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How many states
in Nigeria?
prom Brigadier Mohammed’s remarks
1 when he received the report of the panel

on the creation of new slates, led by Mr.
Justice Ayo Irikefe, it is clear that Nigeria s
Head of State expects new states to be es­
tablished. For he declared that the purpose
of the enquiry was to establish “more
manageable" areas to facilitate even
development. And a group of people who
have been bombarded with as many
demands for new states as the panel have
been as they toured the country cannot fail
to come up with at least a couple of
proposals.

One hopes that it is no more than a
couple. It is true that the 12 states whose
creation was decreed by General Gowon in
1967 still left great inequalities in area
between the component units of the
federation — the North East Slate, for ex­
ample, is over 100,000 square miles while
the Rivers Stale is under 8,000, But the
range of inequality in populations is much
smaller — from roughly 10m. in the West to
2m. in Lagos. And no state or even pair of
states can in any way “dominate" the rest,
as the Northern Region was thought to
“dominate” the Federation.

When the states were established, the
boundaries of existing provinces were used

as boundaries for them. Some adjustment of
such boundaries, it seemed likely at the time,
would later be demanded — a transfer, for
example, of some people in southern Zaria
to Benue Plateau Slate. But in the end it has
not been boundary adjustments but the
complete division of states which has been
demanded. Proposals have ranged from a
reversion to the former “24 Provinces” to
the division of the Western State into three.
With the exception of Kano (although some
people elsewhere consider even this very
homogeneous state to be too big) every state
has produced one or more groups
demanding its dismemberment into smaller
states. Mr. Justice Inkefe has observed drily
that if his commission agreed to all the
demands for new states and for boundary
revisions put to them, Nigeria would find
herself with over 200 states.

The demand for new states springs from
many sources. Ambitious politicians look
forward to the prospect of civilian
ministries; some people believe that the
Federal Government’s virtually limitless oil
funds would subsidise the paraphernalia of a
state government for almost any group or
area. In Borno the Kanuri of the ancient
emirate complain that they have lost their
identity and arc now but a single division in
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the amorphous North East State^jj^^

North West State the people of Bida COm
plain that Sokoto, the capital of their a
state, is further from them than was the Ca *
ital of the former Northern Region, KadunP

Some people speak of unfair distributic^
of “amenities” or economic activitien
favouring dominant majorities anH
neglecting minorities. There are suggestion
that some groups monopolise sta.s

government employment, there is a belief
that representation at the centre under
civilian regime would be by states, so that &

small group, if it can be made into a
separate state, could be represented in
Lagos. But no group can produce the kind
of evidence (much of it unnecessary)
produced before the Minorities Commission
in 1957 alleging discrimination by majorities
against minorities in the regions, and the
monopolising of political power by tribally.
based parties. The case for creating new
states has none of the strength of the case
for breaking up the three original regions.

The arguments against creation of more
states, however, are cogent. The ethnic
geography on which some claims are based
is often confused or suspect. In any case
Nigeria has never adopted the principle that
every or any ethnic group is entitled to its
own region or state. New states created as a
result of a demand by a minority in an ex­
isting state are by implication a criticism of
the majority in that slate, and relations
between the new and the old states may not
be harmonious. As has been found in the
present states, the creation of new states is
likely to bring forward new, hitherto
dormant, minority problems and enmities.

Office accomodation in some of the ex­
isting state capitals is now only beginning to
be adequate: the administrations in some
cases are still weak. To establish and man
new state governments will be difficult and
expensive. Unhappily that particularly con­
cerns any possible division of the two states
with the biggest areas, the North East and
the North West. Nor is it yet known what
functions are proposed for state
governments in future. If the constitutional
panel proposes, and the Federal Military
Government agrees to, a run-down of state
functions, it would be possible to create
more states than if the present com­
prehensive functions are to remain. The
only valid reason for creating a new state
now is that it would facilitate the business of
government. It is probably true that the only
way of creating a state in Nigeria is by mil'1'
ary decree, and that any new slates created
should be in working order before thc
proposed date for return of civilian rule in
1979. So time is short. Even so the most
rigorous examination of any new state
proposals made by Mr. Justice Irikefes
panel is essential before they are put into
effiect. “Pluralism”, it becomes clearer
daily, is now a disruptive element in many
states, even old-established ones such a$
Spain, France and the UK. Nigeria5
problem, if uniquely complex, is not uniquC’
and does not require unique remedies.

In the last six years Nigerians have
the world an example of reconciliab0
among previously warring community
The creation of new states for any but t
most cogent administrative reasons wo11
be a confession of failure.

____
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WBD®re
Lamizana
now ?
por the last ten years, Gen. Sangoulc

Lamizana has been the President of
Upper Volta in economic and political cir­
cumstances which would have taxed the
resources of any man. Yet his National
Consultative Council of Renewal has gained
a reputation, reaching far beyond Upper
Volta's own borders, for efficiency, honesty
and decency unusual even for a reforming
military regime. Gen. Lamizana himself has
won the respect of his fellow African rulers
for his personal probity and gravity and, at
least until recently, held a special place in
the hearts of the vast majority of Upper
Voltans. His present predicament is
therefore all the more distressing.

The general strike which began in
Ouagadougou on December 17 (a report
from a correspondent, on page 37, gives the
background) is the most serious challenge to
President Lamizana’s rule to emerge since
he seized power from M. Maurice Yameogo
on January 3, 1966. Trades Union
membership in Upper Volta, despite a
significant expansion in processing industry
over the last decade, is still overwhelmingly
made up of civil servants and their protest
now. as in 1966, threatens the whole
organisation of the state. The crowds which
ten years ago were calling “Where is
Colonel Lamizana?” are now demanding
“a return to normal democratic life" which
must mean the end of the military regime.
Apparently, Gen. Lamizana’s recent moves
in this direction, including the creation of a
Mouveinent National de la Revolution
(MNR) have not been enough to satisfy this
demand, while his capitulation, in the face of
the strike, to the pay rises, reduction of
hours and other “industrial” demands of the
unions have come too late to assuage his op­
ponents.

Ironically, the mobilisation of opinion
against the military regime arose from the
purchase of a fleet of luxury limousines by
the government, in the same way as ex-
Prcsidcnt Yamcogo’s Mercedes 600 signail
cd the eruption of public exasperation with
his extravagance — ironic especially as
President Lamizana and his colleagues are
generally assumed to have been unusually
parsimonious in their private and public
lives. Indeed, while politics m Upper Volta
since independence have been punctuated
by a scries of austerity budgets and pay
cuts, the Lamizana government has dis
tinguishcd itself from its predecessor in
applying the severity of its measures even
more rigorously to its own members than to
the public at large.

So far, there has been little indication of
Gen. Lamizana’s reaction to the union’s
demands, although, by passing off the dis­
ruption of traffic at Ouagadougou airport as
“technical problems" his government has
shown determination to ignore it.
The Information Minister, M. Charles
Bambara, has said that the army will 

return to barracks “as soon as stable
political structures have been established”
but no detailed timetable has so
far been forthcoming. Sentiments such as
"the army has no intention of taking over
the political life of our dear country" offer
little elucidation. But whether the
President decides to reward his
people for their ingratitude by resigning, or
whether he determines to resist pressure to
force the pace on a return to multi party
democracy, the problems of Upper Volta
will remain daunting. Despite the resolution
of the Mali-Upper Volta border dispute at
Conakry in July, a renewal of the issue now
threatens and. with continuing world reces­
sion and inflation, the country will be hard
pressed to persuade France and other
donors to pay for the pay rises the civil ser­
vice has just secured.

Upper Volta's development problems arc
enormous and it seems unlikely if any other
regime could improve on Gen. Lamizana’s
record. But even if the General stays in
power, the censorship and repression that
this strike has called forth will not make
them any easier to bear.

Exit for
France ?
y\ftcr all, the French, as well as the Por­

tuguese, the Spanish, and the Belgians,
will have left Africa before the British, for
the “Territory of the Afars and Issas”, the
former French Somaliland, is to become in­
dependent this year, and it is unlikely that
Britain will have escaped from the Rhodesia
imbroglio before that. Even the Seychelles,
though scheduled for independence “before
June 1976", may be beaten by Afars and
Issas. So all the reluctant decolonisers will
be ahead of Britain, which gave the lead.

France can scarcely have held on
to the Afars and Issas this long for
economic reasons or for comfort. As
in Spanish Sahara, most of the 200,000 peo­
ple outside the capital, Djibouti, are
nomads. But there are no minerals, and the
mam economic activity is the port of
Djibouti itself, which is the terminus of
Ethiopia’s railway, and which suffered badly
from the closure of the Suez Canal. No
doubt after giving up the Madagascar base,
France saw some value in a Djibouti one;
but French public opinion is now un-
enthusiastic about overseas bases, while for
Ethiopia the railway has become vastly
more important because of the effect of the
Eritrean rebellion on communications with
the Red Sea ports.

The probability is that independence for
Afars and Issas would lead to an armed
struggle between Ethiopia, whose govern­
ment regards the port as initially part of
Ethiopia (where the Sultan of the majority
Afars is in exile), and the Somalis, who
regard the Issas as part of their nation. But
Ah Arcf, the “Prime Minister" of the
territory now seems ready to keep French
forces there after independence in sufficient
numbers to deter aggression, which gives
France a let-out.

It is ironical that African states

themselves should quarrel over this last out­
post of France’s African empire, as they are
doing over the last output of Spain’s empire,
the Sahara, and, probably, over Cabinda, in
Portugal’s last outpost. It may provide yet
another headache for the OAU which, as an
editorial in this magazine noted last month,
was founded on the supposition that African
states had nothing to fear from each other,
thus handicapping it in dealing with internal
rather than external threats. And the first
problem will probably arise over the
territory's membership of OAU — not
because it would then, alphabetically head
the list, but because Somalia would deny
that it was really independent.

Africa and
Angola
\V hatever decisions about Angola the

V OAU Heads of State reach this week­

end. it will not be the result of US
diplomacy. Mr. Ford’s almost peremptory
letter to African heads of state, declaring
that the US “cannot stand idly by” if Soviet
and Cuban support for MPLA continued is
likely to swing some African governments
towards support for MPLA. For it implies
that the US, and not the movement which
many African governments, and many
people in African states which have not yet
recognised MPLA, regard as Angola’s
legitimate government, must decide where
Africans may look for help outside their
borders.

The ill-judged tour of five African states
by the Assistant Secretary of State, Mr.
William Schaufele, is also likely to irritate
African governments because the choice of
states — Zaire, Gabon, Cameroon, Ivory
Coast and Senegal — seemed once more to
suggest that the US regarded certain
governments as “moderate” or “sensible",
although Zaire is deeply committed to the
FNLA, Gabon is regarded as a French-US
client. President Houphouet-Boigny shows
no interest in OAU affairs. President
Scnghor has indicated his "inclination” for
UNITA, while President Ahidjo, although
he has conducted his external affairs in a
statesmanlike manner, cannot forget com­
munist support for a rebellion in his own
country.

No African country, and certainly not
Nigeria or Ghana, wants Russian bases on
African soil and nobody in Africa has any
fears of Cuba. But they know that the
apartheid regime is already established on
African soil and fear its extension, while
they cannot ignore the revelations in
Washington about CIA activities in Zaire at
a time when the situation in that country
was not unlike that in Angola now. They are
confident that when peace is restored in
Angola, real independence can also be
achieved, and resent the implication that
black Africans, in whose states no com­
munist party flourishes, are uniquely
vulnerable to Soviet influence. If that in­
fluence does prevail in Angola, it will be
largely the work of the Americans and the
South Africans.
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Matchefs Diary

/■ebruary meeting in Monrovia

Tn Liberia's history President William
ATolbert has an assured place. He is and

may remain the only President who not only
succeeded, as Vice-President, on the death
of the President, but who then served not
only his predecessor’s unexpired term of
some five months, but Mr. Tubman’s next
term of four years without himself being
elected. This was because President Tubman
had already been elected for the next term
when he died, and the law was changed to
allow Mr. Tolbert, who had been elected
Vice-President to Mr. Tubman, to serve the
1972 76 term as President, as he had been
for the previous five months, instead of as
“acting President”. After being elected un­
opposed last year, he has been formally in-'
augurated for the eight year term which is
now prescribed for Liberia’s Presidents.

He will be 70 in 1983, and now there is
only one presidential term. Apparently there
is nothing to stop a former President stan­
ding again at the end of a successor's eight-
year term, but even a country which re­
elected President Tubman at the age of 75 is
unlikely to re-elect Mr. Tolbert at the age of
78. So during his “last term" he will not
have to worry about re-election, which gives
an office-holder considerable freedom of ac­
tion.

The President, who has brought on
younger men and appointed Liberia's first

Vorster, arranged by Mr. Steve Tolbert in
whose house the South African Prime
Minister was entertained. Less than a year
later even the modest hopes raised by the
visit seem to have disappeared. But Mr.
Tolbert can say that, in spite of the criticism,
often bitter, of other African leaders, he was
making — following the example of his
neighbour. President Houphouct-Boigny —
what may prove to be one of the last efforts

to avoid bloodshed in Southern Africa.
Perhaps the South Africans’ refusal to allow
Mr. Robert Sobukwe, former President of
the Pan Africanist Congress, to accept
Liberia's invitation to President Tolbert’s in­
auguration offers an appropriate comment.

Internally Liberia is now a more relaxed
state than it was in the last years of Mr.
Tubman, and Mr. Tolbert has completely
changed the rigorous protocol and rules
about dress enforced by that great dis
ciphnarian. Mr. Tolbert rightly boasted last
week that Liberia has not, and will not have.
any political prisoners and in a continent of
military rule and dictatorships its ancient
one party system looks benign.

Academic
Ambassador

After a public “defence" of his thesis Mr.

London LL.M, and was formerly legal ad­
viser to Ghana’s Commercial Bank. His ex­
perience of negotiating the establishment of
a branch of the bank in Lome must have
been one reason — he had then returned to
private practise — why he was chosen for
the Brussels negotiations.

The thesis will be published in a few
months as a book by Martinus Nijhoff of the
Hague. The book will be some 500 pages
long and will include a brief description,
with statistics, of each of the ACP states. As
a lawyer Mr. Djamson naturally is deeply
interested in the legal aspects of Yaounde
and Lome. He sees, for example, the
development of a body of legal precedent
under the ad hoc arbitration procedure of
Lome no less than under the Court of Ar­
bitration under Yaounde. But the layman.
and particularly anybody concerned with
making the Lome Convention work, will
find the study of great value.

A Christmas Story
No more agreeable Christmas story-

could be imagined than that of the Cabinet
Ministers' carol singing in Freetown. Chris
tian and Muslim Cabinet members, led by
Mr. Solomon Pratt, the /Xttorncy-Gcneral
who is choir-master of his own church, anc
accompanied by Mr. N. A. Buck. Ministei
of Development and Economic Planning, or
his alto-saxophone, sang carols anc
spirituals to the President at his Kinghar
man Road house. Mr. Stevens himsel
rendered a solo verse of “Silent Night” anc
the other soloists were the Vice-President
Mr. S. I. Koroma, the Prime Minister, Mr
Christian Kamara-Taylor, the Socia
Welfare Minister, Mr. S. A. Fofanah, th-
Health Minister. Mr. Hadson-Taylor, an<
the Deputy Minister of Education, Mr. L. F
Allen.

Fool’s gold
There is, happily, little chance of Mi

Jeremy Thorpe becoming Prime Minister, a
even a Minister. But the idea of a pohticia
with so little judgment holding office is sti
disturbing. How can he broadcast to thi
world his news that the Soviet Union ha
paid £25m. in gold to the head of an Africa
state to recognise MPLA — and the
decline to name the state? Unless he doe
name the state he is slandering an
alienating the heads of al) the other state
which have recognised MPLA. He is, n
doubt, giving ideas to some others who hav
made no decision so far, but that is a mine

woman Cabinet Minister, suffered a serious
blow when his younger brother Steve, whom
he had appointed Minister of Finance, was
killed in an aircraft accident. The appoint
ment was criticised m some quarters as
“dynastic”, particularly as the President's
elder brother, Frank, was President of the
Senate. But the late Minister's drive and
enthusiasm, which had built up his wide
ranging group of companies, were admired
and were of great help to the President.

Perhaps, however, it will be President
Tolbert's great initiative in external affairs
which will be most remembered in the
history of the last four years. For in
February last year came the visit to
Monrovia of Mr. Johannes Balthazar

Eric Christopher Djamson, Ghana’s Am­
bassador at the Hague, has been awarded a
Doctorate of Law at Nijmegen University.
The Ambassador, who was born in Peki and
is 49. chose as the subject for his thesis “the
Dynamics of Euro-African Co-operation”,
an analysis and exposition of “Institutional,
Legal and Socio-Economic Aspects of
Association — co-operation with the Euro­
pean Economic Community". This is in fact
a study of the Yaounde and the Lome
Conventions — not a surprising choice
since Mr. Djamson, accredited to Belgium,
Luxemburg and the EEC in 1972, was
leader of Ghana’s delegation to the Brussels
negotiations for the Lome Convention. He
is. moreover, a distinguished lawyer, with a

point. Has he considered the mechanism fc
the bribe? The physical movement of te
tons of gold — for that is what M
Thorpe's allegation means — in stai
Switzerland .could scarcely fail to attrac
attention. Has the Soviet Union now gc
money to throw about like that? Is not th
price, in any case, ridiculously high? Abov
all why should the Russians waste the
money in this way when the Americans, an
the South Africans, have been doing the jo
for them? And now Mr. Thorpe himself;
finishing the job, since his charges must sui
cly drive more African states into th
MPLA camp. He showed the same kind c
ignorant exuberance during the Nigeria
war.
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SAHARA-HOT QUITE A WAR
With the Spanish governor departed, the post-colonial era has already arrived
in the Sahara. Algeria has called up her reserves but the expected war has so
far failed to break out. Here, a correspondent discusses the growing tension.

rJ,hc relatively slow build-up of the
Spanish Sahara crisis has masked both

the seriousness of the military preparations
which have been going on in the Maghreb
and the scope and bitterness of the quarrel
between Algeria and Morocco which lies at
the heart of the problem. So far, the struggle
has been confined to threats, but their in­
creasing vehemence, and their translation in­
to deeds which now include the recall of
ambassadors and the expulsion of each
other's nationals, bode ill for the future.
With the departure of the last Spanish
troops from Villa Cisneros scheduled for
January 15, and the Madrid Pact technically
ratified by the rump of the Yemaa (tribal
assembly) and the joint Constitutional Com­
mittee in El Aaiun, the decks in the Sahara
have been cleared for action. The Spanish
Governor, General Gomez de Salazar, has
already left for the Canaries and, as fighting
goes on throughout the territory, the post­
colonial era has already arrived.

The situation in fact seems only con­
tained by the reticence of the chief
protagonists. Neither the UN nor the OAU
have taken the remotest interest in the
problem, neither body even recognising it as
such. While it is certain that there will be at
least some bchind-thc scenes activity on the
issue at the present OAU conference in Ad­
dis Ababa, there is little likelihood that the
African body after coping (or failing to
cope) with Angola, will have time or energy
left to adjudicate in this dispute. Meanwhile,
both sides are busily preparing for
hostilities. Algeria seems the more deter­
mined to bring the issue to a head, having
called up her reserves, expelled all Moroc­
cans from her territory (even those who
have been residents for years) and marshall­
ed her troops on Morocco’s border. Col.
Boumedienne makes no secret of his deter­
mination to support the POLISARIO Front
and, while making no actual threat to attack
Morocco, has significantly warned that
“there arc two states that still have no con­
firmed frontiers: Morocco and Israel”.
Algeria in fact ratified the 1971 border
demarcation agreement, while Morocco has
not, but in present circumstances such
former certainties seem likely to change.

Algeria’s new aggressive spirit has also
manifested itself in the agreement between
Cols. Boumedienne and Gadafi made at the
Hassi Mcssaoud oasis in southern Algeria
on December 29, 1975. Col. Boumedienne
had visited Syria in Libya on December II,
reportedly to ask for Libyan aid against the
tacit threat represented by the mobilisation
of the Tunisian army on her eastern border.
He now seems to have been granted such
aid and, according to Le Figaro has also
been promised some S200m. for arms from
Col. Gadafi.

Support for this allegation, whatever
Libya's present ability actually to pay such
a sum, has since come in the announcement
that Algeria is to increase her defence spend­
ing by 20 per cent in 1976. Libya may also

provide aircraft and other aid in the event of
hostilities with Morocco, against which
country Col. Gadafi holds a variety of
grudges. The Hassi-Mcssaoud agreement in
fact provides for “a process of union”
between Libya and Algeria, on the lines of
the ill-fated Egypto-Libyan union, and fits in
perfectly with Col. Boumedienne’s cherished
ideal of “Le Maghrib des Peuples” (The
Peoples Maghreb). Official thinking in
Algeria, indeed, is that a war with Algeria,
far from uniting all Moroccans behind the
Alaouitc monarchy, would instead
precipitate a revolution against the King, led
by a discontented army, still smarting from
the purges of 1971 and 1972.

The Saharan issue is thus in great danger
of being lost behind the dust storm of
deeper-seated Maghreb differences which
threaten to overwhelm it and already, there
is talk of Algerian annexation of the north­
eastern section of the Sahara.

On the ground, POLISARIO has ap­
parently given such a drubbing to the
Mauritanian armed forces that Moroccan
“advisers", tanks and aircraft have already
been sent to Nouakchott and Nouadhibou
to stiffen their resistance. These forces
could prove a fatal Trojan horse. Moreover,
POLISARIO further claim that many
Mauritanians, civilians and soldiers, have
gone over to them, a claim that is more
credible when it is recalled that
POLISARIO’s initial recruits came from
northern Mauritania, rather than the Sahara
itself. Not only does a Saharan state seem
an unlikely outcome, but the very survival of
Mauritania must now appear in jeopardy.
President Ould Daddah seems perfectly
aware of his predicament and has visited
Tripoli, Algiers and Rabat in recent weeks
to plead his case. He is unlikely to have had
much sympathy, however, and Algeria es­
pecially can be expected to “punish”
Mauritania for “betraying” her with Moroc­
co at Madrid.

The basic issue, nevertheless, is whether
Algeria and Morocco will actually come to
blows over the Sahara. Neither side ap­
parently wants to be seen to have struck the
first blow and Algeria’s tactics appear to be
those of provoking Morocco beyond en-
duracc by use of the POLISARIO. Attacks
on the Moroccan forces from Algerian sanc­
tuaries are allegedly reaching into Morocco
herself, with attacks reported in Zmoul and
Zag. among other places. While the
POLISARIO seem to have been largely
driven from the coastal areas and central
pans, they are secure cast of Smara in the
foothills of the hamada. The development of
the situation, therefore, would seem to de­
pend upon the patience of the Moroccan
armed forces in the face of guerrilla attacks,
which must have inflicted considerable
casualties already. And if the Moroccans do
not flinch, the Algerians may yet decide to
settle the issue by force. Once fighting does
begin, the military and morale superiority of
the Algerian armed forces will tell quickly.
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1/2 Leyton Bridge, Leyton High Rd-,

London, E1O 5QE
(Opposite Leyton tube station)
Tel: 01-539 2112/01-556 8329

299 301 Bark ing Read
London E6 1 LB.

(O1J 471 5421 Telex 897752

* We are specialists on Express Shipping and Air Freight Services

★ Express Packing ★ Crating Services.

* We collect — we pack — we offer storage.

★ Travel — Lowest Prices due to our special arrangements

UNACCOMPANIED BAGGAGE
AIR-FREIGHTED TO NIGERIA DAILY

Regular Shipments — Regular Airfreight Services
Household and Personal Effects — Cars

TO NIGERIA - GHANA
We Airfreight unaccompanied baggage to
LAGOS — KANO — GHANA every day

Bloinwood

NOBELEX LTD
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BeiwMwe is not Enough
The regime of Gen. Sangoule Lamizana in Upper Volta is under seige by the
trades unions—which organised a general strike in December. Here,
Alexander Kirby, who lived in Ouagadougou for many years and knows
Upper Volta well, assesses this latest confrontation.
The general strike which took place in

Upper Volta on 16 and 17 December
could be the start of a popular pressure­
wave aimed at ousting President Sangoulc
Lamizana, ruler of the country since he seiz­
ed power in a bloodless coup almost exactly
ten years ago, on 3 January 1966 . The
strike was called by the trade unions, which
claim about 12,000 members from the ranks
of the country’s 33,000 wage earners,
organised in six main groups of unions.
While this is obviously a small percentage,
the withdrawal ol so high a proportion of
the country's organised, salaried labour will
certainly have had a significant effect, par­
ticularly as many State employees (for in­
stance, teachers) below the rank of haul

fonctionnaire are union members.
The immediate cause of the strike is said

to have been the Government’s purchase,
last autumn, of two Cadillacs and nineteen
Mercedes saloons to replace General
Lamizana’s elderly Mercedes and a number
of other official cars. The President’s own
vehicle broke down on a recent trip near
Banfora and had to be pushed into the town,
an occurrence as uneconomic as it was un­
dignified. At all events, popular opinion
refused to accept the assurance of the
Finance Minister, Marc Garango, that the
total cost of the new cars was 48 million
francs CFA, insisting instead that the

Government “gave" 100m. francs for them.
In the face of these rumours the Govern­

ment called a public meeting for Sunday,
■November 30, in Ouagadougou’s Place des
Annees. It was, in the words of one
observer, “a ten-minute non-event — the
President announced a number of new
preJets (several of them civilians), and the
creation of a new Movement for Democratic
Development. And that was it”.

The unions thought differently. The next
day, December 1, they held a meeting which
was reported in L'Observateur on
December 2. L'Observateur, the country’s
quasi-independent daily, was accordingly
not allowed to publish that day, and no
copies reached the public.

If the Cadillacs triggered off the strike, an
important element which must have con­
tributed to it was the aftermath of the
fighting with Mali. The country imported
large quantities of arms in the early part of
1975; but neither have these at any time
become apparent to the man in the
Ouagadougou street. Patriotic fervour
suspects — probably quite wrongly — that
pockets have been lined at its expense. It
certainly docs not accept that Cadillacs are
a necessary part of the war effort. (A
traveller who was in Tombouctou in early
December reports that Malians there speak
of the likelihood of further fighting during
1976 in Oudalan, the area in dispute
DCtween Mali and Upper Volta in 1974-75,
ind also between Mali and Niger.)

Although Gen. Lamizana has now
abolished the patriotic levy, reduced the
working week of civil servants and an­
nounced other tax cuts, the bars of
Ouagadougou arc now alive with specula­
tion on the possibility of a civilian coup,
presumably on the Greek model, whereby
Lamizana would hand back power to the
civilians and leave them to make a better job
of things than he has managed. There are
not many countries in West Africa where
such speculation is remotely valid; nor are
there many where two-day official strikes
are possible. Neither Cadillacs nor
frustrated patriotism can properly explain
the dilemma in which Lamizana now finds
himself. It is, simply, that a man who has
ruled as considerately as he has, with a con­
spicuous absence of repressive measures, is
easy prey for the power-hungry or for those
who simply think they can do better.
Lamizana has always eschewed the ostenta­
tion of his predecessor Maurice Yamcogo’s
Presideitce, living instead in a modest villa
near the barracks in town.

Lamizana is known popularly and
without irony as le bon papa, a title which
few rulers earn. It would be typical of the
man, and not at all unfitting, if he recognised
that his benevolent paternalism was his own
undoing and decided to make way for the
civilians once again. No-one knows,
however, whether any civilian successors
would be able to match his standards of
liberal and open government.

barber
Regular Freighi and Mail Services

between
US Atlantic and Gulf Parts

and
Ports on the West African Coast

and the Azores, Madeira,
Canary and Cape Verde Islands

TIJUCA sailing Norfolk Jan. 19.
Philadelphia Jan 21. Baltimore Jan
23. New York Jan. 28 for Monrovia,
Abidjan, Tema and Douala.

SHIPS’ ITINERARIES SUBJECT TO
CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

For rates of freight and other information

BARBER STEAMSHIP LINES INC.,
17 Battery Place. New York, N Y 10004

BARBER STEAMSHIP LINES LTD.,
General European Agents
UAC House, P.O. Box 2

Blackfriars Road, London SE1 9UG

EASTER
ACCRA
LAGOS

from

£135
return

April 7 30
from

Destination Africa
Ltd.

49 Conduit Street, London, W.l.
(Near Oxford Circus)

01-437 6145/1594/5705.

HIGH DISCOUNTS
EXPORT ORDERS

TAX FREE
WE SPECIALISE IN

FURNITURE, BEDS AND
CARPETS
AND ALL

TROPICALISED GOODS
O Fridges & Freezers
O Washing Machines
O TV — Colour & Mono
O Radio & Radiograms
O Cassette/Car Radios,

short-wave
O Hi Fi & Music Centres
O Cookers — Bottle Gas
O Fans & Air Conditioners
O Food Mixers
O Vacuum Cleaners

PACKING & SHIPPING
Ask for complete lists

MOLENS EXPORTS
600 Lea Bridge Road.
Leyton, London, E.10

Telephone (01) 556 9111
Closed all day Thursday
Hours 9.30 am-5 00 pm
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LONDON & OVERSEAS EXPRESS FREIGHT LIMITED

If you are

for

^NIGERIA
GHANA J

use the
recommended

people

GAMBIA
LIBERIA^

Ocean House. Coal Wharf Rd. London W 12. Tel: 01 749 0006/7/8 Telex: 21803

Specialists m Household and Personal Effects Motor Vehicles and
General Cargo Our packing facilities are second to none

lor safety security and elliciency at the right price

Please complete and return lor mote information

.TELNAME

ADDRESS.

Destination
Goods requited io
be packed o' shipped-

General Clothing for
Children, Ladies' and Gent's

★
Shoes

★
Building Materials

★
Hardware

★
Re-inforcing Rods,

★
Agricultural Goods

★
Secondhand Lorries

★
Secondhand Buses

★
Electrical Goods

For export price to Nigeria
and other West African
countries please contact:

ALDEVEND LIMITED
48 Wellington Street

Slough Berks.
Tel: Slough 27236

JUST ARRIVED
LIMITED QUANTITIES

------ -- ONLY

TROPICALISED TELEVISIONS

We are direct Agents of Phillips,
Grundig and Pye. We can arrange
direct shipment from the factory to
your home address, delivery to your
Packers in this country or personal
delivery under the Personal Export
Scheme. Range of Black & White
Televisions: 12", 14", 20" and 24"
— colour televisions: 15", 16" 18"
20", 22" and 26". ' '
Also available only from us car stereo
With two short waves, amplifier/tuner
with two short waves, music centre
with two short waves and we sell, of
course, all electrical household
appliances.
We are the oldest Tax and Duty-free
establishment m London.
Come to the Experts

bhoppiqg
IN LONDON

First Floor. 335 OXFORD STREET
LONDON, VIIR JHB
Tel 01-493 4616/7/8

Nearest tube stations
Bond Street/Oxford Circus

LETTERS
to the Editor

Recognise MP LA
SIR; The surest way to resolve the Angolan crisis
is Tor the world to recognise, without further
delay, the MPLA as the legitimate and only
government of Angola.

Recognition by a majority of the international
community will inflict such serious embarrass
ment on the supporters of FNLA and UNITA
that they will be forced to withold further support.
Without external aid these two movements will
collapse.

OAU equivocation is the main cause of inter­
national confusion on the crisis.

Perhaps the early advocation of a government
of national unity (power sharing by the three
rivals) by the OAU arose from the desire to see
justice done to all the groups for their part in the
liberation effort.

The OAU should recognise that what the
Angolan people need now is not the promotion of
justice (that will come later) but the establishment
of a strong and effective administration over the
whole country that will grapple with the many
problems that face the new state. A government
of national unity will not be an effective govern­
ment.

If the OAU needs any guidance, it should look
at the three former Portuguese colonics, now in­
dependent members of the organisation, for such
guidance. All three have not only recognised
MPLA. but have offered to send troops to help it
establish itself The OAU should do the same
thing.

Once the OAU comes out clearly and firmly
for the MPLA the rest of the world will follow
quick!)
London LOUIS UDOH

Western arrogance
SIR While I would like to sec the Russians and
Cubans out of Angola I consider the present
h)stencal reaction by the West to events in that
country both dishonest and immoral

When the Angolans were fighting Portuguese
impenalisin for the best part of the last fifteen
years the West described them as trigger happy
terrorists. Britain had no quarrels with her oldest
ally, the US wanted the status quo in Southern
Africa maintained. Is Portugal no longer Britain s
oldest ally? Why is the American Secretary' o’
State suddenly interested in African affairs? It15
not enough to say that all this is to keep out the
Russians; they have been in Angola since the
start of the Independence war and arc at lea5
honest and consistent in their policy towards
Angola and African liberation. They helped the
Angolans fight the Portuguese and it can be
argued that they have the moral right to contin1*?
helping to build a strong nation from the ruins lc
by Portugal. Since FNLA and UNITA have been
moderate for a long time, it appears that the 'Ves
has only come in to destroy the country' that y
refused to help build in the first place. w '
should the West be so prepared to arm Afnca
to destroy Africans when they refused these sam
Africans the arms they so badly needed to ng
an oppressive European power? 3

The arms Portugal got from NATO aS .y
member of that organisation were used to
Africans in Africa. To think that these same ar
that were available only to Portugal barely a yc
ago now seem to be available to Angolan5
unlimited quantity! . j,

I find it difficult to believe that countries |f
help racialism in Southern Africa through tn^
massive investments, diplomatic presence 3
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Departure Date . .

WA

Regular Departures
Throughout The Year.

support in the UN and elsewhere can have the
interest of black people in Angola at heart.
1 do not sec how the very whites in South
Africa who despise black people can be accepted
as protectors. For African nationalist movements
to ask for the help of people who have always
favoured the existence of a situation which made
Africans undesirable elements in Africa is a
mockery of nationalism.

God help Africa if the US has now appointed
herself as a guarantor of African freedom. Is this
because the CIA is satisfied that it has eliminated
all the Lumumbas of Africa? Since when has the
US given up her role as a protector of white
supremacy in Southern Africa?

I believe that the West has nothing to fear if
they help build up strong and effective African
governments in all of Southern Africa. Western
economic interests and vital sea routes will be in
no danger. If on the other hand the West is only
interested in maintaining the existing state of
affairs in Southern Africa, then they have
everything to fear because the liberation
movements will seek and obtain the help of
powers not so friendly to the West.

I am writing as somebody who believes in the
principles that the West likes to associate itself
with but who has now come to be aware of and is
totally disgusted by Western political immorality
and racism.

GULF MARITIME CO. LTD.
182A HIGH ROAD
LEYTONSTONE

LONDON E11 3HU

Tel: 01-534 6417
Telex: 897040

Cables GULFMAR LONDON
Ipswich Office: 8 Duke Street,

Orwell Quay, Ipswich
Tel: Ipswich 213365/7

Telex: 987700

Special service for Individuals. We are
open most evenings. Monday to Friday
until 7.30 p.m.

Contact

OVERSEAS RELATIVES
TRAVEL SERVICES,

25 Denmark Street,
London, W.C.2.

Telephone: 01336 2223
Complete and send coupon for details.

Regular and direct sailings with
extremely competitive and cheap freight
rates for all general, porsonal/household
effects and motor cars. Passenger
enquiries are welcomed.

All goods carried In accordance with
terms of our bill of lading a copy of
which may bo obtained on application.

For further information please contact

TO LAGOS/APAPA
Tema& Freetown

G.BrWest Africa Line

commercial departments inter relate. These are
where most mistakes have been made.

We must not confuse the politics of power
with the power of politics. Nigeria needs both at
any negotiating table. With a civilian population
fast approaching 80 million, what we need is the
liberation and diversification of creative energy,
not restraint. We have the human and the in­
tellectual potentials for such integration.

Her army strength cut now can only gladden
the hearts of colonialists that still people some
parts of Africa today.

An aggressive Nigeria is a necessity in Africa.
Edgebaston. AKANJI FAKOREDE,

Railways reorganisation
SIR; I read with interest the advertisement in
West Africa (Nov. 25) for administrative staff for
the Nigerian Railways Corporation for people of
varied disciplines.

This brings me to the question, What kind pf
railway system in Nigeria?

May I suggest that the Nigerian Railway
system should be shaped in such a way that it
should be made both to pay its way and serve
some sopial purpose. There should be close co­
ordination between it and the other transport
modes — especially roads and ports; between
certain areas and states, especially those with
good port facilities, there should be more than a
single track system; staffing should be organised
in a manner to do away with labour disputes and
disruptions.

The environmental and land use problems

WeST dFRICh
TRftKLCaiTK

BEST VALUE IN FARES
TO

NIGERIA, GHANA,
and all

West African destinations

PAUL NJITUMASANG
University of Essex, Colchester

The army and Nigeria
SIR; Nigeria plans to cut her army strength by should also be noted.
100,000 for efficiency. We must not get our
priority wrong in this particular important
department. What is needed is imagination.

We should ask ourselves whether what we
need is efficiency of effectiveness, not only in the
army but also in many departments of the ad­
ministration? Mistakes have been made in the
past and no doubt will be made in the future. But
we must learn especially in areas where army and

TAX FREE

AUTOMOBILES
High Quality — Left Hand

Drive
NEW AND USED CARS
MINIBUSES AND VANS

Available for Export
Peugeot ☆ Volkswagen ☆ Audi

Opel ☆ Volvo -ir BMW ☆ Simca
Fiat ☆ Ford Capri ☆ Renault

Mercedes-Benz ☆ Range Rover
Jaguar ☆ Chevrolet

SHIPMENTS ARRANGED
For prices, terms and delivery

please call

KAMRAN MOTORS LIMITED
7/11 Herbrand Street

London WC1
Telephones: 01-837 3582

and 01-278 1149
Nearest Underground Station:

Russell Square (Piccadilly Line)
or write

16 ST. LEONARDS
GARDENS

HOUNSLOW TW5 9DH
(UK)

Talas: 808041 Pr.fix KAMRAN
For evening service call

01-570 9533 or 01-656 9082 

The transport issue is always a contentious
one. So, it is a welcome sign that many areas of
the Nigerian Railways will be looked into.
London EREKU-EREKU

Nigerians and US degrees
SIR; 1 am disappointed about the statement made
by one of our Commissioners about American -
degrees. Most universities in the US are well
equipped with funds for research, well qualified
lecturers, good facilities, and they produce almost

I half a million graduates every year. My univer­
sity alone has 32,000 students, more than all
Nigerian universities together. These graduates
work to make the US the leading country in
GNP, industries, science, agricultute, military,
giant companies and corporations.

When US citizens with B.Sc. degrees come to
Nigeria to work in our schools, businesses and oil
fields, we give them a lot of respect but when we
Nigerians come home with the same degrees, we
arc holding HSC or GCE ‘A’ levels in our hands.
This is ridiculous. Many people do not under­
stand American system of education and they
turn their ignorance into ridiculing themselves. I
call on all Nigerian lecturers and vice-chancellors
to make a joint statement to this effect.
Nebraska Univeristy ’GBOLA JAIYES1MI

Ghana needs new men
SIR; Your news item (November 24) headlined
Ghana Army will rule “indefinitely”, may come
as a surprise to many politicians in Ghana, but to
some political analysts it does not. Ghana needs
a new breed of dedicated and selfless people who
are prepared to commit themselves wholeheart­
edly to the aspirations of the masses for a new
political beginning. Because this is unfortunately
lacking at present and in the foreseeable future,
the SMC will have to remain. The capitalist
political and economic systems inherited at
independence brought in their wake corruption,
nepotism and blatant exploitation which have
demoralised Ghanaian society.

Ghana needs a rebirth, which can only come
through the organisation and sustained struggle
of the downtrodden — the workers, the farmers
and the “small" people who have for years been
victims of the affluent.

' New York KOFI ADJORLOLO

| Telephone No

| Destination .

I
I
| Return Date . .

| Name . .

1 Address
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Barclays
can help
you do
better

business in
Ghana.

For up-to-date market
information from our offices

throughput Ghana, write to us at the
address below. In the United Kingdom

get in touch with
the International Division of

Barclays Bank International Limited,
168 Fenchurch Street, London

EC3P3HP (01-283 8989).

Barclays Bank of Ghana Limited
Head Office: PO Box 2949, High Street, Accra
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OH and education
Many states once poor are discovering that money doesn't automatically
provide skill; but they are also finding that you can buy training when it is not
provided free. Femi Ogunsanwo writes on the new role of the British Council.
'The pattern of involvement of the British
1 Council in cultural and educational

aspects of the development of Third World
countries, especially Commonwealth coun­
tries, has been extremely varied. Since its in­
ception in 1936, the Council has provided
training for students from West Africa,
South America, Cyprus, Malta and 13
European countries.

In the mid-fifties and sixties there was a
growing awareness of the development
needs of the countries of Africa, Asia, Latin
America and the Middle East. With the
UK’s entry into the EEC and the provision
of additional funds for increasing its work in
Europe (Rippon funds) the Council’s educa­
tion work there has been increasingly geared
to promoting and supporting partnership at
all levels of education and the professions as
a vehicle for the inter-change of ideas.

With the oil-rich countries clamouring for
training and for Western help in establishing
or expanding their education systems —
and at the same time being in a position to
pay for the services required — the Council
has found itself pioneering a new role as
manager of paid educational services.

Like many non profit making
organisations, the British Council has
limited funds. With the growth in demand
from the Middle Eastern oil states for
educational services on a payment basis, the
resources and capacity of the Council to 

handle these as well as to administer aid
schemes in the LDCs (Less Developed
Countries — a new euphemistic jargon term
for underdeveloped countries) are in doubt.

Since its amalgamation with the Centre
for Educational Development Overseas
(CEDO) in April 1974 the Council has been
able to boast a concentrated group of
professional staff and a reservoir of
resources within the Education and the
Science Division. These specialist officers
include those concerned with teacher train­
ing, science and mathematics education, ex­
aminations and related curriculum matters,
technical and further education, non-formal
education, higher education, the sciences
and technology.

With the growing interest in non-formal
education and rural development and the
possible use of the media to help overcome
problems like teacher and textbook shor­
tages, educational technology is likely to
gain in importance. Although much more
research needs to be undertaken into the
potential of the media for disseminating new
ideas to peasant peoples in scattered com­
munities, Council involvement in this field
will inevitably increase. The Council is well
equipped with radio and television studios
and workshop facilities, with resources for
advisory work and training in communica­
tion media, in educational broadcasting and
in the application of audio visual techniques.

Another aspect of the Council’s work
which is of vital importance in the develop­
ment scene is that of book promotion and
the development!^ public libraries overseas.
In an age of mass communications, satellites
and television the printed word is too often
overlooked as a major innovating tool.

In 17 developing countries the Council is
involved in helping to develop indigenous
public libraries — and in others, has, on
behalf of ODM, disbursed £1.3m. as part of
a book presentation scheme to 1300 pro­
jects in leading schools and colleges.

In addition to career personnel in
overseas offices the Council has for many
years acted as a recruiting agency for
overseas governments and educational in­
stitutions who have desired to recruit, on
contract, British staff as advisors, generally
in Ministries of Education, university
professors and lecturers, teacher educators
or school teachers, though the latter
category is dwindling*--'

During the past year the Council
has found itself confronted with a new
dimension in the development jigsaw, that of
rich oil countries, suffering from many of
the acute problems of underdevelopment so
common elsewhere but now in a position to
buy themselves a “solution”. Quite simply a
number of these countries, especially in the
Middle East but also in Latin America and
North Africa, suffer from an acute shortage
of trained personnel at all levels of the
economy and now find themselves in a posi­
tion not only to buy training overseas where
possible but also to provide new institutions.

The role of the British Council in the field
of paid educational services is still in its in­
fancy but it is likely to change and increase.
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ICE-CREAM PRODUCTION:
A PROFITABLE BUSINESS

In the last three years ice-cream consumption in Africa has
more than doubled and will be triplicated in three years'time.

C.E.P.,  thanks to technologies and equipments
of MARKgroup, is in a position to supply you
with
turn-key projects i.e.:
factory lay-outs,
machines,
raw materials,
packages.
cone-making machines,
cold storages,
refrigerated vans
and trucks
and the most complete
technical assistance.

invest now
in an ice-cream plant

others did the same before you in the following countries:

Algeria • Angola • Cameroun • Congo • Dahomey • Egypt
Haute Volta • Ivory Coast • Libya • Mozambique • Nigeria

Senegal • Tanzania • Tunisia

C.E.P. are at your complete disposal for any further details

you might need.

Write to-day to:

C.E.P.
20147 Milan (Italy) Viale Legioni Romane4 telex: 39026 Cepital

ice-creamU !
AND FOOD PROCESSING EQUIPMENTS

GHANA

BANK
HEAD OFFICE:

P.O. Box 134, Accra, Ghana
Telex: 2034
Telephone: 64914-7

LONDON OFFICE:
69 Cheapside, London,
EC2P 2BB
Telex: 888597
Telephone: 01-248 2384/5

TOGO SUBSIDIARY:
Banque Commerciale du
Ghana
14 Rue du Commerce,
Lome
Telex: 5227
Telephone: 55-71/2

WE ARE THE CHANNEL
FOR GHANA'S

EXTERNAL TRADE

Farrell Lines
INCORPORATED

First Class Liner Service

USA - West Africa - USA

USA to West Africa
African Neptune from New York . Jan 20
African Mercury from New York Jan 31
African Dawn from New York Feb 1 5
African Sun from New York . . . ■ Mar 1

West Africa to USA
African Comet from Tema . . . Jan 20
African Meteor from Apapa . ■ Jan '
African Neptune from Apapa . Feb
African Meteor from Monrovia . . Feb 1 “

John T. Rennie Son & Co.
Ltd.

57-60 Aidgate High Street,
London EC3N 1AY
Tel: 01-709 9456

Cables: Reniform London

Genera! Representatives in West Africa
Farrell Lines Inc.,

United Notions Drive,
Monrovia, Liberia

Farrell Lines have no sailings to or from the
All sailings subject to alteration
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BOOKS
and Publications

The Gods
in the forest
The Return of the Gods, by Ulli
Beier (Cambridge University Press;
£5.75). Orin Yoruba: Yoruba songs
by J. 0. Ajibola (University of Ife
Press; 4 naira paper, 6.50 naira
cased; £5.50, $12.95 paper)

■por many inside and outside Nigeria the
1 name of Susanne Wenger is associated
with original and individual designs for
batiks, using Yoruba myths. They will know
that she finally went to live in Oshogbo: but
since, unlike batiks, her work at Oshogbo,
because of its nature, has not been exhibited
elsewhere, even her admirers may not realise
quite how remarkable this work has been —
as she says, she now has a “permanent ex­
hibition, day and night, in the Oshun grove”.

In this beautifully illustrated study her
former husband, himself an authority on
Yoruba art and literature, who has been on
the staffs of the universities of Ibadan and
Ife. describes both her work on reconstruc
ting the Oshogbo shrines, which has resulted
in impressive structures which are both
traditional and new, and the religion which
she now attempts to reproduce in the
language of an art making an almost univer­
sal appeal, which is more than artistic. She
has been accepted by the “Olorishas” as a
devotee ot the Yoruba Orishas, or divine
beings. You do not worship, or “believe in”
(since that would imply the possibility of
“disbelief’), these beings; at the lowest level
you “have” Orisha; you might even “be”
Onsha, you might “make” Orisha,
strengthening him through ritual.

Susanne Wenger was born in Austria in
1915, daughter of a professor. She studied art
and became a painter — the book illustrates
some of her early pictures. She came to
Nigeria in 1950 and later learnt the craft of
batik making from a Yoruba woman. She
never “studied” Yoruba religion, but, as Ulli
Beier says, “lived it". With a group of
Yoruba artists, most of them with no
formal training but with immense vigour and
artistry, she has undertaken the rebuilding of
the shrine-complex of the goddess Oshun at
Oshogbo. After years of opposition — some
of her work was destroyed — she is now so
fully accepted and so completely absorbed
in her life that, as Ulli Beier observes, “it is
hard for her to sit back and analyse her own
life calmly”. At a time when faith in the
Orishas was weakening — Muslims and
Christians may participate in the rituals, but
little more — she has furnished and revived
a vision for some of the faithful, whose
religion is no longer the automatic heritage
of all, but has to be chosen and to compete
with new forces.

Susanne Wenger sees the Oshogbo
shrines as providing new privacy for the
Orishas in the contracting, less lonely,
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forest: “if the gods can settle again and feel
content in this forest, then we can share this
contentment because we carry part of the
divine being in us". And she is herself the
proof that her religion, although not a
proselytising one, is also not an exclusive
or narrow one. As Mr. Beier puts it;
"Whereas in front of the traditional image
the outsider feels himself locked out by a
foreign culture, Susanne Wenger has
succeeded in creating a total situation in
Oshun that has brought many outsiders
closer to the concept of Onsha. Few visitors
to the grove have considered the experience
purely aesthetic. Most have found it
disturbing or reassuring in a religious sense.
In other words: she has been able to
transcribe some of the meaning of Orisha
into modern terms for the Western
observer."

Mr Beier gives a concise survey of
Yoruba culture and of Yorubaland today,
together with a rather terse account of its
history, which covers in a single sentence the
period 1839 to 1894.

If other components of Yoruba culture
may have suffered, writes Ulli Beier, “music
is still extremely vigorous". Particularly vital
is drum music, and Chief Ajibola, in his
introduction to Orin Yoruba, tells us that
many educated Nigerians who have studied
English music have realised the importance
of the agreement between the tone of the
word and that of the music. Unfortunately,
however, "they have not yet realised that an
authentic Yoruba song must have its
characteristic rhythm, that is. it should be
capable of being accompanied with one kind
of drum beat or another or with the regular
clapping of hands. Many of their

The gate of the Arugba's shrine
compositions lack this essential quality. To
demonstrate that this essential characteristic
is vital in a Yoruba song, research should be
carried out away from the coastal towns and
far into the intenor of Yorubaland. where
foreign influence has less domination on
Yoruba music. Even a funeral dirge or a
restative song in praise of obas or chiefs has
its peculiar rhythm which is generally
regulated with a drum beat."

Every attempt has been made in this 

collection to sec that all the songs have these
two vital characteristics, and that one
musical setting is used for all the verses in
the same song.

This is the second edition of Orin Yoruba.
It consists of thirty-eight sacred songs and
thirty-four secular songs, all in staff notation
in one. two, three of four parts, with piano
accompaniments. It is a revision and
enlargement of an edition first published by
the Oxford University Press, London, in
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1947, which contained forty songs in staff
notation, and was in melody only.

Some of the songs were composed by
Chief Ajibola; others have been collected,
and sometimes adapted, from a variety of
sources.

D.W.

Money and Credit in Developing Africa by
Eric L. Furness (Heinemann Educational
Books; £7.50 cased, £3 paper)

Intended primarily for second and third
year undergraduates in developing
countries, this general textbook is written by
the Professor of Economics at the
University of Strathclyde and Haile
Selassie I University.

The intention has not been to describe in
detail the organisation and operation of
African financial institutions, but to provide
an analytical study of the role of the
financial system. At the same time an effort
has been made to keep the analysis realistic
by relating discussion, where possible, to the
African context, though space has not
permitted reference to more than a small
selection of African countries. Although
relevance to the developing economy is the
prime motif, the book also attempts to give
some account of the functioning of finance
in developed countries and of accepted
monetary theory, since, in the author’s
opinion, a comparative study of money and
credit in less and more developed countries
is likely to be fruitful.

Among banking systems described are
those of Ghana and Nigeria, the statistics of
which countries are extensively used in other
connections.

A postcript deals with the “devastating
disturbance to the international payments
s}stcm" following the rise in oil prices.

Professor Furness succinctly sums up the
particular problems of poor non-oil­
producing countries: “Although many of
these benefitted from the sharp rise in other
commodity prices during 1972 and 1973,
their additional import bills for oil and oil
products arc likely to nullify such gains.
Furthermore, a world slump will tend to
reverse the price trend of their exports and
may persuade developed countries to curtail
the (low of aid. Finally, the re cycling
problem of developing countries is especially
acute because they lack the sophisticated
capital markets and rewarding investment
opportunities likely to attract petro-moncy.
In principle, oil producing nations could
invest their surpluses in the developing
world. But they arc unlikely to do this on a
sufficient scale. Whereas in developing
countries the need is for free or low interest
Joans to finance projects which arc often
uncertain and risky, in oil producing
countries the temptation will be to seek
investments which are both profitable and

The Sociology of the Third World by J. E.
Goldthorpe (Cambridge, £6.50)

The establishment of sociology as a
separate discipline remains tendentious even
in the fields where it has already made a
significant contribution, but its insecurity is
even more pronounced in the realm of the
new states. Indeed, calls for interdisciplinary
study of the Third World are increasing
steadily, in consequence of the exigencies of 

field-work. However, although Dr.
Goldthorpc’s work is entitled as sociology,
its contents include as much politics and
economics again, inevitable if such a broad
sweep as the Third World was to be
encompassed.

The principal value of this book must be
as a text, and Dr. Goldthorpe has a facility
for presenting argument and literature, from
Weber’s theory of the Protestant ethnic to
William Ogionwo’s studies of Nigerian
cash crop farmers, in a lively and
economical way. If he offers no fresh
answers to the still virtually untested
questions of Third World sociology, he does
at least cover the ground, both of the Third
World and of the history of the sociological
method which is now grappling with this
intractable problem.

Experts may find fault with his thumbnail
sketches of military coups and syncretist
churches but objection will be aimed more
at the sociologist's traditional abuse of
historical evidence than at Dr. Goldthorpe’s
particular variant. Development may or
may not be “the transition of a traditional
— or authority — bound society into a
modern, innovating, experimenting,
progressive one”, but, within the limits of
the discipline, the issue needs to be clearly
stated before decisions are taken.

H.P-J.

The Commonwealth by Peter B. Harris
(Longmans; £1.75)

This book, the latest addition to the
“Political Realities” series, has been produc­
ed to teach ‘A’ level and other students
“British Constitution” and related subjects
in a lighter and more integrated way than

has often been the case in the past. Besides
marshalling an impressive quantity of fact
on the British Empire and Commonwealth,
the various chapters introduce quotations
from sources and authorities, as well as
current academic controversies over percep­
tion or interpretation. Decolonisation is
most refreshingly treated, theory (as in all
the best British traditions) being kept firmly
in place by practice.

A chapter on the Commonwealth in
Africa is also included, with thumbnail
sketches (now overtaken by events) on the
larger countries, though not necessarily the
most interesting, and sentences such as
“Nkrumah had by 1962, become a ruthless
dictator” are perhaps just a little too short-

The Design of Rural Development by Uma
Lele (Johns Hopkins University Press,
£7.80)

It was Uma Lele’s survey of rural
development in Africa that prompted the
change in World Bank policy under Robert
MacNamara away from prestige projects
and towards rural projects and helping “The
Poorest of the Poor”. This book is a precis
of that intricately technical original survey
and will thus allow access to the facts that
convinced the Bank to those who are neither
agricultural economists nor professional
planners. This will be especially valuable in
opening the issue for general debate, since
many people, including the reviewer, remain
uneasy at the consequences, if not the
motives, of such a momentous decision for
the developing world.

R.M.
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ECONOMIC
and Business
NEWS

Not an easy answer . . .
from a correspondent

a cautionary talc for would-be makers of cartels, dazzled or
^slightly bemused by the success and riches of OPEC. A

couple of years ago Panama, Costa Rica, Honduras, Guatemala
and Colombia decided to get together and take a bigger bite for
themselves from the American banana, a trade virtually dominated
by United Brands (of notoncly), Del Monte and Castle and Cook
who between them account for 70 per cent of the banana business.

i For the past 20 years bananas have been getting cheaper for
I1 consumers — for a change, not an economist's term but a simple

description — no doubt due to increased market efficiency but not
very cheering for the producing countries which see I If cents out
of each banana dollar. The other 88} cents goes, one way and
another to the foreign companies who buy. ship, ripen, wholesale
and retail the fruit. Panama gets about 50 per cent of its foreign
earnings from bananas and Costa Rica and Honduras could ab­
sorb 30 per cent. All of which prompted the banana republics to
form UBEC. the Union of Banana Exporting Countries.

Having been formed UBEC decided to confront the companies
with an export tax Initially they had thought of SI per 4 lib case of
bananas but in the event the various countries broke ranks and

i charged what they thought they could get away with — which was
•- governed by the national dependence on banana sales.

In one country one company left 150,000 boxes to go bad
rather than pay the levy, in another country another company
reckoned that spending SI.5m. in bribes, to persuade officials and
others to reduce the tax from 50 cents to 25 cents, was a bargain.
And Ecuador, which produces getting on for a third of Latin
America's bananas and was not a formal member of UBEC, did
not impose any levy.

A somewhat scarred UBEC turned to the UN for help in sorting
out the big corporations and got some good, though possibly un­
comforting. advice: talk to the companies and try to explain the
situation to them, participation can be a more effective, and
cheaper for both parties, way of sharing the banana profits more
equitably. (Columbia and Panama arc also trying to persuade their

f colleagues that a bit of practical participation in UBEC might help
as well).

The UN advice, from UNCTAD no doubt, is good. There are
very few products or commodities that people cannot do without
— at present oil does seem to be one — therefore it is better to
pool interests than to squabble together. The other lesson is that if
making a cartel do not pitch demands so high that it is worth
somebody's while to break ranks and benefit by the artificially
created shortage or price nse.

hectare 26m. cedi oil plantation
between Benso and Adum Benso in
the Western Region. Technical
management will be provided by
Unilever Plantations Group, forest
clearing starts this month, nursery
planting in April and field planting
m 19'7. The full project area
should be completed by 1980.

A 10m. cedi palm oil mill will be
put up to process fruit, producing
about 9.000 tons of palm oil (about
half of Ghana's current annual im
ports) and 2000 ions of kernel. It
will also process fruit from
Ghanaian smallholders

The project is expected to
provide about 1,000jobs.
• The Italian Ignis company is to
assemble electrical appliances such
as refrigerators, deep freeze chests
and cookers in Ghana.
• The first African Educational
Materials Exhibition.
DIDAFRICA '76, is to be held at
Dakar from February 7th to I2lh.

Ghana has plan
for dividends

Ghana has drawn up a plan to
facilitate the repatriation of blocked
dividends Colonel Acheampong
said during a call on him by Mr.
Paul Mamot. London-based direc
lor of UAC International.

Colonel Achcampong said that
previous Ghanaian governments
should have ensured that the
repatriation of dividends was
earned out without putting an un
necessary strain on the country's
economy

Palm
plantation

UAC International and the
Government of Ghana have agreed
on joint development of a 4,850

Africa goes
into the red

African economies went into the
red last year with an overall
balance of trade deficit ofS2,500m.
according to the Executive
Secretary of the U.N Economic
Commission for Africa (ECA). Mr.
Adebayo Adcdeji, who said the
deficit compared with a surplus of
SI 1,500m. in 1974. He blamed
world recession, increased energy
costs and higher prices for goods
imported from the industrialised
world for the adverse figures.
However. Mr. Adcdeji said.
Africa’s economic outlook was
reasonably optimistic providing
there was no major upset in the
world economic order.

IMF expects
fewer deficit

The IMF estimates that
developing countries will reduce
their huge payments deficit of some
S35,OOOm. by about S4,000m. this
year according to a study prepared
for (he meeting of the Interim
Group of Finance Ministers in
Jamaica. One reason for the im
provement is that the IMF expects
that developing countries’ com­
modities will fetch higher prices
over the next 12 months but the
Fund docs not think that reduc­
ing the deficit will have much
real effect on the problems these
countries face in accumulating
debts to pay for costly oil and the
essential imports from in­
dustrialised countries which have
also had their cost forced up by the
oil price increase.

The IMF has also announced
that members can now borrow-
more money to finance short term
deficits arising from short term ex­
port short falls (that is the drop in
earnings compared with a five year
average) Members may now­
borrow up (o 75 per cent of their
quota. This liberalisation of the
Fund’s compensatory financing
schemes is aimed particularly at the
primary producers who have been
badly hit by the recession and will
be reviewed when disbursements go
above 1.500m. SDRs a year. It is
also hoped that the IMF’s propos­
ed trust fund will soon be in opera
tion as well to help the less
developed countries.

OECD sees
late growth

The OECD forecast for 1976 is
that the Western industrialised
nations will move back to real
economic growth but it may not
happen until late in the year,
though the combined GNP of the
24 member nations could rise by
four per cent compared with last
year's two per cent fell. OECD
vays in ns most recent report that
there arc considerable uncertainties
and its forecast could be out as
much as 1.5 per cent either way.

OECD expect America,
West Germany and Japan to
lead the recovery but it believes
that these countries should wait 

and see before deciding whether
any further stimulation is needed.
Italy. Bntain (and possibly France),
and other OECD countries should
concentrate on reducing inflation
and rely on export growth, though
it us expected that export markets
will not expand as much as the past
average.

Consumer price rises (in in­
dustrial countries) are expected to
level out at about eight per cent
compared with ten per cent in 1975
but the current account balance of
payments for the area will triple to
S17,000m. from last year’s
S6.000m.

Emergency aid
from Kuwait

The Kuwait National Assembly
has approved a SlOm. contribution
to a United Nations Emergency
Aid Fund for countries most
affected by increases in the price of
oil.

The fund is meant for nations
with a per capita income of less
than Si50 a year.

Other contributors to the fund
included Venezuela (S80m.). Saudi
Arabia (S30m.), Algeria (S20m ).
Iran (S20m ), and the United Arab
Emirates (SlOm.).

The assembly did not approve a
proposed S28in. contribution to a
new low interest loan fund set up
by the World Bank.

Butter upsetting
margarine men

According to Afintel, an in­
dependent marketing intelligence
report, margarine manufacturers in
Bntain feel that they arc being vic­
timised by Government subsidies
for butter. They say that the sub­
sidies have led to the well publicis­
ed butter mountains and meant
that the cheapest butter costs less
than some margarines. It says that
this situation means that there is a
disincentive to invest in margarine
plant m an industry which has a
record of efficiency but is now suf­
fering from short-time working and
the prospect of redundancies
Margarine is a considerable user of
groundnut oil.

Transport delays
affect Bisichi

The chairman of Bisichi-Jantaf
(Nigeria). Mr. W. T. Meredith
Browne, says that plans for expan-
sion are now a year behind
schedule and until they arc in®'
plcmcntcd a return to profitability
cannot be expected.

The main reason for the delay
that essential mine equipment and
spares arc not being received when
required because of transport dif­
ficulties.

In addition, output for the first
nine months of 1975 ran belo*
that of the comparable period °>
1974 for both tin and columbite
added to which there has been an
inevitable increase in costs.
• India’s National Dairy Develop­
ment Board is to open a chocolate
factory in Bombay.
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London Tin
take-over bid

Plans arc said to be well
advanced for Pernas, the state-
owned Malaysian concern, and
Charter Consolidated, the mining
finance group, to mount a com­
bined take over bid for London
Tin, the world’s largest tin-mining
company. Pernas already holds 20
per cent of London Tin. Although
London Tin operates mainly in
Malaysia it has interests in Nigeria.

The bid is expected to be worth
about 197p. a share to United
Kingdom shareholders, this value
will be in part because of the invest­
ment premium which will attach to
the shares as a result of planned
switch of domicile of London Tin
from Britain to Malaysia followed
by an exchange of shares for those
of a new Malaysian company.

It has not yet been settled what
price will be paid for the 30 per
cent holding which Haw Par
Brothers International, a Singapore
firm, has in London Tin, but it is
expected to be somewhere between
the 197p which the deal would be
worth to UK holders and the 120p
in cash, per share, which it is
expected to cost Pcrnas-Charter
Consolidated.
• China has developed a technique
for using the "red mud” left over
after bauxite has been converted
into aluminium oxide by incor­
porating in cement and bricks.
• Mr R. E Groves, chief ex­
ecutive of International Timber
Corporation, has become chairman
in place of Mr Robert Law, who
also retires from the board next
month.

Rubber pact
moves ahead

Technical experts of the
Association of Natural Rubber
Producing Countries have settled a
draft agreement for the proposed
international rubber price stabihsa
lion scheme. It will be discussed at
the executive council meeting in
Kuala Lumpur next month before
being passed on to a ministerial
meeting of member countnes. It
lays down a two pronged ap
proach, covering creation of a
stockpile system and supply ration­
alisation measures and financial
contributions.

Industrial
ambitions

African industry ministers, at
their recent conference in Nairobi,
worked out an ambitious
programme to make sure that
Africa gets its fair share of world
industrial output by the year 2,000.
The ministers, from 27 countries,
including an observer from
Namibia (South-West Africa) and
representatives of 16 United
Nations agencies, see industrial co
operation and collective self-
reliance as the best way to achieve
this. They want a producers’
association, an African centre for
the iron and steel industry, an
African Mineral Development

Council, a regional pesticide
development programme, and a
regional plant construction and
engineering centre. The ministers
also called for a solar energy
testing and development centre.

In a communique, the ministers
called on the United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa
(ECA) and the Organisation of
African Unity (OAU) to start con­
sultations with governments im­
mediately about the projects. The
ministers said African countries
should give priority to training and
intcr-Afncan technical and finan­
cial co operation.

The conference also wants an in­
dustrial development fund es­
tablished, with financial help from
governments and other institutions,
including the African Development
Bank and the Arab Fund for
Technical Co operation. It called
on the United Nations Industrial
Development Organisation
(UNIDO) to promote industries
most likely to help landlocked and
island countries.

Textile trade
changes hands

According to preliminary report
from the GATT Secretariat,
although textile production in the
mdustriahscd world declined by 4
per cent (and clothing by 3.5 per
cent), accompanied by a reduction
in jobs, the world’s production of
textiles m 1974 was virtually un
changed because of increased out
put in the developing countries. The
value of combined export and
clothing exports by developing
countries rose 29 per cent to
SI 1,360m.
• Cotton harvests in Asia and
Brazil have turned out to be lower
than expected and a tightish posi­
tion is developing in the world
market.
• Nigerian cotton production is
estimated at 128,000 metric tonnes
in 1975, an increase of over 20,000
tonnes on the previous year.
Increases arc also expected in
Cameroon, Chad and Central
African Republic

Tea talks
Ministers from tea exporting

countries meet in Colombo next
March to work out details for an
international tea agreement to
protect their interests and to
promote tea drinking round the
world.
• The International Development
Association has granted The Gam­
bia S4m cedis for infrastructure
and tourism projects.

Insurance firm
The Stewart Wrightson Group

has extended its insurance broking
activities to Nigeria. It has formed
Ark Stewart Wrightson in Lagos
with Nigerian and West German
partners. This now takes Stewart
Wrightson into 24 countries.

Electric profit
First half power sales of

Nigerian Electricity Supply Cor­

poration went up to £620,925 com
pared with £590,268 and profit
after depreciation was £259.471
(£279,996) of which tax takes
£102,000 (£120,000).

Masters risk
two years jail

The Nigerian Government has
given statutory force to the
regulations announced last August
and September restricting shipping
access to Nigerian ports. A master
who sails into a Nigerian port
without having first obtained an
entry notice from the Nigerian
Ports Authority risks up to two
years imprisonment, without the
option of a fine. Notices of entry
arc only issued by the authority
upon receipt from the ship of a
notice of departure two months
before it sails and a description of
its cargo and tonnage. The owner
of the ship is also liable to a similar
term in prison or a daily fine of
10,000 naira for each day that the
vessel stays in Nigerian territorial
waters.

The decree, which the Nigerian
Government says will be reviewed
as soon as possible, also proscribes
the shipment of cement. At present
the rate of discharge of cement is
estimated at between 18,000 and
20.000 tons a day compared with
just over 2,000 tons a day at the
end of July. The latest figures from
the NPA say that there are 272
ships awaiting berthing facilities at
Lagos, 149 of them arc carrying
1.354,723 tons of cement.

Cement blocks
British exports

The Trade Department has been
asked to intervene because large
quantities of British exports arc in
danger of being seized and sold olT
abroad to pay debts following the
collapse of Africa Container Line.

The company was based in Old
Bond Street, London. It chartered
11 foreign ships and went out of
business because the ships could
not get into Nigeria's crowded
ports to unload.

Shipowners claim the bills of
lading give them the right to seize
any of the cargo and dispose of it
to clear debts owing to them by
Africa Container, This may
become a matter for legal argu­
ment but most of the ships arc Ger­
man or Norwegian and would take
the goods to their homelands for
sale.

Several hundred exporters have
consignments at risk. Exports
worth around £30 million could be
involved. One move is to try to per­
suade the Nigerians to let the ships
have priority instead of having to
queue for months to get into port.

Apart from cargo on board
ships off Nigeria, other con­
signments have been dumped in
Ghana and Togo, leaving the ex­
porter to find a way of getting them
to Nigeria. The problem has arisen
because of the great Nigerian ce­
ment muddle, with as much cement
ordered for delivery in a single year 

as the country’s ports could nor­
mally handle in seven years.

The Department of Trade is
making strenuous efforts to get the
Nigerians to give priority to the
Africa Container Line ships and
hopes to sec them all unloaded by
the end of January. This would
avert the risk of cargo being sold
off by the ship-owners. But this will
be opposed by other shipping lines
if it delays their own services, and
puts up costs.

It could take until July to get all
the containers out of the docks
because the container terminal for
Lagos can handle only 365 con­
tainers a month. There are said to
be 1.500 containers on board ten
Africa Container ships queuing off
Nigeria and that a further 1,500
containers have been offloaded at
ports in other West African coun­
tries. Taking the two lots together,
their total value with cargo
amounts to about £40 million.
Only one of eleven Africa Con­
tainer ships has unloaded so far.

Ferry to beat
bottlenecks

A deep sea roll-on, roll-off ferry
has been chartered by a new com­
pany, African Ferry Services, to
try to help British exporters beat
Nigerian shipping bottlenecks. The
company has been formed by the
Manchester based Ski Transport
International and Arabian Freight
Services. The charter vessel,
holding 180 trailers, makes its
maiden voyage from Felixstowe to
Cotonou, 85 miles from Lagos on
January 28.
• The Huddersfield firm of
Peabody Holmes has shipped a
100 ton crusher, capable of turning
two or three ton limestone rocks
into small gravel at the rate of 300
tons an hour, to Calabar. It will be
used to prepare raw material for a
cement manufacturing plant.

Tanker surplus
hits Liberia

Liberia has been worst affected
by the current surplus in oil
tankers. There are 47.7m.
deadweight tons of tankers laid up
or idle and 30.8 per cent (about
15m. tons) of this represents
Liberian vessels. Next worst
affected is Norway at 26 per cent.
The UK share is 12.1 per cent.

Ore ship tip
Shipping consultants H. P.

Drewry forecast that shipping re­
quirements for the transport of iron
orc are likely to grow at a faster
rate than for international trade as
a whole over the next few years
because of the increasing
dependence of steelmakers on dis­
tant supplies of ore.
• Sweden has become the tenth
member of the association of Iron
Ore Exporting Countries, which
has its headquarters in London.
The other members are Algeria,
Chile, Australia, India. Mauritania.
Peru, Sierra Leone, Tunisia and
Venezuela.
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The state of the cocoa crops
Gill and Duffus' latest report overall Brazilian production for the

(just before Chnstmas) on the 1975/76 season to be about

^SHIPPING News

due
Japan F<

| Abidjan.

MITSUI OSK LINE
INWARDS — SEA IRISH sig
Kobe Jan. 22; Lagos Mar. 8-18;
Tcma Mar. 24-28; Takoradi Mar.
29-31; Abidjan Mar. 26-28.

BLACK STAR LINE/USNH
WESTBOUND - OTI RIVER
Tcma Dec. 14; Takoradi Dec. 19;
Philadelphia Jan. 7; New York Jan.
11; thence Gulf.

NORTHBOUND — VIKAREN
due Takoradi Jan. 16-18; Abidjan
Jan. 20 23.

PALM LINE
SOUTHBOUND —
ENUGUPALM due London Jan
13; LAGOS PALM due Liverpool
Jan. 12.

ELDER DEMPSTER LINES
SOUTHBOUND — From Liver­
pool: FOURAH BAY sig Jan. 1.
From London; POLYDORUS sig
Dec. 29; EBOE due Matadi Dec.
30;SHERBRO sig Apapa Dec. 28.
From N. Continent! DUNKWA

WESTWIND AFRICA LINE
SOUTHWIND — Burnside Jan
4-5; Houston Jan. 7-8.

BARBER LINES
OUTWARDS - TUGELA due
Tcma Jan. 6. thence Lagos/Apapa
and Douala, TIJUCA sig
Baltimore Jan. 19. New York Jan.
23 for Monrovia. Abidjan. Tema
and Douala.

HOMEWARDS — TUUCA now
due New York, thence Norfolk and
Baltimore; TUGELA due
Lagos/Apapa mid Jan.. Douala
end Jan. for US North Atlantic.

NORTHBOUND — RIVER
ETHIOPE due London Jan. 12;
ORANYAN from Sapcle.
Takoradi and Abidjan. Due Belfast
Jan. 15 and Glasgow due Jan. 20.

ROYAL INTEROCEAN LINES
INWARDS — LONDON
CITIZEN due Tcma Jan. 12th;
Douala Jan. 14/23; Apapa Jan. 27
from Hong Kong.

NORTHBOUND — ELMINA
PALM sig Port Harcourt Jan. 12;
LOBITO PALM sig Apapa Jan.

THE NIGERIAN NATIONAL
SHIPPING LINE
SOUTHBOUND — RIVER
GONGOLA sig Glasgow Jan. 16;
Takoradi Jan 29; Lome Jan. 31;
Sapcle Feb. 3.

MAERSK LINE
INWARDS — M AREN
MAERSK sig from Kobe Jan. 31-
Fcb. 5; Matadi JOHANNES
MAERSK Jan. 29-31.

K' LINE
EASTBOUND
GUATEMALA MARU ___
Japan Feb, 4th, from Lagos and

AFRICA LINE
SOUTHBOUND — HOEGH
HERON sig Dakar Jan. 161
Freetown Jan. 18: Monrovia Jan

THE EAC LINES
SOUTHBOUND — ATREVIDA
sig Copenhagen Jan. 22; Aarhus
Jan. 25; Bremen Jan. 27; Hamburg
Jan. 29. Antwerp Jan. 31; Rotter'
dam Feb. 3; Rouen Feb.
Lagos/Apapa Feb. 18.

NORTHBOUND — SINALOA-
Sailed Lagos Dec. 31; Lome Jan'
4. Colonu Jan. 10. Due Abidjan
Jan. 12; Rotterdam Jan. 22-
Copenhagen Jan. 25; Aarhus Jan-
26; Bremen Jan. 28; Hamburg Jfln'
29; Antwerp Jan. 31.

AUTOMEDON sig Amsterdam
Jan. 14; DALLA due Douala Dec.
29; DARU due Banjul Jan 8;
IDOMENEUS sig Apapa Jan. 3;
OSTERFERN arr. Apapa Sept.
18.
From Dublin: MANO due Douala

commercial production is forecast
at 8'0.000 metne tonnes m-shcll

, (850.000 for crush. 20.000 edible
'■ for export), up 18 per cent on
r 1974. In Nigcna and Niger,
. however, production has been
■ sharply curtailed by pest
: infestations and an epidemic of

green rosette groundnut virus.
Commercial out turn in Nigena is
expected to be much the same as
last year — 225,000 tonnes —
compared with average production
over Im tonnes dunng the late
1960‘s Niger’s commercial
groundnut crop, which has ranged
between 150,000 and 250,000
tonnes in recent years, is expected
to be negligible. 1

World production of groundnuts
in 1975 is estimated at 17.9m.
meme tonnes in shell. up I.Im.
tonnes, or 7 per cent, from 1974’s
outturn. The increase primarily
reflects a bumper harvest in India,
estimated at a record 6.4m. tonnes,
up 1.4m. tonnes on last year’s
drought-reduced harvest.

Contract call
A number of developing

countries have asked the Asian
African Legal Consultative Com­
mittee, based in New Delhi, to
draw up model standard contracts
for a wide range of commodities.

216.000 tonnes.
World grindings for 1976 (calen­

dar year) arc at 13m. tonnes, an
increase of 4.8 per cent over the es­
timated grindings for 1975.
Producing country grindings are
expected to increase substantially
for the third successive year but
those in the mam consuming coun­
tries by only 38 per cent, with the
biggest increase in America and
virtually none in Russia, because of
the foreign exchange problem in­
volved in buying in large amounts
of grain.

GSP extended
America’s Generalised Scheme

of Preference has now been extend­
ed to grant duty free entry to cocoa’
butter, cake and powder and
chocolate made in. and exported
directly from, developing countries
(beans and unsweetened chocolate
were already duty free). Most
cocoa producers benefit except for
Cuba and the OPEC members,
Nigeria. Venezuela and Ecuador.

Gill and.Duffus conclude their
report by pointing out that despite
a crop which could be the third
largest on record and grindings still
well down (though moving up) on
the figures which obtained before
the recession the surplus could well
be as little as 24.000 tonnes!

Forecast for
groundnuts

The outlook for groundnut
harvests m West Africa is mixed,
according to the Statistical Report
of the ForcignAgncultural Service
of the US Department of

BLACK STAR LINE/UK/
CONTINENT
SOUTHBOUND - KLORTE
LAGOON Bremen Jan. 14; Ham
burg Jan. 13; Antwerp Jan 17;
Rotterdam Jan. 20; Rouen Jan. 22.
BENYA RIVER —
Middlesbrough Jan. 23.

NORTHBOUND - KLORTE
LAGOONAmstcrdam Jan. 8;
Rotterdam Jan. 10

NORTHBOUND. To Liverpool
EBANI due Pointe Noire Dec. 29.
To London: SHONGA due Dec.
29; DEGEMA due Takoradi Dec.
29;DIXCOVEdue Dec. 30.
To N. Continent; LYCAON due
Abidjan Dec. 29.
To Avonmouth: FALABA due
Jan. 6; PEGU due Dec. 30

EASTBOUND — DEIDO sig
Douala Dec. 29. DONGA sig
Apapa Jan. 6.

WESTBOUND - To New York:
DUMBAIA due Baltimore Dec.
29; DUMURRA due Philadelphia
Dec. 29.

world’s cocoa markets says that
since the beginning of October the

, i.i price has remained firm, never fall
■ mg below £655 a ton and a week
SI . before Christmas nearest position

-• Mam Crop Ghana was bang
quoted at £755 a tonne. Gill and

| k &u^us attribute the firmness of the
j !’ prices to two factors, a trickle of
i reports that perhaps there may not

be as much cocoa about as once
forecast, for example Ivory Coast
mam crops may not top 180,000
tonnes, seemingly low purchase
figures from Ghana so far. rumours
that Russia is buying liquor and

’’I • butter m Brazil and paying in oil,
renewed buying by some American

‘ ; manufacturers. The other factor is
j 1 that producers have not rushed to

market to make quick killings on
the higher prices but have let them
rise gently and pulled back
whenever they declined.

In Ghana the decline in
purchases although expected has
been sharper than forecast, even so
by December II purchases
amounted to 265.321 (long) tons

: .’ compared uith 231.263 at the
/I . same time in 1974. (The Volta

i. Region is said to have been badly
hit by losses from black pod infec­
tion. some farmers in the northern
part may not be able to harvest any
cocoa). The overall forecast is
about 400.000 tonnes compared
with last season’s estimated
production of 377.000 tonnes.

Because of (regrettably under
standable) doubts about sterling.

by the Cocoa Marketing
Company, have been in US dollars.
There is a feeling that estimates of
-50.000 tonnes of sales are likely

’ to be fulfilled.

Confusion

In Nigcna the scene is a little
confused because of a stnkc by
t^oducc Inspectors m September
and October which has affected the
monthly grading figures but it does
veem that the crop could be as

. "^ch as 235.000 tonnes, for the
Previous couple of seasons it has
been around 215.000 tonnes.

Thcrc have been quite a few­
reports that Ivory Coast’s crop is
ao‘ 8°'ng to match earlier
^°!PCCIS; ,hou8h lhcre have been
continued good sales by Ivonan
^PPers. h seems that there has
r!n S0mJe sort or set back, wvth
.. ’“ $?d 10 ** ra‘ber small this
>ear and wet weather both delaying

1Tn,l0Abidjan and

28*604  ht,On”cs’ c°mparcd with
before r nthe Sa,ne ,ime ,he >'ear

cent 3,W0 ,onncs. a six per

to have'cn Baf"a main crop secms

last year’s u l- Uch niorc ,han

Hons. '
and Duffus expect I
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NOTICES

Worldwide Shipping
FAST .... RELIABLE . . . .COMPETITIVE
* Household effects, Personal effects estimated, packed

and crated Packing eases supplied
* Cars collected, prepared and shipped.
• Air freight
• Tax free goods - Competitive quotes
• Low cost air fares
Please write or phone for FREE quotations
RONRIDGE LIMITED,
152 Camden Hill Road, London, W8.
Tel: (01) 727 6070

THE PORT OF BANJUL (GAMBIA)
recently expanded with World Bank Aid
operates a marine dockyard with drydocking
(slipping) facilities for vessels up to 500 tons
docking displacement. A second slipway
provides prompt services to motor and sail­
ing yachts and small size fishing boats and
canoes at reasonable charges and con­
cessions.

Why not join our growing band of satisfied
customers.

Create your ©wn

REFERENCE
LIBRARY

Bind your copies of WEST AFRICA in the
EASIBINDER.
Attractively bound in blue Balacron with the
title blocked in gold on the spine, the
Easibinder is designed to hold 26 copies of
WEST AFRICA.
The Easibinder opens flat for easy reference
and copies can be removed and replaced with

ease.
Price: £2.40 including postage and V.A.T.

Cheques payable to Easibind Ltd.

; EASIBIND LTD., 4 UXBRIDGE ST., LONDON W8 7SZ, !
I ENGLAND. ;
J I enclose p.o./cheque value...................................................for i
[ .........................binders at £2.40 each for WEST AFRICA, }

! Name...................................................................................................... }

] Address............................................................................... ................... •

! ....................................................................... Date................................. !

complete with fitting kit and speakers on very special

PACKING & SHIPPING
FREE ESTIMATES

★
To avoid any chance of your
goods being lost we pack all
your goods in ONE large
packing case specially made
for your requirements Our
representative will bs glad to
call at your home to give a
FREE estimate for packing
and shipping to West Africa at
competitive prices
LANGRIDGE
INTERPAK LIMITED
Building No. 16,
Denham Studio Estate, •
North Orbital Road,
Denham. Uxbridge
Middlesex UB9 5HE
Tel DENHAM 2776
(STD Code 089 583)

LEFT HAND DRIVE
CAR SPECIALIST THE
BEST IN THE BUSINESS

All makes supplied.
Peugeot, Volvo, Toyota,
Renault, VW., B.M.W.,
Citroen etc.

FOR INFORMATION
PLEASE CONTACT:

Mr. George,
Caryatid Motors Limited,
2-6 Durham Road,
Finsbury Park,
London, N.7. '

Tel: (01) 272 7249/2424

WEST AFRICA: Issues for the period 1917-1973 are
available on microfilm from E.P. MICROFORM LTD
Bradford Rd., East Ardsley, Wakefield WF3 2JN
Tel; Wakefield 823 971.

TAX FREE + DISCOUNT
I pA TELEVISIONS & REFRIGERATORS
\| J | Fully tropicalised export models. Also other domestic
’ M 1 electrical appliances. Grundig Shortwave Car Radio

Write, phone or call FINCHFERN LTD. (Dept. WA)
71 Oxford Street, London W1R 1RB. Tel :01 439 4056/4595

Cars Shipped on Roll-On/Roll-Off Car Carriers.
Cheapest Rates — Best Service

FERNANDO FREIGHT FORWARDING
233 Staines Road, Hounslow, Middlesex.

Please note Telephone Nos: 570 5998 — 570 6360

APAPA

✓--------- Shipping and Airfreight to West Africa - k
WE ARE SPECIALISTS IN HANDLING OF

GOODS OR HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS.
WE SHIP CARS. VANS, TRUCKS WE PACK WITH CARE.

WE SHIP TO ANY PART OF THE WORLD.
We also arrange chartered or schedule nights

for our customers.
! For further details please contact

the company’s managing director:

AWO BROTHERS & CO. LIMITED
13 John Ruskin Street, London, SE5

• Tel: 01-701 3850
Office hours: Mondey to Fridey 9.30 iJn.-630 pjn. and Saturday 10 un.-2 pai.

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS

NEED A HUSBAND OR WIFE? FRIEND OR PARTNER?
If YES. contact us immediately for sincere and confidential social in­
troductions to meet your kind of LADY or MAN, from among our
selected lists of respectable Africans of all ages and classes at home
and overseas In this present booming society one does not need to be
lonely, bored, fed up, uncared for, unrespected or unsupported. If you
let us know your problem in confidence, we may well have an im­
mediate solution to the satisfaction of other members' whilst our
representative offices in Germany . France. West Indies, U S.A., Nigeria
and London will be quite helpful to your needs. We will forward you
more interesting detailed information if only you care to send two self­
addressed stamped envelopes to

OVERSEAS FRIENDSHIP AND MARRIAGE BUREAU
LOFTER HOUSE,

P.O. BOX 8371, or 39 VICTORIA STREET,
LAGOS, NIGERIA WESTMINSTER, S.W.1.
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TEL: 01-553 5520/40

Rowin limited

ut the industrial Estate)

SITUATIONS VACANT
NOTICES Cont

EDUCATIONAL

4 Cambridge Terrace,
London NW1 ,4JL.

(1) Low Cost Air Fares. Return
from AFRICA C145 —
CARIBBEAN £129 -
USA'CANADA E99 — FAR
EAST fl38

The specialists m house
hold effects

merchandise We arrange
discount on cars Volvo —
Peugeot — Mercedes Benz
— Trucks — TV — Fridges

MILDEK ENTERPRISES LTD.
34 Malpas Road.
London. SE4 IBS

CHEAP AIR FARES TO
LAGOS/BENIN FROM

£100

— Freezers — Combined
Electnc Cookers etc

Contact you' Area Agent or
ACE (Travels & Shipping) LTD, I

1 VERONICA ROAD,
LONDON SW.17.

Tel 01 657 3261
Telex: 28604 ref 396

WAREHOUSE Tel. 01 267 2561/2
AGENTS REQUIRED —
INVESTMENT INVOLVED

CAR INSURANCE IMMEDIATE
COVER AND BY INSTALMENT

PAYMENT.
PERSONAL IOANS. ETC.

Tel: (01) 691 0884
(24 hours)

ROBERT FISHER
(Packing & Shipping) LTD
32 LEXINGTON STREET

LONDON W1R 4DD
Telephone 01 734 6901

Cables Fishertran/London
Telex 24660

(3) Book your HOLIDAYS NOW
EASTER - SUMMER —
XMAS or ANNUAL Tickets

(4) SHIPPING' SHIPPING!!
Prompt and regular sailing.
We accept payment at
destinations. Special
concession for Ghanaians
and Nigerians - West
Africans returning home for
good m 1976. Our own
chartered vessels sailing Oct.
Nov and Dec BOOK A'OW

Write or Tcieohone
ELSCOURT INTERNATIONAL EXPORT
MOTORS LIMITED,
17/29 MARKFIELD ROAD LONDON N15 4OA
Telephone 01 808 6755 or 01 808 1300

SHIPPING CARS
IS OUR SPECIALITY
WE ALSO HANDLE

PERSONAL & HOUSEHOLD
EFFECTS

FOR
ROLLS ROYCE SERVICE

AT MINI PRICES

40 pence buys one line (ap­
prox. four words) on the
classified advertising
pages. There is a minimum
charge of £2.40 which is
six lines (approx. 24
words).

TRAVELLING ABROAD?
CHEAPEST FARES

SHIPPING HOUSEHOLD
EFFECTS^ HOME?

CHEAPEST RATES
IMPORTING OR

EXPORTING? MOST
COMPETITIVE FEES

LET US CRATE, SHIP &
TRANSPORT YOUR

BELONGINGS TO YOUR
HOME

WE ARE EXPERIENCED
AND EAGER TO HELP
Convince yourself by

calling:
A. & P. SHIPPING

AGENCIES
15 York Road, Ilford,

JeBave
CM ATOL O74ABCD

u, BRITISH CAUllOHIAN AIRWAYS

COMMONWEALTH
STUDENTS CHILDREN

SOCIETY
A qualified Social Worker re­
quired based in London
Stimulating opportunity to work
,n a mult.-racial team Diverse
case load - mainly child care and
housing Knowledge of African
and/or Carnbean culture an ad­
vantage Application forms and
further details from

General Secretary

COLLEGE OF
JOURNALISM
Fleet Street, London
Prepare for an Interesting
career in Press, broadcastin fl.
information work and '

SHIPPING |
SERVICES

We pack and ship to all West
African ports yout household

goods and vehicles.
Schedule economical flights to'

our customers
Sava poundt not pancalll

| We solve the congestion at
APAPA through our Express

Service — call the Experts1
Pan payment at destination can

be arranged

DAPSON MARKETING
COMPANY

81 Kingwood Raid,
London SW2 4JN.
Tel 01 674 1998

Warehouse
01 692 152001-691 3074

Works Manage —hl
275 000 successes Very hg v
recommended t>y
African students Fo
YOUR CAREER w",Ie ,odaV

THE PRINCIPAL
The RAPID RESULTS

COLLEGE
Dept NR1 Tu.non Hmise.

London SWt9 40S.
CACC Accredited __

ALL "HiLto bL ASHt D Left H.ind Drive
Building Materials A>i type*  Cement Asbestos Sheets
o' New Galvanised Corrugated Sheets Scaf*O*d  Fittings. Stce
Windows Sheets Steei Jomts and Member^ H ^,a,nct'p 1,n.ctc

'«"> BMC Vi"’1

of world journalism This
College has launched
many West Africans on
successful careers Dav
and evening classes m
mass communications
Write today for brochure
to College of Journahs'T'i
62 Fleet Street. Lond° gg
England Tel QI 883 739___.

USED CARS AT EXPORT PRICES PLUS
MAXIMUM DISCOUNT, also new Cars. Tax free
Landrover - Range Rover - Peugeot-Volkswagen - Opel

— Mercedes - Renault - Etc
All cars are left hand drive Shipment to any African port
can be arranged by us. For prices FOB Rotterdam.

Please write or phone us

ALARDS-AUTOBEDRIJF-B.V.
GERWENSEWEG 31-50 HELMOND

The NETHERLANDS.
Telephone 04920-38255.

The name
in the shipping world

01-6562126

general
CERTIFICATE OF

EDUCATION
First class 10'1*0"  By ‘’gce'
.s.thoul textbooks lor
YVAtC Schoo'Cc-F
LL B) Accountancy

For a regular

CONTAINER
service to Lagos and for all

of your

SHIPPING
to Wert Africa contact:
OVERSEAS CARRIERS

I LTD., Armoury Way,
London SW18.
Phone: 01-874 0219

Freight
Services

Bulk shipment ol IM "M|e
contents ol your borne our

speciality .
Your lorries. cais and o her
□cods are well looked alter.
Solely o' vour consignmentis
our pliirrarv concern.
Now lor immediate and tree
estimate*  consult —

HALL
ThTOXFORD CORRESPONDENCE COLLEGE

Secondhand Vehicles* Gocduved Left Han
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THE POLYTECHNIC, IBADAN

SITUATIONS VACANT Cont.

The Faculty has two inter related divisions — Commerce and Communication Sciences The former provides educational programmes of
occupational preparation in Accountancy. Banking, Business Administration and Secretarial Practice as well as basic and service courses in
Economics and Management New programmes are planned in Insurance. Marketing and Bilingual Secretaryship Communication Sciences covers all
aspects of courses m language communication and cultural transmission. Basic courses are provided in English. French Yoruba History. Music and
Religious Studies.

Applications are invited for the following new senior academic appointments as designated Principal Officers of The Polytechnic. Ibadan

FACULTY OF COMMERCE AND COMMUNICATION SCIENCES

The Faculty is responsible for the Polytechnic's current educational programmes of occupational preparation in Engineering (Civil. Electrical, and
Mechanical! and Environmental Studies (Architectural Technology and Town Planning) Basic courses offered are Engineering Drawing. Fine Art
Geography and Geology New programmes are planned in Fine Art. Estate Management and Land Surveying

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE AND FINE ART
Applicants should have appropriate tertiary academic qualifications in either Architecture or Three-Dimensional Design (including two or more of

furniture design industrial design interior design, jewellery and stiversmithing, and theatre design! The successful candidate will be expected not only
to teach courses within his professional speciality, but also to provide administrative co-ordination as well as academic leadership m fostering a unity
of purpose for the two sections of the Department

HEAD OF DEPARTMENTOF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES
Applicants should have appropriate tertiary academic qualifications m Geography. Geology, Land Surveying or some other related field with wide

teaching or research or professional experience In particular, candidates should be able to demonstrate a capacity for academic leadership and skills
appropriate to the development and effective teaching of multi-disciplinary courses geared to the needs of students enrolled m other courses. The
successful candidate will be expected to make a significant contribution to the development and teaching of the Department s proposed diploma
programmes

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT OF TOWN PLANNING AND ESTATE MANAGEMENT
Applications are invited from well qualified professionals with extensive professional research or teaching experience in Town Planning or Estate

Management The successful candidate will be expected not only to teach courses within his professional speciality, but also to provide administrative
co-ordination as well as academic leadership in fostering a unity of purpose for the two sections of the Department

FACULTY OF NATURAL SCIENCES
The Faculty contains biologists chemists, physicists and mathematicians working together to provide a variety of basic courses and specialist

occupational courses The Faculty recognises the need for non-spccialist scientists and multi-disciplinary activities of teaching and research in all
aspects of Natural Sciences as well as the science educational needs of students following programmes of study that are not basically science orien­
tated

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY
Applications are invited from well qualified scholars with wide research and teaching experience in General Biology at the post-secondary level The

successful candidate will be required to participate fully in the future development of terminal laboratory technology programmes for Students who
have completed GCE A level programmes m the Polytechnic in particular candidates should be able to demonstrate a capacity for the development
and effective teaching of multi-disciplinary ecology courses in team teach.ng situations and geared to the needs of students enrolled in other courses

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS
Applicants should have a post graduate degree m Mathemaucs Statistics or Computer Sc-ences as well as extensive research and teachina

experience at the tertiary level Preference will be given to candidates who are able to demonstrate a capacity for academic leadership and skills ao-
propnato to the development and effective teaching of service courses geared to the needs of students enrolled in other courses chiefly enameerino
and commerce The successful candidate w.ll be required to initiate the future development of term.nai computer technology programmes for students
who have completed GCE A level programmes in the Polytechnic

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS
Applications ore invited from well qualified physicists w-th wide research and teaching experience at the post secondary level Preference will be

given to candidates who can demonstrate a capacity for academic leadership and skills appropr.atc to the development of close links with the Depart­
ment of Electrical Engineering in mounting inter-disciplinary courses of study and research projects In particular the successful candidate will be re­
quired to participate fully m the future development of terminal laboratory technology programmes for students who have completed GCE A level
programmes in the Polytechnic
GENERAL

The academic staff arc expected to contnbute to both teaching of their disciplines in the internal diploma and external cert.ficate oroarammes as
well as research or public service projects .n thc.r disciplines In addition to the instructional programmes research projects and public service oroiects
within their own Faculty staff may also be required to contribute to others mounted within other Faculties H 1
SALARY

The salary attached to the post is Grade Level 14 — N8.864 x 32O- N9.828 per annum
CONDITIONS AND FRINGE BENEFITS

Appointments are to commence as soon as possible and successful candidates will be on probation for the first three years Thereafter the
appointments would be confirmed to retiring age of 60 years if staff services are satisfactory Appointments may also be on contract Other condit.ons
of service include car basic allowance part-fum.shed accommodation. if available, at a rent of 8j%of bas.c salary subject to a maximum of N300 per
annum, or a housing allowance of N5O per month m lieu of accommodation being provided by the Polytechnic
APPLICATIONS

Applications in twelve typewritten copies containing the full curriculum vitae of the candidates and names and addresses of three referees should be
addressed to

•no Secretory, Tho Polytechnic, P.M.B. 5063, Ibadan
to reach him not later than 22nd January. 1976, in case of local applicants Overseas applications could still be received until 5th February. 1976

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT OF ACCOUNTANCY
Applications are invited from Accountants with strong academic qualifications, extensive teaching or professional experience and established

interest in the general management area. Teaching experience in/or specialist knowledge of two or more of the following is essential
Financial Accountancy Commercial and Company Law
Cost and Management Accountancy Management Information Systems and Auditing
Business Administration

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT OF LANGUAGES AND GENERAL STUDIES
Applications arc invited from well qualified scholars with wide research and teaching experience in the Languages. Mass Communication or General

Studies at the post-secondary level In particular, candidates should bo able to demonstrate a capacity for academic leadership and skills appropriate
to the development and effective teaching of new general studies courses The successful candidate will be required to participate fully m the future
development of technical and commercial educational programmes in the emerging occupations within the national economy

HEAD OF DEPARTMENT OF MANAGEMENT STUDIES
Applicants should possess relevant high academic qualifications at no less than the level of a second degree, as well as wide teaching or

professional experience with a strong background in two or more of
Business Administration Office Management
Economics Personnel Management
Marketing Organisation and Methods

FACULTY OF ENGINEERING ANP ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES
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SITUATIONS VACANT Cont.
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID

BY CASH. POSTAL ORDERS OR MONEY ORDERS ONLY

THE LONDON BRANCH
OF A NIGERIAN PUBLISHING

GROUP
REQUIRE A BUYER

Applicants must be experienced in the
procurement of materials for the Printing,
Packaging and Publishing Industries. A
knowledge of export would be an advantage
as would membership of The Institute of
Buyers or The Institute of Purchasing and
Supply. Applicants must also be able to com­
municate at all levels of management and
speak fluent English and one Nigerian
Language.

Salary negotiable according to age and ex­
perience but definitely generous.

Applicants giving comprehensive details
of education and career to date together
with the names and addresses of three
referees should be sent to:

Box No. 1990,
c o West Africa,
Bath House,
53 Holborn Viaduct,
London EC1A 2FD.

VACANCIES
An International Manufacturing Company

in Nigeria invites applications from Nigerians
qualified in Production Engineering with at
least 3 to 5 years experience in a responsible
position in industry, for over six managerial
posts in its factories in the West, North and
Eastern parts of the country.

Terms and conditions of service are attrac­
tive and competitive, and initial salaries will
be related to the calibre of the man and the
quality of his experience. Successful can­
didates will be given specialised training
necessary for the Company's type of
operations.

Applications stating details of age, general
and technical training, working experience
and present earnings should be sent to-

TRAINING & DEVELOPMENT
manager,
P.O. BOX 6,
IBADAN, NIGERIA.

Applicants who are considered suitable
will be contacted in the U.K. for preliminary
interviews in early February 197g.

;FD by FRIDAY 2 pm. ELEVEN DAYS PRIOR TO PUBLICATION All orders lor advertisements

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID The charge is 40p per line (approx four words)
- - (2 40 Duplay classifieds are f 3 SO per col inch Box Numbers E1 75 extra Copy is to be
etr»r PRINTED v TYPEWRITTEN and rs required at Bath House 53 Holborn Viaduct. London. ECIA

I
£.

0

0

| Name .

| Address

I
8

| Please enter my subscription to 'West Africa'

| For weeks commencing issue dated

I I enclose cheque/cash/postal order

SUBSCRIPTS©^
COPIES OF

WEST AFRICA
The current

subscription rates
are as follows:

■ Please print in block capitals and give postal code
I West Africa Publlsr.'ng Company Ltd., Registered in England I
 1196848. Registered Office: 68 Gloucester Place, London W1 H I

| 53 Holborn Viaduct, London EC1A 2FD

UNITED KINGDOM
52 Weeks
26 Weeks

Surface
£11.50
£6.25

Airmail

THE FAR EAST AND AUSTRALASIA
52 Weeks - £13.50
26 Weeks - £7.25

£25.00
£14.00

USA, CANADA AND LATIN AMERICA
52 Weeks - USS30.00
26 Weeks - USS16.00

USS51.00
USS26.00

OTHER COUNTRIES
52 Weeks
26 Weeks

£13.50
£7.25

£22.00
£12.00

To: West Africa Publishing Co. Ltd.,
Subscription Department, Bath House,
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Dateline
AERICA

GHANA

Daily Graphic attacks "plotters"
Col. Achcampong's disclosure that

another plot to overthrow the
government had been uncovered
and the plotters arrested must have
been a big jolt to Ghanaians as
they prepared for Christmas, said
an editorial in the Daily Graphic. K
strand running through the
previous attempts against the NRC
government had been a desire to
disrupt efforts to build a stable
society so that "a Tew selfish in
dividuals who believe they can do
better can try their hands at the art
of governing", it said. The Graphic
cited as as example the Togo
separatist movement, members of
which had. despite "the hand of
reconciliation" chosen to remain in
Togo "to continue their acts of
sabotage." As Col. Achcampong
had pointed out. said the
newspaper, the needs of the Volta
Region were receiving as much
attention as those of any other
region "Secessionist attempts
which beget active sabotage which
in turn usher in confusion arc
definitely not in anyone’s interest",
the Graphic concluded.

Col. Acheampong had revealed
the plot when receiving a delegation
of chiefs from the Volta Region just
before Christmas (for details sec
IKesf Africa January 5. p21). He
said then that there were some peo­
ple in Ghana “who believe they are
the only ones who must rule the
country. If they arc not in the
government then they must scheme
to be in the government." He
stressed: "Whoever tries to
overthrow the government is a sub-
vcrsiomst and must be dealt with
irrespective of his ethnic, social or
religious affiliation or preference."
The Head of State recalled the trial
of Mr. J. H. Mensah and others
and said they were not treated as
Ashantis or Brong Ahafos but as
subversionists. The same con­
sideration was uppermost in the
Ofusu-Appiah trial, of mostly
Progress Party men, and the Botsio
case, which involved mostly CPP
men They were not tried because
they were former CPP or PP
members, Fantis, Northerners or
Ewes, but were dealt with as sub-
vcrsionists he said.

Armed forces
“united"

Speaking at a buffet luncheon
for senior armed forces and police
officers at his Burmah Camp
residence. Col. Achcampong noted
that the presence of retired officers
at the gathering was a testimony to
the unity of the armed forces. The
success of the government “will be 

your success and its failure your
failure", he said, adding; "once a
soldier, always a soldier". The
buffet was attended by members of
the SMC and about a dozen retired
army officers and commissioners.
including Col. Kwamc Baah, one
of the three officers recently retired
who were thought to have been
closely associated with the Head of
State, Mr. E. N. Moore, the former
Attorney General, Col. K.
Agyckum, Maj. Gen. D. C. K.
Amcnu, Maj. Gen. N. A. Aferi and
Maj. Kwamc Asantc.

Following the luncheon the
state-owned Daily Graphic said
that the gathering, “at which the
retired Commissioners were con­
spicuously present, should lay to
rest all suspicions on the part of the
Ghanaian population." Recalling
that the retirement exercise was
designed to streamline the govern­
ment machinery the Graphic said
this "was followed by wild rumours
in which unfounded allegations
became rife and unjustifiable
motives were imputed to the
government’s action "
• Miss Elizabeth Achcampong,
eldest daughter of the head of state,
became engaged to Lt. J K.
Pcpcrah, a nephew of the former
Foreign Affairs Commissioner,
Col. Kwamc Baah, at a ceremony
at Burmah camp.

Manganese plans
A Mexican company is to help

Ghana's National Manganese Cor
poration in its five-year expansion
programme estimated to cost 50m.
cedis. Mr. J. E. Cudjoc, managing
director of the Corporation, told
the Commissioner for Lands and
Mineral Resources, Col. Thomas
Kutin, when he visited the mines at
Nsuta. Mr. Cudjoc said the Cor­
poration was now awaiting a draft
agreement from the Mexican com­
pany.

The National Manganese Cor­
poration was formed in January
1975 when the government took
over the mining operations at
Nsuta from the African Manganese
Company which had been mining
at Nsuta since 1923. African
Manganese was a subsidiary of the
US company. Union Carbide.

The five year plan, begun early
last year, is part of an exercise to
rehabilitate the Nsuta mines despite
claims by African Manganese that
the orc was totally depleted. It is
planned that deposits of manganese
carbonate at Nsuta will be con­
verted into oxide for the production
of ferroalloys with iron ore to be
extracted from the mine at Opon
Manso.

o Activities marking International
Women’s Year ended in Accra with
a rally addressed by Mrs. Faustina
Acheampong. wife of the Head of
State

Mrs. Achcampong said that the
search for equality for women had
given rise to misunderstanding and
added that besides asking for equal
treatment, fairness and justice in
the handling of women’s affairs,
“women arc also asking that the
mistakes of centuries be corrected
and amends made to enable them
to catch up with men”.

Mrs Achcampong noted that
traditional attitudes and beliefs had
been the greatest obstacles to
women’s development and integra­
tion in society, adding: "It is not
only fighting to assume equal con­
trol in their homes that should
preoccupy women in their
capacities as wives but to fight
against certain traditional practices
which discriminate against wives in
certain customary situations."

Operation
Golden Grain

Operation Golden Gram was
launched to mark the beginning of
the 1975 rice harvesting season
Over 64.800 ha. arc expected to be
harvested this season, a 50 per cent
increase over the last. 15m. cedis
has been set aside by the govern­
ment for the purchase of paddy
rice by the Rice Mills Unit, a 5m.
cedi increase on last year, and a
2m. cedis rice mill is planned for
Tamale. The Northern Regional
Commissioner said that the
government had spent 10m. cedis
since the inception of Operation
Feed Yourself on the import of
agricultural machinery and spare
parts.
0 The Gushc-Na. Alhaji Sulc
Alhassan, has called on the govern
ment to reconsider its decision not
to increase the price of paddy rice
in order not to dampen the spints
of farmers who needed a better
price to boost their moral. Alhaji
Sulc is one of the leading farmers in
the Northern Region.
• Barclays Bank of Ghana Ltd
invested more than 2.5m. cedis
in the Northern Region last year.
7 he money was given as loans to
150 farmers who cultivated more
than 25.000 acres of paddy rice
during the farming season.

Sportsman
of the year

The Ghanaian boxer, David
Poison Kotci. the World Boxing
Council Featherweight Champion.
has been named African
Sportsman of the Year by Afncan
sports journalists. Second in the
competition for the Mobutu Sese
Seko trophy, given by the Zaire
President, was Ethiopian distance
runner Mirus Yiftcr, with the third
place shared by two other athletes.
Filbert Bayi of Tanzania, and Alice
Annum of Ghana.

Results of the competition were
announced by Mr. Tshimpumpu
Wa Tshimpumpu. President of the
Union of Zaire Sports Journalists,
which organised the poll.
• Nana Osae Ntifu Ababio,
Adontchcne of Akwapim
Traditional Area and a patron of
the Ghana Sports Writers Associa­
tion. has called on the SMC to ap­
point a substantive Commissioner
for Sport to streamline Ghana’s
sports administration. He said that
the absence of such a com­
missioner had been the cause of
many blunders at local and in­
ternational sports commitments.

The sports portfolio is held by
the head of state. Col. Achcam­
pong. whose very heavy com­
mitments, Nana Ntifu said, did not
allow him to give sport the
necessary attention.

TMB target
Staff of the Timber Marketing

Board have been urged to improve
their services "so that with co­
operation we could expect not less
than 150m. ccdis-worth of timber
by the end of 1976", by their chair-
man. Lt. Col. S. M. V.
Akwagyiram. Presenting nine long-
service awards to workers at
Takoradi, the chairman said that
1976 had been declared a year of
hard work and better results.

He said that the board did it’s
best to sustain trade during the
bleak 1974-75 period, adding that
in 1974 436,715 tons of timber
valued at 90.029.000 cedis were ex­
ported and 484.507 tons valued at
78,051.000 cedis in 1975.
• The Government has directed all
motor parts dealers to register with
the Prices and Incomes Board.

Ghana recently issued a set of stamps to commemorate the 14th World
Boy Scout Jamboree.
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• Mr A. M. Issifu, Secretary-
General of the Ghana Trades
Union Congress, has described
merging of the four Nigerian trade
union organisations as “a credit to
Nigerian labour leaders for sinking
their differences for the interest of
the nanon". He said the new labour
movement would be in a far better
position to fight for the interest of
Nigerian workers and contribute to
development.

Mr Issifu had led a delegation
to the recent conference of
Nigcnan trade unions.
• The Organisation of African
Trade Union Unity (OATUU),
based in Accra, pledged to re­
double its efforts to improve the liv­
ing conditions of the workers and
people of Africa.

In its New Year message, the
OATUU announced that it would
hold its congress in Libya next
April to draw up a programme of
action.

/42m. health centre
The Government Las approved

the construction of a 42.5m cedis
medical centre to train Ghanaian
doctors and paramedical per­
sonnel

lhe project — first conceived
bj President Nkrumah — is being
revived to provide better, and ade­
quate, medical facilities for the
population

1 he centre will house the present
medical school attached to the un
ivcrsity and the schools of den­
tistry, nursing, laboratory
technology and a teaching hospital.
• The first Ghanaian heart
surgeon at Korle Bu, Dr. Seth
Bckoc. has appealed for the
establishment of a cardiac centre at
lhe hospital. The return of Dr.
Bekoe from training in Italy.
Canada and the US means that
open heart surgery could now be
performed m Ghana.
• Medical expens from the World
Health Organisation, the Ministry
of Health and the Ghana Medical
school have began a survey to
determine the extent of heart
diseases in Ghana.

• Col. Fclli, Ghana’s Foreign
Affairs Commissioner, has
appealed to the people of Nigeria
and Ghana, espcially sports
writers, to endeavour to promote
the spirit of co-operation and
friendship. He said it was in the
light of this that his country
supported the expansion of the
annual Nigeria-Ghana sports
festival to include other countries
in the West Africa region in the
spirit of ECOWAS. Col. Felli was
speaking in Lagos shortly before
he flew home after delivering a
special message from Col.
Achcampong to Brig. Mohammed.
• Nigeria has signed co-operation
agreements with Bulgaria and
Romania for the exchange of ex­
perts in teaching, research and
technology.

Speaking at the signing of the
agreement with Bulgaria, Brig.
Haruna, Commissioner for
Information, noted with
satisfaction that country’s expertise
in cultural matters as represented
by the cultural design of the
national arts theatre being built in
Lagos by a Bulgarian firm.
• Czechoslovakia and Nigeria
have agreed to establish diplomatic
relations at ambassadorial level.
Czechoslovakia recognised Nigeria
at independence and offered to
open diplomatic relations but the
offer w as not taken up at the time.

Enahoro and
FESTAC enquiry

Chief Anthony Enaharo. former
President of the Second World
Black and African Festival of Arts
(FESTAC), has warned against
allowing the current enquiry into
government spending on the
festival to degenerate into another
Spanish inquisition. “The enquiry
into must be open and objective .
he told a news conference.

Chief Enahoro. who has yet to
testify before the enquiry, said he
had petitioned the government to
authorise a public sitting and allo*
him legal representation and the
right to call and cross-examine
witnesses. “We must remove
whatever is undignified about the
procedure of this enquiry so that it
docs not degenerate into another
Spanish inquisition." he said.

The Federal Go vernmen
ordered an enquiry into FESTAC s
administration and finances In®
August following public complaint®
that it was costing too much.

FESTAC has been postponed
until early 1977 and its scope cur­
tailed.
• The Federal Government, which
recently awarded a 9m. naira con­
tract to Dumcz for the expansion
of Benin Airport, has approved the
award of a 6m. naira contract for
the construction of Jos airport
buildings and services to
Builders, with a completion time o
64 weeks. This project is intended
to provide buildings for passenger
and domestic cargo-handling
facilities, facilities for air traffic
control, power and maintenance
and all utility services. The airpo
will be developed to provide
facilities for Boeing 737 aircraft-

Ghana's universities enjoy
greater academic freedom under
the SMC than universities in a
number of other countries inside __U( inc N
and outside Africa; this has led to Youth Service Corps and oth
considerable peace and stability on addition m . ners’
campus, the outgoing Vice
Chancellor of the University of
Ghana, Logon, said when he paid a
courtesy call on Col. Acheampong.
Professor Kwapong has since left
to lake up his post as one of the
five Vice Rectors of the United
Nations University in Tokyo.
o A I 5m. cedis Ghanaian-owned
knocked down furniture factory,
Poku-Dane Industries Ltd., is due
to go into production next April.
All ns products will be for export
and it will initially employ 100
Ghanaians and four expatriates.

• Tamale has been selected as a
pilot centre for selective and con­
centrated development during the
projected five year plan period.

NIGERIA

No troops
for Angola

Nigeria has denied a statement
by Maj. Henrique Carvalho dos
Santos, leader of an MPLA mis­
sion to the Caribbean, that she was
planning to send troops to Angola.
Maj. dos Santos had said in
Guyana that Nigerian troops might
already be arriving in Angola and
that the Congo, Guinea and
Guinea Bissau were ready to send
troops.

Nigeria has formerly recognised
the Luanda based government of
the MPLA, promising every possi
ble assistance and “sympathetic
consideration” for any request for
military support.

A cash gift of 13.5m. naira was
made when MPLA’s Prime
Minister. Sr. Lopo do Nascimento.
visited Lagos recently, but there
has been no Nigcnan confirmation
of statements made later by the
tenner that this was only one-fifth
of assistance pledged bv Nigena.

The Nigerian Tribune has urged
the Federal Government not to
send troops to help the MPLA.
We must not shed a single drop of

■'igenan blood m this war" the
newspaper said. “To send troops to
Angola is to endorse a military
so uuon for Angola, and such a
solution is an impossibility m the
present circumstances".

The Tribune said Nigeria should
not commit troops to a war it could
not control and whose future could
not be foreseen "If we were to go
b) the experience of the US in Viet­
nam. we would be entering into a
commitment which might involve
J‘! ■" Ims of several
“1 IV? Jnd " "Posture
of millions of much needed naira"

11 also urged Nigeria to stop giv
cash aid to the MPLA govern

meal “A more sensible thing is to
too'st’mJ" ™ “ 10 helP «
^■Jeoeonom, or the donor

• Studems or Ibadan Umversity

A^badX^eS

Government to set „p , V0|unIeer
renice rorce to assist the MPLA
v'me °f ,he National

ana otners, in
»ou,“L'0»»'",b'r!0fh,s""”"-
would be willing t0 cn|lst
Pau"??pat,Onca,,,n8Il®elfthc
(PAPFRIKA??' f°r Africa

KA) a,so urged the «
laWishmenc or a volunteer corps to
support the MPLA. P

•Senior MPLA officials have
Lagos for talks » h

Nigerian leaders. n
from l^h?’ *CTCJ8 yOun8 ™
Born Sao Tome and Pnncipe; air-
Pon newsmen understood through
a interpreter that, hey r„,m^
ta group ror MPLA volunteers
from the islands.
• Nigeria has agreed to establish
diptoatic relations w„h
™t>»"rS. Bangladesh and Son
Tome and Principe.

• li has been suggested that lhe
Ministries of Agriculture and
Cocoa Affairs be relocated outside
Accra to case congestion in the
capital. Dr. George Bcnneh. acting
head of the Department of
Geography, Lcgon, was speaking
on “Ghana’s cities, present and

. future prospects", at lhe annual
New Year School at Kumasi
University.

Dr. Bcnnch pointed out that as
long as Accra remained the leading
commercial, medical, social, and

., i until the development of Tcma. in
dustnal centre, congestion could

i not be alleviated.

Accountability
• Accounting officers of public
1 corporations which did not submit

up-to-date accounts by December
31, 1975 could lose their jobs un­
der a government directive issued
last November in which the
Government asked them to ensure
that their accounts were submitted

. . for auditing in accordance with the
1 Instruments setting them up. The

directive noted that the accounts of
some corporations had not been
submitted for many years. The
names of corporations which have
not submitted up-to-date accounts

. have been given to the SMC
• Public officers have been banned
from holding posts in societies
which seek friendship with foreign
countries outside the government
A circular, signed by the Secretary
io the SMC. Mr E. M. Dcbrah.

i said that lhe Government did not
object to such societies being form

{ cd. nor public officers being
members, but it considered it map
propriatc for such officers, m
eluding members of the govern
ment. to accept offices in such
organisations.

Which language?
The All Africa Teachers

Organisation (AATO) has asked
the OAU to adopt one of the three
major African languages —
Hausa, Arabic or Swahili — as the
continent’s lingua franca, said Dr. w___ _ _ -------
S. G Nimako, Secretary-General . . r
of AATO and of the Ghana AcademiC 1^6(1001
National Association of Teachers.
He said that if the proposals were
accepted, the adopted language
would be taught as a compulsory
subject in all schools in the
continent. Dr. Nimako was
speaking in Accra on his return
from AATO’s second assembly in
Cairo, the next assembly will be
held in Ghana in 1977
• The Government tried to bring
Dr. Nkrumah home in 1972 but he
was too ill to travel, his eldest son,
Dr. Francis Nkrumah, said in an
interview with the Peoples Evening
Am. Dr Nkrumah said that he
had been sent by the government
to Rumania to try and bring his
father home, but this was impossi
ble because of the ex-Prcsident’s
poor health. Dr. Kwame Nkrumah
died m April 1972 in a Rumanian
hospital. His body was flown to
Guinea and subsequently to Ghana
where it was interred in his home
town of Nkroful
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• Three states, Lagos, South East
and Rivers, have been granted
concessions to try and increase the
recruitment of indigenes into the
police force. While the educational
entry standard for the nine other
states has been raised, that for
candidates from Lagos, Rivers and
the South East States has been
kept to the minimum of First
School Leaving Certificate.
• The Federal Government has
approved the following producer
prices for palm produce and copra
during the 1976 season: special
palm oil 295 naira a ton, technical
palm oil 265 naira a ton, palm
kernels 150 naira a ton, copra
200m naira a ton.
• Nigeria has taken delivery of
new barges and tugs to hasten mid
stream discharge of cement to help
dccongcst Lagos port. The equip­
ment was supplied by the US com­
pany, Aeroinantinc International,
one of the overseas firms involved
in the port decongcstion exercise.

Rents enquiry
The Federal Government has

appointed an enquiry into soaring
house rents. A ten-man panel will
review the level and structure of
rents with particular reference to
urban areas, where most workers
spend nearly half their income on
housing. It will also examine the
effectiveness of existing legislative
and administrative measures for
rent control and the adequacy of
the government’s housing
programmes

The panel is expected to submit
its report by March 31.
• Two members of staff of the
Department of Veterinary
Pathology. Faculty of Veterinary
Medicine. University of Ibadan,
T.T. Isoun, B.Sc, DVM, PH.D,
and M. O. Ojo, BVMS, MRCVS,
Dip. Bacl were recently promoted
to Professional rank and
Readership rank respectively. They
arc the first Nigerian Veterinary
Surgeons to achieve this promotion
in the three Veterinary Schools in
Nigeria.
• Students of Yaba Technical
College lost their legal battle to
reverse the disciplinary action
taken against 11 of them by the in­
stitution following a boycott of lec­
tures which led to a closure of the
college.
• A committee has been appointed
to examine the implications of the
proposed takeover of television
stations from state governments.
The Information Commissioner,
Brig. Ilaruna, said that under the
scheme to existing TV stations
would serve as production centres
under a broadcasting authority.

Nigeria will get a six-station
nationwide colour television
network, probably during the
current plan period. Brig. Haruna
also announced.

The proposed colour television
network will cost 130m. naira.

A federal government statement
said that, apart from promoting
national unity, the television
network will aim at producing
programmes for export.

"Clannish
considerations"

The Nwanwcnc committee set
up to review Development Ad­
ministration in the Mid West State
has presented its report to Gover­
nor Innih. Col. Innih agreed with
the committee that the present
Development Administration
system which had been based on
clannish considerations carried
with it the seed of dissention and
destruction of all attempts at
development. Dr. Nwanwenc noted
that in the Mid West, where efforts
should be concentrated on unifying
forces in society rather than on
clans to carry out development
projects, the Clan Development
was a blunder. He had earlier told
the Governor (hat many divisional
councils and development com­
mittees were afraid to perform
their duties because they had not
been established legally.
• The joint study group on the
Development Administration
system in the South Eastern State
has presented its report to Gover­
nor Oinu.
• The Federal Government’s
purpose in exploring the possibility
of creating more states was to
carve the country into more
manageable portions so that rapid
and even development could take
place. Brig. Mohammed said when
receiving the report of the Inkefe
panel on the creation of more
states

Petrol probe
The Mid West State has an­

nounced its measures to combat
the intermittent shortage of
petroleum products in the state. It
plans to put its tankers at the dis­
posal of oil companies which need
them and to buy new ones to hire
to fuel transporters. It will set up
radio contact with the oil depot at
Ogharefe and continue efforts to in­
crease the state’s oil storage
capacity.
• Police in the Mid West state are
reported to be questioning a Ger­
man national suspected of planning
illegal exports of art works. The
man was not named and West Ger
man embassy officials said they
were checking the story.

The New Nigerian said a police
search of the German’s house in
Warn yielded religious and other
art works worth more than
500,000 naira. The man’s passport
had been seized while in­
vestigations continued.
• Mr. John Yckem Obalanglcgc,
from Otta, who has been blind
since the age of two. is returning to
Nigeria after a two-year course at
the Royal Blind School in Edm
burgh to lake up a post at the
Pacelli School for the Blind in
Lagos.
• 1,787 citizens of South Eastern
State origin have been awarded
higher education scholarships for
the 1975 76 academic session by
the State Government.
• The Sultan of Sokoto, Alhaji Sir
Abubakar, has been invited to visit
the US by the director of the
United States Information Service
at Kaduna, Mr. Lillard L. Hill.

• Dutch textile specialists have
been commissioned to survey the
possibility of reactivating the print
mills of Aba Textile Mills, which
were abandoned when the present
management took over a year ago.
• A five man delegation, headed
by the Commissioner for
Agriculture, Brig Mafeni, has
visited Brazil and Italy to negotiate
for further meat supplies for
Nigeria. In Brazil he also discussed
forestry and manioc processing.
• Mr. David A, Omatade, a
prosecuting attorney in the Federal
Prosecutor’s Office, has been
awarded an MA in criminology by
the University of Keele.
• The playwright Wole Soyinka
who returned home recently after
self-exile in Ghana has been ap­
pointed Professor of Comparative
Literature at the University of Ifc.
• A cholera outbreak in the East-
Central State has claimed seven
more lives, bringing the death toll
to 15. the Daily Times reports. The
latest victims were three nursing
mothers, three children and a
farmer in Okigwe division.
• A 2m. naira steel pipe industry is
to be established at Onitsha. The
project will be a joint venture
between an Onitshabased
company and a Japanese firm.
• Dr. T P. Reilly, the British
Athletics coach, is conducting ten
courses throughout Nigeria. His
ten day visit was sponsored by the
British Council and the Nigerian
Athletic Association.
• Alhaji Yusuf Gobir, Permanent
Secretary Federal Ministry of
Transport, has been killed in a car
crash while on holiday in Spain.
His coffin was carried by 12
permanent secretaries to a
Nigerian air force helicopter when
it arrived by Nigeria Airways at
Ikeja.
• Ukpilla Cement Factory is to be
expanded to produce 500,000
tonnes of cement a year against the
present capacity of 150,000.

LIBERIA

Tolbert's
inauguration

President William Tolbert was
sworn in to serve an cight-ycar
term as Head of State in the
presence of thousands of citizens
and distinguished visitors including
the current chairman of the OAU,
President Idi Amin of Uganda.
President Tolbert declared that he
would continue with his policies of
national self-reliance, total involve­
ment of all the people and a con­
tinuation of the system geared
towards developing local industry.

He said that he expected the
economy to grow at 6 per cent a
year, through a combination of im­
proved rice production, an expand­
ed telephone network, the benefits
of a vacational training centre to be
set up in Monrovia and construc­
tion of some 350 miles of roads,
both laterite and paved.

President Tolbert called for
more dedication and proclaimed
the coming of a new order which
“demands stricter discipline and 

sacrifice’’. He promised that
Liberia would never have a single
political prisoner and added that
there arc plans under way to make
prisons wholesome rehabilitation
centres for criminals.

President Amin was greeted
with a 21-gun salute on arrival
at Robcrtsfield International
Airport. Welcoming President
Amin, President Tolbert said that
when reference is in future made to
the inauguration of the President
and Vice-President of Liberia in
1976 it would be recorded that the
whole of Africa was present,
because of President Amin’s
prcsccncc as Chairman of the
OAU. President Amin conveyed
greetings to the people of Liberia
from the people of Uganda, and
Africa as a whole, and said that
other OAU heads of state and
governments sent greetings
through him to the people of Liber­
ia.

President Amin also met the
Guinean delegation at the
inauguration ceremony. The
delegation was led by Ismail Toure,
brother of President Sckou Toure
and also a member of the Political
Bureau of Guinea. President Amin
:xplaincd Uganda’s stand on
Angola and requested Mr. Toure
to inform President Sekou Toure
that Uganda has not changed its
stand from that of the OAU and
would only do so if the OAU at its
extraordinary Meeting in Addis
Ababa decides to change its
previous decision. He made it clear
that Uganda does not take sides
and recognizes all the three
liberation movements, as the OAU
docs. President Amin said when
taking decision on Angola all the
three liberation movements should
be represented.
• President Tolbert, in his role as a
clergyman (he is President of the
Liberia Baptist Missionary and
Educational Convention) joined
the Reverend Dr. Bennie D.
Warner. Bishop of the United
Methodist Church of Liberia, to of­
ficiate at the wedding of Mr.
Charles Cecil Dennis Sr. and Mrs.
Martha Elizabeth Prout.
• About 150 Liberians were
reportedly repatriated from Ghana
shortly before Christmas. However
offical sources have not released
any information about the
repatriations which have allegedly
been going on since September.
The Ghanaian Ambassador to
Liberia, Commodore P. F. Quaye,
wrote to The Liberian Age, which
had reported the repatriations,
denying any implication that the
repatriations were being forcibly
earned out by the Ghanaian
Government.
• The Japanese Ambassador to
Liberia and Sierra Leone, Mr.
Junnosuke Katayama, has forecast
that the development of the Mano
River Union will attract increasing
interest by Japanese businessmen
because of the larger unified
market that it will produce.
• The official pnee of rice, both
imported and locally grown, is now
S22 a bag (23 cents per official
measuring cup).
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• Il has been suggested that the
Ministries or Agriculture and
Cocoa Affairs be relocated outside
Accra to case congestion in the
capital. Dr George Benneh, acting
head of the Department of
Geography. Legon, was speaking
on “Ghana's cities, present and
future prospects", at the annual
New Year School at Kumasi
University.

Dr. Benneh pointed out that as
long as Accra remained the leading
commercial, medical, social, and
until the development of Tema. in­
dustrial centre, congestion could
not be alleviated.

Accountability
Accounting officers of public

corporations which did not submit
up to dale accounts by December
31. 1975 could lose their jobs un­
der a government directive issued
last November in which the
Government asked them to ensure
that their accounts were submitted
for auditing in accordance with the
Instruments setting them up The
directive noted that the accounts of
some corporations had not been
submitted for many years. The
names of corporations which have
not submitted up-to-date accounts
have been given to the SMC.
• Public officers have been banned
from holding posts in societies
which seek friendship with foreign
countries outside the government.
A circular, signed by the Secretary
to the SMC, Mr. E M Debrah,
said that the Government did not
object to such societies being form
cd. nor public officers being
members, but it considered it map
propnate for such officers, in­
cluding members of the govern
mem. to accept offices in such
organisations

Which language?
The All Africa Teachers

Organisation (AATO) has asked
the OAU to adopt one of the three
major African languages —
Hausa, Arabic or Sw ahili — as the
continent’s lingua franca, said Dr.
S G Nimako. Secretary General
of AATO and of the Ghana
National Association of Teachers.
He said that if the proposals were
accepted, the adopted language
would be taught as a compulsory-
subject m all schools in the
continent Dr. Nimako was
speaking in Accra on his return
from AATO’s second assembly in
Cairo, the next assembly will be
held in Ghana in 1977.
• The Government tned to bring
Dr. Nkrumah home in 1972 but he
was too ill to travel, his eldest son,
Dr. Francis Nkrumah. said in an
interview with the Peoples Evening
A'ens. Dr. Nkrumah said that he
had been sent by the government
to Rumania to try and bring his
father home, but this uas impossi
ble because of the ex-President’s
poor health. Dr. Kwamc Nkrumah
died in April 1972 in a Rumanian
hospital. His body was flown to
Guinea and subsequently to Ghana
where it was interred in his home
town of Nkroful.

• Mr. A M. Issifu, Secretary-
General of the Ghana Trades
Union Congress, has described
merging of the four Nigenan trade
union organisations as “a credit to
Nigenan labour leaders for sinking
their differences for the interest of
the nation". He said the new labour
movement would be in a far better
position to fight for the interest of
Nigenan workers and contribute to
development.

Mr Issifu had led a delegation
to the recent conference of
Nigenan trade unions.
• The Organisation of African
Trade Union Unity (OATUU).
based in Accra, pledged to re­
double its efforts to improve the liv­
ing conditions of the workers and
people of Africa.

In its New Year message, the
OATUU announced that it would
hold its congress in Libya next
April to draw up a programme of
action

rf42m. health centre
The Government i>as approved

the construction of a 42 5m cedis
medical centre to train Ghanaian
doctors and paramedical per
sonnel.

The project — first conceived
by President Nkrumah — is being
revised to provide better, and ade­
quate. medical facilities for the
population.

The centre will house the present
medical school attached to the un­
iversity and the schools of den
tistry, nursing, laboratory­
technology and a teaching hospital.
• The first Ghanaian heart
surgeon al Korle Bu, Dr. Seth
Bekoc. has appealed for the
establishment of a cardiac centre at
lhf hospital. The return of Dr
Bckoe from training m Italy,
lanada and the US means that
open heart surgery could now be
performed m Ghana.
• Medical experts from the World
Health Organisation, the Ministry
of Health and the Ghana Medical
school have began a survey to
determine the extent of heart
diseases m Ghana.

Academic freedom
Ghana's universities enjoy

sreater aeadenne freedom under
the SMC than universities in a
number of other
and outside Africa, this has led lo
considerable peace and stability „„
eantpus the outgoing vice
Chancclor of the University of
Ghana, logon, said « hen he paid a
cnahesy call on Col. Acheampong
Professor K.apong has since left
to take up his post as one of the
S'''“rli“:'0,s °f "» United
Nations University in Tokyo.
• A I 5m cedis Ghanaian-owned
knocked down furniture factory
Poku Dane Industries Ltd., is due
io go into production next Apnl
All its products will be for export
and it will initially employ 100
Ghanaians and four expatriates.
• Tamale has been selected as a
pilol centre for selective and con-
cenlratcd development during the
P'«Wed five year plan pen’d

NIGERIA

No troops
for Angola

Nigeria has denied a statement
by Maj. Henrique Carvalho dos
Santos, leader of an MPLA mis­
sion to the Caribbean, that she was
planning to send troops to Angola.
Maj. dos Santos had said in
Guyana that Nigerian troops might
already be arriving in Angola and
that the Congo, Guinea and
Guinea Bissau were ready to send
troops.

Nigena has formerly recognised
the Luanda-based government of
the MPLA. promising every possi
ble assistance and "sympathetic
consideration" for any request for
military support

A cash gift of 13.5m. naira was
made when MPLA’s Prime
Minister, Sr Lopo do Nascimento.
visited Lagos recently, but there
has been no Nigenan confirmation
of statements made later by the
Premier (hat this was only one-fifth
of assistance pledged bv Nigeria.

The Nigerian Tribune has urged
the Federal Government not to
send troops to help the MPLA.
"We must not shed a single drop of
Nigenan blood in this war" the
newspaper said. "To send troops to
Angola is to endorse a military
solution for Angola, and such a
solution is an impossibility in the
present circumstances".

The Tribune said Nigena should
not commit troops to a war it could
not control and whose future could
not be foreseen. "If we were to go
by the cxpencnce of the US in Viet­
nam. we would be entering into a
commitment which might involve
this nation in the loss of several
thousand lives and in expenditure
of millions of much needed naira”.

It also urged Nigena to stop giv­
ing cash aid to the MPLA govern
ment. "A more sensible thing is to
give aid in kind, so as to help to
boost the economy of the donor
country".

• Students of Ibadan University
have volunteered to fight in Angola
'or the MPLA. The President of
the students’ union, Mr. Banji
Adcgboro. had asked the Federal
Government to set up a volunteer
service force to assist the MPLA.
He said members of the National
' outh Service Corps and others, in
addition to members of his union,
would be willing to enlist.

An organisation calling itself the
Patriotic Front for Africa
tPAPFRIKA) also urged the es­
tablishment of a volunteer corps to
iuppon the MPLA.

• Senior MPLA officials have
visited Lagos for talks with
Nigenan leaders.

With them were 18 young men
from Sao Tome and Principe; air­
port newsmen understood through
an interpreter that they formed the
first group for MPLA volunteers
from the islands.
• Nigena has agreed to establish
diplomatic relations with Lux­
embourg. Bangladesh and Sao
Tome and Principe.

• Col. Fclli, Ghana’s Foreign
Affairs Commissioner, has
appealed to the people of Nigena
and Ghana, espcially sports
writers, to endeavour to promote
the spirit of co-operation and
friendship. He said it was in the
light of this that his country
supported the expansion of the
annual Nigeria-Ghana sports
festival to include other countries
in the West Africa region in the
spirit of ECOWAS. Col. Fclli was
speaking in Lagos shortly before
he flew home after delivering a
special message from Col.
Achcampong to Brig. Mohammed.
• Nigeria has signed co-operation
agreements with Bulgaria and
Romania for the exchange of ex­
perts in teaching, research and
technology.

Speaking at the signing of the
agreement with Bulgaria, Bng.
Haruna, Commissioner for
Information, noted with
satisfaction that country’s expertise
in cultural matters as represented
by the cultural design of the
national arts theatre being built in
Lagos by a Bulgarian firm.
• Czechoslovakia and Nigeria
have agreed to establish diplomatic
relations at ambassadorial level.
Czechoslovakia recognised Nigena
at independence and offered to
open diplomatic relations but the
offer was not taken up at the ume.

Enahoro and
FESTAC enquiry

Chief Anthony Enaharo. former
President of the Second World
Black and African Festival of Arts
(FESTAC), has warned against
allowing the current enquiry into
government spending on the
festival to degenerate into another
Spanish inquisition. “The enquiry
into must be open and objective’’.
he told a news conference.

Chief Enahoro. who has yet to
testify before the enquiry, said he
had petitioned the government to
authorise a public sitting and allow
him legal representation and the
right to call and cross-examine
witnesses. “We must remove
whatever is undignified about the
procedure of this enquiry so that it
docs not degenerate into another
Spanish inquisition," he said.

The Federal Government
ordered an enquiry into FESTAC *
administration and finances la* 1
August following public complaints
that it was costing too much.

FESTAC has been postponed
until early 1977 and its scope cur­
tailed.
• The Federal Government, which
recently awarded a 9m. naira con­
tract to Dumcz for the expansion
of Benin Airport, has approved the
award of a 6m. naira contract for
the construction of Jos airport
buildings and services to Jo*
Builders, with a completion time of
64 weeks. This project is intended
to provide buildings for passenger
and domestic cargo-handling
facilities, facilities for air traffic
control, power and maintenance
and all utility services. The airport
will be developed to provide
facilities for Boeing 737 aircraft-
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• Three states, Lagos, South East
and Rivers, have been granted
concessions to try and increase the
recruitment of indigenes into the
police force. While the educational
entry standard for the nine other
states has been raised, that for
candidates from Lagos, Rivers and
the South East States has been
kept to the minimum of First
School Leaving Certificate.
• The Federal Government has
approved the following producer
pnccs for palm produce and copra
dunng the 1976 season: special
palm oil 295 naira a ton, technical
palm oil 265 naira a ton, palm
kernels 150 naira a ton, copra
200m naira a ton.
• Nigeria has taken delivery of
new barges and tugs to hasten mid
stream discharge of cement to help
decongcst Lagos port. The equip­
ment was supplied by the US com­
pany. Aeroinantinc International,
one of the overseas firms involved
in the port decongestion exercise.

Rents enquiry
The Federal Government has

appointed an enquiry into soaring
house rents. A (cn-man panel will
review the level and structure of
rents with particular reference to
urban areas, where most workers
spend nearly half their income on
housing It will also examine the
effectiveness of existing legislative
and administrative measures for
rent control and the adequacy of
the government’s housing
programmes.

The panel is expected to submit
its report by March 31
• Two members of staff of the
Department of Veterinary
Pathology. Faculty of Veterinary
Medicine. University of Ibadan,
T T. Isoun. B.Sc. DVM. PH.D,
and M O. Ojo. BVMS. MRCVS,
Dip Bad. were recently promoted
to Professional rank and
Readership rank respectively. They
arc the first Nigerian Veterinary
Surgeons to achieve this promotion
in the three Veterinary Schools in
Nigeria.
• Students of Yaba Technical
College lost their legal battle to
reverse the disciplinary action
taken against 11 of them by the in­
stitution following a boycott of lec­
tures which led to a closure of the
college.
• A committee has been appointed
to examine the implications of the
proposed takeover of television
stations from state governments.
The Information Commissioner,
Brig. Haruna, said that under the
scheme to existing TV stations
would serve as production centres
under a broadcasting authority.

Nigeria will get a six-station
nationwide colour television
network, probably during the
current plan period. Brig. Haruna
also announced.

The proposed colour television
network will cost 130m. naira.

A federal government statement
said that, apart from promoting
national unity, the television
network will aim at producing
programmes for export.

"Clannish
considerations"

The Nwanwcnc committee set
up to review Development Ad
ministration in the Mid West State
has presented its report to Gover­
nor Inmh Col. Inmh agreed with
the committee that the present
Development Administration
system which had been based on
clannish considerations carried
with it the seed of disscntion and
destruction of all attempts at
development. Dr. Nwanwcne noted
that in the Mid West, where efforts
should be concentrated on unifying
forces in society rather than on
clans to carry out development
projects, the Clan Development
was a blunder He had earlier told
the Governor that many divisional
councils and development com­
mittees were afraid to perform
their duties because they had not
been established legally.
• The joint study group on the
Development Administration
system in the South Eastern State
has presented its report to Gover­
nor Omu.
• The Federal Government’s
purpose in exploring the possibility
of creating more states was to
carve the country into more
manageable portions so that rapid
and even development could take
place. Brig. Mohammed said when
receiving the report of the Irikefc
panel on the creation of more
states.

Petrol probe
The Mid West State has an­

nounced its measures to combat
the intermittent shortage of
petroleum products in the state. It
plans to put its tankers at the dis
posal of oil companies which need
them and to buy new ones to hire
to fuel transporters. It will set up
radio contact with the oil depot at
Ogharcfc and continue efforts to in­
crease the state’s oil storage
capacity.
• Police in the Mid West state are
reported to be questioning a Ger­
man national suspected of planning
illegal exports of art works. The
man was not named and West Ger­
man embassy officials said they
were checking the story.

The New Nigerian said a police
search of the German’s house in
Warn yielded religious and other
art works worth more than
500,000 naira. The man’s passport
had been seized while in­
vestigations continued.
• Mr John Yckeni Obalanglegc,
fiom Otta, who has been blind
since the age of two. is returning to
Nigeria after a two-year course at
the Royal Blind School in Edin­
burgh to take up a post at the
Pacclli School for the Blind in
Lagos.
• 1,787 citizens of South Eastern
State origin have been awarded
higher education scholarships for
the 1975 76 academic session by
the State Government.
• The Sultan of Sokoto, Alhaji Sir
Abubakar, has been invited to visit
the US by the director of the
United States Information Service
at Kaduna. Mr. Lillard L. Hill. 
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LIBERIA

Tolbert's
inauguration
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sacrifice* ’. He promised that
Liberia would never have a single
political prisoner and added that
there are plans under way to make
prisons wholesome rehabilitation
centres for criminals.

President Amin was greeted
with a 21 gun salute on arrival
at Robertsfield International
Airport. Welcoming President
Amin. President Tolbert said that
when reference is in future made to
the inauguration of the President
and Vice-President of Liberia in
1976 it would be recorded that the
whole of Africa was present,
because of President Amin's
prcsccncc as Chairman of the
OAU. President Amin conveyed
greetings to the people of Liberia
from the people of Uganda, and
Africa as a whole, and said that
other OAU heads of state and
governments sent greetings
through him to the people of Liber­
ia.

President Amin also met the
Guinean delegation at the
inauguration ceremony. The
delegation was led by Ismail Toure,
brother of President Sckou Toure
and also a member of the Political
Bureau of Guinea. President Amin
explained Uganda's stand on
Angola and requested Mr. Toure
to inform President Sekou Toure
that Uganda has not changed its
stand from that of the OAU and
would only do so if the OAU at its
extraordinary Meeting in Addis
Ababa decides to change its
previous decision. He made it clear
that Uganda docs not take sides
and recognizes all the three
liberation movements, as the OAU
docs. President Amin said when
taking decision on Angola all the
three liberation movements should
be represented.
• President Tolbert, in his role as a
clergyman (he is President of the
Liberia Baptist Missionary and
Educational Convention) joined
the Reverend Dr. Bennie D.
Warner, Bishop of the United
Methodist Church of Liberia, to of­
ficiate at the wedding of Mr.
Charles Cecil Dennis Sr. and Mrs.
Martha Elizabeth Prout.
• About 150 Liberians were
reportedly repatriated from Ghana
shortly before Christmas. However
offical sources have not released
any information about the
repatriations which have allegedly
been going on since September.
The Ghanaian Ambassador to
Liberia, Commodore P. F. Quaye,
wrote to The Liberian Age, which
had reported the repatriations,
denying any implication that the
repatriations were being forcibly
carried out by the Ghanaian
Government.
• The Japanese Ambassador to
Liberia and Sierra Leone, Mr.
Junnosuke Katayama, has forecast
that the development of the Mano
River Union will attract increasing
interest by Japanese businessmen
because of the larger unified
market that it will produce.
• The official price of rice, both
imported and locally grown, is now
S22 a bag (23 cents per official
measuring cup).
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ANGOLA

FAPLA take FNLA capital of Uige
The MPLA has made spectacular progress on ns northern front, writes

a correspondent, and has taken the town of Carmona, formerly the head
quarters of the FNLA, whose forces were forced to evacuate the town in
the face of the MPLA assault. Even more important that the town was the
large military airbase at Negage, which has also fallen to FAPLA, thus
cutting the air link with Zaire. FAPLA reported the destruction of two US
aircraft (presumably already disabled) on the ground and. because the
FNLA had only four days in which to evacuate their headquarters "many
hundreds of tons" of war material have fallen into the hands of FAPLA.
Ambriz, another former headquarters of the FNLA on the coast, has also
fallen and the inroads of this latest offensive must deal an almost mortal
blow to FNLA organisation in the north.

Howes er, there are signs that the FNLA-UNITA offensive has
reopened on the central and eastern fronts, with a big push in the area of
Luso under way. An attempt seems also being made to reach Malanje,
cutting the MPLA held area in two and relieving the har-pressed FNLA
forces to the north, but neither of the counter offensives appears to have
achieved any substantial result Despite continuing acrimony within the
s anous organs of the US government, over Angola, arms are still reaching
(he FNLA UNITA allies. Le Figaro also reports that Saudi Arabia has
offered some S50m. for arms to this faction although the report, like the
accusation of the British Liberal leader. Mr. Jeremy Thorpe, that the
USSR has paid S50m. to an African leader to recognise MPLA, has not
been substantiated

The OAU Ministerial Conference, already in session, has been faced
with an immediate problem by the demand of the People s Republic of
Angola to be admitted as an independent state, recognised by over half of
the members of the organisation although OAU sources indicated, before
the conference opened, that the three movements would be admitted only
as observers. With the decision of Libya to recognise the MPLA. indeed.
one of what at one time seemed likely opponents has been won over. The
OAU Conference will almost certainly condemn all foreign intervention in
Angola, especially now that the Soviet Union and the USA, whatever their
actions in fact, both now publicly support this position. The call of
William Schaufele, the Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs.
for a return to the Alvor Agreements, however, perhaps best illustrates the
contusion of American policy in the imbroglio. President Fords circular
letter to African Heads of State has infuriated many, Nigeria publishing
the text w ith an announcement that she would oppose US proposals at the
OAU Moreover, Brazil, in a surprising move, has decided to upgrade her
diplomatic mission in Luanda to ambassadorial status. This final recogm
lion of the M PL A. an implicit rejection of US advice, adds to the flood of
support for the People's Republic

South African involvement in the Angolan fighting has produced in­
creasing resistance among press and public in the Republic. With the
announcements of further losses on active duty, including a Bngadicr,
opinion is hardening against both the interventionist policy of Prime
Minister Vorstcr and the secrecy surrounding its implementation. South
Africa, which is democratic in parts, thus presents a very similar aspect to
the divided councils al present paralysing US decision-making.

There has been a report, earned by NBC tn the US, that South Africa
has decided to withdraw all her forces from Angola before the OAU con
fcrcncc opens.

Holden Roberto has attacked Sekon Toure, who accused him of
being an "impcnalist spy ” counter-charging that he. Toure, was m the
pocket of the US and dependent on their financial suppolrt since 1961. Dr
Savimbi of UNIT?\ has been equally exasperated by the failure of the
West to aid his cause and, with only South African aid left, is rapidly
losing his room for manoeuvre If. as many observers expect, the OAU
recognises MPLA, the fate of the other two movements seems bleak. A
meeting of Zaire transport chiefs to consider alternative transport
arrangements "were Zaire to be denied the port of Lobito in Angola" in­
dicates the prudent expectations of the Kinshasa authorities at least.

CAMEROON

Doctorates at
Yaounde
Il'em Mwarnbo writes:—

The University of Cameroon at
Yaounde has completed plans for
the study and award of doctorate
degrees m the fields of studies
offered in the University. Recently.
the Chancellor of the University,
•Mr. Mbella Mbappe. announced
harmonised changes for first degree
courses in the University.

The doctorate degree
programme is expected to be
operative from this academic year
for which, as the Chancellor 

claims, staff is available except in
political science, not taught in the
University. He also dismisses
doubts on (he acceptability of
Cameroonian doctorate degrees
abroad, contending that doctorate
degrees call for mter-umversity co­
operation and where staff is not
available in Yaounde to examine
theses, reputable universities in
Europe, America and Africa will be
called upon to assist, thus making
degrees awarded in Yaounde inter­
nationally recognised Mr Mbappe
said the idea of a Yaounde
graduate getting his doctorate
degree in another university was
unsatisfactory as the credit went to
another body rather than Yaounde.

• A young man caused chaos at a
church service in Yabassi when he
threw a firework into the con­
gregation. The celebrant reportedly
leaped from the window and other
members of the congregation fled
as precipitately, imagining it to be
a bomb. The culprit is helping
police with their enquiries.
• The Minister for Planning, M.
Youssoufa Daouda, has signed an
agreement for the construction of a
“cultural palace" and for work on
the Lagdo hydro-electric station
with the Chinese ambassador.
• The second Congress of the
Association of African Histonans
has been opened by President
Ahidjo in Yaounde. Delegates
from some 30 countnes attended
the conference, whose theme is the
history and development of the
idea of an African continent.
• The joint Gabon-Cameroon
Commission has held anothci of its
regular meetings in Yaounde, dur­
ing which the chief topic of discus­
sion was reportedly the implemen­
tation of the UDEAC regulations
on easier passage of nationals from
one country to another.

SENEGAL

Senghor
"Tied to UNITA"

President Senghor has promised
amnesty to an undisclosed number
of political prisoners next Apnl as
part of ccrmonies to mark
Senegal's 16th anniversary of in­
dependence. In his New Year
message, the President added that
an amnesty law would be voted on
soon in the Assembly and that
"reconciliation and national
rehabilitation" would be the
watchword for 1976. On Angola,
the President confessed that
Senegal was “more particularly
tied to UNITA".
• President Senghor has been in­
vited to attend the forthcoming
national congress of the PDS, the
new legal opposition party. The
PDS Secretary General, M. Fara
Ndiaye. said that the President had
been asked in his ofTictal capacity,
but that no reply had yet been
received The PDS conference is to
be held on January 29-31 at
Kaolack and is expected to draw-
up its national programme at the
meeting.
• M. Pierre Abelin, the French
Cooperation Minister, has paid a
visit to Senegal, where he held talks
on cooperation with his opposite
number. M. Ousmane Seek.
French aid to Senegal is to be in
creased to over 200m. francs this
year, including subst-ntial aid to
the dam projects in the OMVS R:
ver scheme and to iron ore
development at Faleme in the east.
• Lions have killed and eaten 48
cattle in the neighbourhood of
Sithian Koundara in central
Senegal, near the Niokolo Koba
National Park. Local herdsmen
have been complaining lately that
the lions' numbers have increased
and that, finding less wild prey in
the forest, have descended on their
own herds. The Forests and Game
Department is to investigate.

MALI

Political party
statutes

President Moussa Traore h;
revealed that the Centra
Committee of the Milita_
Committee for Nationa
Liberation, the country's rulm
body, was considering the "drai
statutes and internal regulations
of the proposed single politics
party. The documents would late
be submitted to the people f0
approval, announced the Presiden
to the cadres meeting at Kayes.
• Mali, which had been forced t
suspend exports of live cattle i,
June of this year, has been suffer
mg from the consequent loss o
earnings, according to a report i;
"L'Espoir" magazine. Mai
traditionally exports beef cattle t(
Ghana. Algeria, Niger and th
Ivory Coast but the drought hassc
reduced the herds that some con
trols have proved necessary in pasi
months. The problems have been
exacerbated by rustling.
• Col. Moussa Traore, the Mai
Head of State, has opened the new
international airport at Bamakou-
Scnou near the capital. M. Claude
Chcysson. the EEC Commissioner
for Development and Cooperation
attended the ceremony, represen
ting the EDF which had con
tnbuted some 97 per cent of the
funds needed.
• Help from Christian Aid has
allowed the construction of a new
type of granary in Fatomah in Mali
which utilises new ideas in alter
native technology. The building,
which holds 32 tons of gram, as
opposed to the ; ton held by
traditional granaries, was built with
local materials by the people of the
village, with a minimum of instruc­
tion. The granary, which can be ex­
tended to take 100 tons of grain,
was commissioned by the Mali
government's "Operation Millet ,
a campaign to increase rural self
reliance in food. So impressed have
the authorities been with the
building that they have asked
USAID and "Operation Millet' to
cooperate in the building of 27
more in other parts of the country.

BENIN

Border still
closed to Togolese

According to reports in the
Daily Times of Lagos. Togolese
nationals are still being refused
passage over the Togo-Benin
border, despite the proclaimed re
opening of the border on
December 24th last year. T c
border is. however, reported open
for nationals of other countries an
commercial traffic is therefore les
affected. . h--n
• President Kcrckou has oec
overseeing the replacement o -
Conscils pour la Defense e
Revolution with loyal cadres
Cotonou. The President stress
that the candidates for the new p
ty must be "workers andcon.
emplary citizens who are
vinccd and determined to c
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the causes of the revolution.” The
President noted that many un­
suitable people had got into the
CDR's under the old system and
hoped this would cease. He then
called upon the people to "work
hard and produce a great deal
more to feed ourselves.” This
“renewal operation” will be
repeated in all parts of the country
once Cotonou is thus
•‘cleansed."

ZAIRE

Belgian links
restored

Relations between Belgium and
Zaire have now returned to normal
after a disturbed period of some
nine months. With the designation
of M. Eugene Rittweger as the new
Belgium ambassador to Kinshasa,
the period of official coolness is
now formally ended. Relations first
really improved, writes a cor­
respondent, after the visit of
the Belgian Prime Minister, M.
Leo Tindemans, to Zaire in
September, when new co-operation
and aid arrangements were agreed.
The original cause of the rift was
the alleged actions of the former
Belgian ambassador in hinting to
prospective investors that the
Mobutu regime would not last
long, and the publication of a
biography of Mobutu in Belgium,
of which the Zaire leader dis­
approved. President Mobutu took
the Belgian government's position
on this publication, which was that
they had no control over press or
publishing, as an excuse, refusing
to believe it.
® A Belgian military mission led
by Col. Callacrt has paid an
official visit to Zaire, where the
group was escorted on its tour by
Col. Mutufo Musambo Ulelema of
the General National Defence
Directorate.
• China is to aid Zaire with the
construction of a sugar refining
and cultivation project at
Yawenda, near Yangambi in Haut
Zaire province. The agreement
between the Chinese People's
Republic and the Department of
Agriculture was announced in
December.
• The British government has
granted 22 postgraduate
scholarships to Zaire students

EQUATORIAL GUINEA

Cameroon aid
request

The Equatorial Guinea Foreign
Minister. Sr. Nguema Esono, has
paid a visit on President Ahidjo at
Yaounde, bringing a message of
undisclosed import. Relations
between Equatorial Guinea and
Cameroon have been “abnormal"
for at least two years, writes a cor­
respondent. and the present visit
may bring some sort of rapproche­
ment Sources in the Cameroon
capital indicate that President
Macias Nguema of Equatorial
Guinea may have asked for aid
and co-operation from President
Ahidjo.

SPANISH SAHARA

Gen. Giap visits POLISARIO
Fighting continues in Spanish Sahara between Moroccan troops and

POLISARIO Front guerrillas with casualties reported high on both sides.
POLISARIO claiming to have inflicted over 1,000 casualties since the
commencement of hostilities. The Red Cross, however, have launched an
appeal for aid for the 40,000 Saharaouis who have been driven from their
homes and have gathered at Tindouf in southern Algeria. In Algiers, Sr.
Ouali Argubi, the POLISARIO Secretary-General, and other Saharaoui
leaders, had a meeting with Gen. Vo-Nguyen Giap, the North
Vietnamese Defence Minister. Gen. Giap, the man who led the successful
campaigns against French and American intervention in Vietnam, and is
reckoned the world’s foremost authority on irregular warfare, held lengthy
discussions with Front leaders.

Gen. Giap’s visit, writes a correspondent, will be both a psychological
and propaganda fillip for the POLISARIO Front, who do seem to have
taken heavy casualties in the fighting. While figures are unreliable, the ex­
tent of the losses may be guaged by the fact that, already, three out of the
14 Yemaa members fighting for POLISARIO at the front have been kill­
ed. The conflict has clearly disturbed the Mauritanian President, M. Ould
Daddah, who has visited Libya, reportedly to ask Col. Gadafi to effect a
reconciliation between his government and the POLISARIO. Col. Gadafi
is said to have told the President that it was now too late. With Moroccan
troops already in Mauritania to help with security, Mauritania itself may
be threatened with annexation.

For her part, Morocco continues to treat the matter lightly. M. Ahmed
Osman, the Prime Minister, has described the fighting as "some individual
actions of harrassment” and stressed the allegiance of the population to
the crown. The capture of a Soviet trawler by the Moroccan navy,
allegedly for running guns into the Sahara, remains a confused and
apparently anomalous incident.

IN BRIEF

Djibouti
decolonisation

The General Assembly has ap­
proved a resolution by 109 votes to
none "inviting” France to grant
“immediate and unconditional in­
dependence" to the French
Territory of the Afars and Issas in
the Horn of Africa. The resolution,
which came from the UN
Decolonisation Committee, was
passed with the unanimous vote of
the African states and with only 20
abstentions, mostly European
countries and the US. France did
not take part in the vote.

Meanwhile in the Territory itself,
the Prime Minister, M. Ah Aref,
who narrowly escaped assassina­
tion last month, announced that he
would lead a delegation to France
within a year to discuss in­
dependence. French defence aid,
technical assistance and the matter
of a currency would be discussed
and would themselves dictate the
timetable and conditions for even­
tual independence. Opposition to
M Ard's Union Nationale pour
I’Independence (UN!) is, however. 

growing. M. Hassan Gouled Ap-
tidon. President of the opposition
African People’s League for
Independence (LPAI), said that
there had been many arrests and
that the house of Sultan Ali Mirah,
leader of the Afars, had been
searched. Replacements are being
found for the Ministers of Labour
and the Civil Service, MM. Ahmed
Oulcd Ah and Ah Arref Khaire
(both Issas), who resigned from M.
Ard's government last month.

The prospects for an easy transi­
tion to independence, writes a cor­
respondent, are thus far from
bright. The ambitions of Ethiopia,
which supports the Afars, and
Somalia, which claims the Issas as
part of the Somali nation, are un­
likely to be dissipated by formal in­
dependence. Both sides feel their
demands to be mutually exclusive
and non-ncgotiable and the
prospect of independence will be
seen as the clearing of seconds
from the ring rather than the end of
an oppressive colonial era. The
vote for independence, in fact, by
reviving expectations, will surely
have undone in a moment the years
of hard and patient work by the
OAU Secretariat.

UN Namibia conference
The United Nations Council for Namibia is to hold its meeting on the

territory in Dakar from 9 to 12 January. The UN Commissioner for
Namibia, Mr. Scan McBride, has said that he expects the UN to take
responsibility for Namibia "within three to five years", now that the
differences between the UN and Mr. Vorster, the South African Prime
Minister, arc relatively small. Mr. Vorster has already accepted the
principle of elections, said Mr. McBride, and as soon as the Angolan crisis
is over, a settlement is to be expected. Mr. McBride dismissed suggestions
that the Security Council would ever intervene in Namibia but accepted
that military action in the territory had been instrumental in forming
present South African policy.

However, SWAPO, the guerilla organisation, has claimed that South
Africa intends to seize some 60-70 km. of Angolan territory and add it to
the Ovamboland bantustan. SWAPO representatives at the conference
laid down conditions for any negotiations with South Africa and declared
themselves ready to go on with the armed struggle.

THE GAMBIA

Salary report
accepted
• The Vice President. Mr. Assan
Musa Camara, told Parliament
that the Government generally
accepts the main recommendations
of the Salary Commission’s
Report. Some parts of the sessional
paper arc to correct errors and
omissions in the report which the
Commission itself has noted. In
general where the Government
docs not see eye to eye with the
commission it is a question of when
"rather than what" . . . Mr.
Camara pointed out that
recommendations for Civil Service
grades I to 11 were put into force
last September instructions have
now- been given to implement it for
grades 12 to 21. The debate on the
report will be later this month.
• World Health Organisation
smallpox expert Dr. A. S.
Slopushkin has visited The Gambia
to check how successful the 1970
smallpox eradication campaign has
been.
• A West African radio co­
production team completed its first
venture with a week’s work on a
programme about the Medical
Research Council in the Gambia.
The team, which had represen­
tatives from Nigeria, Ghana, Sierra
Leone and The Gambia, had
already made programmes about
the Civil Aviation Training School
in Zaire, the Dawenhya Irrigation
Project in Ghana and the Rokupr
Rice Research Station in Sierra
Leone. The project arose from the
fourth regional meeting of the
Commonwealth Broadcasting
Association in Freetown last year
and was partly financed by The
Commonwealth Fund for
Technical Co-operation.

Better umpires
• The West African Cricket
Conference decided at its meeting
in Banjul last month to take
advantage of the presence of an
MCC umpire with the MCC
touring party and ask him to
address seminars aimed at
improving the standard of
umpiring in the Conference
countries — The Gambia, Ghana,
Sierra Leone and Nigeria. It was
also urged that national Umpires'
Association should be formed.

The meeting also approved
special rules for the Quadrangular
tournament to be played for the
first time this year in Nigeria and
also drew up the order for its future
venues. Sierra Leone was elected to
nominate the next president, for a
two year term starting in
September, and the next meeting
was set for Freetown in August.
® Alhaji F M. Touray told Parlia­
ment that the current shortage of
refined groundnut oil was due to
the limited capacity of the present
installations. He said action was
being taken to improve the situa­
tion including a study of the
machines to see if it is possible to
increase their capacity.
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As a first step towards es­
tablishing a full medical school the
university will include a Medical
Department to tram medical aux­
iliaries in its development plan An
Institute of Management Develop­
ment is also to be set up with
assistance from the World Bank
and support from the Government.
This will train technical, middle
and third level managers.

World University Service of
Canada has given the University
34.000 leone to develop the animal
science department at Njala
University College. The grant will
help to bring the livestock section
at the department up to strength.
put up pig and poultry buildings
and set up poultry extension
programmes in ten secondary
schools.

New Year's honours
Three women were named in the

New Year Honours List. Dr.
Marcella Davies, chief medical of­
ficer. was made a member of the
Order of the Republic of Sierra
Leone; Mrs. Cassandra Garber
was made a member of the Order
of the Rokel for her services to
education and Mrs. Keziah Cozier
was awarded the Republic Day
medal for meritorious public ser­
vices. The former German Am­
bassador Karl Muench was also
made an Officer of the Order of the
Rokcl for his distinguished senices
to Sierra Leone.
• The Commissioner of Income
Tax has issued reminders that the
Foreign Travel Tax is now in force.
Any body leaving the country must 
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others, not excluding the nch in­
dustrialised nations," Dr. Stevens
said, "continues to feel the serious
pinch of world inflation accen­
tuated by the energy crisis”. The
country had also faced double-
barrelled disaster. In June and July
a scries of hurricanes had
devastated wide areas, demolishing
homes and damaging crops which
might have contributed to the
country's earnings. The response
from both at home and abroad to
his appeals for assistance had been
gratifying and it was continuing to
come.

Then had come the collapse of
the Sierra Leone Development
Corporation after 40 years of
operation. On top of the energy
crisis and other problems this had
pushed the national economy near
to the brink. President Stevens said
that the Government was con-
unumg to seek solutions to the
country's economic problems and
he urged everybody to help. He
repeated his appeal for a return to
agriculture which provides the
backbone of the wealth of so many
inustnalised countries.

Carnegie grant
The University of Sierra Leone

has been given a grant of 375,000
leone by the Carnegie Foundation
of New York to help the Univer­
sity's proposed planning unit and
"outreach" programme. The grant
will also be used to bring up to date
the Education Review report,
which is soon to be published, and
10 formulate plans for new courses
at the University

SIERRA LEONE

EEC aid
mission
• Mr. Maurice Foley, who led a
six man mission from the EEC to
appraise Sierra Leone's priority
projects, explained that the purpose
of the visit was to study how best
to use Sierra Leone's share of the
3,000m. leone fund which the EEC
had set aside to help the 46 ACP
states which had signed the Lome
Convention. He said that Sierra
Leone was eligible to receive some
30m. leone shortly for develop­
ment. A third of the money would
go for rural development There
would aEo be financing for the
Makem-Kabala Road and for
feasibility studies of the road round
the Peninsula.

Mr Foley, who is the EECs
deputy Director for Development.
said that the mission had noted
potential areas for assistance in
health and education and another
team will be visiting the country­
soon to look for other ways in
which the EEC can help Sierra
Leon's development.
• In his Christmas message to the
nation President Stevens urged
Sierra Leoneans to spend thar
money wisely, extravagant or
frivolous spending drains savings
and can harm the country s foreign
exchange position, he
said. Looking back over the past
year he said that the country had
enjoyed considerable political
stability but had suffered economic
blows. “Our country like many
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• Two days after returning frOni
Cuba, where he had been leading
the official three man delegation 0|
the All People's Congress to the
Congress of the Communist Party
of Cuba. Mr Daniel Theodor,
Akibo-Bctts. Chairman of the
Freetown City Council Commute,
of Management, died at his home.
Mr. Akibo Betts. a Grand Com-
mandcr of the Order of the Rokel.
was given a state funeral.

Aged 66 Mr. Akibo Betts was a
pharmacist by training ;hc qualified
m 1941 as a druggist and in 1959
was appointed Chief Surg1Ca|
Assistant. He entered politics
1964 when he was elected to
Freetown Crty Counalland
elected Mayor for 1970/71 and

•fAbdu|r Mansaray. Accountant

a Atrernate Director or
Dicorwaf. d.ed ’“dden'>h
Freetown shortly before Chn«.
mas Before joining Dicorwaf m
?962 as Assistant Accountant he

. . ,1 fnr UAC in Freetown

widow, and five =h'ldrcnm
. .„ D J. Fraser, former Chttf

‘ Mines and now Vice-
u’^ /r Serra Leone Rutile,

elected President of thehas b«" dcc,'d ter of Mmes.
Sierra Leone Ch wurie who
He succeeds Mr ' ■
held the post f« n'c ’

.. v.hraf. sister of the• Princess AshrU
Shah of Iran. » due
Leone this week. __—-------------

229/231 KINGSLAND R°A

LONDON, t-4

. 57 43
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79 years ago
Mercedes-Benz made
the first truck.

And to this day
noEbody else makes
a better one.

Mercedes-Benz. The good investment.
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Our modem ships run
regularly to a timetable
with a wide range of itineraries
serving all West African destinations.

And they are equipped with
refrigerated cargo chambers and deep
tanks for carrying bulk liquid. Whatever
your cargo, no matter how heavy or bulky.
Elder Dempster have the skill, experience

• and facilities to handle it
Ship your cargo with Elder

Dempster. In the long run,
nothing is safer.

Elder Dempster Lines Limited,
India Buildings, Water Street.
Liverpool L2ORB.
Tel 051-236 8421 ,
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