
Trust Is A Burden
VOL. 10 NO. 66 MONDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2005 MUHARRAM 13, 1426 A.H. N80

S T A R  I N T E R V I E W

TfiOWGAl SCMMCHHAl BANK PL3.
tu fa J U U *  m  m  1 4 1

The story

-Abdul-Razaq(SAN)

P ages 8  & 33

We are on the GO to building 
an enduring financial institution.

RC 112876

N igeria is today possib ly taking the first 
steptowards perdition with the opening of the 
hastily convened, ill-defined, lopsided and ill- 
timed conference.

The p rop onents o f fhe sovereign  national 
conference, the rempants of the dedicated Northern 
haters from the South-West, personified by Wole 
Soyinka and Co., want to break up the country, to 
free the South West from the purported drag of 
Nigeria, more particularly the North. The President 
is offering a National Political Reform Conference, 
thus flying the nationalist flag. But the President’s 
actions in the past six years including his pre­
conference statement and the lopsidedness of his 
personal nominees numbering nearly 100 all point 
to tactical differences only with Wole Soyinka and 
Co. w ith in  a stra teg ic  consensus -  the
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The road to perdition?
im plem entation o f the Yoruba N ational Agenda  
through the back door.

The President, in his pre-conference broadcast, 
challenged us: “We should not discuss in fear and we 
should never fear to discuss”. This is plagiarism of 
President K ennedy’s fam ous quote: “ let us not 
n egotia te  out o f fear, but let us never fear to 
negotiate”. In Kennedy’s case he was referring to a

Inland Bank (Nig.) Pic.
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foreign enemy -  Communist Russia. How do you 
draw such an inauspicious analogy in a pseudo­
constitution making conference within a country?

It is therefore dem onstrably clear that the 
conference is being convened in utter bad faith and 
deliberately timed when the country is at its most 
v olatile  period , a vo la tility  brought about by 
government’s actions, characterized as they are by 
parochialism, separatism, provincialism and crude 
tactics.

Let us exam ine the p o litica l and econom ic  
a n teced en ts o f  th is governm en t. Its en tire  
leadership, the President and Vice President, the 
President of the Senate, his Deputy, all suffer a crisis 
of legitimacy, arising from a fraudulent electoral

Contd. on Back page
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Monguno, Yakasai, others decry lopsided leadership
From Musa Kazaure, Kano, Sani Babadoko, Kaduna, 

Aminu Mohammed, Sokoto & Isa Umar Gusau, in Maiduguri

Pikrominent northerners 
have voiced their disap­
proval over the lopsid­

edness in the appointment of 
the leadership and nom i­
nation o f  delegates by the 
federal government to the 
national political reform s 
con ference  w hich opens

today in Abuja.
A former minister during 

General Gowon’s adminis­
tration and an elder states­
man (Dr) Shettima Ali M6n- 
guno has said that the app­
ointment o f  the leadership of 
the national conference was 
against the expectations of

Nigerians.
Monguno who was spea­

king amidst mixed reactions 
over the appointment o f the 
chairman and secretary of the 
national conference, both of 
whom Christians, said that 
the appoi-ntments fall short 
o f  leadership distribution

which refl-ects “acceptable 
characters” in Nigeria.

“In this country, we have 
quota  w hen it com es to 
m atters  o f  e th n ic ity  and 
religion. Right now we have 
a Christian president and a 
Muslim vice.president. This 
to my mind has so far been

accepted in Nigeria. As such 
appointments should reflect 
such balance in all aspects 
o f our national life. So those 
appointments to the confe­
rence do not fall within Nige­
rians expectations,” Dr Mon­
guno said in an exclu-sive 
interview with Daily Trust

yesterday in Maiduguri.
The former minister and a 

retired politician said that it 
has since become accepted 
in Nigeria as a federal char­
acter principle, that leade­
rsh ip  p o sitio n s re flec t 
balance in re lig io n s and 

Contd. on Pg 2

Women groups 
sue Obasanjo

Ten different women 
organisations over the 
w eekend  in Lagos 

dragged President Olusegun 
Obasanjo before the Lagos 
high court over the low nu­
mber o f  women represent­
ative at the national conf­
erence.

The suit which was filed 
by Lagos lawyer, Mr Femi 
Falana on behalf o f Profe­
ssor Jadesola Akande, repre­
senting  W omen Law and 
Development Centre Nigeria 
(WLDCN), and nine others is 
seeking an order o f  court 
directing Mr President to 
reco n stitu te  the national 
conference with the appoi­
ntment o f not less^than 200 
women forthwith.

The w om en are also  
praying the court for an order 
o f  p erp e tu a l in junction  
restraining the president from 
further subjecting women to 
discriminatory treatment in 
the execution of any law or 
ad m in is tra tiv e  ac tion  in 
Nigeria.

Specifically, the women 
are asking for a declaration

F rom Adelan wa Bamgboy e,
Correspondent (Lagos)

that the appointment o f  31 
women out o f 400 members 
o f the national political ref­
orm conference is discrim­
inatory, illegal and uncons­
titutional as it violates wom­
en’s fundam ental right to 
freedom from discrimination 
guaranteed by Section 42 of 
the 1999 constitution and 
Article 3 o f the African Cha­
rter on Human and Peoples 
Right.

According to the women, 
by virtue o f the convention 
on the Elim ination o f  All 
Form s o f  D iscrim ination  
Against Women (CEDAW), 
the government o f Nigeria is 
under an obligation to elim­
inate all forms o f discrim­
ination against women so as 
to achieve equality o f men 
and women.

The women explained 
that even though they (wo­
men) constitute 52 percent of 
the population o f  Nigeria, 

Contd. on Pg 2

Emir o f  Zazzau, Alhaji (Dr) Shehu Idris with the Chief o f  Maroa, Malam Tagwai Sambo, at the opening ceremony o f  the 
26th Kaduna International Trade Fair ...weekend.

Gen Adisa flown abroad after ghastly accident
Former Works and Hou­

sing m inister, retired 
Major-General Abdulk- 

arim Adisa was^flown abroad 
yesterday following a spinal 
cord injury he sustained in 
an auto crash on OroTOke 
Onigbin road in the Irepodun 
local governm ent area o f

FromAbdulrazaqAdebayo, i
Correspondent (Ilorin)

Kwara state.
Daily Trust learnt that the 

accident occurred at 7 p.m. 
Saturday after a rear tyre 
burst o f the Jeep conveying 
him to Ilorin.

General Adisa was hea­
ding to Ilorin after attending 
retired General David Jemi- 
bewon’s mother 95™ birt­
hday anniversary  held at 
Iyah Gbedde, in Kogi state.

D aily  Trust co rrespo ­
ndent who was at the Univ­
ersity o f Teaching Hospital,

where he was adm-itted saw 
cloSe associates including j 
former military governor o f i 
Lagos, General Raji Rasaki, 
and officials o f  the Kwara 
state government battling to 
fly him abroad.

A team o f doctors led by 
Contd. on Pg 2
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socio-ethnic groups, other 
w ise , co n tra ry  ac ts  are 
p erce iv ed  as m arg in ­
alisation.

D r M onguno how ever 
said that the national confer- • 
ence seems not to be unders­
tood by Nigerians, or the age­
nda does not appear known 
to many people especially 

! the non-elites.
He said the conference 

appears a proposition by po­
litic ian s  to  make m anipul­
a tio n s that would suit their 
political aspirations at the 

i  expense o f  other Nigerians.
! As a result, he said he holds 
I reservations on the confe- 
: rence, especially as the dele­
g a te s  were not elected but 
j  selected.

“Let me tell you frankly,
! that any reform that may lead 
I to change in the provisions 
; o f  the Nigerian constitution 
! should be done through the
I popular and freely elected 
representatives o f  the nation.

II don’t believe that anybody 
or group o f  people, will be 
more appropriate for socio- 

I political reforms than people 
elected , rather than those 

ihandp icked  o r se lec ted ,” 
j  Monguno expressed.

He stated that where ele- 
i cted people were not tasked 
for such reform s,/a natio­
nw ide referendum  should 
have been conducted with-, 
out manipulations to collate 

:the views o f  N igerians on 
issues that border on their 

j collective future.
On speculations that the 

conference may be targeted 
at co n s titu tio n a l am end- 

im ents to  pave w ay fo r a 
single five year tenure for 

[P residen t O basan jo  and 
| state governors, Shettima Ali. 
Monguno said that the nati­
onal co n fe ren ce  can n o t 
decide such, except elected 
re p re se n ta tiv e s  or a 
referendum.

Speaking in Kano, elder 
statesman, Alhaji Tanko Yak­
asai, said the lopsidedness 
will have a negative impact 
on the deliberations o f  the 
conference.

He told Daily Trust yest­
erday in Kano that although 

! he does not believe in boy­
cotting the conference by 

| M uslims in protest against 
i the lop-sidedness in represe­
ntation  as agitated in some 
quarters, yet the preference 

: for Christian delegates even 
: in states where there are Mu­
slim majority was too glaring.

A lhaji Tanko Y akasai 
cited Kaduna state where the 
ratio o f  the population is two- 

! third Muslim and one-third 
I C hristians, but the p resi­
dency gave the two positions 

| o f  the federal delegates to 
| C hristians. He stated that 
demographic statistics have 

I shown that four states in the 
so u th w est (O yo, O sun , 
Ogun and Lagos) have Mu­
slim majority, yet all their 
re p re se n ta tiv e s*  are 

I Christians.
T he f irs t, second  and 

i third republic politician said 
whatever the rationale beh- 

: ind such selections and esp­
ecially with both leadership 
coming from a faith is wrong 
and may bring bad feelings 
to adherents o f  the religion 

j that feel cheated. He noted 
that since Jam a’atul Nasirl 

| Islam (JNI) has pointed out 
; that disparity to the gover- 
i nment, he hopes that Presi-
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dent Obasanjo will adjust the 
representation since the list 
is not final.

Alhaji Tanko Yakasai said 
if  the president cannot give 
proportional representation 
to followers o f  both faith, 
then he should at least give 
equal representation.-He also 
b e ra ted  g o v ern m en t fo r 
giving fewer representations 
to states with high popula­
tion like Kano and Lagos, 
while giving higher represe­
ntation to states with less 
population like Ogyn and 
Gombe.
I On the conference itself, 

Alhaji Tanko Yakasai said the 
time frame o f three month is 
inadequate considering the 
length o f  time it took past 
conferences which he atte­
nded. He noted that with the 
bu lk  o f  w ork  b efo re  the 
conference, it will take af least 
nine-months to complete its 
a ss ig n m en t and an o th e r 
three-months for governm­
en t to  com e ou t w ith  a 
position.

Senator Mohammed Yus- 
hau Anka (ANPP, Zamfara 
W est), said  the P resident 
O basan jo -insp ired  confe­
rence on political reforms 
opening today in Abuja is 
aimed at politically and econ­
omically marginalising Mus­
lims as its m em bership is 
skewed in favour o f  Chris­
tians.

Anka told Daily Trust in 
Kaduna yesterday that from 
his analysis, the conference 
has 150 Muslims as against 
226 C hristians w hile  the 
chairman and secretary are 
both Christians.

“ W hen the issu e  o f  
Sharia or any issug having to 
do with the welfare, econ­
omic and religious p am i it o f 
Muslims come to a vote, you 
can see that M uslim s are 
already at a disadvantage,” 
Senator Anka declared.

“The situation where Chr­
istians outnumber Muslims 
at the conference by over 70 
persons is lopsided and deli­
berately done-by Obasanjo 
to marginalise Muslims who 
are the m ajority o f  in the 
c o u n try ’s p o p u la tio n  o f  
about 130 million Nigerians.

“The co n fe ren ce  has 
neither equity nor fairness 
and is aimed at dividing the 
country along regional and 
religious line. Besides, it is 
illegal and the president has 
no pow ers to appropriate 
funds to it without the appr­
oval o f  the National Asse­
mbly and called on northern 
delegates to refuse to be 
bought over.

“The conference is bound 
to end in controversy and 
acrimony that will threaten j 

. the peaceful co-existence o f 
the country. The conference 
has a hidden agenda bec­
ause the president doesn’t 
mean all he is saying.

A lhaji (D r) A bubakar 
Muhammad Sokoto, a polit­
ician in the second republic, 
and member o f  the Arewa 
Consultative Forum, said the 
conference is an attempt to 
cause m isunderstanding as 
far as he is concerned.

He said, “we know those I 
who stay in this country and ! 
,in the t\orth and south we 
have the M uslims and the 
Christians. If  we mean to live 
together, we have to create 
harmony among ourselves'

CBN can’t give banks tax w aivers-f/as
Tt

-L  h

le Federal Inland Re­
venue Service (FIRS), 
has said that the Cen­

tral Bank o f Nigeria (CBN), 
has no powers to give tax 
waivers to banks that merge 
in the on-going consolida­
tion process in the banking 
sector.

Part o f the incentives the 
CBN pledged banks that go 
through mergers and acqui­
sitions under its conso li­
dation policy are tax waivers.

An assistant director in 
the FIRS, Mr A. J. Bamidele, 
who stated this in Lagos on 
Thu-rsday at a seminar org­
anised by Ijewere and Com­
pany Limited. He said that 
there could be areas o f  tax 
re lie f  fo r banks w ith the 
cooperation o f  all authorised 
agencies o f  government.

He hinted that the effort 
could even be made more 
stress-free with the support 
o f  the N ational Assembly, 
adding that mergers that did 
not in value cash payment as 
mandated by the CBN will not 
be liable to capital gains like 
tax waivers.

Speaking at the event 
which was attended by top 
bankers and consultants in 
the financial sector, Mr Emm­
anuel Adeleke also o f  FIRS, 
urged bankers to recognise 
the fact that m ergers and

From Bright Ewulu, Deputy j 
Editor (Business), Lagos

acquisitions are a m anag­
ement issue and emphasized 
strateg ies, people fitness, 
operational and systems etc.

He stated that tbs chal­
lenge is for m ergers and 
acquisitions transactions to 
add value, stressing that un­
less a merger enhances syn­
ergy, it is bound to fail.

He was how ever em p­
hatic  that synergy  is not j 
automatic and may need to 
be intentionally worked out 
in the interest o f  the m e i^  j 
organisations.

A cross section o f  national conference delegates being accredited on arrival at Le-Meridien
Pix: Kennedy Egbonodje.Hotel, Abuja ...yesterday. 

Women Contd. from Pg 1
they have always been subj­
ected to discriminatory trea­
tm ent by the federal and 
s ta te  go v ern m en ts  in 
Nigeria.

Out o f  the 216 delegates 
nominated by the 36 state 
governors, the women said 
on ly  fo u r w om en w ere 
nominated by Lagos, Ekiti 
and Akwa Ibom states.

A cco rd in g  to them , 
inspite o f  the public outcry 
against the discriminatory 
treatment meted to women, 
President Obasanjo decided 
to appoint only 31 women 
into the national conference, 
while 369 men were app­
ointed.

In the op in ion  o f  the 
women, the issues of gender

Adisa Contd. from Pg 1 
the Chief Medical Director 
o f  UniLorin Teaching Hos­
pital, Dr Suleiman Kuranga, 
battled to put General Adisa 
in stable condition before 
further arrangements for his 
trip abroad probably Britain 
at the instance o f  the Kwara 
state government.

S ources sa id  docto rs 
discovered that a bone had 
pinned down a portion o f the 
spinal cord, hence the need 
to fly the general abroad 
where proper medical atte­
ntion could be provided. ■

At the time o f this report 
by 6 p.m. a plane to fly him 
abroad was still at the Ilorin 
International Airport.

General Adisa
lei: 01 - 4 /u /zvo , 6 o iw o . m " “ “  — ---------

p-mail: riailvtrust@yahoo.co.uk, or lcttersfaweeklytmst.com

■■Lat-os.
. All correspondence to P . O . B o x  6873. Wuse. Abuja. Edi

inequality, citizenship, infant 
m ortality, illiteracy, unem ­
ployment, indigeneship, pop­
u la r p a rtic ip a tio n , re p ro ­
ductive health rights, female 
genital mutilation, child traff­
icking, discrimination, discri­
m inato ry  trea tm ent under 
Sharia and custom ary law 
which are peculiar to women 
cannot be adequately p ro t­
ected in a m ale-dom inated 
conference.

Apart from WLDCN repr­
esented by its executive dire­
ctor, Professor Jadesola Aka- 
nde, o ther w om en groups 
suing the president are Abiola 
Akinyode-Afolabi o f Women 
A dvocates R esearch  and 
D o cu m en ta tio n  C en tre  
(WARDC) and NMA Odi for 
Rural Women Empowerment 
Network (RUWEN).

Others are Olabisi Olat- 
eru-Olagbegi o f Women Con­
sortium o f Nigeria (WOCON), 
Judeth Mbadiwe from Wo­
men in Law and Development 
Africa (WLDAF) and Elize- 
beth Shonubi on behalf o f 
Ju stice  D evelopm ent and 
Peace Commission.

The rest are Alhaja Raliat 
Roli on behalf o f  Denize Aje- 
gunle Community Project, Dr 
Lyodie Um ar on behalf o f  
Gender Action Team, Kad­
una, T inu O n i-Iham a for 
Business and Professional 
Women Association and Rita 
Akinbode on behalf o f Gender 
and C o n s titu tio n  R eform  
Network (GECON).

As at the time o f filing this 
report, no court has been 
assigned to hear the suit.

The su it is a lso  su p p ­
orted by a 7-paragraph affid­
avit o f  urgency deposed to by 
Abiola Akiyode-Afolabi o f 
W ARDC and an exparte  
m o tion  seek in g  an o rd e f 
permitting the applicants not 
only to maintain the suit in 
representative capacity but 
also tQ scrve the-court >proc- i 
esses through the'" Attorney 
General o f the Federation care . 
o f  lia ison  o ffice , Federal 
Ministry o f Justice, Marina,

Egyptian doctors remove 
baby’s second head •_

Egyptian doctors said 
they removed a second

1

litor: Is'tuiq MutU&ty; navvu.

head from a 10-month- 
old girl suffering from one of 
the rarest birth defects in an 
operation on Saturday.

Abla el-AIfy, a consultant 
in paediatric intensive care,, 
told Reuters at the hospital 
in Benha, near Cairo, that 
Manar Maged was in a ser­
ious but improving condition 
after the procedure to treat 
her for craniopagus para ­
siticus a problem related to 
that o f conjoined twins linked 
at the skull.

“We are still working on 
the baby. After surgery ... 
you get unstable blood pres­
sure, you get fever. But she 
is stabilising,” Ally said. “We 
have some improvement.”

As in the case o f  a girl 
who died after similar surgery 
in the Dominican Republic a 
year ago, the second twin 
had developed no body. The 
head that was removed from 
Manar had been capable of 
smiling and blinking but not 
independent life, doctors 
said.

Video footage provided 
by the hospital, a national 
centre in Egypt for children’s 
m edicine, show ed M anar 
smiling and at ease in a cot 
with the dark-haired “par­
asitic” twin, attached at the 
upper left side o f the girl’s 
skull, occasionally blinking.

After the 13-hour oper­
ation, R euters  jo u rna lists  
saw the baby, her head in 
bandages and body w rea­
thed by tubes, in an intensive 
care ward.

Alfy said the 13-strong 
surgical team separated Ma­
nar’s brain from the conjo- 
carl sicm uiv ---------

Elkanah Chawai, Reporter 
(Forign Desk) withAgenc}’ Report

cutting o ff the blood supply j 
to the extra head while preve- j 
nting increased blood flow to j  

M anar’s heart, which would 
have risked cardiac arrest.

Benha, 40 km north o f  
C airo, was chosen for its j 
equipment and proximity to 
the girl’s family. “The family 
o f  the child are from near 
here. We have the equipment. 
We assem bled a team. So j  

why not have the operation j 
here?” she said, explaining I 
the choice not to work in | 
Cairo or at centres abroad j 
with more experience with j  

conjoined twins.
Alfy said M anar’s sk u ll! 

has been reconstructed du- j 
ring surgery and her skin has I 
been joined over the bone, j  

leaving no need for further j 
reconstructive surgery.

The doctors decided not I 
to carry out M anar’s oper-1 
ation soon after her birth: j  

“ We stu d ied  the bab ies j  

well,” Alfy said. “We had to 
study how the blood supply,!., 
o f the parasite is working.” i

Alfy disclosed that Ma-1 
nar will be kept in intensive 
care  fo r up to 10 days: 
“Things are getting better | 
b u t ... at any time things can 1 
go wrong.”

The co n d itio n  occurs 
when an embryo begins to 
split into identical twins b u t: 
fails to complete the process 1 
and one o f  the conjoined 
twins fails to develop fully in 
the womb.

The second twin can form 
as an extra limb, a complete 
second body lacking vital 
organs, or, in very rare cases.

mailto:riailvtrust@yahoo.co.uk
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National Confab...National Confab... National Confab...
Women not

D e l e g a t e s  g e t  N 6 0 , 0 0 0  

s i t t i n g  a l l o w a n c e  e a c h

Di
e leg a tes  to the 
n a tio n a l p o litic a l 
reform  conference 

beginning today in Abuja are 
to b<f paid N 20 ,000 monthly 
as sitting allowance. They are 
to sit for a period o f three 
months.

C hairm an o f  the con­
ference, Justice Niki Tobi will 
on his part collect a total o f 
N 75,000 as sitting allowance 
for the 90-day period at N2-5, 
000 monthly.

Other highlights o f  the 
expenditure o f  the confab 
includes two return air tickets 
for the delegates at N 20 ,000 
each; N 40, 000 a s jo c a l  
transport cost; and N 2 0 ,000 
to each delegate for.90 days 
in lieu o f accommodation.

A total o f N 1.7 million is 
also to be spent on the four 
members from the diaspora 

; as cost o f  business class 
international flights from and

Confab
Constitutional

-  E tie b e t
Abdullahi Bego,

Regional Editor (Maiduguri)

I T S
X  or

• By Habeeb I. Pindiga,
Political reporter

to  L ondon , W ash ing ton , 
Beijing and Johannesburg.

G overnm ent is also to 
spend N3.5 million to hire 
and  fuel tw o CV U  long 
w heel v eh ic les  and  four 
drivers, while N73.26 million 
will be paid to hire the Affica 
hall,| banquet hall and two 
co m m ittee  room s at the 
In ternational C onference 
Centre for the period o f  the 
confab.

M eals fo r the 
participants and secretariat 
staff, broken into two tea 
breaks and one lunch per day 
w ill cost N 173.5 m illion, 
while statio-nery will gulp N5 
million.

T he to ta l co n fe ren ce  
budget is N923 m illion..

t

marginalized
-Dikko

The 
st; 
pr

Governor Abdullahi Adamnu o f  Nasarawa state (left) stressing a point while the Executive 
Director, (Operations), Media Trust, Alhaji Isiaq Ajibola listens during the governor’s 
courtesy call on Media Trust Headquarters in A buja... recently. Pix: Kennedy Egbonodje

W hy we withdrew suit against Confab -  Reps

e National chairman 
o f Nigeria’s largest 
opposition party, the All 

Nigeria People’s Party (ANPP) has 
once again come to the defence of 
the federal government-organised 
national political reform conference, 
saying that the conference is 
‘absolutely constitutional and legiti­
mate’.

Speaking to reporters in 
Maiduguri, ChiefEtiebk explained 
that1heconstitu-tion“allowsagioup 
of Nigerians to meet and discuss 
common problems” and that 
regardless of the opposition of 
members of the national Assembly, 
including those from his own 
political party to the conference, the 
ANPP will fully participate.

ChiefEtiebet added that he will 
be meeting with delegates from 
ANPP-controlled states today 
(Monday) to harmonise positions 
both as members of the party and 
repre-sentatives from their 
individual state, prior to the full 
beginning of the conference.

Commenting on the opposition 
oftheNational Assembly members 
to the conference, the ANPP 
national chairman said that he could 
understand the apprehension of the 
NASS members but that “I have 
not heard that the guidelines given 
for the. national conference would 
affect the work ofthe NASS. 1 have 
not heard that the conference 
replaces or is gping to displace the 
NASS’ ’, Etiebet said

ChiefEtiebet, who maintained 
that members of the National 
Assembly would be acting uncon­
stitutionally if they act to step the 
conference, added that the 
legislators should not be afraid of 
anything with regard to the 
conference.

The ANPPchairman therefore 
called on the National Assembly 
members “to give the national 
conference a chance and to support 
it in all its ramifications”.

ChiefEtiebet was in Maiduguri 
to commission a road project 
undertaken by theANPP-controlled 
administration ofAli Sherrif.

57 members of the House 
o f Representatives who 
went to court seeking an 
injunction restrain to President 
Olusegun O ba-sanjo from 

convening the national 
conference have said that their 
decision to withdraw the suit on 
Friday was to avoid giving the 
conference legal backing.

Addressing newsmen on 
Friday at the National Assembly 
where the group announced its 
decision to withdraw the suit,

From Zainab Alimi

the group’s spokesperson, Hon. 
Victor Lar, said that going ahead 
with the suit will only ridicule 
the objective ofhalting the take­
off o f the conference.

He disclosed that the suit, 
which was filed on February 4, 
2005, at the federal high court, 
Abuja, was slated for hearing on 
February 22, 2005, a day after 
the conference is slated for 
inauguration.

“From the foregoing, it is 
evident that it will be practically 
impossible for the court to grant 
the motion of injunction we are 
seeking before the 
inauguration o f  the 
conference,” he explained.

Briefing newsmen along 
with three other members 
representing the 57 members 
who filed Ihe suit, Hon. Lar said 
that the decision to discontinue 
with the case was a painful one,

ACF urges North’s confab delegates to unite

The
Fc 
en

le Arewa Consultative 
Forum (ACF), hag 
enjoined participants 

the p rop o sed  natio n a l 
confab representing various 
northern states to unite and 
focus on v ita l p rob lem s 
facing the region.

This call was made by a 
m em ber o f  the ACF com ­
mittee on implementation, 
Alhaji Tanko Wambai, while 
speak in g  on the H ausa 
se rv ice  o f  the  B ritish  
B roadcasting C orporation 
(BBC), monitored in Abuja 
yesterday.

Alhaji Tanko said, “we 
urge our delegates from the 
north  to focus on the oil 
e x p lo ra tio n  w hich  was 
abandoned due to politics.” 
He added, “our delegates 
should also try as much as 
p o ss ib le  on ag ricu ltu ra l 
d ev e lo p m en t, issue  o f  
e rad ica tin g  b eg g in g  and 
other vices bedeviling the 
northern region.”

According to him, apart 
from oil and agriculture, the 
N orth  is endow ed  w ith  
abundant minerals resources 
th a t cou ld  su s ta in  the 
econom y grow th  and 
development o f the country.

Wambai who argued that 
the north has been in crisis 
and d isun ity , announced  
that the northern delegates 
would meet and deliberate on 
issu es  a day b e fo re  the 
co m m encem en t o f  the 
con ference  in A buja. He 
expressed hope that all the

From Abubakar Haruna,
Reporter (Abuja)

delegates from north would 
do every thing possible to 
ensure that all the problems 
bedev iling  the north  and 
northerners Is deliberated 
upon and a lasting solution 
proffered for the good o f the

region and the country.
In a related development, 

a cross section o f  aggrieved 
people from the Southern 
part o f  Bauchi state have 
written a letter to president 
O basanjo com plaining o f  
alleged marginalisatgion in 
the p o litic a l refo rm  
conference.

but that it does not mean they 
are throw ing their weight 
behind the conference.

Said he: “officially, none of 
the 57 members who filed this 
suit has dissociated himself from 
the legal action. We all still belief 
that there is no need for this 
conference. Rather, I personally 
believe that the President 
should convene a sovereign 
national conference.”

Hon. Lar said that they still 
belief that other constitutional 
means can be sought to stop 
the conference, even as he said 
that the group had no reason to 
suspect any arm-twisting in the 
matter.

He added that the painful 
decision by the group to 
withdraw the suit followed 
serious deliberations and legal 
counseling. Members who 
appeared alongside him 
included Hon. Farouk Lawan, 
Hon. Farouk Adamu Aliyu and 
Hon. Ahmed Wadada.

From Aliyu Haruna,
Correspondent (Kaduna)

e head of the Kaduna 
state delegation to the 
p rop o sed  natio n a l 

political reform conference, 
Dr. U m aru  D ikko , has 
declared that the womenfolk 
are being  rep resen ted  by 
th e ir  h u sb an d s at the  
c o n fe re n ce , even  as he 
d en ied  th a t have  been  
marginalized.

Speaking exclusively to 
D a ily  Trust in  K aduna 
against the recent statement 
by the M inister o f  Women j 
Affairs, Obong Rita Akpan, | 
th a t w om en are  being  
marginlised, Dr. Dikko, said 
that they it is deal not to take 
w om en to the conference 
ju s t  b ecau se  th ey  are 
women.

According to him, nature 
has m ad e* w o m en  m ore 
suited to certain positions in 
the society, and also made j 
more suited to other aspects 
o f life, saying that we should 
always talk about suitability 
not representation.

He also said that when a 
jo b  is b est done by a 
woman, she should be sent 
for the job  which if  it is best 
done by man, he should go 
for it, adding that we should 
not just send people for job 
only to represent their sex.

He also said that nature 
has m ade it p o ssib le  for 
every sex to do a particularly 
thing, citing the example of 
breast feeding a child which 
is the sole responsibility of 
women.

H e d ec la red  th a t any 
perso n  the  so c ie ty  feels 
should do a particular job, 
such should be given to him.

South-South charged on common interest
M em bers o f  the 

steering committee 
o f the South-South 

Peoples Assembly (SSPA), 
have been charged with the 
responsibility o f maintaining 
a common national interest 
th a t w ill ensu re  the 
attainment o f  the agenda o f 
the region as a fall out o f  the 
national political reform s 
confe-rence  sta rting  th is 
week in Abuja.

The A kw a Ibom  state 
g ov ern o r, A rc. (O bong) 
Victor Attah, gave the charge 
on Friday while addressing 
d e leg a tes  o f  the  South- 
South zone to the national 
d ia lo g u e , e ld e rs  and 
members o f the South-South 

i Peoples Assembly (SSPA) a 
meeting at the governor’s 
office annex, Uyo.

Obong Attah who lauded 
i  the* members o f  the South- 

South Peoples Assembly for 
| coming out with the South- 
j South agenda, one document 

he noted w ould form the 
| basis o f  deliberations by 
| delegates, from the region to 

the n a tio n a l confab , 
L highlighted issues including 
I the Akwa Ibom agenda for

From Edet Ekanem (Uyo) |

d iscu ss io n s  at the
co n fe ren ce  to  in c lu d es 
amongst other things: 50 per 
cent derivation , resource 
control, fiscal federation, 
rev en u e  a llo ca tio n ,

federa lism , env ironm ent, 
federa l cou rts , and local 
government.

He sa id  the issu es  i f  
properly articulated at the 
confab will reunite to a large 
extent, the am endm ent o f  
SSPA agenda so as to

accommodate the interest of 
all the states in the region.

The group opined that 
the meeting of the Assembly 
be held regularly but advised 
that such meetings should be 
ro ta ted  a round  the six 
member states.

Segun Olaleye, former NANS president and spokesman o f  the Congress o f National Youth Leaders 
protesting FG’s youth nominees to the national confab to the minister o f Inter government Affairs, \ 
youth development and special duties, Mr. Frank Nweke Jn r... recently
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FG shares 50% excess crude
revenue
The federal government 

has disclosed that 50 
p e rcen t o f  excess* 
crude oil revenue accruals 

from January to December 
last year has been shared 
^mong the federal, state and 
local governments as agreed 
at the meeting o f the National 
Economic Council in Abuja. 
The 50 percent o f  excess 
crude totals about N 318 bil­
lion.

The minister o f state for 
finance, Mrs. Nenadi Usman, 
who disclosed this in Abuja 
on Friday, said the Central

By Anas A. G alad im a,
Reporter (Business)

delay in paym ent because 
they were trying to decide 
whether it should be paid on 
a monthly basis or on* a quar­
terly basis. It was finally de­
cided that it should be paid 
on a quarterly basis.

A lso, the Federal A c­
count Allocation Committee 
(FAAC), has recommended 
1^232 billion  for sharing, 
ajnong the three tiers o f gov­
ernm ent for the m onth o f 
January 2005.

A cco rd in g  to a 
communique issued at the 
end o f  the FAAC meeting in

Bank o f Nigeria (CBN), had a Abuja on Friday, this amount

FG warns ASUU against strike

The federal government 
has advised the Aca 
demic Staff Union o f 
U p iv e rs itie s  (A S S U ), to 

shelve its proposed three- 
day warning strike in the in­
terest o f  lasting peace in the 
nation’s university system.

Permanent secretary in 
the federal ministry o f edu­
cation, Alh. Ibrahim Talba, in 
a statement in Abuja yester­
day, said governm ent was 
aware o f the planned ASUU 
strike from February 23-25, 
even though the union had 
no genuine reasons to em­
bark on the strike.

Government, he said, re- . 
grets that the planned strike 
will interrupt the peace that 
has pervaded Nigerian uni­
versities in the last 18 months 
and which Nigerians have 
applauded as signalling a 
new  beg in n in g  betw een  
staff, student unions and the 
university management.

He accused ASUU offi­
cials o f  not canvassing the 
issues in contention  w ith 
government before starting 
the strike, adding however 
that “government has taken 
steps create an avenue for 
discussions with the ASUU 
leadership.”

The govern m en t has 
therefore summoned ASSU 
officials to a meeting with the 
minister o f  education, Prof. 
Fabian Osuji, scheduled for 
12 noon at the federal secre­
tariat, Abuja today.

Expressing worry over 
the strike threat, government 
said the grounds for the strike 
by ASUU are subject o f  on­
going judicial action. “ In­
deed, one o f  sucfwgrounds 
the 44 lecturers who were 
disengaged by the University 
o f  Ilorin has been contested 
by the ASUU branch o f  the 
university and the proposed 
strike action publicly  de­
nounced by the U nillorin  
branch o f  ASSU”, Alh. Talba 
said.

While calling for dialogue 
to resolve o f  the contentions 
issues, the permanentsecre- 
tary urged ASUU to shelve

By H enry  O m u n u  Sen io r
Reporter (Education)

the proposed warning strike 
“in the interest o f  peace and 
continued stab ility  o f  the 
university  system  and the 
desire to pursue an agenda 
o f improved delivery o f qual­
ity university education.” 

ASUU, he said, should 
obey the rule o f  law in call­
ing its members out on strike, 
as government will continue 
to implement the “no-work- 
n o -p ay ” p o licy  during  
strikes.

reflects a drop from the N242 
billion shared for the month 
o f December 2004 thus show­
ing a drop o f  N10 billion.

A breakdown o f the rec­
ommended amount for shar­
ing shows that the federal 
government will get 52.68% 
percent w hich am ounts to 
about N 102 billion, while the 
state governments will get 
26.72%  which amounts to 
about N52 billion.

Also, the local govern­
ments will get 20.6 percent 
which amounts to about N40 
billion while derivation (13% 
mineral revenue)‘amounts to 
about N25 billion.

Mrs. Usman further ex­
plained that the drop in the 
monthly allocation “is a func­
tion o f the rise and fall o f 
crude oil prices.”

On the delay o f  the pay­
ment o f monetisation benefits 
o f workers in the federal gov­
ernment parastatals, she said 
the m onetisa tion  schem e 
started with core ministries. 
That it was not too long also 
that parasta tals went into 
monetisation.

That, according to her, is 
why there has been some 
delays in the paym ent o f  
m o n etisa tion  b en efits  o f  
w ork ers  in governm en t 
parastatals.

National Mosque
rehabilitation plan on course

The chairm an o t  the ^  . ■,
fund raising commit — ( j O V .  A u C l f Y l U

t

Ihe chairm an di' the 
fund raising commit 
tee for the rehabilita­

tion o f the national mosque, 
Governor Abdullahi Adamu 
o f Nasarawa state, has as­
sured that the planned reha­
b ilita tio n  o f  the national 
mosque was vgry much on 
course.

The governor, who gave 
the assurance during a cour­
tesy call on the management 
o f  Media Trust last week, 
also disclosed that the initial 
opposition to the involve­
ment o f  President Obasanjo 
in the programme has now 
given way to cooperation 
from all those involved in the 
exercise.

Attributing the slow pace 
o f  p rog ress in the  en tire  
programme, the initial lack of 
commitment, limitation o f 
funds and mispresentation of 
the president’s intent in get­
ting, himself involved, gov­
ernor A bdullahi how ever 
said all these problems have 
been over come and that ev­
erybody  invo lv ed  in the 
programme was now fully 
committed.

The just concluded 2005 
pilgrimage to Saudi Arabia 
also slowed down the pace 
o f  preparations as many o f 
the organising com m ittee 
members performed the reli­
gious exercise, he further ex­
plained, disclosing that the 
Hajj exercise, necessitated

By Abdu L abaran ,
Political Editor'■   ** 8

the postponement o f  the ap­
peal fund launch from De­
cember 16, 2004 to March 3 
2005.

He said efforts at sensi­
tizing the muslim community 
has been intensified  w ith 
muslim groups and individu­
als within and outside the 
country being contacted.

The fund raising chair­
man said that the initial op­
p o s itio n  to  P res id en t 
O basanjo’s involvement in 
the programme was due to 
misrepresentations o f  his in­
tent but assured that every­
body in v o lv ed  in the 
programme was now in sup­
port o f  the p residen t’s in­
volvement.

“I think there was some 
misrepresentation at the ini­
tial stage, but thank God that 
has been cleared and there is 
no voice known to us that is 
against the position o f  the 
president anymore.

“As the president o f  the 
Federal Republic ofNigeria, 
h e  is the p re s id en t o f  
muslims, C h r i s t i a n s  and pa­
gans. So anybody who is a 
N ig e rian  today  G od has 
placed us under Obasanjo,” 
he declared, calling on all 
m uslim s in the country to 
co o p era te  and  m ake the 
event a success.

A  s the Shariah legal 
/ \  system  clocks 

/  %  fiveyears in Zamfara 
Srate,-Governor Ahmed Sani 
has reiterated the pressure 
from within and outside the 
state.

He also disclosed that he 
is ready to accept corrections 
from any group or individu­
als aimed at strengthening 
the system, as well as con­
structive criticism s that is 
meaningful to its sustenance.

A hm ed Sani made the 
declaration over the weekend 
in Gusau, the state capital, at 
the occasion o f  the 5th year 
anniversary o f  the re-intro­
duction o f  the Shariah legal 
System held at the premises 
o f  the J.B Yakubu secretariat.

He explained that there is 
no amount o f  pressure that 
can stop his governm ent 
from practicing the Islamic 
system in the state.

No pressure can stop 
sharia h -Zamjar a gov
Salisu Z a k a r i  M a ra d u n ,  

G u s a u
A ccording to him , the 

continued existence o f  the 
system does not only rely on 
him alone, it involves all the 
M uslim  U m m ah entirely , 
“and therefore, it is a collec­
tive responsibility  and all 
hands or Muslims should be 
on deck to ensure its suste­
nance,” he added.

The g o v ern o r fu rth e r 
maintained that the constitu­
tion o f  the federal Republic 
ofN igeria stated clearly that 
every religion in the country, 
especially Islam and Chris­
tianity should be practiced 
without any hindrance.

“At this juncture there­
fore, we have not breached

or gone beyond w hat the 
constitution has stated. I am 
therefore confident and op­
tim istic that with what we 
have put on ground and the 
success we ve so fa r ~~ 
corded as a re su lt o f  
Shariah implementation 
the state, we will continue to 
achieve same in future so 
long as the Shariah remains,” 
Ahmed Sani emphasised.

Also at the occasion, Sul­
tan M uham m ad M accido, 
Abubakar the third called on 
the entire Muslims to ensure 
unity, pe

SulU
plained that Muslims all over 
should respect each other 
and speak with one voice so 
as to succeed in whatever 
they want to achieve.

ace and love, 
tan M accido  ex-

Adultery: Kaduna Assembly member alleges 
frame up

A m em ber o f  the 
Kaduna state House 
o f  A ssem bly  
Honourable Muhammed Sani 
Iliyasu, has denied allega­

tions that he impregnated a 
16year old girl, HadizaTasalla 
Dauda out o f  wed lock, even 
as he expressed readiness to 
fight and bring to book the 
culprits.

Addressing newsmen at 
a p ress  co n fe ren ce  i n ' 
Kaduna, Hon. Iliyasu said 
that it was a deliberate at­
tempt to set-him up and rub­
bish his integrity and person­
ality.

Honourable Muhammed 
Sani Iliyasu who represents 
Kawo constituency, said that 
since he revealed to the press

From  Aliyu H a ru n a ,
j  (Correspondent Kaduna) and  j 

| M aryam  Musa U m ar Intern  ] 

(Kaduna)

certain financial misappro­
priations in the House his life 
has been under threat from 
people believed to be against 
his principles and stand.

The honourable member 
who was dragged to the Up­
per Sharia, court Tudan- 
Wada, Kaduna, for alleged 
adultery, claimed that some 
people whom he refused to 
mention their names, are be­
hind the problem due to his 
principle and disposition , 
adding that it is a deliberate 
and cheap blackmail against 
him.

He d isc lo sed  th a t the 
summons with regard to case 
was since given to the “Clerk

of the House”, who invari­
ably refused to give him on 
time.

H onourab le  Iliyasu  
added  that he know s the 
gangs o f  his framers, point­
ing out that he will not men­
tion their jiames because the 
case is already in court.

He expressed confidence 
in the credibility o f the judge 
in the court, saying he be­
lieves justice will surely pre­
vail.

ft will be recalled that 
members o f the Kaduna state 
H ouse o f  A ssem bly, few 
weeks ago set up a commit­
tee under the majority leader 
o f  the House, Honourable 
Abdullahi Adamu, to Ikara to 
investigate alleged financial 
misappropriation by the lead­
ership o f  the House to the 
tune ofoverN 200 million.

S h e h u  S h a g a r i  @  3 0

Alhaji Shehu Usman Aliyu Shagari
Nigeria’s former President, Alhaji Shehu Shagari will by the special grace 
of God mark his 80!h birthday anniversary on Friday, February 25,2005. 
This is a moment of joy for the elder statesman who has meritoriously 

served the nation with utmost humility and sincerity.

To commemorate the landmark event, Media Trust Limited, the publishers 
of Daily and Weekly Trust will publish a special publication 

Of tributes to this venerable leader and gentleman.

We invite individuals, organisations, business political associates, 
governments and people ofNigeria to send felicitations and goodwill 

messages to this man of honour.

For enquiries and booking of space, please call the Special Projects on 
the following Nos: 0803-703-8663,0804-214-5839.0803-503-9527, 

0804-334-1144,0803-317-5421,0802-849-4170 or 09-6720346.
Management
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Let no talk turn assunder
Wh a tev e r the 

assumptions that 
informed the 11* 
ho u r N a tio n a l P o litic a l 

Reform Conference, let there 
be no official illusion that we 
arp only set to witness reform 
o f  the po lity  w ith today’s 
talk-shop. The main political 
re fo rm  s ta rted  w ith  the 
proclam ation o f  the cons­
titution in 1999. The bane o f 
Nigeria’s political discourse 
is that once we are weighed 
down by the shortcomings o f 
the moment we often forget 
the eventful past and even 
the  m ost recen t p rogress 
reco rd ed . W ith  a ll its  
im perfections and am big­
uities, the proclamation o f  the 
constitution in 1999, was a 
leap forward away from the 
e ra  o f  g o v ern an ce  by 
decrees! This was a reform 
o f  g rea t s ig n ifican ce . 
Subsequent inaugurations o f 
national and states’ parliam­
en ts  c o n so lid a te d  th is  
political reform and marked 
the beginning o f  a democ­
ratic dispensation. For all we 
care let’s continue the debate 
on the performance or (lack 
o f it!) o f the democratic actors 
and in s titu tio n s , bu t le t 
nobody deny that we now 
have institutions o f  checks 
and balances contrary to the 
blatant dictatorship o f  the  
military regime.

The concept o f  nascent 
dem ocracy  is ce rta in ly  a 
misnomer. Democracy is not 
measurable by how long but 
how well the institutions and 
actors perform. The legisl­
a to rs  o p posed  to  ex tra - 
parliamentary platform like 
national conference have a 
po in t. W hy inven tin g  an 
extra-parliament when we are 
not short o f  parliam ent at 
Federal and state levels? But 
what should be a concern to 
these legislators is the reason 
why parliam ent suddenly 
proved unattractive and a 
conference provides vent for 
the electorate?

One great political reform 
that has also  taken  place 
deals with the formation o f 
political parties. Following 
the landmark judgem ent o f 
Supreme Court on freedom o f 
association, INEC has been

co m p elled  to  re g is te r  
additional 27 parties, making 

•the country a m ulti-party  
democracy. For all we care, 
let this confab improve on 
the performance o f  parties, 
transform them from vehicles 
for power and power alone, 
to vehicles for developme­
n ta l ideas and  rea l 
developm ent o f  a country 
that perpetually lives on its 
p o te n tia ls  ra th e r than  
ac tu a litie s . B ut nobody  
should ever doubt that we 
now  have p a r tie s  as 
p la tfo rm s  fo r p o litic a l 
advocacy as distinct from the 
unknown vested groups o f 
military regimes.

The challenge should be 
to  fu r th e r  l ib e ra lise  the 
political space rather than 
restrict it as being wrongly 
advocated  by the Federal 
Executive w hich fervours 
deregistering some parties 
on the ill-informed reasons 
that they have no electoral 
base . T he rig h t to  p a rty  
form ation is already reas­
sured by the Supreme Court 
judgem ent; let no confab 
engage in political revisi­
onism  o r any reactionary  
m ove to violate rights by 
deregistering parties. This 
conference will not make any 
im pact unless it com es to 
term s w ith w here w e are 
coming from, where we are 
and how we can improve on 
the existing reality. f

Significant to note are the 
reforms promoted by activist 
judiciary since 1999. The role 
o f  th e  ju d ic ia ry  s ince  
d em o cra tic  d isp en sa tio n  
remains problematic. But let 
nobody  be in doub t tha t 
more than ever before we 
have w itn essed  ju d ic ia l  
ac tiv ism ; fro m  revenue  
a llo ca tio n  fo rm u la  to  
p re s id e n tia l e lec tion  
tribunal, from  right to strike 
to Local government funds. 
T he ch a llen g e  o f  the  
conference is to deepen the 
in d ep en d en ce  o f  the  
judiciary, ensure prompt but 
fair judgement delivery and 
purge the sector o f  corrupt 
ju d g e s  as the  Ju d ic ia l 
Council has commendably 
done m ore th an  once  in 
re c e n t tim e . A g a in  it is

debatable w hether we need 
debating months to do this, 
bu t i f  one m ore ta lk  w ill 
strengthen the judiciary, then 
it worth’s all the kobo.

The naughtiest issue is 
e lec tio n s  and  th e ir  
controversial outcomes. Even 
then  we w ould  no t have 
known how nasty elections 
could be if  we had had none 
as m ilita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip s  
denied us freedom o f choice 
for decades. This confab must 
look at the recent elections 
and draw conclusion for free 
and fair elections. The critical 
challenge lies in reforming the 
INEC and the entire electoral 
system.

The last critical issue is 
federalism. Let no talk turn 
a su n d e r w hat has been 
w oven  to g e th e r by fa te , 
history and enterprise and if  
we must have full disclosures; 
by co rru p tio n , g reed  and 
poverty! This confab m ust 
once and for all put paid to 
the falsification o f  federalism 
by both the government and 
the cham pions o f  so-called 
ethnic nationalities. There is 
nothing like ‘true’ or ‘false’ 
fed e ra lism ; fed e ra lism  is 
fed era lism ! T here  is no 
fed e ra lism  w ith o u t its 
ch a llen g es  e ither. The 
ch a llen g es  o f  N ig e rian  
federalism  call for creative 
reengineering and not some 
d esp o n d en t do u b t abo u t 
unity. In any case i f  united 
N ig e ria  ra ise s  so m any 
problems, it is a basic common 
sense that a disunited Nigeria 
(God forbids!) can offer no 
solution to its advocates and 
its victims alike!

All said, all talk without 
food, light, jobs and housing 
make no new Nigeria. Put in 
another language, confab and 
long talk while NEPA load- 
sheds what by any standard 
is  N O T a lo ad  (3000  
m egaw atts!), and long talk 
when 10,000 apply for any 
accidental vacancy impress 
no tax payer. The ball is in the 
court o f  the delegates to show 
that talking when we must be 
working worth the time. Let 
them prove that talking equals 
working and adding value.

ISSA AREM U  can  be 
reached  at fissaarem u@ - 

^ a h o o x o m ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

The challenges of Nigerian federalism 
call for creative reengineering and not 
some despondent doubt about unity. In 
any case if united Nigeria raises so many 
problems, it is a basic common sense that 
a disunited Nigeria (God forbids!) can 
offer no solution to its advocates and its 
victims alike! _______________

It is hard to overlook the 
sym biosis in the  
struggles o f  MalcomX, 
ice Lumumba and reggae 
m usic  m aestro  R obert 

Marley. These musketeers 
gave their lives to the fight 
against injustice on a global 
scale.

Today, F eb ru ary  2 1 st 
m arks the day M alcom X 
breathed his last. He was 
shot on February the 21st 
1965. The month was also a 
bad  m onth  fo r P a trice  
Lumumba, who was said to 
have been abducted from a 
United N ation’s camp and 
m urdered . The o ff ic ia l 
position, however, was that 
Lumumba simply died on 12* 
Februaiy 1961.

R obert N esta  M arley, 
a.k.a. Bob Marley used his 
music as campaign tool for 
equity and justice until his 
eventful life was cut short by 
cancer; Sadly though, recent 
remembrance celebrations o f 
th e  reg g ae  m aestro  in 
Ethiopia were subjectively 
covered. Both the CNN, BBC 
and others had nothing to 
report about Marley beyond 
his p rivate  Indian Hemp 
smoking life and his death 
from  cancer. T h is lends 
c red en ce  to  the  a l le g e d ' 
disdain with which the West 
looks at peo p le  w ith  
rev o lu tio n a ry  id eas . It 
th e re fo re  becom es
imperative to take a second 
look at the political impact 
the reggae maestro has made 
w hile  a live  and even in 
dea th . M ay w e take the 
m usketeers, one after the 
other?

T he A fro -A m erican  
revolutionary, M alcom X 
was in the shoes o f  Marcus 
Garvey. Malcom extended 
his initially-localised policy 
to one that would call for the 
unity o f  black people all over 
the world. When Malcom X 
joined the Nation o f  Islam, 
having accepted orthodox 
Islam, he used his speeches 
to  spread its gospel among 
black people in Africa and 
the rest o f  the world. He was 
also in the forefront o f  the 
condemnation o f  America’s 
involvement in the Congo. 
So determined was Malcom 
to  fight injustice against the 
blackman that he had taken 
the w ar to the media. For 
instance, in one o f  his many 
interviews he sums up the 
d if f ic u lty  in b lackm an  
gaining freedom: “No negro 
leader has fought for civil 
rights, they have begged the 
W hitem an  fo r freedom . 
Anytime you beg another 
man to set you free, you will 
never be free. Freedom is 
something you have to fight 
for, yourself”

A nd then  the  fina l 
warning: “Until the American 
negro  le ts the w hitem an 
know  th a t we are  rea lly  
ready to pay the price that is 
necessary for freedom, our 
p eo p le  w ill a lw ays be 
walking the streets like what 
you will call 20lh century 
slaves.”

To M alcom’s credit, you 
have people like Kofi Annan 
sitting comfortably as UN’s 
secretary general today. A 
reporter also asked brother 
Malcom to explain what he 
m ean t by “ th e  p rice  'o f  
freedom,” to which he rep-

By N as ir  D am bat ta

lied: “death.” This was the 
price he paid for freedom. 
Prior to that, he was one o f 
the 22 million black people 
that were “the v ictim s o f 
A m erican ism .” M alcom  
therefore asserted, “ I see 
America through the eyes o f 
a victim.”

Malcom’s power was on 
the rise, up to the time o f his 
a ssa ss in a tio n . Two bad  
incidents occurred, before 
his death, according to an 
ace  d o cu m en ta rian  and  
Pakistan intellectual, A lif 
Kaba Khan. “The other day 
he was to address a summit/ 
conference o f  African prime 
m in is te rs  in C a iro , he 
collapsed from severe stom­
ach pains,” embarrassingly. 
A week before his death, his 
house was fire-bombed. It is 
still assumed that M alcom’s 
death was the product o f  a 
sectarian revenge, but to the 
academic, “it was a political 
ac t w ith  in te rn a tio n a l 
implication.” His successor, 
Leon Amir, who, shortly after 
M alcom’s death, pledged to 
nam e h is  p re d e c e s so r’s 
killers was also found dead 
the next morning.

B ut even  in dea th , 
Malcom represents a major 
offensive against injustice in 
the world.

Patrice Lumumba was no 
doubt a man whose vision for 
eq u ity  and ju s tic e  w as 
unmistaken. He wanted to 
ra ise  h is co u n try  to  the 
h ighest pedestal but w as 
caught in the web o f cold war. 
But then, Congo-Brazzaville, 
like all other Belgium colonies 
had its own fair share o f  
w id esp read  ch ao s and 
Lum um ba’s should not be 
an exception. It was a matter 
o f  time that his arch-rival 
Tishumbe, embarked on an 
o ffen s iv e  th a t shook  
Lumumba’s balance. When 
the United Nations troops 
failed to control the army o f 
Lumumba’s arch-rival Tishu­
mbe, Lumumba fell back on 
the USSR. G uovara, and 
Fidel Castro, helped Lumu­
mba with the Gorilla fighters 
th a t fo rm ed  the P a trice  
Lumumba Battalion.

L um um ba cou ld  no t 
survive the insanities o f  cold 
w ar era . He ended  up a 
cap tiv e  at a U N O  cam p 
w herefrom  u n o ffic ia l 
sources say he was abduc­
ted and killed on 12th Febr­
uary 1961. Nigeria’s prime 
minister, Alhaji Sir Abubakar 
Tafawa Balewa even sent a 
te leg ram  to Dr. H am m - 
arskjeold, the UN secretary, 
co n d em n in g  the “a s sa s ­
s in a tio n ” o f  the  fo rm er 
premier o f Congo. Sir Balewa 
wrote: "I have heard with 
deep shock and regret the. 
unhappy information about 
the death o f  Mr. Lumumba. 
On behalf o f  the government 
and people o f  Nigeria, I  wish 
to  express our s tro n g est 
condemnation o f  the circum­
stances, which perm itted  
a n d  re su lte d  in th is  
dep lo ra b le  developm ent. 
N ig eria  b e lieves  in a 
peaceful settlement o f  po li­
tical differences and cannot 
regard any form  o f  coercion 
or violence as an acceptable 
m ethod,o f  reaching lasting 
solutions in such matters. ”

The third o f  the m usk­
eteers is late musician Bob: 
Marley. Beyond his u n fo r t t j^  
unate ganja-led private l if s H p  
he has made impact on the 
global quest for peace. At 
least, his best-selling albums 
were devoted to campaign for 
peace  and  fa irn e ss  in  
humanity. He deplored war 
w ith songs like “so much 
trouble in the w orld .” He 
cam paigned  fo r  a m ore 
U nited A frican  continent 
w ith  songs like  “A frica  
Unite,” wherefrom one can; 
see the synergy  betw een  
this Marley philosophy and 
M alcom  X ’s. He had the 
vision of an Africa free from 
the clu tches o f  neo-colo- 
nialism with his blockbuster, 
“ R edem p tio n  so n g .” A ll 
these and a lot more show 
that he was more than just a 
music genius that led a life o f  
weed smoking.

The U nited  K ingdom - 
based documentarian, Nich­
olas Moore also captured the 
p lace  o f  jthe la te  reggae 
maestro in global politics,: 
thus: “He (Marley) revolu­
tionized the world with his: 
music. He used his art form 
as a conduit for social awake­
ning.” Khan went on to say 
that Marley wrote uncompro­
mising songs for and about 
the disenfranchised people 
o f the West Indian slums and 
remained an icon o f honour: 
and hope for those that had 
none.

K han also  describ ed  
M arley  as som eone who 
stood as a conscious figure 
in Jamaican politics “when he 
united the hands o f  Michael 
Mandley and Edward Siaga.” 
B eyond that, he explains 
fu rth er, “h is  (M a rle y ’s) 
popularity with the people 
extends across the seas and 
he becam e a spokesm an  
through his lyrics; crying out 
against depression, slavery, 
injustice and w ar.” M ore­
over, he w as “e n th u s ia ­
stically” invited as the only; 
guest artiste, by President 
Robert Mugabe to celebrate 
Zimbabwe’s independence. 
Khan caps it all: “he (Marley) 
w as greatly adm ired thro­
ughout the w orld fo r his 
message o f  African unity and: 
civil justice.”

If  these three musketeers 
were alive, they would have 
probably been vociferous in 
their condem nation o f  the 
fact that after the cold war, 
over 500,000 children died 
from US sanctions; innocent 
children hidden from the eyes 
o f the media and the tears o f  
the outside world. Let alone 
th e  P a le s tin ian s  th a t are  
consumed daily by the antics: 
o f  a heavy-handed Israeli 
governm ent. They would 
perhaps have deplored the 
alleged US control o f  over 70 
per cent o f  the international j 
weaponry market; or the fact 
that o f the 48 regional wars 
going on today, 39 involve; 
US weapons and that since; 
world war II, over40 million: 
people have died in these; 
conflicts-largely women and 
c h ild ren . T hey  w ould 
generally have challenged 
the political repression by the 
trad itional h ie ra rch ies o f  
power in Latin America and 
Africa among other parts o f  
the world. A dieu, brother 
M alcom , L um um ba and 
Marley!
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A  v o te  f o r  d e r e g u la t io n
p
JL d t

subscribe to the practice 
o f  journalism to embrace 

ev e lo p m en ta l theo ry  
with economic development 
and  n a tio n  b u ild in g  as 
overriding objectives. The 
purpose o f  the media is not 
so m uch to p rov ide  
in fo rm atio n  or a llow  
expression o f  opinion but to 
coordinate infor-mation and 
communication efforts that 
are geared towards national 
develop-ment.

To be precise, the Federal 
Government after series o f 
consultation em barked on 
d e reg u la tio n  and
lib e ra liz a tio n  o f  the 
downstream oil sector which 
y ielded som e m easure o f  
success easing supply and 
d istribu tion  and products 
availability. However, this 
laudable step was m isun­
d ersto o d  and o p p o sitio n  
was m ounted against the 
government and some o f the 
agencies responsible for mid 
w ifing  the d e reg u la tio n  
policy.

Nigeria media pitched its 
tent with the opposition and 
reported any dissenting view 
against deregulation while 
little or no space was given 
to government explanation or 
where ever it exist, was put 
in a way that elicited further 
c o n tro v e rsy  th e reb y  
p a in tin g  the governm ent 
black.

Today, that with discor-. 
dant view s have changed 
due to the m any positive  
effects o f  deregulation as 
a g a in st w hat they  w ere 
m isled  by the L abour 
m ovem ent and other civil 
society that deregulation will 
pauperized the citizenry.

The cheering news today 
is that refineries, depots and 
retail outlets are springing up 
ac ro ss  the  coun try , the 
p o s itiv e  e ffec ts  o f  th is 
enorm ous ran g in g  .from - 
p ro d u c ts  av a ila b ility  to 
em ploym en t g en era tio n , 
in fra s tru c tu ra l d e v e lo p ­
ments, as well as provision 
o f social amenities worthy of 
m en tio n in g  is the 
resuscitation o f the Nigeria 
Railway Corporation which 
has becom e m oribund for 
years, Oando and Total oil 
m ark e tin g  have sta rted  
haulage o f their products to 
the north through rail system

after about fifteen years o f 
co m ato se , thanks to 
deregulation.

The skepticism o f many 
w ho doubt w hether dere­
gulation will have effects on 
the masses has been largely 
because the media have not 
been  ab le  to in fo rm  the 
masses. This is a challenge 
to our esteemed media men.

The underlying thought 
here is tha t i f  m edia 
institutions could change their 
apathetic attitude tow ards 
national develop-m ent and 
make it possible for positive 
and analysis  o f  
developmental messages to

reach the m asses through 
problem identification and 
proffer experimented solution, 
Nigeria will be a better place.

To build a nation properly, 
we need men and women of 
the fourth estate o f the realm 
w ho ch erish  p ositive  
deve lopm en t and are
prepared  to  sacrifice , in 
rep o rtin g  national issue, 
deregulation will transform 
our economy and improve 
quality o f  life o f  an average 
Nigerian.

C h r i s t o p n e r  
A ban ikan da , 4, Wuye 
District Finance quarters, 
Abuja.___________________

Letter to President Obasanjo

It edified me each time I 
heard o f your regular trips 
ab road  in search  o f  
foreign investors. This will 

go a long  w ay to  c rea te  
‘trem endous jo b  opportu­
nities, the larger effect o f 
astronaumical increase in the 
value of our dear Naira.

It has however, continued 
to appear to me’ like a mirage 
that all these m oves have 
since 1999 not translated into 
action for reasons, I believe, 
are b e s t know n to your 
excellency.

W hat has gone w rong 
with “our own’ SLOK airline? 
Our own in the sense that the 
investors) could have gone 
o ff the shores o f this country 
to e s tab lish  b u sin ess . It 
th ere fo re  sounds co n tra ­
dictory  to me that SLOK 
which is a big-time indige­
nous investment has been, 
grounded. The net effect is 
that thousands o f Nigerians 
concerned could have been

rendered jobless? Pathetic! 
Rumors flying on the pages of 
newspap^fs have it that it was 
a political move. If this is true 
(I stand to be corrected) your 
excellency, are we treading on 
the right track? Are we sincere 
about investment? Whatever 
dimension the entire scenario 
might have taken should be 
granted a reconsideration.

The “d em okra tik” g o ­

vernm ent under your 
“rulership” should bear the 
responsibility o f harnessing 
local investm en t
opportunities and serve as an 
apparatus for studying the 
dynamics o f the existing ones. 
Enough o f this hardship!

Ojonimiile Theophilus, 
Department o f  Metallurgical 
Engineering, Alunadu Bello 
University, Zaria.

I' read in the Sunday Sun 
o f February 13, year 2005, 
where Gani Adams said; 

He w as no t p a rt o f  the 
reconciliation arrangement 
by one organization known 
as “Organization for Lasting 
Peace in Nigeria” and that the 
organization was sponsored 
by Dr. Fredrick Faseun to Ife.
We are  now  ask ing  the 

whole Yorubas, particularly 
the Elders, that even i f  it is 
tru e  th a t C h ie f  F asu en  
sponsored this group, is it 
not a good thing from Chief 
Faseun  to  m ake p eace?  
W hat is bad in that? Why 
can’t Gani Adams accept the 
pronouncement o f  His Royal 
M ajesty  O ba O kunade 
Sijuade -The Ooni o f Ife, The 
Arole  o f  Oduduwa, O ther 
Kabesis’ High Chiefs, and 
E ld ers , th a t p ronounced  
that, k illings, bloodshed, 
burning o f  houses, are all 
over. H is re fu sa l o f  th is 
pronouncement amounts to 
lack o f  respect.

Is, k illin g s  and  b lo o d  
shed the m ain 'purpose o f  
establishing OPC? Elders 
should look at Ejigbo frakers 
o f  few days ago from Gani

Yoruba 
elders, 

call Gani 
Adams to 

order
Adams faction where three 
(3) people died as we read in 
the papers.

We are  ad v is in g  the  
Elders to please call Gani 
Adams to order, as early as 
possib le o r do you elders 
want him to kill all Yorubas 
includ ing  yourse lves and 
your family before calling him 
to order?

We want to appeal to Gani 
A dam s h im se lf to  p lease  
come back home. A fter all 
your father is from Niger state 
here, Tapa in Nupe land.

You were even invited to 
take decision for the Yoruba 
confab as OPC leader, what 
an insult to all o f  us!

P ro p h e tess  K eh in de  
Omowunmi, Suleja, Niger 
State.

R e :  N i g e r i a ’ s  d e b t  t r a p
"X" read with interest your 

■ E ditoria l on N ig e ria ’s 
J jn o w in g  debt trap (1), Daily 
Trust o f 8th February, 2005 and 
would like to add a few points.

W ith a ll due respect, 
Professor Peter A. Nyongo, the 
Kenyan Minister of Planning 
and Development is entitled to 
his opinions and preferences.

But I totally disagree with his 
assertion  tha t A frican 
Countries should go to the

World Bank and IMF and ask 
for loans. The fact remains the 
same, that it is the member 
countries that finance the 
Fund. True, all members are 
equal, but some are more equal 
than others.

The lendihg power o f  the 
IMF was limited in size and 
sco p e ; th a t it w as 
headquartered under the US 
Treasury’s watchful eye-in 
Washington DC.

I strong ly  suggest that 
you should please send the 
co p ies  o f  your E d itp ria l 
“N ig e ria ’s g row ing  debt 
trap” (I) and (II) to Professor 
Peter Ayang - Nyango, the 
K en y an  M in is te r  o f

E conom ic  P lan n in g  and  
Development by any means.

May God save the African 
co n tin en t.

A b b a  Ib ra h im  A li,  
M unicipal Local Govern­
ment, Kano.

Reactions to articles pu b lish ed  in 
this paper m ay be directed to jh e  
* editor via the em ail address: 

editor-a daily trust, com
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The story ofm y II
Born 13th November, 1927, Alhaji Abdul-Ganiyu Folorunsho Abdul-Razaq (SAN) remains 
the first lawyer from  Northern Nigeria, who celebrated his fifty  year anniversary o f  call to the 
bar recently. He was legal Advisor to the Northern People Congress (NPC), was Nigeria’s 
ambassador to the Republic o f  Cote d ’Ivoire, federal ministerfor Railways (1966) and Nigeria’s 
delegate to the 23 rd Assembly o f  the United Nations in 1968.

Alhaji Abdulrazaq was first in many respects. He was pioneer commissioner o f  finance o f  
Kwara State in 1967. H ewas f ir s t ’ awardee ofKwara state government’s performance award. 
He form ed the f ir s t’ students union ever in the country’s history, at the University College, 
Ibadan. He was the firs t to set up a private school in the North. He was the first and only legal 
adviser o f  the NPC. He has two traditional titles in his kitty: Mutawallin Ilorin and ‘Tafidan 
Zazzau o f  Zaria ’.

While celebrating his fifty  years o f  call to the bar, President Olusegun Obasanjo had cause to 
sign a personal letter o f  congratulation to Alhaji Abdul-Razaq (SAN). The President’s letter 
reads in part: “As the first Northern Nigerian to attain the distinction o f  becoming a barrister, 
your call to the bar was an event o f  historical significance. Since then, you have made valuable 
contributions to the development o f  the legal tradition in our nation, ascending in the process 
to the zenith o f  the noble profession. ” Prior to that, Second Repubic President,Shehu Shagari 
also sent a flowery letter o f  congratulations, which read in part: “How 1 wish I  can have the 
opportunity to participate actively in th e .. .celebrations o f  the Anniversary o f  your appearance 
as the Northern star in thefield ofLaw and Justice. Your subsequent roles in the fie ld  ofpolitics 
were no less significant in the history o f  our struggle to freedom, progress and prosperityof our 
dear country. Ifeel I must squeeze time and what remains ofm y physique to make an appearance 
even in a brief manner during the second week o f  February”.

I ' In this encounter with Daily Trust Editor, Is ’haq Modibbo Kawu and Assistant Features 
Editor, Nasir Dambatta, Arewa’s first lawyer tells the interesting story o f  his life-from politics 
\to law and discloses why he is no longer politically active. Excepts:

s you mark your  50** T his tu rned  out to be a

Alhaji Abdul-Ganiyu Abdul-Razaq

was
anniversary o f  call to 
the bar, may we know 

who is A lh a ji Folorunsho  
Abdul-Razaq?

W ell, like every  hum an 
being I have gone through the 
three m ajor circles o f  life; 
namely childhood, adulthood 
and old age. But I was bom in 
Onitsha.

How did your parents get 
to O nitsha th a t you  were 
eventually born there?

My parents went to Onitsha 
j  for business. Our house then 
| was along New Market Road. 
However, the spot, today, has 
a post office and so it is easily 
identifiable. Somewhere along 
the line, m y grandparen ts 
w rote num erous le tters in 
Arabic to my parents, insisting 
that they would want to see 
their grandson. You see, my 
grandparents were learned in 
the Arabic language. In fact, I 
studied the Qur’an and other 
aspects o f  Islamic knowledge 
under my grandfather -  who 
was a scholar. A fter a few 
w eeks m y fa th e r w ent to 
inform my grandfather that we 
were set to return to Onitsha. 
But my grandfather said I 
shou ld  be le ft beh ind  to 
complete my Qur’anic studies 
before ever stepping out o f the 
house. The school is today in 
our family compound. I learnt 
the Qur’an for four years and 
my parents had to adjust.

This illustrates the fact for 
the slow  pace o f  the 

! educational progress o f  the 
North. So, you would not be 
allowed to acquire western 
ed uca tion  w ithou t being 

:versed in Q ur’anic studies.
| Our grandparents had the fear 
that if  you go t(j a missionary 

j school, and there were many 
|o f  them , you risked losing 
touch  w ith  your Islam ic  

j knowledge or identity.
Where and how did  you  

start schooling?
Well, my aunt, who was 

staying w ith my parents -  
eventually, got married and I 
was sent to accompany the 
Iyawo to her matrimonial home.

blessing for me. Her husband, 
Mr Balogun, was educated. 
So, w hile I was there , he 
insisted that I should go to 
school. He first took me to 
United Africa School in Ilorin, 
hav ing  com pleted  my 
Q ur’anic education. Indeed, 
that was my first contact with 
Western education.

Can you recall the years 
sir?

That was between 1932 and 
1933.1 was there for two years, 
until my parents decided to 
take me back to Orat^ha. A year 
later, I got admission into CMS 
Central School, Onitsha, w hich. 
Dr Z ik o f  A frica  h im se lf 
attended. I started in 1939 at 
the infant school. In 19431 had 
to take common entrance exam 
into one o f the only available 
m issio n ary  schools. I 
proceeded for interview at the 
CKC mission school with a 
Reverend Priest, who was Vice 
Principal. When it was my turn, 
his first question was what 
was my name. I said Ganiyu 
Razak. He asked which church 
I was going to and I replied 
that I am a Muslim. He then 
said, “this is no school for 
you,” without mincing word. 
In fac t, the school w as 
established strictly for Roman 
Catholic -  meaning that not 
every Christian could even get

adm itted . W ell, I 
disappointed.

I p roceeded  to D M G s, 
which is Anglican, for another 
interview. The vice principal 
asked sim ilar questions to 
those  o f  the o ther vice 
Principal and narrated  the 
same way -  that as a Muslim, I 
stood no chance o f  being 
adm itted . I was really  
d isappo in ted . I then  
com plained  to my form er 
scout’s master, who happened 
to be a lecturer in DMGs. 
While I was at the elementary 
level I belonged to the fifth 
O nitsha  group o f  b o y ’s 
scouts. N ot long after we 
parted ways with the scout’s 
m aster, the new G ram m ar 
School was opened in Okrika 
and one Ayu Izona o f  the 
A nglican  fa ith  w as m ade 
principal. My scouts master 
Paul Biabe, was transferred 
there as vice principal.

He offered to help me out 
and when I told my parents 
they said it was worth trying. I 
w as given a le tte r to 
Abdulssalamu Edun Abubakar 
who was from Ilorin. He was 
the h ighest ranking  b lack  
police officer in Nigeria while 
we w ere s till . deep in 
colonialism. Abubakar became 
extra link for me with Paul 
Biabe. In the end, I could not 
get adm itted  because the

m issionaries w anted their 
children to be in the majority. 
But i eventually got admission 
at the K alahari N ational 
College in Buguma. Some of 
my classmates at that time 
included Graham Douglas and 
his brother Donald Donglas, 
who became the chief judge 
erf Rivers State among others. 
That was a community school 
bu t they  w ere open to 
anybody.

H ow  d id  you  f e e l  as a 
Muslim child, to be in that 
kind o f  setting?

It was unusual to the extent 
that you were more or less an 
Island. But there was a small 
Hausa community in Buguma, 
w hich m aintained a small 
ou tdoor m osque w here I 
prayed. There were also a few 
Yoruba m en and w om en. 
Immediately after I had left, 
came Mr Justice Karibi Whyte, 
the re tired  ju s tic e  o f  the 
Supreme Court as teacher. 
Another teacher was Justice 
Chukudifu Oputa. It was at 
this point that my mother kept 
on writing me, that I should 
come back home. So, I went 
home for Christmas once and 
I enjoyed it. I went back to 
school in January, only for my 
parents to write to me again in 
February that they had got a 
school for me and I should 
come back. That started my

Alhaji Abdul-Razaq stressing a point during the interview Pictures by: Kennedy Egbonodje

entrance into Africa College.
H ad it ju s t  been  

established?
Yes about tw o or th ree 

years earlier, when I was being 
re jec ted  by the C hristian  
missionary schools. So, it was 
e stab lish ed  by a Rom an 
Catholic man, P. E. Chukwura 
whose son today a professor 
working with the Boundary 
Commission. I rose to become 
the sen io r p re fec t o f  the 
school.

Independent investigations 
reveal that when you went in 
search o f  the golden fleece  
abroad, you were actually  
going to study to be a teacher. 
How did you switch over to 
law?

My last y ear in A frica  
College was 1947 and it was 
then  the B ritish  co lon ia l 
government decided to have 
the first university in West 
A frica  fo r B ritish  W est 
Africans, located in Ibadan. It 
was going to be University 
College. So, when we sat for 
com m on en tran ce , I was 
fortunate to pass and became 
one o f  the foundation  
students o f  that university. 
Meanwhile, my mother had 
moved to Lagos, where we had, 
a relation from Ilorin. So, I went 
for holidays there and I roamed 
the streets for nine months, for 
want o f  what I should do as 
job. I ended up taking a job 
from the Abmadiyya Mission. 
This Islam ic  body was 
estab lish in g  its firs t 
secondary school in Lagos, in 
honour o f  Saka T inubu, a 
re la tion  o f  governor Bola 
T inubu. I w as one o f  the 
pioneer teachers then. Others 
included late Justice Dosunmu 
and m any o thers. I liked 
teaching so much. The father 
o f  Fela, Ransome Kuti was 
then the principal o f Abeokuta 
Government School. He thus 
became a role model for us. 
Most important o f all positions 
then, was school principal and 
I looked forward to becoming 
just that.

The aim o f my study abroad 
was to become a teacher. I first

went to Oxford seeking for 
admission only to be told I was 
late. By 1949, a professor, who 
was the principal of Modelling 
College said he would have 
admitted me if I had not come 
late. I said “what do I do sir” 
and he said if  one could not 
get Oxford, the next best was 
Trinity College, founded by 
Queen Elizabeth.

In the end, I did history and 
political science.

Interestingly, whenever it 
was tim e for convocation  
ceremonies there, Nigerian law 
students dominate the scene. 
I remember that when I was 
there, my contemporary was 
Professor Olikoye-Ramsome 
Kuti- who eventually became 
minister o f health and many 
others I cannot rem em ber 
immediately. At that time, you 
were not reading law; you are 
called “ illiterate.” The law 
students were so proud of the 
course to the point o f being 
boastfu l. I f  you get th irty  
people attending a party, at 
that time, you would discover 
that about twelve of them were 
lawyers and maybe one or two 
as doctors. They w ere all 
boastfu l and I developed  
interest in the course.

A friend was arguing with 
me, at one time, that I would 
never be able to read law. So, I 
said we should bet, that I 
would do all my courses and 
combine with law. In fact, he 
laughed and said “see this 
illiterate talking” and we all 
laughed. I betted him for one 
pound. I did my honou 
history and political science 
before returning to the law 
school for my LLB. Fortunately 
for me, we did it together and I 
beat him to it. When I saw him 
again, I said “my learned 
friend , w here is my one 
po und?” T hat was how  I 
becam e a law yer. I also 
decided to do post-graduate 
higher diploma in Education 
w hich every  p rin c ip a l in 
Nigeria required.

Were you not swept by the 
w ave o f  th e n a tio n a lis t  
m ovem en t du rin g  th is
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How Will the Pension Reform Act 
Affect Public Sector Employees?

P en sion  R eform : 
Im p lication s fo r  th e P ublic S ector

Day 1: Tuesday, February 22,2005 
(By Invitation Only)

Special Guest of Honour:
Alhaji Yayale Ahmed

Head of the Civil Service of the Federation

Day 2 : Wednesday, February 23, 2005 '
(Employees of Public Service, Union Leaders, 

Representatives of Cooperatives & Thrift Societies)

Venue:
Nicon Hilton Hotel, Abuja, FCT.

Time:
9 :00am

v

Guest Speakers:

Mr. Rotimi Okpaise (CEO, HR Nigeria and Vice President, APFN)
Mr. F. N. Akpe (President, APFN)

Mr. Funso Doherty (CEO, Provident Alliance Ltd.)
Mr. Olaleye Adebiyi (Partner, Aluko & Oyebode)

For additional information , contact:
Aminu Tukur: 08033008559 or Chioma Okigbo: 08033139022

S p o n s o r e d  by:

A l u k o  &  O y e b o d e
B a r r i s t e r s .  S o l i c i t o r s ,  & t r a d e m a r k  a g e n t s
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FEDERAL REPUOLIC OF NIGERIA 
NATIONAL COUNCIL ON PRIVATISATION
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RE-ADVERTISEMENT FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST IN 
NICON-HILTON HOTEL, ABUJA, NIGERIA

In line with the ongoing privatization programme, the Federal 
Government of Nigeria, through the National Council on 
Privatization (NCP), hereby ce-advertlses the planned sales of 
51% shares of NICON-HILTON hotel, Abuja, to a well- 
resourced cote Investor*

‘ NICON-HILTON hotel, which commenced operations on t4th 
April 1987, is situated within a 40-minute drive from the 
Nntmdt Azikiwe .International Airport In one of the most 
developed parts of Abuja, Nigeria’s new Capital City. Since 
Abuja' is emerging as Hie central location lor many 
international meetings and seminars In Africa, atl-year-round 
patronage of good hospitality firms is assured in Ihe city. 
NICON-HILTON hotel, the outstanding icon of hospitality 
service in Nigeria frequently hosts several ol these

■ international events as it did for the 8* Ad Afrfea Games and 
tilt Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) 
in 2003. Its marketing profile, ■rating and image reflect the 
HiLTON- culture of luxury , excellence and premiurrvquaiity 
service for its high net-worth customers, as it Is the wily 5- 
star hotel managed by HILTON International in Nigeria

The hotel, occupying an expanse of 199,500 square meters of 
prime-value tend, has 6?0 rooms and suites spread on ten 
floors erf the three-winged, 12-storey edifice., A! the rooms aid 
suites are equipped v # i mini*bars, television sets, satellite- 
channels, direeklial telephones and voice-mall facsimiles, The 
conference and banqueting facilities indude a 1200-person- 
capacity halt. 4-tradi simultaneous fingwal translations. 24 
meeting rooms, along with i  modem business and office 
center, 3 restaurants and bars, a night club, a casino, a water 
fountain, an outdoor summing pool, a volley ball and a tennis 
court, 3 outdoor squash courts and a fitness center with male 
and female saunas, a mini golf field, an excellent plant nursery 
and a handicraft village ete.

PREVIOUS PRIVATISATION EFFORTS

Past efforts to privatise the Hotel m m  abandoned due to Im  
quality of financial and technical bids, A bid of $61 71m was
for instance submitted at the inconclusive bid process for 51% 
shareholding in the hotel in October 2002, Since then, the 
Hotel has appreciated in value due to the renovation carried 
out on it preparatory to the hosting of CHOGM in December 
2003, and the current renewal project, Essentially the project 
involves technical work like installation of new generators, 
modernization and upgrade of lifts, internet data high way ami 
interactive TV system. II also includes soft upgrade of 
furnishing and interior decorations of rooms & restaurants

BIDDING PROCESS

The criteria tor short-listing the prospective core group 
investors among those responding to this advertisement 
include verifiable evidence in respect of the criteria stated 
below:

* Record of successful investment and management of 
, hotels of higher or simitar international profile backed with
■ long-standing technical/management relationship with one or 
more internationally renowned hotel management chains.

* Strong financial resources and managerial competence 
to sustain ihe hotels business growth anti enhance 
shareholder value.

Interested core gro^^strategsc investors should respond to 
this advertisement by providing the following information:

1  Name ol the company and the contact person, 
postal address, telephone, fax § e-mail addresses

2, Ownership structure
Names of major shareholders, and their 
mdividua^collective Percentage holding.

3. Marketing competence/capability
O Outstanding achievements in hospitality care for 

relevant customer groups in the hospitality and/or 
tourism sectors,

❖ Demonstration ol capability for leveraging the 
international marketing expertise in the 
management of the hotel.

4. Financial strength
Total Asset* 
Net assets

Annual turnover 
v Net income 
*  Liquidity ratio
*> Audited accounts for the past 5 years
»> Statement on sources ol funding for acquisition

including evidence of commitment by involved 
parties

5, Company's Experience and capabilities
•> Years of operating in Africa

Number of Other countries covered by operations 
v  Number of ixofessionals employed

Prospective investors are required to pay a non-refundable fee 
of $10,000 00 for bidding documents prior to their admisskin 
for due diligence,

Only qualified bidders will be contacted to carry out due 
diligence on the hotel within 6 weeks before submitting their 
bids. On receipt of bids from Ihe qualified bidders, Ihe NCP 
shall invite only bidders who are adjudged Qualified from the 
evaluation of the technical proposals for financial opening,

The Expressions of Interest should be addressed and 
delivered nol later fian 5,00 pm on Friday, March 4s1, 2005 at 
Roomt15 of the address shown below, All enquiries should- 
also i j  directed to;

Or. Julius J. Bala
Director General, Bureau of Pnblrc Enterprises 
Member /Secretary, National Council on 
Privatisation
Hanna Zayyad Hearn 1 Osun Crescent 

Off Ibrahim Sabamjrda Way, Manama, Abuja 
Tel: 234-9*4134670,4134656, 4134636 • 46 
Fax: 234-9-4134671 * 2 
E-mafc it&iag&Qsng «’-9

Attention Elder Arehfcong Udoftah
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Trust International
ECOWAS imposes sanctions on Togo

- I  w h i l p  a t  t h e  K a d u n a  — ^

ECOW AS chairm an  and  N iger’s President, M am adou 
Tandja

Bangladesh ferry mishap 
kills 82,150 missing

At least 82 people were 
killed and nearly 150 
were missing after a 
Bangladesh ferry capsized in 

a storm on a river near the 
capital Dhaka, police and 
officials said yesterday.

The ferry M.V. Maharaj, 
w h ich  o ffic ia ls  said  was 
b e liev ed  to have been 
carrying some 200 people, 
had  been sa ilin g  to the 
southern town o f Chandpur 
frojn D haka w hen it was 
caught in a tropical storm on 
the Buriganga River late on 

I Saturday.
Only two or three people 

i w ere know n to have 
| survived.

“ B odies have been  
! recovered and some more 
might be found when we will 

| be able to pull the ferry out 
j o f  the water,” Saiful Haque 
K han, a d irec to r  o f  
B angladesh In land W ater 
T ransport A u th o rity  
su p e rv is in g  the rescue  
operation told Reuters.

Most o f the passengers and 
| crew were feared drowned, 
j “But we would not know the 
| exact number o f  casualties 
i until the ill-fated ferry is fully 
| salvaged,” an official on the 
! scene told reporters.

“A lso  w ill rem ain  
| unknown the exact number o f 
| people on board when the 
; disaster hit.

Most o f  the Bangladeshi 
| fe rrie s  do no t keep 
| passengers’ lists. So they 
i carry more people than listed 
i capacities,” he added.

Rescuers piled up bodies 
ion  the  banks o f  the 
I Buriganga. *

P o lice  u sed  b a tons to 
| d isp e rse  hun d red s o f  
m o urn ing  re la tiv e s  w ho 

I thronged the w ater’s edge,
| angry at the slow pace o f the 
| rescue.

“I am waiting to know the 
| fate o f my missing mother, 
i sister and five other relatives.
1 But no one is able to tell me 
a n y th in g ,” sa id  su rv iv o r 
Shahidul Islam.

“Why they are taking so 
long to bring the ferry out o f  
water? How long shall I have 
to wait?”

R escuers sa id  they  
expected the w reck to be 
sa lv ag ed  by y es te rd ay  
afternoon.

Survivors said the ferry 
had been packed with people 
heading home for a holiday 
to mark the Muslim religious 
festival o f  Ashura.

B an g lad esh  S h ipp ing  
M in is te r  A kbar H ossain  
visited the spot and asked 
mourners to remain calm.

He p led g ed  a quick,, 
investigation and .to punish 
tho se  re sp o n sib le .
B angladesh lacks salvage 
and safety equipment, and 
fe rry  d isa s te rs  c la im  
hundreds o f  lives each year.

The ECOWAS chairman, 
P res id en t M am adou 
Tandja o f  N iger has 
announced the imposition o f  
san c tio n s  on  F aure 

G n assin g b e  g overnm en t, 
w h ile  the  F ed era l 
government has hinted that it 
will deploy troops to Togo.

In a press statement made 
av a ilab le  to  D a ily  Trust, 
President Tandja said that the 
sa n c tio n s  w ill in c lude  
suspension from ECOWAS, 
the recall o f  am bassadors 
from Togo, a travel ban on 
the Togolese leadership and 
an arms embargo.

The chairman revealed that 
a committee comprising o f  
Benin, Ghana, Mali, Niger, 
and Nigeria will work with 
the Executive-Secretary o f  
ECOW AS, M oham ed Ibn 
C h am b as, to  d e te rm in e  
m o d a litie s  fo r the  
im p lem en ta tio n  o f  the  
sanctions.

The regional body said Mr 
F a u re ’s p ro m ise  to  ho ld  
elections within 60 days was 
not enough.

Mr Faure originally said he 
would serve his father’s full 
te rm  un til 2008 , bu t on 
F riday  p ro m ised  to  hold  
presidential elections in the 
next two months.

Mr. Chambas underscored 
the need for speedy return to 
constitutional legality, adding 
that ECOWAS will continue 
to work with the Togolese 
g o v ern m en t to w ard s 
realisation.

E a rlie r  on S a tu rday  
Nigerian President Olusegun 
O basanjo - who currently  
chairs the African Union - 
told a Togolese delegation 
that Mr Faure should step 
down immediately.

Meanwhile, the Minister o f 
D efence, Dr. Rabiu Musa 
Kwankwaso, has 'Said that 
Nigeria will not hesitate to

Bombings mar Iraq’s 
Shi’ah festival

O r

uicide bom bers have 
k illed  m ore than  30 
people in Iraq as Shi’ah 

M uslim s m arked A shura, 
their holiest day. Religious 
processions, m osques and 
funerals were struck, in a 
second  day o f  a ttack s 
targeting Ashura.

In the deadliest incident, at 
least 17 people were killed 
w hen a su ic id e  bom ber 
w alked  on to  a bus in  a 
northern district o f Baghdad, 

dice said.

B ut m ajo r secu rity  in 
K arb a la  seem ed to  have 
p rev en ted  a ttack s , as 
th o u san d s o f  S h iite s
converged on the holy city.

Security was tightened this 
year a fte r m ore than 180 
people were killed in bombs 
in B aghdad  and K arbala  
during last year’s festival.

Checkpoints were set up 
around Karbala, where the 
main commemorations took 
place, and cars were banned 
from a wide area.

KOSPEL ELECTRIC 
INSTANT WATER HEATER
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N o  r u s t in g .
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By Elkanah Chawai,
Reporter (foreign desk) and 

Sani Babadako Bureau Chief 
Kaduna with agency report

deploy troops to  Togo to 
maintain peace and stability 
and protect the two million 
Nigerians in Togo.

He said  th is in  K aduna

w hile at the 261*1 Kaduna 
International Trade Fair on 
Saturday: “It is the intention 
o f  President Obasanjo as the 
chairman o f  AU to see that 
there is stability in Togo and 
if  the need to move troops 
a r ise s , w e w ill do so to  
p ro te c t the  tw o  m illio n  
Nigerians there.”

On the defence Industries

C o rp o ra tio n  o f  N ig e ria  
(D IC O N ) w hich recen tly  
celebrated its anniversary, the 
minister said it was unfair to 
com pare the organisation  
w ith  its  c o u n te rp a rts  
e lsew here , adding  th a t it 
should be com pared w ith 
local industries in Nigeria.

...Appoints Nigerian to head
anti-laundering unit
A c 1

A a

Nigerian, Mrs. Obla 
Ojeka Ejze has been 
ippo in ted  by the 

Authority o f  Head o f  State 
and  G o v ern m en t o f  
ECOWAS as the first head o f  
the  In te r G o v ern m en ta l 
A ctio n  G roup  A gain st 
Money Laundering in Africa 
(GIABA).

A statement from the office 
o f  the  ECOW AS 
A dm in istra tion  S ecretary  
said GIABA set up in 1999 
would have a Senegal as the 
assistant Head, Dr. Nideye 
Elezabeth Diaw.

T he s ta tu te  o f  G IA B A  
em powers it to ensure the 
adoption implementation and 
en fo rcem en t o f
internationally accepted anti­
m oney  lau n d erin g  and 
counter-terrorism financing 
standard.

It will also assist countries 
in the sub-region in enacting 
law to deal with the proceeds 
o f  c rim e m utual legal 
a ss is ta n c e  and

By Kemi O gedengbe,
Judicial Editor

establishm ent o f  financial 
intelligence court.

Briefing newsmen on the 
activities o f  GIABA , Mrs. 
Ojeka-Eze said that GIABA 
will assist countries in the 
sub region in enacting law to 
deal with the proceeds o f  
crime, to provide a focus for 
c o -o p e ra tiv e  an ti m oney 
laundering and anti terrorist 
financing efforts in the sub- 
region, and to provide a 
forum  in w hich  reg io n a l 
issues can be discussed and 
experiences shared.

According to her, GIABA 
will facilitate the adoption 
and  im p lem en ta tio n  by 
m em b er ju r is d ic tio n  o f  
internationally accepted anti 
laundering and anti terrorism 
financial measures; enable 
regional and jurisdictional 
fac to rs  to  be  taken  in to  
acco u n t in  the 

th e  im p lem en ta tio n_______ of_

in te rn a tio n a l an ti-m o n ey  
laundering and anti-terrorist 
financing measures.

Mrs. Ojelca -E jze  added 
t h a t . G IA B A  w o u ld  
encourage ju risd ictions to  
im p lem en t an ti-  m oney  
laundering and anti-terrorist 
fin an c in g  in itia tiv e s  
in c lud ing  m ore e ffec tiv e  
mutual legal assistance and 
to co-ordinate and provided 
p rac tica l su p p o rt w here  
possible, to member which 
request it.

She noted that GIABA 
can imposed sanctions on 
any  s ta te  p er fa ilu re  to  
honour its commitments to 
GIABA, “the council may 
upon the recommendation o f 
the committee adopt one o f  
the following g sanctions.

A cco rd in g  to  her, the  
sanctions include: suspend 
the attribution o f  any form 
o f  support, refusal to recruit 
nationals fh>m the defaulting 
state to international posts in 
the  se c re ta r ia t fo r 
administration and suspend 
the  } trrrsd ic tions w hich 
request for it defaulting states 
right to vote.
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$ id your needs no one serves you better than yourself - it’s just 
reason why HumanManager has introduced the Self-Service 

' / y  / / / / /  ihto the way you manage your people.

V / / / / / / / / l l vI N ow  you can serve yourself, your customers and the organisation - better.

For more information on HumanManager Self-Service, call Deremi on,01-2633785-6; 8129172; 4754542; 08035555052 now.

o

SystemSpecs
5th-8th floors, 136, Lewis Street, Lagos. Tel:01-2633785-6 
e-mail: info@systemspecs.com.ng 
w w w .system specs.com .ng

■OUCHSTONE ■

mailto:info@systemspecs.com.ng
http://www.systemspecs.com.ng


W h a t’s  t h is  s e l f - s e r v ic e  a l l  a b o u t?

D a you sleep? I f  you do, you certainly do some things by yourself. You choose to lie on your side, face down or fla t on 
. your back ...ZZZzzzzx^ and close your eyes... ZZZzzzz,,,  You need not ask anybody fo r  assistance to do any o f  these. 

Sleeping is a good example o f  Self-Service. You serve yourself the way it suits you - naturally.

The natural freedom jyou experience doing 
things that personally concern you and the 
satisfaction that comes with it is what the 
concept of Self-Service is all about.

In today's service world you serve yourself at buffets, 
you serve yourself at supermarkets, you serve yourself 
at shops. You‘serve yourself at banks’ transaction 
points (ATM) and in so many other ways this concept 
is being exploited.

The concept o f Self-Service has become very popular, 
the world over; for its revolutionary efficiency in 
bringing cost down, increasing timeliness, accuracy, 
completeness and above all, self- satisfaction.

Today, the concept of Self-Service has found its way 
into the practice of Human Resource Management, 
making it possible for users - via new technologies and 
processes - to have direct access to HR & Payroll 
services. With the incursion of Self-Service into HR & 
Payroll administration, applicants to an organisation, 
its employees, its managers, HR personnel, - top 
management and even ex-staff can now have direct 
access to areas of HR & Payroll services that 
personally or officially concern them
- the end o f  people management as you know it?

Let's start with applicants to your organisation. 
With Self-Service, they no longer have to litter 
your office with stacks of CVs-you 'can do 
without. All they need to do is to complete your 
application form on your website. For you the 

Recruitment Officer, you can monitor these 
applications, specify your selection criteria and create 
a short list of only the brightest and best candidates -all 
from the comfort of your desk.

As for your employees, they are in for a most exciting 
experience that will distinguish you as an employer of 
choice. They can now have direct access to all 
necessary information about your organisation, 
policies, business direction and how their jobs fit in. 
They need not bother HR to view their comprehensive 
information as exists in your HR files. They can view 
these directly themselves and request updates as may 
be required. They can advise you on new additions to 
their family - whether na boy or na girl.

They can further advise you on changes to their home 
addresses or in their banking information. Employees 
can also review their key performance indicators,

targets, perform self-appraisal or review their skills 
gap, apply for training, annual leave or loans, all from 
the comfort of a computer.

What's more, you no longer have to print payslips and 
bother about distribution logistics every month end. 
You save on print cost as employees can now view 
their current and past payslips on-line.

Your managers can now have reduced 
administrative chores and are freed to manage 
efficiently. They can set up projects, assign 
tasks, process time sheets, approve applications, and 
conduct appraisals o f subordinates.

Even your ex-staff can catch up with Alumni 
information and advise you, for instance, on changes 
to their address and other relevant details. They can 
view their old payslips, while retirees, with on-going 
pension, can view current payslips.

Your HR can announce vacancies, communicate with 
applicants and managers and manage the recruitment 
cycle. They can set up induction and training courses, 
set up new appraisal forms, and approve training 
nominations. Your Payroll personnel can easily set up 
rules for.taxes, deductions, allowances and loans, and 
modify benefits entitlement of employees and ex-staff 
where applicable. All these can be done by them 
according to predefined permission rights.

Your top management will be freed from routine paper 
shuffling to face strategic issues. They are now carried 
along about HR & Payroll happenings in the office 
regardless of where they are on the globe as long as 
they have Internet access. They can respond to 
requests, send notices or perform appraisals from any 
location within or outside the office environment

1
4

All these and many other functions which you are able 
to perform with Self-Service will help to streamline 
your operations, eliminate ambiguities and give you 
better control and security o f information.

Despite all these exciting possibilities, most HR 
departments continue to be bogged down by a 
lot o f trivial administrative tasks or what you 
may call “Administrivia”. The result o f a recent 
PricewaterhouseCoopers study shows that a typical 

HR department may be spending as much as 60% of 
their time on routine administrative tasks, while 30% is 
spent on actual HR service delivery and only 10% on 
strategy.

HR Self-Service offers you the opportunity to redefine 
the management of your HR & Payroll. It can reduce 
time and manpower spent on routine tasks by two third 
and double the time available for HR & Payroll service 
delivery and strategy.

Common HR Practice

r *>0%
Vt'tiia! HR

Nor* let* tU*li\cr> A

HR Best Practice

Other established benefits o f HR Self-Service include; 
reduced cost o f running your HR & Payroll operations, 
and optimum utilisation o f your investment in IT 
infrastructure.

All these benefits can be extended even to the public 
sector to ensure that ghost workers no longer have a 
hiding place. - This will promote accountability, 
transparency, good governance and efficient 
utilization of public funds.

For about a decade, SystemSpecs has been in the 
forefront, delivering a world class Human 
Capital Management solution that represents 
the future o f  HR & Payroll management -

HumanManager.

HumanManager developed in Nigeria, is a product 
of learning and working with about 200 top-rated 
African organisations.

HumanManager latest release, is redefining the 
landscape of human capital management in Africa.

HumanManager Self-Service comprehensively 
addresses all areas of Human Resource and Payroll, 
including requirements of the new Pensions A ct
HumanManager gives you alm ost endless 
possibilities in the management of your people.

Wouldn 'tyou ratherjoin this revolution TOD A Yl

H um anM anager is fu lly  d ev e lo p ed  b y  N igerian s in  N ig er ia
For more information, call Deremi on 01-2633785-6, 8129172, 4754542 or 0803555052 now.

c
H u m an  R eso u rce  Payroll • Pe n sion P r o u d ly  N ig e r ia n

5th-8th floors, 136, Lewis Street, Logos. 7e):01-2633785-6 
e-mail: info@systemspecs.com.ng 
w w w .s y s te m s p e c s .c o m .n g

mailto:info@systemspecs.com.ng
http://www.systemspecs.com.ng
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Today’s flight schedule F i n a n c e

A lb a r k a  A ir
Lagos - Abuja 07:20

10:30
15:15
13:00

y\buja - Lagos 8:45a.m.
11.-00

13:15 
17:00 

-Abuja 06:50
17:00

1:00 p m
14:30 
15.30 

4:00 p.m

Abuja - Maid.
Lagos-Yoia 
Abuja - Yola 
Yola-Abuja 
Yoia - Lagos 

Ckanchangi Airlines j 
Lagos-Abuja ,8:15a.m.

llKXfajn. j 
12:10pm 
4:45p.m. 

Karfewa - Lagos 8:30a m  
P/H - Lagos 9:00a.m.
, 4:30p.m.*

Abuja - Kaduna 2:30p.m. 
Kaduna-Abuja 130p.m. 

IRS Airlines
8.00 a.m. | 
9:45a.m. j  

9:30a.m. 
7:30p.m.

11:15a.m. 
ll.'OOajTL 

Lagos-Abu/MM 230p.m. j
Abuja - MM 1:45pm
MM - Abuja 3:45pm
Abuja-Cal 5:15pjn.
Kano-Abuja l:15pjn.
Abuja-Kano 23C|un.
Kano - Lagos 3:45pm
Lagos - Kano 6.-OOpjn.

EAS Airlines
Lagos - Abuja 8:15p_m.

11:45am 
5:45pm 

Abuja-Lagos 10:15am
7:15pm

Lagos - Jos 11:45am
Jos-Lagos 2:30pm.

Dasab Airlines j
Aaja-L^ns 830am
LagDs-PHC HUOam
PHC-Laere 1230am.

230pm. I 
Kano-Lagos 430pm.

630pm. 
A D C  A i r l i n e  

Lqgas-Ataja 7:15am.
1245pm

Abuja-Lagos 855am
Lag»-Caii*r 11:15am
Cafafav-Lagss 730am
MI-Lags 945am.
Lass*-Sakcfc> 855am
SokDkvLagps 1155am

e fligh t schedule 
on weekdays. Cecilia Ibru, Oceanic MD

FSB international Bank 
P ic has re tu rn ed  to  
profitab ility , having 
posted a profit after tax o f  

N227'.4m illion during the 
financial year-ended March 
2004. This represents a 109 
percent growth over the 2003 
performance.

It would be recalled that 
t^ie bank recorded a loss o f  
abou t N2 b illio n  in the  
financial year ended March 
31,2003.

A statement from the bank 
said this year’s result “is a 
positive response to the profit

Oceanic Bank 
opens Bauchi, 

Minna, Katsina 
branches

cean ic  Bank 
In te rn a tio n a l P ic 
recen tly  opened  

three new branch offices in 
Bauchi, Minna and Katsina. 
This brings the bank’s total 
branch network nationwide to 
fifty-six.

The open ing  o f  these  
branches in the Northern part 
o f  the country, according to a 
statement, is part o f  the bank’s 
“strategic move not only to 
boost its presence in that 
region but also to ensure that 
it has at least a branch in all 
state capitals o f  the federa­
tion.”  1

The statem ent & id  the 
bank is  an acknow ledged 
leading investor in the Small 
and M edium Scale Equity 
investment Scheme (SMIE1S).

It said  fu rther that the 
recently published financial 
statements o f  die bank for the 
year ended September30,2004 
shows that it maintains its 
proud tradition o f  posting 
impressive results at the end 
o f  each year.

F S B  re tu rn s  to  p ro fita b ility
a  a  i i  o l . i   i n r r p j i c p H  h v  n p r r p n t  tr% wBy Ahmed I. Shekarau,

Group Business Editor

im provem en t s tra teg ie s , 
w hich  w as an ch o red  on 
aggressive debt recovery and 
low  cost d ep o sit m o b ili­
zation.”

D esp ite  the loss o f  
N47l Smillion recorded after 
extra- ordinary charges o f  
N 699.2m illion, the funda­
mentals o f  the bank’s balance 
sheet also  show ed im pro­
vements.

The b a n k ’s d ep o sit 
liabilities increased by 18 
percent to N28.024billion from 
N23.743bilIion recorded in 
2003. Similarly, the bank’s 
total assets and contingents

increased by 32 percent to 
N61.2billion from N46.3billion 
in 2003.

The new  m anagem ent 
team , acco rd in g  to  the 
statement, “has put in place, 
.a number o f  strategic initia­
tives aimed at growing the 
profitability o f  the institution 
and positioning it to meet the

it sa id , inc lude  a m ajor 
realignm ent o f  the bank’s 
d e liv e ry  m odel to  b ring  
service delivery closer to the 
cu sto m ers , agg ressiv e  
m ob iliza tion  o f  low cost 
deposit and recapturing its 
market share, cost contain­
ment and deduction, recovery

challenges confronting t h e ' o f  provisioned risk assets and 
banking industry today”. the deployment o f  superior

Some o f  these initiatives, products.

With regards to the 
go ing  co n so lid a tio n , t ^ F  
statement said management 
rev iew ed  its op tions and 
embarked on a two-pronged 
stra tegy , w hich  inc ludes 
shoring- up the bank’s capital 
base, and holding d iscus­
sions with like-minded insti­
tutions with a view to achie­
ving a m erger that would 
enhance the interest o f  its 
stakeholders.

First Atlantic Bank 
emerges most active stock

Charles Soludo, CBN boss

I irst Atlantic Bank Pic 
em erged  the  m ost 
active stock among the 

207 companies listed on both 
tiers o f  the Nigerian Stock 
Exchange (NSE) in 2004.

A ccording to  a release 
from the bank, the month-on- 
month review o f  the official 
“m on th ly  sto ck  m arket 
review” o f  the NSE showed 
that the equities o f  the bank 
were toasts o f  investors in 
2004, w ith transactions in 
excess o f  1.51 billion ordinary 
shares, abou t 46 pe rcen t 
above 1.04 billion ordinary 
shares recorded by second

m ost active stock , also a 
banking stock.

Transactions on equities 
o f  F irs t A tlan tic  Bank 
accounted for 7.9 percent o f 
aggregate turnover o f  19.21 
b illio n  o rd in a ry  shares 
recorded during the year.

The review showed First 
Atlantic Bank ahead o f nine 
other banks on the year’s 10

m ost ac tiv e  stocks (by  ̂
volum o) in c lu d in g  IM B j 
International Bank, Liberty j 
Bank, Union Bank ofNigeria, 
First Bank ofNigeria, Omega 
Bank, Access Bank, United 
Bank for Africa and Guaranty 
Trust Bank while, several other 
companies trailed the bank on 
the “20 most active stocks” 
list.

FG’s economic reforms will boost
capital market -  Bank chief

The deputy managing 
director o f  First City 
M onum en t B ank 
(FCMB), Mr. Ladi Balogun 

has said that the on-going 
fed e ra l g o v e rn m en t’s 
economic reforms will further 
improve the nation’s capital 
market.

A ccord ing  to  h im , the 
reforms will see the financial 
services industry growing in 
leaps and bounds, adding 
that the areas o f  growth for 
that sector o f  the economy 
would include pension funds 
administration, insurance efcc.

Speaking at the b ank’s 
in v es tm en t forum  a t the 
M uson C en tre , O n ikan ,
Lagos, Balogun stated that 
N ig e r ia ’s  econom y is  
currently at its best and that

From Bright Ewulu, D eputy 
Business Editor (Lagos) ;

with between $ 18 billion to $19 
billion in foreign reserve, the 
N aira is bound to  rem ain 
strong throughout the current 
year.

He stated further at the 
occasion graced by First City 
G roup chairm an , O tunba 
Michael Balogun, and other 
captains o f  industry, that the 
Central Bank ofNigeria (CBN) 
reduction o f  the m inimum 
rediscount rate (MRR) to 13 
percent will enable banks loan 
to the real sector.

Also, he maintained that 
the reduction o f  the MRR will 
boost the capital market as 
more investible funds will flow 
from the money market to the 
real sector.

Bank arraigns staff 
over alleged fraud

s ome members o f  staff 
o f  Eko International 
B ank P ic , B adagry  

branch, Lagos, suspected to 
have conspired with other 
people now on the run, have 
been charged  b e fo re  an 
Ebute-Meta Chief Magistrate 
Court for alleged stealing.

The suspects are G iwa 
O laren w aju , Sule 25, 
O guntuase M otunrayo 30, 
A lii A bdulrahm an  34, 
Ogitnlana Olakunle 29 and 25- 
year-old Adeyemo Adekunle 
Obafemi.

T he accused  p ersons 
a lleg ed ly  consp ired  w ith 
others still at large between 
January 2004 and September 
2004 at Eko International Bank 
Pic, Badagry branch, Lagos to 
com m it fe lony , to  w ith , 
stealing, contrary to section 
516 o f  the criminal code, Cap 
77o f 1990.

It was also alleged that the 
suspects on the same date, 
time and place, in the Lagos 
magisterial district with intent 
to defraud , o b ta ined

From Adelanwa Bamgboye,
Correspondent (Lagos) \

N 5,217,875.00 property o f  
ASCON Oil Company Limited 
and thereby com m itted an 
offence punishable  und’”” ^ 
Section 419.

Section 419 provides that \ 
any person who by any false i 
pretence, and with intent to ; 
defraud obtains from any j 
person anything capable o f  i 
being stolen is guilty o f  a j 
fe lony  and is liab le  to j 
imprisonment for three years, j

It also provides that if  the ! 
thing is o f the value o f N 1,000 j 
or above, he is liab le  to  ! 
im prisonm en t for seven  ! 
years.

Specifically, the accused ! 
persons were alleged to have j 
stolen N 5,217,875.00 being ! 
p ro p erty  o f  A SC O N  O il | 
Company Limited contrary to j 
section 390 (9) o f  the criminal | 
code.

All the accused persons 
pleaded not guilty. Further ! 
hearing has been fixed for j 
March 2,2005.

—. '— — JIUZjlS

mmm that need not cost a fortune

^ J I W A C
Corporate Office: 

8, Arfetoyo Osho Street. Off Httei Roundabout, 
Cc’a Agoro Road, Shomolu, Logos. 

Tel: 0M72144!, 5820042,08023124863.08035164168
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the Throne

His Royal Highness 
M h v - n  ( D r )  S h e h u  I d r i s  C P R

l . . . :  J ’L Z tiU

and 30 years on the throne.

a

C o n g r a tu la t io n s !

SIGNED:
Senator (Dr)
Dalhatu Sarki Tafida OPR
The Senate Leader 
Federal Republic o f N igeria.
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Port concession has no place in 
law-.Rep

The chairman, House o f 
Representatives Com­
m ittee  on

Privatisation, Hon. Celestine 
N naem eka U ghanze  has 
called for the amendment o f 
the ports Act to accommo­
date the on-going port re­
form s say in g  th a t the 
concessioning exercise has 
no place in the Act.

The law-maker stated this 
in Port-Harcourt, Rivers state 
capital recently during a chat 
with newsmen after the pre- 
b id  co n fe ren ce  fo r the 
co n cessio n in g  o f  P o rt- 
Harcourt port terminals.

“There are two laws in­
volved, the privatization Act 
passed recently which pro­
vides for port concession as 
an aspect o f  commercializa­
tion p f  the ports. But already, 
we Have a law that is regulat­
ing what is happening at the 
ports and that is the ports 
Acts” .

He explained that many 
years ago when the ports Act 
was passed consessioning 
was not in place, but that gov­
ernment ownership held sway 
adding that as Nigeria is talk­
ing o f private ownership and 
concessioning, the law needs 
to undergo  som e am end­
ments.

He said that the Act when 
amended would also provide 
regulatory standards in han­
dling over ports to private

Stories from Adeianwa 
| Bamgboye, Correspondent I 

Lagos
terminals operators.

The chairman said further 
that the era o f  government 
monopoly o f every facet o f 
business is over, stressing 
that private sector type o f  
economy now flourish and 
prevail the world over.

He added tha t the new 
privitization Act provides for 
concessioning and that the 
N ig e ria  P orts A u tho rity  
(NPA) is one o f  the enter­

prises to be concessioned in 
accordance with the law even 
as he expressed delight that 
Nigeria is moving forward to 
keep pace with global chal­
lenges.

S im ila rly  H on. Em eka 
Ihediora  chairm an House 
committee on Marine Trans­
port corroborates his coun­
terpart saying that the due 
process b? followed.

A ccord ing  to  Hon. 
Ihediora, the house o f repre­
sentatives is committed to the 
on-going concession o f  the 
n a tio n ’s Seaports but due 
process should be followed.

...We’re committed to
it, says NPA

T
Ihe management o f  the 
N igerian  Ports A u­
thority (NPA) has re­

iterated its commitment to the 
implementation o f the on-go- 
ing  federal governm ent 
planned concession o f  the 
nation’s seaports.

NPA’s assistan t general 
manager, public affairs, com­
rade I. A. Suwaid stated this 
while reacting to a publication 
in a national newspaper with 
the caption “Finance minis­
ter, NPA boss oppose port 
consessioning... says ports 
are not viable”.

The NPA spokesman said 
in the publication, the story 
reportedly gave the very er­
roneous and misleading im­
pression that the FG and the 
m anagem ent o f  NPA have 
“jettisoned the idea 'of the 
concessioning o f the ports” 
because according to the re­
port. “The ports are in a state 
o f  disrepair and therefore not 
viable for consessioning”.

This is coming on the heels 
o f  several postponements by 
the federal governm ent o f  
handling over the nation’s 
seaports to private terminals 
operation.

The port concession ini­
tially billed to take o ff in the 
first quarter o f  this year has 
again  been  p o stp o n ed  to 
August 2005.

It was gathered that the de­
cision to shift the commence­

ment date o f  the programme 
was taken recently by the 
presidential task force on 
Ports reform.

However, Comrade Suwaid 
stressed that “for the avoid­
ance o f  any doubt, the man­
agement o f  the NPA is com­
mitted to the implementation 
o f  the on-going FG conces­
sion o f  the nation’s seaports.

He sa id  th a t the c h ie f  
Adebayo Babatunde Sarumi 
led management o f  the au­
thority, has since its incep­
tion, been strategizing, in col­
laboration with other appro­
priate government agencies, 
on the best way to ensure the 
successful implementation o f 
the process, which will ulti­
m ately result in the em er­
gence o f (private) operators 
who will be seen to be more 
capable and operate more ef­
ficiently than the present op­
erators.

He said that in order to 
schem e this as a m anage­
ment, the managing director 
has been in close liaison with 
the superv ising  m inistry , 
other government agencies 
as well as carry along the 
house unions to ensure the 
resolution o f all critical issues 
which are necessary in the 
transition o f  the authority, 
especially as it relates to pay­
ment o f  overN75 billion sev­
erance packages and the en­
actm ent o f  the enabling law.

Two members o f a gang 
su sp ec ted  to have 
specialised in flying 
containers out o f  the port 

have been charged with steal­
ing before an Apapa ch ief 
magistrate court.

The suspects are 41 year- 
old Gani Abolaji and 43 year- 
o ld  M urta la  G badam osi. 
They were alleged to have 
conspired wit others now at 
large on November 18,2004 
at the new terminal complex 
Apapa to commit a felony to 
wit stealing.

Prosecuting police officer, 
Iyadi Edward said that the al­
leged offence is punishable

Port police smash suspected 
container fraud syndicate

under section 516 o f the crimi­
nal code cap31, vol. 11 laws 
o f  Lagos state.

The prosecutor further al­
leged that the duo on the 
same date, time and place in 
the Apapa magistrate district 
stole 1 x20ft container No. 
TEXU 222632-0 containing 
used motorcycles valued ten 
million naira (N 10,000,000) 
property o f  Victor Nwokuka.

It was gathered that the two 
suspects allegedly sold the 
said container which does not

belong to them to unsuspect­
ing members o f  the public.

However when the matter 
was reported to the p o l i c e ^ ^  
detectives trafced some o f t h e ^ ^  
stolen items inside the con­
tainer to a shop, only to dis­
cover that the stolen items 
had been sold.

The accused  persons 
pleaded not gu ilty  before 
they were released on bail.

At the resumed hearing o f 
the case, on M onday, the 
court fixed trail for February 
28,2005.

President Olusegun Obasanjo (m) flanlied by Governor Ibrahim Idris o f  Kogi state (I) and 
the CSO to the president (r) during a visit to the Obajana Cement Factory in Kogi
state...recently Pix: Kennedy Egbonodje

Stakeholder sues port compol

The Com m issioner o f  
Police (Compol), Ports 
A u th o rity  P o lice  
(PAP) command, has been 

dragged before an A papa 
chief magistrate court over 
the detention o f a trailer with 
registration No. XA 676 JJJ, 
which was involved in an ac­
cident that caused the death 
o f  a tally clerk.

In a 15 paragraph affidavit 
in support o f the suit, the ap­
plicant, Olufemi Ogunowo 
said that the trailer has been 
in police custody since 15 
August 2004 when the unfor­
tunate accident occurred.

He said that the accident 
occurred while the driver, 29 
year old Idowu Olaniyi, was 
reversing the trailer which 
claimed the life o f  the de­
ceased who was at the back 
o f  the vehicle.

He informed the court that

already, the driver o f  the 
trailer (Idowu Olaniyi) is fac­
ing criminal charges before 
the court adding that he has 
made repeated demands on 
the police to release the trailer.

The court was told that the 
applicant hired the trailer and 
makes monthly installment 
payment to his elder brother 
O lusho la  O gunow o who 
gave the trailer to him.

Due to non-completion o f 
final paym ent through the 
monthly installments, change 
o f  ownership has not been 
affected, hence the particu­
lars are still in the name o f the 
elder brother.

The applicant is praying 
the court to make an order 
directing the Divisional Police 
Office (DPO) at the container 
terminal police station Apapa 
to release the trailer, detained 
since 15th August 2004.

Specifically, the driver- 
Idowu Olaniyi was alleged to 
have driven the trailer in the 
container terminal in a dan­
gerous m anner and caused 
the death o f  William Samuel, 
having regard to all the cir­
cumstances o f the road and 
use o f  public terminal at the 
time and the amount o f  traffic 
which is expected to be at ter­
minal.

The accused trailer driver 
p leaded  no t gu ilty  to the 
court charge before he was 
admitted to bail.

A t the resum ed hearing, 
c h ie f  m ag is tra te  A .O  
Soledoye (Mrs.) berated the 
police for not living up to ex­
pectation. The judge noted 
that it was on record that the 
police have been served but 
the police prosecutor said he 
has not received such direc­
tives.

ENJOY FIXED PRICES 
FROM ANY PEU

Ml 1
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O il prices rise above $48

w

Cru d e  o il fu tu re s  
p rices rebounded 
above $48 a barrel 
in thin trading Friday on the 

ack p f  bargain-hunting by 
ders following a drop in 

prices the previous day.
Still, analysts said that af­

ter the volatility o f  the past 
few days, sparked by ten­
sions over Iran and a rela­
tively bullish Organisation o f 
Petroleum Exporting Coun­
tries (OPEC) report, markets 
would likely settle into a nar­
row  range in the  com ing  
days.

On the New York Mer- 
| cantile Exchange, light sweet 
crude fo r M arch delivery  

j  rose 81 cen ts to  se ttle  at 
| $48.3$ a barrel on the New 
York Mercantile Exchange, 

j  erasing Thursday’s 79 cent 
decline. March heating oil 
p rices ro se  3.65 cen ts to 
$ 1.3493 a gallon on Nymex, 
which closed early at 1 p.m. 
ahead o f  the Presidents Day 
holiday in the United States.

Brent crude for April de­
livery rose 52 cents to $46.34 
on the International Petro­
leum Exchange in London.

By A hm ed I. Shekarau,
Group Business Editor, with 

Agency report

Victor Shum, oil analyst 
at Purvin & Gertz, an energy 
consulting agency, said that 
trading volumes will remain 
sluggish until Presidents Day 
on Felj. 21. “Because o f  the 
public holiday, we can ex­
pect trading volum e to be 
thin for the next few days,” 
Shum said.

In London, oil price strat­
eg ist A dam  Siem inski o f  
Deutsche B ank'said he ex­
pected  “ lack  o f  new s” to 
dom inate next week. “So 
m aybe the price w ill calm 
down a bit,” he said. “But the 
underlying fundamentals are 
still very robust, so i f  the 
price does go down, it w on’t 
be by very much.”

Prices had surged follow­
ing a prediction from  the 
OPEC that daily global de­
mand would rise to 83.8 mil­
lion barrels this year, a 5 per­
cent increase on the group’s 
estimate last month.

Separately, an explosion 
in Iran  b riefly  spiked oil

prices on W ednesday, re­
flecting traders’ jitters about 
the possibility of-attack.

Oil prices have been ris­
ing on most days over the 
past week on w orries that 
OPEC —  which controls 40 
percent o f  world oil exports 
—  might cut production at its

March 16 meeting in Isfahan, 
Iran. OPEC acting secretary- 
general, Adnan Shihab Eldin 
has said the group may cut 
up to 1 million barrels a day. 
B u t N ig e ria  and  fe llo w  
OPEC member Algeria have 
suggested no m ajor reduc­
tions are needed.

According to the US En­
ergy Information Adminis­
tration , oil dem and in the 
U n ited  S ta te s  av e rag ed  
nearly 21.1 million barrels 
per day over the last month, 
3 percent above last year’s 
level. Crude stocks were at 
296.4 million barrels per day

Ex Boeing CFO bags jail sentence
A

Reforms essential 
to sustainable devt

-  Lukman

former top Boeing 
Corporation’s execu­

t iv e  was sentenced to 
four months in prison Friday 
for illegally  negotiating a 
$250,000-a-year job  for an 
Air Force contracting officer 
while she held sway over a 
potential multibillion-dollar 
contract sought by the huge 
aircraft manufacturer.

One-time Boeing chief fi­
nanc ia l o ffice r (C FO ) 
Michael Sears, 57, pleaded 
guilty in November to a sin­
gle count o f aiding and abet­
ting illegal employment nego­
tiations. Specifically, Sears 
negotiated to hire Darleen 
Druyun at the same time she 
was reviewing Boeing’s bid 
for a $20 billion contract from 
the A ir Force for refueling 
tankers.

Federal sentencing guide­
lines called for a prison term

of zero to six months. Pros­
ecutors sought incarceration 
for Sears, while his lawyers 
sought probation.

US District Judge Gerald 
Bruce Lee said jail time was 
appropriate, though he ac­
knowledged that Sears’ con­
duct wasn’t as severe as that 
o f Druyun, who initiated the 
job negotiations and was sen­
tenced to nine m onths in 
prison.

“Yours is not equal to 
hers,” Lee said.

Lee also  im posed  a 
$250,000 fine and 200 hours 
o f  com m unity service for 
Sears.

Druyun is serving her sen­
tence at a minimum-security 
prison camp for female of­
fenders in Marianna, Fla. Her 
expected release date is Oct. 
1.

A t the  h earin g , Sears

F<

!

ormer Organisation o f 
Petroleum  Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) sec- 

| retary general, Dr Rilwanu 
Lukman says reforms in de- 

j veloping countries remain es- 
I sential for susutainable devel- 
opm ent. He m ade the 

; declaration in a paper titled 
(“Pathw ays to  Sustainable 
| Development,” presented to 
delegates attending the Afri- 

i can Petroleum Producers As- 
i sociation (APPA) conference 
i today in Algiers.

He said a good example 
o f  what was required to be 

| done to ensure sustainable 
j development was N igeria’s 
(New Economic Empower- 
i ment and Development Strat­
e g y  (NEEDS) currently in 
! place.

“This initiative seeks to 
generate sustainable macro- 

| economic development, re­
duce poverty, increase growth 

I level and improve the deliv­
ery ofsocial serv ices,” he 

; said.
A ccording to him, Ni- 

j geria has also focussed atten­
tion on balacing its national 
budget, reduction o f  over­
sized public sector and stabi­
lizing the exchange rate, pri­
vatisation o f  public entrepr-

ises and encouragement of an 
active private sector.

He said national oil com­
panies (NOCs) in Africa must 
explore areas o f  cooperation 
with international oil compa­
nies (IOCs) in order to derive 
the m axim um  b enefit 
o f  hydrocarbon resources in 
the continent as well as to 
guarantee technology trans­
fer.

A frica needs extra $50bn to m eet 
M D G s -  U K  t r e a s u r y  s c r i b e

The chief secretary to
the UK treasury, Paul 
BoatengTias disclosed 

that additional $50 billion 
will be required annually in 
order for Africa to be able to 
achieve the Millennium De­
velopment Goals (MDGs).

Mr. Boateng made this 
revelation at a press confer­
ence held at the British Coun­
cil in Abuja on Thursday. Ac­
cording to him, Chancellor 
Gordon Brown has proposed

By Anas A. Galadima,
Reporter (Business)

Consumer council vows 
to fight poor services

Dl
irector-general o f  the 

I Consumer Protection 
Council (CPC), Mrs 

Ify Umenyi has assured con­
sumers in the country that the 
era o f  low quality o f  manu­
factured foods and poor serv­
ices would soon be over as the 
CPC would seek legal redress 
for consumers whenever such 
cases are established.

Mrs. Umenyi who gave 
the assurance while on a cour­
tesy call on the director gen­
eral o f NAFDAC, Dr. Dora 
A kunyili, said henceforth, 
NAFDAC would not be left 
alone in the fight against fake 
and adulterated drugs and 
food items as the consumer

By A ndrew  Agbese,
Reporter (Business)

protection council would join 
them to protect the interest o f 
consumers.

She said though the chal­
lenges o f  dealing with the 
problems are enormous, they 
are not insurmountable and 
would require the collabora­
tion q f all stakeholders in the 
country to tackle.

Responding, the DG o f 
NAFDAC, Dr Akunyili said 
it would be a relief to have 
more agencies and organisa­
tions in the country fighting 
the menace o f fake and adul­
terated drugs and food items.

an international finance facil­
ity (IFF), that would provide 
the additional $50 billion a 
year that is needed upfront.

“The IFF,” he said, “wo­
uld enable us to make neces­
sary investments in infrastruc­
ture, in education, in health to 
ensure that countries do not 
need external finance to drive 
their development in the long 
term.”

He said Africa, as a con­
tinent, is currently not on 
track to meet any o f the mil­
lennium development goals 
that alm ost every country 
signed up to in 2000.

The United Kingdom, he 
said, will through the Blair 
Commission for Africa, part­
ner with African countries to 
ensure tha t the M DG are 
achieved.

He commended the Eco­
nomic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC) on its 
efforts towards fighting cor­
ruption as well as other finan­
cial crimes like money laun­
dering.

He said Nigeria’s request 
for the repatriation o f  looted 
funds is being considered by 
the British government and 
that relevant documents have 
been sent to the Nigerian gov­
ernment for consideration.

apologized to the Air Force, 
the Department o f Defense, 
Hjs friends and family and the 
citizens o f  the United States 
for his actions.

“I take full responsibility 
for this bad decision,” said 
Sears, B oeing’s CFO until 
November 2003, when the 
company fired both him and 
Druyun after an internal in­
vestigation. “I know what I 
did was wrong.”

Sears’ lawyer, Ted Poulos, 
said his client was put in a bad 
spot by Druyun, who had al­
ready negotiated a job  deal 
w ith a B oeing com petitor 
even though she was still 
overseeing the tanker con­
tract. Because o f  Druyun’s 
clout in the Air Force pro­
curement process, she was 
considered an ideal job  re­
cruit by numerous contrac­
tors.

US A tto rney  Paul J. 
McNulty said Sears “had the 
choice o f  putting the interests 
o f  the Boeing Co. ahead o f 
the tax p ay ers . He put 
Boeing’s interests first and 
that was the wrong choice.”

B oeing  shares fe ll 88 
cents to close at $52.78 in 
Friday trading on the New 
York Stock Exchange, up 39 
percent from its 52-week low 
o f  $38 .04  last M arch. 
Lockheed Martin shares fell 
11 cents to close at $59.19 on 
the NYSE.

Trend TV 
displays at 

Kaduna Fair

Nigeria’s foremost ca 
ble and satellite tel 
evision broadcasting 
company, Communications 

Trends Limited (CTL) is par­
ticipating at the on-going 26th 
edition o f  the Kaduna Inter­
national Trade Fair which 
com m enced last Friday in 
Kaduna.

Communications Trends 
Limited provides direct-to- 
hom e (D T H ) te lev is io n  
broadcasting under the brand 
name “Trend TV” . Trend TV 
Digital Satellite Television 
Service offers a mix o f  News, 
sports, movies and entertain­
ment and poses strong com­
petition to Multi-choice DTH 
television broadcasting serv­
ices (DSTV)

for the week ending Feb. 11, 
up 22.6 million barrels per 
day from a year ago.

While Nymex crude oil 
prices remain about $7 lower 
than the all-time closing high 
o f $55.17 set in late October, 
they are nearly 40 percent 
higher than a year ago.

In other Nymex trading 
Friday, March unleaded 
gasoline rose 2.69 cents to 
settle at $1.2634 a gallon, 
while March natural gas fell 
1.5 cent to $5,908 per 1,000 
Cubic feet.

H O U S E  O F  
M A C H I N E S

“ A U T O P A C K ”
FEATURES:
Double UV, 
Alarm Indicator 
& INK Coding 
Systems for 
NAFDAC 
requirement 
.with no running

Auto Filling & Sealing Machine 
for Water, Powder&Nuts

Shopping Bag Making Machine

Automatic Bottling Plant

Shrink Packing Machine
3

Water Treatment Plant

Ice Cream 
Machine 

&
Cone Making 

Machine

Also available, carbonated 
Soda Plant, Yoghurt/Juice Plant, 

PET Bottle Machine, Candy/ 
Biscuit Plant, Shrink Labelling, 
Cup Filling & Sealing Machine, 

Plastic Moulds etc.

GLOBAL STERLING 
PRODUCTS LTD

379, Ikorodu Road, Opp. Ojota 
New Garage, Ojota, Lagos. 
Tel: 01-4972831,4971393, 
7737853, Fax- 01-4971392, 

08023124812, 08042104731. 
E-mail: hamess@hyperia.com

mailto:hamess@hyperia.com
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NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE SCHEME (NHIS)
Design. Development and Implementation of e-NHIS Enterprise System

(National Health Insurance Scheme Transactions/Benefits Management Information System)
Request for Expression of Interest

f .  The National Health Insurance Schem e (N H IS ) w ishes to 
design, install and operate a robust e-health insurance transaction 
/benefit M anagem ent Information System  (M IS) software package 
and database systems, for the com prehensive operation of the 
National Health Insurance Schem e. The N H IS  will strategically 
source and engage the service of a qualifying health IT  firm, using 
a PPP (Public Private Partnership) business model and processes 
that em phasizes long term  mutually beneficial business arrange­
ment between the NH IS and the private sector partner (or consor­
tium) involving shared governance, accountability, risks and 
rewards in the e- N H IS  enterprise.

2. The scope of work for the selected firm(s) shall but not limited to:
a. Build a platform for managing the health care financing 
system for the nation. The system should be on a scateable 
and flexible platform that takes cognizance of extant rules 
of engagem ent of key stakeholders and to monitor the 
financial transaction data across the entire enterprises, 
including among other things: integration with banks and 
financial institution/HMOs: auditing
and tracking funds disbursement, claim s and access; early 
warning system - fraud detection; and integration with third- 
party software processes.

b Benefit m anagem ent and adrtimistration integrating with 
multiple HM Os and Primary, Healthcare providers (PH C P), 
with a mission to m anage risks through autom ated

/

•araiCH wiro

me

lent.

vote

h. C reate statutory reports for the entire N H IS  program  
/products, and share information securely on a need-to- 
know basis.

i. Must dem onstrate how system reinforces adm inistrative 
structure between N H IS  and participants, system must 
accom m odate collaboration am ongst multiple organiza­
tions.

j. Provide for an auditable system that enables NH IS , 
HM O s, PHCPs to bill and receive settlem ents in an integrat­
ed financial network, while generating real tim e utilization 

and billing information to financier-N IH  Fund, em ployers 

and subscribers.
*

3. S ubm ission  o f E xpressions o f In te res t (E O I): The NH IS
hereby invites qualified firms interested in the preferred PPP busi­
ness-m odel for the e-N H IS  Enterprise System , to indicate their 
interest in providing the above-m entioned services. The EOI pro­
posal should specify the following minimum information as a basis 
for pre-qualification to be considered for invitation to submit a 

detailed Technical a n d  Financial p ro p o sa l  as per the Terms of 
reference (TO Rs) and Request for Proposal (R FP) to be issued by 

the NHIS:

'

assignments carried out in the last five (5) years, including 
role of firm description of outcome and references of staff

u. include web-enabled application deployment virtual pri­
vate >r secure access, wiv j ‘
Zonal/Area offices of the N H IS .

e Built-in functionality for monitoring system use and to 
control fraud; will also permit drill-down to private-benefici- 
ary level. The proposed solution would also have full func­
tionality for the following - access rights and privileges, audit 
trails and flexible user-configurable reports.

f . The entire technology solution must be built on open stan­
dards and technologies that are compliant with current
industry trends.

g. Share information securely on a need-to-know basis.

all approach to the assignment.

4 . Five copies of the EOI proposal must be submitted in a 
sealed envelope clearly marked "Expression of lnterest:e- 
N H IS  Enterprise System ” and delivered not later than 
5:00pm  Friday 25 February, 2005 to following address/con­

tact:

Dr. Muhammed Mustafa Lecky
Executive secretary/CEO
National Health Insurance Schem e (N H IS)
C oree Bay Crescent, Opp. Custom close
Off Adetokunbo Adem ola Crescent, W use II.
Abuja FCT, Nigeria
Tei, 234 -9 -413-1608 ,413-0027



P a g e  21

Chartered Bank Pic ■

Daily Trust M

fwm
mmm 1 .

.
1  I j  i t  IS"

. '' xv: '■

■ J j t 8 8  
sss iif l

............

m

SSI

Issuing Houses

E S : 

I

INV ESTM EN T BANKING & TRUST COMPANY LTMITED
SCJ3R0?

I S l l l S 8 §

^  , , ,  ^  ;  V ,
ysCi : 
■

Offer opens on 21 February. 2005 
and closes 21 March, 2005



•nday. February 21, 2005 P a g e  21

THE CHARTERED BANK PUBLIC OFFER
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IT  W orld
H P , Nokia team for 

mobde forms initiative
H ewlett-Packard and mobile'technology.

Nokia have partnered 
to develop a method 

o f processing forms using

e-nnovate 
expo to  hold 

M arch
- r •dm Z a k a r iy a  A da ram ola .

Correspondent (Lagos)

The coordinator o f  a 
Lagos-based IT and 
telecoms consultant 
firm, Accelerated Communi­

cations Solution, Mr. Callixtus 
Okhoruwa has announced 
the new date o f March 21“ 
and 22nd, 2005for the two day 
value added services expo 
earlier scheduled to hold 
between February 3,d and 4* 
,2005. \

Tagged, e-nnovate 2005 
expo, the event according to 
Mr. Okhoruwa was poston^d 
to March in order “to enable 
participation by many other 
willing organisations in the 
country and outside ”

-r The coordinator hoped 
that the postponement would 
afford willing participants, i 
co rp o ra te  b o d ies  and 
government agencies to take 
part fully in the coming event.

I His words: “To enable 
participation by many other 
willing organisations, the e- 
ifnovate cXpo has been  
postponed to March 21* ad ] 
22"d ,2005 . We reg re t : 
in co n v en ien ce  we m ight 
have caused our invitees who !

computers and phones. They 
\ j v i l l  also learn how to move 

th e ir  o ffice s  w ith  them  
wherever they go. They will 
also know  how to  access 
their bank account while on 
the m ovc ,r  sa id  the 
Mr.Okhoruwa.

A cco rd in g  to  h im , 
p a rtic ip an ts  a t even t 
inchide GSM companies, IT 
and communications comp­
anies, banks and financial 
in s titu tio n s , em b assies , 
u n iv e rs itie s , exam ination  
bod ies and n a tio n a l and 
international telecom m un­
ications experts.

e-r novate 2005. it would 
be reca lled  is jo in tly  
sponsored by XLRS and the 
N igerian C om m unications 
Commission (NCC).

The mobile forms 
Initiative offers a way to 
acquire and communicate 
data in the field, according 
to the companies.

For example, a salesp­
erson visiting a client’s 
warehouse can create 
forms based on a client's 
needs, collect data to fill in 
the form, and then send 
the information back to 
home base to fulfill orders 
or spark further action.

The initiative will 
combine HP’s print-on- 
demand technology and 
forms-creation products 
with Nokia’s mobile devi­
ces.

As part o f  the initiative, 
a number o f  HP and Nokia 
products come into play.

On the HP side , the 
company will be contribu­
ting technology  su rrou­
nding printing, form layout 
and design, and d ig ital- 
paper controls.

It also includes a ser- 
v ice  c o n tro lle r  th a t j 
m anages u se rs , d ig ita l | 
pens, forms and security ! 
through a GPRS connec- ■ 
tion.

Nokia’s primary contri- ! 
bution is its Digital Pen, j 
which handles like an ink- | 
based ballpoint pen. The j 
tool communicates with a j 
Nokia mobile device via 
B luetoo th  w hen a u ser j 
completes a form. i  .

HP and  N okia have f 
noted that the in itia tive i

Mr. Mohammed Jameel, C hief operation officer, Glo Mobile (left) receiving the company o f  the year award from  Dr. Doyin Abeola at the 
ThisDay award ceremony...recently.

NCC reviews VoIP, VSAT regulations
T:

d re sse s  the 
d-tim e data 
tich can be cri

need

Ihe Nigerian Communi­
c a tio n s  C om m ission  
(NCC) has reviewed its 

decision on the restriction o f  
the Voice over Internet Proto­
co l (Y o lP ), In te rn a tio n a l 
Access/G atew ay and d istin ­
ction o f  licence operations o f 
Very Small Aperture Terminal 
(VSAT) in the country.

A cco rd in g  to  the new  
notice issued by the commis­
sion and signed by the NCC 
boss, Engr. Ernest N dukwe 
recently, said inline with the 
new guidelines to regulate 
services rather than techno­
logy, Thus allowing industry 
p ra c titio n e rs  to  d ec id e  
w h a tev er tech n o lo g y  to

'
authorised, the deployment o f 
VoIP in Nigeria shall not be

By H am iso  M u h a m m a d ,
Reporter (Business)

anchored by a consultant to 
come up with a report.

The new declarations on 
VoIP by the N C C  said  
international access has been 
liberalized subject to obtai­
n ing the re levan t au tho r­
ization, “there will henceforth 
be tw o ca te g o rie s  o f  
authorizations for Internati­
onal Access which are: full ga­
teway author-ization which 
will be valid for international 
s ig n a llin g  p o in t code 
a ssig n m en ts  and In te ­
rn a tio n a l D ata A ccess 
(IDA)”

A lso, the scope o f  the

IDA licence shall include the 
right to provide voice and 
d a ta  se rv ic e s  and  full 
in terconnection  to Public 
Switch Telephone Network 
(PSTN), there may be a need 
to  e n te r  in to  sep ara te  
interconnect agreement for 
the transmission (transit and 
termination) o f  international 
traffic with other operators, 
which should include prov­
ision for full disclosure o f the 
volume o f  such international 
traffic.

The N C C , how ever, 
declared that operators shall 
not discriminate and/or reject 
requests for interconnection 
or transit b y  other entities 
that are duly authorised to

provide international servi- I 
ces.

Others declaration ment- ! 
ioned was, there shall be no ; 
distinction between domestic ; ^ 
and in te rn a tio n a l VSAT j 
licences authorizations for 
developm ent o f  VSATs do j 
not autom atically connote /  
international access adding 
that i f  any VSAT licence | 
requires links outside Nigeria, 
it must obtain an IDA licence 
and the operators with partial j 
gateway rights such as digital j 
m obile licenses, shall be ; 
granted full gateway rights,-; 
thus allowing them to carry : 
third-party traffic: in addition 
to their own traffic

introduces InfraStruXure into Ghana
This approach according 

to him provides the reliability, 
a ffo rd ab ility  and p red ic ­
tab ility , o f  s tan d a rd ised  

litecture: ,i„™ a„„,o m,™ ., solutions, yet is completely

From Bright Ewuh*, Deputy \

regional conference that took 
place in Accra, Ghana.

.-iceEric C h an io t. HP 
p resid en t and genera! 
m anager‘o f  its Digital Pen 
an.i ■ t )r ■:; ni - ion 
division, in a statement.

constituted an industry study 
group drawn from all areas o f  
te leco m m u n ica tio n s  and

G hana tn fo rm atio n  and 
communications technology 
(ICT) environment duringits 
presentation to delegates at 
the ju s t concluded second 
World Summit o f  Information

Called InfraStruXure, the 
so lu tion  is an in teg ra ted  
architecture for the computer 
room, data centre, incorpo­
ra tin g  the rack , coo ling , 
pow er, m anagem en t and 
serv ices com ponents that 
make the data centre's infras­
tructure an open and adapt­
able solution.

The general manager o f 
Saap-Tech Ghana Limited 
Mr. Innocent Abba explained 
that the APC InfraStruxure 
allows IT managers to cho­
ose from  com ponen ts to 
create a customised solution.

customised to meet specific 
needs. It also allows additi­
onal capacity to be purch­
ased  and  in s ta lled  when 
needed; allowing a company 
to purchase only  w hat is 
needed at present while still 
permitting future growth.

C harles Iyo, d is tr ic t 
manager Nigeria and Ghana j 
at APC said the initiative for : 
APC presence at the Ghana 
ICT events was based on 
APC decision to educate its j 
Ghana clients on how to gain 
the highest level o f  avai­
lability from their networks.

Om ahosting launches services in Nigeria
.m ahosting. a global hosting packages that will

The PERL and RAZR were among the hottest new phones unveiled at the influential 3GSM World Congress 
technology trade conference. Picture shows some visitors at the congress.

Iweb-hosting services 
com pany  has 

launched its services in th e 1 
country. The company which 
has o ffices in the U nited 
State, United Kingdom has 
offered to provide depend­
able hosting services for 
web designers.

A sta tem en t from  the 
company, made available to 
IT w orld  said Omahosting 
has put to g e th e r several

suit any designer’s needs, 
from small business to large 
corporate type-sites.

It said the servers used j 
by the company allowed it 
to offer faster download 
speeds and an uptime guara­
ntee, stressing that package I 
pricing also includes domain 
nam e re g is tra tio n , a n d ! 
optional monthly payment 
schedules, made its services 
very attractive to use.
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WELCOME MR. PRESIDENT

His Excellency President Olusegun Obasanjo (GCFR) Alhaji Abdullahi Adamu (Sarkin Yakin Keffi 
Excutive Governor Nasarawa State

The Executive Governor of Nasarawa State, His Excellency 
ALH. (DR) ABDULLAHI ADAMU (Sarkin Yakin Keffi) on behalf of the 

Government and the entire people of the State warmly welcome His Excellency, 
the President and Commander in Chief of the Armed-Forces, Federal Republic of 

Nigeria, CHIEF OLUSEGUN OBASANJO GCFR to the Commissioning 
Ceremony of Karu Housing Project on Monday 21 st Feb, 2005.

This multimillion Naira Housing Project comprising 146 mixed residential units of 
2 and 3 bedroom flats with all facilities under the auspices of the Nigerian Social 
Insurance Trust Fund (NSITF), a parastatal of the Federal ministry of Labour and 

productivity is located at Mararrabar Gurku Karu Local Government area of
Nasarawa State.

As host of this magnificent project, Nasarawa State under the leadership of our 
Executive Governor ALH (DR) ABDULLAHI ADAMU (Sarkin Yakin Keffi) 

register our profound appreciation to the Federal Government for siting the 
housing Estate in Karu, the closest neighbour to the Federal Capital Abuja. We are 

confident that this is the beginning of more Federal presence 4n our
developmentally oriented State.

We seize this forum to restate our unalloyed support to Mr. President and his
economic reform Agenda.

We also wish our president and his entourage of distinguished personalities a 
memorable commissioning ceremony and journey mercies.

You are wejcome, Mr. President to Nasarawa State.

SIGNED
* \

SULEIMAN A. ADOKWE
Hon. Commissioner for Information 

and Internal Affairs
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COMMUNIQUE OFTHE INTERACTIVE FORUM BETWEEN THE NHIS AND 
STAKEHOLDERS IN THE TRADE UNION MOVEMENT. 9TH FEBRUARY. 2005 

IN IBADAN. OYO STATE
1. The National Health Insurance Scheme (NHIS) organized 

a one-day interactive forum with trade unions affiliated to the 
N igeria Labour Congress, Trade U nion Congress and the

-j« Congress o f  Free Trade Unions.

2. The forum represents a new  level o f  engagement between  
the N H IS  and the Organized labour in furtherance o f  
goververm ent’s com m itm ent to ensuring the effective take-

, o f f  o f  the Schem e. The m eeting was also convened to take 
on-board the v iew s and concerns o f  organized labour, w hich  
the Schem e has identified as the preeminent stakeholders.

. i

3. The m eeting w as used to brief the Nigeria Labour Union  
m ovem ent about the state o f  the Scheme and to highlight w ays 
that the unions can contribute to its take-off and ensure a 
stakeholder-driven approach to the operation o f  the Scheme.

4. The leadership o f  NLC, TU C N  and CFTU and their 
affiliates attended the interactive forum.

5 . T h e foru m  r e c e iv e d  g o o d w ill  m e s sa g e s  from  
Ambassador T. B. Hart, Perm Sec, Service Welfare, O ffice 
o f  the Head o f  Service, and Mr. Umaru Aji, PS M inistry o f  
Health, as w ell as a keynote address by Mr. Adams A liyu  
O shiom hole, NLC President. 1 '

 ̂ 6. Presentations were made by the ES/CEO o f  the NH IS,
Dr M uhammed Mustafa Lecky and Mr. Tom A deoye, DG M - 
Formal Sector, N H IS, w hile participants made contributions.

7. A t the end o f  the interactive session, the forum reached 
the follow ing resolutions:

a. There is a need for the National Health Insurance Scheme 
in order to ensure quality, affordable and accessible healthcare 
in the country, b. The forum endorsed the plans for the scheme 
to take o f f  on M ay 29, 2005. c. The forum also endorsed the 
incremental and phased approach to the im plem entation, 
including a moratorium period o f  2 years within which there 
would be no deductions from workers, with a v iew  to earning 
public trust and confidence.

d. The forum called for the com m encem ent o f  the Schem e 
in the private sector within 1-year from M ay 29th, 2005.

e. The forum com m ended the efforts o f  the N H IS to 
disseminate information and enlighten the public, and resolve 
to jo in  it in the advocacy for a well-run, stakeholder-driven 
health insurances scheme;

\

f. The forum identified som e critical concerns o f  workers. 
A m ong these are:

i. the need for adequate representation o f  stakeholders 
on the board and m anagement com m ittees o f  the NH IS to 
guarantee transparency, efficiency and em power them to 
have effective ownership;

ii. the schem e should not offer inferior benefits to the 
contract o f  employment o f  workers in the public and private 
sectors,where em ployers currently provide fully for the 
healthcare o f  their em ployees; the premium should be fully 
borne by em ployers in both public and private sectors, 
since they currently fully provide for the treatment o f  their 
employees;

iv. the need to revisit the scope o f  ailments covered by  
the schem e to adequately provide for the w ell being o f  
workers;

v. The 10% premium currently being contemplated by 
the Federal Government falls short o f  its current healthcare 
expenditure commitments and is inadequate to fund the 
scheme meaningfully;

vi. w hile noting the renewed commitment o f  the new  
leadership o f  the schem e, the NHIS management needs to 
do more to earn the trust and confidence o f  workers through 
transparent, effective and prudent approach to administration 
o f  the funds and operations.

vii. In particular, the leadership o f  the NHIS schem e is 
strongly  ad v ised  to avoid  un necessary and w astefu l 
spending such as is being contemplated on the production 
o f  ID cards, to the detriment o f  the effective take< o ff  o f  the 
Scheme;

viii. In order to address the identified concerns and 
deepen the engagement and partnership between the NHIS  
and organized labour, the forum resolved to set up a Joint 
Com m ittee o f  N H IS and Stakeholders. The com m ittee  
would study in greater details the NHIS resolve contentious 
issues and other con cern s.'

ix. Forum further agreed that the review o f  the NHIS Act 
be put on hold to allow  the proposed comm ittee to work 
and afford stakeholders the opportunity to have their view s  
taken on board.



M ondav. F eruarv  21. 2005 Daily Trust

J

The Council, Management and Staff of 
The Nigerian Stock Exchange

our erstwhile Council Member

HR. MUSA AL-FAKI

6 a (iti afcfcmtmejd cm

A Stum a!

Director General
SECURITIES & EXCHANGE COMMISSION

, ,  .A  watt' o-jf “P w vm

...a  Seeumed 0?foat-fcuett 'Decde.i

TH/Uf yowi tenure ie  a  landmanA
■

in me Hi&taitf o /

THE NIGERIAN CAPITAL MARKET
President 

IE NIGERIAN STO CK  EXCH AN GE



F IX C D  U I I R C L C S S  P H O N C

N  1,000 FREE A irt im e

A N D  G E T  A  F R E

S t c i r c o m m s

Ulestec Phone Set a
Bfjffcir i i i m  j j-  art i i  m r  ■ r  § i n  I  A A f t    ■- -r o r  p H ir  frw ira s  cmci re H iiiv e s  if i fVtOICIUQUI1

N il ,0 00  FREE  A irtim e  
FREE  C a ll M in d er (V oice m ail)

‘^| FREE  In stan t M e ssa g in g  (SM S)

Storcomms will deliver to the address you give us.
At no cost to you!

^ o ° o °
0W » knts Palmary M , »00$ ar wklia <lMk tails. (Valid In Kano only)

for free bnlniMa ampriry, dial *J25#

’ S lo rc o p u B s  W ir e * e «  P h o n e  r e f  ere to  o & o/e  o r equ rvafe n }

* * N J , 0 0 0  F S E E  a>rt-m« P IU S  - f | £ £  E o fo « c «  w  , F 8 f £  C o S  o « d  W f £  f»tfon+ M it t a g in g  if* K a o o  or»d M o id u g im ,

- N o  A c c e i*  c h a r g e  o p  tffw u ty k  p o t k o g c  - f t K  Jo co l Storcow >m s to  S t a f c o o w t  e afft - f i o  r>«QOtiv« b 3 itfjg

’ * s  Sto»co«w»» ph&m0  » t  a  p r o g r a ^ m td  *.a  * a fk  M s^'Tygy'-. o r4y , fhe rig ftf  to  cfca«,9 »

prece* a n d  o f  g o y  »w*« p r io r  fto fk *  ProMte e p p t ?

K a n o  C u t tc m e r  C are  C e n tre :  K a n o  D e a le r  C e rr trv t:

'-J M  fcsfcs •»«•/, K a* o  M  €NM 'J 'J J ’J’IG  3  to w n #*  *  G * 6*g» 7 5  t V « ^ »  Tsi-w, *4  , epp, »*$ fetfkfc'.g, (C«<io T*S 0 4 4  9 4 4 4 4 4

2  EpkybMnwf MtQutM t*d ?& Z « < e  W ., fey 2oo  l i f  y.,yxfi>tm. Km-*. f«k  ftM  94436?

0  A>.rrr4cw *':of 4 Xc*& IW , Hf<3?W

% »* C^ton-. S fto * 4 , Wo. 4K- 'fe'-.ww* *rf. Setoon 0a/», Xemo.

^  »f>€tWfK0S Cab [*'j-h if96}- I  I A 0 0 ^ J I  M A iO 'jQ y p !  j *s-r-M Ml. f-Otn „  we speak your language
aaan/0051



Monday, February 21,2005 Daily Trust

The Shell Petroleum  D evelopm ent Com pany of N igeria lim ited  (SPDC)
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S hell Is a global player in the energy and petrochemical 
successful companies, offering international care*

We are committed to a business strategy that focuses
with principles.

We are an equal opportunity employer that promotes diversity 
employ people of diverse background regardless of gender, race, creed, social and 
Increasing opportunities and major consolidation efforts haw  created Ihe need to recruit 
resourceful professionals to fill the following vacant positions in our organisation.

1 FIELD ENG INEERS

PR O DUCTIO N G EO LO G ISTS

7
8

C O N TR A C T EN G INEER S

PR O DUCTIO N TECHN O LO G ISTS

R ESERVO IR ENG INEERS

5  j PETR O PH YSIC ISTS  

5  I DR ILLIN G  ENG INEERS

1 1

METHOD OF APPLICATION

G EO PH YSIC ISTS

SU RVEYO RS

FINA NCE AND C O M M ERCIAL

HEALTH, SA FETY AND

EN VIRO NM EN T AD VISER S

'

If you have a flair for diverse challenges, and a passion for making a real impart in an < 
high, then you are the right person for the job. All applications should be submitted electronically by completing online 
forms at http://www.phllHpsconsulhng.net/sheH.php . Detailed Job Descriptions and Job reference are avartabie on
the website. Only electronic applications win be considered.

BENEFITS
We offer a compensation package that is competitive within the energy industry in Nigeria.

Please note that only short-listed candidates will be contacted. Kindly ensure that e-mail addresses given
are active and valid as all correspondence will be by e-mail. Application closes on Friday 4th March, 2005.

SPDC: COMMITED TO NIGERIA

To t a c m

The Shell Petroleum Development Company of Nigeria Limited
Operator of the NNPC/ Shell/ EPNl/ Agip Joint Venture - u -CL

http://www.phllHpsconsulhng.net/sheH.php


fhiify Trust Monday, February 2 1. 2005

A b u j a  T r u s t
‘Do something,9 LG boss 

appeals to FCT water board

31 W
orried  over the 
worsening water 
scarcity situation 
in his council, the Gwagwa- 

lada area council chairman, 
Alhaji Zakari Angulu, has 
appealed to the FCT water 
board “to do something”.

Making the appeal while 
speaking  w ith  the News 
Agency o f  Nigeria (NAN) on 
F riday in G w agw alada,

| Angulu said his office was 
daily receiving complaints 

| over the water situation.
He said it was in order to 

address the issue that his of- 
j fice was making a formal ap­
peal to the FCT water board

FERMA requires 
j XI 0 0 m annually 

for FCT roads
By Godwin Tyonongo,

Stringer, Abuja
A bout N 100 million is re 

quired yearly for the 
J . V p ro p er m aintenance 
and rehabilitation o f all fed­
eral roads in the Federal Capi­
tal Territory (FCT).

The FCT controller o f the 
J Federal Road Maintenance 
Agency (FERM A), Alhaji 
Mohammed, told newsmen in 
Abuja that in 2005, allocations 
would be used mainly for veg­
etation control and rehabili­
tation o f some federal roads 
in the territory.

Mohammed noted that 95 
percent rehabilitation and 

| maintenance work for year 
2004 w as com pleted  on 

i schedule with the entire quar­
te rly  allocation put at about 
;N4 million.

In his words: “I am satis­
fied that we did a very good 
job: that’s why we knew the 
j Christmas and New Year fes­
tivals would be enjoyed by 

| commuters because o f  the 
good smooth repair works 

I carried out on roads.”
Contributing, FERMA’s 

chief maintenance engineer in 
the territory, Mr. Robinson O. 
Ibe, said the federal roads in 
question include; Dei-Dei, 
Gwagwa, Karmo, Zuba, Abaj i, 
Abaji Toto, Zuba-Madalla- 
Suleja, Giri-Airport among 
others noting that in some 
cases, d irec t labour was 
adopted for the filling o f port­
holes and construction o f  
culverts.

Ibe, who expressed satis­
faction with the repair works 
by the construction firm, Bul­
letin Construction, also urged 
government to include more 
o f  its roads in the territory on 
retainership basis.

R eacting , chairm an 
m onitoring  team  o f  FCT 
FERMA, Alhaji Abubakar 
Sadiq said the committee was 
quite satisfied with the work 
already done but complained 
tha t the only  jo b  being 
delayed  w as tha t o f  Old 
Karmo road, which he said, 
was due to lack o f asphalt.

He warned on the urgent | 
need for the M inistry  o f  i 
Works to find a lasting solu­
tion to the lingering problem

to expedite action on provid­
ing water to the council.

He said that he had made 
an official appeal through 
correspondence to the water 
board but was yet to receive 
any response.

He exp la ined  that the 
council had taken steps to 
provide water to residents in 
the council by rehabilitating 
three comprehensive water 
schemes in Dogi, Zuba and 
Paiko Kore areas.

He added that the council 
had also rehabilitated hand- 
pumped boreholes in eight 
.communities within the coun­
cil.

“Though the council will 
try to provide water to resi­

dents, the FCT water board 
should expedite action to re­
sume water supply to the coun­
cil,” he stressed.

Ihe Bwari area coun­
cil o f  the FCT has 
distributed instruc­

tional materials worth N7 
million to students in the 
council.

Distributing the materi­
als in Bwari on Wednesday, 
the council chairman, Mr. 
Isah Dara, said the materi-

Bwari LG distributes N7m 
materials to students

als were to improve learning in 
the council.

Dara said that due to the 
economic situation of parents 
in the council there was the

el-Rufai challenges institute on trans-national communication

T he FCT m inister, 
Mallam Nasir Ahmed 
e l-R ufai, has ch a l­

lenged the National Institute 
fo r C u ltu ra l O rien ta tion  
(NICO) to use its intellectual 
ability to fight the influence 
o f trans-national communica­
tion so as to preserve our cul­
tural heritage.

The m in ister gave this 
challenge when the manage­
ment of NICO led by its acting 
executive secretary, Mr. J.B.

Yusuf, paid him a courtesy 
visit.

Speaking through Dr. 
Chris Iyim oga, director, 
Abuja Council for Arts and 
Culture, Mallam el-Rufai ac­
knowledged that Nigeria 
must recognise the fact that 
culture must be considered 
central for meaningful de­
velopment to take place.

He challenged NICO to 
take the issue o f training of 
cultural workers; cultural re­

orientation and cultural educa­
tion serious so as to build pro­
fessionals in culture with the 
needed knowledge to enable 
us actualise our goals.

Speaking earlier in his ad­
dress, the acting executive sec­
retary o f NICO, Mr. J.B. Yusuf 
thanked the minister for grant­
ing NICO audience and salutes 
his sense o f responsibility to 
all the residents o f  the FCT in 
his acknowledged laudable re­
form programmes.

need to assist them in train­
ing their wards.

He said the materials to be 
distributed to all pupils in­
clude textbooks, notebooks 
and other reading aids.

He said that the materials 
were to give the youths, \\ ho 
were future leaders o f  ihe 
country, a solid foundation to 
take their position as ieaders.

He added that education 
is one task that needs the co­
operation o f  both govern­
ment and parents to succeed.

He said due to the pivotal 
role of education in the sphere 
o f  things the council had 
placed education as one of its 
priority areas.

“Efforts will be intensified 
to ensure that every child in 
Bwari area council is edu­
cated,” he said"

A  W A RM  C O M FO R T  
IN  TIM ES OF C O L D ..
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When cold brings nasal congestion; 
headache, pains and feverish 

conditions, you have a reliable 
companion. Procold acts fast 
to give you relief frcm symtoms 

of cold.

Feverish
Conditions

N a s a l
Congestion

H ead ach e

M a rk e te dfby: ^  Orange Drugs Limited Lagos-Nigeria.
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EPSON CENTRE ■ NIGERIA
Do you want to be an Epson dealer in your city 

Do you want to control the market where you are

Pick up the form today and register as an Epson Reseller and start a successful business selling the best quality: 

•  INKJET, PHOTO & LASER PRINTERS ^SCANNERS •PROJECTORS •DIGITAL CAMERAS 

LARGE FORMAT PRINTERS •  POINT OF SALE (POS) •PAPER MEDIA •CONSUMABLES in your locality 
. You will also be trained to repair these products, and sell spares.

Only the first 20 qualified Dealers Nationwide will be appointed

So ACT NOW!

S,

EPSON
*■ *

U \ " §®; Ml '■■■■ V

Forms are availab at
79, BODE THOMAS STREE!, luRULERt . AQOS 
TEL: 01-5^51614 5-351605,4804681 08023035885, 08023035888,08038628578, 
FAX: 0t-584773fi 8»malk e9centr«nig@hotmailconi wm lpsaa.co. uK

C E N T R E

Ste wteit yoo'fe missing ,7
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K a n o  I r u s t
VOA establishes Kano health reporting centre

Governor Abdullahi Adamu o f  Nasarawa State delivering his speech while die Emir o f  
Kano, Alhaji Ado Bayero and Kano state governor, Malam Ibrahim Shekarau listen 
during a courtesy call on the em ir in his pa la ce... recently

W om an bags prison 
term  for selling alcohol

A middle-aged woman, 
/ \  M iss Joy Chinaka, 

I  % w as sen ten ced  to  
fwo m onths im prisonm ent 
with the option ofN5,000 fine 
for selling alcoholic drinks in 
Kafin Maiyaki town o f  Kano 
local government area. She 
has becoipe the first non- 
M uslim  w om an  to  be 
sentenced under the Kano 
s ta te  2004  Sharia  law  
bann in g  the  sa le  and 
consum ption o f  alcoholic 
drinks throughout the state. 
W hile delivering the judg­
m ent the presiding m agis­
trate, Muhammadu Idris o f  
the Kafin M aiyaki m agis­
trates’ court, said that all the 
evidence brought before the 
co u rt p u t it b eyond  
reasonable doubt that the 
accused had con travened  
the Sharia legal code. He 
observed that the punish­
m ent shou ld  serve  as 
deterrent to others, saying 
the court was always ready 
to exercise justice and fair 
play in dealing with defaul­
ters.

Responding to the judg­
ment, the Chairman o f the 
local government, Alhaji Ali 
Datti Yako, applauded the 
Hisbah committee for the 
steadfastness and courage 
in arresting the woman. 
W hile saying that the 
committee w ill be duly 
rewarded by Almighty God, 
he expressed the council’s

determination to accord the 
law enforce-ment agencies 
appropriate support for the 
successful implementation of 
the law.

The council has expres­
sed its resolve to revitalize the 
implementation o f Sharia and 
urged the people to report the 
defaul-ters so that they would 
face the wrath of the law.

The Voice o f  America 
(V O A )  h as

e s ta b l is h e d  a
reporting  centre in Kano, 
w h ic h  a im s  a t  b r o a d ­
casting  health inform ation 
in  H au sa  to  th e  c ity  o f  
Kano and its environm ent. 
C om m issioning the centre 
in Kano, Mrs. Dawn Liberi 
o f  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  
A gency fo r In ternational 
D e v e lo p m e n t (U S A ID ) 
estim ated  that m ore than 
th irteen  m illion  N igerians 
listen  to  the VOA H ausa 
service. She said  the US 
governm ent is com m itted 
th ro u g h  th e  VOA and  
U S A ID  to  p ro v id in g  
a c c u ra te  n e w s  an d  
inform ation about healthy 
lifesty les to people across 
n o r th e rn  N ig e r ia  an d  
beyond. A ccording to her, 
the cen tre  w ould be used 
to tra in  jo u rn a lis ts  cutting 
across all e thnic, cultural, 
and re lig ious groups. The 
curren t program m e o f  the 
c e n tr e  fo c u s e s  o n  th e  
t r a in in g  o f  fe m a le  
jo u rn a lis ts  to  cover issues 
o f  health .

In  h is  r e m a rk s ,  th e  
D eputy G overnor o f  Kano 
State, Engr. M agaji Abdul­
lahi, thanked the VOA and 
th e  U S g o v e rn m e n t fo r  
estab lis-h ing  the cen tre  in

From Aliyu Machika,
Correspondent (Kano)

K ano.H e said the govern­
m en t and  th e  p e o p le  o f  
Kano state w ould  continue 
to support and cooperate 
w ith the centre, especially  
as  it  fo c u se s  on  h e a lth  
issues, particu larly  issues 
p e r - ta in in g  to  th e  H IV / 
A ID S  p a n d e m ic  th a t  is 
d e v a s-ta tin g  the  A frican  
society  and econom y. He 
h o p e d  th a t  th e  c e n tre  
w ould  help in m obilising  
and ed uca ting  peop le  on 
the  d a n g e rs  o f  th e  H IV  
virus

T he s t a te ’s c o m m is ­

s io n er o f  the  h ea lth , Dr. 
S anda  M uham m ad, w ho 
w as re p re s e n te d  by  the  
a c t in g  p e rm a n e n t
secretary, A lhaji Shuaibu 
U m ar Y o la , h a i le d  th e  
p o ten tia l o f  in fo rm atio n  
an d  c o m m u n ic a tio n  
te c h n o lo g y  ( IC T )  to  
d issem ina ting  health  and 
o th e r sc ien tific  in fo rm a­
tion.

He then  sa id  th a t the  
K ano o ffice  o f  the VOA 
w ould receive the support 
o f  a ll  in  K an o  s ta te  to  
e n h a n c e  its  c a p a c ity  to  
serve  the  good  purposes 
in tended.

Kano schools enjoy rehabilitation work
Oikver 100 million naira 

ras expended in the 
rehabilitation o f 200 

blocks o f  both primary and 
secondary school c lass­
rooms. The governor o f  Kano 
State, M allam  Ibrahim  
Shekarau. disclosed this at a 
train ing  organised by All 
N igeria C onference o f  
P rincipals o f  Secondary 
Schools(ANCOPSS)whowe$e 
on a mandatory con-finuing 
professional train ing 
programme at Sani Abacha 
Indoor Sports Hall in Kano 
recently.

By Ahmed Abubakar (Kano

NULGE commends Rimin 
Gado over bikes donation
The chairman o f Rimin 

Gado local government 
area of Kano State, Alhaji 
Haliru Abdullahi, has been 
commended for donating over 15 

motor-cydes to the Nigeria Union 
ofLocal Government Employees 
(NULGE)

The NULGE diairman of the 
area, Comrade Auwalu Rimin 
Gado, who made the 
commendation, said the gestue 
was timely in view of the Imgering 
transportation problem?.that 
bedevilled them. He observed that 
the gesture would revamp the 
perfamaKeofthestaffastorrove 
the council forward.

He pointed out that the 
council has proved to be working 
ibr the genera! welfare of people 
irrespective ofpolitical orretigious 
^iiation,adcling that the projects 
execution was drawn from every 
nooks and crannies o f the area 
And that the council’s assistance 
to die NULGE has made their 
relationship cordial, addng that

! By Mustapha Isah I;mar.
Correspondent, Kano 

amicable resolution o f possible 
disputes would continue to guide 
its activities.

He noted that the local 
government smce assum-ption of 
office has never withheld staff 
altowanoesand other entiikTixHs.

He further added that 
adequate vaccines aid logistic 
materials have been made 
available to alT the 44 LGAs and 
that the state government have 
also committed funds as its 
axmierpart contribution to the 
fcneofN4.7 mdfan fcrthesuccess 
of the exercise.

He then called on all the 
people in the state to assst and 
cooperate with the government 
to achieving a better healthy 
situation as it is said 'prevention 
is better than cure,' addng that 
the cost ofaang isahvays higher 
than that ofprewctian in addition

He said that over N3, 500 
furniture were made available 
to schools while 27 new junior 
secondary schools w ere 
provided to  eurtail the 
problems o f influx o f  children 
from primary to secondary 
schools in the state.

Ibrahim Shekarau called on 
principals to make available 
their professiona-lism for the 
upliftm ent o f  educational 
sectors in the state, and 
charged all stakeholders to join 
in his bandwagon crusade to 
emancipate the people from the 
shackles o f  negative altitudes.

He however, emphasised 
human developmental pro­
grammes as the basic tool for 
his adm inistration in 
collaboration with the Societal 
Reorientation Direc-torate in 
order to address the menace o f 
moral decadence among people 
of Kano State.

Said he, “We chose human 
development as our central 
focus towards achieving the 
entire trend especially on 
democracy, and quoted the late 
Malian Aminu Kano that, “any 
democracy which does not 
focus on human develop-ment 
is not a democracy.”

Meanwhile, the Commis­
sioner o f Education, Hajiya 
Balaraba Bello Maitama,

reminded the governor on the 
proposed incentives for 
teachers welfare package in 
Kano, while certificates o f merit 
were presented to the governor, 
the com m issioner for 
education and other 
educationists for their 
meritorious service to the state.

Flood victims get land in 
Kumbotso
N ”JL >1 f

By Mustapha Isah Kwaru,
Correspondent Kano

o fewer than 1, 250 
victims o f  last year’s 
flood  d isas te r in 

Kumbotso local government 
area have received plots o f  
land, the council’s chairman, 
Mallam Sagira Abdulkadir 
Panshekara disclosed this 
while presen-ting certificates 
o f  occupancies (C o f O) to the 
beneficiaries. He conceded 
th a t the gestu re  w as not 
unconnected  w ith  the 
council’s zeal and readiness 
to come to the rescue o f  the 
flood disaster victims with a 
view to minimising their plight 
He expressed sympathy for 
the victims and implored them 
to see the tragedy as an act of 
Almighty God.

The council’s boss, who 
no ted  tha t the donation  
would make the victims to feel 
a sense o f  belonging, assured 
them of the local government’s 
d e term ination  tow ards

developing the plots, just as 
he directed the \frorks and 
H ousing  departm en t to 
connect the area with national 
grid and potable drinking 
water.

In his address, the District 
Head o f the area, Alhaji Ahmed 
Ado Bayero, applauded the 
chairman for concerned on 
the deplorable condition o f 
the flood  v ic tim s, and 
enjoined the beneficiaries to 
make good use o f  the plots, 
even as he charged them to 
offer support and cooperation 
to the council so as to realise 
set goals.

Responding on behalf o f 
the benefic ia ries , M alam  
Hamidan Dauda expressed 
his appreciation, saying they 
would shun acts capable o f 
crippling the council’s effort 
towards the development of 
the area.

to come up with new 
developmental strate-gies in 
education as to achieve 
rrcaningful results. He that said 
ANCOPSS as a professional 
body shouki continue with the 
good work of enhancing the 
standard o f education in the 
country and the worid at large.

The Chairman o f  
ANCOPSS (state chapter), 
A fcqi Sani AK Yarimawa,

NATIONAL POSTGRADUATE
< | l | -  M E D I C A L  C O L L E G E  O F  N I G E R I A
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EXTENSION OF LATE ENTRY 
FOR MARCH / MAY 2005

T h i s  i s  t o  i n f o r m  o i l  c a n d i d a t e s ,  r e s i d e n t s  a n d  

t r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  d a t e  f o r  

s u b m i s s i o n  o f  l a t e  e n t r y  f o r m s  f o r  t h e  

M a r c h  /  M a y  2 0 0 5  F e l l o w s h i p  € x a m i n a t i o n s  

o f  t h e  C o l l e g e  h a s  b e e n  e x t e n d e d  t o  M o n d a y  

2 8 t h  F e b r u a r y ,  2 0 0 5 .

f i l l  t r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  r e q u e s t e d  t o  b r i n g  

t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  

r e s i d e n t  d o c t o r s .

O R . A. A . K A L E JA IY E , FMCGP 
■Ag, CoHege R&gmtm
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E x to rtio n : Task force 
arrests LG officialsf  «
"T” o fewer than twenty 

I (five officials of some
J l ^1 local governm ent 
councils in Lagos State have 
been arrested by the state 
task force for alleged extortion 
from motorists, even as the 

! p o lice  in the  sta te  have 
launch  a m anhunt for a 
council staff who allegedly 
killed a motorist in Lagos.

Investigations by Eko

m

Sunday Ehindero, IGP

Trust rev ea led  th a t the 
council w orkers w ere 
arrested at various points in 
the state while attempting to 
extort money from them.

The sta te  governm ent 
last we^k ordered all the 

■ council chairmen in the state 
to call their men to order 
fo llow ing  series o f
allegations o f extortion from 
getieral public particularly 
motorists in an attempt to 
gen era te  m oney to th e ir  
council areas.

Speak ing  w ith  our 
correspondent, the public 
relations officer o f the state 
ministry o f Transportation, 
Mr. Segun Ogundeji, the men 
were arrested while trying to 
extort money from people, 
which the state government 
had kicked against.

The men according to the 
PRO would be charged to 
court and p ro secu ted . 
Meanwhile the police in the

sta te  have launched  a 
m anhun t for a local 
governm en t s ta f f  that 
allegedly killed a motorist in 
the state.

The yet-to-be identified 
M ushin local governm ent 
staff alleged to have h it one 
A lex an d er O noja w ith  a 
wooden object on his head 
last M onday over traffic  
offence.

The deceased said to be 
driving in a Mercedes Benz 
car marked XT 260 ENZ when 
the incident occurred at Cele 
Bus S top a long  O shodi- 
Apapa expressway he was 
reportedly to have died on the 
spot following the injury he 
sustained during the attack.

The suspected assailant 
however fled the scene o f the 
incident before the arrival of 
the police from Itire Police 
Station, who rem oved the 
corpse and deposited at a 
public mortuary.

Unregistered vehicles, spare 
parts dealers face prison term

Henceforth any motor 
v eh ic le  d ea le r or 
m otor spare parts 
dealer who fails to register 

w ith the L agos S tate 
government will be liable to a 
fine ofNl 50,000 and N25,000 
respectively or an option of 
six months imprisonment.

This was contained in the 
new law reg u la tin g  the 
activities o f motor vehicle and 
motor vehicle spare parts 
dealers w ith in  the sta te , 
which has been accented to 
by the state governor, Bola 
T inubu and g aze tted  in 
official gazette Extraordinary 
No. 31, vol. 37.

Information exclusively 
ga thered  by Eko Trust 
show ed tha t any m otor 
vehicle dealer operating in the 
state that fails to register 
within 30 days from the date 
o f commencement o f the law 
com m its an offence “and 
shall be liable on conviction 
to a fine o f one hundred and 
fifty thousand naira and in 
addition the premises used 
for the business shall be 
sealed up.”

The law also stated that 
any motor vehicle dealer who 
contravenes the provisions 
of section 5(2) o f the law shall 
be liable on conviction to 
have the p rem ises 
demolished or confiscated by 
the state government; and 
“bear the cost o f demolition 
by the state government.” 

“I f  an offence under this 
im itted  bv an

By Olumide Bajulaiye,
Correspondent (Lagos)

in co rp o ra ted  cfr>
unincorporated body, every 
director, manager or secretary 
o f the company shall be liable 
on conviction to a fine ofN50, 
000 or to imprisonment for six 
months.”

Eko Trust also gathered 
that any m otor spare parts 
dealer who fails to register 
w ith in  30 days w ith  the 
ministry shall be liable to a fine 
on conviction to the sum o f 
N 25, 000 and have the 
premises being used for such 
business sealed up.

“Where the offence under 
this law is committed by an 
inco rpo ra ted  body, every 
d irec to r  or m anager or 
secre ta ry  o f  the  said 
company shall be liable on 
conviction to a fine o f N25, 
000 or to imprisonment for 
three months.”

Confirming the new law, 
the public relation’s officer o f 
the sta te  m in is try  o f  
Transportation, Mr. Segun 
O gundeji, said  soon the 
enforcement of the law would 
begin, adding that with the 
new law the state is set to 
sanitise the transportation 
system o f the state.

Over 50 OPC members 
in police net over clash

M ore than fifty  
people suspected 
to be members o f 

ou tlaw ed  O odua P eoples 
Congress (OPC) are now in 
po lice  custody  fo llow ing  
penultimate week’s clash in 
M ushin area o f  Lagos in 
w hich three people  w ere 
killed.

The Lagos state police 
spokesm an, Mr. A dem ola 
Adebayo, told Eko Trust in 
Lagos that additional set o f 
people were arrested recently 
from the Faseun and Gani 
A dam s fac tions w ith 
dangerous weapons.

He said one locally made 
single barrelled gun, a pistol, 
life cartridges, four locall

By Bola O juola Stringer, 
Lagos

m ade cartridges, assorted 
charm s, a dagger and six 
cu tlasses w ere recovered  
from the fifteen men who were.

It would be recalled that 
apart from the three persons 
killed during the crisis which 
broke ou t last T hursday  
severa l o th e r p ersons 
including" policem en were 
injured while some houses 
were also set ablaze.

The c lash  b rpke out 
between two factions o f the 
OPC fo llow ing  a 
m isu n d erstan d in g  tha t 
a lleg ed ly  arose d u rin g  a 
meeting organised to broker 

etwi

Worried  by the 
atrocities being 
com m itted  in 
Ikoyi in the recent time, the 

Ik o y i/O b a len d e  local 
governm ent area o f  Lagos 
S ta te  has em barked  on 
m assive  clam pdow n on 
lunatics in the area.

The council chairman, Dr. 
Folarin Gbadebo-Smith who 
confirmed this in an interview 
with our correspondent on 
Thursday, explained that 21 of 
them had been picked up from 
d iffe ren t lo ca tions for 
rehabilitation.

Gbadebo-Smith said the 
arrested mad men and women 
w ere cu rren tly  being  
rehabilitated at the expense of 
the council using the state 
governm en t fa c ilitie s  at 
Majidun Village in Ikorodu.

He reca lled  in stances 
where by the lunatics harass 
and attack innocent residents 
who were going about their 
lawful activities within their 
neighbourhood.

He said: “A women living 
in Dolphin estate was attacked 
four months ago by one of the 
lunatics and even attempted 
to rape her. She was jogging 
in the early hours o f that day 
when the lunatics attacked 
her.

G badebo-S m ith  no ted  
that the attack on the woman 
was not the reason for the 
programme but that it was

Ikoyi/Obalende 
LG clamp down 

on lunatics
designed  as p art o f  the 
c o u n c il’s social
responsibility to the residents 
o f the area.

He said the council was 
solely responsible for their 
re h a b ilita tio n , feed ing , 
trea tm en t and
accommodation in Ikorodu at 
the moment.

The chairm an said, the 
council would com m ence 
another programme aimed at 
ridding the streets o f Ikoyi of 
beggars when it was true with 
the lunatics.

He said, “When we are 
true  w ith  the lunatics 
programme, we will move to 
the beggars. I do not think 
that our streets should not be 
filled with people who would 
rush at your cars when in 
traffic to demand for money:

“T hese people  are 
unfortunate, they deserve 
assistance, they deserve help 
but these things should be 
done in an organised manner,” 
he said.

Gbadebo-Smith pledged 
his a d m in is tra tio n ’s 
commitment to the faithful 
implementation o f its policies

and expressed the hope that 
private firms in the area would 
come to its aid.

“It’s either the individual 
and corporate residents o f 
Ikoyi are happy seeing  
lunatics w alking on their 
streets and harassing them or 
they are not. We all live there 
and we have to do something 
about it together,” he added.

A residen t o f  G errald  
Road, Mr. Femi Babawale, 
described  the policy  as a 
we.come development saying 
it would go a long way in 
m aking  peop le  develop  
confidence o f walking alone 
at nights w ithout fears o f

Gov. Tinubu
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E m ir tak es G o ie to  P
a  T | a Int.emA p p eal C ou rt

As part o f the battle to 
reg a in  h is  th ro n e , 
yfhich he lost on May 
12, 2004,Ih e  deposed Emir 
o f Akko, Gombe State, Alhaji 

M oham m ed Baba Ahm ed, 
has taken  the sta te  
government to the Court o f 
A ppeal in Jos. A lhaji 
Ahmed's latest move was at 
the behest o f  a high court 
•ruling in Gombe, which had 
re fu sed  to  g ran t him  
ap p lica tio n  g ran tin g  him  
freedom to appear before the 
court in Gombe to prosecute 
his case.

The High Court presided 
by Justice Hamma A. Barka, 
w h ile  ru lin g  on the 

-application, averred that “ I 
w ould  in all the 
circumstances and deductions 
make hpld that the applicant 
[Mohammed Baba Ahmed] 
has riot made case to warrant 
th is  co u rt ex e rc is in g  its 
d isc re tio n  in h is favour; 
consequently, his application 
is refused.”

E arlie r, the ap p lican t, 
acting through his counsel, 
Mr A. A Sangei, has asked the 
co u rt to  g ran t h im  an 
in te rlo c u to ry  in ju n c tio n  
restraining the defendants or 
its p riv ies or those acting 
under them from arresting or 
tampering with his movement 
pending the determination o f 
the case.

A lhaji Ahm ed advanced 
th a t he n eed ed  to be

From Tashikalmah Hallah,
Correspondent, Bauchi

physica lly  p resen t at the 
court to put in argument for 
his case, but the law under 
which he was deposed and 
banished on exile to Bauchi 
had made it impossible for’ 
him to go to Gombe, as this 
would result in his arrest.

He said that the law was 
not in concord with section 
35 o f  the constitution.

ButMr.T.KTuraki [SAN], 
the counsel to the new Emir 
o f  Akko, Alhaji Umaru Baba 
Goro Muhammed, explained 
that the deposed Emir was 
n ev er p rev en ted  from  
entering his former domain 
as he claimed.. He therefore 
appea led  to the cou rt to

d ism iss  the ap p lica tio n , 
which was upheld.

However, not satisfied with 
the ju d g e m e n t, A hm ed 
appealed the judgement at the 
C o u rt o f  A ppeal in Jo s, 
stating that the High Court in 
Gombe had erred in law.

Alhaji Mohammed Baba 
Ahmed, the pioneer secretary 
to the G om be S tate 
government, was deposed in 
May last year as the Emir o f 
A kko fo llow ing  an audit 
report on the Emirate, which 
im p lica ted  h im  in the 
m isappropria tion  o f  over 
seven million naira.

A lthough , the deposed  
Emir denied any complicity 
in the charges, the Gombe 
State government went ahead 
to depose him  w ith three 
o th ers  in  w hat p o litic a l 
watchers in Gombe saw as 
politically motivated.

re s id e n t O lusegun  
Obasanjo has opened 
the. 2 6 1*1 K aduna 

International Trade Fair with 
a d ec la ra tio n  th a t his 
econom ic  re fo rm s w ere 
aimed at complementing the 
private sector to make it the 
eng ine  o f  the  n a tio n ’s 
economic growth. Obasanjo, 
who was represented at the 
occasion by the Speaker of 
the H ouse o f
Representatives, Hon. Aminu 
B ello  M asari, sa id  h is 
adm inistration inherited a 
weak private sector. He said 
the  re fo rm s becam e 
n ecessa ry  to encourage  
m eaningful public/private 
sector collaboration to make 
the  p riv a te  sec to r m ore 
viable, and commended the 
organisers for a jo b  w ell 
done. He said that the theme 
o f the fair: ‘To promote rapid 
econom ic grow th through 
deregulation,’ could not have 
come at a better time than 
now as the econom y was 
undergoing restructuring.

Obasanjo opens 
Kaduna trade fair

From Sani Babadoko, 
Bureau Chief, Kaduna 

The M in is te r  o f  
C om m erce , A m bassador 
Waziri, spoke on the need to 
focus more attention on the 
productive sector than on 
marketing, which is what the 
fair was all about. He said 
thatmarketingper.se, without 
p ro d u c tiv ity , cou ld  not 
develop our economy. The 
minister emphasized the vital 
role of the agricultural sector 
in N ig eria ’s drive tow ard 
p ro d u c tio n , add ing  th a t 
p u b lic /p riv a te  sec to r 
co llab o ra tio n  shou ld  be 
encouraged in areas where 
N ig eria  has com p ara tiv e  
ad van tage  over o th e r 
countries. For that such is the 
panacea  fo r p overty  
e rad ica tio n  and  natio n a l 
development.

Ambassador Waziri urged 
Nigerian producers to add 
value to their agricultural 
products to make them more 
com petitive  in the w orld  
m arket. He observed that 
p e tro leum , on w hich  the 
country’s economy relies, has 
been partly responsible for 
our so c io -eco n o m ic  
p rob lem s by m aking  the 
c itiz e n s  lazy. The trend  
shou ld  be rev e rsed  by 
opening up other sectors such 
as solid minerals, agriculture, 
and small scale industries.

The C hairm an  o f  the  
K aduna C ham ber o f  
Commerce, Industries, Mines 
and Agriculture, Alhaji Manir 
J a ’a far, b lam ed  the low  
in d u stria l o u tp u t o f  the 
N igerian econom y on the 
‘inconsistency’ o f the federal 
government’s policies.

Retired judge crushed to death
Tlr;

I

Gov. Danjuma Goje

•agedy struck in Ilorin 
T hursd ay  w hen a 
re tire d  h igh  cou rt 

ju d g e , Ju s tic e  A nthony  
Ekundayo, was first stung by 
bees and then crushed to 
death as a water tank in his 
residence gave way. Daily 
Trust learnt that the late judge 
had contracted a plumber to 
effect repairs on the leaking 
water tank in his compound, 
w hich he p erso n a lly

From Abdulrazak Adebayo,
Correspondent, Ilorin

supervised , w as hale and 
hearty  prior to the fateful 
events that claimed his life. 
S ources sa id  th a t in 
attem pting to balance the 
mended tank the plum ber’s 
ham m er d is lo d g ed  the 
scaffold, which tore into a 
beehive before collapsing on 
the re tired  ju d g e . Bees

swarmed the whole house, 
but the plumber was reported 
tq , be safe . Ju stice  
Ekundayo’s body has since 
been deposited at the morgue 
o f  the University o f  Ilorin 
Teaching Hospital. He was 
retired from service in 1984 
by the m ilita ry  
administration.

The Chairman of the Ilorin 
branch o f  the Nigerian Bar 
Association (NBA) Ilorin,

Barrister Wahab Egbewole, 
described Justice Ekundayo’s 
death as tragic. He said that 
the vacuum created by his 
loss would be difficult to fill: 
‘It is just unfortunate. We saw ' 
his lordship during the week 
over a program m e we are 
planning for March, in which 
he was to play a major role. 
We will dearly miss him. The 
vacuum he has left behind 
would be hard to fill.’

I

S T O P

ush burning near NEPA installations 
certainly impedes power supply. 
The risk to life and property is very 

high. Bush burning will destroy NEPA poles 
and cables

So, stop bush burning near NEPA 
installations This will keep our poles 
standing and transmission lines running so 
you can continue to enjoy quality power 
supply

.providing pow erfor Rationed growth

. . .p r o v id in g  p o w e r  f o r  n a t io n a l  g ro w th



F e b r u a r y  2 1 ,  2 0 0 5 P a g e

A b d u l - R a z a q  ( S A N )

period?
I was. On the 7 ^  o f May 

1946, Herbert Macaulay died. 
B efore  h is death , he was 
President-General of the NCNC 
and the secretary-general o f 
that party  was Dr. Nnamdi 
Azikwe. Before his death, 
NCNC was concentrated in the 
Lago& area  only, because 
L agos w as the ho tbed  o f  
politic^ in the 40s. So, they 
decided  it w as tim e they, 
opened  b ranches across 
Nigeria. You had media like 

[ West African pilot and Daily 
ft Express all in Lagos. Zik 
J arrived Onitsha to launch the 

party. As young men at that 
time, I mobilised my people, as 
a senior prefect in school, to 
go and welcome Dr Zik. It was 
not officially approved by the 
principal but a matter o f my 
personal initiative because o f 
how I feel about the Zik of 

[ A frica . W ith our neat 
f uniforms, we stood by until 

Zik cam e. We jo in ed  his 
entourage, chanting “Zik, Zik 
of Africa,” right into his family 
compound.

W hen Z ik  ev en tu a lly  
fin ished  add ressin g  the

J -rowd, he went in to meet his 
'ather. We did not leave the 
com pound even a fte r the 
crow d d ispersed . I th ink  
someone told him that some 
youngm en s ittin g  ou tside 
would not go. So, we were 

lied into his father’s parlour, 
introduced m yself and my 
oup. That was in fact the day 
regard  as hav ing  been 

Indoctrinated into politics. He 
related  his experiences in 
G hana, A m erica  and

elsewhere. He described us as 
leaders o f  tom orrow  and 
adm onished us to jo in  the 
crusade to chase out “these 
white people” Politics was 
then kindled in me.

A t w h ich \po in t d id  you  
begin  to id en tify  with  
Northern Nigeria?

Having been “recruited” as 
a politician by Zik, I started the 
first students union in Nigeria 
at the'University College in 
Ibadan. The school authority 

‘ then called us and said no 
politics here. Young as I was, 
at that time, I said let us beat 
them to it. We changed our 
name to society for the study 
o f Nigerian languages.

I could speak and w rite 
Igbo, I could speak and write 
Y oruba and H ausa. 1 was 
elected president and senator 
Tunji Tegbeye as secretary- 
general o f  the organisation. 
Students o f Igbo, Yoruba and 
Hausa extraction all joined us. 
Again, the school principal, Dr 

_ M ellam by sent for us and 
w arned  us. We w ent 
underground . We w ere 
m eeting between la .m  and 
2a.m at the compound of water 
works building, vacated by 
some colonial masters.

The very first week I entered 
Trinity was the time Nigeria 
studen ts  w ere go ing  to 
present a petition and we were 
going to demonstrate against 
the British massacre. They  ̂
were asking, who would carry 
the banner? While everybody 
was reluctant, I said I would 
carry it. The next day, my 
p ic tu re  w ith  the banner 
appeared on all the national 
newspaper in Irish land.

In 1955, one Saturday  
morning, a long American car 
parked in front o f my house. 
The man who drove in it was 
asking o f me. I called him into 
my poor, little flat at that time. 
He in troduced  h im se lf  as 
Inuw a W ada, w ho la te r 
became federal m inister o f 
works, of defence and Magajin 
Gari Kano. As a lawyer at that 
time, I asked my guest what 
case he had for me. Inuwa 

' Wada then said: “I have on the 
orders of Sir Abubakar Tafawa 
Balewa been asked to invite 
you to come and see him.”

Then, I used to ride bicycle 
because I could not afford a 
car. At other times I joined 
buses. I said I would come on 
my bicycle but Inuwa Wada 
said he was instructed to come 
with me. He drove us to Tafawa 
Balewa’s residence at No 11,

Alhaji Abdul-Razaq making a point during the interview 
M arina in Lagos. W hen I admire about them is that they
entered, he said “look this is a 
message from Ahmadu Bello, 
the leader o f my party, and he 
told me to ask you to come to 
the N o rth ” He said  they  
needed my serv ices as a 
law yer and asked w hen I 
would like to start working. 
When I asked him to suggest 
appropriate time, he asked 
whether I could resume the 
next day. I said oh, that will be 
too early for me. 
y They later put me in a train 
at Iddo and welcomed me at 
Kaduna station, where from I 
proceeded to No 7, Sokoto 
Road and then reported to 
Sardauna, who repeated what 
Balewa said. He disclosed that 
a week later the NPC would 
have its conven tion  in 
Maiduguri and that he wanted 
me to come along with him. I 
went and on the 5 ^  o f June 
1955 I was elected National 
Legal Adviser o f the party. I 
held that position  till the 
military staged its first coup, 
by which Nzeogwu abolished 
all political parties. Prior to 
that there was no town I didn’t 
go to do cases for the NPC. I 
p raise my w ife ’s patience 
because she hardly saw me 
because if  I am in Maiduguri 
today, I would be in Kano the 
next day, doing cases.

You have f i r s t  hand  
experience on happenings 
during the f ir s t  Republic. 
What kind o f  personalities 
were Tafawa Balewa and  
Sardauna?

Well, they were naturally 
humans like you, but what I

What I admire'about them is that they were in politics 
genuinely for service to humanity. None of them to 
the best of my knowledge joined politics to make 
money. They all died without leaving riches behind. 
Even if they had such intention, the money wdsn’t 
there, don’t forget we are talking about the early 50s 
and 60s when we had no oil

were in politics genuinely for 
service to humanity. None of 
them  to the best o f  my 
knowledge joined politics to 
make money. They all died 
without leaving riches behind. 
Even i f  they  had such 
intention, the money wasn’t 
there, d o n ’t forget we are 
talking about the early 50s and 
60s when we had no oil.

After the first coup and the 
counter-coup o f  July 1966, 
states were created and o f  
course the civil war. How did 
these impact on our lives?

Military coup, not only of 
1966 but more particularly 
b ecause  it w as ou r firs t 
experience was a a hindrance 
to our p rog ress. The 
p o litic ian s  then , led by 
Sardauna, Tafawa Balewa and 
others had no exam ple to 
follow except their British 
co lo n ia l m aster. A nd the 
colonial masters had nothing 
to teach you except what they 
practised in their own country 
-  which was straight forward 
dem ocracy  -  based  upon 
service and not upon making 
money.

We started practicing the 
dem ocracy but they d idn’t 
even give us enough time to 
learn before they cut us off. It 
is my belief that if  there had 
been no coup Nigeria would 
have by now become a first 
class state. The impact has 
been negative.

You hold two traditional 
titles, nam ely M utawallen  
Ilorin and Tafidan Zazzau. 
What do you think is the place 
o f  the traditional institution 
today?

During the first republic, the 
institu tion  was very, very 
influential but when the first 
coup cam e, th ree  or four 
im portan t pow ers o f  
trad itio n a l ru le rs  w ere 
rem oved from  them . 
Consequently, that lowered 
their sphere o f influence. The 
first was, all first class emirs 
ran the native courts -  which 
in those days we call the Alkali

courts. They appointed Alkalis 
and rjn  the courts with some 
form o f judicial powers. That, 
unfortunately, is no more. I say 
unfortunately because they" 
know more about the character 
o f their community than any 
lawyer. Lawyers were trained 
in the British common law, still 
in use today. We apply this law 
on the psyche of our society. 
Secondly, these traditional 
rulers ran the native police 
alongside the Nigerian police 
force. And the bulk o f the area 
in w hich native  au thority  
police practiced was almost 
ninety percent arid ten percent 
was covered by the Nigeria 
police force. Go to Zaria, Kano 
or Katsina and you find that 
the town is segmented into 
three basic sections. You see 
the city wall where the so- 
ca lled  n atives live. 
Immediately after the city wall, 
you find what is called Tudun 
Wada, you then have Sabon 
G ari w here peop le  from  
elsewhere stayed. You have a 
fourth  one crea ted  by 
colonialists, which they call 
township. This is where you 
have white workers and others.

So, the jurisdiction o f the 
Nigeria police force was limited 
to the township -  designed to 
protect the colonialists. The 
rest o f  Tudup Wada, Sabon 
Gari and the city were handled 
by the emirs with their native 
authority police. And the emir 
did it very efficiently. The coup 
removed such powers of the 
emirs.

Thirdly, everywhere in the 
north , no land transaction  
could take place without the 
know ledge o f  the em irs. I 
don’t mean lands belonged to 
the emirs. The land owner and 
the new buyer, need the emir 
as w itness o therw ise  the 
tran sac tio n  w ould  be 
incomplete. The emir or his 
agent’s signature takes care of 
the conflict in future. That 
power has also been usurped 
by the military with its land use 
decree. Talking about police,

the present emir o f Kano used 
to be Wakilin Doka.

Now, they are no longer in 
the scheme of power games, as 
powerful as they used to be. 
Yet, the people, especially 
those in the rural areas, still 
believe in the abilities of their I 
trad itional ru lers than the 
council chairman.

F o llo w in g  the crisis  o f  
economic existence and the 

y crisis o f  the legitim acy o f  
' military rule, people seem to 

be clinging to regional and 
ethnic ladder. In the North we \ 
have the Arewa Consultative 
Forum (ACF). Why are you 
not active at that level?

i know my contribution in the 
writing o f the ACF constitution | 
with Justice Mammam Nasir 
and M ajor-G eneral IBM 
Haruna at the early stage. I 
developed cold feet for three 
reasons. First, in the active 
years of the ACF, I was devoted 
to the affairs o f the Nigerian 
S tock E xchange — as  its 
p residen t and d id n ’t have 
much time. Secondly, we had 
agreem ent, when we were 
try ing  to docum ent the 
constitution, the implemen­
tation of which I disagree with.
I held the view that we do not 
perm it any northern  w ith 
political par 7  ambition to be 
member of aC F  because it will 
tear itse lf  into pieces. Its 
chairman, M. D Yusuf, formed 
a party  and con tested  for! 
presidency.

Why then are you not in 
politics generally today?

I am from Ilorin and we have 
a saying that “an elephant in 
the bush does not blow its own 
trumphet while its father is 
blowing his own trumphet.” 
Here I am, I have adult children 
in their 40s. one of them was\ 
the gubernatorial candidate for 
Kwara, Dr. Alimi AbdulRazak. 
My daughter is a Senator, 
another one, Aisha was the first 
lady of Kwara. When I have 
these, what position would you 
want me to contest?

r$...

\
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Kabo Air completes pilgrims 
airlift
F T t i e

I  am 
X  coi

Kabo Air yesterday 
announced that it had 
completed the airlift of

ABUSSANU 
disburses 150 

cars to members
From  W aziri Isa G w a ita  

(stringer) Z a ria

■ mllov 
the i 

A  togr

iwing the inability o f 
university system 

grant car loans to its 
staff in recent years, and the 
refusal o f  federal government 
to  im p lem en t its  
monetisation programme in 
un iversities, the  A hm adu 
Bello University branch o f  
the Senior Staff Association 
o f  N ig e rian  U n iv e rs ity  
(SSANU) has introduced a 
car loan scheme for its mem­
bers on a higher purchase 
basis. ,

Speaking at the seco n d . 
phase o f  the disbursem ent 
cerem ony o f  the cars, the 
Chairman o f  the union, Com­
rade Samuel Kolade Joel, said 
“while 138 members o f  the 
union drove home cars o f  dif- 

i f e r e n t  m odels in the first 
phase o f  the scheme in the 
year2004,22 more members 
are going to benefit from the 
scheme today.” He disclosed 
that the scheme, which was 

i introduced as a part o f  the 
j  intervention efforts o f  ABU 
| SSANU during his steward­

ship as the chairman, has also 
I p u rch ased  and  d isbu rsed  
T 197 motorcycles and 48 com- 
| puters to members.

T he ch a irm an , w ho 
claim ed to  have achieved 
within five years what his 

i p red ecesso rs  co u ld  not 
: achieve since the establish­

ment o f  the premier univer­
sity, how ever declined to 
continue fo ra  second tenure. 
In separate comments, both 
the vice-chancellor and the 
SSANU national president 
commended the leadership o f 
the union fo r its foresight 
and commitment to better the 
lot o f  its members, especially 
in areas where both the gov­
ernment and the institution 
failed.

about 51,280 pilgrims who 
performed this year’s pilgrim­
age to Saudi Arabia. Accord­
ing to the Executive Director, 
O perations, o f  the airline, 
Alhaji Aminu Aliyu, the fig­
u re  rep resen ted  the to ta l 
num ber o f  p ilg rim s from  
states allocated to the airline 
as one o f  the airlines con­
tracted for the year 2005 Hajj.

He disclosed that the air­
line  dep lo y ed  abou t 106, 
flights for the operations, and 
completed the exercise with 
the evacuation o f Kano and 
Sokoto pilgrims from Mecca 
as earlier promised.

Alhaji Aliyu said the air­
line was already planning for 
about 15 more flights that 
would be used to convey the 
luggage o f  all the pilgrims 
that performed the pilgrimage 
through the K abo A ir ar­
rangements.

For 2005 operations, the 
Kabo Air lifted pilgrims from 
K ano , B au ch i, J ig aw a ,

Gombe, Nasarawa, Lagos, 
Kaduna, Yobe, Zamfara, Pla­
teau, Kogi, Benue, Sokoto, 
Kebbi, Taraba, Yola, and the 
F ederal C apital T errito ry  
(FCT).

T 5
1  or

le Plateau State Police 
Command has arrest 
one o f  the suspected 

killers o f the late Bala Ahmed, 
a lecturer in the University o f 
Jos, who was assassinated in 
November last year by un­
known assailants.

Speaking with journalists 
in Jos, the Plateau State Com-

Police arrest suspected 
killer of UniJos lecturer

Mrs.Atiku commissions WOTCLEF’s 
office in Nasarawa today

T :
le wife o f  the vice- 

president and founder 
o f  WOTCLEF, Mrs. 

Amina Titi Abubakar, will on 
Tuesday, February 22,2005, 
commission the WOTCLEF’s 
office in Lafia, N asaraw a 
State, and inaugurate the ex­
ecutive council o f  the foun­
dation in the state.

A sta tem en t from  the 
Nasarawa State’s office o f  
the WOTCLEF signed by its 
Secretary, Mrs. Joyce Yepwi 
Gabasa, indicated that during 
the  v is it, M rs. A bubakar 
w ould lay the foundation 
stone o f  the youth’s voca­
tional training centre in Lafia

By A ndrew  Agbese

AKHA passes into law  
N87.172bn budget

Th
h

■'V

le Akwa Ibom State 
H ouse o f  A ssem bly 
has passed into law a 

budget ofN 87,172,400,90 for 
the 2005 fiscal year. The bud­
get, which has an increment 
o f  4.7% from the original es­
timate ofN83.283 billion, has 
a b reak d o w n  o f  N 62 , 
815,080,240 for capital expen­
diture, and N 24,357,327,850 
for recurrent services.

Giving reasons for the in­
c rem en t, the  C h a irm an , 
House Committee on Finance 
and  A p p ro p ria tio n , M r. 
Adasi Obolom, representing 
Eastern Obilo Constituency 
in the House, said apart from 
the fact that many sectors 
w ere not adequately a llo ­
cated with funds in the origi­
nal estimate, the committee 
needed to allocate funds to 
the newly created Ministry 
o f  Culture and Tourism that 
did not reflect in the original 
estimate.

The committee chairman 
lamented that the 2004 bud­
get that was not fully imple-

From Edet Ekanem
Correspondent (Uyo)

mented failed to impact posi­
tively  on the lives o f  the 
people, but hoped that the 
2005 budget would improve 
the  liv es  o f  A kw a Ibom  
people.

S peak ing  a lso , the 
Speaker o f  the House, Mr. 
N elson Effiong, lam ented 
that the budget proposal as 
p re sen ted  by G o v ern o r 
Obong Attah over a month 
ago, suffered delay because 
o f  unexpected developments 
in the state. Such develop­
ments, the speaker said, in­
c lu d ed  h o lid ay s ,
reshufflement o f  the state’s 
executive council and the 
creation o f  the Ministry o f 
Culture and Tourism.

The speaker, who chal­
lenged the executive on the 
successful implementation of 
the budget, also called on 
the  ex ecu tiv e  to  adhere  
strictly to the pattern o f  ex­
penses as stipulated.

as well as present vocational 
training materials to women 
and youth in the state.

The scheme is to be fi­
nanced by the Community 
Women and Youth Empow­
e rm en t in  N ig e ria  
(COWYEN), a non-govem- 
m ental organisation , with 
head office in Lafia.

About 100 beneficiaries 
have been identified for the 
first phase o f  the project, 
w hich is estim ated to cost 
about N15 million.

W ives o f  the executive 
governors o f  the thirty-six 
states o f  the federation are 
expected to be the special, 
guests and co-launchers at 
the occasion.

The Governor o f  Benue 
State, C hief George Akume, 
has according to the state­
m ent, accepted  to be the 
guest o f  honour while Chief 
Peter Okocha is to  be the 
chief launcher at the occa-

iFrom Rakiya  A. M u h a m m a d ,
Correspondent, Jos

missioner o f  Police, Joseph 
Apapa, said the suspect, who 
claimed to be a student o f  the 
U niversity o f  Jos, was ar­
rested in Kaduna. The po­
lice however did not disclose 
the name o f the suspect, but 
added that the suspect was 
assisting the police to get his 
a cco m p lices  in P o rt- 
Harcourt.

The command also pa­
raded 12 other suspects for 
various crimes.

Among them was a 400 
level student o f  the Account­
ing Department, University 
o f  Jos, Godspower Dennis, 
who was caught in posses­
sion o f  illegal arms, and one 
Tasui Sanni, a dismissed po­
lice officer who specialised ini 
snatching cars.

During the operation, one 
Jincheng motorcycle was re­
covered from another gang 
o f armed robbers who con­
fessed to have been involved 
in various robbery operations 
in the state.

Water Aid expends N135m in 
Plateau

sion.

rater Aid, an inter 
national non-gov 
e r n m e n t a l  

organisation engaged in the 
provision o f  potable water 
and sanitation to rural com­
munities, has expended over 
#547,000 or N 135,109,000 in 
urban water supply and sani­
tation pro jects in Plateau 
State between 2000 and 2005.

Its coordinator in the 
state, Mrs. Charity Dandak, 
said at the opening o f a two- 
day workshop in Jos recently 
that in the 2005/2006 finan­
cial year com m encing  in 
A p ril, W ater A id  w ould  
spend an additional #167,000 
or N 41,249,000 in support of

From  J ib r in  Daudu,
Regional Editor ,  (Jos)

Plateau State. She explained 
that Water Aid had improved 
access to safe water supply, 
basic sanitation facilities and 
good hygienic practices in 40 
communities in six local gov­
ernment areas since it began 
operations i n jh e  state in 
2003.

Dandak added that the 
organisation had been oper­
ating through the state’s wa­
ter board and the state’s ru­
ral water supply agency as 
well as other local NGOs such 
as Country Women Associa­
tion o f  N igeria (COWAN) 
and the Bol D evelopm ent 
A ssociation  (BO LD A ) in 
Langtang north.

South Chelsea College
-

welcomes you to London

• COMPUTER STUDIES
• BUSINESS STU0IES
• TRAVEL, TOURISM AND HOSPITALITY
• SECRETARIAL
• ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
•HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE

Friendly College with High Standards • Modern Premises, Qualified 
Experienced Teachers • Fuily Accredited Courses leading to Recognized 
Qualifications •  Good Value, Comp#tit«e Fees, from 
£950 p,a. « Lively Cosmopolitan Location « Established 1985

South Chelsea College is Usted on the UK Department for Education' 
and Skills* Register of Education and Training Providers.

Mr Michael Omoyinmi will be at the following hotels between 
10am and 3pm

Chelsea Hotel, Central 8us«tess Area, Gaffe, Abuja - 23 February 
Presidential H otei Port Harcourt, River State - 25 February

If you tmnk studying in London at a popular and established College will 
help you prepare for your future, then come and meet Mr. Gmoyinmi. He 
will be happy to offer advice and answer any questions you may have. 
The seminars are free For further information visit our webss’e 
or contact the Registrar, for a free brochure and application form at:

Sogth Chelsea College
i  T jnsts.l Road. London SW9 8BN
Tel. OS 44 |0| 2Q7 738 ifefrO
Fa* 00 U  IS) 207 738 4758
Email reg:st farSsouthchelwacotle3e.co.uk

\ABLS

President Obasanjo in warm handshake with Director-General AASRDA, Prof. Robert Ajiyi Boroffice 
during a function in Abuja recently.

Est 1985
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Federal Ministry of Education 
Headquarters-Abuj a - 

Inauguration of UBEC Board
T h e P resid en t, C h ie f  O lu se g u n  O b asan jo , G C F R , has 
approved the constitution o f  the Board o f  the U niversal B asic  
E d u cation  C o m m iss io n  (U B E C ) w ith  the fo llo w in g  as  
members:

© Prof. Anezi Okoro Chairman

Alhaji N.Gambo Member (North Central)

(iii) Hajiya Toma Ibrahim. Member (North - East)

Civ) Alhaji Aliyu Shika Member (North - West)

(v)\ Prof. Egwu U. Egwu Member (South - East)

(vi) Barr. Bolawaji Kunlere Member (South - West)

(vii) Mrs. Eme Ekaette Member (South - South)

(via) Chief (Mrs) N. Nwabueze Member (Women Group/Societies)

(ix) Dr. O. N. U. Ekennia Member (Special Interest)

00 Alhaji Mohammed YelwaAzare Member (Special Interest) r

(xfj One Representative each from the following organizations:

(a) Nigeria Union of Teachers

(b) National Parents Teachers Association ofNigeria.

(c) National Teachers Institute

(d)
* .

National Commission for Colleges of Education

(e) Nigerian Education Research and Development Council

(f) National Commission for Nomadic Education

(g) National Commission for Mass Literacy, Adult and Non-formal Education

(h) Federal Ministry of Education

(i) Federal Ministry of Finance.

(xii) Executive Secretary of the Commission - Member/Secretary

m Deputy Executive Secretary (Technical)

(xiv) Deputy Executive Secretary (Services).

T he B oard w ill be  inaugurated b y  the H onourable M in ister  
o f  Education at 10:00am  on  Thursday, 24th  February, 2 005 . 
V enue w ill b e  the U B E  C on feren ce H all, 1 st floor, U B E  
B u ild in g , IB B  C lose , W use Z on e 4 , Abuja.

For those M em bers residing outside Abuja, accom m odation  
w ill b e  reserved  for tw o  n ights at C h elsea  H otel, Central 
D istrict, A buja. Such M em bers are ad v ised  to ch eck -in  at 
the H otel as from  12:00 noon  on  W ednesday1,2 3 rd  February, 
2 0 0 5 .

Signed: *

I. Talba 

Permanent secretary 

Federal Ministry o f  Education

M IN IS T R Y  O F  F E D E R A L  

C A P IT A L  T E R R I T O R Y
HEALTH AND SOCIALSERN ICES DEPARTMENT HEALTH 

SYSTEMS DEVELOPMENT PROJECT II 
( \\ORLD BAXKASSISTED PROJECT)

SPECIFIC PROCUREMENT NOTICE. 
CREDIT NO. 3653 UNI

INVITATION FOR BIDS rtFB) 
PROCUREMENT OF WORKS: RENOVATION AND  

UPGRADING OF 6 NO.PRIMARY HEALTH 
CENTERS IN SIX ARE A COUNCILS OFFCT.

1. This invitation for bids follows the General Procurement Notice for this project 
that appeared in Development Business Issue No. 608 of June 16,2003.

*
2. The Federal Government ofNigeria has received a credit from the International 
Development Association (IDA) towards the cost of FCT Health Systems 
Development Project A, intend to apply part of the proceeds of this credit payments 
under the contract for the procurement of works: Renovation and upgrading of six 
no. (6) Primary Health Centres in 6 Area Councils of the FCT.

3. The FCT Health Systems Development Project II, now invites sealed bids 
from eligible bidders for the procurement of works as already stated in 2 above.

4. Bidding will be conducted through the International Competitive Bidding (ICB) 
procedures specified in the World Bank’s Guidelines: Procurement under IBRD 
Loans and IDA credits, and is opened to bidders from eligible source countries 
as defined in the guidelines.

5. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from the office of the 
Project Manager, FCT Health Systems Development n, Plot 83, Kaltungo Street, 
off Amurie Omanje street, off Ladoke Akintola Boulevard, Garki II, Abuja and 
inspect the bidding documents at the same address.
Telephone: 08043420705,08036011384,08035926336

6. A complete set of bidding documents in English Language may be purchased by 
interested bidders on the submission of a written application to the address above 
and upon payment of a non-refundable fee of Fifteen Thousand Naira (15,000.00) 
only, in Bank Draft or cash to the Federal Capital Territory Health Systems 
Development Project II, Account No.OlO 1301006182 with Oceanic Bank Int., 
Zone 6, Wuse-Abuja. Any bid submitted without the specific amount stipulated 
would be rejected.
The bidding documents will be available from 2 1st Feb., 2005.

7. Bid shall remain valid for 30 days beyond the bid validity period and must be 
accompanied by a bid security as specified in the schedule of requirement, and 
shall be delivered to the office of the Project Manager, FCT Health Systems 
Development Project II, PLOT 83, Kaltungo Street, Off Akintola Boulevard, 
Garki II, Abuja on or before 12.00pm on 4th of April, 2005; at which time they 
will be opened in the presence of the bidders who choose to attend.

Signed:
Project M anager;

For: The Executive Secretary . 
Health and Human Services Secretariat
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Tnside Politics
Even wth NASS in place confab still desirable - Banister 'Yancbto

electoral reforms. imnortance. to discuss wavs b
m barrister (Alhaji) Malami Aliyu ‘Yandoto is the new National Chairman o f  the Forum 

fo r  State Independent Electoral Commissions (FORS1ECS) and chairman o f  the 
Zamfuru State Independent Electoral Commission (ZAMSIEC).

Barrister ’Yandoto, who spoke to our Group Political Editor, Abdu Labaran Malumfashi 
on various topical issues took particular exception to the non-inclusion o f  the Forum in the 
on going National political Reform Conference believing that it is a serious oversight by 
the government which needs to be rectified urgently, as according to him, it is illogical that 
a political reform conference is taking place without theparticipation o f  the SIECS.
Exerpts

After the nationwide local 
* government election conducted 

by the State Independent Electo­
ral Commissions (SIECS), the 
commissions came under severe 
attack for conducting what many 
see as an unfree and unfair 
exercise that was manipulated 
by the various ruling party in 
the states. How fa ir  ft this 
observation?

Well, those who are pursuing 
this line o f  argument are not 
aware o f  the historical evolution 
o f  the electoral system  in 
Nigeria. After the election o f  
1954 there was a lot o f agitations 
against the conduct o f  that 
election  particularly by the 
opposition leading to the 
overhaul o f the electoral system 
in 195§. But even after the 1958 
and 1961 general elections 
Nigeria, thtr^was still a  hat o t  
comjHain about tKe'conduct o f 
the election. This continued upto 
the 1979 election. Immediately 
after the (1979) election, there 
was a lot o f criticism against the 
conduct o f  the exercise. The 
same thing happened in 1983 
which culminated in the coup 
d ’etat that overthrew the 
government. The 1999 general 
elections were also trailed by 
criticism s. Even the 2003  
conduct o f  election  by the 
National Independent Electoral 
C om m ission (INEC) is not 
without those criticisms.

The fact is that the SIECS are 
an innovation o f  the 1999 
constitution and it was not made 
out o f vacuum. It was motivated 
by democratic happenings in the 
entire world. So the thing that we 
should do is to make sure that 
we give the system  all the 
necessary support so that it may 
succeed. We ‘ have been  
vindicated certainly, because so 
many people expected that 
SIECS would not be capable of  
conducting the elections. But we 
have proved the sceptics wrong. 
In some states not even a lizard 
was affected by any negative 
distraction.

You see, the local govern­
ment election conducted by 
SIECS was very historical 
because most o f  the elections 
conducted in this country was 
marred by electoral violence, 
hooliganism and so on. But quite 
a number o f SIECS conducted 
election  without such bitter 
experiences.

O f course, there could still 
be room for improvement 
particularly when one considers 
that this is the first time SIECS 
are conducting elections in the 
country; But that does not mean 
that we should be condemned in 
toto. It is a clear test for 
acceptability in any election  
where violence does not follow 
the declaration of result. None of  
our election is characterised by 
violence either before or after the 
pronouncement o f result. Those 
elections that are categorised as 
rigged are usually met with a lot 
o f violence and rancour that 
usually lead to violent overthrow 
of that government. None o f us 
has experienced such things. But 
like I mentioned earlier, this 
being the first experience, there 
are certainly a number o f areas 
that need some improvement and 
I think we are working towards 
making sure that the improve­
ments are attained.

But why was it that in alt

the states the party in power won 
almost everything?

But the fact is that simply 
because you want somebody to 
appreciate your work you can 
not impose on people what they 
do not want. I thirtk this is the 
traditional pattern o f  any 

' democratic structure. It is only 
where people express disaffec­
tion with the existing govern­
ment that those people will take 
the option o f  voting against that 
government.

I think this is not peculiar 
to Nigeria alone. In other coun- 

' tries the only reason why they 
change their voting pattern is of 
course, where they express one 
disaffection or the other. I think 
the reason why most o f  the 
states were able to win their 
election was because at the time 
when local government election

in your house. And for that reason 
I can not accept to rig an election 
that is going to put myself and 
my family in perpetual danger. 
So to that extent those who 
thought that they could use 
electoral bodies through the back 
door to rig elections to their favour 
are now finding it very difficult.

You said there was room for  
improvement in the performance 
o f SIECS. In what areas do you 
think there is room■ fo r  
improvement?

You see, we need to see  
im provement in the area o f  
funding. That is the most critical 
area because in most cases funds 
are not released in good time for 
the purposes o f  effective prepa­
ration and logistical delivery o f  
the election itself.

We thought that it was better 
to probably provide funds for the

were conducted tn this country --workings p f SIECS under the
last year, most oif the govern­
ments were pursuing people 
oriented programmes so for that 
reason people felt there was no 
need at all to have a change. That 
is also why I told you that if  
people believed  what was 
declared was not what was 
voted, they would have reacted, 
but I have not seen much o f such 
reaction during the local 
government council elections.

O f course you can not. 
compare the conduct o f election 
by our sister organisation in this 
country. You and I are living 
witnesses to what happened 
during the 2003 general f le c ­
tions. It has got to the extent 
that they are admitting that they 
did wrong. Look at the Anambra 
issue and so many senatorial 
election  cases before the 
tribunal, and so on.

So simply because people 
felt SIECS are introduced to 
checkmate their ambition does 
not mean that they should  
condemn totally the activities of 
SIECS. Those who are busy 
pursuing campaign o f calumny 
against SIECS because they 
have not been allow ed to 
manipulate election at the local 
government council because o f 
the insistence o f  SIECS to 
conduct the election according 
to rules should better have a 
rethink. They should not be 
condemning in toto an experi­
ment that has proven to be that 
it is worthwhile.

Are you saying SIECS were 
purposely introduced to check­
mate the ambition o f  some 
people?

No, SIECS were established 
to really give people a sense o f 
belonging, to give people the 
pride o f place in the sense that 
they will now be allowed to 
conduct their own affairs in their 
own way. 1 have had causes to 
argue that as far as I am concer­
ned I was. born and bred in 
Zamfara, for example. I have no 
any other state to go to other 
than Zamfara. I can not do 
anything that is going to put 
Zamfara State on fire. So if  
Zamfara State should now be on 
fire I know that it will have to 
affect me and my fam ily  
because in the entire length and 
breath o f the country I have no 
house anywhere oiitside  
Zamfara State. I think the reason 
why the 1999 constitution  
introduced this innovation is 
that if  you commit any apt o f  
rigging certainly nobody will 
allow you to have peaceful sleep

electoral reforms, 
and the govern­
ment did not deem 
it fit to invite us to 
participate in a 
dialogue that is 
going to have 
political reform as 
one o f  its basic 
co n sid era tio n s .
You see, I think 
there can not be 
politfcal reform  
without involving 
SIECS. These 
(SIEC S) are 
i m p o r t a n t  
innovations o f the 
1999 constitution 
and our
c o n t r i b u t i o n  
towards the 
survival o f  
democracy in the 
country within this 
period can not be

i^onl^Ux)1 proper Alhaji Malami Aliyu ’Yandoto

first line Charge o f  the consoli­
dated funds, rather than asking 
SIECS to present their budget 
and only to allow for a piecemeal 
release o f  funds by the state 
governm ent as it deem s fit. 
Sometimes that has created a lot 
o f problems and I think it is even 
militating against the success o f 
some o f  the SIECS. You see, 
sometimes you find that after you 
have expressed your budget and 
it is approved both by the 
executive and the legislature in the 
state, the money is not timely 
released. You find that sometime 
funds are released maybe two 
months to elections. So how do 
you expect the SIECS in question 
to really galvanise into action to 
make sure that it m eets all 
requirements within that period? 
So, there is need for a reform so 
that immediately a budget is 
approved now that money will 
be reserved in the first line charge 
so that anytime the need arises 
for that money, you just extend 
your hand and get it for the 
conduct o f your activities.

So how would you quantify 
the success o f the maiden outing 
o f the SIECS?

It was no doubt successful 
compared to all other new  
experiences in electoral activities 
in the country. Like I told you, 
from 1954 to date we have had 
quite a number o f  experiences 
particularly on matters o f  
elections and electoral manage­
ment and I think the kind o f  
upheaval that characterised the 
1954 maiden election in Nigeria 
leading to the loss o f so many 
lives is incomparable to what we 
had after the SIECS maiden 
outing in March last year. The 
local governm ent election  
conducted by SIECS last year 
was largely peaceful. O f course, 
it is only to be expected that some 
o f  the political parties must 
complain because all the 34 
registered political parties expect 
to be declared winner whenever 
they contest elections. But you 
wil l  agree that the peaceful 
conduct o f the election was in 
itself a huge success.

.What is the position o f the 
Forum for State Independent 
Electoral Commissions 
(FORSEICS) regarding the 
forthcoming National Political 
Reform Conference?

You see in our (FORSIEC’s) 
meeting which took place on the 
9,h and 10th o f  this month, we 
discover with dismay that one o f  
the basic agenda in the political 
reform conference has to do with

if  government includes us in the 
discussion that is about to take 
place. Besides, we have some of 
the best line o f  citizenry o f this 
country in the forum. We have 
quite a number o f  retired judges 
o f the high court, we have a 
Sizeable number o f  professors 
and PhDs. So I "wonder how  
som ebody can just decide  
overnight that we are not fit to 
participate. It is a very, very 
strong and big oversight and I 
think government should take 
step to make sure it is rectified 
so that at least we will now be in 
the position to advise it 
faithfully as to the desirability 
or otherwise o f having SIECS in 
the constitution. Again, if  SIECS

are to be scrapped, I think we 
are in the best position to advise 
government as to the best way 
to do it. I think it is quite illogical 
that this kind o f  a discussion 
should take place without 
involving SIECS;

Dt> we realty need the 
conference?

I laugh a lot when people 
start to argue whether there is a 
fiieed for this dialogue or not. I 
think it is not a sovereign natio­
nal conference where all sove­
reignty and all powers are 
divested by the constitution in 
the executive and the National 
Assembly. This is just a dialogue 
where people will now come and 
discuss issues o f  com m on

importance, to discuss ways by 
which they could resolve atM k  
problems that there may e x f l n  
Anybody who thinks that 
simply because'the National 
Assembly exists there is no need 
for this dialogue does not mean 
well for this nation.

You see, all the lawmakers in 
the N ational A ssem bly are 
elected vide political parties and 
as you are aware it is argued that 
we have over 250 million people 
in the country out o f  which we 
have about 110 million voters.
So even if  all the 110 voters have 
participated in voting for the 
federal lawmakers then it means 
only between 40 percent to 45 
percent o f  the population has 
participated in e lectin g  the 
National Assembly members. So 
we have a greater number o f  our 
population that have not 
participated because o f  one 
argument or the other even  
against the existing political 
experience. So now we are saying 
we should give these people, all 
Nigerians the opportunity to 
come and discuSs. You see, some 
people are even arguing against 
the existence o f  this country as 
it is now because they feel 
somehow cheated. Now let them 
come and explain how they are 
cheated. Som e people feel 
marginalized simply because 
they have not produced the 
president. So let us come and 
discuss all these things so that 
we can put all these issues behind 
us and concentrate on moving the 
country forward in the right 
direction.
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Mobil Producing Nigeria Unlimited
An ExxonMobil Subsidiary 

Operator of the NNPC/MPN Joint Venture

Challenging Career Opportunities in the Oil & Gas Industry
Mobil Producing Nigeria Unlimited, a subsidiary of ExxonMobil Corporation,
requires-suitable qualified Nigerian Nationals for the following positions:

1., Drilling Engineers 
2. Drilling Supervisors
3. Supervisor, Field Aviation
4. Accountants /

1. Drilling Engineers - Ref.: DRLG/001/05
□  Job Description; The primary responsibility of the Drilling/Completions

Engineer is io ensure the application of Ihe best available economical 
technology in drilling and completions operations. Other responsibilities 
include well-cost estimates, surveillance and improvement of daily progress, 
follow up assessments and equipment selection and application. From time to 
time, pfovides'rfg site technical assistance to Drilling Supervisors during critical 
well operations.
Other specific duties include.
♦ Monitors drilling operations' according to safety and quality control 

standards, environmental regulations, corporate policy, and contract 
terms,

, * Devises cost-effective techniques so drill, complete, and rework company-
\ operated wells.

« Interfaces closely with subsurface teams, complesions/subsea teams, arid 
3 ,J party suppliers to ensure that the well is drilled on time and within 
budget. ,

• Prepares final well reports with strong emphasis on lessons learned,
<3 Education, Experience & Skills

* Candidates should possess a Bachelor’s degree (B. Sc.flSL Tech./B. Eng.) 
with a minimum of second class upper (2.1) division in any of the following 
disciplines - Mechanical, Chemical or Petroleum Engineering, Must 
possess NYSC discharge or exemption certificate,

• The ideal experience range for this position is 5 to 10 years of drilling and 
related operations experience with at least two (2} years working in 
offshore drilling activities. In addition to the drilling experience, the 
position requires an individual who brings a well-rounded knowledge and 
exposure to completion and workover activities. Qualified candidates 
must be able to. work «i. and develop all phases of drilling; from well 
design and engineering, to drilling and completion activities. Successful 
candidates most possess good written and verbai tomrnunicatiuiicj skills, 
uncompromising integrity, be zealous iapd quick to learn new expertise 
through training. Such candidates must be willing to work on rotational 
basis and spend a large part of their career offshore on Ihe rigs.

Age ranger 25 - 35 years

o '

Prilling Supervisors» Ref,: DR LG/002/05
Job Description Reporting lo the Drilling Operations Superintendent, the 
primary responsibility of this position is to provide day to day on-site 
supervision of drilling operations, He will fee the primary contact with the rig 
and third party personnel at the rig site to ensure operations are performed in 
accordance with the drilling program and in a safe and cost-effective manner,

Basic functions shall include Ihe following:
* Ensure drilling procedures are followed as planned and conducted in an 

optimum manner
* Organises and orders the necessary services and equipment to conduct 

drilling and testing operations,
* Will be responsible for safety and health procedures being continuously 

enforced and In making capable decisions during emergency situations to 
prevent well catastrophes as well as significant additional cost.

* Ensures that the rig and third party equipment is adequately and properly 
maintained. Maintains inventory of all equipment/materials/supplies to 
ensure smooth ongoing operations.

* Is responsible for complying with all government and other appropriate 
regulations,

* Ensures accurate and adequate reports and records are kept regarding 
operations, equipment and evaluation.

Surname Pits! Name Middle
Initial

Sex O slo Of Birth 
(MhtuDcL’VyyyJ

Slate 01 
Origin

iratiiluiUiii Quulllleiiliun 
& D iscipline

Year & C lass 
OS D egree

P rofessfom i
Qualification

O Education, Experience & Skills
* Candidates should possess a Bachelor's degree (B. Sc./B. Tech./B. Eng.} 

with a minimum of second class upper division in any of the' following 
disciplines - Mechanical, Chemical or Petroleum Engineering. Must 
possess NYSC discharge or exemption certificate. Experience range for 
this position is 5 * 10 years' cognate operational experience in the field.

« Tool pushers experience with a drilling contractor and or other drilling 
service provider

* Good leadership skills are a must for this position.
□  Age range: 30 - 40 years,

3, Supervisor. Field Aviation - Ref.; LQG/Q01/Q5
Q Job Description: The position will report to the Superintendent. Field Aviation. 

The functions of the position will include but are not limited to the following: 
oversight, inspection and repair of 76 hekdecks. fuel systems and ancillary 
equipment. Successful candidate will also be responsible for ihe oversight of 
remote operations in Lagos, Port Harcourt and expected mobile aviation 
drilling unit's helidecks.

□  Education, Experience & Skills
* Candidates should possess a Bachelor's degree (B. Sc/8 . Tech./B. Eng.) 

with a minimum of second upper class division or HND or its equivalent in 
any of the following disciplines - Mechanical, Chemical or Petroleum 
Engineering, Must possess NYSC discharge or exemption eefrtilicate

* Knowledge of he Meek inspection requirements in accordance with CAP 
437 and general maintenance will be an advantage.

* Knowledge of OPITO (Offshore Petroleum Industry Training Organisation) 
standards for helidsck operations.

* Knowledge of OPITO standards of personnel training
* Working knowledge of UK Offshore Operations Association Guidelines.
* Good knowledge of industry Helicopter operations
« Working knowledge of CAP 437 Guidelines for Helicopter Landing Areas.

4. Accountants - Ref: Conti 001/05:
□  Job Description: Key responsibilities of our position wit I include among 

others; balance sheet account analysis and Business Practice Indicator 
Coordination, fixed asses analysis of prepayments and well cost. Audit 
Coordination with internal and third parties. Joint Venture and Profit Sharing 
Contract Accounting Interface. Field Capital Expenditure and Operations 
Expenditure Analysis and Inter-company balance Analysis and settlements.

□  Education. Experience & Skills
Successful candidates must have one or all ol the following educational 
qualifications:
* B.Sc. of nol -below Upper -Class Division with 2 - 7 years' cognate 

operational experience *n the field. Additional qualification/professional 
certification as well as Oil and' Gas industry experience will be of 
advantage.

*  Relevant skills required are analytical skills, computer proficiency, skilled 
in accounting in she Oil & Gas sector. Other must-have skills include oral 
and written communication, interpersonal skills, initiative, and ability to. 
work under pressure and manage changing priorities. Flexible work 
location is a plus,

□  Age range; 25 - 35 years.

Remuneration & Career
The Compensation and benefits package for these positions is very competitive in 
Oil & Gas industry with great opportunities.

Method of Application
If you consider yourself an exceptional fit for any of those positions, send your CV 
of not more than 2 pages indicating position sought and reference Number 
through this email address: upstreamnigeriarecruiting@exxonmobil.com;
attaching also your personal & job data complying strictly with this 1-row excel 
spreadsheet format shown below,

Cut tent' P f«v lo i»  
Employees)

Work
Y«irs

Telephone
Numeor

Email Address A ddress 1 {Street 
A ddress!

A ddress 2 
{Stole?

T est Center 
(Logos.'Uyo)

Tnmuno Drjgotjo Mills Rivers Universally Of 
Abuja

B. Sc. 
Econom ics

1S 9 9 S 2 .1 CIPM. NIM, 
COfffiN, 

ACA

♦ Daisy Public & 
GOS
C onsultants

OSBOOOBOMO appllcatrteyati CiQ.com 1?, O sodl St, Kaduna, Kaduna Lagos

Please Note: 
The following applications will not be entertained:
1. Applications that do not conform to the above format,
2. Applications not received through the e-mail address provided above,
3 Multiple applications,
4. Applications received after 2 weeks from date of this publication
5. Applications that do not meet specific requirements for each position 
Only successful candidates will be contacted and candidates are advised to check their email from the 4th week of this publication.

mailto:upstreamnigeriarecruiting@exxonmobil.com
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Trust Classified M( U < I A \I l lJ j a ) \ l \  IIMC:\IKXNSI JM HID
NIGERIA ASSOCIATION OF MUSLIM LAW STUDENTS

N otice is hereby given to the general public that the above named Association has applied to the Corporate A ffairs Comm ission 
for registration under Part ‘C ’ o f  the Com panies and A llied M atters A ct o f  1990.
The trustees are:

I. Hon. Justice R aliat Elelu H abeeb 2. Hon. Justice Ibrahim  T. M uham m ed
3. G aniyu A detola K azeem  (S .A .N .). 4. Hon. Bala Ibn N a’Allah
5. Prof. I. O. Sm ith 6. M. I. Saheed
7. F.A.R. A deleke Esq.

A ny objection to the registration should be forw arded to the Registrar- G eneral Corporate A ffairs Com m ission, W use Zone 5. 
P.M.B. 198 G arki A buja w ithin 28 days o f  this publication.

Signed:
F.A.R. A deleke Esq.

Public C oncern C ham bers 
29/31 A wolowo Way, Ikeja, 08023132428

Association of Succour for widows in Nigeria (AS WIN)
The general public is hereby notified the above named association has applied to corporate 
affairs commission for registration under part ‘C’-of companies and allied matters decree 1 of 
1990 
Trustees:

1. Abiola Folashade Rebecca 2. Salami Benedicta Adefunke
3..Maciver Mulikat Adedoyin j 4. Ojomu Helen Oluwakemi
5. Telia Olubisi Christiana j 

Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to the registrar general corporate affairs 
commission P. M. B 198 Garki, Abuja within 28 days of this publication.

Signed

Auction sales!
On the approval o f  the chairm an board o f  Nitel, there will be sales 
o f  some obsolete generators at Ilorin in Kwara state. 
Items purchased are to be rem oved immediately.
Sam Agwungwu

Auctioneer:
08043463864

“""Loss of C of O
This is to notify the general public o f the loss o f C o f O in respect o f 
registration No. FCT/ABU/04 532 plot No. 681 Maitama. All efforts 
to trace the missing documents prove abortive, please if  found contact 
M oh’d Suleiman Sada o f DD5 Ramat Close Unguwan Rimi Kaduna 
or nearest police station.

Signed:
M oh’d Suleiman Sada

Loss of Document
Right of occupancy of plot of about 1, 980m plot 
No. 880 within Dakibiyu District, belonging to 
Emily Iribhoa O. Dept of land, planning and survey, 
FCDA, Abuja, dated 6/5/98 file no. MFCT/LA/94/

loss o f Document
A certificate of occupancy No. BO/2916 belonging to 
Alhaji Abba Dawud is reported mising. Anybody who 
comes across it should kindly return to the ministry of 
land and survey, Bomo state.

loss of Document
This is to inform the general public that a land document, 
offer o f  terms o f  grant/conveyance o f  approval, titled 1 ,350m 2  
(plot no. 520) w ithin Kaura District allocated to M uhammed 
M usa Dawah is m issing. I f  found, please return to M ohammed  
M usa c/o Tamadi Dalhat, N ipost services, Area 10 Garki, Abuja 
or nearest police station

H5ss of Document
This is to inform the general public that the original offer o f  
terms o f  grant/conveyence o f  approval bearing the name o f  
Ayebayi Buba covering plot no. 116 Lugbe 1 layout in Abuja 
munincipal area council in FCT is declared missing. Any vital 
information about the said document should be channelled to 
land dept. Abuja muninciapl area council or chitef M icheal Onu 
on 08056018931 or P. O .Box 1840 Garki Abuja.

CHANGE OF NAMES
I, know n as HAUW A’U ZU BAIR U  M U H A M M ED , now wish to  be know n as MISS HAUW A’U A L iy U  A BBA S, K aduna 
polytechnic, N Y SC and general public to note.

I, form erly know n as BINTU  BA BA  ZA RM A, now  w ish to  be addressed as BINTU BABA AM INU . A ll form er docum ents 
rem ain valid. Public to note.

I, form erly SAN D RA  A G BO N IFO , npw w ish to be called M R S.SA N DR A  A JO K E ODUFUW A. All form er docum ents remain 
valid. STB Bank, U nivesity  o f  A buja, N NB In t’l B ank and general public should note.______________________________________

I W T 1A I K W P 0 T E N D E R

Nigerian Telecommunications Limited has planned to execute the underlisted projects:

S/N PROJECT TENDERFEE
N

New Payroll System 50,000.00
Electronic Document System 50,000.00
Maintenance o f all NITEL Computers and Desktops 50,000.00

Interested Suppliers are advised t o :

(i) Collect a slip from the Tenders Secretariat, NITEL Corporate Headquarters at

' Plot 251, Herbert Macaulay Way, Central Business District, Abuja on presentation 

o f Certificate o f Incorporation and Tax Clearance Certificate.

(ii) Pay the non-refundable Tenders Fee to NITEL Cashier at the C om pany’s

Headquarters, Plot 251, Herbert Macaulay Way, Central Business District, Abuja.

(ii) Collect Tender Documents from the Tenders Secretariat, 3rd Floor, Room 307

at the above address on production o f the receipt for non-refundable Tender 

Fee.

Completed Tender Documents are to be submitted along with photocopies of the following 

documents.

Current Tax Clearance Certificate 

Certificate of Incorporation 

Receipt for the payment of Tender Fee

The envelope for each tender should be sealed, waxed and marked at top left hand

comer ‘TENDERFORTHE...........................  “SPECIFYTHE PROJECT” and

delivered to:

The Secretary,

Management Tenders Committee, 

Nigerian Telecommunications Limited, 

Corporate Headquarters,

Plot 251, Herbert Macaulay Way, 

Cadastral Zone AO, Central Business 

District, Abuja

Between 9.00 a.m. and 12.00 noon on Monday, 14th March, 2005.

(This Tender Closing date cannot be extended)

Please NOTE that NITEL is not bound to accept the lowest or any tender, and tender 

sent by Courier or Post will not be accepted.

NTI F I AIANAC jfcYlEV I



ead coach o f  the 
F ly in g  E ag les  
Samson Siasia has 

adm itted that it would be 
difficult to predict victory for 
his team at the four-nation 
W AFU to u rn a m e n t in 
Bamako, Mali, due to inade­
quate preparation.

The Unity Cup involves 
Nigeria, who will parade their 
Under-20 team, hosts Mali, 
Senegal and Cote d ’Ivoire 
with the Nigerians setting the 
ba ll ro llin g  on T hursday  
against Senegal.

Siasia, who released the 
18 p layer squad that w ill 
represent the country in the 
championship to KICK OFF, 
revealed: “We will try and do 
our best in Bam ako not to 
disgrace Nigeria. Though we 
are not really prepared for 
this championship.

“But we have to rise up

UNITYCUP

Siasia: No promises in Mali
to a national call. If  we are 
ca lled  upon to  rep resen t 
N igeria, we d o n ’t have a 
choice than to do it tq the 
best o f  our ability.

(“Though I am not pro­
mising Nigerians we will win 
the championship, this team 
will not disgrace N igeria.” 
Speak ing  on his m issing  
p layers, S iasia disclosed: 
“Yinka Adedej i and Kolawole

Anubi could not make 
the trip because they are out 
o f  the country on trials and 
you know that I will never 
stop any player from moving

out to improve his career. 
“ O gbonna  A bo si is s till 
injured while Monday James 
has fully recovered. The new 
p lay ers  w ho jo in e d  have 
shown great potentials and 
I hope th ey  w ill p rove  
themselves in Bamako,” he 
said.

Seven new players have 
been called by the ex-Super 
Eagles striker to reinforce the

team , w ho w ill a lso  be 
missing two professionals in 
Solom on O koronkw o and 
Olubayo Adefemi.

= T he new' p lay e rs  are  
d e fe n d e rs  D an jum ah  
Abdulahi from Nitel Lagos; 
Obinze Ebere from Ranchers 
Bees and Nimi Ateze from 
Lobi Stars.

Others include midfielder 
Kaita Sani Aruna from Kano

Pillars and strikers Chukwu 
N o n so  from  F irs t B ank  
Lagos, Kelechi Osunwa o f 
D o lph in  FC and E zeogu 
Amunike from NPA.

Siasia has also kept with 
11 o f  the players who won 
h im  th e  A frican  Y outh 
Cham pionship in Cotonou 
la s t m o n th . T hey  a re  
goalkeepers Ambrose Vanz- 
ekin and Daniel Akpeyi as

w ell as d efen d ers  A pam  
O n y ek -ach i, C h inw o 
Kenedy, Johnb-ull Edeki, 
Dele Adeleye and Monday" 
James.

Also on the trip to Mali 
are midfielder Bazuaye Dad­
dy, captain Prom ise Isaac, 
Solomon David Abwo and 
Joseph Emmanuel.

The team will depart for 
Bamako on Tuesday. —

Defending champion, Bernand Hopkins holds his championship belts 
after defeating Britain 's H oward Eastman in the m iddlew eight 
championship bout in Los Angeles, USA on Saturday. Hopkins defended 
his middleweight title fo r the 20th time.

3 SC steal point from Sharks
hooting Stars Sports S harks a ttack er, A keem  S harks T echn ical I told them to come out hereshooting Stars Sports 
C lub o f  Ibadan , on 
Saturday at the Port 

Harcourt Liberation Stadium 
were forced to a 1-1 draw by 
Prem ier League returnees, 
Sharks in a week 2 match o f 
the  G lobacom  P rem ier 
League.

Coming to Port Harcourt 
on the heels o f  th e ir 3-1 
spanking o f Nasarawa United 
last week, Shooting drew first 
blood as early as the 10th 
minute when Soga Sambo 
chest trapped a pull out from 
the le ft and found space 
betw een  a s ta tic  S harks 
cen tra l defen siv e  duo o f  
Monday Inebia and Emeka 
L ucky  to  w alk  in to  the 
eighteen yard box and slot the 
ball behind a hapless keeper 
Martins Datoru in goal for 
Sharks.

Before that goal Sharks 
had piled the pressure on 
Shooting but strikers Charles 
Omokaro and Obinna Ajoku 
frittered away chance after 
chance.

There was also a battle 
on the left as fifteen year old

Yakubu gave Yomi Adigun a 
lot o f  work to do.

Returnee defender, Seyi 
O gunsanya also had total 
control o f  his area, ensuring 
all loose balls were knocked 
away.

The second ha lf started 
with Obinna Ajoku blastings 
wide in the box with only 
keeper Kola Ige to beat.

Three minutes later, Ajoku 
cashed in on a defensive 
blunder by Oluwole Johnson 
but blasted on Kola Ige while 
the rebound was booted into 
the skies by Akeem Yakubu.

Akeem Yakubu in one o f 
h is  te a s in g  runs, freed  
Charles Omokaro in the box 
and Ige had to foul him for a 
penalty which was converted 
by Endurance Alaboru in the 
62nd minute for the equalizer.

At this point the game 
could have gone either way 
as Ibrahim Omotayo and Ladi 
Gasper terrorized Sharks with 
enough su p p o rt from  
Ebenezer Ojo and Kingsley 
E lvis w ho m arshaled  the 
midfield efficiently.

Wikki tame Tornadoes

Manager, Shaibu Amodu told 
nigeriasports.com after the 
gam e tha t Shooting Stars 
came to Port Harcourt with a 
game plan that worked for 
them.

“It was a good match, not 
withstanding the result. We 
conceded an early goal which 
obstructed our plans and it 
takes a good team to come 
back  in  a m atch o f  th is 
magnitude.”

“It’s still early days yet 
and I would not advice the 
fans to get restive because 
anything can still happen in 
the league.”

Coach Godfrey Esu told 
nigeriasports.com that he is 
happy  his boys are 
b eg in n in g  to  ge t a new 
mentality as regards playing 
on away'turf.

“ I have always tried to 
make them understand that 
they can win any where and 1 
am happy with the result that 
even though we did not win, 
w e go t aw ay w ith  som e 
spoils.”

“We actually came to Port 
Harcourt for three points and

Sp ec ta to rs  a t the 
A bu b ak ar Tafaw a 
B alew a Stadium  in 
Bauchi, had to wait till the 

dying  m inu tes o f  the 
encounter betw een W ikki 
Tourists and Niger Torna­
does before their team sna­
tched the much-needed three 
po in ts courtesy  o f  Sirajo 
Ladan.

The visitors went forcef­
ully into the game and were 
more adventurous than the 
hosts with occasional forays 
into the Tourists’ defence, but 
Jude Ebitogwa and Yakubu 
Abubakar gave keeper Corn­
elius Gopar good coverage.

The first stanza no doubt 
belonged to the visitors, but 
no goal to show for their

efforts, as Abdul Abdullahi’s 
free kick in the 43rd minute 
went off target.

On resum ption , coach 
Bitrus Bewarang replaced 
Thom as E koja fo r Abdul 
Haruna, w ho changed the 
tempo o f the game in favour 
o f  the host team with Ladan 
Sirajo as tormentor-in-chief 
on the left flank. Twice the

Former NFA boss, Ikpeazu, laid to rest
Justice Chuba Ikpeazu, 

two-time NFA chairman, 
was at the ^veekend in 

Onitisha buried a'midst pomp 
and pagean try , even as 
o ffic ia ls o f  the co u n try ’s 
soccer governing body were 
conspicuously absent.

It was a carnival o f sort at 
the coun try  hom e o f  Pa 

: Ikpeazu before and after the 
; burial as the entire compound 
was packed with people from 
all works o f life.

There were different types 
o f  traditional dances and a 
show o f Onitsha custom, with

trying to steal the show.
Pa Ikpeazu was lowered 

into the mausoleum at about 
2.05 p.m. with the representa­
tives o f  NFA and sports 
ministry not present.

The chairman of Anambra 
State Football Association, 
Chief Mike Umeh who was 
present at the wake keep was 
said to have gone back to 
Lagos for an important enga­
gement.

But Mr Victor Nwangwu, 
state football association  
sec re ta ry  said  tha t as at 
Friday thev were in contact

Chairm an, A lhaji Ibrahim  
Galadima, who said he would 
be at the burial.

He said that Galadima, the 
acting Secretary, Mr Fanny 
Anuin, and two others were 
to represent the NFA, but 
they did not show up adding 
that hotel accommodation and 
transport had been arranged 
for them.

M r M artin  N w osisi, 
consultant to the Ikpeazu 
family on NFA for the burial, 
who was physically worried 
also collaborated Nwangwu

w inger ra ttled  Tornadoes j 
d e fen ce , bu t k eeper; 
Emmanuel Achuka was on j 
hand to save the situation.

H ow ever, in the 65th 
minute, Tornadoes’ Michael 
V angreg w as sen t o f f  by 
referee Samuel Alafin for a late 
tackle. It was a decision that 
did not go down well with the 
visitors’ bench.

Thereafter, it was Wikki all 
the way as they bombarded 
the v is i to rs ’ rea r w ith  
consistent pressure. In one o f 
such forays, Ladan hit the 
base o f  the pole in the 86th 
and a minute later, he put 
smile on the faces o f  the fans 
with a superb low drive for 
the only goal o f the match.

Coach Bitrus Bewarang 
saluted his young lads for the 
late goal while he attributed 
the team’s not too impressive 
ou tin g  to h is  .re tjjiild ing i 
process. “We are just trying j 
to put the team together and i 
as the season continues, we j 

1 im nrove w ith every

here
with that mentality. We can 
only get better from here.”

In  o ther re su lts  from  
Saturday, Elkanemi ended it 
1 -1 at home to Kwara United, 
G atew ay drew  goaless at 
home to Lobi and Insurance— 
o f Benin beat Gabros 2-1 in 
Benin.

Wikki Tourist Of Bauchi 
w ere 1-0 w inners over 
Tornadoes in Bauchi while 
Kano P illar pipped Julius 
Berger 2-1 in Kano

Sharks line up: Martins 
Datoru, Endurance Alaboru, 
V alentine N w ab ili, P e td J r  
Ibibor, Emeka Lucky, Monday 
In eb ia , Sam pson A uta/ 
A ustin  Igw eo k o lo (7 0 th ), 
O b inna A joku , C harles 
O m o k a r o / E z i o h a  
0kereke(70th), Segun Jatto, 
Akeem Yakubu

Shooting Stars: Kola Ige, 
Yomi Adigun, Tai wo Aj ibola, 
O luw ole  Jo hnson , Seyi 
Ogunsanya, Chijioke Oijiakor, 
Ebenezer Ojo/ Wilson Oboh 
(83rd), Ibrahim Omotayo, Ladi 
G asper/D av id  A bidoye 
(72nd), Kingsley Elvis, Soga~f' 
Sambo/Shakiru Lawal(62nd)



Contd. from page 1
prqcess. In the sphere of economic planning and 
management the government’s record is dismal. 
In spite of the unprecedented revenues that have 
accrued to the country in the last six years, 
Nigerians have never had it so bad. We have, been 
reduced to penury and destitution.

On the international stage; we are the most 
corrupt nation, or the third most corrupt if you count 
failed states like Haiti. O f 60 destinations o f foreign 
direct investment, we are No. 60 according to the 
2003 edition of World Investment Prospects of the 
London Economist Intelligence Unit. In the World 
Economic Forum’s Africa Competit-iveness Report 
2004, Nigeria coukT not make it to the top ten. A 
recent report of a U.S. Think tank, the Commission 
on Weak States and US National Security, rates 
Nigeria as a weak state and ranks it at the bottom 
of 20 percent of countries that have failed to meet 
the basic needs of their people. This puts Nigeria in 
the company of such failed states as Somalia, Sierra- 
Leotie and DR Congo. That President Bush appears 
to endorse Obasanjo, does not detract from the fact 
th at A m erican s know  the govern m en t is 
undemocratic and incompetent.

It is hardly surprising that this government is 
characterized by graft, deceit and fraud; it has 
woefully failed to put in place any fundamental 
reform for the welfare o f the people. Its economic 
reform, characterized by selling-off our assets, has 
only compounded the hardship of the people.

It is e lem en ta ry  that n e ith er  a reform  
programme nor a market economy can be simply 
conjured up or decreed when the network of  
institutions, legal provisions or adequate domestic 
con sen su s about in tern al m easures that are 
necessary for success, are conspicuously absent.

As if  his economic management was not bad 
en ou gh , his p o lit ica l b u n g lin g  and m essy  
interventions have defied belief. In quick succession 
he has appointed and removed two Party Chairmerf, 
two Presidents of the Senate and spent a lot of time 
and resources in his first term trying to dislodge 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives. By 
appearing to support Chris Uba in the atrocious 
conflict in Anambra State, he has put his weight 
behind thuggery , p o litica l sk u lld u ggery  and  
downright treason.

It is against the backdrop o f the above that 
delegates should view the conference. The terms 
of reference of the Makarfl Committee on Political 
Reforms include a “Sound Political Reform Agenda 
for Nigeria”. However, the personal agenda and 
ob jectives o f  the P resid en t are know n to be 
different: he wants to change the system so as to 
remain in power to enable him to deploy federal 
funds to the South-West as he has been doing for 
the last six years to the detriment o f the North and 
the East. In short, the president’s dubious agenda 
is to con so lid ate  the econom ic foundation  o f  
Oduduwa Republic simultaneous with the deliberate 
pauperization of the North and East and even the 
oil-rich South-South whose political elite he has 
tried to placate with derivation money.

The long-term  objective o f all this is for a 
confederation and ultimate disintegration o f the 
cou n try  a fter  the S o u th -W est’s s tra teg ic  
requirements for a nation-state are in place.

Delegates must be wary of this possible agenda 
and must not be used to destroy or unwittingly lay 
the foundation for splitting the country, because 
the consequence&are too grave and catastrophic to 
contemplate.

It is still possible to go along with Chief S.B. 
Awoniyi’s dictum that, as the delegates proceed with 
their deliberations, hope may triumph over bitter 
experience. What is imperative is that despite its 
shaky constitutional foundations, Nigerians should 
rescue the conference from the hidden agenda that 
led to its conception, to make it serve the needs of 
a genuinely democratic polity.

M U  > n d O J L U l V f N
M o n d a y , K t 'b ru a r \ 21 . 2005

The (not so) national conference
T Ihe National Political Reform Conference, which be 

gins today in Abuja, is going.to be more about the 
atre than substance. Yes, a reform  movem ent is 

needed in Nigeria. Yes, it is useful if  representatives o f 
our elites could begin this process by seeking common 
ground on issues that divide us. And yes, imperfect as 
the arrangement is, this is the only game in town, so it is 
guaranteed a certain level o f participation by the busy­
bodied and the bored.

However evidence o f bad faith on the part o f  the orga­
nizers is growing by the day. It is bad enough that those

By Kabiru  A. Yusuf 
k a b i ru y u s u f@ d a i ly t ru s t .c o m

President Obasanjo
attending the conference have no mandate from their con­
stituencies but were handpicked by the President and the 
36 governors. So in many states people are not happy 
with the choice o f  the six delegates, and not just for self­
ish reasons. Many o f the state delegates are not noted for 
interest in public affairs, nor any particular expertise in 
any area o f  human endeavour. They are for the most part 
friends o f  the government, who can be counted upon to 
look out for the interest o f  their benefactors.

A sim ilar thing inevitably happened at the centre. 
Obasanjo has chosen people in his own image, except in 
areas where that would be untenable. So out o f the 46 
persons known to be nominated by the President based 
on North-South regional representation, 17 only are Mus­
lims while 29 are Christians. And while from the 26 nomi­
nated from the north, 17 are Muslims and 9 are Christians, 
o f  the 20 Presidential nominees from the south, 19 are 
Christians with Alhaji Serene Dokubo as the only Muslim 
from the South. This is despite the fact that in the South­
west, the President’s home region, at least half o f the popu­
lation is Muslim. In fact there is no Muslim representation 
in the state nominations from Edo, Ondo and Ekiti. On the 
other hand, Niger state, which also has a substantial Chris­
tian population, did not include any on its list o f  6 nom i­
nees.

As this newspaper earlier reported, the President had 
settled on the choice o f Justice Niki Tobi from Rivers State 
and Reverend Mathew Kukah, from Kaduna, as Chairman 
and Secretary o f  the conference respectively. It would be 
unprecedented for two Christians to be given leadership 
o f  such a sensitive national assignment. Certainly in pre­
vious Constitutional tinkering under Muslim Presidents, 
the Chairmanship has always gone to the Southern Chris­
tian with a northern Muslim as a scribe to ensure balance. 
The government, according to some reports, at first, hesi­
tated to go. ahead with these appointments after the story 
was leaked to the media. Certainly Niki Tobi’s name was
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not in the list o f  the 382 names released by the goverr- 
ment last week. However after this feint, and a suitab.e j 
interval to weigh public reaction, the President has grne j 
ahead with his original choice.

Justice Niki Tobi, may be most prominent nominee to 
be brought in by subterfuge, but he is not the only one. 
Remember only 383 names (including Niki Tobi’s) have 
been officially announced so far, with 17 still outstanding.
I know that the Newspapers Proprietors Association o f 
Nigeria (NPAN), o f which I am an executive member, nomi­
nated only Nduka Obaigbena o f Thisday to represent it. 
However, when the government list was released, we noted 
that C hief Ogunshola, the Chai nu  n o f  Punch, has been 
added as the second NPAN nominee by the Presidency. 
There may be many other such quiet nominations made to 
achieve some special purposes. *.

It is such brazenness, even in areas like the media, 
where secrets cannot be expected to be kept, that leads 
one to assume that Obasanjo him self wants to undermine 
the credibility o f  the conference before it even begins. He 
knows that Muslims are unlikely to accept the decisions 
o f*  conference where the President (who did most o f the 
nominations) and the Chairman and the Secretary are so 
pointedly Christians. He knows that the delegates he has | 
gathered in Abuja, who are mostly leaders without a fol­
lowing, do not have the trust or mandate o f  their commu­
nities to make any far-reaching compromises on funda­
mental political reform. So everything and everyone will 
revolve around him and his Political Advisers, especially 
the ubiquitous Jerry Gana. It is in small meetings with 
groups o f  delegates at the behest o f  the Presidency, that 
the real decisions will be taken. How far-reaching they will 
be and how they could be presented and ‘sold’ to the 
wider public remains to be s ;en.

M eanwhile there will be much huffing and puffing 
among the delegates for public consumption. There will 
be thunderous speeches and heated debates, but not much 
light on the way forward. The media will add to the ca­
cophony by taking sides and blaming the victims. In this 
regards, the choice o f Reverend Kukah, who is as much a 
product o f  the media as he is that o f  the Catholic Church, 
is well made. Kukah has good connection with the media 
and has the skill to tele-guide its coverage o f the confer­
ence, though to what end remains to be seen. The media, 
in any case, has its own agenda, and since it is mainly 
based in Lagos, all you need to have it eating from the 
palm o f your hands is to emphasis the north-south differ­
ence on revenue allocation, ethnic autonomy and zoning, 
power rotation and role o f  religion in national life.

Northern delegates will be at a serious disadvantage 
because they would find themselves being assailed from 
all sides. The Conference is being held due to pressure 
from the Southwest, which has articulated an agenda for a 
return to regional structure that Nigeria had in the 1960’s. 
The Yoruba, then in opposition, were the ones most vehe­
mently opposed to the old regional structure, but now 
they have done an about-turn and want autonomy for them­
selves and others, f  personally think we should take up 
this offer, though, o f  course, the so-called six-zonal struc­
ture is a non-starter.

The worst thing is for the delegates from the north to 
go into the conference blindly supporting the status quo. 
If  nobody wants the structure as presently constituted, j 
we should all accept to change it. But the devil, as the 
saying goes, is in the details. This is where our consent | 
has to be sought, possibly in a referendum. But no one j 
should be deceiyed that some sort o f  narrow agenda can 
be imposed on our people through the back door. That is 
why to some extent many people are sanguine about the | 
conference. Obasanjo can call together whoever he wants 
to deliberate on any subject under the Nigerian sun. But 
there are certain values that a thousand conferences can­
not alter in our lives.

So adopting a long-term view, I say, welcome to the 
delegates o f  our not so-national conference. The stage is I 
yours for a few months to do what you can. If you follow 
the dictates o f  your conscience and do the right thing for 
your fellows, it is for your own good. I f  not, again, the 
loss is yours. The human stage is finite and fickle. No one 
can stem the tide o f  events.
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