ojoto, Anambra State
Iruebene Ojoto Erosion Control Phase n,Anambra State
Republic United Osaroguwa Erosion Control, Upper Siponba
Road, Ikpoba-Okban-LGA, Edo State

LOT" A" PROJECTS
Dotun 1gede Road, Ijebu NELGA Gully Erosion Control- Ogun
Slate
Erosion Control at Lalaba, Argungu - Kebbi State
Erosion Control at Okarki, Ahoada West Iga - Rivers State
Erosion Control at Nkalagu Community, Isheulu
Erosion Control at A'I'''''LGA, Nassarawa Stare.
Erosion Contrel at Gandutse, KUI'a LGA, Kano State
Erosion Control at Emene/Mgbom in Ohazara LGA, Ebonyi State
Erosion Control at Smitb Close, Ekot Ekpene, Akwa-Ibom State
Erosion Control at Umulew-Umuna Ideate SOUTH LGA, Imo
State
Study and Design of Shore Protection at Tombia, Rivers State.
Erosion Control at Palmgrove, Ondo town, Ondo State
Erosion Control at Takum, Taraba State
Erosion Control in Jahun, Miga LGA, Jigawa State

LOTC07
LOTC08
LOTC09

LOTC01
LOTC 02
LOTC03
LOTC04
LOTC05

~ • LOTC06

LOTB 28
LOTB 29
LOTB30
LOTB3!
LOT B 32
LOTB33
LOTB34

LOTB27

LOTB 16
LOTB 17
LOTB18
LOTB 19
LOTB20
LOT B 21 .
LOTB22
LOTB23
LOT B24
LOTB25
LOT B26

LOTB 08
LOTB09
LOTB 10
LOTBll
LOTB 12
LOTB 13
LOTB 14
LOTB 15

LOT B07

LOTBO!
LOTB02
LOTB03
LOTB04
LOT B05
LOTB06

LOTAIO:
LOT A II
LOT A 12
LOT A 13

LOT A 02:
LOTA03:
LOTA04:
LOT A OS:
LOT A06:
LOT A 07:
LOT AOS:
LOT A 09:

LOTAOI:

1. Introduction: The Federal Ministry of Environment intends to
'carry out Erosion and Flood Control Works in the following selected
Locations in the Country as appropriated in the 2009 Budget:

Headquarters, Mabushi, Abuja
FEDERAL MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT
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"What we need is better
regulation. How can the Di­
rector General of Nigerian
StockExchange (NSE) be the
chairman of Trans National
Corporation (Transcorp)?
You can also see the prob­
lem between Dangote and
AP. Dangote is a Vice Presi­
dent of the NSE. The only
thing is that the NSE should
stop operating as a CUR."

Daily Trust can report
that from a peak of
N12.6trillion capitalisation in
March 2008, the NSE went
into a spiralling decline, drop­
ping4S.8% by the endofthe
year.

Nigerian Stock Exchange
All Share Index fell 37 per­
cent this year, the steepest
quarterly decline in more
than a decade and the worst
of '89 benchmark indexes
tracked by Bloomberg.

Meanwhile, the report of
the SECCommittee on theNi­
gerian Capital Market has
said that the contributory
factors for the decline the
investors' confidence are: In­
effective market regulation
and supervision, weak insti­
tutions and corporate gov­
ernance, lack of regulatory
pro-activity and cohesion,
unregulated margin financ­
ing, concerns about trans­
parency, uncompetitive cost
structures , inefficient and
cumbersome processes.

The CBN has failed to
control inflationary rate
which currently hovers
around IS per cent, experts
say.

In the same vein, Dr.
SanusiAbubakar, an econo­
mist told Daily Trust yester­
day that one of the solutions
to the meltdown,/~f the
country's stock market is to
have an alternative stock
market in Abuja, This, he
said may be called the Abuja
stock market.

Daily Trust can report
that the call to have an alter­
native stock market is not a
new one.

But Malam Harnza dis­
agreed, saying Nigeria has
not reached the stage ofhav­
ing another Stock Exchange.

the CBN governor 'is too
powerful and that was what
brought about the profound
concerns on who occupies
the seat.

The tenure of the incum­
bent governor of the CBN
'Professor Chukwuma
Soludo expires next month.

eBNGov Prof. Soludo
it regulates. The FSA is an
open and transparent
organisation and provides
full information for firms,
consumers and others about
its objectives, plans, policies
and rules.

According to Malam
Hamza, the financial service
regulatory authority will be
in charge of all financial
organisations, while main­
taining its independence and
autonomy.

He said the CBN should
be limited to monetary policy
formulation and guidelines
and not regulation. '

He said it is easy for cor­
ruption to set in when an
organisation like the CBN
controls virtually everything
in the economy.

He said the position of

By JibrinAbubakar [
are the responsibility of the
Executive.

The FSA is accountable
to Treasury Ministers and
through them to Parliament.
It is operationally indepen­
dent of Government and is
funded entirely by the firms

Owing to the poor
performance of the
economy and the

inability of the regulators to
stem the tide of the country's
economic woes, an econo­
mist has advocated for an in-

. dependent and autonomous
regulator.

Speaking to Daily Trust
on phone Malam Gambo
Hamza said: "My suggestion
is that there is a need to es­
tablish another financial ser­
vice regulatory authority
which is independent of the
CBN. Thiswillm3ketheCBN
to concentrate on monetary
issues."

According to him, it is
being practice in the United
States and the United King­
dom.

Daily Trust can report
that the Financial Services
Authority (FSA) in the
United Kingdom is an inde­
pendent non-governmental
body, given statutory pow­
ers by the Financial Services
and Markets Act 2000. Itis a
company limited by guaran­
tee and financed by the fi­
nancial services industry.

The Treasury appoints
the FSA Board, which cur­
rently consists of a Chair­
man, a Chief Executive Of­
ficer, three Managing Direc­
tors, and 9 non-executive di­
rectors (including a lead non­
executive member, the
Deputy Chairman). This
Board sets our overall policy,
but day-to-day decisions
and management of the staff

Economists seek 'alternative'
-CBN, stock market
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He said that the commis-
sion makes an average
monthly withdrawal ofN21 0
billion for the payme1:lt of,
RSA retirees under the-pro- '
grammed mode of pension
withdrawal which is a peri- ~~;.
odic. :~

"7,181 RSA retirees are' , I
currently receiving retire­
ment benefits by pro­
grammed withdrawal. The ~ I
commission makes a total
average monthly withdrawal
ofN21 0 million and a cumu­
lative withdrawal ofN18.6
billion", he said.

The commission added
that it has enrolled andveri­
fied 11,304 federal govern­
ment employees retiring be­
tween 2008 and 2009 ~r the
issuance of retirement
bonds.

PENCOM's head of risk
management, Mr. Loyinla
Olulana said that the total
benefit due for services ren­
dered byFGN workers which
includes gratuity and pen­
sion up to June, 2004
amounts to N 1.68 trillion.

ByAbubakar BubaP oised to ensure a se
cured life for workers
at retirement, the Na­

tional Pension Commission
(PENCOM) said that it had
paid a total ofN55.21 billion
into the Retiree Savings Ac­
count (RSA) offederal gov­
ernment employees, who re­
tired at December, 2008.

Another N89 billion has
been remitted for the pay­
ment of the accrued retire­
ment benefits of workers
prior to the commencement
of the present pension
scheme.

FG retirees to get N55b
pension benefit

dinary three- to six-month
deposits with banks with no
exit option.

The credit crunch and
global economic slowdown
have virtually frozen sukuk
markets worldwide, adding'
to pressure on the $1 trillion
Islamic finance industry as a
whole.

But Tolefat said there
were still plenty more prod­
ucts that can be developed
by asset managers ofIslamic
banks, he said.

"You take a sukuk, put it
into a fund, get a rating, give
it a liquidity option and a lot
of takaful companies will
come and invest," he added.
Reuters.

invest the funds in. The mar­
ket for Islamic bonds, or
sukuk, has not yet devel­
oped a strong secondary
market as investors hold
most sukuk until maturity.

"If! want to offer an an­
nuity, I cannot because I
don't have Islamic ponds for
20 years or 15 years. The
maximum you can find in the
market is five or seven
years," he said.

Tolefat said that while
medium-term investments
such as sukuk with 5-year
maturity are available,
takaful companies also
struggle to manage their
short-term liquidity, as they
typically have to rely on or-

members contribute to a
pool of funds which is used
to indemnify participants
who suffer a loss. Profits
made from investing the
funds are distributed among
members.

German insurer Allianz
has been one of the first
Western insurance compa­
nies to venture into the grow­
ing takaful market.

Unlike in conventional
insurance, takaful companies
do not insure risk. Their role
is limited to managing the
takaful fund, for which they
get a management fee.

But Tolefat said takaful
companies lack both short­
term and long-term assets to

The emerging Islamic
insurance industry, or
takaful, is set to con­

tinue its strong growth but
insurers are constrained by
a lack of investment oppor­
tunities, an executive said.

Abdul Rahman Tolefat,
chief executive of Allianz
Takaful, expects general in­
surance to grow by 15 per­
cent and life insurance by 20
percent annually over the
coming years, he told the
Reuters Islamic Banking and
Finance Summit.

Global takaful premiums
are estimated to have
reached $2-3 billion, Tolefat
said. '

"Growth will be driven by
international players coming
to the market," he said.

Tolefat also said custom­
ers in the Gulf Arab region
are increasingly interested in
building up savings for their
retirement as government
pensions are often not suffi­
cient.

He said the third main
driver of growth will be in­
novation in distribution
charmels, as insurers are in­
creasingly turning to banks
to distribute their products.

"For us that's a big pri­
ority, people here trust banks
more than insurance compa­
nies; insurance is very new
in this market, because only
car insurance has been man­
datory," he said.

Under Islamic insurance,

Islamic insurers lack investment options

\_>;,,' ..~ "
'W . J"~ ~'t "' -~

From left: Group Captain Murtala Salawu, Vice Chairman, Courteville Investment Pic; Mr. Kenneth Okafor, GM,
Quotations and Listing, Nigerian Stock Exchange; and Mr.Adebola Akindele, MD/CEO, during the listing of Courtville
Investment on the floor of the Nigerian Stock Exchange in Lagos recently. Pic: Oladipupo Odunewu.

N~!!~dingplatform should be,overhauled -:.!i~E£~~-
Ttem which the Nige *R d 6 h d.· n::llSSlOnersto have a unrver-

rian Stock Exchange ecommen '(1 _ our h~II ln~ sity degrees and at ~east ~2
(NSE) is operating needs to k.) tI (..4,' . ye~s relevant expen.ence ill
be overhauled to improve .. . . capital market operations, fi-
.. b d b f By IdrisAhmed i members to retire by rotation evant experience an quali- nance and investment law

Phncrng btai °dntnhrumghersoL .. ...__.___ .j The report said: "Policies to ensure continuity. SEC fications. economics ac.coun'ting'
s ares 0 arne ou ne- h ld I . I de a nrovi . b d I' d: "A . . ' .. . ':~~~'~~~~g~~~!~:~Ot~~ ~~:, ~~~~~~~~!a~Jt~~~~ ~i~~th~ ~~I~~cf~~: ~r~:r~ ~~~;e~~~:~v~ls~~av~~~~ lawsts~~~d be g&r~~~:~~ ~~;I~:~:r ~~I~:-~~~~.?,n or
capital market rules has cesses for market making to
recommend.The committee's create a wholesalg invest­
full report was made avail- ment market around Institn­
able by the Securities and tional investors that will pro­
Exchange Commission vide market depth and liquid­
(SEC). Part of the recommen- ity.
dations was the need to The report said the SEC
adopt a quote-driven sys- and NSE should fast-track
tem. , and immediately finalises

Under the current market and publish the rules and
system, trading transactions guidelines, structures and
is based on offers. But .the processes for market-mak­
report said "a shift to a ing.
quote-based system where The report also said that
dealers armounce bid-and- the SEC should work with
ask prices and meet orders the NSE to increase the trad­
out of holdings will improve ing hours on the floors of
transparency." The Exchange to signifi-

The report said: "In a cantly increase daily trading
pure quote-driven market, it volumes and value, thereby
is expected that dealers pro- improving market liquidity.
vide liquidity, and improved "Specifically the NSE
pricing based on numbers of should move to a six-hour
shares obtained through ne- trading day (from 9:00 am­
gotiation. Achieving this will 3:00 pm) on the date it
require an upgrade of the switches on the new quote­
NSE trading platform driven system. This will pro­
(through an overhaul of the vide sufficienttime for trad­
current system). ing and concurs with other

The report said: "The trading hours around the
NSE should also hasten the world", the report said.
broadband initiative for The report said the role
seamless remote accessibil- ofthe SEC Chairman should
ity to the trading engine. SEC be re-defined so that the Ex­
should explore the frame- ecutive Chairman is some­
work for the operation of in- one with a university degree
ter-dealer brokers to facilitate qualification and at least 15
price discovery by market years' relevant experience in
participants and investors capital market operations, fi­
as a means of increasing nance and investment, law,
market depth and liquidity." economics, accounting,

Also recommended was business administration or
the need for the establish- any other related field.

I
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The findings and observation of the NPAManagementCommittee are
highlighted asfollows:
i. the first call of the MVSUACement 1 in Lagoswason the l"ofSeptember 2 0 0 8

as an ocean going vessel;
ii. her first call to Port Harcourt was 1"of November 2008 asan ocean going vessel

to discharge bulk cement. By implication she has assumed the status of a
Cabotage vessel as result of the number of voyages she has done
between Port Harcourt and midstream Bonny;

iii. the vessel does not have the necessary document from NIMASA, Nigerian
Immigrations and other agencies to operate asCabotage vessel;

iv. the vessel's operation is not in compliance with the provision of the Nigerian
Coasta!and Inland Shipping Act 2007;

v. the vessel has not applied to the Federal Ministry of Industries to operate as a
factory pursuant to the guidelines of the factory Act;

vi. there is no evidence showing the vessel submitted any Environmental Impact

The NPAmanagement has refused to, implement these recommendation leading to the
present escalation in labour unrest in the Port Harcourt Quays which if not checked may
spill over to other ports in Nigeria.

The SUAGroup as a Corporate Social ResponsibleOrganization should start the process of
complying with the recommendation of the NPA Management Committee rather than
these various false publications that do not represent the proper direction for a
sustainable port development programme fur the SUAGroup to take industrial peace and
harmony to reign in the Port Harcourt Quays.
The Minister of Transport should therefore rise to the occasion by compelling NPA to
implement the recommendation of the NPAManagement Committee so that peace can
reign in the Port Harcourt Terminal 1 leased to the SUAGroup on a common user basis
under the Ports Reform Programme of the FederalGovernment of Nigeria.

If the SUAGroup wants to set up a cement terminal in Nigeria they should strive to meet
all our extant laws for such activities rather than the present acts of breaking of our laws.

There were 13companies granted licences to import bagged cement only the SUAGroup
is in contravention of our extant laws. The licence granted to the SUAGroup was strictly
for the importation of bagged cement and not bulk cement which they are presently
bringing into the country using the floating cement terminal (FCT) named SUACement I­
which is a cement factory ship.

To our utter chagrin, it is a pity that the SUAGroup have chosen this path of Infamy
through their various publications in the massmedia misinforming the general public
on the need to disregard an alleged wave of pre-meditated negative campaign
unleashed on their cement and ports operation in the last three weeks by disgruntled
elements in the maritime sector, in connivance with their competition and a few other
uninformed and/or greedy Nigerians who have infantile and unrealizable ambitions
instead of showing remorse for illacts.

The Recommendation of the Nigerian Ports Authority Management
CommitteeonOperationsof BUAcement 1Fac:toryVesselat PortHarcourt
Portclearly Indicted the BUAGroup
The Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA) Management Committee did not commend the
SUA Group as falsely reported in the various publications sponsored by the BUA
Group.

We are therefore constrained to make our position known to well meaning maritime
stakeholders and the general public on the various contravention by the SUAGroup
despite their continued publication of false and rash press releases in the massmedia
intended to hoodwink Nigerians into believing that they were the-aggrieved party and
not culpable under the extant laws of the land due to our petitions to the various
regulatory agencies of government for prompt action and appropriate sanction on
the SUAGroup.

The fact of the matter is that the SUA 'Group is operating an unapproved floating
cement terminal (FCT) named SUACement 1employing foreign nationals and crew in
violation of the immigration and labour laws of the Federal Republic of Nigeria and is
also carrying out ship to ship transfer (STS) within the SUAPort and Terminal in Port
Harcourt Quays in flagrant contravention of all extant laws and regulation to operate
and manage FCTin Nigeria.

TheRecommendationsarealsohighlighted
l. That SUACement 1 vessel must have a dedicated terminal or permanent location

not in the common users facility;
ii. The factory vessel (MV SUACement 1) should be properly registered as a factory

with the Federal Ministry of Industries, Cabotage Enforcement Unit of NIMASA
and all other relevant government agencies;

iii. All the factory crew members engaged in Dock work and seafarer related jobs to­
be replaced with competent Nigerian Dockworkers and Seafarers;

iv. SUA Ports and Terminal should be directed to update the registration status of its
Dock workers and all persons involved in the performance of Dock work with
NIMASAimmediately:

v. SUA should comply with all relevant requirements regarding full provision of
PersonnelProtective Equlpments (PPE)and cloak room for all its Dockworkers;

vi. That SUA Ports and Terminals should comply with the provision of toilet facilities,
canteen, cloak room and medical facilities 'for all dock workers engaged in her
terminal; ".

vii. That BUAshould further improve on pollution control in its terminal;
viii. The Terminal Operator should develop a very good working relationship with the

various stakeholders mthe Port especially the Maritime Workers Union of Nigeria
(MWUN) as this willlJelp in resolving most of the labour related issues and a quick
turn-around of vessels;

lx. SUA Ports and Terminals should make all efforts to improve on its status as a
responsible terminal operator by way of improving welfare issues as it regards
her dock workers;

x. SUA Port and Terminals should make deliberate efforts to add value to the
existing facilities it took over from the NPA.

In furtherance of this objective, the coalition will uphold and defend best port
industry practices by exposing any unwholesome act by indiViduals or organization in
the maritime industry in Nigeria that sets out to undermine best industry practices,
Weare of the firm view tnat all maritime contravention that may impact negatively on
the livelihood of many Nigerians if not checked and may impinge on the national
economy ~ught to be' reported to the appropriate authorities to investigate and in
order stop such malfeasance fo'rthwith.

There is therefore need to enthrone best practices and procedures in the maritime
industry in Nigeria to ensure that we become truly a maritime nation and the hub for
trade in the region. We need to steer back on course our maritime heritage to the
betterment of not only the maritime community in Nigeria but in the national interest
towards ensuring that our maritime strategy puts us in our rightful place as the
maritime hub in the West and Central African sub region.

There is need to urgently put in place a course of action that will create opportunities
to ensure the development and growth of adequate il}digenous capacity and
competences to enable the local maritime industry compete favourably with foreign
shipping interests in the domestiC maritime industry within a short time and
participate effectively in the cross trades in the West and Central African sub region.
We must develop a shipping policy for Nigeria that will encourage and support
Nigerian shipping firms so that they can compete on an equal footing with shipping
firms of other countries by ensuring best industry practices in our maritime activities.

With the paradigm shift in public policy towards local content and national treatment
such as the Cabotage law, it is expected that indigenous maritime infrastructure and
capacity will grow. The development of a national merchant fleet will generate
economic benefits and foreign exchange income for the national economy and, if
successfully managed, can enjoy certain cost advantages if best port industry
practices thrive. .

The Coalition on Best Port Practices is a vanguard formed by some patriotic and well
meaning Nigerians to promote and engender the growth of best industry practices in
the Nigerian maritime industry. Foreigners currently dominate the maritime industry
in Nigeria due to the high capital requirement for the maritime business and the
absence of any form of assistance and protection for the local operators by the
Nigerian government.

This has led to significant decline in the Nigerian owned merchant fleet due to lack of
fleet renewal, high cost of newbuildings and economic downturn over the years with
a corresponding decline in human capacity development in the maritime industry
leading to erosion of skills and competences of local operators to work the maritime
trade competitively. If the local shipping operators are to handle projected growth
adequately, the critical capacity and capability issuesmust be addressed.

Assessment Plan (ElAP);
vii. no evidence of the business plan submitted by SUA Cement to NPA management

has been approved;
viii. the floating factory is berthed at common user berths;
ix. the five(S) of the Sri Lankan factory workers engaged on board MV SUACement 1

have expired seaman passports (Apdx 1);
x. the vessel' was given three (3) pre-conditions fur its operations (Apdx 2a) : (a)

Submission of business plan proposal to NPA management (Apdx 2b), (b) The
vessel must not stay fur more than two (2) weeks on every call, (c) That ship to
ship transfer can only be done if the first pre-condition is met, carefully studied
by the Authority and a possible permanent location approved for it;

xi. the vessel performs two types of operations: (a) Suction, bagging and discharge
baggeq cement directly from the vessel to the trucks, (b) Receives 'bulk cement
from a feeder vessel that moored along side the factory vessel whenever the
quantity of bulk cement is low. However, as at the time of conducting this
inspection no feeder vessel was moored along side; I

xii. that SUA Ports and Terminal is yet to complete the registration process of her
Dockworkers with NIMASA;

xiii. that Dock workers were well kitted, however it was noted that the new kits were
issued a day prior to the visit by the committee;

xiv. that no death was recorded since the arrival of SUACement 1;
xv. the Crew list of fifteen (15) Seamen and Twenty Eight (28) SRI LANKANCREW

LIST consist of persons engaged as Factory workers. The crew list consist of three
(3)Greek nationals and ,twelve (12) Ukrainian nationals, however all the twenty
eight persons addressed as Factory Crew by SUA management are from Sri
Lankan (foreigners). SUA however claimed to have engaged thirty two (32)
Nigerians as factory workers. Based on the document captioned SRILANKAN
CREWLIST (Apdx 1) issued to the committee by the captain ofMV SUACement 1, it
can be clearly established that of the twenty eight (28) persons on the list, six
(6) are clearly involved in the performance of dock work, white the remaining
Twenty two (22) persons are engaged in the performance of seafarers jobs (Chief
Engineer, 2""Engineer, 3'" Engineer,ElectriCian,Oiler, Cooksand Fitter).

xvi. the level of pollution from SUA cement operational area can be said to be at a
tolerable level;

xvii. the none implementation of various welfare issues for dock workers, prominent
among which include lack of Toilets/Bathrooms, canteen, medical facilities, cloak
room, non implementation of condition of service and appointment letter
(Apdx.3).

xviii.Even with the inadequacies observed, the Port have reported significant increase
in revenue as a result of the operations of the vessel (Apdx. 4)

CONTRAVENTION OF NIGERIAN LAWS BY BUA CEMENT 1: THE WHOLE TRUTH

PRESSSTATEMENT
BYTHE COALITION ON 'BEST PORT INDUSTRY PRACTICES IN NIGERIA

Right Wing First Floor Triana Building 18/20 Commercial Road, Apapa, Lagos 234 703 000 3440
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For and on behalf of Coalition on Best Port Industry Practices in Nigeria,

There is need to set the records straight to bring out the whole truth so that the BUAGroup
entry into cement importation and the ensuing unethical and unsavoury practices by th~
Group which the various SUA press releases try to cover are exposed and put to public
scrutiny and probity for Nigerians to ascertain the reason for the 'current inability of the
various statutory regulatory agenciesof government to c~1Ithe BUAGroup to order.

We do not believe it is in the national interest for Nigerians to be misled through false
publication in the media by unpatriotic and selfish entities that have refused to comply with
the lawsof our great nation, Nigeria. Consdence isan open wound only the truth can heal it.

Condusion
It is in the best interest of the maritime community in Nigeria that the FederalGovernment
investigate thoroughly these nefarlous activities by the BUAGroupwith a view to identify the
various parties that havecontributed to the malfeasance in order to sanitize and improve the
quality of shipping and other ancillary services in Nigeria.

Thi~ will surely expose where th,e incidence of blame lie so that corrective and preventive
measures including appropriate sanctions are applied on any party found to haveconstrued,
connived or abetted knowingly or unknowingly In these unwholesome acts that breach all
best management practices in the maritime industry.

Implication for the Nigerian Maritime Industry
The main concern and issues raised by these illegal, unsafe and insecure activities by the
SUAGroupare as follows:
I, Operating a floating cement factory without obtaining the appropriate

government approvals:
ii. Bringing in over age vessel into our waters with the attendant safety, health,

environment and security implications;
iii. Danger to safe navigation in the Bonny pilotage district by double banking of

vesselsduring STSoperations at berths 6and 7 in the Port Harcourt Quays;
iv. Gross violation of the operating plan in the Lease Agreement for the Port Harcourt

Terminal Bby the BUAGrouPi '
v. Contravention of the various provisions of the legislative and regulatory

frameworks and structures governing Labour; Health, Trade & Environmental
Standards in the maritime industry in Nigeria;

vi. Sidelining of local maritime labour with the attendant job losses and erosion in
human capacity building in the Nigerianmaritime industry;

vii.Influx of expatriates without work permit through unethical Immigration, Labour;
Health, Trade&Envlronmental practices; and

viiLColossal1ossof revenue due to government through underhand practices by the BUA
Group through evasion of payment of actual dj'ty due to the Federal
Government, which is 10 percent for bagged cement as evinced in the award letter
to the beneficiaries for the importation of the bagged cement into Nigeria.

lx, Why the various statutory regulatory agencies of government have refused to take
appropriate action to inveStigatethis malfeasanceand sanction erring parties.

With the present foreign domination of the maritime industry in Nigeria, the consequences
of the implication for the maritime industry in Nigeria are very dire. It is very challenging
given the current global financial meltdown.

The Immigration Act cap 171 LFN 1999
• The passports of the twenty nine (29) Sri Lankan nationals on board the BUA

Cement 1 were analyzed and it was observed that 17 (seventeen) expatriates
came with temporary work permit (TWP) that were issued and cancelled, a facility
unknown in immigration procedure of the NIS, 5 (five) expatriates came with
unspecified type of visas, 7 came with Business Visas some of which had expired
while 9 (nine) visas were extended at least once and 5 (five) were currently
expired. None came in with a Subject to Regularization (STR) visa and they were not
part of the crew aboard the vessel. The immigration contravention were
irregular visa entry, suspicious immigration facilities, residing without legitimate
permit and working without relevant quota grants and resident permits. They
were engaged in activities for which they were not permitted making them
Prohibited Immigrants (PI) so they ought to be eased out of the country in
accordancewith the provisionsof the Immigration Act.

The Nigerian Port Authority Act cap 38 LFN1999 .
• The vessel is operating as terminal within another terminal in breach of the

Development and Operating Plans as provided in the BUA Port' and Terminal
limited Lease Agreement signed between SUA Group and NPA!BPEon a common
user basis.

• The vessel has not applied to the Nigerian' Ports Authority for the required
authority to construct and operate as a marine terminal in Nigeria in accordance with
the Nigerian PortAuthority Act Cap38 LFN1999.

• The SUA Group has continued to operate a ship to ship (STS) transfer to service
the FCT at berths 6 and 7 in blatant disregard of the NPA letter to the Managing
Director of Sua. Ports and Terminal referenced HQJGM/M/OP/465 dated 19'"
October 200S on the unauthorized mooring, berthing and STS operations at the
PortHarcourt Port. .

• Despite efforts by Nigerian Ports Authority in setting up-a. management commIttee
to look into the industrial dispute between the organized labour under the aegis of
Maritime Workers of Nigeria (MWUN) and the management of SUA Cement and
Nigerian Ports Authority, which had threatened industrial peace and port

. operations across the country, the floating cement terminal continues to operate
illegally in our territorial waters.

The Factories Act cap 126
The BUACement 1 is a FloatingCement Terminal, (Factory Ship) which should be registered
under the FactoryAct Cap126,lFN 1999.
• The vessel has no applied to the Minister of Industries for registration of the

floating cement terminal as a factory pursuant to the guidelines of The Factor,iesAct
Cap 126, LFN1999,

• She is also not in compliance to the Factories Act for Docks (Safety of labour)
Regulation. The cement factory operation is unsafe, as the dockworkers were not
issuedwith proper andadequate safety equipments.

/

Oke Maduegbuna
National Coordinator

,ercnlilnr Shipping Act 2007,MSAAct No. 27
Part II Restriction on trading in Nigeria (Foreign Shipsare restricted from domestic trade in
Nigerian inland and coastal waters).
Part III on registration and licendng of ships (All vessels trading in Nigerian waters must be
registered and licenced lasstipulated in the MSAAct No.2?).

Coastal and Inland Shipping (cabotage) Act cap 5 LFN2003
Part II Restriction of Vessels in Domestic Coastal Trade (Prohibition 3. A vessel other than a
vessel wholly owned and manned by Nigerian dtizens, built and registered in Nigeria shall
not engage in the domestic coastal carriage or cargo and passengers within the coastal
territorial inland waters, or any point within the waters of the exclusive economic zone of
Nigeria.
Part III Waivers The vessel, which is Panamanian flagged, was built in Japan in
1972and converted to a floating cement terminal in 1984. The vessel hason board f i f tee n
(15) seamen consisttnq of three (3) Greek nationals and twelve (12) Ukrainian nationals with
another crew of twenty eight (28) Sri lankan nationals. The vessel hasnowaiver on Build,
Registration, Manning, and Ownership from NIMASA.
Part IV licence to Foreign Vessels The vessel does not have a licence to trade in
Nig~ria
PartV Registration Age of VesselsStatutory limit is 15years (BUACement 1 is 35 years)

vessel is presently also in Contravention of the following regulations and
Ub;,C'tl.nll'oPrt'tinnsuch shipping and port activities in Nigeria:

lin.~rialn Maritime and Safety Administration Act 2007 (NIMASAAct)
XIII Shipping Registration and Development. (The vessel is not registered

with NIMASA and as such does not comply with the requirements of the Coastal
and Inland Shipping (cabotage) Act, 2003 for such ship to operate In Nigerian
coastal and inland waterways.) The floating· cement terminal is supposed to be
mooted and stationed at a location to be designated as her exdusive marine zone under the
provisions of the Nigerian Maritime and Safety Administration Act 2007 for safety and
security reasons.

,nnlrnnti,,'·.,regulatory measures are necessary to check invasion of the country by sub-standard,
dangerous or prohibited goods. Beyond that, it is imperative that operations at the ports be
secure and efficient to facilitate prompt and uncomplicated transfer of cargo to the other

modes and performance of assigned responsibilities.

ports system is vital to Nigeria's maritime trade and 1'0 her productivity. It is a life-line. As
globalization continues to exacerbate, the challenges facing the Nigerian maritime
in an increasingly complex and unpredictable global environment, particularly in the
domain should be addressed. Our territorial waters, which are part of our maritime
provide tremendous opportunities and are of enormous importance to Nigeria's marine

laviaat:ion security and prosperity.
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STS, Cement Baggirg
STS
STS

far; the vessel has called illegally at our ports on six successive voyages as enumerated

the vessel which is a bulk in- bag out ship has operated continually in Nigerian
and within the lagos and Bonny Pilotage Districts in the past six months having made her

into Nigeria on the 27'" August 2008 in flagrant contravention of the provisional approval
in error by the Nigerian PortsAuthority.

;erlesIS()f BUAContravention of Extant laws
exigencies of time requited to comply to the proper procedure for bringing in and

'In,,.r..tinn a floating cement factory (FCT) in Nigeria, the BUA Group was.~iven a provisional
by the Nigerian Ports Authority for the FCT to call at the Lag~ Ports Complex to

1ic:r·h::>rn .. the bulk cement she had on board and then go outside to the roads until she is in
-nn.fnr-miltv with all statutory requirements and conditions governing such shipping and port

Nigeria. This provisional approval that has led to the present contravention by the

the BUA Group chose to misrepresent to Nigerians their illegal acts which continue to
Inlil<>rrn;",<>the noble intention of govemment to bring down the cost of cement is totally
lishlear'terlina and very worrisome. It calls for a thorough investigation at the highest level of
~n",,.rr,m,"nl"to unravel the perpetrators of the dastardly acts and bring them to book

among other companies granted licences are bringing in bagged cement into the country
""uIJI.II<'<"".... It is noteworthy to state that MINAJ has two vessels currently discharging bagged

at FLT/FOTin Onne Port, they are MVVinolin Might and MV Bulk Harbour with 20,000
of bagged cement onboard respectively when they arrived. The BUAgroup also

2'in the PTOLterminal next door to its own terminal MVSea Rider discharging 25,998
nPl·ri...t.....,>f'\I\O!t;. of bagged cement.

vesselsare working witti'out-any hinderance, as they are in compliance with the stipulation
import bagged cement not bulk cement as per the offidal letter granting the importation of the

cement that was for valid until December 2008. We are however not concerned with the
of validity given the commendable actions of these new entrants to reduce cement prices.
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Accha grass used as fodder in Barkin Ladi local government area of Plateau State

Accha displayed in Jos market

within the range ofNl50 to
N 170, that an indication of a
good harvest and crop will
be availab! .

He ac .ied that when the
grain is sold higher then it
means the crop is in short
supply. "But if it sold at
prices within the range of
N200 and above, you can tell
that the crop is scarce and it­
was probably due to poor
harvest".

Ayuba noted that the
crop has no specific dis­
ease that can hinder its
growthpointing out that the
crop could suffer attack of
weeds. " Sometimes the

people prefer to go for other
cereal crops than accha".

She said the reason
why it costs more to buy
than other cereals is be­
cause of the rigorous pro­
cess of cultivating the grain.

On whether the farmers
have ever enjoyed any sup­
port from the state govern­
ment which help in develop­
ing accha production in the
state, Ayuba said there was
none, lamenting that calls for
government's assistance
were in vain. --

Among the challenges
faced by the farmers,
Ayuba stated that Accha
production was tedious and
could be alleviated with the
help of mechanized farming,
for instance, the milling ma­
chine can help in dehusking
the from the chaff".

According to Ayuba, re­
moving the hulk form the
seed is the most difficult part
of harvesting the crop. He
added, "That part of the job
is usually done by women
after the men have cut off the
main grass from the field, and
that is one reason why a lot
of farmers don't opt to plant
the Accha seed because of
its hard process involved in
its harvest, but Iassure you
the with milling machines
Accha production will im­
prove significantly on the
plateau".

The local method of mill­
ing the crop usually allows
the farmer to have by- prod­
ucts which can be used for
other domestic chores. Apart
from the smooth straw which
serves as fodder for animals,
it can also be used for roof
thatching, livestock bedding
among others ..

The straw according to
Ayuba cost N200 per pile,
which serves as another
source of income for him,
"Most of the cattle rearers
around these areas buy their
straw from me at the cost of
N200 per pile, imake quite a
lot of money which augment
my income". He said.

Ayuba therefore, ap­
pealed to the state govern­
ment to come to their aid by
providing them with loans
that can allow them purchase
the machines.

When contacted if the
state government had plans
to assist the accha farmers
in the state , the Commis­
sioner for Agriculture in '
PlateauState, Nabasu
Amfani Yakubu told Daily
Trust that the government
was already addressing the
need to make fertilizer avail­
able to them at subsidized
rate.

He added that fertilizer
was sold at exorbitant prices
to the ordinary farmer, but
through government's inter­
vention, farmers were able to
have access to fertilizerwith­
out experiencing much diffi­
culty.

be par boil like rice.
Accha crop can in form

of black or white, depending
on the type of seed planted,
but a dealer at New Market
in Jos, who did not want his
name mentioned explained
that the types of accha are
differentiated in Jos accord­
ing to the place it comes
from, "F or instance, some
people call the one from
Bauchi as Bauchi Accha or
plateau Accha, but actually
there is no difference in the
two". She explained.

According to her, the
Accha business is a lucra­
tive one as a measure is sold
_at N200 and sometimes even
more. "That is why some

in Plateau
Accha can be preserved

for as long as one month
post harvest, however, it
could generate some tiny
worms if not properly pre­
served, " The best way to
preserve it is to leave the
hulk on the grain, and when
you want to use it you can
then remove the hukl". He
added

The grain can be pre­
pared in series of delicacies
depending on the cuisine
one wishes to prepare; it can
be eaten alone and in a great
variety of soups as side or
main dishes. The most com­
mon ways it is prepared on
the plateau is in the form of
tuwo, porridge, pap, or it can

crop can suffer from the at­
tack of weeds, that is if the
weeds grows faster than the
crop, your Accha farm land
will be overgrown with
weeds and it will affect the
growth of the crop, there­
fore the farmer has to be en­
gaged a continues wedding
process so as to prevent the
weeds from taking over the
farmland".

For instance, unlike
maize, accha does not re­
quire fertilizer to thrive on
the farmland, "it grows with­
out the help of fertilizer,
though some use to apply it
but in most cases farmers
never bother to apply the
fertilizer".

r

From Mahmud Lalo,Jos.

U$IN£SS

Aiccha, also known as
hungry rice is among
he important cereals

that is commonly grown by
farmers in Plateau State and
predominantly in the Middle
Belt.The states include

. Niger, southern Kaduna,
Federal Capital Territory,
Bauch; ~··:ongothers. Owing
to its unportance, the crop is
now part of the mandate of
the Nigeria's foremost cere­
als research institute, the
National Cereals Research
Institute, Badegi, Niger State.

Apart from being a staple
food for most people in the
area, accha is also produced
In a commercial quantity
scale by farm operators and
used as fodders. The crop
is also readymade source of
supplementary dietary fibre,
said to be good for diabetic
patient.

Although, the origin of
the grain in the plateau was
difficult to ascertain but
most of the farmers inter­
viewed byDaily Trustmain­
tained that the crop has been
in existence for a long time!.

The major Accha pro­
ducing areas in the state are
Riyom and Barkin Ladi local
government areas and it is
on a large scale from where
it is transported to other
states across the country.

Steven Ayuba who is
among the farmers in Barkin
Ladi 'Who cultivates Accha
told Daily Trust that the ce­
real is usually planted mostly
in a submerged land, where
the seed is broadcast thus
allowing it to germinate
within a week, "The seed are
usually spread on the farm
land with bear hands on a
prepared land which allows
it to germinate within a
week".

Like most cereals Accha
thrives best during the rain­
ing season but planting of
the seed is done between
May and June, "The Acha
grows well during the rain­
ing season after the planting
of the seeds in the months
of May and July every year"
Ayuba said.

Continuing he said how­
ever that " too much rain
could hinder its growth as it
.will make it to grow beyond
the normal size and if that
happens in most cases, it
loses its taste".

The harvesting period of
the crop is usually during
the months ofNovember and
December, when it becomes
available in the market, "By
November or December the
crop is always ripe for har­
vest inmost cases, it is a time
to determine whether there
is good harvest, although,
we do record good harvest".

On the criteriawith which
they determine a good har­
vest, Ayuba explained that
that' , when ameasure is sold

T'hr'Ivirtg accha -s biz

Daily Trust 'fuesday,April14, 2009
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the oil industry l.Secretary­
General of the union Mr.
Veriatus Ams-Amahson
.who said this at a stake­
holder meeting in Lagos
weekend said the develop­
ment was a bane to the min­
ing sector.

He expressed regret over
the persistent importation of
the mineral through waivers
despite the ban by the Fed­
eral Government

T he Association of
Miners and Proces
sors of barites (BB)

has said that Nigeria has lost
over N6.2 billion annually to
incessant granting of waiv­
ers for the importation of
barites into the country.

The Association also
'said that the development
may cause the mining sector
to collapse because- it 90
per cent patronage is from

He said importers take ad­
vantage of thewaiver to flood
the country with imported
barites resulting to poor pa­
tronage of locally made bar­
ites, adding that the govern­
ment ought to protect the lo­
cal industries because-there
is a large deposit of barites
and bentonite in Nigeria.

According to him, over
the time the oil sector had
refused to patronise the 10-

Mining: Nigeria loses N6.2bn annually

centres, adding tliatAulic is
embarking on aggressive
drive to phase out the obso­
lete equipment in the com­
plex and replace them with
modern ones.

"'We- are replacing and
rebranding the complex,
which was built for business
transaction. Wewant to bring.
the'fnback. The complex has •
the requisite shape for exhi­
bition"

He said the company has
also tighten the noose on se­
curity lapses in the complex
and environs, adding that the
development is borne out of
the need to guarantee secu­
rity of'lives and properties in _
the complex. .

The company had last
year staked N57.9billion on
the trade fair complex to
clinch its ownership follow­
ing invitation for bids by the
Federal government.

Ezehsaidhis company is
collaborating with a Califor­
nia-based Company in pro­
vidingtIainingprogramme fur
youths, craftsmen and.basi- ...
nessmen onmodern business
technique.

Aulic Nigeria Limited,
a service comp,;my
which wonth~com­

petitive bid for the acquisi­
tion of the Lagos Interna­
tional Trade Fair Complex
has promised to turn the
complex into a haven of busi­
ness opportunities in West
Africa.

Part of the plans to en­
sure this drive, according to
the company's Managing
Director, Nick Ezeh,is the
creation of West Africa fi­
nancial business centre
around the complex.

He explained that the
centre, apart from serving as
a melting pot of business
prospects, would also give

cal manufacturers because Nigeria a deserving place
they could still get the im- among the committee of na­
ported product through the tions in West Africa sub-re-
back door. gion.

He said that for the sec- Eze, who spoke with
tor to contribute its quota-to 1 newsmen in Lagos at the

. the nation's Gross Domestic ! weekend, said the overhaul
-Products that other sector i of the complex has been seg­
such as pharmaceutical, ' mented.·
paints, patronise the local f He said the infrastruc­
barite. Glass, plastic and i tures therein cannot stand
construction industry t the demands of contempo­
should patronize the sector - rary trade fair and exhibition

finery has been concluded.
He said, "This projectwill

have a direct impact on the
downstream sector as it will
radically reduce the traffic to
Apapa port, which was origi­
nally built to handle only 10%
ofNigeria's energy importre­
quirement as against the 90%
it does today. Itwill also in­
crease Major Marketers'
throughput by bridging the
huge supply gap."

"The Lekki Terminal
Projectwillhave a SinglePoint
Mooring (SPM) facility lo­
cated about 7km offshore,
which will support the
berthingof80,000 deadweight
tonnage (dwt) vessels for the

The 210,000MT capacity
terminalisconceptualizedtobe
best-in-class and the largest
purpose builtproduct terminal
in the sub-SaharanAfrica dis­
patching over 500 trucks per
day in what is set to
revolutionise petroleum prod­
ucts distribution inNigeria.

This investment, accord­
ing to Mr. Ayo Ajose­
Adeogun,CEO Oando Refin­
ery and Terminals is a precur­
sot and in synergy with
Oando's plan to develop a
GreenfieldRefinery Project in
the same location. Already, a
comprehensive 4-month de­
tailed bankable feasibility
study for an ultra-modem re-

As part of its strategy
to ensure optimal
value extraction

across its diversified invest­
ments along the energy value
chain,OandoPLC has flagged
off the development of an ul­
tra-modem refined petroleum
products import Terminal at
the Lagos State Lekki Free
Trade Zone (LFTZ).

To this end, Oando has
commissioned the Front End
EngineeringDesign(FEED)of
the terminal scheduled to be
completed by the third quar­
ter of 2009, whilst the entire
project is expected tobe com­
missioned in the first quarter
of20l2.

first time in West Africa , !
thereby significantly provid- i
ing unprecedented cost effi- !
ciencies". i

Also commenting on the i
project, Mr. Wale Tinubu, t

GroupChiefExecutive,Oando i
PLC said it will be the bench- i
mark forproduct receptionter- i
minals in sub-Saharan Africa i
that will once again attest to i
o~ .superior execution capa- !
bilities, i

"We project strong early i
cash flow thatwill provide im- !
mediate shareholder value I
and the financial platform for I
the development of our ultra- . i
modem refinery in the same i
location." __ J

;

L-R: Rotimi Oyekan, the Lagos and
at the Business Day CEO Forum Nigeria held in Lagos recently. I
Oando begins work 0,0 210,000 MT Lekki Ierminal project I

Aulic to turn Lagos
trade fair business
haven inW /Africa

~I
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covery will- be deferred to
2010".

It also noted that devel­
oped countries' oil invento­
ries had risen in February to
61.6 days of forward cover,
the highest since 1993.

Victor Shum, an analyst
in Singapore with the Pervin
& Gertz consultancy, said
the lEA's lower forecast rep­
resented "very serious de­
mand destruction".

Since hitting a record
high o£more than $147 a bar­
rel in Jol5' last year, the price
of oil has fallen dramatically.

It dropped below $40 a
barrel at the end of2008 be­
fore recovering slightly, but
remains nearly $100 below
peak levels.

BBe.

T he price of oil has
fallen after the Inter
national Energy

Agency predicted that the
global recession would cut
demand for crude this year.

The lEA said on Friday
that world oil demand would
fall by 2.4 million barrels a
day to 83.4 million barrels.

InAsian trading, US light
crude fell 79 cents to $5l.45
a barrel. London Brent oil
was down 47 cents at $53.59.

However, trading was
light,with markets inLondon
largely closed for the Easter
holidays.

The Paris-based lEA said
its forecast of lower oil de­
mand was influenced by "a

: growing consensus that
-; economic and oil demand re-

Oil falls as demand
set to slow

to see that Nigeria possesses
the experienced people, with
the necessary expertise to ad­
vice on various aspects of the
oil and gas reforms being un­
dertaken by the Federal Gov­
ernment.

He said: "The Nigerian
Gas Association, with such
expertswithin itsmembership
canplaya key role in advising
and guiding the government
in a manner that will ensure
that Nigeria obtains the best
and highest value from these

/i Stories from Mohammed :
i Shosanya, Lagos -
i..__._....~ ._.__....... . J

aim of promoting the growth
and development of all sec­
tors ofthe Nigerian gas indus­
try, theNigerian GasAssocia­
tion presently has over 750
corporateand individualmem- -
bers. Itsmembership is drawn
from all the gas producing
companies, natural gas trans­
mission and distributioncom­
panies, LPGmarketingcompa­
nies, gas engineering firms
and students from institutions
ofhigher learning.

V ice President
- Goodluck Jonathan

has called on the Ni­
gerianGasAssociation(NGA)
to offer the Federal Govern­
ment its professional advice
in the oil ongoing reform of
the oil and gas sector.

According to him, the de­
velopment will help make the
reforms being undertaken in
the oil and gas industry sue­
cessfuL

The Vice President stated
this when the Association
paid him a courtesyvisit at the
State House recently.

According to the Vice
President, it is very gratifYing

professional manner.
He said: "The NGA is for­

tunate to draw itsmembership
from across the various areas
of the gas industry - govern­
ment, private sector,upstream,
midstream and downstream.
We therefore have the advan­
tage of being able to bring a
balanced, considered and to­
tal view to the various issues
facing the gas industry and
also proffer sustainable solu­
tionstothem".

Formed in 1999 with the

and objectivity of the NGA's
proposals for the gas sector
of the industry are impressive
and deserve to be studied in
greaterdetail. Inparticular,the
idea of the creation of a Gas
Flares Out Strategy Team,
comprising of all key stake­
holders in the industry is in­
teresting and will be further
explored by the administra­
tion"

Engr. Charles Osezua, the
NGA's President assured the
government of the
Association's commitment to
continue to contribute to the
development ofNigeria's gas
industry in an unbiased and

refurms. I thereforepersonally
request your quality feedback
and input into the process."

Speaking, theMinister for
Petroleum Dr. Rilwanu
Lukman thanked theNGA for
the many salient observations
made during the visit, and told
the Association that many of
its recommendations had ac­
curately anticipated the vari­
ous strategies being put in
place by the government.

JIe also noted the
government's readiness to
consider the other recommen­
dations made by theAssocia­
tion.

He said: "The accuracy

-VP seeks input into oil, gas reforms
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Speaking recently at a
forumorganisedbythe apex
bank, Soludo said that the
measure was.to ensure that
the liquidity pressures and
run up to commonyear end
do not drivebankto "race to
bottom." .

He argued that despite
the complaintthat the inter­
est rate was high even be­
fore the intervention of the
CBN,creditto themanufac­
turing sector,as atFebruary
2009,wasN999A5billion'as
against N352.04 billion in
2005.

He said that the major
determinantof interestrate,
whichis the inflationratehas
increased over the years
withtheheadlineinflationfor
March2009put at 14.75per
cent,sayingthat othercoun­
tries where the interest rate
is below five per cent also
have inflation rate that is
belowfiveper cent.

"These countries that
have less percentage of in­
terest rates such as US and
UK , you also have to look
at their inflation rate. Most
of them have less than one

lendingfacilities,sayingthat
interest rate.on lending fa­
cilitiesshouldbe fix atavery
lowpercentagewhile banks
and fmance houses should
be allowedto determinethe
deposit rates.

His reasons, "It is the
banks that determine who
they want to give loans but
they can give better and
higher deposit rates to in­
crease their depositors'
funds and their balance
sheets."

He saidthere isno finan­
cial institution in the coun­
try that gives loan at a re­
duced rate, explaining that
even the- micro-finance
banks set up to provide
funds for small andmedium
industriespermonth,which
translatesto between25and
30per cent for ayear.

Responding, the CBN
Governor,Prof Chukwuma
Soludo, said that there had
been improvement in the
level of facilitiesgranted to
the manufacturing sector
nowthanbeforethe consoli­
dationperiod.

He noted even though
there was improvementbut
that there is room for more per centof inflationrate,"he
improvementinthefacilities. said.

The CBN governor ex- President of the Char-
plained that although the tered InstituteofBankersof
market-propelledrateswere Nigeria (CIBN),Dr.Erastus
the best approach in the in- Akingbola,saidthat the rate
dustryuntil nowbut that the of the interestrate couldnot
stiff competitionamongop- be used to determine the
erators had pushed rates to growthofthemanufacturing
unacceptable levels. sector, as there are many

"The market-based ap- challenges, such as incon­
proach to interestrate deter- sistentpolicies, poor policy
mination as practised until implementation and dilapi­
now remains the best ap- dated infrastructural facili­
proach but given the un- ties, especiallypower.
usual global crisis and' the He said thatmarket base
consequentimpactonNige- interestrate regimewillhelp
ria, thereis aneedtomoder- the economyto grow rather
ate competition and lay thanthe controlregime,say­
greater emphasis on the ing that in the US andUK ,
safety and soundnessof the there interestrates arebased
system," the governor said. on themarket forces.

"On the rationale for pegging
interest rates, the CBN boss
said, "the market-based ap-

proach to interest rate determi­
nation as practised until now
remains the best approach but
given the unusual global crisis
and the consequent impact on
Nigeria, there is a need to mod­

erate competition and lay
greater emphasis on the safety
and soundness of the system.

"

!

1

Major stakeholders
particularlybanks'
hief executives

and the CentralBank ofNi­
geria(CBN)hadrecentlyex­
amined the state of the
nation's economy and the
need to sustain the current
interest rates fixed by the
apexbank and the banks.At
the townhallmeetingcalled
bytheCBN,manyNigerians
advocatedfor thedownward
reviewof the rates.

Nigeriahasbeenconsid­
ered to be one of the coun­
tries With'thehighest inter­
est rate in the world, with
most.of'theEuropeancoun­
tries, "United States of
America (USA) and the
United Kingdom (UK) as
well as somecountries such
as Ghana inAfrica enjoying
a lowerrate.

WiththeUK reducingin­
terest rate to 0.05 per cent,
US zero per cent, and the
Asian countries such as
China and Korea reducing
their interest rates to below
fiveper cent,Nigeriahasjust
pegged its interestrate at 22
per cent with an additional
two per cent charges, mak­
ing it 24per cent.

This regime is expected
to be in place up to endDe­
cember2009whena review
will be undertaken.

Butprior to the fixingof
the interestrate,banks in the
countryhave been charging
between 32 and 40 per cent
as interest on loans.

The Governor of the
Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN), Prof, Chukwuma
Soludo, while announcing
the fixingof the interestrate,
saidthe decisionwasanout­
come of the Bankers' Com­
mitteemeeting which com­
prised oftop officialsof the
apex bank and banks' chief
executives.

Onthe rationaleforpeg­
ging interest rates, the CBN
bosssaid,"themarket-based
approachto interestrate de­
terminationas practisedun­
til now remains the best ap­
proach but given the un­
usual global crisis and the
consequentimpactonNige­
ria, there is a needtomoder­
ate competition and lay
greater emphasis on the
safety and soundnessof the
system.

,"Itwas observedthat in­
terest rates have recently
risen to levelsconsideredto
be intolerable and not sup­
portive of the desired eco­
nomicrecovery.Theywould
also observe a lending rate
.whichwill be atmost seven
per cent above the deposit
rate.All otherchargeswould
be at most two per cent."

He said the committee

recommendations of the
committeeon the economy,
said that there is need for
further reduction of the in­
terest rate to jumpstart eco­
nomicdevelopment.

He noted that with the
interestrate fix at22percent
and an additional two per
sent for sundry charges,
money manufacturers will
not have access to fund.

On his own, Director
Generalof theLagosCham­
bers of Commerce and In­
dustry,Mr. Muda Yusufar­
gued there is no way the
governmentand the Central
Bank ofNigeria (CBN)can
leave interest rate to the va­
garies of the market forces,
sayingthatmarketbased in­
diceswillneverallowthe in­
terest rate to be at single
digit.

He further argues that
state intervention as can­
vassed by Oshiomhole is
necessary to ensure reduc­
tion in interest rate, adding
that such actionwill help in
reviving the manufacturing
sector that is in comatoseas
wellasdeveloptheeconomy.

The director general ar­
gued that the CBNwill find
it difficultfixinginterestrate
on both the deposit and

tors accounted for about
N6.1 trillionof the creditsin
2008.

He said that the govern­
ment could further reduce
interest rate to single digit
and that banks should be
mandatedto lendto specific
sectors but not a matter of
generalisingthe real sector.

Making an analogy,the
former NLC president said
when he was building his
house inKaduna , therewas
government policy that
pegged the interest rate at
nineper cent and targetedat
certain sectors of the
economy.

ChairmanoftheNigerian
Economic Summit Group
(NESG), Mazi Sam
Ohuabunwa, said that
though the apex bank has
started moving towards re­
ducing the interest rate, but
should ensure that most of
the loans granted by banks
shouldbe directedat thereal
sector but not at ordinary
traders.

He noted that interest
rate should be brought low
to allow the real sector to
manufacturingsectorto take
its responsibility of engen­
dering the growth of the
economy. ,

President of the Chartered Institute of Bankers of Nigeria
(CmN), Dr. ErastusAkingbola

He also agreed with
Oshiomholethat it is only a
functionalandvibrantmanu­
facturing sector that could
generate employment and
create wealth for the coun-
try.

ChairmanoftheHouseof
RepresentativesCommittee
on Banking and Currency,
Ogbuefi Ozongbashi, who
lauded the apex bank for
embarking on some of the

system instead of the mar­
ket base economy,explain­
ing that if the government
put a cap on interest rate
and, it would engendereco­
nomicgrowth.

Oshiomhole noted that
large amountfromtheN8.1
trillion creditgrantedby the
banks to the real sectorwas
to the oil and gas, telecom­
munications and trading
sectors, addingthat the sec-

f·~FrOm-KayOdeEkUDdaYo,
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observed that currently, in
some cases, banks were
charging as high as above
32 per cent as lending rates
and give as high as 21 per
cent on deposits, adding,
"the cost of doing business
by thebankingsectorisvery
highrelativetomostofother
economies,especiallyin the
areasofpowerandsecurity.",

To ensure that the lend­
ing rate was reduced, the
apex bank decided that its
discount window, where it
lends to the banks will not
be more than 500 basis
points above the Monetary
PolicyRate (MPR),atmaxi­
mum of 14,75per centwith
the currentMPRrate at 9.75
per cent.

The apex bank also dis­
closed that the regime of
consolidated supervision
wouldbegin thisyear that is
the joint examination of
bankswith other regulators
includingSecuritiesandEx­
changeCommission(SEC),
Nigerian Deposit Insurance
Corporation(NDIC)andNa­
tional Insurance Commis­
sion(NAICOM).

"When the situation
normalisesthemarketwillbe
allowedto play its role. The
CBNwill continuetomoni­
tor developments in the
money market and stand
ready to take appropriate
actions to ensure liquidity
and stabilityofthe financial
, system."

Operators in the fmance
industry,especiallythebank­
ing sector saw the reaction
of the apex bank to soaring
interest rates in the banking
industry as a return to the
regimeof controls,butother
stakeholdersinthe economy
thought the CBN should do
moreby interveningandfur­
ther reducing the interest
rate.

At the townhallmeeting
initiatedbyCBN,theGover­
nor, Edo State , Comrade
Adams Oshiomhole, said
there is need for more gov­
ernment interventionto en­
sure that genuine manufac­
turers have access to funds.

Heparticularlyaskedthe
government to intervene in
the interest rate by pegging
the rates andnot allowthem
to the vagaries of to market
forces, adding that such
governmentinterventionwill
go a longway to rejuvenate
the manufacturing sector
andcreateemploymentinthe
country.

He said that the country
andNigerianswouldbebet­
ter off when the country
adopt a state intervention
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is reduced. As we are ex­
panding to other states, the
indigenes of the states there
would get their own ratio of
the employment. And we '
must remember that e';ery
thing now is IT driven and
so, if we give service to
internet providers, we are
ensuring continuity in the
business of these internet
centerswhich are amajor em­
ployer oflabour in Kano and;
other part of the country.

One thing is that Kano is
a growing economy and
when we talk about how we
can survive our competitors,
you would notice that any­
where in theworld,monopoly
does not help the people but
when you have competition,
it gives rise to quality service.
With Megatech in Kano, we
are surely going to help the
indigenes by training their
children in terms of their IT
experienceand ofcourse, defi­
nitely, we would also need­
some hands for us to oper­
ate. The competent ones who
have to move out ofKano be­
cause the PTO's are not in
Kano would-stay back be­
cause we would employ them
here in Kano . This company
would grow better if the IT
infrastructure is in place. So,
Megatech would be an addi­
tion to the employment mar­
ketin Kano.

Looking at the- chal­
lengesof infrastructurelike
electricity, how can you
cope?

.Before you go into busi­
ness, you look at your cost
analysis and you already
know your promises and
your threats and we have
taken that into consideration
an<fY"'weare not taking the
probler» ~f electricity as a
challe be that cannot be
overcome any more because
we have based our business
plan on the absence of infra-­
structure like electricity. If
there was electricity when we
came into the industry and
now there is no electricity, it
would have been a different
thing. But now we know the
situation in the country and
we have our plans to over­
come the problem.

What is the vision of
Megatech in the coming
years?

We want to be a mobile
hub. We also want to provide
all the services that can be
provided in technology. You
want to make a call, video
conferencing and any other
thing you want to do,. you
don't have to leave your
home with Megatec on
ground, and we should be
able to do whatever we want
to do.

•

We are looking at 5million lines but of
course, as demand increases, we also in­
crease our capacity because the capacity
for technology is limitless. So we have

made our projection to 3.5 million for the
19 _statesbut with 24 states, because we just
acquired Abuja also, and as we progress,
we would surely expa'!d our capac_ity.

Kano'because actually, our
chairman is from the North
and he has his family in the
north and every time he
comes to this part of the
country, it is very difficult for
people to reach him. So, he
saw the need to improve the
service and that is why he
decided to invest in the tele­
communication sector. So
when you say it is saturated,

Y:u recentlysignedangreement with ZTE
if China after you

acquired a CDMA license,
canweknow how this could
impact onyour business?

Going from our involve­
ment with ZTE from the be­
ginning, when we decided to
diversify into the CDMA
field, we had our first license
to cover Kano and we
wished that we have only
one carrier and we applied to
the NCC and after about 3
months, they granted us the
HIS-6 in the 19 states of the
North. We already signed the
contract for Kano at the time.
We -did not have the fre­
quency for the other states
then. So when we did our
'first call' ceremony, we felt
we should use that opportu­
nity to sign the memorandum
of understanding with ZTE
because they have done
their best and they have de­
livered good service to us.
So we felt we should sign an
MDV with them to extend
their services to other states
which we already have the
license and frequency for. So
we intend to roll our services
to other states before the end
of this year.

-With the memorandum
of understanding now
signedwhatactuallyshould
your customers expect?

ZTE is our vendor and we
are the operator. We know
we are going to roll out in
the 19 states simultaneously
and we know how many
base stations, what we are
going to do now is to ship in
the materials and before the
end of the year, we would

it is not so. People are get­
ting what is available but not
what they want. The other
networks are available but it
is not as if they are satisfied
with what they are getting.
We are here to change that.
And to give the people good
quality services for less cost.
The good thing about the
CDMA quality is that it is
cheaper than the GSM. So,

How did you arrive at
the decision togo intopart­
nershipZTE?

We asked all the,vendors
to send in their proposals
and all the vendors obliged
and after consideration, we
talked to technical experts to
look into their proposals and
we found that ZTE presented
us with the best coverage
and best quality.

Do they have the tradi­
tion of excellence else­
where?

Yes, they are the number
one CDMA operator in the
world although they are not
based in Nigeria.

How many lines doyou
intend to roll out in these
northern states?

We are looking at 5 mil­
lion lines but of course, a
demand increases, we also
increase our capacity be­
cause the capacity for tech- '-.
nology is limitless. So we ~­
have made our projection to
3.5 million for the 19 states
but with 24 states,' because
we just acquired Abuja also,
and as we progress, we
would surely expand our ca- Ms Megal Bruce
pacity.

How can you compete
effectively with others?

I would not agree with
you that the market is satu­
rated because I still believe
that there is need for better
quality of service in the coun­
try especially in Kano. Basi­
cally, the service is not here
so we decided to come to
Kano and set up our base in

I
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have installed them.

Megatech engineering limited, one of the northern ownedtelecommu­
nications company recently signed a contract agreement with ZTE of
Chinafor the expansion of its facilities after it acquired a CDMA Net­
work license. In this interview, Ms Megal Bruce, the company's Man­
aging Director, spoke about the company's plans and its determination
to become a leading telecommunications company in Nigeria.

TELECOMS
-Megatechtorollout 3. m lines InNorth-Bruce

Interconn­
ectivity is an­
other issue all
together be­
cause there are
different ways
of intercon­
necting with
other opera­
tors. We can in­
terconnect with
fiber, we can in-·
terconnect with
MCMCT1,and
it depends 011
how you want
to intercon­
nect. For in­
stance in inter­
connect with
you with 16El,
the traffic
might not work
if you connect
with 16 El be­
cause the
bandwidth is
already taken.
-But any call
corning in to in­
terconnect,
would . be
dropped. That
is how it is
done. But we
have gone a
step further.
And the agree­

ment which we signed with
ZTE enables us to have 64
E1to interconnect with each
operator. So we are insured
of interconnectivity with
other operators and take
drop calls.

Kano is recently ad­
judged as having the high­
est unemployment in the
country,how canMegatech
assist in this direction?

Hundreds of thousands
ofKano people would surely
benefit fromMegatech. First,
directly from the employment
we offer those who work in
the company and then the
dealers who would be en­
gaged. We have various cat­
egories of dealers because
we have the main dealers to
the common dealer and then
the dealers would their own
retailers of our products
also. Even the handicap who
sells recharge cards would
be engaged and this would
greatly help in reducing un­
employment. Since the head­
quarters is in Kano, it would
definitely playa great role in
ensuring that unemployment

definitely, our tariffs are go­
ing to be cheaper than GSM.
And because we are for the
people, we are going to en­
sure that we provide ser­
vices that are affordable.

How do you intend to
tackle the problem of
interconnectivitywithother
networks?
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80 EDISON & PARTNERS INS BROKERS LTD RBC-610 181 LAUDABLE INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC·222 280 ROYAL SPRING INSURANCE BROKERS LTD RBC-636
81 EFFICIENT WAYS INSURANCE BROKERS LTD RBC.580 182 . LEADFORT INS BROKERS LTD RBC"617 281 ROYAL TRUST INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC·l86
82 ELIWAD INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-224 183 LEGACY INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. . RBC-404 282 S.I.OSAS & COMPANY RBC·288
83 EMERALD INSURANCE BROKERTS LTO, RBC-1OO 184 LEGEND ASSOCIATES INSURANCE BROKERS LTD RBC-365 283 SAFAD INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-201
84 EQUITY PROVIDERS INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RSC-llll 185 LEKTOLINSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC·163 284 SAHAB INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-437
85 . ESENARD INSURANCE BROKERS LTD, RBC-226 186 LEVERAGE INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC·214 285 SAKINA INSURANCE BROKERS & COMPANY LTD. RBC·341
66 ETERNALIE RISKS INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC·506 187 LIBRA INSURANCE BROKERS LTD, RBC-050 286 SAMASH INSURANCE BROKERS LIMITED RBC-064·
89 FAITH TRUST INSURANCE BROKERS RBC414 168 LIFETIME INSURANCE BROKERS CO. LTD. RBC-415 2.87 SAMENAINSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC·173
90 FASAHA INTER INSURANCE BROKERS LTD RBC-639 189 LIVINGSTONE INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-449 288 SANUCOM INSURANCE BROKERS LTD RBC-353
91 FAVOUR INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-375 190 LYN INSURANCE BROKERS LTD, RBC-413 289 SARA INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-387
92 FBN INSURANCE BROKERS LIMITED RBC·267 191 MAC·CULLUM INSURANCE BROKERS LTD RBC·598· 290 SBG INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-367
93 FC&T INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RSC-116 192 MAINWAY INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC·103 291 SCIB NIGERIA COMPANY LTD. RBC-028
94 FCN INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBG-l10 • 193 MAN MOUNTAIN INSURANCE BROKERS LTD, RBC-204 292 SECURE INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-308
95 FEMI JOHNSON & COMPANY LTD. RBC-005 194 MARHABAN INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-027 293 SENFO~CE INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-130
96 . FENGATE INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC·243 195 MARVELOUS INSURANCE BROKERS.LTD~ RBC-589 294 SHEPHERD INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-009
97 FEYBIL INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-439 196 MASCOT INSURANCE BROKERS LTD, RBC·2n 295 SHINING LIGHT INSURANCE BROKERS LTD RBC568
98 FIDELITY BOND OF NIG INS. BROKERS LTD. RBC-038 197 MASUN INSURANCE BROKERS LTD RBG-207 296 SIERRA INSURANCE BROKERS LTD RBC·587
99 . FINANCO BROKERS LTD, RBC-051 198 MAYAS INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC·399 297 SIGMA INSURANCE BROKERS LTO. RBC·294
100 FIRST COVER MASTER INS BROKERS LTD. RBC-390 199 MAYFAIR BROKERS LTD. RBC·059 298 SILVER STREET INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-483
101 FIRST DIAMOND INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-489 200 MEGATECH INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-422 299 SILVER TRUST INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. R~C·037

,
I

I

SIN NAME OF BROKER REG-NO
-~~-~~- ~ - - ---

SIN NAME OF BROKER REG-NOSIN NAME OF BROKER REG-NO

Membe!'S of the P~blic"GoyemmentAgencles, Ministries, Departments and Parastatals are hereby notified of the current list of Licensed Insurance/Reinsurance Brokers in Nigeria.
All enqumes regarding the s1!ilus of any Insurance Broker(s) should be directed to the,National Insurance Commission, Shippers' Plaza, Michael Okpara Street WuseZone 5 Abu'~ Tel: 09-
6734076, forclarificalioo, ' • ro, ,
All existing Insurance Brokers are required to GQmplywith the provisions of the NCRIB Act relating to enrolment and rnembersnjp.

1.
2.

3:

CURRENT LIST OF LICENSED INSURANCE BROKERS IN NIGERIA

NATIONAL INSURANCE COMMISSION,
Shippers' Plaza, Wuse Zone 5,Abuja.

Tel: 09-6734076.

Daily Trust, Tuesday, April 14, 2009Page 34



MANAGEMENT

408 GREENLINK INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC·238
409 GULF INSIJRANCEBROKERS LTD. RBC·521
410 HALTON INSURANCE BROKERS LTD RBC-278
411 HAPATOMAH INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-346 .
412 HAVARD INTERNATIONAL INS. BROKERS LTO. RBC·l85
413 HOPKINS &MENTOR INS BROKERS LTD RBC-089
414 INlAND INSURANCE BROKERS LTO. . RBC-091
415 IY MAJESTY BONO INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-520
416 JOKEN INSURANCE BROKERS LTD RBC-484
417 KAPEX INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-242
418 KARDINALINS. BROKERS LTD. RBC-l48
419 KINGSLEY INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-264
420 LECTERN INSURANCE BROKERS LTD RBC-625
421 LIB INSURANCE BROKERS LTD RBC-558
422 LIBERTY TRUSHNSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-446
423 LlNKAlLINSURANCE BROKERS LTD. 'RBC-086
424 M~ M INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-21'1.
425 MAL£T.INSURANCE BROKERS LTD RBC-642
426 MANNY INSURANCE. BROKERS LTD RBC·s38
427 MBC INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC.0307
428 MIC-MAC INSURANCE BROKERS LTD RBC-016
429. MILLBANK INSURANCE BROKERS LTD RBC·54Q
430 MINET NiG. INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-033
431 MOTflERSWORTH INSURANCE BROKERS RBC-613
432 MULTI-LATERAL INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBG-144
433

~~~~~:U~~~~~~=i:~OKERSLTD.
RBC-200

434 RBC-158
435 . NEW-AGE INSURANCE BROKERS LIMITED RBC-268
436 NEWWORLD INS BROKERS LTD. RBC-368 .
437 OMNISCIENT INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-441
438 OMOWELLINSURANCE BROKERS LTD RBC-626
439 ORIWU INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-104
440 PARAMOUNT EDGE INSURANCE BROKERS LTD RBC-585
441 PERIL GUARD INSURANCE BROKERS LTD RBC-583 't'.'~

442 PlATFORM INSURANCE BROKERS LTD RBC-471
443 PREFERED INSURANCE BROKERS1.TD. RBC-283
444 PREMIUt,flNSORANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC.;oge
445 PRESIDENTINSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-10s
446 PRESS-ON INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC"309·
447 PROMPT INSURANCE BROKERS L10_ RBC-019
448- PULSE INSURANCE BROKERS LTD RBC-528
449 ROSEAl INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-122
450 STOCK1NSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC~273
451 SUMMERFIELD INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC~50f
452 SWIFT INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-5.22
453 TRIPOD INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC·251·
454 TURNING POINT INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-427
455 VIBRANT INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-111
456 V1RGIN INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-475
457 VITTA INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-298
458 VTL INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-128
459 WlSEWAY INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. RBC-r45
460 WOODLAND INSURANCE.BROKERS LTD. RBC-270

SIN NAME OF BROKER REG-NO

RBC-360
RBC·H6
RBC-424
RBC.;()87
RBC-429
RBC-532
RBC-3S1
RBC-567
RSC-463
RBC-602
RBC·510
RBC·590
.RBC·31 0
RBC-357
RBG-37l
RBC-473
RBC·369
RBC-279
RBC·162
RBC-229
RBC·541
RBC·193
RBC-327
RBC-316
RBC-385
RBC-286
RBC-159
RBC-013
RBC-230
RBC·564
RBC-017
RBC-043
RBC·271
RBC·213
RBC-218
RBC-142
RBC-045
RBC-451
RBC-208
RBC-405
RBC·l98
RBC-468
RBC-630
RBC·233
RBC·295
RBC-592
RBC-261
RBC-411
RBC·221
RBC-574
RBC-497

. RBC·389
RBC-030
RBC·275

3M- WALTHAM INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
355 WHITE SANDS INSURANCE BROKERS lTD.
356 WORLDLINK INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
357 _ WORLDMARK INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
358 WPN FAITHFUL INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
359 XCELLENCE &TRUST INSURANCE BROKERS LTD
360 XUNSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
361 YADAH·GGLOBALINSURANCE BROKER LTD
362' YO¥ INSURANCE BROK.ERS LTD.
363 ZAPHON INSURANCE BROKERTS LTD
364 ZHAN INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
365 - ZILLION INSURANCE BROKERS LTD
366 ABBEY INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
367 ACCORD NIG. INSURANCE BROKERSLTD.
368 ACORN INSURANCE BROKERS LIMITED
369 ADS INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
370 AF OSU INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
371 ALEXANDER REISSE INSURANCE BROKERS 'tTO.
.372 ALFAM INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
373 ALLIED TRUST INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
374 ARIZONA INSURANCE BROKERS LTD
375 ASHMOUNT INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
376 ASO SOLID INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
377' AYO RANDLE INSURANCEBROKERS LTD
378 BAMBI INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
379 BELLCREST INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
3® BLUE ORBIT INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
381 . BOFF & CO. INSURANCE BROKERS LIMITED
382 ,BRIGHlWAYS INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
383 BSLINSURANCE BROKERS LTD
384 CARRIER INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. ,
385 CAUTIOUS INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
386 CHROME INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
387 COMMERCIAL MARINE INS. BROKER LTD.
388 CREDIBLE INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
389 CYREG & CO. (INTER.) INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
390 DYKES INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
391 EASY.fLOWINSURANCE BROKES LTD.
39.2 ECLONAINSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
393 EDMANS INTERNATIONAL LIMITED
394 EMINENT INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
395 F.A. ONllNsURANCE BROKERS LTD.
396 FAIRWAY INSURANCE BROKERS LTD
397 FIRST SPRING INSURANCE BROKERS LTD
398 FIRST UNIVERSAL INS. BROKERS LTD.
399 FOBS INSURANCE BROKERS LTD
400 FRANCHISE INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
401 FUSL INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
402 GLOBAL RISK ASSOCIATES LTD.
403 GLOBAL RISKS PERSPECTIVE INS BRKS LTD
404 GLOBAL TREND INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
405 GQLDEN SHIELD INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
406 GOMBOT INSURANCE BROKeRS LTD.
407 GREAT PACIFIC INS. BROKERS LTD.

RBC·347
- RBC·3.29

RBC-487
RBC-179
RBC-505
RBC-393
RBC·132

.. RBC·225
RBC-0606
RB0-423
RBC.sil4
RBC-OOS
RBC-OOE)

. RBC~O'
RBC·344
RBC·246
RBC-381
RBC-637
RBC·542
RBC-235
RBC-069
RBC-456
RBC·025
RBC..()68
RBC-324·
RBC-041
RBC-524
RBC-232 .
RBC-600
RBC-166
RBC-631

, ... RBC-569
RBC·175
RBC-536
RBC·217
RBC-588
RBC-314
RBC.321
RBC-406
RBC-434
RBC-495'

. RBC-712
RBC-133

'RBC-098 .
RBC-02.0.
RBC-084
RBC-418
RBC·244
RBC-537
RBC-1M
RBC·228
R9C-514'
RBC-403
RBC-499

SiN NAME OF BROKER REG·NO

SIM!)NS INSURANCE BROKERS LTO.
SKEEM INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
SK¥l.lIRK INSURANCE BROKERS LTD
SOLID TRUST INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
SOLUTJONS INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
SONGHAIINSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
SOUCHE INSURANCE BROKERS1.TO.
SOUND INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
SOURCE INSURANCE BROKERS LTD
SPRINGFIELD &CO. INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
STAKEHOLDERS INSU~NCE BROKERS LTD
STANDARD INSURANCE CONSULTANT LTD.
STAR INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. -
STAR SHIP INSURANCE BROKERS LTD
STC STARUTE INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. .
STEPHEN & SOLOMON INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
STRATEGlCALLlANCE INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
SUBTLE INSURANCE BROKERS LTD
SUPREMETRUST INSURANCE BROKERS LTD
SYNERGY INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
T.A. BRAITHWAITE INS. BROKERS &CO. LTD.
TELMAK INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
THE UNITED AFRICAN INSURANCE BROKERS LTD
THOMAS INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
THORNEOGE INSURANCE BROKERS LTD
THREE-DS BROKERS COMPANY LTD.
TIKVA INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
TIME INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
TIP INSURANCE BROKERS LTD
TODAY INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
TON·DYKE INSURANCE BROKERS LTD
TONIMAS INSURANCE BROKERS LTD
TOP BRACKET INSURANCE BROKER LTD.
TOTALSECURITY INSURANCE BROKERS LTD
TRANSGI,OBAL INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
TRIBUTE INSURANCE BROKERS LTD
TRINITY MillS INSURANCE I3ROKERS LTD
TRIO INSURANCE BROKERS LTD
TRIPPLE RESOURCE INSURANCE BROKERS LTD..
TRUST FORTE INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
TRUST LINK INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
UBA INSURANCE BROKERS LTD
UNI-CHARTERED INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
UNIMAG INSURANCE BROKERS LTD. .
UNION COMMERCIAL INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
UNION GATE INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
UNIQUE FUSION INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
UNITED VANGUARD INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
UNIVERSAL ASSURANCE CONSULT BROKERS LTD.
UPWARDS INTER.INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
UTIB INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
VALID INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
VICTORY INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
VISION TRUST INSURANCE BROKERS LTD.
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Eagle Eye

DANA MOTORSOFFERSYou 18 DEDICATED@)AFTER SALES SERVICE CENTRES NATIONWIDE1=
MOTORS

Trade-in: 07028777398,01-7329999. ...

Lagos: 0805535999910803534 9999/08036768888
Ikeja: 0805999 8190
Lekki:0702931 0211/0803 288 8882
Surulere: 01-7276083-4
.Abuja: 08077093404 I0802 776 9999/09-3149694
Aba: 0803571 7804/07029656788

. Abakaliki: 08068355717/08079031913/08019032667
- Akure: 0'7Q5611 1334

Kaduna: 0803 680 5245/0805 320 2667 1062.243 522-24
Kano: 0802 7763333/080567622221064-897 753
Katsina: 08037127232
Oshogbo: 08079795337 I 0705 611 1336
Port Harcourt: 08036763333/0805676 3333
Uyo: 0803644 .248310802 304 1192'

Warn: 0806 588 7771 10803 357 8540

Asaba: 0803738 5553/07060703754
Benin (1): 0805 857 8789/0805531 5145 i052·450 479
Benin (2): 07055636183/07055636185
Calabar: 0803363 1210I 0805 814 0271
. Enugu: 08036354641/08075131813/0807061 4504 t 042-325 618
Ibadan: 0703 404 74~ 10807979 5335
lIorin: 08023075692

Email: kia@danagroup.comService Numbers: 01-8179595,01-8179596,01-8947489
Lekki: 01.7748000,01-7749585,01·7742080

Website: www.kiamotorsnigeria.com

THE ,CARBRAND OF KOREA AND ALWAYS THE No.1 CAR IN NIGERIA

,ileal's 01' 100,000 km
:iiIUAPLUS Warranty

Up to 5 years Finance Available..........,...... .
'D lease Hotline:01-8133160
...~T~r;;:;s~ndc;;;;d~i;;~$-AppiY·

.. Front & Rear Power Windows

..Electronic Side View Mirror.Radio + Castt. + CD Player.. Keyless Entry ..AlC with Air Filter .. Front & Rear Armrest . ~.7_S~ater-~-

~2.0 litre Engine ~Automatic Transmission ..Tilt Power Steering ~Seat Belt Pretensioner ...1T' Alloy Wheels.. ..Dual Airbag HMSL

~ Leather Seats ...Active Headrest • Tachometer ..Fog Lamps ...Digital Clock ~60-40 Split FoldingSeats • Central Locking

STARTING AT

N79,020 / Month
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ROOM for More
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Injected into the skin
after an mjury it
encourages the tissue to
repair itself more quickly,
reducing permanent
disfiguration.
Avotermin could be

used by surgeons before

A drug - called
Avotermin - which
can help scars

heal, has been created for
the first time, in a
breakthrough described as
one of the "holy grails" of
scientific research.

which overreacts to a cut
and uses too much skin to
bridge the gap.
They can range from a

skinned knee to more
serious' scarring, such as a
leg ulcer.
Culkdfromtelegrapli.co.uk

scarring while the, arc ill the
womb.

Scarring is difficult to treat
because of the com] 'ex series
of processes the body uses to
naturally close wounds.

Scars are caused by the
body's own immune system,

Dr·ug can help scars heal, new research shows

altitude the atmosphere is so thin that it's negligible, and
conventional aircraft can no longer function because they
can't go fast enough to get any kind of aerodynamic lift. This
62-mile boundary is accepted by the Federation Aeronautique
Intemationale (FAI), which sets aeronautical standards.
The United States, however, has never officially adopted a

set boundary standard because it would complicate the issue
of overflight rights of satellites and other orbiting bodies,
according to NASA.
NASA's mission control uses 76 miles (122 kilometers) as

their re-entry altitude because that's where the shuttle
switches from steering with thrusters to maneuvering with air
surfaces, NASA states. Others point out that the "Now'
Entering Space" sign should be posted way out at 13million
miles (21million kilometers) because that's the boundary where
Earth's gravity is no longer dominant. (While astronauts
experience weightlessness in space, this isn't because there's
no gravity there, it's due to the balance of forces acting on
them as they orbit.)
In the new study, an instrument called the Supra-Thermal

Ion Imager detected the boundary by tracking the relatively
gentle winds of Earth's atmosphere and the more violent flows
of charged particles in space, which can reach speeds well
over 600 mph (1,000 kph).
Culled/rom livesceince.com

be the first drug
successfully developed for
the purpose. Itwas created
using a natural chemical,
called transforming-growth
factor aJ (TGFaJ), the same
substance which means
that babies do not suffer

they operate on patients, to
minimise damage, as well as on
those who have suffered an
injury,

'Although silicone gels and
other treatments have been
available to treat scars for a
number of years, avotermin would

Edge of Space found

HId on to your hats, or in this case, your helmets:
Scientists have finally pinpointed the so-called edge
f space - the boundary between Earth's atmosphere

and outer space.
With data from a new instrument developed by scientists at

the University of Calgary, scientists confirmed that space begins
73 miles (118 kilometers) above Earth's surface.
A lot remains very fuzzy, however, as the boundary is

surrounded by a host of misconceptions and confusing,
conflicting definitions.
For starters, astronauts can say they've been to space after

only passing the 50-mile (80-kilometer) mark.
Meanwhile the boundary recognized by many in the space

industry is also a somewhat arbitrary 62 miles (100 kilometers).
Scientist Theodore von Karman longago calculated thit at this

reassuring for carers.
'N ormally patients

would have to be in
hospital to get this level
of feedback, so the hope
is that it frees up beds
and saves the NHS
money.'
Culkd from dailymaiLco.uk

'This is all about
empowering patients and their
families because it measures
wellness, and people can
actually be tracked getting
better,' he said.

'Psychologically speaking,
that's hugely helpful for
patients and enormously

New technology: Doctors could soon monitor whether a
patient has taken medication by microchips in pills

that the pill is digested. It
also measures heart rate,
motion and breathing
patterns.
The information is

transmitted to a patient's
mobile phone and then to
the internet using wireless
technology, to give a
complete picture of their
health and the' impact of
their drugs.
Doctors and carers can

view this information on
secure web pages or have
the information sent to
their mobile phones.
The silicon microchips

are invisible to patients
and can be added to any
standard drug during the
manufacturing process.
Two major drugs

companies are
investigating the
technology, developed by
US-based Proteus
Biomedical. Trials are to
begin in the UK within 12
months.
Professor Nick Peters, a

cardiologist at Imperial
College London, who is
co-ordinating trials, said
the technology was
'transformative' .

McrochiPs in pills could
oon allow doctors to
ind out whether a

patient has taken their
medication.
The digestible sensors, just

1mmwide, would mean GPs and
surgeons could monitor
patienb outside the hospital or
surgery.
Developers say the

technology could be
particularly useful for
psychiatric or elderly patients
who rely on a complicated
regime of drugs - and are at risk
if they miss a dose or take it at
the wrong time.
It could also be used for the

, chronically ill, such as people
with heart disease, to establish
whether costly drugs are
working or whether they are
causing potentially dangerous
side effects.
The sensors could even

remind women to take the Pill if
they forget.

The 'intelligent' medicine
works by activating a harmless
electric charge when drugs are
digested by the stomach.
This charge is picked up by

a sensing patch on the
patients' stomach or back,
which records the time and date

Microchip that tells
the doctor ifyou've
taken your pills

Culled/rom bbc.co.uk

Anew "double whammy" malaria drug which
works on its own and reverses resistance to
ther drugs is being developed by US

researchers.
The drug contains a chemical which prevents the

malaria parasite getting rid of a toxic by-product of
feeding on red blood cells.
It also disables a genetic defence that prevents the

existing drugs chloroquine and quinine working, Nature
reports.
But the team says it could be at least 10 years before

the drug is available.
There are around 250 million cases of malaria and

880,000 deaths worldwide each year.
Food
The drug, developed by Jane Kelly and colleagues

at Portland State University, is called an acridone
derivative.
It targets the way mosquitoes digest haemoglobin

in red blood cells, from which they take amino acids as
their food.
A substance called haem, a by-product of this

process, is toxic to the malaria parasites, carried by
mosquitoes, so they have to convert it into a pigment
called haemozoin.
This drug prevents that conversion taking place,

meaning the toxic pigment remains.
It is the same effect as that of chloroquine and

quinine. .
But the researchers have found that, as well as

working on its own, the acridone can restore aDd
enhance the effectiveness of these other drugs too.
Malaraia parasites have developed a genetic

mutation preventing chloroquine and quinine
absorption, and expelling them from the parasite's body.
This new drug is able to disable that defence

mechanism, allowing the chloroquine and quinine to
do their job. The researchers have successfully tested
the compound in the lab and on mice, however they
need to do more animal studies on the safety and
effectiveness of the drug before they move on to human
studies. It is also relatively inexpensive to make and
has so far appeared to be safe in tests.
Dr Mike Riscoe from Portland State University who

worked on the study, said: "What we wanted was to
design amolecule that would be of itself an antimalarial
drug, but that would have the power to work together
with drugs like chloroquine and quinine, even against
parasites that were resistant to those drugs. "We
would hope to make existing drugs like chloroquine
and quinine useful again, so combining those with this
new one could hJllp to combat the rising tide of drug
resistance in this neglected disease.

A mosquito feeding on human blood
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Photo location:Marsaxlokk, Malta byHelen Lawrence
Culled from the telegraph.co.uk
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FIND & CIRCLE JUMBO puzzles are solved by finding all
the hidden words in the diagram. The words are always in a
-straight line and may read up, down, forward, backward, or
diagonally. Cross a word off your list once you have circled it.
Many words will overlap.

47
Fido on vacation

5
. 8 9~ -

1 4 5
7 2 4 1

6 9 8 5 7
7 3 9 2 6

5 1 7 3 8
7 3 8 4

2 9 8
4 . 2 7•..~-

EASY
58.

'FtheSudoku puzzle consists of a 9x9 square grid made up of
smaller 3x3 square grids (regions). The numbers already present
withia the puzzle are "given" -these are there to start you off
The aim is to complete the puzzle by filling the empty cells.
Every digitfrom 1-9needs tofit in each row, column and region
of 9 squares. Each row, column and region must contain just
one instance of each number, 1-9.
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the pace O'f development
springing up in various
parts 'of the state
simultaneously.

He stressed that they are
looking for the best practices
O'f good government to
document and publicize their
development plans for other
states to copy.

Colnel Augustine Odidi
of Study Group V, had in a
brief speech, thanked the
state government for the
warm reception accorded
them since they arrived the
state and commended
Governor Obi's laudable
efforts to develop the state
especially in the areas of
uplifting the tenets of good
governance and rule of law
in the society.

enable them document the
state very well in the course
of their study in the state.

Speaking earlier, the
leader of the team, Professor
Aminu Doaye said that they
were in the state in line with
the mandate given to them
by President Umaru
Yar' Adua to produce and
present publicly a policy
document on good
governance that can fast
track the achievement of

. Vision 2020 and seven point
agenda of the economic
empowerment programme of
the Federal Government,

He advocated
collaborative efforts in the
quest to' achieve the seven
point agenda of the federal
government and commended

with the federal government
has begun to yield positive
dividends.

Governor Obi recalled
that the state had no clear
plan when he assumed
office, adding that-the state
government has adopted a
functional vision to achieve
the principles ofMillennium
Development Goals MDGs
on or before 2015.

He said that nobody can
talk about Nigeria without
mentioning Late Dr.Nnamdi
Azikiwe who liberated the
country from pol itical
bondage.

Governor Obi promised
the visiting team of the total
co-operation of the state to'

From Beatrice
Onucbukwu, AwkaGovernor Peter Obi

llas once again
raised alarm over the

dilapidated conditions of
federal roads in Anambra
State.

Governor Obi who was
speaking while playing host
to the Senior Executive
course 31 of the 2009 Study
Groups II and V of the
National Institute for Policy
and Strategic Studies
(NIPSS)Kuru, who paid him
a courtesy call at the
Government House, Awka.

He maintained that
between 1999 till date, the
federal government has not
executed a single road project
in the State but expressed
optimism that his
constructive engagement

Obi raises alarm over federal 'roads inAnambra

control of vital livelihood to' the communique, should
factors. - _. <- -:'": implement short and long.

They also want term use strategies and
transparent and inclusive spatial planning strategies
processes in the and also reduce coastal
development of land erosion and land losses
policies that are people- caused by sea level rise.
centered, recognize diverse The forum brought
tenurial systems, and together over 40
involve innovative and representation from the
accessible systems of Nigerian Major Groups, civil
recognition of land rights of society grO'UPS,scientists,
both men and women. government ministries and

The statement said agencies both from state
. sustainable land and national levels, UN-
management and agro HABITAT, academics,
ecological strategies should media practitioners,
be centered on peasant and representatives of
family agricultural ..and community based groups,
artisan fishing, and there to come out with key
should be recognition of the recommendations and
fundamental role ofwomen messages for negotiation at
in agriculture, and natural CSD 17 billed to be held in
resource use and the month of May at the
management. United Nations

Government, according Headquarters in New York.

women also want agrarian
reform that secures tenure
for small-scale farmers, tillers
and indigenous peoples,
especially women should
integrate the worldview on
territory of peasants, the
landless, indigenous
peoples, fisher folk nomadic
pastoralists, minorities,
displaced peoples, etc.

Agrarian reform, the
communique added, must be
complemented by adequate
support services and
recognition of the SO'ciO'­
environmental functions of
land, sea and natural
resources in the context of
food sovereignty and must
also guarantee access to land
and ownership of natural
resources by both men and
women, securing local

I -- ~ Nlt.sir ImamW_ome.1J.in Nigeria
have called fora -
system that

must allow women access to
and jurisdiction over land
and natural resources and
guarantee their
representation in decision­
making.

A statement from
Priscilla M.Achakpa, of the
Women Environmental
Programme (WEP), and
Mrs. Gloria C. Ujor of the
Federal Ministry of
Environment (FME)Nigeria,
said this was part of a
communique issued at the
end of the pre- CSD 17th
stakeholders forum on the
thematic areas of
agriculture, land, rural
development, drought and
desertification inAfrica held
in Abuja last week.

The statement said

Women want access, jurisdiction over land
I

L-R:Engr. Sani K.Haliru, Director Highways Construction and Rehabilitation, Dr. Hassan Muhammad Lawai, Minister
of Works, Housing and Urban Development and Dr. Tukur Bello Ingawa, Permanent Secretary, Federal Ministry of
Works, Housing and Urban Development at a meeting with correspondents in Abuja last week. -

HOTLINES:
0806441600~ 08035946883

> High rent; environment
I worries Idi...Araba residents--~ ,A;~E~~E~::::~~~~~;!!]
with the stench oozing .~utfi:om the dmlnag~.MO'¥ ()fits
buildings have been takel) over by :(to(jd.}'fO'lit~ to 1;he
rubbles from the recent collapsed building that claimed the
lives of many. The one-time'neatest street has a)mO'stbeen
reduced tomottUary. . . .....

WelcO'metQQjerinde street, Idi-Araba where residents
become apprehensive of the imminent rainy reason-which
could spell doom for them on account of the now;blO'cked
drainage inthe area. There is also the real fear of apossible
cholera and other diseases outbreak in area unless the state
government immediately takes precautionary measures. -

The notice on demolition has more or less become an
avenue for e~tat(t agents in the area to reap fortune as a
room apartmentnow costs between Nl50,000 andN200,000
while two-room apartment and above would go fO'rN400,DQO
and .. Pa Muraino Ibraimoh.andhfs 72Muraino: both tenants O'f38;
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'M ore than- 100
protesters in the
United Kingdom

have been arrested
yesterday over an alleged
plot to attack a major power
industry facility.

P roperties worth
thousands of naira
belonging to some

residential houses and
shops owner'Swere Sunday
evening destroyed by a
heavy wind storm in Abaji
town.

The heavy downpour,
accompanied by strong
wind, which lasted for over
four hours, pulled down roof
tops of some mud houses at
Naharati, Abattoir and
Kpokpolobi communities as
well some houses within the
metropolis of the council.

Our reporter, who visited

Rain disaster drives border community into Cameroon
F' ollowing amysterious

rainfall that wreaked
havoc onMbamnga, a

border community on the
Mambilla Plateau in Taraba
state, over four hundred
victims who were rendered
homeless by the disaster are
now migrating to
neighbouring Cameroon in
search of succour.

Village head of
Mbamnga, Jauro Usmanu
Abubakar, who disclosed
this to our reporter who
visited the community at the
weekend, called on both
. Sardauna .local government
council and the state
government to urgently
come to the assistance of the
victims in order to stop them
from migrating into

T he High
Commissioner to the
Trinidad andFirefighters battle flames engulfing a hostel in Poland, where 22 people died.

----~--------------~--~---------------------------------------- __ ------------ I Tobago, 11rs Victoria
Mendez Charles, in
conjunction with the
Development Research and
Project Centre (DRPC) is
funding sc4001's sanitation
programme under the early
childhood care development
project ECCD in some
selected schools in Kano.

The six selected schools
under the first phase of the
collaborative effort are Bright
international, Staff Nursery
and Primary School,
Dawakin Kudu, Usman
Memorial, Tudun Maliki,
Harnza Best and Hills School,
Darmanawa

The group's coordinator
of the DRPC, Dr Yahaya
Hashim, disclosed this
during the handing over
ceremony of the school's
sanitation funding to the six
benefiting schools in Kano.

He said the support
became necessary in view of

Incineration and Landfill
(NAIL), said people had
become increasingly angry
after the Government gave
the go-ahead to a -planned
expansion of the plant.

-DailyMail

UK police round up 100 eco-protest suspects ·
comment on the
circumstances surrounding
the arrests and said they
would not be releasing any
details until tomorrow.

Jon Beresford, chairman
of Nottingham Against

Sneinton area ofNottingham
on suspicion of conspiracy
to commit aggravated
trespass and criminal
damage at a power industry
facility.'

Police refused to

lsmaila Yahaya Bappa, who
described the disaster as
shocking, said the local
government had never
experienced that kind of
rainfall in the past.

Bappa who said the
situation was beyond the
local government council to
handle, appealed for urgent
assistance from the Taraba
state government in order to
prevent further migration
into Cameroon.
. The member

representing Mbamnga
constituency in the State
House of Assembly, Abel
Diah, promised to take up the
matter with the state
government with a view to
providing relief and
assistance to the victims.

IFrom Hassan AKarofi, Kanal

the significance of early
education as a critical stage
in the development of
children. Dr Hashim further
explained that the project is
'aimed not only at early child
education but the
inculcation of more
responsive attitudes to the
children so that they could
become more responsible
when they reach adulthood.

He said the decision of
the Trinidad and Tobago
High Commissioner to
donate to some Kano
schools stem from her early
visit to Kano when she
donatedN25,000.00 for some
programmes in some
communities.

'The success
utilization of that fund
culminated into the pre.$'nt .
funding to these six schools
to boost their environment
and educate children on
safety and health issues"he
said.

Trinidad envoy school
sanitation projects

expected to consider are the
harnessing of n(ineral
resources for 9rowth and
development in the region,
equitable mining regime,
improving governance ill
the mining sector as well as
the institution of some
mechanisms to ensure
intergenerational equity.

Others include
enhancing the value chain
and· linkages between the
mineral resources sector and
other sectors of the
economy, participatory
ownership of the minerals
sector by all stakeholders,
enhancing institutional and
human capacities for the
development of the minerals
sector and the institution of
a mechanism for monitoring
and evaluation of the impact
of mining activities on the
citizens of West Africa.

Experts on mining
from ECOWAS
Member States will

meet in Abuja from today
ahead of a Ministers of
Mines Conference at the
close of the week to consider
the "Draft ECOWAS
Directive on the
Harmonization of Guiding
Principles and Policies in the
mining Sector." .

The draft document is
the first of three documents
whose adoption would lead
to the harmonization of the
regimes in Member States
and therefore the desired
mining legal environment in
West Africa.

The other documents
are the draft regional mining
Policy and the draft Mining
Code.

Areas of the draft
directives the experts are

Experts to meet on
mining sector growth

Windstorm destroys houses, shops in Abaji
Some of the commercial

motorcycle operators ran for
safety, as some pedestrians
tried to manoeuvre through
the flood while others
solicited for help from
private motorcycle owners.

While sympathizing with
the victims, the Chairman of
the council, Alhaji Yahaya
Musa Mohammed, who

his family have been living
in a self-contained house
which he rented for over six
years when his money
expired last month, and
appealed to the authorities
oftlie council to come to their .
aid by providing them with
relief materials.

All the drainage system
from the senior staff quarters
junction to lzala Mosque and
the Abaji main round-about
opposite Asio filling station,
were overtaken by the flood
, restricting motorists
coming from the south to
slow down.

Meadow Lane in
Nottingham. A spokesman
for Nottinghamshire Police
said: 'Officers from
Nottinghamshire Police have
this morning arrested over 80
people at a location in the

local government council,

area.
Chairman of Sardauna

rain disaster at Mbamnga was
said to have affected over
four hundred and twenty four
houses thereby rendering
their occupants homeless.

Daily Trust, however,
gathered that dozens of
domestic animals such as
goats and sheep, including
chickens, died as a result of
the rain disaster,

Other public buildings
that were affected by the
downpour which lasted for
several hours include the
Mbamnga Police station, the
Central Mosque, Redeemed
Peoples Mission, RPM
Church, as well as primary
and secondary schools in the

affected by the heavy storm
said he had just completed
roofing his house the
previous day, while
preparing to pack inn with
his family when a large
pellets ice crystal descended
from the skies and destroyed
his house.

. "The carpenters just
finished roofing the house
yesterday, hoping to pack in
with my family members
today when a heavy wind
descended on it and
removed the whole zinc of
my house" he said.

He disclosed that he and

The arrests were made in
the Sneinton area of
Nottingham in the early
hours of this morning.

It is believed the
protesters were targeting the'
Eastcroft incinerator, off

Cameroon.
According to Abubakar,

the heavy downpour which
occurred on April 1, 2009,
was preceded by large
pellets of ice crystals which
descended from the skies
and' caused damage to
homes and public buildings.

Having lost their homes
and valuables to the
disaster, the victims are
relocating to. Cameroon in
search of farmlands to
cultivate and continue with
their lives, Jauro Abubakar
said.

Although no human
lives were lost, the
destruction caused by the

From Fidelis Mac-Leva, .
Jalingo

I By Abubakar SadiqJsah I
some of the affected areas
yesterday morning, saw
some of the victims
salvaging their luggage's to
neighboring houses, while
shops owners selling
electronics, beer palours,
barbing saloon and
provision stores opposite
the Abaji round- about,
along the Lokoja road, were
also seen wading through
the heavy flood to remove
their wares for safety.

A victim; Malam
Shuaibu Yakubu, who was

described the disaster as.
shocking, promised that the
council will assess the extent
of damages caused by the
storm in order to assist the
affected people within the
limited resources of the
council.

Meanwhile, no human
lives were lost or injury
sustained in the disaster.

I
I
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have more modular cities. So
you would build a city out
of buildings that can
actually be separated and
rearranged. "

Cernielli said the ocean
cities may use technology
from suspension bridges
"to expand the space at sea
and basically get a rooinier
platform."

Friedman, says the idea
of seasteadirig has met a
range of reactions. '

"Some people think
we're crazy. A lot of people
think we're crazy," he said,
"Some people think terrible
things could happen, others
think it would be great."

About 600 people have
joined the Seasteading
Institute.

-.

"We care more about
sunlight and open space, so
the specifications are
different," he said. "Also, oil
platforms are fixed in place.
We think it's important to

modifications.

cities, said Christian
Cermelli, an engineer and
architect with Marine
Innovation and Technology,
based in San Francisco.

Cermelli, who is part of a
team of designers creating a
blueprint for the first
seastead, said it's unclear if
construction is possible -­
or what it would cost.

Still, a prototype for the
idea may be finished in as
little as three years, he said.

Friedman said seasteads
are loosely based on:oil rigs,
but with important

floating city may be built in
modular pieces so that city
blocks and neighborhoods
can be recombined to create
new urban layouts.

The idea of building
cities on the sea is not new,
he said, but the Seasteading
Institute has come closer to
realizing the goal than
others. ".

"A lot of people over
the past hundred plus years
have had this idea and even
specifically building cities
on the ocean to try out new
forms of government," he
said. "But they've pretty
much been totally imagined
and if they did try, they
totally failed."

There are several
unknowns about future
attempts to create floating

Patri Friedman, a former
Google engineer who now
works for the Seasteading
Institute, said floating cities
are the perfect places to
experiment with new forms
of government.

Some of the new political
ideas the group is tossing
around include legalizing
marijuana and making
intellectual property
communal -- so that
everyone would take
ownership in art produced
on the city at sea,

"The idea isn't just
about getting away from
rules or getting rid of rules.
It's about a system that
encourages experimentation
with different political
systems," he said.

Friedman said the

from a distance the cities
might look like oil-drilling
platforms.

According to the plan,
the floating cities would not
only look different from their
land-based counterparts, but
they might operate
differently, too.

A floating city off the
coast of San
Francisco may

sound like science fiction,
but it could be reality in the
not-too-distant future.

One project engineer
described the prototype as
similar to a cruise ~p, but

City floating on the sea could be just 3 years away

Infrastructure, market devt
promotes choices for farmers -NGO

Sustainable land I By Mustapha Suleiman 1
management and . -
transparent process agrarian reform should be

in the development ofland complemented by
policies have been adequate support
. identified as key strategies services,
in promoting agricultural The NGO further
development in the country. recommended that

This observation was sustainable land
made by Women management and agro
Environmental Programe ecological strategies
(WEP), an NGO, during a centered on peasant and
stakeholders forum held on family agriculture and
the thematic area of artisan fishing should be
Agriculture and land sustained. At the end of the
development held inAbuja. stakeholder's forum,

The group observed participants resolved to
that the agrarian reform that stand by the
secures tenure for small- recommendations so as to
scale farmers should be have a common view at the
encouraged, adding that CSD inNew York.A newly completed detached house in Setraco quarters, Gwarimpa, Abuja.

he "refusal of the people, to
retaliate showed their'
concern for peaceful co­
existence. "

The District Head of
Kosati, Alhaji Muhammadu
1110,claimed that people from
Madakali village in Benin
Republic, 'about two
kilometres away, allegedly
attacked Tungar-Kungi
village.

The Chairman ofBagudo
Local Government Council, '
Alhaji Muhammad Samaila,
praised individuals, the state
emergency relief agency
and groups for their
assistance in taking care of
victims of the attack.

"The Council has
provided N300,000, 50 bags
of grains, some textile
•materials, mats and kitchen
utensils, in addition to
donations from individuals
and groups," he said.

Samaila said the state
emergency relief agency
donated 100 bags of grains,
150mattresses, 100 bundles
of textile materials and
kitchen utensils.

Kebbi promises to
re-build Tungar-Kungi

ROP TV
Lag' os to sign.twin-clty :~:~~:n!sb~h~~e:ita~;

worked out saying it would, t ·th C· provide him a welcome~-agreelllen \VI alro opportunity to host the
Governor of Cairo inLagos.

agos, the commercial and deliver service to the however, said the two cities Thankin the Governor of state-

___ ~Jl~;c~ap~i~ta~l~o~f~N~ig~e~rl~'a:,~is~~c~rt~a~e;ns~o~f~b~O~th~c~rt~ie~~~--~~~~~~~~~~--~aIf~o~an~~o~e~r~0rr.rg~~~~t~lo~ns~~JI~governrnent hase overnor, such as population which, in that country which had promised to re-build
agreement with the city of Mr. Babatunde Fashola, according to him, is not very earlier hosted him and his the Tungar-Kungi village in
Cairo,theEgyptiancapitalin who gave vent to the different from each other and entourage,GovernorFashola Bagudo local government
a relationship which is agreement in Cairo, Egypt the historic roles they both reiterated, "Healthy area reportedly destroyed by
expected to enable the two while on a working visit to played in the modern competitions among cities people from Madakali town
cities explore and exploit the Governor of Cairo, Dr. civilization of'Africa". would entrench the essence in Benin Republic.
their similarities and AbdelAzim Mussa Wazir at "I must say that our two of leadership and entrench The state Deputy
potentials for the benefit of the weekend, said Lagos cities, Cairo and Lagos, are good governance and deliver Governor, Alhaj i Aliyu
their citizens, A statement would gladly embrace the very historic cities, historic service to the people on Ibrahim, who made the
from the office of the Senior agreement as a platform for for commerce and for the whose behalfwe all exercise promise on Friday when he
Special Adviser to the Lagos delivering quality service to ~ great roles they have played authority." visited the village in
State Governor on Media, the people. in"modern civilization of Earlier, while welcoming company of some top
Hakeem Bello, said the Governor Fashola, who Africa. Lagos is historic for Governor Fashola to his government officials,
agreement, which details are was in Egypt on the her role as a trading port for office, Governor Mussa described the act as
alreadybeingworkedout,is invitation of the Joint the Portuguese from around Wazir expressed his joy in "disheartening."
a-lso expected to ignite Venture Partners of El- the 17th Century and Cairo meeting with his Lagos He said a detailed report
healthy competitions in the Sewedy Group, known for the role she has played counterpart and his on the incident would be
area of development world-wide for the in modern civilization delegationandhopedthatthe prepared by the state
between the two cities, a production of transformers, Architecture", the Governor Twin-city Agreement would government and forwarded
situation which, in turn, is metres and cables and who said. further strengthen the to the Federal Government,
expected to entrench the are currently building a The Governor existing relationship between for necessary action.
essence of good governance factory in Badagry Lagos, suggested that the Nigeria and Egypt. Ibrahim, who visited the
---------------------------------------------'-~---_____i Lolo temporary settlement

site for the displaced
villagers, said the hospitals
and school s destroyed
would be rebuilt, while those
who lost food stuffs, money
and livestock would be
compensated.

He, however, said that
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communication technology
,education in order to en­
hance their performance.

One dies, 5 injuredin
A car conve~mg t~1X t . h taken to the University of

~~~:~~~ ce~ebrat~ au 0 era' s Abuja Teac.hing ~~spital's
the Easter holiday, Friday Morgue, while the injured are
crashed and killed one per- atAbaji General Hospital. ,
son, while the five other oc- [1'----.. -'-j cess of overtaking a luxury scene and eva~'uated the When our reporter visited

ByAbubakar Sadiq Isab the hospital yesterday threecupants sustained various - . bus, he lost control, crash- victims to the hospital. '
degrees of injuries at Abaji the town, involved a Toyota ing into a wide drainage, kiIl- Abaji Unit Commander of of the injured victims were
town, along the Abuj a- Corona car with registration ing one person on the spot," FRSC, Mr. Joseph Ojerinde, receiving treatments and the
Lokojahighway. numberHW585DGW. he added. blamed the accident cause rest two discharged.
An eyewitness said the "The driver of the car was He said officials of the Fed- on the car driver, whom he In a related development,

four persons were injured inaccident, which happened speeding while approaching eral Road Safety Commis- alleged drove dangerously
another accident that oc­near Total filling station in Abaji town and on 1he pro- sion (FRSC) rushed to the on top speed.
curred last Thursday after-
noon at GSS Yangoji village,
alongAbuja-Lokoja road.
According to an eyewit­

ness, the driver of a Toyota
Carma car with registration
number BD 229 BWR over­
took at a sharp bendand
collided with a Toyota Hiace ,
bus belonging to Ifesinachi
Transport that was coming'
from the opposite direction.
Kwali Unit Commander of

FRSC, Mr.Tukur D. Siafwa,
while confirming the acci­
dent, blamed cause on the
car driver for wrongful over­
taking.
He said the four victims

were rushed to Kwali Gen­
eral Hospital .

Pic: Abubakar Sadiq Isah.The scene,oftbe accident at Kwali Thursday.

P assengers inside a
bus belonging to
Ismism Transport

Company Thursday re­
ported their bus driver who
was drunk: to FRSC officials
stationed at Abaji, in the
Federal Capital Territory
(FCT),
The bus dr-iver, Friday

Magaji was immediately ap­
prehended and arraigned
before a mobile court sitting
at Giri junction for drunk
driving.
Narrating the incident,

Abaji Unit Commander of
the FRSC, Mr. Joseph
Ojerinde, said at about 1. 45
pm on that day, one of the
passengers on board the
bus rushed to report at the
FRSC unit command that the
bus driver conveying them
from Benin to Abuja drove
recklessly.
He said after the report,

FRSC officials were mobi­
lized to the area were the ve­
hicle was parked and the
driver asked to come out for
observation.
According to him, the

blood- shot eyes of the
driver and his unkempt state
made the FRSC officials
subject him to an alcohol de­
tection test, where the test
showed positive.
The commander also said

that the driver confessed to
drinking alcohol while on
steering, adding that his bus
was immediately im­
pounded, while he was
booked for dangerous driv­
ing and drinking under the f----------------------------------------------,

in?~~~c~~:~~~~~I~as ar- Health practitioner urges proper
raigned before a mobile The Chairman of the

court sitting at Giri-Airport Fcl.Cati~onNoafticoonmmalAumS~0ty-supervisio 0 of health ceo tersroad, where he was con-
victed and sentenced to two Health Practitioners, Mr. ._-_ .._-- the health centers are dilapi- Zakwoyi listed some of the ,By Hussein Yabaya &
weeks imprisonment," he Elijah Alkali Zakwoyi has dated, while the structures problems affecting the cen-Mnstapba Snleiman
stated. called for regular supervision are nothing to write home ters as stagnation in promo-
The unit commander fur- and monitoring of primary mary Health Care'at1heArea about," he lamented'. tions, wrong placements,

ther stated that a letter has health centers in 1heFederal Council Service Commission He emphasized 1he need delays in licensing and mem­
been written to 1he driver's Capital Territory in order to to further enhance effective for more political will by the bers refusal to go on rural
employer in order-to intimate ensure optimal performance health care delivery at the area council authorities to- posting.
them about the incIdent, add- at the grassroots. grassroots. wards improving health care He urged members of the
ing that the bus driver will Mr. Elijah Zakwoyi made Zakwoyi expressed his deliveries at the grassroots, association to 'rise to these
come for a mandatory one the call recently at the concern on the level of pri- through the provision of'ba- challenges, by availing them­
week public enlightment lee- association's conference at mary health care in the FCT sic facilities; rehabilitating selves of information and
ture at the unit command, Gwagwalada. and called for measure to dilapidated structures as well
after which a certificate will He also called for the ere- address the situation. as employing qualified
be issued to him. ation ofadepartment of'Pri- "Most of the facilities in health officials.

By Abubakar Sadiq Isah

Passengers
report drunk
driver to
FRSC
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,
Because of the controversy that
surrounded the propos-ed -rnerqer
between ZENON Oil and AP Pic, the
Committee insisted that ZENON OIL
must make its books open to the public
for transparency. Based on that
insistence by the Committee, ZENON Oil
said it has dropped the merger proposal.
AP Pic 2008 HYBRID OFFER: The

Committee, because of a number of
alleged abnormalities noticed in the AP
Pic 2008 Hybrid Offer, organized a public
hearing where it invited the 'Chairman
and Chief Executive Officer ofAP Pic, Mr.
Femi Otedola, SEC, NSE and all the
underwritten financial institutions to the
offer. Every other person and
organization honoured the invitation and
appeared before the committee except
Mr.Otedola.
Based on the request made to it by AP

Pic to i nv..estigate the alleged
manipulation of its share pnce, the
Committee has fixed APRIL 22,2009 to
commence investigation into the
allegation.
Those invited to appear before the

Committee are: The Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer of AP Pic, Chief Femi
Otedola, Security and Exchange
Commission (SEC) Nigerian Stock
Exchange (NSE). Chief Executive
Officers of all underwriters to the 2008AP
Pic Hybrid Offer, Managing Director of
NOVA Finance and Securities Limited
andAlhajiAliko Dangote .

increase compared to NSE index
increase of only 198.7% during the
corresponding period. .
ZENON OIL MERGER WITH AP Pia:

The House of Representatives
Committee on Capital Market and
Institutions acknowledged the

reference made to it byAfrican Petroleum
(AP) Pic on the alleged manipulation of
its share price by NOVA Finance and
Security Limited and Alhaji Alike
Dangote.
Based on that, the Committee wishes

to remind not only AP Pic but investors
and the general public that it has for long
being investigating so many issues
surrounding AP Pic.
For the record, the committee had at

various times investigated and
intervened on:
AP PlcACQUISATION BYZENON OIL

LIMITED: The way and manner the AP
Pic was acquired by ZENON Oil was
vehemently opposed by the Committee
due to the fact that due process was not
followed in the transaction.
NON-LIFTING OF TECHNICAL

SUSPENSION ONAP Pic SHARES: The
AP Pic shares were placed on technical
suspension for over nine months, well
beyond the stipulated period, without any
word from the regulators. It is on record
that the suspension was only lifted after
the Committee wrote to Security and
Exchange Cornmission :(SEC) and
Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE) in a
letter dated November 17, 2008 asking
why the suspension was not lifted.
THE PHENOMINAL RISE OF AP Pic

SHARE VALUE: The Committee
specifically mentioned this issue to the
Board of SEC when it paid .a
familiarisation visit to the Committee. The
Chairman and the Committee members
specifically wanted to know the rational
behind the jump in AP Pic share price
from N46.27k to N293, which was 6270/0

FREPRES
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Ahuja residents want more FACTORY FOR SALE
AREWATEXTILES PLC

Residents of Abuja parks street hawkers and traders at PLOT G. INDUSTRIAL ESTATE.
over the weekend Wuse Zone 6 yesterday had KAKURI,KAnUNA SOU1H

called on the FCT a field day in selling their This is to advice the General Public that the factory is under Receivership andisforsale.

Administration to create wares. The Factory occupies a land size of 8 6 4 9,' 1 9 acres and it is on a very level ground within a large
more parks and relaxation By IbraheemA. Fatai & Walkways leading to industrial Estate Ina fully developed area InKaduna.
centers in the city centre. " ...",,,;n V"h"v" Wuse Zone 6 bus stops
They said the few parks in ~:riothe resident, Mi~ were used to display com- It comprises the following:

1. Civil works-Land and Factory Buildings
the city were crowded dur- ;_. --, c<>;A n.,. FrT Ati. modities and some of the 2. 3TextileMachine and equipment facilities
ing the Easter period, which mini~tration would have traders expressed gratitude 3. General Services Plants-Generators, Transfonnersand Gas storage plants.
made some of them stay in sanctioned erring parks op- to God for keeping officials 4. Chattel-Air-<:ondition and Computers
their various apartments. erators instead of demolish- of the Abuja Environmental 5, Trucks andVehicles

Mr. Frank, a civil servant, ing their places. Protection Board (AEPB) 6. Carpentryworl<shopand /Engineering Equlpments- Boilers and steam House.

lamented that he had no According to her, those away, so that they can sell
It is available for inspection by interested buyers during w~rldnghours.

where to go and had a bor- demolished parks had their their goods. Interestedbuyers should contact either or both Joint Receivers stated below.
ing Easter holiday. advantages as they were Okechukwu, a second-

Offers should include self-addressed envelopes to reach either or both Joint Receivers within three"I often take my family out places for relaxations espe- hand cloths seller said they
to the parks to have fun dur- cially after a busy day. decided to sell on the walk-

weeks from the date of this publication.

ing holiday periods but Speaking further, she said way because they cant af- FOR SAlE
since the closure of some inmodem cities of theworld, ford to rent shops because RESIDENTIAUCOMMERCIAL PROPERTIESAT KADUNA
parks recently. we all re- such parks exists and not of their high cost. The following properties under receivership are for sale.

mained indoors," he said. having such places makes Majority of those spoken
~"":R.oPEln-Y APD.RESS.. LAND AJIilJ!l.A

He called on the FCT Ad- life in the city dull because to admitted that they made ....... "_I!<~TYr)!;

ministration to create more people stay indoors. brisk business, adding that 1 Mill.ennium~'uit_No.1 Shericloso The Pn>p...." ComJ>ri- of_ 29,69Otn
.oft~<Swal"tAvenue. Barnawa. J(Adurlll C_f'.,.,..,.,..Hall.--"'"

parks in every residential Our reporters who went AEPB officials should al- %No.BIoel<. of Sul.-. SN<>,

area in order to stop the over round Utako and Wuse 2 no- ways allow them display - ~~~s:::.-_ ' .,

crowding nature of the few ticed some locked up parks. their goods on the streets z No. 5- ~&i~&d. Kadu'tUl S_ey BuUdiftaCOcnprial.... 1.0~433.2An'I:
of 2N... 3 Bectn:>o... Fl_ ~

ones in the city. In' another development, during public holidays. 1lNo. 2. 'Bcdf'OOD1: P\a~ .... -...Club :H:ou_ .
:;) A:rcw.. (;)uftrt~ Narayi Fli.&bCOift.. ;,J2i~o~2: Be<k'O<XO ~. \ 1.7..330.8~'hnT

)!i';.a.d:una.

Cleric preaches tolerance 4- No. Z<4 kujan-la Close" Kaduna 2··UI"O"Ck··"'"TSNo. 2 _Bed~ 4~579.20~-"···
..

'"
.._..

'].>o.lQ, 1A.K;ur-ena..R.oad~o.W~.ri
Fla~8wh'h 8&ooIDS!!Q. ~

"B.oad;lo:KadUna.
2 Bedroom. Dupt;:;;c.--- -..... i S.9(),),. 72n~

<; Noy9Cbotia.wa. C.-u:soem..t~ 1-x:nt000k-orz"FfO. 2 Bodrocnn ,..
ScHni Dctaehccl-nw;lex.

3_.174.4Ot:n,

7 'No. t6 Challa.wa CrQ~_";~n. ,.

Reverend Father fRY Hussein Yahaya &
I

use the period for sober re- i ABl<>ckQI'2No ..3 S_ 5.01B._

"s ~-.-.... Detached. Dupl....
3,.132.34.",.-Gabriel Shauibu of IbraheemA. Fatai flections and stressed the No, 3 Kubnni C'C'c.."lce"nt.,DunlOW.a... A OJoek o ....2No. 3 SODli

K.a.dunn . J?etacb~ Duelex
Saint Theresa need for them to always sac- "9 No. 5 Kubanref"~M;:ent~Baruaw~ .--....~ ..

A Block of2No, 3 Scrai 4,.381.7'2.z7i"· ..
.Kaduna .._ l>eu!.cl\od1>uoJex

Catholic Church, Bwari has for their sins and he ad- rifice their time and re- • 10 ~o. 40 Kubani CrC$C-etn.t...B-atn&-w.. A Block oCNo_ :3 Sen:tJ ·2;8.1! .60rni

called on Christians to al- vised that they be tolerant sources for the service of ___ ~aduna, DetachedPupl."..
11 No.41 KubaniCrescent..:::Qai'nawa.,.. . An-iOcl.c: o.f"2"N<>.3 Semi. 2.697.4Br-n.""

ways learn from the activi- with themselves as well as doing God's work. . Kadu.na .:__._._ Detachod-o;;.;,_iex.
12 No. 42 Kubani Crescent, S .."""Wft,. .-... A Blo~ oC2No. 3 Semi. 3.072,88m:'---

ties associated '!Yith the their neighbours. The Priest also used the Kaduna. __.._. t">etached ~ex

crucification of Jesus "Jesus Christ was born, occasion to pray for the " ,,~~--'~.~~-~' .... ' -,-..;:.-.-;;,~
Christ. lived and died for the sins unity and progress of the ~e.nest~ b ~r:$:;m.ouldnspect '.helDan~ au .,.,.. n two on:n_~

He stated this on Sunday, of his followers and any country and urged Nigeri-
th". PUbh~~both Qr cit:herof"th e- J;I"t Re<;ei ~~~_~

CHIEF H ... GO A "~L~ l~"';-::L,
during a church service to body who believes in Him ans to continue to pray for D.E..OOONA &. C ,- !..A .'ABOLA~-;:CO.

mark this year's Easter eel- will enjoy eternal life," the those in position of authori-
Chanered Accceor lS LeigalPtaotitionen:
2'8ApapaLane"Dol hinEstate. (koyi 12"l"...ago$ Street

ebration. The Priest re- Priest said. ties for the over all benefit P.o. Box 10486 ~at'ina Las"'''- CFAOBuildina K:aaQ. <,

Tel:080ZG892971. 08032529314 T~:0603305009.080S2601357

minded them that Jesus died He urged Christians to of the nation._._.... ................ _ ..._ .......... _ ......- ................. _ ..._ ......_ ............... _ ...._ ...._ ......_- ...._._ ..•-_........._ ..................... _.__ ..._.__ ...__ ....__ ..._ .._ .....-._ ..._._._ ........_._ ..........- ...- .. < ......... -....•..--... ...__ ........ _•...._ .. . .... __ ...._ .. ..._ ........ __....... . ....

Pi F lixOni bi ddAb'

I

'1' By IbraheemA. Fatai &
. Hussein Yahaya .L. _

officials for not impounding-s]
such films. i
'''The images there are ob- .

scene and the police does not
need anyone to tell them what
todo in thiscase," theladysaid.
Hajia Mariam, a resident,

blamed the society for no re­
fusing topatronize traders that
sellpornographic films.
"If those patronizing them

stop, the producer and sellers
of such films willbe forcedout
of the illicitbusiness but as far
as they continue to buy their
products, they will grow in
numbers," she said.

She calledon securityagen­
cies to do something about the
developmentbeforeirreparable
damages are done to the mind
of the youths and the society
at large ! Children having fun yesterday at Wond L

Female residents of the
FederalCapitalTerritory
(FCT) have calledon the

police to raid traders that sell
pomographicfilmsinDVDand
VCD forms along the walk­
ways and parking lot ofWuse
Market.
They said the' display of

such films in public iscapable
of corruptingtheminds of chil­
dren as well as pushing them
into sin.

Mrs.Rahrnat,aresident said
ifnothing is done to stop the
public display, a time would
comewhen such corrupt films
would find their ways into the
hands of children.
"One day I was walking

along the road with my three­
year- old son and he saw the
film,askingwhy theywerena­
ked people," the woman said.

Another female resident
blamed the police and AEPB

, Nyanya women wail over death of Kumuyi's wife
- --- women that live at 1-- ByAbub~~Y~kub"i--1 ~ondered why such cala';ll- h~," one of the women treat.message as it was made ~er losing a loved one, add-

Area C Nyanya, . . ity should befall the family said, to give strenght to people mg that such person should
Abiija, 'yester- 's wife was announced by a of the General Overseer of Another lady wondered that have lost loved ones," emulate the life of Christ.

day morning wept loudly radio station. Deeper Life Church. loudly whether the pastor's she said. It would be recalled that
when the news of Pastor Some of them fell on the "Pastor Kumuyi affected wife accompanied him on She said Pastor Kumuyi MrsBiodun Kumuyi died in
William Folorunsho Kumuyi ground rolling, while others our lives greatly when he his recent trip to Abuja. cautioned Christians not to the early hours of Saturday
______________________ ---" came to Nyanya to preach "We were suprised at our grieve over situations they morning at her resident inDisplay 0Ipo rn 0gra phi c i and we are in sympathy with General Overseer's Easter re- cannot control, especially af- Lagos after a brief illness.

films worries women
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r have taken into account the party's leadership inability to resolve
conflict and ensure justice and equity among members and this is
exemplified especially in the way and mariner the Governor o f
Zamfara Stale Alh. Mahmud Shiukafi was chased out of the party
by the same clique who claimed ownership of the party while the
party leadership remained helpless. The Same thing applies to
other states, the Buhari Organization, the integrity group, who are
threatened with sack from the party. The future of the party is
bleak and will continue to dwindle every day with little hope of
reversal. So many prominent Nigerians have come in to the party
and len. For instance, Chief Ornogalu. a one time Nat ionat
Secretary o f HIe party and a strong mcrnbcr has Icli the party
stating reasons of painting a pictu-e of irredeemable future 1'0, the
party, The exit of founding members of" the party like former
Sok oto State Governor Alh, Dalhatu Ha farawa , Jamil Isyaka
Gwamna and mass res ignation of Gornbe State party executives.

h. The denial of Bauchi State of the Ministerial and Ambassadorial
appointment that were given to the party on joining the National
Unity Government. The first instance, after Bauchi State had
accepted and conceded the ministerial nomination to Ambassador
Babajidda from Borno State and not Homo State and after his
rejection, the seat was given to the North Central Zone instead of
being returned to Bauchi as originally agreed. The seat was
according to the National Secretary of the party Sen. IT!".Saidu
Urnar Kumo given 10 North Central having being pressurized by
the partys Board of Irustcc Chairman Alh. Gamho Magaji and
Sen, Sani Ahmed Yerirna that the seat be given to Nakande who
was his presidential campaign coordinator in Plateau Stale. The
Ambassadorial slot too was also denied Bauchi Slate which made
me as the leader of the party in Bauchi State appear incompetent in
defending the interest of our people. We took a decision not to
protest but forwarded our complaint to the National Headquarters
of the party believing that the leadership of the part: would write a
tetter of apology for the injustice meted on our dear State.

a. On joining the National Unity Government (NUG). Mr. President
had allocated Ministerial seats and that of Special Advisers.
Special Assistants and Ambassadors to the party. To our
disappointment and surprise. the leadership of the party displayed
selfishness and injustice as members of the executive in Ahuja and
that of Board of Trustees shared the position among themselves
and their close relations instead of giving it out to those party
faithfuls who had worked for the party particularly those whose
appointment would earn the 'party respect.

Being an obedient party member, 1 respected that decision, despite
the apparent injustice. The National Vice Chairman North East in
person of Abdulrahaman called for a meeting in Damaturu where
three ANPP Governors, Party Chairmen and Executive Members
were in attendance. We were to deliberate on one item agenda -
(Ministerial Appointment) but to' my dismay the Vice Chairman,
North East Zone held a meeting the previous day with five (5)
Chairmen in the Zone except that of Bauchi and: came with a
communique which he insisted must be part of the agenda for the
meeting despite our protest. Two resolutions in the communique
were insulting and disrespectful to the leadership of the party in
Bauchi and the people of Bauchi State. The first resolution was
condemnation of the former Bauchi Slate Chairman - Sanin
Malam for writing a petition whose content were not acceptable to
his colleagues and the leadership of the party which was earlier'

brought to' my attention by the party and for which I tendered
unreserved apology. The second resolution was to allocate the scat
of Ministerial nominee to' Borno State which was yet another insult
and betrayal to' the respected people of Bauchi State who pride
themselves as having come from the state where politics started. 1
personally drew the attention of the leadership and staged a
walkout with my .delegates. This was reported to the Chairman
and I assumed he would called for a meeting to resolved the
anomaly ·al1d that was not clone Instead of lile meeting to be
suspended pending resolution at the party's Headquarters, the same
Vice Chairman North East Zone Abdulraharn continued with the
meeting with tWQ (2) of my colleagues Governors and went ahead
to nominate the same candidate who is the junior brother to' Sen.
Ali Modu Sheriff while Abdulrahrnan the Zonal Vice Chairman
North East and the Taraba State Chairman as the second and third
nominees respectively. This was communicated to. the leadership
in Abuja. The Chairman and Secretary endorsed the nominees to
MI'. President after our complaints and the' walkout staged by
myself and my delegates at the meeting. This we considered as the
ultimate injustice. We had earfier told the leadership that if j 1.1stice
was not done, we would find our way out of the party as failure to
do that woufd have meant tnOI"C injusrice awaiting LIS in [he party in
future.

e.2, th You would recall that I and my teaming supporters on Wednesday
13 December. 2006 decamped from the Peoples Democratic 'Party (PDP)
following the hostile actions of the then Governor of Bauchi State Alh.
Ahmadu Adamu Mu'azu against us especially hy disenfranchising us at the
Pil~Y'S primary election, . Because of the warm and cordial relationship that
existed between my self the then President, and the majority of the members
of the leadership of the PDP, I sought their consent to leave the party for
another party where I and my teaming supporters who wanted to contest
election would be given a level playing field, They had given me their
fatherly advise and wished me well in the pursuit ofmy ambition along with
my supporters who wanted tocontest election during the 2007 elections, We
were unanimous in our decision to join ANP? as several other parties made
attempts to woo us in joining their parties. Some of the parties were formed
by people who resigned from the ANPP and had expressed and entertained a
lot or fears if I joined the AN)'P and had advised against it. Some of the
reasons among several others they advanced included but not limited to the
followingr-Injustice, inequity 'and that the party was under the control of two
'individuals whose influence and interest in the party was enormous 10 the
extent that any individual or groups who normally held contrary views with
theirs would not get the required justice and fair play and would he
considered an outcast. I took that advice with a pinch of salt but to my
surprise and shock, the said allegations that were made against the party
eventually came to be true and factual, My decision to resign my
membership is based on many reasons some of which are as follows»

.1 \~iSh.to humbly tender notice of my resignation from your pa
All NIgeria Peoples Party (ANPP) effective immediately,

On the request of Mr. President that three nominees be presented
instead of one among which one would be selected, I made the
position of Bauchi chapter of the party clear to the effect that the
three (3) candidates to be selected should be from Bauchi State not
from within the north east zone. That was equally overlooked and
swept under the carpet by your good self and the Secretary and
further directed that we returned to the north east zone to decide
which among the states should take the slot despite' my appeal.

d.

The National Chairman,
,ANPP National Secretariat,
• Plot 759 Bassan Plaza,
Behind NICON Insurance Plaza.
Central Area.

Isa Yuguda Crescent,
Nasarawa Jahun, Bauchi,
Bauchi State.

When eventually the President reshuffled his cabinet the two
Ministers given to the ANPP as par' of the agreement under the
National Unity Government were dropped. The Governor of
Bomo State nominated his younger brother to replace Nakande
from Plateau State while Alh. Sani Ahmed Yerima nominated his
wife to replace the candidate in flagrant disregard to the earlier
resolution thai gave Bauchi Slate the ministerial slot. The
leadership of the party endorsed the candidate from Borno State
without consultation with the people of Bauchi and my humble
self. Following this development. I paid a visit to the Chairman
and Secretary of' the party and explained to them the. stand of the
people of Bauchi State and they assured me that justice would be
done following which I recommended a candidate that was
ernin "!tly qualified. but was however overlooked by yourself and
the 'Secretary.

c.MALLAM (DR.) ISA YUGUDA, FNIM
(MA TAWALLEN BAUCHI)

The letter was written on wednesday 8th April 2009, and itwas taken to the National Secretariat of the AN PP, received and stamped by
the party official on thursday 9th April,2009. Below is the true copy of the content of the letter and a slightANPP logo that was stamped
as a true evidence thatANPP received the letter of resignation,

The intergrity of Mallam Isa Yuguda will remain intact and due to the denial of the receipt of the Resignation letter of Gov. Yuguda by
both the national and state leadership of ANPP. This cleary shows the way the leadership of the party always double speak when it
comes to truth and honesty.Their denial compelled the S.S.A Media to Gov. Isa Yuguda, Ahmed Yarima to bring the truth of all that
happened to the general public, to enable them know and understand the truth.
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5. Accept the assurancesof my highest regards.

4. ( wish the party well and members of the party too in their future
endevour.

3. r want to thank the Chairman, for the support giv~n to me, in the past
especially during the -time I came for registration with my members in
January. 2007 and the timely facilitation of our papers at lNEC
Headquarters.

I.

h. The leadership of the party with utter disrespect and disregard to
my person and people of Bauchi Stale had published in the
Leadership Newspaper of Wednesday 4th March, 20Q9 that "I am a
lair" and that my statement to the effect that [ remitted N5million
monthly is not true. I had never in my life been so accused of
being a liar publicly and my name brought to disrepute by an
individual or group or any association. I had on Monday 161h

March, 2009 through an advertorial in Daily Trust and Leadership
. Newspapers published the details of remittances of monthly
N5million check off dues to ANPP Headquarters Abuja through
the state chapter of the party from August 2007 - January 2009 and
had requested for an apology from the leadership of the party
because the allegation was made by no any person than Mr. Emma
Eneukwu the National Publicity Secretary. Instead of receiving an
apology, the secretary of the party vide an advertorial advised me
"to take necessary step and Set the record' right" as they have no
records of such payments as stated in our publication by the
National Secretary Sen: Dr. Saidu Umar Kumo. Meanwhile, in our

letter to the party Leadership, we attached all copies of the
vouchers .and Chequeswhich confirms beyond reasonable doubt
that there was monumental fraud in Bauchi State Headquarter of
the party. Given such evidences and instead of directing an
investigation to be carried out by the Audit Unit of the party's
Headquarters, he just simply diverted from the path of justice and
shyed away fromhis responsibilityas National Secretary. NQ such
apology was received by me.from National Secretariat and neither
did you cause an investigationto be carried out on the fraud which
by extension condoning misappropriation of funds hy the then
partyChairman ...SaninMalam.

This and other reasons too numerous to mention were considered
by our colleagues in the Bauchi State chapter and decided that the
future is not bright in the party and given the fact that I am the
leader in Bauchi State 1 convinced my self beyond reasonable
doubt, that our prospect in the party is very bleak. ( 'js~,quently.
with a deep heart I wish to tender my resignation from the party
with immediateeffect.

1
I
./

/

It has also come to my notice that the leadership of the party is
discussing with other parties on the formation of a mega party
where it was reported that Hon, Emma Encukwu of ANPP,
National Publicity Secretary is to be the Secretary of the
committee. This is a new development in which the leadership of
the ANNP in Bauchi considers very seriously as yet another
development that would threaten its future prosperity. If injustice
.has been perpetrated without apology to the State leadership of the
party and by extension the people of Bauchi State, what guarantee
do we have that a bright future would come our way if we join a
more complicated. consortium where ANPP leadership is playing a
dominant role? J must say that my decision and that of my
associates in Bauchi State is right. I want to state in clear terms
that my political associates in Bauchi State while feeling unsecured
in ANP]>are not disposed to joining any association.

g..

At the moment there is crisis in the party, the integrity group who
are in court, the impending formation of mega party, the Buhari
Organization that is already looking at the possibility ofleaving the
party and the creation of factions in the party in Bauchi, Yobe and
Niger States.

Aman obeying nature's call at Central Business Area, Abuja recently.

ADVERTORIAL (Cont'd)
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in all Adamawa State Gov­
ernment hospitals and that
cuts across the whole state.
So, we in Health have never
restricted ourselves to any
rural or urban dichotomy.
But you know also that we
are federating; there is also
the responsibility of the lo­
cal governments. I thinkwhy
they do not see intervention
in the rural areas is because
the local governments may
not be doing as much as the
state governments are doing.
So, if all of us are doing what
we are supposed to do, it will
cover up the entire states.

What has Adamawa
State done in epidemics
such as Lassa fever that is
currently generating inter­
est across the country?

Really, not only Lassa,
there is also avian flu; we
have a unit for that. We have
not had any case of Lass a in
Adamawa State. But all the
same there is a unit avian flu
and then the Lassa under the
disease control agency.

What have been the
Health Ministry's achieve­
ments over the past two
years that you have been
Commissioner?

Well, when I came, the
morale of the workers was
very low and there was a
health sector devoid of ad­
equate manpower not be­
cause of anything but be­
cause remuneration was low
compared to federal institu­
tions and other states. So,
they went to such states. I
tried to raise their remunera­
tions to be at par with those
institutions and I am happy
to tell you that today, the re­
munerations are at par with
those institutions and
people are no more fleeing.
In fact, those who fled want
to come back. We screen
them now to take them back.
This is one.
. Interms of infrastructure,

that. Our emergency ambu­
lances are distributed ac­
cording to Senatorial zones;
we go to each Senatorial
zone to do that. Our emer­
gency outlets are distributed
according to Senatorial
zones and each Senatorial
zone had two ambulances. In'
other health interventions, in
my department, we never
concentrated on only one
angle or one side of the state.
Whatever we do, we con­
sider the Senatorial zoning
system and what we estab­
lish in one zone, we give ev­
ery zone; the free medical
care that is given to women
and children, that will in­
clude antenatal, labour, Cae­
sarean Section and children
inpatient as well as outpa­
tient in all our hospitals, not
only in the state capital but

Dr. Zainab Kwonchi

lances would come and pick
the patients wherever such
emergencies occur.

Also, we contracted an
American organisation to
come and train personnel in
the emergency services. So,
now, our personnel in that .
section can compete
favourably with American
emergency system

There is this complaint
from ruralareas,especially
in northern Nigeria that
only state capitals enjoy
some of thesefacilities pro­
vided bygovernment, what
is the situation inAdamawa
State?

Actually, if you consider
the Eye Camp that we just
had, we divided the state into
three, according to the Sena- .
torial districts. We went to
the Senatorial zones to do

.......~.r.!~.~.':l.~.~~_~.~':~~1

There is this eye
programme that is currently
going on in Adamawa
State;couldyou tellus what
it is?

Right, the independent
marketers of petroleum by
name NIPCO decided to give
back to the people of Nige­
ria part of what they get from
Nigeria. So, they decided to
make a donation in eye care.
NIPCO therefore, renovated
a double ward in Adamawa
State and provided mat­
tresses and renovated the
theatre and then brought
INDO Eye Care Foundation
from India to operate five
hundred eye patients in
Adamawa State. We, the
government of Adamawa
State appreciated this kind
gesture. On its part, NIPCO,
the Independent Oil Market­
ers has promised to do more.
They promised to come back
within one year and operate
one thousand eye victims;
not only that, they would es­
tablish an eye institute that
would train medical person­
nel in eye care and then pro­
vide community eye ser­
vices.' They also intend to
take care of maternal health
by having intervention in
the maternal section of the
Specialist Hospital Yola. So,
actually, we highly appreci­
ate their kind gesture.

Whendid they carryout
the operation?

They did the operations
from the 5th to 13th of
March, 2009.

Let's go to Adamawa
State as a government:
What have you been doing
to give health care to the
people?

Right, we are doing a lot
of things; we are planning
big. Adamawa State has es­
tablished free medical treat-
.ment for pregnant women
and children less than five
years. this programme is
ongoing, Adamawa votes
N20 million every month on
this intervention. The inter­
vention also votes free treat­
ment for all accident victims
and emergencies generally
including dog bites and
snake bites within twenty
four hours. All these are free.

Adamawa has bought
emergency ambulances and
I mean first class American
ambulances for emergency
services. All you need to do
is just call the numbers that
are available and the ambu-

In this interview with Daily Trust, the Adamawa State Commissioner
of Health, Dr. Zainab Kwonchi, calls on men to allow their wives take
advantage of health services andfacilities provided by the state and
also on her efforts m repositioning the Adamawa State health sector.

ou were at the Na
ional Assembly re
cently where you

contributed in a public
hearing on a bill seeking to
make it mandatory to treat
bullet wound victims even
without a Police Report.
What is the concept of the
bill which is a clear depar­
turefrom reportingfirst to
thePolicebeforetreatment?
Ithink this is a very much

welcome procedure that the
House of Representatives
wants to make the law to en­
able a victim of bullet wound
to be attended to very
quickly to save the life of the
patient. If we have to wait
untilwe call the Police or any
law enforcement agent who
may not be readily available,
we may end up with the pa­
tient dying before getting
any treatment and this we
have witnessed many times.
In fact, before they even
thought of this law, we had
already enacted our law to
treat emergency cases in
Adamawa State within 24
hours free of charge.

Whatarethe similarities
between what theHouse of
Representatives is propos­
ing and what you have in
Adamawa State?

We have a similar thing
only that what we do is we

. start the process of treating, .
then we request the law en­
forcement agencies to come
and have whatever state­
ment they want to take. But
still in Adamawa State, I
think the medical personnel
are sceptical about bullet
wounds, especially if they
came on their own. But usu­
ally bullet wound ces-s are
brought by the Police, _at if
they came on their own,
medical personnel are scep­
tical. But this law now en­
ables the medical personnel
to go ahead and treat. If a
person happens to be a crimi­
nal, then the law will take ef­
fect. But it is good to save
lives because medical per­
sonnel by their training are
supposed to save lives re-
. gardless of who is involved.
And then you know that as
it is, a person remains inno­
cent until it is proved other­
wise. That is why this bill is
handy.
.During thepublic hear­

ing, the safety of medical
personnel was raised.How
dodoctorssafeguard them­
selves against gunshot vic­
tims who are criminals and
who may want to escape
justice from hospital beds?

Yes, there is that likeli­
hood of something going
wrong but that would not
stop us from going ahead to
protect the innocent.

.'.
"

We face challenges with health
facilities - Dr. Kwonchi

email:healthreport@dailytrust.com
...,_ - _--

Adamawa State has
partnered with the World
Bank to renovate health fa­
cilities, especially in primary
health care system. We have
started having positive re­
sults and health facilities be­
ing completed and operated.
When l-came also, there was
this loan we took from
America, interest free for the
health sector, NI.S billion
and we have started reno­
vating six hospitals. We are
not only renovating, some
are construction fresh from
the ground like the Mayo­
Belwa General Hospital. The
others are being upgraded
and they include, Borong,
Toungo, which are upgraded
from cottage hospitals to
general hospitals

Having said all these,
what are the challenges
faced by the Adamawa
Health sector?

The challenges all re­
volve on the need to
modernise because the
health sector, more than any
other sector needs to be
modernised. Also, medical
treatments and medical inter­
ventions need to be
modernised. Itis a very great
challenge. Sometimes we feel
like we need to pull down the
whole roof and bring up a
new one. Everything needs
to be modernised really; this
is a great challenge. Of
course, modernisation also
includes capacity building;
the frustration here is the
constraint of staff. Money is
not available to do all we will
like to do but it is our prayer .
that we will be able to bring
some change for the better
through sinking money in
the health sector because
whatever you do, if you do
not have a healthy society
what can you do? For you
to farm, for you to construct,
for you to educate, you need
healthy persons.
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AC wants Aondoakaa sacked Yugudais welcome
The Action Congress I By Muideen Olaniyi I ?ribe but has not received firing of the min~s~er, ~en back to PDP --Ningi

(AC) yesterday called . It!" the Yar'adua administration
on MinisterofJustice large chunk of the money The statement added: "If is not ready to tackle the cor- s Bauchi State Gov- 2007 governorship election .

and Attorney-General of the has been found in an un- all these instances and ruption monster, which has I Yuzuda .& l.._ l.._.L h ~1;;'"ern or ~'!.~_~....-J-.l-HQ.---umr C rosen-attOLJ:ieY
Federation Mr. Michael known account in Zurich many more are not consid- given our country ~_g...he1: s ages a comeback party, choosing ANPP was
Aondoakaa to resign or be and that no o~e c.a~_~~ _ eI~Ji egregious.enoage-te '-penl'te-t"'OaO name in the to Peoples Democartic an accident.
kicked.out.fee whatit-said -prosecliteaif oTfered a warrant the resignation or comity of nations." Party (PDP) from the All Ni- "He is welcome, as a

~:~:::!~c~~:.the Abayomi backs mega .party geria Peoples Party former PDP minister for
Ina statement m Lagos by (ANPP) today, Rep Abdul five years, where he made

its National Publicity Secre- LagOS-baSed lawyer I I NJC, there will not be prob- Ningi (PDP-Bauchi) has all his connections. He is
tary Alhaji Lai Mohammed, and human right .ac FromLeyeAdewumi, lem. I think the whole argu- described the governor's more at home in PDP than
ACsaidtheministerhadre- tivist Dr. Tunji Akure ment is based on a false decision as "heart warm- in any political party. He
mained the single biggest ob- Abayomi has expressed his nation may likely become a reasoning. And that if you ing." could not have achieved
stacle to Nigeria's anti-cor- support for the planned for- one-party state, and that give appointing power to the "It is heart warming that anything under ANPP ex-
ruption efforts.. mation of a mega political party will be PDP." NJC, the NJC cannot be cor- he has realised early cept in PDP," he said.
AC accused Aondoakaa party in Nigeria. He also threw his weight rupted. That is false reason- enough that he would not Yuguda recently gave a

of "muddling" the The mega party is an idea behind the presidency for ing. NJC can be corrupted be able to function prop- notice to ANPP of resign­
Halliburton bribery scandal, mooted by political parties the appointment of the chair- just like any other. It.\,s the erly within the ANPP, ing from the party, attrib­
in which some Nigerian offi- opposed to the man of Independent Na- person of the leader that IS which is a stranger to him," u ting it to in ternal
cials allegedly collected$180 ruling People's Democratic tional Electoral Commission important for corruption, not N ingi said in an interview squa bb·le whi ch ha d
million in bribes to facilitate Party (PDP). (INEC). merely the system. No sys- in Abuja. factionalised the party.
a contract. Speaking with Daily Abayomi said the ap- tem is corrupt," he said. Ningi said the fact that However, both the CNPP
"After his unneeessary Trust yesterday, Abayomi pointmentofINECchairman He said instead of drag- Yi d ltd th and other stakeholders in

trip to the US (to obtain the who was anAction Congress should not be given to the ging judiciary into politics, ugu a was e ec e on e
same information he could governorship aspirant in National Judicial Council the appointment of INEC platform of ANPP did not the state had been mount­
have sourced from investi- 2007 election in Ondo State (NJC) because it would chainnanshouldremain with mean the party was popu- ing pressure on Yuguda to
gators and intelligence said; "I think the idea of politicise the council. the presidency, adding that tar. resign and re-contest on
agencies here), he virtually mega party is good because "Many people believe that after all the choice of the "It is not the party that the platform of PDP, if in­
gave a clean bill of health asit is now without a major if the appointment of the president is subject to ap- was popular but him. He deed he was a popular can­
to the accused by saying a political restructuring, the !NEC chairman is given to provalofNationalAssembly. could have won the April didate. (NAN)

one, number two is leadership and number
three is leadership. It is after this that others
come because they mean nothing in them­
selves until they are put to meaningful use.
I will continue to use my state under Lamido
as an example. The other day one of my
friends came to the state and e-xclaime-d.He
wondered how Within a year and a half roads
are put in place linking all the emirates, the.
disabled are being catered for and so on and
so forth. We need leaders with great fore­
sight. We need good leaders who will put
their societies first. We do.
There is this clamour for scrapping of

the local government system in the coun­
try. Will you support this view?
No, at all. Those making such call do so

out of ignorance. I am a legislator, not a local
government chairman so any statement I,
make is totally free from all forms of biases
or selfishness. Why should you scrap a sys­
tem that is doing well like in our state? You
scrap the system and you will regret it. The
only thing I will call for is for all relevant
bodies charged with the responsibilities of
ensuring good governance to carry out their
functions to the letter. There is corruption
everywhere in the world but when-the laws
are fully applied, and then good governance
can be achieved. I am still of the opinion
that the lack of performance oflocal govern­
ment chairmen is the attitude of a sitting
governor. If the governor is not a pretender,
is not corrupt, is not saying one thing in the
public and doing another in private then
development will come to the grassroots rap­
idly.Do you know that governor Sule Lamido
calls for local governments' accounts verifi­
cation periodically? He does that because I
feel since he allows them access to their
funds as allocated to them from federation
account, he does not want abuse of public
trust so he calls on them to give account of
their stewardship to the people periodically.
We in the legislature are also carrying out
our oversight function on the local govern­
ment. So you can imagine the combined ef­
forts of both arms of government on the 10- .
cal governments. You want to scrap local
government areas? Please I urge you to visit'
Jigawa State before you do that. .
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leadership in the state has vowed to uplift
the standard oflivil.\g of the people. Can you
imagine a state governor shedding tears?
But Lamido did it when he saw the level of
deprivation of the people, people dying due
to lack of basic drugs to cure common flu.

From Yusha'uA.lbrahim,DutS'e But some of us are not surprised because
this is a man who said at the age of 60 years,
he did not need anything but to give quality
service to his peopl'e. That is what he is do­
ing, we have seen it, and the people are now
enjoying dividends of democracy to the full­
est in 'the state. Let me tell you a secret, re­
cently, the governor ordered performance as-

sessment tour of the 2710-
cal council areas. Imagine
an elected official sitting at
a round table in a public
arena with electorates to
hear from them. That is ac­
countability at its highest
level. You can't see that
anywhere apart from
Jigawa State because the
hands of the chief execu­
tive in the state are clean.
This is a man who does not
touch local councils' allo­
cations. Go and ask them, I
am a legislator; I am privi­
leged to know what is hap­
pening in the state. The
governor gives the coun­
cils full autonomy not like
in other places where gov­
ernors pay lip service to
issues oflocal government
areas.
Wby do you think Nige­

ria has not attained an ap­
preciable level of develop­
ment since independence
in 1960?
Leadership is number

its potentials?
'Nigeria has come a long way. The belief is

- generally that an adult at 40 years and above
can take care ofhimself as well as ensure the
welfare of others. And so-Nigeria at almost
50 years should not .be seen as one' in its
infancy. Nationhood should not only be seen
in the general sense, but also the ability of
the people of such nation to realise their
potentials. Therefore, forNigeria to provide
such opportunity for her people, it has to
tackle critical sectors of the economy. And
that can only be done if there is good gover­
nance at all a levels - federal, state and local
government levels. To me, if we are really
sincere about moving this country forward,
there is no alternative to good governance.
It is only good governance that can put in
place good roads, uninterrupted power sup­
ply, functional education system, develop
agriculture to ensure food security, provide
adequate security for the people, ensure ef­
ficient transportation services that includes
rail, water, air and land. And I can tell you
that it is only leaders with altruistic approach
to governance that can ensure all these. A
leader whose pastime is to acquire and build
a financial empire for himself cannot achieve
this. Unfortunately, this has been the lot of
the country over the years. But this is not to
say that there is no hope, of course there is
hope. Things are changing in parts ofNige­
ria due to the type ofleaders who are at the
helm of affairs there.
Given the gloomy picture you painted, are

you -confident that one day we can get the
kind ofleadership you are talking about?
Why not? I mentioned before that things

are changing in parts of Nigeria. Without
sounding immodest, look at Jigawa State
today, go round all the local council areas
and see what both state and local govern­
ment councils are putting in place. You see
functional local government secretariats,
water projects, roads, health services where
free drugs are provided to the people. You
look at the faces of people at the grassroots
and see surprise written all over them. They
wonder if they could have all these facilities
in their life time but they are having them.
These facilities are there now because the ,

p' liti
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}y!!..L~scrap LGs? Visit Jigawa
first DIS eaker
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HONGENERAL SECRETARY

not later than Frrda 24" A ril2009 Late a ptrcauoua Will not be acce ted.

All completed application forms must reach:
The HonGeneral SecretaIY,

The Nigerian Institute OfArchitects
# 2 Ko.kawa CIo$6,

Off Gimbiya Crescent,
Area ii, Galid,

p, 0. Box 10015. Garki. Abuja.

CLOSING DATE:

Stric.t compliance with all conditions stated above is pre-requisite to being qualified
for admission into these examil'laflOl'I!I.

COMPLIANCE

The PPE will be held at four centres in ABUJA, LAGOS. KADUNA and ENUGU,
while the Finals II Ex.amioatioos will be hetd at the ABUJA and LAGOS centres
only.
Candidates must indicate on their application furm the centre at whiCh they wish to
sit for the examination.

EXAMINATION CENTRES:

The NIA Professional Prac~ice and Finals II (Direct Entry} Examinations wifl1;le held-
from 21"·- 25t~September 2009. . -

EXAMINATION DATE:

NIA Examination Preparatory Seminar is compulsory for all PPE and Finals II
Candidates. The Seminar will be held fl:om 7lt< - S'· September 2009 ill Lagos and
Abuja for PPE candidates and lagos poly for Finals II candidates respectively. The
seminar fee is"1 0, 000 to be paid with the examination fees,
Allpayments must be made only inlo the NIA account no. 013201000n52 at any
Diamond Bank. branch and the bank payment telter submitted with the application
form. Cash/cheque

Application Forms and a booklet ·Conditions for AdmiSSion into the Examination"
are obtainable from the NfA Secretariat in Abuja upon the payment of "2, 500,
Candidates are adllised to study the booklet before completing their forms.
Candidat.es' application forms are to be submitted with the following:
(a) A non-refundable examination fee ofN20, 000 and "25, 000 for PPE and

Finals II Examinationsrespectively,
{b) LogbOOKSduly endOrsed by your Supervising Architects (PPE only)
(c) Transcript forwarded directly from your University (Graduate candidates from

Overseas Universities only)
(d) A form completed by the SupeNising Architects (PPE ooly),
(e) Photocopies of educational cei'titicates (WASC. Diploma and Degrees)

and NY,SCCertificates. Statement of results shall not be accepted.
(f) Name and address of the accrediting Board in candidate's country of

study (foreign graduates only).
(g) All applicants must have their certificates sighted and endorsed by a

current NIACouncil member.
(h) Two nos. recent passport. photographs.
(i) 4 nos. self-addressed and stamped 9" x 4" envelopes.
(J) Sworn affidavit to support any discrepancIes in names or otner particulars on

Certificates (if any)
(k}A duly completed Full membership application form for PPE candJdates and

Associate membership application form in the case of Final IIcandidates.

METHOD OF APPLICATION

This Examination is for candidates with M,Sc· (Architecture) degree Of its equivalent
awarded by Nigerian or foreign Universitles whose Architecture programmes are
not accredited by the Nigerian Institute of Architects (all applicants who studied
abroad wHi be required to give the. Institute authority 10directly collect their detailed
transcripts for assessment). Candidates who have passed the RI.B.A. Part II or
equivalent may also apply. Candidates must have obtained the degree at least
nine months prior to March 2009.

2. MIA FINALS II DIRECT ADMISSION EXAMINATION SEPT. 2009

This examination Is open to candidates with the following qualifications:
(a) Associate memoor'S of the Institute who have had a minimum of two years

supervised post-qualificaJlon practice byMarcil 2009
(b) Graduate Architects from NIA.recognised institutions Overseas with a ,

minimu.m of two years supervised post-qualification precnce (Si)( months of
- which must have been spent in Nigeria) I

(0) Candidateswho have passed the NIA Finals II Examinationwith a minimum ,
of 2 years cognate worn experience thereafter by March 2009.

(d) candidates in all cases must be currently resident in Nigeria and also
currently fully involved in the practice of Architecture under the supervision of
a financial full member of the NIA with a minimum of three years membership.

(e) Applicants in all cases must be financial Associate members of N'lA.
Candidate must indicate Associate Membership number on the Examination
forms.

1. N!A PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE EXAMINATION SEPT. 2009)

Applications are invited graduate . who faU under any of tile
categories below and wish to be pre-qualified for the September 2009 Professional
Practice and Finals II (Dlrect EntIY) Examinations.

THE NIGERIAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS
www.niarchilects.org

For details, registration, etc, please contact: 08033469413,
08054890243, 08034885989 or e-mail: techgradecon@yahoo.com

OTHER WORKSHOPS fOR THE YEAR
SN WORKSHOP TOPICS

DATE
VENUE(2009)

L MEASUREMENT,ESTIMATING AND PRICING OF CML 5-7 Elephant
ENGINEERINGWORKS House, Ikeja

2. PROJECTMONITORING AND CONTROL PROCEDURES ~ 19-21 Arcade Club
IN PRACTICE x Suite, Abuja

3. PROCEDURESFOR SELECTIONOF CONSULTANTS 26-28 Arcade Club
AND MANAGEMENTOF CONSULTINGSERVICES Suite, Abuja

4. PROCEDURESFOR SELECTIONOF CONTRACTORS 2-4 Arcade Club
AND MANAGEMENTOF CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS Suite, Abuja
ENGINEERING MEASURESFOR IMPROVING TRAFFIC' w Arcade ClubS. z 9-11FLOW AND ROAD SAFETY ::::> Suite, Abuja"""

6. COST EFFECTIVESTRATEGIESFOR ROAD 23-25 Concord Hotel,
MAINTENANCE MANAGERS Owerri

7. DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCEOF 7-9 Arcade Club
RURALROADS Suite, Abuja

8. MODERNMETHODSOF MANAGING DISPUTES IN ~ 14-16 Hamdala Hotel,
ENGINEERING CONTRACTS ::::> Kaduna'"'

9. LEADERSHIPSKILLS FOR,PROJECTMANAGERS 28-20 Gateway Hotel,
Abeokuta

10.
EFFECTIVEMANAGEMENTOF PROJECTSAT THE 4-6

Royal Tropicana
IMPLEMENTATION PHASE Hotel, Kana
GEOMETRIC DESIGN OF ROADS, INTERSECTIONS

t;.; Elephant11. G 11-13AND INTERCHANGES ~
House, Ikeja

PLANNINGAND MANAGEMENTOF PUBLIC -PRIvATE Arcade Club12. PARTNERSHIP(PPP) PROJECfS 25-27 Suite, Abuja

13. SITE SUPERVISION AND QUALITY CONTROL OF 1-3 Arcade Club
ROAD PROJECTS Suite, Abuja
STRAIEGIES FORSUCCESSFULMANAGEMENTOF 0:: Pathfinder14. w 15-17CAPITAL PROJECTSIN NIGERIA co .Hotel, Ado-EkitiX
GEOTECHNICALINVESTIGATION FOR CIVIL

ur Arcade Club15. h: 22-24PROJECTSAND INTERPRETING THE REPORTS ur Suite, AbujaVl

16. ANALYSISAND DESIGN OF STEELSTRUCTURESAND 28-30 Elephant
READING STRUCTURALDRAWINGS House, Ikeja

17. STRUCTURALANALYSIS, DESIGN AND LOCATION OF 6-8 Arcade Club
CONCRETEBOX CULVERTSAND BRIDGES SUite, Abuja

18. SOURCINGAND MANAGEMENTOF EQUIPMENT FOR ex: 13-1S Arcade ClubwCONSTRUCTION PROJECTS
~

Suite, Abuja
DESIGN, CONSTRUCTIONAND MAINTENANCE OF Aldgate Hotel,19. CIVIL WORKS IN RIVERINE LOCATIONS ~ 20-22 Port Harcourt

20. EFFECrIVE TECHNlCAL WRmNG AND 27w29 Premier Hotel,
PRESENTATIONSKILLS Ibadan

21. CAUSESOF COST OVERRUNS IN ROAD PROJECTS 3-5 Royal Hill
AND PREVENTIVEMEASURES sx ChOice, Makurdiw
MIX DESIGN AND QUALITY CONTROL OF ASPHALT t:O Elephant22. X 10-12AND PORTLANDCEMENTCONCRETE w House, Ikeja~

13.
STRUCTURALANALYSISAND DESIGN 0 F HIGH RISE z 24-26 Elephant
BUILDINGS House, Ikeja

,

fEES: 150.000.00 PERPARTICIPANT fOR EACHWORKSHOP

WORKSHOPCONTEN.I
1. Overview of RoadMaintenance Management Process
2. Innovative Methods of Managing RoadMaintenance
3. Modesand Causesof Pavement Deterioration
4. Output and Performance BasedRoadContract (OPRC)

Proceduresfor RoadMaintenance
5. Measurementof PavementDistressesand Interpreting the Results
6. Managing RoadMaintenance by Contl'act
7. Managing RoadMaintenance by Direct Labour
8. Pavement Management System (PMS) Procedures
9. Bridge Management System (BMS) Procedures

WHOSHOULDAlTEND?
The workshop is targeted at Engineersr Supervisors, Technical Officers and
Technical Assistants involved with road maintenance management.

Itn1l4 Tue 21st - Thur 23rd April, 2009
tnUll. ArcadeClub Suite, Abuja

A.Q.QY.I..ltt~..W.QRK.SHQ1.!
This workshop will introduce and explain various approaches that have been
used internationally to optimise efficiency and effectiveness and therefore
reducing lifecycle costs drastically in road maintenance management.

Presents a 3·Day Workshop on

oTecbgrade Consulting
Daily !rust, Tuesday, April 14,~009Page 50
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INSIDE »> .'<' Cabrera wins U~ Masters P-52 '. Eaglets beat Zambia in Dubai tourney P-56

. ~
- Sharks Fe coach, Kadiri Ikhana, bemoaning the state of
Nigeria sdomesticfootball and the "win at all cost syndrome "

"" We have made ourselves
look as if we are not playing
football, as if we are playing
war. 'I·have done enough; so
I must win by all cost' atti­
tude is-making the whole

thing look crazy. ,

Quote of the DayFourteen handball players
and six officials left Lagos
onMondayfor Lome,Togo,

toparticipate in1heAfricanZone 3
U-20HandballDevelopm~tProg­
ramme,

The officialscoinprise coaches,
referees and a lecturerat theNatio­
nal Institute for Sports, Lagos.

The programme slated to hold
from April 13, 2009, to April 20,
2009. Chinedu Ezeala-Ognndare,
Secretary, Handball Federation of
Nigeria (HF1'T) said tharthc 1 .

ramme prouased toprepare players
aswell as officialsfor international
championships.

"The trainingprogramme ispart
of preparations for theWorldCup,
theOlympics,and otherinternatio-

•

Egypt 2009: Uwe urges early preparation

Former Nigerian internationa.I,Andrew Uwe has called onNigeria
Football Federation (NFF) to institute programmes that would
make the Flying Eaglesto commence camping ahead of theWorld

U-21 cup slated for Egypt in September, reports Abiodun Jimoh.
Uwe who was disturbed at the level of preparation so fur for the team

noted that while otherAfrican countrieshave started camping for 1heepic
final inSeotember.Nigeriahas notmade any step towards itherebyputting
the chan •.esof the team injeopardy.

He-ufirmed thatthe debacles that surroundedthe team non-impressive
outi. 5 inRwanda shouldnot deterred theNFFfrom startmakingadequare
pl' JDing towards winning the cup onAfiican soil, adding that series of
f rendly matches should have been staged for the team to assess their
quality before going for the world event in less than fivemonths.

He however expressed confidence that coach Samson Siasia who has
been saddled with the responsibility of leading the team to the world
championship has 1hecharisma to deliver the needed results for Nigeria
having done that in the past.

Siasia is an experiencecoach that knowswhat is at stake inleading the
team toworldcup inSeptember andbased on this hewillnot disappointthe
countryas everyNigeriansaresolidlybehindbim inhisambition toachieve
the needed results and Ipray that he will win the cup only ifhe get the
needed support from NFF'.

nal championships.
"The HFN wants to use this

opportunity to expose the players
and officials to the current deve­
lopment in the game and update
their skills," shetoldNAN inLagos
before departure.

According toher,theprogramme
is the first international event that
Nigeriawillbe participating in this
year, adding:"this iswhywemade
all efforts to ensure thatwe are there
with a fullhouse I

"We have gone through our I
records and have come up with
promising players and officials
who have shown signs ofimpro­
ving their skills if given intensive
training 'programme" Ezeala­
Ogundare said.

Handball team in Lome for training

brace from Super. Eagles defender, Taye Taiwo, right, helped his French club Olympique Marseille to a 4-1 victory over Grenoble in
French Lique 1at the weekend.

KJduna 'State Sports
ommissioner, Shehu
damu, has disagreed

with Kano Pillars Coach
AbdulmalikJabir, over the size
of the Kaduna Township Sta­
dium

Shehu saidit was untrue that
the Township Stadium was
smaller than the Sani Abacha
Stadium, Kano, where the Pil­
lars played their matches before
relocating to Kaduna.

"FIFA Vice President, Jack
Warner, gave the stadium a
pass mark when he said it had
··tllebest pitch inAfuca.

"Ranchers Bees played their
WAFU Cup matches on the
sarne pitch that Jabir said is
sub-standard.

"The size of the pitch is the
same with that ofABS and any
other stadium for that matter."

Jabir said last week that
Pillars would be delighted to
have all their matches in both
competitions played at the
AhmaduBello Stadium.

He also claimed the Kaduna
Township Stadium was smaller ~
than the .Sani" Abacha and
Ahmadu Bello stadiums.

Shehu said the state had met
FIFA's requirements.

"They want a standard
stadium with a mainbowl: the .
AhmaduBello Stadium is okay;
they also want three training
pitches.

"We areworking on the two
other training pitches situated
atABS.

"The two pitches have been
cleared-and arebeing backfilled
with black sand for tbeplanting
of carpet grass," he added.

when 1get to Port Harcourt 1
may lose my job, because I
didn't win here in Abuja.
Somebody will axe you and
another will hire you. That is'
why some of us coaches are
falling sick and dying every
day," said Sharks' coach.

(Under-I? coach) as being
rumoured in some quarters,
lkhana said although he would
never beg or-lobby for any job,
but would be ready to serve
Nigeria in any capacity.

"There is no way your
countrywill call on you to come
and serve her and you say no. r----------

but, there is no point begging Adamu disagrees with .
or lobbying for job. As a coach,
when you beg or lobby to get a Pillars coach over
job, you may not do it well,"
Ikhana said. Kaduna stadium .'

On hiring and -firing of
coaches that have suddenly
becomepartofNigerian football
in the recent past, the former
Kwara United coach said, hiring
and firing of coaches arenormal
things in football.
"I could be fired ...May be

football look as if we are
fighting war.

"We have made ourselves
look as ifwe are not playing
football, as if we are fighting
war. 'Ihave done enough, so
must win at all cost' attitude is
making the whole thing look
crazy,"lamented the Edo State
born football tactician.

Speakingfurther,he lamented
the non-inclusion of home
based players in the Super
Eagles, saying such attitude is
killing our morale of such
.players, because, according to
him, they have been made to
believe that they cannot play
for their father's land.

On whether he would be
ready to take up NFF job of
supervising Henry Nwosu

Ikhana
teams of the hard earned points,
saying such attitude makes our

coach.
He decried the "win atbome

syndrome" which, according
to him, has deprived visiting

By IbraheemA. FataiFootball in Nigeria will
continue to go down the
hill if nothing drastic is

done by all stakeholders to
arrest the ugly situation.

Sharks coach Kadiri lkhana
made this assertion after the
Premeir League match against .
FCAbuja on Sunday atthe Old
Parade Ground inAbuja.

According to Ikhana, the
horrible conditions of most of -
the stadia in Nigeria makes it
difficult for football to grow,
nothing that poor pitches and
poor administration are the
major bane ofNigerian football.
"How do you expect players

to play good football on a water
logged pitch like the one we
have here in Abuja today?"
asked the former Kwara United

We are not ready to develop
football, says Ikhana

s
Handball needs

adequate
attention

~:tIFN Secretary

aeduEze<ilitb~da-
, Secretary of the
andball Federation of

Nigeria (HFN), says adequate
attention by the International
Handball Federation (IHF) will
improve the standard of the
game inAfrica.

Ezeala-Ogundare'scomments
came on the heels of a seven­
day developmental programme,
which the 1HF is organising in
Lome, Togo, for players and
officials from handball-playing
nations inAfrica.

The HFN secretary told the
NewsAgencyofNigeria(NAN)
yesterday in Lagos before
departing for Lome, that the
programme would help to de­
velop and update the know­
ledge of players and officials in
the Africa Zone illcountries.
"I see this developmental

programme as a good thing
coming to allAfrican handball­
playing countries.
"It will go a long way in

improving their knowledge
and exposing them to the latest
in the global world," she said.

She advised the countries in
Zone illto send their technical
offieials to participate in the
programme, slated to hold from
April 13toApril2O,2OOiinL<rne.

Ezeala-Ogundare said that
-players selected from Nigeria for
the programme were picked for
their performance in the U-20
male and female championship
in Edo, inAugust 2008.

She added that the selection
of the six officials on the
delegation, was based on their
.records with the HFN.

"The selection was basedon
merit; the players and officials
arepromising and 1believe this
programme will be ofbenefit to
them and their states," she
added.

Coachfedelis Obi.amember
of the team, said he was glad to
be part of those going for the
developmental programme.

"I feel honoured to be among
those to benefit from the first
developmental programme
organised by the international
handball body," he said. .

Obi said that the programme
would help him to prepare
athletes for the 2012 Olympic
Games in London.

Hotline:
08059100030 (Text Only)s



most of the day. Mickelson
s ored the early blows,
delivering six birdies before the
tum for a record-tying 30.
Woods bounced off the ropes
witha30-footerforeagleatNo.
8. They both had a shot as they
headed toAmen Comer, trailed
by a gallery that grew to 10-
deep in spots.
"It was fun," Mickelson

said. "We've had some good
matches in the past I'm usually
on the wrong end of it, but it
was funplaying with him." .

The script began to unravel
atNo.12, the devilish little hole
known as "Golden Bell."
Mickelson pulled out a 9-iron
and tooka tentative swing. The
ball checked up short of the
flag, spun backward and didn't
stop rolling until it splashed in
Rae's Creek. Mickelson wound
up with a double bogey, which
seemed to suck all hope out of
his game.

'The ball went in the water,"
Lefty said, "and 1 stopped
makingputts."

Woods was one stroke out
of the lead after he planted his
tee shot next to the flag at No.
16, producing his third birdie
in four holes. But golf's
greatest closer couldn't finish
the comeback. His last two tee
shots were both wide and
outside. He slammed another
shot off a tree. A bogey-bogey
fmish left him one stroke
behind Mickelson and tied for
sixth, his worst finish at
Augusta since 2004.

He's now gone four years
without a green jacket, the
longest drought ofhis Masters
career.
''Iwas right there," Woods

said. "I hit a teeshotdown

to settle for par, too. The third
member of the playoff, Chad
Campbell, missed his 6-footer
and the race was down to two.

Only one more hole was
needed. Perry found mud on
his ballin themiddle of the 10th
fairway, and his shot veered
left of the green. Cabrera
knocked his below the hole
and--forperhaps the first time
all day---he was finally the one
in command Perry's chip raced
past the flag, and he missed the
putt coming back.

Perry didn't even get a
chance to finish. Cabrera's putt
stopped next to the hole. He
marked it, took a quick look to
make sure there was nothing
on it, and calmly delivered the
winning stroke on his second
careermajor.

At Oakmont two years ago,
Cabrera stared down Woods
and Jim Furyk to win the US.
Open. Now he has joined the
greenjacket club and wiped out
any perception that his first
major title was a fluke.

He wasn't the only one.
From the time Woods and
Mickelson stepped to the tee,
sharing a finn handshake and
icy stare; there was a sense this
would finally be the day the
Masters delivered an A,: zusta­
like finish. Another day I. -oke
warm and sunny, The n. <!;S
drooped limply atop n:
scoreboard. The greens were
still soft and inviting after a
fierce storm a couple of nights
earlier.

This was finally. a Sunday
for some fireworks, and they
were soon going off all over
the course.

The main event was Woods
vs. Mickelson, or so it seemedBoth Tiger Woods and Phil Mickelson stuttered at Augusta,

Sun with a gimme of a putt as
Perry looked on helplessly.

OK., it wasn't Hollywood.
But Cabrera sure earned it.
When his swing got loose

and produced two straight
bogeys on the front side, he
hun__gin there. When he faced
a two-stroke dencff with two
holes to play, he didn't give up.
And, most impressively, when
his firsttee shot of the sudden­
death playoff rolled to a stop
behind a big tree on the first
playoff hole, he never lost
hope.

Cabrerasomehowhookedhis
ball around one tree and past
several more, getting it back to
the fairway. Then he knocked it
up on the green, 8 feet behind
the hole, and made the putt to
save a remarkable par. Perry
messedup his approachandhad

Eweresomanyways
most thrilling of
sters could have

ended
What if Tiger Woods and

PhilMickelson had carried their
duel into a playoff? Now that
would have turned Augusta
National upside down.
Or how about Kenny Perry,

the ultimate grinder, winning
his first major at an age when
most players are prepping for
the senior tour? Boy, that
would have been something.

Instead, it was a burly man
from Argentina who crafted an
ending no one could have
envisioned Down at the 10th
green, long after Woods and
Mickeisonhadheaded for exits
and dragged many of the
patrons with them, Angel
Cabrera barely beat the setting

An unlikely end to a thrilling Masters
Angel Cabrera of Argentina celebrates after winning the Masters golf tournament in a sudden death playoff at the AUgUsta National Golf Club in Augusta,
Georgia, United States on Sunday.

17, the wind just held it just
enough, wouldn't let it cutback,
and 1was dead from there."

At least he has a Masters
title-four of them.

Perry headed to the
penultimate hole with a two­
stroke lead and seemed the
most unlikely guy on the course
to letit slip away. He had gone
22 holes since his last bogey,
and merely needed a nice, safe
finish to add some green to his
wardrobe.

Then, he seemed to realize
just what was happening. His
hands got a little sweaty, his
arms a little shaky. He was .
caught up in the moment, and
it got to him.

But Perry put his tee shot
into a bunker. He scattered the
gallery on the left with his
second shot. A delicate chip
left him with a 15-foot putt for
the win. But it crept up short of
the hole--the tentative stroke
of an average golfer who
choked, Perry's own brutal
assessment of the miss.
"I had that putt everybody

makes,"hesaid "MaIkO'Meara
hasmade it Tigermadeitlknew
exactly what it did, and 1hit it
easy. 1mean, 1just hit it bad."

This was Perry's second
heartbreak in a major. In1996,
he squandered another lead on
the 72nd hole at the PGA
Championship, then lost in a
playoff to Mark Brooks.

Perry knows tins u.ight be
Ills final chance.
"Itjust seems likewhen Iget

down to those deals, 1 can't
seem to execute," he moaned
in his Kentucky drawl. "Great
players make it happen, and
your average players don't.
That's the way it is."

i :

Cabrera
wins Green
Jacket after
playoff

Argentina's Angel Cab­
rem won his second
major championship

with a nerve-jangling playoff
victory at the U.S. Masters on
Sunday, becoming the first
South American to claim the
prized Green Jacket
. The 2007 US. Open cham­

pion edged out Americans
Kenny Perry and Chad Camp­
bell at Augusta National as he
clinched his secondPGA Tour
title with a par four at the se­
cond extra hole.
Afterhitting his approach to

12 feet at the 10th, the 39-year­
old Cabrera calmly two-putted
before raising his right arm in
celebration.

Perry, 48, bidding to become
golf's oldest major winner,
overshot the green with his
approach at the 10th and was
unable to save-par after chip­
ping back 18 feet past the cup.

Campbell, like Perry seeking
his firstmajortriumph, dropped
out when he bogeyed the first
extra hole after hitting his ap-

. .proach into a bunker at the par­
.four 18th.

"This moment, and also
, Oakmont, are the happiestmo­
rnents of my life,"Cabrera said
before being helped into his
GreenJacketby 2008 champion
Trevor Immelman of South
Africa.

"It's the dream of any golfer
to win the Masters. I'm so
emotional 1can barely talk.
''When1won the US. Open,

(compatriot) Roberto De Vi­
cenzo gave me a nice picture
and there was agreenjacket in

. . it, making me go for it," added
Cabrera through an interpreter.

De Vicenzo came close to
Masters glory in 1968 only to
submit an incorrect scorecard,
givingAmericanBobGoalbya
one-shot victory instead of
sending the year's first major
toaplayofI

However, De Vicenzo had
alreadybecome the first South
American to win a majorin the
1967 British OpenatHoylake.
On a sun-soaked day atAu­

gusta, Cabrera signed off with
a 71 fora l2-undertotalof276,
finishing level with Campbell
(69)andPerry, who appeared to
have the title within his grasp
before bogeying 17and 18 fora
71.

One of the longest hitters in
the game, Cabrera held a share
of the third-round lead with
Perry and briefly edged as1roke
in front by sinking a three-foot
birdie putt at the par-four third

His progress then stalled
with bogeys at the fourth, fifth
and 10th before he rallied over
the last eight holes.

Much of the interest on a
glorious spring afternoon was
focusedon the high-profile pai­
ring of Mickelson and Woods
as they treated a huge gallery
to a dazzling display of shot­
making in low-scoring
conditions.

. I
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tage totaketoBavaria.Now fit
again, theGermaninternational
will be the man chargedwith
containing the twinkle-toed
Argentiniaaatthe FuBballAre­
na Munchen, and though he
rrmintainooheismerelyamgin
theBayern wheel,Lahrn could
scarcely contain his growing
anticipationof a personalduel
withMessi.
"It's not just about single

players, it's about the team," .
saidthe 25-year-old,who also
missed his side's4-0 defeat of

Coach Jiirgen Klinsmarm
acknowledgedthat thereturnof
'Lahm and centre-backLucio,
whomissed theCampNeurout
with a thigh strain, wouldgive
Bayern "more stability"in de­
fenceastheyaimtomakeUEFA
ChampionsLeague historyby
becomingthe first clubtoover­
tum a four-goalfirst-legdeficit
in the competition.Lastweek's
defeatprovoked afiercebarrage
of criticismdirectedat boththe
team and Klinsmann, and al­
thoughLahmtemperedexpecta-

Eintracht Frankfurt at the
weekend;which liftedBayern
into secondplace in the Bun­
desliga and revived flagging
morale."Eachofus hasto play
tohis fullpotentialagainst such
a good team and against such
goodindividuals.Wehavetobe
at 100percent ofourcapabilities,
and ifwe are thenwe can beat
.BarcelonaIalsowanttoperfOllll
aswellasIcan,especially against
Messi, who is one of the best
playersin the world. I'm really
lookingfurwardto this battle."

'give us a boost," conceded
Lahm, whosereturnwill seeLell
revert to his usual position at
right-back."Lastweek'sdefeat
was a big blow,N Nwe have
.V show themwhat wecan do,
..t homewe want to snow the
fanswhat we can reallyachie­
ve. Wewant to show that we
deserve to be in the quarter­
finals of the Champions Lea­
gue. Wewant to put right the
humiliation of last week-and
showthatwe can competewith
the best teams inEurope."

tionsthat the four-timeEuropean
champions could keep their
ambitionsintactbyproduci, a
footballingrniracle,he P j
thattherewasasr '" 11i-
nationwithin t;l¢ L 4<;'1"'1~'1' cld
toprovetheyareWI rt\~ -'.r
place among ~~_...", ",Jlls
finesteightteams;
"It'llbeverytUllt.~' and

wewanttobe realistk .lutollr
chances of going mrough,
which are very limited indeed.
BarcelonaaretheoverwheIming
favouritesandjust awinwould

D espite witnessing
LionelMessi'sartistry
dismantleFC Bayern

Munchen fromtheC&mPNou
substitutes' bench last week,
PhilippLahm insistedhe isreli­
shing the prospect of coming
face to facewith theFCBarce-
10M star in the second leg of
theirUEFAChampionsLeague
quarter-finalon Tuesday,
WithLahmlaidlowbyacalf

injuryin Catalonia, airistianLeli
switchedflanks to fill inat left­
back and was tormented by
Messi, who scored twice and
helpedcreateBarca's twoother
goals to give the SpanishLiga
leadersanemphatic4-0 advan-

Lahm looking to tidy up Messi turmoil

Bolton unlikely inspiration for
I~~~~~~~;::o:~Liverpool task ~~~~~y~~:;:;~=;of the task they face at withninewinsm l l matchesin
ChelseaintheChampionsLea- allcompetitions.
gue tonight they need only Hiddink out-thought his
look as far as Bolton Wande- pressure onLiverpoolandleague scoredtwice. wily rivalRafaBenitezlastweek
rers. leadersManchesterUnitedinthe RicardoCarvalho,whoretur- by deployingMichael Essien
Liverpool need to score at PremierLeague titlerace, Bolton ned to the side after missing in arnan-to-manmarking role

least three goals at Stamford didshowthat Chelsea'sdefence the last three games, is expec- on StevenGerrardwhichneu-
Bridge to have any chance of wasnotimpregnable, ted to fillTerry's role, tralisedtheLiverpoolskipper's
overcoming Chelsea in the "I am a bit concernedwe let Liverpool -vill be hoping to influence.
secondlegoftheirquarter-final inthree,but everymatch ISdif- avoida second successive exit Gerrard will have to stamp
tie after losing 3-1 at home to ferent," saidChelsea's interim fromtheChampionsLeagueat hisauthorityonthematchfrom
GuusHiddink'smenlastweek. coachHiddink."However,let's StamfordBridgewheretheylost the start if Liverpool are to
Boltonscoredthree goals in say it is a lesson leamt." in the semi-finalslastseason. make any dent in Chelsea'S

eight minutes at Chelsea on Although Chelsea will be However, they have won lead,but they didbounceback
Saturdayalthough,bythe time without suspended skipper therealreadythis seasonwhen well with an emphatic 4-Q
they managed their first, they JohnTerryin theheart of their their 1-0victoryinOctoberen- victoryoverBlackburnRovers
were already trailing 4-0 and defencefollowinga bookingin dedChelsea'srecord86-match on Saturday despite the cap­
Chelsea had taken off Frank the first leg, they have plenty unbeatenhome run in thePre- tain Beingrested.
Lampard and Didier Drogba of fine players in reserve as mierLeague. Theywill have JavierMas­
withthegame seeminglywon. they proved at Anfield where Since then though, Chelsea cheranobackinmidfieldfollo-
AlthoughChelseaheld on to Serbian defender Branislav have replaced Brazilian coach wing the Argentine's suspen­

beat Bolton 4-3 and keep the lvanovic made a rare start and LuizFeJipeScolariwifuHiddink sionfromthefirstleg.

Barcelona'sDanielAlves,right, and BayernMunich's Frank Ribery, left,vie for the baDduring their quarterfinal first legmatch at
the Nou Camp inBarcelona, Spain.

>.
completelysecondary,"hesaid.
Barca central defender

Rafael Marquez is suspended
afterpickingup a yellow card
at theNou Camp,
Bayern,who had not lost in

the Champions League this
season before last week's
defeat, have said the team has
an obligation to restore the
club's pride.
Boosted by their 4-0

crushingofEintrachtFrankfurt
on Saturday,the Germans are
looking to bow out with their
heads held high.
"With this win (against

Frankfurt)we repairedpart of
the damagebutnot all of it.We
have a lot to do on Tuesday
so that we can say goodbye to
the competition in a good
way," coach Juergen Klins­
marmsaid.

Klinsrnarm isagainexpected
to field 34-year-old keeper
Hans Joerg Butt, ahead of
Michael Rensing, who had
been his first choice through­
out the seasonuntil lastweek.
"Unfortunately I have to

hurt Michael and put his
development on the back­
burner so we can get the
results we need to get," the
coach, in his first season at
Bayern, said.
Klinsrnann,underfire forhis

team's erratic performances
throughout the season, will
have a largely fit squad with
only central defender Daniel
van Buyten in doubt.
DefendersLucioand Philipp

Lahm, who both missed the
first leg through injury,should
be fit to play,

B arcelona take a 4-0
advantage to Munich
but are wary of Ba­

yem's wounded pride when
they face the Germans on
Tuesday in their Champions
Leaguequarter-finalretumleg.
Barca coach Pep Guardiola

wamedtheirhighscoringvictoxy
in Spain last-week could bring
the best out of the German
champions,whohavecalledthe
defeat a debacle and said they
have no real chance of quali­
fying,
"Bayern are capable of

scoringfourgoals,all the more
so when they are wounded,"
Guardiolasaidatanewsconfe­
rence.
"1 don't believe the state­

ments about them already
havinggiventhetieupforlost,"
he said.
"I am sure theywill put in a

goodperformanceandwehave
togotherewitha lotofambition
to win the match. If we are
speculativethey will roll over
us."
Guardiola left key players,

including midfielder Xavi,
PrimeraLigatopscorerSamuel
Eto'0andcaptain CarlesPuyol,
out of his starting line-up for
Saturday's comfortable 2-0
homewinoverstrugglingRec-
reativoHuelva '
TheformerBarcaandSpain

midfielder will have to watch
the match from the stands
afterbeingdismissedfromthe
bench in the first leg and
seeing his appeal with UEFA
rejected.
"I'll be in the stands but it

doesnotmatter,it is something

Barcelona wary of Bayern's wounded pride

____________ P_a~ge537YallyTrust, Thesday-;April14,,2009



happeningiOralongtime. <. Pono have beea dolng, They . 1 Fabio Aui:~lio: It's hard to
Did you know Brauisbv showed against United they Cboo.se !me. I like to think of

h'allOVizwassucba1hreatoo are dangerous.and fearless. mnpk:teplayers. From the guys
earners before the game Not anyoae-caa score twice at I have SCt'3l playing, Ronaldo.
.yestmIay?\\'hatUldoftK::tKs Old TrafiOrd. 1be~ isaphenomenon. Even
.doyoobaveioplaceatQll11el'S? What wen you thinking afta"aIHheproblernshe'sbeen

Fabio Aurelio: Branislav belOrelheg:une~youbrat ~ the guy might still be
Ivanovisesurprised eveybody. lJninn4-1? able to make it back to the
Nobody expected fuat guy to FabioAuriiiio: It's hard to natiooalream.fuBrnziJ,he'sbren
come out of the blue and score tbinkthatyoucouldheputting scoring goals without being in
twiceagaesns, BeDetlrgame fourgoals paslReaJ.Madrid or perlertphysical condition.
we were actually thinking he Manchester UDited. But wh'en What's your opinionsbout
could be used as a weak point everything goes one's way KafadBenitez?
becausehewas being improvi- thesethlngs canhappen. Itwas Fihio Aurelio: Benitez is
sed as a right-back veyimIUtalln I!>tohaUniltxl addicted to football. He lives
Which club has impressed so we roWd think: again abwt for the game and seems to

you most in the OIampioDS ,WringthePremierl£ague. watch every match on the
League this seasoo? Who isthe player tbat you planet. Rafa is also an
Fabio AureJio: I like what considertbebestinbistory? encyclopaedia in terms of

League?
FabioAurebo: Wecanwin

the Premier League, The team
knows that there is a good
chance we can catch United if
we don't drop points, United
are under pressure, especially
because Chelsea are also in­
volved E~ gmte will be a
final.
With your recent great

result against United, are
Liverpool focusing on the
Premier League ahead ofall
other competitiODs'!
Fabio Aunilio: Nobody is

giving up on the Champions
League, for this team have
deJied1he oddsbefore,Wehave
scored fouragainstUnited and
Real Madrid and need to
remembertbat

Do"\'OU thiakit is nonnal to
see flinr English clubs still
involved lit tJus stage of the
CIli&mI·iou~League?Ordoes
this exagg?rate the quality of
Premier League clubs compa­
~ m ili;: m.1ofEurope?
Fabio Awitiu: Having the

£ow:EngiiIDclubsin the quarter­
finals anesis that the Premier
League is J:le best in theworld
Itreflectsboth lhequality of!he
game but also the structure of
the clubs. It can't be mere
coincidence because it's been

,.

Aier the loss to Chelsean Wednesday, bow
oyou think the team

will recover in the Premier
League and on Tuesday at
Stamford Bridge?
Fabio Aurelio: We need to

~te the tournaments. We
liolIre doing quite well in thePre­
.~ League andcannot afford
'1ommomen1ulil.Wmning will
fUmorepressureonManches­
ter United Chelsea are not a
matteruntil nextweek
As you scored against

Manchester United inthe 4-1
kaguewiQ at OldTOltIOnl, do

. you think you can score'
against Chelsea and help
'livemoolQVercome1heBJues?

Fabio Aurelio: It will all
j~nd onVVTIere the free-kicks
occur, Iwould love to have an
opportunity fi:om a dead ball
and will practice some more
free-kicks,

What ,,·ftltwroog against
Cbel§ea?
. Fabio AurBio: The game
started quite well for us. We
set the pace and it seemed to
be ournigbt Hut that:fust goal
kind of stunned us, Congra­
tulations to Chelsea, though,
as they played well.

Doyou1hiok)'OU havewhat
it takes to win the Premier

Liverpool FCdefender Fabio Aurelio-popped
into the Talk Football chatroom, answering
uefa.com users' questions the day after his
side suffered a 3-1 reverse against Chelsea FC
at ~!d in J4e first leg of their DE! A
Cbanw~~quarter-final~ TheBrnzilian
is antic1patiifjiathrilling climaxte thePremier
Leagueseason as the Reds compete for the
title against the London club- and leaders
Manchester United FC. .,,' .

Aurelio maintains belief after Chelsea setback

for a second. If you don't
play like that then Ronaldo
can make all the difference.
"I'm pleased with the kind

words of my coach, but that
won't give me extra motiva­
tion to worlc," continued Fer-

"I knew we were going to
face very difficult opponents
andItried to start the gamevery
fucuserllthinkwemanagedtbat
Despite the result, it's not ovec
Man-chester Unitedwill tJaveI to
the Esmdio do Drngao mth the
aimofwinningandv.-e'llhaveto
be ready. .
"Cristiano Renaldo is a

great player, but I was very
humble and didn't hesitate

Fernando- keep eng his feet on the ground
~'': -

all the praise I've received," nando, "I'm always fuUy
explained the former Bra- motivated because I'm at a
zilianUnder-20 international great club, My main goal is

to keep working hard in order
to improvemy game."Ferreira
feels that same attitude will
take the teamfar between now
and the end of the season,
with Porto alsogoing strongly
in the Portuguese Liga after
keeping themselves four
points clear with Saturday's
3-0 win over Estrela,
"Some of the players are

improving by the day and
that's why we feel even more
confident," stated Ferreira, -"1
have alot ofbeliefi m this team
and in our work, Our funs can
rest assured that we will do
everything in our power to ~
the job done." -.. 1<"....... .,. ... ""

players and stats. Sometimes
be asks me about Brazilian
players Ihave never heard of.

How did you react to last­
minute winning goal from
Manchester United's Federico
Macheda in the3-2leaguewin
againstAston Villa?
FabioAurelio: Itwas likea

bucket of cold water being
poured overmyhead, Villawere
playing sowell and couldbave
won 3-L Then Cristiano Ro­
ualdo finds a goal ott of no­
where and a teenager scores a
screamer onhis debut.
Tbe twogoals from oomers

against Chelsea have seen
jJfOpIeblame1hezonal1lllllking.
Doyou tlliDkit is right?
Fabio A1II"000: The :ronal

marking has worked for us
before so I don't tbmk we
should be Naming it for the
result Goals alsohawm as a
res of strong perbm.ances
and Chelsea managed 10 put
us .in situations where they
heat the system. If 1iu:re were
perfect schemes, matches
wook1alway.send in draws.

1\.'IJidlplaycranyoomost
eu*d tuplay agaiBr.
F.. AIIIiIio; ribl'trea1ly

get excited,~ ~
playeci but it is chaIblging In
moe guys like AIjen Robben or
LiooeIM~:Theyplaywil:b the
ballpretty close to their i:et and
j:'.s a nigbtmare trylng to read
v.batthey will do ",,1dl~mn.
What are some ofthe most

difficult, butat thesame time
most rewarding, aspects of
mrvellingwithyourclnb!
Fabio Aurelio: The QD)y

hard thing isbeingaway .from
mv wife andkids. Jwooki love
w-take themwithme.At least
it's very different from Brazil
where sometimes you get
locked ina hotel, even before
home matches-

Champions League quarter­
final gaveme greatpleasure,"
said the 62-year-old,
For his part, Fernando ad­

mits to having been thrilled
by the "positive comments"
surrounding his performan­
ce, revealing the samehumi­
lity in conversation that
makes him approach every
ball as if it were the most
important of his caret:r.
"Of course I'm happy with

Jesualdo Ferreira, a coach
usually loth to singling out
players.
"As you all know already,
I don't like to talk about
individuals, but seeing the
way Fernando and [Aly]
Cissokho played agai t
United at Old Trafford in a

s

Manchester United
Fe's playing staff
were quick to

praise FC Porto's attacking
ability following last week's
2-2 draw at Old Trafford ill
the first leg of their UEFA
Champions Lea-gue quarter­
fmal, but perhaps the key to
the visitors' 'impres-sive
display was the contribu­
tion of a hitherto unheralded
21-year-old Brazilian defen­
sivemidfielder,
Loaned to C.F Estrela da

Amadora last season, Fer­
nando has grabbed his chance
following Paulo Assuncao's
sum-mer depar-ture to Club
Atletico de Madrid, with the
former Vila Nova FC player
even earning praise from

, ,
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3. KennyPerry reacts after
his chip shot to the 18th
green missed the cup
during the first hole of
sudden playoffat the

Masters golf tournament at
the Augusta National Golf

4. Australia's Michael
Clarke 'playsa shot against
South Africa during their

fourth one day
international cricket match
in Port Elizabeth, South

Africa.

2. Jim Furyk walksoff the
18th after his final round of

the Masters golf
tournament at theAugusta
National Golf Club in

Augusta,Georgia.Furyk
finishedwith a seven-under

1. SouthAfrica'sRoelofvan
r der Merwecelebratesafter
, taking the wicket of Callum
, Ferguson during their
• fourth one day international

cricket match against
Australia in Port Elizabeth,

s. ShingoKatayama of
Japan bowsto the gallery
as he walks up the 18th
fairway during the final
round of the Masters golf
tournament at the Augusta
National Golf Club in
Augusta, Georgia.

6. Chelsea manager Guus
Hiddink, sixth left, talks.to
his players before a team

training session:at
StamfordBridge in London,
yesterday. Chelsea are due
to play Liverpool in the
Champions League in

London tonight.

par for the tournament. Club in Augusta, Georgia.SouthAfrica.CAPTION

,...
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Ferrero finally ends win drought

Former world number one Juan Carlos Ferrero ended
his five-year wait for a tournament win with victory
in the Grand Prix Hassan II in Casablanca. The

unseeded Spaniard, who won the French Open in 2003,
beat fifth seed Florent Serra 6-47-5 for the 12th singles
title win of his career.
Ferrero broke Serra six times on his way to his first win

since the Madrid Masters in October 2003.
Serra had been chasing his first title since winning in

Adelaide in 2006.
It was a first win for Ferrero over the

.iIIJI'__ Frenchman after defeats in their two
"....,._""~_previous meetings, including a loss in

Brisbane earlier this year.
- . The victory should be some
~ solace to Ferrero after his

world ranking of
115 deprived him of
a shot at a third
Monte Carlo
Masters next week.

II

Ngerian-bom England striker Gabriel Agbonlahor
IS to have a scan on the hamstring he injured in
the 3-3 draw against Everton on Sunday and does

not know when he will be fit again.
With Emile Heskey also injured, Aston Villa have only

one experienced forward, John Carew, fit.
Agbonlahor said: "It felt pretty against

Everton and I came off because I did not
want to make it any worse.

"There is something wrong but I
don't know what. We'll have to wait for
the results of the scan."
Villa manager Martin O'Neill revealed

that Agbonlahor had missed two days of
training before the game with a virus.

"He had not been feeling great," said
O'Neill. "But we always knew he wanted
to come out and play.
"This is one ofthe big things about him,

Ashley Young, and a number of the other -­
lads - they want to play.

"When Gabby came off, his hamstring was sore.
Everything was wrong with him in terms of not being
physically fit for the game but he still did great. That is
the kind of character he is."

Villa face nervous wait on AgbonlahorI

J Eaglets beat Zambia

NEWS ROOM 0805910 0241,08054102934,0805910 0373

08059100210,08059100282BUSINESS

MARKETING 0805210 01l4, 0805 910 0270, 0805 910 0218

08052104453, 08059100276ADVERT

.,

~-----------------,Our national housing poverty
N' igeria's Under-l1 team, who will host the 2009 FIFA TIe provision of housing by government especially T

World Championship, finished third at a Dubai or public officers dates back to the time of our DAY
invitationaltoumamentaftertheybeatZambia2-1intheir ndependence in 1960. My brief study of the subject <> T ~ ~T

finalmatchyesterday. 1 revealed that the various regional governments at the time , '-J.l." ..I..L ~
SouthKorea,whowill alsofeatureatNigeria2009,wonthefour- 1 had their respective housing programmes not totally different with Muhammad AI-Ghazali

nation competitionwith sevenpoints after they defeatedhosts 1 from what they inherited from our English colonial masters. ghazalism@dailytrust.com,08052100432[SMSonly]
UAE 2-0. UAE are also poised for the FIFAChampionshipin The military administrations that followed the collapse of
NigeriainOctober. 1 the First Republic virtually retained the status-quo. Itwasn't of the policy, nearly two decades after the NHF was created,

StrikerAdamuHassanLawalopenedscoringforNigeriainthe J until t~e Second R:public administration ~f Alhaji S~ehu and even with the endless sloganeering on the dictates of the
secondhalfbeforeTerryEnvohdoubledtheirleadlateon.Zambia S~agarl that the sU?Jectbecame a matter of intense n.atlOnal UNMillennium Development Goals (MDG's), fewerNigerian
pulleda goal backwhile theNigerianschoolboys,knownas the dis~~ur~eat the national level and also sadly a tool of intense workers own homes of their own. .
GoldenEaglets,wouldhavewonby abigger margin but politicking between the states and the government at the As a matter offactthe spectre of collapsed urban residential
missedapenaltyaftertherefereeordered tha.t.it be center. buildings and greedy landlords continues to loom large in our
retaken. Wemust, however, credit the military presidency of General national consciousness. Despite the existence of rent edicts
NFF technicalcommitteechairman T a i w 0 Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida with the articulation of our first in many states, workers continue to be at the mercy of greedy

Ogunjobi,watchedtills finalmatchand officials truly structured and all-embracing legal instrument or landlords aided by equally selfish lawyers unrestrained by
disclosed to GoaJ.com that he is expected to framework to address the alarming gap in the housing needs any form of moral obligation to' the average citizens of the
submita reportas regardsthe suitability of all Nigerians when it evolved the National Housing Policy country. ~
or otherwiseof the Eaglets he ad (NHP) in existence today. In fairness to them, with the general
coach,HenryNwosu. The NHP as conceived by the lBB paucity of nuances of social rp<,nn'n<i'hi
Nwosu's competence regimewas both a recognitionofNigeria's in the actions and .__:,-,,.,.--,,,,,,,-~,..i.'"

hascomeunderfocusafter ~ exploding population and urban growth government on the matter added to the
somelacklustreshowings rate and also an admission, for the first endless pussy-footing on what, ordinarily,
by the team and already time, that government alone was should have been declared a case of
theNFFhaveinterviewed incapable of addressing the massive 'national emergency, why should they? In
three top coachesfor his ~ shortages experienced in the sector. Lagos and Abuja in particular, the
job - KadiriIkhana,John Decree No. 3 ofl992which created the proliferation of cartels operated by
ObuhandStanleyEguma. National Housing Fund (NHF) as the landlords and their agents continues to
Nigeriaare the defendingworldchampionsat Under-I7 level rnain driver of the new policy, was keep the heads of many Nigerians well

after theywon the competitionfor the third time in SouthKorea envisaged to ensure the pooling of below the poverty line.
two years ago. resources and the active participation of In between, wages have not only

the private sector in the provision of stagnated, the government even
qualitative and quantitative housing for contemplated wage cuts as if that alone
all Nigerians. The whole thing was could halt the rampaging effects of the
supposed to be simple and effective. melt-down in the global economy.
As earlier indicated, the new policy Without the benefits of the NHP

covered workers in both sectors of the becoming obvious to ordinary Nigerians,
economy who were expected to Works,Housingand Urban Development it seems the, authorities are simply
contribute 2.5 percent of their salaries to Minister Dr. Hassan Lawai unconcerned about the fact that the -
the NHF. The contribution was made mandatory for mandatory contributions to the NHF itself constitutes a
participation in the scheme. Employers oflabour were required depreciation of the net pay of workers nationally.
by law to remit the funds to the coffers of the Federal Mortgage Like somany initiatives developed on these shores theNHF
Bank ofNigeria (FMBN). now seems headed for implosion except God touches the hearts
The same law also mandated banks to invest 10 percent of of those with the direct responsibility of implementing the

their loans and advances to .the FMBN, while insurance programme for the benefit of Nigerians. Again, like so many
companies were required to contribute between 20 and 40 things Nigerian, it seems far easier identifying the problems
percent of their non-life and life funds into real estate affiicting a particular policy, than finding the right solutions to
development to make it easier for workers to acquire homes of them.
their dreams. In addition, the three tiers of government were The few experts I have spoken to point at the absence of the
required by law to contribute aminimum of2.5 percent of their key issue of housing among the 7-Point Agenda ofthe current
annual revenues into the NHF. administration as a major indicator of the priority given to the
Th th t desi d th lid t d sector. Others slammed the merger of theWorks, Housing andI' e way e sys em was esigneo, e conso 1 a e Environment ministries as a serious set-back towards our quest

contributions intotheNHF are domiciledwith theFMBN which1 keeps 50percent on a guaranteed interest of 4percent in favour tomeet theminimum UN requirements onhabitation.Presently,
1 of individual contributors. The Primary Mortgage Institutions the gap between the UN minimum requirements and the

status-quo i:stoo alarming for comfort.1 (PMls) kept the remaining to be loaned out to eligible My take on the matter is that only neophytes can possibly
1 participants in the scheme. Workers could borrow to build fail to see the serious connection between adequate housing
houses before their mandatory retirement age of sixty, after ~ th k d II . ducti1 which they could withdraw their entire contributions if they lor eaveragewor eran ourovera economic pro uctivity,

Adequate housing after all, does wonders to the psyche of
1 chose to. the average individual. Housing gives that unassailable sense1 The PMls were expected to bridge the funding gap between of security well beyond the psychological realm.
the FMBN and the contribution ofworkers. They were obliged It determines the degree of our commitment to arty task as

1 to evaluate all loan applications by workers and to grant it at well as our sense of duty.No human being can be expected to
'half the prevailing market rates. Another important aspect of give his very best when he lives in squalid conditions, Home
the policy is that it encouraged other private and public ownershipalsoenablesworkerstodedicateresourcesexpended
initiatives towards bridging the housing gap of Nigerians. To on unreasonable rental fees on adequate feeding and education
that extent, state and local governments as well as private for their families. Needless to add that and aggregation of all
building societies were not precluded from contributing. these factors ultimately affects the random statistics on the
Ev.erything appeared so good on paper, especially for low- prevailing crime rates fed to the public by the police.

income earners unable to afford reasonable shelter for Quite inevitably, the FMBN also carries a heavy burden for
themselves and their families' after the Structural Adjustment its virtual sabotage of the positive intentions of the NHF. For
Programme priced them out of range. Today, however, it is nearly twenty years now workers have contributed their part
obvious that the tiny percentage of Nigerian .workers who to the growth of the scheme without being rewarded with the
reside in houses they can safely call their own owe their good timely and efficient disbursements of loans which should be
fortune to the sale of federal government houses which resulted their minimum expectations.
from the monetization programme embarked upon by the last I know of several workers whose fileswere forwarded to the ....
administration. FMBN for the past few years still awaiting approval. Others
Today; as I write this, the. FMBN which is the principal chose to blame he musical chairs at its supervising ministry as

custodian of the NHP along with its supervising ministry, will the major inhibiting factor,
b h d d bli h . gl I' f fi . Whatever may be the exact reasons behind the slow pace of
e ar -presse to pu IS a sm e ist 0 bene ciaries from disbursement ofloans to eligible beneficiaries by the FMBN,

the scheme different from the accidental involvement of a few
PMIs in the sale of government houses. or the lack of priority accorded the housing sector however,

the President hardly needs me to remind him that no form oi________________ ... In what must surely count as a sad testimony to the failure economic transformation will be possibJe in the landwhen the
cd.andpub1lSiiedGYMediaTrustNpiJmiied. CO,porati'6f6.(;:No:'io,p.o.W·MafuiID ~6ffSO!OIDonGiway'(ikhlildCiridaHotei), UtakoDisinct;-j greater majority of our able-bodiedworkers are left at themercy
Tel:09-6726241,6715364.Corpora1eOtlireAnDex: No.37,AE.EkukinamStreet,Opp.ABCTrnmportPlc,Ulako,Abuja.I...agosOtlire:No:10,AcmeRoad,J of a negligible percentage of landlords or reside in shanty
LabourHouse),Agidingbi-lkeja.TeI:OI-4925145,Ol-7616720.KadunaOtlire:No.6,Su1IubawaCIose,OffK:IturuRoad,UnguwarSarlci,GRAKadunaTel:! towns. The time to put things right is now and I mean itwit!
i916,Fax:062-2424%,e-maiI:dailytrust@yahoo.co.uk.AllconespoodencetoP.O.Box6873,Wuse,Abuja.Editor: MahmudJ~ i every sense of responsibility.
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