I res1gned to save

National Chisirman
of the Peoples Demo-
cratie Party (PDP),

yesterday

| Chief Andu

confirmed his resignation
naying however that it was
to save the party from falling

apast

Chief Ogbeh also denied
that that resignation was
forced on him at gunpolnt,

Il"ht Girvwrr s

Dlagumsaye Oyinlola fleft), and other members af the
the committes peess conference on the apening of the inguiry of the panel held in Ahu‘o ayeaterduy.

Hn-ml M. Bello

me.n Reporter, Repi|
but that he resigned willingly
in the interest of the party.
“Let the party grow and
nssert itsell and 1 want the
party to move in harmony,
not in disarmay; that is my
ronson,” Ollni snid.

- of Ouun State and chalrman of the POF Panel of Inguiry inte the

Thrakim Shama |

This Space is for = sieeping
Sale

dams of
K_;_lt.sina

Ogbeh was reacting

yesterday at his residence at
Asokoro in Abuja while fiel-
ding questions from news-
met wha trailed him over his
purported resignation which
was already making the

rou

“lam mll‘l.ll‘ fora
mcm&ﬁw resolution of
whatever crisis exists in the

disturbances nambra State,
Rarrister Samsan Ekhuba (m during

PDP," he said, addmg that he
did not regret serving as the
chairman of the ruling party.

“l am h and | thank
all members of the party for
their contribution and for
their support, and | mbwz
| Muhmn 1o play a part,
b naid.

A
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Reps react to resignation

overnl reactions have
trwibedd the

of the naticnal chairman
(of the Peoples Demoeraile
Party (PDE), Chiel Audu
gheh with some mermbers of

| By Zalnab Allml
e Polithal-Repbore-ap
Asked w coinment an the

Inwug yesterday w1 the Natl:
onal Amembly complex, Mr

the House of Rep
tntives describing lhndew.‘l
opiment e "s good cme™ for
domocsacy,

Mao Ch

nting J\wchukq..mhqﬁa
Federal Conalllueney of
Abia S, who s sleo o PDP

Rep, mnid that it means demo-
erncy las come to take oot
In the country,

*1 wm Just llcurmn this
from you. If be (Ogheh) has
pood reawom 10 resign, | don't
wow anything wrong n It 1 s
u pood omen that someane
shiould resdgn volvnrily. 11
shows (hit democreey has

come Lo take rood in the cou-
iy and-this shotld be o
turning poimt for the pary,”

he m|H
In his renction, Mr John
Fialime Agoda, also PO
ropreseniative from Delta
Stite sabd that it wes normal
Fut people 1o ke up posl-
Conid o Py 3

According 1w Ogbeh, ne
has given a one month no-
tice 1o the party via his letter
oddressed to the national se-

N80

party

Olhlu N'n.'No.himm:
true, Forget it | have boen |
ml‘lu:ung on hnw tllere'

s with effect from Febru
28, nfter which he said 1 will

not be chairman o
The following il part of

the question and anawer
semslon Ogbeh and
the newsmen,

Questlon: Why the sud-
den change of mind o res-
ign?

Ogbeh: [ in not sudden. |
have been thinking of i

ion: Bt we are woid
you were forced (o resign

How he

renh facts emerged
yesterdny Indicating
that the natlonal chai
rman of the People’s Democ-
e Party (PDP), Chief Audu
Ogbeh might have been
foreed 10 resign by President
Olusegun Obasanjo
The chairman, depen-
dable wources said, was
wnder duress when he wrote
s handwritten letior resigning
from his position with effect
from February 28, and addre-
lsednmclollnpmy s il
ol secrotary, Prince Vincent

Ogbulafor.
Prior 1o his resignation in
the eurly hours of Sunday,

Ogbeh had been involved in
vitriolic alierea-tions with the
president over the lingering
m.-}lmm eilses 1 Anibis
Wiy,

Dty Truy garhered thit
shortly before lnsi weok's
meeting of the party's Natl
onal Executive Commiite
{NECY, Oghel had reached
wn understanding with the
presidont to resign volu.

pmhlamn'r
Ogheh: No, no, | did not
but nu)lrh: pr'nuy"“idu_rl are
constituting problems |
Q—u;::w rudm,

moeeting?

Ogbeh:No, L oidn's |

Question: But the story |

making the rounds now is that |

Audu IE]'“h renlgned an
s

h: No, no, that innot|

trug, plesse, no, that s ol |

Conid, on Py 3

resigned:

.}:HIM'
oliticnl Reporter

atarily
But on Ssturday night, |
Obasanjo was said to have |
barged Into Ogbeh's resld-
ence querying why he did nod
s curller promised.
chairman, sources
saidd, answered thit he was
wtill gonsulting. Ohasanjo
reportedly stormed oul,
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that's all.
|wéumutﬂo=|._'§lua your
pos-
yowmm

Plrﬁf a-;u-n:

in town

Quest u: M‘m Ikm
years on the
yntu‘u:peﬂm

._pmiém:'on ture?
| ht That is a seco-
We will think of

that later.
ot e s B

s e
wkmmmyhnfud-
ihllllprwm ofm

have partici in mnm

AT
of money. But they have

Questlon: So " who

; Q‘lnllon: Who isin
,_cumdy af the resignation

| Oghdzltllpdn;mlh
.mmmyhnhu s not
1
)

AL 7.00 am on Sunday,
tothe

Origheh wits summoned 1o
widentinl villa, where
g:umhmhlm sheet

|
of and asked him
!w&mm - inclgd

| ation Jetter na directed.
!ls Meanwhile the

PDP NEC who
learly lust week levelled
against Ogbeh ik

i" imd m;‘h:h:‘h :h:':-:r:

ml"."ﬂ?%

Gusau (North
N, Obioha
ﬂ}.kﬁ (Sout-

gnuﬂwm} and Deacon
\jah Afolabi —said the
against Ogbeh

were by documentary
amndmm

The
nwulnum

lan: Do you fear the |
pmr can come apart with

and T still & 3

?nuﬂu: e non-

roﬂdu % of WW‘
one

Ogbeh: At In:“m e on

our Way now, i

national m;uhlicuy
Vudmhummzr

waid
1'53 noi aware of the

of Ogbeh

t m unganneeted
I: Iumuh-khl(‘b
concern over the ‘m
linhnonulin muuy
which need to be tackled head
nn um uw omm-y from |

wpiiudosbchhw N 'he

mﬂmll{y exception o

How Mmr;r

alley Oghbeh,
md: hpm “We want

CWS !
Kwara concludes alrhft

hil uulllnﬂm

Haﬂ

Rt * @ Niger airlifis first batch
"?"’m be kv mach | @ Borno makes progress

| From

the Holy land from
Horin zone was conel-

uded yoxt 1 1]
et
a1 home,

from Kwara State including
The zonal coandinator, i
| Aliyu Olaronghe and o
cinls of the State Pir.ﬂma
| Wolfare Board flew it of
| the Horin International Air-
portat |1 nem after four days
| dulnyenmﬁlby foggy wea-

M qundl:gﬂpiip'lm

nmmmmm
oved wllur whl:h m
mr«wwnmum

bgm Manager, Alhaji
|- Garba Ringim desaribed the
v:onclmion of he |3 days
outbound (airlift) exercise to
| Joddah as very successful
menpe:m-c of the delly
use by bad weather
| ml: 1o n]ly incident was

1o put it on
that the al levelled
are backed by documentary |
evidonce and are ineont. |
oy

“The only rensan m dw
NEC did nol’l.nok

| hout the

Whits thanking God,
I Alhaji MMJW

|1kupﬂlﬁ?ﬂ wllwlo-

the last meeting was because
of the intervention of Mr, |

President Chiefl Olusegun |

“His intervention was
however, not to be mistaken
na the end of the matter ax the
isnues concemed are fundam-
ental questions of acgou-

f the poli { the
itone o ey of
PDP 4
and the NEC enerclses

its powens at
1lm 1o investigate these

m“-l‘“w*" Iml.
mu tlm fall within the
sstablithed | Niger Stato have d

by the rel

The statement, titled:
‘PP national treasurer tnd
PDP accounts’, wis & resp-
mmuuﬂhr

w.mt.lmmxm
|Lawan, debunking the

1

| and the state pilylnnbwd
with the facilities put
it the llm lmmlrhu
ienf ol
any
Relations of pilgrims
e

who had atayed with

hnhwlﬂwnﬂwﬂwlh
wenl home

""".ﬁm

nh o\‘rof
Hol;r

a\hlnnqm
u.lﬂm & Lsa Umar Gusan, in
umoffdpinuu'“

in Hlorin, Kashim Sule,
w

from Minna Inwmuluul

Tlight took-off at

:ﬁ' I.IJS pm while the
Might tock-ofT 1 47 am
Igrims who have
Minna Hajj Camp

for the past two weeks broke  yesl
|wmywbunu:rmml
"“mﬂ' imm bid the

A o (]

Fllrlm

vernor nrlhe m
Nuhu Zaghayi, the sso
1o the state government,
Comrade Adama Erena und |
the r.umn'nmuner of lrun» 1
sport, Alhaji Allyu |
The lirmn whi:h bel-
ong to the Eagle Ailine were
snied to have lensed
the IRS airline from the
flormer.

J\cuurdlnm an IRS
official, Sani Bida,
m spoke wjnmlimu
mnllmn said the
L the dn “Irkliili
in y 1o air
uuﬁ}:rn of |

pilgrims.

Meanwhile, the Deputy |
Senite President, Senator
Theatiim Muntu, who i this
*s National Amirul Hajj,
expected to arrive Bomo
Suln wday for ussessment
of Hajj operstions, even as
alrlifting of pilgrims contl-

nue.
Monniinn to the exec-
Ve secretary, State
Nl;r‘mkl.u\h'oll'ln Board,

Imam,
%wmuum

at about 10.00 am this

Tiake speedy siriiflng ofover

| 2,000 pilgnms waiting fo be
aielifted.

He said, during the visit,
Mmhlmwwldbul
50 a8 1o inte-

I-npnlp!m!’ur

maucmln secretary,
confirmed that an IRS nirline
had airtiflod 291 pilgrims from
Horno at about 6.20 am

yesterday, bdnmnnnlnr
those already in Saidi Ambla
from the state to 462 oul of
over 3,000 pilgrims.

&% | 'EFCC confirms probe
of ex-UBA chairman

tﬁim IEFCL’I. Ia I,'llﬂ‘
ently investigating the
chairman of

st
ummnnmu
Plc, Mr. Hakeem
over alleged siphaning of
huge sums of money

Loovix subsid

where the ox

chief is believed to have
inl interest.

A national newspaper
iy Independent) repo-
ried, yesterday, that the
EFCC tay arrest Mr. Belo-
Ouwle over alleged diver-

TOVEnug

?13

slon of government
running (nto miltions of jnvolved

dollars during his stewa-

£5f
it
il

honour.
We will mi.wpeopln like
mary Kareto 10 do same ss

no amount of distortion of |

mle ‘IM him ﬂw‘:‘m

State deserves 1o be rega-

(rded as  comman

(that st be resolved in the

-,lutm;lrnfmlnd pm-“

jeress of our country as wel

'-ﬂnwuhpumhud‘
uscent demoenaey, Cavs

Al udided
tht |h| commities was
mi ol the expectations
“of Nigerians wnd will not let
thern down,

| “we cannol afford 1 bt
otr party and tho nation
down,” he sald, |ml appe-
| aledd 1o N

Ublmmn:

AR

those who would be appe-
nring before it 1o ullmdt mA
maraidi to

commities 10 make iu sui
lo and popular.

he meeting, however, |

turned ul_wn altemprs. by

bl A0 ik spastions for
wlanificat

b,

Shartly afier the prews |

briefing, Chiel Chris Uba,
Toatibing hin e headed 10
el with the eommiltee
membars holding » paper
belleved 1o be his matmon-
e ta th

| o normal thing. There's alw-

| Machebuh o Al S

| o be & mutinl confidence

‘ihhlml-hn ih\lan:ir
@ party chil , “but

1wty relah fonger

| extats, then one of the wa |

peaple huve Lo glve way,"
Md.ln; thit the ehile-
| 'y resignation s a wal-
coni development and not
mooessarily o bail thing, Mr
Muhnbul' opined nn‘lhor
that it Iy realgned ax
rowuly of s probiem p lh:

Secretary of the PO, Clilef
Vincent Ogbulafor, and |
ta the National Exec-

ve Commitiee (NEC) at the
woekend. The letier, accor-
effect.

ribed by the party's cnm«
titution,
Itcpum hisve |1 that
v of Plaeau
'le. Mr Fidelis Tapyun b
heiny fvoured to replace
Db ns chaireman,

I

£
3
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3
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urionymity,
officialy
M:nznﬁr of

¥

[ g

New -'nwm-;am have mm
in information from

meant for the Fedorl |
ot l%&!‘“

passporty and ¥
the state's Amirul Hajj,
Adnrm Shatitima Dabal, was
havi with other
meml of his team to!
i e
# hitel

Daily Trust | from
the state’s Amirul Hajj, that
amother aircrafl was ma

lyMl-stm |
Group Business Editor |

nbuduryl.owhmhm
aums were allegedly
oaned  were quuﬁmﬂ
“within the three months or

so that the investigations
began, and ouf team Nt

the appropriste time’ M o
wm
'n; gmy Independent
that Mr. ' travel
documents may been
over the which
it said involved money
laundering in the

i

federal tax and stamp

duties worth over N2 billion
Injund

Efforts 1o got official

renctions (o the allegations
from offeials of UBA Plo,

nuhnw i filled, ws the office
ne of the bank’ . fead of
Cor 1, Fun-
mit m:nmﬂwnu
without response, while bur
mohile phone wis swin

ofY, up 1o press Hing,

T

%

3
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Tuesday, Ju

Phally Trese

NEeWS

sccond Anmial Na-  nomic Intelligence Commit-  logue was introduced last

tlonal  Dislogue  tee (NEIC), Professor Mlk: yeur s part of Media Trust

organiscd by Media K hie and jon to the debate on
Trust Limited (publishers of  commentator, Maflam Sanusi — pressing issucs of national
Dty Trust and Weokly Trust  Limido Slmar, DGM, Risk  interest.

i scheduled to ol i

hn!dm'[‘lundly.lmy 13 United Bank for Affica(UBA]
2005 at the Ladi Kwali Hall of  smong others,

the Abuja Sheraton Hotel
s Towers,

With the theme, “Reform-
g Nigeria, which model™
he forum iy atmed at creat-
ing apportunity for Nigeti»
ans 10 contribute debale on
1he on-goimg reforms taking
place in vanious sectors of

Other invited guests in-
clode, the Senate President,
Chiel Adolphous Wabara,
Speaker Aminu Bello Masan.
state governors, members of
the Natiomal Assembly, Chicl
Exccutives of governmuent
agencies, Chief Exceutives of
Media Houses ds well as

the N
Thie forum which will be
chaired by farmer head of
State and Eeanomics gur,
Chief {Dv.) Ernest Shonckan
GUFR will foature renownied
economists and vther stake-
holders within and outside
government. The Viee Presi-
dent Atiku Abubakar will be
special Guest of Honour,
Speakers include, former
Chairman, National Eco-

sector. The occwsion will also
fenture the presentation of
the book, “discharging a
Burden,” & compilation of
proceedings of the 17 Na-
tlonal Trust Dialogoe held on
January 15, 2004 with the
theme, “The Nigenan Ques-
tions: The Way Forwand.”
The general public is there-
fore invited (o the oceasion.

The Annual Trust Dia-

Buhari files appeal against
2003 election verdict

I Nigeria Peoples
Party (ANPP) presi-
dentinl candidate,

Buhari

Gieneral Mul

yesterdny filed a notice of

appeal on the judgement de-

livered by the court of appeal

o the 2002 presidential elec-

tions i the supreme court in
| Abujn.

Fire guts
Ajaokuta steel

company

From Ahwed Tablr Ajobe,
nrﬂwndul Ltlw]l

1 ought to have
been & national
tragedy was on

Sunday averied when a com-

| bined tesn of Tire service per-

" sonnel from Abujs, Minna

annd that of Kogi state fought

amd contuined an carly mom-

ing fire which threatened o |

raze the multi-billion maira |

Ajaokuta Steel Company.
Though the fire service

men from Abu;n and Minns
who were drafied in follow-
ingz a distress call by Gover-

nor Ibeahim ldris of Kogl
suite for assistunce 10 save
the comphny fought hard 10
quell the simouldering fire, it
could not help the storage
store which was gutted in the |
inferna,

Thie source who spoke to
Datly Trust on condition of
anonymity sakd the company
will continue to be under
threat from fire unless the
new management, the ISPAT
group realised the need 1o
clenr the over grown weed
which has taken over the en-
tire premises of the factory.

Meanwhile, the workers
of the company yesterilay

pratested the sacking of ihe
1 <|'.'mrum»mmm
the new munagement wi lgnul
the puyment of thelr sever-
e package, |

aafign e i L

"y Zainab Allmi, Politiest
Weporter (Repai

The notice of appeal, filed
by Cheneral Buhari's counsel,,
Chief Mike Almmba (SAN),
are seeking the apex court to
allow the appeal, to set mide
(e majority judgement of the
fower court dismissing the
petition and to uphold the

LR Previdems fﬂ-mm-udu -ﬁﬂ W mimbuter af vars
Chvief Adbulphaws W wrway prevident, w{ﬂﬂwmw
Chief 1 fir Ekawee during the Armed Forces rememberance
rpAlm{..m

ontraversial politl
| cian, Senator Arhur
Nzeribe yesterday

denied allegations that he
was being sponspred by
Aso Rock to camvass for the
declaration of a state of emer-
gency in Ansmbra stare. The
Inwmaker said he was acting
out of personal conviction,
Neeribe has been consis-
tently cumpal I‘;;‘nias for the

of Jus-

tice Nsofor JCA.
Other rolichs sought by
Gen. Buhari inclode that the |

| court allow the petiton onall |
| grounds and consequen-

vially disqualify President
Olusegun Obasanjo and
vieg-president Atiku
Abubakar under section 129
of the electoral act.

The appellants are also
seeking un order by the apex
court to the Independent
National Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC) to conduct a
fresh election within one
smonth from the date of judge-
ment of the appeal.

The rehiel sought in the
notice of appeal reads in

; “in the event of dis

qualifying the first and scc- |

ond respondents cither -
der ground 9 © of the peti-
tion and/or consequentially
under section |29 of the Elec-
toral Act, to order the third
respondent (INEC) to con-
duct a fresh election between
the reninining candidates in
the election,”

The appellants b seek
that in ihe event that this ap-
peal succeeds, with or with-
out the disqualification of the
first and second respon-
dents, an onder of the court
“10 order that the president
of the senate acts as the
president of the Federal Re-
public of Nigeria during the
period between the judge-
ment and the fresh election ™

for

rule in Anambra as 1}|nn-
eca to the seemngly ntrac-
wible political crisis rocking

Trust dialogue holds Thursday N ===+

erude ofl including natural
fems and condensates i No-
vember last year,

Thie CBN Monthly Report
for November 2004 released

By Habeeh 1, Findigs

Nigeria produced
2.46m BPD of crude in
Nov 2004 —CBN

in Lagos at the weckenl, said
that the figure contrastcd

Mnﬂ Rawland Orerefator,

7 g g FCHA o

doe Oraye

being sponsored by the
2 i e the

with the 2.91 million bemels
produced daily in October.

| *Crude oil export was esti- |

mated at 2.01 million barrels |
per day or 60.30 millions for |
the month, compared with |
1.95 million barrels per day in |
October 2004, it said.

“The CBN said that about
12,60 million barrels of crude
oil were allocated o loval re-
finerles for domestic con-
sumption during the month.

It reported that the aver- |
age price of Nigeria®s refer- |
ence crude, the Bonay Light, |
wnk $42.89 & barre| duriog the
month, indicating 1 decline off
5749 aharrel or 14.9 per cem
from the level in October.

The apex bank attributed |
the dectine in the price 1o in-
creased supply of erulde ol |
from OPEC and noa-OFEC

- coumries during the qmu.. |

Nzeribe denies allegatlons over
state of emergency in Anambra

National
dialogue, a
farce-AD

| Pulitical Rep

ediield Nazeribe said ‘no. i n::lkl I Carrespandent
cause, Nze s L o

:Exﬁmm m?; comes from me and not from (Lages)
ing them o support the cru- anybody. I'm acting ouwt of | nAllisnce for Democ
e, conviction™. ey (AD) Chieftain,

Fielding questions from Reminded that the Ider Bankole
senate correspondents yos-  Peoples Democratic Party | Gluwajana has taken » swipe
terday, the maverick politi-  (FDP) had set up w commit- 0 orsoeed nationnl dia-
cian said he way concineed  fo¢ to addross the Anamben | e et -

rult: was the _ imbroglio, the senator asked | B¢ ki

that ¢
best option for Anambra,
singe ull other approsches in
the past had proven ineffec-
tive.

Asked whether he was

“wince it (the crisis) started,
has it been solved?™

He however, said he
would go along with the
party’s wish.

Poor leadership obstacle to |
foreign policy-Maitama Sule

former Nigerian per-
manent representa
tives to the United Na-
tions (UN), Dr. Yuosuf
Muitama Sube (Can Masanin
Kano) has. said thar Nigeria
cantnot be relevant in pursu-
ance of its foreign policies in
the global world without ¢f-
fective leadership in the
country.

Dr. Maiama Sule stated
this aver the weckend at in
annual symposium organised
by the Association of Inter-
national Relations students
Kadona Polytechnic.

According to him, even
afier the civil wars Nigenia
had not been in peace and
wability due o ineffective

| leadership, adding that this
| can only change if we have

leadets with sense of
sincerity and fuirmess.

He also smid that Nigena
woulid be & powerful country
in the warkd in order o pur-
sue ber foreign policy if there
is relative peace and stabil-
ity of an least 15 w0 20 years.

Hee urged Nigerins ot o
rely on the glory of their past
Jeadérs but riber on their

dote i vet 1o be taken | present pointing out that Ni-
al. | | mnmdnllil'mvwﬂh

TR

Fram Allyw Heruns,
capendent, Kaduns
are determined, as the future
of the country depends on
the youths.

On the political system
that eperates in Africa, the

former Nigerian UN scribe
said that Africans have to
develop a system that is
purely African which can
salye the problem of 1he
country in order 1o be rel-
evant in the world.

Strike: Obasanjo orders
payment of doctors’ salaries

tors with a view 1o calling off

ikent of the Nigerian
edical Association
(NMA), Dr. W‘ol:

winke.
Rﬂleraung that lh:

the

Atoyebi y

that Pruld:nl Olusegun

Obasanjo has directed tht

efforis be made 1o release

money for the shortfall in the
ment of salaries for medi-
cal doctors.

Dr. Atoyebs disclosed
this at o briefing with the
House commitiee on health
il pressmien a the National
Assembly, Abujn, just &s he
gave assurance that an end
i in sight in the face-ofT be-
tween them (Doctors) and the
federal povernment.

He said that once the ap-
propriate fetter from the ex-
ccutive arm of government in
line with the president's di-

's grievances bor-
dened on the work done by
doctor's in the country and
ot o o
exceutive will show commil-
ment o the issue by issuing
the letter being a
the associntion without de-

lay.

“Although we do nol
wani this strike 10 continye,
we want 0 ensure that we
fine-tune the process. | am

under pressure to call of this
strike in as much as our hos-
pitals remain closed for so
Fong and Nigerians sutfer. We
wre inder pressire as physi-

cians. l:om.l:m:d about Illt

ment saying it isa faree wiich
would deepen the multi-fac-
eted crisis in the country.

Elder Bankola who spoke
with our correspondent in
Lugos sabd what President
Olnaeg.uu Obasanjo had
| demonstrate over the recent
constittion of the eight-man
committee of the dialogue is
an israclite journey from the ‘
yearnings and desire of Ni-
gerians for sovereign na-
tional conference.

According to him, it is
only through convocation of |

iﬂﬂmmpnmwlm|

ference that could rest the
country from the wreckage
imposed on it by short
w Iﬂh‘-

Any system put in place
thit does not take Ogunsanie
of that will centainly not en-
St peace.
We are talking sbout sov- |
ereign national conference
because we need to sit down
and proffes lasting panaceas
to the emerging national |
question militating against
our domestic ecotiomy”, he

The AD chieftain who
further asseried. that those
people whi fashioned out the |
commitice never believed in
its veraeity also posited that
the development is o reflex
that the ruling Peoples Demo- |

cratic Pasty i bereft of posi- |
s b e tive idea that can take the |
1 adiress the roxident doc- '_m‘WMMMr

TR W N e




FERMA begins road repairs

he Federal Roads
Maimenance Agency
(FERMA) last woek
brought back its equipment
1oy the roads 1 backfill areas
excavated several months

ago

The Benue State chapter
of the Nigena Labour Con-
gress (NLC), Petroleurn Tan-
kur (.Imcn lml mmhm of

in Benue

roady wiko death oaps.
lh:;:mm-iud:u

Daridy

and & tanker driver, Musa
thpmnuhﬂymumﬂ
e Mak urds- Enagu exprvas

way on which ghastly u:i-
deniy imvolving 8 petrol
tarrker and other vehickes oc-

“mmdkp
jeria (IPMAN) as well ax
other afiliated unons in the
stale carly last week staged 8
prodest againat sctions of the
road mainlcnance agency,
wecusing it of wrning Benue

Daura incommunicado,
businessman sues for
exchange transfer

s a result of the

non-availability of | ¢

telecommuni-

cation services o about six

local governments within

| the Daura Emirate and en-
virons, the Nigerian Tel-

cxommunications Services

| Limited (NITEL) has lseu

| called upon o

fruxt

CHATRINAR

Tucsday,

Janunary

R}

From | swal lheabim,
(Raningi

sion of their services o
Daura because, according
1o him, the GSM service
providers stand & greater

resuh of ne-

merons businesses and

Y

bemg
by people of

| Daum
| from Jigawa to Kl.tlum
| Stute.

A businessman and

former local government

chairman of Daura local
government, Alhaji Kabir
E R wha st
| appeal during & visit to
Daily Trusi office in
Katsina, said lack of com-
munication affccls many
businesses in the arca as
people were forced to ei-
ther travel to Katsina or
Kano to muke business or
personal calls.
The busi eHti-

the arca with many outude

or global communities
within the

ment over the weck-

ead condoled the
Katsina Stale government
over the death of the
farmer Special Dutics
Minmister, Albaji Wads
Nas

mated that an average of
twenty people travel daily
out of the area to make
phone calls.

He said only the ransfer
of the Daura Exchange
from Dutse in Jigawa State
1o Katsina temritory would
:arru:l l" the exchange

of ils

A ion lod by the
Mimister a( Indusines,

viser on

tions, Alhaji
Batagarawa (on bebalf of
President Olusegun Oba-
sanjo), described the late
Alhaji Wada Nas as an il-

pmllaity 1o only some as
| 1o over 200 kilo-
metres distance in Dutse.
In the same vein, the
businessman enjoined the
mobile service providers 1o
consider immediale exten-

‘hﬂ .

o !

son who contrib-
uted 1o the development of |

) -ﬂkm
preveniation cevemany of Licemces to Privase

l.m““&‘*
Muh Abju, o rocemily,

Fur Kemmedy Eyphomadie

Virgin Nigeria' Nigeria to
save N262b annually Minister

Igeria’s pow national
Nu-.\’hnm

Initial Poblic Offer (IO} fot |
the asrfime would soon e
e puable: Raf sisbesripton.
“Sa, | aes calling on macr-
and wdvvedusls W0 aoqEIne
sharcs i Vigs Ngena &
oo thow wvostmcnt bociers:
e ew aartie b groal pes-

Four heads of state for
Argungu festival — aliero

our Aftican heads of
sale arc expecied 1o
grace this year's
Argungu Inicrnational
Frdueg and Cultwral Fosti-
-HMHMIT

Adderm Al

in a letter presented to
Governor Umars Musa

wcribed him (Nas) as » pa-
triot, upright and gallant
mulmubmhhﬁ:

Yar'Adua further de-'

-:--.nhmw-
the weekend thar President

bad in-
mu—umdm

be a fulfillment of
Obasanjo’s pledge during

the closing ceremony of

NPC pledges acceptable

W_ wn

| in the service of b

It said Alhaji Wads was
a great Nigerian patriot and
selfless person who beld
strong views for the
| progress of his country.
Receiving the letter on
| behall of government and
| people of Kalsina State,
Governor Umaruy Musa
Yar'Adus thanked the
president for the condo-
lence message.

Yar Adus, who reviewed
the contributions made by
| the late politician furiher
commended the federal
government for the éon-

nﬁpmul‘

(& (NPC) s
et 4o give Niperiam.
an acceptable 2005 head
count, says Alhaji Yarima
Grake, the NPC Compassiones
for Bauchi State
Giade wld the News
Agency of Nigers (NAN) in
Baschi ot the weekend that
“ustlike in the past, & tamper-
prool soentific approach is
being adopted for the exer-
™

According o him, data col-
lestexd frovn coch eosmeration
wes will be processod und
tranforred 1o the hocal gov-

where

ernment headguaniors,
mmwmm they will be entered into &
flor sale-keoping.

2005 census

He also noted that all the
714 local govermment arcas
wouk! be provided with com-
puters, from which data
would be asscenbled for on-
ward transnission to state
headquarters.

“Froan there, 8 single docu-
iment will be produced nnd
sent to the sonal centres 1o
e further checked and then
sent 1 the national pool.”

Chiade expluned that “the

of state to the fxir - 3 way
of boosting tourism m the
country.

Hic sad the statc govern-
ment was not sparing efTon
toward cnsaring that befit-

Aliero also disclosed that
authorities of BMW and
Mercedes Bens had indi- |
cated their interest in the
motor mlly, while that of
Peugeot hod slso shown m-
terest

According to him, be-
tween 300 and 400 vehickes
will be used in the motor
rally and import duty on
them have been waived by

exact position of each enu-
meration arca on the world

| construction of hotels 1o
af m

the p
He imploged local entre-
preners 1o invest in the

om fhe seoed o st

N

- ey ¥ i ] gl e P

R —

R Wiy T W, TS .
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" Cleric
% events unfold 1o
perfect the year
008, a Calabar-
based cleric and founder of
| mmmw
(LCC) Evangelist (Dr)
! Isong has predicted
exeept prayers are of-
fered 1o reverse certain un-
eventful situations, the na-
tions political process will be
wobbing and fumbling cer-

tin

ﬁv:mlirl Isong who
made his prediction for the
year dining an imerview with
news men stated that his
many predictions for the pre-
vious years have all came o

including his predi

he legislator represent
ing Numan in
Adamawa House of

Assembly, Mr Gusadi
Ahilaga, hus escaped death,
afler receiving machete cuts
from his kinsmen,

He was attacked last Fri-
day by youths loyal to the de-
posed Chief of Numan, Mr
Freddy Bongo,

The News Agency of Ni-
geria (NAN) learnt that the
youth had listed their Kinsmen
in the service of Adamawa
Government as targets for at-
tack for their role in depos-
ing the Chiel.

The youth also accused
them of influencing the ap-
pointment of former Commnis-
sioner for Information, Mr
Asaph Zadok, as the new

Draily Truse

INECWS

Youths attack leglslator

Chief,

A bloody conflict was re-
cently averted between loyal-
ists 1o the deposed chief and
the incumbent.

The youth also torched
the house of the Jocal govern-
ment chainman, Mr Stephen
Ciy .
Gyegbon, & member of
the Numan traditional coun-

cil, was seen as a close friend
of the new Chief.
Meanwhile, the leader of
the youth, (names withheld)
has been arrested for alleged
illegal possession of fircarms.
The commissioner of po-
lice, Albaji Hafiz Ringim,
could not be reached because
he ws said to have travelled
but a police source, who

pleaded anonymity, con-  millions of Naira.
firmed the incident. The former Chicf, Bongo, |
“Only the C 1581 ed and banished 10 |

of Police is authorised to of-
ficially comment on the
Numan issues,” the source
said.
'Nunm!udwmﬂmdm
ethnic and religi

Bali in Taraba State for his |
alleged role in the conflict.
Adamawa Government
appointed its Commissioner |
I&Infmwm.?.u&k.nﬂr

which claimed hundreds of
lives and properties worth

new traditional ruler and up
graded two others from sec-
and class to first class chiefs.

Muslims decry delay in setting up Pilgrims Board

oslems in Anambra

State have decried

the delay by the
stite govemment 1o inaugu-
rate its pilgrim’s welfare
board.

Alhaji Dauda Ajagu,
Vice-President of the Su-
preme Council of Islamic Af-
fairs, Anambra chapter, said
the absence of the board had
caused hardship 1o intending

Nigeria, Canada sign N2.6b MOU

igeria and Canada yes
terday in Abuja signed
two Memoranda of

di (MOL) val-

| pass
| of the death of I popular
politician and minister which

manifested in the death of |

fiormier sports minister.

Unknown |
patient

[he Nutional Hespital

l

uni ai N2.6 ballion.

The MOU s are for the de-
velopment of some projects in
the country with the support
of the Canadian International
Development Agency
[('il):\}.

The Economic Adviser
lhc president Prof. Ode
U}ilvru signed the MOLs on
behalf of the country while the
Canadian High Commissioner
to Nigeria David Angell
signed fut the Canadian gov-

crnmen!
The Ifcu! of the C wnadian
| De

A that o middle aged
man, light complexioned ard
of average height was
brought 10 the hospital by

Agency Andrew spm\miu
witnessed the ceremony.

The News of Agency of
Nigeria (NAN) reports that
the first MOU for which
CID.

\unmr! Unit Project Phase

-‘\.cutdlﬂy o the Cana-
dian Ilu..h Commissione
L s intended to s

Ojowu, who is Chiel Ex-
ecutive, National Planning
Commission (NPC), assun
the Canadian High Commis-
sioner that the sSior
woukd cooperat DA

in Cross Rl\u (1
through technical and
physical upgrading of the
schoals of health technology
“The project will also build
partnerships within villages in
order 1o support effective
community outreach and
health initiatives,” Angeli
sl

The high commissioner
said that the second MOU
wotld help 1o equip CIDA's
development assistance pro-
grammies with the best profes-
stonal and technical spectal-
1818

Earlier intan address,

members of Federnl Road smnnuumg N2.1 hul {)]uuru descrilaly] the mm us
Safety 1 3 iy or the devel “unother t cont
Carps on January 3, | o School of Health Ieclmul tion by umf‘unmlnm govern-
2005 at 12:20pm. ogy in Calabar, Cross River, ment o velopment of
The mosn jt said sustained | and Primary Health Care Lhtl:?unl?. lhmsecwl:
injuries on the head, back | Profect in Hauchi, “I wish to state here that
| 3 This projeet, mondlns m the gm\.ﬂmnent nl‘Nug:nl ap-
| '“-“.II'-U '(“:“F“.“d' ' Angell, is i the o
| 4 iy, the capacity ul‘ln— the Canadian government
| It added that any mem- Inmlnmvld:cﬁt:lwcm through CIDA 10 our eco-
| I T ik i b 1. 1oe me ! efforts.
eIl L tion for the School of Health “The intervention in the
l and the Primary areas of democracy and good
cently should plense cheek | Health Care project in ermance, agriculture and
the male surgical ward of the Bauchi.,” - E:;Idl education smong oth-
haspital for identification The second MOU, for e are welcome and in line
which CIDA is e:peﬂed to. with the priorities of the |
and possibly family ewre 10 | commii NS16 million, is (o nreu:u 1 administration in the |
expand and upgrade “CIDA  NEEDS document,” Ojowu

L !

Yaradua warns LGs over
misappropriation of funds

overnor Limar: Musa
Yar'adua of Katsina
State has pledged 1o
deal with any local govem-

From Lawal Ibrahim Katsina,
Correapondent (Katvina)
public resources.

Governor Yaradua who
charged them to remember
that they will be accountable
fior their stewardship and their
deeds while in office further
implored them to conduct
themselves in line with their
oath of allegisnce and rise o
justify the trust and the con-
t:'cdtnrc reposed on them by
their el

in the implementation and
maonitormg of the projects

pilgrims in the last five years.

He told the News Agency
of Nigeria (NAN) in Cnitsha
yesterday that in the past five
YErs, SUCCCARIVE govern-
mecnis had failed to set up the
boand.

Ajoagu observed that their
Christians counterparts had
their welfare board, stressing
that the situation was a mark
of discrimination.

He disclosed that the
Moslem  hierarchy  in
Anambra had severnl meet.
ings with the relevant state
government officials in Awka

over the matter but nothing |
had been done.

According to him, Mos- |
lem in the state had, from |
time to time, organized |
prayers and fasting for the
survival and success of the
present administration “but
sadly enough” they had not
found favour with the govern-
ment.

He said the situation wits
capable of thwarting the con-
fidence reposed on Govemor
Chris Nggt s administration, |
which is generally pnwuu!

mm—mm*m&qummm

r_kﬁ right, Hrig-Genera avvocianion
lluml’-ﬂ\l I—hf.hps BK Mahammed, Hafiva Nalimans Sadiya Abdu, during thelr visit to

Dlsmlssed ECOWAS director recewesfalr heari

~official

ICIII!SIM:I!KW'

nnhnisﬂlurlan in the |
"Nmmlhun vx |

. The ¢l
mlnlnf the ECOWAS (_omA

ity
Court is also a Nigenan.
Besides, there anc two other |

COWAS b wotices, but it was
Enﬂcsnlms that its d.n nimm‘mwmhhlnuwlln
missed Director of Ad-  former director as she disap-
| ministration, Mrs Tokunbo peared from her last known
Lijadu-Oyemade, was denied adidress,” the source alleged.
fiir hearing. The source also dismissed
Lijadu-Oyemade lost her  claims that members of the
job last August over what the  disciplinary panel were
sub-regional doseribod  Lijadu- de’s juniors.
as “gross indiscipline.” “Th plinary panel is
Nigeria's Ministry for Co- 'r"'d’ m representatives
operation and Integration in rom.of and w;‘:a’l"’

that are
Ln E(.‘DW.-\§ right
m\l‘. added.
however, said

Africa has since
the ECOWAS council seek-
ing her reinstatement as they
alleged that she was only vic-
tirmsed for insisting on duc

processes.

But a top ECOWAS
source who preferred ano-
nymity old the News Agency
of Nigerin (NAN) yesterday
in Abuju that the sacked di-
rector received fair hearing
-nd even appeared before o

iplinary panel with her

The govermor who aec-
cused the local govermments
of constant releases of fund
fior the execution of meaning-
ful projects to their subjects
however, added that “the su-
pervising authority will deal
with you decisively in line
with l|h. prevailing mh—a and

ment cha found misap-
-pumian. Cisil Service, i fecon. s o
Tochnical and Recreational | \he state just as he declared o
|| Services Employees | sum of 7.3 billion meant for
(AUPCTRE) has | the 34 local governments
|commended the dircctor- | through the state/local gov-
R ermment joint account system.
fphstral.Hip K Mohkt: In an address after the
med Faruk, for his unigue | o ciring-in of the 28 local
support for the stafl. governments council chair-
The chairman of the | men in the state at Katsina
chapter, Mr. Stephen Mbom motel conference hall,
m ‘MLII.IIEM fihe Yaradua disclosed that his
spoke OHRE | dministration will not hesi-
year party of the union in | e 1o apply decisive discipli-
Abujn lﬁd\hlﬂﬂ!lﬂtl of | nary action against any one
performance exhibited by | found to have mismanaged
furing public resources in line with
i L_.ﬂ-;n,;“fa“n.n thc government policy ui'
nresult of Tl
?rm‘f"w— I uhlllly in the managerment ui

if you
llpu: he pointed.

s

WYL

The source denied claims
that Lijadu-Oyemade was
prompily suspended from of-
fice to deny her fair hearing,
saying that all stafl connected
with the said offence were
suspended 1o avoid interfer-
e

“Those suspended were
directed to remain in their last
known addresses to be served

fice. The officer's rank is im-
material,” he said.

The source also con-
firmed claims that the former

This is 1o infi

that ECOWAS would rein-
state the former director if so
directed by its council after
considering her petition.

i that the &

[in are missing.

GRA, Jos, Plateau State,

MRS}
valid. Public to note.

he general publ
cring Plots No. 411 and Adjoin Plot 412, situated at Wuse
|11 District Abuja, and falls on sheet 334/1002SW 1 and the
| Area covered |579.935 square metres Demarcated with the
| following property beacons PHIBGT, PBIRG3, PEIS6S, PB
1865 and PB 1866, Bearing the name Mr, Joseph Mangtup

If found, plesse retum to the nearest Police station or the
below Address Mr. Jaseph Mangtup Dire, No. | Wase Close

1. formerly HELEN N, CHUKWU, now wish o be called | |
EN M. IROH. All former documents remain
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2007: Journalists beware

fellaw pliticians,
rulers, opimion me
pressure groups, studenis
and all strata of the society
e rogardod as unserious? Oy
can i man who has done so
much for the people of the
state and the entire country
e sl 1ok 0 havwe o mind of
hiks owm?

I regard this move not
only s being unfair o Kalu
who has expended so h
energy and money in a
campaign be believes in, but
s an affropt on the Igho mce
that is keen on producing the

was disappointéd when
I‘l:fmﬂm newspaper did
n analysis ol the
presidential race with whiat |

| regarded s o bius for the
position of the lgbo i the
| race. That analysis, from my
reading of ikie situation, was
meant ta humilinte the gho
mce and lower the chatoes
| of the sticeess for n campaign
for a president of Igho
exl

The article  was an
analysis of thase who were
| inthe mee and their chances,
Throe caimps wero identified
That of vice-president Atiku
Abubakar; thai of retired
Brigadier Generdl Buba
Marwn; and that of the
acolaimed evil genius and
dictatorial military president,
General Wheahin Babangida.
Tir vy sumprise, | saw that the
only man of 1gho extraction,

indly oblige me o
space i your
steemed

publication to right the
wrong impression thit his
been ercated by one Malgan
| Sani Majidadi, a contributor

who had worked

| mssiduously iowards it with 'M;‘"_' hmhlmm .

the backing of a lot of | riling - unGee SEhE
caption  ‘Should Han

| Nigerians

" Yar' Aduaride on”, pibiinshe)

in your December 7, 2004
) | edhivion, he insinug thit
2 Crovernar ol Hiani. Yar® A
O Lsor Kall. | o510 missioned one Has

To say Lan dissppointed | yyopommied 10 *fly the
810 sary. the Teast. No malter | o iy gehers will follow and
what eritics think, Kalu bas | ‘beg him. to run for an
indicated bis interest in the | clegtive office in his Katsina
presidential race and has | Central Senatorial district
been receiving support for Majidadi made ather
his ambition, w why should | seathing and damaging
T still be lumped with the | remarks about Hon. Yar'adua

kite

next president of the country
Except of course we ure being
twhi, subily, that we are not
qualified to rule this country.
And this | don’t ihink should
be the s .

The media should create
a fevel playing grovnd for all
e candidetes.  The
electorate should be left to
chovse whom they want out
of e bt Bt this shoubd not
be after putting some
candidates n i
disadvantaged position,

Ihenacho No. 38, Palm
Avenue, Mushin, Lagos.

point out is that he has
pompletely misinformed his
readers on the earlier article
writlten by Hussaini
Mohamnied
In the first place, Hon
Yar Adua has nol mel
™M med more s, prios to
blication of the article
el conld therefore not have
orrtiissioned him o help to
1 his popularity” in his
end. 1 know this
se | happen to be
ciji m-lul with  Hon
Yar'Adua and Mohamned
Hieruell
Fean confirm that on the
iy the anicle by Molunmed
wis published, Hon. Yar ndun
was taken aback on
dincovering the content
firsily because he is working

e medii recently
carried the news that
Adhupi Trahim Amin
Lintle has decamped 1o
People Demoeratic Pary
PILP). The news came as &

| great shock to many of us
| wha ure supporiers and

adminers of Thrabim Litt

En it year 2008 and cven
before it, Athayi hrahim Litthe
happens (o be noi only &
ANPP staic Chairman in
Kapo  but  also  the
gubernatorial candidate of
the party before some
circumstances shove him
aside and Mallam Ibrahim

won the eloct a

stute Giovernor. Though
Albaji  Ibrahim L
dtumpcd to PR and

Re: Should Yar’Adua ride on?

Represeniatives and
secondly, because he has
never discussed any political
wmbition with snybody least
of all i Mohammed
that he: has never mel,

1 Kowrw this also, bechuse
1 have interacted with those
who brought it to his

\.!

he ope
pationage

Mojidadi has o right to
his opinion but what he does
nol have is the righi to
deniprate oihers, especially
whare his assumptions e
based on completely lalse

securing

Ibrahim Little

and P.D.P

contested as the party
gubernatorial condidale
The news about his
decampment to PDP is very
disturbing and uncalled For
us it clearly portrays him a5
a floating politician, an
opportunist msua-m 1o bnck

act il you are oo cantions will
led you to carly political
graveyard, I the penniless
vould outsman you in power
play und frostrate outof |
: hfv'!‘.lm can ynru:::-lmlmd 1
wnh political giants in Kano
P.DP such ax Alhaji
enr Romi, Hon Ghali

praper k dge of whai
party politics is alf about. His
decampment to P then
could be excused as out ol
anger, frustration and
disappointment as what
happens that led 1o his
loosing out wer play
What justifications and
reasons does Alhaji Ibohim
Litte has to jom PO whose
antecedents for the more

than five years in power had
been nuous introducing
policies that day afler day

increases suflerings and
Iuldshlpn o the Nigorinn

;hc party  whose
trademark had been cycles of
incensement in petroleum
products, inscourity =
never hcl'oﬂ: our hixtory,
corraption thit lod W awarls
of intemational medaly we
can go on i {hem. A

ir | alsothe PDPin Kano whicl
| had not known pe it
| il and divided into sects
| led by different simnge bed
| fellow

Albaji Theabim Listle you
isappointed yo
wmcn and ulmum

Nau'abba, Alhaji Rabi'u
Musa Kwankwaso, Athaji
Aminu Wali and Alhaii Musa |
Gwadabe? How can you
outsmnart Alhaji Aminu Dabo, |
Hon. Ghali - Na"abba, Senator

Hello Hayatu Gwarzo, Dr. |
Yikubu DanHassan (when
he retums bo PDP) ete u}
FDUP gubernatorial primary |
you still have the intention
1o contest for governorshi
under P.DUP in 20077 Whic
of the BD.P seets will you
scquat with?

Albaji Thrahim Little,
roturn to the (it house ﬂ'm
Sl o buikd and stop dr lnp
further into  political
wilderness, Be on the
pusitive side of history,
politics is more than sceking |
latforms 1o contest for
ive offices or o
g for a presidential
candidate who down in
your beart you knows is
urpipular in Kano and is
unsaleable to any right
mi person that hopes
well for Nigeria and its people. |

Shehu Mustapha Chaji

vice president for the rce? | that | honestly belicve  hard o ensure the smooth  and ill informed premise.

Can a man who has been | should not be rocalled here  running of the office of hix Aliyw Usman Block 17,

going: round the country to | because they are a prodict  principal, the Honourable Flar A, State  House

iscuss his ambition with his | of ig But | want 0 apeaker of the House of  Qwarfers, Abuja.
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|Th1s house has not fallen yet

he above title is a

substantial
| modification of the
tithe: This House Has Fallen,
| which is itsell 8 borrowed
tithe: This House Has Fallen -
Nigerda In Crisis written by
| Karl Maier. 1t is a very
| powerful and sufficiently
descriptive work on the
travails of Nigeria.
Muhammad Al-Ghazali
(Daily Trust, Vol.17 December

14 2004) took the
| of revisiting the subject after
.lhn two farcical letters

positions, | find Obasanfo s
letter to Audu Ogheh more
detailed, more explicit, and
more expressive of political
ecconomy of Nigeria.
Obasanjo ¥ letter is therefore,
more valuable for our
heuristic

purpose. Apart from
this, there is also basic
difference between the
characteristics of the two
men, to be appreciated as
useful for our purpose, at this
point of reconstructing whit
cm.fc.&m (Minister of

Chief
| Audu Ogbeh, the National
Chairman of the Peoples
Democratic (PDP) and
ihs l'xcnﬂﬂ\cy President

1on} and the medin
call “Project Nigeria™, What
do we learn from Awdu
Opbel s letter? Nothing! It is
just an accusation. of
b :

the

Prcnlﬁnnl of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria (end of
protocol: no disrespect
meant) who won the
on the platform of

the PDP was d 1o

failed as a president, and that
Nigeria is drifting. We had
known that at least since our
Independence - some 44
years l&n' |l dni ot tell

how it was done™, to which
Chris Ngige also answered
“yes™! All a President can do
was, a5 Obasanjo also told
us was 10 ask both Chrix Uba
and Chriv Ngige to depart
from his sight and never come
to his residence again -
which, I believe is Aso Rock!

All these are obvious
ti‘fu of failure not only of

Ezekwesil/i {"Mldlm Due
Process™). This is The Due
Process Team; and Mal/am k
Nasiru El- -Rufai and Nnhu

Obasanfo was seen on the
National Television
complaining, “what can you
do wilhlmmywlwwy:u

rents his

Ribadu
team™), with the a!ljhlly
younger Charles Soludo
holding the reins at the
Central Bank. It is obvious
that the rage against
Obamq,‘o is due to the
and

but of Nig in g
. ifwe realize that  the determination of these six
inevery state of the Nigerian  people. It is the shame of our

federation, there is a Chrix
Uba and a8 Chrix Ngige. In
some, only Chris Ube exists,
s he is both the

lun to armed robbers™!
Certinly, us the President of
the nation, and _‘ i

Also Obasanfo knows that
Auvidu Ogbef has the right of |
inmtervention wherever the
POP party exists, especially
in matters of discipline. The

between Uba
..?’Ehw.ﬂn'fmny @

Number One Security Officer,
his is privy to all the secret
information’s of the country.
He knaws what he is

about when he said what he

But  his  open
hwm&ud

said.

nation that in vol120

million people; & country,

which worships
and ¥

as the most heinous crimes
in public service practice,
Iluv\rtvar. we  ordina

ludllus:ﬁsﬁﬂu"a\nmha
is lucky because “their”
Chriv Ngige refused to “play
hall' after Ngige was
installed. Therefore, it is casy
to believe that no PDP
govemor has wan the 2003

Fw its sexist inclinations,
Obasanfo can find only six
relatively young persons;
three of them women, for a
long overdue service, which
one of them, Nuhu Ribadu
(“the jailer”) described as

Jjob, but

1 No PDP g nasty and d
Iml tried to get out of the which somebody must! It is
hes of his own god-  one of the things Cbasanfo

public gaze, thanks 1o the
 revelations of the two apical
[ chicfains. | agree with every
word Karl Maier had written
(and  substantially with
g Muhammad Al-
’thaamnud written, except
with Al-

| Ghazali's fation of
M&mﬂ»m
hold-up, certainly when he
comes 1o say things like
e descrves credit for
openly breaking ranks with
the President on the matter,
or even going public with it™
(Daily Trust, December 14,
2004; Tuesday Column),

On my part my heart
literally jumped in joy, just
like in the expectution of Af-
Gihazali, that some of us still
have some humour left in us
to see a silver lining in every
cloud, and cherish at God's
mercies on matter how small.
Contrary 1o what tverybody
has ui‘d b lbou.t E'Iil

A
what we ihnuhl do to save
the situation.

Obasanjo’y  missile
agninst Audu Ogheh spoke
of not only what he has been
doing to save the situation
but also revealed what he has
failed to do so that we can
take things up from there.
Even from our distance, it is
clear that Audu Ogheh, as
Naitional Chairman of the PP
the ruling party in Nigeria, is
not doing what he should be
doing. For instance, in Bomao,
my home state, which | know
very well, the PDP is in
complete shambles. Its party
secretariat is completely
emptied of its power as it is
usurped by Abuja based

father as that could have
been exhibited in the manner
like A bra’s; and

has to be credited for that
this is the cause of the

wholesale looting must be
taking place, which “Lady™
Esther Nuamadi Usman had
long warned us of, but she
was roundly condemned,
and even threatened with
court action by the injured
BOVErnors, none has
come about. In fact, Lady
Nnanadi is now \mmd

shrium against him, but

he never backed down, nor
ever reprimanded the team. It
is instructive lll;ltlh: a;;ul
Bencrous praise i
my reading of the Isiﬁlg:ﬂln
media, is Maliam Kabir
Yusuf's Wrong step, Right
direction, and the opening
sentence of his column is:
Our Preiidum‘ is an

by the nfi
of Darive who said after his
travails “we are all living in
glass houses™ What has
Auli Ogheeh done in all these
respects? | do not doubt that
as he sits behind  his
cuml'muhl: desk in the PDP

| ers in

ctive miser™! {Daily
T}w,\H.IONu.I] Decermber
13, 2004 ). You may also necd
1y know that Mal/ams Kabir
Yusaf and Ufualud Sheriff are
about the most kindly allies
of (basanjo among the
Northern press
bilish Just go back

P Audy
Ogheh did not see it fit to
support the party at its home
base since the elections are
now over, and pay time has
come! (Masanfo on the other
hand, is interacting with the

n_i; M;ujo who is my
hero; and indeed Awdu
Ogbeh, the villmin, Al
Ghazali had even hinted at
it, when he wrote, in the
sentence after his praise of
Ogbe, “The trouble is, |
wonder why he (Ogheh) had
to wait so long to do s0™"
That indeed is the point,
though Ogbeh also could be
charged for more odious
od'ﬁmm For instance, for us

T

and  party
chieftains country-wide, as
can be seen in his Anambra,
Platean and Adamawa
mumnhn.udu?mnlly.

Abuja, reports of all these
reports were filtering in into
his office!

In comparison, let us
back 1o :tlll:h’

and read the Dally Editorial
Page Columns of the Daily
Truast, wnd you will sce what |
mean! Again; it is not that |
:ihl:asm: with many of what

Obasanjo s il

im his even more palatial Stte

House. OF course, (Masanfo

never got praise from

anybody ever since he came

:nlo Aso Rock 10 rule us.
elf, 1

s also could be
from the revelations of his
letter to Audu Ogbeh, that as
he found he cannot do much
in the Chris Ngige and Chris
Uba encounter in Anambra,
he decided to remain in his
own turf, that is the
administration of the nation. -

him. 1 m]tsuppm:mnghu
position. All those attacking
Obasanjo also know that,
Nigerin is such a rotten state.
It was even admitted to, by
one of the President’s
political advisers. This is not
eynicism, but an

first time:
d to have a

Even; ithd,

um&fmmum
highest seat of power in the
country, from no other than
the pens of the two most
powerful people who are
us today. Apart
tHr numslt. what do we

Lot o

you can see from
his letter to Audu Ogheh that
e is & much helpless and
tormented man. As the
President of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria, you can
also see the morality he
wanted to bring upon
but without

hrwmaw:mwh

moneu when he says that
he felt horvified when Chris
Uba boldly looked Chris

r;pnm ility, of Ohasanjo
and his team, that is cleaning
the Stinking Augean Stable
called Nigeria. This is not one
man’s job, and cannot be
achieved in one hop, It is a
collective job and it must be

by “hop, step and jump”™!
And  this s
Obasanfo is attempting. It is
mm:tlbl: that for this
ibility he

are saying. 1
am simply saying that given
our deep- mlgd mlnl and

i are better for it.
now know the level of
depravity of our Police Force
has sunk into, and the
frustrations our President is
suffering in tackling them. He
finiled, a5 he would. And now
he is saying, “Over 1o you,
citizens!” Nothing like that is
even hinted at, in Auwdu
Ogbeh s letter; or his
disposition.

However, Ogbeh s letter,
despite its opagueness and
lack of heunistic value, has

iven its author a better
mage, if we can learn
anything from the public

one of discipl

Obasanjo feels Chrix J\fw
is not being disciplined,
Chrix Ubay understanding
of discipline is most hemous,
as it is being said that it is his
supporters who are wrecking
Anambra state up because
Neige refused to be a good

1f Audu Ogbeh has done |
anything o impose discipline
on the Chris Ubax of this
country, he has not told us in
his letter W0 Obasanjo, He is
also not asking Chasanjo 1o
;nm him on the same mission.
He is just accusing Obasanje
of not doing anything. It s
the party chairman's
responsibility to maintain
party discipline, so that PDP
governance has enabling
environment to do its work
well. Auclts Cghelt is not doing |
anything in this direction. His
party men are milling around |
POF Government Houses
and treating the states as
territories. OF

rufoﬂ! In the, The News
off 27th Dy ber 2004 Asidu
Ogbeh is a8.4 Good
M in A Party, as the

MBGAZINE I8 BCCEISCH
mcﬂedthe('m‘fﬂ‘br
in POP Audu Ogheh's

description of being a "Good
Man™ is a moral construct.
Giood as this s, in Nigeria it
scems we have now come o
the stage when we must
distinguish between Social
Morality and Political
Morality, even though both
are subsumed in the term
“good man”, “Good man™ as
social morality concept
would mean, o my mind just
means “generally " -
you help the poor, you
respect elders; you do not
cheat; ‘ete, Political morality
on the other hand, means to
me you are. E_nnlciou: and

political ; and our
geographical and economic
disparities nllhmlh:ide

with
good”. If you take public
office, | you must 'be

course, the ANPP is not
doing anything different.
What is this?

All these have come out
from the Obasanjo/ Awdu
Ogbeh encounter; and we
now know it authoritatively!

Now, this leaves the
country in a quandary, We are |,
ruled by two le at the
highest point of national
authority who both know
that none of them is doing his
job well; who both know that
their party - or, any party for
that matter, has won the last
national election. So what is
to be done? Neither a
wholesale resignation or the
resignation of the President
will serve any purpose,
because from the revelations
in the two letiers, not only
free and fair election; but
elecrion itself is toually

ible in Nigeria. What

solving the probl

Nigerin cannot be ina slngle
hop; and in one-fell-swoop.
Thhln()h.mq,fa.‘;mmxh

"  in w wnlﬁ!

'cﬁl’l’l‘l‘l‘lﬂﬂ
and in

s the office of
of the

His imp the discipli
of Due Process 1o bring
Nigeria out of corruption -
induced decay, is also
ble. How else

As e
both the Ch

ruling party PDF, and that of
the President of the Federal
anhll: ‘what we are talking
about is political morality.

can }n\l do it After all, Due
Process this should be a
routine state of affairs, as
even the

. B8 lc;lrﬂn the
Pru#dn\: his function in the
l'_mllly is administrative, As a
edeullun. the Nugerlall

will stop politicians to play
the same drama all over
again?

My conclusion is that as
far as Nigeria is concemed,
good |¢ld:tlhi|l is nul

available

embargoed. We have to dn
with the Obasanjo s of this
M:l'ld! That is why I find the

SUgEests.

Obasanfo himself has
also  his personal
characteristics that must be
observed along side with his

has
l&nm.ﬁnnmm
And | understand the
governors are aware of this,
aandd are taking full ad

igerian malady
Him Down Syutmr
-Mhi it I! A'lllfll Ogbeh, not

nl'thu - even to lhn mgnnd’

of
letters with chiel Audu
Ogbeh. For a mode of

found only six relatively
young persons; the three
ladies: Mrs.

Iweala  (co-author of
NEEDS); Mrs. .'J'mudi

Usman (of

looters™  fame); D&y

B that says, “Keep
our Secrel; Seeret”,
Obasanjo s frequent public
divulgence of Ut::]l. m
government, especially

Civil Service, sees as its inner
most secrets lfun‘ only be

or

its essence, President
Obasanjo has no power In
interfere with the poli

Iomuplnﬁdnlmjubwcll

management of the states.
From the content of
Obasanfo ¥ letter 1o Audu
Ogbeh, it is clear that
Obasanfo is on his o

Fi WAl e ey ek

leaders - if we
If we will not be, we better
passing the buck!
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MAMMAN ALI FOUNDATION R.C NO 17842

PAYMENT OF SUPPLEMENTARY

This is to all the six thousand three hundred and ninety-nine student who applied for senator Mamman Ali's supplementary

scholarship from Yobe South and East Senatorial districts that the payment have been scheduled as follows:

S/N INSTITUTION

1 CAB Potiskum

_ (=]
2 | FCE(T)Potiskum 2
1 - e
3 University of Maiduguri E-E,:‘ﬂ—-" eS
s

4 Ramat Polytechnic Maidugugi- 1=
5 - Kashim College Of Education I{fl.r‘guri
6 I Moh'd Goni C.L& 1.S M/guri
7 . Federal Polytechnic Damaturu
8 - School of Nursing Damaturu
9 | College of Agric Gujiba
10 Atiku Abubakar C.L & |.S Guru
11 | College of Education Gashua
12 C.A.B.S Azare AD Rufai C.L & ISMisau
13 | Bayero University kano and Univ. of Tech Wudil
14 | University of Abuja, Kaduna Poly.& A.B.U Zaria
15 | Fed.Coll of Education Lafia,
University of Jos, A.T.B.U Bauchi
Tatari Ali Poly Bauchi
School of Vetenary Vom &
School of Water Resource Jos

16 | Other Institutions

DATE Il

10" ~19" Jan-05
24" 31" Jan -05
3 11" —Feb-05
14% 16" ~Feb-05
17" —Feb-2005
18" —Feb-2005
21* -23" —Feb-05
24" _Feb 2005
25 26" —Feb-05
28" —Feb-2005

1" —March 2005
7" March —2005
8" —9% _March -05

10" —11" ~March-05

14" —15- March-05

16" —17"& 18"

March-2005

VENUE

CAB Potiskum

E.C.E (T) Potiskum
University of M/guri
Ramat Poly. M/guri
Kashim Ibrahim Coll.
Moh’d Goni Coll L.IS
Fed.Poly Damaturu
Sch. of Nursing Dtr

Coll.of Agric Gujiba

Atiku A College of L.IS |

Coll. Edu. Gashua
AT Azare

B.UK

At Kaduna Poly

AT A.T.B.U Bauchi

All payment should be made with the following: (1) 1D card (2) current registration receipt 2003/2004 session 3.

Admission Letter.

Sign:

Co-ordinator




AU summit

opens in Gabon |

frican leaders,

state ul' the African Union's
Pence and Security Council in

Libreville, which is dug 1o | |

neledress some of the continent’s | |
| most imraetable conflicts with |

much emp-hases on Cote d'
Iviore crises.

South Afnican President
Thabo Mbeki has been

mediating in peace talks in |

Ivory Coast but a pre-summit
meeting with President Laurent
Gbagho was post-poned. Mr.
Mbeki will go to Ivory Coast
after the summit on his third
| mission since the army
| attncked the rebel-held north.
The talks will look into
how to calm worsening
violence in 'Dlrﬁ.we&nra UN

wiirmiing fast
UNSeu:me:lKur
.i\nmnw-mdlhllhnldlp

being displaced and further
difficulties for aid
| The African Union is

between the Sudanese go-
vernment and the Darfur
rebels.

This summit will review
the work of a joint com-
mission which has been trying
10 encourage some level of

But the UN is becoming
increasingly frustrated by the
slowness of deploying AU
troops in Darfur with only a
quarter of the pllunal 4,000

strong force in place,
| New deplnymcms from
Senegal and Nigerin will see
600 more troops with another

| But there are still questions
| about the AL’ capacity to
| police what may be agreed in

They anc also expected 10
| consider the continuing
violence in the cast of the
Democratic Republic of

| capital, Nairobi, 5

r,_s Secretary of State Colin Powell (C) shakes handy with Sudan's First Vice Presidens All

sman Mohamed Taha(l) as the Sudan

% Liberation Movement leader John Garang (R}

suubuwdfmq’ﬂu Camprehensive Peace Agreement in Nairobi, Sunday.

Sudan celebrates

usands of Sudanese
are to take part in
rallies wle:fmh!s the
historic signing of a peace
ucordlmz"w the govemn-
ment and southern rebels.
The deal was signed
during a la ceremany
attended by international
dignitaries in Kenya on
unda

¥

The biggest celebrations
will hold in the capital,
Khartoum, where many of
the estimated four million
refugees from the 20-year
civil war live.

‘The deal opens up the
possibility they can retum to
their homes in the south.

“Ifeverything is going all
right all the people will go
back because they are
displaced now around Khar-
toum. They are not workers,
they are jobless,” one man
told the BAC.

“They have nothing so if
the peace will be fought in
the right way they will go
back 1o the south Sudan and
everything will be there,”

Following Sunday’s
signing in the Keﬂyun

“Peace is indeed guiugP

bring our country abun-
dance,” he said in
Ilcbrllﬁ&rlohlﬂ'lu
told a cheering crowd that the
peace deal would change
Sudan “forever”,
His words were translated
into Arabic on Sudanese
television,
Television and radio
schedules were cleared to
bring hours of live coverage

eace deal

Also, the rebels will

coalesce with the Sudan army
10 form a 39,000 army force
if the south does not secede
in Six years.
The controversial Shariah
law will remain in the north
with Khartoum to be decided
by elected assembly.

US Seceretary of State
Colin  Powell and
Secretary General Kofi
Annan were among the many
dlwm-nn who attended lln:

of the illﬂ,lcl.&,
The 8 correspondent
in Khartoum said the word on

implementation.

They are all o aware that
previous agreements have
been signed and failed.

Starting in July, the south
will be autonomous for six
years and will then vote in &
referendum 1o decide whether
1o mnnm of Sudan, or

dent

Sudnn ‘s new oil wealth -
currently producing about
320,000 barrels a day - i (o
be split equally between north
and

It is hoped that this time,
the m\o1vvmcnl of :he

| and of

gyntun lﬁsll.‘al c

Hosni Mubarak, whn
has been in power
since 1981, suid he did not
mind  others v:cLinp
nomination for this year's

| presidentinl referendum but

that the job was tough
no private life
Parlinment has yet to

choose the sole candidate

| allowed to run in the Sep-

tember referendum, Bul
Mubarak is expected 1o be
nominated again, despite
reformers” calls for the
government to amend the
constitution and allow more
than one candidate 10 r\nla
Thiee inent intellec-
h-vmlnulced their
on te run for the

gypt’s Mubarak welcomes |

I presidency

“Let them go ahead, this 1s
Fmd Democracy is like this

hope that 100 nominate
(themselves). Why will | get
angry? | won't get angry.”

The comments, origi-
nally made in 8 television
interview, were carried
n:usq]a:rwﬂisuud.n\

Although inment hnn
yet to decide, the semi-
official al-Afiram newspaper
has recently carried reports
-judging the decision,
saying Mubarak will |
win the nomination or the |
referendum jtself:

Sunday, ul-Ahram repor-
texd that the Interior Ministry
would start referendum
preparations “after parlia- |
ment finishes in Mly the |

I ina bolic of P
Tall o P )
k fior u new term.
Asked about those ! .
Parliament is dominated
;ese-hng 1o run ugllml him, w Mubarak's ImgNu
b tic Party.

Uganda glves AU condition on war‘

resident Yoweri
Museveni said the
African Union (AL}
can only intervene in the
northern Uganda conflict if
the current Ms, Bety
Bigombe's peace mission (o
bring the Lord’s Resistance

5 .Powell demands
progress on Darfur

fier signing an accord
that ends the long-
nning civil war in

Sudan’s south, the United
States expects immediate
progress on the crisis in the
western region of Darfur,
Secretary of State Colin
Powell said Sunday.

He put  Sudan’s
government on notice the
prospect of good relations
wilh the United States

President Omar al-Bashir
said the deal would usher in
new prosperity for the
country.

will
help keep the peoce

agreement on track.

DR Congo abuse claims

| United Nations
| ingquiry has found that
UN peacekeepers
|warkins in DR Congo
| sexually abused girls as
| young as 13,
The report by the UN
watchdog, the Office af
| Internal Oversight Services,
investigated abuse alle-
gations in the north-cast
Congolese town of Bunia,
The probe found a pattem
|ol’ sexual exploitation of
| women and children, which it
| said was continuing.
Head of UN peace-
| keeping Jean-Marie Gue-
| henno said he was outraged
and angered by the abuse.
l The report said many of
the victims were under |8,
| with some as young us 13.
They were usually given
I'wdn:mll sums of money
| i retum for sex.
The inyestigation looked
allegations

at mare than

against military and civilian
UN personnel in Bunia,

It found seven cases
against UN staff, all but one
of them peacekeepers,
involving sexual exploi-
ttion of under-age g‘tl\.
were fully sul

upheld - -UN |

“The rules of the UN are |
crystal clear, Any sex with
under-18 years is against the
UN rule and whenever we
find that, this is just some-
thing that needs to be
punished,” he sakd

The UN has junsdiction

The report also said that
while many of the girls could
not identify the individua!
peacckeepers responsible,
their reports of regular
sexual contact were detailed
and convincing.

The UN mission in
Congo has also carmied oul
its own investigations. into
allegations of abuse by both
peacekeepers and civilian
staff, and has sent home
some soldiers,

Mr. Guehenno, the UN's
undler-secretary-general for
peacekeeping, said the abuse
destroyed the trust of local
people in the UN mission.

aver its own civilian staff but
no power (o punish peace-
cepers.

It can only repatriate
soldiers responsible and call
for them to be brought 1o |
Jjustice at home.

Investigations into the |
abuse in Congo has led io
action being taken against
two soldiers in one country
and the imprisonment of a
civilian UN staff member in |
France.

The UN is looking ot ways |
to follow up whether
governments actually take
action against soldiers who
are repatristed following |
allegations of misconduct

ds on halting the
violence in Darfur.

“These new ‘partners for
peace” must work together
lmm:dm:ly to end the

personally involved 1o
ensure our efforts in Sudan
had the administration's
highest level attentio
Joining Powell at the
ceremony was the U.S,
ambassador to the United
Nations, John Danforth. He
was Bush’s special envoy 1o
the Sudan peace process,
a\llcrlhcummg. Powell
offered hope for better
relations with Sudan, which
is on the U.S. list of stae

Army and the government
into dialogue has failed.
Museveni  gave  the
condition while meeting AL's
::puty chairman, Mr Patrick.
azimbaka, at his upcountry
haome ut Rwakitura, Mbarara

dis-trict.

The AU had sought to
, medinte in the 18-year old |
:onl‘.li:l between  the |
and the LRA bed

| by Joseph Kony. Mr
Mazimhaka, Rwanda's
former specinl envoy for the
Great Lakes region brought
the AU message to Museveni.
But a State House press
release said, “President
Muscveni and the AU have
agreed on a possible role for
the organisation in resolution |
for the northern Uganda |
confliet but only if the
ungumg licuy Bigombe
mission fails”, Bigombe is a
former minister in Muscveni's
government but now an
cmployee of the World Bank.
“Mr Mazimhaka sccepted

and the
| that continue to oceur in
| Darfr,” Powell said,
*Not next month or in the
interim period but right away,

spansors of terrorism. Buthe | jhe  President’s recom-
added, “Achieving this po- | mendation to give the
sitive relationship will only diation effort of former
be possible in lhe context of | minister Betty Bigombe up to
peace the | mid February 2005 to see
country.” whether they will get the |

Powell, in a8 television
interview before the signing
was nsked if he

slarlln; today,” said the
secretary, who signed on as a
witness a1 the ceremony
concluding an eight
process (o halt the war in the
south,

The United States and
other countries “expect the
new pariners to use all
necossary means o stop the
violence and we expect to see
rapid negotiations on the
ensis in Darfur,” Powell suid
at the ceremony.

The completed peace deal
layed out a lengthy process 1o
merge the black African rebel
maovement thit controls the
south with the government in

| Khartoum in the north.

During the war, more than 2
million or more people died

Powell said peace in
Sudnn was a priority of the
administrtion from its first
days and that Bush “stayed

had any reason to believe
that the b sanidd last

leaders of the LRA 1o end
rerrorism and come out of the
bush™  the statement
addcd Muscveni mld

fall was occurring had
stopped.

“1 have no basis to
believe that, but 1 have no
basis to make a fresh
judgment now in the absence
of my sending new teams in,”
Ihe told *Fox News Sunday™
from Nairobi.

“But certainly the anacks
against people, the moving
of people off their home-
lands, forcing them into
camips, that is continuing. So
the situation continues to be
very. very grim, whether you
decide if is genocide or not,™
Powell said. “The issue is not
what you call it. It is what is
happening in the region.”

He added, *We want that

situation
goverminent has a respon-
sibility, as do the rebels.™

to end. The |

that
best placed to persuade lhc
LRA tw accept peaceful
settlement of the conflict
because the group seems 10
trust her.

“He(Musceveni) said that in
the event that Hetty
Bigombe's peace mission fils
| then the Uganda govermment
will take up the offer of the
African  Union to Iy
ulternative mediation™ State
House added

The President said. “in such
| mcase (AL's intervention), the |
| African Union could hold |
negotiations M:: the
headguartens in is Ababa
“ The President nlso briefed
Mazimhaka on the UPDF's
sucoess in fighting the LRA to
“a level where the capture of
Koy and his deputies is the
| anly remaining element”



Puesday, Janunry

| for his le and n lasti
:polwinplcl\:?mﬁdle hul.w
US President Omae W,

the West Bank and Gara took
u key step toward building o
democratic future by chio-

World expresses  hope after
Abbas victory

Thc international com-
munity expressed
imisim that

Israel Labour party leader
Shimon Peres said: “Mr
Abbas will be nn unwme
pmmumgplm\ﬂ isa
wise man, ex nml and
moderate ... He was chosen

raily

titme in # long time we' ve got
o pummluldv of progress
e s M

EU foreign policy ehie
Javier Solana, w alryi\-ud in
Ramallah on Monday as part
of a one-week tour of the
region, suid the I‘qluuniln

people hid voted w m

SRR bew i

by the vast majority of Palest-
ininns and we ive him
the chance to 2

Russin welcomed the

“clear choice in favour of a
political resolution 1o its
conflict with lsmel.”

An end to hostilities
entailed 'the end of the

tions to allow a Palestinian

state to be
"I"himmnlhmallckc

for of security,” he

sid,

| sing a new president in clec- |¢mu.ngmd,ﬂ|umlm ol
| tions ers describe

as largely rnse and fuir,” the Mg that lives in peace and

Em?um id ina agre _with lsracl,”

oreign minis

““This is a historic day for  Ajexander Yakwmcsj;.'h!ml

the Palestiniun people and for Russin_is one of the

the penple of the Middle  members of the Middle East

East,” he said. peuc uartet that also

I Israel, prime minister %aa ted States, the

Ariel Sharon has been cau- Furopean Lflnun and the

tious not o be seen as end-
oring Abbas, but lately
has said he believes the
coming will “an
ity for an historic
breakthrough in relations
between us and the Palest-
| ininns".

Isreal warns 2

| [Egypton air
| space
intrusion

srnel has asked Egypt m

prevent its planes fror

entering Isreli ale :pn:
near the southern port of
Eilat, pfficials said, wlml?
that if an attack is suspecte
wn intruding plane might be
shot down

The officialy, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said
the usual fight paths of
Egyptian planes heading for
Jordan cross near Eilat, but
aften the planes devite from
the route and enter Israeli air

F‘%imww 11, 2001,
ottacks in New York and
Washington, lsrac] has been
wary of a r attack
against one of its cities invo-
Iving a plane crashing into o
building. Eilat, a Red Sea
resort, his a row of
| hotels.  *
:hu m':ai‘susiuu Israel
5 SCT jet intereeptons
and aimed Hawk anti-aircraft
missiles at planes approa-
ching Eilat, While Israel
| would mot hesitate 1o shoot
downn that appeared 0
hehendmg for an attack, uny
said, an innocent plane could
also be mistakenly targeted.

spokeswoman Asma Khodr
waid efforts would boquicltl:r
put in plece to implement the
T

“Our m-hinn hus always
been one of sy forall i
Palestinian effors,” she said,
adding that Jordan stood
mu!y 10 assist Abhumd his

United Nations, alth

Moscow's |nl1mcc in ﬁu

Middle East

the Soviet Unhll unl
The quartet

clear it saw
Wltunl L MWM
whhlhe l’

%03 tuael date fl;l.' I’llu-
wnwﬂwpwudmnu

British Prime Minister |
Tony Blair announced on |
Sunday that his country
would a conference in
London on March 1-2 that
would focus on Palestinian
security, and political and
economic nefrms

“I think it’s important that
we make sure that the confe-
rence is about helping the
Palestinians and supporting
them in their preparation for
a proper sate,” Blair said in
a televigion interview on
Sunday, but pot giving any
resction o the vole which was
then still in progress,

“I think that fur the first

Afghan judge in custody over ‘bomb.

T“ll\ intelligence
cinls have arre-

sied @ supreme court
Jjudge for Tinks to the deadly
car-hambing of n US security
wontractor which killed at
least nine people last year, a

| court official has said.

The arrest of the judge,
identified as Nagibullah,
comes a week afier autho-

rities announced the arrest of
wo ai-inda aperatives in
connection with the bombing
of the US firm Dyncorp
which trains the Afghan
police force and provi
President Hamid Karzai's
personul bodyguard.
AI least nine people,

ig\wﬂwu continue. Egypt's
| Ahmed Im1 ‘he had no
knuwledynl‘ lsrneli reg-

urgent |
Israeli mugal. and the

1 Lllltnnt]nel'lm |

were killed in lhe 29 August

car-bomb attack.
Nagibullah, who goes by
one name, wis arrested after
|BIB1||£M¢ agenis quest-
other suspects,

police chief

he deputy police chief

of Baghdad and his
son, also a police offi-
cer, were shot

and a suicide car bomb
detonated inside # police
station courtyard, killing at
least four policemen, the
lutest violence ahead of the
country's landmark election.
Scurcs of police and

! government officils

have been assassinated in
recent months, part of the
insurgents’ camipaign 1o try o
instil fear ahead of the Jan. 30
vore and o hunt down people
who arc perecived as collab-
orators with the U.5.-led
coalition. Last week, gunmen
shot dead the governor of
Baghdad, Ali al-Haidari, and

whio were arrested earlicr told
security agencies that the
Judge hod links with them,”
Mujda said.

He said explosives were
found in Nagibullah's house
during a search operation by
imelligence agents.

“The uperation took place
on the night of 3 January and |
was directed by Afghan |
intelligence,” said NATO |
peacekeeping foree spoke- |
sman Licutenant Commander
Ken MacKillop, adding that
international troops were not
involved.

Nagibullah was serving as
head of the Primary Court of
Panjshir province, north of

Kabul, Mujaa added,

Muhammad Haider, o
Tujik national, and another
man were detained weeks
earlier for orchestrating the
Dyneorp attack and a barnb-
g in K.nbnl s Chicken Street

burdenmo( Isracl, E|
| Jordan and Saudi Ara
| converge.

tn
|

WMMWSIW
“The two other suspects

The llluck on the US

Frexe

Mahmowd Abbas celebrates with supporters

six of his body,

Ye AmerAli
Hlﬁmw’l‘u Khalid
Amer, were assassinated in

wsm]}mm
while traveling in o car on

their way to work, said a spo-
kesman for the interior min-
isiry, Capt. Abmed Ismail.

Gunmen sprayed mach-
ine-gun fire m IWo cans

which were driving parallel
with the palice chief s vehicke
Iefiore flecing the scenc of the
attack close 1o his home,
police said, The two were

+ alone in their car,

:k
b

In o separate at
yeslerday, u suicide car b

exphodedd in the coustyard of
a police station in southem
Baghdad, killing at least four
policemen and injuring 10
others, police and witnesses
said, A fake police car packed

with explosives wis used in

attack

0 bombing in
{lclvhcr shortly after the
country’s first presidential
election raised jitters,
Afghan intelligence offi-
cials confirmed they had
pulled in two suspects linked
1o the Dyncorp blast but
relensed no further details

Fresh fighting

iolence has spread 1o

two remote northem

Pakistan towns, a day
after 14 people were killed in
violence that erupted
following an attack on a
minority Shin Musllmir-lder
officials said.

northem
of Skardu on Sunday, though
there were no reports of any
casualties, while the
government also beefed up
security in another town,
Karimabad, where enraged

- crowds attacked local
offices last

security the bigg-
ulmmnfglunupmllm |

| might.

,IShootmgs claim Baghdad deputy

The explosion took place
at le“fl‘lthommiylh
ice commissianer |

Wumﬁ sald the up\u!mﬂ
IIII“I.

lnumbel l:m.

uﬂ‘by

In mcr violence Sunday,
u U.S. soldier aasigned 1o
Task Force Baghdad was
killed by @ roadside bomb,
while o Marine was killed in
action in the volutile Anbar
ce

known assailants on
Sunday shot Sarmcara'’s dep-
uty, police chief, Col, Moha-
mimed Musthafir, as he drove
wlone, Samarm police Maj
Raed Ahmed said.

Seven Ukrinian soldiers
nd one from Kizakhstan also
died in an apparently accid-
ental exploston at an ammu-
nitlon dump south of Bagh-

Few details were known
about the explosion that killed
the Ukrainian and Kazakh
soldiers, The U.S. military
said late Sunday that the
mldmwtclunmsupfhc
ammunition dumgp.

The violence was sparked
following an attack on
religious leader Ziauddin
Rizvi in Gilgit, the main town
in the mountainous region
known as Northern Areas,

Skardu is the last major
town on the way to K-2, the
world’s  second-highest
mountain, while Karimabad
is the capital of scenic Hunem
valley on the Karakorum
Highway that goes up to
China.

Rizvi was travelling in his
car to a mokgue in the centre
of Gilgit, 240 km north of the
capital Islamabad, when
unidentified guamen
fire, eritically injuring Rizvi

Hussein said. |

dead in
Saudi |

police

| shootout

our wanted insurgents .

have been killed in o

shootout with security
| forces in a desert area in |
Soudi Arabia, 0 lccunlyl
source said,

“Four armed men wanted
| for security-related matiers

were killed in a shootout with |
securily forces,” the source |
s, udding that the gunfight |
erupted in a desert aren |
| between Al-Zilfi and Al-|
| Qassim, about :uum!
nonhwest of Riyadh,

“There were § fiew minar |
injuries among security men,”
the source added, without
giving further detils,

Suudi security forces late |
| lnst month killed a total of 10 |
insurgents, including two of |
the kingdom's most wanted |
| men, in two days of clashes

| in Riyadh, the interior
| ministry said.

The clashes occurred bath
before and after two car
bombings against sccurity |
| targets in the capital on 29 |
1 |

The ministry identified |

the two most-wanted |
| insurgents ns Saudi nationals

Sultan Bjad Sandun al-Utaibi |
and Bandar Abd al-Rabman
al-Daklil

Five bombers were also
Kkilled in the car bombings
which targeted the interior
ministry itself in the centre of
Riyadh and a special security
forces base in the casiem part
of the capital

Since May 2003, Saudi
Arabia has been swept by a
wave of violence which the
interior ministry blames on
the al-Qaida network of
Saudi-bomn Usama bin Ladin.

More than 100 people |
have died and hundreds maore
wounded in the attacks, many
of which have targeted |
foreigners.

engulfs northern Pakistan

llleguﬂd.lluwﬂwd

Dr. Muhammad Yaqub st |
the government hospital ll||
Gilgit said the death toll had |
risen to 14 from 11 in the |
violence on Saturday, after
which & curfew was imposed |
in the town and the army was
called in to control the mob.

The curfew was still in |
place on Sunday and residents
said soldiers were patrolling |
the streets on vehicles with
mmischine guns mourted on the

I'No one has claimed!




Tsunami: Fighting engulfs

Davaly Trvese

. .
Indonesia, Sri Lanka
cglonal conflicts are  diste aflermath of the tsunami.
ing to But carly on Sunday,
ief efforts in Indone- rebels fired shots at of-
sin and Sri Lanka - the two In- guarding the home of
dian Ocean nations most af-  Acch's ice chiel, lo-
' focted by the tsunami. cated near the United Nation's
In in's Acch, isolsted  relief hmm
skirmishes have boen reported
More have been re-
mmu an un- in recent Marine
truce that hos in
place since the trunami struck  Sus said Indonesian
on 26 December. on Wednesday am "
I Sri Lanka, the ethnic con- of rebel in the
flict came to the fore when the  northern  Acch  town of
erH in Colombo re- e Hmmm
«Gieneral ‘battle near &
xnﬂmmmmus- o
1o visit disaster-hit arcas ~ Another, Licuten-
I the rsorth and cast of the Coloned  Yieni Basuki
gyunmlh‘l the rebel Tamil the for resuming
hostilities and said miliury ps-
| rebels inAcchhave  trols had
been  low-level Perilously close to the soa,
against i foran  Acch nccounted for a
independent more  of Indonesia’s 1,04,000
than 20 years. Like in Aceh, the conflictin -~ UN Secretary-General, Kofil Annan
MLl oo eyl by _I-l'ii M IRA 1
d in old and has clai :
orasn, united in the
, distrust still runs deep
After shock Exivioiy| | of bank robbery
south LTTEin i i i
hinder aid mljlhmm-ud of Sri LimF' u;idi Irish Re-
ir. parts ‘e and its
relief Lanka's devastated coast, publican Army miliary wingof
crush and 8 more than 30,000 people died involvement in & massive
poswerful tremorin Indo-  in December's bank heist in Bel-
i Tensions between the rebels
h d nid Operations for and the g “This was an IRA job. This
| nami ening to overshadow theaidef- | was s provisional I This
Relief work in Sri-Lanka fort. was 8 job that would been
| could also be . 1 am here on s humanitarien | known to the leadership, This
that the Joint mission. | would like to visitall | was a job th ld have b
Centre of the the arcas, but as you know [am | known to the leader-
L Was mov- I\mnn_pauruwt- ip," he told state radio
| ing § the south d h an
"A U.S. military Seahawk  Annan said. ' mmmw
crushed near the crowded air- A go the Northem Bank netied
|mmm of awn rtionale in not | million pounds (S0 milliondol-
| Aceh, the hub of s &uw lars, 38 million curos).
effort to help millions of visit rebel territory. Last week, Northern Ireland's
' whase lives were crippled two “MUT g L
:Mmhmm and met with E:hl—ﬁ Orele, suid he belioved
spread disaster in living to Spain and met with | the [RA was
memory. rebels,” he suid. Ahem said he had no reason
‘Immaﬁm&ddg doesn't seem to have been o | to doubt Orde's assessment.
on board were o . . on.
misozess New conflict erupts in
mmmm - 2 . had
opemtions soon resumed,
e southern Philippines
e st ke e i
| their b + '] he Philippine army  group of breakaway rebels,
;ﬁwmmmx said it has used heli  The MILF is the largest
$um on Sunday, ] copter gunships and  Muslim rebel group in the
e Indoncaiates” | heavy antilery inabottlewith  Philippines, a maioly Roman
ers after a brief gunfire incident Muslim separatists on the  Cathol ¥
the major tsunamiaid | Souther island of Mindanao.  Talks between Muslim
base Acch ralsed con- The army said its forces gov-
cem for their safoty. were attacked on Sunday by  emment to end the 35-year
ity operntion some 200 Moro Islamic Lib-  separatist conflict are due to
ductod by Indonesia's military | eration Front (MILF) fighters  restart in the Malaysian

and that fighting was still go-

ng on.
The MILF said its leaders
did not sanction the clash and

The fighting is the worst
since n truce came into effect
17 months ago.

Philippine and
officials said the
clash, involving an army de-
near the town of
Mamasapano, was not likely
to affect negotiations as it was
an isolated event by a small

capital of Kuala Lumpur in
Fi

‘chruary.

The military said the
group of MILF fighters had
Joined forces with a small
group allegedly involved in
kidnaps for ransom, and
known as Abu Sofia, to
avenge the killing of sus-
pected kidnappers by sol-
diers last woek.

Security forces said the
leader of the Abu Sofia
group, who was killed in last
week's attack, is the brother
of an MILF commander.

The peace process has
stalled and resumed many
times in the last two years.




woy yurqquummn

SO0 T TSN ol DU MO 13305 UNDOSRY F5aly W LT DM LY 0 DR
1590049 LSDLEZE-60 L WD TNGY 1 IS 'SE05 W 'd RS FIOWIPY OQUITISIPY 'S5 108 S0MKD P

nok Surasas dops wcau an

pAur jueq [euopewiu] gN

"AWOIIM 2INOL

drgsiouzapd anok anppa a0

paed jo

9400 00 S1034 Py U} 163 JWIPH0D B J POMIIN Yumag WIS PUT | L
PO [eaider) ‘g pum Jamay ‘uonsnusuor Buuradgnusgy ‘neng ey
tg.ﬁgxuh.ii.u—map-_._!‘»::!ﬂuaitsosuiﬁ!ﬂﬁiﬁ
Huktu&inauﬂzﬁuﬂ_uiﬂkusr.{.&!_
201 spuuu-nod sead ypuw uog Fusiuod ¢ vy

o mo 18 yoo] & L

Apo pue s
hn.- r.-u?m?..dt!i:ﬁi— ﬂ...!ﬁuﬁha:.iucav!gﬂ.— HREL AU

HIWNO PANJEA N0 IYRIP (1w 10y $0tasn Euopdaca pus by
33gj0 03 SIS B SpEt am |00Z *20T [ W8 suopmsado pRIIINOD JUBG M LML

AJjeA0] 13WOISND PUEB DUSPHUOD J0ISIAUL SUIBD

‘" DUBULIOLID]

[euondadxy

s103122a31(Q
.naﬁ_c.;._ iii

v iy . g o P S pesy

epney mins

W.m..ﬁ 1 ,—... G w B

ol
TR | 0N U PRIJUTSLLLY SO LRORRA STV ) Jﬂﬂrﬁ%&!&.—- » gk aang Apuoyg uj

9| gy o § i@.!!_..a ._af ..i_i_

[€16]%

1
é%ﬂ!}_?givﬁiﬁa%g; ..

7




I'Hl l\ \ :ommma]
l&!‘plﬂl

flight schedule [} b =

. mn!.ll\eglﬂbﬂ.w&nwy

discussed ways to ensure

lmlh mnnmlc growth

the curo

failed to revive in

States as the biggest driver of
the world economy along with
emerging Asia heading into
2005

Praxily Tras

| .}‘Mlm

| Girowp Business Editor, with |
| tgency feport
markets overall could move
in an imegular manner at any
th‘.&h\hupdf::lg:

economy must resolve the

problem.

be a risk and we are watching
them carcfully.”
lnplu ings in Basel,

Vuesday

i s WWOITA @CONOMY 52

central bankers have dis-
cussed currency moves, with
some officials warning that a
further dollar fall would
encournge central banks 1o di-
versify their foreign exchange
reserves away from dollar
ansets.

Annlym say  more
which

Junuaryll, 2005

wwllad kmaﬂmurly
2003 could pose risks o the

upu'hllym
ﬂl”"

mmmmm,
pressure in the past two years
due to the huge US current |
aceount deficit, above 5
percent of GDP, and recent
speculation Washington was
content to see a weaker dollar.

ln ldd.hinn o economic |

and the global |

“America must resolve the
problems linked to its budget
deficit, which is now truly
ive,” wrote IMF chief,
Rodrigo Rato in ltaly's La
Sumpn newspaper.
World growth topped 4.6
percent in 2004, its most
robust in over 30 years,
Girowth is expected to exceed
4 percent this year despite
risks of a further fall in the US
dollar and rising energy costs.
Enlcrins the meeting,
Belginn central bank govemar
1 Guy Quaden said: “As nﬂnl
(vu,-unll‘

p for
nstitutions,”  Hirofumi

ookiu lhll!‘. Bmlln is
g and domestic

ECOWAS trains stakeholders
on trade a

Economic
I CWMunlly of West
African States
(ECOWAS) in collaboration
with  the Minillr{k of
‘commerce, yesterday,
off a training
multi-lateral |r|d=
negotistions for stakeholders
in the West Africa region.

ments
for three weeks is being
attended by key officials |
involved with trade nego- |
tiations in Ghana, Gambia, |
l.lben!, Nigeria and Sran

“uummmmm'

all the support of the African
Capacity Building Foun-
dation (ACBF] lud the
Swedish | Deve-

ﬂm:hl system, the agenda |
of the talks would include |
consolidation of financial |

| institutions and issues on |

hedge funds, Japan's Gomi |
said.

He noted a need for more
detailed coordination and
regulating authorities world-

o e S ey

join the closed-door G10|
meeling once a year, are are |

miuiury of ol

A:u Pepple, declared the

' views on the financial and
economic outlook for the
| "

credit from

and wel-

AgEncy

lopment
(SIDA)",

Nigerit, with 22 officials | 118k, one paticipant

consolidation and ccanomic
sad.
“This is not a crisis
and coordi-

has the highest mnhunl’|

Nigeria (CBN) had

Bank of Japan G on trade
CBN Toshihiko I'uluu Illd the | 80 & long way
3 ds d on multi-
e Tt | tatorst
. ‘| outlook for the global miﬁmzlm;mm
the (Jemrll Bank :f :::"I:’.'“’ F"'I Japan, ;': She  reiterated  the

importance of the training
that the

| nomy, he painted an of

“1 think the outlook (for
leﬁsmny}hmn

guaranteed o total of 1, 828
loans valued at N107.42m |
under Agricultural Credit |

| Guarantee

optimistic,” Fukui said.
foreign
L there is a risk

review of trade issues and

sensitisation of
ideals in hwwm

bad. | am always cautiously | negotiations will help in

negotiations an edge in

whi:ll is Imnd.ed 1o build nation meeting. 1t a chance |

mmgsmnl upmwmm|

-Euro Bank's

Central on
interest-rute

communication,
L i th
at o
lovel that is in line with a
mandate and, where
priate, with price lwhilhy o
an inflation target,” he said,
adding that “ns far ns sleering
meadium 1o longer term

efforts
must focus on anchoring

hief Economist of the
European Central  credibility is essential

e A R




Tucsday., .

erformance

he third-generation

Altima has become

one of the most
popular Nissans since its
debut in 2002, due 1o some
unigue qualitics it posses. It's
not bland, boring, and
uninteresting. It stands out
from its competitors in the
heart of the mid-size sedan
class, offering a fine
combinution of ace, comfort,
and umique style, with
entertaining performance as
well.

While there are new calor
choices for the 2005 Altima,
und the mostly subtle exterior
revistons could be seen as
trim changes, the interior gets
A major revamping.
Underneath, the V6 engine
used in the upscale models
gets a touch more power, and
the rear suspension has been
redesigned

The Nissan Motors, car
manufciure said Altima is o
conservative design for a

| By Hamise Muhammed,

| Reporter (Buvimei)
makes it look even more
substantial.

“The new grille and
bumper fascia add slighily
under un inch to length.
Although it, like most cars in
its class, has front-wheel
drive, the Altima has sporty-
looking long-hood, short
deck proportions, and a
curving character line on
each side ndds to that by
suggesting a rakish wedge
shape™

The long passenger cabin
dominates the side view of
the car, promising interior
space most noticeable
styling changes for 2005 are
at the front. More angular
smoked headlight covers,
twin chamcter lines inscribed
im0 center of the hood, a
reshaped grille with textured
dark metallic crossbars, and
arevised bumper fascin with

inset fog lamps balance the

Daily Triss

aterials for the seats and

headliner, and & new
instrument  panel and
cansole.

The backlit, easily-visible
instruments are in a restyled
pod that features individual
chrome bezels. A three-spoke
steering wheel replaces st
year's lour-spoke wheel
can be adjusted 10 o w;
degree for boah tilt and reach.

he new console adds
storage space, with a |IIIP!.‘
covensd compartment at
front and & two-layer box
armrest ot thee rear that has a
power point useful for
recharging a cell phone or
other electromie device

The 2005 Nissan Aluma
has front and rear crumple
zones. Dual-s
airbags that sense
and collision s
deploy according|
seat side-impact i
ceiling-mounted side-curtain
airbags are available.

Auto-makers optimistic on environment, technolog

e major sutomakers ot

Nissan - which means thal  Altima's rounded shape the North American
compared 1o ol mid-size, The interior space | International Aunto
mid-level sedans it's anything  promised by the exterior | Show were emphasizing their
but conservative, styling is deli the | env I as well as
and voluptuous, it's at the  jnterior’s design makes | jechnological efforts,

large end of the midsize  efficient use of all that space. Ford Motor Company ,

spectrum, and its styling

1t's been freshened with new

Daimler Chrysler global car sales rise

aimlerChrysler

boosied global car

sales 2.1 percent to
3.9 million units in 2004 as a
strong showing by US. arm
Chrysler offset a dip at
fagship Mercedes Car
Group, the world's fifth-
biggest carmaker said on
Sunday.Chrysler Group sales
rose 3.5 percent worldwide 1o
2.7 million units, paced by
ot new models like the big-
grilled Chrysler 300 and
minivans with stow-flat seats.

North American Intemational
Auto Show that his division's
sales would rebound this year
thanks to the rencwed
product lineup and four new
model lnunches.

“Owur sales volume will be

up” in 2005, Cordes said on |

the sidelines of the show, bt

chairman Bill Ford said his
company, which won the
coveted North American
Truck of the Year award with
its hybrid Ford Escape SUV,
expects to have five hybrid
gasoline-electric vehicles on
the murket within three years.

“It's only thestart and it's
only one of the I'ul:l efficient
ln.h!nloglcs we're working

MM Nissan Altima 3.5 SE

economically. That means
vehicles that are safe, clear
and encrgy efficient.”

General Motors said it oo
is working on hybrid engines
but sees this only us a step 1o
even better fuel technology.
Hybrids represent 4 bridge 1o
the long-term solution of
hydrogen fuel cells,” GM
chairman Rick Wagoner said
in the opening presentution of
the world’s number one
automaker at the show as the

Mazda targets more s

he declined to club

reaffirmed that operating |

profit  at
traditionally the group’s cash
cow but now facing falling

ins had decl

The premivm M |

division saw sales ease 0.8
percent to 1.2 million units,
hurt by disruptive but
rejuvenating model
changeovers ot Mercedes-
Benz. A 21.] percent nse in
deliveries of Smart compact
cars to 139,600 units helped
take up some of the slack
from a 3.1 percent decline at
Mercedes-Benz, which sold
1.06 million cars, Mercedes
Car Group chief Eckhard
Cordes told reporters at the

Chrysler 100, the North American car of the year

2004, but was not more
specific. Cordes said plans
for new Smart
launches were “on hold™
while the group reviewed
options for boosting profits at
a business that has Jost money

since the urban micro car |
brand made its debut in 1998, |

This freeze includes the For
More SUV model that the
group had seen as its entry
model for the US market, he
said.

“my great-grandfather's
vision was to provide
affordable transportation for
the world,” he said. “1 want
to expand that vision for the
21st century and provide
transportation  that s
affordable in every sense of
the word — socially and
environmentally, as well as

apan’s Mazda. Motor

Iy on,”™ the 7 JL said on

He | ch -grandson of Suml:y it expected its

r""_“d"' "F“'Y Ford, .| sales to grow again in 2005

Mercedes | Ford said the company is | oy jncreased  brand
the only ker with and a

| major effors in four different  gealer buse despite stagnant

g in | fuel-saving technolpgics ' growth overall in the world's
hybrids, clean diesels,  biggest car market.

hydrogen powered internal For us, 2004 was a very

model cu:rhuxlmnensm:smd fuel  gironp year in tenms of setting

cells.

up the foundation for future
growth,” Jim O'Sullivan,
chief executive of Mueda's
North American operations,
told Reuters in an intervicw
on the sidelines of the North
Amencan International Auto
Show in Detroit. “Going into
2005, we're anticipating
more growth,” O'Sullivan
said, ndding that the scale of

and buses.

prototype hybrid SUV mu a
concept fuel cell vehicle.
Nonetheless, Wagoner said
the sutomaker is working on
new  hybrid  engines,
including as part of a joint
venture with
DaimlerChrysler. Wagoner,
whe unveiled the company's
prototype fuel cell vehicle
called Sequel, noted that GM
is introducing hybrid on its
largest vehicles [first,

growth depended on how
much supply of the popular
Mazda3 compact the region
would be allocated from its

The I'lm large-scale
consumer rollout of GM
hybrids for the US consumer
market will be in 2006. The
show opens afler a glum year
for US automakers, The
miarket share of the Big Three
Cieneral Motors, Ford and the
Chrysler  Group  of
DaimlerChrysler fell 1o an
unprecedented 58,7 percent
in 2004, even while overall
car sales edged up slightly.

ales in 2005

of the overall US market,
were up 14 percent in 2004
even as its spending on
pmﬁl eroding sales
ives fell for the year,

i in |

Last year, Mazda — one-
third owned by Ford Motor
Company managed a 2-
percent rise in US sales to
263,900 vehicles against
initial projections of a 10
percent increase. (' Sullivan
said a shortage in supply of
the Mazda3, called the Axcla
in Japan, was responsible for
much of the shortfall. A slight
decline in fleet sales to less
than 10 percent of the total
was also a factor, he sad.

But  O'Sullivan  said
Mazda’s sales of passenger
cars, a shrinking segment
accounting for less than half

‘That compared to a double-
digit rise in average
incentives offered in the
industry, Mazda's share of
the US market inched up a
tenth of a percentage point to
1.6 percent in 2004,

Mazda sells 70 percent of
its cars in the United States |
through exclusive dealers,
but only 33 percent of the
showrooms carcy only
Mazda. It aims to boost that
ratio to 50 percent by the end
of 2006, Mazda is also
Tooking to beef up its product
lineup by launching
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Founds for Good Ci d Development in ngcm (FGDN),

I UK bused i jonal organisation of Nigerian p ionals has its
fundamentnl objective as the pursuit and p of good g in

[ ic, virile and peaceful Nigeria, The foundation has been closely
i inical devel in Nigeria before, during and after the 2003

FGDN wishes to express its profound disappointment and shock by the majority
dig on fay of December, 2004 issued by the Court of Appeal in Abuja,

7 Nigerin, on the presidential election held on April 19 2003, This judgment at best

Daily

/ 7/ /é/// G

Press Rel

Traese

i

Advertorial
JUSTICE DELA YED AND DENIED

FOUNDATION FOR GOOD IEIWEIIHAHEE & DEVELOPMENT IN NIGERIA

- NATIONAL AL LIBRARY UF BIGERI
(] L!I'I:kcrcm
Staffordshire, ST16 1AL, UK Tel: +441785244636 E-mail:arabodigil ¥

>ASC

the presidential election and the gul
mnhuymkpluemlhemdaywmgﬂnmpollhghnﬂhnﬂm*d&ﬂn
such, the recent public written by Ot

both Ngige, the declared go of Anamb mnﬁhﬁu(}ghdl.lhe
national chairman of PDP that the said elected governor of Anambra state did
not win the April 2003 election, was quite a self indictment.

mm;mfwulhmjummnnMMymlhuﬁumufmm .
that the 7

Iy the o L

could be viol muulllndmlhu wiy and

important as it is, but more imp
court may set whereby d

FGON hnr.lcnwtmd hack in A;ml 2003 on the elections, Similarly domestic and
itoring teams who observed the elections, including
the Transitional Mumlunng Giroup (TMG) of Nigeria, the Commonwealth observer
team, the European Union (EU) observer team and two US-based observer
groups, the National Demotratic Institute (NOTy and the International Republican
Institute (IR1), among miny others have also reported widespread cases of election
irregularities. All these teams variously reported serious cases of malpmctices,
including vote fraud, ballot box stuffing, bribery, lusck of ballot secrecy,
disenfranchisement of voters, arrests of supparters of opposition partics and result
declaration from areas where no elections took place. Furthermore, the court
admitted that the petitioner was able 10 blish that the Resident EX |
Commissioner for Gombe State, Alhaji Gidado Abubakar was a PDP b

appeared lopsided and at worst partisan. neither the bitter fe i s of the ¢l civil observer groups nor
mmunhnscludyuuxpnllhnlﬂwmwmwmpmﬂ intimidati ‘nﬂnr!orl.w mmmqrmmmmwwmm
fi 1i and el | irregularities. This is in line with the fiears | the three arms of go the the legisl and the judiciary,

the later is our last hope as the other two have undoubtedly badly failed us. This
hopcanrmyLlIuslnalthumemnupmsodlnmwmujudgmml
D y and good g are the i for
dew:lnmml inany country and must be allowed 1o I.nke&cplw in Nigeria in
purlmular. and Africa in general. Only free, fair, peaceful and transparent
can g the

the world over.

FGDN s the

Buhan tru!] ns well as hu team of lawyers lee' by Chicf Mike Ahamba (SAN)

together with eight other states: the parnty purported to, have won the Election.
This blatant abuse and use of security forces and INEC officials was what widely |
characterised the April 2003 elections.

An election conducted under such an atmosphere could not be held to be free
and fair, and therefore the results of the polls should not be considered accoptable.
If democracy, as it is generally nssumed, is a government of the people, for the
people and by the people then llll.' people uuglll o be glvml the chance to choose
their g frecly and not throug} it and all manner of |
inducements. Moreover, where the politicians violate such citizens® right, the |
courts should come to their rescue not only as custodians of rule of law, but also

an election |1m took place 21 months ago, and it has also been denied.
Thet ion of the Inds Jent Natiomal Electoral Cs
by Justices F Tabai, U. Abdull hi and M, Mul

On the after hand, in the dissenting judgment by Justice S, Nsofor, it was
clearly demonstrated that had INEC obeyed the court order, the statement of the
results would have conclusively shown as alleged by the petitioners that the
scores of the candidates were assigned and the petitioner’s agent were not given
the opportunity 1o certify the election pupers thereby contfavening sections 63

election null and void, 38 asserted by Justice Nsofor.

The annulment of the results of the presidential election in Ogun State seems
more like a symbolic gesture than a serious attempt 1o demonstrate o true sense
~ of justice. The seale of el | maly and viol that was widely

/
g
|

reported 10 have taken place elsewhere in the country especially the South-
South and South-East zones, where clections did not take place in some pans,
were much worse than that reported in Ogun state. Relevant also is the fact that |

as defenders of democracy, This judgment does not appear 1o do either. Justice |
should not only be done, but also be seen to be done. Justice has been delayed for |

| for its refusal to comply |

(INEC) |

by the court order to produce the certified true copy of election results for the |

purpose of ds of the petition in court, does not add any value to the |
/ Judg If anything it p the court as being lenient or more seriously |

partisan to &  body that shows its clear disregard to the rule of law and the
g Electoral Act 2002,

and 67 of the Electoral Act 2002, Such contravention renders the presidential |

for ly following the matter this far. This is a history in the making as

no such pcl.llmn has ever reached this stage. We also welcome the decision of 2

the petitioner to appeal o the Supreme Court. In any situalion, more so in

Nigerin, the truth would not be allowed to sce the day of light unless people of’ 2

integrity are ready to sustain its pursuit to logical conclusion.

Similarly falsehood may only have a temporary respite where people of

sound principles remain in the arena and squarely face the challenge, even in

Nigeria. Failing 1o secure a fair judgment at this point is not the end of the effort 2
is not free, and wherever 2

| but part of perfecting the effort. M , freed
it is achieved a high price is usually paid for it. What is at stake is the bigger
picture, the future of d and good g in Nigeria.

We hereby call upon all patriotic Nigerians and friends of Nigeria, who :

believe in good governance and rule of law o mlly round and support this

| struggle for the establish of true d y in Nigeria.
Long Live the Federal Republic of Nigeria!
Long Live the Foundation for Good and Develog in Nigerial!

For and on behalf of the Foundation

Mallam Garba Sami
Chairman
(Tel: +4479 6880 6992)

Dr. Arabo Bayo
Genernl Secretary
(Tel: +4479 00588384)

Dr. Usman Ahmed
Publicity Sccretary
(Tel: +4477 88827289)

of these. A democratic Nigeria, with 7
gnudmv:memdunmmntlmjashmunhmmorhopefnn\fﬂum :

¢ and principled pursuit 2
of justice by the presidential candidate af)\NPI’ Major General Muhammadu
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The Mercedes-Benz Medium Bus
Ideal For Inner City Operations

Decongest The Inner City Roads
Ride In Maximum Comfort In The MBO 712

Features: Benefits:
® Glides smoothly through narrow city roads. ® Maximum comfort for driver and passengers.
= DC OM 364 LA engine, # The interchangeability of its parts with other
® 4 Cylinders, vertical in line, Mercedes-Benz medium buses.
® Turbo charged and inter cooled engine. = Quick return on investment,
u Low fuel consumption. ® Adequate ventilation and all round visibility.
» Ruggedness and comfort. ® Enough head and leg room.
= Better isolation of engine chamb ® Availabllity of genuine spare parts.
u Seating capacity for 25 passengers, » Nationwide service coverage,

Support the Federal Government new

road transport initiative.
Buy MBO 712 bus, Buy Made in Nigeria.

Z Distribution Outlets:
Leventis Motors, NMI, Masters Automobile, Ekene Dili Chukwu Motors,

Corporate Headquarters:
Emene Industrial Layout, P.M.B. 2523, Enugu, Nigeria.
Telephone: 042-556281, 556539, 559991, 551575, 551576 Telefax: 042-553184, 551020,
. E-mail: sales@daimlerchrysler.com.ng

Lagos Office: Plot 94, Younis Bashorun Street, Off Ajose Adeogun Street, Victoria Island Annex,
P.M.B. 12544, Lagos, Nigeria. Telephone: 01-2611262, 2612088, 2616682, 7744619, Teletax: 01-2612945, 2611083,
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|NLC condemns

mary 11,

police attack on

journalists

he Nigeria Labour [ Stories by AbdulWahab will ecall aso that s State, to destroy the
Congress (NLC) has | gy MEI‘“I Stringer ""'3' ""P‘“.“?“ }‘:‘:m‘d iy '.m T hy‘;:' the heads of journalists, public property,
e indicted Ih; m r:: (Abuja) e d i Md"“’mb“’m President, Atiku Abubakar, breaking ::::: ankles and  He nmedr Po;h: ]::pe:lw
. i General of lice 1o ensure
| manhandling some jounalists commiln-gnrr ?l' police, 5'":‘ . |l"m..ml :(:Irk:lu:ying aut nli: be sand. that the said two high rnkii
wAllE cistviss 1 their fedoral. Operations, Mr. . A ""'““,;,‘;': I duty, Whileitis  He said that the NLC officers and: olker. palics
s 3 T o T on assaul
| ;:’I:"'c':‘“g:'““:’“'i;’““; Zomd wm\'m Aok ”wa"& Vst | hazard, I'I‘.u dulel: the partof the Nigeria Police  joumatists were bumghl 10
Emergency Natiosal el e that for threc days, allowed
| (POR)E el e ook aficery ke Nationd R e CaSbncal not and should not include . lll)'l-k hook 50 s 10 serve is a lesson
Executive Council (NEC) imd\?:ﬁinlhe (NEC) thad oodlums to take over o other officers.
| mecting in Abuja lst week. mecting becauseithad PEERED = - o s
™ Speaking o the of the journalits st PDP  been heie stock i rade riht
| over what he called police national secretariat. ; firom colonial times to brut-
| brutality on the Nigerian  Comrade Lakamfa said lise Nigerians, especially |
| lwmluu,uudnl'lm that it was more painful that  defenceless ones.
| tion (NLC), Owei  the j i hjected “You will recall that such 1
Lokamfa, called on the 10 attacks in the course of attacks hd heen carried out
| Inspector General of Police, covering what tumed out to  on the NLC just for disagree- |
|Mr Tafa Balogun to try the  beacircuit show wherea 30~ ing with the govemment. You |

... NUJ demands justice

ollowing the Nigeria
Police brutality on the
1 journnlistl_ at the

Executive Council (NEC)
mu-ua;. held at the party

of the Accarding to the union,
Peoples Democratic Party  the victims include Messrs
(PDP) recently, the National  Gbenga Abiodun of Daily
governing council of the [ndependens, Francis Ojo of
Nigeria Union of Journalists  The Champion, Yomi Fayose

(NUJ), natioal

“NUJ Abuja Council will
dmg the Nigenia Police force
before # competent court of
law and huoman right
commiu_nim: for necessary

However, Benue State
poliu mmmiuuer Mr.

| Abuja, has requested the
Nusuu police force to

 replace equipment,

| settle hospital bills of the
Linjured  journalists and
| requested that the police
| officers involved in the ugly
| act be brought to book before
| the union can honour any

In a letter signed by NUJ
| Deputy National Secretary,
| Olu Akinboyewa and
| addressed to the Inspector
| General of Police, Tafa

Balogun, the union said It has
b | from

Samaila of The Punch,
Kennedy Egbonodija of
Daily Trusi, Akin Orimolade
of Tell Magazine, Segun
Jacob of The Tribune,
Monday Emoni of The
Comet, Messrs |

has |

assured I'lmly members of |

deceased journalist and
broadcasier who was shot

| semied with the staff of office us the Grand Patron of Mierti Allah Cavle Breaders Avsociation by the |
n of Miverti Allah, A.nwuum Kasuwar Magani {centre), during vivisi o m

NLATE. e o ==

MGN-——--—-—""""

ABUJA

- Kaduna Srate
cl

Okafor of This Day, and
George Edemevughe of

Channels Television.
"W‘ehwem!lmndﬂm
two high ranking one

Journalist and hrudcw:r
late Gwaza Bur, shot dead in
Adikpo, in trouble Kwande |
local government area ol
Berioo Staich LR

assistant Inspector General
(AIG), Yekini Jimoh and
Commissioner of Police
I(‘PL[.awmnc:Alwl Tedd the

cnough ar
the Nigena Police a5 4 resuli
of incessant attacks on its
members in the hands of
uverzcubous policemen in the
last few years,

According to the lener, the
union requires the police
to adopt -a
and - sincere

umm.un.h which will require
punitive measures against the
perpetrators of what it
described  as  inhuman,
| degrding, unprovoked and
| uncharitable, acts as nu!lml

the usual mere af

lmught on the
gentle men of the press while
carrying out their |

¥ affice in Kaduna... Tuesday.

] NPC staff get paid after protest

¥ ollowing a protest by i
Benue State Commissioner of the workers of the mm::ﬁ?d
police over the inability of the National Pn.pulnlmn i hﬂ. !: bufa)
command to effect arest on |~ Commission (NPC), Abuja witl ‘W?mml y
those behind the killing. 3::; the deluyed payment of l'riﬂpny'ﬂlemo mpﬂl:tnnhzl

The family
;nmml hy members of the

duties at the venue,” the union
saied
The letier also pointed out
thut the union and its
membership are vet to
recover from the sad memory
of the uowarmnted physical
asyault on another
pholojournalist by the
policemen al the coronation
of the Oba of Lagos, few
YUEArs ago,
‘Ih: union opined that
need 1o i

¥ had
ﬂnnm:d the commissioner s
office where they protested
the sceming inability of the
command foeffect any amest,
about one-month after the
former stafl of the stare
awned radio stale “Radio
Benue™ was shot dead in
broad day lght, by gun men
suspected to be members of
amilitia groap,

The gommunity members
said they decided 1o launch

upologies.

| The union which said that
| the reverse is the case in
| Nigerin as far as police/
| journalists relationship is
concerned said “if really the
lecrln Police believe in the

ﬁnﬂwwfmﬂd&uf
th: people,” isis as

and appreciate the difficult
mature of the pructice of the
Journalism profession and
aceond same due recognition
and courtesy, especially in o
crisis situation.
Meanwhile, the Abuja
council of NUJ, last week,

professionals who report
events for the citizenry to
know should be seen as
partners in p

deseribing it as not only
barbaric, inhuman and
criminal but also a gross

|

polmnmﬁnm-dnty
ensure the le:unry of lives

The unian told the
Inspector General of
that no fewer than mine

iolation of the fund
human rights of the affected
journalists.

Abuja NUJ secretary,
Iyobosa Uwugiaren, i
statement, gave the Nigeria |
Police Force seven days |

physically by the men of the
Nigetia Police Force while
carrying out their official
duties during the PDP
B Natinaut

within which to |
replace smushed cameras of |
the affecied journalists and B s
settle their medical bills.

The union wamed that if

Ty s

the compl following
concern that unless those
behind the attack were
arresied

dation allowances on Thurs-
day, the Action Director of
Public affairs Department of
the commission, Hajin Fati
Kudiri has said that the
commission laler paid the
workor after the protest

Hajia  Kadiri  who
disclosed thin to Labour Trus
said the commission had
delayed the payment follow-
ing a cheque writlen in &
wrong name which was later
rectified by putting an
appropriate name before the
Citizen Bank Plc cleared the
cheque and paid cash 10 the
commission.

According to her, the
federal government had
released N100 million for the

6,500 NPC siaff nationwide
since 2001,

She alse revealed that the
payment exercise hegan
Tmimediately afler the chegue
Wi rectifi vim the bank
nand  workers had been
collecting their money 1ill
HOLO0 pm that Thursday.

Some NPC workers who
spoke o Labour Trust said
that they got their money afler
the officials of NPC labour
union perfected a protest
action,

A News Agency of
Nigeria (NAN] correspon-
dent who witnessed the drama
Thursday reports that visitors
Eol trapped for more than an

our from 3 p.m. when

FRSC organises workshop for PR ofﬁcers

T‘hcwori.bhqiwlllchklu
be chaired by the chief
exccutive of the FRSC, Major
Giencral Haladu A, Hananiya
while Mr. Yakubu Datti, the

b i of

mmm»

officials of NPC labour unios
Iookcdﬂn‘unlysnln mboﬂ‘ll

m afficials insisted lhlll
the gate would not be opened
uniil the cheque was signed.
It was not possible to know
how much was on the cheque. |

Businessmien, journalists
and other visitors who were
trapped pleaded to be left off
the hook, but such pleas fell
on deaf vars, as the workers
majntalned their stance.

Investigathon showed tha:
nerves got [r.l\--:d when the
deeision of the workers to be
paid cash was turmed down by
the officer who allegediy
delayed signing the cheque.

Some of the workers who
spoke said that the officer did |
not find the idea of paying
cash tidy us it could lead 1o |
fraud.

He said that the officer
was also not comfortable that |
meant to pay all
staff at the headquarters |
should be cushed because of
the risks invelved.
NAN learnt that the
officer had preferred
| situation workers'
occounts woald be credited
individually instead of being
paid cash.

the drama

information, Platcau State is
expected (o be the special
guest of honour.

The workshop, which is
organised at the instance of
the public education
department, will feature PR |
and media experts while a |

iqué is d to

he Federal Road By Benjamin Auta,
T Safety Commission Crime Reporter
(FRSC) is organising T e
8.ome-day natlonal workshoP " The relcase said that the
jor its public education +
e o ooy st bt
mmmmlm.:m i Tk moaal 3 b
corporale image building 0d rory imed at repositioning
managemert as well as o, -
8 chall in the commission ok public
IR The relcase further ‘said
: 3 4 ission’s officers

“.‘Iw ?m"m';; ']'“: !‘mm the 36 states of the
Yakubu 0. Attah, head of ooy 13 aeamt ot o
public education department
And irads dvailablto Fab nddilhn to the national

‘were not met

be issued at the end of the
special workst

will

which drag
mmnm m&d

floor nmoe af IM man they
felt was denying them the
chance ofllhrnun%om: some

1o KO
w en the

Following the signing of

| the cleque. the gaie was
for visitors o lcave,

| while the workers waited
behind for those sent to cash

| the cheque to retum.

Ry

F
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The sleeping dams of

S TAR EFE

The three federal government dams in Katsina state have virtually
been dormant since their construction between 1980 and 2000 ax
JSacilities for food and water security, deflating the mainly agrarian
«communities of zeal and hope, Uthman Abubakar reports.

he suspended canals,

called concrete para

balic canals, disperse
far into the vast fields, distrib-
wting, not irrigation water, but
mockery and despair 1o the
surrounding communities
which have yearned for aboul
| two decades now 1o grow the
“bulk of their economy 3’)‘ irmi-
uing the felds. Al irigat

dual projects may have been
substantinlly blunted by the
emenging policies of their own-
ing government over the

structed across River Gada in
Katsina state. [t is 20m high and
formed out of & homogenous
lmﬂmloflmdﬁn‘bmkml
Ithasa 143

years, of the go iy
have completely changed that
purpose with any other whibe

more reliability and
achievability on agricultural
pmdmuun -nd waler lupply

designed to nnl’vly acccu
flood flow 1o the quantity of
2170 cubic meters. The reser-
voir was destgned with a stor-
age capacity of 142million cu-
b 1t has th

around
the dam by the communitics
since H was constructed over
two decades ago have not
‘been according to its designed
irrigation project and are also
oo negligible for any assess-
' ment on the scale of the project
design and purposc. Only its
|drinking water supply to the

Niger Republi

phetion for the implementation
of the schemes nt any satisfac-
tory stage according to their
design capacity, the three fed-
eral government dams in
Katsina state are virtually ly-

‘and the surrounding commi-
nitics, which is not even sub-
stantinl enough according to
the project design capacity,
-sustains its usefulness in ac-
‘cordance with its construction

purpase.
Jibiya dam is one of the

ing lling o pathetic tale
of their decades of exi

nients- the mait s, irvigation
area and water supply. The
i s i 0 21 3m manimum
height, 31 T0m lang, with | 40
length of spillway and a sior-
agecapacity st maximum food
of 266.0 million cubic meters.
The irrigation area is made
up of 206Ha for irrigation by
gravity, 3266Ha for imgation by
pumping, totaling 3474 for the
e - beramaticnn ok

as fcilities for food and water
security.

Their state of location,
Katsina stute, itsell has had a
high build up of concem over
the years with their situation.
It is startled by the zcal the
f the three dams

in Katsina state constructed,
ith h

|the country, 10 boost agricul-
mnnlwmhclinnl’wlhmiu-
m of utmost food security
| through irrigation, and supply
sufficient drinking water 1o
their various ies of

activitics, which have 1o be
sustained nnd hamessed for

while the water supply scheme
was desi 1o serve a total
of 24 villages and towns with
4.6 million cubic meters of
treated water ai the rate of
12,000 cubic meters daily. How-
ever, according to the Katsina
state Water Board sources, the
Jibiyn water supply system has
u design capacity o produce
six million liters of the treated
water per day, but produces

its agricul
mmmwuﬂm
vast potentials for successful

Tocation. Zobe and Sabke are
the other two. Jibiya and Zobe:
were built along with the facili-

ties for Ilmr water mpply and

feasible approach 1o achicving
cconomic strength and reduce
its dependence on statulory

ﬂminp. 11\':: concern has

early
|m Sabke's construction,
which has reached the stage
of substantial utilization for the
dual schemes, began in the mid
1950,
The purpose of their con-
struction as facilities for the

T

ment’s resolve to Ilﬂlpl its
own irrigation scheme sistain-
able over time, much in the
fashion of the Egyp

anly 1.6 million liters because
of the breakdown of a larger
section of the pumping equip-
mient. This apparently excludes
the quantity served to the
neighbaring Niger republic,
which is 432,000 cubic meters
or 432 million liters of treated
water daily for three months
from 1" March 1o 31* May
every year, adding up lo
39 744,000 cubic ndm I'mlhe

hs, a

scheme.
The S-shaped Jibiya dam,
nbunmhnhn;.mnn-

ately chosen by the benefiting
country because it forms the
hﬂnurth:dlymuhm

e af the dams.

lhedlmcuhy in gemm drink-

ing water from other sources
i usually at its peak there. The
waler is served that couniry
under o bilateral agreement
with Nigeria.

The imigation and water
supply projects are located at
Jibiya town 43km north of
Katsina and very close 1o the
Nigeria/Niger republic border.
Th:y are asigned [m- In:ul

the dams, so our machines can
ot purmp any wates for iriga-
tion however much the Jibiya
communities, for instance,
want to practice dry mu
farming”, His|

also hoped that the

ment would fulfill its promise
of releasing water this year, It
i evident the management of

ders more on what he de-
scribed us the fact that the cur-
rent federal g has

‘avunitics nfclnmlme ficlds
and pumping water for the

of the de-
signed i b

since 1999 vi y
the dams “and only goes
about digging boreholes

mwmum

ing water"

Arords

ing agr
not ‘mly o J'bbuya and its sur-
rounding communities, but
also Katsina state and the en-
tire country. Although the net
irrigable aren of the dar is 3474
hectares the gross is 3450 hee-
tares. The canal network is ap-
proximately 192km comprising
1 Tkem concrete lined i

makn canal and Iﬂlmpvm

clderly Musa
Sule, a resident of Jibiya, who
has been growing various
food crops and vegetables at
the bank of the dam for “many™
years,  water has not been
pumped into the ficlds for any
irigation activity for cither five
oF seven yoars now, | can’t re-
member how long, but it is a
long time that any sign of seri-

pumping station capacity vm
designed for |86 million litres
per day, Two compensation
rescervoirs, R, with a 35,500
cubic meter capacity and R2,
having 45.00 cubic meter ca-
pacity, which are served by six

activity as W

out water into the fanms, and
mﬁm_uwmmdm

punmps, fre i dinthe
irrigation system.

The Jibiya imigation sys-
tem has virtually been in leth-
argy since the completion of
the dam and the installation of
all other required facilities for
the implementation of the dual
projects, even if the cultivation
of the 2,500Ha between 2000
and 2001 claimed by the
Sokoto Rima River Basin De-
velopment Authority
(SRRBDA) is considered.

“The situation of these
dams i pathetic,” an officinl of
the Katsina area office of the
SRRBDA, confirmed on con-
dition of anonymity, revealing,
* for three years now we have
not received any funds in the
fiorm of subbead to service and
maintain the entire systems in

them, but
every year they only promise
Mﬂwymlldnm-udﬂacy
don't. They have again prom-
ised 1o release the water this
year, but we are only waiting
because we are not sure.”
For younger Rabiu Sale of

dam, most farmers grow their
crops at the bank of the dam
whether the water is released
for irrigation or nol. They have
devised their own methods of
irrigating their fields. “We are
no more bothered about the
failure of the dam management
1o release water whether they
promise 1o do so or not, L, for
instance, grow my swecl po-
tato without any waler

out through the canals.” He

project or, at
least, for some level of irriga-
tion activity. Less than | 50Ha
out of the about 3500Ha is now
irvigated in the Jibiya scheme
in the form of gravity imigation,
which does not require any
power 1o pump the water into
the fields.

Before the fucilities for the
two schemes are serviced and
improved, or overhauled,

ubnmul.ih:llbiyl irrigation
project may be very slhow and
skeletal in The
water supply project seems
more important. This could
mainly be due 1o the fact that

l!illlii!illlliill!liirt[tfill!f!iitiii?fi!f!ii!llﬁ!
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cient water has to be con-
d in the reservoir fo, very
ntly, enable Nigeria
g part of the bilat-

odity supplied to the
ne surrounding

f Katsina

with the imrigation of 80Ha in
which cowpens and some as-
" i

L AL U RIC

locations for the scheme., Apart
from the sparse dots of very

Thtaunwud.u'i]nﬁ
with the catch area of

undlﬂal_a‘ahyluweofllle

around the

2,309square km, mean annusl
run off of 172 million cubic
meters, dead storage capacity
of 7 million cubic meters und
gross siorge capacity of 177
‘million cubie meters, Maximum
eight of the dam froa rivee

du inl

no preparation for the cultiva-
tion of any portion of the ini-
tial bulk of project hectares is
traceable.

“We don’t even remember
whether there was any such
cultivation since the dam was

pleted”, a farmer called

8.90m,

length at dam crest is 2,750m.
Zobe dam is the homog-
enous earth-filled type with
granite as its subsoil. It has a
width at crest of 3m, down-
stream slope of 1:2:3 with a
wide beme 9m below the dam
crest, upstream slope of 1:3:3
with a 5.0m wide beme 10m at
dead storage level, Its maxi-
mum discharge of spillway
based on flood with 5000 year

Although the dam wu
sompleted ahead of schedule
w193, irmigation activities
conzad Pt take-off

oe 0 the lack of funds. Nev-
ertheless, according  to
! .I ' ik the =

is 1,07 cubic meters por sec-
ond. Its spillway is | 10m long,
maximum height of river over-
flow, 2.74m and frechoard
above maximum flood level,
1A

The dam’s reservoir was

mnmmznmn- '

lion cubic meters of water sup-
plymnllywbulhe_mdm
meet the various needs in or-
der to facilitate the schieve-
ment o its design purpose. Oul
of that bulk, irrigation isallo-
cated 55.53 million cubic me-

of the dk

49,43 miilion cubi

the authority to
work on a 10.00Ha

other losses, mainly percola-
tiasri, 360 cubic mefers
and flow, lus or uncon-
trolled 60,70 million
cubic méters, The design wa-
Mmmm&h—

locations is said 1o be

ible anywhere in the marked

JZdIIhmAb:m

The 5,200Ha project design
irrigation scheme has been in
lethargy ever since. Not even
the 100Ha pilot scheme or the
actual $0Ha pilot scheme op-
eration of the mid 19805 is vis-

Mubammadu said nI' the

the last three years for the
mnlmnrmhu

:he dam was yun-

fouir mmlhdunng the rainy
Wl.puulymmhhf
and October. The flow of the
river is characteristic of flash
floods commaon in the far north-
em part of the country. The riv-

Oue af the conceete parabolic canals runming inte the fletd ar Jiblya dam Irvigation project.

pet drains with toe fillers incor-
porated in the carth embank-
- ment to drain any seepage wa-
ter and prevent buildup of
static pressure inside. Also
provided is a rip-rap for the
upstream and downstream

mjv:ﬂn"l'hemunﬁud
for .

construction of an elr!hen
compensation reservoir with a
15,000 cubic meter storage ca-
pacity, service center, network
of imigation camals, all of them,

pmud s0 that the reservoir |
(Ticient rin water for

slopes of the as
protection from wind and ero-
sion. A main festure of the dam
is that its foundation would be
treated 10 reduce loss of water

wmunmumw
mﬂummmA
ice roads, crossing and hy-
M:mmmw

through ground seep-
age.

The dam’s reservoir, when
completed according to its ca-
pacity design, is to impound
31.6 million cubic meters of
water. The water spread was
designed to cover about
7.700Ha, which is to be cleared
to minimize pollution of the
water. According to the de-
sign, the fetch of the water is
1o be 9.0km,

The contract for the con-

filled dam has a maximum
height of 12m and incorporat-
ing an ogee type mass con-
crete spillway of 100m. The to-
tal volume of earthwork in-
volved is about 210,000 cubic
meters. The headwork of the
dam comprises an intake
tower, valve chaniber, connect-

of the was

handled by CGC Nig. Limited
at abouit N1.3 billion. The con-
tract, awarded in 1998, was to
e completed by October, 1999,
The multi-faceted Sabke

pipeline. A
6.9|un long, 600mm dumeter
ductile iron pipeline was de-

us to irrigate our farms.” He
grows assorted vegetables
and sugar beats on his plot.
I make at least N100,000
by growing vegetables and
tomatoes every year,” Sale
Maidaya, who cultivates a plot
leased to him at N5,000, of-

nl'ihedm“mlhﬂ&enw—

drains, field drains with hy-
draulic and crossing struc-
tures,
Themnlhlmmdprwu-
ration of most of these neces-
sary facilities in the project
design forthe implementation
of the sabke dual projects
seems still at the “wishful
thinking™ stages. Measured

lunclenlmﬂelﬁ and allo-
cates sufficient plots to us.”
Mishahu Mamman Bakin
Kasuwa Daura also cultivates
a plot by the reservoir. “1
started last year, but | benefited
@ lot because | made about
N20,000," he offered delight-
dlnpludiu.“tnw::ww

o en-

on the scale of its design and
the dam

llmdlymlwlmsd!mlny
substantial sctivity, Some of
the vital facilitics for the irrign-
tion of the fields, for instance,

ially the network of ca-

ing tunnel, and ¥
pipes that include control
valves, A steel scour pipe of
100mm diameter is also pro-
vided to facilitate removal of
silt from the impounding res-

| ervoirand to also release wa-

ter 1o downstream users. The
dam also has low lift pump
house in its downstream side
t0 transit water 1o the treatment
plqﬂmdoumpomﬂmm«
voir,

A stilling basin s also pro-
vided in downstream of the
dam's spillway to facilitate the
dissipation of the energy of the

structured in the form that re-
quires about 15,000 cuble me-
ters of conerete for the spill-

the foatures of

In addition to the develop-
ment of a gross area 1400Ha of
land for imigated agriculiure,
the water supply component
of the project was designed to
also provide potable water 1o
Daura town 80km cast of
Katsina. The water supply
mnpmmemyﬂsuum—

nals, mllwodylmy

iy g

lhlwup\mwlwrnp into the |
farther plots, other agricultural
implements, fertilizer and pes-
ticides.” His fellow farmer,
Hamisu

ligible arca. No
and other necessary waler
service facilities to pump wa-
ter for even a small pilot
scheme. The water supply
component is still inactive,

the dam-site community of
Tsabu, explaining “no efficient

plant

ncar the dam site with a ruted

capacity of 6,000 cubic meters

per day. The earth dum, includ-

ing its head woarks, water treat-

ment plant and irrigation arca,

are Jocated near Tsabu village,
23km from Daura town.

The i

pumping system and ma-
chines, nobody is yet talking
about any clearing of the ficlds
for allocation to the farmers
according to what the project
promiscs, and | can't see how
any serious irrigation activity
can take place here without
these.” Abubakar, who said he

of the project mviug'ed the

development of a net area
of land for irrigation

away plots 1o help us grow

more Crops.
According to Andu Yusuf
Mai'anguwa, who started irri-
gation farming six years ago
“and | benefited a lot”, before
the government commences |
the designed irrigation project |
it should assist the farmers
with pesticides and fertilizer.
‘The common call among the
farmers is for the completion
of the dam with the installation
o kel of e o
of the -

cording to
For now, the three federal

state are virually slseplngm
the prodigious amounts of
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he Maotoreycle
I nsport Union of
Nigeria (MTUN),
Abuju branch has called on
the Federal Ministry of
Transport 1o station
emergency ambulance vans at
various strategic places
across the nation to rescue the
sccident victims,

The FCT chairman of the
MTUN, Comrade Obi
Nwaogwugwu who made this
call said the union is bothered
with the way Okada riders

NURTW tasks AEPB

By AbdulWahab Deji
Ajikobi, Stringer (Abuja)
and other road users had
accidents without getting first
aid vans on time to convey

them to the hospital.
Comrade Nwaogwugwu
told Labour Trust that the
union had signed an
agreement with one safety

Joseph Awolola, on the safety
of the (hada riders in the
Federal Capital Territory
(FCT).

The Safety M

the road users in case of any
eventuality.

Comrade Nwaogwugwu

ho said that th el

sum of N600,000 on about
100 accidents victims with
some duld and some
d serious inj

the union 4 in the

Consultant, he said, renders
ambulance services to
n:cui:nl victims who are

! bers of the

cautionary measures with
Federal Road Safety
l'_‘um:m (FRSC), Vehicle

jon Officers (VIO)

union.
According to him, the
fi neods 10

called “Home-Plus
Medicare” under the
chairmanship of Dr. Olajide

compln.mllheeﬂ'mnnde
by the union by making
umbulince buses available to

on parks cleanliness

he National Union of
road Transport
Workers (NURTW)

Abuja branch has called on
the Minister of Federal
Capital Territory (FCT)
Mallam Nasir Ahmed el-
Rufai to drvw the attention of
the Abuja Environmental
Protection Board (AEPB) 1o
what it described as “deplo-
rable conditions in the FCT
maotor parks,

Some of the NURTW
officials at Karu Motor Park
who made this call said that
most of the FCT parks have

DWCN spends N.5Smon acc

become a refuse dumping
grounds following 1o non-
extension of service by the
men of the AEPB,

They also indicted most of
the park stakeholders especi-
ally food vendors who litter
the parks with variety of
wasics,

They revealed that the
programme initisted by the
Abuja  Municipal Area
council called “Dety de kill "
to complement the efforts of
the AEPB at the local level,
failed to achieve the sel

objectives in Karu park.

Ived inan

he national presi
of the l)n\m\t’..lﬂut
Club  of Nigeria

(DWON), Comrade Monday
Elinnighe, has said that the
club had spent N.5 million on

fent wictims scross the

it [0 some accudent victims,
[ ||.||I.In|1. Elimighe whe \.ud
that the elub is after the
welfare of drivers said the
branches of the club scross
the nation wsually ensure that

Muhammad Argungs (right).

m.n.uku\l were given welfare
packages,

He said that the club
recorded about 53 members
who had aceidents last year
and the Club, apart from the
reliel’ materials, paid the

the

pelled the members
to fnsure their lives through
NICON  Insurance Ple
following the rampancy of

2 government m
m&xuum»amuamnumfmmm”

Ac
FCTn

ing 10 them, the
ster, Mallam Nusir

el-Rufini Is supposed to draw |
attention of the authorities |

concermned to what they called
environmental hazard in the
FCT. “The three parks desi
nated by the FCT admini-
stration lnck water, electricity
supply and good road
network,” they said.

One of the NURTW offici-
als, one Commde Abdullahi
Giudi urged the FCT admini-
stration 1o set a standard in the
motor parks by providing
FCT parks essential commo-
dities and social infra-
SIRUCunes.

ident victims

accident on the road said the
accident victims would be
compensated in case of
eventuality.

He urged the drivers to
register the sch with
agnixed insurance
to avaid

€% %0 08
ng quacks,
hile, some of the
ctims admitie
vecialist

hospital

I||\|rw

e club, thanked the
president and ihe members of
the Club for their Kind
gestures towards them,

and the Nigeria Police suid

the umion, last year, spent the

despite

juries.

He also revealed that
President Olusegun Obasanjo
presented some unions that
manage Okada business in
the FCT some helmets for the
safety of their members but
the  union’s

Union makes case for ambulances on roads

commendation of Mr. Presi- |
dent for that kind gesture, it
also lamented that the helmets
could not circulate the entire
members.

Comrade Nwaogwugwu
who said that the provision of
ambulance buses have
hecome necessary, urged the |
federal government

subsidise the cost of |.

helmets in the markets. |

Minister of Labour and Productivity, Alhaji Hassan Mohammed, Internatianal
representative, Mr. Corneliux Dzakpasu (middle) and ILO senior
labowur law specialist, Mrs. Jane Hogdes during the public heaving on anti Labour Bill held

Labour

| _ﬂ.!'i_r J\'_M.'I.mw complex, Abuja... mnl_h )

Mrs, Dupe Ajayi-
o Guardl

- publisher, I

fitorial board at a dielog

at NUS secretariar, Alausa, Thefo... recently.

Kaduna NUJ ratifies members’

Pix: Felix Onighinde.

Jowrnal (right) and Dr. Rueben Abati |
on media practitioners enhancement bill
i Olatipupo Odunewi,

1o take action on its earlier

1 d' H l letter of compla i
plaint against the
SUSPEeNSIOn, AISIESS AL e eine
he Kaduna Council of  Yakubu of The Punch, John™ him 1o expedite action on the
I the Nigeria Union of  Shiklam of The Champion  matter.

Joumalists (NUJ), has  and Emeka Mamah of The congress also
ratified the expul and fwere ded for d ‘du:NUl :mm'i
suspension of its erring  *“acts of di pect to the o its
members 50 as fo instil  council.” committees, which are
discipline in them. A ¢ issued at producti

The affected membersare;  the end of the council’s The congress however
Gabriel Idibia who was  congress held in Kadunaalso  commended the execulive
:Jtpclled for what it called  stressed the need for the  commitice for its resolve to

hical conduct,” Kenny  Kaduna State i instil discipline among all
Ashaka of The Sun, Stanley  Alhaji A-Yesufu  practising journali




Tuesday,

1l is now sct for the
commencement of
this month's enu-

mertion area demarcation in
chi State, abead of the

5 national census.

Alhaji Yarima Giade, the
Nationl Population Commis-
sion (NPC) Commissioner in
chargee of the state, told news-
men in Bavchi ut the week-
end that some 400 workers
had already been imined for
the excreise.

Giiade expluined that 305
of the figure were recruited by
the commission, while the
rest were sponsored by local
governments in the state

He said the NPC was in
touch with the excoutive
councils of all the 20 local
governments to sensitise and
mobilise the people for the
programme, which would last
for about six months

Giade said the excreise

Janunry 11,

005

would stan in four local gov-
emments of Ningi, Toro, Warji
and Ganjawa because of their
“difficult termin”

o start with the

can concentrate 01 other ar-

eas laler.

“An official hus been dis-
patehed 1o Abuja 1o collect
writing malterials, camping
beds and other things necded

e Tor the exercise,” the commis-

sioner siid,

Kebbi procures grains
for pastoralists

'n an effort to curtnile the
Immpunl atthe reancrs and

furmers clash, the Kebbi
State government has pro-
cured over 600 thousand met-
ric tonnes of feed for disin-
bution to pastoralisis

Governor Adamu Aliero,
who made the diselosure re
cently, said the action be-
came necessary in view of
reported caves of farmers/
Fulini clash in different parts
of the state.

Katsina urged to construct
LG rural link roads

he chairman of Kurfi
local government
area, Alhaji Rabiu

Aliyu Kurfi, has urged the

From Luwal Ihrahim,
Carrespondent {Katsina)
Batsari, Jibia, Charanchi and
Kurfi will not only case trans-

bl but will

Katsina State g w0
construct Zakka-Wurma-
Richi-Rawayau road 1o con-
mect the four local govern-
mient areas of Charanchi, Jibia
Harsan and Kurfi local gov-
Smment areas.

Speaking at a news con-
fierence in his office, the chair-
man who hailed the state gov-
ermment for the construchion
of Inter local government link-
ages roads, said the con-
struction of the said rural link-
ages road will further solidify
rural  network  and
interconnectivity with all the
people within the four local
Bovermment arcas.

The chairman said that
the people in the areas, being
predominantly farmers, will
find it easier to transport their
farm produce to vanous mar-
kets across the state as well
as enhancing economic ac-
tivities of the area with the
completion of the linkage
ronds embarked upon by the
state in the four local govern-

ment
He also said the linking of
the four local govemment off
R T N

lllnkt Ll.-ucr for complemen-
tary administrative decisions,

He affirmed that being a
people with long standing
historical nffiliation and social
interconnectivity of mar-
risges and other contract, the
people have been yearning
for such projects long ago to
further enhance their homo-
geneity.

Senate assures Sokoto of

From Kabir Dogon Daji,
Correspondent (Birnin
Kebhbi)

He said in addition to the
600 thousand metric tones of
assoried foeds 1o be imponed
froen a Burking Fasso based
feeds company, govemment
had drilled over 100 number
boreholes and water dnnking
points for the herdsmen

Aliero, further added that
already, plans have been
mapped out 1o construct
carth dams in the Fulani con-
centrated areas, in arcas like
Bagudu and Kaoje

According to him, the
gesture will in no small mes-
sure reduce the clash usually
encounted by the cattle
rearers, while farmers will
sleep with their two eyes
closed, fearless to damage 1o
their crops,

He stressed that state and
Jocal governments will be
fully involved in the
sensitisation and campaign
on peace, unity and under-
standing among the furmers
and Fulani’s across the
states,

burnt market reconstruction

has as

he Senate C
on C
sured the Sokoto

FromA

State government that the
federal government will assist
in the reconstruction and re-
building of the Sokoto Swte
central matket that was mzed
by fire some weeks ago.
Speaking  during @
courtesy visit led by the
Chairman Senate Commitice
on Commerce, Senator
Ibikunle Amosun, who told
the Executive Govemnor of
Sokoto State, Alhaji Attahing
Dafhatu Bafarawa, that the
sennte mandated them to
visit the state 1o commiserate
with the good people of the

| state over the recent fire

disaster in which property
worth N3 billion was
estimated to have been lost.

The senate commitiee
chairman said they were at
the siate to sce things by

i, Freelancer
(Sokolo)

(NEMA), will soon be in |
Sokoto (o assess the damage
and commence re-constnic- |
tion work.

The commitiee assured
the state government of the
federal govemment readiness
to assist through NEMA in
the re-building of the market |
and work out modalitics to |
prevent re-occurrence in fu-
ture, adding that relief would
also be given 1o the affected
victims.

Responding the state
governor thanked them for
their concem saying, “I thank
both the senate and the
House of Representatives for
taking this bold decision,”
and therefore, appeal to them
1o use their position in urg- ‘

ing the federal government to
expedite action on the repair
process. And called on

" NEMA to urgently come

tion concerning the market oo i commence work and
and that the National Emer- o
gency Management Agency

affected victims.

Jur organization, one of the leading media
organizations in the country, based in Abuja
is seeking for immediate employment the
following categories of staff at its editorial
department.

1) SENIOR REPORTERS
QUALIFICATION & EXPERIENCE

A minimum of degree in Mass
Communication with at least Second Class
Lower or any of the humanities with a
minimum of 5 years experience in the

|| relevant fields.

2) REPORTER/RESEARCHERS
QUALIFICATION & EXPERIENCE

A degree in Mass Communication or any of
the humanities with at least Second Class
Lower, Candidates must also posses evidence
of completion of NYSC, one or two years
working experience would be an added
advantage. In addition to the above, candidate
must have flare for writing and keen interest
to learn fast.

|METHOD OF APPLICATION

Interested candidates should apply in their
own handwriting to the following address:
The Advertiser \
P.O.Box 6873 ,
Wause, Zone 6 ’
Abuja. ‘
All applicantions must be accompan’ :d with'
detailed CV and photocopies of relevant!
credentials and must be marked A.M.P. at
the left hand corner of the envelope.

Applications that do not comply with theI
above requirements or are not received
within two (2) weeks of this publication will
be rejected.

NB: Only shorlisted candidates will be
contacted.
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such as. Nystatin pessary which is inserted high up in
the private part twice a day ( morning and night ) for

confidently say that half

‘pected u]l_imbyinls is linked 10 health

ery systems; 3 MDGs are alking directly about health,
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Be!‘nu the ullm-ius la of denuneg ia 1909,

ning Scholurship Sebeme has Masiers in Public
Health MH) a8 ane of its prioritics. Quite regrentably,
from 1999 to dute, courtesy of democracy. and with-
drawal of military from governance, MPH is no longer
amung the priocity courses; as such, wmﬂw ather
courses may be considered. The simple reason for any
body wha cares to ask is that a lot of MPHs were given
Mullnmlliiq- ern, | often ponder what the relation-
mmu mﬂumrymimu Anather

cand the Dir Atieneral, DFID headq Dr
Nelmat, were Iu'ﬁlnm I the twa visits of the aygust

yisitors of which T was opportuncd 10 interact with them,
lw]ul issues that were discussed are llm MI}O!. und'

Tocally i
- Looking at Migerian universities, very few offer
MPH, tmdmmmﬂmmmuﬁlbﬁm
1 canclusion, | am

i __-nmﬂyn!ﬂwhdwwuw!y:dnhkmﬂrmﬁu—
~ eign courses should be locul needs and above all, the

attaiment of millennium development goals which the
British government, through its DFID, I8 passionate
(about .

Vaginal thrush

Please what is vaginal thrush and whit are its symptoms
and effects?

Hamdiyys B

Vaginal thrush is caused by a fungus agent called
Candida alhicans, It iy a commonly found among women
And it presenis with virginal itch, pain during sexual
Intercourse and whitish discharge that stains under
wares. [f ix normally contracied from toilets, basins,

¥ swimming pools, sharing of cloths and towels.

The remedy ix to sink all used clothes and wnder

B wares in warm water and wash with strong detergent,

Sor the pregnant mother not to engage in self-medica-

Pregnancy and
intercourse @
loise is it safe to have intercourse with one’s
P spouse when one is pregnant? 11 yes, up to what
period of the pregnancy and kindly mention some
do's and don'ts of pregnancy.
M I Abuja
During the first part of pregnancy (first trimester),
a lot of women fall sick - morning sickness, excessive
fever and Tethargy. If vour spouse fulls under
that category, it is better to remparary abstain from in-
tercourse. Aiso, as pregnancy approaches, it is advis-
able to abstain due to fear of cansing infection to the
wnborn child (fetus). Also roughness iy discouraged and
@ preg ¥ progresses, (Rfercourse should be
in'a way that the pregnant woman will not be in dis-
comfort
During pregnancy, Issues o consider are the need

Hon and avold going to quacks to take drugs. Also,
antenatals should be adhered o 1l term amd to be ex-
ercising and eating adequate nuirient and creating time
o rexi.

Still on ARV drugs

read your response 10 & question on Anti-Retro Vi

Imf drugs with respect to HIV. Do you mean thag when

a person's CD4 cell count returns to a wlerable level,
one can do withoul the ARV drugs?

e

Fwill like ro tell you thar one can gven survive HIV
imfection  throughout life withous raking anti-retroviral
drugs. All that is needed of that person is 1o live posi-
rively: meaning responding fo inessexs at the right time,
treating oppartunistic infections, eating a well balanced
diel, having @ good rest and above all, preventing sexu-
ally transmitted diseases through ahstinence and pro-
tection during intercourse

On hernes simplex
infection

have herpes simpliy infection with painless sores
I:JI over my body and wait pain; and with movement
nd small sharp pain in my penitals sometimes. Please

what is the chance of my wife giving birth to a normal |
baby and docs the problem have a permanent cure? 1
have tried many medications.

KK

Iwill like 1o know how you are able to diagnose that
vou have Herpes simplex infection. s it through a lab
text? Herpes anfection is of viral origin and sexually
transmitted Infection. A lot of problems and STy can
give you what vouw have deseribed. not only Herpes Sim-
plex

Some STI, if contracted by o lody, can pass (8 on or
it can affect her unborn child. Examples of such are
HIV infection, syphilis and gonorvhea. The chunces of
vour wife giving birth to a healthy baby are based on
whether 1he has been affécted by the disease. The best
cure for STIs is 1o ensure you don T get it again after
receiving medicarion, No amount of medication will
enxure free af STl ather than protecting oneself; avoid-
ing having mumerous partners and unprotected sesual
intercourse.

Write in confidence to healthinteractive@hetm-
gil.com or send text mesyage to 08023810589 or P.O.
Box J'{_l_!?. Kano, Nigeria.
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| xperts in the health
mwillnanmln.

i Abuja

mdtyluwml
¢ teeting of the Afri-
en's Health Initia-

velops and pmm- better
hnhh care for African

Mdmuhsgapvwm

Paily T

YOUR "'%
- AWHI assembles healt

experts for its inaugurati n

every thing. mhmmmm
The African Women's
tHoalth fifiati

(AHWI) she

mmmw_i}

noted, i n subsidiary of the
African Women Develop-
et Inkitive (AWD) -

According to Chiel (M)
the organisa-

g with xperts in the healih

d.the

sector s designed to, "estab-
lish our wealth in health ap-
proach 1o women and chil-
dren healih concern in Af:

ik

mwmﬂ__hgﬁmfhm

Stakeholders

S wkeholders in the
met at the NICON
!Wlmlieul.hhuafunm
“day interactive session o
 fine-tune the smooth take off
* of the Nutional Henlth Insur-
- ance Scheme (NHIS) in the
‘MIM

The interactive sesibun,
 seeording to the minister of
winie for health, Princes
~ Olufunke Adedoyin (mni) in
| hier opening remarks wis de-
nigned te  provide

tion's lative mecting
will be chiired by an eminent
elder, Professor Emenitus
Umnary Shebu with the mins-

Advancement  Network
Salamuty

(WOFAN), Hajiys

Garba and Mres Kathryn
Hoomkwap of the Catholic
Wotnen

Dr. (Mrs) Remi Aribi Sala,

| deputy executive secretary,

integration programmes,

FMASuiﬁpumln-

wan.wmdm‘n

heslth, women's lives in the

| West African region.”

e-tune s smoo take-oﬁ‘ of NHIS

The minister told the g pointed out that a national

keholders at the meeting 1 in the provi of health scheme s

that his ministry has devel-  bealth care services, promo-  one major approach tha can

opeﬂmnlr‘uumm tion of equity in the distriby- — contribute o the achicvement
sary 1 and 1 Ith services, ds of the pational health policy |
!I.Illlil'l at!m'tn nlmed :I wy increased patronage of o goals and objectives in the d

the ) different levels of v
bealth systern and impeaving  bealih care delivery system. Dr. Lecky who said the

clude, the revivion of the na-
tinral health palicy, drafting
of w mational health bill, the
development of the strategle

The minister who high-
lighted some advimages of
the schenie farther explained
that NHIS decree specifies
that public and organised pri-
vate sector mpinycn aund

lan for ing the im-
il ation of the health

the op

'ua-tlynllﬂnmwm
| processes and guidelines of
L'Mshemmmkr 10 pasi-
~ tion I for smooth and sustain-
able ke off in May 2005
r Addressing the intersctive

on {-ut tagether by the

Healthi |

Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs) and a blue
print for the revitalisation of
primary healih care.

He alse painted oot that 8
blue for the revitalis-
thon of the NHIS which had

Scheme (NHIS 00 the theme,

~ “reoeng stakeholders” con-

fidenes townrds the success-
Uyl implementation of the
Nationa] Health Insurance
Schome,” the minisier of
Mealth, Professor Evilayi

Lamb expressed govern-
mcm renidiness 10 enfertain

incorpotale
llthuIdcﬂ vigws 4o ak Lo
cotbectively Tashion out what
Hin hqwnnl Interest
i e oy il

e kst thy
illciocts of iinew

been endorsed by the iationil
couneil on beslih has been
developed, adding tha the
hlue prints will be mmong
wther things 1o be finc-tuncd
by the meeting before pte-
serting it 1o the Federal Lx-
eoutive Council (FEC) far
approval

Accarding o Prof,
Lainb, (he Niational Health
Insseransce Seheme wonld en-
wite Bocess to good health
cate without financial hard.
it S e, sisaintaining

the  stanadaed of healih care delive
Sy sevicss, sploving Wil

b i
5

uunrﬂmmmhem

went decisions on the mansge-
ment of the NHIS wax aimed
at reforming the seheme and
ropositioning it for final push
iothe realisation of & success-
fiad o sustairiablo launching
of s programmes, and
commended what be de-
seribod us, “the new spintd of
penniens’ - the NHIS - In
hongmg egethey all kel

ment of universal health in-
surance covernge foe all Ni-
geriins also pointed out that
one of the many chillenyes
before the scheme s in the
aspeet of fund mumagement,
This, the oxecutive secretary
noted would be munned by
the Nathonsl Healih Insutance
fund (NHIF) to take care of i
puhlic funds beiny set sside
from the public sector,
Acgording to De Lecky,
NHIS will so0n establish
NHIS dexk officers i all the
ministries, apencles,
putrusntale, miliary sod para.
amilitary of gov-

ankirhsldors o b

tsueh relating o effective
benlthcane delivery system in
the coumtry $0 a8 1o unders
saand the policy sid wirk ool
guidelines for i impleren.
LETEL

I psper entitled, “repo-
sinoning the NHIS for effec-
1ive Uik off: bsnues wnd chisl:
Irn;w, thtnlwua: % EXETU
.+ Lcky

ermment, i onder th achieve
10076 regintration forall fed-
eral govermmunt siall by the
end of February 2005, The
NHIS officets Dr Lecky
nisted will serve s lisison and
firss points of contact for o~
bic pervapt's eoquities on
thetr clisima and benelite in1-
eludihy enrplment relpied |
nallers.




Experts bramstorm on safe motherhood in Nigeria

33 year old woman was
recently reporied dead
roan childbinth compli-
ations which could have been
undd if the husband had rea-

Daily

Trust

YOour HeEALTH

y Sunday Ejike
|B:n]nnh Health Reporter,
A close look at the global
maternal and child health sinua-
ion shawed that about 108 mil-

with her
» medical advises. The woman
a question died two weeks after
sabting 1o bed her 8* child in a
narriage of aboat 15 years.
The woman, it was learnt

lion of no fewer than five chil-
dren die anmually with 60% of
these deaths preventable.
Records alsa showed that 3.9m
of the deaths oocur in the first

s udvised by medical experts 2% days of life with Nigerian,

it further delivery afterher  India, China, Pakistan, Dema-

* child, that amy aticmpt to et ©Ptie Republic of Congo and

regnant igain would be d Ethiopia it for 50% of
these deaths,

s 10 her health, I spite nl'llu:
sar of losing her fife in an al-
smpt o give binh io more chil-
e, the hushand refused 1w reu-
on with her and insisted on hay-
g more chikiren. The wormian
ielded 10 her husband's demand
o keep ber mamiage swnce she
vis threatened to go if she ne-
tased 1o bear more children.
Similarly, there was also a
cport that an I8 year old 588
11 student had her intestines re-
noved through her private part
n the process of an sbartion by

Discases that lead 1o such
deaths included neonatal which
accounts for 33% of the deaths,
diarrhoea, poeumonis, malaria,
meciales, ATES anal other causes
Lk Div. Esther Obimya of Unitied
Mations Children and Education
Frund (UNICEF) s factons hike
poverty, unhyjtienic, und wmale
waer, inadequate hirth spacing’
maother’s health, not breastfed
and if done not exclusive and
micronutrient deficiency are
some of the risk factors respon-

President Olusegun (basanjo

tions, put structures in place, o nbm'lkm by way of m:Lis-
tain policy - g 0
tain standands, umllinlng and  dications I‘m legllmln' lhurlum
creating [ bssnes the general pub-
relating 1o the hml!ll of women  lic on the jssue.

and children IPAS, he noted provide uni-

IPAS couniry director, Dr
Ejike Oji, who spoke on, “im-
proving women's lives through

versal access o women for high
quality post abortion care and
other Reproduction Health (RH)

|
&
|
|
!

in 2000 which, s strengthening
the health systems response o
safie motherhood

0. Mogi Ok wha gave an
aver view of safe motherhood in
his defined

collective effort by a pregnan
woman herself, her immediate

| quack. It took the prompt in- sible for child deaths in the cous-
ervention of gynaccologists st Y v
he Lagos State University Wum_en. she said die of
Tenching Hospital (LASUTH) to b_iudml.mm_hmj unsafie abor-
ave the girl’s life but not with-  tion hypertension in pregnancy,
it destruction to her body, Asa  alaria and prolonged labour
esull of the unsafe sbortion, the  Which she noted had claimed and
drl's womb may not be able to is still claiming the lives of sev-
"T)‘ & H‘y any lomger. eral thousands of Nigerian
vidences abound that about  WOTmen:

fied daily of these deaths,
l'prwunqlldduldbmhw i the fact that people don't ci-
ated cases while no fewer thay  1her recognise danger signs of
LA00 children under one year the comphications nor are pre-
and those hetween the age ofone. pared mentally or financially 1o
o four die on & daily basis from 2o for medication in the face of
liseases that could have been P07 roads, poor
wevented if proper attention is 1100, lack of transports and fund
iven 1o this vultierible group,  ©xperienced in the country.

I is also worth mentioning
hut several millions of women

De. Esther Olbinya, in her pa-
per entitled, “women and chil-
dren friendly health services,

el children suffer one form of S—
feformity o discases ms a result  What is 7" identified a number
if problems and actions that  ©f factors impeding the receipt
‘onld have been mvoided ifthey  Of belp when the needs arise
vere exposed to relovant infor-  Lack of tmined health workers
uation and medicati )

It is in view of this ugly de-  Poor attitude of health workers
ﬂww“ulhh 1o waork, lack of adequate medi-
of Nig cal equip andd poor referml
mwm” wystem were some of the factors

em that an organisation, save
notherhood, in collaboration
with the ministry of health e
ently had s hectic day sl the
hidta Hotel, Abwsjar with -
lers of the forth estate of the
ealm, to fshion out ways of
hampianing the course of this
tulnerable group who's interest
bt of people don't want o pro-
oct in government.

The seminar which had scv-
ral papers presented by medi-
al experts in one form of non-
wovermmental oranixstion of the
sher had the theme: “zero fol-
rance to women dying from
wegnancy related causes.”

It was designed 1o among
sther things eolighten bealth cor-
expondents on the issue of safe
witherhood, solicit media sip-
ot und understanding towards
chicving the shared vivion of
olesanee 0 women dying
T pregnancy relabed causes os
el as providing relevant ech-

ical materials which will be
alsable resmpres for cifective
ehaviournl change communica-
m.op wade motherhood,

she identified as banes 10 effoc-
tive health cane delivery 10 the
most vulnerable group of the

Wiy out of this problem ac-
cording to the expert, is thai
women and children friendly
ealth services should be locuted
close to where women live,
hese moves were said 10 have
Ibeen adopied at a stakehokders
conlerence in Abuja wid as such
the draft has become a working
document for the strategy.

Making funds available for
akilled health persanned o set up
lhimics, maternity homes in rural
arcas, she snid would belp in
chungring the trend of things just
s she stressed the need for the
motivation of skilled anendants
0 practice in their locality us
well as an official and active
cominitment In tracking down
quacks and closing them down.
Their actions (quacks) have no
doubt led 1o the
Nigerian winen/chibiren,

New partnership in this re.
gard. he noted are needed to
strengthen and support these ac-

ot L s E il

appropriste services and every
ihing that would ensure adequate |
health care delivery to vur |
women and children.

Safe motherhood acconding |
1o Dr. Jerome  can be improved |
in Nigeria by bailding political
commitment, developing and

implesenting national policies

a focus on women's reproductive  services through training and  and extended family members,  on roproductive health, changing
Thealth and rights,” viewed abor-  service delivery improvement,  her community and bealth per-  soclal nomms and involving men
tion as the discontinuation of 8 The isation which | at the pri ok st each stage of pregnancy. la
befiare th i wilhin the confl of the and tertiary levels to ensure  hour and delivery . 1t can also be
of viability while unsafie sbor-  law also advocate for increased  safety of  pregnant woman and |mpr:w=ﬁ|r_v pnmdn;mln
tion, which he toted hud killed  deployment of funds to ropro-  her baby during prog de-  quality
severl Nigerian worsen isa pro- ductive health, support Nigeria  livery and after *I‘W‘)‘ improving financial coverage for |
cedure for unwanted  media in the advocacy and edu- Dr Oxleku pointed out some  he poor as well as continuous.
pregnancy either by persons  cation of the public on women's  of the challenges of maternal  advocacy in this regand.
lacking the necessary skillsorin  right to bealth and life, work with  mortality data collection which He salicited the support of
i lncking th to get their partici-  be said make the estimale of e media mlhemukfanvc
mal medical standards or both,  pation in RH services maternal lity diffic . ik I
The medical expert opined  and advocate for the respect of  Thewe reasons are that most  ing that the mass medin should
that 19 million unsafe abortions  women by ensuring the protec.  deaths occur outside the bospi-  build popalar undenstanding and
are performed every year world-  tion of their sexual and reproduic-  tal and often not reported, in-  support on the fssue and 1o also
wide with 95% of them ocour-  tion health and rights. complete reports, impossibility  pur pressure on policy makers
ring in developing countries The issue of maternal snd 1o calculate d i which {ealled on health it
which Nigeria is among. Dr (i morbidity deaths now assuming 5 sctunlly “number of pregnant — ens especially. 1o among other
mdﬁum hospital studies, itcan a worrisome dimension call for  women” and shsence of relishle  (hings galvanise debate among
d thi active invol of non gov-  data on vital registration, health  policy makers and influential
is the cause of 13- 14% of mater  emmental organisations, interna-  services and consus. These, he  peaple, motivate health care pro-
nal desths in Nigeria which  tional partnerships and the gov-  noted are banos 10 accurste dats  viders, reach out 10 woman apd
traslates to about 20,000 mater- obvious that peo-  on maternal mortality rate N their familics, generate public
nal deaths annually. alk of ‘about the pgeria. dinlogue and mobilise the com-
Abortion has B doubl be- dyh 1 Wha e rianity for posifive action 1o re-
come a public bealth matter in,  due o diseases that could be pre-  needs is 10 have pccess 10 a full productive health.
view of ils social and medical  vented but when there was any  range of high quality, affordable One thing was however
effccts on the people and the titical imbroglio, itb s sexual and reproductive health th the speeches of the
country. Millions of abortions  talk of the time because the men  services, especially matermal care  speakers at the seminar. The
are carried out annoally in Ni-  are the major players. and treatment of obstetric emer-  common in all the papers |
gerta. 11 is o bad that with every In the words of Mahmoud  gencies to reduce deaths and dis=  presented by the experts was the |
female age betwoen 1840 years  Fathalla, “in terms of msmbers,  abilitics. The 2001 national re-  cull on the government at all lev-
has probably had an sbortion or  the total number of maternal  productive health policy stipt- ¢l and the society to take healih |
ksows another in the age bracket  deaths have been increasing  lates that Nigeria should be 8 jssues serious sid accoed desined

that bas had an abortion,

These negative conse-
quences of unsafe abortion were
no doubt part of the reason why
wome medical expents are cham-
ploning the course for the legii-
masation of abortion. Acconding
1o this schood of thoughts, legal-
ising abortion would prevent the
W quacks by wininen,
IPAS couniry
-|.']m'!|-m'|l|:rsq

il the modifications of
enisting restrictive laws relating

rather than decreasing. These
women are nof dying because of
disenses we cannol treat. They
are dying because socictics arc
yet 1o make deciskon that their
lives are worth saving.” His
words capiure the country s sce
nario oe its stancds o the alarm-
ing maternal and morbidity
deaths.

11wk because of oll (hese
things thal are happening 1o the
women folk that a global move.
ment was launched in Nairobi in
(L0

wduce maternal mortal
lly. the World
i (W) im
responding ko this, lsunched the
making pregnancy safe approach

nation where every girl and boy
is bl bo rewd and write, woman
and man are capable of caming
livelihood, where évery woman
can freely chaoose who and when
1o marry, couple will have froe-
dom to choose when and how
many children 10 have, where
health information is readily
aviilsble and where high qual;
ity services are available for the
mother and child within ber
neighbourhood.

The RH policy, aceo
Dr Jerome M

it o

a place where Nigerian wonmn
would have the support of her
family and community to reach

prionty o illnesses peculiar o
the vulnerable groups of the
country.

Uniless somiething argent sl
comcrete i dobe about the com-
plicaticns arising from child-
Tristh and other pregnancy related
sicknesses, Nigerian women will
continue dying withoul anybody
showing concern, As the saying
oes, when you protect the maoth-
e, i mne protocting the mation.
This then implics (hat Nigerian
women aleo play very important

roles in the sovio-ec
transformathon
anid us susch, their health shiuld

noTmie
m of the country

be taken serivus.
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Central bankers reV1eW|

demand has failed o revive in
the curo zone.

By Ahmed | Shekarau, |
Growp Business Ediror, with |
L agency report

an irregular manner at any
m&!hﬁllmﬂ[ﬂdm
could

economy must resolve the

problem.
“America must resolve the

problems linked to its budget

deficit, which is now truly

tooki‘_n' shaky, Britain is

the Central Bank of

Nigeria (CBN) had |

: a total of 1, B28

loans valued at N107.42m

under A;ri:ultnr-l Credit
Guarantee Scheme to

und  domestic

¢, wrote IMF chief,
Rodrigo Rato in laly’s La
Stampa 7

World 4.6
percent in 2004, ils most
robust in over 30 years.

e WWOrld economy s

States as the biggost driver of |

central bankers have dis-
cussed currency moves, with
some officials warning that a
further dollar fall would
encourage central banks to di-
reserves away from dollar
aAsCts.

Mudynu sy more
whlch

wﬂmﬂ‘ﬁm mm:
2003 wuldpmmhtaﬂus|
especially in |

account deficit, above 5
percent of GDP, and recent
speculation Washington was |
content to sce a weaker dollar.

In addition to economic

_mBMl.

and the global

ECOWAS trains stakeholders i sl

on trade a

he Economic
Community of West
African States

(ECOWAS) in collaboration

with  the Mlnmr{ of

Growth is d 1o exceed
4 percent this year despite
risks of a further fall in the US
dollar and rising enengy costs.
Entering the

offa mhml

multi-lateral |ml¢
negotiations for

in the Wes1 Africa region.

{we will have)

the mintstry of

y of

ments

| enmolidmun of financial |

institutions and issues on |

for throe weeks is being | hedge funds, Japan's Gomi
attended by key officials | gid i

involved with trade nego-
tintions in Ghana, Gambia,
Liberia, Nigerin and Sierra

He noted a need for more
detailed coordination and |
mwmm

among
horities world- |

Leone.
“It is being org:
Capacity Building Foun-

dtion (ACBF). &nd the | meeling once b year, are
expected W barriers

Swedish Intemational Deve-

. | Ama Pepple, declared the

views on the financial and |
economic outlook for the
world."

Bank of J

open and wel-
comed the development in
West Africa's trade industry.

She said that programmes
on ions would

apan G

Toshihiko Fukui said the
meeting would discuss a wide
of issues including the
outlook for the global
economy. For Japan, the
| umlns mond Inm'.ﬂ eco-

trade nego
in enhanci
.';‘.'.J.;".’."rfn‘.;?f&. on muli: 8
lateral issues and negotiations,

Maﬂmrnghmﬁm
global trade. Hiied

position in
She  reiterated  the

F T

“ Il||uk the outlook (for
| Japan's economy) is not so
 bad. | am always cautious
optimistic,” Fukui said.
'In:ludius foreign
there is a risk ]

importance of the training
progs adding that the
review of trade issues and
negotiations will help in
nemndpn
mm-ﬁhtﬂl

- this regard, aff efforts
-;\ul focus on anchoring i
ions a1 &

dapuﬂu by the Imkl. the
| Union Blnlt of Mimu

emerged best,
] of the Num m
~ | while Zenith Intemational
Bank third,

Ilwl llllt i lu line witt 8

|||1|ll.wlll|]ﬂw ﬂbllh:rnr
an inflation target,” he said,
adding thit “ss fur as steering
medium 1o longer term

How interest-rate policy can
eontrol inflation

uhi].lqr

Cummy there are 18
members of the governing
council, including six Exe-

bank cutive Board members and

(SIDAY".
Nigeria, with 22 officials

has the highest number of |

w1ll||
all the support of the African |

wide.
Commercial bankers, who |
join the closed-door G10 |

o

ik 'Immulldmnwmmuc

Mmpm:lmusﬂ.
“This is nol a crisis
and coordi- |

which is intended to build |

:wuwlwulhﬂﬁllﬂlﬂ
trade negotintions, | oud

mdmmaam;llum
wwwnumm
cud,” he said.
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I ‘Mustapha Alkali Kontagora who died on Saturday 18%

exily

ucsdny, Janunrs

Truse

entire members of the family of late Alhaji Usman Al-

of December, 2004 want to use this medium to acknowledge
with appreciation lllewmufall those who sympathized with us

. MWM&FCTMWG@MT Kontagora, Gen.

M. Maigoro (Galadiman Zuru), Gen. T.Y Danjuma, H.E Niger State

‘Govemor Engr. A.A Kure, Gen. M. Wushishi, HRH the Emirof Kano

Alh. Ado Bayero, HRH Emir of Minna Alh. Dr. U.F Bahago, HRH

Emir of Borgu Alh. H Dantoro, HRH Etsu Nupe, HRH $/Sudan Alh, |

17 ";/f &‘&NMM&MM%MYMMHM

~ Members (PDP) Niger State, Party Chairmen & Executive Members

(Dan masanin Daura), Former Minister of Water Resources Col.
Bello Khaliel, Former Minister of Foreign of Affairs Alh. Sule
Lamido, Former Minister of Defence-Army Alh. Lawal
Batagarawa,Former Minister of Defence, Navy & Solid Minerals
Dev. Mrs. Modupe Adelaja, Former Minister of Finance Mallam
Adamu Chiroma, Former Minister FCT Arc, Ibrahim Bunu, Former
Minister of Finance Alh. Ahmed A, Muye (Walin Muye), All Former

State, All Special Assistants to the Niger State Governor, All Local

Government Chairmen, Niger State, Party Chairmen & Executive

(PDP) Kwantagora L.G, Niger State Wushishi L.G, Niger State,
Chairman & 12 others Mashegu L.G, Niger State, Chairman & 6
others Mariga L.G, Niger State, PRP Chairmen Zone ‘A’ Niger State,
PRP Chairmen, Executives & Councilors, Salka & Zone ‘B, Gen,
Manager Niger State Housing Corporation, Gien. Manager Niger State
Rural Electrification Board, G.M Niger Sate water Board and Director
~ Min. For L.G Niger State.

Also the same appreciation goes to Alh. Halliru Jibrin Me Mai, Kano,
Special Adviser to President on Manufacturing & Private Sector,
Mal. Ahmed Abdulkadir, Former Speaker House of Representative,
~ Alh.Gali Umar Na-Abba, Former 8.A to Mr. President, Alh. Adamu |
M.uma Waziri, Former Deputy Speaker House of Reps. Hon.
Gubndnm Nwoche, Compt. Gen. Nigerian Custom, Mr, Jacob G.
Bnﬂn,Bm.thhAllyu.HmMuhmnmd Bello, Hon. Habu Bawa |
Bwurl, Former Military Administrators, Niger, Benue, Kaduna, |

ﬁmmmmmmmmvc BUK Prof.
/

Musa Abdullahi, Prov. FCE Kontagora, Mr. Makoju, Former Speaker |

~~ Kano State House of Assembly, Alh. Abdullahi Yanshana, Deputy

A

i -Alh Abubakar Magaj
~ Muhd, Vice Chairman PDP Alh, Bala Abmed, Alh, Tijjani Hashim
~ (Galadiman Kano), Mal, Bello 1, Gwandu (Turakin Gwandu), Alh. | safely and may the Almighty Allah reward you abundantly. Amin, -

s

Chairman Tofa L.G, Kano, Vice Chairman PDP North Central Zone,
i, Zonal Vice Chairman (NW-PDP) Dr. Bello |

Minister of Commerce Amb. A.D Idris Waziri, Hon. Minister of
Industry Amb, quji Muhammad Tanko, Hon. Minister of
: | Kano, CEO MTN, Chairman Intercellular Nig. Ltd, Alh. Ibrahim

(Danmadamin Toro), Engr. A.A Lapai (Yariman Lapai), Alh.
Abdulmalik Ndayako (Kpotun Nupe), Alh. H. Adamu Maishanu
Suleja (Jarman Zazzau), Mal. Abdulrahaman Hamza (S/Malami
I Zuru), Shiek Ahmad Lemu, Sheik Dr. Aminudeen Abubakar, Kano,
District Head of Durbi (Bobi) & 6 others, Executive Sec, FCDA
Abuja, Engr. M.S Alhassan, Chairman Nigeria railway

Wahid), Alh. Aminu Roller (Soccer Talamiz, Lagos), Alh.Audu
* Zango Kano, Alh. Abdulrahman Isa, Kano, Alh, Babu shu"aibu Total,

Aliyu, Mr. Sifiso, Former D.G SEC. Dr. Suleman Ndunusa, Alh.
Muhammad Bashar Suleja, Alh. Sunusi Kuki (JAMB}, & lh. Muhd.
Wake Bena, Mr: James Jatau Salka, Alh. Tukur Bobi, Dauda Garba
kura and Danmasanin Misau.

Similarly, we are conveying our deep appreciation to Mr, Azzan
Faiza (Turskish), Zain Abideen (Saudi Arabia), R. Bora (India), Mr.
Assaf (France), Lebanese Amb. To Nigeria, S. Khaled, Iranian

Sultan Abubakar, Former Jigawa State Governor, Ail. Ali Sa’adu

B/Kudu, Alh, Dan’azumi Gwarzo, Alh. Sani Abcullaki K/Mata,
Chairman Tofa L.G., Kano, Chairman Nnssarawa, L G., Kano Hon.
H. Suraj Ya'u Bichi, Former Chairman Nassarawa L.G., Kano, Alh.
Sulaiman Usman (Ariyanyo of Oshogho), M.D. Restann Nig, Ltd.,,
| MUD, Nexim Bank, Alh. Baba Yusuf Amad, Chief Felix Ohiwerei

Broad Bank, M.D. Systemspecs Mr. John Tani Obsro, G.M. Bank
of the North, M.D. FAA, Former M.D. FHA. F+ gr. I. Mustapha,
Alh, M. Gambo, M.D. Drake & Scull Nig. [.1d., Engr. Ahmed
Ibrahim, M.D. ACE Audit Control & Expert se, Chairman Dura

Alh, Aliko President Igho Y.D. Association of Nig.
(Suleja) Chief Sunday, Executive Chairmen & Members
Jeweleries Association Abuja & Knduna, Group Chairman, Int. Risk

Emeka Ofor, Alh. Abdullahi Sani Brothers Kano, Alh, A.G

Abdullahi, Ath. Shehu Azare, Michelin Tyre, E.D., Dangote Group
Lagos, Alh. Abba Dantata., E.D.Zwma Complcx Lagos and Kano,

John Liu, E.D VISA Travel Kano, Alh, Aminu & Family, E.D.
Gongoni Nig. Lid., Alh. Sulaiman Halilu, Alh. Nuhu Indabo (S/

Kasuwa) S/G Market, Haj. Bebi Abba Kano, Matasan $/G Mkt. ~
Kano, Alh. Sani Yakasai, Treasurer K/Kwari Mkt. Kano, Alh. Ubale
Hmmmmmmmmmmmmwm;m :
Sale (Mai Suminti), Alh. Garba Madengen, Mal. Isiyaka Mai-mai =~ |
| (Ndun), Alh. Hassan Safiyanu Ibeto, Alh. Garba Kolo, Alh. Abdullahi .~

S.5.. Alh. Muhd Godabe, Dr. S, Lawani, Alh, Muhd Ankarah Bature, ~
| Alh. Abdullahi Kura, Alh. Hassan Hadi (Kano), Alh. Babangida

Lamido (KACCIMA), Alh, Musa Kura, [brahim & Mustapha-Rogo
as well as those who sent their representatives, E-mail, and or

texi messages 1o numerous to mention in this write-up,

It I our prayer that you all retum o vour various destifitions—

Signed
“Tifjani Usman (Son)

e

For the Family

Munur Ja'afsru (Yariman Zazau), Alh. Muhd. Hassan Tikdin Fulani

Corporition,
Alh. Waziri Kyari Muhammad, P.S Gombe State, .S National |
Planning, Dr. Mu'azu B, Aliyu, P.S Ministry of Commerce, Mrs. |
Ama Pepple, P-S Petrolewmn Ministry and Governor (Opec), Mrs.

Alh, Jameel Halliru Jibrin, Alh. 1di Gambo (Chairman Kalam-
mmmmmm;,mm :

Amb.To Nigeria, Lebanese Consulate, Kano, Muhammad
Fadhalallah, Former Sultant of Damagaram of Niger Republic,

(Chairman NIPC, Uniliver) & All Council Menr Yers, Executive -
Sec. Alh. Yusuf H. Abubakar, MG. Karami, Maikan. *ig, Ltd, M.D.

Clean Services Nig. Chief F.M. Emeya, President Dangote Group,
Mgt. Group Ltd, P. Claver Obinna, President Chrome Oil Ple, Chief

Huaj. Dr. Zulfa'u Sadik, Taiwan Trade Representatives in Nig. Mr 7

- Kwari Mkt, Kano, Alh. awa Rijau (Turakin Bandu),
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KNSG introduces Ramadan, Ram bonus to civil servants

ano Stare

Kgovcmmcnt has

introduced a

Rarnadan and rm bonun for

s civil servants

With the introduction of

| the banus, the civil kervants

| are to receive S0 per cont of

| their basic salary free during

| each Ramndan fast and the
Eid-il-Kabir festival,

Kano State House of
Assembly Speaker Sa'idu
Giani, who announced this
shortly afier a closed-door

sexsion of the House in
Kano on Tucsday, said the
introduction of the bonus
followed the smendment und
passage of the Ramadan/
Ram Boous Law 2005,

Ho explained that under
the law, public servants in
the state would be paid 50
per cent of their basic salary
as bonus on or before the

2Tth o each Ramadan month |

and five days to cach Bid-il-
Kahir festival
The speaker said the bo-

nuy would enable Muslim
public servanis in the state
and their relations to cel-
chrate the two relighous oc-
cavions with casc.

Gwale LG to provide transformers to 13 wards

o fewer than |3
wards in Gwale

N local government

arca will soon smile as the

Earller, the Majority
Leader of the House, Alhaji
Ahmed Dawana, had said
e leg urose (rom the

the commitment of public ser-
vants in the state 1o their di-
Ties.

d that

cancemn of the House over

the council chairman Athaji

Sani Jibon disclosed this.
Speaking while receive

ing the coumeillor of Damyi

the lnw had to bc amended

tricity supply to the entire
area.

According 10 him, the
eouncil will not hesitate to

council has completed ar-  Ward in his office, Alhaji  employ ull possible measures
rangements (o m them  Jibrin Ilmed that Uu: ges-  to mum that people get
with electri ture was facilitated 0 e power supply say-

hance unlnlarrupml nle:-

Incessant school fees increase
irks ministry

T ke Ministry aof
education Kano
will not hesitate o
bring to order any private
school observed to be in
the habit of incessant in-
crease of their school fees
in Kano Swate,

The director, private
schools, Ministry of edu-
cation, Alhaji Tajudeen
Gambo disclosed that it

that some unserupulous
private schools in the sate
increase their fecs accord-
ing to their wishes and de-
sires.

Alhaji Tajudeen Gambo
nlso said that from the over
1,000 private schools exist-
ing in the state, only about
350 wre duly registered
with the state minlstry of

ducation, He added that

has been observed by the
‘ state ministry of education

the ministry will fish out
erring schools and ad-

equate measures will be
used against them,

Alhaji Gambo also re.
vealed that all female stu-
dents in Kano State, pri-
vate schools inclusive will
us from January next year
comply with the Sharia

durd code of dressing

vate schools scoording to
grade levels and school
fees may only vary from
the schooly grade level
and not the usual dra-
matic upsurge in school
fees by most schools.
The dlre:tur alao

since the federal govern-
ment has concluded ar-
rangement to Integrate 1s-
lnmic education alongside
western cducation in
schools.

He also reiterated the
determination of the minis-

try to re-organise the pri-

pledged

of his ministry to check
problems that necessi-
tates children staying in
nursery schools longer
than necessary whereas in
some cases children fin-
ish primary school at pri-
mary fonl lnmsdoflht

LTI

A

i €

0S

ing failure to quell the per-
sistent problem of eleciricity
will halt the socio economic
nctivities in the arca.

The local government
boss observed that he pres-
ently awaits approval from
the ministry for local govern-
ments for the release of the
funds meant far the project
for onward and
distribution of the equip-
ment.

Alhaji Jibrin conceded
that though the council's
revenue resources are lim-
fred, it still went ahend to

with the ram advance substi-
tuted for bonus 1o reflect the
unanimous views of the throe |
arms of the government on |
the matter.

The couneil chalrman
however implored the
people 1o expedite prompt |
netion towards supporting
the area 5o ns 10 actualise
its dream for the execution
of developmental projects,

Responding, the |
spokesman of the ward,
Malam Arma Ya'u reminded
the chairman for his earlier
pledged to provide 33,000
KVA transformers to the
paded |

He pointed out that the
affected community have
been confronting incessant
power outage arguing that
the problem could only be
quelied if the transformer is
provided.

The ward spokesman |
added his voice for the |
council's rapid intervention

supply the
which signifiey its dire need
and concern on the general
- overhaul of peopla's welfre.

pita

Vil s
o n | (B

i DN TN

into the probl adding
however that the situation
has brought their activities
1o u standstill.

Hajl Bonus! Hajj Bonusl Hajj Bonus!!!
erman
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Lagos to standardise vans
for transpurtm meat

utchers in Lagos state

who are in the habit

of transporting meat
from the abattoirs in unhy-
gienic manners would be
barred from doing so as from
January 17, 2005.

The president of the La-
gos state Abattoir United
Transporters Cooperative,
Thrift and Credit Society
[LSAUTCOTS), Mr Waidi
Fujal, hunded down the ulti-
maltum at o press conference
n Lagos.

Fujal explained that only
standard sanitary vans would
be allowed to transport meat
firomm the abattoirs to the mar-
kets as from January 17,

Hie nddexd that the decision
of the cooperative was in
complisnce with the directive
of the state government that
meat should be transported in
saitary meal vans in line with
mternational standard

Fujai stressed that the
poor handling of meat, includ-
ing its being transported in

He urged the government
l‘mlllew dredgge the existing

the booth of cars
und even on motorcycles,

would expase it o pollutants |
like dust, fumes and lead and |

alsa flies that would contami-
nate it with germs.

He noted that the con-
sumption of such
unhygienically transporied
meat by the public could lead
to illnesses.

“Those transporters that
had been in the business
should either modify their
vilits of purchase new ones in

order to meat the standard |

required and remain in the
business,” be said.

Fujai urged the Onganised |

Private Sector (OPS) 1o in-
vest in the sector and contrib-
ute to the attainment of its ob-
Jective of ensuring the deliv-
ery of safe and hygienic meat
to Nigerians.

He also advised the gov-
emment to equip the sanitiry
inspectors to carry out tests
in a bid to ensure that the
meat consumed by the pub- |
Tic was sal'cﬁ\momumpum

wﬂmmwmmawmn.em

petition between ferry

ers, the tarifT chuneﬂ h)' the Natienal lalead Wel:rwwl

[(NTWA) \knll‘l dumcﬂmw:u: l'crry
X

the Man-
aging Director of Texas Connection Farriex in [.qm. sl
“The current situation i so tough (hat

wmammm-ﬁqnmm-m G Tl m | the il Bive

emment ares of Lagos State
who were jolted by the dev-
stating fuel explosion last
ricksy have called on the gov-
ermment concerned and the
management of the Nigeria
National Petroleum Corpora-
tion NNPC {0 beel up secu-
rity along the pipelines in the
state

Last Friday's explosion
was allogedly coused by pipe-
lime vandals who had come o

Ul | tap fuel from the NNPC pipe-
lmc that ruwcd through the

mess said the ex-
started around

i lalipges Oubunerw

- Pipeline explosion:
security along NNPC pipelines

esidents of Abule-
Ado in Amuwo
| Odofin Local Gov-

| By Olumide Bajulaiye, |
Correspondent (Lagos) |

when two tankers already
loaded with the stolen prod-
ucts suddenly went up in
flames,

It was gathered that im-
mediately after the explosion,
the vandals disapy d into

l\ﬂ:—b\n -ﬂ\.k;lurﬁmn of Nigerian physicians in America (right) offering free medical service

Pix: Oladipuper Ocdumews

residents demand

enon that keeps on rearing its
ugly head in almost all the
NNPLC pipeline points in the
state, the onus is on the au-

communities where the pipe- |
lines pass through.

They explained that com-
munity vigilantes so em-
ployed would not like to com-
promise the security of their
community by allowing such
i .l'd hifie-th 1

thorities 1o inten-
sify their security patrol of the
fucilities.

According to them, there
1s not enough secunty guard-

thin air leaving the residents
it the mercy of the rmvaging
inferno, which caused stam.-
pede loading 1o the death of
five persons.

The residents who were
jolied by the illicit act and the
danger it poses to their lives
and property are of the opin-
jon that since illegal bunker-
ing has become a phenom-

‘LASG spends N.7million on demolition daily’

he Lagos State Gov
ermnment has warned
that with about N.7
million being expended on
demaolition exercises daily
along coastlines in the state,
it s ready prosecute residents

| that continue to mount the il-

legal structures.

The General Manager of
the Lagos State Physical and
Urban Regional Board, Mr.

| Layi Rabeem has said that
| the demolition exercise

which commenced in the
arcaon December 28 and has
covered less than a kilometer
has cost the stale government
millions of naira so far.
Raheem said that the
huge amount of money being
expended daily at the demo-
lition site along Hubirin by

ing th 1 “that is why
it I8 cusy for vandals to carry
out their illicit business with-
out qualm. The best thing is
for the government to engage
more secanity agents 1 police
the pipeline”, they said,
Some of the community
members who spoke with Edo
Trust averred that if possible
government should engage
the services of the local

been deployed to the provi-
sion of other social ameni-
ties to benefit the citizens of
the state and make life bet-
ter for the grassrools,

He said no government
in any country across the
world would watch while il-
legal dwellers turned it
constlines in a column of
shanties, noting that the
demolition exercise became
necessary in view of the re-
cent Tsunami experience in
South Asia,

He said that five fishing
villages had been developed
in the state by the govern-

ing business to take place.

Besides, the people said
the imvolvement of local com-
maunity vigilanies would make
it ey to know where 1o ap-
portion blame in case of se-
cunty lapses.

The community people
pointed out that sdequate se-
curity would definitely” dis-
courage the perpetrators of
the illicit act of vandalism as
nobody would like to be
caught in the act knowing
fully well the gravity of the
punishment that awaits of-
fenders caught.

cities, constituting a menace. |

e Tsunami) would have |
been worse ifit had happened
here, just because we tend to |
take laws for granted. |

“As an individual, this is |
about the 10th time 1 would |
be coming to this particular I
place for an exercise like this, |
this is not good enough™, he |
said.

According to him, ad-
equate notices had been |
served the residents occupy- |
ing the illegal shanties sever-
ally, while on December 14th
imyw they were served the

li the resi-

notice

ment to date the
fishing community, regret-
ting however that the fisher-
men refused to move in opt-
ing rather o stay near the
coustlines and markets n the

dents did not comply.
Raheem hinted that the
nrea when cleared may be
used by the state government
s & recreation of tourism site. |
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conflict
aver the mcmhmtlllp
of the inditional nuling
families of Arews ﬁulns in
Argungu Em| e,
Sute,

arvil,

2005

By Uthman Abubakar,
Senior Reporter {features) |
ruling houses debunked
what they alléged as the
claims of the myanan Kubi

Emir of Argungu ui‘géd to wade
into rolyal conflict in Kebbi

raily Trase

Newvwws

he National Inland
TW-annyn Authority
and the Benue  State
Marine Police have nsen up
in.arms against illegnl
operators of transport and
work boats at the Buruku
crossing point of River
Kasina-Aln
The agency which
cmbarked on  mass

The ruling houses alleged
that as a stalf of the old
Sokolo State history bureau
then, Jantulli “tampared with
historical records™ by

Kb, Musa Maine lanlnliu
the three ruling families

o wade in decisively,
They specifically want the

atully to desist  from
F::Mml himsell as a
fide member of the
1Anwn ruling  houses

‘m
In a statement signed by
Chairman of their joint
mittee, Alhaji Ahmed
n Yeldu, the three

n Numan
achama  youths from
over the country
ave said the
ontinued  presence of
soldiers in Numan and some
parts of Bach land in

of their bership by
submitring  u recent report
an the matier o the Argungu
Emirate Council ]
authenticate their position
The 12-member
committee  gave the

Tuding his family on the
original list of the Arewa
Gabas genealogical table.

They recalled the
testification and protest lener
by the late district head, Mai
Arewn Hassan, in 1978 and |

inpounding  of boats,
consilered no river worthy or
owned by unlicenced
operators st week, said the
exercise was part of the swift
effort to respond to the
recurrent boat Miship along

historical backg d of
Arcwa Gabas and its three
ruling families of Maidoki,
Abarshi und Durumbu, as
wlclluthuaI:MdnlulmnlEu

1979 ly to both the
Emirate Council and the then
Argungu local govemment
against the inclusion of
Mlmjmllnonllw list of

| the waier ways in the state.
Last year alone, statistics
showed that not less than 50
persons lost their lives or
A the diuésiot goods along Benue water

with supporting

aguinst his claim, describing
him as an intruder among
them which, wit,
dated back to the early
1980s.

ama youths decry presence of soldiers

enderhip o Vekduaswellag | 878 following fecklessness

Waterways authority,
police fight illegal boat
operators in Buruku

From Hir Joseph,

Correaposdent, (Mukundt)
a transport capsized s n
result of over loading, killing
10 persans and goods worth
thousands of nuira drawned,

The agency's Aren
Manager for Benue, Kogi,
Taraba and Adsmawa, Alliji
Rabiu Abubakar Abba, who
spoke to Datly Trust in bis

personnel.

Alhnji Abubakar Abba
who disclosed that the
operators are working under
the unbrella of Tombo
Maritime Nigerian Workers
{TMNW), has majority of
membens operating illegally
as most of them are either
undemged or operating both
without operational survey

kurdi office yesterday,
said the inspection visit paid
1o the Buruku crossing point
Inst week brought two illegal

a petition by the Durumbu = % Skt
family in 1984 allegedly :F::‘W bun::mbn
that jantullu is not mishaps

ey days of December 2004 when

1+ har

by the Chairman and
Secretary of the Bachama
Youths, Mr. Garba

i lI to the peace and
sccurity of the people,
ing for the immediate
 withdrawal of the soldicrs .

und Barrister
Kwamoti Loan respectively
asserted “the soldiers who
have been in Numan for
several months now, killing
and maiming our people
hiold o Wiilidwr without

any further delay.”
The youths said their
pluenec has been over
d by

i mswd by m: Kano
omﬂ Police

Y
State government  through

Elght suspects

|!‘nn Jamilah Nubu Musa,
| correspondent (Kano)

guest house,
Crescent in Kano,

-lh&onmrdnfnl'llﬂ-yw

Hamman.
Aﬁmi year Student of the

% @ prime suspect in the

The AlG Zone [, Sir K.Z
Dudari, disclosed in an

rather than at Abbas road.
He also  debunked

allegations that the head of

the victim was severed from

his body,

The AIG also disclosed
that the car have been
discovered as well as the
instrument used for the
killing, together with some
hla stain clothes and

interview with p in
Bis office suid seven of the
suspects.  were  from
Maiduguri, while the other

m:ngh the AIG said that
investigations have so far
aled that it was a case of
med robbery since the car
the victim was stolen, he
w quick 1o ndd that cultism
~may nat be ruled out.
K.Z Dudari said “Thercis
‘mare 10 1t then meets the eyes |

Akume demands identﬂy of his assailants

o, George Akume of

ue has demanded

to know those who

attacked his motorcade,

killing his friend, Mr, Andrew
Agom, in April last year.

He made the demand,
when the Director-General,
Institute for Peace  and
Conflict Resolution, Dr
Sunday Ochoche, visited him
in Makurdi yesterday,

Gunmien atacked Akume's
muotorcade and killed his
bosom friend, Chief Agom,
and & police corporal on their
way home from Abuja last

w-ptwknwthosn

T issue were being
- or threatened with sack.

| from Vice-President Atiku -

detention and threat 1o their

Buise,

The summit reitrated that
the recent Tri Cenlenary
celebration of the Bachama
Kingdom and presentation of
first class stafl of office was
a delibrate aempt to ridicule
the Bachama tradition, even
as it alleged that many
Bachama civil servanis
especinlly those percieved to
be opposed 1o government
action on the chieftaincy
victimised (NASRDA)
It demanded an apology
Abubakar to the Bachama
people for allegedly fuelling
the Numan crisis, by
attending  the Tri Century
celebration and supporting |

on uni

“the illegal handing of the | United Kingdon
staff of office 10 Asaph Zadok (UK) based Islamic
even when the case is before holar, Shaykh Abu
a Law Coun.™ Usnamah At-thahabi, bhas

The Bachama youths
condemned what they noted
us the anempted abduction
by armed soldiers of Mbanto
Ncll:e Bongo's wife and

d Bach Chiefl

| Froddy Bango.

said that Muslims all over
the world could only be
united if “we all recognise
the oneness of Allah,
Speaking  in Lagos
ently during a lecture
Joimly organised by Nasru-
Lahi-1l-Fathi (NASFAT) and
Deen  Communications
Limited (DCL), Abu
Usaamah, said many

quéstions, which have not
been answered from that
.mnek.

namely Ageve and
Godwin Trouble arrested for
proscution with the help ofa
team of marine police

Alayi Boroffice, was ecently conferred witk National Award of OF: |
M«mmquwmwuwm Picture shaws the DG with hix wife,

u-r--h. mwr.t.qwd

rluric. who lpoke on
“towards a single nation”™,
said apart from recognising
the oneness of Allah,
Muslims could also  be
united if they love one
anether

Said I;e “We talk so much
on unity without

recognising the oneness of

Allah, many Muslims stll
believed thut Allah is every
where, many others believed
Allah  dwells in human
beings. All these heretic
beliefs will always disunite

4 | Musl only procl 4

“Why was | L
oneness of Allah

What are my sins and crimes
and could tg’a: be the price |
have 1o pay for my st os |
for democracy’™ he g

he governor  said
democracy was all about

Taraba  Local

Election

the Musli We can be
united if we all correct our

security; It 15 unfortunate |
that there is no security in the
land,” he said.

On the present :gum ol
the federal governiment on |
bowed nd ity. Akiue. | Abwage (PDP) a5 the duly

Preal | elected chainnan of Dongn
:f;;:’:w P F#nc’mh | Local Govemnment Aren

and wlu:les to ensure | The decision followed a
fairness and justice in the | mAajority judgment reached

 He, however, sad: *'Letus

petition Appeal
tribunal has upheld the
election

of Alhaji Abdulazeez

by three out of the four

the tribunal, Justice
Mok Bk

“Not only that, we have s
limit for load line which
operators must ot excel,
but Buruku boatmen often go
against our regulations,”
Alhaji Abba added that his
agency's aim s 1o regulate

Tholmnmorlhe Bradford
UK mosque said Muslims
should also love one another
as themeselves as this could
also unite them. |

Warning against forming |
societies and organisations, |
Abu Usaamah said.

“Forming ourselves mio
societies and isations |
would always disunite the
Muslims as each society will
always feel good and nbm
the rest.”

The Islamic n:uaion.he .
snid could be practiced
without forming society.

Itwill be recalled that Abu |
Usaamah Atl-Thahabi |
delivered lecture in nujor
N

Donga twwn after the the
clection in March when the
ing  officer  first

nullified the election of
Abagwe and ordered Alhaji
Waziri Mamman of the
ANPP should be declared as
winner of the election.

declared the ANPP |
candidate as the winner
before later reversing his
decision in favour of the PDP
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buja, Jan. 10, 2005
N) Seven people
. e currently helping

shice in investignting the
removal of about N3 million
from the office of NITE
Chief Exccutive Officer
(CED) Mr Rein Zwolsman
The News Agency of
Nigeria (NAN) learnt that the
suspeets included staff of
NITEL, an international
communication firm as well

outlit to complement the
NITEL guards and cight

mobile policemen that
guarded the building.
Sources in the CEQ's

office,” however, said the
management was still 1o
decide on the outfit 10 hire
as most of those that
tendered for the job asked for
exarbitant fees. “One of the
outfits asked for N5 1 million
every month to provide

us an Internel service about 20 guards,” & source
provider. said.
The pects  were M hile, NAN learmnt

arrested lust week for
allegedly breaking into the
office safe of the CEO to
remove some forcign
curmencies,

A stafTof NITEL said the
technicians of the firm and
the service provider had
gone to the ol{'lloe during the
Christmas break to fix the
phones in that office and 10
install equipment for a

that the suspecis were
released on bail at the
weekend, with & condition
that they report everyday at
the station.

A NAN correspondent
who visited the office of the
CEQ observed that the first
compartment of the safe was
sealed with o masking tape
while nl!n:i compartments
were int

reless Internet connection. Zmlmun told NAN that
NAN in he used the
revealed that  the ass private ul’e‘uddm; that

management of NITEL
recently concluded plans o
recruil a privale securily

the doors and windows to
the office were intact when
he returned, except for the

Ierily Trvese

INECWS
Police quiz seven

over N3m theft

compartment where the
maney ws ltrp:

at amount of
Y oy rermoved from
the safie and | kept the moncy
there in case there is an
emergency " he said

Zwolsman  refused to
disclose the exact amount of
money removed, explaining
that the matter was already
with the police.

A staff in his office,
however, said; “It is close to
N3 million and we suspect
that it is an inside job ",

When d, the

Tome and
Principe Joint
Development
Zone(JDZ) is to announce
the successful companics
that won the five blocks put
on offer in December 2004,
before the end of this month.
The Presidential Adviser
on Petroleum and Enengy, Dr
k dmund Daukoru, told the
ws Apency of Nigerin
(NAN) yester in \hujn
that the move would kick start
the exploration of hydro-
carbon resources in the
fone.

*1 believe that before the
end of this month we will get
the necessary high level
approvals and we will
announce the winners

| immediately, "he said.
| NAN recalls that the JDZ

Deputy General Manager in
charge of Corporate
Communications, Mr Tayo
Ekundayo, said he was just
resuming from leave and had
not been properly briefed on
the matter,

His deputies said that
they had not been officially
briefed on the theft and so
could not comment on the
issue as the money removed

“is the personal money of |

Zwolsman which he kept

there while away i!ll

Netherlands™

Prisons require better fundmg to
cope with HIV/AIDS — Labo

e Problem of HIV/
AIDS in the country’s
prisons will require

better funding to check the
spread of the scourge,
according to Dr Hassan
Labo, Chairman, Nigeria
Para-Military HIV/AIDS
Sector Committee,

Labo told the News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN)
today in Abuja that the
commitiee was finding it
difficult to cope with the

Ilud.lncl in the service budget

increasing  number of
s who required
retroviral dru

“The fatalistic nature of
the discase and the cost of
retroviral  drugs  for
medication vis-a-vis the
meager allocation to relevant
sub-heads has not been

in an advocac
inclusion of HIV/AIDS

Two car thieves killed

olice on Sunday killed
len car snatchers an
hour after they operated
at the Minna hajj camp, where
they stole a car, Hon-da.
Police sources told News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in
Minna that the car, 1986 model
Honda, with regis-tration AL
413 KU, belonging to an in-

lcndmg pllgrlm. Mhn]l 5nn|

Kuta, was stolen at the camp.

The police intercepted the
thieves at about 9 p.m along |
Sarkin Pawa-Kaduna road
and in an attempt to_escape |
they were shot dead.

The Police Public Rela- |
tion Officer, Mr Lawal |
Shinfafi, identified one of the |
dead criminals as Umar Sani |
from Zaria.

af
|
|
|

Gow, mxmqtﬂummmwmnm

. of Barno Stase, Alh, Adamy |
Mmuﬁnmmmw...m

1o enable it have
enough funds at its disposal
for the infected prisoners.

Other problems faced by
the commitice include lack of
qualified personnel for
counseling of inmates.

According to him, proper
training is very important
because caring for such
category of inmates should
not be handled without
proper training.

“It is not everybody that
talks about HIV/IAIDS that
can cope with the prison
inmates because ol thcil
peculiar

d o the

| winners on December 31,

| 2004, after receiving 26 bids

| from 23companies but that
did not happen

The bidding round will

fetch the JDZ 433 million

Vusday, .

JDZ setto announce
winners of licensing round

Daukors  said  the
Christmas and new year
holidays actually slow down
nctivities at the JDA

He said the Joint
Ministerial Council (JMC, of
the JDA was currently
unalysing the bids
aimed at ensuring
accountability and trans-

cived

parency.
“We have 1o weigh the
signature bonus benefits

round donot have deep water |
experience, the IDZ would
consider them seriously,

He said the move would
further domicile local content
in the upstream sector of the
oil industry,

The NAN quoted him as
saying that Productio
Sharing Contract (PSC
would be signed with the|
-\.uu.u:ful companies

verius the and

ly the licenses were |

14 het ol
the bidding companies 1o be
able to arrive at a fair
decision,” he said.

The presidential aide
also said the IMC was
Ioaking at the patential of oil
in each of the blocks before
which would soon be
rounded-off.

Although, he said,
nge:un companies that

dollars as sig bosus

d in Iudlhn 2

added. Labo said that there
were many facilities lacking |
in the prisons and noted that |
absence fo such facilities |
posed difficulties in ¢fforts 1o
check the spread of HIV/
AIDS in the prisons.
According to him,
screening centres for the
screening of new inmales are

:ﬁi\\u don’t screen them
at that point, you have a
problems because you may
not be able o monitor them
pmpcrIy afier admission,” he

Anmlucr problem,
according to him, is the

| mobile nature of imprison-

ment wherehy treatment
could be disrupted before the

| Im Economic and
" he | I Crimes
| (.nmrmmun (EFCC)

| yesterday arraigned five
suspeets including three
Nigerians before an Ikeja
High Court, Lagos, on
charges of defrauding an
American, George Blide, the
| sum of N2 million,

Woman sends armed robbers
after husband over divorce

Illcpcdl m‘mml:ﬂ! H
up of armed robber
s who attacked her former
in Maiduguri for di-

vorcing her,
The Bomo State Commis-
sioner of Police, Mr. Adewale
.i\]aklll)'n disclosed this to

completion of their sentence,
¢ further said that those

at a press confer-
ence held at the stale’s po-
lice  headquarters in

under might mot
continue with their treatment
when released from prison
while their condition could
gET Worse

The chairman also said
that irregular auppry nnd.
delay in the supply of drugs
WS A major

health of the infected to

“On the 27/11/2004 at
about 1.00 hrs a complaint
wis received from one Jibrin

ohammed of Raitway Quar-
ters about a group of amed
bandit who stormed his
house at about 0130hrs.
Thcy inflicted severe injurics
onhim and his wife and cared
away valunble items, Upon
l:‘}ucl'npl orlinﬂnmn.n team
fives swung

mm m?“ subsequent]

¥,

From Mah 158

The accused persons are,
Harrison Odinwa { Alias Abu
Belgore), Dr. Tunde
tm.fkum-luknmmdﬂr,
Bayo M. Andrew and others
still on the run.

From lsa Umar Gusau,
Maiduguri.

Abba Bular (male), Luka Sule
{rmaile) and Halima Bukar (fe-
male) were arrested. Interro-
5| ation however revealed that
ey were contracted for the
operation by the victim’s
former wifie (Halima Bulkar) 1o
serve as a punishment o the
enraged hushand for daring
to divorce her. They all con-
ll':ssn! to the crime,” the po-
ice

| Development,

NAN reports that |
studies  revealed the|
presence of between 6 billion |
harrels to 12 billion barrels of |
crude at the zone,

The JDZ was established |
in February 2002 to =xp1u|=
and manage hydrocarbon |
and non-hydrocarbon |
resources in the zone on 60/ |
40 basis in fuvour of

Nigerin, |

Nnm-qﬁumﬂmwmmwwu NAFDAC in Kans

EFCC arraigns five over N2 milion theft

They were preferred with
54 count charges of)
conspiracy, false pretence, |
forgery and altering of |
documents.

According to the char-
ges, the accused persons |
conspired to oblain the said |
sum of money by false|
pretences from George Blide |
of Quest Exploration and |
Virginia, |
United States of America |
{USA) between March 4,
2003 and August 2004,

They were also alleged o
have  knowingly  and
fraudulently forged cor-|
porate Affairs Com-mission
Certificate of Incorporation
of George Blide with
registration number: 06979
purported to have been
wsued on 5 January, 1996,

The prosccutor further
told the court that all the
necused pcl:u;ns forged a

said.

However, while speaking
w Daily Trust. the suspect,
Halima Bukar, denied any
involvement with the armed
robbers

She said that she had no
contact at all with the

S

lics in
Movember |6, 1996, &bcllny
Owen Incorporation’ of
Northern Carolina, USA,
purported to have been
issued by Federal Ministry of
Health,
‘When the charges were
read, they pleaded not guilty
1o the charges.

e e — - — | — ——— — — ————
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NAFDAC i

RUS
troduces n

ABUJA

Perlly: Trviss

drug control policy:

trict regulatory and

control policy meastre

which will ensure that
paticnts obl-un l.'!.h:ui dmgs
only o p f by medi-

WS

| hc overnment of

has said that it

Iln\ constructed a 120

kif wetre  rond  from
M mena o Baga Sula in
L md and that only 20

helders” meeting was Tom= hesmrewe i!ET’\:ry syslem

vened by NAFDAC w ensure
that everybody m the health
sector was involved right
from the planning stage to

wonhd greatly promote ratio-

nal user of drugs and ensure
that patients get the right
uality drugs.

practitioners would come

aeffect on July 1, 2005, as
the National Agency for
Food and Drogs Administra-
thon and Control (NAFDAC)
tukes decisive steps 10 check
the current chaotic drug dis-
mbution system in the coun-
ey,

The Director General of
NAFDAC, Dr. Do Akunyili,
dropped the hint in Abuja
while declaring open a na-
tional health care providers
sakcholders” meeting con-
vened by the agency to fash-
ion out modalities  for
sanitising the present disor-
derly drug distribution net.
work across the nation

D, Akunyili gaid the new
policy measure had become
necessary because the sale
and dispensing of ethical
drugs without presci
were mostly responsil
the serious health

¥ of
the proposed orderly drug
distnbution system,

The director gencrnl main-
tuined that =trict com phance
with the new policy musure
by all stakeholders in the

ponding on behalf of
other stakeholders, the PSN

of the road, which
terminates on the Chad side
of Lake Chad is outstanding.

A press relesse from the
‘works ministry, signed by the
Chiefl Press Secretary (o the
Minister, Mr. Lawrence
U;nhn said the Chadian Am-

President, Mr. Uzo Uwaga,
commended the bold mitia-
tive of NAFDAC, which he
described as long overdue.

to Nigeria, His Ex-
cellency, Ousman Kalibou
Bella, who made the revela-
tion on Monday, when he
paid a courtesy call on the
minister of works in his office,

Ex NBA chairman faults
suspension of Ngige, Uba

he former Migena Bar
Association (NBA)
Chairman, Onitsha
eanch and the Civil Liberties
Organisation (CLO) Chair
man, Anambra State, Mr.
Chukla Obele Cluka, mod Mr.
Eincha Limeaghalas, respec-
tively, faulted Tuesday’s
decision of the Peo fz;
Democratic Party (PFDP)
suspending Governor Ching
Npgc and his estranged
ther, Chief Chris Uba,

rom the party.
R Iy to the

associated with underdase,
overdose, and usage of
wrong drugs, thempeutic
wre and untimely death of in-
nocent paticnts,
According to her, the
hnlthcm providers stake-

decision, the former Onitsha
NBA boss and his CLO coun-
terpart said the two actors
should have been expelled
from the of the
mere 30 days’ i,

Chukka, in his reaction,
saidd: “Unl

he House of Representa-

tives Committes on Sports

and Social Development
and Judiciary Cordially invite the
General Public to the Public Hear-
ing on the Act to provide for the
Natlona'l Lpttery Regulation Com-
mission and the National Lottery
Trust Fund and for Matters con-
nected therewith.
Date: Wednesday 12th

January, 2005
Venue:House Hearing Room 3
Time: 11am.

Sports Committee Secretary
Announcer

From Beatrice
Onuchukwn, Seringer
(Akwu)

date is returned 1o the owner,
there will be no peace in
Ansmbra State. We did not

vole for the PDI; President
Obaxanjo made it clear
wiss a case of two ©
mu?glms over their Joot.”
said the party should
have handed over the two
actors and the INEC officials
who supervised the conduct
of the election 1o the palice,
nol just suspending them,
mid ng that by the party's
o 1y susperid 1
I jdded and abated in the
r! ings, thereby being guilty
of compounding felony.
T his own reaction, the
state’s CLO Chairman, Mr

Umeagbalasi, said tha “PDP
tl!ulnld bc o

elec
missed the suspension of the
two aciors, saying that the
culprits must be arrested, in-
vesligated and prosecuted

suspend them is self-indict-
ment; it is not binding on Ni-
gerians and the laws of the
country, It has nothing 1w do
with the crime committed
PDP should not take prece-
dent over the government of
Nigerin. It is just o political
party in Nigena nml \hnuhl
nol treat | mat-

Chad completes 120km road
construction to Nigeria

By Nasir lmam, Property &
Environment Editor
watidd that Bagn Sula is sepa-
rated from Nigeria by about

100 kilometres of the luke.
1 thanked

ment in the region, ncluding
the World Bank and the Afn-
can Development Bank
(ADB), which are providing
nmm as well ax the bi-
be-

feas)
the federnl government I'ul
the role it is play
sub-region, i “
brokering peace in oubled
countries, hosting refugees

and peace kxp:ng
L;::n'nun ibou Bella flr-
ther said that muny

tween Nigeria and Benin,
Niger and Cameroon to close
ranks in facilitating linking
roads with other countries in
the sub-region,

Senator Ogunlewe in-
formed the drlrgalmn that #

in not only West Alnu bt
also the entire continent, in-
cluding Chad, have benefited
immensely leader-
ship role Nigeria is playing on
the continent

He averned that | fing

has

been set up (o determine ap-

propriate route 1o be selected
s 0 priority among the exist-

ing roads linking the two

countries

He that

said the
M B

& road link between Nigeria
and Chad ‘would benefit
many countries in the region,
including Chad, Niger, Sudan
und Libya,

Responding, the Minmter
of Works, Senator Adeseye
Ogunlewe, reaffirmed the
commitment of the federal
government to providing a
direet road link between Ni-
geria and many countnes on
the Including

2 i %
road linking Migeria throw,

Lake Chad 12 being rehabilis
tated and that the project
would be completed this year,
and advised the Chadian
pgovernmen! to consider the
ihea of establishing 4 Nige-

rvChad national commission |

on road between the two
countrics.

The minister also said that
the six-nation multi-lateral
on the trans-Sa-

Chad, as means of enhancing
trdling relations among mem-
ber countries of the Afncan
Union (AL} und in the spirit
of NERAD,

A fing 1o the minister,

ter as a party affiir. There
must be 8 separntion between
the PDP and the government
~of Nigena,” said Umeaghalas.

President Obasanjo has in-

structed the ministry to work
with ull developiment partsiers
involved in road develop-

haran highway to which
Chad belongs is considering
u wide range of issucs in the
road sector and urged the
government of Chad to be
more closely nvolved in that
forum, which is 4 veritable
platform for bringing up such
]In]mnls the Nigeria-Chad

PRINTERS OF REPUTE IN HIGEHIR

he printing industry in Nigeria has beea providing
monumental printing designs that projects the creativity of
the industry thereby justifying its efforts in bringing out
colourful and beautiful prints for the use of their verious class of

clients. Indeed,

the last four decades has witnessed their

astronomical development at improving the nation’s economy.

In spite of their impacts and contributions to the economic
development of the country, due to lack of a ‘equate publicity,
the activities of most printers are not known to majority of

Nigerians.

Giving the appreciable efforts of the players in the

public and private, suppliers of printing machines ard equipment,
accessories, ete, and in spite of the harsh economic en . ironment
under which they operate, there is the need to appraise the
contributions of the industry, X-raying its challenges as well as
publicise their achievements and activities.

| Media Trust Limited, the publishers of Daily and Weekly Trust

Newspapers  plans to feature

some of the reputable and

outstanding printing companies, manufacturers and suppliers of
printing machines and accessories in a special project package.
The date of publication is Monday, January 24, 2005.

For participation and further enquiries, please contact the Special
Projects Department on any of the following nos:
08037038663, 08042145839, 08023262061, 08028494170

or 09-6720346, 5235787 extensions 124 or 117.
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separate

he leadership crisis
rocking the All
Progressives Grand

Alliance (APGA) has

APGA factions summon
NEC meetings

By Habeed | Pindign
Political Reparier {Senute)

Two separate notices of
meeling circulated by the
rival factions on Friday

Dircctor of Publicity, Okonie
Orji, those expected ot the
NEC meeting include the
party *s nutional officers, state

b 1 at the woekend, as ~ Slated  diffi NEC A National Assembly
the two rival factions s for w and . M of trustees
Pt Wodnesd from
of the party's National  Okoric’s IEW"F acheiiod Eiirope, tho Unied Staies and
Boeuiva Lo tico (NEC)  its parley for Wednesday at Canada, and nhu-r\.tr\ I'mm
APGA  is currently Chida International Hotel, !
factionalised along those Abuja, while the Umeh Commission
behind  the national faction put its own NEC )
Chairman, Chekwas Okorje  Mecting at Arcade Clud Suits  On its pan, the Umeh group
and a group under the party's  10MOOW. announced its NEC' meeting
national Treasurer, Victor According to the notice of  through a notice signed by its

Umeh.

...as caucus stands

by Okorie

northemn caucus of
he All Progressive
Grand Alliance
(APGA) has disowned the
splinter  group  thm
suspended  the party’s
national chairman, Chekwas
Okorie.

The caucus said it was
solidly behind Oko
that the faction backed by
the party's national Secretary,
Sani  Shinkafi, was on its
own

Making the position of the
caucus known o newsmen
ot the APGA secretarit in
Abuja  yesterday, the
Secretary of the north's
caucus, Hajiya Rabi Cengiz,
said the allegations against
Okorie were unfounded , and
therefore there was no basis
for his purporied
SUSpension.

Okorie's side, signed by its

“We the northern caucus
af the party wish to clean the
air and make our stand
abundantly clear 1o ol
totally dissociate ourselves
with such an abnorma move,
devoid of undue
constitutional process,

“We have carefully
investigated all  the
allegations against the
natbonal Chairman and we
are fully unmnu-d that ali
the

upfounded, vexations and a
total biatant lie, fabricated

by the dissidents to suit
their selfish interest”,
Cengrz sand

g that Okorie was
a man of integrity and
honesty, Cengiz added that
Shinkafi “has no mandate of
the northern caucus to act
the way he did. He should
thercfore stop using or
parading himsell inany way
of manner as a member of
the northern cauous

we |

Organising Secretary,
Innocent Ekwu, and the
Publicity Secretary, Ogometu
Ukpe Metu,

The APGA crisis broke
mid-lust month when Umih
and the party's national
scerctary Sani Shinkafi,
alongside six  others,
announced the suspension of
Okaric on allegations of
financial impropricty

But the Okaorie
responded by suspending
those they called dissidents,
and formed a disciplinary

side

panel w try them The panel
I thue 10 present Hs report o
The Naotional Working

Committee wday

i

From left are, Alhafi Saleh Shehu Minister of state works, Senator Ogunlewe Minister of
works, Minister of state water resources, Althaji Bashir Awoturebo and the information
Miniseer, Dr. Chukwuemeka Chikelu during the FEC meeting held at the state House

Abuja ...recently

pis: joe oroye

2007: Marwa’s posters bury Atiku’s

From Hir Joseph,

iﬂ Makurdi Correspondent { Makurdi)

n o style reminiscent of

2003 elections period,

osters of Brg. General
Muhammadu Buba Marwa
(rid) have flooded Makurdi
the Benie S
miuich 5o thit post
carlier, includ
Vice Presi

been

Abubakar  have
completely buried
Posted on strategically

d public stands,
including bill boards and
= s within

town, the posters which
“Marwa for 2007 have
those of Atiku which

were posted between October
and November of 2007
Although  the people
behind the act have all the
while remained unknown,
inquiries  from strong
supporters of the presidentinl
hopeful revealed that the
generality of Henue pmpI.L
are daily yearn
candidature af

presidency come

North urged to immortalise Wada Nas

civil rights
Commade Sheho S
has called on &

governments  and
societies in northorn Nigeria
to eulogise the late Minister
of Special  Duties, Alhaji

civil

Nassarawa ANPP boss remains put

decamping of ANPP top
hots to the ruling Peoples
Demaocratic Party (PDP), the
Nussarawa State Chairman of
the !\NI'F' Joseph Umaru,

In spite of the recent mass

From Godwin Tyunango
Reparter, in lafiva

decampees well in their new
lenl.

Llmaru said that those who
. ped from ANPP were

has in put with
the opposition party.

Ir n chat with Duily Trust
Saturday in Lafiya, the party
chieftain maintained that
principles will not warrant
him to resign from the party,
even as he wished the

exercising their franchise,
observing however that a
one-party state is not  the
best for a complex society
like Migeria and that there
can only be vibrant
politicking through vibrate

OpPOSItIoNs.

On Saturday, about one
hundred thousand supporicrs
of the ANPP in the staie
among them, the interim
National Chai n of the
party, Alhaji Aliyu Doma,
moved to the l‘nP

Albaji
Ibrahim Ojiji AND Adamao
Akiwi, respectively, moved o
the ruling PDT:

IBB campaign groups

s pari of efforts 1o
harmonise the
psitions of all the

groups clamming for the
retum of President Thrahim
Habangida, the north ceniral
branch of the “Nigeria
Project™ has succesfully
brought together more than
30 groups and individuals
under one platform,

The groups which met in
Abuja, Saturday, reserved
that to work together would
be more beneficial to the
cause of drafting the former

president into the 2007
presidential mce, mther than
buving a divided house,
newly appointed
sirnan of the harmonised
s, Alhaji Abdul Malik
. who briefed the
press alongside the secretary
qml the nuhllm_-, secrelary
of the harmonised body said
henceforth, all the groups in
the north central trying to
draft IBB  into the
presidentinl mee have agreed
w work under one platform
e said it was not difficult

bringing the ¢
because
COmImon
o ensure
military pre
2007 electic

So far secording 1o Salaww,
the groops  have decided 1o
set aside party other in onder
to work together for the
commin goal

To strenght  the new
structure, the chairman of the
narth eentral group of the
“Nigeria project” disclosed

that all the 30 positions

From Alyu Haruns,
Correspondent, Koduna
Wada Nas, by establishing
monuments s pame strecty

ofter him,

Speaking to Daily Teust
exclusively in Koduna
Comrade Shehu stressed the
need for the
appreciate whom Alhaji
Wada Nas is, in order to
ensure that people have a
glimpse of whal e struggbed
for, while he was alive

According to him, the
north, as a region should not
wait for the people in the
southern part of Nigeria o
name street and monument
afier him, pomting oul thai
something must be done for

merge

within the structure |
been divided equall
the states from the

Tegion ta

onarimous on L
on IBH 1o join
because according
the former military p

who has done much for the
growth of the country

This he said was evident in
the quality of life Nigerians
were living in the period 1BB
was in government.

him 1o be remembered
Commde Shehu, who is
the President of Civil
ess (CSC), a
-governmental

organisation based in
Kaduna, said that the late
minister was o consiste and
COUMMEOOLS tan, saying, ot
e lived o very simple ind
exemplary in life.

The eivil right actix ‘st
disclosed thut although there
are lots of issues which
dificred with the Iate minister
in terms of principle and
deology, he however
rescrved o very strong respect
for his Kind of consistency in
what e behieved

Comrade Shebu Sani, who
was privileged to meet the
late munister m the eve his
ath, said that his last
10 him was that his
sirugg
to bring about
and  proper
¥ in the country,

out that

were not aboul

were

omnting his

luredd that the nonh
i general
\|I| lose him in his pro-
active position, agitation and

He o

e country

his own peculiar kind of

setivism, saying that this part
of the country is known to be
docile and fantastic.

He also said that the kind
of views. suggestions and
polities of the late minister
had made him more of an
individual force within
himself,

On the late minister’s
strong opposition against
President Olusegun
the
activist said that AThaji Wada
Nas had said it severally that
e did not dislike Obasanjo
porsonally, but rather the
policies of his government,
adding that there ane cases
when he openly supported
the government. citing the
case of dechuration of stute of
emergency in Platesu State.

Obasanjo’s regime,

He disclosed that the late
minister may not have
thousands of followers,
saying that there are millions
ol people tha rod his
principles, views, idens and
Al that he stood for

On some sections of the
country that at all he
was doing was just o noise,
the civil o rated their

belicfs, saying that poise is
very importani in democrcy
us democracy s all about
freedom of  speech,
expression and Grritating
people in the position of
lendership, which could bring
about necessary changes.
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Adamawa supports
Atiku’s presidential bid

Vice President Atiku

Tw ruling pasty, Peoples
Democratic  Party
(PDP), has approached
a Federal High Court in
Abuja for an order directing
conduct of fresh elections
into the 20 cons onally
recognised councils in Lagos.

The party is also seeking
u preservative order of the
court directing payment of
the funds

standing to the credit of
the councils to the court or an
interest yiclding account in
either

Union Bank or First
Bank.

The suit, which came up
before Justice Binta Murtala-
Nyako today in Abujn, has
been adjourned to Feb. 7, for

hearing of the application on |

the preservative order.
Tt will be recalled that the
Supreme Count had on Dec,
10, last year directed the
immediate payment of
statutory allocations due to
Lagos State for the benefits
of only the 20 councils

recognised by Section 3 (6) |

of the first schedule

of the constitution.

The allocations were
hitherto withheld on the order
of President Olusegun
Obasanjo on the ground that
Lagos State created 37
additional councils to the 20
existing ones.

The order was also based
on the fiasct that elections into
the councils were condi

he Deputy Governor,
Alhaji Bello Tukur,
T sanidd thai the people

of the stute would support the
candi-dature  of  Vice-
President Atiku Abubakar in
the 2007 presidential
elections. ;

Fielding questions from
journalists in Yola at the
weekend, Tukur said that the
aspiration of the Vice-
President was a collective
resolution of the people of the
state.

PDP wants fresh
LG polls in Lagos

the 20 coune their
canchdates had great chance
of success and when clected
they would be the appropriate
persons to manage the fund |
1o e disbunied

Methodist Bishop of
Abakaliki Diocese, the
Rt. Rev. Geolfrey

| Agupusi, has ssked the armed
forces “to focus on their
pmfessiunnl service, rather
than get involved in po

Agupusi gave the advice
in & sermon to mark this

Cathedral of Holy Trnity in
Abakaliki.

“As  professionals,
Nigerian soldiers should be
guided by the tenets of

their job, which entails
selfless service, obedience
and sacrifice of their lives 1o
their nation,” he stressed

According to Agupusi, “a
situation whereby soldiers

— Dep. Gov.

He said Abubakar was a
bridge builder and “secs
himself as a Nigerian with a
sense of commitment to
finding solutions to the
problems in the country™.

“In Adamawa, we do not
sce the Vice-President as just
an indigene of ihe siate but a
statesman who contributed
immenscly to the develo-
pment of the state and the

n:nmn
governor said
| that Ahuh:lur had demon-
| strated high degree of loyalty
to  President Olusegun
| Obusanjo and all the policies
|'and programmes of the
| administration.

“To ensure continuity of
these laudable programmes,
the Vice-President, who has
| been part of the government,
| should be the successor off
| Pres basanjo,” he said.

Cleric advises soldiers to
stay clear from politics,

peaceful co-existence of
various groups.”

The bishop also noted
that “even as retirees, soldiers
should not
politics, as
that of
completcly different.

“As 2007 draws nearer,
you will be hearing of one
former military man or the

other nursing ambition to
clinch one political position
or another.

“Put it is quite wrong for
that to befall a nation like
Nigeria,” he stressed,
Agupusi made o strong case
for the prosmpt payment of the
saluries and pensions of both
serving and retired soldiers,
describing it as “a reci-

HOW fum | tors lifting

| oil, engaging in active
other businesses
resorved for civilians is
wrong.

“As soldicrs, God will
certuinly demand to know
how you performed your
duties.

“You have clearly defined
duties of protecting your
nation’s territorial
boundaries from all forms of

| | ttack, ubeymg constituted

without allowing the
National Assembly o pass
the necessary Act

under section § (3) of the
constitution. In the suit, filed

by the Lagos State PDP |

Chairman,

Alhaji Muritala Ashorobi
and 10 others, the party
claimed that when the state
government announced iis
intention to conduet election
it the 57 newly ereated
councils they protested
against it.

they boyeotted the couneil
elections at the end of which
only memhers of Alliance for
Democracy (AD) were

»  retumed unopposed,
They eontepded that
 ireshelections weme beld win

% the

The plaintiffs said that |

18

for their sacrifice™

In his remarks, Ebonyi’s
Deputy Gov. Chigozi Ogbu
advised the clergy "o always |
pray for our soldiers in their
duty of safeguarding the
nathon”,

Oghu offered prayens for
the souls of d

‘Gov. Aliero

ov. Adamu Aliero
GKahbi has reiterated
his opposition 1o the

ﬁgﬂl

Aligro has distanced
himself from the state House
of A bly which intend:

creation of new emirstes in the
state. He told newsmen in
Bimin Kebbi at the weekend
that “it is not the priocity

of my administration now
and in the future.
“1 do not see how the
creation of new ermiries
bring about development
any state; rather, it is an
additional burden on both the
state and the local govemment
where they are created. “t is
an additional busden, as you
have to build palaces for Ih:

create new emirates and the
Emir of Gwandu, Alhaji al-
Mustapha Jokolo, has
absolved him from any blame
over the passage of the bill
on the issue.

inst more emirates in Kebbi

However, the Assembly has
vowed (o override the
governor if the bill is

not assented to 30 days

those of Jega and Alicro

'Kano assembly passes

Ko state House of
I Assembly has
appropriated N46, 136

billion for the 2005 fiscal year.
The amount showed an
muwdnucllm N4bu|||un

new cmirs, buy b
them ...nl:rfalhﬂ'ﬂlmllc
| stafl; it is sheer unnecessiry

face of

octs,

the

their familics and the nation

Chance of success and
when elected they would be
ihe appropriate persons to
manage the fund 10 be
disbursed

the list mm o
}-mfma*.__.m. e s

would rather support the
creation of additional lecal

e, “ns they will
brng d

memrﬂybyh

| state governor, Malam Iheahim
hurden for the government 1o | Shekarau,

Shekaray  had  carlier
a proposal of N4 165
billion o the ussemnbly for

The 5 af the House,
Alhaji Sa’idu Gani, told

f closer to
the people™

committe.

He said that with the
increment, N21.035 billion wis
earmarked for recurrent
expenditure whike N25.1 bilbon

was allocated for capital

| Pryects.

Gioni directed the 44 Jocal
government councils in the state

| o submit their biadget

2005 budget

directing conJduct of fresh
clections  ‘ate  the 20
constitutio iy recognised
coumncils in Lgos.

The p v s also socking a
proserve « nder of the court
diroctic yment of the funds

stane' 01 the credit of the
cot 13 the court or an
. weidfimg mooount in either

" wn yank or First Bank.

o

A he suit, which came up | 2=

Yy fie Justice Binta Murtals-
* 0 today in Abuja, has been
adjoumed 10 Feb, 7, for hearing
of the application on the
preservative order. [t will be
recallod that the Supreme Coust
s on D 10, bt year dinccted
the immediate payment of
statutory allo-cations due to
Laguos State for the benefits of
only the 20 councils

by Section 3 (6) of the fim
schedule of the constitutioe.
The allocations werc

before the Feb. 14,
He also reminded lhc

President Obuscgun

on the ground that La-gos State | =

ks prontytoyouth  created 37 addi-tional C
empowenent o the 20 existing oncs,
PP secks fiesh LG polls in “The onder was also basod on
Lagos the fact that elections into the
Abuja, Jan. 10, 204(NAN)  councils were conducted
The ruling party, PDP. has ot allowing the Na-tional |
approgched 4 Federl High.

Cmmm.lbujnfwmm:ler )
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- pain’s Carlos Moya
rallied to defeat
Thailand’s Paradorn

srichaphan and retain his

‘hennai Open title on

Junday, then donated his
ning purse to tsunami
elief efforts,

The top-seed battled back
rom 5-2 down in the
leciding set to prevail 3-6 6-
I 76 in a final lasting over
wo-and-half hours.

Around 200 people died
n the southern Madras city
done, a short drive away
rom the tennis stadium, when
he devastating tsunami
- vaves struck south and cast

‘sia two weeks ago,

“I'm very concerncd
ihout what happened a week

-

before | came here and want
to donate all the prizemoncy
to tsunami victims,” Moya
suid.

Paradorn, Asia's top
player and winner in 2003,
appeared set to avenge last
year's final defeat before
Moya reeled off four games
in a row.

The disheartened
Paradormn saved three match
points, two in the tichreak,
before Moya clinched it 7-5
o secure his | Sth career ATP
title,

Paradorn had dominated
the first set, the 25-year-old
Thai hitting deep and moving
tor the net 1o finish

Tszyu agrees to
Hatton showdown

champion Kostya Tszyu

says he has agreed to
ight Ricky Hatton in
Aanchester on 5 June

The Russian-born
\ustralian told his website
bat he expected the bout o
ake pince at the MEN Arena
L (400 BST for the benefit
of viewers in America

“I'll tra m here
Australia] and when | go
here I°ll train at four in the
noming, which means my
ime clock won't change,”
aid Tezyu.

“I"'am going to sleep
luring the day. 1 don't care
vhat the media say.”

But Hatton's promoter
‘rank Warren bas indicated
here are still details to sort
wt before the fight is
onfirmed, and admitted he
will talk to the UK's Sky TV

IBI" light welterweight

ompany, who would prefer |

a N earlicr shot
Manchester’'s  MEN
\rena has been provisionally
woked for the contest but
Varren has not ruled out
witching to an omidoor
enue.
Tiaryu will reportedly cam

t least $5m (£2.7m) for the

out, which would be one of
e boxing highlights of 2005,

He re-asserted himsel [ as
ne of the best pound-for-
ound fighters in the world
shen returning from a 22-
aonth injury lay-off to
werpower Sharmba Mitchell
nside three rounds in
“hoenix in November.

He has a record of 31 wins
gainst just one defeat, a
Oth-round loss to Vince
hillips in 1997,

And he insisted his skills
re in no way diminishing,
it the age of 35,

The reason people who
e gol success start losing
because of o dn'p in lil:ll

1 have people behind me
ke my father who will make
wre | will train very hard all

the time and | am happy with
this, | expect this,

“The last chapter in my
hook has not been written and
I don™t know what kind of
chapter it is going 1o be, but |
am excited.

“1 will be hungry to train
and hungry to fight and prove
1o all the Pommics | respect
the guy a lot, but he is still a
contender,

Hatton has won all 38 of
his professional bouts, with
28 of those victories inside
the distance. The 26-year-old
has successfully defended his
lightly-regarded WBU title
15 times,

Federer’s class all in the

oger Federer’s

resctions wre showing

curious hints of unce-
rainty. As the world's greatest
tennis playver flew to Australia
yesterday for the defence of
the first of his three Grand
Slam tithes in a week’s h
e did not always sound like
aman who has won 14 finals
and 21 matches in a row, has
won 44 of his last 46 encou-
nters, and has started the new

Grievin
lympic 10,000
champion Kenenisa
Bekele has pulled

out of the Great Edinburgh

Cross Country following the

death of his fiancee last

Tuesday.

Alem Tachale, who was

due to marry Bekele in May,

collapsed while
run with him or
if the Ethiopian capital Addis

Ababa.

“Hes still in no shape 1w
race,” said Bekele's manager
Jos Hermens,

“But be will be back und
I thank the race organisers fior
their understanding and
compassion in these circums-
tances,”

Bekele, n two-time winner
when the event was staged in

ng Bekele

Praily

Maoya, the 1998 French
Open winner, however,
showed better control over his
trademark forchand shots w
cluim a see-saw second set

Traxe

Spport

Charitable Moya downs Paradorn to retain title Bl Re

which featured five breaks of
serve,

“1 felt 1 was not
controlling the match and he
was playing too well,” Moya

said. “But | never gave up, 1
played miy best tennis.”
“Carlos deserved 1o win,”™
said Paradom. “We played a
great match,™

Spain '\ Carlos Moy ¢ elebrutes ufter winning the ATP Chennai Open in Madras, India on

af laxt year s final encounter.

Yeuar as empl
finished the Im

Federer did not drop his
serve, let alone a set, in his
five matches o win the $1,00-
0,000 Qatar Exxon Mobil
Open, Yet despite overwhe-
Iming Ivan Ljubicic 6-3, 6-1
in a final which lasted little
over an hour, he declared the
outeome “a relief™,

This was the same unexp-
ected word which the triple-

Newcastle, was scheduled 1o
be the star attraction at the
new Holyrood Park venue
next Saturday,
Techale,

18, made her

grand slam title holder used
when announcing that Tony
Roche had agreed, after
almost & year's deliberation,
to become his part-time
coach.

Federer had the best year
of his career without a coach
But the explanation is
probably simple. The Swiss is
unsure about setting new
goals after a season like the
last. Winning four grand

debut for Ethiopia in the
1500m at the 2002 World
Youth Championships,

The cause of death is still
unknown and her funerl was
held in Assela, 150 miles cast
of Addis Ababa, on Wedn-
esday,

Hekele is scheduled to run
in the Boston Indoor Games
on 29 January, the Norwich
Union Cirand Prix in Birmin-
gham in February and the
World Cross Country Champ-
ionships at the end of March.

Matthew Turnbull, athle-
tics director of |
meeting, said: y
involved in organising the
event understands the trauma
Ihe must be going through

“We offer our deepest
condalences in this very sad

Sunday. Moya retained the title by defeating Thailand s Paradorn Srich-aphan in a repeat

slams in one year is frequently
described as impossible in the
madern game and, if 2005 is
not to become o year of let-
downs, this particular Austr-
alian Open assumes even
greater importance for him,
“The mental challenge is
going to be hard,” Federer
admitted earlier in the week.
Which may provide context
to his remark that he had been
“surprised, in 8 way™ to have

misses Edinburgh

moment of grief.

“We said from the very
beginning that the decision
about Bekele's panticipation
wus one we would leave
personally to the athlete and
wotally respect his decision.™

Bekele was beaten only
once in 2004, when he fini-
up to Morocean
2] Guerrouj in the
5,000m final

But he relieved Haile
Gebreselassie of his Olympic
10,000m crown and his
5,000m and 10,000m world
reconds

He also completed a third
straight long-course and
short-course double at the
World  Cross  Country
Championships.

at Lyon in

doubt

ragilian  striker
B Giovane Elbcr'l'

future at Lyon is i
doubt after he walked out on
the French champions.

Elber, 32, underwent
surgery on an ankle injury
without consulting the club’s
miedical team,

Although o lengthy
absence is on the cards,
Elber’s situation could alert
Premiershi .,

Lyon President Jean-
Michel Aulas said: “His status
as the highest-paid player at
the club implics
responsibilities which have
not been respected.™

The French champions do
not expect Elber to return 1o
the club this month and Lyon
wcted quickly by signing his
triot Nilmar 1o boost
ack.
las said: “Elber used
the press to make critical and
probably libellous comments
on Lyons medical services

“Bul that's not to say
there's been a split with
Elber.”

The Brazilian striker
revealed in December that he
had held talks with Borussia
Muonchengladbach about 2
possible returm 1o the
Bundesliga,

Lyon pakd Bayern Munich
£2.7m for Elber last scason.

won the 23rd title of his
cireer.

“In the first tourmament of
the year you never know what
will happen,” he explained
“There is a lot on my shoul-
ders. | fielt the pressure com-
ing into this."

1f Federer folt that bere, he
is likely to feel it mone next
week, This week may be a
little less stressful because the
Kooyong tournament which
he will grace, rather than
ither §; or Auckland, is
merely an exhibition, But
there are still important tasks
1o perform,

He played only night
matches in Qatar, mostly in
unusually cool conditions. 1
will need to get used to the
heat,™ he smd. “That will
make the bounce different.
‘We will see whether it was the
right decision to come here

n we sec how | do at the
Aussic Open.”

Federer was able 1o coach
himself through the mini-
crises of the final, when
Ljubicic had him at love-40
in the seventh game and love-
30 when serving for the first
set, hitting with rhythm mither
than power, “After that | think
I broke his belief and that was
exnctly what | wanted,” he
said, In Melbourne, the
resistance will last longer and
Roche's presence be
much more than merely relicf.




N)\I UN«L LIBRAE

&Y OF NI

Tucsday,

Luxemburg

st twd. maiches it his
reign wnd already a
quickfire promise by sew
coach Wanderiey
Luternbuargy books w be com-
g rue w Real Madrid
A day after aking over
froen wopgap Mariano Ganca
Remon on December 30
Luvcmburgo sud thal Real,

fromts this seavon, would
adopt more of a Brariban ap-
pruach,

A i the space of 10 days
Real have boon gatvanned

Vanuary 11,

2iHIS

win over Atletico Madrid
reads minstes played 97,
goaks fow, poals concoded
Bone and, more epetantly,
s pounts i the bag

And with Barca knmg 30
t Villarrcal, the mountae to
b hat wan 3 12-puim defl-
<u three games ago has boon
rimmmed 1 3 more blk-hike

The Bramlian approsch o
certainly rubbing off on
Remabde,

Luvernbungo’s flest gaene was
emugh to secure a win
sgain Real Sockedad cou
tesy of Zmedine Zudane's
penalty. the “roplay ™ coming
& month aller 3 boax bomb
threat from wrmed Basguc
scparattid goosap ETA forood
ths game 1o be abandoned
Lavermbuigo, Rosl's fifkh
coach im |5 months, b x -

oadod m the ach despite &
Copa Amenics waoss - ol
 romnamticnd who woubd e

Germany loses show;umping gold

«—uﬂh‘:
Athens  Olympics

ity Traps

S];)orts z
0 injects passion into Real

we soorod three goals. | am
gy with the result. though
ot 50 maech with the perfin-
mmance

The pertormance issuc has
refused © go away all s
son with the wde sorapping
for wins and parcly lving up
o s ~galactic™ billing

“In i socond half owr -
valy pat us under prowune
and coeld have leveled,™

oo 12 e th thse Turin
Wit i ik about tha
e weltamtdbone™ B sk o
Bl fhun ey 15 inclis-
B Wil i i

B X Prevadens
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hexve made ety o
el pooeds froe
My 0-0 drarm wtk Manches
ter Unsted 2t (O Tral%oed i
the FA Cuspafice e BB cow-
firmed 0 wonddd screen et
replay fve
The ta hes becs pe= back
w Wedacsday, Janusry 19,
witha 7 A Spn hick off_aflos -
ing the comatry 3 chence to
sor whether the noo-Lesgae
minnoas can dmnp Sir Ales.
Ferguson's side o of the

Exeter

The cutzz | 50000 o
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s onarads Swromash Sary tuo
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coough w0 wgpe oot e o
ot debe. Cumgh brsadcae
cights, gate receipis sad
Mooy money.

Wi v bad 2 daffacadt e
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o years 2g0. Bax wr st
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el Bl b
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Wheelchair tennis debuts at Aces tourney

bout 40 playery will
Acumpﬂc in the first

Wheelchair Temnis
Tournatment, belng staged ss

part of the ”niAm National
Junjor Li-16 i

Wheehchuir Tennis Federation
(IWTF) and we are already
planning to compete in the
next All Africa Games, the
2006 Commonwealth Games
in Melt and the 2008

ship.

The players made up of 12
men and gight Tadies would
feature in the event, which
opened yesterday in Lagos.

Frank Tarmena, Head
Coach (Wheelchair Temmis)
with the Nigerm Tennis Fed-
eration (NTF), told the News
Ageocy of Nigeria (NAN)n
Lagos, that the federation or-
ganived u woek Jong infenive
Ernining course for the players

Fuhead of the toumument

According to him, the NTF
organived conching clinics s
well as stuged exhibition
rrumiches in vrious parts of the

| country as part of initiatives
to create warencss for the
cvent

“We plan to hold exhibition
matches in clobs and special
hemes in various parts of the
country, W fish out talenis."

Tarmena noted that kids in

b

-
Fapecial homes who have

wheelchairs would be much
wakier (o truin in the spor.
“We may just start-ofF with

and catch balls as well as pull-

et in und.”™ he explained.

The cosch sdded thai |
| wheelchuir teanis would now |

“.be integrated into all local |

| toumaments organised by the |

| NTE

| “Wheelchair tennis in Ni-
geria ks now recognised and

| nifilied to the Intermational

trakning thorn on how to throw |

ing the wheelchnir with rack- |

Beijing Olympics™.

On how special athletes
were taking the new sport,
Tarmena said some of the

Barcelona's Brazilian striker .Ruml'd‘lnlm centre, is tockled by Villarreals Gonzalo Rodrigues during a Spanish League

match al the Madrigal Stwdium in Villarreal, Spain on Sunday, Villarreal won the match 3-6.

players have welcomed the
addition

“You see, tennis gives you
u distinct personality because
it is an individual spon thm
has a dress code and some dis-
tinet pattern of behaviour
Even as new s the game is in
Nigeria, the players arc lcam-
ing fass o adapt.”™

Tarmenn, then pleaded with
sports philanthropists and cor-
pormte organisations o donaic
toward the promotion of the

event.

"The IWTF would be sup-
porting us with equipment
while the NTF will purchase
s, just as we alvo expect
donations rmm v |d|.m|»

and cofporale DIganise: |
tions,” ndded the conch. |
Abel Ubiebi, coordinator
of the 2nd Aces National
Junior U-16 champioaship
oddded that wheelchair tennis
wits introduced into the on-
going championship ns part
of initiatives 1o create for
sport

Siasia names
Flying Eagles
squad

amson  Siasis has

named a final squad of

18 players including
three foreign-based mars for,
the African Youth Champ
ship which kicks off in™Y
Cotonou, Benin Republic,
this weckend

“1 hope with this quality 18
players, Flying Eagles will
not only win & World Youth
Championship (WYC) ticket
to Holland, bui go ahénd to
win the African Youth Cham-
plonship (AYC)in Benin Re-
public.” said the former inter-
national striker.

The three foreign-based
sturs are Hertha Berlin striker,
Solomon Okoronkwo;
Maccabi Tel Aviv right wing
stir, Bermard Okoronwanta
and surprise inclusion,
Adeyemi Olubayo of Hapoe!
FC, lsracl. Stasia told KICK
QFF that he opted for two
poalkeepers, six defenders,
five midficklers and five at-
thekers

He, however, admitied™ It
is not going to be casy in
Benin because the other
countries will do everything
posaible 10 sop us. Bul my
boys are desperate o make
names for themselves and the
country. They have promised
1o be at the World Youth
Championship in Holland
this year. |

“We have prepured so hard
for this championship and it
100k us time and hand work
1o cume out withs this list of

Marseilles splash cash on Lobi star

| ewly-capped Super
Eagles defender Taye
Taiwo roturned to
| Nigeria on Sunday night af-

a half year deal with French
Ligue 1 side Olympigue Mar-
seille, who Have agreed u
transfer fee of 100,000 US
dollars (about 14 million
naira) for the player.

A representative of US.
based Sporis Management
Company Cio-Score based in
Nigeria confirmed 10 KICK
OFF that the 19-year-old left
wing back is happy about the
deal, and would be teaming
up with the former European
champions after playing for
Nigeria at the African Youth
Champianship starting in
Benin this weekend.

It was previously reported
that Marseille will be signing
the budding Lobi Stars ace

for three years but further
negotiations saw both parties
agreing on a two and & half
Year contract.

A left-sided pliyer en-
dowed with a temific shot,

Taiwo shol into miemational
reckoning afler turning out
for Nigera against South Af-
rien at the Nelson Mandels
Challenge contest in Johan-
nesburg last November.

| igerian soccer ref-
erees recently el
| evated to the interma-

ponal rank will reccive their
FIFA badges on Saturday in
llorin, the Nigeria Referces
Assoctation (NRA) said yes-
terday in o stalement in La-
g

The statement signed by
NEA's publicity secretary,

et i Vs, stidd all the ref-

NRA holds badging
‘ceremony for referees

crees including assistant ref-
erees, should arrive in Hotin
&

ceremany, Yusuf, said,
would be preceded by the
NRA exccutive meeting on
Jan. 14, wdding that all the
aational officers, zonal co-
ondinatons, elders and mem-
beni of the barrd of nutees
were expected in attendance
al the mecting.

Eagles set for African fiesta

lying Eagles continued

their impressive fomiin

their build up towards
the African Youth Chamiplon-
ship starting in Benin Repub-
lig this weekend by holding
both double champions Dol-
phin FC and Insurance to
draws in wanm-up ties.

The team’s head coach,
Samson Swsia, told KICK
OFF on Sunday,” The team
played a 1-1 drow against In-
surance in Benin city on Sun-
duy in another wugh friendly
where leam captain,

Promise lsuac, scored for
the nutional Uncher-20 team.”

The ersawhile Super Eaglles
forward showered prazses on
his team, “The team played
well against Dalphin and -
day In Benin, they have
shown their preparcdness jo
win & World Cup tieket for
Nigena when action begins in
the AYC™, Siasia told KICK
OFF,

The team will leive for
Henin Republic on Wednes-

day vin Lagos and the head
woach has promised 1o take o
the competition only an form
and it players.

He also revealed: “Taye
Taiwo could not feature in the

Also o key member of the |
Nigerin U-20x, he helped the
Flving Eagles secure a ticket
1o Bernin when he blasted the
winger for Nigeria's 3-2 vic-
tory over Burk Burkina Faso

two friendlics against Dol-

phin and Insurance because
hie had 10 be away 10 5o oul
4 personal isste, He will join
us in Lagos before we travel
1o Cotonou on Wednesday™.

d players. We only

nead luck on our side and the

prayers of soccer loving Ni- |

gerians to achicve our goals
in Benin.”

Speaking on Okoronkwo
whao has yet fo score for his
team since he resumed rain-
ing with the leam after beng
down with chicken pox,
Siasin assured, “Solomon
will start sooring spain when
the chips are down i Benin.”

The team will ravel to
Henin on Wednesday, three
days to the commencerent of
the AYC.

The players are
Gonlkeepers; Ambrose
Vanzekin (Insurance) und
Danicl Akpeyi {Gabros).

Defenders:  Chinwo
Kennedy (Dolphin), Taye
Taiwo (Lobi Stars), Apam
Onyekachi (Rangers), Mon-
duy James (Nasoye Babes,
Lagos), Dele Adeleye (35C)
and Edeki Johnbull (Insur-
anee)

Midflelders: Bernard
OkoronwantaMaccabi Tel
Aviv, lsrael), Kola Anobi (In- |
surance), Bazuaye Daddy
(Insurance), Adeyemi Olu- |
bayo {Hapoel FC, Ismel)and |
Yinka Adedefi (Pepsi Foor- |

| bull Acodemy, Lagos) |

Forward: 'romise [sasc
{eaptam), Solomon Ckoron-
kwo (Hertha Berlin, Ger-
many), Obinna  Nsofor
(Kwarn United), Solomon
David {Enyimbia) und Leany
Obedial (Gabeos),




Tuesdlay

Pompey

nuary 11,

battle to

keep Aiyegbeni

esperate. Portsmouth
plnyed Yakubu
Aiyegbeni in an FA

| Cup game Saturday o as 1o
eup-tie him and make him less
attractive to potential buyer.

And as it would be ‘The
.Vnk‘ went an to score a
‘ second-hall winner against
Gillingham and propel
Pompey 1o the fourth round

of the cup competition.

New Pompey boss Vellmir
Zajec has made it clear he
means to keep wstriker

| Aiyegbeni Yakubu for at least
the rest of the seavon.

The Nigerian marksman
soored his 11th goal of the
weason and 15th in as many
home starta since lasi
February 1o knock
Championship strugglers

| Gillingham out of the FA Cup
it time whien his future, with
the January transfer window
| open, is under seratiny,
But it was a major 1ift for
fans when Yakubu,
who has hod 0 £12m price-tag.
et iy Chiad Milan

club comes first in our
thinking.

“But we will not sell a
player out of our price, We are
not in that sort of & hurry.™

And he has been in
discussion this weck with
chairman Mandaric aver a
likely replacement [for
Yakubu if the striker goes

“Hopefully we can keep
Yak until the summer &t
least,” wald team-mate Steve
Stone, who came on as o
second-half substitute on
Saturdny, “but his record and
the form he's been In here
shows whty even the big clubs.
like Chelsea, Manchester
United and Arscnal are
Inmerested in him,

“It would be groat i he's
atill here after the end of the
month because that meany
he’s here for the rest of the
season." .

Py need 1o ruise big
money for the Nigerian

Mandaric, sturted Satrday's
| hird-round tie in which Zajee
rested  weveral key
performers. It means his

top inl buyers

s his
chub, Isracli team Maccabi
Haifh, still own a phece of biim
and  would  demand
consultancy and eventually o

s now t\'.duced o pulmllnt
buyers this season s he s
cup-tied,

And a smiling Zajec said:
“That is why we put him on
there. Yakubu is 8 big talent
and u big player. For sure, he's

| 15e of any
transfer business.

0

¢ attention  of
Nigeria's sporting
public will shift 1o

Fraeily Trvise

My Tuialla Usniaru Lere,
Cirongr Sporey Editor

| one of the best attackers there | todny’s NFA board meeting  Secretary-General Taiwo
is, and this team seems to | in Abuja, as the r“:::i Ogunjobl  and olh;;
:fu? og Oy next line of action raumu' the shake-up in the
f |nst week's norimony and  secretariat.
L T v
for the cliib, The football buffs are leionllhllﬂllbnud,
very important expocted to take a firm  under intense

.hmrahmnmdun

'Eagles star faces two year ban

| seems (o be no
| end to the troubles of
Engles

protracted transfer

.wmale with former club

{Wisla Plock, Ekwueme

| uppears (o have got himsell

| imto hot water that might lead
| to & two-year FIFA ban.

Sources from both Poland

| and Grecee say the player

| signed two contracts for two

| different clubs in the two

JCOHII"I‘I!I After untying
llhnulr from his provious
\contract  with  Plock,

| Ekwueme signed for Lech

| Poznan in December last
| year.

i The player later crossed
| over 1o Greece, where he put
| pen to paper on another deal

| fot Aris Snloniks, Officials of

| Aris later discovered that the

mlh the Mg, but Ekwuernie
insinted that Jrls conteet with
Poenan had o get-out cluuse,

He left for Poland svon
nfter, telling Aris officials that
he wis going to gel s
pornonil eifects and has not

_position on the re-instated

been seen in Greece since.

A relinble source from
Poland informed Kickoff
Nigeria.com that Ekwueme
took money from Lech
Poznan and the clubs are
threatening to take the case
to FIFA. If found guilty?
Ekwueme will face a two-

pressare from
the Sports Ministry, would

year ban from football.

“Ekwueme is finished in
Poland!™ Kickoff | accept the resignation of the
Nigeria.com ¥ Poland source | embattled Ogunjobl as FA
disclosed. The same also be.

nppears to be the case in
Greece as Aris officials ane
also said to be considering a
trip to Zusich over the matter.

gathered that

Minister Col. Musa
ohammed is bent on
tting the board to okay
gu obi's mignuinn to

ugnln Segun Bdeghmi s
| ™ During s ogrs

35
cnnfar:'u_e when mke

is o sick
the Glass ~ House

smswmaqcmmuwmam.wm
match against Villareeal ar the Madrigal Stadiim in Villarreal, Spain on Sunday.

jobi knows fate today as NFA board mees

in the best interest of the
country, not one that will
lirise the Ni football
ily," he
Galadima also revealed
that the next step of sction for
the board would be 1o seek
financial autonomy l‘nmn;ll

lleppvd up the ante in the

jobi out

ollhe I’onlhl house. He said

the ministry had noted the

msmtm of the scribe and
d that he

:Ml fnnthnlt loving

Nigesians must realise that
the battle has just begun,

bccnulc we must wcl}

. Ilt -pwqmmamhmun

football is 10 he properly

chlmu 1=vel}ed |1,mu|
I Oﬁumubund luke pecessury
This in a clear indication
that government would frown
al having & wp FA official
with corruption charges
hanging over his head stay in
office

NFA Chairman Ibrahim

the country, |

becaune the source of | 8

acrimony in football |
mandgement world wnlu has
always been money,” he
added,
would §0 a long way In
artieulating the position his
desires would bring shout the
financial strangth of the
foothall house

saying the meeling |
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